From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:26:51  1999 
Date:  Tue,  29  Dec  1998  18:39:17  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.001 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind  & Nat-Film  Lists;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, mi sc . activism. progressive; 
http : //www .wintercount.org 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


We  did  not  think  of  the  great  open  plains,  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
and  winding  streams  with  tangled  growth  as  wild.  Only  to  the  white 
man  was  nature  a wilderness,  and  to  him  was  the  land  infested  with 
wild  animals  and  savage  people." 

To  us  it  was  tame.  Earth  was  bountiful  and  we  were  surrounded  with 


blessings  of  the  Great  Mystery. 

Luther  Standing  Bear,  Lakota 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  ! 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ 

i Dourney 

I The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  last  official  "Indian  War"  took  pi 
Colorado . 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


ace  in  1915  with  the  Paiute  War  in 


The  simple  act  of  defending  yourself  in  a court  of  law  was  not  "legal" 
in  several  states,  including  Georgia  until  these  "laws"  were  rescinded 
during  limmy  Carter's  presidency. 

Leonard  Peltier  remains  behind  prison  bars  in  spite  of  compelling 
evidence  he  was  railroaded  into  prison,  and  is  being  kept  there  because 
the  US  Government  wants  someone  to  pay  for  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents 
killed  during  the  1973  siege  on  protesters  at  Wounded  Knee. 

The  State  of  Minnesota  sent  storm  troopers  against  those  trying  to 
protect  Sacred  Dakota  lands  against  destruction  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

The  last  official  Indian  War  took  place  in  1915.  The  Occupation  Forces, 
however,  feel  a need  to  continue  Police  Actions. 

=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 

For  a very  long  time  I have  had  elders  and  medicine  keepers  tell  me  we 


_must_  turn  loose  of  old  angers  and  old  hatreds  and  begin  to  heal  the 
broken  pathways. 

Several  messages  arrived  this  week  speaking  to  this  need.  I respectfully 
ask  that  you  read  each  one  with  an  open  heart. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

(*,*) 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@juno.com 


Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
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RE:  President  Invited  to  Wounded  Knee 


Date:  Tue,  22  Dec  1998  21:32:10  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com)  <FWD> 

Sub j : From  Wintercount 

http://www.wintercount.org  (used  with  permission) 

President  Bill  Clinton 

We,  the  Buffalo  Nation  (Lakota  Nation),  would  like  to  invite  you  to 
come  to  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  on 
December  29  for  the  Memorial  ceremony  marking  the  108th  anniversary  of  the 
Massacre  Of  Wounded  Knee. 

We  feel  this  will  be  the  only  way  for  healing  to  come  to  began,  at  the 
place  where  hundreds  of  our  Ancestors  were  killed  and  27  Medals  of  Honor 
were  awarded  to  those  who  massacred  them. 

We,  the  Buffalo  Nation,  were  the  original  caretakers  of  Turtle  Island 
(United  States)  and  would  like  to  meet  and  speak  with  you  in  order  for 
healing  and  unity  of  all  The  People  around  the  world,  to  begin. 

When  we  smoke  the  Pipe  we  pray  for  all  the  People  of  the  world,  sir,  I 
have  heard  your  speech  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Pan  Am  Flight  103 
anniversary  and  your  speech  touched  our  hearts  and  we  felt  your  speech  was 
not  only  four  the  People  of  the  world  but  for  the  Red  man.  You  made  a lot 
of  sense  about  healing  the  world. 

I wrote  to  Tony  Blair,  the  British  Prime  Minister  some  months  back  and 
also  spoke  to  him  about  healing  our  world. 

I have  been  riding  on  horseback  the  last  ten  years  around  the  Buffalo 
Nations  land  called  the  Louisiana  Purchase  on  the  Treaty  Ride  and  the 
Unity  Ride  and  I really  believe  to  heal  we  have  to  come  together,  the 
United  States,  the  British,  French  and  Spanish,  all  who  once  occupied  our 
lands . 

We  the  People  of  Buffalo  Nations  know  we  have  always  been  here  on  our 
land,  and  always  willing  to  share  with  all  who  came  to  this  country. 

Again,  we  come  to  this  time  that  your  Government  is  in  trouble.  We  have 


smoked  the  Pipe  with  the  U.S.  Government  and  we  always  lived  up  to  our 
treaties  and  promises.  Once  you  smoke  the  Sacred  Pipe  you  must  live  up  to 
that  promise  or  treaty.  The  U.S.  Government  broke  many  treaties.  Once 
you  make  a treaty  with  the  pipe  you  included  lands,  all  sacred  things  and 
broke  promises,  not  just  to  the  People,  but  to  Creator. 

I have  prayed  for  you  and  Mr.  Tony  Blair  and  the  countries  that  once 
occupied  our  lands.  For  Fifteen  years  we  have  suffered  and  sacrificed  and 
rayed  that  this  day  would  come  that  the  world  would  know  the  truth  of  what 
happened  to  our  People. 

Once  upon  a time  you  killed  our  sacred  buffalo,  our  way  of  life. 

Again,  we  are  trying  to  help  you.  We  want  to  help  The  People  to  heal  and 
help  take  the  world  into  the  21st  Century. 

We,  the  Redman,  we  have  known  about  a lot  of  things  before  the 
scientists  ever  discovered  them.  Now  we  want  to  share  this  knowledge  with 
you.  Once  our  Grandfathers  used  to  know  about  the  Universe  and  a lot  of 
other  sacred  areas  on  Mother  Earth.  The  U.S.  Government  has  taken  that 
away  from  us  then,  but  today  we  young  warriors  in  this  generation  are 
beginning  to  learn  all  the  knowledge,  the  wisdom  that  the  Grandfathers 
knew. 

Mr.  Clinton,  we.  The  People,  would  really  like  you  to  come  to  our 
country  we  call  the  Great  Sioux  Nation.  I would  like  you  to  ask  Mr.  Tony 
Blair  to  come  with  you  to  show  the  world  you  are  ready  to  speak  of  the 
truth  of  what  happened  500  years  ago. 

I pray  we  see  you  at  Wounded  Knee  on  December  29th. 

Wopila 

Tatanka  Chante 
Gary  Silk 

Green  Grass,  South  Dakota 

"RE : You  Will  be  the  Keepers"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Dec  1998  21:09:58  -0500  (EST) 

From:  TRADERMIKE@webtv.net  (Mike  Stefancik) 

Sub j : Adoo'  wolii 

UUCP  email 

Kwa ' ssini,  Nes  iah, 

A long  time  ago  the  Creator  came  to  Turtle  Island  and  said  to  the  people, 
"You  will  be  the  keepers  of  Mother  Earth."  Among  you  I will  give  the  wisdom 
about  nature,  about  the  interconnectedness  of  ALL  things,  about  balance 
and  about  living  in  harmony.  You  people  will  see  the  secrets  of  nature. 

You  will  live  in  hardship,  and  the  blessing  of  this  is  you  will  stay 
close  to  the  Creator.  The  day  will  come  when  you  will  need  to  share  the 
secrets  with  other  people  of  the  earth  because  they  will  stray  from 
spiritual  ways.  The  time  to  start  sharing  is  now  today. 

Most  of  our  people  still  live  in  what  we  think  is  hardship.  We  still  need 
to  hunt  and  fish  or  we  have  no  food.  We  still  have  to  cut  wood  for  heat, 
and  carry  water  from  the  spring,  and  tend  to  gardens.  For  a lot  of  the 
other  people  all  of  this  is  not  for  necessity,  but  for  a hobby.  Well,  the 
Creator  has  kept  us  close  to  what  is  real  so  when  the  time  comes,  and  it 
is  now,  we  can  give  hope  to  the  CITY  PEOPLE  WHO  WILL,  IF  NOT  FOR  US,  DIE 
in  their  own  waste. 

I don't  know  why  I am  passing  this  on  to  you,  but  as  a tribal  medicine 
person  I do  a lot  of  things  I don't  have  answers  for.  My  tribal  and  birth 
name  is  BISUN  ILAU  [MEDICINE  WARRIOR] . I am  originally  from  the  Miccosukee 
tribe  of  the  Seminole  Nation,  but  now  live  in  N.D.  with  the  Lenape  people. 
WANISHI  AH  HO  Kwa 'ssini  Nes  iah  trader  mike 

"RE;  Look  at  All  My  Children"  

From:  PS0777@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  27  Dec  1998  18:52:39  EST 

Sub j : Look  at  all  my  children 


UUCP  email 


Look  at  all  my  children  and  how  they  fight. 

My  red  children,  my  white  children,  my  brown  children  and  my  yellow 
children.  How  they  bicker  amongst  themselves  as  much  as  they  bicker  with 
each  other.  Even  the  few  who  have  managed  to  stop  fighting  with  at  least 
one  and  taken  on  mixed  union  have  not  learned  the  lesson  well  enough  to 
share.  Instead  of  merging  in  their  union,  one  has  sacrificed  itself  to 
adorn  the  other's  robes  of  thought. 

When  I first  created  you,  I dropped  a pebble  into  my  waters  and  the  wake 
of  it  was  your  life  as  it  went  out  in  the  four  directions.  As  the  wake 
traveled  out  and  spread  so  did  you  grow  in  so  many  ways  and  wonders. 

And  as  all  wakes  do  when  they  reach  the  shore  as  you  have  reached  the 
shores  of  his  thoughts  and  divine  plan,  for  in  this  he  is  the  wisdom  behind 
my  power. 

So  as  your  wake  reflects  from  the  shore  now  must  you  return  and  merge 
back  to  wince  you  were  created.  Taking  back  with  you  only  the  threads  of 
the  robes  you  have  learned  and  worn.  And  as  you  gather  close  your  threads 
I shall  take  and  weave  them  together  to  show  your  merging  and  once  from 
journey  you  return  I will  have  weaved  one  single  robe  made  from  the  threads 
of  your  many  ways  and  wonders. 

Only  then  shall  you  know  the  truth  as  I and  he  do.  Only  then  will  you  see 
that  all  the  threads  are  needed  each  one  as  important  as  the  other,  your 
threads  are  my  DNA. 

Oh  my  children  how  you  bicker  without  understanding  as  I understand  I made 
all  of  you  in  the  wake  of  one  and  all  of  you  I shall  keep  in  the  wake  that 
returns  to  my  one  again. 

be  the  sum  of  your  many  parts 
as  I am  the  sum  of  you 
Donii  Shard 
P.S.O. 

12-26-98 


"RE:  Which  Loss  is  Greater"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Dec  1998  12:48:19  EST 

From:  PS0777@aol.com 

Sub j : Which  Loss  is  Greater 

UUCP  email 

In  a conversation  in  which  I took  place,  my  question  asked 

At  the  barrier  which  is  the  greater  loss,  the  language  or  the  knowledge 

p 

? 

? 

And  the  answer  came  that  perhaps  the  knowledge  was  lost  because  of  the  loss  of 
the  language  that  could  explain  it 

And  though  this  made  sense 

but  if  all  are  to  merge  and  become  one,  to  retain  the  knowledge,  must  I speak  a 
million  languages  or  will  all  be  lost  because  I speak  none 
? 

? 

? 

And  with  the  time  to  come 
when  all  things  will  change 
it  has  been  ruled  that 
nothing  written  will  remain 
? 

? 

? 

So  perhaps  now  while  I still  can  share  what  I know  with  those  at  hand. 


so  that  though  my  language  will  be  lost  when  I am  gone 
at  least  what  I know  will  still  be  known 
when  the  time  to  come  has  been  shown. 


shall  we  allow  oun  man  made  words 
to  be  our  barrier,  our  restriction 
and  our  doom 

Donii  Shard 
P.S.O. 

12-28-98 


"RE : Story  of  Acceptance"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Dec  1998  07:40:15  -0800 

From:  frederd  <f rederd@seashell . sasquatch . com> 

Sub  j : My  subscription  confirmation 

UUCP  email 
Dear  Mr.  Night  Owl, 

My  father,  who  in  other  ways  is  not  a good  man,  was  at  that  time  a 
practicing  doctor,  and  he  (for  what  reasons  I don't  know)  was  interested 
in  the  Blackfoot  indians  and  their  language.  So  in  1969  we  packed  up  and 
went  on  our  summer  vacation,  and  part  of  that  vacation  was  to  visit  Glacier 
National  Park.  While  there,  we  went  into  the  trading  post,  and  met  the 
proprietors  of  the  shop,  who  were,  I believe,  the  grandmothers  of  Earl 
Old  Person,  the  'Chief'  of  that  part  of  the  Nation.  My  father  told  them  of 
his  interest  in  learning  the  language,  and  a friendship  was  struck  up 
between  my  sister  Carolyn,  who  we  had  nicknamed  'cookie,'  and  Cookie  Cobell. 
They  were  born  on  the  same  day,  and  were  so  alike  in  size,  and  bearing, 
that  we  couldn't  tell  them  apart  from  behind.  They  looked  so  much  alike 
many  people  visiting  Glacier  while  we  were  there  thought  they  were  twins. 

As  I understand  it,  Mr.  Old  Person's  son  had  been  in  a bad  motorcycle 
accident,  and  was  at  the  hospital,  critically  injured.  Mr.  Old  Person  heard 
that  my  father  was  around  the  store,  and  asked  him  the  next  day  if  he  would 
take  a look  at  his  son.  My  father,  protesting  the  he  wasn't  a surgeon,  went 
ahead  with  the  visit,  and  expressed  again  his  interest  (very  sincere)  in 
the  people  and  the  language. 

To  make  a very  long  story  somewhat  shorter,  our  family  was  invited  in  to 
the  inner  circle  of  the  tribe  at  the  Renewal  dance  that  year.  We  extended 
our  vacation  (saying  that  now  is  an  irony  as  now  I understand  the  poverty 
that  exists  in  'The  Rez'  system)  and  for  another  two  weeks,  I think,  we 
lived  in  Brotherhood  with  the  people,  sharing  their  lodges,  and  their 
hospitality. 

So  completely  were  we  accepted,  that  my  father  was  allowed  to 
film  the  camp  with  his  8 mm  movie  camera  (and  more).  Sadly,  or  perhaps 
appropriately,  I believe  those  films  which  would  be  sacred,  are  gone, 
probably  destroyed.  The  whole  experience  made  an  incredible  impact  on 
me.  As  I was  old  enough  (nine)  to  understand  that  the  Renewal  Dance  was 
a holy  occasion,  and  to  be  allowed  to  see,  as  close  friends,  what  I have 
since  been  told  was  very  rare.  At  the  time,  I understand  now,  we  were 
looked  on  with  much  suspicion  and  distrust  by  those  people  unaware  of 
why  we  were  there.  I didn't  know  this  at  the  time,  I was  just  a little 
blonde  haired  kid  on  vacation,  and  really  getting  my  eyes  opened  for  the 
first  time. 

We  left,  and  as  time  passed,  grew  out  of  touch  with  our  friends, 
but  we  did  go  back  four  or  five  years  later.  We  went  back  to  the  trading 
post,  and  the  same  sweet  grandmothers  met  us  and  lavished  us  with  their 
hospitality,  and  tried  to  give  us  everything  that  we  liked  in  the  store. 

All  of  this  detailed  background  is  only  for  what  happened  to  me 
next:  I don't  remember  which  of  the  grandmothers  pulled  me  aside  and 
said  to  me,  "We  have  dreamt  about  you.  You  will  come  back  here,  after  we 
are  gone,  and  will  do  good  things  for  The  People."  That's  how  she 


stressed  the  words,  not  me. 

Well,  I was  struck  almost  dumb  by  this,  and  told  her  that  I 
didn't  know  what  I could  do  that  could  help.  To  this  day,  I don't  know 
how  I can  help.  I am  not  rich,  I have  not  lived  my  life  by  the  highest 
path,  let  alone  the  Red  Road, . I have  been  imprisoned  for  things  I have 
done.  Where  I turned  for  solace  was  not  to  the  Bible,  so  much  as  to  all 
faiths,  but  especially  to  those  things  I had  learned  up  until  then:  The 
book  learning  I had  of  the  Native  American  ways,  and  my  understanding  of 
those  ways  as  best  I could.  I made  friends  where  I could,  with  the 
Native  Americans,  and  learned  from  them  as  well.  I was  asked  if  I wanted 
to  go  to  a sweat,  but  as  I knew  the  way  some  of  the  brothers  felt,  I 
declined . 

To  this  day,  I cherish  the  time  I have  spent  with  my  Native 
American  friends,  and  although  I still  don't  know  what  I should  do  when 
I go  back,  until  the  time  that  I do,  I will  try  to  walk  in  harmony  with 
the  Earth,  and  with  all  people  I meet  there. 

If  some  people  see  this  as  "wannabee-ism"  more  is  the  pity  for 
them.  I guess  that  as  I write  this,  I start  to  wonder  if  a war  over  this 
is  the  right  way  to  deal  with  the  white  people.  Instead  of  wasting 
resources  being  angry  for  the  revival  in  interest  in  the  native  ways, 
rejoice  that  people  care  enough  to  imitate  you,  even  if  they  get  it 
wrong.  Further,  make  sure  that  if  Native  American  religious  studies  are 
to  be  taught,  they  should  only  be  taught  by  Native  Americans  who  are 
respected,  and  knowledgeable  in  the  things  they  teach.  It  is,  however, 
important  for  the  ways  of  the  peoples  native  to  this  continent  to  pass 
on  the  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  lore  for  all  who  follow,  no  matter  the 
color  of  the  skin  of  that  person's  hands.  It  is  much  more  valuable  to 
look  within  another  person,  and  see  where  their  heart  is. 

Now,  as  I have  told  a story  for  a while,  and  ranted  ( I guess  ) 
for  a while,  I realize,  you  may  want  to  include  this  in  your  magazine. 

If  you  would  like  to,  you  have  my  permission,  however,  I am  not  sure 
that  I want  my  name  used.  I don't  want  to  have  a bunch  of  angry  people 
hounding  me  on  the  net.  Use  your  conscience,  my  friend,  and  if  you  do 
use  my  name,  print  the  whole  thing.  If  you  know,  or  know  a way  to  get  a 
hold  of  any  of  the  people  I have  mentioned  in  this  letter,  feel  free  to 
contact  them  for  me,  and  give  them  my  warmest  regards.  If  they  want,  I 
would  be  happy  for  them  to  have  my  e-mail  address. 

Thanks  for  your  time. 

And  Peace  and  Health  to  you, 

Fred  Erd 

P.S.  As  I spell  check  this  document.  It  has  asked  me  if  I want  to  change 
Lakota  to  Dakota  (at  least  it  didn't  ask  if  I wanted  "Sioux,"  and 
Blackfoot  into  blackout.  I guess  we  still  have  a long  way  to  go  in 
learning  to  speak  the  same  language,  let  alone  someone  else's. 

— "RE:  Conservative  Indians"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Dec  1998  07:35:10  GMT 

From:  Norman  Bevis  Manyfingers  <norry@shaw.wave.ca> 

Sub j : Conservative  Indians 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Conservative  Indians  are  Indians  who  do  not  trust  government  of  any 
form.  In  Canada,  I have  worked  for  four  levels  of  government.  I have 
worked  for  the  federal  government.  I have  worked  for  the  provincial 
government.  I have  worked  for  municipal  government.  I have  worked  for 
tribal  government. 

In  each  case,  I have  found  that  government  in  any  form  has  no  business 
of  being  in  business.  The  old  Soviet  Union  went  broke  because 
government  was  in  business.  Cuba  is  the  last  socialist  stronghold.  Cuba 
has  free  health  care  and  free  education  and  look  where  Cuba  is  now.  If 
Cuba  is  such  a paradise  then  why  are  so  many  people  seeking  refuge  in 
U.S.A. 

Conservative  Indians  do  not  believe  in  dictatorships.  Conservative 


Indians  believe  in  freedom.  Conservative  Indians  do  not  surrender  their 
freedom  to  government.  An  old  saying  states  that  those  who  are  willing 
to  give  up  freedom  for  safety  deserve  neither. 

Yours  Truly, 

Norman  Bevis  Manyfingers 
Calgary,  Alberta 

"RE:  Conservative  vs.  Traditional"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Dec  1998  08:17:52  GMT 

From:  Norman  Bevis  Manyfingers  <norry@shaw.wave.ca> 

Sub  j : Conservative  vs.  Traditional 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Brothers  and  sisters,  we  can  create  change  or  resist  change.  Change  is 
good  if  it  makes  life  better.  In  Southern  Alberta,  the  blackfoot  say, 

"Oki  Napi";  that  means  "Hello  Friend".  When  the  buffalo  disappeared, 
the  Blackfoot  had  to  adjust  from  being  hunters  to  farmers  and  ranchers. 
Realistically  today,  the  Blackfoot  cannot  be  all  farmers  and  ranchers. 
Today's  Blackfoot  have  adjusted  to  the  job  market  by  obtaining  skills 
that  they  can  sell  to  all  Canadians. 

There  are  some  who  want  to  go  back  to  the  traditional  Blackfoot  way  of 
life.  In  tradition  Blackfoot  tradition,  we  were  allowed  as  many  wives 
as  we  could  support.  In  a man  was  lazy,  that  person  would  not  be 
allowed  to  braid  their  hair;  they  would  have  to  dress  like  a woman.  If 
someone  broke  a rule,  that  person  would  suffer  severe  physical 
punishment.  If  someone  broke  a law,  that  person  would  be  forever 
banished  from  the  tribe. 

At  any  rate,  the  only  reason,  the  traditional  Blackfoot  way  of  life 
existed  was  through  a dictatorship  that  was  willing  to  melt  down  strong 
medicine  or  punishment  for  those  that  did  not  comply.  As  for 
traditionists,  what  do  you  think  of  having  more  then  one  wife.  Do  we 
follow  the  white  man's  way  of  life  or  the  Blackfoot 's  tradition  of 
having  more  than  one  wife  as  long  as  you  could  support  them. 

Conservative  Indians  do  not  believe  in  dictatorships;  they  believe  in 
less  government. 

Yours  Truly, 

Norman  Bevis  Manyfingers 
Calgary,  Alberta 

- "RE:  LPDC  News  Part  I"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Dec  1998  11:47:19  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : LPDC  News  Part  I: 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  the  complete  report  on  the  December  19th  protests  to  free  Leonard 
Peltier.  Leonard  sends  you  his  best  wishes  and  thanks  you  for  all  your  hard 
work  and  dedication.  We  were  able  to  let  thousands  of  people  know  about 
the  grave  injustice  being  done  by  the  United  States  against  Leonard 
Peltier.  The  protests  and  Leonard's  case  were  reported  on  by  numerous  news 
papers  radio  and  television  stations  from  every  corner  of  the  world. 
Thousands  of  flyers  were  handed  out  and  many  people  saw  our  signs  and 
banners.  Each  action  is  getting  larger  and  more  visible.  Thank  you  for 
emailing  us  your  reports  so  quickly.  Our  Support  Group  network  is  growing 
more  effective  and  better  organized.  This  Dune  25,  26,  and  27th  1999,  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  will  be  sponsoring  a LPSG  Organizing 
Conference  outside  Lawrence,  Kansas.  This  gathering  should  help  us  build  a 
movement  to  free  Leonard  Peltier.  Our  next  day  of  protest  is  February  6, 
1999.  We  are  asking  groups  to  organize  protests,  marches  or  vigils  out 
side  Federal  Buildings.  Again  urge  the  media  to  cover  the  event.  This  will 
mark  the  23rd  year  Leonard  has  been  in  prison.  Lets  demand  that  he  not 


spend  another  year  behind  bars. 


LAWRENCE,  KANSAS 

The  Lawrence  protest  started  at  3:30  at  the  corner  of  9th  Street  and 
Massachusetts  Street.  It  was  a very  cold  day  but  over  75  people  attended. 

The  protest  started  with  drumming  and  a prayer  by  Michael  Yellow  Bird. 

After  the  prayer  Lisa  Peltier,  Leonard's  daughter  read  his  statement  from 
prison.  She  has  been  meeting  with  him  since  the  lock  down  was  lifted  and 
expressed  is  gratitude  to  all  of  those  who  were  working  for  his  release. 
Carolyn  Mathews  sang  one  of  her  songs  about  Leonard's  plight.  Candles  were 
passed  out  and  LPDC  staff  person  Gina  Chiala  made  a statement  and  called  on 
everyone  to  join  in  a march  down  Massachusetts  Street.  All  50  candles 
donated  by  Waxworks  in  Lawrence  were  handed  out  and  many  other  people  held 
signs.  The  march  was  lead  by  the  drum  and  the  Lawrence  police  escorted  the 
crowd  down  the  main  street  of  town  down  to  the  park  across  from  city  hall. 
There  were  some  closing  statements  and  the  group  hurried  away  because  of 
the  freezing  temperatures. 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

Hi.  lust  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  our  rally  and  march  in  Washington,  DC 
went  well!  Our  estimate  was  130-150.  We  met  at  the  FBI  and  marched  to  the 
White  House.  We  held  rallies  at  both  locations.  We  marched  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Stop  the  Bombing  in  Iraq  group.  Not  only  did  this  help  our  numbers 
slightly,  but  we  were  able  to  educate  even  more  people  about  Leonard.  No 
major  problems  although  the  police  blocked  us  from  marching  in  the  street 
and  forced  everyone  onto  the  sidewalk.  This  was  after  they  had  told  us  we 
could  march  in  the  street.  The  numbers  were  slightly  less  then  we  had 
expected,  but  still  a 

good  turnout.  Oh,  and  the  benefit  show  we  did  went  well.  We  had  around  70 
people  and  raised  some  dollars.  Will  let  you  know  an  exact  amount  this 
week.  Take  Care, 

A second  report  on  the  Washington  DC  protest 

Dust  back  in  Morgantown,  WV  from  DC  and  the  Peltier  rally.  Three  of  us  are 
Morgantown  Anarchist  Group  (AAC)  members;  the  other  a leftist  foreign 
student.  We  all  agreed  the  demo  was  too  small:  maybe  100  or  150.  200  would 
be  pushing  it.  We  expected  1,000.  But  it  was  a spirited  crowd.  We  were 
angered  by  the  cops  refusing  us  access  to  the  streets.  Some  of  the 
organizers  argued  with  them,  saying  they  did  have  a permit  to  march  in  the 
streets.  Who  knows?  So,  we  marched  on  the  sidewalk  chanting  Peltier/Iraq 
slogans,  from  the  FBI  building  to  the  White  House.  While  we  (MAGees) 
agreed,  in  theory  and  in  the  spirit  of  unity,  that  combining  the  issues  of 
Peltier  and  the  Iraq  bombings  was  OK  (even  though  we'd  had  no  say  in  it)  it 
seemed  to  us  to  be  pushing  it  a little.  There  weren't  enough  Peltier  signs 
nor  speeches  on  Peltier  specifically.  And  there  had  already  been  a march 
against  the  Iraq  war  on  a previous  night  and  there's  to  be  another  tomorrow 
(Sun.  12.20  1:00  PM  at  Dupont  Circle  then  march  to  the  White  House).  We  got 
to  meet  anarchists/Wobs/punx  from  the  DC  area  and  Baltimore.  A person  from 
International  Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal  spoke  angrily 
and  passionately  about  Peltier,  Mumia,  Iraq.  Mauri  Salakahn  - African 
American  Muslim  human  rights/prison  rights  activist  - spoke.  A guy  from 
Positive  Force  spoke  about  growing  up  white  on  an  Indian  reservation, 
fearing  the  American  Indian  Movement  then  later  having  them  become  his 
heroes.  A fellow  from  the  International  Action  Center  spoke  about  Iraq  and 
the  harassment  we  were  getting  from  the  cops.  We  hadn't  planned  to  engage 
in  civil  disobedience  and  if  anyone  there  did,  they  weren't  talking  about  it. 
We  hope  to  hear  lots  more  reports  of  Peltier  actions  around  the  world. 

-A  MAG  member 

SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON 
Dec.  19th  NWLPSN  Report 

Leonard  Peltier  supporters  gathered  together  at  the  Federal  Court  House  in 
Seattle  where  Dim  McMahan  spoke  for  the  Seattle  LPSG  and  Steve  Hapy  ,jr  and 
Arthur  D.  Miller  spoke  from  the  Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network. 

We  then  marched  across  downtown  Seattle  to  Westlake  Plaza  where  we  joined 
up  with  a large  anti-war  rally.  Arthur  D.  Miller  of  the  NWLPSN  was  the 


first  speaker  at  the  anti-war  rally  where  he  denounced  the  bombing  of  Iraq 
and  called  upon  people  to  resist  all  war,  including  the  war  at  home.  And 
then  challenged  people  to  work  for  peace  by,  not  only  by  marching  for 
peace,  but  also  working  to  free  the  victims  of  the  government's  war  policy 
at  home  such  as  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu-Damal.  We  then  marched  in  the 
anti-war  march  with  our  large  Peltier  banners.  We  handed  out  400  fliers. 

LANSING,  MICHIGAN 

This  week  was  very  busy  with  numerous  demonstrations  around  the  state 
protesting  the  renewed  bombing  of  Iraq.  Major  actions  took  place  in 
Lansing,  Detroit,  Ann  Arbor,  and  Grand  Rapids.  People  in  other  cities  also 
began  to  organize  for  future  protests.  For  many  of  us,  these  activities 
culminated  on  Saturday,  December  19th  with  a Peltier/Mumia  rally  in 
Lansing,  on  the  capitol  steps. 

People  began  arriving  at  noon.  At  the  most,  there  were  approximately  100 
people  in  attendance.  Organizations  represented  included  AIM,  the  Michigan 
Mumia  Support  Coalition,  and  the  IWW.  The  rally  began  with  an  invocation 
and  pipe  ceremony.  This  was  followed  by  speeches  about  Leonard  Peltier  and 
Mumia  Abu-lamal,  the  reading  of  a statement  from  Michigan  political 
prisoner  Ali  Khalid  Abdullah,  and  statements  from  Leonard  Peltier.  Other 
speakers  addressed  the  bombing  of  Iraq. 

Once  all  were  given  a chance  to  speak,  there  was  a march  to  the  nearby 
Federal  Dustice  building  where  everyone  (including  a three-  year-old  child) 
engaged  in  civil  disobedience  by  chalking  the  sidewalks  around  the 
building.  A few  bold  people  ventured  onto  federal  property,  and  someone 
wrote  on  the  side  of  the  building,  "AIM  was  here." 

Afterwards,  everyone  marched  over  to  the  diocese  of  Lansing,  where 
refreshments  were  served  in  the  Madonna  Room.  There,  while  taking  off  the 
winter  chill  with  hot  tea  and  coffee,  people  broke  into  two  groups  to 
brainstorm  and  network  on  Leonard  and  Mumia.  Virtually  everyone  from  the 
rally  attended  the  conference,  and  there  was  a general  exchange  of 
information  (email  addresses,  telephone  numbers,  and  addresses) . The 
potential  for  coordinating  future  actions  seems  quite  excellent.  Everyone 
finally  parted  at  4pm  and  went  their  separate  ways. 

Resistance  organizing  in  this  state  is  accelerating.  Kudos  especially 
to  the  high  school  students  who  are  taking  part  in  these  actions. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI 

Protesters  held  signs  and  passed  out  flyers  at  three  of  the  fountains  near 
downtown  Kansas  City.  Because  it  was  such  a busy  shopping  day  the  protest 
was  very  visible. 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  NEW  YORK 

The  New  York  City  vigil  had  15  people  who  braved  the  cold  to  hold  signs  and 
pass  out  flyers. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

It  was  cold  and  raining  here  in  Cincinnati.  We  met  on  the  plaza  level  of 
the  Stadium  in  downtown,  we  left  to  begin  our  march  around  11:20am. 
Approximately  25  showed  for  the  march.  We  went  north  through  downtown, 
passed  the  Federal  Building,  the  Courthouse,  and  the  downtown  shopping 
district.  We  passed  out  fliers  and  did  a couple  of  chants  along  the  whole 
way.  We  ended  our  march  at  Washington  Park,  where  there  were  approximately 
20-25  more  people  waiting  for  us.  There,  we  had  petition  signing  and  we 
passed  out  more  fliers.  It  was  a successful  day  for  the  weather 
conditions.  On  the  morning  of  our  march  an  article  was  printed  in  the 
Enquirer  on  the  march,  and  at  our  rally  a reporter  from  Everybody's  News 
showed  up  so  we  may  be  in  their  paper  this  Thursday. 

>From  Cincinnati, 

LeeAnn  McNabb 

DENVER,  COLORADO 

Over  25  people  came  out  in  the  cold  and  snow  to  hold  signs,  banners  and 
pass  out  flyers. 


GREENFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 

To:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

>From  LPSG  in  western  Massachusetts 

December  19,  1998  in  New  England  began  ominously  with  sleeting  rain,  slick 
roads  and  fast  moving  clouds.  The  local  Co-op,  Green  Fields  Market  on  Main 
Street  gave  us  use  of  their  Community  Conference  Space  for  the  day.  We 
circled  in  the  morning,  eight  of  us  were  committed  to  actions  that  might  be 
perceived  as  civil  disobedience,  which  we  view  as  being  civilly  responsible. 
However,  it  became  clear  when  Craig,  our  main  peacekeeper,  reported  that  the 
police  were  under  much  strain,  that  they  were  taking  on  double  shifts  and 
one  traffic  accident  away  from  losing  all  their  reserves,  plus,  the  bombing 
of  Iraq  and  the  impeachment  proceedings,  which  made  only  local  press 
available,  it  didn't  seem  like  the  right  day  for  civil  disobedience.  Yet  it 
didn't  take  long  for  us  to  commit  to  taking  these  actions  on  February  6 at 
the  Federal  Building  in  Springfield,  Mass. 

Our  rally  in  front  of  the  Court  House  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts  was 
well  attended  with  wonderful  banners  and  with  Doshua  bringing  a sweet  goat 
and  a sign  about  Leonard  being  used  as  a scape  goat.  We  joined  in  a circle 
and  many  spoke  of  our  solidarity  with  Leonard  and  justice.  We  announced  our 
decision  about  February  6 and  called  upon  others  to  join  in  a Coalition. 

It  was  powerful  reading  Leonard's  statement  and  wanting  to  somehow  help 
influence  his  freedom  this  holiday.  Many  speakers  shared  feelings  and 
experiences  on  many  issues.  We  also  support  the  LPDC's  efforts  for  the 
release  of  Canada's  report  on  the  extradition  process.  We  hope  many  will 
join  us  on  February  6 to  try  and  gain  national  attention  on  this  important 
International  campaign. 

We  are  planning  civil  disobedient  actions  to  incorporate  arguments  for  our 
defense.  We  plan  to  hang  our  literature  on  the  Federal  Building,  which 
shouldn't  threaten  anyone  with  jail  time,  but  we  feel  this  is  a good 
opportunity  to  expose  Leonard's  plight  and  fight  for  our  innocence. 

Leonard's  imprisonment  is  not  just  a Native  American  issue,  but  an  American 
issue.  We  hope  to  bring  this  to  the  media's  attention.  One  of  the  signs  we 
may  hang  up  on  the  Federal  building  that  we  posted  in  Greenfield  says,  "FBI 
Abuses  Threaten  Democracy  - Free  Leonard  Peltier." 

After  our  rally,  which  was  being  covered  by  the  Greenfield  and  Brattleboro, 
Vermont  newspapers,  we  posted  more  fliers,  handed  out  literature  and  went 
back  to  our  meeting  space,  rekindled  the  sage  and  watch  videos,  including 
the  "60  Minutes"  tape  on  Leonard,  and  other  network  news  profiles  and 
"Incident  at  Oglala." 

December  19  might  not  be  what  we  were  expecting,  but  it  was  a good  day. 

We  hope  to  network  with  many  LPSG's  responding  to  Leonard's  plight  with 
nonviolent  civil  disobedient  actions  on  the  23rd  anniversary  of  his  arrest 
in  the  spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  Mahatma  Ghandi  and  Martin  Luther  King,  Dr.  to 
help  heal  American  injustice  and  racism. 

Reprinted  from  Greenfield  Recorder  (without  permission) 

Supporters  still  seek  justice  for  jailed  American  Indian 
Backers  turn  out  for  Leonard  Peltier 
By  Ken  Eysaman  Recorder  Staff 

GREENFIELD  - Nearly  23  years  after  Leonard  Peltier  was  sent  to  prison  in 
Leavenworth,  Kan.,  Donathan  Marks  still  wants  justice. 

Carrying  signs  that  read  "Injustice  Hurts  Us  All,  Clemency  for  Leonard", 
"Free  Leonard  Peltier,  He  is  a scapegoat  for  the  FBI"  and  "Free  Leonard 
Peltier,  a Native  American  Political  Prisoner  for  23  Years",  about  30 
people  turned  out  Saturday  for  a morning  rally  in  front  of  the  courthouse 
on  Main  Street. 

An  American  Indian  activist,  Peltier  was  convicted  in  1976  of  murdering 
two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservation  in  South  Dakota.  Since 
then  he  has  maintained  his  innocence  and  human  rights  groups  and  civil 
rights  leaders  have  cited  his  case  as  a grave  injustice. 

Part  of  an  international  effort  to  spur  the  Clinton  administration  to 
grant  Peltier  a presidential  pardon,  the  group  of  local  supporters  planned 
Saturday's  rally  hoping  for  a holiday  pardon.  Since  his  arrest  in  1976, 
more  than  20  million  letters  have  been  written  on  Peltier's  behalf. 

Local  supporters  said  they  hope  their  action  will  build  awareness  of  the 


case  and  highlight  the  importance  of  justice  for  Peltier  and  all  Americans. 
"What  better  way  can  I support  my  country,  family  and  freedom  this  holiday 
season  than  by  supporting  Leonard  Peltier?"  asked  Mark,  of  Wendell. 

Holding  a sign  that  read  "Fast  for  Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier",  area 
activist  Wally  Nelson  told  the  circle  of  protestors  that  "we  are  at  the 
right  place  and  the  right  time  to  say  Leonard  Peltier  needs  to  be  free."  As 
he  was  preparing  his  remarks  for  the  demonstration.  Nelson  said  he  began  to 
"think  in  terms  of  how  we  can  help  each  other". 

Eight  protesters  had  planned  on  being  arrested  Saturday  for  "acts  of  civil 
disobedience"  but  a strapped  Greenfield  Police  Department  told  organizers 
of  the  protest  that  they  were  too  busy  to  handle  the  arrests.  "We  met  with 
the  police  chief  and  several  officers  who  told  us  they  had  occupied  with 
more  serious  crimes,"  Mark  said,  "and  with  the  bombings  in  Iraq  and  the  icy 
weather  we  decided  that  civil  disobedience  might  not  be  the  appropriate 
thing  to  do".  But  the  protesters  still  marched  down  Main  Street  posting 
their  message  of  freedom  for  Peltier  on  storefronts,  parking  meters  and 
even  the  manger  scene  on  the  Town  Common. 

Greenfield  Police  Saturday  reported  no  arrests  related  to  the  protest. 

Mark  said  that  he  feels  strongly  about  Peltier's  case  even  after  23  years 
because  "democracy  is  being  threatened".  "This  obvious  injustice  upsets  me 
as  an  American",  he  said.  Amnesty  International  has  called  the  Peltier  case 
a glaring  example  of  FBI  tampering  with  the  judicial  process  in  a political 
trial.  In  1993,  Peltier  applied  for  Executive  Clemency,  hoping  that 
President  Clinton  would  give  his  case  a "fair  and  impartial  review". 

That  process  usually  takes  about  six  to  nine  months.  Peltier,  however, 
has  only  received  a form  letter  of  response,  indicating  that  his  application 
is  still  under  review.  Besides  Main  Street  in  Greenfield,  about  30  other 
rallies  were  planned  Saturday  in  cities  across  the  country  and  world, 
including  Washington  DC,  Lawrence  Kansas,  San  Francisco,  Melbourne 
Australia,  Brussels  Belgium  and  New  York  City. 

The  Kansas  based  Peltier  Defense  Committee  has  planned  a similar  protest 
on  Feb.  6,  which  marks  the  23rd  anniversary  of  his  arrest  in  Canada.  The 
Western  Mass  Peltier  Support  Group  plans  to  stage  a protest  at  the  Federal 
Building  in  Springfield,  where  several  hope  to  be  arrested  for  acts  of 
civil  disobedience. 

http: //urban legends .miningco. com/ library/ bihoax. htm 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 

The  Demonstration  for  Leonard  Peltier  was  a great  event.  Here  is  a article 
from  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  that  explains.  Because  of  the  Bombing  in 
Iraq  our  Committee  decided  to  march  to  the  Iraq  demonstration  after  our 
rally  at  UN  Plaza.  The  rally  had  numerous  speakers  including  Augustine 
Cebada  of  the  Aztlan  Liberation  Organization/Brown  Berets,  03,  former 
Political  Prisoner  and  representing  the  FREE  Wolverine  Campaign,  Gloria  La 
Riva,  National  Peoples  Cambering,  Karen  Pickett,  Earth  First,  Bobby 
Castillo,  International  Spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee,  Adam  Villogomez,  North  Coast  American  Indian  Movement,  and  many 
more.  The  event  was  led  with  a prayer  by  Leonard  Aunt  and  the  Native 
Brotherhood  Drum  sand  the  Peltier  song,  the  drum  also  led  the  entire  walk 
of  both  demonstrations.  The  LPDC  would  like  to  thank  Gloria  La  Riva  and 
Dick  Becker  of  the  National  Peoples  Campaign  for  their  cooperation  and 
support  in  combining  the  Peltier  Rally  with  the  great  demonstration  they 
organized  for  the  people  of  Iraq. 

LPDC 

City  boils  with  all-purpose  protest  Sunday,  December 
By  Michael  Dougan  20,  1998 
HOME  OF  THE  EXAMINER  STAFF  News 

Causes  include  anti-bombing,  pro-Peltier  and  anti-impeachment 

About  500  demonstrators  marched  through  San  Francisco  Saturday  to  protest 
the  bombing  of  Iraq  --  and,  while  they  were  at  it,  the  imprisonment  of 
Leonard  Peltier,  the  impeachment  process  and  the  labor  practices  of  the 
Walt  Disney  corporation. 

Some  demonstrators  chanted  about  Turkey's  policy  toward  Kurdistan  while 
others  handed  out  flyers  protesting  actions  of  the  Mexican  government. 


Signs  bobbing  above  the  crowd  touted  a bewildering  variety  of  causes: 

"No  blood  for  oil . " 

"Free  Leonard  Peltier." 

"Return  the  Presidio  to  the  Ohlone  Nation." 

"Israel  Out  of  the  West  Bank." 

The  anti-bombing  rally  swelled  in  size  when  it  merged  with  a demonstration 
against  the  continued  imprisonment  of  Indian  activist  Peltier  (convicted  of 
the  murder  of  two  FBI  agents). 

"Leonard  Peltier's  heart  goes  out  to  the  Iraqi  people  today/'  said  speaker 
Bobby  Castillo. 

After  a rally  at  the  BART  plaza  at  Mission  and  24th  streets, 
demonstrators  marched  toward  U.N.  Plaza  downtown,  blocking  one  lane  of 
Mission  Street  traffic  as  several  dozen  police  officers  looked  on. 

The  protest  parade  took  on  the  feel  of  a marathon  competition  when  leaders 
veered  off  Mission  Street  and  led  marchers  on  a circuitous  - and  seemingly 
endless  --  route  up  Fillmore  Street  and  then  east  on  Haight  Street. 

Many  protesters,  unable  to  endure  a forced  march,  dropped  out  en  route. 
Fewer  than  half  arrived  at  U.N.  Plaza  on  Market  Street  more  than  two  hours 
later.  Although  the  march  was  scheduled  to  end  there,  it  didn't. 

Demonstrators  stomped  through  the  plaza  and  on  Market  Street,  tying  up 
traffic  as  they  proceeded  toward  the  Ferry  Building.  As  last-minute 
Christmas  shoppers,  arms  loaded  with  bags,  looked  on,  the  protesters  chanted: 

"Stop  your  shopping!  Bombs  are  dropping."  A handful  of  shoppers  did  join 
the  march. 

The  long  hike  finally  came  to  a close  at  Market  and  Sansome  Streets,  where 
speakers  standing  in  the  bed  of  a yellow  pickup  truck  lectured  the  crowd  on 
the  evils  of  bombing  Iraq. 

The  Saturday  morning  House  vote  to  impeach  President  Clinton  was  on  the 
minds  of  many  demonstrators,  who  argued  that  it  was  the  right  idea  for  the 
wrong  reason. 

"It's  ludicrous  what  he's  being  impeached  for,"  said  loanne  Heisel,  48,  of 
San  Francisco.  "But  I definitely  consider  (the  bombing)  a high  crime  and 
misdemeanor . " 

Several  times,  demonstrators  chanted:  "Clinton,  Clinton,  you  can't  hide. 

We  charge  you  with  genocide." 

Dick  Becker,  of  the  International  Action  Center,  an  anti-intervention  group 
that  organized  the  march  and  was  formed  during  the  Gulf  War,  echoed  many  of 
the  speakers  who  called  the  bombing  "racist  imperialism." 

Although  uniformed  police,  in  squad  cars  and  on  motorcycles,  tailed  the 
protesters,  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  march.  No  incidents  or  arrests 
were  reported.  By  the  time  the  march  was  over,  the  bombing  was,  too.  During 
the  afternoon,  Clinton  announced  that  the  air  strikes  had  ended. 
c.1998  San  Francisco  Examiner 
COSTA  MESA,  CALIFORNIA 

"RE : LPDC  News  Part  II"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Dec  1998  11:47:43  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : LPDC/  News  part  II. 

UUCP  email 

COSTA  MESA,  CALIFORNIA 

Activists  handed  out  flyers  and  held  banners  out  side  the  main  shopping 
mall  in  Costa  Mesa. 

RENO,  NEVADA 

Because  of  the  freezing,  and  better  than  average  cold  weather,  nobody  from 
the  campus  green  party  showed  that  said  they  would  show.  They  said  they 
were  going  to  post  copies  of  the  LPDC  poster  all  over  the  campus.  I took 
their  word  for  this  and  assumed  they  did.  But,  I only  had  some  walk-bys 
Enquirer  within  the  6 hours  I stayed  at  the  vigil  site. 

Reno  News  & Review  claimed  they  would  cover  this  NDP  for  Leonard  and 


Mumia,  but  no  one  ever  showed  up.  And,  this  after  they  were  given  notice 
weeks  in  advance  of  the  plans. 

I handed  out  the  fact  sheets  on  Leonard  and  Mumia  as  well  as  the  comments 
by  the  historian  Zinn.  The  banner  reading  : STOP  THE  EXECUTION  OF  MUMIA  was 
placed  on  the  metal  picnic  table.  I displayed  three  glass  vigil  candles 
with  the  following  slogans  I had  painted  on  them  with  enamel  paint  : 
FREEDOM  FOR  LEONARD  AND  MUMIA  NOW  ! 

ALL  POWER  TO  THE  PEOPLE  ! ( WITH  A PEACE  SIGN) 

this  had  ' U.S.  GET  OUT  OF  IRAQ  AND  STAY  OUT!'  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

STOP  REPRESSION  ( WITH  A NO  TO  POLICE  STATE  AMERIKA  SLOGAN). 

CointelproWatch  BBS 
(702)  329-1543 

Local  Watchdog  BBS  Exposing  the  Resurgent  Right. 

LINCOLN,  NEBRASKA 

Hi  Gina  and  Pat,  Here  in  Lincoln  we  didn't  feel  organized  enough  for  Civil 
Disobedience  as  we  learned  about  it  late.  What  we  did  do  is  make  over  1000 
xmas  cards  with  information  on  Leonard's  case  and  put  them  on  windshields 
at  shopping  Malls.  I another  Civil  Disobedience  were  to  be  planned  for  say 
6 months  from  now,  we  would  gladly  be  active  in  it.  We,  of  course, 
would  prefer  that  Mondo  and  Ed  Poindexter  (former  Black  Panther  Party 
members  ) as  well  as  all  Political  Prisoners  be  included  in  the  focus. 
Either  way,  we  will  help.  Tekla,  Matt,  Mary  and  other  members  of  the 
activist  community-Nebraska 

ONTARIO,  CANADA 

Civic  Square  in  front  of  City  Hall-Sault  Ste  Marie-7-9PM 
Pat : 

I was  disappointed  with  the  turn-out  for  the  Sault  Ste.  marie,  Ontario 
event  in  support  of  Leonard.  All  newspapers  and  media  were  contact.  The 
local  Member  of  parliament  was  asked  to  come  and  explain  what  is  happening 
with  the  Minister  of  Justice's  investigation  and  report  into  the 
extradition  of  Leonard.  No  one  came  from  the  media  and  the  MP  did  not 
show.  Up  until  the  18th  of  December,  we  had  had  no  snow.  On  the  18th,  we 
had  a blizzard  which  lasted  into  the  19th,  then  bitter  cold.  That  kept  the 
crowd  down  especially  as  we  had  an  outdoor  event  as  the 

local  university  would  not  give  us  indoor  space.  However,  those  that  came 
were  enthusiastic  and  eventually  cold.  They  promised  to  write  letters  to 
the  Justice  Minister  and  local  MP.  We  will  begin,  soon,  to  organize 
another  event.  By  the  way  Liberal  member  of  Parliament,  Dennis 
Mills,  has  told  me  he  has  written  the  Justice  Minister  to  find  out  why  the 
report  has  not  been  released.  Tell  me  when  another  event  in  support  of 
Leonard  is  to  be,  I will  get  on  it  soon.  Billy  Mills  has  his  fun  run  here 
in  July.  He  always  mentions  Leonard  and  talks  with  pride  about  him.  I 
hope  everything  went  well  elsewhere. 

Rick  Palmer 

Pat,  One  good  thing  about  the  Dec.  19th,  event  up  here.  The  group 
unanimously  asked  me  to  write  a letter  to  our  local  Liberal  MP  to  ask  what 
he  has  done  for  Leonard  and  to  get  the  release  of  the  Justice  Dept,  report. 

I will  do  so  and  send  you  a copy.  I will  met  with  the  Mp  and  remind  him 
that  other  Liberals  like  Dennis  Mills  are  concerned  and  want  the  release  of 
the  report.  I will  tell  him  that  all  who  attended  the  19th  event  want 
their  MP  to  work  actively  to  help  Leonard  and  get  the  report  released.  I 
wish  the  Chippewa  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Michigan  would  get  involved.  They 
are  now  wealthy  with  Casino  money  but  are  less  involved  in  social  justice. 

I am  sure  that  is  why  Billy  Mills  brings  up  Leonard's  cause  when  he  makes 
his  annual  visit  here.  That  visit  is  sponsored  by  the  Chippewa.  We  will 
start  organizing  for  Feb.  6th  during  the  holidays.  Next  Fall  my  son  will 
be  at  Carleton  Univ.  in  Ottawa  and  he  will  get  involved  there. 

Rick  Palmer 

ROCHESTER,  NEW  YORK 

Liberty  Pole  at  2 PM-Justin  Dewyea-716-225-4037-free-chiapas@hotmail.com 


MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA 

I mentioned  recently  that  I would  help  coordinate  a Leonard  Peltier  Non 
Violent  Civil  Disobedience  on  Saturday  December  19  in  Melbourne, 

Australia.  The  Anarchist  Black  Cross  Melbourne  (of  which  I am  a part)  has 
agreed  to 

support  the  action.  The  event  will  occur  all  day  from  10am  at  the  American 
Consulate  which  is 

situated  at  553  St  Kilda  Rd,  Melbourne. 
madwog@xchange . anarki . net 

The  anarchist  black  cross  can  be  contacted  at 
abc@xchange . anarki . net 

PO  BOX  199  BRUNSWICK  EAST  VICTORIA  AUSTRALIA  3057 
TUCSON,  ARIZONA 

Dear  Persons  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

This  is  a report  on  the  demonstration  activity  in  Tucson,  Arizona  on  Dec. 

19,  1998 

This  is  a report  of  my  personal  experience.  I heard  of  the  planned 
demonstrations  from  a report  by  your  organization  posted  on  the  Serendipity 
Discussion  List  on  the  computer.  I am  an  active  member  of  the  Native 
American  community  here  in  Tucson.  There  was  no  information  among  our 
people  here.  There  were  no  flyers,  it  was  not  mentioned  on  the  Native 
American  radio  programs  on  our  community  radio  station.  There  were  no 
flyers  at  our  most  recent  pow  wows.  From  our  usual  points  of  information 
here,  there  was  nothing.  All  was  silent. 

I printed  the  information  about  the  upcoming  demonstrations,  the  list  of 
cities  planning  demonstrations,  and  the  statement  from  Leonard  Peltier.  I 
began  making  phone  calls  to  see  if  I could  find  out  where  and  when  so  I 
could  inform  my  circle.  I finally  called  the  Tucson  Indian  Center.  They 
told  me  that  something  would  occur  in  their  parking  lot  that  Saturday.  They 
could  not  tell  me  what,  or  what  time.  They  said  that  they  had  only  received 
one  flyer  and  that  it  had  been  taken. 

So  I arrived  there  at  10:00  a.m.  assuming  that  I should  be  there  in  time 
to  help  if  any  help  was  needed. 

A tiny,  scraggly  group  representing  about  5 different  tiny  organizations 
set  up  little  tables  of  literature.  Earth  First,  Food  Not  Bombs, 

Organization  for  Ecological  Diversity,  Art  Action  Brigade. 

A few  folk  singers  came  and  sang  songs  on  totally  unrelated  topics. 

Someone  said.  "Well,  maybe  we  should  make  a Free  Leonard  sign"  It  didn't 
get  done. 

I came  there  for  a Leonard  Peltier  rally.  I got  up  on  their  flat  bed  truck 
morning  and  evening  and  read  his  statement  that  I got  from  Serendipity.  I 
sang  Honoring,  Victory,  and  Prayer  song  for  him. 

At  most  about  10  people  were  there  all  day.  In  all  honesty,  the  best  thing 
that  happened,  was  a good  talk  about  the  struggle  of  the  non-signers  on  Big 
Mountain . 

Allen  Gainey  Director  of  "Winds  That  Speak"  radio  program  on  KXCI 
community  station,  read  the  statement.  I got  a copy  of  if  for  him,  on  his 
radio  program.  He  also  played  the  Robbie  Robertson  song  "Sacrifice",  that 
includes  clips  of  Peltier  speaking. 

What  I think  of  as  I consider  this  is  Leonard  Peltier's  statement  that 
nothing  is  too  small.  Think  of  a mosquito  in  a small  closed  room. 

Thank  you  for  listening.  Banaysheug  Kwe 

Hi  Leonard,  Gina,  Breeze  and  everybody  at  the  LPDC-Office, 

Here  a summary  of  the  actions  of  the  LPSG-France  between  December  8th  to 
19th  : 

- December  8th  - 11th  : I have  attended  the  opening  of  the  official 
celebration  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights.  I was  representing  the  LPSG-France  & European  Network  at  the  Human 
Rights  Defenders  Summit  which  was  taking  place  at  the  Palais  de  Chaillot 
(place  where  the  Human  Rights  Declaration  was  signed  50  years  ago).  Leonard 
Peltier  was  officially  and  symbolically  invited  by  the  four  NGOs  which 
organized  this  event  (Amnesty  International,  France-Libertes,  International 


Federation  of  Human  Rights  and  ATD  - Fourth  World)  at  this  summit  and 
recognized  as  a Human  Rights  Defender.  The  name  of  Leonard  was  included  in 
the  long  list  of  Human  Rights  Defenders  incarcerated  for  their  actions  and 
believes  (African,  Asian,  Palestinian,  Peruvian,  Colombian,  Tibetan, 
Kurds,...  political  prisoners  and  prisoners  of  consciousness).  The  name  of 
Leonard  Peltier  and  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal  were  mentioned  by  Pierre  Sanne, 
Executive  Director  of  Amnesty  International.  The  next  day,  Bobby  Castillo, 

I Resistance),  Geronimo  Di-Daga  Pratt  (former  BPP  political  prisoner), 
Daribou  Hill  (lawyer  in  the  US),  Danielle  Mitterrand  (president  of  France 
Libertes),  the  International  Federation  for  Human  Rights  (FIDH),  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  the  National  Democratic  Institute, . . . (Bobby  and/or  I 
will  give  you  more  details  soon).  Bobby  made  also  an  interview  about 
Indigenous  Peoples'  struggle  and  about  Leonard's  case  for  the  French 
channel  "Histoire"  in  the  program  co-produced  by  Amnesty  Int'l. 

- December  12th  : Demonstration  in  front  of  the  US  Consulate  against  Death 
Penalty  in  the  US  and  for  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu  Damal 
(about  350  people  attended).  This  demonstration  was  organized  by 
International  Concerned  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal  - France, 
Nitassinan  CSIA,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - France,  MRAP,  , Amnesty  - 
France,  ACAT, . . . The  speakers  were  : Mouloud  Aounit  (MRAP),  Denis  Robillard 
(director  of  Amnesty  - France),  Bobby  Castillo,  Dennis  Brutus,  Dulia  Wright 
(International  Concerned  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia  Abu  lamal  - France), 
Linda  Casey  (Americans  Against  Death  Penalty),  Christine  Paule  Trocellier 
(ACAT),... 

- December  13th  : Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG  - France  and  CSPCL  organized  a day 
of  information  in  solidarity  with  the  Zapatistas  communities  in  Chiapas. 
There  was  also  a benefit  concert  by  the  Band  Flor  del  Fango  to  raise  money 
to  send  to  the  Zapatistas  communities. 

- December  14th  : I met  with  lose  Morales  and  Rigoberto  luarez 
(representatives  of  COPMAGUA  - Coordination  of  the  Maya  Peoples  of 
Guatemala)  to  help  them  to  get  support  in  France  for  the  recognition  of 
their  Indigenous  rights).  I also  explained  them  about  Leonard's  health 
situation.  They  are  ready  to  help  and  to  write  to  Clinton  and  Kathleen  Hawk 
to  support  Leonard.  Their  organization  represent  millions  of  Mayas  in 
Guatemala . 

- December  15th  : A delegation  of  Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG  - France  went  to 
Strasbourg  (East  of  France).  There,  I spoke  with  friends  (who  helped  Bobby 
last  October)  and  we  are  planning  to  open  an  office  in  Strasbourg.  This 
office  would  offer  a good  opportunity  for  indigenous  representatives  to 
lobby  the  European  Parliament.  It  could  also  be  used  by  the  LPSG  - European 
Network  to  do  our  lobby  work  at  this  parliament...  (It  is  just  an  idea  for 
the  moment) . 

- December  16th  : Symposium  at  the  European  Parliament,  organized  by  Mrs 
Aline  Pailler  (member  of  the  European  Parliament/United  Left  Group), 
International  Concerned  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal  - France  and 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - France.  This  symposium  was  against  Death 
Penalty  in  the  US,  to  save  Mumia  Abu-lamal  and  to  support  freedom  for 
Leonard  Peltier...  The  delegation  which  addressed  the  European  Parliament 
Members  was  composed  by  Angela  Davis,  Bobby  Castillo,  Dulia  Wright,  Ramona 
Africa  (MOVE),  Sam  Dordan  (Amnesty  USA),  Pr  Raymond  Winbush  (Director  of 
the  Race  Relation  Institute),  Leonard  Weinglass  (Lead  Attorney  of  Mumia 
Abu-Damal) . . . At  4.30pm,  there  was  also  a press  conference  where  among  the 
issues,  members  of  the  European  Parliament  announced  that  they  will  present 
a new  resolution  concerning  Leonard  Peltier  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Parliament  in  Danuary.  (I  have  to  work  with  them  to  draft  the  resolution). 
Angela  Davis  made  also  an  interview  for  the  French  National  TV  "France  3 

- December  17th  : Bobby  took  his  plane  back  to  the  States  to  be  on  time  for 
the  demonstration  planned  in  SF  for  October  19th. 

The  same  day,  the  European  Parliament  adopted  a resolution  condemning  Death 
Penalty  in  the  US,  in  China  , in  Saudi  Arabia,  Turkmenistan  and  asking 
governor  Ridge  to  commute  the  sentence  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal. 

- December  18th  : - I had  a phone  conversation  with  Martina  Roels  (KWIA  - 
Belgium)  to  define  a lobby  strategy  for  the  planned  resolution  for  Leonard 
Peltier  at  the  European  Parliament. 

- In  Grenoble  (South-East  of  France),  the  organization  Wicaphi  and  Radio 


Gnezivaudan  made  an  evening  about  Leonard  with  screening  of  the  movie 
"Incident  At  Oglala". 

- December  19th  / International  Day  in  Solidarity  with  Leonard  Peltier  : 
Paris  : -12am  : As  the  National  Coordinator  of  the  LPSG  - France,  I had  an 
one  hour  interview  in  Radio  Gresivaudan  about  the  support  of  Leonard  in 
France  and  at  the  European  level.  I also  spoke  about  the  recent  development 
in  the  case,  (this  interview  was  made  at  the  occasion  of  their  special 
program  about  Peltier  from  9am  to  5pm  with  several  interviews  made  since 
1992  until  today  about  Leonard's  case  - Interviews  of  Ammon  Russell  - Dineh 
of  Big  Mountain  and  I,  made  in  February  1992,  interview  of  Bobby  Castillo 
made  last  October,  your  interview,  Gina,  made  at  the  beginning  of  December 
and  two  live  interviews,  mine  and  one  with  Denis  Robillard  (Amnesty  France). 

- Afternoon  : Fax  attack  in  direction  of  the  Clinton/White  Flouse  (Clemency 
Campaign),  of  lanet  Reno  (Clemency  Campaign  & Health  situation)  and 
Kathleen  Hawk  (Health  Situation)... 

- 9pm  : I made  a presentation  of  the  Peltier's  case  at  a concert  organized 
especially  for  the  Int'l  Peltier  day  by  two  Reggae/Dub  Bands  : Ayahuasca 
and  Spartakus  Dub  Komando.  (about  200  people  attended).  The  concert  ended 
at  4am  after  a lungle  Lacandon  Party)... 

Take  care, 

Sylvain 

SEE  YOU  FEBRUARY  6TH  and  please  call  Senator  Paul  Wellston  at  202-224-5641 
and  Congressman  lohn  Conyers  at  202-225-5126  and  request  a hearing  into  the 
FBI's  attacks  on  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge  and  the  frame-up  of  Leonard 
Peltier.  Thanks  again  for  your  support. 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 
To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject:  line 

"RE : Mendota  Sacred  Sites  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Dec  1998  18:06:38  EST 
From:  DMKERR9@aol.com 
Sub j : sacred  sites  update 

UUCP  email 

Dear  friends. 

Wow  you  guys  are  so  great!  Thank  you  for  all  the  help  and  caring  support.  As 
Dim  said  "they  might  have  won  the  battle  but  they  certainly  didn't  win  the 
war!  As  we  speak,  the  group  is  at  a press  conference  and  their  spirits  are 
high.  It  is  amazing  to  me  that  the  police  would  be  so  violent  and 
destructive.  They  confiscated  everything  and  destroyed  many  things  as  well 
as  burning  down  the  sweat  lodge,  destroying  the  sacred  fire,  let  alone  the 
tipis,  tents  and  houses  which  were  bulldozed!  I guess  it  is  easier  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  consequences  of  behaviour  but  the  universe  knows!  They  may 
try  to  hide  the  truth  but  that  doesn't  work  anymore.  Everything  will  come 
out  for  the  world  to  see  in  broad  daylight.  People  can't  be  fooled  anymore. 
Dim  says  that  they  are  getting  ready  to  set  up  another  camp.  I phoned  him 
awhile  ago  and  asked  him  what  was  really  crucial  for  you  to  know.  Here  it  is. 

1.. Let  everyone  know.  Write  letters  (see  list  on  web  site 

<A  HREF="http : //members . aol . com//dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html" >Mendota 
Sacred  Sites</A>,  avalanche  them  with  mail. 

2..  5.nd  articles  to  newsletters,  newspapers,  wherever  you  can. 

3..  5.nd  MONEY.  We  need  money  to  pay  the  lawyers.  We  are  working  hard  to 
fight  this  legally  as  well  but  you  know  how  expensive  lawyers  are.  If  you 
want  to  send  money  contact  me  at  this  address  and  I will  tell  you  where  to 
send  it  and  I will  issue  you  a receipt.  Please  friends,  this  is  the  most 
pressing  need  at  this  point.  We  don't  want  to  lose  our  lawyers. 

4..  The  brave  souls  who  are  going  back  to  the  site  are  going  to  need  tents, 
tipis,  blankets,  tarps,  anything  that  will  help  keep  them  warm. 

5..  Food.  Dry  food  can  be  sent  to  me  and  as  soon  as  the  camp  is  set  up,  we 
will  tell  you  where  it  can  be  sent  there  or  delivered. 


6.. Pray.  The  Creator  has  been  our  most  powerful  ally.  He/she/it  knows 
exactly  what  to  do. 

Friends,  I am  in  the  process  of  straightening  out  my  email  addresses  so 
please  be  patient  if  you  get  more  than  one  of  these  letters  as  I know  there 
are  some  duplicates. 

I wish  all  of  you  a happy  holiday,  which  ever  one  is  the  one  you  observe. 
Be  happy,  the  world  is  dark  sometimes  but  the  dawn  is  coming. 

Love, 

Diane  Kerr  for  Dim  Anderson 

"RE : Ventura  Supports  Reroute" 

Date:  26  Dec  1998  18:39:47  GMT 
From:  Robert  Cherwink  <rc@vom.com> 

Sub j : Minnehaha  update  / Rte.  55  protest  coverage 

Newsgroup : mi sc . activism . progressive 


Aide  discloses  Ventura  supports  planned  Hwy.  55  reroute 


Aide  discloses  Ventura  supports  planned  Hwy.  55  reroute 
Minneapolis  Star-Tribune  Published  Wednesday,  December  23,  1998 
Steve  Brandt  / Star  Tribune 

Hesse  Ventura  will  support  the  Hwy.  55  route  advocated  by  highway 
planners  after  he's  sworn  in  as  Minnesota  governor,  an  aide  said 
Tuesday. 

The  disclosure  by  spokeswoman  Teresa  McFarland  on  Tuesday  is  a 
blow  to  the  hopes  of  those  who  oppose  the  planned  highway  route 
in  south  Minneapolis  and  just  outside. 

They  had  hoped  the  maverick  politician  would  halt  the  reroute, 
which  slices  close  to  the  Minnehaha  Creek  gorge  and  through 
groves  of  oaks. 

Their  hopes  were  based  on  three  factors.  First,  Ventura  grew  up 
near  Minnehaha  Park  and  said  he  played  in  the  creek  and 
Mississippi  River  bottoms  as  a boy.  Second,  Ventura  was  prompted 
to  run  for  his  first  public  office,  mayor  of  Brooklyn  Park,  by 
the  environmental  issue  of  city  plans  to  route  a storm  sewer 
through  a wetland.  Third,  during  his  campaign,  Ventura  answered  a 
question  during  a candidate  forum  in  a way  that,  to  road 
opponents,  sounded  as  though  he  wanted  to  protect  Minnehaha  Park. 

McFarland  disclosed  Ventura's  position  on  the  route  while 
confirming  that  he  supported  Sunday's  state-directed  raid  that 
dislodged  protesters  who  had  camped  out  in  houses  in  the  road's 
path . 

McFarland  said  Ventura  was  briefed  on  the  proposed  raid  by 
officials  of  Gov.  Arne  Carlson's  administration,  and  he  supported 
the  plans.  Ventura  doesn't  see  any  reason  to  change  plans  for  the 
road,  she  added. 

The  segment  of  Hwy.  55  between  E.  46th  Street  and  Hwy.  62  will 
swing  as  much  as  two  blocks  east  of  the  current  route.  The  new 
route  was  picked  in  the  early  1980s  after  study  by  a citizens' 
committee.  Construction  is  scheduled  to  start  next  summer  and  be 
completed  in  2000. 

Opponents  have  worked  to  block  the  rerouting  in  the  courts, 
through  community  organizing  and  by  occupying  the  seven 
state-owned  houses  they  were  evicted  from  on  Sunday.  Dill  Walker, 
a co-organizer  of  the  Stop  the  Re-Route  Coalition,  had  hoped 
Ventura  would  side  with  opponents. 

"Obviously,  it's  a disappointment.  I do  hope  that  he'll  consider 
meeting  with  all  of  us  to  re-evaluate  his  position,"  she  said. 

Robert  McFarlin,  spokesman  for  the  state  Department  of 
Transportation,  said  the  agency  has  been  feeding  information 
about  the  issue  to  Ventura  since  he  was  elected.  He  linked 
Ventura's  support  of  the  reroute  to  the  fact  that  the  project 
includes  light-rail  transit.  Walker  said  that  both  rail  and  an 


upgraded  road  could  follow  the  existing  route  of  Hwy.  55. 

Several  weeks  ago  Ventura  ducked  efforts  to  pin  him  down  on  the 
route  issue.  "They  can  protest  to  me  all  they  want.  I have  no 
weight  until  Dan.  4,"  he  told  reporters. 

Road  opponents  took  heart  from  an  answer  given  by  Ventura  to  a 
question  about  transportation  policy  during  an  environmental 
forum  during  the  campaign:  "I  support  the  rail  system,  very  much 
so.  I think  it's  time  to  move  forward  on  it.  I grew  up  in  south 
Minneapolis.  I went  to  Minneapolis  Roosevelt  High  School.  I grew 
up  at  Minnehaha  Park.  It  can  be  built  without  destroying 
Minnehaha  Park  and  the  trees  around  it.  That's  my  old 
neighborhood  so  I know  it  well." 

Walker  said  the  answer  was  applauded  because  the  audience  thought 
that  Ventura  was  against  the  planned  highway  route,  although 
Ventura  didn't  answer  a Sierra  Club  questionnaire  on  the  issue. 

The  Ventura  position  leaves  the  courts  as  the  main  hope  for 
reroute  opponents.  They  lost  the  first  round  of  a federal  court 
challenge  to  the  route  but  are  appealing  that  decision.  Leaders 
of  the  opposition  have  said  they  plan  to  file  additional  legal 
action  against  the  project. 

"RE : Poem:  Christmas  in  Mendota"  

Date:  98-12-24  22:30:54  EST 

From:  Wands  12 

Sub j : Christmas  in  Mendota 

The  Night  Before  Christmas 

Twas  the  night  before  Christmas 
and  all  through  the  camp 
It  was  quiet  and  empty 
and  cold  and  so  damp 

The  drum  had  been  silenced 
The  teepees  torn  down 
Our  Brothers,  Our  Sisters 
hauled  off  into  town 

MENDOTA,  COLD  WATER 
Where  waters  meet 
Now  trampled  and  broken 
'neath  storm  trooper's  feet 

Arrested  and  beaten... 
defiled  and  disgraced 
The  Governor's  GESTAPO 
Had  taken  this  place 

In  the  pre-dawn,  one  morning 
there  rose  such  a clatter... 

They  sprang  from  their  beds 
to  see  what  was  the  matter 

Thunder  shattered  the  calm 
of  this  sacred  place 
In  through  the  windows 
came  tear  gas  and  mace 

The  moon  on  a breast 
of  a new  fallen  snow 
gave  a luster  of  mid-day 
to  objects  below 


When  what  to  the  warrior's  eyes 


should  appear.  . . . 

But  600  L.  E,  ' s 
and  Governor  Fear 

With  MNDot  straddling 
up  to  the  side 
They  knew  in  a moment 
there  was  no  place  to  hide 

More  rapid  than  eagles  his  coursers  they  came 
He  whistled  and  shouted  and  called  them  by  name: 
"Bulldozer,  Cherry-Picker,  Back  Hoe,  and  Dump  Truck 
Hit  'em  right  now... we' re  really  in  luck!" 

"Chain  them ...  subdue  them 
Backs  to  the  wall . . . 

Destroy  it,  burn  it. 

Take  it  all" 

As  dry  leaves  that  before  a wild  hurricane  fly 
When  met  with  an  obstacle,  take  to  the  sky 
And  so  up  the  chimney,  the  storm  troopers  flew 
To  cuff  and  arrest  St.  Nicholas  too! 

And  then  in  a twinkling, 
we  heard  on  the  roof 
The  prancing  and  pawing 
of  blue  demon  hooves 

As  we  drew  in  our  heads 
and  were  turning  around 
Down  the  chimney  St  Nicholas 
came  with  a bound. 

He  was  dressed  all  in  red 
from  his  head  to  his  foot 
And  his  clothes  were  all  covered 
with  ashes  and  soot 

A fist  he  held  clenched 
high  in  the  air 
"Hau  Governor  Fear 
Go  ahead  if  you  dare" 

His  eyes  they  did  twinkle 

His  Pride  ...  it  shone  bright 

He'd  flown  with  the  eagle 

On  this  winter's  night 

His  mouth  was  drawn  up 

in  a defiant  smile 

They'd  struggled,  they'd  fought. 

They'd  been  here  awhile 

He  was  a warrior.  He  stood  with  the  rest 

In  unspoken  Unity:  A warrior's  best 

Not  broken,  not  beaten,  not  tired,  or  worn. 

His  shoulders  were  strong  this  winter's  morn 
A wink  of  his  eye  and  a twist  of  his  head 
Soon  gave  me  to  know  I had  nothing  to  dread 

He  spoke  no  word  further,  as  they  led  him  away 
He'd  been  honored  to  be  a part  of  this  day 

The  Governor  stood  there,  and  soon  gave  the  order: 
"Light  it  all,  my  good  men... light  it  all  afire" 


He  walked  to  his  car,  gave  his  driver  a whistle 
And  away  he  flew  like  the  down  of  a thistle. 

But  the  Warriors  exclaimed 
as  they  were  taken  from  sight: 

"KEEP  THE  DRUM  BEATING! 

STAND  AND  UNITE" 

"RE : Letter  from  Oklahoma  Choctaw  Councilman"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Dec  1998  10:58:05  -0800 
From:  "Michael"  <nakni@megsinet . net . nospam> 

Sub j : Letter  from  Okla.  Choctaw  Councilman 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Happy  Holidays,  I am  writing  to  bring  your  attention  to  a story  ran  today 
in  "The  Daily  Oklahoman".  I am  thankful  they  were  willing  to  cover  an 
important  local  issue,  and  hope  you  will  see  the  relevance  and  run  coverage 
of  this  important  item.  I am  enclosing  the  article. 

I am  the  most  recently  elected  member  of  the  Tribal  Council.  My  life  has 
been  blessed,  and  I've  worked  hard  to  get  where  I am.  I grew  up  in  Antlers, 
graduated  from  the  Univ.  of  Oklahoma,  served  in  the  Marines  and  continue  to 
serve  in  the  reserves  as  a Major.  I also  continued  my  education  by  getting  a 
MBA  from  National  Univ.  I have  worked  in  Mgt.  for  PepsiCo,  and  in  sales  for 
Johnson  & Johnson.  I have  been  fortunate  to  have  experienced  a variety  of 
leadership  roles,  which  have  prepared  me  for  my  work  on  the  Council. 

During  my  election  to  the  Council,  I saw  firsthand  the  problems,  and  am 
committed  to  working  for  improvements  in  our  election  system.  The  main 
problem  is  the  fact  that,  once  a tribal  member  moves  away  from  SE  Okla., 
they  still  have  a right  to  vote,  but  no  right  to  get  information  on 
candidates  running  for  office.  The  tribe  intentionally  doesn't  release  the 
voter's  registration,  nor  does  it  have  an  election  supplement  to  our  tribal 
newspaper,  so  that  voters  outside  this  area  won't  know  their  options. 

This  simply  is  wrong,  and  must  be  changed.  The  bill  I introduced  was 
reasonable,  and  would  have  made  3 changes.  It  would  have  released  the 
voter's  registration  list,  but  only  to  those  who  chose  to  release  their 
names.  If  registered  voters  did  not  want  their  names  released,  they  could 
have  returned  a card  stating  so,  and  their  names  would  not  have  been 
released.  The  bill  would  have  also  provided  for  an  election  supplement  to  be 
mailed  out  prior  to  our  election  next  summer.  It  would  have  been  paid  for 
primarily  by  candidates.  The  bill  also  took  the  mailing  of  absentee  ballots 
out  of  the  hands  of  tribal  employees,  and  into  the  hands  of  an  outside 
independent  agency.  These  are  all  changes  that  in  America,  in  1998,  should 
already  be  in  place. 

I am  writing  to  you  because  I know  our  tribal  paper  will  not  express  my 
opinion,  yet  Choctaws  in  SE  Okla.,  and  those  impacted  by  the  Choctaw  Nation, 
have  a right  and  need  to  know  what  is  going  on.  Those  voting  for  the  bill 
were  Charley  Tones,  Randle  Durant,  Perry  Thompson,  and  myself.  As  a proud 
American  and  Christian,  I am  committed  to  working  for  a fair  democratic 
process  and  representation  for  the  Choctaw  people.  This  bill  failed,  but  I 
will  continue  to  look  for  ways  to  ensure  candidates  considering  running  for 
tribal  office  have  a fair  shot  and  equal  access  to  the  voters. 

Please  find  the  following  article.  If  I can  provide  you  any  additional 
information,  please  email  me  at  glennj@oio.net 
Thank  you! 

Glenn  Johnson 

Choctaw  Nation  Tribal  Council  Member 

Choctaw  Tribal  Council  Rejects  Bid  to  Change  Election  System 

12/21/1998 

By  Anthony  Thornton 

Staff  Writer 

DURANT  --  Don't  expect  any  sweeping  changes  in  the  long-  criticized 


Choctaw  Nation  election  system,  at  least  for  now. 

The  tribal  council  recently  rejected  a bill  that  would  have  provided 
challengers  for  the  council  and  chief's  posts  more  access  to  voters. 

Chief  Greg  Pyle  urged  against  passage  of  Councilman  Glenn  Johnson's  bill. 
The  council  responded  by  voting  4 to  7 against  it,  with  one  abstention. 

Pyle  said  the  changes  he  instituted  after  becoming  chief  in  June  1997  go 
far  enough.  Johnson  said  the  nation's  third-largest  tribe  remains  light 
years  away  from  calling  itself  a democracy. 

"Greg  is  fond  of  saying  we  need  to  do  the  right  thing.  But  that  sounds 
empty  if  he  doesn't  do  the  right  thing  in  this  area,"  Johnson  said. 

Johnson  thinks  candidates  should  have  access  to  the  tribe's  voter 
registration  list.  Incumbent  chiefs  have  been  reluctant  to  surrender  it. 

Former  Chief  Hollis  Roberts  frequently  was  accused  of  making  sure  that 
only  he  and  councilmen  in  his  favor  had  access  to  the  list. 

Pyle  instituted  this  policy:  Ninety  days  before  the  chief's  election  in 
June,  voters  will  be  sent  a card  asking  whether  they  want  their  names 
released  to  the  general  public. 

Candidates  will  be  given  mailing  information  only  on  those  who  answer 
"yes . " 

Johnson  said  he  is  negotiating  to  have  the  card  state  that  information 
would  be  released  only  to  candidates  for  tribal  office. 

He  fears  the  phrase  "to  the  general  public"  would  make  it  appear  that 
voters'  names  would  be  sold  to  junk  mail  distributors. 

Pyle  said  the  specific  wording  will  be  decided  by  the  tribal  council  early 
next  year. 

Johnson  also  wants  the  tribal  newspaper,  the  Bishinik,  to  give  equal  time 
to  challenger  candidates  rather  than  focusing  only  on  incumbents  and  their 
pet  projects. 

Finally,  he  wants  an  outside  company  to  handle  absentee  election  ballots. 
At  the  last  chief's  election  in  1994,  a large  majority  of  votes  were  cast  by 
absentee  ballot. 

Longtime  Choctaw  Councilman  Randle  Durant,  who  supported  Johnson's  bill, 
said  he  expects  a compromise  will  be  approved  before  the  chief's  election  in 
June. 

"My  personal  opinion  is  that  our  chief  is  doing  a fine  job  and  that  he 
could  probably  win  the  election  with  everybody  having  the  names  (from  the 
voter  registration  list) . 

"The  Choctaw  Nation  is  unique  in  its  running  of  elections,"  Johnson  said. 
"No  tribe  limits  access  to  voters  like  the  Choctaw  Nation  does." 

That's  not  exactly  correct. 

Election  rules  are  as  varied  as  the  tribes  themselves,  said  June  Lorenzo, 
trial  attorney  for  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center. 

For  instance,  most  tribes  in  New  Mexico  don't  hold  elections. 
Administrators  are  appointed  by  religious  leaders,  and  their  decision  is 
accepted  by  the  tribe's  members,  Lorenzo  said. 

Lorenzo  knows  of  only  two  New  Mexico  pueblos  in  which  tribal  members  vote. 
Neither  allows  campaigning. 

"It's  all  done  internally.  They  certainly  don't  allow  any  outsiders  to  be 
involved.  As  far  as  I know,  there's  never  been  a recount  issue,"  she  said. 

The  nation's  largest  tribe,  the  Navajo,  holds  elections,  but  like  the 
Choctaws,  the  Navajo  election  board  conducts  balloting  without  an  outside 
company.  The  Navajo  election  board  counts  absentee  ballots. 

But  the  Navajo  election  procedures  require  equal  access  for  all  candidates 
in  the  tribe's  newspaper  and  radio  station  "because  it  is  such  a big  deal," 
Lorenzo  said. 

In  Oklahoma,  the  Chickasaw  Nation  and  Cherokee  Nation  have  in  place  what 
Johnson  espouses. 

Candidates  for  the  13-person  Chickasaw  Legislature  are  given  lists  of 
registered  voters  in  their  district.  Chief's  candidates  get  the  entire  voter 
list.  Candidates  also  can  state  their  platform  and  get  a photo  in  an  annual 
election  supplement  produced  by  the  Chickasaw  Times,  the  tribe's  newspaper. 

"You  want  everyone  to  feel  like  they  have  equal  access,"  Chickasaw 
spokeswoman  Kay-  Taylor  Tolbert  said. 

"For  those  that  are  already  in  office  who  have  an  opponent,  how  would 
their  opponents  get  in  the  tribal  newspaper"  without  a supplement?  she 


asked . 

Pyle  has  fought  the  idea  of  an  election  supplement,  saying  it  would 
politicize  the  tribe's  newspaper,  which  is  distributed  to  36,000  Choctaw 
members'  homes. 

The  Cherokee  Advocate,  which  has  a circulation  of  90,000,  will  include  an 
election  supplement  next  year,  editor  Lynn  Adair  said. 

Candidates  who  purchase  an  ad  also  will  have  a story  written  about  them, 
she  said. 

All  content  copyrighted,  1998  The  Oklahoma  Publishing  Co 

"RE : Anniversary  of  the  Acteal  Massacre"  
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Sub j : Homily  of  Bishops  Ruiz  and  Vera 

on  the  Anniversary  of  the  Acteal  Massacre 

UUCP  email 
December  22,  1998 

Homily  of  Msgr.  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia 
and  Msgr.  Raul  Vera  Lopez,  OP 

on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  massacre  at  Acteal 
translation  by  Duane  Ediger 

Human  blood,  all  human  blood,  always,  is  precious  before  God's  heart.  It 
contains  and  it  means  life  itself,  which  God  gives. 

The  perception  of  this  truth  is  common  among  all  cultures,  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places.  For  this  reason,  shed  human  blood  hits  like  a hard 
blow  to  the  gut  of  people  and  of  God,  even  if  it  is  the  blood  of  a 
criminal  who  dies  in  the  act  of  committing  a crime. 

If  it  is  the  blood  of  an  honest  and  good  person,  it  hits  with  special 
force.  If  the  blood  is  shed  as  a consequence  of  an  injustice  suffered,  it 
has  an  added  quality.  And  if  the  blood  has  run  through  the  veins  of  one 
actively  struggling  for  freedom,  justice  and  equality  among  men,  then  it 
is  the  blood  of  a hero. 

But  if  that  blood  is  the  innocent  blood  of  someone  who,  in  the  middle  of 
a war,  has  decided  to  set  out  on  the  radical  path  of  the  Gospel,  with  no 
other  arm  than  the  force  of  love  and  truth;  and  it  is  offered  generously, 
accompanied  by  prayers  for  the  benefit  of  the  one  who  sheds  it,  we  have 
before  us  the  precious  blood  of  a martyr,  a witness  to  the  redeeming  love 
of  Christ,  someone  who  has  had  the  privilege  of  mixing  their  own  blood 
with  that  of  the  Lamb  of  God. 

And  if  we  are  speaking  of  45  lives  offered  up  in  this  way,  including 
those  of  children,  then  we  have  reached  a peak  moment  in  the  history  of 
salvation . 

This  is  Acteal. 

And  this  is  why  we  are  here: 

Because  we  are  witnesses  and  beneficiaries  of  the  fecundity  of  this 
blood  that  has  saturated  the  earth  here.  So  we  should  take  our  shoes  off, 
because,  truly,  we  are  standing  on  the  holy  ground  of  Acteal. 

What  an  abundant  harvest  of  graces  we  will  be  able  to  gather  from  this 
furrow  where  the  new  Mexico  is  germinating,  the  peaceful,  just  and  worthy 
Mexico  we  all  long  for,  that  has  been  so  painfully  watered! 

The  testimony  of  Antonio  Gutierrez  tells  us  that  one  year  ago,  right 
here  where  we  stand,  during  the  massacre,  when  a bullet  had  already  passed 
through  the  chest  of  the  wife  of  our  brother  catechist,  Alonso  Vazquez 
Gomez,  killing  her  together  with  the  baby  in  her  arms;  he,  upon  seeing  her 
fall,  went  to  help  her  and  said,  "Woman,  get  up  . . . woman,  get  up,"  but 
she  did  not  move.  Then  lifting  his  arms  toward  heaven  he  exclaimed: 
"Father,  forgive  them  for  they  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing...." 
Momentarily,  two  bullets  passed  through  his  head  and  he  fell  dead  among 
them.  (Cf.  "Acteal,  una  herida  abierta"  ("Acteal:  an  open  wound"),  Iteso. 

p.  100). 

This  is  how  these  men,  women  and  children  died:  innocent,  committed  to 
the  Gospel  and  forgiving;  just  like  their  Master. 


Today  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  --  as  it  was  20  centuries  ago  upon  Saint 
Peter  --  to  proclaim  the  scandalous  message  of  the  forgiveness  that  God 
offers  even  to  the  assassins  of  his  Son,  with  the  only  prerequisite  being 
a sincere  conversion.  Peter  said,  "this  man...  you  crucified  and  killed 
by  the  hands  of  those  outside  the  law..."  (Acts  2:23).  "This  Jesus,  whom 
you  crucified...  God  has  made  both  Lord  and  Messiah"  (Cf.  Acts  2:36).  And 
when  those  thus  confronted  asked  him,  "What  should  we  do?"  the  answer 
came:  "Change  your  ways."  (Cfr.  Acts  2:38). 

Paramilitaries,  soldiers  and  complicit  police,  authorities  at  all  levels 
who  with  your  indolence  obstruct  the  exercise  of  a healthy  penal  action  in 
protection  of  society. . . criminal  authors,  direct  and  indirect,  material 
and  intellectual,  near  and  far:  all  of  you  are  invited  to  receive  the 
divine  amnesty  availed  you  by  the  fact  that  your  victims  died  forgiving 
you . 

The  way  is  not  --  of  course  --  to  unfurl  a media  campaign  which 
presently  promotes  an  image  of  not  bearing  responsibility;  rather,  it  is 
to  bravely  own  up  to  the  facts  and  be  willing  to  honorably  face  the 
consequences . 

Hands  stained  with  martyr's  blood  can  only  be  washed  with  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb.  There  are  laudable  examples  of  this  in  the  history  of  the 
Church . 

And  there  is  no  human  amnesty  --no  matter  how  highly  ranked  the 
authority  that  decrees  it  --  that  can  achieve  it.  This  amnesty  will  never 
be  --  it  cannot  be  --  impunity;  much  less,  amnesia. 

We  are  here  to  remember.  We  are  here  because  memory  calls  us  to 
celebrate  a memorial.  The  martyrs  of  Acteal  ask  us  not  to  forget,  so  that 
we  never  again  allow  any  new  Acteals  to  exist,  not  in  Chiapas,  not  in 
Mexico,  not  in  any  forgotten  corner  of  the  world. 

This  Acteal  in  which  we  commemorate  the  first  anniversary  of  what  was  a 
tragedy,  no  longer  is  that.  This  Acteal,  nationally  and  internationally, 
is  a monument  to  peace  and  to  the  hope  of  resurrection . This  place  is  a 
gigantic  shout  convoking  us  to  proclaim  the  joy  of  hope,  through  the  blood 
of  many  other  martyrs  immolated  in  different  places  in  Chiapas,  blood  that 
becomes  redemptive  because  it  is  united  with  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus 

Christ,  dead  and  resurrected. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  living  testimony  which  all  of  you  give, 
displaced  brothers  and  sisters,  with  your  patience,  with  your  forgiveness, 
with  your  hope  of  return  that  symbolizes  our  walk  toward  the  Father. 

Thanks  for  your  faith,  thanks  for  your  suffering;  thanks  to  you  survivors, 
witnesses  and  family  members  of  those  who  call  us  powerfully  not  to  faint 
in  our  pilgrimage  for  God's  Reign. 

To  you,  0 our  Mother!  Most  Holy  Mother  of  Guadalupe!  We  invoke  you, 
that  in  those  who  plotted,  perpetrated  or  covered  up  these  acts,  may  the 
smoking  wick  not  be  extinguished;  rather,  may  the  bite  of  remorse  be 
changed  into  repentance,  conversion,  and  reparation  of  damages;  may 
feelings  of  forgiveness  grow,  fomenting  unity  in  these  artificially 
divided  communities;  may  the  construction  of  that  new  society  your  Son 
announced  --  nourished  by  justice,  truth  and  love  --  be  indestructibly 
built  upon  the  firm  foundation  of  so  much  pain;  may  the  angels'  song 
intoned  in  Bethlehem  be  sung  in  every  hidden  corner  of  the  world,  with 
strong  solidarity  for  the  building  of  Peace. 

+ Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia  Bishop  of  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 
+ Fr.  Raul  Vera  Lopez,  O.P. 

Coadjutor  Bishop  of  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 
Diocese  of  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 

20  de  Noviembre  y 5 de  Febrero  6 Tel  (967)  8 00  53  Fax  8 31  36 
curiasc@laneta . ape . org  Visit  our  page  UPDATED  Dec-98  http: 
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"RE : NY  Salt  Mine  and  NA  Burials"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Dec  1998  23:01:11  -0500 

From:  Ron  & Eileen  Stanford  <rstanfor@frontiernet . net> 

Sub j : NY  Salt  Mine  and  NA  burials  Issue 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


We  are  asking  for  the  help  of  all  Native  People  to  protect  the  remains 
and  artifacts  of  our  ancestors  that  are  being  destroyed  by  the  salt 
mining  operation  of  American  Rock  Salt  at  Hampton's  Corners,  Livingston 
County,  New  York. 

This  message  will  be  sent  in  four  parts.  This  part  being  part  1 and 
providing  sources  of  information  about  the  site  and  the  mining 
operation.  Part  two  will  be  a press  release  from  RAGE  (Regional  Action 
Group  for  the  Environment).  This  is  the  organization  that  has  been 
fighting,  not  against  the  digging  of  the  mine  but  the  location  that 
American  Rock  Salt  has  picked  to  dig  their  mine.  The  third  part  will  be 
a summary  of  what  we  would  like  American  Rock  Salt  and  the  government  to 
do  regarding  the  burial  site.  The  fourth  part  will  be  a list  of  people 
and  agencies  to  contact  and  express  your  views  about  American  Rock  Salt 
building  their  mine  on  the  bones  and  artifacts  of  the  First  Nations  of 
this  area. 

For  some  history  on  the  Salt  Mine  Issue  see  Iordan's  page. 

<http : //www.dickshovel . com/ salt . html> 

About  the  latest  finds  on  the  mine  site  see; 
chttp : //www. RochesterNews . com/1215 bones . html> 
and  also; 

chttp : //www. ny sparks . state. ny. us/ press /1998/Dec_14. htm> 

First  Lady  Hillary  Clinton  stated  at  the  Ganondagan  State  Historic  Site 
"We  have  been  in  many  different  parts  of  this  region  of  our  country,  but 
it  is  especially  fitting  that  we  would  come  here  on  our  tour  because  how 
can  we  think  about  going  into  the  next  millennium  without  being 
respectful  and  honoring  our  past;  which  means  respecting  and  honoring 
the  contributions  of  all  of  you  who  represent  the  Iroquois  Nation." 

Ganondagan  is  located  about  40  miles  from  Hampton's  Corners. 

To  read  her  full  speech  see; 

chttp : //www. whitehouse .gov/WH/EOP/Fir st_Lady/html /general speeches /1998/ 19980728 -3646. html> 
Some  more  news; 

Last  Updated:  12/14/98  6:37  p.m.  By  Channel  13  Television  News  in 
Rochester  NY. 

Skull  Fragments  Found  On  Rock  Salt  Mine 

A skull  fragment  believed  to  be  thousands  of  years  old  has  been 
unearthed  at  the  site  of  the  new  mine  at  Hampton's  Corners  in  Livingston 
County. 

Work  in  the  area  where  the  skull  fragments  were  found  has  been  stopped 
and  the  location  will  be  preserved  until  more  tests  are  done.  The  pieces 
of  skull  are  being  studied  at  the  Rochester  Museum  and  Science  Center. 

The  discovery  was  made  on  November  24th  when  archaeological  crews  were 
digging  on  the  sight  as  part  of  the  American  Rock  Salt  permit  process. 

The  bone  fragments  of  the  skull  are  the  size  of  a thumbnail.  They  are 
believed  to  be  6,000  years  old,  predating  the  Senecas,  the  last  tribe  to 
occupy  the  sight  in  the  1800's. 

Those  opposed  to  the  new  mine  said  the  discovery  is  proof  that  the 
project  is  disturbing  an  ancient  Indian  burial  ground.  Melissa  Jacobs 
(of  RAGE)  asked,  "How  important  is  it  where  your 
ancestors  rest?" 

It  will  now  be  up  to  the  Seneca  tribe  when  work  can  continue  in  the 
area.  The  Seneca's  have  jurisdiction  over  any  Indian  remains  that  are 
found . 

"We're  doing  everything  we  can  to  preserve  the  site,"  said  Larry 
Milliken  of  the  American  Rock  Salt  Company. 


My  words  about  what  is  occurring  at  the  site. 


They  discovered  the  remains  two  weeks  ago  but  remained  quiet  about  their 
findings.  Meanwhile  the  bull  dozers , road  graders,  and  power  shovels  have 
been  flattening  the  burial  mounds  all  around  the  area  of  a fire  pit  where 
the  remains  were  found. 

One  of  the  permits  to  dig  in  that  area  requires  an  archaeological  study 
to  be  conducted  before  work  begins  but  as  you  can  see  from  the  news  article 
the  study  is  going  on  while  the  digging  is  in  progress. 

R.A.G.E.  (The  Regional  Action  Group  for  the  Environment)  has  a law  suit 
filed  to  prevent  American  Rock  Salt  from  digging  in  that  area.  It 
appears  that  American  Rock  Salt  has  also  ignored  the  pending  litigation. 

Melissa  has  said  that  skeletal  remains  were  found  in  the  area  in  the  1920s 
and  also  an  American  Indian  Skeleton  was  found  in  the  1960s.  The  remains  of 
the  1960's  skeleton  are  believed  to  be  stored  in  a drawer  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York  in  Geneseo. 

Melissa  is  not  against  the  mining  operation.  She  is  only  against  the 
mine's  location 

==  Part  II 

Regional  Action  Group 
for  the  Environment 
8546  Route  408 
Nunda,  New  York  14517 
voice/fax:  716-468-3817. 

Dec.  15,  1998 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

The  Regional  Action  Group  for  the  Environment  charges  NY  State, 

Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  the  Rochester  Museum  and 
Science  Center,  American  Rock  Salt  and  NYS  Office  of  Parks,  Recreation 
and  Historic  Preservation  with  the  deliberate  cover-up  of  the 
significance  of  the  archaeological  sites  at  the  Hampton  Corners  area. 

While  releasing  the  information  about  the  discovery  of  an  ancient  Native 
American  skull  fragment  nearly  three  weeks  after  it  was  discovered, 

American  Rock  salt  deliberately  destroyed  a known  burial  mound  in  a 
different  area  of  the  mine  site.  This  area  is  documented  in  local  and 
state  history  books,  listed  as  RMSC  Nda  068  as  an  Historic  Iroquois 
Cemetery  and  has  been  pointed  out  to  Rage  members  On  Dec.  7,  1994  as  a 
"burial  area  ...that  was  not  going  to  be  investigated  any  further  by 
museum  archaeologists  as  they  already  knew  it  was  going  to  be 
mitigated" (dug  up). 

Rmsc  archaeologists  were  also  aware  that  there  is  presently  a full  human 
skeleton  presently  held  at  SUNY  Geneseo  that  was  removed  from  the  mine 
site  area  some  thirty  odd  years  ago.  "They  persisted  in  the  cat  and 
mouse  game  of  saying  we  haven't  found  anything  yet,  knowing  full  well 
that  these  areas  are  known,  have  been  documented  several  times 
previously,  and  they  were  deliberately  looking  where  they  know  they  are 
not,"  charges  RAGE  member  Melissa  Jacobs, 

American  Rock  Salt  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  permit  conditions,  and 
even  bull  dozed  with  out  a permit  in  burial  areas  including  the  area 
where  the  skull  fragment  was  eventually  found.  RAGE  filed  a complaint 
with  the  DEC  on  Oct.  1,  1998  when  members  observed  bulldozing  in  the 
burial  area.  No  action  was  taken  by  DEC.  instead  they  rewarded  this 
lawlessness  by  issuing  the  permit  transfer  hastily  on  October  13,  nearly 
two  weeks  after  destruction  began. 

ARS  is  supposed  to  be  providing  bi-weekly  reports  on  the  progress  of  the 
archaeological  surveys  yet  not  one  to  date  has  been  provided.  RAGE 
members  have  also  asked  for  24  hour  security  to  be  provided  and  a 
independent  non-state  employee  Native  site  observer  be  present  while 
work  is  conducted. 

"The  museum  and  the  state  have  clearly  demonstrated  their  insensitivity 
to  the  wishes  of  Native  Americans"  Stated  RAGE  member  Gilly  Burlingham, 
long  time  environmental  activist.  "We  have  asked  since  1994  that  this 
important  site  be  avoided  yet  still  they  continue  to  violate  these 
sacred  lands  while  using  our  tax  dollars  to  do  it". 


We  have  in  oun  possession  documents  and  videotapes  that  prove 
everything  we  claim"  Stated  Ms.  Jacobs,  Yet  the  media,  county  and  state 
refuse  to  examine  and  act  on  them.  When  will  our  remains  be  respected  as 
human,  and  not  the  disposable  property  of  museums  and  the  State?  We  would 
receive  more  respectful  handling  if  we  had  been  mastodons!" 

For  further  info:  Contact  Melissa  Jacobs  at  the  above  number  or  Gilly 
Burlingham  at  716-237-6378. 

==  Part  III 

We  are  People  of  the  Earth  and  not  People  of  museum  shelves,  basements, 
laboratories  and  drawers.  Our  remains  and  artifacts  belong  to  the  Earth 
and  should  not  be  disturbed  or  removed  for  studies  or  private 
collections . 

What  we  would  like  from  American  Rock  Salt  and  the  Government  Agencies 
are  the  following  conditions; 

1.  All  mining  operations  to  be  suspended  until  a total  and  COMPLETE 
archaeological  study  has  been  completed  on  the  ENTIRE  mining  site. 

2.  Any  remains  or  artifacts  found  must  be  handled  with  respect  and 
replaced  where  they  were  found  and  that  site  be  protected  from  any 
further  construction  or  destruction. 

3.  Now  that  the  location  of  an  American  Indian  Burial  Site  has  been 
broadcast  to  the  general  population,  we  ask  that  a 24  hour  guard 
acceptable  to  both  American  Rock  Salt  and  RAGE  be  placed  on  the  site  to 
protect  the  human  remains  and  artifacts.  This  to  prevent  anyone  from 
taking  the  remains  and  artifacts  from  the  site  for  their  private 
collections  or  to  sell. 

4.  An  American  Indian,  acceptable  to  American  Rock  Salt  and  RAGE,  be  on 
site  while  work  is  in  progress  to  monitor  the  archaeological  studies  and 
watch  over  the  archaeological  sensitive  areas  that  are  found,  to  prevent 
their  desecration  and/or  destruction. 

5.  New  York  State  formally  declare  this  site  a State  Historical  Site 
and  take  measures  to  protect  it  from  any  further  development. 

6.  New  York  State  allow  American  Indians  of  all  nations  free  and 
complete  access  to  all  areas  of  the  Burial  Site  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  Prayers  and  Ceremonies. 

==  Part  IV 

Please  contact  the  following  and  voice  your  opinion  about  the 
desecration  and  protection  of  native  remains  and  artifacts  at  the 
Hampton's  Corners,  Livingston  County,  New  York  site.  This  is  the  site  of 
the  American  Rock  Salt  mining  operation. 

Also  please  CC:  or  BCC:  a copy  of  your  letter  to 
<rstanfor@frontiernet.net>  so  that  we  may  have  it  for  our  files.  Also 
please  forward  any  answer  to  your  letter  to  the  same  address. 

"It's  interesting,  but  it  isn't  a mastodon,"  said  Gunther  Buerman,  a 
Rochester  lawyer  and  co-owner  of  the  $126  million  mining  project  (His 
reaction  to  the  finding  of  Native  remains  on  the  Salt  Mine  site). 

Gunther  Buerman,  managing  partner  of  the  Law  Firm  Harris  Beach  & Wilcox. 

Fax  (716)  232-6925 

From  web  page  <http://www.saltinstitute.org/17.html> 

"On  Oct.  30,  American  Rock  Salt  Company  LLC  announced  closing  the  $126 
million  of  debt  and  equity  financing  needed  to  construct  and  provide 
working  capital  for  the  new  salt  mine  at  Hampton  Corners  in  Livingston, 

New  York.  Construction  was  to  begin  immediately.  The  debt  financing  is 
provided  by  GE  Capital  Structured  Finance  Group,  acting  as  lead  lender 
and  as  agent  for  a syndicate  of  banks." 

Capital  Structured  Finance  Group, 

Corporate  Headquarters: 

120  Long  Ridge  Road 
Stamford,  Connecticut  06927 
Telephone:  203-357-4499 


Commercial  & Industrial 
William  D.  Strittmatter 
Managing  Director 
Tel:  203-357-6534 
Fax:  203-961-5776 

American  Rock  Salt  Company  LLC 
PO  Box  172 

Groveland,  New  York  14462-0172 
Larry  Milliken 
Tel  (716)  243-9510 
Fax  (716)  243-9626 

President  Clinton  and  also  First  Lady  Hillary  Clinton 
The  White  House  mailing  address  is: 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 
Phone:  (202)  456-1414 
Fax:  (202)  456-2461 

The  following  web  page  allows  you  to  send  email  to  the  President  and 
First  Lady. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/EOP/html/principals . html 

New  York  State  Governor 
George  E.  Pataki 
State  Capitol 
Albany,  NY  12224 

email  <gov. pat aki@chamber . state. ny. us > 

NY  State  Office  of  Parks  Recreation  and  Historic  Preservation 
Dr.  Robert  Kuhn 
Peebles  Island 
PO  Box  189 

Waterford,  New  York  12188 
Tel  (518)  237-8649  Ext.  0 

New  York  State  Parks  Commissioner 
Bernadette  Castro 
Agency  Bldg. 

1 Empire  State  Plaza 
Albany,  NY  12238 
Tel  (518)  474-0443 
Fax  (518)  474-1365 

Deputy  Commissioner  for  Historic  Preservation 
Aldrich  3.  Winthrop 
Agency  Bldg. 

1 Empire  State  Plaza 
Albany,  NY  12238 
Tel  (518)  474-9113 

Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation 

John  P.  Cahill 

Tel  (518)  485-8940 

Fax  (518)  457-7744 

email  <jcahill@gw.dec. state.ny.us> 

Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  Region  8 

Director  John  T.  Hicks 

6274  East  Avon-Lima  Road 

Avon,  New  York  14414-9519 

Tel  (716)  226-2466 

New  York  State  Senator  Richard  Dollinger 
339  East  Ave.  Suite  309 


Rochester,  New  York  14604 

Tel  (716)  546-6890 

email  <DOLLINGE@SENATE . STATE . NY. US> 

New  York  State  Senator  Dale  M.  Volker 

620  Main  Street 

East  Aurora,  New  York  14052 

Tel  (716)  655-0993 

email  <VOLKER@SENATE . STATE . NY. US> 

NY  State  Assemblyman  Thomas  M.  Reynolds 
District  Office: 

36  N.  MAIN  STREET,  WARSAW  14569 
Tel  (716)  786-0180 

E-mail : reynolt@assembly . state . ny . us 
==  Part  V 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

CONTACT: 

Brian  R.  Vattimo 
518/486-1868 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS  UNCOVER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  REMAINS  AT  SITE  OF  NEW 
MINE  IN  LIVINGSTON  COUNTY 

Albany,  New  York  December  14,  1998  ...)  New  York  State  Parks  Commissioner 
Bernadette  Castro  and  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation 
Commissioner  Dohn  Cahill  today  announced  the  discovery  of  Native  American 
human  remains  during  an  archaeological  excavation  at  the  construction  site 
of  the  new  American  Rock  Salt  Co.  mine  project  adjacent  to  1-390  in  the 
Town  of  Groveland,  Livingston  County. 

"Representatives  from  American  Rock  Salt  have  properly  notified  both  DEC 
and  State  Parks  and  with  these  findings,  work  at  the  site  where  the 
remains  were  found  has  been  halted  and  the  area  protected,"  said 
Commissioner  Cahill.  DEC,  which  has  issued  the  permit  for  the  mine 
construction  project,  and  State  Parks,  which  is  providing  oversight  for 
the  archaeological  investigation,  are  working  together  to  ensure  the  proper 
treatment  of  the  findings. 

Castro  said  the  discovery  was  made  by  professional  archaeologists  from 
the  Rochester  Museum  and  Science  Center  during  their  study  of  prehistoric 
sites  at  the  location.  State  Parks  has  notified  the  appropriate  Native 
American  representatives  of  the  discovery.  She  said  Parks,  the  DEC  and 
representatives  with  American  Rock  Salt  Co.  will  evaluate  and  determine 
the  appropriate  treatment  of  the  remains  in  consultation  with  Native 
American  leaders. 

"We  are  committed  to  working  with  representatives  of  the  Native  American 
community  and  the  other  parties  involved  to  sensitively  addressed  the 
issues  raised  by  this  discovery,"  said  Commissioner  Castro.  "American  Rock 
Salt  has  acted  in  accordance  with  appropriate  protocols  regarding  the 
treatment  of  these  remains,  and  the  various  state  agencies  involved  are 
working  together  to  ensure  that  the  issue  receives  the  highest  priority." 

The  archaeological  investigations  were  nearing  completion  at  the  time  of 
the  discovery,  and  the  feature  containing  human  bone  appears  to  be  an 
isolated  find.  It  is  unclear  whether  the  discovery  represents  a complete 
human  burial  or  isolated  fragments  of  human  bone,  because  all  excavations 
ceased  at  the  time  of  the  discovery.  No  further  excavations  will  be 
conducted  until  discussion  and  consultation  with  Native  American 
representatives  has  been  concluded. 

The  isolated  nature  of  the  discovery  has  allowed  project  construction  to 
proceed  in  other  areas  of  the  mine  site.  A monitoring  protocol  has  been 
established  to  ensure  that  any  future  unanticipated  discoveries  are 
adequately  addressed  as  construction  proceeds. 

DEC'S  permit  for  the  American  Rock  Salt  mine  contains  extensive 
conditions  to  protect  archaeological,  historic  and  cultural  resources. 

These  conditions  include  avoidance  of  construction  at  the  southern  end  of 


the  project,  establishment  of  set-aside  areas  along  Route  63  and 
requirements  for  archaeological  resource  investigations  at  the  mine  site 
under  professional  oversight  of  the  Rochester  Museum  and  Science  Center. 
The  permit  requires  the  use  of  State  Parks  protocols  to  notify  Native 
American  representatives  in  the  event  human  remains  are  identified  on  the 
mine  property.  American  Rock  Salt  is  in  full  compliance  with  these  permit 
conditions . 


"RE : Ghost  Shirt  Article"  

Date:  12/28/98  1:45:42  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA  International  Campaign  Office) 

Sub j : Fwd:  Ghost  Shirt  - a bitter  aftertaste 
- dumb  article  in  "The  Glaswegian" 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Monday  28  December  1998  10:06:32 
From:  Tom  Cunningham  <TfcTnais@aol . com> 

Ghost  Shirt  - a bitter  aftertaste  - dumb  article  in  "The  Glaswegian" 

I find  myself  constantly  feeling  obliged  to  apologise  for  my  fellow 
wasicus.  Dust  lately,  since  this  business  of  the  shirt  arose,  I have  felt 
the  need  to  apologise  for  my  fellow  Scots  in  particular. 

The  attached  article  is  a prime  example  of  the  attitudes  still 
prevailing  in  certain  (ie  most)  sections  of  the  press.  These  are  the  same 
attitudes  as  led  to  Wounded  Knee  to  begin  with.  It  is  not  the  Lakota, 
dwelling  in  "wig-wams"  or  otherwise,  who  are  locked  in  the  past,  it  is 
journalists  like  these,  who  seem  entirely  disorientated  to  discover  that 
Indians  possess  an  existence  outside  of  Dohn  Wayne  films. 

To  state  that  this  article  is  racist  and  offensive  - for  all  their 
dignity,  the  Lakota  delegates  are  here  cast  as  beggars  - is  quite 
superfluous,  as  it  is  to  point  out  that  it  trivialises  this  important 
event.  This  new  link  between  the  City  of  Glasgow  and  the  Lakota  Nation  is 
a vital  and  stimulating  new  development,  but  Mr.  Robertson  conceives  of  it 
only  as  a waste  of  rate-payers'  money.  Don't  worry,  Mr.  Robertson,  you  got 
one  thing  spot-on  - yes,  you  are  cynical.  I assume  that  you  weren't 
actually  present  at  the  public  meeting  - if  you  had  been  there,  you  would 
have  learned  that  the  Lakota  case  was  based  on  a great  deal  more  than 
simply  that  the  shirt  used  to  belong  to  the  Lakota. 

As  for  that  Burns  manuscript,  if  it  had  been  prised  out  of  the  frozen 
grasp  of  a corpse  at  Glencoe,  why  yes,  we  would  have  a case  for  demanding 
its  return  free  of  charge,  in  part  settlement  of  an  ancient  wrong.  What 
would  Burns  himself  have  said  about  this?  I think  a clue  in  this  direction 
is  provided  by  his  classic  lines: 

"It's  coming  yet,  for  a'  that. 

That  man  to  man,  the  world  o'er. 

Shall  be  brithers  be  for  a'  that". 

At  the  public  meeting,  it  seemed  to  me  that  these  visionary  and 
prophetic  words  were  at  last  being  brought  to  realisation. 

Tom  Cuningham 

Right,  here's  that  offensive  article. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

>From  "The  Glaswegian"  (free  newspaper  distributed  in  Glasgow), 

Thursday  10th  December,  1998: 

"Backbencher"  with  Bill  Robertson 

Is  it  any  surprise  that  the  Lakota  shirt  handover  should  spawn  another 
trip?  Trust  the  George  Square  nomads  to  organise  it. 

Wigwam  bampots  on  the  move  again. 

Cynical  folks,  like  yours  truly,  may  suspect  that  there  was  always  a 
hidden  agenda. 

So  it  should  come  as  no  surprise  to  learn  the  latest  plan  being 
concocted  by  our  Labour  councillors. 

They  want  to  hold  heap  big  pow  wows  - on  a regular  basis  - with  their 
new  found  brothers,  the  Lakota  Sioux. 

It  is  the  next  step  in  the  saga  of  The  Ghost  Dance  Shirt.  After  a 


century  at  Kelvingrove  museum,  the  relic  of  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre  is 
going  back  across  the  Atlantic. 

But  your  councillors  have  decided,  of  course,  that  they  can't  simply 
wrap  it  up  like  a Christmas  parcel  - and  send  it  off  through  the  post. 

Oh  no!  A working  party  is  now  at  work  to  decide  on  "the  composition  of 
any  delegation  to  travel  from  Glasgow".  In  other  words,  a foreign  trip  is 
being  planned.  Not  to  the  actual  wig-wams  in  South  Dakota.  More  likely  to 
the  nearest  Hilton. 

With  the  party  doing  badly  at  the  polls  and  municipal  elections  looming 
in  may,  it  will  be  a matter  of  wonder  just  how  the  Labourites  will  find 
the  time.  However,  that  should  be  the  only  difficulty.  The  council  will 
find  the  cash. 

Rostov  in  Russia  or  some  reservation  near  the  Rockies.  No  sweat  for 
seasoned  world  travellers.  The  Black  Hills  of  Dakota  seem  set  to  become  a 
regular  stop  on  the  council's  globetrotting  circuit. 

Arts  & Culture  committee  convener  Liz  Cameron  is  keen  "to  establish 
contacts"  with  the  Lakota.  She  is  also  anxious,  according  to  the  official 
minute,  "to  maximise  the  opportunity  for  future  cultural  and  educational 
exchanges".  In  political  jargon  that  means  regular  trips. 

Meanwhile,  another  relic  has  surfaced  on  the  museum  scene.  Councillor 
Cameron  and  her  department  were  scurrying  about  trying  to  raise  cash  in  a 
hurry  before  this  weeks's  deadline. 

Status 

Up  for  auction  in  New  York  yesterday  (Wednesday)  was  a genuine 
manuscript  of  Burns'  Auld  Lang  Syne.  In  the  handwriting  of  the  great  man 
himself.  The  Mitchell  Library  already  holds  the  biggest  collection  in  the 
world  of  Robert  Burns  literature  and  memorabilia.  The  addition  of  this 
particular  manuscript  would  add  to  the  collection's  status. 

Big  business,  the  lottery  board,  the  Arts  Council  - all  were  being  asked 
to  chuck  cash  into  the  kitty.  To  rescue  a piece  of  Scottish  heritage  lying 
in  a foreign  land. 

Strange  that  our  councillors  should  have  gone  round  with  the  begging 
bowl.  Why,  like  the  Sioux,  did  they  not  simply  ask  for  the  relic  to  be 
returned  to  its  original  home?  For  free. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Anyone  wishing  to  express  their  appreciation  of  this  article  in  person,  can 
contact  "The  Glaswegian"  by  phoning  (0141)  242  3502,  fax  (0141)  242  3847 

"RE : Response  to  Glaswegian  Article"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dec  1998  14:00:35  -0700 
From:  "Wolfsong"  <wolfsong@hills.net> 

Sub j : response  to  Glaswegian  article 

UUCP  email 

This  is  what  I'm  getting  ready  to  fax 

Oh,  the  opening  means,  "You  are  a bad  and  stupid  white  man". 

Mr.  Robertson, 

Niwasichu  sica  na  glugluka. 

I don't  suppose  you  either  know  or  care  to  know  what  that  means.  It  does 
NOT  mean,  "Hello,  my  friend". 

Native  Americans,  Lakota  or  otherwise,  have  never  said  "heap-big" 
anything  except  in  bad  movies;  nor  do  the  Lakota  live  in  "wig-wams". 

Never  did.  Your  ignorance  and  racism  are  not  surprising,  but  they  are 
offensive.  I have  to  wonder  why  you  feel  it  necessary  to  belittle  those  of 
another  race  in  order  to  stick  your  barbs  in  your  own  politicians. 

Perhaps  it's  your  diet.... too  much  acid,  I would  think.  We  don't  give  a 
steaming  bowl  of  haggis  about  anyone's  hidden  agenda;  we  simply  want  that 
which  is  ours  returned.  And  it  should  NOT  be  wrapped  up  "like  a Christmas 
parcel".  It  was  ripped  from  the  body  of  a Lakota  patriot ... .the  frozen 
dead  body  of  a man  fighting  for  his  Nation.  Of  course,  your  own  people 
apparently  gave  up  that  fight  some. .. .what,  700  years  ago?  We  haven't. 


and  never  will.  So  perhaps  you  can't  understand  fighting  for  one's 
freedom,  or  what  that  means  to  the  descendants  of  that  man. 

Still,  ignorance  is  not  an  excuse. 

Like  so  many  who  feel  it's  their  mission  in  life  to  editorialize  about 
absolutely  everything,  you  are  simply  a petty  tyrant.  The  Lakota  are  not 
beggars,  or  thieves,  or  whatever  else  it  is  you  mean  to  hint  at. 

We  are  a Nation;  as,  again,  you  are  not. 

I'm  really  sorry  the  British  thoroughly  whipped  you  into  submission; 
however,  rest  assured  that  the  Lakota  have  never  been  cowed,  and  never 
will  be. 

One  would  think  from  the  tone  of  your  article  that  your  councillors  are 
reaching  directly  into  your  pocket.... or  perhaps  turning  you  upside  down 
and  shaking  you  (not  a bad  idea)  till  your  last  few  pennies  fall  to  the 
dirt  floor  of  your  hovel  to  be  snatched  by  their  greedy  and  dirty  little 
fingers.  Sorry. 

If  that's  what  it  takes,  then. .. .well,  that  Shirt  should  never  have 
ended  in  Scotland  to  begin  with.  What  goes  around,  Mr.  Robertson,  comes 
around . 


-  — "RE:  Implementation  of  Human  Rights  Treaties"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dec  1998  13:32:07  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : New  law..,  sort  of.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan 'te. . . 

I have  sat  on  this  for  a while  since  a good  heart  sent  it  my  way.  I had 
to  wait  for  opinions  of  friends  who's  wisdom  I respect,  & then  I even 
contacted  a couple  of  (shudder!)  lawyers  & got  their  opinions..  & I guess 
this  is  for  real. 

It's  now  The  Law  in  the  USofA,  but  what  the  heck  is  it?  Note  Section  6... 
Can  a finding  by  a watchdog  agency  be  used  as  basis  for  civil  suit  to 
force  a govt  agency  to  alter  its  practices,  or  to  force  a state  govt  to 
rescind  its  laws? 

Anyways,  I just  hope  that  the  Nations  in  the  USA  make  SURE  that  they  are 
represented  on  those  watchdog  agencies  this  law  sets  up.  That's  entirely 
up  to  the  Nations,  so  I hope  "the  leadership"  is  on  the  ball  on  this  one. 
(Maybe  some  of  you,  readers,  could  phone  & sort  of  remind  them  how 
important  this  could  be...) 

After  ratification  being  blocked  & batted  around  by  Congress  since  its 
original  adoption  in  1959  to  its  most  recent  revision  in  1989,  the  USofA 
is  (technically)  now  subject  to  ILO  169,  (the  ILO  Convention  on  Indigenous 
& Tribal  Peoples)...  as  well  as  the  UN's  International  Code  of  Conduct  for 
Law  Enforcement  Officials  & a whole  slough  of  other  international 
protocols  covering  everything  from  prisoner's  rights  to  farm  labor  to 
religious  freedoms..  It'll  be  up  to  those  "watchdog  agencies"  to  translate 
these  words  on  paper  into  adherence  to  the  terms  of  those  international 
instruments  of  justice. 

So  dust  of  the  treaties  & land  claims,  'cause  the  line-up  for  hearings 
before  these  watchdog  agencies  are  going  to  be  long  & will  form  pretty 
fast...  As  an  old  mentor  used  to  say,  "Don't  agonize  - Organize!" 

(Quick!  Somebody  send  a copy  to  Hesse  Helms.,  maybe  it'll  bring  on  that 
heart  attack  he  should've  had  about  100  yrs  ago...) 
jaom/enethekwe 

-  cut  

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 


For  Immediate  Release 


December  10,  1998 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER 


IMPLEMENTATION  OF  HUMAN  RIGHTS  TREATIES 


By  the  authority  vested  in  me  as  President  by  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  pursuant  to  the  International  Covenant 
on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  (ICCPR),  the  Convention  Against  Torture 
and  Other  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment  (CAT),  the 
Convention  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination 
(CERD),  and  other  relevant  treaties  concerned  with  the  protection  and 
promotion  of  human  rights  to  which  the  United  States  is  now  or  may 
become  a party  in  the  future,  it  is  hereby  ordered  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Implementation  of  Human  Rights  Obligations,  (a)  It  shall 
be  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  being 
committed  to  the  protection  and  promotion  of  human  rights  and 
fundamental  freedoms,  fully  to  respect  and  implement  its  obligations 
under  the  international  human  rights  treaties  to  which  it  is  a party, 
including  the  ICCPR,  the  CAT,  and  the  CERD. 

(b)  It  shall  also  be  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  promote  respect  for  international  human  rights,  both  in 
our  relationships  with  all  other  countries  and  by  working  with  and 
strengthening  the  various  international  mechanisms  for  the  promotion  of 
human  rights,  including,  inter  alia,  those  of  the  United  Nations,  the 
International  Labor  Organization,  and  the  Organization  of  American 
States . 

Sec.  2.  Responsibility  of  Executive  Departments  and  Agencies,  (a) 
All  executive  departments  and  agencies  (as  defined  in  5 U.S.C.  101-105, 
including  boards  and  commissions,  and  hereinafter  referred  to 
collectively  as  "agency"  or  "agencies")  shall  maintain  a current 
awareness  of  United  States  international  human  rights  obligations  that 
are  relevant  to  their  functions  and  shall  perform  such  functions  so  as 
to  respect  and  implement  those  obligations  fully.  The  head  of  each 
agency  shall  designate  a single  contact  officer  who  will  be  responsible 
for  overall  coordination  of  the  implementation  of  this  order.  Under 
this  order,  all  such  agencies  shall  retain  their  established 
institutional  roles  in  the  implementation,  interpretation,  and 
enforcement  of  Federal  law  and  policy. 

(b)  The  heads  of  agencies  shall  have  lead  responsibility,  in 
coordination  with  other  appropriate  agencies,  for  questions  concerning 
implementation  of  human  rights  obligations  that  fall  within  their 
respective  operating  and  program  responsibilities  and  authorities  or,  to 
the  extent  that  matters  do  not  fall  within  the  operating  and  program 
responsibilities  and  authorities  of  any  agency,  that  most  closely  relate 
to  their  general  areas  of  concern. 

Sec.  3.  Human  Rights  Inquiries  and  Complaints.  Each  agency  shall 
take  lead  responsibility,  in  coordination  with  other  appropriate 
agencies,  for  responding  to  inquiries,  requests  for  information,  and 
complaints  about  violations  of  human  rights  obligations  that  fall  within 
its  areas  of  responsibility  or,  if  the  matter  does  not  fall  within  its 
areas  of  responsibility,  referring  it  to  the  appropriate  agency  for 
response . 

Sec.  4.  Interagency  Working  Group  on  Human  Rights  Treaties,  (a) 
There  is  hereby  established  an  Interagency  Working  Group  on  Human  Rights 
Treaties  for  the  purpose  of  providing  guidance,  oversight,  and 
coordination  with  respect  to  questions  concerning  the  adherence  to  and 
implementation  of  human  rights  obligations  and  related  matters. 

(b)  The  designee  of  the  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 
Security  Affairs  shall  chair  the  Interagency  Working  Group,  which  shall 


consist  of  appropriate  policy  and  legal  representatives  at  the  Assistant 
Secretary  level  from  the  Department  of  State,  the  Department  of  Justice, 
the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Department  of  Defense,  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff,  and  other  agencies  as  the  chair  deems  appropriate.  The  principal 
members  may  designate  alternates  to  attend  meetings  in  their  stead. 

(c)  The  principal  functions  of  the  Interagency  Working  Group  shall 
include: 

(i)  coordinating  the  interagency  review  of  any  significant  issues 
concerning  the  implementation  of  this  order  and  analysis  and 
recommendations  in  connection  with  pursuing  the  ratification  of  human 
rights  treaties,  as  such  questions  may  from  time  to  time  arise; 

(ii)  coordinating  the  preparation  of  reports  that  are  to  be  submitted 
by  the  United  States  in  fulfillment  of  treaty  obligations; 

(iii)  coordinating  the  responses  of  the  United  States  Government  to 
complaints  against  it  concerning  alleged  human  rights  violations 
submitted  to  the  United  Nations,  the  Organization  of  American  States, 
and  other  international  organizations; 

(iv)  developing  effective  mechanisms  to  ensure  that  legislation 
proposed  by  the  Administration  is  reviewed  for  conformity  with 
international  human  rights  obligations  and  that  these  obligations  are 
taken  into  account  in  reviewing  legislation  under  consideration  by  the 
Congress  as  well; 

(v)  developing  recommended  proposals  and  mechanisms  for  improving  the 
monitoring  of  the  actions  by  the  various  States,  Commonwealths,  and 
territories  of  the  United  States  and,  where  appropriate,  of  Native 
Americans  and  Federally  recognized  Indian  tribes,  including  the  review 
of  State,  Commonwealth,  and  territorial  laws  for  their  conformity  with 
relevant  treaties,  the  provision  of  relevant  information  for  reports  and 
other  monitoring  purposes,  and  the  promotion  of  effective  remedial 
mechanisms; 

(vi)  developing  plans  for  public  outreach  and  education  concerning 
the  provisions  of  the  ICCPR,  CAT,  CERD,  and  other  relevant  treaties,  and 
human  rights-related  provisions  of  domestic  law; 

(vii)  coordinating  and  directing  an  annual  review  of  United  States 
reservations,  declarations,  and  understandings  to  human  rights  treaties, 
and  matters  as  to  which  there  have  been  non-trivial  complaints  or 
allegations  of  inconsistency  with  or  breach  of  international  human 
rights  obligations,  in  order  to  determine  whether  there  should  be 
consideration  of  any  modification  of  relevant  reservations, 
declarations,  and  understandings  to  human  rights  treaties,  or  United 
States  practices  or  laws.  The  results  and  recommendations  of  this 
review  shall  be  reviewed  by  the  head  of  each  participating  agency; 

(viii)  making  such  other  recommendations  as  it  shall  deem  appropriate 
to  the  President,  through  the  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 
Security  Affairs,  concerning  United  States  adherence  to  or 
implementation  of  human  rights  treaties  and  related  matters;  and 

(ix)  coordinating  such  other  significant  tasks  in  connection  with 
human  rights  treaties  or  international  human  rights  institutions, 
including  the  Inter-American  Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  the  Special 
Rapporteurs  and  complaints  procedures  established  by  the  United  Nations 
Human  Rights  Commission. 

(d)  The  work  of  the  Interagency  Working  Group  shall  not  supplant  the 
work  of  other  interagency  entities,  including  the  President's  Committee 
on  the  International  Labor  Organization,  that  address  international 


human  rights  issues. 


Sec.  5.  Cooperation  Among  Executive  Departments  and  Agencies.  All 
agencies  shall  cooperate  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  order. 
The  Interagency  Working  Group  shall  facilitate  such  cooperative 
measures . 

Sec.  6.  Judicial  Review,  Scope,  and  Administration,  (a)  Nothing  in 
this  order  shall  create  any  right  or  benefit,  substantive  or  procedural, 
enforceable  by  any  party  against  the  United  States,  its  agencies  or 
instrumentalities,  its  officers  or  employees,  or  any  other  person. 

(b)  This  order  does  not  supersede  Federal  statutes  and  does  not 
impose  any  justiciable  obligations  on  the  executive  branch. 

(c)  The  term  "treaty  obligations"  shall  mean  treaty  obligations  as 
approved  by  the  Senate  pursuant  to  Article  II,  section  2,  clause  2 of 
the  United  States  Constitution. 

(d)  To  the  maximum  extent  practicable  and  subject  to  the  availability 
of  appropriations,  agencies  shall  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
order . 

WILLIAM  D . CLINTON 
THE  WHITE  HOUSE, 

December  10,  1998. 

- "RE:  Makah  Election  & Whale  Hunt"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Dec  1998  11:09:32  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < j oh nwm s@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Makah  election  & whale  hunt 

Impact  of  Makah  council  election  on  whale  hunt  unclear 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/maka_122298. html 

by  The  Associated  Press 

Posted  at  02:39  a.m.  PSTj  Tuesday,  December  22,  1998 

NEAH  BAY,  Clallam  County  - The  Makah  Tribe  elected  two  new  council 
members  yesterday,  but  it  was  not  clear  how  the  results  would  affect 
council  support  for  the  community's  bid  to  revive  its  ancient  whaling 
tradition . 

Debbie  Wachendorf,  who  has  been  director  of  enrollment  for  the 
2,304-member  tribe,  was  the  top  vote-getter  with  207  of  367  votes  cast 
in  her  race.  She  led  Jerry  Lucas,  with  92  votes,  and  incumbent  Marcy 
Parker,  with  68. 

Wachendorf  supports  the  rights  laid  out  in  the  Makah' s 1855  treaty, 
including  its  unique  whaling  provision,  but  whaling  is  not  her  first 
priority.  Her  focus  is  family  - children  and  elders.  The  return  to 
whaling  will  come  "in  due  time,"  she  says. 

Greig  Arnold,  conservator  of  the  Makah  Museum,  won  the  other  seat 
with  199  votes.  Write-in  candidate  Carlton  Chamblin  followed  with  90 
votes,  and  incumbent  Harry  "Champ"  McCarty,  who  is  fighting  cancer, 
trailed  with  80  votes. 

Arnold  was  a member  of  the  Makah  delegation  to  the  International 
Whaling  Commission's  1997  meeting  at  Monaco,  which  resulted  in 
allocation  of  20  gray  whales  to  the  tribe  through  2002. 

Wachendorf  and  Arnold  will  take  office  Jan.  4. 

Just  two  of  the  five  council  seats  were  on  the  ballot  this  year. 

One  council  member  will  be  up  for  re-election  next  year  and  two  in 
2000.  Members  serve  three-year  terms. 

Two  of  the  three  remaining  council  members  strongly  support  the 
whaling  plans:  Chairman  Ben  Johnson  and  Keith  Johnson,  who  also  is 
president  of  the  Makah  Whaling  Commission.  The  two  Johnsons,  who  are 
not  directly  related,  were  both  elected  last  year. 


The  third  remaining  council  member,  Hubert  Markishtum,  has  not  been 
prominently  involved  in  the  controversial  hunt. 

Parker's  defeat  was  signaled  last  month,  when  she  failed  to  win 
renomination . 

Three  of  Parker's  sons  are  involved  in  the  whaling  endeavor  - two 
as  crew  members  and  a third  as  videographer  - and  some  critics  said 
she  had  dominated  the  effort.  Parker  disagreed,  but  did  not 
aggressively  seek  write-in  votes  after  tribal  members  nominated  Lucas 
and  Wachendorf  to  succeed  her.  She  said  she  planned  to  work  with  other 
Makah  women  on  post-hunt  preparations.  Women  traditionally  prepared 
the  meat  and  rendered  the  oil  after  men  killed  and  butchered  the  whale. 

Nearly  60  percent  of  the  tribe's  618  eligible  voters  turned  out  for 
the  election  despite  treacherous  roads  and  bitter  cold.  The  annual 
meeting  scheduled  for  last  night  was  canceled  due  to  those  conditions. 

The  Makah  have  been  cleared  to  hunt  since  Oct.  1,  but  the  whales' 
fall  migration  is  late  this  year.  The  grays  still  have  not  passed  this 
remote  community  at  the  northwestern  tip  of  the  state. 
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"RE : Attack  in  Mexico"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Dec  1998  14:59:32  -0400 

From:  "Miigam'agan  gkisedtanamoogk"  <miigkis@nbnet.nb.ca> 

Sub j : Attack  in  Mexico 

Miigam'agan  gkisedtanamoogk 
Esgenoopotit jotan-Gespegeoag  Mi ' Kmakik 
http: //brooks . simplenet . com/gkis . html 

I Greet  You  Dear  Friends... 

Last  night  i received  this  disturbing  message;  this  is  a call  for  Prayers 
and  action,  i will  re-copy  this  message  and  a couple  of  contact  people.  The 
message  is  as  follows: 

"I  have  bad  news.  VALENTIN  RIVERA,  who  was  one  of  those  first  Sun  Dancers 
that  also  helped  me  a lot  together  with  their  families,  and  who  some  years 
ago  began  his  own  Sun  Dance,  one  week  ago  was  attacked  and  shot  with 
different  fire  arms  in  ACATZINGO  in  the  state  of  PUEBLA,  some  hundred 
kilometers  from  TEOTIHUAKAN.  NANTZIN,  the  daughter  of  VALENTIN  and  also 
all  their  Sun  Dancing  Family,  died  instantly  while  defending  their 

father.  She  was  to  marry  that  day.  VALENTIN  is  in  very  serious  condition  in  intensive 

care  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  live.  Together  with  them,  nine  Sun 

Dancers  were  also  shot.  Women  are  very  serious,  I ask  you  to  communicate 

with  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  the  different  Sun  Dances  and  together, 

request  to  the  Creator  strength  for  our  Brothers  in  misfortune.  Ask  them  to 

pray  with  their  Sacred  Pipes  and  in  the  TEMAZKALES  [ Sweat  Lodges ] . Now  I will 

meet  with  them  on  this  day,  Sunday,  but  we  will  not  suspend  the  activities 

DE  TEKPAN  in  TEOTIHUAKAN. 

Tiahui, 

TLAKAELEL" 

This  message  was  sent  to  me  by  Bert  Gunn  <bertgunn@neca . com> 

For  those  who  may  be  able  to  speak  Spanish,  You  may  want  to  contact 
Franciso  Dimenez  <tlakaelel@compuserve . com> 

I will  pass  along  more  information  as  I receive  it. 


May  you  Be  Well  this  Day. 
gk 


"RE : Omaha  on  Death  Row"  

Date:  25  Dec  1998  21:58:10  GMT 

From:  "CSIA/LPSG-France"  <Celine. Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub j : Fwd  : Randy  Reeves,  Omaha  prisoner  on  death  row 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Nebraskans  Against  the  Death  Penalty  <nadp@inetnebr . com> 

Published  Friday,  December  11,  1998 

The  story  was  copied  from  the  following  URL: 

http : //omaha . com/OWH/StoryView/l%2C1344%2C74204%2C00 . html 

Please  circulate  and  call  for  action. 

BY  ROBYNN  TYSVER 
WORLD-HERALD  BUREAU 

Lincoln  - The  daughter  and  husband  of  the  pregnant  woman  stabbed  to  death 
by  Randolph  Reeves  in  1980  have  a message  for  Nebraskans:  Don't  execute 
Reeves  on  our  behalf. 

Gus  Lamm,  48,  and  his  daughter,  Audrey  Lamm,  21,  of  Portland,  Ore.,  flew 
into  Lincoln  on  Thursday  for  a three-day  lobbying  blitz  to  try  to  persuade 
state  officials  to  spare  Reeves'  life.  Reeves  is  scheduled  to  be  executed 
Ian . 14. 

"It  pains  me  to  think  that  in  some  indirect  way,  my  mother's  death  could 
cause  another  man  to  lose  his  life.  You  know,  two  wrongs  don't  make  a 
right , "Audrey  Lamm  said. 

Audrey  Lamm  was  a toddler  and  asleep  when  her  mother,  Victoria  Lamm,  28, 
was  stabbed  to  death  in  a nearby  room  at  a Quaker  Friends  Meeting  Hall  in 
Lincoln.  At  the  time,  Lamm  was  15  weeks  pregnant  and  had  returned  to 
Nebraska  from  her  home  in  Oregon  to  visit  family  and  friends.  She  and 
Audrey,  then  2,  were  staying  overnight  with  Janet  Mesner,  30,  the  caretaker 
of  the  Quaker  church  and  a close  college  friend. 

Victoria  Lamm  was  scheduled  to  fly  back  to  Oregon  the  next  day  to  be  with 
her  husband  of  three  years.  But  in  those  pre-dawn  hours  of  March  29,  1980, 
her  plans  were  tragically  altered  when  she  awoke  to  investigate  noises 
coming  from  Mesner 's  room.  Prosecutors  said  Reeves,  who  was  raping  or 
attempting  to  rape  Mesner  at  the  time,  stabbed  Lamm  to  death  to  conceal  his 
identity.  He  then  stabbed  Mesner  seven  times. 

Mesner  managed  to  telephone  police  and  identify  her  attacker  - a family 
friend  from  her  hometown  of  Central  City,  Neb.  - before  her  death  three 
hours  later.  The  Mesner  and  Reeves  families  were  Quakers  and  attended  the 
same  church  in  Central  City. 

"I  came  back  here  because  there's  a life  in  balance,"  Gus  Lamm  said. 
"There's  a man's  life  at  stake.  His  death  is  going  to  serve  no  purpose  but 
to  spread  a lot  of  misery  to  a lot  of  people." 

Lamm  said  his  late  wife  also  would  have  opposed  Reeves'  death.  She  was  a 
pacifist,  he  said,  who  cared  about  people. 

A mental  health  therapist,  Gus  Lamm  said  the  state  should  consider  the 
mitigating  circumstances  surrounding  the  murders.  Reeves,  who  was  24  at  the 
time,  was  not  in  control  that  night  because  of  the  combined  effects  of 
alcohol  and  peyote,  Lamm  said. 

At  the  trial,  one  witness  testified  that  Reeves'  blood-alcohol  level 
could  have  been  0.20  percent  or  higher.  In  Nebraska,  0.10  percent  is  legally 
drunk  for  driving  purposes. 

"If  I have  an  individual  who  is  psychotic  and  strikes  out  at  me,  I'm  not 
going  to  hold  him  accountable,"  Gus  Lamm  said. 

In  addition,  he  said  it's  important  to  remember  that  Reeves  also  lost  his 
life  that  night.  "I've  had  18  years  of  sunsets  and  golf,  and  Randy  has  had 
a box,"  he  said.  His  daughter  added,  "And  18  years  to  think  about  what  he 
did  every  day  of  his  life." 

The  Lamms  are  the  latest  family  members  of  the  two  women  to  step  forward 


in  opposition  to  the  execution.  Mesnen's  parents,  Kenneth  and  Mildred 
Mesner,  have  testified  at  legislative  hearings  in  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty. 

As  the  execution  date  looms,  the  Mesner  family  is  having  a harder  time 
understanding  the  state's  "obsession"  with  capital  punishment,  Kenneth 
Mesner  said.  "It's  hard  to  believe  that  the  state  won't  take  into 
consideration  our  feelings  about  it,"  the  Central  City  man  said. 

One  family  member,  Victoria  Lamm's  father,  has  indicated  support  for  the 
death  penalty  in  the  past  in  conversations  with  family  members.  However,  A1 
Zessin  of  Republican  City,  Neb.,  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  Thursday 
night . 

Gus  Lamm  and  his  daughter  hope  to  meet  with  members  of  the  Nebraska  Board 
of  Pardons  during  their  visit  to  Nebraska.  At  least  one  member  of  the 
board.  Attorney  General  Don  Stenberg,  will  meet  with  the  Lamms.  The  two 
other  members  of  the  board  are  Gov.  Ben  Nelson  and  Secretary  of  State  Scott 
Moore . 

The  Lamms  hope  the  board  will  grant  Reeves  a chance  to  argue  for  his  life 
at  a pardons  hearing.  The  two  realize  it's  an  uphill  battle.  The  pardons 
board  has  been  steadfast  in  the  belief  that  death  sentences  should  be 
carried  out.  Of  the  three  men  killed  since  Nebraska  resumed  executions  in 
1994,  only  one  has  been  granted  a pardons  hearing  and  he  - Harold  LaMont 
Otey  - did  not  win  a reprieve  from  the  state's  electric  chair. 

"I  think  I would  be  satisfied  with  the  sentence  being  commuted  to  life," 
Gus  Lamm  said. 

Copyright  1998  Omaha  World-Herald  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 

Please  send  letters  asking  for  a clemency  hearing  to  each  member  of  the 
Nebraska  Board  of  Pardons: 

Governor-Elect  Mike  Johanns* 

State  Capitol 
PO  Box  94848 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-4848 
402-471-2244;  Fax:  471-6031 

Scott  Moore,  Secretary  of  State 
State  Capitol 
Suite  2300 
Lincoln,  NE  68509 
402-471-2554;  Fax:  471-3237=20 

Don  Stenberg  , Attorney  General 
State  Capitol,  Room  2115 
P.0.  Box  98920 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-8920 
402-471-2455;  Fax:  471-3297 

* New  governor,  takes  office  January  7th. 

For  more  information,  please  check:  http://nadp.inetnebr.com 
Or  e-mail:  nadp@inetnebr.com 
NADP : 402-474-6575 

"RE : Open  letter  to  Northern  Territory"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dec  1998  22:03:39  +1100 

From:  Donald  E Clark  <turandot@rainbow.net.au> 

Sub j : Open  letter  to  Northern  Territory 

UUCP  email 

Supreme  Court  of  the  Northern  Territory 
GPO  Box  3946 
DARWIN  NT  0801 
Attention : 

Master  of  the  Supreme  Court 


Office  of  the  Chief  Minister 
GPO  Box  3144 
DARWIN  NT  0801 
Attention : 

Shane  Stone,  Chief  Minister 
29  December,  1998 
TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN 

It  was  with  absolute  disgust  and  disbelief  that  I read  of  the  inhuman 
action  taken  by  the  Stone  Government  of  the  Northern  Territory  against 
Letty  Scott  whose  husband  was  tortured  and  murdered  by  custodial 
officers  of  Darwin  prison  on  5 Duly  1985. 

I have  been  involved  with  Letty  and  her  family  over  the  years  in  seeking 
justice  for  the  death  of  her  husband  and  the  bringing  to  trial  of  the 
perpetrators  involved  with  that  death. 

There  can  be  no  justice  where  there  is  no  truth  and  the  truth  of  the 
horrific  circumstances  of  this  case  have  yet  to  be  honestly  and  openly 
examined  by  the  judicial  system  of  this  country. 

Letty,  her  now  husband  and  children  have  lived  in  fear  of  their  lives 
since  1985  and  have  moved  constantly  around  Australia  to  attempt  to  stay 
alive  and  free  of  harassment  from  police  and  prison  officers.  I have 
witnessed  the  deterioration  of  their  health  but  not  their  will  to  fight 
a system  intent  on  hiding  the  truth  of  what  occurred  in  Duly  1985.  I 
have  assisted,  as  best  as  possible,  to  alert  those  individuals  and 
organizations  both  within  Australia  and  overseas  to  the  crime  and 
cover-up  condoned  by  not  only  the  Northern  Territory  Government  but  also 
Federal  Governments  of  the  day. 

There  is  currently  enough  evidence  to  show  that  her  husband  was  tortured 
and  murdered.  There  are  witnesses.  There  are  photographs  that  prove 
that  the  murdered  man  was  hung  twice.  There  is  irrefutable  proof  as  to 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  death  of  Letty' s husband  on  that  Duly 
day  in  1985. 

For  thirteen  odd  years  there  has  been  nothing  but  obfuscation  and  cover 
up  from  Territory  and  Federal  Governments,  police  and  prison  officers, 
ATSIC  and  others.  It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  the  last  recorded 
massacre  of  Aborigines  occurred  in  the  Northern  Territory.  That 
massacre  of  Aborigines  continues  to  this  day.  Nothing  has  changed. 

There  are  ample  opportunities  for  this  infamous  case  to  be  highlighted 
to  the  world,  the  Games  being  only  one  of  them.  This  Association  will 
continue  to  support  the  calls  for  justice  for  not  only  Letty' s case  but 
other  well-documented  abuses  of  Indigenous  human  rights. 

This  Association  demands  of  the  Government  of  the  Northern  Territory 
that  the  harassment  of  Letty  and  her  family,  both  legal  and  illegal, 
cease  immediately  and  that  a full,  honest  and  open  enquiry  be  entered 
into  at  a Royal  Commission  level  to  investigate  every  facet  of  this 
notorious  case 

As  noted  previously,  there  can  be  no  justice  where  there  is  no  truth. 

Ray  Dackson 
Official  Spokesman 

Indigenous  Social  Dustice  Association 
PO  Box  K555 
HAYMARKET  NSW  1240 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Sat,  26  Dec  98  0502:00  GMT 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  Gary  and  I went  to  a Winter  Solstice  Pow  Wow 
at  the  Atlanta  Federal  Prison.  We  spent  four  hours  with  about  20 
prisoners,  drumming,  singing,  dancing  and  talking.  After  receiving 
the  approval  of  the  head  chaplain,  I spoke  to  them  about  this  Pen  Pal 
List  and  told  them  I would  publish  the  names  and  addresses  of  any 
who  wished  to  correspond  with  Native  American  brothers  and  sisters  on 
the  outside.  Because  of  this  prison's  regulations,  I asked  that  those 
who  wanted  correspondents  write  to  me  requesting  this.  In  the  past 
week  three  letters  came  to  me. 

I'd  like  to  point  something  else  here.  One  of  the  things  that  has 
come  through  loud  and  clear  is  that  contact,  both  written  and  personal 
with  brothers  and  sisters  on  the  outside  means  a lot  to  these  guys. 

I'm  glad  I was  given  the  opportunity  to  spend  some  time  with  them  and 
I hope  some  of  you  will  decide  to  become  more  involved,  as  well. 

lanet 

To  whom  it  may  concern! 

I'm  requesting  for  pen-pal  and  I got  this  address  from  Running  Deer 
this  morning.  I do  appreciate  it.  Thank  you! 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 

#74722-012 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

White  Earth  Chippewa/Mexican 

42  Years  Old 

5'8"  tall,  180  lb,  hazel  eyes,  black  hair 
Release  date  9/1999 

(this  next  one  came  in  an  envelope  with  an  incredibly  well  done  ink 
drawing  on  the  front,  obviously  drawn  by  the  sender) 

Dear  lanet. 

Hello  there.  How  y'all  doing?  Ain't  nothing  much  here,  just  back 
to  the  ol'  routine.  Ever  since  the  last  powwow. 

Anyways,  I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I 
would  really  appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks. 

May  the  Great  Spirit  be  with  y'all. 

This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 

Sincerely, 


Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 


#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 
Dear  Gary  and  3anet, 

I don't  know  if  you  remember  me,  but  I'd  thot  I'd  write  to  you  both. 

First  I would  like  to  thank  you  for  coming  to  our  li'l  Indian  Gathering 
(powwow).  It  sure  is  very  good  (Lila'  was'te)  to  have  friends  come  inside 
to  help  support  the  brothers. 

I myself  really  appreciate  this  support!  Would  you  please  let  (others 
who  were  there)  know  how  much  it  meant  to  me.  (Pila'miya)  Thank  you. 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little 
about  myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower 
Brule  Sioux  (Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father 
of  5 beautiful  children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life! 

I'd  also  like  you  all  to  know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only 
do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all  of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you 
once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again  someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 
In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  lones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dec  1998  21:47:10  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  86 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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IF  I WERE  A VOICE. 


IF  I were  a voice  - a persuasive  voice  - 
That  would  travel  the  wide  world  through, 

I would  fly  o the  beams  of  the  morning  light. 

And  speak  to  men  with  a gentle  might. 

And  tell  them  to  be  true. 

I'd  fly,  I'd  fly  o'er  land  and  sea 
Wherever  a human  heart  might  be 
Telling  a tale  of  signing  a song. 

In  praise  of  the  right,  in  blame  of  the  wrong. 

If  I were  a voice  - a consoling  voice  - 
I'd  fly  on  the  wings  of  air; 

The  homes  of  sorrow  and  guilt  I'd  seek. 

And  calm  and  truthful  words  I'd  speak. 

To  save  them  from  despair. 

I'd  fly,  I'd  fly  o'er  the  crowded  town. 

And  drop  like  the  happy  sunlight  down 
Into  the  hearts  of  suffering  ones, 
and  teach  them  to  rejoice  again. 


AS  TO  LAUGHING. 


These  sensible  hints  about  laughing  are  from  Arthur's  Home  Magazine. 
The  writer  says: 

A laugh  doeth  good  like  medicine,  but  you  must  be  sure  to  have  the 
laugh  WITH  others,  not  AT  them,  if  you  would  have  it  really  do  good. 

The  kindness  which  governs  in  other  things  should  in  this;  no 
substituting  of  something  else  that's  "just  as  good"  for  the  Golden 
Rule,  which  should  control  our  conduct  - for  nothing  else  is  just  as 
good,  nor  nearly  as  good. 

Here  are  a few  "don'ts"  for  the  little  people  --  and  we  are  all  little 
sometimes  --to  observe  about  laughter: 

1.  Don't  laugh  at  an  accident.  It  is  bad  enough  to  be  the  victim  of 
embarrassment,  such  as  comes  with  any  accident,  without  being  at  the 
same  time  the  butt  of  ridicule. 

2.  Don't  laugh  at  misfortune  of  any  kind.  Sympathy  need  not  be  vocal 
to  be  very  expressive,  but  it  is  much  more  potent  for  good  than  ridicule 
or  amusement. 

3.  Don't  laugh  at  a mistake.  Your  own  mistakes  acre  coming  in  every 
day  --  and  you  don't  want  to  be  paid  in  money  of  your  own  coining, 
unless  the  coin  is  of  the  best  standard  quality. 

4.  Don't  laugh  at  the  aged.  Some  day  you'll  be  just  as  old  as  the 
oldest  man  or  woman  you  know  - if  you  live  long  enough. 

5.  Don't  laugh  at  the  awkward.  It  is  not  so  much  to  your  credit  that 
you  are  graceful  as  it  is  that  you  are  kind,  "there's  nothing  so  royal 
as  kindness,"  and  it  is  not  kind  to  laugh  at  a person  whom  you  think 
awkward . 

6.  Don't  laugh  at  a joke  that  has  any  doubtful  meaning.  All  coarse 
or  mean  conversation  should  be  frowned  down. 

7.  Don't  laugh  in  a way  that  will  disturb  others. 


QUERY  ANSWERED. 


In  answering  the  inquiry  made  in  your  last  issue  of  the  HELPER 
regarding  the  probable  meaning  of  the  word  "Quider"  the  name  said  to 


have  been  given  by  the  Six  Nation  Indians  to  Peter  Schuyler,  perhaps  a 
little  explanation  will  suffice. 

One  of  the  very  first  efforts  of  the  early  missionaries  among  the  then 
Five  Nation  Indians  was  that  which  reduced  their  language  to  writing.  I 
cannot  say  whether  or  not  any  effort  was  ever  put  forth  to  invent  an 
Indian  alphabet  for  these  people,  but  sixteen  characters  of  the  English 
alphabet  are  used  in  writing  the  Indian  language,  their  pronunciation 
being  modified  to  correspond  with  certain  sounds  peculiar  to  the  Indian 
language . 

Many  of  the  Oneidas  of  Wisconsin,  who  formally  formed  a part  of  the 
Confederation,  still  possess  Bibles  and  Testaments  translated  into  the 
Indian  and  published  by  the  early  missionaries  even  before  Peter 
Schuyler's  time. 

In  this  word  "Quider",  "i"  is  pronounced  like  "ee,"  "e"  like  "a"  in 
day,  and  "r"  like  "1"  hence  the  word  spelled  according  to  pronunciation, 
is  "Queedal"  with  the  accent  on  the  first  syllable.  Quider  is  the 
Indian  for  Peter.  D.W. 


An  Iroquois  Indian  writes  that  he  has  heard  the  word  used  years  ago 
and  that  Quider  or  Quidler  means  a low,  trifling  person.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  is  inclined  to  believe  that  D.W.  is  on  the  right 
track,  and  that  the  name  Quider  is  the  Indian  name  for  Peter. 
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The  Indian  Chiefs. 

The  chiefs  from  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Agency,  presented  a fine 
appearance  as  they  sat  upon  the  rostrum  last  Wednesday  evening.  They 
listened  with  interest  to  the  band  and  choir  and  to  Mr.  Standing's 
address  of  welcome.  When  Major  Pratt  spoke  of  their  presence  with  us 
and  his  pleasure  at  having  them  here,  he  said  they  were  men  he  knew  31 
years  ago  at  a time  when  some  of  the  tribes  were  not  friendly,  and  it 
was  interesting  if  not  dangerous  to  be  among  them.  Mr.  Standing 
referred  to  his  pioneer  life  down  in  the  section  of  the  country  from 
whence  they  had  come.  He  said  he  knew  Left  Hand  the  best.  Robert 
Burns,  interpreted  for  the  Cheyennes  and  Cleaver  Warden  for  the 
Arapahoes.  Both  were  early  pupils  of  Carlisle.  When  it  came  time  for 
the  chiefs  to  speak.  Major  introduced  Left  Hand  first.  He  said  he  was 
one  of  the  men  he  had  met  on  the  Washita  31  years  ago.  The  Major  had 
met  Mr.  Standing  down  in  that  country  also,  and  it  was  through  his  work 
of  preparation  that  we  got  56  of  the  children  of  the  two  tribes  that 
these  chiefs  represented,  to  enter  Carlisle.  Left  Hand  sent  three  of 
his  own  boys. 


Left  Hand,  Arapahoe,  said  in  part.  Cleaver  Warden,  interpreter: 

My  friends,  I am  glad  to  see  you  all  gathered  in  this  room.  I 
consider  myself  as  deaf  and  dumb,  but  there  is  a light  before  me  and  all 
the  Indians  in  the  United  States.  Since  I came  here  and  saw  you  I have 
been  encouraged,  and  I want  to  impress  upon  you  that  you  are  to  carry 
heavy  responsibilities  in  the  future.  I shall  have  a great  deal  to 
tell  my  people  when  I go  home. 

Wolfe  Robe,  Cheyenne,  Robert  Burns,  interpreter,  said:  "I  am  glad  to 
see  you  all  and  I am  very  glad  to  see  that  you  are  learning  something. 
Improve  your  time  while  you  are  here,  so  you  will  be  able  to  manage 
affairs  when  you  go  out  from  this  school.  I have  been  here  before  and  I 
am  glad  to  be  here  now."  Wolfe  Robe  spoke  eloquently  in  his  own 
language,  which  sounded  very  strange  to  the  ears  of  most  of  his 
audience . 

The  Major  in  introducing  Buffalo  Meat,  Cheyenne,  said  that  he  had  had 
the  unpleasant  duty,  years  ago  as  an  officer  of  the  army,  to  put  chains 
upon  this  man,  before  taking  him  to  Florida  as  a prisoner  of  war.  The 
taking  of  74  of  the  warriors  of  the  southwestern  plains  in  1875,  to 
Florida  proved  to  be  the  greatest  moving  cause  toward  the  establishing 
of  Carlisle.  Although  the  Major  was  obliged  to  treat  Buffalo  Meat  so 
harshly  they  had  always  been  friends,  and  when  the  time  came  to  send 
children  to  Carlisle,  Buffalo  Meat  was  ready. 

Buffalo  Meat  said  in  part: 

"These  are  the  representative  men  of  my  tribe.  The  only  advice  I have 
to  give  to  the  pupils  before  me  is  to  improve.  We  are  blind  and  cannot 
hear  from  ourselves.  I am  a member  of  the  church,  and  I pray  for  the 
students  of  the  Carlisle  school.  I have  seen  other  schools,  and  I 
picked  out  this,  for  I think  this  is  the  best."  Then  Buffalo  Meat  bowed 
his  head  in  prayer,  and  in  his  own  language  which  was  not  interpreted, 
sent  up  a petition  that  was  impressive  and  powerful.  Although  we  could 
not  understand  a word  he  uttered  the  power  of  the  Spirit  was  manifest 
and  the  very  breath  of  his  audience  could  be  heard  in  the  stillness  of 
the  moment.  Buffalo  Meat  is  the  first  Christian  Chief,  uneducated,  who 
ever  prayed  orally  before  the  Carlisle  school. 

Then  Robert  Burns,  Hesse  Bent  and  Cleaver  Warden,  ex-students  who  were 
the  interpreters  for  the  visitors,  spoke  earnestly  showing  that  they 
too,  considered  it  a privilege  to  say  a few  words  to  the  school.  At  the 
close,  the  audience  sang  America,  and  the  students  marched  out  as  the 
band  played. 


The  band  is  booked  for  a concert  on  Saturday  evening,  in  Assembly 
Hall.  It  will  be  a good  one.  The  improvement  in  technique  by  these 
players  coming  as  most  of  them  have  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  and 
having  taken  hold  of  entirely  new  instruments  in  some  instances,  is 
wonderful.  What  has  been  accomplished  is  due  to  perseverance  and 
practice.  Mr.  Wheelock  is  sparing  no  pains  to  bring  out  of  the 
instruments  and  their  players  all  that  there  is  in  them.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  band  are  quite  young  boys.  Some  had  excellent 
instruction  before  they  came  to  Carlisle,  but  have  had  to  labor  with  new 
instruments,  the  like  of  which  they  never  saw.  Admission  to  the  concert 
25  cents,  proceeds  to  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  band.  Trolley  fare 
included  in  price  of  admission.  Tickets  at  Richards'  and  Means'. 


We  note  with  sadness  the  death  of  Mr.  John  L.  Henry,  a well-known  and 
influential  citizen  of  Carlisle,  who  for  a short  time  some  5 or  6 years 
ago  was  a temporary  teacher  in  one  of  our  higher  grades.  He  died  from  a 
surgical  operation  performed  upon  the  liver.  In  our  intercourse  with 
Mr.  Henry  we  found  him  to  be  all  that  the  Sentinel  says  --  A man  of 
strictest  integrity,  kind,  obliging,  and  a friend  to  many  who  needed 
friendship.  His  taking  away  in  the  prime  of  life  will  be  a source  of 
regret  to  a large  circle  of  friends. 


Some  people  make  awkward  mistakes  at  the  table  because  they  do  not 
know  any  better,  and  they  will  read  with  gladness  the  list  of  "Nevers 
on  last  page. 
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New  moon. 

B.  U.  Y.  C. 

The  coldest  week  of  the  year,  this. 

A civic  club  at  our  school  is  talked  of. 

The  bleachers  have  been  taken  down. 

The  athletic  field  is  still  in  robe  of  white. 

The  nose  not  the  mouth  was  made  to  breathe  through. 

The  electric  motor  seems  to  run  "steady  by  jerks"  these  cold  days. 

The  school  exhibition  is  preparing  as  we  go  to  press,  Thursday 
evening. 

Miss  Wood  has  presented  to  her  school  room  Hoffman's  "Christ  in  the 
Temple. " 

Granolithic  walks,  and  nobody  to  brush  away  the  snow.  Who  is  to 
blame? 

The  skating  girl  appreciateth,  these  days,  the  boy  friend  who  can 
sharpen  skates. 

Miss  Peter  is  suffering  from  at  attack  of  erysipelas,  and  is  confined 
to  her  room. 

John  Warren  brings  more  music  out  of  the  big  tuba  than  we  have  heard 
for  a long  time. 

You  want  to  attach  a card  to  your  Christmas  present?  Fred  Tibbetts 
will  print  it  for  you. 

Mr.  D.P.  Bland,  of  Carlisle,  is  instructing  a chorus  of  boys  between  7 
and  8 o'clock,  Monday  evening. 

The  top  button  is  the  important  one.  Off?  Then  you  can't  be  too 
quick  in  getting  on  and  sewing  it  on. 

Mr.  Edward  A.  Low,  of  Carlisle,  is  assisting  Mr.  Harris  in  the  wagon 
and  blacksmith  shop.  He  is  a body  maker. 

"What  are  you  reading  now,  out  of  work  hours?"  "Nothing?"  "Then  the 
place  for  you  is  the  back  woods." 

Skating  was  superb  when  the  snow  came.  Large  patches  have  been  swept 
from  the  pond,  so  there  is  still  chance  for  sport. 

Small-pox  not  many  miles  away,  but  no  danger  here!  It  is  right, 
however,  to  take  the  proper  precaution,  and  vaccination  is  in  order. 

Still  time  to  order  cards  for  Christmas.  Fred  Tibbetts  is  turning  out 
neat  work.  10  cents  for  25  cards;  5 cents  for  additional  line.  Two 
cents  extra  by  mail. 

Music  examination  of  Seniors  and  Dunior  has  begun.  The  hard,  earnest 
worker  shows  results.  The  drones  - well,  let's  not  talk  about  them! 

They  will  try  again. 

Misses  Forster  and  Miles  will  attend  the  Invincible  Society  tonight; 
Miss  Cutter  and  Miss  Luckenbach  the  Standards;  Miss  Ericson  and  Miss 
Shaffner,  the  Susans. 

The  Duniors  and  their  teacher  desire  through  the  HELPER  to  thank  Miss 
Forster  for  the  beautiful  picture  - Millet's  Gleaners  - that  she  has 
recently  presented  to  No.  11  school  room. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tamura,  of  Tokio,  visited  the  school  this  week.  He  is  an 
old-time  friend  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  with  whom  they  became 
acquainted  when  they  were  in  Dapan. 

The  Librarian  is  impatiently  awaiting  new  books  to  catalogue.  A 
Christmas  present  of  some  GOOD  books  for  our  library  would  just  hit  the 
mark  if  some  one  would  like  to  do  a kind  act  for  the  school. 

Jacob  Cobmoosa  writes  to  renew  his  subscription  thus  showing  that  he 
keeps  his  interest  with  us. 

Miss  Cutter  has  presented  to  her  own  school  room  Millet's  Shepherdess, 
and  the  pupils  of  the  same  room  presented.  The  Pantheon. 

Monday's  talk  by  Professor  Bakeless  was  on  How  to  Behave  in  Public 
Assemblies.  On  Tuesday,  Miss  Paul  favored  the  opening  exercises  with  a 
Jimmy  Brown  story.  All  enjoy  those  stories.  Miss  Cutter  spoke  on 
"Umbrellas . " 

The  HELPER  office  is  the  recipient  of  a handsome  calendar,  the 
Christmas  gift  of  Mr.  Levant  L.  Mason,  of  Jamestown,  NY  It  is  replete 
with  quotations  and  wise  sayings  which  will  be  very  useful  to  the 


Man-on-the-band-stand  and  to  the  printers  who  make  up  our  papers  and  we 
thank  our  kind  friend  for  the  remembrance. 

Mrs.  Cook's  class  used  their  study  hour  last  Thursday  evening  in 
discussing  whether  or  not  the  late  war  had  been  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  Stella  Mishear  and  Scott  Peters  argued  as  principal  speakers 
for  the  affirmative,  and  Viola  Zip  and  Louis  Tremble  for  the  negative. 
The  judges  - Thomas  Marshall,  Misses  Sara  Smith  and  Annie  Morton  decided 
in  favor  of  the  affirmative  side.  There  were  a number  of  speakers  from 
the  outside:  among  others,  Robert  Emmett,  George  Welch  and  Edward 
Peters . 

It  is  a great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
to  see  how  splendidly  the  boys  have  carried  out  the  new  order  for  all  to 
have  coats  buttoned  from  top  to  bottom  when  they  step  out  in  the  cold. 
The  Major's  earnest  talk  on  the  subject  of  health,  the  order  that 
followed  and  the  boys'  own  good  sense  will  save  us  from  much  sickness 
and  death  this  winter. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  Faculty  of  Wilson  College,  Chambersburg, 
repeated  a concert  they  gave  to  an  appreciative  audience  in 
Chambersburg,  in  our  School  Assembly  Hall,  before  an  audience  not  so 
appreciative,  as  the  music  was  beyond  us  in  classical  selection.  There 
were  a number  of  people  from  Carlisle  as  well  as  our  own  faculty  and 

higher  class  of  musical  students  who  enjoyed  the  concert  exceedingly. 

All  of  the  music  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  something  for  us  to 
aspire  to. 

Miss  Annie  Moore,  who  some  years  ago  was  instructor  in  instrumental 

music  at  our  school,  is  with  us  for  a few  days  on  her  way  to  New  York 

City  where  she  will  take  a special  course  in  music.  When  these  already 
fine  musicians  go  off  to  learn  more,  it  is  hard  for  some  of  us  to 
understand  why.  Miss  Moore  is  a guest  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Given. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  departed  on  Tuesday  for  New  York  from  whence  they 
set  sail  yesterday  for  the  Bermudas.  They  will  be  gone  several  weeks, 
in  quest  of  needed  rest.  We  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  of  their  safe 
arrival,  in  the  face  of  the  winter  storms  which  seem  to  be  making 
terrible  havoc  with  shipping  on  the  Atlantic  sea  board,  this  winter. 

They  took  their  wheels  and  expect  to  enjoy  the  hundred  miles  of 
magnificent  roads  it  is  reported  there  are  on  those  islands  of  the  sea. 
Miss  Nana  Pratt  accompanied  her  father  and  mother  as  far  as 
Philadelphia . 


(page  4) 

A FEW  TABLE  "NEVERS. 


These  "Nevers,"  clipped  from  an  exchange,  it  might  be  well  for  us  to 
learn  by  heart  before  our  big  Christmas  dinner  comes. 

Never  smack  the  lips  when  eating. 

Never  pick  your  teeth  at  table. 

Never  put  your  finger  into  your  mouth. 

Never  drum  with  your  fingers  on  the  table. 

Never  put  your  knife  in  your  mouth. 

Never  put  your  elbow  on  the  table. 

Never  scrape  your  plate  or  tilt  it  to  eat  the  last  drop  of  anything  it 
contains,  or  wipe  it  off  with  a piece  of  bread. 

Never  play  with  your  knife  and  fork  or  salt-cellar,  or  balance  a spoon 
on  your  glass. 


YOU  WASH  HAIR. 


One  of  the  Agents  on  a western  reservation  has  hair  that  has  grown 
white  with  age. 

He  is  not  an  old  man,  however,  and  not  desiring  to  appear  older  than 
he  is,  has  dyed  his  hair  of  late. 

His  Indians  saw  him  before  he  dyed  his  locks  and  when  the  white  was 
turned  to  brown  marvelled  at  the  change,  but  was  not  deceived  entirely 
as  to  how  it  came  about. 

The  Indians  of  the  remote  country  we  are  writing  about  are  not  as 


civilized  as  some,  and  delight  to  paint  their  faces  and  hair  on  state 
occasions , but  are  not  allowed  the  privilege. 

To  prevent  it,  the  Agent  has  had  to  resort  to  various  punishments,  one 
of  which  is  the  withholding  of  rations. 

One  day  a painted  Indian  came  into  the  Agent's  office  and  asked  when 
he  would  get  his  annuity  money. 

"You  go  and  wash  your  face  and  dress  up  as  a man  should,  and  I will 
talk  to  you,"  said  the  Agent  coldly. 

The  Indian  did  as  he  was  bid,  but  not  long  after  came  back  to  ask  the 
same  question  and  said  to  the  Agent: 

"You  go  wash  YOUR  hair  before  you  pay  Indian.  Your  hair  all  white, 
you  put  on  paint.  You  wash  your  hair." 

The  Agent  had  not  a word  to  say. 


ANNIE  THOMAS  LILLIBRIDGE . 


Mrs.  Lilliebridge,  wife  of  Mr.  D.G.  Lillibridge  of  the  Genoa  Nebraska 
school  force  was  Annie  Thomas,  when  a pupil  of  Carlisle.  Many  here  now 
remember  her  bright  face  and  genial  manner.  That  she  still  has  a warm 
place  in  her  heart  for  her  Alma  Mater  may  be  inferred  from  a few 
extracts  taken  from  a recent  breezy  and  interesting  letter. 

She  says  in  part: 

"Nothing  would  please  us  better  than  to  visit  Carlisle.  'Duty  before 
pleasure'  has  always  prevented. 

I have  been  out  of  the  service  for  some  time,  but  my  very  own  'school' 
keeps  me  as  busy  as  my  forty  or  more  boys  and  girls  used  to." 

In  speaking  of  Miss  Edge  of  Downingtown,  with  whom  Annie  lived  for  a 
time,  she  says: 

"Miss  Edge  has  made  her  own  home  a small  Carlisle.  What  pains  she  has 
taken  with  us  girls! 

Alex.  Upshaw  '97,  Carlisle,  has  been  added  to  our  force  of  employees. 
He  goes  to  Fremont  this  week,  with  five  boys  from  here  to  a Y.M.C.A. 
convention.  He  is  trying  to  organize  an  association  here. 

John  Logan,  father  of  Howard  Logan,  has  been  here  visiting  his  son  who 
is  sick.  His  two  girls  who  went  to  Carlisle  are  married  and  are  living 
on  the  reservation." 


FROM  CALIFORNIA. 


Robert  Parish  who  was  sent  to  his  home  in  California  some  months 
since,  addresses  his  shop  instructor,  Mr.  Harris,  a friendly  letter 
assuring  him  that  he  is  getting  better  every  day. 

He  says: 

"I  shall  remember  the  school  and  the  teachers  as  long  as  the  sun  shall 
shine  in  heaven. 

I should  think  that  the  boys  in  your  shop  (blacksmith)  would  make  a 
strong  football  team. 

It  is  raining  here  today.  I love  to  see  it  rain,  but  I don't  want  to 
see  snow.  There  is  too  much  snow  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Green 
things  are  growing  here  everywhere  you  pass." 


A PROFESSIONAL  NURSE. 


David  Peake,  brother  of  Fred,  class  '92,  and  Emily,  class  '93,  is  a 
professional  nurse  and  masseur,  graduate  of  the  Mills  Training  School, 
Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  12,  2,  6 some  did  to  get  there. 

My  7,  2,  12  is  a part  of  the  body. 

My  3,  7,  6 is  a useful  article  in  school. 

My  9,  7,  2,  12,  6 is  to  desire. 

My  1,  11,  3,  4,  7,  6 is  something  not  caused. 

My  5,  10,  2,  12  is  a period  of  time. 


My  8,  1,  10,  6 is  a question  of  time. 

When  you  guess  my  whole,  may  it  be  yours  is  the  wish  of  a 
SUBSCRIBER. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  His  Birthday. 

ANSWER  TO  ENIGMA  OF  Nov.  25:  Good  football  players. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE:  Poem:  So  You  Wanna  Be  An  Indian" 

Date:  Tue,  28  Oct  1997  14:42:15  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : So  You  Wanna  Be  An  Indian(POEM) 

UUCP  email 

So  You  Wanna  Be  An  Indian 

So  you  wanna  be  an  Indian  with  your  beads 
and  feather  and  exotic  furs  or  skins. 

You  wanna  cash  in  on  minority 
programs  and  grants  and  being  noticed. 

And  you  wanna  rub  shoulders  with  Brando 
and  go  to  cocktail  parties  because, 
suddenly  you're  interesting 
and  everyone  wants  to  be  your  friend. 

So  you  wanna  be  an  Indian, 
go  to  powwows,  dance  like  one. 

But  you  don't  want  to  live  on  a reservation 

or  in  some  cheap  hot  & cold  frame  on  the  other  side 

of  the  tracks  in  a city  north  of  nowhere. 

And  you  don't  want  to  think  about  Sara,  34, 
with  her  bloated,  cirrhotic  belly,  dying,  and 
her  seven  kids,  or  have  your  non-Indian  friends 
catch  you  grinding  corn  on  a metate, 
or  see  the  peppers  and  onions 

hang  from  the  ceiling  and  kitchen  walls  in  your  home. 

And  you  don't  want  to  work  the  potato  fields  in  Idaho 
or  sell  turquoise  jewelry  on  the  street  in  Flagstaff. 

And  you  don't  want  to  marry  a drunken  Indian 
and  get  beaten  up  all  the  time. 

And  you  don't  want  to  pray  the  old  way, 
offer  your  flesh  or  fast  four  days. 

And  you  don't  want  to  go  to  prison 
for  fighting  for  your  rights. 

Okay. 

Go  Ahead.  Be  an  Indian. 

Native  Americans  will  survive  you,  too. 

Author  Unknown 


RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dec  98  04:02:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Hanuary  4-10 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

4 

I am  the  child  of  many  cultures  --  in  me  grows  the  hope  of  the  future. 

5 

I am  a part  of  the  land,  ka  aina.  The  soil  is  my  flesh,  the  mountains 
my  bones. 

6 

My  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani;  my  dance  is  the  dance  of 
the  waves. 

7 

I am  reborn  in  the  image  of  my  fathers  and  mothers. 

8 

The  spirit  of  the  land  guides  me  in  every  choice  that  I must  make. 

9 

This  land  is  born  of  fire  and  ocean  and  wind.  In  my  mind  is  the  fire  of 
knowledge;  in  my  blood  run  the  currents  of  the  ocean;  in  the  wind  do  I 
hear  the  song  of  my  spirit. 

10 

The  rumble  of  the  volcano  is  like  the  beating  of  a great  heart. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Indian  Country  Address  Book" 

Date:  Mon,  28  Dec  1998  08:16:14  -0500 

From:  "John  & Martha  Crow",  INTERNET: johncrow@hotmail . com 
Sub j : INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK 


CHRISTMAS  SALE 

1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK  $25*  (Regular  Price:  $55) 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  INTERNET  GUIDE  $25*  (Regular  Price:  $30) 

REFERENCE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  $50*  (Regular  Price:  $95)  * 
plus  $4.50  shipping/handling 

These  directories  are  not  just  books  containing  classified  listings  of 
names,  addresses,  and  other  data  about  Native  Americans.  These  directories 
are  windows  to  modern  American  Indian  life;  contemporary  biographical  (as  a 
group)  information  about  one  of  America  s unique  minority  groups. 

Our  directories  are  empowerment  tools.  They  empower  Native  Americans  to 
better  connect,  communicate  and  network  within  our  own  world.  Many 
American  Indian  businesses  use  the  directories  to  increase  sales  of  goods 
and  services  to  their  own  people.  The  different  uses  of  the  directories  by 
Native  Americans  is  unlimited. 

Non-Natives  use  our  directories  so  they  can  access  authentic  sources. 

Some  large  newspapers  have  our  directories  in  their  libraries  as  a resource 
for  their  employees.  Every  university  and  college  library  should  have  a 
copy  on  their  reference  shelf  so  students  can  have  access  to  genuine  Native 
American  resources. 

1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK  (by  John  & Martha  Crow)  is  the  only 
national,  comprehensive  directory  for  any  minority  group  in  the  United 
States.  Black  Americans  don  t have  one,  neither  do  Hispanic  Americans, 
Asian  Americans,  or  any  other  racial  minority  group.  Other  disenfranchised 


and  oppressed  groups  in  America,  such  as  women,  children  and  gays  & lesbians 
are  also  without  national,  comprehensive  directories. 

The  uses  for  our  directories  for  non-Indians  is  also  unlimited.  There  is 
a great  need  for  directories  like  ours.  And  not  just  for  Native  Americans. 
There  needs  to  be  other  directories  like  ours  for  the  other  minority  groups 
of  this  country.  We  have  been  working  on  our  directories  for  almost  five 
years  and  we  know  how  to  research  and  put  directories  together.  We  will 
teach  anyone  how  to  make  directories  for  their  group.  You  can  e-mail  us 
or  call  us  at  320-252-4190. 

Because  of  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1978,  every  social  service 
agency  in  the  United  States  should  have  a copy  of  the  INDIAN  COUNTRY 
ADDRESS  BOOK  so  they  can  adhere  to  the  federal  law.  No  matter  how  rural 
or  desolate  a social  service  agency  may  be  located,  some  day  they  will 
have  to  work  with  an  Indian  child. 

1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK  contains  over  12,000  listings  in  64 
chapters,  ranging  from  Agriculture/  Animals  and  ending  with  Youth.  The 
following  are  chapters  in  the  book:  Agriculture  & Animals;  Artists  & 
Craftpersons;  Authors  Books  Writing  Publishing;  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (Main  Offices);  Business  Groups  & Associations;  Businesses;  Clothing 
Blankets  Cloth;  Commodity  Food  Centers;  Computers  Software  On  - Line 
Networks;  Craft  Supplies;  Crisis  Intervention;  Culture  History  Language; 
Directories;  Economic  Development;  Education;  Education  - College  Indian 
Studies;  Education  - Student  Organizations;  Elderly;  Employment  & Training; 
Entertainment  Music  Dance;  Environment  & Natural  Resources;  Events; 
Families;  Fire  Departments;  Food;  Foundations  Funds  Philanthropy; 
Galleries  & Craft  Sales;  Gaming;  Government  Agency;  Groups  Clubs 
Associations;  Head  Start  Programs;  Health;  Health  - Clinics  & Hospitals; 
Health  - Dental;  Health  - Mental;  Healthy  Start  Programs;  Housing  Shelter 
Tipis;  Indian  Centers;  Indian  Child  Welfare;  Law  Criminal  Justice;  Law 
Enforcement;  Legal  Services;  Libraries;  Men  & Women;  Nations  - Federally 
Recognized;  Nations  - Not  Federally  Recognized;  Native  Colleges  & 
Universities;  Periodicals;  Radio  Television  Film  Cable;  Religion; 
Schools  K-12;  Social  Change  Social  Justice;  Social  Services;  Speakers 
Storytellers  Presenters;  Sports  Recreation  Parks;  State  Indian 
Commissions;  Substance  Abuse;  Transportation;  Travel  Sightseeing 
Tourism;  Utilities;  Veterans;  Web  & Home  Pages;  and.  Youth. 

Find  interesting  and  useful  Native  American  sites  on  the  Web  without 
having  to  waste  hours  searching  for  them.  With  over  1,500  listings,  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  INTERNET  GUIDE  (by  John  & Martha  Crow)  puts  information  about  the 
electronic  world  of  Indian  Country  right  at  your  fingertips.  This  is  the 
first  book  of  its  kind.  Not  because  it  is  about  Native  American  sites  on 
the  Internet,  but  because  it  is  the  first  book  to  be  published  that 
concentrates  on  one  subject  on  the  Internet  instead  of  Yellow  Pages  books 
that  cite  thousands  of  subjects.  We  (John  and  Martha  Crow)  call  this  kind 
of  a book  a Genre  Internet  Guide  Book  or  GIG  Book  , for  short.  We 
predict  that  within  ten  years,  at  least  one-third  of  the  shelves  in 
bookstores  will  be  reserved  for  GIG  Books. 

The  Reference  Encyclopedia  of  the  American  Indian,  8th  Edition  1998  (by 
Barry  Klein)  contains  800  pages  with  over  10,000  annotated  listings  of 
Native  North  American  tribes,  organizations,  associations,  groups,  Indian 
centers,  schools,  colleges  with  Native  American  studies  depts.,  government 
agencies,  museums,  health  centers,  Indian  arts  & crafts  shops,  powwows,  etc. 
Also,  a bibliography  of  over  4,000  in-print  books,  and  over  2,000 
biographies  of  Indians  and  non-Indians  active  in  Indian  affairs. 

There  is  an  article  on  the  Internet  about  our  1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY 
ADDRESS  BOOK.  The  address  is:  http://www.dickshovel.com/ab2.html 

For  more  information  on  1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK,  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  INTERNET  GUIDE,  REFERENCE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  or 
any  other  Native  book  from  Todd  Publications, 
please  see  www.toddpublications.com 

To  Order  with  a credit  card,  call  800-747-1056  or  Fax  914-358-1059.  An 
order  form  can  be  obtained  from  our  web  site  www.toddpublications.com 


To  Order  by  mail,  send  your  check  or  money  order  to: 


Todd  Publications,  P.0.  Box  635,  Nyack,  NY  10960 


For  a Catalog,  e-mail  at  Toddpub@aol.com 

May  God  Bless  You  During  this  Holiday  Season  and  May  You  Have  a Prospersous 
New  Year, 

Sincerely, 

John  & Martha  Crow 
johncrow@hotmail . com 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  28  December  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tuesday,  December  22,  1998  10:21  AM 
From:  Bradley  Angel  <bradley@greenaction . org> 

Sub j : Web  site  and  Action  updates 

Dear  friends. 

As  1998  ends  there  are  many  victories  for  health  and  environmental  justice 
to  be  celebrated,  and  much  work  to  be  done  in  1999. 

Please  check  out  the  new  updates  on  Greenaction  campaigns  and  grassroots 
struggles  on  our  website  at  www.greenaction.org 

Visit  our  website  for  news  and  photos  from  Ward  Valley,  Oakland,  Daly  City, 
Cancer  Industry  Tour,  zero  dioxin  and  more. 

ACTION  ALERTS! 

* The  fight  to  Save  Ward  Valley  from  a nuclear  waste  dump  is  at  a 
critical  point.  Please  call,  write,  fax,  email  Governor  Gray  Davis  and 
urge  him  to  stop  the  dump  now  and  save  sacred  Indian  land,  the  desert 
tortoise  and  the  Colorado  River  from  nuclear  contamination.  See  our 
website  for  details! 

* The  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  of  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi, 

Quechan,  Cocopah  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  invites  all  supporters  to 
come  to  Ward  Valley  February  12-15,  1999  for  a celebration  and 
commemoration  of  the  one  year  anniversary  of  the  victorious  113  day 
occupation  by  the  Tribes  and  environmental  justice  activists  which  stopped 
government  desecration  of  the  land.  The  gathering  will  have  two  days  of 
traditional  ceremonies  and  a strategy  meeting  to  stop  the  dump. 

* California  Communities  Against  Toxics  (CCAT)  will  have  its  annual 
statewide  grassroots  environmental  justice  conference  in  Oakland,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  January  30-31,  1999.  Workshops,  strategy  sessions  and  plenary 
during  the  day,  and  a celebration  of  CCAT,  Greenaction  and  Ward  Valley  on 
Saturday  night! 

The  conference  will  be  at  the  Women's  Economic  Agenda  Project  449  Fifteenth 
Street  at  Broadway,  Oakland  (near  12th  Street  BART). 

For  more  information  on  the  CCAT  conference:  (805)  256-0968  or  (415) 
566-3475. 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  FROM  GREENACTION  FOR  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE 
www . greenaction . org 


Greenaction  for  Health  and  Environmental  Justice 
www . greenaction . org 
phone  415.566.3475 
fax  415.566.5079 


Jan  1-3 

Jan  2 
Jan  9-10 
Jan  16 
Jan  17 


Indian  America  New  Year,  Tucson  AZ 
520-622-4900 

13th  Lakota,  Elgin,  IL  847-882-1644 
Lehi  River  Peoples,  Mesa,  AZ  602-844-2681 
Pav  Powwow,  Takoma,  WA  253-445-5004 
Mid-winter  Pow-wow,  Braintree,  MA 
617-884-4227 


Han  23  9th  United  American  Indian  Center 
Green  Bay,  WI  920-436-6630 
3an  29-31  7th  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival 
New  Smyrna,  FL  904-424-0860 

"RE : Ring  in  the  New  Year  with  AIROS"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Dec  1998  08:59:33  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Ring  in  the  New  Year  with  AIROS 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

All  times  ET 

RING  IN  THE  NEW  YEAR  WITH  AIROS 
Winter  Stories: 

A collection  of  stories  from  across  Indian  Country. 

Feed  Time:  12/31/98  2200-2259 
Repeat  Feed:  01/01/99  0300-0359 
Highlights  from  the  Gathering  of  Nations: 

Feed  Time:  12/31/98  2300-0058 

Various  hosts  from  KUNM's  Singing  Wire  guide  listeners  through  the  largest 
Powwow  in  the  US  - The  Gathering  of  Nations.  The  program  not  only  features 
music  from  the  Powwow,  but  also  explains  the  cultural  relevance  of  the 
different  dances  as  well  as  their  origins.  The  explanations  are  clear  and 
in-depth  and  can  be  enjoyed  and  understood  by  all  from  Natives  on  the  Powwow 
Trail  to  people  who  have  never  heard  powwow  music  before.  Besides  the  dances 
there  are  interviews  with  drummers,  dancers,  and  spectators  on  what  the 
Gathering  of  Nations  means  to  them. 

Indigenous:  Live  at  Pachyderm  Studios: 

Great  Texas  style  blues  from  Indigenous! 

Feed  Time:  01/01/99  0100-0259 

For  more  information  contact  AIROS  by  e-mail  at  airos@unlinf.unl.edu  or  call 
us  at  1-800-571-6885. 

Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  far  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 

the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 

3ohn  Trudell,  1998 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Tatanka  Chante,  Trader  Mike,  Donii  Shard,  Fred  Erd,  Robert  Cherwin,, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  via  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Janet  Smith, 
Norman  Bevis  Manyfingers,  Diane  Kerr  for  3im  Anderson,  Debra  Sanders, 
Nebraskans  Against  the  Death  Penalty  via  Celine  Vaquer,  Barbara  Landis, 
3ohn  Berry,  Glen  Johnson,  Ron  & Eileen  Stanford,  John  Wm  Sloniker, 

John  and  Martha  Crow,  Wolfsong,  Justanoldman,  Christine  A.  Penney, 
National  Center  for  Democracy/Mexico(Moonlight) 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:27:08  1999 
Date:  Tue,  5 Han  1999  19:05:39  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.002 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L,  Triballaw,  EIRP, 
Minnlnd  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Aim  at  the  heavens ...  set  yourself  goals  and  standards  that  in  the 
beginning  seem  beyond  reach.  Enjoy  the  challenges  this  brings.  Do  not 
look  for  perfection ....  but  one  day  you  might  get  close  to  it.  If  you 
aim  low,  that  is  where  you  will  always  be." 

"Even  failures  make  a positive  contribution.  They  keep  us  humble. . .they 
help  us  find  and  fix  our  mistakes.  Failures  also  tell  us  to  practice 
more  until  we  are  better.  Things  are  never  automatic." 

Frank  Fools  Crow,  Ceremonial  Chief  of  the  Teton  Sioux 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Dourney  [ 

| The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  past  week  a message  appeared  on  the  newsgroup  alt. native  stating 
the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  had  been  transferred  from  Arvol  Looking  Florse 
to  the  Elk  Flead  family.  The  individual  who  posted  this  has  since  declined 
to  provide  the  name  of  the  person  who  passed  him  this  message,  only  that 
it  came  from  a nephew  of  Arvol  Looking  Florse.  The  message  further  stated 
Arvol  Looking  Florse  was  in  "exile"  in  Canada.  The  alleged  source  of  this, 
again,  was  Arvol ' s nephew  reporting  from  a council  of  elders. 

None  of  the  above  is  true.  I have  been  asked  to  distribute  the 
following  disclaimer: 


This  is  to  be  released  to  all  forums  on  internet.  It  is  from  Tatanka 
Cante  from  Green  Grass. 

There  is  absolutely  no  truth  to  the  rumors  being  spread  that  Arvol 
Looking  Florse  has  gone  into  exile  in  Canada  NOR  that  he  has  passed  the 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  to  the  Elk  Flead  Family. 

The  bundle  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  still  in  Green  Grass  and  under 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


the  care  of  Arvol  and  the  Looking  Horse  Family. 

There  has  been  no  family  nephew  release  of  previous  information  as  has 
been  been  previously  claimed  by  others  about  this  issue. 

Please  know  that  spreading  false  rumors  and  words  concerning  the 
character  of  those  who  care  for  the  pipe  is  hurtful  to  the  family  and 
destroys  the  foundation  of  our  Spirituality. 


After  I posted  the  above  I was  asked  if  I was  Sioux;  and  if  not  what 
business  I had  posting  the  above,  and  what  credence  should  anyone  give 
the  authority  of  my  post  over  the  original. 

I am  not  Sioux.  As  I have  said  many  times,  I am  a mixed-blood  Cherokee- 
Blackfoot-Euro . My  source  is  Arvol  Looking  Horse's  brother-in-law,  married 
to  Arvol ' s sister  Beatrice.  A Lakota,  a traditional  who  lead  the  Unity 
Ride,  asked  me  to  answer  these  outrageous  rumors.  A Lakota  elder  asked  me 
to  make  the  truth  known.  That  is  what  makes  this  my  business.  Their  two 
sons,  ages  10  and  12,  are  Arvol' s blood  nephews,  who  I suspect  were  not  at 
an  elder's  council.  Even  if  they  were,  I doubt  any  would  speak  for  an 
elder's  council  by  second  sourcing  through  an  internet  newsgroup. 

Rather  than  being  in  Canada  in  "exile",  Arvol  has  been  in  Rapid  City 
speaking  on  KILI  radio,  attending  ceremonial  functions;  and  has  been  seen  by 
many.  The  bundle  is  still  in  Green  Grass  in  Arvol 's  keeping. 

It  is  also  worth  noting  that  the  original  post,  the  response  by  Tatanka 
Cante,  and  the  subsequent  known  responses  on  newsgroups  and  List  Forums 
are  all  being  hand  delivered  to  Arvol. 

As  I have  said  before,  beware  of  the  barking  dogs  on  the  internet.  Be 
very  careful  what  you  take  to  heart,  including  the  contents  of  this 
newsletter.  Take  the  time  to  discover  some  facts  and  truth  for  yourself. 

=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 


Date:  Tue,  5 Ian  1999  14:28:10  EST 
From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Today  is  a day  of  death,  I guess.  I just  found  out  that  my  Pueblo  teacher, 
Tionaye,  died  of  a massive  heart  attack  on  Dec.  22.  He  was  51. 


Date:  Tue,  5 Dan  1999  14:25:07  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 

Sammy  Loud  Hawk,  who  was  a main  force  and  helped  put  the  law  together  at 
Pine  Ridge  this  summer  about  restrictions  at  Sun  Dance  was  just  shot  to 
death  today,  as  was  his  wife,  allegedly  by  their  son. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Iron  Eyes  Cody  Dies 

- Cherokee  Nation  VOTE 

- Head  Start  On-Reserve  Initiative 

- Yup'ik  Official  Language 
in  Tuntutuliak 

- Kangisualuj juaq  News 

- Rally  for  Leonard 

- Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes 

- Dineh  Benefit  Concert 

- The  Destroyed  Taniperla  Mural 

- County  wants  Chumash  Involved 

- Ruling  Gives  Metis 


- Build  Trust  with  Tulalips 

- USDA  Program  for  Tribes 

- Environmental  Abuse 
at  Grassy  Narrows 

- Suicide/Lookin'  Everywhere 
but  at  Ourselves 

- Legend:  Coyote's  Salmon 

- Ramsey  Muniz  Still 

in  Solitary  Confinement 

- Arbitrary  Detention  Mixteco 

- Randy  Reeves 

- Native  Prisoner 


Aboriginal  Rights 

- Not  too  Late  to  Revise 
Plans  for  Hwy.  55 

- Mendota  Sacred  Sites 

- Nisga'a  Celebration  $7  Million 

"RE : iron  Eyes  Cody  Dies 

Date:  Mon,  4 Dan  1999  20:25:38  EST 
From:  Gary  Rhine  <Kifarul@AOL.COM> 

Sub j : Actor  Iron  Eyes  Cody  Dies 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

Actor  Iron  Eyes  Cody  Dies 
.c  The  Associated  Press 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  --  Iron  Eyes  Cody,  the  "Crying  Indian"  whose  tearful 
face  in  1970s  television  commercials  became  a powerful  symbol  of  the  anti 
littering  campaign,  died  Monday.  Fie  was  in  his  80s  or  early  90s. 

Cody  died  of  natural  causes  at  1:30  p.m.  in  his  home  in  the  Los  Feliz 
section  of  Los  Angeles,  police  spokesman  Ed  Funes  said. 

Cody,  whose  acting  credits  date  back  to  silent  movies  and  include  dozen 
of  films  and  television  shows,  was  best  known  for  the  ads  from  the  group 
Keep  America  Beautiful  that  showed  him  shedding  a single  tear  as  he 
watched  people  litter. 

He  was  born  in  Oklahoma,  but  the  exact  date  of  birth  wasn't  known. 
Reference  books  give  various  dates,  from  1904  to  1915.  Based  on  his 
credits,  his  most  likely  date  of  birth  was  1907. 

Cody  followed  his  Cherokee  Indian  father,  Thomas  Long  Plume,  as  a 
performer  in  circuses  and  Wild  West  shows  and  made  his  first  film 
appearance  as  an  extra  in  the  1919  silent  "Back  to  God's  Country." 

Cody  went  on  to  appear  in  more  than  80  films  in  Indian  roles;  often  his 
character  was  listed  as  simply  "Indian,"  "Indian  Chief"  or  "Indian  Doe." 
In  one  film,  "Perils  of  Nyoka"  in  1942,  he  had  an  uncredited  role  as 
"Arab . " 

His  other  credits  included  "Sitting  Bull"  in  1954,  "The  Great  Sioux 
Massacre"  in  1965,  "Nevada  Smith"  in  1966,  "A  Man  Called  Horse"  in  1970 
and  "Ernest  Goes  to  Camp"  in  1987. 

Cody  also  served  as  a technical  adviser  on  Native  American  matters  in 
films . 

In  television,  he  had  guest  appearances  on  "Bonanza,"  "Gunsmoke"  and 
"Rawhide . " 

AP- NY- 01 -04 -99  1906EST 


- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Steel  Eyes 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 


Date:  Mon,  04  Danuary  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

BLACK  HILLS  CONFERENCE,  DUNE  21,  1999 

On  Dune  21,  1999,  as  we  make  preparations  to  enter  into  the  next 
millenium  we  believe  that  all  man  and  womankind  should  do  so  in 
respect  to  the  Creation,  which  is  the  stars  and  the  world. 

In  the  sharing  of  knowledge  for  the  children  of  the  future  who 
will  also  share  in  this  respect  for  the  universe,  I invite  all  who 
wish  to  share  this  knoweldge  to  build  a better  world,  not  only  for 
the  two  legged  but  for  all  Creation. 

Here  in  the  center  of  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  which  is  the  heart  of 
our  mother  the  earth,  which  is  the  heart  of  the  universe,  elders  and 
traditional  leaders  will  be  sharing  their  star  stories  and  their 
relationship  with  the  earth  and  to  the  universe. 

On  Dune  21  through  the  25,  1999  the  workshops  and  instructional 


teachings  will  be  given  by  myself.  Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  and 
the  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  Chief  Arvol  Looking 
Horse.  Also  many  distinguished  individuals,  educators  and  teachers, 
astronomers,  earth  scientists  (NASA),  elders  and  common  people  will 
be  attending  this  great  and  historic  event. 

Those  who  wish  to  attend  we  only  wish  to  remind  that  you  will  be 
on  Sacred  ground  and  in  a Sacred  time. 

Please  contact  Steve  and  Brooke  Schiavi  for  futher  information  at 
PO  Box  8392  Rapid  City,  SD.  57709  or  wolfsong@hills.net 

(s)  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

(s)  Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Cherokee  Nation  VOTE"  

Date:  1 Jan  1999  21:42:42  GMT 

From:  "Glenn  Gehring"  <gehring@seanet . com> 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  VOTE! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
ATTENTION: 

If  you  are  a Tribal  member  of  Cherokee  Nation  then  you  need  to  register  to 
vote  in  this  years  election.  Absentee  ballots  must  be  requested  within  a 
few  months.  Included  on  the  general  election  ballots  are  proposed  CHANGES 
TO  THE  CHEROKEE  CONSTITUTION.  Also,  learn  about  the  Constitutional  Crisis 
that  has  plagued  CNO  over  the  last  two  years.  If  you  are  not  aware  of  the 
situation,  you  will  be  amazed  at  how  far  our  present  Principal  Chief  has 
gone  to  avoid  his  day  in  Tribal  Court. 

For  more  information  see  the  following  web  pages  and  follow  several  links 
to  other  pages.  View  the  Cherokee  Elder's  page.  Search  the  Tulsa 
newspaper  to  read  dozens  of  articles  on  the  Cherokee  crisis.  Read  what 
Cherokee  citizens  say  on  discussion  groups.  Learn  the  issues  and 
candidates.  Then,  VOTE  YOUR  CONSCIENCE!!! 
http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 
http : //www. chad smith . com 
Regards, 

Glenn 


"RE;  Head  Start  On-Reserve  Initiative"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dec  1998  22:49:29  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : On-rez  Headstart  begins  - Proposals.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I like  this  "Headstart"  idea.,  more  than  pre-school,  w/  language  & culture 
& family  support  & nutrition,  etc  all  mixed  in.. 


Health  Canada 

Aboriginal  Head  Start  On-Reserve  Initiative 
Call  for  Proposals 

Health  Canada  is  making  a call  for  Aboriginal  Head  Start-On-Reserve 
Initiative  proposals  to  First  Nations  communities  and  organizations. 

Background 

On  October  19,  1998,  the  Minister  of  Health,  Allan  Rock,  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs  Jane  Stewart,  and  Secretary  of  State  responsible  for 
Children  and  Youth  jointly  announced  $100  million  for  the  extension  of 
the  Aboriginal  Head  Start  program  to  on-reserve.  The  funding  will  be 
distributed  amongst  the  regions  as  follows:  $15  million  for  1998/99,  $33 
million  in  1999/2000,  $27  million  for  2000/2001,  and  then  $25  million 
on-going.  Each  region  will  to  have  formed  their  Regional  Advisory 


Committees  by  the  end  of  November,  1998.  It  is  this  committee  who  will 
then  decide  which  proposals  are  funded.  It  is  estimated  that 
approximately  120  projects  will  be  funded  when  the  program  is  fully 
operational . 

During  distribution  of  funds,  how  is  equity  being  ensured  across  the 
country? 

A two  step  process  will  be  put  in  place.  First,  funds  will  be 
distributed  regionally  using  an  existing  population-based  formula;  and 
second,  distribution  to  individual  projects  will  occur  via  a proposal 
process.  Projects  will  be  assessed  against  national  criteria,  while 
considering  the  regional  environment,  including  existing  investments  for 
children's  programming. 

Who  is  Eligible  for  this  program? 

First  Nation  communities  and  local  First  Nation  organizations,  geared 
for  children's  programming  and  who  have  the  mandate  to  operate  on  behalf 
of  First  Nations.  Projects  will  be  required  to  be  located  on  reserve. 
Examples  of  organizations  eligible  to  apply  might  include: 

-First  Nation  Child  Care  Centres 
-First  Nations  women's  organizations 
-First  Nations  volunteer  organizations 

-First  Nations  academic  institutions  or  partnerships  of  the  above 
Aboriginal  organizations 

How  do  people  apply  for  project  dollars? 

An  Aboriginal  Head  Start  on-Reserve  package  is  being  sent  to  all  First 
Nation  communities  and  applicable  organizations  that  outlines  the 
proposal  criteria.  Communities  who  are  eligible  can  submit  a proposal 
that  describes  a community  plan  and  demonstrates  how  existing  services, 
where  they  exist,  will  be  enhanced  by  an  AHS  on-reserve  program.  The 
proposals  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Services  Branch  office  in  the 
region  where  the  First  Nation  community  is  located. 

How  will  the  needs  of  smaller  communities  be  addressed  in  the  proposal 
process? 

Resources  will  be  earmarked  during  the  first  two  years  to  support 
capacity  building,  program  awareness,  and  proposal  development, 
including  needs  assessment,  for  those  communities  who  do  not  normally 
have  access  to  such  resources. 

Will  the  funding  be  enough  to  support  an  Aboriginal  Head  Start 
on-reserve  program  for  all  communities? 

This  is  an  expansion  of  the  AHS  off-reserve  program  which  already 
proceeds  $22.5  million  on-going  for  Aboriginal  children's  programming 
off-reserve.  This  expansion  is  intended  to  fill  gaps  in  First  Nations 
Children's  programming  and  complement  existing  programs  already  in  place 
in  First  Nations  communities  such  as  DIAND's  K4  and  K5  Program,  HRDC's 
Child  Care  Initiative  and  Health  Canada's  Brighter  Futures  Initiative. 

What  role  will  First  Nations  play  in  the  decision  about  who  gets  money 
under  this  program? 

It  is  anticipated  First  Nation  expertise  and  knowledge  of  child 
development  will  form  an  integral  part  of  Regional  Committees.  Regional 
committees  will  be  responsible  for  the  receiving  and  approving  the  AHS 
in  their  respective  regions.  During  the  development  of  Regional 
Committees,  MSB  regions  will  be  examining  existing  children's  committees 
and  solicit  other  input  from  First  Nations  on  the  composition  of 
committees.  Certainly,  a blended  knowledge  base  is  required  for  informed 
decision-making.  Regions  are  in  the  best  position  to  determine  this  in 
conjunction  with  First  Nations. 

Does  the  funding  include  capital  expenses? 

Capital  expenses  are  eligible  expenses  under  the  national  criteria  of 
the  AHS  program.  Each  regional  committee  will,  however,  need  to  consider 
the  needs  and  availability  of  inf rastructure  within  each  region.  An 


example  of  a capital  expense  may  be:  renovations  to  existing  building  to 
meet  health  and  safety  standards.  In  order  to  allow  more  First  Nations 
access  to  funding,  it  is  strongly  encouraged  that  existing  buildings  be 
utilized  or  facilities  be  rented. 

Why  is  this  expansion  a proposal  driven  process  and  not  on  a per  capita 
basis? 

A proposal  driven  process  will  provide  adequate  resources  to  deliver  all 
six  component  s of  AHS,  which  are  integral  to  the  concept.  If  dollars 
were  to  be  distributed  on  a per  capita  basis.  First  Nation  communities 
would  each  receive  a very  small  amount  of  funding.  A significant  amount 
of  dollars  are  required  to  successfully  deliver  the  program  in  a 
holistic  manner  that  will  benefit  children,  and  ensure  there  are 
adequate  support  and  resources  for  program  participants. 

A proposal  driven  process  also  ensures  the  identification  of  all  planned 
activities,  a budget  that  meets  the  needs  of  the  project,  a description 
of  existing  services  and  an  evaluation  plan. 

How  will  you  ensure  that  AHS  is  complimented  with  HRDC's  Child  Care 
Initiative,  DIAND's  Kindergarten  program,  and  Brighter  Futures? 

AHS  will  serve  to  fill  gaps  and  ensure  integration  among  existing 
programs.  AHS  will  complement  and  support  existing  initiatives  and  the 
involvement  of  already  existing  First  Nations  committee  structures 
associated  with  the  various  programs  will  ensure  a streamlined  process. 
Communities  with  child  care  programs  might  want  to  integrate  an  AHS 
program  to  enhance  school  readiness  activities.  Current  programs  could 
also  share  resources  with  AHS.  For  example,  psychologists  who  work  with 
the  teachers  during  visits  to  the  schools,  could  also  work  with  AHS 
workers  to  identify  and  support  children  with  special  needs. 

Questions  reprinted  with  permission  of  Keith  Conn,  Health  Programs 
Support  Division,  MSB 

For  more  information,  please  contact  your  regional  Head  Start  On-Reserve 
representative  or  Melanie  Morningstar  at  the  AFN  (613)  241-6789  Ext  261 
or  mmorningstar@afn . ca . 

Copyright  c.  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
National  Indian  Brotherhood  1998 

"RE : Yup'ik  Official  Language  in  Tuntutuliak"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Han  1999  09:30:18  -0800 

From:  MICHELE  WRIGHT  <WRIGHT .MICHELE@EPAMAIL . EPA. GOV> 

Sub j : Yup'ik  Official  Language  in  Tuntutuliak 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

OFFICIAL  ENGLISH?  NOT  IN  TUNTUTULIAK 
By  TOM  KIZZIA 
Daily  News  reporter 

English  may  be  the  official  language  of  the  state  of  Alaska  after  last 
month's  election.  But  from  now  on,  the  official  language  in  the  Eskimo 
village  of  Tuntutuliak  is  going  to  be  Yup'ik. 

The  Tuntutuliak  Traditional  Council  passed  a Yup'ik-only  resolution 
this  month.  The  measure,  governing  all  business  at  the  tribal  office,  was 
adopted  as  retaliation  against  the  statewide  vote  making  English  Alaska's 
official  language,  tribal  administrator  Patrick  Pavila  said. 

"If  we  go  out  of  this  town,  we  have  to  speak  English,  but  nobody  can 
stop  us  from  speaking  our  language  in  our  village,"  Pavila  said.  "I  hope  a 
lot  of  villages  follow  this." 

Advocates  on  both  sides  of  the  English-language  initiative  say 
Tuntutuliak  has  posed  an  intriguing  legal  challenge  to  the  new  state  law, 
which  takes  effect  March  4. 

The  new  tribal  law  requires  that  all  internal  village  business  take 
place  in  Yup'ik,  which  is  commonly  spoken  in  Tuntutuliak,  a midsized 
village  southwest  of  Bethel.  Supporters  of  the  official-English  law  say 


that  is  fine  with  them. 

But  the  village  resolution  goes  further,  requiring  state  officials  who 
visit  Tuntutuliak  to  conduct  their  business  in  Yup'ik  when  they  enter  the 
tribal  office.  State  officials  who  don't  speak  Yup'ik  would  have  to  bring 
a translator  or  pay  for  a village  interpreter. 

Forcing  state  officials  to  work  in  another  language  would  be  directly 
against  the  spirit  of  the  state  law,  said  Ken  Dacobus,  an  Anchorage  lawyer 
with  Alaskans  for  a Common  Language,  the  group  that  put  the  initiative  on 
the  ballot. 

"If  the  village  gets  benefits  from  the  state,  it  should  deal  with  the 
state  in  English  with  respect  to  those  benefits,"  lacobus  said.  "I  don't 
think  the  state  should  be  in  the  position  of  having  to  bring  a translator 
there . " 

Heather  Kendall-Miller,  a Native  American  Rights  Fund  lawyer  who  said 
she  is  weighing  a challenge  of  the  state  law,  said  other  villages  share 
Tuntutuliak ' s defiant  attitude.  She  said  the  clash  between  state  and 
tribal  laws  might  have  to  be  resolved  in  federal  court. 

State  employees  could  not  speak  Yup'ik  without  breaking  state  law,  she 
said.  "If  a teacher  speaks  to  a council  meeting  and  abides  by  tribal  law, 
he  could  be  a target  for  somebody  to  sue  him." 

The  English-language  measure,  which  requires  use  of  English  by  all 
state  and  local  agencies,  passed  in  November  with  nearly  69  percent  of  the 
statewide  vote.  The  campaign,  backed  financially  by  a national  group 
pushing  similar  measures  in  other  states,  described  English  as  the  glue 
binding  together  a nation  of  immigrants. 

The  initiative's  effect  on  indigenous  Alaska  Native  languages  was  a key 
point  of  dispute  during  the  campaign. 

Backers  of  the  measure  said  Native  languages  were  protected  under  a 
separate  federal  law,  but  opponents  said  that  law  was  too  vague  to  offer 
genuine  protection.  Lt.  Gov.  Fran  Ulmer  refused  to  say  in  the  ballot 
language  that  Native  languages  were  protected,  and  backers  were  unable  to 
overturn  her  decision  in  court. 

Tuntutuliak  is  a tundra  village  of  about  380  residents  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Kuskokwim  River.  Yup'ik  is  the  language  of  everyday  life  there, 
unlike  in  many  Alaska  villages,  where  Native  languages  are  spoken  only  by 
the  elderly. 

Yup'ik  is  regularly  used  not  only  at  meetings  of  the  traditional 
council  - the  village's  only  government  - but  also  between  tribal 
officials,  the  local  utility  and  the  village  Native  corporation,  Pavila 
said.  Memos  between  those  groups  are  often  in  Yup'ik  as  well,  he  said. 

The  council  held  a public  meeting  to  discuss  the  resolution  before 
acting,  Pavila  said.  Not  everyone  agreed,  he  said,  but  the  seven-member 
council  felt  strongly  about  taking  a stand. 

"If  children  are  young  and  go  to  English-only  meetings,  they  will  begin 
to  think  that  English  is  their  official  language,"  Pavila  said.  "In  other 
villages,  I've  seen  kids  all  speaking  English.  Those  dark-skinned  little 
children  can't  even  speak  Yup'ik.  It's  really  sad." 

The  village's  resolution,  passed  Dec.  8,  calls  English  a foreign 
language  introduced  by  non-Natives.  The  council  said  young  and  elderly 
villagers  are  being  "culturally  and  racially  assaulted"  by  the  "English- 
only  initiative. " 

The  resolution  was  forwarded  to  Gov.  Tony  Knowles  with  a cover  letter 
saying  Yup'ik  translators  will  be  necessary  during  official  state  visits, 
"as  our  council  office  building  has  become  a 'Yup'ik  speaking  only' 
building  for  purposes  of  private  and  public  meetings." 

Pavila  said  the  Yup'ik  requirement  would  not  apply  to  the  village 
school,  which  is  built  and  operated  with  state  funds.  He  also  said  tribal 
officials  would  continue  to  work  on  the  phone  in  English  with  the  school 
district  and  state  agencies. 

Other  villages  may  adopt  similar  laws,  said  Myron  Naneng,  president  of 
the  Bethel-based  Association  of  Village  Council  Presidents. 

"You  can  expect  more,  and  we'll  encourage  more,"  he  said. 

Knowles  spokesman  Bob  King  called  the  Tuntutuliak  resolution 
unfortunate  but  predictable.  Knowles  had  opposed  the  official-English 
measure,  calling  in  unnecessary  and  divisive. 


"Its  sponsors  repeatedly  said  this  would  have  no  impact  on  use  of 
Native  languages.  I would  challenge  them  to  go  out  to  Tuntutuliak  and  fix 
this/'  King  said.  He  suggested  they  hire  an  interpreter. 

The  state  Department  of  Law  is  just  starting  to  analyze  the  potential 
conflicts  raised  by  the  new  law,  said  assistant  attorney  general  Ian 
DeYoung.  While  half  the  states  have  adopted  similar  laws,  Alaska's  is  more 
specific  and  detailed  than  most,  she  said. 

"A  lot  of  the  other  states  have  just  one  line,  like  they're  choosing  a 
state  flower,"  DeYoung  said. 

Susan  Fischetti,  state  coordinator  of  Alaskans  for  a Common  Language, 
called  Tuntutuliak' s reaction  "a  little  bit  crazy."  She  said  she  wouldn't 
mind  if  a bilingual  state  employee  spoke  Yup'ik  when  visiting  the  tribal 
office  but  would  object  to  the  state's  having  to  pay  for  a translator. 

"I've  met  people  from  Tuntutuliak.  They  had  no  problem  speaking  English, 
" she  said.  "I  don't  know  why  they  would  have  to  do  everything  in  Yup'ik 
if  they  know  how  to  speak  English." 

* Reporter  Tom  Kizzia  can  be  reached  at  tkizzia@adn.com 
<mailto:tkizzia@adn.com> 
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Sub j : Kangisualuj juaq  news 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan 'te. . 

For  the  many  who  have  asked,  here  is  an  update  from  Kangisualuj juaq .. . 

The  funerals  for  the  9 dead  were  supposed  to  be  yesterday,  but  a whiteout 
prevented  so  many  family  coming  in  to  the  community  that  it  was  postponed 
to  this  morning. . 

All  of  the  injured  are  told  they  will  recover  100%  except  for  2..,  a man 
with  possible  life-long  back  injuries  & a woman  with  a crushed  chest  & 
punctured  lung. 

The  community  wishes  to  thank  all  the  world,  especially  the  many  of  the 
true-Nations  of  this  land  for  the  prayers  & massages  of  comfort  sent  their 
way.  'Nakumik'  to  all.  If  you  have  anything  you  wish  to  send  up  there,  a 
message  or  anything  else,  the  address  is: 

The  Nunavimiut  of  Kangisualuj juaq 

c/o  Maggie  Emudluk,  Mayor 

Kangisualuj juaq 

Nunavik 

Canada 

30M  1N0 

So  what  has  been  happening  up  there  since  the  avalanche..?  Well,  every 
politician  in  the  country  is  travelling  up  there  for  a photo-op..,  all  the 
southern  media  is  up  there  with  their  ignorant  & absurd  southern  attitudes 
of  trying  to  find  "blame"  & "reasons"  for  the  accident...  (&  what  does 
such  stupidity  do  besides  make  these  fools  think  they  deserve  a 
paycheque?)..  & the  crowning  touch  of  southern  stupidity  & ignorance.., 
the  "authorities"  sent  in  2 psychologists  & a psychiatrist  to  the 
community,  "..  to  teach  these  grieving  families  how  to  deal  with  sudden 
loss  by  violent  catasprophe  of  nature.." 

Can  you  believe  it,  folks?!  The  arrogance  & naivite  of  these  idiots  is 
astounding!  There  isn't  a single  winter  that  6-12  of  the  Nunavimiut  don't 
suffer  a "..  sudden  loss  by  violent  catasprophe  of  nature.."  Yes  Virginia, 
the  southerners  ARE  that  arrogant  & stupid.. 

8 people  in  10  in  Nunavik  speak  only  Innutittut,  with  the  remainder  also 
speaking  English..  The  "professional  healers"  the  ignorant  Quebec  govt  is 
sending  there  speak  only  French,  so  at  least  they  won't  be  damaging 
anybody  with  their  idiocy.  People  give  them  the  normal  Inuit  greeting  of  a 
smile  & a handshake  but  no  further  communication  is  possible.  Maybe  the 


clowns  can  treat  each  other  for  the  "rejection"  of  their  services  by  the 
Inuit . . 

Thankfully,  many  Inuit  elders  & those  with  the  'healing  touch'  are  already 
there  from  right  across  the  Arctic.  Food  (caribou,  fish,  since  few  Inuit 
eat  any  vegetable  matter  at  all)  clothing  is  landing  by  the  planeload.., 
even  a few  skidoos  have  been  donated  by  other  Inuit  who  know  that  it  is 
needed  to  replace  those  skidoos  lost,  or  families  will  go  hungry  later. . 

The  Inuit  in  Nunavik,  like  Inuit  & other  Nations  of  the  northern  lands, 
are  used  to  "..  sudden  loss  by  violent  catasprophe  of  nature.."  Let  me 
tell  you  of  a few  examples  of  the  incredible  ability  of  northern  First 
Peoples  to  deal  with  grief  in  their  own  way..,  as  they've  done  for  a long, 
long  time,  while  the  euros  were  still  grunting  & picking  fleas  off  each 
other  in  their  euro-caves..  This  is  the  best  example  of  the  difference, 
the  incredible  caring  & sharing  of  EVERYTHING  that  is  so  foreign  to  the 
southern  people,  so  strong  among  the  First  Peoples  of  the  north.. 

In  Nunavik  alone  (Nunavik  being  Inuit  territory  in  Quebec  province  of 
Canada)  I personally  know  of  5 dead  by  drowning  in  one  incident  just  last 
summer,  3 in  a house  fire  last  spring,  & eight  (8)  dead  women  & children 
froze  to  death  in  one  incident  2-3  winters  ago..  I will  speak  more  of  this 
last  example,  to  show  how  strong  the  families  are.. 

At  the  Nunavimiut  community  of  Aupaluk,  where  I had  a great  time  10-12  yrs 
ago  (population  then  of  112,  of  which  75  were  in  the  school,  which  only 
went  as  far  as  6th  year  primary. . a village  of  children!!:)  Anyways,  an 
elder  I knew  who  I shall  just  call  Betsy,  who  I spent  much  time  with  & 
miss  a lot . . 

Betsy  & 4 other,  younger  women  & 3 children  froze  to  death  when  they  were 
caught  by  a viscious  storm  that  came  very  fast  while  they  were  out  fishing 
at  a lake  some  50  miles  from  the  village. . They  made  it  halfway  back.  The 
storm  lasted  3 solid  days..  When  they  found  them  the  next  day,  they  found 
that  the  5 women  had  drawn  their  4 skidoos  together  to  give  a bit  of 
shelter  from  the  gale-force  wind,  put  the  four  (4)  children  down  in  it, 
then  taken  off  their  own  parkas  & wrapped  up  the  kids,  knowing  that  a 
parka  was  only  prolonging  their  lives  but  little  while  the  children  would 
stand  a better  chance  of  surviving  with  more  warm  clothing,  & then  they 
laid  their  bodies  down  on  top  of  the  kids,  knowing  that  even  as  they  died 
their  diminishing  body  heat  would  help  the  kids..  Believe  it  or  not,  one 
child  was  still  alive  when  the  search  party  found  them  the  day  after  the 
storm  blew  over. . 

Can  you,  reader,  imagine  ANY  southern  woman  doing  as  much  for  their 
children?  I don't  mean  among  the  true-Nations,  but  among  the 
"oh-my-I-broke-a-fingernail ! ",  average  Ms.  Canada/USA  herd?  Can  you  sense 
the  strength  that  the  great  land  shares  with  the  people  in  this  short 
story . . ? 

Anyways,  my  point  is  that  these  people  have  developed  some  incredibly 
effective  mechanisms  for  dealing  with  such  loss,  since  it  is  NOT  a rare 
occurance  for  those  living  in  the  harshest  environment  on  the  planet.,  (a 
true  moonscape.,  the  Dene  call  Inuit  "the  people  of  the  edge  of  the 
world")  Yet  here  are  these  southern  idiots,  so  pretentious,  so  oblivious 
to  the  long  & rich  culture  of  the  Inuit  that  they  really  think  that  they 
are  "teaching"  them  something. . 

Land,  language,  family.  Nation...  The  Inuit  have  these  riches-beyond-price 
in  abundance..,  & they  will  come  through  this  tragedy  as  they  do  all  of 
the  many  tragedies  of  everyday...  Not  "because  of"  the  "expertise"  of  the 
dominant  society  but  IN  SPITE  of  it!! 

You  can  help  best  by  spreading  this  magnificent  spirit  of  love  & caring 
& sharing..,  of  FAMILY  among  those  closest  to  you,  your  family,  your 
Nation..  This  is  (imho)  the  greatest  tribute  you  can  pay  to  those  who  died 
at  Kangisualuj juaq,  & to  all  those  many  millions  of  the  First  Peoples,  the 
true-Nations  of  this  hemisphere  who  have  died  horrific  deaths..,  that 
their  people  may  live... 

for  all  our  relations..,  those  now,  those  gone-but-still-with-us,  & the 
many,  many  yet-unborn . . . 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/enethekwe 


- "RE:  Rally  for  Leonard"  — 

Date:  Sat,  2 Dan  1999  15:38:07  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 
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NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

P.O.  BOX  5464 

TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 

Email:  bayou@blarg.net 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER 

FEBRUARY  6,  1999 

MARCH  AND  RALLY,  TACOMA,  WASHINGTON  12:00  NOON 
MARCH  GATHERING  POINT 
PUYALLUP  NATION  TRIBAL  GROUNDS 

(off  1-5,  exit  135  north.  State  Route  164  in  Tacoma.  The  Tribal 
Grounds  are  about  a 1/4  mile  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road.) 

We  will  march  from  the  Puyallup  Nation  Tribal  Grounds  to  the  Federal 
Court  House  in  downtown  Tacoma  at  1717  Pacific,  where  the  rally  will 
take  place. 

SPEAKERS  SET  AT  THIS  POINT ; 

MATILADA,  YU'PIK  - YAKAMA,  NWLPSN  PRISONER  LIAISON 

DON  ALEXANDER,  CIVIL  RIGHTS  & LABOR  ELDER  ACTIVIST 

STEVE  HAPY,  DR,  NWLPSN  SPOKESPERSON 

HARRIET  WALDON,  MOTHERS  FOR  POLICE  ACCOUNTABILITY 

ARTHUR  D.  MILLER,  NWLPSN  COORDINATOR 

TYREE  SCOTT,  LONG  TIME  CIVIL  RIGHTS  & LABOR  ACTIVIST 

For  over  23  years  the  government  has  lied  about  the  guilt  of  Leonard 
Peltier.  The  politicians  have  lied.  The  prosecutors  have  lied.  The  judges 
have  lied.  The  FBI  has  lied. 

For  over  23  years,  we  who  support  Leonard  because  of  our  interest  in 
seeing  an  innocent  man  free  have  proven  that  the  evidence  on  which  he 
was  convicted  was  perjured  and  manufactured,  that  those  who  convicted 
him,  and  continue  to  imprison  him,  do  so  from  personal  and  political 
agendas,  and  that  when  they  were  forced  to  admit  that  he  was  NOT  guilty 
of  the  crime  for  which  he  was  tried  and  convicted,  simply  invented  new 
reasons  to  hold  him. 

Is  there  anyone  with  eyes,  ears,  and  a brain  in  this  country  today  who 
does  not  realize  that  our  government  is  full  of  people  who  have  lied  so 
long,  and  so  often,  that  they  cannot  recognize  the  simple  truth  when  it 
is  before  them?  People  whose  personal  and  political  agendas  cause  them 
to  sacrifice  all  decency,  integrity,  and  honor  to  their  venal  ends?  These 
are  the  people  who  have  said  for  over  23  years  that  Leonard  Peltier  is 
guilty. 

On  February  6,  people  throughout  the  world  will  be  demonstrating  in 
support  of  Leonard.  We  will  be  calling  on  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  to  allow 
the  urgently-needed  medical  treatment  that  they  have  denied  him  - 
treatment  that  they  have  promised  time  and  time  again  without  granting. 

We  will  be  calling  for  Congressional  hearings  into  the  events  surrounding 
his  conviction.  And  we  will  be  demanding  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier. 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW!  SUPPORT  TRIBAL 
SOVEREIGNTY!  FREE  WOLVERINE  NOW!  HONOR  MOTHER  EARTH, 

THE  PEOPLE  AND  THE  FUTURE  GENERATIONS! 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE 
NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER 
SUPPORT  NETWORK  (NWLPSN) 

" I stand  before  you  as  a proud  man;  I feel  no  guilt!  I have  done 
nothing  to  feel  guilty  about!  I have  no  regrets  of  being  a Native 


American  activist.  Thousands  of  people  in  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  around 
the  world  have  and  will  continue  to  support  me  to  expose  the  injustices 
that  have  occurred  in  this  courtroom.  I do  feel  pity  for  people  that 
they  must  live  under  such  an  ugly  system.  Under  your  system,  you  are 
taught  greed,  racism  and  corruption  - most  serious  of  all,  the  destruction 
of  Mother  Earth.  Under  the  Native  American  system,  we  are  taught  all 
people  are  Brothers  and  Sisters;  to  share  the  wealth  with  the  poor  and 
needy."  from  Leonard  Peltier's  courtroom  speech 

"February  6,  1997  marked  Leonard  Peltier's  21st  year  in  captivity. 

During  these  years,  the  keepers  of  the  Iron  Houses  of  Greed  have 
subjected  him  to  some  of  the  most  hideous  treatment  imaginable  in  an 
unsuccessful  effort  to  break  his  will  and  spirit,  yet  his  warrior  heart 
remains  strong  and  unyielding,  serving  as  an  inspiration  to  us  all. 

Peltier  is  an  innocent  man.  He  has  committed  no  crime.  He  is  the  victim 
of  a system  of  injustice  which  operates  outside  the  moral  boundaries 
that  just  people  claim  to  live  by. 

Leonard  is  a Prisoner  of  War  being  held  captive  in  his  own  land  by  the 
descendants  of  the  very  sea  pirates  who  murdered  his  great  grandmothers 
and  great  grandfathers,  decimated  his  People  and  stole  Mother  Earth  out 
>from  under  their  feet."  --Standing  Deer 

"RE : Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes"  

Date:  Fri,  01  Ian  1999  07:41:45  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : HELP  NEEDED  for  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  List, 

It  is  New  Years  eve  and  I just  finished  typing  a testimony  that  I would  like 
to  share  with  you.  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes  want  to  build  a ceremonial 
hogan  to  replace  the  one  that  was  destroyed  by  the  Hopi  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  Rangers  and  they  want  to  fix  their  home.  They  have  asked  for 
Internet  supporters  to  help  them  because  the  US  government,  Hopi  tribe  and 
Navajo  Nation  don't  care. 

If  you  can  make  a tax-deductible  contribution  towards  this  effort  please 
send  your  donation  to: 

Steve  Sugarman,  Executive  Director 

Social  and  Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE) 

20110  Rockport  Way,  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340 

phone:  (310)  456-3534,  Tax  ID  number  95-4116679 

Please  make  your  check  out  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN) 

and  specify  that  your  donation  is  for  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes  or  send 

your  donation  directly  to  them. 

Thank  you  for  your  support.  Wishing  you  a joyous  and  blessed  New  Year. 
This  is  the  year  that  marks  the  turning  point  for  the  Dineh.  With  your 
help  we  will  succeed. 

Marsha 

Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes 

P.0.  Box  814 

Tuba  City,  AZ  86045 

To:  Ms.  Mary  Robinson,  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights 

Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance 
Mr.  Francis  Deng,  Special  Rapporteur  for  Internally  Displaced  Persons 
United  Nations  Commission  on  Human  Rights 

Re:  The  meaning  of  our  hogan  that  was  destroyed. 

Hogans  are  made  with  prayers.  They  are  set  up  that  way  in  the  creator's 
way  facing  to  the  east.  Our  hogan  meant  a lot.  A lot  of  ceremonies- 
always  there.  It  really  hurt  us  in  our  mind  and  heart  what  was  done  to  us. 


A hogan  is  educational  for  our  kids-to  know  and  realize  how  sacred  and 
what  a hogan  means  to  us  as  Dineh  people  so  our  children  can  learn  from 
this  in  documents.  The  hogan  has  songs  and  prayers  we  always  sing  in 
ceremony.  The  hogan  has  a song  of  itself.  Then  songs  are  sacred  and 
prayers  are  sacred.  You  can't  put  any  words  than  what  originated  from  the 
Holy  people. 

On  April  15  or  16,  1996  the  Hopi  tribe  illegally  tore  down  our 
ceremonial  hogan.  It  was  more  than  100  years  old.  That  morning  I saw  4 
trucks,  1 tractor  trailer  and  5 Hopi  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials 
around  our  hogan.  We  tried  to  tell  the  Ranger  that  the  hogan  belonged  to 
my  deceased  brother-in-law  who  died  four  months  before  and  it  was  given  to 
us  by  him  for  ceremonial  use  or  to  live  in.  We  tried  to  tell  the  Ranger 
that  it  was  for  medicine  man  and  I was  going  to  use  it  again  but  the  Hopi 
BIA  just  wanted  to  bury  it.  We  said  no.  We  said  this  you  can't  do  this. 
This  is  why  the  Holy  Ones  hold  back  the  rain.  Every  hogan  has  a name, 
prayers  and  a song.  You  cannot  bury  it.  This  hogan  is  our  church;  we 
can't  just  destroy  it.  We  sing  and  pray  in  it.  Genevieve  said,  I don't 
know  what  to  do.  I am  getting  old.  My  husband  is  74  years  old  and  he  is 
kind  of  sick.  We  were  going  to  have  a prayer  and  now  we  don't  have  a 
hogan.  I don't  know  what  to  do.  She  remembers  the  hogan  as  a child.  She 
guessed  that  the  hogan  was  more  than  100-years  old. 

When  the  hogan  was  first  built  it  was  blessed  with  corn  pollen.  After 
it  was  completed  we  built  a fire.  Genevieve's  father's  hogan,  it's  been 
built  over  100  years  ago.  There  were  a lot  of  ceremonies  there,  a lot  of 
different  kind  of  ceremonies-even  sacred  mount  bundle  was  done  and  re 
checked  there  and  a lot  of  births.  Genevieve  was  born  in  that  hogan. 

There  used  to  be  one  male  hogan-it  was  in  the  meadow  but  the  Hopi 
dismantled  it  and  took  all  the  posts  and  all  the  materials.  This  was  back 
in  1974  or  5.  They  didn't  even  notify  us  before  it  was  gone-even  the  posts 
are  gone  now.  There  used  to  be  a sweat  lodge-we  don't  know  what  they  did 
with  it-they  buried  the  posts  or  took  it. 

They  destroyed  at  least  10  hogans  in  the  area-they  buried  them.  They 
are  not  supposed  to  do  this.  This  is  how  they  violated  it. 

It's  really  hard  without  a hogan.  In  ceremony  its  always  in  a sacred 
manner-blessed  from  the  beginning  from  the  east,  south,  west,  north- 
whatever  happens  during  ceremony-corn  pollen  always  in  a clockwise  manner. 
There  has  to  be  a hogan.  this  was  our  original  hogan  they  destroyed. 
Medicine  men  have  to  say  prayers  in  a hogan,  they  cannot  do  a ceremony  in 
a stone  house.  So  the  hogan  itself  means  a lot  to  us  especially  with 
ceremonies.  We  saw  a lot  of  people  healed  there  from  a lot  of  kinds  of 
healing  at  this  hogan.  With  hogan  comes  its  own  life,  livelihood, 
livestock,  food,  corn  and  various  kinds  of  food  we  grow.  We  must  have  a 
hogan.  We  have  some  sacred  instruments  we  use  in  performing  ceremonies 
and  we  have  sacred  mountain  bundles.  It  is  a hardship  for  us  not  to  be 
able  to  do  ceremonies. 

We  are  hoping  we  can  make  another  hogan.  We  are  slowly  collecting  posts 
back  together.  All  the  parts  we  used  to  use  we  are  fobidden-Duniper  to 
build  a hogan.  We  have  to  go  far  away  to  get  the  wood.  Even  paying  $10. 
00  for  one  post  will  cost  us  $2,800.00  To  buy  the  posts  it  adds  up  to 
just  that  to  rebuild.  That's  not  labor  just  the  posts  alone.  I want  to 
rebuild  my  hogan  with  protection  so  it  will  never  be  desecrated  again. 

Our  house  is  falling  apart,  when  it  rains  it  rains  inside  and  our 
ceiling  is  falling  in.  It  is  cold  in  here  and  we  have  much  illness  from 
this.  In  1972  we  built  this  house  and  since  then  we  can  not  fix  it.  We 
want  to  fix  our  home.  We  cannot  even  gather  firewood  to  heat  our  home 
because  it  is  against  the  law  and  we  are  denied  a permit.  So  we  have  to 
buy  our  firewood. 

The  Hopi  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Rangers  put  fence  posts  in  our  land. 
When  they  put  them  in  they  never  did  a geological  clearance.  There  was  no 
survey  crew  to  mark  off  the  boundary,  there  was  just  a guy  making  a line. 
Their  bulldozers  caused  erosion.  They  don't  take  care  of  the  land.  This 
hurts  the  land  but  they  don't  care.  We  were  told  they  were  building  a 
fence  to  protect  their  cattle  from  running  off  to  the  highway.  They  cut 
off  the  windmill,  our  water  supply  for  our  livestock  when  they  put  in  this 
fence.  Now  we  have  to  haul  water  for  our  livestock  when  we  have  a well 


right  near  here.  They  also  put  in  a cattle  guard  so  we  have  no  way  to  get 
our  livestock  to  this  water.  We  were  told  if  we  do  anything  to  the  fence 
so  we  can  have  access  to  the  water  that  we  can  go  to  jail.  The  fencing  is 
hard . 

Before  the  fence  we  had  good  grazing  management.  We  moved  around  to 
different  areas  for  summer,  then  come  back  for  winter  and  let  the  land 
rest.  It  was  pretty  good.  We  used  to  go  to  water  but  with  the  fencing  we 
are  trapped  in-we  are  all  fenced  in. 

>From  our  doorway,  a rocky  ridge  can  be  seen.  It's  called  Rough  Rock 
Point  and  is  a traditional  Navajo  shrine  for  livestock.  We  are  called 
trespassers  but  the  Hopi  BIA  is  not  going  to  chase  us  out.  I volunteered 
for  the  Navajo  a long  time  ago  so  our  freedom  would  be  guaranteed.  We 
don't  want  to  lose  this  land  or  take  off  some  place.  Please  help  us  be 
able  to  build  a ceremonial  hogan  again  and  protect  it  so  that  it  will  not 
be  destroyed.  Please  help  us  have  access  to  water  for  our  livestock  and 
give  us  the  right  to  fix  our  home  so  we  can  feel  safe  again. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Huck  Greyeyes 
Genevieve  Greyeyes 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Dineh  Benefit  Concert"  

Date:  Tue,  05  lan  1999  12:25:26  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Dineh  Benefit  Concert 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  just  received  form  Mauro: 

A benefit  concert  for  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  is  taking  place  at  the 
Flouse  of  BLues  in  Los  Angeles  on  January  17th.  Doors  open  at  8pm,  music  at 
9.  Tickets  are  $25.  Big  names  on  the  bill  include  Indigenous  and  John 
Trudell.  Rumour  has  it  that  Stevie  Wonder  may  show  up.  The  event  is  part  of 
the  annual  Martin  Luther  King  / Flouse  of  Blues  Foundation  awards. 

Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  (BMIS)  will  be  bringing  a van,  rented  by  SOL 
Communications  and  6-8  Dineh  to  Los  Angeles  for  one  week.  During  that  week 
the  elders  will  be  participating  in  a press  conference,  radio  shows,  the 
concert  and  ceremony.  They  may  or  may  not  be  traveling  on  to  San  Francisco 
to  attend  the  Many  Beads  court.  As  you  know  the  Many  Beads  case  has  been 
going  on  for  years. 

Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  needs  gas  money  and  transportation  money  for 
the  trip  to  Los  Angeles  and  especially  a trip  to  San  Fran  from  LA.  Funding 
beyond  Los  Angeles  has  not  been  obtained.  BMIS  is  also  looking  for  a modem 
for  their  Mac  computer  that  they  just  recieved  in  order  to  be  able  to 
email  and  participate  in  the  Big  Mountain  list  as  we  all  do.  Updates  from 
them  would  be  extremely  beneficial  to  all  of  us. 

BMIS  is  the  front  line  support  group  when  all  else  fails  at  Big  Mountain. 
In  the  past  other  groups  such  as  SOL  have  had  to  call  Flagstaff  support  (of 
which  BMIS  is  now)  to  get  things  done  when  no  one  else  could.  They  have 
always  come  through  and  somehow  remain  out  of  the  politics.  I sincerely 
hope  that  BMIS  finds  the  tools  they  need  to  get  the  elders  through  the 
winter.  They  go  up  on  the  mountain  each  weekend,  cutting  wood,  herding 
sheep,  being  a tzxi  or  whatever  they  are  asked.  Please  support  this  group. 
Thier  number  is  520  773-8086.  Leave  a message  for  Dixie  or  Daniel.  TFley 


also  need  a four  wheel  drive  truck. 

-Mauro 

SOL  Communications 
1 888  41 PRAYER 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : The  Destroyed  Taniperla  Mural"  

Date:  11:29  AM  Dec  18,  1998 
From:  moonlight@igc.org 
Sub j : Chiapas  a must  read 

ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  BY  NUEVO  AMENECER  PRESS 
TRANSLATED  BY  LESLIE  ANN  LOPEZ  FOR  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 

Written  by  Rodrigo  Bengochea  Villegas 

Dear  friends,  the  following  is  my  transcription  of  the  text  which 
accompanies  the  destroyed  Taniperla  mural,  after  whose  destruction  several 
indigenous  people  from  Taniperla,  Professor  Sergio  Valdez  and  human  rights 
defender  Luis  Menendez  were  all  arrested  and  taken  to  the  Cerro  Hueco 
prison  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Chiapas.  The  transcription  will  be  sent  in 
four  parts:  Taniperla  Glen,  The  Mural,  Agreements  and  Painting 
of  the  Mural  and  Destruction.  In  four  installations. 

"The  mural  represents  peasant  harmony,  as  seen  from  the  war.  It  was 
painted  in  the  community  of  Taniperla,  Chiapas,  Mexico,  to  celebrate  the 
inauguration  of  the  autonomous  muncipality  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  April  10, 
1998.  The  people  called  it:  'Life  and  dreams  of  Perla  Glen.' 

Perla  Glen 

It  is  a slice  of  the  Lacandon  Dungle.  The  Perla  River  runs  through  it 

some  80  kilometers  from  northwest  to  southeast  and  joins  the  Datate  River, 

fed  by  many  springs  which  flow  out  of  the  valley's  two  mountain  ranges. 

An  annual  rainfall  of  3000  millimeters  falls  generously  over  this  humid, 
semitropical  territory.  In  it  live  jaguars,  boar,  deer,  pacas  and 
an  immense  fauna  and  flora.  It  is  one  of  the  world's  richest  zones  in 
biodiversity.  The  river  goes  from  being  a stream  to  being  a magnificent 
flow  of  40  or  50  meters  wide.  Colored  fish,  shells  and  giant  crayfish 
live  in  its  waters. 

It  has  only  been  since  the  40's  that  the  canyon  began  to  be  settled  by  a 

few  immigrants  who  had  dreamed  of  having  a piece  of  their  own  land.  In 

the  50's  and  60's  small  communities  began  to  spring  up  on  the  mountainside 
and  along  the  river:  Censo,  Taniperla,  Perla  de  Acapulco,  Zaptoal,  San 
Caralampio,  San  Dose,  Calvario.  Those  recently  arrived  came  from  the  hard 
life  of  the  cattle  ranches  and  from  various  Tzeltal  communities.  Today, 
some  15,000  people  live  in  this  long  corridor. 

"The  Mural" 

"They  painted,  in  idealized  images,  the  life  of  the  people  in  the  glen. 
Houses,  communities  of  families  distributed  throughout  an  ecosystem  of 
fruit  trees,  meadows,  cultivated  fields,  flowers,  jaguars,  deer,  horses. 

We  see  the  rivers  running  under  a luminous  sky  adorned  with  birds,  bright 
stars,  butterflies,  and  a smiling  sun  and  moon. 

At  the  center  we  see  three  mountain  ranges  framing  three  glens.  Close 
to  the  rising  sun  another  chain  of  peaks,  blue  in  the  distance,  indicate 
another  glen,  leading  us  to  perceive  the  distance  through  which  the  rivers 


nun  as  well  as  the  depth  of  the  layered  horizons. 

We  could  say  that  the  mural  begins  with  the  sunrise,  if  we  see  it  from 
the  right,  or  with  mother  earth  if  we  see  it  from  the  left.  She  is  smiling 
between  the  abundant  earth  and  the  light  of  the  heavens.  A few  colored 
stars  form  a subtle  halo  around  her  face.  Her  waist  is  defined  where 
these  two  dimensions  meet,  integrated  in  her  body.  Next  to  her  two  large 
boulders  rise  up;  they  are  nourishing  breasts.  Beneath  one  of  them,  as 
though  he  were  sheltered  by  a protective  canopy,  a man  cultivates  the 
sacred  corn  plant. 

Below  the  campesino,  as  a symbol  of  religious  unity,  there  is  a modest 
house  with  a roof  of  lamina;  it  is  a temple,  with  its  censer.  The  temple 
is  of  no  religion  in  particular,  and  belongs  to  everyone. 

We  also  contemplate  the  assembly  of  women:  they  form  a harmonic  and 
colorful  circle.  From  this  meeting  emerges  a dove  of  peace  among  a 
flower-filled  field.  Below,  children,  girls  and  boys,  and  mothers 
wash  and  bathe  in  the  river.  Chickens  peck  for  food,  a father  and  his  son 
walk  with  their  load  of  firewood,  people  talk  at  the  threshhold  of  a home. 
There  is  the  house  of  the  civil  peace  camp  where  observers  from  the  human 
rights  center  arrive. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  mural,  in  balance  with  the  maternal  end,  is  the 
rising  sun  which  lights  the  new  day,  the  men's  assembly,  a basketball 
game,  coffee  berries  spread  to  dry,  projects  to  bring  in  electricity, 
to  fix  the  road  and  the  public  works  the  community  requires. 

Boys  and  girls  are  entering  the  community  school.  On  the  wall,  as  on 
many  of  the  walls  in  the  glens  of  the  Lacandon  Dungle,  we  read:  "Soldiers, 
drugs  and  whores,  no!  Corn,  beans  and  peace,  yes!" 

On  the  mountain  we  can  see  the  antenna  of  a radio  station,  since  the 
Accords  of  San  Andres  Sakam'chan  propose  "the  elaboration  of  a new  law  of 
communication  which  permits  the  indigenous  peoples  to  acquire,  operate  and 
administer  their  own  communication  media." 

The  door  of  the  municipal  house  is  painted  as  the  entrance  to  peace. 

Above  there  is  a sign  in  Tzeltal:  "SNA  YU' UN  ATLETIC  YU' UN  COMONALTIC, " 
which  means  "house  of  community  authorities."  To  each  side  of  the  door 
are  two  great  inspirational  figures:  Flores  Magon  planting  thoughts  in 
the  glens;  in  his  hand  he  is  carrying  the  letters  of  the  word  "Freedom." 

On  the  other  side,  Zapata  on  horseback  with  a slogan  written  on  his  red 
bandanna:  "The  land  belongs  to  those  who  work  it."  On  the  door  is  a 
bunch  of  reeds,  representing  Taniperla,  because  the  name  means  "place  of 
reeds  next  to  the  river  Perla." 

A man  reading  papers  and  a woman  are  walking  toward  the  municipal  house. 

A Tzeltal  painter  explains  that  she  "is  not  just  carrying  pozol  in  her 
bag,  but  also  the  documents  pertaining  to  the  matter  she  will  address  with 
the  authorities." 

>From  the  mountains,  as  is  sung  in  the  Zapatista  Anthem,  "you  can  already 
see  the  horizon,  zapatista  combatant."  These  militants  contemplate  from 
above  the  world  of  harmony,  unity  and  peace. 
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The  ideas  expressed  in  the  following  article  are  good  ones.  Wouldn't  it 
be  wonderful  if  these  procedures  were  adopted  everywhere  and  the  Indigenous 
People  of  this  land  had  a strong  voice  in  what  happens  to  this  land? 

Although  this  article  sounds  good,  the  ideas  discussed  have  not  been 
actually  implemented  as  of  yet.  We  will  see  what  all  the  talk  brings.  Let 
us  all  pray  that  the  County  of  San  Luis  Obispo  and  the  Chumash  Nation  can 
work  together  to  insure  the  sanctity  of  sacred  sites. 

NOTE:  The  Chumash  Nation  already  has  a group  called  Hutash  which  is  present 
at  many  major  construction  sites  in  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Santa  Barbara 
Counties.  For  instance,  when  the  state  water  project  installed  its  pipeline 
through  these  two  counties  there  were  Chumash  people  present  every  step  of 
the  way.  The  people  that  work  with  Hutash  are  dedicated  to  the  preservation 
of  their  heritage  and  the  protection  of  all  artifacts  and  remains  that  are 
disturbed . 

Molly 

December  26,  1998 

County  wants  Chumash  involved  in  archaeological  sites 
Derry  Bunin 

Telegram-Tribune/San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
CAMBRIA 

Cambria  residents  Tom  and  Marcie  McSherry  purchased  their  property  about  a 
year  ago,  finalized  the  design  and  were  nearly  ready  to  build  their  home. 

Then  came  protests  that  their  lot  on  Lodge  Hill  is  sacred  ground. 

When  the  McSherrys'  permit  was  appealed  by  the  Chumash,  the  couple 
withdrew  their  development  application  and  planned  to  sell  their  property. 

All  of  the  fuss  could  have  been  avoided,  county  officials  contend,  if  the 
developers  and  Native  American  groups  were  brought  together  earlier  in  the 
planning  process. 

Currently,  there  is  not  a law  that  requires  Native  American  groups  to  be 
notified  about  a development  until  the  planning  process  is  well  under  way, 
regardless  if  the  site  is  presumed  to  contain  archaeological  resources. 

County  officials  are  trying  to  change  that. 

That's  good  news  to  Tarren  Collins,  attorney  for  the  San  Luis  Obispo 
County  Chumash  Council.  She  said  the  council  never  wanted  to  stop  the 
McSherry's  project. 

"Both  the  council  and  McSherrys  are  victims  of  a process  which  does  not 
require  property  owners  to  consult  with  the  local  Chumash  during  the  design 
phase(  s ) of  their  projects,"  she  said. 

"The  council  has  great  sympathy  for  the  McSherrys  whose  architectural  costs 
have  already  doubled  as  a result  of  their  efforts"  to  reduce  the 
environmental  impacts  of  the  home  they  planned,  Collins  said. 

But  archaeologist  "Bob  Gibson's  report  on  the  McSherry  site  makes  it  clear 
that  there  is  'no  doubt'  that  Chumash  burials  and  human  remains  are  in  place 
at  that  site  and  ...  will  be  desecrated  if  proper  design  is  not  adopted," 
she  added. 

An  August  test  by  archaeologist  Dohn  W.  Parker  concluded  that  the  area 
contains  a "wide  range  of  cultural  materials  and  complex  structure...  . 

"Its  two  distinct  cultural  components  make  it  a much  more  complex  resource 
than  first  imagined,"  he  continued. 

"It  appears  to  be  a site  that  was  utilized  during  at  least  two  distinct 
time  periods  by  people  with  different  cultural  priorities  and  most  likely 
different  technologies,"  Parker  wrote.  "As  such,  it  should  be  considered  a 
very  significant  cultural  resource  worthy  of  the  highest  consideration  in 
terms  of  preservation  and  protection." 

Collins  noted  that  the  council,  which  formed  in  mid-Duly,  wants  "to 
protect  ( Chumash  ) burials  and  culture  without  stopping  development." 

Council  members  wanted  a full  environmental  study  conducted  to  find  the 
best  way  to  preserve  the  archaeological  site,  she  said. 

Collins  added  that  the  Chumash  favor  covering  the  resources  with  soil 
rather  than  disturbing  them  with  excavation. 

The  Atascadero  lawyer  filed  an  appeal  Nov.  20,  the  last  day  possible, 
after  a county  hearing  officer  on  Nov.  6 had  approved  a simple  environmental 


study  for  the  McSherny's  permits. 

Tom  McSherry  had  several  brief  conversations  with  the  Telegram-Tribune 
and  eventually  declined  to  be  interviewed. 

He  said  he  and  his  wife  are  retired  and  had  lived  in  Cambria  for  about  a 
year. 

McSherry  said  they  withdrew  their  development  application  right  after 
Collins  filed  the  Chumash's  appeal  and  planned  to  sell  the  property. 

But  Steve  McMasters,  a county  environmental  specialist  working  on  the 
application,  said  the  McSherrys  have  since  started  discussions  again  with 
the  Chumash  in  hopes  of  reaching  a compromise. 

The  proposed  home,  according  to  McMasters,  was  2,476  square  feet  plus  a 
587-square-foot  garage,  resulting  in  4,000  square  feet  of  soil  disturbance 
on  a 17,500-square-foot  lot. 

McMasters  said,  "There  is  nothing  in  the  ( state  or  federal  ) law  that 
says  they  ( the  Chumash  ) have  to  be  notified  or  consulted  about  a 
development . " 

Even  after  they  are  notified,  he  explained,  "they  aren't  given  any  special 
role.  ...  They  are  part  of  the  public.  There  is  no  chair  at  the  table  with 
their  name  on  it,  but  there  is  one  for  the  public  and  they  can  take  that 
chair . 

"The  exception  is  if  human  remains  are  found.  State  law  then  gives  them  a 
seat,"  he  said.  "It's  mandatory." 

"If  you  find  human  remains,"  he  said,  "it's  considered  a burial.  If  you 
find  six  or  more  burials,  it  is  considered  a cemetery.  If  you  disturb  a 
cemetery,  it  is  a felony.  Disturbing  a burial  is  a misdemeanor." 

County  planners  probably  know  about  10  percent  of  the  sites  and  require 
archaeological  reports  on  the  suspected  ones  almost  as  soon  as  a development 
application  is  processed,  he  said. 

But  that  is  after  the  project's  preliminary  design  and  often  before  the 
Chumash  are  aware  of  it,  he  said. 

The  county  has  tried  to  be  sensitive  to  known  and  suspected  archaeological 
sites,  he  said. 

Until  the  Chumash  Council  formed,  the  problem  was  that  there  was  no 
organized  Chumash  group  where  you  could  distribute  information,  McMasters 
said . 

"I've  been  dealing  with  individuals  for  years... on  a case-by-case  basis," 
such  as  when  Native  American  monitors  are  needed  to  make  sure  excavation 
doesn't  disturb  remains. 

The  council  supplied  a list  in  September  of  projects  the  Chumash  were 
interested  in  and  suspected  of  having  archaeological  resources,  he  said. 

They  were  put  on  mailing  lists  to  be  notified  if  anything  happened  with 
any  of  those  projects,  and  McMasters  gave  them  a description  of  how  the 
county  planning  process  works. 

"I  indicated  we'd  try  to  develop  a method  of  notifying  them  earlier  when 
there  is  a project  they  might  be  interested  in,"  he  said. 

It  would  be  better  for  everyone  involved  if  the  Chumash's  concerns  were 
raised  earlier  in  the  process  rather  than  have  them  suddenly  show  up  after  a 
lot  of  work  has  been  done,  McMasters  said. 

If  the  McSherrys  sold  their  land  and  someone  else  applied  to  build  on  it, 
he  said,  "we'd  probably  recommend  they'd  meet  up  front  with  the  Chumash 
before  designing  a project." 

He  said  the  McSherrys  met  with  the  Chumash  a week  or  so  ago  to  see  if  they 
could  work  something  out. 

Chumash  attorney  Collins  praised  the  county  for  working  toward  a 
resolution  and  said  the  council  doesn't  blame  the  county  for  the  law. 

"The  county  followed  everything  it  was  supposed  to  do  ( procedurally  ).  It 
wasn't  the  county's  fault,"  she  said. 

She  also  described  the  McSherrys  as  "very  cordial"  and  said  they  had  tried 
to  design  their  home  to  minimize  its  impact  on  the  archaeological  resources 
the  county  had  told  them  were  there. 

But  the  project  still  left  the  council  concerned. 

"At  this  point,"  Collins  noted,  "it  is  a sad  situation  for  some  very 
conscientious  property  owners." 
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LANDMARK  RULING  GIVES  METIS  ABORIGINAL  RIGHTS  - STAGE  SET  FOR  NEW  FIGHTS 
National  Post,  December  22,  1998  by  Anne  Marie  Owens 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

A landmark  Ontario  court  ruling  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie  yesterday  recognized 
that  Metis,  people  of  mixed  Indian  and  European  blood,  have  the  same 
hunting  and  fishing  rights  as  aboriginals,  a decision  that  could  set  the 
stage  for  new  battles  over  land  claims,  tax  exemptions  and  even  bids  for 
self-government . 

Metis  groups  hailed  the  ruling,  in  which  two  Metis  men  were  acquitted  of 
illegal  hunting  and  possession  of  moose,  as  the  first  official  declaration 
of  their  rights  in  Ontario,  and  said  the  decision  could  be  used  to  force 
the  government  to  the  negotiating  table  on  other  issues. 

"We  now  have  the  grounds  to  say  to  the  government:  'We  do  exist  and  we  do 
have  rights, ' " said  Tony  Belcourt,  president  of  the  Metis  Nation  of 
Ontario. 

Gerald  Morin,  president  of  the  Metis  National  Council,  said  the  ruling  is 
significant  "for  the  entire  Metis  nation,"  and  sets  the  stage  for  battles 
across  the  country.  "Overall  it  affirms  our  aboriginal  rights  as  Metis 
people,"  he  said.  "We  have  always  asserted  we  have  these  rights  and  they 
have  never  been  extinguished  or  altered  by  any  treaties." 

Neither  federal  nor  provincial  officials  would  comment  yesterday  on  the 
significance  of  the  ruling. 

The  decision,  delivered  at  the  provincial  court  level,  is  similar  to  ones 
in  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  in  saying  Metis  have  the  right  to  hunt  and 
fish  for  food  without  restriction.  Officials  with  the  Ontario  Ministry  of 
the  Attorney-General  have  not  yet  said  whether  they  will  appeal  the  ruling, 
although  even  defence  lawyers  expect  the  battle  to  eventually  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  because  of  the  possibly  sweeping  ramifications.  So 
far,  the  rulings  in  other  provinces  have  been  upheld  at  the  appeal  court 
level . 

There  are  believed  to  be  between  500,000  to  800,000  Metis  across  Canada. 
Like  Inuit  and  Indians,  the  Metis  are  recognized  in  the  Constitution  as 
aboriginal  people,  but  unlike  status  Indians,  they  do  not  have  a legislated 
right  to  federal  government  support,  nor  do  they  get  federal  tax-exempt 
status . 

Even  though  this  case  focuses  on  hunting  and  fishing  rights,  the  much 
broader  issues  of  Metis  identity  --  drawn  from  expert  testimony  on  native 
history  and  even  Metis  genealogy  --  were  raised  in  arguments  during  the 
two-week  trial  last  spring.  As  a result,  Dudge  Charles  Vaillancourt  set  out 
what  he  called  "a  workable  definition"  of  who  is  a Metis,  saying  "I  find 
that  a Metis  is  a person  of  aboriginal  ancestry;  who  self -identifies  as  a 
Metis,  and  who  is  accepted  by  the  Metis  community  as  a Metis."  Dudge 
Vaillancourt  went  on  to  say  that  "the  Metis'  right  to  hunt  is  derived  from 
their  customs,  traditions  and  practices."  Yet,  "if  the  Metis  exercise  their 
aboriginal  rights,  they  are  forced  to  skulk  through  the  forests  like 
criminals,  as  opposed  to  hunters  exercising  their  constitutional  rights," 


the  judge  said  in  a 42-page  ruling  that  draws  at  length  from  the  oral 
evidence  of  those  who  shared  personal  tales  of  how  difficult  it  was  to  live 
as  Metis  in  the  Northern  Ontario  community. 

The  case  began  with  a father  and  son's  moose  hunting  expedition  one  fall 
day  in  1993.  Steve  Powley,  who  is  now  50,  shot  a bull  moose  north  of  the 
family's  Sault  Ste.  Marie  home,  and  decided  this  time  he  would  not  hide  the 
big  animal  under  a pile  of  logs,  or  a blanket,  or  skulk  home  through  back 
roads,  as  was  the  practice  by  most  in  the  Metis  community  trying  to  avoid 
detection.  "I  had  been  smuggling  my  meat  like  that  for  six  years,  even 
though  I've  had  this  right  since  1982,"  Mr.  Powley  said,  referring  to  the 
year  the  Constitution  acknowledged  the  Metis  as  aboriginals,  and,  in  the 
mind  of  people  like  Mr.  Powley,  conferred  the  right  to  rely  on  their  native 
heritage  rather  than  an  official  licence  to  qualify  for  the  hunt.  Mr. 

Powley  tied  his  kill  to  the  top  of  the  car,  drove  around  downtown,  and  was 
cutting  up  the  carcass  in  his  back  yard  when  authorities  came  to  charge  him 
under  the  province's  Fish  and  Game  Act  with  unlawfully  hunting  and 
possessing  moose.  Mr.  Powley,  who  carves  up  his  own  moose  meat  into  steaks 
and  hamburgers,  says  the  hunt  provides  for  his  family  throughout  the 
winter. 

lean  Teillet,  a Toronto  lawyer  who  defended  Mr.  Powley  and  has  represented 
the  Metis  claims  in  the  other  provincial  rights  battles,  said  this  ruling 
was  "not  just  a small  win,  it's  an  across-the-board,  slam  dunk  win."  Ms. 
Teillet  is  the  great-grandniece  of  rebel  Metis  hero  Louis  Riel,  is  hoping 
to  use  the  judgement  as  a lever  for  dismissing  a dozen  similar  cases  before 
the  courts  in  Ontario.  She  says  the  ruling  is  significant  because  it  is  the 
first  time  the  Metis  question  has  come  up  since  a higher  court  ruling  last 
year  set  out  the  test  case  for  an  aboriginal  right. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Counterpoint:  Not  too  late  to  revise  plans  for  Hwy.  55 
Bruce  Shoemaker 

Gov.  Arne  Carlson,  in  trying  to  justify  his  brutal  raid  against  the 
nonviolent  community  of  Native  Americans  and  community  activists  occupying 
the  proposed  Hwy.  55  reroute  site,  claims  he  acted  because  the  protesters 
were  "outside  the  law."  However,  it  is  the  Carlson  administration,  the 
Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation  and  the  city  of  Minneapolis  that 
are  engaged  in  the  real  crime. 

State  and  federal  laws  on  the  completion  of  supplemental  environmental 
impact  statements  are  being  blatantly  disregarded.  New  understanding  of 
the  importance  the  lands  south  of  54th  Street  --  including  the  oak  savanna 
area  and  the  historic  Camp  Coldwater  Spring  --  play  in  Minnesota  history 
require  that  the  impacts  of  the  proposed  highway  be  comprehensively 
examined . 

The  Department  of  Transportation  continues  to  point  to  the  endorsement 
of  the  reroute  by  the  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  Council,  even  though  the 
council  has  retracted  its  earlier  support  based  on  new  information.  Rather 


than  sincerely  addressing  concerns  over  these  issues,  the  department  has 
tried  to  hide  behind  a "statute  of  limitations"  defense,  claiming  it  is 
too  late  for  community  groups  to  raise  such  concerns. 

Even  worse,  federal  and  state  laws  and  treaty  commitments  with  the 
Mendota  Mdewakanton  tribe  are  being  disregarded.  These  are  serious  laws 
and  commitments  and  the  state  and  the  city  Minneapolis  are  going  to  be 
forced  to  abide  by  them. 

If  they  continue  in  ignoring  environmental  law  and  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  native  people  to  protect  and  reclaim  their  ancestral  lands, 
Minnesota  and  Minneapolis  may  be  headed  for  a major  national  embarrassment. 
Will  Minnesota  become  a late  1990s  version  of  Mississippi  in  the  1960s  -- 
dragged  kicking  and  screaming  into  the  civil  rights  era  through  federal 
intervention?  The  refusal  of  state  and  city  leaders  to  meet  with  federal 
mediators  in  advance  of  their  massive  raid  on  the  Minnehaha  camp  is 
reminiscent  of  the  entrenched  racist  arrogance  of  power  of  an  earlier  era, 
one  we  might  have  expected  of  George  Wallace's  Alabama  in  the  early  1960s. 

What  is  especially  appalling  is  how  our  local  DFL  politicians,  in 
particular.  Mayor  Sharon  Sayles  Belton,  fell  over  each  other  in 
cooperating  with  and  endorsing  our  lame-duck  Republican  governor's  use  of 
force.  What  will  the  mayor  be  endorsing  next  --  Philadelphia-style  SWAT 
team  aerial  fire  bombings  like  the  MOVE  raid?  Many  highway  opponents  are 
past  supporters  of  the  mayor.  They  voted  for  her  and  were  impressed  with 
her  sensible  and  inclusive  style  of  managing  the  city.  Her  hard-line 
defense  of  the  reroute,  which  appears  to  willfully  violate  many  of  the 
basic  principles  central  to  her  past  political  life,  is  extremely  puzzling 
and  is  alienating  her  from  a significant  block  of  her  constituents. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  of  our  DFL  representatives  have  had  the 
guts  to  come  out  and  say  publicly  what  many  of  them  increasingly  admit 
privately:  The  Hwy.  55  reroute  is  an  enormous  ill-conceived  fiasco  that 
would  never  be  approved  if  they  were  "doing  it  all  over  again."  But  like 
the  Republican  impeachment  initiative,  the  reroute  now  has  a momentum  of 
its  own  and  can't  seem  to  be  stopped  even  though  most  people  know  it  is  a 
bad  idea. 

For  the  New  Year  we  need  some  new  initiatives  by  our  political 
representatives  at  the  federal,  state  and  local  levels  to  creatively  end 
this  embarrassing  and  divisive  situation  and  come  up  with  a revised  plan 
for  Hwy.  55  --  one  upon  which  broader  consensus  can  be  reached,  one  that 
meets  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  applicable  laws,  one  with  which  we  all 
can  live.  Let's  do  it  ourselves,  before  the  feds  force  us  to  live  up  to 
the  principles  we  claim  to  believe  in. 

--  Bruce  Shoemaker,  Minneapolis. 
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— "RE:  Mendota  Sacred  Sites"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Ian  1999  02:42:44  EST 
From:  Prttyshld@aol.com 
Sub j : Mendota  Sacred  Sites 

UUCP  email 

This  is  truly  hideous!  KEEP  THE  DRUM  BEATING!! 

Dear  Friends, 

It  is  after  mindnight  and  there  is  snow  on  the  ground  here.  My  mind 
wanders  to  the  four  trees  where  there  are  brave  souls, warriors,  camped  out 
there  to  protect  these  Sacred  Sites.  As  you  know  the  original  encampment 
was  raided  by  600  police  recently.  What  you  may  not  know  are  the  following 
facts  and  these  facts  if  known,  would  shock  the  Nation! 

1.  Mike  Haney  who  is  a representative  of  the  Congress,  arranged  through 


the  Justice  Dept,  for  a mediator  to  come  and  help  us  out.  This  offer  was 
refused.  Refused!  Days  later,  without  warning,  the  encampment  was  brutally 
raided ! 

2.  The  Governor  and  the  media  tried  to  represent  the  non-violent 
protestors  in  a "Wacco  " kind  of  light  by  saying  there  were  cut  gas  lines 
and  children  at  the  site  that  needed  protection.  The  fact  is  there  were  no 
cut  gas  lines.  Would  they  have  lit  fires  all  over  the  site  if  they  thought 
there  was  escaping  gas?  There  was  one  child  there  who  just  happened  to  be 
at  the  site  that  night.  I heard  that  children's  services  were  called  and 
the  child  taken  into  protection. 

3.  It  was  bad  enough  that  they  tortured  people  with  pepper  spray  and  tear 
gas,  destroyed  sacred  things  like  the  sweat  lodge  etc,  but  why  did  they 
have  to  destroy  the  beautiful  tipi's  that  were  there?  People  asked  if  they 
could  take  the  tipis  down  properly  and  take  them  away.  This  was  refused 
and  the  owners  had  to  watch  as  the  tipi  poles  were  snapped  and  the  tipis 
thrown  on  the  trucks  they  had  there. 

4.  To  add  insult  to  injury,  they  recently  awarded  medals  of  honor  to  the 
main  policemen  who  spearheaded  what  they  call  " the  55  sting  operation 
coldsnap"  This  was  a feature  on  the  news. 

5.  Mndot  is  so  worried,  they  produced  a pamphlet  that  was  distributed 
door  to  door  to  Minneapolis  residents  full  of  their  propaganda,  painting 
the  resistance  to  the  55  re-route  as  a bunch  of  neer  do  wells  who  are 
misguided  and  are  in  the  way  of  progress. 

The  world  has  got  to  know  that  this  is  going  on!  It  is  unbelievable!  It 
feels  to  me  like  a 60s  civil  rights  flashback.  I think  it  is  dangerous 
that  this  whole  thing  is  so  cleverly  concealed  and  misconstrued  in  the 
media.  Help  us  let  the  people  know  what  is  going  on  . If  this  can  happen 
in  one  of  the  most  liberal,  forward  thinking  States  in  the  Union  imagine 
what  else  is  going  on  in  this  Country!  It  is  time  to  let  people  know  what 
is  going  on.  If  you  are  insulted  by  the  police  handing  out  honor  badges 
for  this  kind  of  violent  behavior  against  a small  group  of  non  violent 
protestors,,  let  people  know! 

Write  to  the  Star  Tribune.  There  is  a page  for  letters  to  the  editor. 
Here  is  the  address.  http://www.startribune. 

com/stonline/html/userguide/letform . html  Also,  check  our  site  for 
addresses . 

<A  HREF=" http: //members . aol . com//dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html"> 

Mendota  Sacred  Sites</A>  Folks,  can  you  tell  I have  reached  my 
boiling  point?  The  medals  of  honor  mess  took  me  over  the  top!  This 
injustice  has  got  to  stop!  I thank  all  of  you  so  deeply  for  all  of  the 
help  and  support  that  you  have  already  given  and  I really  believe  that  we 
can  overcome  if  we  stick  together  and  dont  give  up.  I also  want  you  to 

know  that  my  thoughts  and  prayers  are  there  for  all  of  you  out  there  who 

are  struggling  with  your  own  battles.  Our  beautiful  Mother  Earth  is  under 

seige  and  it  has  to  stop!  I share  all  of  your  stories  with  the  folks  here 

and  they  send  their  love. 

In  service, 

Diane  Kerr 


- — "RE:  Nisga'a  Celebration  $7  Million"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Dec  1998  03:14:51  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC's  Nisga'a  PR  7 Million  and  rising... 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NISGA'A  CELEBRATION,  ADVERTISING  COSTS  NEAR  $7  MILLION 
Canadian  Press,  December  22,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

VICTORIA  (CP)  --  It's  cost  almost  $7  million  to  inform  British  Columbians 
about  the  Nisga'a  aboriginal  treaty,  the  provincial  government  said 
Tuesday.  Expenses  released  by  the  Nisga'a  Treaty  Implementation  Office  show 
the  province  has  spent  $6.8  million  to  advertise  the  treaty  and  fund 


celebrations  and  ceremonial  events.  Advertising  and  communications  costs 
topped  the  $5  million  mark,  said  Clay  Suddaby,  treaty  implementation  office 
spokesman . 

The  government  originally  projected  to  spend  about  $2  million  to  promote 
the  deal,  but  later  raised  the  amount  to  $5  million.  The  treaty,  initialled 
last  August  by  B.C.  and  Ottawa,  is  being  debated  by  B.C.  politicians.  The 
treaty  implementation  office  projects  to  spend  a further  $768,000  on  the 
treaty  by  the  end  of  February. 

The  deal  gives  the  Nisga'a  of  northwestern  B.C.'s  Nass  Valley  ownership  of 
about  2,000  square  kilometres  and  about  $500  million  in  federal  and 
provincial  money  in  the  form  of  cash,  grants  and  program  funds. 

The  treaty,  expected  to  be  ratified  in  the  New  year,  will  become  B.C.'s 
first  modern-day  treaty. 


"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  Haida  Elder  Lavina  White. 

More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  and  the  Nisga'a  deal: 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C lark/ switlo . html 
http: //kaf ka .uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C lark/ aug98nis . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- "RE:  Build  Trust  with  Tulalips"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Dan  1999  18:25:20  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Build  trust  with  Tulalips 

Hard  work  builds  trust  between  Tulalips,  county 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/tula_123198. html 

by  Diane  Brooks  <dbro-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  Snohomish  County  bureau 

Posted  at  07:09  a.m.  PST;  Thursday,  December  31,  1998 

When  Tulalip  Tribes  leaders  walked  into  a casino  conference  room 
last  year  for  yet  another  meeting  with  Snohomish  County  officials,  they 
really  didn't  expect  to  chisel  through  their  impasse  over  reservation 
development . 

Once  again,  the  tribal  leaders  explained  why  forested  lands 
surrounding  their  reservation's  salmon  hatchery  had  to  remain  pristine. 
And  once  again,  county  officials  explained  why  more  development  should 
be  allowed  on  parcels  owned  by  non-Indians. 

But  then  Tulalip  board  member  Glen  Gobin  began  speaking,  and  the 
terrain  shifted. 

Gobin  recounted  how  the  Tulalip  Tribes  - the  Snohomish,  Snoqualmie 
and  Skykomish  - had  given  up  vast  territories,  agreeing  in  1855  to 
retreat  to  a 22,086-acre  reservation  with  cedar  forests  and  salmon- 
spawning streams. 

Non-Indians  have  a more  transient  relationship  with  the  land,  he 
said . 

"We've  been  here  for  2,000  years.  We  want  to  keep  the  core  of  the 
reservation  - where  we  have  eagles'  nests,  beaver  dams,  deer  - as 
natural  as  possible,"  said  tribal  government-affairs  director  Dohn 
McCoy,  recalling  Gobin' s words. 

"The  room  became  very  bright,"  said  McCoy,  who  chaired  that  meeting 
in  the  spring  of  1997.  A deeper  cultural  understanding  had  been  reached. 

After  two  years  of  talks,  the  tribe  and  county  may  be  close  to 


resolving  long-stewing  land-use  issues.  Their  work  is  being  hailed  in 
some  quarters  as  a national  model  of  intergovernmental  collaboration. 

Zoning  maps  shaped  by  those  leadership  sessions  in  1996  and  1997  now 
are  before  the  Snohomish  County  Planning  Commission. 

If  the  commission  recommends  approval  of  the  zoning  plans.  County 
Executive  Bob  Drewel,  tribal  leaders  and  other  proponents  will  next  face 
the  difficult  task  of  persuading  the  Snohomish  County  Council  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  development  allowed  on  thousands  of  acres  of  reservation 
land  owned  by  non-Indians. 

Some  landowners,  including  the  city  of  Everett,  are  balking  at  that 
prospect.  The  city  has  accused  the  Tulalip  Tribes  of  trying  to  devalue 
Everett's  906-acre  property  in  order  to  make  it  cheaper  for  the  tribes 
to  reacquire. 

At  the  root  of  the  issue  is  a simple  question:  Why  should  privately 
owned  land  within  reservation  borders  be  treated  differently  than  other 
property  in  the  county? 

"The  fact  of  the  matter  is  land  on  the  reservation  is  different," 
said  Steve  Holt,  Snohomish  County's  planning  director.  "Whether  people 
like  it  or  not,  we  do  have  two  jurisdictions  with  authority,  and  issues 
of  sovereignty  rights.  So  it  is  a unique  circumstance." 

That  attitude  chafes  Everett  Mayor  Ed  Hansen,  who  feels  the  tribes 
are  getting  special  consideration  at  the  city's  expense.  "Certainly 
there's  a difference,  but  whether  that's  a difference  that  has  any 
(legal)  significance  or  relevance  is  a different  question,"  he  said. 

Although  the  Tulalips  claim  planning  jurisdiction  over  their  entire 
reservation,  of  which  about  55  percent  is  owned  by  non-Indians,  the 
legalities  are  gray. 

Related  court  decision 

In  1989,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  Yakama  Indian  Nation 
had  no  zoning  authority  over  reservation  lands  owned  by  non-Indians. 

Although  that  decision  appears  to  apply  to  the  Tulalip  Tribes' 
planning  rights,  Drewel  and  his  staff  believe  good  relations  with  the 
tribes  are  more  important  than  legal  wrangling. 

"We've  saved  countless  thousands  of  dollars  by  everybody  sitting 
down  and  talking  rather  than  everybody  running  for  their  lawyers," 

Drewel  said. 

Everett,  meanwhile,  is  using  the  high  court's  ruling  to  advance 
the  city's  development  agenda. 

At  stake  is  the  future  face  of  the  reservation. 

While  the  tribes  and  the  county  already  have  planning  maps  and 
laws  for  the  reservation,  they  differ  significantly,  especially  in 
the  watershed  area  surrounding  the  tribe's  salmon  hatchery. 

While  the  tribes  allow  only  one  home  per  80  acres  in  that  area, 
Snohomish  County  codes  permit  one  home  per  5 acres  on  nontribal  tracts. 
Until  1996,  the  county  allowed  one  home  per  2.3  acres.  The  change  was  a 
result  of  state  Growth  Management  Act  requirements . 

The  county's  current  densities  distress  the  Tulalips  because  non- 
Indians  own  about  45  percent  of  the  reservation ' s critical  open  space, 
which  includes  4,000  acres  of  watershed  and  3,000  acres  of  surrounding 
woodlands.  The  county  only  claims  jurisdiction  over  nontribally  owned 
lands . 

The  compromise  wrought  by  the  tribes  and  county  leaders,  and  now 
before  the  planning  commission,  would  restrict  development  on  nontribal 
property  to  one  home  per  10  acres.  Golf  courses  wouldn't  be  allowed. 
Denser  housing  development  would  be  allowed  only  if  homes  were  clustered 
together,  leaving  expanses  of  open  space. 

Tribally  owned  lands  in  the  reservation ' s central  area  would  remain 
zoned  at  one  home  per  80  acres  under  Tulalip  regulations. 

Everett  makes  a move 

Everett,  in  a strategic  move,  has  begun  working  with  county  planners 
on  an  application  to  build  two  18-hole  golf  courses  surrounded  by  395 
homes.  One  course  and  some  high-income  housing  would  lie  within 


woodlands  the  Tulalip  Tribes  hope  to  protect. 

The  city  plans  to  file  a formal  application  before  the  zoning  is 
changed,  vesting  the  project  under  current  development  rules. 

The  Tulalip  Tribes,  who  have  objected  to  the  city's  maneuver,  aren't 
anti-development.  They,  themselves,  have  ambitious  plans  for  a business 
park  along  Interstate  5,  an  expanded  casino  and  perhaps  an  enlarged 
marina  and  destination  resort. 

But  those  projects,  along  with  Tulalip  housing  developments,  lie 
along  the  reservation's  edges.  The  tribes  adamantly  protect  their 
central  watershed,  which  provides  a traditional  landscape  while 
protecting  their  hatchery,  which  produces  king,  chum  and  coho  salmon. 

"We  want  to  keep  this  core  for  the  membership  to  enjoy.  If  we  develop 
this  and  have  no  place  for  our  members  to  go,  what  kind  of  leaders  are 
we?"  asked  Tulalip  board  member  Hermie  Williams. 

The  tribes  needn't  look  far  to  see  what  their  future  could  be  like 
under  the  county's  current  zoning  rules. 

The  Kayak  Point  area  in  unincorporated  Snohomish  County  just  north 
of  the  reservation  has  undergone  accelerated  clearing  and  residential 
development,  with  a golf  course  and  nearly  400  new  homes  in  recent 
years . 

As  a result,  the  reservation  is  becoming  a haven  for  black  bears, 
cougars,  deer  and  other  wildlife  displaced  by  new  development,  McCoy 
said . 

That  bolsters  McCoy's  determination  to  preserve  the  reservation ' s 
remaining  green  spaces. 

"Our  ultimate  goal  - it  will  probably  be  in  our  great-great-great- 
grandchildren ' s time  - is  we'll  be  able  to  buy  the  reservation  back" 
from  non-Indian  owners,  McCoy  said. 

Working  together 

The  Tulalips'  ability  to  work  cooperatively  with  the  county  is  a 
testament  to  the  persistent  efforts  of  McCoy,  Gobin,  Drewel  and  others. 

The  Tulalips  initially  approached  their  meetings  with  county 
officials  cautiously.  They  deeply  mistrusted  the  non-Native  world, 
largely  because  they  have  lost  so  much  reservation  land  since  the 
signing  of  the  Point  Elliott  Bay  Treaty  of  1855,  McCoy  said. 

Before  the  successful  Tulalip  Casino  was  built,  some  tribal  members 
sold  their  land  to  non-Indians  at  undervalued  prices  to  get  money  to 
survive,  McCoy  said. 

In  other  cases,  Tulalips  married  non-Indians,  he  said.  When  the 
Tulalips  died,  leaving  the  land  in  the  hands  of  non-Indian  spouses,  the 
land  reverted  to  county  tax  rolls.  Back  property  taxes  often  forced  sales. 

Today,  about  7,000  non-Indians  share  the  reservation  with  about  2,000 
members  of  the  Tulalip  Tribes. 

Despite  that  history,  the  Tulalips  and  Snohomish  County  officials 
have  developed  a mutual  trust.  From  a national  perspective,  it's  a 
stellar  relationship,  said  Ron  Allen,  president  of  the  National  Congress 
of  American  Indians  and  chairman  of  the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  Tribal 
Council  in  Sequim,  Clallam  County. 

Governmental  relations  are  much  worse  in  other  states,  he  said. 

While  the  outcome  of  the  Tulalip  land-use  compromise  still  is 
uncertain,  the  tribe's  partnership  with  Snohomish  County  already  has 
produced  other  benefits.  For  instance,  county  officials  recently  worked 
with  Community  Transit  to  establish  the  first  bus  route  through  the 
reservation . 

"The  Tulalips  work  very  hard  at  it.  It  is  a type  of  model  and  a type 
of  participation  we  would  like  to  see  more  often  in  tribal- 
government/local-government  affairs,"  said  Allen. 
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GLICKMAN  ANNOUNCES  NEW  PROGRAM  FOR  AMERICAN  INDIAN  TRIBES 

WASHINGTON,  Dec.  21,  1998  Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman  today 
announced  a new  emergency  livestock  feed  program  to  help  American 
Indian  Tribes. 

"This  program  will  deliver  much  needed  assistance  to  American  Indian 
Tribes  hit  especially  hard  by  recent  disasters, "Glickman  said. 

The  American  Indian  Livestock  Feed  Program  will  be  administered 
through  tribal  governments  and  provides  reimbursement  for  feed-related 
expenses  incurred  during  natural  disasters  such  as  blizzards  or  droughts. 
The  program  covers  losses  from  1997  until  the  present.  Eligible  livestock 
includes:  beef  and  dairy  cattle,  buffalo,  beefalo,  sheep,  goats,  swine  and 
other  food  animals. 

Indian  tribes  can  now  ask  USDA  to  make  regions  eligible  for  the  program. 
If  they  meet  the  criteria  for  loss  and  creditworthiness,  individuals 
residing  within  the  region  can  apply  for  assistance  with  their  tribal 
governments . 

This  program  makes  direct  cash  payments  to  individuals  in  need.  The 
Indian  Acute  Distress  Donation  Program,  suspended  in  1996,  provided  grain 
donations . 

This  program  is  funded  at  $12.5  million,  obtained  from  the  sale  of  grain 
held  in  the  disaster  reserve,  and  assistance  will  be  available  until  the 
funds  are  depleted.  The  interim  rule  governing  the  program  was  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  Friday,  November  27,  and  is  available  on  the 
Internet  at  www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Indian  tribes  may  contact  the  Farm  Service  Agency  state  office  serving 
the  disaster-affected  region  for  more  information. 


E.  Dane  Dodds 

National  Program  Leader 

Natural  Resources  and  Environment 

Cooperative  State  Research,  Education  & Extension  Service 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
1400  Independence  Avenue,  S.W. 

Mail  Stop  2210  (Room  816  Aerospace  Bldg) 

Washington,  D.C.  20250-2210 

Internet:  jdodds@reeusda.gov 

Voice:  202-401-4044  Fax:  202-401-1706 

"RE;  Environmental  Abuse  at  Grassy  Narrows"  — 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dec  1998  22:28:19  -0500 


From:  "Glenn  Welker"  <nativelit@earthlink . net> 
Sub j : Your  help  (please  forward  - Thanks,  Glenn) 


Dear  Friends, 

Please  forward  this  message  to  as  many  people  as  you  can. 

People  in  Ontario  need  all  the  help  they  can  get. 

Environmental  Abuse  at  Grassy  Narrows  First  Nation 

GRASSY  NARROWS  FIRST  NATION 

GRASSY  NARROWS,  ONTARIO  POX  1B0 

Phone:  (807)  925-2201  * Fax:  (807)  925-2649 

http: //www. envirowatch .org/Grassyl. htm 

http://www.envirowatch.org/gnfnindex.htm 

The  reserve  of  1200  people  live  down  stream  from  a pulp  mill.  The 
community  is  surrounded  by  clear  cuts.  Each  sector  of  a once  self 
sustaining  economy  has  been  destroyed  by  the  actions  taken  for  other 
people's  interest.  The  traditional  land  area  signs  are  signs  of  the  times. 
The  people  of  Grassy  Narrows  will  take  responsibility  for  their  lands  and 
act  proactively  and  positively.  The  whack  of  hammers,  the  odour  of  paint, 
the  words  on  plywood  are  signs  of  new  stage  in  the  struggle  for  survival 
of  a land  based  people. 

Contact  Persons: 

Chief  William  Fobister  (807)  925-2201 

Steve  Fobister  (807)  925-2201 

"The  clear  cutting  going  on  is  ruining  the  land  everyday.  The  aerial 
spraying  stoops  us  as  native  people  from  picking  blueberries  as  well  as 
other  damages,"  said  Chief  Bill  Fobister.  "We  need  to  take  action  on  our 
own  now." 

"The  big  industrial  companies  are  the  ones  getting  the  support  and 
benefit.  The  government  restricts  ordinary  people  and  First  Nations  more 
and  more.  We,  as  the  native  people,  live  closest  to  the  land.  Our 
communities  are  first  and  most  affected".  Fobister  said. 

We  have  the  least  leverage  because  everyone  just  ignores  us.  These 
traditional  land  use  area  signs  are  a reminder  we  are  here.  We  will  not  be 
forgotten  or  left  out  or  abused  much  longer."  Fobister  concluded. 

"RE : Suicide/Lookin'  Everywhere  but  at  Ourselves"  

Date:  Sat,  02  lan  1999  11:29:01  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : Lookin'  Everywhere  but  at  Ourselves 

http://www.indian-suicide.org 

LOOKIN'  EVERYWHERE  BUT  AT  OURSELVES: 
by:  Black  Bear 

When  Napi  walked  into  the  community  meeting  at  the  Tribal  building,  the 
room  was  packed.  Smoke  filled  the  air  and  rose  in  little  columns,  like 
smoke  from  many  campfires.  The  room  buzzed  with  the  sound  of  voices,  all 
clamoring  at  once.  Their  young  people  were  killing  themselves.  "Why?" 

"What  can  we  do  about  it?"  Napi  had  been  to  similar  meetings  on  many 
reservations.  The  people  were  looking  for  answers  and  ways  to  stop  the 
pattern  of  self-destructive  behavior  their  youth  were  caught  in.  They  had 
many  people  calling  and  offering  help  --  psychologists,  sociologists... 
"experts",  people  wanting  to  give  money  to  do  research.  Their  leaders  had 
gone  to  Washington,  DC,  to  meet  with  congressional  committees  and  ask  for 
money  --  money  for  youth  programs,  a community  center,  and  more  "experts". 

Napi  remembered  another  time  when  he  had  traveled  up  north  and  had  met 
with  a group  of  parents  that  were  concerned  with  "youth  acting  out".  In 
this  particular  community,  there  were  high  rates  of  alcoholism,  children 
hurting  other  children,  deaths  by  car  accidents,  and  suicide  among  the 
young  people.  The  rates  were  no  better  among  the  adults,  especially  the 
alcoholism. 

The  tribe  had  secured  a $375,000  grant  for  youth  programs.  The  money  was 
enough  for  the  tribe  to  create  four  or  five  programs  for  the  young  people. 


They  built  a youth  center  for  recreational  activities.  The  youth  were  now 
provided  outreach  programs  that  took  them  into  the  wilderness  and  taught 
them  survival  techniques  and  leadership.  During  the  school  year,  high  risk 
youth  stayed  at  a boarding  school  during  the  week  and  then  went  home  on 
weekends . 

One  program  that  the  tribe  was  proud  of  was  located  in  a remodeled  "old 
jailhouse".  Napi  went  there  and  visited  and  found  Hawk,  an  old  friend  that 
he  had  gone  to  Haskell  with.  Hawk  was  the  director  of  this  youth  program. 
The  jailhouse  had  been  painted  bright  colors,  even  pink,  but  the  cells 
were  still  cells.  Behind  the  bars  were  young  people  9-19  years  old.  They 
were  sitting  there  reading  or  sleeping  or  talking  with  one  another.  Napi 
asked  Hawk  why  they  were  there.  Hawk  said  they  were  there  for  their  own 
welfare- -they  were  one  step  away  from  the  state  reform  school.  Napi  asked 
Hawk  again,  "What  are  they  in  for?"  Hawk  told  him  that  they  were  there  for 
truancy,  for  possession  of  booze  or  for  smoking  marijuana.  Napi  said  "Oh!", 
and  sadly  left  the  old  jailhouse. 

As  he  walked  away,  Napi  recalled  that  this  same  tribe  had  only  a small 
alcoholism  program  for  the  adults.  Certainly  money  and  programs  weren't 
the  whole  answer,  but  it  seemed  that  the  priorities  were  upside  down 

It  was  now  Napi's  turn  to  speak  at  the  community  meeting.  When  he  had 
finished  speaking,  there  were  many  questions.  Several  people  asked  him 
what  he  thought  could  be  done  about  the  suicides  among  the  young  people  of 
their  community.  Napi  told  them  three  things  could  be  done  that  would 
drastically  reduce  the  rate  of  suicide,  violence  and  death  by  car 
accidents : 

1.  "WE  must  stop  OUR  drinking !- -Nobody  can  do  it  for  us."  Nearly  75%  of 
the  suicides,  violence,  and  deaths  by  car  accidents  were  alcohol-related. 

2.  Many  of  the  adults  were  alcoholic.  There  were  many  single  mothers  and 
the  young  people  had  no  adult  male  role  models.  The  youth  were  being  left 
home  while  the  adults  went  out  to  party  or  to  play  bingo  or  to  the  bright 
lights  and  good  times  at  the  Casino.  "We  are  telling  the  young  people  to 
not  do  the  same  things  we  ourselves  are  doing.  We  must  hold  the  adults 
accountable  for  the  raising  of  their  children." 

3.  "We  must  find  the  answers  within  ourselves.  Don't  be  lookin'  for 
others  to  solve  our  problems--only  we  can  solve  our  problems.  Many  of  the 
answers  are  there  in  our  traditional  ways--they  need  to  be  used.  We  can 
seek  advice  and  assistance  from  others,  but  until  the  community  is 
committed  to  changing  its  own  behavior,  our  young  people  will  continue  to 
act  out." 

Napi  stood  there  for  a moment,  but  no  one  spoke  or  responded.  The  little 
columns  of  smoke  continued  to  rise  to  the  ceiling.  He  felt  as  though  the 
people  did  not  "hear"  him,  or  think  that  these  were  "choices"  that  they 
had  some  power  over. 

"RE : Legend:  Coyote's  Salmon"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Dul  1998  05:14:32  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "Dr.  Eugene  Norman"  <normeu@ourbbs . frvs . org> 

Sub j : Stories  and  Quotes 

UUCP  email 
Coyote's  salmon 

Long  ago  on  the  Sanpoil  River  that  flows  southward  into  the  Columbia 
River,  Old  Man  and  old  Woman  lived  with  their  tribe,  the  Sanpoils.  They 
were  so  stooped  that  it  appeared  they  were  walking  on  their  knees  and 
their  elbows.  Their  very  pretty  granddaughter  lived  with  them. 

One  day  Coyote  came  along  and  saw  the  old  couple  with  the  beautiful 
girl.  Immediately,  he  decided  that  he  wanted  the  girl  for  his  wife.  But  he 
knew  better  than  to  ask  for  her  then.  He  thought  he  would  wait  until 
evening.  So  during  the  day  he  sat  around,  becoming  better  acquainted 
with  the  family. 

The  old  couple  watched  him,  noting  that  his  long  hair  was  braided 
neatly  and  his  forelocks  were  carefully  combed  back.  They  noticed  too 


that  he  was  tall  and  strong.  Old  Man  and  Old  Woman  talked  between 
themselves  about  Coyote,  wondering  if  he  could  be  a Chief. 

In  the  late  afternoon.  Coyote  asked  Old  Man,  "What  is  that  thing  down 
in  the  stream?" 

"Why,  that  is  my  fish  trap,"  Old  Man  replied. 

"A  fish  trap?  What  is  that?  What  do  you  do  with  it?"  asked  Coyote, 
pretending  he  did  not  know. 

"Oh,  occasionally  I catch  a few  bullheads  and  sunfish,"  Old  Man  said. 

"Is  that  what  you  eat?  I never  heard  of  them.  Are  they  big  enough  for 
a meal?"  asked  Coyote. 

"They  are  not  much,  but  what  else  can  we  eat?"  replied  Old  Man. 

"I  think  I will  go  up  the  hill  and  look  around,"  said  Coyote.  It  was 
then  about  an  hour  before  sunset. 

On  top  of  the  hill.  Coyote  saw  some  grouse  roosting  in  a tree.  He 
threw  some  stones  at  them,  killing  five.  He  carried  the  grouse  back  to 
Old  Man  and  said,  "Let's  eat  these  for  supper." 

After  removing  the  feathers.  Old  Man  roasted  the  game  over  the  fire 
and  when  they  were  done,  everyone  sat  down  to  eat  the  wonderful  meal. 

To  Old  Man  and  his  family,  it  seemed  like  a feast. 

"Is  this  the  kind  of  food  you  eat  every  day?"  the  Old  Man  asked 
Coyote. 

"Sometimes  I eat  berries,  roots,  and  I catch  some  real  big  fish,  as 
long  as  your  arm,"  Coyote  said. 

Later,  Coyote  announced  that  he  would  like  to  stay  there  if  they 
wanted  him,  otherwise  he  would  move  on. 

"What  do  you  mean?"  asked  Old  Man. 

"Well,  it  is  like  this.  I would  like  to  marry  your  granddaughter, " 
said  Coyote. 

Old  Man  and  Old  Woman  looked  at  each  other  but  said  nothing.  Coyote 
went  for  a little  walk  to  allow  the  old  couple  to  talk  privately. 

While  Coyote  was  gone  Old  Man  said  to  his  wife,  "What  do  you  think  of 
this  fellow?  You  saw  what  he  did,  bringing  good  food  for  our  supper.  If  we 
let  him  marry  our  granddaughter,  maybe  they  will  stay  here  and  we  will  have 
such  good  food  always.  Surely  our  girl  will  marry  someone  soon,  perhaps 
some  man  not  as  good  as  this  young  fellow." 

"Well,  husband.  I'll  leave  it  entirely  up  to  you." 

Soon  Coyote  returned.  He  decided  to  let  Old  Man  open  the  conversation. 

Old  Man  held  his  pipe  in  one  hand  and  said,  "How  I wish  I had  a smoke.  My 
tobacco  ran  out  some  time  ago." 

"Have  some  of  mine,"  said  Coyote,  reaching  into  his  jacket  pocket.  He 
pulled  out  a large  bunch  of  tobacco  and  gave  it  to  Old  Man,  who  filled  his 
pipe,  feeling  very  much  surprised  that  Coyote  would  have  real  tobacco. 

After  a while  Old  Man  spoke,  "My  wife  and  I have  talked  over  your 
proposal  and  she  left  the  decision  up  to  me.  I have  decided  to  let  you 
marry  our  granddaughter  and  live  here.  If  you  go  away,  we  want  you  to 
take  her  with  you.  How  are  we  to  know  that  you  will  do  this?" 

"You  need  not  worry, " said  Coyote.  "I  am  tired  of  travelling.  I want 
to  settle  down  here  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  if  you  wish." 

Old  Man  was  pleased  with  Coyote  and  believed  what  he  said.  So  Coyote 
took  the  pretty  granddaughter  for  his  wife. 

Early  that  evening  Coyote  stayed  with  his  wife  and  later  said,  "I  am 
going  out  for  a few  minutes  and  when  I return  we  will  go  to  bed." 

"All  right,"  answered  his  wife. 

Coyote  went  downstream  to  where  Old  Man  had  his  fish  trap.  He  changed 
it  into  a basket-type  trap,  piling  rows  of  rocks  to  guide  fish  into  the 
basket.  When  finished  he  called  out,  "Salmon,  I want  two  of  you  in  the 
basket  trap  tomorrow  morning,  one  male  and  one  female."  Then  he  returned 
to  his  bride. 

Next  morning  Coyote  asked  Old  Man  to  go  to  his  fish  trap  early.  "I 
think  I heard  a noise  in  the  night  that  sounded  like  fish  caught  in  a 
trap,"  he  said. 

Old  Man  went  downstream  to  see  his  fish  trap.  Sure  enough,  he  saw  two 
big  fish  in  the  trap.  Old  Man  was  so  excited,  he  stumbled  up  the  trail 
toward  Coyote. 

"You  were  right,  there  are  two  great  fish  in  the  trap  bigger  than  I 


have  even  seen/'  reported  Old  Man. 

"You  must  be  dreaming/'  said  Coyote. 

"Come  down  with  me  and  see  for  yourself/'  Old  Man  said. 

When  the  two  reached  the  trap.  Coyote  exclaimed , "You  are  so  right. 

These  are  salmon,  chief  among  all  fish.  Let  us  take  them  over  to  that  flat 
place,  and  I will  show  you  what  to  do  with  them." 

When  they  reached  the  open  field.  Coyote  sent  Old  Man  up  the  hill  to 
gather  sunflower  stems  and  leaves. 

"Those  are  salmon  plants,"  Coyote  explained.  "Salmon  must  always  be 
laid  on  sunflower  stems  and  leaves." 

Old  Man  spread  the  sunflower  plants  upon  the  ground.  Coyote  placed  the 
salmon  on  them,  and  proceeded  to  show  Old  Man  how  to  prepare  the  salmon. 

"First,  put  a stick  in  the  salmon's  mouth  and  bend  it  back  to  break 
off  the  head.  Second,  place  long  sharp  poles  inside  the  salmon 
lengthwise  to  hold  for  roasting  over  your  campfire,"  said  Coyote. 

"Now  remember  this,"  he  continued.  "The  first  week  go  down  to  the  trap 
and  take  out  the  salmon  every  day.  But  when  fixing  it,  never  use  a knife 
to  cut  it  in  any  way.  Always  roast  the  fish  over  the  fire  on  sticks,  the  way 
I have  shown  you.  Never  boil  salmon  the  first  week.  After  the  salmon  is 
roasted,  open  it  carefully  and  take  out  the  backbone  without  breaking  it. 
Also,  save  the  back  part  of  the  head  for  the  sacred  bundle-never  eat  that. 

"If  you  do  not  do  these  things  as  I have  told  you,  either  a big  storm 
will  come  up  and  you  will  be  drowned,  or  you  will  be  bitten  by  a 
rattlesnake  and  you  will  die. 

"After  you  have  taken  out  the  salmon's  backbone,  wrap  it  and  the  back 
of  the  head  carefully  in  tules,  the  marsh  grasses,  to  make  a sacred  bundle, 
then  place  it  somewhere  in  a tree,  where  it  will  not  be  bothered.  If  you  do 
as  I tell  you,  you  will  always  have  plenty  of  salmon  in  your  trap. 

"I  am  telling  you  these  sacred  things  about  the  salmon  because  I am 
going  to  die  sometime.  I want  you  and  your  tribe  to  know  of  the  best  way  to 
care  for  and  use  your  salmon.  After  this,  your  men  will  always  place 
their  fish  traps  up  and  down  the  river  to  catch  salmon.  The  man  having 
the  first  trap  will  be  Chief  of  the  Salmon,  and  the  others  should  always 
do  anything  he  tells  them  to  do. 

"After  the  first  week  of  the  salmon  season,  you  can  boil  your  salmon 
or  cook  it  any  way  you  wish.  But  remember  to  always  take  care  of  the  bones, 
wrapping  them  in  a sacred  bundle  - never  leaving  them  where  they  can  be 
stepped  upon  or  stepped  over." 

For  the  next  few  days  each  time  Old  Man  went  down  to  his  fish  trap  in 
the  morning,  he  found  twice  as  many  salmon  as  on  the  day  before.  Coyote 
showed  him  how  to  dry  fish  to  prepare  them  for  winter  use.  Before  long  they 
had  a large  scaffold  covered  with  drying  fish. 

People  of  the  Sanpoil  tribe  saw  the  fish  and  noticed  how  well  Old  Man 
and  Old  Woman  were  doing.  They  went  to  their  hogans  and  told  others 
about  the  big  red  fish  called  salmon,  and  about  the  tall  young  stranger 
who  taught  Old  Man  about  caring  for  the  salmon. 

Soon  thereafter,  all  the  people  came  to  see  for  themselves.  Old  Man 
and  Old  Woman  invited  them  to  feast  on  their  roasted  salmon.  The  old  couple 
explained  how  their  new  grandson-in-law  had  shown  them  how  to  trap  the 
salmon  and  dry  them  for  winter  food. 

To  this  day,  the  Sanpoils  say  their  tribe  harvests  the  salmon  in  exactly 
the  way  that  Coyote  taught  their  ancestors  long,  long  ago. 

With  love  and  respect, 

Wichi :tye 

Note:  Traditional  stories,  as  this,  are  in  the  Public  Domain. 

"RE:  Ramsey  Muniz  Still  in  Solitary  Confinement"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Dec  1998  22:18:26  -0600 
From:  "Irma  L.  Muniz"  <aou@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Ramsey  Muniz  Still  in  Solitary  Confinement 

Dear  Friends: 

Enclosed  are  writings  from  Ramsey  Muniz,  who  suffers  in  the  dungeons  of 
solitary  confinement.  Please  distribute  widely.  I will  be  visiting  with 


Ramsey  on  December  30th,  to  send  him  the  love  and  strength  needed  to 
endure  all  injustices  committed  against  him. 

"We,  the  Mexicas  of  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun,  must  demonstrate  that 
the  culture  of  resistance,  which  has  forever  shaped  Mexica  history,  is 
still  a formidable  challenge  in  the  21st  Century." 

Culture  of  Resistance 

The  term  "culture  of  resistance"  cam  into  my  heart  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  like  a flash  of  lightning  and  drums  of  thunder  pounding  in  my  heart 
and  mind.  It's  all  about  resistance.  We  must  have  it  in  our  hearts  to 
resist  the  evils  and  misgivings,  slavery,  oppression  and  injustices  of  the 
new  world  order.  We  must  have  it  in  our  hearts  to  resist  the  evil 
temptations  of  the  existing  political  parties  in  this  society.  We  must 
resist  all  ignorance,  self-hatred,  jealousy,  and  malinches  within 
ourselves . 

In  ancient  times  our  people  resisted  and  finally  conquered,  building  the 
greatest  civilization  ever.  I was  there  when  the  invaders  came,  infested 
with  the  parasites  of  injustices,  and  destroyed  our  people  and  records. 

We  resisted  and  fought  like  the  mighty  warriors  we  are  today,  leaving  a 
message  for  the  future  generations  - those  not  even  born.  We  continued  to 
resist  throughout  our  times  of  slavery.  We  refused  the  chains  of  slavery 
and  the  injustices  preyed  on  the  lives  of  our  families. 

In  1531  Tonantzin  (Mexica  Earth  Mother)  suddenly  became  Virgin  of 
Guadalupe.  Tonantzin's  local  name  was  "Coatlatica",  or  "Coatlazupeo . " 
Translated  to  its  nearest  Christian  cognate,  it  becomes  "Guadalupe." 

Remember  Miguel  Hidalgo  y Costilla,  who  early  of  the  morning  of 
September  16th,  1810,  rang  the  church  bells  of  Dolores  to  proclaim  the 
independence  of  his  nation  with  hoarse  cries  of  Viva  Mexico! 

Remember  "los  ninos  heroes"  (the  heroic  children),  who  on  September  13, 
1847,  were  charged  with  defending  Chapultepec  castle  against  the  American 
invasion.  Rather  than  submitting  to  surrender,  the  Mexica  lads  clad 
themselves  in  Mexican  flags,  and  leaped  to  their  deaths  from  the  ramparts. 
Here  we  are  in  the  present  days  of  America,  begging  to  be  accepted  into  a 
nightmare,  refusing  truly  that  our  hearts  await  the  awakening  of  our 
culture  which  is  resistance. 

Remember  Benito  luarez  - a Zapotec  indian  from  the  sierra  of  Oaxaca  who 
in  April  of  1867,  escorted  the  last  French  troops  from  Mexico  City,  and 
where  we  now  celebrate  "Cinco  de  Mayo."  So  far  our  culture  of  resistance 
has  driven  out  two  invaders  - the  Spaniards  and  the  French,  and  this  is 
due  to  the  resistance  in  our  hearts. 

Remember  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  in  the  formation  and  declaration  of  a 
revolution  in  1908/1910,  who  later  was  killed  during  his  political 
imprisonment  in  the  USP  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  where  his  spirits  of  love 
and  resistance  remain. 

Remember  Emiliano  Zapata,  Pancho  Villa,  and  the  young  Mexicas  who  were 
massacred  on  October  2,  1968,  on  the  Plaza  of  Three  Cultures  in  the 
labyrinthine  Tlatelolco  - the  site  of  Cuauhtemoc' s final  battle  with 
Cortez.  Is  it  destiny,  is  it  visionary,  or  is  it  resistance?  Que  no  se 
les  olvide  el  dia  dos  de  octubre.  Never  forget  October  2nd!  Mexico  and 
Aztlan  never  have.  Tlatelolco  has  become  a part  of  our  history  handed 
down  from  one  generation  to  the  next,  and  honored  as  the  place  where  the 
waters  parted  and  the  resistance  of  the  Mexicas  to  this  oppressive  system 
was  incubated. 

Remember  el  maestro  Lucio  Cabanas  Barrientos  - son  of  campesinos  from 
San  luan  de  los  Flores.  Lucio 's  grandfather,  Pablo,  was  a Zapatista 
General  under  Emiliano  Zapata.  Lucio  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by 
an  army  ambush,  cornered  in  a sierra  ravine  on  December  2nd,  1974,  under 
the  regime  of  the  then  president  Echeverria  of  the  oppressive  political 
party  (PRI).  One  day  it  will  be  RIP  (rest  in  peace). 

Remember  Fernando  Yanez,  "Comandante  German,"  and  "Subcomandante  Marcos, 
"who  formed  the  Zapatista  army  of  national  liberation  (EZLN)  in  the 
lacandon  jungle  of  south  eastern  Chiapas,  fighting  against  the  annexation 
of  America's  economic,  political  and  hatred  intervention  into  the  holy 
land  of  Mexico,  and  presently  trying  to  destroy  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
our  Mexicas  here  in  Aztlan  - trying  but  not  succeeding,  because  now  we 
will  witness  the  resistance  - the  cultural/spiritual  resistance  of  the 


Mexicas  of  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun.  It  is  the  resistance  that  will 
lead  us  into  the  21st  Century.  Even  at  this  hour,  where  I find  myself  in 
solitary  confinement,  in  the  cold  mode  of  darkness,  I proudly  raise  the 
spirit  and  Mexica  banner  of  resistance.  I will  never,  never  submit  to  the 
manner  and  means  of  enslavement.  Take  my  life  first,  because  I will  break 
the  chains  of  injustices! 

I am  alive  when  all  others  feel  dead. 

But  I am  death 
For  all  who  fear  life. 

I am  the  Warrior  Mexica  of  the 
Sixth  Sun  awakened  from  the  slumber 
of  500  years  of  enslavement. 

I am  all  that  I will,  I am  all  that  was, 

I am  all  that  will  be. 

I am  the  Mexica  of  the  Sixth  Sun. 

Ramiro  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 
http://home.earthlink.net/~aou/ 

Please  write  a letter  to  your  congressman  or  congresswoman,  asking  that 
they  call  and  write  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  on  Ramsey's  behalf.  Contact  the 
following: 

Greg  Hershberger,  Director 

North  Central  Region  Bureau  of  Prisons 

Gate  Complex  Tower  II  - 8th  Floor 

4th  & State  Avenue 

Kansas  City,  KS  66101-2492 

(913)  621-3939 

(913)  551-1130 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Director 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  St.  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20534 
(202)  307-3198 
(202)  514-6878 

"RE : Arbitrary  Detention  Mixteco"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Dec  1998  03:15:12  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : OMCT : Arbitrary  detention/Mixteco  Indigenous  people 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  "omct@omct.org"  <omct@omct . org> 

Date:  Tue,  22  Dec  1998  17:14:47  +0100 

Case  MEX  221298 

The  International  Secretariat  of  the  OMCT  requests  your  URGENT 
intervention  in  connection  with  the  following  situation  in  Mexico. 

Brief  description  of  the  situation 

The  Secretariat  has  been  informed  by  the  Mexican  League  for  the  Defence  of 
Human  Rights  (LIMEDDH),  a member  of  the  OMCT  network,  of  its  concern  with 
respect  to  the  situation  of  four  men  belonging  to  the  Mixtec  indigenous 
population:  Anastacio  Ramirez  Simona,  Sabino  Adelaido  Garcia,  Esteban 
Leobardo  Epitacio  and  Alfonso  Oliva  Morales  detained  in  Mexico. 

According  to  information  received,  on  August  20th  1998  Anastacio  Ramirez 
Simona,  Sabino  Adelaido  Garcia,  Esteban  Leobardo  Epitacio  and  Alfonso  Oliva 
Morales,  indigenous  Mixtecans  and  survivors  of  the  El  Charco  Massacre,  were 
testifying  as  defence  witnesses  for  the  prisoners  Erika  Zamora  Pardo  and 
Efren  Cortes  Chavez  when  they  were  detained  on  warrants  issued  by  the 
Second  District  ludge  Mrs.  Xochitl  Guido  Guzman,  who  had  summoned  them  to 
the  trial  at  the  request  of  the  prisoners'  attorney,  Mr.  lose  Sanchez 
Sanchez . 

These  detained  persons  are  part  of  a group  of  17  Mixtecans  who  were 


previously  arrested  by  troops  of  the  Mexican  Army  on  Dune  7th  last  in  the 
Charco  and  who  were  released  several  days  later  for  lack  of  evidence.  They 
had  been  accused  of  being  part  of  a supposed  guerilla  attack  against  a 
detachment  of  the  Mexican  army.  However,  on  Dune  22nd  the  General  office  of 
the  Prosecutor  (Procuraduria  General)  of  the  Republic  requested  the  judge 
to  issue  warrants  of  arrest  against  these  same  peasants  on  the  charges  of 
conspiracy  and  rebellion.  The  men  filed  a writ  of  Amparo  against  this 
measure  to  the  Third  Dudge  without  effect  because  the  judge  required  them 
to  deposit  a guarantee  of  ten  thousand  pesos  each  and  they  were  unable  to 
do  it  in  view  of  their  scant  resources.  Consequently,  they  failed  to  obtain 
a temporary  suspension  of  the  warrants  of  arrest. 

According  to  information  from  LIMEDDH  since  that  time  they  have  been 
detained  in  the  penal  detention  center  of  Acapulco  in  connection  with  file 
no.  1798,  penal  case  49/98,  in  process  before  the  Second  District  tribunal 
in  Acapulco.  During  4 months  they  have  been  unable  to  see  their  families  in 
view  of  the  great  distance  from  their  place  of  origin  and  the  lack  of 
funds.  According  to  the  information,  their  detention  conditions  are 
precarious . 

Their  defence  lawyer  filed  a writ  of  Amparo,  accepted  by  the  Dudge,  Mrs. 
Xochilt  Guido  Guzman  in  the  Second  District  tribunal.  She  considered  the 
arrest  warrant  signed  by  the  judge  as  a violation  of  fundamental  guarantees 
and  transmitted  the  order  to  the  third  District  Tribunal  for  an  order  of 
release  to  be  issued. 

According  to  the  reports,  the  members  of  the  indigenous  population  were 
tortured  by  men  in  civilian  clothes  in  the  military  installations  of 
Cumbres  de  Llano  Largo,  Guerrero,  to  force  them  to  sign  a statement  drafted 
by  these  same  military  men,  accusing  other  peasants  of  having  invited  the 
villagers  to  a meeting  with  the  guerilleros. 

Action  requested 

Please  write  to  the  Mexican  authorities  urging  them  to: 

i.  put  into  effect  the  writ  of  Amparo  in  favour  of  the  above  mentioned 
persons,  in  accordance  with  the  law; 

ii.  carry  out  a thorough  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  presumed  acts 
of  torture  performed  against  the  persons  mentioned  above,  identify  those 
responsible,  bring  them  before  a civil  competent  and  impartial  tribunal  and 
apply  the  penal,  civil  and/or  administrative  sanctions  provided  by  law; 

iii.  ensure  the  indigenous  people  adequate  compensation  and  reparation; 

iv.  ensure  in  all  circumstances  respect  for  human  rights  and  fundamental 
freedoms  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  national  laws  and 
international  human  rights  standards. 

Addresses 

Lie.  Hugo  Perez  Bautista,  Presidente  del  Tribunal  Superior  de  Dusticia  del 
Estado  de  Guerrero 

Fax  01(747)  2 41  91 

Lie.  Xochitl  Guido  Guzman,  Duzgado  Segundo  de  Distrito,  Tel.  (74)  86  48  37. 

Lie.  Lucitania  Garcia  Ortiz,  Duzgado  Tercero  del  Distrito,  Acapulco. 

Lie.  Angel  Heladio  Aguirre  Rivero,  Gobernador  del  Estado  de  Guerrero, 

Palacio  de  Gobierno  Sot.  2,  Plaza  Principal  39000,  Chilpancingo,  Gro.  Tel.y 
Fax.  (747)  1 18  81  Tel  (747)  2-24  89,  fax  (747)  2-73  91 

Diplomatic  representatives  of  Mexico  accredited  to  your  country 

Copies  to 

Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon,  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos, 
Palacio  Nacional  Patio  de  Honor,  Piso  1,  Col.  Centro,  06067  Mexico  DF  Tel 
(525)  3 95  67  00,  Fax  (525)  2 77  23  76  and  3 95-6790 
webpage  http://www.presidencia.gob.mx/ 

Lie.  Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa,  Secretario  de  Gobernacion,  Tel:  5 46  53  50 
Con  atencion  a Lie.  Agustin  Davila  Secretario  de  Agenda.  ( Tel:  5 35  55  05 


Fax:  5 46  53  50) 


Dr.  Jorge  Madrazo  Cuellar,  Procurador  General  de  la  Republica  Procuraduria 
General  Fax:  (525)  7 27  28  27 

Geneva,  December  22  1998 

Kindly  inform  us  of  any  action  undertaken  quoting  the  code  of  this  appeal 
in  your  reply. 

Organisation  Mondiale  Contre  la  Torture  (OMCT) 

World  Organisation  Against  Torture  (OMCT) 

37-39  Rue  de  Vermont 
Case  postale  119 
C FI-1211  Geneve  20  CIC 
Suisse/Switzerland 
Tel.  : 0041  22  733  31  40 
Fax  : 0041  22  733  10  51 
E-mail  : omct@omct.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Randy  Reeves"  

Date:  Fri,  01  Jan  1999  22:57:32  +0100 

From:  Celine  - CSIA/LPSG-France  <Celine.Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub  j : Fwd  : Randy  Reeves 

Dec.  29,  1998--- 
NEBRASKA: 

In  Lincoln,  the  jury  foreman  in  the  murder  trial  of  Randy  Reeves  is 
imploring  state  officials  to  commute  Reeves'  death  sentence  to  life  in 
prison.  In  a letter  to  the  head  of  the  state  Parole  Board,  Alan  Griffin 
said  he  likely  would  have  voted  to  convict  Reeves  of  a lesser  crime  if 
jurors  had  been  given  that  option  before  deliberations. 

"Had  we  been  given  a choice,  I would  certainly  have  considered  voting 
to  convict  him  of  a lesser  degree  of  murder,  and  probably  would  have  voted 
to  convict  him  of  second-degree  murder,"  wrote  Griffin,  information  systems 
coordinator  for  the  Lincoln  Planning  Department. 

"I  believe  that  Mr.  Reeves  does  not  deserve  a sentence  of  death." 

Creighton  University  Law  professor  Dick  Shugrue  said  such  pleas  are 
unusual,  but  not  rare.  "It  doesn't  happen  often  that  a foreman  makes  a 
plea,"  he  said.  "But  this  is  not  a one  in  a 1,000-year  occurrence." 

He  said  the  letter's  legal  value  was  "zero." 

The  request,  addressed  to  Parole  Board  chairwoman  Jean  Lovell,  was 
received  Monday  by  the  state  Pardons  Board. 

Reeves,  42,  is  scheduled  to  die  in  Nebraska's  electric  chair  Jan.  14  for 
the  murders  of  Janet  Mesner  and  Vicki  Lamm  inside  a Quaker  meeting  house 
in  Lincoln  March  29,  1980.  An  all-white  Lancaster  County  District  Court 
jury  convicted  Reeves  April  1,  1981,  on  two  counts  of  felony  murder. 

Reeves  is  an  American  Indian. 

Before  deliberations,  trial  Judge  Dale  Fahrnbruch  rejected  a defense 
motion  to  instruct  the  jury  on  second-degree  murder  and  manslaughter, 
neither  of  which  carry  the  death  penalty. 

Griffin  declined  comment  Monday.  His  letter  to  Lovell  is  part  of  the 
information  parole  officials  have  been  collecting  in  the  Reeves  case. 

That  information  will  be  used  by  the  Nebraska  Board  of  Pardons  when  it 
considers  Reeves'  almost  certain  application  for  a commutation.  Secretary 
of  State  Scott,  a Pardons  Board  member,  said  Monday  he  did  not  "know  how 
significant"  the  letter  would  be  to  the  board.  "It's  certainly  unusual 
to  get  a letter  like  this,"  he  said.  In  the  past,  Moore  said,  he  has  asked 
those  appearing  before  the  pardons  board  who  believed  their  sentences  too 
harsh  to  support  those  assertions  with  juror  statements. 


"I've  said,  'Bring  me  some  jury  members,'"  Moore  said.  "It  never 
happened . " 

Other  Pardons  Board  members  include  Attorney  General  Don  Stenberg  and 
Gov.  Ben  Nelson.  Nelson  will  be  replaced  Ian.  7 when  Gov. -elect  Mike 
Dohanns  is  sworn  into  office.  Stenberg' s office  had  not  yet  received  the 
letter,  a spokeswoman  said  Monday,  Dohanns  was  expected  to  comment  on  the 
letter  in  a news  conference  this  morning,  spokesman  Chris  Peterson  said. 

In  his  letter,  Griffin  said  he  remembered  the  frustration  he  felt  during 
deliberations  in  trying  to  recall  several  weeks  of  complex  trial  testimony. 
Durors  could  not  take  notes  in  the  trial  and  could  not  review  transcripts, 
he  wrote. 

He  said  jurors  discussed  only  whether  Reeves  was  insane  at  the  time  of 
the  murders.  Durors  ultimately  rejected  defense  arguments  that  alcohol  and 
peyote,  a hallucinogen,  severely  impaired  Reeves'  judgment. 

"Once  that  was  done,  our  only  choice  was  to  find  him  guilty,"  Griffin 
wrote . 

Reeves  was  heavily  intoxicated  and  under  the  influence  of  peyote  when  he 
climbed  through  a kitchen  window  of  the  Quaker  meeting  house  early  on  the 
morning  of  March  29,  1980,  and  brutally  stabbed  Mesner  and  Lamm.  He  did 
not  have  a significant  violent  criminal  record  prior  to  the  murders. 

Defense  attorney  Hutchinson  said  the  letter  underscored  legal  arguments 
she  and  other  attorneys  have  made  all  along.  "The  irony  is,  what  the  jury 
foreman  is  saying  is  exactly  what  we've  been  arguing  in  theory,"  she  said. 
Hutchinson  and  several  of  Reeves'  former  attorneys  have  claimed  jurors  were 
forced  to  convict  him  of  a capital  murder  because  the  trial  judge  refused 
to  give  instructions  on  lesser  homicides. 

The  8th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  agreed  with  Reeves  on  the  issue  in 
1997,  ordering  Nebraska  to  either  resentence  or  retry  him.  But  in  Dune, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  appeals  court  ruling. 

The  high  court  said  Nebraska  courts  are  not  required  to  give  instructions 
because,  under  state  law,  neither  manslaughter  nor  second-degree  murder  are 
considered  lesser  homicides  to  felony  murder. 

"Federal  courts  have  said  it's  a state  court  problem,"  Hutchinson  said. 

"No  court  has  ever  said  it's  a terribly  unfair  situation  to  put  a jury." 

Earlier  this  month,  Hutchinson  filed  a motion  in  state  district  court 
arguing  that  Reeves'  execution  would  violate  the  equal  protection  clause 
of  the  Nebraska  Constitution.  A hearing  on  the  motion  is  scheduled  for 
Dan.  4. 

"Right  now,  if  you're  a minority,  you're  five  times  more  likely  to  get 
the  death  penalty  in  Nebraska,"  she  said.  2 of  the  3 men  executed  since 
Nebraska  resumed  capital  punishment  in  1994  were  black. 

Hutchinson  acknowledged  that  Griffin's  letter  was  void  of  value  as  a legal 
argument . 

"But  that's  why  we  have  a pardons  board,  to  look  at  the  fairness  of  an 
issue,"  she  said. 

"The  person  who  sat  through  the  whole  trial  and  heard  the  whole  thing  is 
saying  he  (Reeves)  does  not  deserve  to  die.  That's  what's  significant." 
(source:  Lincoln  Dournal  Star) 

Nebraska  Board  of  Pardons: 

Governor-Elect  Mike  Dohanns 
State  Capitol 
PO  Box  94848 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-4848 
402-471-2244;  Fax:  471-6031 

Scott  Moore,  Secretary  of  State 
State  Capitol 
Suite  2300 
Lincoln,  NE  68509 
402-471-2554;  Fax:  471-3237 

Don  Stenberg  , Attorney  General 
State  Capitol,  Room  2115 
P.0.  Box  98920 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-8920 


402-471-2455;  Fax:  471-3297 


Rick  Halpenin 
AI-Texas 

E-mail  : rhalperi@POST.CIS.SMU.EDU 
"RE : Native  Prisoner"  -- 


Date:  Sat,  02  lan  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Hanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Hanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Death  Row  Inmates  at  Oklahoma  State  Prison 


Oklahoma  State  Prison 

[inmate's  name  and  number  goes  here] 

P.O.  Box  97 
McAlester,  OK  74502 

Howard  Marquey,  #129927  D.R. 

Herald  Harjo,  #149373  D.R. 
lames  Robedeaux,  #098515  D.R. 

Stephen  White,  #138939  D.R. 

Maximo  Salazar,  #174194  D.R. 

Barney  Marshall  Dr.,  #197037  D.R. 

Mark  Hohnson,  #213667  D.R. 

Hohnson  Wisdom,  226483  D.R. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OH"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 


http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub  j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  87/88 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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GIVE  yourself  a better  life, 
fed  from  deeper  Springs, 
fed  from  the  eternal  fount. 

Soul  and  source  of  things; 

Give  to  friend  and  child  and  wife 
All  the  gifts  you  may; 

But-- 

Give  yourself  a better  life 
Now  on  Christmas  Day. 

Man  of  great  or  little  pelf. 

Make  this  present  to  yourself. 

-Sam  Walter  Foss. 

in  Christian  Endeavor  World. 


Blow,  bugles  of  battle,  the  marches  of  peace; 

East,  west,  north,  and  south,  let  the  long  quarrel  cease; 
Sing  the  song  of  great  joy  that  the  angels  began. 

Sing  of  glory  to  God  and  good  will  to  man! 

Hark!  joining  in  chorus 
The  heavens  bend  o'er  us! 

The  dark  night  is  ending  and  the  dawn  has  begun. 

Rise,  hope  of  the  ages,  arise  like  the  sun. 

All  speech  flow  to  music,  all  hearts  beat  as  one! 

-3ohn  G.  Whittier 


0,  welcome  to  the  glad  New  Year, 

The  fair,  young  king  is  here  - is  here; 
We  heard  his  footfall  on  the  snow; 

We  knew  that  he  was  coming  when 
We  heard  the  winds  in  field,  and  glen. 
Their  clarion  bugles  blow. 


FR0M  NEAR  WHERE  SANTA  CLAUS  LIVES. 


Among  our  acquaintances  there  is  no  one  living  nearer  to  where  our 
imagination  leads  us  to  believe  is  the  abode  of  Santa  Claus,  than  does 
our  Indian  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Marsden,  whose  home  is  in  Alaska,  which  in 
most  minds  seems  to  be  in  the  region  of  the  north  pole. 

Isn't  there  where  Santa  Claus  lives? 

Hence  his  letter  for  the  HELPER  comes  in  most  appropriately  for  the 
Christmas  number. 

In  Duly  last,  Mr.  Marsden  arrived  at  his  home  in  Metlakahtla,  after  a 


number  of  years  in  the  East  at  college  and  attending  Theological 
Seminary  and  Law  School. 

He  says: 

There  was  an  unusual  stir  at  our  house  when  our  boat  arrived  at  home 
about  the  middle  of  last  Duly,  The  members  of  our  family  all  gathered 
together  to  welcome  and  congratulate  the  long  absent  student. 

What  a joyous  welcome  they  gave,  and  what  a pleasant  time  we  had  that 
day. 

In  due  time  I had  my  load  unpacked. 

The  objects  of  interest  to  my  family  and  friends  were  my  piano,  "baby" 
organ,  cornet,  auto-harp,  ocarinas,  500  books,  type  writer,  small 
printing  press,  cameras,  medical  and  emergency  case,  photographs  and  so 
forth . 

My  first  duty  after  a few  days  was  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  my  own 
house  and  family.  Our  house  was  not  in  a very  comfortable  condition, 
but  in  a few  weeks  I had  fitted  up  a good  sitting  room,  four  bed  rooms, 
papered  and  painted,  a library,  added  a photographic  room,  and  had 
painted  the  whole  house. 

On  Sundays,  I had  charge  of  the  Sunday  School  and  taught  a Bible  class 
of  young  men.  Then  we  had  preaching  and  prayer  services,  and  all  these 
kept  me  occupied. 

About  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  I was  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  a 
litigation  before  the  U.S.  Commissioner  from  Wrangel.  The  case  was 
about  some  real  property  which  the  plaintiff  had  inherited  from  his 
uncle,  and  of  which  he  was  unlawfully  deprived  by  his  uncle's  wife.  The 
court  room  was  crowded  with  spectators,  and  an  Indian  attorney  was 
something  very  rare  in  this  country.  We  argued  some  length,  and  after 
examinations  and  cross  examinations  were  done,  the  decision  was  rendered 
in  our  favor. 

What  I want  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  our  people  is  that  any  young 
man  of  whatever  birth  and  nationality  when  he  has  finished  the 
proscribed  course  of  training  in  school,  AND  NOT  UNTIL  THEN,  can  be  of 
useful  service  to  his  family,  people  and  country. 

The  world  will  not  trust  us  fully  when  we  only  go  half  way  in  our 
preparation . 

Let  us  therefore  HOLD  ON  to  the  end  of  the  entire  course,  if  we  mean 
to  do  something  here  on  earth,  and  it  is  so  much  to  our  honor  if  we  drop 
down  dead  before  it  is  completed. 

EDWARD  MARSDEN. 

SAXMAN,  ALASKA,  December  8,  1898. 


(page  2) 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Master  Harcourt  Burns'  papa  renews  his  little  sons'  subscription  and 


sends  Christmas  greetings  for  the  family  to  friends  at  Carlisle. 

The  news  from  Washington  in  the  papers  as  we  go  to  press,  is  to  the 
effect  that  we  have  a new  Secretary  of  the  Interior  - Honorable  Ethan 
Allen  Hitchcock,  of  Missouri. 

1000  cases  of  grip  in  Harrisburg;  hundreds  in  Carlisle.  We  must  be 
watchful  of  drafts  and  wet  feet. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  saw  one  little  boy's  Christmas  present 
before  Santa  Claus  carried  it  to  him.  It  was  the  cutest  of  little 
printing  presses  for  our  friend  Master  Brewster  Gallop,  who  comes  once 
in  a while  from  New  Jersey  to  visit  his  aunt  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Carve  your  Christmas  turkey  right!  Don't  know  how?  Can't  learn 
younger.  One  thing,  don't  haggle!  Do  not  cut  meat  off  in  great 
chunks.  KEEP  THE  FORK  IN  ONE  POSITION  across  the  breastbone  of  the  fowl 
until  it  is  all  sliced  off  ready  to  serve. 

The  young  ladies  of  our  school,  who  look  with  pride  down  at  their 
pretty  shoes  with  thin  soles  will  be  sorry  then  the  order  is  made  that 
all  girls  shall  put  away  fine  shoes  and  wear  only  the  heavy-soled,  such 
as  they  call  "clod-hoppers."  Yet  the  goose-headed  girls,  who  will  not 
wear  over-shoes  without  watching,  may  bring  about  just  such  a 
disagreeable  rule. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  amazed  sometimes  to  hear  girls  with 
excellent  intelligence  about  most  things,  "Quack,"  "Quack,"  like  a 
small-headed  goose,  about  not  taking  cold  when  they  go  on  the  wet  walks 
without  over-shoes.  Science  says:  Shoe-soles  damp  through  make  coughs, 
colds,  consumption.  Quack,  quack,  quack,  says:  "I  never  take  cold." 

Some  months  ago,  one  of  the  so-called  bachelors  on  his  way  to  his  room 
was  asked  where  he  was  going,  and  answered,  Down  to  Middlesex  Park;  and 
so  the  bachelors'  quarters,  on  account  of  being  at  the  northernmost  end 
of  the  grounds  and  away  from  the  other  quarters  have  been  called  ever 
since.  The  members  of  this  fraternity  of  single-blessedness  gave  a 
party  on  last  Friday  evening,  between  the  hours  of  7 and  8 to  their 
gentlemen  and  lady  friends.  So  punctilious  regarding  hours  were  they, 
that  they  had  all  their  alarm  clocks  set  to  go  off  on  the  minute,  and 
the  guests  went  off  at  the  self-same  minute,  and  that  without  much 
ceremony.  The  suite  of  apartments  was  brilliantly  lighted,  which  was  in 
keeping  with  the  brilliancy  of  ye  hosts.  Refreshments  were  of  the 
highest  order,  and  the  time  to  go  came  all  too  soon  for  the  guests  who 
formed  the  happy  company. 

How  was  the  band  concert  last  Saturday  night?  We  will  let  the  town 
papers  speak: 

Those  who  attended  the  Indian  School  Band  concert  on  Saturday  evening 
are  congratulating  themselves  for  having  embraced  the  opportunity.  The 
reputation  of  the  band  before  its  enlargement,  is  so  well  and  favorably 
known  that  comment  is  unnecessary.  Suffice  it  to  say,  since  Director 
Wheelock  has  increased  its  membership,  it  now  ranks  among  the  first  in 
this  section  of  American  soil.  Their  playing  Saturday  evening  was 
superb.  The  execution  of  the  instruments  was  masterly,  and  to  comment 
favorably  on  any  particular  number  would  be  unfair.  The  whole  concert 
was  a grand  success.  --[Evening  Sentinel. 

The  Indian  Band  concert  on  Saturday  night  was  attended  by  a number  of 
Carlislers  and  proved  highly  entertaining  throughout.  It  reflected  much 
credit  on  its  able  leader.  Prof.  Dennison  Wheelock,  and  also  upon  the 
members  for  their  excellent  playing.  -[Daily  Herald. 

Mr.  Oliver  D.  Schock,  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  the  State 
Department  at  Harrisburg,  who  is  personally  known  to  Major  Pratt  sends 
Christmas  greetings  to  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  at  the  Carlisle,  and 
earnest  wishes  that  they  may  realize  a New  Year  that  will  bring  them 
much  happiness  and  great  intellectual  growth.  His  attention  was  called 
to  the  needs  of  our  library  by  a paragraph  in  the  HELPER,  which  he 
speaks  of  as  our  "little  but  interesting  paper"  and  with  his  compliments 
he  sends  two  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  for  which  our 
librarian  is  very  grateful. 

The  printing  office  was  honored  by  a visit  from  little  Edmund 
Wheelock,  who  wanted  more  of  everything  he  saw.  More!  More!  More!  was 
his  cry.  We  did  not  show  him  a type  louse.  He  will  have  to  ask  Miss 


Etta  Wilson  what  the  little  animal  is  like.  She  had  a good  view  of  one 
the  other  day.  It  takes  an  expert  to  show  this  pest  of  the  printing 
office  off  to  advantage,  and  Miss  Wilson  was  greatly  favored  to  be 
present  when  an  expert  had  the  time  to  give  the  exhibition. 

Our  aged  and  much  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  John  Collins,  of  Philadelphia, 
keeps  up  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  to  a remarkable 
degree.  He  has  sent  a Christmas  donation  to  the  HELPER,  which  he  says 
he  reads  with  much  satisfaction.  A calendar  from  him,  on  each  leaf  of 
which  are  most  useful  mottoes  and  quotations  will  hang  where  all  the 
printers  may  read  and  be  benefited.  We  doubt  whether  there  is  a student 
in  the  school  who  can  write  as  clear  and  beautiful  a hand  as  our  friend, 
and  he  is  nearly  85  years  of  age. 
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Fog. 

Poor  ice  for  skating. 

The  days  are  growing  longer. 

245  pupils  have  been  vaccinated. 

NO  HELPER  NEXT  WEEK! ! ! 

Miss  Barr  says  the  hospital  is  full  of  grip  pupils. 

The  picture  in  red  on  last  page  looms  up  well  under  a glass. 

Miss  Nana  and  Miss  Richenda  Pratt  will  spend  Christmas  at  Steelton. 

The  balance  of  the  much  needed  academic  supplies  is  at  last  arriving, 
slowly. 

What  teacher  was  looking  for  her  glasses  and  had  them  on  her  nose  all 
the  while? 

Nearly  all  the  teachers  will  spend  their  Christmas  holidays  among 
friends  at  a distance. 

It  is  well  to  repeat  it:  There  will  be  no  HELPER  printed  next  week. 

We  shall  be  glad  if  you  miss  it. 

Miss  Ericson  is  under  the  weather  and  the  Sloyd  department  closed  on 
Tuesday  until  after  the  holidays. 

Miss  Bender,  formerly  of  our  school  faculty,  but  now  teaching  near 
Philadelphia,  is  expected  next  week. 

Mrs.  Mary  Davis  and  daughter  Gertrude,  of  Mrs.  Pratt's  domestic 
household,  will  spend  the  holidays  in  Harrisburg  with  friends. 

Some  of  the  boys  heard  that  the  girls  were  going  to  be  assassinated, 
and  were  up  in  arms  about  it,  when,  low  and  behold,  it  was  "vaccinated" 
they  were  to  be. 

Rarely  ever  in  wet  weather  is  a small  boy  seen  out  without  his 
overshoes.  We  often  wonder  how  many  times  a day  Mrs.  Given  asks:  "Are 
your  overshoes  on?" 

The  Christmas  buying  by  our  pupils  in  town,  is  giving  to  our  reading 
rooms  a good  supply  of  the  best  reading  matter,  owing  to  the  periodical 
system  now  prevalent  among  the  merchants. 

Two  large  and  handsome  pictures  showing  the  scenery  along  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  decorate  the  walls  of  the  students'  dining  hall, 
a gift  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

There  will  be  entertainment  for  all  next  week.  The  evenings  have  been 
arranged  for.  In  addition  to  stereopticon , and  literary  society  events, 
there  will  be  a sociable,  and  other  pleasures. 

Those  delegated  to  visit  the  societies  tonight  are  Miss  Peter  and  Miss 
Robertson,  the  Invincibles;  Miss  Senseney  and  Miss  Smith,  the  Standards; 
Miss  Seonia  and  Miss  Pauli,  the  Susans. 

The  art  teacher  while  thinking  of  Christmas  presents,  perhaps,  or  some 
other  important  thing:  "Has  any  of  the  children  a rubber  with  a pencil 
on  it?"  which  is  in  keeping  with  "Who  belongs  to  this?" 

In  Miss  Weekley's  room.  No.  9,  the  students  are  preparing  to  discuss 
the  question:  Resolved,  That  the  Nicaragua  canal  should  be  built  and 
controlled  by  the  United  States.  The  morning  class  will  take  the 
negative  and  the  afternoon  the  affirmative,  of  the  question. 

The  skaters  are  pining  for  freezing  weather. 

Christmas  trees  via  trolley  and  wagon  have  arrived. 

Mr.  Standing  made  a flying  trip  to  Philadelphia  last  Saturday  on 
business  for  the  school. 


Strange  how  Santa  Claus  always  remembers  that  we  like  the  real  old 
fashioned  Christmas  tree  better  than  any  other  way  of  getting  presents. 

The  Indian  "Preps"  and  Students  of  Dickinson  are  glorying  in  that  the 
"Exams"  are  over,  and  that  they  passed.  In  some  things  they  stood  well 
up. 

Subscribers  will  observe  that  the  faculty  and  officers  of  our  school 
are  well  read,  and  that  they  are  far  from  being  dull;  in  fact  they  are 
brilliant . 

Are  the  printers  going  to  take  a rest  next  week  if  they  don't  print  a 
HELPER?  By  no  means.  We  will  be  mailing  the  December  Red  Man  through 
the  holidays. 

As  has  been  our  custom  since  we  began,  there  will  be  no  HELPER 
published  during  the  holidays.  No  subscriber  will  be  the  loser,  as  all 
will  get  their  full  number  --  52,  in  the  year's  subscription. 

What  evidence  have  we  that  some  of  our  boys  would  make  good  soldiers? 
They  never  look  back,  as  the  heels  of  their  boots  show  after  they  have 
put  on  fresh  polish. 

Miss  Nana's  and  Richenda's  18  year  old  Decker  which  has  done  such  a 
good  service  was  exchanged  yesterday  for  a fine  Stieff  Baby  Grand.  Now 
for  good  music! 

Dr.  Diven  has  ordered  that  there  shall  be  no  scrubbing  of  porches  or 
sloppy  cleaning  and  hard  work  that  is  not  absolutely  necessary  during 
this  grip  and  vaccination  period. 

Steel  engravings,  portraits  of  prominent  scientists,  literary  men, 
artists  and  statesmen  are  being  put  up  around  the  gallery  of  the  library 
- a pleasing  and  instructive  decoration. 

Mr.  Holland,  formerly  of  the  Land  Division  of  the  Indian  Office,  now 
Supervisor  of  Indian  Schools,  vice  Thos.  P.  Smith,  resigned,  was  among 
the  visitors  of  the  week,  on  his  way  to  his  western  field  of  duty. 

Last  entertainment  was  another  "feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul" 
indulged  in  monthly  by  picked  performers.  The  stage  trimmings  and 
drapery  represented  the  regions  from  where  Santa  Claus  is  supposed  to 
hail,  and  there  was  enough  cotton  snow  and  ice  to  almost  freeze  one  to 
look  at  it.  The  effect  was  pretty,  however,  and  that  was  what  was  aimed 
at  by  the  committee.  The  entertainment  was  fraught  with  Christmas 
sentiment,  and  a beautiful  tableau,  "The  Guiding  Stars"  closed  the 
evening.  The  Band  played,  "The  Nation's  Guard"  for  pupils  to  go  out  by, 
and  they  kept  beautiful  step. 

Who  used  to  be  LITTLE  Lewis  Reuben  writes  from  his  far-away  home  in 
Idaho:  "It  is  impossible  for  me  to  forget  Carlisle.  All  these  years 
that  I have  been  home  I have  never  forgotten  Carlisle.  I am  well  and 
happy."  Lewis  must  be  a big  boy  by  this  time.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  some  boy  stepped  on  Lewis'  foot  when  he  was  here,  and  made  a sore 
in  which  scrofula  showed,  and  his  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  He  had  many 
friends  who  sympathized  with  him  in  his  great  affliction. 
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Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Steel  Eyes"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Sep  1998  17:03:01  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Sub j : Steel  Eyes 

UUCP  email 

Steel  Eyes 


Some  still  say. 


Indians  are  stoic, 
and  steely  eyed. 

Don't  you  love  Stereotypes? 

But,  we  did  not  know  of  steel, 
until  you  came  with  sword  and  shot, 
and  cruelty,  so  long  ago. 

If  steel  is  now  within  us, 

sometimes  looking  out  at  you, 

or  speaking,  do  you  wonder  why  this  is? 

Melted  in  the  crucible, 

of  your  politics, 

the  melting  pot  of  policy. 

Cast  in  your  mold, 
by  Indian  Schools, 
and  8-5  work-a-day. 

Hardened  on  the  anvil, 
of  your  culture, 
with  wars  the  hammer. 

Fired  with  the  fire, 

of  colonialism, 

on  the  forge  of  genocide. 

The  steel  you  made, 
has  been  quenched, 
with  our  own  blood. 

Tempered  with  500  years, 
of  racism  and  hate, 
and  tears 

Is  it  a surprise  that  some, 
can  not  look  us  in  the  eyes, 
or  hear  our  words,  at  work, 
or  on  the  streets  today? 

Perhaps,  they  should  look  deeper, 

and  listen  harder,  for  there  are  other  things, 

much  older  and  more  lasting, 

than  mere  steel. 

Go  and  find  some  water, look  in  those  eyes  there, 
then  tell  me  what  else,  can  you  see? 

Listen  to  your  world,  what  do  you  hear? 

John  Berry 

Oklahoma 

1998 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — 

Date:  Tue,  29  Dec  98  05:48:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  11-18 

IANUALI 

(January) 


(Kaelo) 

11 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  never  diminished. 

12 

In  the  neverending  cycles  of  the  land  is  my  spirit  renewed. 

13 

This  is  the  place  where  rainbows  are  born. 

14 

The  land  was  created  in  the  joining  of  fire  and  water. 

15 

At  the  meeting  of  the  land  and  the  sea,  that  is  where  all  life  begins. 

16 

Ancient  kings  walk  the  mountains  at  night. 

17 

In  the  secret  places  of  the  land  are  found  the  answers  to  life's  mysteries. 

18 

My  parents  taught  me  the  ways  of  the  future;  I teach  my  children  the  ways 
of  the  past. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  04  January  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  30  Dec  1998  09:44:50  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : Gathering  to  Celebrate  1-yr.  Anniversary  of  Ward  Valley  Occupation 

Join  with  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  Ward  Valley 
Coalition  to  Commemorate  and  Celebrate  the  One-Year  Anniversary  of  the 
Victorious  113-Day  Occupation  that  stopped  desecration  of  the  sacred  land  at 
Ward  Valley. 

Come  to  Ward  Valley  February  12-15,  1999  for  a gathering  to  save  sacred 
Indian  land,  the  Colorado  River  & the  desert  tortoise  from  a nuclear  waste 
dump 

Traditional  Ceremonies 

Friday,  February  12  - Saturday,  February  13,  1999 

Strategy  Meeting,  Tours  of  the  Site  and  Workshops 
Sunday,  February  14  - Monday,  February  15 

Join  together  to  let  the  government  and  the  nuclear  industry  know  we  will 
defend  Ward  Valley  until  the  dump  is  stopped  once  and  for  all. 

Ward  Valley  is  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California,  Water  Road  exit  off 
Interstate  40. 

Bring  tent,  sleeping  bag,  warm  clothes,  eating  utensils,  water.  Sanitation 
and  meals  provided. 

Please  bring  bulk  foods  to  share.  Avi  Hotel  and  motels  nearby. 

For  more  information  contact  Save  Ward  Valley  760/326-6267;  Greenaction 
415/566-3475  BAN  Waste  415/752-8678;  Alliance  for  Survival  909/722-7574 
Sponsored  by  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the  Ward  Valley 
Coalition . 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED!  CALL  SAVE  WARD  VALLEY  @ 760/326-6267 
No  drugs,  weapons,  alcohol. 


Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 


Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http://www.greenaction.org 

From  News  From  Indian  Country 


Date:  Tue,  5 Dan  1999  10:48:42  -0600 

From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Powwow  date/Art  Exhibit 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

The  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  — North  America's  Biggest  Pow  Wow 
Sixteenth  Annual  World  Celebration 
April  22  - 24,  1999 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  USA 
For  more  info:  505-836-2810 
Website : www. gat her ingof nations . com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

University  of  Minnesota 
Minneapolis  Campus 
Katherine  Nash  Gallery 

Lower  concourse  of  Willey  Hall-West  Bank 
"ABSENCE/PRESENCE" 

The  Artistic  Memory  of  Holocaust  and  Genocide 

An  exhibition  dealing  with  the  memory  of  the  Holocaust,  Armenian  genocide. 
Native  American  genocide,  genocide  in  the  former  Yugoslavia  and  in  Africa. 
The  artisit  represent  a broad  mix  of  ethnic  and  religious  backgrounds  in 
dealing  with  these  subjects. 

Opening  Reception:  Thursday,  Danuary  7,  1999  at  6-8:00p.m. 

Exhibit  runs  Danuary  7 through  February  25,  1999 
website:  http : //artdept .umn.edu/nash 


Date:  Mon,  04  Danuary  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Blackjack  Mountain 

The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefitting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Shadow  Wolf  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Danet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Dan  9-10  Lehi  River  Peoples,  Mesa,  AZ  602-844-2681 
Dan  16  Pav  Powwow,  Takoma,  WA  253-445-5004 
Dan  17  Mid-winter  Pow-wow,  Braintree,  MA 
617-884-4227 

Dan  23  9th  United  American  Indian  Center 


Green  Bay,  WI  920-436-6630 
3an  29-31  7th  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival 
New  Smyrna,  FL  904-424-0860 

— "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Ian  1999  12:37:17  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@CHEl.CHE.UMN.EDU> 

Sub  j : (Fwd)  NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  January  4-8,  1999 
MON  - 1/4:  Dead  Man  Walking: 

Should  convicted  murderers  or  offenders  of  violent  crimes  be  put  to  death? 

Many  feel  that  the  death  penalty  does  nothing  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
murders  in  this  country,  while  others  feel  that  anyone  convicted  of  a murder 
and  other  serious  violent  crimes  like  rape  and  child  predation  should  be  put 
to  death.  Guests  include  Richard  Dieter-executive  director  for  Death  Penalty 
Information  Center. 

TUE  - 1/5:  Current  Events  99: 

The  new  year  promises  to  bring  new  and  important  challenges  for  the 
Indigenous  World.  On  this  Current  Events  Edition  of  Native  America  Calling 
we  will  update  you  on  the  events  unfolding  in  Native  America  as  well  as 
Mexico  and  South  America.  We  also  invite  you  to  call  in  with  your  local 
issues  and  events.  Scheduled  guests  include  Lakota  activist/actor  Russell 
Means . 

WED  - 1/6:  Border  Crossings: 

Tribes  that  straddle  the  international  borders  like  the  Tohono  O'odham  on 
the  Arizona/Mexico  border  and  the  Mohawks  on  the  Canadian  border  are  running 
into  problems  with  immigration  laws.  Tribal  members  are  being  prohibited  to 
freely  cross  the  borders,  which  splits  their  reservations.  Should  tribes  be 
subjected  to  immigration  laws  if  their  land  crosses  the  international 
borders?  Guests  include  Mike  Flores  former  councilman  for  Tohono  O'odham 
and  border  justice  organizer. 

THU  - 1/7:  Casino  Closures: 

There  are  several  tribes  that  are  facing  closure  of  their  casinos  and 
seizures  of  their  slot  machines.  The  Colville,  Shoalwater  Bay  and  Spokane 
tribes  of  Upstate  Washington  are  several  examples.  Federal  officers  are 
ready  to  close  their  casinos,  which  would  have  devastating  affects  on  the 
tribal  economies..  Are  we  witnessing  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  tribal 
gaming?  Scheduled  guests  include  Butch  Denny  of  the  Santee  Sioux  Tribe. 

FRI  - 1/8:  Dial-A-Doc : 

Sharon  McConnell  welcomes  the  return  of  Dr.  David  Baines  and  Dr.  Tom 
Nighswander  for  another  popular  Dial-A-Doc  show,  complete  with  radio  house 
calls.  Listeners  are  invited  to  ask  questions  concerning  their  general 
health  and  to  find  out  when  to  head  to  a doctor  for  treatment.  That's 
Dial-A-Doc  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin,  AIROS  800-571-6885,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 
Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  far  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 
the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 


John  Trudell,  1998 


You  can  get  AIROS  programs  on  the  web  with  RealAudio  at: 
http://nativecalling.org 

Native  America  Calling  program  schedule  on  AIROS,  available  online 
using  RealAudio  at  the  following  times,  Monday  through  Friday. 
1:00-2:00  Native  America  Calling  Archived  Programs 

7:00-8:00  Native  America  Calling  Archived  Programs 

13:00-14:00  Native  America  Calling 

(M-F  13:01-13:06  National  Native  News) 

19:00:20:00  Native  America  Calling  Archived  Programs 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Tatanka  Cante,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  E.lane  Dodds, 
Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press,  Black  Bear, 
lanet  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  Diane  Kerr,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 

World  Organisation  Against  Torture(OMCT) , Celine  Vaquer,  Irma  L.  Muniz, 

John  Berry,  Glenn  Gehring,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Dustanoldman,  Glenn  Welker, 

Tom  Kizzia  via  Michele  Wright, 

Christine  A.  Penney,  National  Center  for  Democracy/Mexico(Moonlight) 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:27:28  1999 
Date:  Tue,  12  Han  1999  18:07:37  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.003 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"How  smooth  must  be  the  language  of  the  whites,  when  they  can  make 
right  look  like  wrong,  and  wrong  like  right." 

Chief  Black  Hawk,  Sauk 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 
| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 
[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 
i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  received  several  messages  advising  me  Iron  Eyes  Cody,  who  crossed 
over  last  week,  was  a full  blood ...  Italian . Puts  a whole  new  meaning  on 
"Indian  Actor",  doesn't  it?  That  said,  he  was  a wonderful  role  model,  no 
matter  what  his  ethnic  heritage;  and  I hope  a "real"  skin  will  step  forward 
to  fill  the  void.  Our  youth  need  some  strong  examples  of  how  to  live  for 
the  People. 

=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/w\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 

When  you  see  an  appeal  to  write  a letter,  make  a call  or  send  clothing  do 
you  just  shake  your  head  in  sympathy  and  read  on?  Do  you  even  do  that? 

Or  do  you  write  letters  ...  make  calls  ...  assist  as  much  as  you  can? 

WE  are  responsible  for  the  care  of  our  elders  and  youth.  This  is  a thing 
that  comes  with  being  traditional.  WE  are  responsible  for  telling  others 
we  are  not  your  puppy  - get  another  mascot.  WE  are  caretakers  of  our 
ancestors'  graves. 

Each  time  you  fail  to  respond  to  a call  for  help,  YOU  have  given  tacit 
approval  to  those  who  would  let  our  elders  die  or  our  youth  get  lost  in  street 
gangs,  to  those  who  handle  our  ancestors'  remains  as  casually  as  if  they 
were  no  more  than  a pottery  shard,  and  to  those  who  hide  their  open  bigotry 
behind  support  for  an  athletic  team. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Who  Asks 

- Leonard  Peltier 

- Urgent  for  Leonard 

- Call  for  Action  for  Peltier 

- John  Trudell 

at  3udi  Bari  Memorial 

- Appeal  for  Help 

for  ReRoute  Defenders 

- Preservation  of  Earth 

- 55  Reroute 
Temporarily  on  Hold 

- More  on  Manybeads  Case 

- Fate  of  Navajo  Zoo  Unclear 

- Welcoming  Back  of 
the  Thunders  Ceremony 

- Hiding  Genocide 

"RE : who  Asks"  


- Residential  Schools  Healing  Funds 

- Elders  Thrown  Out  of  Homes 

- Homecoming  Dance 

- Story  Teller 

- Report  on  the 

Star  Knowledge  Conference 

- Tribal  Judge's  Status 

- Racism  is  Alive  and  Well 

- Death  Row: 

John  Walter  Castro/Randy  Reeves 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  In  The  Lodge 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 


Date:  Wed,  6 Dan  1999  15:44:06  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Who  asks? 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Comment:  I asked  to  include  this  letter  in  this 

issue  - not  because  it  supports  me,  but 
because  of  the  very  salient  point  it 
makes  about  our  need  to  come  together.] 

As  I read  this  in  W.I.,  I think,  who  asks? 

>After  I posted  the  above  I was  asked  if  I was  Sioux;  and  if  not  what 
business  I had  posting  the  above,  and  what  credence  should  anyone  give 
the  authority  of  my  post  over  the  original. 

>1  am  not  Sioux.  As  I have  said  many  times,  I am  a mixed-blood  Cherokee- 
Blackfoot-Euro . My  source  is  Arvol  Looking  Horse's  brother-in-law,  married 
to  Arvol ' s sister  Beatrice. 

+++++ 

I would  like  to  know  since  when  did  one  have  to  be  of  a Nation  to  help? 

Can  only  a Lakota,  Nakota,  or  Dakota  speak  of  this  with  any  authority? 

I think  not. 

If  this  were  true,  all  of  us  who  work  for  Leonard  Peltier  would  be  asked 
this  question  daily.  What  right  have  we,  who  are  not  of  his  Nation?  But 
we  work  anyway  - brothers  and  sisters,  friends  who  care. 

I have  always  known  about  your  mixed-blood  heritage,  as  you  have  known  of 
mine.  But  I was  born  a Cherokee,  and  will  die  Cherokee.  It  does  not  keep 
me  from  working  for  an  innocent  man's  freedom,  nor  has  it  kept  me  from 
working  with  and  on  many  other  issues. 

I have  to  say  that  I wonder  who  asks  - because  I wonder  if  they  do  the 
kind  of  work  you  do?  If  they  care  about  the  people  in  the  way  you  do?  The 
Elders  of  long  ago  said  we  had  to  work  together .. .when  they  outlawed  the 
Ghost  Dance;  when  Wounded  Knee  II  occurred;  when  Pine  Ridge  was  under  siege. 
Many  people  of  many  Nations  - including  the  Europeans  with  no  Indian  blood, 
but  with  a great  sense  of  justice  - helped.  The  airlifted  in  food  and 
supplies.  One  man  died  there  in  Wounded  Knee  - a white  man  who  bled  to 
death,  yes?  Backpacking  in  supplies,  and  then  got  caught  in  the 
fire. . .through  the  wall.  Along  with  Buddy  Lamont,  who  of  course,  was 
Indian . 

When  Leonard  is  in  danger,  who  asks  then  of  what  Nation  we  are?  No  one 
asks;  they  ask  us  to  help,  and  we  do.  People  of  all  colours,  all  Nations, 
all  over  the  world,  for  heaven's  sake.  It  is  what  we  do,  because  of  who 


we  are.  That  is  all. 

If  they  (outsiders)  can  constantly  conquer  and  divide  - and  if  we  do  this 
to  ourselves,  and  in  essence,  for  them  - they  have  already  won. 

You  have  every  right  to  speak  of  that  which  you  know  to  be  Truth.  You 
have  every  right  to  your  own  Truth,  as  well.  And  besides,  you  were  asked 
by  the  man's  family  to  set  the  record  straight.  This  discord  is  what  makes 
me  want  to  just  back  away  sometimes,  because  it  drains  my  energy.  People 
do  not  seem  to  understand  that  there  are  many  wars  being  waged,  and  that 
the  American  Indians  are  right  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
longest  running  battles. 

I don't  know  exactly  why  I am  writing  this,  except  that  it  just  struck  me 
as  sort  of  petty  and  unjust.  Who  asks  you  this?  Who  asks;  and  what  have 
_they_  done  to  create  peace  and  harmony  among  the  people? 

In  peace,  and  with  best  wishes. 

Freedom  Heart 
++++ 

http: //www. geocities . com/HotSprings/Spa/4539/f reedom . html 
In  Georgia  nights  are  softer  than  a whisper 
Beneath  a quilt  somebody's  mother  made  by  hand... 

...and  there's  something  'bout  the  Southland  in  the  springtime, 

where  the  waters  flow  with  confidence  and  reason 

though  I miss  her  when  I'm  gone  it  won't  ever  be  too  long. 

Till  I'm  home  again  to  spend  my  favourite  season 
When  God  made  me  born  a yankee  he  was  teasin', 
there's  no  place  like  home  and  none  more  pleasin', 
than  the  Southland  in  the  springtime. 

--Indigo  Girls 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Ian  1999  11:48:25  -0600 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : update 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Here  is  a new  update--please  copy  and  distribute  it!  Thanks,  LPDC  office 
staff 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

Important  current  issues:  Danuary  1999 
-Leonard's  health 

-International  support  continues  to  build 
-Getting  Leonard's  case  back  into  court/law  schools 
-Effort  to  gain  executive  clemency 

-Working  for  congressional  hearings  and  investigations 
-Canadian  extradition  report 

UPCOMING  EVENTS: 

-Hunger  fasting  and  Nonviolent  Civil  Disobedience  protests  on  Feb.  6th, 
1999 

-Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  Friday,  Dune  25th  , Saturday,  Dune 
26th,  and  Sunday  Dune  27th 

HEALTH 

Leonard  Peltier  is  currently  suffering  from  complications  of  a previous 
maxilla-facial  surgery  which  he  underwent  at  the  Springfield  Medical 
facility  in  1996.  Because  of  this,  he  is  in  excruciating  pain  everyday  as 
the  pain  in  his  jaw  never  resides. 

As  a child  Leonard  stepped  on  a nail  and  got  tetanus.  This  caused  him  to 
get  lockjaw  and  he  has  had  problems  with  his  jaw  ever  since.  He  also  broke 
his  jaw  once  and  it  never  healed  correctly.  This  is  why  he  was  transferred 


to  Springfield  for  surgery  in  1996.  Dr.  Collins,  one  of  the  prison  doctors, 
had  recommended  that  Leonard  be  treated  at  the  Mayo  clinic  in  Rochester 
because  Springfield  did  not  have  the  proper  facilities.  The  prison  ignored 
this  advice.  During  this  surgery  Leonard  almost  died.  He  was  in  a coma  for 
fourteen  hours  after  the  surgery  and  his  jaw  is  now  in  much  worse  condition 
than  before  he  was  treated. 

Leonard  cannot  bite  or  chew  his  food  because  his  jaw  is  frozen.  He  cannot 
completely  close  or  open  his  mouth.  He  must  eat  by  forcing  food  through  a 
gap  in  his  front  teeth  and  then  mashing  it  against  his  front  teeth  with  his 
tongue.  The  prison  will  not  blend  his  food.  He  suffers  from  excruciating 
headaches  and  jaw  pain  because  of  this  condition. 

This  is  not  the  only  maltreatment  he  received  at  Springfield.  After  the 
operation  he  was  told  that  he  required  radiation  treatment  to  his  jaw.  He 
was  told  that  if  he  did  not  receive  it  he  would  die.  After  a lot  of 
pressure  he  agreed  despite  the  fact  that  he  was  already  weak  and  in  severe 
pain  from  the  surgery.  During  this  time  he  was  kept  in  "the  hole"  which  is 
a cell  that  is  six  by  eight  feet  long.  It  was  infested  with  cockroaches 
and  ants,  he  was  only  allowed  a one  inch  pencil  to  write  with,  he  had  to 
write  on  the  cement  floor,  and  he  was  only  allowed  one  phone  call  a month. 

He  was  not  put  in  isolation  because  his  behavior  had  warranted  any  type  of 
disciplinary  action. 

After  one  month  it  became  apparent  to  Leonard  that  the  surgery  was  a 
complete  failure.  He  refused  to  go  back  to  Springfield  because  of  its 
inhumane  conditions  and  medical  maltreatment.  It  has  been  two  years  and  he 
is  still  waiting  for  treatment  from  the  Mayo  Clinic.  Dr.  Keller,  a 
specialist  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  has  agreed  to  do  the  surgery  but  the  prison 
will  not  transfer  him  there.  Leonard  will  not  sign  any  transfer  papers 
unless  they  specifically  state  that  he  is  going  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  for 
treatment  for  fear  of  being  transferred  back  to  Springfield.  Legal  remedies 
are  currently  being  taken  in  order  to  get  Leonard  the  care  he  needs. 
Meanwhile  please  help  us  pressure  the  BOP,  Leavenworth  prison,  and  Congress 
to  allow  him  to  be  immediately  transferred  to  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

Leonard  has  endured  the  Marion  Control  Unit,  an  attempted  assassination, 
harassment,  and  physical  brutality  for  twenty-three  years  despite  the  fact 
that  the  government  says  they  do  not  know  who  is  responsible  for  the  deaths 
of  the  agents.  It  is  important  now  more  than  ever  that  Leonard  is 
released . 

INTERNATIONAL  SUPPORT 

International  Diplomatic  efforts  are  increasing  to  pressure  on  the  United 
States  to  free  Leonard  Peltier.  The  European  Parliament  and  the  governments 
of  Italy  and  Belgium  have  passed  resolutions  calling  for  clemency  and  for 
Senate/Congressional  investigations  into  the  illegal  FBI  activities  against 
the  people  of  Pine  Ridge. 

GETTING  CASE  BACK  INTO  COURTS 

We  are  currently  looking  for  ways  to  enter  Leonard's  case  back  into  court. 

We  need  research  lawyers,  law  professors,  and  law  students  to  try  to  find 
ways  by  which  to  do  this.  If  you  are  interested  in  researching  Leonard's 
case  you  may  want  to  purchase  The  Trial  of  Leonard  Peltier,  and  the  trial 
transcripts.  We  also  have  the  appeal  decisions  on  disc,  but  we  still  need 
to  get  other  relevant  briefs,  evidentiary  hearings,  etc.  on  the 
computer-hopefully  this  will  be  done  soon.  If  you  find  a possible  strategy 
to  get  Leonard's  case  back  into  court,  we  will  have  you  discuss  it  with 
trial  attorneys  Tony  Serna,  Carl  Nadler,  and  Eric  Seitz.  Anyone  who  is  able 
to  find  a way  to  get  the  case  back  into  court  will  receive  international 
recognition  in  the  legal  community.  Contact  the  LPDC  for  more  information. 

EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY 

In  1993  Ramsey  Clark  filed  for  executive  clemency  on  Leonard's  case. 

Normally  it  takes  six  to  nine  months  for  a response  to  be  received  from  the 
president.  It  has  been  five  years  and  we  have  heard  nothing.  The  only 
response  ever  received  from  Clinton  is  a form  letter  which  we  have  hundreds 
of,  stating  that  it  is  still  being  reviewed  by  the  department  of  justice. 
President  Clinton  has  the  authority  to  look  into  the  status  of  the  "review" 


and  he  has  the  authority  to  grant  clemency  whenever  he  chooses.  The 
Clinton  administration  has  ignored  letters  and  resolutions  from  foreign 
governments,  letters  from  many  prestigious  people,  and  millions  of 
signatures  and  letters  from  the  people  of  the  U.S.  The  government  admits 
that  they  do  not  know  what  involvement  Leonard  may  have  had  in  the  agents' 
deaths.  It  is  an  outrage  that  the  Leonard  is  still  in  prison.  Please 
continue  to  write  Clinton  and  the  Pardon  Attorney-  however  we  must  do  more 
than  this  to  show  our  support  for  Leonard.  We  cannot  be  ignored  any  longer 
while  an  innocent  man  suffers  in  prison. 

CONGRESSIONAL  HEARING  INVESTIGATIONS 

We  are  urging  Congress  to  hold  a congressional  investigation  into  the  Pine 
Ridge  murders  and  Leonard's  illegal  incarceration  which  resulted  from  the 
FBI  and  Dick  Wilson's  Reign  of  Terror.  We  have  the  support  of  various 
Congressional  people  which  is  good,  but,  not  all  of  them  have  the 
jurisdiction  to  initiate  hearings.  Please  continue  to  write  to  your  state 
representatives  and  while  doing  so  ask  them  who,  if  any  in  your  state  have 
the  jurisdiction  to  initiate  hearings.  Please  let  the  LPDC  know  of  any 
responses  you  receive.  We  will  be  passing  the  information  on  to  our 
lobbyist  in  D.C.  Also  write  to  Congressman  Dohn  Conyers  and  Senator  Paul 
Wellstone  to  encourage  them  to  hold  an  investigation.  If  you  are  a 
political  science  major  we  could  use  your  help  and  advice. 

CANADIAN  EXTRADITION  REPORT 

On  15  Dune,  1998  a letter  from  Canada's  federal  Information  & Privacy 
Commissioner  informed  us  that  the  internal  review  of  the  facts  concerning 
Leonard's  extradition  from  Canada  had  been  cleared  for  release  to  the 
public  on  Dune  9,  1998.  The  until-now  secret  report  of  the  internal  review 
of  Leonard's  extradition  from  Canada  done  by  the  Minister  of  Dustice  of 
Canada  in  1995  can  now  be  released  AT  THE  DISCRETION  OF  CANADA'S  MINISTER 
OF  DUSTICE,  The  Hon  Anne  McLellan.  She  is  ignoring  our  requests  to  release 
that  report  on  the  review. 

The  review  was  commissioned  by  the  former  Minister  of  Dustice  in  1995-1996 
& handed  over  to  the  Privacy  Commissioner  in  1997.  The  Privacy  Commissioner 
was  supposed  to  "deal  with  privacy  concerns"  contained  in  that  report  (i.e, 
remove  the  names  of  informants,  etc).  As  soon  as  that  was  done,  according 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  Minister  of  Dustice  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
11  May,  1998,  "...  as  soon  as  I am  satisfied  and  the  Privacy  Commissioner 
is  satisfied  that  we  can  release  that  report  I will  do  so." 

There  is  NO  doubt  that  the  report  will  clearly  state  that  Leonard's 
extradition  was  fraudulently  obtained  by  the  govt  of  the  USA,  & that  will 
mean  that  under  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty  between  Canada  & the 
USA,  Canada  HAS  NO  CHOICE  but  to  present  the  ambassador  of  the  USA  to 
Canada  with  a formal  note  of  diplomatic  protest  & demand  Leonard's 
immediate  return  to  Canadian  soil,  (where  he  will  be  100%  free). 

In  Dune  of  1989,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  the  U.S.  government 
admitted  that  the  documents  used  in  their  request  for  extradition  of  Mr. 
Peltier  were  fraudulent.  (These  fraudulent  documents  are  now  referred  to  as 
the  "Poor  Bear  Affidavits".) 

In  their  1989  decision  in  considering  Leonard's  extradition,  Canada's 
Supreme  Court  stated  that  the  USA  was  "less  than  forthright"  in  the 
extradition  application,  & that  the  US  affidavits  used  to  obtain  the 
extradition  were  "...suspect  to  the  point  of  fraud...".  The  SCC  "strongly 
urge[d]"  the  federal  govt  of  Canada  to  "...  seek  immediate  & effective 
diplomatic  redress...". 

Under  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty  between  Canada  and  the  U.S., 
if  the  party  extraditing  a person  is  shown  to  have  made  the  request 
fraudulently,  regardless  of  intent  to  do  so,  the  person  so  extradited  must 
immediately  be  returned  to  the  country  they  were  extradited  from. 

Needless  to  say,  the  US  Dept  of  Dust-Us  (as  it's  called  in  Indian  Country) 
& the  Canada-desk  at  Secretary  of  State  are  putting  a lot  of  pressure  on 
the  Canadian  govt  to  keep  this  report  under  wraps. 

YOU  CAN  HELP-You  can  help  break  that  report  loose,  & in  the  process 
loosen  the  bars  that  imprison  Leonard.  Call,  write,  fax  and/or  email  your 
US  Congress/Senate  representatives,  or  members  of  the  Doint  House  Foreign 


Affairs  Committee,  expressing  your  concern  about  how  morally  reprehensible 
you  find  the  manner  in  which  Canada  was  duped  by  the  FBI,  & how  the  USA's 
reputation  is  besmirched  by  such  callous  disregard  for  justice  & diplomatic 
protocol . 

You  can  also  call,  write,  fax  and/or  email  Canada's  Minister  of  Justice, 
expressing  your  interest  in  the  "expedient  processing  of  the  report  so  that 
it  can  be  made  public  as  soon  as  possible...,"  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Ask  that  her  communications  staff  send  you  a copy  the  moment  it's 
available.  Mention  any  group  or  organization  you  belong  to,  & how  they  are 
also  interested  in  receiving  a copy,  " . . within  the  shortest  reasonable 
time,  now  that  Canada's  Privacy  Commissioner  has  cleared  it  for  release..." 
Please  let  the  Minister  know  how  you  feel  about  this  judicial  farce  that 
has  cost  an  innocent  man  over  23  years  of  his  life.  A life  as  important  as 
yours,  mine...,  or  hers.  Her  address  is  listed  at  the  end  of  this  update. 

POSTER  DISTRIBUTION 

We  have  a newl7"x22"  beautiful  poster  featuring  a current  image  of  Leonard. 
That  says,  "The  Indian  Wars  Are  Not  Over-Free  Leonard  Peltier  and  all 
Political  Prisoners."  On  the  side  they  say  "Remember  those  who  didn't 
survive  1973-1976."  This  is  followed  by  a list  of  the  people  who  were 
murdered  during  the  "reign  of  terror."  We  need  these  posters  to  be  seen 
everywhere.  Please  have  them  posted  in  classrooms,  tribal  offices, 
activist  offices,  cafes,  etc.  The  posters  can  be  bought  for  five  dollars 
each  or  in  bulk.  Shipping  and  handling  is  an  additional  five  dollars  for 
an  order  of  one  to  ten  posters,  (for  bulk  orders  contact  the  LPDC  to 
negotiate  cost) 

FEBRUARY  6,  1999 

February  6th,  1999  will  mark  Leonard's  twenty-third  year  in  prison. 

Everyone  is  encouraged  to  organize  demonstrations,  vigils,  civil 
disobedience,  and/or  hunger  fasts  in  protest  of  his  incarceration . Please 
let  the  Defense  Committee  know  all  of  the  details  of  what  you  organize  as 
soon  as  you  have  them  along  with  a contact  phone  number  so  that  we  can  help 
publicize  your  events. 

JUNE  25,  26,  & 27  LEONARD  PELTIER  ORGANIZING  CONFERENCE 
WHY  AN  ORGANIZING  CONFERENCE? 

Leonard  Peltier  has  been  in  prison  for  23  years.  Over  the  years  amazing 
accomplishments  have  been  made  which  have  helped  to  educate  many  about  his 
case,  expose  his  innocence,  build  support,  and  most  importantly,  keep  him 
alive.  But,  astonishingly,  we  have  not  yet  gained  his  freedom. 

Twenty-three  years  is  a long  time  and  over  the  years  activity  around  his 
case  has  fallen  and  risen.  The  government  has  shown  us  that  they  in  no  way 
intend  to  simply  do  the  right  thing  and  let  Leonard  out.  It  is  obvious 
that  at  this  point  we  need  to  be  better  organized  and  dedicated  to  his 
freedom  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  a massive  collective  effort  of  the 
people. 

Now  is  a time  for  unity.  Over  the  years  people  have  had  many  ideas  and 
strategies  on  how  Leonard's  freedom  could  be  obtained.  Often  times 
conflicts  arise  as  to  what  kind  of  activity  is  appropriate.  While  all 
strategies  planned  must  be  known  and  okayed  by  Leonard  and  we  must  all  work 
on  the  same  page,  we  feel  that  we  must  encourage  everyone  to  do  what  they 
do  best  and  we  must  work  on  every  possible  level  simultaneously--from  grass 
roots  to  lobbying  to  legal  strategies.  We  want  everyone  who  attends  this 
conference  to  go  home  better  prepared  to  organize  with  a feeling  of  renewed 
dedication  and  unity. 

The  workshops  and  presentations  will  include  a legal  presentation,  update, 
and  question  and  answer  session  by  Leonard's  lawyers,  a presentation  on 
prison  issues,  a presentation  on  the  current  international  campaign  to  free 
Peltier,  a workshop  on  lobbying  our  elected  officials  to  help  free  Peltier, 
a work  shop  on  grass  roots  organizing,  and  a workshop  on  the  movement  to 
free  all  political  prisoners.  Jennifer  Harbury,  Irma  Muniz  for  Ramsey 
Muniz,  Helen  Felix  Baca,  Attorney  Carl  Nadler,  Pam  Africa,  are  some  of  the 
people  who  have  already  confirmed  to  help  give  presentations  and  run 
workshops.  Many  more  are  being  invited.  Make  arrangements  now  to  come  to 


Kansas  for  this  weekend!  If  you  are  flying,  Kansas  City  is  the  closest 
airport.  Many  details  are  being  worked  out  now,  so  call  the  Committee  for 
more  information. 


SAMPLE  LETTERS  TO  CLINTON 
Dear  Mr.  President  Clinton, 

I am  writing  you  in  concern  of  racism  in  the  United  States  of  America  and 
more  specifically,  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been 
incarcerated  now  for  twenty-three  years  despite  the  fact  that  the 
government  has  conceded  on  numerous  occasions  that  they  do  not  know  who  is 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of  the  agents  or  what  part  Leonard  Peltier  may 
have  had  in  them.  This  blatant  disregard  for  justice  exemplifies  and 
symbolizes  an  attitude  of  racism  toward  Native  Americans  by  the  United 
States  government.  I do  not  believe  that  relations  between  our  nations  can 
be  healed  while  Leonard  Peltier  remains  behind  bars. 

Between  1973  and  1976  over  sixty  Native  people  were  murdered  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  which  was  why  Leonard  Peltier  chose  to  go  there  and 
protect  those  that  were  being  targeted  for  these  killings.  NONE  of  these 
murders  have  ever  been  investigated.  What  does  it  say  to  Native  people  and 
conscientious  non-Native  people  when  a government  shows  no  concern  over  the 
deaths  of  Native  Americans  but  yet  will  go  to  any  length  to  blame  the 
deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  on  an  Indian,  innocence  not  being  a factor?  Why 
should  we  have  faith  in  the  U.S.  justice  system  when  you  have  ignored 

millions  of  our  letters  and  phone  calls  voicing  our  justified  indignation 

with  the  continued  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier?  Why  should  we  have 
faith  in  the  justice  system  when  the  government  convicted  Leonard  Peltier 

of  first  degree  murder,  but  when  their  evidence  was  impeached  during  an 

appeal,  they  then  changed  their  theory  to  aiding  and  abetting?  Since 
Leonard  Peltier's  co-defendants  were  found  innocent  on  grounds  of 
self-defense,  this  sudden  change  of  theory  looks  to  us  like  a ridiculous 
excuse  to  keep  an  innocent  man  in  prison. 

I strongly  urge  you  to  do  the  right  thing  and  grant  executive  clemency  to 
Leonard  Peltier.  Millions  of  people  internationally  know  the  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier  and  what  it  symbolizes  and  millions  upon  millions  more 
continue  to  learn  about  it.  If  you  ignore  us,  the  prolonged  incarceration 
of  the  most  well  know  advocate  for  Indigenous  People  in  the  U.S.  will  add 
to  political  unrest  and  the  break  down  of  faith  in  U.S.  justice.  If  you 
listen  to  our  valid  demands  for  justice,  you  will  be  remembered  by  millions 
for  a gracious  act  which  you  will  go  down  in  history  for. 

Leonard  is  suffering  from  severe  health  conditions.  He  filed  for  executive 
clemency  five  years  ago.  Please  do  not  send  me  a form  letter  stating  that 
his  petition  is  still  under  review  by  the  justice  department.  Instead, 
please  look  into  this  case  and  take  immediate  action.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 


Clemency 

US  Pardon  Attorney 
Roger  C Adams 

500  First  Street  N.W.  Suite  400 
Ref:  Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Washington  D.C.  20530 
202-  616-6070 

President  Bill  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  DC  20500 
202-456-1111 

Canadian  Extradition  Report 


Health 

Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk 
Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  St.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20534 
Fax:  (202)514-6878 
Phone:  (202)307-3198 

Warden  Booker 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
(913)682-8700 


The  Hon.  Ann  McLellan,  Member  of  Parliament 
Minister  of  Dustice 
The  House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Canada  K1A  0A6 

Phone:  (Ottawa  Canada  office)  : (613)  992-4524 


Fax:  (Ottawa,  Canada  office)  : (613)  996-4516 


Congressional  Investigation 

Congressman  Dohn  Conyers 
2426  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 
Phone  Washington  DC:  202-225-5126 
John . Conyers@mail . house.gov 

Senate  investigation 

Senator  Paul  Wellstone 

136  Hart  Senate  Office  Building 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Phone  Washington,  D.C. : (202)  224-5641 

Paul  Wellstone' s toll-free  number  1-800-642-6041. 

senator@wellstone.senate.gov 

write  to  Leonard  Peltier 
USPL 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Urgent  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Sat,  09  Han  1999  21:09:56  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : URGENT  for  Leonard 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan 'te. . 

I have  just  received  some  very  good  advice  on  the  current  international 
drive  to  have  Canada's  Minister  of  Dustice,  Anne  McLellan,  release  that 
report  on  the  internal  review  of  Leonard  Peltier's  extradition  from  Canada, 
23  yrs  ago  this  06  Feb.. 

As  you  may  recall,  I asked  all  who  believe  in  justice,  (not  'just-us').. 
all  who  believe  that  Leonard  peltier  should  be  a free  man,  to 
write/email/fax/phone  Canada's  Minister  of  Dustice, 

demanding/suggesting/asking  that  she  release  that  report.  It  was  cleared 
for  public  release  by  the  Privacy  Commissioner  of  Canada  on  08  Dune  1998, 
so  it  can  be  released  at  her  discretion.  She  has  not  done  so,  even  after 
saying  that  she  would  release  that  report  to  the  public  after  "privacy 
concerns"  had  been  dealt  with  (in  her  answer  to  questions  about  Leonard 
asked  in  the  House  of  Commons,  11  may  1998)...  Now  I ask  that  you  try 
something  different. 

This  strategy  has  a lot  more  than  meets  the  eye,  given  the  makeup  of  the 
current  Cabinet  of  the  government  in  power  in  Canada..,  much  more  at  stake 
than  I can  say  here  without  writing  too  long,  so  please  trust  my  request 
as  something  that  will  do  much  to  get  that  report  out  in  the  open..  & it 
could/should , by  law,  get  Leonard  out  of  prison,  where  he's  been  sitting 
for  23  yrs . . 

I ask  that  each  & every  one  of  you  call/email/fax/phone/visit/write  to  (or 
any  combination,  repeatedly)  the  closest  representatives  of  the  Canadian 
government  to  you..  Embassies,  consulates,  diplomatic  & trade  missions.. 
Canada  has  such  reps  all  over  (from  Los  Angeles  to  Uzbekistan)..  THESE 
are  the  people  who  must  now  receive  your  demand  that  the  Canadian 
government  MUST  release  that  " . . report  on  the  internal  review  of  the 
extradition  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  from  Canada  to  the  USA  in  1976"  Please 
folks,  do  it  now,  & every  10-20  days  until  that  report  is  released..  It 
will  not  take  long  if  there  is  enough  volume  of  noise.,  so  make  some.. 


You  can  add  (if  you  want)  that  Canada  must  put  an  end  to  its  complicity  in 
keeping  an  innocent  man  in  prison..,  & that  your  family  was  planning  on 
spending  time  & dollars  in  Canada  next  summer  but  you've  decided  to 
boycott  Canada  & Canadian  goods  until  the  Canadian  government  does  right 
by  Leonard  Peltier.  . 

The  effect  of  such  messages  through  the  embassies,  consulates,  missions, 
etc,  will  definitely  have  more  effect  that  contacting  Ms  McLellan 
directly,  but  you  can  keep  knocking  on  her  door  too.,  it  won't  hurt.. 

Look  in  your  phone  book  under  "Government  of  Canada"  or  phone  your  local 
US  federal  govt  office  (or  your  local  travel  agency?)  & ask  if  they  know 
the  closest  representation  of  the  Canadian  government  to  your  town  or 
city,  then  please  ACT  for  Leonard.,  and  please  do  it  SOON., 
masi : cho . . 
jaom/enethekwe 

— "RE:  Call  for  Action  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  7 lan  1999  10:03:42  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : A CALL  FOR  ACTION  FOR  PELTIER/  FWD.  from  Arthur  3.  Miller: 

Forward  from  Arthur  3.  Miller: 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

TACOMA  OFFICE 

P.0.  BOX  5464 

TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 

bayou@blarg.net 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER 

FEBRUARY  6,  1999 

INTERNATIONAL  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST 
There  comes  a time  when  people  who  believe  in  social  justice  need  to  pull 
together.  This  is  just  such  a time.  The  situation  of  political  prisoner 
and  American  Indian  Movement  activist  Leonard  Peltier  is  at  a critical 
stage.  With  your  help  we  can  move  Leonard's  struggle  to  a higher  level.  We 
acknowledge  the  many  important  struggles  that  are  going  on  throughout  the 
world.  Leonard  Peltier,  himself,  also  has  acknowledged  the  importance  of 
the  ongoing  struggles  of  the  people.  He  has  issued  statements  asking  his 
supporters  to  also  actively  support  Mumia  Abu-3amal.  He  has  actively 
supported  other  political  prisoners,  while  he  himself  has  been  locked-up 
in  the  iron  house.  He  has  publicly  supported  the  Zapatistas  and  the 
indigenous  people's  struggles  in  Chiapas,  and  has  used  his  support  network 
to  gather  food  and  supplies  for  them.  Leonard  has  directly  supported 
countless  other  struggles  of  the  people. 

Now  Leonard  needs  direct  support  from  all  of  us.  We  apologize  for 
pushing  the  call  to  action  so  hard  wherever  we  are  able  to  do  so.  But  we 
have  limited  resources,  whereas  the  powers  of  oppression  have  near 
unlimited  resources. 

1.  BACK  GROUND  ON  THE  STRUGGLE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 

2.  END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

3.  INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER 

4.  INTERNATIONAL  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST 

5.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

BACK  GROUND  ON  THE  STRUGGLE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Leonard  Peltier  is  an  Ojibwa-Lakota  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
activist  who  was  framed  on  murder  charges  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents 
in  a firefight  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation  in  South  Dakota 
on  3une  26,  1975.  The  following  are  two  of  the  main  reasons  that  the 
firefight  took  place  on  that  day. 

1.  Because  the  Lakota  people  had  refused  to  take  money  for  the  stolen 
Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills),  the  U.S.  Government  knew  that  if  they  were  to 
take  any  more  Lakota  land  there  would  be  resistance.  In  the  area  of  Sheep 
Mountain  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  land,  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  had 


located  major  uranium  deposits.  Working  in  the  direct  interests  of  the 
nuclear  power  and  weapons  industry,  agents  of  the  U.S.  Government  set  out 
to  do  two  things:  First,  to  suppress  the  traditional  Lakota  people  and 
their  allies  AIM,  who  would  resist  the  taking  of  their  land.  Second,  to 
create  a diversion  to  hide  their  illegal  acquisition  of  the  Sheep  Mountain 
area.  At  the  same  time  that  the  firefight  took  place,  the  papers  were 
signed  that  took  away  133,000  acres  of  Lakota  land  and  gave  it  to  the  U.S. 
Government . 

2.  AIM  was  viewed  as  a direct  threat  to  the  interests  of  multi-national 
companies  that  sought  the  great  amount  of  mineral  resources  found  on 
Native  land.  AIM  and  others  had  inspired  a new  movement  of  resistance  to 
the  U.S.  Government's  Indian  policies.  For  this  reason  the  FBI  used  it's 
COINTELPRO  program  to  try  to  destroy  AIM. 

After  the  1973  Wounded  Knee  Liberation  the  U.S.  Government  tried  to 
suppress  AIM  by  the  means  of  placing  hundreds  of  its  members  on  trial 
across  the  country.  On  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  land,  there  was  a campaign  of 
terror  against  traditional  Lakota  people  in  which  homes  were  burned,  cars 
were  run  off  the  road,  there  were  drive  by  shootings  into  people's  homes 
and  66  known  murders  of  traditional  Lakota  people. 

Because  of  this  reign  of  terror  traditional  Lakota  people  asked  for 
help  from  AIM.  AIM  set  up  a camp  on  the  Dumping  Bull  property  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  people  and  setting  up  self-determination 
community  programs.  Before  the  firefight,  hundreds  of  government  agents 
were  brought  in  to  Pine  Ridge.  The  day  before  many  family  members  of  the 
death  squad  were  moved  out  of  Pine  Ridge.  On  the  morning  of  the  firefight 
roads  were  blocked  off  around  the  area.  The  FBI  used  the  lame  excuse  of 
following  a truck  in  which  they  claimed  there  was  a person  who  was  wanted 
for  the  theft  of  a pair  of  boots.  Rather  than  stopping  the  truck  out  on 
the  blacktop,  two  unmarked  cars  came  rushing  on  to  the  Dumping  Bull 
property  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  drive-by  shootings  had  taken 
place.  The  AIM  members  believed  that  they  were  under  attack  by  the  death 
squad  and  accordingly  defended  themselves.  As  a result  of  the  firefight, 
one  AIM  member  and  two  FBI  agents  died.  Under  the  assault  of  hundreds  of 
government  guns,  the  AIM  members  were  able  to  escape. 

Later,  three  AIM  members  were  captured  and  placed  on  trial.  Because 
Leonard  was  captured  in  Canada,  the  first  trial  included  only  two  AIM 
members.  In  their  trial  they  were  found  not  guilty  for  reason  of  self- 
defense.  Leonard  was  extradited  based  upon  false  documents  given  to  the 
Canadian  court.  Then  the  government  transferred  Leonard's  trial  from  the 
original  judge  to  a hand  picked  judge  who  would  not  allow  self-defense 
evidence  or  evidence  of  the  government's  illegal  use  of  false  documents. 

To  insure  Leonard's  conviction  the  government  fabricated  ballistic  reports 
in  order  to  connect  him  directly  to  the  agents  deaths.  The  government 
also  coerced  witnesses  into  giving  false  testimony  against  Leonard. 

Leonard  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  two  lifetimes. 

Over  the  years,  Leonard's  defense  has  disproven  the  government's  case  to 
the  point  that  a U.S.  prosecutor  assigned  to  the  case  has  stated  that  the 
government  does  not  know  who  killed  the  agents,  and  that  Leonard  is  only 
guilty  of  "aiding  and  abetting"  because  he  was  there  on  that  day.  What 
this  means  is,  since  the  first  two  defendants  were  found  not  guilty  for 
reason  of  self-defense,  then  Leonard  has  been  locked-up  for  23  years  for 
"aiding  and  abetting"  an  act  of  self-defense. 

END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

Over  the  years  the  government  has  continuously  harassed  Leonard  in  prison. 
Leonard  is  currently  suffering  from  complications  of  a previous  maxilla- 
facial  surgery  at  the  Springfield  Medical  Prison  facility.  In  that  surgery 
Leonard  almost  died.  Not  only  did  that  surgery  not  improve  Leonard's 
condition,  it  made  it  far  worst.  Leonard  is  now  in  continuous, 
excruciating  pain.  He  cannot  open  his  mouth  enough  to  bite  his  food,  nor 
can  he  even  chew.  Leonard,  for  very  good  reasons,  does  not  want  to  go  back 
to  Springfield.  The  renowned  maxilla-facial  surgeon  Doctor  Keller  of  the 
Mayo  Clinic  has  written  to  the  prison  telling  them  that  he  is  willing  the 
treat  Leonard.  But  so  far,  the  federal  Bureau  Of  Prisons  (BOP)  has  refused 
to  let  Leonard  be  treated.  If  the  government,  for  political  reasons. 


causes  and  allows  a prisoner  to  suffer  great  pain,  there  is  no  other  word 
for  that  than  torture. 

We  are  calling  upon  all  people  who  believe  in  social  justice  to  help  in 
the  campaign  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier  NOW!  Please  send  e- 
mails  to:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons  at:  swolfson@bop. 
gov,  or  write  to  her  at:  320  First  St.,  Washington,  DC  20534,  or  fax:  202- 
514-6878,  or  call:  202-307-3198  and  ask  that  Leonard  be  allowed  treatment 
by  Dr.  Keller  at  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER  FEBRUARY  6,  1999 

Feb.  6th  of  this  year  marks  the  23rd  year  of  Leonard's  arrest.  Each  yea 
we  mark  this  day  with  international  marches  and  rallies.  This  year  is  even 
more  important  than  in  the  past  because  of  the  torture  and  the  renewed 
growing  campaign  for  justice.  Please,  wherever  you  maybe  throughout  the 
world,  join  with  us  in  this  day  of  solidarity.  We  need  to  make  a massive 
statement  to  end  the  torture  and  to  show  that  people  throughout  the  world 
demand  justice  for  Leonard.  If  you  can  help,  please  contact  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee  at:  lpdc@idir.net.  We  are  asking  that,  on  this 
day,  groups  write  up  solidarity  statements  for  people  in  their  areas  to 
sign  and  send  them  to:  U.S.  Pardon  Attorney,  Roger  C.  Adams,  500  First  St. 
NW,  Suite  400  Ref:  Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Washington,  D.C.  20530  USA. 
President  Bill  Clinton,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20500 
USA.  (These  should  include  support  for  clemency).  To:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk, 
Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  320  First  St.,  Washington,  DC  20534  USA. 
Warden  Booker,  Leavenworth  Federal  Prison,  P.0.  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS 
66048  USA.  (These  should  demand  the  end  of  the  torture  of  Leonard  and 
support  for  his  treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic).  Please  send  copies  to: 

LPDC . P.0.  BOX  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044  USA. 

NWLPSN  FEBRUARY  6,  1999  MARCH  AND  RALLY- -TACOMA,  WA.  The  march  starts  at 
12:00  noon  at  the  Puyallup  Nation  Tribal  Grounds  (off  1-5,  exit  135  north. 
State  Route  164  in  Tacoma;  the  Tribal  Grounds  are  about  a 1/4  mile  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  road).  We  will  march  from  the  Puyallup  Nation 
Tribal  Grounds  to  the  Federal  Court  House  in  downtown  Tacoma  at  1717 
Pacific,  where  the  rally  will  take  place. 

CARPOOLS  will  be  leaving  Seattle  at  10:30  am  from  "Planned  Parenthood" 
parking  lot  at  Madison  and  22nd.  In  Olympia,  the  Committee  for  Dustice  for 
Mumia  Abu-3amal  is  organizing  a carpool  that  will  meet  at  10:30  am  at  the 
parking  lot  of  Value  Village  (corner  of  Harrison  and  Division). 

INTERNATIONAL  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST 

Starting  on  February  6th,  the  INTERNATIONAL  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY 
FAST  will  begin.  The  purpose  of  this  fast  is  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard 
Peltier  NOW!  The  fast  will  continue  with  teams  fasting  for  two  weeks  at  a 
time,  then  a new  team  will  take  over.  We  plan  to  continue  this  fast  until 
the  torture  of  Leonard  ends.  On  each  day  of  the  fast,  different  fasting 
people  will  be  issuing  statements  calling  for  the  end  of  the  torture. 

Those  who  are  fasting  will  also  tour  college  campuses,  restaurants,  and 
diners  in  their  area  to  engage  people  who  would  not  otherwise  be  involved 
in  the  struggle.  Starting  on  the  first  day  of  the  fast,  we  are  asking 
that  supporters  daily  send  e-mail  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director 
BOP  at:  swolfson@bop.gov  asking  that  Leonard  be  sent  to  the  Mayo  Clinic 
and  thus  end  his  torture.  Those  who  wish  to  be  a part  of  this  by  either 
fasting  or  getting  the  statements  of  the  fasters,  please  contact  the 
NWLPSN  at:  bayou@blarg.net. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

In  the  northwest  of  the  U.S.  and  Canada  you  can  contact  us  at:  e-mail 
bayou@blarg,  or  to  get  petitions,  or  to  order  our  pamphlet  "THE  CASE  OF 
LEONARD  PELTIER"  ($3  for  1-5  copies  or  $2  for  6 or  more  copies)  or  to  make 
a donation  (which  we  are  badly  in  need  of),  or  to  be  placed  on  our  mailing 
list  or  e-mail  list,  please  write  to:  WLPSN-OLYMPIA  OFFICE,  5201  Capital 
Blvd.  Ste.  199,  Olympia,  WA  98501  USA.  Or  visit  our  web  site  at; 
http: //members . aol . com/TurquoisWm/DusticeforLeonardPeltier . html . 

Outside  of  the  northwest  please  contact:  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044  USA. 


Phone  number  (785)  842-5774.  fax  (785)  842-5796,  e-mail  lpdc@idir.net 
(ask  to  be  put  on  the  LPDC  e-mail  list) 

Web  page:  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html. 

We  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has  helped  in  this  long  struggle  and  those 
who  helped  by  reposting  this  message. 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
NWLPSN-Tacoma  Office 

We  try  to  get  our  statements  out  as  widely  as  possible.  If  for  any 
reason  you  do  not  wish  to  receive  our  statements  or  up-dates  please 
send  us  a message  with  the  word  remove  in  the  text.  We  do  not  wish  to 
offend  anyone  by  continuing  to  send  the  messages  that  they  don't  want. 

"RE : Dohn  Trudell  at  Dudi  Bari  Memorial"  - 

Date:  Sun,  10  Ian  1999  09:36:09  -0600 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@GNOFN .ORG> 

Sub j : Power  and  Authority:  Trudell  for  Bari 

UUCP  email 

Someone  recently  ran  across  this  and  sent  it  to  me.  It's  not  just  a 
keeper,  it's  a print  it  out  and  frame-er! 

Subject:  trudbari.html 

30HN  TRUDELL  SPEAKS  AT  DUDI  BARI  MEMORIAL 
- posted  to  serendipity- L by  Dan  Scanlan 

Friends, 

A thousand  or  so  activists  met  at  Martin  Luther  King  Dr.  School  in 
Berkeley  CA  on  Saturday  April  26  to  commemorate  Dudi  Bari's  life  and 
to  rejuvenate  ourselves.  [S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Dudi  Bari  was  a long-time 
Earth  First !er,  union  activist,  feminist,  and  fiddler.  She  and  Darryl 
Cherney  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  F.B.I.  for  its  involvement  in  a 
1990  bombing  of  Dudi's  car  that  shattered  Dudi's  pelvis.  Dudi  recently 
died  of  cancer.  The  lawsuit  against  the  F.B.I.  continues.] 

There  were  many  wonderful  moments,  and  it  was,  as  Utah  Phillips 
described  it,  "Nourishing,  just  nourishing." 

It  is  my  hope  you  will  treat  yourself  to  a quiet  reading  of  the 
following  transcription  of  Dohn  Trudell 's  speech  and  that  it  brings 
clear  fuel  to  your  own  struggle. 

Dan  Scanlan 


INTRO 

Our  next  speaker  burned  an  American  flag  on  the  steps  of  FBI 
Headquarters . 

And  12  hours  later  a fire  killed  his  wife,  his  three  children  and  his 
wife's  mother.  The  FBI  declined  to  investigate.  This  man  had  17 
thousand  pages  in  his  FBI  file.  He's  former  national  chairman  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement:  Dohn  Trudell. 

DOHN  TRUDELL 

I'm  pleased  to  be  here  and  I'm  glad  that  you're  here  and  I'll  attempt 
to  be  as  clear  as  I can  while  I'm  up  here. 

It's  about  our  D and  A.  Descendants  and  ancestors.  We  are  the 
descendants  and  we  are  the  ancestors.  D and  A,  our  DNA,  our  blood,  our 
flesh  and  our  bone,  is  made  up  of  the  metals  and  the  minerals  and  the 
liquids  of  the  earth.  We  are  the  earth.  We  truly,  literally  and 
figuratively  are  the  earth.  Any  relationship  we  will  ever  have  in  this 
world  to  real  power  --  the  real  power,  not  energy  systems  and  other 
artificial  means  of  authority  --  but  any  relationship  we  will  ever 
have  to  real  power  is  our  relationship  to  the  earth. 

So  whatever  Dudi  was  doing  and  what  Earth  First!  does,  they  were 
establishing  connection  with  the  basic  reality,  that  we  must  take  care 
of  the  earth.  Our  power  comes  from  the  earth. 


And  because  we  are  made  up  of  the  earth  --  our  common  ground,  so  to 
speak  --  we  are  all  the  descendants  of  tribes.  Each  and  every  one  of 
us  is  a descendant  of  a tribe.  We  have  genetic  memories.  Inside  of  our 
genetic  memories,  that  power  connection  exists  to  our  ancestral  past. 

We  are  all  descendants  of  tribes. 

But  the  tribes  of  the  planet  earth  have  encountered  a technological 
religious  mind  set  that  removes  all  spiritual  value  and  real  value 
about  life  from  the  earth  and  puts  it  into  theoretical  heavens  or 
hells.  And  it  does  it  under  a male  image  of  a male  dominator  god. 

In  our  tribal  ancestry  each  and  every  one  of  our  ancestors  resisted 
that  notion,  that  imposition.  Tribes  of  Europe,  tribes  of  Africa, 
tribes  of  here.  Every  tribe  resisted  it.  It  started  in  different  time 
frames  in  different  parts  of  the  planet.  It's  almost  like  a disease.  A 
virus,  a virus,  a disease  that  lives  in  the  human.  A disease  of  the 
spirit.  It's  almost  like  a diseased  spirit  affects  the  perception  of 
reality  of  the  carrier  of  the  disease,  the  human  being. 

Power.  It's  very  important  that  we  understand  who  we  are  in 
relationship  to  power,  because  we  have  been  tricked  and  lied  to, 
almost  in  a way  one  would  say,  "brainwashed",  into  looking  at 
authority  as  power.  It  is  very  important  that  we  make  this  distinction 
because  we  need  to  have  something  to  pass  to  the  next  generations. 

Authority  is  not  power.  Authority  is  authority.  All  authority  is 
usually  based  upon  aggression  or  implied  aggression  or  active 
aggression.  Authority  is  authority.  Power  is  something  else.  Power  is 
what  we  come  from.  It  is  a part  of  the  natural  order  of  the  universe 
--  power. 

Authority  is  something  that  man  creates.  It's  limitation  is  that  it 
was  created  by  man.  Power  has  no  limitations. 

Our  relationship  to  the  earth,  DNA.  We  are  different  shapes  and  forms 
of  the  earth.  We  are  different  trees.  We  are  no  more  or  no  less  than 
the  tree.  We  are  different  stones.  We  are  just  different  shapes  of  the 
life  of  the  earth. 

As  human  beings  we  understand  in  this  technologic  religious  mind  set 
that  the  authoritarian  system,  the  industrial  fascism,  the  industrial 
Reich  that  we  live  under,  we  understand  that  they  can  mine  the  other 
natural  resources  of  the  earth,  and  through  refinement  processes  take 
old  dinosaurs  out  of  the  ground  and  turn  them  into  energy  to  run  the 
machine  world  that  we're  very  addicted  to  and  partly  enslaved  to. 

We  have  to  make  the  connection  that  we  are  just  a different  shape  but 
our  value  is  no  more  or  no  less  than  the  rest  of  the  natural  resources 
of  the  earth,  the  rest  of  the  DNA  of  the  earth.  So  it's  very  possible 
that  we  are  being  mined  in  the  same  way  that  the  dinosaurs  are,  out  of 
the  ground.  Human  being,  human  physical,  being  spirit.  Human  physical, 
being  spirit.  Human  physical,  being  spirit. 

And  we  live  under  an  authoritarian  system,  an  industrial  technologic 
mind  set  that  has  discovered  and  developed  a way  to  mine,  to  take  the 
being  part  of  human,  the  spirit  part  of  human  and  convert  it  into 
energy  and  then  use  that  energy  to  power  their  system,  to  run  their 
system.  They  are  literally  eating  our  spirits. 

Literally  eating  our  spirits. 

Our  spirit  is  eaten  when  we  do  not  understand  the  distinction,  the 
difference  between  authority  and  power.  If  they  tell  us  money 
resembles  power,  then  whoever  has  the  most  money  has  the  most  power. 

But  that  is  a lie. 

Whoever  has  the  most  money  has  the  ability  to  get  authority.  But  that 
is  not  power.  But  if  we  believe  that,  if  we  believe  that  money  is 
power,  or  that  it  can  take  us  to  power,  then  we  will  always  understand 
that  power  is  something  removed  from  us  and  is  not  a natural  part  of 
us . 

It  is  just  so  subtle,  and  so  blatant. 

If  we  believe  that  political  systems  are  power,  they're  manipulative. 
That's  all  they  are:  a political  system  is  a way  of  mining  the  spirit. 


in  just  the  same  way  as  the  definition  of  authority:  mining  our 
spirit . 

This  is  where  someone  like  Dudi  [Bari]  becomes  a threat,  because  she 
understands  she  has  power,  and  she  understands  the  reality  of 
responsibility  that  goes  with  power.  She  understands  that.  We  can't 
communicate  with  her  now  the  way  that  we  used  to,  but  we  can 
communicate  with  her.  That's  life.  That's  spirit. 

In  the  ways  of  the  tribes  and  in  our  common  ancestry,  we  understood 
the  play  with  our  ancestors.  We  understood  the  ones  before  us,  the 
ones  that  we  were  the  descendants  of.  This  was  our  power  connection  to 
knowledge.  This  was  our  power  connection  to  the  past  and  our  power 
connection  to  the  future.  So  as  we  enter  into  this,  whatever  has  to 
come  down  in  the  future  --  I don't  really  have  time  to  go  into  too 
far!  -- 

But  the  antibiotic  to  dealing  with  these  people,  these  vampires  --  and 
it  t is,  it  is  vampires,  cannibalization  --  the  antibiotic  to  this 
disease  is  our  intelligence.  We  were  given  intelligence  by  the 
creator.  We  have  intelligence.  That  is  the  antibiotic. That  is  the 
cure.  There  is  no  existing  cure  to  the  problem  other  than  the  one  we 
will  create  by  using  our  intelligence  as  intelligently  and  as  clearly 
as  we  possibly  can. 

To  use  our  intelligence  as  intelligently  as  we  possibly  can. 

To  have  clarity.  Because  this  beast  that  feeds  and  eats  our  spirit 
does  it  by  the  confusions  that  are  in  our  minds. 

But  we  understand  the  pollution  of  the  air,  of  the  water,  we 
understand  the  pollution  of  the  environment  has  come  from  this 
plundering  and  mining  of  the  planet  in  an  irresponsible  manner.  But 
you  think  about  every  fear,  every  doubt,  every  insecurity,  every  way 
that  we  ever  beat  ourselves  up  inside  of  our  own  heads  --  that  is  the 
pollution  left  over  from  the  mining  of  our  spirit. 

Another  word  I hear  used  a lot  --  I don't  "believe"  anything.  I tried 
to  believe  but  there  was  a "lie"  in  the  middle:  B,  E,  LIE,  V,  E. 

Again,  use  our  intelligence  very  intelligently.  There  are  certain 
words  that  we  should  use  very,  very,  very  carefully  and  I think  that's 
one  of  those  words,  because  either  we  know  or  we  don't  know. 

We  should  think  --  anything  in  between  us  knowing  and  not  knowing  -- 
we  should  think. 

Thank  you. 

- Dohn  Trudell  at  Dudi  Bari  memorial  and  fund  raiser  at  Martin  Luther 
King  Dr.  School  in  Berkeley  CA,  April  26,  1997 

"RE:  Appeal  for  Help  for  ReRoute  Defenders"  

From:  Prttyshld@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  7 Dan  1999  21:32:18  EST 

Sub j : APPEAL  FOR  HELP!!!  URGENT!! 

UUCP  email 

Lone  Man  (Isna-la-wica)  Teton  Sioux 

...  I have  seen  that  in  any  great  undertaking  it  is  not  enough  for  a man  to 
depend  simply  upon  himself. 

APPEAL  FOR  HELP! ! ! ! 

Kwei  sood  noguma!  With  the  weather  in  Minnesota  growing  colder  each 
day... today  was  -20  below  zero... the  warriors  of  Mendota  are  in  need  of  all 
of  our  help.  Please  send  this  letter  to  all  of  your  contacts...  as  well  as 
perhaps  look  at  the  list  below  and  see  if  there  might  be  one  thing  there 
that  you  might  be  able  to  send  to  them.  We  realize  the  holidays  have  just 
passed  and  things  are  tight  for  many ....  however;  if  we  all  could  send  one 
small  thing. .. .perhaps  they  might  be  able  to  KEEP  THE  DRUM  BEATING!!  In  the 
words  of  the  great  CHief  Seattle  "What  befalls  the  earth  befalls  us.... all 
things  connect"  See  how  your  brothers  and  Sisters  are  surviving  out  there 


...and  please  extend  your  hand. 

If  you  cannot ...  please  at  least  send  this  letter  out  over  the  net... KEEP  THE 
DRUM  BEATING! ! ! 

NEEDS  LIST  OF  THE  MINNEHAHA  FREE  STATE 

Money  - Money  for  jail  and  legal  support  is  really  needed  now.  Checks  can  be 
made  out  to  power4u  and  sent  to:  Earth  First!  PO  Box  580936  Minneapolis,  MN 
55458 

Tax  deductible  donations  can  be  sent  to  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota 
community.  Checks  can  be  made  out  to  MMDC  and  send  to:  420  Belle  Air  Dr. 
Champlain  MN  55316.  Please  put  "Stop  The  Reroute"  on  the  memo  line. 

<A  HREF="http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/org/stop55/">Click  here:  Stop  the 
Reroute  Home</A> 

With  Much  respect 
PrttyShld/LittleDrum 

"RE : Preservation  of  Earth"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Han  1999  04:19:30  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Preservation  of  Earth 

UUCP  email 

Hwy.  55  debate  is  about  preservation  of  Earth 

by  Sue  Ann  Martinson 

Star  Tribune  Online  front  page 
http://www. startribune . com/ 

Published  Saturday,  Hanuary  2,  1999 

"The  threat  to  biodiversity  is  a threat  to  every  species  on  Earth. 

We  cannot  continue  to  destroy  wetlands,  forests,  marine  and  coastal 
habitats  with  impunity;  the  destruction  caused  by  humankind  now  will, 
in  turn,  threaten  to  destroy  future  generations." 

--  United  Nations  Secretary-General  Kofi  Annan,  Dec.  16,  1998. 

The  officials  who  authorized  the  early  morning  raid  on  the  Stop-the- 
Hwy.  55-Reroute  Camp  do  not  seem  to  understand  that  what  is  at  stake  is 
so  much  larger  than  a few  feet  of  road.  What  it  is  really  about  is  land 
management,  about  biodiversity,  about  all  the  things  that  Annan  mentions 
in  his  press  release  for  the  International  Day  of  Biodiversity,  which 
was  Dec.  29.  That  public  officials  are  so  shortsighted  is  sad  for  all 
of  us . 

The  Hwy.  55  reroute  is  not  about  anarchy,  as  some  have  declared, 
although  that  is  there  for  some  of  the  people  involved  in  the  camp. 

(They  don't  believe  in  a centralized  government  but  believe  in  self- 
government.)  It  is  about  sacred  ground,  whether  sacred  for  the  Mendota 
Mdewakanton  Dakota  or  for  the  rest  of  us,  and  about  preserving  the 
Earth.  To  borrow  words  from  Annan's  statement,  it  is  about  "global 
environmental  problems,  such  as  the  loss  of  biological  diversity, 
deforestation,  land  degradation,  and  decertification  which  are 
interlinked  .&#160; .&#160; .&#160; . The  ecological  reality  of  these 
interrelationships  must  be  reflected  in  our  political,  legal,  and 
economic  responses." 

And  now,  the  military  action  against  a few  nonviolent  protesters 
adds  a new  dimension.  It  raises  questions  of  freedom  of  speech 
and  fundamental  rights  of  U.S.  citizens.  Of  use  of  force  against 
nonviolent  people. 

Because  the  very  preservation  of  the  Earth  is  at  stake,  and  that  is 
where  the  Native  Americans  and  the  Earth  Firsters  come  together,  there 
is  no  question  of  lying  down  and  dying  or  of  giving  up  for  those  who  are 
part  of  and  who  wish  to  stop  the  Hwy.  55  reroute. 

Camp  Coldwater  Springs  is  not  only  a Native  American  site,  it's  the 
site  of  an  early  settlement  in  Minnesota  and  has  historical  significance 
for  others  as  well.  The  Bureau  of  Mines  has  already  destroyed  it  somewhat 
by  putting  the  road  there.  That  road  should  be  torn  out  and  the  spring 


should  be  restored  to  its  original  form. 

Alternative  transportation  should  not  destroy  natural  lands.  It 
should  not  destroy  trees  that  are  at  the  very  least  more  than  100  years 
old.  The  large  tree  stump  by  Camp  Coldwater  is  clearly  ancient  and  holy. 
The  weeping  willow  is  beautiful.  They  plan  to  come  within  440  feet  of 
Camp  Coldwater,  which  is  too  close  for  comfort. 

There  are  many  more  constructive  uses  for  this  land.  It  could  be  a 
park  or  be  given  back  to  the  Dakota  for  a school  for  their  children. 

This  land  could  be  saved  from  further  degradation. 

I have  been  on  that  land.  I have  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  the 
Indian  drumming,  of  being  in  a community  of  peace,  of  being  on  sacred 
land.  Let's  preserve  this  land  for  future  generations. 

--  Sue  Ann  Martinson,  Minneapolis.  Writer. 

Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 
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"RE : 55  Reroute  Temporarily  on  Hold"  

Date:  Sat,  9 lan  1999  10:30:58  -0600 
From:  1RP  < jrp05@GNOFN .ORG> 

Sub  j : H55  reroute  temporarily  on  hold  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

>From  Fri's  Mpls  Star-Tribune 

State  to  suspend  --  briefly  --  preparations  for  rerouting  Hwy.  55 
lennifer  M.  Fitzenberger  / Star  Tribune 

State  attorneys  agreed  on  Thursday  to  suspend  preparations  for 
rerouting  Hwy.  55  for  a few  days  until  a court  decides  whether 
it  will  honor  protesters'  requests  to  halt  the  project  to 
gather  more  cultural  and  environmental  impact  data. 

Hennepin  County  District  ludge  H.  Peter  Albrecht  said  he  will 
review  the  matter  over  the  weekend  before  making  a decision. 

Foes  of  rerouting  Hwy.  55  say  issues  such  as  sacred  American 
Indian  burial  grounds  and  danger  to  a nearby  spring  have 
surfaced  since  the  project's  original  environmental  impact 
document  was  drafted  in  1985.  They  hope  that  an  amended 
environmental  statement  can  be  formulated  following  further 
research . 

The  state,  however,  says  the  protesters  have  presented  no  new 
information  since  1985  about  aspects  of  the  project  that  could 
damage  the  environment,  thus  eliminating  the  need  for  a 
supplemental  statement.  Work  on  the  rerouting  has  proceeded  as 
planned  since  1985,  Assistant  Attorney  General  Bill  Sierks 
said . 

The  protesters  sued  in  federal  and  state  courts  Dec.  24 
seeking  to  prohibit  further  construction  of  the  road  in  south 
Minneapolis . 

On  Dec.  24,  a federal  judge  denied  the  protesters'  request  for 
a temporary  restraining  order,  noting  that  they  had  not 
participated  in  a 1996  suit  opposing  the  Hiawatha  corridor 
project.  Another  group  of  protesters  filed  that  suit,  lost  in 
district  court  and  has  appealed. 

No  documented  evidence  exists  that  undisturbed  American  Indian 
remains  are  buried  in  the  area  south  of  E.  54th  Street  where 
four  trees  grow  in  a diamond  pattern,  Sierks  said.  Indians  say 
the  trees  held  burial  platforms  for  their  ancestors. 

Sierks  also  said  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation 
has  redesigned  its  plans  for  the  road  and  a sewer  system  that 
originally  could  have  pierced  the  limestone  feeding  ground 
water  to  Camp  Coldwater  Spring,  which  lies  several  hundred 
feet  east  of  the  road. 

Attorney  Iordan  Kushner,  who  represents  the  protesters,  said 
oral  and  cultural  history  account  for  the  lack  of  physical 
burial  evidence.  The  state  has  taken  longer  than  rules  allow 


to  decide  about  granting  an  amended  environmental  statement, 
an  attempt  at  slowing  the  protesters'  petition,  he  said. 

Also  Thursday,  the  state  offered  to  give  protesters  five  days' 
notice  of  any  tree-cutting  or  construction  activity  if  they 
will  discontinue  occupation  of  state  land. 

Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 


NOTE:  In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this 
material  is  distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who 
have  expressed  a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for 
non-profit  research  and  educational  purposes  only.  For  more 
information  go  to:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml 

"RE : More  on  Manybeads  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  06  Ian  1999  23:58:01  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : More  on  manybeads  case 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Received  this  message  from  Jimmy  at  Media  Island  International: 

"I  called  the  9th  Cir.  Court  [(415)  556  9800  for  the  clerks  office]  Case 
#90-15003 

They  said  that  an  order  dated  Dec.  24  granting  the  US  (defendants)  a few 
extra  days  until  Ian.  21,  1999  instead  of  the  original  due  date  of  1/18/98 
(MLK  Day-  holiday;  would've  been  due  19th)  for  the  reply  briefs  to  the 
'Plaintiff's  Supplemental  Briefs'  that  were  due  on  12/7/98.  Some  type  of 
hearing  will  come  after  that-  be  it  weeks  or  months-  probably  weeks... 

I find  it  interesting  the  gov.  needed  more  time-  sweating  how  to  make 
genocide  look  palatable  on  paper." 

This  implies  that  an  actual  hearing  date  that  should  be  attended  by  the 
Dineh  elders,  and  not  just  a date  for  attorneys  shuffling  papers,  may  not 
be  fixed  yet.  It  may  be  wise,  as  Ian  21  approaches,  to  confirm  the  nature 
of  the  scheduled  hearing  before  anyone  makes  an  expensive  trip  to  the 
courthouse. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

- "RE:  Fate  of  Navajo  Zoo  Unclear"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Ian  1999  03:36:36  GMT 

From:  lotanna@my-dejanews.com 

Sub j : Fate  of  Navajo  zoo  still  unclear 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  @ <http://www.azcentral.com/news/0109zoo.shtml> 

Fate  of  Navajo  zoo  still  unclear 

By  Bill  Donovan 

Special  for  The  Republic 

Ian.  9,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  --  The  fate  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Zoo  remained  uncertain  Friday 
and  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  several  weeks. 

Most  of  the  six  medicine  men  who  attended  a meeting  called  by  the  tribe  to 


discuss  the  zoo's  future  seemed  in  favor  of  closing  the  facility  immediately 
and  releasing  all  the  animals  back  into  the  wild. 

But  the  tribe  had  invited  21  medicine  men  to  the  meeting,  and  those  who 
attended  said  they  wished  to  consult  the  others  before  a final  decision  was 
made. 

Another  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  March  or  April. 

The  fate  of  the  zoo  and  its  100  or  so  animals  was  put  in  doubt  last  month 
after  tribal  officials  were  told  by  residents  of  the  small  community  of 
Rocky  Ridge  that  Navajo  deities  had  visited  the  area  and  urged  the  tribe  to 
stop  caging  such  sacred  animals  as  bears,  coyotes  and  eagles. 

Lolene  Hathaway,  director  of  the  tribal  zoo,  said  efforts  have  been  made 
to  persuade  tribal  traditionalists  that  a zoo  has  a number  of  cultural  and 
educational  benefits. 

She  pointed  out  that  more  than  32,000  people,  most  of  them  Navajo,  visited 
the  zoo  in  1998.  Many  had  come  to  offer  prayers  to  the  animals. 

She  also  pointed  out  that  the  zoo  tries  to  honor  requests  from  traditional 
Navajos  who  need  such  items  as  porcupine  quills  for  healing  ceremonies. 

Gerri  Harrison,  counsel  to  Navajo  Nation  President  Milton  Bluehouse,  said 
late  Friday  that  Bluehouse  had  not  yet  been  told  of  the  group's  decision  but 
that  she  felt  he  would  honor  the  medicine  men's  request  and  postpone  action. 

However,  Bluehouse' s term  as  president  ends  at  noon  Tuesday.  The  zoo's 
fate  will  then  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  tribe's  new  president,  Kelsey  Begaye. 

Begaye  said  Friday  that  he  was  briefed  on  the  situation  by  Bluehouse  and 
his  staff  but  will  wait  to  hear  from  the  medicine  men  before  making  a 
decision . 


"RE : Welcoming  Back  of  the  Thunders  Ceremony"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Ian  1999  21:53:25  -0700  (MST) 

From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : Official  Release 

http://www.nanews.org 

Welcoming  Back  of  the  Thunders  Ceremony  on  March  21,  1999 

Long  ago  when  the  world  was  young  the  human  came  into  existence,  as  the 
people  began  to  grow,  they  began  to  understand  that  a movement  greater 
than  themselves  was  above.  In  time  they  learned  that  the  movement  in  its 
greatness  was  beyond  their  comprehension  and  control  but  they  began  to 
learn  of  its  constancy  and  repetitive  movement.  Soon  they  made  ceremony 
to  celebrate  the  movement  and  their  existence  in  the  universe  among  the 
celestial  concordance. 

On  March  21,  1999  a most  important  event  will  occur  in  the  Black  Hills, 
the  Center  of  the  Heart  of  the  Lakota  Nation.  A ceremony  celebrating  and 
observing  the  spring  solstice  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  to  the 
ancient  knowledge  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation.  This 
knowledge  coupled  with  current  educational  efforts  of  the  let  Propulsion 
Laboratory  and  Traditional  Lakota  Star  Knowledge  will  present  the  best  of 
both  worlds.  This  effort  is  designed  to  develop  a set  of  curriculum 
modules  based  out  of  the  scientific  pedagogy  and  the  oral  history  of  the 
Lakota . 

Our  most  precious  resource,  our  youth,  are  invited  to  come  and  participate 
in  this  event.  In  this  day  and  age  they  will  be  sending  their  voices  in 
an  old  and  ancient  manner  but  with  the  cry  for  a whole  world  within  which 
they  can  dream,  vision,  and  be  a part  of  their  universe  again.  All  who 
come  to  participate  will  have  the  opportunity  to  utilize  telescopes, 
satellite  linkup,  and  the  best  scientific  knowledge  in  the  world  today  to 
observe  our  universe. 

In  the  present  day,  our  world  is  confronted  with  a myriad  of  difficulties 
and  problems.  The  future  must  have  at  their  center  a sense  of  unity  of 
purpose  and  meaning.  The  secularization  occurring  with  mankind  cannot 
continue,  every  human  being  is  in  need  of  knowing  their  place  within  the 
great  movement.  The  youth  of  our  nations  need  this  opportunity  to  develop 
their  consciousness  about  themselves  and  their  relations  throughout  the 


world.  Never  in  the  history  of  humankind  is  the  hour  more  desperate  for 
our  children. 

Take  the  time  to  come  to  this  event  and  learn  what  the  Native  people  of 
Turtle  Island  have  been  doing  for  century  upon  century  even  in  the  face  of 
spiritual  oppression  as  they  knew  the  importance  of  maintaining  the 
recognition  of  the  movement  of  all  things.  This  event,  despite  the 
hardships  of  our  past,  is  focused  solely  upon  the  destiny. 

For  further  information  please  contact 
Ben  Rhodd  605-574-2545 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 
Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Hiding  Genocide"  

Date:  Wed,  06  Jan  1999  00:53:11  GMT 
From:  carter4604@my-dejanews . com 

Sub  j : HIDING  GENOCIDE:  The  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hiding  Genocide:  The  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  Indians 
always  are  slow  to  react  to  events  taking  place  in  Washington  D.C.,  by  the 
time  we  wake  up  the  damage  is  done.  The  new  "Redskins"  stadium  is  one 
place  we  should  have  made  a stand  if  we  were  serious  about  the  mascot 
issue.  Another  cultural  rip-off  being  foisted  on  our  people  is  the 
National  Museum  of  American  Indian  going  up  in  D.C..  I once  warned  about 
it  in  a letter  carried  by  Indian  Country  Today  a few  years  back,  but  a 
small  voice  is  easily  drowned  out  when  millions  of  dollars  are  being  spent 
and  the  voice  of  the  Great  White  Father  anoints  Indian  leaders  Since  that 
time,  1993  or  94,  the  fundraising  machine  has  gone  merrily  along,  draining 
much  needed  funds  away  from  the  Indian  community  and  diverting  Americas 
attention  away  from  the  economic,  cultural  and  legal  devastation  going  on 
across  our  homelands.  Our  leaders  are  grinning  and  shuffling  into  line  to 
endorse  another  whiteman  dream,  and  our  artists  and  writers  can't  wait  for 
a grant.  Am  I the  only  Indian  who  doesn't  trust  the  grave  robbing 
Smithsonian  or  who  questions  the  basic  premise  of  the  use  of  this  precious 
space  on  the  National  Mall?  Once  upon  a time,  about  a decade  ago,  there 
were  two  open  spaces  for  museums  fronting  the  National  Mall.  African- 
Americans  coveted  a space,  as  did  Hispanic,  Jewish  and  Native  Americans. 

In  fact  many  interest  groups, from  Veterans  to  the  D.A.R.,  wanted  a 
space.  Congress  in  its  wisdom  awarded  one  site  to  a very  politically 
powerful  Jewish  applicant  and  another  to  the  very  politically  powerful 
Smithsonian  Institution,  keeper  of  the  loot.  Now  the  "fool  the  Indian" 
process  began  and  it  proved  to  be  very  easy.  Just  put  on  an  Indian  face 
(out  of  the  vast  Smithsonian  collection)  and  it  magically  becomes  an 
"Indian"  project.  With  a shamans  wave,  shape  changes  and  crypt-worms 
become  our  friends,  close  enough  to  be  Indian  endorsed  as  keepers  of  our 
precious  past  and  tellers  of  our  history.  Is  it  merely  my  imagination 
that  over  the  generations  of  conquest  and  looting,  enumerating  and 
studying,  digging  and  classifying,  collecting  and  recording,  the 
Smithsonian  might  have  learned  and  be  using  our  own  sacred  secrets  to 
blind  our  leaders  to  their  real  plan?  Indians  stand  Redly  in  the  way  of 
the  American  dream.  For  centuries  they  have  dreamed  we  are  "vanishing" 
and  have  tried  hard  to  make  it  true.  The  Smithsonian  was  created  to 
enclose  us  in  their  white  past  and  chronicle  our  demise,  what  medicine  has 
made  them  our  friends?  Where  has  Coyote  been  lately?  Contrast  the  two 
new  museums  and  you  can  see  how  they  are  used  to  support  a conquerors, 
cleansed,  view  of  history.  For  the  Jewish  museum  no  thought  at  all  was 
given  to  using  it  to  show  the  world  ancient  jewish  culture  and  artifacts. 
They  could  have  displayed  scenes  of  ancient  Jewish  life  - hunting,  tanning 
hides  and  pastoral  living.  Like  an  Indian  museum.  It  would  have  been 
beautiful  and  easy  for  people  to  enjoy.  It  wasn't  done  that  way  for  one 
reason:  The  Jewish  people  were  in  charge  and  they  decided  for  themselves 
what  aspect  of  their  history  to  show  the  world.  They  decided  with  one 
voice  to  use  the  rare  space  as  a shield  to  protect  their  people  against  a 


repeat  of  the  Nazi  holocaust,  Jewish  politicians  funded  and  protected 
Jewish  intellectuals, artists, historians, Rabbi ' s and  survivors  as  they 
crafted  a way  to  commemorate  their  dead  and  to  use  their  past  to  protect 
their  future.  They  refused  to  allow  the  dreams  of  others  to  distort  the 
truth  of  their  horror,  and  now  their  museum  is  a powerful  testament  to  a 
Jewish  dream,  not  a gentile  revision  of  reality.  Our  space,  and  the 
worlds  window  to  our  history,  was  turned  over  to  the  Smithsonian  to 
enshrine  the  lie  of  'manifest  destiny' and  the  historical  inevitability  of 
the  American  holocaust.  Americas  museums  have  always  been  a prime 
purveyor  of  the  big  lies  of  American  history,  now  the  largest  and  worst  is 
given  an  army  of  non-Indian  historians,  anthros,  romance  writers,  and  a 
couple  of  Indian  scouts,  to  define  us  to  the  world.  THEY  decided  with  one 
voice  NOT  to  use  our  rare  and  precious  space  as  a shield  of  truth  against 
the  American  Holocaust,  or  to  prevent  the  conclusion  of  its  evil  purpose 
against  my  people.  We  still  die,  our  sacred  sites  still  are  paved  over, 
our  children  stolen  and  mis-educated . Missionaries  search  the  jungle  for 
the  last  of  us.  It  hurts  me  to  think  about  the  many  atrocities  we  may 
have  been  able  to  prevent  had  we  Indian  traditionalists,  for  whom  the 
American  holocaust  still  burns  freshly,  been  able  to  tell  a true  history 
of  our  own  people.  I envy  my  Jewish  relatives  for  serving  their  people  so 
well.  Our  Indian  leaders  have  seen  fit  to  sell  our  history  so  the 
Whiteman  can  bend  it  to  fit  the  myth  they  use  to  avoid  histories  judgement. 

Better  for  tourism  in  Washington  D.C.  too.  The  Indian  artifacts  to  be 
displayed  in  Washington  and  New  York  would  be  much  better  displayed  on 
their  own  reservations  and  homelands  by  the  people  they  were  stolen  from 
(or  bought,  some  thing).  If  Americans  want  to  know  about  my  Tribe,  the 
Ponca,  they  should  learn  from  us,  here  at  our  home.  They  might 
invigorate  our  economy  and  begin  to  see  us  as  Ponca  and  not  "Indians".  By 
coming  here  they  might  realize  that  after  500  years,  vanishing  is  no 
longer  an  option.  The  dispersal  of  the  Smithsonian  collections  back  to 
the  Tribes  would  benefit  our  children  the  most.  They  would  realize  the 
artistry  and  beauty  of  their  peoples  history  and  value  of  their  Nations. 
They  would  come  to  understand  that  the  years  since  white  contact  have  been 
only  a short,  ugly  wart  on  the  beautiful  history  of  our  people.  It  would 
give  them  faith  that  one  day  we  will  pass  back  into  beauty.  Artifacts 
in  Washington  D.C.  are  dead,  cutoff  relics  in  a sterile  nothingness,  at 
home  they  are  freed  from  limbo  and  recharged  with  life  and  need.  American 
sensibilities  will  have  been  spared  at  the  cost  of  continuing  depredations 
against  Indian  people.  Americans  will  go  to  the  Holocaust  Museum  and  be 
told  the  horrible  truths  of  what  Hitler  and  the  Nazis  did  to  the  Jews. 

They  will  cry  for  the  victims  and  mourn  with  the  survivors,  in  the  end 
they  too  will  be  determined  to  protect  the  Jewish  people  from  a repeat  of 
the  Holocaust.  All  thinking  people  support  this.  They  will  also  be 
comforted  (and  exempted)  to  know  that  America  defeated  the  Nazi,  stopped 
the  killing  and  helped  Jews  return  to  their  homeland.  Next  Americans  can 
walk  over  to  the  museum  of  our  history.  They  will  be  amazed  and  pleased 
at  the  beauty  of  our  past.  Scenes  of  tipis,  tanning  hides  and  pastoral 
living  will  hide  the  blood  covering  every  square  inch  of  America. . .our 
blood.  They  will  go  home  marveling  at  our  ancient  art  and  beauty  and  a 
little  sad  we  had  to  pass  into  history  because  our  buffalo  suddenly 
vanished.  They  may  even  feel  a twinge  of  quilt  at  the  part  their 
ancestors  played  in  our  demise.  But  they  will  go  away  without  seeing  or 
knowing  the  "time  of  horror"  each  and  every  Tribe  went  through  upon 
contact  with  the  European  and  they  will  go  home  without  realizing  how  much 
of  the  slaughter  was  an  officially  inspired,  government  planned,  racist 
policy  of  genocide.  They  will  not  realize  the  depth  of  the  crime  committed 
so  they  will  not  understand  the  crimes  being  committed  today  or  the  need 
for  reparations  to  heal  the  devastation.  They  will  not  understand  that 
there  were  entire  Societies  for  whom  the  "final  solution"  worked.  Entire 
Tribes,  as  whole  and  precious  as  the  Jewish  Tribes,  were  completely  erased 
from  Mother  Earth.  Their  language  will  never  be  heard,  their  poetry, 
music,  science  and  art  is  lost  to  the  world,  because  they  met  a people  who 
believed  in  their  own,  god  given,  superiority  and  the  inferiority  of  all 
else.  (The  base  cause  of  all  genocide).  They  will  go  home  without  feeling 
the  need  to  help  Indian  Nations  secure  their  own  homelands  or  becoming 


determined  there  never  be  another  American  Holocaust.  Worst  of  all  they 
will  go  home  not  knowing  that  our  people  still  suffer  ongoing  policies  of 
genocide  and  attacks  on  our  existence.  Missionaries  and  Governments  still 
work  and  plan  to  erase  us  from  the  face  of  our  Mother  Earth.  Should 
American  Indians  be  suspicious  about  the  placement  and  content  of  these 
two  Museums?  Did  it  take  some  C.I.A.  psy-war  expert  to  figure  out  how 
best  to  cover-up  the  murder  of  over  260  million  people?  Will  this  museum, 
with  a mere  nod  to  the  500  year  holocaust,  stand  as  the  permanent 
enshrinement  of  the  American  lie  and  the  final  resting  place  of  Indian 
history?  I believe  there  should  be  a holocaust  museum  on  Americas 
National  Mall  in  Americas  Capital  city  - but  not  one  of  the  European 
disaster.  It  must  be  a BRIGHT  RED  MUSEUM  OF  THE  AMERICAN  HOLOCAUST!  It 
must  call  the  roll  of  entire  societies  of  beautiful  people  who  succumbed 
to  the  genocidal  onslaught.  It  must  begin  our  time  of  mourning  by  ending 
out  time  of  fear.  ****por  All  My  Relations!****  Carter 

"RE : Residential  Schools  Healing  Funds"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Dan  1999  13:10:44  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub  j : Residential  schools  "healing"  funds 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

ARE  FUNDS  FOR  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL  SURVIVORS  REALLY  ABOUT  "HEALING"? 

1.  "Healing  funds"  heal  few 

2.  "Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation"  Appointment 

3.  Lawyers  clean  up  from  res  school  claims 

"...we  must  misunderstand  Indian  Residential  School  to  the  extent  to  which 
we  think  that  the  pathology  in  the  system  lies  within  the  survivors  of  the 
individual  survivors  of  the  Residential  School  experience.  The  pathology 
that  you  are  looking  for  is  not  in  the  pathology  of  the  people  who  went 
through  the  experience,  the  pathology  is  in  the  system  of  order  that  gave 
rise  to  that  Residential  School,  that  saw  it  in  operation,  that  put  it  in 
operation,  that  thought  it  was  a good  thing,  that  patted  itself  on  the 
back  occasionally  saying:  'aren't  we  doing  well  by  our  brown  cousins?;  we're 
bringing  them  freedom  and  we're  bringing  them  into  this  particular 
world;  aren't  we  generous?  and  all  they  are  paying  for  it  is  all  of  their 
land,  all  of  their  trees,  all  of  their  minerals,  all  of  their  water,  their 
freedom, their  language,  their  religions,  every  aspect  of  their  form  of 
life,  that's  all  they're  paying....' 

"I'll  tell  you.  Give  us  back  all  the  land,  give  us  back  the  payment  for 
everything  stolen,  meet  your  obligations  under  the  Treaties  and  I will  see 
how  many  of  us  are  still  sick.  Even  if  we  are  sick,  we  have  the  right  as 
sovereign  people  to  decide  what  we  are  going  to  do  about  it- -not  accept 
Health  and  Welfare  Canada's  pronouncement  that  'it's  twenty  sessions  with 
a psychologist  and  you're  out  the  door,  that's  it,  you're  cured.'" 

- from  speech  delivered  in  Edmonton,  Alberta,  by  Dr.  Roland 
Chrisjohn,  Member  of  Iroquois  Confederacy  (Oneida),  healer 
("psychologist"),  author  of  "The  Circle  Game" 

Excerpts  of  speech  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ res school /chrisjohn . html 
Full  text  of  "The  Circle  Game"  at: 

http: //www. treaty7. org/document/circle/circlint . htm 


HEALING  FUND  HEALS  FEW  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL  VICTIMS  IN  '98 
Canadian  Press,  December  30,  1998  by  Wendy  Cox 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  - All  the  apologies,  the  money,  the  court  judgments  and 
the  soul-searching  came  too  late  to  save  Darryl  Watts  from  the  ghosts  of 
his  torturous  days  at  the  Alberni  Indian  Residential  School.  Watts  either 
stumbled  or  jumped  off  a pier  into  Nanaimo  harbour  last  fall.  He  had  just 
found  out  that  the  case  to  determine  compensation  for  him  and  other  abused 
students  was  delayed  - again  - until  April. 

Watts'  family  says  something  in  Darryl  died  long  before  his  plunge  into 


the  harbour.  Before  this  year's  apologies  from  the  churches  that  ran  the 
schools.  Before  a judge  ruled  the  churches  and  the  federal  government 
were  responsible  for  the  crimes  committed  in  the  institutions  they  ran. 
Before  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  offered  a $350-million  healing 
fund  and  an  apology.  And  before  thousands  of  aboriginal  people  joined 
lawsuits  demanding  compensation  for  their  experiences  in  the  schools, 
ensuring  the  legal  wrangling  will  stretch  into  the  millennium  and  the 
sharp  pain  of  memory  will  continue  to  cut. 

By  1998,  despite  all  the  developments  in  the  residential  school  saga. 
Watts  had  slipped  into  heavy  alcoholism.  His  family  blamed  it  on  the 
sexual  and  physical  abuse  he  suffered  at  the  Port  Alberni  institution, 
where  he  was  sent  at  age  four  in  the  1960s.  "He  was  quite  distraught  about 
the  case  carrying  on,"  said  Marlon  Watts,  Darryl's  brother.  "I'm  really 
concerned  about  some  of  the  other  (victims.)  They're  feeling  quite 
unstable  themselves." 

Stewart  opened  the  door  to  the  torrent  of  lawsuits  when  she  uttered  the 
word  sorry  during  a news  conference  last  January  to  deliver  her  Statement 
of  Reconciliation  and  announce  the  fund  for  victims  of  abuse.  Then  a B.C. 
Supreme  Court  decision  last  Dune  kicked  the  door  wide.  The  judge  found  the 
United  Church  and  the  federal  government  equally  responsible  for  abuses 
suffered  at  the  Port  Alberni  school  and  must  share  compensation.  All  sides 
are  appealing.  The  ruling  came  after  Arthur  Henry  Plint,  now  80,  pleaded 
guilty  to  dozens  of  sexual  assaults  on  aboriginal  boys.  Plint  was 
described  by  the  judge  as  a "sexual  terrorist." 

Students  from  the  more  than  80  schools  across  Canada  have  retained 
lawyers  and  recounted  secrets  many  choked  to  tell  out  loud.  "I  had  a woman 
who  told  me  that  just  preparing  (her  statement)  took  two  months  because 
she  kept  crying,  "said  Regina  lawyer  Tony  Merchant,  who  is  acting  on  behalf 
of  a couple  hundred  natives  launching  lawsuits.  "She  said  I'd  stopped 
thinking  about  any  of  those  things." 

Relief  is  a long  way  off.  Court  attempts  to  sort  out  compensation  for 
victims  continue  to  drag  on  and  the  federal  government  announced  this 
month  it  wouldn't  begin  distributing  money  from  the  healing  fund  until 
March.  The  fund  won't  compensate  individual  victims.  Instead,  it's  aimed 
at  communities  and  will  be  awarded  to  mostly  new  projects  that  will  help 
victims,  their  families  or  descendants.  The  package  was  endorsed  by 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  Chief  Phil  Fontaine,  but  it  was  decried  as  too 
little,  too  late  by  other  aboriginal  leaders. 

The  Provincial  Residential  School  Project,  a B.C.  group  backed  by  the 
provinces  219  bands,  is  demanding  $500,000  in  compensation  for  each 
student  who  attended  the  schools  in  the  province.  Simply  forcing  natives 
into  the  schools  was  a form  of  cultural  genocide  on  everyone  who  attended, 
project  members  argue.  Such  compensation  would  push  the  claims  in  British 
Columbia  alone  to  $8  billion.  More  than  100,000  Canadians  report  having 
attended  a residential  school. 

Shawn  Tupper,  who  handles  the  residential  school  file  for  the  Indian 
Affairs  Department,  described  the  number  of  lawsuits  as  staggering. 

Stewart  said  earlier  this  year  her  department  is  looking  at  a separate 
settlement  package  for  claimants. 

In  an  effort  to  avoid  tedious  and  expensive  court  proceedings,  the 
United  Church  appointed  an  adviser  to  look  for  alternatives.  The  church 
also  apologized  formally  last  October.  The  statement  came  one  week  after 
new  evidence  showed  church  and  federal  officials  knew  about  abuse  at  the 
schools  as  early  as  I960,  but  did  nothing  about  it. 

Meanwhile,  the  court  cases  - civil  and  criminal  - continue.  Last  month, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  federal  government  and  10  aboriginal  men 
who  were  sexually  assaulted  at  the  St.  Joseph's  residential  school  near 
Williams  Lake,  B.C.,  reached  a settlement.  The  agreement  includes  an 
undisclosed  financial  payout,  apologies  from  the  church  and  the  government 
and  an  agreement  that  all  the  parties  will  take  part  in  a healing  circle. 
Natives  who  attended  the  Anglican-run  Mohawk  Residential  School  in 
Brantford,  Ont.,  launched  a $2 .4-billion,  class-action  suit  last  October. 
Many  of  the  claimants  never  actually  attended  the  school  but  are  claiming 
damages  because  their  parents  did.  In  August,  a former  residential  school 
supervisor  in  Inuvik,  N.W.T.,  was  sentenced  to  10  years  in  prison  for 


sexually  abusing  teenage  students  in  his  care  at  Grollier  Hall  between 
1967  to  1979. 

The  irony,  says  Ron  Hamilton,  a Nuu-Chah-Nulth  native  living  in  Port 
Alberni,  is  that  the  turmoil  of  today  is  a result  of  a system  that  did 
exactly  as  it  was  supposed  to  - force  aboriginal  people  into  the 
mainstream.  "People  came  home  very  confused.  Most  of  them  left  and  did  not 
go  back." 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  ABORIGINAL  HEALING  FOUNDATION  APPOINTMENT 
Khatou  News,  December  1998 

Ottawa,  Ontario  - George  Erasmus,  Chair  of  the  Board  of  the  Aboriginal 
Healing  Foundation  is  pleased  to  announce  the  appointment  of  Michael 
Degagne  as  Executive  Director.  Mr.  Degagne  becomes  the  first  Executive 
Director  of  the  newly  created  Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation,  following  ten 
successful  years  with  Provincial,  Federal  and  non-governmental 
organizations.  He  held  key  positions  with  the  Canadian  Center  on  Substance 
Abuse,  Health  Canada,  and  the  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Northern 
Affairs . 

He  also  served  as  Senior  Negotiator  for  the  Federal  Government  in  its 
negotiations  over  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  Comprehensive  Claim  in 
1996.  Dr  Degagne  also  served  as  the  Chairman,  Indigenous  Peoples  Section, 
International  Council  on  Alcohol  and  Addictions  in  1997.  Mr  Degagne  is 
Ojibway,  he  was  born  in  Ontario.  He  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Toronto,  (BSc),  and  completed  Masters  degree  in  Health  Administration  from 
Central  Michigan  University/California  State  University.  Mr.  Degagne  is 
currently  completing  his  PhD  with  Michigan  State  University. 

The  Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation  is  governed  by  a Board  composed  of 
leaders  from  First  Nations,  Metis  and  Inuit;  it  has  been  established  to 
support  healing  and  wellness  initiatives  for  survivors  of  residential 
schools . 


RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL  ABUSE  SWAMPS  FEDERAL  LAWYERS 
CBC  News  Webposted  Wed  Dec  30  17:48:34  1998 

TORONTO  - The  federal  government  has  tripled  the  number  of  lawyers  it  has 
working  on  lawsuit  allegations  of  abuse  at  residential  schools.  Half  of  the 
2000  lawsuits  filed  across  the  country  are  based  in  Saskatchewan.  So  far, 
about  225  Saskatchewan  cases  have  been  settled. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
"Present-day  symptomology  found  in  Aboriginal  Peoples  and  societies 
does  not  constitute  a distinct  psychological  condition,  but  is  the 
well-known  and  long  studied  response  of  human  beings  living  under 
conditions  of  severe  and  prolonged  oppression.  Although  there  is  no  doubt 
that  individuals  who  attended  Residential  Schools  suffered,  and  continue 
to  suffer,  from  the  effects  of  their  experiences,  the  tactic  of 
pathologizing  these  individuals,  studying  their  condition,  and  offering 
'therapy'  to  them  and  their  communities  must  be  seen  as  another  rhetorical 
maneuver  designed  to  obscure  (to  the  world  at  large,  to  Aboriginal 
Peoples,  and  to  the  Canadians  themselves)  the  moral  and  financial 
accountability  of  Eurocanadian  society  in  a continuing  record  of  Crimes 
Against  Humanity." 

- from  speech  delivered  in  Edmonton,  Alberta,  by  Dr.  Roland 
Chrisjohn,  Member  of  Iroquois  Confederacy  (Oneida),  healer 
("psychologist"),  author  of  "The  Circle  Game" 

Excerpts  of  speech  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/resschool/chrisjohn . html 
Full  text  of  "The  Circle  Game"  at: 

http://www.treaty7.org/document/circle/circlint .htm 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


— "RE:  Elders  Thrown  Out  of  Homes"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Han  1999  13:05:50  -0800  (PST) 

From:  jesica  roehm  <cheerjes99@yahoo.com> 

Sub  j : Elders  Being  Thrown  Out  of  Their  Homes 

UUCP  email 

I am  not  sure  if  you  will  be  able  to  help  in  any  way,  but 
there  is  an  indian  tribe  in  El  Paso,  Texas  were  many  young 
children,  adults,  and  elderly  people  are  being  thrown  out  of 
their  houses  that  they  have  paid  off.  What's  happening  is  that 
there  is  a political  war  going  on  with  the  Ysleta  Del  Sur 
Pueblo  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  I was  in  the  court  room  on  Monday 
when  the  judge  told  the  tribal  council  they  could  kick  the 
families  off  the  reservation.  These  families  have  done  nothing 
wrong,  and  if  this  was  made  public  maybe  some  other  indian 
nations  would  be  able  to  come  and  join  and  help  those  families 
get  their  houses  back  before  Christmas  time.  The  families 
have  been  ordered  to  leave  by  tomorrow.  There  will  be  many 
people  on  the  streets  with  no  place  to  go  those  houses  were 
their  homes  that  they  paid  off,  and  now  they  are  being  forced 
to  leave  for  no  reason  at  all.  If  there  is  anything  you  can 
do  to  help  these  people  I am  asking  for  your  help. 

You  can  call  Marty  Silvas  at  (915)  859-1174. 

He  was  the  War  Chief  of  the  tribe,  and  he  can  give  you 
greater  details  if  you  are  interested. 

Thank  You,  lesica  Roehm 

"RE : Homecoming  Dance"  

Date:  Fri,  08  Han  1999  15:08:49  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Homecoming  Dance.... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Remember  Homecoming  Dance,  we  were  so  young  and  carefree 
I had  no  vehicle  to  go,  we  lived  so  many  miles  away  from  school 
taking  the  bus  early  in  the  morning,  up  at  six  and  home  by  six  thirty. 
There  was  no  hamburger  joint  only  the  trading  post,  and  no  way  to  go. 

I know  you  my  young  lady  wanted  to  dance  the  night  away,  I could  see  it 
in  your  eyes. 

What  do  you  do  when  you  live  so  far  from  town,  no  car,  no  money  and  no 
clothes  or  even  a place  to  eat,  I know  you  want  to  go,  you  can  hear  the 
music  and  laughter  far  away. 

Oh,  I came  here  tonight  to  see  you.  Will  you  walk  with  me,  didn't  I 
tell  you,  I have  nothing  really  to  offer  you,  but  look  here  is  my 
transistor  radio.  Come  with  me  my  young  maiden,  up  on  the  mesa  we  go, 
slowly  walking,  quietly  under  the  night  sky,  oh  how  the  stars  shine... 

Oh,  didn't  you  know,  I found  KOMA,  the  radio  station  far  away,  there  is 
flat  place  there.  Take  my  hand,  will  you  dance  with  me.  Look  it's  easy, 
stand  close  to  me.  The  floor  is  crowded  don't  you  see,  all  the  animals 
can  see.  Dance  with  me,  yes  I am  silly,  but  try  this  with  me.... I 
offer  you  the  moon  and  a dance  floor  of  sand,  it  isn't  much.  OK,  you 
will  dance  with  me.  Thank  you... no  car,  no  money,  no  fancy  clothes,  no 
place  to  eat,  but  I remember  this  night  when  we  stood  under  the  night 
sky  and  we  danced  to  music  far  away  on  a dirt  floor  and  held  each  other 
close  and  it  was  it  the  best  homecoming  dance  because  you  danced  that 

night  with  me South  of  Shiprock  on  the  Navajo  rez  on  a nite 

sometime  ago. 


Johnny  Rustywire  copyright  1999.  (LOL)....rez  thoughts 


"RE : Story  Teller"  

Date:  Thu,  07  lan  1999  04:23:05  -0800 

From:  Valentina  LaPier  < renegade@cyber port . net > 

Sub j : story  teller  by  Wade  Rain 

UUCP  email 

The  Old  Man  lay  in  the  warm  sunshine  of  summer,  his  back  against  a 
rock.  He  watched  the  vultures  circle  far  above  him.  They  knew.  They 
were  waiting.  He  closed  his  eyes  against  the  glare. 

His  mind  went  back  to  his  youth.  When  he  was  like  the  sun,  right 
now.  A young  man  climbing  the  cliffs  of  life. 

There  were  many  sacred  times  with  women.  When  just  the  thought  of 
them  stiffened  him.  The  sacred  joining  that  had  created  two  young  ones. 

Their  laughing  faces  appeared  behind  his  eyelids.  They  had  enjoyed 
many  winters  and  summers  together.  If  only  he  had  not  gone  with  the 
hunting  party  that  winter.  If  he  had  stayed  home  and  protected  them, 
they  would  have  lived  longer. 

His  heart  stabbed  the  pain  as  he  thought  of  the  day  he  returned  and 
found  them  dead.  Killed  by  the  Blue  coats. 

Who  would  have  thought  the  Yellow  Legs  would  make  war  in  such  cold 
weather?  Before  the  sun  was  even  born? 

After  he  mourned,  he  knew  there  would  never  be  another  precious 
woman  in  his  life.  Nor  would  he  ever  again  go  to  war.  Or  leave  the 
people  to  steal  horses. 

Story  teller  had  become  his  new  name.  Now  it  was  his  old  name. 

Another,  a woman,  a young  woman,  told  the  Tribal  history.  She  was  the 
new  Story  Teller.  It  was  how  things  were  meant  to  be.  The  woman  is 
young,  as  I once  was,  he  thought. 

He  heard  scratching.  He  opened  his  eyes.  Ah,  my  brother.  You  too. 

You  have  hunger. . You  and  the  vultures  know. 

He  struck  the  sniffing  coyote  on  the  nose  with  his  walking  stick.  It 
yelped  and  backed  away. 

The  Old  Man  crawled.  His  legs  were  too  weak  to  support  his  body.  He 
prayed  for  Earth  Mother  to  ease  her  hold  on  him.  To  help  him  struggle 
the  thrown  spear  length  away  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff. 

He  stopped  to  rest.  The  travois  his  sister  had  insisted  he  ride  from 

camp  to  camp  made  his  legs  lose  their  strength.  During  this  last  time, 

today's  sun,  the  people  moved  to  new  hunting  grounds.  He  knew  it  was 
time  to  join  his  wife  and  children  in  the  Sand  Hills. 

During  the  last  winter,  his  sisters  daughter  chewed  his  meat  for 

him.  He  had  continued  to  try  to  be  a man  because  of  her  tears  whenever 
he  gazed  at  the  rocks.  She  knew  his  thoughts. 

Today,  while  the  camp  was  being  truck,  before  the  sun  was  born,  a 
young  man  held  him  in  the  bowel  emptying  position.  That  was  when  he  made 
the  decision  to  leave.  When  a man  can  not  even  perform  his  bodily 
functions  with  dignity 

The  coyote  howled.  He  was  calling  his  mates.  Telling  them  about  the 
meat  that  would  soon  be  available. 

Story  Teller  moved  closer  to  the  cliff.  The  place  where  Earth  Mother 
would  pull  him  to  her.  Against  the  stones  in  the  bottom  of  the  washout. 
Then  brother  vulture  and  coyote  would  feast. 

He  stopped  at  the  edge  and  peered  over  the  side.  There.  The  sharp 
stone,  jutting  upward,  directly  below.  His  spirit  would  fly  away  from 
this  body,  quickly,  he  knew. 

The  Old  Man  looked  at  the  mountains  on  back  of  him  for  the  last 
time.  How  many  experiences  had  taken  place  there?  How  many  stories  did 
he  know?  But...  that  is  gone,  there  is  no  one  to  listen. 

Coyote  sat  on  his  haunches  about  one  spear  length  away,  patiently 
waiting,  panting,  his  tongue  hanging  out  the  side  of  his  mouth,  moisture 
dropping  off  the  end  into  the  sagebrush  near  his  forepaws.  His  eyes 
glinted  in  contentment.  A vulture  landed  on  a rock  above,  stirring  up 


dust,  and  pecked  a a wing,  also  waiting. 

Story  Teller  struggled  to  his  feet.  He  pulled  himself  up  with  his 
walking  stick.  He  glanced  at  the  sun  that  was  approaching  the  middle 
aged  man  stage  of  life. 

He  fell  forward,  down  two  shot  arrow  lengths  to  the  stone  he  had 
aimed  for.  His  head  split  open.  Blood  washed  over  the  rocks. 

The  other  vultures  swooped  down,  into  the  bottom  of  the  washout  and 
started  feeding. 

Coyote  stood  up  and  scrambled  down  the  side  of  the  wash,  eager  to 
get  his  share  of  the  feast. 

A meadowlark  landed  on  a branch  of  the  nearby  scrub  jack  pine  and 
started  singing  his  tune  of  summer.  A rattlesnake  crawled  into  the 
shade  of  the  same  tree.  A prairie  dog  stood  up  and  flicked  its  tail.  Far 
off,  down  in  the  valley,  a plume  of  dust  stirred  where  the  tribe  made 
its  way  north  to  the  summer  hunting  grounds. 

By  Wade  Rain,  copyright  1999 

I love  you  Monikapi,  your  lit'  girl,  mistu  mami  aki 

"RE : Report  on  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference"  

Date:  9 lan  1999  05:55:26  GMT 
From:  jamadacai@aol.com  (DAMADACAI) 

Sub j : This  may  be  a repeat. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  may  be  of  interest  to  some,  I received  it  in  an  NA  newsletter  in 
todays  e-mail. If  you  have  already  seen  it  ...sorry  :{0 

REPORT  ON  THE  STAR  KNOWLEDGE  CONFERENCE 

For  ten  days  in  Dune,  the  Yankton  Sioux  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  was  a 
gathering  place  for  indigenous  tribal  leaders  from  around  the  globe  and 
hundreds  of  Native  and  Euro-American  listeners...  by  Richard  Boylan,  Ph.D. 

For  ten  days  in  Dune,  the  Yankton  Sioux  Reservation  on  the  windswept 
high  plains  of  South  Dakota  was  a gathering  place  for  indigenous  tribal 
leaders  from  around  the  globe  and  hundreds  of  Native  and  Euro-American 
listeners.  The  occasion  was  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference  and  Sun  Dance, 
convoked  by  Lakota  (Sioux)  spiritual  leader  Standing  Elk  in  response  to  a 
vision.  The  vision  showed  that  Native  American  spiritual  knowledge  about 
the  Star  Nations  (extraterrestrials)  was  to  be  shared.  This  Conference 
also  fulfilled  ancient  Hopi  and  Lakota  prophecies.  Spiritual  shamans  from 
the  Plains  tribes  (Lakota,  Oglala,  Dakota,  Blackfoot,  Nakota)  were  joined 
by  spokespersons  from  the  Eastern  (Iroquois,  Oneida,  Seneca,  Choctaw)  and 
Southwest  (Hopi,  Yaqui,  Mayan)  tribes.  In  addition,  the  chief  Maori  shaman 
from  New  Zealand  came  from  the  southern  end  of  the  world,  as  well  as  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Sammi  (Laplander)  people  from  above  the  Arctic  Circle. 
They  came  because  they  had  seen  signs  occurring  now  which  had  been 
predicted  by  ancient  prophecies.  These  signs  signified  to  them  that  the 
time  had  come  to  speak  openly  about  their  most  closely-held  oral 
traditions.  These  traditions  include  their  origin  from  the  stars,  the 
influence  of  Star  People  visitors  on  the  formation  of  their  culture  and 
their  spiritual  beliefs  and  ceremonies,  and  the  imminent  return  of  these 
Star  Nations. 

Unprecedented  as  this  gathering  was,  further  precedent  was  set  when 
Standing  Elk,  in  a published  announcement  with  apology  to  all  Elders, 
declared  that  this  sacred  knowledge  "is  to  be  shared  with  our  brothers  of 
the  four  directions",  (the  entire  non-Native  World).  Additionally,  he 
invited  world-famous  Euro/American  experts  on  extraterrestrials  to  also 
speak  at  this  gathering  of  elders.  Among  those  speaking  were  such  notables 
as  former  NATO  intelligence  Sgt. -Major  Bob  Dean;  Harvard  Professor  Dohn 
Mack,  M.D.;  author  Whitley  Strieber;  CSETI  assistant  director  Martin 
Keller;  former  Acting  Finnish  Surgeon-General  Rauni  Kilde,  M.D.;  Professor 
Leo  Sprinkle,  Ph.D.;  ET  research  psychologist  Richard  Boylan,  Ph.D.; 
Professor  Courtney  Brown,  Ph.D.;  Italian  stigmatic-experiencer  Giorgio 
Bongiovanni;  German  researcher  Michael  Hesemann;  former  CIA  paranormal 


operatives  Dea  Martin  and  Darrel  Sims;  contactees  Marilyn  Carlson  and 
Randolph  Winters;  and  others. 

This  report  is  a summary  of  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference.  As  such,  it 
will  necessarily  not  cover  every  topic  or  every  speaker.  Furthermore, 
because  Native  speakers  have  not  presented  their  messages  publicly  before, 
while  the  Euro-American  experts  have  been  widely  reported,  this  Report 
will  focus  on  the  Native  revelations. 

Standing  Elk,  Lakota  Keeper  of  the  Six-Pointed  Star  Nation  Altar 

Standing  Elk,  Lakota  Keeper  of  the  Six-Pointed  Star  Nation  Altar,  in  his 
opening  remarks,  noted  that  medicine  men  have  the  ability  to  communicate 
with  the  spiritual  entities  of  Mother  Earth,  such  as  Eagle,  Deer,  Coyote, 
and  the  Star  Nations. 

"The  Star  Nations  were  the  most  crucial  of  all  entities  because  the 
thought  of  other  races  communicating  with  the  grassroots  [indigenous] 
people  would  create  a major  threat  to  the  religious  systems,  the  economy, 
and  educational  system  of  any  government.  The  greatest  fear  in  the 
governmental  structures  was  the  knowledge  that  all  forms  of  'Star 
Government'  had  no  monetary  systems  within  their  governing  structures. 
Their  system  was  based  on  the  mental,  spiritual,  and  universal  laws  with 
which  they  were  too  mentally  and  spiritually  intelligent  to  break.  The 
collapse  of  the  monetary  system  within  the  United  States  government  and 
the  religious  denominations  became  a National  Security  issue,  and  so  it 
became  an  easier  task  to  make  the  Lakota/Dakota  belief  system  illegal  to 
participate  [in]  and  practice."  Standing  Elk  added  that  "The  Lakota/Dakota 
Medicine  Men  are  now  being  instructed  to  share  the  spiritual  knowledge  of 
the  Star  Nations  because  of  the  contamination  of  Mother  Earth  and  the 
pollution  of  the  air." 

He  spoke  of  as  a child  witnessing  UFOs  flying  down  the  nearby  Missouri 
River  valley,  green  balls  of  light  four  times  larger  than  a school 
auditorium.  Through  portholes  on  the  sides  of  these  ships  he  could  see 
shadows  of  persons  inside.  During  one  encounter  he  met  a seven-foot-tall 
man  in  white  clothes  who  appeared  like  a middle-aged  Caucasian.  The  room 
was  filled  with  light.  It  contained  computer-like  machines  which  operated 
on  light  and  "the  law  of  thought." 

Standing  Elk  talked  about  meeting  another  Sioux  Medicine  Man  who 
confirmed  that  there  are  ETs.  Some  are  like  ants  with  big  black  eyes  and 
long  fingers  and  toes.  Some  live  out  in  the  cosmos  and  some  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Moon.  Sioux  legends  relate  that  they  came  from  the  Pleiades, 
with  others  coming  from  the  Sirius  and  Orion  systems.  He  related  about 
having  visitations  in  the  sweat  lodge  from  the  "Grey"  ETs  who  bear 
messages  and  provide  answers  to  questions.  Standing  Elk  talked  about  being 
visited  by  a five-foot-tall,  orange-skinned  extraterrestrial  with  large 
eyes.  He  also  mentioned  blue  and  green  Star  People  and  "a  hundred  other 
races  you  don't  know  about."  He  asserted  that  "the  Way  of  the  Stars  is  in 
every  culture." 

Moving  to  a religious  theme,  he  said  Desus  was  a Star  Man.  Standing  Elk 
noted  that  the  symbols  found  on  the  wreckage  of  the  Roswell  UFO  crash  each 
had  two  meanings:  a universal  law  and  a spiritual  law.  During  a subsequent 
presentation,  he  presented  interpretations  of  these  various  ET  symbols, 
which  he  had  received  from  Star  People  who  manifested  during  sweat  lodge 
ceremonies . 

Floyd  Hand,  Oglala  Spiritual  Advisor 

The  next  speaker,  Oglala  spiritual  advisor  Floyd  Hand,  continued  the 
religious  theme,  speaking  about  the  Avatars  (world  religious  teachers), 
such  as  lesus,  Buddha,  Mohammed,  and  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman,  (the  Star 
Person  who  gave  the  Sioux  their  spiritual  history,  health  practices,  and 
ceremonies.)  "The  Avatars  are  Star  People."  He  said  that  seven  different 
galaxies  are  represented  on  the  earth.  "Each  Native  American  tribe  has  its 
ET  race  [of  origination  counterpart]."  The  Star  People  will  return  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  1990s.  Changes  will  happen  as  their  time  draws  near. 

The  first  sign  is  floods,  fires,  and  earthquakes.  There  will  be  a world 
Great  Drought  in  1997-1999.  Many  will  starve.  There  will  be  destruction  of 
electrical  and  sewer  lines,  loss  of  cities,  and  many  lives.  In  1998,  White 


Buffalo  Calf  Woman  is  coming  back  to  Turtle  Island  (the  U.S.).  There  are 
Four  Omens.  The  First  Omen  was  the  recent  birth  of  a white  buffalo  calf  on 
a White  ranch,  whose  hide  eventually  turned  the  other  colors  of  the  Four 
Nations  (yellow,  red,  and  black).  The  second  Omen  was  the  birth  of  another 
white  buffalo  calf  to  a Sioux  rancher  but  it  died.  "We  have  no  right  to 
destroy  four-leggeds  and  winged  creatures  for  our  purposes."  The  Third 
Omen  was  a third  white  calf  but  no  one  is  listening  despite  human 
suffering  and  death.  The  Fourth  Omen  will  be  the  Star  People  coming  and 
visiting  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Floyd  Fland  urged  people  to  get  away  from 
urban  hubbub  and  sharpen  their  senses.  He  added,  "Start  putting  in  a 
garden,  put  away  food;  it's  going  to  be  hard.  There  will  be  a new 
government."  Hand  sees  the  end  of  the  current  world  on  January  21,  2021. 

Paula  Underwood,  Iroquois  Elder 

Elder  Paula  Underwood  gave  an  Iroquois  perspective  on  off-planet 
lifeforms.  She  described  the  many  appearance-forms  of  the 
extraterrestrials . In  answer  to  the  question  of  whether  we  can  form 
community  with  them,  she  replied  that  "all  who  walk  on  two  legs  are  our 
brothers  and  sisters.  We  come  from  the  unity  of  the  Universe."  Underwood 
told  of  an  Iroquois  oral  tradition  of  an  ET  telepathic  message  to  the 
Iroquois:  "We  are  coming."  The  Iroquois  Elders  thought-responded,  "Don't 
come;  we  are  not  prepared.'  The  Star  People  replied,  "Prepare  yourselves." 

Harry  Charger,  Lakota  Elder 

Lakota  Elder  Harry  Charger  discussed  the  oral  tradition  of  the  Sioux 
peoples.  There  have  been  many  ET  visitations  with  the  Sioux  during  sweat 
lodge  ceremonies.  Charger  said  that  50  percent  of  what  we  see  of  ET 
appearances  are  mental  projections  from  the  ETs.  He  said  the  Star  Nations 
are  concerned  about  our  destruction  of  the  planet.  He  told  of,  as  a boy, 
being  instructed  by  his  grandmother  to  make  a ball  that  didn't  bounce. 
Later  the  village  grandmothers  gathered  to  try  out  tossing  this  gentle- 
landing ball  he  made.  They  smiled  with  satisfaction  as  it  soft-landed. 
Years  later  he  realized  the  point:  that  the  soft-lander  ball  was  a ritual 
reenactment  of  a space  vehicle  which  had  touched  down  on  the  Lakota  lands. 

The  Lakota  Elder  told  the  Sioux  spiritual  origin  legend.  Two  Lakota 
scouts  were  out  away  from  the  tribe  when  a young,  beautiful,  pale-white 
luminous  woman  appeared  to  them.  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman.  She  gave  them 
important  instructions  about  their  origin,  and  spiritual  teachings  and 
ceremonies  to  bring  back  to  their  people.  One  scout  had  lustful  thoughts 
for  the  woman  and  sought  to  approach  her  erotically.  He  perished.  The 
other  scout  had  paid  respectful  attention  and  brought  back  her  teachings 
to  the  people  who  have  been  sustained  by  them.  Charger  said  that  each  of 
us  faces  the  same  choice:  how  will  each  of  us  react  to  the  return  of  the 
Star  People's  presence? 

Rauni-Leena  Kilde,  M.D.,  Finnish  Physician 

Finnish  physician  Rauni-Leena  Kilde,  M.D.,  spoke  of  the  extraterrestrial 
experience  among  the  Sammi  (Laplander)  people  she  was  raised  with  above 
the  Arctic  Circle  in  Scandinavia.  Her  first  remembered  contact  was  when 
she  was  in  a severe  car  crash.  As  she  laid  there  mortally  injured,  a small 
ET  was  at  her  side  working  on  healing  her  injured  liver.  Later,  the 
hospital  staff  could  not  understand  how  she  survived  the  crash.  Later  she 
remembered  ET  contacts  as  a child  living  among  the  Sammi.  She  reported 
that  there  is  a change  of  attitude  in  Scandinavia  and  the  European  Union 
about  cosmic  contacts.  She  hears  positive  reactions  to  ET  encounters.  In 
Scandinavia.  The  so-called  "Grey"  aliens  are  rare.  Most  common  there  are 
the  small,  short,  wrinkled  "Dwarf"  ETs.  Her  country  borders  Russia,  where 
cosmonauts  were  threatened  with  death  if  they  talked  openly  about  UFO 
encounters . 

Steve  Red  Buffalo,  Lakota 

Steve  Red  Buffalo  (Lakota)  gave  a talk  about  the  Star  People  coming  down 
from  the  Pleiades.  The  Sioux  trace  their  origin  to  that  Seven  Sisters 
constellation.  The  Pleiades  have  a connection  with  the  "chanupa",  the 
sacred  pipe,  which  symbolizes  the  union  of  the  Earth  (stone  bowl)  with  the 


sky  (hollow  stem  through  which  smoke  is  drawn  and  sent  heavenward.) 


Chanupa  Wambdi  Wicasa,  Dakota  Spiritual  Leader 

Dakota  spiritual  leader  Chanupa  Wambdi  Wicasa  (Deer  Man)  startled  those 
listening  by  stating  that  the  current  pope,  John  Paul  II,  is  a Pipe 
Carrier  (a  Native-American  spirituality  tradition-keeper).  The  Pope  fasted 
and  entered  into  a sweat  lodge  ceremony  with  the  Dakota  while  visiting  in 
Canada  and  congratulated  the  Dakota  for  keeping  their  traditions  and 
ceremonies . 

Deer  Man  interpreted  a recent  crop  circle  design  as  containing  a highly 
relevant  message.  This  Crop  Circle  consisted  of  five  concentric  circles. 
The  first  four  circles  are  like  orbit  paths  around  a central  sun,  with  a 
planet-like  "bead"  imbedded  in  each  orbit  circle  except  the  third  one.  The 
outermost  ring  is  a chain  of  densely-packed  "beads"  of  varying  sizes.  The 
entire  Crop  Circle  is  the  Circle  of  Life.  The  four  inner  circles  are  the 
traditional  Four  Nations  of  humanity:  yellow,  red,  black  and  white.  The 
smallest  circle  near  the  nucleus  is  the  White  Race.  Spirit  gave  the  White 
Race  responsibility  for  Fire.  The  White  Man  forgot  his  responsibility  and 
so  created  the  nuclear  bomb.  The  White  race's  elliptical  orbit  indicates 
that  it  is  out  of  balance. 

The  second  orbit  is  the  Black  Race,  which  has  the  responsibility  for 
Water.  They  have  forgotten  their  responsibility.  As  a result,  the  waters 
are  contaminated  and  this  causes  cancer.  The  third  orbit  is  the  Red  Race 
whose  "planet-bead"  is  missing.  The  Red  Race  has  responsibility  for  the 
Earth.  Their  "bead"  is  missing  because  the  Red  Nation  still  walks  with  the 
"Tunkashilas"  (Grandfathers,  spiritual  guides).  The  fourth  orbit  is  the 
Yellow  Race  whose  responsibility  is  the  air.  But  Asian-sponsored  factories 
pollute  the  air.  Deer  Man  commented  that  "we  have  brought  these  imbalances 
on  ourselves.  The  Red  Race  has  responsibility  for  the  land  but  cannot  do 
so  because  of  herbicides,  acid  rain,  and  underground  nuclear  testing." 
Spirit  told  Deer  Man  that  the  other  races  were  to  follow  the  Red  Way  of 
Life  too  but  have  lost  it. 

The  outermost  circle  is  the  Star  Nations.  "The  Star  Nations  are  here  to 
help  us."  The  Earth  was  out  of  balance  and  is  rebalancing  its  tilt.  "We 
have  to  help  the  Earth  come  back  into  balance.  Time  as  you  know  it  is 
coming  to  an  end  sooner  than  you  think.  There  will  not  be  cars  or  TVs."  Fie 
said  that  the  Grandfathers  taught  him  that  we  are  coming  to  the  end  of  the 
Fourth  World.  We  are  about  to  enter  the  Fifth  World."  [This  concurs  with 
similar  Hopi  prophecies.]  "It  will  take  Nine  Worlds  before  we  get  to  the 
Spirit  World." 

Roy  Little  Sun  speaking  on  behalf  of  Grandfather  Titus, 

Flopi,  Keeper  of  the  Prophecy  Tablets 

Hopi  Grandfather  Titus,  Keeper  of  the  Prophecy  Tablets,  adopted  Roy 
Little  Sun.  He  spoke  on  behalf  of  his  grandfather.  He  told  of  a Solar 
System  planetary  alignment  sequence  moving  into  place  which  is  powerful 
for  the  Earth.  The  outer  planets  line  up  with  the  planets  near  the  Earth. 
"The  power  of  the  heavens  steps  down  to  the  Earth.  The  New  Moon  [Dune  16- 
day  Conference  concluded]  is  an  opening  of  a gate  of  Star  Knowledge." 
Little  Sun  said  that  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference  is  like  a Medicine 
Wheel.  Conference  participants  will  radiate  out  to  spread  the  information 
to  others:  "taking  the  teachings  of  the  Star  People  and  applying  them  to 
human  interactions." 

Norbert  Running,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 

Norbert  Running,  a Lakota  Medicine  Man,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
participate  in  the  revived  Sun  Dance  of  modern  times.  He  chastised  latter- 
day  Native  American  "neo-traditionalists"  as  contaminated  by  Christian 
missionaries,  believing  in  devils,  and  making  up  bureaucratic  religion 
rules.  Norbert  Running  said  most  Indians  on  the  reservations  believe  in 
the  Natural  Way  of  spirituality.  He  urged  everyone  to  "cultivate  Spirit 
Guides  to  help  you  in  the  life  path."  He  learned  most  of  what  he  knows  in 
the  "Yuwipi,"  Spirit  Calling-In,  ceremony.  He  told  of  legendary  Sioux 
Elder  Black  Elk  having  a prophetic  vision  of  racial  unity,  a rainbow  lodge 
with  the  Four  Nations  together.  He  also  spoke  of  the  Hopi  prophecy  of  Red 


and  White  brothers  working  together. 


Mac  Wiremu  Ruka,  Chief  Spiritual  Elder  of  the  Maori  people  of  Aotearoa 

The  chief  Spiritual  Elder  of  all  Maori  people  of  Aotearoa  (New  Zealand), 
Mac  Wiremu  Ruka,  accepted  Standing  Elk's  invitation  to  share  the  ancient 
truths  and  prophecies  of  his  people.  Since  age  three.  Elder  Ruka  has  been 
taught  the  genealogies,  secrets,  and  incantations  of  the  cosmic  and  Earth 
realms.  A special  star  alignment  in  1988  told  the  old  Maori  Grandmothers 
that  the  time  had  arrived  to  bring  out  publicly  the  Old  Stories  which  had 
been  kept  hidden  for  centuries;  and  that  Elder  Ruka  was  the  one  designated 
to  speak  them.  The  Maori  Elder  related  accounts  of  the  star  origin  of  his 
people.  In  a moving  candle-lit  ritual,  he  created  a twelve-woman 
ceremonial  circle  at  the  Conference  to  speak  for  Spirit  and  to  set  the 
proper  vibration  for  creating  such  awareness. 

Panther,  Choctaw  Medicine  Man 

Choctaw  medicine  man  Panther  (Preston  Scott)  told  of  how  he  was 
designated  to  follow  the  path  of  the  "heyoka"  (sacred  trickster).  One  day 
as  a boy,  he  was  being  walked  to  school  by  his  mother.  A dark  storming 
cloud  came  up  from  the  west.  His  mother  told  him  to  run  to  his 
grandfather's  house.  He  made  it  as  far  as  the  grandfather's  front  yard 
when  a lightning  bolt  struck  so  close  to  him  that  the  heat  and  energy 
flipped  him  over.  He  landed  on  his  feet  still  running  and  went  up  on  his 
grandfather's  porch.  Being  struck  by  lightning  is  Spirit  designation  as 
"heyoka . " 

As  an  adult.  Panther  was  climbing  a hill  one  day  and  received  a vision 
of  three  Grandfathers.  He  was  told  that  he  was  going  to  go  north  to  the 
Lakota  land,  where  they  would  give  him  a foundation  of  spiritual  knowledge 
to  take  back  to  his  people,  because  the  Choctaw  had  lost  their  spiritual 
ways.  Now  he  is  seeing  spirituality  rising  among  the  Choctaw. 

An  "inipi"  (sweat  lodge)  ceremony  for  a Sun  Dancer  was  led  by  Panther  on 
the  night  of  Dune  15.  As  we  prayed  inside  the  totally-dark  lodge,  there 
appeared  two  rectangular-shaped  lights,  about  the  size  of  bricks,  dancing 
near  the  upper  east  wall.  Panther  commented  that  there  were  six  spirits 
inside  the  lodge.  After  the  lodge,  we  learned  from  others  waiting  outside 
that,  during  the  sweat  lodge,  a high  UFO  went  across  the  sky.  At  first  it 
looked  like  a satellite  but  then  it  stopped  and  gyrated  in  geometric 
patterns  of  flight. 

Gary  Holy  Bull,  Lakota  Medicine  Man  and 
Carrier  of  the  Elk  Medicine  Bundle 

Gary  Holy  Bull,  a Lakota  Medicine  Man,  is  a carrier  of  the  Elk  medicine 
bundle.  His  spiritual  path  was  deepened  when  he  almost  died  during  brain 
surgery  and  had  an  out-of-body-experience  where  he  met  an  old  Indian 
medicine  man  adjusting  energy  particles  coming  out  of  people's  bodies. 

Holy  Bull  told  of  seeing  UFOs  flying  over  Bear  Butte,  a volcanic  peak  in 
the  Black  Hills  and  the  sacred  heart  of  the  Sioux  Nation.  Then  he  spoke 
about  the  Star  Nation  Altars.  These  are  sacred  ritual-object  altars  kept 
by  certain  designated  spiritual  leaders  as  shrines  where  knowledge  of  the 
Star  People  is  gathered,  kept,  and  honored.  The  Lakota  Elder  said  that  the 
Star  Nation  Altars  send  a blue  light  up  to  the  heavens,  which  the  Star 
People  can  see  as  a beacon. 

He  told  of  doing  a ceremony  for  a woman  during  which  a Star  Elder  came 
in  and  landed  nearby.  The  ET  was  tall,  gray,  and  had  large  eyes.  Holy  Bull 
did  the  Calling-In  Song  and  the  "Tunkashilas"  (Grandfather  Spirits)  came 
in,  went  over,  and  held  the  Star  Elder.  The  Star  Elder  told  them  some 
things:  Mother  Earth  is  dying;  their  (the  Star  Elder's)  planet  is  dead, 
lifeless.  He  is  telling  Holy  Bull  this  because  the  Native  Americans  have 
the  Spirit.  Mother  Earth  will  clean  the  ozone. 

Gary  Holy  Bull  had  an  advising  Dream  one  year  ago  to  go  to  a spiritual 
gathering  where  sacred  bundles  and  pipes  were  placed  together.  That  Dream 
was  fulfilled  on  Dune  23  at  Greengrass,  South  Dakota  [near  the  Brule  Sioux 
Reservation].  In  an  unprecedented  joining,  the  three  Sacred  Bundles  of  the 
Sioux  (the  pipe),  the  Cheyenne  (arrows),  and  the  Arapaho  (sacred  hat)  were 
brought  together.  This  fulfills  a prophecy  about  the  beginning  events  of 


the  Thousand  Years  of  Peace. 


Rod  Shenandoah,  Blackfoot-Oneida  Medicine  Man 

Rod  Shenandoah,  a Blackfoot-Oneida  medicine  man,  in  a side  lecture  during 
the  Sun  Dance  ceremonies,  talked  about  the  visitations  from  the  Star 
People  which  he,  Wallace  Black  Elk,  and  many  other  medicine  persons, 
chiefs,  and  other  Native  Americans  have  experienced.  He  pointed  out  that 
"Indians  consider  themselves  privileged"  when  such  Star  Nation  contacts 
occur.  They  consider  such  visits  to  be  sacred  events.  Wallace  Black  Elk 
had  a visit  by  extraterrestrials  while  he  was  in  isolation  on  a spiritual 
"hanblaceya"  (fast  and  Vision  Quest). 

Standing  Elk,  Lakota  Keeper  of  the  Six-Pointed  Star  Nation  Altar 

In  a final  teaching  round  adjacent  to  the  Sun  Dance,  Standing  Elk  said 
the  Star  People  are  here  to  teach,  to  foster  spiritual  growth,  and  to 
prepare  us  for  dealing  with  the  challenging  Earth  Changes  coming  up  in  the 
next  several  years.  The  Star  People  are  included  as  honored  Elders  in  the 
Native  American  key  reverential  saying,  "Mitakuye  oyasin!"  (All  my 
relations ! ) . 

Standing  Elk  spoke  of  the  extraterrestrials  communicating  telepathically 
with  Indians,  and  that  the  original  Spiritual  Language  of  the  Sioux 
[different  from  conversational  Lakota]  is  a language  of  a few  cryptic  key 
words,  designed  to  stimulate  and  to  be  supplemented  by,  full  additional 
"telepathic"  communication.  The  same  Star  People  who  visit  the  Sioux  also 
visit  the  Hopi  Indians.  He  said  the  Star  People  and  the  Indians  have  the 
same  DNA.  Standing  Elk  noted  that  there  is  Big  News  coming,  "fast  changes 
but  they  are  slow  in  arriving."  He  also  commented  that  the  Star  People  are 
also  aware  of  the  Law  of  Karma.  Thus,  the  rogue  ETs,  [the  few  renegades 
who  have  collaborated  with  the  Shadow  Government],  "are  busy  now  putting 
their  act  together." 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th-Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred 
White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  the  19th-Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation,  had  called  for  a 
World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  on  Dune  21,  the  Summer  Solstice.  This  was  in 
response  to  prophecies  shared  by  spiritual  leaders  and  Elders  at  the 
United  Nations,  that  it  is  time  to  begin  global  healing  by  working 
together  towards  world  peace  and  harmony. 

While  Looking  Horse,  the  other  Sacred  Bundle  Keepers,  and  many  others 
gathered  at  Grey  Horn  Butte  (Devil's  Tower  National  Monument),  Standing 
Elk  and  those  participating  in  the  Sun  Dance  on  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Reservation  held  an  observance  in  solidarity  with  the  World  Peace  and 
Prayer  Day.  As  representatives  of  the  Four  Nations  stood  in  the  Four 
Directions  doorways  of  the  Sun  Dance  circle,  and  the  gathered  dancers  and 
participants  prayed,  high  above  the  central  Sun  Dance  pole  a thin  hollow 
circle  of  cirrus  cloud  formed  around  and  away  from  the  Sun,  refracting 
within  itself  a perfectly  circular  rainbow.  Although  the  wind  was  up  from 
the  west  and  other  scattered  clouds  blew  by,  the  circular  rainbow  remained 
perfect  and  immobile  for  over  an  hour,  as  witnessed  by  all  the 
participants  who  looked  up. 

In  the  Bible,  the  rainbow  is  described  as  a sign  of  peaceful  favor  from 
the  One  the  Indians  know  as  the  Great  Spirit.  Perhaps  Tunkashila  was 
indicating  that  we  can  approach  the  ending  of  the  Fourth  World  and  our 
emergence  into  the  Fifth  World  with  hope. 
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Tribal  judge's  status  as  Mesa  probationer  puts  cases  in  question 

By  Carol  Sowers 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Jan.  9,  1999 

A judge  in  the  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community  continues  to 
rule  on  criminal  cases  even  though  she  is  on  probation  for  the  misdemeanor 
assault  of  a fellow  tribal  member. 

Willardine  Sampson,  48,  who  was  appointed  to  the  bench  about  six  months 
ago,  confessed  to  slapping  and  scratching  Jerrod  Achin,  19,  during  an  August 
confrontation  in  Mesa  because  she  suspected  him  of  spraying  gang  graffiti  on 
her  property  and  car. 

Although  Achin  was  not  seriously  hurt,  the  assault  underscores  confusion 
over  tribal  laws  and  raises  serious  questions  about  whether  Sampson's 
rulings  will  be  vulnerable  to  appeal. 

Some  tribal  members  are  demanding  that  the  Tribal  Council  take  action  on 
Sampson's  conviction,  which  the  council  has  known  about  for  4 1/2  months, 
said  Tom  Largo,  a Tribal  Council  member. 

"We  haven't  acted  as  quickly  as  we  should  have,"  Largo  said. 

Sampson  was  placed  on  administrative  leave  for  about  two  months  but 
returned  to  the  bench  because  of  the  confusion  over  tribal  law.  Largo  said. 

Teresa  Carlos,  29,  a tribal  member,  said  she  was  surprised  that  Sampson 
remains  on  the  bench. 

"It's  not  fair  to  the  people  she's  trying,"  Carlos  said. 

Neither  Sampson  nor  Achin  returned  calls  for  comment. 

Sampson's  run-in  with  Achin  and  Mesa  police  began  about  5 a.m.  Aug.  29 
when,  according  to  police  reports,  she  followed  him  from  the  reservation  to 
Mesa  after.  She  said  she  had  seen  him  and  others  spraying  gang  graffiti  on 
her  fence,  car  and  irrigation  standpipe. 

She  told  Mesa  police  that,  after  the  two  stopped  their  cars  at  McKellips 
Road  and  Country  Club  Drive,  she  followed  him  to  his  vehicle  and  "began  to 
slap  his  face.  In  the  process  of  slapping  him,  I scratched  his  face." 

Sampson  said  Achin  and  others  had  spray-painted  letters,  "TCS/DK,"  which 
she  said  refers  to  True  Chronic  Smokers/David  King.  True  Chronic  Smokers 
is  a gang  name.  She  did  not  identify  David  King. 

Achin  told  Mesa  police  that  Sampson  tried  to  hit  his  truck  at  a red  light. 

He  said  when  he  returned  to  his  truck  she  "hit  me  on  the  head  and 
scratched  my  face." 

A Mesa  court  placed  Sampson  on  a year's  probation,  fined  her  $200  and 
ordered  her  to  undergo  treatment  for  anger  control. 

The  Salt  River  Community  police  referred  Sampson's  allegations  that  Achin 
spray-painted  her  property  to  tribal  prosecutors.  They  refuse  to  comment  on 
the  status  of  the  case. 


Sampson's  status  as  a judge  is  also  in  question. 

Tribal  ordinances  say  that  a judge  can  be  removed  by  the  Tribal  Council  if 
found  guilty  of  a felony,  or  a misdemeanor  involving  "moral  turpitude." 

Largo  said  it  is  unclear  if  Sampson's  conduct  fits  that  description. 

Roman  Manuel,  chief  judge  of  the  Tribal  Court  between  1980  and  1990,  would 
not  comment  on  the  Sampson  case  but  said  the  tribal  ordinance  is  clear. 

Judges,  he  said,  cannot  be  appointed  if  convicted  of  a misdemeanor  "and 
cannot  remain  on  the  bench  if  they  are  guilty  of  one." 

Manuel,  who  now  represents  clients  in  Tribal  Court,  said  prosecutors  are 
raising  questions  about  whether  Sampson's  decisions  will  stand  up  to  appeal. 

Largo  agrees  that  her  rulings  could  be  in  question. 

Meanwhile,  Largo  said  the  tribe  should  hire  outside  lawyers  to  help  sort 
out  the  ordinance  or  decide  if  it  should  be  rewritten. 

Carol  Sowers  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7482  or  at  carol.sowers@pni.com  via 
e-mail . 


"RE : Racism  is  Alive  and  Well"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Jan  1999  23:44:29  -0500 

From:  morningstar@Highland . Net  (Barbara  MorningStar) 

Sub j : Racism  is  alive  and  well.... 

UUCP  email 

On  Sunday,  January  3,  the  Knoxville  News-Sentinel  printed  an  incredibly 
offensive,  repulsive,  full-page  cartoon  directed  towards  the  Fiesta  bowl, 
which  the  Tennessee  Vols  eventually  won.  The  cartoon  depicted  a train 
with  a caricature  of  a Native  person,  representing  the  Florida  Seminoles 
(who  were  also  playing  in  the  Fiesta  bowl).  The  train  had  hit  the  Indian 
man,  there  was  a caption  that  said  "Don't  worry.  Folks ...  Fie ' s not  a 
full-blooded  Indian ...  Fie ' s just  a Semi-Nole!"  There  is  a sign  at  the 
bottom  of  the  cartoon  that  says  "New  and  Improved  Trail  of  Tears"  and  a 
quote  that  says  "Paleface  speak  with  forked-tongue ! This  land  is  ours  as 
long  as  grass  grows  and  river  flows ...  oof ! " 

In  fury  and  outrage,  I called  and  spoke  with  the  editor  the  following 
Monday,  expressing  my  horror  at  the  entire  cartoon,  the  Trail  of  Tears 
reference  and  the  reference  to  treaties  that  were  broken  causing  the 
deaths  of  men,  women  and  children.  I told  him  that  racism  was 
unacceptable  and  that  this  was  unforgivable.  Fie  told  me  that  many 
people  called  terribly  upset  and  that  they  would  print  a retraction  the 
following  Sunday  (today) . Fie  said  they  meant  no  offense  and  were 
terribly  sorry  that  they  had  been  so  insensitive.  Fie  was  humble, 
apologetic  and  contrite.  Well,  I bought  the  paper  today  and  there  were 
SEVEN  letters  to  the  editor  expressing  horror  and  offense  at  this 
cartoon.  The  only  response  from  the  editor  was  a small  box  in  bold, 
italic  letters  that  read: 

Some  readers  took  offense  at  a News-Sentinel  cartoon  that  ran  on  the 
Jan.  3 cover  of  a special  sections  setting  up  the  Fiesta  Bowl  game  between 
Tennessee  and  Florida  State.  Letter  writers  thought  we  crossed  the  line 
between  bedeviling  an  opponent  in  a football  game  and  stereotyping 
Native  Americans  by  poking  fun  at  the  Seminoles,  FSU's  nickname. 
Particularly  objectionable  to  the  letter  writers  was  a reference  to  the 
Trail  of  Tears,  the  historic  route  used  by  the  federal  government  for 
removal  of  Native  Americans  from  their  lands  in  the  South. 

Certainly  there  was  no  intent  to  belittle  anyone.  The  cartoon  was  aimed 
at  a worthy  foe  in  the  spirit  of  athletic  rivalry,  as  were  previous 
cartoons  this  past  season  featured  in  game-day  editions.  Flowever,  we 
acknowledge  the  sensitivities  involved,  and  we  apologize  if  we  offended 
anyone  - The  Editor. 

I do  NOT  consider  this  an  appropriate  apology.  I see  no  evidence  that 
there  was  any  contrition  or  recognition  of  their  wrong-doing  or  their 
racist  attitude  -only  concern  about  offense.  Below  the  letters  to  the 
editors,  there  is  a large  box  (larger  than  the  apology!)  that  states  in 


large  bold  letters  Letters  from  readers  welcome.  So  it  would  be  grand 
if  others  would  consider  telling  this  newspaper  that  we  as  a people  have 
had  ENOUGH  of  this. 

The  box  says  to  mail  to: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  KNoxville  News-Sentinel 

P.0.  Box  59038 

Knoxville,  TN.  37950-9038 

email  address:  letters@knews.com 

fax  number:  (423)673-2059 

Needless  to  say,  my  letter  is  already  on  its  way.  Please  forgive  any 
duplication  of  this  posting  - I feel  it  is  important  to  send  it  to  all 
the  lists  to  which  I subscribe.  Thank  you. 

In  unity, 

Barbara  MorningStar 

We  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life; 

We  are  merely  a strand  of  it. 

Whatever  we  do  to  the  web. 

We  do  to  ourselves...  Chief  Sealth. 
http: //www. smokeymtns . com/creativespirit 

"RE : Death  Row:  Dohn  Walter  Castro/Randy  Reeves"  

Date:  5 Han  1999  22:26:30  GMT 

From:  "CSIA/LPSG-France"  <Celine.Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub j : Dohn  Walter  Castro,  Randy  Reeves 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Greetings  All, 

The  following  updates  concern  2 Native  Americans  on  death  row,  whose 
scheduled  executions  are  imminent  : Dohn  Walter  Castro  (Otoe)  on  3an.  7th 
and  Randy  Reeves  (Omaha)  on  3an.  14th  !!! 

These  informations  were  forwarded  to  me  by  Linda  Lucasey,  Americans  Against 
the  Death  Penalty. 

Celine 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Date:  Tue,  5 Han  1999  09:47:54  +0100  (MET) 

From:  Linda  Lucasey  <linda-aadp@calva . net> 

OKLAHOMA: 

Death  penalty  opponents  plan  a protest  outside  Oklahoma's  governor's 
mansion  Wednesday  night  in  the  hours  before  the  scheduled  execution  of 
confessed  killer  3ohn  Castro  Senior.  Castro's  execution  would  be  the 
3rd  in  carried  out  in  Oklahoma  in  4 weeks.  Death  penalty  opponents 
say  it  is  part  of... in  their  words... "a  winter  of  death."  The 
37-year-old  Castro  is  scheduled  to  die  by  lethal  injection  early  Thursday 
for  the  1983  killing  of  Beulah  Sissons  Cox  in  Stillwater.  He  also  has 
been  convicted  of  killing  a Ponca  City  woman. 

(source:  States  News  Service) 

NEBRASKA: 

"What  do  we  want?  Clemency!  When  do  we  want  it?  Now!" 

That  was  the  spirited  chant  from  more  than  25  half-frozen  demonstrators 
Sunday  morning  outside  the  Capitol. 

The  rally  was  one  of  many  events  scheduled  in  the  days  remaining  before 
Randy  Reeves'  execution,  set  for  3an.  14.  Reeves  stabbed  to  death  Danet 
Mesner  and  Vicki  Lamm  in  1980  in  Lincoln's  Quaker  Meeting  House. 

The  rally  was  held  in  conjunction  with  anti-death  penalty  services  at 
several  Lincoln  churches.  Some  churches,  including  Antelope  Park  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  displayed  3 roses  at  their  services:  one  for  Mesner, 
one  for  Lamm  and  one  for  Reeves. 


The  demonstrators  at  the  Capitol  carried  signs  bearing  messages  such  as: 
"Is  Randy  Reeves  gonna  die  because  he's  an  Indian?";  "Make  it  life 
without  parole";  and  "Listen  to  the  families!  Mercy  for  Reeves." 

The  last  sign  referred  to  several  relatives  of  the  murdered  women  who 
oppose  Reeves'  execution.  Marilyn  Grossenbacher,  Mesner's  younger  sister, 
Mesner's  parents,  as  well  as  Lamm's  husband,  Gus,  and  daughter,  Audrey, 
have  spoken  out  against  the  execution.  Lamm's  brother  and  father  have 
said  Reeves  should  die. 

The  rally  went  on  as  planned  Sunday,  despite  temperatures  that  hovered 
near  zero  at  11:30  a.m. 

"Change  and  great  things  are  achieved  only  through  struggle.  Maybe  part 
of  the  struggle  is  subjecting  yourself  to  discomfort,"  explained  Christy 
Hargesheimer,  local  coordinator  for  Amnesty  International. 

Reeves'  case  has  inspired  commitment,  said  lake  Decker,  19.  "It's  just 
the  fact  that  this  guy  has  not  ever  in  his  whole  trial  gotten  a fair 
one . " 

Reeves'  attorney  Paula  Hutchinson  announced  Sunday  that  Gus  and  Audrey 
Lamm  would  be  returning  to  Nebraska  to  canvass  the  state  in  opposition  to 
the  execution.  The  2 were  in  the  state  in  December  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Moira  Ferguson,  vice  president  of  Nebraskans  Against  the  Death  Penalty, 
said  the  survivors  who  oppose  Reeves'  execution  will  be  hurt  additionally 
if  the  execution  is  carried  out.  "That  makes  it  totally  immoral  and 
unjust . " 

(source:  Lincoln  lournal  Star) 

Celine,  this  got  to  me  to  late  to  act  on... 

I apologize  in  advance  that  this  message  may  reach  many  after  the  fact. 
However,  for  those  who  are  able,  please  listen  to  Native  America  Calling, 
broadcast  on  Monday,  lanuary  4,  1999  at  12  noon  to  1 p.m.  Central  Time  (1-2 
EST). 

The  program  will  feature  a live  call-in  discussion  of  the  death  penalty 
and  Native  America. 

It  is  broadcast  on  the  world  wide  web  at  http://www.airos.org 

Thanks  for  your  participation. 

--Nebraskans  Against  The  Death  Penalty 

NEBRASKA: 

Secretary  of  State  Scott  Moore  said  that  he  believes  members  of 
Nebraska's  Pardons  Board  should  feel  an  obligation  to  hear  requests  for 
clemency  from  death  row  inmates  before  allowing  executions  to  proceed. 

"I  think  it's  important  to  have  a hearing  before  you  make  that  kind  of 
personal  decision,"  Moore  said  in  an  interview. 

"You  ought  to  be  willing  to  see  them  in  the  flesh  and  hear  from  them 
before  you  make  a decision  on  someone's  life." 

Moore  - along  with  the  governor  and  attorney  general  - is  1 of  3 
members  of  the  state  Pardons  Board,  which  has  the  authority  to  commute 
a death  sentence.  To  do  so,  it  would  require  at  least  2 of  the  3 
members  to  vote  for  commutation. 

Randy  Reeves  is  scheduled  to  be  executed  Ian.  14  for  the  murders  of  lanet 
Mesner  and  Vicki  Lamm  in  Lincoln  nearly  19  years  ago.  Among  Pardons  Board 
members,  only  Moore  has  indicated  a willingness  to  grant  a hearing  if 
Reeves  files  a clemency  appeal. 

For  the  last  two  executions.  Gov.  Ben  Nelson  and  Attorney  General  Don 
Stenberg  voted  to  decline  clemency  hearings.  Gov. -elect  Mike  lohanns,  who 
takes  office  on  Ian.  7,  has  indicated  that  he  sees  no  need  for  a clemency 
hearing  unless  there  are  unusual  circumstances  to  consider. 

Meanwhile,  Moore  said  he  believes  defense  attorneys  have  an  obligation  to 
file  "well  before  the  scheduled  execution,"  rather  than  use  the  process 
as  a last-hour  delaying  tactic. 

Moore  described  himself  as  "frustrated"  about  the  change  in  historical 
precedent  in  Nebraska.  With  one  exception  in  1928,  the  Pardons  Board 
routinely  granted  death  row  hearings  before  the  1990s,  he  said. 

Even  mass  murderer  Charles  Starkweather  received  a hearing  2 months 
before  his  1959  execution,  Moore  said. 


The  last  hearing  was  granted  to  Harold  Otey  in  Dune  1991  with  the 
concurrence  of  both  Nelson  and  Stenberg.  Then-Secretary  of  State  Allen 
Beermann  voted  to  commute  Otey's  death  sentence  to  life. 

On  Stenberg' s orders,  2 assistants  testified  against  commutation  at 
that  hearing.  Otey's  attorneys  then  filed  suit  saying  that  Otey  did  not 
receive  a fair  hearing  because  Stenberg  was  biased.  Lancaster  County 
District  Court  Dudge  Bernard  McGinn  issued  a temporary  restraining  order 
staying  the  execution,  and  Otey  lived  for  3 more  years,  dying  in 
Nebraska's  electric  chair  Sept.  2,  1994. 

Since  Moore's  election  in  1994,  2 death  row  inmates  have  been  executed. 
Moore  argued  for  a hearing  for  Robert  Williams.  For  Dohn  Doubert,  Moore 
went  to  the  penitentiary  to  visit  the  condemned  prisoner. 

If  the  board  declines  to  hear  from  Reeves,  Moore  said,  he  will  go  to  the 
prison  again  for  a personal  visit. 

"It  is  important  that  I see  the  person  in  the  flesh,"  he  said.  "I  don't 
want  him  to  be  an  object.  But  I think  it  would  be  better  if  we  saw 
him  at  a hearing  before  the  board." 

Moore  said  he  also  believes  he  has  a duty  to  witness  an  execution. 

"At  some  point  in  time,  I think  you  have  an  obligation  to  know  exactly 
what  it  is.  I ought  to  view  one,"  he  said.  Up  until  now,  he  has  only 
looked  at  the  electric  chair. 

He  said  he  is  "not  opposed  to  the  death  penalty"  and  believes  "in  my 
inner  soul  that  it  is  proper  in  certain  cases." 

"I  do  not  buy  the  argument  that  it  is  a deterrent.  And  I do  not 
necessarily  believe  that  it's  cheaper"  than  life  imprisonment.  "I  believe 
it  is  just  punishment  for  certain  crimes,"  he  said.  Moore  said  he  doesn't 
know  what  it  might  take  for  him  to  vote  for  commutation  of  a death 
sentence . 

"Something  would  have  to  happen.  I don't  know  if  it  would  take  a sign 
from  above,  or  if  I would  somehow  be  struck  by  lightning. 

"I  would  be  predisposed  at  a hearing  in  favor  of  the  death  penalty.  In 
this  case  the  burden  would  be  on  Reeves  to  convince  me  otherwise.  I do 
not  say  never.  But  that's  why  a hearing  ought  to  take  place." 

Asked  if  his  death  penalty  support  might  be  influenced  by  the  political 
pressures  elected  officials  face,  Moore  said,  "I'd  like  to  say  I don't 
think  so. 

"It's  probably  politically  popular  to  'pull  the  switch,'  yet  most  of  the 
letters  I receive  are  to  grant  clemency.  Would  there  be  some  political 
fallout  by  opposing  the  death  penalty  or  granting  clemency?  Probably. 

"But  if  I (were)  basing  my  actions  purely  on  the  political  climate,  I 
would  say  we  should  not  have  a hearing  at  all.  I think  I've  already  taken 
a politically  risky  move." 

(source:  Lincoln  Dournal  Star) 

In  Arizona,  Darrick  Gerlaugh,  a Native  American  prisoner,  has  a serious 
execution  date  of  Feb.  3. 

Linda  Lucasey 

Americans  Against  the  Death  Penalty 
24  rue  des  Carmes  BP  88 
75005  PARIS 

FRANCE  tel  33  (0)1.  69.28.66.30. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sat,  09  Dan  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 


contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

From  my  e-mail  bag: 

Date:  Mon,  11  lan  1999  13:30:47  PST 

From:  "gloria  Stratton"  <gps_12@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Native  Inmate  Richard  Russell 

Greetings  Again, 

I have  another  inmate  that  I would  like  to  put  on  the  list  or  website, 
Richard  Russell  #138348 
A.P.S.C.  - Cheyenne  (South) 

P.O.  BOX  13006 
Yuma,  AZ  85366-3006 

The  most  I know  about  him  is  that  he  is  32  years  old,  and  apparently 
very  nice  looking,  was  a model  before  he  went  in. 

Thank  You, 

Gloria  Stratton 

P.S.  My  young  Dine'  friend  seems  to  be  pleased,  he  has  received  one 
letter  so  far  and  is  expecting  a couple  more  within  the  week,  thanks! 


This  was  VERY  good  news.  I rarely  get  indications  of  how  many  of  the 
listed  inmates  actually  get  pen  pals  from  the  list.  I was  delighted  to 
hear  back  from  one  that  he  did  get  letters! 

From  the  group  at  the  Atlanta  Federal  Prison,  I received  another  address: 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 
5 ' 7",  165  lb. 

Brown  eyes,  black  hair 
Age  37 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  lones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 


Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE ; A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  03  Han  1999  20:22:38  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  89 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XIV.  FRIDAY,  lanuary  6,  1898  NUMBER  11 


TO  THE  NEW-YEAR. 


ONE  song  for  thee.  New  Year. 

One  universal  prayer! 

Teach  us  - all  other  teaching  far  above  - 
To  hide  dark  hate  beneath  the  wings  of  love; 
To  slay  all  hatred,  strife. 

And  live  the  larger  life! 

To  bind  the  wounds  that  bleed. 

To  lift  the  fallen,  lead  the  blind 
As  only  love  can  lead  - 
To  live  for  all  mankind. 

Teach  us.  New  Year,  to  be 
Free  men  among  the  free. 

Our  only  master  Duty;  with  no  God 

Save  one  - our  Maker  - monarchs  of  the  sod! 

Teach  us,  with  all  its  light 

Its  day,  its  night. 

Its  grief,  its  gloom. 

Its  heart-beats  tremulous. 

Its  beauty  and  its  bloom  -- 
God  made  the  world  for  us! 

-FRANK  L.  STANTON,  in  Songs  of  the  Sod. 


MA30R  AND  MRS.  PRATT  IN  THE  BERMUDAS. 


Major  Pratt  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Standing  which  came  in  time  to  be  read 
to  the  pupils  on  Christmas  for  a Christmas  greeting  says: 

"We  had  a quiet  passage  except  for  a few  hours  at  the  end,  and  were 
not  then  materially  uncomfortable." 

They  stopped  first  at  the  Hamilton  House,  but  are  now  at  Mr. 

Hodgsdon ' s across  the  bay  from  Hamilton,  "a  rarely  picturesque  place  in 
this  island  community  of  nothing  but  picturesqueness." 

So  far  their  experiences  have  more  than  met  their  expectations. 

The  air  has  been  balmy  and  mellow  and  the  thermometer  ranges  from  67 
to  73  degrees  seeming  a little  cooler  than  that  because  of  moisture. 

The  roads  are  superb  for  the  wheel,  and  the  bays  filled  with  small 
islands  are  fine  for  boating  of  all  sorts. 

The  Bermudas  belong  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  Major  refers  to  the  land 
the  naval  forces  which  in  their  carriage  and  equipment  compel  respect. 

"I  shall  not  write  much  now,"  he  says  "but  hope  to  receive  the  benefit 
which  I came  to  get." 

"The  boat  sails  at  10:30  this  A.M.,  and  if  she  does  as  well  going  back 


as  she  did  coming  down  you  should  have  this  on  Sunday,  Christmas.  If 
so,  please  publicly  express  to  all  students  and  employees  my  hearty 
Christmas  greetings." 


HOLIDAY  DOINGS. 


Monday,  December  26th,  was  the  day  observed  at  our  school  as  the 
Christmas  holiday,  but  this  year  Christmas  was  spread  out  more  than  in 
years  when  the  day  does  not  occur  on  Sunday. 

When  the  small  boys  went  to  English-speaking  on  Saturday  night  they 
left  their  assembly  room  looking  as  it  always  does  when  they  leave, 
except  that  some  of  the  older  ones  of  their  number  had  artistically 
draped  pretty  trimmings  of  green  on  nails  and  over  pictures. 

But  in  the  hour  the  boys  were  absent  Santa  Clause  came  and  brought  a 
tree,  trimmed  it  and  loaded  it  down  with  presents. 

He  came  and  went  before  they  got  back,  and  who  can  picture  the 
surprise  that  was  on  the  faces  of  the  company  of  boys  as  they  marched  in 
from  chapel  that  Saturday  night? 

Soon  they  heard  distant  bells,  for  Santa  was  coming  with  another 
load.  The  jingling  sounded  nearer  and  nearer  until  finally  the  reindeer 
stopped  just  outside  the  door,  and  Santa,  white  with  snow  and  frost, 
came  bounding  in  to  make  his  boys  happy. 

His  speeches  kept  them  laughing  all  the  while  as  he  handed  their 
presents . 

Every  boy  was  remembered  and  some  of  them  had  so  many  friends  at  the 
school  that  they  received  an  arm-load  of  presents.  The  new  boys 
understood  how  that  was,  and  know  that  they,  too,  will  have  many  friends 
after  they  have  been  here  longer,  but  wasn't  it  kind  in  Old  Santa  Clause 
to  not  forget  them  this  time? 

At  the  Girls'  Quarters. 

Santa  Clause  came  out  of  a real  chimney  at  the  girls  quarters;  besides 
a tree  there  was  a fire-place  and  chimney. 

For  some  hours  before,  and  all  during  the  English-speaking  meeting  the 
girls'  assembly  hall  was  making  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  girls  as 
they  came  from  chapel  on  Saturday 


(continued  on  the  Fourth  page.) 
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Nellie  Carey,  ex-pupil,  is  assistant  seamstress  at  the  Oklahoma  Agency 
school,  Nebraska. 

Henrietta  B.  Fremont,  class  '95,  Carlisle,  is  still  teaching  at  the 
Crow  Creek  school.  South  Dakota. 

We  see  in  a list  of  employees  at  the  Phoenix  school  that  Morgan 
Toprock  is  Assistant  Disciplinarian. 

A new  paper  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  Winnebago  and  Omaha  Indians 
is  to  be  started  in  the  near  future,  at  Pender,  Nebraska,  by  Messrs. 
Chase  and  Comstock,  so  it  is  said. 

3uan  Thomas,  Edward  Walker,  Abbie  Doxtator,  Clarinda  Charles,  Daisy 
Wasson,  Nellie  Orme,  Ida  Wheelock,  Matilda  lamison,  Estaine 
Depelsquestangue,  Lilly  Felix,  Alice  Baker  and  Sosipatra  Suvoroff,  came 
from  their  country  homes  to  spend  Christmas,  preferring  this  time  to 
Commencement  when  there  are  such  crowds.  They  showed  good  sense. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  interesting  Indian  News,  published  by 
the  Genoa  Nebraska  Indian  School,  comes  this  month  in  clear,  clean 
readable  print.  We  know  of  some  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  they 
have  labored,  and  the  surprise  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  been 
that  they  were  able  to  produce  any  print,  but  the  December  number  shows 
that  they  have  new  material  for  which  they  are  to  be  congratulated. 

We  see  by  the  list  of  employees  of  the  Pawnee  school,  Oklahoma,  that 
Phoebe  Howell  is  assistant  laundress.  Phoebe  carries  the  diplomas  from 
the  two  Philadelphia  schools  of  nursing  and  is  capable  of  earning  in  the 
east  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  dollars  a week.  We  understand  that  she 
is  remaining  at  the  Agency  to  be  near  an  aged  mother  in  her  declining 
years.  We  are  pleased  that  Phoebe  has  pluck  to  take  a position  lower 
than  she  is  fitted  to  carry,  rather  than  do  nothing. 

"Indian  Killer"  is  the  name  of  a certain  brand  of  whiskey  used  in  the 
South  West.  It  would  be  an  appropriate  name  for  all  brands. 

Mr.  Elmer  B.  Simon,  '96,  who  is  attending  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Indiana,  Pa.,  was  a guest  of  Prof.  Bakeless  during  the  holidays.  He  left 
for  Indians  Monday  evening. 

A beautiful  calendar  from  the  Thomas  W.  Price  Co.,  of  Philadelphia  of 
whom  we  buy  our  HELPER  paper,  was  one  of  the  gifts  prized  by  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand ' s workers  this  Christmas. 

Later  letters  from  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  than  the  one  mentioned  on 
first  page  have  been  received.  A number  came  yesterday,  and  all  show 
that  the  absent  ones  are  well  and  as  happy  as  can  be  away  from  where 
they  would  rather  be  than  anywhere  else,  at  Carlisle.  They  do  not 
exactly  say  so,  but  between  the  lines  we  read  that  Carlisle  is  the  best 
place  after  all. 

Howice  Seonia,  who  is  living  with  Mrs.  Collins,  rejoices  by  letter 
over  her  good  Christmas  time.  Santa  Clause  was  generous  to  her.  She 
received  a handsome  Bible  for  reciting  the  shorter  Catechism,  a book  for 
regular  attendance  at  Sabbath  School,  a box  of  handkerchiefs  from  her 
pastor's  wife,  candy  and  many  other  things,  all  of  which  made  her  very 
happy.  She  wishes  all  at  Carlisle  a Happy  New  Year. 

Miss  Merritt  formerly  connected  with  the  school,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  F.3.  Morrow  of  the  17th  U.S.A.,  which  regiment  is  stationed  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  17th  has  been  ordered  to  the  Phillipines  and  it  is 
understood  Mrs.  Morrow  will  accompany  her  husband  to  those  far  away 
islands.  The  journey  will  be  by  way  of  the  Suez  Canal.  The  regiment 
will  leave  about  the  15th  of  the  present  month.  Lieut.  Morrow  was 
transferred  to  the  17th  from  the  7th  Infantry. 

Those  who  spent  Christmas  among  friends  at  a distance  were:  Professor 
Bakeless,  at  Shamokin  Dam,  Pa.;  Miss  Cutter,,  Amherst,  Mass;  Miss  Pauli, 
Blairsville,  this  State;  Miss  Luckenbach,  Bethlehem;  (not  Dudea);  Mr. 
Snyder,  Lock  Haven;  Mr.  Ralston  at  his  home,  near  Carlisle;  Mrs.  Butler, 
Miss  McCook  and  Miss  Seonia,  Philadelphia;  Miss  Cochran,  Millerstown; 
Miss  Forster  in  Washington;  Miss  Senseney,  in  Baltimore  and  Washington; 
Miss  Wilson  in  Philadelphia;  Mrs.  Sawyer  at  South  Norwalk,  Conn. 

To  show  how  we  read,  be  it  said  that  243  boys  took  out  books  from  the 
library  last  week,  and  113  girls.  Some  think  the  girls  do  not  read  as 
much  as  the  boys  do.  There  is  a small  excuse  for  this  if  the  statement 


be  true,  seeing  that  the  girls  do  twice  as  much  work  for  themselves  as 
the  boys  do.  Who  ever  heard  of  the  boys  making  shirt-waists  and  dresses 
for  themselves  out  of  work  hours?  Then,  too,  the  dining  room  detail 
alone  takes  68  girls  every  day,  and  much  of  that  work  is  done  when  the 
boys  are  at  play.  "But"  says  an  interested  young  woman  who  understands 
the  situation,  "the  girls  could  read  more  if  they  would,  and  they  spend 
more  time  than  is  necessary,  in  dressing  themselves  to  look  pretty."  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  admires  the  young  lady  with  a polished  brain  more 
than  one  with  small  intellect  in  a fine  dress. 
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Good-bye,  sleighing. 

Slush  and  water  everywhere. 

Happy  ninety-nine  to  everybody. 

Now  is  the  time  for  overshoes,  if  ever. 

School  began  in  earnest  on  January  2nd. 

Who  is  not  glad  for  the  lengthening  days? 

Edmond  Wheelock  is  getting  over  an  attack  of  grip. 

A cold  wave  is  promised,  then  for  more  skating. 

The  Band  was  photographed  by  Mr.  Rogers  on  Friday  last. 

Miss  McCook  has  been  the  victim  of  La  Grippe  for  a few  days. 

Myron  Moses  took  Christmas  dinner  with  friends  at  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Who  was  that  boy  that  tried  to  use  cheese  as  butter,  at  the  Christmas 
dinner? 

Mrs.  Bakeless  and  John  are  at  Milroy,  where  they  went  to  meet  Santa 
Clause. 

Last  Wednesday  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock  "tripped"  to  Philadelphia  on 
school  business. 

There  was  good  skating  up  to  Friday  during  the  holidays,  and  the  sport 
was  greatly  enjoyed. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  has  returned  to  Wilson  College,  after  an  enjoyable 
holiday  season  at  home. 

Miss  Eversman  of  Carlisle,  was  a guest  of  Mr.  J.  Wheelock  at  the  club 
dinner  on  Christmas. 

A number  have  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  they  missed  the  little 
HELPER  greatly,  last  week. 

Miss  Cora  Freye,  violinist,  of  Chambersburg,  was  Miss  Hill's  guest  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

Harry  Seonia  made  himself  useful  during  the  holidays  by  assisting  the 
small  girls  in  their  skating. 

Prof.  Rubenstine's  orchestra,  which  made  such  a strike  last  Friday 
evening  will  surely  be  in  demand  throughout  the  season. 

Miss  Shaffner  has  gone  on  her  winter  rounds  among  the  girls  in  country 
homes.  She  will  visit  all  the  schools  attended  by  Indian  girls  and 
report  accordingly. 

Frank  Rooks  says  he  likes  his  country  home  the  very  best  because  the 
people  are  all  so  kind  to  him,  and  he  likes  the  school  children,  too. 

Miss  Newcomer,  of  Kansas,  is  the  late  Civil  Service  appointee.  Miss 
Pauli  has  taken  Miss  Simmons'  school  and  Miss  Newcomer  has  No.  2. 

Elige  Crow  and  Lossel  Bigjim  visited  Hampton,  Va.,  during  the 
holidays.  Mary  Wilkinson,  of  Hampton,  visited  Ella  Rickert  here  at  the 
same  time. 

Isaac  Seneca,  Samuel  Barker,  Bazile  Thomas,  Hugh  Leider,  John  Kawl, 
Paul  Smith,  David  Abraham,  Melissa  Cornelius,  Celicia  Metoxen,  Lucy 
Ramone  and  Mary  Moon  spent  a part  of  the  holidays  among  their  country 
friends . 

Mrs.  Rumsport,  of  the  teachers'  club  kitchen  has  been  spending  the 
holidays  at  her  home  in  Huntingdon.  While  absent  her  husband  was 
injured  on  the  railroad,  and  it  is  feared  the  caring  for  him  will  take 
her  from  us  for  some  time,  if  not  altogether. 

There  should  be  good  Society  meetings  tonight,  the  first  in  the  new 
year. 

It  is  said  that  the  Chilocco  school,  Oklahoma,  is  soon  to  have  a paper 
of  its  own. 

A number  of  the  teachers  and  students  attended  the  Passion  Play 


yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  Carlisle  Opera  House. 

In  the  Bermuda  Royal  Gazette  we  note  the  names  of  Major  and  Mrs.  R.H. 
Pratt,  among  other  arrivals  at  the  Hamilton. 

Master  George  and  Miss  Laura  Hones  of  Steelton  came  with  Dorothy  who 
lives  at  Mr.  Pratts,  to  spend  Sunday. 

Capt.  Becker  of  Billings,  Montana,  the  newly  appointed  agent  for  the 
Crow  Indians,  with  his  wife  and  son  called  at  the  school  on  their  way 
west . 

Mrs.  Standing  has  had  an  almost  serious  tussle  with  La  Grippe,  having 
been  bed-fast  for  several  days.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  she  is 
improving. 

It  is  Miss  Senseney's  and  Miss  Smith's  turn  to  visit  the  Invincibles, 
tonight;  Miss  Seonia  and  Miss  Pauli  the  Standards,  and  Miss  Peter  and 
Miss  Robertson,  the  Susans. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s chief  clerk  was  the  recipient  of  a 
handsome  waste-paper  basket  from  the  "printorial"  force.  He  is  glad  it 
came  in  time  to  receive  the  Spring  poetry. 

The  Sunshine  Scatterers,  Miss  Bender's  Circle  of  Kings'  Daughters  when 
she  was  a teacher  with  us,  tendered  her  a reception  on  Tuesday  evening. 
On  Wednesday,  Miss  Bender  left  for  her  home  near  Philadelphia. 

On  last  Saturday  evening  at  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  girls'  quarters 
Miss  Ericson  gave  a brief  but  interesting  talk  on  the  English  custom  of 
holding  Christmas  festivities  on  Christmas  Eve,  as  we  did  this  year. 

Anna  Lewis  wished  just  a little,  she  says,  that  she  could  have  come  in 
from  her  country  home  to  spend  the  holidays,  but  she  adds  that  she  would 
not  have  missed  Tuesday  of  last  week  where  she  was  for  all  the  sports  of 
Carlisle . 

The  cold  wave  the  middle  of  last  week  was  a bitter  one,  still  we  were 
warm,  compared  to  some  sections  of  the  country.  Not  a hundred  miles 
north,  the  mercury  retired  26  below  zero.  At  no  time  here  was  it  more 
than  4 below. 

A lot  of  new  books  for  the  library  is  the  present  most  appreciated  by 
Professor  Bakeless  and  the  librarian  this  Christmas.  The  Professor 
believes  that  a good  library  such  as  we  are  getting  will  be  a greater 
incentive  for  intellectual  growth  and  activity  than  any  other  one 
feature  of  the  school.  Our  young  men  and  women  have  made  perceptible 
advance  in  their  tastes  for  good  books. 

Miss  Simmons  has  gone  to  Boston  to  take  special  musical  training.  In 
her  life  as  a teacher  with  us  she  has  made  a host  of  friends  who  wish 
her  the  greatest  success  in  her  new  field.  Miss  Simmons  has  musical 
talent,  and  no  doubt  will  make  her  mark  in  the  world  as  a violinist.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Miss  Simmons  is  a Sioux  Indian  maiden  who  has 
worked  her  way  through  school  and  partly  through  college,  having 
attained  prominence  in  her  college  life  at  Earlham  College,  Indiana. 
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night,  and  such  a sight  as  met  their  gaze  when  they  did  come  cannot 
be  forgotten  very  soon. 

The  tree  was  brilliant  with  sparkling  tinsel  and  flashing  lights,  and 
the  room  was  prettily  decorated  with  evergreens. 

All  received  presents,  and  some  received  several. 

The  little  girls  each  got  a doll,  with  which  every  one  was  delighted. 

The  little  Indian  girls  love  dolls,  and  some  of  the  girls  who  are  not 
so  very  little  like  to  play  with  them. 

No  one  went  to  bed  at  9:30  on  Christmas  eve  this  year,  for  it  took  a 
long  time  to  distribute  the  presents,  and  a longer  time  to  settle  down 
after  all  the  jollity  of  two  or  three  hours  was  over. 

A company  of  girl  singers  waited  up  till  after  mid-night,  when  they 
serenaded  the  various  quarters  with  the  sweet  singing  of  carols.  This 
was  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  it,  and  has  been  commented  upon  since 
as  being  very  delightful  at  that  still  hour  of  the  night. 


At  the  Large  Boys'  Quarters. 


There  was  no  tree  and  no  Santa  Clause  at  the  big  boys'  quarters,  but 
there  was  no  one  there  too  large  to  receive  a present.  Stacks  of  gifts 
were  piled  upon  tables  and  benches,  and  who  can  say  that  the  boy  grown 
to  the  stature  of  a young  man  is  not  just  as  pleased  as  any  small  boy 
when  he  is  remembered  by  dear  friends  at  Christmas? 

Santa  Clause  did  not  come  in  person,  but  he  forgot  no  one;  and  as  in 
the  other  quarters,  those  who  have  been  there  the  longest  and  have  made 
the  most  friends  received  the  most  gifts. 

The  Faculty  and  Officers. 

As  a number  of  the  teachers  went  away  to  spend  the  holidays,  presents 
began  to  fly  from  room  to  room  as  early  as  Friday  evening.  Santa  Clause 
was  as  kind  to  the  faculty  as  he  was  to  the  pupils.  We  think  no  one  was 
forgotten.  Perhaps  the  most  original  gift  was  one  received  by  Miss  Ely 
from  a large  number  of  her  co-workers.  A pair  of  handsome  opera  glasses 
with  an  artistic  booklet  beautifully  designed  and  painted  by  Miss 
Forster,  was  the  gift.  Mrs.  Cook  composed  an  appropriate  poem,  a stanza 
of  which  occupied  each  alternating  page.  On  the  first  page  was  a sketch 
of  Miss  Ely  as  she  sits  at  her  desk,  a perfect  likeness,  and  on  each 
page  opposite  the  artistic  lettering  in  green  was  an  appropriate 
sketch.  Mrs.  Standing  was  given  a beautiful  cut  glass  dish  by  her 
friends  - the  faculty  and  officers.  There  were  other  general  gifts, 
class  gifts  to  teachers  and  shop  gifts  to  instructors. 

The  Dinners. 

The  menu  was  not  printed  as  usual  for  the  pupils'  dinner,  but  the 
roast  chicken  and  turkey  with  the  accompanying  vegetables  and  desserts 
were  enjoyed  as  much.  At  the  teachers'  club,  the  usual  good  dinner  was 
served.  Both  dining-halls  were  decorated  prettily. 

Sunday  Afternoon. 

The  Christmas  Service  for  the  School  was  held  at  the  usual  hour  for 
Sunday  afternoon  service.  Rev.  Dr.  Wile  officiated,  assisted  by 
Assistant  Superintendent  Standing  in  the  responsive  reading.  The  band 
was  at  its  best  and  played  in  rich  melodious  strains  "The  Fleavens  are 
Telling"  from  The  Creation  - Flaydn.  The  Choir  sang  Neidlinger's  Anthem 
and  Chorus  - "A  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem."  The  band  accompanied  the 
school  singing  which  interspersed  the  responsive  reading.  Dr.  Wile's 
sermon  was  brief  but  full  of  deep  and  impressive  thoughts  appropriate 
for  the  time  and  occasion. 

The  Evenings. 

On  Monday  evening  a basketball  team  made  up  of  band  boys  met  a team 
from  Company  R in  open  combat  before  the  assembled  multitude  in  the 
gymnasium.  The  band  won  by  a score  of  6 to  2.  On  Tuesday  evening  there 
were  stereopticon  views  in  Assembly  Flail.  On  Wednesday  evening  a 
continuation  of  the  same.  These  pictures  are  always  enjoyed.  On 
Thursday  night  the  New  Year's  Sociable  in  which  the  whole  school 
participated  was  held  in  the  gymnasium.  Refreshments,  consisting  of 
apples,  oranges,  candy  and  nuts  in  paper  bags  of  generous  size  were 
served.  On  Friday  evening  the  literary  societies  of  the  school  carried 
out  a very  enjoyable  program  which  was  gotten  up  by  the  pupils 
themselves  with  only  such  help  as  would  naturally  come  through 
suggestions  when  advice  was  asked.  This  brings  no  strain  upon  faculty 
and  officers,  and  is  all  the  more  enjoyed  especially  when  the 
entertainment  is  of  such  high  order  as  Friday  night's  performance.  The 
musical  farce  was  perhaps  the  number  that  brought  out  the  heartiest 
laughter,  although  there  were  other  excellent  numbers.  The  sentiment 
was  unanimous  that  the  affair  was  the  best  of  its  kind  we  have  had  for 
many  a day.  Saturday  night  was  stormy  and  all  enjoyed  a stay  in 


evening,  while  some  sat  up  to  see  the  old  yean  out. 


An  Enigma  From  One  of  Our  Girls. 

I am  composed  of  10  letters. 

My  7,  2,  8,  4 is  a covering  for  the  face. 
My  10,  9,  4,  3 is  what  we  all  like  to  be. 
My  6,  5,  10  is  a tree. 

My  6,  9,  3,  4 is  a loud  noise. 

My  1,  9,  2,  4 is  a kind  of  meat. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  my  country  school. 


ANSWER  TO  ENIGMA  IN  NO.  9.:  Happy  New  Year. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  In  The  Lodge"  

Date:  Mon,  26  May  1997  19:03:51  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : In  the  Lodge 

UUCP  email 

In  The  Lodge 

I stand  before  a lodge. 

To  me  it  is  the  lodge  of  life. 

For  within  it  I can  find  meaning. 

The  lodge  is  sacred. 

And  I find  it  to  contain. 

Sacred  values. 

Values  of  the  past. 

Values  of  respect. 

That  come  from  ancient  customs. 

And  ancient  belief's. 

Held  for  time  immemorial 
In  the  lodge. 

Round  and  dome  like. 

Willows  and  hides. 

An  image  from  the  past, 

A lodge  made  in  a sacred  manner. 

An  image  of  life. 

The  womb  of  Mother  Earth, 

Warm  with  the  heart  beat 
Of  the  Universe  that  is 
Sacred  and  full  of  honor. 

Such  are  the  ways 
In  the  lodge. 

In  the  evening  sunset 
A fire  heats  the  lava  rocks. 

Which  will  be  placed  in  the  lodge. 

Carried  by  elk  horns. 

Placed  in  the  center  of  the  lodge. 

With  deer  horns. 

And  a small  skin  bag 
Carries  the  water 

Which  will  be  poured  over  the  rocks 
And  then  will  begin 
A Sacred  ceremony  of  life. 

In  the  lodge. 


In  the  night. 

The  quiet  sounds  of  life. 

Heard  across  the  land. 

Echoing  silently 

Sacred  songs  from  the  past. 

And  darkness  falls 

While  the  moon  lights  up  the  night. 

There  is  a peace  within 
And  slowly  darkness  descends. 

Bringing  forth  a sacred  calm 
In  the  lodge. 

As  the  shadows  of  night  rustle  about. 

The  door  of  the  lodge  is  closed. 

And  inside  the  lodge. 

Sounds  of  yesterday  can  be  slightly  heard. 

As  the  ancestors  begin  to  speak 
Through  the  rocks. 

Voices  of  a sacred  manner. 

Cedar  and  sage. 

Offered  with  respect. 

And  slowly  a medicine  is  sprinkled 
Upon  the  glowing  rocks 
Followed  by  the  water. 

And  now, 

I will  stand  along  side  my  ancestor's. 

And  know  the  universe  to  filled  with  life. 

And  know  that  the  sacred  values  I do 
Are  in  their  honor  and  of  respect. 

And  know  that  forever 

Sacred  are  these  ways  in  the  lodge 

May  25,  1997 

by,  Larry  Kibby,  E-Mail  - kibbey@sierra.net 
http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olH ill/ Lobby/3786 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Ian  99  03:51:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  January  19-25 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

19 

I walk  the  land  in  perfect  innocence,  a child  of  yesterday 

20 

Here,  every  day  is  a beginning,  every  night  a remembering. 

21 

The  owl,  pueo,  protects  me  as  I walk  the  forest  at  night. 

22 

The  song  of  my  spirit  is  blessed  by  the  winds. 

23 

In  the  heart  of  the  mountain  burns  the  fire  of  new  life. 

24 

The  earth's  fire,  a wave's  caress,  the  never-ceasing  kiss 
the  wind  --  of  these  things  is  my  island  born. 

25 

The  morning  dew  baptizes  the  grass;  a thousand  glistening 


beads  reflect  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Danuary  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  7 Dan  1999  21:59:34  -0500 
From:  jb@tfabbs.org  (jim  barchuk) 

Sub j : Connecticut  Social 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hello  All! 

Monthly  Connecticut  social  this  Saturday  evening. 

The  local  paper  has  a -front-  page  article.  Many  thanks  to  the 
_Milford  Mirror_. 

"The  guest  will  be  Lloyd  Grey,  a Mohawk,  who  will  sing  traditional 
songs  of  the  Iroquois." 

The  flyer  as  described  below  says  the  socials  start  at  6,  but  the 
article  says  '5'.  Last  month  I got  there  at  6 and  things  were  already 
rocking  so  it's  possible  the  starting  time  is  changed. 

This  is  a very  fun  event.  Lots  of  good  people  and  food,  dancing  and 
drumming.  Always  lots  of  kids  around  if  you  like  to  see  them  learn  new 
things  and  have  fun  too. 

Anyone  in  the  'reasonably'  local  area  I strongly  recommend  attending 
these  socials.  Winter  is  long,  dark,  and  cold.  These  events  are  warm, 
bright,  fun,  and  filled  with  excellent  people. 

Potluck  dish  is  -very-  welcome.  There's  always  enough  food,  but  new 
and  different  stuff  is  very  good. 

From  the  flyer . . . 

1999  Danuary  9 
1999  February  13 
1999  March  13 
1999  April  10 
1999  May  8 

All  Native  Communities  Invited 

We  have  a potluck  supper  starting  at  6:00  pm.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
share  a meal.  Following  the  supper  we  have  our  community  social  with 
dancing,  drumming,  and  socializing,  (also  a raffle  jb) 

Location : 

Margaret  Egan  Center 
Matthews  St 
Milford  CT 
203-878-2834 

Directions : 

1-95  from  either  direction 
Exit  34 

End  of  ramp,  turn  right  onto  Rt.  1 west 
1/2  mile  to  third  traffic  light 
Turn  left  onto  Naugatuck  Ave. 

Continue  to  first  traffic  light 
Matthews  is  the  first  right  after  that  light 
(sign  on  pole  for  Magaret  Egan  Center) 

End  of  dead  end  street,  can't  miss  it  on  the  right 

Native  American  Awareness  Program  of  Connecticut  Incorporated  and 
Doined  Nations  Youth  Program  Cultural  events,  educational  programs  for 


schools,  scout  groups,  organizations 

Directors  and  staff  of  NAAP/JNYP  are  volunteers  who  donate  time  and 
knowledge  to  help  support  and  teach  the  children  of  the  youth  program. 

The  Native  American  Awareness  Program  (NAAP)  was  formed  in  1991.  Set 
up  by  volunteers  committed  to  the  preservation  of  Native  American 
culture.  Programs  to  inform  the  public  about  Native  American  people, 
past  and  present  were  made  and  taken  to  schools,  colleges,  and 
universities . 

In  1992  members  observed  that  the  youth  within  their  own  community  had 
little  knowledge  or  connection  to  their  culture.  With  support  of 
Elders  and  the  majority  of  the  local  and  surrounding  Native 
communities  NAAP  began  educating  youth  of  Native  descent.  After  two 
successful  years  the  NAAP  Youth  Program  chose  a new  name  to  recognize 
the  many  nations  of  their  descent,  the  Joined  Nations  Youth  Program. 

JNYP  was  designed  to  bring  Native  youth  together  to  build  ties  within 
their  own  community  and  develop  a sense  of  pride  in  their  Native 
culture. 

Students  are  encouraged  to  learn  about  their  own  Nation  and  search  out 
their  specific  tribal  traditions  and  histories. 

Students  learn  respect  for  their  Elders  and  all  life  around  them. 
Through  legends,  stories,  and  teachings  shared  by  Elders,  students 
learn  the  common  threads  and  bonds  of  all  Native  heritage. 

Eastern  Algonquin  and  Iroquois  music  and  dancing,  as  well  as 
traditional  and  contemporary  Pow  Wow  styles  are  part  of  each  months' 
program. 

The  Joined  Nation's  Youth  Drum  teaches  students  singing  and  drumming, 
as  well  as  respect  for  each  other  and  the  meaning  of  oneness  and 
equality.  The  Drum  has  been  invited  to  pow  wows  and  other  affairs  held 
by  other  organizations,  as  well  as  our  own  NAAP  socials. 

Students  are  given  opportunity  to  learn  traditional  crafts  such  as 
beading,  working  with  leather,  to  make  jewelry  for  personal  items  and 
regalia.  Experienced  volunteers  demonstrate  and  share  talents  with 
students.  Recently  parents  have  been  invited  to  work  with  their 
children  during  craft  sessions.  The  majority  of  supplies  have  been 
donated  by  staff  and  volunteers. 

In  an  atmosphere  of  unity  and  friendship  youth,  elders,  leaders,  and 
parents,  share  thoughts  and  feelings  in  a talking  circle  that  is  part 
of  each  program  meeting.  This  provides  opportunity  for  students  to 
develop  a common  bond  of  understanding  of  problems  and  issues  facing 
them  in  their  everyday  life.  Potential  solutions  as  support  are 
shared.  Children  develop  self  esteem  and  learn  to  understand  and 
respect  the  values  system  that  we,  as  Native  American  people,  find  so 
important.  A awareness  of  community  and  belonging  is  achieved. 

JNYP  is  manned  by  an  all  volunteer  staff.  Registration  is  free  to 
children  of  Native  descent.  Operational  expenses  are  raised  at  NAAP 
socials  and  donations.  In  addition  each  season  closes  with  a 
successful  &quot;Honor  The  Youth  Pow  Wow&quot; . In  early  1997  NAAP 
received  non  profit,  tax  exempt  status.  It  is  now  Native  American 
Awareness  Program  of  Connecticut  Incorporate. 

We  are  proud  of  what  we  have  achieved.  Most  importantly  we  have  made 
a connection  between  the  children  and  the  Elders  who  still  have  the 
knowledge  that  has  been  lost  to  so  many.  Elders  have  shown  approval  of 
our  program  and  come  out  to  support  us  in  our  endeavor.  Our  love  and 
thanks  to  them. 

Anyone  wishing  more  information  or  in  making  donation  may  contact: 

Native  American  Awareness  Program  of  Connecticut  Incorporated 
49  Breakneck  Lane 
Milford,  CT  06460 

End  of  flyer. 

Anyone  from  the  NG  wants  to  say  'hi',  I'm  the  tall  skinny  guy  with  the 
walking  stick.  :) 

Have  a :)  day! 
jb 


jim  barchuk 
jb@tfabbs.org 


Date:  Sat,  9 Han  1999  13:41:27  -0800 
From:  "Gary  Fuller"  <garyf@ocbtp. com> 

Sub j : CA  - Los  Angeles  Area  - Powwow  Announcemnet  - 
Garden  Grove  Powwow  Dan  16th,  1999 


Main  St.,  Garden  Grove,  Ca. 

Flours:  10am  - Dusk 

Directions:  22  Fwy  to  Euclid.  North 
powwow  is  on  the  right  1 block  down. 
This  powwow  is  in  honor  of  Iron  Eyes 
week.  Some  family  plans  to  attend. 
Information:  (714)  636-2435 

Gary  Fuller 

General  Manager  OCB  Trading  Post 

657  E.  Arrow  Hwy  #M 

Glendora,  Ca  91740 

(626)  914-0306 

http : //www . ocbtp . com 

info@ocbtp.com 

Glendora's  Full  Service  Indian  Store 


to  Garden  Grove  Blvd.,  turn  left.  The 

Cody,  who  passed  away  earlier  this 
Please  come  and  show  your  support. 


Editor:  OCB  Tracker 
657  E.  Arrow  Hwy  #M 
Glendora,  Ca  91740 
(626)  914-0306 

http : //www .ocbtp . com/ powwow/ index.html 
tracker@ocbtp.com 
California's  Native  News 


Subject:  [NAT-DOURN]  URL  Great  Northern  Arts  Festival 

Date:  Mon,  11  Dan  1999  13:28:10  +0500 

From:  "George(s)  Lessard"  <media@CITENET.NET> 

Great  Northern  Arts  Festival 

1998  was  great!  http://www.greatart.nt.ca/gallery98.html 
Doin  us  Duly  16-25,  1999!  http://www.greatart.nt.ca/ 

The  Great  Northern  Arts  Festival  is  a celebration  of  the  diverse 
cultures  and  art  forms  of  the  North;  the  premiere  artistic  and 
cultural  event  in  Northern  Canada. 

Over  90  artists  and  40  entertainers  from  across  the  North  join  us 
under  the  midnight  sun  at  the  Great  Northern  Arts  Festival.  Artists 
from  all  Northern  cultures:  Inuvialuit,  Gwich'in,  Dene,  Inuit, 
Athapaskan,  Metis,  and  Non-Aboriginal  meet  for  a 10-day  whirlwind  of 
workshops,  art  demonstrations,  a huge  exhibit,  and  cultural 
entertainment  that  delights  and  informs  artists  and  visitors  alike. 

Watch  as  carvers  transform  stone  into  mythical  creatures  and 
depictions  of  Northern  life;  as  printmakers  and  painters  translate 
their  stories  into  colour  and  form;  and  as  traditional  artists  create 
one-of-a-kind  Northern  clothing. 

Take  part  in  workshops  taught  by  Northern  artists  and  create  your  own 
work  of  art!  Visitors  mingle  with  artists  and  can  purchase  from  over 
1,500  works  of  art  in  the  Festival  Gallery.  Evenings  are  full  of 
music,  dance,  storytelling,  fashion  shows  and  cultural  performances. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  part  of  the  event,  volunteer!  We  always  have 
room  for  one  more...  Our  tentative  schedule  of  events  for  the  11th 
annual  Great  Northern  Arts  Festival  will  be  posted  early  in  the  new 
year,  so  watch  this  site  as  our  plans  begin  to  take  shape. 

Festival  History 

When  Inuvik  artists  Charlene  Alexander  and  Sue  Rose  decided  to 
organize  an  arts  festival  in  1989,  they  set  their  sights  small  - just 
a few  dozen  artists  from  the  Inuvik  region  was  all  they  hoped  for.  But 
it  was  not  to  be. 

Artists  throughout  the  Northwest  Territories  were  desperately  in  need 
of  a way  of  connecting  to  each  other,  and  the  first  festival  grew  in 
size  and  scope  until  every  region  of  the  territories  was  represented. 
For  the  first  time,  artists  from  far-flung  communities  were  able  to 
meet,  share  techniques,  get  marketing  tips  and  inspire  each  other. 
Carvers  from  Grise  Fjord  in  the  far  Northeast  met  their  Western 


counterparts.  Arctic  island  print-makers  met  fellow  artists  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  territory.  Understandably,  the  artists  were 
enthusiastic  about  the  Festival.  But  so  was  the  public. 

As  the  reputation  of  the  Festival  grew,  so  did  interest  in  the  rest 
of  the  world.  Soon  visitors  from  Germany,  France,  Japan,  the  United 
States,  and  Southern  Canada  started  making  their  way  to  the  Festival, 
arriving  either  by  plane,  car,  recreational  vehicle,  mountain  bike, 
and  occasionally  by  canoe. 

It  has  become  the  premier  cultural  event  in  the  Northwest 
Territories.  Visitors  have  a chance  to  meet  the  artists  and  watch  and 
talk  to  them  as  they  create  works  of  art  at  the  Festival  site.  They 
can  also  browse  through  the  Festival  gallery,  which  sells  up  to  1000 
works  of  Northern  art  each  year. 

The  Festival  has  remained  true  to  its  vision  over  the  past  nine 
years.  Its  goal  is  to  provide  a venue  for  artists  to  share 
information  and  techniques,  to  grow  within  their  medium  and  if  they 
wish,  to  experiment  with  new  media. 

Artists  can  attend  and  offer  workshops  on  a variety  of  techniques, 
from  watercolour  to  jewellery-making  to  moose-hair  tufting.  They  also 
attend  seminars  on  the  business  aspects  of  art.  The  Festival  has 
received  generous  funding  and  support  in  kind  from  many  government 
departments,  corporations  and  businesses,  and  from  volunteers  in  the 
town  of  Inuvik.  We  would  like  to  recognize  Canadian  North,  our 
official  carrier;  the  Northwest  Territories  Departments  of  Resources, 
Wildlife  and  Economic  Development,  and  Education,  Culture  and 
Employment;  the  Federal  Departments  of  Canadian  Fleritage  and  Fluman 
Resources  Development  Canada;  the  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts;  the 
NWT  Arts  Council;  the  Northwest  Trading  Company  Ltd.;  and  the  many 
other  contributors  for  their  ongoing  support.  Please  take  a few 
minutes  to  visit  our  Partners  page,  which  will  be  updated  as  more 
partners  join  us.  The  truth  is  that  the  Festival  owes  its  existence 
to  the  love  and  hard  work  of  hundreds  of  people  dedicated  to  the 
arts,  to  the  community,  and  to  the  North.  Thank  you. 

:-)  :-)  Message  Ends;  Signature  File  Begins  (-:  (-: 

George(s)  Lessard,  Community  Media  Arts,  Management  & Mentoring 
Information,  subscriptions,  public  keyword  searchable  archives  and 
CAUTIONS,  Disclaimers,  NOTES  TO  EDITORS  and  copyright  information  may 
be  found  § http://members.tripod.com/~media002/disclaimer.htm 
CAUTION:  some  of  the  SEMI-RANDOM  QUOTES  reproduced  below 
may  not  be  suitable  for  certain  insensitive  readers: 


Date:  Mon,  11  Ian  1999  22:08:09  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
Events  of  Native  Interest:  Winter,  1999 

Note:  Most  of  the  listings  on  these  pages  are  for  the  Southeastern  part  of 
the  United  States,  but  events  from  other  sections  will  be  listed  from  time 
to  time. 

> Ongoing  until  March  21:  The  Art  of  Being  Kuna:  Layers  of  Meaning  Among  the 
Kuna  of  Panama;  an  exhibit  at  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  in 
Washington,  DC.  Info:  Russ  Chief  (212)  514-3823. 

> Ian.  16  & 17,  9am-noon  & lpm-4pm  each  day:  Day  with  the  Eagles  Van  Tour, 
at  Land  Between  the  Lakes  Nature  Station,  Golden  Pond,  KY.  Search  the  winter 
sky  & lakeshore  for  majestic  Bald  Eagles  during  a staff-led  tour  to  viewing 
hot  spots.  Moderate  walking  required.  Registration  is  limited,  full  deposits 
required. For  registration  info,  call  weekdays  from  8am-4:30pm  (502)  924-2020 
or  check  out  the  internet  site  at  www.lbl.org. 

> Ian.  22-24:  Reelfoot  Lake  Eagle  Watch  & Canoe  Float,  at  Tennessee's 
Reelfoot  Lake  State  Park.  This  outing  is  an  expedition  of  the  Cumberland- 
Harpeth  Audubon  Society,  in  conjunction  with  the  Tennessee  Scenic  Rivers 
Association . 

For  more  info,  contact  Sherlene  Spicer  (615)  790-8875  or  Reelfoot  Lake  State 
Park  (800)  250-8617. 

> Ian.  23-24:  Day  with  the  Eagles  Van  Tour  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes  (See 


entry  for  Han.  16-17  for  details).  Contact:  TVA's  Land  Between  the  Lakes, 

100  Van  Morgan  Drive,  Golden  Pond,  KY  42211-9001. 

More  updates  will  be  forthcoming.  To  have  an  event  listed,  or  to  be  added  to 
or  removed  from  this  mailing,  contact  Wanige@aol.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  12  lan  1999  07:53:54  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  lanuary  11-15  1999 
MON  - 1/11:  Our  Nuclear  and  Genetic  Future 

Depleted  uranium-tipped  warheads,  transuranic  nuclear  waste,  and  uranium 
mine  tailings  all  have  become  part  of  the  modern  environmental  landscape. 

How  do  these  highly  radioactive  materials  threaten  our  genetic  future  and 
lifestyles?  Guests  include  Domacio  Lopez  who  has  been  monitoring  the  uses  of 
depleted  uranium  in  New  Mexico  and  abroad. 

TUE  - 1/12:  Music  Maker  with  Bill  Miller: 

Three  years  ago,  singer/songwriter  Bill  Miller  of  the  Stockbridge-Munsee 
Band  of  Mohicans  was  one  of  the  first  Native  contemporary  artists  to  sign  a 
recording  contract  with  a major  label.  Well,  he's  back,  this  time  on  an 
independent  label  with  a new  CD  release  "Ghost  Dance."  loin  us  for  a 
provocative  conversation  with  one  of  Native  America's  truly  gifted  sons  on 
our  Music  Maker  Edition. 

WED  - 1/13:  Saving  our  Languages: 

Probably  the  most  important  element  in  any  flourishing  culture  is  language. 
With  each  passing  generation,  however,  our  tribal  languages  here  on  Turtle 
Island  are  vanishing.  But  tribes  are  conscious  of  this  impending  tragedy 
and  many  are  becoming  proactive  to  save  these  precious  dialects.  What  are 
you  doing  to  save  your  tribal  language? 

THU  - 1/14:  Does  God  Exist?: 

Does  God  Exist?  Or  was  life  a cosmic  accident  born  out  of  a mix  of  bacteria 
and  a random  collision  of  atoms?  According  to  a recent  publication,  God  or 
the  Great  Spirit,  does  exist  and  the  author  says  he  has  the  scientific 
evidence  to  prove  it!  The  existence  of  the  Great  Spirit  however  has  never 
been  questioned  by  Native  America.  Guests  include  Dr.  Patrick  Glynn,  author 
of  "God  the  Evidence." 

FRI  - 1/15:  Traumatic  Injury  Prevention: 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  accidents  and  traumatic  injuries  are  inevitable. 
After  all,  how  do  you  prevent  from  accidentally  cutting  yourself  while 
cooking  dinner  or  falling  off  your  bike  after  hitting  a bump  in  the  road?  To 
some  it's  just  a matter  of  being  careful,  aware  and  alert.  Yet  no  matter  how 
careful  one  is,  accidents  happen.  loin  Sharon  McConnell  for  a discussion 
about  traumatic  injuries  and  how  they  can  be  prevented  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Doseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : 

Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 
Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Christine  A.  Penney 

Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  lohn  Wm  Sloniker 
PrttyShld/LittleDrum,  Dee,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
lanet  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  lamadacai, 
lesica  Roehm,  lohnny  Rustywire,  lohn  Berry,  lustanoldman,  Celine  Vaquer, 
Wade  Rain  via  Valentina  LaPier,  Barbara  MorningStar,  Larry  Kibby 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:27:42  1999 
Date:  Tue,  19  Han  1999  19:46:05  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.004 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd,  Paths-L,  FOL-L, 
Triballaw,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  http://www.wintercount.org 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"The  Heart  Knows  What  It  Is" 

"I  had  a Comanche  mother  and  an  Irish  father. 

But  I'm  Comanche. 

I ' m not  Irish 

"When  the  Comanche  took  in  someone,  he  became  Comanche. 

He  wasn't  part  this,  part  that.  He  was  all  Comanche  or  he  wasn't 
Comanche  at  all." 

"Blood  runs  the  heart." 

"The  heart  knows  what  it  is." 

LaDonna  Harris,  Commanche 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
i States  Constitution,  i 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  newsletter  is  divided  into  three  sections.  The  first  is  dedicated 
to  current  events  that  would  be  headline  news  if  it  effected  the  dominant 
society.  The  second  section  contains  articles  that  pertain  to  cultural  and 
community  related  items,  including  poetry,  legends,  stories  from  the  heart 
and  prison  issues.  The  last  section  is  for  events. 

This  issue  has  a very  large  number  of  prisoner  related  articles,  which 
is  a statement  unto  itself.  Powwow  season  is  cranking  up,  so  that 
section  is  also  much  larger. 

Some  of  the  articles  will  make  you  sad.  Others  will  cause  anger.  Some 
will  bring  joy  or  relief.  Whatever  each  article  brings  to  you,  take  it 
in.  Grow  from  it,  and  become  a stronger  human  being.  Take  that  strength 
and  help  your  People.  Only  one  person  in  every  one  hundred  and  thirty  in 
this  country  is  Native.  Make  your  1/130  count. 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  feat 

- The  Passing  of  Ron  Otterson 

- Tatanka  Oyate  Mani 

- Message  for  the  Walkers 

- Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe 
Retains  Lake  Control 

- Lubicon  Land  Claim 

- Legal  Wording  for  Lubicon 
Membership  Stymies  Deal 

- Friendships  Across  the  Borders 

- NAC  Discrimination  in  Military 

- More  on  Dineh  Benefit  Concert 

- Bison  Trap  Construction  Begins 

- Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast 

- Hunger  Strike  to 
Free  Leonard  Peltier 

- Online  Petition  for  NA  Holiday 

- Melungeon  or  Black  Dutch 

- Optimism  with  BC 
Trick  or  Treaty  Process 

- Nisga'a  Debate  Resumes 

- USD03  loins  Oneida 
Land  Claims  Suit 

- BC  Bigot  on  Oneida  Land  Claims 
"RE : The  Passing  of  Ron  0 


red  in  this  issue  — 

- AFN  and  Gustafsen  Lake  Inquiry 

- Police  Arrest  Former  Officials 
in  Mexico  Massacre 

- Dead  Pawn 

- Need  for  Different 
Aboriginal  Justice 

- Alert  in  Bear  Lincoln  Case 

- Bear  Lincoln  Correction 

- Federal  Court  Quashes 
Sinixt  Deportation 

- Jones  William  Ignace, 
aka  Wolverine 

- Wolverine  to  be  Released 

- Mainstream  Reports  on 
Wolverine's  Parole 

- Keep  Pressure  on  for 
Gustafsen  Inquiry 

- Execution  Stayed  for  Randy  Reeves 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Some  Thoughts 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

terson"  


Date:  Wed,  13  Jan  1999  12:13:52  +0000 
From:  wittstock  <wittstock@MIGIZI .ORG> 
Sub j : The  passing  of  Ron  Otterson 


Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Wednesday,  January  13,  1999 

Ron  Otterson,  Ojibwe  from  White  Earth,  born  and  raised  in  the  old 
Phillips  neighborhood  of  Minneapolis,  passed  into  the  spirit  world  last 
night  at  about  11:  00  p.m. 

He  was  born  April  2,  1939.  During  his  childhood,  Phillips  was  a vital 
and  vibrant  American  Indian  urban  community.  Women  wore  the  new  rayons 
and  nylons  of  the  day,  with  floral  accessories  in  their  rolled  and 
polished  hair.  Men  worked  at  Honeywell  and  other  local  plants.  As  Ron 
remembered  it  in  the  video  MIGIZI  produced,  "An  evening  with  Ron 
Otterson,"  the  weekends  were  given  over  to  family  activities,  but  also 
a glittery  swirl  of  night  clubbing  and  parties.  The  pall  of  alcoholism 
had  not  yet  tarnished  Phillips'  reputation. 

While  still  a child,  Ron  lost  his  mother  and  began  a long  rite  of 
passage  in  which  he  lived  with  one  relative  after  another,  as  the  family 
struggled  to  maintain  its  equilibrium.  Out  of  this  dark  period,  Ron 
managed  to  pull  himself  up,  earning  a Masters  degree  and  moving  first 
into  human  services,  then  education. 

His  roots  in  Phillips  gave  him  a secure  link  with  his  students  when  he 
was  the  Executive  Director  of  Center  School.  He  knew  their  experiences 
and  he  worked  tirelessly  to  give  them  a chance  at  success.  He  was  called 
upon  to  serve  on  numerous  committees  and  boards.  His  advice  was  sought 
out  and  listened  to.  He  made  friends  in  government,  philanthropy,  the 
education  world,  and  business. 

At  the  peak  of  his  career  Ron  was  diagnosed  with  his  first  lung  cancer. 
He  underwent  surgery  and  made  excellent  progress.  Five  years  later,  a 
second  cancer  was  found  in  his  brain.  Again  he  underwent  surgery  and 


extensive  radiation  treatments.  All  during  that  time,  he  continued  to 
work  as  a consultant  with  the  Communities  of  Color  Institute  and  MIGIZI 
Communications.  With  his  usual  sardonic  humor,  he  joked  about  his 
illness,  brushing  aside  any  pity  or  gloom. 

Over  the  last  several  months,  Ron  had  been  on  home  hospice.  His  friends 
visited,  but  clearly  Ron  was  wearying,  getting  weaker.  He  had  made 
provisions  for  his  family,  received  his  Indian  name,  made  his  memorial 
arrangements  with  Rev.  Marlene  Whiterabbit  Helgemo,  and  said  his 
good-byes  to  friends. 

Ron's  was  a gifted  life.  He  took  the  adversity  of  his  personal  life  and 
turned  into  the  advocacy  of  his  professional  life.  He  was  not  without 
controversy  and  even  enemies.  But  he  spoke  his  mind,  he  fiercely 
defended  every  Indian  student's  right  to  a decent  education  and  career. 

And  he  more  often  than  not  cut  through  the  bulls***  by  making  a case  for 
clarity  and  action.  His  insight  was  exceeded  only  by  his  ability  to 
solve  problems  decisively. 

Ron  Otterson  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  who  loved  him  and  worked  with 
him.  He  brooked  no  compromise  in  his  love  for  his  family  and  friends  in 
return . 

Maajan  Ron — We  will  see  you  later. 

Laura  Waterman  Wittstock 

"RE : Tatanka  Oyate  Mani"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Ian  1999  14:48:35  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Tatanka  Oyate  Mani 

http://www.wintercount.org 

Tatanka  Oyate  Mani 
(They  walk  for  the  Buffalo  People) 

On  the  dawn  of  the  7th  day  of  February,  in  the  7th  generation, 
according  to  ancient  wintercount,  in  the  year  1999,  will  rise  with  the 
sun  a new  beginning  and  a powerful  day  of  prayer,  song,  honor,  respect 
and  ceremony. 

As  Elders,  leaders,  and  common  men  and  women  will  gather  from  the  four 
directions  near  the  Heart  Of  All  That  Is  (Sacred  Black  Hills)  at  the  Oyate 
Center  (Peoples  Gathering  Place)  located  in  the  heart  of  Lakota  Homes  at 
Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  (Directions  1-90  to  Haines,  North  to  Paha  Sapa 
Road,  turn  right  at  Yield  sign,  first  drive  to  office/center)  to  declare 
a utmost  historical  and  important  event  of  a great  Spiritual  Walk  (or 
Religious  Pilgrimage)  of  507  miles,  to  Yellowstone  National  Park,  to 
create  utmost  awareness  of: 

#1  - Traditional/Spiritual  Teachings,  and  original  instructions  of  various 
Indigenous  Nations  including  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  and  their 
implications  to  the  world  and  beyond  (The  Lakota,  the  four  colors  of  man 
and  womankind,  buffalo  and  Yellowstone  National  Park). 

#2  - To  create  utmost  awareness  of  the  last  "Free"  Roaming  Buffalo  known 
to  the  Lakota  as  Tatanka  Oyate,  which  translated  means  "we  who  belong  to 
them"  and  their  great  relationship  to  Indigenous  cultures  and  the 
ecosystem  and  how  their  presence  contributes  to  the  very  balance  of  nature 
in  North  America,  known  to  the  Lakota  as  Unci  Makoci  Wakan  (Sacred 
Grandmother  Earth). 

We  invite  all  to  join  us.  Please  come  prepared  for  all  types  of 
weather  conditions  and  to  walk  in  beauty,  with  a good  heart.  The  Walk  is 
Spiritual,  not  of  a political  nature  and  the  National  Park  will  be  aware 
of  our  Journey. 

There  will  be  prayers  morning  and  evening  and  meetings  of  a council  of 
elders  along  the  way,  talking  circles  so  that  walkers  can  speak  with  the 
Elders . 


Those  who  feel  they  cannot  walk  are  invited  to  bring  vehicles  to  help 
carry  supplies. 

Please  contact  605-342-7539  or  E mail  Wolfsong@hills.net  for 
information  and  to  commit  to  the  Sacred  Walk. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Message  for  the  Walkers"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Jan  1999  19:32:31  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Message  for  the  Walkers 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Joe  Chasing  Horse,  Lakota  Elder. 

"Please  let  everyone  know  that  they  are  not  expected  to  walk  the  entire 
507  miles.  If  they  wish  to,  that  is  fine,  but  they  can  join  us  at  points 
along  the  way  and  walk  a few  steps,  a quarter  mile,  or  whatever  they  feel 
they  wish  to  do. 

Everyone  can  carry  the  bundle  and  pray  while  walking  with  it  for 
healing  for  loved  ones  and  receive  a healing.  Families  and  communities 
can  take  relays  walking  if  they  wish.  All  are  welcome  to  walk  in  their  own 
way. 

We  will  be  leaving  Lakota  Homes  in  Rapid  City,  walking  North  and  going 
to  Bear  Butte,  then  to  Devils  Tower,  then  along  the  road  near  Lame  Deer. 

At  each  sacred  site  we  will  offer  special  prayer  ceremonies  for  the  world. 
A detailed  map  will  be  sent  out  soon  giving  our  exact  route. 

We  need  those  along  the  route  who  wish  to  help,  to  provide  feed  and  hay 
for  our  horses,  hot  food  for  our  people,  medical  help  for  our  people  and 
are  welcome  to  bring  whatever  they  wish. 

We  are  trusting  in  Spirit  to  touch  the  hearts  of  the  world  to  come 
forward  and  do  what  they  are  given  to  do. 

We  did  send  notification  to  the  National  Park  Service  today  that  we  are 
coming  on  a Spiritual  walk  and  that  we  come  in  peace  and  prayer. 

We  have  to  obtain  vaccination  certificates  and  legal  papers  for  our 
horses  to  cross  state  lines,  which  we  are  attempting  now  to  do.  If  anyone 
knows  of  a veterinarian  in  South  Dakota  who  would  be  willing  to  check  our 
horses  and  issue  the  certificates  as  a gift,  it  would  be  much  appreciated. 
The  test  cost  $35  per  horse,  money  which  we  do  not  have. 

If  you  have  family  who  would  like  to  walk  in  memory  and  honor  of  your 
ancestors,  clan  or  nation,  they  are  welcome  to  come. 

We  once  had  an  elder  who  could  only  walk  four  steps  due  to  the  pain  of 
his  disease,  on  a sacred  run,  but  he  came  to  do  that  sacrifice  in  honor  of 
his  ancestors.  We  welcome  elders  who  wish  to  take  a few  steps  to  make 
their  prayer  for  mankind  and  will  have  others  there  to  help  them. 

We  will  have  a prayer  meeting  and  feast  at  the  Oyate  Center  in  Lakota 
Homes,  Saturday  all  day,  Feb.  6.  All  are  welcome  to  come  and  pray,  sing 
and  eat.  We  will  leave  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  7th. 

We  ask  the  People  of  the  world  for  their  prayers  as  we  walk  and  we 
carry  the  staff  and  the  buffalo  pipe  for  all  colors  of  people,  for  all  of 
mankind . 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 
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Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  Retains  Control  of  its  Lake 
By  Lydia  Fernandez 

A federal  judge  in  Idaho  has  ruled  that  the  Coeur  d'Alene  tribe  will 
retain  legal  control  over  the  lower  third  of  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene  while 
state  officials  appeal  a recent  decision  granting  the  tribe  title  over 
the  body  of  water. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Edward  Lodge  ruled  that  the  tribe  can  control  the 
southern  third  of  the  lake  and  the  lower  20  miles  of  the  St.  Doe  River 
until  the  Ninth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  rules  on  the  state's 
appeal  of  the  decision,  which  is  expected  to  take  about  two  years. 

Dudge  Lodge  ruled  a year  ago  that  the  tribe  held  ownership  over  the 
lake,  and  the  state  appealed,  said  Bob  Bostwick,  press  secretary  for 
the  Coeur  d'Alene  tribe. 

The  state  said  it  appealed  because  officials  fear  problems  with  dock 
permits  and  leases  for  floating  homes  and  marinas  if  the  tribe  controls 
the  lake.  The  state  representatives,  said  however,  they  would  grant  the 
tribe  the  right  to  veto  any  new  permits  and  leases  during  the  appeal 
process . 

Dudge  Lodge  said  in  the  ruling  that  he  found  no  evidence  anyone 
would  lose  out  under  tribal  ownership  and  that  nothing  indicated 
the  tribe  would  make  any  changes  in  current  leases  or  permits. 

"We  just  understood  that  the  lake  always  belonged  to  us  and  we  never 
believed  that  any  chief  would  ever  give  that  away,"  said  Ernie  Stensgar, 
Coeur  d'Alene  tribal  chairman. 

Stensgar  said  that  throughout  all  the  numerous  treaty  negotiations  and 
land  settlement  agreements  in  what  became  the  state  of  Idaho,  Coeur 
d'Alene  tribal  officials  have  made  it  clear  that  Indians  retained 
ownership  of  the  lake. 

"They  always  maintained  that  while  they  were  selling  the  land,  they 
were  not  selling  the  lake,"  Bostwick  said. 

Stensgar  added  that  the  tribe's  legal  counselors  said  the  state's 
appeal  will  be  fruitless  because  Dudge  Lodge  found  no  evidence 
that  anyone  would  suffer  any  detriment  as  a result  of  tribal  control 
of  the  lake. 

While  Coeur  d'Alene  tribal  officials  await  the  next  judicial  ruling, 
they  are  meeting  with  various  community  groups  around  the  lake, 
seeking  input  on  how  the  tribe  should  manage  the  lake  and  what 
issues  residents  would  like  addressed,  Stensgar  said. 

In  Danuary,  the  tribal  council  will  make  its  decision  about  regulations 
for  fishing,  boating,  hunting,  public  safety  and  environmental  protection 
plans  of  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene,  Bostwick  reported. 
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Lubicon  land  claim  likely  won't  be  resolved  by  spring 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Concluding  a Lubicon  settlement  agreement  before  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  signing  of  Treaty  8 this  spring  is  highly  unlikely,  Canada's  head 
negotiator  on  the  claim  says.  Whether  a final  deal  can  be  signed  this  year, 
resolving  a reserve  and  entitlement  claim  request  the  Lubicon  first  made  60 
years  ago,  is  also  uncertain,  chief  federal  negotiator  Brad  Morse  told  the 
Record-Gazette . 

"I  clearly  have  the  view  that  we  will  wrap  up  an  agreement  in  principle 
(AIP)  this  year.  Will  we  have  a final  agreement  in  place?  That  is  less 
clear  to  me,"  Morse,  a law  professor,  said  from  his  Ottawa  University 
office. 

Asked  in  the  fall  of  1997  by  federal  minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Dane 
Stewart  to  review  a comprehensive  settlement  proposal  the  Lubicon  submit  to 
her  office,  public  announcement  of  Morse's  appointment  as  chief  negotiator 
was  made  last  spring  with  the  two  sides  meeting  in  Little  Buffalo  for  the 
first  time  in  Duly.  Introducing  himself  as  the  last  Lubicon  negotiator, 
rather  than  the  newest  appointee,  Morse  told  the  Record-Gazette  it  was  his 
intention  to  move  the  process  along  at  a "much  faster  rate  than  usual." 

Even  if  an  agreement  in  principle  is  reached  "in  a matter  of  a few  months, 
concluding  "the  final  is  of  more  concern,"  Morse  said  Wednesday.  "What 
tends  to  happen  with  the  AIP  is  the  tough  issues  are  fudged  in  and  you  put 
it  off  to  the  final.  That's  one  factor  to  this,"  Morse  said.  Drafting  legal 
language  to  formalize  settlement  proposals  "can  be  time  consuming,"  Morse 
said  noting  that  BC's  Nisga'a  negotiations  took  two  and  a half  years  from 
"AIP  to  settlement.  Some  take  longer  - years  and  years. 

"As  you  add  greater  detail,  sometimes  things  get  renegotiated  . . . (and) 
in  the  course  of  drafting  all  the  different  schedules  and  annexes  you  can 
find  new  issues  that  have  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  hard  to  know  were  all 
that  will  get  you,"  Morse  said. 

Longtime  Lubicon  band  advisor  Fred  Lennarson  says,  while  "some  good  ideas" 
have  come  out  of  discussions  with  this  team  of  federal  negotiators,  lack  of 
substantive  progress  is  causing  the  Lubicon  increasing  concern. 

"If  there  is  nothing  to  discuss  again,  that  itself  is  something  the 
Lubicon  said  they  will  be  discussing,"  Lennarson  said  from  his  Edmonton 
home,  adding,  "I  think  that  if  they  are  in  negotiations  and  not  getting 
anywhere,  then  they  are  losing.  I'm  grateful  that  I'm  not  the  one  who  has  to 
make  a decision  about  staying  at  the  table.  It  is  a very  serious  decision." 

If  political  will  exists,  much  can  be  achieved,  Lennarson  says,  noting 
that  when  the  Woodland  Cree  settlement  was  signed  "they  didn't  even  have  a 
plan  for  basic  (community  development)  work." 

"I  maintain  that  we  should  be  able  to  slap  together  an  agreement  in  a 
matter  of  a few  weeks  and  a couple  of  weeks  after  that  come  up  with  the 
legal  documents.  Everything  on  the  table  today  has  been  agreed  by  the 
federal  government  at  one  point  or  another  (through  previous  rounds  of 
negotiations).  There  is  no  reason  why  we  can't  move  forward  on  this," 
Lennarson  said. 

So  far,  settlement  talks,  which  Lennarson  says  have  been  "very  collegial," 
have  focused  mostly  on  band  membership,  reserve  land  and  community 
development.  But,  while  building  a community  is  a complex  undertaking 
requiring  detailed  planning,  the  Lubicon  desire  is  to  get  the  project  under 
actual  construction,  Lennarson  said. 

"At  some  point  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have  to  agree  to  something  and 
proceed.  In  order  to  take  action,  you  have  to  make  decisions  or  this  could 
go  on  forever  (and  the  Lubicon  will)  all  die  of  old  age  and  won't  have  a 
settlement,"  Lennarson  said. 

Morse  says  he  is  aware  of  the  Lubicon 's  "natural  enthusiasm  and  impatience 
to  start  to  build  a new  community  today,"  but  "what  can  be  done  in  the  way 
of  preliminary  implementation  before  a full  binding  agreement  . . . will 
have  to  be  sorted  out  among  the  three  parties."  Fie  added,  "we  probably 
cannot  go  too  far  in  committing  tax  dollars  to  activities  that  are  still  up 
in  the  air  to  a degree  until  final  settlement." 

The  two  sides  try  to  meet  every  three  weeks,  Morse  said,  admitting  that 


some  delays  for  various  reasons  of  reports  on  different  elements  of  the 
proposals  under  discussion  have  slowed  negotiations,  leaving  talks  "only  a 
little  further  along  than  in  November." 

"We  are  a little  behind  on  the  kind  of  schedule  we  had  hoped  for,  but,  I 
would  suggest,  we  are  still  very  much  moving  forward.  I know  we  are  not 
moving  as  quickly  as  they  would  like,  but  on  the  other  side,  they  are  not 
responding  to  drafts  as  quickly  as  we  would  like,"  Morse  said. 

A new  date  for  Monday's  cancelled  negotiating  session  had  yet  to  be 
determined  Friday. 
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Legal  wording  for  band  membership  stymies  deal  makers 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Legal  wording  of  Lubicon  Cree  band  membership  criteria  has  negotiating 
parties  struggling  as  they  enter  the  seventh  month  of  talks. 

Agreement  in  principle  with  the  new  federal  negotiating  team  on  how  band 
membership  would  be  determined  was  reached  last  fall,  says  Lubicon  band 
advisor  Fred  Lennarson. 

"It  was  the  first  item  on  the  table  at  the  first  meeting  in  July.  We've  had 
an  agreement  in  terms  of  Lubicon  membership  since  September,  (but  the 
Lubicon  have  had  a similar  agreement)  made  on  previous  occasions  and  it  has 
always  fallen  apart,"  Lennarson  told  the  Record-Gazette. 

Chief  federal  negotiator  Brad  Morse  admits  turning  the  agreement  in 
principle  into  a legal  document  to  be  approved  by  cabinet  is  taking  some 
time. 

"We  are  sharing  some  drafts  back  and  forth,"  Morse,  an  Ottawa  University 
law  professor,  said,  also  commenting  that,  "I  didn't  think  we'd  spend  as 
much  time  as  we  have  on  drafting  membership  (agreement)  before  we  move  on 
to  other  things.  There  have  been  some  new  approaches  thrown  on  the  table." 

Band  membership  is  a key  point  to  the  Lubicon,  Lennarson  says.  "If 
membership  cannot  be  agreed  to,  there  cannot  be  a settlement,"  Lennarson 
said . 

An  essential  element  of  Lubicon  membership  criteria  is  that  all  members 
have  status  under  the  Indian  Act,  he  said.  "We  are  talking  about  people's 
children  with  this.  This  has  caused  huge  problems  in  other  communities,"  he 
said . 

The  rest  of  the  Lubicon  membership  proposal  is  not  complicated  either, 
Lennarson  says,  restating  that  band  members  are  "Aboriginal  people  who  are 
related  to  each  other  by  blood  and  related  to  the  territory  by  history." 

While  Morse  declined  to  describe  federal  draft  membership  proposals  saying, 
"ask  the  Lubicon,"  Lennarson  says  it  is  unacceptable.  "They  define  family 
ties  ...  as  children  and  siblings  and  children  of  siblings.  What  about 
parents  . . . and  uncles  and  aunts,"  Lennarson  questions. 

Other  federal  criteria  calls  for  band  members  to  be  "a  group  of  people 
related  to  people  who  self-identified  as  Lubicon  in  1899."  "How  are  they 
supposed  to  do  that?  These  are  some  elements  they  put  in  and  it  is  not 
workable,"  Lennarson  said. 

The  Lubicon  want  the  membership  question  dealt  with  on  the  front  end  of 
this  round  of  negotiations. 

"What  is  the  order  in  council  (that  goes  before  cabinet  to  create  the 
band)  going  to  say?  They  don't  want  to  work  on  wording  for  that  after  (all 
the  other  settlement  elements)  and  spend  months  and  months  talking  about 
other  things  and  the  whole  thing  comes  apart  on  this,"  Lennarson  said. 

The  federal  team  is  presently  reviewing  a Lubicon  proposal  that  would  see 
the  order  in  council  passed  while  the  rest  of  the  negotiations  continue. 


but  become  effective  at  the  conclusion  of  the  settlement. 

"We  have  some  precedents  for  that.  It  is  perfectly  possible  to  pass  that 
effective  another  date.  At  least  it  would  be  harder  for  (government)  to  say 
they  don't  remember  making  the  agreement/'  Lennarson  said,  noting  that 
agreement  on  Lubicon  membership  has  been  reached  at  earlier  rounds  of 
talks . 

"I  do  know  they  are  very  serious  about  dealing  with  membership  before 
proceeding  on  a whole  lot  of  other  things.  If  that  can't  be  done,  then  I 
think  the  process  is  in  question,"  Lennarson  adds. 

A negotiating  session  at  Little  Buffalo  planned  for  this  week  was 
rescheduled . 

"RE : Friendships  Across  the  Borders"  

Date:  Sat,  16  lan  1999  16:13:45  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl(3ctaz . com> 

Sub  j : Friendships  Across  the  Borders 

UUCP  email 

LA  COALICION  BINACIONAL  CONTRA  TIRADEROS  TOXICOS  Y RADIOACTIVOS 
(Binational  coalition  against  Toxic  and  Radioactive  Dumps) 

Manifests  (Declares) 

Our  support  and  solidarity  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  five  tribes 
of  the  Colorado  River:  Fort  Mojave,  Colorado  River,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan  and 
Cocopah  of  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona  in  the  fight  for  the  defense  of 
the  sovereignty  of  their  Indigenous  nations  and  against  the  threat  of  the 
establishment  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  USA,  a nuclear  cemetery 
in  the  sacred  land  of  Ward  Valley,  California,  which  is  an  affront  to  the 
dignity,  life,  customs,  and  cultural  and  religious  values  of  these  nations. 
The  Binational  Coalition  Against  Toxic  and  Nuclear  Dumps  will  take  part  in 
the  fight  for  the  defense  of  Ward  Valley,  the  water,  and  the  life  of  all  its 
inhabitants . 

IN  OPPOSITION  TO  (WE  OPPOSE) 

Environmental  Racism,  the  deterioration  of  the  earth  and  water  of  our 
children,  the  violation  of  sovereignty  and  rights  of  indigenous  communities, 
the  degradation  of  the  flora  and  fauna  in  the  American  continent. 

For  the  love,  health  and  life  of  our  children. 

Bill  Addington 
Save  Sierra  Blanca 

Prof.  Manuel  Robles 
Coalicion  Binacional . . . 

Felix  Perez 

Alianza  Internacional  Ecologista  del  Bravo 

Susan  Smith 
Incitra 

On  February  20,  21,  & 22  Elders  and  representatives  of  the  Colorado  River 
Native  Nations  Alliance,  Ward  Valley  Coalition  and  others  will  travel  to 
Ciudad  Duarez,  Chihuahua  at  the  invitation  of  the  Mexican  groups  and 
officials  who  are  joining  the  fight  to  protect  Ward  Valley  and  the  Colorado 
River  from  the  proposed  dump. 

Three  days  of  meetings,  friendship  and  cultural  exchange  events,  press 
conferences,  forums,  luncheons,  and  dinners  are  planned.  The  highlight  of 
the  event  will  be  a cultural  gathering  in  front  of  the  U.S.  Consulate  in 
Ciudad  Duarez,  Mexico  on  Friday,  Danuary  22  at  11:00am  MST.  Traditional 
songs  and  dance  ("Danzas  y Cantos  de  Unidad:  Dances  and  Songs  of  Unity") 
performed  by  indigenous  groups  from  both  sides  of  the  border  will 
demonstrate  the  unity  of  the  people  of  Mexico  and  the  U.S.  against  toxic  and 
radioactive  threats. 

This  will  be  an  historic  event  and  we  are  all  so  very  excited  about  being 


a pant  of  this  new  step  in  working  together.  We  are  hopeful  that  these  new 
relationships  we  are  forming  will  be  long-lasting  and  effective  ones. 
TOGETHER  WE  CAN  DO  INCREDIBLE  THINGS!! 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http://www.greenaction.org 

— "RE:  NAC  Discrimination  in  Military"  — 

Date:  Mon,  18  Ian  1999  16:46:44  PST 
From:  "scott  curtis"  <lonetipi@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : NAC  discrimination  in  military 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  a letter  informing  the  military  I am  filing  formal 
discrimination  charges  in  the  Air  Force.  I am  Southern  Cheyenne 
stationed  at  Peterson  AFB,  Colorado.  I will  find  out  Tuesday  if  the 
military  thinks  my  charges  are  discrimination  against  Native  Americans 
and  the  Native  American  Church.  I enjoyed  your  web  site  and  added  it  to 
my  favorites.  I believe  other  Native  American  military  members  have 
experienced  what  I have  and  I don't  believe  this  will  be  the  last 
incident.  I may  get  some  negative  feedback  from  the  military,  since  I 
have  named  some  high  ranking  people. 

So  far,  I am  doing  this  on  my  own.  I have  asked  the  ACLU  to  take  my 

case,  but  have  not  got  any  word  back  yet.  I feel  like  I am  taking  on 

the  entire  military  judicial  system  by  myself.  I need  some  back  up  from 
the  Native  American  community  to  spread  the  word  in  case  there  are 
others  experiencing  this  injustice.  The  anglo  people  investigating  this 
case  do  not  understand  the  traditional  values  of  the  Native  American. 

If  my  commanders  understood,  they  never  would  have  allowed  this 
discrimination  to  happen  in  the  first  place.  I'm  between  a rock  and  a 

hard  place  and  seems  like  thats  the  way  it's  been  my  whole  career.  It's 

hard  to  be  a warrior  for  your  people  when  the  system  is  working  against 
all  Native  Americans  in  the  military.  It's  going  to  be  interesting  to 
see  what  happens  this  week. 

Scott 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  21  SW/SA 
FROM:  Scott  Curtis,  SrA 

Subject:  Discrimination  of  Religion  and  Race 

1.  I am  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 
and  wish  to  file  discrimination  charges  based  on  my  religion  and  race.  I 
am  a recognized  member  of  the  Native  American  Church,  Southern  Cheyenne 
Chapter  permitted  to  use,  possess,  transport  and  distribute  peyote  as  a 
religious  sacrament  in  connection  with  my  traditional  Indian  religion.  In 
accordance  with  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  Amendments  of 
1994,  42  U.S.C.  1996a,  The  Sacramental  Use  of  Peyote  by  Native  American 
Service  Members  is  protected  by  federal  law  and  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  United  States  or  any  State. 

2.  Information  of  my  Native  American  Church  membership  and  my  Cheyenne 
Tribal  Identification  were  placed  into  the  negative  section  of  my  personal 
information  file  by  First  Sergeant  Candice  Garrett,  MSgt,  21CES/CCQ.  It 


has  remained  in  the  negative  section  of  my  file  not  to  protect  my 
religious  right,  but  to  be  used  against  me  as  evidence  in  unrelated 
charges.  The  evidence  package  was  maintained  by  Diane  Boldt,  Capt,  21 
SW/JA  where  my  religious  belief  was  included  into  record  even  though  it 
had  no  bearing  on  the  case.  My  Native  American  Church  information 
remained  as  evidence  against  me  throughout  the  appeal  process  where  it  was 
viewed  by  lames  R.  Mills,  Lt  Col,  21  CES/CC  and  Gilbert  L.  Braun,  Col,  21 
SPTG/CC.  It  is  discriminatory  that  MSgt  Candice  Garrett  did  not  inform  me 
of  an  appeal  process  past  the  21st  Support  Group.  I have  been  questioned 
by  supervisors  who  wanted  to  know  if  I was  on  peyote,  when  I was  going  to 
take  it  and  to  report  to  them  before  I take  it.  My  sacramental  use  of 
peyote  should  be  the  concern  of  only  my  commander  in  accordance  with 
Department  of  Defense  regulations. 

3.  I am  attaching  the  federal  law,  legislation  history  and  DOD 
regulations,  which  protect  me  from  job  discrimination  based  upon  my  Native 
American  Church  Religion.  I am  concerned  that  I cannot  report 
discrimination  based  on  religion  and  race  to  the  Peterson  AFB  Staff  ludge 
Advocate,  since  they  allowed  my  Native  American  Church  information  to  be 
used  against  me.  I am  afraid  to  practice  my  religious  belief  for  the  fact 
that  it  will  be  considered  a negative  act  by  the  21st  Support  Group  and 
the  21st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron.  It  is  prejudicial,  discriminatory 
and  violates  the  attached  federal  law  to  take  my  religious  belief  into 
account  as  a factor  in  issuing  the  harsh  punishment  in  this  case.  For 
this  reason,  that  punishment  should  be  reconsidered,  my  rank  should  be 
reinstated  and  my  record  cleared. 

Scott  Curtis,  SrA 

"RE : More  on  Dineh  Benefit  Concert"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Ian  1999  13:04:14  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : More  on  Dineh  Benefit  Concert/Southern  California  Edison 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  Sacota2@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  17  Ian  1999  15:50:17  EST 

Sub j : Southern  California  Edison  Protest  in  LA  January  19  ? 

Dear  Robert, 

I was  searching  Dejanews  for  more  info  about  the  benefit  concert  and  found 
this  on  alt. politics. greens. 

In  case  you  haven't  seen  it... 

From:  ezreader64@aol.com  (EZReader64) 

Date:  1/13/99  8:22  PM  Pacific  Standard  Time 

Dear  All, 

Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  on  to  any  Los  Angeles  lists  and  people 
(time  is  short). 

Three  Dineh  (Navajo)  Elders  will  be  arriving  in  Los  Angeles  this  week, 
to  speak  at  a benefit  concert  for  the  Big  Mountain  Resistance  and  to  lead 
a Native  American  Drum  Circle/Demonstration  in  front  of  Southern  California 
Edison  2 days  later. 

Benefit  Concert: 

Sunday,  January  17 
8 pm 

Flouse  of  Blues 

Sunset  Blvd,  West  Hollywood  (on  the  Strip) 

donation  $25 

The  Elders  will  speak. 


The  following  musicians  are  among  the  slated  performers: 

Taj  Mahal 

John  Trudell  and  Mad  Dog 

Indigenous 

Xipetotec 

Leon  Mobley  and  Da  Lion 

Mauro  and  Eye 

Louis  Villegas  and  UN 

Donald  Taylor  and  the  LA  Mass  Choir 

Brebt  Dones  and  TP  Mob 

plus  celebrity  guests 

DEMO 

Tuesday,  Dan  19 
noon 

Southern  California  Edison  Substation 
Lincoln  and  Colorado 
Santa  Monica 

What  this  demo/benefit  is  about 

Peabody  Coal  Company  wants  to  strip  mine  traditional  Navajo  lands  in  Big 
Mountain  Arizona  so  they  can  make  enormous  profits.  With  their  allies  in 
Washington  (Congress  and  White  House)  they  have  passed  public  law  PL10431 
which  takes  effect  on  3/31/99.  This  law  makes  the  traditional  Dineh  into 
tresspassers  on  their  ancestral  lands.  Why?  so  Peabody  can  generate 
electricty  from  the  coal  to  sell  to  Las  Vegas,  Phoenix  and  Southern 
California  Edison. 

Some  members  of  Congress  have  decided  that  the  Dineh' s home  is  to  become 
a "National  sacrifice  area"  - great  how  they  always  seem  to  decide  that 
about  *somebody  else's*  home.  Tell  them  this  is  not  acceptable.  How's 
about  a little  genocide  with  that  microwave  dinner? 

Those  of  us  the  that  are  supposed  to  "benfefit"  from  the  Dineh 's 
"sacrifice"  have  an  important  role  to  play  --  to  tell  Edison  and  DWP  that 
we  won't  buy  their  electricity  if  they're  going  to  buy  it  from  Peabody. 
PLease  attend  the  demo  if  you  can. 

If  you  can't  please  write  to  DWP  or  Edison  (whichever  serves  your  home) 
and  tell  them  you'll  change  to  another  electricity  provider  (we  can  do 
that  now)  who  generates  energy  in  sustainable  ways  that  are  not  a party  to 
genocide  and  ecocide. 

If  you  use  DWP,  also  contact  your  City  Council  member  - tell  them  you  want 
a resolution  passed  stating  that  the  city  won't  buy  from  Peabody  or  any 
other  provider  implicated  in  this  Big  Mountain  outrage. 

Sorry,  I don't  have  a contact  phone  number  on  this  --  just  show  up.  I'll 
post  a number  when  I get  one. 

The  Elders  will  then  be  travelling  to  the  SF  Bay  Are  for  actitivities 
there  related  to  a Federal  trial.  Sorry,  no  details  on  this  at  the  moment. 
Lyn 


http: //www. radio4all.org 

http: //www. radio4all.org/freepacifica 

Public  PGP  Block:  http://www.radio4all.org/pgp/ 

"RE : Bison  Trap  Construction  Begins"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Dan  1999  14:36:24  -0600 

From:  "Dean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Fw:  Bison  Trap  Construction  Begins 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Saturday,  Danuary  16,  1999  8:10  AM 
Sub j : Bison  Trap  Construction  Begins 

Construction  starts  on  new  bison  trap 

Contractors  for  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  began  preparing  Friday 
to  build  a new  bison  trap  north  of  West  Yellowstone. 

"Snow  removal  began  at  8 a.m.  this  morning,"  said  Rob  Tierney,  acting  head 


of  DOL's  brands  inspection  division  and  supervisor  of  bison  operations  in 
the  West  Yellowstone  area. 

The  portable,  100-by-300-foot  trap  will  stand  on  Gallatin  National  Forest 
land  and  Tierney  said  he  expects  it  to  cost  $5,000  to  $10,000  to  erect.  It 
is  the  same  trap  that  stood  near  the  Madison  River  two  winters  ago  (without 
catching  any  bison)  and  is  made  of  steel  fence  panels  lined  with  sheets  of 
plywood . 

It  will  be  in  the  Horse  Butte  area,  which  is  traditionally  popular  with 
bison  that  wander  from  nearby  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

It's  designed  to  capture  bison  so  they  can  be  tested  for  brucellosis.  The 
animals  that  test  positive  for  exposure  to  the  disease  are  sent  to 
slaughter.  Animals  that  test  negative  and  aren't  pregnant  are  released 
nearby. 

Though  the  snow  removal  contractor  has  begun  working,  Tierney  said  no 
contractor  for  erecting  the  tent  has  been  selected.  State  law  requires 
three  bids.  One  bid  came  in  unsolicited  and  DOL  sought  out  two  others, 
Tierney  said. 

"Our  intent  is  to  get  it  set  up  forthwith,"  he  said. 

The  Forest  Service  last  year  gave  DOL  permission  to  build  the  trap  and  is 
now  deciding  whether  to  permit  its  operation  for  the  next  10  years  between 
Feb.  1 and  April  30. 

Ollecke  Rappe-Daniels,  spokeswoman  for  the  agency  at  regional  headquarters 
in  Missoula,  said  officials  are  now  going  through  the  approximately  250 
public  comments  received  on  the  matter  and  preparing  responses. 

"We  should  finish  that  up  in  a couple  of  days,"  she  said,  and  she  expects 
to  see  a decision  during  the  week  of  Ian.  25. 

Another  trap  already  stands  on  private  land  a few  miles  east  of  the  new 
trap  and  much  closer  to  the  park  line.  Of  the  19  bison  trapped  there  this 
winter,  13  have  been  shipped  to  slaughter. 

Sue  Nackoney,  spokeswoman  for  Buffalo  Nations,  the  protest  group  that  has 
been  decrying  DOL  and  trying  to  interfere  with  its  actions,  said  Friday  her 
group  will  continue  its  work. 

"We'll  be  everywhere,"  she  said.  " That's  our  goal,  to  protect  these 
areas.  We  don't  want  to  see  any  more  buffalo  die." 

Some  Buffalo  Nations  members,  including  Nackoney  and  co-founder  Michael 
Mease,  have  already  been  arrested  for  interfering  with  DOL  operations. 
Nackoney  suspended  herself  from  a wooden  tripod  Wednesday  to  block  the  road 
leading  to  the  existing  trap. 

The  protesters  point  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  cattle  within  dozens  of 
miles  of  the  traps  and  say  there  is  no  need  to  kill  the  bison,  especially 
at  this  time  of  year. 

A key  federal  agency  in  the  brucellosis  issue  also  reiterated  last  week 
its  position  that  DOL  does  not  need  to  kill  "low-risk"  animals  like  bulls 
and  calves  to  protect  the  state's  brucellosis-free  status,  which  saves 
ranchers  money  by  ensuring  the  health  of  cattle  and  letting  them  avoid 
testing  before  export. 

DOL  is  staying  with  its  own  definition  of  low  risk,  however.  That 
definition  includes  only  animals  that  have  been  trapped  and  tested  negative 
for  the  disease. 

The  DOL  board  will  discuss  the  federal  low-risk  definition  at  a meeting 
next  week. 

http : //www3 . gomontana . com/cgi- bin /Data . acgi$/ 

Chronicle2. qry?function=detail&Local_uidl=16909 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Ian  1999  12:03:58  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST:  Fwd . from  the  NWLPSN 

please  post  widely 

From:  THE  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
TACOMA  OFFICE 
P.0.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98414-0464  USA 


e-mail;  bayou@blarg.net 
THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST 
Whereas,  the  continuing  denial  of  medical  treatment  of  American 
Indian  Movement  activist  and  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier,  which 
has  been  offered  by  the  Mayo  Clinic,  is  nothing  but  outright  politically 
motivated  torture.  Leonard  has,  for  a good  while  now  and  continues 
today,  to  live  with  continuous  excruciating  pain.  This  situation  must  end 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Therefore,  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST  is  set  to 
begin  on  February  6th,  and  has  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  and 
helping  mobilizing  support  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Upon  February  6th,  we  are  asking  that  those  that  can  to  join  us  on  this 
fast.  Each  day  of  the  fast  a different  faster  will  issue  a statement  in  their 
own  words  calling  for  the  end  of  the  torture.  We  are  also  asking  people 
who  support  this  campaign  to  help  widely  distribute  these  statements. 

We  are  also  asking  that  supporters  on  each  day  of  the  fast  to  e-mail 
messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons  at: 
swolfson@bop.gov,  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  medical  treatment  at 
the  Mayo  Chinic.  We  are  also  asking  supporters  to  take  what  ever 
positive  local  actions  that  will  advance  this  campaign. 

FASTERS 

Name 

Organizational  affiliation,  tribe,  profession 


Means  of  contact  (e-mail  or  street  or  P.O.  Box  address) 


Support  person  for  faster  (name  and  means  of  contact) 


FOR  THOSE  NOT  FASTING  BUT  CAN  HELP  SPREAD  THE 
STATEMENTS  OF  THE  FASTERS  AND  HELP  WITH  THE  E-MAIL 
CAMPAIGN 

Name 

Means  of  contact 

Please  return  this  to:  the  NWLPSN  at;  bayou@blarg.net 

"RE : Hunger  Strike  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Ian  1999  13:46:54  -0600 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : Hunger  Strike  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier 

please  post  widely 

END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  HUNGER  STRIKE 
BEGINING  FEBRUARY  6,  1999 

There  comes  a time  when  people  must  step  forward  and  act  directly  upon 
the  great  injustices  of  the  world.  The  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  one  such 
great  injustice.  February  6,  1999  marks  the  23th  year  of  Leonard's 
imprisonment.  Leonard  is  in  prison  for  standing  up  to  the  evil  forces  of 
the  empire  of  greed.  These  forces  framed  Leonard  and  these  forces  continue 
to  cover  up  their  crimes  against  Leonard  and  against  the  people.  Leonard 
has  suffered  greatly  because  of  this  oppression.  They  have  harassed  him  at 
every  point,  they  attempted  to  assassinate  him,  and  now  they  are  torturing 
him  by  refusing  to  allow  medical  treatment  which  he  desperately  needs  as  he 
is  in  continuous  pain  and  cannot  even  take  nourishment  except  through  a straw. 


Yet  the  people  can  end  this  injustice  if  they  are  just  willing  to  act  in 
unity.  The  call  has  gone  out  for  a mobilization  of  all  concerned  people  on 
February  6,  1999,  THE  INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD 
PELTIER.  It  is  very  important  to  show  solidarity  with  Leonard  in  public  so 
that  the  forces  of  evil  will  know  that  Leonard's  case  will  not  ever  go 
away,  and--more  importantly-that  it  will  continue  to  grow  until  he  is  freed 
After  much  thought,  it  has  been  decided  that  some  of  us  must  push  this 
struggle  even  further  by  going  on  a hunger  strike  to  end  the  torture  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  This  hunger  strike  will  begin  on  February  6th.  We  are 
calling  upon  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  join  us  in  this  hunger 
strike.  We  are  also  asking  that  people  support  this  action  and  act  to  end 
the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Please  e-mail  Clinton,  the  Bureau  of 
Prisons  and  your  congresspeople  messages  demanding  the  end  of  the  torture. 

In  Solidarity 

Dale  Pfeiffer,  IWW  Pontiac  Delegate,  novelist, 
dalealen@peoplelink.com. 

Arthur  I.  Miller,  coordinator.  Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Network,  IWW  Tacoma  Delegate,  publisher  of  Bayou  La  Rose. 
bayou@blarg.net 

Those  who  are  wanting  to  join  this  hunger  strike  please  send  us  a 
message  that  should  include  a short  statement  of  your  organizational 
background.  Please  send  your  message  to: 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044  U$A 
785-842-5774 
<lpdc@idir . net> 

Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network- 

Tacoma  Office 

P.O.  Box  5464 

Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464  USA 

<bayou@blarg. net> 

"RE : Online  Petition  for  NA  Holiday"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Ian  1999  19:00:54  -0500 
From:  "Tu'ti"  <wahya@full-moon . com> 

Sub j : Online  Petition  for  NA  Holiday 

UUCP  email 

Won't  you  please  visit  our  site  our  online  petition  and  consider  it  for 
your  newsletter? 

Riders  will  be  riding  on  horseback  from  Pembroke,  NC  to  Greenville,  Ohio 
with  the  tentative  date  to  be  in  March  of  2000.  The  purpose  of  this  ride  is 
to  bring  attention  to  all  Native  Americans,  and  to  promote  support  for  a 
Federal  (Native  American  Holiday) 

The  heading  of  this  effort  is  called.  Native  Americans  United  For  The 
Pursuit  Of  Honor  and  Riding  For  Honor  is  the  title  for  the  horse  ride  event 
which  will  take  place  in  2000. 

http : //www. geocities . com/Athens/Delphi/7347/ 

We  thank  you  for  your  time. 

Native  Americans  United  For  The  Pursuit  Of  Honor 

- - - - jhe  Petition  as  Captured  -------------- 

We  the  undersigned  ask  that  October  5th  become  a Federal  (Native 
American  Holiday)  The  new  Millennium  is  quickly  approaching, 
signaling  that  it  is  time  for  balance  once  again.  It  is  time  to  show 
appreciation  to  The  Native  American  People  who  were  the  original 


caretakers  of  this  land.  When  the  earliest  settlers  stepped  foot 
upon  the  "new  land"  they  found  it  blanketed  with  lush  green  forests, 
filled  with  abundant  animal  life,  beautiful  streams,  rivers,  and 
fertile  soil  for  growing  food. 

Since  the  early  days  many  Native  American  People  have  served  with 
pride  and  honor  within  the  United  States  Military,  such  as  the  Code 
Talkers  of  WW2.  Many  Native  American  People's  names  can  be  found  on 
the  Vietnam  Memorial  Wall.  How  much  more  do  we  have  to  give  before 
we  are  shown  appreciation  by  the  Government?  We  have  given  all  we 
have  to  give,  and  are  only  asking  for  one  day  each  year  of 
recognition  as  this  land's  original  people. 

Most  all  other  countries  have  a holiday  showing  appreciation  for 
their  Indigenous  People.  We  feel  it  is  appropriate,  and  is  time  the 
United  States  Of  America  do  the  same. 

We  feel  this  holiday  is  truly  a right  of  the  Native  Americans  of 
North  America. 


Please  Sign  the  Petition: 

Please  give  your  name,  address  and  phone  number 


Name: 

Mailing  Address: 
Phone : 


- "RE:  Melungeon  or  Black  Dutch"  

Date:  Wed,  13  lan  1999  13:59:10  -0800 
From:  lohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Melungeon  or  Black  Dutch  ancestry 

Here  is  a story  about  a group  of  people  that  have  no  idea  where  their 
ancestors  came  from.  If  you  do  a web  search  you  will  find  a lot  more 
information  about  them  as  well  as  an  e-mail  List  for  on-line  research. 

This  originally  was  posted  as  two  parts  but  is  complete  here.  --  John 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  11  Sep  1997  10:15:33  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Tehawrogah@aol.com 

Sub j : (Melungeon)  West  VA  Guineas-part  1 {1} 

This  article  appeared  in  the  Pittsburgh  Post  Gazette  on 
December  31,  1984  about  the  Guineas  and  Melungeons. 

Philippi,  W.  Va.  - To  the  outside  world,  the  people  of  Chestnut  Ridge 
are  still  wrapped  in  folk  tales  and  wives'  tales:  some  say  they're 
descended  from  a mixture  of  Indians  and  survivors  of  Walter  Raleigh's  lost 
colony:  some  maintain  they're  the  mutants  left  over  from  a mad  scientist's 
miscegenation  experiment  or  that  they  came  about  because  of  the 
Rockefeller's  need  to  develop  cheap  coal-mine  labor  during  the 
depression . 

The  worst  thing  you  can  call  them  is  "the  Guineas",  but  that  is  the 
pejorative  name  by  which  they're  known.  Some  say  it  refers  back  to  the 
Italians  brought  here  for  mine  work  long  ago;  others  say  it  is  short  for 
"guinea  pigs"  from  the  alleged  racial  "experiment";  others  say  it  is 
verbal  short  form  of  "Allegheny"  or  "Alleheny" . 

Some  of  them  have  distinctly  Indian  and  black  features,  but  blue  eyes 
and  light  skin.  Others  are  blond  and  look  almost  Scandinavian.  From  an 
estimated  peak  of  about  4,000  in  the  1930 's,  there  are  only  about  1,500 
of  them  left  now,  tucked  away  high  in  the  West  Virginia  Appalachians, 
about  190  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  in  Barbour,  Taylor  and  Harrison  Counties 
near  the  towns  of  Grafton,  and  Philippi.  They've  been  living  in  these 
same  hills  for  more  than  200  years  - at  least  a century  longer  than  most 
of  the  white  people  who  ostracized  them. 

Outsiders  confusion  is  not  surprising.  The  Guineas  themselves  differ 


widely  and  sometimes  vociferously  about  their  own  origins.  Since  the 
first  census  of  1790,  they  have  been  variously  identified  as  - white, 
black,  red,  mulatto,  colored,  free  colored,  dark,  American  Guinea,  red 
African  and  Indian  - among  other  things.  The  likeliest  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  the  Guineas  is  that  they  are  of  combined  Indian-white-black 
ancestry.  As  such,  they  are  one  of  the  few  remaining  groups  in  the  United 
States . 

A similar  group  called  the  Melungeons  still  survive  in  the  hills 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  In  present  day  Chestnut  Ridge  some  of  the 
people  are  white-Indian,  some  white-black,  some  black-Indian,  some 
white-black-Indian,  but  most  appear  to  be  in  the  first  group. 

Some  have  distinctly  darker  skin  but  blue  eyes.  Others  appear  almost 
oriental.  But  many  have  brown  or  blond  hair.  The  main  social  feature  of 
the  Chestnut  Ridge  people  today  is  their  familial  cohesion.  All  1500  of 
them  bear  one  of  less  than  a dozen  surnames.  A 1977  survey  of  obituaries 
in  the  Barbour  County  Democrat  showed  that  135  of  the  163  ridge  people  - 
83%  - were  married  to  people  having  the  last  names  - Mayle,  Norris, 
Croston,  Prichard,  Collins,  Adams,  and  Kennedy.  Today,  of  the  67  Mayles 
who  have  listed  telephones,  all  but  three  live  on  the  ridges. 

There  are  hundreds  of  Mayles  in  the  area,  and  one  of  them  is  tall, 
sandy-haired  Douglas  Gary  Mayles,  15.  Asked  if  he's  related  to  the  Rev. 
Okey  Mayle  - the  most  famous  resident  of  the  ridge  - D.  G.  Mayle  thinks  a 
minute  and  answers  "I  don't  know." 

A few  vestiges  of  the  old  customs  survive  up  on  the  ridge 

Most  of  the  ethnic  Indian  dishes  are  fading  away,  but  corn  is  still  a 
favorite  food-stuff  for  parching  and  ash  boiling,  (the  ashes  make  the 
corn  sweeter.)  Also  eaten,  though  less  widely,  are  poke  greens,  plantain 
and  cooked  black  berry  tops  and  whitemilk-weed . 

Some  still  contort  a hot  drink  from  dried  sycamore  bark,  and  others  use 
such  herbal  remedies  as  dogwood  tea  for  upset  stomachs.  Where  there  are 
folk  cures  there  are  folk  tales,  and  the  Chestnut  Ridge  people  like  to 
tell  their  stories  of  the  days  when  panthers  jumped  out  at  you  at  night, 
and  of  "Chicken  Sam"  Mayle,  who  lay  on  a grave  in  the  cemetery  one  night, 
waiting  for  some  kids  and  then  frightening  them  out  of  their  wits. 

"Scaring  white  folks  used  to  be  a favorite  pastime  up  on  the  ridge," 
said  one  of  the  Mayles. 

Nowadays,  many  of  the  men  work  at  or  in  the  coal  mines  or  as  state 
road  maintenance  workers-when  they  can  get  jobs.  The  women  often  work 
as  domestics.  But  unemployment  is  very  high  - at  least  50  percent. 

"A  lot  of  hospital  workers  like  my  grandson  get  layed  off,"  said 
one  elderly  ridge  man.  "A  lot  of  us  are  retirees.  We  get  by  on  Social 
Security  or  welfare.  "I  got  a son  who's  51  - he's  a mechanic  - but  he 
gets  hold  of  a bottle  and  he  don't  care  whether  he  gets  paid  or  not." 

A clergy  who  preaches  every  week  on  the  ridge  says  it's  easier  to  count 
the  number  of  people  who  have  jobs  - especially  since  Badger  closed  down 
under  Regan.  "Indeed,  the  rusting  machinery  of  the  once  proud  Badger  Coal 
Co.  dominates  the  ridge's  landscape. 

Bootleg  whiskey  used  to  be  profitable  cottage  industry,  "but  now 
there's  only  one  or  two  moonshine  rigs  left  on  the  ridge,"  said  an 
old-timer  of  the  Mayle  clan.  "In  the  twenties  you'd  see  smoke  "bloin" 
all  the  time  up  here  from  the  stills." 

His  neighbor,  an  unrelated  Mayle,  is  approached  for  directions  to 
Grafton.  He  is  a very  short,  Mediterranean  looking  man  with  a dark 
reddish  face,  flat  nose,  blue  eyes  and  straight  black  hair.  Although 
most  of  the  Chestnut  Ridge  folks  are  friendly,  they  make  it  clear  they 
are  not  fond  of  anyone  anthropological  or  journalistic,  threatening  their 
privacy. 

The  land  of  the  "Guineas,"  curiously  enough,  is  at  the  same  river  that 
was  a crucial  part  of  Pittsburgh:  the  Monogahelia.  Chestnut  Ridge  is  as 
beautiful  as  it  is  isolated.  So  scenic  are  it's  hills  and  vistas  that  one 
would  think  those  native  refugees  had  specifically  searched  for  it, 
rather  than  stumbled  upon  it  in  flight. 

It's  steep  hills  and  valleys  were  carved  out  by  now  extinct  streams  that 
emptied  into  the  Ohio  River  and  concealed  millions  of  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  below.  The  ridge  overlooks  Philippi,  population  3,500,  home  of  the 


liberal  arts  school,  Alderson-Broaddus  College,  about  40  miles  south  of 
Morgantown . 

Both  the  town  and  the  county  were  named  in  honor  of  an  early  settler, 
Dudge  Phillip  Barbour.  In  Philippi  itself,  the  main  attraction  is  the 
1852  covered  bridge  across  which  Yankee  and  rebel  troops  passed  during 
the  Civil  War.  In  fact,  it  is  the  site  of  the  first  land  battle  of  the 
Civil  War  and  also  according  to  a bronze  plaque,  the  site  of  the  first 
amputation . 

But  once  you  get  outside  Philippi  city  limits,  you  enter  a different 
world  as  you  drive  northeast,  up  Chestnut  Hill  Road  behind  Philippi  into 
coal  country.  Many  of  the  homes  are  neat  little  bungalows,  but  some  are 
tumbledown  shacks  with  dirt  floors. 

"It's  not  quite  "Deliverance,"  said  a former  Alder-Broaddus  student 
now  living  in  Pittsburgh.  "They  won't  kill  you  and  eat  you.  But  it  can 
be  frightening.  When  you  went  riding  up  there,  you'd  see  these  strange 
looking  people,  sitting  on  the  hills  and  staring  at  you,  real  high 
foreheads  and  cheekbones.  Twenty  years  ago  when  I was  going  to  school 
there,  you'd  see  some  of  them  living  20  to  an  old  school  bus,  without 
any  health  care. " 

The  white  perception  problem  is  a major  one.  The  women  quoted  above  hold 
firm  to  the  "mad  scientist"  theory.  "It's  an  old  story,"  said  one  of  the 
ridge  ministers.  "The  college  kids  were  warned  to  never  come  up  here. 

The  boys  were  told  they'd  be  beaten,  the  girls  they'd  be  raped."  The 
townsfolk  attitudes  are  a source  of  deep  irritation  to  people  on  the 
ridge.  "We  do  things  the  old  ways,  but  why  should  people  think  less  of 
us  for  that?"  said  19  year  old  Tim  Mayle,  a powerfully  built  young  man 
who  speaks  fondly  of  his  close  knit  community  and  can  name  every  occupant 
of  every  house  up  and  down  the  Ridge  Road. 

"Some  of  the  A-B  frat  guys  used  to  come  up  here...,"  he  begins,  then 
rephrases  it.  "If  people  want  to  come  up  here  and  play  pranks,  forget 
it."  We  don't  need  that.  "They  think  we're  not  civilized  up  here." 

Tim  Mayle  wants  to  get  into  computers  or  the  legal  profession  one  day, 
when  he  gets  the  money.  Right  now  he's  helping  take  care  of  his  widowed 
mother,  younger  siblings  and  the  land  that's  been  in  his  family  for 
generations.  "When  I was  in  school,  there  were  few  problems,"  he  says, 
talking  gingerly  around  discrimination,  but  it's  eased  out. 
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The  Vancouver  Sun,  January  13,  1998  by  Stephen  Hume 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  sounded  decidedly  upbeat  about 
the  state  of  treaty  negotiations  last  week  when  he  speculated  the  province 
may  be  able  to  sign  up  to  10  new  deals  with  aboriginal  nations  within  the 
next  five  years. 

Is  this  just  wishful  thinking?  Or  does  Lovick  have  genuine  cause  for 
optimism? 

For  now,  the  momentum  appears  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  optimists. 

Overshadowed  by  the  political  debate  surrounding  the  Nisga'a  deal  (a 
negotiation  process  launched  by  Ottawa,  joined  late  in  the  game  by  Bill 
Vander  Zalm's  Social  Credit  administration  and  finally  inherited  by  the 
present  government)  is  an  entirely  separate  process  that  began  in  1991  and 
is  overseen  by  the  neutral  B.C.  Treaty  Commission. 

Under  this  process,  treaties  are  negotiated  in  six  stages,  moving  from 
an  initial  statement  of  intent  through  a preparatory  phase.  That  is 
followed  by  negotiation  of  a framework  agreement,  which  defines  what  is  on 
the  table.  Then  comes  negotiation  of  an  agreement  in  principle  about  what 


will  be  included  in  the  treaty,  negotiation  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
itself,  and  finally  implementation. 

If  the  procedure  seems  straightforward,  the  circumstances  to  which  it 
must  be  applied  are  fiendishly  complex.  In  aboriginal  terms,  the  cultural 
map  of  the  province  is  an  intricate  jigsaw  puzzle  of  197  bands  speaking 
more  than  30  languages  and  embracing  traditions  that  range  from  a fierce 
individualism  to  rich  and  complicated  hierarchies  of  rank  and  privilege. 
The  42  tribal  councils  and  coalitions  currently  seeking  settlements  across 
B.C.  represent  116  bands  that  have  national  and  linguistic  characteristics 
as  diverse  as  Italians  and  Russians  or  Germans  and  Greeks.  Despite  this, 
framework  agreements  have  been  signed  with  34  of  the  councils,  which  means 
that  although  a significant  minority  of  bands  and  tribal  groups  have 
refused  to  participate  in  the  treaty  process,  more  than  half  the 
aboriginal  negotiating  teams  in  the  province  are  already  at  work  on  fourth 
stage  agreements  in  principle  that  will  be  the  substance  of  final  treaty 
negotiations.  At  least  half  a dozen  are  well  enough  advanced  that  Lovick's 
prediction  does  not  seem  unreasonable. 

For  at  least  four  negotiating  tables,  the  prospect  of  a signed  agreement 
in  principle  seems  likely  in  1999.  (Two  more  have  set  2002  as  their 
deadline  for  closure  and  a seventh  group  wants  an  agreement  in  principle 
by  2006.) 

Which  aboriginal  groups  are  closest  to  signing  off? 

SECHELT 

Located  about  50  kilometres  north  of  Vancouver  on  the  Sunshine  Coast, 
this  band  of  1,005  (461  living  on  reserve)  is  a member  of  the  Salishan 
linguistic  group  and  has  strong  cultural  ties  with  the  Comox  of  Vancouver 
Island  and  the  Sliammon  near  Powell  River.  Its  traditional  territory 
included  approximately  4,000  square  kilometres  around  a complex  of  fiords 
and  watersheds  at  lervis  Inlet,  just  east  of  Texada  Island. 

Long  recognized  by  senior  governments  as  one  of  the  most  moderate  and 
forward-looking  bands  in  the  province,  the  Sechelt  became  the  first 
aboriginal  nation  in  Canada  to  obtain  the  right  to  self-government  and  the 
authority  to  manage  its  own  lands  under  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  Act. 

At  present,  the  band  has  33  parcels  of  land  (with  11  to  be  added) 
amounting  to  approximately  1,000  hectares.  It  is  in  the  final  stages  of 
negotiating  on  an  offer  that  includes  $40  million  in  cash  and  934  hectares 
of  rural  and  urban  land  parcels.  Although  the  three  parties  have  completed 
12  chapters  of  a draft  agreement  in  principle,  sticking  points  in  the 
talks  revolve  around  the  future  constitutional  status  of  Sechelt  lands, 
taxation  and  interim  resource  revenues. 

DITIDAHT  AND  PACHEEDAHT 

Located  about  120  kilometres  northwest  of  Victoria  around  the  great 
tidal  lake  known  as  the  Nitinat  Triangle  and  including  the  coastal  village 
of  Clo-oose  made  famous  by  painter  Emily  Carr,  these  bands  of  532  (191 
living  on-reserve)  and  212  (84  living  on-reserve)  are  members  of  the 
Nootkan  linguistic  group. 

Originally  known  as  the  Nitinaht  band,  the  Ditidaht  now  includes  the 
remnants  of  two  other  once-great  bands  --  the  Clo-oose  and  the  Carmanah  -- 
who  occupied  the  wild  outside  coast  and  who,  with  the  neighbouring 
Pacheedaht,  formed  what  anthropologists  identify  as  the  southern  Nootka. 

The  Clo-oose,  Carmanah  and  Nitinaht  merged  in  the  mid-20th  century  and 
adopted  the  name  Ditidaht  in  1984.  They  now  occupy  17  reserves  on  727 
hectares  of  land  at  the  north  end  of  Nitinat  Lake  and  most  of  the 
population  lives  on  Malachan  reserve  #11.  Although  there  is  a band-run 
elementary  school,  older  students  are  bused  by  logging  road  to  Port 
Alberni . 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  the  mid-20th  century  "merging"  was  an  arbitrary 
decision  made  by  Indian  Affairs,  and  elements  of  the  Qwa-ESa-Diwa 
(Carmanah)  hereditary  family  still  maintain  and  assert  their  sovereignty 
over  their  Carmanah-Walbran  territories  illegally  claimed  by  the  Ditidaht 
and  Pacheedaht  DIA  Bands.  See  http://kafka.uvic. ca/~ 
vipirg/SISIS/sov/ecogenB . html  ] 

The  Pacheedaht  now  occupy  four  reserves  on  174  hectares  about  80 


kilometers  northwest  of  Victoria  at  the  fishing  village  of  Port  Renfrew. 

Although  both  are  culturally  and  linguistically  part  of  the  Nuu-chah- 
nulth,  they  have  opted  to  negotiate  their  treaty  claims  outside  the  Nuu- 
chah-nulth  Tribal  Council,  which  represents  13  other  bands  on  the  central 
and  north  coast  of  western  Vancouver  Island. 

In  1790,  John  Meares  estimated  the  total  population  to  be  25,900,  but 
following  a series  of  epidemics  introduced  by  trading  vessels,  it  had 
declined  to  fewer  than  1,500  by  1924.  Small  existing  reserves  were 
allotted  late  in  the  19th  century  without  regard  to  the  wide-ranging 
seasonal  activities  of  the  various  bands.  Famed  as  whalers  and  deep  sea 
travellers,  the  southern  Nootka  had  frequent  contact,  both  as  traders  and 
in  warfare,  with  their  linguistic  neighbors  the  Makah,  on  what  is  now  the 
U.S.  side  of  the  Strait  of  luan  de  Fuca.  When  first  recorded  into  history 
in  the  18th  century,  the  Nitinaht  had  friendly  relations  with  their 
eastern  neighbors,  the  Tsou-ke  at  what  is  now  the  fishing  village  of  Sooke, 
but  historian  John  Walbran  reports  growing  hostility  during  the  19th 
century. 

All  these  bands  were  intensive  users  of  marine  resources,  harvesting 
many  species  of  shellfish,  fishing  for  halibut,  cod  and  snapper  on  the 
offshore  banks,  hunting  seals  and  sea  otters  closer  to  shore.  Whaling, 
however,  was  the  noblest  calling. 

The  most  important  species  was  the  California  gray  whale  and  hunting 
would  begin  in  March  after  a long  period  of  fasting  and  preparation.  As 
recent  controversy  regarding  a planned  gray  whale  hunt  by  the  Makah 
indicates,  treaty  rights  to  whaling  continue  to  be  a significant  political 
consideration . 

The  two  bands  signed  off  on  a framework  agreement  two  years  ago  and  a 
provincial  government  status  report  in  December  reported  that  negotiations 
are  proceeding  on  all  topics,  that  all  parties  are  optimistic  about  the 
progress  and  that  an  agreement  in  principle  is  expected  to  be  ready  to 
sign  sometime  in  1999. 


IN-SHUCK-CH  AND  N ' QUAT ' QUA 

Scattered  across  the  rugged  drainage  basin  of  the  Lillooet  River  from 
Harrison  Lake  to  Bralorne,  the  1,052  members  of  the  four  bands  comprising 
this  negotiating  table  are  members  of  the  Interior  Salish  language  group, 
closely  related  to  the  Lillooet  and  the  Stl'atl'imx.  They  occupy  four 
separate  communities  about  50  kilometres  due  north  of  Vancouver  and  rely 
heavily  on  salmon  runs  into  the  Lillooet  River  and  its  tributaries,  and 
their  history  was  heavily  involved  in  the  fur  trade.  The  Anderson  Trail, 
the  all-British  Fur  Brigades  route  from  the  Interior  to  Fort  Langley 
passed  through  their  territory.  The  word  Skookumchuck,  for  example,  is  a 
Chinook  trade  jargon  term  that  means  "strong  water"  or  powerful  rapids. 

The  In-SHUCK-ch  are  an  affiliation  of  the  Skookumchuck  (pop.  333,  37  on- 
reserve),  Douglas  (pop.  201,  33  on-reserve)  and  Samahquam  (pop.  252,  34  on 
reserve)  bands. 

The  traditional  territory  of  the  In-SHUCK-ch  bands  extends  from 
approximately  the  halfway  point  of  Lillooet  Lake  to  about  the  halfway 
point  of  Harrison  Lake  at  Long  Island  and  includes  all  the  watersheds 
draining  into  Lillooet  Lake,  Lillooet  River  and  Harrison  Lake  between 
those  two  points. 

N'Quat'qua  represents  the  Anderson  Lake  band  located  at  Pemberton,  about 
20  kilometres  north  of  Whistler.  Its  traditional  territory  extends  north 
to  Bralorne.  Of  the  four  communities,  Anderson  Lake  is  most  developed.  It 
operates  a fish  hatchery  and  spawning  channel,  a logging  company  and  a 
sawmill,  and  takes  silviculture  and  slashing  contracts.  Anderson  Lake 
already  delivers  its  own  Indian  Affairs  programs. 

Late  in  November,  the  negotiators  initialled  agreements  in  principle 
regarding  the  structure  of  government,  policing,  child  protection  and 
adoption,  community  correctional  services  and  dispute  resolution.  Still 
under  discussion  but  released  for  public  examination  are  issues  involving 
water  resources,  environmental  protection,  an  amending  formula,  provisions 
for  an  aboriginal  court  and  parkland. 

Of  particular  concern  to  the  province  in  these  negotiations  is  parkland, 
since  almost  half  the  traditional  territory  under  claim  is  now  included  in 


Garibaldi,  Golden  Ears  and  Birkenhead  provincial  parks.  Other  possible 
sticking  points  include  taxation,  the  constitutional  status  of  lands, 
subsurface  resources,  fish  and  forests.  Nevertheless,  a provincial  status 
report  at  year  end  assesses  negotiations  as  proceeding  well  with  a full 
agreement  in  principle  likely  to  be  signed  in  early  1999. 

KASKA-DENA  COUNCIL 

The  Dease  River,  Fort  Ware,  Lower  Post  and  Ross  River  bands  that 
comprise  the  1,200  members  of  this  Athapaskan  language  group  in  B.C.'s  far 
north  have  always  occupied  a fascinating  transition  zone,  sandwiched 
between  the  Sekani  to  the  south,  the  Tlingit  to  the  north,  the  Tahltan  to 
the  west  and  the  Slavey  to  the  east.  Culturally  and  linguistically,  they 
are  affiliated  with  the  Athapaskan  tribes  of  the  Mackenzie  River  area  in 
the  Northwest  Territories,  yet  their  traditions  of  potlatching,  masks  and 
clan  structures  are  all  attributes  they  share  strongly  with  the  Northwest 
Coast  cultures. 

Today,  they  are  one  of  the  few  trans-boundary  groups  involved  in  treaty 
negotiations.  Their  traditional  territory  lies  half  in  the  Yukon  and  half 
in  B.C.  about  1,250  kilometres  north  of  Vancouver.  This  complicates 
negotiations,  since  an  agreement  with  the  Yukon  government  had  still  not 
been  reached  at  the  end  of  1998.  Still,  negotiations  are  well  advanced  on 
wildlife,  water,  environment,  forestry,  leases  and  tenures  and  the 
structure  of  government.  Still  contentious  are  matters  involving 
subsurface  resources,  parks  and  protected  areas,  culture  and  heritage.  An 
agreement  in  principle  is  targeted  for  1999. 


"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to 
legitimize  the  theft  of  our  lands." 

- Haida  Elder  Lavina  White 

For  more  information  on  the  BC  "Trick-or-Treaty"  Commission,  see: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/switlo . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/BCgovt . html#bctc 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Debate  on  the  Nisga'a  treaty  resumes  in  the  B.C.  legislature  today.  It  is 
expected  to  be  the  only  item  on  the  agenda  when  the  house  resumes  after  its 
Christmas  break.  But,  during  daily  question  periods,  the  Liberals  are 
expected  to  press  the  government  on  issues  of  economic  development  and 
health  care. 

Debate  in  principle  on  the  Nisga'a  treaty  is  expected  to  wind  up  within  a 
few  days.  Clause-by-clause  study  will  follow.  By  the  time  the  treaty  goes 
to  a vote,  MLAs  could  have  time  for  only  a short  break  before  the  1999 
session  begins.  The  government  must  introduce  a new  budget  before  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  March  31. 


The  debate  also  could  be  affected  by  the  outcome  of  the  Liberals'  B.C. 
Supreme  Court  case  against  the  treaty.  The  provincial  and  federal 
governments  are  trying  to  get  the  case  thrown  out.  Lawyers  for  provincial 
Liberal  leader  Gordon  Campbell  and  the  attorney-general  of  B.C.  yesterday 
debated  the  pros  and  cons  of  holding  a summary  hearing  to  determine 
Campbell's  lawsuit  challenging  the  Nisga'a  treaty. 

Bradley  Armstrong,  lawyer  for  the  B.C.  Liberals,  said  the  proposed 
legislation  amounts  to  a change  in  the  constitution  and,  therefore,  by 
provincial  law,  must  be  put  to  a referendum. 

Lawyer  Doe  Arvay  is  expected  to  present  the  B.C.  government's  case  when 
the  hearing  resumes  before  B.C.  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Paul  Williamson  this 
morning. 


For  more  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  and  the  Nisga'a  deal 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/jan3198bctc . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/aug98nis . html 
Letters  to  The  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : USDOD  Doins  Oneida  Land  Claims  Suit"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Dan  1999  11:37:01  -0800 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <tschloss@Counsel . COM> 

Sub j : USDOD  joins  Oneida  land  claims  suit--finally 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Danuary  13,  1999 

U.S  Government  Doins  Oneida  Indians'  Suit  Against  New  York  State 
By  DAMES  DAO 

NEW  YORK  --  The  federal  government  has  joined  the  Oneida  Indians  in  a 
lawsuit  that  contends  the  state  and  local  governments  unlawfully 
acquired  270,000  acres  of  land  in  central  New  York  from  the  Indians 
nearly  200  years  ago,  whittling  down  what  had  been  a sprawling 
reservation  into  a meager  32-acre  plot. 

The  New  York  Times  Though  the  Oneidas'  land  claim  has  been  wending 
its  way  through  federal  courts  since  1970,  the  victim  of  fruitless 
settlement  negotiations  between  the  Indians  and  three  different  New  York 
governors,  the  intervention  of  the  Dustice  Department  has  galvanized  the 
attention  of  state  and  local  officials  on  the  case. 

In  particular,  lawyers  for  the  Dustice  Department  and  the  Oneidas  have 
provoked  widespread  anxiety  and  anger  among  private  landowners  by 
seeking  to  expand  the  suit  to  name  not  just  the  state,  but  also  some 
20,000  property  owners  in  central  New  York  as  defendants. 

The  Dustice  Department  and  the  Oneidas  adamantly  maintain  that  they 
have  no  interest  in  evicting  people  from  their  homes  or  forcing  them  to 
pay  rent  to  the  tribe  and  say  the  suit  really  is  intended  to  pressure 
the  state  into  reaching  a settlement.  But  such  assurances  have  not 
stopped  people  from  believing  that  their  homes  and  farms  are  in  danger, 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  buy  or  sell  property  or  that  banks  will  stop 
making  loans. 

"This  is  very  emotional  issue  and  no  amount  of  assurances  are  going  to 
completely  allay  people's  anxieties,"  said  State  Sen.  Raymond  Meier,  a 
Republican  from  Oneida  County.  "The  only  way  to  do  that  is  to  bring  this 
to  a rapid  and  complete  conclusion." 

The  expansion  of  the  suit  to  include  individual  land  owners  --  which 
would  have  to  be  approved  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  in  Syracuse 
--  comes  at  a time  of  simmering  tensions  between  the  Oneidas  and  some 
business  owners,  who  contend  the  Oneidas'  tax-free  status  is  putting 
them  out  of  business.  The  Oneidas,  who  have  become  one  of  the  region's 
largest  employers,  run  a casino  and  hotel  as  well  as  several  stores. 


restaurants  and  gas  stations  where  customers  do  not  pay  sales  tax. 

"Ten  or  twelve  family-owned  businesses  are  now  gone  because  the  Indian 
businesses  have  an  unfair  advantage/'  said  Assemblyman  David  Townsend,  a 
Republican  from  Oriskany.  "And  they  flaunt  it  in  people's  faces  by 
advertising  tax-free  goods." 

But  the  Justice  Department's  involvement  has  now  made  the  Federal 
Goverment  a target  of  the  anger.  "It's  amazing  that  they  basically  sided 
with  a foreign  nation  against  us.,"  said  Lisa  Jensen,  a 31-year-old 
landowner.  "You  hit  yourself  on  the  head  and  you  ask  where  do  my  tax 
dollars  go?  Against  me?" 

The  Oneidas  contend  that  New  York  State  violated  the  federal  Trade  and 
Intercourse  Act  of  1790,  which  prohibited  states  from  acquiring  land 
from  Indians  without  federal  approval.  They  argue  that  between  1795  and 
1840,  the  state  and  local  governments  entered  into  26  treaties  and 
several  purchase  agreements  with  the  Oneidas  to  acquire  all  but  32  of 
the  270,000  acres  now  in  dispute. 

Almost  none  of  those  transactions  were  approved  by  Congress,  lawyers 
for  the  Justice  Department  and  the  Oneidas  say,  making  the  sales 
invalid . 

In  1985,  the  Supreme  Court  upheld  that  argument  in  a "test  case"  filed 
by  the  Oneidas  that  named  Oneida  and  Madison  counties  as  defendants  and 
claimed  just  900  acres.  At  that  point,  the  state  opened  negotiations 
with  the  Oneidas  and  the  litigation  was  put  on  hold  for  the  next  13 
years,  until  the  Oneidas  and  the  Justice  Department  moved  to  expand  the 
case  last  month. 

The  Justice  Department's  actions  have  prompted  finger-pointing  between 
the  administration  of  Gov.  George  Pataki  and  the  Oneidas,  with  each  side 
blaming  the  other  for  stonewalling  the  talks. 

The  governor's  office  contends  that  negotiations  have  stalled  largely 
because  there  are  three  groups  of  Oneidas  who  are  parties  to  the  lawsuit 
--  one  in  New  York,  one  in  Wisconsin  and  one  in  Ontario,  Canada  --  and 
that  they  have  often  feuded  over  strategy  and  goals.  But  aides  to  the 
governor  contend  that  even  fractured  talks  with  the  Oneidas  are 
preferable  to  the  new  legal  tack  chosen  by  the  Justice  Department. 

"We  think  the  federal  government  has  turned  its  back  on  the  people  of 
central  New  York,"  said  Michael  McKeon,  a spokesman  for  Pataki.  "We 
think  it  would  be  much  more  productive  if  they  played  a helpful  role  in 
negotiations  rather  than  taking  sides." 

But  Raymond  Halbritter,  the  elected  leader  of  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
of  New  York,  asserted  that  Pataki  had  been  poorly  served  by  his  legal 
advisers,  who  did  not  recognize  the  Oneidas'  frustration  with  the 
turtle-paced  negotiations. 

"We  regret  that  we  have  to  litigate,"  said  Halbritter,  whose 
grandmother,  Mary  Cornelius  Winder,  began  advocating  the  land  claim  more 
than  70  years  ago.  "These  are  our  neighbors  and  friends;  we  would  like  a 
future  here.  We  know  they  are  angry.  But  we  think  that  most  reasonable 
people,  once  they  know  the  history,  know  we  didn't  want  to  sue  so  many 
property  owners.  But  we  really  had  no  choice." 

In  the  past  25  years,  the  federal  government  has  resolved  at  least  10 
such  Indian  land  claims  in  Connecticut,  Maine  and  other  states,  usually 
by  creating  funds  with  state  and  federal  money  that  allow  tribes  to 
purchase  land  in  proscribed  areas  from  willing  sellers.  Justice 
Department  officials  said. 

The  lands  acquired  that  way  have  then  become  part  of  their  federally 
recognized  reservations,  exempt  from  local  sales  and  property  taxes  and 
eligible  for  a variety  of  federal  services.  Officials  said  they  knew  of 
no  cases  in  which  people  who  have  purchased  land  in  disputed  areas  have 
been  forced  to  give  it  back  to  the  Indians. 

Officials  in  Oneida  and  Madison  counties,  which  contain  the  270,000 
acres,  said  there  was  no  evidence  yet  that  the  suit  had  caused  title 
insurance  companies  to  stop  issuing  policies  or  banks  to  withhold 
mortgages.  They  also  said  there  was  no  indication  that  property  values 
had  been  affected  by  the  suit  or  that  people  were  having  trouble  selling 
land . 

But  Ralph  J.  Eannace,  the  Oneida  County  executive,  said  he  had  heard  of 


numerous  cases  of  property  owners  canceling  contracts  to  expand  or 
improve  their  homes  or  commercial  buildings. 

"There  is  no  question  that  the  uncertainty  raised  by  the  possession 
claim  is  doing  damage/'  Eannace  said.  "It  has  worried  people,  caused  a 
great  deal  of  anxiety  and  had  a chilling  affect  on  our  economy." 

Oneida  officials  have  asserted  that  the  land  claim  area  has  an  assessed 
value  of  more  than  $1  billion.  But  they  have  signaled  a willingness  to 
accept  less  money  than  that  in  exchange  for  other  concessions  from  the 
state.  For  instance,  Halbritter  has  floated  the  idea  of  creating  a large 
economic  development  zone,  where  the  Oneidas  could  use  an  array  of  tax 
incentives  to  attract  large  manufacturers  to  the  region. 

Last  year,  Halbritter  also  suggested  that  the  suit  could  be  resolved  if 
the  state  allowed  the  Oneidas  to  open  a casino  at  the  Monticello 
racetrack  in  Orange  County.  But  Halbritter  said  the  Pataki 
administration  demanded  that  90  percent  of  the  profits  go  to  the  state, 
which  the  Oneidas  rejected. 

State  and  Indian  officials  have  also  said  privately  that  a land  claims 
settlement  could  be  used  to  resolve  several  longstanding  issues  between 
the  Oneidas  and  the  state.  For  instance,  the  Oneidas  have  sought  state 
approval  to  install  slot  machines  and  sell  alcohol  in  their  Turning 
Stone  casino  in  Verona.  And  the  state  has  been  seeking  Oneida  approval 
for  a system  to  collect  sales  taxes  on  gasoline  and  other  products  sold 
on  Oneida  land  to  non-Indians. 

What  is  engendering  some  of  the  bitterness  among  property  owners  toward 
the  Oneidas  now  is  the  Indians'  new  affluence.  When  the  suit  was  first 
filed,  the  Oneidas  had  dwindled  to  a few  hundred  families,  many  of  them 
living  in  trailer  homes  on  the  nation's  32-acre  plot. 

Today,  the  nation  operates  a successful  casino,  two  hotels,  a 
convention  center,  a T-shirt  printing  plant,  five  gasoline  stations  and 
eight  restaurants.  It  employs  3,000  people. 

But  several  local  officials  praised  the  Indians  for  bringing  jobs  to 
the  economically  struggling  region.  And  they  said  the  Oneida's  latest 
legal  maneuver  had  at  least  forced  public  officials  to  focus  on  the 
problem. 

"I  was  very  unhappy  with  the  suit  the  Oneidas  filed,"  Representative 
Sherwood  Boehlert,  a Republican  from  Utica,  said.  "But  the  silver  lining 
is  that  it  has  prompted  everyone  to  pay  attention." 

"RE : BC  Bigot  on  Oneida  Land  Claims"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Ian  1999  01:32:13  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Bigot  on  Oneida  Land  Claims 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAND  CLAIM  CHALLENGES  PROPERTY  RIGHTS  IN  N.Y 
Vancouver  Sun,  January  16,  1999  by  Trevor  Lautens 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Oneida  are  scaring  non-Indian  residents  with  their  legal  battle  to 
regain  lands  ceded  in  treaties. 

The  governments,  federal  and  provincial,  soothingly  say  the  Indian  land 
treaties  don't  threaten  private  property.  Don't  believe  them.  This  quiet, 
reasonable  little  corner  has  scorned  that  spin  for  a long  time. 

Glen  Clark,  Dale  Lovick  and  the  other  New  "Democrats"  were  probably  too 
busy  peddling  the  party  line  on  the  Nisga'a  treaty  in  the  legislature 
Wednesday  to  read  a sensational  party-pooping  story  in  that  day's  New  York 
Times . 

The  United  States  isn't  Canada,  not  yet,  but  a top-of -page-one  article  in 
the  Times  points  to  the  flow  with  which  we'll  go,  since  we  share  the  same 
kind  of  guilt-ridden  retreat  in  the  face  of  the  confident  Indian 
nationalists  and  their  academic,  political,  judicial,  bureaucratic  and 
media  sympathizers. 

The  Oneida  Indians  of  New  York  State  near  Syracuse  are  suing  state  and 


local  governments,  declaring  that  270,000  acres  of  their  land  was  illegally 
taken  away  from  them  --  between  1795  and  1840.  Today  they  have  only  32 
acres . 

Take  note:  The  Oneida  didn't  lose  their  lands  through  the  freebooting  of 
scoundrels  who  just  grabbed  it,  as  is  the  case  in  the  official  version  of 
history  in  British  Columbia.  They  dealt  it  away  in  treaties  and  land  sales. 

Now,  150  years  later,  the  Oneida  claim  those  deals  were  unlawful  because 
they  weren't  approved  by  Washington.  Do  you  still  think  Nisga'a  or  any 
other  treaty  will  be  forever? 

But  that  isn't  the  item.  The  item  is  that  the  Oneida  are  seeking  court 
approval  to  expand  their  suit  against  20,000  private  landowners. 

Which  is  incredible,  right?  Couldn't  happen  here.  We  have  the  bankable 
pledge  of  our  B.C.  government  (has  it  lied  to  us  before?)  that  only  Crown 
land  is  up  for  grabs  in  the  50-odd  Indian  land  claims  currently  in  the 
pipeline . 

But  that's  still  not  all.  The  U.S.  justice  department  has  entered  the 
fray  --  on  the  side  of  the  Oneida  against  New  York  State  and  the  20,000 
landowners . 

That  move  has  provoked  "widespread  anxiety  and  anger  among  the 
landowners,"  in  the  words  of  Times  reporter  lames  Dao.  Ah,  the  Times  has 
always  been  known  for  its  understated  reporting. 

Dao  quotes  a woman  of  31  who  says:  "It's  amazing  that  [Washington] 
basically  sided  with  a foreign  nation  against  us.  You  hit  yourself  on  the 
head  and  ask  where  do  my  tax  dollars  go?  Against  me?" 

Canadian  content:  One  of  three  Oneida  groups  in  the  suit  lives  in  Ontario. 

At  least  the  Oneida  chief,  who  says  he's  just  trying  to  hasten  turtle-slow 
negotiations,  sounds  far  more  sympathetic  to  the  property  owners  than  Chief 
Ernie  Campbell  to  his  non-Indian  lease-holders  in  Vancouver's  Musqueam 
Park. 

Let's  have  no  misunderstanding.  The  argument  here  isn't,  never  has  been, 
"anti-Indian."  Crammed  into  a small  space,  it  is:  Historically,  racially 
based  nationalist  obsessions  have  caused  huge,  spillover  problems  in  Italy, 
Germany,  Spain,  Greece,  the  Middle  East,  Quebec,  and  among  American  black 
extremists  who  reinvent  Africa. 

One  undivided  citizenship  works.  The  present  nonsensical  transition  of 
aboriginal  status  from  hereditary  prejudice  to  hereditary  privilege  won't. 
Ever. 
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"RE : AFN  and  Gustafsen  Lake  Inquiry"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Ian  1999  19:59:02  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : AFN  replies  re:  Gustafsen  inquiry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PHIL  FONTAINE:  WHY  THE  AFN  CAN'T/WON'T  MOVE  ON  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 
In  1997,  a resolution  was  presented  to  the  AFN  by  Chief  Stewart  Philip  of 
the  Penticton  Indian  Band  and  Chief  Ron  Dules  of  the  Adam's  Lake  Band, 
calling  for  a public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects"  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
Ipperwash  matters.  It  was  passed  and  accepted,  and  commits  the  AFN  to 
actively  pursue  implementation  of  an  inquiry.  However  there  has  been  no 
visible  moves  or  steps  taken  in  the  Gustafsen  case.  Why  not?  The  question 
has  been  repeatedly  asked  of  Mr.  Fontaine's  office  and  finally  the 
following  reply  was  received: 


Subject:  Response  from  National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  re  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
Ipperwash 


Date:  Fri,  8 Dan  1999  15:11:14  -0500 

The  following  is  National  Chief  Fontaine's  response  to  your  concerns 
expressed  regarding  the  above-mentioned  issues: 

"This  is  in  response  to  your  e-mails  to  my  office  in  which  you  relate  to 
me  some  of  your  concerns  regarding  the  situation  and  issues  at  Gustafsen 
Lake  in  British  Columbia  and  Ipperwash  Provincial  park  in  Ontario. 

I wish  to  thank  you  for  your  interest  and  support  for  First  Nations  rights 
and  issues.  It  is  very  encouraging  to  hear  your  views  and  to  know  that 
Canadians  are  concerned  about  the  need  to  expeditiously  address  the  many 
outstanding  issues  faced  by  First  Nations. 

You  are  quite  correct  in  pointing  out  that  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
has  been  directed  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  First  Nations  to  assist  them  in 
bringing  about  a resolution  for  dealing  with  the  many  difficult  issues  that 
threaten  to  lead  us  into  conflict  with  Canada.  For  my  part,  it  is  a matter 
of  deeply-held  personal  belief  that  all  of  the  problems  and  issues  facing 
Canada  and  the  First  Nations  can  be  settled  and  resolved  if  all  parties 
commit  themselves  to  an  open,  principled  and  constructive  dialogue. 

Clearly,  however,  there  is  much  that  needs  to  be  done  to  ensure  that  a 
fair  and  just  process  is  in  place  to  diffuse  the  frustration  and  lack  of 
opportunity  for  dialogue  and  shared  understanding  that  has  served  to  force 
our  communities  into  the  kind  of  unfortunate  situations  we  have  seen  at 
Oka,  Ipperwash  and  Gustafsen  Lake. 

You  are,  however,  incorrect,  to  assume  that  nothing  is  being  done  to 
deal  with  the  Resolution  19/97.  In  fact,  quite  the  opposite  is  the  case. 

It  might  be  helpful  for  you  to  know  that  the  AFN  does  not  currently  have 
either  the  staff  of  the  resources  to  pursue  the  full  implementation  of  this 
very  important  resolution. 

In  response  to  this  problem,  I and  my  staff  have  been  engaged  in  ongoing 
discussions  with  the  Department  of  Dustice  Canada  to  establish  a Dustice 
Unit  at  the  AFN  that  will  be  able  to  respond  to  the  many  incidents  of 
injustices  that  arise,  as  well  as  implementing  justice-related  resolutions 
like  the  one  you  have  written  me  about. 

Furthermore,  as  National  Chief,  I have  been  very  involved  in  and  concerned 
directly  with  Dustice  issues.  My  involvement,  both  publicly  and  behind  the 
scenes  and  at  the  request  of  the  people  directly  involved,  has  resulted  in 
an  independent  investigation  in  the  very  sad  circumstances  whereby  an  RCMP 
constable  shot  and  killed  Connie  and  Ty  Dacobs  at  the  Tsuu  T'ina  Nation  in 
March  of  this  year.  Also,  with  regard  to  this  incident,  the  AFN  has  been 
asked  to  conduct  an  independent  review  into  the  circumstances  that  led  up 
to  this  incident,  including  factors  that  may  have  played  a role  - such  as 
race  and  gender.  We  are  pursuing  this  as  vigourously  as  possible. 

In  addition,  when  Harley  Timmers  was  shot  and  killed  by  an  RCMP  officer 
in  Whitehorse  this  past  summer.  Grand  Chief  Shirley  Adamson  asked  for  my 
intervention  to  support  their  call  for  a public  inquiry.  That  support  was 
immediately  forthcoming. 

In  the  overall  view,  the  fundamental  issue  behind  many  confrontations  is 
land  rights.  To  address  this  issue,  my  office  has  been  diligently  pursuing 
a joint  policy  development  process  with  the  federal  government  to  bring 
about  fundamental  reform  of  the  existing  federal  specific  claims  policy  and 
process.  The  approach  of  the  AFN,  at  the  national  level,  has  been  to 
attempt  to  rectify  the  policy  environment  that  is  supposed  to  facilitate 
the  peaceful  settlement  and  resolution  of  exactly  these  kinds  of  issues 
before  they  progress  into  circumstances  involving  dangerous  confrontation. 

I can  truly  appreciate  your  frustration  at  the  amount  of  time  it  is  taking 
to  seek  proper  investigations  and  reviews  with  regard  to  police  aggression 
towards  First  Nations  peoples,  as  I am  directly  involved  with  my  staff  to 
make  progress  on  these  issues.  However,  I wish  to  assure  that  all  that  can 
possibly  be  done,  given  limited  staff  and  resources,  is  being  done  and  more 
will  continue  to  be  done. 

In  protection  of  First  Nations  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  Rights, 

Phil  Fontaine 
National  Chief 
Melissa  McKelvey 
Assembly  of  First  Nations 
10th  Floor 


1 Nicholas  Street 
Ottawa,  Ontario  KIN  7B7 
Telephone:  (613)  241-6789 
Fax:  (613)  241-5808 
e-mail:  mmckelvey@afn . ca 


TELL  THE  AFN  TO  IMPLEMENT  ITS  OWN  RESOLUTION  NOW! 

Phil  Fontaine,  AFN  Grand  Chief  - mailto:pfontaine@afn.ca 
cc:  Chief  Stewart  Philip,Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  - 
mailto : ubcic@bc . sympatico . ca 

- — "RE:  Police  Arrest  Former  Officials  in  Mexico  Massacre"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Ian  1999  12:02:16  -0800 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Police  arrests... 

UUCP  email 

Police  arrest  former  state  officials  in  Mexico  massacre 
January  9,  1999 

Web  posted  at:  12:42  AM  EST  (0542  GMT) 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  (AP)  Mexican  police  have  arrested 
two  former  Chiapas  state  officials  for  not  having  done  more  to  prevent  the 
December  1997  massacre  of  45  Indian  villagers,  federal  prosecutors  said 
Friday. 

The  two  --  an  ex-senior  police  officer  and  a former  state  prosecutor  are 
the  highest-ranking  officials  to  be  charged  in  the  massacre,  in  which 
pro-government  gunmen  shot  to  death  men,  women  and  children  in  the  hamlet 
of  Acteal,  Chiapas,  whom  they  accused  of  supporting  leftist  rebels. 

Prosecutors  on  Thursday  arrested  Absalon  Gordillo  Diaz,  who  served  as 
commander  of  a police  post  near  the  massacre  site,  and  charged  him  with 
illegal  weapons  possession  and  allowing  local  residents  to  carry  illegal 
guns. 

"He  issued  instructions  to  his  subordinates  not  to  seize  firearms  which 
civilian  groups  flagrantly  had  in  their  possession"  in  villages  near 
Acteal,  the  attorney  general's  office  said  in  a press  statement. 

State  police  were  posted  near  the  village,  but  claimed  not  to  have  heard 
or  seen  anything  unusual  during  the  massacre. 

Roberto  Arcos  Jimenez,  a former  state  prosecutor,  was  arrested  on  charges 
of  not  having  investigated  the  pro-government  armed  groups. 

Federal  officials  deny  such  groups  received  support  or  weapons  from  the 
government,  but  critics  say  they  were  long  tolerated  and  encouraged  as  a 
counterbalance  to  the  leftists  Zapatista  rebels  active  in  the  state. 

The  Zapatistas  staged  a brief  armed  uprising  in  January  1994,  demanding 
more  rights  for  Indians. 

Federal  prosecutors  have  arrested  about  126  people  in  the  Acteal  massacre, 
including  state  police  officers  and  a soldier  accused  of  helping  the  gunmen. 

In  a separate  case  in  Chiapas,  police  have  arrested  a ranch  owner  who 
allegedly  paid  his  employees  $100  each  to  hack  to  death  three  adults  and  a 
4-year-old  child  Tuesday  because  he  thought  they  had  stolen  two  rifles, 
prosecutors  said  Friday. 

Three  other  suspects,  including  a Honduran  man,  were  also  arrested  in  the 
killings  at  the  ranch,  45  miles  west  of  San  Cristobal,  the  government  news 
agency  Notimex  reported.  All  were  charged  with  homicide,  and  could  face 
sentences  of  up  to  50  years  in  prison  if  convicted. 

Copyright  1999  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may 
not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten,  or  redistributed. 
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RE:  Dead  Pawn 


Date:  Thu,  14  lan  1999  16:11:47  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Dead  Pawn 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Dead  Pawn 

What  is  the  price  of  caring  for  your  children,  this  came  to  me 
when  I returned  home.  There  was  mom  sitting  at  the  table  drinking 
coffee  with  a far  away  look  in  her  eyes..  It  was  Saturday,  town  day, 
for  those  on  the  Rez,  the  time  you  get  up  early  and  get  on  your  good 
clothes,  the  sheep  are  fed  out  of  the  closely  guarded  bales  of  hay 
saved  for  days  like  this.  They  will  be  penned  for  the  day.  Grandma  is 
dressed,  long  skirt  and  velveteen  blouse,  the  truck  is  checked,  all  are 
fed.  The  old  couple  get  in  the  front,  the  rest  of  us  crawl  in  the  back 
in  the  bed  and  settle  in  for  the  ride.  We  see  many  others  on  the  road, 
there  is  food  to  buy,  car  parts  needed,  twine,  rope,  animal  medicine 
and  goodies  for  the  kids,  a chance  to  eat  out,  maybe  a movie  and  to  see 
old  friends. 

It  was  a good  day.  We  travelled  on  to  town,  there  was  a stop  at 
the  Navajo  Shopping  Center,  the  old  folks  like  this  place  it  is  like 
old  time  trading  posts.  My  mother  gets  up  and  crawls  out  of  the  back  of 
the  pickup,  she  has  been  quiet  during  our  ride.  I follow  her  into  the 
store,  she  looks  at  the  many  colored  Pendleton  shawls,  and  stops  at  the 
counter  to  get  a money  order.  We  wander  around  and  slowly  there  is  the 
back  of  the  store.  Many  are  here,  it  is  crowded.  This  is  where  our 
people  pawn  our  hard  goods,  silver  jewelry,  turquoise,  jaclo,  concho 
belts.  It  is  accepted  as  a way  of  life  to  do  this,  every  family  has 
hard  goods,  they  are  hidden  away  like  money  in  a bank.  The  family 
heirlooms,  the  treasure  of  each  family.  A question,  are  you  going  to 
pawn  something,  it  is  not  necessary  there  is  enough  money  for  today. 

She  walks  away  looking  at  all  the  dead  pawn  in  the  cases  there. 

Looking,  there  is  a bracelet  made  many  years  ago  at  a time  when  I 
was  young,  I had  worked  in  a curios  shop  in  Tucson,  I was  able  to  find 
some  Morenci,  a brilliant  blue  turquoise,  hard  and  choice,  it  was  good 
stone.  I had  thought  for  a long  time  about  a design,  using  what  is 
called  No.  1 triangle  wire,  sterling  silver,  it  became  a large  heavy 
bracelet  favored  by  the  old  people.  It  was  not  an  ordinary  one  for  sale 

to  tourists  but  made  for  my  children  and  their  children.  I had  brought 

it  home  and  showed  my  father,  he  put  it  on  and  wore  it  around  the  house 
all  day.  Let  me  take  care  of  it  for  you  son,  when  you  want  it  back 
just  tell  me  it  will  be  yours.  So  it  was  left,  when  he  passed  away  it 
remained  at  home. 

There  it  was  in  the  case.  There  were  many  there,  those  dead 
pawn.  Where  is  the  counter  person,  an  old  man  comes.  That  bracelet,  is 

it  really  dead?  Oh  yes,  it  is,  do  you  want  to  look  at  it.  My  hands 

held  it,  there  is  the  mark,  my  initials,  the  scratch  from  dropping  it 
while  polished,  the  edges  softened  by  my  father  wearing  it  on  town  day 
for  many  years.  Can  this  be  redeemed,  the  old  man  changed  his  smile, 
no,  it's  too  late,  but  you  can  buy  it  back.  Turning  it  over,  there  it 
is  a price  more  that  can  be  afforded.  The  price  is  too  high,  it  goes 
back  in  the  case. 

After  a while  when  we  got  home  that  evening  after  a long  day,  I 
asked  my  mother,  why.  She  looked  at  me  and  said  while  you  were  away, 
things  have  been  tough,  your  brother  needed  help.  I gave  it  to  him  to 
get  money,  it  seems  that  there  was  never  enough  to  pay  the  interest,  so 
now  it  is  gone.  What  about  him,  I asked,  she  told  me  he  was  having 
trouble  with  a job,  but  the  party  life  and  drinking  in  Albuquerque  at 
the  Midnight  Rodeo  had  taken  it's  toll.  She  said,  what  am  I to  do,  if 
you  need  help  I must  try.  What  about  the  rest  of  the  hard  goods,  she 
wouldn't  look  at  me.  She  quietly  said,  they  are  gone  too. 

Somewhere  they  are,  in  some  store,  in  some  closet,  in  some 
drawer,  these  things  that  are  no  longer  ours.  They  have  been  sold,  but 
the  value  is  not  in  the  material,  but  at  the  cost  of  a mother  caring 
for  a lost  child.  I wanted  to  get  angry,  to  shout,  to  yell,  but  there 


was  nothing  to  say.  I told  her  it  will  be  o.k.  I am  a silversmith. 

Mom,  I can  make  more. 

Oh,  the  price  of  caring  and  foolish  children. 

Surf  Usenet  at  home,  on  the  road,  and  by  email  --  always  at  Talkway. 
http://www.talkway.com 

"RE : Need  for  Different  Aboriginal  Justice"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Jan  1999  00:00:40  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Alberta  judge  "acknowledges  past  injustices"... 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
ALTA.  MAVERICK  JUDGE  CHAMPIONS  NEED  FOR  DIFFERENT  ABORIGINAL  JUSTICE 
Canadian  Press,  January  15,  1998,  by  Reg  Curren 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

CALGARY  (CP)  - A maverick  Alberta  judge  who's  embroiled  in  a legal  battle 
with  his  boss  has  issued  another  broadside  at  the  way  courts  deal  with 
aboriginals.  On  Thursday,  John  Reilly  issued  a manslaughter  sentence  he 
said  was  affected  by  the  fact  the  offender,  Mark  Poucette,  was  a member  of 
the  Stoney  First  Nation  about  70  kilometres  west  of  Calgary.  Poucette,  19, 
was  convicted  in  the  stabbing  of  Larry  Labelle.  Poucette  had  lived  with 
Labelle's  family  for  most  of  his  life  and  considered  Labelle  a brother. 

Reilly  gave  Poucette  a one-year  sentence,  despite  a request  from  the 
Crown  for  penitentiary  time  in  the  range  of  five  years.  "Were  I not  bound 
by  the  Alberta  Court  of  Appeal,  I would  find  a fit  sentence  to  be  six 
months  imprisonment  and  two  years  probation,"  Reilly  wrote  in  his  17-page 
decision.  "This  would  reflect  the  fact  that  the  accused  is  an  aboriginal 
and  that  past  injustices  have  contributed  to  his  commission  of  this 
offence. " 

Reilly  came  under  fire  last  year  for  several  rulings  in  cases  involving 
residents  of  the  Stoney  reserve.  He's  now  fighting  a decision  by  Ed 
Wachowich,  chief  judge  of  the  provincial  court,  to  transfer  him  to  Calgary. 
Reilly  argues  it  amounts  to  punishment  for  his  controversial  decisions  on 
aboriginal  sentences. 

Reilly  said  a lighter  sentence  would  "contribute  to  respect  for  the  law 
by  aboriginal  people"  because  it  would  be  seen  as  an  acknowledgment  of  past 
injustices . 

But  in  another  case  handled  by  Reilly,  where  he  attempted  to  impose  a 
reduced  sentence  for  spousal  abuse,  the  Alberta  Court  of  Appeal  ruled 
aboriginals  couldn't  be  sentenced  differently  from  non-aboriginals. 

Reilly  has  argued  that  Section  718.2  (e)  of  the  Criminal  Code  urges 
judges  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  aboriginal  people  when  issuing 
sentences.  "In  my  effort  to  understand  the  community  at  Morley,  I have  come 
to  believe  the  crime  rate  is  a result  of  the  dysfunction  in  the  community, 
that  the  dysfunction  is  a result  of  the  history  of  how  these  people  have 
been  treated  by  the  government  of  Canada,"  Reilly  wrote.  "Justice  demands 
that  these  factors  be  acknowledged  and  considered  in  the  treatment  of 
aboriginal  offenders." 

Reilly  lists  several  historical  factors  that  should  be  considered  in 
aboriginal  sentences,  including  assimilation  policies  and  colonialism,  the 
Indian  Act,  residential  schools,  treaties  and  religious  persecution.  "I  am 
sure  that  when  the  young  people  at  Morley  reflect  on  the  negative  aspects 
of  their  lives,  the  conversations  about  the  unfairness  of  the  past 
treatment  and  the  ongoing  indifference  of  the  non-aboriginal  community  is  a 
contributing  factor  to  the  anger  which  so  frequently  erupts  in  the  form  of 
violent  crime,"  said  Reilly. 

Reilly  first  came  to  prominence  when  he  ordered  the  province  to 
investigate  social  conditions  and  allegations  of  political  corruption  on 
the  Stoney  reserve. 

His  call  for  the  probe  recently  led  to  forensic  auditors  handing  over  43 
files  to  the  RCMP  for  possible  criminal  charges. 


Wachowich,  in  a letter  to  Reilly,  called  his  judgments  "atrocious"  and  an 
"embarrassment"  to  the  court.  He  suggested  Reilly  had  an  obsession  with  the 
problems  at  Morley  and  that  he  had  lost  his  objectivity  in  dealing  with 
cases  involving  aboriginals.  The  lawyer  representing  Wachowich  was  in  Court 
of  Queens  Bench  on  Thursday,  seeking  permission  to  enter  new  evidence. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : Alert  in  Bear  Lincoln  Case"  

Date:  Tue,  12  lan  1999  00:36:53  -0800 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Sub j : Alert  in  Bear  Lincoln  case 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  to  supporters  of  justice  for  Bear  Lincoln: 

Looks  like  bad  news  is  about  to  break  in  the  Lincoln  case.  It  appears  to 
me  the  Attorney  General's  office  is  going  to  take  it  away  from  Mendocino 
County's  newly  elected  D.A.,  Norm  Vroman.  If  so,  it  will  be  revealed  at  a 
court  hearing  Friday,  Ian.  15  at  9 a.m,  in  Ukiah,  California  at  which 
Vroman  will  make  his  first  appearance  in  the  case.  The  purpose  for  the 
hearing  was  supposed  to  be  to  either  set  a retrial  date  or  for  Vroman  to 
dismiss  the  case. 

Bear,  a tribal  resident  of  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  near 
Covelo,  was  acquitted  in  September  1997  of  murder  in  the  1995  death  of 
Mendocino  deputy  sheriff  Bob  Davis.  But  the  jury  was  split  10-2  in  favor  of 
acquittal  on  the  lesser  charge  of  manslaughter.  On  the  eve  of  her  campaign 
for  reelection,  then-DA  Susan  Massini  announced  she  had  decided  to  retry 
Bear  for  the  manslaughter  charge.  The  retrial  date  was  postponed  twice, 
conveniently  ending  up  after  the  election,  this  month.  Massini  lost  to 
challenger  Norman  Vroman,  who  stated  during  the  campaign  that  unless  there 
was  strong  evidence  in  the  case  that  he  was  unaware  of,  based  on  the  10-2 
vote  for  acquittal  he  would  dismiss  the  case  against  Lincoln. 

But  in  December  Massini  revealed  in  court  that  she  had  referred  the 
case  to  the  state  Attorney  General's  office,  asking  it  to  take  over  the 
prosecution.  She  alleged  that  Vroman  had  made  an  unconditional  campaign 
promise  not  to  retry  Lincoln  if  elected,  and  therefore  he  was  biased  and 
not  qualified  to  decide  whether  to  prosecute.  Vroman  said  he  never  made  an 
unqualified  promise,  and  said  that  if  elected  he  would  look  at  the  file 
before  deciding.  But  after  he  won  the  election,  he  said  in  December  that 
Massini  had  sent  the  file  off  to  the  A.G.,  and  he  hadn't  been  able  to  see 
it.  Massini  denied  this  to  me,  saying  the  file  was  in  her  office  where  it 
had  always  been,  and  that  Vroman  could  see  it  if  he  wanted  to. 

But  today  Vroman  told  me  the  Lincoln  case  file  is  indeed  in  the  hands  of 
the  A.G.'s  office  in  San  Francisco,  and  he  still  hasn't  been  able  to  see 
it.  He  said  he  just  spoke  to  the  Deputy  A.G.  who's  handling  the  case,  and 
Vroman  won't  see  the  file  until  Friday,  when  the  Dep.  A.G.  brings  it  with 
him  to  Ukiah.  I observed  that  made  it  hard  for  him  to  deal  with  the 
hearing,  and  he  replied,  "It  makes  it  impossible."  He  said  the  A.G.'s 
office  has  had  the  file  since  November  15,  because  he  found  the  cover 
letter  from  Massini  to  the  A.G.  giving  that  date. 

Massini  told  me  then  that  the  file  was  right  in  her  office,  where  it 
always  had  been,  and  that  it  was  available  for  Vroman  to  see.  I've  phoned 
the  Dep.  A.G.  handling  the  case,  and  am  waiting  for  a call  back.  I'll 
definitely  pursue  it  Tuesday.  It  looks  like  ex-D.A.  Massini,  ex-Sheriff 
3im  Tuso  and  ex-A.G.  Dan  Lungren  have  plotted  to  snatch  the  case  from  the 
jaws  of  justice.  Even  though  all  three  are  dead  ducks  now,  their  evil 
ghosts  are  still  haunting  Bear  Lincoln. 

If  the  A.G.'s  office  were  not  planning  to  take  the  case  away  from  Vroman, 
it  seems  to  me  they  would  have  returned  the  file  to  him  by  now  so  he  could 


prepare  for  Friday's  hearing,  and  they  certainly  wouldn't  tell  him  they're 
going  to  keep  the  file  from  him  until  the  day  of  the  hearing.  The  A.G.  has 
the  duty  and  power  under  the  California  Constitution  to  supervise  the 
actions  of  all  D.A.s  and  sheriffs  in  the  state,  and  to  step  in  and 
prosecute  any  case  where  he  feels  the  law  is  not  being  adequately  enforced. 

There  has  been  a major  organizing  campaign  going  on  in  the  Bay  Area  to  get 
people  to  travel  to  Ukiah  to  attend  the  hearing.  This  is  even  before  the  AG 
stepping  in,  which  hasn't  broken  yet.  I received  a mailing  last  week  from 
the  National  People's  Campaign  which  included  a handwritten  letter  from 
Bear  and  a flyer  with  Bear's  photo  on  it  urging  people  to  "Come  to  Ukiah  to 
support  Bear  Lincoln.  Tell  the  new  D.A.  to  keep  his  promise:  drop  the 
charges  now!"  This  comes  from  the  National  People's  Campaign  on  Mission  St. 
in  S.F.,  which  shares  a web  site  with  International  Action  Center,  a 
national  organization  based  in  New  York  and  headed  by  Ramsey  Clark,  former 
U.S.  Atty.  General  under  Carter,  now  one  of  Leonard  Peltier's  attorneys. 

The  website  is  http://www.iacenter.org 

Please  help  get  the  word  out  for  people  to  come  to  Ukiah  for  the  Friday 
hearing  to  support  justice  for  Bear.  This  case  has  been  going  on  for  almost 
four  years  now,  and  it's  time  to  lay  it  to  rest. 

People  may  want  to  contact  new  Atty.  General  Bill  Lockyer  in  Sacramento 
to  let  him  know  his  office  is  apparently  being  used  in  a last  desperate 
attempt  to  obstruct  justice  by  three  dead  ducks.  1300  I Street,  Sacramento, 
CA  95814,  Phone:  (916)  445-9555,  Fax:  (916)  324-5205 

For  a full  background  on  the  Bear  Lincoln  case,  please  go  to 
http: //www. monitor . net /monitor/rv/rv- background . html 

Then  watch  the  Albion  Monitor  for  the  latest  developments  at 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

For  more  information  call  the  Mendocino  Environmental  Center  in  Ukiah  at 
707-468-1660 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Correction"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Ian  1999  17:56:34  -0800 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  correction;  juror  letter 

UUCP  email 

The  corrected  time  for  the  court  hearing  in  the  Bear  Lincoln  case  is  1:30 
pm,  Friday,  January  15,  before  Dudge  John  Golden.  There  will  be  a support 
rally  in  front  of  the  Mendocino  County  Courthouse  in  Ukiah  at  noon. 
Supporters  are  urged  to  attend  the  rally  and  hearing. 

A representative  of  the  California  Attorney  General's  office  confirmed 
that  he  will  travel  to  Ukiah  from  San  Francisco  for  the  hearing.  This  is 
bad  news  for  Lincoln  because  it  very  likely  indicates  that  instead  of  the 
charges  being  dismissed,  the  A.G.  will  take  over  the  case  from  new 
Mendocino  D.A.  Norm  Vroman. 

The  A.G.  takeover  was  instigated  by  defeated  ex-D.A.  Susan  Massini 
immediately  after  she  lost  the  November  election.  It  was  her  last  ditch 
effort  to  obstruct  justice  by  trying  to  scapegoat  Bear  Lincoln  for  the 
death  of  deputy  sheriff  Bob  Davis. 

Please  read  the  following  letter  to  new  California  A.G.  Bill  Lockyer  from 
Lincoln  juror  lane  Dymond  urging  Lockyer  not  to  retry  Lincoln.  She  has 
given  permission  to  share  her  letter  with  others,  and  urges  people  to  join 
her  in  writing  Lockyer. 

For  a full  background  on  the  Bear  Lincoln  case,  please  go  to 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor/rv/rv-background . html 


Then  watch  the  Albion  Monitor  for  the  latest  developments  at 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor 


For  more  information  call  the  Mendocino  Environmental  Center  in  Ukiah  at 
707-468-1660 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

lane  Dymond 

(address  deleted  here) 

Fort  Bragg,  CA 

January  12,  1999 


Bill  Lockyer,  Attorney  General 
1300  I Street 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
(Faxed  to  916-324-5205) 

RE:  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  trial 

Dear  Mr.  Lockyer, 

I understand  that  former  Mendocino  County  District  Attorney  Susan  Massini 
has  passed  the  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  file  on  to  your  office  for  possible 
prosecution.  She  is  clearly  using  your  office  in  a last  desperate  attempt 
to  obstruct  justice. 

Ms.  Massini' s stated  reason  for  her  action  is  that  her  successful  opponent 
(Norman  Vroman)  in  the  November  election  for  District  Attorney,  made 
"unqualified  campaign  promises"  to  not  retry  Mr.  Lincoln.  I believe  that 
Ms.  Massini' s allegation  is  false;  what  I personally  heard  Mr.  Vroman  say 
during  campaign  appearances  was  that  he  would  review  the  case  file  and 
decide  whether  to  go  ahead  with  a retrial.  His  "promise"  was  that  he  would 
not  automatically  go  ahead  with  a manslaughter  trial,  but  would  instead 
review  the  file  and  see  if  there  is  any  new  evidence  that  would  call  for  a 
new  trial. 

As  one  of  the  jurors  in  this  case,  I am  writing  to  request  that  you  do  not 
waste  further  time  or  money  prosecuting  Mr.  Lincoln.  Ms.  Massini' s request 
to  you  is  motivated  by  county  politics,  not  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  In 
fact,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  interest  of  justice  to  retry  Mr.  Lincoln. 
The  jury  unanimously  acquitted  Mr.  Lincoln  of  all  murder  and  attempted 
murder  charges,  and  voted  10-2  to  acquit  Mr.  Lincoln  of  the  manslaughter 
charges.  The  two  jurors  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  manslaughter  charges  did 
so  based  not  on  evidence  but  instead  on  the  belief  that  a sheriff's  deputy 
died  and  someone  needed  to  be  held  accountable. 

In  addition  to  the  lack  of  evidence,  the  prime  prosecution  witness  changed 
his  story  several  times  and  was  caught  in  falsehoods  on  the  witness  stand; 
his  final  version  of  the  events  of  the  evening  contradicts  the  physical 
evidence  that  exists  in  the  case.  Another  law  enforcement  prosecution 
witness  was  also  caught  lying  during  his  testimony.  Other  testimony 
describing  the  collection  of  evidence  at  the  scene  showed  that  process  to 
be  slipshod,  careless,  and  woefully  lacking  in  thoroughness  and 
professionalism. 

Our  jury  proved  that  our  justice  system  works  - a defendant  is  indeed 
innocent  until  proven  guilty.  Ms.  Massini 's  request  to  you  is  purely 
political;  continued  prosecution  will  be  a further  waste  of  time  and  money 
in  this  matter.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 
lane  Dymond 


"RE : Federal  Court  Quashes  Sinixt  Deportation 

Date:  Sun,  17  lan  1999  19:59:21  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Sub j : Federal  Court  quashes  Sinixt  deportation 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
JUDGES  QUASH  ABORIGINAL  DEPORTATION 

Victoria  Times  Colonist,  January  15,  1998  by  Janice  Tibbets 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Ottawa  - The  Federal  Court  of  Appeal  in  a significant  ruling  that  takes 
seriously  a claim  that  the  US-Canada  border  doesn't  exist  for  aboriginals, 
has  quashed  the  deportation  of  an  American  Indian  convicted  of  growing 
marijuana.  The  court  ordered  a new  deportation  hearing  for  BC  resident 
Robert  Watt,  a member  of  a US  band  whose  traditional  territory  straddles 
the  BC-Washington  border.  Justice  Barry  Strayer  and  two  other  judges 
overturned  a 1994  ruling  of  the  Federal  Court,  which  had  agreed  with  a 
federal  adjudicator  that  immigration  laws  extinguish  many  aboriginal  rights 
that  Watt  may  have  to  remain  in  Canada. 

Watt  is  neither  a Canadian  citizen  nor  a registered  Indian  here  but  he 
maintains  he  has  a right  to  stay  in  Canada  to  protect  his  tribe's  burial 
ground  in  the  BC  Interior.  The  decision,  released  this  week,  is  the  latest 
of  several  court  victories  for  aboriginals.  It  follows  an  October  1998 
ruling  by  the  same  court  that  leaned  toward  opening  up  the  Canada-US  border 
for  Mohawks  by  confirming  their  right  to  bring  in  and  trade  US  goods, 
including  cigarettes,  without  paying  duty.  "The  trend  has  been  in  favour  of 
the  Indians,"  said  Vancouver  lawyer  Stan  Guenther,  who  intervened  in  the 
Watt  case  on  behalf  of  several  US  and  Canadian  bands. 

The  decision  concluded  that  in  recent  years,  the  courts,  particularly  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  have  been  reluctant  to  strike  down  aboriginal 
rights  unless  there  is  a clear  statement  that  the  government  purposely 
intended  to  extinguish  the  right  in  question.  A case  in  point  was  the 
Supreme  Court's  enormous  Delgamuukw  decision,  which  dramatically  increased 
the  power  of  aboriginal  bands  by  strengthening  two  BC  bands'  claim  to 
traditional  lands  for  which  no  treaties  were  ever  signed. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
For  further  info,  contact: 

The  Sinixt  Nation 
Gr.  16  C-2 
Winlaw  "BC"  VOG  210 
Email:  amt@teleport.com 

For  more  information  on  the  Delgamuukw  decision 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/gitksan . html 
Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : Jones  William  Ignace,  aka  Wolverine"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Jan  1999  08:48:42  -0500  (EST) 

From:  samiam@relaymail.net 

Sub j : Jones  William  Ignace,  aka  "Wolverine" 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Gary; 

The  following  article  appeared  on  page  A-7  of  The  Globe  and  Mail  (Toronto) 
this  morning.  I send  it  to  you  because  I know  it  is  of  interest  to  your 
readers : 

"Native  activist  granted  parole. 

VANCOUVER.  The  native  activist  central  to  an  armed  standoff  that  pitted 
400  Mounties  against  aboriginals  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995  has  been 
granted  full  parole.  He  will  be  released  from  jail  later  this  month. 

Jones  William  Ignace,  also  known  as  Wolverine,  was  granted  parole  as  a 


result  of  a hearing  earlier  this  week  that  wrote  a new  chapter  in  a drama 
marked  by  the  largest  police  operation  in  B.C.  history. 

Two  members  of  the  National  Parole  Board  agreed  to  Mr.  Ignace's  release. 

He  will  live  in  an  undisclosed  residence  and  be  monitored  by  a parole 
officer. 

His  release  comes,  in  line  with  regulations,  after  serving  one-third  of 
his  sentence.  Mr.  Ignace  was  sentenced  in  Duly  of  1997  to  four  years  in 
jail  for  mischief  endangering  life.  CP" 

Carolyne  Lain. 

Open  minds  and  hearts  are  wings  on  which  the  spirit  flies.  Without  them  the 
spirit  is  captive,  withers,  and  dies.  May  the  winds  of  life  keep  your 
spirit  flying. 

Four  things  a man  must  learn  to  do 
If  he  would  make  his  record  true; 

To  think  without  confusion  clearly. 

To  love  his  fellow  man  sincerely. 

To  act  from  highest  methods  purely. 

To  trust  in  God  and  heaven  securely. 

— "RE:  Wolverine  to  be  Released"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Dan  1999  18:58:42  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Parole  Granted!  Wolverine  to  be  released 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PUBLIC  PRESSURE  PERSUADES  BC  PAROLE  BOARD  TO  FREE  WOLVERINE! 

Danuary  13,  1998 
Vancouver,  BC 

Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  is  reporting  that  Wolverine,  the  67  year  old 
Shuswap  traditionalist  being  held  as  a political  prisoner  by  the  BC  and 
Canadian  authorities,  has  been  granted  parole.  Wolverine,  aka  William 
Dones  Ignace  was  sentenced  to  eight  and  a half  years  for  his  part  in  an 
armed  defence  of  sacred,  unceded  Shuswap  burial  and  Sundance  grounds, 
after  a local  rancher  attempted  to  evict  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  near 
the  BC  Interior  town  of  100  Mile  House  in  the  summer  of  1995. 

The  BC  and  Canadian  authorities  responded  by  mounting  the  largest 
paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history,  against  the  defiant  resistors. 
The  ensuing  coverup  of  the  massive  force  employed,  the  role  of  provincial 
and  federal  politicians,  and  the  outrageous  and  grotesque  legal 
proceedings  that  followed,  have  led  to  a growing  call  domestically  and 
internationally  for  a full  and  open  public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects  of 
the  Gustafsen  Lake  matter. 

Spokespersons  with  the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  and  Free  the  Wolverine 
Campaign,  attributed  the  granting  of  parole  to  the  mounting  pressure  for 
the  public  inquiry  and  the  hope  that  freeing  Wolverine  might  help  to 
diffuse  this  pressure.  Wolverine  will  likely  be  released  in  8 - 10  days. 

MANY  THANKS  TO  ALL  FOR  CONTINUING  SUPPORT  OF  WOLVERINE,  THE  TS'PETEN 
DEFENDERS  AND  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGNTY!  PLEASE  CONTINUE  TO  MAINTAIN  PRESSURE 
FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  BY  SIGNING  THE  ONLINE  PETITION: 

http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/ ~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 

Letters  of  support  can  be  emailed  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>.  Solidarity 
greeting  and  congratulations  to  Wolverine  will  be  forwarded. 

"For  every  one  that  goes  down  ten  more  will  rise  up" 

- Wolverine,  Gustafsen  Lake  1995 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
"RE:  Mainstream  Reports  on  Wolverine's  Parole"  


Date:  Sun,  17  lan  1999  00:00:14  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Mainstream  reports  on  Wolverine's  parole 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

1.  CP  on  Wolverine  parole 

2.  Province  disinformation  re:  Wolverine 

[SISIS  note:  The  following  articles  are  filled  with  misinformation  and 
outright  lies.  There  were  in  fact  more  than  500  mounties  at  Gustafsen  Lake 
as  well  as  Canadian  Forces  personnel  and  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers. 

Ignace  was  sentenced  to  8 1/2  years.  There  was  no  "native  truck  filled  with 
explosives,"  as  the  Province  claims,  only  a truck  that  ran  over  an  RCMP 
land  mine,  styled  as  an  "early  warning  device,"  then  was  slammed  into  by  a 
16  ton  armoured  personnel  carrier  in  a pre-planned  ambush.  According  to  the 
trial  disclosures,  the  police  fire  vastly  exceeded  20,000  rounds,  and  may 
have  been  as  high  as  77,000  rounds.  During  the  standoff,  the  BC  mainstream 
media  was  an  enthusiastic  participant  in  the  now  well-documented  "smear  and 
disinformation"  campaign  orchestrated  by  the  authorities,  and  apparently 
they  continue  to  fill  this  role.] 


GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  ACTIVIST  WINS  PAROLE 
Canadian  Press,  January  15,  1998  by  Ian  Bailey 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  The  native  activist  central  to  an  armed  standoff  that 
pitted  400  Mounties  against  aboriginals  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995  has  been 
granted  full  parole.  Fie  will  be  released  from  jail  this  month.  Jones 
William  Ignace,  also  known  as  Wolverine,  was  granted  parole  as  a result  of 
a hearing  earlier  this  week  that  wrote  a new  chapter  in  a drama  marked  by 
the  largest  police  operation  in  British  Columbia  history.  Two  members  of 
the  National  Parole  Board  agreed  to  Ignace' s release.  He  will  live  in  an 
undisclosed  residence.  He  will  be  monitored  by  a parole  officer.  His 
release  comes,  in  line  with  regulations,  after  serving  one-third  of  his 
sentence . 

Ignace  was  sentenced  in  July  1997  to  four  years  in  jail  for  mischief 
endangering  life.  The  Crown  had  sought  a sentence  of  up  to  23  years  for 
Ignace  role  in  the  standoff.  The  67-year-old  Shuswap  elder  will  not  likely 
be  released  from  the  Elbow  Lake  institution  in  Agassi,  about  80  kilometres 
east  of  Vancouver,  until  the  end  of  the  month. 

Reasons  for  the  parole  will  not  be  released  for  several  days.  However, 
Evelyn  Blair  - acting  regional  director  for  the  parole  board  - said  that 
the  obligation  to  protect  society  usually  looms  large  in  deliberations  on 
such  release.  "What  they're  looking  at  is  (whether)  this  person  is  a risk 
if  he  is  released  into  the  community,"  said  Blair. 

The  31-day  standoff  began  with  a dispute  over  occupation  of  a piece  of 
private  ranchland  in  B.Cs  Cariboo  country,  about  450  kilometres  northeast 
of  Vancouver.  A group  of  aboriginals  and  their  supporters  claimed  the  site 
was  for  sacred  ceremonies.  In  the  summer  of  1995,  ranch  owner  Lyle  James 
tried  to  evict  the  group. 

RCMP  moved  in,  sparking  a police  operation  costing  $5.5  million  that 
involved  400  officers  and  several  armed  personnel  vehicles.  The  Mounties 
sealed  off  the  camp  after  shots  were  fired.  Police  eventually  fired  20,000 
rounds  of  ammunition. 

But  the  seige  ended  peacefully.  Only  one  person  was  hurt. 

Four  others  accused  in  the  standoff  were  convicted  of  mischief 
endangering  life  and  weapons  charges  on  May  20,  1997.  Others  were  convicted 
on  lesser  offences.  Two  months  later  on  July  30,  1997,  13  of  15  people 
including  Ignace  were  found  guilty  of  various  offences  and  sentenced.  Two 
were  acquitted  of  attempted  murder. 


GUSTAFSEN  REBEL  LEADER  GRANTED  A FULL  PAROLE 

The  Province,  January  14,  1999  Page  A7  by  Salim  Jiwa 

The  native  rebel  who  led  an  armed  standoff  against  400  Mounties  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995  has  been  granted  full  parole.  National  Parole  Board 
officials  have  confirmed  that  the  release  of  Jones  William  Ignace  - a.k.a. 
Wolverine  --  was  voted  on  yesterday.  His  release  will  not  take  place  for  at 


least  two  days. 

Ignace  was  sentenced  in  Duly  1997,  nearly  two  years  after  the  31-day 
standoff  - the  longest  in  Canadian  history  between  natives  and  Mounties. 
Branded  the  mastermind  of  the  standoff,  he  was  sentenced  to  4 1/2  years  in 
prison  for  mischief  endangering  life.  That  time  comes  on  top  of  22  months 
he  had  already  spent  in  jail  before  the  trial  and  sentencing.  Four  others 
accused  in  the  standoff  were  convicted  of  mischief  endangering  life  and 
weapons  charges  on  May  20,  1997.  Others  were  found  guilty  of  lesser 
offences.  On  Duly  30,  1997,  13  of  15  people,  including  Ignace,  were  found 
guilty  of  various  offences  and  sentenced.  Two  were  acquitted  of  attempted 
murder . 

The  1995  standoff  resulted  from  a dispute  between  a rancher  and  members  of 
a native  band  over  ownership  of  land  near  Alkali  Lake.  During  the  incident, 
police  were  fired  on  and  Mounties  later  blew  up  a native  truck  filled  with 
explosives  - which  led  to  a shootout  in  which  RCMP  fired  20,000  rounds  of 
ammunition  and  the  natives  fired  some  150.  The  tense  standoff,  which  the 
RCMP  labelled  a terrorist  act,  ended  when  Mounties  began  preparing  for  a 
small  war  and  natives  began  leaving  the  blockade.  Parole  board  officials 
declined  to  release  written  reasons  for  the  parole  granted  Ignace,  who 
completed  one-third  of  his  sentence  yesterday.  They  are  expected  to  be  made 
public  within  two  days. 


For  more  information  on  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff,  please  see: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
To  support  the  call  for  a public  inquiry,  please  see: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
Or  write  to: 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  Dean  Chretien  - mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca 
BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  - mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca 
pleasecc:  sisis@envirolink. org 

"RE : Keep  Pressure  on  for  Gustafsen  Inquiry"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dan  1999  11:54:59  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Keep  pressure  on  for  Gustafsen  inquiry! 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
KEEP  THE  PRESSURE  ON  FOR  GUSTAFSEN  INQUIRY! 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Danuary  14,  1999 

As  we  celebrate  the  announcement  of  the  parole  & release  of  Shuswap  elder 
Wolverine,  who  has  been  imprisoned  since  September  1995  for  defending 
sacred  Sundance  grounds,  we  must  keep  the  pressure  on  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  siege  of  the  Ts'peten  Defenders. 

The  Vancouver  Island  District  Council  of  C.U.P.E.  B.C.  recently  joined 
other  labour  organizations  and  countless  other  groups  and  individuals  who 
have  pledged  their  support  for  an  independent,  impartial  inquiry.  We  urge 
any  of  you  who  have  not  yet  signed  on  to  do  so,  and  to  encourage  other 
groups  to  sign  on. 

For  more  information,  or  to  join  the  call  for  an  inquiry: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 


From:  Vancouver  Island  District  Council 
- C.U.P.E.  B.C. 

Nov.  27,  1998 
The  Honourable  Glen  Clark 
Premier  of  British  Columbia 
156  West  Annex 
Parliament  Buildings 
Victoria,  B.C.,  V8V  1X4 

Dear  Mr.  Premier: 


In  a letter  to  you  dated  August  26,  1998,  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public 


Employees,  Local  50  (City  of  Victoria  Outside  Workers)  called  for  a public 
inquiry  into  the  1995  federal  and  provincial  para-military  operation  near 
Gustafsen  Lake. 


Since  this  operation  took  place  against  occupants  of  the  Ts'peten  Sundance 
camp  which  is  situated  upon  unceded,  Shuswap  traditional  territory,  and  the 
legal  issues  of  indigenous  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Shuswap 
people  remained  unsettled,  the  Vancouver  Island  District  Council  of  CUPE, 
representing  thousands  of  workers  on  Vancouver  Island  and  the  Sunshine 
Coast  joins  the  call  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 

Holman  Louis 
Secretary 

CUPE  Vancouver  Island  District  Council 

cc:  Bill  Lightbown,  Ts'peten  Defense  Committee 

Phil  Fontaine,  Grand  Chief,  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Execution  Stayed  for  Randy  Reeves"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Han  1999  23:16:54  +0100 

From:  Celine  - CSIA/LPSG-France  <Celine. Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub j : Fwd  : Randy  Reeves  : execution  stayed  !!! 

The  following  good  news  were  forwarded  by  Linda  Lucasey,  Americans  Against 
Death  Penalty,  <linda-aadp@calva . net> . Randy  Reeves,  Omaha,  was  scheduled 
to  be  executed  on  January  14th  in  Nebraska. 


Jan.  12,  1999--- 
NEBRASKA: 

In  Lincoln,  the  Nebraska  Supreme  Court  on  Tuesday  stayed  the 
execution  of  a man  who  stabbed  two  women  to  death  in  a Quaker  meeting 
house.  Quaker  leaders  nationwide  had  pleaded  for  the  man's  life  to  be 
spared . 

Randolph  Reeves,  42,  an  American  Indian  adopted  by  a white  Quaker  family, 
was  scheduled  to  die  in  the  electric  chair  Thursday  morning.  The  court 
said  it  issued  the  stay  to  hear  an  appeal  filed  Monday  by  Reeves' 
attorney. 

Reeves  was  sentenced  to  death  in  1981  for  stabbing  Janet  Mesner  and 
Victoria  Lamm  inside  a Quaker  meeting  house.  Reeves,  who  was  drunk  and 
had  taken  drugs  and  the  night  of  the  murders,  has  said  he  does  not 
remember  the  crimes. 

The  Quakers  are  fundamentally  opposed  to  the  death  penalty,  and  clergy 
joined  the  victims'  families  Monday  to  ask  the  Nebraska  Board  of  Pardons 
to  grant  Reeves  a last-minute  clemency  hearing.  The  board  rejected  the 
emotional  pleas. 

The  appeal  claims  executing  Reeves  would  violate  a new  equal-protection 
clause  in  the  state  Constitution,  approved  by  voters  in  November. 

Paula  Hutchinson,  Reeves'  attorney,  claims  in  the  appeal  that  Indians  and 
blacks  combined  make  up  4 % of  Nebraska's  population  but  have  comprised 
6 of  the  20  death  row  inmates  --  30  % --  and  2 of  the  3 inmates 
executed  since  Nebraska  resumed  the  death  penalty  in  1994. 

(source:  Associated  Press) 

NEBRASKA: 

The  state  Pardons  Board  Monday  denied  Randy  Reeves  a clemency 
hearing  during  a dramatic  meeting  at  which  Gov.  Mike  Johanns  was 
barraged  with  criticism. 


lohanns,  in  his  5th  day  as  governor,  sided  with  Attorney  General  Don 
Stenberg  in  voting  to  refuse  Reeves  a hearing.  That  left  Secretary  of 
State  Scott  Moore  on  the  losing  end  of  a 2-1  vote. 

The  Pardons  Board  then  voted  3-0  to  deny  clemency  and  proceed  with 
Thursday's  scheduled  execution  of  Reeves,  who  was  sentenced  to  die  in  the 
electric  chair  for  the  1980  murders  of  Danet  Mesner  and  Victoria  Lamm  in 
Lincoln . 

"In  looking  at  this  case,  there  were  no  circumstances  under  which  I would 
grant  clemency,"  lohanns  said.  "There  is  a point  at  which  a case  of  this 
nature  comes  to  an  end.... The  board  does  not  serve  as  an  appellate 
process . " 

When  lohanns  announced  he  would  join  Stenberg  in  denying  a hearing, 

Audrey  Lamm,  the  21-year-old  daughter  of  one  of  Reeves'  victims,  burst 
into  tears  in  the  front  row.  She  and  her  father,  Gus,  came  to  Nebraska 
from  their  home  in  Oregon  to  publicly  plead  for  Reeves'  life. 

Shaking  her  head,  Audrey  Lamm  arose  to  speak  but  was  ruled  out  of  order 
by  the  governor. 

lohanns  made  his  announcement  after  the  board  was  informed  the  Board 
of  Parole  had  unanimously  recommended  that  Reeves  be  granted  a clemency 
hearing.  That  marked  the  1st  time  in  the  1990s  that  the  Parole  Board 
has  recommended  a clemency  hearing  before  a scheduled  execution,  said 
Paula  Hutchinson  of  Lincoln,  Reeves'  attorney. 

Moore,  who  visited  Reeves  at  the  state  penitentiary  earlier  in  the  day, 
asked  that  the  board  grant  some  time  for  reflection  by  waiting  until 
Wednesday  to  vote  on  the  application  for  clemency.  When  that  was  denied, 
Moore  requested  a 15-minute  recess  to  gather  his  thoughts  before  casting 
his  vote  on  the  clemency  motion. 

The  recess  opened  the  dike  on  the  pent-up  emotions  in  the  hearing  room, 
and  they  poured  down  on  lohanns  in  a torrent  of  biting  criticism.  One  by 
one,  supporters  of  clemency  arose  to  confront  the  new  governor. 

"Governor,  please  don't  do  this  to  my  mother.  Please,"  pleaded  Audrey 
Lamm,  the  1st  to  speak. 

"Wash  your  hands  of  it,"  Gus  Lamm  scolded  lohanns.  "It's  been  done 
before. " 

This  vote  is  "about  your  core  values  as  humans,  about  love  and 
compassion,"  he  said. 

Don  Reeves  of  Central  City,  father  of  the  condemned  man,  told  lohanns  he 
should  consider  "the  unfairness  of  the  system"  that  sends  some  murderers 
to  their  deaths  while  others  who  commit  comparably  heinous  crimes  are 
allowed  to  live. 

Frank  LaMere  of  South  Sioux  City,  a Winnebago  Indian,  spoke  of  American 
Indian  values  and  traditions  in  asking  Dohanns  to  spare  Reeves,  a member 
of  the  Omaha  tribe. 

"It  was  the  Omaha  people  who  first  consecrated  the  land  on  which  we  live 
and  grow,"  LaMere  said.  "Governor,  this  will  have  an  impact  on  Omaha 
children  and  their  children  and  the  children  of  their  children.  W e will 
talk  about  this  100  years  from  now." 

Execution  of  Reeves  would  "tear  open  (the)  wounds"  already  suffered  by 
the  family  members  of  his  victims  who  are  pleading  for  clemency,  LaMere 
said . 

Mildred  and  Kenneth  Mesner,  parents  of  Reeves'  other  victim  and 
supporters  of  clemency,  said  the  execution  would  bring  them  more  grief 
and  sorrow. 

lohanns  was  also  targeted  by  harsher  remarks  from  some  of  the  other 
people  in  the  hearing  room  at  the  Capitol.  "You're  vicious!"  someone 
shouted . 

Through  it  all,  the  governor  remained  silent. 

After  carefully  reviewing  the  record  of  the  case  over  the  weekend, 
lohanns  said,  he  concluded  all  the  issues  "were  addressed  or  could  have 
been  addressed  in  18  years  of  litigation"  since  Reeves'  conviction. 

But  the  Parole  Board  pointed  to  "some  inconsistencies"  contained  in  the 
pre-sentence  investigation  report  that  was  introduced  into  the  trial 
record . 

The  pre-sentence  investigation  report  was  "a  disgraceful  piece  of  work 
(which  was)  relied  on  by  the  sentencing  panel"  in  condemning  Reeves  to 


death,  Hutchinson  said.  It  contained  rumor,  innuendo  and  inaccurate 
statements  attributed  to  family  members  of  victims,  she  said. 

"They  have  a right  to  come  before  you  and  tell  you  what  they  truly 
believe,"  she  said.  "The  story  is  not  complete  in  this  case,  and  it 
won't  be  unless  you  grant  a hearing." 

Hutchinson  requested  that  a hearing  on  Reeves'  appeal  for  clemency  be 
held  Wednesday,  the  day  before  the  scheduled  execution. 

Lancaster  County  Attorney  Gary  Lacey,  who  prosecuted  Reeves,  said  it  was 
possible  to  prepare  arguments  against  clemency  in  that  time  frame  if  the 
board  narrowed  the  issues  under  consideration. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  I.  Kirk  Brown  told  the  board  that  Reeves  has 
had  14  opportunities  to  make  his  case  in  state  and  federal  courts  during 
the  past  18  years. 

Moore  said  the  board  had  a responsibility  to  grant  a hearing.  "Before  you 
make  a decision  in  which  the  state  takes  someone's  life,  a hearing  ought 
to  be  pro  forma,"  he  said. 

That  does  not  equate  to  a commitment  to  commute  the  sentence,  he 
stressed.  Nor  does  it  represent  opposition  to  the  death  penalty. 

"I'd  have  to  be  convinced  why  the  execution  should  not  take  place,"  he 
said.  "But  (Reeves)  ought  to  have  a chance  to  talk  me  out  of  it." 

With  lohanns  following  former  Gov.  Ben  Nelson's  stance  in  siding  with 
Stenberg  against  clemency  hearings  on  a death  sentence,  Moore  said,  he  is 
"frustrated  (by  the  likelihood)  that  there  will  not  be  a hearing  in  my 
lifetime  on  this  board." 

Stenberg  said  a hearing  would  "only  raise  false  expectations"  for 
clemency  in  a case  where  the  board  needs  no  further  information. 

"Committing  a heinous  crime  (does  not  give  the  murderer)  a right  to  a 
hearing,"  he  said. 

Stenberg  read  into  the  record  a letter  from  a sister  of  Victoria  Lamm, 
Brenda  Cheever,  urging  that  clemency  be  denied  to  Reeves. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  lohanns,  a Catholic,  was  asked  by  a reporter  whether 
denial  of  clemency  would  run  counter  to  the  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty  expressed  by  his  church. 

"There's  not  an  absolute  prohibition  from  the  Catholic  Church,"  the 
governor  said. 

Before  the  Pardons  Board  meeting,  Christy  Hargesheimer  of  Lincoln,  a 
member  of  Amnesty  International,  took  pink  roses  to  the  offices  of  each 
member  of  the  board  to  serve  as  symbols  of  "forgiveness  and  mercy." 

After  the  hearing,  Audrey  Lamm  sat  on  the  floor  in  the  hallway  outside 
the  governor's  office  and  wept. 

Gus  Lamm  said  he  and  his  daughter  will  return  to  Oregon  before  Thursday. 

"I  don't  think  I want  to  be  in  this  state,"  he  said. 

Don  Reeves  said  he  will  visit  his  son  in  prison  during  the  next  few  days 
"as  much  and  as  often  as  he  wants." 

"I  think  it's  fair  to  say  that  although  the  members  of  the  board  may  have 
been  fair  as  each  of  them  saw  it,  what  they  did  didn't  hurt  their 
political  careers  either,"  Reeves  said. 

(source:  Lincoln  Journal  Star) 

lan.  11,  1999--- 

The  following  is  forwarded  by  a member  of  Nebraskans  Against  the 
Death  Penalty: 

NEBRASKA: 

Dear  friends, 

I have  just  returned  from  the  meeting  of  the  State  Pardons  Board,  which 
again  refused  to  carry  out  its  function  by  denying  a hearing  for  Randy 
Reeves.  Sec.  of  State  Scott  Moore  argued  and  voted  for  a hearing,  although 
he  said  that  he  does  favor  the  death  penalty  as  an  appropriate  sentence  in 
this  case.  After  a brief  adjournment  they  returned  to  vote  unanimously  to 
carry  out  the  sentence  on  Thursday. 

There  was  a tremendous  crowd  of  people  listening  to  a speaker  in  the 
corridor  After  the  meeting,  people  flowed  into  the  hearing  room  and 
some  announced  their  intention  to  stay  sitting  there. 

We  will  hold  a silent  candlelight  vigil  tonight  at  6:30  in  front  of  the 


governor's  mansion.  Please  join  us  there.  Any  further  action  will  be 
decided  later  tonight. 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sat,  16  lan  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

This  was  forwarded  to  me: 

From:  Eric  <today@midwest . net> 

Subject:  Lakhota  Language 

Date:  Thu,  31  Dec  1998  16:43:02  -0600 

Gary  Night  Owl, 

The  last  time  I wrote  was  to  thank  you  for  publishing  an  address 
that  reunited  and  ironhouse  brother  with  his  son.  This  time  I am 
asking  for  help  - through  infomation.  My  husband,  Eric  Alexander, 
was  'confronted'  with  his  heritage  by  one  of  the  brothers  at  Turney 
Center.  Fie  decided  to  have  me  research  his  exact  roots  while  he 
studied  some  of  the  culture  and  spirituality  of  his  past.  Fie 
quickly  learned  that  he  has  always  followed  many  of  the  beliefs  of 
his  people.  Fie  currently  is  a student  of  the  Sacred  Circle.  Now  he 
would  like  to  learn  the  Lakhota  language.  The  problem  - my  income 
barely  pays  the  bills.  I thought  through  your  language  research,  you 
might  know  of  some  group  who  would  be  willing  to  send  him  materials 
free.  If  not,  perhaps  you  could  send  information  on  the  cheapest 
way  for  him  to  learn.  You  could  send  him  e-mail  here: 
today@midwest.net  BUT  I know  he  would  prefer  to  hear  from  you  - or 
whoever  could  help  him  - directly  at 
Eric  Alexander  279534 
T.C.I.P  Annex  B2-25 
Route  #1 

Only,  TN  37140-9709 

We  would  be  very  grateful  for  any  help  you  could  give. 


I don't  know  of  any  free  Lakota  language  teaching  materials,  and 
thought  maybe  if  someone  who  knew  the  language  wrote  to  him,  a 
little  informal  sharing  of  language  and  contact  with  Lakota 
traditions  might  be  possible, 
lanet 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OH"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Han  1999  20:45:21  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  90 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM.STHOHNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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DON'T  WORRY. 


WHY  shadow  the  beauty  of  sea  or  land 
With  a doubt  or  a fear? 

God  holds  all  the  swift-roiling  worlds  in  his  hand. 
And  sees  what  no  man  can  as  yet  understand.  -- 
That  out  of  life  here. 

With  its  smile  and  its  tear. 

Comes  forth  into  light,  from  Eternity  planned. 

The  sound  of  good  cheer. 

Don't  worry! 

The  end  shall  appear. 

-ELIZABETH  PORTER  GOULD  in  Good  News. 


FROM  THE  BERMUDAS. 


From  a private  letter  from  Mrs.  Pratt  to  her  children,  we  take  the 
liberty  of  snatching  a few  descriptions  which  we  are  sure  will  be  of 
interest  to  the  general  reader  and  of  special  interest  to  the  many 
friends  of  the  writer. 

She  says  in  part: 

I sit  by  an  open  window  this  bright  sunny  morning,  looking  out  upon  a 
garden  carpeted  with  green  grass  and  rendered  charming  by  a great 
variety  of  blooming  shrubs;  bushes  laden  with  roses;  an  orange  tree, 
bearing  a sour  orange,  beautiful  to  look  upon  but  bitter  to  taste;  a 
tall  lemon  tree  with  its  green,  satiny  leaves  glistening  in  the  sun  - 


all  making  a pretty  contrast  to  the  bare  and  heavy  branch  as  of  the 
Pride-of -India  tree,  shorn  of  its  beauty  at  this  season  of  the  year,  yet 
in  its  very  ugliness  being  suggestive  of  the  beauty  of  contrast;  and  a 
red  bird  flits  from  the  gracefully  bending  branches  of  the  Poncienna 
Reiga,  steadying  itself  upon  the  strong,  leafless  limb,  chirruping  up  to 
me  a greeting,  which  I like  to  interpret: 

"I  wish  you  a Happy  New  Year." 

And  then  my  thoughts  flit  from  this  sunny  land  to  one  where  the  chill 
of  winter  is  felt,  and  my  heart  breathes  a prayer  that  the  dear  ones 
there  may  indeed  have  a happy  New  Year. 

To  one  who  has  been  brought  up  in  a land  where  dear  old  Santa  Claus 
comes  in  his  great  fur  coat  with  reindeer  and  sleighbells,  while  the 
beautiful  snow  covers  all  the  ground,  trees  and  housetops,  with  the 
exciting  mystery  connected  with  the  hanging  up  of  our  stockings,  or  the 
beautiful  anticipations  of  the  Christmas  tree,  and  through  the  holiday 
week,  the  joys  of  "sledding"  and  skating,  when  all  these  associations 
have  been  so  woven  into  our  early  lives,  we  find  ourselves  uncertain 
about  the  fitness  of  Christmas  time  under  the  new  conditions  as  we 
experienced  them  a week  ago  - the  soft  balmy  air  greeting  us  from  our 
open  window,  the  breakfast  table  with  its  roses  just  gathered  from  the 
garden,  the  open  windows  and  doors  looking  out  upon  the  blue  waters,  of 
the  lovely  Hamilton  Harbor,  all  resplendent  in  the  morning  sunshine;  the 
greetings  from  our  friends  seemed  like  a joke,  and  in  spite  of  sunshine 
and  flowers  I became  quite  depressed  with  a feeling  of  homesickness,  and 
I could  not  shake  off  the  weight  of  it  all  day. 

We  walked  to  church  with  our  gentlemaly  host,  along  a mile  of  roadway 
bordered  by  tall  cedars,  hedges  of  oleander  bushes  almost  as  tall  as  the 
cedars;  both  cedars  and  oleanders  beautifully  effective  above  the  white 
stone  walls. 

On  one  side  we  had  glimpses  of  high  ground  up  which  winding  roadways 
lead  to  aristocratic  looking  residences,  all  white,  none  more  than  two 
stories  and  many  only  one,  but  with  broad  plazas  very  southern  in 
appearance. 

We  turned  to  the  other  side  and  had  lovely  peeps  of  the  ocean  through 
the  cedars,  and  soon  we  had  reached  the  oldest  Presbyterian  church  on 
this  island  and  said  to  be  the  oldest  on  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

We  sat  in  the  pew  of  President  Patton  of  Princeton  College,  and  where 
he  sat  as  a boy,  perhaps,  listening  as  we  did  to  the  story  from  Scottish 
lips  of  our  Saviour's  birth. 

The  minister  and  his  wife  have  since  called  upon  us  and  we  anticipate 
a pleasant  acquaintance. 


(Continued  on  the  Fourth  Page.) 
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Annie  Lewis,  who  is  at  Colora,  Md.,  sends  a subscription  for  a friend 
and  adds:  "I  am  getting  on  nicely.  When  I return  to  the  school  I want  a 
report  of  my  life  in  the  country  that  I will  not  be  ashamed  of." 

Josie  Morris  who  is  going  to  school  in  New  Jersey  would  have  us  know 

that  she  is  getting  on  well.  She  is  enjoying  excellent  health  and  is 
looking  forward  in  happy  anticipations  to  the  coming  of  Miss  Shaffner, 
who  is  expected  there  soon. 

A letter  from  Delia  Randall,  asking  for  change  of  address  on  HELPER, 

shows  that  she  is  going  to  the  Indian  School,  at  Lac  du  Flambeau,  but 

she  does  not  state  in  what  capacity.  Wonder  if  it  is  as  trained  nurse, 
for  she  is  a capable  one,  and  able  to  earn  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
dollars  a week  in  the  East. 

Willie  Hazlett,  who  is  now  at  Colony,  Oklahoma,  as  industrial  teacher 
in  the  Indian  school  there,  is  getting  along  nicely  and  wishes  to  be 
remembered  to  all  his  old  acquaintances  in  this  neighborhood. 

- [Montanian] 

Superintendent  Rovillus  R.  Rogers,  of  the  Jamestown  Schools,  N.Y.,  has 
sent  us  a list  of  120  HELPER  subscribers.  The  Jamestown  youth  have  been 
taking  the  HELPER  in  large  nubers  for  many  years,  and  are  keeping 
informed  on  the  doings  of  the  Indians  who  like  themselves  are  on  the 
rise.  Thanks  are  due  to  Superintendent  Rogers  for  his  thoughtful 
interest  on  our  behalf  as  well  as  for  his  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
the  youth  under  his  charge. 

A handsome  Souvenir,  in  brown  and  gilt  cover,  the  booklet  showing 
views  from  the  Indian  Training  School  at  Chemawa,  Oregon,  has  been 
received  by  ye  editory,  compliments  of  Superintendent  Potter.  Any  one 
reading  the  historical  sketch  of  the  school  in  front  and  then  looking 
over  the  half-tone  plates  which  follow,  can  gather  a very  correct  idea 
of  how  they  look  out  there.  We  are  greatly  obliged  for  this  peep  at 
Chemawa  - the  largest  school  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  Youth's  Instructor,  of  January  5th  contains  another  illustrated 
article  about  our  school  by  Maud  B.  Cummins,  who  for  a short  time  was 
one  of  our  corps  of  helpers.  The  Youth's  Instructor  is  published  at 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  and  is  full  of  interesting  reading  matter  for 
all,  and  especially  for  the  young. 

Our  Mr.  Hendren,  who  is  now  at  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  teaching,  sends 
renewal  this  week,  but  modestly  says  nothing  about  himself.  His  friends 
in  the  faculty  and  among  the  students  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he 
is  still  in  the  land  of  the  living.  But,  Boo!  It  makes  us  shiver  to 
think  of  Pine  Ridge  this  cold  weather. 

"It  is  quite  wonderful  how  much  of  interest  you  manage  to  put  into  so 
small  a paper,"  says  an  interested  subscriber  from  Chautauqua,  N.Y. 
Another  in  Palmyra  N.J.,  pleases  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  by  calling 
our  students,  American  boys  and  girls  instead  of  Indians.  Of  course, 
the  so  called  American  Indian  is  the  only  true  American,  and  should  be 
called  by  his  proper  name,  yet  we  suppose  that  Columbus'  name  "Indian" 
will  cling  for  all  time  to  the  native  of  America,  so  set  are  we  in  old 
ways  and  customs.  This  writer  says  she  was  "real  glad  one  of  the  pupils 
of  Carlisle  school  - Nettie  Pierce  _ called  at  my  residence  and 
solicited  a subscription.  Since  receiving  the  HELPER  every  week  I have 
become  acquainted  with  many  of  our  American  boys,  for  whom  I have  great 
admiration.  May  success  crown  the  efforts  of  Carlisle,  and  the  HELPER 
continue  to  prosper." 


Schedule  for  Gymnasium  Classes. 
MONDAY. 

At  7:35  A.M.  - Large  Boys. 

At  8:30  A.M.  - Small  Boys. 

At  1:10  P.M.  - Small  Boys. 

At  4:00  P.M.  - Large  Boys. 

At  8:00  P.M.  - Large  Girls. 


TUESDAY. 


At 

7:35 

A.M. 

- 

Large 

Girls . 

At 

8:30 

A.M. 

- 

Small 

Girls . 

At 

1:10 

P.M. 

- 

Small 

Girls . 

At 

4:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Girls . 

At 

8:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 

WEDNESDAY. 

At 

7:35 

A.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 

At 

3:15 

P.M. 

- 

Kindergarten 

At 

4:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 

At 

8:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Girls . 

THURSDAY. 

At 

7:35 

A.M. 

- 

Large 

Girls . 

At 

8:30 

A.M. 

- 

Small 

Girls . 

At 

1:10 

P.M. 

- 

Small 

Girls . 

At 

4:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Girls . 

At 

8:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 

FRIDAY. 

At 

7:35 

A.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 

At 

8:30 

A.M. 

- 

Small 

Boys . 

At 

1:10 

P.M. 

- 

Small 

Boys . 

At 

3:15 

P.M. 

- 

Kindergarten 

At 

4:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Boyss . 

SATURDAY. 

At 

8:00 

P.M. 

- 

Large 

Boys . 
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Another  touch  of  arctic  weather. 

Miss  Ives,  of  Chambersburg,  has  been  a guest  of  Miss  Nana  Pratt  for  a 
few  days. 

Russel  Whitebear  has  gone  to  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  for 
treatment . 

The  public  debate  between  the  Susans  and  the  Standards  takes  place 
this  evening,  and  an  interesting  time  is  anticipated. 

Miss  Newcomer,  who  is  a new  comer  among  us,  spent  Sunday  among  friends 
and  relatives  in  Shippensburg,  whom  she  had  not  seen  for  a long  time. 

Miss  Shaffner's  address  for  the  six  weeks  that  she  expects  to  spend 
among  the  girls  in  the  country  will  be  18th  and  Arch,  Care  of  Y.W.C.A., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Charlotte  Geisdorff  is  at  the  University  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  for 
special  treatment,  and  it  is  greatly  hoped  by  her  many  friends  that  she 
may  be  benefitted. 

The  athletic  field  was  turned  into  a skating  rink  on  Saturday  last, 
several  boys  enjoying  the  skating  over  the  hard  crust  of  snow  and 
coasting  down  the  steep  sides  on  their  skates. 

Miss  L.W.  Ronaldson  of  New  York  City,  and  Miss  Anna  Dawson,  Field 
Matron  at  Ft.  Berthold  South  Dakota,  arrive  as  we  go  to  press,  and  are 
interested  in  the  sights  of  the  school. 

Mr.  Norman  has  a new  varnishing  room,  which  fills  a long  felt  want  in 
his  painting  department.  He  now  can  do  a nice  piece  of  work,  and  put  it 
in  a close,  dark  room  out  of  the  dust,  until  thoroughly  dry. 

That  was  a heavy  snow  to  shovel  last  Friday  morning,  but  we  can  take 
one  satisfaction,  the  cleaner  we  keep  our  walks  the  less  likelihood 
there  is  of  sickness.  A regiment  of  boys  soon  clears  the  walks,  whereas 
it  seems  an  endless  and  hopeless  task  to  a few. 

Director  Wheelock,  of  the  band,  is  getting  up  something  that  will  be 
entertaining  in  the  way  of  music,  and  of  a different  order  from  anything 
we  have  ever  had  before.  If  prepared  we  will  hear  from  the  band 
tomorrow  night,  if  not,  we  will  wait  until  they  are  ready. 

Miss  Wood,  has  been  under  the  weather  for  a few  days  but  is  again  on 
her  feet.  La  Grippe  seems  to  be  no  respecter  of  persons,  or  things, 
even  attacking  the  timber  of  our  school.  Miss  Cutter  had  premonitions 


of  an  attack  but  was  able  to  grip  the  monster  and  come  off  conqueror 
while  on  duty. 

Dorothy  D.  Naiches  who  since  she  quit  school  has  been  living  at 
Steelton  with  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  left  this  week  for  Oklahoma  to  live  with 
her  Indian  people.  Dorothy  has  many  excellent  qualities,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  she  will  land  among  friends  who  will  find  them  out  and 
help  to  make  life  pleasant  for  her  out  there.  Her  many  friends  at 
Carlisle  and  Steelton  wish  her  well. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  in  the  Standard  Literary  Society 
last  Friday  evening:  President,  Joseph  Gouge;  Vice-President,  John 
Garrick;  Recording  Seceretary,  Corbett  Lawyer;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Edwin  Smith;  Treasurer,  Eugene  Warren;  Critc,  Geo.  Hazlett;  Ass't. 
Critic,  Frank  Beale;  Sg't-at'Arms,  Edw.  Willing;  Editor,  Jacob  Horne; 
and  Manager  of  Musical  Department,  Abram  Isaac. 

On  Tuesday  Mrs.  Dandridge  took  a flying  trip  to  Philadelphia  on 
business . 

Mrs.  Standing  is  rapidly  recovering  from  La  Grippe,  and  took  her  first 
sleigh  ride  on  Wednesday. 

These  days  of  good  sledding  are  when  the  country  school  in  bob-sleds 
cometh  to  see  their  red  brothers. 

There  seems  to  be  a great  run  on  the  new  books  in  the  library.  It  is 
said  that  some  of  the  pupils  do  not  know  how  to  take  care  of  good 
books.  We  have  not  this  from  head  quarters,  but  it  has  been  observed  by 
"Ye  Observer"  that  several  fine  and  expensive  books  have  been  soiled  and 
mutilated  by  careless  handling  on  the  part  of  pupils.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  has  only  to  say  on  this  point  that  we  will  learn 
in  this  as  in  everything  else.  Only  a dunderhead  would  do  anything  to 
spoil  the  looks  of  a book,  and  we  are  fast  getting  out  of  the  dunderhead 
age  into  a more  cultivated  and  refined  student  age  of  the  school. 

Mr.  Weber  has  perhaps  the  most  exposing  work  of  any  of  the  mechanics 
employed  at  the  school,  but  did  any  one  ever  see  him  take  hold  of  a job, 
however  disagreeable  and  difficult,  that  he  did  not  go  at  it  with  all 
his  heart,  mind  and  strength,  showing  active  interest  at  every  turn  of 
the  hand  until  the  job  was  satisfactorily  done?  Down  in  the  dirt,  up  to 
his  elbows  in  freezing  water,  in  ditches  or  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of 
the  smoke  stack,  under  buildings,  inside  of  hot  boilers,  repairing 
electric  wires  or  seeking  out  the  stoppage  of  some  drain  or  sewer  pipe  - 
laborious  and  naturally  distasteful  labor,  yet  the  worker,  always  ready, 
willing  and  in  a good  humor  and  always  an  example  of  perseverance  and 
pluck  to  the  boys  so  fortunate  as  to  be  detailed  to  work  with  him. 

There  are  other  plucky  men  on  our  force,  but  a bad  breakage  in  the  water 
pipe  on  Tuesday,  causing  Mr.  Weber  to  work  in  water  up  to  his  elbows 
until  he  was  numb,  attracted  the  special  attention  of  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand,  and  yet  he  heard  not  a word  of  complaint. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  sights  that  we  have  to  gaze  upon  these 
days  is  the  skating  pond,  out  of  the  work  and  school  periods.  Even  at 
the  noon  hour,  when  there  is  but  a half  hour  for  play  the  pond  is  full 

of  happy  boys  and  girls  who  make  the  most  of  a little  time.  Only  a 

minute's  walk  from  any  of  the  quarters  and  less  than  a quarter  of  a 
minute  to  a boy  on  the  run,  the  pond  is  convenient  to  those  wishing  to 
employ  their  odd  moments  at  this  exhilarating  sport.  Unlike  many  boys 
and  girls  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  seen,  ours  do  not  skate  to 
the  last  minute,  to  report  at  school  or  work  late,  but  scores  and 
scores  may  be  seen  taking  off  skates  fully  five  or  ten  minutes  before 
the  work  and  school  bell  rings,  in  time  to  make  themselves  presentable. 
All  in  the  school  rooms  must  be  tidily  dressed  and  in  the  work-shops 

they  must  have  on  work  clothing.  Rosy  cheeked  girls,  and  skating-boys 

with  tousled  heads  and  red  noses,  clear-eyed  and  quick  brained, 
returning  to  school  and  work  are  greatly  admired  by  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  who  loves  to  see  his  boys  and  girls  enjoy  play 
when  they  have  earned  the  right. 
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(Continued  from  First  Page.) 


Surrounding  the  church  is  an  interesting  old  grave-yard  - many  of  the 
graves  very  old,  but  few  having  names  attached,  only  numbers  which 
correspond  with  numbered  names  in  the  church  archives. 

We  have  had  several  long  carriage  drives  and  many  short  wheel  rides. 
The  roads  are  smooth  and  hard,  but  there  are  hills  to  climb,  and  "I  am 
not  as  young  as  I used  to  be." 

We  have  crossed  the  bay  many  times  in  a row  boat,  but  I do  not  enjoy 
the  small  sail  boat.  Your  father  has  sailed  about  the  bay  and  fished 
some. 

Two  days  ago  we  drove  to  the  town  of  St.  George,  which  lies  at  the 
northwestern  point,  fourteen  miles  from  here. 

St.  George  was  once  the  chief  town,  but  from  its  position,  it  was 
considered  unsuitable  for  the  capital. 

Hamilton  which  was  more  centrally  located  was  chosen,  although  I am 
told  St.  George  has  the  best  harbor. 

It  is  a curious  old  place  and  there  is  a quaint  picturesqueness  about 
it.  The  streets  are  so  narrow  that  as  we  drove  through  one  I thought  we 
were  merely  making  a "short-cut"  to  the  Barracks,  where  we  were  going, 
and  as  we  passed  a party  of  boys,  they  backed  up  against  the  wall  so 
that  we  would  not  drive  over  their  toes. 

A few  of  the  streets  have  been  widened. 

After  calling  upon  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Barracks  we  returned 
to  the  little  town,  ate  our  dinner  at  a hotel  built  in  1633,  took  a snap 
shot  at  one  of  the  little  streets,  entered  the  carriage  and  turned 
toward  Hamilton,  promising  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  another  visit  to 
the  curious  Spanish-like  town. 

While  we  were  climbing  toward  one  of  the  forts  we  sighted  our  ship  - 
the  Trinidad,  sailing  steadily  toward  Hamilton  Harbor,  and  being 
confident  there  would  be  messages  for  us  we  were  anxious  to  hasten  our 
return,  but  there  is  a trying  wait  of  several  hours  after  the  steamer 
arrives  before  we  get  our  letters. 

As  the  days  go  by  and  the  little  journeys  are  taken  each  day  I become 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the  fact  that  we  are  resting  upon  a very 
small  bit  of  land  almost  in  the  centre  of  a great  ocean.  The  greatest 
width  of  Bermuda  is  a mile  and  a half,  many  places  not  more  than  a 
half-mile  wide  and  even  less  in  many  other  places,  until  there  is 
scarcely  a thread  of  land  or  coral  rock  as  it  stretches  out  into  coral 
reefs,  and  while  we  ponder  upon  the  smallness  of  this  island  we 
remember,  too,  that  it  is  the  farthest  from  any  other  land  of  any  known 
island;  but  it  is  a staunch  little  bit  of  land,  founded  on  a rock, 
inhabited  by  a sterling  people,  and  we  hope  to  gather  strength  while  we 
sojourn  on  Bermuda  Island. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  HASKELL  LEADER  ABOUT  PEOPLE  WE  KNOW. 


The  Haskell  Leader  is  again  full  of  news  and  is  neatly  printed. 

The  following  items  are  about  those  who  have  sometime  been  connected 
with  our  school: 

"Miss  Kemp  went  home  for  the  holidays. 

Miss  Mosher  visited  her  father  and  mother  in  Wichita  on  Christmas. 

Samuel  Townsend,  foreman  of  the  Leader  office,  visited  with  friends 
in  St.  Louis,  last  week. 

Mitchell  Barada  can  tell  you  the  correct  time  now.  He  and  his  friend 
received  ice  watches  from  home  on  Chrsitmas."  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
is  afraid  they  will  melt,  but  guesses  that  the  "n"  fell  off  of  the  word 
nice  in  the  process  of  printing  and  so  turned  the  watches  into  ice. 

There  are  interesting  items  in  every  issue  of  this  Leader.  It  comes 
twice  a month,  is  a little  larger  than  the  HELPER,  and  is  only  fifteen 
cents  a year.  Send  your  subscription  to  Miss  Ball,  Haskell  Institute, 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  keep  informed  as  to  what  is  going  on  at  our  big 
sister  school  of  the  West. 


EN30Y  THEIR  COUNTRY  SCHOOL. 


We  get  many  letters  from  Indian  pupils  who  are  going  to  country 
schools,  which  tell  of  their  pleasures  and  progress  at  school: 

A recent  letter  from  Asenoth  Bishop  who  is  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.D.  says 
she  has  been  promoted  to  another  building  and  grade  and  that  she  will 
have  to  study  much  harder.  She  had  a pleasant  Christmas. 


Minerva  Mitten,  at  Rancocas,  writes  that  she  is  getting  along  finely 
in  school. 

She  sits  with  Margaret  Provost,  who  seems  also  to  be  getting  on 
nicely. 

And  adds: 

"I  am  so  glad  to  say  that  we  have  a very  nice  teacher.  I guess  I can 
say  that  we  had  just  as  good  time  on  Christmas  as  they  had  at  Carlisle. 
On  Friday  before  Christmas  we  had  an  entertainment  in  the  school 
building  in  which  several  of  us  took  part." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  1,  8,  6,  3 is  an  Indian  found  at  Carlisle. 

My  9,  7,  2,  4,  9 this  Indian  can  eat. 

My  1,  5,  9 is  a nick-name  sometimes  given  to  this  Indian. 

My  whole  was  an  Indian  Chief.  A friend  of  the  Indian. 

Subscriber . 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA.:  Valley  View. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Some  Thoughts"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Dun  1997  00:02:38  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : "Some  Thoughts" 

UUCP  email 

"Some  Thoughts" 

Looking  into  the  palm  of  my  hand, 

I view  a medicine  I am  holding. 

For  a moment  I close  my  eyes. 

And  visions  of  my  anccestors 
Visit  my  thoughts. 

And  quietly 

I hear  the  medicine  ask  me, 

"Why  do  you  not  speak  as  your  ancestors?" 

And  in  my  heart  I feel  a weeping 
Coming  from  some  thoughts. 

Long  ago  my  ancestors  held  the  same  medicine. 

And  they  did  speak  to  the  medicine. 

Only  they  spoke  to  it  from  their  heart. 

And  with  their  own  language. 

Not  a modern  language, 

but  a language  that  contained 

Words  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding. 

All  the  while  today, 

I can  only  provide 
Dust  some  thoughts. 

The  medicine  is  strong  and  full  of  life. 

And  I know  that  in  order  for  it  to  work, 

I must  allow  it  to  recognize  who  I am. 

And  slowly  a tear  rolls  down  my  cheek. 


As  I realize  I do  not  know 

The  old  language  of  my  ancestors, 

A language  in  which 

Only  the  medicine  can  recognize. 

And  all  I have  to  offer 
Is  just  some  thoughts. 

The  sound  of  many  weeping  fills  the  air. 

Of  sudden  I realize  I am  not  alone. 

For  there  are  many  who  can  not  speak 
To  the  medicines  of  life. 

For  many  have  chosen  to  forget. 

Many  have  chosen  to  close  the  door. 

On  a past; 

On  a culture; 

On  a belief; 

And  all  they  have  to  offer. 

Is  just  some  thoughts. 

Slowly,  but  dangerously. 

The  modern  world  engulfs 

The  traditional  lands  of  a people. 

Lands  that  contain  vaulable  medicines. 

Valuable  resources  once  used  for  years 
By  our  very  own  ancestors. 

Mining,  ranching,  farming,  recreation  projects. 
And  other  such  contemporary  activity. 

Is  ruining  the  lands  of  our  people. 

Thanks  to  the  BLM  and  Forest  Service, 

And  soon,  oh  so  very  soon. 

All  that  will  be  left. 

Will  be  just  some  thoughts. 

Learn  your  language  Indian, 

For  in  time. 

The  medicines  of  your  ancestor's 
Will  be  all  but  gone  forever. 

All  because  you  never  learned  your  language. 

But  once  you  can  speak  to  the  medicine 
It  will  help  you  in  a way. 

Only  your  ancestors  will  know  of. 

And  your  heart  will  grow  strong 
As  will  your  mind. 

And  the  medicine  will  recognize  you 
And  not  just  your  thoughts. 

In  the  medicine 
You  will  find  life. 

Dune  15,  1997 

[c]  Warm  Springs  Production 
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http: //www. YvwiiUSdinvnohii . net /Larry/ la r ry k. html 

http: //www. geocities . com/Ca peCanaveral/ Lab/6118/1 kibby . html 

"RE : Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Dan  99  05:52:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  26- February  1 


IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

26 

I am  the  wild  spirit  that  greets  the  dawning  of  this  day. 

27 

I see  the  thread  of  mana  which  passes  from  me  to  all  those  I 
hold  dear  --  we  are  family  --  we  are  ohana. 

28 

If  I feel  hunger  or  thirst,  the  land  will  provide;  if  my 
spirit  is  troubled,  the  wind  and  the  sea  will  comfort  me;  if 
I am  afraid,  Pele  will  protect  me. 

29 

Each  morning  is  a celebration  of  beginnings. 

30 

The  stars,  na  hoku,  guide  me  at  night  --  they  show  me  the 
way  to  my  destiny. 

31 

The  will  of  my  ancestral  spirit,  my  'aumakua,  speaks  in  all 
that  I say  or  do. 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

February  was  the  time  when  the  anae,  the  mullet,  spawned. 

1 

If  you  want  to  see  the  stars,  you  have  to  look  up! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Danuary  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sat,  16  Ian  1999  15:08:05  -0500 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <Stewartship@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : attention  legal  eagles 

It  is  our  great  honor  to  invite  you  to  a very  special  event  at  Harvard  Law 
School.  On  Saturday,  February  6,  1999,  the  Navajo  Nation  Supreme  Court  will 
hold  a special  session  in  the  Ames  Courtroom  of  the  HLS  campus.  Thejudges 
will  be  hearing  the  controversial  case  of  Navajo  Nation  v.  Means.  The 
question  at  hand  is  whether  or  not  Tribal  courts  have  criminal  jurisdiction 
over  non-member  Indians.  In  Duro  v.  Reina  (1990),  the  Supreme  Court  ruled 
they  do  not.  However,  Congress  passed  legislation  in  1991  granting  Tribal 
courts  criminal  jurisdiction  over  all  Indians  within  their  lands,  this  case 
is  likely  to  go  to  the  US  Supreme  Court.  This  event  marks  the  first  time  in 
history  that  Harvard  Law  School  has  hosted  the  Tribal  court  of  an  Indian 
Nation . 

Friday,  February  5,  1999:  5-630pm,  Ames  Courtroom,  Austin  Hall 
Welcome  by  Dean  Robert  C.  Clark  and  Provost  Harvey  Fineberg 
Keynote  Address  by  Chief  Dustice  Robbert  Yazzie:  Navajo  Common  Law:  Navajo 
Custom  and  Tradition 

Reception:  630pm,  Ropes  Gray  Room,  Pound  Hall 

Saturday,  February  6,  1999:  10am-1230pm,  Ames  Courtroom 

Oral  Argument:  Navajo  Nation  Supreme  Court  (Chief  Dustice  Robert  Yazzie, 

Associate  Dustice  Raymond  Austin  and  Associate  Dustice  Irene  Toledo) : 


Navajo  Nation  v.  Means  (NoSC-CV-61-98) 

(Chief  Prosecutor  Donovan  Brown,  Supreme  Court  Law  Clerk  Alfred  Harris, 
Court  Solicitor  Dames  Zion,  Court  Clerk  Benjenita  Bates  and  Attorney  Dohn 
Trebon) 

no  admission  after  proceedings  begin 

case  briefs  on  reserve  at  Langdell  Library  and  Harvard  University  Native 
American  Program 

sponsored  by  10  organizations  and  two  individuals 
for  info:  617-495-9058 


Date:  Fri,  15  Dan  1999  16:03:38  EST 
From:  SAYANAWOLF@aol.com 
Sub j : POW  WOW  4-10-99 

Loc:  MI  Starting:  04-10-1999  Ending:  04-11-1999 
Type:  1 

10th  Annual  WMU  Contest  Pow  Wow 

April  10  & 11,  1999.  The  Native  American  Student  Organization  of 
Western  Michigan  University  announces  their  10th  Annual  Contest  Pow 
Wow  at  Western  Michigan  University  - University  Arena,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 
Directions:  US  131  to  exit  36A.  Stadium  Drive,  East  to  Oliver  Street. 
Public  Welcome!  Admission  TBA  and  $3.00  parking  fee. 

Prize  money  $$$  for  most  catagories  and  age  groups. 

Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Drums  should  Pre-register  ($$drum  split) 

Host  Drum  TBA. 

Co-Host  Drum  TBA. 

For  more  info.  Contact  the  NASO  office  (616)387-2279  or  Cindy  Bergeon  at 
(616)388-5805  hm  (616)387-3160  wk 
Email  cynthia.bergeon@wmich.edu 


Date:  Thu,  14  Dan  1999  19:25:39  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@U. ARIZONA.edu 

Sub j : Concert:  FLOYD  WESTERMAN,  DOHN  TRUDELL  (Fwd) 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Date:  Wed,  13  Dan  1999  16:53:34  -0700 

From:  American  Indian  Graduate  Center  <aigc@GRAD. ADMIN. ARIZONA. EDU> 

FLOYD  WESTERMAN 
(singer,  activist,  and  actor) 

& 

DOHN  TRUDELL 

(speaking  on  contemporary  Native  American  issues) 

& 

SEMALULUKUT  DRUM 

Appearing  for  a benefit  for  the  Yoemem  Tekia  Yaqui  Cultural  Foundation 
and  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council. 

WHEN:  Friday,  February  5,  1999 

7:00  PM 

WHERE:  Berger  Performing  Arts  Center 

TICKETS:  Tickets  are  $10.00  in  advance  and 

$12.00  day  of  the  show 

Tickets  available  at:  The  American  Indian  Graduate  Center 


Bahti  Indian  Arts 
Antigone  Books 
Rainbow  Moods 

For  more  information,  please  call  Kauti  at  883-7565. 
+=======================================================================+ 

+American  Indian  Graduate  Center  Phone  (520)  621-7989  + 

+The  University  of  Arizona  Fax  (520)  623-3233  + 

+1610  East  Seventh  Street  Email  aigc@grad. admin. Arizona. EDU  + 

+Tucson,  Arizona  85719  Director  Glenn  Dohnson  + 

+=======================================================================+ 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 


Benefitting  Native  American  Elders 

APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  3anet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Date:  Wed,  13  3an  1999  11:35:21  -0800 

From:  "Edward  3.  Hall,  Dr."  <hallfamily@lewiston . com> 

Sub j : Pow  Wows-1998 

There  are  no  listings  in  the  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  the  months  of  Danuary 
and  February. 

3rd  weekend  in  March:  Denver  March  Pow  Wow,  Denver  Coliseum, 

Denver,  CO. 

1st  weekend  in  April:  American  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Montana 

State  University,  Bozeman,  MT 

2nd  weekend  in  April:  Blackjack  Mountain,  Tyus,  GA 

3rd  weekend  in  April:  Cheyenne  Arapaho  Pioneer  Days 

Celebration,  downtown  Clinton,  OK 

4th  weekend  in  April:  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow,  "The  Pit"  at  the 

University  of  New  Mexico,  Albuquerque,  NM 
1st  weekend  in  May:  Kyi-Yo  Pow  Wow,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT 

2nd  weekend  in  May:  Pow  Wow,  Stanford  University,  Palo  Alto,  CA 

3rd  weekend  in  May:  Mat'Alyma  Root  Feast  and  Pow  Wow,  Kamiah,  ID 

Yakama  Nation  Pow  Wow,  Pavilion,  White  Swan,  WA 

Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC 

Pawnee  Veterans  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  Pawnee,  OK 
4th  weekend  in  May:  Vietnam  Veterans'  Pow  Wow,  Wichita  Dance 

Grounds,  Anadarko,  OK 

Two  Rivers  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Wellpinit,  WA 
Omaha  Memorial  Day  Celebration,  Pow  Wow  Grounds, 

Macy,  NE 

1st  weekend  in  Dune:  Alabama  Coushatta  Pow  Wow,  17  miles  east  of 

Livingston,  TX 

Tulsa  Pow  Wow,  Tulsa,  OK 

Tulalip  Veterans'  Pow  Wow,  Tulalip  Tribal  Center, 

Marysville,  WA 

Coree,  Machapunga  and  Tuscarora  Pow  Wow,  Moratoc 
Park,  Williamston,  NC 

2nd  weekend  in  Dune:  Red  Eath  Festival,  Myriad  Convention  Center, 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

White  Earth  Pow  Wow,  White  Earth,  NM 

Lenni  Lenape  Nanticoke  Pow  Wow,  Salem  Fairground, 

Salem,  ND 

Barrie  Pow  Wow,  Barrie  Fairground,  Barrie, 

Ontario,  Canada 

3rd  weekend  in  Dune:  Fathers'  Day  Pow  Wow  and  Arts  & Crafts  Fair, 

Stewart  Indian  Cultural  Center,  Carson  City,  NV 
Plains  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Buffalo  Bill  Historical 
Center,  Cody,  WY 

Chief  Doseph  and  Warriors  Memorial  Pow  Wow, 

Lapwai,  ID 

Ring  Thunder  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ring  Thunder 
Community,  Rosebud, SD 


Creek  Nation  Festival  and  Rodeo,  Okmulgee,  OK 
Red  Bottom  Pow  Wow,  Frazer,  MT 

4th  weekend  in  Dune:  Native  American  Fleritage  International  Contest 

Pow  Wow,  10  miles  south  of  Rapid  City  on  Highway 
16,  Rapid  City,  SD 

Annual  Pow  Wow,  Saddle  Lake,  Alberta,  Canada 
Pi-Ume-Sha  Days,  Warm  Springs,  OR 

Date  to  be  announced  in  Duly:  Grand  Celebration  and  Pow  Wow,  Grand 

Grand  Casino,  Hinckley,  MN 

NOTE:  The  pow  wows  listed  here  are  usually  held  on  the  same  weekend  of 
the  month  in  any  calendar  year;  however,  it  is  recommended  that  dates 
are  confirmed  before  traveling  by  calling  Tribal  offices. 

For  a more  complete  listng,  please  refer  to  the  "1998  Powwow  Calendar: 
Guide  to  Native  American  Gatherings-USA  & Canada,"  published  bu  The  Book 
Publishing  Company,  P.O.  Box  99,  Summertown,  TN  38483,  1-800-695-2241. 
ENDOY!  See  you  there! 

Pam  Hall 


Date:  Wed,  13  Dan  1999  20:20:44  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : More  Winter  Events 

Winter  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 

> Feb.  13-14,  8am-noon  & l-4pm  each  day:  Day  with  the  Eagles  Boat  Tour,  Land 
Between  the  Lakes,  Kentucky.  A heated  cruise  boat  will  roam  the  shores  of 
Kentucky  Lake  on  an  eagle  & winter  waterfowl  viewing  expedition.  LBL 
interpreters  will  be  on  board  to  help  with  identification.  Restrooms  & hot 
beverages  are  provided.  Cost  is  $32.00  per  person.  Reservations  with  full 
deposits  required.  Boat  departs  from  the  Kenlake  State  Resort  Park  Marina. 
For  registration  info,  call  (502)  924-2020  8am-4:30pm  weekdays. 

> Feb.  14:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Church  will  gather  at  Guntersville 
Recreation  Center,  Guntersville,  AL,  at  11:00am.  United  Cherokee  Intertribal 
general  membership  meeting  will  follow  at  1:00pm.  Visitors  are  welcome.  For 
more  info,  call  Gina  or  Leon  Williamson  (256)  582-0114;  Trish  Pearce  (256) 
878-0758;  or  Reva  Sharpe  (931)  433-1365. 

> Feb.  27-28,  9am-noon  & lpm-4pm  each  day:  Day  with  the  Eagles  Boat  Tour. 

See  info  for  Feb.  13-14  for  details,  or  write  TVA's  Land  Between  the  Lakes, 
100  Van  Morgan  Drive,  Golden  Pond,  KY  42211-9001. 

> Feb.  26-28:  Vero  Beach  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  Fairgrounds,  Vero  Beach,  FL. 
Emcee:  Clint  Cayou  (Omaha);  Arena  Director:  Blaine  Doe  Thomas  (Turtle 
Mountain  Chippewa);  Head  Man:  Gian  B.  Yelloweyes  (Southern  Cheyenne); 

Head  Lady:  Lisa  Drum  (Omaha);  Host  Drum:  Lakota  Nation;  Story  Teller: 

Susan  Logan  (Seneca);  Flute  Player:  Tom  Minton.  There  will  be  Native 
American  arts  & crafts.  Native  food  vendors,  wildlife  & tipi  exhibits. 

Free  primitive  camping;  $15.00  per  nite  for  RV's  & hook-ups.  Host  Motel: 
Super  8,  8800  20th  St.  (Rte.  60).  Sponsored  by  the  Teen  Escape  Council  of 
Vero  Beach/Indian  River  County  Recreation  Dept.  Proceeds  go  towards  the 
Native  American  Cultural  Activities  of  the  Teen  Escape  Council, 
the  Boy  Scouts,  & next  year's  pow  wow. 

Info:  (561)  778-8128  or  (561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 

Note:  if  you  have  pow  wows  or  other  events  of  Native  American  interest  that 
you  would  like  to  have  listed,  please  send  all  pertinent  data  to 
wanige@aol . com . 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Scott  Curtis, 

Laura  Waterman  Wittstock,  Doseph  Chasing  Horse,  Friends  of  Lubicon, 

Save  Ward  Valley,  Lydia  Fernandez/Native  Americas  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Tu'ti, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker, 
Celine  Vaquer,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Moonlight, 
Danet  Smith,  Larry  Innse,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 

Tom  Schlosser,  Nicholas  Wilson,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Dohn  Berry,  Larry  Kibby 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:28:02  1999 
Date:  Tue,  26  Han  1999  19:38:21  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.005 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minnlnd,  Paths-L,  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  Native  Americas  Dournal/Akwe: kon  Press; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Brother,  you  say  there  is  but  one  way  to  worship  and  serve  the  Great 
Spirit.  If  there  is  but  one  religion,  why  do  you  white  people  differ 
so  much  about  it?  Why  not  all  agreed,  as  you  can  all  read  the  Book?" 

Chief  Sogoyewapha  "Red  Jacket",  Senaca 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I l 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  I 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  \ 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

j Journey  | 

i The  Bloodline  I 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

| [ 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A Sacred  Walk  begins  from  Lakota  Homes  in  Rapid  City  February  7 and  ends 
three  weeks  later  in  Gardiner,  Mt.  - gateway  to  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
There  have  been  several  messages  in  this  newsletter  the  past  two  weeks 
speaking  of  this  Sacred  Walk,  and  why  it  must  happen.  This  is  for  the 
Buffalo  Nation,  being  slaughtered  in  the  name  of  greed  and  arrogance  by 
the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock.  My  words  are  hollow  and  empty  when 
compared  to  those  offered  by  elders  who  humble  themselves  for  this  walk  and 
ask  Creator  for  help  to  save  the  Buffalo. 

From  Wambli  Sapa,  Kenneth  Painte  Sr. 

As  a member  ot  the  Teton  Nation,  Hunkpapa  clan  of  Standing  Rock  Indian 
Reservation  we  are  bound  to  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  to  support  a 
walk/ride/run  of  Unity  to  save  the  Buffalo.  Members  of  Standing  Rock  are 
willing  to  suffer  for  their  Brothers  and  Sisters  the  Buffalo.  We  are  all 
equal  who  live  on  Mother  Earth  at  the  beginning;  we  need  to  come  back  to 
that  for  the  Healing  of  all  Nations. 

From  Everette  Poor  Thunder 

The  Lakota  for  many  years  have  communicated  with  the  Buffalo  Oyate.  But  a 
difficult  time  was  coming  so  the  communication  had  stopped  and  through  the 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Buffalo  people  a woman  came  to  the  Lakota  people  with  a gift  that 
empowered  the  Lakota  both  spiritually  physically  and  politically.  Now  our 
Buffalo  brothers  are  being  mercilessly  slaughtered  close  to  extinction  and 
need  our  help. 

To  give  our  help  we  must  walk  and  through  this  walk  of  unity  and 
solidarity  will  come  a healing  blessing  for  those  involved. 

I salute  the  light  within  your  eyes  in  which  your  spirit  dwells. 

They  call  me  Tatanka  Cante. 


I am  a Dakota  Native.  I'm  on  this  ride  and  walk  to  Yellowstone,  because  I 
really  believe  the  Buffalo  Nation  are  our  Relatives.  I have  rode  for 
almost  12  years  around  our  sacred  lands  for  Unity  and  for  survival  for  all 
Mankind.  So  when  I see  the  slaughter,  the  killing  of  our  relatives,  it 
really  upsets  me... because  I can  see  these  strange  people  don't  understand 
our  ways,  the  natural  law. . .that  these  kind  of  people  would  hurt  their  own 
kind... their  children  ...for  greed,  jealousy,  hatred.  We,  the  people  of 
this  continent  have  shared  our  heart  with  you... we  have  shared  our  mother 
with  you,  our  food  with  you.  And  then  we  have  to  see  you  killing  our 
relatives.  You  killed  over  100  million  of  them.  I came  here  to  support 
my  relatives,  because  I remember  what  you  have  done  to  us.  I feel  sorry 
for  you.  That  you  don't  understand  the  nourishment  that  we  get... we're 
sorry  that  you  never  got  that  from  mother  earth... and  understanding.  I'm 
sorry  for  your  children,  because  they'll  be  just  like  you.  They  will  have 
all  the  hatred  and  jealousy  in  them,  and  all  they  will  know  is  how  to 
kill.  So  I really  feel  sorry  for  those  who  do  this;  especially  for  the  US 
government,  who  would  allow  this  to  happen  again. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast 


Date:  Fri,  22  Ian  1999  23:33:53  -0800 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike 


UUCP  email 


PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

From;  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.O.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 


bayou@blarg.net 


END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE  STATEMENT 

Whereas,  the  medical  condition  of  American  Indian  Movement  activist 
and  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  is  severe  and  could  become 
potentially  life  threatening,  the  repeated  denials  by  the  federal  prison 
system,  for  two  and  a half  years,  of  the  necessary  medical  treatment 
offered  by  the  Mayo  Clinic  is  nothing  other  than  politically  motivated 
torture.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been,  and  is,  living  daily  in  excruciating 
pain.  The  U.S.  Government  should  be  held  accountable  for  this  act  of 
torture.  Should  Leonard  Peltier's  condition  become  critical,  the  denial 
of  medical  treatment  offered  for  free  by  the  Mayo  Clinic  should  be 
viewed  as  an  act  of  attempted  murder. 

Therefore,  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER 
STRIKE  will  begin  on  February  6th,  and  has  the  purpose  of  calling 
attention  to  and  helping  to  mobilize  support  to  end  the  torture  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  This  campaign  will  continue  until  Leonard  is  undergoing 
treatment  in  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

Upon  February  6th,  we  are  asking  those  who  can  to  join  us  on  this 
hunger  strike.  Each  day  of  the  fast  two  different  fasters  will  issue  a 
statement,  one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  evening,  in  their  own 
words  calling  for  the  end  of  the  torture.  We  are  also  asking  people 
who  support  this  campaign  to  help  widely  distribute  these  statements. 

Furthermore,  we  are  asking  that  supporters  on  each  day  of  the  hunger 
strike  e-mail  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of 
Prisons  at:  swolfson@bop.gov,  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  medical 
treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic.  We  are  also  asking  supporters  to  take 
whatever  positive  local  actions  will  advance  this  campaign. 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse 

Fasters/Hunger  Strikers 

Dale  Pfeiffer,  Clarkston,  Michigan,  IWW  Delegate,  novelist 
Arthur  D . Miller,  Tacoma,  Washington,  coordinator  of  the  Northwest 
Leonard  Peliter  Support  Network,  IWW  Delegate,  publisher  of  Bayou  La 
Rose,  marine  pipefitter. 

William  Boemmels,  Stratford,  Connecticut,  Malecite,  Engineer 
Gina  Chiala,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  International  Office  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Keith  McHenry,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  International  Office  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Ron  (Saquiiyona)  Dunning,  Tupper  Lake,  New  York,  Shawnee,  Adult 
Basic  Education  Teacher  NYS  Dept.  Of  Corrections,  jewelry 
maker,  traditional  story  teller,  ornamental  gardener/contractor . 

Lois  Brooks 

Barbara  Fortier,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group- 
Atlanta,  ballet  dancer,  teacher  and  dance  school  director. 

Waabnong  Kwe,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Tsalagi  and  Ojibway  Nations,  AIDS 
Educator. 

Becky  Delaney,  Rushville,  OH 

Darlene  Holland-Hayter , Crystal  River,  Florida,  Choctaw/Cherokee, 
Recording  Secretary  Native  American  Indian  Center  of 
Citrus/Levy  counties  of  Florida. 

Pilar  de  La  Serna,  Basque  Country,  Spain,  Se  Ven  Sioux  Kolektibo, 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-Basque  Country. 

John  Rosania,  Coalition  to  Abolish  the  Fur  Trade. 

Rachel  Ann  Carey-Harper,  Dennis  (Cape  Cod),  Massachusetts, 

Yarmouth  Friends  Meeting,  Sisters  of  the  Light,  volunteer  with 
Homes  For  Seven  Generations,  Clothesline  Project. 

Debbie  Hagopian 

Quwahia  Whisperingf ire.  Saint  Petersburg,  Florida,  Navajo  Artisan, 
poet . 

Reid  Freeman  Denkins,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Coordinator  Leonard  Peltier 
Support  Group-Atlanta , printer. 

Kyle  Browning,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  President  Amnesty  International 


local  chapter/group  #172. 

3eff  Parente,  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  Student 

Brooke  Sluder,  Hartfort  City,  Indiana,  Mohawk  & Osage,  Autoworker, 

Photographer,  writer. 

Cliff  Alles-Curie,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-West  Michigan 
Cathie  Dever,  Rochester,  Michigan 

Dmitri  Ryabinia,  Krasnodar,  Russia,  Federation  Anarchists  Koban, 
Pressman 

FASTERS  SIGN-UP 

Name 

Organizational  affiliation,  tribe,  profession,  city,  state,  country. 


Means  of  contact  (e-mail  or  street  or  P.0.  Box  address) 


Support  person  for  faster  (name  and  means  of  contact) 


FOR  THOSE  NOT  FASTING  BUT  WHO  CAN  HELP  SPREAD  THE 
STATEMENTS  OF  THE  FASTERS  AND  HELP  WITH  THE  E-MAIL 
CAMPAIGN 

Name 

Means  of  contact 

Please  return  this  to:  the  NWLPSN  at;  bayou@blarg.net 

- — "RE:  A Poem  for  February  6th"  

Date:  Thu,  21  lan  1999  23:37:30  EST 
From:  BlueT5@aol.com 

Sub  j : A Poem  for  Feb.  6th Blue  T 5 in  VA...Att:  Gary 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  Gary, 

Hau  Kola ! 

I thought  you  might  appreciate  this  poem  I wrote  for  Leonard  Peltier  tonight. 
Mitakuye  Oyasin! 

Peace  be  with  You, 

Trudi Blue  T 5 in  VA.  Bluet5@aol.com 

Feb.  Freedom  Fast 
Dedicated  to  Leonard  Peltier 


Drums,  horns  accompany 
a marchin'  beat 
march  on  the  street/ 

headlines 

fine  lines  to  the  edge 
caught  in  the  wedge 

of  symbols  in  tough  time 
political  prisoners/ 

hell  cages 
voice  rages 

horn  blowin ' rape  beatin'  cell  abuse 
drown  gags  in  uniform  noose/ 


clemency  calls 


from  bloody  within  walls 

piano  tune  in  the  colors 
music  of  all  peoples  praying/ 

forgotten  feathers 
slaughtered  leathers 

memories 

NOW  the  sound  pipes  got  it  goin'  on 

NOW  the  pipes  of  sacred  ground  cornin'  'round 

NOW  rising/ 

the  Grandfather  speaks 
above  Eagle  mountain  peaks 

sending  soul  full  of  spirit  smoke 
prayer  tie  tobacco  toke/ 

in  the  Pipestone 
here ' s the  tone 

NOW  smoke's  a risin'  ....a  risin' 
with  the  Crazy  Horse  Wing 
and  all  the  Peoples  march/ 

freedom  our  sing 
liberty  bell  ring 

healing  of  the  Sacred  Hoop 
on  the  Red  Road  loop 
ending  endless  battles 
bringing  hand  shake  rattles 
freedom  flags  fly  4/ 

Brothers 

Sisters 

Children  of  the  Earth 

Elder  Seattle  feather  man  said, 

"We  belong  to  the  Earth.... 

Earth  does  not  belong  to  us" 

drummin',  horns  accompany  a marchin  beat 

of  fast  freedom  in  the  streets 

while  Seattle  Dimi  on  Eagles'  mountain 

sings 

FREEDOM! 

CLEMENCY  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

Blue  T 5 
copyright  1/99 

cc:Arthur  Miller 

Dohnie  Leverett 
Robbie  Robertson 
Dale  Pfeiffer 
Robert  Quiver 
Dohnathan  Mark 
H.  Rollins 

President  Bill  Clinton 
Leonard  Peltier  (Mail) 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier's  Book"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Ian  1999  15:01:08  EST 
From:  Harvey  Arden 
Sub j : Peltier  Book 

UUCP  email 


Gary- - 

The  most  anticipated  memoir  in  a generation,  LEONARD  PELTIER'S  first  book 
after  23  years  in  prison,  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE,  will 
be  published  by  St.  Martin's  Press  on  Dune  26,  1999--24  years  to  the  day 
after  the  infamous  firefight  at  Oglala.  You  can  read  some  brief  excerpts 
from  the  book  on  www.WISDOMKEEPERS. com--the  website  maintained  by 


Leonard's  editor , Harvey  Arden. 

Harvey,  coauthor  of  the  books  WISDOMKEEPERS  and  TRAVELS  IN  A STONE  CANOE, 
tells  WOTANGING  IKCHE,  "This  book  of  Leonard's  most  personal  and  powerful 
writings  will  shake  the  foundations  of  the  American  conscience.  In  baring 
his  own  soul,  Leonard  has  also  bared  all  of  our  souls--for  we  have  all 
allowed  this  to  happen." 

Harvey's  postscript  to  the  book,  printed  here  in  WOTANGING  IKCHE  for 
the  first  time  anywhere,  reads  as  follows: 

"As  I write  this,  just  before  Christmas  1998,  the  U.S.  Federal 
Penitentiary  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  is  in  a state  of  lockdown  and  I'm  out 
of  touch  with  author  Leonard  Peltier--U.S.  Prisoner  #89637-132- -just  as 
his  book  is  about  to  go  into  printed  proofs.  The  Leavenworth  lockdown  was 
apparently  caused  by  a fight  that  had  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with 
Leonard,  yet  he  and  all  other  inmates  are  being  collectively  punished. 

All  personal  belongings  have  been  stripped  from  prisoners'  cells.  They've 
been  allowed  out  of  their  locked  cells  only  for  a single  ten-minute  shower 
this  past  week.  lust  as  I need  him  to  give  final  approval  to  various 
details  in  the  final  edited  manuscript,  he's  out  of  touch  with  the  outside 
world--no  visitors,  no  phone  calls,  no  contact  period.  No  way  of  knowing 
for  the  time  being  how  he's  doing  or  what's  been  happening  to  him. 

The  International  Office  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  is 
flooding  the  internet  with  appeals  for  his  supporters  to  contact  the 
prison--913-682-8700--and  the  Bureau  of  Prisons--202-307-3198,  202-514- 
6878  fax--to  inquire  about  Leonard's  health  and  safety.  They  have  already 
been  flooded  with  calls,  faxes  and  letters--and  also  threatened  with  a 
lawsuit- -over  the  continuing  denial  of  competent  medical  treatment  for 
Leonard's  jaw  problems,  caused  by  a childhood  case  of  lockjaw  and 
compounded  by  near-disastrous  surgery  in  1996  at  the  hands  of  prison 
doctors  in  Springfield  Medical  Facility.  Rumors  this  past  fall  that 
prison  officials  would  finally  allow  Leonard  to  be  treated  by  doctors  at 
the  renowned  Mayo  Clinic  have,  as  of  this  writing,  proved  groundless.  We 
keep  hoping. 

Meanwhile,  Leonard's  case  has  become  a centerpiece  of  Amnesty 
International's  1998-1999  focus  on  human  rights  abuses  in  the  United 
States.  Nonviolent  civil  disobedience  demonstrations  to  publicize 
Leonard's  case  are  scheduled  at  scores  of  sites  around  the  country  for 
December  19,  1998,  and  February  6,  1999.  President  Clinton--the  one  person 
who  can  free  Leonard  with  the  stroke  of  a pen,  and  has  had  five  years  to 
do  so--is  under  his  own  onslaught  at  this  moment,  one  more  victim  of  an 
overzealous  and  vindictive  prosecutor. 

lust  recently,  the  European  Parliament  as  well  as  the  governments  of 
Italy  and  Belgium  have  passed  resolutions  calling  for  clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier  as  well  as  for  Congressional  investigations  into  the  circumstances 
surrounding  his  case  and  the  whole  era  of  the  1970' s "Reign  of  Terror"  at 
Pine  Ridge- -and  government  involvement  in  it.  Many  within  the  Canadian 
government  are  demanding  that  Peltier  be  returned  to  that  country,  from 
which  he  was  fraudulently  extradited  by  the  U.S.  government  in  1976. 

I pray  that  Leonard  will  be  a free  man  when  this  book  comes  out  in  lune 

1999,  so  that  we  will  have  the  privilege  of  hearing  his  own  words  spoken 

from  his  own  lips.  Although  often  written  in  pain  and  darkness  and 
isolation,  those  words--like  the  incandescent  spirit  of  this  extraordinary 
human  being--shine  through  every  one  these  pages.  I want  to  thank  Leonard 
for  the  high  honor  of  being  chosen  to  select,  edit,  arrange,  and,  on  more 
than  a few  occasions,  to  goad  the  author  into  revealing  even  deeper  levels 
of  his  thought  and  memory. 

I hope  that  this  book,  prepared  under  often  trying  circumstances  for  the 
past  two  years,  will  add  to  a renewed  surge  in  public  awareness  that  will 

not  only  help  to  free  Leonard  but  will  help  to  free  us  all  from  the  kind 

of  insidious  injustice  that  has  put  him  where  he  is--and  kept  him  there 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century.  We  have  all,  every  one  of  us,  allowed 
it  to  happen.  We  must  all  join--yes,  every  one  of  us--and  demand  that  it 
end . 

If,  when  you  read  this,  U.S.P.  #89637-132  remains  a prisoner  of 
injustice,  then  the  time  is  NOW  for  you,  too,  to  speak  out  and  for  you, 
too,  to  act.  Every  single  one  of  us  is  needed.  As  Leonard  has  said,  "We 


must  each  be  an  army  of  one."  To  mobilise  your  own  voice  and  your  own 
conscience,  contact: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

lpdc@idir.net 

In  the  spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

Harvey  Arden 

"RE : Sterilization  of  Native  American  Women"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Ian  1999  01:09:01  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Sterilization  of  Native  American  Women 

Find  at:  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/mikel.html; 
http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olHil 1/9118/mi ke2. html 

Martha  E.  Ture 

Coerced  Sterilization  of  Native  American  Women 


"The  Native  American  Woman's  Health  Education  Resource  Center  has 
documented  abuses  carried  out  by  the  Indian  Health  Services  (IHS),  lob 
Corps,  and  other  agencies  on  which  Native  American  women  depend  for 
health  care  services.  Issues  they  have  identified  are  forced 
sterilization,  unsafe  use  of  Depo-Provera  and  Norplant,  and  destructive 
alcohol-related  policies" 

"A  study  by  the  Government  Accounting  Office  during  the  1970s  found 
widespread  sterilization  abuse  in  four  areas  served  by  the  IHS.  In  1975 
alone,  some  25,000  Native  American  women  were  permanently 
sterilized- -many  after  being  coerced,  misinformed,  or  threatened.  One 
former  IHS  nurse  reported  the  use  of  tubal  ligation  on  "uncooperative" 
or  "alcoholic"  women  into  the  1990s." 

--  Women  of  Color  Partnership 

-A  History  of  Governmentally  Coerced  Sterilization:  The  Plight  of  the 
Native  American  Woman 
Link  to  Paper  (31K) 

-Comprehensive  Bibliography  of  Books,  Pamphlets,  Law  Review  Articles  and 

Internet  Links 

Link  to  Bibliography 

-Contact  the  Author,  Michael  Sullivan  DeFine,  University  of  Maine  School 
of  Law  student 

A History  of  Governmentally  Coerced  Sterilization: 

The  Plight  of  the  Native  American  Woman 


May  1,  1997 

By  Michael  Sullivan  DeFine 
University  of  Maine  School  of  Law 
Footnotes  appear  at  the  end  of  the  text 

I.  Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  trace  the  historical  influence  of 
governmentally  funded  sterilization  from  the  beginning  of  the  eugenics 
movement  in  the  19th  century  to  see  how  this  effects  Native  American 
women  today.  This  topic  will  investigate  the  social  prejudices  and 
rationalizations  for  sterilization  of  the  "less-talented"  members  of 
society  advocated  by  the  most  influential  social  and  biological 
scientists  in  American  history. 

These  "science"-based  eugenic  influences  break  through  the  lines  of 
science  into  the  world  of  politics,  promulgating  anti-humanistic  views 
of  poor  women  of  color  in  the  form  of  legislation  fraught  with  bigotry 
and  baseless  generalizations.  This  political  view  flows  through  the 


judicial  system,  as  counts  apply  eugenic  philosophies  in  determining  who 
should  be  sterilized  and  for  what  reasons. 

Turning  specifically  to  the  sterilization  of  Native  American  women,  this 
article  concludes  with  a discussion  of  the  federal  relationship  with 
American  Indian  tribes,  personal  accounts  from  Native  American  women  who 
were  sterilized  and  their  attitudes  toward  family  planning,  state  and 
federal  policies  regarding  informed  consent  and  sterilization,  an 
examination  of  the  contractual  relationship  between  the  Indian  Health 
Service  and  private  practices,  the  United  States  General  Accounting 
Office  investigation  of  Indian  Health  Service  sterilization  procedures, 
and  the  meaning  behind  the  statistics  of  population  growth. 

"RE : Montana  DOL  Not  Budging"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Ian  1999  23:36:28  -0600 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Fw:  Montana  DOL  NOT  BUDGING 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Friday,  January  22,  1999  11:49  AM 
Sub j : Montana  DOL  NOT  BUDGING 

State  not  budging  in  opposition  to  more  lenient  bison  policy 

HELENA  (AP)  - Montana  livestock  officials  say  the  state  will  not  relax 
its  policy  on  managing  bison  that  wander  from  Yellowstone  National  Park, 
rejecting  a change  that  would  have  prevented  the  killing  of  some  of  the 
animals . 

State  Veterinarian  Arnold  Gertonson  said  reports  that  the  federal 
government  had  modified  its  view  of  "low-risk"  bison  were  incorrect  and 
Montana  maintains  its  objection  to  the  existing  federal  policy. 

He  told  members  of  the  state  Board  of  Livestock  the  policy  of  the  Animal 
and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  remains  the  same  as  it  has  been 
since  late  1997. 

"At  this  point,  we're  at  the  same  place  we've  been,"  said  Chairman  John 
Paugh  of  Bozeman.  "The  interim  operating  plan  is  in  place  and  that's 
what  we're  abiding  by." 

State  policy  requires  brucellosis  testing  of  all  bison  that  leave  the 
park  and  cannot  be  hazed  back  within  Yellowstone's  boundaries.  Those 
carrying  the  disease  are  shipped  to  slaughter.  Only  those  testing 
negative  for  the  disease  are  considered  low-risk  and  released. 

Federal  officials  consider  low-risk  bison  to  be  untested  bulls, 
yearlings,  calves  and  cows  that  have  completely  passed  a placenta.  If 
the  state  adopted  that  definition,  it  would  allow  many  more  bison  to 
remain  outside  the  park  unmolested. 

Brucellosis,  which  can  cause  animals  to  abort  their  fetuses  and  can 
cause  undulant  fever  in  humans,  is  passed  primarily  through  contact  with 
infected  birthing  materials  or  aborted  fetuses. 

Under  a federal-state  agreement,  the  Livestock  Department  is  responsible 
for  controlling  bison  when  they  migrate  out  of  the  snow-covered  park  in 
search  of  winter  forage.  The  goal  is  to  prevent  infected  animals  from 
spreading  the  disease  to  cattle.  Many  are  killed. 

Critics  are  harsh,  calling  the  killing  a brutal  and  needless  slaughter 
of  a national  treasure.  They  say  it  is  ridiculous  to  think  the  bison 
pose  any  threat  to  cattle,  who  will  not  even  enter  the  pastures  near 
Yellowstone  for  months. 

But  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  after  studying  the  issue,  called 
the  risk  of  the  bison  passing  the  disease  small  but  real,  and  said  the 
result  to  the  cattle  industry  could  be  catastrophic  if  transmission 
indeed  occurred. 

The  state  has  refused  to  adopt  the  more  liberal  federal  policy  on 
low-risk  bison  unless  the  federal  government  promises  to  reimburse  the 
livestock  industry  for  losses  that  would  occur  if  other  states, 
concerned  about  more  bison  being  allowed  to  roam  outside  the  park, 
demand  testing  of  all  Montana  cattle  crossing  their  borders. 

The  state  also  wants  a national  organization  of  state  veterinarians  to 


endorse  the  federal  policy  before  it  will  be  accepted  by  Montana 
livestock  officials.  The  U.S.  Animal  Health  Association  opposes  the 
federal  policy. 

In  a letter  to  Gov.  Marc  Racicot  this  week,  Marc  Bridges,  acting 
executive  officer  for  the  Livestock  Board,  said  those  conditions  have 
not  been  met. 

The  department  will  continue  to  manage  bison  through  a combination  of 
hazing,  capture  and  slaughter,  he  said. 

The  issue  of  Yellowstone  bison  management  has  been  hotly  debated  for 
years,  but  intensified  after  the  harsh  winter  of  1996-97  when  almost 
1,100  bison  were  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter  during  a mass  migration. 

So  far  this  winter,  364  bison  have  been  hazed  back  into  the  park.  Two 
capture  operations  earlier  this  month  near  West  Yellowstone  netted  19 
animals.  Thirteen  of  those  tested  positive  for  brucellosis  and  were  sent 
to  slaughter;  the  others  were  released. 

Another  trap  is  under  construction  nearby  and  is  expected  to  be 
operating  by  the  end  of  next  week,  said  Rob  Tierney,  acting  head  of  the 
agency's  brands  inspection  division  and  supervisor  of  bison  operations 
in  the  West  Yellowstone  area. 

The  portable  100-by-300-foot  trap  will  be  on  Gallatin  National  Forest 
land  and  cost  between  $5,000  to  $10,000. 

Gertonson  said  the  state  expects  to  get  $225,000  from  the  federal 
government  to  help  pay  operating  costs  of  the  capture  facility. 

Copyright  1999  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may 
not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten,  or  redistributed. 

Updated:  Friday,  January  22,  1999 
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"RE : Bill  May  Change  Low-Level  Nuke  Regs"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Jan  1999  09:45:47  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : They're  at  it  again!!! 

UUCP  email 

I ask  - When  will  they  ever  learn?  Do  these  people  really  care  so  little 
for  our  lives,  the  lives  of  our  children,  the  very  life  of  this  Mother 
Earth?  This  insanity  must  stop!!! 

We,  the  people,  must  be  the  voice  of  reason.  We,  the  people,  must  stop 
the  desecration  and  destruction  of  Mother  Earth.  There  are  three  things-- 
very  easy  things--each  of  us  can  do. 

#1  Pray--the  power  of  pray  is  the  power  of  the  people.  It  makes  no 
difference  to  whom  you  pray  or  how;  only  that  you  do. 

#2  Educate--share  your  knowledge  with  everyone  you  know.  Print  out 
important  messages  like  the  one  below  and  share  it  with  those  that  do  not 
have  e-mail.  The  more  knowledge  the  people  have  the  stronger  they  are. 

#3  Make  your  voice  heard--write  those  letters,  make  those  calls.  Even  a 
couple  of  strong  statements  on  a postcard  will  make  a difference. 

I thank  Creator  for  each  and  every  one  of  you  out  there  and  for  all  of 
the  work  that  you  do.  May  he  watch  over  you  and  bless  you  all  the  days  of 
your  lives. 

Molly 

January  22,  1999 

Bill  may  change  nuke  law  Low-level  radioactive  waste  storage  in  Andrews 
possible 

By  Greg  Harman  Odessa  American 

A bill  filed  last  week  by  state  Rep.  Pete  Gallego,  D-Alpine,  could  pave 
the  way  for  low-level  radioactive  waste  to  be  stored  in  Andrews  County. 

Most  importantly  for  Pasadena-based  Waste  Control  Specialists  and  Utah- 
based  Envirocare  of  Texas,  House  Bill  674  would  require  the  state  to 
contract  with  a private  company  for  the  disposal  of  low-level  radioactive 


waste  from  Texas,  Maine  and  Vermont. 

WCS,  which  operates  a storage  and  treatment  facility  for  hazardous  waste 
in  Andrews  County,  and  Envirocare  of  Texas,  which  recently  applied  for  a 
similar  permit  from  the  state,  both  want  the  right  to  dispose  of  low-level 
radioactive  waste. 

State  law  makes  it  illegal  for  private  companies  to  dispose  of 
radioactive  waste  in  Texas.  That  responsibility  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Texas  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste  Disposal  Authority. 

Gallego's  bill  would  change  that. 

The  bill  also  proposes  to  reduce  the  size,  budget  and  authority  of  the 
Texas  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste  Disposal  Authority.  It  would  abolish  the 
"box"  that  has  required  the  state's  "compact"  waste  to  be  disposed  of  in 
Hudspeth  County,  opening  the  rest  of  Texas  as  possible  sites.  And  it  would 
allow  the  contracted  company  to  hold  its  own  license. 

The  bill  doesn't  require  the  proposed  compact  waste  site  to  be  placed  in 
Andrews  County,  but  it  could  be  amended  to  do  so,  said  WCS  executive  vice 
president  Ron  Hance. 

Hance  said  he  suspects  that  an  amendment  will  be  added  to  the  bill  that 
would  "box,"  or  limit,  radioactive  waste  disposal  to  Andrews  County  when 
the  legislation  reaches  conference  committee  later  in  the  session. 

"With  an  amendment,  you  could  put  that  box  in  easily,"  he  said. 

Rick  lacoby,  general  manager  for  the  Texas  Low-Level  Waste  Disposal 
Authority,  warned  that  an  "unintended  consequence"  of  the  bill  might 
include  opening  the  state  to  a wider  variety  of  radioactive  materials  from 
states  other  than  the  three  compact  states. 

"Texas  went  through  a lot  of  trouble  to  shut  the  door  (on  that  waste)  by 
forming  the  compact,"  said  lacoby. 

Other  wastes  that  the  contracted  company  could  dispose  of  include  waste 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  uranium  mining  and  the  domestic  oil 
and  gas  industry,  he  said. 

The  bill  also  would  reduce  the  staff  at  the  Authority,  lacoby  said.  The 
staff  would  probably  be  compensated  by  an  increase  of  staff  at  the  Texas 
Natural  Resource  Conservation  Commission,  he  said. 

lohn  Kyte,  an  attorney  representing  WCS,  said  WCS  officials  had 
contributed  to  the  contents  of  the  bill. 

"Representative  Gallego  was  interested  in  drafting  a bill  that  would 
allow  the  compact  to  be  moved,"  said  Kyte.  "We're  happy  to  see  it 
introduced . " 

Gallego  said  HB  674  was  not  tailored  specifically  for  the  waste  industry, 
but  was  inspired  by  "bits  and  pieces"  from  various  entities,  including 
environmental  interests. 

"I've  allowed  anybody  who  had  an  interest  in  this  to  bend  my  ear  a 
little,"  he  said. 

But  Gallego's  primary  interest  was  to  move  the  proposed  low-level 
radioactive  waste  site  away  from  Hudspeth  County  - and  out  of  his  district, 
he  said. 

Andrews  County  is  welcome  to  the  compact  site  if  it  wants  it,  he  said. 

"I  don't  have  a problem  with  Andrews  County.  If  you  have  a willing  buyer 
and  a willing  seller,  it's  a deal,"  he  said. 

Hudspeth  County  is  a willing  seller  and  Andrews  County  may  be  that 
willing  buyer,  he  said. 

"We've  spent  about  $50  million  as  a state  and  we  don't  have  anything  to 
show  for  it,"  so  it  is  time  to  "let  private  enterprise  have  a chance  at  it, 
" Gallego  said. 

WCS  sought  and  failed  to  overturn  the  state  restriction  on  private 
companies  in  1995,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Texas  Legislature. 

After  pressing  its  argument  in  the  U.S.  District  courts,  WCS'  case 
finally  was  rejected  by  a federal  appeals  court  in  May  of  1998.  A 
favorable  ruling  would  have  allowed  the  company  to  bid  on  DOE  waste. 

Dan  Morales,  then  the  attorney  general,  termed  the  suit  an  attempt  to 
"dictate  waste  management  policy"  and  "evade  Texas  law." 

Kyte  said  Morales'  arguments  were  rejected  by  the  court. 

"WCS  has  never  sought  to  avoid  state  law  or  state  regulation,"  he  said. 

The  WCS  lawsuit  is  awaiting  trial  in  Federal  District  Court  in  Wichita 
Falls,  Kyte  said. 


Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. green act ion .org 

"RE : Basic  Health  Care  Missing"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Han  1999  08:39:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions  <brooke@hills . net> 
Sub j : Basic  Health  Care  Missing 


Dateline:  Sat,  Dan.  16,  1999 

Basic  health  care  often  denied  Indians,  say  tribes 

by  LAURA  MECKLER 
The  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON  --  The  basic  health  care  provided  to  millions  of  Americans 
is  routinely  denied  Indians  as  chronic  financial  troubles  force  their 
federal  health  system  to  deny  services  when  money  runs  out  part-way 
through  the  year. 

Now,  after  years  of  neglect  and  stepped-up  lobbying  from  outside,  the 
Clinton  administration  is  set  to  ask  Congress  for  major  new  spending. 

Sometimes,  the  lack  of  money  means  postponed  gallbladder  or  cataract 
surgery.  Other  times,  it  means  a doctor  worried  about  a patient's  weak 
heart  can't  send  him  or  her  to  a specialist. 

"They  do  know  how  to  ration  care,"  said  Yvette  Doseph-Fox  of  the 
Indian  Health  Board,  a private  group  that  represents  the  nation's  tribes 

American  Indians  and  Alaskan  native  people  are  entitled  to  free  health 
care  under  treaties  signed  with  the  federal  government  in  exchange  for 
land.  But  that  care  is  far  below  what's  provided  to  poor  people  in  the 
federal  Medicaid  program  - not  to  mention  what  private  insurance  offers. 

The  administration's  plan  comes  after  criticism  from  the  Republican- 
controlled  Congress  and  Indian  groups  --  and  after  increased  lobbying 
from  Indian  groups  who  have  become  more  savvy  at  working  the  system. 

President  Clinton  plans  to  ask  Congress  for  an  increase  of  about  $175 
million,  an  8 percent  jump  over  this  year's  $2.2  billion  budget,  according 
to  administration  officials  who  spoke  on  condition  of  anonymity. 

The  president  also  wants  to  increase  the  rates  paid  by  Medicare  and 
Medicaid  to  reimburse  Indian  hospitals  --  spending  that  falls  outside 
the  regular  budget. 

The  White  House  had  even  considered  a much  bigger  $500  million  increase 
pushed  by  Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary  Donna  Shalala. 

It's  a striking  request  for  an  administration  that  asked  for  a meager 
0.9  percent  increase  for  1999. 

"They  should  have  been  embarrassed  by  what  they  did  last  year,"  said 
Rep.  Ralph  Regula,  R-Ohio,  who  chairs  the  House  subcommittee  that 
appropriates  the  money.  His  committee  upped  the  administration's  request 
for  a $19  million  increase  to  $141  million. 

The  Indian  system  saw  healthy  budget  increases  in  the  early  1990s, 
but  it's  budget  for  the  last  several  years  has  been  stagnant. 

The  ramifications  are  plain: 

[*]  In  1997,  the  health  service  spent  an  average  of  $1,382  a person  - 
less  than  half  the  $3,261  spent  per  person  nationally. 

[*]  In  1982,  there  were  nearly  100  doctors  for  every  100,000  Indian 
people;  by  1994,  fewer  than  90.  That  compares  with  229  doctors  for  every 
100,000  people  nationally. 

It's  a group  with  many  needs:  One  in  three  Indians  lives  below  the 


poverty  line. 

While  tuberculosis  has  been  treatable  for  decades,  Indians  are  five 
times  as  likely  to  die  from  it  than  are  Americans  as  a whole.  They're 
more  than  four  times  as  likely  to  die  of  liver  disease  and  three  times 
as  likely  to  die  of  diabetes  --  deaths  preventable  with  proper  care. 

"People  are  suffering  and  dying  premature  deaths,  due  in  large  part 
to  reductions  in  Indian  Health  Service  spending,"  Buford  Rolin,  chairman 
of  the  National  Indian  Health  Board,  told  a Senate  committee  last  year. 


Copied  from  the  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer 

- — "RE:  Mendota  Mdewankanton  Update"  

Date:  23  Dan  1999  10:43:34  +0100 

From:  bbh@breadandroses.too  (Big  Bill  Haywood) 

Sub j : Mendota  Mdewankanton:  court  update 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
1/21/99 

The  following  email  is  from  Doe  Hill. 

*PLEASE  FORWARD* 

News  from  the  Highway  55  Stop  the  Reroute  campaign: 

We  went  to  court  today.  Charges  were  dropped  on  all  but  7 
defendants  (including  myself)  who  were  arrested  at  the  Highway  55 
reroute  site  on  December  20th. 

The  remaining  defendants  are  charged  with  Obstructing  Legal 
Process  (Misdemeanor).  We  were  offered  a 30-day  stayed  sentence 
and  a $210  fine  for  a guilty  plea,  on  condition  that  we  stay  away 
from  the  site  and  have  no  further  arrests  for  trespassing,  etc. 

We  refused  the  bargain  and  are  scheduled  for  a pre-trial 
conference  on  February  8th. 

There  was  also  a hearing  today  that  might  result  in  a temporary 
restraining  order  to  stop  MnDOT  from  cutting  any  of  the 
threatened  oak  trees  or  disturbing  the  Dakota  sacred  sites  -- 
more  news  on  that  as  available. 

Copies  of  MSP  IWW's  pamphlet  "People's  Power:  Militant  Unions  and 
the  Minnehaha  Free  State"  are  being  distributed  pretty  widely 
among  the  more  militant  AFL-CIO  types,  according  to  FW  Bob 
Greenberg.  We  may  have  to  print  more  soon.  Let  us  know  if  you'd 
like  a copy. 

It's  also  available  online: 

http : //members . aol . com/noreroute/wobblies . htm 

There  was  a community  speak-out  on  Friday,  Dan.  15th.  Clyde 
Bellecourt,  Marv  Davidov,  State  Rep.  Karen  Clark  (my  neighbor), 
Michael  Haney  and  others  gave  speeches,  as  did  many  of  the  people 
arrested  Dec.  20th.  I spoke  about  my  arrest  and  the  police 
brutality  I experienced,  about  the  IWW,  the  reason  I chose  to  use 
the  name  "Doe  Hill"  and  the  need  for  a radical  labor  movement 
that  will  demand  the  kind  of  changes  we  need  for  a healthy 
society. 

Initial  plans  to  broadcast  the  speakout  live  on  Free  Radio  Twin 
Cities  were  cancelled;  however,  someone  taped  the  speakout  and  it 
will  probably  go  on  the  air  in  the  future. 

Thanks  for  all  the  support  fellow  workers  have  given  us  in  this 
fight, 
solidarity, 

Sam  Adams  X345872 
MSP  IWW 


"RE : Chiapas  Religious  Crusade/Government  Charade 

Date:  Thu,  21  Dan  1999  15:09:35  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


Sub j : Chiapas,  Mexico:  Religious  Crusade/Government  Charade 


-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published 
by  the  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more 
information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging  trends 
that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere 
visit  our  website.  URL:  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Chiapas,  Mexico:  Religious  Crusade/Government  Charade 
By  Susan  Rinderle 

The  Crusades  recalls  the  period  during  the  Middle  Ages  when  armies 
waged  religious  war  for  gold  and  glory  as  much  as  for  God,  when  nations 
invaded  each  other  for  idealistic  and  individualistic  tenets.  Centuries 
later,  religious  battles  still  rage  in  places  like  Belfast  and  the  West 
Bank-and,  some  say,  in  the  southern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  But 
other  claim  this  so-called  crusade  is  actually  an  exaggerated  government 
charade,  similar  to  the  ancient  holy  wars  only  in  its  sack-and-pillage, 
divide-and-conquer  politics. 

On  Ian.  1,  1994,  the  day  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  went 
into  effect,  armed  indigenous  Maya  overtook  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas, 
a large  colonial  city  in  the  heart  of  indigenous  Chiapas,  protesting 
government  apathy  in  fighting  the  poverty  and  injustice  that  Mayan 
communities  face  daily.  Thus  began  the  conflict  between  the  ruling-party 
government  of  the  PRI  (Partido  Revolucionario  Institucional)  and  the  EZLN 
(Ejercito  Zapatista  de  Liberacion  Nacional)  rebels,  named  for  Mexican 
Revolution  leader  Emiliano  Zapata,  and  sometimes  supported  politically  by 
the  leftist  PRD  (Partido  de  la  Revolucin  Democrtica),  one  of  the  PRI ' s 
two  main  opposition  parties.  For  four  years,  this  undeclared  war  has  been 
the  object  of  intense  international  scrutiny  and  debate,  a major  issue  in 
domestic  Mexican  politics  and  a source  of  much  human  pain. 

In  Chiapas,  this  pain  did  not  begin  in  1994.  Centuries  of  political, 
physical,  economic  and  spiritual  domination  by  a pantheon  of  players 
has  left  Chiapas  in  a terrible  predicament.  One  of  the  largest  states  in 
Mexico,  it  ranks  eighth  in  population  with  3.6  million  inhabitants  (1997). 
According  to  1990  census  data,  22  percent  of  those  inhabitants  speak 
an  indigenous  language,  the  second  highest  rate  nationwide.  Of  those, 
nearly  a third,  or  a full  7 percent  of  the  state's  population,  speak  only 
their  indigenous  language  and  no  Spanish,  the  largest  percentage  of  any 
Mexican  state.  Chiapas  also  has  the  lowest  school  attendance  rate  and 
highest  illiteracy  rate,  at  30  percent  of  those  over  15,  with  only  23 
percent  possessing  post-elementary  school  education. 

While  the  people  are  uneducated,  poor,  culturally  isolated  and  living 
primarily  in  small  rural  communities  with  little  or  no  infrastructure, 
Chiapas  is  one  of  the  Mexican  states  most  abundant  in  natural  resources, 
with  profitable  agro-industry  and  ranching,  the  richest  aquifer  resources 
nationwide,  and  major  government  investment  in  raw  material.  Ironically, 
the  state  and  its  inhabitants,  historically  displaced  and  robbed  of  their 
lands,  have  long  supported  wealth  in  other  regions,  while  frustrating 
officials  and  the  academics  who  feel  the  indigenous  agrarian  way  of  life 
impedes  modernization  and  progress. 

Chiapas  is  also  unique  in  its  religious  demographics.  Last  year,  67.6 
percent  of  the  state's  inhabitants  identified  themselves  as  Catholics, 
compared  to  89.7  percent  nationally.  The  percentage  that  claim  to  be 
Protestant  or  evangelical  is  the  highest  in  Mexico.  Lately  religious 
affiliation  has  graduated  from  being  just  another  demographic  affected 
by  the  conflict  in  Chiapas  to  become  a cause. 

Many  chiapanecos  deny  there  is  a religious  crusade.  Religious  expression 
can  be  merely  symptomatic  of  deeper  antagonism.  But  the  religious  tinge 
to  the  Chiapan  conflict  is  emphasized  by  some  scapegoating  officials  as 
dialogue  with  the  EZLN  stagnates  and  fingers  point  following  the 
massacre  of  45  men,  women  and  children  in  the  town  of  Acteal  on 
December  22,  1997. 

Nevertheless,  religious  rancor  exists,  with  two  main  groups  of  players: 
parish  Catholics  loyal  to  the  diocese  and  a variety  of  evangelical 


Protestant  groups.  Other  participants  include  a group  of  dissident 
Catholics  and  the  "traditionalist"  Catholics  who  practice  a syncretism 
of  Catholicism  with  ancient  indigenous  beliefs  tied  to  the  land  and  cycle 
of  life.  Acteal  is  a case  study  in  confusion  and  political  posturing. 

Some  say  the  massacre  was  the  revenge  of  Protestant  Presbyterians 
on  politically  neutral  diocese  Catholics  for  allegedly  killing  some  of 
their  own.  Others  say  a religiously  mixed  group  took  revenge  on 
PRD/zapatista  supporters  for  killing  dissenters.  Many  say  it  was  an 
unprovoked  attack  on  an  indigenous  community  by  a paramilitary  group 
backed  unofficially  by  the  PRI  government  as  part  of  an  active, 
systematic  strategy  to  intimidate  rural  indigenous  communities  in 
Chiapas . 

As  in  any  conflict,  the  oppressed  are  not  without  division.  Evangelicals 
often  support  the  PRI,  but  the  PRI-linked  paramilitary  groups  are 
generally  led  by  anti-diocese  Conservative  Catholics.  Chiapans  loyal  to 
the  diocese  tend  to  support  the  PRD  and  Zapatistas.  In  fact.  Bishop 
Samuel  Ruiz  of  the  Diocese  of  San  Cristobal  has  been  accused  of  being 
pro-zapatista  and  biased  in  his  role  as  president  of  CONAI,  a governmental 
commission  designed  to  mediate  the  conflict.  The  PRI-supported 
anti-evangelical  and  anti-diocese  municipal  leaders  of  San  Duan  Chamula 
have  expelled  more  than  32,000  mostly-Presbyterian  evangelicals  in  the 
last  20  years,  starting  long  before  the  EZLN's  appearance. 

Guadalupe  Bolom,  a Tzotzil-Tzeltal  Maya  and  Presbyterian,  directs  the 
Escuela  Dblica  de  Formacin  Integral  in  San  Cristobal,  a community 
religious  center  where  locals,  both  Catholics  and  Protestants  (Mennonites, 
Pentecostals,  Baptists,  Christ  Unitarians  and  Lutherans),  attend 
lectures  on  self-esteem,  human  rights  and  health.  Bolom  says  the 
conflict  in  Chiapas  is  political,  not  religious.  "Of  course  there  has 
been  persecution  [of  evangelicals],"  he  said,  "But  the  press  and  the 
government  sometimes  [mistakenly]  say  the  [armed]  conflict  is  between 
Catholics  and  evangelicals."  Bolom  claimed  Chamulans  expel  evangelicals 
not  because  they  do  not  respect  ancient  indigenous  cultural  traditions  as 
some  Chamulans  said,  but  rather  because  evangelicals  stop  drinking 
alcohol,  bad  business  for  caciques,  an  indigenous  term  which  in  Mexico 
often  means  powerful  local  leaders  who  dominate  the  town  and  own 
liquor-selling  establishments.  "People  free  themselves  from  vice,  start 
working  more,  have  a nice  house,  and  the  caciques  get  mad,"  he  said. 

Others,  of  course,  might  disagree.  Evangelicals  are  known  for  severe 
intolerance  for  traditional  indigenous  beliefs. 

Bolom  converted  from  Catholicism  15  years  ago.  He  sids  many  indigenous 
people  are  converting  because  of  poverty,  since  there  is  no  money  for 
doctors  or  medicine,  evangelicals  pray  over  the  sick,  and  when  the  sick 
recover,  "that  very  thing  makes  one  believe  in  God."  What  about 
practitioners  of  ancient  Mayan  religion?  "There  are  very  few  Maya 
traditionalists  left,"  claimed  Bolom.  "[The  religion]  is  very  mixed  with 
Catholicism-there  no  longer  is  a pure,  natural  culture."  Chamulans 
often  practice  ancient  holistic  rites  with  plants  and  animals  in  Catholic 
churches  before  images  of  Catholic  saints.  To  Maya  traditionists,  this 
often  represents  an  adaptability  by  their  culture,  rather  than  displacement. 

Like  many,  however,  Bolom  believes  the  killings  at  Acteal  were  the 
vengeful  culmination  of  a community  feud  over  access  to  land,  a valuable 
commodity.  He  heard  the  killers  were  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  but 
the  massacred  were  Zapatistas  supporters.  He  blamed  politics  over 
religion.  "The  Presbyterian  Church  makes  a big  mistake  when  they  say 
the  best  party  is  the  PRI,"  he  stated.  "Many  pastors  preach  this,  but  I 
don't  agree  with  the  mechanization  and  closing  of  people's  minds.  Both 
parties  have  defects  and  virtues."  He  added  that  many  evangelical 
churches  and  organizations  are  overly  spiritual,  preaching  about  the 
soul  and  heaven  without  concern  for  reality. 

Overemphasis  on  the  abstract  and  the  afterlife  is  what  concerns  the  Rev. 
Lucius  Walker,  a Baptist  minister  for  40  years  and  cofounder  of  the 
Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organizing  in  1967.  Dedicated  to 
a biblical  mandate  to  actively  help  those  in  need  and  promote  worldwide 
justice.  Walker  has  been  to  Chiapas  repeatedly  since  1994  and  minimizes 
the  religious  conflict.  "[The  bishops]  as  Roman  Catholics  seem  to  have  a 


very  positive  relationship  with  the  indigenous  religious  communities/'  he 
said,  "I  think  the  conflict  is  not  religious,  it's  political  and  economic. 
If  the  government  implemented  the  San  Andrs  Accords,  they'd  be  surprised 
how  quickly  the  religious  problems  go  away."  The  San  Andrs  Larrinzar 
Accords,  signed  Feb.  16,  1996,  by  the  EZLN  and  Congressional  negotiators, 
outlined  the  Zapatistas'  demands  for  indigenous  community  autonomy  and 
respect  for  their  collectivist  legal  and  economic  ways  of  life.  The 
accords,  never  implemented,  gradually  faded  from  discussion  after 
President  Ernesto  Zedillo's  counterproposals  were  rejected  by  the  EZLN. 

Walker  is  concerned  about  the  ultra-fundamentalism  of  many  Protestant 
groups  in  Chiapas,  because  they  give  followers  false  hope  and  distraction, 
preaching  about  saving  souls  and  otherworldly  matters  rather  than 
helping  improve  a community's  social,  political  and  economic  reality. 

Such  one-dimensionality  is  harmful,  he  said,  and  gives  people  an  escape 
rather  than  a mandate  to  take  action  for  their  own  sake.  "In  a lot  of 
poor  communities,  in  the  U.S.  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  this  takes 
people's  attention  away  from  their  ugly  reality  that  they  think  they 
can't  change,"  he  said. 

In  an  eerie  statement  reminiscent  of  Conquest  philosophy,  evangelical 
pastor  Esdras  Alonso  was  quoted  in  the  Mexican  newsmagazine  Proceso 
as  saying:  "We  finally  reached  where  the  Catholic  Church  couldn't  in  500 
years.  The  armed  conflict  in  Chiapas  favored  us,  since  it  turned 
everything  upside  down  and  weakened  caciques  and  the  PRI  structure 
that  is  today  losing  control  of  San  Juan  Chamula.  We  knew  to  take 
advantage  of  the  conflict...  The  evangelical  presence  will  soon  be  the 
majority  in  this  zone."  Currently  there  are  7,000  pastors  in  5,000 
Protestant  temples  in  Chiapas,  consisting  mostly  of  Presbyterian, 

Nazarene,  Baptist,  Biblical,  Apostolic  and  Pentecostal  denominations. 
Proceso  further  quoted  Alonso  as  saying,  "Unlike  other  churches  . . . like 
Mormons  or  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  we  don't  go  only  for  the  conquest  of 
souls.  We  try  to  be  a participative  social  force.  In  this  sense  we  are  a 
sleeping  giant  about  to  awaken." 

This  giant  is  restless,  feared,  and  at  odds  with  Catholics,  who  said 
evangelicals  are  responsible  for  closing,  destroying  or  profaning  more 
than  30  Catholic  churches  in  recent  months,  evangelicals  said  they 
were  closed  by  cacique-led  Catholics  opposed  to  Bishop  Ruz.  Catholics 
allegedly  burned  two  Protestant  churches  last  April.  Six  important 
evangelical  leaders  have  been  murdered  in  the  north  in  the  last  two 
years,  supposedly  by  caciques  for  freeing  people  from  profitable  vices. 

And  Bishop  Ruz  provided  shelter  for  expelled  Chamulan  evangelicals, 
thereby  coming  under  fire  from  dissident  Catholics  consisting  primarily 
of  powerful  families  who  disagree  with  Liberation  Theology  and  the 
diocese's  work  with  the  poor  and  indigenous. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  remains  a major  force  in  Chiapas,  with  three 
dioceses  encompassing  48  parishes  and  four  missionary  centers.  However, 
the  faith  has  changed  in  a way  that  requires  more  commitment.  Padre 
Felipe  Toussaint,  General  Vicar  of  San  Cristobal,  said,  "In  some  places, 
being  an  active  Catholic  implies  entering  into  opposition  with  neighbors 
and  even  one's  own  family.  Government  campaigns  are  generating  anti-parish 
Catholicism  in  some  sectors."  In  addition,  the  government  has  expelled 
foreign  priests.  Any  religious  conflict  in  Chiapas  is  not  unique  to  the 
region,  he  said,  but  rather  a characteristic  of  the  entire  country, 
where  increasingly  aggressive  evangelicals  aim  to  convert  Catholics. 

Toussaint  said  that  in  every  exchange  with  other  churches  and  religious 
groups,  all  have  agreed  the  conflict  is  not  religious,  but  political  and 
military.  "The  state  government  has  invested  a lot  in  publicity  to  make 
the  political  conflict  look  religious,"  said  Toussaint,  "It's  evident  that 
a radical  political  conflict  such  as  that  lived  in  Chiapas  crosses  all 
dimensions  of  human  life  and,  therefore,  affects  religion.  What  would 
be  serious  would  be  religious  leaders  using  religious  space  to  favor  a 
certain  political  tendency  or  integrating  religious  elements  in  political 
choices."  In  fact,  some  Catholic  leaders  are  not  so  worried  about  the 
expansion  of  evangelicals  as  by  their  propensity  to  manipulation 
by  political  forces. 

In  a visit  to  Chiapas  in  April,  President  Zedillo  spoke  to  mayors  of 


32  municipalities  and  to  hundreds  of  indigenous  people,  asking  CONAI  to 
show  its  true  intentions,  doubting  that  the  commission  is  truly 
interested  in  assisting  the  indigenous.  He  was  quoted  on  the  April  29 
front  page  of  conservative  newspaper  Ocho  Columnas  as  saying:  "What 
is  their  motivation,  is  it  ambition  for  power,  religious  ambitions,  that 
have  very  little  to  do  with  the  solution  of  human  pain  embodied  in 
poverty  and  violence?"  Zedillo  on  other  occasions  has  publicly  denounced 
violence  as  a solution  to  the  conflict,  saying  that  the  government  does 
not  believe  in,  nor  use,  such  methods,  nor  "theology  of  violence," 
subtly  pointing  the  finger  at  Liberation-Theologists  and  Bishop  Ruz. 

This  runs  contrary  to  reports  of  government  violence  and  repression. 
Following  the  gradual  expulsion  of  201  foreigners  for  alleged  political 
involvement  in  Chiapas  during  1996  and  1997,  the  world's  attention  was 
caught  by  a single  incident  which  captured  government  efforts  to  bury 
parts  of  the  truth.  On  April  11  during  a pre-dawn  raid  of  the  hamlet  of 
Taniperlas,  12  foreigners  were  forcefully  removed,  intimidated  with  threats 
of  violence,  and  deported  the  next  day  without  due  process  guaranteed  by 
international  law.  Officials  accused  them  of  helping  establish  an 
illegitimate  autonomous  township  and  thereby  violating  Mexican 
constitutional  article  115,  which  reserves  the  authority  to  establish 
municipal  districts  for  state  governments. 

The  day  before,  deportee  Michael  Sabato,  an  American  citizen  who  spent 
much  of  the  last  three  years  doing  independent  volunteer  work  in  Chiapas, 
finished  installing  a water  system  in  a nearby  community,  and  stopped 
for  the  night  in  Taniperlas,  in  the  autonomous  municipality  of  Ricardo 
Flores  Magn,  on  his  way  out  of  the  area.  The  next  morning,  police  and 
military  stormed  the  town,  beat  Sabato,  three  companions  and  eight  other 
foreigners  with  U.S.-made  M-16s  and  deported  them  for  allegedly  helping 
found  the  rebel  municipality,  which  was  established  months  earlier. 

Sabato,  married  to  a Mexican  national,  is  prohibited  from  ever  returning 
to  Mexico.  He  believes  he  was  deported  for  witnessing  what  the  military 
did  in  Taniperlas.  Contrary  to  what  government  officials  said  about 
police  being  unarmed,  respecting  a truce  begun  months  earlier  and  not 
working  with  paramilitary  groups,  Sabato  claimed  he  saw  unprovoked 
soldiers  seal  off  Taniperlas  and  burn  homes  and  coffee  fields  in  tandem 
with  police  carrying  fully  automatic  weapons.  He  is  now  lobbying  the 
U.S.  Congress  to  reconsider  military  funding  for  Mexico,  overturn  his 
expulsion  and  examine  the  application  of  Mexican  constitutional  article 
33,  used  to  justify  the  expulsions,  which  may  violate  international 
treaties.  Meanwhile,  after  expelling  a group  of  40  Italians  on  May  9, 
and  reiterating  that  law-abiding  foreigners  are  always  welcome,  Mexican 
officials  have  since  placed  severe  restrictions  on  international 
observers . 

Sabato  also  believes  the  government  wanted  to  test  the  hard  line  against 
foreigners.  Two  months  earlier,  high-profile  television  reporter  Lolita 
de  la  Vega,  wife  of  an  influential  former  politician,  visited  zapatista 
stronghold  La  Realidad  on  Friday,  February  13  in  an  army  helicopter 
and  broadcast  footage  Sunday  on  her  evening  program,  Hablemos  Claro. 

She  told  the  press  that  she  saw  numerous  foreigners  and  that  they  were 
the  ones  in  charge.  However,  no  foreigners  with  weapons  appeared  in  the 
news  footage  and  de  la  Vega  never  left  the  helicopter,  which  frightened 
locals  and  tore  the  roof  off  a school  upon  takeoff,  injuring  two  children. 

The  PRI,  ruling  for  over  70  years,  is  declining  in  power  and  has  now  lost 
the  majority  in  Congress.  Mexico  City's  mayor  is  PRD  and  so  is  the  city's 
legislative  assembly.  Distorting  the  roles  of  the  players  in  the  Chiapan 
conflict,  a major  issue  on  the  domestic  agenda,  critics  say,  benefits  the 
staggering  party.  They  point  to  an  official  rhetoric  that  has  gradually 
refocused  the  conflict  from  the  PRI  and  its  army  versus  the  EZLN,  to 
conflict  between  communities,  so  the  government  appears  the  conciliator 
and  ceases  being  a protagonist. 

This  divide-and-conquer  counter-insurgency  strategy,  of  blaming 
foreigners  and  scapegoating  churches,  empties  dialogue  of  meaningful 
representative  discussion  about  the  real  issues.  The  religious  crusade  in 
Chiapas,  critics  say,  is  only  a PRI-orchestrated  charade  that  exacerbates 
the  problem. 
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OFF-RESERVE  ABORIGINALS  UNHAPPY  WITH  FUNDING  PLANS 
Canadian  Press,  January  18,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  --  A paltry  amount  of  cash  Ottawa  would  spend  on  Metis  and 
off-reserve  aboriginals  under  a proposed  funding  plan  is  proof  of  its 
reluctance  to  take  responsibility  for  their  affairs,  say  aboriginal  groups. 
A memorandum  to  cabinet  detailing  a proposed  four-year,  $577.2  million 
funding  commitment  includes  only  $9  million  over  the  next  three  years  for 
Metis  and  off-reserve  Indians  --  with  no  plans  for  renewal. 

The  proposal  from  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  is  intended  to 
follow  up  on  commitments  made  to  Canada's  aboriginals  in  a January  1998 
response  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples.  The  reference  to 
funding  for  non-reserve  aboriginals  in  the  document  mentions  the 
longstanding  federal  position  that  Metis  and  off-reserve  aboriginal  people 
"are  primarily  a provincial  responsibility."  But  representatives  of 
non-reserve  aboriginals  say  that  policy  is  discriminatory  and  is  not  based 
in  law. 

Off-reserve  and  Metis  aboriginals  are  getting  caught  in  a jurisdictional 
fight  and  their  needs  in  social  programming,  housing,  welfare  and  health 
are  not  being  addressed,  says  the  president  of  the  Congress  of  Aboriginal 
Peoples.  "These  people  are  left  out  of  the  mix,  they're  not  being  serviced 
by  anybody,"  Harry  Daniels  said  from  Regina. 

Gerald  Morin,  president  of  the  Metis  National  Council,  says  Ottawa  should 
give  the  Metis  rights  similar  to  those  of  aboriginals  living  on  reserves. 
"We're  going  to  be  entering  a new  century,  and  we  still  haven't  been  dealt 
with  fairly  by  the  federal  government,"  he  said  Monday.  "The  time  has  come 
to  break  away  from  the  old  patterns  of  discrimination  that  has  been  there 
from  day  one  . . . and  strike  a good  faith  agreement  which  is  honourable  for 
both  people." 

The  Metis  National  Council  and  Ottawa  agreed  to  hold  consultations  on  a 
Metis  action  plan.  However,  Morin  says  the  jurisdiction  issue  --  the 
biggest  stumbling  block  in  negotiations  --  may  have  to  be  resolved  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  The  Metis  have  been  very  active  in  the  courts  in 
the  past  five  years 
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Native  Hawaiians  To  Elect  Delegates  for  Sovereignty  Convention 

Some  want  monarchy  restored 

.c  The  Associated  Press  (National  Release) 
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January  15,  1999 
By  RON  STATON 

HONOLULU  (AP)  --  Imprisoned  in  her  palace  bedroom.  Queen  Lili' uokalani  was 
given  an  ultimatum  in  1895:  abdicate  the  throne  or  her  followers  would  face 
a firing  squad. 

"For  myself,  I would  have  chosen  death  rather  than  to  have  signed  it," 
the  eighth  Hawaiian  monarch  later  wrote.  But  she  felt  she  had  no  choice. 

Her  signature  forever  relinquished  the  monarchy  begun  in  1810  by  Kamehameha 

I. 

Now,  more  than  a century  later,  some  native  Hawaiians  want  the  crown 
restored,  others  want  their  own  nation  and  still  others  would  like  to  see 
something  akin  to  an  Indian  reservation  for  ancestors  of  the  original 
islanders . 

No  one  seriously  worries  about  insurrection,  but  the  sovereignty  movement 
in  Hawaii  is  real,  and  native  Hawaiians  will  cast  votes  Sunday  to  select 
the  people  who  will  shape  it. 

"Sovereignty  is  a trail  Hawaiians  have  been  traveling  actively  for  25 
years  and  even  longer  since  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy,"  said  Kaipo 
Kincaid,  executive  director  of  Ha  Hawaii  <http://www.ha-hawaii.com>, 
sponsor  of  the  election.  "This  is  a journey  we  are  taking  --  all  of  us." 

About  100,000  native  Hawaiians  are  eligible  to  elect  delegates  to  a 
sovereignty  convention  planned  for  this  summer.  The  convention,  organizers 
hope,  will  set  specific  goals  for  the  sovereignty  movement. 

The  process  began  three  years  ago  when  the  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections 
Council  mailed  ballots  to  81,507  registered  native  Hawaiians.  Less  than 
half  voted,  but  73  percent  of  those  who  returned  ballots  favored  electing 
delegates  to  a convention. 

A total  of  156  Hawaiians  are  competing  for  85  seats  at  the  convention. 
Results  of  Sunday's  vote  are  to  be  announced  Jan.  27. 

Opponents  call  process  "kiss  of  death" 

Not  all  native  Hawaiians  support  the  push  for  sovereignty.  Some  question 
the  legitimacy  of  a process  begun  by  less  than  half  of  qualified  voters. 

Kina' u Boyd  Kamali'i,  a former  trustee  of  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs 
<http://www.oha.org>,  an  agency  charged  with  looking  out  for  the  interests 
of  native  Hawaiians,  said  the  election  should  meet  minimum  requirements, 
including  having  ballots  cast  by  a majority  of  registered  native  Hawaiian 
voters . 

Ha  Hawaii  ("ha"  means  "breath"  in  Hawaiian)  succeeded  the 
state-appointed  Sovereignty  Elections  Council 

<http://www.planet-hawaii.com/hseo  --  and  Kamali'i  said  any  process 
started  by  state  appointees  is  tainted. 

"The  Ha  Hawaii  process  is  not  the  breath  of  life,  but  possibly  the  kiss  of 
death  to  native  Hawaiian  self-government,"  Kamali'i  said  in  a January 
newsletter  from  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs. 

She  also  likened  the  election  to  the  creation  of  the  Republic  of  Hawaii 
after  Lili' uokalani ’ s overthrow. 

"Then,  as  now,  a small  group  of  unelected  individuals  decided  the  process 
and  drafted  a constitution  --  ready  or  not,  wanted  or  not." 

But  Ha  Hawaii  president  Pua' ala  McElhaney  said  the  group's  authority  comes 
from  its  membership  and  supporting  organizations. 

"Can  detractors  have  such  total  lack  of  trust  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Hawaiian  people  to  think  that  all  of  these  groups,  all  of  these  people,  as 
diverse  as  they  are,  are  under  state  control  and  not  know  it?"  McElhaney 
asked . 


Sovereignty  drive  has  roots  in  19th  century 

Sentiment  in  favor  of  sovereignty  has  existed  ever  since  Americans,  Germans 
and  Britons  sacked  Queen  Lili' uokalani ' s government  and  formed  the  Republic 
of  Hawaii  in  1893.  Sugar  planters  then  convinced  the  United  States  to  annex 
Hawaii  in  1898,  despite  opposition  from  native  islanders. 

The  islands  became  a U.S.  territory  in  1900.  Though  Hawaiians  were  U.S. 
citizens,  they  could  not  vote  and  were  represented  by  a congressional 
delegate  who  also  could  not  vote.  Hawaii  became  the  50th  state  in  1959. 

Ha  Hawaii  still  needs  to  raise  about  $3  million  to  hold  the  convention. 
Assuming  fund-raising  targets  are  met,  delegates  will  likely  hold  community 
briefings  and  then  make  recommendations  for  ratification  by  voters,  Kincaid 
said . 

"Over  time,  the  (sovereignty)  discussion  will  weave  a fabric,"  she  said, 

"As  there  is  more  dialogue,  the  predominant  concepts  will  prevail." 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Lest  We  Forget"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Ian  1999  05:53:28  -0600  (CST) 

From:  "Dr.  Eugene  Norman"  <normeu@ourbbs . frvs . org> 

Sub j : Lest  We  Forget 

UUCP  email 

"My  people  are  being  slaughtered..."  Leonard  Peltier  is  in  jail.  The  two 
charged  with  him  were  acquitted  of  murder  many  years  ago.  The  FBI  has 
admitted  that  it  does  not  know  who  killed  their  agents.  It  has  been 
undeniably  established  that  Leonard  was  unjustly  convicted  and  his  appeal 
for  clemency  is  before  President  Clinton. 

But,  somehow,  I think  most-those  not  directly  involved  anyway-have  lost 
sight  of  what  was  going  in  the  days  of  the  Pine  Ridge  fire  fight. 

I herein  post  some  excerpts  from  "Loud  Hawk-The  United  States  Versus  The 
American  Indian  Movement"  by  Kenneth  S.  Stern  (ISBN  0-8061-2587-X, 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press)  and  "Indians  Are  Us-Culture  and  Genocide  in 
Native  North  America"  by  Ward  Churchill  (ISBN  1-56751-020-5,  Common 
Courage  Press)  specifically  excerpted  so  as  to  establish  a "mood."  Please 
forgive  any  typo's.  This  wasn't  scanned. 


Concerning  Loud  Hawk... taken  from  the  jacket: 

"Loud  Hawk  is  a fascinating  and  gripping  account  of  one  of  the  most 
important  instances  of  judicial  repression  in  recent  years-the  thirteen 
years  trial  of  Dennis  Banks,  a founder  of  the  American  Indian  Movement. 
Kenneth  Stern,  a lawyer  in  the  case  who  now  works  for  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  tells  a story  of  FBI  misconduct  and  governmental  vindictiveness 
whose  importance  lies  precisely  in  the  ways  that  it  is  not  unique,  but 
reflective  of  the  ongoing  problems  facing  American  Indians  in  the  United 
States. . .This  book  should  be  required  reading  in  Introduction  to  American 
Political  Science  courses  at  universities,  and  for  every  lawyer  and  judge 
in  the  U.S. "-Michael  Lerner,  Editor,  Tikkun  Magazine. 

Excepting  for  conversation,  I have  not  used  quotation  marks  but,  note 
that  everything  below  is  indeed  quoted  from  each  of  these  books. 

Excerpt  start  from  Loud  Hawk,  pp.  303-306: 

As  we  drove  through  the  Badlands,  which  were  serene  covered  in  white,  I 
dug  the  front  tires  of  our  rental  car  into  the  small  paths  blazed  by  a few 
pickup  trucks  an  old  cars  that  had  come  before.  The  underside  of  our 
Oldsmobile  scraped  snow.  The  car  became  muddy.  I was  glad.  Only  the  FBI 
drove  shiny  cars  on  the  reservation. 

Sue  (not  her  real  name)  and  Candy  Hamilton  (legal  worker  for  the  Wounded 


Knee  Legal  defense  Fund),  both  in  their  thirties  and  both  with  blond  hair, 
had  been  living  on  the  reservation  during  the  mid-1970's. 

"Shit,  everyone  was  armed  back  then,"  Sue  said,  as  Candy  nodded  in 
agreement.  "You'd  be  nuts  not  to.  The  Goons  [Guardians  of  the  Oglala 
Nation]  were  getting  people  tight  and  left.  Even  kids  were  getting  shot. 
And  the  FBI's  were  just  as  bad.  They  didn't  do  shit  to  stop  the  Goons. 
Especially  after  the  two  [FBI  agents]  got  killed,  they  just  went  ape  shit. 

"Maybe  I should  add  you  to  our  witness  list?"  I asked.  Fler  message  was 
good,  and  I could  control  her  language. 

"Shit,"  she  said,  "you  know  the  bombings  after  Dune  26?" 

"Uh-huh,"  I answered.  "You  mean  the  Rushmore  bombing  ad  the  bombing  of 
the  BIA  headquarters  in  Pine  Ridge?" 

"Yeah,"  she  said,  with  a twang  in  her  voice.  "We  had  teams.  The  night  of 
the  BIA  bombing,  there  were  teams  of  us  on  the  res.  One  bomb  was  for 
[Tribal  Chairman  and  chief  Goon]  Dickie  Wilson.  We  were  going  to  blow  him 
up  in  his  house.  But  while  we  were  getting  ready  to  set  the  bomb,  some 
woman  or  kid  got  up  and  was  walking  around.  It  was  3 o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Wilson  never  knew  how  close  he  was  to  buying  it,"  she  said, 
chuckling. 

I said,  "Uh-huh,"  sat  silent  for  a moment,  then  changed  the  subject,  not 
wanting  my  discomfort  to  become  obvious.  As  I drove  I thought  again  about 
what  might  have  been.  The  only  people  the  American  Indian  Movement  had 
killed  were  the  two  FBI  agents,  in  what  was  clearly  a firefight.  A jury  in 
Iowa  had  ruled  that  self-defense.  What  would  the  defense  had  been  if  Dick 
Wilson,  for  all  his  terror  tactics  and  Goons,  had  been  blown  to  pieces 
along  with  his  family? 

I knew  what  Sue  would  say.  "Maybe  Byron  DeSeresa  and  Anna  Mae  would  be 
alive."  Maybe.  Or  maybe  Anna  Mae  had  died  from  the  same  revolutionary 
rationalizations  that  had  lead  a "team"  to  Dick  Wilson's  house  with  a bomb 

I felt  relief  after  dropping  Sue  near  the  town  of  Porcupine.  Rather  than 
concentrate  on  how  easily  events  of  a decade  earlier  might  have  been 
different.  Candy,  Tom,  and  I searched  for  potential  witnesses  to  what  had 
really  occurred.  We  drove  to  the  isolated  houses  and  knocked  on  doors. 
There  were  few  telephones  to  call  ahead  to.  Charlene  was  a woman  in  her 
forties,  living  in  post-Wounded  Knee  prefab,  decomposing  housing.  Nothing 
-inside  or  out-  had  been  painted  in  a decade.  The  floor  was  once  shoddy 
white  linoleum  squares.  Now,  most  were  either  missing  or  broken,  exposing 
the  graying  plywood  below. 

Charlene  greeted  us  warily.  We  pounded  the  snow  off  our  boots  at  the 
door,  removed  them  inside,  and  walked  up  the  half  dozen  stairs  to  the 
living  area.  She  sat  at  her  cracked  formica  kitchen  table,  having 
collected  the  four  usable,  mismatched,  metal  or  wooden  chairs  she  owned. 
She  served  Indian  coffee,  thick  as  I remembered,  in  old,  stained,  blue 
plastic  teacups.  She  smiled  now  and  then  but  never  looked  directly  at  us. 
She  talked  with  Candy,  who  was  gently  prodding  her,  interspersing 
questions  about  the  old  days  with  ones  about  friend  and  their  children. 

Candy  had  told  us  about  Charlene.  She  was  not  AIM.  She  was  simply  and 
Indian  who  wanted  to  live  in  the  tradition  of  the  old  ways  as  fully  as  the 
demands  of  the  new  allowed.  She  was  quiet,  religious,  and  respectful. 

Two  weeks  earlier.  Candy  had  talked  with  Charlene  and  asked  if  she  would 
sign  an  affidavit.  Charlene  had  said  yes  with  a yes  that  meant  yes.  But 
when  Candy  returned  with  a typewritten  draft,  Charlene  said  yes  with  a yes 
that  meant  no.  This  had  happened  with  ten  other  witnesses.  People  would 
talk  privately,  wanting  to  help.  But  to  sign  a piece  of  paper  dredged  up 
old  fears. 

"The  FBI's  will  come,"  Charlene  had  said. 

Candy  had  replied,  "We  can  give  you  a piece  of  paper,  like  in  the  old 
days,  telling  them  that  you  insist  on  your  rights  and  that  unless  they 
have  a warrant  to  search  or  arrest,  they  have  to  leave." 

Charlene  had  looked  down  and  said,  apologetically,  "But  that  won't  stop 
them  from  coming." 

Steenson  and  I were  here  to  listen  and  to  urge  her  to  come  to  Portland 
to  testify.  She  would  do  well;  she  was  straightforward,  honest,  simple, 
soft-spoken,  sincere.  After  an  hour,  she  started  to  open  up.  The  she 
stopped  abruptly,  looking  at  Candy. 


"Are  you  sure  these  guys  aren't  FBIs?"  she  asked. 

Candy  laughed.  "If  they  were,  we'd  have  found  out  a long  time  ago. 

They're  okay,  Charlene." 

"Well,  you  know  what  it  was  like,"  she  started.  "Them  FBIs  was  every 
place,  and  they  never  come  alone.  Always  three,  four,  five  cars  of  'em, 
all  dressed  like  soldiers,  carrying  guns,  running  around  like  they  owned 
the  place. 

"I  got  shoved  around  by  them  many  times.  Many  times  they  come  here, 
asking  questions  about  people,  pushing,  threatening,  pointing  guns.  Even 
at  the  kids.  Four  and  five  and  six  years  old,  had  guns  pointed  at  them. 

"One  time,  I was  in  a sweat,  and  them  FBIs  come,  ripped  open  the  lodge 
in  the  middle  of  a ceremony!  It  was  cold.  All  we  had  was  towels.  They 
pointed  their  big  guns  into  the  sweat  lodge  and  ordered  everybody  out.  I 
don't  know  if  they  were  looking  for  someone  or  just  wanted  to  be  mean. 

But  they  had  no  respect  for  our  ceremonies.  They  come  in,  pointed  their 
guns,  laughed.  If  they  just  wanted  to  freeze  naked  women  in  the  snow,  at 
least  they  should  have  waited  until  we  finished  praying." 

This  was  not  the  only  incident  of  religious  harassment  I would  hear,  nor 
was  it  the  only  story  of  the  FBI's  fondness  for  cold  as  a weapon.  Oscar 
Bear  Runners  son  had  been  forced  to  take  off  his  T-shirt  and  stand,  rigid, 
in  ten  degree  below  zero  weather  until  he  was  frostbitten. 

We  heard  more  horror  stories  as  we  traveled  around  the  reservation  the 
following  days-about  the  Goons  shooting  at  old  people  driving  down  the 
road,  about  the  FBI  invading  Oglala  as  if  it  were  a battle  front  in 
Vietnam.  Everyone  had  lived  in  constant  fear  of  death.  So  many  years  later, 
the  trauma  was  still  fresh.  Young  adults  pulled  up  their  shirts  and  pant 
legs,  showing  us  wounds  they  received  as  children-from  bullets  that  scared 
their  arms,  legs,  and  chests. 

The  following  is  taken  from  "Indians  Are  Us?  Culture  and  Genocide  in 
Native  North  America,  pp.  198-205: 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

4. 17 . 73- Frank  Clearwater-AIM  member  killed  by  heavy  machine  gun  round  at 
Wounded  Knee.  No  investigation. 

4. 23 . 73- Between  eight  and  twelve  individuals  (names  unknown)  packing 
supplies  into  wounded  Knee  were  intercepted  by  GOONs  [Guardians  Of  the 
Oglala  Nation]  and  vigilantes.  None  were  ever  heard  from  again.  Former 
Rosebud  Tribal  President  Robert  Burnette  and  U.S.  Dustice  Department 
Solicitor  General  Kent  Frizzell  conducted  unsuccessful  search  for  a mass 
grave  after  Wounded  Knee  siege.  No  further  investigation. 

4.27.73- Buddy  Lamont-AIM  member  hit  by  M16  fire  at  Wounded  Knee,  Bled  to 
death  while  pinned  down  by  fire.  No  investigation. 

6.19.73- Clarence  Cross-AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  in  ambush  by  Goons. 
Although  assailants  were  identified  by  eyewitnesses,  brother  Vernal  Cros 
-wounded  in  ambush-was  briefly  charged  with  crime.  No  further 
investigation . 

4.14.73- Priscilla  White  Plume-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson  by  Goons. 
No  investigation. 

7.30.73- 3ulius  Bad  Heart  Bull-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  AIM 
supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "person  or  persons  unknown."  No 
investigation . 

9.22.73- Melvin  Spider-AIM  member  killed  Porcupine,  South  Dakota.  No 
investigation . 

9.23.73- Philip  Black  Elk-AIM  supporter  killed  when  his  house  exploded.  No 
investigation . 

10 . 5 . 73- Aloysius  Long  Soldier-AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle,  S.D.  by  Goons. No 
investigation . 

10.10.73- Phillip  Little  Crow-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  by  Goons  at 
Pine  Ridge.  No  investigation. 

10.17.73- Pedro  Bissonette-Oglala  Sioux  Civil  Rights  Organization  (OSCRO) 
organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated  by  BIA  Police/Goons.  Body  removed 
from  Pine  Ridge  jurisdiction  prior  to  autopsy  by  government  contract 
coroner.  No  investigation. 

11.20.73- Allison  Fast  Horse-AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  near  Pine  Ridge 
by  "unknown  assailants."  No  investigation. 

1.17.74-Edward  Means,  Dr. -AIM  member  found  dead  in  Pine  Ridge  alley. 


beaten.  No  investigation. 

2.27.74- Edward  Standing  Soldier-AIM  member  killed  near  Pine  Ridge  by 
"party  r parties  unknown."  No  investigation. 

4. 19 . 74- Roxeine  Roark-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Porcupine  by  "unknown 
assailants."  Investigation  open,  still  "pending." 

9. 7. 74- Dennis  LeCompte-AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

9.11.74- lackson  Washinton  Cutt-AIM  member  killed  at  Parmalee  by  "unknown 
individuals."  Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.16.74- Robert  Reddy-AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  gunshot.  No 
investigation . 

11.16.74- Delphine  Crow  Dog-sister  of  AIM  spiritual  leader  Leonard  Crow 
Dog.  Beaten  by  BIA  police  and  left  lying  in  a field.  Died  from  "exposure." 
No  investigation. 

11.20.74- Elaine  Wagner-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown."  No  investigation. 

12.25.75- Floyd  S.  Binais-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

12.28.74-Yvette  Loraine  Lone  Hill-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by 
"unknown  party  or  parties."  No  investigation. 

1.5.75- Leon  L.  Swift  Bird-AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

3.1.75- Martin  Montileaux-killed  in  a Scenic,  S.D.  bar.  AIM  leader  Richard 
Marshall  later  framed  for  his  murder.  Russell  Means  also  charged  and 
acquitted . 

3 . 20 . 75- Stacy  Cotter-shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  at  Manderson.  No 
investigation . 

3 . 21 . 75- Edith  Eagle  Hawk  and  her  two  children-AIM  supporter  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  after  being  run  off  the  run  by  a white  vigilante, 

Albert  Coomes.  Coomes  was  also  killed  in  the  accident.  Goon  Mark  Clifford 
identified  as  having  also  been  in  the  Coomes  car,  escaped.  Investigation 
closed  without  questioning  Clifford. 

3 . 27 . 75- 3eanette  Bissonette-AIM  supporter  killed  by  sniper  at  Pine  Ridge. 
Unsuccessful  attempt  to  link  AIM  members  to  murder;  no  other  investigation. 

3.30.75- Richard  Eagle-grandson  of  AIM  supporter  Gladys  Bissonette  killed 
while  playing  with  loaded  gun  kept  in  the  house  as  protection  from  Goon 
attacks . 

4.4.75- Hilda  R.  Good  Buffalo-AIM  supporter  stabbed  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  Goons.  No  investigation. 

4.4. 75- 3ancita  Eagle  Deer-AIM  member  beaten  and  run  over  with  automobile. 
Last  seen  in  the  company  of  provocateur  Douglass  Durham.  No  investigation. 

5.20.75- Ben  Sitting  Up-AIM  member  killed  at  Wanblee  by  "unknown 
assailants."  No  investigation. 

6. 1. 75- Kenneth  Little-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "pending." 

6.15.75- Leah  Spotted  Elk-AIM  supporter  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

6.26.75- 3oseph  Stuntz  Killsright-AIM  member  killed  by  FBI  sniper  during 
Oglala  firefight.  No  investigation. 

7.12.75- 3ames  Briggs  Yellow-heart  attack  caused  by  FBI  air  assault  on  his 
home.  No  investigation. 

7.25.75- Andrew  Paul  Stewart-nephew  of  AIM  spiritual  leader  Leonard  Crow 
Dog,  killed  by  Goons  on  Pine  Ridge.  No  investigation. 

8.25.75- Randy  Hunter-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by  "party  or  parties 
unknown."  Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.9.75- Howard  Blue  Bird-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

9.10.75- 3im  Little-AIM  stomped  to  death  by  Goons  in  Oglala.  No 
investigation . 

10.26.75- Olivia  Binais-AIM  supporter  killed  in  Porcupine  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown."  Investigation  still  "open." 

10.26.75- 3anice  Black  Bear-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

10.27.75- Michelle  Tobacco-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  "unknown 
persons."  No  investigation. 


12.6.75- Carl  Plenty  Arrows,Sr . -AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"unknown  persons."  No  investigation. 

12 . 6 . 75- Frank  LaPointe-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

2.76- Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash-AIM  organizer  assassinated  on  Pine  Ridge.. 

FBI  involved  in  attempt  to  conceal  cause  of  death.  Ongoing  attempt  to 
establish  "AIM  involvement"  in  murder.  Key  FBI  personnel  never  deposed. 
Coroner  never  deposed,  [depose-to  remove  from  power... to  testify  or  bear 
witness,  especially  on  oath  in  court] 

1.5.76- Lydia  Cut  Grass-AIM  member  killed  at  Wounded  Knee  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

1.30.76- Byron  DeSersa-OSCRO  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated  by 
Goons  in  Wanblee.  Arrests  by  local  authorities  resulted  in  two  Goons-Dale 
lanis  and  Charlie  Winters-serving  two  years  of  five  year  sentences  for 
"manslaughter."  Charges  dropped  against  two  Goon  leaders,  Manny  Wilson  and 
Chuck  Richards,  on  the  basis  of  "self-defense"  despite  DeSersa  having  been 
unarmed  when  shot  to  death. 

2.6.76- Lena  R.  Slow  Bear-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

3.1.76- Hobart  Horse-AIM  member  beaten,  shot,  and  repeatedly  run  over  with 
automobile  at  Sharp's  Corners.  No  investigation. 

3.26.76- Cleveland  Reddest-AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  "person  or  persons 
unknown."  No  investigation. 

4. 28 . 76- Betty  Do  Dubray-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  at  Martin,  S.D.  No 
investigation . 

5.6.76- Marvin  Two  Two-Aim  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge.  No 
investigation . 

5.9.76- 3uia  Pretty  Hips-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  "unknown 
assailants."  No  investigation. 

5.24.76- Sam  Afraid  of  Bear-AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge. 
Investigation  "ongoing." 

6.4.76- Kevin  Hill-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "party  or  parties 
unknown."  Investigation  "still  open." 

7. 3. 76- Betty  Means-AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons.  No 
investigation . 

7.31.76- Sandra  Wounded  Foot-AIM  supporter  killed  at  Sharp's  Corners  by 
"unknown  assailants."  No  investigation. 

It  should  be  noted  that,  using  the  preliminary  figure  of  only  61 
homicides  of  AIM  members  and  supporters  during  the  same  period, 
researchers  Bruce  Hohansen  and  Roberto  Maestas,  in  their  book  "Wasichu:The 
Continuing  Indian  Wars  (New  York:Monthly  Review  Press,  1979,  pp.  83-4), 
arrived  at  the  following  analysis  of  its  implications:  Using  only 
documented  political  deaths,  the  yearly  murder  rate  on  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  between  1,  1973  and  March  1,  1976,  was  170  per  100,000.  By 
comparison,  Detroit,  the  reputed  murder  capital  of  the  United  States,  had 
a rate  of  20.2  per  100,000... An  estimated  20,000  persons  were  murdered  in 
the  United  States  during  1974.  In  a nation  of  200  million  persons,  a 
murder  rate  comparable  with  that  of  Pine  Ridge  between  1973  and  1976  would 
have  left  340,000  persons  dead  for  political  reasons  alone  in  one  year;  1. 
32  million  in  three... The  political  murder  rate  at  Pine  Ridge  between 
March  1,  1973,  and  March  1,  1976,  was  almost  equivalent  to  that  in  Chile 
during  the  three  years  after  a military  coup  supported  by  the  United 
States  deposed  and  killed  President  Salvador  Allende ...  Based  on  Chile's 
population  of  10  million,  the  estimated  fifty  thousand  persons  killed  in 
three  years  of  political  repression  in  Chile  (1973-1976)  roughly 
paralleled  the  murder  rate  at  Pine  Ridge. 

Excerpt  end  from  Indians  Are  Us? 

Excerpt  start  from  Loud  Hawk,  pp. 312-316.  Once  again,  remember  that 
everything  below  this  should  be  in  quotes: 

Ellison  had  come  to  Indian  Country  right  after  Wounded  Knee  and  never 
left.  Although  lewish,  his  dark  hair  had  grown  out  long  and  straight,  and 
he  kept  it  in  a ponytail,  the  fashion  of  the  Lakota  male.  He  represented 
AIM  members  in  South  Dakota,  although  when  they  wandered,  so  did  he.  He 
had  represented  Dino  Butler  (one  of  the  two  AIM  members  acquitted  of 


killing  two  FBI  agents)  on  another  murder  case  in  Oregon.  He  continued  to 
represent  Leonard  Peltier,  now  serving  two  consecutive  life  sentences  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Hi:  ( 

In  mid-Duly,  '73,  a friend,  Glenn  Gross  (not  his  real  name)  and  I arrived  at 
Wounded  Knee  with  food  supplies  that  we  dropped  to  the  combatants  from 
Glenn's  plane.  We  were  there  on  behalf  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Defense  Fund 
that  I had  been  supporting  in  the  Boston  Area.  Glenn  spent  five  years  in 
the  slammer  as  it  was  his  plane.  I got  off  with  a severe  beating  by  FBI 
agents  and  GOONs. 

Wichi 

PS:  Glenn  is  still  my  friend  and  lives  about  nine  miles  from  me.  Last 
year,  we  went  with  Glenn's  DC-3  to  Yellowstone  Park  with  a load  of  high 
energy  hay.  For  two  days,  it  was  raining  hay  at  Yellowstone.  This  year, 
we  offered  the  same  service  to  feed  the  buffalo.  A group  who  call 
themselves  the  Buffalo  Nations  stopped  us  saying  we  would  "domesticate 
the  buffalo"  if  we  fed  them.  They  also  warned  us  that  they  would  send  the 
Montana  Air  National  Guard  after  us  if  we  came  despite  their  warning. 

They  want  money  to  "stop  the  slaughter"  but  won't  let  them  be  fed. 

Wichi 

Steenson  and  I had  arrived  in  early  afternoon.  "I  have  a lot  to  show  you, 

" Ellison  said.  He  handed  each  of  us  a beer,  pointed  to  his  living  room 
couch,  and  turned  on  his  VCR.  One  tape  feature  stories  about  Peltier  from 
Canadian  television.  Another  had  interviews  after  the  Dune  26,  175, 
firefight.  But  most  impressive  was  one  with  raw  NBC  News  film  footage  of 
the  FBI  occupation  of  Pine  Ridge  in  the  summer  of  1975.  I had  to  get  this 
before  a jury.  It  was  Vietnam,  just  as  I remembered  on  television  growing 
up,  except  that  the  combat  soldiers  were  FBI  agents  and  the  Vietnamese 
were  Sioux.  The  footage  was  not  cut,  not  edited  for  television,  not  in  any 
order,  not  all  focused.  It  captured  rather  than  presented. 

FBI  Special  Agent  Doseph  Trimbach,  in  combat  gear,  speaks  to  the  press, 
saying, "Two  of  our  agents... ran  into  some  gunfire... I don't  know  if  they 
were  alive  when  they  were  shot  in  the  head." 

"What's  your  total  force?"  a reporter  asks. 

"We  have  between  125  an  150  agents,"  Trimbaugh  answers. 

Cut  to  nighttime.  A road.  A dark  green  bus,  huge,  with  ARMY  NATIONAL 
GUARD  stenciled  in  small  white  letters  near  the  front  door,  license  plate 
US  ARMY  1M5153 . 

"Stack  'em  up!"  someone  hollers.  "Stack  'em  up  over  there  somewhere." 

Through  the  bus  door,  sliding  onto  the  concrete,  come  gun  cases.  One, 
two,  three,  four  , five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  on  and  on,  endless. 
The  camera  catches  the  sound  of  the  Samonsonite-like  cases,  black  with 
little  metal  balls  underneath,  dropped  on  the  ground  and  then  a crackling, 
running  sound  as  the  agents  slide  them  along  the  roadway. 

Out  come  boxes  of  ammo.  More  boxes.  One  agent  in  a blue  blazer  with  a 
khaki  shirt  underneath  it  instead  of  a dress  shirt  and  tie,  carried  more 
ordnance.  More  boxes.  One  large  one  is  labeled  "MEAL  COMBAT  INDIVIDUAL  C." 
Did  they  plan  to  stay  a while? 

Two  agents  strain,  each  carrying  a strap  of  a heavy  duffel  bag.  Another 
gingerly  transfers  a cardboard  box  to  another  vehicle.  This  box  has  been 
taped  shut.  Large  letters  say  "DO  NOT  DROP."  Another  such  box,  handled 
with  equal  care,  follows.  More  ammo  boxes.  Another  heavy  duffel  bag.  And 
another.  Footsteps  of  agents  marching  on  the  roadway,  two  at  a time, 
crunch  in  rhythm. 

Cut.  Agents,  dressed  for  battle  in  flack  jackets,  carry  rifles.  It  is 
almost  dawn.  They  check  out  their  rifles,  M-16s,  hold  them  up,  look  at 
them,  then  walk  to  trucks  and  cars. 

"Okay,  are  we  ready?"  one  asks. 

Cut.  An  agent  peers  over  a hill,  careful  not  to  expose  his  head.  Another 
joins  him  and  squints  through  a rifle  scope. 

"Hi,"  the  new  arrival  says,  "what 're  we  going  to  do,  make  a sweep.?" 

"Yeah,"  the  other  agent  replies. 

More  green-clad  figures  run  on  the  edges  of  a field,  making  a sweep, 
ready  to  attack.  Birds  chirp.  Someone  screams  something  unintelligible  but 


frantic  in  the  background.  Diesel  trucks  drown  out  the  birds.  A helicopter 
overhead  drowns  out  the  diesel  trucks.  The  militarized  FBI  is  at  war. 

Cut.  A sunny,  windy  day,  in  a shaded  structure  made  of  tree  trunks.  An 
Indian  man  reads  the  beginning  of  a proclamation:  "We  the  undersigned 
members  and  supporters  of  the  White  Clay  District,  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation,  do  hereby  request  the  removal  of  all  alien  law  enforcement 
personnel ..." 

Cut.  An  older  Indian  woman,  crying,  picks  up  the  corner  of  an  orange 
tent  as  though  it  had  been  her  only  worldly  possession. 

"They  ripped  down  the  tents  and  everything!"  she  sobs. 

Cut.  A news  conference.  "I  haven't  heard  of  the  petition,"  an  FBI  agent 
says.  "We  certainly  don't  plan  on  leaving  the  area  until  we  have  completed 
our  assigned  job  here." 

Cut.  A young  Indian  man  speaks  to  a reporter.  "About  fifty  of  'em,"  he 
says.  "They  surrounded  our  house!  They  were  all  armed  with  M-16s,  battle 
fatigues.  There  was  nobody  at  the  house  except  women  and  kids.  They  came 
down  and  were  all  flashing  around  and  everybody  got  scared.  What  would 
have  happened  if  I hadn't  gone  down  there  to  talk  to  them?  My  grandfather, 
he  was  pretty  scared.  They  came  without  a warrant.  When  they  ask  to  search 
the  house,  there's  not  much  you  can  say  with  fifty  guns  pointing  at  you." 

Cut.  An  older  Indian  woman  dressed  in  black  stands  in  front  of  her  house, 
with  her  family.  An  FBI  agent  stands  to  the  side.  The  camera  focuses  on 
the  woman,  her  face  wrinkled,  her  anger  fired  with  a rage  that  does  not 
fit  her  age  or  her  grandmotherly  stature.  She  is  under  five  feet  tall.  The 
camera  looks  down  at  her.  "He  come  in!"  she  yells.  "He  come  to  the  front 
door.  He  accused  me  of  killing  two  FBI  men..." 

The  agent  interrupts.  "As  a matter  of  fact.  Ma'am,  no  one  said  anything 
about  that." 

She  tugs  at  her  shirt  as  she  spoke,  in  quick  jerks,  in  rhythm  with  her 
words,  as  if  in  mourning. 

"I've  got  plenty  of  witnesses!"  she  yells.  "Your  lying  days  are  over! 
Don't  push  no  more  lies  down  my  throat!  My  people!  My  people  are  being 
slaughtered  ...beaten  and  killed  every  day!  Don't  you  have  any 
conscience?" 

The  agent  walks  away,  his  back  to  the  camera. 

Watching  the  tape,  I wondered  [Stern  wondering].  How  do  I get  this  in 
front  of  a jury?  How  many  of  these  witnesses  are  now  dead  or  no  longer 
compelling,  their  attractiveness  to  a white  jury  ruined  by  the  effects  of 
poverty  and  time?  "I  don't  know  how  to  sort  all  this,"  I said  to  Steenson, 
who  also  seemed  overwhelmed.  "We'd  better  collect  all  we  can  and  figure 
out  what  we  can  use  later." 

Ellison  nodded,  turned  off  the  VCR,  and  popped  an  audio  cassette  into 
his  tape  recorder. 

"A  reporter  named  Kevin  McKiernan  was  actually  there  the  day  of  the 
shootout  and  recorded  it,"  Ellison  said.  He  pushed  the  play  button. 

Feet  marching.  Metal  clanging,  in  step.  Foot.  Foot.  Foot.  Foot. 

Foot.  Foot.  Pop.  Pop.  Pop.  Pop  pop  pop  pop.  Pop. 

An  excited,  rapid  voice,  "Now  you  can  hear  the  fire.  The  BIA  agents  are 
going  to  their  trucks." 

Pop  pop  pop  pop  pop  pop  pop  pop. 

"High  caliber  bullets." 

Pop  pop  pop  pop. 

"There  it  is  again!" 

Pop.  Pop.  Pop  pop  pop. 

"Ricochet.  Automatic  fire!" 

Vrrrrrm!  An  automobile  accelerated,  hard,  as  if  in  a drag  race. 

"There  goes  a car  with  an  Indian  family  in  the  area,  temporarily  leaving 
it.  A very  heavy  volley  of  shots  just  before  that." 

Pop  pop  pop  pop. . . " 

"There  they  go  again !... Federal  cars  continue  to  race  up  and  down  the 
roads,  over  the  ridges,  rolling  plains.  Yet,  from  where  I am  I can  see 
little  Indian  children  playing  by  these  tarpaper  shacks,  and  horses 
continued  to  play  in  the  meadows  all  around.  The  FBI  plane  has  moved  out 
of  gunshot  range.  There's  some  firing  now!" 

Pop.  Pop  pop  pop.  . . 


"Some  of  the  shots  sound  like  firecrackers.  There  are  a couple  now! 

Those  are  more  than  firecrackers." 

An  unidentified  white  male  voice:  "It  was  up  to  me  to  make  a final 
decision.  I made  the  decision  that  we  would  assault."  An  elderly  Indian 
woman,  speaking  over  the  sound  of  a baby  coughing  in  the  background:  "It 
looks  like  they're  trying  to  kill  all  us  Indians.  Some  girls  were  sitting 
there,  and  some  marshalls  or  FBIs  turned  around  and  said,  "We're  going  to 
kill  some  more  Indians  before  we  leave." 

Pop  pop  pop.  . . 

A voice  that  I recognize  as  John  Trudell's: 

"FBI  agents  that  grew  up  watching  John  Wayne  and  cowboys  and  Indians 
come  out  here  and  want  to  play  cowboys  and  Indians,  then  they  gotta  suffer 
the  consequences,  just  as  we  do.  They  are  the  aggressors.  We  will  make  no 
apologies  for  the  deaths  of  two  pigs  who  did  not  belong  there  in  the  first 
place . " 

pp.  195:  lohn  Trudell,  one  of  AIMs  most  articulate  spokesmen,  led  a 
protest  for  Peltier  on  the  steps  of  the  Supreme  Court  Building  (1979).  As 
a symbol,  he  burned  an  American  flag.  Flours  later,  [on  Feb.  12]  his  wife, 
Tina,  Tina's  mother,  and  their  three  young  children  were  incinerated  when 
their  house  burned,  on  Nevada's  Duck  Valley  reservation.  The  FBI, 
according  to  Trudell,  would  not  investigate. 

Loud  Flawk  excerpt  end. 
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Byrd  says  tribe  will  manage,  despite  boycotts 

c.  AP 

01-08-99 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  (AP)  Cherokee  Chief  loe  Byrd  says  the  tribe  will  manage 
to  pay  employees,  even  if  boycotts  keep  the  Tribal  Council  from  passing 
emergency  appropriations . 

Byrd  down  played  a warning  contained  in  a tribal  news  release  that  30 
percent  to  40  percent  of  the  tribe's  workforce  could  face  layoffs  if  the 
council  failed  to  act  Monday  on  budget  issues. 

The  chief  thought  his  supporters  on  the  Tribal  Council  issued  the  news 
release  but  said  Thursday  that  it  did  not  represent  his  views. 

"If  we  don't  have  a budget,  that  may  be,  but  I'm  not  going  to  alarm  my 
employees  with  that  message,"  he  said. 

Six  of  the  15  members  of  the  Tribal  Council  have  boycotted  meetings  on 
and  off  since  spring  to  thwart  action  on  issues  they  oppose.  Ten  members 
must  be  present  to  make  quorum. 

A dispute  dating  to  February  1997  has  left  the  council  split  between 
Byrd  loyalists  and  those  who  allege  he  mishandled  tribal  funds. 

Two  of  the  six  Byrd  opponents  said  they  expect  another  boycott  Monday. 

The  agenda  includes  items  they  previously  opposed,  including  one 
authorizing  the  tribe's  marshal  service  to  retrieve  members  who  skip 
meetings . 

Byrd  said  the  council  needs  to  extend  a resolution  to  continue  the 
payment  of  salaries  through  the  general  fund  past  January. 

But  if  the  boycotters  fail  to  show,  the  tribe  will  still  manage  to  "take 
care  of  business,"  he  said. 

"We  will  have  to  look  at  that  from  the  executive  branch  in  a state  of 
emergency,"  he  said.  "But  we've  been  able  to  operate  in  spite  of  them 
before. " 

Troy  Wayne  Poteete,  one  of  the  boycotting  council  members,  said  a 
shutdown  would  be  avoided  if  the  chief  called  a special  meeting  of  the 
council  to  address  only  budget  resolutions. 


He  opposes  several  agenda  items  put  forth  by  Byrd  supporter  Bill  John 
Baker  regarding  the  tribe's  judicial  system,  which  has  been  at  the  center 
of  tribal  conflict. 

"If  we  allowed  these  to  pass  then  he  will  have  removed  everything  from 
the  courts  toward  the  establishment  of  a dictatorship.  We  can't  allow  that 
to  happen,"  Poteete  said. 

Among  other  issues,  the  proposals  address  the  length  of  justices'  terms, 
division  of  authority  between  the  district  court  and  upper  court  and  the 
power  to  remove  officials  from  office. 

"This  is  not  gutting  the  court  system,"  Baker  said.  "It's  trying  to  fix 
problems  that  have  caused  us  misery." 
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Official  quits  in  growing  dispute  over  Indian  funds 
by  PHILIP  BRASHER 
c.  Associated  Press 
01-08-99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  The  long  and  embarrassing  effort  to  clean  up  $2.5 
billion  in  Indian  trust  funds  got  messier  with  the  sudden  resignation  of 
the  presidential  appointee  who  was  in  charge  of  reconciling  the  accounts 
and  improving  the  bookkeeping. 

In  quitting  Thursday,  Special  Trustee  Paul  Homan  accused  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  of  stripping  him  of  the  authority  he  needed  to  do 
his  job. 

Babbitt's  department  is  being  sued  over  its  decades-long  mismanagement 
of  the  money,  and  he  faces  a contempt  hearing  Monday  over  the  government's 
failure  to  turn  over  canceled  checks  and  other  records  for  accounts  held 
by  the  lawsuit's  lead  plaintiffs. 

Earlier  this  week.  Babbitt  ordered  a reorganization  of  Homan's  office 
"to  enable  us  to  make  progress  where  it  is  now  flagging." 

Homan,  a former  banker  who  was  appointed  to  his  post  in  1995  under  a set 
of  congressionally  ordered  reforms,  fired  back  in  his  resignation  letter 
that  Babbitt  "usurped  the  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities"  of  his 
office. 

Members  of  Homan's  advisory  board  accused  Babbitt  of  making  him  a 
scapegoat  for  the  department's  problems. 

"It's  like  me  telling  you  to  drive  a car  but  not  giving  you  the  keys  of 
the  car,  and  then  turning  around  and  chastising  you  for  not  driving  the 
car,"  said  Gregg  Bourland,  a board  member  and  chairman  of  South  Dakota's 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe. 

An  Interior  Department  spokeswoman,  Stephanie  Hanna,  declined  comment  on 
the  resignation  but  denied  that  Babbitt  sought  to  undermine  Homan.  He  "has 
done  a good  job  of  moving  the  ball  as  far  as  he  has  moved  it,"  Hanna  said. 

The  funds  include  300,000  accounts  held  by  individual  Indians  worth  $500 
million  and  another  2,000  tribal  accounts  worth  $2  billion.  The  money 
includes  lease  revenue,  royalties  and  court  settlements.  Some  of  the 
accounts  are  worth  only  a few  dollars.  The  largest  one,  valued  at  $400 
million,  is  a court's  award  to  the  Sioux  nation  for  its  loss  of  the  Black 
Hills . 

Among  a series  of  embarrassing  revelations,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
was  unable  to  document  $2  billion  of  transactions  in  the  tribal  accounts 
over  a 20-year  period.  It  is  not  known  how  much  of  that  is  actually 
missing,  but  it's  been  estimated  the  government  could  be  liable  for  up  to 
$575  million  just  on  the  tribal  accounts. 

The  special  trustee's  office  is  responsible  for  handling  the  money  and 
improving  the  accounting  system,  but  leases  and  other  records  necessary 


for  reconciling  the  accounts  are  scattered  around  the  country  in  various 
BIA  offices. 

In  1997,  Homan  proposed  creating  a quasi-governmental  bank  to  handle  the 
money.  Babbitt  rejected  the  idea  and  promised  that  the  department  would 
develop  a state-of-the-art  accounting  system  instead. 

Babbitt's  reorganization  order  put  one  of  Homan's  assistants  in  charge 
of  developing  the  new  accounting  system  and  placed  the  record  keeping  under 
a new  official  with  extensive  experience  in  government  records  management. 

In  his  resignation  letter,  Homan  said  that  he  was  not  informed  of  the 
actions  before  Babbitt  took  them,  and  he  complained  that  the  new  official 
had  no  experience  with  the  trust  fund  records. 

The  advisory  board  may  ask  Congress  to  remove  the  special  trustee's 
office  from  the  Interior  Department. 

"RE : Haida  Full  Title  Lawsuit"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Ian  1999  00:48:14  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Haida  "Full  Title"  Lawsuit:  "Alarmed  by  Nisga'a  Treaty" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
HAIDA  TIRED  OF  SLOW  TREATY  TALKS,  GOING  TO  COURT  TO  CLAIM  ISLANDS 
The  Globe  and  Mail,  January  23,  1999,  Page  A5  by  Paul  Willcocks 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Aboriginal  people  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  say  they're  fed  up 
with  the  way  they're  being  treated  by  both  Ottawa  and  Victoria,  and  are 
taking  their  claim  to  the  resource-rich  coastal  islands  to  court.  Their 
decision  to  turn  to  the  courts  could  become  a trend  in  the  wake  of  the 
Delgamuukw  decision,  which  confirmed  native  bands'  title  to  their 
traditional  lands  and  said  the  courts  would  resolve  disputes  if  negotiation 
didn't  work. 

Ron  Brown,  president  of  the  Council  of  the  Haida  Nation,  said  yesterday 
he  expects  to  tell  lawyers  to  begin  preparing  a land-title  lawsuit  next 
week.  "Our  people  have  already  given  us  the  mandate  to  get  our  title. 

We're  going  ahead  with  a full  title  case."  The  6,000  Haida  are  breaking 
away  from  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  process,  which  is  supervising  42  sets 
of  negotiations  between  bands  and  the  federal  and  provincial  governments. 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  former  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Haida  Nation, 

Miles  Richardson  is  now  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission.] 

The  BC  and  federal  governments  have  been  trying  to  get  all  outstanding 
land  claims  settled  through  deals  such  as  the  Nisga'a  treaty,  but  opposition 
to  that  agreement  has  come  from  both  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  people. 
Mr.  Brown  said  the  Haida  were  alarmed  by  the  Nisga'a  treaty,  which  left  the 
Nisga'a  with  5 per  cent  of  the  land  they  had  claimed. 

Peter  Smith  of  the  Aboriginal  Affairs  Ministry  said  the  Haida  decision  is 
disappointing.  "Obviously,  we  want  to  pursue  negotiations  with  the  Haida," 
he  said  yesterday.  But  it's  not  a shock  that  a people  have  turned  to  the 
courts,  he  said.  "I  don't  think  that's  a surprise  to  anyone  following  the 
Delgamuukw  decision." 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  Haida  won't  withdraw  from  the  treaty  process.  However, 
Joseph  Whiteside,  senior  consultation  adviser  with  the  federal  treaty 
office,  said  its  policy  is  to  end  negotiations  when  sued.  The  Haida  claim 
includes  all  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  off  the  northwestern  BC  coast, 
two  Alaskan  islands  and  most  of  the  sea  floor  in  the  area.  The  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands  stretch  about  200  kilometres,  and  the  total  area  claimed 
is  about  6,000  square  kilometres.  It  includes  offshore  oil  and  gas  reserves 
that  the  Geological  Survey  of  Canada  has  said  may  be  10  times  those  of 
Newfoundland's  offshore  Hibernia  field.  Mr.  Brown  said  a provincial 
proposal  to  open  Graham  Island  to  land-based  oil  and  gas  exploration  was 
one  of  the  factors  triggering  the  move  to  the  courts.  "We've  got  nothing 
against  progress,  we  just  want  to  be  part  of  it,"  he  said. 


The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 


lands."  Haida  Elder  Lavina  White 
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"RE : Book  Review:  Indian  Nation"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Ian  1999  02:14:09  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Book  Review:  Young  on  Walker,  _Indian  Nation_ 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Forward  from  Mailing  List:  H-Net@h-net.msu.edu. 

Review:  Young  on  Walker,  _Indian  Nation_ 

Date:  Wednesday,  January  20,  1999 
H-NET  BOOK  REVIEW 

Published  by  H-SHEAR@h-net.msu.edu  (lanuary,  1999) 

Cheryl  Walker.  _Indian  Nation:  Native  American  Literature  and 
Nineteenth-Century  Nationalisms_.  New  Americanists  Series. 

Durham  and  London:  Duke  University  Press,  1997.  xvii  + 256  pp. 
Illustrations,  appendix,  notes,  bibliography,  and  index.  $49.95 
(cloth),  ISBN  0-8223-1950-0;  $16.95  (paper),  ISBN  0-8223-1944-6. 

Reviewed  for  H-SHEAR  by  Mary  Young  <yngm@dbl . cc . rochester . edu>. 

University  of  Rochester 

American  Nations:  The  View  from  the  Forest 

Roy  Harvey  Pearce,  Richard  Slotkin,  Michael  Rogin,  Robert  Berkhofer, 
Brian  Dippie,  and  many  others  have  examined  images  of  The  Indian  and 
Indian  relationships  to  the  psychological  and  practical  needs  of  white 
Americans.  Turning  the  tables,  Cheryl  Walker  asks  how  published  Indian 
authors  of  the  nineteenth  century  envisioned  relations  between 
themselves,  or  their  people,  and  the  American  nation.  She  does  not 
discover  an  Indian  Mind,  but  identifies  multiple  voices  whose  discourses 
have  more  in  common  than  their  conclusions.  Sauk  chief  Black  Hawk, 

Pequot  missionary  William  Apess,  Ojibwa  author  George  Copway,  Cherokee 
journalist  John  Rollin  Ridge,  Paiute  historian  and  lobbyist  Sarah 
Winnemucca,  and  Potawatomi  novelist  and  essayist  Samuel  Pokagon  differ 
in  their  assessments  of  their  own  and  the  Other  culture,  their 
prescriptions  for  a more  just  system  of  relationships  between  the  tribes 
and  the  United  States,  and  their  understandings  of  Indian  contributions 
to  the  American  nation.  But  all,  in  varying  proportions,  speak 
transpositional  discourses  and  subjugated  discourses.  Transpositional 
discourses  point  to  reciprocal  and  egalitarian  relations,  similarities 
among  peoples,  and  utopian  reconstruction  of  race  relations.  Subjugated 
discourses  assume  hierarchical  relations  among  cultures  and  peoples; 
alternate  (sometimes  antically)  between  self-abasement  and  inflated 
egotism,  or  between  idealizing  and  denouncing  the  Other;  and  serve 
political  rather  than  utopian  purposes. 

Black  Hawk,  who  gave  his  name  to  an  1832  war  between  the  Sauk  and  the 
United  States,  fell  prisoner  and  got  trips  to  eastern  cities  to  impress 
him  with  the  might  of  the  Americans.  In  his  dictated  autobiography. 

Black  Hawk  commends  the  industry  of  the  people  who  built  the  cities  and 
railroads,  and  he  finds  West  Point  a place  where  the  white  soldiers  can 
do  their  dances  and  elder  warriors  instruct  the  young--a  useful  and 
unexpected  adaptation  of  the  Sauk  system.  But  Black  Hawk  considers 
himself  as  great  a leader  as  Andrew  Jackson,  thinks  the  Sauk  better 
warriors  and  more  consistent  practitioners  of  Christian  principles  than 
Jackson's  people,  and  believes  in  the  general  superiority  of  Sauk  culture 
before  alcoholism  spoiled  it.  Though  his  factional  enemies  excluded  him 
>from  the  tribe.  Black  Hawk  remained  transpositional,  and  Sauk,  in  his 


attitudes.  Able  to  see  virtues  in  some  practices  of  the  white  Americans, 
he  evaluated  each  all  on  their  own  merits  as  he  observed  them.  His 
Indian  America  as  utopia  would  have  been  a family  of  independent  nations. 

More  ambivalent  was  William  Apess,  a Pequot  removed  at  six  from  his 
alcoholic  family  to  be  adopted  and  converted  by  whites.  His  autobiograph 
_A  Son  of  the  Forest_,  first  published  in  1829,  mimicked  the  conversion 
narrative  and  idealized  Christianity,  but  his  self-abasement  was 
accompanied  by  a sometimes  ironic  critique  of  American  hypocrisy. 

A Methodist  evangelist,  Apess  saw  his  nation  sometimes  as  "America," 
sometimes  as  the  Pequot  tribe,  and  sometimes  as  Indians  in  general. 
Mirroring  Indian  and  Other  approaches  to  war,  he  points  out  that  when 
Indians  defended  their  liberty  others  regarded  them  as  savage;  when 
Americans  defended  their  liberty  against  British  invaders,  they  called 
themselves  patriots.  In  one  of  his  essays,  Apess  presented  King  Philip, 
whose  war  killed  five  thousand  Indian  and  white  New  Englanders,  as  a 
practitioner  of  martial,  Christian,  and  republican  virtue  superior  on  all 
counts  to  George  Washington.  A just  nation,  he  insisted,  would  permit 
Indians  to  participate  equally  in  national  life;  America  was  not  a just 
nation.  However  attractive  its  cultural  ideals,  its  practices  proved 
uniformly  iniquitous.  "Apess  is  ready,"  Walker  points  out,  "to  indict 
white  society  as  thoroughly  corrupt,  and  yet  clearly  also  wants  to  join 
it  (p.  57)."  Having  no  Pequot  nation  left  to  rejoin,  he  seeks  not 
national  independence,  but  equal  suffrage  in  the  American  state. 

Still  more  unstable  in  his  imaging  of  American  ideals  was  George  Copway 
whose  _Life  History_  (1847)  presents  him  as  "a  text,  a personification  of 
Indian  progress  toward  acculturation  (p.  84)."  Copway  veers  between 
adulation  of  white  culture  and  denunciation  of  white  perfidy,  between 
pride  in  his  newfound  beliefs  and  nostalgia  for  the  loss  of  his 
childhood  convictions.  In  life.  Copway  joined  the  Know-Nothings,  who 
knew  how  to  appreciate  real  Natives,  kidnapped  Indian  boys  for  the  Union 
army,  practiced  "Indian"  medicine,  and  converted  to  Catholicism.  He 
consistently  used  hierarchical  language  but  couldn't  decide  who  belonged 
on  top.  He  venerated  traditional  culture,  found  Christianity  (mostly) 
superior  to  traditional  belief,  and  believed  that  alcohol  had  rendered 
traditional  society  irrecoverable . Rather  than  vanish,  Indian  people 
should  discover  a final  resting  place  in  South  Dakota,  in  a state  called 
Kahgega  (Ever  to  be),  where  they  could  live  as  farmers  under  a white 
governor  and  an  Indian  lieutenant  governor  and  receive  their  education 
in  English.  Walker  finds  Copway  representative  of  a tendency  among 
postcolonial  writers  "to  juxtapose  the  fragmented  experience  of  the 
individual  with  the  dream  of  a significant  polis  or  group,  without  being 
able  to  resolve  the  emergent  contradictions." 

Son  and  grandson  of  the  men  who  headed  the  Treaty  Party  among  the 
Cherokees  and  lost  their  lives  for  signing  the  1835  Treaty  of  New  Echota, 
John  Rollin  Ridge  escaped  the  consequences  of  Cherokee  factionalism 
by  emigrating  to  California.  There  he  pursued  a successful  career  as  a 
journalist,  making  his  mark  in  1854  with  a legendary  account  of  a 
composite  Mexican  outlaw,  Doaquin  Murieta,  the  first  novel  authored  by 
an  American  Indian.  Walker  finds  Ridge  ambivalent  about  the  rule  of  law: 
ideally  it  should  prevail  but  here  law  is  unjust,  honor  requires  revenge 
and  transcends  law.  Ridge  fully  appreciates  American  racism,  embodied 
in  the  lawless  law  excluding  non-whites  from  the  gold  fields,  and  finds 
in  both  Murieta 's  fictional  California  and  his  own  real  California  a war 
of  all  against  all.  Walker  emphasizes  Ridge's  sense  of  isolation  from  any 
just  community;  no  doubt  his  experiences  of  factional  battle  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation  West  led  both  to  his  isolation  and  to  his  ambivalent 
regard  for  law  and  honor.  California  was  not  the  only  place  where  the 
honorable  pursuit  of  revenge  clashed  with  law  and  order. 

Born  in  1844  among  the  Paiutes  of  Nevada,  Sarah  Winnemucca  accompanied 
her  grandfather  to  California,  briefly  attended  a convent  school  there 
and  worked  for  white  families,  one  of  which  adopted  her.  After  massacres 
and  disease  took  most  of  her  Paiute  family,  Sarah  decided  to  rejoin  the 
tribe.  She  continued  to  move  back  and  forth  between  Paiute  and  white 
societies,  served  as  a scout  for  the  army,  and  used  her  English,  Spanish, 
and  Indian  languages  in  the  service  of  U.S.  Indian  agents.  Her  _Life 


Among  the  Piutes_  represents  one  of  many  efforts  to  influence  congressional 
policy  for  the  benefit  of  her  tribe.  An  advocate  of  bilingual  education, 
she  briefly  managed  a school  in  hopes  of  replacing  the  government's 
ethnocidal  educational  policies  with  more  culturally  sensitive  practices. 
Like  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  she  appealed  to  the  Golden  Rule  and  asked  her 
readers  to  identify  with  the  lowly.  She  commended  the  Paiute  practice  of 
involving  women  in  political  decision  making.  Though  she  was  a Methodist, 
she  valued  the  traditional  beliefs  of  her  tribe  and  saw  no  conflict  between 
Christian  convictions  and  reliance  on  dreams  and  Ghost  Dancing.  A 
mediator  between  Indian  and  white,  she  sought  citizenship  both  in  her 
tribe  and  in  the  United  States. 

Novelist  and  Potawatomi  chief  Simon  Pokagon  addressed  the  1893  Chicago 
World's  Fair  with  a progressive  paean  to  education.  Privately,  he  also 
handed  out  a composition  he  had  inscribed  on  birch-bark,  "The  Red  Man's 
Rebuke,"  reprinted  as  an  appendix  to  Walker's  book.  In  it,  he  explains 
his  reluctance  to  "celebrate  our  own  funeral,  the  discovery  of  America" 

(p.  211).  He  imagines  a heaven  in  which  the  Great  Spirit  finds  whites 
guilty  of  perverting  the  use  of  tobacco,  cheating  and  robbing  Indians  of 
land,  money,  and  goods,  and  introducing  the  "beverage  of  hell"  to  newly 
converted  Indians.  The  Great  Spirit  commands  that  whites  cease  and 
desist  from  all  these  practices,  and  licenses  red  men  to  cast  them  out  of 
heaven  should  they  continue  their  nefarious  doings. 

Many  of  the  themes  Walker  discovers  in  literary  documents  emerge 
also  from  tribal  petitions,  treaty  talks,  and  other  official  messages. 
Cherokee  negotiators  and  petitioners  were  fond  of  combining  pride  in 
"civilization"  with  assertions  that  the  United  States  rarely  lived  up  to 
its  Christian  professions  or  its  republican  laws.  The  sentimental 
language  of  subjugation,  or  victimization,  found  in  Sarah  Winnemucca's 
writings,  also  produced  calculated  effects  in  Cherokee  petitions  and 
editorials  in  the  tribal  newspaper.  Nor  were  members  of  that  and  other 
tribes  agreed  on  the  terms  of  their  relationship  to  the  United  States. 

Some  sought  citizenship;  others  preferred  independent  nationhood. 

The  politics  of  Indian  America  were  as  multivocal  as  its  literature. 

Walker  offers  both  interesting  and  persuasive  readings  of  literary  texts, 
but  she  is  occasionally  less  adept  in  describing  U.S.  policies  and 
practice.  She  associates  the  development  of  off-reservation  boarding 
schools  with  the  passage  of  the  general  allotment  act  of  1887,  though  her 
own  text  makes  clear  that  experiments  at  Hampton  and  Carlisle  preceded 
that  legislation.  She  takes  too  literally  Russell  Thornton's  counterfactual 
estimate  that  the  Cherokees  of  the  post-removal  period  would  have  had 
a much  larger  population  had  there  been  no  removal.  Thornton  does  not 
assert,  as  Walker  does,  that  eight  thousand  Cherokees  perished  on  the 
Trail  of  Tears.  John  Marshall's  decision  in  _Worcester_  did  not  put  the 
Cherokees  in  a "special  category,  thus  shielding  them  from  the  threat 
posed  by  the  terms  of  the  Indian  Removal  Act  of  1830  (p.  115)."  It 
simply  acknowledged  that  U.S.  treaties  with  the  tribe  gave  them  the 
right  of  self-government.  The  decision  was  intended  not  to  exempt  the 
Cherokees  from  negotiations  looking  to  their  removal  but  to  prevent 
Georgia  from  governing  them  before  they  agreed  to  remove.  Such 
misleading  statements  are  few,  and  none  of  them  affect  Walker's  major 
interpretations  and  conclusions.  She  quite  successfully  counters  the 
White  Man's  Indian  with  the  Indian's  White  Man. 
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Please  forward  widely: 


BRUTISH -COLUMBIA ' S INDIAN -HATING  IN-DUST-US  SYSTEM  TURNS  ON  TIM  NOME! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  further  information  contact  Serena  at  gretel(3portal . ca 
Please  complain  to  the  officials  listed  at  the  end  of  this  post. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I just  got  back  from  a visit  with  Tim  Nome  who  is  currently  being  held 
in  the  hole  at  the  Vancouver  Pretrial  Centre  on  a bogus  assault  charge. 
Tim's  father  was  Cree,  his  mother  half  Carrier,  half  Ukranian.  He  was 
born  at  Fish  Lake  (Gustafson  Lake)  and  lived  there  til  he  was  4 1/2 
years  old. 

That  was  the  year  he  saw  a white  man  for  the  first  time  - a cop  who 
grabbed  he  & his  younger  brother  by  the  hair  and  threw  them  into  a paddy 
wagon  after  Tim  had  lost  both  his  parents.  That  was  harsh  foreshadowing 
to  what  was  to  come,  particularly  what  Tim  has  had  to  face  in  the  last 
three  months. 

Tim  has  been  maced  & severely  beaten  repeatedly  at  the  hands  of  guards 
who  freely  use  racial  slurs  to  humiliate  & degrade  him. 

His  assault  charge  came  from  a beating  he  received  while  in  shackles 
with  a belly  chain  & two  sets  of  handcuffs  that  secured  both  his  hands 
to  his  stomach.  He  sustained  a black  eye,  many  cuts  & bruises,  lost  two 
teeth,  and  had  a billy  club  broken  over  his  shin.  Realizing  that  the 
guards  had  no  way  to  explain  Tim's  condition  they  fabricated  a story 
that  claimed  he  had  punched  a guard  in  the  chest  with  both  hands,  thus 
justifying  the  beating  he  received.  [This  happened  on  November  25,  1998 
- the  day  before  Tim  was  to  be  released  from  Kent  Penitentiary  ] 

Tim  wears  an  eagle  feather  in  his  hair  to  indicate  to  other  First 
Nations  people  that  he  is  an  'Elder  in  training'  (I  forget  the  Cree  name 
for  it...).  The  eagle  feather  is  an  absolutely  sacred  symbol  for  the 
Cree  which  Tim  has  earned.  [An  'Elder  in  training'  must  wear  the  eagle 
feather  to  show  others  that  he  may  be  approached  for  teachings/counsel 
etc.]  While  Tim  was  held  at  Surrey  a guard  demanded  that  Tim  remove  the 
feather  from  his  hair.  [Later  in  a report  the  feather  was  cited  as  a 
'weapon'.  This  is  in  contravention  of  the  Charter  of  Human  Rights  & 
Freedoms  and  the  BC  Corrections  Code  which  state  that  religious  items 
may  be  worn]  Tim  refused  stating  his  reasons  for  wearing  it.  The  guard 
stated  "I  don't  care  , I'm  English"  and  referred  to  Tim  as  a "chug". 

Again  he  demanded  that  Tim  remove  the  feather.  Tim  refused. 

The  E.R.T  [Emergency  Response  Team/SWAT]  was  called  in  & they  maced  and 
beat  him  repeatedly.  He  was  put  in  isolation  where  he  his  clothes  were 
cut  off  of  him  & he  was  again  beaten.  Afterwards,  approximately  25 
guards  came  at  various  times  to  view  Tim's  injuries  from  the  beatings 
and  to  threaten  him  & taunt  him  with  racial  slurs/remarks  ("Chug";"We 
won  the  war";"You're  in  our  house  now")  He  was  refused  clothes,  food, 
water,  and  any  contact  with  outside  until  he  removed  his  eagle  feather. 

[He  did  eventually  remove  the 
feather  from  his  hair] 

Now  that  Tim  is  at  the  Vancouver  Pretrial  Centre  he  is  allowed  visitors, 
although  visits  are  'secure'  - over  a phone  with  a glass  partition. 

All  of  the  preceding  information  was  received  from  my  hour-long  visit 
with  him.  Details  are  lacking  because  I was  not  allowed  to  bring 
pen/paper.  However,  Tim  had  brought  all  of  his  documentation  with  him  & 
showed  these  to  me.  He  will  be  sending  me  the  documents  this  week 
[reports,  his  testimony  etc]  & once  I receive  them  I will  be  able  to 
provide  more  details. 

Tim  is,  above  all,  looking  to  get  the  word  out  on  how  he  is  being 
treated.  He  is  in  need  of  local  support  to  spread  the  word  on  his 
situation  & put  pressure  on  Corrections  to  release  him  [&  acknowledge 
the  injustice  he  has  been  served].  He  welcomes  visitors  if  you'd  like 
to  hear  the  story  from  him  personally  & help  with  his  support.  [Feel 
free  to  contact  me  for  details  on  visitation] 

Hopefully  a rally  will  be  organized  shortly  for  outside  the  pretrial 
centre.  This  would  put  pressure  on  officials  letting  them  know  that 
we're  aware  of  what's  going  on  (also  - Tim's  window  looks  out  over  the 


side  street  so  it  would  be  a good  opportunity  to  let  him  know  he's 
supported ! ) 

I will  keep  you  posted.  Feel  free  to  contact  me  for  further  information. 
-Sarena:  gretel@portal . ca 


ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH  - STOP  THE  RACIST  BRUTALITY  OF  BC'S  ANTI-INDIAN  PRISONS 
Solicitor  General  of  Canada  Lawrence  MacAulay:  MacAuL@parl.gc.ca 
BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov.bc .ca 

BC  Human  Rights  Commission:  be. human_rights_commission@ag.gov. be. ca 
Ph:  1-800-663-0876  Fax:  1-604-660-0195 
BC  Civil  Liberties  Association:  info@bccla.org 
BC  Provincial  Director  Adult  Custody: 

Phone:  (250)  387-5097  Fax:  (250)  952-6883 
Vancouver  Pretrial  Services  Center: 

275  East  Cordova  Street,  Vancouver  BC  V6A  3W3 
Ph:  (604)  683-0381,  Fax:  (604)  891-1390 

"RE : Military  Ruling  on  NAC"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Han  1999  10:56:44  PST 
From:  "scott  curtis"  <lonetipi@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : military  ruling  on  NAC 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Comment:  This  is  a follow-up  for  interested 

readers.  Essentially,  Scott  has  been 
denied  the  right  to  practice  his  Native 
Religious  beliefs.  Please  refer  to  the 
last  issue  for  details.] 

The  military  social  actions  office  has  determined  that  using  my 
religious  belief  as  evidence  against  me  for  unrelated  charges  is  not 
discrimination.  They  still  do  not  know  why  my  Native  American  Church 
information  and  tribal  ID  were  placed  in  a negative  file,  or  who  placed 
my  NAC  membership  in  the  record  as  evidence  against  me.  (social  actions 
stated,  what's  the  big  deal?)  I informed  social  actions  that  I want  the 
name  of  the  person  who  placed  my  religious  belief  into  record  and  why 
they  did  it.  I also  requested  a memo  from  them  on  the  investigation  they 
completed  to  give  to  the  ACLU  (once  they  call) . Right  now,  I await  the 
call  from  the  ACLU  to  look  into  my  religious  discrimination.  I'll  keep 
you  informed,  scott 

- "RE:  Pipe  Confiscated  During  Jail  Visit"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Han  1999  12:11:13  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Action  alert:  Pipe  confiscated  during  jail  visit! 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Spiritual  Advisor's  Sacred  Pipe  Confiscated 
by  Oklahoma  State  Prison  Guards 
at  Lexington  Correctional  Center 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere  (LISN) 

January  16,  1999 
Urgent  Action  Requested: 

Contact  Lexington  Prison  Warden 
(Information  Listed  Below) 

For  Immediate  Release:  This  information  comes  from  Ben  Carnes, 
a Native  American  Spiritual  Advisor,  who  heads  the  Native  American 
Spiritual  Program  efforts  for  prisoners  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma. 

Gary  Colbert,  a Sundancer  and  a Native  American  Prisoners'  Spiritual 
Advisor  in  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  had  his  sacred  pipe  bowl  confiscated  by 
prison  guards  when  entering  the  Lexington  Correctional  Center  on  Saturday, 
January  16,  1999.  Before  allowing  Colbert  to  meet  with  Native  American 
inmates  for  a traditional  pipe  ceremony,  prison  guards  put  Colbert 


through  a measure  of  harassment  and  a disrespectful  search  of  his  sacred 
bundle,  which  included  his  sacred  pipe  bowl  and  stem.  At  least  two  of  the 
guards  were  women,  bringing  into  immediate  question  the  appropriateness 
of  their  proximity  to  the  pipe.  Their  questionable  presence  and  the 
disrespectful  handling  of  the  pipe  bowl  amounts  to  desecration  of  the 
sacred  object. 

Standing  nearby  during  the  rough  handling  of  the  objects  in  Colbert's 
sacred  bundle  was  Chaplain  Baker  of  the  correctional  facility,  who  was  in 
support  of  Colbert's  presence  to  lead  traditional  ceremonies  with  Native 
American  prisoners,  and  well  aware  of  the  benefits  these  ceremonies  bring 
to  the  inmates.  Against  Baker's  strong  objection  to  the  guards' 
mistreatment  of  the  sacred  bundle  and  its  contents,  which  the  guards 
ignored,  Colbert's  sacred  pipe  bowl  was  finally  confiscated  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  to  a lab  to  be  tested  for  marijuana  residue.  This 
decision  was  agreed  upon  among  the  guards  because,  according  to  them, 
they  could  smell  marijuana ...  and  therefore  (allegedly),  they  were 
certain  that  it  was  used  for  smoking  marijuana. 

The  pipe  bowl  was  confiscated  until  Tuesday,  at  which  time  the  guards 
stated  that  the  pipe  bowl  would  be  returned  to  Colbert,  or  he  would  be 
arrested.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  a request  is  going  out  to  as  many 
people  as  possible  to  contact  Steve  Hargett,  Warden  of  the  Lexington 
Correctional  Center,  as  soon  as  possible  to  protest  the  desecration  of 
a sacred  pipe.  Gary  Colbert  & Ben  Carnes  are  scheduled  to  meet  with 
prison  officials  on  Tuesday. 

Unfortunately,  too  many  prison  officials  and  guards  do  not  understand 
Native  American  traditional  ceremonies  and  therefore,  disregard  the  value 
of  the  ceremonies  altogether.  Neither  are  they  aware  that  when  they 
"smell  marijuana,"  that,  in  fact,  they  are  actually  smelling  traditional 
Indian  tobacco,  as  well  as  sage  (which  is  packed  on  top  of  the  tobacco 
in  preparation  for  the  pipe  ceremony). 

Furthermore,  the  ability  to  conduct  Native  American  spiritual  ceremonies 
in  prisons  all  over  the  U.S.  is  not  accorded  any  of  the  respect  that 
mainstream  religions  and  their  ministers  receive.  For  example,  it  is 
unlikely  that  a Catholic  Priest  would  have  his  bag  of  ceremonial  and 
sacred  objects  (sacred  bundle?)  subjected  to  a rough  and  disrespectful 
search.  Nor  would  the  receptacle  holding  the  consecrated  Eucharist  be 
mishandled,  or  a chalice  be  confiscated  and  sent  to  a lab  to  be  tested 
for  wine  residue.  It  is  also  unlikely  that  the  containers  holding  sacred 
oils  or  incense  for  the  Sacrament  of  the  Sick  would  be  confiscated 
>from  a priest  for  a lab  test  because  the  containers  "smell  strange." 
Similar  examples  can  be  cited  for  Rabbis,  as  well  as  a multitude  of 
Ministers  of  other  mainstream  religions.  Native  American  spiritual 
advisors  for  prisoners,  their  ceremonies,  sacred  bundles  and  objects 
simply  do  not  receive  the  same  respect  as  mainstream  religions.  Prison 
officials  will  have  to  become  much  more  informed  about  Native  American 
traditions  and  ceremonies  before  they  become  viewed  as  a valid  religion 
and  the  life-giving  spiritual  paths  that  they  are. 

Please  contact  Warden  Steve  Hargett  as  soon  as  possible: 

Telephone:  (405)  527-5676 

Fax:  (405)  527-4101 

Email:  lxwarden@doc.state.ok.us 

For  information  updates  regarding  this  situation,  please  contact 
"lisn2000@lisn.net"  or  check  the  LISN  web  site  at  http://www.lisn.net 

"RE : Update  on  Sacred  Pipe  Confiscation" 

Date:  Sat,  23  Ian  1999  01:52:56  -0500 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
Sub j : Update  on  Sacred  Pipe  Confiscation  at  Oklahoma  Prison 

UPDATE 

1/22/99 

Case  Pending:  Prison's  Simple  Field  Test  Kit  Results  Not  Accepted  --  A 
More  Sophisticated  Test  Being  Conducted  With  An  Independent  Lab 


Many  thanks  to  all  those  who  wrote  on  behalf  of  Gary  Colbert  to  Warden 
Steve  Hargett  at  the  Lexington  Correctional  Center  in  Oklahoma.  The 
letters,  perhaps,  helped  to  assure  that  the  meeting  was  conducted  in  a 
non-combative  and  respectful  manner  for  which  Colbert  and  Ben  Carnes  are 
grateful.  The  outcome  of  the  meeting  and  testing  was,  however,  not  in 
Colbert's  favor.  This  having  been  his  first  encounter  with  testing, 
the  outcome  came  as  a surprise  to  Colbert  because  he  had  been  more  than 
confident  of  a favorable  result  with  the  testing. 

According  to  several  other  Native  American  Spiritual  Advisors,  this 
outcome  was  not  altogether  a surprise  for  those  who  have  encountered  the 
same  experience  as  Colbert  and  with  the  same  unfavorable  outcome  because 
of  the  simple  field  test  kits  commonly  used  by  prisons  to  test  for 
drugs.  The  critical  point  here  is  that  this  simple  field  test  kit  is 
discriminatory  in  nature  because  it  is  not  sophisticated  enough  to 
differentiate  between  nicotine  and  marijuana,  two  carbon  based  formulas 
(clusters  of  alkaloids),  and  thus,  to  be  able  to  isolate  and 
specifically  identify  one  or  the  other.  Therefore,  when  a sacred  pipe 
(Chanunpa)  is  confiscated  for  testing,  more  often  than  not  the  prisons' 
simple  field  test  kits  may  produce  false-positive  results. 

Those  spiritual  advisors  (as  well  as  one  inmate  in  a Michigan  prison) 
who  have  reported  that  their  own  sacred  pipes  have  tested  positive  in  a 
prison's  simple  field  test,  have  indicated  that  a much  more 
sophisticated  analysis  at  an  independent  lab  has,  on  each  separate 
occasion,  produced  a negative  test  result,  refuting  the  prison  test 
results.  Documentation  is  available  to  support  these  statements. 

It  is  the  contention  of  several  Native  American  Spiritual  Advisors 
that  this  particular  anomaly  --  the  high  potential  for  false-positive 
results  --  of  simple  test  kit  methods,  has  contributed  to  the  increasing 
practice  of  testing  sacred  pipes  to  provide  prisons  with  a "valid" 
reason  to  terminate  the  religious  rights  of  Native  American  inmates.  To 
the  many  advisors  or  inmates  who  have  experienced  this  outcome,  it 
appears  to  have  become  standard  procedure  throughout  prison  systems  in 
the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

If  individuals  are  not  aware  that  alternative  and  more  reliable 
sophisticated  testing  is  available,  and  the  individuals  are  forced  to 
accept  a prison's  simple  test  results,  the  religious  rights  of  Native 
Americans  will  continue  to  be  arbitrarily  eroded.  If  the  general  public 
is  unaware  of  the  increase  in  this  discriminatory  practice,  the 
diminishment  of  Native  American  religious  rights  may  go  unchecked. 

In  this  case,  Gary  Colbert  is  not  accepting  the  positive  test  result 
of  the  Lexington  Correctional  Center.  Instead,  he  has  arranged  for  a 
sophisticated  chemical  spectrum  analysis  of  his  pipe  at  an  independent 
lab  which  specializes  in  drug  testing.  Based  on  the  work  load  of  the 
lab,  we  have  been  informed  that  results  could  take  from  one  to  two 
weeks.  Once  the  results  have  been  determined,  another  update  will  be 
provided,  along  with  documentation  on  the  testing.  Documentation  from 
other  spiritual  advisors  who  have  encountered  the  same  discriminatory 
results  will  also  be  included  in  that  update. 

L.I.S.N.  stands  firmly  in  support  of  Gary  Colbert. 

Please  contact  lisn2000@lisn.net  for  any  questions,  comments  or 
suggestions . 

For  updates,  visit  http://www.lisn. net/religiousf reedom . htm#pipeupdate 
To  receive  organizational  information,  announcements  and  news: 

Please  send  an  email  to  league-subscribe@lisn.net.  To  unsubscribe,  send 
a message  to  league-unsubscribe@lisn.net 

— "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  - 

Date:  Sat,  23  Ian  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 


The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Wellen,  Shawn 
#199-224 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43302 
Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Fox 

Wolfgang,  3r.,  Eric  J. 

# BZ-2211  D/B/28 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Williams,  Mark  Andrew 
#235-737 
PO  Box  740 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  6/8/66 

Williams,  lames  Joseph 
#186904  3CCC 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Welbaum,  Billy  Joe 

#327-862 

PO  Box  45699 

Lucasville,  OH  45699-0001 
Date  of  Birth:  9/23/59 
Ancestry:  Navajo 

Wilson,  Harold  Gene 
DOC  930692 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  9/4/68 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Wogan,  Terry  Orin 
#308-685 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/24/60 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

" re : Vechet's  Food  for  Thought"  — 


Date:  Sat,  23  Jan  1999  17:46:50  -0600  (CST) 


From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Canrerras) 

Sub j : Food  for  Thought  001 

Vechet's  Food  for  Thought 

This  is  my  first  issue  of  "Food  for  thought." 

I'd  like  to  start  with  the  art  of  story  telling.  When  telling  a 
story  three  elements  are  needed:  Imagination,  enchantment  and  some 
lies.  Instead  of  documentation.  Native  Americans  told  stories.  Not 
just  anyone  could  tell  a story;  one  person  was  chosen  to  tell  the 
story,  and  had  the  job  of  preserving  the  story  just  as  if  it  just 
happened . 

After  listening  to  who  was  there,  the  circumstances  of  the 
whole  story  was  retold  with  a lot  of  imagination,  bringing  enchantment 
to  the  story,  using  small  lies  to  emphasize.  These  were  not  lies 
about  actual  facts- -for  example,  "the  coffee  mug  growled  as  if  to 
say  it  needed  hot  coffee"!  The  mission  of  a story  teller  was  to 
preserve  the  essence  of  that  story.  There  is  400  years  of  proof  that 
Indians  told  stories,  and  mastered  the  idea  of  story  telling.  (Only 
proven  because  Europeans  knew  of  these  stories,  not  to  say  how  many 
years  prior  to  the  invasion  these  stories  were  in  existence.)  The 
Native  American  language  was  in  existence  for  200,000  years,  the 
alphabet  started  in  1000bc,  3000  years  ago.  In  which  stories  matured 
into  Literature  = letter,  writings,  letter  writings,  a story  that 
was  orally  narrative.  When  for  instance  a document  was  needed  to 
settle  something  for  proof,  the  story  teller  who  knew  of  that  story 
was  sent  for  to  settle  the  case  as  if  he  was  sworn  in  to  tell  the 
whole  truth  and  nothing  but! 

Some  famous  stories  turned  into  Literature,  The  story  of  Troy  lasted 
for  400  years  before  writings.  11th  Genesis,  told  in  1850bc 
and  put  into  writing  1000bc,  was  a oral  story  for  over  800  years. 

That  of  Moses  was  told  for  200  years  before  being  printed  in 
what  is  now  the  Bible. 

I thought  this  to  be  of  importance  that  we  preserve  the 
essence  of  our  history,  we  are  blessed  with  great  imagination, 
graced  with  enchantment  and  hopefully  through  the  years  we  can 
correct  many  of  the  lies... 

True  Flistory 

Roger  Williams,  the  smartest  man  of  his  time  in  1630  created 
"Providence  Road  Island",  A colony  set  aside  for  the  Indians  but 
attracted  Puritan  lews. 

"RE : A Flundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Ian  1999  09:19:12  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub  j : Flistory:  A Flundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  91 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 
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Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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WORTH  WHILE. 


#0001 


IT  is  easy  enough  to  be  pleasant 


When  life  flows  by  like  a song. 

But  the  man  worth  while  is  the  one  who  will  smile 
When  everything  goes  dead  wrong; 

For  the  test  of  the  heart  is  trouble. 

And  it  always  comes  with  the  years. 

And  the  smile  that  is  worth  the  praises  of  earth 
Is  the  smile  that  shines  through  tears. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  be  prudent 
When  nothing  tempts  you  to  stray. 

When  without  or  within  no  voice  of  sin 
Is  luring  your  soul  away. 

But  it's  only  a negative  virtue 
Until  it  is  tried  by  fire. 

And  the  life  that  is  worth  the  honor  of  earth 
Is  the  one  that  resists  the  desire. 

-ELLA  WHEELER  WILCOX. 


LATEST  FROM  THE  BERMUDAS. 


Mrs.  Pratt  again  writes  to  her  children  and  we  are  permitted  to  see 
the  letter,  thus  giving  her  adopted  Indian  children  and  her  friends 
another  peep  at  the  interesting  doings  of  our  absent  ones  on  the  little 
islands  of  the  sea. 

PRINCESS  HOTEL,  HAMILTON,  BERMUDA. 

January  10th,  1899. 

Your  will  notice  that  we  have  moved  over  to  the  Princess  Hotel,  and 
we  are  delighted  with  the  change.  We  are  almost  opposite  our  former 
home  - Pickwick. 

Hamilton  town  although  lying  close  to  the  water's  edge  has  a much 
milder  climate  than  the  country  across  the  bay,  owing  to  its  southern 
exposure.  Still  the  few  chilly  days  we  had  last  week  over  there  were 
not  cold  enough  for  a fire. 

I took  a drive  one  of  our  "cold"  (?)  afternoons  and  although  we  were 
out  three  hours,  with  the  exception  of  a half-hour's  call  upon  some  new 
friends,  I was  not  uncomfortable  with  my  little  lace  cape  and  its  silk 
frill  about  the  neck;  so  you  see  we  do  not  know  much  about  cold  weather 
here. 

I had  a good  opportunity  to  practice  wheeling  when  in  the  country  on 
the  other  side  of  the  bay,  and  I hope  to  take  some  delightful  rides  on 
this  side  of  the  island. 

Our  room  here  at  the  Princess  is  the  southeastern  corner  one  on  the 
sky  floor,  a most  delightful  outlook  over  the  bay  and  town. 

Everything  that  comes  into  Hamilton  Harbor  must  pass  the  Princess. 
There  is  always  a breeze  and  even  when  there  is  a stormy  wind  it  is 
neither  a rough  one  nor  a "clammy"  one  as  we  experience  at  our  eastern 
seacoast  resorts. 

I believe  this  is  the  place  to  get  clear  of  neuralgia,  for  my  old 
companion  has  given  me  several  hints  of  itself,  but  a walk  or  wheelride 
soon  drives  it  away. 

Your  father  has  been  so  busy  in  his  idleness:  He  walks,  rides  his 
wheel,  sails  and  goes  fishing,  though  as  yet  he  has  not  met  with  his 
usual  success.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water,  but  they  seem  to 
be  too  English  to  be  caught  by  an  American. 

The  sailing  is  such  a complete  change  from  what  your  father  can  do  at 
Carlisle,  and  he  is  so  fond  of  it,  too,  that  I think  it  will  do  him 
good.  His  St.  Augustine  experiences  and  training  in  sailing  seem  not  to 
have  been  forgotten. 

We  have  met  friends  of  Miss  Hyde,  and  Misses  Shaffner  and  Ackerman 
whom  they  met  in  London,  and  acquaintances  of  some  of  your  father's 
friends,  when  he  was  a boy. 


The  rest  of  this  letter  is  of  a personal  nature  and  not  of  general 
interest,  but  since  it  came  we  have  seen  for  the  first  time  Mrs.  Pratt's 
first  letter  which  was  written  immediately  upon  their  arrival,  and  which 


was  sent  to  Denver  before  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  got  hold  of  it.  As 
there  are  some  interesting  things  therein,  we  will  take  the  liberty  of 
culling  notes  even  at  this  late  date: 

"My  dear  children,"  says  Mrs.  Pratt,  "If  wishes  were  carrier  doves  a 
thousand  of  them  would  have  been  tapping  at  your  windows  almost  daily, 
the  past  week  with  sweet  messages. 


(Continued  on  the  Fourth  Page.) 
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Miss  Luzena  Chouteau,  class,  '92,  is  in  Washington,  taking  a special 
course  of  study. 

Frederick  Riggs  in  the  Word-Carrier  says  that  the  Indians  do  not  know 
what  laziness  is,  therefore  have  no  word  for  it. 

Is  it  not  difficult  for  us  to  realize  these  days  of  cold  and  snow, 
that  in  Australia  men  and  cattle  are  dying  of  excessive  heat  and  thirst? 

We  see  by  a most  business-like  letter  ordering  special  copies  of  the 
Red  Man,  that  Mr.  Hugh  Soucea,  class  '94,  is  still  one  of  the  United 
States  Indian  School  force  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

This  week  the  shop  instructors  and  industrial  teachers  are  grading 
their  apprentices.  Some  may  be  surprised  when  they  see  their  standing. 
Inattention  and  no-thought  work  keeps  a learner  back. 

The  sad  news  comes  from  Phoenix,  Arizona,  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Laura 
Long  Cochrane,  '95.  Mrs.  Cochrane  was  sick  only  a few  days  with 
inflammation  of  the  bowels.  She  leaves  a little  baby  boy  not  quite  nine 
months  old. 

John  Kennedy,  once  a pupil  with  us,  writes  from  Browning,  Montana, 
that  he  has  missed  the  HELPER  very  much  since  its  discontinuance.  He 
sent  renewal,  and  hopes  everyone  at  Carlisle  had  a Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year. 

Dr.  Montezuma  says  that  Chicago  is  a good  reservation  to  solve  the 
Indian  question.  He  is  proud  of  the  Indians  there  now  taking  special 
courses  of  study,  among  others.  Misses  Dohnson  and  Hicks.  "It  is  grand 
to  see  such  progressive  girls,"  he  says,  and  he  is  pleased  that  Delia 
Randall  is  following  her  profession  of  nursing  at  the  Lac  du  Flambeau 
school  and  that  Emily  Peake,  '93,  has  fitted  herself  by  special  study  in 
Chicago,  to  take  the  position  of  clerk  at  the  Oneida  Boarding  school, 
Wisconsin.  Miss  Chouteau,  class  '92,  now  in  Washington,  spent  several 
years  in  Chicago  in  business  for  herself  and  in  special  study.  If  there 
are  progressive  lines  in  any  direction  Dr.  Montezuma  will  find  them  to 
walk  there  in.  His  motto  is  and  always  has  been  the  "Standard"  motto  of 
our  school  - "En  Avant." 

The  Debate. 


The  Susan  Longstneth  Literary  Society  met  defeat  bravely  last  Friday 
night  in  the  public  debate  with  their  Standard  brothers,  upon  the 
question.  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  acted  generously  toward  Spain 
in  the  late  treaty  of  peace.  The  audience  was  eager  for  the 
intellectual  combat.  In  nearly  every  question  that  has  been  discussed 
publicly  the  Susans  have  come  off  victorious,  but  on  Friday  night  the 
handsome  banner  of  the  Standards,  bearing  their  motto  "En  Avant,"  must 
have  been  their  mascot,  for  as  soon  as  the  flittering  letters  were  seen 
under  the  electric  light  there  was  anxiety  depicted  on  the  faces  of  the 
Susans  and  on  all  who  wished  for  them  the  honor  of  former  years,  but  on 
the  countenances  of  their  opponents  there  was  a determination 
indescribably  which  said,  "Now  or  never." 

The  orchestra  of  nine  or  ten  pieces  made  a lively  opening  by  playing 
Fontaine  March,  (Althouse) . President  Gouge  of  the  Standards  said  in 
his  introductory  remarks  that  all  knew  that  the  Susans  boasted  that  they 
had  never  been  conquered,  but  if  he  looked  upon  them  as  an  unconquerable 
foe  he  did  not  show  it  in  his  speech.  He  made  a gentlemanly  address,  at 
the  close  of  which  Dennison  Wheelock  was  called  upon  to  preside  over  the 
debate.  The  orchestra  played  the  Pagoda  March,  the  president  appointed 
the  Judges  - Miss  Dawson,  of  North  Dakota,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Watts  of 
Carlisle,  and  the  debate  was  on. 

Space  forbids  giving  the  full  text  of  the  well  prepared  speeches. 

Frank  Beale  was  the  first  on  the  affirmative;  and  was  followed  by 
Pasaquala  Anderson  on  the  negative  then  John  Garrick  on  the  affirmative 
and  Ameila  Clark  on  the  negative.  Susie  Yupe  was  the  last  regular 
speaker  on  the  negative  and  Jacob  Horne  for  the  affirmative;  then  came 
the  rebuttal  by  the  affirmative  and  the  negative.  With  one  exception 
the  speeches  showed  thoughtful  painstaking  care  in  preparation  and  the 
audience  was  perceptibly  moved  with  the  thrilling  eloquence  and 
earnestness.  A number  of  times  the  speakers  were  obliged  to  wait  for 
applause  to  cease.  While  the  judges  were  out  the  orchestra  again 
played,  and  President  Wheelock  filled  in  the  time  with  timely  remarks  on 
the  question.  Now  the  door  opens!  The  speaker  breaks  off  in  the  middle 
of  a sentence  and  the  audience  waits  in  breathless  expectancy.  Had  the 
girls  or  the  boys  won?  Miss  Dawson,  who  was  chairman,  reported  in  clear 
and  well  chosen  words  complimenting  both  sides  for  their  excellent 
addresses,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  Standards  had  the 
weight  of  argument.  Then  such  a shouting  as  went  up  from  that  "En 
Avant"  side  of  the  house.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  wondered  if  Major 
and  Mrs.  Pratt  heard  the  applause  away  down  in  Bermuda.  All  shared  in 
the  good  feeling  except  the  Susans  who  sat  demurely  by  looking 
crestfallen  and  beaten. 

A double  quartette  composed  of  Susans  and  Standards  sang  a very  pretty 
good-night  song,  and  the  audience  was  dismissed,  all  leaving  with  a 
better  idea  of  the  peace  treaty  than  they  ever  had  had  before. 


The  January  school  exhibition  was  putting  on  its  last  finishing 
touches  last  night  as  we  went  to  press. 
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Miss  Ericson  spent  Sunday  with  friends  in  Harrisburg  and  Steelton. 

Miss  Senseney  attended  the  wedding  of  Miss  Kennedy  in  Chambersburg  on 
Tuesday. 

Mrs.  Butler  spent  part  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Washington. 

Miss  Barclay  to  be  in  fashion  had  a touch  of  La  Grippe.  She  is 
teaching  No.  11  for  a few  days. 

Miss  Mary  G.  Hilton,  of  Oak  Hill  was  a guest  of  ye  Fortnightly 
hostesses,  for  all  Monday  night. 

George  Moore  and  our  other  Chemawa  boys  have  been  interested  in  the 
Chemawa  Souvenir. 

Professor  J.G.  Cope,  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  was  a guest  of 
Professor  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  on  Sunday. 

Professor  Wilbur  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  who  has  a son  in  Dickinson 
College,  dined  with  Professor  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  on  Monday. 

On  Tuesday,  at  the  opening  exercises  of  school,  Mrs.  Sawyer  presented 


Schumannn  the  composer,  and  played  several  exquisite  selections  from  his 
writings . 

Miss  Annie  Moore  has  returned  from  New  York  City,  where  she  took  a 
special  short  course  in  Kindergarten  music,  and  will  visit  her  aunt, 

Mrs.  Given,  for  a few  days  before  going  to  her  field  of  work  in  the 
west . 

The  following  shows  an  understanding  of  the  subject  quite  equal  to 
some  of  our  own  bright  (?)  answers.  Teacher:  "What  is  the  equator?" 
Pupil  (confidently):  "An  imaginary  lion  running  around  the  earth." 

Miss  Ronaldson,  of  New  York  City,  and  Miss  Dawson,  of  Ft.  Berthold, 
N.Dak.,  who  visited  the  school  this  week,  left  on  the  late  train 
Saturday  night  for  New  York  and  Trenton. 

Miss  Wood,  by  going  to  work  sooner  than  she  ought,  gave  the  grip  a 
chance  to  take  a new  grip  and  was  sent  to  bed  with  the  struggle.  We  are 
happy  to  be  able  to  report  at  this  writing  that  she  is  again  nearly  able 
to  resume  her  duties. 

Some  one  asks  again.  Who  is  that  Man-on-the-band-stand?  And  we  have 
but  to  reply  again  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  the  NEWS 
personified.  The  band-stand  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  grounds  from 
which  all  that  goes  on  may  be  seen  and  heard,  is  his  home.  He  stays 
there  forever  but  is  not  seen. 

Little  Robert  Keokuk  has  been  a hospital  shut-in  for  a few  weeks,  on 
account  of  a gathering  under  his  knee.  The  M.O.T.B.S.  is  glad  to  learn 
how  brave  Robert  is  about  having  his  leg  dressed,  and  how  rapidly  he  is 
improving.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Robert  is  the  grandson  of  the 
famous  chief  Keokuk  after  whom  the  thriving  and  beautiful  city  of 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  was  named. 

At  no  time  do  we  make  so  much  of  minutes  as  when  there  is  good  skating 
on  the  pond.  If  we  would  with  the  same  spirit  fill  in  every  available 
minute  in  climbing  education's  hill,  and  make  ourselves  as  sharp  in 
class  recitation  as  we  make  our  skates,  how  rapidly  we  would  grow!  Why 
do  we  sharpen  our  skates?  "So  we  will  not  slip  sidewise,"  says  a 
skater.  There  is  more  danger  in  slipping  backward  in  the  class.  Let  us 
sharpen  our  wits. 

The  Carlisle  Fortnightly  Club  met  in  the  Teacher's  Club  parlor  on 
Monday  evening,  on  invitation  of  Misses  Cutter  and  Burgess. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  was  a guest  at  the  wedding  of  Miss  Kennedy,  daughter 
of  President  Kennedy  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad,  Chambersburg,  on 
Tuesday. 

On  Wednesday,  Miss  Forster  gave  an  excellent  talk  before  the  school  at 
the  opening  exercises,  the  Congressional  Library,  which  she  visited 
during  the  holidays,  being  her  topic. 

Mr.  Sowerby  and  Mr.  I.  Wheelock  will  attend  the  Invincibles  this 
evening.  Mr.  Blackbear  and  some  one  in  Miss  Simmons'  place  the 
Standards,  and  Mr.  Snyder  and  Mr.  St.  Cyr  the  Susans. 

Miss  Mable  Benedict  recently  resigned  her  position  as  teacher  at  the 
Osage  Indian  School,  Oklahoma,  and  on  her  way  to  her  home  in  Washington 
D.C.  stopped  off  to  see  our  school  and  the  Hoopa  Valley  children  whom 
she  taught,  year  before  last,  in  California.  They  were  delighted  to  see 
their  good  friend.  Miss  Benedict  had  much  to  say  about  the  workings  of 
the  schools  on  the  reservations  where  she  has  taught.  She  was  fond  of 
her  work  and  of  the  children. 

The  entertainment  spoken  of  last  week  which  Director  Wheelock,  of  the 
band,  was  preparing,  came  off  on  Saturday  evening  in  the  gymnasium.  We 
will  not  attempt  to  describe  it,  as  it  is  to  be  repeated,  and  we  would 
not  take  from  it,  its  uniqueness.  That  it  was  one  of  the  best 
entertainments,  all  musical,  that  the  school  has  experienced  is  saying 
very  little.  There  were  serious  and  pathetic  scenes,  grace  and  poetry 
of  action,  military  precision,  and  most  extravagant  mirth-provoking 
performances  as  the  music  proceeded  in  charming  strains. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said  to  his  son  that  "any  intelligent  and 
industrious  young  man  may  become  rich  if  he  STOPS  ALL  LEAKS  and  is  not 
in  a hurry.  The  art  of  making  one's  fortune  is  to  SPEND  NOTHING."  Some 
of  the  Indians  not  only  spend  all  they  have  but  all  they  can  worry  out 
of  their  friends.  Always  willing  to  borrow,  but  very  forgetful  about 


paying  back!  Such  people  are  called  shiftless,  and  dishonest.  If  you 
make  two  cents  a day,  the  way  to  do  is  to  live  on  one,  and  put  the  other 
away  where  it  will  grow.  ONE  CENT!  Many  a fortune  was  begun  on  one 
cent.  Save  your  trolley  fares!  It  looks  ridiculous  to  see  people  in 
good  health  riding  on  the  trolley  car  when  they  have  not  enough  money  in 
the  world  to  buy  a pair  of  shoes,  and  not  a cent  in  bank.  Perhaps  the 
money  they  are  spending  was  begged  from  home  where  comforts  were  denied 
poor  father  and  mother,  to  send  a worthless  boy  at  school  what  he  begged 
for.  It  has  a shiftless  look  to  spend  money  riding  in  a trolley  car 
when  the  weather  is  good  and  time  is  not  precious,  even  if  you  have  a 
good  many  cents  in  the  bank.  For  every  cent  of  money  whether  we  earn  it 
or  beg  it,  spent  in  a way  that  is  not  right  and  wise  we  will  have  to 
suffer  sometime.  Let  us  save  our  PENNIES  until  we  have  enough  with 
which  to  do  something  useful  for  ourselves  and  for  the  world  in  which  we 
live. 
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(Continued  from  the  First  Page.) 


First,  they  would  tell  of  our  comfortable  voyage  - no  storm,  no 
swelling  waves  of  sufficient  force  to  toss  our  small  boat,  striking 
terror  to  timid  souls,  not  to  mention  that  organ  which  is  so  essential 
but  so  emotional  under  such  circumstances. 

Instead,  the  message  would  have  been  that  our  ship  sailed  on  with  no 
disturbance  - a steady  push  ahead  - making  good  speed. 

On  Friday  we  were  in  the  Gulf  Stream.  (They  sailed  from  New  York  on 
Thursday  the  15th  of  December) . The  sun  shone  and  the  sea  seemed  to  be 
only  rippling  in  merriment,  as  we,  happy  hearted,  walked  the  upper  deck, 
or  contentedly  sat  with  new  friends  exchanging  our  best  old  jokes  for 
theirs,  equally  good  and  old. 

But  we  were  not  destined  to  pass  the  day  without  a sensation,  for  soon 
a sail  was  sighted,  and  all  glasses  were  turned  toward  the  interesting 
object  which  lay  directly  in  our  course. 

Our  ship's  captain  noticed  a flag  of  distress  waving  from  the  tall 
mast  of  the  vessel. 

We  were  soon  in  speaking  distance,  and  a voice  came  over  the 
glistening  sea: 

'We  are  starving!  Help  us!' 

It  was  beautiful  to  see  how  our  ship  circled  around  and  lay  off  to  the 
windward  side. 

A boat  from  the  distressed  ship  was  loosened  ad  rowed  to  our  ship's 
side,  where  in  readiness  were  fresh  beef,  salt  meats,  bread  and  boxes  of 
crackers,  canned  stuffs  and  what  made  the  sailors  laugh  - packages  of 
tobacco,  all  lowered  into  their  boat  until  it  would  hold  no  more. 

The  captain  of  the  starving  crew  looked  warn,  thin  and  haggard,  as  he 
related  how  they  were  driven  out  to  sea  from  anchor,  near  Portsmouth, 
during  the  great  storm  of  Nov.  2th,  31  days  ago. 

They  had  been  48  hours  without  food,  and  worse  still,  they  knew  not 
where  they  were. 

The  vessel  was  from  Philadelphia  and  a coast  sailing  vessel. 

On  Saturday  morning  we  were  awakened  by  a rough  sea,  which  dashed  its 

waves  against  our  ship  in  not  a very  gentle  manner,  and  as  we  lifted  our 
eyes  to  the  stormy  clouds  above  us,  we  declared;  'Today  is  not 
yesterday'  and  questioned  the  desirability  of  going  to  breakfast,  but 
being  'heap  brave'  we  breakfasted  with  a few  companions. 

After  an  hour  or  two  the  sky  cleared. 

Towards  noon  we  were  about  out  of  the  storm  and  land  was  in  sight. 

After  luncheon  and  our  bags  packed,  we  went  to  the  upper  deck  and 
looked  upon  the  loveliest  islands  I ever  saw. 

Our  ship  wound  its  way  in  through  a narrow  channel,  safely  guided  by  a 
trusty  pilot  who  came  out  into  the  open  sea  to  direct  our  way. 

If  rest,  change  and  quiet  is  what  we  need,  we  have  found  all  three  in 

these  lovely  islands. 

What  impresses  us  most  at  first  is.  How  wonderfully  clean  everything 


is!  Their  houses  are  all  white,  gleaming  like  white  marble;  even  the 
roofs  glisten  like  smooth  white  marble. 

All  fresh  water  to  be  obtained  is  by  the  rainfalls;  consequently 
something  besides  beauty  is  considered  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
housetops . 

The  cottage  at  which  we  are  stopping  is  approached  from  the  bay  by 
row-boats,  which  carry  you  to  the  foot  of  a grassy  lawn. 

You  ascend  stone  steps  and  enter  the  grounds  which  are  enclosed  by  a 
white  wall;  up  a few  more  stone  steps  and  you  stand  upon  a broad  piazza 
from  which  you  can  look  out  upon  one  of  the  most  enchanting  pictures  of 
water  and  sky  and  life  across  the  way,  a busy  but  not  a noisy  town. 

Our  place  is  named  Pickwick,  and  the  house  has  no  back  door,  we  might 
say,  for  while  we  thought  ourselves  entering  the  front  way  when  we  came 
by  water,  we  find  as  we  cross  the  hall  and  parlor  we  walk  out  upon 
another  piazza,  and  a little  walk  leads  to  a gateway  which  opens  out 
upon  the  highway. 

The  grounds  are  most  unconventional  in  arrangement,  green  grass, 
flowering  shrubs,  bushes  laden  with  beautiful  large  roses,  tall  cedars, 
orange,  lemon,  palm  and  many  plants  that  we  do  not  see  at  home  outside 
of  the  botanical  gardens,  and  of  which  I cannot  yet  give  the  names. 

Bermuda  is  called  'The  Land  of  the  Lily  and  the  Rose.  ' 

I am  not  certain  that  I am  quite  awake.  I find  myself  questioning: 
When  did  I leave  snow  and  sleet  and  chilly  winds,  hurry  and  bustle,  the 
sound  of  the  steam  whistle,  the  busy  trolly  oars,  and  all  else  that 
rushes  us  on  beyond  our  strength,  to  come  to  this  quiet,  sunny  land  with 
no  smoke,  no  microbes,  no  malaria,  no  hurry,  no  special  work,  but 
instead  the  odor  of  sweet  smelling  flowers,  and  balmy  and  enchanting 
views . " 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  5 letters. 

My  3,  4 is  part  of  a laugh. 

My  3,  1,  5 is  a word  in  horse  language. 

My  3,  1,  2 is  for  the  head. 

My  whole  is  what  most  of  the  boys  at  the  Carlisle  school  dislike  very 
much  at  this  season  of  the  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Massasoit. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Our  Sons"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Han  1999  14:30:57  -0600 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd.org> 

Sub j : Poem  to  Our  Sons.... and  Smoke  Signals 

UUCP  email 

Tiahui  to  All, 

Thanks  for  the  inspiration  3im.. 

"It's  a good  day  to  be  Indigenous"...  John  Trudell  in  Smoke  Signals 

I fffffinaallllyyy  watched  the  movie  "Smoke  Signals",  Tuesday  night.  I sat 
down  with  my  wife,  16  year  old  daughter  and  11  year  old  son  and  watched 
this  beautiful  account  of  relationships.  For  me  the  movie  transcended  color 
and  racial  barriers. 

Since  I don't  want  to  give  too  much  of  the  movie  away,  in  the  event  that 
some  of  you  have  not  seen  it  yet,  all  I will  say  is  that  I did  not  expect 
the  movie  to  be  as  powerful  as  it  was  (and  is).  Due  to  my  mentor  work  with 
so  many  young  boys/men  and  my  own  relationship  with  my  own  son  and 
daughter,  I was  extremely  touched  by  the  emotions,  feelings,  simplicity  and 


the  words  that  this  movie  communicated  to  me.  As  the  poem  was  read  at  the 
end  of  the  movie,  I began  to  weep.  (My  own  father  and  I had  experienced  the 
same  ending.)  My  son  upon  seeing  me  weep  came  over  and  sat  on  my  lap  and  he 
started  to  cry.  We  must  have  cried  for  over  5 minutes.  Dust  sitting  there, 
holding  each  other,  in  silence  and  allowing  the  tears  to  flow  freely.  I 
can't  begin  to  say  how  important  genuine  "father-son"  relationships  are.  We 
all  know  this . . . 

My  wife  and  daughter  also  cried,  but  it  was  as  though  they  knew  that  my  son 
and  I needed  that  time  for  our  tears,  so  they  allowed  us  to  be  together, 
alone . 

So  I am  enclosing  this  poem,  for  all  our  sons.... 

I swear  my  dear  son 
no  one  in  the  entire  world 
is  as  precious  as  you  are 

look  at  that  mirror 

take  a good  look  at  yourself 

who  else  is  there  above  and  beyond  you 

now  give  yourself  a kiss 
and  with  sweet  whispers 
fill  your  ears  to  the  brim 

watch  for  all  that  beauty 
reflecting  from  you 

and  sing  a love  song  to  your  existence 

you  can  never  overdo 

praising  your  own  soul 

you  can  never  over-pamper  your  heart 

you  are  both 

the  father  and  the  son 

the  sugar  and  the  sugar  cane 

who  else  but  you 
please  tell  me  who  else 
can  ever  take  your  place 

now  give  yourself  a smile 
what  is  the  worth  of  a diamond 
if  it  doesn't  shine 

how  can  I ever  put  a price 

on  the  diamond  that  you  are 

you  are  the  entire  treasure  of  the  house 

you  and  your  shadow 

are  forever  present  in  this  world 

you  are  that  glorious  bird  of  paradise... 

Rumi 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — 

Date:  Tue,  19  Dan  99  03:18:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  2-8 


PEPELUALI 

(February) 


(Kau-lua) 

2 

In  the  first  golden  light  of  dawn,  nothing  is  impossible! 

3 

Music  is  the  key  to  the  inner  spirit. 

4 

My  feet  walk  the  paths  where  kings  have  gone. 

5 

For  every  ending,  there  is  always  another  beginning. 

6 

We  were  not  the  first  in  this  land:  the  Gods,  ke  akua,  were  here  before  us. 

7 

Before  you  throw  a stone,  pohaku,  ask  whose  spirit  dwells  in  it. 

8 

To  care  for  the  land  is  an  act  of  worship. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  25  January  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 


Tatanka  Oyate  Mani 
(They  walk  for  the  Buffalo  People) 

On  the  dawn  of  the  7th  day  of  February,  in  the  7th  generation, 
according  to  ancient  wintercount,  in  the  year  1999,  will  rise  with 
the  sun  a new  beginning  and  a powerful  day  of  prayer,  song,  honor, 
respect  and  ceremony. 

As  Elders,  leaders,  and  common  men  and  women  will  gather  from  the 
four  directions  near  the  Fleart  Of  All  That  Is  (Sacred  Black  Hills ) 
at  the  Oyate  Center  (Peoples  Gathering  Place)  located  in  the  heart 
of  Lakota  Homes  at  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  (Directions  1-90  to 
Haines,  North  to  Paha  Sapa  Road,  turn  right  at  Yield  sign,  first 
drive  to  office/center)  to  declare  a utmost  historical  and 
important  event  of  a great  Spiritual  Walk  (or  Religious  Pilgrimage) 
of  507  miles,  to  Yellowstone  National  Park,  to  create  utmost 
awareness  of: 

#1  - Traditional/Spiritual  Teachings,  and  original 
instructions  of  various  Indigenous  Nations  including  the  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  and  their  implications  to  the  world  and  beyond 
(The  Lakota,  the  four  colors  of  man  and  womankind,  buffalo  and 
Yellowstone  National  Park). 

#2  - To  create  utmost  awareness  of  the  last  "Free"  Roaming  Buffalo 
known  to  the  Lakota  as  Tatanka  Oyate,  which  translated  means  "we  who 
belong  to  them"  and  their  great  relationship  to  Indigenous  cultures 
and  the  ecosystem  and  how  their  presence  contributes  to  the  very 
balance  of  nature  in  North  America,  known  to  the  Lakota  as  Unci 
Makoci  Wakan  (Sacred  Grandmother  Earth). 

We  invite  all  to  join  us.  Please  come  prepared  for  all  types  of 
weather  conditions  and  to  walk  in  beauty,  with  a good  heart.  The 
Walk  is  Spiritual,  not  of  a political  nature  and  the  National  Park 
will  be  aware  of  our  Journey. 

There  will  be  prayers  morning  and  evening  and  meetings  of  a 
council  of  elders  along  the  way,  talking  circles  so  that  walkers  can 
speak  with  the  Elders.  Those  who  feel  they  cannot  walk  are  invited 
to  bring  vehicles  to  help  carry  supplies.  Please  contact 
605-342-7539  or  E mail  Wolf song@hills . net  for  information  and  to 
commit  to  the  Sacred  Walk.  Mitakuye  Oyasin  Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

Walk  for  the  Buffalo 


Rapid  City,  SD  to  Yellowstone  Agenda 
(Schedule  subject  to  change) 

Feb.  6 Gathering  at  Oyate  Center,  Rapid  City  4:00  p.m. 

Feb.  7 Leave  Lakota  Flomes/Paha  Sapa  Daybreak  Arrive  Bear  Butte,  SD 

Feb.  8 Leave  Bear  Butte  SD  Arrive  Belle  Fouche,  SD 

Feb.  9 Leave  Belle  Fouche  Arrive  Alzada,  Mt.  apx.  30  miles 

Feb.  10  Leave  Alzada  Mt  Arrive  Hammond/Boyes,  Mt.  28  miles 

Feb.  11  Leave  Flammond/Boyes,  Mt.  Arrive  Broadus,  Mt.  20  miles 

Feb.  12  Leave  Broadus,  Mt.  Arrive  Ashland,  Mt.  41  miles 

Feb.  13  Restday 

Feb.  14  Leave  Ashland  Mt.  Arrive  Lamedeer  Mt.  41  miles 
Feb.  15  Leave  Lamedeer  Mt.  Arrive  Busby  Mt.  16  miles 

Feb.  16  Leave  Busby  Mt.  Arrive  Crow  Agency,  Mt.  25  miles 

Feb.  17  Restday 

Feb.  18  Leave  Crow  Agency,  Mt.  Arrive  St.  Xavier,  Mt.  32  miles 

Feb.  19  Leave  St.  Xavier,  Mt.  Arrive  Pryor,  Mt.  41  miles 

Feb.  20  Leave  Pryor  Mt.  Arrive  Laurel  Mt.  35  miles 
Feb.  21  Restday 

Feb.  22  Leave  Laurel,  Mt.  Arrive  Columbus  Mt.  25  miles 

Feb.  23  Leave  Columbus,  Mt.  Arrive  Big  Timber,  Mt.  41  miles 

Feb.  24  Leave  Big  Timber,  Mt.  Arrive  Livingston,  Mt.  43  miles 
Feb.  25  Restday 

Feb.  26  Leave  Livingston,  Mt.  Arrive  Emigrant  Mt.  22  miles 
Feb.  27  Leave  Emigrant,  Mt.  Arrive  Gardiner,  Mt.  32  miles 

"Please  let  everyone  know  that  they  are  not  expected  to  walk  the 
entire  507  miles.  If  they  wish  to,  that  is  fine,  but  they  can  join 
us  at  points  along  the  way  and  walk  a few  steps,  a quarter  mile,  or 
whatever  they  feel  they  wish  to  do. 

Everyone  can  carry  the  bundle  and  pray  while  walking  with  it  for 
healing  for  loved  ones  and  receive  a healing.  Families  and 
communities  can  take  relays  walking  if  they  wish.  All  are  welcome  to 
walk  in  their  own  way. 

We  will  be  leaving  Lakota  Flomes  in  Rapid  City,  walking  North  and 
going  to  Bear  Butte,  then  to  Devils  Tower,  then  along  the  road  near 
Lame  Deer.  At  each  sacred  site  we  will  offer  special  prayer 
ceremonies  for  the  world. 

A detailed  map  will  be  sent  out  soon  giving  our  exact  route. 

We  need  those  along  the  route  who  wish  to  help,  to  provide  feed 
and  hay  for  our  horses,  hot  food  for  our  people,  medical  help  for 
our  people  and  are  welcome  to  bring  whatever  they  wish. 

We  are  trusting  in  Spirit  to  touch  the  hearts  of  the  world  to  come 
forward  and  do  what  they  are  given  to  do. 

We  did  send  notification  to  the  National  Park  Service  today  that 
we  are  coming  on  a Spiritual  walk  and  that  we  come  in  peace  and 
prayer . 

We  have  to  obtain  vaccination  certificates  and  legal  papers  for 
our  horses  to  cross  state  lines,  which  we  are  attempting  now  to  do. 

If  anyone  knows  of  a veterinarian  in  South  Dakota  who  would  be 
willing  to  check  our  horses  and  issue  the  certificates  as  a gift,  it 
would  be  much  appreciated.  The  test  cost  $35  per  horse,  money  which 
we  do  not  have. 

If  you  have  family  who  would  like  to  walk  in  memory  and  honor  of 
your  ancestors,  clan  or  nation,  they  are  welcome  to  come. 

We  once  had  an  elder  who  could  only  walk  four  steps  due  to  the 
pain  of  his  disease,  on  a sacred  run,  but  he  came  to  do  that 
sacrifice  in  honor  of  his  ancestors.  We  welcome  elders  who  wish  to 
take  a few  steps  to  make  their  prayer  for  mankind  and  will  have 
others  there  to  help  them. 

We  will  have  a prayer  meeting  and  feast  at  the  Oyate  Center  in 
Lakota  Homes,  Saturday  all  day,  Feb.  6.  All  are  welcome  to  come  and 
pray,  sing  and  eat.  We  will  leave  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  Feb. 

7th . 

We  ask  the  People  of  the  world  for  their  prayers  as  we  walk  and  we 
carry  the  staff  and  the  buffalo  pipe  for  all  colors  of  people,  for 


all  of  mankind. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 


Powwow  Announcements: 

From:  SAYANAWOLF@aol.com 


Loc:  NY  Starting:  01-30-1999  Ending:  01-31-1999 
New  Year  Mid-Winter  Celebration 

Lotus  Music  & Dance  Studios  presents: 

A Mohawk  New  Year  Mid-winter  Celebration 
at  the  American  Indian  Community  House, 

404  Lafayette  Street,  8th  floor.  New  York  City 
(between  Astor  Place  and  East  4th). 

The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Saturday  January  30,  1 and  3 p.m. 

(Tom  Porter  & Crafts  Demonstrations) 

Sunday  January  31,  1 and  3 p.m. 

(Tom  Porter  & Mohawk  Singers) 

Admission  is  $5,  open  seating. 

Reservations  are  recommended,  call  (212)  627-1076. 

Mohawk  Heartsong- Journey  Through  the  Longhouse  is  an  ongoing 
lecture  and  performance  series  with  Tom  Porter  (Bear  Clan)-chief 
spiritual  leader  of  the  Mohawk  community  at  Kanatsiohareke  (Ga  na  jo 
ha  lay:gay),  Fonda,  NY-and  the  Mohawk  Singers  and  Dancers.  Through  a 
grant  from  the  Lila  Wallace-Reader ' s Digest  Arts  Partners  Program, 
Mohawk  Heartsong  intends  to  serve  as  a catalyst  for  the  renewal  of 
the  urban  Native  American  community's  cultural  identity. 

Mr.  Porter  has  served  a number  of  positions  on  the  Mohawk  Nation 
of  Chiefs  council  and  is  the  founder  of  and  spokesperson  for 
Kanatsiohareke,  a traditional  Mohawk  community  in  the  Mohawk  Valley, 
Fonda,  NY.  He  has  lectured  at  Trent  College  and  is  a consultant  to 
the  North  American  Indian  Traveling  College.  He  is  noted  for  his 
efforts  to  keep  traditional  ways  alive,  especially  reaching  out  to 
young  Native  Americans  of  all  tribes.  The  Mohawk  Singers  and 
Dancers  are  among  the  foremost  performers  of  Iroquois  traditions  in 
North  America  today.  They  have  presented  traditional  dance,  song 
and  storytelling  at  Carnegie  Hall,  the  Smithsonian  Festival  of 
American  Folk-life,  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  and 
the  Canadian  Museum  of  Civilization. 

Lotus  Music  & Dance  Studios  will  partner  with  a wide  array  of 
organizations,  including  Kanatsiohareke,  the  American  Indian 
Community  House,  Manahata  Indian  Arts  Council  & the  National  Museum 
of  the  American  Indian,  to  host  Native  American  Longhouse 
celebrations,  throughout  1999  and  2000. 

For  more  details,  contact  Lotus  at  (212)  627-1076;  109  West  27th 
Street  8th  floor,  NY,  NY  10001.  Visit  our  web  site  at  http:\\www. 
lotusarts.com. 


Loc:  CO  Starting:  02-06-1999  Ending:  02-06-1999 
Demonstration 

A demonstration  will  be  held  at  the  Colorado  Capital  Building 
west  steps  for  the  release  of  political  prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  on 
February  6,  1999  at  2:00PM.  Speakers  will  be  present,  including  his 
daughter,  Kathy. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  or  want  any  additional  information, 
please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at: 

The  International  Ethics  Society 
Morgan  Carroll 

10001  East  Evans  Avenue  #64C 
Denver,  Colorado  80231 
(303)  743-8389  phone 
(303)  377-0665  fax 
MLCarrol@concentric . net 


Loc:  TX  Starting:  02-13-1999  Ending:  02-13-1999 
Native  American  Student  Assoc.  & 

American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  of 
Texas  A&M  University: 

7th  Annual  Pow  Wow 

Sat.  Feb  13,  2 PM  - 11  PM. 

Location:  Sam  Rayburn  Middle  School,  1449  S.E.  Bypass  (Hwy  6) 
Bryan,  TX. 

Gourd  dancing  2-5  PM 
Supper  break  5-7  PM 
Grand  Entry  7 PM 

For  info  call:  Richard  Burgess  or  3eff  Wellman  409-596-3189 


Loc:  CA  Starting:  03-27-1999  Ending:  03-28-1999 

Second  Annual  Native  American  Inter-Tribal  Pow  Wow 

Location:  Whittier  High  School,  12400  Philadelphia  St.,  Whittier,  CA 

Saturday:  10:00  AM  to  9:00  PM 

Sunday:  10:00  Am  to  6:00  PM 

Public  Invited!  Free  admission! 

All  Drums  and  Dancers  welcome.  Contest-Prizes  Awarded. 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Emo  Motchman 

Eagle  Staff:  Saginaw  Grant 

Arena  Director:  Victor  Chavez 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Mike  Garcia 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Tina  Calderon 

Head  Young  Man  Dancer:  Benito  Rojas 
Head  Young  Lady  Dancer:  Samantha  Moreno 
Whipman:  Robert  lacobo 

Host  Drum:  Blue  Stone 

Invited  Drum:  Thunder  Creek 

Invited  Royalty: 

Chumash  Interpretive  Princess: 

Corrina  Rojas 

Kateri  Circle  Princess:  Angie  Cruz 
No  drugs  or  alcohol.  Bring  own  chair  and  shade. 

For  more  info  call: 

Mary:  (562)  908-6425 

Rick:  (562)  695-5259 


Date:  Mon,  18  Ian  1999  21:48:07  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  Pow  Wow  update 

Upcoming  events  of  Native  American  interest: 

> Ian.  29-31:  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Silver  Sands 
Arena,  625  Tomoka  Farms  Road  (County  Road  #415),  New  Smyrna  Beach,  FL. 
Dance  & Drum  competition;  Educational  programs  & exhibits;  Craft  & skill 
demonstrations;  Story  telling;  Aztec  dancers.  Traders  by  invitation  only. 
Emcee:  Rick  Bird.  Proceeds  to  benefit  Spruce  Creek  Preserve  Project  & help 
protect  Spruce  Creek  Indian  Mound  site.  Info:  (904)  424-0860  or 
www.volusia.com/indian . 

> Feb.  20:  North  Carolina  School  of  Science  & Math  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  at 
the  Charles  R.  Eilber  Center,  Durham,  NC.  Info:  (919)  286-3366. 

> Feb.  27-28:  Discover  Native  America  Competition  Pow  Wow,  at  Eckerd 
College,  St.  Petersburg,  FL.  Info:  (800)  456-9009. 

Note:  Anyone  wishing  to  be  added  or  deleted  from  these  events  listings  may 
send  an  e-mail  message  to  wanige@aol.com;  news  & corrections  of  upcoming 
events  is  always  welcome. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Ian  1999  09:12:06  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 


Sub j : (Fwd)  NAC  topics  for  the  next  two  weeks 


Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(a)vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  January  25-29,  1999 

MON  - 1/25:  Bringing  Native  Food  Crops  to  Market: 

There  are  numerous  native  agricultural  producers  in  this  country  growing 
high  quality  organic  food  crops.  Their  biggest  obstacle  however  is  bringing 
their  goods  to  the  marketplace  and  the  commodities  program.  How  can  we 
bring  Native  food  crops  to  market?  Guests  include  Clayton  Brascoupe,  program 
director  for  the  Traditional  Native  American  Farmers  Association. 

TUE  - 1/26:  Adolescent  Promiscuity: 

Sexual  encounters  and  discovery  for  today's  young  adults  can  be  a dangerous 
endeavor.  With  so  many  new  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  an  untimely 
encounter  during  a moment  of  passion  can  prove  to  be  deadly.  How  can  our 
young  adults  learn  the  ways  of  the  birds  and  the  bees  in  these  times  of 
lethal  sexual  diseases?  Invited  guests  include  youth  organizers  Michael 
Spears  and  Nathan  Chasing  His  Horse. 

WED  - 1/27:  Book  of  the  Month:  "Essie's  Story": 

This  is  the  life  story  of  Esther  Burnett  Horne,  a Shoshone  woman  who 
dedicated  her  life  to  becoming  an  accomplished  and  inspiring  educator  in 
Indian  boarding  schools.  Her  experiences  as  student  and  teacher  have  enabled 
her  to  provide  a detailed,  authentic  portrait  of  boarding  school  life. 

Guests  include  Esther  Burnett  Horne  and  co-author  Sally  McBeth. 

THU  - 1/28:  Buffalo  Slaughter: 

Things  are  heating  up  in  cold  Montana.  The  State  is  sending  buffalo  to 
slaughter,  which  has  outraged  many  Native  and  non-native  communities.  The 
state  says  it's  necessary  to  kill  the  buffalo  for  the  fear  that  brucellosis 
carrying  bison  will  endanger  rancher's  livestock.  Opponents  of  the  slaughter 
say  there  is  no  scientific  evidence  that  proves  this.  Can  the  buffalo  be 
saved  from  the  Montana  slaughterhouses?  Guests  include  Michael  Meese  of 
Buffalo  Nations. 

FRI  - 1/29:  Chemical  Dependency: 

Addiction  to  cocaine,  heroin,  even  crack,  is  very  serious  and  certainly 
deadly.  What  leads  one  down  the  dead  end  road  to  chemical  dependency?  On 
this  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling,  Sharon  McConnell  and 
guests  will  explore  Chemical  Dependency  in  Indian  Country. 


HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  January  1-5,  1999 

MON  - 2/1:  First  Americans  in  the  Arts  Awards: 

It's  the  Native  version  of  the  Academy  Awards,  the  Emmys  and  the  Grammys  all 
rolled  into  one.  This  is  Indian  Country's  most  glamorous  event  and  it  is 
being  held  in  Hollywood,  California.  What  was  your  favorite  Native  movie  in 
'98... your  favorite  music... your  favorite  actors  and  actresses?  Guests 
include  Dawn  Jackson,  vice-chair  of  the  FAITA  Board  of  Trustees. 

TUE  - 2/2:  Current  Events: 

In  Connecticut,  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  have  formed  a political  action 
committee  or  PAC.  In  D.C.,  the  Saginaw  Chippewa  Tribe  of  Michigan  has 
purchased  a house  on  Embassy  Row.  In  Yellowstone  National  Park,  buffalo  are 
still  in  danger  of  being  slaughtered.  And  in  Minnesota,  new  governor  Jesse 
Ventura  is  threatening  to  cut  all  Indian  Education  funding. 

WED  - 2/3:  Tribes  vs.  Tobacco  Companies: 

Tribes  from  throughout  Native  America  were  left  out  when  the  tobacco 
industry  handed  out  $206  billion  to  states  for  smoking-related  health  costs. 
Now  tribes  are  taking  it  upon  themselves  to  get  their  fair  share  from 
tobacco  companies.  Will  the  industry  cough  up  the  cash?  Invited  guests 
include  Navajo  attorney  Albert  Hale  and  Cherokee  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd. 
THU  - 2/4:  BIA  Trust  Funds  Mismanagement: 

Some  call  it  the  biggest  debacle  in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  federal 
government.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  allegedly  mismanaged  or  lost 
billions  of  dollars  held  in  trust  for  tribes  and  individual  members.  Now, 
the  special  trustee  appointed  to  clear  up  the  mess  has  quit  in  protest. 
Invited  guests  include  Dorn  Nessi  of  the  BIA. 


FRI  - 2/5:  Ear  Diseases/Deafness: 

It's  easy  to  take  hearing  for  granted,  but  what  would  you  do  if  you  couldn't 
hear?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  guests  for  a discussion  about  the  various 
ear  diseases  affecting  people  as  well  as  how  prevalent  deafness  is  in  Indian 
Country. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287, airos@unlinfo . uni . edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 
Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Fluman  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  far  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 

the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 

John  Trudell,  1998 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Molly/Save  Ward  Valley,  Harvey  Arden,  Blue  T 5,  Martha  E.  Ture,  Moonlight, 
lean  BraveHeart,  Big  Bill  Haywood,  3ohn  Shafer,  Nancy  Thomas,  Scott  Curtis, 
Arthur  Miller/NorthWest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  3ohn  Wm  Sloniker, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Christine  A.  Penney, 

Janet  Smith,  Larry  Innes,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Vechet, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Frank  Blazquez 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  2 23:28:21  1999 
Date:  Tue,  2 Feb  1999  19:40:07  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.006 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 
Native  Americas  Dournal/Akwe: kon  Press; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


There  is  one  God  looking  down  on  us  all.  We  are  all  the  children  of 
one  God.  The  sun,  the  darkness,  the  winds  are  all  listening  to  what 
we  have  to  say." 

_ Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Chiricahua 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  i 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 

i Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

With  sincere  thanks  to  Greg  there  is  now  a mirror  website  for  this 
newsletter  that  hyperlinks  the  table  of  contents  of  the  current  issue  to 
the  corresponding  article. 

Those  of  you  who  prefer  to  read  only  specific  articles  may  wish  to  use 
this  site.  The  URL  is... 

http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

In  his  own  words: 

I am  Greg,  not  at  all  native  - not  one  single  drop  of  native  blood  in  me. 

I am  pretty  clear  about  that  on  my  page.  I am  1/2  Dapanese  and  1/2  Italian. 
Dust  got  invited  to  come  pray  with  some  Traditional  Lakota  People  a long 
while  back  and  fell  in  love  with  the  people.  So  until  about  2 years  ago  I 
hung  out  in  Kyle  a few  months  out  of  the  year.  If  you  wish  there  is  more 
on  that  at 

http : //bearvisions . com/Page9 . html 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


There  is  a walk  for  the  Buffalo  Nation  from  Rapid  City  to  Yellowstone.  It 
is  my  honor  to  share  these  words  from  Lakota  Elder  Rosalie  Little  Thunder 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

My  name  is  Rosalie  Little  Thunder.  I am  of  the  Sicangu  band  of  the  Lakota 
Nation.  I hold  no  position  of  power  and  I hold  no  wealth,  but  I do  have  an 
important  message  for  you. 

Historically,  the  buffalo  were  critically  essential  to  our  survival  and 
were  the  center  of  our  culture.  We  hold  them  sacred  (we,  who 
hold  fast  to  the  laws  and  sacredness  of  the  natural  world).  For  many  of 
our  people,  especially  our  elders,  the  slaughter  was  a horrendous  tragedy, 
reminding  us  of  similar  massacres  of  our  people  in  the  not-so-distant 
past.  I am  a descendant-survivor  of  two  massacres:  the  1855  Little  Thunder 
massacre  in  Nebraska  (within  the  boundaries  of  the  1851  treaty  territory) 
and  the  Sand  Creek  massacre  ten  years  later.  But  that  is  not  unique;  all 
native  people  in  this  country  have  haunting  massacre  histories. 

In  the  late  1800's,  60  million  or  more  buffalo  were  mindlessly 
slaughtered,  in  a very  deliberate,  calculated  move  to  starve  and  conquer 
the  native  people.  The  buffalo  were  slaughtered,  we  were  slaughtered,  the 
buffalo  are  being  slaughtered  again.... 

Like  the  two  sides  of  the  buffalo/Indian-head  nickel,  we  are  synonymous; 
two  sides  of  a single  coin.  We,  and  the  buffalo,  share  a common 
history  that  we  dare  not  forget.  We  may  be  generations  and  miles  removed 
from  the  buffalo,  but  according  to  the  wisdom  of  thousands  of  years  of 
existence  in  the  natural  world  and  interdependence  with  the  buffalo,  we 
hold  a belief;  a prophecy  of  an  inseparable  destiny. 

Surely,  as  a leader,  you  must  at  least  understand  the  challenge  of  being 
responsible  for  not  only  the  people,  here  and  now,  but  also  for  future 
generations.  "In  every  deliberation,  we  must  consider  the  impact  upon  the 
7th  generation"  was  the  challenge  of  our  traditional  leadership. 

If  the  sacredness  of  the  buffalo  is  so  difficult  a concept  to  understand, 
then  consider  this:  science  recognizes  the  buffalo  as  a keystone  species 
of  the  ecosystem  and  like  us,  who  serve  as  "miners'  canaries"  for 
humanity,  the  buffalo  too  serve  as  such  for  the  natural  world  that 
sustains  us  all. 

If  this  land  could  support  60  million  plus  buffalo  that  were  almost 
completely  exterminated,  save  for  those  very  few  that  sought  refuge  in 
Yellowstone,  then  we  have  yet  to  comprehend,  to  experience  the  full 
impact  of  their  absence. 

It  is  happening  all  over  again.  Beneath  the  layers  of  pathological 
politics,  once  that  smokescreen  of  disease  is  blown  away,  you  will  find 
that  same  brutal  violence  that  this  country  was  built  upon.  Mr.  President, 
that  violence  is  not  just  a faint  memory  in  family  history,  I've  been  in 
Yellowstone,  I have  seen  it. 

You  have  signed  an  executive  order,  directing  your  agencies 
and  departments  to  consult  with  tribes  in  matters  that  affect  them.  The 
buffalo  are  of  historic,  cultural,  and  religious  significance  and  we  have 
not  been  consulted  in  a meaningful  manner.  We  have  not  even  been 
participants  on  the  Environment  Impact  Study  team.  As  the  leader  who 
affixed  his  name  on  that  Executive  Order,  you  must  honor  Government  to 
Government  Relations  and  tribal  consultation  in  determining  the  fate  of 
the  sacred  buffalo;  your  national  symbol. 

We  remain  in  Yellowstone  with  many  friends;  peaceful  but  determined 
guardians  of  the  buffalo.  Ho,  hecetu! 


This  just  in: 


"We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Gary  Silk,  of  Green  Grass,  SD,  will  be 
the  new  Field  Director  for  Tatanka  Oyate  and  represent  a Native  Presence 
at  Yellowstone  in  an  effort  to  educate  and  protect  the  Yellowstone  Bison. 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder 
7th  Generation  Fund 

Chief  Joseph  Chasing  Florse 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
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"RE : Big  Mountain/Black  Mesa/SDN  News"  

Date:  Wed,  27  Jan  1999  12:14:31  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Part  I-Some  good  news 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  27  Jan  1999  00:26:00  EST 

Sub j : For  Big  Mountain  List-Part  I-Some  good  news,  SDN  Press  Release, 
and  more  threats  to  HPL  residents 


To  Big  Mountain  List, 

A Dineh  delegation  just  traveled  to  Los  Angeles  for  a House  of  Blues 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Benefit  Concert  on  Sunday,  January  17th  to  honor 
the  Dineh.  The  delegation  consisted  of  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Pauline 
Whitesinger,  Glenna  Begay,  Caroline  Tohannie,  Rena  Babbitt  Lane,  John  Lane, 
John  Benally,  Leonard  Benally,  Tom  Bedonie,  Carlos  Begay,  Lenora  Hathalie, 
and  others. 

John  Trudell,  Jackson  Browne,  the  band  Indigenous,  Medusa,  Mauro  Olivera, 
Floyd  Westerman  and  others  performed.  It  was  at  the  House  of  Blues  in  Los 
Angeles  in  the  presence  of  over  1,000  people  that  Roberta  Blackgoat 
received  a Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Human  Rights  award  'I  Have  a Dream'  on 
behalf  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation.  Liberato  Bautista,  Assistant  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  in  LA  at  the  time  and  spoke,  announcing  that  he  will 
be  joining  the  Dineh  delegation  in  Geneva.  I also  received  a Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Human  Rights  award  'Spirit  of  the  Drum'.  It  was  nice  to 


have  a happy  occasion  to  celebrate. 

In  LA,  we  did  two  radio  programs  and  a demonstration  at  Southern 
California  Edison.  The  electricity  used  to  light  up  LA  comes  from  the 
Mohave  Generating  Station-currently  under  suit  by  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust 
and  Sierra  Club-supplied  with  coal  from  Peabody  Coal  Company's  Black  Mesa 
mine. 


SDN  Press  Release 
"I  have  a Dream" 
lanuary  21,  1998 

Native  American  Prayer  Ceremony  and  Demonstration 
9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  8th  and  Mission,  12  noon 
Trial  of  Manybeads  vs.  United  States 

--There  will  be  a Native  American  Prayer  Ceremony  and  Demonstration  at  the 
9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  on  Thursday,  lanuary  21  to  oppose  the 
relocation  and  genocide  of  the  Native  Americans  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 

The  Manybeads  lawsuit  was  filed  in  1988  on  behalf  of  the  Dine'  (Navajo) 
who  face  eviction  from  their  traditional  lands  as  a result  of  a law  passed 
by  the  US  Congress  in  1974.  The  law  required  the  eviction  of  all  people 
living  in  an  area  which  contains  the  nation's  richest  coal  deposits  and 
which  is  larger  than  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  Over  12,000  people  were 
forcibly  relocated,  but  several  thousand  have  remained  on  their  land 
despite  all  attempts  to  remove  them. 

The  lawsuit  claims  that  the  forced  relocation  from  their  ancestral  land 
violates  their  right  to  practice  their  religion.  The  traditional  Dine' 
religion  is  based  on  a spiritual  relationship  with  their  ancestral  land, 
and  to  separate  them  from  their  land  would  have  the  same  impact  as  telling 
a Christian  that  they  would  no  longer  be  able  to  worship  lesus.  The  lower 
court  ruled  against  the  Dine',  but  the  9th  circuit  appeals  court  requested 
the  parties  work  out  a mediated  settlement.  A settlement  was  reached 
between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribal  governments  (which  are  both  financed 
primarily  by  Peabody  Coal  Company)  and  the  US  government,  but  was  rejected 
overwhelmingly  by  the  Dine'  people.  Congress  ratified  the  settlement  in 
1996  and  ordered  the  eviction  of  all  people  not  accepting  the  solution. 

In  December  1998,  the  people  on  the  land  resisting  the  government 
settlement  received  notices  informing  them  that  they  will  be  evicted  in 
the  next  90  days.  The  Dine'  believe  they  must  remain  upon  their  lands, 
where  their  families  have  lived  for  countless  generations,  but  they  have 
been  powerless  to  stop  the  destruction  of  their  homes  or  of  their  sacred 
and  burial  sites. 

For  over  two  decades,  the  United  States  Government  has  committed  gross 
violations  of  human  rights,  relegating  the  Dine'  people  to  second  class 
citizens,  denied  inalienable  fundamental  rights  guaranteed  to  every  other 
US  citizen.  Leon  Berger,  Executive  Director,  Navajo-Hopi  Indian 
Relocation  Commission,  upon  resignation  stated,  "The  forcible  relocation 
of  over  12,000  Navajo  people  is  a tragedy  of  genocide  and  injustice  that 
will  be  a blot  on  the  conscience  of  this  country  for  many  generations." 

In  April  1997,  when  all  efforts  to  obtain  justice  in  the  US  judicial 
system  failed,  the  Dine'  filed  a formal  request  to  the  Untied  Nations 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  to  conduct  an  investigation  of  violations 
perpetuated  against  them  by  the  US  government.  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor, 
Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  visited  Black  Mesa  in  early  February  1998.  This  is  the  first  time 
the  US  has  been  formally  investigated  by  the  United  Nation  for  violations 
of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief.  This  issue  is  the  chief 
focus  of  the  UN  Report  on  Religious  Intolerance  in  the  US  that  will  be 
presented  in  Geneva  Switzerland  in  early  April  1999  and  the  General 
Assembly  in  the  fall.  It  is  expected  that  the  US  will  be  cited  for  human 
rights  violations  in  the  case.  While  the  UN  decision  is  not  legally 
binding  in  US  courts,  such  mandates  have  been  responsible  for  ending 
Apartheid  in  south  Africa  and  the  banning  of  land  mines  in  Liberia. 

On  lanuary  17th,  representatives  of  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  traveled  to 
Los  Angeles  to  receive  an  International  House  of  Blues  Martin  Luther  King 
Ir.  'I  have  a Dream'  award.  The  Dine'  people  believe  just  as  Martin 
Luther  King  Ir.  has  said,  "I  have  a dream  that  someday  soon  we  will  be 


free. " 

As  the  delegation  travels  north  to  San  Francisco  to  appeal  to  the  9th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  religious  freedom,  they  remember  the  'Spirit 
of  the  Dream".  Over  400  million  US  tax  payer  dollars  have  been  spent  to 
fund  relocation.  Can  US  citizens  allow  forced  relocation  in  the  year  2000 
within  the  borders  of  the  United  States? 

-We  urge  you  to  join  us  on  Thursday,  lanuary  21  at  noon  to  support  Freedom 
of  Religion. 


Unfortunately  when  Pauline  Whitesinger  returned  home  she  received  a 90-day 
eviction  notice.  It  is  most  probable  that  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Ida  Mae 
Clinton,  Sarah  Begay  and  Kee  Z Begay  among  others  also  received  this 
notice.  We  will  be  getting  a copy  of  the  notice  to  stop  the  eviction 
process . 

By  federal  law,  P.L.  104-301,  no  one  can  be  evicted  before  February  1, 
2000.  The  federal  officials  are  as  aware  of  this  deadline  as  the  Dineh 
people  are,  however,  the  Navajo  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  Commission  is  doing 
this  as  an  overt  act  of  aggression  to  scare  the  people.  At  the  same  time 
this  is  happening,  the  Navajo  Flopi  Land  Commission  members  were  just 
stopped  from  misusing  $2.7  million  dollars,  with  Relocation  Commissioners 
planning  to  each  receive  $250,000  for  their  own  use.  As  you  will  notice 
in  the  news  articles,  funds  that  are  supposed  to  be  available  for  the 
payment  of  grazing  fees  and  the  release  of  impounded  animals  for  HPL 
residents  was  also  mis-spent. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

Part  II-news  articles  detailing  more  corruption  by  the  Navajo  Flopi  Land 
Commission 

Dear  Big  Mountain  list. 

The  full  text  of  this  Navajo  Times  news  article  follows: 

Attempt  by  NHLC  members  to  misuse  $2.7  million  halted 
Commissioners  planned  to  each  receive  $250,000.00  for  own  use 
By  Marley  Shebala 
Navajo  Times  Staff 
lanuary  14,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  - An  attempt  by  the  outgoing  Navajo-Flopi  Land  Commission  to 
stop  $1.5  million  for  construction  of  homes  on  Flopi  Partition  Lands  was 
stamped  illegal  by  the  Navajo  Nation  lustice  Department  on  Tuesday. 

According  to  the  tribal  lustice  Department  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Commission,  which  consists  of  council  delegates  from  chapters  affected  by 
the  Nava jo-Flopi-US  Land  Dispute,  recalled  the  resolution  appropriating 
the  $1.5  million  on  lanuary  11. 

That  was  about  three  months  after  they  approved  it.  lustice  Department 
attorney  Sharon  M.  Noel  stated. 

Noel  stated  that  the  NHLC  lacked  established  procedures  for  recalling 
the  $1.5  million  resolution  and  so  the  funds  must  continue  to  be  expended 
for  the  construction  of  homes  on  the  HPL. 

She  stated  that  agreements  also  were  already  made  between  the  NHLC  and 
the  Navajo  Nation  Housing  Services  to  speed  up  the  building  of  homes  on 
the  HPL  because  of  winter  weather  conditions. 

Noel  stated  that  $2.7  million  in  the  resolution  appropriating  the  $1.5 
million  should  be  halted. 

She  stated  that  NHLC  appropriated  the  $2.7  million  for  18  identified 
chapters  affected  by  the  land  dispute,  but  that  the  $2.7  million  included 
a limit  of  $250,000  for  community  projects  for  each  Navajo  Hopi  Land 
Commission  member. 

Noel  reiterated  that  the  $1.5  million  went  through  the  legally  required 
tribal  signature  review  process  and  the  $2.7  million  did  not. 

She  stated  that  the  "purported"  approval  of  the  $2.7  million  may  violate 
conflict  of  interest  law  for  council  delegates. 

The  determination  by  the  commissioners  to  divide  up  the  $250,000  per 
representative  reasonably  creates  the  appearance  of  or  opportunity  for 


private  gain  and  the  loss  of  independence  in  funding  Navajo  Rehabilitation 
Trust  Fund  projects  objectively,  therefore,  violating  Navajo  Nation  law," 
Noel  stated. 

The  attempt  by  the  NHL  to  recall  the  resolution  dealing  with  the  $1.7 
million  and  $2.7  million  began  after  the  council's  Government  Services 
Committee  asked  the  Navajo  Nation  Finance  Department  to  temporarily 
suspend  all  expenditures  of  the  Navajo  Rehabilitation  Trust  Fund  on 
January  7. 

The  Government  Services  Committee  stated  on  January  7 in  a memorandum  to 
the  tribal  Financial  Department  their  request  for  a moratorium  on  further 
spending  of  the  NRTF  was  based  on  their  review  of  an  audit  of  the  NHLC 
office. 

The  GSC  stated  that  the  NHLC  officers  reported  to  them  that  members  of 
the  NHLC  allocated  $250,000  for  community  projects. 

Navajo  Nation  Chief  Legislative  Counsel  Steven  Boos  in  a Tuesday 
memorandum  to  Navajo  Nation  Council  Delegate  Ervin  Keeswood,  who  served  as 
GSC  chairperson,  stated  that  $1.5  million  for  replacement  housing  on  the 
HPL  was  prioritize,  well-documented  and  had  legal  tribal  review. 

Boos  further  stated  that  the  $2.7  million,  which  was  divided  equally 
among  the  commissioners,  was  inappropriate  because  the  projects  were  not 
prioritize  or  documented  or  legally  analyzed. 

He  stated  that  the  two  plans  for  how  funds  are  to  be  appropriated  from 
the  Trust  Fund  are  very  strict  and  the  $1.5  million  met  those  standards. 

"I  also  conclude  that  the  appropriation  of  $2.7  million  to  the 
commissioners  is  in  violation  of  the  governing  documents  of  the  Trust  Fund 
and  is  therefore  invalid,"  Boos  stated. 


The  Independent 
January  20,  1998 

Audit:  Big  problems  with  Navajo-Hopi  Land  office 
By  Martin  Salazar,  Dine'  Bureau 

WINDOW  ROCK  - The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  office  seems  to  have  major 
problems . 

Among  other  things,  auditors  believe  commissioners  of  the  Navajo-Hopi 
Land  Commission  may  have  divided  a $1.3  million  appropriation  among  their 
own  districts  - giving  each  commissioner  nearly  $127,000  for  community 
improvement  projects. 

The  October  audit  also  charged  poor  management  led  to  an  ineffective  use 
of  funds,  that  office  employees  misused  emergency  financial  assistance  for 
unauthorized  purposes  and  failed  to  implement  recommendations  made  by 
tribal  auditors  in  1994. 

Roman  Bitsuie,  executive  director  of  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission 
office,  was  unavailable  for  comment  Tuesday.  But  in  documents  submitted 
to  auditors,  he  proposed  the  transfer  of  day-to-day  management  of  the 
Navajo  Rehabilitation  Trust  Fund  to  the  Division  of  Finance. 

The  special  audit  was  conducted  by  the  Navajo  Auditor  General's  office 
because  of  a June  1997  request  from  the  tribal  Council's  Government 
Services  Committee. 

The  report,  forwarded  to  Bitsuie  on  Dec.  16,  noted  "the  ineffective 
management  of  Commission  Office  employee  activities  contributed  to  the 
lack  of  controls  over  program  operations." 

The  problems  noted  in  the  report  included: 

-failure  to  set  priorities  for  funding  community  improvement  projects 
-poor  documentation  of  the  methods  used  to  select  recipients  of  housing 
materials 

-noncompliance  with  provisions  of  the  Office  of  Navajo-Hopi  Indian  Relocat 
grant  agreement 

The  auditors  said  that  during  July  1995  budget  discussions  on  a $1.3 
million  appropriation  for  community  improvement  projects,  the  office 
failed  to  evaluate  or  prioritize  the  community  project  proposals  received 
as  of  June  1994. 

Because  the  project  proposals  were  not  evaluated  by  the  office,  the 
community  improvement  projects  were  funded  without  effective  planning,  the 
audit  showed. 

"The  commissioners  identified  projects  with  costs  totaling  approximately 


$9  million  for  funding  from  the  $1.3  million  budget/'  the  report  stated. 
"This  clearly  shows  that  the  budget  is  not  sufficient  to  fund  the  28 
projects.  Instead  of  evaluating  the  28  projects  and  selecting  the  feasible 
projects  that  the  budget  could  sufficiently  fund,  the  Commission  approved 
to  fund  all  28  projects." 

The  commission  chairperson  told  auditors  that  the  commission's  intent 
was  to  obtain  matching  funds  from  other  sources  to  cover  budget  deficits, 
according  to  the  report. 

But,  the  report  said,  "with  no  firm  commitment  of  matching  funds  from 
other  funding  sources  the  budget  which  was  available  since  Feb.  1,  1996 
showed  little  financial  activity."  As  of  Sept.  30  1998,  only  $447,678 

out  of  $1.3  million  had  been  used. 

"This  shows  ineffective  use  of  available  funds,"  the  report  stated. 

The  report  also  criticized  the  office  for  inadequately  documenting  its 
methods  for  deciding  who  would  receive  housing  materials. 

"The  Commission  Office's  poor  documentation  in  selecting  the  recipients 
of  housing  materials  results  in  no  evidence  that  the  recipients  were  those 
applicants  who  need  the  housing  materials  the  most,"  the  report  said.  The 
housing  materials  fund  contained  $400,000.  As  of  Sept.  30,  $176,450  had 
been  spent. 

Although  they  were  unable  to  provide  documentation,  office  staff  told 
auditors  that  housing  surveys  were  conducted  on  the  Navajo  Partition  Lands 
and  Bennett  Freeze  areas  to  identify  potential  applicants  for  housing 
assistance.  Staff  members  told  auditors  that  three  consulting  firms  were 
paid  more  than  $270,000  to  conduct  the  surveys.  Referrals  and  priority 
lists  were  also  received  from  impacted  chapters. 

"The  surveys  and  chapter  referrals  were  used  in  conducting  assessments 
to  identify  applicants  who  meet  the  Commission  Office  selection  criteria 
of  poor  health,  dilapidated  and/or  overcrowding  housing  conditions,"  the 
report  said.  "Flowever,  the  Commission  Office  could  not  provide 
documentation  that  assessments  were  conducted  which  enabled  the 
identification  of  eligible  applicants." 

Staff  members  told  auditors  a disorganized  filing  system  contributed  to 
the  misplaced  or  lost  assessment  records. 

Auditors  also  evaluated  the  folders  of  the  11  recipients  of  housing 
materials'  assistance  from  the  Navajo  Partition  Land  area. 

"We  found  three  applicants  were  recommended  to  the  Commission  for 
approval,  although,  there  no  application  forms  or  documentation  showing 
the  clients  met  the  selection  criteria,"  the  report  said.  "Further,  the 
Commission  Office  processed  the  purchase  requisitions  for  housing 
materials  of  the  clients  whose  files  are  incomplete." 

The  audit  also  noted  noncompliance  with  some  provisions  of  the  Office  of 
Navajo-Flopi  Indian  Relocation  grant  agreement.  The  grant  agreement  sets  a 
limit  on  how  much  money  can  be  provided  for  emergency  financial  assistance. 
The  agreement,  however,  allows  the  office  to  exceed  that  limit,  provided 
that  written  justification  is  provided  to  the  ONFIIR. 

Auditors  randomly  selected  15  emergency  assistance  applications  to 
determine  whether  the  office  was  following  the  agreement. 

"Our  examination  showed  that  10  of  the  financial  assistance  awards 
exceeded  the  ceiling  limit,"  the  report  states.  "Flowever,  except  for  one 
application,  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  Commission  Office  submitted 
justification  letters  for  the  nine  applications  that  exceeded  the  ceiling 
limit."  Staff  members  told  auditors  that  verbal  justification  was 
provided  to  the  ONFIIR,  according  to  the  report. 

The  audit  also  revealed  that  the  office  jeopardized  additional  funds  by 
neglecting  to  submit  a required  report  to  the  ONFIIR. 

"The  grant  agreement  requires  the  Commission  Office  to  submit  to  the 
ONHIR  a summary  report  of  expenditures  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  the  grant 
or  upon  complete  expenditure  of  funds,"  the  report  stated.  "The  grant 
agreement  further  stipulates  that  the  approval  of  subsequent  grants  is 
contingent  upon  the  submission  of  the  summary  report." 

The  report  states  that  the  $20,000  grant  was  fully  expended  as  of 
September  30,  1997,  yet  the  office  has  not  submitted  the  report. 

"Consequently,  the  Commission  Office  has  not  received  an  additional 
grant  from  the  ONHIR,"  the  report  stated. 


The  audit  also  uncovered  problems  with  the  office  allocating  emergency 
financial  assistance  funds  for  unauthorized  purposes.  ****jhe  emergency 
fund  is  supposed  to  be  used  to  help  Navajo  Hopi  Partition  Land  residents 
pay  for  grazing  permit  fees  and  impoundment  fees.  But  auditors  found  that 
the  fund  was  also  used  to  provide:  educational  assistance,  mortgage 
payment/rental  assistance,  funeral  expense  assistance  and  burnout 
assistance. **** 

"The  Commission  Office  represented  that  they  have  been  providing  the 
financial  being  questioned  in  prior  years  and  did  not  realize  that  they 
were  not  included  in  its  detailed  budget,"  the  report  stated. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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"RE : Blackfeet  Literacy  Effort"  

Date:  Fri,  29  lan  1999  13:20:38  -0600 
From:  "3ohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  01-24-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

ROMANCING  THE  BLACKFEET ; Writers  & Blackfeet  Nation 
Combine  to  Combat  Illiteracy 
January  21,  1999 
PRNewswire 

LOS  ANGELES,  --  Illiteracy,  Romance  Writers,  Walmart  and  Blackfeet 
Indians?  What  do  they  have  in  common?  Banded  together  in  a united  fund 
raising  venture,  16  writers  are  combining  efforts  with  the  Blackfeet 
Nation  to  combat  illiteracy. 

Convening  at  Walmart  on  1275  N.  Azusa  Ave.  in  Covina  on  January  25th 
from  11  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  for  a writers'  book  signing  and  related  fund- 
raising events.  The  Press  Announcement  starts  at  11:30  a.m.  All  funds 
raised  go  to  benefit  the  "H.E.L.P.  - Blackfeet  Nation"  project  headed  by 
Harold  Dusty  Bull,  Administrator  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribal  Education 
Department,  to  combat  illiteracy  on  the  reservation, 

"Part  of  the  reason  I started  to  work  with  the  Hollywood  Education  and 
Literacy  Project  (H.E.L.P.)  is  it  provided  me  with  the  skills  to  deal  with 
the  educational  needs  of  our  children.  For  the  first  time  I can  envision 
teaching  parents  to  tutor  their  own  children.  Through  educating  our 
children  we  can  bring  back  our  history  and  culture,"  Harold  Dusty  Bull 
stated . 

L.A.  based  Romance  writer  Karen  Kay  was  responsible  for  bringing 
together  fifteen  other  Los  Angeles  area  romance  writers  who  are  donating 
their  time  and  efforts  for  this  event:  Patricia  Thayer  (Silhouette);  Linda 
McLaughlin  and  Anne  Farrell  --  who  write  under  Lyn  O' Farrell  (Precious 
Gems);  Linda  0.  Johnston  (Leisure/Love  Spell);  Madeline  Baker  (Topaz); 
Kathleen  Harrington  (AVON);  Debbie  Decker  (Precious  Gems);  Heather  Cullman 
(Topaz);  Victoria  Bruce  (Leisure);  Jean  DeWitt  (Harper);  Donna  Davidson 
(Zebra/Kensington);  Sandy  Fraser  (Precious  Gems);  Barbara  Clark  (Precious 
Gems);  Susan  Leslie  Lippitz  (Berkley/Penguin)  and  Jill  Marie  Landis 
(Berkley/Penguin).  Walmart  is  matching  all  funds  raised  dollar  for  dollar. 

Schedule  permitting,  organizers  anticipate  dance  performances  by  Indian 
actor  Steve  Reevis  (Geronimo,  Dances  with  Wolves,  etc.).  Also  performing 
will  be  the  Indian  Drum,  Northern  Exposure.  (An  Indian  Drum  is  similar  to 


a band  of  singers,  about  five  to  six  men  usually  sit  around  a drum,  keep 
time  to  the  music  with  the  drum  and  sing.) 

The  Hollywood  Education  and  Literacy  Project  (H.E.L.P.)  is  a model 
community  literacy  program  that  provides  one-on-one  tutoring  and  mentoring 
with  the  result  of  raising  a person's  literacy  and  communication  skills, 
increasing  their  opportunities  in  life  and  in  the  work  force.  H.E.L.P. 
also  provides  instruction  and  internships  at  its  facilities  in  Hollywood 
for  people  opening  community  centers  world  wide.  H.E.L.P.  utilizes  the 
effective,  proven  techniques  developed  by  humanitarian  and  educator  L.  Ron 
Hubbard . 


— "RE:  Statement  from  Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse"  

Date:  Fri,  29  lan  1999  12:20:38  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Statement  from  Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horse,  Lakota  Elder  for  the  19th  generation  carrier 
of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

A Statement  from  Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse  through  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 
regarding  the  rightful  return  of  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  to  the 
Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Peoples 

Mita  Kolapi  (my  friends) 

I have  received  an  urgent  request  by  documented  letter  from  respected 
traditional  leader  and  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  Dr.  Arvol 
Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota/Dakota/  Nakota  Nation,  to  pursue  (Docket  74 
B-A)  the  legal  description  of  the  case  otherwise  known  as  the  Black  Hills 
Sioux  Land  Claims;  known  to  the  Lakota  as  the  Heart  of  All  That  Is,  and 
Grandmother  Earth  to  many  Indigenous  cultures. 

Through  constructive  measures  we  will  seek  the  return  of  the  Lakota  people 
to  the  ceremonial  and  cultural  related  sacred  lands  within  these 
ceremonial  areas  of  the  Lakota  Nation's  ceremonial  hunting  grounds.  We  do 
this  in  order  to  restore  the  teachings  and  ceremonies  of  the  buffalo 
culture  (or  Pte-Oyate)  Buffalo  Nations  and  their  traditional  relationship 
to  these  lands  and  the  Universe,  "So  that  our  people  will  be  whole  again" 
as  our  Spiritual  Leader  stated  within  his  letter. 

Upon  accepting  this  great  and  historical  responsibility  there  have  been 
several  initiatives  (with  the  help  of  many)  put  into  action.  First  and 
foremost  was  ceremony,  but  also  on  educational  and  technological  levels. 
These  actions  will  establish  the  structure  and  center  in  which  the 
knowledge  of  the  people  will  unfold,  creating  a unified  effort  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  total  restoration  of  the  People,  Culture,  and  Land. 

These  ongoing  annual  ceremonies,  cultural  activities,  conferences, 
educational  forums  and  research  projects  will  enhance  the  Lakota  people's 
struggle  for  their  spiritual  home  as  they  prepare  to  empower  themselves 
with  this  knowledge  and  enter  into  the  next  century.  Please  involve 
yourselves  in  these  events  on  community,  national  and  international 
levels . 

The  following  are  five  of  many  events  which  we  are  coordinating  throughout 
this  year  in  preparation  for  the  millennium,  the  year  2000. 

(1)  Walk  for  the  Buffalo  People 

Feb.  7-27,  three  weeks,  1999. 

Lakota  Homes  to  Yellowstone,  Montana 


(2)  Spring  Gathering  - welcoming  the  thunders 
March  20-21,  1999. 


Sylvan  Lake  Parking  Center  to  top  of  Ho-cho-ka  (Harney  Peak) 

In  the  Black  Hills. 

(3)  Lakota  Star  Knowledge  Conference  Past-Present-Future 

Dune  21-25,  1999 

Palmer  Gulch  Resort,  Black  Hills 

(4)  Gathering  of  Eagles 

Dune  26-29,  1999 

Ho-Cho-ka  or  Center  of  the  Black  Hills 
5)  Sundance  Ceremony 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  of  the  Black  Hills 
Duly  4-9,  1999 

Ho-cho-ka,  Center  of  the  Black  Hills 

With  my  involvement  of  networking  and  as  facilitator  of  these  events  I am 
in  total  support  of  continuing  efforts  by  many  Indian  Nations  to  revive 
and  restore  Indigenous  Cultures  and  their  relationship  to  the  geographical 
areas  of  which  they  are  a part. 

I encourage  individuals,  groups  and  nations  to  engage  in  collaborations  on 
community,  national  and  international  levels  through  constructive  measures 
to  develop  a united  front  to  attain  the  goals  and  objectives  which  these 
initiatives  set  forth. 

I further  encourage  the  creation  of  a global  awareness  that  all  sources  of 
knowledge  must  come  together  to  assure  a future  for  seven  generations  to 
come. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 
Doseph  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Mendota"  

From:  PrttyShLd4@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  26  Dan  1999  02:15:21  EST 

Sub j : Fwd:  Mendota  Update 

MENDOTA  UPDATE 

Dear  Friends, 

It  has  been  awhile  since  you  have  gotten  an  update  on  our  situation  here  in 
Mendota.  The  simple  reason  is  that  so  much  happens  everyday  it  is  hard  to  know 
when  to  stop  and  write.  Hopefully  this  letter  will  give  you  an  overview  and 
bring  you  up  to  date. 

On  Dan,  15th,  we  attended  a rally  held  at  the  Walker  Church.  The  evening 
began  with  an  honor  song  and  drumming.  Throughout  the  evening  members  of  Earth 
First  took  turns  telling  their  stories  of  being  arrested.  The  stories  were 
enough  to  make  grown  men  weep.  I knew  that  there  had  been  brutality  used  by 
the  police  but  I didn't  realize  that  they  had  used  torture.  These  young  people 
told  us  that  the  police  repeatedly  swabbed  pepper  gel  into  their  eyes  after 
they  were  helplessly  handcuffed.  Not  only  was  their  600  police,  but  the  police 
were  told  by  bystanders  and  the  protesters  that  they  were  non  violent  and 
would  not  hurt  anyone.  The  police  ignored  these  comments  and  after  hurling 
tear  gas,  they  hauled  many  of  these  youth  out  violently,  (one  girl  was  hauled 
out  by  her  jaw),  hit  them  and  kicked  them,  used  profanity  and  dumped  them  in 
the  snow  (some  barefoot  and  without  coats  for  hours),  to  freeze  until  they 
were  taken  down  to  the  jail. 

There  was  one  kid  who  was  beaten  and  his  head  was  bleeding.  He  was  yelling 
for  a medic,  all  they  did  was  wrap  his  sweater  around  his  head  so  no  one  could 
see  him  bleeding.  What  is  wrong  with  a society  that  would  allow  their  kids  to 
be  treated  this  way  because  they  care  for  Mother  Earth  and  are  willing  to 
stand  up  for  what  they  believe  in?  It  is  insanity!  Another  couple  of  Native 


American  protesters  who  were  arrested  as  well,  told  their  story.  They  were 
singing  with  the  drum  just  outside  of  the  perimeter  when  the  police  came  and 
arrested  them.  They  asked  the  police  to  be  careful  with  the  drum  at  which 
point  the  police,  kicked  the  drum  till  it  broke.  Later  they  watched  horrified 
as  the  police  burned  and  buried  it  so  no  one  would  find  the  telltale  remains. 

The  evening  continued  with  wonderful  talks  by  Mike  Haney  and  Clyde 
Bellecourt.  Talks  I wish  we  had  recorded  as  they  were  so  profoundly  moving.  If 
they  were,  I will  ask  for  copies  and  write  them  out  for  you  at  a later  date. 
For  now  let  me  tell  you  that  the  hair  was  stranding  up  on  the  back  of  my  neck 
as  Clyde  Bellecourt  talked  about  the  history  of  the  Mendota  people  in  that 

area  and  Mike  Haney  filled  my  heart  with  joy  when  he  talked  about  the  future 

of  these  sacred  sites  and  the  way  that  other  tribes  like  the  Iowa's  are  coming 
to  our  aid.  Throughout  the  evening,  many  of  the  Earth  First  people  sang  their 
folk  songs  that  they  had  composed.  All  of  a sudden,  I had  the  feeling  that  I 
was  back  in  the  60s  with  those  young  hippies  that  were  protesting  the  Viet  Nam 
war.  One  of  the  ceremonial  drummers  got  up  at  the  end  and  said  basically  the 
same  thing.  He  then  ended  the  evening  with  an  honor  song  that  he  had  composed 
for  Mendota.  Not  a dry  eye  in  the  house  I suspect. 

One  of  the  guests  in  the  audience  was  Karen  Clark.  She  is  of  the  Minnesota 

House  of  Representatives.  She  spoke  briefly  and  it  was  very  evident  that  she 

was  moved  by  the  evening.  She  vowed  that  there  would  be  an  investigation  into 
the  police  raid  and  she  came  down  to  the  Sacred  Trees  the  next  day  where  she 
had  a great  meeting  with  the  people  there.  She  is  writing  a resolution  to  the 
house  to  pass  legislation  to  bring  Minnesota  State  laws  protecting  Traditional 
Cultural  Properties,  up  to  the  same  standards  as  federal  laws.  If  you  would 
like  to  reach  her  and  thank  her  for  her  support,  her  address  is  Karen  Clark, 
District  61A,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  House  of  Representatives,  503  State 
Office  Building,  100  Constitution  Ave.,  St.  Paul  MN  55155,  email  her  at 
rep. Karen. Clark@house. leg. state. mn. us  or  phone  her  at  651-296-0294. 

Other  News: 

Although  Dudge  Peter  Albrecht  denied  our  request  for  a temporary  restraining 
order  Mndot  has  agreed  to  do  an  archaeological  study  of  the  planned  roadway. 
Regardless,  we  will  continue  to  uphold  the  protection  of  our  Sacred  Sites  in 
all  forums  including  the  legal  one  until  the  goal  is  reached! 

Mike  Haney,  and  other  members  of  the  Mendota  community,  have  left  for  Kansas 
City  and  they  will  be  making  stops  along  the  way  to  visit  with  other  tribes 
that  have  occupied  this  area  hundreds  of  years  ago.  They  will  be  asking  for 
their  support.  So  far,  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and  the  Iowa 
tribe  of  Oklahoma  are  petitioning  the  Federal  Government  and  the  State 
government  of  Minnesota  to  halt  construction  until  these  surveys  are  complete. 

The  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  council  has  now  changed  their  position  and  has 
written  a new  letter  supporting  our  efforts.  This  is  truly  wonderful!  We  are 
still  desperately  working  to  stop  this  desecration  and  we  are  also  seeking 
expertise  in  Indian  law.  Names  of  people  who  can  help  with  this  research.  If 
you  know  anyone,  let  us  know.  We  also  need  people  who  have  experience  with 
grant  writing  for  federal  recognition  process  and  grants  to  help  us  run  our 
tribal  government. 

Now  I would  like  to  respond  to  some  questions  that  have  arisen  lately  and 
deserve  an  answer. 

Some  of  you  have  asked  if  there  are  more  people  involved  with  this  protest 
and  occupation  than  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota. 

Yes.  There  are  many  groups  that  have  been  involved  over  the  years  and 
presently  there  are  a number  of  groups  still  involved.  Earth  First,  The  Sierra 
Club,  Stop  the  Reroute,  and  others  who  have  spent  much  dedicated  time  trying 
to  save  this  land. 

We  are  a loosely  knit  coalition  and  although  we  may  differ  greatly  in 
philosophy,  lifestyle,  and  approach,  we  share  a common  goal  and  that  is  to 
protect  this  land.  This  land  is  home  to  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  and  if 
we  lose,  we  have  nowhere  left  to  go.  The  other  groups  can  go  on  to  other 
causes  but  we  will  have  been  stripped  of  our  land  one  more  time.  That  is  why 
this  is  so  vital  to  us  and  why  we  are  so  thankful  for  the  support  and  help 
from  all  of  the  other  groups  involved.  Many  of  these  young  people  have  shown 
such  courage  and  we  thank  them  for  that.  We  thank  them  for  alerting  us  to  this 
catastrophe  in  the  making. 


You  have  asked  about  the  strange  items  listed  in  the  "Request  List".  Some  of 
you  have  expressed  concerns  about  items  like  chains,  krypton  locks,  rappelling 
gear  and  so  on.  You  have  wondered  if  this  is  truly  a nonviolent  occupation. 

Dear  friends,  we  would  not  tolerate  or  condone  a violent  occupation.  These 
items  are  used  by  the  Earth  First  people  to  lock  themselves  down  with.  This  is 
how  they  nonviolent  help  to  protect  these  trees,  they  lock  themselves  down  as 
a form  of  protest. 

You  have  asked  why  there  are  so  many  addresses  where  contributions  can  be 
sent.  Each  group  that  is  involved  has  their  own  address. 

Our  address  is  listed  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter  for  your  convenience. 

When  we  receive  contributions  of  money  or  other  items,  they  go  through  our 
Council.  The  Council  makes  sure  that  you  receive  a receipt  and  a thank  you 
letter  for  all  monetary  donations.  Then,  the  Council  determines  how  the 
donation  should  be  distributed.  Boxed  items  go  directly  down  to  the  site  and 
are  shared  with  the  people  there.  Money  designations  are  determined  by  the 
Council.  It  may  go  to  pay  court  costs,  camp  supplies,  or  to  whatever  is  the 
most  pressing  need  at  the  time.  Every  penny  is  accounted  for  and  records  are 
kept.  Donations  are  tax  deductible.  We  want  to  thank  so  much  those  who  have 
made  donations  and  remind  those  of  you  who  haven't  yet,  we  are  still  in  dire 
need.  Especially  legal  fees. 

You  have  asked  about  the  variance  from  North  American  Indian  philosophy  and 
beliefs  you  have  noticed  in  other  posts. 

Again,  we  may  differ  in  our  ideas  and  actions  but  we  are  united  by  a common 
goal.  We  uphold  our  traditions  and  our  beliefs  but  we  cannot  legislate  them. 
Others  are  welcome  to  join  us  and  we  do  welcome  them.  They  are  free  to  think 
the  way  they  want  as  well. 

We  have  many  differences  but  we  must  work  together  to  save  these  precious 
Sites  and  this  beautiful  land.  Please  don't  hesitate  to  ask  us  questions.  We 
would  rather  have  you  share  your  concerns  than  lose  your  support  due  to  a 
misunderstanding. 

I warned  you!  It  is  a long  letter  and  I only  have  a very  little  bit  left.  We 
were  told  about  a phone  number  to  the  White  House.  Apparently,  the  way  it 
works  is  that  it  records  messages  and  then  they  count  how  many  have  come  in 
regarding  a particular  issue.  That  is  how  they  decide  what  is  important.  Well! 
We  know  how  to  do  that  right?  Here  is  the  number,  pass  it  on  and  let's  phone 
the  heck  out  of  them  and  let  them  know  that  we  want  the  highway  55  reroute 
stopped ! ! ! 

1-202-456-1111. 

Last  but  not  least,  your  prayers  have  been  so  important.  We  know  that  only 
the  Creator  knows  how  to  do  any  of  this  and  it  is  your  prayers  that  have 
helped  us  all  along  the  way.  Don't  stop  praying  please. 

Peace, 

Diane  Kerr  for  Dim  Anderson 

Send  contributions  to  M.M.D.C.  420  Belle  Aire  Drive,  Champlin,  MN.,  55316 

Click  the  following  to  visit  the  web  site 
<A  HREF="http : //members . aol . com// dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html" >Mendota 
Sacred  Sites</A>  >> 

"RE : Protesters  Circle  Oneida  Casino"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  31  Dan  1999  09:51:30  EST 

Sub j : Protesters  circle  Oneida  casino 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

>From  Ish's  Native  News.  . . 

And  now:Ish  <ishgooda@tdi . net>  writes: 

>Date : Sat,  30  Dan  1999  16:59:11  -0500 
>From:  Robert  Eurich  <reurich@PIKEONLINE.NET> 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Greetings  all. 

In  1985  the  US  Supreme  Court  found  in  favor  of  the  Oneida  Nation  of  New 
York  in  a landclaim  lawsuit  against  New  York  State.  Now,  14  years 
later,  the  State  has  yet  to  settle  with  the  Oneida  Nation.  This  has 


recently  led  the  Oneida  Nation  to  increase  pressure  on  the  State  in  a 
way  that  potentially  affects  property  owners  within  the  landclaim  area. 
Although  the  Oneida  Nation  has  repeatedly  tried  to  reassure  landowners 
that  this  tactic  is  just  a means  of  encouraging  the  State  to  settle, 
community  members  remain  uneasy  about  the  outcome  and  an  organization 
called  Upstate  Citizens  for  Equality  has  been  formed  to  represent  the 
landowners.  According  to  the  Rome,  NY  newspaper  more  than  1,000  cars 
joined  a convoy  today  organized  by  this  group  to  send  a message  to  the 
Oneida  Nation  concerning  the  Nation's  ongoing  land  claim  lawsuit, 
http: //www. rny.com/ archive/ localnews/1999/january/301andclaimconvoydrawsmor 
. html 

A more  complete  story  from  Newsday  indicates  that  the  protestors  do  not 
consider  themselves  racists  or  "weirdos"  but  rather  "...taxpaying 
American  citizens  who  want  a fair  settlement  on  this." 
http://www.newsday.com/ap/rnmpmt09.htm 

The  Oneidas,  on  the  other  hand,  do  believe  the  Upstate  Citizens  for 
Equality  group  have  racist  inclinations  and  cite  remarks  made  to  the 
group  by  NY  State  Assemblyman  David  Townsend.  According  to  a press 
release  by  the  Oneida  Nation  Townsend  said  he  was  happy  to  read  in  a 
book  that  being  scalped  doesn't  kill  you.  "I  was  keeping  my  hair  cut 
low,  because  I was  afraid  of  being  scalped,"  Townsend  is  quoted  as 
saying  to  the  group.  The  Oneida  Nation  contends  that  if  Townsend  was 
comfortable  making  such  a remark  to  the  organization  it  must  be  a hate 
group . http : //204. 168 . 77 . 2/press /STATEMENT . HTML 

New  York  State  Governor,  George  Pataki,  whose  past  actions  show  that  he 
is  no  friend  of  American  Indian  peoples,  has  nevertheless  endorsed  a 
proposal  offered  by  the  Oneida.  However,  according  to  the  Oneida, 

Townsend  "cannot  be  counted  among  the  ranks  of  people  who  are  attempting 
to  produce  a solution  to  the  land  claim." 

In  the  event  anyone  would  care  to  share  a few  words  with  Mr.  Townsend 
about  his  remarks  and/or  encourage  him  to  settle  the  landclaim  problem 
before  more  serious  problems  or  possibly  a tragedy  occurs,  his  contact 
information  is  found  below.  New  York  State  residents  might  also  contact 
their  State  representatives  via  information  found  here, 
http: //unix2. nysed . gov/ils/legislature/legis . html 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  relate  this  to  you. 

David  R.  Townsend,  Jr.- 

http: //assembly . state. ny . us /Member s /Bios/town sed . html 

Assembly  District:  115 

E-mail : townsed@assembly . state . ny . us 

Albany  Office: 

LOB  329,  ALBANY  12248 
518-455-5334 
District  Office: 

1310  UTICA  STREET 
ORISKANY,  13424 
315-736-8823 

American  Indian  Sports  Team  Mascots 

http : //www. geocities . com/~ear nest man/lind expage . htm 

"RE : who  Represents  Indigenous  People  in  Ottawa"  

Date:  Sun,  31  Ian  1999  18:50:11  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns(3cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : WHO  REPRESENTS  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  IN  OTTAWA  CANADA? 

Mohawk  Nation  News 

CASNP.  Kahnawake  M.  T.  30  Ian.  99.  The  President  of  the  Canadian 
Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  spoke 
on  January  29th  1999  at  the  University  of  Toronto  Faculty  of  Law  "35th 
Annual  Conference  on  Law  and  Contemporary  Affairs.  No  law  conference  is 


complete  nowadays  without  a panel  on  Indigenous  issues.  This  one  was  on 
"Remedies  in  Aboriginal  Rights  Litigation".  The  following  is  the  text 
of  Ms.  Horn's  comments.  The  Indigenous  and  many  of  the  non-native  law 
students  reacted  favourably,  but  many  politely  did  not  react. 

"If  you  are  an  indigenous  person  living  on  territory  claimed  by  Canada, 
you  might  want  to  ask  some  questions  about  Draft  Resolution  No.  49/98 
passed  by  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN)  at  its  19th  Annual  General 
Assembly  in  Dune  1998.  That  resolution  is  about  "Representation  of  all 
First  Nations  Peoples  by  the  First  Nations".  Sounds  good,  eh? 

So  why  is  the  AFN  asking  Ottawa  to  pass  laws  about  OUR  electoral 
rights?  Does  the  United  States  ask  Canada's  Parliament  to  pass  laws 
about  how  it's  people  vote?  Does  China?  NOW  WAY! 

WHO  SHOULD  MAKE  LAWS  FOR  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES? 

It's  up  to  each  nation  to  make  its  own  laws  and  choose  its  own 
representatives.  Ottawa  has  no  say  in  how  we  govern  ourselves  - at 
least  not  according  to  international  law. 

The  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  says:  "All 
peoples  have  the  right  of  self-determination.  By  virtue  of  that  right 
they  freely  determine  their  political  status  and  freely  pursue  their 
economic,  social  and  cultural  development". 

Canada  signed  that  covenant.  We  First  Nations  haven't  had  a chance  to 
do  that  yet  because  Canada  has  been  undermining  our  governments  every 
since  their  colonial  ancestors  started  claiming  our  land  and 
possessions.  Canada  holds  us  hostage  because  it  owes  us  money  for  our 
lands  and  resources  and  it  won't  pay  us.  But  they  will  pay  the 
organizations  they  set  up  to  'represent'  us.  This  is  outrageous! 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  Nation  that  is  treated  like  this?  When  anyone 
else  sells  land,  does  the  buyer  have  a right  to  say,  "Okay,  I'm  gonna 
pay  you.  But  first  I'll  tell  you  what  kind  of  ceremonies  you  have  to  go 
through  to  be  married  to  your  wife,  who  your  children  are,  and  who  you 
can  invite  to  stay  at  your  house.  Then  you  have  to  show  me  all  your 
account  books.  If  I approve  of  how  you're  going  to  spend  the  money  I 
owe  you,  well,  then  maybe  I'll  pay  you."  NO  WAY!  But  that's  exactly 
what  Canada  is  doing  to  the  First  Nations. 

We  should  be  asking  some  really  hard  questions  about  what  Ottawa  and 
their  AFN  are  up  to.  The  AFN  promotes  Ottawa's  viewpoint  instead  of 
standing  up  for  our  inherent  right  to  self-government. 

AMBASSADORS?  Or  REVIEWERS? 

The  AFN  wants  their  "Chiefs-in-Assembly"  to  be  able  to  REVIEW 
legislation  about  the  way  WE  choose  OUR  governments  before  it  is 
introduced  in  CANADA'S  parliament!!!!  This  is  REALLY  WEIRD!!!  Does  any 
other  nation  or  international  organization  kow-tow  to  Ottawa  that  way? 

No  as  far  as  I know! 

Does  Canada  have  a right  to  send  its  proposals  about  us  to  their  puppets 
for  review?  Or  do  we  want  to  send  our  own  AMBASSADORS  to  Ottawa? 

Let's  look  at  what  the  AFN  review  proposal  means: 

If  Ottawa  sends  legislation  to  the  AFN  Chiefs-in-Assembly  for  review, 
who's  work  do  you  think  they're  reviewing?  Why  the  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs,  of  course!  Do  you  think  any  of  those  bureaucrats  are  going  to 
stay  up  late  at  night  thinking  up  ways  to  get  rid  of  the  Indian  Act  and 
do  themselves  out  of  their  high  paying  civil  service  jobs?  Not  on  your 
life! 

Do  other  countries  let  Ottawa's  Department  of  External  Affairs  decided 
how  they  are  going  to  govern  themselves  or  choose  their 
representatives?  Not  a chance.  They  choose  their  own  forms  of 
government  and  pick  their  own  representatives  in  their  own  way. 

And  do  you  think  Ottawa  would  agree  to  anything  their  Chiefs-in  Assembly 
propose  which  conflicts  with  their  policies?  Of  course  not.  Does 
Ottawa  invite  the  United  States  to  send  their  draft  legislation  so 
Parliament  can  review  it  before  the  US  passes  laws  affecting  Canada?  No 
way.  Canada  decides  for  itself  what  Canada's  laws  are  going  to  be.  So 
does  the  U.S. 


We  are  nations  so  we  too  have  a right  to  choose  AMBASSADORS  to  represent 
us.  We  do  not  have  to  beg  for  a right  to  review  a foreign  government's 
(Canada)  attempt  to  make  laws  for  a jurisdiction  they  do  not  legally 
have.  Think  about  it. 

WHAT  KIND  OF  REPRESENTATION  DO  WE  WANT? 

We  all  agree  that  we  want  "Representation  of  First  Nations  Peoples  by 
First  Nations  People".  What  does  this  mean  and  how  are  we  going  to  go 
about  it? 

The  first  questions  is  WHO  ARE  THE  FIRST  NATIONS? 

Are  we  the  band  of  people  attached  to  reserves  governed  by  Canada's 
Indian  Act?  Or  are  we  the  nations  that  were  here  before  European 
settlers  took  our  land  and  split  up  our  territory  and  resources  among 
themselves? 

Dust  because  we  are  all  Indigenous  peoples  doesn't  mean  we  all  have  the 
same  ideas.  European  peoples  are  not  forced  to  belong  to  the  same 
countries  or  organizations  just  because  they're  of  European  ancestry. 

We  shouldn't  have  to  be  lumped  together  just  because  we  have  indigenous 
ancestry.  We  all  have  in  common  that  we  are  titleholders  to  North 
America  and  that  we  have  true  traditional  indigenous  governments. 

What  we  want  is  acknowledgment  of  our  national  identities,  for  our 
inherent  right  to  political  existence,  jurisdiction  over  our  territories 
and  all  aspects  of  our  lives.  We  all  have  different  histories  and  the 
right  to  choose  different  futures  and  different  forms  of  government  - 
especially  those  of  us  who  still  exercise  independent  nationhood. 

Canada  and  the  AFN  do  not  recognize  this.  The  AFN  is,  after  all,  made 
up  of  a system  of  Chiefs  set  up  under  Canada's  Indian  Act.  The  AFN  is 
playing  right  into  Canada's  hands.  Instead  of  defending  our  true 
traditional  governments,  it  is  allowing  Canada  to  force  us  into  their 
confederation  which  wants  jurisdiction  over  us  and  our  land.  We  never 
agreed  to  become  part  of  their  confederation  of  settler  provinces.  The 
Six  Nations  were  never  conquered.  Canada  should  pay  its  debts  to  the 
true  representatives  chosen  by  our  own  internally  chosen  traditional 
government  . . not  to  the  Indian  Act  Band  council  that  they  imposed  on  us 
by  force. 

HOW  CAN  WE  CHOOSE  OUR  PROPER  REPRESENTATIVES? 

The  international  community  needs  to  know  who  our  proper  representatives 
are.  So  we  need  to  know  who  we  are. 

The  AFN  says  it  represents  all  first  nations  people  regardless  of 
residence.  But  does  it  really?  Who  decided  that  the  AFN  represents  all 
First  Nations  people  anyway?  The  people?  Or  the  individuals  who  set  up 
the  AFN?  Or  Canada's  Indian  Act  which  was  imposed  on  us  against  our 
wishes?  Who  decides  who  can  vote  in  the  elections  of  a First  Nation? 

If  the  AFN  recognizes  voting  rights  under  Canada's  Indian  Act,  it  is 
betraying  our  inherent  right  to  our  true  governments.  Like  other 
nations,  we  have  a right  to  decide  for  ourselves  who  our  representatives 
are . 

The  AFN's  top  down  decision-making  is  the  same  way  Canada  decided  that 
all  Indigenous  nations  north  of  the  artificial  Canada-United  States 
border  were  Canadians.  The  people  themselves  had  no  say  in  it.  How 
would  they  feel  if  the  U.S.  decided  that  all  Canadians  were  U.S. 

Citizens?  I don't  think  they  would  like  it  at  all. 

The  AFN  models  itself  on  Canada's  government  set  up  under  Imperial 
British  authority.  This  violates  our  international  human  rights.  Under 
international  law  just  because  a person  is  a member  of  a First  Nation 
does  not  mean  they  can  represent  a First  Nation.  The  representatives  of 
the  First  Nations  must  be  properly  chosen  by  our  legitimate  governments, 
not  by  the  governments  imposed  on  us  by  Canada. 

Each  nation  has  to  right  to  decide  on  its  own  form  of  government.  What 
kind  of  government  does  each  First  Nation  have?  What  kind  does  it  want? 

The  Mohawk  Nation  citizens  have  a true  traditional  government. 

The  traditional  government  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Iroquois  Confederacy  is 
governed  by  the  Gayanerekowa,  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  which  is  the 


constitution  of  oun  people.  We  are  a union  of  six  independent  nations: 
Mohawk,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Tuscarora.  Each  nation  is 
independent  . . or  at  least  as  much  as  we  can  manage  in  the  face  of  all 
the  interference  from  Canada,  Quebec,  Ontario,  New  York  and  the  United 
States  that  we  have  to  cope  with.  Our  Confederacy  deals  with 
jurisdiction  over  our  territories,  governing  ourselves  and  issues  like 
trading  with  Europeans  and  alliances  with  the  settlers.  We  have  always 
defended  our  independence  as  nations  and  we  have  never  become  subjects 
of  either  Britain  or  Canada. 

Other  First  Nations  deal  with  Canada  in  other  ways.  It  is  their  right 
to  decide  for  themselves  what  to  do,  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
right  to  self-government  under  our  traditional  laws. 

If  the  AFN  really  wants  to  help  the  First  Nations  people  reaffirm  the 
true  First  Nations  governments,  they  should  stop  being  Canadian 
government  paid  civil  servants  who  are  helping  a foreign  government  try 
to  keep  the  First  Nations  people  colonized". 

Order  booklets  on  Indigenous  issues  for  $20  a set  from: 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples 
Box  991,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory  (Quebec,  Canada)  D0L  1B0 
450-635-7402  Fax  450-635-2413  casnp@cyberglobe.net  or 
mohawkns@cyberglobe . net 

Check  out  the  Website  http://users.cyberglobe.net/~casnp 
Booklets : 

"An  Introduction  to  the  CASNP  Movement"; 

"Commentary:  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  - is  it  a 
diversion  from  the  fact  that  true  Aboriginal  Nations'  governments 
supersede  the  colonial  government  of  Canada?" 

"Who  Represents  Indigenous  People  in  Ottawa  Canada?" 

"Is  the  United  Nations  Facilitating  the  Extinction  of  Indigenous 
Peoples?" 

"Is  Canada  Under  Corporate  Occupation?" 

"Canada  and  U.S.  to  Hold  Tricky  NAFTA  "First  Nations"  Summit  in  Calgary 
Alberta" 
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DETROIT  DELAY  FEDERAL  STATUS  FOR  ALLEGAN  TRIBE 

By  Elizabeth  Hurt 

Copyright  States  News  Service 

January  22,  1999 

WASHINGTON  Dan.  21  (States)  --  The  city  of  Detroit  rained  on  the  planned 
parade  of  60  members  of  the  Gun  Lake  Band  Indian  tribe  Thursday.  The  group 
had  traveled  from  Dorr  to  celebrate  their  anticipated  designation  as  a 
federally-recognized  tribe. 

But  on  Tuesday,  they  learned  that  the  city  of  Detroit  filed  a motion 
that  would  postpone  the  official  designation  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  further  delay  the  members'  access  to  the  health,  education 
and  housing  programs  that  accompany  federal  status. 

"What  they're  trying  to  do  is  despicable,  unjust,  mean-spirited,  and 
just  plain  ridiculous,"  said  D.K.  Sprague,  the  tribal  chairman.  "They  have 
no  standing  in  this  matter.  They're  not  interested  in  the  tribe.  They  know 
nothing  about  us.  All  they're  interested  in  is  protecting  their  Las  Vega 
-backed  casino  interests." 

The  Gun  Lake  Band's  federal  recognition  was  signed  last  October  by  Kevin 
Gover,  the  Interior  Department's  assistant  secretary  for  Indian  affairs. 
According  to  department  policy,  there  was  a 90-day  comment  period  for 
"interested"  parties  to  appeal  the  decision  before  the  federal  status 


could  take  effect. 

Late  last  week,  one  week  before  the  close  of  the  comment  period,  Detroit 
filed  a request  for  reconsideration  as  an  interested  party  based  on  their 
concern  that  the  Gun  Lake  Band  has  plans  to  build  casinos,  one  of  the 
rights  of  federally-recognized  tribes,  in  the  Detroit  area. 

Detroit's  request  will  postpone  the  tribe's  status  designation  until  the 
matter  can  be  resolved. 

According  to  Dennis  l .Whittlesey,  an  attorney  representing  Detroit,  the 
city  had  initially  applied  for  interested  party  status  early  last  year. 
Whittlesey  said  he  later  learned  that  their  application  had  been  rejected, 
but  that  he  was  never  notified. 

"We  considered  ourselves  an  interested  party  because  the  tribe  is 
historically  located  in  Western  Michigan,  but  we  learned  that  Gun  Lakes 
had  a business  relationship  with  a gaming  company  that  wanted  to  build  a 
casino  just  outside  of  Detroit,"  Whittlesey  said.  "We  just  have  to  find 
out  what  the  tribe's  interests  are.  We  think  there  are  questions  that  need 
explaining. " 

Sungold  Gaming  Inc.,  a company  in  Vancouver,  B.C.,  had  approached  the 
Gun  Lakes  Band  a few  years  ago  about  entering  into  a partnership  and 
building  a casino,  said  Patricia  Marks,  the  tribe's  attorney.  Although 
Sungold  has  advertised  an  agreement  with  the  tribe,  Marks  said  that 
relationship  was  officially  terminated. 

As  far  as  building  a casino,  Sprague  said  the  tribe  did  not  have  any 
immediate  plans. 

"It's  a possibility  and  it  probably  will  become  a reality,  but  I don't 
know  when  or  where,"  Sprague  said.  "It's  a way  for  us  to  generate  revenue 
so  that  we  can  become  self-sufficient." 

The  tribe,  formally  known  as  the  Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish,  has  lived  in 
the  Allegan  County  area  since  the  early  18th  century.  There  are  about  220 
members  in  the  tribe  today. 

In  spite  of  the  latest  shake-up,  the  group  carried  on  with  a scaled-down 
version  of  their  originally  planned  celebration.  Although  invitations  to 
the  Congressmen  and  other  officials  from  the  Interior  Department  were 
rescinded,  the  tribe  attempted  to  keep  their  spirits  up  with  a private 
gathering  at  a Washington  hotel. 

White  Eagle,  a member  of  the  tribe,  said  he  is  celebrating  the  fact  that 
the  tribe  had  at  least  achieved  approval  from  the  Interior  department. 

"I  feel  great,"  he  said.  "I  was  disappointed  that  the  recognition  was 
held  up  by  people  trying  to  put  up  road  blocks.  It's  a last  minute  effort 
to  dishearten  us.  But  we  are  not  going  to  be  disheartened." 

The  tribe  first  applied  for  federal  status  in  1992.  But  it  has  been  a 
dream  of  generations,  said  John  Shagonaby,  tribal  operations  manager. 

"We  are  just  finishing  up  what  our  elders  started,"  Shagonaby.  "We  are 
not  going  to  forget  who  started  this  many  years  ago.  We  have  been  trying 
for  years  to  get  our  land  back." 

Tribal  secretary  of  state  Bill  Church  said  that  in  some  ways,  Detroit's 
actions  have  given  the  tribe  a different  kind  of  recognition. 

"It  makes  us  seem  very  powerful,"  Church  said.  "To  have  a major  city 
like  Detroit  look  at  us  almost  in  fear  and  try  to  step  on  us  --  little 
mission  people.  This  is  just  frivolous." 
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Forty  Eight  Hours  with  an  Innu  elder  (1) 

I was.  I'll  admit  it,  royally  pissed  off  at  my  guests,  two  Innu  women 
from  Labrador.  Their  offense?  They  refused  to  get  out  of  the  car  for  a 
close  look  at  the  Inco  superstack  and  the  Copper  Cliff  Smelter.  The 
reason? 


"We're  afraid  of  acid  rain/'  said  Nympha  Byrne.  "We  don't  want  to  get 
anything  on  our  skin  or  hair.  And  we  don't  like  the  smell.  . ." 

Now  I'll  further  admit  that  the  smelter  complex  seen  from  one  of  my 
favourite  vantage  points,  a parkette  in  a corner  of  Little  Italy,  is  an 
awesome,  even  intimidating  sight,  which  is  why  I always  bring  visitors 
here  on  my  "Mick  Lowe  Nickel  Tour  of  the  Sudbury  District." 

The  scene  was  especially  gloomy  this  past  Monday.  Night  was  falling, 
there  was  a lowering  fog,  and  in  the  grayness  the  smelter  and  its  massive 
duct  work  slouched  like  some  malevolent  beast.  The  base  of  the  stack 
vaulted  toward  the  heavens,  its  top  thousand  feet  or  so  completely 
obscured  by  the  fog. 

Even  still,  it  was  the  first  time  in  twenty  some-odd  years  of  giving 
tours  that  anyone  found  the  setting  so  frightening  that  they  wouldn't  get 
out  of  the  car,  and  for  some  reason  the  response  really  cheesed  me  off. 

"Well,  you  know,  every  time  you  get  on  an  airplane  in  Goose  Bay  there's 
a lot  of  nickel  in  it,  and  somebody  has  to  do  the  work  to  make  the  nickel, 
" I told  them  bluntly,  my  anger  quite  apparent  in  my  voice. 

I've  felt  bad  about  this  outburst  ever  since,  not  least  because  Nympha 
and  Innu  elder  Elizabeth  Penashue  were  my  guests,  and  therefore  deserved 
better.  More  to  the  point,  though,  I've  been  puzzling  over  my  response: 
where  did  this  anger  come  from? 

Superficially  I know  exactly;  I hate  it  when  people  from  elsewhere, 
whether  Toronto  or  Labrador,  look  down  their  noses  at  us  here  On  the  Rock 
because  we  are  in  the  admittedly  messy  business  of  mining,  milling, 
smelting  and  refining  base  metals. 

If  you  want  to  live  without  the  myriad  of  modern  conveniences  made 
possible  by  nickel,  then  be  my  guest,  and  criticize  all  you  want.  But 
don't  fly  around  the  country  or  use  snow  machines  or  undergo  surgery  and 
put  my  friends  and  neighbours  down  because  they  do  the  work  that  makes  it 
all  possible. 

Hey,  if  the  Innu  people  of  Labrador  determine  they  want  nothing  to  do 
with  the  extraction  of  nickel  on  their  lands  for  environmental  reasons, 
that's  their  right,  and  I'll  support  whatever  they  decide. 

But  I've  always  been  immensely  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of  Sudbury's 
nickel  industry.  It's  made  us  who  and  what  we  are;  among  other  things, 
vital  contributors  to  the  best  and  worst  of  the  waning  century. 

Again,  where  did  my  anger  come  from?  It's  a question  I've  wrestled  with 
ever  since  that  moment,  not  least  because,  when  you  spend  48  hours  in  the 
presence  of  an  Innu  elder,  you  begin  to  profoundly  question  a lot  of 
assumptions.  . . 

I began  to  realize  that,  to  fully  understand  Elizabeth  and  Nympha 's 
reaction  to  the  Copper  Cliff  Smelter,  and  perhaps  the  genesis  of  my  anger, 
I had  to  try  and  grasp  how  they  see  Canadian  society  at  large,  our  culture 
if  you  will. 

This  is  not  an  easy  challenge,  because  their  speech,  thought,  and  for 
all  I know  perception,  is  based  on  an  entirely  different  language,  Innu- 
eimun.  It  is  a soft  language,  filled  with  vowels  and  lots  of  "shh"  sounds 
that  give  Innu  speech  a kind  of  susurrance. 

I'm  no  linguist,  but  the  Innu  appear  to  have  fewer  consonants  than 
English  or  French,  and  the  hard  "c"  or  "k"  is  rare.  Their  word  for  "white 
people"  is  akaneshau. 

According  to  Nympha  the  Mushuau  (People  of  the  Barrens)  Band  of  the  Innu 
based  in  Davis  Inlet  (population  700)  speak  a different  dialect  of  Innu- 
eimun  than  the  residents  of  Sheshatshiu  (population  1,000). 

These  are  the  only  two  settlements  in  the  Innu  Nation,  and  the 
dialectical  differences  can  doubtless  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
two  communities  are  separated  by  280  kms  of  rough  terrain. 

The  Innu  are  considered  part  of  the  Algonkian  language  group,  which 
includes  the  Naskapi  and  Montagnais  peoples  of  northern  Quebec  (who  are 
also  Innu),  the  Ojibway  of  central  Canada,  and  the  Cree. 

Ovide  Mercredi,  a Cree  speaker  from  northern  Manitoba,  spent  much  time 
with  Elizabeth  and  Nympha  during  their  visit  here.  He  delighted  in 
comparing  Cree  words  and  expressions  with  Innu-eimun,  and  reported  that 
many  of  the  words  are  similar,  if  not  identical. 


Consider  this:  for  most  of  human  history  in  this  place,  and  in  a huge 
expanse  stretching  from  northern  Labrador  to  northern  Alberta,  the 
inhabitants  shared  a common  lingustic  heritage.  Geographically  speaking 
Algonkian  territory  dwarfed  the  Roman  Empire  at  its  height,  no  small 
cultural  achievement. 

Because  it  evolved  in  this  very  environment,  I reckon  the  Algonkian 
language  base  is  informed  by  the  Canadian  landscape  in  a way  that  English 
or  French,  as  transplants,  can  never  be. 

The  differences,  though  I can't  begin  to  comprehend  them,  must  be 
profound,  though  aboriginal  place  names  and  words  are  among  the  many  gifts 
that  Canada's  first  residents  shared  with  those  of  us  who  came  later. 

Forty  Eight  Flours 
with  an  Innu  elder  (2) 

Ever  wonder  how  you  know  something?  Not  how  something  looks  or  tastes 
or  feels,  but  how  we  came  to  know  something  more  abstract,  say  history  or 
science  or  medicine. 

The  study  of  knowledge,  or  how  we  know  something,  is  called  epistemology 
by  philosophers,  and,  as  spending  48  hours  with  Innu  elder  Elizabeth 
Penashue  two  weeks  ago  taught  me,  there's  knowing,  and  then  there's 
knowing. 

As  Euro-Canadians,  we  have  our  own  way  of  knowing,  and  we're  pretty  sure 
it's  correct,  and  superior  to,  just  about  anyone  else's  way  of  knowing. 
Elizabeth  Penashue,  I suspect,  feels  the  same  way  about  her  peoples'  way 
of  knowing,  which  is  vastly  different  from  our  own. 

Flere's  an  example  of  how  we  arrive  at  knowledge:  a senior  administrator 
at  the  Northeastern  Ontario  Regional  Cancer  Centre  recently  explained  to 
me  how  oncologists  ascertain  that  a given  drug  or  treatment  is  effective 
against  cancer. 

Fie  drew  a hierarchy  of  proofs  on  a blackboard  with  "anecdotal"  at  the 
bottom  and  "truth"  at  the  top,  only  he  didn't  put  truth  in  quotes,  as  I 
might  have,  knowing  that  the  truth  is  often  a malleable,  slippery  and 
relative  proposition. 

No,  he  wrote  it  as  truth,  and  put  "randomized  clinical  trials"  as  the 
highest  and  best  method  of  ascertaining  whether  a drug  or  treatment  is 
truly  effective  against  cancer.  This  is  what  we  call  "the  scientific 
method" . 

Immediately  after  Elizabeth's  arrival  I took  her  and  translator  Nympha 
Byrne  and  Toronto  Innu  supporter  Kari  Reynolds  to  Lake  Ramsey  to  kill  some 
time  and  to  enjoy  the  view.  I noticed  the  plaques  that  were  there, 
illustrating  the  geography  and  history  of  the  Sudbury  Basin,  and  I quickly 
seized  on  them  as  props  to  explain  what  they'd  be  seeing  over  the  next  few 
days . 

I felt  like  one  smart  cookie,  lecturing  about  how  a meteorite  had  once 
skidded  across  the  earth  billions  of  years  ago,  scooping  out  the  Basin  and 
fracturing  the  crust  with  such  force  that  molten  magma  from  the  earth's 
core  had  run  up  into  the  cracks,  creating  the  fabulous  orebody  that  we 
still  mine  today. 

I felt  smart  because  all  sorts  of  scientific  disciplines  had  studied  and 
studied  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the  way  the  Sudbury  Basin 
was  formed  and  here  I was  this  Smart  White  Guy  (akaneshau  to  the  Innu), 
explaining  this  to  representatives  of  a people  who  had  emerged  from  the 
bush  and  a so-called  "primitive"  culture  only  a few  decades  ago. 

Not  only  that,  but  Lake  Wahnipitae  was  also  the  result  of  a meteor 
impact  crater,  I added.  Nympha  translated  my  words  and  Elizabeth  nodded 
sagely.  We  turned  to  walk  back  up  the  path,  single  file,  and  Elizabeth 
then  added  something  in  Innu.  Naturally,  I asked  Nympha  to  translate. 

"That's  just  like  Kamistastin  back  home,"  was  what  Elizabeth  said. 

I was  bringing  up  the  rear  and  I started  mentally  processing  this 
observation.  Wait  a minute!  How  could  she  know  that?  I had  a wealth  of 
"scientific  evidence",  of  geology  or  paleontology,  or  whatever,  that  this 
was  so.  But  how  could  she  possibly  know  that  this  or  that  lake  was  the 
result  of  a meteor  impact? 

"How  does  she  know  that?"  I wondered  aloud. 

Elizabeth  said  something  casually  over  her  shoulder.  Did  I imagine  a 


slight  grin  of  superiority?  "The  elders  told  her/'  came  the  translation. 
Oh  silly  akaneshau! 

Dust  about  every  aboriginal  person  I know  around  here  is  deeply 
resentful  of  one  scholarly  article  of  faith  regarding  their  history:  that 
their  ancestors  arrived  here  after  the  last  Ice  Age,  or  about  12,000  years 
ago.  They  claim  that  this  is  errant  nonsense,  insisting  they've  been 
around  much  longer  than  that. 

I'd  always  listened  to  this  claim  politely,  but  skeptically,  being  the 
rational,  scientific,  show-me  type,  the  kind  of  Euro-centred  carbon-dated 
White  Guy  who  has  helped  make  the  world  the  swell,  new  and  improved,  place 
that  it  is  today.  Well,  guess  what? 

A couple  of  weeks  back  The  National  Post  reported,  in  a full-page, 
full-colour  article,  that  anthropologists  and  archaeologists  in  Alberta 
have  discovered  artifacts  that  appear  to  date  from  33,000  years  ago,  thus 
scientifically  "proving"  what  my  native  friends  have  known,  somehow,  all 
along. 

All  right,  already,  I give.  So  maybe  it  would  be  wiser  to  show  a little 
humility,  to  concede  that  our  vaunted  scientific  method  isn't  the  only,  or 
even  always  the  best,  way  to  know  something. 

Another  thing  spending  time  with  Elizabeth  did  was  force  me  to  see 
myself,  and  my  culture,  the  way  she  and  her  people  must  see  me,  and  us. 
That  is,  we're  hopelessly  ignorant  about  the  really  important  stuff,  like 
sheer  survival.  I mean,  put  us  out  in  the  Barren  Lands  in  Danuary  and 
we're  dead  in  five  minutes,  no  doubt  about  it,  while  her  people  have 
survived  there  for  thousands  of  years. 

Besides  being  ignorant,  we're  also  callow,  impatient,  terribly  wasteful 
--  altogether  like  adolescents  --  all  puffed  up  with  newfound  knowledge 
and  self-importance,  and  far  too  self-absorbed  to  ever  concede  that  our 
elders,  who  have  been  around  a lot  longer,  might  just  know  a little 
something,  after  all. 

Our  haste,  our  fetish  for  instant  self-gratification,  must  seem 
particularly  suspect  to  the  Innu,  who  I believe  were  particularly  put  off 
by  Inco's  "fast  track"  timetable  for  Voisey's  Bay. 

Patience,  as  any  hunter  knows,  matters.  And  the  Innu  are  nothing  if  not 
a hunting  people.  Besides  doing  profound  things  to  the  time-space 
continuum,  if  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  patience,  or  lack  of  same,  can 
also  be  a matter  of  tremendous  cultural  significance. 

In  her  wonderful  novel  The  Greenlanders,  American  writer  Dane  Smylie 
records  that  the  Norse  settlers  in  Greenland  regarded  their  indigenous 
neighbours  (the  Norse  called  them  skraelings)  as  inhuman  because  of  their 
preternatural  ability  to  remain  immobile,  for  hours  at  a time,  above  a 
seal  blow  hole. 

Such  patience,  such  self-discipline,  was  clearly  beyond  human  ken,  and 
so  must  be  the  work  of  the  devil.  The  Norse,  primitive  Christians, 
therefore  avoided  contact  with  the  Inuit,  and  especially  adjured  any  of 
their  survival  techniques. 

The  result?  The  Norse  Greenlandic  civilization,  which  probably  produced 
Erik  the  Red  and  the  other  earliest  non-aboriginal  explorers  of  North 
America,  and  which  flourished  during  the  later  Middle  Ages,  completely 
disappeared,  for  reasons  that  remain  obscure. 

Smylie 's  explanation  for  this  extinction,  and  it  seems  tenable  to  me,  is 
that  the  Norse  stubbornly  refused  to  learn  from  the  one  culture  which  had 
adapted  to  the  difficult  Greenland  environment,  and  which  still  survives 
to  this  day. 

It  should  be  noted  that  one  prophecy  of  long  standing  among  many 
indigenous  North  American  cultures  is  that  we  Pale  Faces,  who  would  one 
day  become  as  numerous  as  trees,  will  eventually  die  off  in  Turtle  Island, 
as  the  continent  is  known,  for  reasons  that  remain  obscure. 

Hmmmm.  I dunno,  but  I believe  I'll  keep  putting  those  quotation  marks 
around  "truth",  and  strive  to  become  a little  more  humble,  and  a lot  more 
flexible,  in  the  epistemology  department.  Pace,  Elizabeth. 

Next  week  we'll  take  an  exclusive  look  at  one  man's  dream  which,  if 
successful,  could  make  The  Rock  a world  capital  of  traditional,  aboriginal 
knowledge  on  North  Am-er,  Turtle  Island. 
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1.  Mayor  likes  Sechelt  Treaty  "megaproject" 
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3.  "Is  this  a trick  or  a treaty?" 

4.  Sechelt  AIP:  Details  of  Agreement 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
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DRAFT  TREATY  GIVES  SECHELT  $42  MILLION,  933  HECTARES 
January  27,  1999  Canadian  Press,  by  Dirk  Meissner 

VICTORIA  (CP)  - The  mayor  of  Sechelt  calls  British  Columbia's  latest 
draft  aboriginal  treaty  a huge  megaproject  for  his  community.  It's  not 
every  day  that  a community  stands  to  benefit  from  a $42-million  windfall, 
Bruce  Milne  said  Tuesday. 

The  Sechelt  First  Nation  will  get  $42  million  and  ownership  of  933 
hectares  of  urban  and  rural  lands  under  a draft  treaty  agreement  reached 
through  negotiations  with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments.  The 
agreement-in-principle,  tabled  in  Sechelt  on  Tuesday,  is  on  its  way  to 
becoming  British  Columbias  second  modern-day  treaty.  A final  agreement  is 
expected  to  take  another  two  years  to  hammer  out.  The  Nisga'a  treaty,  now 
being  debated  in  the  B.C.  legislature,  was  reached  last  August  after  more 
than  25  years  of  on-again,  off -again  negotiations. 

"We're  talking  a level  of  megaproject  that  won't  happen  anywhere  else," 
said  Milne.  "These  are  local  people  who  are  not  going  to  be  moving  anywhere 
from  the  Sunshine  Coast." 

Premier  Glen  Clark  was  in  Sechelt  as  the  agreement  was  tabled.  "Our 
government  is  committed  to  negotiating  fair  and  affordable  treaties  that 
will  end  economic  uncertainty  and  create  new  opportunities  on  the  Sunshine 
Coast  and  throughout  B.C.,"  he  said  in  a news  release. 

Clark  later  said  B.C.'s  first  treaties  are  important  examples  to  both 
aboriginals  and  non-aboriginals.  "What  we're  trying  to  do  is  blast  through 
the  inertia  and  all  the  confrontation  and  litigation  and  see  if  we  can't 
expedite  several  treaties  which  can  bring  some  momentum  and  break  the 
logjam,"  he  said.  "That's  why  I've  been  so  personally  involved." 

Sechelt  Chief  Garry  Feschuk  praised  the  federal,  provincial  and  band 
negotiating  teams.  "I  should  also  mention  the  support  and  encouragement  of 
the  Sechelt  people,  particularly  the  elders.  We  could  not  have  succeeded 
without  them." 

Sechelt  is  about  50  kilometres  north  of  Vancouver  on  British  Columbia's 
Sunshine  Coast,  accessible  from  Vancouver  via  a 40-minute  ferry  ride. 

Much  of  the  900-member  Sechelt  band's  current  land  is  located  within  the 
community's  boundaries.  The  draft  treaty  gives  the  Sechelt  645  hectares  of 
urban  land  adjacent  to  current  band  land  and  288  hectares  of  rural  land. 

The  Sechelt  band  was  the  first  aboriginal  group  in  Canada  to  be  granted 
self  government  in  1986,  along  with  authority  to  manage  its  own  lands. 

Federal  and  B.C.  government  representatives  touted  the  draft  Sechelt 
treaty  as  a success  story  for  a tripartite  negotiating  process.  It  is  on 
track  to  becoming  the  first  treaty  negotiated  under  the  framework  of  the 
B.C.  Treaty  Commission.  Ottawa,  British  Columbia  and  aboriginal  groups 
signed  an  agreement  in  1991  that  set  out  the  framework  for  negotiating 
treaties.  There  are  43  sets  of  talks  currently  under  way.  The  Sechelt 
joined  the  negotiations  in  1994.  The  Nisga'a  treaty  negotiations  began  with 
Ottawa  in  the  1970s,  before  British  Columbia  recognized  aboriginal  claims. 

"Sechelt  can  make  the  claim  to  being  the  first  semi-urban  treaty  in  the 
province's  history,"  said  Dale  Lovick,  B.C.  aboriginal  affairs  minister. 

The  Nisga'a  treaty  covered  rural  lands  in  the  remote  Nass  Valley  in 
northwestern  British  Columbia.  Lovick  said  it  will  not  be  long  before  an 
urban  aboriginal  group  reaches  a treaty  agreement.  "Sechelt  is  semi-urban. 


closer  to  the  Lower  Mainland  population/'  he  said.  "Then  the  next  one  in 
the  continuum  would  be  the  Lower  Mainland  entirely  urban  treaty." 

Treaty  commission  head  Miles  Richardson  said  the  Sechelt  agreement  is 
the  first  indication  the  contentious  treaty  process  can  produce  results. 

The  process  has  been  criticized  by  aboriginals  as  slow,  expensive  and  - by 
non-participating  First  Nations  - a sellout  of  aboriginal  rights. 

Meanwhile,  non-native  critics  have  complained  it  will  give  First  Nations 
quasi-independent  status  within  Canada. 

Richardson  said  the  Sechelt  agreement  is  also  significant  because  the 
parties  were  dealing  with  an  aboriginal  traditional  territory  that  covers  a 
large  amount  of  privately  held  land.  "This  treaty  process  works  when  there 
is  the  political  will  on  all  sides  to  reach  an  agreement,"  said  Richardson. 

The  talks  broke  down  in  1997  and  the  Sechelt  considered  taking  the 
claims  to  court.  But  the  threatened  legal  action  was  dropped  in  September 
1998  and  talks  resumed  until  the  draft  deal  was  reached. 


BC'S  SECHELT  TREATY  GETS  ENTHUSIASTIC  SUPPORT 
CBC  News,  WebPosted  Wed  lan  27  06:33:20  1999 

VICTORIA  - A draft  treaty  announced  yesterday  between  the  B.C. 
government  and  Sechelt  First  Nation  is  getting  strong  support  from  the 
area ' s Reform  MP . 

John  Reynolds,  who  represents  the  riding  of  West  Vancouver-Sunshine 
Coast,  says  the  process  leading  to  the  deal  was  quite  open  and  local 
residents  have  been  kept  informed  during  the  process.  While  Reynolds  feels 
treaties  should  be  approved  by  referendum,  his  enthusiasm  seemed  to 
override  that  principle.  Public  approval,  he  said,  is  already  high. 

The  Sechelt  are  the  second  native  group  to  sign  a deal  with  the 
province,  but  the  first  to  negotiate  an  arrangement  under  the  B.C.  treaty 
commission  process.  The  deal  differs  from  the  earlier,  still  unratified 
Nisga'a  treaty  because  the  Sechelt  are  more  urban.  Subsequently,  there  is 
less  provision  for  land,  health  and  education  services. 


'SECHELT  GOT  IT  RIGHT' 

January  27,  1999  The  Province,  by  Suzanne  Fournier 

The  Sechelt  Indian  band  has  reached  B.C.'s  first  agreement-in-principle 
under  the  treaty  process  with  none  of  the  controversy  that  dogs  the  Nisga'a 
deal  up  north. 

"I  think  the  Sechelt  got  it  right,"  said  Premier  Glen  Clark  at  a 
ceremony  in  the  crowded  Sechelt  Community  Hall  yesterday.  "The  Sechelt  have 
proven  it  can  be  done."  Acknowledging  "it  has  been  extremely  difficult"  to 
reconcile  the  special  aboriginal  rights  enshrined  in  the  constitution  with 
the  concerns  of  non-natives  about  treaties,  Clark  said:  "Sechelt  provides  a 
real  model  as  to  how  we  can  proceed  in  reaching  other  treaties." 

Clark  joined  Sechelt  Chief  Garry  Feschuk,  federal  and  provincial 
negotiators  Tom  Molloy  and  Murray  Rankin,  Sechelt  Mayor  Bruce  Milne  and 
Sechelt  and  non-native  observers  at  the  ceremony.  Clark  noted  the  Sechelt 
agreement-in-principle  is  the  first  to  be  negotiated  by  the  B.C.  Treaty 
Commission.  The  Nisga'a  AIP  was  reached  outside  the  treaty  process. 

An  emotional  Feschuk  called  for  a moment  of  silence  in  tribute  to  the 
elders  who  did  not  live  to  "witness  this  historic  occasion."  Feschuk  noted 
he  was  skeptical  at  first:  "I  asked,  is  this  a trick  or  a treaty?"  But  he 
added:  "We've  given  up  a lot,  but  we've  negotiated  a lot,  too.  I believe 
this  treaty  is  necessary  to  move  us  closer  to  a goal  of  being  a fully 
self-sufficient  community." 

The  Sechelt  have  had  a form  of  municipal-style  self-government  since 
1986,  allowing  them  to  participate  in  local  government,  own  their  land, 
collect  taxes  and  invest  in  businesses.  The  proposed  Sechelt  treaty  would 
continue  that,  with  an  injection  of  federal  cash,  a provincial  business 
loan  and  the  right  to  share  resource  revenues. 

Milne  said:  "We  need  the  Sechelt  treaty." 

The  mayor  said  there's  no  "fear  factor"  for  non-natives  because  "Sechelt 
self-government  is  already  deeply  embedded  in  this  community....  The 
business  community  sees  Sechelt  boosting  the  Sunshine  Coast  economy  and 
they're  happy." 

Sunshine  Coast  MLA  Gordon  Wilson  asked:  "Are  the  Liberals  going  to  take 


this  to  court,  too,  like  the  Nisga'a?"  Wilson  said  there  is  no 
constitutional  issue  and  no  "third  order  of  government"  issue  with  Sechelt. 

But  in  Victoria,  Liberal  MLA  Mike  de  long  slammed  the  government  for  not 
turning  the  public  consultation  process  on  the  draft  Sechelt  treaty  into  a 
referendum.  "We  on  this  side  of  the  house  believe  that  is  wrong,"  he  told 
the  legislature. 

Independent  MLA  lack  Weisgerber,  a former  Social  Credit  minister  of 
native  affairs,  said  he  approves  of  the  Sechelt-style  "delegated 
self-government,  as  opposed  to  a constitutionally  enshrined  third  order  of 
government . " 


DETAILS  OF  NEW  AGREEMENT 

The  Province,  lanuary  27,  1999,  by  Suzanne  Fournier 

Q:  What  will  the  members  of  the  Sechelt  Indian  band  get  from  their  new 
treaty? 

A:  The  1,000  members  of  the  Sechelt  First  Nation,  living  in  the  densely 
populated  Sunshine  Coast  area,  will  receive  $42  million  in  federal  cash, 

645  hectares  of  urban  lands  and  about  288  hectares  of  rural  lands. 

The  Sechelt  already  own  in  fee  simple  about  1,031  hectares  of  reserve 
lands,  which  will  combine  with  the  expanded  land  base  to  form  a total  of 
1,988  hectares.  Initially,  the  band  will  share  50-50  with  the  provincial 
government  the  gravel  and  timber  revenues  from  part  of  their  new  land  base, 
but  eventually  the  band  will  become  the  new  landlord  and  receive  all  forest 
and  gravel  revenues. 

Q:  Will  the  Sechelt  people  have  to  pay  taxes? 

A:  As  with  the  proposed  Nisga'a  treaty,  the  Indian  Act  tax  exemptions 
will  end.  Sechelt  members  begin  paying  transaction  taxes  eight  years  after 
the  treaty  is  implemented  and  must  pay  income  tax  12  years  after  that. 

Q:  Will  the  Sechelt  treaty  result  in  a "third  order  of  government"  or 
another  new  style  of  self-government? 

A:  No.  The  Sechelt  have  enjoyed  a form  of  self-government  since  1986 
under  the  federal  Sechelt  Indian  Self-Government  Act  and  they  will  assume 
no  new  powers.  Their  municipal-style  government  has  collected  taxes  from 
non-native  lessees,  including  a McDonald's  restaurant,  for  years  without 
any  dispute.  Unlike  the  Nisga'a,  the  Sechelt  do  not  have  their  own  school 
districts  or  health  boards. 

Q:  When  will  the  final  treaty  be  signed? 

A:  The  agreement-in-principle  must  be  discussed  and  ratified  by  the 
provincial  and  federal  governments,  and  by  the  Sechelt  themselves.  A full 
public  consultation  process,  with  meetings  open  to  anyone,  will  take  place 
over  the  next  several  months.  A final  treaty  could  be  inked  by  the  end  of 
this  year. 
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"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  Flaida  Elder  Lavina  White 

To  view  the  Sechelt  Agreement  in  principle,  please  visit: 

http://www.aaf.gov.be . ca/aaf/nations/ sech elt/ sechelt a i pl99. htm 
More  information  on  the  fraudulent  BC  Treaty: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Sub j : Whiteclay,  Nebraska:  The  Town  That  Booze  Built 
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The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published  by  the  Akwe:kon 
Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of 


emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  western  hemisphere 
visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 

Whiteclay,  Nebraska:  The  Town  That  Booze  Built 
By  Bruce  E.  lohansen/Native  Americas 

Whiteclay,  Neb.,  located  400  yards  south  of  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation, 
is  a town  with  a registered  population  of  22  people  and  has  four  stores 
with  one  major  line  of  business:  the  sale  of  beer  to  Indians. 

One  day  during  the  summer  of  1997,  Frank  LaMere,  a Winnebago,  who  is 
executive  director  of  the  Nebraska  Inter-Tribal  Development  Corp.,  visited 
Whiteclay.  He  counted  32  intoxicated  Indians  on  the  streets  of  Whiteclay  at 
5:15  a.m.j  and  47  drunks  on  the  streets  in  the  afternoon,  some  of  whom  were 
fighting  each  other.  Several  other  Indians  were  passed  out  at  the 
intersection  of  Nebraska  Highway  87  and  the  road  that  leads  to  the 
reservation.  Others  were  urinating  on  the  street. 

Shortly  after  he  visited  Whiteclay,  LaMere  asked  the  Nebraska  Liquor 
Control  Commission  to  shut  Whiteclay  down. 

"I  don't  know  what  constitutes  infractions  of  liquor  laws  in  Whiteclay, 
but  my  good  sense  tells  me  there  is  something  terribly  wrong  ...  ,"  LaMere 
told  Toni  Heinzl  of  the  Omaha  World-Herald . "What  I saw  ...  in  Whiteclay 
would  not  be  acceptable  in  Omaha  or  Lincoln,"  LaMere  continued.  "If  we 
walked  down  0 Street  in  Lincoln  and  saw  47  students  (of  the  University  of 
Nebraska)  passed  out  in  the  streets  or  engaged  in  violent  situations,  we 
would  consider  jerking  the  licenses  of  those  liquor  establishments,"  he 
told  the  Liquor  Control  Commission. 

The  commission's  executive  director.  Frosty  Chapman,  told  LaMere  that  none 
of  the  four  Whiteclay  beer  stores  has  been  cited  for  liquor-law  violations 
during  the  past  12  years.  Commissioners  said  they  cannot  suspend  liquor 
licenses  without  concrete  evidence  of  violations. 

LaMere  next  took  his  case  to  the  state's  governor,  Ben  Nelson,  Sen.  Bob 
Kerrey,  the  head  of  the  state  patrol,  and  the  heads  of  several  state 
agencies  involved  with  social  and  health  services.  Col.  Ron  Tussing, 
superintendent  of  the  Nebraska  State  Patrol,  pledged  to  increase  police 
presence  in  the  area  after  visiting  Whiteclay. 

LaMere  said  he  visited  Whiteclay  and  decided  to  complain  to  the  Liquor 
Control  Commission  on  request  of  the  Oglala  Lakotas  at  Pine  Ridge  who  felt 
that  they  had  no  voice  in  Nebraska  politics. 

The  Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  1996  had  an  alcoholism-related  death  rate  of 
61.9  per  100,000  people,  twice  the  average  for  reservations,  and  nine  times 
the  national  average  of  7.1.  LaMere  said  that  $12.1  million  a year  is  spent 
at  Pine  Ridge  on  health  care  for  alcoholics,  as  well  as  on  victims  of 
alcohol-related  traffic  accidents. 

The  four  beer  stores  in  Whiteclay  sold  4 million  bottles  or  cans  of  beer 
in  1996,  taking  in  $3  million,  a 46  percent  increase  since  1994.  Why  the 
enormous  jump  in  Whiteclay' s clientele?  One  reason  may  be  the  rising 
population  of  Pine  Ridge,  swollen  by  Native  Americans  returning  to  the 
reservation  following  cutbacks  in  welfare  benefits  in  many  states. 

In  the  meantime,  the  owners  of  the  four  Whiteclay  beer  stores  stood 
solidly  on  what  they  believe  to  be  the  American  right  to  get  drunk.  Don 
Schwarting,  owner  of  the  Arrowhead  Inn,  told  Heinzl,  "It's  not  the  liquor 
stores.  It's  the  individual  person.  It's  their  choice  to  do  what  they  want 
to  do." 
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Pnacticing  Abenaki  life 

Subunbs  pose  challenge  to  Indian  gnoup 

By  lennifen  Peck 

Boston  Globe 

01/24/99 

RANKLIN  - Fnom  the  fnont,  the  connen  white  colonial  with  the  bnick 
chimney  and  campen  in  the  dniveway  looks  like  just  anothen  slice  of 
subunbia.  But  step  inside  and  one  immediately  nealizes  you'ne  not  in 
Maybenny  anymone. 

Five  men,  sevenal  with  ponytails  and  leathen  pouches  of  cedan,  sweet 
gnass  and  tobacco  anound  thein  necks,  togethen  play  a leathen-topped  dnum 
about  the  size  of  a cafe  table.  Women,  some  dnessed  in  moccasins,  flowing 
skints,  and  weaning  stnips  of  leathen  thnough  thein  long  gnaying  bnaids, 
hanmonize  in  the  backgnound,  closing  thein  eyes,  swaying  thein  hips,  and 
shaking  ovensized  nattles  with  leathen  fninge  on  the  handles.  "Gnandfathen 
Maple,"  75,  watches  fnom  a couch.  A sign  explains  that  this  ondinany  house 
is  neally  known  as  "Red  Hawk  Lodge." 

Had  it  been  a nicen  day,  the  gnoup  might've  headed  out  to  the  back  yand 
aften  a pipe  cenemony  - meant  to  guanantee  utten  tnuthfulness  fnom  whoeven 
takes  a puff  - to  a tnaditional  long-house  cnafted  out  of  tnee  bnanches. 

On  the  men  might  have  ventuned  into  the  sweat  lodge,  whene  waten  thnown  on 
ned-hot  wood  chips  cneates  a sauna  meant  to  cleanse  body  and  mind. 

"Oun  neighbons  ane  eithen  intenested  on  tennified,"  joked  Linda  Pouliet, 
who  lives  in  the  house  with  hen  husband,  Paul.  "They  see  us  out  hene 
singing,  having  an  open  fine,  stanting  a 'sweat.'  They  don't  know  what  to 
think. " 

It's  not  always  easy  blending  life  in  the  subunbs  with  the  tnaditions 
that  come  with  being  an  Abenaki  Indian,  pnacticing  centunies-old 
tnaditions  in  neighbonhoods  mone  known  fon  conventionality.  Yet  sevenal 
hundned  membens  of  the  Cowasuck  Band  of  the  Pennacook-Abenaki  People  - 
membens  pnefen  to  call  themselves  "Amenican  Indians,"  nathen  than  the  mone 
politically  connect  and  populan  tenm  "Native  Amenican"  - considen  this 
quiet  Fnanklin  house  thein  headquantens,  sacned  gnound  on  which  to 
nememben  ancestons  known  as  "people  of  the  white  pines." 

"Even  though  it  seems  subunban,  you'ne  left  with  the  same  feelings  as  if 
you  wene  on  an  Abenaki  nesenve  in  Canada,"  said  Paul  Pouliet,  sagamo  on 
speaken  fon  the  band,  one  of  thnee  active  Abenaki  bands  in  New  England. 
"This  land  is  just  as  sacned  as  anywhene  else." 

Age-old  pnactices  sometimes  stick  out  on  a stneet  whene  on  a necent  day, 
most  noise  came  fnom  naucous  games  of  tag  and  snow  shovels.  Pouliet,  a 
40ish  mechanical  engineen  who  wone  moccasins,  a pouch  anound  his  neck,  and 
his  bnown  hain  in  a ponytail,  admits  as  much.  "When  I'm  outside  skinning  a 
poncupine  cancass  on  when  my  daughten  is  outside  dissecting  a deen,"  he 
said,  "it  dnaws  oun  neighbons'  attention.  We've  even  had  the  police  come 
and  tell  us  to  quiet  down  oun  dnums." 

Most  in  the  nation  tnace  thein  ancestny  back  sevenal  genenations  to 
Native  Amenicans  who  settled  along  the  Connecticut  Riven  watenshed  in 
nonthenn  New  Hampshine  and  southenn  Quebec,  and  in  the  woods  between  the 
White  and  Gneen  Mountains.  Many  of  the  Pennacook-Abenaki  assimilated  into 
the  Fnench-Canadian  cultune  and  mignated  south  to  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  in  the  1930s  in  seanch  of  factony  jobs.  Yeans 
laten,  the  ancestons  of  those  people  began  an  attempt  to  neassent  thein 
pnesence  in  southenn  New  England,  fonmally  applying  in  1993  fon  fedenal 
necognition  as  a soveneign  native  nation  - necognition  they  have  not  yet 
neceived . 

Now,  activity  centens  anound  Fnanklin.  The  band  nuns  a food  pantny, 
sponsons  cultunal  pnognams  in  schools,  and  cleans  a stnetch  of  Intenstate 
495  fon  the  Adopt-a-Highway  pnognam.  And  thene  ane  the  monthly  meetings. 


where  members  sing  prayers,  play  drums,  feast  on  slow-cooked  beans,  and 
hold  meetings  where  first  order  of  business  is  to  pass  around  a bowl  of 
steaming  sage. 

"For  the  Abenaki  people  who  live  by  themselves  in  the  suburbs  and  not  in 
an  Abenaki  community,  the  use  of  symbols  is  especially  important  for 
defining  who  they  are,"  said  Fred  Wiseman,  a professor  of  Native  American 
studies  at  Johnson  State  College  and  curator  of  the  Abenaki  Tribal  Museum 
in  Swanton,  Vt.  "It's  the  same  as  with  any  other  ethnic  group.  If  you're 
going  to  keep  traditions  alive,  you  have  to  be  able  to  erect  cultural  and 
social  boundaries  between  you  and  your  neighbors." 

But  that's  not  always  easy  when  your  connection  to  the  tribe  is  based  on 
a relative  five  generations  back.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Franklin- 
based  band  often  hear,  "You  don't  look  Indian,"  one  man  said. 

"We  know  we  have  a lot  of  white  blood  in  us,"  said  Paul  Pouliet.  "But 
this  business  about  being  one-quarter  this  and  one-quarter  that  is  all  a 
bunch  of  hokum.  Either  you're  an  Indian  or  you're  not  an  Indian." 

"You  have  to  be  an  Indian  in  your  heart,"  explained  A1  Barrette,  43,  a 
Franklin  resident  who  works  at  a local  Ethan  Allen  warehouse.  Fie  held  his 
hand  to  his  chest,  where  a wooden  eagle  whistle  hanging  around  his  neck 
rested . 

The  call  to  reclaim  a Native  American  past  hits  everyone  differently. 
Ralph  Bardsley  of  Wrentham  married  into  the  Abenaki  band  and  also  found 
Abenaki  ancestors  in  his  own  past  about  six  years  ago. 

"My  family  denied  it;  they  wanted  to  know  what  the  hell  I was  doing," 
said  Bardsley,  a direct  marketing  executive  who  wore  his  gray  hair  tied 
back  into  a ponytail  and  a chip  of  deer  antler  around  his  neck.  "But  the 
first  time  I stepped  into  the  circle,  my  heart  started  beating;  the  reason 
that  happens  is  because  somewhere  down  the  line,  it's  there." 

Now  Bardsley  says  Abenaki  prayers  each  day,  is  learning  the  Abenaki 
language,  and  has  erected  a wig-wam,  or  a dome-shaped  hut,  in  his  back 
yard.  FHi s 14-year-old  daughter,  Sarah,  goes  to  the  monthly  gatherings  at 
the  Pouliet 's.  For  now,  she  can  play  the  drum  with  her  father.  But  in  a 

year  or  two,  she  won't  be  allowed  to  join  in.  The  drum  is  for  men  and 

young  people  only;  women  must  form  a circle  around  the  men. 

But  that's  one  of  few  things  women  can't  do.  The  Cowasuck  Band,  as  with 

many  Native  American  nations,  is  matriarchal.  Paul  Pouliet  might  have  the 
man's  role  of  speaker,  but  women  have  the  final  say,  said  Linda  Pouliet. 
"Men  need  to  be  gently  reminded  every  now  and  then  that  it's  women  who 
make  the  decisions,"  she  said.  "Men  are  not  emotionally  equipped  to  make 
decisions . " 

Barrette,  smoking  a cigarette  in  the  kitchen,  didn't  flinch.  "Either  we 
were  out  hunting  or  at  war  - they  ran  the  camp,"  he  said,  motioning  to 
Linda.  "I  go  to  work,  get  my  check,  take  out  gas  and  cigarette  money,  and 
hand  the  rest  to  my  wife." 

Those  values  often  made  it  rough  for  Pouliet  in  her  former  job  in  the 
town  of  Bellingham's  Community  Development  Commission. 

"It  was  hard  to  live  in  both  worlds  because  I'm  used  to  being  on  equal 
footing,"  said  Pouliet,  now  a full-time  volunteer  for  the  Franklin  Food 
Pantry.  "In  the  work  force,  women  don't  get  the  same  respect." 

Downstairs,  Paul  Pouliet  began  to  call  the  monthly  meeting.  Someone  put 
ashes  in  a bowl  of  sage,  then  passed  the  steaming  concoction  around.  It 
would  produce  a calming  effect,  they  said.  Debbie  Oakes,  the  one  band 
member  who  doesn't  have  a Native  American  connection  but  who  was  adopted 
by  the  group  two  years  ago  after  she  "pestered"  them  relentlessly,  already 
looked  at  peace. 

"Something  deep  inside  of  me  attracted  me  to  the  native  ways,  to  the 
earth,"  said  the  Wrentham  resident.  "When  I was  led  to  this  group,  I knew 
I was  home. " 


"RE : Mexican  Legislators  Pass  Resolution  Against  Dump"  
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Sub j : Mexican  Legislators  Pass  Resolution  to  Stop  Ward  Valley  Nuke  Dump! 
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THE  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE 

LA  COALICION  BINACIONAL  CONTRA  TIRADEROS  TOXICOS  Y RADIOACTIVOS , SIERRA 
BLANCA  LEGAL  DEFENSE  FUND,  and 
THE  WARD  VALLEY  COALITION 

For  Immediate  Release 

Contact:  Chairwoman  Nora  Helton,  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  (760)  629-4591, 
Dave  Harper,  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  (415)  566-3475,  Phil  Klasky,  BAN 
Waste  Coalition  (415)752-8678,  Bradley  Angel,  Greenaction  (415)  566-3475 
Molly  Johnson,  Save  Ward  Valley  (760)  326-6267. 

BREAKING  NEWS!  * January  30,  1999  * BREAKING  NEWS! 

MEXICAN  LEGISLATORS  FROM  BORDER  STATES  PASS  RESOLUTION  TO  CALL  ON 
CALIFORNIA  GOVERNOR  GRAY  DAVIS  TO  STOP  THE  PROPOSED  WARD  VALLEY  NUCLEAR 
WASTE  DUMP 

Tijuana,  Mexico  --  Legislators  from  Mexican  border  states  meeting  at  the 
"Primer  Encuentro  De  Legislaturas  De  La  Frontera  Norte"  (First  Meeting  of 
Legislators  of  the  Northern  Frontier)  in  Tijuana  passed  a strongly  worded 
resolution  against  the  proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley, 
California.  Legislators  from  the  five  borders  states  of  Baja  California, 
Sonora,  Chihuahua,  Nuevo  Leon,  Coahuila  and  Tamaulipas  passed  the 
resolution,  introduced  by  State  Deputy  Alma  Gomez  of  Chihuahua,  which  calls 
upon  California  Governor  Gray  Davis  to  stop  the  controversial  dump  project. 
Last  week  state  and  federal  representatives  from  Mexico's  major  political 
parties  met  with  leaders  from  the  Fort  Mojave  and  Colorado  River  Indian 
Tribes  and  environmental  activists  who  expressed  their  concerns  about  the 
proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  and  the  threat  to  the  Colorado  River  and  sacred 
Indian  lands. 

In  preparation  for  Governor  Davis'  trip  to  Mexico  City  next  week.  Federal 
Deputy  Carlos  Camacho  from  the  state  of  Chihuahua  announced  that  he  will 
lead  a delegation  of  legislative  representatives  to  meet  with  Davis  to 
discuss  Mexican  opposition  to  the  Ward  Valley  dump. 

Despite  claims  by  Governor  Davis  that  he  seeks  to  improve  relations  with 
Mexico  and  protect  the  environment,  the  new  governor  has  remained  silent  on 
the  dump  issue  since  taking  office.  Native  American  tribes  along  with 
environmental,  indigenous  rights,  scientists  and  labor  organizations  have 
called  upon  Governor  Davis  to  stop  the  dump.  The  resolution  will  add  to 
the  pressure  on  the  Governor  to  take  action. 

For  the  last  decade,  the  nuclear  power  industry  in  the  United  States  has 
been  attempting  to  bury  long-lasting  and  highly-dangerous  radioactive 
wastes,  mostly  from  nuclear  power  reactors,  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches 
above  an  aquifer,  eighteen  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  in  critical 
habitat  for  the  endangered  desert  tortoise  and  on  land  considered  sacred 
aboriginal  territory  by  the  five  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes.  Scientists 
have  warned  that  nuclear  wastes  buried  at  Ward  Valley  could  contaminate  the 
Colorado  River,  source  of  water  for  22  million  people  in  California, 

Arizona  and  Mexico. 

Just  like  the  recently  defeated  Sierra  Blanca,  Texas,  nuclear  waste  dump, 
the  proposed  Ward  Valley  project  threatens  the  people  and  environment  of 
the  border  region  and  represents  a dangerous  trend  of  toxic  and  nuclear 
waste  facilities  situated  or  proposed  for  the  area  along  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  frontier. 

"Ward  Valley  and  the  Colorado  River  have  profound  cultural  and  religious 
significance  to  our  people  who  have  lived  along  the  river  since  time 
immemorial.  We  believe  that  the  proposed  dump  is  an  act  of  environmental 
injustice  against  our  people,  our  livelihood  and  our  culture,"  said  Nora 
Helton,  Chairwoman  of  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 


ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 
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http://banwaste.envirolink.org 
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(Blackfoot  Nation)  The  Pikanii  Nation  {Blackfoot  Confederacy}  has  announced 
a first  ever  Tribunal  to  hear  about  the  incidence  of  abuse,  crimes,  and 
other  genocidal  acts  in  the  aftermath  of  Indian  children  being  forced  to 
attend  Residential  Schools  in  Canada  and  Boarding  Schools  in  the  United 
States  of  America  that  were  operated  and  sponsored  by  the  two  governments; 
and,  conducted  by  Canadian  and  United  States  of  America  Christian  church 
subcontractors  beginning  about  1871  when  initiated  by  the  administration  of 
President  U.S.  Grant  as  part  of  a "Christianization  and  Civilization 
Policy" . 

This  first  ever  Pikanii  Nation  {Blackfoot  Confederacy}  aboriginal  tribunal 
was  announced  by  George  Yellow  Horn,  a traditional  chief  of  the  Pikanii 
living  at  Brocket,  Alberta,  Canada.  His  home  will  also  serve  as  the  place 
where  the  tribunal  will  be  held  on  Saturday  February  6 and  Sunday  February 
7,  1999  beginning  at  9 a.m.  each  day. 

Due  to  limited  space  only  accredited  journalist  by  the  Pikanii  Nation  will 
be  permitted  to  attend. 

The  purpose  of  the  Pikanii  Nation  Tribunal  hear  of  allegations  of 
genocidal  crimes  against  Indian  children  in  what  is  now  the  United  States 
and  Canada  is  to  gather  evidence  so  that  law  suits  may  be  filed  in  national 
and  International  courts  of  law  by  the  individual  members  of  what  has  come 
to  be  called  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy  by  modern  historians. 

Another  spokesman.  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  of  the  Pikanii  in  what  is 
now  called  Montana,  said,  "The  tribunal  will  be  conducted  according  to 
aboriginal  nation  laws  and  customs  and  International  law.  We  say  these  are 
International  matters  because  they  were  done  as  part  of  treaties  with  the 
Indian  Nations.  Churches  of  different  faiths  were  involved  in  the  alleged 
crimes  and  both  governments  contracted  with  the  churches  in  violation  of 
the  constitutional  provisions  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  for  example,  that 
says  there  must  be  separation  between  church  and  state." 

Any  person  having  evidence  of  crimes  of  abuse  (i.e.  physical,  sexual, 
emotional  or  otherwise)  may  call  403-965-2929  or  406-338-2882  to  be 
included  on  the  witness  list  so  their  testimony  may  be  recorded.  Plans  are 
in  progress  to  conduct  other  tribunals  later  in  the  month  of  February,  1999 
and  later  where  need  be.  Email  requests  for  information  or  to  be  included 
as  a witness  may  be  sent  to  blkfoot4@3rivers.net 

for  more  information  contact: 

Yellow  Horn  at  403-2969 
or 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  at  406-338-2882 

"RE;  Pierre  George  Concerning  Stoney  Point"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Han  1999  19:44:49  -0500 
From:  Carolyn  Zavitz  <czavitz@xcelco.on.ca> 

Sub j : From  Pierre  George  Concerning  "Ipperwash"  Stoney  Point 


Concerning  Ipperwash:  Aazhoodena  Territory  is  the  correct  name  and  the 


land  is  also  known  as  Stoney  Point.  In  1992  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Aboriginal  Affairs  stated  that  in  order  to  rectify  a serious  injustice  done 
to  the  Stoney  Point  People  the  land  must  be  returned  to  them.  To  me, 

Pierre  George,  Aazhoodena  is  my  ancestral  home,  my  inheritance.  This 
includes  the  sacred  burial  grounds  in  the  park.  The  community  should  and 
must  be  restored  as  it  was  prior  to  1937. 

lane  Stewart  states:  That  the  federal  government  has  the  authority  to  call 
for  public  inquiries  into  matters  within  federal  jurisdiction  --  hence,  the 
elected  band  council  and  chief  fall  under  this  jurisdiction. 

I hereby  enter  these  three  paragraphs  taken  from  the  Ontario  Provincial 
Police  logs  pertaining  to  the  events  leading  up  to  the  murder  of  my  brother 
Dudley.  They  concern  the  actions  of  the  elected  chief  and  band  council  of 
Kettle  Point  (also  known  as  Kettle  and  Stoney  Point): 

[Pg.19]  "08.18:  Asked  him  (Tom  Bressette)  to  notify  his 

counselors,  he  and  counselors  don't  support  the  action  of  the  natives,  he 
feels  they  should  be  dealt  with." 

[Pg.21]  "Inspector  Carson  advises  that  Tom  Bressette  agrees  with 
what  we  are  doing." 

[Pg.24]  "09.25:  meeting:  Dohn  Carson  advises  that  Tom  Bressette's 

on  board,  agrees,  thinks  they  are  criminals." 

These  are  clear  indicators  of  gross  misconduct  at  the  very  least.  I 
hereby  state  that  these  people  have  played  a major  role  in  the  paramilitary 
assaults  on  the  peoples  of  Aazhoodena-Stoney  Point,  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Dudley.  The  Stoney  Point  People  were  there  defending  the  sacred 
burial  grounds  in  the  park. 

A full  public  inquiry  is  needed  to  expose  the  acquisition  of  these 
particular  lands.  I myself  wouldn't  even  dream  of  selling  my  grandfathers' 
and  grandmothers ' graves.  So  it  is  up  to  lane  Stewart  to  live  up  to  her 
statement . 

The  theft  of  our  territory  has  never  stopped,  it  has  now  just  taken  the 
form  of  the  Agreement  in  Principle.  It  is  backed  by  one  of  the  signers, 
namely  chief  Norman  Shawnoo,  who  also  is  one  of  the  counselors  who 
advocated  that  the  natives  should  be  "dealt"  with.  (Sept  6,  1995) 

So,  all  is  not  well  in  Aazhoodena  as  Dane  Stewart  seems  to  write.  The 
Kettle  Point  band  council  of  the  day,  Sept/95,  and  chief  Tom  Bressette  are 
corrupt.  The  Agreement  in  Principle  moves  toward  signing  away  our 
territory  thereby  giving  Kettle  Point  the  so-called  power  to  enforce  the 
police  to  move  against  us.  These  police  being  the  Anishnabek  Police 
Services  who  are  backed  by  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police,  the  same  police 
who  murdered  my  brother  Dudley  George.  The  same  police  who  then  produced 
racist  and  appalling  memorabilia  commemorating  the  killing  of  Dudley.  (Team 
Ipperwash  =9195) 

The  truth  shall  prevail! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Dudley, 

Pierre  George 

Aazhoodena-Stoney  Point 

PS:  Please  post  this  wherever  you  like. 

PPS:  Please  phone  Dane  Stewart  or  Indian  Affairs  to  push  for  a federal 
inquiry  into  Tom  Bressette  and  council's  activities.  Dane  Stewart  states 
that  she  cannot  call  a public  inquiry  into  the  misconduct  of  elected 
provincial  officials.  But  elected  band  councils  etc  fall  under  federal 
jurisdiction . 

Please  push  for  federal  public  inquiry  by  phoning  or  faxing  these  people: 
--Delia  Opekokew,  barrister  & solicitor:  Toronto:  ph.  (416)598-2645 
fax:(416)598-9520 

--Kettle  Point  Band  Council:  ph . (519)786-2125  or  (519)786-2126  fax 
(519)786-2108 

--Ontario  Federation  of  Labour:  ph  (416)441-2731  fax:(416)441-1893  attn: 
Ethel  LaValley 

--Murray  Klippenstein  of  Her,  Campbell  & Klippenstein  ph(416) 598-0103 
fax (416) 598-3484 

Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development,  Dane  Stewart 

mailto : remote -printer . Dane_Stewart(316139926382 . iddd . tpc . int 


RE:  Support  for  Wolverine 


Date:  Fri,  29  Han  1999  00:28:08  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Support  for  Wolverine:  People's  Front/East  Indian  Defence  Committee 

S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Support  for  paroled  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  and  a full 
and  public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff 
continues  to  pour  in.  You  can  add  your  name  or  that  of  your  organization  to 
this  growing  list  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Tue,  26  Ian  1999  23:27:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Allan  Bezanson  <allanbez@intergate.bc.ca> 

Sub j : PF/EIDC  PR  Han26  Wolverine 

Press  Release 

People's  Front/East  Indian  Defence  Committee  - Hanuary  26,  1999 

William  Hones  Ignace  (Wolverine)  Released  on  Parole: 

Demand  Full  Public  Inquiry  Into  Gustafsen  Lake  Affair 

William  Hones  Ignace  (Wolverine)  is  being  released  on  full  parole  Hanuary 
28,  1999  in  Kamloops,  B.C.  near  his  home  reserve  at  Adams  Lake.  Ignace  was 
sentenced  to  8 1/2  years  imprisonment  for  his  defence  of  the  Sundance  Camp 
at  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  during  the  summer  of  1995.  Fie  had  been  charged 
with  attempted  murder  during  an  incident  where  the  RCMP  blew  up  a pickup 
truck  with  a land  mine  and  proceeded  to  try  and  run  down  Ignace  with  a 
armoured  personnel  carrier  illegally  transferred  from  the  Canadian  Armed 
Forces  to  the  RCMP  at  the  request  of  BC  NDP  Attorney-General  Ujjal  Dosanjh 
through  Flerb  Grey,  then  Liberal  Solicitor-General  in  the  federal 
government . 

The  jury  found  him  not  guilty  of  attempted  murder,  but  was  convicted  of 
mischief  on  lands  never  legally  released  by  Treaty  or  purchase  from  the 
Shuswap  nation  to  the  Crown.  Ignace  had  from  the  beginning  asserted  that 
the  central  political  issue  at  stake  in  the  entire  matter  was  the  sovereign 
right  of  the  Shuswap  to  live  on  their  own  unceded  land,  and  to  reject  the 
province's  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  these  unceded  native  lands.  What 
triggered  the  entire  provocation  by  the  Attorney-General  and  the  RCMP 
against  the  Sundance,  which  had  been  going  on  for  almost  four  years  without 
incident,  was  the  initiation  by  Ignace  of  legal  action  to  attain  third 
party  adjudication  on  the  land  and  jurisdiction  issues.  Third  party 
intervention  is  historically  one  way  the  Crown  has  dealt  with 
jurisdictional  disputes  between  Native  nations  and  delegated 
administrations  acting  in  the  name  of  the  Crown. 

The  BC  NDP  government  has  refused  to  deal  with  the  politics  of  the  ongoing 
struggle  of  the  Aboriginal  peoples  of  B.C.  to  ensure  their  land  and  other 
rights,  and  instead  criminalizes  those,  like  Ignace,  who  take  legal  and 
political  stands  for  their  rights. 

The  People's  Front/East  Indian  Defence  Committee  congratulates  and  salutes 
the  determination  and  courage  of  Ignace  (Wolverine)  and  all  his  compatriots 
and  colleagues  in  this  just  struggle  for  Aboriginal  rights.  Ignace,  a 
respected  Shuswap  elder  and  organic  farmer,  has  pledged  to  continue  his 
just  struggle  through  to  the  end. 

People's  Front/EIDC,  in  unity  with  all  other  democratic  and  justice- 
seeking organizations  and  individuals,  demands  a full  judicial  inquiry  into 
the  entire  Gustafsen  Lake  affair.  People  have  a right  to  know  what  was  the 
role  of  the  Attorney-General,  RCMP,  and  federal  government  with  respect  to 
the  use  of  400  police  firing  77,000  rounds  of  bullets  at  a camp  of  18  men, 
women  and  children  and  the  use  of  the  courts  to  criminalize  people  for 
taking  a political  stand  in  defence  of  their  right  to  conscience. 

For  further  information: 

People's  Front  / EIDC  (B.C.  Region) 

P.O.  Box  27092,  RPO  Collingwood,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V5R  6A8 
email:  pfeidc@istar . ca 

"RE:  BC  Sabotages  Free  Wolverine  Solidarity  Demo"  


Date:  Fri,  29  Han  1999  00:27:44  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : BC  Sabotages  Free  Wolverine  Solidarity  Demo 

: - : - :S.I .S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Ian.  27,  1999  No  Copyright;  Please  Circulate  Widely 

DEMONSTRATION  OF  SUPPORT  FOR  GUSTAFSEN  ELDER  WOLVERINE  SABOTAGED 

A demonstration  of  support  for  Shuswap  elder  and  Gustafsen  political 
prisoner  Wolverine  has  been  sabotaged  at  the  last  minute  by  an  alternative 
plan  for  releasing  the  67  year  old  elder,  which  will  see  him  transported  to 
Kamloops  BC  instead  of  releasing  him  from  the  Elbow  Lake  Institution,  near 
Mission  BC,  where  he  is  being  held,  as  was  originally  planned. 

A major  demonstration  of  support  and  "welcome  back"  was  planned  to 
coincide  with  his  parole  and  release  outside  the  Elbow  Lake  facility.  "Very 
obviously,  they  didn't  want  the  major  show  of  solidarity  and  possibly 
widespread  media  coverage  to  highlight  the  call  for  a public  inquiry  and 
reveal  the  extent  of  public  support  for  Wolverine,  said  Free  the  Wolverine 
Spokesperson  Splitting-the-Sky . 

Elder  Bill  Lightbown  of  the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  criticized  the 
last  minute  change  which  has  already  disrupted  travel  plans  of  many  who  had 
intended  to  be  present  for  the  Elbow  Lake  release.  "The  good  news  is  that 
this  political  prisoner  will  still  be  freed.  The  bad  news  is,  not  where  and 
when  we  planned  to  celebrate  this.  They  have  frustrated  our  process  by 
releasing  him  in  Kamloops  instead." 

Wolverine  is  expected  to  be  transported  Thursday  morning  to  the  interior 
city  of  Kamloops  BC  and  there  released  into  the  custody  of  the  Kamloops 
Parole  area  office,  before  returning  to  his  home  on  the  Adams  Lake  Shuswap 
Reserve.  A considerably  smaller  gathering  is  being  hastily  organized  to 
meet  Wolverine's  arrival  in  Kamloops  thursday  at  the  Kamloops  Parole  office 
at  590,  175  Second  Avenue.  (KPO  phone  (250)  851-4800) 

For  further  information  please  contact  Free  the  Wolverine  Spokesperson 
Splitting  the  Sky  in  Kamloops  at  (250)  679-7743,  or  Elder  Bill  Lightbown  of 
the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  at  (604)  251-4949  in  Vancouver. 

For  more  information  on  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  and  to  SUPPORT  THE 
CALL  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  ALL  ASPECTS  OF  THE  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  MATTER: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  - WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  DUDLEY  GEORGE! 

"RE : Statement  from  Wolverine"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Feb  1999  00:45:20  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Statement  from  Wolverine 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PRESS  STATEMENT  OF  WOLVERINE 

KAMLOOPS  PAROLE  AREA  OFFICE,  OCCUPIED  SHUSWAP  TERRITORY,  JANUARY  28,  1999. 

Although  granted  parole,  I am  not  free.  Shuswap  Territory  is  not  free. 
Lil'wat  Territory  is  not  free.  Turtle  Island  is  not  free.  Mother  Earth  and 
her  peoples  are  not  free. 

>From  the  militarized  Mayan  villages  of  Chiapas  to  the  continuing  cruel  and 
inhuman  imprisonment  of  our  brother  Leonard  Peltier  --  who  was  handed  over 
to  the  clutches  of  the  FBI  by  British  Columbia  and  Canada  23  years  ago  -- 
to  the  crooked  treaty  theft  of  Nisga'a  and  other  lands  of  sovereign 
indigenous  nations  --  we  are  still  being  attacked  by  the  colonizer.  We  are 
all  still  not  free.  Gustafsen  Lake  is  not  over.  We  stood  on  law  --  they 
stood  on  fraud,  force  and  racist  terror.  Lies  told  by  governments,  police, 
courts  and  media  must  be  exposed  in  a full  and  open  public  inquiry.  Both 
British  Columbia  and  Canada  have  so  far  refused  this.  With  good  reason  -- 
they  have  much  to  hide. 

I want  to  thank  all  of  those  who  continue  to  fight  for  truth,  justice, 
self-determination  and  our  sovereign  national  rights  to  be  free  peoples  in 
free  homelands.  The  oppression  must  end.  We  will  never  forget  Oka  and 


Robert  (Lasagna)  Cross,  we  will  never  forget  Dudley  George,  we  will  never 
forget  Gustafsen  Lake.  The  struggle  will  continue. 

Freedom ! 


For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Splitting  the  Sky,  phone:  (250)  679-7743 

Bill  Lightbown,  phone:  (604)  251-4949 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

"RE : The  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Feb  1999  08:50:10  -0800 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : The  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike  Is  Growing! 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

From;  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.0.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 
bayou@blarg.net 

LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE  UP-DATE 
Greetings, 

We  now  have  5 more  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike.  5 more  days  to  build  this.  It  has  already 
grown  far  larger  than  any  of  us  had  hoped  for.  At  this  time  we  have  50 
fasters  (see  list  below  our  statement  at  the  bottom  of  this  message)  and 
46  additional  support  people  who  will  be  getting  the  faster 's  statements 
out . 

Often,  it  is  said  that  we  are  powerless  against  the  forces  of  greed  and 
oppression.  I have  never  believed  that.  For,  I believe,  that  the  only  time 
we  are  powerless  is  when  we  decide  not  to  use  our  power.  All  those  people 
who  have  made  the  conscious  decision  to  organize  for  the  February  6th 
International  Day  In  Solidarity  With  Leonard  Peltier,  all  those  that  have 
made  the  conscious  decision  to  come  out  on  that  day,  and  all  those  that 
have  joined  the  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/  Hunger  Strike  are  making  a 
clear  statement  that  we  are  not  powerless.  Each  person  is  important,  for 
the  power  of  this  struggle  is  the  acumination  of  all  of  its  parts. 

These  actions  are  further  steps  in  a long  struggle.  They  are  a direct 
continuation  of  all  that  has  been  done  before  them,  and  they  are  the  bridge 
to  the  future  success  of  our  struggle.  For  I have  never  had  any  doubt  that 
as  long  as  we  continue  to  struggle  and  build  that  struggle  in  the  spirit  of 
unity,  we  will  see  Leonard  free. 

The  forces  of  evil  believe  that  they  can  do  anything  they  want  to 
Leonard,  frame  him  up,  deny  him  all  his  rights,  continue  to  harass  him 
within  the  iron  house,  and  now  torture  him.  The  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity 
Fast/Hunger  Strike  is  an  act  of  drawing  a line  in  the  dirt  and  saying  that 
we  will  not  allow  this  to  continue! 

Some  fasters  will  be  fasting  in  shifts,  as  for  me  personally,  I will  be 
fasting  as  long  as  it  is  necessary.  For  too  many  years  this  has  gone  on, 
for  too  many  years  the  brick  wall  of  the  government's  lies  and  cover-ups 
has  blocked  our  path.  It  is  time  to  take  a stand  on  a higher  level  of 
personal  commitment.  I will  not  be  fasting  just  for  Leonard,  for  the 
struggle  of  Leonard  has  long  since  become  a struggle  of  the  people  against 
the  forces  of  the  greedy  evil  madness  that  is  a plague  upon  our  world. 

The  purpose  of  the  fast/hunger  strike  is  to  call  attention  to  the  torture 
of  Leonard  and  to  motivate  people  to  act  to  end  that  torture.  Everyone  is 
welcome  to  help.  You  can  join  the  fast/hunger  strike,  you  can  aid  the 
fast/hunger  strike  by  helping  to  get  out  the  statements  of  the  fasters,  and 
you  send  daily  messages  to  the  BOP.  An  e-mail  list  has  been  set  up  for  the 
fast/hunger  strike  as  an  act  of  solidarity  by  the  Telecom  & Computer 
Worker'  Local  23.  Upon  this  list  all  the  statements  of  the  fasters  will  be 
posted.  To  get  on  to  this  list  please  send  a message  with  subscribe  to 
peltier-fast  on  the  subject  line  to:  peltier-fast-request@  iww.org.  I wish 
to  thank  everyone  who  has  joined  us  and  has  helped  us.  Without  all  of  you 
this  action  could  not  be  what  it  has  become 


In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D . Miller 
NWLPSN 

END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE 

STATEMENT 

Whereas,  the  medical  condition  of  American  Indian  Movement  activist  and 
political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  is  severe  and  could  become  potentially 
life  threating,  the  repeated  denials  by  the  federal  prison  system,  for  two 
and  a half  years,  of  the  necessary  medical  treatment  offered  by  the  Mayo 
Clinic  is  nothing  other  than  politically  motivated  torture.  Leonard  Peltier 
has  been,  and  is,  living  daily  in  excruciating  pain.  The  U.S.  Government 
should  be  held  accountable  for  this  act  of  torture.  Should  Leonard 
Peltier's  condition  become  critical,  the  denial  of  medical  treatment 
offered  for  free  by  the  Mayo  Clinic  should  be  viewed  as  an  act  of  attempted 
murder. 

Therefore,  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER 
STRIKE  will  begin  on  February  6th,  and  has  the  purpose  of  calling  attention 
to  and  helping  to  mobilize  support  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
This  campaign  will  continue  until  Leonard  is  undergoing  treatment  in  the 
Mayo  Clinic. 

Upon  February  6th,  we  are  asking  those  who  can  to  join  us  on  this  hunger 
strike.  Each  day  of  the  fast  two  different  fasters  will  issue  a statement, 
one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  evening,  in  their  own  words  calling  for 
the  end  of  the  torture.  We  are  also  asking  people  who  support  this  campaign 
to  help  widely  distribute  these  statements. 

Furthermore,  we  are  asking  that  supporters  on  each  day  of  the  hunger 
strike  e-mail  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons 
at:  swolfson@bop.gov,  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  medical  treatment  at 
the  Mayo  Clinic.  We  are  also  asking  supporters  to  take  whatever  positive 
local  actions  will  advance  this  campaign. 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse 

Fasters/Hunger 

Strikers 

Dale  Pfeiffer,  Clarkston,  Michigan,  IWW  Delegate,  novelist 

Arthur  D . Miller,  Tacoma,  Washington,  coordinator  of  the  Northwest  Leonard 

Peliter  Support  Network,  IWW  Delegate,  publisher  of  Bayou  La  Rose,  marine 

pipefitter. 

William  Boemmels,  Stratford,  Connecticut,  Malecite,  Engineer 

Gina  Chiala,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  International  Office  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 

Defense  Committee. 

Keith  McHenry,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  International  Office  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Ron  (Saquiiyona)  Dunning,  Tupper  Lake,  New  York,  Shawnee,  Adult  Basic 
Education  Teacher  NYS  Dept.  Of  Corrections,  jewelry  maker,  traditional 
story  teller,  ornamental  gardener/contractor . 

Lois  Brooks 

Barbara  Fortier,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-  Atlanta, 
ballet  dancer,  teacher  and  dance  school  director. 

Waabnong  Kwe,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Tsalagi  and  Ojibway  Nations,  AIDS  Educator. 
Becky  Delaney,  Rushville,  OH 

Darlene  Holland-Hayter,  Crystal  River,  Florida,  Choctaw/Cherokee, 

Recording  Secretary  Native  American  Indian  Center  of 
Citrus/Levy  counties  of  Florida. 

Pilar  de  La  Serna,  Basque  Country,  Spain,  Se  Ven  Sioux  Kolektibo,  Leonard 
Peltier  Support  Group-Basque  Country. 

John  Rosania,  Coalition  to  Abolish  the  Fur  Trade. 

Rachel  Ann  Carey-Harper,  Dennis  (Cape  Cod),  Massachusetts, 

Yarmouth  Friends  Meeting,  Sisters  of  the  Light,  volunteer  with  Homes  For 
Seven  Generations,  Clothesline  Project. 

Debbie  Hagopian 

Quwahia  Whisperingf ire.  Saint  Petersburg,  Florida,  Navajo  Artisan,  poet. 
Reid  Freeman  Denkins,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Coordinator  Leonard  Peltier 
Support  Group-Atlanta,  printer. 

Kyle  Browning,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  President  Amnesty  International  local 


chapter/group  #172. 

leff  Parente,  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  Student 

Brooke  Sluder,  Hartfort  City,  Indiana,  Mohawk  & Osage,  Autoworker, 

Photographer,  writer. 

Cliff  Alles-Curie,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-West  Michigan  Cathie 
Dever,  Rochester,  Michigan 

Dmitri  Ryabinia,  Krasnodar,  Russia,  Federation  Anarchists  Koban,  Pressman 
Ioso  Fernandez  Albeniz,  Pamplona,  Basque  Country  Spain,  Se  Ven  Sioux 
Kolektibo,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-Basque,  cereals  merchant. 

Bernard  Blanc,  Lorques,  France,  writer,  translator. 

Teresa  Carr,  Student,  Spartanburg  Tech. 

Trudi  Blue,  Midlothian,  Virginia 

Laurie  Nape  wastewin  Wheeler,  Florence,  Alabama,  Lakota,  American  Indian 
Movement . 

Scott  sa  wu-yo-  nv  Wheeler,  Florence,  Alabama,  American  Indian  Movement. 

Dru  Schisn,  Denver,  Colorado,  Graduate  Social  Work  Student. 

Sarah  Adesijj,  Coon  Rapids,  Minnesota,  Customer  Support  Rep.  at  Minnegasco. 
White  Feather  Siouxson,  Napa,  California,  Sioux,  Holistic  Nurse,  John  Moss 
"Crow  Wolf",  Millbrook,  Alabama,  Oglala,  Susquehennock  Church  of 
NatiTheresa  Laino,  Brooklyn-New  York  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  Ioann 
Magers,  New  Jersey  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 
Denise  Maney,  Madison,  WI 

Elizabeth  Anne  Payne,  Clarkston,  Michigan,  IWW,  coBfounder  of  the 
Evansville  Domestic  Violence  Task  Force. 

Dim  Lawler,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  cartoonist,  sculptor,  house-painter  Bob 

Manross,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Maintenance  man 

Fulton  Arrington,  Tate,  Georgia,  Cherokee,  Mechanic 

Rob  Ervin,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Cherokee,  Roofer,  Student 

lose  Javier  Bermudez,  Pamplona,  Basque  Country,  Se  Ven  Sioux  Kolektibo, 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-Basque  Country. 

Fermin  Martin,  Pamplona,  Basque  Country,  Se  Ven  Sioux  Kolektibo,  Leonard 
Peltier  Support  Group-Basque  Country 

Mike  Branum,  Detroit,  Michigan,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-Detroit . 
Christopher  Domhnall  Mag  Uidhir,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Irish 
Republican  Socialist  Committee  of  North  America,  Graduate  Student  Jesse 
Alt,  Ithaca,  New  York,  Student 
Keyga  Ohda  Sweetcorn,  Sisseton  Wahpeton 

Gorka  Ramos  Hervella,  Barcelona,  (Catalunya)  Spain,  Clandestine  (prisoner 
support  & against  prisons  anarchist  group). 

George  Baldwin 

FASTERS  SIGN-UP 

Name 

Organizational  affiliation,  tribe,  profession,  city,  state,  country. 


Means  of  contact  (e-mail  or  street  or  P.0.  Box  address) 


Support  person  for  faster  (name  and  means  of  contact) 


FOR  THOSE  NOT  FASTING  BUT  WHO  CAN  HELP  SPREAD  THE 
STATEMENTS  OF  THE  FASTERS  AND  HELP  WITH  THE  E-MAIL 
CAMPAIGN 


Name 

Means  of  contact 

Please  return  this  to:  the  NWLPSN  at;  bayou@blarg.net 


- Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  27  Han  1999  18:12:31  -0800 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Cc:  bayou@blarg.net 

Subject:  NWLPSN  Press  Statement 

From:  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.O.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 
(253)  383-9108 
e-mail:  bayou@blarg.net 

PRESS  STATEMENT 

Subject:  THE  INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH 
LEONARD  PELTIER,  FEBRUARY  6,  1999,  AND  THE 

LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER 
STRIKE  BEGINNING  ON  FEBRUARY  6,  1999. 


BACKGROUND 

Leonard  Peltier  is  an  Ojibwa-Lakota,  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
activist  who  was  framed  on  murder  charges  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents 
in  a fire  fight  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota.  The  first  two  AIM  members  to  go  on  trial  were  found  not  guilty  by 
reason  of  self-defense.  Leonard  was  extradited  from  Canada  based  on  false 
documents  given  to  the  Canadian  court.  The  US  government  transferred 
Leonard's  trial  from  the  original  judge  to  a hand-picked  judge  who  would 
not  allow  self-defense  evidence  or  evidence  of  the  government's  illegal  use 
of  false  documents  and  other  abuses.  To  insure  Leonard's  conviction,  the 
government  fabricated  ballistics  reports  and  coerced  witnesses  into  giving 
false  testimony.  All  these  things  have  been  proven  by  Leonard's  lawyers 
over  the  years  to  such  an  extent  that  the  U.S.  Prosecutor  in  this  case,  Mr. 
Lynn  Crooks,  has  stated  that  there  is  no  evidence  directly  connecting 
Leonard  to  the  deaths  of  the  agents.  The  only  evidence  they  have  is  that 
he  was  there  that  day,  thus  in  their  minds  he  is  guilty  of  "aiding  and 
abetting."  Since  the  first  two  AIM  members  were  found  not  guilty  for 
reason  of  self-defense,  this  means  that  Leonard  has  been  locked  up  for  23 
years  for  "aiding  and  abetting"  an  act  of  self-defense. 

THE  DENIAL  OF  MEDICAL  TREATMENT 

Leonard  is  currently  suffering  from  complications  of  a previous 
maxilla-facial  surgery  at  the  Springfield  Medical  Prison  facility.  In  that 
operation  Leonard  almost  died.  Not  only  did  the  surgery  not  improve 
Leonard's  condition,  it  became  far  worse.  Leonard  is  now  in  continuous, 
excruciating  pain.  He  cannot  open  his  mouth  enough  to  bite  food,  nor  can  he 
even  chew.  The  renowned  maxilla-facial  surgeon  Doctor  Keller  of  the  Mayo 
Clinic  has  written  to  the  prison  telling  them  that  he  is  willing  to  treat 
Leonard  for  free.  So  far  the  federal  Bureau  Of  Prisons  has  refused  to  let 
Leonard  be  treated.  The  person  overseeing  this  denial  is 
Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director, 

Bureau  Of  Prisons,  320  First  St.,  Washington,  DC  20534, 
phone  (202)  307-3198.  e-mail  swolfson@bop.gov. 

FEBRUARY  6,  1999  INTERNATIONAL  DAY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER 

On  February  6,  1999,  the  day  that  marks  the  23rd  year  since  Leonard's 
arrest,  supporters  will  be  holding  marches  and  rallies.  The  following  list 
includes  many  of  the  places  these  marches  and  rallies  will  take  place; 
Albany,  NY;  Victoria,  BC;  Louisville,  KY;  Brussels,  Belgium;  London, 
England;  Houston,  TX;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario;  San  Diego,  CA;  Nashville, 
TN;  Rapid  City,  SD;  Springfield,  MA;  Amsterdam,  Netherlands;  Washington, 

DC;  Portland,  Maine;  Tacoma,  WA;  Eugene,  OR;  Denver,  CO;  Paris,  France; 
Pontiac,  MI;  San  Francisco,  CA;  Toronto,  Ontario;  Atlanta,  GA;  Cincinnati, 
OH;  Kent,  OH;  Lawrence,  KS;  Starkville,  MS. 


From  more  information  contact:  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee,  (785)  842-5774,  e-mail  lpdc@idir.net. 

THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE 

The  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE  will 
begin  on  February  6,  1999.  At  this  point  there  are  40  people  in  the  U.S., 
Canada,  France,  Basque  Country  and  Russia  who  have  joined  in  the 
fast/hunger  strike.  The  purpose  of  this  action  is  to  draw  attention  to  the 
continuing  denial  of  medical  treatment  for  Leonard  Peltier.  We  view  that 
this  denial  is  politically  motivated  and,  because  this  denial  is  causing 
Leonard  to  live  in  continuous  pain,  we  consider  this  to  be  no  less  than  an 
act  of  torture.  On  each  day  of  the  fast/hunger  strike  there  will  be  two 
statements  issued  by  different  members  of  this  campaign. 

From  more  information  contact  the  Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Network  at:  (253)  383-9108,  e-mail:  bayou@blarg.net. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike  Is  Growing! 

— "RE:  Call  to  Support  Leonard  Peltier" 

Date:  Thu,  28  Ian  1999  11:12:21  -0600 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : David  Dellinger's  call  to  support  Leonard  Peltier 

"A  real  reason  that  Clinton  should  be  impeached  is  for  his  refusal  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier." 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  OF  PROTEST  TO 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

on  the  23  anniversary  of  his  arrest. 

FEBRUARY  5 - 6,  1999 

Contact  Gina  Chiala  or  Keith  McHenry  at  785-842-5774 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  3ANUARY  28,  1999 

"A  real  reason  that  Clinton  should  be  impeached  is  for  his  refusal  to 
free  Leonard  Peltier.  So  I will  join  others  in  Civil  Disobedience  near  the 
White  House  on  February  5th.  The  purpose  is  not  to  impeach  Clinton  but  to 
free  Leonard  Peltier.  Additional  rallies  and  civil  disobedience  will  take 
place  in  other  sections  of  the  country  on  February  6. 

Peltier's  prosecutor  says  that  he  has  no  idea  who  committed  the  acts  for 
which  he  has  been  imprisoned  for  23  years.  And  the  FBI  withheld 
information  at  his  trial  that  showed  his  innocence.  In  1975  the  C.I.A., 

FBI  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  invaded  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  its 
continued  killing  of  Indians  who  opposed  having  URANIUM  mined  on  the 
Reservation.  Now  Peltier's  life  is  in  danger  because  of  an  illness  that  is 
not  being  treated  inside  the  prison  system. 

Clinton  needs  ACTIONS  to  convince  him,  as  worldwide  letters  and  phone  calls 
have  not.  HE  WILL  NOT  ACT  UNTIL  HIS  REFUSAL  IS  EMPHASIZED  BY  THOUSANDS  OF 
PEOPLE  WHO  RALLY  AND  IN  MANY  CASES  PUT  THEIR  OWN  FREEDOM  ON  THE  LINE." 

In  Solidarity  and  friendship, 

Dave  Dellinger 

Nonviolent  activist  and  a co  defendant  in  the  CHICAGO  EIGHT  CONSPIRACY  TRIAL 
Partial  list  of  actions 

AMSTERDAM,  NETHERLANDS;  BRUSSELS,  BELGIUM;  PARIS,  FRANCE;  LIMA,  PERU; 

BOSTON,  MA;  BALTIMORE,  MD;  CHICAGO,  IL;  HELSINKI,  FINLAND;  LONDON,  ENGLAND; 
DERBY,  ENGLAND;  TORONTO,  ONTARIO;  SAULT  STE.  MARIE,  ONTARIO;  VICTORIA,  BC; 
ALBANY,  NY;  ATLANTA,  GA;  EUGENE,  OR;  CINCINNATI,  OH;  KENT,  OH;  LAWRENCE, 

KS;  HOUSTON,  TX;  SAN  DIEGO,  CA;  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA;  NASHVILLE,  TN;  RAPID 
CITY,  SD;  SPRINGFIELD,  MA;  WASHINGTON,  DC;  PORTLAND,  ME;  TACOMA,  WA; 

DENVER,  CO;  PONTIAC,  MI;  LOUISVILLE,  KY;  LINCOLN,  NE;  STARKVILLE,  MS; 

3EWETT  CITY,  CT;  SUNDERLAND,  MA;  HYANNIS,  MA;  HILTON  HEAD,  SC 


THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 

PO  Box  583  - Lawrence,  KS  66044  - 785-842-5774  < lpdc@idir.net  > 


"RE : Ramsey  Muniz  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Han  1999  00:18:01  -0600 
From:  "Irma  L.  Muniz"  <aou@earthlink.net> 

Sub  j : Ramsey  Muniz  Update 

Dear  Friends: 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  political  prisoner  Ramsey  Muniz  remains  in 
solitary  confinement.  Conditions  there  are  hard.  He  and  other  Mexicanos 
are  hungry  and  cold,  but  their  spirits  remain  high,  as  they  maintain  a 
sense  of  purpose  in  the  suffering  that  they  must  endure. 

He  writes,  "We,  the  Mexicas  of  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun  must 
demonstrate  that  the  "Culture  of  Resistance,"  which  has  forever  shaped 
Mexica  history,  is  still  a formidable  challenge  in  the  21st  Century." 
"Love  bears  all  things. 

Believes  all  things, 

Hopes  all  things,  endures  all  things. 

Love  never  ends." 

Corinthians  13:7-8 

For  more  information  contact: 

Advocates  of  Dustice 
5403  Everhart  Road  #216 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78411-4895 
(512)  992-4488 


http : //home. earth link. net /~aou 

++++++ 

Enclosed  is  a beautiful  love  poem  to  distribute  for  Valentine's  Day.  It  is 
in  English  and  Spanish.  Please  distribute  widely,  and  assist  us  by  taking 
a copy  to  a local  newspaper  for  publishing.  Thank  you. 

De  Un  Amor  Verdadero 

What  more  can  they  tell  you? 

I am  not  good  nor  bad  - just  a man. 

And  they  will  add  the  danger 

Of  my  life,  which  you  know 

And  which  with  your  passion  you  have  shared. 

Well,  this  danger 

Is  danger  of  love  - of  complete  love 
Toward  all  of  life. 

Toward  all  lives. 

And  if  this  love  brings 
Death  or  prison, 

I am  sure  that  your  big  eyes 
As  when  I kiss  them. 

Will  then  close  with  pride-- 
With  double  pride  and  mine. 

But  toward  my  ears  they  will  first  come 
To  undermine  the  tower 

Of  the  sweet  and  harsh  love  that  binds  us. 

And  they  will  say:  "That  one 

That  you  love 

Is  no  woman  for  you. 

Why  do  you  love  her?  I think 
You  could  find  one  more  beautiful. 

More  serious,  more  profound. 

More  other,  you  understand,  look  at  her 
How  flighty 

And  what  a head  she  has. 

And  look  at  her,  how  she  dresses 
An  so  on  and  on." 


And  I in  these  lines  say: 

"Thus  I love  you,  love. 

Love,  thus  I love  you. 

Thus  as  your  hair 
Lifts  up  and  as 
Your  mouth  smiles. 

Light  as  water 

From  the  spring  upon  the  pure  stones. 

Thus  I love  you,  beloved." 

Of  bread,  I do  not  ask  that  it  teach  me 
But  that  it  not  fail  me 
During  each  day  of  life. 

I know  nothing  of  light,  where 
It  comes  from  or  where  it  goes. 

I only  want  light  to  light. 

I do  not  ask  explanations 
Of  the  night. 

I wait  for  it  and  it  envelops  me. 

And  thus  you  are  bread 
And  light  and  shadow. 

You  came  into  my  life 
With  what  you  brought. 

I waited  for  you. 

Made  of  bread  and  light  and  shadow. 

And  thus  I need  you. 

Thus  I love  you. 

And  all  those  who  want  to  hear  tomorrow 
What  I shall  not  tell  them,  let  them 
Read  it  here. 

And  let  them  retreat  today  because 

It's  too  early 

For  these  arguments. 

Tomorrow  we  shall  give  them  only 
A leaf  from  the  tree  of  our  love  - a leaf 
That  will  fall  upon  the  earth 
As  if  our  lips  had  made  it. 

Like  a kiss  that  falls 
From  our  invincible  height 
To  show  the  fire  and  the  tenderness 
Of  a true  love. 

Ramsey  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 

Advocates  of  Justice 
5403  Everhart  Road  #216 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78411-4895 
Phone/Fax:  (512)  992-4488 
aou@earthlink.net 
http://home.earthlink.net/~aou 

"RE : American  Indian  Prisoners"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Jan  1999  12:08:19  +0400 
From:  valerie@emirates . net . ae 
Sub j : American  Indian  Prisoners 

Greetings  Gary, 

I would  be  grateful  if  you  would  post  the  following  in  your  newsletter. 

The  American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Fund  (AIRRF)  has  just  been  established 


to  protect  the  cultures,  traditions  and  religious  rights  of  American  Indians 
in  the  Texas  State  Prisons. 


The  group  is  working  to  represent  and  support  ALL  American  Indian  prisoners 
within  Texas  prison  facilities  and  its  objective  is  to  build  a public 
foundation  of  support  that  will  push  for  legislative  action  to  secure  and 
protect  the  religious  and  spiritual  needs  of  American  Indian  prisoners. 

AIRRF  has  been  created  through  the  undying  efforts  of  Alex  Montana,  a 
Comanche  prisoner,  who  has  fought  this  battle  from  within  the  system  for 
several  years  now.  You  can  read  about  his  personal  experience  on  his 
website  at: 

http://www.noord.bart.nl/~eaglebbs/montanae.html 


For  further  information  on  AIRRF 

Alex  Montana 

Chairman,  AIRRF 

3005  South  Lamar  Blvd. 

Suite  D-109-183 
Austin,  Texas  78704-4785 

You  can  view  Linda's  website  at: 

http : //www . geocities 

Let's  support  our  brothers  in  th 


please  contact  the  following: 
Linda  G.  Davenport 
Secretary/Treasurer,  AIRRF 
3005  South  Lamar  Blvd. 
Suite  D-109-183 
Austin,  Texas  78704-4785 
Fax:  1-512-707-9665 

com/CapitolHi 11/Sen ate/4759 

ironhouse ! 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Sat,  30  Ian  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

First,  I'm  making  this  announcement  hoping  that  the  person  who 
e-mailed  me  last  week  about  a prisoner  wanting  mail  will  see  it 
and  write  again.  I had  a hard  drive  failure  and  lost  some  of  my 
e-mail  over  the  weekend.  Please  --  if  you  send  me  e-mail 
about  a prisoner  and  the  name  does  not  appear  the  next  week, 
write  to  me  again.  I've  never  refused  to  post  a prisoner's  contact 
information.  If  it's  not  posted,  something  else  has  happened  so 
that  I don't  have  it  to  post. 

I got  a letter  in  the  mail  this  week  - it  speaks  for  itself. 

To  whom  it  may  concern. 

Yesterday  we  had  a meeting  here  at  USP  Atlanta,  which  I enjoyed 
very  much. 

The  sponsor  mentioned  that  you  have  a correspondence  through  the 
internet  which  I am  interested  in.  I would  like  to 
correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me.  I am 
of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard, 


California.  I study  both  heritages  through  two  different 
college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and  the  University  of  Santa 
Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages  for  the  past 
nine  years. 

If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may  be  interested 
in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage. 

I do  appreciate  all  assistance  from  you. 

Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are  doing.  I will  be  looking 
forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 

Thank  you  for  your  help  and 
May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 

#74722.012 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  for  Thought"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Feb  1999  17:19:27  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub j : Food  for  Thought  002 

Vechet's  Food  For  Thought 

Vechet's  Food  for  thought  is  an  article  for  something  to  think 
about,  and  I'd  like  for  us  to  think  about  the  7th  President,  Andrew  lackson. 
Many  of  us  might  know  of  him  because  of  the  $20  dollar  bill,  but  to  the 
Natives  of  the  U.S  it  goes  much  further.  I'll  start  with  some  of  his  history 
till  his  practice  of  genocide  of  the  Native  peoples. 

The  seventh  President  Andrew  lackson  started  out  as  a tailor,  then 
studied  law,  he  was  elected  Tennessee's  first  congressman  and  briefly  U.S 
senator.  He  also  held  a seat  on  the  state  Supreme  court,  he  was  a slave 
holder  of  a major  cotton  Plantation,  the  Hermitage. 

He  fought  in  the  American  Revolution,  was  captured  and  imprisoned  by 
the  British,  all  but  one  family  member  was  killed  in  connection  with  this 
conflict . 

He  won  national  fame  during  the  war  of  1812  by  "crushing"  the  Creek 
Indians.  Rewarded  with  a U.S  army  commission,  he  lead  the  victory  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  emerging  as  the  war's  greatest  hero.  He  ruthlessly  pursued  the 
"governments'"  war  with  the  Seminoles,  during  this  time  great  controversy 
was  provoked  when  he  ordered  the  deaths  of  two  British  subjects  suspecting 
them  of  aiding  the  Indians.  In  1821  he  was  named  military  governor  of 
Florida.  By  now  he  had  a reputation  as  a Indian  fighter  and  enemy  to  the 
British. 

He  returned  to  politics  and  was  urged  to  run  for  President  by  many 
people  but  had  insufficient  votes  to  win,  he  claimed  the  race  to  be  corrupt. 
In  1828,  he  defeated  Adams  by  majority  because  the  majority  wanted  the 


Indians  removed  and  Andrew  Jackson  campaigned  the  Indian  removal  act!  The 
idea  of  southeastern  Indian  removal  had  been  raised  as  early  as  1803  by 
President  Jefferson,  after  purchasing  the  vast  acreage  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  extending  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rockies,  proposed  that  Indians 
east  of  the  Mississippi  be  located  to  "new  lands"  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This 
policy  was  executed  by  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  1830 's  with  the  forced  removal 
of  the  Chickasaw,  Cherokees,  Creek,  Choctaw  and  Seminoles-  from  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  to  what  is  now,  Oklahoma. 

Economy  was  growing  as  fast  as  they  could  get  the  land,  so  at  any  length  to 
get  this  land  - even  murder.  If  I forced  someone  to  walk  over  1600  miles 
with  guns  and  they  had  died  along  the  way,  I would  think  most  people  would 
consider  that  to  be  murder,  but  the  government  being  above  their  law  had 
no  one  to  answer  too.  Then  the  survivors  were  herded  on  to  Reservations. 

A lot  of  people  know  but  many  don't,  that  during  a trip  made  by 
Jackson,  he  was  saved  by  some  Indians  if  it  had  not  been  for  them  he  would 
have  been  killed,  I guess  the  Indian  Removal  act  was  his  way  of  saying  Thank 
you . 


True  History:  In  the  year  2000  a coin  will  be  made  to  acknowledge 
the  help  given  to  to  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition.  The  coin  will  be  of 
Sacajawea  in  the  form  of  a coin  worth  one  dollar. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  


#0001 
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0 PAINTER  of  the  fruits  and  flowers. 
We  own  thy  wise  design. 

Whereby  these  human  hands  of  ours 
May  share  the  work  of  thine. 

Our  toil  is  sweet  with  thankfulness. 
Our  burden  is  our  boon; 

The  curse  of  earth's  gray  morning  is 
The  blessing  of  its  noon. 

And  still  with  reverent  hands  we  call 
Thy  gifts,  each  year  renewed; 

The  good  is  always  beautiful. 

The  beautiful  is  good. 

J.G.  WHITTIER. 


ANYBODY  MAY  GET  RICH. 


In  addition  to  the  sentiment  printed  last  week  from  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
to  his  son,  that  any  intelligent,  industrious  young  man  may  become  rich 
if  he  stops  all  leaks  and  is  not  in  a hurry,  he  says  this: 

"When  working  for  others  SINK  YOURSELVES  OUT  OF  SIGHT! 

You  must  not  go  in  DEBT. 


Avoid  debt  as  you  would  the  Devil." 

Now,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  thinks  that  many  of  the  sons  of  men 
need  this  advice,  and  especially  the  sons  of  Indian  men. 

It  is  hard  to  save,  isn't  it  boys?  Isn't  it  girls? 

We  see  that  nice  ribbon  and  "it  will  make  me  look  so  pretty.  I must 
have  it!"  Then  down  goes  the  fifty  cents  for  something  we  do  not  need. 

There  is  an  exquisite  neck-tie.  A boy  counts  his  money, 

"Yes,  I have  a dollar  and  three  cents.'  Down  goes  the  dollar  for  the 
tie,  when  he  does  not  need  a new  tie. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  hopes  that  the  money  spent  thus  foolishly  in 
our  young  days  will  not  be  needed  when  we  are  older  to  keep  us  from 
suffering,  but  that  is  just  what  wise  men  say  will  happen. 

"WILFUL  WASTE  BRINGS  WOEFUL  WANT,"  a wise  philosopher  has  said,  and 
the  experience  of  men  in  general  has  proved  the  saying  to  be  true. 

Whatever  we  waste  willfully,  whether  it  be  time,  clothing  or  what,  we 
will  SUFFER  for  some  day  in  the  future. 

A PRETTY,  BUT  SENSIBLE  GIRL. 


0,  yes,  a young  man  can  do  this  and  that,  and  society  soon  forgets  it, 
but  let  a young  lady  do  one  "this"  or  one  "that"  she  ought  not  to!  Is 
it  soon  forgotten? 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  read  this  week  of  a young  man  who  is  called 
fast,  and  he  loved  a pretty  girl. 

Fie  finally  thought  he  would  ask  her  to  marry  him. 

He  was  anxious  to  have  a wife  about  whom  society  could  not  talk  and 
one  who  would  make  a good  home  for  him. 

He  did  not  go  at  finding  out  about  these  things  in  a very  tactful 
manner,  for  the  young  lady  became  indignant,  and  told  him  what  was  what. 

"I  suppose  you  love  me  well  enough  to  live  with  me  in  a small  house?" 
he  said. 

"Are  you  a good  cook?" 

"Do  you  think  it  is  the  wife's  duty  to  make  the  home  happy?" 

"Are  you  economical?" 

"Can  you  make  your  own  clothes?" 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  he  asked  in  a round-about  way. 

The  young  lady  said: 

Before  I answer  your  questions  I will  tell  you  of  a few  things  I do 
NOT  do: 

"I  never  drink  wine  or  beer  or  whiskey." 

"I  never  smoke." 

"I  never  owed  a poor  laundry  woman  for  my  wash." 

"I  never  failed  to  pay  the  tailor." 

"I  never  stayed  out  all  night  playing  billiards  and  cards  in  a 
saloon . " 

"I  never  went  to  wine  suppers  and  became  silly  with  drink." 

"Now,"  said  she,  rising  indignantly,  "I  am  told  by  those  who  know, 
that  you  do  all  of  these  things,  and  it  is  rather  absurd  for  you  to 
expect  all  the  virtues  of  me  while  you  do  not  possess  any  of  them 
yourself.  I can  never  be  your  wife." 

And  she  bowed  him  out,  and  left  him  on  the  door-step,  a sadder  if  not 
a wiser  man. 
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We  have  a card  from  Tokyo,  Dapan,  this  week,  on  which  we  find  words  of 
greeting  and  good  wishes  from  our  friend  Kanzo  Uchimra. 

Mr.  Frank  Hones,  class  '97,  Carlisle,  now  of  the  Haskell  Institute 
faculty,  is  wearing  a black  eye,  says  the  Leader,  the  result  of  a fall 
on  the  ice. 

At  ten  o'clock,  on  Wednesday  Miss  Lydia  L.  Hunt,  Superintendent  of  the 
San  Carlos  Indian  School,  Arizona,  became  the  wife  of  William  A Wright. 
Miss  Hunt  taught  our  Normal  Department  for  some  time  and  has  many 
friends  at  our  school,  who  send  congratulations  and  well  wishes. 

Frank  Hannies,  of  Rosebud  Agency,  S.D.,  who  was  a pupil  with  us  some 
years  ago,  writes  this  week  asking  a business  question.  He  says  he  is 
getting  pretty  old  and  cannot  write  a long  letter,  which  made  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  smile.  He  has  a little  son  ten  years  of  age  which 
he  intends  to  send  away  to  school  in  a few  years. 

Ellen  Thomas,  '98,  who  is  at  the  Newtawaka,  Kansas,  Indian  Boarding 
School  writes  an  interesting  letter  to  Miss  Bowersox,  who  allowed  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  to  read  it,  and  this  is  what  the  old  gentleman 
stole  from  the  items  therein: 

"There  were  only  four  of  the  employees  left  at  the  school  for  a few 
days  during  the  holidays  as  several  of  them  went  away  to  visit  friends, 
and  all  of  the  children  went  to  their  homes.  It  was  a very  dull 
Christmas.  On  Friday  evening,  however,  before  the  children  went  home. 
Miss  Botsford  and  I had  a little  entertainment  for  them  at  the  school 
house.  The  children  are  very  quick  to  learn.  They  all  did  their  parts 
very  well.  There  are  34  pupils  here  now.  A fine  building  is  going  to 
be  put  up  for  the  Kickapoo  school  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.  The 
buildings  are  very  dilapidated,  but  now  that  we  are  going  to  have  a new 
school  building,  we  are  in  better  cheer.  Since  September,  we  have  sewed 
enough  carpet  rags  to  make  about  70  yards  of  carpet.  We  used  to  get  our 
rags  out  after  the  children  were  in  bed.  Miss  Botsford  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  business." 

Our  Mr.  Frank  Cayou,  '96,  has  passed  through  some  College  Freshman 
trials  this  week.  On  Tuesday  night  the  Dickinson  College  Freshman  held 
a class  banquet.  On  Sunday  night  as  Mr.  Cayou  was  coming  from  church 
with  two  of  our  ladies  he  was  spirited  away  by  the  Sophomores.  A crowd 
of  them  was  standing  around  the  church  door  as  the  three  came  out. 

Before  they  knew  it  the  ladies  were  left  without  escort,  and  were 
obliged  to  come  out  from  town  alone.  Not  a "Soph"  offered  to  come  with 
them.  It  is  said  that  Cayou  fought  like  a lion  for  the  honor  of  his 
class,  but  ten  or  a dozen  Sophomores  were  too  much  for  him.  They  placed 
him  in  a buggy  and  drove  him  toward  the  mountains,  and  at  this  writing, 
Wednesday  morning,  he  has  not  appeared.  The  Sophomores  tried  to  steal 
several  more  of  the  Freshmen  so  as  to  break  up  the  banquet,  but  did  not 
succeed.  Such  things  are  so  "funny"  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  can 
scarcely  write  about  them.  He  would  like  someday  to  have  a new  kind  of 
a joke  to  laugh  at  if  the  bright  young  college  gentlemen  could  only 
THINK  of  something  not  quite  so  stale. 

LATER:  Mr.  Cayou  has  returned  and  tells  a story  of  good  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  the  Sophomores.  His  time  was  spent  in  the  north  Mountain, 
at  Sterretts  Gap  Hotel,  and  at  various  other  places.  Some  of  the  time 
he  was  tied  to  a Sophomore  so  as  to  prevent  the  slightest  chance  for 
escape.  The  Sophomores  did  not  get  the  prize  they  thought  they  had,  for 
Mr.  Cayou  was  not  toastmaster,  as  they  surmised  and  had  no  part  in  the 
banquet  program,  and  he  was  the  only  one  absent.  There  is  considerable 


excitement  among  the  college  men  at  this  writing  and  a strong  class 
feeling  exists.  All  sorts  of  rumors  are  afloat  as  to  what  is  to  be  done 
by  those  in  authority,  but  we  have  nothing  definite. 


The  January  entertainment  given  by  the  Academic  Department  occurred 
last  Thursday  evening  in  Assembly  Hall.  The  usual  number  of  good  things 
were  brought  out  and  the  evening  was  again  enjoyed.  The  band  played 
unusually  well,  and  the  choir  sang  a new  piece  which  was  well  received. 
Jennie  Brown  played  a very  pretty  piano  solo,  and  the  school  sang  a 
Military  Band  selection.  The  individual  speakers  were  George  Carefell, 
Joseph  Libby,  Irene  Suvoroff,  Helen  Fratres,  John  P.  Jones,  Harry 
Seonia,  Elizabeth  Walker,  Matthew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  Adam  Spring, 
Joseph  Scholder  and  Dahney  George.  There  were  several  class  numbers,  and 
one  dialogue,  in  which  Minnie  Nick  took  the  principal  part  and  did 
excellently.  She  makes  a capital  teacher,  and  her  class  played  the 
country  pupil  very  well.  Those  of  the  evening  speaking  with  finest 
grace  and  best  expression  were  James  Johnson  and  Dahney  George. 

The  Tableau  was  from  Milton's  II  Penseroso.  Mr.  Standing  spoke  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  these  exercises,  and  how  we  thus  get  the  best 
thoughts  from  the  best  minds.  He  was  pleased  to  see  something  from 
Milton,  for  he  regarded  him  as  more  classic  in  English  than  Shakespeare, 
and  excelled  by  no  poet.  Professor  Bakeless'  remarks  before  the  program 
began,  in  regard  to  the  applause  of  a cultured  audience  was  to  the  point 
and  heeded,  except  in  one  instance,  when  the  clapping  was  coarse,  and 
was  brought  to  a check. 
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Another  Cold  wave. 

Mrs.  George  F.  Craft,  of  Jersey  City,  is  visiting  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Thompson . 

The  Philippine  situation  has  been  discussed  by  Mr.  Sowerby,  at  the 
opening  exercises. 

Miss  Shaffner  is  booked  to  speak  before  the  celebrated  Century  Club  of 
Philadelphia  tomorrow. 

Miss  Crowl  and  Miss  George,  teachers  from  Harrisburg,  were  visitors  on 
Wednesday,  and  were  shown  around  by  Miss  Forster. 

Miss  Wood  has  quite  recovered  from  La  Grippe,  and  last  evening  with 
Miss  Cutter  left  for  Washington,  D.C.,  to  visit  schools. 

The  last  heard  from  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  they  were  becoming  acclimated 
and  were  feeling  much  benefited  by  the  change  and  rest. 

At  teachers'  meeting  this  week  the  various  phases  of  Nature  Study  was 
discussed,  each  teacher  bringing  in  his  and  her  thoughts  in  writing. 

Mr.  Thomas  R.  Field,  of  Philadelphia,  and  lady,  were  guests  of  Dr. 
Diven  last  Thursday,  and  went  the  rounds  of  the  school  and  industrial 
departments . 

A large  boy  has  found  a pocketbook  containing  money,  and  will  return 
it  to  the  owner  if  he  will  call  at  the  large  Boys'  Quarters'  office,  and 
prove  property. 

United  States  Indian  Inspector,  J.  George  Wright  visited  the  school 
last  Friday.  There  is  a sketch  of  his  present  business  in  the  January 
Red  Man,  out  this  week. 

Miss  Botsford,  to  whom  Ellen  Thomas  refers  in  her  letter  elsewhere,  it 
will  be  remembered  was  for  a time  a teacher  with  us.  She  is  now 
Superintendent  of  the  Kickapoo  School. 

If  there  is  anything  in  a name,  they  certainly  had  the  right  person  in 
the  right  place  at  Haskell  when  they  put  Miss  Lizzie  Lookaround  in 
charge  of  the  small  boys'  building. 

The  Printers  and  Tailors  entered  into  a game  of  basket  ball  on  last 
Saturday  night  with  a zeal  that  charmed  the  onlookers,  and  the  printers 
came  off  victorious  by  a score  of  8 to  nothing. 

Glenn  F.  Warner,  Cornell's  famous  coach  has  been  engaged  for  this  year 
to  coach  our  football  men.  The  football  world  considers  the  securing  of 
Coach  Warner  a great  achievement. 

Edward  Hensley  has  been  very  low  with  pneumonia,  his  third  or  fourth 
attack,  but  is  at  this  writing  doing  nicely.  Dr.  Diven  and  Miss  Barr 


have  wonderful  success  in  pulling  pneumonia  patients  through. 

Abram  Smith,  who  has  been  attending  school  at  the  Educational  Home  in 
Philadelphia  for  the  past  3 years  has  joined  the  Carlisle  army  of 
students,  and  we  wish  him  well.  He  has  had  some  experience  at 
book-binding,  and  may  find  something  to  do  here  at  his  trade. 

Miss  Ely  has  received  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  her  oldest  brother, 
Alfred  Ely,  of  Pennington,  N.D.  In  the  summer  a younger  brother  who  had 
lived  for  years  near  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  passed  away.  Our  esteemed 
co-worker  has  the  sincere  sympathy  of  all  her  friends. 

On  the  money  requests  sent  in  from  the  small  boys'  quarters  this  week. 
Miss  Luckenbach  reports  that  every  balance  but  one  was  made  out 
correctly.  We  were  afraid  to  ask  her  about  the  big  boys  and  the  girls. 

Miss  Annie  Moore,  who  is  visiting  Mrs.  Given,  favored  the  school  at 
the  opening  exercises  on  Monday  with  a piano  selection.  Miss  Moore  has 
a "touch"  which  shows  individuality  and  which  charms  her  hearers. 

The  small  boys  are  said  to  be  persistent  readers,  and  some  of  the  very 
little  fellows  become  so  absorbed  in  what  they  are  reading  that  they 
hear  nothing.  Even  the  shrillest  blast  from  the  whistle  or  the  loudest 
peal  from  the  bell  does  not  disturb  them. 

The  boys  who  have  been  working  in  the  laundry  for  some  time  prove 
valuable  in  relieving  Mr.  Weber  from  sundry  repairs  for  which  it  was 
necessary  to  call  him  in.  They  also  take  the  heavy  work  of  lifting, 
mangling  etc.,  from  the  girls.  There  is  a great  deal  of  that  kind  of 
work  in  the  laundry  even  though  they  have  machinery  of  the  most  approved 
and  labor-saving  type. 

When  Miss  Hulme,  Superintendent  of  the  sewing  department,  was  asked  if 
she  had  an  item  of  interest  for  the  HELPER  this  week,  she  replied  with  a 
sigh:  "Oh,  the  public  is  not  interested  in  trials  and  tribulations,  and 
that  is  what  we  are  now  passing  through  with  the  graduating  dresses,  it 
being  a hard  matter  to  get  them  just  right  and  to  please  the  girls  and 
everybody  interested  in  them."  "That  is  an  item,"  said  the  reporter, 
and  here  it  is. 

The  small  boys  were  mourning  over  the  loss  of  the  "ice  park"  as  the 
warm  wave  took  away  the  skating,  and  they  were  wondering  where  and  how 
to  find  an  outlet  for  all  their  pent  up  energies  and  enthusiasm. 

"Shinny"  suggested  itself,  but  as  that  is  a game  persistently  frowned 
upon  by  those  in  authority,  the  boys  hesitated.  They  had  not  to  wait 
long  for  developments,  for  the  cold  wave  came  and  the  pond  is  frozen 
again,  with  the  best  skating  of  the  season. 

We  do  not  call  our  cooking  lessons  Domestic  Science,  but  for  the  past 
four  years  the  dining  room  girls  (the  dining  room  detail  being  changed 
once  a month)  receive  two  lessons  a week  in  plain  cooking  - such  as 
cooking  meat,  eggs,  potatoes  etc.,  in  a variety  of  ways.  They  are 
taught  also  to  make  bread,  biscuit,  pies,  and  plain  cake.  Those  girls 
who  have  spent  one  season  in  the  country  take  more  interest  than  the  new 
girls.  They  of  course  are  better  able  to  see  the  great  advantage  of 
these  lessons,  but  all  manifest  an  interest  in  what  might  be  called  "The 
most  scientific  subject  in  the  world." 

Mr.  Frank  Hudson,  class  '96,  and  ex-Captain  of  the  football  team,  is 
making  official  visits  as  outing  agent  to  the  boys  in  country  homes.  He 
will  receive  a warm  welcome  wherever  he  goes,  and  if  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  getting  at  facts  and  true  situations  his  discerning  eye  will 
discover  everything,  whether  regular  and  irregular,  and  each  patron  and 
student  will  get  his  just  dues  in  a written  report  for  the  office.  Mr. 
Hudson  is  famous  for  his  kicking  powers.  We  hope  he  will  have  no 
occasion  to  use  his  "cunning  toe"  on  unruly  boys  while  making  the 
rounds . 
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WHO  IS  THE  HERO? 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  thinks  that  the  person,  who,  through 
SELF-DENIAL  keeps  his  body  in  good  condition  for  the  duty  that  is 
expected  of  him  is  the  HERO  of  the  hour. 

"I  do  this,"  says  one. 


"I  eat  this/'  he  continues. 

"I  drink  this. " 

"I  know  I ought  NOT  to." 

Such  a person  is  WEAK  and  deserves  our  pity. 

See  his  run-down  condition! 

But  let  us  not  call  it  OVERWORK. 

"Tell  me  what  you  eat  and  I will  tell  you  what  you  are/'  says  a wise 
philosopher . 

Another  says: 

"Tell  me  the  company  you  keep  and  I will  tell  you  what  you  are." 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  says: 

"Tell  me  how  you  use  your  leisure  moments  and  I will  tell  you  what  you 
are . " 

It  requires  an  heroic  struggle  to  keep  ourselves  in  the  right  path, 
all  the  time,  but  we  can  DO  it,  and  if  we  do  NOT  the  law  is  as  sure  as 
death,  we  will  suffer. 


DENOMIE . 

A business  letter  from  William  Denomie  '94,  contains  some  interesting 
items  which  we  take  the  liberty  of  culling. 

He  says: 

"I  am  still  teaching  at  Lac  Courte  Oreilles,  Wisconsin.  Congress  has 
appropriated  $60,000  for  a boarding  school  to  be  built  here.  This  will 
do  away  with  the  day  schools  now  on  the  reservation. 

I have  been  promised  a position  in  the  new  school,  and  if  agreeable  to 
the  Superintendent  I shall  go  in  for  a year  or  so. 

I cannot  give  up  the  thought  of  a course  at  Eastman  College.  If  ever 
I leave  the  service  I will  steer  myself  toward  Eastman. 

Am  I married?  No,  not  yet.  I want  to  get  out  and  see  something  of 
the  world  before  I tie  myself  to  any  one. 

Please  do  not  think  me  ungrateful  because  I remain  silent.  I am  sure 
that  no  Carlisle  student  appreciates  more  than  I the  good  that  Carlisle 
has  done  and  is  doing  for  her  pupils  and  for  the  Indians  in  general." 


THEY  LOOK  HAPPY. 


A Mount  Holly,  N.I.  subscriber,  says  that  the  "Indian  girls  who  are 
living  in  Mt.  Holly  pass  my  house  daily  on  their  way  to  and  from  day 
school,  and  also  on  Sunday.  I enjoy  seeing  them,  they  look  as  though 
they  were  very  happy,  and  they  certainly  are  well-behaved." 


WHO  IS  MR.  ROBE? 


Mr.  Robe  is  delighted  over  the  chainless  safety  received  on  Christmas. 
-[Fort  Lewis  Outlook. 

Naturally  we  wonder  if  this  is  our  Mr.  Yellowrobe,  class  '95,  who  went 
sometime  since  to  Ft.  Lewis.  There  are  various  Robes  among  the  Indians, 
such  as  Bearrobe,  Buffalorobe,  etc.,  and  it  seems  important  to  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  for  a man  to  retain  his  family  or  surname  if  he 
does  not  wish  to  lose  his  identity  and  lineal  descent.  If  Mr.  Wheelock 
should  begin  to  sign  his  name  Mr.  D.W.  Lock,  he  would  soon  lose  his 
identity.  If  the  Mr.  Robe  is  our  Mr.  Yellowrobe  we  congratulate  him  and 
hope  that  he  will  hereafter  allow  no  question  about  his  name,  but  write 
the  surname  in  full. 


GENERAL  EATON. 


It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  school  teacher  should  follow  the 
soldier  into  Porto  Rico.  If  there  is  anyone  who  can  successfully  light 
the  lamp  of  learning  in  the  island  it  should  be  General  Eaton,  who 
started  so  successfully  the  same  work  among  the  freedmen  of  the  south  at 
the  close  of  the  civil  war.  -[Omaha  Bee. 

General  Eaton  is  one  of  Carlisle's  staunchest  friends,  and  we  are  glad 
that  he  has  been  selected  for  such  an  honored  position  as  Commissioner 


of  Education  in  Porto  Rico,  which  he  so  eminently  fortified  by 
experience  and  influence  to  fill. 


UNIQUE  INTEREST. 


Miss  E.  C.  Cox  of  Buckingham,  says  that  she  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  education  of  the  Indians  "and  of  course  cannot  do  without  the 
HELPER.  It  makes  me  feel  almost  as  though  I knew  the  Carlisle  people; 
at  least  I find  myself  as  much  interested  in  their  various  trips  and 
grippes  as  if  they  were  personally  known  to  me.  Wishing  both  the  school 
and  the  HELPER  the  success  they  richly  merit,  etc." 


Enigma . 

This  enigma  is  composed  of  19  letters. 

My  3,  13,  5,  15  is  a natural  reflection. 

My  19,  1,  7,  4,  14  is  the  home  of  one  of  the  most  useful  plants. 

My  16,  9,  2,  11,  12  are  as  old  as  the  everlasting  hills. 

My  4,  14,  6,  18,  10  is  what  causes  much  misery  in  the  flesh. 

My  9,  16,  17,  8 is  an  apprehension  of  evil. 

My  whole  is  what  a Denver  subscriber  thinks  would  be  an  interesting 
sight  on  the  play  grounds  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A thaw. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Navajo  Silver"  

Date:  Thu,  28  3an  1999  19:15:14  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  Silversmith... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Navajo  Silver 

My  thoughts  like  raw  silver 
they  lay  jumbled  on  the  table... 

A silversmith  one  who  works  with  silver 
these  hands  work  this  silver 
it  is  I not  just  anyone 

My  fingers  have  known 
the  touch  of  white  metal 
Knowing  the  form  it  will  be 
all  made  of  silver 

I wonder  sometimes  were  this  piece  will  go 
how  far  and  wide  across  this  county 
my  work  has  travelled  but  it  is  always  mine 
I know  each  line,  turn  and  curve 
my  hands  made  it  so 

Silversmith 

I am  eternal  in  this  moment 

made  so  by  white  meal  and  a flicker  of  fire 

my  hands  made  marks  on  people  lives  I will  never  know 

I have  reached  out  and  touched  them  it  is  strange  this  feeling 

I dream  of  what  I will  make  tomorrow 

In  beauty  it  is  begun 

In  beauty  it  is  formed 

In  beauty  it  is  worked 


In  beauty  it  is  finished 
In  beauty  it  is  finished 
Let  it  be  so 

John  Rustywire  rez  thoughts  1999 

Surf  Usenet  at  home,  on  the  road,  and  by  email  --  always  at  Talkway. 
http://www.talkway.com 

"RE ; Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  28  lan  99  04:12:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  9-15 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

9 

Our  seasons  are  the  cycles  of  the  moon,  mahina,  and  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

10 

Ask  the  Gods  before  taking  from  the  land;  ask  not  to  take  from  Pele, 
for  what  is  hers  belongs  to  no  other. 

11 

To  a place  of  worship,  a heiau,  always  bring  a gift  of  stone. 

12 

The  wind  has  learned  the  secrets  of  the  ages. 

13 

Mano',  the  shark  god,  guides  me  to  a safe  harbor. 

14 

Abundant  are  the  fruits  of  this  land. 

15 

If  you  would  find  the  perfect  place  of  your  dreams,  moe'uhane, 

. . . look  within . 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  1 February  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  28  3an  1999  04:40:24  -0500 
From:  Marie  Samuel  <yachaywasi@igc . org> 

Sub j : EVENT 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

YACHAY  WASI  (The  House  of  Learning)  presents: 

AN  EVENING  OF  CULTURE  AND  INFORMATION 
ON  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  CONCERNS 

Friday,  February  5,  1999  at  6:30  pm  at  Baha'i  Center  in  Manhattan 
Following  the  1993  UN  International  Year  of  the  World's  Indigenous 
Peoples,  the  UN  General  Assembly  voted  a UN  INTERNATIONAL  DECADE  OF  THE 
WORLD'S  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  from  1995  thru  2004  to  continue  the  work  of 
the  International  Year. 


Involving  Indigenous  Peoples'  representatives  at  every  step,  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  in  Geneva  is  working  on  a Draft  Declaration  on  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  codifying  religions,  culture,  land 
treaties,  languages,  education,  health  and  other  fundamental  issues  of 
the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  world. 

A Permanent  Forum  giving  "permanent"  representation  to  Indigenous 
Peoples  at  the  United  Nations  is  also  on  the  agenda. 

These  are,  among  others,  the  topics  of  interest  which  will  be  presented 
at  the  Baha'i  Center  on  February  5,  1999  at  6:30  pm  in  Manhattan. 

Evening  will  feature  ELSA  STAMATOPOULOU,  Deputy  to  the  Director  of  the 
Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  on  Human  Rights  at  UN  Headquarters  in 
New  York  City  who  will  speak  on  "INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  RIGHTS  AND  THE 
UNITED  NATIONS". 

Ms.  Stamatopoulou,  a national  from  Greece,  has  been  at  the  forefront  of 
the  involvement  of  Indigenous  Peoples  at  the  UN,  particularly  during  the 
planning  and  the  development  of  the  International  Year  when  she  was 
instrumental  in  fulfilling  prophecies  by  ensuring  that  20  Indigenous 
spiritual  leaders  and  representatives  from  around  the  world  address  the 
General  Assembly  on  December  10,  1992  launching  of  the  Year. 

Luis  Delgado  Hurtado,  artist  and  native  of  the  Peruvian  Andes,  now 
residing  in  Cuzco,  Peru,  will  present  a slide  show  of  his  photographs 
taken  of  his  people  "PUEBLO  QUECHUA"  and  the  Andes.  Luis  Delgado 
Hurtado's  photographs  have  been  shown  during  the  past  years  in  various 
venues  in  USA  such  as  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  NYC, 

Conejo  Valley  Art  Museum  in  California  and  most  recently  at  Edison 
Community  College  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Delgado  H.  is  president  of  Yachay  Wasi,  a tax  exempt  nonprofit 
cultural  organization,  also  a Non-Governmental  Organization  (NGO) 
associated  with  the  United  Nations  Department  of  Public  Information 
(DPI),  based  in  NYC  and  in  Cuzco,  Peru.  Yachay  Wasi  is  a member  of  the 
NGO  Committee  on  the  UN  International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous 
Peoples 

Traveling  from  Canada  to  participate  in  the  event,  Dulio  Rivera-Gamarra, 
native  of  Peru,  will  elaborate  on  "Information  technology,  an  Indigenous 
project"  demonstrating  how  it  will  benefit  Indigenous  Peoples  in  the 
Americas  in  the  year  2000  and  beyond. 

Mr.  Rivera-Gamarra  is  a professor  in  Computer  Sciences  at  the  University 
of  Quebec  in  Montreal.  He  is  the  UN  Representative  for  CISA  (Consejo 
Indio  de  Sudamerica,  NGO/DPI),  an  organization  dedicated  to  promote 
human  rights. 

Spanish/English  translations  will  be  given  by  Deborah  Gonzalez,  Esq., 
founder  of  The  Business  and  Society  Alliance,  Inc.  (BASA)  who  will 
introduce  her  organization. 

Musical  interlude  will  be  provided  by  Roberto  Mucaro  Borrero, 
representative  of  the  United  Confederation  of  Taino  People,  who  will 
play  the  flute.  Mr.  Mucaro  Borrero  is  from  Puerto  Rico,  an  artist  and 
Vice-Chair  of  the  NGO  Committee  on  the  UN  International  Decade  of  the 
World's  Indigenous  Peoples. 

An  Andean  music  group  will  close  the  meeting. 

All  participants  are  donating  their  talents  as  proceeds  will  benefit 
a project  of  Yachay  Wasi  in  the  Andes:  "Centro  Cultural  Yachay  Wasi, 
runasimi"  in  the  village  of  Acopia. 

The  auditorium  is  donated  by  the  Baha'i  Community  of  New  York  City. 

Information  material  courtesy  of  the  UN  Department  of  Public  Information 
and  Yachay  Wasi. 

Refreshments  will  be  served. 

BAHA'I  CENTER  Auditorium  53  East  11th  Street  - Manhattan 
(between  University  PI  and  Broadway) 

Contribution:  $ 7.00 

(Proceeds  for  the  "Centro  Cultural  Yachay  Wasi,  runasimi"  in  Acopia, 

Peru) 

Marie  Samuel,  VP 

YACHAY  WASI  - NGO/DPI  - NYC  - Cuzco,  Peru 

Member  of  the  NGO  Committee  on  the  UN  International  Decade  of 


the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples 

708  West  192nd  St.  # 6B 

New  York,  NY  10040-2450  USA 

Tel:  212-567-6447 

La  Conquista  # 3,  Saphi 

Cuzco  PERU 

Tel:  51-84-252618 

e-mail:  yachaywasi@igc.org 

http: //mbr- history . neotown . com/YachayWasi 


Date:  Mon,  25  Ian  1999  22:54:59  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : FYI  - or  . . can  you  pass  along,  if  appropriate?  Thanks  from  Barb  L. 

7th  Annual  Midwinter  Festival 
February  13,  1999 
Gettysburg  College  Union  Ballroom 
Sponsored  by  the  Red  Creek  Dancers,  BSA  Troop  71  Biglerville  and 
Gettysburg  College 

Contact  Persons:  Don  Hockenberry  Phone  717-677-8026 

Lynn  Whitecloud  College  Phone  717-337-6307 
Master  of  Ceremonies  -Ted  Severe,  Baltimore  MD 

Head  Dancers  - Men  - Jimmy  Brant,  Mohawk  - Ellicott  City,  MD 

Ladies  - Mary  Ann  Griffis,  Onondaga  - Quarryville,  PA 
Arena  Directors  - Rusty  Sherrick  & Brant  Mackley 
Head  Drum  - Spring  Creek  - David  "Sunny"  Whitebuffalo  - 

Headsinger 

Closed  Guest  Drum  - Southern  Eagle  - Don  Orens  - Headsinger 

Stinking  Creek  - Pob  Patyk 

Head  Veteran  Dancers  -Dill  & Greg  Park,  Piedmont,  Ohio 
Doors  Open  to  public  at  11:00  AM 
Grand  Entries  at  12  noon  and  7 PM 
Traders  by  Invitation  only  - All  spaces  filled 
Admission  - $3.00  per  Adult 
$2.00  Senior  citizen 
$1.50  students  & Kids  under  12 
No  charge  to  Dancers  or  Singers,  but  you  must  reister 
Feast  for  singers,  dancers  and  vendors 
Stories  Kevin  Young,  Manyfaces.  Flute  Eric  Henry  & Frank  Littlebuffalo 
Motels  and  restaurant  within  walking  distance 
Public  Parking  in  College  Stadium  lot  West  of  the  Ballroom 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Permitted. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  PrttyShld/Little  Drum, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Martha  E.  Ture,  Robert  Eurich,  Vechet, 

Arthur  Miller/NorthWest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  Dean  BraveHeart, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  Irma  Muniz, 
Bruce  E.  Dohansen/Native  Americas,  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  Carolyn  Zavitz, 
Danet  Smith,  Larry  Innes,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
Dohnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Committee,  Valerie  Lovelace 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Feb  9 22:28:59  1999 
Date:  Tue,  9 Feb  1999  18:16:29  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.007 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Lakota  moon  of  popping  trees 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Big  Mountain,  EIRP,  Triballaw  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 
Native  Americas  Dournal/Akwe: kon  Press; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  have  heard  talk  and  talk,  but  nothing  is  done.  Good  words  do  not 
last  long  until  they  amount  to  something.  Words  do  not  pay  for  my 
dead  people.  They  do  not  pay  for  my  country,  now  over-run  by  white 
men.  They  do  not  protect  my  father's  grave.  They  do  not  pay  for  my 
horses  and  cattle.  Good  words  will  not  give  me  back  my  children.  Good 

words  will  not  make  good  the  promise  of  your  War  Chief,  General  Miles. 

Good  words  will  not  give  my  people  good  health  and  stop  the  from  dying. 

Good  words  will  not  get  my  people  a home  where  they  can  live  in  peace 

and  take  care  of  themselves." 

--  Chief  Doseph,  Nez  Perce 

"Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  St.  Croix  Tribal  Councils  hereby 
DEMANDS  cessation  of  the  wanton  killing  of  bison  and  requests  the 
cooperation  of  all  State  and  Federal  Agencies...." 

Resolution:  St.  Croix  Tribal  Council  of  Chippewa  Indians  of  Wisconsin 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
! of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  i 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  I 
t States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  | 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  ! 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

You  cannot  turn  around  in  Indian  Country  without  hearing  of  something 
divisive.  It  should  not  be  that  way  with  the  first  People  of  this  great 
Turtle  Island,  who  now  number  among  the  smaller  of  minorities.  It  should 
not  - but  it  is. 

All  those  divided  people,  the  full-bloods  vs  the  mixed-bloods,  card 
carrying  vs  unenrolled,  urban  vs  rez...  can't  be  brought  together  for 
more  than  a few  hours  at  a powwow  - sometimes.  Maybe  that's  true  and 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


maybe,  just  maybe,  it  is  not. 


As  this  editorial  is  being  written,  dozens  of  people  from  all  over  have 
joined  Lakota  elders  on  a walk  from  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  to  the 
Gardiner  gate  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  Montana  to  protest  the 
senseless  slaughter  of  Yellowstone  Buffalo  by  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock.  They  are  being  joined  by  walkers  from  Canada.  From  the  West 
Nez  Perce  elders  and  others  are  walking,  as  are  Dine'  from  the  south. 

From  the  four  directions  they  walk.  This  is  not  an  easy  walk  any  time, 
yet  they  do  it  in  a harsh  time  of  year  - together,  as  one. 

Hundreds  of  People  from  around  the  world,  and  especially  among  the  Native 
Peoples  of  North  America,  are  fasting  in  mass  for  wrongfully  imprisoned 
Lakota-Ojibway,  Leonard  Peltier.  They  make  this  sacrifice  for  one  man 
the  U.  S.  Government  very  much  wants  us  to  forget,  but  we  refuse  - together. 

It's  true,  we're  divided.  Our  hearts  are  one,  though,  and  that's  why 
we  refuse  to  let  the  invaders  have  their  answer  to  the  "Indian  Question". 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

This  just  arrived: 

Date:  Tue,  9 Feb  1999  15:53:08  -0600 

From:  Margaret  Raymond  <margray@gold .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Another  passing 

I am  saddened  to  report  that  William  Smith,  Keetoowah  Night  Hawk  leader, 
died  unexpectedly  last  week.  He  is  the  great  grandson  of  Redbird  (Smith) 
who  brought  our  sacred  fire  from  the  east  to  Oklahoma.  He  was  a "doctor" 
gifted  in  an  ability  to  bring  many  into  balance  of  body  and  spirit.  Funeral 
services  were  at  the  Stokes  Smith  stomp  grounds  near  Vian,  Oklahoma  on 
Saturday.  Wilma  said  "People  move  on  to  the  spirit  country,  others  step  up 
to  lead  and  while  it  will  never  be  the  same, the  ceremonies  will  continue". 
Margaret  Peake  Raymond 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30077,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Date:  Mon,  08  Feb  1999  01:43:57  -0700 


From:  Charles  Cambridge  <ccambrid@carbon . cudenver . edu> 

Subj : For  You  Info. . 

UUCP  email 

On  Saturday  morning,  February  6,  1999,  a few  moments  after,  I was 
informed  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Banyacya  of  Flopi.  Thomas  was  a long 
dear  personal  friend  and  from  the  1960's,  we  were  involved  at  every 
level  of  American  Indian  social  and  political  activity.  Fie  was  buried 
on  Sunday  according  to  the  Hopi  family  beliefs  that  internment  must 
occur  immediately  after  death. 

It  is  believed  that  Thomas  Banyacya  was  born  in  1909,  in  the  Hopi 
village  of  Moencopi.  For  many  of  his  generation,  the  exact  time  of 
birth  on  the  American  calendar,  is  usually  unknown.  From  his  mother, 
he  was  of  the  Fox,  Coyote,  and  Wolf  clans.  From  his  father,  he  was  of 
the  Corn  and  Water  clans. 

At  the  onset  of  World  War  II,  Thomas,  along  with  other  Hopi,  refused 
induction  in  the  U.S.  military  for  Hopi  religious  reasons.  He  was 
jailed  for  seven  years  and  was  imprisoned  in  Alcatraz  in  California. 
Alcatraz,  since  1868,  had  always  served  as  a prison  for  American  Indian 
leaders.  When  we  talked  about  his  Alcatraz  days,  Thomas  said  Alcatraz 
was  really  interesting  because  it  was  like  a vacation.  The  white  people 
would  give  them  "food  three  times  a day"  and  they  were  "allowed  to  play 
basketball  every  day." 

Upon  his  release,  Thomas  became  a foundation  for  culture,  religion  and 
the  Hopi  traditional  ways  of  life.  He  fought  and  won  for  the  Hopi  a 
blanket  conscientious  objector  status  from  military  service.  His  fight 
began  for  this  status  when  he  communicated  with  the  President 
Eisenhower's  administration. 

In  1948,  Thomas  Banyacya  was  appointed  an  interpreter  for  several 
traditional  Hopi  elders.  Of  these  elders,  Thomas  was  the  last.  It  was 
a decision  of  these  elders  to  make  public  certain  oral  teachings  to  the 
world  at  large.  This  teaching  became  known  as  the  Hopi  Prophesy.  This 
Prophesy  became  a message  of  peace  to  the  people  of  the  world. 

Thomas  traveled  the  world  spreading  the  Hopi  message  of  peace,  and  in  so 
doing,  he  created  the  first  American  Indian  passport.  His  Hopi  passport 
was  descriptive  with  corn  pollen  and  an  eagle  feather.  Thomas'  passport 
was  recognized  by  countries  worldwide.  Others  followed  his  example  of 
making  their  own  Indian  passport.  He  traveled  and  lectured  for  decades 
to  the  international  audience  concerning  the  Hopi  Prophesy.  For  his 
efforts,  he  received  many  awards  and  eventually  was  bestowed  an  honorary 
Doctoral  Degree  by  Antioch.  It  was  a great  graduation  ceremony  in  which 
the  entire  audience  gave  Thomas  a standing  ovation. 

Besides  his  international  work,  he  helped  and  supported  many  religious 
and  political  efforts  of  the  indigenous  people  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  He  was  apart  of  many  Indian  organizations  and  served  on 
several  Boards.  As  an  example,  he  was  a member  of  the  Native  American 
Rights  Fund  advisory  board. 

Thomas  Banyacya  worked  to  try  to  get  the  Navaho  and  Hopi  people  to 
negotiate  their  land  dispute  without  interference  from  the  United 
States.  He  firmly  believed  that  the  tribes  would  reach  an  agreement 
that  would  reflect  the  concerns  of  the  elders  of  both  tribes. 

Thomas  firmly  believed  that  he  was  a member  of  a sovereign  Hopi  nation 
in  which  the  United  States  government  had  no  control.  He  refused  to 
vote  in  Hopi  tribal  elections  believing  that  to  do  so  would  recognize 
the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

As  a traditional  Hopi,  Thomas  firmly  believed  in  the  sacredness  of  the 
land  and  its  protection.  He  was  a simple  man  living  a simple  life 
maintaining  his  beliefs  in  a growing  complex  world.  He  did  not  believe 
in  political  power  and  material  wealth.  His  message  was  simple:  there 
are  dangers  that  are  upsetting  the  world;  and  the  spiritual  harmony  is 
in  danger.  This  will  then  create  an  ecological  imbalance  that  will 
cause  the  destruction  of  the  world.  Thomas  fought  against  this 
destruction . 

In  his  last  trip  to  Japan,  he  fell  from  a street  curb.  This  started  a 


decline  in  his  health,  and  for  the  past  several  months,  he  was  not  able 
to  travel.  Until  his  death,  his  mind  was  strong  and  alert.  In  our  last 
visit,  he  was  concerned  with  the  lack  of  rain  upon  the  Hopi  desert  and 
with  the  recent  news  that  he  just  read  in  the  newspaper. 

With  his  passing,  there  is  certainly  a disruption  in  the  harmony  of  the 
universe . 

Please  mail  any  letters  and  donations  to  his  wife,  Fermina  Banyacya  at 
P.0.  Box  112,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039. 

With  kind  regards, 

Charles  Cambridge,  Ph.D. 
ccambrid@carbon . cudenver . edu 

http: //carbon . cudenver . edu/~ccamb rid/ index. html 

"RE : Hopi  Chief  Dan  Evehema's  Message  to  Mankind"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Feb  1999  22:17:56  -0600  (CST) 

From:  IRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Hopi  Chief  Dan  Evehema's  Msg.  to  Mankind  (fwd) 

The  following  is  from  Techqua  Ikachi  at 

http: //www. hinduismtoday . kauai . hi . us : 80/a shram/Re source s/Hop i/ 
dan ' s_message.html 

Chief  Dan  Evehema's  Message  to  Mankind 

I am  very  glad  to  have  this  time  to  send  a message  to  you.  We  are 
celebrating  a time  in  our  history  which  is  both  filled  with  joy  and 
sadness.  I am  very  glad  that  our  Hindu  brothers  have  given  us  this 
opportunity  to  share  these  feelings  with  you  because  we  know  many  of  you 
are  having  the  same  troubles. 

We  Hopi  believe  that  the  human  race  has  passed  through  three  different 
worlds  and  life  ways  since  the  beginning.  At  the  end  of  each  prior  world, 
human  life  has  been  purified  or  punished  by  the  Great  Spirit  "Massauu" 
due  mainly  to  corruption,  greed  and  turning  away  from  the  Great  Spirit's 
teachings.  The  last  great  destruction  was  the  flood  which  destroyed  all 
but  a few  faithful  ones  who  asked  and  received  a permission  from  the  Great 
Spirit  to  live  with  Him  in  this  new  land.  The  Great  Spirit  said,  "It  is  up 
to  you,  if  you  are  willing  to  live  my  poor,  humble  and  simple  life  way. 

It  is  hard  but  if  you  agree  to  live  according  to  my  teachings  and 
instructions,  if  you  never  lose  faith  in  the  life  I shall  give  you,  you 
may  come  and  live  with  me."  The  Hopi  and  all  who  were  saved  from  the  great 
flood  made  a sacred  covenant  with  the  Great  Spirit  at  that  time.  We  Hopi 
made  an  oath  that  we  will  never  turn  away  from  Him.  For  us  the  Creators 
laws  never  change  or  break  down. 

To  the  Hopi  the  Great  Spirit  is  all  powerful.  He  appeared  to  the  first 
people  as  a man  and  talked  with  them  in  the  beginning  of  this  creation 
world.  He  taught  us  how  to  live,  to  worship,  where  to  go  and  what  food  to 
carry,  gave  us  seeds  to  plant  and  harvest.  He  gave  us  a set  of  sacred 
stone  tablets  into  which  He  breathed  all  teachings  in  order  to  safeguard 
his  land  and  life.  In  these  stone  tablets  were  made,  instructions  and 
prophecies  and  warnings.  This  was  done  with  the  help  of  a Spider  woman  and 
Her  two  grandsons.  They  were  wise  and  powerful  helpers  of  the  Great 
Spirit . 

Before  the  Great  Spirit  went  into  hiding.  He  and  Spider  woman  put  before 
the  leaders  of  the  different  groups  of  people  many  colors  and  sized  of 
corn  for  them  to  choose  their  food  in  this  world.  The  Hopi  was  the  last  to 
pick  and  then  choose  their  food  in  this  world.  The  Hopi  then  choose  the 
smallest  ear  of  corn.  Then  Massauu  said,  "You  have  shown  me  you  are  wise 
and  humble  for  this  reason  you  will  be  called  Hopi  (people  of  peace)  and  I 
will  place  in  your  authority  all  land  and  life  to  guard,  protect  and  hold 
trust  for  Me  until  I return  to  you  in  later  days  for  I am  the  First  and 
the  Last." 

This  why  when  a Hopi  is  ordained  into  the  higher  religious  order,  the 
earth  and  all  living  things  are  placed  upon  his  hands.  He  becomes  a parent 
to  all  life  on  earth.  He  is  entitled  to  advise  and  correct  his  children  in 


whatever  peaceful  way  he  can.  So  we  can  never  give  up  knowing  that  our 
message  of  peace  will  reach  our  children.  Then  it  is  together  with  the 
other  spiritual  leaders  the  destiny  of  our  future  children  is  placed.  We 
are  instructed  to  hold  this  world  in  balance  within  the  land  and  the  many 
universes  with  special  prayers  and  ritual  which  continue  to  this  day. 

It  was  to  the  Spider  woman's  two  grandsons  the  sacred  stone  tablets  were 
given.  These  two  brothers  were  then  instructed  to  carry  them  to  a place 
the  Great  Spirit  had  instructed  them.  The  older  brother  was  to  go 
immediately  to  the  east,  to  the  rising  sun  and  upon  reaching  his 
destination  was  instructed  to  immediately  start  to  look  for  his  younger 
brother  who  shall  remain  in  the  land  of  the  Great  Spirit.  The  Older 
brothers  mission  when  he  returned  was  to  help  his  younger  brother  (Hopi) 
bring  about  peace,  brotherhood  and  everlasting  life  on  his  return. 

Hopi,  the  younger  brother,  was  instructed  to  cover  all  land  and  mark  it 
well  with  footprints  and  sacred  markings  to  claim  this  land  for  the 
Creator  and  peace  on  earth.  We  established  our  ceremonials  and  sacred 
shrines  to  hold  this  world  in  balance  in  accordance  with  our  first  promise 
to  the  Creator.  This  is  how  our  migration  story  goes,  until  we  meet  the 
Creator  at  Old  Oribe  (place  that  solidifies)  over  1000  years  ago.  It  was 
at  that  meeting  when  he  gave  to  us  these  prophecies  to  give  to  you  now  at 
this  closing  of  the  Fourth  World  of  destruction  and  the  beginning  of  the 
Fifth  World  of  peace.  He  gave  us  many  prophecies  to  pass  on  to  you  and  all 
have  come  to  pass.  This  is  how  we  know  the  timing  is  now  to  reveal  the 
last  warnings  and  instructions  to  mankind. 

We  were  told  to  settle  permanently  here  in  Hopi  land  where  we  met  the 
Great  Spirit  and  wait  for  Older  Brother  who  went  east  to  return  to  us. 

When  he  returns  to  this  land  he  will  place  his  stone  tablets  side  by  side 
to  show  all  the  world  that  they  are  our  true  brothers.  When  the  road  in 
the  sky  has  been  fulfilled  and  when  the  inventing  of  something,  in  Hopi 
means,  gourd  of  ashes,  a gourd  that  when  drops  upon  the  earth  will  boil 
everything  within  a large  space  and  nothing  will  grow  for  a very  long 
time.  When  the  leaders  turned  to  evil  ways  instead  of  the  Great  Spirit  we 
were  told  there  would  be  many  ways  this  life  may  be  destroyed.  If  human 
kind  does  not  heed  our  prophecy  and  return  to  ones  original  spiritual 
instructions.  We  were  told  of  three  helpers  who  were  commissioned  by  the 
Great  Spirit  to  help  Hopi  bring  about  the  peaceful  life  on  earth  would 
appear  to  help  us  and  we  should  not  change  our  homes,  our  ceremonials,  our 
hair,  because  the  true  helpers  might  not  recognize  us  as  the  true  Hopi.  So 
we  have  been  waiting  all  these  years. 

It  is  known  that  our  True  White  Brother,  when  he  comes,  will  be  all 
powerful  and  will  wear  a red  cap  or  red  cloak.  He  will  be  large  in 
population,  belong  to  no  religion  but  his  very  own.  He  will  bring  with  him 
the  sacred  stone  tablets.  With  him  there  will  be  two  great  ones  both  very 
wise  and  powerful.  One  will  have  a symbol  or  sign  of  swastika  which 
represents  purity  and  is  Female,  a producer  of  life.  The  third  one  or  the 
second  one  of  the  two  helpers  to  our  True  White  Brother  will  have  a sign 
of  a symbol  of  the  sun.  He,  too,  will  be  many  people  and  very  wise  and 
powerful.  We  have  in  our  sacred  Kachina  ceremonies  a gourd  rattle  which  is 
still  in  use  today  with  these  symbols  of  these  powerful  helpers  of  our 
True  Brother. 

It  is  also  prophesied  that  if  these  three  fail  to  fulfill  their  mission 
then  the  one  from  the  west  will  come  like  a big  storm.  He  will  be  many,  in 
numbers  and  unmerciful.  When  he  comes  he  will  cover  the  land  like  the  red 
ants  and  over  take  this  land  in  one  day.  If  the  three  helpers  chosen  by 
the  Creator  fulfill  their  sacred  mission  and  even  if  there  are  only  one, 
two  or  three  of  the  true  Hopi  remaining  holding  fast  to  the  last  ancient 
teaching  and  instructions  the  Great  Spirit,  Massauu  will  appear  before  all 
and  our  would  will  be  saved.  The  three  will  lay  our  a new  life  plan  which 
leads  to  everlasting  life  and  peace.  The  earth  will  become  new  as  it  was 
from  the  beginning.  Flowers  will  bloom  again,  wild  games  will  return  to 
barren  lands  and  there  will  be  abundance  of  food  for  all.  Those  who  are 
saved  will  share  everything  equally  and  they  all  will  recognize  Great 
Spirit  and  speak  one  language. 

We  are  now  faced  with  great  problems,  not  only  here  but  throughout  the 
land.  Ancient  cultures  are  being  annihilated.  Our  people's  lands  are 


being  taken  from  them,  leaving  them  no  place  to  call  their  own.  Why  is 
this  happening?  It  is  happening  because  many  have  given  up  or  manipulated 
their  original  spiritual  teachings.  The  way  of  life  which  the  Great  Spirit 
has  given  to  all  its  people  of  the  world,  whatever  your  original 
instructions  are  not  being  honored.  It  is  because  of  this  great 
sickness-called  greed,  which  infects  every  land  and  country  that  simple 
people  are  losing  what  they  have  kept  for  thousands  of  years.  Now  we  are 
at  the  very  end  of  our  trail.  Many  people  no  longer  recognize  the  true 
path  of  the  Great  Spirit.  They  have,  in  fact,  no  respect  for  the  Great 
Spirit  or  for  our  precious  Mother  Earth,  who  gives  us  all  life. 

We  are  instructed  in  our  ancient  prophecy  that  this  would  occur.  We  were 
told  that  someone  would  try  to  go  up  to  the  moon:  that  they  would  bring 
something  back  from  the  moon;  and  that  after  that,  nature  would  show  signs 
of  losing  its  balance.  Now  we  see  that  coming  about.  All  over  the  world 
there  are  now  many  signs  that  nature  is  no  longer  in  balance.  Floods, 
drought,  earthquakes,  and  great  storms  are  occurring  and  causing  much 
suffering.  We  do  not  want  this  to  occur  in  our  country  and  we  pray  to  the 
Great  Spirit  to  save  us  from  such  things.  But  there  are  now  signs  that 
this  very  same  thing  might  happen  very  soon  on  our  own  land. 

Now  we  must  look  upon  each  other  as  brothers  and  sisters.  There  is  no  more 
time  for  divisions  between  people.  Today  I call  upon  all  of  us,  from  right 
here  at  home,  Hotevilla,  where  we  to  are  guilty  of  gossiping  and  causing 
divisions  even  among  our  own  families;  out  to  the  entire  world  where 
thievery,  war  and  lying  goes  on  every  day.  These  divisions  will  not  be  our 
salvation.  Wars  only  bring  more  wars  never  peace.  Only  by  joining  together 
in  a Spiritual  Peace  with  love  in  our  hearts  for  one  another,  love  in  our 
hearts  for  the  Great  Spirit  and  Mother  Earth,  shall  we  be  saved  from  the 
terrible  Purification  Day  which  is  just  ahead. 

There  are  many  of  you  in  this  world  who  are  honest  people.  We  know  you 
spiritually  for  we  are  the  "Men's  Society  Grandfathers"  who  have  been 
charged  to  pray  for  you  and  all  life  on  earth  never  forgetting  anything  or 
any  one  in  our  ceremonials.  Our  prayer  is  to  have  a good  happy  life, 
plenty  of  soft  gentle  rain  for  abundant  crops.  We  pray  for  balance  on 
earth  to  live  in  peace  and  leave  a beautiful  world  to  the  children  yet  to 
come.  We  know  you  have  good  hearts  but  good  hearts  are  not  enough  to  help 
us  out  with  these  great  problems.  In  the  past  some  of  you  have  tried  to 
help  us  Hopis,  and  we  will  always  be  thankful  for  you  efforts.  But  now  we 
need  your  help  in  the  worst  way.  We  want  the  people  of  the  world  to  know 
the  truth  of  our  situation. 

This  land  which  people  call  the  Land  of  the  Freedom  celebrates  many  days 
reminding  people  of  the  world  of  these  things.  Yet  in  well  over  200  years 
the  original  Americans  have  not  seen  a free  day.  We  are  suffering  the 
final  insult.  Our  people  are  now  losing  the  one  thing  which  give  life  and 
meaning  of  life--our  ceremonial  land,  which  is  being  taken  away  from  us. 
Hotevilla  is  the  last  holy  consecrated,  undisturbed  traditional  Native 
American  sacred  shrine  to  the  Creator.  As  the  prophecy  says,  this  sacred 
shrine  must  keep  its  spiritual  pathways  open.  This  village  is  the 
spiritual  vortex  for  the  Hopi  to  guide  the  many  awakening  Native  Americans 
and  other  true  hearts  home  to  their  own  unique  culture.  Hotevilla  was 
established  by  the  last  remaining  spiritual  elders  to  maintain  peace  and 
balance  on  this  continent  from  the  tip  of  South  America  up  to  Alaska.  Many 
of  our  friends  say  Hotevilla  is  a sacred  shrine,  a national  and  world 
treasure  and  must  be  preserved.  We  need  your  help. 

Where  is  the  freedom  which  you  all  fight  for  and  sacrifice  your  children 
for?  Is  it  only  the  Indian  people  who  have  lost  or  are  all  Americans 
losing  the  very  thing  which  you  original  came  here  to  find?  We  don't  share 
the  freedom  of  the  press  because  what  gets  into  the  papers  is  what  the 
government  wants  people  to  believe,  not  what  is  really  happening.  We  have 
no  freedom  of  speech,  because  we  are  persecuted  by  our  own  people  for 
speaking  our  beliefs. 

We  are  at  the  final  stages  now  and  there  is  a last  force  that  is  about  to 
take  away  our  remaining  homeland.  We  are  still  being  denied  many  things 
including  the  rite  to  be  Hopis  and  to  make  our  living  in  accordance  with 
our  religious  teachings.  The  Hopi  leaders  have  warned  leaders  in  the  White 
House  and  the  leaders  in  the  Glass  House  but  they  do  not  listen.  So  as  our 


prophecy  says  then  it  must  be  up  to  the  people  with  good  pure  hearts  that 
will  not  be  afraid  to  help  us  to  fulfill  our  destiny  in  peace  for  this 
world.  We  now  stand  at  a cross  road  whether  to  lead  ourselves  in 
everlasting  life  or  total  destruction.  We  believe  that  human  beings 
spiritual  power  through  prayer  is  so  strong  it  decides  life  on  earth. 

So  many  people  have  come  to  Hopiland  to  meet  with  us.  Some  of  you  we  have 
met  on  your  lands.  Many  times  people  have  asked  how  they  can  help  us.  Now 
I hope  and  pray  that  your  help  will  come.  If  you  have  a way  to  spread  the 
truth,  through  the  newspapers,  radio,  books,  thought  meeting  with  powerful 
people,  tell  the  truth!  Tell  them  what  you  know  to  be  true.  Tell  them  what 
you  have  seen  here;  what  you  have  heard  us  say;  what  you  have  seen  with 
your  own  eyes.  In  this  way,  if  we  do  fall,  let  it  be  said  that  we  tried, 
right  up  to  the  end,  to  hold  fast  to  the  path  of  peace  as  we  were 
originally  instructed  to  do  by  the  Great  Spirit.  Should  you  really 
succeed,  we  will  all  realize  our  mistakes  of  the  past  and  return  to  the 
true  path-living  in  harmony  as  brothers  and  sisters,  sharing  our  mother, 
the  earth  with  all  other  living  creatures.  In  this  way  we  could  bring 
about  a new  world.  A world  which  would  be  led  by  the  great  Spirit  and  our 
mother  will  provide  plenty  and  happiness  for  all. 

God  bless  you,  each  one  of  you  and  know  our  prayers  for  peace  meet  yours 
as  the  sun  rises  and  sets.  May  the  Great  Spirit  guide  you  safely  into  the 
path  of  love,  peace  freedom  and  God  on  this  Earth  Mother.  May  the  holy 
ancestors  of  love  and  light  keep  you  safe  in  your  land  and  homes.  Pray  for 
God  to  give  you  something  important  to  do  in  this  great  work  which  lies 
ahead  of  us  all  to  bring  peace  on  earth.  We  the  Hopi  still  hold  the  sacred 
stone  tablets  and  now  await  the  coming  of  our  True  White  Brother  and 
others  seriously  ready  to  work  for  the  Creator's  peace  on  earth. 

Be  well,  my  children,  and  think  good  thoughts  of  peace  and  togetherness. 

Peace  for  all  life  on  earth  and  peace  with  one  another  in  our  homes, 
families  and  countries.  We  are  not  so  different  in  the  Creator's  eyes. 

The  same  great  Father  Sun  shines  his  love  on  each  of  us  daily  just  as 
Mother  Earth  prepares  the  sustenance  for  our  table,  do  they  not?  We  are  one 
after  all. 

Chief  Dan  Evehema,  (105)  Spiritual  leader.  Eldest  Elder  Greeswood  / 
Roadrunner  Clan  Society  Father  / Snake  Priest  / Kachina  Father. 

>From  Flotevilla,  Arizona,  Flopi  Sovereign  Nation. 

"RE : Impoundments  at  Big  Mountain"  

Date:  Fri,  05  Feb  1999  23:37:56  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Impoundments  at  Big  Mountain 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  received  from  Andy  Bessler: 

Date:  Fri,  05  Feb  1999  17:14:48  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Andrew  Vernon  Bessler  <avb@dana . ucc . nau . edu> 

Usually,  I try  to  avoid  the  "sky  is  falling"  approach  Marsha  uses,  but  in 
this  case,  I think  it  best  to  act  on  real  threats  stated  publicly  from 
the  BIA. 

As  a supporter  since  1991,  I feel  that  supporters  have  the  power  to  do 
just  as  much  harm  as  good  when  it  comes  to  helping  with  all  Indigenous 
struggles,  the  Dine'  at  Big  Mountain  have  seen  their  fair  share  of  both 
actions  from  supporters.  So  while  I am  on  my  little  soap  box,  I would  warn 
all  supporters  to  know  the  facts  and  think  how  their  actions  will  help  or 
hinder  the  lives  of  very  special  people  up  on  the  land. 

After  talking  to  different  people,  this  is  my  suggestion  on  what  you  can 
do.  IF  YOU  GET  THIS  EMAIL,  (AND  YOU  ARE  NOT  A FED)  PICK  UP  THE  PHONE  AND 
MAKE  THREE  SIMPLE  PHONE  CALLS.  THESE  ARE  THE  PEOPLE  ENACTING  THE 
IMPOUNDMENTS  AND  THEY  ARE  "INTERPRETING  THE  LAW"  TO  3USTIFY  THIS  IN3USTICE . 
Call: 

Robert  Carotin,  BIA  Phoenix 


602-379-4511 

Wanye  Nordwall,  BIA,  Phoenix 
602-379-6605 

Fred  Chavez,  BIA,  Kearns  Canyon 

If  these  three  men  get  phone  calls  from  all  over  the  country  asking 
questions  like: 

"Are  you  really  impounding  livestock  from  Elderly  people?" 

"What  moral  justification  can  you  give  for  impacting  the  lives  of  these 
people? 

"Why  don't  you  impound  the  livestock  of  White  ranchers  if  the  U.S 
government  is  so  concerned  about  "conserving  the  land." 

Let  them  know  how  you  feel.  Use  the  ol'  "tax  payer"  routine  in  which  you 
let  them  know  that,  as  a taxpayer,  you  object  to  this  action  and  demand 
whatever  you  wish.... 

stop  reading  emails  and  do  this.  These  guys  are  sending  the  trailers  out 
to  Big  Mountain  around  FEB  15th.  They  mean  business  this  time.  A direct 
quote  from  Fred  Chavez  states, 

"BIA  impoundment  trailers  are  now  moving  up  to  HPL  to  confiscate  all 
illegal  Dine'  livestock."  This  is  from  the  horse's  mouth. 

If  you  can  come  out  and  document  possible  human  rights  violations,  come 
prepared  for  intense  situations.  I have  always  felt  that  this  whole  "land 
dispute"  was  caused  by  white  people.  Let's  not  add  fuel  to  an  already  hot 
fire.  Let's  stand  by  some  folks  who  need  help.  Calling  these  BIA  officials 
will  help  put  public  pressure  on  the  BIA. 

Stand  strong  and  keep  following  your  moral  compass.  The  federal  laws  that 

push  these  actions  are  not  moral  to  me.  Those  are  higher  laws 

andy  bessler 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Kelsey  Begaye  Takes  Reins  of  Largest  U.S.  Tribe"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Ian  1999  15:48:27  GMT 
From:  lotanna@my-dejanews.com 

Sub j : Kelsey  Begaye  takes  reins  of  largest  U.S.  tribe 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  @ <http://www.azcentral.com/news/0112begaye.shtml> 

Top  Navajo  champions  hope 
<Picture:  Photo  of  Kelsey  Begaye> 

Paul  Natonabah/Special  for  The  Arizona  Republic 

Today,  Kelsey  Begaye,  48,  will  be  sworn  in  as  president  of  the  Navajo  Nation, 
becoming  the  leader  of  the  largest  tribe  in  America.  He  is  a former  speaker 
of  the  Navajo  Council. 


By  Betty  Reid  and  Bill  Donovan 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Ian . 12,  1999 

KAIBITO  - In  1975,  Kelsey  Begaye  was  drowning  in  "dark  waters"  - the  Navajo 
phrase  for  being  swamped  in  the  evils  of  alcoholism. 

Fresh  from  the  jungles  of  Vietnam,  the  former  soldier  was  living  on  the 
streets  of  Los  Angeles,  a world  away  from  his  home  in  this  remote  community 
on  the  Navajo  Indian  Reservation. 


Like  many  Navajos,  he'd  fallen  prey  to  the  lure  of  alcohol.  And  like  many 
American  soldiers,  he  used  it  to  help  him  cope  with  Vietnam. 

"You  had  to  be  crazy  to  go  out  into  the  jungle  sober,"  Begaye  said. 

With  each  drink,  during  the  war  and  after,  memories  of  Kaibito  slipped 
away.  But  Begaye' s destiny  was  not  to  end  in  the  alleys  beneath  the  looming 
skyscrapers  of  urban  America. 

Today,  sober  for  more  than  two  decades,  Begaye,  48,  will  be  sworn  in  as 
president  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  becoming  caretaker  of  the  largest  tribe  in 
America . 

After  escaping  from  the  trap  of  alcohol  and  drugs  himself,  Begaye  gave 
others  hope  by  counseling  them  about  the  dangers  of  addiction.  Now  he 
intends  to  give  tribal  members  hope  through  a style  of  leadership  that 
emphasizes  family  values. 

Educated  in  public  and  federal  reservation  schools,  Begaye  aspired  to  be 
an  evangelist,  not  a politician.  Friends  say  one  of  his  favorite  hobbies  is 
strumming  an  electric  guitar  and  belting  out  songs  ranging  from  Christian 
to  blues  to  country  music. 

To  some,  his  personality  doesn't  seem  very  presidential. 

"Many  people  out  there  still  don't  believe  I am  president,"  said  Begaye, 
former  speaker  of  the  Navajo  Council. 

But  Begaye  says  he  intends  to  draw  on  his  background  growing  up  here  to 
do  an  effective  job. 

Kaibito,  named  after  the  willows  that  once  flourished  in  a giant  wash, 
gave  Begaye  the  comforts  of  family  and  the  beauty  of  nature,  minus  basics 
like  running  water  and  electricity. 

lobs  were  rare.  Kaibito  was  no  different  from  other  Navajo  communities 
whose  youngsters  must  migrate  to  nearby  border  towns  or  larger  cities  to 
find  work. 

For  Kaibito  residents,  that  usually  meant  Page,  Flagstaff,  Phoenix  or  Salt 
Lake  City. 

One  thing  Kaibito  had  in  common  with  larger  places  was  the  problem  of 
alcohol.  Alcohol  had  taken  a toll,  not  on  just  the  Kaibito  community,  but 
the  tribe  in  general.  Alcohol  ranks  as  the  No.  1 cause  of  death  on  the 
Navajo  reservation,  according  to  Navajo  Area  Indian  Flealth  Services. 

Page,  which  is  nestled  on  an  upsweep  of  sandstone  just  east  of  the  Glen 
Canyon  Dam,  has  had  a history  of  scrimmages  with  inebriated  tribal  members. 

That's  where  Begaye  turned  his  life  around  and  started  helping  others  do 
the  same. 

Willie  Grayeyes,  residential  director  of  Rainbow  Bridge  Residential 
Treatment  Center  in  Page,  has  heard  Begaye  describe  his  ordeal  with  alcohol. 
Grayeyes  is  director  of  what  once  was  called  the  Local  Alcohol  Reception 
Center,  which  Begaye  previously  headed. 

"I  guess  after  he  came  out  of  the  Army,  Kelsey  returned  here,  and  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  the  water  holes  in  Page,"  Grayeyes  said. 

"Fie  ended  up  at  LARC,  and  through  that  connection,  he  was  counseled  by  an 
individual  who  changed  his  life.  Begaye  became  a counselor  himself." 

That  was  1976.  Begaye  sobered  up  with  the  help  of  the  12-step  program  and 
found  God  in  a Pentecostal  Church.  But  he  said  his  Christian  faith  does  not 
erase  who  he  is. 

"I'm  Navajo  first,  Christian  second." 

And,  following  Navajo  tradition,  he  identifies  himself  through  his 
maternal  clan  - todichiinii,  or  "bitter  water"  - and  his  paternal  clan, 
tabaha,  "edgewater." 

lames  Bilagody,  a Tuba  City  leader  who  is  Begaye' s friend,  met  the  tribal 
leader  in  the  1980s  when  Begaye  was  head  of  the  western  portion  of  the 
tribe's  behavioral  health  services. 

Bilagody,  now  on  the  Navajo  Council,  believes  that  Begaye  relates  well  with 
tribal  members. 

"I  think  (Kelsey)  is  very  dependable,"  Bilagody  said.  "Fie  has  an 
administrative  experience  background.  Fie  is  in  tune  with  the  everyday 
problems  of  Navajo  people  - meaning  a lot  of  inconsistencies  that  are  part  of 
the  nation." 

On  the  night  of  his  victory,  Begaye  told  supporters  he  would  investigate 
the  tribe's  scholarship  program  because  many  people  complained  about  it 
while  he  was  campaigning.  Fie  also  encourages  more  Navajo  youth  to  join 


tribal  government. 

If  Begaye  is  to  be  successful,  some  Navajos  say,  he  will  do  it  on  the 
strength  of  character  rather  than  charisma.  He's  not  known  for  displaying 
the  presence  or  passion  of  gifted  English-  and  Navajo-language  orators  such 
as  past  tribal  leaders  Peter  MacDonald  and  Albert  Hale. 

That's  fine,  said  former  tribal  President  Peterson  Zah.  Zah  said  the 
voters  were  not  seeking  charisma  so  much  as  a stable,  older  and  committed 
leader. 

He  is  not  the  flashy,  shoot-from-the-hip  type  person,"  Zah  said.  "He  is 
very  deliberate  and  thinks  about  what  he  is  doing." 

Wanda  MacDonald,  wife  of  Peter  MacDonald,  said  Begaye  is  dependable  and 
believes  in  family  values.  Peter  MacDonald  is  the  former  tribal  president 
serving  a prison  term  for  inciting  a riot  at  Window  Rock  following  his 
removal  from  office  for  conspiracy  and  taking  bribes. 

"Begaye  was  more  of  a workhorse  than  a racehorse,"  she  said.  "A  racehorse 
may  look  good,  but  it  is  the  workhorse  that  will  accomplish  the  most." 

In  Kaibito,  the  people  say  Begaye  is  compassionate  and  generous. 

Etta  Jackson,  33,  worried  that  Begaye  might  fall  victim  to  brutal  politics 
in  Window  Rock,  a five-hour  drive  away. 

"We  hope  people  don't  buck  him,"  lackson  said.  "I  hope  people  treat  him 
well  in  Window  Rock.  We  worry  about  Kelsey,  and  we  say  a lot  of  prayers 
for  him." 

Betty  Reid  can  be  reached  at  betty.reid@pni.com  via  e-mail  or  at 
1-602-271-8885. 

- "RE:  New  Lands/Home  of  Broken  Dreams" 

Date:  Mon,  25  Ian  1999  07:51:17  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : New  Lands,  "home  of  broken  dreams" 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  was  taken  from: 

http://www.cia-g.com/~gallpind/NEWLANDS.html 

It  is  reproduced  here  for  those  without  web  access.  All  others  should  go 
directly  to  the  above  URL. 

Welcome  to  New  Lands,  "home  of  broken  dreams"  : 

New  Lands  residents  find  buildings,  promises  both 
empty 

By  Malcolm  Brenner 
Staff  Writer 

SANDERS,  Ariz.  _ In  Navajo,  the  name  Nahata  Dziil  means  "strong  planning." 

But  to  the  residents  of  Nahata  Dziil  Chapter,  also  known  as  the  New  Lands, 
a more  appropriate  name  might  be  "Adee  Hadee  Sdzii  Sits'il"  _ "I  broke  my 
promise  to  you." 

Since  relocation  began  in  the  mid-1980s,  over  1,000  Navajo  have  moved  to 
this  sprawling  chapter  southwest  of  Sanders.  To  entice  them  from  lands 
given  to  the  Hopis,  those  relocated  were  promised  homes,  jobs,  education, 
social  services,  grazing  land,  healthcare  and  law  enforcement. 

Now,  the  factory  that  once  offered  jobs  is  padlocked.  The  Indian  Health 
Service  clinic  is  closed  for  lack  of  money  and  the  police  station  stands 
empty,  unless  an  officer  from  Window  Rock,  answering  another  call,  stops  by 
to  fill  out  paperwork. 

The  only  things  they  have  enough  of,  Nahata  Dziil  residents  said  Wednesday, 
were  crime,  alcohol  and  despair.  And  they  have  too  much  of  those.  "Nobody 
comes  out  here  to  ask  us  how  we  are  doing,"  said  Jennifer  Yazzie,  who  moved 
from  Low  Mountain,  Ariz.,  eight  years  ago.  "The  elderlies  out  here  have 
their  lights  shut  off,  they  have  no  propane,  where  do  they  turn  to?  They 
die  of  loneliness.  What's  going  to  happen  to  us?  We're  merely  statistics  to 
the  government." 

Yazzie  spoke  at  a public  forum  in  the  Apache  County  Meeting  Room  at  the 
Probation  Office  in  Sanders.  She  was  one  of  about  two  dozen  New  Lands 


residents  and  neighbors  who  turned  out  for  what  Martin  D.  O'Malley,  a 
probation  officer  and  treatment  coordinator,  called  "a  community  therapy 
session . " 

O'Malley  said  he  authorized  use  of  the  meeting  room  and  facilitated  the 
meeting  at  the  request  of  the  relocatees.  As  part  of  his  job,  he  encounters 
New  Lands  residents  frequently.  "There  is  nothing  for  people  to  do  here 
but  drink,  and  anybody  that  disagrees  with  me.  I'll  beg  to  differ  with 
them,"  O'Malley  said.  "There's  not  a family  here,  a service  or  a business 
that  isn't  severely  impacted  by  alcoholism." 

Sanders,  population  about  5,000,  supports  four  retail  liquor 
establishments.  The  license  for  a fifth  was  blocked  last  year  when  New 
Lands  residents  complained  to  the  state  Liquor  Control  Commission.  Steve 
Hart,  chief  of  the  Puerco  Valley  Fire  Department,  said  the  alcoholism  and 
rampant  despair  lead  to  a high  rate  of  apparent  suicides  among  New  Lands 
residents.  People  walk  in  front  of  trains  or  trucks  on  Interstate  Highway 
40.  "When  they're  walking  down  the  freeway  with  their  hands  in  the  air, 
it's  suicide,"  Hart  said.  "We  had  two  last  week,  two  the  month  before  and 
two  in  September.  You  can  imagine  the  impact  it  has  on  me  and  my  men." 

The  PVFD  now  answers  over  1,000  calls  a year,  a tenfold  increase  in  recent 
years.  Hart  said.  He  asked  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  for  $450,000  to 
fund  11  new  positions  10  years  ago,  but  the  request  was  never  answered. 

Participants  at  the  meeting  said  the  employment  situation  is  so  bad.  New 
Lands  families  are  renting  or  even  abandoning  the  houses  they  were  given  to 
look  for  work  in  the  big  cities.  They  estimated  that  more  than  half  of  the 
New  Lands  houses  may  be  rented.  Yazzie  said  six  of  the  eight  houses  in 
[...text  missing  in  original] 

It  was  1:30  a.m.,  Thomas  said,  and  the  call  was  never  answered.  The  ONHIR 
built  a police  substation  in  Nahata  Dziil,  but  until  recently  a dispute 
over  who  would  pay  for  utilities  kept  it  from  opening.  Chief  of  Police 
Steve  Nelson  told  the  Independent  . The  Navajo  Division  of  Public  Safety 
closed  a substation  in  Houck  and  transferred  the  funds  to  the  New  Lands 
substation,  but  the  NDPS  still  doesn't  have  the  money  to  furnish  the 
building,  much  less  staff  it.  Nelson  said.  The  Apache  County  Sheriff 
maintains  a presence  in  the  area,  but  have  no  authority  over  Navajos  on 
tribal  land,  said  Lt.  Sim  Shauser.  The  participants  at  Wednesday's  meeting 
blamed  everyone  involved  in  the  New  Lands  venture  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  which  started  the  relocation  drive;  the  federal  Office  of 
Navajo-Hopi  Indian  Relocation,  which  took  over  for  the  BIA  in  1990;  the 
tribe's  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  and  the  Nahata  Dziil  Chapter,  which  was 
recognized  by  the  Nation  in  1991. 

Helen  Benally,  a community  development  specialist  with  the  ONHIR,  spoke  up 
to  defend  her  work.  Benally  said  she  and  co-worker  Virginia  Hula  had  helped 
to  get  the  Nahata  Dziil  Chapter  House  and  other  buildings  constructed. 
Benally  said  she  has  conducted  surveys  of  New  Lands  residents,  though  none 
of  those  present  Wednesday  said  they'd  been  surveyed.  Benally  blamed  the 
U.S.  Congress  for  not  appropriating  enough  development  money  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Dustice  for  delaying  what  was  appropriated . Ernest  Hubble, 
Nahata  Dziil 's  delegate  to  the  Navajo  Nation  Council,  said  a downturn  in 
the  electronics  market  caused  the  closure  of  the  General  Dynamics  plant, 
which  could  have  employed  300  workers.  The  groundwork  is  being  prepared  for 
a new  shopping  center,  which  will  bring  convenience  and  jobs  to  New  Lands 
residents,  he  said.  But  even  Hubble  concedes  that  "The  job  market  is  very, 
very  limited"  in  Nahata  Dziil.  He  blames  the  liquor  stores,  which  he  says 
discourage  local  economic  development  just  by  their  presence.  And  Hubble 
nearly  struck  a drunk  one  recent  night.  "I  was  driving  down  the  road,  and 
one  guy  jumped  in  front  of  me,"  he  said.  "I  had  to  swerve  to  go  around  him. 
He  jumped  back,  laughing." 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published  by  the  Akwe:kon 
Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of 
emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  western  hemisphere 
visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 

Innu  Will  Confront  Hydro-Dams 
By  Craig  Benjamin/Native  Americas 

Innu  people  from  both  sides  of  the  border  between  Quebec  and  Newfoundland 
have  come  together  to  fight  a series  of  hydro-electric  dams  which  the  two 
provinces  have  announced  they  are  going  to  build  on  the  principal  river 
running  through  the  region. 

The  $12  billion  Lower  Churchill  River  project,  which  was  announced  in 
March,  will  have  a direct  impact  on  the  Innu  people  who  spend  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  living  on  the  land,  yet  neither  government  consulted  with 
the  Innu  in  the  months  of  closed-door  meetings  leading  up  to  the 
announcement.  In  fact,  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  publicly  denied 
that  any  negotiations  were  taking  place. 

In  response,  representatives  of  Innu  organizations  from  Newfoundland  and 
Quebec,  the  Innu  Nation  and  Mamit  Innuat,  have  announced  that  they  will 
oppose  development  projects  that  do  not  have  the  consent  of  all  Innu. 

"This  is  our  common  position,"  said  Guy  Bellefleur,  the  chief  negotiator 
for  Mamit  Innuat.  "The  premiers  can  expect  a strong,  united  Innu  response 
if  they  choose  to  proceed." 

"We  are  tired  of  being  lied  to,  tired  of  being  misled  and  tired  of 
having  our  rights  ignored,"  said  Daniel  Ashini,  vice-president  of  the  Innu 
Nation.  "The  Innu  will  take  whatever  actions  are  necessary  to  prevent 
Newfoundland  and  Quebec  from  entering  into  any  contracts  regarding  the 
Lower  Churchill  or  other  hydro  developments  in  our  territory  without  our 
consent . " 

When  the  premiers  called  a press  conference  on  the  Churchill  River  to 
officially  announce  the  agreement,  Innu  protestors  and  their  supporters 
blocked  the  access  roads,  forcing  the  premiers  to  relocate  the  press 
conference.  It  was  the  first  move  in  a struggle  that  Innu  leaders  said 
will  go  to  the  courts  or  to  the  barricades. 

An  earlier  dam  project  on  the  Churchill  River,  launched  by  the 
governments  of  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  almost  30  years  ago,  flooded  more 
than  1,300  square  kilometers  of  forest,  leaving  Innu  burial  grounds  and 
camp  sites  under  water.  But  flooding  is  not  the  only  concern  for  the  Innu. 
Since  the  first  project  on  the  Churchill  River,  the  Innu  have  come  under 
seige  by  low-level  NATO  training  flights  over  their  hunting  grounds  and  by 
preparations  for  large-scale  mine  development  in  the  region.  The  new 
Churchill  falls  project  would  open  new  roads  into  the  region  and  the 
energy  itself  is  likely  to  be  used  to  power  new  mines  and  other  forms  of 
industrial  development. 

The  two  provinces  are  clearly  committed  to  building  the  dams.  Dam 
building  has  long  fueled  the  industrial  development  of  Quebec  and  the  re- 
election  plans  of  Quebec  premiers.  Talk  of  a new  series  of  dams  on  the 
Churchill  River  began  to  surface  after  Quebec's  plans  for  a much  larger 
hydro-electric  megaproject  in  the  north  was  defeated  by  opposition  led  by 
the  lames  Bay  Cree.  Now,  with  the  Quebec  economy  stalling,  provincial 
elections  coming  within  the  year,  and  a realignment  of  federalist  forces 
challenging  the  popularity  of  separatist  premier  Lucien  Bouchard,  plans  to 
build  the  new  dams  on  the  Churchill  River  could  not  be  more  timely. 


For  the  Newfoundland  government,  the  Churchill  River  project  also 
represents  a timely  mixture  of  politics  and  economics.  Since  the  collapse 
of  the  East  Coast  fishery,  there  has  been  growing  interest  in  industrial 
development  in  the  Labrador  peninsula  as  a means  to  rebuild  the 
Newfoundland  economy.  At  the  same  time,  the  agreement  with  Quebec  is  also 
a chance  to  address  an  old  embarrassment . When  the  first  dams  were  built 
on  the  Churchill  River,  Newfoundland  signed  a deal  to  sell  the  power  to 
Quebec.  But  when  energy  prices  surged  shortly  afterward,  Newfoundland  was 
caught  in  a contract  to  sell  the  energy  at  a fraction  of  its  value  until 
2041.  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin,  an  ambitious  politician  who  likes 
to  play  to  the  national  media,  may  want  to  be  seen  as  the  man  who 
negotiated  a better  deal  with  Quebec. 

Despite  all  this,  Daniel  Ashini  said  the  Innu  are  planning  to  fight  the 
provinces  and  win.  The  Innu  were  unable  to  resist  the  first  Churchill 
River  project,  but  after  a decade  of  court  challenges  and  civil 
disobedience  against  the  NATO  training  flights,  Ashini  claims  the  Innu  are 
much  better  prepared.  "We  were  not  organised  then  like  we  are  now,"  Ashini 
told  reporters.  "The  realities  today  are  very  different.  We  will  not  be 
bulldozed  again." 

In  addition,  recent  Canadian  court  decisions  appear  to  favour  the  right 
of  Native  peoples  to  have  a say  in  development  projects  affecting  their 
territories.  For  example,  in  considering  the  case  of  the  Gitxsan  and 
Wet'suwet'en  in  British  Columbia,  the  Canadian  Supreme  Court  ruled  in 
December  that  Native  peoples  have  a collective  property  right  to  their 
territories  and  resources.  And  although  the  court  conceded  that 
governments  may  be  able  to  expropriate  land  in  the  interest  of  development, 
the  ruling  suggests  that,  at  a minimum,  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  would  need  to  consult  with  the  affected  peoples  and  work  with 
them  to  minimize  the  impact.  Significantly,  the  Innu,  like  the  Gitxsan  and 
Wet'suwet'en,  have  never  ceded  their  territory  through  a treaty  or  land 
claim  settlement. 

The  agreement  between  the  provinces  of  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  that  was 
announced  in  March,  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  process.  Formal 
negotiations  between  the  provinces  are  still  taking  place,  and  the 
provinces  are  planning  to  carry  out  feasibility  studies  before 
construction  gets  under  way.  They  are  also  obliged  to  take  part  in 
environmental  impact  assessments  for  many  aspects  of  the  project. 
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"RE : Environmental  Disaster  at  Mohawk  Nation"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Feb  1999  13:46:49  EST 
From:  GrayDeer@aol.com 

Sub j : Environmental  disaster  at  Mohawk  Nation 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Se: kon 

I just  got  off  the  phone  with  my  uncle  at  Akwesasne  (St.  Regis  Indian 
Reservation)  he  said  that  people  are  just  being  told  now  that  their  water 
has  been  contaminated  since  November.  The  people  have  been  told  not  to 
drink  the  water,  do  dishes,  or  bathe  in  it.  My  uncle  told  me  that  people 
are  not  being  told  what  exactly  is  in  the  water--apparently  it  is  not  only 
a salt  problem. 

Even  local  streams  have  become  contaminated,  so  animals  (wild  and  domestic) 
have  nothing  to  drink. 

If  anyone  is  out  there  who  can  lend  assistance  and  pass  on  this  news  please 


do.  We  need  help! 

0:  nen 

Kanatiyosh 

++++++++++++++++++ 

Sub j : Casino  Groundwater  Contamination  Background  Information 
Background/History 

In  November  1998,  five  wells  were  drilled  at  the  Casino  site  in  an 
attempt  to  provide  water  for  the  casino.  Two  of  the  wells  were  drilled 
to  depths  in  excess  of  200  feet.  We  hear  the  wells  were  drilled  to  this 
depth  in  search  of  an  aquifer  that  would  yield  enough  water  for  the 
casino.  It  now  appears  that  some  of  the  wells  were  drilled  into  bedrock 
and  may  have  been  drilled  into  a pocket  of  saltwater  that  was  trapped  in 
the  bedrock.  There  is  a 1962  United  States  Geological  Survey  report 
which  indicates  that  these  pockets  exist  in  our  area. 

Once  the  saltwater  entered  the  wells,  the  well  driller  abandoned  them. 
We  know  that  the  well  driller  attempted  to  cap  two  of  the  wells  with 
concrete  but  we  do  not  know  which  wells.  We  also  know  that  the  concrete 
was  not  the  proper  way  to  seal  the  wells. 

Approximately  five  weeks  after  the  wells  were  abandoned,  residents  in 
the  community  of  Akwesasne,  located  in  a northeast  direction  from  the 
casino  site  began  reporting  odor  and  taste  problems  in  their  water. 
Initial  testing  by  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe's  Environment  Division 
indicated  elevated  levels  of  salinity  (saltwater). 

To  understand  what  this  means.  Saltwater  from  the  ocean  has  a salinity 
level  of  approximately  5.0  parts  per  trillion  (ppt).  Water  in  the  gulf 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  has  a salinity  level  of  3.0  ppt  as  it  is  a mixture 
of  saltwater  and  freshwater.  The  levels  of  salinity  in  the  wells  of  the 
>residents  in  Akwesasne  are  ranging  from  the  4.0  to  8.0  ppt  range. 

The  measurement  of  salinity  is  done  with  a probe  and  a digital  readout 
meter.  Once  the  elevated  salinity  level  is  found,  a water  sample  is 
collected  and  is  sent  away  to  a laboratory  for  a more  detailed 
analysis.  Approximately  40  different  chemical  parameters  are  being 
analyzed  for.  These  results  have  been  a cause  for  concern. 

Approximately  12  wells  have  had  the  detailed  analysis  done  to  date. 
Preliminary  analysis  indicates  that  barium,  strontium,  beryllium, 
magnesium,  and  sodium  levels  are  exceeding  maximum  contaminant  levels  in 
several  of  these  wells.  For  example,  the  maximum  level  for  barium  in 
drinking  water  is  2.0  milligrams  per  liter.  At  least  one  well  has  a 
level  of  2.18  milligrams  per  liter  of  barium  in  it. 

St.  Regis  Mohawk  Health  Services  officials  have  taken  the  position  that 
all  47  wells  that  have  been  found  to  be  contaminated  with  salinity 
should  be  considered  contaminated  with  these  other  chemicals.  They  have 
asked  the  families  using  those  47  wells  to  limit  their  use  of  the  water 
to  only  flushing  toilets.  They  should  not  drink  it,  wash  dishes  or 
clothes  with  it,  or  take  showers  in  it.  The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  is 
paying  to  have  bottled  water  provided  to  any  residence  that  requests  it 
in  the  affected  area.  To  date,  195  families  are  receiving  bottled 
water.  In  addition,  for  the  families  using  the  47  wells,  they  are  being 
provided  with  $20  per  week  for  laundry  washing  at  a nearby  Laundromat, 
courtesy  of  the  casino.  The  casino  is  also  covering  expenses  for  the 
families  to  use  the  Hart  to  Heart  fitness  center  for  showers. 

Current  Activities 

The  biggest  challenge  right  now  is  to  seal  the  wells  at  the  Casino 
site.  A contractor  has  been  brought  in  to  assess  the  wells  and  to 
properly  seal  them.  A bentonite  grout  must  be  used  to  seal  the  wells. 
Tomorrow,  a camera  will  be  lowered  into  each  well  to  see  what  is  in 
them.  There  is  a report  of  a well  drill  bit  being  stuck  in  one  of  the 
wells.  The  wells  that  were  improperly  sealed  must  be  redrilled  and  then 
sealed.  Additional  testing  of  the  water  quality  in  each  well  will  take 
place.  It  is  expected  that  the  wells  will  be  sealed  by  early  next  week. 

Additional  testing  of  all  homes  in  the  affected  area  will  continue. 
Those  that  have  positive  results  for  salinity  will  be  sampled  for  a more 
detailed  analysis.  Health  screening  are  being  done  for  blood  pressure. 


Longer  Term  Activities 

It  appears  that  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  will  try  to  extend  their 
public  water  system  to  the  affected  area.  Estimated  cost  will  be  about 
$3-4  million.  The  Tribal  Council  is  in  Washington,  D.  C.  meeting  with 
Indian  Health  Services,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  others  to  get 
help.  We  should  know  by  tomorrow  afternoon  if  they  are  successful. 

The  Tribe  is  also  looking  into  installing  cisterns  to  the  homes  of 
families  using  the  47  contaminated  wells.  The  cost  of  this  service  will 
be  approximately  $10,000  to  $15,000  per  cistern  for  installation.  The 
Tribe  will  then  have  to  continuously  replenish  the  waters  in  the 
cisterns . 

Other  Issues 

We  have  learned  that  the  casino  site  was  used  for  other  purposes  prior 
to  being  bought.  The  previous  owner  had  installed  two  lagoons  on  the 
site.  He  pumped  out  sludge  from  individual  septic  tanks  and  dumped  the 
human  waste  into  the  lagoons  at  what  would  become  the  casino  site.  The 
sludge  was  tested  and  it  contained  elevated  levels  of  1,2 
dichloro-benzene,  a known  carcinogen.  It  is  unclear  how  much  of  the 
sludge  was  contaminated  with  this  chemical. 

When  the  casino  was  being  built,  casino  management  had  the  contractor 
for  the  landscaping  remove  the  sludge  from  the  lagoons  to  the 
contractor's  property  in  Akwesasne.  Initial  testing  of  the  sludge  that 
has  been  placed  in  Akwesasne  indicates  no  detectable  levels  of  the 
chemical  but  more  testing  is  underway. 

Today,  pictures  surfaced  which  showed  a number  of  barrels  that  were  at 
the  lagoon  site.  It  is  unclear  what  was  in  those  barrels  or  what 
happened  to  them. 

In  addition,  this  past  fall,  approximately  10  acres  of  wetlands  located 
next  to  the  casino  site  were  destroyed.  This  has  violated  the  Clean 
Water  Act  as  the  required  permits  were  not  obtained. 

Closing  Comments 

It  is  clear  that  the  drilling  into  the  saltwater  was  an  accident. 

However,  the  actions  once  that  happened  are  full  of  mistakes  and  maybe 
negligence.  The  Tribal  Council  has  put  the  construction  of  the  casino 
before  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  opening  of  the  casino  is  more 
important  than  following  environmental  laws.  The  casino  management  and 
Tribal  Casino  may  have  ignored  their  own  environmental  staff.  Even  now, 
the  Tribal  Council  is  saying  that  it  is  more  important  than  ever  to  open 
the  casino  so  that  it  will  pay  for  the  water  line  extension. 

I hope  that  this  provides  you  with  a detailed,  current  update  of  what  is 
happening.  There  is  a public  meeting  taking  place  on  Thursday  night 
where  additional  information  may  be  released. 

Haudenosaunee  Environmental  Task  Force 
Akwesasne  Mohawk  Territory 
via:  Box  366 
Rooseveltown,  NY  13683 

Additionally:  As  of  2/5/99  "We  now  know  that  at  least  one  casino  well  has 

a high  salinity  level,  21.0  parts  per  trillion,  thus  confirming  it  as  the 
source  of  the  salinity  contamination." 

"RE : San  Carlos  Apache  Cut  off  Mine  Water"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Feb  1999  16:07:55  GMT 
From:  lotanna@my-dejanews.com 
Sub j : Apaches  cut  off  mine's  water 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Arizona  Republic  @ <http://www.azcentral.com/news/0204apache.shtml> 

Old  dispute  erupts  again  in  Morenci 
Related  Article 


San  Carlos  cuts  off  water  to  Phelps  Dodge  (2/2) 


By  Deff  Barker 
and  Derry  Kammer 
Republic  Washington  Bureau 
Feb.  4,  1999 

WASHINGTON  --  The  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe,  rekindling  an  old  and  bitter 
dispute  with  Phelps  Dodge  Corp.,  has  shut  off  a pumping  station  that 
supplies  most  of  the  water  to  one  of  the  world's  largest  open-pit  copper 
mines  and  some  of  the  water  to  a pair  of  southeastern  Arizona  mining 
communities . 

Tribal  officials  confirmed  Wednesday  that  they  ordered  federal  officials 
this  week  to  close  down  the  Black  River  Pump  Station,  which  sends  water  to 
Phelps  Dodge's  giant  Morenci  copper  mine. 

The  pump  station  also  supplies  some  of  the  water  to  the  communities  of 
Clifton  and  Morenci,  although  both  towns  have  independent  sources  of  water 

Apaches  said  federal  Bureau  of  Reclamation  workers  did  not  resist  the 
order  by  tribal  council  members  to  stop  operating  the  pump  on  Monday 
morning. 

The  San  Carlos  Apaches  had  threatened  many  times  to  close  the  pump, 
including  in  1997,  but  had  not  followed  through  until  now. 

The  Indians  said  they  took  the  action  because  Phelps  Dodge  has  refused 
to  sign  an  agreement  governing  how  water  from  the  pump  is  to  be  allocated 
between  the  Apaches  and  the  mining  company.  They  need  to  be  sure  it  will 
have  enough  water  for  the  fish  and  wildlife  of  the  Black  River,  a tribal 
spokesman  said. 

"This  is  a matter  of  principle  for  the  tribe,  and  it's  not  trying  to 
drive  Phelps  Dodge  into  some  kind  of  crisis,"  Bill  Byler  said  Wednesday. 
"But  it  never  got  this  bad  before." 

H.M.  "Red"  Conger,  president  of  Phelps  Dodge  Morenci  Inc.,  said  he  could 
not  predict  how  long  the  mine  could  operate  with  its  alternative  water 
supply. 

"There  are  so  many  variables  in  that,  I'm  just  not  going  to  speculate," 
he  said. 

In  Clifton,  Town  Manager  Tonya  Williams  said  an  extended  shutdown  of  the 
mine  would  be  "just  devastating"  for  the  local  economy. 

"The  mine's  economy  is  our  economy,"  said  Williams,  whose  husband  and 
two  sons  work  there.  "That's  really  the  only  thing  up  here.  It's  not  like 
we  have  something  else  to  do." 

Phelps  Dodge  said  that  it  could  operate  the  mine  in  the  short-term  using 
alternate  water  supplies,  but  that  it  did  not  know  how  long  the  reserves 
would  last. 

Clifton  barber  Edward  Nabor  said  the  water  shut-off  has  heightened 
employment  anxiety  already  stirred  by  the  collapse  of  the  international 
copper  market. 

"Customers  are  worried,  scared  that  their  jobs  are  on  the  line,"  he  said 

Velasquez  Sneezy,  tribal  vice  chairman,  said  federal  officials  appealed 
to  keep  the  pumps  on,  and  were  told  by  the  tribe,  "The  answer  is  no." 

The  effects  weren't  felt  immediately  by  Phelps  Dodge  because  it  takes  a 
few  days  for  the  water  to  flow  south  to  Morenci.  Water  is  normally  pumped 
out  of  Black  River,  a tributary  of  the  Salt  River,  and  piped  down  Willow 
Creek  into  Eagle  Creek  until  it  flows  onto  land  owned  by  Phelps  Dodge. 

"We  are  not  at  this  point  receiving  any  water  through  the  Black  River 
Pump  Station  to  the  Morenci  operation.  We're  drawing  on  some  alternate 
reserves,"  Lynne  Adams,  a Phelps  Dodge  spokeswoman,  said  Wednesday 
afternoon . 

"We've  asked  the  United  States  (Interior  Department)  to  turn  those  pumps 
back  on."  Adams  said. 

The  water  cutoff  came  in  a 55-year-old  water-rights  dispute  between  the 
tribe  and  Phelps  Dodge  over  control  of  the  pumps. 

Although  the  pump  station  sits  on  the  reservation,  it  was  long  operated 
by  Phelps  Dodge  under  a 1944  right-of-way  issued  by  the  Interior 
Department.  For  many  years,  the  tribe  accused  Phelps  Dodge  of  cheating  the 
Apaches  out  of  rental  fees  and  of  lying  about  how  much  water  it  needed  for 
the  copper  mine. 


Phelps  Dodge  left  the  reservation  in  1997  under  increasing  hostility 
from  the  tribe.  Under  an  agreement  approved  that  year  by  Congress,  the 
federal  Bureau  of  Reclamation  was  to  run  the  pumps  until  the  tribe  could 
be  properly  trained  to  take  over  the  station  itself. 

Conger  said  Phelps  Dodge  at  the  end  of  1998  paid  the  tribe  nearly  $5.7 
million  under  the  1997  agreement.  He  said  the  money  included  a $5  million 
partial  prepayment  for  the  50-year  life  of  the  agreement,  $653,000  for 
water  in  1999  and  $35,000  for  use  of  tribal  facilities.  The  federal 
government  receives  the  payments  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe.  Conger  said 
The  agreement  called  for  the  copper  plant  and  the  adjoining  communities  to 
get  the  water  they  needed.  But  it  would  be  Apaches  operating  the  pumps 
instead  of  Phelps  Dodge  workers. 

The  latest  problem  arose  because  it  appears  the  tribe  and  mining  company 
interpreted  the  1997  agreement  differently. 

The  tribe  says  Phelps  Dodge  has  refused  to  honor  the  tribe's  priority 
right  to  Black  River  water. 

"The  tribe  has  had  a 50-year  policy  of  not  taking  water  out  of  the  river 

- even  for  itself  - if  it  would  decrease  the  flow  below  20  cubic  feet," 
tribal  attorney  Doe  Sparks  said. 

Sparks  said  Wednesday  that  Phelps  Dodge  has  refused  to  sign  a proposed 
lease  agreement  that  would  enable  the  tribe  to  ensure  that  the  50-year-old 
policy  can  continue. 

However,  Phelps  Dodge  said  Wednesday  that  it  recognizes  the  tribe's 
"superior  water  right"  but  that  the  tribe  is  trying  to  go  beyond  the 
intent  of  the  1997  agreement  by  writing  new  water  guidelines. 

-  "RE:  Chief  Doe  Byrd  not  Inclined  to  Give  Up  Dob"  
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Chief  Doe  Byrd  not  inclined  to  give  up  his  job 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
2/6/99 

Chief  Doe  Byrd  hasn't  played  his  hand  on  whether  he  will  seek  reelection 
but  he  revealed  in  an  interview  last  week  that  he  is  shopping  around  for  a 
running  mate. 

Byrd  said  he  would  like  to  continue  to  serve,  but  still  has  some 
housekeeping  to  do  before  announcing  a decision.  That  will  come  on  or 
before  Wednesday,  the  final  day  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  filing  period. 

He  maintains  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  reached  new  heights  in  the 
areas  of  health,  housing  and  education,  but  Byrd's  first  term  has  been 
laced  with  controversy. 

Three  candidates  --  with  more  possibilities  in  the  wings  --  have  lined 
up  to  run  for  chief,  including  Byrd's  own  running  mate  in  1995  --  Deputy 
Chief  Dames  Garland  Eagle. 

Eagle's  surprise  entry  for  the  top  spot  triggered  speculation  that  he 
made  the  step  because  Byrd  would  not  seek  a second  term. 

Although  the  ink's  not  dry,  Byrd  said  he  is  leaning  toward  another  race 
and  indicated  that  Eagle  didn't  consult  him  before  throwing  his  hat  into 
the  ring  for  chief. 

Two  names  well-known  to  followers  of  the  strife  in  the  tribe  --  Pat 
Ragsdale  and  Chad  Smith  --  are  in  the  race.  So  is  political  newcomer 
Meredeth  Frailey. 

Other  names  are  being  tossed  about,  such  as  Dwight  Birdwell,  chief 
justice  of  the  tribe's  supreme  court,  and  Virginia  Stroud,  a Tahlequah 
artist . 

If  Byrd  runs  and  Birdwell  follows  suit,  three  of  the  tribe's  most 
visible  players  in  the  Cherokee  controversy  would  be  at  center  stage. 


Ragsdale  was  director  of  the  tribe's  marshal  service  in  February  1997 
when  it  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  misuse  of  funds.  Birdwell 
said  the  raid  was  justified  because  Dustice  Ralph  Keen,  acting  in  his  role 
as  a magistrate,  had  signed  the  search  order. 

At  this  point,  Frailey  is  the  unknown  in  the  race.  She  quickly  notes 
that  she  is  a cousin  of  former  chief  Ross  Swimmer,  who  has  had  run-ins 
with  Byrd,  but  stresses  that  her  campaign  is  based  on  business  and  tourism 
and  not  tribal  politics. 

The  race  is  being  closely  watched  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  which 
provided  law  enforcement  for  the  tribe  after  Byrd  fired  Ragsdale  and  other 
marshals  for  conducting  the  1997  headquarters  raid. 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  have  said  that  squabbles  in  other 
tribes  have  calmed  down  after  new  elections  took  place.  They  expressed 
hope  that  will  be  the  case  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

While  the  race  for  chief  is  attracting  the  most  attention,  the  races  for 
all  15  seats  on  the  Cherokee  Nation  council  could  play  a decisive  role  in 
the  future  of  America's  second-largest  Indian  tribe. 

Eight  of  the  council  members  have  been  solid  in  their  support  of  Byrd 
administration  policies  while  six  have  defied  almost  every  move  he  has 
made. 

One  of  the  six  is  Paula  Holder,  who  is  running  for  deputy  chief  on  the 
Ragsdale  ticket. 

Some  observers  believe  that  Ragsdale  and  Smith  might  divide  the  anti- 
-Byrd  vote  on  May  22,  ensuring  that  the  chief  would  make  it  to  a runoff  if 
not  be  elected  outright. 

Ragsdale  is  hoping  that  the  support  of  former  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller  will 
swing  things  his  way  and,  perhaps,  put  him  on  top. 

Being  the  incumbent  doesn't  necessarily  work  to  Byrd's  advantage.  He  has 
been  criticized  for  firing  the  marshals,  being  on  hand  when  his  council 
majority  impeached  the  three  members  of  the  tribe's  supreme  court  and 
moving  the  office  of  a district  court  judge  from  the  tribal  courthouse  to 
tribal  headquarters. 

The  supreme  court  justices  have  been  returned  to  office,  but  Byrd  has 
defied  orders  to  appear  in  court  on  charges  of  obstructing  justice. 

He  has  accused  Ragsdale  and  at  least  one  of  the  justices  of  a conspiracy 
to  overthrow  his  regime.  Ragsdale  said  the  charge  is  ludicrous. 

U.S.  Rep.  Tom  Coburn,  R-Okla.,  and  former  U.S.  Attorney  John  Raley  tried 
to  defuse  the  controversy  by  forging  a compromise  between  Byrd  and  his 
detractors . 

Sources  close  to  Coburn  said  the  congressman  and  Raley  at  one  point 
believe  they  had  reached  an  accord  with  the  chief,  but  that  Byrd  reneged 
on  the  proposal  after  leaving  Coburn's  office. 

Coburn  and  other  members  of  the  Oklahoma  delegation  in  Washington  then 
called  for  federal  investigations  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Byrd  said  the 
probe  turned  up  discrepancies,  but  nothing  "criminal." 

Byrd  has  blamed  his  problems  in  part  on  the  atmosphere  in  the  tribe  when 
he  took  office.  He  was  not  the  top  vote-getter,  but  was  declared  chief 
when  the  same  supreme  court  declared  the  frontrunner  in  the  1995  election 
ineligible  because  of  a previous  scrape  with  the  law. 

"It  was  a tough  transition  . . . not  having  the  support  of  the  former 
administration,"  said  Byrd,  noting  that  Mankiller  had  supported  his 
opponent . 

Before  he  took  office,  Byrd  said,  the  chief's  baton  had  been  passed  with 
good  wishes  from  W.W.  Keeler  to  Ross  Swimmer  to  Mankiller,  "but  it  wasn't 
passed  down  to  me." 

It  is  difficult,  he  said,  "to  run  the  tribe  with  the  controversy." 

Although  his  administration  has  had  to  face  some  "adverse"  developments, 
Byrd  maintains  that  the  tribe  has  "accomplished  a lot." 

He  said  Cherokee  Nation  Industries  "was  almost  bankrupt"  when  he  took 
office  in  1995  but  is  now  operating  at  a profit. 

Byrd  has  been  raked  for  the  tribe  spending  well  over  $2  million  to 
outside  attorneys,  including  a reported  $700,000  plus  to  the  law  firm  of  a 
brother-in-law  by  marriage. 

The  chief  defended  the  fees  by  saying  that  some  of  the  legal  cases  had 
been  inherited  by  his  administration  and  were  important  to  protect  future 


growth  in  the  tribe. 

He  cited  the  tribe's  courtroom  battles  with  the  federal  government  over 
ownership  of  the  Arkansas  Riverbed. 

Byrd  said  he  has  been  criticized  for  the  legal  fees  but  feels  the 
riverbed  ownership  will  be  "a  valuable  resource"  for  the  tribe. 

The  attorney  fees  paid  during  his  administration  have  been  "minimal" 
when  the  size  of  the  200,000-member  tribe  is  considered  along  with  an 
annual  budget  estimated  at  $150  million. 

"It  is  a constant  struggle  and  you  have  to  hold  on/'  he  said. 

Byrd  said  an  independent  commission  had  found  that  his  firing  of  the  15- 
member  marshal  service  following  the  1997  raid  was  within  his  rights  as 
chief. 

On  the  other  hand,  Byrd  opponents  have  noted,  the  same  commission 
brought  about  the  reinstatement  of  the  impeached  supreme  court  judges,  who 
were  accused  in  part  of  supporting  an  illegal  raid. 

"They  (the  justices)  did  what  they  thought  was  right  and  the  council 
(which  brought  the  questionable  impeachment  action)  did  what  it  thought 
was  right,"  Byrd  said. 

Byrd  said  he  has  been  looking  around  for  a deputy  chief  candidate  and 
discussing  the  election  with  his  family,  but  stopped  short  of  making  an 
announcement . 

However,  he  said,  "I  am  very  happy  with  what  we  have  been  able  to 
accomplish,  but  there  is  so  much  more  to  accomplish  . . . when  I think 
about  that  it  makes  me  want  to  continue." 

"RE : Use  of  Religion  to  Mark  Pikanii  Children"  
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Please  help  us  pass  the  enclosed  around  the  world  to  your  friends.  It  is 
time  the  record  gets  corrected  and  the  guilty  pay  for  their  evil  deeds. 

The  use  of  religion  to  mark  Pikanii  Children  in  Canada  for  the  depths 
of  hell. 

Copyright  1999  by  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 
"Judgement  is  prepared  for  scorners,  and  stripes  for  the  back  of  fools." 
From  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  Chapter  19,  Verse  29 

One  day  in  fall  of  1949  Pikanii  children  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Residential 
School  near  what  is  now  the  community  of  Brocket,  Alberta,  Canada  the 
teaching  of  the  nature  of  sin  and  how  to  pray  so  that  one  might  overcome 
evil  thoughts  was  initiated  and  put  into  the  minds  of  children  beginning 
at  the  age  of  six  among  the  schools  population .The  forced  removal  of 
native  children  from  their  parents  was  the  law  in  Canada  at  a time  when 
attendance  at  residential  schools  was  required. 

"They  also  prepared  us  for  a bad  future  at  these  residential  schools" 
agreed  George  Yellow  Horn  and  Elizabeth  Crow  Flag.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Pikanii  Nation  which  is  now  called  the  Peigan  Nation  by  the  Government  of 
Canada . 

George  Yellow  Horn,  also  known  by  his  aboriginal  name  of  Sikkapii  (White 
Horse)  said,  "In  the  Fall  of  1949  when  I was  ten  years  old  , our  teacher 
Sister  Houle,  a Sister  of  Charity  nun,  told  us  we  should  all  line  up  in 
the  hallway  of  the  school.  We  would  then  be  taken  into  a room  where  a 
medical  test  was  going  to  be  done  on  us." 

Sikkapii  continued,  "I  remember  all  the  small  kids  were  crying  and 
screaming.  I was  very  afraid  since  none  of  our  parents  were  present  and 
we  did  not  know  what  was  going  to  be  done  to  us.  We  were  forcefully  taken 
from  our  parents  so  we  knew  they  were  not  anywhere  near  to  protect  us. 

'When  it  was  my  turn  to  go  into  the  room  I saw  my  friends  having  their 
shirts  taken  off  and  their  pants  pulled  down.  There  were  men  present  with 
what  seemed  like  needles. 

'We  were  then  made  to  lean  over  exposing  our  backside  and  then  the  men 
made  these  scratch  marks  on  our  backs,  and  when  they  were  finished  they 
smeared  iodine  on  the  wound.  You  should  have  heard  the  children  crying  and 


screaming. " 

Elizabeth  Crow  Flag,  or  Yellow  Dust  Woman,  as  she  is  known  among  her 
people,  joined  in  by  saying,  " The  same  thing  was  done  to  us  at  the  St. 
Cryprian  School  near  Brocket.  We  cried  and  screamed  as  well.  We  have  never 
been  able  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  these  marks  on  our  backs  or  why  they 
were  put  there.  We  never  believed  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  testing  for 
TB" . A survey  of  five  doctors  in  Alberta  does  not  verify  the  scratch  marks 
as  being  a test  for  TB. 

On  lanuary  29,  1999  at  the  home  of  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  in  Browning, 
Montana  the  key  to  the  mystery  of  the  stripes,  consisting  of  six  up  and 
down  scratch  marks  became  abundantly  clear  to  Sikkapii. 

While  reading  from  a book  entitled,  "Spare  the  Child,  The  Religious 
Roots  of  Punishment  and  the  Psychological  Impact  of  Physical  Abuse"  by 
Philip  Greven  (First  Vintage  Books  Edition,  1992)  Sikkapii  was  heard  to 
utter,  " So  this  is  the  meaning  of  what  they  did  to  us  !!!!". 

Sikkapii  had  just  read  a passage  from  the  book  that  read  as  follows, 
from  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  Chapter  19,  Verse  29:  "Dudgement  is  prepared 
for  scorners,  and  stripes  for  the  back  of  fools".  He  then  said,  "This  is 
black  magic  ! ! ! ! This  is  how  the  Christians  prepared  us  for  the  attack  on 
our  Indian  beliefs  and  traditions  when  we  were  just  children.  They  mean  to 
put  us  in  their  hell  !!!!'. 

There  was  stunned  silence  in  the  room. 

Now  the  Pikanii  people  are  preparing  for  a cleansing  ceremony  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  evil  put  on  them  when  the  Christians  scratched  six  marks 
on  their  backs,  three  on  each  side  of  the  spine,  when  they  were  small 
children . 


"RE : Poisoned  Eagles"  
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From:  "Reginald  D.  Atkins"  <ratkins@trib. com> 

Sub j : Poisoned  Eagles 

EAGLE  DESTRUCTION 

Eight  Eagles  Poisoned  in  Western  Wyoming! 

Cokeville  - State  and  Federal  wildlife  officers  are  investigating  the 
poisoning  of  eight  Bald  Eagles  along  the  Bear  River.  Sportsmen  and  a 
landowner  reported  the  discovery  of  the  dead  Eagles  eight  miles  north  of 
Cokeville,  Wy. 

The  dead  wildlife  was  reported  to  Neil  Hymas,  the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish 
Department's  Cokeville  game  warden.  Hymas  said  he  fears  more  Eagles  and 
other  wildlife  may  have  been  poisoned  and  not  yet  found. 

Examination  of  the  birds  and  test  at  the  Wyoming  Veterinary  Laboratory 
in  Laramie  confirmed  the  Bald  Eagles  were  poisoned.  Wildlife  investigator 
Scott  Browning  said  it  is  possible  the  Eagles  died  from  secondary  poisoning 
after  feeding  on  other  wildlife  poisoned  illegally. 

Reginald  D.  Atkins 
Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix 

"RE;  statement  by  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wednesday,  February  3,  1999 
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Sub j : Peltier's  statement-Feb  6th 

Statement  by  Leonard  Peltier  for  February  6,  1999 

Greetings  friends  and  supporters. 

On  this  day  my  spirit  continues  to  remain  hopeful  and  my  heart  strong 
knowing  that  we  are  right  in  our  struggle  for  my  freedom  and  the 
liberation  of  my  people.  I want  to  thank  you  for  your  work  and  for  the 
sacrifices  you  have  made  on  my  behalf.  Twenty-three  years  is  a very 
long  time  and  I sometimes  grow  tired  and  frustrated  but  it  is  thanks 
to  you  that  I do  not  give  up.  I know  that  in  unity  and  in  solidarity  we 


will  be  successful  and  that  one  day  we  will  work  side  by  side  in  the 
struggle  for  liberation  and  justice  for  all  First  Nations  Peoples-for 
all  oppressed  peoples. 

It  is  among  yourselves  and  within  your  communities  that  you  have  real 
power.  You  have  the  power  to  talk  to  one  another  and  break  down  the 
isolation  created  by  the  dominant  culture  that  fears  you  realizing  your 
potential  to  stand  together  in  unity.  Despite  the  suffering  I feel  and 
the  torturous  years  of  imprisonment  that  I have  endured,  deep  down  I 
have  no  regrets  in  fighting  for  my  people-in  fighting  for  what  is  right. 
It  is  out  of  urgent  necessity  and  with  strong  conviction  that  we  must 
speak  out  and  organize  against  forces  that  want  to  enslave  us,  rob  us 
of  our  humanity  and  separate  us  from  each  other  and  from  the  Earth. 

I am  told  that  the  pressure  being  put  on  the  Canadian  Minister  of 
Justice,  Anne  Me  Clellan  to  release  the  report  on  my  extradition  is 
having  an  affect.  This  is  just  another  example  of  how  in  unity,  we  can 
be  successful.  But,  we  must  continue  our  work  and  we  must  continue 
this  work  in  unity  and  with  respect  and  tolerance  of  one  another. 

I hope  that  many  of  you  will  be  able  to  attend  the  conference  this  Dune 
and  that  meanwhile  you  will  continue  your  activities.  The  recently  gained 
freedom  of  Wolverine,  Geronimo  Hi  Jaga  Pratt,  and  the  Irish  Nationalist 
H-Block  3 prisoners  is  proof  that  we  too  can  and  will  prevail.  Again,  I 
thank  you  for  your  work  and  I am  moved  by  the  intensity  of  activity  on 
my  behalf  on  this  day. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
OFFICER  FOUND  CHILDREN  SLEEPING  AFTER  SHOOTING 
Canadian  Press,  February  5,  1999  by  Carol  Harrington 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

TSUU  T'INA  RESERVE,  Alta.  (CP)  - Five  young  children  were  quietly 
sleeping  in  a basement  while  Connie  Jacobs  lay  dead  on  the  floor  in  a pool 
of  blood  upstairs.  That  was  what  RCMP  Const.  Terry  Scotland  found  when  he 
entered  Jacobs  home  after  another  officer  shot  and  killed  the  woman  and  her 
nine-year-old  son,  Ty,  last  March. 

Testifying  Thursday  at  a fatality  inquiry  into  the  deaths,  Scotland  said 
he  quickly  found  three  children  sleeping  under  a blanket  on  a hideaway  bed 
in  the  basement.  He  then  frantically  searched  for  the  two  youngest 
children,  aged  six  months  and  two  years.  He  found  them  asleep  under  a pile 
of  dirty  clothes  on  the  floor  by  the  laundry  area. 

The  children  were  awakened  by  police  dressed  in  tactical  gear  and 
carrying  weapons.  "They  seemed  to  accept  our  presence  and  spoke  to  us  like 
we  were  a friend  of  the  family  or  something  like  that,"  Scotland  said. 

Jacobs,  37,  and  Ty  were  killed  by  a single  shotgun  blast  from  the  gun  of 
Const.  Dave  Voller.  Voller  had  been  called  to  their  home  on  this  reserve 
southwest  of  Calgary  after  a band  social  worker  and  tribal  police  said 
Jacobs  threatened  them  with  a rifle.  The  social  worker  and  tribal  police 
went  to  the  house  to  apprehend  her  four  children  and  two  grandchildren 
after  a dispute  between  Jacob  and  her  husband. 

Voller,  a 17-year  RCMP  veteran,  has  said  he  found  Jacobs  on  the  porch 


with  a rifle.  He  told  her  three  times  to  put  down  the  gun  and  when  she 
allegedly  shot  at  him,  he  returned  fire. 

The  evidence  so  far  is  inconclusive  as  to  whether  Jacobs  fired  the  gun, 
a gunpowder  residue  expert  testified  earlier  this  week. 

The  inquiry,  headed  by  provincial  court  Judge  Thomas  Goodson,  will  try 
to  determine  what  happened  on  the  reserve  southwest  of  Calgary  and  how  to 
prevent  it  from  happening  again.  He  cannot  lay  blame. 

Scotland,  who  was  the  first  person  to  enter  the  Jacobs  house  about  four 
hours  after  the  shooting,  spent  most  of  Thursday  testifying  about  the  crime 
scene  and  the  RCMPs  cross-cultural  training.  Scotland  testified  he  arrived 
near  the  scene  a few  hours  after  the  shooting.  Voller  was  "stressed  and 
upset,"  Scotland  said.  "I  may  have  hit  her.  I'm  not  sure,  I'm  not  sure," 
Voller  told  Scotland. 

In  a snowstorm,  RCMP  approached  the  Jacobs  house  and  found  a bare  foot 
sticking  out  the  opened  front  door.  Just  inside  the  door,  Jacobs  and  her 
son  were  dead,  lying  side  by  side.  Jacobs  head  was  slumped  over  a rifle, 
Scotland  said.  "Once  I got  inside  the  residence  I knelt  beside  Mrs.  Jacobs 
and  there  was  blood  smeared  and  smattered."  Scotland  said  he  pried  the  gun 
from  Jacob's  hand,  then  searched  the  basement  for  the  children.  "Blood  had 
seeped  through  the  cracks  of  the  floors  upstairs  and  collected  on  the 
basement  floor,"  he  said. 

Scotland  was  asked  about  the  amount  of  cross-cultural  instruction  he 
received  from  the  RCMP.  He  said  when  he  first  trained  to  become  a police 
officer  he  learned  about  aboriginals,  Mennonites  and  Hutterites,  for  one 
hour  a day  during  a six-month  period.  "It  was  a good  introduction  for  me," 
Scotland  said. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  has  accused  the  RCMP  of  racial  bias  in  the 
shooting. 

An  RCMP  inquiry  has  cleared  Voller  of  any  wrongdoing  and  found  no 
evidence  of  racism. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd . org> 

Sub j : Kalpulli  Yetlanezi-Tolteka  13  Newsletter 

Gary, 

Good  day  to  reflect.  I'm  getting  prepared  to  drive  up  to  Rapid  City 
tomorrow  evening,  to  join  the  walk  to  support  the  Tatanka  Oyate. 

I am  offering  my  latest  newsletter  effort  to  you.  I've  been  doing  lots  of 
reflecting  since  my  return  from  Teotihuakan,  and  put  some  of  them  thoughts 
down  in  this  newsletter.  Anyway,  take  care,  you  and  your  wife  and  family 
and  many  blessings  from  our  Kalpulli.. 

Xiquihkuilo  nehuatzin  inin  tlahtolli  (I  write  these  words)  and  offer  them 
to  you  in  good  spirits  and  in  the  recognition  of  our  combined  efforts  and 
sacrifices . 

NOT  HISPANIC  NOT  LATINO  NOT  MESTIZO 

Mexika  Tiahui 
Kualli  Tonalli 

May  the  spirits  of  our  ancestors  and  our  elders  continue  to  provide  us  with 
the  wisdom,  humbleness,  dignity  and  courage  to  stay  committed  to  our  path, 
Mexikayotl,  our  Red  Road,  and  to  the  struggles  of  all  Indigenous  People 

TEACHINGS  AND  REFLECTIONS  FROM  TEOTIHUAKAN 

Tiahui!  Tiahui!  Tiahui!  Tiahui!  These  were  the  words  that  we  all  shouted 
in  unison  as  Tonatiuh  (Father  Sun)  was  slowly  setting  in  the  west.  The 
copal  was  burning  with  the  aroma  and  smoke  filling  the  air  around  us.  The 


huehuetl  was  reverberating  with  the  loud  thumps  of  a pulsating  heart  while 
the  caracol  was  sounded  by  Ehekatl  Mitl,  4times  before  the  sun  would 
eventually  set.  As  I looked  to  the  west  and  the  evening  sky  I had  the 
feeling  as  though  our  Mexika/Tolteka  ancestors  were  looking  down  at  us  with 
these  big  smiles  of  appreciation  on  their  faces,  for  we  the  Mexika  are 
returning.  After  the  ceremony  concluded  we  had  just  enough  time,  my  family, 
our  Kalpulli  and  I,  to  bid  our  farewells  to  our  Maestro/Elder  Tlakaelel  and 
our  Mexika  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Kalmekak  De  Tonantzin  in 
Teotihuakan.  With  strong  abrazos  of  love,  gratitude  and  spirit  we  were  all 
left  with  an  empty  feeling  as  we  drove  away,  down  the  mountain.  Glancing 
back  at  the  group,  as  they  stood  standing  and  waving  their  hands,  you  could 
see  tears  on  the  faces  of  some  and  of  course  tears  on  the  faces  of  some  in 
our  own  van. 

We  had  just  concluded  a ten-day  stay  at  the  Kalmekak  de  Tonantzin,  a 
Mexika/Native  American  school  that  is  currently  under  construction  in  the 
mountains  overlooking  the  pyramids  of  Teotihuakan  in  Cemanahuak  (Mexico). 

It  is  a very  humble  construction,  with  most  of  the  materials  being  of 
recycled  stock.  The  nails  and  wood  are  all  second  hand.  Myself  as  well  as 
other  members  of  our  Kalpulli  were  honored  to  participate  in  laying  down 
the  bricks  and  foundation  of  the  actual  Kalmekak  (school),  the  building 
that  would  house  us  during  the  10  days  of  classes  and  danza.  The  climb  up 
the  steep  mountainside  was  not  an  easy  task;  so  getting  building  materials 
up  there  has  been  a rather  slow  process.  They  could  certainly  use  some 
strong  young  bodies  down  there.  The  site  of  the  Kalmekak,  and  the  soon  to 
be  built  Tekpan  (Pyramid)  De  Paz,  is  situated  about  2 miles,  northwest  up 
in  the  mountains  overlooking  the  ancient  town  of  Teotihuakan  and  the 
pyramids.  The  landscape  is  covered  with  nopal  and  maguey  plants,  virtually 
untouched  since  the  time  that  our  ancestors  walked  this  land.  We  had  the 
luxury  of  having  a small  kitchen  on  site,  so  our  daily  meal  consisted  of 
frijoles,  tortillas,  nopales,  and  of  course  chilli.  They  call  our  Mexika 
food,  Vitamina  T.  You  know,  tortillas,  tostadas,  tacos,  tamales.  It  was  no 
picnic,  but  no  one  seemed  to  mind  or  complain. 

During  our  stay  the  pyramids  of  Teotihuakan  were  always  in  our  line  of 
sight,  and  we  could  not  help  but  imagine  that  we  were  all  in  a different 
period  in  time.  Our  teachers,  our  songs,  our  Danza,  and  our  prayers  brought 
the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  landscape  to  life  everyday.  The  Kalmekak  will 
be  open  to  all  people,  year  round.  It  will  be  the  site  of  Mexika,  Mayan, 
Lakota  and  all  Native  American  teachings  for  our  children.  People  of 
different  backgrounds  will  be  encouraged  to  teach  there,  even  if  it  is  for 
just  one  day.  People  are  already  living  on  site  and  a small  office  space  is 
being  leased  in  San  Martin  de  los  Piramides,  to  handle  communication  needs. 
But  the  thing  that  will  attract  people  from  all  over  the  world  will  be  the 
spiritual  connection  with  our  land  and  with  our  ancestors.  There  are  no 
words  to  describe  the  feelings  of  walking  in  the  same  footsteps  of  our 
ancestors.  Young  people  have  to  feel  it  and  experience  it,  not  read  about 
it  in  books  or  see  it  on  TV.  I know  that  some  of  you  are  in  places  that 
will  find  it  difficult  to  realize  a journey,  anytime  soon.  For  you  I offer 
our  words  and  prayers  and  hope  that  you  accept  them  in  the  good  spirit  in 
which  they  are  given  to  you,  but  someday  we  will  all  make  the  connection. 

Our  Kalpulli  made  the  journey  to  Teotihuakan,  at  the  invitation  of 
Kalpulli  Koakalko,  the  host  Kalpulli.  This  trip  came  at  a very  good  time 
for  us  due  to  the  growth  of  our  Mexika/Indigenous  movement  here  in  the  north 
and  the  development  of  our  own  spiritual  and  cultural  identities.  Many  of 
you  were  notified  that  we  would  be  making  this  trip  and  you  were  in  our 
prayers.  But  you  see  we  needed  this  trip.  My  wife  Xochimeh,  my  daughter 
Ollin  Tochtli,  my  son  Mazatl  and  my  nephews  Tepechehuaz  and  Ocelot  all 
needed  to  experience  this  journey.  There  is  a tremendous  amount  of  energy 
being  expanded  to  help  all  Indigenous  struggles.  Whether  it's  Mexika, 

Lakota,  Chumash,  Raramuri,  Tsalagi,  Maya,  Crow,  Ojibwa,  Seminole,  Dine, 

Hopi,  Apache,  Purpecha,  Dakota,  Taino,  Iroqouis,  Choctaw,  Zapotec,  Toltek, 
Pima,  Kickapoo,  Chichimeka  or  the  hundreds  of  other  Nations  that  walked  and 
cared  for  this  land,  we  are  all  the  same  and  all  spiritually  and  physically 
connected.  We  are  the  Red  (red-bronze)  people  that  were  put  on  this  land  by 
our  Creator,  Ometeotl.  We  were  not  put  on  this  land  to  own  it  or  buy  little 
parcels  of  it  and  build  huge  monstrosities  of  steel  and  metal.  We  were  not 


put  on  this  land  to  massacre  the  wolf,  the  eagle,  the  Buffalo,  the  coyote, 
the  deer  or  the  bear.  We  were  not  put  on  this  land  to  reap  huge  profits 
from  mining  it  and  ripping  huge  holes  in  it,  our  Tonantzin  Tlalli  (Mother 
Earth).  And  we  were  certainly  not  put  on  this  land  to  build  imaginary 
borders  and  dividing  lines,  both  external  and  internal,  so  that  we  could 
argue  about  who  this  property  belongs  to,  or  who  that  property  belongs  to, 
or  don't  cross  over  here  or  go  over  there,  etc,  etc.  The  land  is  not 
property.  It  is  our  Mother,  which  gives  us  life  and  nurtures  us.  Everything 
on  the  land  is  related  to  us,  and  to  one  another.  The  Creator  put  us  here 
(didn't  cross  any  Bering  Strait  to  get  here,  by  the  way)  to  take  care  of 
it,  so  that  our  children  and  grandchildren  could  live  in  harmony  with  each 
other  and  of  course  to  live  in  harmony  with  Tonantzin.  It's  not  real 
difficult  to  understand  this  or  acknowledge  this.  But  507  years  of  a 
"Colonization  Overdose"  can  do  some  rather  bizarre  things  to  one's  spirit 
and  psyche.  So  the  trip  to  Teotihuakan  to  learn  more  about  Mexikayotl, 
Nahuatl,  natural/herbal  medicine,  healing,  Mexika  Danza,  history,  the 
Mexika  Sunstone  (Aztec  Calendar),  and  our  ceremonies  definitely  assisted  us 
in  refocusing  our  own  energy.  Kind  of  a self-check  to  ask  ourselves  what  is 
it  that  we,  the  Mexikah/Chicanos/Mexicanos  in  El  Norte,  are  really 
searching  for  and  what  are  we  trying  to  connect  with?  For  the  most  part, 
the  Mexika  and  all  Native  Nations  have  been  systematically  assimilated  for 
such  a long  time  by  the  European  -American  culture.  When  one  awakens  from 
this  assimilation  overdose,  the  first  feeling,  naturally,  is  one  of  anger, 
maybe  followed  by  some  sadness  for  our  loss  and  then  a yearning  and  passion 
to  learn  about  our  own  culture  with  the  hope  of  recapturing  what  was  once 
ours.  We  welcome  this  planting  of  the  seed  in  our  spirit  and  the 
re-awakening  of  the  ancestral  soul.  But  when  one  loses  focus  of  our  own 
current  individual  journey,  pain  and  suffering  and  instead  focus  on  the  EGO 
and  the  past,  then  we  may  need  to  pause,  listen  and  actually  see  what  is 
happening  around  us,  again.  Check  our  streets  and  see  what  507  years  of 
colonization  and  assimilation  has  done  to  our  people.  I am  referring  to  our 
youth  on  the  streets,  the  elders  living  in  poverty,  our  own  youth  killing 
our  own  youth,  the  intimidation  and  abuse  at  the  hands  of  the  Police, 
Sheriffs,  and  prisons,  the  abuse  of  drugs  and  alcohol,  and  the  terrible 
abuse  of  our  mothers,  wives  and  daughters.  I don't  need  to  continue  I'm 
sure  you  get  the  picture  and  feel  the  pain. 

We  are  Mexika  living  in  a modern  world,  not  living  in  1519.  We  don't  wear 
the  traditional  clothing,  but  that  does  not  make  us  any  less  Mexika  nor  any 
less  indigenous  to  this  soil.  We  are  dealing  with  a 507  year  detour,  with 
no  options  but  to  find  our  own  way  home.  Some  will  make  it  home  sooner  than 
others,  some  will  take  a little  more  time,  and  some  may  not  want  to  come 
home  anymore  because  they  like  their  new  homes  better.  But  we  are  all  on 
individual  journeys.  Unless  you  know  what  it  is  you  are  truly  searching  for 
and  feel  it  in  your  heart  and  spirit,  you  may  wind  up  walking  on  roads  that 
will  take  you  further  away  from  our  true  home.  So  as  we  learn  more  about 
our  "stolen"  cultures  and  identities  let  us  use  this  knowledge  and  wisdom 
to  live  in  balance  in  1999.  Not  all  of  us  will  have  the  same  intensity  or 
the  same  passion  for  our  re-awakening  as  a Nation.  But  we  all  have  a role 
to  play  in  its  revival.  Some  are  warriors,  some  are  poets,  some  are 
builders,  and  some  will  remain  in  total  silence  and  let  their  actions  speak 
for  them.  But  we  all  have  something  to  contribute. 

There  are  many  that  want  to  learn  Nahuatl.  Nahuatl  is  the  language  that 
was  spoken  by  our  ancestors  and  is  still  spoken  today  by  millions  in 
Mexico.  So  now  many  of  us  modern  Mexika  are  trying  to  learn  Nahuatl, 
because  it  was  taken  away  from  us  and  by  learning  our  language  again  it  may 
put  us  closer  to  our  ancestors.  Nahuatl  is  a very  beautiful  and  metaphoric 
language,  which  loses  a lot  of  it's  meaning  when  it  is  written  down.  Our 
Nahuatl  maestro  (teacher)  told  us  that  so  many  people  want  to  learn  Nahuatl 
today,  just  to  boast  to  others  that  they  can  speak  it.  Others  learn  it  so 
that  they  can  communicate  their  illegal  activities,  undetected  by  police. 
Our  ancestors  to  communicate  with  each  other  spoke  Nahuatl.  Our  ancestors 
to  talk  to  our  spirits  and  to  nature  and  the  universe  around  them  spoke 
Nahuatl.  Nahuatl  was  used  to  resist  the  advancing  armies  of  Catholicism, 
capitalism  and  political  machines.  Nahuatl  kept  the  memories  of  our 
ancestors  and  our  oral  history  alive  in  our  hearts  and  in  our  spirits. 


There  was  no  need  to  boast  to  anyone  for  we  already  knew  that  our  strength 
laid  in  our  truth.  If  we  are  to  learn  Nahuatl  today,  then  do  it  in  the 
spirit  that  it  was  kept  alive  by  our  ancestors,  they  died  keeping  it  real 
for  us.  It  is  them  that  you  are  honoring  when  you  speak  any  of  our  ancient 
languages.  Say  a small  prayer  to  our  ancestors  and  thank  them  for  what  they 
did  for  us  to  keep  our  languages  alive.  And  then  in  the  evening  honor  each 
other  with  words  of  encouragement  and  of  indigenous  unity.  Doesn't  matter 
if  you  still  call  yourselves  Catholic  or  Christian;  we're  still  all 
indigenous.  Don't  matter  what  street  colors  you  wear.  We  are  all  in  pain 
and  we  are  all  tired  of  being  oppressed  and  colonized.  Look  to  the  four 
directions  and  call  out  their  names,  Tlalok,  Huitzilopochtli , Quetzalkoatl 
and  Tezkatlipoka . Then  honor  Tonantzin  Tlalli  (Mother  Earth)  and  Tonatiuh 
(Father  Sol).  When  you  finish  your  prayers,  finish  it  off  by  saying 
OMETEOTL.  Incorporate  this  into  your  daily  lives,  and  then  see  what  results 
from  it.  This  is  not  worshipping;  it  is  acknowledgement  and  giving  thanks 
that  we  are  still  here.  And  if  you're  not  ready  to  do  this  yet,  we'll  wait. 
After  all  our  ancestors  waited  500  years.  Kuauhtemok  has  already  instructed 
us  what  to  do,  and  that  was  over  475  years  ago. 

Spirit  is  not  a ghost  or  poltergeist.  Spirit  is  what  is  leading  us  all 
back  to  our  ancestors.  You  can't  see  it  or  feel  it  but  you  know  that  it 
feels  good.  Spirit  is  what  tells  me  that  Mexikah  never  practiced  Human 
Sacrifices,  as  described  by  the  Spanish  Codices.  The  ancestral  spirit  tells 
me  not  to  believe  the  Spanish/European/American  version  of  our  history.  The 
Spanish  version  of  history  tells  us  that  we  were  pagans  all  possessed  by 
the  devil.  The  word  "devil"  didn't  even  exist  in  our  languages,  but  thanks 
to  Spanish  Church  that  matter  was  cleared  up.  Based  on  the  teachings  that 
were  provided  to  us  in  Teotihuakan,  I recommend  that  you  pay  close 
attention  to  the  books  written  about  our  people.  What  is  written  about 
Mexika,  Mayan  and  all  the  others  is  based  largely  on  the  experiences  and 
accounts  of  Spanish  and  European  citizens.  They  may  tell  us  that  Mexika 
people  assisted  them  in  recounting  our  histories,  but  our  ancestors  did  not 
give  away  any  of  our  true  knowledge  to  them  but  instead  they  told  the 
Spaniards  much  more  different  stories,  often  more  romantic  just  to  please 
(and  avoid  punishment)  the  Spanish/Hispanics . Please  don't  stop  reading  the 
books,  just  be  more  aware  that  what  you  are  reading  will  be  a very  biased 
and  twisted  version  of  what  actually  occurred.  If  the  invaders  and 
conquerors  write  the  history,  then  this  is  not  the  truth  but  just 
HIS-STORY.  Our  real  story  is  not  written.  Our  true  story  is  hidden  in  your 
bones  and  in  your  hearts. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  there  are  so  many  of  you  that  are  returning  to  our 
Mexika  reality  and  true  home.  As  we  all  search  for  our  collective  identity 
let  us  also  search  for  our  own  identity  as  well.  Don't  use  anger  as  a tool 
for  acquiring  knowledge.  Don't  use  revenge  to  learn  our  languages.  Don't 
use  jealousy  or  envy  to  stop  others  from  learning.  And  don't  forget  that 
wherever  you  may  be  our  Creator,  Ometeotl  has  already  forgiven  us  for  any 
wrongs  that  we  may  have  committed  and  any  mistakes  that  we  may  have  been 
guilty  of.  Now  forgive  yourself.  We  cannot  move  forward  unless  we  honor  all 
our  struggles  and  acknowledge  our  faults  and  shortcomings.  Remember  this, 
all  Mexikah,  all  Chicanos,  all  Brown  Berets,  the  Aztlan  Nation,  Media,  and 
whatever  else  you  call  yourselves,  we  are  all  linked  and  connected  by  our 
"Indian"  blood,  not  European  blood  but  our  Indigenous  sangre.  Our 
Mexicayotl  is  a wide  road  with  enough  room  for  all  struggles,  ideas, 
concepts  and  visions.  The  trick  is  to  walk  down  the  same  road  together, 
with  all  voices  and  spirits  merging  as  one  but  respected  as  individuals. 

We  have  to  put  a stop  to  the  drive  bys,  the  in  fighting,  the  gang  wars, 
and  the  disrespect  for  each  other.  The  wisdom  of  our  Elders  and  the  wisdom 
of  our  veteranos  will  provide  us  the  spirit  to  stop  the  madness.  But  who 
will  do  it?  Who  will  lead? 

We  understand  that  the  actions  of  a few  ignorant  people  will  result  in  the 
manifestation  of  anger,  hate  and  revenge.  We  really  can't  stop  this  process 
nor  can  we  offer  you  an  immediate  change  in  the  way  we  have  been  colonized 
and  oppressed.  But  keep  this  in  mind.  The  Euro-American  Culture  puts  away 
more  youths  in  prison  than  any  other  culture  or  country  on  this  planet. 
Prisons  are  a business;  they  are  a booming  business.  And  the  dominant 
culture  knows  that  we  are  angry  and  vengeful  because  of  what  we  have 


experienced  since  1492.  So  they  bait  us,  they  manipulate  us,  they 
antagonize  us,  and  they  badger  us  until  we  bite  and  then  they  just  reel 
another  one  of  us  in  and  lock  us  away. 

As  of  this  writing,  many  of  us  will  be  joining  the  Lakota  Nation  on  a 507 
Mile  spiritual  walk,  from  South  Dakota  to  Yellowstone  Park.  The  Buffalo  are 
being  slaughtered  by  the  state  of  Montana  and  it  has  to  stop.  The  Lakota 
Nation  has  asked  for  all  Nations  to  join  the  walk  so  we  can  bring  awareness 
to  not  only  the  killing  of  the  Buffalo,  but  to  begin  uniting  all  First 
Nations.  We  will  be  fasting  for  Leonard  Peltier,  for  Mumia,  for 
Tezkatlipoka  (Muniz)  and  Luis  V.  Rodriguez,  for  all  political  and  colonized 
prisoners.  If  you  wish  to  pray  and  fast  as  well,  then  begin  on  the  dawn  of 
February  7th,  when  we  begin  the  walk. 

Tiahui  to  all  the  Circles  that  have  formed  in  your  respective  institutions. 
Tiahui  to  all  new  readers  from  Pelican  Bay  (SHU),  Leavenworth,  Rahway, 
Attica,  and  Beeville. 

Stay  Strong  in  the  Struggles  and  Don't  Use  Anger  Against  the  oppressors, 
that's  what  they  expect.  Resistance  does  not  mean  passiveness,  nor  laying 
down  your  weapons. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  ancestors,  I offer  a prayer  to  the  four  directions 
In  the  tradition  of  our  elders,  I offer  you  a smudge  of  copal  and  sage. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  tlamatinimeh,  I have  humbly  offered  you  these  few 
lines,  inin  tlahtolli.. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  Kalpulli,  I offer  you  a safe  haven  and  resting 
place,  until  the  next  struggle  or  journey  commences 
IN  TONAN  IN  TOTA  OMETEOTL.. 

Tlazohkamati, 

Kalpulli  Yetlanezi-Tolteka  13 
Aurora-Chicago,  IL-Teotihuakan 
Tekpatltzin  (tlatohkan) 

Huitziloxipe  , Chicometochtli 

Xochimeh,  Ollin  Tochtli,  Mazatl,  Tepechehuaz,  Ocelotl,  Camila,  Dulio 

"RE : Little  Rock  Reed  Needs  Input  for  Article"  

Date:  Fri,  05  Feb  1999  10:29:41  -0500 

From:  Carmen  Shuler  <shulerc@gactr . uga .edu>  (by  way  of  Peter  d'Errico) 

Sub j : Little  Rock  Reed  needs  input  for  article 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Little  Rock  Reed  has  recently  been  released  from  parole  by  the  State 
of  Ohio  following  Ohio  Supreme  Court  consideration  of 
evidence  of  a conspiracy  by  Ohio  prison  officials  against  him. 

Little  Rock  Reed  is  the  editor  of  "The  American  Indian  in 
the  White  Man's  Prisons:  A Story  of  Genocide".  He  authors  several  of 
the  book's  chapters  and  has  spoken  nationally  about  the  injustices 
that  Native  American  inmates  face  in  federal  and  state  prisons. 

The  book  contains  an  appendix  summarizing  the  findings  of 
the  "Survey  of  American  Indian  Spiritual  and  Cultural  Programming  in 
the  Prisons  of  North  America  (Canada  and  United  States)  conducted  by 
the  Native  American  Prisoner's  Rehabilitation  Research  Project 
(NAPRRP)  in  1992-93. 

Mr.  Reed  is  now  writing  a law  review  article  on  Native  American 
prisoner  issues  for  the"3ournal  of  Race  and  Law"  (Ann  Arbor, 

Michigan).  He  asks  for  your  immediate  response  with  information  on 
the  status  of  Native  American  prisoners  around  the  nation  (good 
and  bad  news). 

He  needs  your  immediate  input  regarding  the  current  state  of 
religious  freedom  for  indigenous  inmates,  incarceration  policies  and 
procedures,  correctional  staff  training,  grooming  codes,  pending 
lawsuits,  resolved  lawsuits,  etc.. 

Please  call  him  @ 505-266-2209.  Because  of  his  recent  release  from 
parole,  he  is  not  financially  able  to  return  long  distance  calls,  so 
please  call  back  until  you  reach  him  as  necessary. 

Or,  send  e-mail  updates  to  Mr.  3oe  Winter  and  he  will  get  your  input 


to  Little  Rock. 

Send  e-mail  to  jwinter@unm.edu. 

Your  immediate  response  is  vital  to  the  success  of  this  journal 
article. 

Sources  can  remain  confidential  as  requested.  According  to  Mr.  Reed, 
the  intent  of  the  article  is  to  give  general  overviews  of  situations, 
not  to  name  particular  persons  or  prisons. 

Please  forward  this  message  to  anyone  whom  might  be  able  to 
contribute  information. 

Thank  you. 

Carmen  Shuler 

"RE : Artist  Demonstrates  Traditions  to  Students"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Feb  1999  13:30:24  -0600 
From:  "3ohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  02-08-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Native  American  artist  demonstrates  traditions  to  elementary  students 
By  NANCY  COOK-SENN 
Shawnee  News-Star 
1/07/99 

Joseph  W.  Rice,  Native  American  traditionalist,  bead  worker  and  lecturer, 
talks  with  students  at  North  Rock  Creek  Elementary  School  about  culture, 
traditional  ways,  and  the  time  and  care  it  takes  to  produce  good  art. 

Bonnie  Hutton's  art  classes  and  Patricia  Brown's  Title  VII  classes  at 
North  Rock  Creek  Elementary  School  recently  were  host  to  Joseph  W.  Rice, 
Native  American  traditionalist,  bead  worker  and  lecturer. 

Through  an  Oklahoma  Arts  Council  alternative  grant.  Rice  spent  several 
days  working  and  sharing  with  upper  elementary  students. 

"He  demonstrated  loom  bead  work,  gourd  beading  techniques  and  emphasized 
his  cultural  roots  and  how  bead  work  is  used,"  Hutton  told  me.  "The 
students  really  enjoyed  it  and  responded  positively  in  so  many  ways. 

"I  think  one  of  the  most  important  lessons  they  learned  was  that  art 
takes  time  and  patience  --  even  in  a microwave  age,  good,  satisfying 
results  can  take  time." 

Each  art  student  made  a bead  work  bracelet  or  a corncob  design.  About  40 
students  were  part  of  the  project  groups  and  the  rest  of  the  school 
visited  with  Rice  and  saw  the  work  in  progress. 

"This  was  something  we  had  not  done  before  and  each  student  had  a 
successful  project  to  take  home,"  Hutton  said.  "Most  are  wearing  their 
bracelets  and  the  corncob  patterns  are  on  display  at  school." 

Brown's  students  discussed  cultural  heritage  with  Rice,  visited  the 
tepee  he  had  set  up  and  viewed  his  bead  work. 

Joseph  W.  Rice,  artist-in-residence  with  the  Oklahoma  Arts  Council,  says 
he  enjoys  his  presentations  and  hopes  to  instill  a better  understanding  of 
Native  American  ways  and  values  through  demonstrations  and  hands-on 
instruction . 

He  is  of  Sac-Fox,  Otoe  and  Potawatomie  heritage  and  was  born  and  raised 
in  the  Prague  and  Meeker  areas.  His  work  is  shown  in  the  South  Plains 
Indian  Museum  in  Anadarko,  and  museums  and  galleries  in  New  Mexico, 

Arizona  and  Oklahoma.  He  was  a craftsman  participant  for  the  Smithsonian's 
Festival  of  American  Folklife  in  1982  and  has  worked  on  the  staff  of 
Oklahoma's  Red  Earth  Festival. 

Among  many  other  pursuits.  Rice  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  and 
received  auctioneer  training  at  Gordon  Cooper  Vo-Tech. 

"RE;  Tribal  jurisdiction  and  Russell  Means"  

Date:  Sat,  06  Feb  1999  21:26:13  -0500 
From:  Gayle  S <gayles@delphi . com> 


Sub j : Tribal  jurisdiction  - and  Russell  Means 


American  Indian  activist  challenges  Navajo  courts 

By  ERICA  NOONAN 
Associated  Press  Writer 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  --  Sioux  actor  and  activist  Russell  Means  went  on 
trial  before  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  on  Saturday  in  a case  that  tests 
the  legitimacy  of  the  American  Indian  justice  system. 

The  court  convened  at  Harvard  University  to  hear  an  assault  case  against 
Means,  a founder  of  the  American  Indian  Rights  movement  who  led  an 
uprising  at  Wounded  Knee,  S.D.,  and  has  appeared  in  such  films  as 
"Dances  With  Wolves." 

Means  is  accused  of  beating  his  father-in-law  in  1997  in  Arizona's 
Navajo  Nation,  but  as  an  Oglala  Sioux  he  insists  he  cannot  be  prosecuted  by 
another  tribe. 

Tribal  leaders  nationwide  are  watching  the  case,  since  it  could  mean  the 
erosion  of  their  rights  to  handle  crimes  on  their  own  lands. 

Means  claims  a federal  law  that  gave  Indian  tribes  the  right  to  prosecute 
nonmember  Indians  is  invalid  because  it  came  a year  after  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  ruled  a tribe's  judicial  powers  extend  only  to  members  of 
its  own  tribe. 

He  also  says  such  a rule  discriminates  against  Indians  not  belonging  to 
the  ruling  tribe. 

"If  you  assert  jurisdiction  over  Russell  Means,  you  deny  him  his  right 
to  equal  protection  under  the  Fifth  Amendment,"  said  Means'  attorney,  John 
Trebon . 

Means  was  in  Ecuador  on  Saturday  and  did  not  attend  the  hearing. 

In  1973,  members  of  the  Indian  rights  group  AIM  seized  the  hamlet  of 
Wounded  Knee  in  protest  against  reservation  conditions  and  the  federally 
backed  tribal  government. 

Means  emerged  a leader  in  the  two-month  standoff  that  ensued,  and 
shootouts  left  two  occupiers  dead  and  a federal  marshal  paralyzed. 

In  addition  to  his  activism.  Means  has  gained  recognition  through  roles 
in  such  movies  as  "Natural  Born  Killers"  and  "The  Last  of  the 
Mohicans . " 

Means  has  vowed  to  take  the  case  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  if  necessary. 
The  court  has  consistently  scaled  back  tribal  court  powers  over  the  past 
two  decades. 

With  intermarriage  and  intermingling  --  as  well  as  violent  crime  --  on 
the  rise  on  American  Indian  lands,  tribal  officials  want  more  control  over 
their  territories,  advocates  say. 

"Mr.  Means,  by  his  actions,  has  consented  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  and  he  became  part  of  the  community,"  said  Navajo  Nation 
prosecutor  Donovan  D.  Brown.  "If  the  court  rules  that  there  is  no 
jurisdiction,  within  the  Navajo  Nation  at  least,  it  will  create 
opportunities  for  illegal  activists  to  basically  go  unpunished." 

Brown  discounted  Trebon 's  arguments  that  Navajo  prosecution  violated 
Means'  civil  rights.  "The  Constitution  does  not  apply  to  the  Navajo 
nation,"  he  said.  "The  Navajo  Nation  predates  the  Constitution." 

The  hour-long  hearing  before  Navajo  Supreme  Court  justices  was  held  at 
Harvard  Law  School,  an  invitation  extended  by  the  school  because  of  the 
case's  importance,  the  university  said. 

Sitting  underneath  a Navajo  Nation  flag  bearing  a rainbow  and  buffalo, 
the  three  justices  took  the  case  under  advisement.  They  are  expected  to 
issue  a decision  in  several  weeks  from  their  headquarters  in  Arizona. 

"RE : Fontaine  Promises  Health  Help"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Feb  1999  00:04:38  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Phil  Fontaine  promises  $ for  Aboriginal  health 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FONTAINE  PLEDGES  BUDGET  WILL  BRING  HELP  FOR  NATIVE  HEALTH 


Canadian  Press,  February  1,  1999  by  Kevin  Carmichael 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - There  is  help  coming  in  the  federal  budget  to  address  the 
horrible  state  of  aboriginal  health.  National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  made  that 
pledge  Sunday  in  the  final  speech  of  a three-day  assembly  on  native  health 
issues.  The  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  wearing  a purple  shirt, 
one  button  undone,  spoke  without  notes. 

He  told  about  100  people  who  stayed  around  for  the  final  moments  of  the 
conference  that  they  could  be  pleasantly  surprised  with  what  the  federal 
government  has  in  store  to  help  them  deal  with  the  critical  issues  they 
discussed  during  the  weekend.  "The  suggestions  are  that  we  are  going  to  do 
reasonably  well,"  the  silver-haired  chief  from  Manitoba  said.  There  could 
be  funding  for  homecare,  diabetes,  mental  health  and  data  collection,  he 
suggested.  "From  what  I've  heard  here  the  last  three  days  these  are 
definitely  our  priorities." 

Fontaine  had  the  air  of  a man  who  knows  more  than  he's  at  liberty  to 
say.  Federal  budget  discussions  are  strictly  confidential.  Whether  he  is 
only  over-optimistic  will  be  determined  later  this  month  when  the  budget  is 
expected  to  be  released.  Fontaine  said  it  will  be  Feb.  17. 

The  national  chief  told  reporters  on  the  opening  day  of  the  conference 
that  $300  million  would  be  a good  start  to  address  native  health  issues. 

Judging  by  the  breadth  of  issues  discussed  during  the  weekend,  they 
could  probably  use  more  than  that.  The  special  health  assembly  opened  with 
the  release  of  a report  that  says  the  native  population  is  as  unhealthy  as 
overwhelming  anecdotal  evidence  suggests. 

Natives  smoke  at  twice  the  rate  of  the  general  population,  a certain 
signpost  of  a future  burden  on  the  health  system.  Aboriginals  are  more 
likely  to  have  diabetes,  cancer,  heart  disease,  hypertension  and  arthritis 
than  other  Canadians.  Almost  half  of  9,870  adult  natives  surveyed  said 
their  health  facilities  were  sub-standard.  "Our  people  are  in  crisis," 

Allan  Deleary,  health  director  for  the  AFN,  said  in  an  interview. 

There  was  some  good  news  in  the  report.  A majority  of  respondents  said 
their  children  were  in  good  or  excellent  physical  health. 

But  mental  health  might  be  something  else.  On  Saturday,  19  aboriginals 
under  the  age  of  28  re-arranged  chairs  in  a conference  room  to  form  a 
circle  and  told  each  other  harrowing  tales  about  their  lives.  A half-dozen 
young  women  were  most  vocal.  It  was  like  they  had  all  lived  the  same  lives. 
They  are  all  haunted  by  the  same  stereotypical  demons:  alcohol,  drugs, 
domestic  abuse,  teen  pregnancy,  street  violence,  indifference.  There  were 
two  separate  stories  of  eight-year-old  girls  so  tormented  that  they  figured 
out  how  to  hang  themselves. 

A young  health  officer  from  the  Yellow  Quill,  a reservation  of  800  in 
Saskatchewan,  noted  that  there's  money  for  things  like  early  childhood 
education  and  diabetes  but  nothing  for  mental  health  programs  for  young 
people.  "Everybody  talks  about  us,  but  they  don't  do  anything,"  said  a 
23-year-old  woman  originally  from  Maniwaki,  Ont.,  who  now  lives  in  Ottawa. 

The  conference  ended  with  an  agreement  to  push  forward  with  an  Assembly 
of  First  Nations  plan  to  design  a Convention  on  First  Nations  Health. 

"We're  always  responding  to  other  people's  agendas  or  other  people's 
aspirations  in  terms  of  what  they  think  we  need,"  Deleary  said  later.  "We 
know  what  we  want.  We  know  what  our  positions  are.  We  will  not  allow 
ourselves  to  be  having  to  respond  continually  to  unilateral  policy 
decisions.  This  positions  us  well  to  go  back  to  the  government  and  say  This 
is  what  our  needs  are." 

Deleary  said  their  demands  shouldn't  cause  governments  much 
consternation.  "As  the  national  chief  says,  our  needs  are  their  needs.  Our 
priorities  are  their  priorities." 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


RE:  Free  Seeds 


Date:  Fri,  5 Feb  1999  12:32:16  +0500 
From:  "Fred  Swader"  <fswader@reeusda.gov> 

Sub  j : FREE  SEEDS 

Mailing  List:  EIRP  <EIRP%WSUVMl.BITNET@cmsa. Berkeley. EDU> 

The  "America  the  Beautiful  Fund"  (ABF)  is  distributing  free  vegetable, 
herb,  and  flower  seeds  thru  its  "Operation  Green  Plant"  Program.  Seeds 
are  available  in  bulk  and  in  small  packets.  Since  1980,  ABF  has 
distributed  more  than  100  tons  of  seed  to  over  60,000  charitable  and 
educational  projects  in  the  US  and  overseas. 

Gardening  and  food  projects  at  food  banks,  homeless  shelters,  and 
community  action  agencies  have  received  seed  from  ABF.... 

For  further  information  and  orders,  contact  America  the  Beautiful  Fund 
1730  K St.,  NW,  Suite  102  , Washington,  DC  20006;  telephone  202-638-1649 


Fred  Swader 

Coordinator , Ext . Indian  Res. Prog. 

USDA-CSREES 
Ag  Box  2210 

Washington,  DC  20250-2210 
Phone  202-205-5853 
Fax  202-205-2244 
E-mail:  fswader@reeusda.gov 

"RE : Laughing  Road"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Ian  1999  17:23:34  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Laughing  Road 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

When  my  daughter  Karen  was  four  we  lived  in  Rio  Puerco  which  is  a 
housing  unit  in  Fort  Defiance,  they  are  square  and  box  like  apartments 
all  connected  to  one  another  in  four  and  five  one  story  complexes.  One 
of  our  neighbors  used  to  babysit  for  us  sometimes.  She  was  a McCabe 
girl  from  Sand  Springs. 

Sand  Springs  is  southwest  of  Second  Mesa  on  the  Turquoise  Trail  as  it 
is  called,  the  road  leading  to  it  is  a narrow  dirt  road  with  no  sign, 
so  you  have  to  have  faith  in  knowing  where  you  are  going  to  get  there. 

One  night  our  neighbor  needed  a ride  home,  and  so  my  wife  took  her  and 
my  daughter  Karen,  who  was  four  with  her.  My  wife  does  not  know  the 
reservation  so  this  was  an  adventure  for  her.  They  drove  to  Window  Rock 
and  then  west  past  Ganado  and  you  drive  and  drive.  I wasn't  home  so  I 
did  not  know  where  they  were  when  I got  back.  They  were  gone  for  a long 
time  and  then  they  finally  came  home  late.  My  wife  came  in  first,  my 
daughter  passed  her  in  the  doorway  and  ran  into  the  room  and  jumped  on 
the  couch. 

My  wife  was  explaining  their  trip,  she  said  she  did  not  know  how  far 
Sand  Springs  was  when  she  said  o.k.  to  the  ride.  My  daughter  was 
tugging  at  my  pants  leg  and  I wasn't  listening  to  her.  My  wife  told  me 
they  took  off  earlier  in  the  afternoon  and  drove  the  McCabe  girl  back 
home  to  her  parents'  place.  We  had  an  old  chevy  sedan  and  she  said  they 
had  gassed  up  at  Second  Mesa  and  went  off  the  road  to  Sand  Springs. 

The  area  is  pretty  much  barren  and  the  road  is  dry,  dusty  which  is  why 
it  is  called  Sand  Springs,  even  the  sage  brush  were  far  and  few 
between.  She  said  they  kept  on  driving  and  going  over  a number  of  small 
hills.  It  was  like  a roller  coaster,  my  daughter,  Karen  sat  in  the  back 
and  they  drove  on.  It  was  19  miles  off  the  road  and  they  crossed  a wash 
and  many  sand  dunes.  When  they  got  to  the  McCabes'  place  she  met  the 
father.  The  McCabe  family  was  preparing  to  relocate  due  to  the 


Navajo-Hopi  partition  of  lands  and  the  area  of  Sand  Springs  was  to 
given  to  the  Hopis.  The  area  was  sparse  because  many  families  had 
already  moved. 

Mr.  McCabe  is  a big  man  and  invited  them  to  eat,  which  they  did.  He 
related  the  family's  efforts  about  moving.  He  told  her  about  his  time 
on  the  tribal  council  and  the  loss  of  their  home  and  gave  them  a small 
tour  of  their  homesite  and  land.  The  McCabes  would  be  leaving  this  area 
forever.  It  was  a quiet  and  somber  discussion.  My  daughter  was  still 
pulling  on  my  leg  as  I listened. 

After  a while  it  was  time  to  go,  Karen  said.  Come  on  Mom,  we  have  to 
go.  The  McCabe  family  came  up  to  her  and  said  why  do  you  want  to  go  so 
soon.  She  looked  at  them  with  bright  eyes  and  said  because  "we  have  to 
go  on  the  Laughing  Road"  The  little  hills  made  her  stomach  whoozy  and 
she  liked  that  feeling.  My  daughter  was  standing  on  my  toes,  she  was 
chanting. . .yes  daddy,  the  laughing  road,  we  went  on  the  laughing 
road.... her  face  was  lit  up  and  happy.  I said.  Oh... 

When  I see  the  McCabe  family  who  now  live  off  reservation  where  they 
relocated,  they  always  ask  about  the  girl  on  the  laughing  road.  My 
daughter  is  a freshman  now  at  the  University  of  Utah.  We  visit  and 
talk,  my  wife  and  daughter  shared  a meal  that  will  always  be 
remembered.  It  is  a sad  thing  this  relocation,  but  it  is  there  still, 
the  Laughing  Road. 

John  Rustywire... 

"RE : Native  American  Prison  Chaplain"  

Date:  Fri,  05  Feb  1999  14:14:07  -0500 
From:  "Lynette  Avery"  <ALS02@doc . state . nc . us> 

Sub j : checking  to  see  if  you  are  on good  news 

**  High  Priority  ** 

hi  Gary need  to  send  you  some  good  news.  As  you  know  I work  for  the 

NC  Division  of  Prisons  (DOC)  . We  just  hired  our  first  native  american 
chaplain  this  week.  (I  have  pushed  for  this  a long  time)  The  Wisdom 
keeper  's  name  is  Ray  Littleturtle,  a Lumbee  Indian.  His  wife  "Kat"  is  a 
Cherokee  storyteller  and  will  be  assisting  him  within  the  prisons  here. 

Yea>>>>>>,  we  finally  made  into  these  walls lol.  Ray's  father  is 

the  medicine  man  for  the  Lumbee.  Will  try  to  get  you  some  better 
information  on  this  as  things  progress.  Check  the  current  files  to  see 

how  many  we  have  in  prisons  here 633  NA's  at  this  time.  So 

excited ..  just  wanted  to  tell  you lyn 

"RE;  Spiritual  Advisor's  Sacred  Pipe"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Feb  1999  22:09:44  -0500 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

Sub j : Spiritual  Advisor's  Sacred  Pipe:  Independent  Lab  Test  Results  Were 
Negative  for  THC 

FROM:  The  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere 

ORIGINAL  INCIDENT  POSTING  (1/18/99):  Spiritual  Advisor's  Sacred  Pipe 
Confiscated  by  Oklahoma  State  Prison  Guards  at  Lexington  Correctional  Center 
http: //www. lisn . net/religiousf reedom. htm#sacredpipe 

UPDATE  POSTING  (1/22/99):  Case  Pending:  Prison's  Simple  Field  Test  Kit 
Results  Not  Accepted  --  A More  Sophisticated  Test  Being  Conducted  With 
An  Independent  Lab 

http: //www. lisn . net/religiousf reedom. htm#pipeupdate 

TODAY'S  UPDATE  POSTING  (2/4/99):  Independent  Lab  Test  Results  Were 
Negative  for  THC 

Independent  Lab  Test  Results  were  returned  yesterday  for  Gary  Colbert, 
Sundancer,  LISN  member  and  Native  American  Prisoners  Spiritual  Advisor 


in  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  who  had  his  sacred  pipe  bowl  confiscated  by 
prison  guards  when  entering  the  Lexington  Correctional  Center  on 
Saturday,  January  16,  1999.  As  expected,  the  results  were  negative  for 
THC  - tetrahydrocannibols  - the  active  chemical  in  Cannabis  (marijuana). 
The  test  that  was  run  by  an  independent  lab  was  a GCMS  - Gas 
Chromatography  Mass  Spectrum  analysis.  The  lab,  located  in  Albuquerque, 
NM,  specializes  in  drug  detection  services  and  forensic  and 
criminalistic  testing. 

This  independent  lab  test  result  refutes  the  false  positive  results  of 
the  prison's  simple  field  test  kit  that  was  run  on  Colbert's  sacred  pipe 
bowl  following  a rough  and  disrespectful  search  of  his  sacred  bundle. 
According  to  the  prison  guards  who  conducted  the  search,  they  could 
"smell  marijuana"  in  the  pipe  bowl... thus,  the  confiscation  and  testing 
of  the  sacred  pipe  bowl.  — Full  incident  report  posted  at 
http: //www. lisn . net/religiousf reedom. htm#sacredpipe 

Since  Colbert  could  not  (and  would  not)  accept  the  findings  of  the 
Lexington  Correctional  Center's  field  test  kit  results,  he  contacted 
Doe  Winter,  who  is  affiliated  with  the  source  of  the  tobacco  used  in 
Colbert's  pipe.  Winter  is  a Professor  with  the  Department  of 
Anthropology,  University  of  New  Mexico  (UNM)  and  is  also  the  Director  of 
the  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program 
(TNAT)  at  UNM,  which  "provides  traditional  tobacco  seeds  at  no  cost  to 
all  Native  Americans  requesting  them,  as  long  as  they  agree  to  use  the 
resulting  tobacco  very  carefully,  in  prayers,  ceremonies  and  other 
traditional  contexts." 

— More  information  at  http://www.treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat.htm 

Having  already  collected  documentation  on  the  unreliability  of  the  field 
test  kits  used  by  prisons.  Professor  Winter  offered  to  arrange  testing 
for  Colbert's  pipe  bowl  at  an  independent  lab.  The  test  documentation 
that  Winter  received  earlier  this  week  indicated,  as  reported  above,  a 
negative  result  for  THC. 

Commenting  on  Colbert's  test  results  yesterday.  Winter  said,  "Again, 
this  really  makes  me  angry,"  because  these  simple  field  test  kits 
"appear  to  be  totally  undependable.  In  fact,  one  of  the  doctors  at  the 
lab  said  that  they  [field  test  kits]  give  false  negative  results  as 
often  as  they  give  false  positive  results."  He  further  surmised  that 
"it  seems  to  me  that  any  decent  defense  lawyer  could  get  anyone  off,  of 
charges  of  pot  use  in  a prison,  based  on  the  unreliability  of  these 
kits.  I wonder  how  many  men  and  women  who  have  been  found  guilty,  can 
get  off  on  appeals,  based  on  these  three  separate  tests  that  have  been 
run . " 

The  three  separate  tests  that  Winter  refers  to  are:  (1)  Gary  Colbert's 
test,  (2)  a Baraga,  MI,  prison  inmate,  and  (3)  a "control  test"  in  which 
Winter  tested  a sample  of  tobacco  from  the  Traditional  Native  American 
Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  with  the  field  test  kit  used  by 
prisons,  which  produced  a "positive"  test  result.  The  same  tobacco 
sample  was  tested  by  chemical  spectrum  analysis  at  an  independent  lab, 
which  produced  a "negative"  test  result  for  THC. 

The  remaining  case  documentation  reveals  that  a Native  American  inmate 
at  a prison  located  in  Baraga,  MI,  had  been  charged  with  Major 
Misconduct  - 039  Substance  Abuse  (Marijuana),  following  a strip  search 
when  entering  his  assigned  work  area.  The  individual  was  found  to  be 
carrying  a small  leather  pouch  (prayer  bundle)  that  contained  a "green 
leafy  substance  with  brown  particles  in  it"  and  was  thought  to  be 
marijuana.  The  pouch  was  confiscated  and  tested  with  the  field  test 
kit,  which  according  to  prison  documents  tested  "a  strong  positive 
reaction  indicating  that  the  substance  was  indeed  marijuana." 

However,  records  from  the  Michigan  Department  of  Correction  indicate 
that  when  the  case  was  turned  over  to  the  Michigan  State  Police  for 
possible  prosecution  of  criminal  charges,  "reexamination  of  the 
substance  by  the  MSP  crime  laboratory,  the  microscopic  and  chemical 
analysis  did  not  confirm  it  as  being  marijuana."  The  report  continues 
with  the  following:  "At  our  request,  the  MSP  lab  retested  the  material, 
again  with  negative  results.  They  then  tested  it  with  a field  test  kit 


similar  to  the  one  used  at  the  facility  [prison].  This  test  produced  a 
strong  positive  result,  as  did  our  original  test.  The  MSP  lab 
technician  concluded  that  the  material  contained  some  unknown  chemical 
which  produced  a false  positive  test  result  [when  using  a field  test 
kit].  The  criminal  proceedings  against  [the  prisoner]  were  dropped." 

The  issues  surrounding  the  confiscation  of  Gary  Colbert's  sacred  pipe 
raise  two  very  important  concerns  related  to  discrimination: 

(1)  Discrimination/Legal  Rights: 

As  discussed  in  an  earlier  posting,  the  field  test  kits  used  by  prisons 
are  discriminatory  in  nature  because  they  are  not  sophisticated  enough 
to  differentiate  between  nicotine  and  marijuana,  two  carbon  based 
formulas  (clusters  of  alkaloids),  and  thus,  to  be  able  to  isolate  and 
specifically  identify  one  or  the  other.  Therefore,  whether  a sacred 
pipe,  prayer  bundle  or  any  other  Native  American  spiritual  item 
containing  tobacco  is  confiscated  for  testing,  more  often  than  not  the 
prisons'  field  test  kits  may  well  produce  false  positive  results.  This 
false  positive  test  outcome  leads  to  serious  legal  ramifications. 

In  fact,  it  is  the  belief  of  a number  of  people  that  this  particular 
testing  anomaly  --  the  high  potential  for  false  positive  results  when 
using  field  test  kits  --  has  contributed  to  the  increasing  practice  of 
testing  sacred  pipes  and  other  related  spiritual  items  to  provide 
prisons  with  a "valid"  reason  to  terminate  the  religious  rights  of 
Native  American  inmates.  To  many  spiritual  advisors  or  inmates  who  have 
experienced  this  outcome,  it  appears  to  have  become  standard  procedure 
throughout  prison  systems  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

(2)  Discrimination/Religious  Rights: 

Gary  Colbert's  experience  with  the  Oklahoma  State  Prison  Guards  at 
Lexington  Correctional  Center  is  not  just  an  isolated  event.  One  only 
has  to  change  the  names  and  prison  locations,  but  the  disrespectful  and 
rough  handling  of  sacred  bundles  and  objects  by  prison  guards  is  a 
common  experience. 

Unfortunately,  too  many  prison  officials  and  guards  lack  the  knowledge 
to  understand  or  do  not  accept  Native  American  traditional  ceremonies 
and  therefore,  disregard  the  validity  of  these  spiritual  practices 
altogether.  Furthermore,  the  ability  to  conduct  Native  American 
ceremonies  in  prisons  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada  is  accorded  neither 
the  RIGHT,  nor  the  RESPECT  that  mainstream  religions  and  their  ministers 
experience.  It  should  be  emphasized  that  mainstream  religious  rights  are 
honored,  whereas  Native  Americans  are  frequently  DENIED  THEIR  RELIGIOUS 
RIGHTS. 

Finally,  the  bottom  line  is  that  when  individuals  are  caught  in  similar 
situations  as  described  above,  and  if  they  are  not  aware  that 
alternative,  more  reliable  testing  is  available,  these  individuals  are 
forced  to  accept  a prison's  arbitrary  test  results  which  produces  the 
double-edged  discrimination  outcome. 

(1)  The  individuals  face  possible  prosecution  of  criminal  charges  (legal 
rights) 

(2)  Native  American  religious  rights  are  further  disrespected  and 
invalidated  within  the  prison  system. 

If  the  general  public  is  unaware  of  the  increase  in  the  prison  system's 
discriminatory  actions  regarding  spiritual  ceremonies,  practices  and 
sacred  objects ...  and  if  the  public  is  unaware  of  the  arbitrary  use  of 
unreliable  testing  methods  as  well,  the  diminishment  of  Native  American 
legal  and  religious  rights  in  prisons  will  continue  to  go  unquestioned. 
This  information,  as  well  as  educational  materials,  should  be  broadly 
disseminated  to  the  general  public  and  within  the  prison  system  via  a 
well-planned  effort ...  before  this  practice  of  institutional 
discrimination  gets  any  further  out  of  hand. 

Contact  lisn2000@lisn.net  with  any  comments  or  questions. 

Special  Note  to  those  who  may  have  e-mailed  Warden  Steve  Hargett  with 


personal  comments  about  Gary  Colbert's  situation:  Any  e-mail  that  went 
out  during  the  week  of  January  18  is  just  now,  on  February  4th,  being 
returned  as  "undeliverable."  The  e-mail  address  that  had  been  included 
with  the  first  posting  was  "pasted"  directly  from  Warden  Hargett's  Home 
Page.  Because  of  this,  the  phone  and  fax  numbers  are  included  below. 
Telephone:  (405)  527-5676 
Fax:  (405)  527-4101 

Warden  Hargett's  Home  Page:  http://okcntx.doc.state.ok.us/docs/LARC.htm 

For  the  full  text  of  earlier  postings,  new  developments,  or  plan  of 
action  for  addressing  Native  American  legal  and  religious  rights  issues 
in  prisons,  please  visit  the  L.I.S.N.  web  site  at:  http://www.lisn.net 
L.I.S.N.  NEWS:  To  receive  organizational  information  and  announcements, 
please  send  an  email  to  league-subscribe@lisn.net.  To  unsubscribe,  send 
a message  to  league-unsubscribe@lisn.net 

League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
Mailing  Address:  LISN,  Post  Office  Box  131,  Accokeek,  MD  20607 
E-mail  Address:  lisn2000@lisn.net 
Web  Site:  http://www.lisn.net 

"RE : inmates  Sue  for  Sweat  Lodge  Rites"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Feb  1999  12:02:16  EST 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Inmates  sue  for  sweat  lodge  rites 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

>From  Ish's  Native  News.  . . 

Inmates  sue  for  sweat  lodge  rites 
http : //www . vny . com/ cf /News/ upidetail. cfm?QID=61044 
Friday,  5 February  1999  23:11  (GMT) 

(UPI  Focus) 

Inmates  sue  for  sweat  lodge  rites 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  Feb.  5 (UPI)  - A medicine  man  and  four  inmates  have 
filed  a $3  million  lawsuit  against  the  Utah  Department  of  Corrections 
claiming  the  department  is  violating  American  Indian  prisoners'  rights 
by  not  providing  regular  sweat  lodge  ceremonies. 

The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  reports  today  that  the  complaint  alleges  racial 
discrimination  and  claims  the  prisoners'  religious  freedoms  are 
violated . 

The  suit  reportedly  stems  from  the  barring  of  Darrell  A.  Gardner  Sr., 
a self-described  mixed-blood  Ute  from  White-Rocks,  from  continuing  to 
serve  as  spiritual  leader  in  sweat  lodge  ceremonies  at  the  Central  Utah 
Correctional  Facility  at  Gunnison. 

Gardner  was  barred  under  strict  new  rules  requiring  medicine  men  who 
lead  sweat  lodge  ceremonies  to  be  of  full  Indian  blood,  and  not  "mixed- 
blood,"  as  Gardner  apparently  is. 

Gardner  said  he  had  been  helping  out  in  the  sweat  lodges  for  the  past 
10  years  before  being  banned. 

The  stricter  rules  were  set  by  the  Native  American  Religious  Task 
Force,  a 15-member  panel  of  tribal,  corrections  and  legislative 
officials  set  up  by  the  governor's  office  to  oversee  Indian  religious 
programs  at  the  state's  prison  system. 

Sweat  lodge  ceremonies  have  been  permitted  at  Utah  prisons  since 
1985,  when  a class-action  suit  was  filed  to  allow  them. 

But  the  latest  lawsuit  argues  that  because  of  the  new  rules,  the 
number  of  individuals  now  qualified  to  lead  the  ceremonies  is  too  low  to 
allow  for  a regular  sweat  lodge  schedule. 

"RE;  Spiritual  Group  Needs  Help"  - 

Date:  Sun,  7 Feb  1999  11:19:30  EST 

From:  AIMAZ@aol.com 

Sub j : SPIRITUAL  GROUP  NEEDS  HELP 


LAKOTA,  DAKOTA,  NAKOTA  SPIRITUAL  GROUP 
3AMESON  ANNEX,  SOUTH  DAKOTA  STATE  PENITENTIARY 


needs  help: 

The  Native  prisoners  in  the  iameson  Annex  of  the  South  Dakota  State 
Penitentiary  try  to  keep  their  traditional  ceremonies,  beliefs  and 
spirituality  intact. 

The  sacred  ceremonies  are  vital  to  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  Native 
prisoners,  most  importantly  for  the  youth,  who  count  for  the  majority  in 
prison  today.  It  is  very  important  to  the  Elders  that  the  sacred  ceremonies 
remain  traditional  in  every  aspect,  so  the  youth  will  realize  the  beauty  and 
importance  of  their  culture,  which  teaches  RESPECT,  HONOUR,  GENEROSITY, 
HUMILITY  through  the  sacred  ceremonies,  so  that  upon  release  from  Dameson 
Annex  and  SDSP  they  will  be  an  asset  to  society. 

Due  to  the  new  Department  of  Corrections  (DOC)  policy,  up  to  50%  of  all 
monies  received  by  inmates  is  automatically  garnished.  The  inmates  are  no 
longer  able  to  fully  support  all  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  peoples  spiritual 
and  sacred  ceremonies. 

The  institutional  inmate  employment  situation  does  not  come  close  to 
supplying  jobs  for  the  prison  population  housed  in  the  SDSP  as  it  once  did. 

What  Native  prisoners  need  is  resources  to  acquire  religious  necessities. 
They  seek  donations  of  the  following  materials: 

- SAGE 

- SWEETGRASS 

- CEDAR 

- WOOD  (for  sweatlodge) 

- ROCKS  (for  sweatlodge) 

- TOBACCO 

- BEARBERRY  LEAF 

- COMPASS  OR  PILOT  PLANT 

- LOVAGE  ROOT 

- ASHA  ROOT 

- RED  WILLOW  BARK 

- SWEET  FLAG  ROOT 

- 2 FIFTY  FOOT  CANVAS  WATERPROOFED  TARPS  (sweatlodge) 

Donations  will  also  be  used  to  provide  travel  expenses  for  Medicine  Men 
who  journey  a long  distance  to  hold  ceremonies  in  prison. 

All  monetary  and  material  donations  should  be  send  to: 

MR.  RON  PILACHOWSKI 
c/o  L.D.N.S.G. 

1108  S.  Prairie 

Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105 

USA 

phone  (605)  332-2702 

"The  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Spiritual  Group  of  Iameson  Annex  wish  to  humbly 
thank  you  for  your  time,  donations,  and  sorely  needed  support.  In  giving  of 
yourselves  you  strengthen  the  traditional  beliefs,  as  well  as  the  Sacred 
Circle  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  brothers  who  have  chosen  to  walk  the 
Red  Road  so  they  might  better  heal  themselves  through  the  Sacred  Ceremonies, 
and  be  productive  human  beings  for  family,  community  and  society,  while 
keeping  our  sacred  ways  strong,  alive  and  flourishing." 

Cornell  Red  Star 

Sacred  Pipe  Keeper  and  Fire  Keeper 

"RE : Prayer  Vigil"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Feb  1999  20:24:07  EST 
From:  BUTTERlFLY@aol.com 
Sub j : Prayer  Vigil 

We  are  in  the  process  of  staging  a Prayer  Vigil  for  the  Native  American 
Inmates  Spiritual  Rights. 

The  rights  of  our  inmates  are  down  on  paper  but  not  allowed  to  be  acted 
upon.  After  talking  to  many  peoples  about  this,  I have  heard;  "Well 


prisoners  don't  have  rights"  But  if  you  are  Christian  or  Catholic  you  are 
allowed  access  to  your  ministry  and  communion  and  to  wear  your  religious 
symbol.  Not  so  for  the  NA  inmates. 

Our  Prayer  Vigil  is  on  April  24th,  1999  in  Denver.  We  need  the  support  of 
all.  We  will  have  news  media  there.  For  more  information  on  the  Agenda 
and/or  place  and  time  email:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 
or  contact  Butterlfly@aol.com 

We  are  planning  a carivan  from  Pueblo  to  Denver  with  banners  then  a day 
of  speakers  and  prayer.  We  must  stand  together  for  it  concerns  our  rights 
too.  It  is  of  the  up  most  importance  that  we  finally  stand  strong  together. 

— "RE:  Indian  Inmate's  Last  Rites" 

Date:  Mon,  8 Feb  1999  08:46:56  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Sweat  "granted"  condemned  man 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  INMATE'S  LAST  RITES 

The  Arizona  Republic,  February  2,  1999  by  Kelly  Ettenborough 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

FLORENCE  - Convicted  murderer  Darrick  Gerlaugh  spent  two  hours  inside  a 
sweat  lodge,  praying  and  purifying  himself  as  he  prepared  for  his  impending 
death . 

On  Wednesday  at  3 p.m.,  Gerlaugh  faces  execution  by  lethal  injection  for 
a murder  committed  in  1980.  He  will  be  the  first  Native  American  to  be 
executed  in  Arizona  since  the  death  penalty  was  restored  in  1976.  On 
Saturday,  he  made  history  by  becoming  the  first  Native  American  with  a 
death  warrant  to  be  allowed  to  have  the  ancient  ceremony  as  part  of  his 
last  rites.  Gerlaugh  will  be  the  sixth  Native  American  to  be  executed  in 
the  United  States  since  1976,  according  to  the  Death  Penalty  Information 
Center  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  five  previous  Native  Americans  requested  sweat  lodge  ceremonies  and 
were  denied  because  of  security  concerns,  said  Lenny  Foster,  Gerlaugh 's 
spiritual  adviser  and  a coordinator  for  the  National  Native  American 
Prisoners'  Rights  Advocacy  Coalition.  Courts  have  upheld  security  as 
reasons  to  deny  religious  access  to  inmates. 

The  Arizona  Department  of  Corrections,  though,  recognized  the  significance 
of  the  ceremony  and  granted  the  request.  Director  Terry  L.  Stewart  said. 

"If  he  were  a Catholic,  we  could  in  essence  bring  the  religious  practice  to 
him  if  he  wanted  to  participate  in  any  of  the  sacraments,"  Stewart  said. 

"We  cannot  bring  the  sweat  lodge  to  him."  Instead,  prison  officials  were 
able  to  grant  his  request  without  endangering  anybody. 

"It  establishes  a precedent  throughout  the  United  States,"  Foster  said. 

"It  allows  Darrick  Gerlaugh  to  make  some  peace  with  himself  and  allows  us 
to  demonstrate  to  Arizona  and  prison  officials  across  the  country  that 
there  were  no  problems.  The  Arizona  Department  of  Corrections  needs  to  be 
commended  for  their  understanding  and  respect." 

Corrections  rules  prohibited  outside  witnesses  at  the  ceremony,  but 
Foster,  who  was  with  Gerlaugh  in  the  sweat  lodge,  shared  details  and  spoke 
on  the  convict's  behalf.  Gerlaugh,  38,  has  declined  all  interview  requests. 
"There  was  a sense  of  peace  and  serenity  and  a little  sadness,"  Foster  said 
Saturday.  "The  sweat  lodge  ceremony  provided  him  one  last  opportunity  to 
cleanse  his  mind  and  body  and  purify,  to  make  things  right  with  his 
Creator.  He  has  made  prayers  for  his  family  and  the  victims.  He's  making 
things  right  for  himself  so  he  can  be  at  peace  as  he  goes  to  the  next 
world . " 

Gerlaugh  grew  up  away  from  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  in  a military 
family  with  an  Anglo  father  and  a Pima  mother.  He  knew  little  about 
traditional  Indian  practices.  He  had  been  involved  in  drugs  and  alcohol  and 
already  had  a prior  conviction  that  was  punishable  by  life  in  prison  before 
he  killed  22-year-old  Scott  Schwartz. 

Gerlaugh  and  two  friends,  all  Chandler  residents,  were  hitchhiking  from 


Chandler  to  Phoenix  on  Ian.  24,  1980,  and  decided  to  rob  the  person  who 
offered  them  a ride.  Schwartz,  who  wore  a leg  brace  and  walked  with 
crutches,  picked  them  up.  At  gunpoint,  they  ordered  Schwartz  to  drive  to 
the  outskirts  of  Mesa.  The  other  two  men  held  Schwartz  while  Gerlaugh,  then 
19,  drove  the  car  over  Schwartz  several  times.  The  victim  did  not  appear  to 
be  dead  so  Gerlaugh  and  one  man  stabbed  Schwartz  30  to  40  times  in  the 
head,  neck  and  shoulders  with  a screwdriver. 

The  men  took  $36  and  the  car.  Gerlaugh  and  Joseph  Encinas  were  convicted 
of  first-degree  murder.  Encinas  received  a life  sentence.  The  other  man, 
Matthew  Leisure,  pleaded  guilty  and  received  a life  sentence.  Gerlaugh 
received  the  death  penalty  in  1981. 

"He  expressed  many  times  a deep  remorse  over  what  he  had  done,"  Foster 
said.  "He  knew  he  couldn't  change  what  he  did  so  he  chose  to  pray  and  ask 
forgiveness . " 

Schwartz's  family  declined  to  comment  on  the  scheduled  execution. 

Gerlaugh  has  been  on  a spiritual  path  to  discover  and  practice  his 
culture,  tradition  and  beliefs  for  most  of  his  18  years  on  death  row, 
according  to  Foster,  who  is  the  director  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Corrections 
Project  based  in  Window  Rock.  Gerlaugh  has  participated  in  nine  previous 
sweat  lodge  ceremonies  over  15  years,  Foster  said. 

At  least  7,000  Native  Americans  are  in  U.S.  prisons,  and  about  4 percent 
of  Arizona's  25,829  inmates  are  Native  American. 

"The  sweat  lodge  is  the  most  profound  therapy  for  Indians  who  are 
incarcerated  but  it  has  been  denied  many,  many  times,"  Foster  said. 
"Spiritually,  you  are  moved  to  take  a deep  look  at  your  inner  self,  your 
shortcomings,  your  actions,  behavior.  It  allows  insight  to  who  you  are  as  a 
human  being.  If  you're  not  in  harmony  with  your  surroundings  and  yourself, 
the  sweat  lodge  is  one  way  to  become  right  with  yourself." 

Arizona  has  been  more  progressive  than  other  states,  said  Foster,  who 
performed  the  first  sweat  lodge  ceremony  at  an  Arizona  prison  in  1981.  In 
1992,  a sweat  lodge  area  was  consecrated  in  one  of  the  Florence  prison's 
two  highest  security  units,  which  is  where  Gerlaugh 's  ceremony  was  held. 

Gerlaugh  will  have  a final  pipe  ceremony  today  and  be  moved  to  the  death 
house  to  await  execution.  Foster  will  spend  today  and  Wednesday  with  him, 
and  Gerlaugh  has  requested  his  family  not  be  present  at  the  execution. 
Gerlaugh  has  withdrawn  his  request  for  a clemency  board  hearing,  and  his 
lawyer  contends  there  is  almost  no  chance  at  a stay  of  execution.  His 
appeals  have  been  exhausted  except  for  a recent  filing  citing  Gerlaugh 's 
dramatic  behavior  change,  said  Marty  Lieberman,  his  court-appointed 
attorney  since  1985.  "We  see  this  claim  a lot  and  it  never  goes  anywhere," 
said  Paul  McMurdie,  the  chief  counsel  in  the  criminal  appeals  section  at 
the  Arizona  Attorney  General's  Office.  "We  are  punishing  him  not  for  the 
person  he  is  on  death  row  today.  We  are  punishing  him  for  the  crimes  and 
the  actions  he  took  19  years  ago."  McMurdie  added  that  the  crime  was  one  of 
the  more  brutal  among  those  committed  by  the  inmates  who  are  on  death  row. 

Talking  about  death  usually  is  taboo  for  Native  Americans,  but  in 
Gerlaugh 's  case  it  is  unavoidable,  Foster  said.  He  needed  to  prepare  for 
the  return  to  his  ancestors,  and  now  he  is  ready  to  accept  his  fate. 
Saturday's  sweat  lodge  played  a significant  part  in  that  peace,  Foster 
said.  Inside  the  sweat  lodge  on  Saturday,  Foster  and  Gerlaugh  prayed  and 
sang  in  Navajo  and  beat  a drum. 

"Some  very  good  prayers  were  made.  The  spirits  were  with  us,"  Foster 
said.  "I  felt  a real  sense  of  blessing,  knowing  that  this  was  his  last 
sweat  lodge  ceremony.  He  stated  to  me  that  he  was  glad  he  decided  to 
relearn  his  spirituality,  his  prayers  and  songs,  the  traditions  of  his 
people.  He  was  happy.  He  was  at  peace  with  his  maker." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sat,  6 Feb  99  0502:00  GMT 


From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Abdon,  Joseph  Ronald 
#247-527 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Baker,  Blanchard  M. 
#A146-891 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/30/48 
Ancestry:  Chipawa  / Hopi 

Ballew,  lames 
82C0531 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  4/6/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bartelson,  Christopher  John 
#187-588 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/11/43 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Baird,  George  3. 

#307-195 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  4/18/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Baker,  Nicholas  Corey 
CPO  900 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  10/17/63 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Barnett,  Keith  Allen 

#R145-834 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/17/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bible,  3r.,  William  Arnold 

#329-595 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  7/16/71 

Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Blackfoot 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


"RE : Vechet's  Food  for  Thought"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Feb  1999  18:39:00  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub j : Food  for  Thought  003 

Vechet's  Food  for  Thought 

In  the  last  issue  I wrote  on  Andrew  Jackson's  acomplishments  and  rise  to 


the  U.S  government,  and  touched  briefly  on  the  practice  of  genocide  to  the 
Native  Americans.  So  in  all  due  respect  I have  to  talk  about  the 
lacksonian  Democracy.  A political  party  started  by  lackson  in  the  beliefs 
that  the  white  man  was  superior  to  all  races,  and  they  were  to  create  a 
white  America,  lacksonian  Democracy  was  an  authentic  democratic  movement, 
dedicated  to  powerful,  at  times  racial,  equality  for  all  white  men.  This 
movement  was  the  tie  to  slavery,  the  submission  of  the  Native  Americans, 
and  the  celebration  of  white  Supremacy.  This  ideal  grew  because  it  was  a 
marketing  revolution,  open  market  to  those  who  held  cold  hard  cash, 
lackson  was  against  credit  given  by  banks,  referring  to  it  as  the  second 
government  to  whom  all  would  be  indebted  too.  In  the  South,  the  cotton 
boom  revived  slavery  which  spread  of  occupancy  to  the  best  lands  in  the 
region,  that  were  seized  from  Native  Americans  and  opened  up  fresh  areas 
for  white  settlement.  For  all  non-whites  this  movement  could  be  called 
nothing  less  than  a disaster  to  the  first  people  of  the  United  states. 

This  all  gets  really  complicated  when  one  begins  to  decipher  the 
constitution  of  the  U.S,  this  movement  to  remove  the  Indians  wasn't  legal 
nor  moral,  it  was  a greedy  minority  of  wealth  and  privileged  that  hoped  to 
exploit  the  land  and  people  before  them.  The  United  States  Supreme  court 
ruled  in  favor  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  native  peoples.  Hearing  of 
the  ruling  Andrew  lackson  said,  "let  them  enforce  their  own  laws"!  (jo) 

So  upon  this  time  who's  law  did  Andrew  lackson  enforce???  His  own!  In 
May  of  1830,  he  signed  into  law  the  Indian  Removal  Act,  putting  his  teeth 
into  this  policy  his  predecessors  had  long  advocated.  He  put  this  as  top 
priority  by  lune  1,  1830  an  Indian  was  a criminal  East  of  the  Mississippi  and 
if  he  wasn't  in  prison  he  was  walking  over  1600  miles  starving  and  many 
froze  in  the  snow,  I don't  want  to  peel  the  scab,  because  it  is  still 
painful,  but  we  have  heard  many  stories  of  the  unharsh  treatment  of  the 
native  peoples  but  (the  New  York  Public  library,  American  desk  Reference) 
statistics  say  15,000  Creeks  during  the  removal  lost  3,500  people, 

Cherokees  16,000  with  a quarter  death  rate  which  is  about  4,000.  How  could 
over  75  HUNDRED  people  perish  under  the  care  of  the  United  States 
government,  and  no  one  is  held  accountable.  This  act  was  a violation  of 
the  U.S  courts  to  begin  with,  which  was  a "Law  of  the  Land"  decision.  I 
guess  the  United  states  is  that  man  in  a sharp  suit  and  shabby  shoes,  you 
know  the  one  who  helps  his  neighbor  before  their  "own"  (hypothetically) 

;o ) only  to  impress  or  to  show  strength  but  weak  from  inside.  Well  I'm 
done  with  Andrew  lackson,  except  the  almighty  20$  bill,  and  for  there  as 
the  Trail  of  Tears,  I have  no  choice. 

True  History: 

The  peace  sign  (index  and  middle  finger)  held  up  and  separated!  Is  wrong!!! 
When  the  peace  sign  was  first  used  the  fingers  were  together,  as  in  Unity! 

I have  a tattoo  I want  covered,  a small  one  but  I want  to  cover  it  with  the 
A.I.M  slogan  where  the  peace  sign  resembles  an  Indian,  but  my  feathers  will 
rise  in  Unity... (No  disrespect,  many  people  don't  know  this). 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Feb  1999  23:10:37  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  93 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 
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"THE  world  is  wide 
In  time  and  tide 
And  God  is  guide  -- 
Then  do  not  hurry. 

That  man  is  blest 
Who  does  his  best 
And  leaves  the  rest  -- 
Then  do  not  worry." 


THE  WEDDING. 


The  announcement  of  Miss  Hunt's  prospective  marriage  was  given  last 
week.  We  have  now  a letter  direct  from  the  scene. 

Mr.  R.D.  Shutt,  of  the  San  Carlos  School,  Arizona  says: 

"I  thought  as  Miss  Hunt  is  a staunch  friend  of  the  HELPER  and  school 
in  which  it  is  published,  perhaps  you  would  like  a notice  of  her 
marriage . " 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  thanks  our  unknown  friend  for  the  notice; 
and  here  it  is: 

On  Wednesday  morning,  January  25th,  occurred  one  of  the  pleasantest 
events  of  the  season,  when  Miss  Lydia  L.  Hunt  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mr.  William  A.  Wright,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride  at  the  Indian 
School,  San  Carlos,  Arizona. 

The  beautiful  and  impressive  ceremony  of  the  Lutheran  Church  was 
performed  by  the  Rev.  J.H.  Plocher,  in  the  presence  of  a small  company 
of  invited  friends  and  associates,  immediately  after  which  the  happy 
couple  took  a train  south  for  a two  weeks'  trip  through  Mexico. 

Miss  Hunt  has  been  superintendent  of  the  San  Carlos  Indian  School  for 
several  years,  where  by  her  untiring  energy  and  indomitable  courage  she 
has  achieved  a well-merited  success. 

Miss  Hunt  was  formerly  a resident  of  Sherman,  N.Y,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  educators  of  Chautauqua  County,  a graduate  of  the  Fredonia 
Normal  School,  and  a teacher  in  several  of  the  largest  and  best 
schools.  On  last  Duly  she  ably  represented  the  territory  of  Arizona  at 
the  National  Educational  Association  at  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Wright,  who  was  formerly  of  Cuero  and  San  Angelo,  Texas,  comes 
from  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  above  named  State,  and  has  also 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government  for  several  years  as 
a cattle  man,  where  he  has  made  a host  of  friends  by  his  sterling 
integrity  and  honorable  gentlemanly  conduct. 

The  popularity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  is  attested  by  the  numerous  and 
beautiful  wedding  gifts  of  silver,  cut-glass  etc.,  of  which  they  were 
the  recipients,  and  by  the  good  wishes  showered  upon  them  by  their  many 
friends  in  the  vicinity,  and  by  numerous  letters  and  telegrams  from 
distant  loved  ones. 


IT  DOES  NOT  BELONG  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT. 


"Don't  you  think  you  had  better  cover  your  book?" 

"This  book  does  not  belong  to  the  Government;  it  is  mine.  I paid  for 
it  with  my  own  money." 

"Then  all  the  more  reason  for  you  to  take  good  care  of  it,  for  your 
are  not  as  rich  as  the  United  States  Government." 

The  boy  had  not  learned  the  first  element  of  success,  and  he  has  been 
going  to  school  for  a long  time.  The  great  lesson  for  us  all  to  learn 
is  to  take  care  of  things.  Take  just  as  good  care  of  Government 
property  as  we  would  of  our  own,  and  take  such  good  care  of  our  own 
things  that  when  we  go  on  the  hunt  for  a good  paying  position  our 
friends  can  say  of  us:  "He  is  not  shiftless,  or.  She  takes  good  care  of 
her  things.  He  or  she  deserves  good  pay  because  they  are  careful  of 
property . " 


No  paper  is  more  welcome  to  our  home  than  the  little  HELPER.  It  is 


eagerly  looked  for  each  week/'  says  W.H.  Moore,  '95,  of  Dent,  Oklahoma. 


(page  2) 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  students  of  8th  grade,  Mrs.  Cook,  teacher,  gave  another 
interesting  debate  on  Tuesday  evening  before  a few  invited  guests.  The 
morning  school  took  the  affirmative  of  the  question.  Resolved,  That  the 
expansion  policy  is  a good  one  for  the  United  States,  and  the  afternoon 
division  took  the  negative  side.  There  were  three  appointed  speakers 
from  each  division,  then  the  question  was  open  for  discussion,  each 
speaker  taking  but  two  minutes.  The  speakers  for  expansion  were  Samuel 
Palmer,  Hawley  Pierce,  Edwin  Smith,  Frank  Beaver,  Frank  Compeau,  Ada 
Smith,  lames  lohnsonj  against  it,  Herman  Niles,  Edward  Willing,  Emmanuel 
Powlas,  Myron  Moses,  Edgar  Rickard,  George  Conner,  Thos.  Mason,  and 
Louis  Trombla.  Guy  Brown  presided,  Susie  Baker  was  secretary  and  Zenia 
Tibbetts  served  as  critic.  The  discussion  showed  that  those  who  took 
part  had  been  reading  and  had  formed  decided  opinions  of  their  own. 

These  were  expressed  in  well-chosen  language  showing  individual 
characteristics.  All  were  earnest  and  spoke  as  though  from  conviction. 
They  were  handicapped  by  being  limited  in  time,  for  no  sooner  did  some 
of  the  best  speakers  get  warmed  up  till  the  gavel  of  the  president  was 
heard,  but  this  has  its  lessons  in  helping  to  think  quickly  and  to  speak 
to  the  point  at  once.  Caleb  Sickles,  Edward  Rogers  and  Corbett  Lawyer 
were  appointed  ludges,  who,  after  due  deliberation  decided  that  the 
negative  had  produced  the  best  argument. 


We  are  always  grieved  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  our 
schoolmates.  Edward  Hensley,  who  was  reported  last  week  as  doing 
nicely,  passed  away  on  Sunday  evening.  He  was  not  able  to  pull  through 
this  his  third  or  fourth  attack  of  pneumonia.  His  heart  becoming 
involved  there  was  little  hope.  Edward  was  a member  of  the  Winnebago 
tribe  of  Nebraska.  He  was  a band  boy,  a tinner  by  trade  and  a most 
excellent  young  man,  beloved  by  all.  The  funeral  services  were  held  on 
Monday  afternoon.  Rev.  Dr.  Wile,  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church, 
officiating. 

If  all  goes  well  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  should  be  with  us  on  Sunday 
next.  They  were  to  have  sailed  from  Bermuda  yesterday. 

Miss  Lillian  Riddle,  of  Media,  Pa.,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Richenda 
Pratt,  who  came  home  from  Wilson  College,  Chambersburg,  to  spend  Sunday 
and  Monday. 

A set  of  double  harness  made  by  our  boys  under  Mr.  Kemp's  instructions 
has  been  sent  to  Quapaw  for  the  Seneca  school,  and  another  set  was 
shipped  this  week  to  Yankton,  S.D. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.F.  Bennett  have  arrived  from  Fort  Shaw,  Montana,  where 


Mr.  Bennett  was  an  employee  of  the  Indian  service.  They  have  come  to 
live  on  the  school  farm  near  the  school,  Mr.  Bennett  to  be  head  farmer. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  about  seven  years  ago  he  held  the  same 
position,  but  gave  up  here  to  try  work  in  the  western  field.  They  have 
been  to  several  agencies  and  have  become  acquainted  with  a number  of 
tribes  of  Indians,  gaining  an  experience  that  will  serve  them  a good 
purpose  in  the  work  here.  They  have  been  among  the  Wyandottes  and 
Senecas  of  Indian  Territory,  the  Piutes  of  Walker,  Nevada,  the  Sioux  at 
Sisseton,  S.D.,  and  the  various  tribes  that  are  represented  in  the  Ft. 
Shaw  school.  Their  Carlisle  friends  gave  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  a warm 
welcome. 

The  weekly  output  of  the  shoe  shop  just  now  is  from  fifty  to  sixty 
pairs  of  new  shoes  in  connection  with  the  vast  amount  of  repairing 
necessary  to  keep  an  army  of  youthful  jumpers  well-shod.  The  new  shoes 
are  of  good  quality  and  the  turnout  is  very  creditable  to  Instructor 
Morrett . 

Today  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  Bushman  retire  as  farmer  and  matron  of  the 
school  farm.  They  have  been  faithful  stewards  and  retire  with  the  best 
wishes  and  highest  esteem  of  all.  Mr.  Bennett  and  family,  who  have  been 
transferred  from  Ft.  Shaw,  Montana,  are  their  successors.  They  are  now 
on  the  farm,  having  visited  relatives  in  Bucks  county.  -[Evening 
Sentinel,  Ian.  31,  '99. 

Instructor  Harris  of  the  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop,  and  Norman  of  the 
paint  shop  with  their  apprentices  are  busy  as  can  be  on  wagons  in 
process  of  manufacture.  In  addition  to  our  regular  spring  wagons,  they 
are  building  two  good  surreys,  and  two  buggies.  A wonderful  impetus  has 
been  given  to  the  school  by  recent  orders  from  the  department.  It 
begins  to  look  like  business  when  the  Indian  Department  can  order  work 
from  its  own  shops. 

Instructor  Harkness  of  the  tin  shop  and  his  boys  are  at  work  on  coffee 
boilers  just  now.  They  have  on  hand  a good  stock  of  watercans,  pails, 
dust  pans,  and  other  articles  needed  for  school  use  and  for  shipment. 


Professor  Rogers,  Superintendent  of  the  Jamestown,  New  York  Public 
Schools,  has  gone  south  for  his  health,  but  Prof.  A.N.  Taylor, 
Principal,  has  sent  the  usual  long  list  of  subscriptions  for  the 
HELPER.  If  every  city  in  the  United  States  would  do  likewise,  a more 
sensible  sentiment  about  the  Indians  and  one  nearer  the  truth  would 
become  a part  of  the  rising  generation.  The  Jamestown  schools  are 
ahead,  and  we  thank  our  friends  of  that  section. 


(page  3) 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s Left  Eye  Observes 

That  Jack  Frost  has  a frigid  clutch. 

That  Miss  Lida  Made  a good  "Topsy." 

That  this  snow  is  too  dry  for  snow-balling. 

That  the  change  of  details  brings  woe  all  around. 

That  Miss  Wood  looks  much  better  since  her  trip  to  Washington. 

That  a few  boys  are  getting  a little  forgetful  about  the  strict  order 
to  keep  coats  buttoned  up  to  chin  when  outside. 

That  the  shop  bell  was  on  time  once  this  week. 

That  Joe  Brown  lost  his  mittens  and  had  to  shovel  snow  without  any. 

That  Cora  Wheeler  took  a trip  to  New  York. 

That  The  Southern  Workman  and  Hampton  School  Record  is  out  in  new 
dress,  assuming  the  pamphlet  form. 

That  Capt.  Marshall  does  not  always  say  "You  do  That,  " but  is  more 
apt  to  call  out,  "Come  on,  boys!" 

That  Carlisle  is  good  enough  for  Mrs.  Bennett  since  their  experience 
in  the  West. 

That  everybody  should  read  "Vocal  Gymnastics,"  last  page. 

That  "He  Could  Not  Help  it,"  last  page,  is  a fair  sample  of  the 
youthful  Indian  stoicism. 

That  Misses  Cutter  and  Wood  had  much  to  tell  that  was  interesting 
about  friends  they  met  in  Washington,  and  the  schools  and  other  places 
they  visited. 


That  the  snow  is  loved  much  more  when  there  is  no  skating,  than  when 
it  comes  and  covers  up  good  ice. 

That  John  Garrick  saw  stars  when  he  fell  on  the  ice  the  other  day 
while  skating  with  his  best  lady  friend  before  he  knew  how. 

That  the  "I  didn't  think"  girl  is  not  of  much  account  anywhere. 

that  the  Hiltons  on  their  hilltop,  tip-top,  are  keeping  cool  this 
week. 

That  skating  is  out  of  sight  without  using  slang. 

That  Miss  Ely  thinks  Mrs.  Craft  can't  be  beaten  in  making  crullers. 

That  a person  who  will  spit  upon  the  pavement  is  too  indecent  to  live 
with  decent  people. 

That  the  mercury  was  one  below,  on  Wednesday  morning  when  Mr.  Kensler 
wen  to  market,  and  that  the  air  was  nose-stinging. 

That  the  new  girls  in  the  teachers'  club  are  falling  into  line 
beautifully,  if  they  were  a little  nervous  at  first. 

That  the  rising  bell  does  not  ring  quite  long  enough  to  rouse  the 
snug-in-the-bed  people  at  5:34  these  cold  mornings. 

That  Robbie  Keokuk  is  around  again,  looking  happy  on  his  crutches. 

That  what  the  Sunday  School  Times  says  is  true:  "Whether  one  calls  the 
weather  'good'  or  'bad'  depends  on  a man's  mood  and  spirit  more  than  on 
the  atmosphere." 

That  Edwin  Smith  had  a fall  on  the  ice  that  nearly  made  an  air-hole. 

That  Louis  McDonald  is  copying  notes  very  neatly  for  the  band. 

That  Allen  Blackchief  has  this  motto  under  the  clock  in  the  paint 
shop:  IS  MONEY. 

That  Mr.  Norman  and  his  boys  are  painting  some  very  innocent  looking 
guns,  as  they  are  all  for  show  and  not  for  blow. 

That  the  person  governs  best  who  speaks  gently  and  not  above  the 
natural  tone  of  voice. 

That  Commencement  dates  are  February  28,  March  1 and  2. 

that  we  have  some  new  benches  in  the  bandstand  to  accommodate  the 
extra  players  of  the  enlarged  band. 

That  a troublesome  boy  who  has  been  ungentlemanly  a number  of  times, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  band  director  and  the  band  members,  has 
been  expelled  from  the  organization. 

That  the  trolley  car  needs  a fresh  coat  of  paint. 

That  since  Mr.  Gray's  return  from  the  war  we  are  getting  more  butter 
and  milk  than  ever  before.  He  and  his  boys  get  up  at  four  o'clock  to 
milk,  and  he  is  sparing  no  pains  to  keep  the  cows  comfortable  and 
well-fed . 

That  the  HELPER  has  about  20  Indian  bows  for  sale  at  25  cents,  by  mail 
30  cents.  One  arrow  with  each  bow.  Address  HELPER,  or  come  pick  out 
the  best.  They  belong  to  Doe  Morris. 

That  the  band  came  within  the  fraction  of  a second  of  tying  the  score 
at  a game  of  basketball  with  Company  A team  last  Saturday  night  at  the 
close  of  the  sociable.  They  threw  the  ball  into  the  basket  a second 
after  the  whistle  blew.  Score  2-0. 

That  the  band  is  getting  better  and  better,  and  was  at  its  best  on 
Saturday  night. 

That  Edythe  Pierce,  '98,  left  for  Morris,  Minnesota,  on  Tuesday 
evening  to  take  a Government  position. 

That  Miss  Luckenbach's  office  has  had  built  from  ceiling  to  floor  and 
from  door  to  door,  a large  file  cupboard  for  business  papers.  This  has 
been  a long  felt  want,  and  the  carpenters  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
neatness  of  their  work. 

That  the  bicycles  are  taking  a rest. 

That  the  ground  hog  could  not  see  his  shadow  yesterday,  so  the 
backbone  of  winter  is  broken  according  to  old-timers. 

That  the  bugler  these  nights  brings  out  better  "taps"  than  was  ever 
heard  before  at  the  school.  The  last  beautiful  dwell  being  specially 
fine. 

That  baseball  is  beginning  to  be  played  (in  mind.) 

That  Dohn  Bakeless  says  he  wants  to  "west  his  weawy  bones"  when  he  is 
tired . 

That  Mr.  Snyder  likes  to  send  his  friends  to  the  printing  office  to 


see  a type-louse,  and  that  the  printers  like  to  send  their  friends  to 
the  tailor  shop  to  see  a goose  that  never  gets  fat  enough  to  eat. 

That  Miss  fisher  of  the  Genoa,  Nebraska  School  has  been  heard  from  , 
and  that  she  is  keeping  very  well. 

That  Miss  Bessie  and  Master  larvis  Butler  are  with  their  mamma,  Mrs. 
Butler,  for  a few  days  on  their  way  South,  the  former  to  attend  school 
in  Washington  D.C.,  the  latter  to  live  with  his  grandpa,  in  Virginia, 
and  go  to  school. 

That  Capt.  Marshall's  whistle  has  the  grip. 

That  miss  Shaffner  had  a narrow  escape.  The  vessel  she  sailed  on  for 
Europe  last  year  was  the  Rhynland,  and  on  Tuesday  night  the  same  vessel 
was  cast  upon  the  sands  of  the  Delaware  beach. 

That  a noisy  woman  or  girl  who  calls  vulgarly  through  the  halls  for 
one  she  wishes  to  see  does  not  make  a respected  officer. 


(page  4) 

HE  COULD  NOT  HELP  IT. 


Since  skating  began  there  have  been  times  when  the  ice  was  thin  at  the 
edges,  and  a few  air  holes  were  scattered  here  and  there. 

The  pond  is  not  of  dangerous  depth  in  many  places,  so  it  was  the 
delight  of  the  venturesome  boy  to  go  as  near  to  the  edge  as  he  could 
without  getting  in. 

Yet  every  once  in  a while  a boy  would  go  in  all  over  and  have  to  fly 
to  his  quarters  for  dry  clothing. 

This  became  very  troublesome  to  the  superintendent  of  the  quarters, 
who,  at  length,  gave  positive  orders  that  this  sort  of  amusement  must  be 
stopped . 

A few  days  later: 

Scene:  Clothing  room  of  Small  Boys'  Quarters.  Boy  scantily  attired, 
with  hair  dripping,  seated  near  the  radiator;  clothing  suspiciously 
spread  on  steam-pipes. 

Enter  the  superintendent  of  the  quarters  who  sees  at  a glance: - 

Skating  pond; 

Air  holes; 

Disobedient  boy  circling  around  a treacherous  hole; 

Ice  gives  way; 

Boy  submerged; 

Goes  back  to  quarters  a shivering  but  not  a wiser  boy. 

Superintendent  speaks:  "Oh,  Bartholomew 
Man-not-afraid-of-a-woman(P) ! HAVE  you  been  in  the  water? 

Boy:  "Yeth,  ma'am." 

"Why,  Bartholomew,  did  you  do  this?" 

"Please,  I couldn't  help  getting  wet!" 

Then  after  a few  remarks  on  the  perversity  of  the  human  heart,  and  its 
inclination  downward  the  superintendent  asks: 

"How  did  this  happen,  Bartholomew?" 

With  a beseeching  look,  the  boy  answers: 

"I  jutht  taking  a bath!" 


BEER  ROTS. 


The  head  bartender  of  a well-known  downtown  saloon  says  he  knows  a 
number  of  cases  where  beer  drawers  have,  in  addition  to  losing  several 
of  the  fingers  of  both  hands,  lost  the  use  of  both  members. 

"Beer  will  rot  iron  I believe,"  he  added.  "I  know,  and  every 
bartender  knows,  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  a good  pair  of  shoes 
behind  the  bar. 

Beer  will  rot  leather  as  rapidly  almost  as  acid  will  eat  into  iron. 

If  I were  a temperance  orator,  I'd  ask  what  must  beer  do  to  men's 
stomachs  if  it  eats  away  men's  fingers  and  their  shoe  leather?  I'm  here 
to  sell  it,  but  I won't  drink  it,  mot  much."  -[Mail  and  Express. 


VOCAL  GYMNASTICS. 


We  cannot  expect  perfect  enunciation  on  the  part  of  our  pupils,  but  an 
audience  has  a right  to  expect  a public  speaker  to  enunciate  so  that  the 
half  of  what  he  is  trying  to  utter  can  at  least  be  guessed. 

There  is  not  a teacher  here  or  anywhere  else  but  recognizes  the 
necessity  for  oral  gymnastics  in  the  school-room. 

"We  do  drill.  We  drill  very  often,"  our  teachers  say,  if  asked. 

But  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  ventures  the  assertion  that  such  is  the 
rush  to  get  over  specified  ground  and  the  impossibility  of  reaching  the 
goal  so  evident,  that  if  anything  is  neglected  in  the  daily  routine  it 
is  the  drill  on  elementray  sounds  of  the  English  language. 

If  these  drills  were  NEVER  omitted.  If  every  pupil  were  as  certain  of 
his  vocal  drill  as  he  is  of  his  dinner,  our  enunciation  as  a school 
would  be  as  certain  to  improve. 

If  we  cannot  speak  plainly  we  are  laughed  at,  and  it  matters  not  how 
well  informed  we  are,  our  usefulness  is  impaired. 

This  vowel  drill  is  not  alone  needed  in  the  lower  departments  of  the 
school . 

It  is  needed  in  every  department. 

There  is  scarcely  a child  - white,  black  or  red,  but  needs  very  much 
more  of  the  vocal  gymnastic  drill  than  he  recives  in  the  Primary,  in  the 
Grammar,  in  the  High  School,  in  all  of  his  school  life. 

The  best  schools  pay  large  attention  to  this,  and  the  Carlisle  school 
probably  drills  more  in  this  line  than  any  of  the  other  schools  in  the 
country,  but  if  there  is  neglect  at  all  it  would  be  better  if  it  never 
fell  on  the  vocal  drill. 

Some  think  time  is  more  profitably  spent  upon  the  consonants  than  on 
the  vowels. 

Experienced  teachers  claim  that  the  consonants  will  take  care  of 
themselves,  or  with  a very  little  attention  will  fall  into  line  if  the 
vowel  sounds  are  well  learned. 

Even  those  tribes  of  Indians  who  find  certain  labial  and  dental  sounds 
difficult  to  make,  get  them  perfectly  if  the  vowels  are  well  learned. 

Ten  minutes  a day  for  each  division  will  accomplish  marvelous  results 
and  give  us  better  speakers  at  our  public  exhibitions. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  4,  5,  7,  6 is  a covering  for  the  face. 

My  1,  11,  10  runs  from  trees. 

My  14,  3,  8,  9 the  average  Indian  boy  likes  nearly  as  well  as  he  does 
a story. 

My  12,  13,  7,  8 is  what  some  fat  people  would  like  to  be. 

My  2,  11,  12  is  a covering  for  the  head. 

My  13,  3,  12  the  sun  is. 

My  whole  is  what  calls  some  of  the  Indian  boys  up  earlier  than  the 
others  these  winter  mornings. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  One  thousand  scholars. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  The  Indian's  Here  To  Stay" 

Date:  Wed,  3 Feb  1999  13:58:42  EST 

From:  3Thomasll0@aol.com 

Sub j : The  Indian's  Here  To  Stay 

Dear  Gary,  Thought  you  might  like  to  put  poem  my  husband  wrote  in  Wotanging 
Ikche.  My  husband  is  full-blooded  Ojibway  & we  enjoy  your  newsletter. 

The  Indian's  Here  To  Stay 

The  Indian  knows  depression,  what  it  means  to  lose  it  all 
Cause  the  white  man  tried  to  break  him,  but  can  never  make  him  fall 


They  can  take  away  our  country,  but  we'll  never  lose  our  will 
For  our  Pride  lives  on  forever,  it's  just  much  too  strong  to  kill. 

They  taught  our  children  English,  cast  our  native  tongue  aside 
But  we  make  more  sense  than  they  do  and  at  least  we  haven't  lied. 

We  learned  respect  from  elders,  getting  wisdom  from  the  old 
And  we  shared  with  one  another,  giving  shelter  from  the  cold. 

We  didn't  slaughter  buffalo,  just  to  satisfy  ourself 
But  the  white  man  do  it  easy  for  a trophy  on  the  shelf 
We  were  taught  to  live  with  nature,  taking  only  what  we  must 
And  the  white  man  wouldn't  listen,  living  only  for  their  lust 

We'll  never  buckle  under  because  we've  come  so  very  far 
So  you  may  as  well  accept  us  for  the  warriors  that  we  are 
We're  not  the  kind  of  People  who  will  turn  and  walk  away 
So  believe  me  when  I tell  you  that  the  Red  Man's  here  to  stay. 

Tomahawk 

Gabriel  Gonsalves 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Feb  99  05:35:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  16=22 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

16 

In  our  children  lie  the  blessings  of  our  heritage. 

17 

When  entering  the  secret  valley,  knock  three  times,  . . . and  see  who  answers 

18 

My  hopes  are  cast,  like  stars,  upon  the  sky. 

19 

I am  a keiki  o ka  aina,  a true  child  of  the  land! 

20 

My  hope  lies  in  the  future;  my  strength  lies  in  the  past;  my  survival  lies 
in  the  joining  of  the  two. 

21 

Look  into  the  eyes  of  a stranger,  ...  and  find  a friend. 

22 

Trust  in  the  lessons  of  our  heritage. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  8 February  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  04  Feb  1999  16:42:26  GMT 
From:  photonart@yahoo.com  (Dave) 

Sub j : Traditional  Pow  Wow  - Kentucky 


Newsgroups:  alt. native 


TRADITIONAL  POW  WOW 

The  All  Nations  Intertribal  Council  of  Louisville,  Kentucky  will  hold 
its  annual  Spring  Pow  Wow  on  April  23rd,  24th  and  25th,  1999  at  the 
Shelby  County  Flea  Market,  Simpsonville,  Kentucky.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds 
are  located  12  minutes  East  of  Louisville  at  Exit  28  on  1-64. 

Grand  Entry  Times  are  10AM  Friday  and  1PM  Saturday  & Sunday. 

Activities  include  Music,  Traditional  & Fancy  Dancers,  Story  Telling, 
Native  Crafts,  Cultural  Exhibits  and  Native  Foods. 

Flonored  Guests  include: 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Rober  Campbell 

Head  Dunior  Man  Dancer  - Zachery  Bowen 

Head  lady  Dancer  - Amanda  Fox-Winstead 

Head  Dunior  Lady  Dancer  - Dakotah  Bowen 

Head  Veteran  - Lloyd  Dacobs 

Flute  Player  - Dason  DeLaRosa 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Thurman  Bear 

Arena  Director  - Kenny  Irwin 

Story  Tellers  - Randy  Farrington  & Nakoma 

Host  Drum  - E-sta-ya-pi  Wambli  (Eagle  Scout  Singers) 

Guest  Drum  - Black  Swamp  Singers 
Invited  Drum  - Bull  Run  Singers 

ANIC  Princesses  - Heather  Winstead  & Dakotah  Bowen 

Camping  space  is  available.  Not  responsible  for  accidents  or  losses. 

Invited  drums  only.  Vendors  must  register  in  advance. 

This  is  a family  event.  Alcohol,  drugs  and  firearms  are  strictly 
prohibited . 

For  more  information,  contact  Frank  or  Susan  at  (502)231-2341. 

Frank  may  also  be  reached  by  digital  pager  at  (502)752-2618. 


Sub  j : Areito  in  New  York  and  Featured  Artist 
Date:  2/7/99  1:42:11  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  Iuaonbo  1 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAINO-L@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

THE  TAINO  FORUM  #11 

A Celebration  Honoring  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Caribbean 

The  United  Confederation  of  Taino  People  (UCTP)  will  hold  its  first  annual 

Areito  on  Sunday,  March  28,  1999  from  12  noon  to  6 p.m.  at  23  St.  Marks 

Place  in  New  York  City.  The  event  will  feature  native  cultural  music  and 

dance  presentations,  art  exhibitions,  craft  and  food  vendors.  Admission 

is  $3  for  adults  and  $1.50  for  seniors  and  children.  For  more  information 

call  212-604-4186  or  e-mail:  uctpl493@yahoo.com 

Download  or  print  out  a copy  of  the  poster  from  our  files  at: 

http : //members . aol . com/Biar  aku/areito . htm 


FEATURED  ARTIST: 

Melanio  Xeiti  Aon  Coaybay  Gonzalez 

Xeiti  Aon  Coaybay  Opiyelguobiran,  a descendant  of  the  Taino  People  of  the 
Caribbean  Basin,  was  born  in  Meriden,  Conn.  Throughout  his  entire  life,  he 
always  had  an  interest  in  all  aspects  of  Native  American  culture. 

He  writes  on  about  what  inspires  him: 

"I  began  to  experience  dreams  in  which  I would  be  shown  and  gifted  objects 
of  Ceremony  and  Regaliaj  drums  and  drumsticks,  shields,  headdresses  and 
clothing.  Upon  awakening,  I would  know  how  and  from  what  to  make  them. 

Often  I would  start  immediately,  becoming  so  absorbed  that  I sometimes  found 
myself  holding  the  finished  piece  in  my  hand,  not  know  how  I had  done  it. 

I also  began  to  draw  in  earnest,  doing  portraits  of  the  People  from  all  over 
the  Americas.  Those  portraits  that  I attempted  were  those  that  "drew  me  to 
them"  Their  eyes  spoke  to  me  and  it  almost  seemed  to  be  a recognition 
factor  --as  though  we  had  been  friends  before  and  I needed  to  see  them 
again . 

To  view  more  of  Xeiti  Aon's  work,  visit: 
http : //members aol . com/STaino/melsart . htm 


To  look  oven  past  Forum  topics,  please  go  to  our  newly  updated  website  at: 
http: //members . aol . com/STaino 


Date:  Mon,  8 Feb  1999  11:08:53  -0600 

From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Upcoming  Symposiom  & Luncheon 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

American  Indian  Students  and  Friends 
Symposium  and  Luncheon 

to  celebrate  American  Indian  Urban  Higher  Education  Initiative 

loin  us  to  give  a special  honoring  ceremony  for  W.  Roger  Buffalohead 

in  recognition  of  his  30  year  commitment  to  improving  higher  education  for 

American  Indian  people 

Monday-  February  22,  1999 

9:00a.m.  - 1:30p.m. 

University  of  Minnesota,  St.  Paul  Campus 
1890  Buford  St.  S.E. 

Earle  Brown  Conference  Center 

Call  651-523-2989  for  more  information. 

"That  which  one  learns  so  shall  one  do  in  life." 

Vikki  Howard' 

Community  Relations  Coordinator 
Department  of  American  Indian  Studies 
107  Scott  Hall 
72  Pleasant  St.  S.E. 

Minneapolis-East  Bank  campus 
626-9247 


Date:  Mon,  8 Feb  1999  17:09:54  -0600 
From:  "C.D.  White"  <wordpath@ipa . net> 

Sub j : new  powwow 

Our  village  was  "discovered"  by  the  Indians  of  many  tribes  who  camped  near 
here  because  of  the  "healing  medicine"  springs.  No  tribe  was  allowed  to 
bring  weapons  into  the  area  because  it  was  considered  sacred.  If  they 
wanted  to  camp  here  they  had  to  do  so  in  peace  with  all  tribes,  so  this  has 
always  been  a place  of  healing  and  peace. 

In  the  late  1800's,  a white  doctor  discovered  the  "magic  indian  healing 
spring"  and  we  have  been  a tourist  place  ever  since.  (You  can  check  out  the 
town  at  www.eureka-usa.com  or  eurekasprings . org)  Now  it's  time  to  honor  the 
original  keepers  of  the  "magic,  healing  spring".  This  will  be  our  first 
Heritage  Festival  and  Powwow,  so  it  will  start  small.  The  sponsors'  goal 
is  to  have  two  powwows  a year  and  build  a Heritage  Village  and  Center  with 
the  proceeds.  Please  support  them  if  you  can  get  to  NW  Arkansas  and/or 
would  like  to  participate  in  some  of  the  contests,  storytelling,  etc: 

Dune  19-20  First  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Festival 

and  Powwow  at  Turpentine  Creek  - Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
For  information  and  contest  entry  contact:  Cat  Coones  501-253-2116 
or  email:  wordpath@ipa.net 

Acres  of  singers,  dancing,  contests,  storytelling,  arts  & crafts,  American 
Indian  food  and  more!  All  drums  welcome!  Proceeds  will  benefit  the 
building  of  a Native  American  Heritage  Center  and  Village  at  Turpentine 
Creek. 

MC:  Kelly  Anguoe  (Kiowa/Cherokee) 

Arena  Director:  Dohn  Hummingbird  (Cherokee/Kiowa) 

Head  Singer:  Patric  Oyebi  and  the  Drumbusters  (Kiowa) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  George  Coser  (Creek) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Dudy  Coser  (Sac/Fox) 

Head  Boy  Dancer:  Vernon  Tsusie  (Ponca/Navaho) 

Head  Girl  Dancer:  to  be  announced 
Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Dohn  Mouse  (Cherokee) 

Adults  $8  Children  and  Seniors  $5  Gates  open  at  11  AM 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  3anet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Charles  Cambridge,  Ph.D.,  Deanine  R Pinkney,  Lotanna,  Kanatiyosh,  Vechet, 
Craig  Benjamin/Native  Americas,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Tomahawk, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Martha  E.  Ture,  Butterfly, 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  Reginald  D.  Atkins,  Fred  Swader, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders, 

Carmen  Shuler,  3anet  Smith,  Gayle  Swanson,  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief, 
Barbara  Landis,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Lynette  Avery 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  18  01:23:35  1999 
Date:  Tue,  16  Feb  1999  18:40:51  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.008 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
UUCP  email;  Native  Americas  3ournal/Akwe: kon  Press; 

Mohawk  Nations  News;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
Newsgroups : alt . education, soc . college, soc . history, alt . native, 
soc . culture . native, soc . rights .human, soc. culture. Canada, soc. libraries. talk 
http : //www. billingsgazette . com/regionframe . htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"In  my  youthful  days,  I have  seen  large  herds  of  buffalo  on  these 
prairies,  and  elk  were  found  in  every  grove,  but  they  are  no  more, 
having  gone  towards  the  setting  sun." 

Chief  Shabonee,  Potawatomi 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  i 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

i Dourney  j 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

l i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  fasts  for  Leonard  have  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  dominant 
media.  I send  praise  to  all  who  have  sacrificed  for  this  Lakota-Ojibway 
brother. 

National  media  has  all  but  ignored  the  many  who  have  come  from  the  four 
directions  to  walk  for  the  Buffalo  Nation.  This  is  a difficult  507  mile 
long  walk.  It  is  winter  in  Montana.  They  have  been  warmly  greeted  all 
along  their  path  and  given  comfort  and  places  to  sleep.  This  is  good. 

It  saddens  me  more  than  I have  words  to  express  that  the  Vatican  is 
building  a telescope  on  Big  Mountain,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock 
is  wantonly  slaughtering  buffalo,  the  Backbone  of  the  World  is  feeling 
the  bite  of  the  drillers  bit  and  our  Mother  bleeds  on  Sweetgrass  Hills. 

These  places  and  things  are  all  Sacred  to  People  of  the  First  Nations. 
Would  the  occupation  forces  be  so  cavalier  if  the  Dine'  built  a hogan 
on  the  floor  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  the  Lakota  casually  slaughtered 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


all  cattle  that  strayed  onto  public  trust  lands,  or  the  Blackfeet  trenched 
a ditch  through  the  Tabernacle  in  Salt  Lake  City? 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

I am  really  pleased  to  include  two  events  in  the  Events  section  at  the 
end  of  this  issue  dedicated  to  the  restoration  of  Native  languages.  It 
is  really  alarming  to  look  at  a list  of  languages  that  are  believed  to  be 
in  the  last  generation  of  those  who  can  speak  them  and  realize  how  many 
are  ours. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

Marietta,  GA  30087,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Mohawk  Elder  Andrew  Maracle  Dies 

- Onondaga  Elder's  Death 
Being  Investigated 

- Walk  for  the  Buffalo 

- Buffalo  and  Politics 

- February  6th  Protests  to 
Free  Leonard  Peltier 

- European  Parliament 
Demands  Leonard's  Freedom 

- Message  from  Someone 
Fasting  for  Leonard 

- Four  Days  of 
Faxing  for  Leonard 

- Leonard  and  the  Christmas  Trap 

- New  Ways  of  Social  Struggle 

- Militarization  and 
Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico 

- More  on  Tsuu-Tina  Inquiry 


Respect  Tribal  Sovereignty 

Big  Mountain  Letter  Campaign 

Miami  Circle  Emergency 

Two  Annouce  Bids  for  Cherokee  Chief 

Cherokee  Nation  Election  List 

Canada  Aboriginal  Rights 

U.S.  Tolerance  of 

Native  Spiritual  Practices 

American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial 

Native  Seeds  & Gardens 

Being  Indian 

Navajo  Sheep  Camp 

Native  Prisoner 

A Hundred  Years  Ago 

Poem:  Little  Things 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Conferences  and  Powwows 

Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Mohawk  Elder  Andrew  Maracle  Dies 


Date:  Wed,  10  Feb  1999  11:17:34  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : Mohawk  Elder  Andrew  Maracle  Dies 

CASNP.  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory.  10  Feb.  99.  The  members, 
supporters  and  friends  of  the  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Native  Peoples  (CASNP)  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  its  elders.  CASNP 
extends  its  deepest  regards  to  his  family.  Andrew  Maracle,  at  84  years 
of  age,  of  Tyendinaga  Mohawk  Territory  near  Belleville,  Ontario,  died  on 
Tuesday,  February  9th  1999  after  a speaking  engagement.  He  was  a 
tireless  activist  for  Indigenous  rights,  always  showing  up  when  least 
expected,  but  never  missing  a commitment  when  he  promised  to  be  there. 

He  said  he  did  not  believe  in  Indian  time.  He  brought  to  CASNP  a lot  of 
wisdom,  support  and  encouragement.  "When  we  figured  things  were  going 
down  he'd  bring  us  back  up",  said  Kay  Murphy  of  CASNP.  He  went  to 
Sudbury  in  the  summer  of  1997  to  pay  his  respects  to  Art  Solomon, 
another  longtime  CASNP  elder  and  advisor  who  died  also  at  84  years  of 
age.  Andrew  Maracle  has  been  a witness  on  many  a court  battle,  the  most 
recent  for  Loran  Thompson  of  Akwesasne  over  the  Canada-United  States 
border  crossing  issue.  He  was  always  telling  us  different  things  we  had 
to  remember  about  our  history.  He  kept  a wealth  of  documents  that  he 
wanted  us  to  use  in  our  battle  for  sovereignty.  One  of  his  greatest 
passions  was  for  the  preservation,  use  and  development  of  the  Mohawk 
language.  We  were  privileged  to  have  him  as  an  elder  at  CASNP. 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  of  CASNP,  knew  him  for  most  of  her  life.  "He 
was  great  friends  with  my  aunt  Annie  Horn.  He  said  they  would  drink 
tea  and  tell  old  stories  for  hours.  She  was  one  of  the  most  humorous 
people  he  knew.  Andrew  Maracle  always  encouraged  people  like  me.  He 


was  with  us  in  the  early  1960's  when  we  put  on  the  historic  "Iroquois 
Speak"  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel  in  Toronto.  That  was  the  first  time  the 
public  ever  heard  anything  about  the  long  history  of  Iroquois  rights  and 
grievances.  Andrew  sat  on  the  panel  with  Stanley  Mayo  and  Louis  Hall  of 
Kahnawake,  John  Montour  of  Kanesatake  and  myself.  They  are  all  gone 
now.  More  recently,  in  1990  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  Mohawk  Oka 
Crisis.  In  1995  he  immediately  drove  up  to  Stoney  Point-Ipperwash  after 
Dudley  George  was  gunned  down  by  the  OPP.  He  successfully  fought  against 
conscription  of  our  young  native  men  into  the  United  States  army.  He 
was  involved  in  the  taxation  issues  in  both  Canada  and  the  US.  His 
advocacy  and  vision  was  for  all  Indigenous  people  worldwide". 

It  was  his  tireless  energy,  his  vast  knowledge  and  experience,  and  his 
struggle  to  impart  that  knowledge  onto  people  that  are  his  legacy.  Now 
it's  left  to  others  to  carry  on  the  work  of  these  good  people  who  have 
gone. 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples 
Box  991,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 

(Quebec,  Canada)  30L  1B0  450-635-7402  Fax  450-635-2413 
casnp@cyberglobe.net  or  mohawkns@cyberglobe.net 
http: //users . cyberglobe.net/~casnp 

Viewing,  Wednesday  2-4:00  and  7: -9:00  - McGlade  Funeral  Home 
Funeral  (Napanee  Ontario) 

Thursday  at  11:00  a.m.  Evangel  Temple 
FAX  EULOGY  TO  ANDREW  MARACLE  - 613-396-2555 

To  send  flowers  - Aboriginal  Expressions  613-966-0368  or  Bayshore 
Flowers  613-3260 
Contact:  613-354-5626 

"RE : Onondaga  Elder's  Death  Being  Investigated"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Feb  1999  16:07:41  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : ONONDAGA  ELDER'S  DEATH  IN  FIRE  BEING  INVESTIGATED 

MNN  Mohawk  Nations  News.  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory.  13  Feb.  99.  The 
Iroquois  are  grieving  another  death  of  one  of  its  fighting  elders.  At 
approximately  1:00  pm  Thursday  February  11,  1999  Ronald  Hones  Sr.,  age 
64,  was  killed  in  a suspicious  fire  at  his  home  on  the  Onondaga  Nation 
Territory  (near  Syracuse  New  York).  It  suddenly  caught  fire  and  burnt 
up  quickly.  He  had  no  chance  of  getting  out.  Federal  ATF  agents  were 
called  in  to  investigate  what  the  local  fire  chief  in  a preliminary 
statement  said  appears  to  be  suspicious. 

The  Indigenous  nations  of  New  York  State  have  been  fighting  against  the 
corrupt  Chiefs  of  Onondaga  and  other  territories  who  are  selling  out  to 
New  York  State.  His  house  is  right  next  to  NYS  Thruway  81.  He  had 
started  a "People's  Fire"  as  a vigil  after  New  York  State  Governor 
Pataki  and  his  Chiefs  were  forced  to  back  down  on  the  compact  to  bring 
taxation  onto  Indigenous  Territories  throughout  New  york  State.  On  the 
May  18,  1997  he  invited  people  to  the  fire  to  conduct  a tobacco  burning 
ceremony.  It  was  a big  win  for  the  Natives.  Around  12:00  noon  hundreds 
of  New  York  State  Troopers  in  riot  gear  with  clubs  arrived,  surrounded 
them  and  beat  up  the  men,  women  and  children.  26  were  arrested.  Ronnie 
Hones  was  arrested  for  trespassing  and  illegal  assembly  on  his  own 
property.  After  that  almost  100  victims  of  the  attack  brought  a $40 
million  suit  against  the  New  York  State  Troopers  charging  brutality. 

Hones  kept  up  the  people's  fire  on  his  land  and  took  over  the  billboard 
on  his  property.  He  painted  his  own  messages  on  the  sign  pointing  out 
the  corruption  of  the  Chiefs,  lead  by  Oren  Lyons,  Irving  Powliss  and 
Oliver  Gibson.  He  started  a newspaper  with  Tom  Sullivan  trying  to  bring 
out  the  corruption  of  New  York  State  and  the  chiefs  they  control.  He 
even  went  to  the  UN  to  state  this  case. 

"Chief"  Heath  , representing  the  Onondaga  Council  , vehemently  denied 
suspicions  by  the  Hones  family  that  the  fire  was  intentionally  set.  "It 
is  inconceivable  that  a traditional  Onondaga  had  anything  to  do  with 


this.  It's  just  so  foreign  to  their  way  of  being."  Said  "Chief"  Joseph 
Heath,  a non-native. 

Mike  Waters,  a fire  coordinator  for  Onondaga  County  said  it  was 
"unusual"  for  firefighters  to  find  a house  so  fully  engulfed  in  flames 
in  the  middle  of  the  day  when  people  were  inside.  "There  was  a whole 
lot  of  fire  in  a hurry  at  midday,  it  was  going  top  to  bottom,  inside  and 
out  and  front  to  back."  Said  Waters. 

So  he  is  gone  now  and  he  must  be  honoured. 

Updates  as  to  this  incident  will  be  sent  as  they  become  available. 

Send  a message  of  support  and  comfort  to  the  People  of  Onondaga  at 
lhpolgar@mailcity.com 

The  Jones  Family  will  be  at  the  Butler  Bateman  Funeral  Home  315-492-4264 
Sunday,  February  14th  1999.  Contact  315-478-7838. 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News 
mohawkns@cyberglobe . net 

"RE : Walk  for  the  Buffalo"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  1999  21:04:22  -0700 
From:  "Wolf song"  <wolf song@hills . net> 

Sub j : Walk  for  the  Buffalo 

This  article  was  printed  in  the  Thursday,  February  11,  1999  Denver  Rocky 
Mountain  News  by  News  Staff  Writer  John  C.  Ensslin: 

BISON- LOVERS  WALK  ALONG  HIGHWAY  TO  PROTEST  SLAUGHTER  BY  MONTANA 
A group  of  people  protesting  the  slaughter  of  bison  that  wander  outside 
the  park's  boundaries  are  walking  507  miles  from  Rapid  City,  S.D.  to 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 

"We  want  to,  in  a good  way,  a peaceful  way,  a respectful  way,  to 
exercise  our  right  to  exercise  religious  freedom,"  said  Joseph  Chasing 
Horse,  a Lakota  leader. 

The  group,  which  left  Rapid  City  at  sunrise  Sunday,  plans  to  reach 
Yellowstone  via  the  park's  northern  entrance  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

By  Tuesday,  about  50  people  from  several  tribes  as  well  as  many 
non-Indians  had  left  Alzada  in  southeastern  Montana,  accompanied  by  10 
vehicles  and  six  horses.  Chasing  Horse  said. 

The  Lakota  consider  the  Yellowstone  bison  to  be  the  last  free  roaming 
herd  in  America. 

The  group  is  walking  along  a highway  that  parallels  a traditional 
migratory  route  that  earlier  generations  of  Lakota  followed.  Chasing  Horse 
said . 

He  said  the  walkers'  progress  can  be  followed  on  the  Internet  at 
www.kevhead.com. 

Chasing  Horse,  who  has  been  shuttling  supplies  to  the  group,  said  the 
journey  is  more  religious  than  political. 

Members  want  to  call  attention  to  bison  of  the  Yellowstone  herd,  which 
has  been  shot  or  captured  as  they  migrate  north  across  the  park's 
boundaries . 

Some  of  the  bison  carry  brucellosis,  a disease  that  ranchers  fear  could 
spread  to  their  cattle. 

In  1996,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  shot  or  sold  for  slaughter 
some  1,100  bison  as  they  migrated  beyond  the  park. 

That  action  spurred  lawsuits  which  led  a federal  judge  to  place  limits 
on  the  number  of  bison  that  can  be  killed.  So  far  this  year,  13  bison 
have  been  slaughtered  after  testing  positive  for  brucellosis. 

John  C.  Ensslin 
News  Staff  Writer 
February  11,  1999 

- — "RE:  Buffalo  and  Politics"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Feb  1999  12:06:30  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Rocky  <rocky@kiva . net> 

Sub j : Politics 


Now  that  the  "trial"  in  Washington  is  over,  it  seems  a good  opportunity 
for  the  Native  People  to  petition  the  President  for  an  interview  and 
hearing,  to  address  their  grievances. 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder  wrote  the  President  a wonderful  letter  recently. 
She  should  bring  a delegation  to  Washington,  DC  to  give  him  the  truth 
about  the  slaughter  of  the  last  wild  bison. 

The  bison  is  a religious  symbol,  like  the  Cross  or  the  Star  Of  David. 

To  kill  off  the  bison  as  officials  are  doing  now,  is  religious  and 
ethnic  persecution,  and  as  such  is  unlawful. 

The  bison  represents  the  heart  and  soul  of  a people,  and  must  be 
respected.  It  also  is  a National  Treasure,  like  the  Bald  Eagle,  and 
in  addition,  this  American  species  is  endangered. 

At  the  close  of  their  historic  walk  to  Yellowstone,  the  People  who 
are  gathered  together  there  should  make  their  appeal  to  President 
Clinton,  who  knows  what  it  means  to  be  persecuted. 

Sincerely, 
lean  A.  Harper 
Earth  Isle 


"RE : February  6th  Protests  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  08  Feb  1999  17:48:57  -0600 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : first  reports  on  the  February  6th  protests  to  free  Leonard  Peltier 

REPORT  ON  THE  FEBRUARY  6,  1999  ACTIONS 

You  did  a great  job  please  keep  it  up!  We  hope  to  see  you  this  summer  at 
the  conference.  If  you  need  newsletters  or  posters  please  let  us  know. 
785-842-5774 

PARIS,  FRANCE 

Saturday,  February  6th,  1999 
2:00  to  4:00  pm 
U.S.  Embassy 

On  February  6th,  about  60  people  gathered  in  front  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Paris  demanding  freedom  for  political  prisoners  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia 
Abu-lamal.  The  demonstration  was  organized  by  the  union  CNT/AIT  and  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - France.  Members  of  Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG  - 
France,  of  the  CNT/AIT,  of  the  COSIMAPP  (Mumia 's  Support  Committee  in 
France),  of  the  Anarchist  Federation  (FA),  of  the  AADP  (Americans  Against 
Death  Penalty),  etc,  stayed,  from  2pm  to  4pm,  under  the  rain,  in  front  of 
the  main  gate  of  the  US  Embassy,  holding  " Free  Peltier  ! " and  " Save 
Mumia  ! " banners  and  posters.  Corto  Ravena,  secretary  for  international 
relations  of  the  CNT/AIT  spoke  about  the  involvement  of  their  union  in 
solidarity  with  Leonard  and  Mumia  and  all  political  prisoners  fighting  for 
their  social  rights  and  against  racism.  Then  the  coordinator  of  the  LPSG  - 
France  spoke  about  Leonard's  case  and  the  mutual  solidarity  between  the 
campaigns  to  free  Leonard  and  Mumia.  The  two  statements  written  by  Leonard 
The  week  prior  this  demonstration,  the  LPSG  - France  (along  with  the 
organization  KWIA)  were  lobbying  the  European  Parliament  (EP)  to  have  a new 
resolution  on  Leonard's  case  presented.  The  LPSG  - France  made  and  proposed 
in  coordination  with  the  LPDC  - Int'l  Office,  a draft  resolution  to  several 
EP  members.  Today  (Monday  8th),  I received  the  information  from  the 
European  Parliament  that  the  resolution  is  registered  and  will  be  debated 
next  Thursday  and  presented  to  vote,  next  Friday.  The  resolution  is  on  a 
good  way...  Once  again,  I am  calling  the  LPSGs  in  Europe  to  lobby  the 
Members  of  the  European  Parliament  from  their  country  before  Wednesday  to 
inform  them  about  Leonard's  case,  health  situation  and  ask  them  to  support 
the  resolution.  You  must  contact  them  at  the  European  Parliament  office  in 
Strasbourg. 

Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini 

Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG  - France  & LPSG  European  Network 


PORTLAND,  ME 


At  an  event  organized  by  David  "Spirit  Bear"  Walton  approximately  fifty 
people,  attended  to  add  their  voices  to  ours.  There  was  a drum  there  and 
the  area  echoed  with  Leonard's  song.  Many  people  stopped  by  to  get  more 
information  and  sign  petitions,  some  even  joined  in  the  march  around  the 
square.  We  were  also  joined  by  supporters  of  Mumia.  Press  coverage  was 
minimal,  but  spirits  were  high  despite  the  cold  all  in  all  a good  day. 

David  Hendren 

Augusta/LPSG 

The  Seventh  Circle 

http: //www. geocities . com/Hea rt land/ Pointe/7293/ index. ht ml 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
Greetings  Friends, 

The  gathering  at  the  UN  Plaza  in  San  Francisco  was  a very  moving  one  as 
they  always  seem  to  be  there.  This  one  was  exceptional  however. 

Of  course  many  police  were  there  which  was  to  be  expected.  The  energy  and 
the  love  for  Leonard  was 

predominate.  The  speeches  were  wonderful  and  when  Bobby  Castillo  spoke  it 
was  very  powerful!  We  must  never  stop  our  fight. 

The  attendance  was  large  it  was  hard  to  say  just  how  many  were  there  as  so 
many  seemed  to  come  and  go.  I would  guess  well  over  150. 

The  drumming  was  an  inspiration  and  you  could  feel  the  Earth  move.  It  was 
Beautiful  even  in  the  pouring  rain.  The  rain  was  good  as  it  gave  us 

strength  as  it  washed  our  Earth.  I have  much  hope  and  know  that  all  of 

us  who  are  doing  everything  we  can  will  succeed  in  seeing  that  our  Brother 
Leonard  will  be  taken  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  for  his  medical  treatment.  We  will 
not  accept  anything  less.  We  will  not  stop  fighting  until  he  is  treated 
medically  and  then  we  will  continue  to  fight  for  his  freedom! 

I would  like  to  add  that  I have  found  very  little  on  the  news  in  our 

country  about  all  that  we  have  been  doing  but  other  countries  are  carrying 
it  much  more.  However  this  really  does  not  surprise  me  as  this 
government  knows  how  very  wrong  they  are! 

Wishing  you  all  much  Peace  and  Love, 

In  Solidarity 
Toksa  ake. 

White  Feather 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA 

Tim  reports  that  75  showed  and  that  because  it  was  such  a busy  location 
many  people  saw  them.  One  TV  station  showed  up.  Many  different  groups 
attended.  It  seems  that  the  local  support  group  is  growing. 

DENVER,  CO 

Kathy  Peltier  reported  that  over  150  people  showed  and  that  the  event  went 
well.  The  statements  were  read  and  the  people  who  were  there  committed  to 
working  for  Leonard's  freedom. 

WASHINGTON  DC 

click  on  this  webpage  to  see  the  protest 

http: //www. sinkers . org/peltier_demo-feb99/index. html 

Washington,  DC,  "The  'Ehh,  whatever'  capital  of  America",  02.05.99  --  Once 
again,  as  at  the  Mumia  demonstration,  this  reporter  was  disappointed  by  the 
turnout  --  perhaps  fifty,  tops  --  but  he  was  still  glad  to  be  with  those 
present  at  the  FBI  Building,  and  glad  to  see  that  people  still  give  a damn' 
about  what  happens  to  people  like  the  American  Indian  Movement's  Leonard 
Peltier  and  the  dozens  of  other  political  prisoners  held  by  the  what  is 
allegedly  the  freest  nation  on  Earth. 

Left  with  infected  teeth  and  almost-constant  pain  by  a botched  oral 
surgery  and  a thinly-disguised  assassination  attempt,  Peltier  is  only  able 
to  open  his  mouth  about  a quarter-inch  and  forced  to  chew  with  his  lips;  a 
campaign  is  underway  to  allow  his  treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  which  has 
offered  to  treat  him  without  cost. 

http: //www. sinkers . org/peltier_demo-feb99/index. html 
Text,  photography,  audio/video  recording  by  Mike  Flugennock, 
f lugennock@sinkers . org 


NOTE:  All  file  sizes  are  approximate.  If  you're  a microradio  programmer 
planning  on  saving  audio  samples  for  rerecording  or  rebroadcast,  I strongly 
suggest  you  take  the  extra  time  and  download  the  .wav  versions. 

AS  EFFORTS  ARE  MADE  TO  HAVE  PELTIER'S  INFECTED  TEETH  AND  IAW  TREATED  AT  THE 
MAYO  CLINIC,  veteran  peace  and  freedom  activist  Dave  Dellinger  reminds  us 
of  the  importance  of  redoubling  our  efforts. 

IN  REPLY  TO  PRO- ESTABLISHMENT  WHINING  ABOUT  THE  TWO  FBI  AGENTS  KILLED  IN 
THE  INFAMOUS  1975  RESERVATION  GUN  BATTLE,  demonstration  organizer  Breeze 
Luetke-Stahlman  reminds  us  of  the  number  of  Indians  --  killed  by  Government 
agents  --  whose  murders  have  not  received  so  much  as  an  investigation. 

ABOVE:  DEMONSTRATION  ORGANIZER  BREEZE  LEUTKE-STAHLMAN  models  this  stunning 
little  basic  black  number  from  her  new  winter  collection  of  styles  for  the 
well-dressed  subversive.  A favorite  common  theme  lately  seems  to  be  puppets 
representing  large  agencies  as  puppeteers  manipulating  puppets  themselves. 
ABOVE:  WHO  WOULD'VE  THOUGHT  we'd  see  the  glorious  day  when  the  Eagle  soars 
with  the  Pig! 

LEFT:  THE  GRAY  PANTHERS'  LOUISE  FRANKLIN- RAMIREZ,  93,  in  attendance  at  the 
FBI  demonstration.  There  may  not  have  been  a lot  of  folks  there  that  day, 
but  at  least  Louise  was  among  them.  Find  out  more  about  Louise  and  her 
encounter  with  Marriott  hotel  security  and  DC  police  at  the  "Arms  Bazaar" 
demonstration  last  fall. 

BRUSSELS,  BELGIUM 
Brussels  - Belgium 
Saturday,  February  6,  1999 
3:00  to  4:00  pm 
U.S.  Embassy 

15  KOLA  members  made  a surprise  "attack"  on  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  the  capitol 
of  Europe. 

The  gates  around  the  closed  embassy  were  decorated  with  several  huge 
banners,  upside  down  American  flags,  posters  of  Leonard  Peltier,  and  dozens 
of  slogans  on  cardboard. 

The  embassy  security  guards  did  not  anticipate  the  action  and  were 
flabbergasted.  After  about  five  minutes,  they  started  taking  down  the 
banners  and  put  them  on  a heap.  These  banners  were  immediately  re-captured 
by  the  activists  and  hung  on  the  gates.  This  cat  & mouse  game  lasted  for 
about  half  an  hour. 

Two  activists  threw  the  board  and  photographs  into  the  embassy's  garden 
where  they  ended  up  in  the  trees  and  on  the  grass.  All  face  up,  to  our  own 
astonishment . 

In  the  meantime,  security  had  warned  the  metropolitan  police  and  the 
federal  gendarmes  who  arrived  within  five  minutes.  One  of  the  activists 
was  asked  to  give  a statement  about  the  purpose  of  the  action.  The 
statement  lasted  about  25  minutes  because  she  explained  the  entire  Peltier 
case  from  day  1...  The  police  officer  had  to  repeat  every  word  on  the  phone 
to  the  commissioner  at  the  police  headquarters.  Without  losing  his  temper, 
the  police  officer  translated  every  word  from  Dutch  into  French.  After 
this,  the  commissioner  gave  the  okay  to  put  up  the  banners  (again) 
and  to  leave  the  activists  at  the  gates  for  another  15  extra  minutes. 

The  federal  police  did  not  need  an  explanation  about  who  Leonard  Peltier 
was,  because  the  captain  of  the  gendarmes  had  just  watched  a report  on  CNN 
about  the  worldwide  actions.  He  convinced  the  embassy  security  that  we  were 
no  terrorists,  but  human  rights  activists  defending  a "political  prisoner" 
(his  words,  not  ours  ! - smile) 

More  police  arrived  and  the  Peltier  case  was  explained  again.  They  told  us 
to  ask  for  a permit  in  the  future.  The  banners  were  not  confiscated.  They 
also  allowed  us  to  take  photographs,  which  is  in  fact  never  allowed  at  a 
federal  building. 

Instead  of  a 15-minute  blitz  action,  we  remained  at  the  embassy  for  nearly 
a full  hour;  and  were  even  given  a permit  to  demonstrate  the  rest  of  the 
day  across  the  street.  We  decided  not  to  stay  because  the  ambassador  nor 
any  of  the  other  embassy  personnel  was  working  today. 

The  posters  and  boards  remained  in  the  embassy  entrance  garden;  and  will 


probably  remain  there  until  Monday  morning.  One  photo  of  Leonard  taken 
during  the  extradition  23  years  ago,  was  given  to  the  police  so  they  would 
remember  his  name... 

FREE  PELTIER! ! ! ! 

Elsie,  Christophe,  Agnes,  Anne,  Dominique,  Danny,  Rosita  and  the 
kids,  Myriam,  Dean-Claude,  and  those  four  new  people  from  the 
University  of  Ghent 
KOLA  & LPSG  Belgium 

MILWAUKEE, WI 

fellow  and  sister  workers. 

Over  50  people  rallied  in  the  Riverwest  community  of  Milwaukee.  The 
weather  was  warm  and  sunny,  and  the  cops  behaved  themselves.  We  met  at  an 
inner-city  park,  and  marched  through  our  community,  talking  to  our 
neighbors  and  educating  them  about  the  struggles  of  Leonard  and  Mumia. 

Three  squad  cars  were  at  the  park  before  we  were,  and  another  unmarked  car 
followed  us  the  whole  way.  We  were  approached  by  a subtle  plainclothes  cop 
before  the  march  and  asked  why  we  were  rallying  here  instead  of  at  the 
federal  building.  He  was  told  that  this  is  our  community,  and  that  the 
revolution  starts  by  breaking  the  isolation  that  exists  between  people  in 
their  own  community.  He  didn't  know  what  to  make  of  it  so  he  wandered  off. 

After  the  march  we  went  to  the  community  art  center  for  speakers  and  a 
video  showing  of  "Incident  at  Oglala"  and  food  by  Food  Not  Bombs.  The  day 
was  a major  success  because  over  50  people  in  the  community  in  which  i live 
met  others  who  are  politically  concerned,  found  out  about  the  local  FNB 
group,  the  art  center,  and  finally  got  the  whole  story  on  Leonard,  which 
many  people  didn't  know.  The  cops  were  scared,  which  means  that  we  were 
noticed,  that  we  had  an  effect  on  the  powers  that  be.  It  was  one  of  the 
best  days  i've  ever  had  in  milwaukee,  and  no  one  is  going  to  forget  about 
it  any  time  soon ! 

Victory  is  not  far  off,  the  struggle  continues! 

Dustin 

Milwaukee,  WI 
BALTIMORE,  MD 

Here's  a recap  of  the  first  day  of  the  23-hour  fast/vigil  held  2-6-99  in 
Baltimore,  MD  : 

We  had  about  20  people  show  up,  the  room  provided  by  Baltimore  American 
Indian  Center  was  perfect,  and  we  had  a very  productive  event.  From  12  to 
lpm,  we  made  about  50  bag  lunches  (and  had  lunch  ourselves).  At  1pm,  we 
read  the  statements  by  Leonard  and  Mumia,  and  had  a period  of  discussion 
while  we  cleaned  up  our  space.  We  then  took  the  signs  Bill  Miles  made,  and 
proceeded  down  Broadway  to  the  public  plaza  at  Thames  and  Broadway,  handing 
out  bag  lunches  (which  had  the  flyers  describing  Leonard's  plight  attached) 
to  those  who  were  in  need.  At  the  plaza,  we  took  a spot  where  we  had  good 
visibility  to  both  auto  and  human  traffic  and  handed  out  more  flyers.  The 
response  we  received  from  those  who  stopped  to  talk  was  encouraging! 

We  may  have  been  small  in  numbers,  but  we  carried  the  message  well! 
Tomorrow  members  of  Homewood  Quaker  Meeting  will  break  their  fast  at  9:30 
AM  with  a pancake  breakfast  (Their  members  who  are  fasting  began  their  fast 
at  10:30  AM  today).  The  members  of  Stony  Run  Quaker  meeting  will  end  their 
fast  at  Simple  Lunch,  held  at  12  noon  immediately  after  Meeting  for  Worship. 
Holding  Leonard,  Mumia  and  ALL  political  prisoners  in  the  light. 

Pax! 

Nancy  Miller 
CHICAGO 

Went  well  200  and  250  people  showed  up  to  the  protest  and  the  benefit  also 
went  well.  About  $150  was  raised.  The  spirits  were  high.  Several  people 
called  as  we  were  talking  and  it  seems  like  a very  active  Support  Group  is 
building  in  the  Chicago  area. 

PONTIAC,  MI 

The  Pontiac  Michigan  rally  was  small  but,  all  in  all,  I would  call  it  a 
success.  There  were  only  thirty  people  in  attendance,  but  they  were  quite 


a spirited  bunch.  People  began  arriving  at  1pm.  At  1:20,  we  marched  from 
the  Phoenix  Center  to  the  courthouse  at  the  main  intersection  of  town. 

Many  placards  and  banner  were  displayed.  At  the  courthouse,  I spoke  about 
the  events  on  Pine  Ridge  during  the  1970 's  and  told  about  Leonard's 
imprisonment  and  medical  situation.  Many  of  the  people  who  were  present 
did  not  know  his  story  and  so  were  grateful  for  the  background.  Several 
passers-by  were  drawn  into  the  gathering  and  became  active  participants. 
Placards  were  displayed  for  passing  traffic. 

Leonard's  statement  was  read,  as  was  Mumia ' s statement  thanking  the  LPDC 
supporters,  and  the  announcement  of  the  Dune  meeting  in  Kansas.  Then  I 
read  the  piece  I wrote  about  my  reasons  for  participating  in  the  fast. 

This  touched  everyone  quite  deeply.  One  woman  who  had  hidden  her  Indian 
heritage  all  of  her  life  was  moved  to  speak  and  lead  a prayer  circle. 

After  the  speeches  and  prayers,  we  circulated  petitions  and  discussed 
Leonard's  situation,  as  well  as  the  plight  of  political  prisoners  in 
general.  Labor  agitators  spoke  of  activating  organized  labor  behind  the 
causes  of  Leonard  and  Mumia,  with  an  eye  toward  organizing  strikes  and 
possibly  even  general  strikes  in  support  of  these  two  men. 

At  3pm,  many  of  us  traveled  over  to  Terry  Red  Eagle's  Trading  Post,  where 
there  was  much  more  discussion.  Everyone  who  is  fasting  reports  an  easy 
and  serene  start  to  their  fasts.  Red  Eagle  has  already  been  fasting  for 
two  days  and  is  holding  up  quite  well.  Everyone  was  worried  about  him 
because  he  is  diabetic,  but  he  is  drawing  on  a well  of  inner  strength  and 
instead  lends  support  to  all  of  us.  Everyone  finally  departed  at  5:30. 

In  a cold  wind,  I hear  the  sound 
of  a man  crying  for  freedom. 

We  are  the  army  to  set  him  free. 

(In  a warm  wind,  I hear  the  sound 
of  the  Earth  crying  for  love. 

We  are  the  physicians  to  heal  her.) 

Dale  Allen  Pfeiffer 

ATLANTA,  GA 
LPDC, 

Last  night's  benefit  was  great!  People  kept  coming  in.  We  raised  $708,  half 
of  which  will  be  in  the  mail  to  the  lpdc  tomorrow.  The  other  half  of  course 
goes  to  the  lpcf. 

Kathy  Carllile  couldn't  make  it.  I was  looking  forward  to  hearing  her, 
but  she  was  sick.  I've  heard  that  she  sounds  like  a cross  between  Aretha 
Franklin  and  Danis  Doplin.  The  ex-PAND  Band  (performing  artists  for  nuclear 
disarmament)  played  till  4 a.m. 

We  had  a march  before  the  concert.  About  ten  of  us  carried  signs  through 
Atlanta.  It  went  well,  better  than  I had  expected.  There  was  a long  line  of 
people  waiting  to  get  into  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe.  A lot  of  them  were  from  a 
Lutheran  church  group  and  were  very  interested  in  hearing  about  Leonard.  We 
gave  them  some  literature  and  I think  that  some  of  them  will  probably  try 
to  help.  There  were  also  some  non-Lutherans  in  town  who  expressed  interest, 
including  a cop  on  a motorcycle  who  asked  if  I thought  it  would  be  all 
right  for  me  to  shoot  him  if  he  tried  to  arrest  me  for  stepping  off  the 
curb.  I asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  shoot  at  me  first  without  any  warning 
like  the  two  agents  shot  at  AIM.  He  said  that  he  would  look  into  the  case. 

We  still  have  some  bumper  stickers  and  buttons  left  and  will  continue  to 
sell  them  and  send  you  the  money  as  we  do. 

Reid 


TACOMA,  WA 

NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.0.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464 
bayou@blarg.net 

TACOMA,  WA,  FEB.  6TH  LEONARD  PELTIER  MARCH  AND  RALLY  REPORT 
For  days  on  end  it  has  rained  here  in  the  northwest.  Today,  it  rained  in 
Tacoma  up  to  an  hour  before  the  march.  North  of  us  there  was  heavy  rain  in 
Seattle  south.  South  of  us  there  was  heavy  rain  from  Olympia  north.  But  the 
rain  here  in  Tacoma  stayed  away  for  our  march  and  rally.  The  sun  even  came 


out  for  awhile,  though  the  weather  man  said  no  sun  would  be  seen  today.  We 
heavy  rain,  strong  winds  blowing,  blown  down  trees,  floods  and  power 
outages  all  around,  we  were  blessed  and  we  gave  thanks. 

Even  with  the  threatening  weather,  around  180  people  came  out  to  march  and 

rally  for  Leonard  Peltier.  We  began  our  march  from  the  Puyallup  Nation 
Tribal  Grounds  and  marched  3 miles  to  the  Federal  Court  House  in  downtown 
Tacoma.  There  we  held  our  rally  with  speakers  talking  about  Leonard's 
case,  his  medical  condition,  the  fast/hunger  strike  and  how  we  were 
standing  with  people  across  the  U.S.  and  other  places  of  the  world.  The 

rally  ended  with  a drum  and  the  Leonard  Peltier  Honor  Song.  And  then  the 

rains  and  heavy  wind  came  back. 

Arthur  I.  Miller  NWLPSN 

LAWRENCE,  KS 

Kyle  and  Pat  from  Amnesty  International,  Pat,  Gina  and  Keith  from  the  LPDC 
and  C.T.  Butler  , co-founder  of  Food  Not  Bombs  held  signs  and  passed  out 
flyers  starting  at  noon  at  9th  and  Massachusetts.  Many  people  stopped  by 
the  table  and  sign  the  petition.  At  4:00  PM  the  event  really  started  at 
the  lava  Break  at  7th  and  New  Hampshire.  Over  40  people  attended.  Channel 
6 and  the  Pitch  Weekly  covered  the  event.  We  read  Leonard's  statement, 
Mumia  Abu-lamals  letter  of  support  and  several  chapters  from  Leonard's  new 
book  "My  Life  is  My  Sundance."  The  event  ended  with  several  songs  by  local 
performers  including  Gina  Chiala  and  Mauricio  Navia. 

Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 

Dune  25-27,1999  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  Kansas 

lune  26th,  1999  will  be  the  twenty-fourth  anniversary  of  the  shoot  out  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  which  lead  up  to  the  illegal  incarceration  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been  in  prison  now  for  twenty-three 
years  and  as  he  gets  older,  prison  policies  become  more  and  more  abusive 
making  the  time  more  difficult  for  him  to  do.  His  health  is  deteriorating 
and  it  is  important  now  more  than  ever  that  we  pull  our  forces  together  in 
unity  and  focus  all  of  the  support  and  love  that  exists  for  him  into  a 
massive  collective  effort  to  gain  his  freedom.  The  LPDC  will  be  sponsoring 
the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  on  Dune  25,  26,  and  27  at  Haskell 
Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  Kansas  in  an  effort  to  make  this 
happen.  The  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  build  a more  effective  support 
group  network.  With  all  of  the  people  who  have  agreed  to  participate  in 
panels,  run  work  shops,  and  attend  the  conference  putting  their  heads 
together  to  develop  concrete  strategies  to  gain  freedom  for  Leonard 
Peltier,  we  are  bound  to  develop  a strong,  successful  campaign. 

The  conference  will  open  with  traditional  Lakota,  David  Chief  and  Oglala 
fire  fight  survivors,  lean  Day,  lean  Bordeaux  Roach,  and  Edgar  Bear  Runner 
welcoming  everyone  to  the  conference. 

Panel  discussion  topics  will  include  presentations  on  the  legal  status  of 
Peltier's  case,  the  international  campaign  to  free  Peltier,  and  Prison 
issues  in  general.  Leonard's  lawyers,  Eric  Seitz,  Carl  Nadler,  Dennifer 
Harbury,  and  Ramsey  Clark  (invited)  will  be  giving  the  presentation  on  the 
legal  case  which  will  be  followed  by  a question  and  answer  period. 

Sylvain  Duez-Alesdrini,  the  European  Peltier  Support  Group  coordinator 
(tentative),  Bobby  Castillo,  international  spokesperson  for  Peltier,  Noal 
Kleinman  of  Amnesty  International  (invited),  and  Lennox  Hinds,  human  rights 
activist  and  lawyer  for  Nelson  Mandela  (tentative)  will  be  giving  the 
presentation  on  the  status  of  the  international  campaign  to  free  Peltier 
and  its  importance. 

A panel  discussion  on  prison  issues  will  happen  in  order  to  sensitize 
people  to  what  Leonard  and  other  prisoners  are  going  through  on  a daily 
basis  to  create  the  sense  of  urgency  needed  to  free  Peltier.  Ida  Robinson, 
former  political  prisoner  and  advocate  for  prisoners  with  children,  Helen 
Felix  Baca,  former  Lakota  prisoner  and  Peltier  supporter,  and  Bobby 
Castillo,  former  Marion  Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met  Leonard  in  prison, 
will  be  giving  this  presentation. 

Dennifer  Harbury,  lawyer  and  renowned  Latin  American  human  rights 
activist,  Ernie  Stevens, Dr.,  vice  president  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  Keith  Dennings,  president  of  the  African  American 


Human  Rights  Foundation,  will  be  leading  a workshop  on  lobbying  for  Leonard 
Peltier.  They  will  speak  on  how  to  best  lobby  elected  officials,  NGO's, 
and  tribal  councils. 

There  will  also  be  a work  shop  on  grass  roots  organizing  that  will  be 
conducted  by  David  Dellinger,  co-defendant  of  the  Chicago  Eight  and  life 
long  activist,  CT  Butler,  co-founder  of  Food  Not  Bombs,  Dr.  Michael  Yellow 
Bird,  Professor  of  social  welfare  and  First  Nations  activist,  Debra 
Peebles,  radio  broadcaster  and  Native  prisoner  advocate,  Arthur  Miller, 
North  West  Leonard  Peltier  regional  support  group  coordinator,  and 
Dacajeweiah  (Splitting  the  Sky  also  known  as  Dohn  Hill),  ex-Attica 
Political  Prisoner  and  defender  of  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Finally,  there  will  be  a workshop  on  strengthening  the  movement  to  free 
all  political  prisoners  which  will  be  lead  by  Sufiaya  Bukari,  Dericho 
spokesperson,  Geronimo  Di  Daga,  recently  released  Black  Panther  political 
prisoner  (invited),  Mary  Dickinson,  Dericho  State  Coordinator  for  Mondo  we 
Langa  and  Ed  Poindexter,  Pam  Africa,  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal 
and  MOVE  member,  Marcos  Vilar,  Defense  Committee  for  Puerto  Rican  political 
prisoners  and  prisoners  of  war,  Damila  Levi,  companera  of  freedom  fighter, 
Ray  Luc  Lavasseur,  and  Irma  Muniz,  wife  of  Raza  political  prisoner,  Ramsey 
Muniz . 

Organizing  materials  will  be  prepared  and  sold  at  cost  at  the  conference. 
This  will  include  lobbying  packets,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 
Handbook,  a copy  of  "Incident  at  Oglala",  a bundle  of  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse 
news  letters.  The  FBI  files,  literature  to  copy,  buttons,  bumper  stickers, 
T-shirts,  and  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  Banners. 

We  will  also  be  breaking  into  specific  working  groups  where  people  can 
strategize,  dialogue  and  plan  to  take  responsibility  for  certain  areas  of 
Leonard's  campaign.  We  hope  that  everyone  will  leave  this  conference  with 
renewed  inspiration  and  concrete  ways  to  contribute  to  the  campaign  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier  and  all  political  prisoners. 

We  are  still  at  the  early  planning  stages  of  this  conference  so  your 
suggestions  and  input  are  welcome.  You  can  help  by  organizing 
fund-raisers.  We  desperately  need  money  to  make  this  conference  a success. 

You  can  also  help  by  organizing  buses  and  caravans  from  your  areas  to  the 
conference.  The  more  people  to  share  expenses  with  the  better!  Haskell 
has  both  camping  and  dorm  rooms  available.  Food  will  also  be  provided.  We 
understand  the  financial  difficulties  many  may  have  in  coming  to  the 
conference  and  we  are  trying  to  make  it  affordable  as  possible.  Plan  to  be 
in  Kansas  this  Dune  and  register  with  the  LPDC!  Call,  write,  fax,  or  email 
the  LPDC  to  get  a registration  form. 

LEONARD  PELTIER  ORGANIZING  CONFERENCE  Dune  25,  26  and  27,  1999 
HASKELL  INDIAN  NATIONS  UNIVERSITY  - Lawrence,  Kansas 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  is  off  23rd  Street  three  blocks  east  of 
Massachusetts  Street  in  Lawrence,  Kansas 

( 23rd  Street  is  also  Kansas  Route  10  which  intersects  1-35  and  1-435  west 
of  Kansas  City,  MO  ) 

LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 

PO  Box  583  - Lawrence,  KS  66044  - 785-842-5774  FAX  785-842-5796< 

lpdc@idir.net  > 

LEONARD  PELTIER  ORGANIZING  CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name 

Phone email 

Address 

CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  FEE  PER  PERSON 

$25.00 

LODGING 

Dorm  rooms,  camping,  and  hotel  rooms  are  available.  If  you  would  like  to 
reserve  a hotel  room  you  can  call  the  LPDC  to  find  out  what  is  available. 
Camping  will  cost  5.00  a night  and  dorm  rooms  will  cost  15.00  a night. 

Fill  in  the  blanks  below  with  the  appropriate  amounts  and  nights  you  will 
need  lodging. 


Friday  night 
Saturday  night 
Sunday  night 
Total 


FOOD 

All  food  will  be  provided  by  the  Haskell  Cafeteria  and  Food  Not  Bombs.  If 
you  choose  to  have  your  food  provided,  the  cost  will  be  5.00  for  Friday 
night,  15.00  for  Saturday,  and  15.00  for  Sunday. 

Friday  night 

Saturday  night 

Sunday 

Total 

ORGANIZING  KIT 

Organizing  kits  will  be  sold  at  cost  during  the  conference.  They  will 
include  a lobbying  packet,  a Leonard  Peltier  organizing  hand  book,  one  copy 
of  the  documentary,  "Incident  at  Oglala,"  20  news  letters.  The  FBI  files, 

10  buttons,  10  bumper  stickers,  and  a Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  Banner. 

This  will  cost  50.00.  If  you  will  be  purchasing  a kit  let  us  know  so  we 
can  order  appropriately . 

Yes  I would  like  to  purchase  an  organizing  kit  at  the  conference 

I would  like  to  pre-pay  for  an  organizing  kit  and  will  include  50.00  now. 

I will  not  be  purchasing  a kit. 

TOTAL  COST 

25.00  Registration  fee 

lodging 

food 

pre-paid  organizing  kit 

TOTAL-I  have  enclosed  this  amount  with  my  registration  form. 

I am  most  interested  in  participating  in  a working  group  that  will  focus  on: 

direct  action/demonstrations 

lobbying  and  letter  writing 

fund-raising 

media,  writing,  speaking  and  public  outreach 

on-campus  organizing 

legal  research 


Thank  you!  Make  checks  and  $ orders  payable  to  LPDC.  Send  to  PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 

You  will  receive  verification  of  your  registration  for  the  conference  by 
mail . 


- — "RE:  European  Parliament  Demands  Leonard's  Freedom"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Feb  1999  13:54:08  -0800 

From:  Bobby  Castillo  <cuauhtemoc@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  (European  Parliament) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I would  like  to  thank  Sylvain  Duez-Alessandrini  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee/France  and  Martina  Roels  of  KWIA/Belgium  for  their 
hard  work  in  our  meetings  with  members  of  the  European  Parliament  in 
Brussells  Belguim  and  Strausbourg,  France.  Your  Lobby  efforts  made  this 
resolution  possible. 

Bobby  Castillo/LPDC 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 


February  12,  1999 

Contact:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  785-842-5774  or 
Sylvain  Duez-Alessandrini  011-33-1-43-730-580 
Bobby  Castillo-  415-386-7041 
EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT  DEMANDS 

THAT  THE  UNITED  STATES  FREE  POLITICAL  PRISONER  LEONARD  PELTIER 

The  European  Parliament  passed  a new  resolution  yesterday  (February  11, 
1999)  reinstating  their  insistence  that  world  renowned  humanitarian  and 
U.S.,  Indigenous  political  prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  be  granted 
Executive  Clemency  and  that  an  investigation  into  the  improprieties  of  his 
conviction  be  implemented.  Also  included  in  their  resolution  was  the 
insistence  that  Leonard  Peltier  receive  proper  medical  treatment.  The 
resolution  calls  on  the  European  Parliament's  delegation  for  relations  with 
the  United  States  to  raise  the  Case  of  Leonard  Peltier  at  its  next  meeting 
with  its  American  counterparts . 

This  was  in  lieu  of  Amnesty  International's  repeated  show  of  concern  in 
the  fairness  of  Peltier's  trial,  the  US  government's  admission  that 
Peltier's  extradition  from  Canada  was  fraudulently  obtained,  the  US 
government's  violation  of  international  humanitarian  law  and  it's  own 
Constitution  in  not  allowing  Peltier  to  receive  proper  medical  treatment, 
the  complete  absence  of  evidence  regarding  Peltier's  guilt,  and  Leonard 
Peltier's  role  in  the  defense  of  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

The  European  Parliament  passed  a similar  resolution  in  December  of  1994. 
But,  because  Mr.  Peltier  continues  to  reside  unjustly  behind  bars  and 
because  his  misery  has  been  coupled  by  a severe  medical  condition,  this 
additional  resolution  has  been  passed  due  to  the  urgency  of  the 
situation  and  in  order  to  further  implement  steps  to  see  that  Leonard 
Peltier  receives  justice. 

"RE : Message  from  Someone  Fasting  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Feb  1999  20:04:47  -0600 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Message  from  someone  fasting  for  Leonard 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Note:  This  is  a forwarded  message  from  Rachel  Carey  Harper, 
rch@capecod.net.  She  is  among  approx  50  people  fasting  for  Leonard 
Peltier. 

--  Forwarded  message  begins  here  -- 
Subject:  Please  join  me 

Dear  Friends, 

As  you  know  I am  participating  in  the  International  Leonard  Peltier 
Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike.  Part  of  this  action  involves  each  faster 
making  a statement  at  a particular  time  and  disseminating  it  widely. 

The  following  is  mine.  If  you  wish  to  read  what  others  are  saying  please 
refer  to  Ed's  and  my  web  site;  A Spiral  Path  to  Knowhere  - 
http://www.capecod.net/~spiral  where  Fasters'  statements  are  updated 
daily.  (If  you  need  in  depth  information  about  Leonard's  case  you  can 
find  it  at  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html) 

Please  join  me  in  this  action.  Share  my  statement  to  any  contacts  you 
might  have,  follow  through  by  writing  to  the  people  listed  at  the  end 
of  the  statement  for  as  I say  at  the  end  "It  would  be  wonderful  if  the 
hunger  strike  is  a catalyst  to  free  the  political  prisoners  in  the  US 
and  build  a society  of  love,  truth,  joy  and  respect.  Life  is  short  and 
the  power  to  bring  this  about  rests  with  us." 

Love  and  Light 
Rachel 

The  International  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike 
started  February  6th.  Many  people  are  fasting  in  shifts  and  several  have 


committed  to  hunger  strike  until  action  is  taken  to  insure  that  Leonard 
Peltier  gets  treatment  at  the  Mayo  clinic  for  a debilitating  and  life 
threatening  condition  that  was  intensified  by  the  treatment  he  received 
from  the  prison  facilities.  Rachel  Carey-Harper  of  Dennis,  MA  will 
pick  up  for  one  of  the  national  organizers  when  he  completed  his  fast 
on  Feb  20th.  She  will  be  living  on  1-2  cups  of  juice  a day  (plus  water, 
tea,  etc)  until  Leonard  gets  treatment.  If  this  doesn't  happen  by  March 
6th  she  will  re-evaluate  the  situation.  Each  faster  has  been  asked  to 
make  a statement.  This  is  hers. 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

The  International  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger  Strike 
statement  by  Rachel  Carey-Harper 

On  Feb  20th  I will  begin  a hunger  strike  to  get  Leonard  Peltier  the 
medical  attention  he  so  desperately  needs  and  eventually  his  freedom. 

It  is  evident  by  the  facts  that  these  have  unjustly  been  taken  away  and 
withheld  from  him  by  a corrupt  system  intent  on  its  own  preservation, 
profit  and  power.  My  fast  will  be  a spiritual  exercise  with  this  human 
rights  objective.  I will  pray  for  the  people  that  put  him  and  keep  him 
in  this  situation,  the  widows  of  the  slain  FBI  agents  and  ordinary 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I pray  for  changes  in  hearts  and  minds; 
that  they  might  be  open.  I pray  that  truth  and  respect  guide  all  our 
lives.  And  I pray  that  people,  myself  included,  have  the  strength  to 
overcome  any  fear  of  losing  the  privilege  or  power  that  comes  from  white 
supremacy. 

At  a sunrise  to  sunset  prayer  vigil  in  Hyannis,  MA  on  2/6/99  a poster 
from  the  Mashpee  Leonard  Peltier  Support  group  said  'Free  Leonard  and 
Free  Ourselves1.  Freeing  Leonard  and  freeing  all  of  the  political 
prisoners  in  the  US  (or  giving  them  new,  fair  trials  with  juries  of 
their  peers),  is  essential  for  as  the  well  known  slogan  says,  'you 
can't  have  peace  if  you  don't  have  justice'. 

Freeing  ourselves  means,  for  those  of  us  of  European  decent,  living 
lives  that  don't  perpetuate  injustice  and  oppression.  Our  falsehoods 
are  all  around  us  and  the  truth  is  that  we  can't  be  free  while  we  are 
living  a lie.  There  are  thousands,  perhaps  millions  of  examples  of 
these  falsehoods.  We  learned  that  Thomas  Edison  invented  the  light  bulb 
when  Lewis  Howard  Latimer,  a black  man,  invented  the  filament  without 
which  it  would  be  little  more  then  a glass  ball.  Plus,  everyone  whose 
ancestors  came  from  Europe,  has  benefited  from  a system  of  white 
privilege  and  supremacy.  This  is  the  underlying  reason  that  Leonard  has 
been  in  prison  for  23  years  and  is  denied  essential  medical  treatment. 
There  are  four  reasons  that  we  continue  to  live  in  lies;  ignorance, 
closed  mindedness,  fear  and  not  knowing  how  to  do  it  differently. 

Fear  is  an  emotional  closing  in,  a tightening.  Love  is  an  opening 
out,  faith  a letting  go.  Once  white  people  overcome  this  fear  our 
lives  become  richer  with  new  experiences.  Once  we  overcome  the  fear  we 
start  to  do  things  differently.  We  notice  the  race,  gender  and  class 
of  the  experts  to  whom  we  listen,  notice  how  white  supremacy  is  playing 
out  in  our  live.  We  learn  about  and  address  issues  with  the 
prison-industrial  complex,  and  take  action  to  overcome  injustice  freeing 
Leonard  Peltier  with  our  letters,  faxes  and  prayers. 

Ultimately  people  without  color  must  come  to  realize  how  very  much  we 
benefit  from  this  system.  Lucretia  Mott  said  in  regards  to  slavery 
'Our  clothing  is  a stained  with  the  blood  of  the  slave'.  Dust  so  today; 
third-world  women,  living  in  virtually  slave  conditions,  are  making  our 
clothing  and  shoes.  And  it's  true  in  the  US  in  a figurative  sense,  for 
from  the  earliest  grades  those  of  us  of  European  decent  have 
preferential  treatment  which  leaves  people  of  color  at  the  economic 
bottom.  Where  we  predominate,  schools  have  plenty  of  books,  there 
are  adequate  doctors  and  jobs,  cheaper  food,  the  list  goes  on. 

Why  change?  Why  not  protect  white  privilege  and  resist  change  with 
every  means  possible,  even  incarcerate  an  innocent  man?  What's  in  it 
for  us?  The  answer  is,  first,  because  change  is  a fact  of  life. 

Second,  if  our  lives  are  built  upon  lies  who  are  we?  Are  we  the  people 
we  really  want  to  be?  Is  this  the  ideal  for  future  generations?  The 
implications  are  extreme.  One  that  is  less  obvious  is  that  living  a lie 


disconnects  us  from  oun  spiritual  path.  Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  our 
world  was  surrounded  with  peace,  beauty  and  faith.  Isn't  that  what  we 
really  want? 

As  earthquakes  tear  the  fabric  of  the  land,  so  the  violence  of 
oppression  and  injustice  shred  the  harmony  of  inner  peace.  Ultimately, 
the  agents  of  oppression  and  our  whole  society  suffer  spiritually  in 
immense  proportions.  We  become  alienated  from  the  roots  of  our  being. 

If  we  are  willing  to  open  our  eyes,  often  the  suffering  and  pain  of 
victims  can  be  seen.  The  problem  of  this  behavior  for  those  who 
perpetuate  it  however  is  hidden,  even  from  themselves;  like  a fatal 
disease  that  has  no  symptoms.  The  pain  of  survivors  sometimes  lasts  a 
lifetime.  Many  people  who  act  in  oppressive  ways  and  those  who  collude 
with  them  don't  realize  that  until  properly  addressed,  the  injury 
connected  to  their  spiritsoul  will  effect  every  instant  of  their  future 
in  this  lifetime  and  the  next.  We  have  a responsibility  for  the 
atrocities  that  our  systems  perpetrates  whether  it  is  Leonard  Peltier  in 
particular  or  the  death  penalty. 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  the  hunger  strike  is  a catalyst  to  free  the 
political  prisoners  in  the  US  and  build  a society  of  love,  truth,  joy 
and  respect.  Life  is  short  and  the  power  to  bring  this  about  rests  with 
us . 

To  be  true  to  the  spirit  is  to  be  truly  free. 

Rachel  Carey-Harper 
rch@capecod . net 

A Spiral  Path  to  Knowhere  - http://www.capecod.net/~spiral 
(Faster' s statements  posts  updated  daily) 


END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

Ojibwa-Lakota  American  Indian  Movement  activist  and  political  prisoner 
Leonard  Peltier  is  suffering  continuous,  excruciating  pain  because  the 
the  federal  Bureau  Of  Prisons  refuse  him  the  medical  treatment  he 
needs.  This  is  direct  politically  motivated  torture.  For  the  purpose 
of  calling  attention  to  this  torture  and  to  help  mobilize  a campaign  to 
end  this,  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/  HUNGER  STRIKE  has  been 
organized.  At  this  time  there  are  over  50  fasters  taking  part  in  this 
from  across  the  U.S.  and  in  Canada,  France,  Basque  Country,  Russia, 

South  Africa  and  Spain. 

We  are  asking  everyone  who  can  to  send  daily  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen 
Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons,  320  First  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20534,  fax;  202-514-6878;  phone;  202-307-3198;  e-mail  swolfson@bop.gov. 
These  messages  should  ask  that  Leonard  be  allowed  treatment  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic . 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  join  the  fast/hunger  strike,  ordo 
support  work  for  it,  please  send  a message  to:  the  NWLPSN  at; 
bayou@blarg.net 

You  can  also  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  at: 
lpdc@idir.net.  We  are  asking  that  groups  write  up  solidarity  statements 
for  people  in  their  areas  to  sign  and  send  them  to:  U.S.  Pardon 
Attorney,  Roger  C.  Adams,  500  First  St.  NW,  Suite  400  Ref:  Leonard 
Peltier  #89637-132,  Washington,  D.C.  20530  USA.  President  Bill  Clinton, 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20500  USA.  (These  should 
include  support  for  clemency).  Warden  Booker,  Leavenworth  Federal 
Prison,  P.O.  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048  USA.  (These  should  demand 
his  treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic).  Please  send  copies  to:  LPDC.  P.O. 

BOX  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044  USA. 

- "RE:  Four  Days  of  Faxing  for  Leonard" 

Date:  Fri,  12  Feb  1999  01:12:50  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Peltier:  4 days  of  Faxing 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Tuesday  9 February  1999  10:43:00 
From:  NWLPSN,  bayou@blarg.net 


CAMPAIGN  TO  END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 
FOUR  DAYS  OF  FAXING  FEB.  15th  to  18th 

People  from  across  the  world  have  joined  in  the  campaign  to  end  the 
torture  of  Leonard  Peltier.  This  has  come  about  because  of  the  work  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  the  local  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Groups,  the  Feb.  6th  actions,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Solidarity  Fast/Hunger 
Strike  and  many  other  people  working  in  unity  with  each  other. 

We  have  received  word  from  the  office  of  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director  of 
the  Bureau  Of  Prisons  that  they  have  been  flooded  with  e-mails,  letters  and 
phone  calls  from  around  the  world.  WE  ARE  HAVING  A GREAT  EFFECT!  But  we 
need  to  continue  this  and  intensify  our  action.  For  that  reason  we  are 
calling  for  FOUR  DAYS  OF  FAXING.  From  February  15th  to  18th,  we  are  asking 
people  everywhere  to  fax  messages  to  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk  at;  (202)  514-6878 
on  those  four  days. 

Please  continue  your  other  forms  of  sending  messages. 

In  Solidarity  Arthur  D . Miller 

NWLPSN 

LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/HUNGER  STRIKE 

Ojibwa-Lakota  American  Indian  Movement  activist  and  political  prisoner 
Leonard  Peltier  is  suffering  continuous,  excruciating  pain  because  the 
federal  Bureau  Of  Prisons  refuse  him  the  medical  treatment  he  needs.  This 
is  direct  politically  motivated  torture. 

For  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  this  torture  and  to  help  mobilize 
a campaign  to  end  this,  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  SOLIDARITY  FAST/ 

HUNGER  STRIKE  has  been  organized.  At  this  time  there  are  over  67  fasters 
taking  part  in  this  from  across  the  U.S.  and  in  Canada,  France,  Basque 
Country,  Russia,  South  Africa  and  Spain. 

We  are  asking  everyone  who  can  to  send  daily  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathleen 
Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons,  320  First  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20534, 
fax;  202-514-6878;  phone;  202-307-3198;  e-mail;  khawk@bop.gov  or 
swolfson@bop.gov.  These  messages  should  ask  that  Leonard  be  allowed 
treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  join  the  fast/hunger  strike,  or  do 
support  work  for  it,  please  send  a message  to:  the  NWLPSN  at; 
bayou@blarg.net 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- "RE:  Leonard  and  the  Christmas  Trap"  

Date:  Tue,  09  Feb  1999  23:53:09  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Leonard  & the  Christmas  trap 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan 'te. . . 

A lot  of  good  things  were  done  by  a lot  of  good  people  last  Saturday,  for 
Leonard  Peltier.  I feel  100%  certain  that  with  this  kind  of  power  he'll 
be  home  soon.  But  as  I was  giving  thanks  for  all  that  good  will(-power) 
the  people  generated,  I thought  of  the  Christmas  Trap  & became  concerned.. 

Many  years  ago  when  my  first  children  were  gifted  to  my  care,  they  taught 
me  about  the  Christmas  Trap,  & I am  concerned  that  maybe  many  of  those 
good  hearts  who  offered  so  many  slices  of  their  precious  time  for  Leonard 
might  not  know  about  the  trap,  so  I'll  tell  you  about  it,  just  in  case. 

When  children  are  knee-to-hip  size  people,  they  are  still  open  to  many 
worlds  behind  the  artificial,  man-made  ones  that  fill  our  vision  when  we 
grow  into  this  prosumer  society.  Every  day  is  Christmas  for  a long  time 
for  them.  They  taught  me  that  every  day  can  be  Christmas  for  anybody,  any 
age,  just  by  a person  deciding  it  is  so.  "Come  & play  with  us!",  & I went 
& the  sky  didn't  fall,  & the  stock  market  didn't  collapse  & I still  earned 
roof  & bread. 


And  that  fit  in  with  what  my  elders  and  the  land  & life  had  taught  me  up 
to  then.,  that  the  compartments  we  put  up  in  our  lives,  the  "there's  a 

time  & place  for  everything"  is  a sham.  There  is  now,  & it  has  been  since 

the  beginning  & always  will  be  "now",  no  matter  how  you  cut  it  slice  it 
dice  it  box  it  or  say  it.  The  putting  it  all  (life)  in  minutes  & days  & 
millennia  is  a cute  game,  but  children  can  show  you,  very  clearly,  that  we 
live  'now'.  So  who  says  that  Christmas  has  to  be  just  one  day  a year? 

Christmas  is  the  closest  to  being  human  that  a lot  of  people  get  in  this 

"progressive  & caring"  society/cage  that  Wall  Street  built  for  us.  So  we 

made  sure  that  we  did  NOT  celebrate  on  25  Dec  at  our  home,  but  had  at 

LEAST  12-15  Christmases  a year,  complete  with  family  feast  & gifts  & hugs 

& thanks  & a whole  lot  of  love  & coming  together.  Never  really  called 
those  times  "Christmas"  either,  actually,  but  you  catch  my  drift. 

Every  day  is  06  February,  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

He  spends  every  second  of  every  minute  of  every  day  striving  to  have  a 
tomorrow. 

Many  here  know  me,  some  for  a short  time,  some  for  long.  I am  an  ordinary 
man,  no  more  or  less  than  any  one  of  you.,  no  more  or  less  busy  than  any 
of  you  with  survival  & sanity.  Part  of  my  every  day  for  23  years  has  been 

06  February.  There  are  hundreds  reading  this  who  also  share  this  day  as 

part  of  their  every  day. 

Please  don't  fall  into  the  Christmas  Trap  & share  your  time  with  Leonard 
on  just  one  day  a year.  D'you  remember  "the  wave"  around  football  stadiums 
a few  years  ago,  audience  standing  up  in  waves?  For  fighting  for  justice 
for  Leonard  & for  others,  you  don't  have  to  wait  for  "the  wave"  to  get 
around  to  you.  You  can  stand  up  any  time.  That's  the  whole  point.  That's 
what  Leonard  stands  for,  for  your  right  to  stand. 

And  it's  therapeutic  too.  Stand  up  a few  hours  a day/week  & you'll  stand 
taller  in  that  mirror  & in  the  eyes  of  those  close  to  you,  especially  in 
the  eyes  of  the  smaller  ones  who  are  learning  from  you.  In  a way,  it  sort 
of  feels  like  a Christmas  kind  of  feeling. 

So  watch  out  for  that  Christmas  Trap.  Until  Leonard  is  home,  every  day  is 
06  February.  And  on  06  February,  every  time  of  the  week/month  it  rolls 
around  in  your  mind  & heart,  please  ACT  for  Leonard's  freedom,  as  you  do 
on  that  day. 

Call  the  Whitehouse  comments  line  & push  for  clemency.  Call  Canadian  govt 
offices  & push  to  have  that  report  on  Leonard's  extradition  released.  Call 
LPDC-Kansas,  LPDC-Canada,  any  LPSG  close  to  you  (or  form  one),  call 
churches,  unions,  human  rights  & prisoners'  rights  groups,  AIM..,  pray. 

Dust  decide  to  make  06  Feb  part  of  your  every  day/week  & do  something. . 

please. 

masi : cho 

jaom/enethekwe 

"RE:  New  Ways  of  Social  Struggle"  - 

Date:  4:12  PM  Feb  11,  1999 

From:  moonlight@igc.org 

Sub j : New  Ways  of  Social  Struggle 

TRANSLATED  BY  ROSALVA  BERMUDEZ-BALLIN 
La  Dornada,  Saturday,  February  6,  1999 

New  Ways  of  Social  Struggle  attributed  to  the  EZLN  by  Specialists  of 
the  United  States. 

Mexico,  A Laboratory  of  the  "War  of  Networks" 

Dim  Cason  and  David  Brooks,  correspondants,  Washington,  February  5. 

The  Zapatista  rebels  inaugurated  a new  form  of  social  struggle  that  shook 
the  foundations  of  the  Mexican  political  system  and  have  implications  in 
the  future  for  the  strategists  of  National  Security  from  the  United  States 
at  the  international  level.  This  is  maintained  in  a study  prepared  by  the 
army  of  this  country  published  this  week. 

According  to  the  investigation,  Mexico  is  the  laboratory  of  a new  type 
of  conflict  that  is  managed  through  the  articulation  of  local  and 
transnational  networks,  and  which  uses  the  technology  of  the  age  of 


computers  to  promote  its  objectives.  Its  authors  define  this  as  a new 
dimension  of  strategic  studies:  the  "War  of  Networks"  or  NetWAr. 

That  model  was  introduced  by  the  EZLN  and  it  represents  a new  challenge 
for  those  in  charge  of  the  policies  regarding  national  security,  both  in 
Mexico,  the  United  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

"According  to  conventional  mediators,  the  EZLN  has  never  had  much  in  the 
order  of  battle  equipment,  only  a mixture  of  weird  weapons  and  a few 
formations  combat  size",  argued  David  Ronfeldt  and  his  coauthors  in  their 
book  published  by  Rand  Corporation.  However,  in  the  Zapatista  'Social 
Netwar'  in  Mexico,  they  claim  that  the  EZLN  "has  shaken  the  foundations  of 
the  Mexican  political  system,  by  creating  extraordinary  pressures  in  favor 
of  democratic  reforms  and  raising  the  spectrum  of  instability  of  the 
neighbor  on  the  side  of  America". 

Links  with  the  NGOs 

In  the  168-page  study  they  begin  by  describing  the  uprise  in  Chiapas, 
focusing  on  the  EZLN's  links  with  the  media  and  the  local  and  trans- 
national NGOs.  "The  NGOs  were  able  to  form  trans-border  coalitions  that 
were  highly  interconnected  and  coordinated  to  create  a social  netwar  in 
the  age  of  computers  that  would  limit  the  Mexican  government  and  would 
support  the  EZLN's  cause." 

The  "netwar"  concept  which  Ronfeldt  concedes  is  part  of  the  EZLN's 
strategy  is  defined  in  the  development  of  the  social  struggle  through  a 
scheme  of  networks,  or  "network  war".  That,  according  to  the  expert  on 
strategic  and  military  matters  regarding  Mexico,  is  what  gives  a 
particular  definition  to  the  EZLN's  struggle  and  what  distinguishes  it 
from  a classic  guerrilla  insurgency. 

That  new  type  of  conflict  depends,  to  a great  extent,  on  the 
technological  changes  in  communication,  and  in  particular  on  the 
information  exchange  through  the  Internet  network.  "When  is  put  at 
foreground  of  the  'information  operations"  the  insurgents  decentralized 
their  organization  even  more,  and  deemphasized  combat  operations  in  order 
to  obtain  firmer  links  with  the  NGOs",  the  authors  point  out. 

They  maintain  that  the  Zapatistas  dominated  the  political  debate  in 
Mexico  for  two  years  using  that  type  of  strategy,  and  they  offer  a 
detailed  analysis  of  the  links  between  th  EZLN  and  local  and  international 
NGOs,  as  well  as  of  the  use  of  the  new  technology  to  spread  out  the 
information  about  the  conflict. 

The  Mexican  government's  response  was  to  try  to  change  the  focus:  from  a 
fight  against  the  guerrilla  movement  to  how  to  face  a social  network  war. 
The  Center  of  National  Security  Investigations  (CISEN)  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  established  a group  of  interagencies  to  coordinate  the 
efforts  of  various  government  offices,  but  it  only  had  limited  success. 

"There  has  been  a constant  tension  and  an  interplay,  on  the  one  hand,  in 
dealing  with  the  Zapatista  movement  as  a social  networks'  war  in  the 
computer  age,  and  on  the  other,  wishing  to  treat  it  as  insurgency",  the 
researchers  argue. 

"Mexican  military  personnel  and  the  NGOs  are  the  powers  that  frame  that 
conflict",  they  say.  But  according  to  those  Rand  experts,  in  their 
investigation  which  was  ordered  by  the  U.S.  Army,  those  actors  also 
present  a problem  for  the  U.S.'s  wider  political  objectives,  the  State, 
nor  the  NGOs,  who  include  many  leftists  and  Center-leftists,  seem  to  favor 
Mexicos  transition  to  an  open  market  economy",  they  claim. 

The  authors  argue  that  the  Zapatista  network  "seems  to  be  beyond  it 
highest  point",  although  they  advise  that  the  conflict  has  not  ended  and 
it  could  reactivate.  The  study  suggests  that  Mexico  is  now  "the  stage  of 
more  network  wars"  than  any  other  society  in  a similar  stage  of 
development . 

"The  potential  risk  in  a more  serious  future  for  Mexico  is  not  a civil 
war  of  antiquity,  or  another  social  revolution--that  type  of  situation  is 
not  very  probable.  The  greatest  risk  is  a plethora  of  social  network, 
guerrilla  and  criminal  wars.  Mexico's  security  (or  insecurity)  in  the 
computer  age  could  be,  increasingly,  a function  of  network  wars  of  all 
typos . " 

However,  the  authors  consider  that  is  very  unlikely  that  those  factors 


can  provoke  a greater  instability  in  Mexico  in  the  short  run.  Nevertheless , 
they  propose  that  the  military  men  of  the  U.S.  ought  to  adopt  a policy  of 
"cautious  opening"  towards  their  Mexican  counterparts,  and  they  warn  that 
a very  close  relationship  with  military  personnel  in  Mexico  could 
implicate  them  in  strong  hands  policies  and  strategies  in  Mexico. 

Military  and  Strategic  Worry 

An  important  point  in  all  that,  for  Ronfeldt  and  his  colleagues,  is  that 
the  Chiapas  conflict  has  implications  for  the  military  strategy  of  the  U.S. 
in  general.  "Why  does  that  matter  to  the  U.S.  Army?",  they  ask.  "To  a 
great  extent,  it  matters  because  the  world  is  changing  in  ways  that  could 
have  more  of  a probability  of  showing  more  network  wars  than  traditional 
insurgency  wars  in  many  Nation  States  that  are  allied,  or  are  of  interest, 
to  the  United  States. 

The  authors  maintain  that  the  U.S.  military  must  center  its  attention  in 
the  activities  of  the  NGOs  and  Internet  communication. 

"The  NGOs  of  global  civil  society,  whose  focus  is  more  informative  than 
economic,  political  or  military,  could  end  up  being  more  powerful  as 
political  and  strategic  instruments  in  the  computer  age",  they  conclude. 

The  text  of  the  study  is  available  in  the  Internet: 
http: //www. rand . org/publications/MR/MR994/MR994. pdf/ 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http://www.nap . cuhm .mx/nap0 .htm  (Spanish) 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107, this  material  is  distributed 
without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior  interest. 

This  information  is  for  non-profit  research  and  education  purposes  only. 

**We  encourage  you  to  reproduce  this  information  but  please  give  credit  to 
the  source,  translator  and  publication,  thank  you.** 

General  Director : Roger  Maldonado-Mexico  Director  Europe:  Darrin  Wood-Spain 
Advisor  and  Special  Correspondent :Guillermo  Michel-Mexico . 

NAP  Coordination :Susana  Saravia 

"RE : Militarization  and  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Feb  1999  12:30:34  -0500 

From:  "Native  Americas  Journal"  <bfw2@cornell.edu> 

Sub j : Militarization  and  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico 

Newsgroups : soc . rights . human, alt . native 

The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published  by  the  Akwe:kon 
Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of 
emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  western  hemisphere 
visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 

Militarization  and  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico 
By  Jeffrey  V.  Lazarus 

Since  the  passage  of  the  federal  "Law  for  the  Co-ordination  of  the 
National  Public  Security  Council"  in  1995,  allowing  the  military  to  hold 
civilian  posts,  Mexico  has  undergone  a rapid  process  of  militarization. 

The  brunt  of  the  concomitant  intimidation,  repression,  illegal  detentions, 
and  other  human  rights  violations  has  fallen  upon  the  marginalized  sectors 
of  the  population,  especially  Mexico's  9 to  10  million  indigenous  people. 
This  has  led  to  the  country  being  named  to  Amnesty  International's  "dirty 
dozen"  list  of  human  rights  violators  in  1997. 

The  public  reasoning  for  Mexico's  militarization  was  the  Jan.  1,  1994, 
rebellion  launched  by  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN).  In 
the  period  that  followed,  a series  of  dialogues  was  held  with  the 
government,  resulting  in  the  February  1996  peace  accords  signed  at  San 
Andres  Larrainzar. 

Nearly  10  months  after  the  signing  of  the  accords.  President  Ernesto 
Zedillo  rejected  the  final  document  prepared  for  passage  by  Congress.  The 


EZLN  has  subsequently  refused  to  change  "even  a comma"  of  the  document, 
which  has  led  to  government  accusations  of  intransigence.  In  light  of  this 
situation  the  government  has  been  carrying  out  both  a propaganda  as  well 
as  a military  war  against  the  Zapatistas  and  their  supporters.  This 
propaganda  has  included  a presidential  visit  to  Chiapas  in  May  1998,  and  a 
governmental  ad  campaign  called  "Reconciliation  and  Progress  Are  Possible 
in  Chiapas." 

At  the  summit  meeting  of  American  Heads  of  State  in  Chile,  President 
Zedillo  insisted  that  he  would  not  "massacre"  the  EZLN.  Although  this 
promise  to  avoid  violence  has  been  constantly  reiterated,  reality  tells  a 
different  story. 

Since  Feb.  9,  1995,  30  military  compounds  with  over  60,000  soldiers  have 
been  established. 

Unable  to  compete  militarily,  the  Zapatistas  have  made  extensive  use  of 
the  Internet  to  spread  their  messages  abroad  and  combat  government 
propaganda  campaigns.  This  counter-propaganda  has  led  three  commissions 
totaling  over  425  participants  to  visit  Chiapas  and  document  the 
atrocities.  During  the  February  1998  visit  of  200  international  observers, 
the  crimes  were  witnessed  firsthand  when  lose  Tila  Garcia,  a Choi  Indian, 
was  killed  immediately  after  providing  testimony  to  the  commission. 

The  militarization  of  Mexico  goes  far  beyond  the  conflict  in  Chiapas.  It 
should  also  be  seen  in  the  light  of  recent  political  gains  by  opposition 
parties.  A recently  formed  Mexican  NGO  network  to  combat  militarization 
published  a report  in  which  it  was  documented  that  the  majority  of  violent 
repression,  including  murders  and  beatings,  are  not  carried  out  by  the 
military  but  by  paramilitary  groups.  The  report  points  out  that  since  1994 
the  majority  of  victims  of  armed  actions  in  a non-confrontational  setting 
were  members  of  the  political  opposition.  More  than  70  percent  were 
indigenous.  Of  the  44  people  murdered  during  the  first  two  months  of  1998, 
33  were  indigenous. 

While  the  military  officially  undertakes  such  actions  as  "mobilization 
and  control  of  the  population  and  territory, " this  often  creates  the 
conditions  for  armed  attacks  by  the  more  than  16  paramilitary  groups 
operating  in  Chiapas.  The  largest  group,  "Peace  and  Justice,"  was  awarded 
the  equivalent  of  $541,000  in  1997  by  the  governor  of  Chiapas  "to  support 
agricultural  activity."  The  human  rights  center,  Miguel  Agustin  Pro  Duarez 
has  documented  40  assassinations  and  the  displacement  of  4,112  Zapatista 
sympathizers  in  the  northern  zone  of  the  state  by  "Peace  and  lustice."  The 
center  further  documents  PRI-the  ruling  party  in  Mexico-and  military 
involvement  in  the  training  and  funding  of  paramilitary  groups. 

In  addition,  since  1995  the  military  has  entered  a number  of  civilian 
posts,  including  the  takeover  of  numerous  police  functions  and 
directorships  as  well  as  posts  in  the  Institute  to  Combat  Drug-traff icking 
In  the  Iztapalapa  district  of  Mexico  City  there  are  now  2,500  members  of 
the  armed  forces  carrying  out  police  functions. 

A recent  presidential  initiative  to  change  the  constitution  to  recognize 
some  indigenous  rights  falls  far  short  of  the  rights  outlined  in  the  San 
Andres  Accords.  Two  indigenous  autonomous  municipalities  in  Chiapas, 
organized  by  the  Zapatistas,  were  violently  dismantled  in  May.  In  one  of 
them,  "Land  and  Freedom,"  all  records  were  destroyed  and  a number  of 
houses  ransacked  as  dozens  of  non-PRI  indigenous  people  were  detained.  A 
quote  by  a Choi  PRI  supporter  in  Chiapas  is  illuminating:  "the  Chois  who 
do  not  support  the  PRI  have  lost  their  culture.  Samuel  Ruiz  [Catholic 
bishop  of  the  San  Cristobal  diocese]  and  the  Catholics  are  manipulating 
them.  That  is  why  we  kill  them."  This  sad  commentary  exemplifies  the 
success  of  governmental  propaganda  efforts  to  turn  indigenous  peoples 
against  each  other  and  promote  a climate  of  militarization. 
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RADIO  CHATTER  HALTED  AFTER  POLICE  FOUND  BODIES 
Canadian  Press,  February  9,  1999 
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TSUU  T'INA  RESERVE,  Alta.  (CP)  - Radio  communications  stopped  after  an 
RCMP  tactical  team  discovered  the  bodies  of  Connie  Jacobs  and  her 
nine-year-old  son  Ty,  a fatality  inquiry  heard  Monday. 

Cpl.  Tim  Head  testified  that  he  did  not  want  the  father  of  Ty  Jacobs  or 
Const.  Dave  Voller,  who  fired  the  lethal  blast  from  his  shotgun,  to  find 
out  about  deaths  on  the  radio.  "I  made  the  decision  not  to  broadcast  it 
over  the...  radio.  Const.  (Dave)  Voller  had  not  seen  young  Ty  standing 
behind  his  mother.  I didn't  want  him  to  know  immediately,"  said  Head,  who 
commanded  the  tactical  unit  that  first  entered  the  house  after  the  shooting 
last  March  22  on  the  reserve,  just  southwest  of  Calgary.  "I  knew  (Ty's 
father  Hardy  Jacobs)  was  out  there  and  I didn't  want  him  knowing  either." 

Voller  had  been  called  to  the  home  after  a social  worker  and  tribal 
police  said  Connie  Jacobs,  37,  threatened  them  with  a rifle.  The  social 
worker  and  tribal  police  went  to  the  house  to  apprehend  her  four  children 
and  two  grandchildren  after  a family  dispute. 

Voller,  a 17-year  RCMP  veteran,  has  said  Jacobs  was  on  the  porch  with  a 
rifle.  He  has  said  he  told  her  three  times  to  put  down  the  gun  and  returned 
fire  when  she  allegedly  shot  at  him.  The  evidence  so  far  is  inconclusive  as 
to  whether  Jacobs  fired  the  gun,  a gunpowder  residue  expert  testified  last 
week. 

The  inquiry,  headed  by  provincial  court  Judge  Thomas  Goodson,  will  try 
to  determine  what  happened  on  the  reserve  and  how  to  prevent  it  from 
happening  again.  He  cannot  lay  blame. 

RCMP  Const.  Terry  Scotland,  testified  Monday  that  Connie  Jacobs  had  been 
holding  the  rifle's  forestock  in  her  left  hand,  but  her  right  hand  wasn't 
clenched  around  the  trigger,  he  said.  "It  wasn't  grasped  very  tightly," 
Scotland  said.  "It  was  easy  enough  to  take  out.  In  my  opinion  it  didn't 
disturb  the  position  of  the  hand  at  all." 

Scotland  was  challenged  by  Hersh  Wolch,  the  lawyer  representing  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  at  the  inquiry.  Wolch  suggested  removing  the  gun 
makes  it  tougher  to  piece  together  what  happened. 

But  Head  defended  Scotland's  decision.  "Any  firearm  we  come  upon  is 
assumed  loaded  and  dangerous  to  the  team  and  must  be  removed,"  Head  said. 
"When  the  firearm  is  not  in  control,  there  is  danger  to  anybody  moving 
around  it." 

An  RCMP  inquiry  has  cleared  Voller  of  wrongdoing  and  found  no  evidence 
of  racism. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Indian  leaders  tell  Legislature  to  respect  tribal  sovereignty  State 
of  the  Indian  Nations  address  delivered  by  Blackfeet  official 

By  KATHLEEN  McLAUGHLIN 
Gazette  State  Bureau 

HELENA  - With  the  flags  of  Montana's  Indian  nations  hanging  for  the  first 
time  in  the  state  House  of  Representatives,  tribal  leaders  told  the 
Legislature  Wednesday  that  it's  time  for  elected  officials  to  work  together 
for  all  Montanans,  including  the  Indian  nations. 

George  Heavy  Runner,  secretary  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribal  Business  Council  and 
a former  legislator  from  Browning,  delivered  the  speech: 


"If  it's  not  the  courts  that  are  commanding  our  attention,  it's  the  time 
and  energy  we  have  to  spend  educating  the  new  leadership  that  comes  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  regarding  tribal  sovereignty,"  Heavy  Runner  said.  "It's 
very  frustrating  to  have  to  constantly  revalidate  your  right  to  exist  as  a 
people. 

"In  the  Indian  mind,  tribal  sovereignty  is  not  just  a legal  term  or 
political  definition,"  Heavy  Runner  continued.  "It  is  who  we  are  and  who  we 
belong  to  as  diverse  tribal  communities.  It's  what  enables  us  to  survive 
and  look  at  the  world  based  upon  our  rich  cultural  heritage." 


The  packed  House  gallery  and  floor  seemed  aware  they  were  perhaps 
witnessing  a new  direction  in  the  tide  of  state-tribal  relations.  As  tribal 
officials  and  state  leaders  entered  the  House,  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Singers  drummed  and  cried  out  a song  of  praise  and  honor. 

Senate  President  Bruce  Crippen,  R-Billings,  welcomed  officials  from  each 
of  the  state's  eight  Indian  tribes  with  a greeting  phrase  in  their  own 
language,  using  words  from  Crow  to  Blackfeet,  an  apparently  pleasant 
surprise  to  several  tribal  members.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  Wyman 
McDonald  said  Crippen  had  asked  his  office  for  help  on  learning  and 
pronouncing  the  phrases  from  native  speakers. 

At  the  end  of  Heavy  Runner's  speech  came  another  first  - a pipe  ceremony 
on  the  House  floor,  led  by  Crow  spiritualist  Burton  Pretty  On  Top.  He  was 
joined  by  Racicot,  Crippen,  House  Speaker  John  Mercer,  R-Polson,  McDonald 
and  one  member  of  each  tribe  in  smoking  the  pipe. 

see  url  for  complete  article 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  list, 

I wanted  to  send  you  a copy  of  the  letter  campaign  we  faxed  to  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  Washington,  DC.  The  information  contained  in  this  letter 
should  prove  useful  in  your  conversations  with  the  local  BIA  and  the  BIA  in 
Washington,  DC.  We  will  keep  you  informed  about  the  status  of  impending 
livestock  confiscations. 

Anyone  able  to  travel  to  Black  Mesa  to  support  the  elders  should  e-mail  us 
for  further  information  or  call  us  at:  520-673-3461. 

Thank  you  for  your  support, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 


February  5,  1999 

Mr.  Kevin  Gover,  Director, 

US  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
1849  C Street  NW  Mail  Stop  4140 
Washington,  DC  20240 

We  call  your  attention  to  two  issues  requiring  immediate  action  by  your 
office. 

Eviction  Threats 

Officials  representing  the  US  government  are  deliberately 
misrepresenting  US  laws  with  respect  to  relocation  and  engaging  a 
systematic  campaign  to  terrorize  elderly  people.  According  to  US  law, 
people  who  do  not  sign  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  be  subject  to 
forcible  relocation  after  February  1,  2000,  and  the  only  penalty  imposed 
upon  people  who  do  not  voluntarily  sign  up  for  relocation  is  the  loss  of 
their  right  to  participate  in  the  selection  of  their  relocation  housing. 
Representatives  of  the  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  have 
engaged  in  the  following  actions: 

Preparation  and  distribution  of  documents  deliberately  misrepresenting 
this  law.  Attached  is  a copy  of  a letter  sent  to  people  who  have  not 
signed  leases.  Note  that  it  states  in  large  capital  letters"  "NOTICE  TO 
VACATE"  with  "90  days"  appearing  3 times  in  the  next  paragraph.  The 
document  is  structured  so  as  to  convince  its  elderly  recipients  who  are 
not  lawyers  that  they  will  be  evicted  within  90  days. 

Verbal  threats. 

The  officials  delivering  these  notices  on  behalf  of  the  US  government 
verbally  threaten  the  recipients  and  reinforce  the  fraudulent  intent  of 
the  document's  author.  In  the  attached  testimony  from  Pauline  Whitesinger, 
she  relates  how  the  officials  delivering  the  letter  told  her  that  she 
would  be  sent  to  jail  within  90  days  if  she  did  not  sign  the  relocation 
papers  and  that  he  (the  official)  has  the  right  to  kill  people.  Pauline 
told  us  that  Sarah  Begay  and  Roberta  Blackgoat  stated  that  the  same 
official  also  told  them  that  they  would  be  sent  to  jail  if  they  did  not 
sign.  The  officials  who  delivered  the  notice  to  Bert  Tohannie  told  him  he 
would  be  evicted  in  90  days. 

The  pattern  of  consistent  and  gross  verbal  misrepresentation  of  US  law 
to  these  people  indicates  that  these  abuses  are  not  isolated  accidents, 
but  rather  are  deliberate  policy  of  the  officials  managing  this  program. 

The  US  government  is  causing  unnecessary  pain  and  suffering  by  these 
actions.  Upon  receiving  a similarly  phrased  notice  on  November  18,  1998 
concerning  this  same  issue,  Kee  Zee  Begay  suffered  heart  pains  which 
eventually  required  his  being  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital.  The 
notices  and  their  method  of  delivery  are  having  their  intended  effect  of 
creating  terror  and  misery  amongst  its  elderly  recipients.  The  US 
government  does  not  have  to  deliberately  hurt  people  in  this  way  just  to 
deliver  information  concerning  the  selection  of  relocation  housing. 

We  are  also  concerned  that  this  behavior  may  be  another  consequence  of 
the  $25  million  bounty  that  was  placed  by  the  US  government  for  signatures 
on  leases  under  the  1996  Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  Act.  The  US  Congress 
intended  this  fee  to  be  used  to  insure  the  fairness  of  the  settlement 
offered  the  people.  Instead,  it  has  become  the  driving  force  in  a campaign 
of  terrorism  against  defenseless  elderly  people. 

We  strongly  urge  the  US  government  to  take  immediate  corrective  action 
including  the  following: 

- Immediately  notifying  all  recipients  of  these  letters  that  the  US 
government  will  honor  the  laws  that  prohibit  forcible  evictions  prior  to 
February  1,  2000  and  that  people  who  refuse  to  sign  leases  or  relocation 
papers  will  face  no  penalties  other  than  the  loss  of  their  right  to 
participate  in  the  selection  of  their  relocation  housing. 

- Removing  Christopher  Bavasi  and  Paul  Tessler  from  responsibilities  with 
respect  to  administering  this  program,  as  allowing  them  to  continue  in 
this  capacity  is  a clear  indication  that  the  US  government  at  the  highest 
levels  is  endorsing  these  illegal  activities. 


- Insuring  that  all  communication  with  the  people  is  structured  so  as  to 
clearly  inform  people  as  to  their  rights  under  existing  US  law,  and  that 
these  written  statements  are  not  verbally  misrepresented  by  the  officials 
who  deliver  the  documents. 

Livestock  Impoundment 

The  US  government  is  currently  engaging  in  a policy  of  depriving  elderly 
people  of  their  sole  means  of  survival  in  a program  that  serves  no 
practical  purpose  other  than  to  intensify  the  suffering  already  imposed 
upon  these  people.  Attached  is  a copy  of  the  impoundment  notices  sent  to 
Zonnie  Whitehair.  Zonnie  Whitehair  is  an  elderly  grandmother  whose  husband 
died  on  December  11,  1998.  The  only  possession  she  has  is  her  herd  of  200 
sheep,  on  which  she  depends  for  her  survival.  The  BIA  threatens  to 
confiscate  her  entire  herd  within  the  next  10  days.  Most  other  Dineh 
residents  of  HPL  have  received  similar  letters  and  face  the  threat  of 
immediate  impoundment. 

The  policy  of  requiring  permits  for  livestock  was  originally  created  for 
the  purpose  of  range  management  and  to  provide  an  equitable  method  for 
sharing  a finite  resource.  The  subsistence  herds  of  the  few  Dineh 
families  remaining  on  HPL  have  a small  impact  on  the  carrying  capacity  of 
this  immense  rangeland,  and  the  protection  of  the  small  herds  on  which 
elderly  people  depend  for  their  survival  should  be  the  top  priority  in  any 
humane  policy  for  allocating  this  resource. 

The  current  BIA  policy  with  respect  to  livestock  permits  is  not 
motivated  by  the  needs  of  range  management.  Shirley  Herder,  Zonnie 
Whitehair 's  daughter  asked  the  local  BIA  official  Rodney  McVey  if  Zonnie 
and  the  other  elderly  people  could  keep  their  herds  if  they  kept  them  in 
corrals  and  supporters  brought  hay  for  them,  so  that  they  would  not  use 
any  of  the  rangeland.  She  was  told  that  the  sheep  will  be  confiscated  even 
if  they  are  in  the  corral. 

The  enforcement  of  the  present  BIA  policy  may  result  in  the  deaths  of 
innocent  people.  The  elderly  people  who  are  the  victims  of  this  policy  are 
not  going  to  watch  passively  as  their  only  means  of  survival  is 
confiscated.  They  will  resist  by  every  means  possible,  and  such 
confrontations  may  erupt  into  violence  and  these  elderly  people  will 
almost  certainly  be  the  victims. 

A policy  that  deprives  elderly  people  of  their  sole  means  of  survival 
can  justifiably  be  called  genocide.  We  do  not  believe  that  these  policies 
accomplish  any  national  interest  that  will  offset  the  damage  that  is  being 
done  by  the  perception  in  the  international  community  that  the  US 
government  is  directing  a program  of  genocide.  And  if  these  confrontations 
result  in  fatalities,  the  damage  to  the  prestige  of  the  US  government  will 
be  immeasurable. 

A simple,  just,  immediate,  and  humane  solution  to  this  problem  is 
available  to  the  BIA.  Permits  should  be  granted  for  all  the  existing 
subsistence  herds  of  the  Dineh  on  HPL.  Issuing  these  permits  would  have 
little  impact  on  overall  range  capacity  in  the  region,  and  it  would  avoid 
the  needless  loss  of  human  lives. 

The  level  of  tension  on  Black  Mesa  is  escalating  rapidly,  and  we 
strongly  urge  your  attention  to  these  two  issues. 

For  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation: 

Rena  Babbitt  Lane 
John  Lane 
Roberta  Blackgoat 
Carlos  Begay,  Dr. 

Kee  Zee  Begay 

Alice  Begay 

Ben  C.  Little,  Ir. 

Kee  Watchman 
Leta  R.  O'Daniel 
Marlene  Benally 
Elsie  Shay 
May  Shay 
Kee  Shay 
Ruth  Benally 


Elvira  Benally 
Bonnie  Whitesinger 
loan  Yellowhair 
Kee  Benally 
Dollie  Russell 
Gilfred  Benally 
Sam  Lake 
Glenna  Begay 
Carlos  Begay 
Mazzie  Begay 
Huck  Greyeyes 
Genevieve  Greyeyes 
Pauline  Whitesinger 
Shea  Benally 

Caroline  and  Bert  Tohannie 
Zonnie  Whitehair 

John  Benally  and  Leonard  Benally  signed  on  giving  their  approval  via  e-mail 
Marsha  Monestersky,  Consultant 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

— "RE:  Miami  Circle  Emergency"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Feb  1999  17:53:37  -0500 

From:  "Jeffrey  M.  Wilson"  < jwilson@ONLINE  . EMICFI.  EDU> 

Sub j : EMERGENCY!!  EMERGENCY!! 

EMERGENCY! 

EMERGENCY! 

Tuesday,  Feb.  2,  1999 

This  important  news  should  be  of  interest  to  you!  Please  take  the  time  to 
read  this! 

As  of  today,  the  ancient  stone  circle  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  River  near  downtown  Miami,  Florida  got  a stay  of  "execution"  for  one 
month.  Developer  Michael  Baumann  has  given  archaeologists  one  month  to 
continue  their  excavation  work  before  bulldozers  level  this  extremely 
important  historical  site  before  he  begins  work  on  a 100  million  dollar 
(US)  apartment  complex. 

Nothing  like  this  has  ever  been  found  in  Florida  before,  making  this 
discovery  an  unusual,  substantial  and  important  archaelogical  find. 
Archaeologist  Robert  Carr,  director  of  Miami-Dade's  Flistoric  Preservation 
Division,  archaeologist  John  Ricisak,  the  dig's  field  director,  and 
professional  surveyor  T.L.  Riggs  have  made  several  important  discoveries 
about  the  circle  which  was  found  carved  into  the  local  bedrock.  Like 
England's  Stonehenge,  the  circle  denotes  the  autumnal  equinox,  and  both 
the  summer  and  winter  solstices,  as  well  as  carvings  that  denote  East/West, 
and  other  glyphs  that  depict  various  marine  animals.  Amazingly,  only 
about  50  square  feet  have  been  excavated  so  far. 

BUT,  unless  you,  me,  and  everyone  else  you  can  muster  do  something  to 
help  save  this  important  piece  of  the  United  States'  and  the  world's 
heritage,  it  will  be  plowed  under  by  the  bulldozers  in  about  30  days! 

What  can  be  done? 

There  is  a last  ditch  plan  to  save  something  from  the  site  by  cutting  up 
the  stone  circle  into  pieces  (right  out  of  the  bedrock!)  and  moving  it  to 
somewhere  else  at  a cost  of  about  $100,000  (US).  I don't  advocate  this. 


What  more  information  will  we  be  losing  by  removing  the  circle  from  its 
original  location,  and  without  further  excavation  of  the  site? 

A better  solution  is  to  buy  out  the  developer  at  a cost  of  $25,000,000 
(US),  but  I am  realistic  enough  to  understand  that  will  probably  not 
happen  (unless  some  rich  benefactor  takes  a keen  interest  in  this  -- 
please  if  you're  listening  help!). 

Political  pressure  might  help.  Here  are  some  important  fax  numbers: 
Mayor  Carollo,  who  is  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Miami,  who  made  this 
awful  decision  to  let  this  developer  go  forward. 

His  fax  number  is:  305-854-4001. 

Michael  Baumann  is  the  "Brickell  Point"  developer.  This  apartment 
complex  is  going  to  bulldoze  this  circle  out  of  existence  forever.  His  fax 
number  is:  305-375-8183. 

Faxes  seem  to  work  better  than  e-mail,  the  faxes  seem  to  sit  and  stare 
at  them  in  the  face,  whereas  e-mail  can  just  be  deleted.  Please  take  the 
time  to  do  something  positive  in  your  life  and  help  save  this  stone  circle 
for  everyone  and  for  future  generations! 

Thank  you  for  your  time! 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey  M.  Wilson 

Graduate  Assistant 

Physics  & Astronomy  Department 

303  Strong  Hall 

Eastern  Michigan  University 

Ypsilanti,  MI 

48197 

jwilson@online.emich.edu 

P.S.  --  Feb. 15,  1999  --  As  of  today,  preparations  have  begun  to  remove 
the  circle  (i.e.  cut  it  right  out  of  the  bedrock) 

from  the  site  by  the  developer,  so  the  developer  can  start  building. 

DON'T  LET  THIS  HAPPEN!  GET  INVOLVED 

NOW!  DO  ALL  YOU  CAN  TO  SAVE  THIS  VERY  SIGNIFICANT  FIND! 

— "RE:  Two  Annouce  Bids  for  Cherokee  Chief"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Feb  1999  13:51:03  -0600 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  02-10-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

2 announce  bids  for  Cherokee  chief 

By  Rob  Martindale 
c.  Tulsa  World 
2/10/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Attorney  Chad  Smith,  who  was  arrested  in  June  1997  for 
protesting  Chief  Joe  Byrd's  takeover  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse, 
said  Tuesday  that  he  wants  to  lead  the  tribe. 

The  conflict  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  Smith,  48,  said,  "is  that  the 
government  has  failed  to  abide  by  a law  that  is  so  sacred  that  it  is 
unwritten,  and  that  is  to  put  the  people  first.  It  has  become  a self- 
serving  institution." 

Byrd's  security  force  took  over  the  courthouse  after  Byrd  had  been  named 
in  charges  of  obstruction  of  justice  by  the  tribe's  prosecutor. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  has  been  in  controversy  since  February  1997,  when 
Cherokee  marshals  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of 
alleged  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd,  who  repeatedly  has  denied  wrongdoing,  fired  the  members  of  the 
Marshal  Service,  and  his  supporters  on  the  Tribal  Council,  who  held  the 
majority  there,  impeached  the  tribe's  three  supreme  court  justices,  who 
supported  the  raid.  The  impeachments  were  later  reversed. 


The  Cherokee  elections  for  chief,  deputy  chief  and  Tribal  Council 
members  will  be  held  May  22  and  will  be  followed  by  a runoff  election  if 
necessary.  The  filing  period  for  those  offices  ends  at  5 p.m.  Wednesday. 

On  Monday,  Tahlequah  artist  Virginia  Stroud  announced  that  she  also  is 
seeking  the  chief's  post. 

Stroud  called  for  expanded  tribal  health  care,  the  promotion  of 
education  and  the  creation  of  jobs. 

She  said  the  tribe  should  create  a Cherokee  Nation  Lumber  Co.  to  work 
with  builders  on  a 400-home  housing  project. 

Tribal  members,  she  said,  could  be  offered  a choice  of  conventional  or 
economy  homes. 

Stroud,  47,  also  said  the  Cherokee  Nation  should  have  a tribally  owned 
insurance  company,  an  alcohol-drug  treatment  center  and  therapy  and 
stress  management  programs. 

Stroud  and  Smith,  along  with  former  tribal  marshal  Pat  Ragsdale, 
businesswoman  Meredeth  Frailey  and  Deputy  Chief  lames  Garland  Eagle, 
have  filed  for  the  chief's  post.  Byrd  also  is  considering  another  run  at 
chief. 

Smith  said  he  resides  in  Sapulpa  and  Tahlequah,  where  he  has  an 
apartment . 

A student  of  the  tribe's  culture.  Smith  has  taught  Cherokee  history  at 
Dartmouth  College,  Northeastern  State  University  and  Rogers  University. 

In  lune  1997,  he  was  arrested  by  city  and  county  officers  for  being  on 
the  tribe's  courthouse  square  following  the  takeover  by  Byrd's  security 
force . 


"RE : Cherokee  Nation  Election  List"  

Date:  11  Feb  1999  04:46:06  GMT 

From:  "Glenn  Gehring"  <gehring@seanet . com> 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  THE  LIST 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  final  list  of  candidates  follows  this  brief  reminder  of  important 
election  dates. 

ATTENTION: 

If  you  are  a citizen  of  Cherokee  Nation  and  you  want  to  vote  in  the  1999 
election  then  you  MUST : 

REGISTER  TO  VOTE  BY  MARCH  1 

The  general  election  is  May  22.  Request  absentee  ballots  from  February  1 
to  April  9. 

Four  related  web  pages  (there  are  more ...  follow  links  and  conduct 
searches) : 

http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 
http : //www. chad smith . com 
http: /www. cherokee.org 

http: //www.yvwiiusdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/News/CNCtimeline . htm 

The  following  was  posted  by  Linda  Turnbull-Lewis  on  the  Chad  Smith  "Current 

Events"  web  board. 

http : //www. chad smith . com 

http: //disc . server.com/Indices/35356.html 

Final  List  of  Candidates  1999  CN  Elections!!!!! 

Wed  Feb  10  20:03:39  1999 

Final  Update  On  Candidates  Filing  For  Office 
Chief's  Race: 

lames  "Garland'  Eagle  - (the  current  Deputy  chief) 

Meredith  A.  Frailey,  of  Locust  Grove 
Pat  Ragsdale,  of  Muskogee 
Virginia  A.  Stroud  of  Tahlequah 
Chad  "Corntassel"  Smith  of  Tulsa 
Dwight  W.  Birdwell  of  Stilwell 


Maxie  Thompson  of  Rose 
Doe  Byrd  of  Tahlequah 
Haskell  Murphy  of  Tahlequah 

Deputy  Chief's  Race: 

Paula  Holder,  of  Warner 

Bob  G.  Leach  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Hastings  Shade  of  Hulbert 

Bill  John  Baker  of  Tahlequah 

Gary  Stopp  of  Tahlequah 

Council  Seats: 

District  1 --  Cherokee  County: 

Don  Crittenden  of  Tahlequah  areas  (Byrd  loyalist  on  the  council) 

Bill  John  Baker  of  Tahlequah  (Byrd  loyalist  on  the  council  -CHANGED  AND 
FILED  FOR  Deputy  Chief  Race) 

Sherman  Nofire  of  Welling 

John  Ketcher  of  Tahlequah  (former  depty.  chief) 

Dessup  D.  Byrant  of  Tahlequah 
Raymond  Vann 

Sam  "Bill"  Tennison  of  Tahlequah 
Harley  L.  Terrell  of  Park  Hill 
Sam  "Bill"  Tennison  of  Tahlequah 
Kyle  Downing  Bussey  of  Tahlequah 
Boyd  Smith  of  Park  Hill 

District  2 - Adair  County: 

Dackie  Bob  Martin  of  Stilwell 
Harrold  "Diggs"  Phillips  of  Westville 
Betty  Hale-Frogg  of  Stilwell 
Paul  Pinkerton  of  Stilwell 

Dora  Mae  Watie  (Byrd  loyalist  on  the  council) 

Sam  Dack  Claphan  of  Stilwell 

District  3 - Sequoyah: 

Mary  Flute  Cooksey  of  Marble  City  - (Byrd  loyalist  on  the  council) 

David  W.  Thornton,  Sr.  of  Vian 
Debbie  A.  Cato  of  Vian 
Donald  D.  Quinton  of  Vian 
Dames  "Booter"  Locust  of  Vian 

District  4 - Mclnstosh/Muskogee  Counties 

Teasie  McCrary,  Dr  of  Warner 

Calvin  Rock  of  Muskogee 

Don  Garvin  of  Muskogee 

Patsy  Dykes  Brickey  of  Ft.  Gibson 

District  5 - Delaware  County 

Barbara  Conness  (incumbent  Byrd  loyalist  on  council) 

Melvina  Shotpouch  of  Day 
Patty  Holland  of  Day 
Desse  W.  Glass  of  Kansas,  OK 
Kale  G.  Parman  of  Ketchum 

Barbara  Starr  Scott  of  Day  (one  of  the  (6)  good  councilors) 

George  Wickliffe  (Chief  candidate  in  1995) 

District  6 - Mayes  County: 

"Bridge"  Dunior  Chuckluck  of  Salina 

Dohnny  Keener  of  Salina 

Dim  "Moon"  Littledave  of  Locust  Grove 

Kathy  Robinson  of  Pryor 

Dim  Bradshaw  of  Pryor 

William  Smoke  (one  of  the  (6)  good  councilors 

Dimmy  Tramel  of  Pryor 

Cynthia  Standingwater  of  Locust  Grove 


Stephanie  Wickliffe  Buffalomeat  of  Pryor 

Paul  B.  Thomas  (Chief  of  Elders  Council  in  Pryor) 

District  7 - Rogers  County: 

Keith  Hunter  of  Inola 
lames  B.  Hammett  of  Claremore 
Carol  Ann  Barkley  of  Inola 
Bob  Glass  of  Claremore 

Harold  DeMoss  (one  of  the  (6)  good  councilors) 

District  8 - Tulsa/Washington  Counties: 

Dorothy  lean  McIntosh  of  Ochelata 

Nick  Lay  of  Ochelata  (One  of  the  (6)  good  councilors) 

Roger  Peacock  of  Tulsa 
Buel  Anglen  of  Sperrry 
Kenneth  Downing,  Ir.  of  Ochelata 

District  9 - Craig  County 

Charles  "Chuck"  Hoskin  (Byrd  loyalist  on  council)  of  Vinita 
Rodney  Lay  of  Lenapah,  OK 

"RE : Canada  Aboriginal  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Feb  1999  01:11:56  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UN  slams  Canada  over  extinguishment.  Aboriginal  Rights 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

UN  COMMITTEE  CRITICIZES  CANADA 
Windspeaker,  lanuary  1999  by  Paul  Barnsley 

An  international  panel  of  judges  and  human  rights  experts  has  told  Canada 
it  needs  to  get  serious  about  protecting  the  human  rights  of  Indigenous 
people  who  live  within  its  borders.  The  United  Nations  Committee  on 
Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights  concluded  its  autumn  session  on  Dec.  4 
by  issuing  conclusions  after  listening  to  reports  from  five  nations, 
including  Canada.  The  committee  released  its  findings  after  listening  to 
three  weeks  of  reports  from  the  nations  which  are  all  parties  to  the 
International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights.  This 
international  treaty  has  137  signatory  nations.  The  18-member  committee  has 
the  power  and  responsibility  to  oversee  the  implementation  of  the  terms  of 
the  treaty. 

Every  five  years,  states  that  have  ratified  the  treaty  must  report  to  the 
committee  and  answer  questions.  During  this  session,  Canada  was  criticized 
by  the  committee  for  not  following  the  committee's  recommendations  from 
1993.  That  was  the  last  time  Canada  appeared  before  the  committee, "when  it 
adopted  policies  at  federal,  provincial  and  territorial  levels  which 
exacerbated  poverty  and  homelessness  among  vulnerable  groups  at  a time  of 
strong  economic  growth  and  increasing  affluence."  The  committee  voiced  its 
approval  of  several  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  rulings  dealing  with  equality 
provisions  of  the  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  and  also  praised  Canada 
for  appointing  a Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

But  it  slammed  Canada  for  not  taking  steps  to  make  the  terms  of  the 
international  treaty  binding  within  its  boundaries,  citing  the  lack  of 
legal  recourse  under  Canadian  law  for  those  who  might  claim  that  the 
covenant  has  been  violated.  The  committee  also  chided  Canada  for  failing  to 
make  legislative  or  constitutional  changes  that  would  allow  the  federal 
government  to  pressure  provinces  that  violated  the  terms  of  covenant, 
noting  that  under  the  present  arrangement  provinces  could  not  be  forced  to 
comply.  The  committee  noted  there  is  still  a "gross  disparity"  between  the 
economic,  social  and  cultural  situation  of  Aboriginal  people  and  most 
Canadians"  and  urged  Canada  to  implement  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal 
Commission . 

The  committee  report  frowned  on  Canada's  policy  of  extinguishment  of 
Aboriginal  rights,  and  raised  questions  about  the  federal  policy  of 
devolving  programs  to  provincial  governments,  asking  what  the  federal  could 


or  would  do  if  provincial  governments  violated  the  terms  of  the  covenant. 

The  committee  also  wanted  to  know  what  was  being  done  about  the 
self-determination  ambitions  of  Canada's  Aboriginal  peoples  and  asked  what 
the  rights  the  Aboriginal  peoples  of  Quebec  would  have  if  Quebec  separated. 
In  reporting  to  the  committee,  federal  officials  assured  the  members  that 
Canada  has  reversed  the  trend  towards  social  spending  cuts  and  pointed  to 
Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart's  Agenda  for  Action  with  First  Nations 
as  proof  that  Canada  was  addressing  the  problems  of  its  Indigenous  peoples. 

The  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  was  the  only  Native  group  that  attended  the 
committee  meetings.  Grand  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  summed  up  his  impressions 
of  Canada's  answers  to  the  committee  during  a speech  at  Carleton  University 
in  Ottawa  on  Dec.  10.  Calling  the  committee  report  "one  of  the  most 
significant  developments  in  recent  years  concerning  the  human  rights  of 
Aboriginal  peoples  in  Canada,"  Coon  Come  launched  into  his  own  stinging 
indictment  of  Canada's  reaction  to  the  report.  "The  reaction  of  the 
government  was  swift  and  predictable,"  he  said.  "Ministers  Herb  Gray  and 
Lloyd  Axworthy  stated  that  the  UN  committee  had  relied  on  'outdated'  data, 
thus  implying  that  things  are  now  fine." 

The  grand  chief  argued  that  things  are  not  fine.  He  argued  that  an 
analysis  of  spending  on  First  Nations  programs  showed  that  per  capita 
spending  for  Native  people  has  dropped  by  three  per  cent  since  1993  while 
per  capita  spending  for  non-Aboriginal  Canadians  has  risen  over  the  same 
period  by  24  per  cent.  "We  are  growing  tired  of  the  propaganda  that  is 
being  used  to  continue  to  oppress  and  dispossess  us,"  he  said.  "By  short 
changing  Aboriginal  peoples  in  the  way  federal  governments  do  as  compared 
to  per  capita  spending  on  non-Aboriginal  Canadians,  the  federal  government 
is  actually  enriching  the  federal  treasury  at  our  expense." 


CANADA  - BUILT  AND  MAINTAINED  BY  COLONIALISM  AND  INDIGENOUS  GENOCIDE! 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : u.S.  Tolerance  of  Native  Spiritual  Practices"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Feb  1999  17:05:53  -0500 

From:  "Native  Americas  Dournal"  <bfw2@cornell . edu> 

Sub j : U.N.  Questions  U.S.  Tolerance  of  Native  Spiritual  Practices 

Newsgroups : alt . education, soc . college, soc . history, alt . native, 

soc . rights . human, soc . culture. Canada, soc . libraries .talk 

This  award-winning  publication  of  the  Akwekon  Press  at  Cornell  University's 
American  Indian  Program  reports  in-depth  on  issues  and  events  that  impact 
indigenous/native  communities  throughout  the  western  hemisphere.  For  more 
information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native 
peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  visit  our  website  at 
http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu. 

UNITED  NATIONS  CALLS  INTO  QUESTION  UNITED  STATES'  TOLERANCE  OF  NATIVE 
SPIRITUAL  PRACTICES 
by  Council  News 

In  February,  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  the  U.N.  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious 
Intolerance  went  to  Arizona  to  hear  testimony  from  representatives  of  Indian 
tribes,  organizations  and  communities  from  Arizona  and  other  states  in  the 
United  States  regarding  violations  of  freedom  of  religion  as  part  of  a two 
week  visit  to  the  United  States. 

In  1996,  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  filed  a formal  complaint 
with  the  U.N.  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  on  behalf  of  the 
Sovereign  Dine  Nation  of  Big  Mountain,  Ariz.,  focusing  on  forced  relocation 
and  its  impacts  on  freedom  of  religion.  The  Rapporteur  accepted  the  case  and 
filed  a communication  with  the  U.S.  government  expressing  his  wish  to  enter 
the  United  States  to  meet  with  the  affected  Peoples.  The  U.S.  State 


Department  issued  him  an  invitation  to  enter  the  United  States  resulting  in 
this  visit. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  United  States  has  been  formally  investigated  by 
the  U.N.  for  violations  of  indigenous  peoples'  right  to  freedom  of  religion 
or  belief.  In  August  1996,  the  U.N.  Subcommission  on  the  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities  passed  a resolution  recognizing 
for  the  first  time  the  tie  between  sacred  sites  and  lands  and  the  right  of 
indigenous  peoples  to  practice  their  religion.  The  resolution  encouraged  the 
Rapporteur  to  investigate  cases  impacting  indigenous  peoples. 

The  IITC  has  addressed  violations  of  indigenous  peoples'  right  to  freely 
practice  their  religions  and  protect  their  cultures  at  the  U.N.  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  and  other  international  bodies  for  many  years.  The  IITC 
charges  that  there  is  a consistent  and  ongoing  pattern  of  violation  of  these 
rights  in  the  United  States  caused  by  relocation,  land  appropriations. 

Treaty  violations,  destruction  and  desecration  of  sacred  sites,  and  the 
general  lack  of  recognition  for  indigenous  peoples  cultural  values  and 
ceremonial  practices. 

The  Washington  Times  reported  that  a spokesperson  for  Sen.  lesse  Helms  of 
North  Carolina,  called  this  visit  a waste  of  the  U.N.'s  time  and  money 
because  "there  is  no  problem  with  religious  intolerance  in  this  country." 

Andrea  Carmen,  IITC's  Executive  Director,  strongly  disagreed:  "The  U.S. 
presents  itself  as  the  bastion  and  defender  of  religious  freedom 
internationally.  But  the  original  peoples  and  nations  of  this  land  continue 
to  be  treated  with  blatant  disregard  and  to  suffer  violations  of  our  most 
basic  human  rights,  including  our  right  and  obligation  to  maintain  the 
religious  practices  and  traditional  ceremonies  given  to  us  by  the  Creator, 
and  to  protect  our  sacred  sites  and  lands." 

Native  Americas  lournal 
Akwe:kon  Press 
Cornell  University 
300  Caldwell  Hall 
Ithaca,  New  York  14853 
Tel.  (607)  255-4308 
Fax.  (607)  255-0185 

http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu 

"RE : American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Feb  1999  00:28:01  EST 
From:  Mary  Dougherty  <MEDough@aol.com> 

Sub  j : Press  Release  - American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization 
<<  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  >> 

Contact:  Mary  E.  Dougherty  (602)  917-4883  or  (602)  756-7396 
medough@aol . com/ AIVMO@aol . com 

Kent  C.  Ware  (602)  954-0115 

Future  Home  of  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial:  Phoenix  Steele-Indian 
School  Park 

Goal:  To  Raise  Awareness  in  this  Project  and  To  Encourage  Participation 

Phoenix,  AZ  - The  Phoenix  City  Park  and  Recreation  Department  has  agreed 
to  provide  a site  location  for  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial.  The 
proposed  memorial  would  be  housed  within  the  planned  Steele-Indian  School 
Park,  which  will  be  located  on  the  grounds  of  the  former  Phoenix  Indian 
School.  These  grounds  are  bordered  by  Central  and  Indian  School  Roads  in 
north  Central  Phoenix. 

The  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization  (AIVMO)  has  received  a 
letter  of  notification  from  lames  A.  Colley,  CLP,  Director,  City  of  Phoenix, 
Parks,  Recreation  and  Library  Department,  confirming  the  site  of  the 
Memorial.  Colley  stated,  " We  have  prepared  a refined  master  plan  and 
provided  a location  for  the  proposed  monument  adjacent  to  the  lake.  The 
Parks  and  Recreation  Board  and  City  Council  approved  that  plan." 

This  memorial  commemorates  the  contributions  made  by  American  Indians  who 


valiantly  served  and  continue  to  serve  our  country  in  military  service. 
American  Indians  have  fought  for  the  United  States  in  every  major  war  since 
the  American  Revolutionary  War.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  AIVMO  that  the 
lives  and  blood  of  their  brothers  and  sisters  be  remembered  and  honored  in 
a manner  that  reflects  the  significance  of  their  contributions. 

The  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization  (AIVMO)  is  recognized 
by  the  American  Indian  tribes,  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians, 
municipalities  and  is  incorporated  in  the  State  of  Arizona.  AIVMO  is 
qualifying  as  a 501(c)  3 Non-profit  organization  under  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code. 

AIVMO  welcomes  all  support  from  the  Indian  and  non-Indian  community.  It 
is  the  primary  goal  of  AIVMO  to  raise  $4  million  for  the  design, 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  memorial. 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 

Mr.  Kent  Ware,  Sr.,  Chairman/CEO 

AIVMO  - 3820  North  Third  Street,  Phoenix,  AZ  85012 
Phone:  (602)  954-0115,  Fax:  (602)  222-9176 
Email:  AIVMO@aol.com 

Website:  http: //members .tripod . com/~medough/AIVM-2. html 

"RE : Native  Seeds  & Gardens"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  1999  17:02:43  -0800 
From:  3ohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Native  Seeds  & Gardens 

Spring  is  getting  close.  Plan  ahead. 

Now  here  is  a project  almost  anyone  can  undertake.  All  that's  needed 
is  a three  foot  square  for  some  corn,  beans,  and  squash. 

After  saving  some  seeds  there  would  only  be  enough  for  a meal  or  two, 
but  it  would  be  a chance  to  get  involved.  Read  on  below. 

John 

Forwarded  message  

From:  fish@digitalcave.com 

Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native 

500  years  ago,  corn  was  grown  all  the  way  from  Argentina  up  to  Lower 
Canada.  There  were  literally  thousands  of  separate  varieties,  ranging 
from  only  knee  high  to  over  twenty  foot  tall.  Some  types  produced  in 
as  short  as  forty  days,  others  took  more  like  six  months.  The  seeds 
were  like  the  colors  of  the  rainbow  and  more,  coming  in  all  possible 
shades  of  blue,  red,  yellow,  white,  green,  brown,  orange,  pink,  pearl, 
grey,  and  even  black,  with  some  rendered  even  more  striking  by  color 
patterns  including  spotted  or  striped  seeds.  Seed  sizes  ranged  from 
the  size  of  a rice  grain  to  as  big  as  your  thumb. 

Today,  this  amazing  diversity  is  sadly  diminished,  but  in  the  United 
States  alone  there  still  survive  perhaps  300  to  500  of  the  several 
thousand  tribal  corns  that  we  once  had.  Many  are  extremely  rare  and 
in  danger  of  dying  out,  grown  only  by  a bare  handful  of  native  farmers 
or  collectors,  or  perhaps  languishing  and  growing  dangerously  inbred 
in  the  USDA  seed  collection.  I know  of  corns  brought  back  from  the 
very  brink  of  extinction,  that  were  grown  only  by  a single  elderly 

farmer and  of  others  that  have  died  out  only  within  living 

memory.  The  same  holds  true  for  other  plants,  for  things  like  beans, 
squash,  sunflowers,  amaranth,  potatoes,  tomatoes,  and  dozens  of 
other  species. 

Native  Americans  have  been  practicing  agriculture  for  over  6,000 
years,  some  recent  evidence  even  points  back  as  far  as  10,000  years 
for  the  earliest  agriculture  in  the  Americas.  And  we  were  very  good 
at  it;  most  of  the  food  grown  around  the  world  is  from  plant  species 
originally  domesticated  by  Native  Americans.  This  is  a valuable 
part  of  our  heritage.  Studying  Native  American  agriculture  will 
teach  you  about  an  important  part  of  our  cultural  heritage  that 
is  largely  forgotten  today,  but  which  is  enjoying  somewhat  of  a 
resurgence  at  the  moment.  Having  a Native  style  garden  will  both 


give  you  first  hand  experience  in  this  part  of  our  heritage  as  well 
as  allow  you  to  make  a personal  contribution  to  the  preservation  of 
Native  culture. 

Why  not  plant  a garden,  and  grow  traditional  Native  American  plant 
varieties?  In  addition  to  growing  plants  like  corn,  beans,  and 
squash  (which  were  integral  to  the  cultural  and  religious  lives  of 
many  tribes),  you  could  also  grow  non-food  plants  of  religious  usage 
like  Native  or  wild  tobacco  varieties,  or  gourds  of  the  type  used  to 
make  ceremonial  rattles. 

I would  suggest  that  people  try  growing  specific  tribal  varieties 
of  significance  to  them,  like  Hopi  blue  flour  or  Mandan  sweet  corn, 
Seneca  sunflower,  Cherokee  Indian  pole  beans,  Hopi  red  dye  amaranth, 
Zapotec  tomatoes,  etc.  There  are  literally  hundreds  of  surviving 
corn  varieties  of  tribal  origin,  and  a similar  number  of  other  types 
of  plants.  (Not  to  mention  many  'adopted'  varieties  that  were  not 
originally  domesticated  by  Native  Americans,  but  which  were  bred 
into  unique  varieties  by  tribes  they  were  introduced  to.  Examples 
of  the  latter  would  be  plants  like  Cherokee  long  pod  okra,  Arikara 
wild  watermelon,  Hopi  or  Navajo  melons,  etc.). 

In  addition  to  their  historical  and  cultural  significance,  many 
of  these  traditional  varieties  are  far  superior  to  the  common 
commercial  strains  in  terms  of  nutritional  qualities,  disease 
esistance,  hardiness,  drought  tolerance,  and  flavor.  Yields  are 
occasionally  not  as  high,  but  the  rest  more  than  makes  up  for  that. 

If  you  can,  check  reservation  contacts  for  old  varieties.  Even  if 
they  aren't  from  your  own  tribe,  it  would  still  be  a good  thing  to 
grow  them  and  to  pass  the  seed  on  to  other  people.  You  can  also  ge 
seeds  from  various  regional  seed  companies  and  from  various  non-profit 
organizations.  Some  of  the  best  sources  to  contact  are  listed  below: 

1)  Native  Seeds/SEARCH  is  a nonprofit  organization/seed  company 
based  in  Tucson  (AZ),  with  a branch  office  in  Albuquerque  (NM) . 

They  offer  seeds  for  hundreds  of  Native  American  varieties  from  all 
over  the  greater  Southwest.  There  is  a strong  Indian  element  in 
their  leadership,  and  they  work  closely  with  the  Indian  community. 

They  have  a number  of  programs  aimed  at  such  things  as  the 
preservation  of  traditional  plant  knowledge,  or  the  use  of  various 
traditional  foods  and  medicines  to  control  diabetes  in  the  native 
population.  They  also  have  a program  through  which  they  offer  free 
or  at-a-discount  seeds  to  Native  Americans,  particularly  those  in 
the  Southwest  or  in  traditional  communities  elsewhere.  They  can  be 
reached  at  526  N.  4th  Ave,  Tucson,  AZ  85705,  or  you  can  visit  their 
website  at;  <http://desert.net/seeds/home/htm.> 

2)  The  Seed  Savers  Exchange  is  a good  source  of  seeds  from  all 
around  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  best  overall  sources  for 
obtaining  Native  American  seeds  from  non-Southwestern  tribes.  They 
are  a non-profit  organization  overseeing  a loose  network  of  people 
interested  in  preserving  the  old,  open  pollinated  seed  varieties. 

Based  in  Iowa,  their  headquarters  maintains  a backup  collection  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  varieties,  including  many  Native  American  ones. 
With  the  SSE,  seeds  are  obtained  by  paying  an  annual  membership  fee, 
and  then  by  using  a thick,  catalog-like  publication  they  put  out 
called  a 'Yearbook'  that  lists  which  individual  members  offer  what 
varieties.  You  then  pay  a fee  for  each  desired  variety  to  the 
individual  member  offering  the  seeds  that  you  want,  to  cover 
shipping  and  handling  expenses.  (This  last  fee  is  discounted  if  you 
are  offering  seeds  through  the  exchange  as  well.)  Every  four  years, 
they  also  print  a new  edition  of  their  'Garden  Seed  Inventory', 
which  lists  every  open  pollinated  seed  variety  offered  by  mail 
order  companies  over  the  four  year  period,  as  well  as  information 
regarding  the  seed  companies.  They  can  be  reached  at  3076  North 
Winn  Rd.,  Decorah,  IA  52101  (or  call  information  for  phone  address). 

3)  The  Eastern  Native  Seed  Conservancy  is  a new  non-profit  group 
that  focuses  on  preserving  heirloom  varieties  from  the  Northeast, 
one  of  their  projects  deals  with  Native  cultivars  in  particular.  To 
help  defray  costs,  they  have  just  started  selling  a limited  number 


of  seeds  to  the  public.  These  include  various  traditional  Iroquois 
and  Lenape  varieties,  as  well  as  some  from  a scattering  from  other 
tribes  (about  4 dozen  Native  American  varieties  in  all).  If  you  are 
interested  in  helping  to  preserve  these  seeds,  what  they  can  really 
use  is  people  willing  to  aid  their  efforts  by  joining  them  as 
members  or  by  helping  them  to  grow  out  rare  varieties.  Their  address 
is  222  Main  Street  PO  Box  451,  Great  Barrington,  MA  01230,  and  they 
have  a website  at;  <http://www.berkshire.net/ensc/seedmain.html> 

4)  Carl  Barnes  runs  a one-man  operation  offering  many  old  corn 
varieties,  including  many  Indian  corns.  His  address  is  Rt  1, 

Box  32,  Turpin,  OK  73950. 

And  if  your  own  tribe  did  not  farm  or  has  lost  it's  traditional 
varieties,  why  not  adopt  some,  or  create  your  own?  Take  Native 
American  varieties  that  you  like,  or  that  come  from  related  or 
nearby  tribes  (remember  that  many  farming  tribes  often  exchanged 
seeds  back  and  forth  between  each  other,  and  thus  shared  in  a common 
agricultural  heritage) . You  can  even  take  such  seeds  and  breed  them 
into  new  and  unique  Indian  varieties.  Encourage  your  family  and 
friends  to  grow  them  for  now,  and  perhaps  they  will  become  more 
widely  grown  and  someday  adopted  as  'official  tribal  varieties' 
by  your  people. 

By  growing  these  rare  plant  varieties  and  saving  seeds  from  what  you 
grow,  you  would  be  playing  an  important  role  in  the  preservation  of 
Native  culture.  Having  more  people  grow  them  also  helps  preserve 
the  genetic  legacy  of  these  varieties,  which  is  very  important  to 
commercial  agriculture  in  the  form  of  breeding  valued  traits  like 
disease  resistance  into  new  commercial  varieties.  (A  few  years 
ago  the  USDA  ran  a search  for  disease  resistance  to  a particularly 
virulent  brown  rust  disease  that  was  wiping  out  sunflower  crops 
worldwide.  The  only  variety  they  found  with  any  significant  degree 
of  resistance  to  that  disease,  out  of  tens  of  thousands  of  varieties 
tested,  was  an  extremely  rare  Havasupai  Indian  sunflower  from  the 
bottom  of  the  Grand  Canyon  in  Arizona.  This  type  of  experience  is 
not  all  that  rare.) 

You  can  also  use  this  garden  to  make  a valuable  contribution  to 
Indian  people,  by  saving  and  then  donating  some  of  the  seeds  you 
grow  to  tribal  gardening  efforts.  This  in  some  cases  would  include 
reintroducing  traditional  varieties  to  tribes  or  communities  that 
had  lost  them  years  ago.  Native  Seeds/SEARCH  has  done  a lot  of  work 
of  this  kind. 

Gardening  teaches  self-reliance.  If  you  and  your  family  can  grow 
your  own  food,  you  are  much  less  dependent  on  getting  an  outside 
job,  or  on  any  sort  of  social  aid  program  (which  is  often  demeaning 
and  designed  to  wrap  you  up  in  red  tape.).  A number  of  Native  American 
tribes  are  now  encouraging  home  gardening  efforts  for  these  very 
reasons.  It  improves  the  standard  of  living,  self-esteem,  and  makes 
people  more  independent.  It  has  also  been  proven  that  a traditional 
Native  diet  can  significantly  aid  in  controlling  obesity  and  diabetes 
(contact  Native  Seeds/SEARCH  for  more  information  on  this). 

Particularly  if  you  garden  as  part  of  a group,  it  should  also  be 
possible  to  produce  excess  food  to  donate  to  community  food  banks 
and  local  charity  groups.  Besides  helping  other  people  and  making 
you  feel  better  about  yourself,  it  would  be  very  good  publicity  for 
you  or  your  group.  Such  publicity  could  be  important  in  getting 
resources  donated  to  your  efforts,  or  in  encouraging  other  people 
to  help  preserve  these  seeds. 

Gardening  is  also  good  therapy  for  stress  and  aggression  control. 

It  can  be  hard  work,  but  its  fun  and  it  relaxes  you.  It  has  been 
widely  used  to  improve  physical  health  by  reducing  stress,  and  has 
even  been  used  successfully  to  treat  certain  mental  disorders. 

Gardening  is  even  an  employable  skill,  which  can  help  people 
get  jobs  at  plant  nurseries,  or  with  landscaping,  farming,  or 
horticultural  companies.  If  you  save  seeds  of  the  varieties  you 
grow,  you  could  use  that  experience  to  help  get  a job  with  certain 
types  of  seed  companies.  And  there  are  many  privately  funded 


grassroots  organizations , non-profit  organizations,  and  government 
funded  groups  doing  seed  preservation  and  community  garden  work. 

They  would  be  willing  to  hire  people  with  such  experience. 

If  you  do  garden,  I also  suggest  that  you  set  up  a composting 
effort.  You  can  use  everything  from  grass  clippings  to  potato  peels 
or  eggshells.  Those  with  access  to  any  sort  of  livestock  would 
really  luck  out  by  being  able  to  use  manure.  Adding  compost  will 
dramatically  improve  your  garden  soil,  not  to  mention  increase  your 
chances  of  harvesting  a bountiful  crop.  Homemade  compost  is  cheaper 
than  chemical  fertilizer  & soil  amendments,  and  organic  food  is  also 
healthier  and  more  nutritious  for  you.  Also,  by  composting,  you  would 
be  helping  the  Earth  by  reducing  the  amount  of  garbage  produced,  and 
by  making  fertile  soil.  If  you  want  to  increase  your  level  of  tribal 
or  community  involvement,  you  could  perhaps  even  try  to  start  up 
'green  waste'  composting  programs  in  your  home  communities,  or  for 
your  tribes  of  origin. 

I wish  everyone  the  best  of  luck  in  their  efforts.  It  is  always  a 
good  thing  for  Indian  people  to  learn  more  about  themselves  and 
their  culture,  and  to  help  others. 

Sincerely, 

Wade  Wofford 

"RE : Being  Indian"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Feb  1999  23:36:04  -0600 
From:  "WhiteHawk"  <ayastigi@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : Being  Indian 

BEING  INDIAN  IS...  By  J.C.  High  Eagle 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  a large  family  of  over  a million  brothers  and 
sisters ! 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... feeling  that  Little  Bear,  Prays-for-All,  Big  Heart  are 
more  beautiful  names  than  Tones,  Smith  or  Brown. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . .watching  cowboys  shoot  to  kill  40  of  your  kind  with  a 
six-shot  revolver  on  the  TV  late  show  without  getting  a scratch. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  observing  your  children  watching  a cowboy  and  Indian  TV 
western  movie  and  cheer  for  the  cowboys. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... joining  the  U.S.  Army  to  save  your  country  from  the  perils 
of  aggression,  and  against  the  U.S.  Army  on  your  reservation  to  keep  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  from  stealing  your  sacred  land. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  graduating  from  a government  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
school  and  not  being  able  to  read  a 6th  grade  English  book  from  your  white 
friend's  urban  school. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  your  child  come  home  from  school  and  ask  you  about 
the  "strange  beliefs"  of  the  Indians  that  his/her  teacher  mentioned  in 
school  today. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... never  making  quick  evaluations  of  people,  but  reserving 
judgment  until  their  actions  show  what  kind  of  people  they  really  are. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... feeding  anyone  and  everyone  who  comes  to  your  door  with 
whatever  you  have. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... knowing  the  Great  Spirit. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  a Christian  missionary  tell  you  it  is  wrong  to 
believe  in  more  than  one  Divine  Being,  then  listening  to  him  tell  you  about 
God,  Tesus  Christ,  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Virgin  Mary,  St.  Doseph,  St.  Patrick, 
St.  Christopher,  St.  Francis,  your  spirit,  your  soul,  etc. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... never  giving  up  the  struggle  for  survival. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  standing  up  for  life  principles  and  truths  unashamed 
without  having  compromise  your  values. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... not  only  being  proud  of  who  you  were  born  from,  but 
mindful  of  how  you  conduct  yourself  in  the  world. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... to  have  your  liberal  white  friends  urge  you  to  follow  the 
same  path  as  your  Black  brothers  to  gain  some  advantage. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  your  friends  and  relatives  accuse  you  of  being  a 
traitor  if  you  seek  an  education,  earn  more  than  $7,000  a year,  wear  a white 


shirt  and  tie,  drive  a car  less  than  three  years  old,  and  live  in  a three 
bedroom  home. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  heard  your  grandparents  and  yourself  say,  "When 
they  honor  the  treaties  and  we  get  our  land  claim  payments" .. .then  suddenly 
realize  your  children  are  saying  the  same  words  also. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  your  non-Indian  friends  go  on  a Vision  Quest  led  by 
a white  man  to  the  mountains,  but  leaving  you  home  because  you  can't  make 
the  $300  registration  fee  to  attend. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  listening  to  your  well-intentioned  white  brother  try  to 
tell  you  about  your  native  spirituality. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... hearing  from  non-Indians  how  rotten  the  government  has 
treated  Indians,  but  still  voting  them  back  into  office. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  listening  to  people  tell  you  about  their  grandmother  or 
great  grandmother  that  was  a Cherokee  Indian  Princess. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  other  Indians  in  search  for  an  Indian  identity. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  greeted  by  non-Indians  with  pseudo  names  from  real 
ancestors  of  your  tribe. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  to  prove  with  documentation  that  you  are  one,  when 
other  races  and  people  in  the  country  don't  have  to. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... knowing  that  your  ancestors  were  slaughtered  like  animals 
in  the  name  of  Christianity,  and  then  being  told  that  Christianity  is  out  to 
save  us. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... buying  "authentic"  Indian  jewelry  made  in  Taiwan  or  Japan 
BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  learning  of  people  becoming  Indian  without  having  an 
Indian  mother  or  father. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... finding  out  that  people  think  all  Indians  lived  in  tipis. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  told  that  Columbus  discovered  America  from  his  ship, 
when  we  were  watching  him  from  the  shore. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... trying  to  relate  to  people  who  say  they  are  mathematically 
1/4,  1/8,  1/16,  etc.  degree  of  blood. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... wearing  braids  and  being  called  a "hippie"  by  those  who 
object  to  long  hair. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  whipped  for  speaking  your  own  tribal  language  when 
on  the  school  ground  premises. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . .watching  your  elders  boast  of  Indian  pride  and  leadership, 
between  swigs  of  liquor  from  a half-empty  bottle. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  your  brothers  and  sisters  that  are  enrolled  in  the 
tribe  treat  you  as  second  class  citizen  because  you  and/or  your  family  chose 
not  to  walk  the  government's  path. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... trying  to  search  for  tradition  and  truths  of  life  when 
alcoholism  and  drugs  poison  the  path  to  the  answers. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... trying  to  talk  to  elders  about  the  "old  ways"  and  having 
them  want  to  talk  more  about  the  rising  price  of  cigarettes. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... going  to  school  when  you're  young  and  having  the  teacher 
skip  over  the  Indian  chapter  in  the  history  book. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  others  forget  the  true  meaning  of  Thanksgiving. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  others  make  jokes  about  your  heritage  and  culture. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... living  in  two  worlds. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... knowing  the  word,  "Indian",  is  not  your  true  name. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  called  "Chief"  or  "Tonto"  by  patronizing 
non-Indians . 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  human,  with  human  thoughts  and  feelings  like  your 
non-Indian  brothers  and  sisters. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  constantly  on  the  alert  for  the  government's  tactics 
that  will  annihilate  you  and  your  tribe. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... holding  onto  a piece  of  paper  treaty  that  was  signed,  but 
never  honored. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... being  told  of  the  ten  commandments,  but  see  the  white  man 
subscribe  to  them  only  when  convenient  and  in  his  favor. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  non-Indians  look  at  a barefoot  Indian  child  that 
laughs,  thinking  he  or  she  is  poor. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... knowing  alcohol  doesn't  make  you  Indian,  just  drunk. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  elders  die  and  the  language  & customs  with  them. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  Mother  Earth  destroyed  by  those  who  don't  know  Her. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  history  books  tell  you  Columbus  discovered  America. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS... hearing  others  think  all  Indians  wear  war  bonnets. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... having  the  government  treat  you  like  a prisoner  of  war 
BEING  INDIAN  IS... seeing  the  government  spend  billions  of  dollars  abroad 
but  fail  to  honor  the  Indian  treaties. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . .sad, 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . .hard, 

BEING  INDIAN  IS... crying, 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  laughing, 

BEING  INDIAN  IS ...  forever ! 

"RE : Navajo  Sheep  Camp"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Ian  1999  06:01:37  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge(3hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  sheep  camp... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

My  cousins,  by  the  Navajo  way  are  my  brothers,  there  we  were  Michael, 
Silas,  Stewy,  Marvin  and  myself.  It  was  Duly  and  we  were  sitting  at 
sheep  camp  on  the  mountain.  Grandpa  left  us  while  he  went  to  go  down  to 
the  trading  post. 

We  slept  outside  in  one  of  those  big  old  white  Army  wall  tents  tied 
between  four  pine  trees.  We  had  been  out  herding  sheep,  this  was  our 
time  to  get  together  for  the  summer.  We  all  lived  different  places  and 
loved  to  stay  at  the  sheep  camp  on  the  mountain  above  Toadlena.  We  had 
gone  exploring  everywhere  and  in  our  adventures  watched  the  sheep  as 
they  wandered  around  the  trees  and  scrub  oak  in  the  area. 

At  nightfall  we  lit  the  kerosene  lamps  and  because  we  were  too  lazy  to 
cook  we  had  sardines  and  crackers.  Grandma,  in  Navajo  our  Shimasani  had 
24  cans  on  the  shelf  and  now  there  were  none.  We  talked  about  girls, 
school  and  what  we  were  gonna  do  in  the  morning,  when  we  heard  the 
sheep  making  a bleeting  sound  as  if  they  were  frightened.  They  moved 
about,  you  could  hear  the  tinkling  of  the  small  bells  on  the  lambs  and 
the  movement  of  their  feet  in  the  corral. 

The  corral  was  South  of  us,  about  a 200  feet,  the  ground  was  flat  and 
it  was  built  with  the  pine  trees  acting  as  fence  posts.  We  looked 
outside  it  was  dark,  there  was  no  moon.  Michael,  at  fifteen,  was  the 
oldest,  he  said  you  go  check  the  sheep,  go  on,  check  'em.  We  looked  at 
each  other  wondering  who  he  was  talking  to.  No  one  moved,  but  we  could 
hear  the  sheep  stirring. 

You  see  sheep  are  the  livelihood  of  the  old  folks,  they  each  have  a 
name,  my  grandma  could  give  you  the  life  story  of  everyone  of  those 
sheep.  They  were  strangers  to  me  but  she  knew  them  well.  You  can't  lose 
one  she  would  know  it,  all  the  way  down  the  mountain  she  knew  where  her 
sheep  were.  So  we  had  to  go  and  check  them  to  make  sure  they  were  safe. 

Marvin  and  Stewy  were  brothers  from  Fort  Defiance,  we  told  them  you 

guys  go,  you  are  "city  boys".  The  looked  at  us  with  wide  eyes.  No  way, 
you  guys  go.  We  found  a flashlight  and  took  a few  steps  that  way  and 

threw  rocks,  yelling  at  whoever  was  out  there.  It  could  have  been  a 

Skinwalker,  Navajo  werewolves,  they  sometimes  come  around  looking  for 
"city  boys"  to  take. 

We  finally  went  to  grandpa's  little  house  and  got  the  guns,  there  was 
a 12  guage  shotgun,  a 30-30  rifle,  a 30.06  rifle,  and  two  twenty  two 
caliber  pistols.  Michael  told  Silas  not  to  get  crazy  cuz  he  like  just 
to  shoot  around  for  the  heck  of  it  and  he  might  shoot  one  of  us.  We 
walked  out  behind  him  after  we  loaded  up  going  carefully  outside. 

Silas  said  let's  go  over  there  and  see,  I think's  it  a bear,  it  will 
take  the  sheep,  we  have  to  do  something.  Stewart  the  youngest  at  11, 
stopped  a few  steps  from  the  wall  tent,  he  would  go  no  further.  None  of 
us  would  go  any  further.  We  started  to  yell  around  in  the  dark, 
throwing  more  rocks,  still  there  was  noise.  Michael  finally  told  us  to 
line  up  like  cavalry  soldiers  but  we  were  the  Indians,  the  good  guys. 

Silas  screamed  out  that  we  were  gonna  start  shooting  if  the  bear  or 
Skin  walker  did  not  leave.  We  could  tell  it  was  West  of  the  corrals 


from  the  breaking  branches  on  the  ground.  It  was  so  dark,  we  aimed  in 
the  general  direction,  yelling  out  one  more  time.  No  response  so  we 
started  shooting.  We  lit  up  the  forest,  I know  we  woke  up  people  all 
over  the  mountain  wondering  what  the  heck  was  going  on  at  our  sheep 
camp.  We  stopped  after  emptying  a box  of  ammunition  and  it  was  quiet. 

We  stood  there  till  morning,  waiting  for  early  morning  light.  You  are 
afraid  to  move,  to  stir  because  a wounded  bear  will  charge  you  if  he 
hears  you.  As  the  twilight  began  to  become  day  we  strained  to  see  what 
manner  of  beast  or  monster  we  had  killed. 

There  is  a story  that  is  told  around  fires  at  night  about  a night  like 
by  Two  Grey  Hills.  Some  people  there  had  heard  noises  and  after  a while 
shot  into  the  night,  they  heard  a yelp  from  a wounded  animal,  hit  in 
the  leg.  The  next  day  it  was  heard  that  a man  from  the  area  had  a wound 
in  his  leg,  he  was  known  after  that  as  wolfman  by  the  community  because 
he  was  considered  a Skinwalker.  It  looked  like  they  would  be  talking 
about  our  Skinwalker.  They  would  make  tell  our  story  and  make  songs 
about  us  around  these  campfires. 

Slowly  the  night  started  to  disappear.  We  finally  went  to  go  see  our 
beast,  it  was  in  the  scrub  oak,  there  was  blood.  We  had  shot  it,  we 
were  afraid  of  what  we  would  find  and  all  stopped  at  the  edge  of  the 
bushes.  It  was  hard  to  see.  Mike  and  Silas  led  the  way,  we  followed. 

Oh,  what  a sight.  It  couldn't  be,  we  had  killed  it  Grandpa's  cow  was 
dead.  We  went  from  heros  to  cow  slayers,  the  only  song  we  would  hear 
was  grandpa  yelling  at  us  as  we  ran  away  and  him  chasing  us. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Feb  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Date:  Tue,  09  Feb  1999  20:47:22  PST 
From:  "scott  curtis"  <lonetipi@hotmail . com> 

Here  is  the  name  of  a Native  American  who  is  serving  time  in  Lexington, 
Oklahoma.  He  is  enrolled  with  the  Cheyenne/Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma. 

Carl  Lonebear 

257899 

A&R 

3-B  #117 

Lexington,  Oklahoma  73051 

Thank  you  for  the  time  and  effort  you  put  this  project.  Carl  is  very 
excited  that  he  will  be  added  to  your  list.  Scott 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 


banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  for  Thought"  

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub  j : Food  for  Thought  003 

Vechet's  Food  for  Thought 

"RE;  a Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Feb  1999  21:55:20  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  94 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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If  the  world's  a wilderness. 

Go  build  houses  in  it! 

Will  it  help  our  loneliness 
On  the  winds  to  din  it? 

Raise  a hut,  however  slight; 

Weeds  and  brambles  smother; 

And  to  roof  and  meal  invite 
Some  forlorner  brother. 

If  the  world's  a vale  of  tears. 
Smile  till  rainbows  span  it! 

Breathe  the  love  that  life  endears. 
Clear  from  clouds  to  fan  it. 

Of  your  gladness  lend  a gleam 
Unto  souls  that  shiver: 

Show  them  how  dark  sorrow's  stream 
Blends  with  hope's  bright  river! 

LUCY  LARCOM. 


QUAKERISM. 


As  many  of  our  students  live  in  Friends'  families,  and  we  are  often 
asked  what  Quakerism  is,  we  take  this  from  the  Friends'  Intelligencer 
for  a full  answer  to  the  question: 

Quakerism  stands  for  what  is  right;  not  what  is  expedient,  says  the 
Intelligencer. 

For  courage  of  conviction;  not  a weak  submission  to  incipient  evil. 

Four  love  and  forbearance;  not  hatred  and  strife. 

For  cheerful  obedience  to  those  in  authority;  not  rebellion  against 
wholesome  rule. 

For  good  taste  and  simplicity;  not  dead  conformity  and  display. 

For  neat,  tasteful  homes;  not  ostentatious  mansions. 

For  wholesome  recreations;  not  corrupting  diversions. 

For  cordial  hospitality;  not  elaborate  entertainments. 


For  honesty  and  fair  dealing;  not  injustice  and  avarice. 

For  moderation  in  all  things;  not  extravagance  in  many  things. 

For  pure,  everyday  living;  not  spasmodic  goodness. 

For  broad,  cultured  minds  and  warm  hearts;  not  selfish  intellectualism 
and  coldness. 

For  self-respecting  aid  to  the  needy;  not  demoralizing  charity. 

For  simplicity  in  worship;  not  formality  and  grandeur. 

For  sincerity  and  freedom  in  belief;  not  cant  and  narrowness. 

For  toleration;  not  assuming  judgement. 

For  the  inward  revelation  of  truth;  not  dependence  upon  dogmatic 
theology. 

For  faith  in  God  and  the  divine  Christ  in  men;  not  faith  alone,  or 
works  alone,  but  both  faith  and  works  combined. 


AN  INDIAN  NOT  BETTER  DEAD  THAN  ALIVE. 


Letters  like  the  following  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  We  get  many 
such,  but  this  is  the  most  recent.  It  speaks  for  itself.  What  returned 
pupils  need  is  just  the  influence,  encouragement  and  confidence  herein 
portrayed : 

Major  R.  H.  PRATT:  MY  DEAR  SIR:  I cannot  refrain  from  writing  to  you 

concerning  , and  complimenting  Carlisle  upon  sending  out  such 

splendid  young  men  as  he  is. 

His  influence  over  our  boys  is  for  the  best,  and  his  conduct  will 
assist  our  young  men  to  push  their  way  up  the  ladder  of  life. 

He  is  an  exceptionally  fine  young  man,  and  we  take  a great  deal  of 
interest  in  him. 

He  comes  to  me  very  often  for  advice  and  I feel  as  though  a chance  had 
come  for  me  to  materially  aid  him  by  the  advice  I can  give. 

Pardon  my  intrusion  but  I am  interested  to  such  a great  extent  in  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  Indian  race  that  I cannot  forbear  telling  you 
what  I think  of  this  young  man.  Carlisle  may  indeed  feel  proud  of  him. 


A REPUTATION  THAT  COUNTS. 


Could  you  send  me  one  of  your  boys  again?  I have  found  your  boys  of 
better  moral  character  than  the  average  of  the  boys  working  on  farms.  I 
am  glad  of  your  work  done.  If  you  can  send  me  as  good  as  Luke 
Bearshield,  Joseph  Gordon,  John  Webster,  or  Brigman  Cornelius  I won't 
ask  any  nicer  boys  than  they.  You  could  not  help  liking  them. 

ONE  OF  OUR  PATONS. 
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MAHOR  AND  MRS.  PRATT  WITH  US  AGAIN. 

After  a very  rough  passage,  the  entire  distance  of  which  Major  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  suffered  all  the  distresses  known  to  inexperienced  seamen 
they  arrived  safely  on  Saturday  night  receiving  an  ovation  from  the 
band,  faculty  and  students  that  must  have  made  their  hearts  happy.  As  a 
friend  expresses  it,  coming  from  "fan-land"  to  "freeze-land"  they  must 
have  felt  the  sudden  change,  but  none  was  more  sensible  of  it  than  the 
Fox  Terrier  Karkee  who  saw  snow  for  the  first  time  and  shivered  as  he 
crouched  in  the  cold. 

The  band  repeated  on  Monday  evening  for  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  a 
performance  which  was  given  in  the  gymnasium  a few  weeks  ago  as  a 
rehearsal.  The  scene  is  a representation  in  music  and  action  of  some  of 
the  principal  events  of  the  American  Spanish  War,  the  opening  selection 
portraying  in  soul-stirring  strains  the  peace  that  reigned,  while  the 
factory  bell  called  laborers  to  the  workshops,  and  a characteristic  cake 
walk  represented  the  happy  days  in  the  cotton  fields  of  the  south  before 
the  war. 

Then  sounds  of  oppression  and  tyranny  came  from  Cuba;  the  "Maine" 
exploded;  there  were  a call  to  arms;  enlisting  of  volunteers;  the 
Soldier's  Farewell  pathetically  sung;  a train  of  cars  to  carry  off  the 
soldiers;  the  battle;  the  tattoo;  taps;  capture  of  Spanish  prisoners; 
foraging  parties,  all  leading  up  to  the  grand  finale  when  peace  was 
proclaimed,  troops  returned  and  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  floated  proudly 
as  the  band  played  the  exhilarating  song  written  in  its  honor.  The 
pathetic  and  mind-provoking  scenes  were  so  blended  as  to  make  the 
performance  intensely  interesting  throughout.  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  were 
highly  elated,  and  gave  Director  Wheelock  a hearty  shake  of 
congratulation  at  the  close. 

The  G.A.R.  of  town  have  asked  the  band  to  repeat  the  play  in  the  Opera 
House,  and  arrangements  have  about  been  completed  to  do  so  in  the  near 
future.  The  house  will  not  hold  the  audience  if  the  people  of  town  can 
but  know  what  they  will  miss  by  not  seeing  this  picture  - Dennison 
Wheelock' s realistic  adaptation  of  Tobani's  Civil  War. 


United  States  Indian  Agent,  Edward  Golding  of  Seneca,  Mo.,  and  Supt. 
E.T.  MacArthur  of  the  Fort  Peck  school  Poplar,  Mont.,  were  among  the 
visitors  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

A very  interesting  letter  from  ex-student  Thomas  Hanbury  shows  that  he 
is  in  business,  in  Metlakahtla,  Alaska.  He  is  keeping  store  and  says 
that  his  prospects  are  bright.  He  has  been  in  the  gold  fields, 
possesses  claims  there  and  expects  to  go  again  as  soon  as  Spring  opens. 

Frank  Thomas  Lillibridge  of  the  Genoa,  Nebraska,  School,  is  keeping 
every  number  of  the  HELPER  so  that  when  he  is  old  enough  to  read  he  will 
have  some  very  interesting  reading  matter,  his  papa  says.  Frank's  mamma 
is  keeping  them  for  him.  She  at  one  time  was  a pupil  at  Carlisle,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Lillibridge  of  the  Genoa  School  faculty,  and 
Manager  of  the  Indian  News,  published  at  the  school. 

Joseph  Dubray  is  again  in  Cuba.  He  belongs  to  Co.  F 8th  Mass.  He  has 
been  transferred  from  the  6th  to  8th.  He  says:  "We  camp  right  near  the 
beach,  just  outside  of  the  city  of  Matanzas.  The  weather  is  very  hot 
here  and  it  is  a great  change  for  me.  I have  opened  up  a barber  shop  in 
the  camp,  so  that  takes  all  my  spare  time."  We  are  glad  to  hear  from 
our  soldier  boy,  and  hope  he  will  write  frequently  to  let  us  know  how  he 
is  getting  on. 

We  have  before  us  a clearly  taken  small  photograph  of  8 Indian  boys 
and  woman  with  babe  in  arms,  of  South  America.  The  boys  are  pupils  of 
the  Agricultural  and  Industrial  School,  Temuco,  Chile,  and  the  picture 
was  sent  to  us  by  Superintendent  C.A.  Sadleir.  Supt.  Sadleir  says  his 
work  is  principally  among  the  Araucanains  numbering  some  one  hundred 
thousand  who  are  scattered  over  south  Chile  having  small  allotments  of 
land  apportioned  out  to  them  by  the  Government.  He  hopes  to  make 
through  their  school  "new"  men.  The  boys  in  the  picture  have  bright 
faces  and  look  very  like  the  North  American  Indian.  Superintendent 
Sadleir  sends  Christian  greetings  and  every  good  wish.  When  the 


Nicaragua  canal  is  finished  maybe  some  of  them  will  come  to  see  us. 
They  will  receive  a warm  welcome  should  they  come  this  way. 


Killed  at  Manila. 

That  faithful  old  soldier  and  friend  of  the  Indians,  Supt.  Ed. 
McConville,  so  long  at  the  head  of  the  Indian  School  at  Ft.  Lapwai, 
Idaho,  and  from  which  he  went  into  the  Army  as  Major  of  the  First  Idaho 
Regiment  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  is  announced  as  among  the  killed 
in  the  battle  at  Manila. 

Major  McConville  was  long  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  Indian 
School  Service  as  a vigorous  and  unflinching  superintendent.  His  death 
on  the  battlefield  only  indicates  the  high  duty  standard  and  brave  man 
that  he  was.  We  join  with  the  vast  number  of  his  many  friends  in  the 
Indian  School  Service  in  deepest  sympathy  with  his  wife  and  family. 
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The  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s RIGHT  Eye  Observes 

That  his  neighbor  -"Left  Eye"  did  the  observing  last  week. 

That  class  '99  numbers  34. 

That  three  printers  - Robert  Emmett,  Kendall  Paul  and  Stuart  Hazlett 
graduate  this  year. 

That  230,027  891,564  (?)  clippings  have  been  sent  to  us  about  that 
Boston  Girl  talking  to  a Carlisle  graduate  at  the  Omaha  Exposition. 

That  Miss  Ely  was  _5  years  old  on  Wednesday. 

That  we  were  too  busy  and  it  was  too  stormy  to  celebrate  Dawes  Day  by 
a holiday. 

That  the  sleigh  is  jealous  of  the  Herdic.  Because  the  former  has  a 
finer  dress  of  paint. 

That  it  is  an  interesting  sight  to  see  the  boys  rushing  for  their 
respective  shops  when  the  bell  rings. 

That  a nod  of  an  HONEST  boy  or  girl  is  enough. 

That  Solomon  Webster  and  the  trolley  became  fast  friends  last  Monday 
night  after  the  concert,  for  they  stuck  together  for  nearly  three  hours 
about  the  mile-hill  when  Solomon  was  working  his  way  over  to  his 
"country  residence"  - the  Hilton's. 

That  Compositor  Spencer  set  a job  of  probably  three  hundred  words 
without  an  error  to  be  marked  on  proof,  and  he  has  been  at  work  in  the 
printing  office  only  since  September. 

That  some  of  the  girls  see  all  the  corners  of  the  rooms  they  have  to 
sweep,  and  get  credit  for  good  work,  while  others  do  not  see  the  dirt 
and  are  counted  a poor  lot,  although  they  LIKE  to  be  esteemed  among  the 
best  in  everything. 

That  dictionary  under  a person  on  a cane  seat  chair  is  hard  on  the 
chair  and  as  hard  on  the  dictionary. 

That  Mrs.  Rumsport  is  at  her  old  stand  again  in  the  teachers'  club 
kitchen,  and  that  Miss  Noble  who  had  too  much  on  her  shoulders  in  the 
absence  of  the  cook,  is  not  sorry. 

That  too  many  "thats"  are  not  good  for  digestion,  and  that  this  is  the 
last  for  a while. 

That  half  (?)  of  Washington  was  disturbed  because  Misses  Cutter  and 
Wood  did  not  make  more  calls,  when  they  went  on  business. 

That  Bermuda  Dog  and  Tiger  Cat  are  not  the  best  of  friends,  so  to 
speak. 

That  we  can't  be  soldiers  till  we  learn  to  march  to  music.  Right  foot 
on  accented  note  looks  rather  funny. 

That  Myron  Moses  did  not  take  the  cake  but  she  (?)  was  the  best 
stepper.  Her  grace  and  agony  combined  were  too  much  for  the  onlookers 
who  cheered  enthusiastically  at  the  excellent  take  off. 

That  Miss  Hill  is  not  afraid  of  a fuse  on  an  electric  connection. 

That  Koklilook  can  skate. 

That  Miss  Forster  cannot  be  beaten  at  telling  true  burglar  stories. 

that  the  longest  icicle  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  ever  saw  was  hanging 
from  the  hospital  roof  yesterday  morning  - 30  feet  long. 

That  Mr.  Bennett's  grey-hound  from  Ft.  Shaw  met  with  friends  at  the 
school  whom  he  knew  out  west. 


That  Karkee  was  terribly  sea-sick  on  the  way  from  Bermuda,  but  is 
acclimated  to  the  house  where  he  is  ever  showing  off  wonderful  tricks. 

That  two  of  our  number  were  caught  on  the  trolley  with  not  enough 
money  to  pay  their  fare.  "Lend  me  a nickel?"  asked  the  butler  of  the 
wheel-lock.  The  latter  turned  his  pockets  inside  out  but  could  find 
only  one  cent.  And  the  next  day  was  pay  day. 

That  it  was  the  coldest  of  the  season,  here  yesterday  morning  -8 
below. 

That  Miss  Bessie  Butler  had  rather  a sudden  and  too  intimate 
acquaintance  with  mother  earth  last  Saturday  night  that  we  shall  never 
forget . 

That  the  band  played  "Hail  to  the  Chief"  when  Major  entered  the 
grounds  on  Saturday  night. 


We  are  pained  to  learn  as  we  go  to  press  of  the  death  of  our  esteemed 
friend  Mrs.  Lippincott,  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.S.  Lippincott  of  the 
Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  formerly  pastor  of  the  great  church  at 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  Arch. 

Mr.  Marshall  and  Professor  Bakeless  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight; 

Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Annie  Morton,  the  Standards;  Miss  Bowersox  and  Miss 
Kowuni  the  Susans. 

The  Sophomores  with  their  teacher  Mrs.  Cook  took  a sleigh-ride  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Two  four  horse  loads  of  young  people  enjoyed  a 
jolly  time. 

Mrs.  Babbit,  of  Warner,  California,  who  recently  visited  Carlisle, 
renews  her  subscription  and  says,  "I  am  always  glad  to  learn  through  the 
HELPER  how  my  many  friends  are  and  what  they  are  doing." 

Miss  Bessie  Butler  left  on  Sunday  morning  for  Washington,  and  has 
entered  school  there. 

What  are  you  taking  for  your  cold  just  now?  Advice  generally. 

Mr.  Ed.  Gift,  of  Chicago,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Bowersox,  on  Sunday. 

This  is  his  first  trip  east,  and  from  here  he  went  to  Washington  to  take 
in  the  sights. 

Chaplain  Cassard  of  the  Battleship  Indiana,  spoke  before  the  student 
body  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  alluded  to  the  Indians  as  True  Americans. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Reed,  of  Dickinson  College  whose  guest  he  was,  accompanied  the 
distinguished  gentleman. 

We  were  glad  to  hear  this  week  from  Stiya,  who  is  at  Phoenix  School, 
Arizona.  She  speaks  in  tender  terms  of  Mrs.  Laura  Long  Cochrane,  ('95 
Carlisle)  whose  death  was  chronicled  recently.  She  says  Mrs.  Cochrane 
did  her  duty  faithfully,  was  uncomplaining  and  was  beloved  by  all. 
Evangelist  and  Mrs.  Moody  visited  the  school  not  long  since  and  spoke 
encouragingly  to  the  students  and  faculty.  In  the  same  letter  we  learn 
that  Annie  Lockwood  is  still  at  Albuquerque. 

Another  of  our  girls  has  passed  away.  On  the  25th  of  January  Nancy 
Tadgahsong,  who  went  to  her  home  in  Michigan  some  time  since  died.  She 
sent  Christmas  presents  to  the  people  with  whom  she  lived  in  the  country 
while  here,  and  Mrs.  Lippincott,  through  whom  we  get  the  news,  says  of 
her.  "If  any  one  is  fully  rewarded,  Nancy  is.  She  was  all  that  could 
be  asked  on  mortals."  Nancy  was  not  with  us  many  years  but  those  who 
knew  her  mourn  the  loss  of  a friend,  beloved  for  her  sweet  Christian 
character . 
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FROM  THE  "REFORMATORY  RECORD". 


The  Record  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a copy  of  The  Red  Man  for 
January.  This  paper  represents  the  advanced  work  and  alms  of  the 
Carlisle  Indian  Industrial  School  and  is  "published  monthly  in  the 
interest  of  Indian  education  and  civilization." 

We  are  always  interested  in  the  small  weekly,  THE  INDIAN  HELPER,  which 
for  years  has  been  visiting  our  office.  THE  HELPER  is  devoted  to  local 
matters;  The  Red  Man,  as  will  be  noted  steps  into  a wider  field  and  does 
valiant  service  for  God  and  humanity.  The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
red  man  are  stated  in  no  uncertain  terms.  The  injustice  which  he  so 


often  meets  at  the  hands  of  his  white  brother  is  generally  called  by  its 
right  name. 

Much  valuable  information  concerning  the  work  among  Indians  is  found 
in  its  pages  and  if  they  might  find  their  way  into  the  homes  of  our 
people  in  general,  we  feel  confident  it  would  not  be  long  until  "the 
Indian  problem"  would  be  solved  and  our  children  left  to  wonder  why  we 
blundered  so  fearfully  over  so  simple  a problem.  One  old  fashioned 
recommendation  will  se  the  matter  at  rest  forever;  "and  what  doth  the 
God  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy." 

May  THE  RED  MAN  persevere  in  its  effective  blows  for  the  time  when  all 
these  outward  distinctions,  now  seemingly  necessary  may  be  done  away 
In  the  parliament  of  man; 

The  federation  of  the  world. 


[ Photo  - "AS  OUR  CAMPUS  LOOKS  THIS  WEEK."] 


POKAGON . 


The  grand  old  Indian  Chief,  Simon  Pokagon,  of  the  Michigan 
Pottawatomie  Indians,  has  just  passed  away.  Pokagon ' s father  sold  their 
old  home  - the  ground  upon  which  the  city  of  Chicago  now  stands,  to  the 
United  States,  and  Pokagon,  himself,  always  lived  in  Southern  Michigan 
near  the  ancient  home  of  his  people. 

Pokagon  was  one  of  the  most  highly  educated  Indians  within  our 
knowledge.  He  wrote  many  articles  of  high  merit,  which  were  published 
in  our  leading  magazines.  His  appeal  to  the  American  people  for 
protection  of  his  people  against  the  liquor  traffic  which  was 
represented  in  our  Red  Man,  is  one  of  the  best  temperance  articles  ever 
written  and  shows  clearly  the  extraordinary  powers  of  his  mind. 

We  had  been  in  correspondence,  and  about  concluded  arrangements  by 
which  the  old  Chief  was  to  be  present  at  our  Commencement  the  end  of 
this  month.  His  exalted  Christian  character  and  great  personal  worth 
made  him  hosts  of  friends  far  and  near  who  will  mourn  his  death. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  11,  5,  4 is  a small  bed. 

My  4,  10,  1,  7 is  what  the  clock  does. 

My  6,  2,  3,  9 is  on  the  lower  part  of  the  leg. 

My  12,  8,  1,  7 is  what  mules  do. 

My  whole  is  a good  Carlisle  Indian  at  Yardley,  so  R.B.W.,  of 
Philadelphia  says,  who  sent  the  Enigma. 

=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Little  Things"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Sep  1998  14:45:56  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@RO.COM> 

Sub j : little  things 

that  little  thing 
sitting  over  in  the  corner 
with  her  ladle  and  cookpot 
her  pen 
weapon  of  war 

could  grind  her  up  and  spit  her  out 
the  little  woman 
of  big  words 

little  woman  of  quiet  action 
she  is  awfully  small 
too  quiet  and  soft 
dresses  too  fancy 


kind  of  light  don't  ya  think 
doesn't  know  the  same  voices  and  names 
i know 

and  doesn't  say  it  the  way 
well  not  the  way  i would 
go  ahead  drown  her  out 
with  louder  words 
actions  that  look  bigger 
she's  a gramma  you  know 
she  was  at  oka 
they  say 
at  wounded  knee 
at  point  concepcion 

(does  anyone  even  remember  point  concepcion) 

at  big  mountain 

she  was  the  quiet  one 

i think  she  cooked  a lot 

she  is  a new  mom 

writing  letters  to  her  congressman 

feeding  her  people  in  the  food  line  downtown 

trying  to  learn  the  language  her  parents 

tried  to  forget  and  teaching 

a little  sister 

learning  to  speak  out 

of  the 

truth  of  thanksgiving 
to  her  second  grade  class 
she  is 

an  infant  crying  her  first  breath 
she  is  strong  of  heart 
and  sometimes  weak  with  tears 
and  weak  in  body 

sometimes  she  cries  out  for  a vision 

the  horrors  that  her  people  have  suffered 

oh  don't  let  me  ever  forget 

the  many  faces  gone  before 

and  that  some  have  made  her  suffer  for 

and  all  that  comes  is  the  gray  dark  haze 

of  pollution  over  the  city 

and  it  is  good  because  gray  is  still  within 

the  cloak  of  the  earth 

that  little  thing 

sitting  over  in  the  corner 

with  her  ladle  and  cookpot 

her  pen 

nokwisa-1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  99  04:41:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  23-March  1 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

23 

A dream  is  a wild  bird  upon  the  wind! 

24 

See  the  world  through  the  eyes  of  a child. 


25 

Love  is  a gift  that  grows  only  with  the  giving. 

26 

What  is  once  found  is  never  truly  lost. 

27 

I return  to  the  earth  to  find  the  place  of  my  beginnings. 

28 

Within  me  lie  the  wellsprings  of  my  own  renewal. 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

March  was  the  season  when  the  malolo,  the  flying  fish,  swarmed  in  the  ocean. 

1 

Everywhere  I look,  I see  beauty. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  15  February  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  1999  15:51:10  -0800 
From:  Corecom  <iitcakpp@corecom.net> 

Sub j : IITC  1999  CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCEMENT 

--  FINAL  DRAFT  FOR  DISTRIBUTION  AND  POSTING 

ANNOUNCEMENT  AND  INVITATION 

25TH  ANNIVERSARY  INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  CONFERENCE 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Hunkpapa  Treaty  Council,  the  Flunkpapa  Lakota  Red 
Robe  Women's  Society,  and  Wanblee  Wakpeh  Oyate,  the  IITC  will  hold  its 
25th  Anniversary  Treaty  Conference  in  Lakota  Nation  Territory,  Dune  23  - 
26,  1999.  The  site  will  be  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte),  a sacred  traditional 
area  in  the  Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills),  at  the  Rosebud  Educational, 

Cultural,  and  Spiritual  Center  about  40  miles  from  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota . 

The  Conference  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  Indigenous  Peoples  from 
many  countries  and  Nations  to  share  information,  discuss  developments 
from  community  to  international  levels,  and  build  joint  strategies  in 
response  to  critical  issues  facing  our  Peoples  and  lands.  The  Conference 
will  be  camp-out  with  meals  provided.  No  alcohol  or  drug  use  is 
permitted  at  this  site.  Motels  rooms  are  available  7 miles  away  in  the 
town  of  Sturgis. 

Bear  Butte  is  a sacred  site  for  both  the  Lakota  (Sioux)  and  Tsitsistas 
(Cheyenne)  Nations,  used  for  traditional  ceremonial  purposes  since  time 
immemorial.  With  the  unilateral  violation  of  the  1868  Ft.  Laramie  Treaty 
with  the  Lakota,  largely  motivated  by  gold  mining  and  timber  interests 
which  continue  to  exploit  the  Black  Hills  region  today.  Bear  Butte  and 
the  Black  Hills  were  illegally  appropriated  by  the  U.S. 

The  issue  of  Treaty  rights  and  Treaty  violations  will  be  a primary 
focus  at  the  Conference,  in  honor  of  the  host  Nation  and  site,  as  well 
as  in  response  to  the  significant  international  developments  which  have 
occurred  in  recent  years.  A focal  point  will  be  a review  of  the 
draft  final  report  of  United  Nations'  Treaty  Study. 

In  addition  to  Treaties  and  Agreements,  key  areas  for  discussion  will 
be  Religious  Freedom,  cultural  rights  and  protection  of  sacred  sites; 
Biological  diversity,  environmental  protection,  sustainable  development, 
and  safeguarding  traditional  knowledge  and  resources;  land  rights  and 
land  demarcation;  impacts  of  mining  and  oil  extraction;  Indigenous  youth 


issues  including  youth  workshops  and  programs;  prisoners  rights  and 
arbitrary  detentions;  international  standard-setting  with  a focus  on  the 
U.N.  Draft  Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  Rights  of 
the  Child;  and  strengthening  of  Traditional  governments,  sovereignty  and 
Self-determination . 

For  more  information,  call  IITC's  offices  in  Minneapolis  at  (612) 
359-0200,  San  Francisco  (415)  641-4482,  or  Alaska  (907)  745-4482,  or 
email  to  iitc@igc.apc.org  or  iitcak@corecom.net. 


Date:  Sun,  14  Feb  1999  10:47:12  -0700 
From:  phil  cash  cash  <pasxapu@dakotacom.net> 

Sub j : WORKSHOP  ON  AMERICAN  INDIGENOUS  LANGUAGES 

WORKSHOP  ON  AMERICAN  INDIGENOUS  LANGUAGES 
Santa  Barbara,  CA 
May  14-16,  1999 

The  linguistics  department  at  the  University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara 
announces  its  second  annual  Workshop  on  American  Indigenous  Languages 
(WAIL),  a forum  for  the  discussion  of  theoretical  and  descriptive 
linguistic  studies  of  indigenous  languages  of  the  Americas. 

Invited  Speaker:  Sara  Trechter 

Anonymous  abstracts  are  invited  for  talks  on  any  topic  in  Native 
American  linguistics.  Talks  will  be  20  minutes,  followed  by  10  minutes 
for  discussion.  Individuals  may  submit  abstracts  for  one  single  and 
one  co-authored  paper.  Abstracts  should  be  500  words  or  less  and  can 
be  submitted  by  hard  copy  or  e-mail.  For  hard  copy  submissions,  please 
send  five  copies  of  your  abstract  and  a 3x5  card  with  the  following 
information : 

(1)  name; 

(2)  affiliation; 

(3)  mailing  address; 

(4)  phone  number; 

(5)  e-mail  address; 

(6)  title  of  your  paper. 

Send  hard  copy  submissions  to: 

Workshop  on  American  Indigenous  Languages 
Department  of  Linguistics 
University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93106 

E-mail  submissions  are  encouraged.  Include  the  information  from  the 
3x5  card  (above)  in  the  body  of  the  e-mail  message,  with  the  anonymous 
abstract  as  an  attachment. 

Send  e-mail  submissions  to: 
wail@humanitas .ucsb.edu 

DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  ABSTRACTS:  March  19,  1999 
Notification  of  acceptance  will  be  by  e-mail  in  late-March. 

Registration:  $20  (checks  payable  to  WAIL) 

For  further  information  contact  the  conference  coordinator  at 
wail@humanitas.ucsb.edu  or  (805)  893-3776 
or  check  out  our  web  site  at 

http: //www. linguistics. ucsb.edu/wail/wail . html 


Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  1999  15:08:07  -0800 
From:  "Gary  Fuller"  <garyf@ocbtp. com> 

Sub j : Powwow  Calendar  Update  - San  Bernardino  Powwow  Cancelled 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Boycott  Cal  State  San  Bernardino  Pow-Wow 

It  is  with  a sad  heart  that  the  American  Indian  Movement  of  San  Bernardino 
must  request  a boycott  of  the  Pow-Wow  at  Cal  State  University  San 
Bernardino,  on  the  last  weekend  in  February. 

California  State  University  at  San  Bernardino  is  being  sued  for  racism 
against  the  Native  American  Elder.  There  is  several  incidences  of  racism 
on  the  campus  and  there  are  racist  material  being  introduced  into  the 


curriculum  in  classes  so  we  are  asking  people  to  please  boycott  any  Indian 
activities  on  this  campus. 

This  campus  no  longer  has  an  Indian  club  because  the  person  who  headed 
this  club,  myself,  after  filing  a 20  million  dollar  lawsuit,  was  verbally 
attacked  in  the  parking  lot  and  it  is  no  longer  safe  for  me  to  have  a club 
on-campus . 

We  must  stop  the  abuse  of  Native  Americans  in  the  school  systems,  the  only 
way  to  stop  it  is  to  quit  putting  our  money,  our  time,  and  our  efforts  into 
the  more  abusive  schools.  When  we  have  Pow-Wows  and  such  on  these  campuses 
they  benefit  because  they  look  "Indians  friendly."  please  help  and  boycott 
San  Bernardino  University  the  last  week  end  in  February. 

Thank  you, 

Pamelalee  Bailey-Shimizu 

Executive  Director  American  Indian  Movement  San 
Bernardino  Area. 

[Ed  Note:  The  committee  for  the  Pow-Wow  at  Cal  State  San  Bernardino, 
erroneously  listed  as  UC  San  Bernardino  in  our  last  paper,  called  to  inform 
us  that  they  have  cancelled  the  pow-wow.  They  and  the  Cross  Cultural  Club 
are  looking  for  a new  venue  to  hold  the  pow-wow,  a location  not  affiliated 
with  Cal  State  San  Bernardino.] 

Gary  Fuller  <garyf@ocbtp . com> 

http : //www . ocbtp . com/ powwow/ index . html 


Date:  Mon,  15  Feb  1999  14:58:47  -0600 
From:  WhiteHawk  <ayastigi@EMAIL.MSN.COM> 

Sub j : RED  NATIONS  REMEMBERING 

The  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  of  Houston  presents:  Red  Nations  Remembering: 
A Commemoration  of  those  who  walked  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Contact:  ludith  Bruni,  Pager  1-800-759-8888,  pin  #1248475  or  phone 
281-556-1908 

Houston  - The  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  of  Houston  announces  the  Third 
Annual  RED  NATIONS  REMEMBERING,  A Commemoration  of  those  who  walked  the 
Trail  of  Tears.  PThis  is  the  first  year  our  family  event  will  be  held  in 
the  greater  Houston  area  to  provide  greater  accessibility  for  the  public,? 
said  Wade  McAlister,  President  of  the  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  of 
Houston.  ?We  hope  to  spread  the  message  of  Cherokee  heritage  to  a wider 
audience  this  year  and  believe  this  event  contributes  to  the 
multi-culturalism  of  Houston.? 

Red  Nations  Remembering  will  take  place  on  Sunday,  March  28,  1999  from 
11  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  at  Traders  Village,  7979  N.  Eldridge  Parkway,  Houston, 
Texas . 

Ceremonies  begin  at  11:00  a.m.  with  a brief  overview  of  the  Trail  of 
Tears  and  a commemorative  Moccasin  Walk.  Throughout  the  day  activities 
include  Native  American  speakers,  musicians  and  artists,  historical 
reenactments,  traditional  storytelling,  dance  performances,  traditional 
games,  primitive  craft  demonstrations,  a Native  American  Indian  Market 
with  art  and  crafts,  raffles  and  refreshments. 

Special  performances  will  be  held  by  internationally  acclaimed  and  award 
winning  Cherokee  artists,  dancers  and  flutists.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
help  us  mark  this  day,  featuring  activities  for  all  ages.  Entry  to  the 
event  is  free  and  parking  is  $2.00  per  car. 

>From  October,  1837  to  March,  1838,  Cherokees  were  forced  to  leave  their 
traditional  homelands  in  the  southeastern  United  States  and  to  walk  to 
what  is  now  eastern  Oklahoma.  During  the  mid  winter  march  over  12,000 
Cherokee  people  walked  what  has  become  known  as  the  Trail  of  Tears. 
One-fourth  of  the  entire  Cherokee  population  died  along  the  trail. 

Over  a century  and  half  later,  we  want  to  ensure  the  strength  and 
courage  of  our  ancestors  are  not  forgotten.  Native  Americans  across 
North  America,  who  also  experienced  such  a removal,  are  invited  to  make 
similar  plans  for  this  day.  Our  intention  is  to  continue  an  era  of 
celebration  for  all  Native  Americans.  Please  join  us  in  the  third 
successful  year  of  this  remembrance! 

The  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  of  Houston  is  a nonprofit  organization 


proudly  dedicated  to  preserving  and  perpetuating  the  heritage  and 
culture  of  the  Cherokee  people.  General  inquiries  may  be  addressed  on 
CCS  voice  mail  at  713-866-4085  or  by  writing  PO  Box  23187,  Houston,  TX 
77228-3187. 


Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  1999  15:08:33  -0800 
From:  "Gary  Fuller"  <garyf@ocbtp.com> 

Sub j : Powwow  Calendar  Update  - Updated  February  Calendar 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

You'll  be  happy  to  know,  I'm  sure,  that  the  calendar  has  been  updated  on  the 
website.  There  are  LOADS  of  new  pow  wows  and  changes.  Go  check  them  out  at 
http : //www . ocbtp . com/ powwow/ index . html 

February  17th,  1999 

American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Southern  California  Monthly  Meeting 

"Outreach  & Business  Opportunities  Within  the  Orange  County 

Transportation  Authority"  will  be  the  topic  with  Guest  Speaker 

Amanda  Vallejo,  manager  socioeconomic  programs  with  the  OCTA 

National  Center  for  American  Indian  Enterprise  Development 

11138  Valley  Mall  Ste  200 

El  Monte,  Ca 

(Located  on  the  2nd  floor  of  the  Bank  of  America,  corner  of 
Ramona  & Valley  Mall.  Enter  building  through  parking  lot  door 
and  take  elevator) 

6pm  informal  potluck  mixer 
7pm  call  to  order 

All  American  Indian  Business  People  and  Indian  Business 
Supporters  are  Welcome! 

Info:  (626)  442-3701  or  (714)  898-6364 
Web:  www.aiccsocal.org 


February  19th  - 21st,  1999 
Knife  Expo  '99 

Presented  by  the  Southern  California  Blades  Knife  Collectors  Club 
Pasadena  Center 
Conference  Building 
300  E.  Green  St. 

Pasadena,  Ca 

Hours:  Fri  noon  - 7pm,  Sat  10am  - 6pm,  Sun  10am  - 5pm 
Info:  (310)  530-8412 


February  19th  - 21st,  1999 
Scottsdale  Indian  Artists  of  America  Show 
Chauncey  Events  Center 
18402  N.  Scottsdale  Rd . 

Scottsdale,  AZ 

Hours:  Sat  10am-7pm,  Sun  10am-5pm 

Admission  $8 

Info:  (520)  398-2226 


February  20th  - 21st,  1999 
15th  Annual  Marin  Show  & Sale 
Marin  Civic  Center 
San  Rafel,  Ca 

Hours:  Sat,  11am  - 7pm  Sun,  11am  - 5pm 

$7.00  per  person 

Hwy  101  to  San  Pedro 

East  on  San  Pedro 

Info:  (415)  472-3500 


February  20th,  1999 
"Fight  Night"  Boxing 

Main  event:  luan  Manuel  Marques  v.  lose  Delesus  "11 
Spotlight  29  Casino 


Garcia 


Indio,  CA 

Tickets:  (800)  841-6666 


February  20th,  1999 

Live  Music  - An  Evening  with  Native  Blues 

Wells  Fargo  Western  Serenade 

Wells  Fargo  Theater 

Autry  Museum  of  Western  Heritage 

4700  Western  Heritage  Way 

Los  Angeles,  Ca 

8pm  Start  time 

Admission  $5  members,  $7  non-members 
Info:  (323)  667-2000 


February  21st,  1999 

Panel  Discussion  - Native  Americans  In  Film 

Wells  Fargo  Theater 

Autry  Museum  of  Western  Heritage 

4700  Western  Heritage  Way 

Los  Angeles,  Ca 

2pm  Start  time 

Admission  $4  members,  $5  non-members 
Info:  (323)  667-2000 


February  22nd  - 23rd,  1999 
Minority  Business  Opportunity  Day 
Los  Angeles  Convention  Center 
Los  Angeles,  Ca 
Info:  (213)  380-7114 


February  25th  - March  7th,  1999 
Urban  Tatto 

A play  about  the  shocking  journey  of  a 
Native  woman:  from  the  country  to  the  city. 

Autry  Museum  of  Western  Heritage  Wells  Fargo  Theater 

Griffith  Park 

Across  from  the  LA  Zoo 

Los  Angeles,  Ca 

Where  the  5 and  134  freeways  meet 
Tickets:  $15  general,  $12  students  and  seniors 
$10  groups  of  12  or  more 
Tickets:  (800)  tickets 


February  26th,  1999 

Chubby  Checker  in  Concert 

Spotlight  29  Casino 

8pm  tickets  are  $15,  $20,  and  $25 

Tickets:  (800)  841-6666 


February  27th  - 28th,  1999 
American  Indian  & Western  Arts  Show 
Alameda  County  Fairgrounds 
Pleasanton,  CA 
Admission:  $5.00 

Hours:  Sat  11am  - 7pm,  11am  - 5pm 
Info:  (415)  892-8370 


February  27th  - 28th,  1999 
1st  Annual  Freedom  Pow  Wow 
Shelby  State  Community  College 
Verties  Sails  Building 
737  Union  Ave. 

Memphis,  TN 

Info:  (931)  729-2678 

Gary  Fuller  <garyf@ocbtp . com> 


http : //www . ocbtp . com/ powwow/index . html 


"RE ; Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Feb  1999  09:22:12  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  February  15-26,  1999 
MON  - 2/15:  Music  Maker:  Litefoot: 

The  hip  hoppin ' , movie  makin'  Cherokee  from  Oklahoma  joins  us  once  again  as 
our  Music  Maker  of  the  Month.  He  will  talk  about  his  new  musical  release  as 
well  as  his  upcoming  movie  projects.  As  always,  we  will  play  some  of 
Litefoot ' s latest  mixes  and  give  you  an  opportunity  to  rap  with  one  of 
Indian  Country's  most  popular  entertainers . 

TUE  - 2/16:  Indian  Civil  Rights  Movement: 

Did  you  know  that  Native  America  was  way  ahead  of  our  time  in  advocating 
civil  rights?  That's  right,  there  were  Native  organizers  who  pre-dated  the 
popular  movements  of  the  50s  & 60s.  Elizabeth  Peratrovich  was  one.  The 
famous  Tlingit/Haida  woman  of  Alaska  fought  for  equality  of  her  people 
during  the  1940s.  But  with  so  many  attacks  on  Native  sovereignty  have  we 
really  achieved  equality?  Guests  include  Neddie  Peratrovich  of  the 
Tlingit/Haida  Civil  Rights  Commission. 

WED  - 2/17:  The  Dead  Zones  & America's  Waterways: 

There  are  weird  viruses  and  microorganisms  spawning  in  America's  waters.  And 
according  to  recent  studies,  where  there  are  no  new  exotic  life  forms 
emerging,  the  waters  are  becoming  wastelands.  Take  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for 
example.  How  serious  and  widespread  is  the  threat  to  our  oceans  and 
waterways?  And  how  do  we  protect  and  restore  them?  Guests  include  Boyce 
Thorne-Miller  of  SEAWEB. 

THU  - 2/18:  Buffalo  Soldiers: 

Soon  after  the  Civil  War,  the  U.S.  Cavalry  recruited  and  trained  a group  of 
black  men  and  sent  them  westward  for  duty  in  the  Indian  War.  Some  historians 
refer  to  these  Indian  fighters  as  heroic,  while  some  tribal  members  refer  to 
them  as  traitors  and  villains.  What  was  the  true  history  between  the  Buffalo 
Soldiers  and  Native  America?  Guests  include  George  Carter  of  the  Buffalo 
Soldier  Society  of  New  Mexico. 

FRI  - 2/19:  WELNESS  EDITION:  Traditional  Remedies: 

Before  Western  Medicine  reached  Native  people,  we  had  our  own  ways  of  taking 
care  of  our  illnesses.  What  were  they?  We'll  discover  the  various 
traditional  remedies  on  this  Wellness  Edition. 

MON  - 2/22:  TBA:  (Tribes  vs.  Tobacco  Companies  rescheduled  for  March) 

TUE  - 2/23:  Open  Lines  w/Kevin  Gover: 

Being  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  without  a doubt  one  of 
the  toughest  jobs  in  Indian  Country.  Ask  any  former  BIA  boss.  But  someone 
has  to  do  it  and  that  someone  is  Pawnee  tribal  member  and  attorney  Kevin 
Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  loin  us  as  we  field  your 
questions  and  concerns  about  the  Bureau. 

WED  - 2/24:  Book-of -the-Month : The  Trickster  and  the  Troll: 

This  is  a tale  about  Iktomi,  the  trickster  figure  from  Lakota  legend,  and 
Troll,  the  familiar  character  from  Norse  mythology.  Author  Virginia  Driving 
Hawk  Sneve  joins  us  to  talk  about  how  these  two  characters  meet  and  discover 
that  their  lives  maintain  very  similar  circumstances  in  regards  to  cultural 
survival . 

THU-  2/25:  Guatemala  Update: 

The  small  Latin  American  country  of  Guatemala  holds  one  of  the  world's  most 
horrific  human  rights  records  of  this  century.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Mayan  Indians  have  been  killed  by  the  Government  in  an  effort  to  force  the 
people  off  their  resource-rich  lands.  How  has  this  country  progressed  since 
the  Peace  Accords  were  signed  earlier  this  decade?  Guests  include  Rigoberta 
Menchu,  the  Guatemalan  Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient  and  human  rights  organizer. 
FRI  - 2/26:  Wellness  Edition:  Eye  Diseases/Blindness 


What  are  the  diseases  that  affect  our  eyes?  Can  they  cause  blindness?  loin 
Sharon  McConnell  for  the  next  Wellness  Edition  as  we  find  out  how  to  take 
care  of  our  eyes. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287,airos@unlinfo. uni .edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Len  Anderson,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  nac@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  great  Indian  Radio  via  Real  Audio 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org/audio.html 
Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  far  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 

the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 

John  Trudell,  1998 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Janet  Smith, 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  Wolfsong,  Jean  A.  Harper,  Bobby  Castillo,  Justanoldman, 
Jeanine  R Pinkney,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Robert  Dorman, 
Jeffrey  V.  Lazarus/Native  Americas,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Martha  E.  Ture,  Moonlight, 
Debra  Sanders,  Jeffrey  M.  Wilson,  Glenn  Gehring,  Mary  Dougherty 
Wade  Wofford  via  John  Wm  Sloniker,  J.C.  High  Eagle  via  Whitehawk, 

Nokwisa  Yona,  Barbara  Landis,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Apr  24  01:58:35  2001 
Date:  Tue,  23  Feb  1999  17:21:53  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.009 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk'vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd,  Flawaii  Nation  Info 
Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native, soc. rights. human; 
Native  Americas  3ournal/Akwe : kon  Press 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 
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To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 


because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"The  air  is  precious  to  the  Red  Man,  for  all  things  share  the  same 
breath... the  beasts,  the  trees,  the  man." 

Chief  Seattle,  Dwamish 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


[ Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Date:  2/17/99  7:40:12  AM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  tione@totcon.com  (tione)  to  Shining  Spirit's  list 

On  Monday  Feb  15th  Dortch  Short,  Eastern  Creek  Elder  and  caretaker  of  the 
Comanche  National  Indian  Cemetery  passed  away.  He  made  his  home  in  Cameron 
Tx  and  was  a father  and  grandfather.  He  volunteered  many  hours  clearing, 
cutting  and  maintaining  this  sacred  place.  He  also  sat  on  the  council  for 
the  Leon  River  Medicine  Wheel  Council  of  Elders. 

He  was  a veteran,  as  well. 

Dortch  Short  was  70  years  old. 

He  will  be  deeply  missed. 

Shiloh  and  Peg 


A great  number  of  elders,  these  precious  wisdom  keepers,  are  being  called 
to  their  Spirit  Dourney.  Maybe  we  just  hear  of  it  more  now,  but  it  seems 
more  are  going  home  than  I can  ever  remember,  and  I don't  believe  it  is 
"coincidence"  that  this  is  happening  just  as  many  prophesies  are  being 
fulfilled. 


Nor  do  I believe  it  is  "mere  coincidence"  prophesies  are  being  fulfilled 


at  a time  when  so  much  the  dominant  society  does  flies  in  the  face  of 
natural  law. 


I do  not  pretend  to  be  an  elder  or  understand  what  I see,  but  I feel  in 
my  heart  it  is  time  to  share  that  which  I see. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Sub j : URGENT-OGLALA 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Oglala,  South  Dakota-Pine  Ridge  Reservation... 

Roslyn  Dumping  Bull  is  sending  a plea  to  all  people  who  can  help  burn 
victims  from  a house  fire  near  her  home.  They  are  family  members  of  hers. 
The  home  of  the  Star  family  burned  to  the  ground.  The  father  was  sent  to 
a burn  center  in  Denver,  Colorado  with  third  degree  burns  and  the  family 
needs  blankets,  all  cooking  utensils,  any  furniture. . .anything  you  can 
part  with  or  supply.  They  lost  everything. Mother  and  children  are  in  safe 
condition  but  seek  your  support. 

PLEASE  ship  items  to: 

Roslyn  Dumping  Bull, 

Box  #207 

Oglala,  South  Dakota  57764 
Call  her  at  605-867-2231 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation  will  give  a tax-deduction 
receipt  if  you  provide  us  with  an  itemized  receipt  for  any  items 
purchased.  Thank  you  for  your  support.  Please  help  in  any  way  you  can. 
LPCF,  Inc. 

Attn:  Shannon  M.  Collins 
P.O.  Box  681 
Rimrock,  AZ  86335 
520-567-6523 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Thanks  to  George  Phillips  for  a new  language  in  the  banner.  Un  Chota 
meaning  (the)  People  Speak  in  the  Susquehannic  dialect  of  Seneca. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30097,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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— "RE:  Walt  Bnesette  Funeral" 

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  11:14:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Walt  Bresette  funeral  release 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  Immediate  Release 
February  21,  1999 

WALT  BRESETTE  PASSES  ON 

"He  was  like  the  north  star,"  a friend  says,  " He  held  up  the  sky  over 
northern  Wisconsin  and  the  people  followed  him." 

Walt  Bresette,  an  Anishinabe  peace  and  justice  advocate  died  this 
morning  Feb.  21  from  a heart  attack  while  he  was  visiting  some  friends 
in  Duluth.  A member  of  the  Loon  Clan,  the  51-year-old  Red  Cliff 
Chippewa  defended  treaty  rights  and  fought  to  prevent  metallic  sulfide 
mining,  and  to  prevent  acid  from  a mining  operation  being  shipped 
across  northern  Wisconsin. 

Bresette  was  a US  Army  veteran.  He  was  a co-founder  of  the  Witness  for 
Nonviolence,  Midwest  Treaty  Network,  Anishinaabe  Niijii,  Lake  Superior 
Greens,  Wisconsin  Greens,  and  was  an  inspiration  to  many  others. 

He  was  an  elegant  speaker  and  writer.  Walt  Bresette  along  with  Rick  Whaley 
wrote  "Walleye  Warriors:  An  Effective  Alliance  Against  Racism  and  for  the 
Earth"  The  book  tells  the  story  about  the  interracial  alliance  that  rose 
up  in  the  1980s  at  Wisconsin  boat  landings  to  protect  Chippewa 
spearfishing,  sovereignty,  the  land,  and  the  water. 

Walter  and  his  wife  Cass  Hoy  ran  a native  crafts  and  art  business  the 
Buffalo  Bay  Trading  Company  on  the  Red  Cliff  Chippewa  Reservation  until  a 
few  years  ago.  Their  children  are  Claudia,  Katie,  and  Robin. 

At  a meeting  in  Tampa,  Florida  during  the  1980s,  Walt  received  a 
special  gift.  The  gift  came  from  an  alert  and  agile  old  woman.  It  was 
the  war  club  belonging  to  the  Sauk  leader  Black  Hawk  who  more  than  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  fought  the  US  Army  trying  to  move  him  and 
his  people  from  their  homeland. 

Walt  Bresette  carried  Black  Hawk's  war  club  to  the  ceremonies,  to  the  boat 
landings,  to  the  mining  protests,  and  to  the  schools  and  churches  until 
his  death  Sunday  morning. 

Sandy  Lyon 

water@spacestar.net 

715-766-2725 


Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  09:28:19  -0600 
From:  Zoltan  Grossman  <mtn@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Walt  Bresette  funeral  change 

There  has  been  a change  in  the  plans  for  Walt  Bresette' s funeral  at  Red 
Cliff.  The  wake  has  been  changed  from  Tuesday  to  Wednesday;  the  funeral 
from  Wednesday  to  Thursday. 

THE  WAKE  WILL  BE  **WEDNESDAY** 

at  7 pm  at  the  Elder  Center.  Take  Hwy.  13  north  from  Bayfield.  Across 
from  the  casino,  take  a gentle  right  onto  Blueberry  Road.  Go  about  a mile 
to  Butterfield  Road  (the  2nd  road),  take  a right  and  go  a couple  of  blocks. 

THE  FUNERAL  WILL  BE  **THURSDAY** 

at  the  Catholic  Church  in  Red  Cliff.  From  Blueberry  Road  take  a hard  right 
after  50  feet;  a right  on  Church  Corner  Road,  and  go  up  the  slight  incline. 
THE  TIME  HAS  NOT  YET  BEEN  SET,  but  will  be  set  later  this  morning.  (We 
wanted  to  immediately  get  out  the  change  in  days  so  people  could  ask  for 
time  off  work.) 


We  will  NOT  send  out  a new  e-mail  with  the  time.  Plan  for  a late  morning 


funeral.  Later  today  (Monday)  you  can  call  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network 
Hotline  toll-free  at  800-445-8615,  or  log  on 
http : //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty/ content . html 
The  time  will  be  posted  there. 

PLEASE  GET  THE  WORD  OUT  TO  PEOPLE  YOU  HAVE  CONTACTED  WHO  DO  NOT  HAVE  E-MAIL 

Walt's  family  is  also  lighting  a fire  at  his  home,  about  one  mile  north  of 
Red  Cliff  on  Highway  13.  We  have  received  many  condolences  from  many  of  the 
groups  and  individuals  that  Walt  has  inspired  across  North  America. 

"RE : Passing  of  an  Elder"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  13:22:04  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : Passing  of  Elder 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

In  Memory 

Bob  Brown  1931-1999 

Bob  was  my  first  sign  language  instructor.  I also  took  several  of  his 
courses  in  behaviors  as  communication  with  non-verbal  individuals.  Bobby 
was  born  in  Nebraska  on  a farm.  When  the  family's  farm  failed,  they  moved 
west  where  Bobby  was  institutionalized  in  the  Fairview  Facility  in  Oregon 
when  his  parents  divorced.  He  was  diagnosed  as  Severely  Mentally  Retarded 
- origin  unknown.  Bob's  mother  was  an  alcoholic,  who  drank  throughout  her 
pregnancy. 

In  the  early  1980 's  the  state  of  Oregon  downsized  the  very  expensive 
Fairview  Facility,  and  residents  were  moved  into  grouphomes  throughout  the 
state  of  Oregon,  where  he  became  my  first  instructor  in  American  Sign 
language.  He  taught  me  every  word  in  his  limited  sign  capacity.  Bob  was 
very  expressive,  and  "much  to  say."  Although  he  talked  as  a child,  he  lost 
his  verbal  skills  while  institutionalized. 

At  the  age  of  59  Bob  was  employed  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  with  the 
Living  Opportunities  program.  Bob  worked  very  hard,  and  he  was  proud  of 
every  paycheck  he  earned,  and  he  paid  a portion  of  his  own  rent  in  the 
structured  living  grouphome. 

Bob  loved  horses.  And  Bob  loved  socializing  with  other  people.  He  would 
walk  right  up  and  shake  their  hands  and  sign  "My  name  is  Bob."  After 
introducing  himself,  he  would  wave  and  walk  on.  On  his  passing,  there 
were  many  community  people  who  looked  at  his  picture  in  the  paper,  and 
said,  "Oh,  I know  him.  He  was  the  guy  who  always  waved." 

I am  truly  honored  to  have  shared  a portion  of  his  earthwalk,  and  I am 
thankful  for  his  instruction  in  non-verbal  communication. 

Bob  passed  away  last  week  at  home  in  Ashland,  Oregon,  of  a progressive  form 
of  leukemia,  that  was  not  diagnosed  until  January  of  this  year. 

Feather  S.  EagleRock,  BS,BA 

A Pregnant  Mother  Never  Drinks  Alone 

"RE;  Buffalo  Walk  Report"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Feb  1999  11:08:30  -0800 
From:  "Joe"  < joe@pyramidcom . com> 

Sub j : <no  subject> 

Group  marches  to  protect  America's  bison 

Wednesday,  February  17,  1999 

By  Indian  Country  Today,  Rapid  City,  S.D. 

Copyright  1999,  Indian  Country  Today,  Rapid  City,  S.D. 

Knight  Ridder/Tribune  Business  News,  All  Rights  Reserved 

Elders,  men,  women  and  children  braved  the  elements  as  they  began  a 507- 


mile  trek  from  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  to  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  Montana. 

They  hope  to  end  senseless  slaughter  of  the  last  wild  buffalo  herd. 

A ceremonial  bundle  and  several  traditional  staffs  adorned  with  bear 
hide,  leather  and  eagle  feathers,  were  carried  at  the  front  of  a line  of 
walkers  and  riders  who  began  a three-week  journey  to  the  last  largest 
wildlife  refuge  in  the  world.  People  from  across  the  country  and  Canada 
joined  the  spiritual  walk,  "Tatanka  Oyate  Mani  --  They  walk  for  the 
Buffalo  People"  Feb.  7 to  seek  protection  for  the  buffalo  herd  and  to 
educate  those  who  are  ignorant  about  buffalo. 

Five  Hunkpapa  from  the  Standing  Rock  reservation,  four  students  with 
their  supervisor.  Faith  Taken  Alive,  participated  in  the  walk.  One  student 
Tonie  Eagle  Shield,  17,  from  Bear  Soldier  District,  said  thought  it  would 
be  a good  experience.  "The  buffalo,  to  me,  is  really  sacred,  they're 
sacred  to  our  people." 

Eagle  Shield  plans  to  use  the  knowledge  she  gains  from  the  walk  and  to 
teach  it  to  her  children  and  grandchildren . Joseph  Chasing  Florse,  Sicangu 
Lakota,  said  the  purpose  of  the  walk  is  to  create  utmost  awareness  of  the 
last  "free"  roaming  buffalo  through  traditional  and  spiritual  teachings 
combined  with  star  knowledge  and  earth  science.  Fie  said  the  walk  also 
represents  the  Lakota  ancestors.  "This  is  nothing  new.  Our  ancestors  have 
done  this  for  thousands  of  years. 

"We're  reawakening  that  spirit  for  our  young  people  to  remember  by. 

We're  creating  something  in  our  time  that  our  children  and  grandchildren 
can  remember  and  be  linked  to  our  culture  and  the  way  it  once  was.  This 
spiritual  walk,  which  will  begin  a year  of  ceremonies  of  the  Redman's 
atonement  --  to  enter  into  the  next  millennium  --  atonement  for  jealousy, 
alcohol,  drugs  and  all  of  those  things  that  have  led  us  away  from  the  ways 
of  our  ancestors. 

"Our  ancestors  migrated  with  the  great  buffalo  herd.  Together,  they 
circled  the  Black  Flills,  going  to  each  sacred  site.  "Knowledge  will  be 
passed  on  through  traditional  oral  instruction  regarding  ceremonies, 
stories,  singing,  dancing  and  walking  through  these  ancient  culturally 
related  geographical  areas  of  which  we  are  so  much  a part  through  our 
culture  and  the  migratory  journeys  of  the  buffalo  people. 

"According  to  the  1851  treaty,  Yellowstone  is  the  western  boundary  of 
our  hunting  ceremonial  grounds.  Today  there  are  less  than  a thousand 
buffalo  left  at  Yellowstone." 

Nearly  1,069  buffalo  were  slaughtered  in  1996  because  it  was  thought 
they  were  carriers  of  brucellosis,  a disease  that  can  cause  cows  to  abort. 
Shooting  the  animals  was  authorized  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock 
To  date,  brucellosis  has  not  been  scientifically  proven  to  be  transmitted 
to  cattle  by  buffalo,  according  to  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Sicangu  Lakota. 
Little  Thunder  was  one  of  many  arrested  in  1996  for  protesting  the 
slaughter.  She  said  she  watched,  with  tears  in  her  eyes  and  a prayer  on 
her  lips,  as  men  with  high-powered  rifles  shot  the  buffalo. 

For  her,  this  walk  represents  the  importance  of  ending  the  senseless 
killings  and  educating  young  and  old  of  the  buffalo  nation's  significance 
in  the  world. 

Chasing  Florse  also  expressed  grave  concerns,  saying  the  slaughter 
depletes  the  herd  and  one  day  it  could  result  in  extinction.  "The  buffalo 
helped  us  once  --  that's  why  the  Indian  people  are  still  here.  They  say 
long  ago  we  almost  starved,  but  the  buffalo  came  and  gave  of  himself  so 
our  people  lived. 

"Now  we  have  to  do  the  same  for  him,  the  buffalo,  because  now  his  future 
and  his  life  is  at  stake.  We're  only  returning  a favor  that  the  buffalo 
people  gave  to  us  back  in  the  beginning  of  time. 

"The  buffalo  are  not  only  important  to  the  Indigenous  cultures. 
Scientifically,  if  you  look  at  it,  we  have  all  the  evidence  that  the 
buffalo  are  important  to  the  natural  eco-system.  They  play  an  important 
role  in  the  natural  cycle  of  the  world.  Without  them,  the  whole  world  is 
going  to  be  unbalanced. 

"Maybe  we  won't  see  that  for  a course  of  several  generations,  but  surely 
our  children  are  going  to  pay  the  consequences  for  that.  " 

"It's  historical  fact,  evidence  of  the  past,  that  the  U.S.  government 
slaughtered  millions  of  buffalo  to  subjugate  Indian  people.  Ours  is  not  to 


dwell  on  injustices  of  the  past,  but  to  build  a future  for  our  people  and 
our  children.  That's  our  focus."  Twenty-two  riders  from  Montana  joined  the 
group  at  the  South  Dakota-Montana  state  line.  Others  will  join  the  walk  as 
it  proceeds  to  its  destination. 

"There  will  be  many  of  us  when  we  get  to  Yellowstone.  People  from  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.,  have  started  and  will  meet  us  there.  People  from  the  Nez 
Perce  in  Idaho  are  also  walking  and  riding.  They  too,  will  join  us," 
Chasing  Horse  said.  "People  from  all  across  the  country  will  be  joining 
the  walk.  This  is  good." 

The  entourage  will  complete  the  walk  Feb.  27  at  Yellowstone  National 
Park.  Gary  Silk,  Hunkpapa  Lakota,  the  outfield  cultural  coordinator,  is 
scheduling  a cross-cultural  workshop  with  park  service  employees. 

Doe  Cerrell 

Pyramid  Communications 

206-625-6939 

Fax  206-625-0652 

"RE : Buffalo  Walk  Schedule"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Feb  1999  11:51:41  -0800 
From:  IMBURGIA  <imburgia@WHIDBEY. COM> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Walk  Schedule ...  loin  anytime! 

Your  support  can  take  whatever  form  you  feel  moved  to  offer.  Your  presence 
would  be  the  most  welcome,  but  if  that  is  not  possible,  prayers  and 
assistance  with  necessary  provisions  would  make  this  Journey  easier.  In 
addition  to  seeking  Spiritual  protection  for  the  buffalo,  the  wisdom  of 
tribal  voices  must  be  strengthened.  If  you  can  join  us  at  the  final 
destination;  Gardiner,  MT,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  offer  your 
comments  to  the  public,  on  behalf  of  your  tribe,  on  behalf  of  the  buffalo. 
Deep  concern  has  been  expressed  by  many  people,  from  many  places  and  we 
hope  that  this  Journey  will  give  people  some  way  to  act  on  their  concern. 
Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  information  on  to  others. 


Agenda 

Feb.  6 Gathering  at  Oyate  Center,  Rapid  City  4:00  p.m. 

Feb.  7 Leave  Lakota  Homes/Paha  Sapa  Daybreak  Arrive  Bear  Butte,  SD 

Feb.  8 Leave  Bear  Butte  SD  Arrive  Belle  Fouche,  SD 

Feb.  9 Leave  Belle  Fouche  Arrive  Alzada,  Mt.  apx.  30  miles 

Feb.  10  Leave  Alzada  Mt  Arrive  Hammond/Boyes,  Mt.  28  miles 

Feb.  11  Leave  Hammond/Boyes,  Mt.  Arrive  Broadus,  Mt.  20  miles 

Feb.  12  Leave  Broadus,  Mt.  Arrive  Ashland,  Mt.  41  miles 

Feb.  13  Rest  day 

Feb.  14  Leave  Ashland  Mt.  Arrive  Lamedeer  Mt.  41  miles 
Feb.  15  Leave  Lamedeer  Mt.  Arrive  Busby  Mt.  16  miles 
Feb.  16  Leave  Busby  Mt.  Arrive  Crow  Agency,  Mt.  25  miles 
Feb.  17  Rest  day 

Feb.  18  Leave  Crow  Agency,  Mt.  Arrive  St.  Xavier,  Mt.  32  miles 
Feb.  19  Leave  St.  Xavier,  Mt.  Arrive  Pryor,  Mt.  41  miles 
Feb.  20  Leave  Pryor  Mt.  Arrive  Laurel  Mt.  35  miles 
Feb.  21  Rest  day 

Feb.  22  Leave  Laurel,  Mt.  Arrive  Columbus  Mt.  25  miles 
Feb.  23  Leave  Columbus,  Mt.  Arrive  Big  Timber,  Mt.  41  miles 
Feb.  24  Leave  Big  Timber,  Mt.  Arrive  Livingston,  Mt.  43  miles 
Feb.  25  Rest  day 

Feb.  26  Leave  Livingston,  Mt.  Arrive  Emigrant  Mt.  22  miles 
Feb.  27  Leave  Emigrant,  Mt.  Arrive  Gardiner,  Mt.  32  miles 

"RE;  Buffalo  Walk  Diary"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Feb  1999  11:54:55  -0800 
From:  brooke@wolfsongs.com 
Sub j : Buffalo  Walk  Diary 


Yesterday,  heading  directly  into  those  winds  with  the  snow  blowing  so 


hard  it  was  a whiteout  and  I couldn't  see  very  far  ahead  of  me,  I thought 
of  Chief  Joseph  leading  his  people  out  towards  freedom  in  Canada  and  I 
knew  just  how  they  felt.  THAT  for  me,  was  a intensely  personal  experience. 

We  all  may  be  poor. . .having  to  share  bologna  for  sandwiches ...  eating  only 
once  or  if  we're  lucky  having  rolls  in  the  morning. .. certainly  no  regular 
food.... but  the  one  thing  everyone  has  is  courage ...  and  that  feeds  the 
spirit  more  than  anything. 

The  horses  are  losing  weight  too we  don't  have  alot  of  feed  and 

certainly  no  fresh  hay  to  feed  them,  but  their  little  hearts  are  full  of 
courage  as  well... and  they  push  on  forward  into  the  winds. 

As  joe  said... this  is  the  first  time  since  Crazy  horse  was  killed  that 
the  people  have  walked  and  ridden  like  this  across  ancient  trails  so  old 
that  no  one  knows  their  origin ...  along  the  migratory  paths  of  the  buffalo. 

Next  Day 

evening. . . 

We're  in  Ashland  Mt  with  the  cheyenne,  who  are  hosting  us.  There's  a sweat 
tonight. . .These  Cheyenne  start  with  80  stones  and  there  is  NO  door...:) 
Separates  the  turkeys  from  the  eagles  real  quick!  *grin* 

I rode  8 miles ...  found  muscles  i didn't  know  existed ...  Steve  preserved  the 
whole  thing  on  video  cause  as  he  said ..  "nobody  is  going  to  believe 
this" ...  grin . Also  got  knocked  down  by  one  of  the  horses  who  objected  to 
his  foot  being  doctored  and  hit  on  my  knee.  Good  thing  I have  alot  of 
padding. .*smiles*. 

We're  all  great.  Cheyenne  runners  come  in  the  morning  to  start 
running. .. probably  100  miles.  Lame  Deer  Mt.  is  tomorrow. . .its  twenty  miles 
from  here. 

Everyone  is  so  wonderful  to  us.  The  small  townspeople  smile  and  are 
friendly  and  seem  to  understand  why  we're  doing  this. 

Spirit  is  strong. .. Everyone  who  is  taking  turns  carrying  the  bundle 
remarks  on  how  much  stronger  it  feels.  It  is  full  of  prayers  from  everyone 
here  and  from  all  of  you  out  there. 

I am  getting  E mail  from  strangers  around  the  world,  encouraging 
us... praying  and  urging  us  on  forward. 

Bill  Kurtis  just  E mailed  me  that  he'll  be  in  Gardiner  on  the  27  and  28. 

One  person  came  with  only  one  pair  of  tennis  shoes.... He  showed  me  and 
they  had  holes  in  the  bottom.  That  is  not  determining  him  at  all... As  soon 
as  we  can  find  a store  that  sells  tennis  shoes  we'll  get  him  a pair,  but 
his  act  of  faith  touched  me.  I know  that  walking  in  the  snow  and  on  the 
ice  with  holes  in  his  shoes  has  to  be  painful ...  but  he  never  complains. 

One  man  with  us  is  asthmatic ...  has  to  bring  his  medicine  and  a breathing 
apparatus  with  him... but  he's  always  with  us  and  never  complains. 

So  many  people  are  here. . .sacrificing. .. .people  of  all  colors.  I thought 
last  night  as  i was  riding  on  that  wind  swept  plain... that  in  a time  like 
this,  no  one  even  bothers  to  ask  anyones  tribal  bloodline ...  No  one  even 
thinks  of  the  color  of  anyone's  skin... It  simply  doesn't  matter.  Each  of 
us  is  connected  together  in  Spirit  sacrificing  what  little  we  have  to 
give,  as  much  as  the  brother  or  sister  walking  beside  us. 

Acts  of  kindnesses  move  me... sharing  a donut ...  encouraging  someone's  child 
and  praising  them. .. .giving  your  spare  blanket  to  someone  who  is 
cold. . .giving  your  gloves  to  someone  riding  a horse. .. .getting  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  to  cover  someone's  child  who  is  cold.... 

This  is  more  than  words  can  express. . .This  is  a time  in  history  when 
people  from  many  nations  put  aside  tribal  differences,  put  aside 
egos... and  simply  walk  or  ride... as  one  people... one  heart ...  singing  their 
tribal  songs ....  singing  on  the  drum ...  playing  the  flute  at  night. . .giving 
what  we  can. 

It  is  a moment,  for  me  at  least,  that  I will  always  remember .. .when  one  of 
the  Lakota  men  (we  ride  in  pairs)  was  ahead  of  me  on  his  horse  and  me  on 
mine... and  he  was  worried  if  I was  ok... He  was  respectful  enough  not  to 
make  it  noticeable  when  he  turned  to  see  if  I was  ok... and  instead  made  it 
appear  that  he  was  checking  his  cinch.  It  was  concern  from  a man  named 
Andy.... a Lakota  you  may  never  meet... but  that  act  of  kindness  as  we 
carried  the  staff  and  I the  bundle,  galloping  together  as  the  sun  set  last 
night,  that  made  me  realize  why  I am  so  thankful  to  be  here.... The 
respect, the  honor  that  we  all  have  for  one  another  is  something  that  the 


world  should  see  and  take  a lesson  from. . . . strangers,  who  are  bonding  as  a 
family  circle. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  news  picked  up  the  news  about  us  today ...  Faye,  e mailed 
me  the  story  and  if  I can  get  steve  to  decode  the  file  I'll  upload  to  you 
in  a few  moments. 

But  I wanted  you... to  let  the  world  know. . .that  we  are  moving  towards  the 
Buffalo. . .that  they  know  we  are  coming.  To  some  people  that  might  sound 
very  strange. ...  but  to  each  of  you,  I know  that  you  know  what  I speak  of. 

We  walk  in  trust... and  in  faith.... and  I am  so  proud  of  every  single  one 
of  my  brothers ...  and  of  each  of  you  for  your  support. 

"This  is  our  road  of  life  and  when  we  come  to  know  the  ways  of  the  Spirit, 
we  have  a responsibility  to  live  that  way  and  the  young  people  who  go  down 
the  road  of  drugs  and  alcohol  are  going  down  the  road  to  nowhere,  so  we 
need  to  pray  for  them  as  we  walk.  Brother ... .will  you  say  a prayer?" 

(The  other  person  began  singing  a pipe  song) 

Conversation  between  two  who  are  walking  for  the  People.... 

"RE : I Am  A Buffalo"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Feb  1999  18:18:01  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : I Am  A Buffalo 

Forwarded  message  

I Am  A Buffalo 

I have  been  here  long  before  the  two  legged.  We  the  Buffalo  have  given 
our  lives  to  our  Indian  Brothers,  they  killed  us  with  honor  and  prayer. 

We  gave  ourselves  willingly,  for  this  was  the  way. 

Then  came  the  Europeans;  when  they  saw  our  beautiful  lands,  creed  grew 
inside  their  hearts.  We  could  not  fight  so  many.  So,  began  our  deaths,  we 
were  killed  for  our  tongues  and  hides,  killed  to  destroy  the  Indian  People. 
We  had  never  done  anything  to  these  two  legged,  yet  seeing  how  they  treated 
each  other;  we  had  very  little  hope  for  our  own  survival. 

We  provided  food,  clothing,  tools  and  shelter.  Not  only  for  our  Indian 
relatives,  but  for  anyone  who  needed  life,  we  ask  for  nothing  in  return. 

It  was  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  who  taught  my  Brothers  our  purpose. 

Now  our  fate  is  in  your  hands.  I ask  those  of  you  in  Washington,  why  must 
you  control  everything  ? We  only  want  to  feed  our  bellies  with  grass,  and 
add  to  the  balance  of  our  mother  the  earth.  Lines  have  been  drawn  that  we 
can  not  see,  you  call  them  boundaries.  We  must  die  because  we  listen  to  the 
voice  inside  us  you  call  nature. 

I am  afraid  for  you  my  brothers,  for  now  our  deaths  serve  no  purpose,  no 
honor,  they  spill  our  blood  and  there  is  no  prayers.  I ask  what  kind  of 
men  are  these?  What  are  they  afraid  of  ? I am  afraid  for  the  future,  not 
just  our  own,  but  all  of  mankind. 

Pray  for  us  my  Brothers,  for  we  are  now  few.  When  you  look  into  our  eyes, 
do  you  see  yourselves  there  ? Keep  us  in  your  hearts  for  they  beat  as 
one,  I know  you  feel  our  spirits.  Together  we  die,  for  WE  are  the  Buffalo. 

By  Irvin  Blackie 

"RE;  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Legislation"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Feb  1999  18:29:50  -0700 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Yellowstone  Buffalo  Legislation 


Greetings!  Fellow  Montanans  and  Tribal  Friends  who  have  traditional  rights 
in  Yellowstone  (Blackfeet,  Sioux,  Salish,  Kootenai,  Crow, Shoshone, 
Gros-ventre,  Nez  Perce,  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Lakota,  Bannock,  etc). 

Good  news  today! 

Our  bill  on  buffalo  management  was  introduced  into  the  Montana  State 
House.  It  was  referred  to  the  Agriculture  committee.  We  don't  have  a 
date  on  the  hearing  yet,  but  I suspect  that  it  might  be  next  week.  I'll 


let  everyone  know  as  soon  as  possible.  You  can  view  the  bill,  HB  643,  at 
http : //161 .7.127. 14/bills/billhtml/HB0643 . htm 

<FYI...  All  the  Montana  legislative  info  is  at  www.mt.gov> 

If  you  could  please  take  a moment  to  look  over  the  Legislation  regarding 
the  buffalo  and  make  your  opinions  heard,  it  would  be  most  appreciated. 

The  bill  has  four  main  points: 

1)  Transfer  primary  management  of  buffalo  from  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks;  (putting 
biologists  not  cattle  folks  in  charge  of  wildlife) 

2)  Mandate  that  Montana  follow  APFUS'  definition  of  low-risk  buffalo,  and 
honor  the  30-60  grace  period  on  public  lands;  (Federal  regulations  have 
deemed  it  unnecessary  to  kill  bulls,  calves  and  non-pregnant  females  who 
cannot  even  transmit  the  disease) 

3)  Prevent  the  state  from  selling,  and/or  profiting  from,  the  sale  of  live 
or  slaughtered  buffalo;  (In  1997,  the  slaughter  of  almost  1200  buffalo 
brought  the  State  of  Montana's  Dept  of  Livestock  coffers  a profit  of  almost 
200  grand ! ) 

4)  Directs  the  MT  FWP  to  conduct  a study  of  the  carrying  capacity  for 
buffalo  on  public  lands  surrounding  the  Park,  and  to  develop  a management 
plan--in  conjunction  with  tribal  interests- -to  manage  the  herd  for  that 
population,  (transferring  buffalo  to  tribal  interests  makes  alot  more  sense 
than  wanton  slaughter) 

While  there  may  have  been  more  that  we  could  do,  we  attempted  to  keep  the 
bill  as  simple  and  straightforward  as  possible,  in  order  to  improve  our 
chances  of  getting  the  bill  through  committee  and  onto  the  floor  of  the 
House . 

Please  contact  the  members  of  the  House  Agriculture  committee  to  urge 
their  support  of  HB  643  and  establish  some  sound  buffalo  management 
guidelines . 

(Every  fax,  letter,  call  or  email  can  help  make  a difference!) 

Members  of  the  House  Ag  Committee: 

Doe  Barnett;  Chair;  Belgrade,  (R) 
lohn  L Holden;  Vice  Chair;  Valier;  (R) 

Paul  Clark;  Member;  Trout  Creek;  (D) 

Rick  Dale;  Member;  WhiteHall;  (R) 

Bill  Eggers;  Member;  Crow  Agency;  (D) 

Kathleen  Galvin-Halcro;  Member;  Great  Falls  (D) 

Mary  Anne  Guggenheim;  Member;  Helena;  (D) 

Donald  L Hedges;  Member;  Antelope;  (R) 

Verdell  Dackson;  Member;  Kalispell;  (R) 

Rick  lore;  Member;  Ronan;  (R) 

Monica  Lindeen;  Member;  Huntley;  (D) 

Gay  Ann  Masolo;  Member;  Townsend;  (R) 

Sam  Rose;  Member;  Choteau;  (R) 

Brennan  Ryan;  Member;  Stockett;  (D) 

Frank  Smith;  Member;  Poplar;  (D) 

Bob  Story;  Member;  Park  City;  (R) 

Bill  Thomas;  Member;  Hobson;  (R) 

Ralph  Lenhart;  Vice  Chair;  Glendive;  (D) 

Cliff  Trexler;  Member;  Hamilton;  (R) 

Darrel  Adams;  Member;  Columbia  Falls;  (R) 

loyce  Bankhead;  Secretary 

Todd  Everts;  Legislative  Branch  Staffer 

To  CONTACT: 

By  phone:  Call  406-444-4800  and  you  can  leave  a message  for  up  to  two 
legislators.  Be  sure  to  keep  your  message  concise  and  refer  specifically 
to  HB  643. 

Fax:  1-900-225-1600;  Address  it  to  the  Representative 

By  e-mail:  E-mail  house@state.mt.us,  be  sure  to  put  the  Senator's  name  in 
the  subject  line. 


By  mail:  Send  letters  of  support  to  Representative  , Capitol  Station, 

Helena,  MT  59620. 

Feel  free  to  drop  me  a note  with  any  questions... 

Sue 


Our  web  pages  are  full  of  great  info;  please  share  the  URL  with  friends  and 

others  who  care.  . . . 

http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

we  have  posted  a video  clip  of  last  years  haze  and  the  DOL's  violation  of 
Bald  Eagle  habitat  at  our  web  site.  Please  stop  by  and  see  it! 
f this  has  been  passed  on  to  you  via  a friend  or  a list,  please  subscribe 
to  mailto: stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies . org 

to  receive  the  most  current  news  from  the  field  as  well  as  other  pertinent 
Yellowstone  buffalo  info  (3-4  updates  per  month)! 

"RE:  Amsterdam  Demonstration  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Wednesday  17  February  1999  06:49:42 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Stichting  Netherlands  <frits@bnc.nl> 

Sub  j : Febr.  6th  demonstration  for  Leonard  Peltier 

By  Bruce  Gurwitz 

On  February  6,  1999,  I was  able  to  participate  in  an  event  for 
Leonard  Peltier  in  Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands.  There  was  a crowd 
of  approximately  80  people  who  gathered  to  march  through  the  streets 
of  Amsterdam  to  bring  awareness,  to  the  Dutch  people,  about  the 
continued  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier,  A Native  American  Political 
Prisoner . 

Although  I had  been  interviewed  by  2 different  Dutch  newspapers  prior 
to  the  Saturday  event  there  was  no  news  coverage  in  the  press.  In  all 
fairness,  the  death  of  King  Hussein  was  perhaps  more  newsworthy,  or 
urgent,  but  not  as  much  a tragedy  as  the  sorrow  injustice  brings  to  all  of 
us,  daily.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  turnout  was  enough  to  show  me  that 
Leonard  is  thought  of  by  many  people  from  many  different  lands. 

The  march  through  Amsterdam,  which  occurred  after  a half  hour 
preliminary  rally  at  Amsterdam  Central  Station,  was  led  by  two  mounted 
police  officers  who  escorted  us  through  the  city.  While  weaving  our  way 
through  the  city,  we  drew  much  attention  as  we  passed  by  spectators,  on  our 
way  to  the  American  Consulate.  At  that  point.  Frits  Terpstra  and  I addressed 
the  crowd.  I would  say  that  Frits  Terpstra  spoke  eloquently,  but  I don't 
speak  Dutch;  therefore  I am  not  positive.  ;-) 

My  message  to  the  crowd  was  simple.  It  was,  again,  a plea  for  help  from 
these  people,  our  comrades  who  support  our  efforts  in  the  United  States, 
compassionately,  to  write  to  their  representatives,  and  also.  President 
Clinton,  demanding  that  justice  be  served  in  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
not  only  for  our  sakes,  but  for  theirs  as  well,  also  asking  that  they 
attempt  to  pass  the  news  along  about  Leonard  as  often  as  they  can.  To 
live  in  a world  in  which  law  and  justice  can  be  so  completely  manipulated 
and  trampled  upon,  effects  all  human  beings  of  conscience.  I expressed 
that  in  the  presence  of  the  forthcoming  realization  of  a European  Union, 
the  world  is  getting  more  and  more  closely  connected.  What  effects  one, 
effects  all ! ! ! 

I gave  a brief  overview  of  Leonards  case,  including  an  update  on  his 
health,  and  how  unfairly  treated  he  has  been,  for  TWENTY-THREE  (23)  years, 
in  the  american  criminal  injustice  system,  although  it  probably  wasn't 
necessary.  It  sometimes  seems  that  Leonard  Peltier  is  more  well  known  in 
Europe  than  he  is  in  the  United  States.  This  must  be  addressed,  again,  I 
believe. 

Following  the  march,  we  reassembled  at  the  Cinema  de  Balie,  in  Amsterdam, 
for  a viewing  of  Incident  at  Oglala.  There  were  about  25  people  who  joined 
us  for  the  documentary,  followed  by  a brief,  question  and  answer  period. 

It  was  gratifying  to  see  the  support  that  Leonard  has  in  the  Netherlands. 
His  supporters  are  truly  appalled  at  the  United  States'  lack  of  justice  and 
fair  play. 

To  be  able  to  march  beside  them,  through  Amsterdam,  on  a cold  winters  day. 


for  more  than  5 miles,  brought  back  to  me  the  importance  of  continuing  the 
struggle.  No  matter  how  hard  the  road  seems  to  be,  we  are  never  alone  in 
this,  or  any  other  struggle  of  conscience.  I would  personally  like  to 
thank  all  of  our  friends  in  the  Netherlands  for  their  kindness  and 
solidarity. 

A few  people  deserve  much  thanks  and  appreciation  for  making  this  event 
happen.  Of  course,  there  is  Frits  Terpstra,  (Leonard  Peltier  Foundation, 
Groningen,  The  Netherlands)  who  is  now  and  shall  always  be,  a friend,  a 
brother,  a confidant,  and  a compassionate  advocate  for  Leonard  Peltier's 
release,  specifically,  but  for  his  humanity,  in  general.  It  would  be  an 
oversight  not  to  mention  also,  Sjaniek  Schaap,  whose  intelligence,  heart 
and  sensitivity  define  her  as  a human  being.  Fler  work  can  be  seen  in  the 
subtlety  and  grace  that  she  adds  to  Frits,  and  her  depth  as  a person  does 
not  go  unnoticed.  Thank  you  both  for  your  kindness. 

Flowever,  this  event  would  not  have  occurred  without  the  persistence  and 
positiveness  of  Lennert  van  Oorschot,  and  his  father,  Wouter  van  Oorschot. 
Lennert  is  a young,  energetic  newcomer  who  cares.  He  called  Frits  to  ask  how 
he  could  go  about  making  a march  happen  in  Amsterdam.  He  was  responsible  for 
all  of  the  planning  and  for  gaining  his  fathers  interest  in  Leonard  Peltier. 
His  father,  Wouter,  a publisher  in  Amsterdam  and  a very  wonderful  human 
being,  (as  I came  to  find)  was  responsible  for  issuing  the  Press  release 
for  the  event.  They  both  care  about  justice.  They  both  care,  period,  and  I 
wish  to  Thank  them  for  their  efforts  in  making  the  march  through  Amsterdam  a 
success . 

(Bruce  Gurwitz  is  the  founder  and  treasurer  of  the  Council  for  Native 
American  Solidarity,  a non-profit  Native,  Human  and  Civil  rights 
organization  located  in  Winthrop,  MA.  He  was  there  by  invitation  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Foundation,  Gronigen,NL. ) 

"RE : Livestock  Impoundments"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Feb  1999  13:40:43  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS;  Phones  not  in  service 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  posted  by-- 
Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  and 

Co-Chair  of  the  NGO  Human  Rights  Caucus  at  the  United  Nations  Commission  on 
Sustainable  Development 

PRESS  RELEASE:  LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS 
For  further  information  please  contact: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (520)  673-3461  or  (508)  540-8980 
February  16,  1999 

Big  Mountain,  AZ:  The  US  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs  (BIA)  launched  a 
massive  campaign  of  livestock  confiscation  targeting  the  elderly  Dineh 
families  who  reside  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  created  by  the  1974 
Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  Act.  This  area,  larger  than  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island,  is  the  poorest  region  of  the  US,  with  an  annual  per  capita  income 
lower  than  many  third  world  countries.  The  elderly  people  rely  upon  their 
livestock  for  their  survival,  living  a traditional  subsistence  lifestyle 
on  lands  their  families  have  inhabited  for  hundreds  of  years. 

The  BIA  ended  a self-imposed  two-year  moratorium  on  livestock 
confiscation  in  Danuary  by  mailing  notices  to  all  owners  of  livestock 
without  valid  permits,  with  impoundments  scheduled  to  begin  on  February  15, 
1999.  People  who  have  not  signed  the  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  are  not 
eligible  for  permits.  People  who  signed  leases  received  allocations  far 
below  the  number  needed  for  survival.  The  BIA  claims  that  their  sole 
purpose  is  to  protect  deteriorating  range  conditions.  The  people  claim 
that  the  source  of  the  problem  is  BIA  range  management  policies  that 
outlawed  their  traditional  practice  of  using  separate  summer/winter 
camps  that  had  enabled  them  to  sustain  herd  sizes  4-10  times  larger 


prior  to  BIA  intervention.  Furthermore,  when  government  policies  disturb 
a traditional  culture  that  has  been  self-sustaining  for  hundreds  of 
years,  genocide  should  not  be  considered  as  an  acceptable  mechanism  to 
correct  the  problems  resulting  from  those  policies. 

While  the  BIA  claims  that  the  range  management  is  an  independent  issue, 
the  targets  of  the  impoundment  campaign  are  the  same  people  threatened 
by  other  policies  resulting  from  the  1974  Relocation  Act.  Over  12,000 
people  have  already  been  forcibly  relocated  from  the  region,  and  many 
government  policies  have  been  designed  with  the  purpose  of  making  life 
impossible  for  those  remaining  on  their  land.  The  people  have  been 
subject  to  a freeze  on  housing  improvements  for  30  years  that  has  made 
it  illegal  even  to  fix  a broken  window.  The  government  routinely 
confiscates  their  firewood  in  winter,  and  the  people  have  been  stripped 
of  their  civil  rights. 

The  people  threatened  by  the  planned  BIA  livestock  confiscation  are 
all  elderly  people  who  have  no  means  of  survival  other  than  their 
traditional  herding.  Zonnie  Whitehair,  the  owner  of  the  largest  herd  in 
the  area,  is  faced  with  the  confiscation  of  her  entire  herd  of  200 
sheep.  Her  husband,  Oscar,  died  in  December,  and  if  her  herd  is  taken, 
she  has  said  that  she  will  soon  follow.  Roberta  Blackgoat,  like  many 
other  grandmothers,  faces  the  possible  confiscation  of  her  entire  herd. 

In  addition  to  losing  their  primary  food  source,  the  grandmothers  lose 
their  source  of  wool  to  weave  rugs  that  provide  their  only  source  of 
funds  for  other  provisions.  As  she  has  stated  in  reference  to  the  BIA 
policy,  "This  is  not  range  management  - it  is  murder". 


After  posting  contact  numbers  relating  to  the  Big  Mountain  livestock 
impoundment  issue,  I received  some  messages  stating  that  the  phone  numbers 
don't  work.  Here  is  one  such  message.  Since  there  is  no  legal 
justification  for  what  the  BIA  and  Hopi  rangers  are  doing,  I guess  the 
appropriate  officials  have  gone  into  hiding  (from  angry  accusations) ! 

--Bob  Dorman 


Date:  Wed,  17  Feb  1999  12:54:17  -0600 

To:  "Phil's  List"  <konstan@flash . net>,  Bob  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 
From:  Gerry  Davidson  <rodel@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Re:  Big  Mountain  - (Phones  not  in  service}  see  note  below, 

Harold . 

At  04:33  PM  2/15/99  -0000,  you  wrote: 

<snip> 

Phil  and  Bob: 

Dust  made  my  phone  calls  again  about  12:30  PM  today  and  interesting!!,  now 
all  three  numbers,  Carolin,  Nordwall  and  Chavez  are  out.  The  operator  tells 
me  that  he  has  no  listing  for  them.  VERY  INTERESTING.  I had  planned  to  be 
very  professional  but,  wanted  to  notify  each  that  an  associate  of  mine  had 
ask  me  to  discuss  what  really  the  problem  was  at  Big  Mountain.  I did  give 
my  name  and  state  I was  calling  from  to  the  female  who  answered  the  phone 
at  Carolin 's  office  and  also  yesterday  to  the  man  who  answered  from  Carolin 
office  that  I would  call  back  today.  I was  told  that  Carolin  would  in  his 
office  about  8:00  AM  this  morning. 

Regards : 

Harold 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

— "RE:  Elderly  Navajo  Faced  with  Starvation"  


Date:  Sat,  20  Feb  1999  13:35:17  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Press  Release 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  has  gone  out  to  major  newsmedia,  including  AP  and  other  wire  services. 
Perhaps  some  of  you  can  send  this  to  your  local  newspapers  and 
radio/tv/cable  stations  and  be  sure  to  follow  up  with  a phone  call.  Also 
this  release  can  be  sent  to  your  congresspersons  and  follow  up,  again,  with 
a phone  call. 

From:  Carol  Halberstadt  <carol@migrations . com> 

Hi  Bob, 

Below  is  the  press  release  sent  today  via  PRNewswire  to  every  newspaper  in 
the  U.S.  with  a circulation  of  25,000  and  over,  to  international  newswires, 
and  all  major  radio  and  television  stations  in  the  U.S. 

I hope  the  country  and  the  world  are  listening... 

SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION 

P.O.Box  1968  Kaibeto,  AZ  86053  DINETAH29@aol.com 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

ELDERLY  NAVA30  INDIANS  THREATENED  WITH  STARVATION 
SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION  FACES  LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS  ON  BLACK  MESA 
February  18,  1999 
Big  Mountain,  Arizona 

The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs  (BIA)  has  launched  a massive  campaign 
of  livestock  confiscation  targeting  the  elderly  Dineh  (Navajo)  families 
who  reside  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  created  by  the  1974  Navajo-Hopi 
Settlement  Act.  This  area,  larger  than  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  is  the 
poorest  region  of  the  U.S.,  with  an  annual  per  capita  income  lower  than  in 
many  Third  World  countries.  The  elderly  people  rely  upon  their  livestock 
for  survival,  living  a traditional  subsistence  lifestyle  on  lands  their 
families  have  inhabited  for  hundreds  of  years. 

The  BIA  ended  a self-imposed  two-year  moratorium  on  livestock 
confiscation  in  Danuary  by  mailing  notices  to  all  owners  of  livestock 
without  valid  permits,  with  impoundments  scheduled  to  begin  on  Feb.  15, 

1999.  People  who  have  not  signed  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  are  not  eligible 
for  permits.  Many  who  signed  leases  received  allocations  far  below  the 
number  needed  for  survival.  The  BIA  claims  their  sole  purpose  is  to  protect 
deteriorating  range  conditions.  The  people  claim  that  the  problem  is  BIA 
range  management  policies  outlawing  their  traditional  use  of  separate 
summer/winter  camps,  which  sustained  herds  4-10  times  larger  prior  to  BIA 
intervention.  This  current  BIA  livestock  impoundment  continues  25  years  of 
abuse  and  harassment  aimed  at  expelling  the  people  of  Black  Mesa  from  their 
homeland . 

While  the  BIA  claims  that  range  management  is  an  independent  issue,  the 
targets  of  the  impoundment  campaign  are  the  same  people  threatened  by  other 
policies  resulting  from  the  1974  Relocation  Act.  Over  12,000  people  have 
already  been  forcibly  expelled  from  their  homes,  and  many  government 
policies  have  been  designed  to  drive  out  those  remaining  on  their  land.  For 
30  years,  the  people  have  been  subject  to  a freeze  on  housing  improvements 
that  has  made  it  illegal  even  to  fix  a broken  window.  The  government 
routinely  confiscates  their  firewood  in  winter,  and  the  people  have  been 
stripped  of  their  civil  rights. 

It  is  imperative  that  these  people  be  protected  by  the  same  rights 
afforded  to  all  Americans  and  that  the  world  know  what  is  happening  here. 

The  people  threatened  by  the  planned  BIA  livestock  confiscation  are  all 
elderly  people  who  have  no  means  of  survival  other  than  their  traditional 
herding.  Zonnie  Whitehair,  the  owner  of  the  largest  herd  in  the  area,  is 
faced  with  the  confiscation  of  her  entire  flock  of  200  sheep.  Her  husband, 
Oscar,  died  in  December,  and  if  her  herd  is  taken,  she  has  said  that  she 
will  soon  follow.  Roberta  Blackgoat,  like  many  other  grandmothers,  faces 
the  possible  confiscation  of  her  entire  herd.  In  addition  to  losing  their 


primary  food  source,  the  grandmothers  would  lose  their  source  of  wool  to 
weave  rugs  that  provide  their  only  funds  for  survival.  As  she  has  stated  in 
reference  to  the  BIA  policy,  "This  is  not  range  management--it  is  murder." 
CONTACT:  Carol  Snyder  Halberstadt  Tel:  617-332-0290 

email:  : carol@migrations . com 

email:  dinetah29@aol.com  Web:  http://www.migrations.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : What  Could  a Sovereign  Hawaii  Look  Like"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Feb  1999  16:27:10  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : "What  Could  a Sovereign  Hawaii  Look  Like?" 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

"What  Could  a Sovereign  Hawaii  Look  Like?" 

The  Nation-Within-A-Nation  Model: 

The  Relationship  of  Indians  and  the  American  Government 

Dr.  Richard  Bordner 

Geo logy/Anthropo logy 

Chaminade  University  of  Honolulu 

15  minute  presentation  given  on  12/12/98  with  additional  information 
prepared  for  forum  sponsored  by  Ahapua'a  Action  Alliance,  American  Friends 
Service  Committee-Hawaii,  Center  for  Hawaiian  Studies  and  Pacific  Families 
Network.  Forum  entitled: 

I would  like  to  begin  by  clearing  up  some  possible  misunderstandings 
about  the  relationship  that  Indians  have  with  the  U.S.: 

1.  The  first  is  that  there  is  no  consistent  and  unified  relationship  that 
is  consistent  between  all  Indian  populations  and  the  U.S.  It  has  evolved 
over  time  based  on  changing  attitudes  and  conditions.  The  only  consistent 
pattern  is  that  the  U.S.  has  always  been  in  the  drivers  seat, controlling 
and  determining  the  relationship. 

2.  As  most  of  you  are  undoubtedly  aware  the  second  point  is  that  there  is 
a huge  gap  between  what  is  in  writing  (the  treaties)  and  what  has  actually 
taken  place.  The  loss  of  huge  tracts  of  land,  forced  dispossession, forced 
breaking  up  of  families...  the  list  goes  on.  Over  200  treaties  were  broken. 
Many  tribes  ended  up  with  3-4  sequential  treaties,  almost  all  broken  by  the 
U.S.  and  then  renegotiated  at  less  favorable  terms  to  the  indians. 

3.  The  third  point  is  the  actual  formal  definition  of  the  tribal 
relationship  with  the  U.S.  Indian  tribes  are  considered  to  be  "domestic 
dependent  nations".  This  puts  them  in  a very  different  position  vis-a-vis 
the  U.S.  government  than  the  Monarchy  of  Hawaii,  as  there  was  no  (or  very 
little)  formal  acknowledgement  of  Indian  sovereignty  by  foreign  powers.  The 
major  relationship  was  always  between  the  Indians  and  the  U.S.  The  Hawaiian 
Monarchy  was  a formally  recognized  member  of  the  body  of  independent 
nations  with  full  international  diplomatic  status. 

4.  The  fourth  point  is  that  Tribal  relationships  have  never  been  cleared 
up.  A typical  description  of  the  relationship  between  Indians  and  the  U.S. 
is  the  description  given  by  Pres.  Bush  in  1991:  Tribes  are... 
"quasi-sovereign  domestic  dependent  nations...  government-to-government 
relationship  is  the  result  of  sovereign  and  independent  tribal  government 
being  incorporated  into  the  fabric  of  our  Nation." 

5.  Tribal  status  does  not  remove  any  relationship  with  State-level 


governments.  Laws  still  apply  (felony  etc.)  and  recent  Supreme  Court 
decisions  have  increased  the  level  of  State  influence  in  Indian  Country 
(the  term  given  to  tribal  lands). 

Rather  than  going  into  depth  about  the  Indian  situation,  which  I am  sure 
most  of  you  are  very  familiar  with,  I thought  that  I should  just  note  those 
areas  which  would  have  implications  for  Hawaiian  groups  interested  in 
pursuing  a similar  model.  I think  the  key  factor  is  power  and 
decision  making.  Tribal  groups  deal  mainly  with  the  Federal  Government, 
mainly  through  the  BIA.  Other  Federal  agencies  have  a number  of  programs 
and  links  to  Tribal  lands, but  the  major  relationship  is  with  the  BIA.  In 
the  past  this  has  been  a very  one  sided  and  frequently  brutal  relationship 
of  heavy  handed  control.  Changes  in  the  past  30  years  have  made  for  a very 
different  relationship, but  this  is  still  at  the  whim  of  Congress  rather 
than  controlled  by  Indians. 

In  fact  this  is  probably  the  most  important  point  for  Hawaiian  leaders — 
Indians  are  controlled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S.  The  Supreme  Court 
has  defined  Indian  rights,  the  Supreme  Court  is  the  group  that  radically 
changed  the  role  and  autonomy  of  tribal  governments  and  access  to  Indian 
Country,  and  the  Supreme  Court  has  defined  what  the  relationship  is  between 
the  Indian  and  the  U.S.  But  recent  decisions  make  it  very  clear  that  this 
can  also  change.  What  the  Supreme  Court  has  given,  the  Supreme  Court  can 
take  away.  A conservative  Court  could  move  180  degrees  away  from  the 
changes  of  the  past  thirty  years.  As  Indians  are  able  to  make  Tribal  lands 
economically  attractive  and  Indian  nations  self-sufficient,  pressures  on 
the  Supreme  Court  , especially  by  State  governments  and  majority 
constituencies  to  put  greater  limits  on  what  Indian  Country  and  Indian 
nations  will  build.  It  seems  very  likely  given  Court  decisions  that  Indians 
may  soon  have  greater  limitations  placed  on  their  ability  to  decide  their 
own  futures.  The  Supreme  Court  is  appointed,  not  elected.  It  wields 
incredible  power  which  can  only  petition  but  not  control.  The  second  point 
is  that  Indian  nations  are  under  the  review  and  control  of  the  Congress  of 
the  U.S.  Yet  they  have  no  formal  representation  in  this  body, which  reflects 
instead  the  various  States  that  make  up  the  U.S.  So  the  body  that  decides 
the  fate  of  Indians  is  made  up  of  representatives  of  the  political  units 
that  have  the  most  to  gain  by  the  loss  independence  of  Indian  nations. 

This  brings  us  to  the  third  point  for  Hawaiian  leaders:  that 
nation-within-a-nation  status  does  not  remove  the  close  ties  between  Indian 
Country  and  surrounding  State  governments.  When  Indians  were  poor  and  at 
the  bottom.  States  frequently  mis  appropriated  both  funds  and  lands.  Now 
that  many  Indian  nations  are  becoming  successful  these  same  states  have 
become  very  vocal  about  limiting  Indian  rights  and  economic  opportunities. 
Given  the  political  structure  in  the  U.S.  the  States  wield  tremendous 
influence  both  directly  (senators  and  representatives)  and  indirectly 
(voting  constituencies).  States  that  fall  on  hard  times  economically  at  the 
same  time  resident  Indians  are  doing  well  are  not  happy  campers--they 
conveniently  ignore  history  and  complain  about  the  current  state  of  affairs 
as  if  its  unfair  that  Indians  can  be  successful.  This  has  become  the  major 
problem  for  many  Indian  nations--  relationship  with  States.  The  huge 
majority  of  cases  going  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  limit  Indian  rights  are 
generated  by  States,  and  this  trend  will  only  grow. 

I feel  that  I should  stop  at  this  point  and  just  wait  for  questions  to 
let  me  know  how  I can  help  with  any  further  information.  But  the  moderator 
has  asked  me  to  provide  an  example  of  successful  Indian  nations--one  that 
comes  to  mind  is  the  Warm  Springs  Reservation.  A disaster  in  the  early  70s 
with  statistics  that  were  worse  than  norm,  it  has  been  turned  around  by 
aggressive  leadership  firmly  based  on  one  major  principle--Indians  have  to 
get  out  of  the  BIA  dole.  They  focused  on  providing  good  jobs  and  a stable 
economic  climate  for  the  tribe  and  reservation, based  on  a number  of 
successful  operations  including  logging, resort  development  and  tourism. 

While  BIA  money  was  used  to  start  up  businesses,  they  have  become  self 
supporting  and  at  present  the  amount  of  aid  received  from  the  federal 
government  has  dropped  dramatically.  At  the  same  time  self  respect  has  shot 
up,the  large  majority  of  children  are  graduating  from  high  school, 
alcoholism  (though  still  a problem)  is  down,  infant  mortality  down, life 
span  increasing- -in  other  words  the  entire  depressing  shopping  list  has 


been  tunned  around.  So  it  can  be  done,but  all  the  examples  show  that 
successful  social  change  only  comes  with  economic  independence. 

A question  was  asked  about  the  make-up  of  Indian  Country  in  terms  of 
political  control.  This  is  defined  by  the  U.S.  Congress:  a tribe  must  be 
represented  by  a single  government,  elected  by  the  members,  with  a tribal 
constitution  approved  by  the  U.S.  congress.  The  Tribal  government  will  have 
control  of  most  internal  matters  that  do  not  conflict  with  issues  of  the 
U.S.  as  a nation,  nor  deprive  individuals  of  basic  rights  under  the 
Constitution  (this  section  is  still  very  unclear, with  conflicting  decisions 
by  the  Supreme  Court).  Congress  has  the  right  to  remove  and  replace  a 
tribal  government  if  it  feels  that  it  is  not  acting  in  the  best  interest  of 
its  members  or  of  the  U.S.  in  general. 

Tribal  autonomy  is  limited  INTERNAL  autonomy,  not  sovereignty  in  the 
traditional  sense. 


[ Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  j 

t info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Medicine  Lake  Tribal  Lands  Threatened"  

Date:  Sun,  24  lan  1999  20:13:16  -0500 

From:  "Native  Americas  Journal"  <bfw2@cornell . edu> 

Sub j : Medicine  Lake  Tribal  Lands  Threatened 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas, published  by  the  Akwe:kon 
Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information 

on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples 
throughout  the  hemisphere  visit  our  website  at 
http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu. 

Geothermal  Facilities  Threaten  Medicine  Lake  Tribal  Lands 
By  Lydia  Fernandez 

A plan  to  open  two  geothermal  energy  plants  on  either  side  of  Medicine 
Lake  in  California  is  drawing  opposition  from  local  tribes,  the  Modoc,  Pit 
River  and  Shasta,  who  claim  that  the  facilities  would  not  only  ruin 
ceremonial  and  hunting  lands,  but  produce  dangerous  toxic  wastes  and 
destroy  the  environment. 

"It's  one  of  the  few  places  we  can  still  go  to  and  use  that  is  sacred," 
said  Betty  Hall  (Shasta). 

The  Medicine  Lake  highlands  of  Mount  Shasta  serve  as  hunting  and  meeting 
grounds  for  the  three  neighboring  tribes.  The  area,  home  of  a dormant 
volcano,  is  historically  significant  because.  Hall  said,  it  is  the  site  of 
a massacre  of  Shasta  Indians  in  the  mid-1800s  after  the  tribe  had  signed  a 
peace  treaty. 

In  October,  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
issued  a final  environmental  impact  statement  on  one  of  the  projects-the 
Fourmile  Hill  site-that  evaluated  the  proposals.  The  report  stated  that 
there  would  be  severe  and  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  on  the  sacred  lands 
of  these  tribes,  and  that  there  was  no  means  to  mitigate  those  impacts. 

Opponents  contend  that  the  Forest  Service  had  not  evaluated  the  area  for 
eligibility  under  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  the  American 
Indian  Freedom  of  Religion  Act,  the  Executive  Orders  on  Sacred  Sites  and 
Environmental  Justice  or  Federal  Trust  Responsibility  to  the  Tribes. 

"It's  just  being  pushed  aside,"  Hall  said. 

Geothermal  plants  such  as  these  proposed  by  CalPine,  a California 
utility  company,  produce  energy  by  using  the  extreme  heat  and  steam 
produced  deep  below  the  Earth's  surface.  The  companies  drill  into  the 
Earth  to  release  the  heat  and  steam,  which  then  power  generators  to 


produce  electricity. 

Although  the  Fourmile  Hill  plant  would  be  able  to  produce  about  50 
megawatts  of  what  has  been  called  "green  energy/'  the  facilities  would 
require  extensive  clear-cutting  in  order  to  run  300-megawatt  transmission 
lines  out  of  Fourmile  Hill.  There  are  also  indications  the  state  has 
interests  in  drilling  beneath  Medicine  Lake  to  tap  additional  energy. 

The  outcome  of  the  environmental  impact  process  remains  to  be  seen. 
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The  federal  government  once  had  a clear  idea  about  American  Indian 
education . 

"A  teacher's  first  work  should  be  to  put  her  schoolroom  in  as  nearly  as 
perfect  condition  as  possible,"  said  the  1901  edition  of  the  "Course  of 
Study  for  the  Indian  Schools  of  the  United  States." 

"At  least  once  each  session  doors  and  windows  should  be  opened  for 
ventilation,  if  pupils  are  present;  (every  individual  needs  98  cubic  feet 
of  air  in  each  direction)  ...  as  fresh  air  is  the  great  natural 
disinfectant,  antiseptic,  and  purifier." 

This  week  President  Clinton  suggested  another  kind  of  fresh  air  for 
reservation  classrooms  - investing  real  money. 

The  administration's  budget  proposes  a significant  increase  in  funding 
for  schools  from  kindergartens  to  tribal  colleges,  and  almost  doubles  the 
amount  of  money  available  for  school  repairs. 

I've  been  in  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  schools  where  student  safety  is  a 
top  concern  - not  only  because  of  all-too-typical  juvenile  violence,  but 
because  the  buildings  are  falling  down.  When  I asked  educators  about 
repairs,  they  laughed. 

It's  usually  not  news  when  the  federal  government  proposes  spending 
taxpayer  funds  - even  on  innovative  programs.  But  this  is  different.  There 
hasn't  been  adequate  money  in  Indian  education  since  the  late-1970s  when 
Jimmy  Carter  was  president.  This  proposal  means  the  government  again  wants 
to  invest  in  people,  not  just  manage  budget  deficits. 

"The  whole  goal  is  to  upgrade  the  entire  Indian  education  system,"  Lynn 
Cutler,  deputy  assistant  to  the  president  for  Intergovernmental  affairs, 
said  in  a telephone  call. 

Consider  just  one  item  in  the  budget  proposal:  teacher  training. 

The  administration's  budget  proposes  recruiting  and  training  1,000  new 
teachers  for  BIA  schools  and  other  public  schools  in  areas  with  a high 
population  of  American  Indians  and  Alaskan  Natives. 

"Man,  that's  outstanding,"  said  Leon  Strom,  superintendent  of  Taholah 
School  District,  on  the  Quinault  Reservation  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  "It 
makes  so  much  sense." 

Indian  teachers  make  an  easier  connection  with  Indian  students  because 
they  have  no  need  to  translate  cultural  differences,  and  they  offer  a 
tangible  role  model  for  success,  demonstrating  to  students,  "You  can  do 
this,  too." 

In  the  Taholah  School  District,  almost  all  of  the  students  are  American 


Indians  - mostly  Quinault.  But  fewer  than  half  of  the  faculty  is  American 
Indian . 

Taholah,  like  a lot  of  reservation  school  districts,  employs  a few  local 
tribal  members  as  teacher  aides  - folks  who  might  consider  teaching  if 
they  could  afford,  as  adults,  to  pay  for  college. 

The  president's  initiative  is  exactly  what  we  need  to  get  older  students 
into  colleges  of  education,  said  Michael  Pavel,  a Skokomish  tribal  member 
and  an  associate  professor  in  the  college  of  education  at  Washington  State 
University. 

What's  neat  about  this  initiative  is  the  money  could  follow  students 
instead  of  institutions.  A would-be  teacher  could  start  training  at 
Northwest  Indian  Community  College  - where  costs  are  low  - and  then  finish 
at  a university. 

"We've  been  ready  for  moments  like  this  for  some  time,"  Pavel  said. 

Of  course,  all  this  good  news  is  still  just  a proposal.  Congress  can 
spend  taxpayer  money  any  way  it  sees  fit  - and  rebuilding  the  Indian 
education  system  might  not  be  deemed  a priority. 

"It's  tough  to  get  positive  things  done,"  the  White  House's  Cutler  said. 
"It'll  take  a lot  of  work  to  get  this  passed." 

A hundred  years  ago  the  government  wanted  Indian  schools  with  plenty  of 
fresh  air  to  keep  students  stimulated.  Perhaps,  as  we  enter  a new  century, 
another  kind  of  fresh  air  will  invigorate  minds,  putting  reservation 
classrooms  in  as  nearly  perfect  condition  as  possible. 

Mark  N.  Trahant's  phone  message  number  is  206-464-8517. 
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Chiapas,  Mexico:  Religious  Crusade/Government  Charade 
By  Susan  Rinderle 

The  Crusades  recalls  the  period  during  the  Middle  Ages  when  armies  waged 
religious  war  for  gold  and  glory  as  much  as  for  God,  when  nations  invaded 
each  other  for  idealistic  and  individualistic  tenets.  Centuries  later, 
religious  battles  still  rage  in  places  like  Belfast  and  the  West  Bank-and, 
some  say,  in  the  southern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  But  other  claim  this 
so-called  crusade  is  actually  an  exaggerated  government  charade,  similar 
to  the  ancient  holy  wars  only  in  its  sack-and-pillage,  divide-and-conquer 
politics . 

On  3an.  1,  1994,  the  day  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  went 
into  effect,  armed  indigenous  Maya  overtook  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  a 
large  colonial  city  in  the  heart  of  indigenous  Chiapas,  protesting 
government  apathy  in  fighting  the  poverty  and  injustice  that  Mayan 
communities  face  daily.  Thus  began  the  conflict  between  the  ruling-party 
government  of  the  PRI  (Partido  Revolucionario  Institucional)  and  the  EZLN 


(Ejurcito  Zapatista  de  Liberacion  Nacional)  rebels,  named  for  Mexican 
Revolution  leader  Emiliano  Zapata,  and  sometimes  supported  politically  by 
the  leftist  PRD  (Partido  de  la  Revolucion  Democratica) , one  of  the  PRI's 
two  main  opposition  parties.  For  four  years,  this  undeclared  war  has  been 
the  object  of  intense  international  scrutiny  and  debate,  a major  issue  in 
domestic  Mexican  politics  and  a source  of  much  human  pain. 

In  Chiapas,  this  pain  did  not  begin  in  1994.  Centuries  of  political, 
physical,  economic  and  spiritual  domination  by  a pantheon  of  players  has 
left  Chiapas  in  a terrible  predicament.  One  of  the  largest  states  in 
Mexico,  it  ranks  eighth  in  population  with  3.6  million  inhabitants  (1997). 
According  to  1990  census  data,  22  percent  of  those  inhabitants  speak  an 
indigenous  language,  the  second  highest  rate  nationwide.  Of  those,  nearly 
a third,  or  a full  7 percent  of  the  state's  population,  speak  only  their 
indigenous  language  and  no  Spanish,  the  largest  percentage  of  any  Mexican 
state.  Chiapas  also  has  the  lowest  school  attendance  rate  and  highest 
illiteracy  rate,  at  30  percent  of  those  over  15,  with  only  23  percent 
possessing  post-elementary  school  education. 

While  the  people  are  uneducated,  poor,  culturally  isolated  and  living 
primarily  in  small  rural  communities  with  little  or  no  infrastructure, 
Chiapas  is  one  of  the  Mexican  states  most  abundant  in  natural  resources, 
with  profitable  agro-industry  and  ranching,  the  richest  aquifer  resources 
nationwide,  and  major  government  investment  in  raw  material.  Ironically, 
the  state  and  its  inhabitants,  historically  displaced  and  robbed  of  their 
lands,  have  long  supported  wealth  in  other  regions,  while  frustrating 
officials  and  the  academics  who  feel  the  indigenous  agrarian  way  of  life 
impedes  modernization  and  progress. 

Chiapas  is  also  unique  in  its  religious  demographics.  Last  year,  67.6 
percent  of  the  state's  inhabitants  identified  themselves  as  Catholics, 
compared  to  89.7  percent  nationally.  The  percentage  that  claim  to  be 
Protestant  or  evangelical  is  the  highest  in  Mexico.  Lately  religious 
affiliation  has  graduated  from  being  just  another  demographic  affected  by 
the  conflict  in  Chiapas  to  become  a cause. 

Many  chiapanecos  deny  there  is  a religious  crusade.  Religious  expression 
can  be  merely  symptomatic  of  deeper  antagonism.  But  the  religious  tinge  to 
the  Chiapan  conflict  is  emphasized  by  some  scapegoating  officials  as 
dialogue  with  the  EZLN  stagnates  and  fingers  point  following  the  massacre 
of  45  men,  women  and  children  in  the  town  of  Acteal  on  Dec.  22,  1997. 

Nevertheless,  religious  rancor  exists,  with  two  main  groups  of  players: 
parish  Catholics  loyal  to  the  diocese  and  a variety  of  evangelical 
Protestant  groups.  Other  participants  include  a group  of  dissident 
Catholics  and  the  "traditionalist"  Catholics  who  practice  a syncretism  of 
Catholicism  with  ancient  indigenous  beliefs  tied  to  the  land  and  cycle  of 
life.  Acteal  is  a case  study  in  confusion  and  political  posturing.  Some 
say  the  massacre  was  the  revenge  of  Protestant  Presbyterians  on 
politically  neutral  diocese  Catholics  for  allegedly  killing  some  of  their 
own.  Others  say  a religiously  mixed  group  took  revenge  on  PRD/zapatista 
supporters  for  killing  dissenters.  Many  say  it  was  an  unprovoked  attack  on 
an  indigenous  community  by  a paramilitary  group  backed  unofficially  by  the 
PRI  government  as  part  of  an  active,  systematic  strategy  to  intimidate 
rural  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas. 

As  in  any  conflict,  the  oppressed  are  not  without  division.  Evangelicals 
often  support  the  PRI,  but  the  PRI-linked  paramilitary  groups  are 
generally  led  by  anti-diocese  Conservative  Catholics.  Chiapans  loyal  to 
the  diocese  tend  to  support  the  PRD  and  Zapatistas.  In  fact.  Bishop  Samuel 
Ruiz  of  the  Diocese  of  San  Cristobal  has  been  accused  of  being  pro- 
zapatista  and  biased  in  his  role  as  president  of  CONAI,  a governmental 
commission  designed  to  mediate  the  conflict.  The  PRI-supported  anti- 
evangelical and  anti-diocese  municipal  leaders  of  San  luan  Chamula  have 
expelled  more  than  32,000  mostly-Presbyterian  evangelicals  in  the  last  20 
years,  starting  long  before  the  EZLN's  appearance. 

Guadalupe  Bolom,  a Tzotzil-Tzeltal  Maya  and  Presbyterian,  directs  the 
Escuela  Biblica  de  Formacion  Integral  in  San  Cristobal,  a community 
religious  center  where  locals,  both  Catholics  and  Protestants  (Mennonites, 
Pentecostals,  Baptists,  Christ  Unitarians  and  Lutherans),  attend  lectures 
on  self-esteem,  human  rights  and  health.  Bolom  says  the  conflict  in 


Chiapas  is  political,  not  religious.  "Of  course  there  has  been  persecution 
[of  evangelicals],"  he  said,  "But  the  press  and  the  government  sometimes 
[mistakenly]  say  the  [armed]  conflict  is  between  Catholics  and 
evangelicals."  Bolom  claimed  Chamulans  expel  evangelicals  not  because  they 
do  not  respect  ancient  indigenous  cultural  traditions  as  some  Chamulans 
said,  but  rather  because  evangelicals  stop  drinking  alcohol,  bad  business 
for  caciques,  an  indigenous  term  which  in  Mexico  often  means  powerful 
local  leaders  who  dominate  the  town  and  own  liquor-selling  establishments. 
"People  free  themselves  from  vice,  start  working  more,  have  a nice  house, 
and  the  caciques  get  mad,"  he  said.  Others,  of  course,  might  disagree. 
Evangelicals  are  known  for  severe  intolerance  for  traditional  indigenous 
beliefs . 

Bolom  converted  from  Catholicism  15  years  ago.  He  sids  many  indigenous 
people  are  converting  because  of  poverty,  since  there  is  no  money  for 
doctors  or  medicine,  evangelicals  pray  over  the  sick,  and  when  the  sick 
recover,  "that  very  thing  makes  one  believe  in  God."  What  about 
practitioners  of  ancient  Mayan  religion?  "There  are  very  few  Maya 
traditionalists  left,"  claimed  Bolom.  "[The  religion]  is  very  mixed  with 
Catholicism-there  no  longer  is  a pure,  natural  culture."  Chamulans  often 
practice  ancient  holistic  rites  with  plants  and  animals  in  Catholic 
churches  before  images  of  Catholic  saints.  To  Maya  traditionists,  this 
often  represents  an  adaptability  by  their  culture,  rather  than 
displacement . 

Like  many,  however,  Bolom  believes  the  killings  at  Acteal  were  the 
vengeful  culmination  of  a community  feud  over  access  to  land,  a valuable 
commodity.  He  heard  the  killers  were  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  but 
the  massacred  were  Zapatistas  supporters.  He  blamed  politics  over  religion 
. "The  Presbyterian  Church  makes  a big  mistake  when  they  say  the  best 
party  is  the  PRI,"  he  stated.  "Many  pastors  preach  this,  but  I don't  agree 
with  the  mechanization  and  closing  of  people's  minds.  Both  parties  have 
defects  and  virtues."  He  added  that  many  evangelical  churches  and 
organizations  are  overly  spiritual,  preaching  about  the  soul  and  heaven 
without  concern  for  reality. 

Overemphasis  on  the  abstract  and  the  afterlife  is  what  concerns  the  Rev. 
Lucius  Walker,  a Baptist  minister  for  40  years  and  cofounder  of  the 
Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organizing  in  1967.  Dedicated  to  a 
biblical  mandate  to  actively  help  those  in  need  and  promote  worldwide 
justice.  Walker  has  been  to  Chiapas  repeatedly  since  1994  and  minimizes 
the  religious  conflict.  "[The  bishops]  as  Roman  Catholics  seem  to  have  a 
very  positive  relationship  with  the  indigenous  religious  communities,"  he 
said,  "I  think  the  conflict  is  not  religious,  it's  political  and  economic. 
If  the  government  implemented  the  San  Andres  Accords,  they'd  be  surprised 
how  quickly  the  religious  problems  go  away."  The  San  Andres  Larrainzar 
Accords,  signed  Feb.  16,  1996,  by  the  EZLN  and  Congressional  negotiators, 
outlined  the  Zapatistas'  demands  for  indigenous  community  autonomy  and 
respect  for  their  collectivist  legal  and  economic  ways  of  life.  The 
accords,  never  implemented,  gradually  faded  from  discussion  after 
President  Ernesto  Zedillo's  counterproposals  were  rejected  by  the  EZLN. 

Walker  is  concerned  about  the  ultra-fundamentalism  of  many  Protestant 
groups  in  Chiapas,  because  they  give  followers  false  hope  and  distraction, 
preaching  about  saving  souls  and  otherworldly  matters  rather  than  helping 
improve  a community's  social,  political  and  economic  reality.  Such  one- 
dimensionality  is  harmful,  he  said,  and  gives  people  an  escape  rather  than 
a mandate  to  take  action  for  their  own  sake.  "In  a lot  of  poor  communities 
in  the  U.S.  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  this  takes  people's  attention 
away  from  their  ugly  reality  that  they  think  they  can't  change,"  he  said. 

In  an  eerie  statement  reminiscent  of  Conquest  philosophy,  evangelical 
pastor  Esdras  Alonso  was  quoted  in  the  Mexican  newsmagazine  Proceso  as 
saying:  "We  finally  reached  where  the  Catholic  Church  couldn't  in  500 
years.  The  armed  conflict  in  Chiapas  favored  us,  since  it  turned 
everything  upside  down  and  weakened  caciques  and  the  PRI  structure  that  is 
today  losing  control  of  San  Duan  Chamula.  We  knew  to  take  advantage  of  the 
conflict  . . . The  evangelical  presence  will  soon  be  the  majority  in  this 
zone."  Currently  there  are  7,000  pastors  in  5,000  Protestant  temples  in 
Chiapas,  consisting  mostly  of  Presbyterian,  Nazarene,  Baptist,  Biblical, 


Apostolic  and  Pentecostal  denominations.  Proceso  further  quoted  Alonso  as 
saying,  "Unlike  other  churches  ...  like  Mormons  or  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  we 
don't  go  only  for  the  conquest  of  souls.  We  try  to  be  a participative 
social  force.  In  this  sense  we  are  a sleeping  giant  about  to  awaken." 

This  giant  is  restless,  feared,  and  at  odds  with  Catholics,  who  said 
evangelicals  are  responsible  for  closing,  destroying  or  profaning  more 
than  30  Catholic  churches  in  recent  months,  evangelicals  said  they  were 
closed  by  cacique-led  Catholics  opposed  to  Bishop  Ruiz.  Catholics 
allegedly  burned  two  Protestant  churches  last  April.  Six  important 
evangelical  leaders  have  been  murdered  in  the  north  in  the  last  two  years, 
supposedly  by  caciques  for  freeing  people  from  profitable  vices.  And 
Bishop  Ruiz  provided  shelter  for  expelled  Chamulan  evangelicals,  thereby 
coming  under  fire  from  dissident  Catholics  consisting  primarily  of 
powerful  families  who  disagree  with  Liberation  Theology  and  the  diocese's 
work  with  the  poor  and  indigenous. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  remains  a major  force  in  Chiapas,  with  three 
dioceses  encompassing  48  parishes  and  four  missionary  centers.  However, 
the  faith  has  changed  in  a way  that  requires  more  commitment.  Padre  Felipe 
Toussaint,  General  Vicar  of  San  Cristobal,  said,  "In  some  places,  being  an 
active  Catholic  implies  entering  into  opposition  with  neighbors  and  even 
one's  own  family.  Government  campaigns  are  generating  anti-parish 
Catholicism  in  some  sectors."  In  addition,  the  government  has  expelled 
foreign  priests.  Any  religious  conflict  in  Chiapas  is  not  unique  to  the 
region,  he  said,  but  rather  a characteristic  of  the  entire  country,  where 
increasingly  aggressive  evangelicals  aim  to  convert  Catholics. 

Toussaint  said  that  in  every  exchange  with  other  churches  and  religious 
groups,  all  have  agreed  the  conflict  is  not  religious,  but  political  and 
military.  "The  state  government  has  invested  a lot  in  publicity  to  make 
the  political  conflict  look  religious,"  said  Toussaint,  "It's  evident  that 
a radical  political  conflict  such  as  that  lived  in  Chiapas  crosses  all 
dimensions  of  human  life  and,  therefore,  affects  religion.  What  would  be 
serious  would  be  religious  leaders  using  religious  space  to  favor  a 
certain  political  tendency  or  integrating  religious  elements  in  political 
choices."  In  fact,  some  Catholic  leaders  are  not  so  worried  about  the 
expansion  of  evangelicals  as  by  their  propensity  to  manipulation  by 
political  forces. 

In  a visit  to  Chiapas  in  April,  President  Zedillo  spoke  to  mayors  of  32 
municipalities  and  to  hundreds  of  indigenous  people,  asking  CONAI  to  show 
its  true  intentions,  doubting  that  the  commission  is  truly  interested  in 
assisting  the  indigenous.  He  was  quoted  on  the  April  29  front  page  of 
conservative  newspaper  Ocho  Columnas  as  saying:  "What  is  their  motivation, 
is  it  ambition  for  power,  religious  ambitions,  that  have  very  little  to  do 
with  the  solution  of  human  pain  embodied  in  poverty  and  violence?"  Zedillo 
on  other  occasions  has  publicly  denounced  violence  as  a solution  to  the 
conflict,  saying  that  the  government  does  not  believe  in,  nor  use,  such 
methods,  nor  "theology  of  violence,"  subtly  pointing  the  finger  at 
Liberation-Theologists  and  Bishop  Ruiz. 

This  runs  contrary  to  reports  of  government  violence  and  repression. 
Following  the  gradual  expulsion  of  201  foreigners  for  alleged  political 
involvement  in  Chiapas  during  1996  and  1997,  the  world's  attention  was 
caught  by  a single  incident  which  captured  government  efforts  to  bury 
parts  of  the  truth.  On  April  11  during  a pre-dawn  raid  of  the  hamlet  of 
Taniperlas,  12  foreigners  were  forcefully  removed,  intimidated  with 
threats  of  violence,  and  deported  the  next  day  without  due  process 
guaranteed  by  international  law.  Officials  accused  them  of  helping 
establish  an  illegitimate  autonomous  township  and  thereby  violating 
Mexican  constitutional  article  115,  which  reserves  the  authority  to 
establish  municipal  districts  for  state  governments. 

The  day  before,  deportee  Michael  Sabato,  an  American  citizen  who  spent 
much  of  the  last  three  years  doing  independent  volunteer  work  in  Chiapas, 
finished  installing  a water  system  in  a nearby  community,  and  stopped  for 
the  night  in  Taniperlas,  in  the  autonomous  municipality  of  Ricardo  Flores 
Magan,  on  his  way  out  of  the  area.  The  next  morning,  police  and  military 
stormed  the  town,  beat  Sabato,  three  companions  and  eight  other  foreigners 
with  U.S.-made  M-16s  and  deported  them  for  allegedly  helping  found  the 


rebel  municipality,  which  was  established  months  earlier. 

Sabato,  married  to  a Mexican  national,  is  prohibited  from  ever  returning 
to  Mexico.  He  believes  he  was  deported  for  witnessing  what  the  military 
did  in  Taniperlas.  Contrary  to  what  government  officials  said  about  police 
being  unarmed,  respecting  a truce  begun  months  earlier  and  not  working 
with  paramilitary  groups,  Sabato  claimed  he  saw  unprovoked  soldiers  seal 
off  Taniperlas  and  burn  homes  and  coffee  fields  in  tandem  with  police 
carrying  fully  automatic  weapons.  He  is  now  lobbying  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
reconsider  military  funding  for  Mexico,  overturn  his  expulsion  and  examine 
the  application  of  Mexican  constitutional  article  33,  used  to  justify  the 
expulsions,  which  may  violate  international  treaties.  Meanwhile,  after 
expelling  a group  of  40  Italians  on  May  9,  and  reiterating  that  law- 
abiding  foreigners  are  always  welcome,  Mexican  officials  have  since  placed 
severe  restrictions  on  international  observers. 

Sabato  also  believes  the  government  wanted  to  test  the  hard  line  against 
foreigners.  Two  months  earlier,  high-profile  television  reporter  Lolita  de 
la  Vega,  wife  of  an  influential  former  politician,  visited  zapatista 
stronghold  La  Realidad  on  Friday,  February  13  in  an  army  helicopter  and 
broadcast  footage  Sunday  on  her  evening  program,  Hablemos  Claro.  She  told 
the  press  that  she  saw  numerous  foreigners  and  that  they  were  the  ones  in 
charge.  However,  no  foreigners  with  weapons  appeared  in  the  news  footage 
and  de  la  Vega  never  left  the  helicopter,  which  frightened  locals  and  tore 
the  roof  off  a school  upon  takeoff,  injuring  two  children. 

The  PRI,  ruling  for  over  70  years,  is  declining  in  power  and  has  now 
lost  the  majority  in  Congress.  Mexico  City's  mayor  is  PRD  and  so  is  the 
city's  legislative  assembly.  Distorting  the  roles  of  the  players  in  the 
Chiapan  conflict,  a major  issue  on  the  domestic  agenda,  critics  say, 
benefits  the  staggering  party.  They  point  to  an  official  rhetoric  that  has 
gradually  refocused  the  conflict  from  the  PRI  and  its  army  versus  the  EZLN, 
to  conflict  between  communities,  so  the  government  appears  the  conciliator 
and  ceases  being  a protagonist. 

This  divide-and-conquer  counter-insurgency  strategy,  of  blaming 
foreigners  and  scapegoating  churches,  empties  dialogue  of  meaningful 
representative  discussion  about  the  real  issues.  The  religious  crusade  in 
Chiapas,  critics  say,  is  only  a PRI-orchestrated  charade  that  exacerbates 
the  problem. 
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Natives  get  boost  from  budget 
WebPosted  Thu  Feb  18  03:07:15  1999 

OTTAWA  - The  federal  minister  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  says 
the  new  federal  budget  will  boost  the  Gathering  Strength  plan. 

The  plan  has  been  adopted  by  the  government  in  response  to  the  1998 
task  force  on  aboriginal  people.  Jane  Stewart  says  the  budget's  extra 
money  will  help  the  department  implement  some  of  the  task  force's 
recommendations.  The  development  of  self-government  is  one  of  the 
most  important. 

"We've  confirmed  that  this  is  what  has  to  be  done  and  we've  got  three 


years  funding  to  work  on  our  transition,  to  the  tune  of  $352 
million,"  Stewart  said. 

"We  have  worked  with  the  First  Nations  ...  to  develop  a First 
Nations-specific  action  plan  and  are  working  with  the  Inuit  to  build 
an  Inuit-specific  action  plan." 

Stewart  says  goals  include  developing  economically  viable  governments 
and  reforms  to  housing,  education  and  welfare. 

The  budget  also  puts  aside  $190  million  for  aboriginal  health 
programs.  Stewart  says  those  will  be  directed  to  long-term  care  and 
home  care. 
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Hydro  Quebec  could  be  interested  in  Ontario  assets:  Decision  to  buy: 

Ontario  generation  plants  depends  on  price  and  location 

Hydro  Quebec  would  consider  buying  some  of  Ontario  Hydro's  generation 
plants  if  any  are  put  up  for  sale,  said  the  utility's  president  and  chief 
executive. 

Andre  Caille  added  the  Montreal  based  utility  sees  Ontario's  launch  of  a 
competitive  electricity  market  as  an  opportunity  to  sell  more  power  to  the 
province.  But  any  decision  to  buy  generation  plants  in  Ontario  would  be 
influenced  by  price  and  location,  he  said. 

"There  are  many  questions,  and  I don't  know  of  any  specific  assets  [for 
sale] . " 

Ontario  is  launching  a competitive  electricity  market  in  2000.  Ontario 
Hydro  is  being  broken  up  into  a competitive  generation  company  and  a 
monopoly  transmission  company.  The  province  requires  the  new  generation 
company  to  reduce  its  share  of  the  electricity  market  from  90%  today  to  35% 
over  10  years  through  a variety  of  measures  including  long  term  leases, 
swaps,  and  outright  divestiture  of  some  of  its  generation  plants. 

"If  ever  that  would  happen  and,  of  course,  that  is  an  Ontario  decision, 
it's  not  a decision  of  ours  we  would  certainly  look  if  it  does  present 
or  could  present  an  opportunity  for  us,"  Mr.  Caille  said. 

Following  a speech  he  made  to  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  yesterday,  Mr. 
Caille  said  he  is  impressed  with  Ontario's  progress  in  setting  up  a 
competitive  electricity  market.  "Frankly,  it's  well  done.  It's  obviously 
been  inspired  by  what's  going  on  abroad,  outside  Canada,  either  in  the 
United  States,  or  in  Europe,  or  elsewhere." 

In  his  speech,  he  said  he  wants  a transmission  interconnection  with  1,250 
megawatts  of  capacity  to  be  built  in  the  Ottawa  Hull  area  by  next  winter. 

Transmission  interconnection  between  Quebec  and  Ontario  presently  can 
handle  only  400  MW  to  500  MW  of  capacity.  In  contrast,  Quebec  has  about 
5,000  MW  of  interconnection  capacity  with  the  United  States. 

The  Churchill  Falls  hydro  electric  project  being  planned  jointly  by  Hydro 
Quebec  and  Newfoundland  & Labrador  Hydro  will  create  3,200  MW  of  capacity. 
Mr.  Caille  said  it  will  produce  power  costing  as  little  as  2.5  cents  to  3 
cents  per  kilowatt  hour  and  will  be  available  for  export  to  the  United 
States  and  Ontario  markets.  National  Post 
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Power  play  for  Churchill 
Who  could  forget  it? 

It  was  supposed  to  be  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Armistice  Day 
all  rolled  into  one.  But  instead  it  turned  into  a full  colour  Keystone  Kops 
knee  slapper  with  Brian  Tobin  and  Lucien  Bouchard  being  chased  around  the 
town  of  Churchill  Falls  by  an  angry  mob  of  Innu. 

The  premiers  had  hoped  to  provide  a panoramic  backdrop  of  what  money  and 
engineering  has  wrought  on  the  once  thundering  but  now  trickling  Churchill 
Falls  for  their  announcement  of  the  new  phase  of  the  hydro  development. 

Bouchard  was  to  play  the  role  of  magnanimous  leader  of  a still 
hypothetical  neighbouring  country.  Tobin  was  to  be  the  Moses  who  brought 
financial  salvation  for  his  people  by  parting  the  waters  of  Muskrat  Falls 
on  the  new  project  and  by  getting  a better  deal  from  Quebec  on  sales  of 
juice  from  the  existing  Churchill  plant. 

Alas  for  the  premiers  and  the  event  organizers,  the  Labrador  and  Quebec 
Innu,  tipped  off  by  months  of  crossed  finger  denials  by  Tobin  and  Bouchard, 
showed  up  at  Churchill  Falls  and  spoiled  the  media  show. 

That  was  almost  a year  ago,  March  9 to  be  precise,  and  since  that  day 
there  has  been  scant  progress  in  advancing  the  $10  billion  project  on  the 
political  front. 

The  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador  and  the  Mamit  Innuat  of  Quebec's  Lower  North 
Shore  (where  the  rivers  St.  lean  and  Romaine  would  be  affected)  pulled  out 
of  talks  in  lanuary,  as  a stratagem  to  get  Quebec,  Newfoundland  and  Ottawa 
to  deal  with  their  land  claims  before  a single  bulldozer  shovel  is  raised 
for  preliminary  work  on  the  Lower  Churchill  project. 

Both  Innu  communities  have  been  waiting  for  action  on  their  claims,  which 
the  federal  government  accepted  for  negotiation  20  years  ago.  The  Innu 
Nation  has  designs  on  much  of  central  Labrador  and  parts  of  Quebec's  Lower 
North  Shore,  while  the  Mamit  Innuat  want  70,000  square  kilometres  in 
adjacent  territory. 

The  claims  are  being  negotiated  separately,  with  provincial  participation. 
According  to  the  feds,  1999  is  the  target  date  for  getting  an  agreement  in 
principle. 

The  Innu  from  both  provinces  have  reason  to  be  suspicious  of  hydro 
projects,  given  recent  history.  The  Labrador  Innu  were  virtually  ignored 
when  loey  Smallwood  launched  Churchill  Falls  30  years  ago,  and  the  Cree  of 
Northern  Quebec  nearly  got  taken  for  a ride  by  Robert  Bourassa's  lames  Bay 
mega  project  and  they  still  have  numerous  beefs  about  being  stiffed  on  that 
deal . 

Both  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  Hydro  have  to  be  aware  of  the  new  armaments 
in  the  natives'  quill  to  fight  power  projects  they  don't  like:  witness  the 
death  of  the  Great  Whale  project,  iced  largely  by  the  Cree's  effective 
global  awareness  campaign. 

Once  Rep.  Robert  Kennedy  Ir.  had  paddled  the  pristine  Great  Whale  river 
and  pronounced  it  sacred,  the  jig  was  up  for  then  premier  lacques  Parizeau 
and  Hydro  Quebec. 

Strangely  enough,  the  little  preliminary  work  on  the  Lower  Churchill 
project  that  has  gone  ahead,  notably  archeological  studies,  couldn't  have 
come  at  a better  time  for  the  Innu  and  their  land  claims. 

Field  work  conducted  last  summer  by  a team  which  included  Innu  researchers 
discovered  a reservoir  full  of  sites  and  artifacts  that  would  tend  to 


substantiate  native  claims,  and  then  some. 

Allow  me  to  quote  from  the  research  report:  "In  the  Churchill  Valley, 
the  research  team  recovered  both  of  the  known  Hudson's  Bay  Company  fur  trade 
posts,  neither  of  which  had  been  identified  in  previous  investigations.  The 
team  was  also  able  to  recover  a number  of  pre  contact  sites  that  show 
previously  undocumented  aboriginal  travel  and  land  use  in  the  Churchill 
Valley  in  the  more  distant  past.  Most  of  these  date  to  the  period  2,000 
3,000  years  ago.  Another  site  is  4,000  or  more  years  old,  older  than  any 
site  previously  recorded  in  the  Churchill  Valley  or  Upper  Lake  Melville 
region . " 

The  report  diplomatically  adds  that:  "The  discovery  of  these  sites  ensures 
that  the  information  they  contain  about  the  human  history  of  Labrador  need 
not  be  lost  because  of  development,"  whatever  that  means. 

Premiers  Tobin  and  Bouchard  are  supposed  to  get  together  soon,  reportedly 
next  week,  to  figure  out  what  to  do  next  on  the  Lower  Churchill  project. 

The  Innu,  meanwhile,  figure  Tobin  and  Bouchard's  power  dream  can  wait; 
after  all,  they've  been  waiting  20  years  for  theirs. 
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Investigation  Solves  Final  Mystery  of  Ishi,  the  Last  of  the  Yahi  Indians 

SAN  FRANCISCO- -(BUSINESS  WIRE)--Feb.  19,  1999- -After  a two-year 
investigation,  a report  delivered  today  by  a UC  San  Francisco  historian 
answers  a troubling  mystery  surrounding  the  autopsy  and  cremation  of  Ishi, 
the  last  Yahi  Indian  who  became  a celebrity  and  ultimately  another  victim 
when  he  wandered  out  of  the  California  wilderness  in  1911. 

The  report  by  Nancy  Rockafellar,  PhD,  a research  historian  in  the  UCSF 
History  of  Health  Science  Department,  includes  her  discovery  along  with 
Duke  University  anthropologist  Orin  Starn,  PhD,  that  Ishi's  brain,  removed 
at  the  time  of  the  autopsy  at  UCSF  for  scientific  evaluation,  has  been 
stored  for  the  past  83  years  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  discovery  sets  in  motion  a repatriation  process  mandated  by  the 
Native  American  Grave  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act,  which  requires 
federally-funded  institutions  to  return  Native  American  remains  in  their 
possession  to  the  individual's  lineal  or  tribal  descendants.  Rockafellar ' s 
report  expresses  the  hope  that  the  brain  might  now  be  reunited  with  the 
rest  of  Ishi's  cremated  remains  and  given  to  appropriate  Native  American 
representatives  for  a final  and  dignified  interment. 

Rockafellar ' s investigation  dates  from  1997,  after  the  Butte  County 
(Calif.)  Native  American  Cultural  Committee  began  an  effort  to  locate  all 
of  Ishi's  remains  and  provide  a burial  in  his  tribal  homeland  near  Mount 
Lassen.  Attempts  by  the  committee  to  locate  the  brain  had  failed, 
prompting  UCSF  Vice  Chancellor  Dorothy  Bainton  to  initiate  an 
investigation  to  determine  whether  the  brain  was  removed  during  the 
autopsy  and  whether  it  had  been  cremated  with  the  rest  of  the  body. 

Rockafellar ' s work  uncovered  verbal  testimony  that  the  brain  had  been 
sent  to  Washington,  but  her  attempts  to  locate  it  through  telephone 
interviews  remained  unsuccessful.  In  December  1998,  Rockafellar  sought  the 
assistance  of  Orin  Starn,  PhD,  a Duke  University  anthropologist  who  is 
writing  a book  related  to  Ishi. 

Starn  was  able  to  find  previously  undiscovered  correspondence  verifying 
that  the  brain  was  sent  to  the  Smithsonian.  He  then  met  on  Dan.  27,  1999 
with  Smithsonian  officials  in  Washington  who  confirmed  that  the  museum  had 
the  brain  and  that  it  has  been  kept  in  a Maryland  storage  facility.  Ishi's 
story,  taught  to  generations  of  California  schoolchildren,  began  before 
the  turn  of  the  century  when  he  and  the  last  few  survivors  of  a series  of 
massacres  by  so-called  "Indian  hunters"  retreated  to  an  isolated  valley 
deep  in  the  Mount  Lassen  wilderness.  By  1911,  Ishi  later  told 


anthropologists,  only  he  remained  alive. 

After  emerging  in  a nearly  starved  condition  in  1911  near  Oroville,  Ishi 
was  first  jailed  by  the  local  sheriff  before  being  turned  over  to 
anthropologists  at  the  University  of  California  in  San  Francisco. 

Ishi  lived  the  rest  of  his  life  at  the  San  Francisco  campus,  teaching 
anthropologists  about  his  language,  beliefs  and  tribal  arts,  roaming 
freely  about  the  campus  and  the  city,  and  greeting  small  groups  during 
Sunday  afternoon  sessions  at  the  Anthropology  Museum  where  he  lived. 
Anthropologist  Thomas  Waterman  and  museum  curator  Alfred  Kroeber 
befriended  Ishi  and  attempted,  in  their  way,  to  protect  him  from  excessive 
exploitation.  But  in  the  years  before  effective  antibiotics  they  could  not 
protect  him  from  a disease  that  devastated  California's  Native  American's 
after  the  arrival  of  Europeans.  In  1916,  Ishi  died  of  tuberculosis. 

Following  his  death,  physicians  performed  an  autopsy  on  Ishi's  body. 
Rockafellar  notes  in  her  report  that  this  was  a standard  procedure 
following  all  hospital  deaths  at  the  time. 

"What  was  unique  about  Ishi's  autopsy  was  the  removal  of  the  brain,"  the 
report  states.  "None  of  the  other  autopsy  reports  from  1914-1916  involved 
removal  or  examination  of  the  brain." 

Until  Rockafellar  and  Starn  completed  their  investigation,  it  remained 
unclear  whether  the  brain  had  been  stored  elsewhere  or  cremated  with  the 
rest  of  Ishi's  remains.  The  cremated  remains  currently  rest  in  an  urn  in  a 
Colma,  Calif.,  cemetery. 

Through  a meticulous  review  of  records  and  numerous  interviews  with 
individuals  who  recalled  portions  of  the  events,  Rockafellar  and  Starn 
determined  that  the  preserved  brain  had  indeed  been  sent  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  scientific  purposes  in  early  1917  by  Ishi's 
friend  Alfred  Kroeber.  This  decision  contradicts  the  established 
historical  view  of  Kroeber  as  an  ardent  opponent  of  an  autopsy. 

"The  inconsistency  of  cremating  Ishi's  remains  and  some  of  his 
belongings  without  the  brain  in  the  face  of  their  knowledge  of  his  beliefs 
reveals  an  odd  rationale  on  the  part  of  (the  scientists  who  cared  for 
Ishi)  Pope,  Gifford,  Waterman,  and  Kroeber.  As  Gifford  wrote  at  the  time, 
they  were  truly  attempting  a 'compromise  between  science  and  sentiment,'" 
the  report  concludes. 

Rockafellar ' s report  suggests  a series  of  steps  for  UCSF  to  consider  in 
an  attempt  to  bring  the  past  to  a proper  conclusion  and  to  honor  Ishi's 
remarkable  life  in  the  future. 

The  report  asks  that  UCSF  act  as  an  institutional  advocate  for 
the  tribes  seeking  repatriation  of  the  remains.  "UCSF  should  take 
an  active  role  in  assisting  in  the  return  of  the  cremated 
remains,  so  that  Ishi's  body  can  be  reunited  and  laid  to  rest  in 
an  appropriate  manner,  according  to  the  wishes  of  Native 
Americans,"  it  states. 

The  reports  calls  for  the  appointment  of  an  Ishi  Advisory 
Committee  in  UCSF ' s newly  formed  Department  of  Anthropology, 

History  and  Social  Medicine  to  bring  together  the  different 
groups  and  individuals  seeking  an  appropriate  resolution. 

The  report  proposes  using  the  new  information  and  understanding 
of  Ishi's  life  as  an  opportunity  to  enhance  and  consolidate  the 
record  of  Ishi's  story.  Possible  steps  include  creation  of  an 
internet  web  site  devoted  to  Ishi's  story,  making  updated 
classroom  materials  available  to  schools,  or  an  interpretive 
center  at  UCSF ' s Parnassus  Heights  campus,  where  Ishi  spent  his 
final  years. 

Lastly,  the  report  notes  that  Ishi's  story  serves  as  another 
reminder  of  the  ravages  inflicted  on  Native  Americans  by 
infectious  disease  in  the  early  20th  Century.  Rockafellar 
proposes  that  UCSF  explore  the  creation  of  a scholarship  fund  for 
Native  American  students  in  recognition  and  remembrance  of  this 
tragedy. 

The  report  concludes  by  offering  Ishi's  story  as  a "morality  tale"  for 
scientists  and  physicians. 

"The  lesson  here  is  not  merely  an  indictment  of  anthropologists  and 
physicians  of  the  past,  but  a harsh  reminder  of  the  destructive  power  of 


hubris/'  Rockafellar  wrote.  "All  participants  in  academic  life  must  recall 
the  historical  context  of  individuals  like  Pope,  Kroeber,  and  Waterman  - 
and  remember  that  the  source  of  their  conviction  that  they  were  'doing  the 
right  thing'  was  the  scientific  certainty  of  the  day. 

"We,  in  turn,  must  recognize  that  a sense  of  moral  discomfort  is  perhaps 
a better  indicator  for  action  than  scientific  curiosity." 

CONTACT: 

UCSF  News  Service 

Bill  Gordon,  415/476-2557 

bgordon@pubaff.ucsf.edu 

-  — "RE:  Narragansett  Seek  Suit  Against  Rhode  Island"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Feb  1999  13:59:10  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Narragansetts  seek  discrimination  suit  against  Rhode  Island 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Narragansetts  seek  discrimination  suit  against  state 

The  Narragansett  Indian  Tribe  is  asking  a federal  agency  to  file  a 
discrimination  law  suit  against  the  state  and  the  Town  of  Charlestown 
over  the  town's  suit  to  prevent  land  that  the  Tribe  was  building 
HUD-funded  housing  on  from  being  turned  over  to  tribal  jurisdiction  - 
which  would  allow  a casino.  Chief  Sachem  Matthew  Thomas  blasted  Almond's 
anti-casino  stance  as  "hypocrisy." 

PROVIDENCE  - Newschannel  10' s I-Team  has  learned  that  the  Chief  Sachem 
of  the  Narragansett  Indian  Tribe  is  asking  a federal  agency  to  file  a 
discrimination  law  suit  against  the  State  and  the  Town  of  Charlestown. 

The  Tribe  is  blaming  the  state  for  a recent  critical  report 

on  a federally-funded  Indian  low  income  housing  project  in  Charlestown. 

The  critical  report  by  the  Flousing  and  Urban  Development  Department  was 
blown  way  out  of  proportion,  according  to  the  Narragansetts . They  say 
Governor  Almond  is  discriminating  against  the  Indians  by  holding  the 
housing  project  hostage  because  he  doesn't  want  the  Tribe  to  build  a 
casino.  HUD  first  funded  the  $4  million  low-income  housing  project  off 
Kings  Factory  Road  in  Charlestown  10  years  ago.  The  report  states  the 
tribe  was  unable  to  document  how  it  spent  more  than  $2  million  on  the 
project.  The  report  also  spoke  of  repeated  cost  overruns,  and  proclaimed 
the  project  a failure.  What  few  houses  were  built  are  not  considered 
habitable. 

The  Narragansett ' s say  the  only  reason  construction  of  the  houses  was 
halted  is  because  the  state  and  the  town  of  Charlestown  sued  to  prevent 
the  tribe  from  putting  the  31  acres  the  houses  sit  on  into  a federal  trust 

- giving  the  land  sovereign  status  as  part  of  the  Narragansett ' s tribal 
lands  - thus  removing  any  state  jurisdiction  over  the  land.  Such  status 
would  allow  for  a casino  on  the  property  without  state  approval.  So,  last 
year.  Chief  Sachem  Matthew  Thomas  asked  Governor  Almond  to  drop  the  lawsuit 
so  the  project  could  get  back  on  track.  The  Chief's  request  was  made  at  a 
meeting  with  Almond  at  the  State  Flouse. 

At  the  meeting.  Governor  Almond  made  an  offer  to  the  Narragansett 
Indians.  Fie  said  if  the  Tribe  promised  they  would  never  build  a casino 
on  the  31  acres  here,  he  would  drop  all  legal  opposition.  What  did  the 
Narragansett  Indians  think  of  that?  Thomas  called  it  "extortion." 

The  Governor's  legal  counsel,  Doe  Larisa,  says  the  meeting  did  indeed 
take  place.  He  says  that  "it's  not  legal  extortion,  but  we  can't  risk 
having  a casino  in  this  state." 

Reports  Saturday  said  he  denied  that  Almond  offered  to  drop  the  suit  in 
exchange  for  a binding  promise  from  the  Narragansetts  to  not  build  a casino 
on  the  land. 

Chief  Thomas  says  Governor  Almond's  stance  against  casino  gambling  is 
way  off  base,  since  the  state  already  has  thousands  of  video  slots  and 
the  Lottery. 

A spokesman  for  HUD  in  Washington  says  the  agency  is  not  contemplating 
any  legal  action  right  now,  but  he  says  HUD  would  like  to  see  the 


Charlestown  situation  settled.  He  said  he  couldn't  say  what  the  agency 
might  do  if  the  issue  of  the  31  acres  is  not  resolved.  Any  casino 
proposal  would  have  to  pass  the  General  Assembly.  Almond  vows  to  veto 
any  casino  proposals,  so  if  the  proposal  were  to  proceed  from  there  the 
Assembly  would  need  sixty  votes  to  override  the  veto.  Then  the  proposal 
must  be  approved  by  local  voters  and  by  voters  statewide  in  a referendum. 
In  1994,  Rhode  Island  voters  rejected  in-state  casino  gambling.  A recent 
survey  of  West  Warwick  businessmen  showed  that  they  tend  to  be  opposed  to 
the  Narragansetts ' latest  casino  plan, 
http : //www. msnbc . com/loc a 1/W JAR/128394 .asp 

- — "RE:  New  Mexico  Casino  Tribes  v State"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Sat,  20  Feb  1999  10:55:01  EST 

Sub j : New  Mexico  Casino  Tribes  v State  over  slot  taxes 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Casinos  May  Not  Pay  Up 

Aragon:  Tribes  Raising  Percentage-Cut  Pressure 

By  Wren  Propp 

Journal  Capitol  Bureau 

SANTA  FE  --  Indian  tribes  with  casinos  are  threatening  to  stop  paying  a 
percentage  of  their  slot  machine  proceeds  to  the  state  if  the  amount 
they  must  pay  isn't  cut,  a leading  Democratic  senator  said  Wednesday. 

"You  go  interview  the  Native  American  leaders,  they  all  say  if  they 
don't  get  some  relief,  they'll  go  into  arbitration  and  not  pay,"  Senate 
President  Pro  Tern  Manny  Aragon,  D-Albuquerque,  told  reporters  at  a news 
conference. 

Pojoaque  Pueblo  Lt.  Gov.  George  Rivera  said  Wednesday  that  tribal 
leaders  might  make  that  decision,  but  they  haven't  yet. 

"There  probably  is  no  other  choice,"  Rivera  said. 

Aragon  has  proposed  cutting  the  amount  the  tribes  with  casinos  pay 
quarterly  from  the  net  win  of  their  slot  machines  from  16  percent  to  an 
average  of  9.8  percent.  Aragon  and  other  senators  scheduled  an  evening 
session  Wednesday  for  the  Senate  to  meet  as  a committee  of  the  whole  to 
hear  bills  on  cutting  the  revenue  sharing. 

Three  tribes  are  involved  in  a single  arbitration  with  the  state. 
Arbitrators  have  scheduled  their  first  meeting  in  late  March. 

The  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  initiated  the  arbitration  after  refusing  to 
pay  the  revenue  sharing  and  additional  regulatory  fees,  saying  the 
payments  are  illegal  under  the  federal  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act. 

Taos  and  Acoma  pueblos  joined  the  arbitration  late  last  year. 

The  state's  position  is  that  the  revenue  sharing  and  regulatory  fees  are 
not  illegal  and  that  the  Mescaleros  should  pay  up. 

Aragon's  proposal  would  cut  the  percentage  the  11  tribes  with  casinos 
are  required  to  pay,  but  tribes  who  haven't  paid  what  they  owe  under  the 
16  percent  would  not  be  allowed  to  pay  at  the  lower  rate. 

Aragon  talked  about  the  tribes  Wednesday  in  connection  with  tensions 
between  Democratic  lawmakers  and  Republican  Gov.  Gary  Johnson  over  tax 
cuts  and  spending.  Aragon  said  if  the  tribes  refuse  to  pay,  the  $32 
million  in  casino  revenue  expected  from  them  for  fiscal  year  2000  could 
no  longer  be  included  in  the  budget  equation. 

"That's  $32  million  that  goes  away  from  the  total,"  Aragon  said. 

Although  Aragon's  proposal  would  cut  the  percentage,  the  state  would 
still  get  $31  million  to  $33.3  million  annually  from  the  tribes, 
according  to  a fiscal  report.  That's  because  Aragon  expects  the  tribes 
with  casinos  to  pay  on  a regular  basis  once  the  revenue-sharing  is 
reduced . 

Not  all  tribes  are  paying.  During  1998,  the  state  received  about  $32 
million  from  the  tribes  that  paid,  but  some  of  those  tribes  made  partial 
payments . 

According  to  a report  from  the  state  Treasurer's  Office,  in  October  1998 
four  tribes  who  made  a quarterly  payment  told  the  office  their  payments 


represented  16  percent.  Those  tribes  are  San  Felipe,  San  Duan,  Santa  Ana 
and  Tesuque  pueblos. 

Four  other  pueblos  --  Acoma,  Isleta,  Pojoaque  and  Sandia  --  have 
continued  to  submit  payments  on  the  quarterly  schedule  but  have  not  told 
the  Treasurer's  Office  whether  the  payments  represent  16  percent. 

Taos  Pueblo  in  October  1998  indicated  that  its  payment  was  5 percent  of 
its  net  win  from  slot  machine  proceeds.  The  5 percent  quarterly  payments 
were  spelled  out  in  1995  compacts  signed  by  lohnson  but  later  overturned 
by  the  state  Supreme  Court. 

Neither  the  licarilla  Apache  Tribe  nor  the  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  have 
made  payments. 

Senators  began  hearing  discussion  on  the  revenue  sharing  issue  on 
Monday.  Sen.  Ben  Altamirano,  D-Silver  City,  initially  proposed  a bill 
that  would  cut  the  average  quarterly  payment  to  5 percent  or  6 percent, 
but  later  he  said  he  would  amend  his  bill  to  raise  the  average  payment 
to  8 percent. 

The  revenue  sharing  proposals  have  been  focused  in  the  Senate,  but  the 
House  Business  and  Industry  Committee  is  expected  to  take  up  a bill 
today  that  is  similar  to  Altamirano's  original  proposal  and  sponsored  by 
Rep.  lames  Roger  Madalena,  D-lemez  Pueblo. 

Madalena  said  earlier  this  week  he's  frustrated  that  his  bill  has  four 
committees  to  get  through  before  the  full  House  would  be  able  to  hear 
it . 

"I  think  it's  really  sad,"  Madalena  said. 

House  Speaker  Raymond  Sanchez,  D-Albuquerque,  who  has  been  leery  of 
gambling  in  New  Mexico,  said  he  had  not  heard  that  leaders  of  tribes 
with  casinos  are  threatening  to  go  to  arbitration  and  stop  payments. 

"I  would  be  disappointed  if  the  Native  American  gaming  tribes  did  that," 
Sanchez  said.  "I'm  not  sure  you  can  arbitrate  away  a statute  that  is  on 
the  books.  I don't  believe  you  can,  and  the  attorney  general  seems  to 
agree  with  that  assessment." 

Attorney  General  Patricia  Madrid  issued  an  opinion  recently,  at  the 
request  of  Aragon  and  Sanchez,  that  said  the  arbitrators  in  the 
Mescaleros'  case  cannot  lower  the  revenue  sharing  percentage  as  outlined 
in  the  compacts,  which  are  part  of  state  statute. 

"RE : Genocide"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Feb  1999  00:32:26  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Re:  For  those  who  think  "it's  the  past.." 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

> With  respect,  even  if  carelessness  or  greed  causes  the  death  of  many  and 

> mainly  in  a particular  group  it  isn't  genocide.  Genocide  is  action  with 

> the  INTENT  of  wiping  out  a group.  To  overstate  in  this  manner  shuts  many 

> ears  and  prevents  help  coming  quickly  to  those  suffering  actual 

> genocide. 

> 

<cut> 

with  respect.. 

First  let's  look  at  the  guilt  & then  at  the  crime,  then  at  some  facts.. 

If  one  knows  that  one's  acts,  or  their  OMISSION  to  act  when  they  should, 
contributes  to  genocide,  are  they  as  guilty  as  the  executioners?  Consider 
the  following  definition  of  genocide,  & those  guilty  thereof... 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  'innocent  bystander'  who  '..  just  happens 
to  witness'  genocide  and  crimes  against  humanity.  They  are  as  guilty  as  as 
the  active  participants  in  these  heinous  and  diabolical  crimes." 

That  definition  of  guilt  was  accepted  by  the  Nuremberg  Tribunal  when 
declared  by  then-Chief  USA  Prosecutor,  Dackson  (later  Supreme  Court 
Dustice  if  memory  serves  me)..  A definition  which  suits  most  humans  with 
at  least  half  a brain  & any  kind  of  human  compassion,  right?  . . Good,  glad 
you  agree. . 

Now  take  a look  at  the  crime.,  as  defined  by  international  jurist  Rafael 


Lemkin,  who  defined  the  term  "genocide"  for  the  Nuremburg  Tribunals.  This 
is  the  definition  accepted  by  ALL  international  tribunals  today,  by  every 
country  on  the  planet  today..,  (except  the  USA  of  course,  a state  of  such 
virtuous  & altruistic  moral  leadership  that  it's  above  the  realm  of  those 
laws  that  govern  mere  mortals.) 

THE  definition  of  GENOCIDE: 

"Generally  speaking,  genocide  does  not  necessarily  mean  the  immediate 
destruction  of  a nation,  except  when  accomplished  by  mass  killings  of  all 
members  of  a nation.  It  is  intended  rather  to  signify  a coordinated  plan 
of  different  actions  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  essential  foundations  of 
the  life  of  national  groups,  with  the  aim  of  annihilating  the  groups 
themselves.  The  objectives  of  such  a plan  would  be  the  disintegration  of 
the  political  and  social  institutions,  of  culture,  language,  national 
feelings,  religion,  and  the  economic  existence  of  national  groups,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  personal  security,  liberty,  health,  dignity,  and  even 
the  lives  of  the  individuals  belonging  to  such  groups.  Genocide  is 
directed  against  the  national  group  as  an  entity,  and  the  actions  involved 
are  directed  against  individuals,  not  in  their  individual  capacity  but  as 
members  of  a national  group." 

Read  it  again,  paying  special  attention  to,  "..  It  is  intended  rather  to 
signify  a coordinated  plan  of  different  actions  aiming  at  the  destruction 
of  essential  foundations  of  the  life  of  national  groups,  with  the  aim  of 
annihilating  the  groups  themselves.  " Got  it?  ..  Good. 

So  now  we  agree  on  the  definition  of  guilt  & that  of  the  crime. . 

Now  consider  the  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published 
by  the  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University  & posted  on  this  ng  within  the 
past  2 mths.  (For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging 
trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  visit  their 
website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu.) 


Brazil:  Guarani  Indians  Face  Eviction  From  Ancestral  Lands 
By  Survival  International 

There  is  a new  attempt  to  force  a community  of  Guarani  Indians  from  Potrero 
Gua'u,  in  the  Brazilian  state  of  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul,  from  their  ancestral 
lands.  In  a judgment  issued,  a local  judge  ordered  the  Guarani  Indians 
removed  from  their  lands.  The  Indians,  he  said,  were  "invaders"  who  were 
illegally  occupying  land  that  belonged  to  ranchers. 

The  judgment  comes  after  the  Guarani  successfully  reoccupied  their  ancestral 
lands,  from  which  they  were  evicted  two  decades  or  more  ago.  FUNAI,  the 
Brazilian  government  Indian  agency,  started  the  process  of  recognizing  the 
lands  as  belonging  to  the  Guarani,  so  this  latest  judgment  comes  as  a blow 
to  the  campaign  to  secure  lasting  land  rights  for  the  Guarani. 

With  a population  of  25,000,  the  Guarani  Indians  are  Brazil's  largest 
indigenous  people,  however,  social  problems  caused  by  lack  of  land  has 
driven  many  Guarani  to  alcoholism  and  suicide.  There  have  been  over  250 
suicides  reported  over  the  last  12  years. 

700  Guarani  Indians  started  to  re-occupy  ancestral  lands  from  which  they 
were  evicted  in  the  1970s  and  1980s.  In  the  three  months  since  the  etc. 


Now  try  this  article 

From:  Kenneth  Walsh@EDF  on  01/13/99  12:57  PM 

Sub j : Amazon  Indian  Victory  - Help  Prevent  Violence 

Dear  colleagues. 

The  Indigenous  Council  of  Roraima  (CIR  --  the  grassroots 
organization  representing  the  indigenous  people  of  Roraima 
state  in  the  northern  Brazilian  Amazon)  has  won  a major  victory 
for  the  environment  and  human  rights  --  federal  recognition  of 
their  tradtional  territory.  Your  faxes  and  emails  to  the 
Brazilian  government  were  critically  important.  But  now,  local 
polticians  are  threatening  violence  against  the  Indians,  and 
CIR  needs  your  help  to  consolidate  this  victory.  Please  read 
the  attached  letter  from  CIR  and  fax  or  email  your 
congratulations  to  Brazil  president  Fernando  Henrique  Cardoso 
and  Minister  of  Justice  Renan  Calheiros.  etc. 


(For  the  full  text  of  this  one,  with  verified  documentation  of  the  tactics 
being  used,  go  to  Dejanews  & search  alt. native  for  postings  by 
<"CSIA/LPSG-France"  <Celine . Vaquer@wanadoo . f r> . So  we  can  accept  these 
examples  (as  well  as  thousands  of  others  in  South,  Central  & North 
America)  as  indicative  of  a trend,  at  least.  A trend  to  dispossess  Indian 
Nations  of  title  & rights  to  the  lands  they  have  occupied  for  millenia.  Or 
do  you  believe  that  such  acts  of  dispossession  have  been  rare/sporadic  in 
the  past?  What  has  changed  since  Wounded  Knee?  Since  Washita? 

The  motivation/objectives  for  these  genocidal  attacks  (ie,  as  per  our 
definition,  attacks  that  are  demonstrably  part  & parcel  of  " . . a 
coordinated  plan  of  different  actions  aiming  at  the  destruction  of 
essential  foundations  of  the  life  of  national  groups,  with  the  aim  of 
annihilating  the  groups  themselves.")  are  clear:  unrestricted  access  to 
lands  & the  resources  those  lands  hold.  The  restriction  being  that  those 
lands/resources  are  actually  & legally  the  communally  owned  property  of  the 
Indian  Nations  that  inhabit  them. 

The  objective  is,  essentially,  to  get  a change  in  the  "zoning  laws", 
having  lands  declared  "Indian  land"  by  virtue  of  those  lands  being 
"currently  used"  (&  unavailable  for  sale/development)  to  becoming  "unused 
lands"  (available  for  sale/development)  once  the  Indians  who  used  those 
lands  conveniently  "disappear". 

The  Brazilian  jungle  is  no  more  vast  & "impenetrable"  than  the  great 
part  of  Canada,  yet  any  indiscriminate  use  of  cyanide  or  arsenic  or 
chemically-manufactured  ethyl  mercury  in  any  of  the  millions  of  water 
systems  here  (the  world's  biggest  fresh-water  system)  would  be  spotted  in 
a matter  of  days  & the  poisoning  shut  down  & poisoners  punished.  That's  a 
fact . 

Brazil,  as  with  many  other  states  of  this  hemisphere,  is  enslaved  by 
debts  to  banks  in  North  America.  Brazil  pays  68%  of  every  dollar  generated 
in  that  country  to  pay  it's  debts.  That  doesn't  leave  any  for  monitoring  & 
enforcement  of  Brazil's  toxic  pollution  prevention  laws.  That's  a fact. 

Flere  in  Canada,  as  in  Brazil  & other  states  of  this  hemisphere,  the 
Indigenous  peoples  hunt,  fish  & gather  much  of  their  sustenance  from  the 
land  & water  around  them.  That  fact  is  well-documented.  It's  as  much  (if 
not  more)  a matter  of  economic  poverty  than  traditional  usage.  Food 
sources  are,  by  any  definition,  "..  essential  foundations  of  the  life  of 
[those]  national  groups."  That's  a fact. 

People  know  that  the  fish  & aquatic  animals  that  these  peoples  live  on 
accumulate  toxins  in  their  flesh  when  such  are  released  into  their 
habitats.  That's  a fact. 

The  USA,  being  a "..  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  etc"  makes 
the  deliberate  choice  to  ignore  the,  "..  the  destruction  of  essential 
foundations  of  the  life  of  national  groups,  with  the  aim  of  annihilating 
the  groups  themselves."  preferring  to  collect  that  debt,  to  keep  the 
returns  on  their  precious  "Latin  American  Mutual  Funds"  high,  rather  than 
furnish  Brazil  with  the  means  to  stop  the  killings.  That's  a fact. 

Those  who  do  nothing  to  prevent  such  GENOCIDE  are  as  guilty  as  the 
executioners  themselves.  And  you  can  cut  that,  dice  it,  slice  it  or  stuff 
it  any  way  you  want,  it  is  & will  remain  GENOCIDE.  That's  a fact, 
jaom/enethekwe 
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MENDOTA  UPDATE 

Dear  Friends,  Today  we  held  a press  conference  at  the  State  Office 
Building,  Karen  Clark  thought  we  ought  to  have  this  now  because  she  had 
been  getting  calls  from  reporters.  There  weren't  too  many  reporters  there, 
but  we  thought  it  went  very  well.  Rev.  Gary  Cavender,  Spiritual  Elder  from 
Shakopee, opened  with  a prayer  and  spoke  very  eloquently  about  the  area  and 
how  it  was  sacred  to  the  Dakota  people  and  must  be  saved.  Mike  Flaney, 
Chairman  Bob  Brown,  Dim  Anderson,  and  myself  also  spoke.  None  of  this  was 


shown  on  the  local  T.V.  news  programs  tonight.  This  was  a big 
disappointment  to  us.  We  will  be  checking  the  papers  in  the  morning.  We 
are  still  working  on  finding  a senator  to  author  the  bill  in  the  senate. 

If  we  can't  get  someone  to  do  this  we  don't  have  a prayer.  We  would  like 
to  ask  House  Representative  Dim  Rhodes  to  hold  hearings  on  this  issue. 
Mediation  has  been  postponed  until  next  week. 

Several  Representatives  have  asked  to  observe  the  mediation  meetings,  so 
this  may  be  a good  sign.  MNDOT  is  still  doing  their  survey  although  they 
have  moved  away  from  the  sacred  trees.  They  are  doing  a very  shabby  job  of 
this  survey,  some  of  the  holes  have  only  been  6 inches  deep.  They  know 
they  won't  find  anything  at  this  level.  We  still  need  all  your  help  and 
prayers  to  win  this  thing.  Please  remember  us,  and  we  all  think  of  you 
often  and  thank  the  Grandfathers  for  all  the  help  and  guidance.  Peace  and 
Prayers  be  with  all  of  you,  pidamaya,  love  Linda 
Check  out  these  Web  sites,  URLs  thoughtfully 
provided  by  FW  Dohn  Slade: 

Stop  the  Reroute  homepage: 

http://freenet.msp.mn.us/org/stop55/ 

Tom  Taylor's  rocking  page  of  pics  of  the  event... 

http: //members . aol . com/no rer out e/Highway_55_occupat ion . html 

Photos  of  the  raid... 

http : //members . aol . com/viewcamp/dayl33 . html 

Another  site . . . 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/~callar01/highway.html 
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Manna  in  the  Form  of  Dobs  Comes  to  the  Reservation 
By  DIRK  DOHNSON 
c.  New  York  Times 
February  21,  1999 

BAD  RIVER  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  Wis.  --  Heartbreakingly  beautiful,  the 
Chippewa  territory  here  runs  wild  along  the  sandy  shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
where  soaring  forests  of  quaking  aspen  and  sugar  maple  had  long  obscured 
the  bleakness  of  poverty. 

For  a century,  Chippewas  here  grew  up  with  a choice:  move  far  from  home 
to  find  work,  or  stay  and  settle  for  government  welfare. 

Young  people  in  Bad  River  typically  left  for  Chicago  or  Milwaukee  or 
Minneapolis,  settling  in  edgy  neighborhoods  and  learning  to  navigate  in 
places  where  the  Ojibwe  language  was  a foreign  tongue. 

But  now  many  tribal  members  are  coming  home,  not  just  for  funerals  and 
weddings  but  for  jobs.  Legalized  tribal  gambling  has  spawned  a windfall  of 
new  employment  in  casinos,  hotels  and  restaurants.  And  the  profits  from 
the  casinos  are  often  invested  in  schools,  stores  and  clinics,  enlivening 
tribal  economies  that  once  seemed  as  lifeless  as  stone. 

The  Mille  Lacs  tribe  in  Minnesota  has  used  gambling  profits  to  build  a 
hospital  and  a high  school,  and  bought  a bank  that  had  once  refused  to 
grant  it  a loan.  The  Apache  at  Fort  McDowell  in  Arizona  have  invested  in 
service  stations  and  convenience  stores.  The  Chippewa  band  here  has  used 
its  profits  from  the  Bad  River  Casino  and  Lodge  for  new  roads,  programs 
for  the  elderly  and  the  purchase  of  tracts  within  the  reservation  long  ago 
sold,  or  lost,  to  whites,  territory  that  Indians  call  "alienated  land." 

"In  the  '90s,  we've  gone  from  everyone  being  on  welfare  to  the  point 
that  we've  now  got  jobs  for  everyone  here,"  said  Bob  Poqorney,  a marketing 
director  at  Bad  River,  which  opened  a casino  seven  years  ago.  "We've  seen 
a sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  people  leaving.  And  we're  seeing  a lot  of 
people  coming  back  from  the  cities." 


Precise  numbers  of  homecomings  in  Indian  Country  are  hard  to  come  by, 
partly  because  the  trend  is  so  new.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  most 
reservations  with  casinos  are  now  flush  with  jobs,  a stark  change  from  the 
days  of  selling  beaded  artwork  to  the  few  motorists  traveling  along  the 
rural  highways.  More  than  125,000  people  are  now  working  at  Indian  casinos 
hotels  and  restaurants  nationwide,  and  another  160,000  are  working  in  jobs 
indirectly  tied  to  Indian  gambling,  according  to  the  National  Indian 
Gaming  Association.  More  than  90  percent  of  those  jobs  at  Bad  River  are 
held  by  Indians. 

Most  reservations  with  gambling  still  have  high  rates  of  poverty  and 
unemployment.  The  image  of  Indians  made  rich  by  casino  wealth  is  wildly 
overdrawn;  the  notion  is  amplified  by  a few  atypical  but  highly  publicized 
little  tribes  with  big  operations  near  metropolitan  regions  like  the 
Mashantucket  Pequots'  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino  in  Ledyard,  Conn.,  and  the 
Shakopees'  Mystic  Lake  Casino  outside  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  Unlike  the 
Shakopee  tribe,  whose  300  members  each  received  $400,000  in  1994,  Indians 
on  most  reservations  with  gambling  get  little  or  no  money  in  per  capita 
payments . 

But  jobs  that  pay  $20,000  or  more,  once  a dream  in  Indian  Country,  have 
become  relatively  common.  These  are  decent  wages  in  a place  like  Bad  River 
where  a nice  house  costs  about  $50,000. 

The  new  jobs,  together  with  the  cultural  ties,  have  beckoned  to  people 
like  John  Moore,  a native  who  left  Bad  River  30  years  ago,  and  took  some 
hard  knocks  living  in  Milwaukee,  before  returning  to  the  reservation  last 
fall  to  take  a job  as  a security  guard.  "This  isn't  the  same  place  where  I 
grew  up,"  said  Moore,  a rugged  man  in  his  50s,  who  wears  some  scars  from 
the  hard  streets  of  Milwaukee.  "The  idea  of  going  back  to  the  Rez  for  jobs 
--  it  would  have  seemed  crazy." 

Now  plenty  of  people  at  Bad  River  have  come  home  for  jobs,  and  for  their 

heritage.  In  the  12  years  that  Mike  Wiggins  lived  in  Milwaukee,  making 

good  wages  as  a cement  finisher,  he  yearned  for  the  life  at  Bad  River. 

"My  job  was  in  the  city,  but  my  heart  was  at  the  reservation,"  said 
Wiggins,  49,  who  returned  five  years  ago  to  take  a job  at  the  casino  as  a 

floor  worker  and  rose  to  become  vice-chairman  of  the  tribe,  grateful  to 

have  the  chance  to  raise  two  of  his  children  in  the  family's  homeland. 

"I  grew  up  with  the  freedom  to  wander,  to  hunt  and  fish  anytime  I wanted 
" he  said.  "And  I wanted  my  children  to  know  that  kind  of  freedom." 

Tim  Giago,  a Lakota  writer  who  lives  in  South  Dakota,  has  called  the 
homecoming  trend  "the  biggest  story  in  Indian  Country."  He  said  it 
represented  a triumph  over  the  days  when  the  U.S.  government  tried 
mightily  to  move  Indians  away  from  reservations,  especially  during  the 
1950s,  in  hopes  that  they  would  assimilate  in  urban  culture. 

"It  failed  miserably,"  said  Giago,  a former  newspaper  publisher  who 
recently  started  a publishing  company  for  books  on  Indian  life.  "People 
went  to  the  cities  and  missed  their  homeland,  missed  their  families.  Many 
of  these  people  ended  up  in  the  gutter." 

Besides  the  growth  of  jobs  created  by  gambling,  Giago  noted  that  about 
30  colleges  are  now  flourishing  on  reservations,  with  faculties  that  have 
evolved  from  almost  all  white  to  mostly  Indian.  The  staffs  at  health 
centers  on  the  reservation,  he  said,  are  now  much  more  likely  to  be 
staffed  by  Indian  doctors  and  nurses. 

One  troubling  trend  on  reservations,  Giago  noted,  was  the  increase  in 
crime,  much  of  it  inflicted  by  whites.  But  tribal  leaders  also  see  a 
growth  in  gangs  among  young  Indians. 

Giago  attributed  some  of  the  criminal  activity  to  the  people  returning 
from  cities.  "They  brought  some  of  the  problems  of  urban  streets  back  to 
the  reservation,"  he  said,  noting  that  reservations,  usually  located  in 
rural  regions  with  few  police  officers,  can  be  easing  pickings  for 
criminals . 

But  to  someone  like  Moore,  who  grew  accustomed  to  the  toughness  of 
Milwaukee  neighborhoods,  life  at  Bad  River  seems  tame. 

"I  walk  home  in  the  middle  of  the  night,"  he  said  with  a shrug,  "and  I 
don't  worry  a bit." 

— "RE:  Long  Road  from  the  Reservation  to  Division  I"  
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The  long  noad  fnom  the  nesenvation  to  Division  I 
By  MICHELLE  KOIDIN 
.c  The  Associated  Pness 
2/19/99 

EL  PASO,  Texas  (AP)  --  When  he  was  gnowing  up  on  a Navajo  Indian 
nesenvation,  Danvis  Mullahon  wanted  nothing  mone  than  to  play  Division  I 
basketball . 

By  age  16,  it  became  an  obsession.  That's  when  his  olden  bnothen  was 
killed  by  a dnunken  dniven. 

At  Navajo  Pine  High  School  in  New  Mexico,  Mullahon  did  all  he  could  to 
get  the  attention  of  college  necnuitens.  He  avenaged  33  points  a game  and 
led  his  240-student  school  to  the  state  championship. 

Now,  aften  a junion  college  detoun,  he's  made  it.  The  gangly,  6-foot-4 
playen  fnom  tiny  Cnystal,  N.M.,  is  a guand  fon  Texas-El  Paso,  one  of  the 
few  Navajo  to  play  Division  I basketball. 

Befone  Mullahon,  thene  was  Cliff  Johns,  who  played  fon  Anizona  in  the 
eanly  '90s,  and  Lawnence  Yazzie,  a guand  fon  Ain  Fonce  who  is  half  Navajo, 
half  Comanche.  Tnibal  spokeswoman  Tina  Dames  is  unawane  of  any  Navajo  even 
playing  in  the  NBA. 

Mullahon  knows  the  dangens  facing  pnomising  athletes  fnom  the 
nesenvation  --  homesickness  and  alcohol  abuse  among  them. 

"I  stayed  away  fnom  that  and  stayed  focused,"  the  22-yean-old  junion 
says.  "My  fneshman  yean,  I did  get  kind  of  homesick.  But  aften  a while  I 
got  used  to  it.  I don't  want  to  be  one  of  the  few  that  people  said,  'Oh, 
he  had  all  the  talent  and  he  just  went  back  home  because  he  got  homesick. 

He  is  dniven  by  the  memony  of  his  bnothen,  Shawn,  who  was  20  when  he 
died.  Mullahon  took  a manken  and  scnibbled  his  bnothen' s initials  on  his 
gym  shoes,  a neminden  fon  the  nest  of  high  school. 

"That's  when  I neally  wanted  to  wonk  handen  and  achieve  what  I always 
dneamed  of  --  playing  at  the  Division  I level,"  he  says. 

Albent  Dim  coached  Mullahon  in  high  school.  He  undenstands  the 
impontance  of  Mullahon 's  accomplishment. 

"Being  Navajo  myself,  he  is  by  fan  the  best  basketball  playen  off  the 
Navajo  nesenvation,"  Dim  says.  "That  says  quite  a lot.  It  just  speaks 
volumes  of  one,  his  talent,  and  two,  the  potential  of  the  young  people 
hene. 

"It's  veny  nane,"  Dim  adds,  "that  a Navajo  child  leaves  the  nesenvation 
and  does  the  things  that  he's  doing." 

Mullahon  is  a celebnity  on  the  nesenvation,  whene  autognaph-seeking 
childnen  swanm  him  wheneven  he's  thene. 

"He's  a nole  model  fon  these  young  kids,"  says  his  mothen,  Lucille 
Mullahon . 

He  is  missed  by  his  fniends  and  nelatives  and  neighbons.  And  they  all 
want  to  know  when  he's  coming  home  to  Cnystal,  about  135  miles  nonthwest 
of  Albuquenque. 

"He's  about  as  close  to  a Michael  Dondan  figune  as  thene  is  on  the 
nesenvation,"  says  Dim  Thnash,  Mullahon 's  coach  at  the  College  of  Southenn 
Idaho  and  a fonmen  New  Mexico  nesident. 

Mullahon  spent  two  yeans  at  the  junion  college  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  A 
6-foot-4  guand  with  a stnong  3-point  shot,  Mullahon  wonked  on  his  defense 
and  expanded  his  game. 

"He  went  fnom  being  basically  a one-dimensional  playen  --  a sconen  and  a 
shooten  --  to  being  a mone  complete  playen  and  to  being  able  to  fit  into  a 
team  concept,"  says  Thnash,  now  an  assistant  coach  at  Pundue. 

Mullahon  was  appnoached  by  Wichita  State,  Colonado  State  and  Alaska.  He 


picked  UTEP  because  he  wanted  to  be  closer  to  home  and  play  in  the  Western 
Athletic  Conference. 


UTEP  coach  Don  Haskins  chose  Mullahon  for  one  reason. 

"We  needed  people  who  could  shoot,  especially  the  3-pointer,"  Haskins 
says . 

He's  also  gotten  a player  with  a solid  work  ethic. 

"He  plays  both  ends  of  the  court,"  Haskins  says.  "He  guards  you,  works 
very  hard." 

Mullahon  starts  most  games,  even  though  his  scoring  average  has  slipped 
to  8.7  points  a game. 

He's  studying  business  management,  and  dreams  of  playing  in  the  NBA  or 
the  CBA.  That  may  be  out  of  reach,  but  to  those  back  home  it  does  not 
matter. 

"Recently,  I had  a chance  to  see  him  play  on  TV  through  the  Albuquerque 
channels,"  says  Dim,  the  high  school  coach,  "and  I watched  it  with  a heavy 
heart  and  tears  in  my  eyes.  It  was  tremendous." 
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By  DENIS  M.  SEARLES 

EADS,  Colo.  (February  20,  1999  1:26  p.m.  EST  http://www.nandotimes.com) 

Within  the  fallow  grain  fields  that  checker  this  windy,  high  plains 
sage  country,  the  Big  Sandy  Creek  once  ran  red  with  the  blood  of 
Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  men,  women  and  children.  Researchers  want  to  find 
the  site  of  that  massacre. 

Scores  were  killed,  scalped  and  mutilated  by  volunteers  of  the  Colorado 
militia . 

Unknown  to  most  Americans,  the  Sand  Creek  Massacre  that  cold  morning  of 
Nov.  29,  1864,  is  as  fresh  as  yesterday  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho.  No 
one,  however,  is  sure  how  many  died  or  where  the  attack  occurred. 

Now  the  National  Park  Service  is  working  with  tribal  advisers  to 
pinpoint  the  exact  site  so  it  can  be  nominated  as  a national  park.  The 
agency  is  using  high-tech  tools,  aerial  photographs  and  oral  histories 
of  the  tribes. 

"Never  has  justice  been  done  to  satisfy  the  spirits"  of  those  slain, 
said  Robert  Tabor,  vice  chairman  of  the  Cheyenne-Arapaho  in  Oklahoma. 

"Sand  Creek  itself  defined  the  United  States'  relations  to  all  Indian 
people.  It  is  time  we  set  the  ground  aside  and  made  it  a national  park," 
said  state  historian  David  Halaas. 

The  bill  to  finance  the  Sand  Creek  study  and  search  for  the  massacre 
site  was  pushed  through  Congress  last  fall  by  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell,  a Colorado  Republican  who's  part  Cheyenne. 

"The  massacre  was  a shameful  part  of  American  history.  The  women  and 
children  slaughtered  there,  many  of  whom  were  my  ancestors,  should 
respectfully  be  remembered  and  honored,"  Campbell  said  last  year. 

In  1864,  two  cultures  - Indian  hunters  and  pioneer  farmers  - had 
collided  on  the  plains,  with  atrocities  committed  on  both  sides.  Raids 
on  wagon  trains,  ranches  and  farms  were  increasing.  Far  to  the  East,  the 
Civil  War  was  raging,  leaving  frontier  Army  posts  lightly  garrisoned  and 
poorly  equipped. 

On  that  bitter  November  sunrise,  the  Colorado  volunteers,  led  by  Col. 
Dohn  M.  Chivington  and  supported  by  four  howitzers,  attacked  the  camp  of 
Cheyenne  Chief  Black  Kettle  and  500  or  more  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  along 
the  creek,  now  called  Big  Sandy. 

Chivington  and  his  volunteers  had  been  spurred  to  action  by  the 


slaughter  of  the  Hungate  family  on  a ranch  southwest  of  Denver,  an 
attack  most  believe  was  unconnected  to  Black  Kettle  and  his  people. 

Accounts  of  the  day  said  the  man  was  shot,  the  woman  stabbed  and 
"violated."  Both  were  scalped;  their  two  young  daughters  were  nearly 
decapitated.  Their  bodies  were  put  on  display  in  Denver,  rousing  panic 
and  vengeance  in  the  populace,  and  the  calling  up  of  the  militia  by 
Territorial  Gov.  John  Evans. 

The  massacre  toll  at  Sand  Creek  varies  widely,  from  63  to  500.  Halaas 
believes  about  160  were  killed. 

Adding  to  the  tragedy  was  Black  Kettle's  belief  he  had  a peace  agreement 
with  the  U.S.  Army.  Historians  say  when  the  first  shots  were  fired. 

Black  Kettle  raised  an  American  flag  and  a white  cloth  of  truce. 

It  only  drew  more  fire.  Black  Kettle  escaped  with  many  others. 

If  the  slaughtered  Hungate  family  was  the  battle  cry  of  the  Colorado 
volunteers.  Sand  Creek  became  the  rallying  cry  of  the  plains  tribes. 

Halaas  said  famously  fierce  Cheyenne  Dog  Soldiers  united  with  Sioux  and 
Arapaho. 

"About  2,000  warriors  stayed  together  from  January  through  October  1865. 
Hundreds  (of  white  settlers)  were  killed"  across  the  plains,  Halaas 
said . 

"The  impact  of  Sand  Creek  ended  12  years  later  at  the  Little  Big  Horn," 
where  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer  and  his  7th  Cavalry  unit  were  massacred,  he 
said . 

The  question  of  the  site,  long  thought  to  be  on  the  private  property  of 
James  Dawson  northeast  of  Eads,  arose  recently  when  a search  by  the 
state  Historical  Society  failed  to  turn  up  conclusive  evidence. 

Laird  Cometsevah,  a chief  of  the  Southern  Cheyenne  in  Oklahoma,  is  the 
great-grandson  of  a Cheyenne  who  escaped.  "We  know  where  it  is  ...  but 
according  to  the  National  Park  Service,  they  have  to  document  . . . the 
Sand  Creek  area,"  he  said.  "As  far  as  the  Cheyenne  are  concerned,  the 
Dawson  site  was  the  main  camp  area  of  Chief  Black  Kettle  when  they  were 
attacked . " 

Tabor  is  not  so  sure. 

"Even  nowadays  you  don't  camp  with  the  wind  at  your  face.  ...  The  way 
the  bluffs  are  established  (at  the  Dawson  site)  the  camp  would  have  been 
in  the  open. 

"The  site  we  located  is  south.  I visited  that  location  and  there  are 
bluffs  that  would  block  the  north  wind,  plenty  of  vegetation  and  water 
available,"  Tabor  said.  He  has  asked  the  park  service  to  check  that 
site. 

Periodic  flooding  has  washed  away  evidence  over  the  last  century,  but 
searchers  are  hoping  to  find  tools,  bone  fragments  or  other  relics  by 
using  core  samples,  maps,  metal  detectors  and  other  methods.  The  search 
committee  - Tabor,  Cometsevah,  Park  Service  coordinator  Rick  Frost  and 
representatives  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne,  Northern  Arapaho,  landowners 
and  the  Colorado  Historical  Society  - must  report  to  Congress  by  August 
2000. 

Tabor  said  the  final  determination  will  be  made  by  the  old  ways. 

"We  usually  listen  to  the  wind  and  watch  the  animals.  There  is  a lot  of 
eagle  sightings  there,"  he  said. 

"Native  Americans  believe  spirits  come  and  visit"  their  death  site, 
"especially  when  there's  been  sudden,  unexpected  or  untimely  deaths.  The 
spirits  are  not  ready  to  rest.  The  creator  has  a time  for  each  of  us. 

There  is  still  a lot  of  unrest." 

"Think  of  me  what  you  will, 

I've  got  a little  space  to  fill." 

"RE : Pequots  Seek  Larger  Reservation"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Feb  1999  11:01:36  EST 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Pequots  Seek  Larger  Reservation 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity . sfsu.edu) 


Pequots  Seek  Larger  Reservation 
By  LYN  BIXBY 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice  has  filed  a tentative  appeal  of  a 
landmark  federal  court  ruling  that  bars  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribe 
from  expanding  its  reservation  beyond  boundaries  set  by  Congress. 

"You  have  to  file  the  appeal  before  the  deadline  runs.  So  we've  done 
that/'  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  John  B.  Hughes  in  New  Haven  said  Friday. 
"Now  you  wait,  and  you  see  if  [officials  in  Washington]  want  to  pursue 
it . " 

In  Washington  Friday,  a Dustice  Department  spokeswoman  said  this  week's 
filing  is  a "way  of  buying  time"  before  the  solicitor  general  decides 
whether  to  challenge  U.S.  District  Dudge  Robert  N.  Chatigny's  ruling, 
which  blocked  federal  approval  of  the  Mashantuckets ' bid  to  annex  land. 

Chatigny's  decision,  issued  in  December,  was  a milestone  in  a three- 
year  legal  battle  and  an  exhilarating  victory  for  state  Attorney  General 
Richard  Blumenthal  and  residents  of  three  towns  that  border  the 
Mashantucket  reservation  in  Eastern  Connecticut. 

The  case  has  national  significance  and  is  being  watched  closely  in  other 
states  where  officials  want  to  prevent  Indian  tribes  from  annexing 
off -reservation  property. 

The  Mashantucket  Tribal  Council  has  not  commented  on  Chatigny's  ruling 
and  remained  quiet  Friday. 

The  case  began  with  the  tribe's  application  to  annex  165  acres  outside 
the  boundaries  of  its  2,200-acre  reservation  area  established  by 
Congress  in  1983  to  settle  aboriginal  land  claims.  Tribes  can  extend 
reservation  borders  only  with  the  permission  of  the  federal  government, 
and  in  May  1995  U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  approved  the 
Mashantucket  request. 

Blumenthal  and  the  towns  of  Ledyard,  Preston  and  North  Stonington  went 
to  court  to  block  Babbitt's  decision  because  the  land  would  be  removed 
from  state  and  local  control,  no  longer  subject  to  taxes  and  zoning  laws 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  state  courts. 

Capitalizing  on  the  success  of  their  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino,  the 
Mashantuckets  have  bought  thousands  of  acres  in  Eastern  Connecticut  off 
the  reservation.  They  have  unfulfilled  development  plans  for  some  of  it, 
such  as  two  golf  courses  at  a former  Boy  Scout  camp  across  Route  2 from 
the  reservation  and  the  casino. 

Friday  the  tribe  celebrated  the  seventh  anniversary  of  Foxwoods. 
http: //www. cou rant . com/news /a rchive/febl3%2Dctnews4. stm 

- "RE:  Fall  Creek  Falls"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Feb  1999  23:06:11  -0600 
From:  Tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Sub j : Fall  Creek  Falls 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Mon,  08  Feb  1999  14:12:05  -0500 
From:  SOCM  <socm@tdsnet.com> 

Plea  for  help  from  Fall  Creek  Falls 

The  battle  to  save  Fall  Creek  Falls  State  Park  and  Natural  Area 
from  the  ravages  of  environmentally  dangerous  strip-mining  in  the 
watershed  has  been  waging  for  nearly  a decade.  This  fight  has  been  to 
prevent  any  more  mining  in  the  headwaters  of  Fall  Creek  Falls,  the 
tallest  waterfall  east  of  the  Rockies.  The  mining  in  this  area  dips 
into  the  Sewanee  Coal  seam,  the  most  acidic  coal  seam  in  the  state. 

Mining  here  would  also  adversely  affect  tourism,  the  major  source  of 
income  in  the  impoverished  counties  that  surround  the  park,  as  well  as 
put  a portion  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  at  risk.  Members  of  "Save  Our 
Cumberland  Mountains"  (SOCM)  and  allies  across  the  state  are  working  to 
support  Fall  Creek  Falls  by  being  vocal  during  comment  periods  on  the 
Environmental  Impact  Statement,  by  sending  letters  and  postcards  to 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  by  being  part  of  public  actions 
like  the  Banner  drops  at  the  park  and  in  Knoxville,  and  in  so  many  more 


ways . 

Still,  our  work  is  not  done.  The  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM) 
has  decided  to  open  the  comment  period  on  the  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  again  (for  the  3rd  time).  The  issues  that  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the  Federal  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Agency,  SOCM,  members  of  the  Tennessee  delegation  to  the  United 
States  Legislature,  and  the  people  of  Tennessee  have  brought  to  the 
attention  of  OSM  have  not  been  addressed  adequately.  It  is  vital  that 
pressure  be  increased  on  the  Office  of  Surface  Mining  to  do  their  job, 
that  is  a complete  analysis  of  potential  dangers  to  the  area  affected. 

Flere  are  some  issues  that  SOCM  has  outlined  as  concerns. 

*OSM  has  failed  to  produce  convincing  evidence  that  AMD  (Acid  Mine 
Drainage)produced  by  this  area  can  be  effectively  predicted  and  treated. 

* The  preferred  alternative  (OSM  would  like  to  not  grant  the  Lands 
Unsuitable  for  Mining  petition  (LUMP)  that  we  have  filed,  and  instead 
have  each  potential  mine  file  its  own  Environmental  Impact  Statement-- 
Without  the  LUMP  some  environmental  damage  is  acceptable,  with  it 
environmental  damage  is  not  acceptable)  does  not  take  into  account 
cumulative  impact  of  numerous  individually  permitted  mines. 

* The  preferred  alternative  would  shift  the  burden  of  permitting 
individual  mines  from  the  federal  government  to  the  state,  creating  an 
unfunded  federal  mandate. 

* The  EIS  (Environmental  Impact  Statement)  did  not  include  a systematic 
inventory  of  the  impact  of  mining  on  threatened  and  endangered  species 
in  the  watershed  of  the  park,  as  required  by  law. 

* The  EIS  does  not  provide  information  on  the  economic  impact  of  mining 
the  watershed  on  state  and  local  economies,  especially  tourism. 

Our  time  to  save  Fall  Creek  Falls  is  drawing  to  an  end.  It  is  likely 
that  the  final  decision  will  be  made  in  the  late  Spring  of  this  year. 

We  hope  that  you  will  be  a part  of  this  near  final  push  to  save  the 
"crown  jewel"  of  Tennessee's  Park  System. 

We  ask  that  you  take  advantage  of  this  public  comment  period  to  write, 
fax,  email,  or  call  the  Office  of  Surface  Mining  to  share  these  points 
and  to  express  your  concern  about  mining  around  Fall  Creek  Falls.  Your 
comments  should  be  addressed  to 
Beverly  Brock,  Supervisor 
Technical  Group 
Office  of  Surface  Mining 
530  Gay  St.,  S.W.,  Suite  500 
Knoxville,  TN  37902 
telephone:  423-545-4103  ext.  146 
email:  bbrock@osmre.gov 

All  comments  should  be  state  that  they  are  regarding:  522  SMCRA 
Evaluation  OSM-PE-13  and  Environmental  Impact  Statement  OSM-EIS-32 
Thank  you  for  your  support  to  save  Fall  Creek  Falls. 

PEACE, 

Amy  S.  Mondloch 
SOCM  organizer 

Don't  Let  Fall  Creek  Falls  Down 

To:  tn-na@listserv. highertech . net,  tn-ind@listserv. highertech . net 

Subject:  Fall  Creek  Falls  Watershed 

Content-Type:  text/plain;  charset=us-ascii 

Content-Transfer-Encoding:  7bit 

X-Mozilla-Status : 0001 

Content- Length : 1871 

(SOCM)  http : //www. korrnet . org/ socm/ stripmin . htm#lump 

A portion  of  the  tragic  Trail  of  Tears  runs  through  this  area  and  is  also 
threatened.  Skyline  Coal  tated  that  since  only  3%  of  the  land  in  question 
is  Trail  of  Tears  land,  a designated  and  protected  National  Historic 
Trail,  that  should  be  no  impediment  to  their  mining  plans.  It  has  been 
stated  acidic  runoff  will  occur  and  destroy  aquatic  biota  and  render  the 
area  unsafe  for  humans.  The  trail  is  protected  up  to  a view  shed  of  300 
feet  and  all  totaled  it  amounts  to  about  2500  acres.  Further,  the 
historic  Black  Fox  trail  is  in  this  area  and  has  no  protection.  Also,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  some  200  native  sites  have  been  identified  on 


only  2000  acres  of  this  85000  acre  area  with  no  further  investigations 
conducted  to  see  if  more  exist.  The  Tennessee  Department  of  Archeology  ha 
stated  they  are  unsure  of  the  exact  path  of  the  trail  through  here  and 
recommended  more  study  to  find  the  exact  route  of  the  trail,  but  that 
also  went  unheeded  in  the  EIS  (Environmental  Impact  Statement).  Recently 
1500  acres  of  beautiful  land  in  Cane  Creek  Gorge  was  donated  to  the  State 
of  Tennessee  and  the  runoff  from  the  mining  will  seriously  damage  the 
environment  there.  Please  join  with  us  to  protect  this  pristine  area  and 
so  much  Native  American  past. 

Contact  Beverly  Brock  OSM  bbrock@osmre.gov 

Vice  President  A1  Gore  http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Mail/html 

/Mail_Vice_President . html 

DOI  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  bruce_babbitt@ios.doi.gov 
Don  Sundquist,  Governor  dsundquist@mail. state. tn. us 

- — "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  21  Feb  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Bland,  Kenneth  Lee 

#286-968 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  10/9/49 

Ancestry:  Chippewa  - Yellow  Hand 

Bobby,  Steve 
#164-828  FHC 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 

Brandon,  Harley  Daniel 
#193-849 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/8/40 
Ancestry:  Seminole 

Burgdorf,  Edward  Dale 
#503795  CMCC 
PO  Box  53 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102-0539 
Date  of  Birth:  8/15/68 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Billheimer,  Timothy  Edward 

#R145-111 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  10/29/60 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bobb,  David  L. 

# S1902 
Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bozeman,  David  Louis 
#279-452 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/39 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Burns,  Michael  Ray 
#168159  - 3CCC  HU  #7 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 


If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Navajo  Mountain,  Life  & Rainbows"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Ian  1999  22:26:42  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : Navajo  Mountain,  Life  & Rainbows 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Thinking  on  Navajo  Mountain,  life  & rainbows.. 

Rainbow  Guardians  said  to  me,  have  you  silver,  precious  stones,  pottery 
and  paintings  for  us.  Rainbow  Guardians,  Grandfathers,  yes  I said 
....tell  us  how  this  is  so.... 

My  hands,  work  white  metal-silver,  shaping  it  and  fashioning  a thought 
into  something  real,  ah... it  is  there,  turquoise,  jet  and  abalone,  cut 
and  worked  until  it  is  precious,  it  is  complete.... 

My  hands  gather  the  clay,  where  is  it,  digging  for  the  smooth  stuff, 
clean  it,  sort  out  rocks,  the  screen  and  soaking  it  for  months,  then 
stepping  into  it  to  make  it  soft,  what  will  it  be,  it  shapes  it  self  to 
be  laid  on  the  ground,  fired  for  strength,  it  is  complete.... 

My  hands  gather  the  dust  from  Red  Mountain,  the  valleys,  washes  and 
places  old  and  windblown,  taking  soft  rocks,  and  grinding  them  down, 
the  colors  streak  the  land,  searching  the  horizon,  yes  it  is 
there ...  gathering,  collecting,  setting  it  on  the  side,  my  fingers  guide 
me,  this  way  and  with  time  the  lines  become  straight,  a sand  painting, 
it  is  complete .... 

My  hands  under  the  sky,  how  do  I shape  a rainbow,  from  ancient  days, 
the  gifts  of  silver,  sand,  and  earth  made  pots  are  not  enough,  the 
source  of  spotted  lightning  is  where  they  live... the  rainbow  people 
say... what  have  you  brought,  is  it  as  it  should  be,  yes...  they  look 
and  can  see,  this  is  fine.... tell  us  are  you  ready,  do  you  know. 

My  hands  work  on  my  spirit,  it  is  shaped,  blown  in  the  hard  wind,  it 
has  a journey  of  many  winters,  I begin  to  sing  my  own  songs  and  make  my 
own  way,  these  things  you  find  in  the  tracks  left  behind,  the  journey 
is  timeless  and  the  effort  endless,  learning  from  life  and  I stand 
before  you  it  is  done.... is  it  a rainbow,  it  is  complete... 

It  is  beautiful ....  how  so... It  is  beautiful  to  the  front  of  me  It  is 
beautiful  behind  me  It  is  beautiful  to  the  left  side  of  me  It  is 
beautiful  to  the  right  side  of  me  It  is  beautiful  to  below  me  It  is 
beautiful  all  above  me  It  is  beautiful  all  around  me  In  beauty  is  is 
finished . . . 

Yes  my  granchild . . . . it  is  there.... see  how  they  say  Come  and  I can  see, 
my  grandfathers  motioning. ...  it  is  finished  I look  behind  and  this 
rainbow  has  been  my  life,  each  bend  shaped  by  my  own  hand,  the  colors 
from  experiences,  years  of  hopes  dreams  and  struggles,  I can  see  my 
hands  have  grown  old,  yes,  I come  my  father,  the  rainbow  is  complete. 

"RE;  a Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Feb  1999  22:51:01  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  94 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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TURNING  THE  WINE-CUP. 

Hail!  all  ye  children  of  this  land. 

A cheerful,  mirthful,  numerous  band. 
With  your  eager  faces 
And  your  graces. 

Come, 

Come, 

Come, 

Every  one 
And  let  us 
Take 
Hold 
Upon 
This 

WINE-CUP 

Yes 

This 

Great 

WINE-CUP, 

This  red  wine  cup. 

This  cruel  wine  cup. 

This  accursed  wine  cup. 

This  all-intoxicating  cup. 

That  from  the  ancient  times 
Has  been  filling  up  with  crimes 
And  with  anguish  and  with  tears 
And  with  sin  and  hate,  and  fears 
And  with  bitter  pains  and  dread. 

And  with  cursings  strongly  said. 
While  it  slowly  swelleth  higher. 
Higher,  with  an  all-consuming  fire 
That  from  out  the  lustrous  wine 
Darts  its  forked  flame,  to  twine 
'Round  the  victims,  like  a breath 
Mixed  with  want,  or  woe,  or  death. 

Ah  dear  children,  come  and  stand. 

One  great  Home  Guard  in  the  land; 

Take  this  treacherous,  guilded  cup. 
Right  side  up,  in  glebe  and  town. 
Which  always  should  be  upside  down. 
And  let 
The  fears 
And  wine 
And  tears. 

Escape 

Forevermore. 

-HOHN  P.  TROWBRIDGE. 


LAST  SATURDAY  NIGHT. 


At  the  Saturday  evening  meeting  last  week  there  were  present  the 
visiting  chiefs,  whose  names  are  given  elsewhere.  Ida  Swallow  was 
called  upon  to  play  a piano  solo  for  them,  and  her  selection  and  skilful 
rendition  pleased  them  greatly  as  was  evidenced  by  the  way  they  watched 
her  fingers  fly  over  the  keys.  It  was  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  chiefs 
were  proud  that  one  of  their  race  could  produce  sounds  so  charming. 


Black  Horn  was  then  called  out  and  introduced  by  Major  Pratt. 

"I  never  before  in  my  life  saw  anything  like  this/'  he  said.  "I  see 
you  here  from  all  over  the  United  States.  You  look  like  white  people. 
You  are  just  the  same  as  white  people,  and  I am  very  glad  to  see  you 
here.  I am  related  to  you  all.  You  are  of  my  race.  When  you  leave 
this  place  you  can  go  home  and  be  able  to  take  care  of  yourselves.  When 
I look  around  me  and  see  this  nice  house  and  all  these  wonderful  things 
it  is  just  like  a dream.  It  makes  me  feel  good  to  see  you  all  here." 

Next,  Big  Foot  was  introduced  by  the  Major.  He  was  dressed  as  Black 
Horn  was  in  citizens  clothing  and  wore  his  hair  long.  It  was  neatly 
brushed,  and  his  suit  was  of  good  fit  and  scrupulously  clean.  Straight 
as  an  arrow  he  stood  waiting  for  the  applause  to  cease  so  he  could  make 
his  opening  remarks. 

Isaac  Blount,  their  travelling  interpreter  translated  the  words  as  Big 
Foot  spoke: 

"I  wish  my  forefathers  had  had  these  opportunities.  Our  forefathers 
did  not  know  how  to  bring  up  their  children  as  you  are  being  brought  up; 
we  were  like  cattle.  As  I grew  up,  I learned  that  it  was  best  to  send 
my  child  to  school  as  you  are  here.  If  the  children  learn  to  be  like 
white  people,  they  will  learn  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  We 
have  land  at  home  for  you,  and  when  you  get  home  it  will  be  there  for 
you  and  you  will  be  able  to  earn  your  living.  We  do  not  know  anything, 
but  you  will  be  able  to  help  the  old  people  to  do  like  the  whites.  When 
you  get  home  your  parents  will  depend  upon  you  and  you  can  tell  them 
what  you  know.  I came  here  to  see  you,  and  I see  that  you  are  like  the 
white  people.  I am  very  glad  to  be  here." 

The  school  then  sang  most  heartily  "Send  the  Light,"  after  which  Major 
Pratt  used  the  occasion. 

He  first  spoke  to  the  chiefs  and  had  his  words  interpreted.  He  told 
them  that  they  had  been  kind  to  speak  to  us  and  that  we  were  glad  to  see 
them  here.  There  is  no  school  more 
(Continued  on  Fourth  Page.) 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price--  10  cents  per  year 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Mrs.  Lydia  E.  (Dittes)  Davis  who  is  now  at  White  Earth  Agency, 
Minnesota,  says  in  a business  letter  that  they  are  having  a very  cold 
winter. 


A letter  from  Fred  Penn,  Osage,  who  attended  our  school  years  ago 
shows  that  he  has  married  a white  young  lady.  He  sends  to  his  old 
teacher.  Miss  Carter,  a picture  of  his  handsome  little  baby  boy  of  which 
he  seems  very  proud.  Fred  has  been  on  the  police  force  of  the  Osage 
agency  for  sometime,  but  is  now  High  Sheriff  of  the  tribe.  We  notice 


on  his  certificate  the  names  of  Alex  Tallchief  and  Embry  Gibson  both 
ex-pupils.  The  former  is  Private  Secretary  to  Chief  Black  Dog,  and  the 
latter  Executive  Interpreter  for  Saucy  Chief. 


The  entertainment  to  be  given  by  the  band  next  Friday  night  in  the 
Opera  House,  Carlisle,  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  G.A.R.  Director 
Wheelock  will  present  a living  picture  that  has  never  been  excelled  by 
our  band.  His  arrangement  of  Tobani's  Civil  War  to  suit  the  times  and 
circumstances  of  the  Spanish-American  War  is  full  of  laughable  as  well 
as  pathetic  scenes.  His  band  numbers  61  members,  and  their  music 
compared  with  what  it  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  is  a great 
success.  25,  35  and  50  cents  admission. 


Ex-pupil,  Henry  Horselooking,  of  Rosebud  Agency,  has  married  and 
settled  down  at  the  Agency.  He  says  he  is  working  for  "Uncle  Samuel." 

He  thinks  the  Indians  of  that  section  can  do  better  at  stock-raising 
than  at  farming,  for  the  season  is  short.  In  mentioning  his  marriage, 
he  puts  it  thus:  "Excuse  me,  I did  not  live  by  myself  since  on  the  7th 
of  August,  1898."  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  thinks  he  is  entirely 
excusable  if  he  found  a good  young  lady  who  would  have  him  for  better  or 
worse.  He  was  ever  a faithful  student  here,  and  was  well  liked  by  all 
who  had  to  do  with  him.  He  was  a good  hand  on  the  farm  in  the  country, 
and  his  reputation  for  straight-forward,  honest  work,  was  excellent. 

What  was  ever  more  welcome  than  the  whistle  of  the  first  locomotive 
from  Harrisburg,  which  brought  the  mail  through  from  the  outside  world 
after  the  blizzard?  The  siren  on  the  frog  works  is  nothing.  By  the 
way:  Carlisle  had  among  her  visitors  a poet  not  long  since,  and  the 
siren  on  the  frog  works,  which  is  enough  to  wake  the  dead,  aroused  his 
curiosity  and  poetical  fire  until  he  brought  forth  this  rhyme,  found  on 
the  table  of  his  room  after  he  left: 

Oh,  list  to  that  sound  that  so  breaks  on  the  air. 

Like  the  winds  in  a blizzardy  fit  of  despair; 

Then  drifts  off  in  plaints  like  an  elephant's  laugh. 

Or  the  groans  and  bawls  of  a great  Unco  calf; 

Now  like  a fierce  lion,  in  rapturous  roar. 

Or  screech  of  a fog  horn  when  driving  ashore; 

A Catamount's  wail  in  a mountain  ravine. 

Where  naught  else  than  lynx  an  the  tiger  are  seen; 

Then  dwarfs  like  a convict  making  a lunge 
From  a huge  alligator  after  a plunge. 

A steam  organ's  notes  would  be  tame  to  compare. 

With  old  Vulcan's  bellows  so  high  toned  and  rare. 

While  the  coyotes  yelp  and  the  hoot  of  the  owl. 

With  the  jackass  bray  and  the  bulldogs  howl. 

Are  spread  to  the  breeze  on  wild  pinions  afar. 

As  though  gates  of  heaven  and  the  earth  were  ajar. 

Dust  list  once  again!  It  will  make  your  hair  bristle, 

0,  pshaw!  It's  that  pesky,  unearthly  old  whistle. 


We  have  with  us  a little  now-bound  visitor  - Master  Darvis  Butler,  on 
his  way  to  Virginia.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  seeing  that  time  hung 
heavily,  employed  the  young  gentleman  to  aid  in  the  arduous  reportorial 
duties  of  ye  HELPER  editor,  and  these  are  the  items  of  the  youthful 
reporter : 

90  large  boys  left  here  on  Tuesday  morning  to  clear  the  railroad 
tracks;  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  asked  for  30  boys  and  the  Reading 
Railroad  asked  for  60  boys  also.  The  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  boys 
were  served  lunch  by  the  Railroad  and  the  Reading  boys  had  their  lunch 
carried  to  them  from  the  school.  They  had  coffee,  bread,  butter  and 
eggs.  It  was  hard  work,  but  a kind  of  picnic  for  them. 

Mr.  Kensler,  going  to  his  home  in  town  Sunday  night  got  lost  in  a snow 
drift.  He  said  it  was  hard  getting  out  of  it  and  he  will  not  do  it 
again . 

The  trolley  came  out  on  its  first  trip  after  Sunday  morning,  on 
Tuesday,  at  5:15  P.M.  It  came  about  500  yards  from  its  usual  stopping 


place . 

The  first  train  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  after  Sunday  morning 
came  through  from  the  East  on  Tuesday  at  5:30  o'clock  P.M. 

There  is  a new  kind  of  goose  in  the  tailor  shop;  it  was  caught  in  the 
bone  house  by  one  of  the  tailor  boys.  They  call  him  Mr.  Crow. 

Mary  Barry  who  was  sick  for  a few  days  came  over  from  the  hospital  on 
Tuesday  and  took  her  old  place  at  waiting  on  our  table. 

On  Tuesday  evening  some  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  had  a coasting 
party  after  study  hour,  the  men  playing  horse. 


The  Commencement  Number  of  the  RED  MAN  will  contain  all  the  graduation 
orations,  a picture  of  the  entire  class,  and  a number  of  views  of  the 
school,  the  names  of  visitors,  and  a complete  account  of  everything  that 
is  said  from  the  platform  on  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  afternoon. 

In  no  other  place  can  a full  account  be  had.  Five  cents  for  single 
copy. 
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Bicycles  are  taking  a rest. 

Mail  trains  are  not  regular  up  to  this  writing. 

Did  you  get  a valentine?  Ask  our  foreman. 

That'll  do!  We  have  had  all  the  blizzards  we  want. 

Mrs.  Pratt's  and  Lincoln's  birthday  came  last  Sunday. 

Miss  Shaffner  has  returned  from  her  country  trip  among  the  girls. 

The  Hiltons  have  to  blanket  their  kitchen  clock  this  zero  weather  to 
make  it  go. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  mean  it  for  impudence  when  he  says 
"Shut  your  mouth"  out  in  the  cold  raw  air. 

Librarian  Sara  Smith  reports  that  the  best  cared  for  books  of  all 
taken  from  the  library  are  by  the  pupils  of  Numbers  6 and  7,  Miss  Pauli 
and  Miss  Robertson,  teachers. 

The  pike  for  several  hundred  yards  either  side  of  3udge  Henderson's  is 
fence-high  with  snow,  and  was  impassable  for  teams  till  it  was  shoveled 
and  plowed  out. 

Out  of  the  fifteen  male  graduates  this  year  there  are  six 
harnessmakers  - Chauncey  Archiquette,  3.  Jennings  Gouge,  Louie  McDonald, 
Corbett  Lawyer,  Thomas  Denomie,  and  Vincent  Natailsh. 

Lydia  Gardner  came  in  from  Lansdowne  to  have  her  picture  taken  with 
class  '99.  She  is  attending  High  School  at  Lansdowne,  having  taken  our 
course  and  more.  Lydia  returned  to  her  school  yesterday. 

The  band  went  to  Harrisburg  last  evening  to  blow  themselves  and  help 
blow  the  women  suffragists  into  public  recognition  as  beings  more 
important  than  THINGS.  Only  women,  Indians  as  Indians,  and  paupers  are 
deprived  of  voting. 

Miss  Senseney  held  another  of  her  choir  soirees  on  last  Thursday 
evening  in  Teachers'  parlor.  Some  of  the  costumes  of  her  guests  were 
grotesque  and  interesting,  and  the  evening  was  full  of  pleasant 
entertainment  and  surprises. 

Miss  Bowersox,  Miss  Kowuni,  Professor  Bakeless,  Mr.  Marshall,  Mrs. 
Given,  and  Miss  Annie  Morton  will  attend  the  societies  tonight,  the 
first  two  named,  the  Invincibles,  the  next  two,  the  Standards,  and  the 
last  two,  the  Susans. 

For  one  hundred  and  two  years  Carlisle  has  not  experienced  as  cold 
weather  as  on  last  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  those  were  the  days  that  two 
of  the  schools  went  sleighing.  On  Saturday  the  weather  was  not  so 
bitter,  and  the  Juniors  went. 

The  Dawes  bill  was  ably  discussed  by  our  pupils  on  Friday  night, 
before  the  visiting  Indians.  Joseph  Gouge  presided  and  the  speakers 
were  Dahney  George,  Amelia  Clark  and  Louie  McDonald,  Affirmative;  Edward 
Peters,  John  B.  Warren  and  Frank  Beale,  Negative. 

Scrubbing  is  disagreeable  to  most  students,  but  we  know  of  departments 
that  have  made  of  the  task  such  a pleasant  duty  that  students  beg  to 
scrub.  That  is  the  secret  of  good  management. 

Now  we  have  straw  boards  for  mailing  photographs,  light  weight  and 
sure  protection  from  breakage  in  the  mail  bag.  We  are  selling  more  of 


the  band  and  football  just  now  than  any  other  pictures.  They  are  14x18 
and  splendid  photographs;  80  cents  buys  one;  86  cents  by  mail. 

A valuable  acquisition  to  the  library  has  been  received  from  the 
Minister  for  Siam  - Visuddha,  who  recently  visited  the  school.  It  is  a 
facsimile  of  a copy  of  a letter  from  a former  King  of  Siam  to  a King  of 
Portugal,  and  one  of  a leaf  of  the  Bodleian  MS  or  Plygt,  c.i.  The  gifts 
will  prove  of  great  interest  to  the  history  loving  portion  of  our 
school . 

I.  Wells  Champney,  of  New  York  the  celebrated  artist,  is  coming.  He 
is  to  deliver  the  Tuesday  night  lecture,  commencement  week.  He  chalks 
as  he  talks,  putting  life  into  his  pictures  in  a most  infatuating 
manner.  His  lecture  is  mirth-provoking  as  well  as  serious  and 
artistic.  Tickets  will  be  twenty-five  cents.  This  lecture  is  something 
that  everybody  will  desire  to  hear.  Secure  tickets  at  Means'  and 
Richards'  after  Monday  next. 

Acting  Postmistress  Miss  Ely  put  up  where  all  could  see  it  at  the 
Office:  No  mail.  Then  Miss  Miles  coming  along  and  knowing  that  our 
supply  of  Chicago  beef  could  not  get  through  if  the  mails  could  not, 
wrote  under  Miss  Ely's  line:  No  meat.  A wag  taking  up  the  story  in  four 
words  added  a supplement:  No  eat,  and  thus,  the  placard  read:  No  Mail. 

No  meat.  No  Eat.  Finally  an  Indian  boy  added:  No  work. 

"I  hain't  got  no  rubbers."  - The  little  Indian  girl  in  line  who  called 
out  as  she  came  from  the  girls'  quarters  last  Monday  evening  on  her  way 
to  the  gymnasium:  "I  hain't  got  no  rubbers,"  little  suspected  that  there 
was  a friend  who  overheard  her  and  who  was  very  much  ashamed  of  the 
English.  Did  she  know  better?  Then  she,  too,  should  be  ashamed.  Did 
she  know  NO  better?  Then  she  must  profit  by  this  little  allusion  to  her 
mistake  and  learn  better.  Why"  Our  speech  places  us. 

The  wall  of  snow  in  front  of  the  boys  quarters  stands  man  high  and 
looks  like  a formidable  piece  of  breast-work  before  a fort  that  is  to  be 
held  at  all  hazards.  Mr.  Thompson  passes  through  a cut,  shoulder  high, 
as  he  goes  to  and  from  his  office.  In  the  shop-court  there  is  a drift 
through  which  the  men  pass  in  going  to  the  tin,  harness  and  shoeshops 
that  is  higher  than  a man's  shoulders.  All  the  walks  are  walled  on 
either  side  by  high  snow  banks.  The  eight-foot  fence  around  the 
athletic  field  is  almost  out  of  sight  in  one  place.  The  snow  is  dry  and 
packed  hard.  Before  it  became  so  packed  the  Indio-young  America  was  in 
high  glee,  when  dressed  in  overcoat  and  other  protection,  he  dove,  swam 
and  wallowed  in  the  "Beautiful,"  enjoying  the  fun.  In  one  drift  we  saw 
the  boys  jumping  from  a high  place  as  from  a long  springboard  into  a 
swimming  pool,  going  in  all  over  and  entirely  out  of  sight. 
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glad  to  see  the  chiefs  when  they  go  to  and  from  Washington  than  the 
Carlisle  school.  We  hope  they  will  not  pass  us  by,  ever.  We  are  glad 
to  have  them  stay  long  enough  to  get  acquainted  with  us.  There  are  70 
different  tribes,  and  yet  there  are  none  of  us  who  could  pick  out  those 
from  each  tribe.  Here  and  there  are  a few  known  by  the  tribe.  If  the 
chiefs  have  visited  the  quarters  where  the  students  room,  in  every  room 
occupied  by  three  students  they  found  that  three  tribes  were 
represented,  and  that  they  were  all  friends.  A Sioux  Indian  at  this 
school  does  not  think  himself  any  better  than  a Crow.  We  are  working 
together,  and  we  are  pulling  one  way.  That  is  what  makes  us  strong. 

You  can  see  that  the  children  do  not  look  as  though  they  were 
starved.  (Laughter  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs.) 

Then  the  Major  spoke  of  the  mind-food  we  were  giving  our  students,  and 
impressed  upon  the  chiefs  the  necessity  of  children  learning  to  help 
themselves,  and  of  keeping  them  in  places  where  they  may  learn 
independence.  He  pushed  and  pulled  and  did  everything  he  could  to  get 
them  out  and  to  become  self-supporting  and  self-respecting  men  and 
women.  He  had  many  people  here  to  help  him,  but  it  was  discouraging 
when  all  the  talks  they  heard  from  the  home  people  were  to  the  effect 
that  they  must  go  back  to  help  the  people  who  were  older  than  the 
children  and  should  be  helping  themselves.  He  gave  his  son  an 
education,  and  then  he  said  "Go  out  and  help  yourself."  He  did  not  say 


"Come  back  to  the  Carlisle  School  and  help  me." 

"I  want  you  to  come  to  see  us  again/'  continued  the  Major  "and  the 
next  time  you  come  I want  you  to  stand  up  and  advise  my  boys  to  get  out 
into  the  business  of  the  world  by  themselves  and  work  themselves  up. 

You  have  said  that  they  look  like  white  people,  and  they  are  like  white 
people,  but  this  thing  that  you  ask  my  boys  to  do,  is  not  like  the  white 
people,  it  is  like  the  Indians.  I want  them  to  become  merchants,  and 
farmers,  and  lawyers,  and  doctors,  and  to  do  what  is  right.  I want  my 
boys  to  be  able  to  stand  alone  and  to  be  independent  men. 

Your  land  is  not  worth  much.  It  cannot  help  you.  I never  owned  a 
foot  of  land  in  my  life,  and  I feel  that  I am  better  off  than  the 
Indian.  MANHOOD  is  what  we  must  have." 

Then  the  major  talked  most  earnestly  to  the  student  body  showing  that 
it  were  better  that  they  possessed  no  land  if  it  had  to  hang  about  their 
necks  to  drag  them  back  and  down.  Anything  that  held  the  Indians 
together  as  Indians  meant  their  destruction. 

We  should  not  be  willing  to  always  stay  in  the  A B C of  learning  and 
experience  when  by  the  right  kind  of  push  we  could  reach  the  Algebra 
stage.  We  would  be  foolish  to  stay  here  and  dig  for  lead  when  we  could 
move  to  yonder  mountains  and  get  gold. 

The  editor  of  the  HELPER  wishes  he  had  the  space  to  give  the  Major's 
address  in  full. 

All  who  heard  it  absorbed  the  spirit,  and  it  has  caused  more  comment 
and  aroused  more  thought  in  right  lines  than  anything  that  had  happened 
for  many  a day. 


A.  DEMURRER. 


Not  long  since  a letter  from  one  of  our  graduates  in  the  west  was 
printed  in  the  HELPER.  In  it  he  made  the  remark  that  he  did  not  care  to 
tie  himself  to  a wife  before  he  has  seen  something  of  the  world. 

A farm  mother  takes  exceptions  to  the  proposition  and  thinks  he  must 
have  meant  that  he  did  not  dare  to  ask  a nice  girl  to  tie  herself  to  him 
until  there  was  evidence  of  his  proving  a strong,  firmly-set  hitching 
post . 

William  Denomie,  '94  was  the  young  man  and  we  will  let  him  answer  for 
himself. 

There  is  such  a thing,  however,  of  planting  oneself  too  firmly  in  one 
spot  when  opportunities  for  broadening  and  strengthening  are  on  every 
hand,  and  we  trust  that  Mr.  Denomie  will  keep  to  his  original  plan  of 
getting  out  and  learning  more. 


A FAMILY  OF  BOYS. 


Mrs.  Griffin's  family  of  boys  at  the  Kearney,  Nebraska,  State 
Industrial  School,  (a  model  of  its  kind)  enjoys  reading  the  HELPER,  so 
she  writes,  and  thinks  it  a very  nice  little  paper.  She  says  they  are 

much  interested  in  the  news  about  the  Indians.  The 

Man-on-the-band-stand  congratulates  her  boys  in  their  desire  to  get 
reliable  news  and  that  which  shows  the  best  side  of  their  red  brother. 

The  Indian  is  not  what  history  in  the  main  pictures  him.  Don't  believe 

that  he  is  treacherous!  He  is  as  industrious  as  his  white  brother  after 
he  learns  now.  Don't  believe  that  he  can  learn  how  just  as  well  if  a 
few  people  are  sent  to  the  tribe  to  teach  him  as  he  can  if  he  is  allowed 
to  go  out  and  associate  with  good  people  outside  of  his  tribe!  Read  the 
right  kind  of  papers  and  you  will  get  the  truth  about  the  Indians. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  6 letters. 

My  1,  4,  3 one  may  sleep  on. 

My  1,  2,  5,  6 is  an  article  of  dress. 

My  whole  is  the  relation  that  the  Carlisle  School  stood  to  the  outside 
world  for  a part  of  the  week. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Chitoski  Nick. 


ANSWER  TO  ENIGMA  OF  WEEK  BEFORE  LAST:  Shoveling  Paths. 
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"RE : Poem:  Wired"  
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Sub j : The  title  of  this  poem  is  WIRED 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  giant  sucking  sound. 

All  that  is  good  and  fresh  and  vital 
Crossing  the  threshold  of  no  return. 

Silent  with  mouths  and  minds  wired  shut 
We  get  sucked  into  the  black  hole. 

We  don't  even  see  them  anymore: 

The  cable  wires,  the  telephone  wires. 

The  electric  wires. 

The  eagle  and  the  hawk  see  all 
Those  and  more. 

Worst  of  all 

From  high  up  in  the  Sacred  Sky, 

They  see  Mother  Earth  scarred  and  constrained 
With  asphalt  and  concrete. 

Long,  long  gashes  stretching  and  straining 
To  find  and  divide 

Serving  only  steel  and  plastic  missile  caskets 
Filled  with  human  remains. 

It  is  the  sound  of  death. 

It  is  the  smell  of  water  turning  into  dust. 

It  is  our  legacy  to  our  children  and  our  children's  children. 

But  after  all  is  said  and  done 
It  is  only  the  stuff  of  great  shame. 

"RE;  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Feb  99  04:41:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  2-8 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

2 

Listen  if  you  would  hear  the  music  of  the  land. 

3 

Imitate  nature  in  your  art. 

4 

Give  one  blessing  for  every  two  you  receive. 

5 


Never  refuse  a gift  of  the  land. 

6 

Heed  well  the  voice  of  your  heart. 

7 

Give  to  the  land  more  than  you  take. 

8 

The  song  of  the  sea  is  neverending. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  22  February  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  18  Feb  1999  11:05:12  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Electric  Powwow 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Cheyenne  Productions,  Inc. 

Presents 

"Electric  Pow-Wow" 

A dramatic  musical  performance  at  the  E.M.  Pearson  Theatre 
Concordia  University 
Saint  Paul,  Mn. 

February  18  - 28,  1999 
7:30p.m.  Thursday  thru  Saturday 
2:00p.m.  Saturday  and  Sunday 

General  Admission  $17.00  *Seniors  7 students  with  i.d  $14.00 
* 12  years  and  under  crowd  $9.00 
Concert  nights-  Hear  more  from  the  Singers: 

7:30p.m.  Tues.  & Wed.  2/23-24  ALL  TICKETS  $10.00 
SCHOOL  SHOWS  AT  THE  THEATRE! 

Feb.  25  $ 26  11a.m.  & 1p.m.  All  tickets  $5.50 

Call  for  Groups  of  12+  Ticket  Works  @ 612  343-3390 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW 

CALL  CHEYENNE  PRODUCTIONS  612  706  0414 

For  promo  information  call  the  Murphy  Group  @ 612  512-1155 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Danet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Date:  Wed,  13  Han  1999  11:35:21  -0800 

From:  "Edward  3.  Hall,  Dr."  <hallfamily@lewiston . com> 


Sub j : Pow  Wows 

Denver  March  Pow  Wow,  Denver  Coliseum, 

CO. 

American  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Montana 
University,  Bozeman,  MT 
Cheyenne  Arapaho  Pioneer  Days 
Celebration,  downtown  Clinton,  OK 

"RE ; Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  07:39:27  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  February  22-26,  1999 
MON  - 2/22:  Buffalo  Soldiers: 

Soon  after  the  Civil  War,  the  U.S.  Cavalry  recruited  and  trained  a group  of 
black  men  and  sent  them  westward  for  duty  in  the  Indian  War.  Some  historians 
refer  to  these  Indian  fighters  as  heroic,  while  some  tribal  members  refer  to 
them  as  traitors  and  villains.  What  was  the  true  history  between  the  Buffalo 
Soldiers  and  Native  America?  Guests  include  George  Carter  of  the  Buffalo 
Soldier  Society  of  New  Mexico. 

TUE  - 2/23:  Open  Lines  w/Kevin  Gover: 

Being  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  without  a doubt  one  of 
the  toughest  jobs  in  Indian  Country.  Ask  any  former  BIA  boss.  But  someone 
has  to  do  it  and  that  someone  is  Pawnee  tribal  member  and  attorney  Kevin 
Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  loin  us  as  we  field  your 
questions  and  concerns  about  the  Bureau. 

WED  - 2/24:  Book-of -the-Month : The  Trickster  and  the  Troll: 

This  is  a tale  about  Iktomi,  the  trickster  figure  from  Lakota  legend,  and 
Troll,  the  familiar  character  from  Norse  mythology.  Author  Virginia  Driving 
Hawk  Sneve  joins  us  to  talk  about  how  these  two  characters  meet  and  discover 
that  their  lives  maintain  very  similar  circumstances  in  regards  to  cultural 
survival . 

THU-  2/25:  Guatemala  Update: 

The  small  Latin  American  country  of  Guatemala  holds  one  of  the  world's  most 
horrific  human  rights  records  of  this  century.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Mayan  Indians  have  been  killed  by  the  Government  in  an  effort  to  force  the 
people  off  their  resource-rich  lands.  How  has  this  country  progressed  since 
the  Peace  Accords  were  signed  earlier  this  decade?  Guests  include  Rigoberta 
Menchu,  the  Guatemalan  Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient  and  human  rights  organizer. 
FRI  - 2/26/99:  Community  Wellness 

There  is  a wellness  movement  happening  across  Indian  Country. .. .native 
communities  are  banding  together  to  fight  alcoholism,  defeat  diabetes  and 
become  more  physically  fit,  among  other  things.  Has  the  Wellness  Movement 
hit  your  community  yet?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  guests  for  a closer  look 
at  the  communities  in  Indian  Country  that  are  working  together  to  improve 
community  health... on  the  next  Wellness  Edition  of  Native  America  Calling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Len  Anderson,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  nac@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3. 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  great  Indian  Radio  via  Real  Audio 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org/audio.html 


3rd  weekend  in  March: 
Denver, 

1st  weekend  in  April: 
State 

3rd  weekend  in  April: 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Alice  McCombs,  Zoltan  Grossman,  Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Doe  Cerrell, 

Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Brooke  Schiavi,  Spirit  Dove,  Hawaii  Nation  Info, 

Leonard  Peltier  Stichting  Netherlands,  Diane  M Kerr,  Ross,  Debra  Sanders, 
Danet  Smith,  Dustanoldman,  Robert  Dorman,  Lydia  Fernandez/Native  Americas 
Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Susan  Rinderle/Native  Americas,  Tusweca, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Martha  E Ture,  Bill  Gordon 
Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Barbara  Landis,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Christine  A Penney 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  3 17:43:06  1999 
Date:  Tue,  2 Man  1999  20:08:50  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.010 
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/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III o o 0 
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, , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  010  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' March  6,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cheyenne  drying  up  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Osage  moon  of  the  idle  days 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L,  Triballaw  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 


because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"To  all  Native  American  nations.  To  each  and  every  one  of  you, to  keepers 
of  a sacred  canunpa,my  dear  sisters  and  brothers  read  this  with  your 
hearts . ! " 

"In  these  divisive  times  according  to  the  prophesies  of  many  elders  and 
seers  of  these  times  and  those  that  were  before  us, our  ancestors, the 
spirits  are  very  close  to  us. Understand  that  those  who  have  an  affliction 
for  matter  and  money  are  there  in  great  numbers.  Reasonably  spoken  we 
cannot  counter  disputes  anymore  in  a court  of  justice, as  these  are  led 
and  ruled  by  those  of  this  society.  Some  of  you  have  recognized  that 
by  now,  others  not  yet  Wake  up  my  dear  brothers  and  sisters!" 

"Now  there  is  a path,but  this  is  dangerous,  A WARNING  is  in  place!" 

"When  you  care  about  all  your  relations  in  the  native  manner, and  you  walk 

your  way  in  life  in  this  manner  you  can  do  what  this  one  proposes. 

If  not  ,or  you  are  not  so  sure  take  yourself  to  the  sweatlodge, purify, and 
pray  for  self lessness, till  the  moment  you  are  sure  to  join." 

"Normally  we  ask  the  powers  to  come  in  and  help  us  with  what  we  want  and 

needjWe  are  in  this  prayer." 

"The  other  way  is, telling  what  is  going  on  and  telling  how  we  see  it  in  a 
sacred  manner, so  related  to  the  earth  and  all  our  relations, then  step 
back.  YOU  DO  NOT  WANT  TO  INTERFERE.  Dust  ask  the  spirits  to  help  us  out!" 

"Out  of  experience  I know  this  works, and  HOW!" 

"But  one  misstep  in  your  prayer,  BY  putting  in  your  so  many  things  as,  well 
you  name  it,  hatred,  your  own  judgement,  or  how  it  should  be  cured  or 
anything, YOU  WILL  GET  HURT." 

(we  have  to  humbly  let  the  powers  decide  what  to  do!) 

"So  lets  pray  for  all  our  relations  and  seven  generations  to  come. 

Thats  what  counts." 

HO  mitakuye  oyasin.  Old  snake 

Email : old snake@wo rid access . nlalt 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  i 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  ..  __  __  __  __  ..  ..  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

[ Dourney 

j The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 


| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | for  self. 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Many  Native  Peoples  and  those  who  support  them  made  sacrifices  so  that 
others  might  live,  so  that  our  dead  remain  in  their  resting  places,  so  it 
was  apparent  that  many  throughout  the  world  decry  Leonard  Peltier's  long, 
hate  filled  false  incarceration . 

Hundreds  fasted  for  Leonard,  hundreds  walked  507  miles  for  the  Buffalo, 
ending  with  Gary  Silk  dragging  a bull  head  by  skewers  pierced  through  his 
back,  hundreds  stood  fast  and  made  Miami  and  Dade  County  reconsider  their 
plans  to  develop  where  a Sacred  Circle  lay. 

Such  honor,  such  sacrifice,  such  love  should  stand  as  a living  monument 
to  the  strength  of  Native  People.  It  should,  and  it  will;  but  mark  my 
words  spoken  this  day.  Someone  will  attempt  to  tear  down  those  who  were 
so  strong  out  of  jealousy,  envy  and  their  own  self  pity. 

When  this  happens,  and  it  will,  remember  to  think  very  carefully  who 
this  barking  dog  is;  and  be  very,  very  careful  to  ask  if  anything  is  being 
accomplished  by  this  negative  attack  other  than  attempt  to  lower  another 
who  dared  to  stand.  Ask  what  comes  of  this  other  than  dividing  our 
people  against  each  other--again.  Who  does  this  serve? 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30107,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

"RE:  Crisis  at  Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Feb  1999  22:43:01  -0400 
From:  Carol  Halberstadt  <carol@migrations . com> 

Sub j : Crisis  at  Black  Mesa 

[Editorial  Comment:  Much  of  the  information  in  this  report  has  been 

included  in  previous  articles  forwarded  by  Robert 
Dorman,  but  the  situation  for  the  elders  on  Black 
Mesa  is  so  dire  it  bears  repeating.] 

Your  NANews  website  was  brought  to  my  attention--someone  emailed  that 
you  were  carrying  the  Black  Mesa  story  from  our  press  release.  I just 
went  to  your  website,  but  didn't  see  the  release  (the  page  I turned  up 
was  dated  2/18  but  earlier  than  when  I sent  it).  Dust  in  case,  I'm 
pasting  below  the  release  sent  via  PRNewswire  on  2/18,  and  an  update 
from  the  field, 
many  thanks, 

Carol 


SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION 

P.O.Box  1968  Kaibeto,  AZ  86053  DINETAH29@aol.com 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

ELDERLY  NAVADO  INDIANS  THREATENED  WITH  STARVATION 
SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION  FACES  LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS  ON  BLACK  MESA 
February  18,  1999 
Big  Mountain,  Arizona 

The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs  (BIA)  has  launched  a massive  campaign 
of  livestock  confiscation  targeting  the  elderly  Dineh  (Navajo)  families 
who  reside  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  created  by  the  1974  Navajo-Hopi 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


Settlement  Act.  This  area,  larger  than  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  is  the 
poorest  region  of  the  U.S.,  with  an  annual  per  capita  income  lower  than  in 
many  Third  World  countries.  The  elderly  people  rely  upon  their  livestock 
for  survival,  living  a traditional  subsistence  lifestyle  on  lands  their 
families  have  inhabited  for  hundreds  of  years. 

The  BIA  ended  a self-imposed  two-year  moratorium  on  livestock 
confiscation  in  January  by  mailing  notices  to  all  owners  of  livestock 
without  valid  permits,  with  impoundments  scheduled  to  begin  on  Feb.  15, 
1999.  People  who  have  not  signed  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  are  not 
eligible  for  permits.  Many  who  signed  leases  received  allocations  far 
below  the  number  needed  for  survival.  The  BIA  claims  their  sole  purpose  is 
to  protect  deteriorating  range  conditions.  The  people  claim  that  the 
problem  is  BIA  range  management  policies  outlawing  their  traditional  use 
of  separate  summer/winter  camps,  which  sustained  herds  4-10  times  larger 
prior  to  BIA  intervention.  This  current  BIA  livestock  impoundment 
continues  25  years  of  abuse  and  harassment  aimed  at  expelling  the  people 
of  Black  Mesa  from  their  homeland. 

While  the  BIA  claims  that  range  management  is  an  independent  issue,  the 
targets  of  the  impoundment  campaign  are  the  same  people  threatened  by 
other  policies  resulting  from  the  1974  Relocation  Act.  Over  12,000  people 
have  already  been  forcibly  expelled  from  their  homes,  and  many  government 
policies  have  been  designed  to  drive  out  those  remaining  on  their  land. 

For  30  years,  the  people  have  been  subject  to  a freeze  on  housing 
improvements  that  has  made  it  illegal  even  to  fix  a broken  window.  The 
government  routinely  confiscates  their  firewood  in  winter,  and  the  people 
have  been  stripped  of  their  civil  rights. 

It  is  imperative  that  these  people  be  protected  by  the  same  rights 
afforded  to  all  Americans  and  that  the  world  know  what  is  happening  here. 
The  people  threatened  by  the  planned  BIA  livestock  confiscation  are  all 
elderly  people  who  have  no  means  of  survival  other  than  their  traditional 
herding.  Zonnie  Whitehair,  the  owner  of  the  largest  herd  in  the  area,  is 
faced  with  the  confiscation  of  her  entire  flock  of  200  sheep.  Her  husband, 
Oscar,  died  in  December,  and  if  her  herd  is  taken,  she  has  said  that  she 
will  soon  follow.  Roberta  Blackgoat,  like  many  other  grandmothers,  faces 
the  possible  confiscation  of  her  entire  herd.  In  addition  to  losing  their 
primary  food  source,  the  grandmothers  would  lose  their  source  of  wool  to 
weave  rugs  that  provide  their  only  funds  for  survival.  As  she  has  stated 
in  reference  to  the  BIA  policy,  "This  is  not  range  management--it  is 
murder . " 

CONTACT:  Carol  Snyder  Halberstadt  Tel:  617-332-0290 

email:  carol@migrations . com 

email:  dinetah29@aol.com  Web:  http://www.migrations.com 


2/26/99- -UPDATE 

BIA  LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS  BEGUN- ELDERS  TARGETED-ANIMALS  TAKEN  FROM  CORRALS 

On  February  22,  while  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  was  attending  a community  meeting 
to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a negotiated  settlement  with  the  BIA  about 
livestock  impoundments,  the  BIA  confiscated  her  horse  from  her  corral.  The 
BIA  said  that  the  cost  for  Rena  Babbitt  Lane's  horse  for  capture  and  the 
first  two  days  impoundment  is  $883.00.  A horse,  says  Rena's  son,  costs 
about  $150.00.  This  is  hundreds  of  dollars  more  than  has  ever  been  charged 
to  ransom  and  redeem  an  animal. 

The  community  meeting  was  being  held  to  consider  the  BIA's  offer  to  hear 
the  Dine'  community  response  to  the  idea  of  a negotiated  settlement.  It  is 
another  demonstration  of  the  level  of  the  BIA's  credibility  while  they 
talk  about  their  interest  in  community  participation  and  involvement. 

Also  on  February  22,  two  donkeys  belonging  to  Anna  H.  Begay  of  Coal  Mine 
Mesa  and  two  horses  belonging  to  Ella  Begay  of  Coal  Mine  Mesa  were  taken 
from  their  corrals  by  the  BIA.  This  was  done  when  no  one  was  home  and  the 
women  were  attending  a community  meeting.  They  waited  for  the  BIA  to  come 
all  day  Monday,  and  when  they  went  to  a community  meeting  on  Tuesday  in 
Tuba  City  the  BIA  came  and  entered  their  corral  and  took  their  animals 
without  anyone  even  being  there.  The  people  had  been  told  their  animals 
were  safe  in  the  corral  if  they  were  not  grazing. 


On  Monday,  March  1,  the  BIA  has  said  it  will  take  66  of  the  76  sheep 
belonging  to  Caroline  and  Bert  Tohannie. 

I have  spoken  with  BIA  officials  in  Kearns  Canyon  who  have  said  to  me: 

"ten  sheep  are  enough  to  sustain  one  person."  I do  not  believe  this  is 
true.  This  feels  like  a policy  intended  to  starve  the  people  into 
submission  to  the  unjust  laws  of  1974  (P.L.  9531,  the  "Navajo-Hopi 
Settlement  Act")  and  1996  (the  "Accommodation  Act")  that  created  and 
perpetuate  this  tragedy  and  that  must  be  overturned. 

--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations.com) 

Native  American  art  and  crafts 
http : //www. migrations . com 

"A  generation  goes,  and  a generation  comes,  and  the  earth  abides 
forever."  (Ecclesiastes  1:4) 

"...then  weave  for  us  a garment  of  brightness, 
that  we  may  walk  fittingly  where  birds  sing..." 

(from  a Tewa  prayer) 

"Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens  and  look  on  the  earth  beneath, 
for  the  heavens  will  vanish  like  smoke  and  the  earth  wear  away 
like  a garment ..." (Isaiah  51:6) 

"RE : Petition"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Feb  1999  08:08:02  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Petition 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  24  Feb  1999  08:55:20  EST 
From:  KQuasey@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Following  is  the  petition  we  are  using.  We  have  a few  hundred  signatures 
from  this  weekend.  A good  turn  out  and  press  - Radio  Free  Europe,  a local 
station  of  National  Public  Radio,  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  the  Sun  Times 
pitching  the  event. 

A good  turn  out  too.  - Lots  of  support  from  inter  - faith  groups. 

PETITION  TO 

PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  3 EFFERSON  CLINTON  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONGRESS 

We,  the  undersigned,  fervently  petition  President  William  Jefferson  Clinton 
and  the  United  States  Congress  to  repeal  Public  Law  93  - 531  which 
authorizes  the  forced  relocation  of  the  Dine,  traditional  Navajo,  from 
their  ancestral  grounds.  This  law  violates  the  Dine's  religious,  civil, 
and  human  rights,  and  international  human  rights  agreements.  As  people 
who  honor  and  uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  we  vigorously 
object  to  Public  Law  93  - 531  which  is  an  affront  to  human  dignity  and 
American  values. 

In  addition,  we  call  for  the  immediate  closure  of  Peabody  Coal  Company's 
mine  operations  in  the  Big  Mountain  area  due  to  its  gross  neglect  of 
environment  regulations  and  decades  long  contamination  of  water,  land  and 
air  and  depletion  of  aquifers.  These  operations  are  endangering  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  Dine  and  the  American  people. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 


http://www.theofficenet.com/~redonman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

- — "RE:  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Feb  1999  23:55:58  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Peltier  again  denied  treatment 

1.  The  BOP  refuses  treatment  for  Peltier  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  (fwd) 

2.  LPDC  asks  for  help 

3.  Excerpts  from  Peltier's  upcoming  book 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  16:06:23  -0800 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : The  BOP  refuses  treatment  for  Peltier  at  the  Mayo  Clinic 
Please  post  widely 

From:  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.O.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 
bayou@blarg.net 

THE  BUREAU  OF  PRISONS  HAS  AGAIN  REFUSED  LEONARD  PELTIER  MEDICAL  TREATMENT!! 

The  Bureau  Of  Prisons  (BOP)  issued  their  statement  today  (which  is  below) 
on  Leonard's  condition.  Again  they  refuse  to  send  Leonard  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic.  The  reason  that  Leonard  has  refused  to  be  returned  to  Springfield 
for  any  more  treatment  is  that  last  time  he  was  there  they  almost  killed 
him.  The  BOP  says  that  they  give  inmates  medical  treatment  based  on 
community  standards.  In  Springfield  they  made  Leonard's  condition  far  worst 
and  almost  killed  him.  What  community  has  such  standards  of  medical  care? 

After  the  BOP  statement  was  issued  Leonard  was  denied  communication  with 
his  defense  committee. 

We  ask  that  everyone  who  believes  in  social  justice  to  express  their 
outrage  to  the  BOP.  Let  them  know  that  we  know  that  their  acts  are  nothing 
more  than  politically  motivated  torture  in  an  attempt  to  break  the  spirit 
of  Leonard  Peltier  and  those  that  support  him.  Please  send  as  many  messages 
as  possible  to  Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk  Sawyer,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons,  320 
First  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20534,  fax:  202-514-6878,  phone:  202-307-3198, 
e-mail  khawk@bop.gov  and 
swolf son@bop . gov . 

WE  WILL  NOT  GIVE  UP  THIS  STRUGGLE!!!! 

Arthur  I.  Miller 
NWLPSN 

Statement  From  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
Regarding  the  Current  Status  of  Inmate  Leonard 
Peltier  (89637-132) 

http : //www. bop . gov/ipapg/ipapelt . html 

(Inmate  Peltier  has  given  his  consent  to  release  the  following  information) 
The  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  is  receiving  many  inquiries  regarding  the 
health  and  well-being  of  inmate  Leonard  Peltier,  Register  Number  89637-132. 
This  informational  release  is  being  provided  to  all  concerned  parties 
regarding  the  medical  status  of  inmate  Peltier. 

As  with  all  inmates,  it  is  the  health  care  mission  of  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Prisons  to  provide  necessary  medical,  dental,  and  mental  health  services 
to  inmates  by  professional  staff,  consistent  with  acceptable  community 
standards . 

A thorough  review  of  inmate  Peltier's  medical  record  reveals  he  is  being 
provided  appropriate  medical  attention  addressing  both  his  medical 
complaints  and  his  medical  condition.  A medical  assessment  at  the  U.S. 
Medical  Center  for  Federal  Prisoners  in  Springfield,  Missouri,  in  1996, 
revealed  inmate  Peltier  suffers  from  ankylosis  of  the  jaw,  a condition  in 
which  he  has  stiffening  of  his  mandibular  joint  which  prohibits  him  from 


properly  opening  or  closing  his  mouth. 

In  February,  1996,  inmate  Peltier  underwent  extensive  surgery  to  enable 
him  to  open  and  close  his  mouth.  Following  this  initial  surgery,  inmate 
Peltier  was  seen  on  10  subsequent  occasions  for  manipulation  to  maintain 
proper  movement  of  the  mandibular  joint.  Additionally,  inmate  Peltier 
received  physical  therapy  twice  a day  for  two  months  which  included  the 
issuance  and  instruction  on  the  proper  use  of  a dental  device  to  perform 
personal  therapy. 

In  May,  1996,  inmate  Peltier  had  another  surgical  procedure  in  which  good 
opening  and  closing  of  the  mandible  was  re-established.  This  was  followed 
by  low-dose  radiation  to  reduce  the  risk  of  recurrent  abnormal  bone 
formation . 

In  October,  1996,  inmate  Peltier  returned  to  the  U.S.  Medical  Center  for 
Federal  Prisoners  in  Springfield,  Missouri,  for  the  removal  of  dental  arch 
bars.  He  then  refused  further  surgical  corrections  of  his  jaw  although  he 
was  advised  that  the  surgery  would  improve  his  ability  to  chew  food;  as 
well  as  receive  proper  dental  care. 

In  Duly,  1998,  inmate  Peltier  refused  a transfer  from  the  U.S. 

Penitentiary  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to  the  U.S.  Medical  Center  for  Federal 
Prisoners  in  Springfield,  Missouri,  for  further  medical  treatment  in  a 
correctional  environment  that  was  able  to  accommodate  his  needs  better,  and 
as  commensurate  with  his  high  security  classification. 

Inmate  Peltier  is  currently  being  seen  on  a regular  basis  by  institution 
healthcare  providers  for  his  medical  needs.  He  is  physically  able  to 
participate  in  institution  programming  and  activities. 

Inmate  Peltier  currently  has  a projected  release  date  of  October  11,  2040, 
with  a parole  hearing  tentatively  scheduled  for  May  of  2000. 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Date:  Tuesday,  February  23,  1999 
Sub j : HELP! 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Along  with  the  many  positive  actions  that  are  being  taken  on  Leonard 
Peltier's  behalf,  from  legal  strategizing  to  grass  roots  action,  comes  a 
need  for  funding  in  order  for  us  to  fully  carry  out  our  plans.  Attorney 
Eric  Seitz  is  taking  charge  of  the  legal  aspects  of  Leonard's  medical 
situation.  Jennifer  Harbury,  renowned  human  rights  activist  and  lawyer,  is 
bringing  in  several  new  lawyers  to  fill  in  the  gaps  of  Leonard's  defense 
team.  Our  team  is  growing  stronger;  but  while  these  lawyers  are  working 
pro-bono,  it  does  not  mean  the  work  is  for  free--there  are  legal  expenses 
that  must  be  paid.  These  are  to  be  paid  by  the  LPDC.  We  really  need  help. 

Also,  if  we  are  successful  and  Leonard  is  suddenly  transferred  to  the 
Mayo  Clinic,  we  need  to  have  an  emergency  fund  set  aside  as  we  will  need 
to  follow  him  and  make  sure  he  is  okay--and  report  this  back  to  you.  As  of 
now,  thanks  to  many  people  contributing  what  they  can,  we  are  covering  our 
office  over  head  expenses,  but  we  are  just  barely  squeaking  by. 

Also,  as  you  know,  plans  are  under  way  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing 
Conference  which  is  bound  to  be  successful  in  strengthening  our  network. 
Again,  we  need  help  with  funds  as  the  expenses  to  put  on  such  an  event  are 
quite  high.  A lot  of  these  expenses  must  be  pre  paid.  If  there  was  ever  a 
time  to  dig  deep  into  those  pockets  and  donate  to  the  LPDC  it  is  now.  Also, 
with  December  19th  and  February  6th  behind  us,  there  is  time  for  us  to 
organize  benefits  in  our  communities. 

Below  are  some  excerpts  from  Leonard's  upcoming  book: 

PRISON  WRITINGS,  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE, 
co-written  with  Harvey  Arden. 

It  will  be  released  on  Dune  26th,  1999.  You  can  read  these  excerpts  at 
benefits.  We  had  a reading  here  in  Lawrence  and  it  went  very  well  and 
people  were  moved  by  Leonard's  words. 

Please  help  by  donating  and/or  organizing  benefits.  Your  help  is 
appreciated  and  needed.  Thanks  to  everyone  for  all  your  work! 

LPDC  Staff  Collective 


PRISON  WRITINGS,  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE 
By  Leonard  Peltier,  co-written  by  Harvey  Arden: 

THE  TIME  HAS  COME  for  me  to  set  forth  in  words  my  personal  testament-not 
because  I'm  planning  to  die,  but  because  I'm  planning  to  live. 

This  is  the  twenty-third  year  of  my  imprisonment  for  a crime  I 
didn't  commit.  I'm  now  fifty-four  years  old.  I've  been  in  here  since  I was 
thirty-one.  I've  been  told  I have  to  live  out  two  lifetime  sentences  plus 
seven  years  before  I get  out  of  prison  in  the  year  Two  Thousand  and  Forty 
One.  By  then  I'll  be  ninety-seven.  I don't  think  I'll  make  it. 

My  life  is  an  extended  agony.  I feel  like  I've  lived  a hundred 
lifetimes  in  prison  already.  But  I'm  prepared  to  live  thousands  more  on 
behalf  of  my  people.  If  my  imprisonment  does  nothing  more  than  educate  an 
unknowing  and  uncaring  public  about  the  terrible  conditions  Indian  people 
continue  to  endure,  then  my  suffering  has  had--and  continues  to  have--a 
purpose.  My  people's  struggle  to  survive  inspires  my  own  struggle  to 
survive.  Each  of  us  must  be  a survivor. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE  my  inadequacies  as  a spokesman,  my  many  imperfections  as  a 
human  being.  And  yet,  as  the  Elders  taught  me,  speaking  out  is  my  first 
duty,  my  first  obligation  to  myself  and  to  my  people.  To  speak  your  mind 
and  heart  is  Indian  Way.  In  Indian  Way,  the  political  and  the  spiritual  are 
one  and  the  same.  You  can't  believe  one  thing  and  do  another.  What  you 
believe  and  what  you  do  are  the  same  thing.  In  Indian  Way,  if  you  see  your 
people  suffering,  helping  them  is  an  absolute  necessity.  It's  not  a social 
act  of  charity  or  welfare  assistance;  it's  a spiritual  act,  a holy  deed. 

I HAVE  NO  APOLOGIES,  ONLY  SORROW.  I can't  apologize  for  what  I haven't 
done.  But  I can  grieve,  and  I do.  Every  day,  every  hour,  I grieve  for  those 
who  died  at  the  Oglala  firefight  in  1975  and  for  their  families--for  the 
families  of  FBI  agents  lack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams  and,  yes,  for  the 
family  of  loe  Killsright  Stuntz--a  21-year-old  brave  hearted  Indian  whose 
death  from  a bullet  at  Oglala  that  same  day,  like  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of 
other  Indians  at  Pine  Ridge  at  that  terrible  time,  has  never  been 
investigated.  My  heart  aches  in  remembering  the  suffering  and  fear  under 
which  so  many  of  my  people  were  forced  to  live  at  that  time,  the  very 
suffering  and  fear  that  brought  me  and  the  others  to  Oglala  that  day--to 
defend  the  defenseless. 

And  I'm  filled  with  an  aching  sorrow,  too,  for  the  loss  to  my  own 
family  because,  in  a very  real  way,  I also  died  that  day.  I died  to  my 
family,  to  my  children,  to  my  grandchildren,  to  myself.  I've  lived  out  my 
own  death  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  now. 

Those  who  put  me  here  and  keep  me  here  knowing  of  my  innocence  can 
take  grim  satisfaction  in  their  sure  reward- -which  is  being  who  and  what 
they  are.  That's  as  terrible  a reward  as  any  I could  imagine. 

I know  who  and  what  I am.  I am  an  Indian--an  Indian  who  dared  to 
stand  up  to  defend  his  people.  I am  an  innocent  man  who  never  murdered 
anyone  nor  wanted  to.  And,  yes,  I am  a Sun  Dancer.  That,  too,  is  my 
identity.  If  I am  to  suffer  as  a symbol  of  my  people,  then  I suffer 
proudly.  I will  never  yield. 

IF  YOU,  THE  LOVED  ONES  of  the  agents  who  died  at  the  Dumping  Bull  property 
that  day,  get  some  salve  of  satisfaction  out  of  my  being  here,  then  at 
least  I can  give  you  that,  even  though  innocent  of  their  blood.  I feel  your 
loss  as  my  own.  Like  you,  I suffer  that  loss  every  day,  every  hour.  And  so 
does  my  family.  We  know  that  inconsolable  grief.  We  Indians  are  born,  live 
and  die  with  inconsolable  grief.  We've  shared  our  common  grief  for 
twenty-three  years  now,  your  families  and  mine,  so  how  can  we  possibly  be 
enemies  anymore?  Maybe  it's  with  you  and  with  us  that  the  healing  can 
start.  You,  the  agents'  families,  certainly  weren't  at  fault  that  day  in 
1975,  any  more  than  my  family  was,  and  yet  you  and  they  have  suffered  as 
much  as,  even  more  than,  anyone  there.  It  seems  it's  always  the  innocent 
who  pay  the  highest  price  for  injustice.  It's  seemed  that  way  all  my  life. 

To  the  still-grieving  Coler  and  Williams  families  I send  my  prayers 
if  you  will  have  them.  I hope  you  will.  They  are  the  prayers  of  an  entire 
people,  not  just  my  own.  We  have  many  dead  of  our  own  to  pray  for,  and  we 


join  oun  prayers  of  sorrow  to  yours.  Let  our  common  grief  be  our  bond.  I 
state  to  you  absolutely  that,  if  I could  possibly  have  prevented  what 
happened  that  day,  your  menfolk  would  not  have  died.  I would  have  died 
myself  before  knowingly  permitting  what  happened  to  happen.  And  I certainly 
never  pulled  the  trigger  that  did  it.  May  the  Creator  strike  me  dead  this 
moment  if  I lie.  I cannot  see  how  my  being  here,  torn  from  my  own 
grandchildren,  can  possibly  mend  your  loss.  I swear  to  you,  I am  guilty 
only  of  being  an  Indian.  That's  why  I'm  here. 

Being  who  I am,  being  who  you  are--that's  Aboriginal  Sin. 

NO  DOUBT,  MY  NAME  will  soon  be  among  the  list  of  our  Indian  dead.  At  least 
I'll  have  good  company--for  no  finer,  kinder,  braver,  wiser,  worthier  men 
and  women  have  ever  walked  this  Earth  than  those  who  have  already  died  for 
being  Indian. 

Our  dead  keep  coming  at  us,  a long,  long  line  of  dead, 
ever-growing,  never-ending.  To  list  all  their  names  would  be  impossible, 
for  the  great  majority  died  unknown,  unacknowledged.  Yes,  the  roll  call  of 
our  Indian  dead  needs  to  be  cried  out,  to  be  shouted  from  every  hilltop  in 
order  to  shatter  the  terrible  silence  that  tries  to  erase  the  fact  that  we 
ever  existed. 

I would  like  to  see  a redstone  wall  like  the  blackstone  wall  of  the 
Vietnam  War  Memorial.  Yes,  right  there  on  the  Mall  in  Washington,  D.C.  And 
on  that  redstone  wall- -pigmented  with  the  living  blood  of  our  people  (and  I 
would  happily  be  the  first  to  donate  that  blood) - -would  be  the  names  of  all 
the  Indians  who  ever  died  for  being  Indian.  It  would  be  dozens  of  times 
longer  than  the  Vietnam  Memorial,  which  celebrates  the  deaths  of  fewer  than 
60,000  brave  lost  souls.  The  number  of  our  brave  lost  souls  reaches  into 
the  many  millions,  and  every  one  of  them  remains  unquiet  until  this  day. 

Yes,  the  voices  of  Sitting  Bull  and  Crazy  Horse,  of  Buddy  Lamont 
and  Frank  Clearwater,  of  loe  Stuntz  and  Dallas  Thundershield , of  Wesley  Bad 
Heart  Bull  and  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder,  of  Bobby  Garcia  and  Anna  Mae 
Aquash...  those  and  so,  so  many  others.  Their  stilled  voices  cry  out  at  us 
and  demand  to  be  heard. 

PEOPLE  OFTEN  ASK  ME  what  my  position  is,  or  was,  in  AIM--the  American 
Indian  Movement.  That  requires  an  explanation. 

AIM  is  not  an  organization.  AIM,  as  its  name  clearly  says,  is  a 
movement.  Within  that  movement  organizations  come  and  go.  No  one  person  or 
special  group  of  people  runs  AIM.  Don't  confuse  AIM  with  any  particular 
individual  or  individuals  who  march  under  its  banner--however  worthy  or 
unworthy  they  may  be.  AIM  is  the  People.  AIM  will  be  there  when  every  one 
of  us  living  today  is  gone.  AIM  will  raise  new  leaders  in  every  generation. 
Crazy  Horse  belonged  to  AIM.  Sitting  Bull  belonged  to  AIM.  They  belong  to 
us  still,  and  we  belong  to  them.  They're  with  us  now. 

One  other  point  I want  to  make  about  AIM.  There  are  no  followers  in 
AIM.  We  are  all  leaders.  We  are  each  an  army  of  one,  working  for  the 
survival  of  our  people  and  of  the  Earth,  our  Mother.  This  isn't  rhetoric. 
This  is  commitment.  This  is  who  we  are. 

Yes,  we  can  each  be  an  army  of  one.  One  good  man  or  one  good  woman 
can  change  the  world,  can  push  back  the  evil,  and  their  work  can  be  a 
beacon  for  millions,  for  billions.  Are  you  that  man  or  woman?  If  so,  may 
the  Great  Spirit  bless  you.  If  not,  why  not?  We  must  each  of  us  be  that 
person.  That  will  transform  the  world  overnight.  That  would  be  a miracle, 
yes,  but  a miracle  within  our  power,  our  healing  power. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
P.0.  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Phone:  785-842-5774  - FAX:  785-842-5796 

URL : http : //members . xoom . com/f reepe It ier/ index . html 
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RE:  Peltier's  False  Extradition 


Date:  Tue,  2 Man  1999  17:46:14  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolf songs/Cherokee  Productions 
Sub j : Peltier's  False  Extradition 

Source: 

York  University's  'Excalibur'  newspaper 
Ian  27,  1999,  Vol.  33  Issue  20 
E mail:  excal@excal.on.ca 
Fax  416-736-5841 
Online:  www.excal.on.ca 

Osgoode  holds  Prisoner's  files 
By  Muthu  Padmakumara 

A box  filled  with  critical  legal  briefs,  including  FBI  reports, 
concerning  an  aboriginal  political  prisoner  rests  safely  in  the  Osgoode 
Law  Library  thanks  to  Professor  Dianne  Martin. 

The  documents,  filed  both  in  Canada  and  the  United  States,  show  that 
Leonard  Peltier's  1976  extradition  from  Canada  was  based  on  false  evidence 
supplied  to  Canadian  authorities  by  the  FBI. 

Peltier,  an  indigenous  North  American,  has  served  23  years  of  two 
consecutive  life  sentences  for  the  murder  of  two  FBI  agents  in  1975  on  the 
South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Since  then,  the  U.S.  government 
has  admitted  there  is  no  direct  evidence  linking  Peltier  to  the  crime. 

"It  is  very  important  that  the  search  for  the  truth  continues  and  through 
this  donation  others  can  retrace  my  steps,"  said  Martin  in  her  address  to 
the  50  people  gathered  in  Osgoode 's  Moot  Court  January  21. 

Martin  was  honoured  for  her  years  of  contribution  to  the  Peltier  case 
during  the  presentation.  She  began  her  work  on  the  case  in  1987. 

Martin's  collection,  entitled  The  Extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier  from 
Canada,  includes  important  Freedom  of  Information  Act  documents  including 
FBI  reports  and  memoranda  that  spell  out  Peltier's  case. 

The  Osgoode  law  professor  said  she  donated  the  materials  to  'prevent 
distortion  and  to  show  what  the  record  really  looks  like." 

"The  purpose  of  the  donation  was  to  make  the  documents  a part  of  a 
permanent  library  collection  making  materials  difficult  to  get  available 
to  the  public,"  says  Martin. 

Presently,  Canada's  Ministry  of  Justice  is  looking  into  Peltier's  false 
extradition  from  Canada  and  the  U.S.  is  consider  his  appeal  for 
clemency 


"RE : Canada  gags  Wolverine"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Feb  1999  08:25:36  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Canada  gags  Wolverine:  Urgent  Action 

: - : - :S.I .S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Feb.  22,  1999  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

CANADA  THREATENS  ELDER  WITH  PRISON  IF  HE  DOESN'T  SHUT  UP:  EMAIL  ACTION 
The  elder  at  the  center  of  a stand  by  Shuswap  traditionalists  resisting  a 
massive  paramilitary  operation  mounted  against  their  defence  of  the  sacred, 
unceded  Ts'peten  Sundance  grounds  near  Gustafsen  Lake,  has  been  threatened 
with  re-imprisonment  should  he  accept  a speaking  invitation  from  a class  of 
students  at  a community  college  in  Kamloops. 

Earlier  this  week  the  67  year  old  Shuswap  activist  was  visited  at  home  on 
the  Adams  Lake  Indian  Reserve  by  two  parole  officers  from  the  Kamloops  area 
Parole  Office  who  advised  him  that  his  parole  would  be  revoked  and  he  would 
be  returned  to  custody  if  he  discussed  the  Gustafsen  affair. 

"What  happened  is  I had  a speaking  engagement  March  4th,  where  I was  going 
to  bring  out  the  truth  of  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  They  more  or 
less  threatened  to  send  me  back  to  prison  if  I speak  out.  I said  all  I'm 
bringing  out  is  the  truth.  If  this  truth  hurts  some  people  then  those 
people  must  have  lots  to  hide,"  said  Wolverine.  "All  the  wrongdoings  of  the 
RCMP,  Courts,  government  officials  like  BC  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh, 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Privy  Council.  This  is  the  reason  for  the 


cover-up,  because  people  in  high  places  are  involved.  This  is  the  reason 
for  the  attempt  to  gag  me." 

"We  don't  have  no  civil  liberties  or  human  rights  here,  especially  when 
the  Attorney  General  with  so  much  to  hide  is  also  the  BC  Minister  of  Human 
Rights,  the  same  man  who  authorized  shoot-to-kill  orders  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 
All  we  are  asking  for  is  a public  inquiry.  I should  not  even  be  on  parole, 

I did  nothing  wrong.  But  there  was  a "smear  and  disinformation"  campaign 
that  included  the  RCMP,  mainstream  media  here  like  the  Vancouver  Sun,  the 
Vancouver  Province,  the  Globe  and  Mail,  CKNW  radio,  BCTV,  CBC.  They  brought 
out  the  lies  for  the  politicians  and  the  RCMP  who  demonized  the  Sundancers 
at  Gustafsen  Lake.  And  now  they're  trying  to  hide  the  hollow  point 
ammunition,  the  landmines  and  concussion  grenades  and  the  ' Rambo-types ' 
that  were  up  there.  I'm  telling  the  truth  and  we're  asking  for  a public 
inquiry,  so  I'm  told  I can't  speak  on  Gustafsen  Lake.  Well  I won't  accept 
any  gag  order  and  I told  that  to  my  Parole  Board." 

CFUV  Radio  in  Victoria,  in  a telephone  interview  conducted  Thursday  with 
the  Regional  Manager  of  the  National  Parole  Board,  Mike  Halco,  elicited  the 
admission  that  the  NPB  had  not  placed  any  gag  orders  or  conditions  upon 
Wolverine.  "If  they've  done  that,  it's  not  a decision  by  the  National 
Parole  Board,"  said  Halco.  Furthermore,  Halco  said  any  variance  sought  by 
the  Kamloops  Parole  Office  of  the  Canadian  Corrections  Service,  would 
require  reasons  to  be  communicated  to  the  National  Parole  Board,  as  the 
lead  agency.  No  such  reasons  or  variance  had  been  received  by  the  National 
Parole  board.  Personnel  at  the  Kamloops  office  were  unavailable  for 
comment.  This  latest  BC  based  move  is  simply  the  latest  desperate  attempt 
to  maintain  an  ongoing  Gustafsen  cover-up. 

The  increasing  pressure  for  a public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  1995 
armed  standoff  has  resulted  in  renewed  attempts  to  suppress  and  silence 
those  speaking  out.  Although  a huge  and  much-reported  RCMP  Public 
Complaints  Commission  is  looking  into  allegations  of  excessive  force  and 
interference  against  student  protesters  at  UBC  during  the  1997  Vancouver 
APEC  Summit,  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  has  been  refused.  "I  believe  the 
matters  have  been  absolutely  and  completely  aired  at  trial  and  through  the 
appeals,"  said  BC's  NDP  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh.  Even  the  supposedly 
progressive  NDP  Member  of  Parliament  Svend  Robinson  has  refused  the  demands 
of  Apec  protesters  to  support  an  inquiry  call.  "I  am  unable  to  support  the 
call  for  a public  inquiry. . . my  New  Democratic  colleagues  and  I will 
continue  to  support  the  treaty  negotiation  process  in  BC,  including  the 
recently  concluded  Nisga'a  treaty.  This  process,  while  often  painstakingly 
slow  and  difficult,  is  certainly  preferable  to  taking  up  guns  and  violence, 
as  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1995,"  said  Robinson. 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark  has  stated  that:  "the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have 
been  dealt  with  appropriately  by  our  criminal  justice  system.  The  Province 
has  no  intention  of  reviewing  this  matter  through  a public  inquiry."  Dane 
Stewart  Canada's  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  deflected  the  inquiry  call  back 
to  BC.  "It  would  be  appropriate  for  you  to  direct  to  the  respective 
provincial  government  any  calls  to  conduct  an  inquiry  into  allegations  of 
misconduct  by  provincial  officials  and  the  province's  police  force...  all 
matters  pertaining  to  law  enforcement  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  province." 

This  is  patent  nonsense  and  there  are  compelling  reasons  and  precedents 
for  a federal  inquiry. 

There  is  a continuing  coverup  and  conspiracy  to  silence  still  emerging 
revelations  of  what  really  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  Those  who  persevere 
are  subjected  of  official  harassment,  intimidation  and  silencing.  This  is 
directly  related  to  the  serious  nature  of  the  sovereignty  challenge  posed 
by  the  arguments  of  Wolverine  and  other  traditional  sovereigntists  fighting 
to  expose  the  crooked  conspiracy  surrounding  the  fraudulent  and 
demonstrably  illegal  land  theft  and  usurpation  by  the  settler  state  system. 

Dr.  Tony  Hall  of  the  Department  of  Native  American  studies  at  the 
University  of  Lethbridge,  put  it  this  way:  "...especially  grave  questions 
arise  about  the  political  use  of  police  to  stifle  or  discredit  [native 
sovereignty]  arguments  that  the  governments  of  the  day  don't  want  to  enter 
general  circulation...  the  by  now  familiar  references  to  the  RCMP  "smear" 


campaign,  as  I see  it,  have  worked  so  well  that  otherwise  skeptical  people 
seem  to  have  decided  that  they  know  enough  not  to  want  to  know  anymore 
about  what  happened.  It's  time  that  the  whole  relationship  between  Indian 
Country,  the  RCMP  and  the  rule  of  law  be  examined  in  a deep  and  thoughtful 
way. " 

PLEASE  PROTEST  IN  THE  STRONGEST  POSSIBLE  WAY,  THE  THREATENED 
RE- INCARCERATION  OF  SHUSWAP  ELDER  WOLVERINE  FOR  REFUSING  TO  SHUT  UP  ABOUT 
HIS  RIGHTS  AND  THE  OUTRAGES  COMMITTED  AGAINST  HIM  AND  OTHERS  AT  GUSTAFSEN 
LAKE.  DEMAND  THAT  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  ALL  ASPECTS  OF  THE  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 
MATTER  BE  CONVENED! 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada  lean  Chretien:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov. be . ca 

STOP  THE  GAGGING  AND  THREATENED  IMPRISONMENT  OF  WOLVERINE: 

Solicitor-General  of  Canada,  Lawrence  MacAulay  (Minister  responsible  for 

Corrections  and  Parole  matters)  DO  NOT  IMPRISON  WOLVERINE! 

MacAu  L@parl . gc . ca 

PLEASE  CC:  sisis@envirolink.org 

10IN  THOSE  DEMANDING  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW! 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 

Some  of  those  calling  for  a public  inquiry  include: 

Lil'Wat  Estken,  Moloqhil  Tinamat,  Defensoria  Maya  (Guatemala),  Te  Ropa 
Maori,  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP),  Green 
Group  of  the  European  Parliament,  The  Black  Community  Collective,  Black 
Autonomy  International,  The  Afrikan  Frontline  Network,  Anti-Racist  Action 
(ARA),  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (SISIS),  NW  Leonard 
Peltier  Support  Network,  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  (ARC),  Council  of 
Canadians  (Victoria),  Building  Bridges  to  Chiapas,  National  Green  Party  of 
Canada,  Ramsey  Clark  - former  US  Attorney  General  and  counsel  to  Leonard 
Peltier,  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  Free  Wolverine  Campaign,  Incomindios, 
For  Mother  Earth/Kola  (Belgium),  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  League  of 
Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  American  Indian  Movement  (Florida),  National 
Campus/Community  Radio  Association  (NCRA),  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees  (CUPE),  Teaching  Support  Staff  Union  (TSSU-SFU),  IWW,  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students,  and  many  more... 

"The  political  terrorism  waged  against  Indigenous  Peoples  and  the 
manipulation  of  the  crisis  by  the  Canadian  authorities  continue  to  remain 
as  root  causes  of  the  conflict  which  erupted  at  Ts'peten.  From  the 
beginning,  the  Canadian  Government  and  the  provincial  authorities  of 
British  Columbia  attempted  to  criminalize  the  Sundance  Camp  defenders 
without  addressing  the  underlying  issues  of  sovereign  rights  on  unceded 
indigenous  territories . " --  Indigenous  Peoples  Alliance,  September  1995 

"Smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty."  --  RCMP  Media  Liaison  for  BC,  Peter 
Montague,  September  1995,  RCMP  videotaped  strategy  session,  disclosed  at 
trial. 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  - WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  DUDLEY  GEORGE 
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P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Wolverine  Will  Speak"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Mar  1999  08:02:59  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Wolverine  will  speak:  Canada  backs  down 

: - : - :S.I .S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Mar.  1,  1999  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

WOLVERINE  WILL  SPEAK:  CANADA  BACKS  OFF  THREATENED  RE-IMPRISONMENT  OF  ELDER 
Recently  paroled  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  has  been  advised  by  federal  parole 


officers  of  the  Canadian  Corrections  Service  that  he  will  be  "permitted"  to 
speak  to  students  of  a Kamloops  Community  College.  Last  month.  Wolverine 
was  told  that  accepting  the  speaking  invitation  could  result  in  his 
re-imprisonment,  although  National  Parole  Board  spokespersons  claimed  no 
such  conditions  had  been  placed  upon  the  67  year  old  Shuswap  freedom 
fighter  by  them. 

The  BC  based  attempt  to  threaten  and  silence  Mr.  Ignace  was  apparently 
abandoned  after  a flood  of  emails  were  received  by  federal  and  provincial 
politicians,  voicing  outrage  at  the  intimidation  attempt. 

Yet  both  the  BC  NDP  provincial  government  and  the  federal  Liberal 
government  of  Canada  continue  to  resist  a persistent  and  growing  campaign 
for  a public  inquiry  into  the  excesses  and  irregularities  swirling  around 
the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis.  In  that  1995  incident,  the  largest  paramilitary 
operation  in  Canadian  history  was  mounted  against  Shuswap  traditionalists 
who  were  defending  unceded,  sacred  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten  near 
Gustafsen  Lake.  The  operation  involved  the  highest  levels  of  the  Canadian 
state  and  many  allege  that  a continuing  coverup  is  still  in  progress. 
WOLVERINE  SAYS:  "KUK-STAM"  (THANK  YOU!)  TO  ALL  WHO  PARTICIPATED  IN  THIS 
SUCCESSFUL  CAMPAIGN  AND  ASKS  FOR  CONTINUING  PRESSURE  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY! 

More  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 

To  sign  the  petition  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen,  please  visit 
<http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/support.html>  or  send  an  email 
to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  line,  and  your 
name,  city  of  residence  and  the  words  "I  support  the  petition  for  a full 
public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis"  in 
the  body  of  the  message. 
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P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 
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"RE : Montana  Buffalo  Slaughter"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Feb  1999  08:17:45  -0800 
From:  "Tom  Beno"  <tombeno@oz . net> 

Sub j : Montana  Buffalo  Slaughter 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Indians  gather  at  Yellowstone  to  protest  buffalo  killings 

GARDINER,  Montana  (AP)  --  Witnessing  a ritual  unseen  for  a century,  a 
hundred  members  of  American  Indian  tribes  gathered  in  Gardiner  on  Saturday 
on  a pilgrimage  seeking  an  end  to  the  killing  of  bison  that  wander  out  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Those  who  made  the  pilgrimage  are  bearing  witness  to  the  sacred 
relationship  between  the  buffalo  and  Indians,  said  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  a 
traditional  Lakota  Sioux  leader  who  helped  organize  and  led  the  event. 

For  many  Indians,  eating  the  flesh  of  bison  is  comparable  in  religious 
significance  to  Holy  Communion  among  Christians,  who  symbolically  eat  the 
flesh  and  drink  the  blood  of  Christ,  Chasing  Horse  said. 

For  Montana  cattle  ranchers,  however,  it's  a matter  of  killing  animals 
they  fear  will  carry  disease  to  their  herds. 

By  Saturday,  the  pilgrims  had  finished  a journey  of  about  500  miles  over 
20  days,  many  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  across  prairie  and  mountains  from 
Rapid  City  in  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota  to  this  gateway  town  at  the 
north  entrance  of  Yellowstone. 

The  buffalo,  or  American  bison,  was  a life-giver  to  the  Plains  Indians, 
providing  meat,  skins  and  bone  that  could  be  shaped  into  implements.  In  the 
Lakota  language,  the  buffalo  is  Tatanka  Oyate,  which  means  "He  who  owns  us, 
indicative  of  the  animal's  central  importance  to  the  culture  of  the  tribes. 

In  a two-hour  ceremony  Saturday  on  a windswept,  muddy  field,  just  inside 


massive  stone  arch  that  marks  the  entrance  to  the  country's  oldest  national 
park,  the  gathering  prayed  and  sang. 

"Long  ago,  the  buffalo  gave  his  blood  for  us.  Today,  we  give  our  blood  for 
him,"  Chasing  Horse  told  the  crowd. 

Then  Gary  Silk,  a Lakota  activist  from  South  Dakota,  removed  his  shirt. 
Others  thrust  sharp  sticks  through  his  skin  in  two  places  just  below  the 
shoulder  blades.  The  sticks  were  left  in  place,  a rope  was  attached  to  each, 
and  a ceremonial  buffalo  skull  was  tied  to  the  other  end  of  each  rope. 

Silk  then  danced  slow  circles  around  the  gathering  of  about  250  Indians 
and  white  spectators,  as  blood  trickled  down  his  back  from  the  two  wounds. 
Many  people  --  women  and  men,  Indians  and  non-Indians  --  wept  as  they 
looked  on. 

Then  another  man  sat  on  the  skulls.  Silk  took  hold  of  a horse's  tail,  and 
the  horse  pulled  him  away  from  the  skulls,  tearing  the  sticks  free  from 
Silk's  flesh.  Others  applied  traditional  medicines  to  stop  the  bleeding  and 
disinfect  the  wounds. 

The  ritual  has  not  been  performed  in  over  100  years.  Chasing  Horse  said. 
Until  Saturday,  it  has  never  been  seen  by  white  people,  he  said. 

Joining  the  Lakota  Sioux  were  representatives  of  tribes  from  as  far  away 
as  New  York  and  Arizona,  including  the  Algonquin,  Apache,  Assiniboine, 
Blackfeet,  Crow,  Navajo,  Nez  Perce,  Northern  Cheyenne,  Southern  Ute  and 
Tuscarora . 

"Our  prophesy  says  that  if  the  buffalo  disappear,  the  Lakota  will 
disappear,"  Chasing  Horse  said.  "We  want  to  protect  the  last  free-roaming 
herd . " 

When  winter  snowfall  is  heavy,  Yellowstone  bison  seeking  forage  often 
wander  out  of  the  park  and  into  nearby  Montana. 

But  Montana  livestock  officials  say  about  half  of  the  Yellowstone  bison 
are  infected  with  brucellosis,  a disease  which  can  cause  cows  to  abort 
their  calves  and  can  cause  undulant  fever  in  humans. 

During  the  winter  of  1996-97,  Montanans  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter  1,100 
bison,  more  than  a third  of  the  park  herd,  under  a federal-state  management 
plan  designed  to  protect  their  multimillion-dollar  cattle  industry  from 
brucellosis . 

Critics  have  disputed  the  likelihood  of  the  disease  spreading  to  cattle, 
and  have  blasted  Montana's  policy  as  being  based  on  cowboy  politics  rather 
than  solid  science. 

The  National  Academy  of  Sciences  studied  the  issue  and  said  there  was  a 
small  but  real  risk  of  bison  passing  the  disease  to  cattle. 

"We  don't  view  this  as  a cattle  vs.  bison  issue.  It's  a straight  disease 
issue.  ...  We'd  like  to  get  this  resolved  and  cleaned  up,"  said  Marc 
Bridges,  acting  administrator  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock. 

Park  officials  generally  believe  it  is  inappropriate  to  intervene  any  more 
than  necessary  in  what  they  regard  as  a free-ranging  herd  of  native  wild 
animals . 

The  controversy  dates  back  about  15  years.  In  the  mid  1980s,  Montana 
authorized  a public  hunting  season  for  bison.  That  led  to  television  news 
footage  of  hunters  shooting  stationary  beasts,  which  then  toppled  over, 
spilling  their  blood  onto  the  snow. 

It  was  a public  relations  fiasco.  By  the  early  1990s,  the  state  ended 
civilian  bison  hunting  but  said  animals  that  wandered  into  Montana  could  be 
shot  by  state  livestock  officials  or,  when  possible,  herded  back  into 
Yellowstone  by  park  rangers. 

Under  a modified  policy  now  in  effect,  bison  that  wander  out  of  the  park 
are  corralled  and  tested  for  brucellosis.  Animals  that  test  positive  are 
shipped  to  slaughter;  those  that  test  negative  are  either  released  onto 
national  forest  land  near  the  park  or  hazed  back  inside  the  park. 

This  winter  has  been  mild  and  bison  have  not  left  the  park  in  such  large 
numbers  as  they  did  two  years  ago.  As  of  Friday,  Montana  livestock  agents 
had  captured  and  shipped  to  slaughter  17  bison.  At  least  500  bison  had  been 
hazed  back  into  the  park.  State  and  federal  officials  are  working  on  a new, 
long-range  bison  management  plan. 

http: //cnn . com/US/9902/27/indians .bison . ap/index. html 


RE:  NAs  Walk  for  the  Buffalo 


Date:  Tue,  23  Feb  1999  21:57:18  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub  j : Native  Americans  Walk  for  the  Buffalo 

I saw  this  article  today  too,  and  it's  online.  Here's  the  URL: 
http : //www. gomontana . com/News/news . html 

This  reporter  has  written  a number  of  articles  about  the  buffalo 
slaughter  and  protests  in  Montana  and  has  seemed  fair  from  the  outset. 
The  Bozeman  paper  has  a searchable  database  --  you  can  enter  the  keyword 
"bison"  and  find  a number  of  articles,  editorials,  and  letters  to  the 
editors  on  the  subject.  To  my  great  surprise,  the  majority  are  not  in 
favor  of  the  cattlemen's  campaign  to  eradicate  buffalo! 

Janet 


Check  out  today's  Bozeman  Chronicle.  This  will  run  state-wide. 


Native  Americans  walk,  ride  on  behalf  of  Yellowstone  bison 
By  SCOTT  McMILLION 
Chronicle  Staff  Writer 

LIVINGSTON  --  For  many  Native  Americans,  eating  the  flesh  of  bison  is 
comparable  to  the  symbolic  eating  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
during  holy  communion,  according  to  a Lakota  Sioux  religious  leader. 

"The  symbolic  meaning  is  the  same,"  said  Joe  Chasing  Horse.  "The  buffalo 
sacrifices  itself  for  the  benefit  of  the  world."  Chasing  Horse  is 
spokesman  for  a group  of  Indians  that  are  taking  turns  walking  or  riding 
horses  on  a trek  from  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  to  Yellowstone  National  Park.  They 
arrived  here  Monday. 

The  goal  of  the  walk  is  to  raise  awareness  about  the  spiritual 
significance  of  bison  and  the  large  role  they  play  in  native  cultures,  he 
said . 

"This  is  not  about  civil  disobedience  or  protest,"  he  said.  "That's  not 
our  objective.  Our  objective  is  to  create  a future  for  the  buffalo  and 
everyone . " 

He  said  he  is  not  offering  complete  solutions  to  the  controversial  bison 
plan  now  in  place,  which  calls  for  animals  that  leave  Yellowstone  to  be 
hazed,  trapped  or  shot  when  they  enter  the  state  because  of  fears  they  may 
spread  the  disease  brucellosis  to  cattle. 

"We're  not  saying  we  have  the  whole  plan,"  he  said.  "But  together  we  can 
build  a better  plan  than  outright  slaughter." 

He  noted  that  Indians  can  legally  possess  eagle  feathers  for  religious 
purposes,  though  they  are  banned  for  other  people,  and  said  similar 
considerations  should  be  made  for  bison. 

Many  Indian  tribes  have  called  for  the  state  and  the  National  Park 
Service  to  release  live  animals  to  the  tribes  so  they  can  build  or 
supplement  their  own  herds.  So  far,  that  hasn't  happened. 

The  group,  called  Buffalo  Walk,  includes  Indians  from  seven  tribes  as 
far  away  as  New  York  state  and  Arizona,  all  of  which  have  a unique 
cultural  relationship  with  bison.  Chasing  Horse  said. 

The  tribal  representatives  include  members  of  the  Lakota,  Navajo,  Apache, 
Tuscarora,  Algonquin,  Crow,  Assiniboine,  Southern  Ute,  Northern  Cheyenne 
and  Blackfeet  tribes.  Another  22  members  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe  from  Idaho 
will  be  joining  Chasing  Horse's  group  in  Livingston,  where  everyone  will 
rest  for  a day  or  two  before  proceeding  to  the  park,  he  said.  Nobody  will 
walk  the  entire  507  miles  --  nobody  at  all  was  walking  into  the  brutal 
wind  sweeping  from  Livingston  to  Big  Timber  Monday,  though  six  hatless 
riders  were  on  horses  followed  by  vans  and  pickups  full  of  people.  Rather, 
participants  are  taking  turns  walking  a few  miles  at  a time.  Chasing  Horse 
said,  and  somebody  will  carry  on  foot  or  horseback  a sacred  bundle  for  the 
entire  distance. 

The  group  has  been  staying  in  churches,  community  centers  and  schools 
along  the  route.  The  walkers,  riders  and  support  vehicles  will  spend  a 
couple  days  at  the  Park  County  Fairgrounds  before  proceeding. 

Once  they  arrive  in  Gardiner  on  Saturday,  the  group  will  erect  a 


memorial  in  honor  of  the  slain  bison.  They  also  plan  to  meet  with  the  Park 
Service  and  hope  to  develop  a classroom  curriculum  to  educate  people  about 
the  relationship  between  bison  and  Native  Americans. 

Chasing  Horse  invited  all  people  to  join  the  march  for  the  final  couple 
of  days. 

"We  welcome  all  people  to  come  and  walk  with  us/'  he  said.  "We're 
walking  in  prayer  and  we're  praying  for  everyone,  not  just  the  buffalo." 

More  information  about  the  walk  can  be  found  on  the  Internet  at 
http : ///www .wolf songs . com/buffwalkinfo . html . 

"RE : Denunciation  of  Threats  to  the  Oventic  School"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Feb  1999  13:33:14  -0800 
From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : LETTER  OF  DENUNCIATION  OF  THE  THREATS  TO  THE  OVENTIC 

LETTER  OF  DENUNCIATION  OF  THE  THREATS  TO  THE  OVENTIC  SCHOOL 
Oventic,  San  Andres  Sacamch'en,  Chiapas,  Mexico;  February  25,  1999 
TO  PUBLIC  OPINION 

TO  STATE,  NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  PRESS 

TO  ALL  HUMAN  RIGHTS  GROUPS 

TO  ALL  INDEPENDENT  SOCIAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

TO  ALL  DEMOCRATIC  TEACHERS  AND  HONEST  STUDENTS 

TO  NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL  SOCIETY 

TO  THE  PEOPLES  AND  GOVERNMENTS  OF  THE  WORLD 

TO  ALL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  OF  MEXICO  AND  THE  WORLD 

We,  the  undersigned,  EDUCATION  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  "PRIMERO  DE  ENERO"  MIDDLE 
SCHOOL,  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  OVENTIC,  MUNICIPAL  AGENT  OF 
BAYA  LEMO  AND  MUNICIPAL  AGENT  OF  TRES  PUENTES,  OF  THE  SAN  ANDRES 
SACAMCH'EN  MUNICIPALITY,  write  to  condemn  and  vigorously  reject  the  wave 
of  threats  and  declarations  that  have  been  loosed  against  our  middle 
school  established  here  in  Oventic;  we  categorically  deny  the 
declarations  made  by  the  State  Secretary  of  Education,  Pedro  Rene  Bodegas 
Valera . 

1. -  On  February  11  of  this  year,  Mr.  Rene  Bodegas  Valera  declared,  and  in 
so  doing  threatened  the  school,  that  in  the  conflict  zone  subversive 
education  has  been  on  the  rise,  with  the  intention  of  creating 
anti-State  destabilizing  agents;  he  said  that  what  was  being  imparted  was 
an  instigating,  subversive  education--a  false  accusation  and  total  lie  on 
the  part  of  Bodegas  Valera. 

2. -  On  February  16,  he  made  his  declarations  again,  this  time  in  the 
governmental  palace,  that  investigations  of  the  subversive  education  at 
the  school  of  Oventic  were  underway.  On  this  occasion  he  said  that  they 
were  going  to  recover  the  institutional  life  as  well  as  the  school  itself, 
which  is  a way  of  saying  that  they  will  dismantle  the  installations  of 
"PRIMERO  DE  ENERO,"  our  autonomous  middle  school. 

3. -  The  threats  against  our  school  have  not  come  only  through  the  words  of 
Mr.  Bodegas;  for  days  now  the  threatening  passes  of  military  helicopters 
and  low-flying  war  planes  have  intensified,  and  on  February  20,  as  on 
other  days,  a military  war  plane  passed  at  high  speed  and  very  low 
altitude  (about  15  meters  above  the  ground),  right  over  the  school  roof. 
-Today,  therefore,  we  want  to  make  it  known  to  the  people  of  Mexico  and  of 
the  world  that  something  is  happening  to  this  school,  and  we  hold  Rene 
Bodegas,  as  well  as  the  state  and  federal  government,  directly 
responsible . 

-We  want  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  not  shaping  destabilizing 
individuals 

in  this  school,  much  less  subversives  against  anyone,  as  the  Secretary  of 
Education  says  we  are. 

-The  creation  of  a middle  school  like  the  one  in  Oventic  has  been 
something  that  we've  seen  as  necessary  for  years,  so  that  our  children 
would  have  the  opportunity  to  continue  on  in  school  a little  bit  more, 
since  there  is  no  other  middle  school  in  our  communities,  and  because  we 
lack  absolutely  the  economic  resources  it  would  require  to  send  our 


children  to  study  at  the  middle  schools  in  the  cities. 

-We  declare,  moreover,  that  we  are  not  violating  any  institutional  entity 
or  rule,  because  it  is  clear  in  the  San  Andres  Accords  that  the  federal 
government  signed,  that  we,  the  indigenous  peoples,  can  establish  our 
schools  according  to  our  ways  of  life.  Mr.  Valera  must  know  that  in 
Article  3 of  the  Constitution  it  tells  us  that  every  individual  has  the 
right  to  receive  an  education- -something  that  the  State  has  denied  us. 

-In  this  school  our  tendency  is  to  develop  harmoniously  all  our  faculties 
as  human  beings,  and  to  foster  love  for  our  country,  Mexico,  as  well  as 
our  consciousness  of  our  international  solidarity  in  seeking  Independence 
and  Justice. 

-In  this  school  education  is  oriented  on  the  bases  of  scientific  progress, 
which  is  to  fight  against  ignorance. 

-This  school  is  democratically  oriented,  which  is  to  say  that  we  believe 
that  democracy  is  not  just  about  a legal  structure  and  political  regime, 
but  about  a system  of  life  based  on  the  continual  economic,  social  and 
cultural  improvement  of  our  peoples.  So  we  are  not  violating  anything 
that  doesn't  belong  to  us,  and  neither  are  we  outside  of  Institutionally. 

Mr.  Bodegas  Valera  ought  to  study  the  San  Andres  Accords  as  an  educational 
project;  we  also  invite  him  to  read  the  Mexican  Constitution  and  encourage 
him  not  to  belie  his  professional  ethics  (if  he  has  any),  because  problems 
of  educational  inequity  will  not  be  resolved  by  threatening  institutions 
which  are  doing  nothing  wrong. 

-Mr.  Secretary  should  also  glance  over  the  legislation  contained  in  the 
International  Treaties  (OIT),  the  FIRST  ARTICLE  of  which  says  that  we,  the 
indigenous  people,  have  the  right  to  determine  our  own  institutions,  as 
well  as  to  decide  on  our  own  economic,  social  and  cultural  development, 
and  thereby  maintain  our  identity,  with  our  systems  and  educational 
institutions  relating  to  issues  that  only  we  have  the  right  to  resolve 
locally,  like  Education,  information,  religion,  health,  ecology,  housing 
and  social  welfare. 

-Thus  today  we  denounce  that  what  the  Undersecretary  of  State  Education 
has  said  is  not  true  at  all,  and  we  will  not  allow  him  to  continue  to 
punish  us  with  his  threats  and  declarations. 

-We  ask  all  our  Mexican  brothers  and  sisters  to  watch  carefully  what 
happens  to  our  sole  Educational  Center  located  in  Oventic. 

-We  demand  respect  for  this  autonomous  school. 

-We  ask  that  INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL  SOCIETY  STAY  INFORMED  ABOUT  WHAT  HAPPENS 
TO  THIS  SCHOOL,  WHICH  IS  EVERYONE'S  SCHOOL. 

SINCERELY, 

SECONDARY  EDUCATION  COMMITTEES 

"RE : Financial  Support  Needed  for  the  Consulta"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  15:49:17  -0800 
From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : FINANCIAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  NEEDED  FOR  THE  CONSULTA 
SUPPORT  THE  ZAPATISTAS 

FINANCIAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  NEEDED  FOR  THE  CONSULTA  IN  MEXICO  & THE  UNITED  STATES 
Companeros  y Companeras, 

The  organizing  efforts  towards  making  the  Consulta  a reality  and  resounding 
success  in  Mexico  and  the  United  States  are  in  full  swing  as  March  21st 
approaches.  Currently,  there  are  approximately  800  Brigades  organized 
in  Mexico,  and  more  than  10,000  volunteers  are  working  in  them.  Equally 
exciting  is  the  fact  that  5,000  Zapatista  delegates  are  in  the  midst  of 
their  final  preparations  for  their  departure  from  Chiapas  on  March  12th  in 
order  to  travel  to  all  corners  of  Mexico  to  join  their  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Mexican  civil  society.  The  arrival  of  the  Zapatista  delegates,  the 
subsequent  organizing  efforts,  political  dialogues,  meetings,  events,  and 
voting  that  will  take  place  is  surely  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
political  events  to  take  place  in  Mexico.  It  will  undoubtedly  have  profound 
implications  for  the  burgeoning  democratic  movement  in  Mexico  that  seeks 
profound  social  and  political  change-built  from  the  bottom  up. 


For  our  part  in  the  United  States,  there  are  some  42  Brigades  registered 
so  far.  This  does  not  include  the  numerous  groups  nationwide  who  are  in  the 
process  of  organizing  events  for  the  International  Day  of  Action,  or 
International  Hornada  for  the  Excluded  of  the  World,  to  take  place  on  March 
21st  as  well.  We  are  overwhelmed  by  the  response  we  have  received  from 
Mexicanos  in  the  U.S.,  as  well  as  people  from  all  different  nationalities, 
social  classes,  ages,  etc.  who  are  interested  in  participating  in  the  U.S. 
side  of  the  Consulta.  Based  on  the  response  on  both  sides  of  the  border, 
it  is  evident  that  tens  of  thousands  of  people  believe  that  "Todos  Somos 
Zapatistas,"  WE  ARE  ALL  ZAPATISTAS. 

Due  to  the  overwhelming  response,  size  and  scope  of  the  Consulta,  your 
financial  support  is  urgently  needed,  particularly  in  Mexico.  Such  a 
incredible  grassroots  political  push  does  add  financially  up  for  the  Contact 
Office  for  the  Consultation  in  Chiapas  and  the  NCDM  in  Los  Angeles,  who  are 
spearheading  national  and  international  coordination  in  both  countries. 

There  are  the  costs  of  making  thousands  of  flyers,  information  packets, 
posters,  phone  calls,  postage  costs,  printing  ballots,  etc.  For  example,  we 
estimate  that  at  least  15,000-20,000  ballots  will  have  to  be  printed  in  the 
United  States  alone,  at  a cost  of  $800-$l,000.  Or  that  the  average 
telephone  costs  for  national  and  international  organizing  efforts  has  been 
between  $1,000-$1,500.  For  January,  February  and  March  that  means  the 
average  total  telephone  costs  will  be  between  $3,000-$4,500.  Furthermore, 
the  cost  of  transporting,  housing  and  feeding  the  Zapatista  delegates  as 
they  travel  around  Mexico  will  be  sizeable.  Therefore,  we  are  asking  for 
financial  contributions  to  support  this  important  political  event.  Your 
donation  is  one  way  to  not  only  participate  in  the  Consulta  but  also 
demonstrate  your  support  for  the  Zapatistas  and  a new  way  of  making 
politics  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

We  kindly  ask  that  all  financial  contributions,  large  or  small,  be  made  to 
the  following  organizations  who  have  been  given  national  and  international 
coordination  responsibilities  by  the  Zapatistas.  We  encourage  people  to 
especially  make  contributions  to  the  Contact  Office  in  Mexico  who  are 
incurring  the  greatest  costs.  However  donations  to  the  NCDM's  Consulta 
efforts  are  greatly  appreciated  as  well. 

Thank  You  For  Your  Support! 

NCDM 

For  Donations  for  the  Consulta  in  Mexico,  Direct  wire  transfers  can  be 
sent  to: 

BANCOMER  S.A. 

under  the  name  of  Rosario  Ibarra  de  Piedra 
Num . 5001060-5 
Plaza  437 

San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 
Chiapas,  Mexico 

For  more  information  contact:  contacto@laneta.apc.org 
Tel/Fax:  011  52  967  82159,  or  (967)  81013 

For  Donations  for  National  Organizing  Efforts  in  the  U.S.,  checks  or 
money  orders  can  be  sent  to: 

NCDM 

5902  Monterey  Rd  #194 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90042 
(323)  261-9574 
moonlight@igc . org 

"RE : Hydro  Quebec  Media"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Feb  1999  20:01:13  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : hydro  media 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Montreal  Gazette  Editorial 
Wednesday  25  November  1998 
The  great  hydro  giveaway 


The  Gazette 

Since  the  late  1980s,  Hydro-Quebec  has  played  a version  of  The  Price 
Is  Right  with  major  consumers  of  electricity  in  which  the  utility  has 
lost  billions  of  dollars.  The  difference  between  real  life  and  the 
game  show  is  that,  in  Quebec,  the  studio  audience  has  been  kept  in 
the  dark  for  years  over  the  true  cost  of  the  giveaways. 

As  Gazette  reporter  Rod  Macdonell  revealed  in  a front-page  story 
yesterday,  the  Alouette  aluminum  smelter  in  Sept-Iles  has  paid  about 
$220  million  less  than  the  regular  industrial  rate  for  its 
electricity  since  it  opened  in  1992.  The  smelter's  secret  contract 
with  Hydro-Quebec,  obtained  by  The  Gazette,  is  one  of  nine  such 
agreements  still  in  effect  in  the  province. 

Negotiated  during  the  boom  years  of  the  1980s,  the  confidential 
contracts  tie  the  price  Hydro  gets  for  its  electricity  to  the  market 
price  of  the  commodities  produced  - such  as  aluminum,  magnesium  and 
titanium . 

Back  in  the  1980s,  when  commodity  prices  were  rising,  this  looked 
like  a sure  bet.  But  since  then,  the  price  of  many  commodities  has 
plunged  - especially  for  aluminum,  which  has  suffered  from  a 
worldwide  production  glut. 

The  Hydro-Quebec  deals  were  a colossal  error  of  public  policy  that 
has  cost  Quebecers  billions  in  implicit  taxes.  Money  that  could  have 
been  rebated  to  all  Hydro  consumers  was  instead  made  available  to 
industrial  plants  that  produced  little  in  the  way  of  spin-offs  to  the 
Quebec  economy. 

The  scandal  continues.  Not  only  are  Quebecers  still  in  the  dark  about 
the  special  deals  accorded  to  select  customers;  they  are  continuing 
to  absorb  the  cost  in  higher-than-necessary  electricity  rates.  At 
current  prices,  the  deals  will  result  in  a shortfall  to  Hydro  of  at 
least  $5  billion  over  20  years. 

Quebec  made  a fundamental  error  in  negotiating  these  so-called 
risk-sharing  deals  with  industrial  customers.  Similar  deals  at  the 
time  in  the  United  States  put  a floor  under  the  price  that  utilities 
could  receive  for  their  power.  But  Hydro-Quebec  did  not  sufficiently 
protect  itself  against  the  obligation  to  sell  electricity  on 
uneconomic  terms. 

Worse,  no  consideration  was  given  to  the  fact  that  light  metals  like 
aluminum  have  no  ready  market  in  Quebec.  Because  they  are  so  cheap 
and  easy  to  transport,  they  can  be  shipped  long  distances  to 
car  makers  and  beverage-can-makers  in  the  United  States.  Smelters  in 
Quebec  have  not  attracted  additional  investment  to  the  province  or 
created  large  enough  numbers  of  new  jobs  to  justify  the  huge 
subsidies  they  have  received. 

Fortunately,  the  world  is  changing.  North  America  is  becoming  a 
deregulated,  continental  energy  market.  Large  consumers  of 
electricity  have  greater  access  to  publicly  posted  prices  in  the  spot 
market  and  can  buy  power  around  the  clock,  all-year  round.  They  can 
get  good  deals  without  resorting  to  the  kind  of  secret  contracts 
Hydro  gave  out. 

The  good  news  is  that  Premier  Bouchard's  government  now  seems  to 
recognize  that  risk-sharing  no  longer  makes  sense.  Quebec's  most 
precious  natural  resource,  hydro-electricity,  should  never  again  be 
squandered  on  half-baked  economic-development  schemes  like  this  one. 
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Rein  in  Hydro,  Crees  say 

'Big  projects  not  the  answer:  more  should  be  done  with  existing  resources' 
PHILIP  AUTHIER 
The  Gazette 

The  Quebec  government  needs  to  rein  in  the  grandiose  dam-building 
plans  of  Hydro-Quebec,  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  said  yesterday. 

Its  executive  director.  Bill  Namagoose,  said  the  Crees  are  still 
trying  to  figure  out  exactly  which  dam  projects  Hydro  president  Andre 
Caille  was  talking  about  last  week  when  he  said  the  utility  wants  to 
go  back  to  the  days  of  big  projects. 

They  also  disagree  fundamentally  in  any  approach  that  involves  big 
projects  because  of  the  effects  they  will  have  on  the  tiny  northern 
Cree  community  of  13,000  people. 

"It's  a big  mistake  to  go  back  to  big  projects,"  Namagoose  said  in  an 
interview.  "There  are  alternatives,  as  we  often  say.  " 

In  a speech  last  week  in  Quebec  City,  Caille  said  he  wants  Hydro  to 
start  building  big  projects  like  it  did  in  the  heyday  of  the  lames 
Bay  development  project.  He  said  the  difference  is  that  Hydro  won't 
impose  projects  on  communities  if  they  oppose  them  or  they  are 
considered  environmentally  unsound. 

He  did  not  say  which  specific  projects  he  has  in  mind,  but  said  Hydro 
has  $12  billion  worth  of  projects  for  the  next  10  years.  He  argued 
that  failing  to  build  them  will  mean  lost  export  opportunities  in  the 
future. 

"The  table  is  set  for  a resumption  of  the  development  of  hydro  in 
Quebec,"  Caille  said.  "We  won't  push  anyone  aside  but  it's  no  longer 
the  time  to  be  loafers." 

Namagoose  noted  the  shift  in  Hydro's  approach  from  the  past  in  the 
sense  the  utility  used  to  spell  out  which  rivers  they  were  interested 
in  for  their  development  plans.  The  Crees  and  Hydro  fought  for  years 
about  the  $13.3  billion  Great  Whale  project  before  the  government 
finally  shelved  it. 

"Now  there's  no  plan;  it's  just  a concept  on  paper,"  Namagoose  said. 
"They  refer  to  a portfolio  of  projects.  Everything  is  on  the  table 
including,  I suppose,  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  You  could  create  a big 
reservoir  in  the  Big  0 (Olympic  Stadium)  and  put  in  turbines." 

Namagoose  said  there  is  the  equivalent  power  of  two  Great  Whales  just 
in  the  smarter  use  of  the  existing  resources. 

"Hydro-Quebec  needs  to  become  managers  of  energy  rather  than  builders 
of  dams, " he  said . 

He  said  large  projects  create  jobs  for  seven  or  eight  years  and  then 
the  party's  over  and  the  taxpayers  have  the  mortgages  on  the  dams  to 
pay  for.  The  Crees  have  complained  bitterly  that  the  jobs  from  dam 
projects  go  to  non- 

Indians.  Hydro  currently  generates  $3.5  billion  in  revenues  a year  in 
power  generated  on  Cree  lands. 

Namagoose  said  the  Crees  are  not  clear  on  what  Caille  meant  when  he 
said  Hydro  won't  build  where  it  is  not  wanted  or  where  the 
environment  will  be  adversely  affected. 

"I  don't  know  that  those  theories  have  been  tested  yet,"  Namagoose 
said.  "What  exactly  does  he  mean  by  that?" 

Namagoose  said  he  thinks  Quebec's  new  energy  regulation  board  needs 
to  be  heard  from  before  any  project  goes  ahead  because  these  matters 
can't  be  left  to  Hydro  alone. 
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Indian  tribe  gets  rights  to  national  park  land 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ nat ion -wor Id/ html98/trib_1999022 5 . html 

by  Frank  Clifford 
Los  Angeles  Times 

Posted  at  06:20  a.m.  PST;  Thursday,  February  25,  1999 

A small  California  Indian  tribe,  all  but  exiled  from  its  homeland 
in  Death  Valley  years  ago,  has  struck  a precedent-setting  deal  with 
the  federal  government  to  serve  as  a partner  in  the  management  of 
the  3.2  million-acre  desert  national  park. 

The  agreement  with  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  is  "a  new  template 
on  how  to  deal  with  Native  Americans  in  the  (national)  parks,"  said 
Don  Barry,  assistant  U.S.  Interior  secretary  for  parks  and  wildlife. 
Officials  hope  that  the  pattern  can  be  used  in  other  parks  where 
Indians  have  longstanding  claims  on  land. 

From  Alaska  to  Florida,  a number  of  tribes  have  been  pushing  in 
recent  years  to  build  homes  and  businesses  on  parklands  they  once 
occupied . 

The  Death  Valley  deal,  which  must  still  be  approved  by  Congress, 
would  be  unique  because  it  combines  acquisition  of  land  with  broad 
management  powers,  according  to  the  federal  officials.  Indians  have 
asserted  claims  to  land  in  several  major  parks,  including  the 
Everglades  National  Park  in  Florida,  where  pressure  from  the  tribes 
led  to  legislation  last  year  that  overrode  a veto  by  park  officials 
of  a wetlands  development  by  the  Miccosukee  Indians. 

The  Death  Valley  agreement  allows  the  Timbisha  to  have  their  own 
land  and  develop  it,  but  it  sets  limits  on  how  much  can  be  built, 
federal  officials  said. 

The  tribe  will  have  exclusive  use  of  an  adjacent  1,000  acres  and 
share  in  the  management  of  a 300,000-acre  expanse  of  parkland  to  be 
known  as  the  Timbisha  natural  and  cultural  preservation  area.  lust 
outside  the  park,  the  tribe  will  also  gain  ownership  of  several 
pieces  of  property  amounting  to  more  than  6,000  acres. 

At  Furnace  Creek,  the  center  of  the  park's  visitor  activities, 
the  tribe  will  acquire  300  acres  and  be  able  to  build  50  houses,  a 
government  complex,  a cultural  center  and  an  inn.  The  agreement  is 
much  more  modest  than  the  deal  originally  sought  by  the  Timbisha  for 
ownership  of  5,000  acres  at  Furnace  Creek  alone. 

In  particular,  the  tribe  wanted  to  be  able  to  resume  traditional 
harvesting  activities,  including  picking  berries  and  pine  nuts  and 
taking  willow  branches  for  basket  making. 

For  centuries  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  were  the  only  humans  who  knew 
how  to  survive  in  Death  Valley,  and  their  stewardship  of  the  land  is 
now  credited  with  keeping  the  desert  vegetation  and  scattered  water 
sources  in  better  shape  than  those  resources  are  in  are  today. 

Since  1933,  when  Death  Valley  was  added  to  the  park  system,  the 
Timbisha  were  confined  to  40  acres.  They  were  not  allowed  to  own 
land  in  the  park  or  to  tend  the  plants.  As  a result,  most  members  of 
the  landless  tribe,  which  today  numbers  fewer  than  300,  moved  out  of 
Death  Valley. 
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"RE : Idaho  Counties/Nez  Perce  to  Discuss  Fee  Land"  
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Sub j : Idaho  Counties,  Nez  Perce  tribe  to  discuss  fee  land  Thursday 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

With  Perfect  Justice...  Nez  Perce  Treaties  - 
http : //members . stratos . net/cpetras 
Lewiston  Morning  Tribune  (Lewiston,  Idaho) 

Sunday,  February  21,  1999.  p.  7C 
Counties,  tribe  to  discuss  fee  land  Thursday 

The  tax  status  of  fee  land  --  land  owned  by  members  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe 
but  not  held  in  trust  --  will  be  one  of  the  topics  of  discussion  at  a joint 
meeting  Thursday  between  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  and  representatives  of  four 
north  central  Idaho  counties. 

The  meeting  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Quality  Inn  at  Clarkston  is  a follow-up  to  a 
meeting  last  month  at  Nezperce  for  officials  from  Lewis,  Idaho,  Clearwater 
and  Nez  Perce  counties.  It's  a chance  to  look  at  the  current  tax 
environment  and  common  interests  and  concerns,  Nez  Perce  County  Commission 
Chairman  Dames  N.  Soyk  Sr.  said. 

Nez  Perce  Tribal  Executive  Committee  members  and  county  Prosecutor  Damie  C. 
Shropshire  will  talk  about  the  present  tax  environment,  including  recent 
legal  decisions,  followed  by  a round-table  discussion. 

The  group  also  may  talk  about  solid  waste,  joint  emergency  dispatch 
services,  rural  addressing  and  planning  and  zoning  on  the  reservation  if 
there  is  time  before  the  noon  adjournment,  Soyk  said. 

The  meeting  is  open  to  the  public. 

"RE;  Nooksack  Salmon  Enhancement"  
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From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Nooksack  Salmon  Enhancement 

Nooksack  Salmon  Enhancement  Association 
http: //www. n- sea . org/ 

The  Nooksack  Salmon  Enhancement  Association  (NSEA)  is  a community-based 
organization  working  to  restore  self-sustaining  salmon  populations  in 
the  streams  of  Whatcom  County. &nbsp;  NSEA  is  a non-profit  group  focused 
on  habitat  restoration,  fish  production  and  community  education 
NSEA  has  completed  over  120  restoration  projects  on  over  15  miles 
of  local  streams.  These  projects  address  some  of  the  causes  of 
habitat  degradation,  including  lack  of  stream  side  vegetation  and 
livestock  access. 

NSEA  replants  native  trees  and  shrubs  along  stream  banks  to 
restore  the  riparian  zone,  shade  the  stream  and  improve  salmon 
habitat . 

Fences  are  constructed  to  keep  livestock  out  of  streams. 

In-stream  salmon  habitat  improvement  projects  include  adding  large 
woody  debris  or  gravel  to  streams  to  create  needed  salmon  rearing 
and  spawning  habitat. 

Eroding,  slumping,  or  undercut  stream  banks  are  also  stabilized. 

Eighty  percent  of  all  land  species  depend  on  the  riparian  area 
(about  one  percent  of  the  land  area)  for  survival.  Protecting  the 
riparian  zone  is  the  best  way  to  protect  species  and  the  environment 
as  a whole.  One  by-product  of  a healthy  riparian  zone  is  clean  water. 

The  county's  riparian  zones  are  crucial  to  the  quality  of  our  water 
resources  and  to  the  economic  future  of  Whatcom  County. 

NSEA's  restoration  efforts  are  focused  on  the  riparian  zones 


of  lowland  Whatcom  County.  We  believe  that  is  the  most  productive 
approach  we  can  take  to  restore  salmon  runs.  The  Washington  State 
Departments  of  Natural  Resources,  Fish  and  Wildlife,  and  Ecology 
agree  with  our  approach.  By  restoring  the  riparian  zone  to  a more 
natural  configuration,  the  stream  systems  can  again  operate  as  they 
should  by  providing  adequate  habitat  for  salmon  and  other  wildlife; 
creating  more  even  stream  flows  throughout  the  year;  buffering 
against  high  flood  flows  and  low  summer  flows;  and  helping  to  filter 
pollutants  from  our  water  supply. 

NSEA's  projects  address  the  causes  of  habitat  degradation. 

Where  riparian  cover  is  absent  and  stream  temperatures  are  high,  we 
replant  the  riparian  area  with  native  trees.  Where  livestock  trample 
stream  bands  and  contaminate  waterways,  we  build  permanent  fences  to 
protect  the  riparian  are  and  keep  domestic  animals  out.  Where  people 
have  altered  streams  so  that  they  now  lack  coho  rearing  habitat,  we 
re-create  the  habitat  by  installing  logs  and  root  wads. 

NSEA's  approach  works  to  bring  resources  and  people  together 
for  the  common  good.  Even  small  sections  of  improved  streams,  amid 
otherwise  degraded  habitat,  provide  an  island  of  habitat  in  just  a 
few  years.  In  some  cases,  only  a few  months  passed  before  spawning 
salmon  were  using  enhanced  habitat  areas,  such  as  newly  installed 
gravel  spawning  pads. 

(c)  Nooksack  Salmon  Enhancement  Association 

PO  Box  2535,  Bellingham,  Washington  98227  USA 
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Report  of  Lakota  Student  Alliance: 

Emergency  Meeting  Held  to  Consider  Impact  of  SD  Wildlife  Mitigation  Bill 
in  1998  Appropriations 

Porcupine  SD  (2-23-99)-  "We  are  an  unwilling  party  to  the  SD  Wildlife 
Mitigation  Act",  said  Emily  Koenan  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network.  Koenan,  a resident  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  joined  40  or 
so  concerned  Oglala  Lakota  Peoples  in  what  was  described  as  an  emergency 
Meeting  regarding  one  of  most  anti-Indian  pieces  of  legislation  in  SD 
History. 

The  Oglala  Lakota  delegation  gathered  Feb.  23,  1999  at  a community 
building  in  Porcupine  SD  to  discuss  the  detrimental  effects  of  a bill 
which  was  attached  onto  a US  Senate  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act  in  the 
fall  of  1998.  The  Lakota  describe  the  bill  as  the  "lanklow/Daschle  Bill" 
as  it  was  allegedly  authored  by  SD  Governor  William  lanklow  and  SD 
Senator  Tom  Daschle. 

lanklow/Daschle  bill  opponent  Darwin  Apple  of  Manderson  recalled  the 
historic  anti-Indian  sentiment  of  earlier  South  Dakota.  Apple  pointed 
out  the  historic  "Divide  and  Conquer  tactics  of  the  past  century" 
including  the  1889  act  to  divide  the  Great  Sioux  Nation.  Apple  cited  the 
lanklow/Daschle  bill  as  being  another  piece  of  legislation  intended  to 
divide  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  once  more. 

The  main  concern  for  the  Oglala  Lakota  is  that  the  legislation  transfers 
200,000  acres  of  lands  they  say  belong  under  the  Ft.  Laramie  Treaty  of 
1868,  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  in  exchange  for  monetary  compensation 
to  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribes.  The  Lakota  say  that 
signatory  tribes  of  the  1868  treaty  [Great  Sioux  Nation]  were  never 
consulted  with  in  the  drafting  of  this  bill.  But  Cheyenne  River  Sioux 
Tribal  chairman  Greg  Bourland  contested  the  Oglala  Lakota  claims, 
telling  the  Black  Hills  Great  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council  in  an  April 
1998  gathering,  that  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribes  were 
consulted  and  supported  the  legislation. 

After  the  legislation  was  killed  in  the  US  House  in  1998,  Bourland 


retreated  his  support  from  the  Janklow/Daschle  Bill,  by  then  it  was  too 
late.  During  the  Fall  1998  Senate,  Daschle  attached  the  bill  as  a rider 
to  the  Omnibus  appropriations  act.  Oglala  Lakota  Treaty  council  member 
Johnson  Holy  Rock  called  it  a "Unilateral  Legalized  Theft  of  Land"  at 
tuesday's  meeting. 

The  Land  Transfer  was  scheduled  for  July  1999.  But  according  to  the 
Black  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  the  transfer  date  has  been 
moved  up  to  March  1999.  Oglala  Lakota  delegates  say  the  quickness  in  the 
land  transfer  is  suspect  and  now  have  called  for  an  immediate  council  in 
the  Black  Hills. 

The  Land  in  Question  involves  200,000  acres  surrounding  the  Oahe 
Reservoir  in  Northern  SD.  The  Sioux  Tribes  opposing  the  transfer  assert 
their  agreement  with  the  Army  Corp  of  Engineers  which  guarantees  the 
return  of  the  lands  to  the  Great  Sioux  Nation.  Tribes  opposed  to  the 
land  transfer  include  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe, 

Santee  Sioux,  Yankton  Sioux,  Rosebud  Sioux  and  Crow  Creek  Sioux. 

The  BHSNTC  has  announced  March  3-5,  1999  as  the  date  for  a Treaty 
Council  Hearing  in  Rapid  City  SD  , at  the  Civic  Center  Alpine  Room.  If 
you  have  a personal  or  group  position  on  the  Land  issue,  submissions 
can  be  made  to  Shawn  Perkins,  OST  5th  Members  office  (605)  867-5821. 
Announcers  will  be  R.  Milo  Yellow  Hair,  and  Mel  Lone  Hill. 

"RE : Two  Held  in  Contempt  Over  Indian  Trust  Accounts"  — 
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From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 
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Two  Cabinet  Secretaries  Held  in  Contempt  Over  Problems  in  Indian  Trust 
Accounts 
By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 
c.  New  York  Times 
2/23/99 

For  nearly  a century,  American  Indians  have  been  asking  the  federal 
government  for  a simple  accounting  of  money  and  land  held  in  trust  for 
them  since  the  days  of  treaty  signing.  On  Monday,  they  got  the  attention 
of  the  highest  levels  of  government,  as  a federal  judge  held  in  contempt 
two  cabinet  secretaries  who  oversee  Indian  trust  accounts. 

The  judicial  order,  citing  official  deceit,  was  a jolt  in  a lawsuit  over 
billions  of  dollars  in  money  and  land  held  in  trust  for  as  many  as  500,000 
Indians.  The  accounts  date  to  the  1880s,  when  the  government  tried  to 
break  up  the  tribal  land  ownership  system  and  awarded  individual 
allotments  of  80  to  160  acres  per  Indian.  These  lands  were  then  managed  by 
the  government,  usually  leased  out  to  gas,  oil  or  timber  companies.  As 
with  many  trusts,  the  income  is  passed  on  to  the  descendants  of  the 
original  recipients. 

The  Indians  are  trying  to  force  the  government  to  set  up  a proper 
accounting  system  for  the  trust  funds  and  to  repay  beneficiaries  who  may 
have  lost  up  to  $10  billion  in  the  last  century.  The  accounts  have  been 
woefully  mismanaged,  tribal  members  say,  and  do  not  comply  with  even  the 
basic  standards  of  private  trusts. 

Clinton  administration  officials  say  records  of  nearly  century-old  oil, 
gas  or  timber  leases  have  disappeared,  in  many  cases,  making  it  impossible 
to  keep  track  of  who  is  owed  what.  But  tribal  members  say  more  than  time 
and  bureaucratic  incompetence  are  to  blame. 

On  Monday,  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  forcefully  agreed,  saying  in  his  contempt  order  that  government 
officials  had  deliberately  delayed  turning  over  the  documents  and  then 
lied  about  it. 

In  a scathing  denunciation  of  the  government's  handling  of  the  trust 
fund  case,  Lamberth  found  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  Treasury 


Secretary  Robert  Robert  Rubin  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Kevin  Gover  in  civil  contempt  for  failing  to  produce  records  of  the  trust 
funds . 

The  government  "engaged  in  a shocking  pattern  of  deception  of  the  court, 
" the  judge  said.  "I  have  never  seen  more  egregious  misconduct  by  the 
federal  government,"  he  added. 

The  contempt  order  carries  no  personal  penalties  and  is  largely  an 
indictment  of  the  departments  that  oversee  Indian  trust  funds,  not 
necessarily  the  secretaries  themselves.  But  the  judge  warned  that  further 
delays  could  lead  to  criminal  contempt  citations  of  both  Rubin  and  Babbitt 

Under  the  order,  the  government  must  pay  the  plaintiffs'  legal  fees  and 
other  expenses  resulting  from  the  officials'  delay. 

The  contempt  order  is  viewed  by  people  on  both  sides  as  a fire  alarm  in 
a case  that  has  been  slowly  smoldering  since  it  was  filed  in  1996.  It  is 
scheduled  to  go  to  trial  in  May.  Legal  historians  say  it  is  the  first  time 
two  cabinet  officers  have  been  held  in  contempt  simultaneously.  Next  week, 
two  Senate  committees  will  hold  a joint  hearing  on  the  issue. 

"I  think  this  is  the  beginning  of  justice  for  the  victims  who  have  had 
years  and  years  of  abuse  at  the  hands  of  the  United  States  government," 
said  Eloise  Cobell,  a member  of  the  Blackfoot  nation,  who  is  the  lead 
plaintiff  in  the  lawsuit. 

She  said  the  standard  of  money  management  for  Indians  by  the  government 
has  never  approached  that  of  non-Indians.  "The  government  regulates 
national  banks  to  the  highest  standards,"  Ms.  Cobell  said.  "And  yet  when 
it  comes  to  Indian  money,  look  at  what  they've  done." 

The  Clinton  administration  says  that  it  inherited  an  epic  accounting 
mess  and  that  it  has  done  more  than  any  previous  administration  to  correct 
the  problem.  The  president  has  requested  $150  million  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  to  set  up  adequate  accounting. 

On  Monday,  administration  officials  were  apologetic.  "We  deeply  regret 
the  mistakes  that  we  made  in  this  case,"  officials  from  the  departments  of 
Interior,  Treasury  and  Justice  said  in  a joint  statement.  Earlier,  they 
apologized  to  the  court  for  their  inability  to  produce  legal  and  trust 
documents . 

Babbitt  says  the  Interior  Department  has  reorganized  two-thirds  of  the 
account  files,  putting  a management  system  in  place  that  is  closer  to  that 
of  commercial  banks.  But  he  says  major  problems  remain. 

For  example,  the  government  estimates  that  the  accounts  generate  about 
$300  million  a year.  But  it  has  no  idea  precisely  how  many  properties, 
leases,  contracts  and  investments  are  in  the  trusts. 

The  plaintiffs  say  many  checks  are  lost  or  sitting  in  files  somewhere. 

The  money  is  vital  to  some  Indians  who  depend  on  it  for  their  basic 
income.  In  the  past,  people  have  lost  their  land  or  homes  through 
foreclosure  because  the  trust  fund  checks  never  arrived. 

"If  a national  bank  had  handled  a trust  fund  the  way  the  Department  of 
Interior  has  handled  Indian  trust  funds,  the  bank  would  have  been  closed 
and  the  people  running  it  would  be  in  jail,"  Ms.  Cobell  said. 

Ms.  Cobell,  who  lives  on  the  Blackfoot  reservation  in  Montana,  is  one  of 
five  people  in  the  lawsuit  whose  cases  are  specifically  cited.  Indians 
have  been  trying  to  find  the  records  of  her  family  trust  and  four  others 
as  a way  to  show  a specific  pattern  of  neglect  by  the  government. 

The  records  have  been  misplaced,  lost  to  time  or  --  in  the  case  of  a 
document  center  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  --  contaminated  with  rat  feces  that 
could  contain  the  deadly  hantavirus,  government  officials  say. 

"The  government  has  been  ducking  their  trust  fund  responsibility  for 
decades,"  said  John  Echohawk,  director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund, 
which  is  backing  the  lawsuit.  "It  goes  to  show  how  egregious  their 
management  has  been  that  they  couldn't  even  find  records  for  five  people 
and  then  lied  to  the  court  about  it." 

Lamberth  sided  with  the  tribal  members  throughout  his  76-page  order. 
"Justice  has  not  been  done  to  these  Indian  beneficiaries,"  he  wrote.  "The 
court  cannot  tolerate  any  more  empty  promises." 

The  Indian  trust  accounts  have  been  particularly  embarrassing  to  Babbitt 
who  came  into  office  vowing  to  reform  some  of  the  ways  that  his  department 
oversees  affairs  in  Indian  country. 


Government  officials  say  they  have  had  a hard  time  tracking  down  some  of 
the  descendants  who  are  beneficiaries  of  the  trusts,  an  explanation 
dismissed  by  Indians  who  have  been  fighting  for  basic  accountability. 
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Voices  of  State's  Tribes  Dying  Out  With  Elders 

By  Renee  Ruble 

Associated  Press  Writer 

Soon,  the  Lenape  may  be  silenced. 

The  last,  fluent  speaker  of  the  language  of  the  Western  Delaware  Tribe 
died  a month  ago.  Bessie  Snake  was  104. 

The  Delaware's  language  survives  through  the  tongues  of  two  members  of 
the  Eastern  Delaware  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  and  the  young  who  are  trying  to 
learn  from  them. 

The  tribe  is  recording  the  voices  of  Lucy  Parks  Blalock,  91,  and  Edward 
Leonard  Thompson,  94.  These  recordings  are  the  tribe's  hope  of  preserving 
the  sounds  of  their  history. 

It  was  the  Lenape  language  that  helped  open  communication  between 
Europeans  as  they  landed  in  what  is  now  New  Jersey,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  said  Jim  Rementer,  project  director  for  the  Lenape  language 
preservation . 

"There  are  a few  young  people  who  are  really  learning  the  language.  Lucy 
and  Edward  are  the  only  ones  left  where  Lenape  was  their  primary  language," 
Rementer  said. 

Of  the  tribes  based  in  Oklahoma,  about  25  languages,  including  the 
Lenape,  are  endangered.  Only  a handful  of  Indians  in  those  tribes  are 
fluent  in  their  ancestors'  dialects. 

Roughly  one  third  of  tribal  languages  that  were  once  spoken  in  what  is 
now  Oklahoma  already  are  extinct,  said  Alice  Anderton,  executive  director 
of  the  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society. 

About  30  people  still  can  speak  Ponca  or  Caddo.  Even  fewer  know  the 
Wichita  language,  Anderton  said. 

The  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society,  a not  for  profit  organization,  wants 
to  change  that.  The  society  promotes  the  teaching,  awareness  and  use  of 
Oklahoma  Indian  languages. 

"A  hundred  percent  of  these  languages  are  endangered,"  Anderton  said. 
"Most  of  the  people  who  are  speakers  are  in  their  upper  60s  or  older.  They 
are  the  grandmas  and  great  grandmas  of  the  tribe." 

Even  the  voice  of  the  country's  second-largest  tribe,  the  Cherokee  Tribe, 
is  endangered.  About  10,000  Cherokees  are  fluent,  but  they  are  mostly 
elders,  Anderton  said. 

The  society  hopes  to  attract  students  to  learn  tribal  languages  through 
public  television,  storytelling,  exhibits  and  community  classes.  Unless 
young  people  are  willing  to  learn  and  teach  the  pivotal  sounds  of  culture, 
Indian  languages  have  no  future. 

The  significant  pitch  of  the  Kiowa  would  never  be  heard.  The  nasal 
sounds  of  Cherokee  would  be  unexplainable.  The  extended  vowel  length  of 
the  Comanche  would  go  unspoken. 

Some  Oklahoma  colleges  offer  courses  in  Indian  languages.  The  University 
of  Oklahoma  teaches  Choctaw,  Cherokee,  Creek  and  Kiowa.  Northeastern  State 
University  offers  Cherokee,  and  Oklahoma  State  University  holds  Creek 
classes . 

The  younger  generation  is  the  key  to  tribal  language  survival,  Anderton 


said . 

"It's  part  of  Indian  affairs  to  teach  from  generation  t o generation. 

This  needs  to  happen  to  happen  today/'  she  said.  "Without  young  people, 
languages  will  become  extinct  all  tribes  are  heading  down  that  road." 
According  to  the  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society,  these  Indian  languages  are 
extinct  or  endangered  in  Oklahoma: 

EXTINCT:  Alabama;  Cayuga;  Hitchiti;  Kitsai;  Koasati;  Miami;  Mikasuki; 
Peoria;  Quapaw;  Seneca;  Tonkawa;  Wyandotte. 

ENDANGERED:  Apache;  Arapaho;  Caddo;  Cherokee;  Cheyenne;  Chickasaw;  Choctaw; 
Comanche;  Delaware  (Lenape);  Euchee;  Iowa;  Kaw  (Kansa);  Kickapoo;  Kiowa; 
Modoc;  Creek  (Muscogee);  Osage;  Otoe;  Ottawa;  Pawnee;  Ponca;  Potawatomi; 

Sac  and  Fox;  Shawnee;  Wichita. 
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Byrd  says  government  delays  used  against  Cherokee  Nation 

c.  Tulsa  World 

2/24/99 

TAHLEQUAFI  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  is  a prime  example  of  the  government's 
failure  to  properly  account  for  Indian  money  and  land  held  in  trust.  Chief 
3oe  Byrd  said  Tuesday. 

Byrd  was  reacting  to  a Washington,  D.C.,  case  in  which  a federal  judge 
found  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin 
and  Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  Kevin  Gover  in  civil  contempt  for 
failing  to  produce  records  of  Indian  trust  funds. 

Judge  Royce  Lambert  also  warned  that  further  delays  could  lead  to 
criminal  contempt  citations  against  Rubin  and  Babbitt. 

The  order  came  in  a lawsuit  over  billions  of  dollars  in  money  and  land 
held  in  trust  for  as  many  as  500,000  Indians. 

"The  government  has  employed  this  delay  tactic  in  many  other  cases 
involving  Indians,  including  our  tribe  in  the  Arkansas  riverbed  case," 

Byrd  said. 

In  1970,  Byrd  said,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  Cherokee, 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  of  Oklahoma  owned  the  riverbed.  Thirty  years 
later,  Byrd  noted,  the  case  is  still  pending  in  federal  court. 
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FBI  quizzes  Cherokee  Chief  Byrd 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
2/25/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  FBI  has  interrogated  Cherokee  Chief  Joe  Byrd  in 
connection  with  allegations  of  wiretapping  and  the  questionable  spending  of 
federal  funds,  sources  said  Wednesday. 

A spokeswoman  for  Byrd  confirmed  that  an  FBI  agent  and  the  inspector 
general  for  the  Department  of  Interior  were  at  tribal  headquarters  Tuesday. 

"At  this  time  we  cannot  issue  any  statement,  due  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  an  official  meeting"  instigated  by  federal  authorities,  said  Tracy 


Gourd,  Byrd's  administrative  assistant. 

Gourd  confirmed  that  federal  officials  met  with  the  chief,  but  she 
declined  to  go  into  detail  about  the  conversation. 

Two  other  sources,  who  refused  to  be  identified,  said  federal  law 
enforcement  officials  are  looking  into  allegations  that  the  Byrd 
administration  had  knowledge  of  illegal  wiretapping  and  unauthorized 
payment  of  attorney  fees. 

The  attorney  fees  total  at  least  $88,000,  and  one  of  the  recipients  was 
the  Tulsa  law  firm  of  Byrd's  brother-in-  law,  the  sources  said. 

The  Byrd  administration  has  confirmed  that  it  once  had  possession  of 
wiretapped  conversations  but  said  the  recordings  were  immediately  turned 
over  to  the  FBI. 

The  wiretapped  telephone  conversations  included  one  between  a lay 
newspaper  publisher  and  a member  of  the  tribe's  supreme  court,  Dwight 
Birdwell.  Birdwell  is  no  longer  on  the  bench  and  is  running  against  Byrd 
and  others  for  chief  in  this  year's  Cherokee  Nation  elections. 

Newspaper  publisher  Marvin  Summerfield  has  filed  a lawsuit  in  federal 
court  in  Tulsa  against  the  tribe  for  the  alleged  wiretappings . 

Byrd  once  charged  that  a member  of  the  tribe's  supreme  court  was 
involved  in  a conspiracy  to  overthrow  his  government. 

Federal  authorities  are  seeking  all  those  who  have  listened  to  the  tape 
recordings,  one  source  said. 

A federal  grand  jury  is  scheduled  to  meet  in  Muskogee  in  March,  but  it 
was  not  known  whether  the  Cherokee  incident  would  be  on  the  agenda. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  conflict  since  February  1997,  when  Cherokee  Nation 
marshals  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of  alleged 
misuse  of  federal  funds. 

Byrd  fired  the  marshals,  which  set  off  warring  among  the  tribe's 
judicial,  administrative  and  legislative  branches. 

After  being  named  in  obstruction  of  justice  charges  by  the  tribe's 
supreme  court,  Byrd  established  a district  court  system  at  tribal 
headquarters  away  from  the  downtown  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse. 

Two  of  the  justices  who  sat  on  the  supreme  court  have  left  office, 
leaving  Byrd  with  two  appointments  to  the  three-member  body. 

Fie  has  made  one  appointment.  Assistant  Cherokee  County  District  Attorney 
Darrell  Dowty,  to  the  supreme  court.  Confirmation  of  the  tribal  council  by 
Byrd's  second  appointee,  Tahlequah  attorney  Tina  Iordan,  has  been  delayed 
because  it  wasn't  on  the  agenda  when  the  chief  took  it  before  the  council. 

There  also  have  been  vacancies  at  the  district  court  level  that  could  be 
filled  by  the  Byrd  administration. 

The  latest  appointment  is  lohn  Cripps,  a Sallisaw  attorney  who  succeeds 
Muskogee  attorney  Drew  Wilcoxen  as  associate  district  judge.  Wilcoxen 's 
term  expired  this  week. 

That  left  Philip  Viles  Ir.  of  Tulsa,  the  supreme  court's  chief  justice, 
as  the  only  Cherokee  jurist  not  nominated  by  Byrd. 
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Yep,  seen  it  a lot.  It's  damned  hard,  if  you're  a mixed  blood  who 
hasn't  been  raised  in  a culture  (or  if  you  don't  know  what  tribe  you 
are),  to  earn  acceptance  by  the  Indian  people.  I've  been  approached 
many  times  by  people  in  this  predicament  who  wanted  some  help 
understanding.  They  are  either  very  angry  or  very  sad  about  their 
situation,  and  none  of  them  can  understand  *what  the  problem  is*.  I 
recently  sent  excerpts  of  the  following  message  to  a brand  new  mixed 
blood  friend  whom  I like  very  much... 

Who  knows  what  *the  problem*  is?  (There  could  be  a million  of  them, 
depending  upon  the  person,  the  Indian  community  one's  involved  with, 
etc.  etc.)  But  I *do*  know  what  some  answers  are... 


You  know,  I've  seen  lots  of  situations  where  people  have  had  a difficult 
time  getting  to  know  the  Indian  people  so  that  they  could  be  accepted. 
Having  difficulty  getting  exposed  to  the  ways,  encountering  resistance 
when  you  say  you're  part  Indian  or  don't  know  exactly  which  tribe, 
committing  small  cultural  faux  pas  that  embarass  one,  and  all  that. 

When  you  don't  grow  up  a certain  way  (culture),  it  requires  extreme 
learning  and  gathering  of  knowledge,  and  that  can  be  very  difficult,  as 
well  as  painful.  It  also  takes  a long,  LONG  time.  Most  people  get 
depressed  about  that,  or  get  angry,  and  in  most  cases  simply  give  up  and 
blame  the  Indian  people  for  blocking  them  out  without  due  cause. 

Patience  is  not  an  easy  human  trait  to  come  by.  Neither  is 
perseverance. 

The  people  who  suggest  that  you  should  get  out  more,  go  to  powwows, 
etc.,  are  right.  It's  the  ONLY  WAY.  There  are  people  in  Germany  who 
travel  300  miles  just  to  get  to  a sweat  lodge  for  an  evening!  If  you 
want  something  badly  enough,  you  will  get  it.  Dust  GO  THERE. 

Otherwise,  you  will  never,  ever,  be  able  to  rub  shoulders  enough  to  get 
the  hang  of  anything. 

And  you  say  you  came  back  from  Sundance  walking  backward  and  talking  in 
riddles.  Heyoka?  That's  a scary  thought!  Have  you  ever  known  true 
Heyoka  people?  (They  are  EXTREMELY  RARE.)  Do  you  know  anything  about 
it  at  all?  Do  you  know  the  respect  and  reverence  and  fear  that  people 
have  for  a true  Heyoka?  I can't  tell  if  you  *literally*  danced  backward 
and  spoke  in  riddles  or  not,  but  if  you  did,  no  wonder  folks  got  a 
little  antsy!  Better  to  let  THAT  sleeping  dog  lie...  it  could  get  you 
into  a LOT  of  trouble!  If  you  truly  believe  you  have  those  sacred 
gifts,  then  it's  wise  to  wait  until  you  are  in  a situation  to  learn  more 
about  them,  before  letting  folks  know  they're  there...  Whew!  Before 
Indians  get  to  know  you  and  fully  accept  you,  it  will  most  *definitely* 
be  difficult  for  them  to  accept  your  Native  spiritual  experiences,  no 
matter  how  authentic  those  experiences  are.  So  it  would  be  wise  not  to 
speak  of  those  experiences.  Heck,  even  ^Indians*  get  chided  by  other 
Indians  for  talking  about  personal  spiritual  experiences  that  are 
unusual  or  that  seem  to  be  "better"  than  most  other  people's!  It's  just 
not  a subject  that's  talked  about  much.  Way  too  personal,  and  others 
also  always  suspect  too  much  ego  is  involved.  The  bottom  line  is  that 
your  experiences  are  just  between  you  and  the  Great  Spirt,  anyway,  and 
no  other  humans  need  to  be  involved  (except  maybe  for  an  authentic 
medicine  person  or  tribal  elder).  (If  they  *do*,  then  that  ol'  ego 
might  be  kicking  in.) 

The  Indian  people  aren't  going  to  hand  you  *acceptance*  on  a silver 
platter--  you  have  to  get  out  there  and  *earn*  it.  And  in  order  to  earn 
it,  you  gotta  learn  the  rules  of  the  game  and  follow  them,  like  it  or 
not.  It  would  be  that  way  if  you  were  a stranger  wanting  to  become  part 
of  a Chinese  culture,  a Malaysian  culture,  or  any  other  culture--  even 
if  you  *are*  Chinese  or  Malaysian  by  blood. 

Don't  give  up.  Lay  low,  take  your  time,  be  seen  but  not  heard,  help 
when  you  can,  earn  a reputation  as  being  a laid-back,  non-threatening 
person,  keep  your  ego  in  check,  ask  intelligent  questions,  (stop  trying 
to  *force*  things),  and  DUST  LURK  THERE  all  the  time.  If  you  can't 
prove  your  claim  to  heritage,  I wouldn't  mention  it  again--  it's  too 
soon  for  them  to  accept  that.  But  sooner  or  later,  they  will  come 
around  if  you  prove  yourself  as  a human  being  worthy  of  their 
appreciation.  But  it  will  take  time. 

Sad,  but  true...  Your  road  may  be  tough  to  becoming  accepted  as  Indian. 
It  would  be  easier  if  you  did  not  mention  your  heredity  for  now,  and 
simply  focused  on  getting  acceptance  as  a HUMAN  BEING.  That's  how  my 
husband  (100%  white)  came  to  earn  acceptance.  Not  as  an  Indian,  but  he 
is  loved  by  Natives  as  a human  being,  and  no  one  cares  that  he's  not 
Indian.  But  I do  believe  that  if  he  somehow  magically  discovered  that 
he  was  Indian  tomorrow,  that  people  would  instantly  believe  him.  That 
doesn't  mean  their  behavior  toward  him  would  change  at  all--  it 
wouldn't.  They  already  accept  him  and  love  him--  just  for  being  who  he 
is,  a wonderful  human  being.  And  that's  all  any  of  us  can  hope  for 
anyway--  being  loved  not  for  *what*  we  are,  but  for  *who*  we  are,  enit 


it? 

I hope  I don't  sound  preachy...  or  too  harsh.  Dust  wanted  to  share  some 
personal  experiences  and  thoughts  with  those  who've  never  heard  much 
words  about  it  before.  I offer  a hand  of  friendship  to  you,  and  pray 
that  everything  will  turn  out  all  right  in  the  long  run.  You've  got 
quite  a road  ahead  of  you,  for  sure...  Tough,  but  NOT  impossible. 
PERSEVERE!!  If  you're  an  acceptable  human  being,  acceptance  by  human 
beings  will  happen. 

Best  Wishes, 

Wicakpi 


"RE:  Oh,  The  Sweet  Sound"  

From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge(3hotmail . com> 

Sub j : oh,  the  sweet  sound 

Date:  Mon,  25  Dan  1999  17:40:56  GMT 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Oh,  the  sweet  sound 

Young,  care  free,  someone  special  I knew,  a winter  night  it  was  college 
and  she  lived  far  away  in  a place  I have  never  been,  I had  returned 
home  for  the  holidays  She  said  as  we  were  leaving  will  you  call  me 

I can  hear  it  still  Oh  the  sweet  sound  of  it  she  sings  to  me  softly  as 
I walk  around  these  hills  and  mesas  the  whiteness  of  the  snow  a gift 
Changing  woman  has  laid  her  soft  blanket  blessed  this  land,  a sleep,  a 
sleep,  quietly  it  covers  all  these  places  I know. . . . 

Where  are  you,  thoughts  cross  my  mind  through  the  day  yes,  I see  you 
all  those  miles  away,  what  are  you  doing.  Oh,  a voice,  hers,  a call  I 
am  to  make  today,  ah,  the  sweet  sound,  I want  to  hear  it.  there  is  no 
way  to  hear  it  in  this  place,  it  is  far  away  and  I need  to  hear  it 
so.  . . 

There  is  a place,  yes  it  is  there,  down  the  road  Off  the  mountain  I go 
to  the  flatland  it  is  twilight,  the  stars  seem  to  glow  I look  and  it 
lies  at  a trading  post  miles  away,  yet  it  is  just  a thought  away 

I find  myself  on  the  road,  I am  going  I say,  where,  to  the  store  at 
Newcomb. . .why. .. . I have  to  do  something,  and  away  I go,  the  cold  night 
air  has  not  touched  me 

I walk  down  the  road,  the  lights  are  there  but  small  dots,  the  sweet 
sound  I hear  Walking  down  this  dusty  trail,  the  crunch  of  ice  and  snow 
sound  like  a crackling  fire 

This  trail  I know  so  well,  the  places  are  the  same  I feel  different 
somehow  I am  trying,  come  on  it  is  not  far,  the  road  is  short  the  miles 
seem  to  go  by 

finally  there  is  a ride  Manygoats  on  his  way  to  Sanostee,  he  says  where 
are  you  going  tonight  of  all  nights,  everyone  is  home.  I say  it  is  to 
the  phone  at  Newcomb  trading  post  I have  to  go,  Manygoats  looks  at  me 
and  then  he  knows....  I will  take  you  there  my  wife  can  wait  a while 
more  at  Sanostee...  it  is  ok. 

The  stars  have  found  their  place,  they  make  a picture  for  me  and  before 
long  the  white  of  the  store  is  there,  no  one  is  around  it  is  closed  a 
single  light  Thank  you  I say,  and  he  turns  around  He  must  retrace  miles 
he  has  gone  out  of  his  way 

Oh  the  sweet  sound  is  it  there  the  night  is  quiet  and  everything  is 
still  no  sound  from  house  fires  at  this  site  nor  of  travelling  do  I 
hear  on  this  road 

Ah  yes  it  is  there,  softly  it  rests  waiting  for  me  this  line  that 
carries  so  far  taking  me  all  the  way  there  What  is  it,  the  number  it  is 
here  somewhere  yes,  in  a corner  of  my  pocket 

the  world  stops  and  with  cold  hands  call  I can  see  her  when  she  left  to 
go  to  a place  far  away  There  is  the  ring  and  it  goes  once  twice  and 
then  I hear  the  sound  a sound  so  sweet,  it  is  no  other  in  this  land  it 
sings  the  coldness  has  lost  its  touch  I travel  on  wings  of  a new  song  all 
the  way  I go  to  you,  I go,  this  spot  on  heaven's  earth  oh  the  sweet  sound 
no  thought  of  the  long  walk  home  it  is  nothing,  I am  young  and  can  run 


with  warmth  and  a glow  I will  go  oh  the  sweet  sound 

I hear  it  and  I am  here  oh  the  sweet  sound  and  then  it  is  there  what 
are  you  doing  I hear  Nothing  I say,  just  thought  I would  give  you  a 
call  and  say  hi ... . 

John  Rustywire,  rez  thoughts 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Feb  1999  14:18:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub j : Food  for  Thought  004 

Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0004 

Let's  talk  about  the  coming  of  the  Millennium!  My  internal  clock  is 
feeling  anxiety  seeing  electronic  clocks  counting  down  everywhere  till  the 
coming  of  the  new  year,  like  a timer  to  a bomb.  I personally  feel  the 
message  is  "the  Future  is  ending".  Tabloid  Magazines  proclaim  the  end  is 
near!  Since  1975  I heard  California  is  going  to  break  off  into  Sea,  even 
parts  of  Nevada. 

Dooms  day  Cults  are  on  the  rise,  Malitia's  prepare  for  Armageddon,  women 
are  the  most  prayed  upon  creatures  in  the  land  and  the  weather  is  changing. 
Catastrophic  events  are  taking  place  because  Earth  is  changing,  a daily 
process  of  growing  and  changing  and  with  change  comes  disruption.  While 
the  o-zone  layer  that  protects  Earth  from  elements  in  space  is  tearing  to 
a size  of  the  United  States,  new  stress  the  Earth  has  to  adapt  to.  All  the 
while  more  of  the  green  life  is  being  tore  down  to  build  cement  buildings, 
restricting  oxygen.  Pollution,  remember  in  the  70's  an  Indian  commercial 
"Keep  America  Beautiful"  slogan,  where  the  Indian  sees  trash  laying  around 
and  one  tear  falls?  Well  that  commercial  now  needs  to  be  filmed  by  a River 
with  trash  and  dead  fish  because  of  the  illegal  dumping  of  chemicals.  What 
we  do  to  the  Web,  we  do  to  ourselves!!! 

I have  many  theories  and  I have  found  that  there  are  people  called 
theologist,  but  I wonder  what  they  think  about  the  idea  of,  over  a period 
of  time  of  polluting  and  storms  washing  waste  out  to  Sea,  then  another 
storm  out  at  Sea  stirs  up  the  waters  and  the  winds  blow  horrible  colds  to 
the  main  lands,  like  the  incubated  strains  of  disease.  So  therefor  these 
new  stains  of  "flus"  are  not  natural,  they  are  made  by  ignorance  of  man 
and  the  ever  growing  process  of  nature.  I remember  a quote  it's  not  word 
for  word  but  goes  like  this,  "only  after  every  thing  has  been  polluted 
will  you  know  that  money  can  not  be  eaten". 

I'm  not  looking  at  the  year  2000  as  a beginning  to  an  end,  but  a time  to 
change  the  future  for  my  children  as  well  as  yours.  The  further  we  get 
from  nature  the  further  we  get  from  ourselves... 

I also  don't  believe  the  end  of  time  is  in  this  lifetime,  but  possibly 
the  end  of  life  as  we  know  it!  Why  is  living  in  Flarmony  with  nature  a 
"bad"  thing?  I only  say  that  because  "live  and  let  live"  are  not  taught 
along  with  math  and  reading.  When  the  last  Buffalo  has  gone  and  Native 
Americans  are  nothing  but  a good  story  of  people  who  tried  to  teach  "the 
web  of  life",  will  we  have  learned  that  it  is  never  to  late  for  change, 
since  change  is  a daily  growing  process. 


True  Flistory:  Boston  Tea  Party,  Taxes  on  the  imported  tea  was  claimed 
unconstitutional,  so  a small  group  of  patriots  disguised  as  Indians 
boarded  the  ship  and  tossed  45  tons  of  tea  into  the  Boston  Flarbor. 

"RE;  shuswap  Want  More  Police"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Feb  1999  23:55:20  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : "More  police":  Shuswap  Band  Councils 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  BANDS  SAY  THEY  NEED  MORE  POLICE 
Kamloops  Daily  News,  February  27,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 


or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

More  police  officers  are  needed  to  meet  an  increasing  workload  on  the 
Kamloops,  Skeetchestn  and  Whispering  Pines  Indian  Band  lands,  RCMP  and  band 
leaders  said  Friday.  Chiefs  from  the  three  bands  met  with  RCMP,  federal 
and  provincial  officials  at  the  Chief  Louis  Centre  to  renew  a First  Nations 
policing  agreement.  The  tripartite  agreement  was  first  signed  April  1, 

1997.  It  stated  the  RCMP  --  financed  by  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  --  would  provide  police  services  to  the  three  bands.  The  First 
Nations  police  unit  took  over  duties  from  the  Kamloops  RCMP  detachment. 

That  first  agreement  expired  March  31,  1998.  Negotiators  spent  the  last  11 
months  revising  aspects  of  the  deal.  New  clauses  include  language  allowing 
for  more  officers,  as  well  as  a new  building  on  Kamloops  Indian  Band  land. 

As  well,  the  First  Nations  unit  and  the  RCMP  rural  unit  were  amalgamated. 

Chief  Manny  Dules  said  the  policing  arrangement,  while  worthwhile,  has  not 
been  without  "trials  and  tribulations."  Of  greatest  concern  is  a shortage 
of  staff.  There  are  three  First  Nations  officers  and  six  rural  officers  in 
the  new  combined  unit.  A needs  assessment  done  before  the  agreement  was 
signed  indicated  at  least  13  officers  were  required  to  work  the  9,300 
square  kilometres  in  the  policing  area.  The  area  is  huge,  the  demands 
great,  Dules  said.  Last  year  there  were  1,600  calls  through  the  unit's 
region.  "We  have  a case  load  larger  than  100  Mile  House,"  Dules  said.  "They 
have  19  officers  there."  With  increasing  development  at  Sun  Peaks  and  Sun 
Rivers,  the  need  for  more  police  will  grow.  Negotiations  are  under  way  with 
federal  and  provincial  officials  and  Dules  is  confident  additional 
resources  will  be  found.  "I  feel  very  good  about  it,"  he  said. 

Sgt.  Dacob  Hes,  head  of  the  First  Nations  and  rural  unit,  agreed  that  more 
staff  is  warranted.  "It  (the  agreement)  seems  to  be  working  well,  but  lack 
of  resources  does  seem  to  be  a problem,"  he  said.  A new  building,  expected 
within  12  to  24  months,  will  be  welcome,  he  said.  The  facility  will  be  big 
enough  to  house  a 15-member  unit,  creating  room  for  expansion. 

Hes  said  the  First  Nations  and  rural  unit  will  maintain  a working 
relationship  with  the  city  RCMP  detachment.  City  members  will  continue  to 
be  first  response  to  serious  incidents  on  KIB  land  if  the  First  Nations  and 
rural  squad  is  occupied  elsewhere. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Alaska  Tribe  Charges  Washington  State  with  Bias"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Feb  1999  11:55:36  -0600 
From:  "WhiteHawk"  <ayastigi@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : Alaska  Tribe  Charges  Washington  State  with  Bias  in  Murder  Case 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Alaska  Tribe  Charges  Washington  State  with  Bias  in 
Murder  Case.  Tribe  asks  Prosecutor  to  seek  Death  Penalty  or  Transfer 
Durisdiction 

PRESS  RELEASE  from  the  Kuiu  Tlingit  Nation  Alaska  - Tribal  Office 
Raven  Avenue  - Saxman  Village,  Ketchikan,  AK  99901 

Seattle,  WA  97  02/24/99  97  The  Alaska  Tribe  that  banished  two  Tlingit 
youth  to  remote  islands  in  Alaska  after  attacking  a pizza  delivery  driver, 
is  asking  for  jurisdiction  in  a case  involving  the  brutal  slaying  of  one 
of  their  own  young  women  in  Grays  Harbor  County  of  Washington  state.  The 
badly  decomposed  body  of  Lori  Peterson,  a 36  year  old  Kuiu  KwElan  Tribal 
Member,  was  found  off  Bay  View  Road  near  Ocosta,  WA  on  December  17,  1998, 


following  her  disappearance  late  last  summer.  The  gruesome  discovery  came 
on  the  heels  of  a confession  by  lason  Stalkfleet,  who  is  also  charged  in 
three  bank  robberies.  Stalkfleet  admitted  in  a statement  to  police  that  he 
killed  Lori  Peterson. 

Persons  close  to  her  family  state  that  Stalkfleet  had  been  selling  Ms. 
Peterson's  personal  effects  and  disposing  of  other  belongings  in  the  weeks 
before  the  grim  finding  of  her  remains.  Reports  indicate  that  the  young 
woman  suffered  several  broken  ribs  and  a broken  leg  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Several  individuals  have  been  implicated  in  the  disposal  of  the 
body  and  subsequent  cover-up.  "Lori  Peterson  was  'thrown  away1  like  so 
much  trash  in  an  attempt  to  hide  the  body  and  conceal  the  crime/'  states  a 
letter  from  the  Kuiu  Tribe  addressed  to  Michael  D.  Smith,  Pacific  County 
Prosecutor. 

The  President  and  Spokesman  for  the  Kuiu  Tlingit  Tribe  has  written  a 
letter  alleging  that  Prosecutor  Smith  is  not  disposed  to  vigorously 
prosecute  lason  Stalkfleet  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law  and  taking  a 
"soft  approach."  The  letter  cites  a high  official  in  the  local  police 
department  who  was  heard  to  complain  that  one  officer  was  assigned  to 
investigate  the  murder  of  the  Tlingit  woman  while  28  officers  were 
assigned  to  investigate  a crime  against  one  of  their  own  officers.  When 
interviewed  at  home,  George  Suckinaw  lames,  lr.,  said,  "Well  its  not  the 
first  time  officials  haven't  cared  about  the  death  of  an  Indian.  I have  an 
article  here  from  the  newspaper  that  says  Indians  are  more  likely  to  be 
victims  of  violent  crime." 

When  asked  if  the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Smith  to  vigorously 
prosecute  in  this  case  was  due  to  racism,  lames  replied,  "When  the  victim 
is  an  Indian  girl  and  the  confessed  murderer  is  a non-Native,  it  sure 
looks  like  it."  Copies  of  the  letter  were  served  this  day  via  fax  and  U.S. 
mail  on  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  the  Office  of  Tribal  lustice  Director 
Tom  LeClaire,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Director  Gover,  Washington 
Governor  Gary  Locke,  Washington  State  Attorney  General  Gregoire,  the 
Washington  State  Institute  of  Public  Policy  Criminal  lustice  Project,  and 
the  international  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities,  a 
United  Nations  Non-governmental  Organization  with  Roster  Status. 

The  Kuiu  Tribe  is  asking  for  an  in-depth  investigation  into  the  murder 
of  their  Tribal  daughter  and  for  imposition  of  the  death  penalty.  Tribal 
Spokesman,  Rudy  lames  requested  that  jurisdiction  in  the  case  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  Combined  Court  of  Tlingit  Law  for  adjudication.  The  state  of 
Washington  has  been  invited  to  enjoy  Concurrent  lurisdiction  with  the 
Tribal  Court.  According  to  Tribal  officials,  lason  Stalkfleet  would  be 
granted  a fair  hearing  before  a panel  of  Tribal  ludges,  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  his  current  legal  counsel,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
powers,  privileges  and  protections  available  to  any  Tribal  Member  under 
Traditional  Tribal  Law. 

Reached  in  his  office  in  California  where  he  is  on  a fellowship  writing 
about  Traditional  Tribal  Law,  Mr.  lames  said,  "We  hear  about  states 
getting  tough  on  crime  - this  posture  of  Prosecutor  Smith  regarding  the 
murder  of  my  niece  is  most  surprising."  If  the  non-Natives  are  reluctant 
to  administer  justice  in  this  case,  the  Tribe  is  prepared  to  step  forward. 
For  more  information  contact: 

George  S.  lames,  lr..  Secretary  of  State 
GowukElan  - Traditional  Peacemaker 
Ph/Fax:  206-362-7725 

email  address:  wolfhouse@earthlink.net 

"RE : Support  Requested  for  Native  Prisoners"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Feb  1999  22:34:35  +0400 
From:  valerie@emirates . net . ae 
Sub j : Support  Requested 
To:  nw-news@nativeweb.org 

Greetings, 

I am  writing  on  behalf  of  Alex  Montana,  a Comanche  prisoner  in  the  Texas 
penal  system,  who  has  established  the  American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Fund 


(AIRRF).  The  objectives  of  this  non-profit  organization  are  to  support  ALL 
American  Indian  prisoners  within  Texas  prison  facilities  and  to  gain  public 
support  urging  for  legislative  action  to  secure  and  protect  the  religious 
and  spiritual  needs  of  American  Indian  prisoners. 

The  organization  has  started  a letter  writing  campaign  and  petitions 
and  could  use  considerable  support  from  around  the  world.  Alex  has  just 
informed  me  that  Lenny  Foster,  Director,  Navajo  Nation  Corrections  Project, 
and  coordinating  member  of  the  National  Native  American  Prisoners  Rights 
Advocacy  Coalition,  has  joined  ranks  with  AIRRF  and  will  be  meeting  shortly 
with  prison  officials.  Senator  Barrientos,  and  a representative  from  the 
Governor's  office  in  regards  to  passing  legislation  such  as  that  mentioned 
above.  As  you  may  know,  Lenny  has  been  instrumental  in  helping  pass 
similar  bills  in  other  states,  and  has  testified  before  Congress  on  this 
issue . 

For  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  what  the  prisoners  are  requesting, 
they  would  like  a religious  policy  that  includes  the  following: 

1)  Access  to  a sweat  lodge. 

2)  Private  consultation  with  a medicine  man/spiritual  advisor. 

3)  To  possess  and  carry  a medicine  pouch  and  prayer  pipe. 

4)  To  conduct  a prayer  pipe  ceremony  outdoors. 

5)  To  possess  eagle  feathers. 

6)  An  exemption  to  the  grooming  code  that  would  allow  Indian  prisoners  to 
grow  long  hair  for  religious  reasons. 

7)  To  possess  sage,  cedar  and  tobacco. 

Letters  should  be  forwarded  to  the  officials  below,  urging  them  to 
institute  and  maintain  a religious  policy  that  would  effectively  and 
reasonably  address  the  spiritual  and  religious  needs  of  American  Indian 
prisoners . 

Governor  George  Bush,  3r. 

State  Capitol 

Austin,  Texas  78711 

Phone:  (512)  463-2000 

Fax:  1-512-463-1849 

Web  Site:  www.governor.state.tx.us 

Gonzalo  Barrientos 

Texas  State  Senator 

P.O.  Box  12068 

Austin,  Texas  78711 

Phone:  (512)  463-0114 

Toll  Free:  1-800-735-1989  (Texas  only) 

Fax:  (512)  463-5949 

Wayne  Scott,  Executive  Director 

TDC3-ID 

P.O.  Box  99 

Huntsville,  Texas  77342 

Should  you  require  any  further  information,  please  write  to: 

Alex  Montana  (Chairman)  or 

Linda  Davenport  (Secretary/Treasurer) 

American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Fund 
Suite  D-109-183 
Austin,  Texas  78704-4785 
Fax:  1-512-707-9665 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  support. 

Valerie  Scott 

For:  Alex  Montana  (AIRRF) 

- — "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Feb  99  0502:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Burrage,  George  B 
#303-069 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/76 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 

Campbell,  Ronnie 
#326-408 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/29/67 


Casto,  Steven 
#325-538 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Chafin,  Thomas  Eugene 
#266-904 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/9/61 
Ancestry:  Seminole  / Cree 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Feb  1999  07:58:09  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  94 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


Butts,  Michael 
87C0013 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  12/24/44 
Ancestry:  Miniconjou  / Lakota 

Carroll  Floyd  A. 

# CU-2347  C/B/19 
10754  Rt.  18 
Albion.  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  11/25/67 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 

Causey,  learald  Keith 
#A  219-958 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/11/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Chastant,  3ason  Paul 

#330297 

1453  15th.  St. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 
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WASHINGTON. 


UPON  the  broad  Potomac's  shore. 

Below  the  city  of  his  name. 

His  ashes  rest,  who  evermore 
Will  live  the  favorite  of  fame. 

There  is  no  bound  unto  his  fame. 

But  every  land  beneath  the  sun 
Leads  to  the  general  acclaim. 

Which  greets  the  name  of  Washington. 
-I. A.  EDGERTON. 


ONE  OF  OUR  YOUNG  MEN  IN  CALIFORNIA. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  Perry  Tsamauwa  went  some  time  since  to 
Hoopa  Valley,  California,  as  an  employee  of  the  Government.  His  home  is 
in  New  Mexico.  He  came  to  Pennsylvania  several  years  ago  and  worked 
hard  and  faithfully  for  an  education.  Now  he  has  gone  to  the  other  side 
of  the  continent  to  put  into  useful  practice  what  he  learned.  If  he 
could  get  that  which  makes  him  an  independent  man  and  enables  him  to 
take  care  of  himself  independent  of  the  Government  and  independent  of 
helpers,  quicker,  better  and  more  certain  by  going  away  from  home,  was 
not  that  the  right  thing  for  him  to  do?  Now  that  he  has  the  knowledge 
that  enables  him  to  support  himself  is  it  not  his  bounden  duty  to  go 
wherever  he  can  find  a place  of  usefulness  and  business?  Isn't  that 
what  the  white  young  man  does?  If  a white  boy  goes  off  to  school  and 
college  and  learns  that  which  enables  him  to  make  his  living  by 
doctoring,  preaching,  teaching,  farming  or  selling  goods,  is  it  not  his 
duty  to  go  where  such  business  calls?  Who  can  reasonably  question?  Yet 
we  find  many  and  many  a person  asking  whether  it  is  the  proper  thing 
after  all  to  educate  the  Indian  children  away  from  their  homes?  And 
when  they  get  through  school  everything  is  brought  to  bear  to  make  them 
think  that  their  first  duty  is  at  home.  It  may  be,  but  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  thinks  the  educated  Indian  should  have  the  same 
free  choice  of  a place  to  live  and  to  put  into  best  use  his  knowledge, 
as  the  white  young  man  or  woman  has.  Not  only  a choice,  but  should  be 
encouraged  to  go  where  he  will  be  most  likely  to  succeed,  rather  than  go 
back  where  his  old  temptations  and  Indian  ways  will  be  apt  to  pull  him 
down . 

Perry  says  he  enjoys  his  work  and  that  he  is  trying  to  do  the  best  he 
can.  Although  he  is  a shoe-maker  he  has  been  detailed  temporarily  as 
disciplinarian  to  await  the  arrival  of  a new  appointee.  It  is  the  rainy 
season  for  them,  and  they  have  had  a very  little  snow. 


PE-TAH- LAI-SHARO. 


Twenty-six  years  ago,  Pe-tah-lai-sharo  was  the  recognized  leader  of 
the  four  bands  of  Pawnees. 

The  tribe  then  occupied  the  land  where  the  Genoa  Nebraska  School  now 
stands . 

The  writer  knew  the  great  chieftain  well. 

He  died  from  an  accidental  shot. 

He  said  that  a peal  of  thunder  warned  him  of  his  death. 

At  his  dying  hour  he  sent  for  the  United  States  Indian  Agent,  and  said 
these  words: 


"Father,  I go.  It  is  well.  The  gods  hold  council  in  the  heavens  and 
I have  heard  their  summons. 

My  son,  Chief-of-the-Sun,  will  follow  in  the  true  way  that  I have 
lived.  Peace,  Father!  Peace,  my  son!  Father  that  is  above,  all  is  with 
thee. " 

The  words  were  interpreted  by  a son  of  the  Agent  whom  the  Pawnees 
named  Boy  Chief. 


USED  TO  BE  OF  OUR  FORCE. 


Miss  Alice  M.  Robertson  is  a candidate  for  appointment  as  Supervisor 
of  Schools  for  Indian  Territory.  We  feel  sure  that  if  she  receives  the 
appointment  the  Indians  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  helpful  work  of 
one  who  is  so  interested  in  their  welfare.  -[The  Indian's  Friend. 
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Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Our  Superintendent's  earnest  talk  before  the  student  body  yesterday 
morning  at  breakfast  should  make  every  heart  present  beat  with  anxious 
desire  to  go  out  into  the  WORLD  and  be  a man  and  woman.  What  would  we 
think  of  a Dickinson  College  graduate,  if  when  asked  what  he  was  going 
to  do,  answered  that  he  had  thought  of  taking  a course  in  the  little 
Middlesex  school  down  by  our  farm?  That  would  be  as  sensible  a move  as 
for  a Carlisle  graduate  to  contemplate  going  from  this  Indian  school  to 
another  INDIAN  school.  The  Major  showed  up  in  strongest  terms  the  great 
necessity  of  getting  out  and  away  from  Indians.  The  weakness  of  all 
Indian  schools  is  in  making  departments  that  attract  the  Indian  after  he 
has  received  enough  education  to  go  OUT  into  schools  built  up  for  all 
classes . 

Do  you  wish  to  take  a Commercial  Course? 

Go  out  into  a Commercial  College  that  is  not  all  Indian,  but  whose 
students  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  pushing  business  people  of 
our  land,  whose  business-push  you  must  get  into  your  very  bones  and 
sinew  or  you  will  NEVER  be  fitted  for  business. 

The  Major  would  be  glad  to  see  every  Indian  school  in  the  land  wiped 
out  of  existence,  and  Carlisle  should  be  the  first,  if  the  purposes  of 
such  schools  are  not  to  get  the  Indian  youth  OUT  into  schools  that  are 
NOT  race  schools  but  which  are  made  up  of  boys  and  girls  of  all  races, 
all  striving  for  the  knowledge  that  will  help  them  to  become  active 
business  men  and  women,  and  from  those  schools  OUT  into  the  business 
world . 

Ready? 

The  Indian  boy  and  girl  is  ready  for  such  a step  as  soon  as  they  are 
washed  and  have  gained  a few  of  the  first  lessons  that  make  them  as 


other  children.  The  placing  of  expensive  machinery  in  shops,  the 
establishing  of  departments  higher  than  the  grammar  grade,  to  entice  a 
longer  stay  in  Indian  environment  is  the  weakest  move  that  an  Indian 
school  could  make. 

We  have  not  Major  Pratt's  words,  but  on  hearing  the  report  of  those 
who  heard  the  talk  his  thought  was  on  this  line  and  made  an  impression 
that  will  tell. 

Cleaver  Warden  and  Leonard  Tyler  of  Oklahoma,  who  were  pupils  of 
Carlisle  years  ago,  visited  the  school  last  week.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Cleaver  Warden  was  here  a few  months  ago  with  a party  of  Cheyenne 
and  Arapahoe  chiefs  who  had  been  in  Washington  on  business  for  their 
tribes.  Messrs.  Warden  and  Tyler  appear  to  be  men  of  sturdy  worth,  and 
were  full  of  interesting  accounts  of  their  work  since  they  left  us  as 
pupils,  but  both  deplore  that  they  did  not  remain  in  school  long  enough 
to  become  educated  men. 

One  of  them  might  have  been  the  lawyer  in  Washington  to  be  employed  by 
the  tribe  at  a salary  of  several  thousand  dollars  a year,  instead  of  the 
man  now  employed,  had  they  become  learned  in  the  law.  Mr.  Warden  had 
the  ability  when  a school  boy  to  push  himself  up  into  this  higher  sphere 
of  usefulness,  but  they  were  enticed  back  home.  Mr.  Tyler  went  back  on 
account  of  health;  both  have  done  well  considering  the  uphill  work  they 
found,  but  who  can  estimate  what  the  tribe  has  lost  by  their  not  going 
on  through  the  high  school,  the  college,  the  law  school  and  up  onto 
vantage  ground  from  whence  they  could  command  a view  of  real 
situations.  They  see  more  than  the  chiefs  but  these  half -educated  men 
are  yet  so  blind  and  incapable  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  employ  others 
to  look  after  the  tribal  interests. 


The  band  will  give  a concert  in  the  Opera  House,  Carlisle,  tomorrow 
evening  for  the  benefit  of  the  G.A.R.  It  will  be  a living 
representation  of  scenes  in  the  American-Spanish  war,  rearranged  by 
Director  Wheelock  from  Tobani's  Civil  War.  Peace  scenes,  work  scenes, 
gala-day  scenes,  soldier  scenes,  pathetic  scenes,  laughable  scenes  will 
fill  the  hour.  In  all  it  is  a most  pleasing  entertainment.  The  band 
has  improved  greatly  in  the  last  three  months,  and  the  music  from  61 
superb  instruments  will  suit  the  ear  of  the  most  fastidious.  Admission 
25,  35,  and  50  cents. 

Delilah  Cornelius  is  married,  so  we  hear.  She  has  been  serving  as 
seamstress  at  Chippewa,  Minnesota,  since  she  left  Carlisle. 

Class  '99,  the  alumni  and  several  members  of  the  faculty  were 
entertained  on  Tuesday  evening  by  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  at  their 
residence.  A portrait  gallery  game  was  an  interesting  feature  of  the 
evening.  Music  and  social  chat  each  had  a part,  and  after  refreshments 
the  company  dispersed.  The  graduating  class  reception  is  looked  forward 
to  by  the  members  of  each  class  as  a great  event  of  their  school  life. 
And  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  with  their  daughter  Miss  Nana,  spare  no  pains 
to  make  the  affair  an  enjoyable  and  memorable  occasion. 

Ida  Swallow  who  does  the  piano  playing  for  the  daily  gymnastic  drills 
deserves  high  credit  for  her  remarkable  patience  and  most  excellent 
time.  No  one  knows  what  a strain  it  is  to  occupy  the  place  of  player 
when  a mistake  in  time  would  throw  hundreds  out  in  their  maneuvering  of 
wand,  dumbbell  or  Indian  club.  The  drill  is  very  beautiful  to  look 
upon,  and  Mr.  Thomspon  does  it  all  with  no  show  of  bluster.  The 
exercise  is  enjoyed  by  all  who  take  part,  and  their  health  is 
correspondingly  excellent. 
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The  snow  is  going  off  gently.  What  a blessing! 

What  Junior  looked  on  the  map  of  Florida  for  the  Nicaragua  Canal? 
Major  and  Miss  Nana  Pratt  spent  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Washington. 

The  new  exhibit  of  school  work  in  the  hall  of  the  school  building  is 
beautiful . 

The  drawing  exhibit  is  partly  ready,  and  shows  up  excellently. 

Mrs.  Mason  Pratt,  of  Steelton,  with  her  pastor,  visited  the  school  on 
Monday. 


Let  a number  of  the  town  boys  and  girls  try  for  the  Five-dollar 
prize.  See  last  page. 

There  is  promise  of  a large  number  of  friends  of  the  school  for  the 
Commencement  occasion. 

Books  are  being  called  in  by  the  Librarian  this  week,  to  take  account 
of  the  number  on  hand. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flood;  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Bennett,  are  visiting 
her,  and  will  remain  over  Commencement. 

One  boy  left  behind  in  No.  9 last  year  has  made  his  grade  and  becomes 
a Dunior  this  year.  Moral.  Work,  work,  WORK. 

The  school  could  not  take  time  for  a holiday  on  Washington's  birthday, 
but  have  the  promise  of  the  day  after  Commencement. 

Isaac  Wilson,  a minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  visited  the  school 
between  trains  on  Monday.  He  is  a personal  acquaintance  of  Miss  Hulme 
and  Miss  Burgess. 

Misses  Clara  and  Mary  Anthony  were  out  on  Saturday,  paying  after 
blizzard  calls,  and  their  friends  were  glad  to  see  that  they  had 
survived  the  great  storm. 

Subscribers  finding  strange  numbers  on  their  papers  may  know  that  they 
are  private  marks  of  the  mailing  department,  showing  the  time  to  which 
they  have  paid. 

The  visiting  committees  for  tonight  are  as  follows.  Invincibles, 
Misses  Campbell  and  Barclay;  Standards,  Messrs.  Beitzel  and  Barclay; 
Susans,  Misses  Burgess  and  Carter. 

Mr.  Standing's  talk  on  Saturday  night  was  another  of  his  plain, 
practical  presentations  of  just  what  everybody  wants  to  know,  and  which 
always  holds  the  attention  of  the  student  body. 

The  D.  Wells  Champney  lecture  to  be  given  before  the  societies  on 
Tuesday  evening  next  week,  will  be  a treat.  Mr.  Champney  is  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  pastel  artists  in  this  country,  and  is  a charming 
speaker,  illustrating  his  talk  with  crayon  as  he  goes  along.  Admission 
25  cents. 

Promotions  are  under  consideration  and  the  usual  number  of  careless 
students  will  be  asking  why  their  claims  to  advancement  are  not 
considered.  Why?  Oh,  Why?  You  have  not  worked,  or  you  do  not  think, 
or  you  are  not  painstaking  in  your  speaking;  your  efforts  to  read 
intelligently  and  to  understand  what  your  class  is  at  work  upon,  are  not 
your  best  efforts;  you  have  wasted  time  when  others  were  studying,  and 
of  course,  bright,  earnest  workers  in  the  grade  above  you  must  not  be 
handicapped  by  pupils  not  ready.  When  can  we  go  on?  Dust  as  soon  as 
you  go  to  work  and  show  power  enough  to  take  the  next  step. 

No  paper  will  publish  a verbatim  report  of  the  Commencement 
proceedings  but  The  Red  Man.  It  would  be  well  to  order  at  once.  Five 
cents  a single  copy;  six  copies  for  a quarter,  sent  to  any  address  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Cynthia  Webster,  class  '96,  has  been  heard  from  lately.  She  says  that 
she  is  enjoying  her  work  at  the  Potawatomie  School,  Kansas,  and  is 
getting  along  nicely.  During  the  cold  weather  in  Kansas  the  thermometer 
was  10  degrees  below  zero. 

Master  Darvis  Butler  departed  for  his  grandfather ' s home  in  Virginia, 
early  Tuesday  morning.  Master  Darvis  has  made  friends  among  the  students 
and  faculty  who  will  ever  give  him  a warm  welcome  when  he  comes  to  visit 
his  mother. 

The  pupils  of  No.  8 entertained  a few  guests  on  Monday  evening  in 
their  school  room,  by  recitation,  declamation,  song,  instrumental  music 
and  concert  reading.  Ye  reporter  felt  that  Miss  Cochran  had  reason  to 
feel  proud  of  her  boys  and  girls. 

The  people  will  wonder  what  has  become  of  the  Susans,  for  they  have 
not  been  heard  from  for  a long  time.  They  are  still  living  and  hold 
their  meetings  regularly,  Friday  evenings.  They  have  received  two 
handsome  pictures,  one  of  Mrs.  Pratt,  and  one  of  Miss  Shaffner,  which 
the  society  appreciates  very  much. 

A great  muscalonge,  perhaps  four  feet  in  length,  came  by  express 
yesterday  to  the  house  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt.  The  fish  is  from 
Chautauqua  Lake  and  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Pratt's  brother,  Mr.  Mason,  of 


Jamestown,  N.Y.  Please  pass  the  fish! 

Mr.  Frank  Hudson,  '96,  who  was  out  visiting  boys  in  the  country  when 
the  blizzard  came,  was  shut  in  by  snow  for  several  days,  and  has  now 
returned,  saying  it  is  impossible  to  get  from  place  to  place  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  roads  in  Bucks  County. 

In  No.  9 a Washington's  Birthday  program  was  carried  out  on  Tuesday 
evening.  There  were  recitations  and  essays.  One  of  the  students  says 
some  lacked  in  industry  and  did  not  prepare  themselves,  but  the  hour  was 
all  too  short,  for  it  was  so  much  enjoyed. 

When  John  Lufkins,  as  leader  of  the  band  last  Saturday  night,  stopped 
the  playing  before  the  last  company  of  the  girls  hove  in  sight  from 
under  the  balcony,  everybody  laughed.  John  took  Director  Wheelock's 
place,  the  latter  having  been  called  out;  and  did  well. 

Commencement  next  week.  On  Monday  night  the  gymnastic  drill  will  be 
viewed  by  the  people  of  Carlisle.  The  shops  and  school  rooms  will  be 
open  for  out  of  town  friends  all  Tuesday.  On  Tuesday  evening  the 
lecture  before  the  Literary  Societies,  by  J.  Wells  Champney,  the  artist, 
will  take  place.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  the  Gymnastic,  Calisthenics, 
Drill  and  Inspection  of  Industries,  for  the  visitors  from  a distance 
will  be  held.  On  Wednesday  evening  all  who  have  admission  cards  will 
listen  to  addresses  by  distinguished  people,  in  the  gymnasium.  On 
Thursday  morning  the  visitors  will  inspect  the  schools,  and  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Commencement  Exercises  in  the  gymnasium 
will  occur. 
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PETTY  GOSSIP. 


A friend  writes: 

"My  chief  reason  for  disliking  institution  life,  is  that  almost  always 
one  finds  there  the  petty  gossiper  and  mischief-maker.  How  can  any  one 
descend  to  the  smallness  of  watching  others  to  see  if  one  has  more 
privileges  than  another,  and  to  talking  of  such  thins  when  there  is  so 
much  better  worth  thinking  of?" 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  agree  with  the  writer  of  the  above, 
in  the  first  statement. 

There  are  a few  in  every  institution  who  do  little  besides  the  duties 
they  are  called  upon  to  perform.  They  get  up  with  the  rising  bell,  do 
their  work  well;  eat,  sleep,  and  sew  a little,  but  have  scarcely  any 
thoughts  outside  of  the  routine. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  such  people's  minds  grow  in  the  wrong 
direction.  They  become  shrimpled-up  and  narrow. 

Some  of  these  people  are  good  hearted  souls  who  would  do  no  one  any 
harm  through  their  tongues,  but  generally  the  one  who  finds  no  time  to 
read  and  study  finds  a great  deal  of  time  to  talk  about  others  and  grow 
jealous  of  their  privileges. 

They  are  the  gossipers. 

The  people  who  read  good  books  and  papers,  who  are  reaching  out  for 
higher  things,  have  no  time  for  gossip. 

There  is  no  more  small  talk  and  mischief-making  in  institution  life 
than  in  the  town  and  neighborhood  life. 

There  are  but  few  among  the  Carlisle  workers  who  do  not  study  and  read 
in  most  of  their  leisure  moments,  and  small  talk  is  at  a low  ebb 
compared  with  some  communities  from  whence  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
occasionally  catches  unpleasant  sounds.  WE  can  improve. 


A MOST  EXCELLENT  INDIAN  DEAD. 


We  are  grieved  to  learn  through  the  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  Daily 
Citizen,  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Analla,  of  Laguna,  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Analla  was  the  father-in-law  of  Col.  Robert  Marmon,  and  the  father 
of  Marie  Analla  Marmon,  Col.  Marmon 's  wife.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
several  children  now  at  the  Carlisle  school. 

The  writer  was  a guest  of  Mr.  Analla,  in  his  home  ten  years  ago  when 
on  a trip  to  the  South  West  country.  We  found  him  to  be  all  that  the 


Citizen  says  - one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and  progressive  of  the 
Laguna  pueblo,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
him . 


THE  BERMUDA  ANTS. 


Major  Pratt  in  a talk  before  the  student  body  soon  after  his  return 
said  he  never  saw  so  many  ants  anywhere  as  in  Bermuda,  and  as  he  watched 
them  at  work  he  drew  lessons  from  their  industry. 

They  were  activity  itself. 

They  all  seemed  to  move  in  the  same  line  of  march. 

But  sometimes  one  or  two  would  stop  and  seem  to  say  something  to  the 
others . 

One  gentleman  on  the  island  made  a test  case  to  see  whether  they  did 
talk  to  each  other. 

He  placed  something  sweet  off  to  one  side  and  then  waited  and  watched 
them. 

Soon  he  saw  one  stop  and  snuff  and  then  run  to  where  the  sweet  stuff 
was.  As  soon  as  he  found  it  he  ran  back  and  told  the  other  ants,  and 
they  established  a line  of  march  to  the  new  field. 


NEVER  READ  A BOOK  THROUGH. 


What!  Sixteen  years  old  and  never  read  a book?  Don't  own  to  it!  And 
get  down  into  the  depths  of  a good  book  immediately. 

Take  up  a book  the  MINUTE  we  have  nothing  to  do  and  we  will  be  helping 
ourselves  in  a way  that  will  soon  please  us  much. 

Wade  through,  even  if  we  do  not  understand  every  word. 


CAN'T  UNDERSTAND. 


There  are  some  things  in  the  world  that  one  can't  understand. 

One  is  that  you  catch  a cold  without  trying;  that  if  you  let  it  run  on 
it  stays  with  you,  and  if  you  stop  it  it  goes  away. 


AN  OFFER. 

The  Indian  Helper  offers  to  the  person  residing  in  Carlisle  five 
dollars  for  the  largest  number  of  subscriptions  before  the  4th  of 
March.  The  contest  closes  at  five  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  the  4th 
of  March.  No  Indian  students  will  take  part  in  the  contest.  The  offer 
is  made  to  increase  our  town  list.  Come  out  to  the  Printing  office  and 
arrange.  A liberal  commission  is  given  for  ten  or  more  subscriptions. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  1,  3,  10,  11  we  make  sometimes  with  our  throats. 

My  5,  9,  8,  7 we  pay  if  we  are  honest. 

My  11,  2,  6,  4 a rat  does. 

My  whole  has  furnished  no  little  fun  for  the  Carlisle  Indian  boys  this 
week. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA.  Cut  off. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Native  American  Prayer"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dec  1998  08:38:47  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Native  Prayer 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dec  1998  11:28:29  EST 
From:  TKey247116@aol.com 


A Native  American  Prayer 


Oh,  Great  Spirit 

Whose  voice  I hear  in  the  winds. 

And  whose  breath  gives  life  to  all  the  world. 

Hear  me,  I am  small  and  weak, 

I need  your  strength  and  wisdom. 

Let  me  walk  in  beauty 

And  make  my  eyes  ever  behold  the  red  and  purple  sunset. 

Make  my  hands  respect  the  things  your  have  made 
and  my  ears  sharp  to  hear  your  voice. 

Make  me  wise  so  that  I may  understand 
The  things  you  have  taught  my  people. 

Let  me  learn  the  lessons  you  have 
Hidden  in  every  leaf  and  rock. 

I seek  strength,  not  to  be  greater  than  my  brother. 

But  to  fight  my  greatest  enemy  - myself. 

Make  me  always  ready  to  come  to  you 
With  clean  hands  and  straight  eyes. 

So  when  life  fades,  as  the  fading  sunset. 

My  Spirit  may  come  to  you  without  shame. 

Chief  Yellow  Lark,  Lakota 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Feb  99  04:21:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  9-15 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

9 

On  any  great  journey,  be  guided  by  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

10 

Learn  of  the  world  around  you,  and  in  the  learning,  . . . find  yourself. 

11 

Honor  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

12 

Every  life  is  precious;  every  spirit  unique  and  irreplaceable. 

13 

A Journey  of  the  spirit  is  never  truly  finished  --  its  paths 
continually  unfold  before  us. 

14 

A life  well  spent  is  like  the  banyan  tree  --  anchored  to  the 
land  by  many  roots. 

15 

The  rain  is  a blessing  of  renewal  upon  the  earth. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  1 March  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  22:29:10  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Tom  Goldtooth  <ien@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : IEN  1999  Conference 

PLEASE  POST  and  DISSEMINATE!  Distribute  on  your  Lists-. 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN)  and  the  Dine'  CARE  [Citizens 
Against  Ruining  the  Environment]  are  proud  to  invite  you  to  the  10th  Annual 
Protecting  Mother  Earth  conference  scheduled  for  Dune  10-13,  1999.  IEN  was 
formed  as  an  alliance  to  help  Indigenous  Peoples  and  our  Tribal  Nations  to 
learn  and  share  information  on  environmental  issues  that  our  communities  are 
facing. 

In  1990,  Dine'  CARE  hosted  the  first  Protecting  Mother  Earth  conference 
within  the  Navajo  reservation  at  Dilkon,  Arizona.  Dine'  CARE  and  other 
Indigenous  grassroots  groups  in  attendance  were  the  founders  of  this 
beginning  alliance  which  would  later  be  known  as  the  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network.  It  is  only  right  that  Dine'  CARE  host  this  year's 
tenth  annual  conference  to  be  held  next  to  the  Laguna  and  Acoma  Pueblo  in 
New  Mexico  and  next  to  their  sacred  mountain  - Mt.  Taylor. 

The  theme  this  year  is  Lie  Tsoo  (Uraninite)  - "A  Creation  Placed  at  the 
Foothills  of  our  Sacred  Mountains  by  our  Holy  People."  The  focus  will  be  on 
uranium  issues,  including  workshops  on  mining  and  compensation  initiatives 
to  Native  radiation  victims  that  were  miners  and  millers  in  U.S.  uranium 
mines.  It  will  be  held  next  to  the  Laguna  Pueblo  reservation,  which  was  the 
site  of  the  uranium  mine  contamination  and  U.S.  federal  Superfund  site  - the 
Dackpile  Mine. 

The  National  Indian  Youth  Leadership  Project's  (NIYLP)  Sacred  Mountain 
Camp  is  the  site  for  this  largest  outdoor  Indigenous  environmental 
conference  in  North  America.  Youth  activities  and  workshops  will  recruit 
youth  involvement  in  the  environmental  justice  movement  while  providing 
leadership  skills. 

Additional  workshops,  trainings,  plenaries,  and  breakout  sessions  will  be 
scheduled  around  issues  that  affect  our  communities.  Various  topics  will 
range  from  nuclear,  waste  management  technology,  pesticides,  persistent 
organic  pollutants,  border  transboundary  issues,  environmental  assessments, 
community  organizing,  and  many  others.  All  presentations  will  be  balanced 
with  Native  traditional  and  modern  perspectives. 

This  four  day  camping  conference  follows  the  teachings  of  the  sacred  Fire 
that  will  burn  throughout  this  historic  event.  Child  care  is  provided. 
Limited  travel  subsidy  scholarships  are  available  for  Native  grassroots 
groups  that  are  dealing  with  environmental  issues  in  their  community. 

If  you  should  have  any  questions,  please  send  e-mail  inquires  to: 
<caldwell@northernnet.com>  or  call  the  IEN  National  Office  at  (218) 
751-4967  and  speak  to  Charlotte  Caldwell.  Dine'  CARE  contact  is  Anna 
Frazier,  Coordinator,  <dinecare@cnetco . com>  at  (520)  657-3291. 
Respectfully, 

Dackie  Warledo,  Co-Chair,  Conference  Committee 

William  "Dimbo"  Simmons,  Co-Chair,  Conference  Committee 

Earl  Tulley,  Conference  Committee  Member 

Laura  Manthe,  Conference  Committee  Member 

Anna  Frazier,  Dine'  CARE  Coordinator 

Tom  Goldtooth,  IEN  National  Coordinator 

"IEN  is  an  environmental  and  economic  justice  alliance  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  protecting  the  sacredness  of  Mother  Earth  and  building 
sustainable  communities." 

CONFERENCE  FLYER  #1 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network's 

10TH  Annual  Protecting  Mother  Earth  Conference 

Dune  10,  11,  12,  13,  1999 

To  be  held  at  the: 


National  Indian  Youth  Leadership  Project's  "Sacred  Camp"  [next  to  sacred  Mt. 
Taylor] 

located  near  the  Acoma  Pueblo  and  the  Laguna  Pueblo  Indian  reservations  in 
New  Mexico,  USA  (located  off  Interstate  Highway  40,  west  of  Albuquerque  - 
signs  will  be  posted) 

Hosted  by:  Dine'  CARE,  a Navajo  reservation  community-based  organization 
with  support  of  Acoma-Laguna  Coalition  for  a Safe  Environment 
Theme:  Lie  tsoo  (Uraninite)  "A  CREATION  PLACED  AT  THE  FOOTHILLS  OF  OUR 
SACRED  MOUNTAINS  BY  OUR  HOLY  PEOPLE" 

The  focus  will  be  on  uranium  issues  affecting  Indigenous  Peoples  and  their 
Tribes.  Indigenous  Peoples  from  throughout  North  America,  the  Americas  and 
internationally  will  be  invited  such  as  the  Aboriginal  Peoples  from 
Australia  dealing  with  the  Jabiluka  mine.  Radiation  victim  compensation 
initiatives,  cleanup  of  abandoned  mines,  new  uranium  developments  on 
Indigenous  lands,  health  issues,  impacts  to  the  plants,  animals  and 
biodiversity,  and  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  to  live  in  a safe  and  healthy 
environment  are  some  topics  to  be  discussed. 

[Uraninite  (U02)  - the  wrath  of  Western  technology  and  domination!] 

*Other  Workshop  Topics: 

^Chemicals  in  Agriculture  & POPs 

*Transboundary/Border  Justice  Issues 

*ABC's  of  Landfill  and  Incineration  of  Solid  Waste 

*Hard  Sulfide  (gold,  silver,  copper)  and  Coal  Mining 

*Community-Based  Water  Sampling  Techniques 

*Oil  and  Gas  Developments 

^Coalition  Building  and  Peacemaking 

*Risk  Mapping 

^Environmental  Assessments  and  Environmental  Justice  Analysis  - Sacred, 
Cultural  & Historical  Sites 

^Biodiversity  and  Protection  of  Critical  Areas:  Medicinal  Plants,  Forestry, 
Endangered  Species,  and  other  areas 

^Indigenous  Knowledge:  Seeds,  Medicinal  Plants,  "Intellectual  Property 
Rights"  and  Biotechnology 

Coalition  Building  and  Strategy  Breakout  Sessions  on:  Mining,  Uranium, 
Nuclear  Waste,  Persistent  Chemicals  (POPs),  Youth,  and  others. 

*Youth  Team  Building 

*Nuclear  Waste  and  Transportation 

*Risk  Assessment 

*Tribal  Air  Quality  Issues 

*Tribal  Water  Standards 

*Tribal  Environmental  Program  Developments 
^Building  Sustainable  Communities 
^Alternative  Energy 

Non-Indigenous  Support  Groups,  EJ  Networks  and  Environmental  Organizations 
Invited 

* Campsites  * Shower  facilities  available  * Meals  Provided  * Shuttles  from 
Albuquerque  airport  available 

* Daycare  available  * First  aid  and  sanitation  facilities  on  site  * Evening 
cultural  events  * Travel  scholarships  available  for  community-based  groups 
(late  April  deadline  for  applications!)  * Mountain  road  be  prepared 

This  is  a gathering  that  respects  the  Sacred  Fire  and  traditional  teachings. 
Keep  dogs  and  pets  in  the  camp  area.  Dress  appropriately.  This  is  an 
elder,  youth  and  family  gathering  on  environmental  justice  issues. 

For  more  information: 

Charlotte  Caldwell  Anna  Frazier 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  Dine'  CARE 

PO  Box  485,  Bemidji,  MN  56619  HCR  63  Box  263,  Winslow,  AZ  86047 

Ph  (218)  751-4967  Fax  (218)  751-0561  Ph  (520)  657-3291 

caldwell@northernnet.com  Fax:  (520)  657-3319 

ien@igc.apc.org  [main  office  e-mail]  dinecare@cnetco.com 

IEN  web  site  and  conference  information:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 
The  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  is  an  affiliation  of  the  Seventh 
Generation  Fund 


Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  07:14:35  EST 


From:  TWDBean@aol.com 

Sub  j : Knoxville  Tennessee  Powwow 


Subject:  Re:  Knoxville  Tennessee  Powwow 
Date:  2/1/99  6:45  AM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  <A  HREF="aol://3548:TWDBear">TWDBear</A> 

Message -id : <19990201064552 . 01195 . 00002260@ng-fvl . aol . com> 
loin  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  and  it's  new  President, 

Vickie  Smith,  as  they  present  the 

12th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Powwow, 

Mother's  Day  Weekend,  Friday,  May  7th  - Sun.  May  9,  1999, 

Farmer's  Market  Knoxville  Tennessee 

(formerly  held  at  World's  Fair  Site). 

MC:  Do  Do  Rice  (Oto/Sauk-Fox) 

Head  Man:  Lowery  Begay  (Navajo) 

Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele  (Lakota) 

Sr.  Princess:  Kikki  Standing  Deer 
Jr.  Princess:  TBA 
Host  Drum:  TBA, 

Over  $7,000  in  prize  money. 

Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  and  Tipi  Competitions. 

Reserved  Powwow  Seating 

(bring  your  lawn  chairs/blankets) . 

Camping  onsite  with  Tipi  encampment. 

Bathrooms  and  ample  parking  for  all. 

No  booze,  brawls,  firearms,  or  politics  allowed. 

Contact  for  more  information: 

Traders  - 423-687-9675  or  rlspi@icx.net 
Drums,  & Dancers  - 423-609-7009,  423-579-1384, 
or  jrouam@lock-net.com 

Tipi  owners  - 423-475-9286  or  TWDBear@aol.com 

(In  the  event  of  rain  or  predicted  rain  all  dancing  & vendors  will  be  set 
up  under  roof,  otherwise  dancing  will  be  outside  on  grass  with  vendors  in 
a circle  around  the  dance  arena.) 

Directions:  Take  i-40  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Take  i-640.  Take  Exit  # 8, 

Follow  signs  to  Knoxville  Farmer's  Market. 

(Next  to  Knoxville  Crossing  Mall, 
formerly  known  as  East  Towne  Mall) 

Visit  our  website  at: 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/ 


Date:  25  Feb  99  17:46:14  EST 

From:  Linda.M.Welch@Dartmouth.EDU  (Linda  M.  Welch) 

Sub j : Pequot  Conference  on  NAS.... 

Friends  & colleagues: 

Attached  below  is  the  announcement  of  a conference  to  be  held  at  Yale  and 
at  Mashantucket , Pequot  Nation.  Please  redistribute  as  widely  as  you  would 
like. 

An  HTML  version  of  the  announcement  can  be  found  at: 
http: //www. library .yale. edu/beinecke/blnatcul . htm 

I hope  to  see  many  of  you  here  in  April  and  appreciate  your  help  in  spreading 
the  news. 

George  Miles, 

Curator,  Yale  Collection  of  Western  Americana 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RESPECTING  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CULTURES:  A Conference  on  Education  and  Native 
American  Studies"  At  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  & Research  Center  and 
at  Yale  University  on  April  9-11,  1999.  Major  addresses  by  RICHARD  WEST 
and  PETERSON  ZAH  Panelists  will  include  Lionel  Bordeaux,  Joseph  Iron  Eye 
Dudley,  Robert  Martin,  Tsianina  Lomawaima,  Shadiin  Garcia,  Leroy  Little 
Bear,  Clara  Sue  Kidwell,  Homer  Noley,  Robert  Warrior,  Carter  Revard, 

Elizabeth  Theobald,  Rayna  Green,  Patricia  House,  Alfred  Young  Man  and 
Edgar  Heap  of  Birds. 


□ace  Weaver,  Professor  of  Religious  and  American  Studies  at  Yale,  and 
Elizabeth  Theobald,  Director  of  Public  Programs  at  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Museum  & Research  Center,  have  organized  the  conference  to  explore 
important  issues  concerning  education  and  contemporary  Native  Americans. 
Many  Native  American  communities  are  uneasy  with  mainstream  education. 

They  fear  that  it  may  train  young  Native  Americans  to  navigate  mainstream 
society  but  teach  them  little  that  can  be  translated  to  their  communities. 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  concern  that  teaching  Native  students  about 
Native  cultures  in  mainstream  institutions  will  break  down  traditional 
modes  of  cultural  transmission,  thus  weakening  tribal/national  communities 

The  conference,  the  second  in  what  we  expect  to  become  an  annual 
event  at  Yale,  will  examine  this  complex,  related  set  of  issues  in  Native 
education  from  three  different  perspectives:  the  tribal/national 
(including  tribal  colleges),  the  university,  and  the  museum  and  research 
center.  Speakers  and  panelists  will  consider  such  questions  as  what  can 
or  should  be  taught  about  Native  cultures.  How  should  education  of  Native 
youth  be  undertaken  both  within  Native  communities  and  in  mainstream 
institutions?  How  do  communities  and  schools  maximize  the  possibility  of 
success  for  Native  students  who  must  live  and  work  both  in  their  own 
communities  and  in  the  dominant  culture?  How  do  these  issues  relate  to 
what  is  taught  about  Native  cultures  to  non-Natives? 

The  Yale  Collection  of  Western  Americana,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Museum  and  Research  Center,  and  the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  at  the  Claremont  School  of  Theology  have  joined  as 
principal  hosts  of  this  year's  conference.  A complete  schedule  of 
Conference  events  is  appended  to  this  announcement. 

Friday's  events  will  be  held  at  Mashantucket  where  participants  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  see  a special  presentation  of  Drew  Hayden  Taylor's 
play,  "Toronto  at  Dreamer's  Rock,"  (directed  by  Elizabeth  Theobald, 
Director  of  Public  Programs  at  MPMRC)  before  Richard  West,  the  Director  of 
the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  delivers  a keynote  address. 
Buses  will  provide  transportation  between  New  Haven  and  Mashantucket  for 
those  who  prefer  not  to  drive.  There  is  no  fee  for  conference  events  or 
transportation,  but  advance  registration  is  required  to  assure  a seat  on 
the  bus.  A discounted  ticket  price  of  $6  will  be  available  to  people 
wishing  to  visit  the  Museum's  permanent  exhibits. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  is  panel  discussions  will  be  held  the  Whitney 
Humanities  Center,  53  Wall  Street  on  the  Yale  University  campus  in  New 
Haven.  Saturday  evening  a public  reception  and  buffet  supper  will  be  held 
at  the  Beinecke  Library,  121  Wall  Street,  followed  by  a series  of  readings 
by  Native  American  authors  at  Sudler  Hall,  100  Wall  Street.  On  Sunday 
afternoon,  the  Association  of  Native  Americans  at  Yale  will  host  their 
annual  pow-wow  at  the  Payne  Whitney  Gymnasium,  Tower  Parkway. 

The  OMNI  New  Haven  Hotel  at  155  Temple  Street,  New  Haven  has  set  aside  a 
block  of  rooms  for  April  9-11  at  $109.00  per  night,  single  or  double 
occupancy.  The  rooms  will  be  held  as  a block  until  March  8th  at  which 
point  unreserved  rooms  will  return  to  the  hotel's  regular  inventory  and 
the  rate  will  become  their  normal  rack  rate.  To  reserve  rooms  at  the  OMNI 
call  1-800-THE-OMNI  and  refer  to  the  Native  American  Studies  Conference  at 
Yale.  Additional  hotels  in  New  Haven  include  the  New  Haven  Hotel,  229 
George  St.,  203-498-3100;  the  Colony  Inn,  1157  Chapel  Street,  203-776- 
6221;  and  the  Holiday  Inn  at  Yale,  30  Whalley  Avenue,  203-777-6221. 
Downtown  New  Haven  is  accessible  from  Exit  47  of  the  Connecticut  Turnpike 
(Interstate  95)  or  from  Exit  3 of  Interstate  91.  Amtrak  and  Metro  North 
provide  train  service  to  New  Haven  and  air  service  is  available  through 
Tweed-New  Haven  airport. 

The  conference,  including  the  reception  and  buffet  supper  at  Beinecke 
Library  on  Saturday  evening,  is  open  to  the  public  without  fee,  but 
reservations  must  be  made  for  bus  seats  from  New  Haven  to  Mashantucket  and 
for  planning  purposes  we  would  appreciate  learning  of  your  intention  to 
attend  the  buffet  supper.  Please  send  an  e-mail  note  to  George  Miles, 
Curator  of  the  Yale  Collection  of  Western  Americana  at: 
george.miles@yale.edu 

For  further  information  about  the  conference,  e-mail  George  Miles  at  the 
above  address  or  write  to  Professor  Weaver  at: 


jace.weaver@yale.edu 
CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 
FRIDAY,  APRIL  9 
Noon 

Early  buses  depart  Beinecke  Library,  121  Wall  Street  for  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Museum  and  Research  Center 
1:30  3:30  pm 

Self-guided  tours,  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  and  Research  Center 
3:00  pm 

Late  buses  depart  Beinecke  Library,  121  Wall  Street 

3:30  pm  Toronto  at  Dreamers  Rock,i  A play  by  Drew  Hayden  Taylor,  directed  by 
Elizabeth  Theobald 
4:30  pm 

Opening  Remarks  and  Introductions:  lace  Weaver  (Yale  University) 

Keynote  Address:  Richard  West,  Director.  National  Museum  of  the  American 

Indian 

6:00  pm 

Early  bus  departs  for  New  Haven.  MPMRC  open  until  8:00  pm  for  self-guided 
tours . 

8:00  pm 

Final  buses  depart  for  New  Haven 
SATURDAY,  APRIL  10 
9:15  am 

Opening  Remarks:  lace  Weaver 
9:30  am 

The  Tribal/National  Perspective:  A Panel  Discussion 

lohn  Mack  Faragher  (Yale  University),  Lionel  Bordeaux  (President,  Sinte 
Gliska  College,  Mission,  SD) 

loseph  Iron  Eye  Dudley  (President,  Cook  College,  Tempe,  AZ),  Robert  Martin 
(President,  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS),  Tsianina 
Lomawaima  (University  of  Arizona),  Shadiin  Garcia  (Pease  Academy, 
Minneapolis,  MN) 

Noon 

Lunch  break 
1:30  pm 

Keynote  Address:  Peterson  Zah,  Former  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
2:30  pm 
Break 
2:45  pm 

The  College/University  Perspective:  A Panel  Discussion 

lay  Gitlin  (Yale  University),  Leroy  Little  Bear  (Harvard  University),  Clara 
Sue  Kidwell  (University  of  Oklahoma),  Homer  Noley  (Claremont  School  of 
Theology),  Robert  Warrior  (Stanford  University),  lace  Weaver  (Yale  Univ.) 
5:00  pm 

Reception  and  Buffet  Supper  at  Beinecke  Library,  121  Wall  Street 
7:00  pm 

An  Evening  of  Readings,  Host,  Patricia  Willis,  Curator  of  the  Yale 
Collection  of  American  Literature 

Sudler  Hall  in  W.  L.  Harkness  Hall,  100  Wall  Street 

Readings  by  Robert  Warrior,  Carter  Revard,  Rayna  Green,  lace  Weaver 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  11 

9:30 

Opening  Matters 
10:00  am 

The  Museum  and  Research  Center  Perspective:  A Panel  Discussion 

lock  Reynolds  (Yale  University),  Elizabeth  Theobald  (Director  of  Public 

Programs,  MPMRC),  Patricia  House  (Director,  Museum  of  American  Indian 

Culture,  Santa  Fe,  NM),  Rayna  Green  (Smithsonian  Institution),  Alfred  Young 

Man  (Univ.  of  Lethbridge,  Alberta),  Edgar  Heap  of  Birds  (Yale  University) 

12:30  pm 

Pow-Wow 

Association  of  Native  Americans  at  Yale 
Payne  Whitney  Gymnasium,  Tower  Parkway 


Harvard  University  Native  American  Program 


Read  House,  Appian  Way 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  495-4923 
fax  (617)  496-3312 

WWW  site:  http://hugsel.harvard.edu/~nap/ 


Date:  Tue,  23  Feb  1999  01:28:29  -0500 
From:  Ish  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub  j : IITC  1999  conference  announcement 

Forwarded  message  

>Date : Thu,  11  Feb  1999  15:51:10  -0800 
>From:  Corecom  <iitcakpp@corecom. net> 

ANNOUNCEMENT  AND  INVITATION 

25TH  ANNIVERSARY  INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  CONFERENCE 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Hunkpapa  Treaty  Council,  the  Hunkpapa  Lakota  Red 
Robe  Women's  Society,  and  Wanblee  Wakpeh  Oyate,  the  IITC  will  hold  its 
25th  Anniversary  Treaty  Conference  in  Lakota  Nation  Territory,  Dune  23  - 
26,  1999.  The  site  will  be  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte),  a sacred  traditional 
area  in  the  Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills),  at  the  Rosebud  Educational, 

Cultural,  and  Spiritual  Center  about  40  miles  from  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota . 

The  Conference  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  Indigenous  Peoples  from 
many  countries  and  Nations  to  share  information,  discuss  developments 
from  community  to  international  levels,  and  build  joint  strategies  in 
response  to  critical  issues  facing  our  Peoples  and  lands.  The  Conference 
will  be  camp-out  with  meals  provided.  No  alcohol  or  drug  use  is 
permitted  at  this  site.  Motels  rooms  are  available  7 miles  away  in  the 
town  of  Sturgis. 

Bear  Butte  is  a sacred  site  for  both  the  Lakota  (Sioux)  and  Tsitsistas 
(Cheyenne)  Nations,  used  for  traditional  ceremonial  purposes  since  time 
immemorial.  With  the  unilateral  violation  of  the  1868  Ft.  Laramie  Treaty 
with  the  Lakota,  largely  motivated  by  gold  mining  and  timber  interests 
which  continue  to  exploit  the  Black  Hills  region  today.  Bear  Butte  and 
the  Black  Hills  were  illegally  appropriated  by  the  U.S. 

The  issue  of  Treaty  rights  and  Treaty  violations  will  be  a primary  focus 
at  the  Conference,  in  honor  of  the  host  Nation  and  site,  as  well  as  in 
response  to  the  significant  international  developments  which  have 
occurred  in  recent  years.  A focal  point  will  be  a review  of  the 
draft  final  report  of  United  Nations'  Treaty  Study. 

In  addition  to  Treaties  and  Agreements,  key  areas  for  discussion  will  be 
Religious  Freedom,  cultural  rights  and  protection  of  sacred  sites; 
Biological  diversity,  environmental  protection,  sustainable  development, 
and  safeguarding  traditional  knowledge  and  resources;  land  rights  and 
land  demarcation;  impacts  of  mining  and  oil  extraction;  Indigenous  youth 
issues  including  youth  workshops  and  programs;  prisoners  rights  and 
arbitrary  detentions;  international  standard-setting  with  a focus  on  the 
U.N.  Draft  Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  Rights  of 
the  Child;  and  strengthening  of  Traditional  governments,  sovereignty  and 
Self-determination . 

For  more  information,  call  IITC's  offices  in  Minneapolis  at  (612) 
359-0200,  San  Francisco  (415)  641-4482,  or  Alaska  (907)  745-4482,  or 
email  to  iitc@igc.apc.org  or  iitcak@corecom.net. 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 


Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Janet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Early  Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 

For  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri  & Tennessee 

Please  note:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  describing  events: 

AD  - Areba  Director,  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer, 

HS  - Head  Singer,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  HD  - Host  Drum, 

MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Mar.  5-7:  Flying  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  Ascencion  Civic  Center,  Hwy.  61, 

Sorrento,  LA. 

Info:  Cheryl  0.  (225)  673-8411  or  Frances  Hohnson  (225)  675-6184. 

Mar.  13:  Audubon  Society  Field  Trips  to  the  Devil's  Backbone  State  Natural 
Area  & the  Natchez  Trace  Parkway.  Bob  Brown,  who  does  volunteer  & 
contractual  botanical  survey  work  for  the  Tennessee  State  Natural 
Heritage  Program,  will  lead  the  trip,  and  help  point  out  early  spring 
-blooming  wildflowers.  Be  sure  to  pack  a lunch.  For  more  information, 
contact  Richard  Connors  (615)  726-1953  (days) 
or  (615)  941-1477  (evenings)  for  meeting  time  & place. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Cumberland-Harpeth  Audubon 
Society,  P.0.  Box  120631,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 

Mar.  19-21:  Calling  of  the  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  Grand  Bois  Park, 

Bourg-Larose  Hwy.  24,  Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-6826,  (504)  879-2373, 
(504)  851-1553,  or  (504)  876-7293. 

Mar.  20:  Spring  Equinox  Lecture  & Tour  of  Toltec  Mounds  State  Park, 

Scott,  AR.  Info:  Toltec  Mounds  Archaeological  State  Park,  490  Toltec 
Mounds  Road,  Scott,  AR  72142  (501)  961-9442. 

Mar.  21:  Unity  Council  Meeting,  1:00pm  at  the  Community  Room  of  the  bank  in 
Lyles,  TN.  Hosted  by  the  Aniyunweya  Nation,  the  main  topic  of  the  meeting 
will  be  State  Recognition  of  Indian  Peoples  in  Tennessee.  To  make 
suggestions  for  other  topics,  or  to  obtain  more  info  about  the  meeting, 
contact  Sheila  Jones  (931)  670-5465.  All  groups  & individuals  are 
encouraged  to  attend  & voice  their  opinions. 

Mar.  27-29:  Natchez  Pow  Wow,  held  at  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  in 
Natchez,  MS.  Info:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Pow  Wow,  400  Jefferson 
Davis  Blvd,  Natchez,  MS  39120,  or  (601)  442-0200  or  (601)  446-6502. 

Apr.  9-11:  Aquini's  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  Rice  Pavillion,  Gulfport, 
MS.  Gates  open  daily  at  10am;  $3.00  per  person/  5-and-under  admitted  free. 
All  drums,  tipis,  and  princesses  welcome.  HD:  Many  Nations 
(New  Orleans,  LA),  MC:  Larry  Richard  (Choctaw/Abenaki),  AD:  Lightfoot 
(Mohegan),  HM:  Thomas  Muskrat  (Cherokee),  HL:  Raven  Walstead 
(Houma/Choctaw),  H.Boy:  Dustin  Muskrat  (Cherokee),  H.Girl:  Treasure 
Lightfoot  (hvssv  tvlvhse  Stomp  Grounds),  HG:  Daniel  Silentwalker 
Dennis  (Cherokee/Peacemaker),  plus  Honor  Guard  Warriors  from  Louisiana. 
Special  guest:  Lt.  Colonel  Terry  Bakker  of  the  Mississippi  Wildlife, 
Fisheries  & Parks  Dept.  Order  of  events:  Friday,  4pm-  Southern  Starr 
Dancers,  6pm-  Gourd  Dancing,  7pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow  dancing  until-?; 
Saturday,  10am-  Crowning  of  Princesses,  11am-  Gourd  Dancing,  1pm- 
Grand  Entry;  6pm  - Gourd  Dancing,  7pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow  dancing 
until-?;  Sunday,  11am-  Gourd  Dancing,  1pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow 
dancing  until-?  Host  Motel:  Casino  Beach  Reso  rts,  4410  W.  Beach  Blvd, 
Gulfport,  MS  39501  (800)  601-7909  or  (228)  868-4969  and  Motel  6, 

9355  US  Hwy.  49,  Gulfport,  MS  39503  1-800-4-MOTEL-6 . Info:  Irene  Delancey, 


8900  Delancey  Road,  VanCleave,  MS  39565  (228)  826-5271. 

Apr.  9-11:  Earthdancer  Primitive  Earth  Skills  Workshop,  at  The  Farm  in 
Summertown,  TN.  Primary  skills  offered  include:  Basic  Survival,  Firemaking, 
Shelters,  Cordage,  Basketmaking,  Meditation  & Awareness,  Throwing  Sticks, 
Stalking,  Tracking,  Plant  Identification  & Uses,  Woods  Caretaking,  Traps 
& Snares.  Registration  fee  of  $120.00  includes  all  classes  & some  meals. 
Camping  is  $10.00  per  person  per  weekend;  dorm  beds  are  available  on  a 
first-come/first-served  basis  for  $30.00  per  weekend.  For  more  info: 

Earth  Dancer,  PO  Box  321,  Summertown,  TN  38483-0321,  or  call  (931)  964-2107 
or  964-2452  & leave  a message. 

Apr.  17-19:  Shadow  of  the  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  at  Shadowrock  Park,  Forsyth,  MO. 

Info:  lames  at  (417)  561-4071  or  Dennis  561-4834. 

Apr.  23-25:  All  Nations  Intertribal  Community  Pow  Wow,  Shelby  County  Flea 
Market  (Exit  28  from  1-64),  Simpsonville,  KY.  Info:  Frank  (502)  752-2618, 
Susan  (502)  397-1390,  or  (502)  231-2341. 

Apr.  24-25:  Choctaw-Apache  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ebarb  Community  Center, 
Zwolle,  LA.  Info:  Glenda  (318)  645-2588. 

Apr.  24-25:  Mainstreet  Festival,  Flistoric  Downtown  Franklin,  TN.  While  this 
is  not  a Native  American  event  in  itself,  it  is  a good  opportunity  for 
Native  artists  or  craftsmen  to  display  their  wares  and  to  make  some  good 
money.  Over  200  artists  & craftsmen  will  be  present,  along  with  20+  food 
vendors,  dancing  in  the  streets,  and  several  thousand  potential  customers. 
This  event  is  rated  as  one  of  the  Top  20  Tourist  Events  in  the  Southeast. 
Booth  spaces  will  fill  up  fast!  Hours  are  10:00am  - 9:30pm  Saturday,  & 
noon  - 6:00pm  Sunday.  Admission  is  free  to  the  public.  For  further 
information,  contact  Laura  Bustetter  (615)  791-9924,  or  Williamson  County 
Tourism,  P.0.  Box  156,  Franklin,  TN  37065-0156  (615)  794-1225  or 
(800)  356-3445. 

Note:  These  event  listings  are  compiled  with  the  intent  to  share  these 
festivals  with  as  many  people  as  possible,  so  please  feel  free  to  make 
copies  and  pass  them  on  to  your  friends.  And,  don't  forget  to  call  ahead 
to  make  sure  a date  or  venue  hasn't  been  changed  or  cancelled. 

Anyone  wishing  to  be  added  to  or  deleted  from  these  mailings  may  contact 
wanige@aol.com.  Send  any  event  updates  or  corrections  you  may  want 
published  to  this  same  address.  Happy  trails! 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Wicakpi,  WhiteHawk, 

Carol  Halberstadt,  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions,  Tom  Beno,  Debra  Sanders, 
John  Wm  Sloniker,  lanet  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  Larry  Innes,  Moonlight, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Martha  E Ture,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Vechet, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis,  John  Berry, 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  10  13:14:30  1999 
Date:  Tue,  9 Mar  1999  19:06:04  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.011 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  UUCP  email;  Minn-Ind,  Paths-L,  FOL-L, 
Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . binaries . education, alt . education, alt . schools, 
alt . commuter. students 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"You  took  our  drum,  the  heartbeat  of  the  people  and  called  it  a war  drum. 
You  took  our  knowledge  bonnets  worn  by  our  leaders  and  called  them  war 
bonnets.  You  took  our  sacred  horsed  and  belittled  them  by  calling  them 
war  ponies.  You  ridiculed  our  death  masks  and  called  it  war  paint.  And 
you  refused  to  understand  the  power  of  the  sacred  pipe  but  you  still 
called  it  the  peace  pipe." 

Harry  Charger,  Leader  of  the  Lakota/Nakota/Dakota  Fool  Soldiers 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Dourney  | 

I The  Bloodline  i 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  i 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  i 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Again,  treaties  are  being  attacked.  Terms  that  were  clearly  designed  to 
deny  Native  Peoples  their  lands  were  negotiated  in  the  language  of  the 
invaders,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  invaders.  Those  treaties  stripped 
Nations  of  their  land  and  their  way  of  life,  totally  destroying  many  in 
the  process. 

Even  after  literally  stealing  everything  they  could,  in  exchange  for 
for  some  stipulated  compensation,  again,  clearly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
invaders,  they  regard  those  same  treaties  contempt.  The  treaty  payments 
are  being  referred  to  as  "welfare"  in  some  states.  In  others,  they  are 
being  treated  with  contempt  and  threats  to  withdraw  provisions,  as  if 
the  conditions  and  awards  stipulated  in  the  treaties  were  some  sort  of 
award  or  handout  to  good  little  Indians.  In  one  case,  the  premise  is 
that  treaty  awards  only  apply  if  Indians  continue  to  live  as  their 
ancestors  did  200  years  ago.  That's  utter  nonsense. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Slade  Gorton,  Marc  Racicot,  Pete  Wilson,  Bill  Hanklow,  Hessie  Ventura, 
and  your  like...  listen  up.  A treaty  is  a negotiated  legal,  binding 
writ;  and  just  like  any  other  legal  contract,  requires  compliance.  You 
can't  skip  out  on  your  mortgage  payment  just  because  the  bank  has  lots  of 
money.  You  can't  skip  out  on  the  treaties  either,  no  matter  how  much  you 
deride  and  mock  them.  The  Mille  Lac  and  Lac  du  Flambeau  Bands  do  have 
a right  to  fish  those  lakes  in  the  manner  they  do.  The  trust  lands  are 
not  being  held  in  trust  for  your  buddies,  though  you  treat  them  that  way. 

You  want  good  citizens  among  your  Native  constituents?  Then  start  being 
a good  citizen  yourself  and  honor  those  treaties.  My  address  is  at  the  end 


of  this  editorial  if  any  of  you  need  the 
very  much  appears  you  do. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - 1 ) Marietta,  GA  30117, 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-96 
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Date:  Sat,  6 Mar  1999  22:29:54  -0600 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Ventura  vs.  American  Indians 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spes . umn . edu> 

FYI . . . (and  action) 

Published:  Friday,  February  26,  1999  - St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press 
Ventura  remarks  that  got  less  press  may  have  done  more  damage 

NICK  COLEMAN  - Staff  Columnist 

The  Irish  weren't  the  only  targets  of  Hesse  Ventura's  Don  Rickies  act 
this  week.  As  a St.  Paul  native  of  Irish  descent,  I'm  not  worried  about 
Hesse's  sniping  at  my  people.  We  can  handle  it.  Heck,  we  invented  the 
slogan  Hesse  is  so  fond  of  attributing  to  his  Navy  SEALs,  the  one  that 
goes,  "Don't  get  mad;  get  even."  (The  Kennedys  brought  it  to  politics  40 
years  ago). 


But  before  he  got  in  Dutch  with  the  Irish,  there  was  a more  troubling 
warning  that  Minnesota's  chief  executive  has  grown  enamored  with  the  sound 
of  his  own  voice  and  has  come  to  think  of  himself  as  a sort  of  stand-up 
comedian . 

Minnesota's  American  Indian  tribes  aren't  laughing.  And  the  Irish  --  now 
that  we've  had  a taste  of  Hesse's  medicine  --  should  be  not  laughing  with 
them.  In  fact,  we  all  should  be  not  laughing. 

Unlike  Hesse's  jokes  on  "Letterman,"  his  recent  remarks  about  Indians 
were  not  meant  in  jest  and  they  were  not  delivered  on  a late-night  comedy 
program.  Any  offense  they  gave  was  not  accidental. 

Here's  what  you  may  have  missed  while  everyone  was  talking  about  the 
streets  of  St.  Paul:  Last  weekend,  Mr.  Ventura  went  to  Washington  and 
hypnotized  the  national  press  corps  with  a Wise  Bumpkin  combination  of 
straight  talk  and  barnyard  bluster. 

Unfortunately,  Hesse  didn't  stick  to  his  practice  of  saying  "I  don't 
know"  when  asked  about  something  he  knew  nothing  about.  When  asked  about 
Indian  treaty  rights,  he  opened  his  mouth  and  put  his  size  fourteens  in. 

"On  the  one  hand,  they  want  to  be  a sovereign  nation,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  they  don't,"  said  the  governor  of  a state  with  11  Indian 
reservations,  none  of  which  he  seems  to  have  visited  unless  it  was  in  a 
fishing  boat.  "I'd  look  at  it  and  say,  'Are  you  part  of  the  United  States, 
or  are  you  your  own  sovereign  nation?'  Because  if  you're  your  own 
sovereign  nation,  then  take  care  of  yourself,  and  it  shouldn't  even  fall 
on  us." 

Hesse  also  said  Indians  should  go  back  to  paddling  birch-bark  canoes  if 
they  want  to  fish  under  the  terms  of  19th  century  treaties,  added  a story 
about  fishing  with  dynamite  in  the  Navy,  and  concluded  with  an  insulting 
flourish  about  Indians  using  fish-finders  and  200-horsepower  motors. 

Apparently,  Hesse  thinks  Indians  all  own  boats  like  Bud  Grant's.  Hesse 
seems  to  have  confused  his  former  job  as  a talk-show  knucklehead  with  the 
more  responsible  job  of  being  governor  of  all  the  people,  not  just  the 
ones  who  like  ethnic  jokes.  In  the  process,  he  has  offended  some  Irish,  a 
lot  of  Indians,  and  many  other  Minnesotans,  especially  those  who  have  an 
appreciation  for  how  far  the  state  has  progressed  in  its  relationships 
with  tribes. 

Threatening  to  do  those  relationships  damage  is  no  laughing  matter. 
"Indians  have  worked  hard  for  the  past  25  years  to  improve  their  place  in 
Minnesota,"  says  one  Indian  friend  of  mine.  "Hesse  should  understand  that. 
Hard  work  and  self-reliance  are  his  values.  But  sometimes  he  doesn't 
listen.  Sometimes  he's  too  full  of  himself  to  listen  to  what  other  people 
think. " 

My  friend  has  worked  with  state  government,  so  I agreed  not  to  use  his 
name  here.  When  a governor  frequently  talks  about  "getting  even,"  he  risks 
creating  a climate  where  people  don't  want  to  speak  publicly.  But  Hesse's 
Washington  comments  about  tribal  issues  have  caused  concern  throughout 
Indian  country  in  Minnesota.  What  kind  of  person  would  compare  tribal 
fishing  --  a communal  practice  protected  by  treaties,  and  connected  to 
religious  and  cultural  rituals,  to  the  hoo-yah  grenade-fishing  exploits  of 
bored  Navy  SEALs? 

"When  Indians  signed  treaties,  we  gave  up  something,  we  gave  up  land," 
my  friend  said.  "We  survive  because  we  have  preserved  our  culture  and 
adapted  it  to  the  best  of  the  dominant  culture.  So  it's  disheartening  when 
people  like  Hesse  come  along  and  tell  us  go  back  to  canoes.  They  want  us 
to  go  backward.  Maybe  Hesse  spent  too  much  time  in  the  SEALs:  He  only 
seems  to  know  how  to  destroy  things." 

Hesse  Ventura's  remarks  about  treaty  rights,  like  his  joke  about 
Irishmen  in  St.  Paul,  proves  either  a)  that  Hesse  remains  a work-in- 
progress  or  b)  that  he  remains  willfully  ignorant  in  some  important  areas. 

I don't  have  room  here  to  begin  The  Education  of  Hesse  Ventura.  It  is 
enough  to  point  out  that  his  comment  about  Indian  sovereignty  was  dead 
wrong.  It  wasn't  Indians  who  decided  they  should  be  both  sovereign  and 
subject  to  the  United  States  (much  like  each  state  is  separate  and  still  a 
part  of  the  larger  entity):  It  was  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which  gives 
Indians  a unique  status.  If  Hesse  doesn't  like  it,  let  him  change  the 
Constitution . 


For  two  centuries,  the  government  exploited  the  "sovereign"  status  of 
Indian  tribes,  forcing  tribes  to  sign  "treaties"  between  supposed  equals 
that  gave  the  government  what  it  wanted  --  land,  mineral  rights,  resources. 
In  the  past  20  years  or  so,  a handful  of  tribes  have  turned  the  (gaming) 
tables  on  the  government,  taking  advantage  of  their  special  status  to  gain 
access  to  revenues,  jobs,  education,  legal  representation,  and  a way  up. 

Some  folks  who  never  seemed  very  interested  when  Indians  lived  in  abject 
poverty  and  isolation,  with  no  political  clout  or  a place  at  the  public 
table,  suddenly  seem  very  concerned  about  a few  pockets  of  tribal 
prosperity. 

Welcome  to  the  H-Files:  The  ignorance  is  out  there.  But  governors  have  a 
responsibility  not  to  repeat  talk-show  tripe  or  barroom  jokes  in  public.  A 
joke  told  over  the  noise  of  the  jukebox  and  a bellyful  of  beer  is  rarely 
funny  in  front  of  a TV  camera,  as  Hesse  learned  on  Letterman.  Similarly, 
an  ill-informed  remark  about  Indian  sovereignty  that  might  go  over  well 
with  the  guys  at  the  bait  shop  comes  off  as  inflammatory  and  hurtful  in 
public . 

"Anyone  as  concerned  about  the  marketing  of  his  name  as  Hesse  Ventura  is 
should  be  able  to  understand  what  Indians  are  struggling  to  hold  on  to," 
says  my  friend.  "Treaty  rights  are  property  rights:  Our  property  was  taken 
and  the  government  made  us  sovereign  because  it  didn't  want  to  give  the 
impression  that  we  were  being  conquered  and  wiped  out.  All  we're  doing  now 
is  trying  to  hold  onto  our  rights."  Hesse  should  be  able  to  get  that 
between  his  ears. 

Minnesota  has  not  lost  its  sense  of  humor,  as  Hesse  moaned  yesterday. 
Everybody  likes  to  laugh.  Nobody  wants  Hesse  Ventura  to  lose  his 
spontaneity,  his  directness,  or,  most  of  all,  his  sense  of  humor.  God 
knows  he'll  need  it  over  the  next  four  years.  But  when  we  went  to  the 
polls  last  November,  Minnesotans  were  picking  a governor.  We  weren't 
choosing  a comedian.  It's  time  for  Hesse's  "Hee-Flaw"  act  to  close. 

"Indians  are  going  to  be  here  long  after  Hesse  Ventura  is  gone,"  my 
friend  said.  There's  no  punch  line  there.  Hust  reality. 

Nick  Coleman  can  be  reached  at  ncoleman@pioneerpress . com 
or  at  (651)  228-5472. 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 

"RE:  Chippewa  Leader  Responds  to  Gov.  Ventura"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Mar  1999  10:18:47  EST 
From:  MordecaiSp@aol.com 

Subj : Chippewa  leader  responds  to  Gov.  Ventura 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Here's  the  text  of  a letter  Marge  Anderson,  chief  executive  of  the  Mille 
Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  sent  to  Gov.  Hesse  Ventura. 

--  Mordecai 

Letter  from  Marge  Anderson  to  Gov.  Ventura 
March  2,  1999 

The  Honorable  Hesse  Ventura 
130  Capitol  Building 
75  Constitution  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  MN  55155 

Dear  Governor  Ventura, 

Before  deciding  to  write  this  letter,  I put  a great  deal  of  thought  into  how 
to  approach  you  and  how  to  make  sure  I afford  you  and  your  office  the 
appropriate  respect.  I also  have  attempted  to  set  up  a meeting  with  you,  but 
was  informed  that  you  do  not  speak  to  anyone  affiliated  with  special 
interest  groups.  As  a result,  I am  sending  this  letter  in  hopes  that  you 
will  provide  me  and  my  People  the  attention  and  respect  we  deserve. 


In  a few  months,  perhaps  even  a few  weeks  or  days,  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  will  issue  its  historic  ruling  on  the  Mille  Lacs  Band's  treaty  rights 
case.  Yet  according  to  you,  the  court  needn't  bother. 

Recently,  you  railed  against  my  People  and  our  long  battle  to  secure  the 
rights  which  were  guaranteed  by  the  U.S.  government.  Although  your  lack  of 
knowledge  on  the  subject  was  almost  amusing  (I  don't  know  any  Band  members 
with  200-horsepower  Yamaha  engines  and  fish  finders,  as  you  claimed),  your 
attitude  was  definitely  not. 

It  seems  American  Indians  have  joined  working  single  mothers  and  struggling 
students  as  the  latest  targets  for  your  verbal  body  slam.  But  your  rejection 
of  our  legal  battle,  our  heritage,  and  our  sovereignty  seemed  especially  ill 
timed.  Your  harsh  words  opened  old  wounds  at  the  very  time  when  we  should  be 
working  together  to  heal  them. 

Throughout  this  court  case,  I have  urged  members  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  to 
carry  themselves  with  dignity  regardless  of  the  court's  decision.  If  we  win, 
I have  encouraged  them  not  to  gloat,  and  instead  be  mindful  of  the  very  real 
anguish  that  some  of  our  non-Indian  neighbors  have  experienced.  And  if  we 
lose,  I have  asked  them  to  respect  the  law,  the  rights  of  our  neighbors,  and 
of  course,  the  land  and  waters  we  all  care  about  so  much. 

The  Supreme  Court's  decision  should  mark  the  beginning  of  a new  era  of 
harmony  for  all  Minnesotans,  Indian  and  non-Indian  alike.  That  is  what  you 
should  be  working  for,  instead  of  making  comments  intended  to  divide  and 
inflame. 

You  could  start  by  learning  something  about  my  People.  In  the  newspaper,  you 
were  quoted  as  asking,  "What's  the  definition  of  a sovereign  nation?"  Here's 
the  answer:  A sovereign  nation  has  the  authority  to  govern  its  own  territory 
and  its  own  affairs.  Sovereignty  has  helped  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  do  exactly 
what  you  say  we  should  do  - take  care  of  our  own.  We  have  provided  homes, 
education,  health  care,  and  opportunities  to  our  People. 

But  sovereignty  is  not  the  same  as  self-sufficiency.  To  become  totally  self- 
sufficient  - and  that  is  our  goal  - the  Mille  Lacs  Band  and  other  American 
Indians  must  overcome  centuries  of  neglect  and  out-right  abuse.  Please 
understand  that  sovereignty  is  not  a gift  from  the  federal  government,  and 
it  is  certainly  not  a gift  from  the  state  of  Minnesota.  Sovereignty  is  the 
inherent  right  of  every  American  Indian  tribal  government.  It  is  a 
reflection  of  the  indisputable  fact  that  we  lived  on  this  land  and  governed 
ourselves  hundreds  of  years  before  Europeans  arrived. 

We  will  keep  working  toward  our  goals,  and  we  hope  that  other  Minnesotans 
who  are  trying  to  improve  their  lives  hold  tight  to  their  dreams  as  well.  We 
hope,  too,  that  you  learn  to  favor  leadership  over  sound  bites. 

Sincerely, 

Marge  Anderson 

Chief  Executive,  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians 

Executive  Branch  of  Tribal  Government 

Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved 

"RE:  Canada  Post  and  INAC  Abuses"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Mar  1999  00:27:19  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : First  Nation's  inquiry  into  Canada  Post  and  INAC  abuses 

DIRTY  DEALINGS  BY  INDIAN  & NORTHERN  AFFAIRS  CANADA  AND  CANADA  POST 

Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  First  Nation  councillor  says  Indian  Affairs  Canada  and 

Canada  Post  interfered  in  a referendum  and  sabotaged  their  Traditional 


Chief  and  Council  via  mail  fraud. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  original  sender.  Councillor  Ron 
Bachmier  <sleepingiant@baynet . net>,  *not*  S.I.S.I.S. 

Forwarded  message 

From:  Ron  Bachmier  <sleepingiant@baynet . net> 

Subject:  First  Nation  conducts  own  inquiry  into  actions  of  Canada  Post  and 
IN  AC 

Dear  S.I.S.I.S., 

We  thought  this  resolution  of  Council  might  be  of  interest  to  you,  this  and 
other  issues  surrounding  our  1996  Referendum  on  First  Nation  Custom  have 
not  been  resolved,  many  attempts  have  been  made  to  derail  our  referendum 
process  and  our  investigation  into  the  mail  fraud  issue,  our  referendum 
process  was  challenged  and  upheld  by  the  Federal  Court  in  1998,  the 
challenge  was  made  by  an  INAC  [Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada] 
supported  whiteman,  a whiteman  who  gained  indian  status  into  our  band  under 
the  old  Indian  Act,  this  whiteman  held  a coup  on  April  26,  1996,  with  the 
advice  and  help  of  INAC,  just  before  our  referendum  in  1996  in  an  attempt 
to  derail  the  referendum  process  and  oust  our  traditional  leaders,  the 
whiteman  came  out  with  the  promise  that  if  the  bandmembers  voted  him  in  he 
would  sell  our  reserves  and  give  $25,000  to  each  bandmember,  we  stood  firm 
and  continued  on  with  the  1996  referendum  which  was  held  to  approve  and 
ratify  our  custom  leadership  selection  code  all  of  which  was  approved  by 
the  anishinabe  of  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  and  subsequently  upheld  by  the  Federal 
Court,  in  a nutshell  INAC  has  been  fueling  leadership  disputes  in  our 
community  for  over  a decade,  we  believe  this  is  being  done  to  create  an 
excuse  for  them  to  NOT  uphold  the  part  of  our  Treaty  that  guarantees  a 
community  development  at  our  reserves,  to  clarify  more,  our  historic 
community  at  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  was  continuously  subject  to  severe  water 
level  fluctuations(f looding)  since  1872  which  eventually  forced  that  last 
remaining  members  off  the  reserves  in  the  1950' s,  the  flooding  continues 
today  and  the  same  whiteman  and  INAC  are  still  trying  to  derail  our 
community  development,  we  have  communicated  this  resolution  to  the  local 
media  just  a few  hours  ago  and  are  still  waiting  for  them  to  react, 
regarding  our  investigation  we  have  some  really  solid  mail  tampering 
evidence  against  Canada  Post,  INAC  and  the  troublemaker  whiteman,  the 
whiteman  was  the  one  who  redirected  our  official  lettermail  to  his  house 
with  the  help  of  INAC  and  Canada  Post,  the  whiteman  stole  our  mail  and  then 
later  dropped  it  off  at  INAC  who  illegally  detained  it  for  over  a year. 
Waazakonenjigan ' ishpiming  #591 

R. Bachmier,  Member  of  the  Traditional  Council  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  First 
Nation  Email:  sleepingiant@baynet.net 
LAC  DES  MILLE  LACS  FIRST  NATION 


Head  Office:  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  I.R.#22A2,  Km  15  Graham  Rd.  West 
P.0.  Box  10036  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  P7B  6T6 
tel  (807)  977-1144  fax  (807)  977-1145 

Resolution  of  the  Council  of  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  First  Nation 

RE:  Internal  First  Nation  Inquiry  into  the  actions  of  Canada  Post  and 

Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada  during  1996-1998 

Whereas,  many  questions  concerning  certain  events  preceding,  during  and 
after  the  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  Referendum  on  First  Nation  Custom  in  1996  have 
not  been  answered; 

Whereas,  Canada  Post  and  the  Federal  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  are 
involved  in  the  unauthorized  redirecting,  opening  and  detaining  of  the 
official  lettermail  of  the  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  First  Nation  during  the 
period  May  1996  to  Dune  1998; 

Whereas,  the  Chief  and  Council  have  initiated  an  investigation  into  all 
aspects  of  the  actions  of  Canada  Post  and  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
other  persons  concerning  the  unauthorized  redirection,  opening  and 
detention  of  the  First  Nations  official  lettermail; 


Whereas,  the  Federal  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Canada  Post  have  so 
far  refused  to  cooperate  with  the  Chief  and  Council  regarding  the  details 
of  the  redirection,  opening  and  detention  of  the  First  Nations  official 
lettermail; 

Whereas,  requested  evidence  relevant  to  the  unauthorized  redirection, 
opening  and  detaining  of  the  First  Nations  official  lettermail  was  not 
released  to  the  Chief  and  Council  by  Canada  Post; 

Whereas,  the  Chief  and  Council  consider  that  the  First  Nation  is  entitled 
to  a full,  comprehensive  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  unauthorized 
redirection,  opening  and  detention  of  the  official  lettermail  of  the  First 
Nation; 

Whereas,  the  Chief  and  Council  also  consider  that  the  First  Nation  is 
entitled  to  compensation  as  a result  of  the  unauthorized  redirection, 
opening  and  detention  of  the  official  lettermail  of  the  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs 
First  Nation; 

Whereas,  Chief  and  Council  will  continue  to  investigate  this  and  report  our 
findings  to  the  members  of  the  First  Nation; 

Whereas,  the  Chief  and  Council  will,  upon  the  conclusion  of  our 
investigation,  recommend  a course  of  action  for  the  resolution  of  this 
issue,  be  it  through  litigation  or  through  the  demand  of  a full  public 
inquiry; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Chief  and  Council  and  will  continue  to 
seek  justice  concerning  the  unauthorized  actions  of  Canada  Post  and  the 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  Canada; 

This  resolution  is  hereby  made  at  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  at  a duly  convened 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Lac  des  Mille  Lacs  First  Nation  this  12th  day  of 
February,  1999.  Voting  in  favour  of  the  resolution  are  the  following 
members  of  the  Council: 

originals  signed  by: 

Chief  Lawrence  Chapman 
Councillor  Elizabeth  Boucher 
Councillor  lames  Nayanookeesic 
Councillor  Ron  Bachmier 


Please  demand  that  Canada  stop  its  sabotage  and  cooperate  with  the 
investigation : 

lane  Stewart,  Minister  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs: 

< remote- printer . lane_Stewart@16139926382. iddd .tpc . int> 

Please  cc:  Lac  Des  Mille  Lacs  First  Nation  c/o: 
<sleepingiant@baynet . net> 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Lubicon  Boycott  Clears  Flurdle"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Feb  1999  15:55:26  -0500 

From:  "Native  Americas  lournal"  <bfw2@cornell .edu> 

Subj : Lubicon  Boycott  Clears  Hurdle 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published  by  the  Akwe:kon 


Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of 
emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  western  hemisphere 
visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu 

Lubicon  Boycott  Clears  Hurdle 
By  Craig  Benjamin/Native  Americas 

A consumer  boycott  organized  in  support  of  the  Lubicon  Cree  Nation  of 
northern  Alberta  can  now  resume  after  an  Ontario  Court  rejected  claims  by 
the  Japanese  pulp  and  paper  company,  Daishowa,  that  the  boycott  was  illegal. 

The  Lubicon  Cree  were  excluded  from  the  treaty-making  process  that  took 
place  in  Western  Canada  late  last  century.  Although  their  territory  was 
never  ceded,  and  they  have  been  unable  to  reach  a land  claim  settlement  with 
the  federal  government,  the  province  of  Alberta  has  encouraged  resource 
extraction  in  Lubicon  land. 

The  boycott  against  Daishowa  was  launched  in  1991  by  a Toronto-based  support 
group  called  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  after  Alberta  granted  the  transnational 
corporation  logging  rights  over  lands  traditionally  used  and  occupied  by  the 
Lubicon.  This  small  volunteer  organization  persuaded  50  Canadian  companies 
to  stop  buying  paper  products,  such  as  paper  bags,  manufactured  by  Daishowa. 
The  transnational  company  claimed  that  it  had  lost  $14.2  million  in  sales 
due  to  the  boycott. 

In  1994,  Daishowa  sought  an  injunction  claiming  that  the  boycott  was  an 
"intentional  interference  with  economic  relations."  But  in  April  of  this 
year,  Justice  James  MacPherson  of  the  Ontario  Court  rejected  the  injunction, 
freeing  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  to  resume  their  campaign. 

From  the  beginning.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  said  they  would  continue  the 
boycott  until  Daishowa  promised  to  stop  logging  on  Lubicon  lands  until  their 
land  claim  was  settled.  Justice  MacPherson  stated  that  the  campaign,  and  the 
concerns  that  the  group  expressed,  deserve  "respect,  protection  and  a 
forum. " 

The  decision,  however,  was  not  a complete  victory  for  the  Lubicon  or 
their  supporters.  Although  the  Court  found  that  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
had  been  careful  and  honest  in  expressing  their  opinion  when  they  called  the 
situation  of  the  Lubicon  one  of  "genocide,"  the  judge  ordered  the  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  to  stop  using  the  word  in  their  campaign  against  Daishowa. 
MacPherson  also  awarded  Daishowa  a token  $1  in  damages,  although  the 
judgment  did  not  specify  why. 

Perhaps  most  significantly,  fighting  against  the  injunction  has  tied  up 
the  small  organization  since  1994  and  curtailed  the  support  that  it  could 
provide  to  the  Lubicon  in  their  land  rights  struggle. 

Daishowa  has  said  it  will  appeal  the  decision. 

Native  Americas  Journal 
Akwe:kon  Press 
Cornell  University 
300  Caldwell  Hall 
Ithaca,  New  York  14853 
Tel.  (607)  255-4308 
Fax.  (607)  255-0185 

http : //nativeamericas . a ip . Cornell . edu 

"RE : Lubicon  Negotiations"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Mar  1999  16:55:06  -0500 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Subj : Lubicon  negotiations 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Attached  is  a sample  of  press  coverage  of  recent  developments  at  Lubicon 
negotiations.  While  there  is  much  left  to  negotiate,  agreement  on 
membership  is  a significant  part  of  a final  settlement. 

The  Edmonton  Sun 

Friday,  February  26,  1999 

Progress  seen  in  Lubicon  dispute 


Federal  negotiator  believes  band  may  be  on  verge  of  getting  reserve 
By  Dohn  Cotter 
The  Canadian  Press 

A major  hurdle  in  the  60-year-old  Lubicon  Cree  land  claim  dispute  in 
northern  Alberta  has  been  cleared,  says  a federal  negotiator. 

A draft  agreement  on  the  key  question  of  band  membership  has  been  reached 
following  a three-day  meeting  near  the  community  of  Little  Buffalo,  Brad 
Morse  said  yesterday. 

"We  made  a lot  of  progress,"  said  Morse,  who  wouldn't  reveal  details  of 
the  tentative  agreement.  "We've  got  about  99  percent  of  it  drafted.  I 
expect  we  will  have  a common  text  early  next  week." 

At  issue  is  the  question  of  which  people  in  the  area  450  km  northwest  of 
Edmonton  will  be  considered  status  Indians  when  a reserve  is  created  for 
the  band. 

Lubicon  advisor  Fred  Lennarson  agreed  the  talks  went  well  and  said  more 
discussions  are  planned  for  March  22. 

"It's  a significant  piece  of  the  puzzle,"  said  Lennarson.  "Flopefully  it's 
a breakthrough. 

"There  is  a document  with  mutually  agreed  wording  that  is  ready  to  got  to 
(federal)  cabinet  that  is  part  of  a settlement  package." 

Lennarson  cautioned  that  other  outstanding  issues,  such  as  the  size  of 
the  reserve,  economic  development  and  financial  compensation  for  the  Cree 
nation,  must  be  worked  out  before  the  long  dispute  is  finally  over. 

Those  discussions  will  eventually  include  the  Alberta  government,  perhaps 
as  early  as  April. 

The  Lubicon  want  246  square  kilometres,  $72  million  for  housing  and 
services  and  about  $33  million  to  help  build  local  industry  and 
agriculture.  They  also  want  $120  million  in  compensation  from  Ottawa  and 
Alberta  for  forest  and  energy  resources  already  taken  from  the  land. 

The  fact  that  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  and  the  Lubicon  band  council  are 
directly  involved  in  the  negotiations  has  helped  make  the  talks  a success, 
said  Morse. 

Ominayak  was  not  available  for  comment. 

Morse  said  he  believes  there  is  enough  momentum  to  resolve  the  dispute, 
which  has  been  simmering  since  the  1930s. 


Tuesday,  2 March,  1999 
Peace  River  Record  Gazette 
Lubicon  talks  clear  major  hurdle 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Legal  language  defining  Lubicon  band  membership  has  been  penned,  finally, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  negotiating  parties. 

Two  months  after  the  last  meeting  in  Little  Buffalo  between  the  band  and 
the  federal  negotiating  team,  a band  membership  proposal  was  positively 
reviewed  Tuesday  at  a bargaining  session  in  the  community. 

"It  is  a good  piece  of  work.  This  is  a well  crafted  document.  I think  we 
have  something  to  be  proud  of,"  Lubicon  band  advisor  Fred  Lennarson  told 
the  Record-Gazette. 

Flow  Lubicon  band  membership  is  determined,  so  that  all  members  are 
eligible  for  Indian  Act  status,  has  long  been  a key  concern  of  the  band, 
Lennarson  says. 

The  government  drafted  legislation  also  has  the  support  of  federal  Dustice 
and  Indian  Affairs  ministries,  chief  federal  negotiator  Brad  Morse  said. 

"The  wording  is  agreed  and  it  is  up  to  the  point  where  (we  can  say)  it  is 
cleared  with  the  department  of  Dustice.  They  say  yes,  we're  prepared  to  say 
this  is  legal  and  the  policy  people  with  Indian  Affairs  say  it  doesn't 
create  problems  for  (them),"  Morse  said. 

The  agreement  was  "by  no  means  a simple  exercise,"  but  "the  federal  only 
instrument,"  of  accepting  a band  list  where  people  will  be  eligible  for 
status  under  the  Indian  Act  achieves  the  objectives  the  Lubicon  have  long 
sought,  Morse  said.  "It  doesn't  create  problems  and  precedents  for  us 
somewhere  else,"  he  said. 

The  agreement  is  to  be  implemented  at  the  time  the  entire  land  and 
entitlement  settlement  is  approved  and  becomes  effective. 


With  this  significant  area  of  negotiation  essentially  resolved, 
negotiations  on  other  issues  should  follow  smoothly,  Lennarson  says, 
holding  up  crossed  fingers  up  on  both  hands. 

"RE : Welcoming  Back  of  the  Thunders  Ceremony"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Mar  1999  19:43:35  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : Welcoming  Back  of  the  Thunders  Ceremony 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Florse,  Lakota  Elder. 

Welcoming  Back  of  the  Thunders  Ceremony  on  March  21,  1999 

Long  ago  when  the  world  was  young  the  human  came  into  existence,  as  the 
people  began  to  grow,  they  began  to  understand  that  a movement  greater 
than  themselves  was  above.  In  time  they  learned  that  the  movement  in  its 
greatness  was  beyond  their  comprehension  and  control  but  they  began  to 
learn  of  its  constancy  and  repetitive  movement.  Soon  they  made  ceremony 
to  celebrate  the  movement  and  their  existence  in  the  universe  among  the 
celestial  concordance. 

On  March  21,  1999  a most  important  event  will  occur  in  the  Black  Hills , 
the  Center  of  the  Fleart  of  the  Lakota  Nation.  A ceremony  celebrating  and 
observing  the  spring  solstice  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  to  the 
ancient  knowledge  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation.  This 
knowledge  coupled  with  current  educational  efforts  of  the  let  Propulsion 
Laboratory  and  Traditional  Lakota  Star  Knowledge  will  present  the  best  of 
both  worlds.  This  effort  is  designed  to  develop  a set  of  curriculum 
modules  based  out  of  the  scientific  pedagogy  and  the  oral  history  of  the 
Lakota . 

Our  most  precious  resource,  our  youth,  are  invited  to  come  and  participate 
in  this  event.  In  this  day  and  age  they  will  be  sending  their  voices  in 
an  old  and  ancient  manner  but  with  the  cry  for  a whole  world  within  which 
they  can  dream,  vision,  and  be  a part  of  their  universe  again.  All  who 
come  to  participate  will  have  the  opportunity  to  utilize  telescopes, 
satellite  linkup,  and  the  best  scientific  knowledge  in  the  world  today  to 
observe  our  universe. 

In  the  present  day,  our  world  is  confronted  with  a myriad  of  difficulties 
and  problems.  The  future  must  have  at  their  center  a sense  of  unity  of 
purpose  and  meaning.  The  secularization  occurring  with  mankind  cannot 
continue,  every  human  being  is  in  need  of  knowing  their  place  within  the 
great  movement.  The  youth  of  our  nations  need  this  opportunity  to  develop 
their  consciousness  about  themselves  and  their  relations  throughout  the 
world.  Never  in  the  history  of  humankind  is  the  hour  more  desperate  for 
our  children. 

Take  the  time  to  come  to  this  event  and  learn  what  the  Native  people  of 
Turtle  Island  have  been  doing  for  century  upon  century  even  in  the  face  of 
spiritual  oppression  as  they  knew  the  importance  of  maintaining  the 
recognition  of  the  movement  of  all  things.  This  event,  despite  the 
hardships  of  our  past,  is  focused  solely  upon  the  destiny. 

For  further  information  please  contact 
Ben  Rhodd  605-574-2545 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 
loseph  Chasing  Horse 

"RE:  Cutting  A Tangle  Of  Trusts"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Mar  1999  08:16:06  -0600 
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Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  03-03-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
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Cutting  A Tangle  Of  Trusts:  BIA  Aims  to  Sort  Out  Indians'  $2.5  Billion 
By  William  Claiborne 
c.  Washington  Post  March  2,  1999 

Armed  with  off-the-shelf  accounting  software  and  a few  computers,  about 
30  employees  in  a nondescript  office  in  a Billings,  Mont.,  federal 
building  began  yesterday  the  daunting--some  say  impossible--task  of 
untangling  a $2.5  billion  can  of  worms. 

The  object  of  their  efforts--and  those  to  follow  in  200  similar 
locations  across  the  country  in  the  next  two  or  three  years--are 
"unreconciled"  trust  accounts  held  by  the  federal  government  for  as  many 
as  500,000  Native  Americans  that  go  back  to  the  1880s.  That's  when  the 
government  began  breaking  up  tribal  land  ownership  and  allotting  small 
parcels  to  individual  Indians  as  compensation. 

The  trust  accounts,  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  often 
were  created  to  hold  funds  for  minors  or  receive  royalties  from  the  sale 
of  petroleum,  natural  gas,  timber  and  other  natural  resources  extracted 
from  the  transferred  land,  with  income  being  passed  on  to  descendants  of 
the  original  beneficiaries. 

But  BIA  officials  say  many  records  covering  the  55  million  acres  of  land 
it  manages  in  trust--as  well  as  those  for  the  350,000  landowners,  100,000 
active  leases  and  2 million  owner  interests--have  been  lost  over  the  last 
century  in  a maze  of  record-keeping  systems.  Bureau  accountants  and 
outside  analysts  have  been  unable  to  decipher  the  systems,  despite 
sporadic  proddings  from  tribal  leaders,  federal  courts  and  Congress. 

Many  of  the  trust  fund  accounts  involve  "fractionalized"  landholdings 
that  over  many  years  have  been  divided  among  so  many  heirs  that  the  value 
from  leases  and  other  sources  of  income  often  is  less  than  $1  per  person. 
However,  in  many  cases,  it  is  far  more,  and  an  advisory  committee  said  the 
government  could  be  liable  for  as  much  as  $575  million  in  undocumented 
disbursements . 

In  1994,  after  a $21  million  audit  of  two  decades'  worth  of  accounts, 

BIA  officials  acknowledged  that  they  were  unable  to  account  for  $2.4 
billion  in  tribal  trust  fund  transactions. 

While  it  has  not  been  ascertained  that  the  money  is  missing,  documents 
cannot  be  found  to  show  where  much  of  it  came  from  or  where  it  was  paid, 
officials  say.  Documents  are  scattered  in  file  cabinets  in  dozens  of  BIA 
offices  around  the  country,  often  reflecting  duplicate  accounts,  and 
computerized  records  are  maintained  in  at  least  a dozen  databases. 

Audits  have  found  that  more  than  45,000  accounts  are  for  individuals 
whose  whereabouts  are  unknown;  $21.7  million  is  held  ostensibly  for  minors 
who  long  since  have  reached  adulthood;  21,000  accounts  are  for  deceased 
individuals;  and  128,000  accounts  have  no  Social  Security  or  tax 
identification  numbers. 

In  the  case  of  the  main  BIA  document  center  in  Albuquerque,  records  were 
reported  to  have  been  contaminated  with  rat  feces  containing  a dangerous 
virus  and  therefore  were  considered  inaccessible  by  bureau  employees. 

"It's  a logistical  nightmare,"  said  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  of 
the  interior  for  Indian  affairs,  who  a year  ago  became  the  Clinton 
administration's  top  Native  American  official. 

Gover  said  warnings  of  an  accounting  disaster  had  been  sounded  as  early 
as  the  1930s.  But  successive  administrations  had  ignored  the  problem  and, 
until  recently.  Congress  had  failed  to  appropriate  the  funds  needed  for  a 
massive  records  cleanup.  The  records  cleanup  took  on  added  urgency  last 
Monday  after  a federal  judge  cited  Gover,  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
and  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin  for  contempt  of  court  for  showing  a 
"flagrant  disregard"  of  his  orders  to  produce  trust  account  documents  in  a 
class  action  lawsuit  alleging  mismanagement  of  the  Indian  fund. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  C.  Lamberth  said  federal  officials  have 
engaged  in  a "shocking  pattern  of  deception  of  the  court"  and  "abused  the 
rights  of  Indians  to  obtain  these  trust  documents."  Apologizing  for  their 
inability  to  produce  the  records,  government  officials  blamed  their  delays 
on  bureaucratic  turf  battles,  budget  shortages  and  a lack  of  coordination 
among  agencies. 

Lamberth 's  condemnation  came  two  weeks  after  the  Clinton 


administration's  special  trustee  for  American  Indians,  Paul  M.  Homan, 
resigned  in  protest  of  what  he  said  were  efforts  by  Babbitt  to  obstruct 
his  attempts  to  untangle  the  trust  accounts.  Homan,  who  had  been  at 
loggerheads  with  the  interior  secretary  for  years  over  reforming  trust 
accounts,  said  a reorganization  of  the  independent  Office  of  Special 
Trustee  ordered  by  Babbitt  had  effectively  "usurped"  his  powers  to 
implement  reforms. 

After  Congress  approved  $42  million  for  a data  cleanup,  the  BIA  set  up  a 
Trust  Asset  and  Accounting  Management  System  (TAAMS).  Beginning  with  the 
Billings  office,  TAAMS  will  attempt  to  sort  out  land  and  lease  information 
and  enter  it  into  an  integrated  national  database  that  in  the  future  can 
monitor  trust  accounts. 

The  BIA  task  force  contracted  with  a Texas  software  firm  for  an  off-the- 
shelf  system  tailored  for  land  and  natural  resource  lease  records.  This 
system  will  be  used  for  transferring  manual  ledgers  and  antiquated 
computer  records  into  a new  database,  BIA  project  coordinator  Dorn  Nessi 
said . 

"To  be  honest,  we're  not  sure  what  we'll  find  in  every  file  cabinet  out 
there,"  Nessi  said.  "This  is  as  complex  a data  environment  as  there  is, 
and  nobody  really  thinks  the  BIA  can  pull  this  off." 

But  Nessi  said  he  envisions  that  five  years  from  now  Indian  trust 
account  holders  will  be  able  to  go  to  an  interactive  computer  kiosk  on 
their  reservation  and  find  out  the  full  details  of  their  account. 

"This  is  the  most  important  management  effort  in  the  BIA's  history,  and 
it's  going  to  mean  a lot  to  Native  American  pride  when  it  succeeds,"  Nessi 
said.  "There's  been  a lack  of  will  and  a lack  of  money  over  many  years, 
and  that's  what  we're  trying  to  overcome." 
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Cherokees  to  delay  constitution  review  vote 
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c.  Tulsa  World 
3/2/99 

Convention  delegates  seek  public  hearings  before  a special  election  is 
called . 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Delegates  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  Constitutional  Convention 
on  Monday  killed  hopes  of  a revised  constitution  being  placed  on  the 
tribe's  May  22  election  ballot. 

A majority  of  the  delegates  earlier  had  rebuffed  ideas  to  delay  the 
process,  but  the  resistance  ended  when  they  were  convinced  that  their 
final  product  should  be  a subject  of  public  hearings  before  an  election. 

Delegate  Chad  Smith,  who  pushed  the  delay  through,  said  the  public 
hearings  could  take  place  over  a four-month  period. 

An  earlier  attempt  by  Smith  to  recess  the  convention  until  August  so 
public  hearings  could  be  held  was  turned  down  by  the  delegates,  who  said 
they  wanted  to  go  on  with  their  work  this  week. 

Smith,  however,  gained  approval  Monday  for  his  motion  for  the  delegates 
to  finish  their  work  and  then  hold  the  public  hearings. 

Smith  said  the  revised  constitution  would  be  one  of  the  tribe's  most 
historic  documents.  He  said  a special  election  could  be  called  to  decide 
the  fate  of  the  revised  constitution  proposal. 

Among  delegates  objecting  to  a move  past  the  May  22  election  date  was 
John  Keen,  who  expressed  fears  that  the  proposal  might  eventually  die  and 
never  go  before  voters. 

Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  the  tribe's  Constitutional  Convention,  was 
marked  by  a decided  drop  in  the  number  of  delegates  following  the  weekend. 


Up  to  78  delegates  had  attended  daily  during  the  first  three  days  of  the 
convention,  but  the  number  slid  to  61  on  Monday  as  some  returned  to  their 
jobs  and  others  caught  scheduled  flights  back  to  their  home  states. 

The  delegates  have  been  working  from  8 a.m.  into  the  night,  and  several 
unsuccessfully  called  for  some  type  of  recess  Monday. 

If  the  delegates  continue  to  tire  and  their  number  continues  to  decrease, 
the  convention  might  be  brought  down  to  a "rubber  stamp"  process  where  the 
goal  is  just  to  finish  business,  one  delegate  said  on  the  convention  floor. 

Marion  Hagerstrand  reminded  other  delegates  that  they  had  agreed  to  work 
until  the  product  was  finished  when  they  were  named  to  the  convention 
committee . 

In  other  business  Monday,"  the  delegates  passed  a provision  calling  for 
the  Cherokee  Nation  to  have  a delegate  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives . 

The  House  delegate,  they  said,  would  have  the  same  no-voting  presence  of 
existing  House  delegates  from  Puerto  Rico,  Guam  and  other  territories. 

The  Washington  delegate,  supporters  said,  would  be  able  to  keep  the 
Cherokee  Nation  constantly  informed  on  legislation  that  is  important  to 
the  tribe. 

Opponents  of  the  idea  questioned  its  cost,  but  proponents  said  it  should 
cut  down  on  trips  to  Washington  by  the  chief  and  members  of  the  tribal 
council . 

The  delegate's  salary  would  be  at  government  expense,  some  said. 

Backers  of  the  proposal  said  1785  and  1835  treaties  had  given  the  tribe 
the  right  to  have  a delegate  in  Congress. 

The  delegate,  those  at  the  convention  said,  would  have  to  be  recognized 
by  the  federal  government  in  accordance  with  federal  law. 

Bill  John  Baker,  a tribal  council  member,  supported  the  measure  but  told 
convention  members  not  to  expect  quick  action. 

Noting  the  red  tape  the  tribe  might  face.  Baker  said,  "It  might  take  20 
years . " 

Convention  delegates  voted  31-30  to  have  the  Washington  representative 
appointed  by  the  chief  and  confirmed  by  the  tribal  council. 

Those  on  the  losing  end  said  the  Washington  official  should  be  elected. 
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Choctaws  defend  gaming  hall 

c.  AP 

3/2/99 

Tribe's  chief  says  gambling  at  Pocola  facility  is  legal 

POCOLA  (AP)  --  The  Choctaw  Nation  has  been  financially  harmed  by  the 
false  implication  it  is  improperly  operating  an  off-track  betting  facility, 
the  tribe's  chief  told  Gov.  Frank  Keating. 

Chief  Greg  Pyle  sent  a three-  page  letter  to  Keating  on  Feb.  17  in 
response  to  Keating's  objections  to  the  Pocola  site.  Keating  asked  the 
Choctaws  in  January  to  shut  down  the  gaming  hall,  citing  its  close 
proximity  to  Blue  Ribbon  Downs  in  Sallisaw. 

But  Pyle  said  the  governor  was  misinformed.  The  tribe  adheres 
scrupulously  to  the  terms  of  its  off-  track  betting  compact  with  the  state, 
Pyle  wrote. 

"Your  office  has  apparently  adopted  Blue  Ribbon  Downs'  erro  neous 
interpretation  of  the  Interstate  Horse  Racing  Act,"  according  to  the 
chief's  letter.  "No  matter  how  wrong  it  might  be,  a letter  from  the 
Governor's  Office  implying  that  the  Choctaw  Nation  is  violating  the  law 
and  reneging  on  agreements  has  significant  credibility  with  the  media  and 
track  owners.  It  has  been  very  harmful  to  us." 


The  tribe  offers  electronic  games  and  bingo  in  addition  to  horse  racing 
simulcasts  at  the  Pocola  facility.  Officials  at  Blue  Ribbon  say  track 
attendance  has  dropped  by  at  least  one-third  since  November  because  the 
Choctaws  are  cutting  into  the  track's  core  market. 

A letter  Keating  wrote  to  Pyle  in  January  said  the  tribe's  compact  with 
the  state  excludes  off-track  betting  within  60  miles  of  a horse  racetrack. 
The  tribe's  site  in  Pocola  is  24  miles  from  Blue  Ribbon. 

But  officials  with  the  Durant-  based  tribe  say  their  operation  is  legal 
because  they  do  not  televise  races  or  accept  wagers  at  Pocola  on  days  when 
Blue  Ribbon  runs  live  races. 

"Its  location  does  not  --  I repeat,  does  not  --  violate  the  act,  and  we 
are  extremely  careful  that  our  activities  there  are  lawful,"  Pyle  told  the 
governor.  "If  we  conducted  business  otherwise,  none  of  the  major  tracks 
across  the  country  with  which  we  do  business  would  have  anything  to  do 
with  us." 

Keating  spokesman  Rich  Buchanan  said  Keating  has  seen  Pyle's  letter  but 
has  not  yet  discussed  it  with  his  general  counsel. 

"You  have  to  measure  both  sides,"  Buchanan  said  Monday.  "There's  good 
people  on  both  sides  of  the  issue.  So  the  governor  has  to  take  everything 
into  advisement.  The  next  step  is  to  sit  down  and  do  that." 

Pyle  urged  Keating  to  rethink  his  position  and  threat  of  legal  action. 
The  Choctaws  did  not  renege  on  anything,  Pyle  said. 
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Bison  Management  Courses  at  College 
3/2/99 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

NEW  ROCKFORD,  N.D.  (AP)  --  Native  culture  and  business  interests  are 
leading  to  a growth  in  buffalo  management  courses  at  Indian  colleges. 

At  Cankdeska  Cikana  Community  College  on  the  Spirit  Lake  reservation, 
teacher  Melinda  Martin  says  the  school  tries  to  balance  different 
approaches  to  address  the  burgeoning  interest  in  the  topic. 

"The  bison  education  movement  in  tribal  colleges  is  amazing  right  now," 
Martin  said.  "We  try  to  cover  every  aspect  of  it.  Some  students  are  into 
it  commercially.  Some  are  into  it  as  a cultural  thing.  We  like  to  keep  it 
in  the  middle." 

The  school,  also  known  as  Little  Hoop  Community  College,  will  be 
offering  a two-year  associate  science  degree  in  bison  management  through 
its  agricultural  education  program. 

The  bison  are  considered  a vital  link  to  Indians'  existence,  she  said. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Europeans  on  the  Northern  Plains,  the  bison  provided 
Indians  with  food  and  shelter. 

"Without  the  bison,  they  would  not  be  here,"  Martin  said. 

The  Northern  Plains  Bison  Education  Network,  a group  of  tribal  colleges, 
also  is  developing  courses  in  managing  the  animals.  The  network  director, 
Louis  LaRose,  said  most  tribal  colleges  are  offering  courses. 

Steve  Weisenburger  and  his  father  started  raising  bison  in  1992,  trying 
to  find  an  alternative  to  wheat.  Students  in  Martin's  class  go  to  his 
ranch  and  others  in  the  region  to  learn  the  bison  business  close-up. 

While  much  of  the  course  content  involves  nutrition,  grazing  systems, 
breeding  and  the  business  aspects  of  raising  bison,  the  opportunity  to 
have  hands-on  experience  in  working  with  the  animals  is  important,  Martin 
said . 

America's  bison  population  is  estimated  at  200,000.  Indians  control 
about  10,000  of  the  animals,  the  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  says. 

Ranchers  in  North  Dakota  and  elsewhere  have  been  working  to  market  bison 


meat  nationally.  The  North  American  Bison  Cooperative  is  based  in  New 
Rockford . 
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I sent  an  earlier  e-mail  requesting  the  address  or  name  of  an  organization 
that  can  help  a Native  American  female,  who  is  confined  to  Dubline  Federal 
Correctional  Institution  in  Dublin, CA.  Two  Native  American  females  have 
died  there  recently  due  to  medical  neglect,  I believe.  The  information  is 
hard  to  obtain.  But  my  wife  who  is  also  confined  there  has  verified  abuse, 
intimidation,  and  medical  neglect  is  and  has  occurred  at  this  Federal  Prison. 

I am  simply  seeking  information  where  to  direct  this  female  prisoners 
request  for  help.  I am  new  to  the  Internet  and  computers.  My  Adult  Basic 
Learning  class  which  is  in  my  local  library  makes  computer  time  available 
for  30  to  60  minutes  on  most  days. 

I respectfully  ask  for  suggestions  and  input. 

Thank  you, 

Len.  In  WV 
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Date:  Sat,  6 Mar  1999  18:11:23  -0800 

From:  Allan  Bezanson  <allanbez@intergate.bc.ca> 

Subject:  March  15  Rally  /3 

Demonstrate  at  the  Surrey  Provincial  Courthouse! 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  AGAINST  POLICE  BRUTALITY 
Monday,  March  15,  1999  12  noon 

Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Defender  on  trial 

Dacajewaiah  (Splitting-the-Sky) , Sundance  Chief  of  the  1995  Ts'Peten 
Sundance,  will  be  in  Surrey  Provincial  Court  from  March  11  to  15,  at  9am 
every  day.  Come  out  any  day  and  show  your  support. 

Come  join  the  call  for  an  Independent,  International  Third  Party  Tribunal 
to  redress  the  land  and  jurisdiction  issues  in  B.C.  and  Canada  and  a 
comprehensive  Public  Inquiry  into  the  genocidal  assault  conducted  by  the 
federal  Liberal  and  provincial  NDP  governments,  the  RCMP,  FBI,  judiciary, 
corporate  media  and  BC's  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh. 

This  event  is  jointly  organized  by  Ts'Peten  Defenders  and  the  March  15 
Organizing  Committee  (formerly  the  lean  Chretien  Welcoming  Committee) 

How  to  get  there: 

SKYTRAIN  to  Surrey  Central,  catch  321  or  390  bus  south  to  King  George  and 
Highway  10. 

BUS  (free  or  by  donation)  leaves  Carnegie  Centre,  Hastings  and  Main, 
10:30am.  BUS  and  CARPOOL  leaves  La  Quena,  1111  Commercial  Dr.,  at  11  am. 
DRIVE  from  Vancouver  by  taking  Clark  Drive  south  over  the  Knight  Street 
bridge.  Take  the  Hwy  91  east  exit  to  North  Delta  and  then  Hwy  91  south  over 
the  Alex  Fraser  Bridge.  Exit  east  on  Hwy  10  to  the  Surrey  Municipal  Ctr.  at 
14340  - 57th  Avenue. 


For  more  information  call  215-2662 


Defenders  Splitting-the-Sky,  Bill  Lightbown  and  Sandra  Bruderer  will  also 
be  speaking  at  a Gustafsen  Truth  Forum  on  Saturday,  March  13,  12:30  to 
5:30pm  at  SFU  Harbour  Centre,  Fletcher  Challenge  Room,  515  W.  Hastings 
Street . 


S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Splitting  the  Sky  is  charged  with  assault  arising  from  the 
1997  Gustafsen  Lake  trial,  when  he  is  alleged  to  have  spat  upon  lawyer 
Sheldon  Tate,  after  Tate  called  him  "you  coward."  The  assault  charge  was 
apparently  laid  after  pressure  upon  the  RCMP  and  intervention  by  an  Indian 
Act  Band  Council  Chief.  Splitting  the  Sky  has  long  been  a harsh  critic  of 
BC's  "sell-out"  system  of  collaborator  DIA  Band  Chiefs  who  aided  and 
abetted  the  authorities'  1995  attack  upon  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  camp. 

For  more  information  and  to  support  the  public  inquiry,  please  visit: 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Using  Paramilitaries  to  Kill  Indians"  
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The  Globe&Mail 

Saturday,  06  March,  1999  - page  A5 

(with  the  usual  personal  comments  in  [#]  added  below  - jaom) 

- Premier  must  testify  - 

A judge  has  ruled  that  Ontario  Premier  Mike  Harris  and  two  of  his  senior 
cabinet  ministers  can  be  questioned  under  oath  as  to  their  roles  in  the 
fatal  police  shooting  of  a [unarmed]  native  protestor  in  1995. 

The  ruling  by  Madam  lustice  Susan  lang  of  the  Ontario  Court's  General 
Division  rebuffed  attempts  by  government  lawyers  to  have  the  Premier, 
Attorney-General  Charles  Harnick  and  Solicitor-General  Robert  Runciman 
removed  as  individual  defendants  in  a lawsuit  by  the  relatives  of  Dudley 
George  against  police  and  the  government.  [1] 

Mr.  George  was  fatally  wounded  by  a police  bullet  during  a confrontation 
between  an  Ontario  Provincial  Police  paramilitary  unit  <-*[glad  to  see 
them  finally  labelled  correctly  in  the  media!]  and  native  protestors 
occupying  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  on  Sept.  5,  1995.  [2]  The  shooting  led 
to  an  OPP  officer  being  convicted  of  Criminal  Negligence  Causing  Death  and 
calls  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  police  response  to  what  had  been  a 
peaceful  protest.  [3] 

The  family's  lawyer,  Murray  Klippenstein,  said  yesterday  the  ruling  will 
allow  him  to  question  the  individual  defendants  under  oath  and  require 
them  to  produce  relevant  documents  for  examination  by  the  plaintiffs. 

The  lawsuit  involves  allegations  that  the  politicians  "individually  or 
together  made  the  decision  to  utilize  the  paramilitary  Tactical  Response 
Unit  of  the  OPP"  and  that  the  Premier  personally  directed  the  government 
response.  [4] 

In  rejecting  arguments  that  the  trio's  acts  were  protected  as 
implementations  of  government  policy,  ludge  Lang  said  the  allegation  was 
of  "an  operational  directive  rather  than  a government  decision". 

- end  - 

[1]  - [Dudley  was  'Nishnawbe  - Kettle  Point] 

[2]  - [In  desperation  after  50  years  of  "negotiations"  to  reclaim  land 
stolen  without  due  process  - a claim  later  validated  by  the  federal  govt  - 


anywhere  from  50-300  people  had  been  occupying  the  park  for  months.  The 
ironclad  rule  in  camp,  from  day  one  until  it  ended , was  "NO  weapons!":  not 
a single  gun,  bullet,  machete,  spear,  bat  or  slingshot  was  ever  allowed  in 
that  camp.  The  one  young  idiot  who  showed  up  one  day  & hauled  a .22  out  of 
his  car  & fired  a shot  at  the  hourly-passing  police  helicopter  2 mths 
before  the  end  was  tossed  out  of  camp  within  minutes  & his  rifle  disposed 
of.  When  Mike  Harris  & his  ultra-right-wing  party  were  elected  with  a 
majority,  his  first  step  was  to  order  the  attack  on  the  Indians  by  the 
govt's  paramilitary  squad. 

When  the  paramilitaries  attacked,  Dudley  jumped  into  a school  bus  & was 
using  it  to  push  a garbage  dumpster  across  the  road  in  front  of  the 
attacking  thugs.  A paramilitary  sniper  with  night-scope  pumped  3 bullets 
into  Dudley's  back.  Many  others  were  injured,  some  badly  (one  even 
continued  to  be  beaten  in  an  ambulance  en  route  to  hospital)  but  the 
terrorist/cops  were  beaten  back. 

To  date,  while  the  federal  govt  moved  swiftly  after  Dudley's  death  to 
restore  ownership  of  the  unused  Ipperwash  military  land  adjacent  to  the 
park,  the  turnover  of  the  park  itself  to  the  uncontested  legal  owners  (the 
'Nishnawbe  of  Kettle  Point)  is  still  being  "negotiated"  with  Harris' 
provincial  govt,  a govt  that  refuses  to  even  acknowledge  the 
legally-established  reality  of  First  Nation  rights.] 

[3]  - [The  paramilitary  sniper  that  murdered  Dudley  George  was  sentenced 
to  serve  two  years  of  community  service,  with  a Conditional  Discharge 
(meaning  that  if  he  isn't  charged  with  any  other  offence  within  that  2 
years  he  has  no  criminal  record).  He's  still  a paramilitary,  never  losing  a 
single  day's  pay  or  subjected  to  the  slightest  reprimand  for  his 
cold-blooded  crime.  That  same  week  an  Indian  from  Akwesasne  found  guilty 

of  the  same  charge,  with  his  entire  community  including  the  victim's 
family  requesting  clemency,  was  sentenced  to  3 years  in  the  penitentiary. 
The  old  Stevie  Earle  song  about  the  OPP  death-squads  - "3ust-us  in 
Ontario"  - still  rings  true.] 

[4]  - [The  investigation  into  who  gave  the  order  to  attack  to  the 
paramilitaries  has  been  openly  & defiantly  obstructed  by  the  Harris 
cover-up  team.  They've  admitted  that  the  shredder  was  going  overtime  in 
his  office  for  a month  after  Dudley's  murder  ("It's  the  privilege  of 
Cabinet  secrecy!.,  in  your  face!").  Investigators  of  the  "Internal 
Investigation  Unit"  of  the  OPP  have  also  made  public  the  fact  that  they 
were  told  to  "go  easy"  & that  the  members  of  the  OPP  paramilitary  squad 
had  received  a memo  from  the  Solicitor-General's  office  informing  them 
that  they  did  not  have  to  cooperate  with  the  internal  investigation  team. 

Meanwhile,  the  computers  at  the  offices  of  the  paramilitaries  were 
conveniently  sold  for  scrap/destruction  as  "time  expired  items"  & the  data 
files  logging  the  communications  between  the  paramilitary  commanders  & the 
offices  of  the  Premier,  the  A-G  & S-G  were  also  conveniently  included  in 
the  disposal. 

The  handwritten  notes  of  the  Premier's  Senior  Cabinet  Assistant  were 
found  before  destruction  of  this  critical  piece  of  evidence,  with  what  are 
'allegedly'  verbatim  quotes  of  orders  from  Harris  himself,  with  agreement 
from  Runciman  & Harnick,  to  "..  get  the  damn  Indians  out  of  there  NOW,  NO 
MATTER  WHAT  IT  TAKES..." 

That  now-unemployed  Senior  Cabinet  Assistant  is  being  set  up  as  patsy  to 
take  the  rap  for  the  death  of  Dudley,  & isn't  too  happy  with  the  way  she's 
been  treated.  The  testimony  of  Der  Fuhrer  Harris  & his  henchmen,  when 
confronted  with  the  conflicting  evidence  while  squirming  on  the  stand  & 
under  oath  & face  to  face  with  , will  be  interesting.] 

"Using  paramilitaries  to  kill  Indians..?"  That's  in  countries  far  away, 
isn't  it?"  asks  Dohn  Q Citizen. 

There  are  none  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see... 
masi:cho  for  reading  this., 
jaom/enethekwe 

"RE : Res-School  Genocide"  


Date:  Fri,  5 Mar  1999  00:26:00  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Subj : Res-school  Genocide  = $ for  lawyers 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
OTTAWA,  CHURCHES  FLOODED  WITH  NEW  NATIVE  LAWSUITS 
The  Globe  & Mail,  March  2,  1999  by  Alanna  Mitchell 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Calgary  --  More  than  1,000  native  Canadians  who  were  forced  to  attend 
residential  schools  as  children  have  launched  multimillion-dollar  lawsuits 
against  the  federal  government  and  churches  over  the  past  several  days, 
spurred  on  by  fears  that  a new  Alberta  law  will  cut  off  their  chances  to 
make  claims. 

The  new  Limitations  Act  came  into  effect  yesterday.  It  gives  a person  10 
years  to  file  a civil  claim  once  it  is  realized  that  damage  has  been  done. 
Other  provinces  allow  a limit  of  30  years  for  civil  cases.  Some  lawyers 
believe  Alberta's  new  law  leaves  a two-year  window  for  people  to  file 
lawsuits  about  residential  schools,  but  most  who  handle  such  claims  have 
flooded  the  courts  with  them  over  the  past  several  days  to  make  sure  they 
won't  be  disqualified  later. 

The  firm  Ruston  Marshall  Barristers  in  Lethbridge,  for  example,  filed 
civil  suits  on  behalf  of  362  members  of  the  Blood  tribe  last  Friday.  They 
claim  a minimum  of  $500,000  apiece  as  compensation  for  mental  distress, 
loss  of  education  and  earning  opportunities,  and  loss  of  culture.  "These 
are  serious  claims  born  of  a system  designed  to  marginalize  the  first 
nations  people  of  Canada,"  said  Vaughn  Marshall,  a Lethbridge  lawyer  who 
has  spent  more  than  a year  putting  the  lawsuits  together. 

In  the  past  few  days,  the  number  of  civil  suits  against  the  government 
and  against  churches  that  ran  residential  schools  has  risen  from  about 
2,200  to  at  least  3,500,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  said. 

Only  a tiny  fraction  of  the  allegations  have  been  the  subject  of  criminal 
charges.  Most  are  being  dealt  with  solely  through  the  civil  system.  Some  of 
the  new  suits  catalogue  a litany  of  sexual  and  physical  abuse  and  claim  the 
schools  robbed  the  children  of  their  rights  to  education.  They  accuse  the 
government  of  stealing  the  children's  cultural  heritage  and  forcing  them  to 
live  in  squalor. 

The  plaintiffs  range  in  age  from  their  late  20s  to  their  90s.  At  the 
schools'  peak,  in  1946,  there  were  76  in  Canada.  Most  were  closed  in  the 
1970s.  The  government  estimates  that  about  200,000  pupils  went  through  the 
residential  school  system. 

The  Merchant  Law  Group,  which  handles  a huge  volume  of  residential-school 
civil  suits,  has  filed  700  claims  in  recent  weeks.  Its  lawyers,  unlike 
those  of  several  other  firms,  believe  any  suit  not  filed  by  yesterday  will 
lose  out  under  the  new  act.  Tom  Stepper  said  his  firm  believes  the  act  may 
be  unconstitutional  because  it  limits  the  rights  of  aboriginal  Canadians  to 
file  civil  claims. 

The  suits  have  raised  concern  among  native  leaders  who  fear  that,  in  the 
rush  to  sign  up  complainants,  some  lawyers  may  not  be  dealing  adequately 
with  the  emotional  trauma  that  often  accompanies  such  claims.  In  some 
cases,  the  lawyers  were  simply  telling  their  clients  to  fill  out 
questionnaires  detailing  the  abuse  and  then  sending  them  home,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  said.  Others  rented  halls  and 
advertised  their  intent  to  sue  the  government  on  behalf  of 
residential-school  survivors. 

The  situation  became  so  knotty  that  Phil  Fontaine,  the  Assembly's 
national  chief,  sent  letters  to  law  societies  across  the  country  objecting 
to  the  heavy-handed  nature  of  some  of  the  marketing.  He  himself  attended  a 
residential  school.  He  noted  that  some  survivors  of  the  residential-school 
system  who  had  filed  suits  had  subsequently  committed  suicide,  and  he 
pleaded  for  lawyers  to  be  sensitive. 

LAWYERS  REBUKED 

From  a letter  Phil  Fontaine  sent  to  law  societies  across  Canada  in 
October,  1998 

"First  Nations  members  have  drawn  attention  to  three  elements  which 


concern  me.  The  first  is  the  aggressive  solicitation  of  clients  in  some 
jurisdictions . 

"We  have  heard  complaints  from  survivors  that  lawyers  have  rented  halls 
and  advertised  their  services  to  sue  the  government  or  the  churches  on  a 
contingency  basis.  Some  lawyers  have  approached  band  members  who  attended 
the  residential  schools. 

"We  have  been  informed  that  this  tests  the  boundaries  of  taste  and 
ethics , even  though  it  may  not  be  illegal.  We  suggest  that  while  it  may  be 
within  the  letter  of  the  law,  this  behaviour  may  be  exploiting  a situation 
that  requires  the  utmost  sensitivity. 

"The  choice  of  some  counsel  to  hold  town  hall  meetings  or  to  send  out 
questionnaires  which  may  require  potential  plaintiffs  to  write  about 
painful  experiences  may  place  some  people  at  risk. 

"There  have  been  residential  school  plaintiffs  who  have  committed  suicide 
and  there  are  complainants  who  were  questioned  by  police  in  regard  to 
criminal  investigations  into  residential  schools  who  have  committed 
suicide. 

"The  care  required  to  ensure  that  our  people  are  not  re-victimized  by 
processes  without  counselling  support  cannot  be  stressed  enough." 


CANADA  - A COUNTRY  BUILT  UPON  USURPATION  AND  INDIGENOUS  GENOCIDE! 

"Our  object  is  to  continue  until  there  is  not  a single  Indian  that  has  not 
been  absorbed  into  the  body  politic  of  Canada  and  there  is  no  more  Indian 
Question.  That  is  the  whole  purpose  of  our  legislation." 

Duncan  Campbell  Scott,  Indian  Affairs,  1920 
More  information  on  Residential  Schools  atrocities: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ res school /main . html 
Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : BC  Attorney  General  Pied"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Mar  1999  00:59:11  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : BC  NDP  AG  "pied"  for  Gustafsen  at  SFU 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Thu,  04  Mar  1999  16:05:52  PST 

From:  ara  Vancouver  <aravancouver@hotmail . com 

At  approximately  3:30pm  today,  March  4,  BC  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh 
was  pied  after  speaking  to  a criminology  audience  at  Simon  Fraser  University 
in  Burnaby,  BC. 

After  claiming  that  BC  is  the  "most  progressive  province",  he  sidestepped 
questions  pertaining  to  Aboriginal  rights,  and  his  pivotal  role  in  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  assault.  He  denied  ownership  of  two  direct  quotes: 

1.  "All  the  violence  that  has  emanated  so  far,  has  emanated  from  the 
renegades."  (Speaking  about  Gustafsen  Lake  on  Voice  of  the  Province  T.V. 
show,  13/08/95) 

2.  "This  is  not  really  a nation.  All  I care  is  what  the  limitations, 
restrictions,  restraints  upon  their  rights  are...  The  Nisga'a  Nation  would 
have  attributes  in  this  treaty,  no  more  no  less.  This  is  all  they  get,  this 
is  all  the  rights  they  have  [smiling].  I don't  care  if  they  call  themselves 
Tribal  Council  or  Nation."  (Nisga'a  Treaty  debate,  19/01/99) 

After  the  talk,  a press  scrum  formed  at  the  front  of  the  lecture  theatre. 

A concerned  student  approached  the  Attorney  General  and  hit  him  full  in  the 
face  with  a 9"  lemon  meringue  pie.  It  made  a satisfying  "phoomp"  sound. 


after  arching  gracefully  through  the  air.  A supporter  yelled  "That's  for 
Gustafsen  Lake"  as  several  others  distributed  flyers,  the  text  of  which  is 
reprinted  below. 

Contact  with  the  pie  brigade  can  be  made  by  email,  c/o 
aravancouver@hotmail . com 


March  4,  1999 

Why  pie  Ujjal? 

As  Attorney  General  (AG)  of  BC  Ujjal  Dosanjh  oversaw  the  1995  siege  of 
the  Ts'peten  Sundancers  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Although  the  RCMP  & AG  insisted  they  were  dealing  with  a criminal 
situation,  the  siege  was  actually  planned  four  months  in  advance.  The  RCMP 
wanted  to  end  the  "yearly  headache  [of  dispute  of  an  American  cattle 
rancher's  alleged  ownership  of  the  land]  once  and  for  all"  (Staff  Sgt. 

Martin  Sarich). 

The  RCMP's  own  investigation  revealed  that  the  rancher,  Lyle  lames, 
actually  only  had  grazing  rights  to  the  land  in  question.  The  land  has 
never  been  sold  or  ceded  by  treaty. 

Two  Native  RCMP  officers.  Woods  & Findley,  resigned  in  the  wake  of  RCMP 
mishandling  of  the  affair. 

On  August  27,  1995,  the  RCMP  staged  a false  ambush.  Officers  'Rocky'  & 
Molendyk  claimed  they  were  shot  in  the  back  while  inside  their  vehicle, 
saved  only  by  their  flak  jackets.  However,  liaison  officers  Montague  & Ward 
later  admitted  (on  tape!):  "This  is  not  the  first  time  we've  had  to  take 
flak  jackets  to  the  firing  range."  The  bullets  shot  through  the  car  matched 
the  calibre  of  the  RCMP's  bullets  (.9mm),  not  the  Defenders. 

This  incident  was  used  as  justification  to  persuade  a reluctant  military 
to  loan  the  use  of  several  Bison  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers  and  support 
staff. 

While  the  military  refused  to  also  allow  the  use  of  .50  calibre  guns,  the 
RCMP  arranged  to  purchase  some  from  an  independent  American  arms  dealer, 
with  help  from  the  FBI. 

On  September  11,  1995,  the  RCMP  used  plastic  explosive  as  a landmine  to 
blow  up  a truck  being  driven  by  two  defenders  and  carrying  a dog.  The 
defenders  miraculously  escaped,  unarmed,  under  a hail  of  20  000  bullets. 

The  dog  was  shot  7 times. 

To  all  this  & more,  Dosanjh  says:  "There's  absolutely  no  need  for  any 
other  inquiry. . . There  is  no  other  side  to  this  story,  there  is  only  one 
side  to  this  story."  (The  Province,  08/24/95).  Silly  Ujjal!  Even  little 
kids  know  there's  at  least  two  sides  to  EVERY  story.  RCMP  lies  & 
resignations,  bombings,  imported  guns,  the  military  & FBI...  HELL  YES  there 
should  be  a comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  all  this,  including  Ujjal' s 
role ! 

So  today  we  throw  pie  in  your  eye,  Ujjal.  The  pie  was  carefully  selected: 
lemon  meringue,  sticky  like  the  mess  you  find  yourself  in;  old  & stale,  just 
like  the  lies  you've  spread  & excuses  you've  used  to  keep  the  truth  about 
what  went  down  at  Gustafsen  Lake  a secret  from  the  people  of  British 
Columbia  & Canada.  We're  gonna  make  it  stick. 


For  more  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake  and  to  support  a public  inquiry  into 
all  aspects  of  it,  please  visit: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
"'Finally  the  buck  stops  here,'  Dosanjh  said,  taking  ultimate 
responsibility  for  whatever  happens  at  Gustafsen  Lake"  --  Vancouver  Sun, 
August  29,  1995 

"I'm  in  constant  contact  with  the  RCMP  at  the  highest  levels."  --  Dosanjh, 
The  Province,  August  28,  1995,  page  A5 

" . . . surrender  of  rebels  at  Gustafsen  Lake  could  help  propel  BC  into  a fall 
election,  political  analysts  said  Sunday. . . . NDP  support  has  strengthened 
over  the  summer,  a phenomenon  analysts  say  shows  voters  approve  of  the  way 
the  government  of  Premier  Mike  Harcourt  has  handled  native  Indian 
militants....  One  high  placed  government  source  predicted  Harcourt  will 
call  an  election  before  next  week."  --  Vancouver  Sun,  September  18,  1995, 
page  A3 


"The  current  actions  of  the  BC  government  and  the  RCMP  towards  the  Ts'peten 
Defenders,  as  well  as  the  negligence  of  the  Canadian  national  government  to 
intervene  and  put  a halt  to  these  actions,  unambiguously  qualify  as 
genocide."  FME  Belgium  letter  to  lean  Chretien,  April  25,  1997 
WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  DUDLEY  GEORGE  - WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/ ~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- — "RE:  A Heritage  Lost"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Feb  1999  18:40:54  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms(3SERV.NET> 

Subj : A Heritage  Lost 

This  covers  only  a part  of  the  story.  You  could  fill  a book.  - jws 
A heritage  lost 

http : //www . seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/f ish_041298 . html 
by  Lynda  Mapes 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

Posted  at  10:47  p.m.  PDTj  Sunday,  April  12,  1998 

WESTPORT,  Grays  Harbor  County  - Out  here  on  Washington's  coast, 
salmon  are  everywhere. 

Trophy  salmon  plasticized  in  mid- jump  decorate  restaurant  walls. 
Illuminated  salmon  glow  from  motel  marquees.  There  are  salmon  lawn 
ornaments,  boats  named  after  salmon,  and  salmon  key  chains,  T-shirts 
and  coffee  cups  in  the  souvenir  stores.  Salmon  are  abundant 
everywhere  except  where  it  counts:  in  the  water. 

To  preserve  dwindling  fish  runs,  fish  managers  on  Friday 
recommended  the  most  restrictive  fishing  seasons  ever,  short  of 
a total  closure,  for  the  coast.  Strait  of  3uan  de  Fuca  and  Puget 
Sound . 

The  news  was  not  unexpected  - especially  for  coastal  fishing 
towns,  where  every  year  since  the  late  1980s  seasons  have  been 
shorter  and  fishing  quotas  smaller. 

A trip  around  the  Olympic  Peninsula  last  week  found  some  towns 
and  tribes  already  remaking  their  economies,  images  and  identities 
as  fish  runs  decline.  In  others,  people  still  hope  the  fish  will 
come  back. 

But  in  what  once  was  one  of  the  country's  premier  fishing 
regions,  nobody  counts  on  living  off  salmon  anymore. 

Talk  about  salmon  turned  not  to  this  year's  season,  but  to  the 
past.  As  the  fish  stories  unfolded,  resort  operators  and  motel 
owners  inevitably  reached  for  a photo  album. 

The  albums  are  stuffed  with  yellowed  pictures  of  marinas  crammed 
with  boats  and  grinning  fishermen  hoisting  salmon  thick  as  a thigh 
and  long  as  man. 

WESTPORT  AND  ILWACO,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  used  to 
vie  for  the  title  of  salmon  capital  of  the  world.  In  Sekiu,  on  the 
Strait  of  Duan  de  Fuca,  sport  fishermen  reserved  boat  moorages  a year 
in  advance  and  lined  the  only  road  into  town  when  seasons  started. 

Out  here  salmon  fishing  has  always  been  more  than  a sport  or  a 
way  of  making  a living.  It's  been  a way  of  life,  said  Milt  Gudgell, 
owner  of  Pacific  Salmon  Charters  in  Ilwaco,  Pacific  County. 

"We  used  to  have  crowds  of  people  just  watching  the  boats  unload. 
I've  seen  the  docks  in  Ilwaco  awash  with  people.  You  don't  see  that 
anymore. 

"Fishing  is  part  of  our  heritage  in  the  Northwest  and  we  are 
losing  it.  Who  wants  to  be  like  everywhere  else?" 

"This  town  has  basically  died,"  Gudgell  said.  "We  always  knew 
we  were  going  to  go  fishing  and  there  would  be  lots  and  lots  of 
fishing.  Now  the  question  is  whether  there  are  any  fish  to  catch." 


In  Westport,  charter-boat  offices  on  the  main  drag  along  the  dock 
have  been  replaced  with  kite  shops,  candy  stores,  art  galleries, 
book  stores  and  cafes  serving  lattes  to  tourists. 

Mini-vans  cruised  the  strip  last  week  and  a loudspeaker  serenaded 
wandering  shoppers  with  easy-listening  singles.  Inside  souvenir 
shops  tourists  bought  iron-on  T-shirt  transfers  of  tribal  salmon 
art,  tiny  lighthouses  with  thermometers  in  them,  sea  horse  wind 
chimes  and  shot  glasses  calibrated  Sober,  Buzzed,  Happy  and  Bombed. 

The  shops  have  been  good  news  in  a town  that  needed  to  diversify. 
But  change  has  come  at  a cost. 

At  Grace  Ann's  Candies  & Gifts,  Grace  Ann  Manzie-Werner  sells 
100  flavors  of  saltwater  taffy,  chocolate,  fudge  and  knickknacks 
including  a plastic  Betty  Boop  bubble  blower  that  cranks  out  orange, 
grape  and  cherry-scented  bubbles. 

"The  feel  of  a fishing  town  is  gone  and  the  romance  that  goes 
with  that,"  said  Manzie-Warner,  a Westport  resident  for  more  than  20 
years.  "It's  diminished  that  way  of  life.  There's  a lot  of  pride  in 
what  fishermen  do. 

"People  say  there's  no  reason  to  go  to  Westport  anymore  and  I get 
mad  when  they  say  that.  The  reasons  have  changed.  People  come  to 
walk  the  beach,  get  rid  of  the  Seattle-itis . " 

ON  THE  WESTPORT  DOCKS  Dale  McDaniel  worked  his  way  through  a 
bucket  of  herring  heads  aboard  the  Nyoda,  a wooden  fishing  troller 
built  in  1939.  He  speared  each  fish  head  with  a hook,  getting  his 
bait  ready  for  a black  cod  fishing  trip.  He  doesn't  bother  fishing 
for  salmon. 

"They  keep  cutting  you  back,  it's  just  gone  downhill.  They  say  we 
killed  everything  but  we  just  did  what  the  fisheries  managers  told 
us  we  could  do. " 

Doug  Fricke,  president  of  the  Washington  Trollers  Association, 
said  fishermen  used  to  be  able  to  land  more  than  100,000  salmon 
during  a season  that  stretched  out  over  six  months.  Trollers  are 
the  artists  of  the  commercial  salmon  fleet,  often  fishing  from 
picturesque  wooden  boats  with  a hook  and  line. 

Today,  trollers  measure  their  seasons  in  days  and  weeks.  The 
Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council  on  Friday  set  a 1998  season  that 
cuts  their  salmon  harvest  to  the  second-lowest  level  ever. 

Trollers  may  harvest  6,500  Chinook  in  1998,  down  from  11,500  fish 
last  year  and  nearly  50,000  fish  10  years  ago. 

The  council  cut  the  recreational  salmon  harvest,  including  fish 
caught  by  sport-charter  boats,  by  50  percent  from  last  year,  leaving 
fishermen  "happy  to  have  anything  at  all,"  said  Kelly  Westrick  of 
Washington  Charters  in  Westport. 

The  coast  was  closed  to  fishing  in  1994. 

Fish  managers  have  set  tighter  and  tighter  limits  on  fishing 
as  salmon  runs  diminish  up  and  down  the  West  Coast.  The  years  of 
shorter  seasons  have  decimated  the  commercial-  and  charter-fishing 
fleets . 

Trollers  have  declined  from  3,141  boats  in  the  1970s  to  325  boats 
registered  this  year.  Many  of  those  boats  won't  actually  land  any 
fish;  fishermen  just  hold  onto  their  licenses,  hoping  better  fishing 
days  will  return. 

In  Puget  Sound,  the  gill  net  fleet  has  dropped  from  1,659  boats 
in  1975  to  about  880  today. 

In  Westport,  where  about  300  charter  boats  used  to  tie  up,  there 
are  now  25  boats,  and  charter  operators  push  whale  watching  along 
with  tuna  and  bottom  fishing. 

"Boats  that  relied  on  salmon  are  out  of  business,"  said  Steve 
Westrick,  a Westport  charter-boat  skipper. 

The  transition  to  whale-watching  and  other  fishing  has  been 
tricky.  "The  tough  part  was  getting  the  public  to  understand 
there's  more  to  Westport  than  going  salmon  fishing,  and  it  still 
is,"  Westrick  said.  "People  in  Seattle  don't  know  you  can  still 
come  to  Westport  and  catch  a bunch  of  fish." 

UP  THE  COAST  AT  THE  QUINAULT  reservation,  the  number  of  blueback 


sockeye  salmon  boxed  at  the  tribe's  fish-packing  plant  was  tiny  one 
day  last  week  - just  three  fish. 

The  tribe  has  switched  from  packing  sleek  salmon  to  black  cod  and 
the  much-ridiculed  red  snapper,  dubbed  idiot  fish  for  its  pop-eyed 
expression . 

Instead  of  passing  on  the  art  and  craft  of  fishing,  tribal  member 
Van  Rosander,  35,  wants  his  kids  to  break  the  tradition. 

"I'm  lucky  if  I make  enough  fishing  to  pay  for  a tank  of  gas  to 
get  up  river,"  he  said.  "I'm  hoping  my  kids  get  into  computers.  I'd 
rather  not  have  them  get  into  fishing.  It's  not  worth  it.  You  gotta 
make  a change  to  make  a living." 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Quinault  River,  a half-dozen  eagles  circled 
as  Derome  Billie  cut  across  the  water  in  a leaky  outboard-powered 
boat,  headed  for  gill  nets  slung  close  to  the  bank. 

This  fishing  spot  has  been  in  his  family  for  three  generations, 
and  is  one  of  the  better  ones,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  But 
when  Billie,  a Quinault,  lifted  the  net  to  check  for  salmon,  it  was 
empty. 

Gill  nets  that  used  to  bulge  with  200  blueback  sockeye,  famous 
for  their  oily  red  meat,  yield  10  fish  on  a good  day  now. 

A few  miles  from  the  Quinault  River,  the  salmon  served  in  a fancy 
restaurant  overlooking  the  Pacific  are  pale  pink,  pellet-fed,  Atlantic 
salmon  grown  at  a fish  farm. 

The  Quinault  aren't  counting  on  the  sea  or  the  river  that  bears 
their  name  for  a living  anymore.  Instead  they  are  building  a casino. 

FOR  THE  MAKAH  NATION  at  the  top  of  Washington's  coast,  change 
will  come  harder.  Living  at  the  edge  of  the  country,  where  the  road 
dead-ends  at  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the  Pacific,  casino  gambling  is  not 
an  option. 

Instead,  the  tribe  is  getting  into  aquaculture,  hoping  to  raise 
mussels  by  the  millions  on  ropes  dangling  from  a $3.5  million  marina 
opened  last  year  with  state,  tribal  and  federal  money. 

Bird-watching,  whale-watching,  and  other  ecotourism  ventures  are 
contemplated . 

But  Neah  Bay  is  a town  where  horses  still  slow  traffic  in  town, 
and  dogs  nap  comfortably  on  the  road.  If  change  comes,  it's  going  to 
be  slowly.  And  some  don't  want  it. 

"Tourism  is  a double-edged  sword,"  said  Harry  "Champ"  McCarty, 
a Makah  Tribal  Council  member.  "Our  tribe  was  a fishing  tribe.  Our 
home  was  the  ocean." 

About  230  tribal  members  once  worked  the  salmon  fishery,  the 
tribe's  largest  employer.  Now  about  60  tribal  members  fish  from 
15  boats. 

"We  are  survivors.  We  have  to  adapt  to  what's  come  down  the 
line,"  McCarty  said.  "We  are  looking  at  tourism,  but  we  are  just 
at  the  beginning  of  that  stage.  You  go  into  tourism  and  there  are 
sacrifices,  sharing  the  area  with  other  people. 

"We  are  pretty  quiet  here.  It's  not  too  fast  a life.  That's 
something  a lot  of  people  here  enjoy.  If  we  go  in  the  direction  of 
tourism,  we  have  to  share  our  beaches,  our  ocean,  most  everything. 
There's  public  relations,  advertising,  accommodations. 

"We  are  right  on  the  brink  of  everything,  on  a transition  point 
of  going  into  something  new,  while  still  hanging  onto  that  wish  of 
getting  more  salmon." 

Gordon  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Makah  Fisherman's  Association,  said 
it's  hard  for  him  to  picture  his  people  making  a living  from 
anything  but  the  sea. 

"Kite  shops?  That  ain't  gonna  happen.  The  history  of  this  tribe 
is  the  ocean.  That's  where  we  have  always  made  our  living  since  time 
began . " 

Suggesting  that  people  follow  the  jobs  to  the  glass  towers  of 
Seattle  misses  the  point.  It's  simply  not  an  option. 

"I've  lived  on  the  East  Coast,  California,  Seattle,  and  I am  back 
here,"  Smith  said.  "It's  hard  to  describe  why  we  want  to  be  here. 

It's  because  we  have  been  here  for  thousands  of  years,  and  we  always 


will  be  here.  The  people  who  grew  up  here,  they  almost  always  come 
back . " 

There  used  to  be  five  salmon-fishing  resorts  in  town.  Now  there 
is  one.  The  Neah  Bay  salmon  resort,  tucked  in  the  crook  of  an  arm  of 
salt  water  on  the  way  into  town,  is  a pile  of  rubble  now. 

Alder  are  reclaiming  the  grass.  The  sounds  of  tide  rinsing  over 
sea  stacks  and  logging  trucks  roaring  past  nearby  clear-cuts  are  the 
only  break  in  the  quiet.  A price  list  for  moorage,  RV  hookups,  camp 
sites  and  cabins  is  crumpled  on  the  floor  of  the  resort  office  in  a 
pile  of  broken  glass. 

Linoleum  curls  in  the  rain  in  the  vandalized  guest  cottages, 
where  gaudy  wallpaper  fights  a losing  battle  against  graffiti, 
mildew  and  mold. 

IN  SEKIU,  sport-fishing  resort  owners  are  determined  to  avoid  a 
similar  fate  - and  know  they'll  never  again  see  the  kind  of  fishing 
that  built  their  town. 

"The  new  generation  doesn't  know  what  they  are  missing,"  said 
Donalynn  Olson  of  Olson's  Resort.  "There  used  to  be  king  salmon  that 
big  right  out  there,"  she  said  spreading  her  arms  wide.  "You  could 
go  out  there  and  get  three  of  them  anytime  you  want." 

Her  family  built  a thriving  business  on  sport  fishing,  but  Olson 
wonders  if  the  resort  will  be  passed  on  to  the  fourth  generation. 

"You  couldn't  even  give  it  away.  We'll  do  in  a season  what  we  could 
get  in  a week.  It  makes  you  want  to  cry. 

"It's  hard  to  change,"  she  said. 

Gerry  Scott  is  working  on  it. 

His  business,  Curley's  Resort,  now  offers  dive  gear,  an  espresso 
maker,  ice  cream,  kites  and  outdoor  barbecue  in  addition  to  fishing 
tackle . 

"I'm  putting  in  a hot  tub  next  year." 

For  him  the  decline  of  the  sport  salmon  fishery  brought 
opportunity.  "It's  made  us  equals,"  he  said  of  his  competitors 
in  town.  "I  figure,  let's  see  what  happens." 

Some  say  they  can't  bring  themselves  to  give  up  salmon  fishing, 
even  if  they  have  to  do  it  somewhere  else. 

Louis  Miller,  73,  first  started  trolling  the  coast  of  Washington 
for  salmon  in  1949.  Last  year  he  gave  up  his  license  in  a buy-back 
program.  Now  his  wooden  troller,  the  Theron,  is  registered  to  fish 
for  salmon  in  Oregon. 

"It's  a decision  I had  to  make,"  Miller  said. 

"But  I would  prefer  to  fish  in  Washington.  This  is  my  home." 

Lynda  Mapes'  phone  message  number  is  206-464-2736. 

Her  e-mail  address  is:  lmapes@seattletimes.com 
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"RE:  Urgent  Intervention  Needed"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Mar  1999  10:56:08  -0800 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Subj : Urgent  Intervention  needed  in  the  following  situation. 

Case  MEX  040399 

The  International  Secretariat  of  OMCT  requests  your  urgent  intervention 
regarding  the  following  situation  in  Mexico. 


Brief  description  of  the  situation 

The  International  Secretariat  has  just  been  informed  by  the  Liga  Mexicana 
por  la  Defensa  de  los  Derechos  Humanos  (LIMEDDFI),  member  of  the  OMCT 
network,  of  the  presence  of  a group  of  gunmen  who  are  frightening 
families  of  peasants  and  indigenous  Nahuas,  inhabitants  of  the 
municipality  of  Ixhuatlan  de  Madero,  north  of  Veracruz. 

According  to  the  information,  since  8 February  1999,  about  15  gunmen 
have  been  stationed  near  the  community  of  Plan  del  Encinal,  on  the  way  to 
San  Lorenzo,  in  the  municipality  of  Ixhuatlan  de  Madero.  To  date,  they 
are  still  in  the  area  and  are  also  obstructing  the  road.  According  to  the 
LIMEDDH,  the  people  cannot  pass  through  and  children  who  are  studying  at 
San  Lorenzo  are  no  longer  going  to  the  school  out  of  fear  of  this  gunmen 
group. 

In  addition,  on  10  February,  at  11  a.m.,  ten  gunmen  seemingly  belonging 
to  the  same  group,  along  with  70  or  80  members  of  the  Mexican  Army  (74 
Infantry  Battalion),  arrived  at  the  New  Communal  Peoples  Center  (Nuevo 
Centro  de  Poblacion  Ejidal),  - Ing.  Fleberto  Castillo,  in  the  municipality 
of  Ixhuatlan  de  Madero.  The  gunmen  smashed  posts  which  had  been  put  up  a 
day  before  by  the  indigenous  people  and  left.  The  militia  surrounded  the 
area,  while  stating  that  they  were  carrying  out  orders  given  by  the 
Federal  government,  without  specifying  what  these  were. 

Subsequently,  on  12  February,  at  8 a.m.,  judicial  state  police,  the 
gunmen  as  well  as  members  of  the  Mexican  Army  returned  to  the  same  area 
and  without  search  warrant,  they  entered  the  houses  of  the  indigenous 
people  allegedly  to  seek  arms,  ransacking  and  steeling  sugar,  corn  and 
peanuts.  Before  leaving  the  place,  they  threaten  the  indigenous  people 
with  eviction  and  with  taking  possession  of  the  New  Communal  Peoples 
Center,  the  land  of  which  was  taken  over  by  the  indigenous  people  a year 
ago. 

According  to  the  LIMEDDFI,  the  indigenous  people  stated  that  the  gunmen 
receive  orders  from  the  caciques  of  the  region:  Ismael  Arango  RubED, 
Ezequiel  Barragan,  Raul  Monrroy,  Tranquilino  Hernande  Reyna  y Servando 
Marin.  The  indigenous  people  also  stated  that  since  8 February  1999, 
members  of  the  Cavalry  are  patrolling  the  communities  of  Otlamalacatl, 
Cuexcontitla , Cuachumoc,  Xochi  Oloco,  Doroteo  Arango  and  Ricardo  Flores 
Magon,  in  the  municipality  of  Benito  luarez,  Veracruz  by  day,  and  during 
the  night,  they  are  at  the  roads,  which  connect  these  communities. 

Action  requested 

Please  write  to  the  authorities  of  Mexico  urging  them  to/3: 

i.  guarantee  the  physical  and  psychological  integrity  of  the 
families  of  peasants  and  indigenous  Nahuas,  inhabitants  of  the 
municipality  of  Ixhuatlan  de  Madero,  in  the  north  of  Veracruz; 

ii.  put  and  end  to  the  harassment  by  armed  groups  in  collaboration 
with  the  army  and  the  judicial  police  of  the  State  to  these 
inhabitants; 

iii. put  an  end  to  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  activities  of  state  and 
federal  agents,  in  particular  any  form  of  threat,  intimidation  and 
violation  of  human  rights  whatsoever. 

iv.  carry  out  a thorough  investigation  into  the  acts  alleged  in  order 
to  identify  those  responsible,  bring  them  to  trial  before  an 
ordinary  and  competent  court,  and  apply  the  penal,  civil  and/or 
administrative  sanctions  according  to  the  law  and  to 
international  human  rights  standards. 

v.  ensure  in  general  the  effective  compliance  of  the  obligations  of 
the  State  with  respect  to  human  rights  and  fundamental  liberties 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  the  national  laws  and 
international  standards  with  regard  to  human  rights. 

Addresses 

Lie.  Miguel  Aleman  Velasco,  Gobernador  del  estado  de  Veracruz,  Palacio  de 
Gobierno,  Zaragoza  esquina  con  Leandro  Valle  s/n.  Col.  Centro,  C.P.  91009, 
lalapa,  Veracruz,  Tel:  (28)  17  01  76,  17  32  81  Fax:  (28)  18  21  67 


Rodolfo  Duarte  Rivas,  Procurador  General  de  Justicia  del  estado  de 
Veracruz,  Tel:  (28)  17  61,  17  35  76  Fax:  17  20  58,  18  21  67 

Lie.  Margarita  Herrera  Ortiz,  Presidenta  de  la  CEDH-Veracruz,  Calle 
Justino  Sarmiento  3,  Col.  Aguacatal,  91130,  Jalapa,  Veracruz,  Tel:  (28)  14 

76  66,  14  03  21,  Fax:  14  54  86 

Presidente  de  la  Republica  de  Mexico,  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon, 
Palacio  de  la  Republica  Mexico,  D.F.,  Fax:  (52  5)  515  17  94,  2 77  23  76  y 
3 95  67  90  tel  52-5-395-6700 

Secretaria  de  Gobernacion,  Lie.  Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa,  Fax:  (52  5) 

588  75  07 

Procurador  General  de  la  Republica,  Dr.  Jorge  Madrazo  Cuellar,  Ave. 

Reforma,  esquina  Violeta  Mexico,  D.F.,  C.P.  06300,  Tel:  (52  5)  626  41  47 
Fax:  (52  5)  627  44  19,  626  44  26 

CNDH,  Dr.  Mireille  Rocatti,  Periferico  Sur  3469,  Col.  San  Jeronimo  Lidice, 
Deleg.  Magdalena  Contreras,  C.P.  10200,  Mexico,  D.F.,  Tel:  631  00  40,  Fax: 
681  81  25,  6 81  71  99,  e mail:  cndh@laneta.apc.org 

Geneva,  4th  March  1999 

Kindly  inform  us  of  any  action  undertaken  quoting  the  code  number  of  this 
appeal  in  your  reply. 

Organisation  Mondiale  Contre  la  Torture  (OMCT) 

World  Organisation  Against  Torture  (OMCT) 

Organizaci=F3n  Mundial  Contra  la  Tortura  (OMCT) 

37-39  Rue  de  Vermont 
Case  postale  119 
CH-1211  Geneve  20  CIC 
Suisse/Switzerland 
Tel.  : 0041  22  733  31  40 
Fax  : 0041  22  733  10  51 
E-mail  : omct@omct.org 

"RE : Mi ' kmaq  Roadblock"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Mar  1999  00:04:02  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : NS:  Mi ' kmaq  Roadblock:  Ponhook 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESIDENTS  BLOCK  ROAD  TO  PROTEST  POTHOLES 
Canadian  Press,  February  27,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

MILTON,  N.S.  (CP)  --  People  on  the  Ponhook  First  Nations  reserve 
continued  to  block  a road  that  leads  to  their  community,  preventing  logging 
trucks  from  entering.  The  weight  of  the  trucks  and  mild  weather  have  made 
it  too  dangerous  for  school  buses  and  emergency  vehicles  to  get  to  the 
area.  "No  one's  listening  to  us,  so  we're  blocking  off  the  road  into  the 
reserve  for  now,"  Jean  Whynot  said  Saturday. 

The  Mi 'kmaq  Warriors  Society  was  headed  to  the  area  and  planned  to  block 
off  the  entire  road  leading  to  the  main  highway. 

Whynot  and  neighbours  have  been  fighting  to  get  the  20-kilometre  mess  of 
mud,  ruts  and  potholes  fixed.  People  have  often  had  to  put  out  their  own 
fires  or  make  their  own  way  to  hospital  because  ambulances  and  fire  trucks 
can't  get  there  quickly  enough. 

Transportation  Minister  Cliff  Huskilson  said  he  would  ask  the  federal 
Indian  Affairs  Department  to  share  the  cost  of  repairing  the  road.  Indian 
Affairs  said  roads  aren't  their  responsibility. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- "RE:  People  of  Nunavut  Have  a Premier"  

Date:  Sat,  06  Mar  99  20:43:46  PST 

From:  "KOLA  International  Campaign  Office"  <kolahq@skynet . be> 

Subj : FIRST  PREMIER  OF  NUNAVUT  CHOSEN 

http : //newsworld .c be. ca/cgi -bin/go. pl?1999/03/05/nunavut_prem990305 
Newsworld  Online 

People  of  Nunavut  have  a premier  in  waiting 
WebPosted  Sat  Mar  6 10:31:26  1999 

IQALUIT  - The  people  of  Nunavut  now  have  a premier.  Members  of  the 
territorial  legislature  elected  Paul  Okalik  to  the  post  Friday 
afternoon . 

Okalik  is  a 34-year-old  from  the  Baffin  Island  community  of  Iqaluit.  He 
earned  his  law  degree  just  three  weeks  ago  and  was  called  to  the  bar 
just  three  days  before  the  territorial  election  last  month. 

"It's  been  a good  year  so  far.  I hope  it  continues  for  the  next  five 
years,  not  just  for  me  but  for  Nunavut  in  general,"  said  a slightly 
taken  aback  Okalik. 

The  election  of  Okalik  came  as  a bit  a surprise.  He  upset  the  candidate 
favoured  to  win,  lack  Anawak,  a former  Liberal  MP. 

Anawak's  political  past  may  have  played  a part  in  his  defeat.  As  a 
member  of  the  Chretien  government  in  the  early  '90s,  he  voted  in  favour 
of  the  new  firearms  regulations,  something  that  still  riles  many  of  the 
voters . 

The  politicians  were  elected  last  month  in  preparation  for  next  month's 
split  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  creating  the  new  territory  of 
Nunavut . 

In  such  a new  jurisdiction,  the  building  of  a government  is  taking  place 
at  the  same  time  as  the  building  of  the  legislature  itself.  Construction 
workers  are  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  what  is  soon  to  be  the  seat 
of  government  for  Nunavut's  25,000  residents. 

While  the  legislature  is  being  built,  the  territory's  first  elected 
officials  have  been  meeting  down  the  road  all  week  behind  closed  doors 
at  the  local  cadet  hall. 

Ed  Picco,  member  for  Iqaluit  East,  says  it's  a different  way  of  doing 
things  than  in  most  other  parts  of  Canada,  where  the  premier  is  the 
leader  of  the  majority  party. 

The  premier  and  the  rest  of  the  government  will  officially  be  sworn  in 
when  Nunavut  officially  becomes  a territory  April  1.  That's  the  day  the 
new  territory  divides  from  the  Northwest  Territories  and  changes  the  map 
of  Canada. 
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Indian  Country  Finds  a Capital  in  Denver 
By  3 AMES  BROOKE 
c.  New  York  Times 
2/22/99 

DENVER  --  In  the  old  days,  when  Ute  was  the  lingua  franca  of  what  is  now 
Colorado,  Indian  bands  would  travel  the  Old  North  Trail,  skirting  the 
Rocky  Mountains  to  camp  and  trade  in  cottonwood  groves  here  at  the 
confluence  of  Cherry  Creek  and  the  South  Platte  River. 

This  year,  near  Confluence  Park,  Denver's  convention  center  is  host  to  a 
string  of  modern  Indian  gatherings:  Indian  youth,  Indian  scientists, 

Indian  gambling  executives,  Indian  bison  managers  and  Indian  artists.  Next 
month,  thousands  of  Indian  dancers  and  traders  are  to  converge  at  a bend 
in  the  South  Platte  for  the  Denver  March  Powwow,  the  annual  kickoff  of  the 
West's  powwow  season. 

"Denver  has  become  the  crossroads  again,  the  place  to  meet  and  to 
exchange,"  lack  Gladstone,  a Blackfoot  musician  from  Montana,  said  during 
a break  between  performances  at  an  annual  Indian  market  here. 

In  the  far-flung  archipelago  of  Indian  country,  Denver  is  emerging  as 
the  informal  capital.  Denver  has  the  nation's  largest  concentration  of 
national  Indian  groups,  about  15  associations  ranging  from  the  leading 
Indian  law  firm  to  the  leading  scholarship  fund. 

Propelling  Denver  to  center  stage  have  been  the  city's  neutrality  in 
tribal  affairs  and  its  centrality  in  transportation . Free  from  the 
political  sway  of  a large  reservation,  Denver  is  a seven-hour  drive  from 
Colorado's  only  reservations,  the  two  Ute  homelands  in  the  state's  far 
southwest  corner. 

"In  the  urban  Indian  political  world,  Denver  is  the  primary  city,"  Kevin 
Gover,  assistant  secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  said  from  Washington.  Gover, 
an  Oklahoma  Pawnee  who  most  recently  lived  in  New  Mexico,  observed,  "If  we 
need  a location  where  we  are  not  favoring  one  group  over  another,  Denver 
is  neutral  ground." 

Midway  between  the  large  reservations  of  the  Northern  Plains  and  the 
Pueblos  and  reservations  of  the  Southwest,  Denver  is  at  the  geographic 
center  of  Indian  America,  the  nation's  fastest  growing  racial  group. 

"It's  regionally  accessible  --  it  is  a day's  trip  home  for  most  people," 
said  David  Cournoyer,  a South  Dakota  Rosebud  Sioux,  who  is  spokesman  for 
the  American  Indian  College  Fund,  an  educational  group  based  here. 

Denver's  new  $5  billion  airport,  with  its  white-peaked  terminal, 
designed  to  look  like  tepees  billowing  on  the  prairie,  has  emerged  as  a 
hub  for  the  airports  that  serve  Indian  country:  Billings,  Mont.;  Cortez, 
Colo.;  Dickinson,  N.D.;  Farmington,  N.M.;  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  and  Riverton, 
Wyo. 

"Denver  is  centrally  located  as  far  as  airplane  travel,  and  we  have 
clients  all  over  the  country,"  said  Walter  Echo-Hawk,  a Pawnee  who  is  a 
lawyer  for  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  the  nation's  leading  Indian 
law  firm.  "We  moved  here  because  we  didn't  want  to  be  branded  as  a 
regional  organization,  which  you  do  if  you  are  in  the  Southwest  or  the 
Northwest . " 

Indian  leaders  also  praised  the  city's  racial  tolerance.  Enveloped  by 
the  largest  metropolitan  area  in  the  Rockies,  Denver  is  a city  with  a 
black  Mayor,  Wellington  E.  Webb.  One  of  Colorado's  Senators,  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell,  a Northern  Cheyenne  and  a Republican,  is  the  only 
Indian  in  Congress. 

"Denver  has  a welcoming  personality,"  said  Kay  Culbertson,  an 
Assiniboine-Sioux  from  Montana.  "I  have  gone  to  Rapid  City,  to  Billings, 
and  I have  felt  the  racism." 

Ms.  Culbertson,  who  runs  the  Denver  Indian  Health  and  Family  Center,  a 
government-supported  clinic,  said  that  Denver's  booming  economy  drew 


Indians  from  reservations  with  high  unemployment. 

"My  parents  moved  here  because  they  wanted  us  to  succeed,  but  to  still 
be  Indian  people,  to  be  proud  of  being  Indian,"  said  Ms.  Culbertson,  who 
moved  here  in  1966.  "Many  native  American  people  have  realized  that  Denver 
represents  the  chance  to  realize  the  American  dream,  that  you  can  be 
prosperous . " 

While  about  4,000  Utes  live  on  reservations  in  Southwest  Colorado,  about 
25,000  Indians  live  in  the  greater  Denver  area.  Of  the  Denver  population, 
about  one-third  are  Lakota  Sioux  and  about  one-third  are  Navajo,  largely 
descendants  of  Washington's  relocation  policy  of  the  1950s.  Although 
Indians  are  Colorado's  smallest  racial  minority,  accounting  for  1 percent 
of  the  population,  they  are  the  fastest  growing  group  in  Colorado  schools, 
jumping  by  51  percent  in  the  1990s,  to  8,000  students  today. 

Indian  residents  here  face  many  of  the  hurdles  that  Indians  face 
nationwide.  Barely  half  of  Denver's  American  Indian  students  complete  high 
school  by  the  age  of  20,  the  lowest  rate  for  any  racial  group  in  the 
school  sysem.  About  two-thirds  of  American  Indians  now  live  in  cities. 

To  help  build  an  off-reservation  sense  of  identity,  Denver  has  granted 
the  region's  Indian  community  a park  area,  Tallbull  Memorial  Park,  where 
there  are  regular  powwows,  sweat  lodges,  lacrosse  games  and  running  meets. 

Colorado's  largest  powwow  is  the  Denver  March  Powwow,  which  has 
ballooned  in  25  years  from  a small  affair  with  a $6,000  budget  to  a 
gathering  with  a budget  last  year  of  $200,000  and  an  attendance  of  55,000 
people . 

"There  is  camaraderie  all  around,"  said  Grace  Gillette,  the  executive 
director.  "People  are  laughing,  greeting,  shaking  hands.  A lot  of  people, 
especially  in  the  Plains,  have  cabin  fever  at  that  time,  and  they  just 
want  to  dance.  They  want  to  show  off  the  dance  outfits  they  made  during 
the  winter." 

With  many  roads  in  Indian  America  leading  to  Denver,  it  would  be  the 
ideal  location  for  a permanent  Indian  convention  and  cultural  center,  says 
Danny  G.  Abbott,  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Native  Power  Corp.,  an 
energy  consulting  company  here.  "Denver  is  the  natural  spot,"  he  said.  "If 
you  are  going  from  Billings  to  Albuquerque,  you  are  going  to  stop  in 
Denver . " 

Donna  Shakespeare  Cummings,  an  Arapaho  who  was  selling  her  traditional 
dolls  at  an  Indian  market  here  recently,  has  a different  idea. 

"Denver  represents  the  homeland  where  the  Arapaho  once  used  to  live," 

Mrs.  Cummings  said,  noting  that  the  county  immediately  east  of  Denver  is 
called  Arapahoe  County.  More  than  a century  ago,  the  Arapaho  were  moved 
from  Denver  to  Wyoming,  where  they  now  share  a reservation  with  the 
Shoshones.  "It  would  be  really  cool  if  Denver  opened  up  some  land  for  the 
Arapaho  to  come  down  here  again." 
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Disputed  Radio  Plan  Stirs  Hope  in  Navajo  Land 
By  ANDREA  ADELSON 
c.  New  York  Times 
2/22/99 

On  the  high  desert  mesas  of  the  Navajo  reservation,  known  for  its 
pedestals  of  sculpted  rock,  the  amenities  of  modern  life  are  few. 

Half  of  the  reservation ' s declining  population,  which  now  numbers  172, 
000,  live  in  wood-heated  houses  without  indoor  plumbing.  Roads  are  unpaved. 
There  are  telephones  in  fewer  than  a quarter  of  the  homes,  which  are 
scattered  over  an  area  that  takes  in  portions  of  four  Western  states  and 
is  roughly  the  size  of  West  Virginia.  Only  the  tribal  government's  health 


service,  in  Window  Rock,  Ariz.,  is  online. 

Strapped  for  resources  and  limited  in  its  ability  to  provide  services  to 
its  rural  population,  the  newly  elected  Navajo  government  is  turning  to  a 
Tin  Lizzie  medium.  The  tribal  leaders  are  among  the  scores  of  individuals 
clamoring  for  access  to  the  airwaves  on  a low-power  FM  radio  signal  under 
a plan  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  opened  for  public  comment 
last  month. 

Low-power  radio  could  reach  an  entire  population  without  the  cost  or 
technology  headaches  of  a full-power  signal,  M.  Teresa  Hopkins, 
information  technology  coordinator  for  the  Navajo  nation's  legislative 
branch,  said  at  an  FCC  hearing  last  month  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

The  proposed  change  would  relax  the  regulations  to  allow  new 
broadcasters  to  transmit  in  areas  from  2 miles  to  18  miles.  There  is  need 
all  over  the  country  for  micro-radio,  said  Cheryl  A.  Leanza,  a lawyer  for 
the  Media  Access  Project,  a nonprofit  telecommunications  law  firm. 

The  proposed  loosening  of  the  FM  band  has  come  under  attack  by  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters  and  Rep.  William  3.  Tauzin,  R-La., 
who  is  chairman  of  the  House  subcommittee  on  telecommunications.  Among  the 
issues  the  FCC  must  resolve  is  whether  to  allow  low-power  stations  to  sell 
advertising. 

The  Navajo  plan  has  raised  concerns  among  local  broadcasters.  "We  feel 
it's  going  to  be  a real  detriment  to  small-market  radio,"  said  Paula  M. 

Maes,  executive  director  of  the  New  Mexico  Broadcasters  Association,  which 
has  150  stations  in  its  membership.  She  said  it  was  likely  even  so-called 
micro-broadcasters  would  sell  advertising. 

Divvying  up  the  meager  advertising  revenue  in  small  towns,  where  a 30- 
second  spot  sells  for  as  little  as  $6,  will  hurt  small  broadcasters  like 
Susan  Coe,  who  owns  an  AM-FM  operation  in  Lovington,  N.M.  "She  does  the 
morning  show,  does  the  news  and  in  the  afternoon  sells  ads,"  Ms.  Maes  said. 
"Put  a microstation  in  a community  that  small,  and  one  of  them  will  go 
down . " 

Ms.  Maes  said  the  commercial  broadcasts  that  reach  into  the  reservation 
provide  adequate  local  information.  She  pointed  out  that  four  stations 
provided  live  broadcasts  of  the  recent  state  championship  basketball  game 
between  top  high  school  girls  teams.  "Localism  is  the  key  to  our  success," 
Ms.  Maes  said. 

At  first  glance,  a low-power  station  would  seem  impractical  on  the  25, 

, 000-square-mile  reservation.  Yet  economic  self-determination  is  what 
underlies  Navajo  interest.  The  nation  already  owns  KTNN-AM  and  KWRK-FM,  a 
high-power,  traditionally  run  country-western  music  station  in  Window  Rock 
that  reaches  the  reservation  and  surrounding  areas. 

Ms.  Hopkins  envisions  a low-power  sister  station  on  the  public  radio 
model,  with  broadcasts  in  the  Navajo  language  tailored  to  concerns  like 
health  (diabetes  is  a major  issue),  education  and  culture.  Programming  for 
such  a station  could  be  rebroadcast  at  school-based  stations  on  the 
reservation  and  by  Indian  centers  in  Phoenix,  Albuquerque  and  Los  Angeles, 
she  said. 

The  month-old  Navajo  administration  of  Kelsey  A.  Begaye  has  pledged  to 
develop  a digital  infrastructure,  and  low-power  radio  is  a first  step.  "We 
see  it  bridging  the  gap,"  Ms.  Hopkins  said.  "Because  we  don't  have 
technology  on  the  reservation,  it's  hard  to  attract  business.  We  have  to 
educate  people  about  what  technology  means." 
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Indians  pressure  to  take  over  lost  homelands  in  national  forest 
The  Associated  Press 
02/26/99  4:31  AM  Eastern 

COOS  BAY,  Ore.  (AP)  --  The  only  recognized  Oregon  Indian  tribe  not  yet 


compensated  for  the  loss  of  its  former  homelands  wants  to  take  over 
95,000  acres  of  U.S.  Forest  Service  land  in  Lane  and  Douglas  counties. 

Tribal  members  wouldn't  live  on  the  land  like  a reservation.  But  the 
Confederated  Tribes  of  Coos,  Lower  Umpqua  and  Siuslaw  Indians  would 
manage  the  forests  under  a land  restoration  plan  aimed  at  achieving 
self-sufficiency,  rejuvenating  tribal  culture  and  repairing  the 
ecosystem . 

The  669-member  tribe  hopes  Congress  will  approve  of  the  plan  late  this 
year  or  early  next  year,  said  Dick  Clarkson,  tribal  council  chairman. 

"The  main  goal  is  to  get  self-sufficient,"  said  Clarkson,  who  said 
the  tribes'  current  budget  is  totally  dependent  on  the  $2.27  million  it 
receives  annually  from  Congress.  "Tomorrow,  they  could  cut  us  completely 
off." 

The  plan,  which  was  made  public  Wednesday,  proposes  three  options  for 
managing  land  within  the  tribes'  ancestral  homeland,  a slice  of  Siuslaw 
National  Forest  that  would  be  held  in  trust  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
the  Interior.  The  size  of  the  options  range  from  55,500  acres  to  95,650 
acres . 

The  tribes'  business  plan  relies  on  four  enterprises,  three  linked  to 
the  forest  and  one  centered  on  a proposed  casino  and  entertainment 
complex  that's  separate  from  the  restoration  plan. 

The  casino  project  is  a short-term  enterprise  designed  to  generate  seed 
money  for  other  tribal  projects,  he  said.  It's  also  a higher-risk  plan 
because  changes  in  federal  law  could  put  a casino  out  of  business 
overnight,  he  said. 

"I  don't  think  any  tribe  is  betting  long-term  on  casinos,"  Clarkson 
said.  "The  reason  why  tribes  get  into  casinos  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
money  you  can  make  in  the  short  term." 

The  tribes'  plan  is  to  manage  it  in  accordance  with  the  Northwest  Forest 
Plan  and  to  obtain  federal  grants  for  watershed  restoration  projects  to 
repair  the  damage  done  by  decades  of  clear-cut  logging  on  steep  slopes, 
said  George  Smith,  a Beaverton  consultant  who  is  working  with  the  tribe. 

The  restoration  work  would  create  jobs  and  income  for  tribal  members,  as 
would  logging,  which  would  be  limited  to  tree  thinning  that  promotes  old 
growth  forest  ecosystems.  Smith  said. 

The  tribes'  business  plan  also  proposes  to  generate  revenue  by  the 
gathering  and  sale  of  other  forest  products,  berry  jams,  mushrooms  and 
floral  materials,  for  example. 

"The  blending  of  Native  American  values  with  concepts  of  modern 
ecosystem  management  is  the  perfect  approach  to  managing  this  land," 

Smith  said. 

The  Confederated  Tribes  of  Coos,  Lower  Umpqua  and  Siuslaw  Indians' 
ancestral  territory  covered  1.6  million  acres  of  Western  Oregon  between 
the  Siuslaw  and  Umpqua  rivers,  according  to  Smith.  The  land  was  taken  in 
the  mid-1850s  when  Indians  were  forcibly  moved  to  a reservation  that 
Congress  later  eliminated. 

Questions?  Comments?  Suggestions?  We  welcome  your  feedback. 

(c)1999  Oregon  Live  LLC 

http : //flash .Oregon live . com/ cgi-bin/or_nview. pl?/homel/wire/AP/Stream-Pa 
rsed/OREGON_NEWS/ o0307_PM_OR- -Indian Land 

"RE : Template  for  Self-Government"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  7 Mar  1999  00:59:31  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Another  "template":  Meadow  Lake  Tribal  Council  AIP 
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NATIVE  DEAL  COULD  BE  TEMPLATE  FOR  SELF-GOVERNMENT 
Canadian  Press,  March  4,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

REGINA  (CP)  --  While  the  Nisga'a  treaty  in  British  Columbia  has  held  the 
spotlight,  a sweeping  deal  is  quietly  being  worked  out  in  Saskatchewan  that 


could  have  implications  for  native  self-government  across  the  country. 

After  eight  years  of  low-key  discussions,  the  Meadow  Lake  Tribal  Council  -- 
which  represents  nine  First  Nations  --  is  on  the  verge  of  initialling  an 
agreement  in  principle  with  Ottawa. 

Some  obstacles  remain  and  ratification  is  still  years  away,  but  if 
successful,  it  could  help  set  the  standard  for  self-government.  The 
agreement,  as  with  the  Nisga'a  and  some  other  First  Nations,  would  involve 
a transfer  of  power  over  things  like  education,  health  care  and  resources. 
But  unlike  the  Nisga'a,  who  had  no  treaty  in  place,  there  is  no  costly  land 
claim  involved. 

And  just  as  the  Nisga'a  set  a precedent  for  First  Nations  without 
treaty  recognition.  Meadow  Lake  could  help  do  the  same  for  treaty  bands, 
negotiators  say.  "This  agreement  is  the  first  agreement  that  is  put 
together  based  on  treaties  as  a foundation,"  said  O'Neill  Gladue, 
vice-chief  of  the  tribal  council.  "Because  of  that  it  will  definitely  have 
impact  on  all  the  rest  of  the  treaty  First  Nations  in  Canada." 

Gladue  said  the  deal  would  "redefine  a whole  new  political  relationship." 
But  that  won't  mean  a clean  break  from  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments.  "We  will  have  the  ability  and  the  jurisdiction  to  make  laws 
and  these  laws  all  have  to  jive  with  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments,"  Gladue  said.  "We're  doing  this  within  Canada.  You've  got  to 
remember  that  when  we  signed  treaties,  our  forefathers  agreed  to  coexist. 

So  we're  not  looking  at  our  own  armies  and  our  own  money-printing 
machines."  The  target  date  for  the  agreement  in  principle  is  March  31,  but 
both  sides  say  that's  unlikely. 

Still,  things  should  be  wrapped  up  within  a few  months,  predicted  Si 
Flalyk,  the  head  federal  negotiator.  "The  working  relationships  have  been 
excellent  and  each  party  obviously  respects  the  other,"  he  said.  "I  have  to 
emphasize  working  well  together  still  doesn't  mean  a quick  solution  because 
what  we're  talking  about  are  very  complex  matters."  Gladue  said  the 
agreement  will  finally  fulfil  the  true  intentions  of  the  treaty 
signatories,  which  was  for  natives  to  run  their  own  affairs. 

Berny  Wiens,  Saskatchewan's  aboriginal  affairs  minister,  said  it's  high 
time  natives  began  exercising  their  right  to  self-determination.  "The 
circumstance  we  find  ourselves  in  today  is  that  while  First  Nations  have 
the  right  of  self-government,  they  do  it  under  the  Indian  Act  where  the 
federal  government  has  to  approve  all  their  decisions,"  he  said.  "I  think 
liberating  people  from  that  federal  constraint  finally  allows  them  to  take 
their  own  future  in  their  own  hands  which  is  a universal  wish  of  Canadians 
and  I think  it  is  huge  in  that  sense." 

However,  the  negotiations  aren't  without  controversy.  Some  aboriginals 
have  been  critical  of  self-government,  arguing  that  many  First  Nations 
aren't  ready  for  such  a big  step. 

Richard  Gladue,  chief  of  the  tribal  council,  said  he  recognizes  things 
will  have  to  move  slowly.  "When  you  look  at  some  of  our  communities  and  the 
social  problems  we  have,  it's  a challenge,"  he  said.  "This  agreement  is  an 
evolving  process.  It's  not  as  if  you  sign  the  agreement  today,  then 
tomorrow  everything  changes."  The  changes  would  be  introduced  over  many 
years,  he  said,  and  would  be  made  in  co-operation  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  Protections  such  as  the  Criminal  Code  and  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  would  still  apply. 

Chief  Gladue  also  emphasized  that  while  an  agreement  in  principle  is 
close,  that's  no  guarantee  of  a final  deal.  The  pact  will  have  to  go  to 
each  First  Nation  for  review  --  a process  that  could  take  up  to  three 
years.  It  would  then  have  to  be  ratified  by  band  members. 

Negotiations  with  the  federal  government  began  in  1991.  The  Saskatchewan 
government,  which  has  no  direct  power  over  reserves,  joined  in  five  years 
later  to  build  a co-operative  relationship. 
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Date:  Fri,  5 Mar  1999  00:26:55  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Self-government:  "A  big  mess" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GROUP  SAYS  ABORIGINALS  NOT  READY  FOR  SELF-GOVERNMENT 
Canadian  Press,  March  3,  1999  by  Nahlah  Ayed 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - Self-government  will  become  self -destructive  for  aboriginals 
if  something  isn't  done  to  improve  accountability  and  protect  human  rights 
on  reserves,  a coalition  said  Tuesday.  On  behalf  of  aboriginals  in  five 
provinces,  the  First  Nation  Accountability  Coalition  of  Manitoba  told  a 
Senate  committee  that  First  Nations  are  woefully  unprepared  to  take  their 
affairs  into  their  own  hands. 

"It's  a mess,  a big  mess,  for  self-government  to  try  to  be  implemented 
now,"  president  Leona  Freed  told  a news  conference  later.  "Self-government 
is  a noose  for  our  people." 

The  coalition  is  at  odds  with  aboriginal  leaders.  But  Freed  says  her 
grassroots  movement,  which  began  with  women  in  Manitoba  and  now  has  sister 
coalitions  in  other  provinces,  is  gaining  support  from  thousands  across  the 
country. 

Freed  and  others  painted  a disturbing  picture  of  problems  they  say 
plague  most  reserves  in  Manitoba,  British  Columbia,  Alberta,  Saskatchewan, 
New  Brunswick  and  Ontario.  Mismanagement,  fraud  and  embezzlement  of  band 
funds  are  rampant.  Freed  said.  Children  are  going  hungry  while  chiefs  and 
their  families  ride  in  limousines  and  rack  up  travel  costs.  There  are 
campaigns  of  terror  against  aboriginals  who  oppose  those  in  charge.  Freed 
said  she  can't  even  enter  the  band  office  on  her  own  reserve,  Manitoba's 
Dakota  Plains. 

The  Indian  Affairs  Department  is  complicit  in  allowing  financial 
mismanagement,  especially  because  it  won't  deal  with  anyone  but  the  chiefs 
and  councils  - many  of  whom  aren't  properly  elected,  she  noted  - and 
refuses  to  investigate  irregularities . 

"The  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  condones  the  criminal  activities  of 
chief  and  council  in  Canada's  First  Nations.  There's  absolutely  no 
punishment  for  these  kinds  of  people.  We  have  self-appointed  chiefs,  silent 
chiefs,  illiterate  chiefs,  bought-and-paid  for  chiefs,  band  custom  chiefs, 
hereditary  custom  chiefs  and  above  all,  chiefs  and  families  make  all  the 
rules  with  no  sensitivity  for  band  members'  needs." 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart  said  working  with  "duly  elected 
chiefs  and  council"  is  responsible  and  so  is  moving  toward  self-government 
"only  when  communities  feel  the  capacity  and  the  capability  is  there."  She 
refused  to  "paint  all  First  Nations  with  the  same  brush"  and  said  not  all 
the  answers  lie  at  the  federal  level.  "The  old  approach  that  the  answers 
lie  in  Ottawa,  that  the  minister  of  Indian  affairs  should  come  in  and  fix 
all  the  problems  is  antiquated,  it's  in  the  past,"  she  said  outside  the 
House.  "We  have  to  work  positively  together  to  build  a human  capacity  for 
open  transparent  governments." 

Phil  Fontaine,  the  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  said 
corruption  on  reserves  should  be  reported  to  the  RCMP  and  disputed  Freed's 
assertion  that  aboriginal  peoples  aren't  ready  for  self  government. 

"We've  been  ready  to  govern  ourselves  for  as  long  as  we've  been  here," 
he  said  in  an  interview.  "That  suggestion  that  were  not  ready  for  self 
government  plays  into  the  hands  of  people  that  wish  to  continue  to 
discriminate  against  us." 

Freed  suggested  that  an  independent  ombudsman  be  appointed  to  each 


reserve  to  ensure  federal  funds  are  properly  spent. 

Reform  MP  Myron  Thompson  said  he'd  introduce  a private  member's  bill 
Wednesday  in  the  House  on  installing  ombudsmen  in  aboriginal  communities. 
The  Assembly  of  Manitoba  Chiefs  did  not  return  calls. 
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"RE : Native  Prep  School  to  Graduate  First  Senior  Class"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Mar  1999  15:28:47  +0100 

From:  bfw2@cornell.edu  (Native  Americas  Journal) 

Subj : NATIVE  PREP  SCHOOL  TO  GRADUATE  FIRST  SENIOR  CLASS 

Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . binaries . education , alt . education, alt . schools, 
alt . commuter. students 

The  following  article  is  provided  by  Native  Americas,  published  by  the 
Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay 
informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the 
hemisphere  visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 

NATIVE  PREP  SCHOOL  TO  GRADUATE  FIRST  SENIOR  CLASS 
by  Bruce  E.  Johansen/Native  Americas 

New  Mexico's  Native  American  Preparatory  School,  which  educates  gifted 
Native  American  students  on  the  model  of  prestigious  Eastern  institutions, 
will  graduate  its  first  senior  class  in  Dune,  1999  during  a ceremony  that 
the  school's  major  benefactor  did  not  live  to  see. 

Richard  Ettinger,  son  of  a founder  of  Prentice-Hall  publishing,  himself  a 
co-founder  of  Wadsworth  Publishing  Co.,  was  fundamentally  changed  about 
1970  as  he  read  Dee  Brown's  "Bury  My  Heart  at  Wounded  Knee."  After  reading 
the  book,  Ettinger  made  the  establishment  of  educational  programs  for 
gifted  Native  Americans  the  main  focus  of  his  substantial  philanthropic 
life.  Ettinger  first  financed  scholarships,  then  began  a summer-enrichment 
program  during  the  1980s.  This  program  enrolled  300  students  a year  in  a 
three-week  enrichment  program  by  1991. 

With  personal  assets,  Ettinger  purchased  the  school's  1,600-acre  campus, 
a former  corporate  retreat  in  the  Pecos  River  Valley  30  miles  northeast  of 
Santa  Fe.  Ettinger  died  of  lymphoma  in  April  1996. 

Native  American  Prep  is  one  attempt  to  raise  low  graduation  rates  among 
Native  students  in  the  United  States,  where  only  3 per  cent  of  Indian 
students  who  enroll  in  four-year  colleges  finish  their  degree  programs. 

The  first  class  of  50  students,  enrolled  in  1995,  got  off  to  a rocky 
start  with  a near-riot  shortly  after  classes  opened.  The  disturbance  seemed 
to  have  several  causes:  Some  of  the  students  didn't  understand  others' 
cultures;  there  were  misunderstandings  between  students  and  some  of  the 
non-Native  teachers;  and  some  of  the  students  were  rebelling  against  the 
idea  of  doing  homework,  having  attended  schools  where  none  was  assigned. 

The  problems  were  corrected  quickly  as  more  Native  staff  and  faculty  were 
added . 

Ettinger  family  trusts  still  fund  most  of  "NAPS'"  expenses.  All  of  the 
74  students  (from  32  different  Native  nations)  attend  on  full  or  partial 
scholarships.  The  minimum  required  payment  (which  applies  to  two-thirds  of 
the  students)  is  $900  a year,  which  accounts  for  the  estimated  cost  of  a 
student's  food,  less  than  5 per  cent  of  the  estimated  $25,000  required  to 
teach  and  house  one  student  for  a year.  If  a family  cannot  pay  the  $900, 
it  may  be  waived.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  school's  tuition  expenses 


are  subsidized  by  scholarships. 

With  a minimal  endowment,  how  does  NAPS  raise  the  scholarship  money? 

The  school's  creative  answers  to  this  question  regularly  fill  the  society 
pages  of  Santa  Fe's  daily  newspaper,  the  New  Mexican. 

Artistic  Santa  Fe  was  set  buzzing  one  day  by  the  news  that  noted  glass 
artist  Dale  Chihuly,  founder  of  Seattle's  Pilchuck  Glass  School,  was 
donating  a major  work  to  be  sold  at  auction  to  support  the  school.  Chihuly 
also  has  donated  book  royalties.  Wes  Studi  has  been  host  to  some  of  the 
school's  auctions. 

Auctions  sometimes  include  the  serving  of  Native  cuisine:  spiced  buffalo 
tongue  on  acorn  cakes,  juniper-braised  venison  shanks  with  roasted  root 
vegetables  and  wild  possum,  grape  dumplings  with  maple  or  honey  cream,  as 
well  as  smoked  salmon  on  wild  rice  and  bannock  bread  with  sage  butter. 

During  Dune  of  1998,  Edison  Eskeets,  who  is  Navajo  and  the  school's  dean 
of  students,  provided  the  school  with  his  version  of  a fund-raising  jog: 
208  miles,  start  to  finish,  from  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  to  Gallup,  N.M., 
including  assent  of  a 12,000-foot  mountain  that  is  sacred  to  the  Navajos. 
Every  dollar  raised  at  such  events  is  matched  200  per  cent  by  donations 
from  the  Ettinger  family's  foundations. 

The  school  provides  a traditional  prep-school  curriculum  in  which 
traditional  Anglo  subjects  have  been  integrated  with  Native  American 
history  and  culture.  The  Iroquois  Confederacy's  political  system  is 
studied  in  history,  for  example.  In  shop,  students  may  study  traditional 
forms  of  silversmithing.  According  to  one  of  its  mission  statements,  NAPS 
"strives  to  blend  the  best  features  of  Native  American  and  Western 
education  in  ways  that  enhance  the  potential  of  each  student." 

"RE : why  the  Indian?"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  21:58:15  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@diamond . sierra . net> 

Subj : WHY?  WHY  THE  INDIAN? 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

In  1993,  I assisted  in  forming  the  Western  Shoshone  Historical 
Preservation  Society.  An  organization  established  to  preserve  and 
protect  those  cultural  and  natural  resources  of  the  Native  American 
Indian,  here  within  the  Northeastern  portion  of  Nevada,  mainly 
Elko  County,  and  the  vast  majority  of  my  work  is  dedicated  to 
making  sure  that  prehistorical,  historical  and  contemporary  sites 
of  the  Indian  are  protected,  especially  burial  sites. 

Tonight,  Monday,  February  22,  1999,  in  the  Elko  Daily  Free  Press,  on 
page  A3,  there  is  an  article  titled:  "ACADEMICS  TURN  UP  LONG-MISSING 
BRAIN  OF  "LAST  WILD  MAN"  After  reading  the  article,  as  a California 
Indian,  I was  just  slightly  enraged,  but  thats  just  putting  it  mildly 
and  nicely,  because  my  words  were  a little  more  then  harsh  and  at  the 
time  I had  more  than  just  a burning  hate  for  archaeologist  as  well  as 
for  anthropologist.  Story  goes....  and  again  I will  not  post  the  whole 
story  but  some  of  the  respects  and  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  this  great 
wrong  cannot  be  undone,  nor  can  anything  be  stated  to  make  it  better, 
whats  done  is  done,  and  this  sort  of  activity  needs  to  be  stopped  now!! 

LOS  ANGELES(AP)  - The  preserved  brain  of  Ishi,  an  American  Indian 
known  as  "the  last  wild  man  in  America,"  has  been  found  in  a 
Smithsonian  Institution  warehouse  more  than  eight  decades  after  it 
vanished .... 

The  discovery,  revealed  Friday  by  the  University  of  California  at 
San  Francisco,  has  electrified  Northern  California  tribes  who  struggled 
for  years  to  locate  Ishi's  remains.... 

...  He  died  of  tuberculosis  in  1916.... 

An  autopsy  was  performed  - against  Ishi's  final  wishes  - and  his  brain 
was  removed.  But  scientists  lost  track  of  the  brain,  and  Indian  leaders 
refused  to  go  through  with  a burial  ceremony  without  it.  Ishi's  body 
was  ceremated  and  his  ashes  are  stored  in  a cemetery  in  Colma,  south 


of  San  Fransico .... 

-->  "Last  month,  Onin  Starn(anthropologist)  confirmed  the  brain  was 
being  kept  in  a tank  in  Maryland  by  the  Smithsonian's  National  Museum 
of  Natural  History.  It  is  one  of  nine  American  Indian  brains  and 

thousands  of  skeletons  collected  for  research " 

A Smithsonian  spokesman  said  Friday  that  the  institution  has  been  in 
touch  with  tribes  in  California's  Butte  County  to  discuss  repatriation.. 

"I  think  Ishi  is  important  as  a symbol,  a reminder  of  what  happened 
to  the  indigenous  people  during  the  white  takeover  and  conquest," 


Starn  said.  "He  really  was  a victim  of  a holocaust." end 
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"RE : Words  from  a Young  Woman"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Mar  1999  20:34:27  GMT 

From:  Name  withheld  by  request/borrowed  account 

Subj : Words  from  a young  woman 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I see  many  things  written  here. Sometimes  I share  them  with  my  family.  My 
niece  asked  if  she  could  write  something.  These  are  her  words. 

1 am  a young  Lakota  woman.  I am  sharing  feelings  and  part  of  my  life  with 

them  that  wants  to  read  it.  I feel  I need  to  do  this. 

One  day  of  my  life  started  at  3 in  the  morning.  My  brother  comes  crashing 

through  the  door,  very  drunk.  I put  him  on  the  couch,  check  on  my  4 year  old 
nephew,  look  in  on  Auntie,  look  in  on  sister  , not  home  yet,  go  back  to 
sleep.  5:30  comes  , older  cousin  at  the  door.  So  I make  coffee  and  some 
eggs.  His  complaint  is  that  he  thinks  brother  needs  to  go  in  the  Army  so  he 
stops  drinking.  I say  I will  bring  my  brother  to  Uncle.  Uncle  is  a holy  man. 
Cousin  says,  your  brother  cant  be  healed  with  that  Indian  religion.  I seen 
men  do  that  and  when  they  follow  them  old  ways  but  don't  believe  it,  they  go 
mad  and  die. 

Conversation  changes  as  cousin  asks  me  to  go  with  him  to  some  big  powwow 
in  CT  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  to  me.  Cousin  says,  if  you  help  me 
repair  my  bustle.  111  take  you  with  me.  I poached  an  eagle  last  week  and 
so  now  I have  enough  feathers.  I'm  sure  I'll  win  the  competition  looking  so 
good.  Cousin  is  a champion  mens  traditional  dancer.  I looked  at  cousin  with 
sad  eyes.  There  wasn't  much  I could  say. 

6 in  the  morning  comes,  I go  to  pray.  Cousin  is  laughing  at  me  saying 
things  ain't  gonna  change  by  prayin'  you're  gonna  still  be  poor  and  still 

be  on  this  reservation,  unless  you  put  your  sweet in 's 

face,  then  maybe  rich  wasicu  rancher  will  marry  you.  I ignore  him  and  go 
outside. 

Time  goes  on,  children  wake  up  and  are  fed  and  playing.  Sister  still  never 
came  home.  She  probably  crashed  at  the  party  house.  She  was  straight  for  3 
weeks,  but  I think  now  maybe  shes  on  another  drunk. 

2 in  the  afternoon,  brother  wakes  up  and  we  talk,  he  doesn't  know  where  he 
was  the  night  before.  We  got  to  Uncles  house,  brother  makes  promises. 

8 at  night.  Myself  ,my  Aunt,  Uncle,  3 other  men,  and  a few  woman  are  at 
Uncles  place. 

Brother  doesn't  show.  The  alcohol  wins. 

9 at  night.  I sit  sewing  a quilt  for  a giveaway.  My  relative  was  only  22. 
Killed  in  a car  accident  with  a drunk  driver.  The  quilt  is  for  a giveaway  at 
her  memorial  ceremony. 

1:30  at  night,  knocks  on  the  door.  Grandpa,  Mom,  Uncle my  brother  is 

dead.  He  got  in  a bar  fight  off  the  reservation  and  was  shot. 


A part  of  me  died  that  night.  He  was  my  baby  brother  and  now  he  is  gone, 
gone  before  he  even  had  a chance  to  live  or  understand  life.  Gone  before  he 
could  know  Tunkasila  Wakan  Tanka. 

The  person  that  killed  him  was  not  charged  ...it  was  said  to  be  self 
defense.lt  seems  to  go  like  that  when  wasicu  do  the  killing,  but  then  also 
brother  was  a fighter.  I wasn't  there.  I don't  know. 

It  was  a year  and  two  days  ago. 

I did  go  to  that  powwow  in  CT.  Cousin  did  not  win,  he  didn't  even  dance 
good.  I know  why,  I tried  explaining,  but  he  does  not  believe  in  the  ways 
of  the  people.  I saw  so  many  different  people.  I saw  my  cousin  get  swarmed 
each  day  by  so  many  young  wasicu  women.  I heard  the  talk,  he  boasted  how  he 
earned  his  feathers.  Them  women  believed  the  lies.  I kept  silent.  He  went 
to  bed  with  3 of  them  that  I know  of. They  believed  him  to  be  this  all  sacred 
living  legend.  I kept  silent. 

Cousin  has  herpes  I guess  they  do,  too,  now. 

My  brother  is  dead.  My  cousin  lives. 

But  then  most  of  my  people  are  dead,  living  dead.... 

My  brother's  story  is  not  uncommon.  The  names  change,  but  each  family  has 
the  same  story.  People  drink,  then  they  die,  and  so  it  goes. 

Uncle  holds  his  ceremonies  in  the  old  place  on  our  rez.  People  come. 

About  1 indian  for  every  10  wasicu.  people  come  and  sacrifice  and  endure 
for  the  people.  Uncle  tells  me  that  all  people  are  welcome  because  to  judge 
another  human  being  is  wrong.  Tunkasila  made  these  people  for  reasons  that 
we  can  not  question. 

I see  the  killers  of  my  brother,  I see  the  killers  of  my  people,  I see  the 
killers  of  the  mother.  I am  young  and  I am  learning  and  I am  trying. 

"RE : In  Memoriam"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Mar  1999  00:49:25  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : In  Memoriam 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

A friend  sent  me  this.  I only  add  my  prayers  to  Cecilia's  & respectfully 
add  my  comments  in  a separate  article.  For  now,  we  have  lost  a strong 
sister.  May  500  take  up  her  voice  & rise  in  her  spirit., 
jaom 


Date:  Sat,  06  Mar  1999  11:47:24  -0800 
From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc .org> 

Subj:  This  Indian  Way 

There  is  a cassette  of  music  I just  bought  and  on  it,  it  says  "All  over 
this  world,  this  Indian  way  is  hard."  Those  words  have  become  engraved  in 
my  consciousness.  Today  they  mark  my  heart  with  great  pain. 

I just  received  word  that  Ingrid  Washinawatok,  a North  American  Menominee 
Indian  who  served  on  the  board  of  the  Indigenous  Woman's  Network,  who  had 
a big  bright  smile  and  was  always  laughing,  who  also  cried  easily  at  the 
many  tragedies  suffered  by  Indian  people  was  found  dead  today  somewhere  in 
Colombia.  She  had  been  kidnapped.  Ingrid  did  a great  deal  to  help  the 
Zapatistas  while  she  was  alive.  Many  things  which  most  people  never  knew 
about,  because  that  is  how  it  is  among  Indians,  you  extend  your  hand 
without  expecting  adulation  or  recognition. 

I have  no  word  yet  about  how  or  where  or  when  she  died.  Only  the  word  of 
her  death,  and  the  silent  shaking  I feel  inside.  Profuse,  hot,  quick  tears 
and  sobs,  because  crying  is  beyond  you,  when  death  is  so  much  your 
friend.  You  turn  suddenly  and  death  is  there  looking  at  you,  reminding 
you  that  she  is  always  with  you,  always  with  your  people,  a shadow,  a 
breeze,  a gift  sometimes  from  the  constant  doubt  that  causes  you  to 
hesitate.  "Don't  hesitate,  do  it  right"  she  says  "because  your  life  is 
not  forever."  And  so  death  is  a teacher  about  what  life  should  be. 

The  sobs  come  from  imagining  her  pain  at  the  time  of  her  death--the 


memories . .the  barrel  of  a gun  at  your  temple,  the  barrel  of  a gun  in  your 
mouth,  the  barrel  of  a gun  on  your  forehead,  and  you  looking  at  the  sky 
above  you,  praying  that  it  will  be  over  soon,  burning  with  rage  at  the 
armed  one  above  you  and  his  contemptful  domination,  longing  to  find  a way 
to  turn  the  gun  on  him.  The  sobs  come  from  the  rage  and  the  impotence  that 
is  also  a familiar  companion  in  this  "Indian"  way,  the  sobs  come  from 
missing  her  smile,  her  laughter  which  burst  like  pearls  from  her  mouth. 
Missing  that  already  and  her  bright,  rich  voice  on  the  telephone  as  she 
chattered  about  this  and  that  solution  to  the  thousand  and  one  impossible 
situations  faced  by  Indians  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  She  was  a 
woman  so  hungry  for  life  and  for  dignity  and  that  is  how  we  found  one 
another  and  that  is  how  we  were  friends,  and  that  is  how  I lost  her. 

Ingrid  was  in  Colombia  visiting  a group  of  Indians,  who  of  course  are 
threatened  by  genocide,  and  on  the  way  back  she  was  kidnapped  and  later 
killed. 

And  so  in  this  numbness  all  I can  do  is  write.  I can  write  and  ask  the 
same  question  I asked  after  I was  raped.  I can  write  and  ask  the  same 
question  I did  after  Aguas  Blancas,  Acteal,  the  same  question  which  rings 
in  my  head  today.  Why?  When  will  it  end?  How  many  more  must  die? 

In  these  days  when  my  body  is  wracked  with  exhaustion  in  the  struggle  to 
explain  to  people  why  they  must  act,  the  question  is  one  which  each  day 
demands  an  answer.  An  answer  buried  under  the  tons  of  paper  of  the  insane 
foreign  policy  of  this  country  which  sanctions  plunder,  and  displacement, 
and  impoverishment  and  yes  "genocide." 

And  I remember  on  one  of  the  first  trips  I made  to  Washington  D.C., 
describing  the  situation  of  the  Zapatistas  an  American  Indian  woman 
brought  up  the  word  "genocide"  in  front  of  a roomful  of  bureaucrats,  and 
Indian  representatives,  and  press  people.  And  a severe  criticism  was 
embedded  in  the  hushed  room  during  the  long  meeting.  "Don't  you  think 
you're  exaggerating  using  that  word  genocide. .. it  is  such  a dramatic 
word.."  What  is  wrong  with  a society  that  cannot  acknowledge  brutality 
which  is  supposed  to  be  ignored,  because  the  victims  of  it,  Indians,  are 
invisible? 

And  I remember  Ingrid's  bright  round  eyes  and  the  way  they  would  fill  with 
tears  when  she  would  hear  the  stories  over  and  over  again,  when  she  would 
tap  that  well  of  sorrow  which  she  knew  so  well  as  an  American  Indian  whose 
people  had  faced  the  same  genocide  150  years  before.  And  I know  somehow 
that  at  the  moment  of  her  death,  she  had  no  regrets  about  the  way  she  had 
lived  her  life.  The  things  that  she  had  believed,  the  things  that  she  had 
fought  for,  the  hundreds  of  meetings  and  conferences  and  consultations  and 
tours  and  articles  that  she  had  worked  together  with  other  Indian  women  in 
the  hope  of  giving  voice  to  the  reality  of  Indians  all  over  the  world.  In 
the  hope  that  if  this  voice  screamed  loud  enough,  somehow  this  would  make 
it  stop. 

And  now  I also  imagine  the  pundits  at  the  State  Department  are  running 
through  the  official  halls  trying  to  figure  out  what  "spin"  they  will  put 
on  Ingrid's  death.  "How  will  we  explain  the  death  of  three  Americans?  A 
tragic  accident,  a travesty,  a dramatic  exposure  of  the  need  to  continue 
to  fund  the  Drug  War--because  of  course,  all  the  violence  in  Latin  America 
is  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  Drug  War.  There  are  so  many  factions,  the 
pundits  will  say,  terrible,  terrible  confusing  situation,  warn  Americans 
to  stay  away,  they  will  postulate." 

"Ignore  the  oil  companies  and  their  plunder.  Ignore  the  exploitive  trade 
agreements  which  deny  farmers  their  livelihood.  Ignore  the  crumbling 
national  governments  which  melt  under  the  weight  of  the  International 
Monetary  Fund.  Ignore  the  corrupt  police  and  Army  forces.  Ignore  the 
burgeoning  social  movements  which  erupt  everywhere  in  search  of  hope,  in 
search  of  something  better  than  this  devastation.  This  is  the  third 
world,  the  neoliberal  pundits  say,  and  the  Third  World  will  be  saved 
soon--maybe  twenty  five  more  years  of  blood  and  suffering  but  eventually 
all  of  Latin  America  will  join  the  first  world  and  everyone  will  have  a 
VCR  and  a Chevy  in  their  garage.  Indians  will  become  integrated  and 
happy. " 

And  Ingrid's  death  joins  the  list  of  the  thousands  who  have  died  giving 
witness  to  something  that  is  terribly  wrong  with  humanity  today--this 


obscene  imbalance  that  imbues  a few  with  more  wealth  than  they  can  ever 
use  in  their  entire  lives,  and  condemns  the  large  majority  to  nothing  but 
a march,  a protest,  a hunger  strike,  a land  occupation,  a gun,  a hardened, 
wrinkled  hand  bunched  together  in  a fist. 

Forgive  me  if  in  my  sorrow  I am  rhetorical  and  all  over  the  place.  This 
was  my  way  of  giving  voice  to  the  pain  of  her  loss.  Of  honoring  her  life. 
Of  marking  her  death. 

I send  to  Ingrid's  family  and  her  loved  ones  all  our  consuelo,  our  hugs, 
our  handshakes.  We  say  to  you  that  we  honor  Ingrid's  life  and  mourn  her 
death.  From  the  Zapatistas  who  knew  Ingrid,  even  though  they  never  met 
her,  who  dreamed  her  dreams,  who  touched  her  heart,  who  know  that  in  her 
death  she  will  live  forever,  we  salute  Ingrid. 

Her  hope  remains  untarnished. 

Her  death  now  becomes  another  of  the  callouses  which  cushion  our  feet  as 
we  continue  this  long  walk  to  freedom. 

We  will  endure,  Ingrid. 

We  will  win. 

Cecilia  Rodriguez 

EZLN  representative  in  the  United  States 

" Otra  vez  siento  bajo  mis  talones  el  costillar  de  Rocinantej 
vuelvo  al  camino  con  mi  adarga  al  brazos" 

"RE : Spiritual  Rights  for  Native  Inmates"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Mar  1999  14:14:14  -0600 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd.org> 

Subj : Spiritual  Rights  for  Native  Inmates 

Tiahui, 

I was  wondering  if  any  of  you  are  aware  of  any  work  currently  being  done 
to  combine  the  efforts  of  all  those  doing  spiritual  work  in  US  prisons  on 
behalf  of  Native  Inmates.  I have  just  been  approved  to  enter  2 different 
prisons  here  in  Illinois  and  I would  like  to  get  support  from  individuals 
already  doing  this  work. 

I am  in  contact  with  inmates  all  over  this  country  and  I would  like  to 
refer  them  to  local  Spiritual  advisors  as  well.  Collaboration  of  this  type 
of  work  is  much  needed,  instead  of  individual  struggles  against  the  system. 
So  many  of  the  inmates  that  I am  in  contact  with  are  starving  for  our 
spirituality  and  our  cultural. 

In  The  Spirit  of  the  Struggle... 

Frank  "Tekpatltzin" 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Mar  99  0609:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Conner,  Virgil  Cooper,  lames  David 

3A205  #218-840 

PO  Box  740  PO  Box  511 


London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/24/44 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Corob,  Larry 
#174-714 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/24/42 
Ancestry:  Apache  / Hopi 

Daniels,  Larry 
#189777 

H.  U.  4-86  D.C.C.C. 

PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Davis,  Dale  Nelson 
#217-638 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Navajo  PD  and  Life"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  04:03:06  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 

Subj : Navajo  PD  & life 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I once  was  a police  officer  for  the  Navajo  Police  Dept  in  Shipock  and  a 
few  other  places.  I was  good  at  my  job  and  hoped  someday  if  I ever  had 
a car  accident  that  I would  be  the  one  to  respond.  I went  to  alot  of 
car  accidents.  You  see  Navajoland  is  beautiful,  lonely,  remote  and  you 
can  find  solitude  there.  You  also  learn  that  help  is  long  ways  away 
when  you  need  it. 

I was  going  home  one  night  after  swing,  about  11:45  after  my  shift  and 
rolled  up  on  an  accident.  A father  had  stopped  to  give  a hitchhiker  a 
ride  in  his  station  wagon.  He  had  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  one  a 
teen  ager  and  the  other  about  eight.  Louise.  It  was  ways  from  Shiprock, 
midway  between  there  and  Gallup  about  65  miles  from  each  town.  The 
father  stopped,  the  hitchhiker  got  in  and  they  pulled  out  in  front  of 
diesel  which  had  no  place  to  go  but  right  into  them. 

When  I got  there,  the  parents,  the  hitchhiker  and  teen  ager  were  gone. 

I found  the  girl  on  the  shoulder  of  the  road.  She  was  crying  for  her 
mother,  I remember  it  like  it  was  yesterday,  shoulder  length  hair  she 
had.  I asked  her  name  and  she  told  me  Louise.  She  was  a child  who  was 
sleeping  and  did  not  know  what  happened  to  her,  she  woke  up  on  the  road 
and  was  hurt  pretty  had.  In  the  reflection  of  the  lights  I could  see 
the  bubbles  on  the  road  and  a small  stream  of  life  flowing,  I held  the 
compress  bandages  tight  but  it  wasn't  enough. 


Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/3/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Croft,  Troy  Donald 

#902-482 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  3/5/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Darnell,  Perry  Wayne 
Boyd  Unit 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 
Ancestry:  Kiowa  / Tonkawa 


You  see  enough  of  these  and  you  know  what  is  coming.  It  takes  the 
ambulance  about  an  hour  to  get  to  you,  because  they  are  bulky  and  slow. 

I talked  with  this  little  girl  and  she  asked  for  her  parents,  I told 
her  they  were  resting  a ways  off  and  could  not  talk  to  her  right  now 

but  that  they  were  waiting  for  her  and  the  ambulance  was  soon  to 

arrive.  You  see  you  talk  about  anything  and  everything  from  trees  to 
flowers,  school  and  a favorite  dress.  There  is  not  much  more  you  can 
do,  you  just  talk  until  you  are  talking  to  yourself.  After  a while 
everything  gets  quiet.  You  just  kind  of  sit  there  and  wonder  what  is  it 
this  thing  we  call  life,  to  be  able  to  give  and  to  take  it  away.  I 
wanted  to  be  more  than  a man,  to  the  best,  the  one  to  be  there,  but  you 
realize  that  you  don't  have  the  power  to  do  more  than  you  can  and  you 
pray.  You  pray  for  life,  for  a chance,  a hope  that  at  least  once  you 
could  think  live,  live  and  see  the  dawn.  Run  with  the  wind  and  if  I 
could  I would  lay  you  in  your  bed  to  sleep  tonight.  That  old  bed  at 
home,  a place  far  from  here.  I wish  I could  take  it  all  away,  but  there 
is  nothing  you  can  do.  Sleep  my  child,  rest  and  your  parents  will  come 
to  you  soon.  The  people  to  help  you  will  be  here  soon.  You  look  down 
that  long  ribbon  of  road  and  can  see  nothing  for  fifteen  miles  either 
way,  no  lights.  I wish  I could  be  more  than  a man,  to  say  live,  to  give 
something  so  precious  for  even  a minute,  a day,  a week,  a lifetime. 

That  night  I could  do  nothing  more  than  to  sit  and  talk  for  a little 

bit  and  think  life  is  so  precious,  so  hard  to  come  by  and  we  have  so 

many  good  days  to  look  forward  to.  There  is  joy,  a chance  to  know 
happiness,  rapture  and  a sense  of  well  being  that  is  so  short  that  we 
remember  the  best  times  of  our  lives.  If  I could  I would  give  this 
sense  of  life  and  living  to  you  with  all  the  passion  and  knowing  that  I 
felt  on  that  road  that  night  long  ago.  I would  tell  this  is  for  Louise, 
take  it  is  a gift  and  if  you  could  run,  skip  and  sing  for  joy  then  do 
so  because  you  are  alive  to  curse  the  dawn,  to  live  one  more  day.  Use 
it  well  my  friend  it  is  hard  to  come  by... 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Mar  1999  18:07:00  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Subj : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought 

Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0005 

Native  American  Evolution,  we  have  evolved!  Someone  needs  to  let  people 
know  were  not  the  generation  portrayed  in  the  History  books  anymore... 

I know  I am  a North  American  descent,  now  if  my  ancestors  walked  the 
Bering  Strait,  or  derived  from  the  Lost  People  of  Atlantis  and  for  all  I 
know  could  be  brought  from  the  heavens. 

Since  there  are  no  remains  of  a pre-homo  sapien  ever  found  in  the 
Americas,  it  is  assumed  that  humans  didn't  evolve  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  but  rather  entered  after  the  development  of  modern  humans. 
Archaeology  claim  the  people  of  North  America,  Mongolia  and  Siberia  came 
from  Asia,  crossing  a land  bridge  that  connected  Siberia  and  Alaska.  Which 
scholars  call  Beringia,  now  called  Bering  Strait.  After  the  Ice  age, 
glaciers  melted  covering  the  lands  bridge  causing  time  spans  of  migration 
between  continents.  The  findings  claim  that  North  American  people  were 
present  35  thousand  years  ago  and  very  well,  earlier. 

Claims  of  surviving  the  Ice  age  through  hunting  Mammoths,  Mastodons, 
over  sized  Bison,  fishing  and  picking  wild  foods.  ( I think  that  sounds 
bizarre  because  I picture  brutal  people,  then  I think  that  was  a brutal 
environment)  People  were  conditioned  to  this  life  style  and  the  time  it 
would  have  taken  to  of  walked  from  Siberia  surviving  the  elements?  I 
imagine  it  took  generations  to  maintain  a food  supply  all  the  way  to  North 
America.  Sounds  bizarre  but  I believe  in  miracles!  :o)  Plus  it's  hard  core 
evidence. . . 

Like  the  Sphinx  and  pyramids  in  Egypt,  lead  me  to  believe  the  human 
spirit  can  do  anything  it  believes  in  and  a more  fanciful  theory  is  that 
the  Indians  are  direct  descendants  of  the  Egyptians  or  the  Phoenicians 
(ancient  Kingdom  of  the  Mediterranean),  a lost  Tribe  of  Israel,  or 


refugees  from  the  lost  continent  of  Atlantis.  Why  is  it  people  have  spent 
so  many  years  looking  for  the  people  of  Atlantis  and  yet,  so  much  energy 
to  destroy  a race  of  peoples??? 

No  one  knows  their  true  origin  exceeding  a family  tree!  I myself  care 
more  of  where  I'm  going  rather  then  where  I came  from.  I also  believe  in 
two  types  of  people,  good/bad,  male/female  and  in  one  race,  the  human  race 
for  all  mankind  the  "one  for  all  and  all  for  one"  belief.  A true  reason 
for  our  existence  is  to  live  in  Harmony  with  nature,  "live  and  let  live". 
The  further  we  get  from  nature  the  further  we  get  from  our"true"self . Like 
the  soul  mate  theory  we  think  of  finding  salvation  in  another  we  spend 
our  lives  looking  for  that  special  person,  but  really  the  spirit  is 
already  within  each  of  us,  many  of  us  spend  a lifetime  looking  when  it  was 
inside  us  all  along.  Contentment  and  peace  are  from  within  but  we  still 
look  to  others  to  find  it?  Go  figure! 

To  be  called  Native  Americans,  really  refer  all  of  North  America, 

Central  America  and  South  America  people.  So  we  still  have  no  standard 

name  and  we  all  know  Columbus  thought  he  was  in  East  India  giving  the  name 

Indians  and  for  that  we  will  always  be  known  as  Indians. 

True  History: 

Statistics  claim  60%  of  all  violent  crimes  against  Indians  are 
committed  by  whites. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Mar  1999  20:08:56  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  97 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST10HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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Recessional . 


Rudyard  Kipling  wrote  this  great  "Recessional"  at  the  time  of  Queen 
Victoria's  Dubilee,  and  upon  its  publication  in  the  London  Times  it  was 
pronounced  by  that  paper  "the  greatest  poem  of  the  century."  This 
opinion  has  since  been  fully  confirmed  by  critics  and  readers  in  every 
English  speaking  country. 

The  music  as  sung  by  our  pupils  was  written  by  the  famous  composer, 
Mr.  Reginald  de  Koven. 

GOD  of  our  fathers  known  of  old  - 
Lord  of  our  far  flung  battle  line  - 
Beneath  whose  awful  Hand  we  hold 
Dominion  over  palm  and  pine  - 
Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet. 

Lest  we  forget.  Lest  we  forget! 

The  tumult  and  the  shouting  dies. 

The  Captains  and  the  kings  depart. 

Still  stands  thy  ancient  sacrifice 
An  humble  and  a contrite  heart. 

Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet. 

Lest  we  forget.  Lest  we  forget,  forget! 

Far  called  our  navies  melt  away  - 

On  dune  and  headland  sinks  the  fire  - 
Lo,  all  our  pomp  of  yesterday 


Is  one  with  Nineveh  and  Tyne! 

Dudge  of  the  Nations,  spare  us  yet. 

Lest  we  forget.  Lest  we  forget! 

If  drunk  with  sight  of  power  we  loose 
Wild  tongues  that  have  not  Thee  in  awe. 
Such  boasting  as  the  Gentiles  use. 

Or  lesser  breeds  without  the  law. 

Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet. 

Lest  we  forget.  Lest  we  forget! 

For  heathen  heart  that  puts  her  trust 
In  reeking  tube  and  iron  shard  - 
All  valiant  dust  that  builds  on  dust. 

And  guarding  calls  not  Thee  to  guard. 
For  frantic  boast  and  foolish  word. 

Thy  mercy  on  Thy  people.  Lord!  Amen. 


ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS  OFTEN  ASKED. 


How  many  Indian  students  have  you?  891. 

Are  there  more  boys  than  girls? 

There  are  494  boys;  397  girls. 

Here  at  the  school? 

No.  266  are  in  country  homes  attending  public  and  private  schools 
with  white  children. 

Do  more  go  out  in  summer  than  in  winter? 

Last  summer  over  650  were  out  during  vacation,  most  of  whom  returned 
in  the  fall,  sunburned  and  healthy;  with  money  earned,  and  with  that 
which  is  more  valuable  - experience  gained  through  association  with 
hard-working  and  thrifty  people. 

What  wages  do  your  pupils  receive  on  farms? 

They  are  paid  according  to  worth.  They  boys  receive  from  $4  to  $20  a 
month,  and  the  girls  from  25  cents  to  $3  a week. 

What  do  they  do  with  the  money  earned? 

They  are  advised  to  save  and  are  encouraged  to  keep  a growing  bank 
account.  Last  year  the  aggregate  amouont  of  earnings  was  $21,725.50, 
out  of  which  they  saved  $8,307.11. 

Are  your  boys  and  girls  naturally  saving? 

Quite  the  opposite.  The  training  of  the  Indian  in  the  past  century 
has  been  in  the  line  of  dependence.  He  has  learned  to  look  to  the 
Government  for  his  rations,  his  cash  annuity,  or  his  lease  money.  These 
dribs  are  doled  out  to  him  at  regular  intervals  and  have  robbed  him  of 
his  former  habits  of  saving  and  providing  for  the  future. 

Are  they  forced  at  Carlisle  to  go  out  on  farms? 

By  no  means.  More  students  ask  every  year  to  go  out  than  the  school 
can  allow.  Had  we  thousands  of  Indian  youth,  all  could  be  placed  for  as 
long  a time  as  they  chose  in  good  families  - farmers'  and  others,  who 
would  teach  them  as  INDIVIDUALS,  deeper  secrets  of  civilization  than  it 
is  possible  for  them  to  learn  in  an  institution  or  in  any  school. 

Where  do  your  pupils  come  from? 

From  71  tribes  and  every  State  and  Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  from  several  States  east  of  that  great  river. 

Are  they  allowed  to  speak  Indian  at  Carlisle? 

Every  means  available  is  used  to  induce  our  students  to  speak  only 
English.  No  two  of  the  same  tribe  who  are  non-English  speaking  room 
together. 

How  old  is  the  Carlisle  Indian  School? 

The  school  was  established  in  1879. 

Is  it  supported  by  the  State  or  the  Government? 


(Continued  on  fourth  page.) 
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COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  2,  1899. 
+ + + + 


<<  Program  >> 

PART  1 

OVERTURE 

POET  AND  PEASANT  - SUPPE  BAND. 

CHORUS 

KIPLING'S  RECESSIONAL  -DeKoven  BAND  & SCHOOL 

ORATION 

OUR  NATION'S  DEMAND  JOSEPH  GOUGE 

ORATION 

TALES  OF  MY  GRANDFATHER  BERTHA  DYE 

SELECTION 

THE  WOODMAN  - Veazie  CHOIR 

ORATION 

WHAT  SHALL  BE  THE  FATE  OF  THE  ALASKAN  INDIAN?  KENDALL  PAUL 

ORATION 

OUT  OF  THE  BAY  INTO  THE  OCEAN  MINNIE  FINLEY 


<<  Program  >> 

PART  2 

SELECTION 

SWEET  AND  LOW  GLEE  CLUB 

ORATION 

WHAT'S  IN  A NAME?  LOUIE  MCDONALD 

ORATION 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  SOME  INDIAN  MOUNDS  DAHNEY  GEORGE 
PIANO,  FOUR  HANDS 

COUNTRY  DANCE,  OP  6,  NO.  2 - Nevin 

IDA  SWALLOW  & JENNIE  BROWN 

ORATION 

A PLEA  FOR  JUSTICE  AND  LIBERTY  VINCENT  NATAILSH 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS 

BY  DR.  WILLIAM  T.  HARRIS,  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONER  OF  EDUCATION 
ADDRESSES 

PATRIOTIC  SELECTION 

STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER  - Sousa  BAND 


(page  3) 

CLASS  '99  OF  THE  INDIAN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

[PHOTO  OF  CLASS] 

Christian  E.  Eastman,  Sioux.  Annie  M.  Gesis,  Chippewa.  J.  Hennings 
Gouge,  Chippewa.  George  Hazlett,  Piegan.  Sarah  A.  Williams,  Chippewa. 
Chauncey  E.  Archiquette,  Oneida.  E.  Lillian  Smith,  Clallam.  George  I. 
Wolfe,  Cherokee.  Lydia  H.  Gardner,  Arapaho. 

John  Lemieux,  Chippewa.  Jennie  M.  Brown,  Sioux.  Vincent  Natalish, 
Apache.  Seichu  Atsye,  Pueblo.  Mary  Moon,  Alaskan.  Jeannette  M.  Backles, 
Assinaboine.  Corbett  B.  Lawyer,  Nez  Perce.  Lettie  B.  Scott,  Cayuga. 

Sara  B.  Price,  Sioux.  Jonas  S.  Mitchell,  Ottawa.  Dollie  Wheelock, 
Oneida.  Louie  McDonald,  Ponca.  Robert  Emmett,  Assinaboine.  Bertha  E. 

Dye,  Seneca.  Stuart  L.  Hazlett,  Piegan. 

[bottom  row  illegible  on  copy  - see  original  for  detailed  listing.  The 
following  names  are  taken  from  a subsequent  list  of  graduates  pamphlet.] 
Jeannette  A.  Horne,  Klamath.  Thomas  Denomie,  Chippewa 

Minnie  Finley,  Caddo  Etta  Catolet  M.  Hill,  Cherokee  Nettie  Horn  Beaver, 
Klamath 

Edward  Peters,  Chippewa  Olive  Larch  Smith,  Cherokee  S.  Kendall  Paul, 
Alaskan 

Cora  Wheeler,  Seneca  Dahney  George,  Cherokee  Rose  Duverney  Tolley, 
Ottawa 


(page  4) 

(Continued  from  first  page.) 


We  are  provided  for  by  Congress  through  the  Interior  Department  for 


the  government,  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  now  the  Honorable  William  A.  Hones,  who  is  present  at 
these  exercises. 

How  much  does  the  Government  appropriate  for  the  Carlisle  School? 

Last  year  110,000  dollars  were  appropriated  on  the  basis  of  $167  per 
student . 

Then  you  carry  more  students  than  the  appropriation  allows  for? 

Yes,  many  more. 

How  is  that? 

We  do  it  through  the  outing  system.  While  the  pupils  are  out  they  are 
at  little  expense  to  the  Government.  They  pay  their  own  car  fare  back 
and  forth,  adn  buy  a large  part  of  their  clothing.  We  start  them  out 
well  clothed,  and  when  they  need  more  they  purchase  for  themselves. 

If  any  money  is  left  from  your  appropriation  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
what  is  done  with  it? 

It  is  turned  back  into  the  United  States  Treasury. 

Then  you  do  not  make  money  for  the  school  through  the  outing  system, 
as  some  think? 

No,  indeed.  We  simply  carry  more  pupils,  that  is  all. 

Are  the  Indians  as  a class  hard  to  manage? 

They  are  among  the  most  easily  governed  students  in  the  world,  for 
they  are  generally  anxious  to  learn,  readily  adapt  themselves  to 
surroundings  and  at  heart  are  polite,  respectful,  dignified  and  quiet. 

Do  you  ever  have  cases  for  discipline? 

Sometimes.  Serious  cases  are  managed  by  a court  of  students  with 
sometimes  one  or  two  faculty  members. 

Does  the  Indian  like  to  work? 

He  is  like  his  white  brother  in  this.  The  Indian  will  work  well  when 
there  is  remuneration . He  may  be  taught  to  shoulder  responsibility  and 
can  be  depended  upon  when  he  learns  that  it  is  for  his  personal  benefit 
to  make  himself  trustworthy. 

Do  they  choose  their  own  trades?  Yes. 

What  do  your  students  do  when  they  leave  Carlisle? 

Most  of  our  graduates  and  many  who  do  not  stay  to  graduate  get 
appointments  in  the  school  and  agency  service  under  the  Departments.  A 
considerable  number  of  graduates  and  ex-pupils  are  holding  creditable 
positions  as  teachers,  nurses,  clerks,  and  in  other  professions  and 
occupations  among  white  people. 

Do  most  of  your  students  go  back  to  their  homes? 

That  is  a discouraging  feature.  They  do.  Nearly  all  the 
encouragement  outside  of  Carlisle,  their  landed  interests,  their  cash 
annuities,  their  lease  money,  their  rations  without  work,  and  many  of 
their  friends  and  advisers,  all  entice  them  back. 

Do  they  do  well  after  they  return? 

We  hear  good  reports  from  most  of  them.  They  keep  up  better  than 
could  be  expected  under  the  adverse  conditions  of  the  reservation.  Some 
do  not  do  as  well  as  they  might.  Those  who  have  seemed  to  sink  to  the 
level  of  the  blanket  Indian,  often  rally  and  become  most  useful.  No 
education  is  lost,  and  the  cleansing,  elevating  effect  of  the  Carlisle 
school  is  seen  in  every  camp  where  any  of  her  pupils  dwell;  but  the 
Government  loses  money,  the  country  loses  good  citizens  and  the  Indians 
lose  able  helpers  when  the  educated  youth  go  back  to  the  reservation. 

What  would  you  have  your  students  do  after  finishing  the  Carlisle 
course? 

Carlisle  would  have  them  go  out  into  those  avenues  of  trade, 
competiton  and  labor  that  will  make  them  true  citizens.  We  would  have 
them  lose  themselves  as  Indians  as  speedily  as  possible. 

One  of  the  most  able  and  honored  members  of  the  Indian  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Hon.  Charles  Curtis,  of  Kansas,  does  not 
pose  as  an  Indian.  Very  few  people  know  that  he  is  an  Indian.  Those 
who  do  know  it  honor  him  for  coming  out  and  working  himself  up  into  a 
larger  field  of  usefulness  than  can  be  found  on  any  Indian  Reservation. 
He  is  now  in  a position  to  give  his  people  the  help  they  need.  Dr. 
Montezuma,  the  educated  Apache  physician  of  Chicago  is  a physician  among 
educated  PHYSICIANS.  He  is  a full  Indian  and  yet  is  NOT  an  Indian.  He 


is  a MAN.  That  is  the  great  object  for  which  the  Carlisle  school  is 
striving.  She  hopes  to  turn  out  MEN  and  WOMEN,  not  Indians.  Carlisle 
believes  that  when  it  becomes  the  settled  purpose  of  the  Indian  school 
service  to  build  up  expensive  home  schools,  which  turn  out  only  Indians 
among  the  Indians  to  remain  Indians,  it  is  high  time  to  close  up  the 
whole  non-fruitful  business  of  Indian  education. 

The  WORLD  should  be  the  only  reservation  for  the  Indian  and  the  WORLD 
should  be  his  EDUCATION. 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price--  10  cents  per  year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Mother  Earth  Prayer"  

Date:  Tue,  28  lul  1998  11:46:07  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : Mother  Earth  Poem 

Si-Yo; 

The  following  was  forwarded  to  me  by  a friend.  I thought  it  was  something 
worth  sharing. 

Aho,  Dale 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sun,  26  Jul  1998  21:12:10  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Paul  Hall  <paulhall@TSO.Cin. IX.Net> 

Sharing  a gift...  Mother  Earth  Prayer 
by  KiiskeeN'tum 

This  was  given  to  me  almost  ten  years  ago,  near  a place  where  Indian 
people  have  met  for  centuries,  called  'the  forks'  where  the  Red  River 
and  the  Assiniboine  River  meet. 

I do  not  believe  I wrote  this,  but  that  it  is  a gift  from  the  Old  Ones 
in  Spirit,  and  I invite  you  to  listen  (or  view)  these  words  and  allow 
images  to  form  in  your  mind,  invite  Spirit  to  speak  to  you,  in  what 
ever  way  fits  for  you.  This  is  offered  as  a gift,  to  all  those  who 
pass  this  way,  you  are  welcome  to  share  it  with  others,  with  good 
intent . 

[INLINE] 

Mother  Earth  Prayer 

Mother  Earth  hear  your  child.  As  I sit  here  on  your  lap  of  grass, 

I listen  to  the  echoes  of  your  voice  In  my  brother,  the  Wind, 


As  he  blows  from  all  corners  and  directions. 

The  soft  and  gentle  raindrops  are  the  Tears  you  cry  for  your  children 
Teach  me  the  Lessons  you  offer:  To  nurture  my  children,  as  you 
nurture  yours. 

To  learn  the  Lessons  of  the  Four  Kingdoms,  that  make  up  this 
World  of  Physical  Things,  and  To  Learn  to  Walk  the  Path  chosen  so  long 

ago. 

Mother  Earth,  hear  your  child.  Be  a bond  between  the  Worlds  of  Earth 

and  Spirit. 

Let  the  Winds  echo  the  Knowledge  of  the  Grandfathers . 

Who  await,  unseen,  yet  visible  if  I only  turn  my  eyes  to  their 

World . 

Let  me  hear  their  Voices,  in  the  Winds  that  Blow  to  the  East. 

From  the  East:  I seek  the  Lessons  of  Childhood: 

To  see  with  the  trusting  innocence  of  a small  one. 

The  Lessons  of  Spirit,  Given  in  Love  by  our  Creator. 

From  the  South:  to  Learn  the  Ways  of  Questioning: 

The  Fire  and  Independence  of  adolescence. 

The  Truths,  and  how  they  help  us  Grow  along  this  Path. 

From  the  West:  where  the  Grandfathers  teach  us  Acceptance  of 

Responsibility 

That  come  during  the  years  of  Marriage  and  Family. 

That  my  own  children  grow  Strong,  and  True. 

From  the  North:  where  the  Elders,  who  by  their  long  lives 
Have  learned  and  stored  Wisdom  and  Knowledge. 

And  Learned  to  Walk  in  Balance  and  Harmony  with  our  Mother,  the  Earth. 
Mother  Earth,  hear  your  child.  Hold  my  hand  as  I Walk  my  Path  in  this 

World . 

Guide  me  to  the  Lessons  I seek,  bring  me  closer  to  Our  Creator, 

Until  I return  to  the  Western  Direction,  to  once  again  Enter 
the  World  of  Spirit, 

Where  the  Sacred  Fire  Awaits,  and  I rejoin  the  Council  of  the 

Elders, 

In  the  Presence  of  the  One  Who-Created-All . 

KiiskeeN ' turn-  She  Who  Remembers 


Poems  and  Stories  Menu 
NativeTech  Home  Page 
Go  to  NativeTech 's  Home  Page 
(c)  1998  KiiskeeN'tum  E-mail:  turtleisland@blazeinet.com 
Illustrations  - 1998  Tara  Prindle 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Mar  99  03:45:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  16-22 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

16 

Arise,  oh  Sun,  and  warm  the  land  with  your  passage! 

17 

Though  I have  no  wings,  my  spirit  flies  upon  the  wind! 

18 

Strength  is  the  warrior  within. 

19 

The  land  is  rich  in  abundance  for  those  who  know  where  to  look. 

20 

In  the  song  of  the  ocean,  I find  healing. 


21 

Let  me  be  like  the  dolphin  --  joyous  in  the  knowledge  of  my  freedom! 

22 

The  sun's  light  brings  new  life  --  the  moon's  glow,  renewal. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  8 March  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  05  Mar  1999  12:21:26  -0500 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Subj : Blackfoot  Confederacy  Meeting 

The  Blackfoot  Confederacy  will  meet  on  Friday  March  12,  1999  starting  at 
1:00  p.m.  and  again  on  Saturday  March  13,  1999  starting  at  9:00  a.m.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  conference  room  of  the  Boys  and  Girls  Club 
in  Browning,  Montana  to  decide  the  issues  it  will  be  pursuing  for  the 
coming  year  and  the  new  millenium.  Also,  actions  that  will  be  taken  to 
get  recognition  in  the  United  Nations. 

Some  of  the  issues  of  concern  are: 

1.  Canadian  and  American  authorities  stopping  the  free  flow  of  gifts  for 
Sun  Dance  Ceremonies 

2.  Rights  of  native  people  to  pass  unmolested  through  the  "borders"  of 
Canada  and  the  US  when  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy  never  gave  its  consent 
to  allow  the  whites  to  set  up  boarders  separating  their  people. 

3.  Setting  up  of  tribunals  to  gather  evidence  of  child  abuse  in  the 
residential  schools  of  Canada  and  the  boarding  schools  of  the  US. 

4.  Submission  of  articles  to  the  Pikanii  Sun,  a news  and  culture 
jounrnal  for  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy. 

5.  Public  relations  inititatives  with  Siksika,  Akainaiwa,  and  Pikanii 
members,  the  other  allies  and  the  general  public. 

6.  Education  effort  to  inform  members  regarding  the  fraudulent  nature  of 
Treaty  7 in  Canada 

8.  Legal  action  regarding  the  illegal  imposition  of  Glacier  and  Pondera 
Counties  on  the  Blackfoot  Nation  in  1919  when  Blackfoot  were  not 
citizens  of  the  US. 


Date:  Fri,  5 Mar  1999  19:42:37  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions  <brooke@wolf songs . com> 
Subj : Spring  Gathering 


Saturday: 
10:00  a.m. 
2:00  p.m. 


3:00  p.m. 
4j00  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
6:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 


Spring  Gathering 
Welcoming  the  Thunder  Beings 
Fleart  of  the  Black  Hills 
Sylvan  Lake  Parking  Center 
March  20,  21,  1999 

Tours:  Bear  Butte,  Crazy  Horse  Mountain 

Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  Introduction  Lakota  Star  Knowledge 

Past /Present /Future 

Leland  Little  Dog,  Presentation 

Richard  Shope,  Native  American  Outreach  Program,  JPL/NASA 
Brad  Wallis,  Astronomer,  3PL/NASA 
Lunch  (Traditional) 

Ben  Rod,  Story  About  Stars 
Telescopes  in  Education,  3PL/NASA 


Sunday: 
10:00  a.m. 


10:00  a.m. 
to 

4:00  p.m. 
11:00  a.m. 


4:00  p.m. 


Spring  Equinox  Ceremony 
"Welcoming  The  Thunder  Beings" 

Opening  Prayer  and  Traditional  Instructions 
by  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 


Talking  Circles  and  Story  Telling 

(For  those  people  not  in  Ceremonial  Procession) 

Ceremonial  Procession:  Walk  to  Top  of  He-Sapa  Black  Hills 
(Harney  Peak) 

Youth  Participation 
Traditional  Dinner 


Date:  Sat,  6 Mar  1999  00:21:14  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Spring  NA  Events/part  2 (MD,  NIC,  SC,  VA) 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest,  Part  2 (Maryland,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia) 

The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  desrcribing  events:  AD  - Arena 
Director,  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG  - Head  Gourd 
Dancer,  HS  - Head  Singer,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  HD  - Host  Drum,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies.  Also,  be  sure  to  call  ahead  & verify  that  an  event  is  taking 
place;  occasionally  there  are  postponements  or  cancellations. 


Mar.  14:  All  Nations  Indian  Club  Winter  Pow  Wow,  Preinkert  Field  House,  on 
the  University  of  Maryland  campus.  College  Park,  MD.  MC:  Pete  Neconie 
(Kiowa-Apache) , AD:  Sonny  Old  Elk  (Crow-Soiux) , HM:  Allen  Lamont  Hill 
(Lakota),  HL:  Shuana  Palmer  (Kiowa),  HS:  Johnathan  Ovens.  Gourd  Dancing 
begins  at  noon;  Grand  Entry  & Competition  Dancing  begins  at  1:00pm. 

Info:  (703)  222-9101. 

Mar.  21:  Indian  New  Year  Gathering,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke,  NC.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Mar.  21:  Honor  the  Elders  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee, NC 
Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

Mar.  26-27:  Edisto  Indian  Cultural  Festival,  at  the  Fairgrounds, 
Summerville,  SC.  Info:  Pearl  Creel  (803)  871-2126  or  Tribal  Office 
(843)  871-6740.  (Note:  one  source  list  the  first  number  as  Area  Code  843.) 
Apr.  3:  Ramp  Day  Festival,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC. 

Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

Apr.  9-10:  Native  American  History  Association  Pow  Wow,  Dedmond  Center 
(near  Radford  University),  Radford,  VA.  Free  admission,  non-competition, 
indoor  event.  On-site  camping  & hotel  reservations  can  be  arranged;  some 
vendor  spaces  still  available.  Info:  (540)  633-3921,  633-1995,  or  639-3039. 
Apr.  16-18:  Haliwa-Saponi  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Haliwa-Saponi  Tribal  Grounds, 
Hollister,  NC.  Info:  Barry  Richardson  (252)  586-4017. 

Apr.  30-May  2:  Native  American  Indian  Association  Pow  Wow,  Metrolina  Indian 
Center,  Charlotte,  NC.  Info:  (704)  331-4818. 

Please  note:  These  event  listings  are  compiled  with  the  intent  of  sharing 
the  knowledge  of  these  festivals  with  as  many  people  as  possible.  Please 
feel  free  to  copy  these  listings  & to  pass  them  on  to  your  friends.  Anyone 
wishing  to  be  added  to  or  deleted  from  these  event  listings  may  send  an 
e-mail  message  to  me  at  Wanige@aol.com.  That  address  may  also  be  used  if 
you  have  an  event  that  you  would  like  to  have  listed,  or  have  corrections 
to  make  to  events  previously  listed.  Wado. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle,  Mordecai  Spector,  Craig  Benjamin/Native  Americas, 
Len  Starchild,  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions,  Debra  Sanders,  Moonlight, 
Frank  Blazquez,  Larry  Kibby,  Bruce  E.  Johansen/Native  Americas,  Vechet, 


John  Wm  Sloniker,  Ilanet  Smithy  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  KiiskeeN'tum, 
Martha  E Ture,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Dohn  Berry,  Dale  Mitchell, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Mar  23  12:43:00  1999 
Date:  Tue,  16  Mar  1999  17:46:13  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.012 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 


because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Accursed  be  the  race  that  has  seized  our  country  and  made  women  of 
our  warriors." 

"Our  fathers  from  their  tombs  reproach  us,  as  slaves  and  cowards.  I 
hear  them  now  in  the  wailing  winds... the  spirits  of  the  mighty  dead 
complain.  Their  tears  drop  from  the  welling  skies." 

Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee 


+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Tuesday,  March  9,  1999  marked  something  unusual  in  Indian  Country.  The 
New  York  Times  printed  an  article  about  us.  It  wasn't  buried  as  filler 
somewhere  people  never  looked.  It  was  a big  article,  with  big  headlines 
and  a photo  on  the  front  page.  And  for  once  our  people  are  not  being 
portrayed  as  the  incompetent  savages  who  need  a wise  government  to  look 
after  us. 

The  article  is  entitled  "U.S.  Bungling  Deprives  Indians  of  Oil 
Royalties."  The  writer,  Timothy  Egan,  tells  readers  about  a 56  year  old 
Muskogee  woman,  Mary  Fish  Basquez,  who  has  an  oil  well,  actually  six 
working  oil  wells  in  her  backyard.  She  sees  the  truck  come  and  go 
periodically,  carrying  away  the  oil  that's  been  sucked  from  beneath  her 
land.  You'd  think  Mrs  Basquez  would  be  a rich  woman.  You'd  think 
wrong.  Some  months  she  gets  maybe  $5  lease  money  for  those  wells. 
According  to  the  BIA,  right  now  her  account  is  in  the  red.  Her  home's 
windows  are  boarded  up  because  she  can't  even  afford  to  replace  broken 
window  panes.  How's  this  possible? 

According  to  the  article,  her  story's  not  unusual.  Egan  writes  "But 
if  the  land  is  rich,  and  the  manager  of  it  is  supposed  to  be  making  money 


from  it  for  the  Indians,  that  boils  the  blood  of  people  here  beyond  the 
rage  over  historic  slights.  In  this  case,  the  manager  is  the  federal 
government,  which  holds  more  than  10  million  acres  in  trust  for  up  to 
half-million  individual  Indians.  But  as  a trust  manager,  a role  it  has 
had  for  more  than  a century,  the  government  seems  incapable  of  keeping 
track  of  the  money  for  people  like  Mrs.  Basquez."  Mrs.  Blasquez  is  one 
of  many  in  a historic  class-action  suit  filed  against  the  U.S. 
government  by  Indians  from  many  tribes  across  the  U.S.  "The  Indian 
plaintiffs  say  a system  run  by  people  who  know  next  to  nothing  about 
managing  trusts  has  produced  a situation  where  most  beneficiaries  cannot 
even  get  an  account  of  their  own  assets." 

The  article  goes  on  to  describe  the  mounting  evidence  of  massive 
mismanagement,  an  old  and  familiar  story  to  most  Indians  who've  been 
part  of  the  trust  system. 

The  article  is  included  in  its  entirety  in  this  issue.  Read  it, 
carefully.  My  own  thoughts  here  are  that  perhaps  those  who  instituted  the 
private  ownership  and  trust  system  overestimated  the  capabilities  of  the 
wise  U.S.  government  managers.  Or  perhaps  they  simply  didn't  expect 
there  would  be  an  expanding  number  of  heirs.  In  any  case,  "bungle"  is  a 
charitable  description  of  their  handling  of  our  affairs,  and  it's 
refreshing  to  see  a major  media  market  give  a prominent  place  to  a story 
that  tells  the  truth  about  what's  been  done  and  continues  to  be  done  to 
indigenous  people  in  this  country. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30127,  U.S. A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Terror  in  Arizona 
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- Window  of  Opportunity  with  NPR 

- London  Rally  for  Leonard  Peltier 

- Peltier  Update 
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- Eagles  and  Dancing  Feathers 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 
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- Upcoming  Events 
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Date:  Thu,  11  Mar  1999  15:35:49  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Terror  in  Arizona 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

If  you  go  to  this  link  (you  may  have  to  cut-and-paste  it  into  your  browser): 
http : / /www . pr news wire . com/ cgi-bin/ stories . pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/ story/03-11 
-1999/ 0000887420&EDATE= 
or,  go  to  the  PR  NEwswire  search  page  at 

http://www.prnewswire.com/tnw/todays2.shtml  and  enter  "Navajo" 

for  the  key  word  search,  you  will  find  the  following  story. 

This  press  release  has  also  been  picked  up  by  AOL  News. 

The  story  is  reproduced  here  for  those  without  web  access;  others  should 
follow  the  link. 


Terror  In  Arizona  - Bureau  Of  Indian  Affairs  Seizes  Elderly  Indians' 


Livestock  In  Push  To  Final  Solution  On  Black  Mesa,  Reports  Sovereign  Dineh 
Nation 

BIG  MOUNTAIN,  Ariz.,  March  11  /PRNewswire/  --  A campaign  of  livestock 
confiscation  intended  to  starve  and  frighten  the  residents  of  Black  Mesa  into 
abandoning  their  homes  was  resumed  recently  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA),  reports  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation.  These  actions  follow  the 
government's  historic  pattern  of  destroying  food  sources  and  using  fear  to 
force  Indians  off  their  lands.  The  ongoing  reign  of  terror  is  causing  severe 
hardship  and  threatening  the  lives  and  land-based,  site-specific  religion  of 
the  Dineh  (Navajo)  people  who  for  25  years  have  been  resisting  attempts  to 
expel  them  from  their  ancestral  homes. 

BIA  actions  are  continuing  despite  appeals  from  religious  and  human 
rights  organizations.  In  a letter  to  Heather  Sibbinson  of  the  BIA,  United 
Methodist  Church  General  Secretary  Rev.  Dr.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  wrote: 
"...we  would  remind  you  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  no  policy 
goal  that  is  more  important  than  preserving  the  right  of  its  citizens  to  live 
and  to  be  able  to  worship  in  the  way  that  they  have  learned  through  their 
traditional  religion.  We  are  concerned  that  your  planned  actions. . .may 
violate  both  of  these  rights." 

Two  of  the  victims  on  February  23,  were  sisters  Anna  and  Ella  Begay,  both 
in  their  eighties,  who  live  alone  in  a 10  x 12  foot  shelter  in  the  wilderness 
on  Coal  Mine  Mesa.  Ella  is  deaf  and  partially  disabled.  Without  electricity  or 
running  water,  they  survive  by  herding  a few  sheep  and  raising  a few  crops. 
Their  only  transportation  is  their  two  horses.  They  also  had  three  donkeys, 
which  haul  water  and  firewood  and  help  plow  their  small  field.  Friends  gave 
them  a ride  Tuesday  morning  so  they  could  attend  a community  meeting  for  news 
about  the  impoundments.  While  they  were  away,  13  armed  police  officers  and  BIA 
officials  arrived  in  six  police  vehicles  and  two  impoundment  trucks,  and  took 
the  horses  and  donkeys  from  their  corral.  The  BIA  estimates  that  each  visit  of 
their  impoundment  squadron  costs  the  government  over  $800  of  taxpayers'  money. 
This  amount  would  purchase  more  food  than  the  sisters  see  in  a year.  Without 
their  livestock,  the  chances  that  the  sisters  will  survive  another  year  are 
diminished . 

This  scenario  was  later  repeated  at  other  homes,  and  in  coming  months  it 
will  be  repeated  hundreds  of  times.  Most  of  the  people  targeted  for  these 
attacks  are  over  65;  many  are  in  their  80s  and  90s.  They  live  in  terror,  not 
knowing  when  they  wake  up  each  morning  if  this  will  be  the  day  when  the 
authorities  target  them.  The  confrontations  have  a high  potential  for 
violence.  Rena  Babbitt  Lane,  whose  horse  was  taken  from  her  corral  on 
February  22,  had  her  wrist  broken  when  she  tried  to  stop  a previous 
impoundment.  Others  have  been  beaten  or  arrested  when  they  tried  to  resist 
confiscations  in  the  past. 

Targeted  are  Dineh  (Navajo)  families  who  were  made  trespassers  on  their 
own  land  by  a 1974  congressional  law  passed  at  the  urging  of  the  coal-fired 
power  industry.  Over  12,000  people  have  been  forcibly  relocated  since  then, 
but  about  3,000  still  remain.  They  survive  by  herding  sheep  as  their  families 
have  done  for  hundreds  of  years.  Their  livestock  is  central  to  their  daily 
lives,  in  which  culture  and  religion  are  interwoven  with  land  and  animals. 

The  herds  have  a different  significance  to  the  government.  They  are  the 
key  to  the  people  being  able  to  sustain  an  independent  lifestyle  in  remote 
areas  without  electricity,  running  water,  telephones,  or  government 
assistance.  Under  terms  of  a 1996  law  intended  to  complete  the  evictions 
ordered  in  1974,  the  U.S.  government  aims  to  expel  these  people  within  the 
next  12  months.  The  government  hopes  that  destroying  their  herds  will  turn 
them  into  helpless  dependents,  unable  to  resist  expulsion. 

The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  urges  members  of  the  press  to  come  to  Black 
Mesa  and  witness  what  the  BIA  is  doing  to  the  poorest  and  most  vulnerable 
people  in  this  country.  When  the  U.S.  government  embarks  on  a program  of 
terror  under  the  guise  of  law,  the  media  have  a responsibility  to  make  these 
actions  known  to  all. 

SOURCE  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
c)1998  PR  Newswire.  All  rights  reserved. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 


relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Forced  Relocation  Tears  at  Tribal  Soul"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  11:13:13  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Denver  Post  article 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  10:11:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Derry  < jvjvsqurd@yahoo . com> 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Efforts  to  inform  the  press  have  been  brought  to  a front  page  and  full 
page  article  in  the  Sunday  Denver  Post.  The  story  of  the  struggles  of 
Roberta  Blackgoat  and  the  forced  relocation  issue.  A striking  picture 
of  a traditional  hogan  and  a AIM  style  handbill  tacked  to  the  front 
door  graces  the  center  page  of  the  full  page  within.  Way  to  go. 
jerry 


The  Denver  Post  on-line  article  appears  at: 
http : //www . den ver post . com/news/ news0314a . htm 

For  those  without  web  access,  it  is  reproduced  here.  All  others  should 
follow  the  link. 

Forced  relocation  tears  at  tribal  soul 
By  Electa  Draper 
Denver  Post  Staff  Writer 

March  14  - BIG  MOUNTAIN,  Ariz.  - Eighty-two-year-old  Roberta  Blackgoat 
believes  losing  her  ancestral  lands  means  losing  her  soul. 

For  25  years,  she's  defied  eviction  from  her  home,  one  of  12,000  Navajos 
caught  in  the  biggest  forced  relocation  of  Indians  by  the  U.S.  government 
since  the  1880s.  The  handful  of  holdouts  aligned  with  Blackgoat  now  faces 
the  latest  deadline  for  forcible  removal  - Feb.  1,  2000,  if  not  before. 

Countless  federal  officials  and  newspaper  articles  have  presented  the 
relocation  of  thousands  of  Navajos  and  hundreds  of  Hopis  from  Black  Mesa 
as  the  sad,  final  solution  to  a centuries-old  dispute  between  the  two 
tribes.  But  Blackgoat  and  her  supporters,  scattered  across  the  country  and 
overseas,  say  that's  just  a cover  story. 

The  real  story,  they  say,  arises  from  the  mesa's  black  heart,  the 
world's  richest  deposit  of  near-surface  coal.  The  trail  of  lives  shattered 
by  relocation  begins  there. 

It's  led  to  soaring  rates  of  suicide  and  alcoholism,  financial  ruin  and 
premature  deaths  among  relocated  Navajos. 

Blackgoat  and  64  Navajo  elders  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  at  Big 
Mountain  swore  to  fight  the  1974  law  that  disinherited  Navajos  and  Flopis 
to  clear  the  way  for  strip  mining.  Before  that  the  two  tribes  had  co- 
existed peacefully  for  hundreds  of  years. 

The  value  of  the  coal  has  been  estimated  variably  in  the  press  but  is 
worth  somewhere  in  the  tens  of  billions  of  dollars.  The  1974  law 
partitioned  the  lands  occupied  jointly  by  Navajos  and  Hopis  to  clear  up 
which  tribe  could  issue  coal  leases. 

Blackgoat  and  her  splinter  Dineh  nation  declared  their  independence  in 
1979  from  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribal  governments  that  had  signed  the  coal 
leases  and  accepted  a fraction  of  standard  royalties  from  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
The  royalties  still  total  $40  million  a year  for  the  two  tribes,  and 
Indians  make  up  roughly  90  percent  of  the  labor  force. 


But  Blackgoat  told  The  Denver  Post  that  she  was  taught  that  coal  and 
uranium  are  Mother  Earth's  liver,  heart  and  lungs.  She  sees  mining  as  a 
terrible  violation  of  the  "mother,"  and  when  humans  cut  out  bits  of  her 
organs,  her  breath  grows  hot. 

"All  the  suffering  going  on  in  this  country  with  the  tornadoes,  floods 
and  earthquakes  is  carried  on  the  breath  of  Mother  Earth  because  she  is  in 
pain,"  Blackgoat  said  in  the  Book  of  Elders  published  in  1994. 

Blackgoat  says  that  the  Four  Corners  is  the  Navajo  holy  land,  a vast 
natural  church  with  cornerstones,  four  sacred  mountains  placed  by  the 
heavenly  father. 

Blackgoat  has  Navajo  names  for  them  but  offers  these  names  in  English: 
Mount  Taylor  in  New  Mexico,  San  Francisco  Peaks  in  Arizona  and  Hesperus 
and  Blanca  peaks  in  Colorado  and  Utah.  Her  hogan  is  an  altar  in  this  church, 
she  says. 

She  is  inseparable  from  this  landscape,  she  says,  adding  that  the  soil, 
the  pin~ons,  sage,  junipers,  the  tufts  of  medicine  plants,  the  sheep  and 
she  herself  are  all  woven  by  the  creator  into  whole  cloth.  To  leave  here 
would  be  giving  up  her  religion,  she  says. 

"This  natural  life  is  our  only  known  survival,  and  it's  our  sacred  law," 
Blackgoat  wrote  in  the  Dineh  declaration  of  independence  Oct.  28,  1979. 

Last  year,  the  United  Nations  sent  representatives  of  its  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  to  investigate  the  treatment  of  the  traditional  Navajos  at 
Big  Mountain.  U.N.  findings,  expected  in  April,  will  not  be  legally 
binding  on  the  U.S.  government,  but  members  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
hope  shame  might  inspire  amendments  to  the  1974  relocation  law  that  set 
all  this  in  motion. 

The  late  Sen.  Barry  Goldwater  of  Arizona  said  his  help  in  shepherding 
the  relocation  law  through  Congress  was  the  biggest  mistake  of  his  career. 

Congress  tried  to  undo  some  of  the  damage  in  1996  when  it  adopted  a law 
that  allowed  the  remaining  Navajos,  more  than  100  extended  families,  to 
stay  on  their  lands  as  tenants  for  75  years  if  they  agreed  to  a number  of 
restrictions  on  livestock,  wood  cutting  and  building.  Navajo  sheep  herds 
would  be  limited  so  the  Hopi  could  graze  cattle. 

Many  have  agreed,  but  perhaps  a dozen,  like  Blackgoat,  have  refused  to 
sign  the  accommodation  agreement.  If  she  did,  she  would  lose  all  but  10  of 
her  sheep,  she  says. 

She  needs  a herd  of  50  or  so  to  survive. 

What  she  doesn't  eat  of  her  herd  is  bartered  for  other  goods  or  taken  to 
ceremonials.  A smaller  herd  can't  sustain  itself  or  her,  she  says. 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  someone  as  hard  to  find  as  Blackgoat  could  be 
so  squarely  in  the  way  of  the  Hopi  government,  the  U.S.  government  and 
multinational  corporations,  says  DR  Lancaster,  a Bluff,  Utah,  artist  who 
is  part  of  a network  of  local  support  for  Blackgoat.  He  visits  her  when  he 
can,  taking  groceries  to  save  her  the  drive  of  several  hours  to  a store. 

Like  more  than  half  the  Navajo  people,  Blackgoat  has  no  telephone,  no 
electricity  and  no  running  water.  The  coal  from  Black  Mesa  fuels  power 
plants  that  light  up  Las  Vegas  and  Los  Angeles  and  pump  water  to  Phoenix, 
not  here. 

The  mine  itself  is  an  awesome  sight.  Building-size  cranes  wield  booms 
bearing  buckets  as  big  as  buses  to  claw  up  the  coal.  Beyond  the  mine, 
gravel  roads  give  way  to  unmarked  dirt  roads  that  scar  the  mesa  top  in 
every  direction,  but  people  are  scarce.  Neighbors  are  miles  apart. 

Lancaster  rates  the  ruts  on  the  dirt  roads  to  Blackgoat 's  the  way  a 
kayaker  classes  Whitewater  rapids.  Class  I bounces  passengers  around. 

Class  5 ruts  will  open  your  truck's  hood,  stall  out  the  engine  or  turn  the 
truck  sideways.  When  it  rains,  the  roads  become  impassable. 

It's  hard  to  talk  about  the  situation  at  Black  Mesa  from  the  Navajo 
viewpoint  because  so  many  of  their  beliefs  have  become  New  Age  cliches, 
Lancaster  says. 

"But  Roberta's  the  real  thing,  a real  daughter  of  Mother  Earth,"  he 
says.  "All  she's  got  is  a hogan,  some  sheep  corrals  and  two  juniper  trees 
on  a sand  dune  . . . and  they  can't  leave  her  alone." 

He  says  her  occupation  of  her  land  wouldn't  interfere  with  mining 
operations  for  decades. 

Some  historians  hold  that  President  Chester  Arthur  deliberately  created 


the  Hopi  Reservation  in  1882  to  encompass  Black  Mesa,  described  as  a rich 
coal  deposit  in  an  1879  government  survey.  The  act  removed  the  lands  from 
the  public  domain  available  to  Mormon  settlers  in  the  region.  White 
homesteaders  would  have  gained  individual  title  to  the  lands  and  any 
minerals  therein.  As  part  of  a reservation,  the  coal  remained  under 
control  of  the  federal  government,  the  trustee  of  Indians  and  Indian  lands 

The  Hopi  reservation  was  set  within  what  would  become  a much  larger 
Navajo  reservation,  first  established  in  1868. 

Black  Mesa  coal  was  untouched  until  the  late  1960s.  Its  development 
eventually  motivated  Congress  to  divide  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  joint  lands 
into  distinct  Hopi  territory  and  Navajo  territory.  The  Hopi  population  is 
concentrated  on  three  mesas  far  to  the  south  of  the  mine  and  the 
partitioned  land,  and  so  the  burden  of  relocation  fell  harder  on  the 
Nava jos . 

Blackgoat's  small  stone  house,  her  hogan,  her  corral  and  grazing  lands 
were  declared  to  lie  within  Hopi  territory.  "How  does  it  make  sense  to 
remove  10,000  Navajos  and  replace  them  on  the  land  with  2,000  head  of  Hopi 
cattle?"  Lancaster  asks. 

The  U.S.  government  has  spent  more  than  $400  million  moving  Navajos  into 
cities,  towns  and  some  rural  areas.  Blackgoat  and  the  resistance  of  other 
Navajos  have  increased  substantially  the  government's  costs. 

"They  didn't  consider  the  grandma  factor,"  Lancaster  says.  He 
admiringly  calls  Blackgoat  and  her  peers  great  warriors.  Blackgoat  admits 
she  is  angry  but  also  sad  and  tired.  Her  children  and  grandchildren  can't 
build  homes  around  her.  They  are  lost  to  her. 

Blackgoat's  Anglo  herder,  lake,  a recluse  who  works  for  her  without  pay, 
says  that  harassment  to  scare  off  Navajo  elders  has  taken  many  forms. 

Their  wells  have  gone  bad,  sheep  have  been  shot,  and  lights  are  shone  into 
hogans  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  he  says. 

"The  government's  done  everything  it  can  to  make  sure  that  people  are 
scared  and  upset  here,"  lake  says. 

Hopi  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  deny  charges  of  harassment. 
In  posting  eviction  notices  and  warnings  of  livestock  reductions,  they  are 
merely  enforcing  the  law,  they  say. 

lake  points  out  that  the  1996  law  created  a $25  million  incentive  for 
the  Hopi  government  to  obtain  signatures  from  85  percent  of  the  125  Navajo 
families,  some  1,500  people,  who  previously  had  refused  to  leave. 

"This  is  the  way  I feel,"  Blackgoat  says.  "We're  told  the  land  isn't 
ours,  but  it's  our  ancestors'  bodies." 

She  claims  it  as  her  home  because  she  is  walking  upon  the  bones  of  her 
ancestors.  Those  bones  have  crumbled  and  become  part  of  the  soil,  she  says 
Her  family's  dust  is  everywhere. 

"I  have  five  grandmothers  (generations)  buried  around  here.  More  than  a 
hundred  ancestors  are  buried  here.  My  mother  is  buried  across  the  canyon. 

I have  a baby  buried  here,  too.  I can't  forget  them. 

"I  don't  care  how  hard  it  is  here.  I would  rather  live  the  hard  life." 
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Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (tniballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


To  the  list: 

I tried  to  hold  out  and  stay  out  of  this  one.  But,  I couldn't  stand  it 
any  longer.  This  one  was  eating  away  at  me  and  wouldn't  let  me  leave  it 
alone. 

The  following  pasted  message  was  posted  by  the  "BIGMTLIST"  and  later  (I 
believe)  re-posted  here  on  the  Tribal  Law  List.  It  is  an  article  prefaced 
with  credentials  and  touting  "Constitutional  Rights"  for  the  Dineh  of  Big 
Mountain . 

My  goals  are  clear  here:  To  dismantle  this  article  and  expose  it  for 
what  it  is,  largely  fabrication  and  distortion  designed  to  mislead  the 
uninformed  reader  into  believing  one  side  of  a very  convoluted  issue  that 
has  had  disastrous  affects  on  thousands  of  people's  lives  for  generations. 
I intend  to  piece  by  piece  shoot  holes  in  this  "analysis"  where 
appropriate  as  well  as  to  highlight  those  observations  and  representations 
that  I believe  are  accurate  and  true. 

So,  here  goes.  I hope  this  is  useful  for  some  of  you. 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

Bill  Havens 

Following  is  the  pasted  article  peppered  with  my  corrections 
and  analysis  of  his  "analysis." 


March  13,  1999 

Here  is  the  article: 

This  is  an  analysis  and  critique  of  a recent  article  written  by  one  Gabor 
Rona,  identified  as  the  Senior  Staff  Attorney  of  an  organization  called 
the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights.  In  the  BIGMTLIST  introduction  to 
the  article,  one  secret  is  immediately  revealed;  the  author's  experience 
with  the  heart  of  the  issue  is  limited  to  "his  five-day  visit  with  the 
Dine'  of  Black  Mesa."  This  is  a common  error  on  the  part  of  outsiders  who 
think  their  mission  is  to  save  a people.  They  often  think  that  by 
"slumming"  for  a few  days  they  suddenly  become  experts. 

That  said,  I better  mention  my  credentials.  My  name  is  Bill  Havens  and 
I am  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Arizona's  Masters  program  in  American 
Indian  Studies.  My  contribution  to  the  academia  of  Indian  Studies  is  my 
comprehensive  thesis,  "Intercultural  Dynamics  of  the  Hopi-Navajo  Land 
Dispute:  Concepts  of  Colonialism  and  Manifest  Destiny  in  the  Southwest." 

Robert  A.  Williams,  3r.,  Professor  of  Law  and  Indian  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Arizona,  contributor  to  the  Third  Edition  of  West 
Publishing's  "Federal  Indian  Law,  Cases  and  Materials,  and  author  of  "The 
American  Indian  in  Western  Legal  Thought:  The  Discourses  of  Conquest,"  was 
the  chair  of  my  committee  and  my  advisor  while  at  the  U of  A. 

I lived  out  at  Hopi  for  almost  two  years  while  I served  as  the  Executive 
Assistant/Chief  of  Staff  to  the  former  Chairman  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Ferrell 
Secakuku.  I am  admittedly  biased  in  favor  of  the  Hopis  in  this  crisis, 
but  am  compassionate  enough  and  rational  enough  to  recognize  and  value 
both  sides  of  the  issue. 

Because  of  my  outspoken  support  of  the  Hopis  in  this  issue,  as  well  as 
my  criticism  of  the  tactics  of  the  so-called  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN), 
and  my  close  association  with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Government  over  the  years,  I 
have  been  demonized  by  some  of  the  younger  people  out  at  Big  Mountain. 
Interestingly  enough,  this  reaction  was  most  vehement  from  the  non-native 
residents/spouses  of  activists.  The  elderly  people  were  considerably 
kinder . 

I currently  teach,  as  adjunct  faculty,  Indian  Studies  topics  at  Phoenix 
College  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

In  the  article,  "Analysis  of  Dineh  Case  and  Needs,"  Mr.  Rona  has  taken 
considerable  interpretive  liberties  that  amount  to  distortion  and 
misrepresentation  of  the  facts.  The  clear  objective  of  this  distortion  is 
to  sway  the  sympathies  of  the  uninformed  and  gain  additional  support  for  a 
small  group  of  resisters  who  steadfastly  refuse  to  acknowledge  that  they 
are  guests  on  the  sovereign  territory  of  another  tribe,  Hopi.  He  also 
demonstrates  a certain  amount  of  ignorance  of  history  in  the  matter.  An 
observation  that  reduces  the  calculative  element  of  his  attempt  to  sway 


public  opinion  to  simply  a matter  of  error. 

More  boldly,  I must  say  that  Mr.  Rona ' s article  represents 
sensationalist  fabrications  and  distortions  designed  to  gather  more 
support  from  people  around  the  world  who  believe  everything  they  read  but 
have  no  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  situation.  Even  the  so-called 
"Sovereign  Dineh  Nation"  is  a fabrication. 

> >From  BIGMTLIST 

> 

> The  following  is  a paper  written  by  Gabor  Rona,  Senior  Staff  Attorney  of 

> the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  following  his  five-day  visit  with 

> the  Dine'  of  Black  Mesa. 

> 

> ANALYSIS  OF  DINEH  CASE  AND  NEEDS 


> 

> Submitted  by: 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> Date: 

> 


Gabor  Rona 

Senior  Staff  Attorney 

Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 

666  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10012 

(212)  614-6437 

March  1,  1999 


> 1.  Description  of  case/issues 


> 

> In  continuing  pursuit  of  a policy  whose  effects,  if  not  means,  are 

> indistinguishable  from  the  ethnic  cleansing  and  genocide  visited  on  Native 

> peoples  throughout  American  history,  the  United  States  seeks  to  relocate 

> all  Navajo  (Dineh)  people  living  on  that  portion  of  traditional  Navajo 

> lands  recently  designated  by  the  government  to  be  for  the  exclusive  use 

> and  occupancy  of  the  Hopi.  This  policy  is  the  solution  to  a nonexistent 

> but  cleverly  manufactured  "range  war"  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo,  who 

> have,  in  fact,  coexisted  peaceably  for  many  generations.  How  and  why  has 

> this  happened? 

> 


In  this  very  first  opening  sentence,  Mr.  Rona  immediately  captures  our 
attention  and  passions  with  some  key  words  that,  particularly  in  light  of 
current  events  around  the  world,  conjure  up  deep  emotion,  "ethnic 
cleansing"  and  "genocide."  Clever  writing,  but  misleading.  Though 
"genocide"  and  "ethnic  cleansing"  may  apply  to  the  overall  history  of 
Indian-White  relations,  it  is  a stretch  to  apply  those  terms  to  activities 
at  Big  Mountain.  The  "genocide"  that  is  so  often  referred  to  is 
directed  at  about  12  families  (at  the  most)  who  refuse  to  acknowledge  that 
they  are  living  on  Hopi  Tribal  Lands,  land  that  was  Hopi  traditional 
territory  long  before  the  Navajos  ever  came  to  the  Southwest.  This 
"genocide"  takes  the  form  of  asking  people  living  in  a land  that  is  not 
theirs  to  simply  acknowledge  that  they  are  guests  and  sign  a lease,  or 
leave.  No  one  is  taking  anything  away  from  the  Navajos  because  it  was 
never  theirs  in  the  first  place. 

In  response  to  Mr.  Rona ' s references  to  "traditional  Navajo  lands,"  I 
have  this  to  say.  Any  reasonable  person  with  a clear  view  of  the  history 
of  the  area  would  know  that  Hopi  traditional  jurisdiction  in  the  area 
superseded  Navajo  by  centuries.  Navajos  are  late-comers  to  the  area, 
invaders  of  Hopi  lands.  Granted,  this  was  enhanced  and  facilitated  in  the 
last  150  years  by  the  United  States  government.  But,  it  was  a trend  in 
Navajo  expansion  prior  to  all  the  government  actions  expanding  the  Navajo 
Reservation . 

I agree  that  some  of  this  situation  was  precipitated  by  the  energy 
companies'  desire  for  access  to  the  area  and  that  the  U.S.  government  as 
well  as  both  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribal  governments  assisted.  But,  to 
claim  that  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  have  "in  fact,  coexisted  peaceably  for  many 
generations"  is  simply  a reflection  of  the  Author's  one-sided  information 
gathering  on  the  subject.  Ask  the  Hopis  about  their  experiences  with 
Navajos  on  Hopi  lands.  Oh,  some  will  be  polite,  but  most  will  say  "It's 
Hopi  land.  Why  don't  they  just  go  to  their  own  land  where  they  belong." 


Historically,  the  Navajos  have  been  the  invaders  of  Hopi.  They 
systematically  looted  and  stole  crops,  women,  and  children.  In  modern 
times  this  theft  has  been  mostly  limited  to  land  and  grazing  resources 
(admittedly  facilitated  by  U.S.  government  indifference). 

> Events  leading  to  removal  of  the  Navajo  can  be  traced  back  to  the  1864 

> "Long  Walk,"  or  forced  relocation  by  Kit  Carson  of  10,000  Navajo  from 

> their  ancestral  homeland.  The  belief  that  gold  was  abundant  in  Navajo 

> territory  enabled  settlers,  with  the  aid  of  the  U.S.  military,  to  easily 

> overcome  any  concerns  they  may  have  had  about  the  Navajo's  explicit  rights 

> to  live  unmolested  in  their  ancient  territory.  The  7,000  survivors  of 

> the  march  were  concentrated  at  Ft.  Sumner,  where  many  more  died  in  the 

> barbaric  conditions  of  their  internment. 

> 

All  of  this  is  true.  The  atrocities  of  the  Navajo  experience  at  the 
hands  of  Kit  Carson  are  a shameful  reality  of  our  history.  The  Navajos 
suffered  a great  deal  in  this  experience,  this  horrible  experiment  that 
didn't  end  until  the  U.S.  government  realized  it  was  too  expensive.  The 
Bosque  Redondo  experiment  left  permanent  scars  on  the  collective  psyche  of 
the  Navajo  people.  It  did  not,  however,  end  out  of  any  humane 
realization  or  enlightenment  of  the  perpetrators,  it  was  purely  a 
financial  expedient.  In  1864,  however,  there  were  very  few  Navajos  in 
the  traditional  Hopi  jurisdiction.  They  were  making  periodic  raids  into 
Hopi  and  there  were  a few  bands  over  that  way.  But,  presence  of  much 
significance  in  the  Hopi  areas  did  not  intensify  until  after  the  Navajo 
release  from  Bosque  Redondo  and  the  establishment  of  the  Navajo 
Reservation.  Granted,  there  were  complaints  from  Hopis  in  the  early  part 
of  the  19th  century  of  Navajo  depredations  into  the  core  of  the  Hopi  world, 
in  and  around  the  Hopi  mesas,  but  the  problem  escalated  after  their 
release  from  Bosque  Redondo. 

> Meanwhile,  hostilities  between  the  Navajo 

> and  the  U.S.  were  brought  to  an  official  end  in  an  1868  treaty,  reserving 

> for  the  Navajo,  territory  spanning  the  borders  of  present-day  Arizona  and 

> New  Mexico.  In  subsequent  decades,  the  U.S.  pushed  the  Navajo  westward  by 

> forcing  them  to  cede  eastern  portions  of  their  treaty  lands. 

> 

The  Navajos  never  ceded  any  of  their  treaty  lands.  The  original  1868 
treaty  reservation  remains  at  the  core  of  the  now  vast  Navajo  Reservation. 

In  fact,  during  its  greatest  period  of  expansion,  between  1878  and  1900, 
the  Navajos  actually  gained  almost  1 million  acres  to  the  east  and  south 
of  the  1868  treaty  reservation. 

> Eventually, 

> the  Navajo  surrounded  the  much  smaller  Hopi  Nation. 

> 

This  is  a true  statement.  By  aggression  and  excessive  cooperation  with 
the  U.S.  government,  the  Navajos  gained  millions  upon  millions  of  acres  of 
land  in  the  Southwest  that  can  reasonably  be  argued  was  traditional  Hopi 
territory.  Now  the  Hopis  are  landlocked  by  the  Navajos.  A Hopi  can't  even 
"go  to  town"  without  passing  through  Navajo  jurisdiction.  This  can  be  a 
very  unsettling  thought  when  conflicts  are  going  on. 

> In  1882,  President 

> Chester  Arthur  issued  an  Executive  Order  establishing  the  territory  as  a 

> reservation  for  the  Hopi  and  Navajo. 

> 

This  is  a grievously  erroneous  and  misleading  statement,  one  that 
demonstrates  either  an  incredible  ignorance  of  the  history  of  the  area  or 
a devious  attempt  to  mislead  others  who  are  ignorant  of  history  into 
believing  that  the  Navajos  somehow  had  an  original  right  to  the  Hopi 
reservation.  The  Hopi  reservation  was  designated  in  1882  by  Executive 
Order  that  "set  apart  [the  reservation]  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the 
Moqui  [Hopi]  and  such  other  Indians  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
see  fit  to  settle  thereon..."  It  is  this  statement  in  the  Executive  Order 
that  ultimately  led  to  the  Hopi ' s loss  of  additional  land  to  the  Navajos. 

The  government  treated  this  area  as  simply  "Indian  country."  They  didn't 
care  what  Indians.  Some  of  the  agents  did,  though.  By  Mr.  Rona ' s 
interpretation  this  statement  would  mean  that  the  Hopi  reservation  was  a 


Hopi  and  Navajo  and  --insert  list  of  every  Indian  tribe  in  the  country-- 
reservation.  And,  therefore,  every  Indian  tribe  in  the  country  could  lay 
claim  to  the  Hopi  reservation. 

It  wasn't  until  1962  in  the  U.S.  Federal  Court  case,  "Healing  vs.  Hones," 
decision  that  the  Navajos  were  recognized  as  having  some  rights  to  the 
Hopi  reservation.  It  was  a sort  of  "squatters'  rights"  decision.  Here's 
what  it  said,  in  part: 

"The  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribes  have  "joint,  undivided,  and  equal  interests 
in  and  to  all  of  the  1882  reservation  lying  outside  the  boundaries  of  land 
management  District  6 as  defined  on  April  24,  1943." 

Land  Management  District  6 constituted  an  area  at  the  center  of  the 
reservation  of  approximately  600,000  acres.  The  area  outside  District  6 
but  still  inside  the  1882  reservation,  an  area  of  approximately  1.8 
million  acres,  became  designated  as  "Hoint  Use  Area."  This  term  to  some 
degree  increased  the  Navajo  settlement  of  the  Hopi  reservation  and  the 
area  quickly  became  an  almost  exclusive  Navajo  Use  Area  that  was  jealously 
guarded  by  the  Navajos  for  the  preservation  of  their  right  to  overgraze  to 
their  hearts'  content. 

An  interesting  finding  in  this  court  decision  was  that  the  Court  did  not 
say  that  the  Navajos  had  a right  to  the  area  because  of  the  original 
wording  of  the  Executive  Order  of  1882,  but  that  they  gained  these  rights 
by  virtue  of  their  continued  and  permanent  residence  on  the  land  in 
question  "and  implicit  authorization,  over  time,  of  that  habitation  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  who,  by  actions,  implicitly  sanctioned 
settlement  of  Navajos  on  the  land."  (From  page  11  of  "Hopis  and  Navajos: 
Understanding  Their  Land  Disputes,"  by  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  1992)  In  other  words,  by  some  bizarre  legal  precedent,  by 
virtue  of  having  done  nothing  to  stop  the  encroachment  of  Navajos  into 
Hopi  lands,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  had  implicitly  given  its 
approval  to  the  settlement  of  increasing  numbers  of  Navajos  on  Hopi  land. 
"Squatters'  Rights." 

> By  the  early  20th  century,  oil  was  discovered  on  Navajo  lands,  but  with  a 

> readily  visible  governing  structure  lacking,  the  already  reluctant  Navajo 

> were  unable  to  approve  oil  leases  required  to  legitimize  the  intrusion.  In 

> 1922,  with  the  prodding  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  (BIA)  "Indian 

> agent,"  the  U.S.  imposed  a federally  approved  government  on  the  Navajo 

> (including  careful  selection  of  its  leaders)  to  facilitate  the  tribe's 

> approval  of  oil  leases  sought  by  Standard  Oil. 

> 

I agree  with  this  interpretation  of  the  imposition  of  an  unnatural  style 
of  government  on  the  Tribe.  It  is  clear  that  the  government  had  an  agenda 
that  involved  establishing  governments  on  Indian  reservations  that  they 
could  control  and  yet  would  somehow  legitimize  the  invasion  of  energy 
companies  onto  the  reservations.  This  also  happened  to  the  Hopis.  Now, 
however,  these  governments  do  represent  the  main  infrastructure  of  the 
community. 

> In  1934,  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act.  Under  the  guise 

> of  support  for  the  ideal  of  self-determination,  tribes  were  encouraged  and 

> pressured  to  establish  electoral,  "representative"  governments  that  oil  and 

> mining  companies  and  the  BIA  could  more  easily  control  than  they  could 

> traditional  leadership. 

> 

True.  Though  the  government  and  the  energy  companies  would  obviously  deny 
the  intention  of  "controlling"  the  Tribal  governments. 

> In  1936,  an  election  boycotted  by  the  majority  of 

> Hopi  opposed  to  nontraditional  governance,  established  a government 

> recognized  by  the  U.S. 

> 

True. 

> Unsettled  boundary  issues  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  remained  an  obstacle 

> to  mineral  leasing  interests. 

> 

True. 

> The  1882  Executive  Order  establishing  the 

> Hopi  and  Navajo  Reservation 


> 

Here's  this  misinformed/misrepresentation  again.  It  was  NOT  established 
as  a Hopi  and  Navajo  Reservation.  See  discussion  above. 

> did  not  establish  distinct  Hopi  and  Navajo 

> areas. 

> 

I disagree;  originally  it  had  distinguished  between  Hopi  and  Navajo  areas 
by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  the  Navajos  had  their  own  reservation  to  the 
east  of  Hopi  and  the  Hopis  had  their  reservation  established  by  the  1882 
Executive  Order.  Seems  clear  enough  to  me.  The  Navajos  on  the  Hopi 
reservation  at  the  time  were  guests. 

> In  1941,  the  BIA  designated  a portion  of  the  1882  reservation 

> exclusively  for  Hopi  use,  and  the  remainder,  as  "Navajo/Hopi  Joint  Use 

> Area." 

> 

NOT  TRUE.  In  1941  Land  Management  District  6 (the  600,000  acres 
previously  mentioned)  was  defined  as  part  of  the  overall  land  management 
program  for  grazing  control,  etc.  The  remainder  of  the  Hopi  reservation 
(approximately  1.8  million  acres)  was  not  legally  designated  as  "Joint  Use 
Area"  until  the  decision  previously  mentioned  in  the  "Healing  vs.  Jones" 
case  in  1962. 

> In  the  1950s,  lawyers  seeking  self  enrichment  at  the  expense  of  the  tribes, 

> insinuated  themselves,  with  BIA  approval,  as  counsel  for  tribal 

> governments  formed  through  their  efforts,  John  Boyden,  a Salt  Lake  City 

> lawyer  was  retained  as  Hopi  counsel.  Boyden,  a Mormon  Deacon,  also 

> represented  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  was  counsel  for  the  Mormon 

> Church,  which  owned  a controlling  interest  in  Peabody  Coal. 

> 

I am  aware  that  John  Boyden' s law  firm  was  representing  Peabody  Coal  at 
the  same  time  that  Boyden  was  "representing"  the  Hopi  Tribe.  I have  only 
just  learned  that  the  Mormon  Church  may  have  "had  a controlling  interest  in 
Peabody  Coal."  If  Boyden 's  conflict  of  interest  wasn't  bad  enough,  this  is 
incredible.  Boyden 's  estate  may  not  be  culpable,  but  the  Mormon  Church 
still  exists.  Couldn't  this  make  them  a defendant  in  a case  out  of 
Boyden ' s law  firm?  The  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribes  were  clearly  damaged  by 
Boyden ' s conflict  of  interest.  Now  it  seems  that  the  Mormon  Church  was  a 
beneficiary  of  that  conflict  of  interest,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Tribes. 

> (Thus,  Peabody  eventually  gained 

> subsurface  rights  on  exclusive  Hopi  territory  for  a fraction  of  fees  paid 

> elsewhere,  and  continues  to  lease  mineral  rights  in  Navajo/Hopi  territory 

> to  this  day. ) 

> 

NOT  TRUE.  The  only  "exclusive  Hopi  territory"  in  the  eyes  of  the  Court 
was  the  aforementioned  Land  Management  District  6.  None,  I repeat,  NONE 
of  the  Peabody  mining  operation  is  on  Land  Management  District  6.  The 
mining  lease  area  is  wholly  in  the  previously  designated  "Joint  Use  Area" 
(JUA).  Since  the  partition  of  the  JUA  into  Navajo  Partition  Land  (NPL) 
and  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  (HPL)  80%  or  more  of  the  operation  is  on  Navajo 
land.  Here  is  another  instance  where  Mr.  Rona  has  either  intentionally 
distorted  facts  to  make  the  Hopis  look  like  the  bad  guys  or  has  simply 
demonstrated  his  ignorance  of  the  real  situation  out  there.  Maybe  this  is 
because  he  only  spent  a "five-day  visit  with  the  Dine'  of  Black  Mesa." 

When  are  people  who  want  to  claim  knowledge  of  this  situation  and 
declare  themselves  experts  going  to  learn  that  they  should  talk  to  the 
Hopis,  as  well?  Let's  create  a balanced  picture  here!! 

> Attorney  Norman  Littell  was  hired  by  the  Navajo  Tribal 

> Council.  His  contract  provided  him  with  10%  of  coal  revenues.  Both  lawyers 

> were  also  motivated  by  statutory  fees  of  10%  in  Indian  Claims  Commission 

> (I.C.C.)  cases,  seeking  damages  for  wrongful  taking  of  native  lands.  Only 

> after  accepting  settlements  did  tribes  typically  learn  the  real  purpose  of 

> the  I.C.C. : to  settle  land  claims  by  paying  a pittance  and  thereby 

> foreclose  actions  to  recover  lands  wrongfully  taken.  Both  lawyers  were 

> instrumental  in  the  creation  of  tribal  governments  willing  to  sign  mineral 

> leases  and  to  pursue  I.C.C.  claims.  Under  their  lawyers'  guidance,  the 


> tribes  filed  a collusive  lawsuit  against  each  other  in  1958  , each  tribe 

> claiming  the  entire  1882  reservation. 

> 

I think  all  of  this  is  a reasonably  accurate  assessment. 

> Decided  in  1962,  the  case  basically 

> affirms  the  1941  BIA  designation  of  a portion  of  the  reservation  as 

> exclusive  Hopi  land  and  the  rest  as  Joint  Use  Area. 

> 

We  already  talked  about  this.  But,  remember  that  later  the  1974  Navajo- 
Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act  partitioned  the  land  into  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
(HPL)  and  Navajo  Partitioned  Land  (NPL) . Once  again  the  Navajos  had 
convinced  the  world  that  they  should  be  able  to  take  even  more  of  the 
Hopis'  small  land  base.  They  had  at  this  point  chipped  away  at  the  Hopis' 
original  traditional  jurisdiction  of  10  to  15  million  acres  until  the 
Hopis  have  only  approximately  1.6  million  acres  while  the  Navajos  have 
over  16  million  acres.  Most  of  the  current  Navajo  reservation  was  Hopi 
traditional  jurisdiction  before  the  Navajos  ever  arrived  in  the  Southwest. 

> High-grade,  low-sulphur,  strippable  coal  was  discovered  on  exclusive  Hopi 

> land  and  Joint  Use  land  in  the  1960s.  Hopi/Peabody  leases  were  signed  in 

> 1966. 

> 

Why  does  the  author  only  reference  "Hopi/Peabody  leases"  when  most  of  the 
leased  area  is  on  Navajo  Partitioned  Land  and  the  Navajos  demonstrated  an 
eagerness  to  sign  up.  In  fact,  facilitating  the  extrication  of  natural 
resources  from  the  Navajo  reservation  is  the  predominant  source  of  revenue 
for  the  Navajo  Nation,  as  are  coal  revenues  the  main  source  of  revenue  for 
the  Hopi  Tribe.  But,  the  magnitude  of  the  presence  of  energy  companies  on 
Navajo  far  out  shadow  the  impact  on  Hopi.  Revenues  for  Hopi  from  coal  are 
minuscule  compared  to  the  energy  exploitation  revenues  paid  to  the  Navajo 
Nation . 

> A lawsuit  was  brought  by  traditional  Hopi,  challenging  the  authority 

> of  their  putative  government  and  alleging  contamination  and  depletion  of 

> surface  and  ground  water,  destruction  of  4,000  ancient  Anasazi  Cliff 

> dwellings  and  desecration  of  burial  and  other  sacred  sites.  The  suit  was 

> dismissed  for  failure  to  join  an  indispensable  party  (the  Hopi  tribe)  that 

> could  not  be  joined  due  to  sovereign  immunity.  By  its  ruling,  the  Court 

> simply  avoided  the  claim  that  the  recognized  government  was  fraudulently 

> imposed. 

> 

> Exploitation  of  Joint  Use  land  continued  to  be  problematic,  given  dual 

> tribal  interests,  but  the  lawyers  had  a solution.  Coinciding  with  the 

> pressures  of  the  1970s  energy  crisis,  and  long  before  "Wag  the  Dog,"  the 

> attorneys  and  mining  interests  planted  stories  about  a budding  "range  war" 

> between  Hopi  and  Navajo  (there  is  even  evidence  that  Boyden  retained  a 

> public  relations  firm  to  promote  the  story)  and  lobbied  hard  for  federal 

> legislation  that  was  required  to  separate  Hopi  and  Navajo  interests.  In 

> 1974,  with  little  opportunity  for  input  from  tribal  people, Congress  passed 

> the  Navajo  Hopi  Settlement  Act,  dividing  the  Joint  Use  Area  into  Navajo 

> Partition  Land  (NPL),  on  which  lived  100  Hopi,  and  Hopi  Partition  Land 

> (HPL),  on  which  lived  13,000  Navajo.  Those  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  line 

> were  required  to  relocate. 

> 

This  analysis  is  an  SDN  fabrication.  Prior  to  1974,  Navajos  dominated 
the  "Joint  Use  Area."  Yes,  there  were  at  least  13,000  Navajos  in  the  area. 

But,  this  doesn't  constitute  a legitimate  argument  for  their  right  to 
stay.  To  the  contrary,  it  exposes  the  extent  to  which  their  invasion  of 
Hopi  lands  was  carried  out.  Their  presence  and  their  inclination  to  run 
as  much  livestock  as  they  possibly  could  with  total  disregard  for  the 
stability  and  health  of  the  grazing  areas  made  it  almost  impossible  for 
Hopis  to  take  advantage  of  this  so-called  "Joint  Use  Area."  It  was  truly 
not  a JUA,  it  was  totally  dominated  by  the  Navajos.  Sharing  fairly  was  not 
a consideration  for  the  Navajos  on  the  JUA.  To  add  to  the  insult,  this 
area  has  been  almost  totally  desecrated  by  overgrazing.  The  method  of 
grazing  by  the  Navajos  is  to  graze  until  there  is  nothing  left  and  then 
move  on,  leaving  the  areas  behind  that  will  take  decades  to  recover  if 


they  even  recover  at  all.  This  is  the  nature  of  what  uncontrolled  sheep 
grazing  does  to  the  ecology  of  an  area.  This  was  never  a concern  of  the 
Nava jos . 

> Over  the  course  of  the  next  decade,  thousands  of  Navajo  were  evicted 

> from  their  homes  and  sacred  lands.  In  1988,  Manybeads  v.  U.S.  was  filed 

> to  stop  the  relocations.  The  class  action  challenges  the  Navajo  relocation 

> primarily  by  alleging  that  it  destroys  the  Navajo's  right  to  exercise 

> site-specific  religion.  The  Court  dismissed,  stating,  among  other  things, 

> that  "relocation  benefits  (provided  by  the  U.S.)  would  be  the  envy  of 

> countless  millions  in  other  countries."  The  9th  Circuit  detoured  the  case 

> into  mediation,  which  was  wrestled  from  the  grasp  of  the  plaintiffs  into 

> that  of  the  tribal  governments.  They  negotiated  an  Accommodation  Agreement 

> permitting  only  specified  individuals  to  sign,  and  thereby  to  stay  put  for 

> 75  years  but  thereafter  to  forego  relocation  benefits.  Other  Dineh  who 

> were  ineligible  to  sign  were  simply  required  to  move  on. 

> 

Consider  this:  If  you  value  the  sovereign  rights  of  Tribes  to  maintain 
jurisdiction  over  their  own  lands,  why  shouldn't  the  Hopis  have  enough 
jurisdiction  to  control  grazing  and  determine  what  non  Hopi  persons  they 
want  to  allow  to  live  on  their  land?  Why  should  a Navajo  be  able  to 
essentially  own  land  on  Hopi  when  Hopis  don't  even  "own"  land  on  Hopi? 
Granted,  compassion  might  dictate  some  other  course  of  action  with  regards 
the  elderly.  But,  they  want  title  that  can  be  passed  on  to  their  children 
and  grandchildren.  This  is  not  an  option  because,  like  other  tribes,  Hopi 
cannot  start  giving  title  to  tribal  lands  to  non-members  no  matter  what 
their  ethnicity  may  be.  And,  they  should  not  have  to. 

I think  the  offer  to  enter  into  leases  is  a generous  offer  considering 
that  the  Tribe  would  have  justification  in  not  allowing  any  non  Hopi  stay 
on  their  land.  The  SDN  resisters  refuse  to  accept  anything  short  of  title 
to  the  land.  This  is  an  impossibility. 

> Through  the  federally  established  Navajo  Hopi  Indian  Relocation 

> Commission,  a total  bounty  of  $25  million  to  the  Hopi  was  placed  on 

> Navajo  Accommodation  Agreement  signatures,  resulting  in  fraud,  threats 

> and  intimidation. 

> 

I have  not  seen  evidence  of  "fraud,  threats  and  intimidation." 

> The  nonsigning  resistors  who  cooperate  with  the  ONHIR  in  their  removal 

> have  some  say  in  the  location  and  construction  of  replacement 

> housing.  Resistors  who  do  not  cooperate  will  be  concentrated  in  an  area 

> called  the  "New  Lands."  Purchased  at  a bargain  basement  price  by  the  U.S. 

> in  1980,  the  New  Lands,  near  Sanders,  Arizona,  are  completely  inadequate 

> for  subsistence  grazing  and  agriculture,  and  are  60  miles  downstream  from 

> the  containment  dam  that  held  back  uranium-contaminated  water  until  the 

> dam  burst  and  the  water  spilled  into  the  Rio  Puerco  in  1979.  Removal  of 

> both  cooperating  and  noncooperating  resistors,  begins  in  February,  2000. 

> Meanwhile,  the  ONHIR  enforces  a strict  prohibition  against  repairs  and 

> improvements  to  the  properties  of  resistors.  New  glass  for  a broken  window 

> must  be  smuggled  in.  Vehicles  and  homes  are  searched  for  building 

> materials,  which  when  found,  are  confiscated. 

> 

I would  like  to  see  the  documentation  of  these  alleged  incidents. 

> Both  signors  and  nonsignors  alike  are  subject  to  grazing  restrictions 

> that  require  them  to  sell  most  of  their  sheep  and  cattle,  leaving  them 

> with  insufficient  numbers  to  maintain  a subsistence  living.  Those  who 

> refuse  to  sell  have  their  animals  forcibly  removed  and  killed. 

> 

Due  to  the  extreme  overgrazing  that  the  area  has  experienced  and  the  long 
drought,  it  is  essential  to  limit  the  numbers  of  animals  grazing  on  the 
area.  It  is  my  understanding  that  those  who  refuse  have  their  animals 
removed  and  possibly  auctioned  after  a period  of  time.  It  is  true  that  6 
decades  or  so  ago  the  government  enforced  a sheep  reduction  program  in  the 
area  that  affected  both  Navajos  and  Hopis.  This  was  a horrible  experience 
for  both  and  essentially  ended  the  era  of  extensive  Hopi  sheep  herding  as 
a means  of  livelihood.  The  confiscation  of  livestock  that  are  out  of 
their  permitted  areas  or  are  unpermitted  or  exceed  the  limitations  caused 


by  previous  overgrazing  also  happens  to  Hopis  if  they  violate  the 
permitting  and  grazing  restrictions . It  just  so  happens  that  the 
resisters  continue  to  violate  the  grazing  and  permitting  requirements  of 
the  Tribe.  So,  they  are  the  usual  people  who  experience  these 
confiscations  and  fines.  I know  from  direct  experience  that  even  the 
former  Chairman  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Ferrell  Secakuku,  had  livestock 
confiscated  when  it  got  out  of  its  permitted  grazing  area  and  transgressed 
into  restricted  areas.  The  Chairman  also  had  to  pay  fines  to  recover  his 
animals.  This  is  a much  overgrazed  area  that  receives  very  little 
rainfall.  No  one  can  reasonably  keep  limitless  numbers  of  livestock 
simply  because  they  don't  want  to  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  nation  upon  who's  land  they  reside. 

> The  Manybeads  plaintiffs  are  now  petitioning  the  9th  Circuit  to  revisit 

> the  merits  of  their  claims,  alleging  the  failure  of  mediation.  In  addition, 

> the  Navajo  are  pursuing  political  clout  with  the  U.N.  Human  Rights 

> Committee  and  Commission,  the  White  House,  the  BIA,  the  Department  of 

> State,  and  other  agencies. 

> 

> 

> 2.  Legal  and  historic  context 

> 

> a.  International  Human  Rights  and  the  Special  Case  of  Native 

> Americans-The  Historic  Context. 

> 

> The  right  of  self-determination,  the  right  to  pursue  one's  religion  and 

> culture,  the  right  of  access  to  legal  remedies,  the  right  to  subsistence, 

> to  equal  protection  of  law  under  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights 

> 

The  Navajos  on  Hopi  land  have  deprived  the  Hopis  of  these  same  human  rights 
by  the  actual  taking  of  Hopi  traditional  lands. 

> (UDHR),  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  (ICCPR), 

> and  the  International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights 

> (ICESCR)  are  all  implicated.  Customary  international  law  prohibiting 

> genocide  and  concerning  aboriginal  rights  of  use  and  occupancy  of  land 

> also  apply, 

> 

The  Navajos  had  no  qualms  about  depriving  Hopis  of  their  "aboriginal 
rights  of  use  and  occupancy  of  land"  that  was  under  Hopi  traditional 
jurisdiction  for  centuries  before  the  Navajos  ever  came  to  the  area.  I 
do  not  take  any  major  exception  to  the  balance  of  this  "Legal  and  historic 
context"  section  presented  by  the  author  until  that  section  at  the  end  of 
"b.  Constitutional  Rights  and  the  Navajo  Situation"  wherein  the  author 
states  that  "The  U.S.  also  violates  environmental  laws  in  permitting  harm 
to  the  Navajo  homelands  and  water  table  through  mining  and  in  seeking  to 

remove  Navajo  people " I take  strong  exception  to  referring  to 

the  area  as  exclusively  "Navajo  homelands."  Remember,  this  was  Hopi 
territory  centuries  before  the  Navajos  came  to  the  Southwest.  Also,  Hopi 
"homelands"  as  well  as  their  current  reservation  lands  are  also  suffering 
from  the  harm  being  visited  on  them. 

A major  impact  affects  both  the  Navajos  and  the  Hopis.  Perhaps  it 
affects  the  Hopis  more  because  it  is  their  only  source  of  water.  The  "N- 
Aquifer"  is  rapidly  being  depleted  by  the  slurry  of  coal  from  Black  Mesa 
to  the  Mohave  power  generating  facility  almost  300  miles  away.  Over  1.5 
billion  gallons  of  the  most  pristine  water  in  the  world  are  being  drained 
every  year  to  transport  coal  across  the  desert.  Hopi  (and  Navajo)  wells 
are  drying  up.  This  aquifer  is  situated  such  that  it  takes  10,000  years 
for  a drop  of  water  to  move  from  its  replenishment  source  to  the  places 
where  wells  can  make  it  accessible  for  consumption.  The  depletion  by 
Peabody  threatens  to  damage  the  actual  structure  of  the  aquifer  in  a way 
that  will  not  allow  it  to  replenish  itself.  The  manner  in  which  the  wells 
are  drilled  and  sleeved  poses  the  serious  threat  of  pollution  of  the  lower 
level  "N-Aquifer"  by  higher  level  aquifers.  The  Navajo  Nation  has 
consistently  defended  the  right  of  Peabody  to  continue  using  this  water  to 
slurry  their  coal.  Water  is  less  of  an  issue  to  Navajo  because  they  have 
access  to  rights  in  the  Colorado  River.  Hopi  only  has  the  "N-Aquifer"  and 


a little  rain  as  their  source  of  water. 

Mr.  Rona's  article  appears  on  a web  site: 

<http: //www. magic cookie . com/ activism/black-mesa/gabor-rona-analysis . html> 

Since  this  is  available  I will  not  include  the  rest  of  the  article  in 
this  e-mail.  I will,  however,  make  one  more  criticism  that  reveals  an 
ignorance  of  the  history.  In  Mr.  Rona's  "Notes"  appearing  on  the  above 
web  site,  he  has  indicated  that  "the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  in  1848, 
by  which  Mexico  ceded  its  territory  north  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  U.S.," 
the  Navajos  somehow  secured  "explicit  rights  to  live  unmolested  in  their 
ancient  territory."  This  is  again  a misrepresentation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  in  order  to  mislead  people  into  believing  that  somehow 
the  Navajos  had  been  given  some  kind  of  Treaty  rights  based  on  a treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  This  is  a complete  fabrication. 

Their  is  nothing  in  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  to  secure  for  the 
Navajos  "rights  to  live  unmolested  in  their  ancient  territory."  The 
Treaty  refers  to  Mexican  citizens  living  in  the  land  transferred  to  the 
United  States  "protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and 
property,  and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without 
restriction."  A question  here  might  be  whether  or  not  the  Indians  were 
considered  Mexican  citizens.  From  other  language  in  the  Treaty,  there 
seems  to  be  a distinction. 

In  one  reference  to  Indians  the  Treaty  language  causes  the  United  States 
to  have  the  responsibility  for  "exact[ing]  the  release  of  such  captives" 
of  "any  Mexicans  [that]  should  now  be  held  as  captives  by  any  savage  tribe 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States."  The  Treaty  also  mandates  that  as 
the  United  States  was  acquiring  territories  "now  occupied  by  savage  tribes, 
who  will  hereafter  be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  whose  incursions  within  the  territory  of  Mexico  would 
be  prejudicial  in  the  extreme,  it  is  solemnly  agreed  that  all  such 
incursions  shall  be  forcibly  restrained  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States " 

In  other  words,  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  referred  to  the  Indians 
as  the  "savage  tribes,"  required  the  United  States  to  rescue  Mexicans 
that  had  been  captured  from  these  "savage  tribes,"  and  mandated  that  the 
United  States  control  the  "savage  tribes"  from  making  incursions  into 
Mexico.  I would  not  recommend  looking  to  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 
for  defense  of  the  Navajos'  rights  to  own  land  within  the  sovereign 
jurisdiction  of  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

There  is  one  element  of  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  that  has 
proven  beneficial  to  one  specific  group  of  Indians,  however.  Many  of  the 
Pueblos  of  New  Mexico  held  land  grants  from  Spain,  assuring  the 
preservation  of  their  small  territories,  which  were  also  honored  by  Mexico. 

When  the  Treaty  was  prepared.  Article  X stipulated  that  the  United  States 
would  honor  all  land  grants  as  valid.  The  Article  was  deleted  from  the 
Treaty  by  Congress.  But,  other  language  was  added  at  the  end  clarifying 
that  this  did  not  annul  the  land  grants  of  Mexico.  The  suppression  of  the 
original  article  was  apparently  meant  to  take  away  the  automatic 
recognition  of  the  grants  and  require  that  the  "grantees  may  cause  their 
legitimate  titles  to  be  acknowledged  before  the  American  tribunals."  In 
other  words,  the  U.S.  would  recognize  the  legitimacy  of  Mexican  land 
grants,  but  the  grantees  would  have  to  have  them  acknowledged  by  American 
courts . 

What  this  did  for  the  New  Mexico  Pueblos  was  secure  their  land  holdings, 
to  some  extent.  I am  not  aware  if  any  of  them  actually  went  through  the 
process  of  having  their  land  grants  "acknowledged  by  the  American 
tribunals."  It  should  be  noted  that  Hopi  was  not  one  of  the  beneficiaries 
of  a Spanish  land  grant. 

Finally,  I would  add  that  for  the  Navajos  on  Hopi  land,  the  offer  of  a 
75  year  lease  is  a generous  offer  considering  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Hopis  to  accommodate  any  non  Hopi  residents 
in  their  jurisdiction.  This  is  a basic  of  sovereignty  which  is  the  only 
thing  Hopi  is  trying  to  achieve.  All  they  want  is  to  have  jurisdiction 
over  their  own  sovereign  lands.  Hopis  have  actually  been  quite  patient 
throughout  this  whole  ordeal.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  they  have  lost 
most  of  their  land  already  to  the  Navajos,  to  offer  some  of  them  the 


lawful  right  to  stay  on  Hopi  land  is  an  act  of  bending  over  backwards. 

I suggest  to  Mr.  Rona  that  he  do  more  than  spend  5 days  visiting  with  one 
side  of  a controversy  before  he  go  public  with  his  expert  "analysis"  of  the 
subject . 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

Bill  Havens 

P.S.:  For  the  balance  of  Mr.  Rona ' s "analysis"  that  I did  not  copy  into 
this  message,  go  to  the  previously  mentioned  web  site. 

"RE : Voices  from  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  19:34:35  +0200 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers.net> 

Subj : Please  post  attached 

Please  read  and  post  the  attached  results  of  our  Blackfoot  Confederacy 
meeting. 

Voices  from  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy 

regarding  illegal  Montana  counties  and  a fraudulent  Treaty  7 
(Browning,  Montana,  within  the  Blackfoot  Nation) 

Members  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy  met  and  decided  that  their  primary 
objective  goal  for  the  coming  year  will  be  to  educate  its  people  and  the 
general  public  about  the  illegal  nature  of  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties 
with  the  homeland  of  the  Blackfoot  people. 

The  concenus  of  opinion  according  to  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  a 
spokesman  for  the  Pikanii  Nation  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy,  is  that 
exposing  the  illegal  creation  of  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties  in  1919  by 
the  State  of  Montana  will  move  everyone  toward  a resolution  of  the 
Indians  white  problems,  past  and  present,  of  taxation,  jurisdiction, 
stolen  land,  inheritance,  and  a host  of  other  issues  that  involve  the 
State  of  Montana,  its  counties,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  members  present  also  agreed  that  the  lands  of  the  Blackfoot 
Confederacy  are  effectively  under  occupation  under  an  illegal  authority. 
Reference  is  made  here  to  the  fact  that  lands  in  what  are  now  call 
Alberta,  Canada,  by  the  whites,  were  taken  under  a fraudulent  Treaty  7, 
supposedly  signed  in  1877  at  a place  called  Blackfoot  Crossing  on  the 
Bow  River. 

No  such  thing  as  a Treaty  7 

George  Yellow  Horn  a spokesman  from  Brocket,  Alberta  said  that  his 
father  Albert  Yellow  Horn,  Cecil  Currey  of  Hobemma,  Alberta,  and  Eugene 
Steiner  of  Saddle  Lake,  Alberta  went  to  London,  England  in  1989  to  find 
the  original  of  Treaty  7 and  were  unsuccessful  in  finding  it. 

In  1990  Eugene  Steiner  returned  to  London  as  instructed  in  1889  to  meet 
with  the  representatives  of  Queen  Elizabeth  11,  only  to  be  told  that  the 
original  Treaty  7 did  not  exist  in  the  royal  archives. 

In  1877  when  Victoria  was  queen,  all  treaties  had  to  be  stamped  with 
the  Royal  Seal  and  be  signed  by  her.  To  this  day  there  is  no  such 
record  of  a stamped  original  Treaty  7 by  Queen  Victoria  in  all  of  Great 
Britain  (England)  or  all  of  Canada.  Indian  people  have  looked  in 
Government  of  Canada  archives  in  Ottawa,  Edmonton,  Calgary  and  in  the 
papers  of  their  ancestral  Grandfathers  and  nothing  has  been  found.  Treaty 
7 in  its  orignal  form  never  seems  to  have  existed,  at  least  one  bearing 
the  Royal  Seal  and  the  signature  of  the  Queen.  Without  these  two 
qualifications  there  cannot  be  a Treaty  7. 

The  illegal  Montana  counties. 

In  1789  the  new  United  States  of  America  ratified  its  Constitution.  In 
that  constitution  there  is  something  called  the  commerce  clause  that  is 
interpreted  to  mean  that  no  state  may  have  jurisdiction  over  matters 
involving  Indians  or  Indian  land  within  the  United  States. 

In  1889  the  State  of  Montana  was  allowed  to  be  created  as  a state  by 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  very  first  article  in  the  new 
constitution  of  the  new  State  of  Montana  said  that  the  state  could  have 


NO  jurisdiction  over  Indians  or  Indian  lands  without  the  express 
approval  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  1919  the  State  of  Montana  created  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties  within 
the  homeland  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation.  A nation  having  treaty  relations 
with  the  United  States  indicative  of  its  status  as  a nation.  In  view  of 
the  foregoing  citations  of  law  the  action  taken  by  the  State  of  Montana 
was  fraudulent  and  illegal. 

The  act  of  the  State  of  Montana  was  illegal  for  another  reason:  Montana 
never  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Blackfoot  people  to  create  counties 
using  their  land  base. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  at  the  confederacy  meeting  that  Indians  were 
not  citizens  of  the  United  States  until  1924.  Only  the  United  States 
government  could  have  negotiated  some  kind  of  treaty  agreement  with  the 
Blackfoot  to  purchase  their  land  to  create  state  counties.  This  was  not 
done  prior  to  or  in  1919,  or  since  that  time. 

On  a February  17,  1998  Glacier  County  Attorney  Larry  D.  Epstein  said 
in  a letter  to  researcher  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief:  "In  direct  answer  to 
your  question  is,  no,  the  state  did  not  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
Blackfeet  Tribe  to  create  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties." 

A search  of  the  Pondera  County  archives  revealed  no  record  of  consent 
by  the  Blackfoot  Nation  giving  its  consent  to  include  land  within  the 
nation  as  the  basis,  in  part,  of  Pondera  County.  Again,  a patently 
illegal  act. 

It  was  decided  that  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  and  Gene  DuBray,  both 
members  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation,  should  proceed  to  file  a class  action 
type  legal  action  that  would  order  Glacier  and  Pondera  County 
Commissioners  to  cease  and  desist  from  their  illegal  and  fraudulent 
activities  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation,  called  the 
Blackfeet  Indian  Reservation  by  some. 

The  foregoing  is  a press  release  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy. 

Contact  406-338-2882  or  e-mail  blkfoot4@3rivers . net  for  more  information. 

"RE : Alaska  Tribal  News  Story"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Mar  1999  07:48:11  -0800 

From:  MICHELE  WRIGHT  <WRIGHT.MICHELE@EPAMAIL. EPA.GOV> 

Subj : Alaska  Tribal  News  Story 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Tuesday,  March  9,  1999 

State  rural  panel  calls  for  limited  Native  self-rule 

By  TOM  KIZZIA 

Daily  News  reporter 

Rural  Governance  Commission 

At  a time  when  Alaska  is  "pulling  apart  at  the  seams,"  only  Gov.  Tony 
Knowles  can  take  steps  to  assure  that  Native  institutions  have  a place  in 
the  state,  members  of  the  governor's  Rural  Governance  Commission  said 
Monday. 

Meeting  with  two  of  Knowles'  top  aides,  the  commission  said  the  words 
"Native"  and  "tribe"  seem  taboo  in  the  Alaska  Legislature.  They  called  on 
Knowles  to  heed  their  call  for  state  recognition  of  limited  tribal  self- 
government  . 

The  alternative,  they  said,  would  be  growing  Native  militancy,  civil 
disobedience  and  a turning  away  from  the  state  to  the  federal  government. 

"The  wedge  is  deeper  and  more  hurtful  than  many  people  understand,"  said 
former  state  Sen.  Arliss  Sturgulewski,  who  said  the  10-month-old 
commission  had  traveled  to  the  Bush  to  hear  village  sentiments.  "I  think 
we're  at  real  peril  if  we  do  not  recognize  what's  really  happening  in  this 
state. " 

"The  governor  can  do  a lot,  just  as  governor,"  said  Tanana  Chiefs 
Conference  president  Will  Mayo. 

Commission  members  said  they  want  the  state  to  do  more  contracting  with 
tribes  and  involve  tribes  more  in  managing  natural  resources,  for  example. 

Knowles  chief  of  staff  Dim  Ayers  offered  no  specific  promises  to  the 


commission  at  its  Anchorage  meeting.  But  he  said  Knowles  recognized  the 
importance  of  Alaska's  diversity. 

Ayers  urged  the  commission  to  work  with  the  new  federal  Denali 
Commission,  created  at  the  behest  of  U.S.  Sen.  Ted  Stevens.  He  said  the 
commission  appeared  to  have  a secure  source  of  funds  and  an  interest  in 
finding  a way  to  make  Alaska's  rural  governments  work. 

"That's  where  the  governor  feels  the  future  is.  It's  not  in  trying  to 
work  some  deal  out  with  the  Legislature,"  Ayers  said. 

Some  Republican  legislators  have  argued  that  the  state's  laws  must  be 
colorblind  and  should  leave  the  historical  recognition  of  tribes  to  the 
federal  government. 

Commission  members  said  they  found  the  visit  from  Ayers  and  Attorney 
General  Bruce  Botelho  reassuring.  But  the  Denali  Commission  is  a federal 
initiative.  They  said  they  remain  worried  by  what  they  view  as  attacks  on 
rural  Alaska  inside  state  government. 

Last  year,  urban-rural  divisions  broke  out  in  the  Legislature  over 
school-funding  formulas  and  subsistence.  This  year,  commission  members 
said,  new  splits  are  emerging  over  continued  subsidies  for  village 
electricity,  tribal  authority  over  welfare,  and  the  possibility  of 
eliminating  the  Department  of  Community  and  Regional  Affairs. 

"It's  the  only  agency  (rural  Natives)  feel  can  hear  them  and  that  they 
can  trust,"  said  commission  member  Marlene  Dohnson. 

Ayers  said  no  restructuring  decision  had  been  made  but  the  department 
wouldn't  be  eliminated  without  providing  an  alternative  for  rural  Alaska. 

Other  issues  perceived  to  be  anti-Native  were  raised  Monday,  especially 
a new  voter-approved  official-English  law.  Willie  Kasayulie  of  Akiachak, 
president  of  the  School  Board  of  the  Yupiit  School  District,  said  the 
state's  preparation  of  a new  exit  exam  for  high  school  seniors  is  viewed 
by  many  rural  villagers  as  a threat. 

"We  know  for  sure  that  many  Natives  will  fail  that  exit  exam,"  he  said. 

At  a time  when  Canada  is  creating  the  Nunavut  territory,  where  politics 
will  be  dominated  by  a Native  majority,  Alaska's  Northwest  Arctic  Borough 
and  North  Slope  Borough  have  met  together  - a "historic"  first  - to  begin 
discussing  common  interests,  said  Northwest  Arctic  Borough  Mayor  Chuck 
Greene . 

"There's  a sense  in  rural  Alaska  that  this  commission  is  our  last  chance, 
Greene  said.  "I  think  they're  just  holding  out  to  see  what  happens  here." 

The  rural  governance  commission  was  appointed  by  Knowles  at  the  time  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  Venetie  decision,  which  said  tribes  had  only 
limited  authority  in  Alaska.  It  was  charged  with  finding  creative  ways  to 
improve  self-governance  in  rural  Alaska. 

"We  want  to  help  heal,  not  continue  in  any  way  to  drive  people  apart," 
said  commission  co-chairman  Byron  Mallott.  "This  is  a last  chance  for  the 
state  to  come  right." 

Despite  the  governance  commission's  high  profile  in  rural  Alaska,  the 
group  was  forced  to  cancel  a meeting  in  December  because  it  ran  out  of 
state  funding,  Mallott  said.  Ayers  took  blame  for  that  and  apologized. 

The  commission  said  it  plans  to  present  final  recommendations  to  Knowles 
by  Dune.  It  is  discussing  measures  that  would  encourage  the  state  to 
clarify  contracting  policies  with  tribes,  strengthen  village  public  safety 
and  cooperate  with  tribes  on  health,  welfare  and  resource  programs. 

"If  the  governor  will  not  provide  the  leadership  in  resolving  this,  I 
think  Alaska  is  going  to  be  in  real  trouble,"  said  commission  member  Vic 
Fischer,  another  former  state  senator. 

Native  leaders  said  Monday  they  expect  the  new  Denali  Commission  to 
focus  mainly  on  construction  projects.  In  addition,  the  Alaska  Federation 
of  Natives  is  holding  hearings  around  the  state  as  the  group  draws  up 
recommendations  to  make  to  Congress  about  rural  governance. 

AFN  president  Dulie  Kitka  told  the  commission  Monday  that  many  Natives 
are  watching  northern  Canada,  where  the  new  territory  of  Nunavut  will 
celebrate  its  inception  April  1. 

"Nunavut  will  have  a great  impact  on  what  people  here  think  about 
government,"  Kitka  said. 
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The  children  and  families  ministry  is  looking  into  50  cases  where  social 
workers  and  others  allege  Squamish  Nation  children  have  been  or  are  at 
risk.  Sources  inside  and  outside  the  nation  say  the  investigation  centres 
on  Squamish-area  and  North  Vancouver  native  children  left  at  risk  because 
of  top-level  decisions  of  the  Squamish  Nation's  Ayas  Men  Men  child  and 
family  service  agency. 

The  agency  has  some  ministry-delegated  child-protection  authority  for 
Squamish  Nation  children.  The  Squamish  Nation  is  one  of  120  of  B.C.'s  197 
native  bands  currently  at  some  stage  of  attaining  full  responsibility  for 
child  welfare. 

According  to  sources,  cases  being  investigated  include: 

- Numerous  sexual  assaults  of  native  children,  including  two  foster 
children  repeatedly  sexually  assaulted  in  Ayas  Men  Men  foster  homes,  with 
no  internal  review  being  done. 

- A brother  and  sister  repeatedly  sent  home  to  live  with  their  father,  a 
severe  chronic  alcoholic  and  single  parent,  after  being  put  in  foster  care 
by  social  workers. 

- Children  living  where  their  mother's  boyfriend,  who  sexually  molested 
them,  still  lives. 

- Foster  parents  who  are  known  to  deal  drugs,  including  cocaine,  placing 
their  own  children  and  foster  kids  at  risk. 

About  2,800  adults  and  children  are  members  of  the  Squamish  Nation,  all 
but  400  living  on  reserves.  Of  the  total  population,  700  are  children  12 
and  younger. 

Amid  the  investigation,  a senior  social  worker  left  the  agency  this  week, 
the  third  to  do  so  recently.  According  to  sources,  Flennie  Kerstiens 
resigned  Monday  after  she  was  reprimanded  by  program  director  Gloria 
Wilson.  Her  resignation  came  just  days  after  Kerstiens  and  other  social 
workers  told  the  ministry  about  numerous  cases  of  children  left  at  risk. 
"(Kerstiens)  was  going  to  be  called  up  before  the  band  council  and  she  felt 
there  was  no  sense  in  trying  to  defend  herself  in  a kangaroo  court,"  said 
one  source.  Kerstiens  was  not  available  for  comment,  and  Wilson  did  not 
return  phone  calls. 

Ministry  officials  said  they  could  not  comment  on  personnel  decisions, 
including  resignations,  within  the  Ayas  Men  Men  program.  Nor  would  they 
confirm  the  number  of  cases  being  investigated.  But  last  week  Ross  Dawson, 
child-protection  director  for  the  ministry,  said  the  investigation  could  be 
finished  by  the  end  of  this  month  or  "much  longer  if  it  requires  us  to 
audit  a large  number  of  files." 

With  Kerstiens  gone,  only  two  of  the  program's  five  qualified  social 
workers  remain  at  work.  Cindy  Blackstock  left  several  weeks  ago  and  Rod 
Kingsfield  was  fired  in  January. 

Kingsfield  had  questioned  program  directors'  handling  of  cases  and  the 
termination  from  foster  care  of  his  client  Amanda  Tychonick,  18,  after  she 
complained  about  her  foster  home.  Since  then,  Tychonick  says,  the  Mount 
Currie  band  has  put  her  at  the  bottom  of  its  two-year  waiting  list  for 
expenses  so  she  can  go  to  college.  "I  was  hoping  to  start  college  in 
September,"  she  said. 

Kingsfield  demanded  a full-scale  government  investigation,  saying  the 
ministry  is  dumping  responsibility  for  child  protection  on  native  people 
and  not  monitoring  the  results. 

Stan  Parenteau,  deputy  director  of  aboriginal  services,  has  since 
promised  the  ministry  will  monitor  all  native  child-service  agencies  to 


ensure  they  comply  with  provincial  standards. 
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The  adoptive  grandparents  of  a three-year-old  half-aboriginal,  half  black 
boy  have  left  Winnipeg  with  their  grandson  despite  promising  to  spend  a 
week  sharing  the  boy  with  his  native  grandfather,  who  had  arranged  to  spend 
yesterday  with  the  boy. 

Yesterday,  the  native  grandfather  waited  an  hour  in  the  lobby  of  the 
hotel  for  the  Connecticut  couple  to  return  him,  before  discovering  that 
they  had  checked  out  the  night  before. 

"I  took  my  grandson  to  them  in  good  faith,"  he  said.  "He's  probably 
wondering  if  I went  and  dropped  him  off  there  and  then  forgot  about  him. 
I've  always  been  a man  of  my  word  with  him." 

According  to  an  agreement,  the  couple  was  to  have  spent  24  hours  with  the 
boy  and  then  return  him  to  his  native  grandfather.  In  an  interview  with  the 
National  Post  shortly  before  they  checked  out  of  the  hotel,  the  boy's 
adoptive  grandfather  said  they  planned  to  stay  until  the  end  of  next  week. 

The  white  couple,  who  raised  the  boy's  mother,  were  granted  custody  of 
the  boy  last  month  by  the  Supreme  Court  after  a protracted  battle 
demarcated  along  racial  lines.  Manitoba  native  leaders,  along  with  Assembly 
of  First  Nations  grand  chief  Phil  Fontaine,  had  said  the  decision  harkened 
back  to  government-sponsored  native  assimilation  programs  in  the  1960s. 
Linder  a court  order,  the  boy  cannot  be  identified. 


More  information  on  government  sponsored  assimilation  programs: 
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Innu,  Tobin  disagree  on  demands 

GOOSE  BAY,  Nfld.  (CP)  - The  Innu  say  they  don't  want  to  control  the  bulk  of 
Labrador,  despite  claims  to  the  contrary  by  Premier  Brian  Tobin. 

Daniel  Ashini,  chief  negotiator  for  the  aboriginals,  said  Tuesday  he's 
proposing  natives  have  a direct  say  over  22  per  cent  of  Labrador  and  a 
co-management  agreement  for  an  additional  23  per  cent. 

Tobin  said  Monday  that  Newfoundland  would  never  give  up  the  80  per  cent 
of  Labrador  land  sought  by  the  Innu  Nation  in  a land-claims  settlement. 

If  the  province  refused  the  demand,  Tobin  claimed  the  Innu  would  stop  a 
Lower  Churchill  River  hydro  project  the  province  is  developing  with  Quebec. 
Tobin  said  the  provincial  government  is  only  prepared  to  negotiate  a 
land-claims  settlement,  self-government  and  a role  for  the  Innu  in  the 
Lower  Churchill  power  development. 

"But  you  can't  hold  the  people  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  hostage  by 
saying  that  before  anything  can  occur,  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  has  to 
give  up  80  per  cent  of  Labrador  to  the  Innu  Nation,"  he  said. 

Tobin  said  talks  with  the  Innu  have  been  fraught  with  difficulties. 
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EDMONTON  - A decision  is  expected  today  on  the  long-standing  Lubicon 
land  claim  issue  in  Northern  Alberta.  The  Lubicon  Cree  have  been  fighting 
for  a land  settlement  with  the  federal  government  for  60  years.  In  the 
early  '40s,  the  government  excluded  about  half  of  the  band's  membership  and 
the  issue  has  been  one  of  the  major  stumbling  blocks  in  negotiations. 

The  Lubicon  Cree  have  fought  for  a land  agreement  for  60  years. 
Representatives  on  both  sides  will  finally  ratify  an  agreement  today, 
allowing  the  band  to  choose  its  community  members.  Fred  Lennarson,  the 
band's  advisor,  says  having  a written  agreement  has  been  a long  time 
coming. 

"What  we've  got  is  agreed-to  wording,  in  writing,  that  will  be  stamped 
by  justice  department  lawyers  as  legally  correct,"  he  says.  "And  hopefully 
that  will  prevent  people  from  forgetting  the  agreement  existed."  Lennarson 
added  that  band  members  are  pleased  with  the  direction  the  negotiations 
have  been  going. 

Brad  Morse,  negotiator  for  the  federal  government,  is  equally  optimistic 
a resolution  of  the  Lubicon  land  issue  is  just  around  the  corner.  "This  has 
been  a bit  of  a dam  that  has  held  back  progress  across  the  range  of  issues 
that  are  outstanding,"  he  says.  "Now  that  this  dam  has  burst,  it  increases 
the  prospect  that  we  can  kind  of  flow  forward  in  resolving  all  other  issues 
in  reasonably  short  order." 

Talks  resume  on  March  22.  A final  land  claim  agreement-in-principal 
could  be  ready  by  this  summer. 


For  more  information  on  the  Lubicon  struggle,  please  visit  the  Lubicon 
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Cherokee  supreme  court's  powers  may  be  scaled  back 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
3/6/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Delegates  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  constitutional  convention 
have  approved  a proposal  to  take  the  suspension  powers  of  judges  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  tribe's  supreme  court. 

The  action  follows  the  controversial  suspensions  of  two  district  court 
judges  by  the  supreme  court  during  an  ongoing  rift  in  America's 
second-largest  Indian  tribe. 

The  supreme  court,  known  as  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  suspended 
District  Judges  Tina  Jordan  and  Dewayne  Littlejohn  after  they  moved 
their  offices  from  the  downtown  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  to  tribal 
headquarters . 

Jordan,  who  has  been  nominated  for  a tribunal  seat  by  Chief  Joe  Byrd, 
and  Littlejohn  said  the  suspensions  are  suspect  because  they  were  not 
afforded  tribal  council  hearings  in  the  due  process  of  law. 

Convention  delegates  approved  a provision  that  would  create  an 
arbitration  branch,  the  Court  on  the  Judiciary,  and  give  it  suspension 
authority. 

Supporters  of  Jordan  and  Littlejohn  on  Friday  accused  Chief  Justice 
Philip  Viles  of  trying  to  be  both  the  enforcer  of  Cherokee  law  and  the 
judge. 

Viles  countered  by  saying  that  pay  records  received  from  the  tribe  show 
that  Jordan  received  $15,000  in  pay  in  1998  despite  the  fact  that  her 
court  wasn't  recognized  by  the  tribunal.  Fie  said  a February  1998  court 
order  suspending  Jordan  had  been  "flaunted." 

Asked  about  criticism  he  was  trying  to  be  both  prosecutor  and  judge, 
Viles  charged  that  he  had  to  enforce  the  court's  order  because  Byrd  had 
dismantled  the  200,000-member  tribe's  law  enforcement  system.  Byrd  in 
1997  fired  his  marshal  service,  which  worked  out  of  the  courthouse, 
after  it  conducted  a raid  on  his  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of 
misuse  of  funds.  He  then  named  a new  security  force  which  is  based  at 
tribal  headquarters . 

Jordan  since  has  taken  a position  with  the  tribe's  housing  authority. 

"The  chief  fired  the  tribal  prosecutor  and  the  marshal  service," 

Viles  said.  "It  is  hard  to  know  who  is  going  to  enforce  the  law.  Right 
now,  I am  enforcing  court  orders." 

Viles  last  month  used  subpoenas  to  retrieve  district  court  records  from 
tribal  headquarters  and  take  them  to  the  downtown  courthouse. 

Littlejohn  said  Viles'  action  was  illegal. 

Two  of  the  three  justices  on  the  tribunal,  which  accused  Byrd  of 
obstruction  justice,  are  no  longer  on  the  bench. 

The  tribal  council  has  approved  Byrd's  appointment  of  Cherokee  County 
Assistant  District  Attorney  Darrell  Dowty  to  one  of  the  posts,  and  his 
nomination  of  Jordan  is  pending. 

Dowty  is  a delegate  to  the  convention.  He  has  abstained  on  votes 
pertaining  to  the  judicial  system. 

Convention  delegates  have  proposed  enlarging  the  tribunal  from  three  to 
five  members  and  lengthening  their  terms  from  six  to  10  years. 


The  changes  in  the  constitution  approved  by  the  delegates  won't  be 
finalized  until  the  entire  revised  document  is  put  to  a vote  at  the  end 
of  the  convention. 
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Poor  Indians  Who  Own  Rich  Lands  Try  to  Break  Out  of  Vast  Federal  Maze 
By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 
March  9,  1999 
c.  New  York  Times 

WETUMKA,  Okla.  --  If  she  could  look  out  her  window,  Mary  Fish  Basquez 
would  see  the  ground  that  was  given  to  her  family  long  ago,  land  now  being 
hollowed  for  oil  that  was  supposed  to  mean  a better  life  for  Muscogee 
Indians . 

The  oil  is  pumped  just  steps  from  the  rumpled  little  house  where  Mrs. 
Basquez  lives.  But  for  all  the  Oklahoma  sweet  crude  that  comes  from  six 
wells  on  her  family's  40  acres,  Mrs.  Basquez  receives  only  a few  dollars  a 
year.  And  from  her  house,  now,  she  cannot  even  see  the  land  --  the  windows 
are  boarded  up  because  she  is  unable  to  afford  basic  home  improvement. 

Being  poor  and  Indian  and  locked  in  a fight  over  some  scrap  of  land  are 
not  unusual  circumstances  in  this  part  of  Oklahoma,  where  tribes  from  the 
Southeast  were  forced  to  live  in  the  last  century.  But  if  the  land  itself 
is  rich,  and  the  manager  of  it  is  supposed  to  be  making  money  from  it  for 
the  Indians,  that  boils  the  blood  of  people  here  beyond  the  rage  over 
historic  slights. 

In  this  case,  the  manager  is  the  federal  government,  which  holds  more 
than  10  million  acres  in  trust  for  up  to  a half-million  individual  Indians. 
But  as  a trust  manager,  a role  it  has  had  for  more  than  a century,  the 
government  seems  incapable  of  keeping  track  of  the  money  for  people  like 
Mrs.  Basquez.  It  cannot  even  tell  her  how  much  oil  is  being  sucked  out  of 
the  ground,  or  what  company  owns  the  lease,  or  the  price  it  pays  for  the 
oil . 

"It  makes  me  so  mad,"  said  Mrs.  Basquez,  a 56-year-old  Muscogee,  Indians 
who  are  also  known  as  Creeks.  "I  see  all  the  oil  they're  taking  away,  but 
then  I get  a statement  for  $5  or  less." 

But  Mrs.  Basquez  is  getting  her  day  in  court.  Her  case  is  one  of 
thousands  behind  the  largest  class-action  suit  ever  filed  by  Indians.  They 
say  the  government,  which  is  required  by  law  to  take  care  of  Indian  trust 
lands  with  a high  standard  of  fiduciary  responsibility,  has  managed  the 
accounts  with  epic  ineptitude. 

The  Indian  plaintiffs  say  a system  run  by  people  who  know  next  to 
nothing  about  managing  trusts  has  produced  a situation  where  most 
beneficiaries  cannot  even  get  an  account  of  their  own  assets. 

Even  the  basic  numbers  about  the  size  of  the  trusts  are  unknown.  The 
Interior  Department  says  it  manages  about  300,000  accounts,  through  which 
pass  roughly  $500  million  a year.  The  Indians  say  that  because  the 
government  has  lost  track  of  so  many  beneficiaries,  the  actual  number  of 
accounts  is  closer  to  500,000. 

The  trusts  work  like  this:  The  government  leases  out  the  Indian-owned 
land  to  oil,  gas,  timber  or  other  businesses  for  a fee.  The  fees  then  go 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  from  there,  checks  are  supposed  to  be  sent 
to  individual  Indians.  Money  does  go  out.  But  many  checks  gather  dust, 
because  the  government  claims  it  cannot  find  the  beneficiaries. 

There  are  so  many  lapses,  black  holes  and  lost  records  in  the  system 
that  the  government  says  it  cannot  even  account  for  50,000  of  the  active 
trusts . 

The  government,  in  large  measure,  agrees  with  the  Indian  complaints,  and 


says  it  is  the  top  priority  of  the  Interior  Department  to  fix  the  problem. 

"This  is  our  own  money  --  not  government  handouts/'  said  Eloise  Cobell, 
a Blackfoot  Indian  and  lead  plaintiff  in  the  class-action  lawsuit.  "This 
is  money  that  comes  in  the  door  and  then  doesn't  go  out  to  the  people  it's 
supposed  to  go  to." 

Where  the  Indian  money  has  gone  is  one  of  the  many  mysteries  at  the 
heart  of  this  case.  It  is  money  that  was  supposed  to  make  Indians  into 
landowners  and  capitalists  --  money  that  was  going  to  pay  for  college, 
homes,  businesses  and  farms,  money  that  flows  through  the  accounts  at  a 
clip  of  about  $500  million  a year. 

"The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  spent  more  than  100  years  mismanaging, 
diverting  and  losing  money  that  belongs  to  Indians,"  said  John  E.  Echohawk 
executive  director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  which  is  handling 
the  case  for  the  plaintiffs.  "We  don't  have  any  political  clout  to  change 
it,  so  the  government  just  continues  to  ignore  us." 

Government  officials  say  the  money  has  not  gone  anywhere;  many  checks 
have  simply  never  left  the  Treasury  Department.  The  problem,  they  say,  is 
finding  the  ever-expanding  number  of  heirs  to  the  original  trusts. 

The  effort  to  restore  original  trust  documents,  and  then  pay  out  lost 
trust  money  that  the  Indians  say  may  be  as  high  as  $10  billion,  will  be 
one  of  the  hardest  things  the  government  has  tried  to  do  in  a long  time, 
the  trust  officials  say.  It  may  even  be  impossible. 

"Together  we  dug  up  a big  snake,"  said  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt. 
"We  scratched  the  snake  up.  And  I'm  going  to  cut  its  head  off  on  my  watch. 

Thus  far.  Babbitt  has  made  very  little  progress  with  the  snake,  the 
Indians  who  filed  the  suit  say.  And  the  judge  hearing  the  case  has  tended 
to  agree.  In  late  February,  Dudge  Royce  C.  Lamberth  of  U.S.  District  Court 
held  Babbitt  and  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin  in  civil  contempt  of 
court  for  their  inability  to  produce  documents  in  the  case. 

Babbitt's  department  manages  the  trust,  while  Rubin's  writes  the  checks. 

The  Indians  say  the  trust  mess  is  a financial  scandal  rivaled  only  by 
the  savings  and  loan  crises  of  the  1980s.  In  terms  of  human  misery,  they 
say,  it  may  be  worse. 

"I  see  the  result  of  this  abuse  every  day,"  Ms.  Cobell,  the  lead 
plaintiff,  said.  "I  see  elders  passing  away  and  dying,  people  who  could 
have  had  a better  life  if  their  land  had  been  properly  managed." 

If  the  money  were  being  held  for  Americans  other  than  Indians,  said  Ms. 
Cobell,  the  trust  problem  would  long  ago  have  been  resolved,  a contention 
federal  officials  strongly  dispute. 

"They  tried  to  make  passive  investors  out  of  us,"  she  said.  "It  was 
another  way  to  take  the  land." 

Nationwide,  there  is  not  even  an  accounts  receivable  system  to  track  how 
much  money  is  supposed  to  be  coming  in,  and  how  much  is  going  out. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  records  --  deeds,  leases,  deals,  addresses  of 
family  beneficiaries  --  are  lost,  missing  or  otherwise  unaccounted  for. 

The  records  have  crumbled  in  riverside  warehouses,  been  lost  to  fire, 
washed  away  by  floods,  are  covered  with  rat  feces  or  buried  in  salt  mines, 
trust  managers  say. 

The  trusts  date  to  the  1887  General  Allotment  Act,  when  reservations 
were  broken  up  and  Indians  were  given  80  to  160  acres  apiece.  At  the  time, 
policy  makers  said  the  Indians  were  incapable  of  managing  their  own  land, 
so  the  government  was  set  up  as  a trustee  for  many  of  the  new  land  owners. 
They  leased  the  Indian  parcels  to  oil,  gas,  timber,  grazing  and  mining 
interests . 

But  rather  than  making  Indians  prosperous,  by  most  accounts,  the 
allotment  system  destroyed  tribal  wealth  and  led  to  Indians  losing  two- 
thirds  of  the  land. 

No  new  allotments  have  been  given  out  since  1934.  Still,  Indians 
continued  to  lose  their  land,  often  through  default  or  sales  made  after 
trust  officials  claimed  that  an  Indian  beneficiary  could  not  be  found. 
Court  documents  show  that  from  1934  to  the  present,  nearly  50  percent  of 
the  17  million  acres  managed  by  the  government  for  Indians  went  out  of  the 
hands  of  families  that  originally  owned  the  land. 

The  land  in  eastern  Oklahoma  that  was  held  in  trust  for  the  descendants 
of  Moses  and  Frances  Bruno,  for  example,  was  sold  in  the  1960s  to  satisfy 


a $97  grocery  bill,  according  to  documents  in  the  case.  No  one  is  certain 
why  this  was  permitted,  and  the  family  points  to  it  as  an  example  of  a 
flagrant  abuse.  Oil  has  been  pumped  from  the  land  for  much  of  this  century 
and  oil  is  still  being  drawn  from  the  old  Bruno  ground  today. 

Bruno  family  descendants  have  spent  more  than  30  years  trying  find  out 
why  their  trust  property,  with  all  its  valuable  oil,  was  sold  by  the 
government  trust  manager.  In  a special  exemption  that  the  Indians  consider 
unjust,  a half-century-old  federal  law  allows  local  and  state  courts  in 
Oklahoma  to  have  a say  in  how  Indian  trusts  are  probated.  The  Indians  say 
the  exemption  simply  clears  a legal  path  for  people  to  take  Indian  land 
that  is  supposed  to  remain  in  trust. 

"You're  looking  at  the  grandchildren  of  the  original  Indian  allottees, 
and  we're  dealing  with  the  grandchildren  of  the  Oklahoma  Sooners,"  said 
Johnny  Flynn,  a descendant  of  the  Bruno  family  and  a member  of  the  Citizen 
Potawatomi  Nation.  "Guess  which  side  usually  ends  up  with  the  land?" 

Marcella  Giles,  a Muscogee  lawyer  who  is  representing  some  of  the  cases 
in  Oklahoma,  says  that  up  to  90  percent  of  the  oil-rich  trust  lands  in 
eastern  Oklahoma  have  fallen  out  of  Indian  hands  in  the  last  50  years. 

"In  Oklahoma,  it's  the  fox  guarding  the  henhouse,"  Ms.  Giles  said. 

"There  is  a simple  reason  why  --  oil." 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  in  Oklahoma,  who  are  part  of  the 
Interior  Department,  could  not  answer  specific  questions  about  some  of  the 
trusts  in  question.  But  Kevin  Gover,  a Pawnee  Indian  who  is  the  assistant 
Interior  secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  said  many  of  the  sales  of  the  land, 
like  the  one  to  satisfy  a grocery  bill  --  should  never  have  happened. 

"There's  no  question  the  trust  system  collapsed  years  ago,"  Gover  said. 
"But  we  ought  to  be  able  to  produce  basic  records  of  deed,  leases,  income 
amount  for  any  trust  beneficiary.  We're  taking  that  task  on,  and  I think 
the  system  will  be  fixed." 

Court  documents  and  testimony  in  the  trust  case,  which  was  filed  in  1996 
also  show  that  most  of  the  leases  on  Indian  land  were  never  put  up  for 
competitive  bidding.  In  numerous  cases,  land  was  leased  for  a quarter  of 
its  market  value. 

Corporations  that  hold  leases  on  Indian  trust  land  include  the 
telecommunications  giant  US  West,  the  J.R.  Simplot  Co.,  an  agribusiness 
conglomerate,  and  most  of  the  major  American  oil  companies. 

The  trustees  are  supposed  to  be  generating  maximum  returns  on  the  land 
they  manage  for  the  Indians.  But  at  a time  when  oil  was  selling,  at  the 
well,  for  about  $10  a barrel,  Mary  Fish  Basquez  was  told  by  a Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  official  that  she  was  getting  only  $3  a barrel,  with  no 
explanation . 

Most  of  the  checks  she  has  received  have  been  paltry  --  $5  one  month,  $3 
another.  After  two  lawyers  who  took  up  her  case  showed  up  on  the  land,  and 
were  questioned  by  oil  drillers,  Mrs.  Basquez  received  a check  for  $3,000, 
with  no  explanation,  according  to  her  documents. 

But  doing  business  in  Indian  country  should  not  be  compared  to  private 
business  dealings,  federal  officials  say.  Because  there  are  so  many  heirs 
to  individual  pieces  of  property,  it  is  hard  to  make  changes  in  how  the 
land  is  managed,  and  restrictions  prevent  the  trusts  from  being  run  the 
way  commercial  bank  trusts  are. 

Congress  created  a special  trustee  office,  answering  to  the  Interior 
Secretary,  in  1994.  Paul  Homan  took  over  the  office  and  said  he  found  the 
system  to  be  the  worst  operating  mess  he  had  ever  seen. 

Homan  resigned  in  January  over  differences  with  Babbitt.  He  wanted  to 
make  the  trust  office  independent,  while  Babbitt  and  other  officials  said 
that  most  Indians,  despite  their  criticism  of  the  government  handling  of 
the  trusts,  wanted  to  insure  that  they  answered  to  the  department  that  has 
always  run  Indian  affairs. 

Federal  officials  said  61  percent  of  the  trust  accounts  have  less  than 
$25  in  them;  22  percent  have  up  to  $1,000;  14  percent  contain  up  to  $100, 
000,  and  less  than  1 percent  have  more  than  $100,000. 

"We've  been  trying  to  undo  more  than  eight  decades  of  problems,"  said 
Tom  Thompson,  the  acting  trust  manager.  "We  took  the  job  on,  kicked  the 
rock,  and  now  everybody  is  complaining  about  the  smell." 


"RE : Window  of  Opportunity  with  NPR"  - 

Date:  Fri,  12  Mar  1999  10:37:12  -0600 

From:  "Yelton,  Debbie  S."  <YeltonD(3umsystem.edu> 

Subj : Information  for  inclusion  in  your  newsletter 

Dear  Gary, 

I not  sure  if  this  is  something  you  would  wish  to  include  in 
Wotanging  Ikche,  but  when  this  information  arrived  via  email,  I though  of 
you  and  your  newsletter  immediately.  I would  so  like  to  hear  more  First 
Nation  voices  in  national  media.  If  this  isn't  appropriate  for  the 
newsletter,  please  disregard  this  note  and  accept  my  apology.  If  you  think 
it's  appropriate,  please  include  it  in  your  newsletter: 

NPR's  News  and  Human  Resources  divisions  once  again  offer  an  outstanding 
training  opportunity  for  talented,  dedicated  entry-  to  mid-level  reporters 
and  producers  from  diverse  ethnic,  cultural,  and  socio-economic  backgrounds. 

If  you  work  in  a public  radio  newsroom  or  as  an  independent,  bring  your 
experience  to  our  skills-building  program  and  take  the  next  step  in  your 
career.  If  you  work  in  commercial  radio,  television,  or  print,  this  may  be 
the  chance  you've  been  waiting  for  to  become  a public  radio  journalist. 

Why  the  Diversity  Initiative? 

Public  radio  fans  are  well-informed  people.  Whatever  role  we  play 
listener,  volunteer,  producer,  manager  we  tend  to  have  at  least  one  thing 
in  common:  curiosity  about  the  world.  But  every  day,  important  stories  are 
not  reported,  certain  voices  are  rarely  heard.  As  a result,  we  are  less 
informed  than  we  think. 

NPR  strives  for  a more  complete  examination  of  the  news  at  local, 
regional,  and  national  levels.  We  seek  the  perspectives  of  African- 
Americans,  Asian-Americans,  Hispanic-Americans,  and  Native  Americans.  We 
want  conservative  and  liberal  voices,  young  and  old,  from  rural  and  urban 
areas,  with  religious  and  secular  backgrounds,  so  we  can  inform  our 
listeners  in  the  fullest  way  possible. 

To  further  this  work,  NPR  has  established  Expanding  Public  Radio 
Opportunities  (E-PRO),  a human  resources  outreach  program  targeting  all 
communities.  The  Diversity  Initiative  is  part  of  E-PRO. 

Program  Goals 

*To  develop  talented  reporters  and  producers  by  enhancing  their  radio 
journalism  and  production  skills. 

*To  diversify  the  voices,  stories,  and  reporters  heard  in  local,  regional, 
and  national  programs  on  public  radio  stations  across  the  country. 

Program  Schedule 

The  10-month  program  combines  workshops,  self-study,  and  reporting/producing 
assignments.  Over  the  next  two  years,  there  will  be  two  10-month  training 
periods.  Six  applicants  will  be  selected  to  participate  in  each. 

The  program  begins  with  a two-week  intensive  tutorial  in  radio  journalism 
and  production  at  NPR's  headquarters  in  Washington,  DC,  with  many  of  the 
workshops  conducted  by  NPR  reporters,  producers,  editors,  and  engineers. 

The  first  two-week  tutorial  will  be  held  Dune  7-18,  1999.  The  tutorial  for 
the  second  round  of  training  will  be  held  in  February,  2000.  You  may  apply 
for  either  training  group  at  this  time. 

Following  the  two-week  tutorial  at  NPR,  participants  return  to  their  regions 
and  work  on  their  regular  assignments.  During  the  next  six  months,  they 
receive  weekly  assistance  and  feedback  from  the  Diversity  Initiative  (DI) 
producer/trainer,  including  a week-long  working  visit  by  the 
producer/trainer  to  each  participant's  home  base. 

The  10-month  training  period  concludes  with  a final  project  appropriate 
for  the  participant's  skills,  interests,  and  goals.  Options  may  include 
collaboration  on  an  assignment,  another  working  visit  by  the  DI 
producer/trainer,  a working  visit  to  NPR,  or  attendance  at  a professional 
conference  (depending  on  the  availability  of  program  or  other  funds  for 
travel) . 


The  program  ends  with  a comprehensive  evaluation,  including  skills 
assessment  and  goal-setting  for  future  work.  Although  we  cannot  guarantee 
NPR  jobs  or  air-time  to  participants,  the  Diversity  Initiative  will  show 
them  what  it  takes  to  get  there. 

Qualifications 

A minimum  of  two  years  and  no  more  than  five  years  of  news  experience. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  applicants  with  at  least  one  year  of  experience 
in  public  radio. 

Participants  must  have  access  to  broadcast-quality  recording  equipment  for 
the  duration  of  the  training.  A list  of  acceptable  equipment  is  available 
upon  request.  If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  proper  equipment,  please 
indicate  this  on  your  application. 

There  is  no  charge  for  participation.  The  program  covers  the  cost  of 
participants'  travel  to  Washington,  DC,  and  the  producer/trainer ' s travel. 
Hotel  costs  are  also  covered.  Participants  are  responsible  for  meals  and 
other  personal  expenses  while  in  Washington,  DC.  (Limited  funds  are 
available  to  assist  with  these  expenses  on  a case-by-case  basis.) 

Applicants  are  required  to  secure  the  support  and  permission  of  their 
employers  (if  applicable),  to  ensure  their  full  participation  in  the 
program. 

If  you  applied  in  the  past  and  weren't  accepted,  you  are  welcome  to  apply 
again . 

TO  APPLY  to  the  Diversity  Initiative,  please  submit  the  following  materials 
unfolded  in  a 9x12  envelope.  Applications  for  the  first  training  period 
(begins  Dune  7,  1999)  must  be  RECEIVED  BY  APRIL  12,  1999.  Any  missing  items 
may  disqualify  you  from  consideration. 

1.  A brief  description  of  your  current  duties,  assignments,  or 
projects.  (8  copies) 

2.  A current  resume  with  the  names  of  two  references.  (8  copies) 

3.  A 250-word  essay  explaining  what  you  would  bring  to  the  Diversity 
Initiative  and  what  you  hope  to  gain  from  it.  (8  copies) 

4.  A written  analysis  (no  more  than  2 pages)  of  one  entire  broadcast  of 
either  NPR's  Morning  Edition  or  All  Things  Considered.  Include  the 
broadcast  date,  and  a focus  statement  and  summary  of  any  one  story.  (8 
copies) 

5.  Letters  of  recommendation  and  support  from  your  immediate  supervisor 
and  your  station  manager  if  you  are  a staff  member  of  a public  radio 
station.  For  others,  a letter  of  recommendation  from  a professional 
colleague  who  knows  your  work. 

6.  A cassette,  mini-disc,  or  DAT  (44.1  or  48khz)  sample  of  your  work, 
not  to  exceed  10  minutes.  Can  include  news,  features,  promos,  commentaries, 
interviews,  etc.  Include  a written  description  of  the  contents  and  your 
role  in  each  production.  May  also  submit  videotape  (1/2  VHS)  or  clips. 

Tapes  will  not  be  returned. 

7.  The  application  form  below.  (8  copies) 

NPR's  DIVERSITY  INITIATIVE  APPLICATION  FORM 

Name 

Title 

St at ion/ Employer 

Work 

Address 

Work  Phone 

Fax 

Home 

Address 

Home  Phone  


Fax 

E-mail 

Supervisor's  Name/Title  (if  applicable) 


Supervisor ' s 

Signature 

I am  an  independent  producer.  My  geographic  area  includes 


I do do  not have  access  to  the  proper  equipment. 

I am  applying  for  (check  one): 

Program  which  begins  with  tutorial  in  Washington,  DC,  from  Dune  7-18, 

1999  (application  form  and  supporting  materials  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY 
APRIL  12,  1999)  . 

Program  beginning  in  Feb.,  2000  (application  deadline  is  Nov.  1,  1999, 

but  you  may  apply  now) . 

Send  application  form  and 
supporting  materials  to: 

Margo  Melnicove  Any  questions 

245  Lake  Shore  Drive  Phone/fax:  202.414.2959 

Wayland,  MA  01778  E-mail:  mmelnicove(3npr .org 

"RE : London  Rally  for  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  10:20:23  +0000 
From:  Chris  <chris@wayah.demon.co.uk> 

Subj : Leonard  Peltier 

Hi  Gary 

This  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  Yesterday  myself  and  others  joined  the 
March  for  Leonard  here  in  London,  England.  I didn't  do  a head-count 
myself  but  heard  the  figure  of  about  150  in  attendance  mentioned. 

I've  just  been  out  and  bought  'The  Independent  on  Sunday'  newspaper.  I 
can't  scan  the  article  for  you  so  will  type  it  out  here.  Included  in 
the  article  is  a photo  of  Leonard's  painting  Hawkman  II  (I  think  that's 
the  title  of  it) : 

"Dailed  American  Indian  appeals  to  Blair  for  help  - by  Dane  Hughes 
Supporters  of  the  American  Indian  leader  Leonard  Peltier,  jailed  for 
the  murders  of  two  FBI  agents  during  a gunfight  on  a reservation  in  1975, 
have  made  a personal  appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister  for  help  in  securing 
his  release. 

Last  night,  they  handed  in  a petition  at  Downing  Street,  asking  Tony 
Blair  to  join  the  international  call  for  President  Clinton  t release 
Peltier,  by  granting  him  'executive  clemency".  Peltier,  who  has 
exhausted  all  legal  appeals,  recently  began  his  24th  year  of 
imprisonment  and  will  not  be  eligible  for  parole  until  2008. 

His  health  is  failing  - a long-standing  jaw  problem  has  now  become  so 
severe  and  painful  that  he  cannot  open  his  mouth  enough  to  bite  or  chew 
his  food  - and  his  supporters  fear  he  will  die  in  his  cell  at  the  thought 
Leavenworth  penitentiary  in  Kansas. 

A Foreign  Office  spokesman  said  it  had  received  representations  from 
Peltiers'  supporters,  passed  on  by  Mr  Blair,  as  well  as  several  MPs, 
and  would  decide  on  its  response  after  assessing  the  legal  situation. 

Peltier,  55,  is  serving  two  consecutive  life  sentences  for  the  shootings 
at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  He  has  always 
denied  the  crime  and  those  campaigning  on  his  behalf  consider  him  to  be 
the  victim  of  one  of  the  greatest  miscarriages  of  justice  in  US  legal 
history. 


His  story  was  the  inspiration  for  the  film  Thunderheart , which  starred 
Val  Kilmer  as  a young  FBI  agent  who  uncovers  evidence  of  bureau  misdeeds 
and  learns  the  harsh  reality  of  reservation  life  during  a homicide 
investigation.  Robert  Redford  has  made  a documentary  about  the  case, 
and  Peltier's  plight  has  attracted  support  from  Nelson  Mandela,  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Rev  Desse  lackson,  as  well  as  leading 
British  and  European  politicians. 

The  shootings  took  place  against  a background  of  escalating  tension 
between  the  militant  American  Indian  Movement  and  the  elected  tribal 
government,  which  traditionalists  on  the  reservation  considered  corrupt 
and  a puppet  of  President  Gerald  Ford's  administration. 

The  AIM  emerged  in  the  late  1960s  to  champion  Indian  rights,  amid 
concern  that  the  tribal  government  was  failing  to  protect  Indian  lands  - 
rich  in  natural  reserves  such  as  uranium  - from  developers.  In  1973, 
traditionalists  at  Pine  Ridge  asked  the  AIM  for  protection  when  a para- 
military group,  which  supported  the  tribal  government,  allegedly  began  a 
campaign  of  terror. 

Between  1973  and  1975  more  than  60  Indians  were  killed  and  hundreds 
more  assaulted  and  harassed,  allegedly  by  the  paramilitaries,  whom  the 
traditionalists  claimed  were  backed  by  the  FBI.  On  the  day  of  the 
shootings  the  FBI  agents  had  entered  the  reservation  to  find  four  people 
wanted  on  charges  of  assault  and  theft.  Peltier  admits  firing  a gun  but 
denies  killing  the  wounded  agents  at  close  range.  Two  other  AIM  leaders 
were  acquitted  of  the  killings,  on  the  grounds  of  self-defence,  after 
successfully  arguing  that  the  atmosphere  of  terror  on  the  reservation 
explained  their  opening  fire. 

Following  Peltier's  conviction,  it  was  revealed  that  the  FBI  had 
fabricated  evidence  from  an  alleged  eyewitness.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  to 
secure  his  extradition  from  Canada,  where  he  had  fled  after  the  gun 
battle.  Her  testimony  was  not  used  as  the  trial.  In  addition, 
ballistics  and  other  evidence  which  may  have  been  favourable  to  his  case 
were  also  withheld. 

An  independent  barrister  consulted  by  Amnesty  International  found 
Peltier's  conviction  to  be  "unsafe  and  unsatisfactory"  because  the  judge 
had  refused  to  allow  the  introduction  of  evidence  of  serious  FBI 
misconduct  relating  to  the  intimidation  of  witnesses,  including  Myrtle 
Poor  Bear.  This,  it  is  claimed,  would  have  cast  serious  doubt  on  the 
reliability  of  the  main  prosecution  witnesses  at  the  trial. 

In  1986,  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeal  ruled  that  the  prosecution 
had  omitted  evidence  but  concluded  this  would  not  have  affected  the 
outcome  of  the  trial.  But  one  of  the  appeal  judges,  Gerald  Heaney, 
later  said  the  fact  that  the  FBI  had  used  improper  tactics  in  its 
investigation  should  be  considered  in  any  petition  for  leniency. 

He  criticised  the  government  for  its  earlier  military  response  to 
"the  legitimate  grievances  of  the  Native  Americans",  adding:  "While  the 
government's  role  in  escalating  the  conflict  into  a fire-fight  cannot 
serve  as  a legal  justification  for  the  killing  of  the  FBI  agents  at 
short  range,  it  can  properly  be  considered  as  a mitigating 
circumstance . " 

Amnesty  International  recently  accepted  that  a retrial  was  no  longer 
feasible  and  is  now  asking  for  the  President  to  intervene  in  the  case." 
Chris 


- "RE:  Peltier  Update"  — 

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  17:29:40  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Peltier  update 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  friends  and  supporters. 

We  have  just  gotten  word  that  one  of  the  hunger  strikers,  TseLa,  who  has 
been  pressuring  the  BOP  to  transfer  Leonard  to  the  Mayo  Clinic,  has  been 
hospitalized.  Leonard  wants  to  encourage  her  to  give  up  the  strike  as  he 
does  not  want  anyone  to  be  hurt  on  her  behalf.  However,  we  should  support 
her  efforts  by  emailing  the  BOP  to  express  our  outrage  and  concern  that  they 


have  allowed  the  strike  to  go  on  this  far  without  giving  anyone  a real 
response.  As  a matter  of  fact,  according  to  a response  received  from 
Senator  John  Kerry  upon  inquiring  through  the  BOP  about  Leonard's  health 
condition,  they  have  even  begun  to  release  outright  lies  and  misinformation 
to  government  officials  regarding  this  manner.  Below  is  this  information  as 
well  as  Leonard's  personal  response.  Email:  swolfson@bop.gov  Also,  contact 
your  congress  and  senate  people.  Let  us  know  if  you  want  petitions. 

Thanks . 

This  is  the  response  a supporter  received  from  Senator  John  Kerry  about 
LP's  medical  condition: 

Dear  Mr.  . . . 

Per  our  discussion,  I checked  with  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP)  about 
the  enclosed  statement. 

According  the  (sic)  BOP's  Office  of  Congressional  Affairs,  Leonard  Peltier 
worked  with  the  executive  assistant  to  the  warden  of  USP  Leavenworth  in 
preparing  the  statement.  I was  also  informed  that  Mr.  Peltier  approved  the 
content  of  the  statement.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  BOP  could  not  legally 
release  the  statement  without  Mr.  Peltier's  prior  approval  (ref:  Privacy 
Act  of  1974. ) 

In  addition,  I have  enclosed  for  your  information  the  BOP  response  I 
forwarded  to  another  constituent  last  December  regarding  this  matter.  I 
hope  you  find  this  information  useful. 

Sincerely, 

Dim  Shaer 

Assistant  to  Senator  John  Kerry 

here  is  the  statement  which  was  enclosed: 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  PRISONS 

(Inmate  Leonard  Peltier  has  given  his  consent  to  release  the  following 
information . ) 

Inmate  Peltier  has  never  requested  nor  submitted  any  administrative  appeal 
forms  concerning  his  medical  condition.  Moreover,  inmate  Peltier  has 
neither  requested  to  see  any  doctor  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester, 
Minnesota,  nor  filed  an  official  complaint  with  Disciplinary  Hearing  Officer 
at  the  United  States  Penitentiary  (USP),  Leavenworth,  Kansas  as  to  his 
medical  care. 

In  regards  to  USP  Leavenworth,  the  facility  has  been  certified  to  provide 
appropriate  medical  care  by  the  Joint  Commission  for  Accreditation  of 
Healthcare  Organizations. 

Inmate  Peltier,  currently  has  a projected  release  date  of  October  11,  2040, 
with  a parole  hearing  tentatively  scheduled  for  May  of  2000. 

Here  is  Leonard's  personal  response  to  the  above: 

Dear  Senator  John  Kerry  and  Dim  Shaer, 

I am  well  aware  that  the  BOP,  LVN,  officials  will  not  hesitate  to  lie  to 
an  inmate,  but  I was  in  complete  shock  to  learn  upon  reading  this  letter 
that  they  would  lie  to  a US  Senator,  I never  had  even  as  much  as  a 
conversation  with  anyone  here  in  LVN,  about  any  statement.  I am  seen 
regularly  (every  6 months)  by  the  medical  staff  here  and  not  once  had  I not 
made  a complaint  or  request  for  medical  treatment  on  my  jaw.  In  fact  I know 
there  are  a few  medical  staff  who  are  sympathetic  and  would  not  hesitate  to 
testify  that  they  are  ordered  not  to  speak  or  give  any  medication  related  to 
my  jaw  problem.  Thank  you. 

LPDC  note: 

Leonard  has  not  made  an  official,  administrative  complaint  asking  to  go  to 
the  Mayo  Clinic  because  many  other  prisoners  who  he  knows,  have  done  this 


and  as  a result,  were  whisked  off  to  Springfield.  By  making  an 
administrative  complaint,  he  risks  being  sent  to  Springfield  again,  also, 
Leonard  has  informed  the  medical  staff  at  LVN  that  he  wants  to  be  treated  at 
the  Mayo  clinic  by  Dr.  Keller.  Only  the  Warden  and/or  the  BOP  have  the 
authority  to  transfer  him. 

Leonard  Peltier 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 

"RE : Prisoner  Ceremonial  Needs"  

From:  Ria  Verjauw  <rverjauw@mail.dma.be> 

Date:  Tuesday,  February  09,  1999  8:36  AM 
Subj : message  for  your  list 

Please  can  you  put  the  message  below  on  your  mailer  list,  the  information 
and  request  for  help  was  obtained  by  direct  contact  with  the  Native  inmates. 
Thanks 
Ria 


LAKOTA,  DAKOTA,  NAKOTA  SPIRITUAL  GROUP 
3AMES0N  ANNEX,  SOUTH  DAKOTA  STATE  PENITENTIARY 
needs  help: 

The  Native  prisoners  in  the  lameson  Annex  of  the  South  Dakota  State 
Penitentiary  try  to  keep  their  traditional  ceremonies,  beliefs  and 
spirituality  intact. 

The  sacred  ceremonies  are  vital  to  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  Native 
prisoners,  most  importantly  for  the  youth,  who  count  for  the  majority  in 
prison  today.  It  is  very  important  to  the  Elders  that  the  sacred  ceremonies 
remain  traditional  in  every  aspect,  so  the  youth  will  realize  the  beauty 
and  importance  of  their  culture,  which  teaches  RESPECT,  HONOUR,  GENEROSITY, 
HUMILITY  through  the  sacred  ceremonies,  so  that  upon  release  from  Dameson 
Annex  and  SDSP  they  will  be  an  asset  to  society. 

Due  to  the  new  Department  of  Corrections  (DOC)  policy,  up  to  50%  of  all 
monies  received  by  inmates  is  automatically  garnished.  The  inmates  are  no 
longer  able  to  fully  support  all  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  peoples  spiritual 
and  sacred  ceremonies. 

The  institutional  inmate  employment  situation  does  not  come  close  to 
supplying  jobs  for  the  prison  population  housed  in  the  SDSP  as  it  once  did. 

What  Native  prisoners  need  is  resources  to  acquire  religious  necessities. 
They  seek  donations  of  the  following  materials: 

- SAGE 

- SWEETGRASS 

- CEDAR 

- WOOD  (for  sweatlodge) 

- ROCKS  (for  sweatlodge) 

- TOBACCO 

- BEARBERRY  LEAF 

- COMPASS  OR  PILOT  PLANT 

- LOVAGE  ROOT 

- ASHA  ROOT 

- RED  WILLOW  BARK 

- SWEET  FLAG  ROOT 

- 2 FIFTY  FOOT  CANVAS  WATERPROOFED  TARPS  (sweatlodge) 

Donations  will  also  be  used  to  provide  travel  expenses  for  Medicine  Men  who 
journey  a long  distance  to  hold  ceremonies  in  prison. 

All  monetary  and  material  donations  should  be  send  to: 


MR.  RON  PILACHOWSKI 
c/o  L.D.N.S.G. 

1108  S.  Prairie 

Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105 

USA 

phone  (605)  332-2702 

"The  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Spiritual  Group  of  lameson  Annex  wish  to  humbly 
thank  you  for  your  time,  donations,  and  sorely  needed  support.  In  giving  of 
yourselves  you  strengthen  the  traditional  beliefs,  as  well  as  the  Sacred 
Circle  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  brothers  who  have  chosen  to  walk  the 
Red  Road  so  they  might  better  heal  themselves  through  the  Sacred  Ceremonies, 
and  be  productive  human  beings  for  family,  community  and  society,  while 
keeping  our  sacred  ways  strong,  alive  and  flourishing." 

Cornell  Red  Star 

Sacred  Pipe  Keeper  and  Fire  Keeper 


for  more  information,  suggestions,  questions  ....  contact: 
FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  BELGIUM 

Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  issues 

Ria  Verjauw 

Overstraat  80 

3020  Veltem 

Belgium 

e-mail:  <ria@motherearth . org> 

Ria  Verjauw 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  99  0609:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Doolin,  Timothy  Allieun 
#502716 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 
Date  of  Birth:  9/14/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Edmonds,  Harold 
#209-651 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/37 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Eriksen,  lames  Harold 

#860-138 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 


DuBry,  Lloyde  S. 

#42142  K-202 
LCF  PO  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 
Date  of  Birth:  3/20/60 
Ancestry:  Sioux  / Blackfoot 

Ellis,  Allen  Ray 
#254-342 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  11/5/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Evans,  George 
#192919 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 


Date  of  Birth:  12/20/58  Date  of  Birth:  4/27/60 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Emrick,  Randall  Frank 

#306-307  East,  Jackie  Wayne 

PO  Box  59  2294  Slagle  Rd 

Nelsonville,  OH  45764  Leesville,  LA  71446 

Date  of  Birth:  8/4/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Eagles  and  Dancing  Feathers"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  03:58:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : eagles  and  dancing  feathers... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hypothetically  speaking...  One  day  my  cousin  Silas  and  myself  went  way 
up  on  the  mountain  where  the  cliffs  were,  we  found  a spot  within  reach 
of  tree  top  and  so  we  were  able  to  crawl  on  tree.  On  one  of  the 
branches  we  found  an  eagle  nest,  it  was  big  enough  we  could  have  laid 
on  it  like  a bed.  We  found  a small  eagle  and  not  knowing  any  better  we 
took  it  from  there  and  put  it  in  gunny  sack  and  went  home.  A little 
ways  off  we  built  a big  bird  cage  and  put  the  eagle  in  it.  We  fed  it 
rabbits  and  soon  it  got  to  be  so  big  it  outgrew  the  cage  in  two  weeks. 

It  was  all  white,  down  feathers  it  looked  like  someone  had  used  a blow 
dryer  on  it  and  it  was  a puff  ball.  We  realized  we  could  not  keep  it, 
because  it  would  tear  into  us  when  we  readied  in  the  cage.  We  had  to  let 
it  go  so  we  took  it  back  to  the  forest. 

I told  my  father  what  happened  and  he  was  pretty  upset  about  it,  then 
he  told  us  he  done  the  same  thing  when  he  was  young.  He  spoke  of  using 
a rabbit  as  bait,  to  lure  an  eagle  into  a trap,  where  you  sit  under 
tree  branches  and  reach  up  and  grab  it  and  wrestle  it  down.  Those 
eagles  are  pretty  tough,  when  they  lay  their  claws  into  you,  they  can 
really  squeeze  you.  He  related  that  he  had  done  this  to  pick  a feather 
from  the  tail,  the  long  middle  feather.  This  feather  is  used  for 
ceremonies . 

We  lived  next  to  my  grandparents,  their  home  or  house  was  small,  two 
rooms.  My  grandpa  made  it  fancy  by  using  those  old  time  fancy  tin 
design  square  panels  about  18  inches  by  18  inches  and  nailed  all  close 
together  inside  the  house.  When  they  were  young  they  were  in  too  much 
of  a hurry  to  put  in  an  inside  wall  so  it  was  the  outside  wall  nailed 
to  studs  and  the  fancy  tin  squares  nailed  all  over  inside.  He  said  it 
was  like  a ceiling  he  saw  in  Albuquerque  one  time  and  thought  it  would 
be  good  in  case  he  made  the  place  into  a trading  post.  We  laughed  at 
the  thought  because  if  you  put  a counter  in  there  it  take  up  all  the 
space  and  people  would  have  to  pretty  skinny  to  get  in  there.  Anyway  my 
dad  sat  us  down  outside  and  told  us  about  this  feather  he  got. 

We  followed  him  to  the  chicken  coup  and  he  got  a long  chicken  feather 
and  brought  out  a basket,  one  used  for  ceremonies  and  after  a while 
with  his  back  turned  to  us,  he  said  I will  show  how  to  make  this 
feather  dance.  He  told  us  the  eagle  feather  is  special  and  that 


medicinemen  could  make  them  dance  in  the  basket.  After  a while  my 
father  put  the  basket  down  with  the  feather  in  it,  and  put  it  a ways  a 
way  from  us.  He  looked  at  us  and  said,  because  you  took  that  baby  eagle 
from  it's  nest  you  will  have  the  eagle  spirit  with  you  to  follow  you 
around  and  you  might  have  bad  luck.  He  said  to  show  you  what  I have 
said  is  true,  the  chickens  who  are  friends  of  the  eagle  will  follow  you 
around  from  now  on  and  there  feather  will  dance  to  let  you  know  their 
chicken  spirit  is  following  you.  He  stepped  away  from  the  basket  and 
sure  enough  after  he  started  to  sing  a song,  the  feather  stood  up  and 
danced.  We  marvelled  at  the  site  and  he  said,  the  chicken  spirit  is 
going  to  follow  you  because  the  eagle  don't  fool  around  with  kids  like 
you,  they  have  more  serious  things  to  do.  My  father  walked  away  and 
left  us  there.  We  looked  at  the  basket  and  the  feather  and  thought 
about  the  chicken  spirits  following  us  around... we  then  left  and  after 
a few  years  asked  him  how  he  did  it  and  he  would  just  sit  there  and 
laugh . 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Mar  1999  22:14:36  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  98 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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COLUMBIA'S  GREETINGS  TO  BRITANNIA'S  QUEEN. 


BY  EXCELSIOR  SENECA. 

The  appearance  in  last  week's  HELPER  of  Rudyard  Kipling's  poem 
"Recessional"  has  brought  to  light  the  following  composed  by  a HELPER 
subscriber  for  the  Queen's  Dubilee  of  1887. 

QUEEN  of  Britannia's  realm 
Who  calmly  holdst  the  helm 
Mid  storm  cloud's  roar  -- 
Columbia  sends  to  thee 
Kind  greetings  for  the  free. 

For  thy  grand  jubilee. 

Now  at  thy  door. 

Spring  wafts  perfumed  adieus; 

Summer  with  golden  hues. 

Brings  Harvest  Home 
May  this  prophetic  be 
Of  man's  grand  destiny  - 
Liberty's  Dubilee  - 
Christ's  Kingdom  come. 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  NINETY-NINE 


On  Thursday,  the  2nd  of  March,  another  great  day  for  Carlisle  passed 
into  history. 

Thirty-three  Indian  young  men  and  maidens  received  diplomas  showing 
that  each  had  taken  the  course  of  study  required  at  the  Carlisle  Indian 


Industrial  School. 

Fourteen  States  of  the  Union  and  17  tribes  of  Indians  were  represented 
in  the  class.  Some  of  them  had  come  to  us  years  before,  void  of  all 
learning,  knowing  not  how  to  use  the  English  language,  but  in  their 
graduating  orations  gave  evidence  that  the  obstacle  of  language,  at 
least,  may  easily  be  removed  through  proper  means  and  wholesome 
environment . 

The  class  of  '99  was  favored  in  having  its  diplomas  presented  by  a man 
distinguished  as  a great  educator  - Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education,  whose  address  was  profound  in  scholastic 
reasoning. 

The  orations  of  the  afternoon  were  delivered  by  Hoseph  Gouge,  of 
Wisconsin,  Bertha  Dye,  of  New  York,  Kendall  Paul,  of  Alaska,  Minnie 
Finley,  of  Oklahoma,  Louie  McDonald,  of  Oklahoma,  Dahney  George,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Vincent  Natailsh  of  Arizona. 

Other  speakers  were  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
William  A.  Hones,  General  Henry  B.  Carrington,  U.S.A.,  (retired).  Rev. 
Dr.  Reed,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  and  Miss  Estelle  Reel, 
Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Schools  of  the  United  States. 

The  program  for  the  afternoon  consisting  of  music  by  the  Band,  Piano, 
Choir,  Glee  Club  and  entire  school,  in  addition  to  the  orations,  was 
apparently  much  enjoyed  by  the  more  than  3000  people  gathered  in  the 
spacious  gymnasium,  and  the  applause  was  most  generous. 

The  singing  of  Kipling's  "Recessional"  by  over  700  Indian  voices  with 
band  accompaniment  produced  a marked  impression  that  was  perceptible 
throughout  the  vast  audience,  while  the  Glee  Club  of  40  boys  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  Professor  Bland,  of  Carlisle,  deserves  more  than 
passing  notice  for  the  excellent  singing  of  "Sweet  and  Low."  The  music 
throughout  was  complimented  by  several  from  the  platform,  being 
specially  noticed  by  the  Russian  Officers  who  acknowledged  surprise  at 
the  excellent  character  of  the  pieces  rendered. 

This  Thursday  afternoon  gathering  termed  the  Commencement  Proper  was 
but  the  grand  culmination  of  a series  of  exercises  which  began  with  the 
excellent  baccalaureate  sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Wile  on  the  Sunday  before, 
and  on  Monday  evening,  when  some  2,000  or  more  people  from  the  town  and 
vicinity  were  invited  to  witness  the  gymnastic  and  calisthenic  drill, 
given  to  the  visitors  from  a distance  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

This  drill  always  forms  an  attractive  feature  of  the  week  and  is  the 
result  of  Disciplinarian  Thompson's  training  in  daily  practice  from  the 
beginning  of  the  school  term  in  the  Fall.  There  were  new  features  added 
this  year,  and  the  perfection  of  movement,  the  skill,  dexterity  and 
poetry  of  action  charmed  the  thousands  who  witnessed  the  exercises. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  D.  Wells  Champney, 
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Messrs.  Dennison  Wheelock,  St.  Cyr  and  Corbett  Lawyer  spent  Saturday 
and  Sunday  in  Washington  seeing  the  sights. 

It  is  getting  to  be  "back  woodsy"  to  say,  "Yes,  Ma'am,"  and  "Yes, 
sir."  Plain  "Yes"  in  a polite,  gently  manner,  or  "Yes,  Miss  Blank" 
"Yes,  Major,"  is  now  good  form. 

Good-bye,  Commencement  of  '99.  The  next  will  be  '00.  The  present 
class  cannot  be  called  the  Know-nothing  class,  although  the  figures  by 
which  they  will  be  known  represent  "nothing,"  ('00). 


Arthur  Sickles  and  Alex  Collins  members  of  Miss  Fannie  Rubinkam's 
Sunday  School  class  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Newtown,  committed 
the  Sorter  Catechism  within  three  weeks  and  have  each  received  an  Oxford 
Bible  from  the  Board  of  Publication  and  Sunday  School  work  of 
Philadelphia . 


Wilbur  Masonheimer,  of  Carlisle,  won  the  prize  of  five  dollars  for 
sending  the  largest  number  of  HELPER  subscriptions  during  the  recent  ten 
days'  contest.  81  names  secured  the  prize.  Master  Lowe,  who  did  not 
bring  his  list  in  till  Monday  had  85  names  and  would  have  won  the  prize 
had  he  sent  or  handed  them  in  as  per  offer,  at  or  before  Saturday 
evening,  five  o'clock. 


The  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  had  this  to  say  at  the 
close  of  his  brief  remarks  Commencement  day: 

The  only  hope  for  a proper  solution  of  the  Indian  problem  is  in 
breaking  up  the  reservation  and  tribal  relations,  and  in  placing  the 
Indians,  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  same  footing  as  the  white  man.  We 
all  recognize  that  now,  and  as  these  boys  and  girls  stood  on  this 
platform  and  in  behalf  of  their  tribes  and  of  their  people,  appealed  to 
us  white  people  to  do  away  with  their  tribal  relation,  promising  on 
behalf  of  their  people  that  they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  persuade 
them  to  adopt  civilized  habits  and  to  become  better  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  I said  to  myself.  We  ought  to  give  them  a fair  trial. 
(Applause) . 

The  question  is  often  asked.  What  will  your  graduates  do?  Here  is 
what  some  of  class  '99  have  gone  into.  George  Hazlett  has  departed  for 
Hoopa  Valley,  California  to  be  Disciplinarian;  Sarah  Williams  left  on 
Monday  for  Tomah,  Wisconsin,  to  take  a position  in  the  Government  school 
at  that  place;  Lydia  Gardner  is  attending  High  School  at  Landsdowne; 
Vincent  Natailsh  goes  shortly  to  New  York  City  to  engage  in  business; 
Seichu  Atsye  will  continue  her  training  as  a nurse;  Nettie  Buckles  has 
entered  Metzger  College  in  town;  Kendall  Paul  will  enter  the  University 
of  Philadelphia  to  take  a course  in  shorthand  and  typewriting;  Clara 
Price  has  a position  at  Standing  Rock,  Dakota;  Ilonas  Mitchell  has  gone 
home  to  work  at  his  blacksmithing  trade.  Dollie  Wheelock  will  take  a 
course  at  Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia;  Louie  McDonald  will  enter 
Commercial  College  in  Carlisle;  Robert  Emmett  has  a position  as  printer 
in  the  job  department  of  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph;  Stuart  Hazlett  enters 
a printing  office  near  is  home  in  Montana;  Thomas  Denomie  continues  his 
studies  in  town;  Chauncey  Archiquette,  Bertha  Dye,  loseph  Gouge  and 
Christian  Eastman  went  home;  Electa  Scott,  Mary  Moon,  lohn  Lemieux, 

Annie  Gesis,  Rose  Duverney,  Edward  Peters,  Olive  Larch,  Etta  Catolst, 
Minnie  Finley  and  Nettie  Horne  have  gone  to  country  homes  to  await 
developments  and  gain  experiences  they  need;  Cora  Wheeler  will  enter 
Bellevue  Hospital,  N.Y.  City  for  a course  in  nursing;  Jennie  Brown  and 
Dahney  George  go  to  the  West  Chester  Normal  School;  Corbett  Lawyer  has  a 
position  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  and  George  Wolfe  will  remain  here  to 
help  on  buildings  to  be  erected. 


Among  the  employees  of  the  "Telegraph"  office  at  present  is  a young 


man  who  came  this  morning.  His  name  is  Robert  Emmett,  and  he  is  an 
Assiniboine  Indian,  who  is  going  to  learn  the  printing  trade.  The  young 
man  graduated  from  Carlisle  Indian  school  last  week,  and  while  there  he 
had  worked  in  the  printing  office.  Wishing  to  perfect  himself  in  the 
printing  art  he  naturally  came  to  the  place  where  that  art  is  perfected 
in  the  highest  degree,  and  he  is  now  an  employee  of  the  "Telegraph  job 
department . 

-[Harrisburg  Evening  Telegraph. 


Thirty-three  pupils  from  Peris,  California,  were  admitted  this  week. 
Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Hall  brought  them.  They  all  have  bright, 
intelligent  faces,  and  no  doubt  will  get  on  well.  The  manly  and  womanly 
students  who  have  come  determined  to  get  out  of  the  school  all  the 
benefits  that  we  are  able  to  give  and  to  make  the  best  of  those  things 
that  are  disappointing  and  not  quite  so  easy  and  pleasant  as  they  had 
hoped,  we  are  sure  they  will  make  rapid  strides  forward. 


The  Commencement  Number  of  the  Red  man  will  be  delayed  a few  days  on 
account  of  the  revision  of  addresses  made  by  our  visitors. 


A handsome  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  a gift  of  Mrs.  C.R.  Agnew  of 
New  York,  graces  the  wall  of  the  Assembly  Hall,  and  will  ever  be  an 
inspiration  for  lofty  thought  and  manhood. 
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Forward,  March. 

Now  is  the  time  to  keep  off  the  grass. 

Snow  nearly  gone,  and  we  have  had  enough. 

A school  sociable  was  held  last  Saturday  night  in  the  gymnasium. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  made  the  delicious  ice  cream  for  the  Alumni 
symposium . 

Nellie  Carey  has  gone  back  to  Anadarko,  Oklahoma,  from  Nebraska. 

Misses  Carter  and  Burgess  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight;  Misses 
Barclay  and  Campbell,  the  Standards;  Messrs.  Beitzel  and  Thompson,  the 
Susans . 

Promotions  and  a general  stir  around  for  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  occurred  this  week.  Our  school  year  begins  before  vacation  and 
ends  about  March  1st. 

The  Indian  band  was  called  upon  by  the  citizens  of  Carlisle  to  help 
receive  the  soldier  boys,  from  the  front.  Company  G returned  yesterday 
morning,  and  the  town  went  wild  in  patriotic  outbursts. 

Superintendent  Pierce  had  many  and  good  reports  of  returned  Oneida 
pupils,  and  a kindly  and  encouraging  word  for  his  many  friends  of 
Carlisle.  Mr.  Pierce  is  at  the  head  of  the  Oneida,  Wisconsin  School. 

Isn't  it  funny  when  the  band  is  playing  loud  in  the  Assembly  Hall  and 
a wave  of  Director  Wheelock's  baton  brings  a sudden  pause  in  the  music, 
how  the  conversation  of  one  or  two  in  the  audience,  goes  on  for  a word 
or  two  louder  than  the  natural  tone? 

Miss  Annie  Moore  was  given  a little  reception  and  party  by  Miss  Nana 
Pratt  on  Monday  evening  previous  to  Miss  Moore's  departure  this  week  for 
the  west.  Her  may  friends  will  miss  the  genial  smile  and  companionship 
so  much  enjoyed  during  her  recent  visit. 

Our  young  athletes  are  anxious  to  get  on  to  the  athletic  field,  but 
the  boys  must  remember  that  it  will  be  hard  on  the  grass  if  they  go  on 
it  much  at  the  start.  Give  the  grass  a chance!  The  track  cannot  be 
injured  by  running  on  it. 

Among  the  names  of  ex-students  mentioned  by  Superintendent  Pierce  of 
the  Oneida,  Wisconsin  School,  the  other  evening  at  the  Alumni  meeting 
were  losiah  Powlas  who  has  made  a splendid  record  ever  since  he  went 
home;  Miss  Williams,  at  his  school  who  is  leader  of  the  King's 
Daughters'  Circle;  Alice  Cornelius;  Katie  Metoxen,;  Cora  Cornelius; 
Isabella  Cornelius,  who  is  teaching  white  children  in  New  England.  He 
encouraged  all  to  stay  away  as  long  as  they  could  for  there  was  little 
or  nothing  to  do  at  home. 

Class  1900  starts  out  with  36  members.  Miss  Cutter,  like  the  spider 


who  loses  its  web,  has  to  begin  all  over  again.  She  has  been  the  last 
teacher  of  all  our  graduating  classes  so  far,  and  she  grows  younger 
every  year.  When  the  members  of  the  various  classes  become  Senators, 
Governors,  Presidents,  Bankers  and  men  and  women  in  other  notable 
stations,  or  in  the  humbler  walks  of  honest,  civilized  life,  they  will 
look  back  with  pride  to  the  person,  who  first  "cut"  their  way  to 
prosperity  and  happiness;  and  their  teacher  - she  will  experience 
unbounded  satisfaction  in  having  had  a hand  in  shaping  their  destiny. 

Miss  Noble  attended  the  funeral  of  her  cousin  in  Lancaster,  on 
Tuesday. 

The  graduating  class  negative  has  been  retouched  and  the  second  lot  of 
pictures  are  very  much  better  than  the  first;  30  cents,  post  paid. 

J.  Wells  Champney,  the  artist,  had  to  say  of  the  art  exhibit  when 
going  the  rounds  on  Thursday  morning,  "It  is  the  most  technically 
perfect  and  ingeniously  devised  display  of  anything  I ever  saw  in  this 
line . " 

Many  of  the  happenings  that  are  usually  reported  in  the  columns  of  our 
HELPER  were  crowded  out  Commencement  week  to  give  place  to  the  plate  of 
the  graduating  class.  We  went  to  the  expense  of  getting  this  half-tone 
plate  believing  that  the  faces  of  those  receiving  diplomas  would  be  an 
agreeable  substitute  for  regular  items,  to  print  which  now  would  be 
stale  news. 

Inspector  Graves  can  say  truthfully  that  he  has  slept  oftener  upon  the 
ground  in  his  experiences  with  the  Indians  than  in  a bed.  He  started 
the  Crow  Indians  with  their  irrigating  ditches  and  has  had  wide 
experiences  in  other  lines.  How  vivid  did  he  make  the  picture  of  the 
Indian  Chief  who  stopped  him  to  talk,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  until 
he  had  a log  for  both  to  sit  down  upon.  The  Indian  will  not  be 
confidential  with  a person  who  seems  in  a hurry. 

One  of  the  places  in  which  the  visitors  last  week  took  special  delight 
was  the  Sloyd  room,  where  small  boys  and  girls  were  handling  saws, 
planes,  hammers  and  other  tools.  Miss  Ericson  was  called  upon  to 
explain  the  system,  which  she  did.  The  Russian  officers  found  in  Miss 
Ericson  one  who  had  been  in  their  country,  and  although  Finland  and 
Russia  may  not  be  on  the  best  terms  of  friendship  just  now,  the 
greetings  of  the  naval  officers  to  one  from  so  near  home  were  cordial. 

On  Tuesday  evening  of  this  week,  the  school  held  and  impromptu 
entertainment  consisting  mostly  of  music  in  honor  of  our  visitors. 

United  States  Indian  Inspector,  Walter  H.  Graves,  Supt.  Hall,  and  Mrs. 
Hall,  of  Peris,  California,  and  Superintendent  Pierce,  of  the  Oneida, 
Wisconsin  School,  these  gentlemen  spoke  when  called  upon,  each 
expressing  great  satisfaction  in  what  they  had  seen  and  heard.  The 
personal  experiences  of  Inspector  Graves  contained  lessons  of  pluck  and 
endurance  which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

The  meeting  of  the  Alumni  on  Thursday  evening  was  one  of  the 
interesting  features  of  Commencement  week.  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock 
presided,  and  Miss  Nellie  Robertson  performed  the  duties  of  Secretary. 

A large  number  of  letters  were  read  from  ex-students  and  alumni  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Extracts  from  these  interesting  letters  will 
appear  in  the  Red  Man,  if  not  in  the  March  number,  the  next  issue.  The 
speakers  were  Henry  Standingbear,  class  '91,  of  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  South 
Dakota.  Howard  Gansworth,  '94,  Supt.  Pierce,  of  the  Oneida  school, 
Wisconsin,  General  Carrington,  Albert  Bishop,  class  '92,  Major  Pratt, 
Jacob  Jamison,  '98,  Siceni  Nori,  '94,  and  William  Patterson  of  New  York. 
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the  famous  pastel  artist  of  New  York  City,  delivered  a lecture  before 
the  Literary  Societies  and  a large  audience  from  town  in  Assembly  Hall. 
The  lecture  was  replete  with  wit  and  interesting  anecdote.  From  the 
beginning  lines  of  a straight-edged  pig  the  artist  with  chalk  and  crayon 
led  up  to  the  graceful  curves  of  a child's  face,  and  on  to  the 
picturesque  in  landscape,  giving  scientific  reasons  for  changes  of 
lines,  in  a most  attractive  manner  which  could  never  tire  the  listener. 


Tuesday  and  Wednesday  forenoon  were  devoted  to  town  visitors,  most  of 
whom  remained  away  on  Wednesday  afternoon  in  order  that  full  opportunity 
might  be  given  to  visitors  from  a distance  to  inspect  the  industrial 
departments.  The  crowd  is  so  great  that  there  is  no  satisfaction  for 
any,  if  all  throng  through  the  shops  at  once.  The  industrial  inspection 
was  viewed  by  hundreds  who  arrived  from  Washington,  Philadelphia  and 
other  points  at  noon. 

On  Wednesday  evening  a large  gathering  of  more  than  3000  people 
assembled  in  the  gymnasium.  The  band,  choir,  glee  club,  and  school 
rendered  music  that  was  appreciated,  and  there  were  stirring  speeches 
from  a number  of  distinguished  guests  and  from  an  unusual  number  of 
alumni  and  ex-pupils  who  had  come  from  the  West  and  other  parts  of  the 
country  to  be  present  at  the  Commencement  exercises. 

Major  Pratt  explained  the  purposes  of  the  Wednesday  evening  meetings 
and  introduced  the  speakers  with  prefatory  remarks  that  were  specially 
interesting,  as  they  generally  related  to  the  personal  experience  of  the 
one  to  follow: 

The  first  speaker  called  upon  was  Clarence  Three  Stars  of  Pine  Ridge, 
South  Dakota,  who  came  to  Carlisle  with  the  first  party  of  pupils  nearly 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Three  Stars'  address  was  exceedingly  taking  in 
its  simplicity  and  earnestness. 

Dr.  Carlos  Montezuma,  whose  double  portrait  as  a child  in  the  Apache 
camp  and  now  as  physician  in  Chicago,  will  appear  in  the  Commencement 
Red  Man,  in  connection  with  what  he  said  on  this  occasion,  spoke  next. 

Then  followed  Dr.  Eastman,  of  the  Sioux  tribe  and  of  notable  career  as 
a physician  and  the  husband  of  Elaine  Goodale,  the  celebrated  poet  and 
writer . 

Howard  Gansworth,  class  '94,  now  a student  of  Princeton  University, 
gave  a finished  address  full  of  quiet  eloquence.  The  dark  visaged  men 
of  the  forest  and  plain  who  in  beribboned  locks  and  deeply  furrowed 
brows  sat  unable  to  understand  the  proceedings,  formed  a background 
which  brought  into  conspicuous  contrast  this  young  man  of  grace  and 
scholastic  merit,  thereby  presenting  a wonderful  exhibition  of  the 
expansive  gulf  which  lies  between  ignorance  and  superstition  on  one  hand 
and  education  and  refinement  on  the  other. 

Benjamin  Caswell,  class  '92,  gave  striking  evidence  in  his  manly 
address  that  Major  Pratt's  practical  doses  of  civilization  had  taken 
effect.  Mr.  Caswell  has  been  his  own  man  ever  since  he  left  Carlisle, 
serving  the  Government  in  various  capacities  of  trust. 

Miss  Alice  C.  Fletcher,  whose  fame  is  worldwide  through  her  work  of 
the  Indians  in  allotting  lands,  and  her  scientific  research  in  Indian 
folk-lore,  now  occupying  a chair  of  fellowship  in  the  great  Harvard 
University,  needed  no  introduction.  Her  remarks  were  brief  but  warmly 
received  by  the  large  audience;  especially  was  the  applause  enthusiastic 
in  the  Indian  corner,  each  student  regarding  her  as  a personal  friend. 

General  Carrington  had  but  a work  to  say,  reserving  his  time  for 
Thursday  afternoon. 

An  interesting  episode  here  occurred,  the  Major  asking  the  Russian 
Naval  officers,  whose  presence  honored  this  Commencement,  to  stand,  so 
that  all  present  might  see  them.  One  of  the  number  responded  in  good 
English  to  the  call,  complimenting  the  band  and  singing,  as  well  as  the 
general  work  of  the  school. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Commissioner  of  Education  for  Alaska,  then 
was  called  upon  to  introduce  the  great  "North  King  of  the  United  States" 
- Lieutenant  David  H.  Jarvis,  of  the  United  States  Revenue  Cutter 
Service.  Dr.  Jackson  told  of  his  wonderful  courage  over  one  year  ago  in 
carrying  relief  to  the  400  perishing  whalers  and  American  citizens  held 
by  the  ice  of  the  Arctic  region. 

Lieutenant  Jarvis  spoke  for  himself,  relating  a few  of  his  experiences 
with  the  Indians  of  that  north  region,  saying  that  the  Esquimaux  are 
only  Indians.  He  spoke  in  highest  terms  of  their  kindness  and 
hospitality. 

Mr.  Francis  LaFlesche,  of  the  Omaha  tribe  of  Indians,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Indian  Office  force,  in  Washington,  D.C.  was  the 
next  speaker.  He  gave  interesting  personal  experiences  and  in  every 


sense  fulfilled  what  the  Major  had  said  in  introducing  him,  that  he 
"always  says  something  good." 

Elmer  Simon,  class  '96,  was  teeming  with  gratitude  to  Carlisle  for 
what  he  is  and  ever  hopes  to  be,  and  was  very  happy  in  his  remarks.  Mr. 
Simon  graduates  this  year  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Indian,  Pa. 

I.  Stanley  Brown,  the  husband  of  General  Garfield's  daughter,  was  next 
introduced,  and  was  complimentary  and  encouraging  in  his  brief  address. 

Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  William  A.  Hones,  made  the 
closing  speech,  with  the  exception  of  a few  words  from  Gen.  Carrington, 
relative  to  the  fact  that  there  never  has  been  an  Indian  war  that  was 
not  directly  or  indirectly  the  result  of  the  white  man's  encroachment. 

The  inspection  of  school  rooms  took  place  on  Thursday  morning. 
Commissioner  of  Education  William  T.  Harris  conducted  the  examinations 
assisted  occasionally  by  General  Carrington.  Each  school  room  was 
visited  in  turn  an  din  each  there  was  special  interest  manifested  by  the 
visitors  as  the  questions  were  propounded. 

One  visitor  was  heard  to  say  when  a pupil  faltered  over  the  question: 
"If  8 were  two-twelfths  what  would  the  whole  be?"  "There  are  people  in 
this  company  who  could  not  answer  that  question. 

But  our  space  is  full,  for  all  the  little  betweens,  anecdotes  and 
other  items  of  interest  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  March  number  of 
The  Red  Man,  which  will  be  out  in  a few  days,  a limited  number  of  which 
are  still  not  engaged;  five  cents  a single  copy  or  25  cents  for  6 
copies . 
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"LISTENING  TO  THE  WHISPERS" 

Listening  to  the  whispers 
That  come  through  time  & space. 

The  voices  of  the  Ancestors 
Of  every  creed  & race. 

Our  silent  spirits  are  waiting; 

Inspiration  is  our  desire. 

The  spark  of  understanding 
Will  set  our  hearts  on  fire. 

Within  that  fiery  vision. 

The  whispers  call  our  names. 

Asking  those  who  listen 
To  carry  the  Eternal  Flame. 

The  Flame  is  illumination 
Of  the  Love  that  lies  within. 

All  creatures.  Tribes  and  Nations 
Become  a family  once  again. 

Are  we  really  listening 
To  the  whispers  all  around? 

The  voices  within  the  circle 
Are  calling  for  common  ground. 

Where  peace  is  the  message. 

Where  no  child  stands  alone. 

And  no  hearts  are  broken. 

Because  we've  all  come  home. 
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<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 

<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 


<> 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

<> 

<> 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 

<> 

<> 

Phone:  1-775-738-4147 

<> 

<> 

Fax:  1-775-738-7070 

<> 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Mar  99  04:04:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  23-29 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

23 

In  each  of  us  dwells  the  fountainhead  of  greatness. 

24 

The  creative  source  is  also  the  source  of  life. 

25 

Each  of  us  must  aspire  to  the  heights  of  our  own  abilities. 

26 

Our  spirits  are  reborn  in  the  land. 

27 

What  benefits  the  Earth,  Ke  Au  Nei,  benefits  all  life. 

28 

Find  the  good  in  every  aspect  of  life. 

29 

The  wind  bides  for  a spell  in  this  place,  then  it  seeks  other  lands 
to  explore. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  15  March  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sat,  13  Mar  1999  11:42:51  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Harold  Ironshield  <harold@pepp.org> 

Subj:  HUMAN  RIGHTS  GATHERING-a  gathering  for  Dustice 

The  Human  Rights  Gathering  is  all  set  for  April30-May  2,  1999.  The 
conference  will  be  held  at  Centro  Cultural,  1014  19th  Street,  South 
Moorhead  near  Moorhead  State  University.  The  conference  will  open  with  a 
speaker  on  Friday, April  30  at  7pm  and  the  speaker  will  be  Hector  Martinez, 
Director  of  Centro  Cultural  and  a Chicano  Activist  of  many  years  who  will 
speak  on  Racism  and  how  it  affects  people  in  general. 

On  Saturday,  May  1,  1999,  We  will  begin  our  first  full  day  of  workshops 
with  presenters  speaking  about  various  kinds  of  issues  of  racism.  We  will 
have  students  presenting  on  the  issues  of  mascots  and  racism  in  sports  and 
how  to  win  support  for  these  issues.  Other  workshops  will  include  name 
changes  of  historic  tribal  places  that  have  been  distorted  and  now  native 
people  are  making  a move  to  change  name  to  a more  accurate  history. 

There  will  be  a total  of  5 workshops  on  Saturday  along  with  a working 
group  to  develop  a much  needed  Human  Rights  watch  group  in  the  Northern 
plains.  Anyone  with  information  on  developing  such  a group  can  bring  your 


expertise  to  the  gathering.  There  will  be  two  meals  served  on  Saturday, 
lunch  and  supper.  On  Saturday,  evening  a cultural  presentation  and  supper 
will  be  held  to  entertain  our  gathering  and  if  you  have  any  kind  of  skills 
with  music  bring  it  with  you  this  will  be  the  night  to  entertain. 

On  Sunday,  May  2,  1999,  there  will  be  two  workshops  and  our  last  gathering 
for  the  weekend  and  hoping  that  our  Human  Rights  Watch  group  will  be  in 
place  by  then.  The  main  and  overall  purpose  of  this  conference  is  to 
bring  people  together  and  build  a networking  relationship  with  those  who 
strongly  believe  in  justice  and  to  develop  a strong  Human  Rights  Watch 
group.  If  you  have  this  interest  then  we  encourage  you  to  attend  this 
very  important  gathering.  Registration  cost  is  $20  for  the  public  and  $10 
for  students  with  ID,  this  will  assist  in  paying  for  the  two  meals, 
speakers  and  information  for  the  gathering.  Your  support  is  much  needed 
for  a successful  gathering.  Any  questions  please  feel  free  to  e-mail  me  at 
the  above  address  and  presenters  for  workshops  are  needed  and  we  have  7 
workshops  open  for  the  weekend.  If  your  interested  give  us  a proposal  via 
e-mail . 


Date:  Mon,  15  Mar  1999  13:03:00  -0600 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  03-14-99 

Classes  to  study  Indian  issues 

c.  Tulsa  World 

3/14/99 

Darrell  Kipp  of  the  Blackfoot  Tribe  of  Montana  will  discuss  grass-roots 
efforts  to  influence  institutional  change  in  American  Indian  communities 
in  classes  beginning  March  22  at  OSU-Tulsa  as  well  as  at  OSU-Stillwater . 
Kipp  is  part  of  the  Visiting  Native  American  Scholars  program  funded  by 
the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation. 

For  information,  call  Gary  Conti  at  (405)  744-9192. 


From:  TWDBear@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  15  Mar  1999  07:07:40  EST 

Subj:  Powwow  Greenbrier  Island  Campground  on  Duly  16  - 18 

POWWOW  DANCING  IN  THE  SMOKIES!!!!! 

Duly  16  - 17,  1999 

Greenbriar  Island  Campground 

(Dust  1 mile  from  Gatlinburg  City  Limits) 

Campground  with  river  for  tubing  and  a great  swimming  hole 
Traders  and  Sat.  Night  Camp  Feed 

Head  Staff: 

Head  Man  - Dames  Barton  - SC 
Head  Lady  - Carolyn  Barlett  - Ohio 
Head  Gourd  Dancer  - Teed  Howard  - Ind 
and  of  the  White  Star  Gourd  Dance  Society 
Head  Southern  Singer  - Mel  Hoelfing  - Ind 
Arena  Director  - Steve  Hand  - NC 
Master  of  Ceremonies  - Brian  Patterson  - KY 
Camping  is  first  come  first  served  basis. 

Cost  is  $5  per  night  with  tents/tipis  in  the  Group  Camping  Area 
Campsites  are  $18  per  night  or  $20  per  night  with  full  hookups. 

To  reserve  a site  , send  check  to: 

Lakeway  Powwow  Group 
c/o  Tim  Deane 
2110  Carolyn  Drive 
Defferson  City,  TN  37760 
For  more  information  call: 

Brian  Patterson  606-879-8365,  email  - BrianandMel@worldnet . att . net  OR 
Mikie  Goins  423-475-7483,  email  - vgc@ornl.gov. 

Directions : 

i - 40,  take  Exit  #440  onto  Highway  321  S.  towards  Gatlinburg,  TN. 

Turn  Right  at  the  old  Greenbriar  Store  and  Greenbriar  entrance  to  the  Great 


Smokey  Mountain  National  Park,  to  the  Greenbriar  Island  Campground. 
This  is  a "traditional"  powwow. 

No  alcohol.  No  drugs.  No  politics. 

Only  good  times,  good  family,  good  friends, 
or  make  some. 


Date:  Mon,  15  Mar  1999  15:30:47  -0600 
From:  rick  smith  <rsmithl(3D.  LIMN . EDU> 

Subj : Prophecy 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 

Dear  readers: 

I have  been  asked  to  forward  this  message  by  a friend 

Prophecy 

The  Shadow  of  the  Red  Man:  "A  Gathering  in  the  Old  Ways  in 
Honour  of  our  Ancient  Prophets" 

Dune  18-21,  1999 

I,  Neeghani  Aki  Innini  (Leading  Earth  Man),  of  the  Eagle  Clan  of  the 
Anishinabe  Nation,  issue  a call  to  the  four  directions  to  those  who  wish 
to  join  in  a gathering  the  way  our  Ancient  Ones  gathered  long  ago--around 
the  sacred  fires--in  ceremony. 

I hold  a view  of  sacredness  toward  our  prophets  and  visionaries  of  the 
past--prophets  who  foretold  the  future,  but  more  importantly,  who  gave  a 
direction  that  humankind  could  follow--one  that  would  help  bring  peace  and 
love  to  the  world.  Humanity  is  in  need  of  a vision  that  could  unite  us 
all. 

Vision  of  the  Red  People: 

>From  the  heart  of  the  Red  People,  a vision  is  told.  In  this  vision,  our 
continent  awaits  fulfillment  of  a plan  that  is  holy  and  sacred.  The 
Creator  has  a plan  for  every  human  being  to  rejoice  upon  the  land.  For, 
in  every  human  spirit  lives  the  spark  of  love  awaiting  this  very  plan. 

The  Creator  calls  upon  all  people  of  the  world  to  unify  in  peace  and  to 
live  in  harmony  upon  our  home--Mother  Earth. 

We,  the  Red  People,  have  maintained  a close  connection  to  the 
land--knowing  that  our  survival  as  a people  depended  upon  understanding 
that  all  of  life  is  connected--that  we  are  all  one  with  Mother  Earth. 

With  this  understanding,  we  have  had  global  influence  regarding 
democracy,  health,  medicines,  foods  and  in  numerous  other  areas. 

The  prophets  of  the  past  have  left  us  with  a vision  that  can  bring  unity 
to  all  humankind.  The  essence  of  this  vision  is  the  understanding  of  the 
balance  of  life:  the  four  quadrants  of  the  Circle  of  Life.  Now,  we  bring 
forward  this  vision  which  encompasses  the  positive  gifts  of  all 
humanity--to  bring  unity.  Once  again,  we  wish  to  share  a dream--to  bring 
a gift:  A vision  that  can  bring  unity  with  all  life.  This  unity  is  based 
upon  understanding  balance  in  the  circle  of  life--a  balance  that  will 
bring  respect.  This  vision  transcends  all  that  has  divided  us  from  each 
other  and  disconnected  us  from  the  Creator  and  Mother  Earth.  This  vision 
goes  beyond  the  intellect  of  the  mind  and  into  feeling  the  spirit  of  the 
Creator's  truth.  This  vision  is  inclusive  of  all  races  of  people  and  we, 
the  Red  People,  encourage  and  invite  all,  to  come  and  share  their 
teachings  and  sacred  knowledge- -as  we  share  ours--in  the  celebration  of 
life. 

I make  this  call  for  this  special  gathering  because  I truly  believe  that 
we  have  reached  a time  in  our  spiritual  evolution  to  finally  bring  the 
Four  into  one.  It  is  time  to  sit  in  prayer  and  ceremony.  It  is  time  to 
honour  the  spiritual  ancestors  of  the  past  who  can  provide  spiritual 
direction  through  their  prophecies--direction  that  we  need  so  badly  in  our 
times  of  darkness. 

I had  a vision: 

In  the  vision,  we  are  climbing  a mountain.  I look  behind  below  the 
mountain  toward  the  land.  I see  the  world  in  total  chaos.  I see  wars 


created  by  man  where  children  and  old  people  suffer  the  most.  I see  the 
burning  of  cities,  flooding  of  the  land,  winds  increasing  in  incredible 
force,  major  earthquakes  around  the  world,  eruptions  of  volcanoes,  mass 
starvation,  sicknesses  that  man  cannot  cure,  man  thirsting  for  clean  water 
and  finally,  a shower  of  meteorites  falling  from  the  sky  hitting  the  Earth 
causing  incredible  damage.  All  of  these  forces  halt  man's  destruction  of 
the  Earth.  It  is  a time  of  total  darkness  for  humanity--a  darkness  that 
has  been  created  by  man  himself.  As  we  climb  further  up  the  mountain,  out 
of  the  darkness  emerges  a people  that  have  allowed  their  spirits'  to  be 
awakened- -awakened  to  the  true  source  of  power  that  will  guide  and  ensure 
survival  of  humanity  and  the  Earth.  They  become  the  hope  of  the  future. 
These  people  come  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  the  four  races.  Each  of 
these  four  races  represent  the  four  directions  of  balance  that  contribute 
a vital  part  of  to  the  wholeness  of  the  understanding  of  life  and  man's 

existence.  In  the  centre  if  the  sacred  circle  (where  man  has  joined  as 

one)  stands  the  sacred  tree  and  fire  representing  the  Great  Spirit.  There 
is  no  separation  for  humanity--only  connection  to  one  God,  one  Creator  of 
life.  Unity  is  finally  reached  on  the  Earth. 

The  vision  changes: 

Once  I reach  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I look  below  toward  the  land  and  see 

that  all  had  changed.  Man  has  survived  the  darkness.  The  land  has  turned 

to  green,  alive  again.  The  sun  is  shining  brightly  in  a deep  blue  sky.  A 
river  runs  by  that  is  crystal  clear,  water  is  pure  again.  I see  a village 
with  many  people  of  different  races.  In  the  background,  I can  see  a herd 
of  buffalo  and  horses. 

In  the  centre  of  the  village  there  are  men  building  a sacred  lodge  that 
is  in  the  shape  of  a turtle.  On  the  east  side  of  the  lodge  are  elders 
sitting  around  a sacred  fire  laughing  telling  stories.  I see  women 
singing  and  dancing  in  a circle  with  the  children  in  the  centre  full  of 
laughter  and  smiles.  Up  in  the  sky  flies  the  golden  eagle  as  it  watches 
over  the  people. 

Peace  has  finally  reached  the  people  of  the  Earth. 

We  must  come  to  the  Centre  of  Turtle  Island  to  fulfill  our  visionary's 
prophecy  and  that  of  past  prophets  who  spoke  of  peace,  oneness  and  unity 
of  all  the  four  races  that  our  Father--Creator  put  on  Mother  Earth.  We 
must  gather  in  true  unity  as  one  people  proclaiming  our  love  to  one 
Supreme  Power--the  Creator  and  our  Mother  the  Earth.  This  gathering  will 
give  full  evidence  that  the  true  message  of  peace,  by  all  past  prophets, 
has  indeed  survived- -that  their  lives  have  not  been  given  in 
vain--bringing  their  destinies  of  having  peace  on  Earth  fulfilled. 

An  Oglala  Holy  Man,  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  named  Crazy  Horse  went  to  the 
sacred  mountain  called  Bear  Butte  in  the  Northern  Plains  of  America  in 
1871,  to  seek  his  vision.  This  was  his  vision: 

"He  saw  that  these  people  were  already  dancing  in  the  spirit 
under  the  sacred  tree,  for  the  dawn  of  understanding  was 
penetrating  and  they  were  ready.  There  were  many  different 
faces  under  that  tree,  so  he  understood  that  it  was  a tree  too 
big  for  his  people  alone,  but  included  all  races  of  men,  red, 
yellow,  black  and  white.  Their  faces  were  full  of  laughter 
and  joy  and  they  formed  one  circle  of  one  people  united 
through  different  in  a strange  and  sacred  way  that  he  did  not 
quite  understand." 

Crazy  Horse  also  said: 

"Our  spirit  will  come  back  again  during  the  time  the  sky  has 
grown  dark  and  ugly  and  waters  have  smelled  bad... This  will 
be  a time  when  the  new  light  comes.  Our  people  will  be  in 
the  forefront  of  the  greatest  battles,  the  battle  to  unite 
the  great  circle  of  Earth  and  sky  and  bring  justice  to  all 
men . " 

This  gathering  and  fulfillment  of  prophecy  will  ensure  entrance  to  a world 
of  peace  and  release  the  full  forces  of  spirit  into  the  universe  to  cleanse 


the  Earth  and  humankind.  All  that  is  negative  or  opposite  to  the  true 
spirit  of  God--Creator  of  all  life,  will  not  survive  the  cleansing  of  the 
Earth.  Hatred,  greed  and  the  separateness  from  the  Earth  and  each  other 
will  come  to  an  end.  The  forces  of  evil  in  the  minds  of  man  will  come  to 
pass  from  the  Earth  as  the  spirit  of  love  through  man  and  woman  bring 
peace  to  the  Earth.  Dreams  and  visions  of  peace  will  fill  the  hearts  of 
humankind  throughout  the  world.  Let  there  be  peace  in  your  heart  and  join 
the  spirit,  as  love  brought  to  Earth. 

"The  Hopi's  ancient  knowledge  and  prophecies  are  warning  us  through  many 
signs  that  we  have  entered  a dangerous  period  in  our  lives,  that  humankind 
must  return  to  peaceful  ways  and  halt  the  destruction  of  Mother  Earth  or 
we  are  going  to  destroy  ourselves.  All  the  stages  of  Hopi  prophecy  have 
come  to  pass,  except  for  the  last:  the  purification.  The  intensity  of 
this  purification  will  depend  on  how  humanity  collaborates  with  Creation. 
Already,  signs  of  the  days  of  purification  are  beginning.  For  the  sake  of 
Mother  Earth,  your  children  and  your  children's  children's  action  is 
needed  now." 

The  historic  gathering  will  occur 
Dune  18-21,  1999 

Sagkeeg  (Fort  Alexander),  Manitoba  Canada. 

May  the  Great  Spirit  smile  upon  us  with  His  blessings 
as  we  gather  and  move  into  the  new  Millennium. 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates:$42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Danet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Date:  3/10/99  2:22:48  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  MaDark 

Subj : Gulf  Coast  Powwows 

TEXAS  POW  WOWS 
March  20 

TEXAS  INTER-TRIBAL  INDIAN  ORGANIZATION  NINTH  ANNUAL  BENEFIT  POW-WOW 
TRI-STATE  FAIRGROUNDS,  REX  BAXTER  BUILDING 

DOORS  OPEN  AT  10:00  A.M.,  GRAND  ENTRIES  AT  1:00  P.M.  AND  7:00P.M. 

AMARILLO,  TEXAS 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  GEORGE  ZAPATA( APACHE  - AMARILLO,  TX) 

HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  DEBBIE  KERCHEE( COMANCHE  - LAWTON,  OK) 

DRUM:  EAGLE  C LAW ( ELGIN,  OK) 

EMCEE:  THOMAS  CHI BITTY (COMANCHE  - LAWTON,  OK) 

ARENA  DIRECTOR:  ORLANDO  SOSA  (COMANCHE  - FT. WORTH,  TX) 

BOOTH  SPACE  : $35.00  KATHY  SIMS  (806)  622-2671 

CONTACT:  BILLY  TURPIN  (806)  358-3277  OR  CODY  LEWIS  (806)  358-3112 
ASK  ABOUT  OUR  HOMECOMING  POW-WOW  IN  AUGUST 
ADMISSION  $1.00  OR  2 CANS  OF  FOOD 

(TO  BE  DONATED  TO  FOOD  BANK  AND  DOWNTOWN  WOMEN'S  SHELTER) 

NO  ALCOHOL  AND  NO  DRUGS 

TEXAS  INTER-TRIBAL  INDIAN  ORGANIZATION  WILL  NOT  BE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFT  OR 
ACCIDENTS  OF  ANY  KIND 


March  27,1999 

T.I.H.A.  ANNUAL  SPRING  BUSINESS  MEETING  & POWWOW 
POWWOW  , THE  LLANO  COUNTY  PARK, 

LLANO,  TEXAS 

WILL  UPDATE  WHEN  MORE  INFORMATION  RECEIVED. 


LIVING  VILLAGE  POW  WOW  OF  4 DIRECTIONS 

Intertribal 

March  27,  1999 

in:  Dowtown  CAMERON,  TEXAS 

Grand  Entry  will  be  at  10:30  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m. 

Host  Southern  Drum:  Prairie  Fire 
Host  Northern  Drum:  Eagle  Point  Singers 
Story  telling  and  Tepee  contest($50) 

Free  camping  march  26  & 27 

For  more  information  call  after  7p.m. 512-446-0327 


4th  Annual  SPIRIT  OF  THE  BEAR  Benefit  Powwow 
Saturday,  March  27,  1999 
Ferrell  Special  Events  Center 
Baylor  University  Campus,  Waco,  Texas 
FREE  ADMISSION 

All  Dancers,  Singers,  Indian  Craft  People,  Artists  and  Public  are  invited 
Gourd  Dance:  5:00PM 
Grand  Entry:  7:00PM 
Head  Staff  TBA 

For  Arts&Craft  Booth  or  Powwow  information  contact:  Dept,  of  Student 
Activities  at  (254)  710-2371  or  Hacob  Wruck  at  (254)  799-3613 
NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS  ALLOWED 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

OKLAHOMA  POW  WOWS 

March  12th  - 14th,  1999 

13th  Tulsa  Indian  Art  Festival 

Greenwood  Cultural  Center 

322  N.  Greenwood 

Tulsa,  OK 

Admission:  $5 

Info  (918)  838-3875 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEW  MEXICO  POW  WOWS 

Every  Saturday  and  Sunday  throughout  the  year  traditional  Indian  dances  are 
free  to  the  public  at  the  Indian  Pueblo  Cultural  Center, 

2401  12th  Street  NW. 

Albuquerque  N.M. 

Info: (505)  843-7270. 

Dances  at  11  a.m.  and  2 p.m.,  art  demonstrations  at  10  a.m.  and  4 p.m. 


March  27  SPIRIT  POWWOW 

Welcome. . .Public,  Gourd  Dancers,  Intertribal  Dancers,  Royalties,  and  Drum 
Groups . . . 

Gourd  Dancing... 1 pm  to  5 pm 
Potluck  Supper... 5 pm  to  6 pm 
Intertribal  Dancing... 7 pm  to  11  pm 

Masters  of  Ceremonies ...  Byron  K.,  Ken  Tohee  and  Daryl  Felipe,  D3 ' s from 

"Singing  Wire"  KUNM  Radio  Station 

Arena  Director ...  Leonard  Atcitty,  Dineh  Nation 

Head  Gourd  Dancer ... lerry  Chavez,  Cochiti  Pueblo,  WarShield  Gourd  Society 
Head  Woman  Dancer... TBA 
Head  Man  Dancer... TBA 

Host  Southern  Drum. . .Southern  Mix,  Benard  Duran  from  Picuris,  NM 
Host  Northern  Drum... TBA 

Location .. .Manuel  Lujan  Building,  State  Fair  Grounds,  Albuquerque,  NM, 
entrance  through  gates  3 and  4,  San  Pedro  Blvd. 


Admission . . . Free 

PA  System  provided  by  SPIRIT  Committee 

Arts  & Crafts  vedors  please  call  Shawna  at  (505)  323-7256.  For  more 
information  call  the  Albuquerque  Indian  Center  at  (505)  268-4418,  Fax  (505) 
268-8955. 

This  is  an  alcohol/drug  free  event,  co-sponsored  by  the  Albuquerque/Bernalillo 
County  DWI  Planning  Council. 

The  SPIRIT  & AIC  PowWow  Committee  is  not  responsible  for  accidents,  personal 
injury,  damages,  stolen  or  lost  articles. 

"Our  Creator  is  honored  by  respecting  our  traditional  values" ...  come  share  and 
celebrate  our  strong  intertribal  culture. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LOUISIANA  AND  MISSIPPI  POW  WOWS 

Subj : La  & Ms  powows 

From:  WlksonRvr 

Please  note:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  describing  events: 

AD  - Areba  Director,  HM  - Flead  Man,  H L - Flead  Lady,  FIG  - Flead  Gourd  Dancer,  FIS 
- Flead  Singer,  FIV  - Flead  Veteran,  FID  - Flost  Drum,  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Mar.  19-21:  Calling  of  the  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg-Larose  Hwy. 
24,  Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-6826,  (504)  879-2373,  (504)  851-1553,  or  (504) 
876-7293. 

Mar.  27-29:  Natchez  Pow  Wow,  held  at  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  in  Natchez, 
MS.  Info:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Pow  Wow,  400  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd, 
Natchez,  MS  39120,  or  (601)  442-0200  or  (601)  446-6502. 

Apr.  9-11:  Aquini's  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  Rice  Pavillion,  Gulfport,  MS. 
Gates  open  daily  at  10am;  $3.00  per  person/  5-and-under  admitted  free.  All 
drums,  tipis,  and  princesses  welcome.  FID:  Many  Nations  (New  Orleans,  LA),  MC: 
Larry  Richard  (Choctaw/Abenaki) , AD:  Lightfoot  (Mohegan),  FIM : Thomas  Muskrat 
(Cherokee),  FIL : Raven  Walstead  (Flouma/Choctaw) , FI. Boy:  Justin  Muskrat 
(Cherokee),  FI. Girl:  Treasure  Lightfoot  (hvssv  tvlvhse  Stomp  Grounds),  FIG: 
Daniel  Silentwalker  Dennis  (Cherokee/Peacemaker),  plus  Honor  Guard  Warriors 
from  Louisiana.  Special  guest:  Lt.  Colonel  Terry  Bakker  of  the  Mississippi 
Wildlife,  Fisheries  & Parks  Dept.  Order  of  events:  Friday,  4pm-  Southern  Starr 
Dancers,  6pm-  Gourd  Dancing,  7pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow  dancing  until-?; 
Saturday,  10am-  Crowning  of  Princesses,  11am-  Gourd  Dancing,  1pm-  Grand  Entry; 
6pm  - Gourd  Dancing,  7pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow  dancing  until-?;  Sunday,  11am- 
Gourd  Dancing,  1pm-  Grand  Entry  & pow  wow  dancing  until-?  Host  Motel:  Casino 
Beach  Resorts,  4410  W.  Beach  Blvd,  Gulfport,  MS  39501  (800)  601-7909  or  (228) 
868-4969  and  Motel  6,  9355  US  Hwy.  49,  Gulfport,  MS  39503  1-800-4-MOTEL-6. 
Info:  Irene  Delancey,  8900  Delancey  Road,  VanCleave,  MS  39565  (228)  826-5271. 

Apr.  24-25:  Choctaw-Apache  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ebarb  Community  Center, 

Zwolle,  LA.  Info:  Glenda  (318)  645-2588. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Listen  to  great  Indian  Radio  via  Real  Audio 
24  hours  a day  at  HTTP://airos.org/audio.html 
or 

Channel:  Digital  Frequency  B68. 2, Galaxy  6,  Transponder  B 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

If  you  wish  to  be  added/removed  from  this  list,  please  email  me  and  i will 
add/remove  your  name.  If  you  have  not  requested  removal/unsubscribed  from  this 
list,  you  are  giving  consent  to  receive  all  mailings  sent.  No  profit  is 
expected/received  for  doing  this  family  oriented  mailing.  Much  of  the 
material  is  forwarded  in  hopes  my  own  People/family  will  enjoy  it,  do  with  as 
they  wish.  I take  no  credit  /blame  for  anything  not  signed  by  me  personally. 
Everyone  reading  this  has  indicated  they  wish  to  be  on  this  list,  receive 
what  I send  out. 


Date:  Wed,  13  Han  1999  11:35:21  -0800 

From:  "Edward  3.  Hall,  Dr."  <hallfamily@lewiston . com> 

Subj : Pow  Wows 

3rd  weekend  in  March:  Denver  March  Pow  Wow,  Denver  Coliseum, 

Denver,  CO. 

1st  weekend  in  April:  American  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Montana 
State  University,  Bozeman,  MT 

3rd  weekend  in  April:  Cheyenne  Arapaho  Pioneer  Days 

Celebration,  downtown  Clinton,  OK 

4th  weekend  in  April:  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow,  "The  Pit"  at 
the  University  of  New  Mexico,  Albuquerque,  NM 

1st  weekend  in  May:  Kyi-Yo  Pow  Wow,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT 

2nd  weekend  in  May:  Pow  Wow,  Stanford  University,  Palo  Alto,  CA 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Mar  1999  18:52:24  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 

To:  News  Directors,  Program  Directors,  General  Managers 

Fr:  Native  America  Calling 

Dt:  March  12,  1999 

Re:  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  for  March  15-19,  1999 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  March  15-19,  1999 

MON  - 3/15:  Wisdom  Keepers  of  the  North: 

A coalition  of  healers  and  medicine  people  called  "The  Wisdom  Keepers  of  the 
North"  are  converging  in  Alaska  to  heal  and  protect  the  Bearing  Sea.  The 
Gwitchins  of  the  Arctic  Circle  have  resurrected  an  ancient  trail  that 
connects  their  US  and  Canadian  Villages.  The  people  of  the  North  are  on  the 
move  to  heal,  protect  and  unify  the  people  and  the  land.  Guests  include 
Larry  Merculieff  of  the  Bearing  Sea  Coalition  & Gideon  Dames  of  Venetie 
Village. 

TUE  - 3/16:  Music  Maker  Edition  with  Robert  Mirabal: 

The  Taos  musician  and  his  promoters  have  set  their  sights  on  a national 
breakthrough  for  his  unique  Native-rock  sound  and  his  views  on  Native  life. 
Mirabal' s popularity  in  Indian  Country  has  vaulted  him  to  the  verge  of 
something  bigger.  Doin  us  for  our  Music  Maker  Edition. 

WED  - 3/17:  World  Peace  & Prayer  Day 

People  are  uniting  through  the  power  of  Prayer.  Lakota  Pipe  Carrier  Arvol 
Looking  Horse  is  conducting  the  fourth  and  last  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day 
Dune  21st  at  the  College  of  Peace  in  Costa  Rica.  The  ceremony  will  be  the 
last  in  series  of  ceremonies  marking  the  beginning  of  Black  Elk's  vision  of 
Mending  the  Scared  Hoop.  Guests  include  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  the  keeper  of 
the  Scared  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  of  the  Lakotas.  Willie  Nelson,  country  music 
icon  will  also  join  us. 

THU  - 3/18:  The  Internet  & Native  America: 

The  use  of  the  Internet  among  Native  Americans  is  on  the  rise.  We  are 
selling,  trading  and  exchanging  everything  from  goods  and  services  to 
political  and  cultural  information.  But  are  we  protected  when  we  put 
information  on  the  web?  What  are  the  property  and  privacy  rights  issues  we 
need  to  address?  Invited  guests  include  Dim  Clearwater  of  RealNetworks, 
makers  of  the  RealPlayer. 


FRI  - 3/19/99:  Fat  or  Fiction: 

President  Clinton  has  set  a goal  to  improve  the  physical  fitness  of  our 
children.  How  well  will  Indian  Country  rally  to  this  executive  challenge  to 
slim  down  our  obese  children?  loin  the  Electronic  Talking  Circle's 
discussion  of  exercise  and  diet  for  our  children  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287, 
airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 

Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3. 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  great  Indian  Radio  via  Real  Audio 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org/audio.html 


Christine  Penney 

Dept  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  and 
Project  Coordinator 
College  of  Human  Ecology 
University  of  Minnesota 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Bill  Havens,  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  Michele  Wright, 
Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes,  Larry  Kibby,  Debbie  S Yelton,  Janet  Smith, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Chris,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Ria  Verjauw,  Christine  Penney, 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  24  12:24:00  1999 
Date:  Tue,  23  Mar  1999  19:26:41  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.013 

0 
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/ / / / / / /--/  III / III o o 0 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 o o o o 0 

, _ , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  013  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' March  27,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Zuni  little  sand  storm  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Ponca  water  stands  in  ponds  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Innu-L,  Triballaw  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . politics . equality, alt . culture. alaska, alt . native, alt . survival, 
alt . society. sovereign;  http: //members . aol . com/apictou/pictou-branscombe. html 
& http : //www. express news . com : 80/pant heon/news - bu s/ st ate/1816a lh b. s html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"The  American  Indian  is  of  the  soil,  whether  it  be  the  region  of  forests, 
plains,  pueblos  or  mesas.  He  fits  into  the  landscape,  for  the  hand 
that  fashioned  the  continent  also  fashioned  the  man  for  his 
surroundings . " 

Chief  Standing  Bear,  Oglala  Lakota 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! f 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  I 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  i 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  I 

i i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

On  the  eve  of  this  issue,  I received  a very  kind  letter  from  Lou  Gilson. 
Mr.  Gilson  does  not  have  a computer,  but  a friend  gives  him  printed  copies 
of  Wotanging  Ikche. 

The  purpose  of  his  letter  was  to  agree  with  the  necessity  of  retaining 
our  languages  if  we  have  any  hope  of  maintaining  our  cultures  and  identity 
as  more  than  a visage  of  the  past.  I thank  Lou  for  reminding  me  to  keep 
my  own  focus  in  this  endeavor. 

I recently  read  some  very  disheartening  statistics  regarding  the  meager 
percentages  of  People  within  the  various  First  Nations  who  still  speak  the 
language  of  their  own  Tribe.  Those  who  speak  their  tribal  tongue  as  a first 
language  are  fewer  in  number  than  the  number  of  languages  that  have  already 
been  declared  extinct.  How  long  before  the  proud  People  who  spoke  those 
dead  tongues  are  also  forgotten? 

Mr.  Gilson  included  a list  of  resources  he  has  tabulated.  Most  of  them 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


are  quite  inexpensive;  but  require  some  basic  knowledge  of  the  language  or, 
at  very  least,  the  Nation  itself. 

I was  most  fascinated  by  the  Mercury  series  he  included...  enough  so  I 
am  including  it  here  (with  thanks  to  my  half-side  for  transcribing  it). 
These  publications  of  the  Mercury  Series  generally  are  more  useful  to 
someone  who  has  some  knowledge  of  a language  or  linguistic  training. 

When  I obtained  several  of  these  several  years  ago,  they  were  free,  but 
I expect  there  is  probably  a modest  charge  by  now. 

Also,  this  list  I think  would  be  incomplete  now. 

Contact  the  Canadian  Ethnology  Service  for  current  information  as  to 
availability  of  these  and/or  new  publications  in  this  series. 

The  following  works  are  part  of 

The  National  Museum  of  Man,  Mercury  Series 

To  order,  write  for  current  cost.  They  used  to  be  free. 

Publications 

Canadian  Ethnology  Service 
National  Museums  of  Canada 
Ottawa  Ontario  K1A  0M8 
Canada 

A Thousand  Words  of  Mohawk 
by  Gunther  Michelson  (1973)  186  Pages 

A Grammar  of  Akwasasne  Mohawk 
by  Nancy  Bonvillian  (1973)  249  pages 

A Bibliography  of  the  Athabaskan  Languages 
By  Richard  Parr  (1974)  330  pages 

Some  Aspects  of  the  Grammar  of  the  Eskimo  Dialects  of  Cumberland  peninsula 
and  North  Baffin  Island  by  Kenn  Harper  (1978)  95  pages 

A Proto  Algonquian  Dictionary  by  George  F.  Aubin 
(1976)  210  pages 

A Practical  Writing  System  and  Short  Dictionary  of  Kwakw'Ala 
(Kwakiutl)  by  David  McGrubb  (1977)  251  pages 

Some  Grammatical  Aspects  of  Labrador  Inuitut  by  Lawrence  R.  Smith 
(1977)  285  pages 

A Practical  Dictionary  of  the  Coast  Tsimshian  Language 
by  Dohn  Asher  Dunn  (1978)  155  pages 

Algonquin  Dialect  Relationships  in  Northwestern  Quebec 
by  Roper  Gilstrap  (1978)  70  pages 

Suffixes  of  the  Eskimo  Dialects  of  Cumberland  Peninsula  and 
North  Baffin  Island  by  Kenn  Harper  (1979) 

123  pages 

A Reference  Grammar  for  the  Coast  Tsimshian  Language  by 
3ohn  Asher  Dunn  (1979)  91  pages 

A Practical  Heiltsute-English  Dictionary  with  a Grammatical  Introduction 
by  Dohn  Rath  (1981)  Vol  I and  II  768  pages 

North  West  River  (sheshatshit)  Moutaguais 
by  Sandra  Clarke  (1982)  185  pages 


An  Ojibwa  Lexicon  by  GI  Piggott  and  A Gnafstein  (1983)  377  pages 

Mic  Mac  Lexicon  by  Albert  DeBlois  and  Alphonse  Metallic  (1983)  397  pages 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30137,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


- News  of  the  people  feat 

- Indigenous  Issues  at  the  U.N. 

- Vancouver  Gathering  of  Nations 

- Affidavit  in  Behalf  of 
Leonard  Peltier 

- Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 

- Alonzo/Anna  Mae/Denver  PD 

- March  27  1999 

- Leonard's  New  Book 
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Date:  Tue,  19  Jan  1999  16:20:51  -0400 
From:  Native  Americas  <bfw2@cornell . edu> 

Subj : Significant  Movement  on  Indigenous  Issues  at  the  U.N. 

The  following  is  an  article  from  Native  Americas,  published  by  the  Akwe:kon 
Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed 
of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere 
visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 

Significant  Movement  on  Indigenous  Issues  at  U.N.  Commission  for  Human 
Rights  By  John  Stevens 

The  54th  session  of  the  United  Nations'  Commission  for  Human  Rights 
resulted  in  a number  of  developments  of  interest  to  indigenous  peoples. 
Several  resolutions  and  decisions  passed  by  the  commission  will  generate 
continued  action  on  indigenous  issues,  and  possibly  lead  to  new  forums  for 
the  advancement  of  indigenous  rights  within  the  U.N..  The  addition  of  a 
specific  agenda  item  on  "Indigenous  Issues,"  first  inaugurated  in  1996,  has 
focused  greater  attention  on  indigenous  rights  and  increased  the  visibility 
of  indigenous  participants,  although  their  influence  is  still  limited  by 
the  cost  of  attendance  and  the  discouragement  of  lobbying  in-session.  Their 
direct  influence  on  resolutions  is  also  diluted,  because  voting  on 
resolutions  occurs  two  weeks  after  the  agenda  item. 

Three  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  CHR  sessions  that  directly  affect 
indigenous  issues.  The  first,  RES  1998/13,  reauthorized  the  Working  Group 
on  Indigenous  Populations  and  provided  suggestions  for  the  International 
Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People  as  it  approaches  its  mid-point.  The 
second,  RES  1998/14,  reauthorized  the  Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  that  is 
debating  the  draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Both  groups  will  be  able  to  continue  their  work,  even  though  both  still 


suffer  from  external  pressure  regarding  their  utility,  especially  the  ISWG, 
which  passed  only  two  articles  of  the  draft  declaration  in  its  last 
session.  These  reauthorizations  were  expected,  and  both  were  adopted 
without  a vote. 

Third  resolution,  however,  met  with  more  resistance  from  member  states. 
This  was  the  resolution  put  forth  by  the  government  of  Denmark,  RES 
1998/20,  to  establish  an  ad  hoc  working  group,  similar  in  many  ways  to  the 
draft  declaration  group,  that  would  collect  and  assess  proposals  for  the 
Permanent  Forum.  This  resolution  was  debated  twice,  and  was  contested  by 
several  governments,  although  for  slightly  different  reasons.  Cuba's  main 
objection,  which  was  seconded  by  France,  was  ostensibly  financial.  The 
delegation  believed  that  funding  the  ad  hoc  working  group  out  of  the 
regular  U.N.  budget  was  both  difficult  and  ill-conceived,  despite 
assurances  from  the  Secretariat  and  Denmark  that  it  could  be  done.  After 
some  debate,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  but  Japan,  which  is  against  the 
idea  of  a permanent  forum,  vowed  to  take  its  position  to  the  new  working 
group  directly,  while  the  U.S.  hinted  that  it  felt  such  a group  unnecessary 
and  that  debate  should  only  continue  in  the  WGIP. 

This  debate,  however,  only  implies  the  significance  of  RES  1998/20. 
According  to  sources  in  the  Office  of  the  High  Commission  on  Human 
Rights,  the  permanent  forum  will  be  an  object  of  more  intense  consideration 
than  the  highly-contested  draft  declaration.  Some  permanent  forum  proposals 
include  significant  indigenous  representation  with  voting  power,  placing 
them  at  "the  highest  levels"  of  the  U.N.  hierarchy  and  suggests  that  the 
body  has  sanctioning  or  other  judicial  powers  and  functions.  There  also 
have  been  suggestions  that  its  mandate  exceed  those  of  strictly  "human 
rights"  and  encompass  land  claims  and  other  issues  that  concern  indigenous 
peoples,  but  that  often  get  short  shrift  in  U.N.  forums.  This  would  give 
indigenous  communities  and  organizations  a new  level  of  influence  on  U.N. 
policy  and  standard-setting  that  might  close  the  gap  on  the  "partnership" 
that  is  the  rhetorical  focus  of  the  International  Decade,  an  idea  that 
obviously  still  makes  many  states  uncomfortable. 

There  were  two  other  significant  developments  at  the  1998  CHR  session.  The 
first  was  a decision,  DEC  1998/103,  to  recommend  that  the  Subcommission  on 
the  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities  organize  a 
seminar  on  the  protection  of  the  heritage  of  indigenous  peoples  following 
the  work  of  Madame  Erica-Irene  Daes,  the  special  rapporteur  on  the  issue 
and  the  chairperson  of  the  WGIP  for  the  past  14  years.  This  seminar  will 
take  place  after  the  CHR's  next  meeting  in  1999.  Another  was  the 
commission's  decision  to  "conclude  its  consideration"  of  the  human  rights 
situation  in  Guatemala,  according  to  an  April  14  U.N.  press  release.  With 
the  recent  signing  of  the  peace  accords,  the  commission  decided  by 
consensus  that  there  was  now  a sufficient  human  rights  mechanism  in  place. 

A representative  of  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  however, 
cautioned  that  human  rights  abuses  were  still  a problem,  and  that 
indigenous  participation  in  the  peace  process  needed  to  be  bolstered  to 
bring  lasting  peace  to  the  country. 
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"RE : Vancouver  Gathering  of  Nations 

Date:  Sat,  20  Mar  1999  11:52:17  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : Vancouver  Gathering  of  Nations 


Dustanoldman  has  asked  that  you  read  the  following,  act  on  it  and 
redistribute  it  to  as  many  news  sources  and  non-news  sources  as  possible. 

d ' laan  ' te ' . . . 

I hope  that  I don't  make  this  too  long  because  it  may  be  the  most  important 
announcement  I have  ever  made  on  the  net  or  any  other  way,  so  please  read 
this  carefully,  think  about  it  some  & talk  it  over  with  friends  & 
relations,  with  your  elders  & advisors. 

I have  had  confirmation  of  this  news  for  2 months  now.  I have  chewed  on 
it  with  many  people  whose  opinions  I respect  very  much.  Some  I asked  were 
against,  but  many  more  are  for  it.  So  here  it  is. 

What  is  potentially  the  BIGGEST  happening/event  concerning  the  Nations 
of  this  land  since  the  time  when  men  & animals  could  understand  each  other 
will  be  happening  this  summer  in  Vancouver,  BC,  19th-24th  of  Duly. 

I would  like  to  ask  each  of  you  who  are  reading  this  & are  of  the  Nations 
to  consider  being  part  of  this  historic  closing  of  the  circle..  If  you  make 
the  effort,  it  will  be  TREMENDOUSLY  historic.. 

>From  19th-24th  of  Duly,  for  the  first  & last  time  in  this  millennium, 
representatives  of  each  & every  First  Nation  and/or  Tribe  in  North  America 
- from  ALL  OF  THE  NATIONS!!  - will  be  gathering  in  one  place.  The  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI)  & the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN) 
will  be  holding  the  first  ever  DOINT  Annual  General  Assembly  of  the  Nations 
they  represent.  Representatives  of  the  Congress  Nacional  Indigenas  (CNI  - 
all  of  the  Nations  in  Mexico)  may  also  be  invited  as  observers. 

I had  spoken  of  my  hope  for  this  happening  on  this  ng  about  a year  ago.. 
And  yes,  I know  that  the  AFN  & the  NCAI  "official  members"  are  what  many 
consider  to  be  puppet-governments  - (the  federally-installed  Councils  have 
the  same  role  as  prison  trustees,  to  these  eyes,  although  I believe  most 
are  good  people  working  hard). 

But  yet  I STILL  ask  you  to  to  seriously  consider  coming  to  Vancouver  for 
the  week  during  the  NCAI/AFN  Doint  AGA,  even  though  I know  that  there's  a 
political  gathering  there  of  groups  that  I 'ideologically'  oppose.. 

Why?  . . Because  it  can  be  about  people  & power  instead  of  politics  & powe 
if  you  decide  to  make  it  so. . 

Think  of  the  message  that  sends  out  to  the  world..  People  of  ALL  of  the 
Nations  of  this  land,  together,  in  one  place,  at  one  time. 

Because  if  enough  people  of  the  True-Peoples  come  from  every  part  of  this 
land  we  love,  then  by  their  very  presence  in  large  numbers  this  happening 
will  be  transformed  from  a continental  political  meeting  of  middling 
importance  into  a global  event  that  the  world  will  pay  attention  to.  And 
the  world  press  WILL  be  there  in  growing  numbers  as  the  size  of  the 
gathering  grows.  That  is  certain.  For  example.. 

This  gathering  of  the  Nations,  if  there  are  enough  of  you,  will  be  the 
ending  of  an  IMAX  movie  being  filmed  the  past  18  mths  about  the  Indigenous 
peoples'  journey  through  the  past  1000  years.  You  can  make  sure  it's  a 
happy  ending  by  being  there.  Press  contacts  from  every  corner  of  the  globe 
has  expressed  keen  interest  in  "getting  this  story"..  Will  they 
film/tape/interview  the  people  of  the  Nations,  or  the  politicians  of  the 
Nations?  If  there  are  enough  people,  the  politicians  become  a footnote  to 
the  people,  to  the  real  story.  The  tail  will  not  wag  the  dog. 

YOUR  presence  there  can  take  this  event  go  far,  far  beyond  the  minor 
political  meeting  that  is  planned,  making  it  something  your  children  will 
tell  their  children  about.. 

"I  was  there!  I was  there  when  we  sang  to  the  world,  in  triumphant  joy, 
that  THE  NATIONS  LIVE!!  " 

(I  don't  think  that  old  men  will  brag,  "I  was  at  the  NCAI/AFN  Doint  AGA  of 
'99. ") 

And  if  it's  going  to  happen  it  will  happen  in  traditional  style..  ->  There 
is  NO  "Organizing  Committee",  no  "Coordinating  Team"..  No  numbers  to  call 
or  website  to  give  you  a step-by-step  "how  to".  (Aiee!  No  "experts"! 
hehehe..  I guess  now  we  see  who  is  willing  to  just  put  their  faith  in  their 
grandfathers  & grandmothers..  If  you  decide  to  go,  trust  them;  they'll  get 


you  there.)  If  it  makes  you  feel  better , then  feel  free  to  set  up  websites, 
form  committees.,  car  pools.,  etc.  As  Leonard  says..,  it's  up  to  you,  an 
army  of  one. . . 

"We  are  each  an  army  of  one.."  - Leonard  Peltier  - from  his  forthcoming 
book  ("Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  my  Sundance")  with  masi:cho  for  his 
permission  to  reprint  it  here- 


AIM  is  not  an  organization.  AIM,  as  its  name  clearly  says,  is  a movement 
Within  that  movement  organizations  come  and  go.  No  one  person  or  special 
group  of  people  runs  AIM.  Don't  confuse  AIM  with  any  particular  individual 
or  individuals  who  march  under  its  banner- -however  worthy  or  unworthy  they 
may  be.  AIM  is  the  People.  AIM  will  be  there  when  every  one  of  us  living 
today  is  gone.  AIM  will  raise  new  leaders  in  every  generation.  Crazy 
Horse  belonged  to  AIM.  Sitting  Bull  belonged  to  AIM.  They  belong  to  us 
still,  and  we  belong  to  them.  They're  with  us  now. 

One  other  point  I want  to  make  about  AIM.  There  are  no  followers  in  AIM. 
We  are  all  leaders.  We  are  each  an  army  of  one,  working  for  the  survival 
of  our  people  and  of  the  Earth,  our  Mother.  This  isn't  rhetoric.  This  is 
commitment.  This  is  who  we  are. 

Yes,  we  can  each  be  an  army  of  one.  One  good  man  or  one  good  woman  can 
change  the  world,  can  push  back  the  evil,  and  their  work  can  be  a beacon 
for  millions,  for  billions.  Are  you  that  man  or  woman?  If  so,  may  the 
Great  Spirit  bless  you.  If  not,  why  not?  We  must  each  of  us  be  that 
person.  That  will  transform  the  world  overnight.  That  would  be  a miracle, 
yes,  but  a miracle  within  our  power,  our  healing  power. 


If  each  of  us,  each  of  these  armies  joins  hands  & sings  in  one  voice  in 
this  one  place  this  one  time,  the  world  will  hear  it.  The  need  for  a clear 
voice,  a LOUD  voice  is  urgent..,  to  remind  the  world  that  the  pending  "new 
age"/"new  world  order"/"global  village"  has  full  & equal  partners  in  the 
shaping  of  this  "new"  thing,  this  death  of  yesterday  & birth  of  tomorrow. 
And  these  Nations,  these  free  & equal  partners  have  never  disappeared,  & 
are  once  more  strong  enough  to  resume  their  place  standing  next  to  all 
other  nations,  kneeling  before  none...  The  status  quo  is  OVER! 

So  please  consider  coming  to  Vancouver,  for  a day  or  for  a week,  from  the 
19-24th  of  Duly,  1999.  This  is  the  generation  that  is  the  turning  point, 
the  closing  of  one  circle  & beginning  of  another..  The  time  has  come,  I say 
with  respect,  to  take  the  step  beyond  believing  in  yourself,  believing  in 
the  family-of-families  spanning  generations  that  is  your  Nation.  Now  I 
think  it's  time  to  show  the  world  that  you  are  a living  part  of  your 
Nation..,  so  that  our  children's  children  & their  Nation-becoming  may  live. 

If  there  was  ever  a time  when  you  wanted  to  do  something  then  do  this  NOW 
If  ever  you  wished  to  give  voice  to  all  those-gone-but-still-with-us,  then 
decide  to  come  to  this  gathering  NOW! 

If  ever  you  wished  to  give  voice  to  all  those-yet-to-be-born,  then  decide 
to  come  to  this  gathering  NOW! 

If  there  was  ever  a time  in  history  when  such  a voice  should  be  heard 
...  it  is  NOW ! 

If  there  was  ever  a time  when  the  great  circle  of  the  people,  of  the 
NATIONS  should  come  together,  let  it  be  now. . . 

Stand  with  pride  before  the  world  in  Vancouver,  19th-24th  Duly..  Bring 
your  brothers,  sisters,  parents,  kids,  elders  & babies..  Bring  your  drums, 
your  songs,  your  smiles..  Come  & join  hands,  share  strength,  grow  together, 
feel  the  power  of  the  circle,  the  power  of  the  Nations. 

And  for  those  who  don't  support  the  NCAI/AFN  I respectfully  remind  them 
that  I'm  not  too  crazy  about  them  myself,  but  suggest  that  only  the 
gathering  of  the  people  from  ALL  the  Nations  will  show  the  world  the  REAL 
representatives  of  the  Nations  - You,  & all  who  travel  to  Vancouver  with 
you...  The  politicians  will  be  happy  to  have  the  world's  cameras  & 
microphones  to  themselves  alone,  if  you're  not  there. 

People  are  more  powerful  than  politics,  & YOU  can  make  history,  in 
Vancouver,  19-24  Duly,  1999. 

"We  are  each  an  army  of  one..." 


masi:cho  to  Leonard  for  his  inspiration  & sharing  his  opinion  in  this,  & 
masi:cho  also  to  each  of  you  who  will  spread  the  word,  & come  & sing  the 
song  that  will  make  the  "invisibles"  visible  again...  the  NATIONS  LIVE! 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

(Distribute  widely ! /freely! /joyfully ! /proudly ! ) 

PS  - If  I remember  right,  the  City  of  Vancouver  is  the  shared  territory  of 
the  Coast  Squamish,  Mushqueam  & Burrard  First  Nations,  so  I remind  those 
who  may  not  know  that  the  elders/clan  heads  of  those  Nations  should  be  met 
& thanked  for  their  hospitality  when  you  arrive.  Maybe  remind  your  Nation's 
"Official  Band  Council/Tribal  Council  Delegates"  going  to  their  conference 
about  this  fact.  And  maybe  while  you're  talking  to  these  official 
representatives  of  your  Nation  who  are  going  you  can  mention  that  you'll  be 
just  outside  when  the  Indian  politicians  meet..,  you  & several  thousand 
other  relations . . . 

PPS  - As  for  food,  lodging,  powwow..  There  will  be  plenty  of  drums  I'm 
sure,  as  there  always  is  when  people  of  the  Nations  come  together,  & 
dancing  may  or  may  not  happen,  depending  on  whether  YOU  feel  like  it  or 
not..  Food?  Well  if  there's  none  being  fixed/shared  where  you  camp  out 
there  are  plenty  of  restaurants  of  every  kind  there..  Lodging?  If  there  no 
rooms  available  or  spaces  in  nearby  campgrounds,  I'm  sure  that  the 
municipal  officials  will  lean  on  the  army  for  a tent-city  (or  two)  for  all 
the  Indians  spending  money  in  their  stores  & restaurants  (&  the  US  dollar 
gets  you  about  $1.35  up  here  right  now). 

"RE : Affidavit  in  Behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Mar  1999  08:45:04  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj : Peltier  Affidavit 

http : //members . aol . com/ apictou/pictou- brans combe . html 
AFFIDAVIT 


Signed 

in  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier 

What  you  are  about  to  read  is  a notarized  testimony  from  former  Denver, 
Colorado  Police  Officer  Alan  Lester  Dones.  Following,  is  a current  1999 
letter  from  United  States  Senator  Orrin  Hatch  addressed  to  Robert  A. 

Pictou- Brans combe . 

While  insurmountable  evidence  and  testimonies  are  concurrent  with  todays 
appeals  to  exonerate  Leonard  Peltier,  he  remains  in  a maximum  security 
prison  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas  entering  his  23rd  year. 

Further  documentations,  testimonies  and  witnesses  to  the  actual  Dune  26, 
1975  Incident  at  Oglala  shoot-out  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  continue  to 
appeal  to  the  US  Dustice  Department  to  free  Leonard  Peltier.  At  the  same 
time  a petition  for  PARDON  is  in  the  realms  of  the  US  President. 

In  this  affidavit,  members  of  the  FBI  confess  their  belief's  that  Leonard 
Peltier  did  not  shoot  the  two  FBI  agents  Williams  and  Coler. 

Reserved,  is  the  identity  of  the  suspect  on  this  affidavit  and  the  address 
where  FBI  agents  sought  to  find  that  person.  The  identity  is  known  and  is 
otherwise  revealed. 

Additionally  reserved  is  information  that  will  take  the  murder  case  of 
the  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  to  trial,  and  if  her  cousin  Robert  pursues 
a Civil  Class  Action  Lawsuit  the  only  thing  that  he  had  considered  "is  to 
make  a deal"  to  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Unreserved  is  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe ' s friendship  with  Mr.  Alan 
Lester  Dones,  and  a league  of  advisors  and  witnesses  who  have  incredible 
testimony  to  the  reign  of  terror  years  that  ultimately  took  the  life  of 
Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  and  others,  and  imprisoned  Leonard  Peltier. 

Robert's  investigation  into  the  murder  of  Anna  Mae  has  established 
evidence  of  the  people  involved  within  the  FBI  and  the  American  Indian 
Movement  during  the  years  of  1973  - 1976. 

In  the  process  of  Robert's  pursuits,  and  in  spite  of  a few  seemingly 
irreconcilable  indifferences  pertaining  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of 


three  American  Indians  who  participated  in  the  actual  blatant  murder  of 
Anna  Mae. . . 

in  no  uncertain  terms  Robert  will  absolutely  not  throw  this  case  for 
anyone . 

In  knowing  who  killed  Anna  Mae,  it  was  far  more  incriminating  than  simply 
three  Indians  pulling  the  trigger.  Indeed,  remnants  of  Cointelpro  does 
intercept  the  scenario.  The  whole  truth  as  Robert  knows  it  will  be  told. 

Robert  has  stepped  forward  to  tell  of  the  atrocities  that  took  AIM  at  Anna 
Mae.  Yet,  the  American  Indian  Movement  does  not  walk  alone  in  his  quest  for 
justice. 

These  are  the  political  consequences  that  have  rehashed  the  pain  and 
humiliation  of  a 23-year  old  case  history  of  a DEAD  INDIAN  WOMAN  that  many 
have  wished  had  never  happened.  That  Indian  woman,  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash, 
will  be  a part  of  the  elite  of  Indian  lore  forever,  frontier  to  American 
Indian  culture  and  history. 

United  States  Senator  Orrin  Hatch  confirms  the  work  that  Robert  is 
pursuing  in  the  case  of  Anna  Mae,  and  of  his  inquiries  into  finding  the  key 
to  unlock  the  door  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

Read  the  affidavit ...  read  the  Senator's  letter. 

In  Robert's  own  words,  it's  not  over  until  it's  finished  and  while  Robert 
brings  lustice  for  Anna  Mae,  Anna  Mae  brings  hope  for  more. 

Permission  to  publish  this  affidavit  on  this  website  was  granted  by  Mr. 

Alan  Lester  Hones. 

If  you  have  questions,  comments  or  testimony  that  you  would  like  to  confer 
with  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  in  relation  to  all  of  the  above  mentioned, 
please  contact  him  personally  at  these  following  numbers: 

apictou@aol . com 
or  520-567-7229 
bbmicmac@sedona . net 
Thank  you. 

"RE : Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Mar  1999  17:14:27  GMT 
From:  alonzoa@my-dejanews.com 
Subj : Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

March  16,  1999 

To  All  Native  Americans, 

I would  like  to  introduce  myself;  I am  Detective  Abe  Alonzo  with  the 
Denver  Police  Department,  Denver,  Colorado.  I have  been  involved  in  the 
kidnapping/homicide  case  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash.  In  1994  Robert 
Ecoffey  who  at  the  time  was  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  State  of 
South  Dakota  introduced  me  to  this  case.  Since  1994  the  investigation  has 
lead  to  three  individuals  who  are  responsible  for  forcibly  taking  Anna  Mae 
from  Denver  and  then  taking  her  to  the  northeast  end  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
reservation  and  killing  her. 

I don't  claim  to  understand  the  ways  of  the  Native  American  People.  If 
I have  learned  anything  about  Native  American  People  I have  learned  that 
you  are  a proud  people.  This  investigation  has  taken  me  to  different 
parts  of  the  country  and  the  individuals  that  I have  contacted  have  been 
very  gracious  but  cautions.  I'm  beginning  to  understand  the  reasons  why 
there  hasn't  been  a lot  of  cooperation  with  the  law  enforcement.  In 

the  process  of  conducting  the  investigation  on  Anna  Mae  I have  found  many 
inconsistencies  with  the  tactics  used  by  law  enforcement  back  in  the  mid 
and  early  1970' s.  I'm  specifically  talking  about  the  way  people  were 
treated  on  the  reservation.  I've  been  in  the  law  enforcement  field  for 
over  twenty- seven  years.  I know  we  have  our  flaws  even  in  the  90's 
mistakes  are  made.  What  I've  investigated  concerning  Anna  Mae  weren't 
mistakes  it  demonstrated  that  this  Indian  woman's  life  didn't  matter  at 
the  time.  Anna  Mae  wasn't  the  only  Indian  to  die  during  that  time  that 
no  one  cared  about. 


It's  been  five  years  for  me  and  some  twenty-three  years  since  Anna  Mae 
was  found  murdered  and  she  does  matter  to  me.  I'm  sure  that  the  untimely 
death  of  Anna  Mae  matters  to  many  Native  American  Indians.  Now  is  the 
time  to  hold  those  responsible  for  Anna  Mae's  death  and  put  this  matter  to 
rest  and  more  importantly  allow  Anna  Mae  to  go  to  her  final  resting-place. 
It's  been  documented  during  this  investigation  that  Anna  Mae  had  requested 
to  pray  before  she  was  "executed."  Anna  Mae  was  never  allowed  to  say  her 
final  prayers.  I know  and  have  felt  Anna  Mae's  spirit  she  deserves  the 
dignity  to  rest  in  peace. 

I'm  making  a request,  which  is  unusual  concerning  investigations  that  I 
have  handled.  I'm  asking  anyone  that  can  assist  me  with  this 
investigation  to  call  me,  write  me  or  email  me  with  any  information  you 
may  have  to  close  the  investigation  on  Anna  Mae's  murder.  I assure  you 
that  any  information  I receive  will  be  kept  in  the  strictest  of  confidence 
I've  seen  the  fear  of  many  people  when  questioned  about  Anna  Mae's  murder 
The  only  fear  people  should  have  is  their  inner  fear  for  not  bringing 
justice  to  those  responsible  for  Anna  Mae's  death. 

The  United  States  Government  has  been  unsuccessful  with  prosecuting  this 
case.  The  State  of  South  Dakota  have  given  the  State  of  Colorado 
permission  to  pursue  and  prosecute  this  matter.  This  may  be  the  last 
effort  to  prosecute  those  responsible  for  Anna  Mae's  murder. 

I trust  in  your  help  and  trust  in  me.  It's  my  obligation  as  a sworn 
officer  to  bring  those  responsible  to  justice  and  bring  some  type  of 
finalization  to  the  family  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash. 

My  sincerest  thanks. 

Detective  Abe  Alonzo 
Denver  Police  Department 
1331  Cherokee  street 
Denver,  Colorado  80204 
Office  # 303.640.1431 
email:  AlonzoA@ci .denver . co. us 

"RE : Alonzo/Anna  Mae/Denver  PD"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Mar  1999  17:07:41  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Subj : Alonzo/Anna  Mae/Denver  PD 

Newsgroups : soc . culture . native, alt . native 

No  one  person  can  express  the  opinions  of  one  Family,  Tribe  or  Nation, 
but  I will  say  this,  I have  given  Detective  Alonzo's  message  a few 
days  to  set  in  with  you,  my  response  has  been  positive,  everyone  says 
go  for  it  and  lets  get  it  done.  We  appreciate  the  Denver  Police  Dept, 
dedication  to  duty,  where  so  many  had  the  chance  to  do  this  before  and 
didn 't . 

I have  said  before,  there  is  nothing  about  this  case  I don't  know  and 
now  I say  anything  that  I can  do  to  assist  Detective  Alonzo  I will. 

There  is  nothing  in  HONOR  that  says  we  should  cover  up  or  take  part  in 
covering  up  lies.  To  me,  there  is  a hundred  witnesses  who  either  knew 
or  saw  the  truth.  My  cousin  was  betrayed  by  her  so  called  friends  and 
the  way  I look  at  it,  the  ones  who  saw,  knew  the  truth,  raped  her, 
beat  her  up  and  shot  her,  all  share  the  same  guilt.  And  I no  longer 
call  you  Indians,  let  alone  human  beings.  You  are  cowards  and  no 
longer  deserve  the  name  Indian. 

You  have  a chance  to  clear  this  up  and  my  advice  is  to  do  it.  If  you 
do,  I will  try  to  help.  Last  Offer  and  trust  me  I can. 

I am  going  to  say  this  once  and  not  again,  there  is  no 
Cointelpro/Phoenix  Operations  going  on  here  with  the  Denver  Police 
Department.  Most  people  wouldn't  know  Cointelpro  if  they  fell  over 
it.  What's  going  on  here  is.  Truth  and  Dustice.  Anna  Mae  is  not 
going  away  and  if  I do  , I am  a first  class  Coward  and  I don't  like 
the  sound  of  it.  This  is  my  mission  and  it  will  be  completed. 

I look  at  life  and  people  like  this,  they  walk  by  an  alley  and  5 guys 
beating  up  on  someone,  some  people  watch,  some  walk  on  by  and  some 


get  in  there  and  help,  I can't  walk  by.  You  figure  out  the  rest  and 
judge  your  own  heart. 

Denver  Police  Department  and  Detective  Alonzo  are  putting  a lot  on  the 
line  and  it  is  to  be  honored  and  respected. 

After  receiving  all  of  your  e-mails  regarding  Dustice  for  Anna  Mae,  it 
is  happening,  your  responses  have  not  gone  unnoticed.  Your  cry  for 
Dustice  for  all  Indians,  this  is  a start  and  we  have  the  right  people 
doing  it.  This  is  not  23  years  ago  and  this  is  part  of  moving  forward 
to  the  future.  We  don't  have  to  ask  what  happened  to  Anna  Mae  because 
we  know.  We  will  have  Dustice  for  Anna  Mae  and  we  will  fulfill  her 
dreams.  It  would  be  totally  disrespectful  not  to. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  (La  Che) 

PO  Box  681,  Rimrock,  AZ  86335 

Tel.  # 520-567-7229  (my  e-mail  address)  bbmicmac@sedona.net 
NOT  Pbbmicmac 

Too  Many  have  sold  out.  We  will  not. 

Websites : http : //members . aol . com/a pi ctou/pictou- brans combe . html 
http : / /www. dickshovel . com/ annalay.html 

"RE : March  27  1999"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Mar  1999  19:59:31  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Subj : March  27th,  1999/Anna  Mae 

Newsgroups : soc . culture . native, alt . native 

bbmicmac@sedona . net 

This  is  a request  that  I ask  of  all  you.  I ask  that  you  take  Saturday, 
the  27th  of  March  as  a day  of  remembrance  of  my  cousin. 

It  is  her  birthday.  I ask  that  you  share  her  story  and  the  stand 
that  was  made  at  Wounded  Knee  73.  Remember  the  years  73  to  76; 

Remember  all  who  have  fallen. 

I ask  this  to  be  done  in  prayer,  a peaceful  manner,  a potluck/ 
feast,  dedicate  something  to  Anna  Mae,  a piece  of  work,  helping 
someone  out,  requesting  Larry  Long's  song  about  Anna  Mae  on  the  radio 
or  just  listen  to  it.  Take  your  children  fishing,  do  something  with 
your  family.  Seek  peace,  if  it  is  only  a moment  of  silence. 

Make  it  a special  day  of  remembrance  to  Debbie  and  Denise, 

Anna  Mae's  daughters  and  her  grandchildren . 

Remember  the  good  works  by  all,  yes,  we  all  know  there  is  problems, 
but  there  is  no  problem  we  can't  deal  with. 

Feel  free  to  call  or  to  e-mail  me  if  you  have  anything  to  share  with 
me  or  my  family.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  (La  Che) 

520- 567-7229/bbmicmac@sedona . net 

— "RE:  Leonard's  New  Book"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  10:11:32  -0500 
From:  Kdawn  <Oakbuddy@Southernet . net> 

Subj:  LEONARD'S  NEW  BOOK 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

NWLPSG : 

Hello- - 

This  is  Harvey  Arden,  editor  of  Leonard  Peltier's  forthcoming  book 
PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE. 

Here's  the  notice  we're  sending  out:  Please  spread  the  word  to  all  you 
know. 


What  can  you  do  to  win  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom? 


Become,  as  Leonard  says,  "an  army  of  one"--in  concert  with  millions  of 
other  "armies  of  one." 


To  begin,  HELP  GET  THE  WORD  OUT!  Order  advance  copies  of  Leonard's  book 
PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  directly  from  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  (LPDC).  The  book  will  be  published  by  St.  Martin's 
Press  in  Dune,  and  can  now  be  ADVANCE-ORDERED  from  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee--$25  each,  which  includes  shipping. 

LPDC ' s tel#:  785-842-  5774. 

Their  address:  PO  BOX  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044. 

E-mail:  LPDC@idir.net. 

By  buying  now  IN  ADVANCE  from  LPDC,  profits  go  directly  to  the  accelerating 
struggle  for  Leonard's  freedom--and  freedom  for  all  political  prisoners. 

LPDC  will  also  arrange  best  discount  on  bulk  orders  to  groups  and 
organizations  who  want  to  sell  the  book. 

Also  recommend  people  subscribe  to  LPDC's  bimonthly  newsletter 
SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE--$12;  $7  for  seniors;  $22  internationally; 
free  to  prisoners. 

Every  issue  has  a personal  message  from  Leonard--and  great  articles  about 
THE  STRUGGLE.  Any  additional  donations  to  LPDC  right  NOW,  even  five 
bucks,  can  make  a BIG  difference! 

Contact  LPDC  and  make  reservations  for  the  major  LEONARD  PELTIER  ORGANIZING 
CONFERENCE  to  be  held  this  coming  Dune  25-27--24th  anniversary  of  the 
Incident  at  Oglala--at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  Ks. 
Help  us  make  it  a GIGANTIC  success! 

Further  information  on  the  LPDC  website  at: 
http : //members . xoom. com/f reepeltier/index. html 
In  the  spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

/Harvey  Arden 

"RE : Dustice  Withdraws  Order  for  Autopsy"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  12:10:47  -0800 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msa j . com> 

Subj : Dustice  of  Peace  backs  down  on  Kickapoo  autopsy 

http : //www. express news . com : 80/pantheon/news -bus/ state/ 1816a lhb . shtml 

Dustice  withdraws  order  for  autopsy 
By  Carmina  Danini 
Express-News  Staff  Writer 

Saying  that  determining  the  cause  of  death  of  a young  woman  was 
outweighed  by  the  religious  objection  of  the  Kickapoo  Indian  tribe,  a 
Maverick  County  justice  of  the  peace  Wednesday  rescinded  her  order  for  an 
autopsy. 

Dustice  of  the  Peace  Martha  Chacon  withdrew  her  original  order  for  an 
autopsy  to  be  conducted  in  Bexar  County  following  a nearly  daylong  inquest 
in  Eagle  Pass. 

The  inquest  was  held  to  delve  into  the  death  of  Norma  Rodriguez,  a 
Kickapoo  who  died  March  2 in  Eagle  Pass,  said  Maverick  County  Attorney 
Ernest  Mireles. 

Rodriguez's  body  was  found  in  her  home  outside  the  Kickapoo  Reservation 
near  Eagle  Pass. 

"With  the  cooperation  of  the  Texas  Rangers  and  the  tribe,  we  sifted 
through  the  evidence  and  the  DP  withdrew  her  order,"  Mireles  said.  "It 
pretty  much  stops  there  because  she  (Chacon)  is  ruling  out  foul  play  at 
this  time." 

In  her  order,  Chacon  said  Rodriguez's  death  was  not  "occasioned  by  the 
illegal  act  of  any  third  person  and  the  objections  of  the  Kickapoo  Tribe 
being  sincere  and  strongly  held  against  the  disinterment  and  mutilation  of 
the  body  . . . the  interest  of  the  court  in  ascertaining  the  true  cause  of 
death  is  outweighed  by  the  religious  objections  of  her  people." 

On  Tuesday,  over  the  objections  of  Kickapoos  who  called  it  an  insult,  U. 

S.  District  Dudge  Orlando  Garcia  of  San  Antonio  ruled  that  the  tribe  could 


not  halt  the  exhumation  of  Rodriguez's  remains. 

Chacon  ordered  an  autopsy  after  the  woman's  body  was  found,  but  tribe 
members,  following  Kickapoo  custom,  took  the  body  from  a funeral  home  and 
buried  it  before  noon  the  next  day. 

Garcia  said  the  Kickapoo' s religious  beliefs  did  not  outweigh  state  law 
mandating  an  autopsy. 

Lawyers  for  the  tribe  said  they  would  not  have  opposed  an  autopsy  had 
Rodriguez  been  murdered. 

They  noted  Rodriguez  had  locked  her  house  from  the  inside  and 
authorities  had  to  break  down  the  door  to  enter  the  residence. 

Rodriguez,  they  said,  was  known  to  inhale  paint  fumes  and  she  may  have 
died  from  an  overdose. 

Wednesday,  Mar  17,1999  (c)  1999  San  Antonio  Express-News 

"RE : UN  Amor  Report"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  1999  13:33:17  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : UN  Amor  Report 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DavidOrr@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  1999  15:41:20  EST 

Subj:  U.N.:  Protect  Indian  Sites  in  U.S. 

U.N.:  Protect  Indian  Sites  in  U.S. 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

GENEVA  (AP)  --  Laws  and  attitudes  in  the  United  States  should  take 
greater  account  of  the  beliefs  and  traditions  of  American  Indians,  a U.N. 
investigator  into  religious  intolerance  said  in  a report  published 
Wednesday. 

Abdelfattah  Amor  said  after  a 15-day  study  trip  to  the  United  States 
that  the  country  was  generally  open  to  all  religions,  but  said  there  was  a 
need  to  protect  sacred  Indian  sites. 

"It  is  essential  to  make  society  and  the  whole  of  the  administrative  and 
political  apparatus  aware  of  the  indigenous  peoples'  religions  and 
spiritual  beliefs,"  said  Amor,  a Tunisian. 

Amor  went  to  Mount  Graham,  Ariz.,  where  telescopes  are  being  constructed 
by  the  University  of  Arizona  on  a site  sacred  to  the  Apaches.  He  also 
visited  the  Black  Mesa  region  of  Arizona,  where  two  tribes  are  involved 
in  a dispute  over  a piece  of  land  after  the  resettlement  of  Indian 
families . 

Amor  said  Indians  carrying  ceremonial  instruments  and  objects  were 
sometimes  arrested  at  frontiers,  Indian  prisoners  had  religious  practices 
banned  for  security  reasons  and  some  Indian  children  were  made  to  cut 
their  hair  by  schools. 

Among  minority  religions  in  the  United  States,  Dews  were  "satisfied  with 
their  lot  as  a whole,"  Amor  said.  There  were  more  problems  for  Muslims, 
he  said,  accusing  some  segments  of  the  media  of  displaying  racial  and 
religious  intolerance. 

The  report  will  be  discussed  during  the  six-week  meeting  of  the  U.N. 
Human  Rights  Commission,  which  begins  in  Geneva  on  Monday. 

AP-NY-03-17-99  1513EST 

Copyright  1998  The  Associated  Press. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 


http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Elders  Need  Food  and  Livestock  Feed"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  20:15:31  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Elders  need  food  and  livestock  feed 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  18:52:50  -0500 

From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

For  those  that  may  not  be  aware,  Bonnie  (Whitesinger)  has  severe  kidney 
disease  and  has  to  undergo  dialysis  3 times  a week.  She  remains  in  the 
struggle,  but  suffers  a lot.  Prayers  would  be  most  appreciated. 

Marsha  informed  me  that  the  Dine'  Elders  are  in  desperate  need  of  hay 
and  feed  to  be  shipped  in  for  their  animals.  They  have  no  money  to  feed 
them  and  are  still  fearing  impoundments  of  the  animals  they  do  have 
left.  I cannot  stress  enough  the  dire  need  for  monetary  donations  for 
the  feed/hay  and  for  those  that  can  make  the  arrangements  with  farmers 
or  individuals  that  can  donate  hay  and  feed  and  have  it  trucked  in  to 
the  Elders.  Donations  should  be  made  out  to  Sol  Communications;  with 
"Big  Mountain  Feed"  in  the  memo  field,  and  sent  to  the  address  below. 

Sol  Communications  does  have  a non-profit  status  and  can  provide 
receipts  for  donations  upon  request. 

Also,  canned  meats  are  needed  for  the  Elders,  and  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  The  donations  of  canned  meats  can  be  sent  to  the  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation  at  the  address  below  where  they  can  be  distributed. 

Monetary  Donations: 

Sol  Communications 

6303  Fair  Avenue 

N.  Hollywood,  CA  91606 

Email:  meyesol@eudoramail.com 

http : //www. solcommunications . com/ 

Donations  of  Canned  Meats: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
P.O.  Box  1968 
Kaibeto,  AZ  86053 
Email:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
Thank  you. 

In  Struggle, 

Kathy 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
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"RE;  Alaska  Natives  and  Subsistence  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  10:30:41  +0100 

From:  bfw2@cornell.edu  (Native  Americas  Journal) 

Subj:  ALASKA  NATIVES  AND  SUBSISTENCE  RIGHTS 

Newsgroups : alt . politics . equality, alt.culture.alaska,alt. native, 
alt . survival, alt . society. sovereign 


The  following  article  is  provided  by  Native  Americas,  published  by  the 


Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay 
informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the 
hemisphere  visit  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu 

ALASKA  NATIVES  AND  SUBSISTENCE  RIGHTS 
BY  TIM  BRISTOL/NATIVE  AMERICAS 

Despite  years  of  waiting  and  several  unfulfilled  promises,  it  appears 
that  Alaska  Natives  and  rural  residents  will  finally  gain  full  protection 
of  their  subsistence  rights  this  fall. 

Proposed  regulations  outlining  expansion  of  federal  fish  and  game 
management  to  about  60  percent  of  Alaska's  waterways  were  published  for 
public  review  in  early  January.  At  a press  conference  outlining  the  draft 
regulations.  Department  of  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbit  said  the 
federal  government  would  assume  management  of  fish  resources  on  a majority 
of  Alaska's  rivers  and  lakes  by  Oct.  1,  1999. 

The  State  of  Alaska  can  still  stave  off  this  expansion  of  federal  power 
by  amending  its  constitution.  Opinion  polls  have  consistently  indicated 
Alaska  residents  want  the  chance  to  vote  on  a constitutional  amendment 
which  would  bring  state  subsistence  management  laws  in  line  with  federal 
law.  So  far,  Alaska's  lawmakers  are  ignoring  the  polls. 

The  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act  requires  that  fish 
and  game  resources  on  federally  owned  lands  be  managed  for  a "rural 
preference."  If,  for  example,  hunter  demand  for  moose  on  a certain  parcel 
of  federal  land  exceeds  the  bag  limits  established  by  biologists, 
urban-area  hunters  would  have  their  hunting  privileges  curtailed  first. 

This  preferential  treatment  for  rural  residents  has  infuriated  Alaska's 
urban-dwelling  hunters,  but  for  Alaska  Natives,  a majority  of  whom  still 
live  in  rural  areas,  the  rural  priority  guaranteed  by  ANILCA  is  of  vital 
importance  to  their  way  of  life. 

Alaska  Native  leaders  praised  Babbit's  announcement.  Their  positive 
comments  were  a far  cry  from  the  fury  expressed  a few  short  months  ago, 
when  Babbit  brokered  a deal  with  Alaska  Sen.  Ted  Stevens  to  stall  federal 
takeover  for  another  year.  Originally,  the  federal  government  planned  to 
expand  its  subsistence  management  jurisdiction,  Dec.  1,  1998.  But  in 
exchange  for  waiting  one  more  year.  Babbit  received  an  $11  million  funding 
guarantee  from  Stevens,  the  chairman  of  the  powerful  Congressional 
Appropriations  Committee.  The  delay  sparked  a boiling  point  for  Alaska 
Natives,  who  have  watched  a 1994  Supreme  Court  decision  supporting  a rural 
preference  on  federal  waterways  management  stalled  by  a series  of 
"moratoriums . " 

"Secretary  Babbit  has  breached  his  promises  and  his  trust  responsibilities 
to  the  Alaska  Native  community.  It's  an  unforgivable  act,"  said  Native 
American  Rights  Fund  attorney  Heather  Kendall-Miller  in  response  to  the 
1998  delay  decision. 

Julie  Kitka,  head  of  the  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives,  went  so  far  as  to 
call  for  Babbit's  resignation  - a bold  step  considering  Babbit  is  generally 
regarded  as  a supporter  of  Alaska  Natives.  It  was  under  Babbit's  watch 
that  226  Alaska  Native  groups  gained  federal  tribal  recognition. 

Conspicuous  in  its  absence  was  criticism  of  Alaska's  Congressional 
delegation  - particularly  Stevens,  the  person  probably  most  responsible 
for  stalling  the  subsistence  takeover. 

As  chairman  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  Stevens  holds  the 
purse  strings  for  many  federal  agencies,  including  Babbit's  Interior 
Department.  Oftentimes  agencies,  programs,  even  people,  have  been  stripped 
of  funding  by  Stevens.  Babbit  may  have  decided  obtaining  cash  in  exchange 
for  ten  months  of  delays  was  a good  deal. 

The  fate  of  fisheries  management  in  Alaska  is  now  back  in  the  hands  of 
the  Alaska  State  Legislature.  As  another  legislative  session  begins,  there 
is  little  impetus  to  amend  the  state  constitution  to  allow  for  rural 
priority. 

Out  in  the  bush,  where  subsistence  is  a way  of  life,  not  a political 
football,  Alaska  Natives  continue  to  hunt  and  fish  and  trap. 

And  wait. 


"RE : Chesapeake  Indian  Burial  Mound"  - 

Date:  11  Mar  1999  21:50:01  GMT 
From:  woodowl@aol.com  (Wood  Owl) 

Subj : Chesapeake  Indian  Burial  Mound 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

Posting  of  this  message  was  authorized  by  Oliver  Perry,  Sr. 

On  April  26,  1997,  the  repatriated  remains  of  64  of  the  Chesapeake 
Indian  tribe  were  re-interred  at  First  Landing/Seashore  State  Park  in 
Virginia  Beach,  VA.  Oliver  Perry,  Chief  Emeritus  of  the  Nansemond  Tribe, 
representing  the  eight  state-recognized  tribes  of  Virginia,  and  the 
Virginia  Council  of  Indians,  coordinated  the  ceremony.  The  reburial  was 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  several  state  and  federal  agencies  and  the 
City  of  Virginia  Beach.  In  addition  to  chiefs  and  members  of  Virginia 
tribes,  representatives  from  many  Indian  tribes  across  the  U.S.  and  from 
the  local  Indian  community  also  attended  and  participated  in  the  sacred 
ceremony. 

These  remains  had  been  unearthed  in  the  Great  Neck  area  of  Virginia 
Beach,  an  area  important  because  of  the  record  preserved  there  of  the 
lifeways  of  people  who  lived  there  from  500  BC  to  1500  AD. 

The  burial  site  is  located  on  a sandy  knoll  in  the  woods  close  to  the 
parking  area  adjacent  to  the  Visitors  Center  of  the  park.  The  sacred 
grave  site  is  currently  unprotected  from  foot  traffic  and  two-wheel 
vehicles.  Our  goal  and  objective  is  to  construct  a cedar  fence  (post-and- 
two-rail)  around  the  burial  site,  with  low  growing  vegetation  covering  the 
mound  itself,  and  with  white  dogwood  trees  around  the  perimeter.  The 
estimated  cost  for  this  protection  project  is  between  $4000  and  $5000. 

Contributions  to  assist  in  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  fence, 
mound  covering,  and  trees,  may  be  made  to  the  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal 
Association  (N.I.T.A.).  The  mailing  address  is: 

N.I.T.A. 

P.O.  Box  2095 
Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Contributions  are  tax-deductible. 

The  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  has  a 501  (c)(3)  tax  status. 

Posted  by  WoodOwl@aol.com,  for  Oliver  Perry,  Sr. 

"RE;  Buffalo  Blockade  Raided"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  00:29:43  -0600 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Field  Campaign) 

Subj:  Florse  Butte  Tripod  Blockade  Raided,  6 volunteers  arrested 

Dear  Buffalo  Supporters- 

Well,  it  is  probably  not  a coincidence  that  the  Department  of  Livestock 
chose  today,  the  day  when  a bill  was  introduced  into  the  state  Legislature 
to  remove  the  DOL  from  bison  management,  to  raid  our  nearly  two-month  long 
blockade  that  had  effectively  stopped  them  from  constructing  a new  capture 
facility  on  Horse  Butte.  They  wouldn't  want  to  look  like  they  were  beaten 
by  a bunch  of  tenacious  resisters!  So  in  a show  of  bravado, they  removed  the 
tripods  with  a plow,  excavator,  cherry  picker,  and  bulldozer,  in  order  to 
take  two  non-violent  buffalo  defenders  off  to  jail  in  the  paddy  wagon.  Then 
later,  four  volunteers  who  were  walking  with  four  buffalo  were  falsely 
arrested  by  the  Department  of  Livestock.  We  can't  stand  by  and  let  free 
speech  be  trampled,  buffalo  captured  and  killed,  and  public  outrage  be 
ignored . . . 

please  take  a moment  for  a few  phone  calls  to  let  these  public  officials 
know  that  they  are  responsible  to  more  than  just  the  livestock  industry. 
Call  the  DOL  at  (406)  444-2023  and  ask  them  why  they  continue  to  kill  bull 
buffalo  who  have  no  way  of  transmitting  brucellosis  and  why  they  continue 
to  waste  your  tax  money. 

Call  USDA  Secretary  Daniel  Glickman,  (Telephone:  202-720-3631;  Fax: 


202-720-2166)  and  tell  him  to  let  buffalo  be  protected  like  all  other 
wildlife  on  public  lands. 

Call  USDA,  APHIS  Administrator  Dr.  Craig  Reed  (Telephone:  202-720-3668; 

Fax:  202-720-3054)  and  tell  them  not  to  fund  DOL  projects  that  trap  and 
kill  buffalo  outside  of  Yellowstone. 

Let  Governor  Racicot  know  that  you  hold  him  responsible  for  every  buffalo 
killed  in  Montana,  and  that  he  should  have  the  courage  to  stop  the  killing. 
(Phone  (406)  444-3111. 

Thank  you  for  your  support,  and  please  keep  the  pressure  on  these  officials 
and  decision  makers.  We  are  the  only  voices  that  the  buffalo  have  right 
now! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Department  of  Livestock  Raids  Tripod  Blockade 
2 volunteers  arrested. 

DOL  and  Forest  Service  sign  permit  for  new  buffalo  capture  facility  on 
Horse  Butte.  Two  More  Bull  Buffalo  Shipped  to  Slaughter  Yesterday. 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  18,  1999 

Media  Contacts:  Sue  Nackoney,  Mike  Mease  (406)  646-0070 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE,  MT - This  morning,  over  20  officials  including  Department 
of  Livestock  agents  in  cooperation  with  Gallatin  County  Sheriff,  Highway 
Patrol,  and  Forest  Service  law  enforcement  closed  the  area  around  the  base 
of  the  tripod  structures  on  the  Gallatin  National  Forest,  outside  of  West 
Yellowstone,  MT.  The  blockade  has  been  occupied  by  Buffalo  Field  Camp 
volunteers  since  January  25,  1999.  One  volunteer,  Donald  Fontenot,  age  35 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  was  arrested  at  the  base  of  the  tripods  around  10:00 
this  morning  when  he  tried  to  climb  into  one  of  the  platforms.  Summer 
Nelson,  22,  of  Missoula,  was  arrested  at  3:00  p.m.  after  she  was  removed  by 
a cherrypicker  from  a platform  suspended  from  the  back  end  of  the  150  foot 
long  blockade  of  5 interlocking  tripods.  She  was  locked  to  the  structure 
from  her  platform  30  feet  in  the  air  in  order  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
blockade  until  her  arms  were  removed  from  the  locking  device  and  she  was 
taken  into  custody  by  Gallatin  County  Sheriffs.  She  is  being  charged  with 
maintaining  an  unauthorized  structure  and  resisting  arrest. 

On  March  16,  the  Department  of  Livestock  signed  their  permit  to  construct 
a new  bison  trap  on  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  on  Horse  Butte,  which  they 
had  delayed  signing  for  a month  and  a half  because  they  did  not  want  to 
assume  legal  liability  for  removal  of  the  tripod  blockade.  Plowing  of  the 
road  has  begun.  Construction  of  the  facility  has  not  begun  yet. 

Tripod  sitter  Summer  Nelson  stated,  "I  have  been  in  West  Yellowstone  for 
the  past  several  winters,  and  am  appalled  at  the  buffalo  slaughter.  I am 
here  to  speak  for  the  buffalo  until  they  are  safe  outside  of  Yellowstone. 
This  has  been  a hard  winter,  as  snow  is  deep  in  the  park  and  the  buffalo 
are  hungry.  Horse  Butte  has  the  earliest  available  forage,  it  is  critical 
winter  habitat  for  these  buffalo.  It  is  time  that  the  state  recognized  that 
trapping  and  killing  buffalo  is  unnecessary  and  ludicrous,  and  stand  up  for 
a change." 

Recently  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  amended  their  grazing  permits  for 
all  ranchers  with  allotments  surrounding  Yellowstone.  All  ranchers  have 
agreed  to  comply  with  the  new  terms,  which  will  prohibit  the  return  of 
cattle  until  30  to  60  days  after  buffalo  return  to  the  park,  and  no  earlier 
than  June  15.  The  summer  grazing  on  Horse  Butte  amounts  to  172  cow/calf 
pairs.  This  grazing  allotment  brings  in  less  than  $800  to  the  U.S. 
Treasury. 

"There  is  no  reason  for  the  DOL  to  pursue  such  an  aggressive  course  of 
action  towards  the  buffalo  on  Horse  Butte,  in  light  of  the  recent  grazing 
modifications  and  the  growing  public  opinion  supporting  the  buffalo.  The 
DOL  is  just  flexing  their  political  muscles  in  a war  that  defies  all  logic 
where  the  buffalo  are  the  victims.  Why  does  the  DOL  insist  upon  using 
$500,000  of  our  tax  dollars  for  killing  more  of  Yellowstone's  buffalo,  all 
in  the  name  of  cattle  who  return  less  than  $800  to  the  U.S.  Treasury?" 
stated  Sue  Nackoney,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  spokesperson. 

Yesterday,  March  17,  the  DOL  sent  2 bull  bison  to  slaughter  from  their 
Duck  Creek  capture  facility.  One  bull  and  two  calves  were  released  onto 
Horse  Butte.  Buffalo  Field  Camp  volunteers  stand  by  their  commitment  to 


protect  buffalo  from  the  traps  and  guns  of  the  DOL. 

"The  recent  actions  of  the  DOL  are  just  one  more  nail  in  the  coffin  of 
an  agency  that  should  have  no  authority  to  manage  bison.  A bill  is  being 
introduced  today  in  the  Montana  Legislature  that  will  remove  the  DOL  from 
bison  management.  Let's  look  at  some  sane  approaches  to  solving  this 
problem,  not  these  reactionary  and  illogical  decisions  of  the  DOL  that  only 
waste  taxpayer  money  and  the  public's  good  faith,"  said  Mike  Mease,  Buffalo 
Field  Campaign  spokesperson. 

"Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteers  will  be  here  to  stand  with  these 
buffalo  until  they  are  free  to  live  on  their  winter  habitat  without  being 
chased,  captured,  or  killed.  Until  this  happens,  many  of  us  feel  in  our 
hearts  that  non-violent  direct  action  is  the  only  way  to  stop  this  senseless 
tragedy,"  said  Michael  Bowersox,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  spokesperson. 

Video  Footage  Available  upon  Request.  Scanned  still  photos  available 
from  our  website, 
www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 

formerly  Buffalo  Nations 

P.0.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 

Phone  (406)  646-0070  Fax  (406)  646-0071 

E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Department  of  Livestock  Falsely  Arrests  Four  Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
Volunteers 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  18,  1999 
Media  Contact:  Sue  Nackoney,  (406)  646-0070 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE-  This  evening  at  6:30  p.m.  as  four  Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
volunteers  walked  alongside  four  buffalo  in  the  Horse  Butte  area  of  the 
Gallatin  National  Forest,  they  were  arrested  by  Department  of  Livestock 
agents.  One  volunteer,  Pete  Leusch,  age  32,  of  Driggs,  Idaho,  was  tackled 
and  forced  to  the  ground  by  a DOL  agent  although  he  did  nothing  to  resist 
arrest.  Daniel  Brister,  age  29,  a graduate  student  at  the  University  of 
Montana  in  Missoula,  was  arrested  after  he  videotaped  the  arrests  of  the 
other  volunteers  and  attempted  to  leave  with  permission  of  the  law 
enforcement.  Desse  Haag,  17,  and  Michael  Mease,  36,  were  also  arrested 
after  Pete  Leusch  was  tackled. 

3esse  Haag  was  cited  and  released  in  West  Yellowstone.  He  is  charged  with 
obstructing  a peace  officer.  The  other  three  were  arrested  and  taken  to 
Gallatin  County  Hail  in  Bozeman.  Their  charges  have  not  yet  been  released. 
They  are  being  held  in  jail  overnight. 

The  four  bull  buffalo  had  walked  for  over  10  miles  from  inside  Yellowstone 
Park  at  Duck  Creek  during  the  day.  Volunteers  had  monitored  their  movements 
and  walked  with  them  during  their  entire  journey  to  Horse  Butte. 

"This  afternoon  I was  with  those  same  buffalo  for  a few  hours,  on  the  same 
National  Forest.  When  I was  at  the  arrest,  I told  the  police  that  I had 
been  shepherding  those  buffalo  earlier  and  had  not  been  arrested,  so  why 
were  they  arresting  these  people  for  doing  the  same  thing?"  stated  Marcus 
Baker,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteer. 

"It's  bad  enough  that  the  DOL  is  spending  half  a million  dollars  on  their 
new  capture  facility,  but  now  they  have  to  waste  more  tax  dollars  arresting 
people  for  doing  nothing  more  than  taking  a walk  in  their  National  Forest? 
The  policies  of  bison  management  are  becoming  more  ludicrous  all  the  time," 
stated  Sue  Nackoney,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  spokesperson. 

Earlier  today.  Department  of  Livestock,  Gallatin  County,  Highway  Patrol, 
Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks,  and  US  Forest  Service  officials  arrested  two 
volunteers  for  occupying  a tripod  blockade  on  Forest  Service  road  610  in 
order  to  stop  the  construction  of  a new  capture  facility.  The  blockade  has 
been  entirely  removed,  and  plowing  of  the  road  610  is  almost  complete. 
Construction  of  the  facility  has  not  begun  yet. 

Video  Footage  Available  upon  Request.  Scanned  still  photos  available  from 
our  website, 

www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 


PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Buffalo-talk  is  a service  of  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  and  the  Wild  Rockies 
InfoNet  at  http://www.wildrockies.org. 

Subscribe:  mailto : Buffalo-Talk-on@vortex.wildrockies . org 
Unsubscribe:  mailto: Buff a lo- Talk- off @vortex. wild roc kies . org 
News  Submissions  or  Problems:  mailto:  buffalo-talk@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Stoney  Point  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Mar  1999  00:41:41  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Stoney  Point:  legal  update 

1.  Ipperwash  lawsuit:  Premier  will  testify 

2.  Cops  let  off  the  hook  for  beating  Cecil  Bernard  George 


HARRIS,  CABINET  MINISTERS  TO  TESTIFY  ABOUT  IPPERWASH  SHOOTING 
Canadian  Press,  March  13,  1999  by  lames  McCarten 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

TORONTO  (CP)  - Ontario  Premier  Mike  Harris  will  be  forced  to  testify  in 
December  about  his  role  in  a 1995  conflict  that  led  to  the  shooting  death 
of  native  protester  Dudley  George. 

Harris,  Attorney  General  Charles  Harnick  and  Solicitor  General  Bob 
Runciman  were  all  summoned  to  an  examination  for  discovery  Friday  as  part 
of  a civil  suit  by  George's  family.  [S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  civil  action  is 
supported  by  only  some  members  of  the  family;  others  who  were  close  to 
Dudley  have  publicly  distanced  themselves  from  it.] 

It  will  be  the  first  time  an  Ontario  premier  has  been  questioned  under 
oath  in  a civil  proceeding.  Harris  is  slated  to  begin  his  testimony  Dec.  8 
at  a Toronto  law  firm.  Runciman  is  scheduled  to  testify  Sept.  8 and  Harnick 
Oct.  6.  All  three  will  be  asked  about  the  use  of  force  by  provincial  police 
to  quell  the  uprising  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  in  September  1995. 

George  was  shot  and  killed  by  acting  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  on  Sept.  6,  1995, 
when  police  confronted  natives  protesting  the  alleged  desecration  of  their 
ancestors'  burial  grounds  at  the  park  on  Lake  Huron. 

Cecil  Bernard  George,  who  is  unrelated,  suffered  a severe  beating  in  the 
standoff. 

The  Tory  government  in  Ontario  has  refused  to  hold  an  inquiry  until  the 
criminal  and  civil  matters  surrounding  the  case  are  resolved.  The  civil 
suit  alleges  police  were  pressed  to  bypass  their  usual  tactics  of 
negotiation  in  favour  of  sending  a paramilitary  unit  into  the  park  to 
confront  the  protesters. 

Activists  lobbying  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  shooting  have  filed 
grievances  with  the  United  Nations  and  submitted  a legal  opinion  to  Indian 
Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart.  The  opinion,  drafted  by  a York  University 
law  professor,  argues  that  Ottawa  has  the  power  and  the  responsibility  to 
call  an  inquiry  if  Ontario  refuses  to  do  so. 


POLICE  BEAT  CHARGES  IN  IPPERWASH  ASSAULT 
Windspeaker,  March  1999,  by  Marie  Burke 

Toronto  - The  18-month  re-investigation  into  the  severe  beating  Cecil 
Bernard  George  suffered  at  the  hands  of  police  during  his  arrest  did  not 
result  in  any  charges  being  laid  against  members  of  the  Ontario  Provincial 
Police.  George  was  one  of  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  First  Nation 
protesters  involved  in  the  blockade  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  in  1995. 
George  was  beaten  into  unconsciousness  and  suffered  28  visible  wounds  to 
his  body  apparently  inflicted  by  clubs  and  by  repeatedly  being  kicked,  said 


sources . 

The  Special  Investigation  Unit  determined  there  were  no  reasonable 
grounds  to  support  accusations  that  police  used  excessive  force  in  their 
arrest  of  George.  The  SIU  is  a non-police  agency  that  investigates 
instances  regarding  police  and  civilians  where  there  has  been  injury  or 
death  that  could  warrant  charges. 

"If  you  defend  your  rights,  we  will  beat  you  in  the  night  and  you 
can't  do  anything  about  it,"  said  Murray  Klippenstien  about  what  the  SIU 
decision  means  to  him.  Klippenstien  is  the  lawyer  who  is  acting  for  the 
Dudley  George  family.  Dudley  George  was  killed  by  an  OPP  officer  in  a land 
claim  protest  during  the  same  blockade.  Klippenstien  stated  that  if  SIU 
concludes  there  is  no  way  of  finding  out  which  officers  inflicted  28  wounds 
to  George  with  30  or  more  police  witnesses,  then  they  are  either 
incompetent  or  there  is  a cover-up  of  the  evidence  or  both.  "It  defies 
logic  that  eight  or  10  people  who  are  trained  observers  didn't  see 
anything.  That  is  a ridiculous  result,"  said  Klippenstien.  He  questioned 
the  evidence  police  have  available  about  the  arrest  of  George.  "You  have  to 
wonder  if  the  police  keep  no  records.  Maybe  it's  a matter  of  will  rather 
than  fact,"  said  Klippenstien.  The  George  lawyer  speculated  that  it  might 
be  willful  strategic  blindness  on  the  part  of  the  police. 

In  a statement  released  Feb.  11,  Peter  Tinsely,  the  director  of  the 
Special  Investigation  Unit,  reports  there  was  no  credible  and  reliable 
evidence  to  warrant  criminal  charges  against  the  OPP.  Tinsley  reports  to 
the  Attorney  General. 

It  is  the  second  time  the  SIU  has  looked  at  the  events  surrounding  the 
Ipperwash  stand-off  between  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  First  Nation 
protesters  and  the  OPP.  In  1996,  a former  director  of  the  SIU  recommended  a 
further  investigation  into  the  beating  of  George.  In  a 1996  report,  it  was 
established  George's  injuries  were  a result  of  a violent  confrontation 
where  some  officers  "apparently"  used  excessive  force.  The  investigation 
concluded  that  no  charges  could  be  laid  because  no  one  could  identify  the 
OPP  officers  who  struck  George. 

"Firstly  and  consistent  with  the  finding  in  the  Duly  1996  SIU  report, 
there  is  no  evidence  capable  of  establishing  the  identities  of  the  officers 
alleged  to  have  assaulted  Mr.  George  with  the  use  of  excessive  force. 
Secondly,  I have  determined  that  based  upon  the  available  evidence,  there 
are  no  reasonable  grounds  to  support  the  conclusion  that  the  police  used 
excessive  force  in  all  of  the  circumstances  of  this  arrest,"  said  Tinsley 
in  the  statement.  The  lengthy  SIU  re-investigation  heard  statements  from 
more  than  50  police  officers  as  witnesses  and  more  than  20  civilians, 
including  First  Nation  people  involved  in  the  confrontation  at  Ipperwash. 
The  SIU  director  noted  that  the  evidence  established  George  was  struck  by 
"some"  OPP  officers  during  his  arrest,  but  stated  officers  were  engaged  in 
the  execution  of  their  lawful  duties  to  control  the  aggressive  crowd  of 
protesters . 

"The  George  family  thinks  it  would  be  an  outrage  if  the  books  are 
closed  on  the  beating  of  Bernard,"  said  Klippenstien.  Klippenstien  has 
filed  a $7  million  civil  lawsuit  against  the  former  OPP  commissioner  and 
the  premier  of  the  provincial  government  on  behalf  of  the  George  family  for 
the  wrongful  death  of  Dudley  George.  A great  deal  of  documentation  to  come 
out  in  the  civil  trial  that  the  George  family  is  entitled  to  will  shed 
light  on  the  beating  of  Bernard  George,  he  said. 

The  Ontario  government  is  refusing  to  call  an  public  inquiry  into  the 
Ipperwash  protest. 

The  lawyer  has  finally  received  hundreds  of  documents  from  the  OPP  on 
the  Ipperwash  incident  and  is  now  waiting  for  the  courts  to  force  the 
Ontario  government  to  disclose  documentation  related  to  the  shooting  of 
Dudley  George. 

The  Ontario  government  appeared  in  court  on  Dan.  26  filing  a 
counter-attack  motion  to  throw  out  the  civil  lawsuit.  Klippenstien  sees  the 
motion  as  another  stalling  tactic  that  won't  work  against  the  lawsuit.  "The 
action  is  not  in  jeopardy.  We  will  appeal  if  the  decision  is  granted  for 
the  government.  The  government  is  using  huge  amounts  of  taxpayers'  money  to 
stall  this  case,"  said  Klippenstien. 

Letters  to  Windspeaker  - mailto:edwind@ammsa.com 


S.I.S.I.S.  note:  In  Ontario,  the  NDP  and  Liberal  opposition  continue  to 
press  for  an  inquiry  into  the  1995  Aazhoodena/Stoney  Point  (aka  Ipperwash) 
incident  and  the  Dudley  George  shooting.  By  contrast,  in  BC  both  the  NDP 
government  and  the  opposition  parties  collude  in  a full-fledged  coverup  of 
the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  - the  largest  joint  police  and  military 
operation  in  Canadian  history.  Both  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
have  thus  far  refused  to  order  public  inquiries  into  either  incident. 

For  more  information  on  the  Gustafsen  standoff  and  to  support  the  demand 
for  a public  inquiry  please  visit: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 
For  more  information  on  the  murder  of  Dudley  George  and  the  Aazhoodena 
Sovereignty  struggle  he  died  for,  please  visit: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SIS IS/ Ipperwash/ arch01 . html 
or  contact  Pierre  George:  Email:  czavitz@xcelco.on.ca  ("Remember  Dudley 
George"  Posters  are  also  available) 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  DUDLEY  GEORGE  - WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
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March  14,  1999 

Innu  need  health  centre  --  documents 

OTTAWA  (CP)  --  The  Innu  of  Davis  Inlet  will  probably  repeat  tragedies 
like  suicide,  addiction  and  abuse  at  their  new  community  unless  they  get 
the  healing  centre  they've  been  requesting  for  six  years,  say  federal 
documents . 

Notes  prepared  for  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  last  August  say 
Innu  on  the  small  isolated  Labrador  island  need  major  help  and  Ottawa 
should  pay  most  of  the  bill. 

Yet  no  centre  has  been  created  and  a regional  department  head  said 
bureaucrats  are  frustrated  by  the  village's  problems. 

The  Innu  are  due  to  move  to  Sango  Bay  on  the  mainland  in  two  years,  an 
$85-million  project  offering  room  to  expand,  better  access  to  hunting 
grounds  and  escape  from  a sad  past. 

"The  lack  of  a health  centre  and-or  healing  program  is  a pressure  that 
cannot  be  ignored,"  says  one  memo  written  by  Intergovernmental  Affairs 
officials  and  obtained  under  the  Access  to  Information  Act. 

"By  improving  the  housing  and  sanitary  conditions  at  Davis  Inlet  and 
developing  a healing  centre  for  the  treatment  of  social  problems,  the 
community  will  be  . . . avoiding  transference  of  existing  problems  to  the 
new  community. 

"If  the  community  does  not  take  these  steps,  there  is  an  extremely  high 
chance  that  the  social  problems  will  be  transferred  to  (Sango  Bay)  and  the 
physical  conditions  of  the  new  housing  and  infrastructure  will  deteriorate 
very  rapidly." 

Clarence  MacLennan,  acting  regional  manager  for  Indian  Affairs,  said 
there's  been  no  decision  but  bureaucrats  are  unimpressed  with  poor  results 
from  government  money  for  limited  health  services,  especially  since  Ottawa 
agreed  to  the  pricey  move. 

"Here's  one  of  the  best  things  that  happened  to  the  community  in  years 
and  things  have  got  worse,"  said  MacLennan.  "It's  really  hard  to  agree  to 
a treatment  centre  when  the  money  going  in  now  doesn't  do  much  good." 

He  said  the  Innu  promised  Ottawa  prior  to  signing  a 1996  relocation 


agreement  that  they'd  solve  their  social  problems  before  they  moved. 

"Either  that  was  overly  optimistic  on  everybody's  part  or  they  just 
weren't  ready  and  they  so  much  wanted  that  community  to  be  constructed 
that  they  were  ready  to  give  any  assurance.' 

Davis  Inlet  made  headlines  around  the  world  in  1993  when  six  kids  who'd 
been  sniffing  gas  were  captured  on  video  in  a --40-degree  shack,  screaming 
they  wanted  to  die. 

Shortly  after,  aboriginal  leaders  requested  a wilderness  centre  to  treat 
addictions  and  social  problems.  It  was  never  approved. 

Progress  in  Davis  has  been  slow,  painful  and  frustrating. 

Most  teens  sent  away  for  treatment  resumed  sniffing  when  they  returned 
to  troubled  families.  Some  parents  in  the  560-member  community  are  still 
drinking  and  abusing  their  kids,  many  of  whom  respond  by  going  on 
gasoline-induced  rampages. 

Local  leaders  are  overwhelmed  with  those  problems  and  others  like 
rundown,  unheated,  overcrowded  houses  with  no  running  water  or  sewers. 

In  a letter  last  Dune  to  Health  Canada,  a former  Davis  Inlet  chief  asked 
for  immediate  treatment  to  complement  existing  medical  services  like 
detoxification . 

"Graduates  from  existing  programs  are  returned  to  families  where  others 
have  major  problems  and  the  support  is  next  to  non-existent,"  wrote  Simeon 
Tshakapesh. 

"We  need  a facility  that  can  place  individuals  striving  to  overcome 
problems  in  a supportive  environment  with  the  rest  of  the  family." 

Tshakapesh  estimated  costs  at  two  or  three  times  less  per  person  than 
current  programs  that  aren't  working. 

Davis  Chief  Mark  Nui  said  the  community  has  repeatedly  stressed  that 
moving  to  Sango  is  just  a partial  solution  to  problems  that  developed 
after  provincial  and  Catholic  officials  coaxed  the  nomadic  Innu  to  the 
island  in  the  1960s  with  unfulfilled  promises  of  services  like  water  and 
heat . 

"Healing  won't  only  come  by  houses,"  said  Nui.  "It  must  come  by  a 
treatment  centre.  The  government  says  it  understands  this  to  be  the  case. 

"Yet  year  after  year  and  meeting  after  meeting,  they  continue  to  deny 
our  demands . " 

Health  Canada  said  in  December  it's  building  a five-bed  solvent 
treatment  centre  for  native  youth  in  Labrador  that  will  open  in  April  2000. 

The  problems  in  Davis,  considered  one  of  the  poorest  places  in  Canada, 
are  mirrored  in  other  native  communities  grappling  with  forced  moves,  sex 
abuse  at  residential  schools,  inadequate  housing  and  joblessness. 

Stewart  released  a report  card  in  Danuary  of  progress  with  First  Nations. 
She  acknowledged  aboriginal  communities  still  lag  far  behind  in  social, 
economic  and  health  concerns. 
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Following  is  the  text  of  the  speech  from  the  Throne  delivered  at  the  Opening 
of  the  First  Session  of  the  Forty-Fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of 
Newfoundland,  on  Tuesday,  March  16,  1999  by  His  Honour,  The  Honourable  A.M. 
House,  Lieutenant-Governor: 

Voisey's  Bay 

A loud  and  clear  message  has  been  sent  to  INCO  by  the  people  of  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador:  there  will  be  no  mine  at  Voisey's  Bay  unless  the  ore  is 
processed  in  this  province.  That  is  the  choice.  It  is  INCO's  to  make.  My 
Government's  position  - the  position  of  the  people  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  - will  not  waver. 


Labrador  Hydro  Project 


On  March  9,  1998,  My  Government  announced  proposals  for  a new  $12  billion 
Labrador  Hydro  Project.  These  are  good  proposals  for  the  people  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  They  were  secured  by  standing  firm  and  demanding 
a development  that  is  fair  and  beneficial  to  our  province. 

One  reason  why  My  Government  sought  a new  mandate  was  to  secure  a position 
of  strength  from  which  to  negotiate  with  Quebec.  With  that  new  mandate.  My 
Government  will  press  for  the  right  deal,  not  a quick  deal.  The  mistakes  of 
the  Upper  Churchill  must  never  be  repeated. 

The  benefits  of  standing  firm  are  already  tangible.  On  March  9,  1998, 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  secured  the  right  to  recall  immediately  130 
megawatts  of  power  from  the  Upper  Churchill  project.  In  1998,  we  received 
$30  million  from  the  sale  of  that  power.  To  put  this  in  perspective,  our 
province  received  only  $13.8  million  in  1998  through  royalties  and  Churchill 
Falls  (Labrador)  Corporation  dividends  for  the  sale  of  4,700  megawatts  of 
power  under  the  original  Upper  Churchill  contract. 

Under  a Guaranteed  Winter  Availability  Contract  to  be  entered  into  with 
Hydro  Quebec,  an  estimated  $1  billion  will  flow  to  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
from  the  Upper  Churchill.  Our  province  can  expect  to  receive,  on  average, 
about  $23  million  annually  from  Hydro  Quebec,  effective  from  November  1, 

1998. 

The  new  Labrador  Hydro  Project  represents  a $5.2  billion  gain  for  our 
province  and  will  create  approximately  13,200  direct  jobs  for 

Newfoundlanders  and  Labradorians.  The  project  is  being  designed  and  will  be 
managed  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  To  date,  of  the  $13  million  in 
contracts  that  have  been  awarded,  more  than  $12  million  has  gone  to  firms 
with  a presence  in  our  province. 

While  this  project  is  valuable,  so  is  the  Labrador  environment.  My 
Government  will  ensure  a full  environmental  assessment  of  all  aspects  of  the 
new  Labrador  Hydro  Project. 

My  Government  will  press  ahead  with  negotiations  with  the  Government  of 
Quebec  toward  the  signing  of  a Memorandum  of  Understanding  for  the  Labrador 
Hydro  Project,  while  ensuring  that  the  rights  of  the  Innu  Nation  are 
respected  and  that  they  receive  a fair  share  of  the  benefits  from  this 
project . 
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Innu  seeking  change  in  status 

CBC  Nf Id  & Lab 

Mar  18  1999  3:12  AM 

SHESHATSHIT,  LABRADOR  - The  Innu  in  Labrador  have  asked  to  be  declared 
Status  Indians,  so  they  can  deal  more  directly  with  the  federal  government 
If  the  Innu  get  First  Nations  Equivalency,  Ottawa  would  make  direct  payments 
to  band  councils  for  programs  such  as  education  and  health  care. 

Sheshatshit  Band  chief  Paul  Rich  says  about  nine  million  dollars  a year  is 
involved . 

Under  the  current  arrangement,  the  money  is  transferred  to  the  provincial 
government,  and  it  decides  how  it  will  be  spent. Rich  says  the  Innu  can  do  a 
better  job  setting  the  priorities  for  spending  in  their  communities. 

He  says  the  Innu  have  asked  for  a change  of  status  before,  and  those 
requests  have  been  denied,  so  legal  action  hasn't  been  ruled  out. 
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Foes  alarmed  by  bill  to  grant  land-use  powers  to  Canada's  Indians 
By  DAVID  CRARY 
Associated  Press  Writer 

TORONTO  (AP)  - The  federal  government  is  moving  boldly  to  give  Canada's 
Indians  broad  management  power  over  the  land  on  their  reservations  - too 
boldly,  according  to  critics  who  fear  the  initiative  will  lead  to  abuse 
and  conflict. 

At  stake  is  a bill  that  would  curtail  federal  involvement  in  the 
day-to-day  administration  of  Indian  reservations  and  give  sweeping 
land-management  authority  to  local  tribal  councils. 

Supporters  depict  the  bill  as  a historic  step  toward  meaningful 
self-government  for  Canada's  800,000  natives.  Critics  say  there  are  too 
few  safeguards  to  prevent  local  councils  from  summarily  expropriating 
property,  including  the  homes  of  thousands  of  non-Indian  residents  who 
lease  land  on  many  of  the  nation's  600  reservations. 

The  bill,  now  in  the  Senate  after  clearing  the  Flouse  of  Commons  last 
week,  would  grant  the  new  land-use  powers  to  14  Indian  communities  in 
six  provinces  across  Canada.  Other  reservations  could  follow  suit  later, 
assuming  powers  now  exercised  by  the  federal  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

"We  view  this  as  a very  positive  step  forward,"  said  Kerry  Kipping,  the 
department's  director  of  resource  initiatives.  "It  puts  the  power  back 
where  it  belongs." 

Too  much  power,  according  to  the  bill's  critics,  who  include  Indian 
women's  groups,  non-Indian  leaseholders  and  the  right-wing  Reform  Party. 

Mike  Scott,  the  Parliament  member  who  handles  native  affairs  for  the 
Reform  Party,  says  the  expropriation  powers  created  by  the  bill  exceed 
those  of  federal,  provincial  and  municipal  governments. 

A tribal  council  could  expropriate  any  property  on  the  reservation  on  30 
days'  notice,  for  any  purpose  it  deemed  in  the  community's  interest  and 
any  appeal  would  be  judged  under  rules  set  by  the  council,  according  to 
Scott . 

Scott's  party  - which  says  it  supports  the  concept  of  Indian 
self-reliance  - tried  unsuccessfully  to  amend  the  bill  to  ensure  an 
independent  review  of  appeals  and  to  restrict  expropriations  to  cases 
where  land  was  needed  for  public  works  projects. 

Kipping  said  the  tribal  councils  could  work  out  for  themselves  the 
details  of  their  expropriation  procedures,  and  predicted  the  result 
would  be  fair  and  allow  for  review  by  a neutral  party. 

The  bill's  critics  "are  not  reading  it  in  an  unbiased  manner  - they're 
talking  about  the  worst  case  scenario,"  Kipping  said.  "I  firmly  believe 
these  First  Nations  (Canada's  official  term  for  Indian  communities)  are 
going  to  do  business  in  a fair,  equitable  manner." 

The  bill  has  been  challenged  in  court  by  Indian  women's  groups  who  say 
the  government  should  require  local  councils  - often  male-dominated  - to 
divide  property  fairly  in  the  event  of  divorce. 

Wendy  Lundberg,  a member  of  British  Columbia's  Squamish  tribe,  said  in 
a statement  submitted  to  Parliament  that  women  and  their  children 
typically  lose  the  family  home  to  the  male  partner  when  a marriage 
breaks  up. 

"The  women  often  have  nowhere  to  live  on  the  reserve,  and  may  end  up  in 
the  worst  circumstances  in  urban  ghettos,"  Lundberg  said. 

Kipping  contended  the  bill  is  an  improvement  over  the  existing  Indian 
Act,  which  has  no  provision  for  division  of  matrimonial  property.  Under 
the  bill,  he  said,  each  Indian  community  would  develop  rules  for 
property  division,  with  a mechanism  allowing  federal  intervention  if  no 
code  is  adopted  in  a reasonable  time. 

Critics  of  the  bill  say  it  is  likely  to  fuel  more  conflicts  like  the 
one  at  Musqueam  reservation  in  Vancouver,  where  a recent  court  ruling 
enabled  the  tribal  council  to  impose  huge  rent  increases  on  longtime 
non-Indian  leaseholders. 


Families  who  had  been  paying  a few  hundred  dollars  a year  in  rent 
suddenly  were  faced  with  annual  rents  of  $20,000  or  more  because  a court 
ruled  the  tribe  could  value  the  land  on  the  same  basis  as  nearby 
neighborhoods  off  the  reservation. 

Kerry-Lynne  Findlay,  who  heads  an  association  of  Musqueam  leaseholders, 
said  the  rent  increase  and  the  specter  of  expropriation  have  been 
devastating  to  the  leaseholders,  whose  homes  - earlier  valued  at 
$300,000  to  $400,000  - have  become  virtually  unmarketable. 

Findlay  hopes  the  Senate  will  propose  amendments  to  the  bill  to  limit 
the  scope  of  expropriations. 

"This  is  the  kind  of  bill  we  as  Canadians  have  to  live  with  forever," 
she  said.  "All  we're  trying  to  do  is  make  it  more  reasonable.  We're  not 
trying  to  deny  aboriginals  greater  control  over  their  lands." 
http : / /www. t rib . com/HOMENEWS/FORN/Canada_IndianLand . html 

"RE : Province  Elands  Over  Land"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  00:34:45  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : NDP  BC  gives  Indian  land  to  logging  multi-national  Mac-Bio 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PROVINCE  HANDS  OVER  LAND  IN  'HORRIBLE  PRECEDENT' 

The  Globe  & Mail,  March  18,  1999  by  Dane  Armstrong 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Vancouver  --  The  B.C.  government  has  agreed  to  hand  over  thousands  of 
hectares  of  Crown  land  to  forest  giant  MacMillan  Bloedel  in  a 
precedent-setting  deal  that  will  exempt  the  land  from  environmental 
protection.  The  deal,  which  saved  the  province  tens  of  millions  of  dollars, 
has  angered  environmentalists,  who  say  the  province  should  not  have 
brokered  public  land.  Almost  94  per  cent  of  B.C.  land  is  Crown-owned,  and 
companies  logging  it  must  adhere  to  the  Forest  Practices  Code,  which,  among 
other  things,  regulates  how  much  can  be  clear-cut. 

"This  is  a horrible  precedent  for  the  province,"  environmental  lawyer 
David  Boyd  said.  "Once  the  land  is  privatized,  we've  lost  control  of  it. 
It's  a breach  of  trust." 

The  land  package  is  the  price  the  province  offered  to  pay  MacMillan 
Bloedel  in  exchange  for  a series  of  parks  the  company  created  on  the  north 
end  of  Vancouver  Island  in  1994  --  a move  that  effectively  ruled  out 
logging  there. 

Karen  Wristen,  executive  director  of  the  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  said 
the  deal  is  dangerous  because  handing  over  choice  land  to  the  private 
sector  as  the  payment  for  creating  parkland  is  too  steep  a price.  The  deal 
angers  environmentalists  because  it  gives  MacMillan  Bloedel  free  rein  to 
log  as  it  wishes  on  some  of  the  most  environmentally  sensitive  lands  in  the 
province. 

The  deal  calls  on  the  province  to  provide  up  to  20,000  hectares  of  Crown 
land  on  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island,  a swath  of  land  roughly  50  times 
the  size  of  Vancouver's  Stanley  Park.  And  it  exempts  MacMillan  Bloedel  from 
adhering  to  the  Forest  Practices  Code  on  another  90,000  hectares,  which  may 
include  its  properties  near  Clayoquot  Sound,  in  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands 
and  on  the  Sunshine  Coast  on  B.C.'s  Mainland. 

The  Forest  Practices  Code  governs  loggers  on  Crown  land.  Among  other 
things,  it  restricts  clear-cutting  and  protect  streams  and  rivers. 

The  deal  has  also  angered  aboriginal  groups,  which  have  outstanding 
claims  on  the  same  patches  of  land.  "For  the  province  to  eliminate  [this 
land]  from  the  treaty  table  is  an  act  of  bad  faith,"  said  Rod  Naknakim, 
acting  chairman  of  the  Nations  Treaty  Society,  which  represents  five  bands 
on  Vancouver  Island  and  has  been  negotiating  with  the  province  since  last 
Duly.  "We  should  have  been  consulted.  The  failure  to  do  that  creates  a lot 
more  problems." 

One  of  the  main  reasons  environmentalists  are  angry  is  that  the  deal  is 
the  result  of  a well-intentioned  plan  to  protect  environmentally  rich  lands 


from  development  and  logging  in  the  first  place.  The  province  in  1994 
created  a string  of  parks  encompassing  more  than  700  square  miles  on  the 
north  end  of  Vancouver  Island,  a move  aimed  in  part  to  placate 
environmentalists  opposed  to  logging.  However,  MacMillan  Bloedel  had 
logging  rights  on  some  of  that  Crown-owned  land  that  was  converted  to 
parks.  A provincial  law  says  the  province  has  to  compensate  a logging 
company  if  it  removes  more  than  5 per  cent  of  its  logging  rights.  However, 
the  province  eventually  decided  it  owed  the  forest  company  nothing. 

Three  years  later,  MacMillan  Bloedel  launched  a lawsuit,  arguing  that  the 
province  should  compensate  it  for  converting  land  earmarked  for  logging 
into  parks. 

Environmentalists  agreed  that  MacMillan  Bloedel  should  be  compensated. 

But  they  assumed  the  province  would  hand  the  company  a lump  sum  --  not 
land . 

The  value  of  the  land  and  cutting  rights  are  estimated  at  $83 . 7-million . 

A cabinet  document,  obtained  by  The  Globe  and  Mail,  says  the  land-deal 
option  will  save  the  province  money.  However,  the  same  document  notes  the 
deal  could  create  potential  public  and  native  concerns. 

MacMillan  Bloedel  played  down  fears  about  the  implications  of  the  deal. 
Chief  forester  Bill  Cafferata  said  the  company  is  committed  to  phasing  out 
clear-cutting. 
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Tribes  seek  funds  from  health  agency 

c.  Tulsa  World 

3/6/99 

The  Indian  Health  Service  failed  to  meet  its  obligations,  officials  from 
the  Cherokee  tribe  and  others  say. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  is  seeking  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
Indian  Health  Service,  saying  the  agency  has  failed  to  live  up  to 
funding  contracts. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  Shoshone-Paiute  Tribe  of  Nevada  filed  a 
joint  lawsuit  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Muskogee  seeking  $7  million  in 
damages  for  themselves  and  other  tribes. 

"The  suit  alleges  that  for  years  the  Indian  Health  Service  has 
systematically  undermined  the  ability  of  tribes  to  operate  federal 
health-  care  programs  by  refusing  to  honor  federal  and  contractual 
mandates  to  fully  pay  tribal  administrative  costs,"  a spokesman  said. 

Cherokee  Chief  3oe  Byrd  said  federal  attorneys  had  told  the  tribes  that 
an  act  of  Congress  had  retroactively  "wiped  out  any  claims  we  ever  had, 
(and)  this  left  us  no  choice  but  to  sue." 

lames  Paiva,  chairman  of  the  Shoshone-Paiute  Tribe,  said  the 
government's  failure  to  pay  administrative  costs  in  1995  "crippled"  the 
tribe's  ability  to  give  care. 


"RE : Pacific  Hague  Appeal  for  Peace"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  1999  03:00:44  -1000 

From:  Richard  N Salvador  <salvador@hawaii . edu> 

Subj : Pacific  HAP  Forum  Report  (please  forward) 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PACIFIC  HAGUE  APPEAL  FOR  PEACE  FORUM 
With  a Focus  on  Human  and  Indigenous  Rights 

On  March  12,  1999,  indigenous  and  Pacific  island  peoples  met  in  Honolulu 
Ka  Pae'aina  (Hawai'i)  in  response  to  the  International  Hague  Appeal  for 
Peace  conference  scheduled  for  this  May  (wwww.haguepeace.org).  Presenters 
addressed  issues  of  importance  to  the  Pacific  region  within  the  four 
program  "strands"  of  the  International  Hague  conference,  namely:  1) 
International  Humanitarian  and  Human  Rights  Law  and  Institutions;  2)  The 
Prevention,  Resolution  and  Transformation  of  Violent  Conflict;  3) 
Disarmament,  including  Nuclear  Abolition;  and  4)  The  Root  Causes  of  War 
and  a Culture  of  Peace.  These  presentations  all  acknowledged  that  human 
and  indigenous  rights,  disarmament  and  nuclear  abolition,  and  efforts  to 
end  colonialism  and  neocolonialism  through  conflict  resolution  and 
nonviolent  action  are  of  the  utmost  concern  to  many  Pacific  and  indigenous 
peoples  today. 

Our  keynote  speaker,  Maori  indigenous  rights  leader  Te  Moana  Jackson, 
stressed  how  international  law  had  historically  been  a covenant  made 
between  European  nations  which  allowed  them  the  right  to  dispossess  non- 
Christian  indigenous  lands.  Jurisdiction  of  laws  derived  from  the  Papal 
Bulls  pertained  to  "civilized  lands"  and  applied  to  lands  "discovered." 
Jackson  said,  "They  [the  European  powers]  did  to  indigenous  peoples  what 
they  would  not  do  to  themselves."  Peace,  for  him,  "is  to  be  content  in 
your  homeland,  to  have  the  sovereign  right  to  say  what  happens  in  your 
land.  Peace  requires  decolonization,  not  neocolonialism."  The  issue  of 
decolonization  was  an  important  theme  of  the  forum.  Decolonization  implies 
demilitarization,  denuclearization,  disarmament  and  political  and  economic 
independence  through  education  and  social  justice. 

While  the  HAP  "Agenda  for  Peace  and  Justice  for  the  21st  Century 
Discussion  Draft"  is  bold  and  extensive  in  its  approach,  it  needs  to  move 
beyond  the  conventional  practice  of  human  rights  based  primarily  on  the 
notion  of  individual  rights.  This  is  because  individual  rights,  as  defined 
largely  by  conventional  international  instruments  and  declarations,  are 
too  narrow  and  do  not  fully  express  the  entire  range  of  issues  of  concern 
to  indigenous  peoples,  e.g.,  when  collective  rights  are  exerted  by 
indigenous  peoples  for  cultural  purposes.  Also,  much  of  the  Discussion 
Draft  appears  to  be  largely  based  on  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights,  which  does  not  adequately  address  indigenous  peoples'  concerns, 
particularly  the  right  of  self-determination  (see  Naqomi  Kipuri,  "The 
Universal  Declaration  Of  Human  Rights,  How  I Wish  It  Were  True,"  Dec.  10, 
1998) . 

During  this  UN  Decade  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  international  organizations 
such  as  the  United  Nations,  and  governments  have  a moral  responsibility  to 
facilitate  the  peace  and  decolonization  process.  In  addition,  global  civil 
society  initiatives  like  the  HAP  have  a key  opportunity  to  promote  and 
assist  the  process  as  well.  In  the  last  several  years  indigenous  peoples 
have  made  significant  progress  in  their  struggles  for  peace  and  justice 
and  are  now  formulating  key  documents,  such  as  the  Draft  Declaration  on 
the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  the  Kari  Oca  Declaration,  and  the 
Declaration  of  Vision,  to  be  presented  at  the  Hague  conference  in  May. 
Below  is  the  preamble  of  a people's  treaty  which  emerged  after  several 
conferences  held  in  Pohnpei,  Federated  States  of  Micronesia  in  1978, 
Kailua,  Ka  Pae'aina  (Hawai'i)  in  1980,  and  in  Port  Villa,  Vanuatu  in  1983. 
This  subsequently  became  the  People's  Charter  for  a Nuclear  Free  and 
Independent  Pacific.  This  then  is  a consensus  document  expressing 
indigenous  and  Pacific  island  people's  vision  of  a peaceful  and  just 
future . 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  People's  Charter  For  A Nuclear  Free  and  Independent  Pacific  Preamble: 


1.  We,  the  people  of  the  Pacific  want  to  make  oun  position  clear.  The 
Pacific  is  home  to  millions  of  people  with  distinct  cultures,  religions  and 
ways  of  life  and  we  refuse  to  be  abused  or  ignored  any  longer. 

2.  We,  the  people  of  the  Pacific,  have  been  victimized  too  long  by  foreign 
powers.  The  Western  imperialistic  and  colonial  powers  invaded  our 
defenseless  region,  they  took  over  our  lands  and  subjugated  our  people  to 
their  whims.  This  form  of  alien  colonial  political  and  military  domination 
unfortunately  persists  as  an  evil  cancer  in  some  of  our  native  territories 
such  as  Tahiti-Polynesia,  Kanaky,  Australia  and  Aotearoa.  Our  environment 
continues  to  be  despoiled  by  foreign  powers  developing  nuclear  weapons,  for 
a strategy  of  warfare  that  has  no  winners,  no  liberators  and  imperils  the 
survival  of  all  humankind. 

3.  We,  the  people  of  the  Pacific  will  assert  and  wrest  control  over  the 
destiny  of  our  nations  and  our  environment  from  foreign  powers,  including 
Transnational  Corporations. 

4.  We  note  in  particular  the  recent  racist  roots  of  the  world's  nuclear 
powers  and  we  call  for  an  immediate  end  to  the  oppression,  exploitation  and 
subordination  of  the  indigenous  people  of  the  Pacific. 

5.  Our  environment  is  further  threatened  by  the  continuing  deployment  of 
nuclear  arsenals  in  so  called  strategic  areas  throughout  the  Pacific.  Only 
one  nuclear  submarine  has  to  be  lost  in  the  sea,  or  one  nuclear  warhead 
dumped  in  our  ocean  from  a stricken  bomber  and  the  threat  to  the  fish  and 
our  livelihood  is  endangered  for  centuries.  The  erection  of  superports, 
military  bases  and  nuclear  testing  stations  may  bring  employment  but  the 
price  is  destruction  of  our  customs,  our  way  of  life,  the  pollution  of  our 
crystal  clear  waters  and  bring  the  ever  present  threat  of  disaster  by 
radioactive  poisoning  into  the  every  day  life  of  the  people. 

6.  We,  the  people  of  the  Pacific  reaffirm  our  intention  to  extract  only 
those  elements  of  western  civilization  that  will  be  of  a permanent  benefit 
to  us.  We  wish  to  control  our  destinies  and  protect  our  environment  in  our 
own  ways.  Our  usage  of  our  natural  resources  in  the  past  was  more  than 
adequate  to  ensure  the  balance  between  nature  and  humankind.  No  form  of 
administration  should  ever  seek  to  destroy  that  balance  for  the  sake  of 
brief  commercial  gain. 

"RE : Restore  Panel  On  Indians"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 
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<http: //www. abq journal . com/news /lnews03- 18 . htm> 

Thursday,  March  18,  1999 
Udall:  Restore  Panel  On  Indians 
Subcommittee  Plan  Gets  Cool  Response 
The  Associated  Press 

A New  Mexico  congressman  wants  the  House  to  create  a subcommittee  for 
Indian  issues. 

While  the  Senate  has  an  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  the  House  has  neither  a 
committee  nor  a subcommittee  devoted  exclusively  to  Indian  matters.  U.S. 
Rep.  Tom  Udall,  D-N.M.,  joined  with  other  Democrats  on  the  House  Resources 
Committee  in  January  in  asking  chairman  Don  Young  of  Alaska  to  restore  the 
Indian  affairs  subcommittee,  which  Young  had  dismantled  in  1997. 

"We  believe  that  a dedicated  subcommittee  would  provide  the  needed 
resources  to  effectively  address  the  problems  faced  by  Native  Americans," 
says  the  letter  from  Udall  and  fellow  Democrats  George  Miller  of 
California,  Neil  Abercrombie  of  Hawaii  and  Patrick  Kennedy  of  Rhode  Island. 

But  the  initiative  received  a cool  response,  and  the  committee  was 
organized  without  the  subcommittee. 

Udall  said  the  issue  isn't  dead.  "I'm  going  to  keep  pushing  for  it, 
because  I think  there's  a need  to  focus  on  American  Indian  issues,"  he 
said.  "I  don't  think  they're  getting  the  attention  that  we  should  give." 
end  of  excerpt 


"RE : Help  Protect  Medicine  Lake"  
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SUB3ECT:  HELP  PROTECT  MEDICINE  LAKE  FROM  DEVELOPERS 

The  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  in  northeastern  California's  Modoc  National 
Forest  encompass  some  of  the  most  beautiful  and  peaceful  places  in 
California.  In  the  center  of  the  Highlands  rests  azure  Medicine  Lake. 

The  Mount  Hoffman  Roadless  Area  rises  majestically  above  the  lake, 
cloaked  in  ancient  forest  and  giant  mounds  of  glass-like  obsidian.  For 
centuries.  Native  Americans  have  the  used  the  Highlands  for  spiritual 
and  other  cultural  purposes,  and  the  region  remain  sacred  to  them  today. 

Two  utility  companies  are  seeking  to  cash-in  on  the  "green  energy" 
subsidies  extended  to  them  under  California's  energy  deregulation  plan. 

To  produce  green  energy,  the  companies  plan  to  engage  in  many  decidedly 
anti-green  activities,  including  constructing  large  power  plants, 
drilling  deep  wells  and  heavily  exploiting  the  groundwater,  and  building 
many  miles  of  roads  and  power  lines.  Since  the  Highlands  are  largely 
wooded,  forest  will  be  clearcut  to  make  room  for  these  industrial 
facilities.  One  of  the  proposed  roads,  power  lines,  and  attendant 
clearcuts  will  cut  the  Mount  Hoffman  Roadless  Area  in  half,  then  turn 
northeast  and  bisect  a portion  of  the  Dobie  Flat  Roadless  Area  as  well. 
Ironically,  both  of  these  roadless  areas  are  currently  being  proposed 
for  wilderness  status  as  part  of  Wildlands  2000,  California's  next 
statewide  wilderness  protection  bill. 

Because  the  energy  corporations  currently  own  the  rights  to  develop  the 
Highlands  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  planned  destruction  is  to  buy  the 
geothermal  leases  back  from  the  developers.  Buying  the  leases  back  is  a 
small  price  to  pay  to  protect  the  roadless  areas,  ancient  forest,  air, 
and  water  of  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands. 

Please  send  letters  by  fax  or  standard  mail  to  the  following  officials, 
followed  by  as  many  phone  calls  as  you  and  your  friends  can  possibly 
make  (e-mail  is  still  not  routinely  read  by  high  officials),  and  ask 
them  to  buy  back  the  leases  for  the  proposed  geothermal  developments  at 
Medicine  Lake.  Let  them  know  that  buying  the  leases  back  is  the  only 
way  the  American  people  can  save  Medicine  Lake  from  development. 

The  Honorable  Dan  Glickman,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  14th  & 
Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250,  Phone:  202-720-3631,  Fax: 
202-720-2166 

The  Honorable  Dianne  Feinstein,  US  Senate,  Washington,  DC  20510,  Phone: 
202-224-3841,  Fax:  202-228-3954 

The  Honorable  Barbara  Boxer,  US  Senate,  Washington,  DC  20510,  Phone: 
202-224-3553,  Fax:  415-956-6701 

For  more  information  contact  Ryan  Henson,  California  Wilderness 
Coalition  at  ryan@calwild.org 

To  subscribe  or  unsubscribe,  please  send  a message  to 
wafcdc@americanlands.org  along  with  your  complete  contact  information 
(name,  org,  address  & phone  #) 

Steve  Holmer 
Campaign  Coordinator 
American  Lands 
726  7th  Street,  SE 
Washington,  D.C.  20003 
202/547-9105 
202/547-9213  fax 
wafcdc@americanlands.org 
http : //www. americ an lands . org 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

1.  Natives  seek  prairie  resources 

2.  Aboriginals  step  up  demands  for  resource  revenue  from  Crown  land 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or 
context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 


NATIVES  SEEK  PRAIRIE  RESOURCES 

Connie  Watson  reports  for  CBC  radio,  WebPosted  Tue  Mar  2 21:35:10  1999 

CALGARY  - First  Nations  across  the  prairies  want  a share  of  the 
provinces'  natural  resources.  And  they're  considering  going  to  court  to  get 
it . 

Ottawa  handed  control  of  the  resources  over  to  the  prairie  provinces  in 
the  1930s.  Native  leaders  say  that  breached  the  government's  responsibility 
to  native  people. 

And  now  more  than  ever  it's  time  to  do  something  about  it  says  the  chief 
of  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations.  Perry  Bellegarde  told 
leaders  of  Alberta's  oil  and  gas  industry  there  is  a sense  of  urgency 
because  native  people,  on  and  off  reserve,  are  living  in  hopeless 
conditions.  They  get  no  benefits  from  the  lucrative  resources  of  their 
traditional  lands,  he  says.  "It's  our  young  children  that  we  see  that  are 
on  the  streets  of  the  cities.  It's  the  80  per  cent  unemployment  rates  in 
our  communities.  It's  the  overcrowding  in  our  houses.  It's  the  jails  that 
are  filled  with  our  people  because  they  don't  have  any  hope  or  access  to 
jobs.  So  all  of  those  are  push  factors,  so  let's  get  this  done.  Let's  move, 
now. " 

Premier  Ralph  Klein's  government  is  trying  to  mediate  a growing  dispute 
in  the  north.  Bands  are  demanding  jobs  and  access  fees  in  order  to  let  oil 
and  forestry  companies  on  what  they  consider  their  traditional  lands.  Klein 
says  it's  provincial  property.  "We  also  don't  like  to  see  obstruction  when 
in  fact  there  is  a legal  right  for  a company,  be  it  a forestry  company  or 
an  oil  and  gas  company,  to  go  on  those  lands,"  Klein  says. 

Bellegarde  says  native  leaders  are  looking  at  four  options  to  get  a 
piece  of  revenue  from  the  land: 

+ a court  case  against  the  federal  government  for  signing  over  control  of 
the  resources 

+ a lawsuit  claiming  damages  for  a portion  of  those  resources 
+ negotiations  with  governments  and  industry 

+ an  international  campaign  through  the  UN  to  push  for  indigenous  rights 

Next  week,  leaders  from  Alberta,  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  will  meet  to 
work  out  their  strategy. 


ABORIGINALS  STEP  UP  DEMANDS  FOR  RESOURCE  REVENUE  FROM  CROWN  LAND 
Canadian  Press,  March  7,  1999  by  Bob  Weber 

EDMONTON  --  Aboriginal  leaders  are  broadening  their  demands  for  a share  of 
the  billions  of  dollars  that  Prairie  governments  reap  from  all  forestry, 
energy  and  mining  on  Crown  land. 

"Basically,  all  the  resources  that  are  in  the  three  Prairie  provinces, 
we  say  as  indigenous  peoples  that  those  resources  weren't  on  the  table  at 
treaty  signing,"  said  Chief  Perry  Bellegarde  of  the  Federation  of 
Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations.  "We're  looking  at  resource  revenue  sharing, 
resource  benefit  sharing  and  access  to  some  of  the  jobs  and  economic 
development  spinoffs  from  it." 

Bellegarde  will  attend  a meeting  in  Edmonton  on  Wednesday  to  discuss  a 
united  bargaining  front  with  the  Indian  Association  of  Alberta  and  Grand 
Chief  Rod  Bushie  from  the  Assembly  of  Manitoba  Chiefs.  The  meeting  comes 
after  reports  that  some  oilpatch  firms  in  northern  Alberta  have  already 
paid  access  fees  to  several  area  bands  to  get  onto  land  near  reserves. 

Other  agreements  involving  the  oilpatch.  Crown  land  and  native  bands  may  be 
near . 

"We're  into  some  sensitive  negotiations  right  now,"  said  Deff  Chalifoux 
of  the  Kee  Tas  Kee  Now  Tribal  Council,  which  represents  three  bands  in 
Alberta's  Lesser  Slave  Lake  region.  Alberta's  ministers  responsible  for 


energy,  environment  and  aboriginal  affairs  are  expected  to  reopen  talks 
with  energy  firms  and  Kee  Tas  Kee  Now.  "They  will  be  held  soon,"  said 
aboriginal  affairs  spokesman  David  May. 

Meanwhile,  the  governments  of  the  three  Prairie  provinces  have  already 
begun  considering  a common  front  of  their  own,  said  Ernie  Lawton  of 
Saskatchewan's  Department  of  Intergovernmental  and  Aboriginal  Affairs. 

"It's  premature  to  say  there  is  a common  plan  but  I think  everyone  agrees 
there  is  a need  for  consistency,"  he  said. 

The  bands  argue  that  mineral  and  resource  rights  weren't  signed  away  in 
the  treaties  because  the  chiefs  who  negotiated  them  in  the  late  1800' s 
didn't  understand  the  concept.  They  also  say  that  the  federal  government, 
which  is  responsible  for  aboriginals,  had  no  right  to  transfer  control  of 
natural  resources  to  the  provinces  in  1930  without  consulting  native 
people . 

"Elders  have  said  that  they  (the  negotiators)  did  not  understand  what 
they  were  surrendering, " said  Nigel  Banks,  a professor  at  the  University  of 
Calgary  who  specializes  in  resource  law.  "The  snag  the  First  Nations  face 
is  that  in  the  explicit  language  of  the  treaties  there  is  a surrendering  of 
title.  "The  issue  is,  what  did  the  parties  really  mean?" 

Both  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  maintain  they  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  Crown  lands.  "First  Nations  have  no  right  to  demand  access  fees  on 
provincial  Crown  lands,"  said  May. 

The  Saskatchewan  government  prefers  aboriginals  to  benefit  from  resource 
development  through  service  contracts  or  training  and  employment  contracts. 

British  Columbia  already  has  an  access  fee  agreement.  It  details  fees 
that  companies  must  pay  five  northeastern  bands  for  seismic  work,  well 
construction,  pipelines  and  gas  plants  on  Crown  land  near  their  reserves. 

Bellegarde  has  said  legal  action  may  be  necessary  to  resolve  the  dispute. 

And  Banks  points  out  the  Supreme  Court  has  already  ruled  that  any  ambiguity 
in  interpreting  treaties  must  be  settled  in  favour  of  aboriginals. 

The  whole  issue  makes  the  resource  industry  nervous.  It's  the  Alberta 
government's  responsibility  to  settle  the  issue,  said  Larry  Skory  of  the 
Alberta  Forest  Products  Association,  who  adds  his  industry  would  be  willing 
to  negotiate  with  the  government  and  aboriginal  leaders. 

Bellegarde  has  made  his  case  before  the  Canadian  Association  of  Petroleum 
Producers,  which  has  said  it  feels  caught  in  the  middle.  Doug  Anguish  of 
Renaissance  Energy,  which  operates  in  the  Lesser  Slave  Lake  region,  said 
his  company  has  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Kee  Tas  Kee  Now  bands  on  how 
they  will  be  consulted  on  future  development  near  their  reserve.  But  any 
cash  exchanged  is  strictly  for  services  rendered,  he  said.  That  may  change 
if  Bushie  has  his  way.  "The  land  is  rightly  ours,"  he  said.  "Seven  billion 
dollars  the  Manitoba  government  takes  from  natural  resources  --  our 
resources . " 

A few  facts  on  the  issue  of  aboriginal  revenue 

- Alberta's  1998  take  from  oil  royalties  and  exploration  rights:  $1.2  billion. 

- Saskatchewan's  1998  potash  royalties:  $113.5  million. 

- Amount  each  of  five  B.C.  bands  will  receive  yearly  to  research 
development  proposals  on  adjacent  Crown  land:  $235,675. 

- Fee  B.C.  energy  companies  will  pay  to  build  well:  $3,000  to  establish, 

$1,000  per  year  thereafter. 

- To  build  new  pipeline:  B.C.  aboriginals  get  $200  per  hectare,  $100  per 
hectare  per  year  thereafter. 

- To  build  compressor  stations:  B.C.  aboriginals  get  $10,000  per  gas  plant, 
$1,000  per  year  thereafter. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Protecting  The  Medicine  Wheel"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Mar  1999  18:48:49  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 
Subj : Medicine  Wheel 

Sheridan,  Wyo.  _ Wyoming  Sawmills  of  Sheridan  has  gone  to  court  to 
overturn  a 1996  U.S.  Forest  Service  plan  for  managing  the  Medicine  Wheel 
atop  the  Bighorn  Mountains,  arguing  that  the  plan  advances  Native  American 
religion  at  the  expense  of  logging  and  other  long-standing  uses  of  the 
Bighorn  National  Forest. 

In  a lawsuit  filed  against  the  Forest  Service  in  U.S.  district  court  in 
Cheyenne  last  month,  Wyoming  Sawmills  argues  that  the  plan  and  related 
agreements  "unconstitutionally  require  the  Forest  Service  to  establish  and 
promote  Native  American  religious  practices." 

The  lawsuit  says  that  the  Forest  Service  has  already  halted  one  timber 
sale  north  of  the  Medicine  Wheel  due  to  Native  American  religious  concerns 
although  Forest  Service  officials  said  they  had  actually  put  the  sale  on 
hold  due  to  an  unrelated  moratorium  on  new  forest  roads. 

Wyoming  Sawmills  is  represented  in  the  lawsuit  by  the  Mountain  States 
Legal  Foundation,  the  same  multiple-use  advocacy  group  that  is  fighting  a 
National  Park  Service  effort  to  limit  climbing  on  Devils  Tower  in  north- 
eastern Wyoming  in  deference  to  Native  American  religious  concerns. 

The  plan  governing  management  of  the  Medicine  Wheel  carries  even  broader 
consequences  than  the  Devils  Tower  climbing  limits  because  it  affects  18, 
000  acres  of  public  land  within  sight  of  the  ancient  Medicine  Wheel  and 
even  more  land  beyond,  said  Wyoming  Sawmills  General  Manager  Ernie  Schmidt 

"You're  talking  about  restricting  use  of  many  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
that  would  otherwise  be  subject  to  multiple-use  management,"  he  said. 

Many  tribes  consider  the  Medicine  Wheel  a sacred  site  and  in  1996, 
following  years  of  debate.  Forest  Service,  tribal  representatives  and 
other  government  officials  signed  a Flistoric  Preservation  Plan  intended  as 
a blueprint  for  management  of  the  stone  structure.  The  plan  required  the 
Forest  Service  to  consult  with  the  Medicine  Wheel  Alliance  and  the 
Medicine  Wheel  Coalition,  both  Native  American  groups,  and  other  agencies 
on  projects  planned  within  the  roughly  18,000  acres  visible  from  the 
Medicine  Wheel. 

The  plan  referred  to  the  18,000  acre  section  of  forest  as  an  "Area  of 
Consultation"  that  would  be  managed  with  special  emphasis  on  protecting 
the  sacred  values  of  the  Medicine  Wheel,  a National  Flistoric  Landmark  that 
tribes  sometimes  use  for  religious  ceremonies. 

The  Historic  Preservation  Plan  also  prohibited  timber  hauling  on  the 
forest  road  that  runs  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  to  minimize  noise,  safety 
concerns  and  other  effects  of  heavy  truck  traffic  at  the  wagon-wheel- 
shaped  structure. 

In  a proclamation,  tribes  and  others  at  the  time  hailed  the  plan  as  a 
model  "for  the  permanent  protection  of  American  Indian  Holy  Lands  located 
upon  public  domain  lands." 

Wyoming  Sawmills  filed  an  appeal  of  the  plan  shortly  after  its  approval, 
but  Forest  Service  officials  denied  the  appeal  in  1997.  Sawmill  officials 
than  sought  help  from  the  Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation,  a non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  preserving  the  multiple-use-mandate  for  public 
lands  in  the  West. 

The  foundation  does  not  charge  for  its  legal  services,  but  Wyoming 
Sawmills  must  pay  court  fees  and  other  procedural  cost  in  the  case.  The 
lawsuit  seeks  no  monetary  damages,  but  demands  that  the  Historic 
Preservation  Plan  be  withdrawn  and  that  the  Forest  Service  be  permanently 
barred  "from  restricting  forest  usage  for  religious  purposes." 

The  Forest  Service  must  submit  an  answer  to  the  lawsuit  by  next  month. 

In  the  lawsuit,  Wyoming  Sawmills  contends  that  an  agreement  leading  to 
the  Historic  Preservation  Plan  and  the  plan  itself  change  "the  standards 
and  guidelines  within  the  area  of  consultation  and  surrounding  areas  from 
multiple-use  forest  management  to  a special  emphasis  area  solely  to  foster 
Native  American  religions  and  their  rituals." 


The  lawsuit  contends  by  closing  the  road  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  to 
logging  trucks,  the  Forest  Service  has  effectively  banned  logging  on  all 
public  lands  accessed  by  the  road. 

"As  a result  of  the  prohibition  against  timber  hauling  along  Forest 
Development  Road  12,  the  areas  served  by  Forest  Development  Road  12 
underwent  a de  facto  change  in  their  designation  because  timber  could  no 
longer,  as  a practical  matter,  be  cut  on  federal  lands  to  the  Northeast  of 
the  Medicine  Wheel  that  are  well  outside  the  area  of  consultation,  "the 
lawsuit  states. 

In  September  1997,  the  Forest  Service  advertised  the  Florse  Creek  Timber 
Sale,  scheduled  to  include  2.3  million  board  feet  of  timber  to  the  north 
of  the  Medicine  Wheel,  outside  the  Area  of  Consultation.  The  timber  sale 
had  cleared  an  environmental  assessment,  but  officials  discussed  it  with 
Native  American  groups  because  trucks  hauling  logs  from  the  sale  would 
follow  a forest  road  that  edges  the  Area  of  Consultation. 

"The  Medicine  Wheel  Coalition  and  Medicine  Wheel  Alliance  objected  to 
that  timber  sale  because  of  the  possibility  that  their  members  and  others 
might  be  able  to  see  or  hear  timber  hauling  on  Forest  Development  Road  11, 
which  lies  along  the  boundary  of  the  area  of  consultation,  from  the 
Medicine  Wheel  National  Historic  Landmark  during  their  religious  rituals, 

" the  lawsuit  says. 

Forest  Service  officials  then  withdrew  the  sale  because  of  the  Native 
American  objections  to  truck  traffic,  the  lawsuit  says. 

The  lawsuit  says  the  earlier  agreement  and  Historic  Preservation  Plan 
"fulfill  the  purpose  of  furthering  Native  Americans  religions  by  closing 
areas  of  a multiple-use  forest  to  legal  timber  harvesting,  setting  aside 
those  areas  for  purpose  of  Native  American  religions." 

Consequently,  the  actions  violate  the  First  Amendment  guarantee  that  the 
government  will  not  establish  or  promote  any  religion,  the  lawsuit  argues. 

Medicine  Wheel  District  Ranger  Dave  Myers  confirmed  that  the  Native 
American  groups  were  concerned  about  logging  traffic  and  said  the  Horse 
Creek  sale  was  delayed  while  he  consulted  them.  But  he  said  the  timber 
sale  was  ultimately  suspended  by  an  18-month  moratorium  on  new  roads  in 
national  forest,  not  Native  American  concerns. 

He  said  the  Forest  Service  ha  struggled  through  the  years  to  balance 
cultural  concerns  about  the  Medicine  Wheel  as  a sacred  site  with  the 
agency's  multiple-use  mandate.  Officials  recently  told  parties  to  the 
Historic  Preservation  Plan  that  roads  through  the  Area  of  Consultation 
must  remain  available  for  public  use. 

"It's  very  difficult  to  find  a solution  that  will  not  affect  someone," 
Myers  said. 

But  Big  Horn  County  Commissioner  Ray  Peterson,  who  helped  develop  the 
Historical  Preservation  Plan  and  signed  it  on  behalf  of  the  county,  said 
Wyoming  Sawmills  may  have  valid  concerns. 

"My  fear  has  always  been  that  the  Forest  Service  is  giving  the  Native 
Americans  a leg  up  - not  just  consulting  them  but  letting  them  make  some 
decisions  on  what  happens  up  there,"  he  said. 

Neither  Medicine  Wheel  Coalition  nor  Medicine  Wheel  Alliance 
representatives  would  comment  on  the  lawsuit. 

The  lawsuit  contends  that  the  Historic  Preservation  Plan  also  violates 
the  Federal  Advisory  Committee  Act,  Which  specifies  how  federal  agencies 
must  seek  outside  advice.  And  it  says  Forest  Service  officials  violated 
both  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  by  not  carefully  considering 
the  effects  of  the  Historic  Preservation  Plan  and  related  logging  traffic 
restrictions  and  the  National  Forest  Management  Act  by  not  fully 
disclosing  those  effects  to  the  public. 

Finally,  the  Forest  Service  violated  both  the  National  Forest  Management 
Act  and  the  Administrative  Procedures  Act  by  deeming  the  changes  an 
"insignificant"  amendment  to  the  Bighorn  National  Forest's  overall 
management  plan. 

Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation  attorney  Neil  Holmes  said  limits  on 
land  use  near  the  Medicine  Wheel  could  also  turn  out  to  hinder 
recreational  uses.  The  Forest  Service  could  have  addressed  protection  of 
the  Medicine  Wheel  without  jeopardizing  established  uses  of  the  northern 
reaches  of  the  Bighorn  National  Forest. 


"The  Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation  is  not  an  anti-religious 
organization  in  any  way/'  Holmes  said.  "We  just  don't  think  religion  is  a 
good  tool  for  forest  management." 

(c)  Billings  Gazette,  Friday  March  19,  1999. 

"RE : Ginoogaming  Nation  Sovereignty  Action"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  15:47:40  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Ginoogaming  Nation  Sovereignty  Action 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GINOOGAMING  NATION  (LONG  LAKE  #58)  SEEKS  DECLARATION  FROM  ONTARIO  COURT 
ONTARIO  COURT  (GENERAL  DIVISION)  BETWEEN  Ginoogaming  Nation  (Long  Lake  #58] 

- Plaintiff 
and 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  right  of  Canada  and  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  right 
of  Ontario  - Defendants 

CLAIM 

1.  The  plaintiff  claims  a declaration  (1)  acknowledging  its  remedy  of 
independent  and  impartial  third-party  adjudication  (2) 

2.  The  plaintiff  is  a "Nation  or  Tribe  of  Indians"  whose  territory,  the 
Long  Lake  drainage  basin  north  of  Lake  Superior,  not  having  been  "ceded  to 
or  purchased  by  Us"  is  by  operation  of  constitutional  law  "reserved"  for 
Indians  (3) 

3.  Relative  to  the  said  territory  the  defendants'  governments  and  courts 
prematurely  assume  "plenum  dominium"  (4)  (plenary  jurisdiction)  over  and 
above  the  jurisdiction  to  purchase,  thereby  breaching  the  constitutional 
law  injunction  that  Indians  "should  not  be  molested  or  disturbed  "(5) 
pending  purchase. 

4.  By  operation  of  constitutional  law  the  said  molestation  and  disturbance 
prima  facie  constitutes  "Misprision  of  Treason  and  Fraud"  (6).  In  addition, 
a continuing  consequence  of  the  said  crimes  in  "serious  bodily  or  mental 
harm"  against  the  constituents  of  the  plaintiff  for  which  the  public 
officials  and  judges  of  the  defendants'  governments  and  courts  arguably  are 
liable,  if  it  continues,  to  prosecution  for  "Complicity  in  Genocide."  (7) 

5.  All  of  which  places  the  defendants'  governments  and  courts  in  an 
inherent  and  profound  conflict  of  interest. 

6.  In  sum  the  Indian  "Interest"  "subject  to"  (8)  which  the  crown  holds 
title  at  constitutional  law  is  being  prejudiced  by  the  premature 
application  by  the  defendants'  governments  and  courts  of  federal  and 
provincial  law. 

The  plaintiff  proposes  that  this  action  be  tried  at  Ottawa,  Ontario 
Dated  at  Longlac,  Ontario,  this  13th  day  of  February,  1999,  by  counsel  for 
the  plaintiffs,  Bruce  Clark. 

GINOOGAMING  NATION  (LONG  LAKE  #58) 
per: 

[signed  by]  Elders,  Family  Territory  Head  Persons 
TO:  Registrar 

AND  TO:  Defendants  by  their  Attorneys  General 
Footnotes : 

(1)  Courts  of  Justice  Act,  section  97.  Delgamuukw  v.  AGBC,  September  12, 

1995  transcript  in  SCC  on  a motion. 
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Joseph  H.  Smith,  Appeals  to  the  Privy  Council  from  the  American 
Plantations.  1950.  pp.  417-25,  461-63. 

(3)  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763. 
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(4)  St.  Catherines  Milling  & Lumber  Co.  Ltd,  v.  The  Queen  (1888),  14  AC  46, 
60  (JCPC). 
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(6)  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763. 
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"RE : Judge  Halts  Gravel  Work  at  Burial  Site"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  18:24:28  -0600 
From:  Tusweca  <tusweca(3twlakes . net> 

Subject:  Judge  halts  gravel  work  at  Arkansas  duck  hunters  site 
Thursday,  March  18,  1999 

Judge  halts  gravel  work  on  road  at  Indian  burial  on  Black  River 
KENNETH  HEARD  ARKANSAS  DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

"POCAHONTAS  --  Future  graveling  and  grading  of  a portion  of  an  access 
road  and  a boat  ramp  on  the  Black  River  that  travels  over  what 
archaeologists  say  is  a significant  American  Indian  burial  site  has  been 
stopped  by  a judge's  order... 

Grading  and  graveling  cannot  be  done  to  the  boat  launch  area  and  a 
large  area  used  by  sportsmen  as  a turnaround.  The  order  also  prohibits 
motorists  from  parking  on  the  road  or  at  the  launch... 

"We  know  that  there's  an  extensive,  multi-complex  site  there,"  Morrow 
said  of  Gazaway 's  land.  "We  know  that  there  are  burials  out  there.  There 
are  probably  remains  under  the  road,  but  we  don't  know  that  for 
sure 

The  marking  comes  on  the  heels  of  an  order  signed  by  Randolph  County 
Chancellor  Tom  Hilburn  that  allows  hunters  and  fishermen  to  continue 
using  Gazaway' s road  to  access  the  Black  River... 

Hilburn  issued  a verbal  order  in  January,  saying  the  establishment  of  a 
prescriptive  easement  was  proven  during  a hearing  in  November.  A written 
order  signed  by  Hilburn  was  not  filed  until  March  2. 

Nine  duck  hunters  sued  Gazaway  in  1994  after  Gazaway  closed  the  access 
road  to  Schaeffer's  Eddy  to  protect  an  American  Indian  burial  site... 

He  built  a fence  across  the  road  after  finding  what  archaeologists  later 
determined  to  be  1,000-  to  1,500-year-old  bones  of  an  American  Indian 
child  about  10  feet  from  his  road... 

Hilburn 's  latest  order  said  the  18-foot-wide  road  and  launch  area 
should  be  considered  public... 

Archaeologists  first  located  artifacts  at  the  site  in  1959.  The  area 
near  the  boat  launch  was  the  first  site  deemed  significant  and  mapped 
in  the  county. . . 

Morrow  speculated  because  of  the  land's  proximity  to  the  Black  and 
Current  rivers,  the  area  was  once  a thriving  Indian  community... 

Gazaway  said  he  will  appeal  Hilburn 's  decision  so  he  can  protect  the 
burial  site.  "I  trust  in  the  Arkansas  judicial  system's  laws  on  property 
rights,"  he  said.  "If  they  rule  by  the  law,  then  I feel  I will  regain 
full  ownership  and  control  of  my  property." 

Article  at: 

http : //www. ardemgaz . com/today/ark/bdsthuntl8 . html 
For  more  information: 

http : / /www. f ort unec ity . com/greenf ield/port on/73 /sea Is /eddy . html 
"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  21  Mar  99  0609:00  GMT 


From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Fraley,  Randall  Allen 
#262-762 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Frock,  Louise 

#255678 

MBCC-EHU 

P.O.  Box  11492 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73136 

Gaisez,  John  Lee 
#R134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grisez,  John  Lee 
#A134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grahm,  Sherman  Daniel 

BK1750 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16830 
Date  of  Birth:  12/19/64 


Garlinsky,  Mike 
#199-506 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/10/49 
Ancestry:  Mohawk 

Gillespie,  Ronald  K 

#214-602 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/16/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Gerken,  ludy  Ann 
#38169  HE 
1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 

Garnett,  Steven  R. 

SCI  Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/29/71 

Glover,  Alan  L. 

# R128-811 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/2/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Denver  March  Pow  Wow"  


Date:  Sat,  20  Mar  1999  19:53:04  GMT 


From:  "nustywine"  <nfcambnidge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Denver  March  Pow  Wow 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I was  thinking  this  morning  what  it  is  like  in  Denver  at  the  Pow-Wow 
there.  It  is  held  in  the  McNichols  arena,  I was  thinking  if  I were  to 
dance  I would  go  there.... 

The  arena  would  be  full  of  people  from  all  tribes.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  pow-wows  around  and  marks  the  beginning  of  the  competition. 

Many  young  Indian  men,  women  and  their  families  will  be  on  the  road, 
eating  bologna  and  drinking  kool-aid  to  get  to  the  Grand  Entry.  Get 
there  early  or  get  disqualified  from  competing.  Some  folks  like  to  go 
to  socialize,  but  if  you  can  shake  a leg,  and  think  you  are  good,  then 
the  Grand  Entry  is  there  just  for  you. 

Dancing  takes  preparation,  to  get  in  shape  and  working  and  setting  a 
time  to  listen  to  the  new  songs  that  are  out.  Cassette  tapes  come  by 
mail  from  friends  in  other  places  who  tape  the  drum  music  and  songs. 

Sit  back  and  learn  the  song,  then  get  up  and  move  to  the  drum, 
learning  it's  tempo,  harmony  and  trick  places  where  they  are  supposed 
to  sing  on,  but  then  they  stop  and  you  have  to  as  well  or  it  goes 
against  you  on  the  score  card. 

After  a while  your  family,  your  wife,  or  mother  maybe  even  you  have  to 
work  on  your  outfit.  You  have  to  stand  out,  to  match  and  look  good  out 
there,  to  show  your  stuff,  everything  has  to  fit  and  be  on  tight  so 
when  you  dance  and  whirl  it  stays  on.  All  of  it  cuz  if  it  comes  off 
then  that  goes  against  you  as  well. 

Denver  March  Pow-Wow,  there  are  drum  groups  from  all  over  and  you  bring 
your  small  case  to  protect  feathers,  a cooler  and  food  and  sometimes  if 
your  lucky  a place  is  found  for  a folding  chair.  If  you  sit  in  the 
stands,  then  you  go  early  and  camp  out,  settle  in  for  the  long  ride, 
all  day  and  into  the  night.  You  don't  move  or  someone  will  take  your 
spot  and  then  where  would  you  be. 

You  start  early,  taking  in  water,  a little  more  that  usual,  and  stretch 
so  you  can  be  limber  and  not  stiff  when  you  dance.  Everything  is  ready, 
and  then  your  are  dressed,  the  roach,  the  bustles  and  scarves,  bells 
and  paint  go  on.  When  you  walk  the  tingle  of  the  large  bells  let's 
everyone  know  you  are  there.  You  hear  the  MC,  he  tells  a joke  about  how 
you  can  tell  how  far  some  people  have  come  by  the  number  of  bologna 
skins  on  the  floorboard  of  the  car,  the  more  skins  the  further  you  have 
come.  It  is  close  to  the  truth. 

He  calls  for  men's  fancy  dancers  and  there  you  go,  putting  on  a number, 
good  and  tight.  Down  on  to  the  arena  floor,  a lot  are  out  there  finding 
a place  with  enough  room  to  show  their  moves.  We  eye  each  other,  some 
outfits  look  good,  but  can  they  dance,  we  will  see.  The  announcer  calls 
on  the  Black  Lodge  singers  and  the  they  start  banging  on  the  drum,  then 
it  goes  quiet  and  you  can  hear  the  lead  singer. 

YYYYYAAAAAAA . . . . and  the  high  piercing  cry  is  followed  by  the  seven 
others  sitting  around,  and  there  are  women  standing  there  singing  as 
well,  they  can  sure  hit  those  high  notes.  You  see  the  kids,  and  other 
folks  running  to  the  drum  to  record  the  songs  for  later.  In  a moment 
you  can  see  them  no  more. 

I see  myself,  turning  and  twisting,  moves  practiced  over  and  over,  you 
should  have  seen  me  move  across  the  kitchen  floor.  My  moccasined  feet 
move  with  the  pounding  drum.  I spin  to  the  right,  there  is  an  opening 
there  and  I move  to  it,  turning,  spinning.  My  arms  go  out  and  I am 

flying,  everything  is  at  it  should  be it  feeelllsss  ssssooooo 

ggggooooooddddd it  is  my  time my  steps  dance  with  the 

drum.... I know  that  song  and  here  it  comes  a sneak  up.  I stop  on  a dime 
as  the  drum  stops,  some  of  the  dancers  stop  with  me,  the  rest  miss  the 
beat,  but  I made  it. 

Oh,  I am  tired,  my  bones  aren't  as  young  as  they  used  to  be  but  dancing 
is  what  it  is  all  about,  I will  think  about  it  later,  got  to  find  the 
energy  to  move.... come  on  move. . .yeah. . .1  am  there... the  crowd  is  a 
blur,  the  other  dancers  disappear  and  I am  alone  with  myself years 


and  time  melt  away  and  I open  my  eyes  and  the  crowd  has  come  back,  they 
are  still  a blur.  I have  finished,  my  steps  were  true  and  so  it  goes. 

The  MC  tells  us  to  stand  in  line  to  have  the  judges  look  at  us  one  last 
time.  I feel  the  sweat  from  under  my  arms  run  down  my  side,  but  that  is 
ok,  I have  made  it 

The  MC  calls  for  a break  and  there  is  an  Intertribal  dance,  a group 
from  Saskatchewan  picks  up  the  song.  Many  come  from  their  seats  and 
make  their  way  to  the  floor,  it  is  packed.  There  are  all  colors  of  the 
rainbow,  shawls  with  fringe,  red,  blue,  green  and  many  more,  they  all 
come  to  dance.  We  make  our  way  to  the  right  and  dance  around  slowly. 

Some  of  these  guys  are  really  good,  there  are  kids,  women,  old  folks, 
and  many  who  are  not  Indian,  but  who  cares,  we  are  all  one  and  so  we 
dance  around  and  around ... .yes  this  the  Denver  March  Pow-wow. 

I look  around  slowly  and  there  I see,  a friend,  a neighbor  she  doesn't 
live  but  a click  away.... she  is  dancing  on  the  floor... Hey  there  Suzan 

K....do  you  know  me.... she  looks  at  me  and  smiles  and  says yes.... 

we  share  some  time  on  Native  Web... and  so  I say.... come  let's  dance  over 

here  and  there  you  see  are  my  boys they  really  are  the  ones  who  are 

dancing  here  today  with  their  mother Suzan  K.  looks  around  and  poof 

....I  never  really  was  there... but  say  hello  to  everyone  there  for  me 
visit  us  at  Nativeweb.org,  discussion  message  board 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  1999  22:37:33  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  99 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XIV.  FRIDAY,  March  17,  1899  NUMBER  21 


The  ill-timed  truth  we  might  have  kept 
Who  knows  how  sharp  it  pierced  and  stung? 

The  word  we  had  not  sense  to  say  -- 
Who  knows  how  grandly  it  had  rung? 

Our  faults  no  tenderness  should  ask. 

The  chastening  stripes  must  cleanse  them  all; 
But  for  our  blunders  - Oh,  in  shame 
Before  the  eyes  of  heaven  we  fall. 

E.R.  SILL 


FROM  OUR  SOLDIER  BOY  IN  CUBA. 


We  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  our  Sioux  student  3oseph  DuBray,  who 
belongs  to  the  8th  Massachusetts,  now  at  Matanzas,  Cuba,  and  the 
following  extracts  from  a recent  breezy  letter  to  Mrs.  Cook  will  be  read 
with  interest. 

He  says: 

"I  had  a pleasant  journey  here  from  Americus,  Georgia.  The  trip  was 
enjoyable,  as  the  sea  was  as  calm  as  a common  pond  all  the  way  down 
here.  The  scenery  along  the  coast  of  Florida  was  something  grand. 

After  three  days'  voyage,  we  got  here  in  the  harbor  of  Matanzas. 
Matanzas  is  one  of  the  largest  cities  on  the  island  of  Cuba. 

The  first  thing  we  did  after  we  landed  was  to  pitch  our  little 


dog-tents.  We  lived  in  them  for  two  weeks,  until  we  pitched  oun  large 
tents  and  made  our  company  streets. 

The  large  tents  are  14x14  feet  and  have  wooden  floors.  The  floors  are 
raised  two  feet  from  the  ground  or  from  the  rocks.  It  is  just  as  well 

to  say  rocks  as  there  is  no  soil  on  the  ground. 

There  is  much  limestone  and  coral  formation. 

Rumor  says  that  the  8th  Massachusetts  is  going  back  to  the  United 
States,  but  I don't  know  when.  There  are  five  regiments  encamped  here 
at  Matanzas,  so  you  see  we  have  a large  camp. 

We  have  dress  parade  and  review  every  day  which  shows  the  power  and 

glory  of  the  United  States.  We  generally  have  many  Cuban  spectators 
from  the  city. 

Everything  seems  strange  here.  The  customs  of  the  people,  the  houses, 
etc.,  are  quite  different  from  that  of  the  United  States. 

The  houses  are  made  of  limestone  and  many  have  no  windows  in  them,  or 
rather  no  window  glass.  Iron  bars  are  substituted  for  window  glasses. 
The  bars  are  six  inches  apart,  the  same  as  they  have  in  prisons  up 
north,  so  when  an  American  visits  a house  he  feels  as  though  he  were  in 
prison . 

There  are  20,000  very  poor  people  here  in  the  Province  of  Matanzas. 
They  are  receiving  rations  from  the  United  States  Government. 

The  richer  classes  are  very  few  here,  and  of  course  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  find  out  who  are  rich  and  who  are  poor. 

LONG  FINGER  NAILS. 

The  way  I distinguish  between  the  rich  and  poor  is  to  look  at  the 
fingernails . 

The  rich  man  generally  lets  his  fingernails  grow  out  about  an  inch  and 
keeps  them  very  sharp  and  shiny,  while  the  poor  man  has  his  cut  short. 

I understand  that  they  have  their  fingernails  long  and  sharp  to  show 
to  the  public  that  they  don't  have  to  work  for  their  living  as  common 
men  do. 

It  is  pretty  hard  to  distinguish  the  young  ladies,  as  they  all  dress 
alike  and  powder  their  faces,  but  the  rich  ones  put  on  three  times  as 
much  powder,  and  that  is  the  way  I know  which  are  poor  and  which  are 
not.  When  I first  saw  a Cuban  young  lady  I thought  that  she  must  have 
fallen  into  a barrel  of  flour,  but  after  I was  here  a few  days  I learned 
that  they  powder  their  faces  with  a powder  which  they  call  "Creme." 

General  Gomez  came  here  a few  weeks  ago,  and  the  8th  turned  out  and 
met  him  at  the  station  and  escorted  him  to  the  Palace.  After  three  days 
he  went  to  Havana. 

Enclosed  in  the  letter  was  a rose  from  one  of  the  fine  residences  of 
the  city  of  Matanzas.  Joseph  is  bugler  and  also  practices  the  tonsorial 
art  upon  his  fellow  comrades,  by  which  means  the  keeps  himself  in  ready 
money. 
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William  Tivis,  '90,  in  a letter  renewing  subscription,  speaks 
encouragingly  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  about  the  cheer  that  the 
little  paper  carries  to  him  each  week. 

Mrs.  Tenie  Wirth  West,  class  '97,  missed  the  HELPER,  and  in  her  letter 
of  renewal,  said  "I  am  well  and  happy,  but  whenever  I think  of  Carlisle 
and  all  my  friends  there,  I get  lonesome."  Mrs.  West  lives  at  Poplar, 
Montana.  We  are  glad  to  be  missed  by  her,  but  more  glad  that  she  is 
well  and  happy. 


Our  Band  and  school  battalion  assisted  in  the  parade  in  honor  of  the 
return  of  Company  G,  which  was  held  Thursday  night.  The  town  papers 
have  this  to  say  of  the  Indian  School  part: 

Much  favorable  comment  is  heard  on  the  marching  of  the  Indian  School 
students.  Their  training  in  drilling  shows  excellent  results.  Major 
Pratt  was  very  kind  to  allow  the  band  and  students  to  participate,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  public  are  extended  him.  The  Indian  Band  won  new 
laurels.  -[The  Evening  Sentinel. 

The  Indian  Band  then  played  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  in  find  style 
and  hats  were  removed  respectfully  by  the  soldiers.  -[The  Herald. 

Dudge  Henderson,  in  his  able  remarks  at  the  Armory  said: 

"The  Red  Man  has  borne  for  years  cruel  injustice  at  the  hands  of  the 
white  man,  but  today  he  stands  before  us  in  the  full  stature  of 
manhood."  [Applause]. 


Joseph  Blackbear  '98,  has  been  appointed  assistant  disciplinarian  at 
the  Chilocco  Indian  School;  Oklahoma.  Mr.  Blackbear  has  served  long  and 
faithfully  under  Disciplinarian  Thompson,  and  is  well  prepared  for  his 
duties.  What  is  Carlisle's  loss  will  be  Chilocco's  gain,  and  while 
Carlisle  is  loth  to  give  up  her  faithful  workers  yet  her  principles  are 
and  ever  have  been  that  when  opportunity  offers  her  students  for  larger 
and  higher  responsibilities  no  inducements  shall  be  thrown  out  to  hold 
them  here.  Mr.  Blackbear  has  the  best  wishes  of  a host  of  friends  at 
Carlisle. 

Thirteen  or  fourteen  colored  loafers  on  the  street  corner  last 
Saturday  furnished  a text  for  Major  Pratts  talk  in  the  evening.  The 
loud  laugh  that  comes  from  a company  of  idlers  standing  on  the  corner  - 
a laugh  that  means  coarseness  shows  the  character  of  persons  who 
assemble  in  such  places.  The  Major  alluded  to  the  condition  of  the 
colored  people  of  the  South,  and  showed  how  their  growth  and  development 
depends  upon  their  own  exertion.  Their  degraded  state  is  due  largely  to 
their  own  actions.  We  should  conduct  our  selves  in  a quiet,  gentle 
way.  He  would  not  go  to  a corner  where  there  were  men  loafing  to  get  a 
young  man  for  business.  There  is  a breeding  of  discontent  among 
loafers.  It  matters  not  how  industrious  they  have  been  for  a whole 
week,  such  idleness  for  a short  time  is  enough  to  condemn  them.  They 
made  the  basis  upon  which  to  judge  their  character.  Their  conduct  was 
against  the  good  order  of  the  town,  and  they  were  entitled  to 
consideration  in  the  town  in  accordance  with  their  acts  on  the  street 
corner . 

The  Major  was  glad  to  see  our  own  boys  and  girls  moving  along  the 
streets  as  though  on  business  bent.  He  would  have  our  young  people 
always  walk  as  though  they  had  an  intelligent  purpose  to  accomplish,  and 
go  in  a quiet,  orderly  way. 

William  Denomie,  '94,  answers  a farm  matron's  charge  of  a few  weeks 
back:  "I  have  just  read  the  item  referring  to  the  exceptions  taken  by  a 
farm  mother  to  my  remark  about  seeing  something  of  the  world  before 
tying  self  to  a wife.  I think  my  proposition  is  perfectly  clear.  I 
certainly  meant  just  what  I said,  and  I shall  stick  to  it.  I did  not 
mean  to  cast  any  discredit  on  the  fair  sex,  and  I trust  that  no  one  has 
taken  my  remark  in  that  spirit.  I expect  to  get  married  some  day,  and 


when  the  time  comes  to  "propose/'  my  friends  need  not  worry  about  my 
nerve  failing  me.  I don't  like  that  hitching-post  comparison. 

A post  is  something  that  has  no  growth;  neither  is  it  capable  of 
exertion.  Surely  no  sensible  woman  would  consent  to  tie  herself  to  a 
thing  like  that.  Mental  growth  and  exertion  of  mind  and  body  are  the 
qualities  that  win  women,  fame  and  wealth  in  the  active  world.  But  if  a 
man  remains  on  a reservation  all  of  his  life,  he  might  just  as  well  be  a 
hitching  post  so  far  as  winning  anything  is  concerned. 

George  Hazlett,  '99,  arrived  in  San  Francisco  all  right,  as  a letter 
written  soon  after  arrival  tells  us.  He  says  he  had  a very  pleasant 
trip  all  the  way  and  saw  a great  many  things  of  interest.  The  weather 
was  warm  and  the  dust  and  sand  on  the  plains  of  Texas  and  Arizona  "was 
something  terrible,  but  the  country  through  which  we  came  yesterday  was 
delightful."  He  expected  to  take  the  boat  Pomona,  the  same  afternoon, 
which  would  probably  arrive  at  Eureka  the  next  day,  but  when  he  was  to 
reach  Hoopa  Valley  he  knew  not.  The  Hoopa  Valley  boys  and  girls  here 
know  that  he  had  perhaps  the  most  tiresome  and  tedious  part  of  his 
journey  to  make  from  Eureka  - an  all  day's  or  an  all-night's  ride  by 
horse  or  mule  back,  if  he  takes  the  shortest  way.  George  is  a young  man 
who  will  get  good  and  learn  much  from  every  such  experience,  and  his 
many  friends  at  Carlisle  wish  him  unbounded  success. 
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The  bird  letters  on  last  page  are  worth  reading. 

An  annex  to  the  stable  is  building  in  the  rear. 

The  band  gives  a concert  in  Chambersburg  tonight. 

Mrs.  Cook  spent  a part  of  Sunday  in  Philadelphia. 

We  now  have  920  pupils  enrolled.  Not  so  far  from  a thousand,  is  it? 

Misses  Fulton  and  Young,  of  Harrisburg,  were  guests  of  Miss  Forster 
last  week. 

Ten  candidates  are  training  for  the  relay  Team  and  twenty  for  the  Base 
Ball  team. 

Kendall  Paul,  '99,  is  having  a good  time  in  Washington,  with  friends 
he  is  visiting. 

Miss  Cannon,  of  Bridgeville,  Delaware,  has  been  a guest  of  Miss  Nana 
Pratt  for  a few  days. 

Mrs.  Butler  presided  at  the  piano  on  Sunday  in  the  place  of  Mrs. 

Sawyer  who  was  absent  for  the  day. 

Nancy  Wheelock  left  yesterday  for  Waterbury  Connecticut,  where  she 
will  take  a course  of  nursing. 

Corbett  Lawyer  left  for  Santa  Fe  last  Friday  evening  to  take  a 
position  in  the  Government  school  of  that  place. 

A series  of  relay  races  between  teams  from  the  different  school  rooms, 
will  be  held  Saturday  afternoon,  March  25th. 

Mrs.  Craft,  who  has  been  visiting  her  daughter  Mrs.  Thompson,  left  on 
Saturday  for  her  home  in  Albany,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Ralston  has  been  visiting  boys  on  farms  for  a couple  of  weeks  and 
has  returned  laden  with  all  sorts  of  reports,  most  of  which  are  good. 

The  Beautiful  Spring  weather  of  this  week  brought  out  many  a 
winter-stowed  bicycle,  all  of  which  were  as  frisky  as  colts  in  their 
gyrations . 

Mrs.  Davis,  mother  of  the  Davis  children  and  sister  of  the  Warren 
pupils  is  with  us  for  a visit.  Her  baby  boy,  Delancey,  is  a great  pet 
in  the  girls'  quarters. 

Our  school  has  entered  the  Relay  Carnival  to  be  held  by  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  April  25th.  Last  year  we  won  a fine  banner  and  four 
fine  gold  watches,  in  prizes. 

Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Hall,  of  Perris,  California,  who  were  with  us 
last  week  and  went  to  Washington,  returned  friday,  leaving  for  the  West 
the  next  evening.  They  are  people  of  long  experience  in  the  Indian 
service. 

Robert  Emmett  '99,  who  is  in  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph  office,  will 
spend  his  Sundays  at  the  school  for  this  month.  He  was  home  last  Sunday 
for  the  first  and  spoke  in  high  terms  of  his  new  place,  and  the 
treatment  he  receives  from  those  about  the  office. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  the  new  Duniors  held  their  first  business 
meeting  since  promotions.  Considerable  business  was  gone  through  with, 
among  other  things  the  selection  of  the  class  Relay  team.  Frank 
Campeau  was  appointed  captain  of  the  team,  and  the  other  members  are 
Edwin  Moore,  Frank  Beaver,  George  Conner  and  lames  lohnson. 

On  Tuesday  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  of  Steelton,  celebrated  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  their  wedding,  and  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  went  over  to  help 
celebrate . 

Tonight  it  is  Miss  Cochran's  and  Miss  Ericson's  turn  to  visit  the 
Invincibles;  Mrs.  Cook  and  Miss  Forster,  the  Standards  and  Misses  Cutter 
and  Hill  the  Susans. 

Mrs.  Cook  and  Mrs.  Butler  have  exchanged  rooms,  the  latter  going  in 
the  suite  of  rooms  occupied  by  Miss  Wood,  and  the  former  taking  the  room 
over  Miss  Ely's  office  in  the  Administration  Building. 

We  learn  through  a reliable  source  that  Superintendent  Campbell  of  the 
Warm  Springs,  Oregon,  school  has  been  transferred  to  Chemawa,  Oregon,  as 
Assistant  Superintendent.  Miss  Irene  says  they  are  glad  to  make  the 
change . 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the 
Carlisle  Indian  School,  was  held  Tuesday  evening  the  7th,  in  the 
Association  Hall.  Isaac  Seneca  was  elected  President.  The  other 
officers  are:  Vice  President,  Edwin  Smith;  Secretary,  lohn  B.  Warren; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  lacob  Horne;  Treasurer,  Samuel  G.  Brown. 

Six  of  the  Perris  girls  who  arrived  last  week  entertained  the  student 
body  most  delightfully  for  a short  time  last  Saturday  night  after  Major 
was  through  speaking.  Four  of  them  had  mandolins  and  two  guitars,  and 
they  played  spirited  music  in  good  time  and  tune.  It  was  a surprise  to 
everybody,  and  the  applause  they  received  was  hearty  and  continued. 

We  have  another  addition  of  a Porto  Rican  who  was  brought  from  New 
Castle,  this  State,  by  Mr.  lames  M.  Hamilton.  The  boy's  name  is  lose 
Ayarro.  That  he  will  do  his  best  to  obey  orders  was  evidenced  the  other 
day  when  the  bell  rang,  without  waiting  to  fall  in.  He  had  not  learned 
that  he  was  to  go  in  line  with  the  others.  His  one  idea  was  to  get  to 
school  as  soon  after  the  bell  rang  as  possible,  and  not  until  he  arrived 
in  his  class  room  did  he  find  his  mistake. 

Last  Friday  evening,  the  Invincibles  discussed  in  open  debate  the 
question.  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  will  be  benefited  by  the 
building  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  lohn  Warren,  Charles  Roberts  and  Isaac 
Seneca  chose  the  affirmative  side  portraying  the  benefits  to  commerce, 
the  stimulating  effect  to  trade,  and  how  such  a canal  would  facilitate 
our  naval  operations  as  well  as  aid  in  carrying  civilization  to  the 
people  of  our  new  possessions.  On  the  other  hand,  Caleb  Sickles  and 
lames  lohnson  thought  that  the  benefits  would  not  compensate  for  the 
enormity  of  the  expense  of  such  a project,  nor  of  the  loss  of  lives  that 
the  labor  would  entail,  and  they  took  the  position  that  it  would  be 
legislating  of  ra  special  class.  The  weight  of  argument  seemed  to  be  on 
the  affirmative  side  and  so  the  ludges  decided.  There  were  more  members 
of  the  society  present  than  usual,  and  a spirited  debate  occurred 
relative  to  points  of  order  in  which  President  Martin  Wheelock 
maintained  the  dignity  befitting  his  office,  and  rendered  wise 
decisions . 
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A CARLISLE  BOY  CAME  TO  THE  RESCUE. 


Inspector  Graves,  in  his  remarks  before  the  student  body  two  weeks 
ago,  said  that  in  six  years  the  country  in  Montana  about  Belknap  and 
vicinity  had  been  raised  from  a wilderness.  Through  the  irrigation 
scheme  there  have  grown  up  good  homes,  while  fields  of  grain  and  corn  as 
good  as  one  would  see  around  here,  may  be  seen  on  every  hand.  The 
certainty  of  crops  has  given  the  Indians  courage  to  work  with  a will. 

He  also  told  of  attending  a council  out  on  the  Ute  reservation  where 
the  Indians  made  many  complaints  and  talked  against  sending  their 
children  away  to  school.  When  they  were  through  they  wanted  to  know 
what  the  Inspector  had  to  say,  and  he  told  me  that  some  things  they  had 


said  were  true  and  some  were  not.  He  told  them  that  he  had  been  to  see 
the  schools  they  had  talked  about  and  that  they  were  located  in  a good 
country. 

When  he  was  done  speaking,  an  old  chief  got  up  and  said  that  the 
Inspector  had  talked  with  a smooth  tongue  but  what  he  said  was  not 
true.  Then  other  chiefs  in  the  circle  gave  their  accustomed  "How!  How!" 
of  assent  and  made  sport  of  the  Inspector,  but  there  was  one  young  man 
who  had  the  courage  to  rise  and  say  that  what  the  Inspector  had  said  was 
true.  The  young  man  was  a Carlisle  student,  and  he  came  to  the  rescue, 
faced  the  old  chiefs,  and  spoke  the  truth  in  such  a manly  way  that  he 
changed  the  sentiment  of  the  council. 

The  old  Indian  is  easily  lead  through  his  reasoning  faculties  to  adopt 
the  best  ways,  and  much  of  the  sentiment  against  sending  the  children  of 
the  tribe  out  into  broader  opportunities  than  can  be  given  in  the  home 
school,  is  engendered  by  those  who  through  personal  reasons  are  against 
the  plan  that  separates  and  individualizes. 


FROM  SOME  LITTLE  BIRDS  AT  THE  CARLISLE  SCHOOL. 


As  a school  exercise  the  small  pupils  of  No.  6 imagined  themselves 
birds  and  then  wrote  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand . 

The  old  man  was  very  much  pleased  to  get  the  letters  and  wishes  he  had 
space  in  his  paper  to  print  all,  but  as  he  has  not,  a few  extracts  from 
two  or  three  will  show  the  trend. 

"This  winter  I was  away  down  in  Maryland,"  wrote  one  little  bird. 

"I  had  a very  nice  nest  for  my  home  which  was  made  of  some  feathers 
and  pieces  of  ribbon.  When  I was  coming  back  to  Carlisle  some  of  the 
white  boys  threw  stones  at  me. 

I was  going  to  make  my  nest  by  John's  store  (North  Hanover  Street)  but 
when  the  boys  threw  at  me  I went  to  the  Indian  School  which  was  my  home 
last  year. 

When  the  boys  were  coming  back  from  dinner  they  spoke  loud  saying: 

'There  is  Robin  Redbreast.  ' 

I think  they  were  glad  to  see  me.  They  did  not  throw  stones  at  me. 

I made  my  home  near  the  small  Boys'  Quarters.  They  liked  to  watch  me 
when  I was  building  my  nest. 

I hope  this  letter  will,  by  a wind,  blow  into  the  school-room." 

Another  says: 

"I  am  a Blue  Bird.  I arrived  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  and  I had  a very 
nice  trip. 

On  my  way,  I saw  many  large  forests  and  plenty  to  eat  in  them.  I 

stopped  in  some  of  these  forests  when  I was  tired  and  sang  beautiful 

songs.  I knew  Spring  was  near,  so  I thought  to  come  over  to  this  town, 
only  it  seems  a little  cold,  but  I can  stand  it.  Maybe  you  have  seen  me 
already.  If  you  haven't,  look  for  me  and  you  will  find  me  singing  some 
of  these  bright  mornings." 

Another  Blue  Bird  from  Atlanta,  Georgia,  says: 

"Before  I got  half  way  to  Carlisle  I was  caught  in  a snow-storm.  I 

went  in  a barn  for  shelter,  and  while  I had  my  head  under  my  wing  up 

crept  Miss  Pussy.  I just  had  time  to  escape,  and  now  I am  at  Carlisle. 
When  I first  came,  all  the  birds  I saw  were  sparrows.  I am  building  a 
new  nest  in  a walnut  tree  and  will  make  that  my  home  until  next  fall." 


We  have  a subscriber  in  Brandtsville  who  is  over  eighty  years  of  age 
and  she  says  she  finds  the  HELPER  a very  interesting  paper. 


The  man  who  has  begun  to  live  more  seriously  within  begins  to  live 
more  simply  without.  -PHILLIPS  BROOKS. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  13  letters. 

My  2,  12,  1,  4 is  big  talk. 

My  13,  3,  9,  10  is  vapor. 

My  5,  7,  11,  6 is  early. 

My  8,  1,  12,  10  is  an  excrescence. 


My  whole  is  something  which  boys  enjoy. 
SUBSCRIBER. 


ANSWER  TO  ENIGMA  IN  NO.  18:  Snow  Balling. 
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"RE : Poem:  Ind'n  Car"  

Date:  Wed,  07  Oct  1998  11:15:28  -0600 
From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subj : Ind'n  Car 

Ind'n  Car 

It  used  to  be  gray, 
then  it  got  a $29.95, 
silver  paint  job. 

Then  it  was  peeling  and  spotted, 
that  was  real  appropriate  since, 

I've  always  liked  Appaloosas. 

The  stick  busted  but, 
that  was  ok  since  that's, 
what  vice-grips  are  for. 

It  was  a noisy  beast, 
and  the  exhaust  system, 
was  mostly  clamps  and  cans. 

When  you  got  in, 

you  hadda  be  careful  or, 

the  springs  would  bite  your  ass. 

The  duct  tape  which, 

held  most  things  together, 

at  least  matched  the  paint  job. 

The  radio  worked, 

but  not  much  else, 

on  the  dash  showed  life. 

Then  it  got  sold  since, 

I gotta  good  job, 
and  bought  an  import. 

But  I'd  bet, 

these  shiny  toy  cars, 

won't  last  half  as  long. 

John  Berry 

Oklahoma 

1998 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  99  04:12:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  30-April  5 


MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

30 

Stone  remains  when  all  else  passes  away. 

31 

Build  to  preserve,  not  to  destroy. 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

April  was  the  last  of  the  6 months  in  the  Hoo-ilo,  or  Winter,  period  of 
ancient  times,  which  ran  from  November  through  April. 

1 

The  earth's  magic  is  a gift  of  wonder. 

2 

Never  abandon  your  dreams. 

3 

Memories  dwell  within  the  soul. 

4 

Return  to  the  places  of  childhood  --  there  is  your  cycle  renewed. 

5 

Happiness  and  fulfillment  are  found  only  in  our  own  hearts. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  - 

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  14:13:42  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Subj : #0006 


Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0006 

Once  there  was  an  Indian  who  became  a Christian.  He  became  a very  good 
Christian;  he  went  to  church,  and  he  didn't  smoke  or  drink,  and  he  was 
good  to  everyone.  He  was  a good  man.  Then  he  died.  First  he  went  to  the 
Indian  hereafter, but  they  wouldn't  take  him  because  he  was  a Christian.  Then 
he  went  to  the  Heavens,  but  they  wouldn't  let  him  in  - because  he  was  an 
Indian.  Then  he  went  to  Hell,  but  they  wouldn't  admit  him  either,  because  he 
was  so  good,  so  he  became  alive  again,  and  he  went  to  the  Buffalo  Dance  and 
other  dances  and  taught  his  children  to  do  the  same. 

ANONYMOUS,  Fox 

The  Pueblo  Rebellion  of  1680,  incited  by  eighty  years  of  cruelty  to 
Native  Americans  in  the  Southwest,  caught  the  Spanish  completely  off  guard. 
Within  a matter  of  weeks,  over  four  hundred  of  them  were  massacred.  Priest 
were  slain  before  their  altars;  the  mission  churches  and  livestock  were  set 
on  fire;  and  twenty  five  hundred  soldiers  were  driven  south  to  Mexico. 

In  an  effort  to  discover  how  such  an  attack  could  possibly  have 
occurred,  Spanish  inquisitors  interrogated  the  Indian  prisoners.  It  was 
said  that  Pope',  a San  Duan  medicine  man  and  the  leader  of  the  "Indian 
sorcerers",  prepared  the  secret  timing  in  which  all  nineteen  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Pueblos  rose  up  in  arms  simultaneously.  This  idea  had  always  been  a 
thought  to  these  people,  life  for  them  was  ruled  by  Christian  Law  something 
they  knew  nothing  of  but  had  a great  religion  themselves  which  was  now  the 
price  of  death  if  they  continued  to  practice.  They  had  all  lived  to  see  what 
happened  to  the  people  who  thought  this  way,  seven  were  hung  for  this  same 
cause,  and  everyone  feeling  total  despair,  subduing  these  thoughts...  Even 
marriages  were  fixed,  unable  to  even  feel  love.  Remember  these  people  had 
been  living  like  this  for  around  eighty  years,  and  eighty  years  of  hostile 


abuse  was  brewing. 

A few  years  after  the  hangings.  Pope'  had  a vision  and  communicated 
with  three  Indians,  they  told  him  to  tie  a cord  of  maguey  fiber  into 
nineteen  knots  for  each  of  the  missions  and  send  around  to  the  different 
Pueblos,  the  youngsters  who  ran  the  tie  around  were  sworn  by  death  if  they 
told  anyone  what  was  about  to  happen.  They  told  each  of  the  missions  to 
untie  a knot  if  in  agreement  and  send  smoke  signals  to  allow  others  to  start 
the  planning.  Two  days  before  the  time  set  to  execute  the  secret  uprising, 
his  lordship  learned  of  this  outrage  and  jailed  two  Indians  who  he  knew  were 
involved,  people  were  nervous  and  knew  these  two  would  soon  be  hung,  hung 
for  which  all  believed  they  could  take  no  more,  they  all  cried  out  and  sent 
smoke  signals  to  let  all  the  land  know,  now  is  the  time!  For  a people  who 
were  "lost"  and  now  found, (the  song  Amazing  Grace  had  been  pounded  into 
their  heads  for  yeas)  they  finally  felt  discovered;  and  they  being  the  one's 
who  would  kill  a murderous  religion,  the  Spaniards  who  inflicted  it  and 
their  women  and  children.  A calmness  came  over  the  people  after  all  laid 
dead  and  Pope'  started  to  yell"  Go,  broadin  your  lands,  cultivate  your  own 
fields  and  labor  as  you  wish".  People  went  back  to  the  missions  breaking 
every  cross,  holy  images  that  hung  to  the  walls  and  utterly  destroying 
everything  pertaining  to  Christianity  even  burning  the  temples  and  breaking 
the  bells,  which  rang  when  it  was  time  to  worship,  as  a joke  that  a bell 
told  the  white  man  when  he  was  hungry.  Then  they  separated  from  marriage  and 
took  those  they  desired. 

They  felt  to  have  a cleansing  would  cleanse  them  of  them  of  their 
Christian  names,  so  they  jumped  into  a river  and  washed  with  amole,  a native 
root  to  this  land,  washing  even  their  clothing,  understanding  that  they  had 
washed  off  Christian  rule.  They  made  ugly  masks  resembling  the  devil  for  a 
dance  of  the  Kachina,  they  believed  the  devil  himself  made  them  understand 
that  they  could  not  live  in  harmony  with  such  evil  for  they  were  guilty  of 
no  wrong  doing  for  a God  to  condemn  them,  and  this  God  was  now  going  to  bless 
them  with  great  abundance,  health  and  leisure...  They  had  learned  that  good 
would  prevail,  and  not  that  the  devil  was  compassionate  in  any  way  but  they 
had  walked  with  evil  and  a profound  sense  of  not  belonging  was  overwhelming. 
They  seen  no  other  way  but  to  murder  those  who  seen  them  less  than  human. 

In  these  times  people  were  taken  to  a missions,  boarding  schools  or  fought 
and  became  "wild,  savage,  rebels",  now  our  greatest  heros!  I think  to 
say  who  were  savages,  rebels  or  heros  would  have  to  see  that  the  few  that 
held  out  probably  could  see  that  there  was  no  living  in  peace  with  these 
people.  A very  smart  person  learns  from  the  mistakes  of  others  or  the  fate 
of  them. . . 

True  History: 

In  the  1800' s people  believed  by  killing  the  buffalo  the  Indians  would  soon 
disappear  ( cease  to  be  seen  or  known),  intentional  genocide  by  way  of 
starvation . 


"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  22  March  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  14:17:52  -0600 

From:  Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Subj:  Spiritual  Ceremony  at  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery 

For  More  Information 
Contact:  Harold  Iron  Shield 
Phone:218-236-5434  or  E-mail : npmc@pepp . org 

PRESS  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 

INSANE  ASYLUM  GATHERING  SET  FOR  MAY  29,  1999 


A Spiritual  ceremony  will  be  held  at  the  Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery 
located  in  the  Hiawatha  golf  course  in  Canton,  South  Dakota  on  Saturday, 
May  29,  1999  beginning  at  12:00  noon. 

The  Asylum  opened  only  12  years  after  the  Wounded  Knee  Massacre  in  which 
the  United  States  government  continued  its  campaign  to  stop  all  spiritual 
activities  in  communities  on  reservations  nationwide. 

For  thirty-two  years  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  operated  and 
maintained  the  facility  at  Canton,  providing  patients  of  various  tribes 
with  treatment  that  was  influenced  by  a mixture  of  humanitarian  concern. 
Oftentimes,  the  treatment  received  by  patients  was  harsh  or  in  some  form 
of  punishment. 

Because  of  ill  treatment,  the  institution  was  under  investigation  by  a 
federal  agent  who  witnessed  deplorable  conditions  in  the  living  quarters 
of  the  patients. 

His  investigation  indicated  that  patients  were  beaten,  women  were  raped 
by  white  male  workers  in  the  asylum,  bed  sheets  were  blacken  because  of 
the  lack  of  change,  chamber  pots  were  not  changed  and  the  smell  was  so  bad 
the  investigator  could  not  understand  how  patients  continued  to  live  in 
such  deplorable  conditions. 

This  year's  organizers  are  asking  all  traditional,  spiritual  people  to 
attend  this  years  ceremony  as  well  as  the  public. 


Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  20:31:32  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Portland  Benefit  concert/raffle 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  20:21:49  -0800 
From:  Ken  <knowack@pdx.wantweb. net> 

Please  pass  this  along: 

May  8th  1999  I will  be  hosting  a benefit  for  the  Dineh  in  Portland 
OR.  Several  local  bands  have  already  agreed  to  play,  and  local 
businesses  have  contributed  stuff  for  us  to  raffle  off.  I am  DESPERATELY 
SEEKING  someone  who  would  like  to  come  here  to  speak  at  the  event.  I 
can  provide  a plane  ticket  to  get  you  here,  and  food&lodging  during  your 
stay.  I need  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  if  anyone  is  interested.  It'll 
take  about  three  weeks  to  arrange  everything.  I can  be  reached  at 
<knowack@pdx.wantweb.net>.  THANKS! ! ! 


Date:  22  Mar  1999  04:07:05  GMT 
From:  "SOULFLY"  <SOULFLY@prodigy . net> 

Subj : Pow  Wow-  People  of  the  Dawn 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

APRIL  16th,  17th,  18th  1999  in  Beaver  Dam  Park,  Gloucester  VA 

GreyDawn  Fellowship  sponsors  the  3rd  Annual  "People  of  the  Dawn  Pow  Wow". 

The  Pow  Wow  is  Free  and  open  the  Public,  Gates  Open  at  10am  until  Dusk. 

Special  Guests  include: 

M.C.  Ron  Snow  Owl 

Recording  Artist: 

Georgie  lessup 

Host  Drum: 

Lenape 
Red  Thunder 

Also  there  will  be  Storytelling,  Arts,  Silver. 

Please  bring  a Lawn  Chair  or  Blanket. 

Vender  booths  are  available. 

For  more  information  call  Greydawn  at  757-726-0222  or  email 
kobalt@mindspring.com. 

Remember  no  drugs  or  alcohol  permitted.  No  Firearms! 


Date:  Sun,  21  Mar  1999  16:47:29  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : Planning  Carlisle  Powwow/Festival  - 2000 

First  notice  - mark  your  calendars  ! 

We  need  your  help  and  support 
in  organizing  . . . 

POWWOW  2000:  REMEMBERING  CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL 
Part  of  the  250th  Anniversary  celebration  of  Cumberland  County- 
Proud  of  the  Past  | Focused  on  the  Future 
CARLISLE,  PENNSYLVANIA 
MAY  27  AND  28,  2000 

Festival 

Crafts,  food,  music 
Vendors  by  invitation  only 
Powwow  Program 
Dancing 
Singing 
Regalia 
Reception 

For  keynote  speakers,  U.S.  Army  Guests,  War  College  Community, 
Historical  Organizations,  Native  American  participants  and  Cumberland 
County  Residents.  Reception  to  be  open  to  the  public. 

All  festival  events  during  Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  a Reception  Friday 

evening.  May  26. 

Two-day  weekend  events  over  the  Memorial  Day  weekend. 

MISSION  STATEMENT: 

The  purpose  of  the  gathering  is  to  recognize  the  historical 
significance  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  and  the  American  Indian 
School  movement,  and  to  promote  understanding  and  good  will  through  a 
series  of  culturally  diverse  activities.  By  sharing  and  promoting  the 
ideals  of  Native  American  Society  in  conjunction  with  the  hospitality  of 
the  host  community  we  will  honor  our  relatives,  veterans  and  friends. 

If  you  can  help,  or  want  to  share  your  ideas  about  this  event,  please 

email  landis@epix.net. 


Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  00:11:00  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj:  TRADITIONAL  SUPPORT  CARAVAN 
From  BIGMTLIST 

SUPPORT  NATIVE  RESISTANCE  & THE  TRADITIONAL  SUPPORT  CARAVAN 

Support  Native  Resistance  (SNR)  is  a student  run  organization  located  on 
the  University  of  Colorado  campus  in  Boulder,  CO. 

SNR  supports  the  efforts  of  the  Indigenous  People  all  over  the  world  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  life  that  was  given  to  them  by  the  creator  such  that 
it  is  free  to  love  and  to  hold  valuable  that  which  they  are  taught  without 
the  encroachment  of  overbearing  power  mongrels  with  nothing  better  to  do 
then  to  infatuate  their  own  greed. 

The  Traditional  Support  Caravan  (TSC)  is  a community  outreach 
organization  that  gathers  resources  every  semester  to  take  to  families 
that  are  resisting  relocation  by  staying  at  their  ancestral  homes  in 
response  to  intensive  strip-mining  in  their  area.  These  people  consist 
mainly  of  Navajo  (Spanish)  or  Dine  (Traditional)  elders  who  bravely  wage 
war  with  the  corporate  mongrel:  Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Their  identity  exists  with  the  land  as  does  the  land's  identity  exist 
with  them.  This  is  what  it  means  to  be  indigenous  and  we  applaud  them  for 
holding  to  their  identities  for  the  sake  of  themselves  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  land. 

The  people  who  need  us  the  most  right  now  live  near  Big  Mountain  in  the 
Black  Mesa  Region  of  the  Navajo  Nation  in  Northern  Arizona.  A big  group 
of  people  were  just  issued  eviction  notices  saying  that  they  had  90  days 
to  get  off  of  the  land  or  they  would  be  forced  to  leave. 

These  people  need  some  form  of  help  and  we  the  organizers  of  TSC  for 


this  yean  are  currently  in  the  process  of  fitting  together  a plan  of 
action  and  of  service  for  these  people. 

We  need  4 Wheel  Drive  vehicles  that  can  easily  survive  a trek  through 
the  Arizona  Prairie  without  the  security  of  paved  roads.  We  need  resources. 

Namely  money  but  supplies  and  materials  can  help  a lot  as  well. 

We  need  those  of  you,  who  are  willing  to  spend  your  spring  break  hauling 
dirt,  cutting  wood,  and  herding  sheep  while  camping  beneath  the  stars  in 
the  Arizona  Prairie.  If  you  are  there:  Follow  this  link  Apply  for  Caravan 
Spring  Break  99' 

I'm  afraid  that  time  is  on  its  heels  for  us  here  but  if  you  have  it 
please  check  out  these  sights  for  more  information  about  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
and  the  plight  of  the  Indigenous  People  that  represent  the  people  we  are 
going  to  try  and  help  this  spring  break. 

If  there  are  any  questions  please  contact: 

Support  Native  Resistance 
c/o  University  Memorial  Center 
1600  Euclid 
Campus  Box  207 
Boulder,  CO  80309 
Office:  (303)  492-4222 
e-mail:  cstern@colorado.edu 
The  above  taken  from  he  SNR  web  page  at: 

http : //www. Colorado. edu /Stud entGroup s/Support Nat iveRe si stance/ 
Support%20Home . html 


Date:  Tue,  23  Mar  1999  11:11:04  EST 
From:  BrentMD@aol.com 
Subj : April  Performance 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 

Brent  Michael  Davids  - Quartz  Crystal  Flutes 
-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
LATE  NIGHT  in  GALLERY  8 
Night  of  the  Mutant  Instruments 
Saturday,  April  17,  10  PM 

Late  Night  in  Gallery  8 returns  for  a sixth  season  of  boundry-stretching 
sound  in  performance.  Experience  new  musical  collaborations,  found 
sounds,  and  rarely  voiced  inclinations  --  all  in  an  intimate  cabaret 
setting.  Copresented  by  the  American  Composers  Forum  and  the  Walker  Art 
Center . 

"Night  of  the  Mutant  Instruments"  is  a wild  evenings  of  newly  invented 
musical  instruments  gone  feral,  curated  by  Harry  Partch  authority  and 
composer  Philip  Blackburn.  In  addition  to  an  instrument  petting-zoo  and 
a jam  session  of  mutant  acoustical  devices,  this  evening  includes  BRENT 
MICHAEL  DAVIDS  on  crystal  flutes  and  tape.  Davids  is  a young  composer 
whose  music  moves  between  the  worlds  of  the  Kronos  Quartet,  loffrey 
Ballet,  National  Symphony  Orchestra  and  Native  American  Song.  Davids,  a 
member  of  the  Mohican  Nation,  is  an  internationally  recognized  Composer 
and  he  performs  on  handmade  flutes  of  quartz  crystal. 

Other  performances  include:  local  sound  sculptor  Norman  Anderson  playing 
his  newest  creation,  Ron  Goerge  of  Los  Angeles  leading  local  players  on 
his  homemade  American  gamelon  (a  menagerie  of  sweetly  tund  aluminum), 
and  Mark  Bruckner's  junkyard  percussion. 

All  performances  are  $8  (4$  Walker  and  ACF  members)  and  take  place  in 
the  Walker's  Gallery  8 Restaurant.  Wine,  beer,  and  assorted 
refreshments  available.  Tickets:  (612)  375-7622.  Walker  Art  Center, 
Vineland  Place  at  Lyndale  Avenue  South,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403.  For  more 
information:  BrentMD@aol.com 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 


Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 


Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 

Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 

Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates:$42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Danet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Alabama  Spring  Events  Update  1999 

Note:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  describing  events:  AD  - 
Arena  Director,  FP  - Flute  Player,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HG  - 
Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HS  - Head  Singer,  HV  - 
Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior 
Society. 

Mar.  20-21:  Spring  Gathering  of  the  Wolf  & Longhair  Clans  of  the  Echota 
Cherokee  Tribe  of  Alabama,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander  City,  AL. 
This  is  a social  event  open  to  Native  Americans  & invited  guests  only,  and 
not  open  to  the  general  public.  There  will  be  a sweat  lodge,  story  telling 
circles,  teaching  circles,  drumming  & dancing.  A fire  pit  will  be 
constructed  for  cooking,  which  will  be  done  on  a committee  basis.  Bring 
whatever  foods  you  wish  to  eat.  Diane  DeLoach  will  be  responsible  for 
coordinating  the  cooking.  She  can  be  reached  at  (334)  365-7979.  Everyone 
who  can  do  so  is  encouraged  to  bring  the  following  items:  stones  for  the 
fire  pit  & sweat  lodge  (no  limestone  or  quartz,  please);  firewood; 
blankets  for  the  sweat  lodge.  The  entire  overflow  area  of  the  park  has 
been  reserved  for  this  event.  Camping  is  $5.00  per  tent.  You  should  notify 
the  park  that  you  are  with  the  Echota  gathering,  and  they  will  tell  you 
how  to  get  to  the  site.  The  park's  numbers  are:  (256)  329-0845  or  1-800- 
ALA-PARK.  A special  guest  scheduled  to  attend  is  Mrs.  Mabelle  McDonald,  an 
Elder  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  of  North  Carolina.  Dohnice, 
a member  of  the  Echotas,  will  be  acting  as  Mrs.  McDonald's  spokesperson. 
Protocols  as  to  the  Mrs.  McDonald  will  be  handled  through  Dohnice.  It  is 
appropriate  to  offer  a gift  of  tobacco  to  an  Elder.  For  more  information, 
contact  Richard  D.  Pyle  at  quihadi@juno.com. 

Mar.  27-Apr.  4:  Southeastern  Rendezvous  of  the  National  Muzzleloaders 
Association,  at  Ft.  Toulouse  - Dackson  Park,  Wetumpka,  AL.  Info:  (334) 
567-3002. 

April  Cancellation:  The  Spring  Native  American  Festival  at  Horsepens  40, 
Steele,  AL,  has  been  cancelled  due  to  renovations  at  the  site.  A fall 
festival  is  planned  for  October.  For  more  info,  call  (800)  421-8564  or 
(256)  570-0002. 

April  10-11:  Indian  Dance  Festival,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  near  Childersburg, 
AL.  There  will  be  no  pow  wow  this  year,  just  a dance  festival  featuring 
demonstration  dancing  & drumming,  story  telling,  demonstrations  on 
basketmaking  and  the  construction  of  blowguns  & arrowheads.  There  will 
also  be  a demonstration  of  alligator  wrestling,  several  food  vendors,  and 
over  100  crafts  & notions  vendors  (both  Native  & non-Native).  Hours:  9am- 
5pm  each  day;  admission  $5.00  for  adults;  children  under  six  get  in  free. 

MC  is  Rick  Bird  of  Cherokee,  NC.  Drum:  Bird  Chopper.  Info:  Doe  Beckham 
(800)  933-CAVE. 

Apr.  10-11:  French  & Indian  Encampment  at  Ft.  Toulouse,  located  in  Ft. 
Toulouse-Dackson  Park  near  Wetumpka,  AL.  Re-enactors  dressed  as  1755 
French  Colonial  Marines  will  be  manning  the  fort,  and  a nearby 
Alabama/Muscogee  hunting  camp  will  be  occupied.  Skills  demonstrations, 
food  & crafts  vendors  will  be  on  hand,  also.  Info:  (334)  567-3002. 

Apr.  16-18:  Cherokees  of  Southeast  Alabama  Pow  Wow,  Omussee  Creek  Park, 
Columbia,  AL.  AD:  Buck  Tucker,  HM:  Ron  Messer,  HL:  Mary  Bolling,  FP:  Larry 
Campbell,  HD:  Grey  Wolf,  Guest  Drum:  Southwind,  ST:  Billie  Tucker.  Info: 
(334)  271-4879. 

Apr.  23-25:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City,  AL.  HD:  Bird  Chopper  (Cherokee,  NC),  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez 


(Westwego.  LA),  HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove  Verret  (Westwego,  LA),  FP:  Larry 
Campbell  (Social  Circle,  GA),  MC:  Rick  Bird  (Cherokee,  NC) . Info:  Sandy 
Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  23-25:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Camp  Cha-La-Kee, 
Guntersville,  AL.  HM : Lee  Lawrence  (Cherokee),  HL:  Stephanie  Lewis 
(Potawatomie-Kiowa-Apache) , AD:  Danny  Silver  Sky  Bear  Brown  (Cherokee- 
Creek),  MC:  Eddie  Nickens  (Rapphocta-Meherrin),  Asst.  MC:  Leon  Williamson 
(Cherokee-Lakota) , HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers,  Guest  Drums:  Bull  Run  Singers 
& SouthEastern  Sunrise  Singers.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  provided; 
handicap  accessible;  shower  facilities  available.  Camping  available 
(dancers  camp  free).  Admission:  $5.00  adults,  $3.00  11-under.  Schedule  of 
events:  Friday  (Kids  Day)  gates  open  8am-3pm;  9am  - GE,  demonstration 
dancing;  Bonfire  7pm-10pm  (vendors  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire). 
Saturday:  gates  open  8am-8pm,  dance  registration  8am-10:30am;  GE  - 11:00am, 
competition  dancing  noon-8pm;  bonfire  8:30pm-10pm  (vendors  welcome  to  stay 
open).  Sunday:  gates  open  10am-5pm;  GE  - noon;  competition  dancing  lpm-5pm. 
Info:  Teresa  Bolduc  (256)  586-7165,  Gina  Williamson  (256)  582-01  14/fax: 
(256)  505-4434,  or  Trish  Pearce  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  30-May  1:  Pow  Wow,  Anniston,  AL.  MC:  Gary  Smith,  AD:  Buck  Tucker,  ST: 
Billie  Tucker.  More  info:  (334)  271-4879  or  (770)  528-9197. 

May  1-2:  Bridgeport  Native  American  Festival,  Bridgeport,  AL.  Info:  3an 
Newman  (205)  495-2672. 

May  14-16:  Lawrence  County  Indian  Festival,  Oakville  Indian  Mounds  Park, 
Danville,  AL.  Info:  (256)  905-2494  or  905-2499. 

May  14-16:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Campground,  Valley  Head,  AL.  Info:  (205)  681-0800. 

Special  Notice:  Chief  Wilford  Longhair  Taylor  of  the  MOWA  Band  of  Choctaws 
is  interested  in  organizing  a Great  Council  Fire  for  Duly  4th  at  the  state 
capitol  in  Montgomery,  AL.  This  is  not  a protest  meeting  or  a show  of 
force,  but  a peaceful  gathering  of  Native  Americans  from  across  Alabama 
and  the  Nation;  a gathering  designed  to  show  the  government  & general 
public  proof  of  our  existence  & determination.  Chief  Taylor  needs 
immediate  feedback  from  those  that  would  like  to  participate,  so  that  it 
can  be  determined  how  viable  it  would  be  to  try  to  get  this  off  the  ground. 
All  Indian  groups  or  individuals,  whether  affiliated  or  not,  are 
encouraged  to  participate,  and  to  make  suggestions  & help  arrange  speakers. 
Chief  Taylor  may  be  contacted  at  1080  West  Red  Fox  Road,  Mt.  Vernon,  AL 
36560,  or  (334)  829- 5500/fax : 829-6328.  You  may  also  contact  Keith  or 
Michelle  Pounds  at  MKPounds@bellsouth.net,  and  they  will  forward  all 
responses  to  Chief  Longhair. 

Note:  Anyone  wishing  to  be  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  mailing  list  can 
send  a message  to  wanige@aol.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Mar  1999  09:24:10  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 

To:  News  Directors,  Program  Directors,  General  Managers 

Fr:  Native  America  Calling 

Dt:  March  12,  1999 

Re:  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  for  March  15-19,  1999 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  March  22-26,  1999 

MON  - 3/22:  Storing  Nuclear  Waste: 

Supporters  of  the  Waste  Isolation  Pilot  Project  (WIPP)  in  Carlsbad  New 
Mexico  are  scheduling  the  first  shipment  of  nuclear  waste.  However,  the 
state  has  yet  to  issue  the  transport  of  this  hazardous  material.  A district 
judge  will  decide  whether  or  not  to  the  trash  the  project.  Who  will  claim 


victory  in  this  on  going  controversy? 

TUES  - 3/23:  Tax  Free  USA: 

It's  that  time  of  year  again.  Time  to  gather  all  of  your  receipts,  your  W-2 
your  tax  forms  and  your  headache  medicine.  Have  you  ever  tried  to  imagine  a 
world  with  no  taxes?  Well,  there  are  some  bold  and  rather  innovative 
thinkers  who  have  come  up  with  a plan  to  at  least  have  a country  with  no 
taxes.  Is  the  plan  legitimate? 

WED  - 3/24:  Wanted  Native  Journalists: 

Journalists  from  different  ethnic  backgrounds  including  Native  American, 
Asian-American,  Latino  Af rican-American  will  be  gathering  this  summer  in 
Seattle.  They  will  be  meeting  in  an  effort  to  share  ideas  and  discuss  how 
to  create  a louder  voice  for  minority  issues  in  mainstream  media.  But  the 
first  step  is  to  develop  minority  journalists.  Join  our  guest  Bernadette 
Chato  of  KTNN  Radio  on  the  Navajo  Nation  and  Doug  Mitchell  of  NPR's  Weekly 
Edition  as  we  talk  about  a new  program  designed  to  help  aspiring 
journalist  to  break  into  the  world  of  radio. 

THU  - 3/25:  TBA 

FRI  - 3/26/99:  Vegetarianism  in  Indian  Country: 

Vegetarianism  is  becoming  more  popular  in  Indian  country.  During  this 
"Wellness  Edition,"  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  explore  the 
advantages  of  vegetarianism.  Is  it  even  possible  to  follow  a vegetarian 
diet  in  some  of  the  remote  and  harsh  environments  of  Indian  country? 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  800-571-6885, 
airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 

Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3. 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  great  Indian  Radio  via  Real  Audio 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org/audio.html 


Christine  Penney 

Dept  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  and 
Project  Coordinator 
College  of  Human  Ecology 
University  of  Minnesota 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

John  Stevens/Native  Americas,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes, 
Alan  Lester  Jones  via  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  Larry  Kibby,  Janet  Smith 
Detective  Abe  Alonzo,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  (La  Che),  Wood  Owl, 

Harvey  Arden  via  Kdawn,  Tom  Schlosser,  Tim  Bristol/Native  Americas,  Vechet, 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  Richard  N Salvador,  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions, 
Steve  Holmer,  Martha  E Ture,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Barbara  Landis 
Christine  Penney,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Tusweca, 
Justanoldman  via  Gary  Smith,  Johnny  Rustywire 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  31  09:07:20  1999 
Date:  Tue,  30  Mar  1999  19:28:30  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.014 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk'vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Innu-L,  Triballaw  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : soc . college, soc . history, alt . native, soc . culture. native, 

alt . education, soc . rights .human, soc. culture. Canada, soc. libraries. talk 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"You  white  men  took  everything  and  gave  us  back  nothing,  but  worst  of 
all... worst  of  all,  you  never  thanked  us." 

Mat  King,  Lakota 

(from  _Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe_  by  Harvey  Arden  & Steve  Wall) 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  t 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  _+ 

i Dourney  [ 

I The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  wife,  Danet,  and  I were  discussing  the  "selective  indignation" 
being  exercised  by  the  U.  S.  and  NATO  with  the  attacks  in  Yugoslavia. 
Certainly,  there  are  some  serious  human  rights  and  ethnic  cleansing  issues 
in  Kosovo.  Zero  argument  there,  but  if  those  are  really  the  core  reasons 
for  the  attacks,  why  aren't  there  similar  attacks  in  Belgian  Congo  and 
other  places  where  similar  atrocities  are  occurring? 

It  is  also  all  too  clear  the  very  arguments  against  the  Serbs  can  be 
raised  against  the  occupation  forces  throughout  Turtle  Island. 

After  our  discussions,  I asked  Danet  to  help  me  bring  these  thoughts 
together  for  this  week's  editorial  comments.  She  nailed  it  so  well  I 
am  honored  to  offer  her  words  for  all  to  consider.  Wado. 

This  week  the  U.S.  joined  NATO  in  bombing  Yugoslavia  to  protect 
Albanians  in  Kosovo  from  Serbian  "ethnic  cleansing."  Among  the 
atrocities  attributed  to  the  Serbian  regime  are  invading  Albanian 
villages,  killing  inhabitants,  and  torching  their  homes  and  businesses. 
They  are  literally  driving  Albanians  by  the  tens  of  thousands  into  mass 
flight  to  bordering  countries.  I've  seen  the  photos  and  they're 
horrible.  But  you  know  what  I thought  as  a Creek  woman  when  I saw  the 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


video  footage  this  morning  of  an  exhausted  woman  holding  her  weeping 
toddler?  I thought  --  "if  there  had  been  video  in  1837,  this  might  have 
been  how  one  of  my  relations  on  the  Trail  of  Tears  would  have  looked." 

I have  no  problem  with  international  leaders  protecting  victimized 
minority  populations  from  genocide,  so  long  as  they  live  by  the  standards 
they  apply  to  others.  I'm  just  wondering  where  the  conscientious  world 
leaders  were  when  the  Indian  people  were  suffering  very  similar 
treatment  from  the  likes  of  Generals  Custer,  Pratt,  and  Sheridan,  and 
from  President  Andrew  lackson?  Why  couldn't  there  have  been  a king  in 
England  or  France  or  Portugal  or  Holland  who  needed  to  leave  a "legacy" 
of  moral  world  government?  Where  are  the  leaders  of  conscience  now? 

Does  NATO  not  realize  that  very  similar  oppressions  occur  daily  in 
the  Western  hemisphere?  Can  Bill  Clinton  and  A1  Gore  not  see  what  is  in 
their  own  backyards?  I'm  wondering  how  the  U.S.  leadership  now  can  not 
realize  their  own  government's  petticoats  must  be  clean  before  they 
point  at  the  soiled  hem  of  another? 

Oppression  against  Indian  nations  has  not  ceased.  Indians  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada  still  have  their  property  and  resources  stolen  from  them.  The 
BIA  "misplaced"  lease  payments  until  long  after  the  rightful 
recipients  died  of  poor  diet,  poor  medical  care  or  poor  shelter.  If  our 
people  become  "uppity"  and  occupy  lands  rightfully  ours,  or  proceed  with 
prayers  or  other  ceremonial  activities  we  are  guaranteed  by  treaty  or 
the  Constitution,  we  have  been  threatened  by  armed  soldiers,  jailed, 
tear-gassed,  or  beaten.  Our  people  are  found  dead  of  gunshot  or  knife 
wounds  in  city  sewers,  creeks  or  alleys,  and  officials  don't  spend  much 
time  investigating.  Until  very  recently,  it  wasn't  unusual  for  young 
mothers  giving  birth  in  IHS  hospitals  to  be  pressured  into  accepting 
sterilization.  Nor  was  it  unusual  for  mothers  to  be  threatened  into 
relinquishing  children  for  adoption.  For  awhile  legislation 
protected  children  from  being  removed  from  the  tribal  environment,  but 
recently  court  decisions  have  gone  against  this  law,  and  relatives  seeking 
those  protections.  We  can't  even  keep  graverobbers  out  of  our 
ancestors'  resting  places. 

These  are  the  open,  blatant  oppressions  clearly  aimed  at  diminishing 
our  populations  and  our  cultures.  What  about  the  times  effective  and 
charismatic  tribal  leaders  have  found  their  reputations  damaged  and  what 
little  money  they  have  depleted  by  legal  fees  as  they  defend  themselves 
from  tabloid  newspaper  articles,  spurious  criminal  or  civil  complaints 
or  whispering  campaigns?  What  about  the  times  one  tribe  is  set  against 
another?  What  about  the  Senatorial  leaders  who  stand  in  our  Congress 

now  and  openly  recommend  that  the  U.S.  break  treaties  signed  in  honor 

because  an  Indian  nation  "no  longer  needs"  the  treaty  benefits? 

Where's  righteous  outrage  over  journalistic  integrity?  Where  is  the 
penalty  for  those  who  would  abuse  our  legal  system?  Where  are  good 
people  who  won't  respond  to  gossip  or  buy  into  bigotry?  Where's  all 
that  outrage  we  heard  on  the  airwaves  when  Russia  or  China  broke  a 
treaty?  I'm  sure  those  countries,  too,  could  argue  that  the  country 
with  whom  they  made  the  treaty  "no  longer  needed"  the  benefits. 

Are  Yugoslavs,  brutal  as  they  are,  bearing  punishment  mostly  so  the 

U.S.  citizens  can  show  they  have  a conscience  without  the  inconvenience 
of  applying  that  conscience  to  their  own  lives? 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30147,  U.S. A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  A Tribute  to  William  Rosse  Sr 


Date:  Monday,  March  29,  1999  12:23  AM 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <hgw@scruznet.com> 

Sub j : A TRIBUTE  TO  WILLIAM  ROSSE,  SR 

A TRIBUTE  TO  WILLIAM  ROSSE,  SR 

Bill  Rosse,  a person  dear  to  the  hearts  of  many  around  the  world,  and 
highly  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Shoshone  perspective  on  US  nuclear 
weapons  testing  into  the  public  eye,  passed  over  from  this  world  on 
March  27th.  He  was  diagnosed  with  liver  cancer  two  weeks  before,  and  his 
liver  failed  quickly.  He  was  accompanied  at  the  hospital  by  many  family 
members  and  Corbin  Harney,  a long  time  friend  and  Western  Shoshone 
Spiritual  Leader.  Services  will  be  held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Fallon  NV  on  Monday,  March  29th  at  1:00  pm,  followed  by  graveside 
service. 

The  following  are  excepts  from  an  interview  in  the  Citizen  Alert 
August  1996  newsletter.  This  is  followed  by  comments  in  the  same  issue 
by  Carrie  Dann.  If  you  have  stories  to  share  about  Bill,  please  forward 
them  to  us,  as  we  will  be  preparing  a special  tribute  to  him  at  the 
"Honor  Your  Mother"  Spring  Gathering  at  the  Test  Site,  May  7-10. 

Bill  was  among  many  other  things  a board  member  of  Citizen  Alert, 
Shundahai  Network,  the  PooHaBah  Healing  Center,  and  a founding  member  of 
the  Healing  Global  Wounds  Alliance. 


I was  never  a reservation  Indian,  I was  one  of  the  landless  Shoshones. 
All  my  family,  my  mother,  my  dad,  weren't  reservation  Indians,  they  were 
from  the  Hot  Creek  Valley,  then  they  moved  to  the  Smokey  Valley.  My  dad 
worked  mines  and  things  there-  light  enough  to  get  away  with  it,  passed 
himself  off  as  white  or  something,  said  that  he  was  English.  They 
wouldn't  give  Indians  jobs.  We  got  washed  out,  almost  got  drowned  once. 
It  was  an  old  forest  service  barn  we  was  sleeping  in,  and  this  here 
flash  flood  came  down  through,  washed  us  out  of  there,  there  was  this 
little  cave,  we  stayed  in  it  for  a week  or  so.  I showed  the  family  the 
cave-  it's  still  there.  It  really  wasn't  much  of  a cave,  but  it  was  a 
place  to  stay.  We  were  cave  people.  Hahaha. 

I remember  one  time  there  was  a pig  pow  wow  down  there,  the  Great 
Smokey  Valley.  I remember  I was  having  trouble  breathing,  I was  down  low 
and  they  was  stirring  up  all  that  dust,  you  know.  And  most  things,  I 
don't  hardly  remember.  Dust  that  and  I remember  this  elevator  in  this 
building  in  Tonapah,  I walked  up  with  my  other....  And  I remember  being 
in  a funeral  parlor  there,  being  in  my  dad's  arms  and  seeing  my  mother 
in  her  casket.  I lost  my  mother  when  I was  about  four,  five  years  old. 

We  were  staying  in  Reno  at  that  time,  that  was  during  Prohibition,  they 
hauled  all  the  liquor  up  to  the  dump,  my  dad  helped  on  that.  So  anyway, 
we  moved  from  there,  moved  to  California,  ended  up  in  Bakersfield  around 


1931-32. 

I'm  just  getting  my  roots  back  now,  coming  back  and  learning  our  ways. 

I spent  most  of  my  life  in  California,  working  on  farms,  farmworker, 
worked  in  the  fields,  grapes,  cotton,  the  last  22  years  of  my  working 
life  I worked  for  one  man,  16  years  I was  his  foreman.  I spent  most  of 
my  life  in  Bakersfield.  I went  into  the  military  in  Bakersfield,  came 
out  then  went  back  into  the  Marine  Corps.  My  brother  got  drafted,  and  a 
month  later  I went  down  and  reenlisted,  wanted  to  see  if  I could  be  with 
him,  take  care  of  him.  It  didn't  work  out  that  way,  I passed  him  up 
going  through  boot  camp.  I went  on  overseas,  sent  on  to  Guam  for  jungle 
training,  and  instead  of  that  we  went  in  as  replacements  at  Okinawa. 

Right  after  Iwo  Dima.  I spent  20  days  there  altogether,  actually  28 
days,  because  I went  in  there  28th  of  May  1945  and  I got  wounded  the 
18th  of  Dune,  and  the  26th  of  Dune  I was  off  the  island,  when  they 
secured  the  island.  Got  a piece  of  shrapnel  about  that  long-  it  was  the 
only  souvenir  I got.  I think  it  was  off  of  one  of  our  naval  ships. 

Didn't  know  how  I would  take  it,  getting  wounded  and  all  that  stuff,  but 
I managed  all  right.  It  wasn't  that  bad. 

That  was  the  last  fighting  they  did  before  they  dropped  those  bombs 
over  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  I was  in  the  hospital  in  Guam  at  the  time 
they  dropped  the  bomb,  and  heard  about  it  just  as  soon  as  they  dropped 
the  first  one,  and  then  the  second  one.  There  was  a lot  of  cheering 
going  on,  a lot  of  celebrating,  but  it  wasn't  much  of  a celebration, 
there  was  so  much  rain  going  on.  I've  always  felt  that  they  didn't  need 
to  drop  those  bombs,  that  it  was  more  of  a test.  They  didn't  want  the 
Soviets  to  declare  was  on  Dapan,  didn't  want  Dapan  to  surrender  to  them, 
and  so  this  is  what  that  hurry-up  was  about. 

I came  in  on  one  of  those  hospital  ships,  it  was  one  of  those  converted 
Liberty  ships,  made  of  wood,  and  boy,  coming  across,  you  could  hear  that 
thing  creak  and  groan  like  it  was  coming  apart.  Anyway  we  made  it  there; 

I celebrated  my  19th  birthday  on  the  ship.  I stayed  in  San  Francisco 
three  days.  We  got  out  one  night,  walked  downtown,  man  every  time  a car 
backfired,  I was  hitting  the  ground.  I didn't  recuperate  too  good,  I 
guess,  because  I wasn't  too  good  in  the  Veteran's  Day  parade.  Couldn't 
keep  up  with  them.  ...they  had  to  give  me  a medical  discharge,  got 
discharged  December  13,  1945,  my  lucky  day,  13. 

I went  back  to  Bakersfield,  stayed  there,  trying  to  work  the  fields, 
then  I ran  across  her  [his  wife,  who  was  sitting  next  to  Bill  as  he 
talked.]  Her  and  her  sister  happened  to  be  walking  across  the  fields  one 
night,  asked  her  if  she  wanted  to  go  to  the  movies,  she  didn't  want  to 
go  to  the  movies,  kept  on  talking  to  her,  I don't  know  how  I ever  done 
that.  Met  her  in  April  of  '46,  just  a little  bit  before  her  birthday, 
her  birthday's  April  6.  then  I went  back  and  asked  if  I could  see  her 
again,  and  her  car  broke  down  and  so  we  had  to  leave  it  down  there, 
battery  charging,  and  walked  up  there  where  she  was  supposed  to  live, 
and  we  talked,  had  a soda,  down  at  one  of  them  drugstore  fountains,  and 
by  Dune  9th  of  '46  we  were  married.  Didn't  waste  a lot  of  time,  so  our 
first  child  was  born  in  '47,  Duly  22  of  1947,  that  was  Bill  Dr.  We  had 
four  boys,  two  girls,  and  then  three  more  boys.  It  was  a nice  sized 
family  to  raise.  At  the  time  I was  making  maybe  one  thousand  dollars  a 
month,  which  wasn't  a lot  of  money,  but  was  pretty  good  to  raise  a 
family,  feed'em,  clothe'em.  Farm  work  never  did  pay  very  much,  that's 
one  of  the  reasons  I left,  if  I was  white  I would  probably  be  getting 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars  a month.  I'm  a good  friend  with  him  [his 
boss  on  the  ranch]  anyway. 

In  1973  I decided  it  was  time  to  start  for  home,  and  moved  here  in 
1974,  gave  my  boss  a year's  notice.  Trained  one  of  the  young  Mexican 
guys  to  run  the  ranch.  I was  starting  to  learn  my  heritage  again, 
finding  out  I got  a lot  of  kinfolk,  all  over  the  country,  mostly  in 
Duckwater.  Dust  about  everyone  over  here  is  related  to  me  in  a way, 
cousins  and  such.  I didn't  realize  I had  so  many  kinfolks.  Indian  ways, 
you  got  a lot  of  kinfolks.  My  kids  all  followed  us,  except  my  daughter 
who  still  lives  at  the  rancher's  place.  They  kind  of  come  back  to  the 
land  and  come  back  to  the  native  ways  a little  bit.  they're  still 
learning,  like  me,  how  to  be  with  the  land  and  how  to  take  care  of 


Mother  Earth  and  everything,  and  they're  learning  pretty  good. 

I was  adopted  to  this  tribe,  because  I was  never  from  this  reservation 
or  anything,  I lived  here  for  a year  before  I could  get  adopted  to  it, 
that  was  1975,  and  then  in  1981  I became  tribal  chairman.  That  was  when 
I started  in,  I guess-  fighting  the  MX  missile  deal,  because  one  of  my 
first  duties  was  to  go  over  to  Duckwater.  They  was  having  a meeting,  and 
one  of  them  people  was  talking  about  the  MX  missile  they  was  going  to 
put  in  there.  Anyway  I got  involved  in  it  like  that.  I got  to  thinking, 
well  it  ain't  going  to  be  bothering  us  down  here,  but  they  was  getting 
to  putting  it  into  one  Valley  and  Smokey  Valley,  here,  all  these 
valleys  that  they  was  going  to  put  this  MX  in,  so  we  started  to  fighting 
it.  We  fought  it  until  it  came  to  a standstill. 

It's  been  a real  struggle  all  the  way  through,  and  then  the  Soviets 
finally  give  up.  All  this  time  the  United  States  saying,  no  you  can't 
believe  them,  and  you  can  believe  all  those  other  people  better  than  you 
can  believe  the  United  States.  They  talk  double  talk  all  the  time,  they 
say  one  thing  but  they  mean  something  else.  You  can  start  believing  them 
when  they  start  honoring  all  these  treaties,  maybe  you  can  believe  them 
then.  But  until  that  time,  no.  We'll  fight  them  tooth  and  nail  for 
everything  that's  there.  Marine  Corps  taught  me  to  pick  the  biggest 
opponent  and  fight  that  one,  if  you  win  that  one,  nobody  else  want  to 
fight  you.  Who's  bigger  than  the  US  government? 

Pauline  [Esteves]  and  I went  down  to  the  Test  Site  in  1986.  They  [the 
Western  Shoshone]  weren't  involved  at  all  until  I came  back  and  said,  we 
talk  about  owning  all  this  land  here,  but  not  a thing  have  we  done  about 
the  Test  Site.  They're  testing  on  our  land,  they're  bombing  us.  They 
made  me  chairman  of  the  environmental  protection  committee.  We  got 
involved  in  that  there  testing  and  all,  and  people  all  over  the  world 
know  about  us  now. . 

I feel  like  the  Creator  been  keeping  me  here  for  a purpose.  Probably 
this  is  what  that  purpose  is,  what  I'm  doing  now.  Cause  it  seems  like 
he's  always  seeing  that  I get  to  where  I need  to  be.  Then  he  puts  the 
words  in  my  mouth,  I don't  know  what  to  say,  the  words  are  there,  I 
can't  write'em  down  because  I can't  control  'em. 

It's  interesting  how  he  works.  Because  there's  so  many  times  I wasn't 
supposed  to  be  here.  In  terms  of  my  health,  in  terms  of  accidents  and 
other  things  that  happened  to  me.  One  of  the  first  things  that  ever 
happened  to  me  was  that  flash  flood.  I was  about  4 years  old  and  my 
brother  and  I got  caught  in  it,  another  time  when  I was  about  7 or  8,  we 
played  hooky  from  school  and  dug  a hole  in  this  sand  hill  bank.  It 
collapsed  on  me.  All  that  was  sticking  out  was  my  legs  from  the  knee 
down,  and  my  brother  finally  dug  me  out  of  that.  I was  in  a boating 
accident,  was  the  only  one  that  survived  that,  Santa  Maria  we  went  in  at 
and  San  Luis  Obispo  I ended  up  at. 

It  was  about  1957,  about  September  the  28th,  1957,  we  went  out  to  go 
fishing.  We  went  out  there  in  the  morning,  out  into  Morro  Bay.  When  we 
seen  it  get  rough  I threw  a couple  of  life  jackets  back  for  the  other 
guys  and  got  one  for  myself,  and  we  was  hanging  onto  the  keel,  every 
time  a wave  came  it  knocked  us  off,  two  or  three  hours.  I floated  into 
shore.  Good  thing  the  tide  was  going  in.  There  was  a couple  of  times  I 
almost  got  shot.  When  I got  wounded,  it  was  an  overhead  burst,  a naval 
shell,  bust  overhead  at  treetop  level,  shrapnel  rained  down  on  me,  I was 
running  bent  over,  how  it  hit  me  here  and  not  in  my  head  I'll  never 
know. 

It  seemed  like  it  was  his  work  that  I survived  all  that. 

CARRIE  DANN:  I first  met  Bill  at  a Western  Shoshone  National  Council 
(WSNC)  meeting  in  Duckwater  in  the  early  '80s.  He  said  that  he  was 
originally  from  Yomba,  but  had  been  gone  for  a long  time  and  wanted  to 
know  what  was  going  on  in  Shoshone  country.  He  soon  became  involved  with 
the  WSNC  as  a representative  of  the  Yomba  people.  Bill  was  appointed  to 
the  WSNC  as  one  of  the  environmental  persons  to  watch  over  the  nuclear 
testing.  To  this  appointment,  he  was  most  dedicated,  traveling  across 
the  country  and  the  globe  to  bring  nuclear  testing  to  a stop.  He  served 
on  may  different  boards  on  behalf  of  the  Western  Shoshone  people  as 
well.  As  he  said,  "We  can't  destroy  our  mother,  the  Earth." 


Bill  has  always  been  an  energetic  person,  he  volunteered  for  the  jobs 
no  one  else  wanted  to  do  and  somehow  managed  to  accomplish  these  tasks. 

After  his  heart  bypass  surgery,  he  told  me  that  he  had  a lot  to  do  yet, 
and  that  it  couldn't  wait.  He  said,  "I'd  be  happy  to  die  doing  what  I'm 
doing.  I believe  with  all  my  soul  that  what  I'm  doing  is  right." 

He  spent  many  hours  on  the  road  traveling  to  the  different  meetings  and 
commitments  he  was  involved  with.  He,  of  course,  traveled  at  high  speeds 
at  times,  burning  out  some  motors  on  vehicles  that  didn't  belong  to  him. 

But  his  children  kept  Bill  on  the  road,  I'm  sure  many  times  putting  bits 
and  pieces  together  of  two  vehicles  or  more. 

Bill  is  an  accomplished  guitar  player  and  also  sings.  Music  is  one  of 
his  great  loves  and  a great  way  to  forget  the  stress  of  the  day  simply 
by  singing  a song.  I remember  in  the  eighties,  about  seven  of  went 
downtown  in  Austin  after  a late  meeting,  we  went  to  some  joint  and  Bill 
played  and  sang  for  us.  He  told  us  about  his  past  problem  with  alcohol, 
and  how  he  no  longer  drank.  He  acted  just  as  nutty  anyway  and  had  as 
much  fun  and  remembered  better  than  those  who  drank. 

Bill  was  not  paid  for  his  work  for  the  Western  Shoshone  people.  He 
returned  home  to  dedicate  his  life  to  the  traditional  cause. 
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By  PHILIP  BRASHER 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  An  Interior  Department  lawyer  alleges  he  was  ordered  by  a 
superior  to  dispose  of  some  Indian  trust  records  involved  in  a class-action 
lawsuit  against  the  government. 

In  an  affidavit  made  public  Thursday,  Ralph  Williams  said  he  declined  to 
get  rid  of  the  material  because  he  thought  it  would  be  illegal.  He  said  the 
instructions  came  from  the  department's  deputy  solicitor,  Ed  Cohen. 

Interior  officials  denied  any  wrongdoing. 

The  department  is  being  sued  for  its  management  of  300,000  Indian  accounts 
worth  $500  million.  Last  month,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  held 
Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in 
contempt  for  the  government's  two-year  delay  in  turning  over  checks  and 
other  documents  related  to  five  account  holders  who  filed  the  lawsuit.  It 
was  not  clear  if  Williams  handled  any  of  those  documents. 

Lamberth  released  the  affidavit  Thursday,  along  with  an  order  protecting 
Williams  from  retaliation  by  the  department. 

The  department's  chief  attorney.  Solicitor  John  Leshy,  issued  a brief 
statement  defending  Cohen  and  denying  that  his  office  would  attempt  to 
dispose  of  records  that  are  relevant  to  the  lawsuit.  Department  officials 
declined  to  make  Cohen  available  for  an  interview. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indian  plaintiffs  brought  Williams'  allegation  to  the 
judge's  attention  after  they  were  approached  recently  by  Williams'  attorney. 
He  is  scheduled  to  give  a deposition  in  the  case  next  week. 

In  the  affidavit,  Williams  said  he  had  been  given  the  job  of  reconciling 
discrepancies  in  the  trust  accounts.  Once  that  was  done,  he  was  supposed 
"to  ensure  that  . . . any  other  information  which  was  inconsistent  from  my 
findings  could  be  purged  from  the  files,"  he  said. 

Williams  still  works  in  the  solicitor's  office.  He  did  not  respond  to  a 
request  for  an  interview  Thursday. 

The  Interior  Department  manages  $2.5  billion  belonging  to  tribes  in 
addition  to  the  $500  million  owned  by  individual  Indians.  The  money 
includes  lease  revenues,  royalties  and  court  settlements. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  allege  that  the  funds  were  mismanaged  for  decades 
and  that  the  government  could  be  liable  for  billions  of  dollars  in  claims. 


Legislation  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  Thursday  to  let  tribes  have  their 
money  transferred  to  private  banks. 

"This  bill  is  the  first  step,  but  it  is  an  indication  that  many  in 
Congress  have  no  faith  in  the  Interior  Department's  ability  to  manage 
these  accounts/'  said  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee,  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.  "There  seems  to  be  an 
institutional  rot  there  that  does  not  go  away." 

Campbell  cosponsored  the  bill  with  Sen.  Frank  Murkowski,  an  Alaska 
Republican  who  chairs  the  Senate  Energy  and  Natural  Resources  Committee. 
AP-NY-03-25-99  2118EST 
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He'  Gary, 

I just  wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  your  paper.  It's  been  a big 
help,  and  I look  forward  to  reading  it  every  week.  Got  me  and  my  family 
talking  again,  at  least  a little  bit. 

I wonder  and  I grieve  about  the  state  our  languages  are  in.  I 
have  been  wondering  if  the  reason  for  it  may  be  something  like  what 
happened  in  my  own  parents'  experience.  Both  of  my  parents  are  mixed, 
but  I guess  that's  what  you  come  to  expect  coming  out  of  Oklahoma  and 
Kansas.  Dad's  folks  hid  it  as  much  as  they  could,  his  own  Dad  coming 
from  Kiowa  "camp  followers"  and  his  mom's  folks  Shawnee  who  for  their 
reasons  nobody's  telling  me  left  town  to  go  north.  They  didn't  pass  on 
either  of  their  native  tongues,  and  so  they  got  lost.  Great-grandpa 
Hesse  on  my  mom's  side  is  almost  inaccessible  due  to  my  grandma  who  tore 
up  her  card  and  cut  off  from  the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma  after  she  got 
an  allotment  check  for  $15  from  the  government.  Hesse  still  lives 
somewhere  in  Tribal  housing  somewhere  around  McAlester,  and  a couple 
times  when  I was  a kid  he'd  send  up  commods  with  my  grandma,  even  though 
she  was  embarrassed  by  it.  Think  she  still  remembers  when  she  was  a kid 
herself,  and  her  dad  would  come  round  the  back  porch  of  the  schoolhouse 
with  a bucket  of  eels  or  whatever  else  he  caught  her  for  lunch,  and  all 
the  white  kids  would  go  "You  aren't  related  to  that  Indian,  are  you?" 
after  he  left.  So  there  went  the  opportunity  to  pass  on  the  Choctaw 
language.  My  other  grandpa  Artemis  Harold  Cobb,  who  spoke  some  Lenape, 
was  a mixed-blood  himself,  but  proud  to  be  Lenape,  even  though  at  the 
time  the  federal  government  didn't  recognize  the  Lenape  at  all.  He 
taught  a little  to  my  mom  when  she  was  a kid,  but  she  didn't  use  it 
much  in  the  house,  and  her  mother  would  get  cross  whenever  she  caught 
Grandpa  Harold  "talking  Indian"  to  her  daughter.  The  Lixsuwak  he  taught 
Mom  didn't  get  passed  on  to  any  of  us  kids,  so  Grandpa  Harold's  efforts 
seemed  to  have  been  in  vain.  Nevertheless,  Mom  kept  telling  me  about 
what  her  father  told  her  about  the  Lenape;  about  the  Walking  Purchase  and 
this  and  that,  the  "extinct"  status  the  Lenape  had  at  the  time,  and  since 
I was  an  eight-year-old  in  Kansas  and  fed  on  whatever  the  schools  taught 
me  I'd  never  heard  of  the  Lenape  but  at  home. 

Years  later  a friend  from  college  gave  me  a Delaware  dictionary 
for  my  birthday,  and  I heard  about  the  restoration  of  federal 
recognition.  I started  going  through  this  dictionary,  and  tossing  words 
like  they  were  hot  stones  at  my  mother.  An  unkind  thing  to  do,  I know, 
and  I deeply  regret  that,  but  she  was  surprised  to  find  so  much  that  was 
familiar,  even  though  it  turned  out  to  be  a different  dialect.  At  some 
point  I sent  a letter  to  Pat  Phillips,  the  webmaster  for  the  Delaware 
Tribe  up  in  Bartlesville,  commenting  on  her  nice  web  page,  still  throwing 
words  like  stones.  Guess  I'm  a slow  learner.  That  or  just  young.  But 
Ms.  Phillips  was  kind  and  sent  me  a message  thanking  me  for  the 
compliments  on  her  page.  I am  grateful  for  her  kindness. 

Anyway,  if  you  haven't  posted  it  already,  you  might  let  people 
know  this  book  is  out  there.  It  has  over  7000  entries  in  Monsi,  and  it 


was  compiled  by  John  O'Meara.  It's  title  is  _Delaware-English 
English-Delaware  Dictionary^  and  it  was  published  just  three  years  ago 
through  the  University  of  Toronto  by  O'Meara  and  the  Delaware  Nation 
Council,  Moravian  of  the  Thames  Band.  I think  this  friend  of  mine 
actually  purchased  it  through  Amazon.com. 

1C  York 
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This  award-winning  publication  of  the  Akwekon  Press  at  Cornell  University's 
American  Indian  Program  reports  in-depth  on  issues  and  events  that  impact 
indigenous/native  communities  throughout  the  western  hemisphere.  For  more 
information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native 
peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  visit  our  website  at 
http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu. 

WORLD  COURT  ASKED  TO  PROTECT  INDIGENOUS  KNOWLEDGE 
By  Craig  Benjamin 

An  advocacy  group  responsible  for  exposing  many  of  the  most  notorious 
examples  of  corporate  and  government  patenting  of  indigenous  knowledge  and 
resources  says  the  International  Court  of  Justice  (World  Court)  could  play  a 
key  role  in  stopping  what  is  calls  a new  type  of  piracy.  RAFI,  a 
non-governmental  organization  based  in  Canada  and  the  United  States,  is 
seeking  support  for  a campaign  to  ask  the  World  Court  to  issue  a formal 
statement  on  the  morality  of  patenting  living  things,  on  the  injustice  of 
making  patent  claims  over  indigenous  knowledge  and  resources,  and  on  the 
need  to  hold  international  trade  agreements  accountable  to  these  concerns. 

While  the  World  Court  cannot  enforce  a ruling  on  these  issues,  RAFI's 
International  Liaison  Coordinator,  Jean  Christie,  says  an  advisory  opinion 
would  have  considerable  strategic  impact  on  key  international  negotiations, 
including  the  World  Trade  Organization's  upcoming  review  of  intellectual 
property  rights  under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade.  Says 
Christie,  "The  WTO  simply  could  not  ignore  the  opinion  of  the  World  Court." 
In  recent  years,  RAFI  has  helped  alert  indigenous  peoples  to  the  efforts  of 
the  U.S.  government  to  patent  DNA  collected  from  indigenous  peoples,  the 
patenting  of  varieties  of  the  Andean  food  plant  quinoa,  and  the  intellectual 
property  claims  on  the  sacred  Amazonian  medicine  ayahuasca.  Indigenous 
peoples'  organizations  around  the  world  have  condemned  such  patents  as  a 
form  of  colonialism  threatening  indigenous  values  and  livelihoods,  and 
undermining  the  transmission  of  cultural  knowledge  from  one  generation  to 
the  next. 

RAFI  Executive  Director  Pat  Mooney  warns  that  these  incidents  represent 
only  a fraction  of  the  knowledge  and  resources  that  have  already  been 
expropriated  from  indigenous  peoples  under  Western  intellectual  property 
laws.  Moreover,  Mooney  says,  incidents  of  biopiracy  are  bound  to  increase  as 
more  countries  are  pressured  to  accept  intellectual  property  laws  modeled 
after  those  of  the  United  States.  Currently,  most  governments  will  not  grant 
intellectual  property  rights,  like  patents,  over  plants  and  animals  or  over 
the  component  parts  of  living  things  found  in  nature.  Many  states  also 
refuse  to  grant  intellectual  monopolies  over  knowledge  or  resources  related 
to  production  of  food  and  medicine. 

In  contrast,  the  U.S.  has  granted  patents  over  all  kinds  of  living  things 
and  their  components,  including  plants,  animals  and  human  DNA,  often  with 
little  evidence  that  the  patent  claimants  have  made  significant  new 
discoveries  or  inventions.  This  U.S.  model  of  intellectual  property  rights 
is  gradually  being  adopted  throughout  much  of  the  industrialized  world, 
including  Japan  and  the  European  Union.  Many  observers  now  fear  that 
international  trade  agreements,  such  as  GATT,  will  be  used  to  impose  such 


models  on  states  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  where  the  traditional  knowledge 
of  medicines  and  food  crops  are  still  essential  to  the  subsistence  of  most 
rural  people. 

The  agreement  on  Trade  Related  Aspects  of  Intellectual  Property  Rights, 
negotiated  during  the  last  revision  of  GATT,  requires  that  the  116  member 
states  eventually  allow  patenting  of  micro-organisms,  including  genes,  and 
put  in  place  "effective"  measures  for  protecting  the  rights  of  inventors 
over  plant  characteristics  introduced  through  selective  breeding  or  genetic 
engineering.  In  addition,  states  can  no  longer  exempt  areas  of  the  economy 
such  as  medicine  and  agriculture  from  patenting. 

Effectively,  GATT-TRIP  allows  only  two  alternatives  to  acceptance  of  a 
U.S. -style  patent  system.  The  first  is  that  protection  for  plant  varieties 
could  technically  take  any  form,  potentially  including  a system  recognizing 
indigenous  peoples'  own  customary  laws  for  regulating  knowledge  and  use  of 
natural  resources.  The  second  is  that  while  it  is  no  longer  possible  to 
entirely  rule  out  patents  over  broad  areas  of  the  economy,  states  are  still 
allowed  to  reject  individual  claims  on  grounds  of  public  morality,  potential 
threats  to  human  life  and  health,  or  potential  harm  to  the  environment  and 
food  security.  The  problem  is  that  the  appropriateness  of  national 
intellectual  laws  and  any  use  of  the  exemptions  will  be  judged  within  the 
WTO  itself,  where  the  emphasis  and  expertise  is  in  corporate  rights  and 
trade  rather  than  collective  rights  of  people  and  communities. 

RAFI  believes  that  the  World  Court  is  in  a better  position  to  consider 
these  issues.  It  just  has  to  be  asked,  either  by  the  U.N.  General  Assembly 
or  by  any  one  of  a number  of  U.N.  bodies.  RAFI  has  already  had  indications 
that  some  Southern  states  are  interested  in  the  idea  and  may  be  willing  to 
raise  the  issue  before  the  General  Assembly.  UNESCO,  which  has  taken  an 
interest  in  intellectual  property  rights  and  human  genetic  research,  is  also 
a candidate  for  taking  the  issue  to  the  World  Court,  as  is  the  International 
Labour  Organization,  which  authored  the  Convention  Concerning  Indigenous  and 
Tribal  Peoples  in  Independent  Countries  (ILO  169). 

Although  bringing  an  issue  to  the  attention  of  the  World  Court  is  a 
difficult  task,  it  is  not  impossible.  A similar  campaign  led  by  the 
international  disarmament  movement  led  to  a World  Court  opinion  condemning 
the  use  nuclear  weapons. 

In  the  case  of  life  patents,  however,  the  campaign  needs  to  move  swiftly. 
In  1999,  the  life  patenting  section  of  GATT-TRIP  will  be  opened  for  review, 
an  ideal  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  moral  exemptions  clauses.  The  United 
States,  however,  is  expected  to  push  for  the  elimination  of  all  exemption  of 
life  patents. 
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Court  OKs  Chippewa  Indian  blunting 

By  LAURIE  ASSEO 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Eight  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians  can  continue  to  hunt 
and  fish  on  13  million  acres  of  public  land  in  Minnesota  without  state 
regulation,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  today  in  a case  that  attracted  the 
attention  of  tribes  nationwide. 

By  a 5-4  vote,  the  court  said  that  neither  an  1850  presidential  order 


nor  Minnesota's  statehood  in  1858  stripped  the  Chippewas  of  the  hunting 
and  fishing  privilege  they  received  in  an  1837  treaty. 

"After  an  examination  of  the  historical  record,  we  conclude  that  the 
Chippewa  retain  the  ...  rights  guaranteed  to  them  under  the  1837  treaty/' 
Dustice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  wrote  for  the  court. 

Some  Indian  law  experts  had  said  the  court's  decision  could  affect  the 
security  of  other  Indian  treaty  rights.  The  Chippewas  were  supported  in 
friend-of-the-court  briefs  submitted  by  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians,  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians  and  32  individual  tribes. 

The  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa  sued  the  state  in  1990,  challenging  its 
authority  to  impose  hunting  and  fishing  regulations  on  tribal  members.  The 
federal  government  and  seven  other  Chippewa  bands  in  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin  joined  the  lawsuit.  Nine  counties  and  eight  private  landowners 
intervened  on  the  state's  side. 

A federal  trial  judge  ruled  in  1994  that  the  package  of  rights 
guaranteed  by  the  Chippewas'  1837  treaty  with  the  United  States  "continues 
to  exist,"  and  the  8th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  agreed. 

Today,  the  nation's  highest  court  said  those  courts  were  correct. 

The  1837  treaty  gave  the  Chippewa  Indians  the  rights  to  hunt  and  fish 
"during  the  pleasure  of  the  president"  on  13  million  acres  it  ceded  to  the 
United  States. 

Minnesota's  lawyers  contended  that  an  order  President  Zachary  Taylor 
signed  13  years  later  took  those  rights  away  and  ordered  the  Chippewas 
removed  from  the  previously  ceded  lands. 

The  Chippewas  opposed  the  removal  order,  and  the  federal  government 
never  enforced  it.  The  bands  continued  to  hunt  and  fish  in  the  ceded 
territories  --  an  expanse  of  land  in  central  Minnesota  that  includes  Lake 
Mille  Lacs,  one  of  the  state's  prime  walleye  lakes. 

O'Connor  wrote  that  Taylor's  order  requiring  the  Chippewas'  removal  from 
the  land  was  not  authorized  by  federal  law,  and  that  other  provisions  in 
Taylor's  order  revoking  the  hunting  and  fishing  rights  could  not  stand 
separately. 

The  state's  lawyers  also  contended  that  the  hunting  and  fishing 
privilege  free  of  state  regulation  ended  when  Minnesota  became  a state  in 
1858  and  entered  the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  all  other  states. 

However,  O'Connor  said  Indian  treaty  rights  can  be  revoked  only  when 
Congress  clearly  states  its  intent  to  do  so.  The  legislation  admitting 
Minnesota  into  the  union  did  not  mention  Indian  treaty  rights,  she  said. 

"Statehood  by  itself  is  insufficient  to  extinguish  Indian  treaty  rights 
to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  on  land  within  state  boundaries,"  O'Connor  wrote. 

Her  opinion  was  joined  by  Dustices  3ohn  Paul  Stevens,  David  H.  Souter, 
Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  and  Stephen  G.  Breyer. 

Dissenting  were  Chief  Dustice  William  H.  Rehnquist  and  Dustices  Antonin 
Scalia,  Anthony  M.  Kennedy  and  Clarence  Thomas. 

Writing  for  the  four,  Rehnquist  said  Taylor's  order  ending  the 
Chippewas'  treaty  privileges  was  valid,  adding,  "There  is  simply  no 
principled  reason  to  invalidate  the  150-year-old  executive  order." 

The  case  is  Minnesota  vs.  Mille  Lacs  Band,  97-1337. 
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Anderson:  Chippewa  are  likely  to  be  gracious  winners 
Published  Thursday,  March  25,  1999 
Dennis  Anderson  / Star  Tribune 

In  Supreme  Court  decisions,  "close"  is  interesting  but  irrelevant. 

That  notwithstanding,  anyone  who  reads  the  court's  5-4  decision 
Wednesday  affirming  the  Mille  Lacs  treaty  rights  of  eight  Chippewa 
Indian  tribes,  and  who  reads  the  strong  dissent  by  Chief  Dustice 
William  Rehnquist,  comes  away  appreciating  that  this  conflict  had 


indeed  been  well-placed  in  the  high  count  for  a final  decision. 

Since  1990,  when  the  Mille  Lacs  band  of  Chippewa  sued  the  state 
of  Minnesota  seeking  off -reservation  hunting  and  fishing  rights  it 
says  it  reserved  in  an  1837  treaty,  many  observers  called  people  who 
disagreed  with  the  Chippewas'  position  racist,  ignorant  or  both. 

Surely,  both  factions  were  represented  in  opposition  to  the 
Chippewa  viewpoint.  But  no  one  can  count  Rehnquist  among  these.  Nor 
justices  Antonin  Scalia,  Anthony  Kennedy  or  Clarence  Thomas,  each  of 
whom  joined  Rehnquist  in  dissent  of  the  majority's  Mille  Lacs  opinion. 

Yet  despite  the  strength  of  the  chief  justice's  arguments,  it 
is  the  Supreme  Court's  majority  that  rules,  and  Minnesotans  of  all 
viewpoints  must  accept  that  five  of  the  nine  justices  believe  the 
Chippewa  retained  hunting  and  fishing  rights  in  all  or  parts  of  12 
counties  they  ceded  to  the  federal  government  a century  ago. 

At  issue  now  is  whether  Chippewa  and  non-Chippewa  in  the  Mille  Lacs 
region  elect  to  advance  their  mutual  interests  or  seek  to  destroy  one 
another. 

Non-band  members  in  the  Mille  Lacs  area  worry,  rightly,  that  if  the 
Chippewa  eventually  take  a large  percentage  of  Mille  Lacs  walleyes  -- 
say  50  percent  --  the  region's  tourism-based  economy  will  falter. 

Band  members,  meanwhile,  are  concerned  that  a boycott  of  their 
casinos  or,  more  nettlesome  still,  a move  in  the  Legislature  to  expand 
state-sponsored  gaming,  could  undercut  the  gambling-based  economy  that 
has  allowed  them  in  recent  years  to  build  new  schools,  government  and 
cultural  centers. 

Those  from  both  sides  who  favor  the  low  road  in  these  matters  -- 
choosing  contention  over  consensus  --  will,  predictably,  attempt  to 
set  the  agenda  in  coming  weeks  and  months.  Given  his  recent  comments 
about  Indians  and  Indian  sovereignty.  Gov.  Hesse  Ventura  might  well  be 
among  these. 

In  a more  favorable  scenario,  wisdom  and  leadership  will  emerge  on 
both  sides  to  offer  ideas  beneficial  to  all. 

Some  will  call  this  impossible,  saying  that  the  Chippewa  have 
nothing  to  gain  from  cooperating  with  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  or  with  sport  anglers. 

Yet  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  the  Mille  Lacs  band,  not 
the  state,  that  ratified  a compromise  Mille  Lacs  walleye  agreement 
earlier  this  decade  that  would  have  avoided  the  court-ordered 
settlement  issued  Wednesday. 

It  also  should  be  noted  that  nothing  the  Mille  Lacs  band  has  done 
to  date  suggests  it  will  seek  anything  near  the  50  percent  harvest  of 
Mille  Lacs  walleyes  it  ultimately  might  be  given  rights  to. 

More  likely  is  that  the  eight  Chippewa  bands,  including  six  from 
Wisconsin,  will  settle  at  something  considerably  less  than  even  the 
100,000  pounds  they  will  be  allowed  three  years  from  now. 

Why?  Because  fishing,  though  fun  and  interesting  as  a pastime,  is 
a lot  of  work  that  pays  poorly  when  the  desired  outcome  is  maximum 
harvest  of  a cash  crop. 

Thus  it  seems  unlikely  in  coming  years  that  enough  Chippewa  could 
be  encouraged  to  take  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  of  walleyes  from 
Mille  Lacs,  particularly  when  those  same  people  can  make  more  money 
working  at  other  band-owned  businesses,  including  casinos. 

It  is  legitimate  to  question  whether  America  and  its  cause,  however 
loosely  defined,  is  further  splintered,  even  tribalized,  by  decisions 
like  the  one  issued  Wednesday  by  the  Supreme  Court.  In  a nation  in 
which  equal  rights  are  a founding  principal,  it  can  be  fairly  argued 
that  special,  or  unequal,  rights  are,  or  should  be,  anathema. 

Yet  it  seems  inevitable  now  that  the  nation's  sociological  and 
cultural  mosaic,  always  complex,  will  in  the  future  grow  even  more  so, 
if  only  because  we,  as  a nation,  have  run  out  of  frontier  to 
"conquer . " 

Having  mined  California's  gold  and  cut  Oregon's  trees,  we  now  -- 
psychologically  as  well  as  geographically  --  have  turned  back  onto 
land  long  since  settled. 

In  the  process  we  have  learned,  and  must  continue  to  learn,  new 


ways  to  live  with  each  other  --  and  with  ourselves. 

Mille  Lacs  affords  one  such  opportunity.  There  will  be  others. 

But  probably  none  will  be  easier.  Indeed,  it's  likely  that  coming 
challenges  of  this  kind  will  only  grow  more  difficult. 

A truism  everyone  can  acknowledge  is  that  tomorrow  morning  and  the 
morning  after,  we'll  all  still  be  here.  No  one  is  going  anywhere. 

How  we  pass  those  mornings,  and  the  afternoons  that  follow,  whether 
in  conflict  or  cooperation,  will  in  large  part  define  who  we  are  -- 
and  what  our  children  can  be. 
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The  Supreme  Court's  March  24,  1999,  decision  in  favor  of  Mille  Lacs 
treaty  rights  includes  the  following  matters.  (Page  references  are  to 
the  .pdf  version  available  at 

http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/97-1337.ZS.html) 

1.  The  President  must  have  authority  from  Congress  or  the  Constitution 
to  take  actions  with  respect  to  Indians.  Slip  Op.  at  15. 

2.  The  severability  rules  for  dividing  statutes  into  valid  and  invalid 
parts  apply  to  executive  orders.  Slip  Op.  at  17. 

3.  The  canons  of  construction  requiring  that  treaties  be  interpreted 
liberally,  and  as  the  Indians  understood  them,  still  exist.  Slip  Op.  at 
20,  23. 

4.  Treaties  ceding  "all"  interests  in  land  do  not  necessarily  abrogate 
use  rights  reserved  by  other  treaties  in  those  same  lands  unless  the 
historical  context  of  the  treaties  and  the  practical  construction 
adopted  by  the  parties  suggests  that  intent.  Slip  Op.  at  21-27. 

5.  Treaty  rights  must  be  expressly  abrogated  or  they  still  exist.  Slip 
Op.  at  29. 

6.  Oregon  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  v.  Klamath  Tribe  (1985), 
resulted  from  express  language  in  an  1864  treaty  that  reserved 
"exclusive"  rights  within  a reservation,  and  does  not  apply  to 
nonexclusive  rights  in  ceded  areas.  Slip  Op.  at  27-29. 

7.  The  contention  that  treaty  use  rights  were  extinguished  when  States 
were  admitted  to  the  Union  is  wrong.  The  decision  in  Ward  v.  Race  Horse 
(1896)  has  been  "qualified"  (majority  opinion)  or  "overruled"  (dissent) 
by  later  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Slip  Op.  at  29-32;  Rehnquist 
dissent  at  12-13. 

8.  The  continuing  effect  of  treaty  rights  does  not  turn  on  whether  the 
words  "rights"  or  "privileges"  were  used  in  the  treaties.  Slip  Op.  at 
32. 

9.  If  a particular  treaty  states  that  rights  would  continue  only  upon 
certain  conditions  and  the  happening  of  these  conditions  was  "clearly 
contemplated"  when  the  treaty  was  ratified,  then  those  rights  end  when 
the  clearly  contemplated  events  occur.  For  example,  the  treaty  in  Race 
Horse  contemplated  that  rights  would  continue  only  so  long  as  the 
hunting  grounds  remained  unoccupied  and  owned  by  the  United  States. 

Slip  Op.  at  34. 

10.  Although  treaties  use  different  language,  reserved  tribal  hunting 
and  fishing  rights  are  subject  only  to  reasonable  and  necessary 
nondiscriminatory  state  regulations  adopted  in  the  interest  of 
conservation.  Slip  Op.  at  31-32. 

Tom 
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I do  not  know  the  price  of  the  video  mentioned  below,  but  I am  sure  you 
will  find  out  if  you  call  the  phone  number  listed. 

To:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  03:16:05  -0000 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

Subject:  video 

Please  post: 

VANISHING  PRAYER,  a 16  minute  mini-documentary  about  Black  Mesa  is 
finished.  It  can  be  ordered  through  SEE,  SDN's  fiscal  agent.  Call  310  456 
8300  or  456  3534. 

Those  of  you  who  sent  a SASE  to  SOL  should  be  getting  it  in  the  next 
couple  of  days... they  went  out.  One  of  you  sent  a request  for  PAL.  I will 
get  it  to  you  just  as  soon  as  the  PAL  will  be  done. 

The  final  version  for  Geneva  will  have  sub  titles  but  this  version  is 
first  rate.  My  thanks  to  Kim  Kindersly  for  steering  this  through  editing. 

The  Postmen  did  the  music  and  editing.  They  put  in  many  more  hours  than 
they  were  paid  for.  Irene  Bedard  did  the  narration.  It  could  not  have  been 
possible  without  the  assistance  (and  Patience)  of  Maria  and  Tori  of  Broken 
Rainbow. 

My  thanks  to  everyone  who  made  it  possible,  especially  Elaine  for  backing 
it . 

Please  everyone  get  a copy,  you  won't  regret  it.  But  don't  call  me  for  it, 
call  SEE. 

SOL  will  be  on  the  mountain  this  week.  Copies  of  Vanishing  Prayer  will  be 
passed  out  on  Black  Mesa  via  us  and  Marsha  in  her  travels. 

Mauro 

SOL 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Swaneagle  is  back  from  Big  Mountain  and  she  sent  me  this  report.  I have 
added  one  comment  of  clarification. 

Blessings  People  of  Conscience:, 

I just  got  home  from  going  to  Big  Mountain.  Was  heavy  down  there.  I 
occupied  the  BIA  offices  with  Arlene  Hamilton  on  March  15th  after 
talking  with  those  in  charge  of  impounding  livestock  for  4 hours.  We 
asked  them  to  stop  impoundments  immediately  because  of  the  terror  it  is 
causing  in  the  lives  of  Dineh  people.  Arlene  told  Eugene  Secakaku  that 


she  had  been  told  that  impoundments  would  cease  if  it  was  causing  undue 
hardship  upon  the  people  and  that  the  BIA  is  legally  supposed  to  be 
protecting  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  people.  No  one  in  that 
office  sees  to  that.  We  talked  to  Robert  Caroline  in  Phoenix,  Mark 
Bradford  and  Dave  Etheridge  in  D.C.  over  Eugene's  speaker  phone.  All  of 
those  guys  said  someone  else  was  in  charge  acting  as  if  they  were 

helpless.  Bob  Caroline  said  they  are  impounding  the  sheep  because  of  the 

drought.  Save  the  land  so  that  Peabody  can  permanently  ruin  it.  When  we 

exhausted  our  pleas,  we  went  into  the  central  office  to  display  our 

position  that  today  was  not  business  as  usual  in  a nonviolent  act.  Arlene 
laid  down  in  Fred  Chavez's  office  and  i sat  on  the  floor  next  to  her.  We 
were  then  arrested  by  BIA  police.  Arlene  went  limp  and  they  dragged  her 
out.  We  were  charged  with  criminal  trespass  and  released  3 hours  later. 

My  heart  aches  with  a depth  that  defies  description.  The  suffering  is 
extreme  and  Dineh  people  are  living  in  a state  of  sustained  anxiety.  The 
stress  is  tremendous.  Truly  slow  motion  genocide.  I cannot  say  what 
must  be  done.  All  that  continues  coming  to  me  is  the  need  for  millions 
of  white  skinned  Americans  to  be  willing  to  lay  their  lives  on  the  line. 

I am  one  of  terribly  few  who  have  shown  up  to  do  just  this.  My  privilege 
disgusts  me  knowing  i have  such  freedom  to  do  civil  disobedience  with 
minor  consequences  and  still  have  no  impact  upon  the  driving  force  of 
unfettered  greed's  genocide. 

Police  drive  around  the  reservation  going  into  hogans  unannounced  wearing 
guns  on  their  hips.  Pauline  has  taught  herself  to  write  so  that  she  can 
document  incursions  by  police  recording  their  license  plate  numbers,  time, 
date  and  description  of  appearance.  There  are  not  enough  people  bearing 
witness  on  the  land  at  this  time.  It  tore  me  up  to  leave  when  i did.  I 
feel  under  the  thumb  as  i struggle  to  survive  going  to  school  while  i am 
also  on  call  to  the  struggle.  I am  afraid  i will  once  again  end  up 
quitting  school  because  the  situation  is  deadly  serious  and  Pauline  is  my 
mother.  Right  now,  they  are  threatening  to  kick  me  out  of  TESC  because 
my  fall  quarter  is  incomplete  due  to  my  awful  illness.  At  least  my 
student  loan  paid  for  my  trip  down  there. 

The  day  after  our  arrests,  we  were  told  by  supporters  that  an  impoundment 
crew  was  driving  around  with  police.  So  we  changed  course  to  go  find  out 
what  was  going  on.  We  saw  two  impoundment  trailers  and  marked  and 
unmarked  police  escorts  in  7 to  9 vehicles.  We  faced  the  "army"  with  my 
car  that  Willie  Lone  Wolf  was  driving.  Arlene  and  i got  out  to  talk  to 
the  drivers.  We  asked  why  so  many  police  were  needed  to  count 
livestock?  Then  we  were  approached  by  a bunch  of  police  that  followed 
Fred  Chavez  to  confront  us.  Again  we  asked  why  so  many  armed  police  to 
count  sheep  and  he  said,  that  Marcia  had  threatened  them  so  he  had  to 
protect  his  men.  Arlene  said,  "You  are  using  that  as  an  excuse."  The 
cops  zeroed  in  on  Arlene  and  grabbed  her.  When  she  pulled  away,  they 
handcuffed  her  and  put  her  in  the  police  rig.  I called  out  to  the  other 
drivers  to  quit  scaring  my  friends,  quit  scaring  the  Elders  and  the 
children.  One  cop  had  a hand  on  my  arm  the  whole  time.  Fie  grabbed  me  a 
little  tighter  and  said, "If  you  don't  leave  this  land,  I will  arrest 
you."  I said,  "I  am  not  leaving."  Fie  let  me  go.  Then  Mary  Katherine 
drove  up  and  said  she  would  take  care  of  these  2 yahoos.  The  cops  let 
her  take  me,  but  they  wouldn't  let  her  take  Arlene.  She  was  humorous  and 
assertive.  I enjoyed  her  encounter  with  the  cops.  Again  she  was  told 
that  words  Marcia  had  used  caused  them  to  bring  in  so  much  force. 


IMPORTANT  COMMENT: 

This  business  about  Marsha  making  threats  has  been  spread  around  quite  a 
bit.  I will  repeat  a portion  of  my  previous  BIGMTLIST  post  here  for  the 
benefit  of  those  new  to  the  list  who  missed  Marsha's  explanation: 

"First  of  all,  I would  like  to  respond  to  rumors  that  are  rampant  with 
regard  to  my  conversation  with  Fred  Chavez  which  was  purposely  misquoted 
for  purposes  known  only  to  the  BIA.  In  fact,  the  only  reason  that  I 
called  him  initially  was  at  the  request  of  Pauline  Whitesinger  who  was 
afraid  that  her  animals  may  have  been  impounded.  I first  told  Fred  that  I 
was  calling  on  behalf  of  Pauline  Whitesinger  to  see  if  they  impounded  her 
animals.  Fie  said  that  he  did  not  have  her  animals.  I asked  him  if  he 


could  hold  off  on  the  impoundments  since  were  were  holding  a series  of 
community  meetings  that  would  provide  a basis  for  a proposal  to  the  BIA  in 
Washington,  DC  - for  community  range  management,  supplementary  hay  and 
feed  for  the  above  permitted  animals  so  that  we  could  avoid  any 
impoundments . 

I asked  him  what  his  plans  were  for  future  impoundments.  He  said  that 
he  is  just  following  the  law  and  he  has  the  legal  right  to  impound  these 
animals  to  protect  the  range.  I told  him  that  as  a Non  Governmental 
Organization  (NGO)  I was  appealing  to  the  UN  community  for  human  rights 
observers  to  come  to  witness  what  they  were  doing  to  the  elders.  Even  an 
army  of  Human  rights  observers  are  not  a threat.  Their  role  is  to  witness 
and  support.  And  this  was  never  mentioned  after  this  occasion.  However, 

I do  apologize  for  giving  Fred  Chavez  something  to  misquote  me  on." 


Willie  drove  my  car  and  we  all  met  up  at  Katherine  Smith's.  Dineh 
people  came  out  of  the  hills  to  find  out  what  had  happened.  Some  had  been 
hiding  along  with  their  livestock  and  others  had  their  animals  counted. 

One  guy  said  that  hundreds  of  supporters  are  needed  who  are  COMMITTED  TO 
NONVIOLENCE.  Of  course,  that's  what  i am  into.... 

After  we  ate,  Willie  and  i went  to  pick  up  Arlene  from  Kearns  Canyon. 

They  may  be  charging  her  with  felony  failure  to  disperse  and  disorderly 
conduct.  Ridiculous.  When  they  let  her  out,  they  said  they  were  gonna 
send  someone  out  to  find  her  with  a Federal  Warrant.  That  didn't  happen. 

The  in  fighting  is  terrible.  I don't  know  what  to  do.  I am  afraid  if  i 
say  anything  to  anyone,  i will  be  attacked  as  well  if  it  isn't  already 
happening.  I see  that  trust  is  limited  and  that  means  we  are  in  danger 
of  loosing  everything.  How  to  bring  people  together?  How?  Are  humans 
just  too  flawed  to  be  part  of  significant  solution?  Has  oppressor  won? 

Is  any  hope  i carry  in  my  heart  illusion? 

I will  return  to  Big  Mountain  as  soon  as  possible.  I am  planning  a fast 
to  prepare  myself  for  what  is  to  come.  I don't  know  what  else  to  do.  I 
feel  that  I am  part  of  a profound  failure.  Pray  for  the  people. 

In  peaceful  struggle, 

Swaneagle 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Good  News  for  First  Nation  Harvesters"  — 

Date:  Sun,  28  Mar  1999  02:41:05  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Good  news  for  1st  Nation  harvesters 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te' . . . 

Good  news  for  those  of  the  Nations  who  live  off  the  land.. 

On  Thursday  (25  March)  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  rendered  its  decision 
in  the  case  of  John  Sundown,  of  the  Meadow  lake  Cree  Nation  in 
Saskatchewan.  The  judgement  was  in  his  favour,  in  a case  that  started  in 
1992  when  John  was  charged  with  building  a structure  in  a Provincial  Park. 
He'd  felled  about  20  spruce  & built  a small  5'x6'  cabin  for  his  normal, 
annual  2 week  hunting/fishing  trip.  The  territory  is  traditional  Cree 
territory . 

The  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  First  Nation  people  can  set  up 
hunting/fishing  camps  on  any  Crown  lands  anywhere  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in 


any  park  in  any  province  or  territory  in  Canada  where  hunting  or  fishing 
of  any  kind  by  anyone  is  permitted  at  any  time  - (camp=structures 
peripheral  to  the  undertaking  of  their  constitutionally-protected  & 
inherent  right  to  hunt/fish  for  sustenance.) 

Couple  that  decision  with  the  Perry  Decision  in  Ontario  in  1994,  & that 
means  that  the  people  of  the  Nations  in  Canada  can  hunt/fish  on  Crown 
lands  any  time  of  year,  any  place  they  feel  like,  for  any  length  of  time, 
to  harvest  whatever  they  feel  the  land  wishes  to  share  with  them.  No 
provincial  or  municipal  or  federal  laws  or  regulations  apply  EXCEPT  when 
the  restrictions  can  be  DIRECTLY  justified  as  a necessary  conservation 
effort  applicable  to  both  Native  & non-Native  peoples  in  Canada. 

News  on  good  progress  on  the  restoration  of  whaling  rights  to  the  Nations 
on  both  the  east  & west  coasts  too,  just  as  currently  exists  on  the 
Arctic  coast. 

And  more  good  news  from  friends  of  mine  among  the  Innu  & Miq'Maw  Nations  & 
the  Labrador  Inuit  just  came  in  to  me.  This  year's  seal  harvest  off  the 
east  coast  is  the  best  it's  been  in  years..  Some  lucky  Newfie  sealers  even 
got  to  punch  the  lights  out  of  2 World  Wildlife  Fund  jerks  & a few 
photographers  from  the  european  press  this  year.  Almost  as  much  fun  as  the 
time  they  sent  fatboy  Watson  of  the  Sea  Shep-turd  running  for  his  life 
across  the  ice,  squealing  like  the  pig  that  he  is,  a couple  of  sealing 
seasons  ago.. 

We'll  get  more  folks  in  North  America  eating  seal  yet..  It's  incredibly 
healthy,  clean,  tasty  & cheap. . Ask  your  local  butcher  to  order  some 
today .. Information  on  orders  can  be  had  from  the  Newfoundland  Economic 
Development  offices  at  Goose  Bay..,  who  will  give  you  the  coordinates  for 
the  Sealers'  Association  marketing  group..  Ph  (709)  637-4477.  - Support 

First  Nation  economies!  - 

A good-news  start  to  the  year  for  First  Nation  harvesters . . . 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

(Sea  Shep-turd..  I really  like  that.  It  fits  perfect.  Masi'  Sip..) 

"RE : Warriors  on  La  Framboise  Island"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Mar  1999  15:40:34  PST 

From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanajin@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : Warriors  on  La  Framboise  Island 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Hello  all  from  the  Lakota  Student  Alliance.  5 members  of  our  Alliance 
are  the  7 warriors  mentioned  in  this  "official"  press  release.  Thanks 
Robert  Quiver 
coord/cofounder  LSA 


PRESS  RELEASE 
March  24,  1999 

Porcupine,  SD  - Seven  young  Oglala  warriors  are  manning  a tipi  camp  on 
La  Framboise  Island  in  the  Missouri  River  to  protest  a planned  turnover 
of  nearly  200,000  acres  of  Indian  Treaty  land  to  the  state  of  South 
Dakota.  The  "First  Fire  of  the  Oceti  Sakowin"  spiritual  camp  was 
established  after  a March  22  demonstration  that  brought  over  200 
protesters  to  South  Dakota's  capitol  city  of  Pierre  on  a chilly,  windy 
day  to  protest  the  controversial  "Mitigation  Act"  that  was  passed  in 
October  1998  despite  strong  tribal  opposition,  and  without  tribal 
consultation 

The  young  men  staying  on  La  Framboise  say  that  the  camp  affirms  the 
Treaty  rights  of  the  Sioux  Nation  to  the  land  along  the  Missouri  River. 
Like  the  Black  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  and  the  Oglala, 
Standing  Rock,  Rosebud,  Crow  Creek  and  Yankton  Sioux  Tribes,  they  base 
the  Sioux  Nation's  claim  to  the  land  on  the  1851  and  1868  Treaties  and 
on  aboriginal  rights.  Tribes,  Treaty  Councils,  and  non-Indian 
supporters  including  the  South  Dakota  Peace  and  Justice  Center  are 
calling  for  congressional  oversight  hearings  to  reconsider  the  Act,  and 


for  a full-blown  EIS  (Environmental  Impact  Statement)  before  the  US  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  moves  to  transfer  any  land. 

Demonstrators  at  the  March  22  event  in  Pierre  marched  between  the 
Capitol  and  Federal  buildings,  to  draw  attention  to  the  joint 
partnership  between  SD's  Republican  Governor  William  lanklow  and  Senate 
Minority  Leader,  Tom  Daschle  (D,  SD),  who  crafted  the  controversial 
Mitigation  Act  (Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe,  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribe  and 
state  of  South  Dakota  Terrestrial  Wildlife  Restoration  Act)  in  secrecy. 
The  legislation  was  drafted  and  passed  without  consultation  with  opposed 
tribes,  although  President  Clinton's  1994  executive  order  expressly 
calls  for  such  consultation. 

After  the  demonstration.  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud,  Chairman  of  the  Black 
Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  and  Vincent  Black  Feather,  a 
spiritual  leader  of  the  Oglala  Band,  conducted  spiritual  ceremonies  at 
the  "First  Fire  of  the  Oceti  Sakowin"  camp.  A sacred  fire  was  lit  and 
the  camp  stands  as  a public  reminder  that  the  aboriginal  and  Treaty 
rights  of  the  Sioux  Nation  are  not  extinguished. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Emily  Iron  Cloud-Koenen  605/455-2193,  Eileen  Iron  Cloud,  605/455-2999  or 
loanne  Tall  605/867-2673. 

"RE : Mission  Indians  Remembered"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Mar  1999  17:07:27  -0600 
From:  "Long  John"  <tubbytunes@pacific.net> 

Sub j : 900  "Mission  Indians"  Remembered 

900  "Mission  Indians"  Remembered 
Sonoma,  California 

by  Long  John  (TubbyTunes@Pacific . Net) 

Ya  Ta  Hey 

The  Spanish  Mission  San  Francisco  De  La  Solano  represents  both  a 
beginning  and  an  ending  for  various  peoples  of  this  area,  at 
different  times... The  mission  was  the  last  of  21  Catholic  Missions 
established  in  Spanish  Colonial  Alta  California,  and  it  was  also  the 
birthplace  of  the  Bear  Flag  Republic  (mid  1840 's)  by  the  white 
settlers  that  would  lead  to  the  foundation  of  California  as  a state. 

The  tourists  flock  to  Sonoma,  which  is  in  the  southern  end  of  Sonoma 
County  (one  of  the  9 San  Francisco  Bay  Area  counties)  because  of  it's 
proximity  to  the  central  part  of  the  Bay  Area.  It's  a unique  town 
that  is  still  centered  around  a town  square,  and  is  a gateway  to  "The 
Wine  Country";  the  mission  is  part  of  the  downtown  square. 

Yet  the  tourists  have  no  idea  what  is  under  the  streets,  parking  lots, 
and  sidewalks  of  the  city  of  Sonoma 

The  history  books  generally  paint  a rather  benign  picture,  saying 
"the  padres  built  the  missions  for  the  indians" . . .when  in  reality  it 
was  the  other  way  around:  the  native  people  built  the  missions  for 
the  padres  (the  natives  had  no  need  for  a mission)  so  the  padres 
could  exert  influence  over  the  native  population,  whom  the  padres 
deemed  in  need  of  being  saved  by  the  Catholic  church. 

Beside  a religion  that  was  not  based  on  anything  relevant  to  the 
native  people,  the  padres  also  brought  slavery  and  disease  to  the 
native  population  that  had,  somehow,  managed  to  thrive  for  many 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  years  without  the  guidance  of  the  padres. 

The  Indians  were  expendable  to  the  padres,  and  the  culture  was  a 
faceless  and  nameless  group  of  people,  as  viewed  by  the  padres. 

Many  hundreds  of  indigenous  folks  were  killed  by  the  european 
diseases  that  the  native  population  had  no  immunity  to.  And  the  vast 
majority  were  simply  buried  without  the  trappings  of  the  religion 
that  exerted  control... no  markers,  no  headstones,  no  names;  it;s 
doubtful  that  the  native's  own  religious  concern's  were  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  authoritarian  padres.  Mass  graves  were  dug, 
filled,  and  covered  over  with  absolutely  no  concern  for  the  dead,  nor 
the  living  they  left  behind... 


Now,  150  yean  later,  that  has  changed...! 

In  a memorial  ceremony  at  the  mission  on  (Palm)  Sunday  March  28th 
(1999)  as  the  forgotten  Native  souls  were  remembered  and  honored  by 
several  hundred  people  on  a wonderful  sunny  afternoon. 

The  faceless,  and  nameless  are  not  forgotten,  as  a black  slab  of  black 
granite  was  unveiled,  with  900  names  of  native  people  carved  in  the 
polished  surface  of  the  stone  memorial.  Many  of  the  actual  graves  are 
ironically  covered  by  some  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Sonoma,  next 
to  the  mission. 

The  names  were  read  aloud,  as  people  filed  past  the  granite  slab.  The 
names  of  203  children  have  stars  etched  next  to  their  names.  There 
are  many  more  names  unknown,  but  900  is  a good  start. 

Once  again,  the  names  of  Wappo,  Porno,  Coast  Miwok,  Wintun,  and  Patwin 
were  remembered  in  this  solemn  ceremony,  as  the  sound  of  the  drum 
echoed  on  the  air,  as  the  Red  Nation  Brotherhood  Singers  lifted  their 
voices  in  tribute  to  those  who  served  the  mission,  only  to  be 
discarded  and  forgotten. 

Lanny  Pinola,  an  elder  from  the  Kashia  Porno  tribe,  said  "this  is  a 
model  for  the  other  missions  to  follow" .. .Most  of  the  natives  buried 
at  the  mission  died  between  1824  and  1839,  many  in  mass  graves. 

The  unmarked  graves  were  documented  by  the  Native  American  Studies 
program  at  Sonoma  State  University  and  by  state  archaeologists  in 
1995. 

This  comes  at  a time  when  the  founder  of  the  California  missions. 
Father  lunipero  Serra,  a Franciscan  Monk,  is  being  considered  for 
sainthood.  There  is  much  heated  debate  as  to  whether  the  native 
population  were  slaves  or  just  a local  workforce;  the  first  mission 
laborers,  vaqueros  and  farmers  were  Indians ...  slavery  of  Native 
Americans  has  been  documented  at  other  California  mission,  were 
treatment  was  brutal 

The  granite  monument  cost  $33,000  and  400  contributors  paid  for  it. 

It  was  created  by  Adrian  Martinez  and  it  is  designed  similar  to  the 
granite  wall  at  the  Vietnam  War  Memorial  in  Washington  DC. 

The  California  Dept  of  Parks  and  Recreation  will  be  responsible  for 
maintaining  the  memorial... 

Long  John 
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"RE : Gitanyow  Ruling  Could  Derail  Nisga'a  Deal"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Mar  1999  11:15:14  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gitanyow  ruling  could  derail  BC  Nisga'a  deal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GITANYOW  TO  USE  RULING  AGAINST  NISGA'A 
The  Vancouver  Sun,  March  24,  1999  by  Dianne  Rinehart 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Gitanyow  won  a court  victory  this  week  they  hope  could  be  the  first 
step  toward  nullifying  portions  of  the  Nisga'a  treaty  they  claim  gave  away 
84  per  cent  of  their  lands. 


Justice  Paul  Williamson  of  the  B.C.  Supreme  Court  ruled  Tuesday  the  Crown 
is  legally  required  to  negotiate  in  good  faith  with  aboriginal  peoples.  The 
2,000-strong  Gitanyow  hope  to  use  that  ruling  to  pressure  the  government  to 
force  the  Nisga'a  to  negotiate  the  disputed  lands  with  them,  Gitanyow  chief 
negotiator  Glen  Williams  said  Wednesday. 

If  the  land  dispute  is  not  resolved,  the  Gitanyow  will  ask  the  courts  to 
rule  that  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  acted  in  bad  faith  when 
they  excluded  the  Gitanyow  from  negotiations  with  the  Nisga'a  over  the 
disputed  lands,  he  said. 

A court  ruling  of  that  nature  could  derail  the  entire  treaty,  B.C. 
Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Gordon  Wilson  acknowledged  Wednesday. 

Williams  said  that  until  now,  "there's  been  nothing  to  compel  the  Nisga'a 
to  change  anything  in  the  final  agreement.  Hopefully  this  court  ruling  puts 
a darker  cloud  over  the  agreement  and  it  will  hopefully  push  them  to 
accommodate  our  interests." 

That  is  exactly  what  the  province  will  be  pushing  for,  Wilson  said.  While 
the  government  has  committed  to  not  changing  the  Nisga'a  agreement,  the 
Nisga'a  themselves  can  negotiate  and  cede  some  of  their  promised  lands  to 
that  band,  he  said.  The  Nisga'a  don't  have  to  follow  the  government's 
recommendation,  Wilson  noted.  "But  they  would  realize  it's  in  their 
interests,"  he  said.  "We  have  to  get  out  of  the  court  and  back  to  the  table 
and  get  some  sensible  resolutions  put  forth  that  we  can  agree  on."  To  that 
end,  both  Ottawa  and  B.C.  have  offered  to  put  senior  negotiators  on  the 
file  to  help,  he  said. 

Justice  Williamson  also  ruled  the  provincial  government  has  the  same 
fiduciary  responsibility  to  First  Nations  as  Ottawa  does,  a decision  the 
province  may  appeal,  Wilson  said  Wednesday. 

Nisga'a  Chief  Joe  Gosnell  said  there  is  nothing  in  the  Nisga'a  treaty  that 
precludes  the  Gitanyow  from  negotiating  their  land  claims  with  the 
governments.  The  treaty  allows  for  the  possibility  that  there  may  be 
overlapping  claims  and  sets  up  a process  to  deal  with  it,  he  said.  "We 
indicated  very  clearly  that  we  would  respect  and  acknowledge  any  rights 
that  our  neighbours  would  negotiate  in  their  treaties."  Gosnell  said  very 
little  of  the  Gitanyow  claims  falls  into  the  2,000  square  kilometres  ceded 
to  the  Nisga'a  in  the  agreement.  Most  of  it  falls  into  the  16,000  square 
kilometres  of  wildlife  area  the  Nisga'a  have  co-management  rights  with  the 
province  over,  under  the  agreement.  "The  rights  our  nation  will  exercise  in 
that  area  is  not  exclusive.  If  the  Gitanyow  can  negotiate  rights  in  that 
same  area  we  see  no  problem  with  that." 

But  Gosnell  said  he  will  not  negotiate  while  there  is  a court  case  under 
way  nor  will  he  negotiate  before  the  government  makes  a land  offer  to  the 
Gitanyow.  And  he  said  the  Nisga'a  have  not  offered  up  any  of  the  disputed 
lands  to  the  Gitanyow. 

Williams  said  the  Gitanyow  would  expect  that  some  of  the  Nass  Wildlife 
areas  would  become  solely  Gitanyow  lands,  while  others  could  be  co-managed. 
But  he  said  the  Nisga'a  never  should  have  been  given  co-management  rights 
over  the  wildlife  area  in  the  first  place.  "There's  no  evidence  in  all  the 
[historical]  documents  we've  looked  at  [that  these  were  ever  their  lands.]" 

The  victory  comes  just  days  before  the  reconvening  of  the  legislature  by  a 
government  so  intent  on  speeding  passage  of  the  Nisga'a  treaty  that  it 
announced  it  will  dispense  with  the  speech  from  the  throne  to  ensure  there 
is  enough  time  to  pass  the  Nisga'a  agreement  before  the  legislative  session 
ends . 

A spokeswoman  for  federal  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Jane  Stewart  said  the 
minister  could  not  comment  until  she  has  time  to  consider  the  ruling.  "But 
we've  always  said  we  prefer  negotiations  over  litigation,"  said  Kelly 
Acton . 

Meanwhile,  in  judgments  released  Wednesday,  Justice  Williamson  allowed  the 
Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  to  be  added  as  a defendant  in  two  lawsuits.  One  was 
filed  by  the  B.C.  Fisheries  Survival  Coalition  and  Reform  MP  John  Cummins; 
the  other  by  the  B.C.  Citizens  First  Society  and  retired  logger  Lloyd 
Brinson,  who  owns  property  in  the  Nass  valley  that  will  be  surrounded  by 
Indian  land  as  part  of  the  negotiated  Nisga'a  land  claims  settlement. 
Previously,  only  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  were  named  as 
defendants  in  the  two  legal  actions,  which  seek  to  have  the  Nisga'a  treaty 


declared  unconstitutional. 

The  Nisga'a  council  and  Gosnell  argued  they  should  be  added  because  they 
have  a direct  interest  in  the  outcome  of  the  case,  which  they  say  would  be 
"catastrophic"  if  the  plaintiffs  are  successful.  The  Nisga'a  argued  such  a 
declaration  would  effectively  wipe  out  109  years  of  negotiations  with  the 
government . 

The  judge  agreed  to  add  the  tribal  council,  finding  it  has  a direct 
interest  in  the  case,  but  Gosnell ' s application  was  dismissed.  "Once  the 
Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  is  added,  the  interests  of  Chief  Gosnell,  as  with 
those  of  other  Nisga'a,  will  be  represented, " the  judge  concluded. 


More  information  on  the  Nisga'a  deal: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html#nisgaa 
Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun  - mailto:sunletters@pacpress.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Oneida  Land  Suit"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Mar  1999  23:21:39  -0500 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

Sub j : Oneida  Land  Suit:  Oneidas  won't  rule  out  eviction, 

federal  government  does 


Oneida  Land  Suit: 

For  news  updates  and  background  information  on  the  Oneida  Land  Suit, 
please  visit  the  following  URLs. 

Syracuse  Online  provides  this  section  [URL  below]  for  all  who  are 
interested  in  learning  about  and  discussing  the  issues  surrounding  this 
case,  http://www.syracuse.com/features/oneida/ 


Other  Land  Claim  Links: 

Oneida  Indian  Nation:  http://oneida-nation.net/ 

Madison  County  - Information  Site  on  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Land 
Claims : http://www.madisoncounty.org/claimhome .html 
Madison  Region  Site:  http://www.madisoncountyny.com/landclaim/ 
Oneida  County  - Land  Claim  Information  Site: 
http://www.oneidacounty.org/ 


For  those  with  internet  access,  go  to  Syracuse  Online  for  the  Full 
Story: 

http: //hotnews . Syracuse. com/cgi-free/ 

get story . cgi?n0588_AM_NY--OneidaLandClaim&SYR&news&syroneida 

The  following  text  is  provided  for  those  without  internet  access: 

Oneidas  won't  rule  out  eviction, 

federal  government  does 

The  Associated  Press 

3/29/99  7:14  PM 

By  WILLIAM  KATES 

Associated  Press  Writer 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  --  The  federal  government  on  Monday  ruled  out 
evicting  private  landowners  from  Oneida  Indian  ancestral  lands  in 
upstate  New  York. 

The  Oneidas,  though,  would  not  make  the  same  promise  as  a federal  judge 
questioned  tribal  lawyers  on  their  reasons  for  wanting  to  include  20,000 
private  property  owners  in  Madison  and  Oneida  counties  in  their  claim  to 


250,000  acres. 

Although  the  Oneidas  have  stated  publicly  on  repeated  occasions  that 
they  do  not  want  to  take  anyone's  property,  their  attorneys  told  U.S. 
District  Judge  Neal  McCurn  that  they  wished  to  preserve  eviction  as  a 
possible  remedy  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  collecting  monetary 
damages  from  individual  landowners. 

"We  must  include  those  who  are  currently  trespassing,"  said  William  W. 
Taylor,  who  represents  the  Oneida  Nation  of  New  York,  one  of  three 
Oneida  tribes  involved  in  the  land  claim. 

"The  parties  who  own  the  land  should  be  in  the  courtroom.  That's  a 
fundamental  right  of  fairness,"  he  said,  urging  McCurn  to  include  the 
landowners  in  the  land  claim. 

McCurn  listened  for  an  hour  as  attorneys  argued  for  and  against  expanding 
the  Oneida  Nation's  land  claim  and  then  spent  two  hours  questioning  them. 
From  his  questions,  it  appeared  McCurn  was  reluctant  to  add  the  property 
owners . 

"Why  can't  you  get  complete  relief  from  the  state  of  New  York?  Why  do 
you  need  these  landowners  involved?"  McCurn  asked. 

McCurn  did  not  immediately  rule  on  the  Oneida's  request.  He  scheduled  an 
attorney's  conference  for  May  26  but  said  he  hoped  the  land  claim  could 
be  settled  out  of  court  before  that  date.  McCurn  in  February  appointed 
Seton  Hall  Law  School  Dean  Ronald  Riccio  as  a settlement  master  to  help 
mediate  a resolution. 

The  Oneidas  filed  their  first  lawsuit  to  recover  lost  land  in  1970. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  found  in  1985  that  most  of  the  land  was  seized  in 
questionable  transactions  with  the  state  and  private  individuals  and 
ruled  the  Oneidas  were  entitled  to  compensation  for  250,000  acres. 

The  lawsuit  was  put  on  hold  for  13  years  as  the  state  and  tribe  tried 
unsuccessfully  to  negotiate  a settlement.  Those  talks  languished  in 
recent  years  until  December  when  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  intervened 
in  the  stalled  negotiations.  The  Justice  Department  told  the  Oneidas 
that  they  had  to  generate  fresh  litigation  and  add  private  property 
owners . 

Protests  and  passions  have  erupted  in  the  weeks  since  the  Oneida's 
announced  their  plans  to  expand  their  land  claim.  Four  citizen  groups  have 
formed  to  oppose  the  Oneidas.  Their  meetings  are  attended  by  hundreds  of 
residents . 

In  January,  protesters  formed  a 600-vehicle  convoy  that  drove  from  Rome  to 
Verona  to  publicize  their  plight.  They  are  planning  another  motorcade 
from  Syracuse  to  Albany  on  May  1. 

On  Monday,  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Charles  E.  O'Connell  Jr.  announced 
in  court  that  the  federal  government  no  longer  considered  eviction  as  a 
possible  remedy.  However,  O'Connell  said  the  federal  government  still 
supported  adding  the  private  landowners  to  the  lawsuit  otherwise  "this 
case  will  never,  ever  come  to  rest." 

"It  is  apparent  that  our  case  was  misinterpreted . We  never,  ever 
intended  that  tens  of  thousands  of  businesses  and  landowners  would  be 
forcibly  removed,"  he  said. 

The  federal  government's  decision  drew  praise  from  Gov.  George  Pataki, 

Sen.  Charles  Schumer  and  Rep.  Sherwood  Boehlert,  who  all  had  written  the 
Justice  Department  in  protest.  But  all  three  are  still  pressing  for 
private  landowners  to  be  omitted  from  the  claim. 

Attorney  G.  Robert  Witmer,  who  represented  the  two  counties,  said  the 
Oneidas'  motion  was  "a  blatant  effort"  to  coerce  New  York  state  into  a 
settlement  by  "spreading  terror  in  the  hearts  of  landowners." 

Witmer  asked  if  the  Oneidas  do  not  want  to  evict  landowners,  why  they 
need  to  include  them  in  the  claim.  He  said  if  their  purpose  was  to 
instigate  new  negotiations,  then  they  have  already  achieved  that  with 
McCurn's  appointment  of  Riccio. 

Taylor  said  the  Oneidas  could  file  individual  lawsuits  against  each 
landowner  in  the  claim  area  but  that  bringing  them  "under  one  roof"  in  a 
class  action  made  the  case  more  manageable  for  the  court. 

Instead  of  making  the  case  more  manageable,  Witmer  said  adding  20,000 
new  defendants  would  turn  it  into  "a  monster." 


Copyright  1999  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 


Other  Land  Claim  Links: 

Oneida  Indian  Nation:  http://oneida-nation.net/ 

Madison  County  - Information  Site  on  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Land 
Claims : http://www.madisoncounty.org/claimhome . html 
Madison  Region  Site:  http://www.madisoncountyny.com/landclaim/ 
Oneida  County  - Land  Claim  Information  Site: 
http://www.oneidacounty.org/ 


URLS  with  Colombian  Situation  Statements  and  Updates  at: 
http://www.hookele.com/hepohakualoha 

League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 

E-mail:  lisn2000@lisn.net 

LISN  Web  Site  | http://www.lisn.net 

To  subscribe  to  the  League  Mailing  List,  e-mail: 

league- subscribe@lisn . net 

For  additional  commands,  e-mail:  league-help@lisn.net 

— "RE:  NA's  Urban  Housing"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Mar  1999  17:37:51  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Answers  re  NA's  urban  housing 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . 

You  ask  of  how  the  First  Nations  will  provide  for  their  citizens  that  live 
off-reserve  in  urban  areas. 

The  solution  is  on  the  way.  Within  the  next  few  years  you  will  be  seeing 
the  expansion  of  reserves.,  to  urban  centres  & cities  across  Canada. 
On-reserve  housing  will  be  available  right  in  town,  because  parts  of  every 
town  will  be  designated  as  "lands  reserved  for  Indians".  And  that  land 
will  be  owned  COLLECTIVELY  by  the  Nation(s)  whose  traditional  territory, 
not  by  individual  lot-owners.  Title  will  remain  in  the  Nation's  name,  with 
all  lots  leased  to  users.  Residential  housing  is  the  number  one  priority. 

Rent/lease  will  be  at  competitive  market  rates,  but  lease-holders  who  are 
bonafide  members  of  that  First  Nation  (or  members  of  a First  Nation  that 
has  concluded  a reciprocal-services  arrangement  with  the  First  Nation 
holding  title  to  the  urban  reserve)  will  have  some  form  of  community 
support,  I'm  sure.  If  not,  as  one  of  the  Nation  who  are  the  title-holders 
to  that  land,  they  can  work  within  the  system  they  will  emplace  to  deal 
with  such  matters,  according  to  how  THEY  feel  & think  about  it;  no  one 
else. 

The  long  legacy  of  overt  destruction  of  the  peoples  by  federal  governments 
by  manipulating  the  roofs  over  the  heads  of  the  children  is,  hopefully, 
coming  to  a close,  but  it  will  take  some  time.  For  many  years  the  emphasis 
was  in  creating  conditions  so  bad  on  reserves  that  the  Indians  would  all 
move  away  & be  assimilated.  Surprise!  Those  that  were  forced  to  move  away 
to  find  shelter  & work  by  abandoning  their  communities  didn't 
"assimilate" . 

Urban  reserves.,  (reserves  are  "lands  reserved  for  Indians  on  those  lands 
they  signed  treaty  to  share",)  But  until  now  few  realized  that  the  land  so 
designated  can  be  ANYWHERE  on  the  lands  to  which  the  Nation(s)  concerned 
hold  Aboriginal  Title.  For  example:  the  legal  hurdles  have  now  been 
removed  that  will  allow  Kahnawake,  the  huge  Mohawk  reserve  across  the 
river  from  Montreal,  to  acquire  a block  of  land  in  downtown  Montreal  and 
have  it  designated  as  "reserve"  & build  "on-reserve  housing"  with  full 
reserve  status  on  that  chunk  of  real  estate,  if  the  Mohawk  Nation  so 
chooses . 

Negotiations  between  the  feds  & all  of  the  First  Nations  just  started 
within  the  past  24  months,  when  some  brilliant  (Indian)  lawyer  suggested  a 
new  twist  to  the  application  of  the  current  ATR  process  permitted  by  the 


Indian  Act.  For  the  first  time  in  history,  the  application  of  the  ATR 
(Additions  to  Reserves)  policy  is  being  written  by  First  Nations  this 
year,  not  by  DIA. 

Similar  Indian-written  DIA  policy  is  currently  being  developed  to  assume 
control  of  many  other  areas  of  Indian  life  run  by  non-Indians  to  date.  All 
environmental  issues  (including  the  right  to  regulate  & enforce  laws) 
concerning  Indian  territory.  Mineral  & petroleum  & timber  & all  other 
natural  resources  on  Indian  territory  will  be  First  Nation-owned  rather 
than  "vested  in  The  Crown".  Indian  monies  & trusts  will  be  turned  over  to 
Indian  control.  Revenue-sharing  for  the  Indian  portion  of  every  dollar 
drawn  from  or  earned  on  Indian  land,  ( "significantly-but-not-outrageously" 
less  than  being  shelled  out  to  other  governments,  to  draw  investors  to 
help  develop  First  Nation  economies.,  on  Indian  terms). 

The  Nations  are  also  currently  writing  policy  for  membership/citizenship 
& governance  systemsjwill  & estates;  leadership/elections  & the  dissolution 
of  DIA  while  maintaining  the  Fiduciary  Relationship  wit  The  Crown. 

The  Indian  Land  Management  Act  just  passed  third  reading  in  the  Flouse  of 
Commons  this  week.  When  it  returns  from  the  Senate  it  should  be  proclaimed 
before  this  session  ends.  That  will  allow  First  Nations  to  finally  control 
all  current  & future  leases  of  Indian  lands.  Up  to  now,  DIA  leased  out 
Indian  land  without  any  input  from  the  Indians.  Now  DIA  will  be  out  of  the 
picture  completely,  with  lessees  dealing  directly  with  the  First  Nation 
concerned.  (There  are  over  60,000  leases  of  property  that  is  Indian  land 
in  Ontario  alone,  most  of  it  hugely  under-valued  by  DIA.) 

There  are  transition  periods  being  developed  in  each  First  Nation 
regional  org,  based  on  direct  input  from  each  member-Nation,  AND  the  feds 
are  committed  to  providing  the  resources  for  First  Nation-designed  & 
delivered  training/capacity  building  over  the  next  36-48  months  to  assume 
these  responsibilities  once  again,  at  whatever  speed  or  to  whatever  extent 
the  Nations  concerned  decide.  (Physiotherapy  for  muscles  long  locked-up). 

There  is  a big  "IF"  though.  The  final  policy  draft  has  to  be  approved  by 
the  federal  cabinet,  AND  by  the  First  Nations  by  the  national  assembly  of 
Chiefs  & Councils.  But  once  the  first  one  is  accepted  & implementation 
begins,  the  precedent  is  set  & the  damn  dam  breaks  wide  open.  Good-bye  DIA 
in  24-48  months. 

The  people  of  the  Nations  who  are  working  on  this  are  to  be  commended. 
Regional  public  participation  sessions  have  been  going  on  across  the 
country,  in  every  region  of  Canada  since  last  fall  & will  continue  into 
early  summer  (Dune).  And  there  has  been  growing  participation  by  & input 
from  every  First  Nation.  The  other  parties  that  will  be  impacted 
(feds/provinces  & municipalities)  have  all  made  their  positions  & 
perspectives  about  how  First  Nations  should  operate  clear  over  many  years. 
Now  it's  time  for  the  Nations  to  decide  their  own  destiny. 

New  world  cornin'.,  for  all  our  relations.,  those  here, 
those-gone-but-still-with-us  & those-yet-to-come. . 

The  biggest  stumbling  block  I can  see  is  that  many  of  the  people  who  were 
driven  from  home  into  the  cities  have  begun  to  forget  that  they  are  each  a 
part  of  a Nation,  "like  fingers  on  a hand",  & instead  of  asking,  "What  is 
good  for  my  Nation?"  they  see  themselves  separate  ("What's  in  it  for  ME?") 
while  wanting  the  benefits  that  belong  to  the  Nation  for  themselves.  Who 
knows..?  Maybe  urban  reserves  will  reawaken  the  sense  of  family  & 
community  as  paramount  in  them  again.  If  not,  they  will  always  be  welcome 
to  move  elsewhere,  to  live  with  like-minded  "individuals", 
with  respect., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Telephone  Troubles  at  Tuscarora"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Mar  1999  10:08:45  -0500 
From:  rosehill  <rosehill(3pce.net> 

Sub j : TELEPHONE  TROUBLES  AT  TUSCARORA  - Bell  Atlantic  refuses  to 
provide  repair  services  or  new  hook  ups  on  Tuscarora  Reservation 


To  whom  it  may  concern: 

47%  of  the  children  who  attend  Tuscarora  school  live  in  households 
where  telephones  are  not  working  due  to  Bell  Atlantic's  refusal  to 
perform  repairs  on  the  reservation. 

Many  elderly  residents  who  have  a medical  need  (and  a medical 
prescription)  for  a telephone  are  without  service. 

A minimum  of  100  households  are  currently  without  service  and  this 
number  is  continually  growing. 

Even  those  who  have  service  are  paying  monthly  wire  maintenance  fees  for 
a service  they  will  not  receive  should  their  telephones  also  become  in 
need  of  repair. 

Bell  Atlantic  has  done  this  without  notice  or  explanation,  continues  to 
bill  for  services  not  rendered  and  terminates  services  to  those 
unwilling  to  pay  for  services  they  are  not  receiving. 

Cliff  Lee,  Bell  Atlantic  spokesperson  states  (Niagara  Gazette  article) 
that  technicians  are  refusing  to  go  on  the  reservation  for  safety 

reasons yet  Bell  Atlantic  refuses  to  provide  any  documentation 

regarding  any  incidents  where  workers  have  been  endangered.  Lee  also 
claims  that  Bell  Atlantic  "can't  afford  to  get  involved  in  the 
politics"(of  the  reservation)  where,  he  claims,  Tuscarora  leaders  only 
want  certain  residents  to  have  telephones 

One  Tuscarora  resident  (who  is  without  telephone  service)  received  the 
following  response  from  Bell  Atlantic  after  he  contacted  them  regarding 
his  concern  that  people  cannot  even  call  "911"  from  the 

reservation back  came  a letter  indicating  that  Bell  Atlantic  had 

tried  to  reach  him  by  telephone  numerous  times! 

Bell  Atlantic's  web  site:  http://www.bell-atl.com/about/vision.htm 
includes  a "Vision  Statement"  that  states  it  is  their  goal  "to  be  the 
customer's  first  choice  for  communications  and  information  services  in 
every  market  we  serve,  domestic  and  international."  Despite  this 
statement.  Bell  Atlantic  seems  unable  to  provide  a copy  of  their 
own  code  of  ethics/bylaws,  any  explanation  as  to  why  service  has  been 
denied  or  a list  of  requirements  and/or  conditions  needed  to  obtain 
service  again  for  Tuscarora  residents. 

Please  respond  by  lending  your  support  and  by  letting  others  know  about 
this  very  serious  matter. 

Your  telephone  service  could  be  next 

Following  is  a list  of  persons/agencies/media/etc.  who  have  been 
contacted  regarding  this  issue: 

-Bell  Atlantic  (Buffalo,  NY) 

-Patrick  Lee,  esq.  - attorney  for  B.A.,  New  York  City 
-Governor  George  Pataki 
-Lawrence  Baca  - Justice  Dept. 

-Hilary  Clinton 

-Secretary  of  Public  Services  - Public  Services  Commission 
-Office  of  Secretary  - Federal  Communications  Commission 
-Common  Carrier  Office  - Federal  Communications  Commission 
-American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  - Western  NY  office 
-Dr.  Judith  Howard  (Superintendent  of  Niagara-Wheatfield  Schools) 
-Elizabeth  Carr  (Principal,  Tuscarora  School) 

-USA  Today  (letter  to  editor) 

-New  York  Times  (letter  to  editor) 

-Local  television  (Channel  7,  Buffalo,  NY) 

-Local  newspapers  (Niagara  Gazette,  Lockport  Journal,  The  Echo) 

"RE:  Leaders  Want  Equality"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Mar  1999  00:42:07  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : "The  leaders"  meet  in  Regina  Monday 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
ABORIGINAL  LEADERS  WANT  EQUALITY,  PREMIERS  TO  BE  TOLD 
Canadian  Press,  March  21,  1999 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 

It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

REGINA  (CP)  - Aboriginal  leaders  say  they  are  heading  into  Monday's 
meeting  with  Canada's  premiers  absolutely  determined  to  be  treated  as 
equals . 

But  Saskatchewan  Premier  Roy  Romanow  says  while  he  and  his  fellow 
politicians  are  willing  to  be  constructive,  they  won't  apologize  for 
leaving  aboriginals  out  of  last  month's  social  union  agreement.  Only  five 
premiers  - representing  Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  Manitoba,  Ontario  and  Nova 
Scotia  - are  expected  at  Monday's  conference  in  Regina. 

Aboriginal  leaders  have  said  they  should  have  been  included  in  the 
discussions  on  the  social  union  framework,  which  set  out  rules  and 
responsibilities  for  delivering  health  and  social  programs  across  the 
country. 

But  Romanow  said  the  premiers  had  the  right  to  meet  to  discuss  matters 
that  "pertain  to  their  jurisdictional  concerns,  and  to  do  so  by 
themselves."  It  was  then  up  to  the  premiers  to  consult  with  aboriginal 
leaders  about  the  issues  affecting  them,  he  added.  "That's  what  were  doing 
now,"  Romanow  said.  "At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  premiers  are  the  ones  who 
are  elected  by  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  people  to  try  to  make  the  best 
policy."  He  said  it's  impossible  for  every  group  affected  by  the  social 
union  agreement  to  participate  in  the  talks. 

But  aboriginal  people  are  unique,  insisted  Phil  Fontaine,  leader  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations,  representing  600  Indian  bands  across  Canada. 

"Our  rights  are  clearly  recognized  in  the  Constitution  and  the  highest 
court  in  the  land  has  been  very  clear  about  the  need  to  consult  with  us. 

And  it  can't  be  after  the  fact."  Fontaine  said  he  also  wants  to  be 
constructive,  but  he's  determined  to  convince  the  premiers  that  aboriginal 
leaders  deserve  the  same  say  as  premiers  in  negotiations  such  as  the  social 
union  talks.  The  social  union  is  about  the  "redesign  of  government  into  a 
more  collaborative  process.  That  should  be  applied  to  us  too,"  Fontaine 
said.  "We  know  that  we're  right  and  we're  not  going  away." 

Harry  Daniels,  president  of  the  Congress  of  Aboriginal  Peoples,  said  the 
problems  faced  by  the  870,000  urban  aboriginals  he  represents  aren't  going 
away  because  every  level  of  government  refuses  to  take  responsibility  for 
them.  "We  want  fairness,"  he  said.  "We  want  our  share  of  the  Canadian 
Health  and  Social  Transfer  money."  He  said  he  will  demand  the  premiers  show 
him  their  plans  for  how  they  will  deliver  services  to  urban  aboriginal 
people.  If  the  provinces  aren't  going  to  provide  adequate  housing, 
education  and  job  creation,  then  let  aboriginal  organizations  do  it, 

Daniels  said. 

Romanow  said  Canadian  Health  and  Social  Transfer  money  that  Ottawa 
provides  to  the  provinces  can't  simply  be  handed  out  to  aboriginal  groups 
because  premiers  have  a duty  to  use  the  funding  to  create  programs  that 
serve  all  people. 

Daniels  allowed  that  aboriginal  groups  probably  won't  be  given  the 
funds.  "But  we  have  to  get  them  to  agree  to  the  principle,"  he  said.  "We 
have  to  get  them  to  accept  their  fiduciary  responsibility." 

Other  issues  on  the  agenda  for  the  meeting  include: 

- A structure  for  ongoing  consultations  between  the  premiers  and 
aboriginal  leaders. 

- Constitutional  obligations  the  federal  government  has  to  aboriginal  people 

- A national  aboriginal  youth  strategy. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Indian  Health  Chief  Crusades  for  His  People 

In  Family  Tradition, Trujillo  Seeks  Better  Care  for  Natives 

By  William  Claiborne 

c.  Washington  Post 

March  29,  1999 

There  is  a certain  symmetry  to  Michael  H.  Trujillo's  heritage  and  his 
relentless  crusade  to  get  Congress  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  long- 
neglected  and  woefully  inadequate  public  health  care  system  for  most  of 
the  nation's  2 million  Native  Americans. 

Trujillo,  54,  a member  of  the  Laguna  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico,  is  the  first 
full-blooded  Indian  to  serve  as  director  of  the  U.S.  Indian  Health 
Service,  a position  that  confers  on  him  the  title  of  assistant  surgeon 
general  and  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  in  the  commissioned  corps  of  the 
Public  Health  Service. 

He  is  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  regularly  appear  before 
Congress  as  an  advocate  for  Native  Americans.  His  father,  Miguel,  was 
responsible  for  securing  the  right  of  reservation  Indians  to  vote  in  state 
elections  in  New  Mexico  in  1948,  and  his  maternal  grandfather,  Ulysses 
Grant  Paisano,  a Laguna  Pueblo  tribal  governor,  came  to  Capitol  Hill 
frequently  in  the  1930s  to  battle  for  tribal  rights. 

Moreover,  Trujillo's  older  sister,  Josephine  Waconda,  also  was  an 
assistant  surgeon  general  and  commissioned  rear  admiral  in  the  Public 
Health  Service  until  she  retired  in  1997  as  director  of  Indian  health 
services  in  the  Albuquerque  area.  She  was  the  first  Indian  woman  to  attain 
that  rank,  and  she  and  Trujillo  were  reported  to  be  the  only  flag-ranked 
brother  and  sister  in  any  U.S.  commissioned  officers'  corps. 

But  Trujillo's  deep  background  and  heritage  in  Indian  advocacy  will  be 
put  to  the  test  in  the  months  ahead,  as  he  fights  for  the  Clinton 
administration's  request  to  Congress  for  a $170  million  increase  in  the 
Indian  Health  Service's  annual  budget,  an  8 percent  jump  over  this  year's 
$2.2  billion  allotment.  It  is  a striking  request  for  an  administration 
that  asked  for  only  a 0.9  percent  increase--$19  million--last  year. 

But  Trujillo  pointed  out  that  it  falls  far  short  of  the  $500  million 
increase  that  Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary  Donna  Shalala  asked  for 
and  is  only  a fraction  of  the  $8  billion  that  a delegation  of  tribal 
leaders  recently  estimated  is  needed  by  IHS  each  year  to  bring  Indian 
health  care  up  to  acceptable  levels. 

Trujillo  will  also  be  pushing  for  a bill  sponsored  by  Sen.  John  McCain 
(R-Ariz.)  that  would  elevate  his  position  as  IHS  director  to  a new  post 
of  assistant  secretary  for  Indian  health  within  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services.  Tribal  leaders  have  long  contended  that  Indians  need  a 
stronger  voice  and  a seat  at  the  table  when  decisions  are  made  about 
health  policy  and  spending.  Trujillo  contends  that  as  a mid-level  manager 
he  currently  does  not  carry  that  kind  of  clout. 

"It  will  elevate  the  issue  of  health  care  for  Indians  across  the 
administration  of  whatever  party  will  be  occupying  the  White  House,"  said 
Trujillo,  who  in  1994  became  the  first  presidentially  appointed  and 
Senate-confirmed  director  of  the  IHS.  "It  has  been  a disadvantage  not  to 
be  at  the  table  when  resources  are  being  discussed." 

Basic  health  care  that  is  taken  for  granted  by  millions  of  poor  and 
elderly  Americans  covered  by  Medicaid  and  Medicare--not  to  mention  those 
covered  by  private  insurance--has  long  been  denied  to  Indians  and  Native 
Alaskans.  They  are  entitled  to  free  health  care  under  treaties  signed  with 


the  federal  government  in  exchange  for  land. 

In  1994,  there  were  fewer  than  90  doctors  for  every  100,000  Indians, 
compared  with  229  per  100,000  nationally. 

Even  though  tuberculosis  has  been  treatable  for  decades,  Indians  are 
five  times  as  likely  to  die  from  it  than  are  non-Indians,  according  to 
federal  studies.  They  are  more  than  four  times  as  likely  to  die  of  liver 
disease  and  three  times  as  likely  to  die  of  diabetes. 

Only  15  of  the  515  Indian  health  facilities  nationwide  are  equipped  to 
handle  tertiary-level  care  and  available  funds  usually  run  out  early  in 
the  year.  Indians  routinely  are  denied  hospitalization  and  specialized 
care  until  their  illness  becomes  unbearably  painful  or  life-threatening, 
Buford  L.  Rolin,  chairman  of  the  private  National  Indian  Health  Board, 
testified  last  year  to  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee. 

"People  are  suffering  and  dying  premature  deaths,  due  in  large  part  to 
reductions  in  Indian  Health  Service  spending,"  Rolin  said. 

It  is  against  this  background  of  chronic  financial  troubles  and  human 
need  that  Trujillo,  a soft-spoken  physician  and  veteran  health  service 
officer  who  likes  to  sketch  landscapes  and  play  classical  guitar  music  in 
his  spare  time,  prepares  to  begin  his  fifth  year  as  director  of  Indian 
health  services. 

Born  on  the  Isleta  Pueblo  reservation,  15  miles  south  of  Albuquerque,  to 
parents  who  both  taught  at  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  school,  Trujillo 
said  he  grew  up  never  having  met  a physician  and  therefore  had  no  role 
models  to  inspire  in  him  a desire  for  a medical  career.  Nonetheless,  he 
was  a bright,  hard-working  student  and  moved  toward  medicine  when  he  was 
at  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  where  he  received  his  undergraduate  and 
medical  degrees. 

His  postgraduate  training  was  in  family  practice  and  internal  medicine 
and  included  a clinical  fellowship  in  preventive  medicine  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.  He  also  holds  a master's  degree  in  public 
health  administration  from  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Most  of  Trujillo's  career,  beginning  as  a doctor  at  a 25-bed  clinic  on 
the  Laguna  Pueblo  Reservation,  has  been  spent  with  the  IHS,  including 
stints  as  area  director,  chief  medical  officer  and  other  management  posts 
in  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  South  Dakota  and  Oregon.  In  addition,  he  has  held 
management  positions  with  the  Public  Health  Service's  New  York  regional 
office  and  was  associate  warden  and  medical  officer  at  the  Bureau  of 
Prisons'  Federal  Medical  Center  in  Rochester,  Minn. 

In  an  agency  whose  senior  management  long  has  been  dominated  by  whites, 
Trujillo  steadfastly  clung  to  his  Indian  heritage,  and  even  now  he  begins 
major  staff  meetings  at  IHS  headquarters  in  Rockville  with  Native  prayers, 
singing  and  drumming. 

"I  think  my  heritage  brings  some  sensitivity  and  understanding  of  how  my 
people  live,"  Trujillo  said  in  an  interview  at  his  office,  which  is 
decorated  with  the  arts  and  crafts  of  Indian  nations.  The  collection 
includes  a kachina  doll,  which  the  Hopi  and  other  Pueblo  Indians  believe 
has  healing  powers,  and  Navajo  sand  art,  drawn  by  medicine  men  in  the 
homes  of  the  sick  as  part  of  a healing  ceremony. 

Trujillo,  who  estimates  he  spends  at  least  half  of  his  time  traveling  to 
Indian  health  care  facilities  around  the  country,  said,  "I  believe  I can 
identify  with  a number  of  the  problems  Indians  face  every  day.  I hope  this 
makes  me  a more  forceful  advocate." 

As  for  his  formidable  task  of  turning  around  a chronically  underfunded 
and  neglected  health  service,  Trujillo  said,  "I  love  it.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  emergency  room.  Each  day  you  go  in,  and  you  don't  know  what  you're 
going  to  find . " 

Players:  Michael  H.  Trujillo 

Title:  Assistant  Surgeon  General,  director  of  Indian  Health  Service. 

Age:  54. 

Education:  Bachelor's  degrees  (two)  University  of  New  Mexico;  master's 
degree  in  public  health  administration.  University  of  Minnesota;  medical 
degree.  University  of  New  Mexico. 

Family:  Divorced,  three  children,  ages  9-14. 

Previous  jobs:  IHS  deputy  area  director  and  chief  medical  officer  in  New 
Mexico,  Arizona,  South  Dakota,  Oregon;  associate  warden.  Federal  Medical 


Center,  Rochester,  Minn.;  chief  of  clinical  support,  U.S.  Clinical  Health 
Service,  New  York;  assistant  chief  medical  officer,  IHS,  Rockville,  Md. 
Hobbies:  Sketching  landscapes,  classical  guitar,  hiking. 

On  serving  Native  Americans:  "The  needs  of  our  patients  and  our  communities 
are  always  paramount,  because  they  honor  us  when  they  come  in  for  care." 
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Win  the  battle  and  lose  the  war 
March  27,  1999 

Copyright  1999  The  Dackson  County  Examiner 

The  fleeing  Nez  Perce  had  fought  numerous  skirmishes  and  several  major 
battles  against  overwhelming  odds  and  had  either  won  each  or  had 
successfully  fought  off  the  army  and  escaped.  This  time  they  had  beaten 
off  General  Sturgis'  troops,  and  continued  on  their  way  to  the  Canadian 

border.  But  time  was  running  out  for  them.  The  army  could  replace  any 

losses,  where  every  single  loss  for  the  Indians  was  felt  dearly. 

As  the  Nez  Perce  made  their  run  for  the  border  they  stopped  to  camp  the 
night  of  Sept.  29,  1877,  at  a place  called  Bear  Paw,  in  the  mountains 
along  Snake  Creek,  just  over  30  miles  short  of  their  goal.  The  chiefs  knew 
that  General  Howard  was  several  days  behind  them,  and  believed  that  they 
had  time  to  rest  and  hunt  buffalo  for  food  and  warm  clothing  before  they 

had  to  move  on.  What  they  didn't  know  was  that  an  army  under  Gen.  Nelson 

Miles  was  almost  on  top  of  them.  With  nearly  600  soldiers.  Miles  did  not 
expect  the  tired,  weakened  Indians  to  be  able  to  stand  up  to  them. 

On  Sept.  30,  Miles  Indian  scouts  located  the  Nez  Perce  camp  and  the 
cavalry  began  a charge.  The  Nez  Perce  put  up  such  a defense  that  they 
broke  the  charge  of  cavalry  and  supporting  Cheyenne  warriors,  inflicting 
extremely  heavy  casualties.  His  attack  broken.  Miles  was  forced  to  set 
siege  to  the  Nez  Perce  camp.  The  Indians  had  been  badly  scattered  by  the 
initial  attack,  and  small  groups  had  been  driven  out  onto  the  plains  where 
they  suffered  and  died  of  exposure,  or  possibly  straggled  into  Canada  to 
join  Sitting  Bull  and  his  followers.  The  main  group  of  Indians  was 
surrounded  by  Miles  and  a siege  that  was  to  last  for  days  began.  This 
battle  was  the  end  of  the  line  for  the  weary  Nez  Perce.  During  this  fight 
they  lost  most  of  their  remaining  chiefs,  such  as  their  great  war  chief. 

Too  Hool  Hool  zote,  who  had  been  highly  influential  in  their  battles,  and 
great  warriors  such  as  Olikut,  Joseph's  younger  brother. 

General  Miles,  anxious  to  end  the  stalemate  before  General  Howard 
arrived  on  the  scene,  requested  a parley  with  the  hostiles.  Doseph,  who  by 
this  time  was  one  of  only  a few  chiefs  remaining,  came  over  out  to 
represent  the  Indians.  When  he  refused  to  surrender.  Miles,  breaking  the 
flag  of  truce,  had  him  arrested.  Shortly,  the  Nez  Perce  captured  one  of 
Miles  officers,  and  were  able  to  exchange  him  for  Doseph. 

On  Oct.  5,  1877,  the  Nez  Perce  leaders  held  council  and  were  unable  to 
agree  on  a course  of  action.  Doseph,  concerned  with  the  starving  women  and 
children,  argued  for  surrender.  The  other  remaining  chiefs.  White  Bird  and 
Looking  Glass  disagreed.  As  the  meeting  broke  up.  Looking  Glass  was  struck 
in  the  forehead  by  a bullet  fired,  not  by  a soldier,  but  supposedly  by  an 
Indian  with  the  army. 

Doseph  got  on  his  horse,  and  escorted  by  several  warriors,  rode  to 
Miles'  camp.  Handing  his  rifle  to  General  Miles,  Doseph  made  one  of  the 
most  stirring  surrender  speeches  in  history.  (It  has  been  argued  as  to 
whether  Doseph  actually  made  the  speech.)  The  surrender  ends  with  the 
famous,  often  quoted  words,  "...From  where  the  sun  now  stands,  I will 
fight  no  more  forever." 

Although  he  was  but  one  of  the  number  of  leaders,  Doseph  was  made  the 


symbol  of  the  Nez  Perces'  heroic  fight  for  freedom.  As  usual,  the 
government's  promises  to  the  "defeated"  Indians  were  quickly  broken. 

Joseph  worked  for  the  benefit  of  his  people  until  his  death  on  Sept.  21, 
1904.  He  lived  his  remaining  years  an  exile  from  his  beloved  homeland. 
(Material  for  this  article  came  from  numerous  sources.) 

Richard  Goldstein  writes  this  column  for  The  Examiner. 

"RE : Smithsonian  to  Send  Ishi's  Brain  Home"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Mar  1999  08:07:02  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  03-30-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Smithsonian  to  Send  Ishi's  Brain  Home 

Butte  County  native  group  offers  to  accept  repatriation  of  remains 
by  Carl  Nolte 

c.  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
March  24,  1999 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  promised  yesterday  to  return  the  brain  of 
Ishi,  the  last  of  his  tribe,  to  appropriate  native  American  groups  in 
California . 

Ishi's  brain  had  been  removed  from  his  body  after  his  death  and  has  been 
in  storage  in  the  Smithsonian  for  more  than  80  years. 

"We  are  committed  to  repatriate  the  remains  of  Ishi,"  said  Smithsonian 
spokesman  Randall  Kremer. 

However,  there  is  a problem:  The  Smithsonian  is  not  sure  who  is  entitled 
to  the  remains.  Under  federal  law,  remains  of  Indian  people  may  be 
returned  to  federally  recognized  tribes  or  to  groups  that  can  claim  a 
blood  relationship  with  the  remains. 

The  solution  may  present  itself  today  when  representatives  of  the 
Smithsonian  meet  in  Washington,  D.C.,  with  a delegation  from  the  Butte 
County  Native  American  Cultural  Committee. 

The  Butte  County  Indians,  who  live  in  the  Sacramento  Valley  and  the 
nearby  country,  say  they  have  a cultural  affinity  with  the  Yahi  Indians, 
a small  tribe  that  was  exterminated  by  white  settlers  in  the  late  19th 
century.  Ishi,  who  was  widely  believed  to  be  the  last  of  the  Yahi 
people,  emerged  from  the  wilderness  near  Oroville  in  1911. 

He  died  in  San  Francisco  in  1916,  and  his  body  was  cremated. 

But  the  story  took  an  unusual  turn  last  month,  when  it  was  disclosed 
that  Ishi's  brain  had  been  removed  from  his  body,  preserved  and  sent  to 
the  Smithsonian  for  study. 

However,  studies  were  never  carried  out  and  Ishi's  brain  remained  in  the 
Smithsonian's  support  center  in  Maryland  for  more  than  80  years. 

Yesterday,  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  D-Calif.,  wrote  the  Smithsonian  to 
urge  it  to  "do  all  you  can  to  reunite  Ishi's  remains  and  return  them  to 
his  native  homeland." 

The  repatriation  of  Indian  remains  held  and  sometimes  exhibited  in 
museums  has  become  an  important  issue  to  native  American  groups  in 
recent  years.  "According  to  Indian  religious  beliefs,  a person's 
spirits  cannot  be  free  unless  the  person  is  buried  whole,"  Feinstein 
wrote  in  her  letter. 

The  Smithsonian  agrees.  In  the  past  five  years,  Kremer  said,  the 
Smithsonian  has  returned  4,000  remains  to  Indian  groups. 

Ishi  --  whose  name  simply  means  "man"  in  the  Yahi  language  --  spent 
his  last  years  at  the  University  of  California  anthropological  museum  in 
San  Francisco,  now  part  of  UC  San  Francisco.  He  had  been  befriended  by 
UC  Professor  Alfred  Kroeber,  the  leading  expert  on  California's  native 
people,  and  considered  Kroeber  part  of  his  family. 

However,  it  was  Kroeber  who  sent  Ishi's  brain  to  the  Smithsonian,  a 
common  practice  in  scientific  circles  at  the  time. 

"We  arrive  at  truth  through  trial  and  error,"  the  Smithsonian's  Kremer 


said  yesterday.  "And  we  learn  from  error." 

"RE ; Utah  To  Discourage  Nuke  Waste  Plan"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Mar  1999  14:06:26  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  03-19-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Utah  To  Discourage  Nuke  Waste  Plan 

.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  KRISTEN  MOULTON 
3/18/99 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (AP)  --  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt,  trying  to  discourage  eight 
power  companies  from  storing  nuclear  waste  at  an  Indian  reservation  in 
Utah,  signed  a bill  Thursday  requiring  the  utilities  to  shoulder  full 
liability  in  case  of  an  accident. 

The  law  strips  the  utilities,  their  officers  and  shareholders  of  a 
limited  legal  shield  offered  to  some  companies  as  a way  of  encouraging 
business  development. 

It  also  requires  the  governor  and  the  Legislature  to  approve  rights  of 
way  used  to  carry  the  waste  to  the  planned  temporary  storage  facility  on 
the  Skull  Valley  Indian  Reservation  in  Utah's  west  desert,  40  miles  west 
of  Salt  Lake  City. 

"We  think  this  is  an  appropriate  thing,  given  that  we  have  made  it 
perfectly  clear  we  don't  want  this  waste  here,"  Leavitt  said.  "If  it's  so 
safe,  why  don't  they  just  keep  it  where  it  is?" 

The  135-member  Skull  Valley  Band  of  Goshute  Indians  is  split  over  a 
proposal  to  build  the  facility.  Spent  radioactive  rods  from  power  plants 
would  be  taken  there  to  await  shipment  to  a permanent  storage  site  yet  to 
be  picked  by  Congress. 

The  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  is  expected  to  make  a final  decision 
on  the  plan  in  2001.  Utah  officials  have  agreed  to  fund  a lawsuit  by 
tribal  members  opposed  to  the  plan. 

Sue  Martin,  a spokeswoman  for  the  group  of  eight  utilities,  said  the  new 
law  is  unnecessary  because  the  consortium  already  believed  it  would  be 
liable  if  an  accident  occurred. 

The  utilities  involved  are  Southern  California  Edison,  GPU  Nuclear 
Corporation,  Northern  States  Power,  Consolidated  Edison  of  New  York, 
Illinois  Power,  Indiana  Michigan  Power,  Southern  Nuclear  Operating  Company 
and  Genoatech. 

"RE;  RCMP  Murder  Inquiry  Resumes"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Mar  1999  10:48:26  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : RCMP  murder  inquiry  resumes 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESERVE  SHOOTING  INQUIRY  RESUMES 
CBC  News,  WebPosted  Tue  Mar  23  12:49:48  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

TSUU  T'INA  RESERVE,  ALBERTA  - An  inquiry  into  the  RCMP  shooting  of  a 
mother  and  her  son  on  an  Alberta  reserve  is  hearing  today  from  the  victim's 
brother-in-law. 

One  year  ago  Connie  Jacobs  and  her  nine-year-old  son  Ty  were  shot  and 
killed  by  an  RCMP  officer.  It  happened  at  their  home  on  the  Tsuu  T'ina 
reserve,  west  of  Calgary.  Social  workers  had  tried  to  remove  six  children 
from  the  home  after  a domestic  dispute.  Jacobs  waved  a rifle  at  them,  and 


witnesses  say  she  fined  at  RCMP  Const.  Dave  Voller,  who  fired  back,  hitting 
Jacobs  and  her  son. 

Harry  iacobs  told  the  inquiry  today  that  he  and  iacobs'  husband  Hardy 
found  the  gun  Connie  iacobs  was  holding  on  the  reserve.  He  said  Hardy  hid 
it  in  his  basement  and  told  Harry  not  to  tell  Connie  or  the  children  where 
the  gun  was. 

iacobs  said  the  gun  was  hidden  behind  a blanket  on  an  electrical  panel, 
about  eight  feet  from  the  floor.  He  said  anyone  six  feet  tall  could  reach 
it  with  their  feet  on  their  floor. 

The  provincial  inquiry  began  seven  weeks  ago  and  is  headed  by  aboriginal 
judge  Thomas  Goodson.  The  underlying  questions  include  whether  racism 
played  a role  in  the  shooting,  why  it  took  the  RCMP  emergency  team  nearly 
four  hours  to  get  in  the  house  and  if  police  tampered  with  evidence. 

A private  memorial  service  was  held  on  the  reserve  yesterday  to  mark  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  shooting. 


"In  the  last  20  years  in  Canada,  more  than  half  of  all  the  people  who  have 
died  violently  at  the  hands  of  the  RCMP  officers  have  been  aboriginal."  -- 
Canadian  Press,  February  1,  1999:  'Inquiry  into  RCMP'  by  Carol  Harrington 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : UN  Asks  About  Dudley  George's  Murder"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Mar  1999  02:45:32  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : UN  asks  about  Dudley  George's  murder 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Ottawa  Citizen 
Sat  27  March  1999 
Page  2 

(with  my  comments  [-]  of  course) 

UN  queries  Canada  about  Dudley  George  case 

UNITED  NATIONS  - The  1995  killing  of  [unarmed]  Ontario  native  protestor 
came  up  yesterday  when  a United  Nations  committee  asked  Canada  how  it's 
living  up  to  the  terms  of  an  international  covenant  on  political  and 
civil  rights. 

The  United  Nations'  Human  Rights  Committee  asked  Canada  whether  an  inquiry 
has  been  held  into  the  incident,  in  which  a police  officer  shot  Mr. 

George. 

[Dudley  was  unarmed,  & not  fleeing  or  threatening  any  life  when  he  was 
gunned  down.  Shot  in  the  back.  With  no  warning.  The  murdering 
pig-with-a-badge  got  2 yrs  of  community  service  & a conditional  discharge 
after  being  found  guilty  of  "Negligence  Causing  Death".  He's  still  "on 
duty".  Dudley's  family  is  suing  the  Ontario  govt,  the  Ont  Premier  & his 
henchmen  (Attorney-Gen  & Solicitor-Gen)  for  giving  the  Ontario  police 
paramilitary  squad  the  orders  to  attack  the  unarmed  protestors.] 

The  question  about  Mr.  George  gave  a boost  to  Canadian  petitioners 
[thousands]  seeking  a public  inquiry  into  his  death  [murder].  He  died  [was 
murdered]  during  a clash  with  Ontario  Provincial  Police  [during  an 
unwarranted  attack  by  trigger-happy  goons  in  uniform]  at  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park  on  September  6,  1995. 

end  

The  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  still  refuses  to  call  an  inquiry,  even 
though  all  legal  opinions  say  she  can  do  so.  If  you  want  the  truth  to  come 
out,  let  her  know  how  you  feel 


The  Honourable  jane  Stewart 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs 
stewart j@inac . gc . ca 

or  better  yet,  fax  her  through  "Fax-a-Fed" 

http://www.net-efx.com/faxfeds/ 

masi : cho . . 

jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Racism  and  Canada's  National  Sport"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  20:47:58  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Racism  & Canada's  national  sport 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
TEAM  BUS  LITTERED  WITH  RACIST  PAMPHLETS 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  March  19,  1999  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Winnipeg  - An  act  of  racism  against  an  aboriginal  hockey  team  and  its  fans 
is  the  latest  of  many  that  have  stained  the  sport,  native  leaders  charged 
Thursday.  "It's  not  the  first  incident,"  Rod  Bushie,  grand  chief  of  the 
Assembly  of  Manitoba  Chiefs,  said  during  a news  conference  in  Winnipeg. 

"It's  happening  right  across  this  province."  On  Monday  night,  visiting 
aboriginal  spectators  and  players  discovered  racist  pamphlets  on  their  bus 
seats  following  a Manitoba  Dunior  Hockey  League  game  in  the  northwestern 
town  of  Dauphin. 

The  OCN  BlDauphin  Kings  in  a playoff  game.  The  unsigned  flyers  suggested 
First  Nations  people  love  welfare  and  hate  white  people.  Bushie  said  there 
have  been  other  incidents,  including  racist  remarks  by  fans  and  parents  of 
opposing  white  teams.  Two  weeks  ago  at  a bantam  hockey  game  in  Dauphin 
involving  a team  from  Waywayseecappo  First  Nation,  Dauphin  fans  brought 
drums  to  the  game  to  taunt  the  native  players,  Bushie  said.  RCMP  are 
investigating  the  latest  incident.  Bushie  wants  Manitoba  Hockey  and  the 
M1HL  to  investigate  acts  of  racism. 


Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE;  Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Mar  1999  13:04:30  -0500 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

Sub j : Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  11  Mar  1999  08:23:19  PST 
From:  "Star  Light"  <matsuin@hotmail . com> 

The  Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism  wishes  to  extend  our  sincerest 
sympathy  and  support  to  the  families  and  friends  of  Ingrid  Washinawatok, 
Lahe'ena  Gay,  and  Terence  Feitas.  May  you  find  strength  in  these  times 
of  grief  and  loss.  May  you  find  comfort  from  the  many  people  who  loved 
these  people.  May  you  find  courage  from  those  of  us  who  grieve  with  you 
and  make  a stand  to  demand  answers  and  seek  justice  in  this  case. 

The  Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism  is  a group  of  people  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  ethic  and  cultural  backgrounds.  We  stand  up  against 


racism,  discrimination,  and  injustice  within  Saskatchewan  and  the  world. 

The  Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism  wishes  to  join  with  the 
Menominee  Nation,  other  Indigenous  Nations  and  groups,  and  all  humanity 
to  demand  a full  investigation  into  these  untimely  deaths  and 
prosecution  of  those  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  Ingrid,  Lahe'ena,  and 
Terence.  Furthermore,  we  demand  an  investigation  into  how  the  actions 
of  the  US  State  Department  contributed  to  this  incident.  Finally,  we 
demand  that  all  financial  support  to  the  Colombian  military 
internationally  be  withdrawn  until  the  true  facts  surrounding  these 
deaths  are  revealed. 

The  Saskatchewan  Coalition  understands  that  these  deaths  are  not 
isolated  incidents  and  are  only  part  and  parcel  to  thousands  of 
Indigenous  and  human  deaths  throughout  the  world.  We  understand  that 
collectively  we  must  take  a stand  to  protect  all  humanity  and  Mother 
Earth.  Without  this  stand  nothing  will  change. 

The  deaths  of  Ingrid,  Lahe'ena,  and  Terence  will  not  be  forgotten.  We 
will  honour  them  by  carrying  on  their  deeds  and  ensuring  that  there  will 
be  justice  everywhere. 

Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism  Board  of  Directors 


League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Flemisphere 

E-mail:  lisn2000@lisn.net 

LISN  Web  Site  | http://www.lisn.net 

"RE : Fighting  Racism"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Mar  1999  11:51:13  -0600 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : FWD.  from  Arthur  Miller:  Fighting  Racism: 

Please  post  widely 

From:  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
TACOMA  OFFICE 
P.0.  BOX  5464 
TACOMA,  WA  98514-0464 
e-mail;  bayou@blarg.net 

SECOND  ANNUAL 

WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM 
MARCH  AND  RALLY  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH 
LEONARD  PELTIER  AND  MUMIA  ABU- 1AMAL 
AND  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  NATIVE  PRISONER'S  RIGHTS 

MAY  8,  1999,  OLYMPIA,  WA 
12:00  NOON,  MARCH  STARTING  POINT  SYLVESTER  PARK 
(CORNER  OF  LEGION  & CAPITAL) 

1:00  P.M.  RALLY,  WASHINGTON  STATE  CAPITAL 

This  years  WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM  will  be 
focusing  on  the  long  struggles  of  political  prisoners  Mumia  Abu-lamal 
and  Leonard  Peltier.  These  two  cases  have  come  to  represent  the  worst 
in  the  institutionalized  racism  in  the  U.S.  so-called  justice  system.  Also, 
these  two  cases  represent  just  how  far  the  justice  system  we  go  to 
frame  those  that  speak  out  against  injustice.  There  is  a great  bond  of 
solidarity  between  Mumia  Abu-lamal  and  Leonard  Peltier,  for  they  both 
know  the  great  importance  their  solidarity  means  to  all  political  prisoners 
and  the  fight  against  racism  and  injustice  in  this  land. 

We  are  also  focusing  on  the  struggle  of  Native  Prisoners  to  regain  their 
religious  rights  in  Washington  State  prisons.  There  has  been  a new 
wave  of  denial  of  these  rights  that  few  people  seem  to  know  about.  In 
focusing  on  this  issue  we  do  also  acknowledge  the  struggles  of  other 
prisoners  as  the  prison  system  is  becoming  more  oppressive  and 
reactionary  everyday. 

We  ask  for  your  help  in  publicizing  this  years  WASHINGTON 
GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM.  Please  forward  this  message  and  our 


updates  to  all  those  that  you  can.  Please  talk  among  you  groups  and 
organizations  about  organizing  people  to  attend  this  event.  For  those 
who  wish  to  distribute  flyers  and  posters  please  contact  the  NWLPSN- 
Tacoma  Office. 

How  far  we  are  able  to  get  the  word  out  about  this  event  depends  on 
how  much  money  we  are  able  to  raise.  The  NWLPSN  is  a grassroots 
network  with  no  outside  funding.  Please  send  donations,  if  you  can,  to: 
NWLPSN-Olympia  Office,  5201  Capitol  Blvd,  Suite  119,  Olympia,  WA 
98501. 

MUMIA  ABU  HAMAL's  Message  of  support  for  Leonard  Peltier 
Ona  Move! 

We,  all  of  us,  give  solid  thanks  to  Leonard  Peltier  and  his  numerous 
supporters  worldwide,  for  the  principled  assistance  in  France  recently.  I 
deeply  appreciate  it  - we  ALL  do. 

Many  years  ago,  when  I was  doing  radio  commentary  for  several 
Philadelphia  college  stations,  I frequently  received  taped  reports  from 
communications  people  from  AIM  (American  Indian  Movement  ),  and 
promptly  reported  such  information  to  my  audience.  What  I learned  was 
that  the  U.S.  government  was  waging  a vicious  and  unrelenting  war 
against  native  people.  In  (It)  was  a phase  in  that  war  that  an  innocent 
Lakota  activist,  Leonard  Peltier  was  dogged  by  this  government,  and 
framed  for  murder. 

For  almost  a quarter  of  a century,  this  kind  and  gentle  warrior,  this 
artist,  this  son  of  his  people,  has  withstood  the  brutal  assaults  of  the 
U.S.  government,  against  its  own  "law,"  its  own  constitution,  its  own 
precedent . 

On  February  6,  1999  the  calendar  will  strike  23  long  and  lonely  years 
in  U.S.  gulags  for  Leonard  Peltier.  Twenty-three  years  since  an  overtly 
illegal  extradition  from  Canada  to  the  U.S.  Twenty-three  years  in  a 
Yankee  Iron  Cage  for  the  "crime"  of  resisting  American  repression. 

As  we  enter  a new  century,  it  is  past  time  for  us  to  correct  this  vile 
injustice  against  Leonard  Peltier.  Let  a new  century  begin  with  an  act  of 
justice  for  the  Oglala  people. 

Free  Leonard  Peltier! 

Free  the  MOVE  9!  Long  Live  John  Africa! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Nat  Turner 
And  Crazy  Horse! 

Ona  Move! 

Mumia 


LEONARD  PELTIER'S  STATEMENT  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH 

MUMIA  ABU- 3AMAL 

Greetings  friends,  supporters  and  Mumia, 

I know  that  this  must  be  a sad  and  frustrating  time  for  you  as  the 
negative  defeats  that  we  have  received  in  my  case  have  been  to  us.  I 
know  it  is  easy  for  me  and  others  to  tell  you  to  not  give  up  the  fight.  I 
personally  understand  and  know  the  feeling  many  times  through  this 
twenty-three  years  of  wanting  to  say  the  hell  with  it  and  give  up-- 
believing  that  there  is  no  way  to  defeat  this  evil  empire.  Sometimes  it 
just  seems  hopeless. 

When  this  happens  I am  always  reminded  by  my  courageous 
supporters,  like  those  of  you  who  are  here  today,  that  to  accept  defeat 
is  not  a warrior's  way. 

As  long  as  the  people  have  not  accepted  defeat,  neither  will  we.  So  I 
would  like  to  encourage  you  to  stay  strong  and  continue  the  fight  until 
Mumia  is  victorious. 

It  is  an  outrage  that  the  courts  continue  to  ignore  blatant  evidence  and 
continue  to  play  legal  games  with  our  lives.  This  insanity  is  a huge 
insult,  not  only  to  those  of  us  who  remain  unjustly  imprisoned,  but  to  all 
of  you  who  dedicate  your  lives  to  our  freedom  and  are  ignored  by  the 
corporate  owned  justice  system  and  media. 

I want  to  encourage  supporters  to  intensify  the  struggle  for  Mumia ' s 


life. 

I know  you  can  stop  this  execution  because  no  matter  how  evil  a 
government  may  be  they  still  cannot  defeat  the  power  of  the  people. 

Your  work  and  help  is  needed  more  than  ever.  We  must  now  live  and 
breathe  Mumia's  case  twenty-four  hours  a day. 

If  we  are  able  in  unity  to  stop  the  execution  of  Mumia  Abu-3amal,  we 
are  not  only  saving  the  life  of  the  man  who  speaks  for  those  who  are  not 
often  heard  and  who's  stories  are  rarely  told,  but  you  are  saving  all  of  us 
who  remain  unjustly  behind  bars  from  the  depths  of  hopelessness. 

FREE  MUMIA  ABU-1AMAL! 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse 
Leonard  Peltier 


END  THE  TORTURE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

The  federal  Bureau  Of  Prisons  continues  to  deny  Leonard  Peltier  the 
medical  treatment  that  has  been  offered  to  him  by  the  Mayo  Clinic  that 
would  end  his  continuous,  excruciating  pain.  They  do  this  even  though 
the  doctors  at  the  federal  Springfield  Medical  Prison  facility  have  stated 
that  there  is  nothing  they  can  do  for  Leonard.  This  denial  of  the  medical 
treatment  that  Leonard  needs  is  nothing  short  of  politically  motivated 
torture!  Please  send  e-mail  messages  to:  Ms.  Kathlenn  Hawk  Sawyer, 
Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons,  at:  swolfson@bop.gov  and 
khawk@bop.gov. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  28  Mar  99  0609:00  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Haddox,  Tommie  Eugene 
#267-639 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/18/70 

Hall,  Eric  Wildcat 
BL  #5355  /DA 
10745,  Route  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Arapaho 

Henderson,  Phillip 

Wayne 

#D-36152 

PO  Box  4000 

Vacaville,  CA  95646-4000 
Ancestry:  Seneca  (Iroquois) 

Horner,  Paul  Franklin 

#240-070 

PO  Box  511 


Harden,  Todd  Patrick 
#247-889 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/25/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hollek,  lay  E.O. 
#5319-A-Z-205, 

P.O.  Box  1050, 

Salinas  Valley  State 
Prison, 

Soledad,  CA,  93960-1050 

Hundley,  Gary  Wayne 
#260-427 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/18/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hardway,  Richard 


Madison,  OH 

Date  of  Birth:  7/7/67 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hunt,  Henry  Lee 
#0197656 

1300  Western  Blvd 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 

Hicks,  Harold  D.  E.F. 
368485-01-83, 

Calhoun  Com.  Institute 
P.O.  Box  249, 

Morgan,  GA  31766 

Holbrook,  George 
#267-889 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  4/1/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


#252-252 
PO  Box  1812 
WY-C-80 

Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  5/22/67 

Hines,  Steven  Allen 
#295-895 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/25/67 
Ancestry:  Wyandotte 

Hollek,  Gerald  Frank 
#E05319-A-2-203 
PO  Box  1050 

Soledad,  CA  93960-1050 
Date  of  Birth:  6/3/54 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  Tell  Me  Grandma... 


Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  04:14:25  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : tell  me  grandma... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I remember  when  I was  young  I would  go  out  with  my  grandmother,  her 
name  was  Ada,  but  to  me  she  was  always  grandma...  she  used  to  take  the 
sheep  out  of  the  corral  and  count  them  out  as  they  walked  out,  she  knew 
them  all.  The  goats  were  smart  she  didn't  worry  about  them,  they  would 
walk  around  and  then  find  their  way  back.  Sheep  were  not  so  smart  and 
so  we  had  to  follow  them  and  make  them  go  this  way  and  that  way,  they 
move  slow  those  sheep,  so  you  have  to  get  behind  them  and  carry  a tin 
can  filled  with  noisy  rocks  attached  to  the  end  of  wire  so  you  could 
spin  it  over  your  head  and  throw  and  the  sheep  would  move  the  way  you 
wanted  them  to. 

We  would  walk  through  sagebrush  and  the  path  was  well  worn  from  her 

many  years  of  going  this  way.  We  took  the  long  way  and  walked  very 

slowly  up  and  down  the  red  sandstone  hills  and  washes.  I used  to  walk 
from  cedar  tree  to  cedar  tree  to  get  a little  shade.  My  grandma  her 
hair  white  and  bent  with  age  would  walk  with  a walking  stick  and  would 

tell  at  me  go  get  that  sheep  who  was  wandering  off  and  I would  run  over 

to  the  sheep  and  bring  him  back  to  the  pack. . . 

We  left  early  in  the  morning  and  would  walk  till  midday.  We  would  end 
up  at  a spring  a couple  two  or  three  miles  from  the  house  and  would 
take  a break.  My  grandpa  had  fixed  a pipe  in  the  ground  and  a dipper 
would  hang  on  the  tree  above  a small  pool  of  water  and  the  sheep  would 
stand  there  and  drink  it.  My  grandma  had  a place  she  always  sat  and  we 


would  eat  biscuits,  jam  and  water.  I used  to  look  at  her,  she  was 
wrinkled  but  they  looked  like  laughing  lines,  a happy  worn  face.  I 
thought  I would  like  to  look  like  that  if  I were  old,  but  not  really,  I 
was  still  too  young. 

She  had  an  easy  manner  about  her  and  would  say  don't  look  at  me,  you 
will  wear  me  out.  Sonny  and  then  she  would  smile  and  laugh.  We  used  to 
go  out  and  she  would  wear  those  long  traditional  dresses  that  went  down 
to  the  ground  and  on  occasion  I could  see  her  tennis  shoes.  She  told  be 
about  all  her  children,  the  ones  and  I knew  and  the  one  that  did  not 
make  it  through  child  hood.  She  pointed  out  a place  where  my  father  had 
put  a cradle  board  in  a tree,  for  my  name  sake,  because  I was  named  for 
one  baby  who  did  not  make  it,  so  I took  his  place  she  said.  She  said 
times  in  the  old  days  were  hard  and  there  was  no  medicine  and  doctors 
like  now  and  that  was  the  way  it  was. 

I remember  one  time  I asked  where  do  we  go  from  here,  she  pointed  to 
the  way  we  had  come  and  said  we  will  take  the  other  way  back  but  we 
will  get  back  home  at  the  same  time.  I said  no,  not  that,  I mean  what 
happens  when  we  don't  live  anymore,  she  looked  at  me  and  said,  we  stay 
here,  this  is  our  place.  If  you  live  right  you  will  feel  good  and  get 
to  see  all  your  friends  and  family  you  knew  that  have  gone  on.  I looked 
into  her  eyes,  they  were  old  and  she  knew  what  she  was  saying,  she  said 
someday  I will  be  gone  to  and  you  will  remember  herding  sheep  with 
me...  right  now  you  are  tired  of  it,  but  sometimes  you  get  to  just  sit 
and  look  at  everything  that  is  here,  she  motioned  to  the  sky  and  said 
Sonny  look  up  there  you  can  see  the  clouds,  they  move  slowly  in  the 
sky.  I sat  there  and  watched  them  and  they  did  move  ever  so  slowly.  She 
said  take  the  time  to  look  at  them  and  what  is  going  on  around  you,  you 
have  to  remember  to  do  right  each  day,  the  clouds  they  are  there  for  us 
to  travel  on  in  the  next  life.... 

She  took  here  apron  she  had  on  and  put  in  the  water  and  called  me  to 
her  and  she  washed  my  face  and  touched  my  cheek.... she  reached  into  her 
dress  and  pulled  out  a small  buckskin  pouch  tied  at  the  top,  she  undid 
the  tie  and  inside  it  was  all  lined  with  yellow  fine  powder  and  she 
took  a pinch  of  it  in  her  fingers.  I stood  up  in  front  of  her  and  she 
told  me  this  was  the  blessing  of  the  earth,  corn  pollen  and  she  blessed 
me  by  putting  it  on  my  head  and  in  my  mouth  and  putting  some  in  the 
wind  and  she  said  this  is  for  you  to  remember  me  and  this  place 

On  the  way  home  I went  to  find  a lost  lamb  that  went  into  a ravine  and 
the  thought  of  my  grandma  dying  came  to  me  and  I started  to  cry  and  I 
sat  on  a rock  and  cried  my  eyes  out  thinking  about  her  being  gone.  She 
found  me  and  scolded  me  for  letting  the  sheep  get  lost,  but  she  held  me 
close  which  is  unusual  because  my  people  are  not  outwardly  affectionate 
and  she  said  silly  boy,  go  find  the  sheep.  I went  and  found  it  and  we 
went  back  home. 

Later  that  evening  as  I sat  by  the  kerosene  lamp,  I watched  my 
grandparents  and  how  they  talked  to  one  another  and  fixed  in  my  mind 
for  a memory... of  them  together.  Later  in  life  she  would  say  she  saw 
other  members  of  her  family  in  the  trees  not  far  off  and  my  father 
would  look  and  could  not  find  them.  When  she  passed  away  I went  into 
the  hills  and  cried  and  sometimes  that  is  what  you  have  to  do  to  get  it 
out  because  nothing  else  is  left  to  be  done....  I did  that  and  now  I 
think  about  the  good  times  and  remember  her  gift  of  tah  dah  deen-  corn 
pollen  and  hope  that  I can  do  the  same  for  my  children  and  sometimes  to 
a child  who  comes  to  our  home  who  needs  to  hear  a good  word  or  two.  I 
remember  the  good  times  and  know  that  someday  I will  see  them,  as  long 
as  I walk  straight  and  believe  that  is  how  it  will  be  for  everyone 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Mar  1999  22:31:29  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  100 


Mailing  List: 


NAT- FILM  <NAT- FI LM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 


newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XIV.  FRIDAY,  March  24,  1899  NUMBER  22 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  "HELPER. 


WELCOME,  little  HELPER. 

Cheery,  brave  and  bright! 
Ready  for  the  conflict 
Always  for  the  right. 

Sometimes  with  approving. 
Sometimes  with  rebuke; 
Sometimes  with  a silence 
And  an  upward  look. 

In  the  grand  uprising 
Manhood  makes  for  man. 
Onward,  upward  ever. 
Foremost  in  the  van. 

C.F.  0.,  Mass. 


A WORTHY  SPEECH  BY  A CARLISLE  GRADUATE. 


At  a Farmers'  Institute,  held  at  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  last  month,  Dosiah 
Powless,  class  '91,  delivered  an  address  which  in  the  words  of  an 
educated  listener,  "greatly  surprised  and  delighted  the  visiting 
gentlemen,  and  was  listened  to  with  interest  by  all." 

losiah  said  in  part: 

The  Indians  need  to  learn  practical  ways  of  manual  work.  There  is  art 
in  farming;  there  is  art  in  ploughing  a deep  straight  furrow.  There  is 
art  in  raising  big  potatoes.  There  is  art  in  every  line  of  work. 

The  Government  has  allotted  land  for  each  individual  member  of  the 
tribe,  which  is  a starting  point  for  industrial  training,  if  the  Indian 
will  look  at  the  subject  in  the  right  light. 

We  have  passed  beyond  savagery  and  barbarism  on  our  road  to  the  height 
of  civilization. 

Industrial  activity  should  go  hand  in  hand  in  the  progress  toward  that 
point . 

We  see  the  neat  and  tidy  ways  in  which  our  pale  faced  neighbors 
arrange  their  farms  and  how  they  accumulate  property. 

One  may  ask  where  is  the  source  of  all  this? 

It  comes  simply  through  economy  and  industrial  training,  backed  by 
ambition . 

The  Indian  is  physically  able  to  work.  All  he  needs  is  to  train  his 
head,  his  hand  and  his  eyes  to  the  beauty  and  profitableness  of 
industrial  art. 

We  must  understand  that  industrial  work  of  whatever  nature  is 
honorable  and  respectable.  The  Indian  has  not  learned  to  respect  work 
in  its  fullest  sense,  but  one  consoling  thought  occurs  to  me.  There  is 
a growing  tendency  on  our  part  to  become  better  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

The  time  is  not  far  off  when  even  this  generation  shall  compete  with 
the  white  men  and  add  their  support  to  the  great  industries  of  America, 
when  the  Red  Man  shall  have  a voice  in  the  local  and  national 
government,  and  proclaim  his  right  as  a full  citizen,  and  not  be 
regarded  as  the  "poor  ignorant  Indian." 

So  now  is  the  time  to  muster  in  the  industrial  army  and  prepare  to 
join  the  advancing  charge  of  American  developments. 


The  times  are  favorable,  and  it  requires  of  us  vim  and  ambition. 


THE  SHORT  CUT  THE  BEST. 


Major  Pratt's  talk  before  the  student  body  on  Saturday  evening  in 
Assembly  Hall  was  one  of  his  strongest,  and  calculated  to  arouse  all  the 
ambition  and  pride  that  a person  could  have  in  well-doing. 

A man  or  boy  or  woman  or  girl  has  it  in  his  or  her  power  to  reach  a 
certain  point  of  usefulness,  but  to  take  the  longest  and  most 
round-about  way  imperils  the  chances  of  ever  getting  there. 

An  army  experience  was  related,  and  a beautiful  word  picture  drawn  of 
a camp  in  Virginia  on  a hill-top.  There  was  a steep  and  rugged  path 
which  led  straight  up  to  camp,  but  the  smooth  road  was  four  or  five 
times  as  far  by  a round-about  way. 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price--  10  cents  per  year 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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A letter  from  Miss  Fisher  speaks  cheerfully  of  her  work  at  Genoa, 
Nebraska . 


L.  M.  D.,  a Newtown  subscriber  says:  "I  am  always  eager  for  the 
Saturday  evening's  mail  as  it  brings  me  the  spicy  little  letter  from 
Carlisle . " 


We  hear  that  Mitchell  Barada,  '98,  who  is  taking  a Commercial  course 
at  Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  likes  the  school  and  is  doing 
well . 


Elizabeth  Greeley  Trepania  who  lives  in  Manaekagon,  Wisconsin,  since 
her  marriage,  sends  for  a class  picture  and  renews  her  subscription. 
The  friends  of  returned  students  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  them. 


We  see  by  the  Haskell  leader  that  in  an  oratorical  contest  between 
classes  from  the  normal,  commercial  and  training  departments  Elija  Brown 
won  first  prize.  We  also  see  that  their  new  chapel  was  dedicated  with 
impressive  ceremonies. 


Mrs.  Louisa  Seger,  of  Walnut,  Illinois,  mother  of  Superintendent  Seger 
of  the  Colony  Oklahoma  Indian  School,  keeps  up  her  interest  in  the 
Indians  and  in  Carlisle,  although  she  is  82  years  of  age.  She  renewed 
her  subscription  this  week. 


Henry  Redkettle,  '97,  who  is  clerking  in  a store  at  Kyle,  South 
Dakota,  says  he  has  found  out  by  experience  that  his  six  years  at 
Carlisle  helped  him  in  every  way.  "And  be  assured,  " he  says,  "that  I 
will  always  try  my  level  best  to  set  a good  example  before  my  people. 


We  are  greatly  pained  to  hear  of  the  death  of  William  Pollock,  Haskell 
graduate,  who  made  for  himself  such  a good  record  in  the  recent  war. 
After  passing  through  perils  at  the  front,  as  one  of  Colonel  Roosevelt's 
Rough  Riders,  to  come  home  and  be  taken  with  Pneumonia  and  die,  is  a 
fate  deplored  by  all.  The  deceased  was  a Pawnee  Indian,  and  we  have 
ever  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a young  man  of  excellent  character. 


A letter  from  Mr.  Campbell,  himself  states  that  it  is  a fact  hat  he 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Chemawa  Oregon  School  from  Warm  Spring, 
Oregon.  He  will  be  assistant  Superintendent  and  clerk,  and  says:  "By 
the  time  this  reaches  you  we  will  be  at  Chemawa  in  pleasant 
surroundings . It  will  seem  like  old  times  to  work  in  harness  with  Mr. 
Potter.  Mr.  Potter  has  one  of  the  best  schools  of  its  kind  in  the 
service,  which  is  exerting  an  influence  on  the  Pacific  Coast  equal  to 
that  of  Carlisle  in  the  East.  This  transfer  will  solve  the  problem  of 
our  own  children's  education,  placing  them  in  a line  of  opportunities 
that  they  would  not  have  enjoyed  at  Carlisle."  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Campbell  was  for  many  years  disciplinarian  at  our  school. 


Mrs.  L.A.  Winney,  Tiff  City,  Missouri,  wishes  to  thank  an  unknown 
somebody  for  sending  her  that  HELPER.  She  says  she  always  reads  it 
before  other  papers  and  it  comes  to  her  like  a very  interesting  letter, 
which  one  does  not  like  to  stop  until  read  through.  She  hopes  there  is 
not  a pupil  here  who  is  not  anxious  to  make  the  best  of  his  or  her 
privileges  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  changes  that  they  must  sooner  or 
later  pass  through  in  the  tribal  and  Governmental  relations.  Of  a boy 
who  recently  returned  she  says  "I  think  he  will  be  sorry  sometimes  when 
he  realizes  what  he  has  lost,  but  it  was  home  encouragement  that 
compelled  the  return." 


The  baseballers  and  relay  runners  are  hard  at  work  striving  to  gain 
practice  and  endurance.  Says  one  of  the  boys:  "All  are  looking  to  the 
races  with  open  eager  eyes,  and  anxiety  is  felt  of  the  great  exchange  on 
"pies."  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  cannot  quite  understand  the  couplet 
as  only  three  of  the  printers  are  engaged  in  practicing,  and  of  course 
only  printers  know  what  good  pi  is. 


The  boys  and  girls  in  country  homes  exert  an  influence  of  which  they 
may  not  be  aware.  A recent  letter  from  Philadelphia  says  this:  "While 
talking  to  one  of  your  out  students  I found  how  deeply  many  of  the 
Indian  appreciate  the  privileges,  and  we  cannot  but  know  the  good  that 
must  in  time  result  from  such  an  institution." 


Robert  Americanhorse,  who  was  of  the  very  first  party  of  Sioux  pupils 
twenty  years  ago,  writes  that  he  is  still  alive  and  "I  always  remember 
Carlisle,  too."  Robert  has  been  one  of  the  staunch  young  men  of  the 
church  and  of  his  tribe  since  his  return  and  an  example  for  good. 


Schools  and  printing  presses  are  rapidly  doing  away  with  the  necessity 
of  that  word  INDIAN  and  so  are  rapidly  bringing  us  to  the  one  common 
platform  - on  which  all  ought  to  stand  - Americans.  When  we  reach  that 
point  how  many  of  our  "problem"  will  be  solved!  -[Reformatory  Record. 


luanita  Bibancas'  friends  at  Carlisle  will  be  glad  to  learn  through  a 
letter  from  her,  now  at  her  Hoopa  Valley,  California,  home  that  she  is 
still  interested  in  us  and  wants  her  HELPER  subscription  renewed.  Her 
letter  was  purely  business,  but  even  that  is  better  than  no  letter. 
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Oil  your  wheel. 

The  trees  are  being  trimmed. 

Spring  has  begun  in  earnest. 

The  storm  door  cometh  down. 

Keep  off  the  grass  signs  are  evident. 

J . W . cannot  run  because  he  is  a wheel-lock. 

Mr.  Thompson's  house  is  undergoing  repairs. 

The  parade  is  getting  its  first  all-over  touch  of  green. 

Dick  Pratt  came  over  from  Steelton  to  spend  Sunday. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  is  visiting  friends  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 

A cold  wave  is  upon  us.  What  will  the  robins  do  now,  poor  things/ 

The  first  large  party  will  "strike  out"  of  country  homes  in  a few 
days . 

The  song  of  the  robin  is  common,  and  the  cyclone  cloud  heaveth  in 
sight. 

Yes  he  is  VERY  neat  in  his  dress,  but  DID  you  ever  look  at  his  finger 
nails? 

The  large  tree  in  front  of  the  hospital  Johnson  Adams,  '96,  is  still 
among  the  living,  for  he  has  ordered  a Commencement  Red  Man. 

On  Monday,  Miss  Shaffner  was  sent  to  New  Jersey  on  school  business, 
returning  Wednesday. 

Abram  Isaac  did  a nice  piece  of  cabinet  work  on  a case  of  the  printing 
office,  this  week. 

The  brilliant  red  boxes  that  have  been  place  don  our  cisterns  add 
picturesqueness  to  the  campus. 

The  morning  talks  before  the  student  body  at  breakfast  these  mornings 
are  forceful  and  thought  stirring. 

Bobby  --"Popper,  what  is  a hostile  Indian?" 

Mr.  Ferry  --  "One  with  some  good,  stable  land."  -Cincinnati  Inquirer. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  gone  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  in  the  interests  of 
athletics,  and  will  get  some  track  points  while  away. 

Tonight,  Miss  Cutter  and  Miss  Hill  attend  the  Invincible  society;  Miss 
Cochran  and  Miss  Ericson  the  Standards;  Miss  Forster  and  Mrs.  Cook  the 
Susans . 

General  Eaton,  Commissioner  of  Education  in  Porto  Rico,  has  sent  to 
Carlisle  for  Sloyd  points,  and  wants  to  know  if  we  can  take  a party  of 
Porto  Ricans. 

The  Commencement  Number  of  the  Red  Man  has  been  unavoidably  delayed. 

To  the  many  who  have  written  asking  why  they  have  not  received  the  paper 
we  will  say  it  is  now  mailing. 

We  have  an  order  for  three  copies  of  Commencement  Red  Man  to  be  sent 
to  Malcolm  B.  Sterrett,  295,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  We  shall  be  glad  to 
forward  the  copies  if  we  can  find  out  where. 

All  who  knew  Karkee,  the  dog  that  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  brought  from 
Bermuda,  will  regret  to  learn  of  his  death.  He  had  been  ailing  for 
several  days.  Karkee  was  one  of  the  most  intelligent  dogs  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  ever  saw. 

Preparing  for  the  country  is  going  on  in  systematic  shape  in  all  the 
quarters . 

The  ice-storm  last  winter  did  more  damage  to  our  trees  than  anything 
that  has  happened  for  many  years.  The  loose  limbs  that  have  had  to  be 
taken  out  are  many. 

The  Juniors  have  elected  Edwin  Moore  as  their  class  president;  Edwin 
Smith,  Vice-president;  Simon  Palmer,  secretary;  Louis  Trombla, 
treasurer;  Edgar  Rickard,  reporter;  and  Myron  M.  Moses,  critic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCrae  of  Newville,  came  to  the  station  to  see  the  Band 
as  it  passed  through  last  Friday  on  its  way  to  Chambersburg.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  Mrs.  McCrae  was  Miss  Wiest  when  with  us  as  a teacher. 

On  last  Friday  evening  Mrs.  Senseny  of  Chambersburg  entertained 
Director  Wheelock  and  a number  of  his  band  boys  with  a feast  of  dainties 
and  a flow  of  cordiality.  Her  daughter.  Miss  Senseney  and  Miss  Burgess 
were  of  the  party,  all  of  whom  greatly  appreciated  the  special 
attention . 

That  was  a handsome  and  unique  gift  bestowed  upon  Miss  Ely  by  Mr. 
Norman  this  week.  A horse-shoe  ink-stand  rest  with  show  and  base 


covered  with  crushed  quartz  secured  by  the  giver  over  thirty  years  ago, 
from  seven  of  the  great  mines  in  Arizona.  Mr.  Norman  belonged  to  the 
Army  then  and  was  stationed  in  Arizona. 

Annie  Goyitney,  Augusta  Nash,  Susie  Baker,  Margaret  Scholder,  and  John 
Allen  take  the  places  as  pupil  teachers  of  the  five  graduates.  There 
are  ten  pupil  teachers  in  all,  and  all  are  enthusiastic  in  their  work. 

It  is  said  that  they  make  intelligent  use  of  teachers'  magazines,  which 
are  always  a source  of  help  to  them. 

The  dining  hall  walls  are  being  decorated  by  the  Pennsylvania,  Santa 
Fe  and  Great  Northern  Railroads,  with  handsomely  framed  photographs  of 
scenes  along  their  respective  lines  of  travel.  A conspicuous  picture  of 
the  Santa  Fe  Group  is  a view  of  the  old  Laguna  village,  in  New  Mexico. 
The  Pennsylvania  scenery  is  magnificent,  and  the  one  view  on  the  Great 
Northern  cannot  be  surpassed. 

Remember  that  when  you  are  counseled  to  remain  longer,  that  you  may 
get  more  education,  the  person  who  asks  such  a thing  sees  in  you  that 
which  is  WORTFI  something.  If  you  want  to  go  home  and  nobody  says  stay 
longer,  depend  upon  it  you  are  weak  in  the  upper  story  or  have  some 
bodily  ailment.  Consider  it  the  HIGHEST  compliment  when  the  authorities 
advise  you  to  remain  longer  and  never  falter  in  taking  the  advice.  The 
greatest  advise  in  all  the  world  commanded  those  who  would  LEARN,  to 
forsake  lands,  father  and  mother  and  EVERYTHING,  for  the  sake  of  a 
principle.  It  is  an  EDUCATION  now  that  we  are  after.  We  MUST  have 
knowledge  and  working  experience,  or  we  shall  always  be  poor,  weak  tools 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  know  more  than  we  do.  Let  us  be  willing  to 
leave  lands,  father  and  mother  and  everything  until  we  secure  what  we 
came  for.  That  does  not  mean  cease  to  love  father  and  mother.  It  means 
to  love  them  all  the  more,  and  make  ourself  stronger  and  better  able  to 
help  them  when  necessity  demands  it. 
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From  First  Page. 


Those  who  wanted  to  save  time  always  took  the  short  cut. 

At  first  it  was  hard  climbing,  but  by  keeping  at  it  after  a little 
while  it  became  easy. 

Those  who  took  the  short  cut  had  time  to  sit  down  and  read  and  rest 
while  the  others  were  still  travelling  around  the  long  road. 

A very  pertinent  lesson  was  drawn  from  this. 

The  Major  does  not  believe  that  there  is  a need  for  any  race  of  people 
taking  generations  of  time  to  reach  a desired  status  in  civilization  and 
usefulness . 

The  slow  way  the  the  long  way  around  is  always  the  easy  way,  but  that 
it  is  the  necessary  way  is  not  to  be  entertained  for  a moment. 

Carlisle  finds  herself  attacked  by  those  who  should  be  friendly.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  Indian  cannot  be  brought  into  usefulness  by  the 
Carlisle  short  cut. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  steamboat,  a great  Professor  told  a class 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a boat  large  enough  to  carry 
sufficient  coal  to  take  it  across  the  ocean,  and  while  he  was  talking  a 
boat  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  hove  in  sight. 

People  said  when  this  school  was  about  to  be  established  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  bring  the  Indians  to  civilization,  short  of  centuries. 
Carlisle  was  established,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  examples  of  the 
successfulness  of  the  plan.  Individual  cases  need  not  be  selected  to 
prove  that  the  Carlisle  way  has  been  entirely  sustained.  It  proves 
itself. 

Now  the  question  only  remains  whether  or  not  the  Indian  shall  take  the 
short  cut  to  civilization  and  usefulness,  or  shall  he  be  made  to  take 
the  long  way  round  - the  century  road. 

The  Major  believes  that  to  force  the  Indian  to  take  the  longer  way  is 
a crime. 

He  would  have  us  learn  the  great  difference  between  liberty  and 
slavery. 


Liberty  is  intelligence;  liberty  is  skilled  usefulness. 

Slavery  is  ignorance,  idleness,  uselessness. 

Slavery  is  dependence;  liberty  is  independence.  The  person  who  can 
take  care  of  himself,  has  liberty;  and  the  greatest  liberty  is  to  be 
found  in  the  highest  obedience  to  law. 

Then  Major  dwelt  upon  the  slavery  of  the  tobacco  habit,  and  said  that 
$600,000,000  were  paid  annually  for  tobacco,  which  was  four  or  five 
times  as  much  as  was  spent  for  education  in  the  United  States.  This 
vast  amount  would  empty  every  poor  house  and  provide  bountifully  for  all 
the  poor  of  the  land. 

If  we  are  addicted  to  the  habit  he  would  have  us  break  away  from  it. 

He  would  have  us  be  clean,  not  filthy.  He  would  have  us  be  free  and  not 
slaves.  Be  individual  and  cut  loose  from  everything  that  hinders. 
Overcome  and  pull  down  obstacles. 

The  man  who  has  accomplished  a purpose  in  life  is  the  man  that  the 
world  honors. 

Accomplish!  Accomplish!  Accomplish! 

To  accomplish  great  things  we  have  to  begin  in  a small  way. 

The  man  who  was  able  to  lift  a great  cow,  began  when  it  was  but  a 
calf,  and  he  lifted  it  every  day. 

The  least  we  have  to  overcome,  the  weaker  we  shall  be.  The  greater  we 
have  to  overcome  the  greater  we  shall  be. 


THE  BAND  CONCERT  IN  CHAMBERSBURG . 


A large  and  critical  audience  was  present  in  Rosedale  last  evening  to 
hear  the  famous  Carlisle  Indian  School  Band  concert.  Under  Prof. 
Dennison  Wheelock  the  Band  ably  upheld  its  fine  record  of  past  years  and 
encore  after  encore  followed  each  selection.  Mr.  Francis  Cayou  sang 
several  baritone  solos  and  got  hearty  applause.  The  audience  and 
musicians  were  mutually  pleased  and  the  concert  was  a complete  success. 

- [Chambersburg  Repository. 


The  class  of  '99  photograph  has  been  greatly  improved  by  re-touching 
of  the  negative.  Owing  to  a misunderstanding  this  was  not  done  at 
first.  Price  of  Photographs,  30  cents,  post  paid.  We  will  have  some 
enameled  ones  for  35  cents;  37  cents  by  mail. 


If  you  do  not  receive  your  paper  regularly  we  shall  be  very  glad  to 
know  it  and  to  trace  the  error.  Let  us  know  the  NAME  and  ADDRESS  of  the 
person  who  fails  to  get  the  paper. 


We  have  plenty  of  use  for  postage  stamps,  and  there  is  no  easier  way 
to  transmit  subscriptions.  Ten  cents  a year  is  small  enough,  is  it  not, 
for  all  the  news  of  our  school? 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  4,  8,  6 is  worn  by  old  people. 

My  1,  3,  9 every  young  man  is. 

My  6,  2,  5,  4 rats  do. 

My  7 is  a letter  sometimes  used  for  "one." 

My  whole  is  what  came  upon  us  suddenly  this  week  and  was  not  favorably 
received  at  Carlisle. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A big  snow  storm. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - 
http://www.epix.net/~landis . 

"RE : Poem:  For  My  People,  I Live"  


Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  11:51:23  -0800 


From:  Larry  Kibby  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub  j : "FOR  MY  PEOPLE,  I LIVE" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

"FOR  MY  PEOPLE,  I LIVE" 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by, 

I hear  the  echoes  of  pain  and  sorrow. 

The  echoes  of  beatings,  tortures  and  deaths, 

I feel  the  tears  of  my  people. 

Whose  hearts  bled  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  lays  false  hope,  lies  and  broken  promises. 

And  a land  becomes  covered  with  blood. 

And  I feel  the  tears  of  my  people. 

Whose  hearts  bled  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  are  burial  grounds  filled  with  my  people. 

A land  filled  with  the  old,  young  and  children. 

Infants  and  unborn  babies. 

Even  the  sick  and  dying. 

Burial  grounds  of  my  people. 

All  Murdered  for  gold,  silver,  oil. 

Blacken  hearts  of  greed. 

That  destroyed  my  people  and  their  way  of  life. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  are  food  gathering  grounds. 

Medicine  grounds. 

Fishing  grounds, 

Flunting  grounds. 

Ceremonial  grounds. 

Sacred  grounds. 

Places  of  life  and  death. 

The  land  of  my  people. 

Who  lived  and  died  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

Now  and  forever. 

Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 
by: 


<>  kibbey@sierra.net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolFlill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director  <> 
<>  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 
<>  1581  Pinenut  Circle  <> 
<>  Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 


"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  Wed,  24  Mar  99  04:16:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  6-12 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

6 

Age  cannot  hinder  the  joyful  spirit. 

7 

Alone,  we  are  restored;  with  others,  we  are  fulfilled. 

8 

This  land  is  the  gathering  place  of  the  winds. 

9 

Time  lays  no  claim  upon  the  earth's  spell  of  wonder. 

10 

Earth's  seasons  are  like  the  tides  of  the  sea,  ke  kai,  -- 
timeless  and  everlasting. 

11 

When  man  has  come  and  gone,  the  land  will  remain. 

12 

Pele  makes  the  land  which  is  shaped  by  the  ocean. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Mar  1999  20:52:22  -0600  (CST) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub j : #0007 


Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0007 

What  do  Native  Americans  and  Albanians  have  in  common?  The  practice  of 
Genocide  and  land  grabbing  which  brings  us  to  Race  purification!  It  amazes 
me  because  there  is  no  pure  race,  other  than  the  one  human  race.  Okay  from 
my  understanding  NATO  got  involved  because  of  the  killing  of  innocent 
people,  women  and  children.  The  people  of  Yugoslavia,  the  Albanians  are 
poor  people  but  they  own  the  land  there  and  in  order  to  gain  the  land  they 
are  killing  these  people,  knowing  they  had  no  defense  to  retaliate,  until 
NATO  stepped  in  and  sent  them  a few  "Tomahawk"  missiles.  War  is  not  the 
answer,  but  now  it  is  the  choice.  We  bomb  and  kill  many  innocent  people  to 
send  the  message  to  stop  the  killing!  I think  it's  more  of  flexing  muscles 
than  anything  else,  but  China  and  Russia  are  allies  to  the  people  of 
Kosovo,  which  contains  all  the  ingredients  for  an  all  out  world  war!  Of 
all  people  we  as  Native  Americans  probably  understand  what  is  really  going 
on!  Only  NATO  never  came  to  our  defense,  we  fought  alone  and  are  still 

fighting  with  only  now  500+  years  later  other  people  are  becoming  aware 

of  our  story! 

Many  people  don't  think  the  U.S  has  any  business  over  there,  or  Iraq  and 
for  that  matter  Viet  Nam,  but  we  are  and  the  hypocrites  that  "we"  are 
wanting  others  to  stop  what  they  themselves  have  practiced  in  the  past. 

Why  are  "we"  so  concerned  with  bringing  the  people  who  were  involved  in 
the  Holocaust  to  justice  but  not  the  ones  who  practiced  Genocide  on  us.  My 
guess  is  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  really  believe  they  are 

Superior,  not  Americans  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Why  is  it  "we" 

can  control  all  the  borders  around  the  world  but  are  own?  Flexing  that 
muscle  and  the  possible  belief  that  we  are  owed,  so  show  us  respect. 

People  from  all  over  the  world  have  deep  hatred  for  American  people,  in 
some  countries  as  young  as  4 the  children  are  taught  to  hate  the  American 
people.  When  Iran  took  American  hostages,  Ollie  North  gave  them  arms 
in  trade  for  their  release,  but  still  the  people  of  Iran  have  no  respect 


for  us  as  a Country. 

I understand  politics  very  well,  it's  an  injustice  used  in  the  name  of 
Law.  Like  what's  going  on  in  Arizona  on  The  Black  Mesa,  taking  livestock 
to  starve  these  people  into  submission.  Why  is  the  Government  not  held 
accountable  for  their  actions  but  when  the  President  is  involved  in 
adultery  the  whole  world  knows  of  it,  and  condemns  him.  His  sex  life 
doesn't  effect  the  running  of  a Country,  but  they  say  he  lied  and  I must 
say  If  I was  confronted  in  front  of  the  world  I may  play  the  "word  game" 
too . . . 

America  is  like  a rich  man  with  old  tattered  shoes  who  will  let  his  own 
suffer  but  those  around  he  must  care  for.  America  needs  to  clean  it's  own 
house  and  deal  with  their  issues  before  "we"  can  help  anyone.  Like  the 
treaties  they  don't  honor  but  we  must,  before  contracts  they  were  called 
treaties,  today  we  honor  contracts  but  the  old  name  treaty  is  the  past  but 
yet  they  hold  their  forefathers  in  high  standards.  I don't  get  it??? 

According  to  the  old  treaties  where  we  would  excel  in  anyway  we  would 
have  to  live  as  our  ancestors  did  but  yet  they  tried  to  change  us  into 
becoming  American  citizens,  learn  ownership.  So  if  we  did  as  we  were  told 
or  taught  the  treaties  are  voided?  I'm  trying  to  understand.  So  if  we  live 
off  the  land  as  our  ancestors  did  why  then  do  we  have  to  obey  the  hunting 
laws?  The  BIA  was  put  into  play  to  work  for  us  but  the  money  has  caused 
them  to  work  against  us,  they  are  no  different  then  FBI  or  any  other 
Government  affiliation.  Why  is  it  that  our  issues  go  before  the  United 
Nations,  if  we  are  not  a Sovereign  entity.  We  are  but  it's  a constant 
battle  to  keep  it  and  a fight  we  must  maintain.  No  one  is  Superior  to  Wakan 
Tanka  but  we  will  all  pay  when  the  time  to  repossess  and  cleansing  comes, 
only  then  will  they  know  a true  Superior  being  and  ignorance  will  be  no 
excuse. 

Basically  what  I'm  saying  is  the  U.S  is  more  concerned  about  everyone 
else,  maybe  it's  to  keep  the  light  off  themselves,  I don't  know.  Although 
were  in  War  in  another  country  our  Melting  pot  is  brewing... 

True  History: 

In  1819,  Spain  sold  Florida  and  west  Florida  to  the  U.S.  These  lands 
were  what  is  now  Florida,  Alabama,  and  lands  in  Georgia. 

(Amazing) 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  22  March  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  26  Mar  1999  08:34:39  -0800 
From:  "Ron  Dunning"  <wlbear@northnet.org> 

Sub j : "The  Mended  Hoop" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

The  Mended  Hoop 

Tribal  Solidarity  Celebration  on  Turtle  Island  1999! 

September  2,  3,  & 4,  1999 

We  are  writing  to  you  to  invite  you  to  take  part  in  a 3 day  celebration 
of  the  Solidarity  of  all  of  our  500  nations. 

The  celebration  will  be  held  the  weekend  of  September  2,  3,  & 4 1999, 
on  Mount  Pisgah  in  Saranac  Lake,  New  York. 

We  want  this  program  to  be  representative  of  all  people  on  the  Red  road. 
We  are  inviting  performers  from  as  many  nations  as  we  can  find  to  help 
us  make  this  celebration  of  Native  Solidarity  succeed.  If  you  would  like 
to  attend  as  either  a performer  or  as  an  artist  or,  as  a very  important 
member  of  the  audience  please  contact  Saquuiyona.  Send  email 
to:  wlbear@northnet .org 

This  will  be  a free  event,  and  no  one  attending  will  not  be  asked  to  pay 


for  anything.  Any  money  donated  over  the  course  of  the  weekend  will  go 
directly  to  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  to  help  with  Leonard's 
legal  defense  and  to  make  the  story  of  Leonard's  imprisonment  known  as 
widely  as  possible.  Once  Americans  of  all  backgrounds  know  who  Leonard 
is  and  the  evil  that  has  been  done  to  him  I have  faith  he  will  be  freed. 

More  than  100  hunger  strikers  have  fasted  since  6 February  to  bring 
Leonard's  case  to  the  attention  of  the  media,  to  government  officials, 
and  to  the  American  people. 

Please  help  us  to  help  Leonard.  Help  us  make  this  a reality. 

Celebrate  Tribal  Solidarity  with  us  this  summer. 

Wado, 

Ron  "Saquuiyona"  One  Bear 


Date:  Sat,  27  Mar  1999  15:35:37  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@serv.net> 

Sub j : Shared  Visions 

Shared  Visions  - The  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit 
http://www.HUD.gov/svpinerg.html 

The  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit 
Duly  30  - August  7,  1999 
Tatanka  Woihanble  Otipi 
"Buffalo  Dreams  - Gathering  Homes" 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  about  how  to  help  low-income 
families  become  homeowners,  then  you  should  attend  and  volunteer  for 
the  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit  this  summer.  Duly  30th  - August  7th, 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Partnership  for  Housing,  Inc.  is  coordinating 
the  volunteer  home  build.  The  Lakota  name  for  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe 
Partnership  for  Housing,  Inc.  is  Tatanka  Woihanble  Otipi  which 
means  "Buffalo  Dreams  --  Gathering  Homes." 

Fifty  new  homes  will  be  built  during  this  week  by  volunteers  and  the 
American  Indian  families  who  will  be  purchasing  the  homes.  Seminars 
and  workshops  also  will  be  conducted  on  ways  to  increase  homeownership 
and  affordable  housing  on  other  Indian  Reservations  across  the  country. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit  is  the  pilot  project  of  a much  larger 
effort  to  improve  housing  in  Indian  country.  This  effort,  called 
Shared  Visions,  is  described  in  greater  detail  in  other  sections  of 
this  Web  site. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  is  120  miles  southeast  of  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota,  covering  4,355  square  miles.  Of  39,000  members  of  the  Oglala 
Lakota  Nation,  23,000  live  on  the  Reservation.  Despite  very  high  rates 
of  poverty  - the  Lakota  Nation  has  more  than  63%  of  its  families 
living  below  the  poverty  line  - the  Lakota  people  are  proud  of  their 
traditions . 

Hundreds  of  volunteers  will  be  needed  to  make  the  Pine  Ridge  Building 
Summit  a reality.  People  of  all  skill  levels  and  interests  are  being 
encouraged  to  sign  up.  The  Building  Summit  will  need  individuals 
skilled  in  the  construction  trades  as  well  as  people  who  simply  want  to 
make  a difference  on  the  reservation  and  aren't  afraid  to  roll  up  their 
sleeves  and  work  hard  for  a week.  Participating  in  the  Pine  Ridge 
Building  Summit  will  be  a rewarding  experience  and  a chance  to  learn 
more  about  new  cultures  while  helping  solve  a major  problem. 

Harold  D.  Salway,  Tribal  President,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation  are  committed  to  improve  living  conditions. 

Over  40  percent  of  families  live  in  substandard  or  overcrowded 
conditions,  and  the  waiting  list  for  affordable  housing  is  12  years 
long.  More  than  450  families  are  qualified  for  homeownership  and  yet 
private  mortgage  lending  on  the  reservation  is  virtually  nonexistent. 

To  begin  to  address  this  very  serious  need  for  homeownership  and 
affordable  housing  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  HUD  Secretary  Cuomo 
and  Pine  Ridge  tribal  leaders  are  sponsoring  Shared  Visions:  The  Pine 
Ridge  Building  Summit.  The  project  will  build  50  new  homes  in  1999  and 
250  in  the  year  2000.  Dozens  of  existing  homes  will  be  renovated.  The 


Summit  will  feature: 

The  Pine  Ridge  Home  Build  : Duly  30-August  7,  1999:  A seven-day  on- 
site home  build  marks  the  first  major  activity  of  the  overall  effort. 
Fifty  new  homes  will  be  built  by  volunteers  from  across  the  country. 
Tax-deductible  contributions,  volunteer  labor  and  "sweat  equity"  will 
make  the  homes  more  affordable,  enabling  purchases  by  low  to  moderate 
income  families.  Sweat  equity  is  labor  contributed  to  the  building  by 
the  homebuyers.  The  build  also  will  result  in  improved  infrastructure, 
such  as  roads,  water,  and  sewer  systems.  Up  to  an  additional  250  homes 
will  be  constructed  in  the  year  2000. 

To  provide  lasting,  long-term  financial  and  housing  assistance  to  Pine 
Ridge  tribal  members,  the  Oglala  Lakota  tribe  has  created  a nonprofit  - 
the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Partnership  for  Housing,  Inc.  - to  develop 
housing  and  serve  as  the  coordinator  of  the  home  build.  While  this 
nonprofit  will  be  located  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  it  also  will 
work  with  other  tribes  across  the  State  of  South  Dakota. 

Volunteers : 

The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Partnership  for  Housing,  Inc.  needs  many  types 
of  volunteers  and  partners: 

Volunteer  construction  labor:  The  Partnership  will  need  hundreds  of 
volunteers  to  help  with  the  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit  from  Duly  30  to 
August  7,  1999.  Volunteers  are  needed  for  general  construction  tasks; 
skilled  construction  areas  such  as  electrical,  plumbing,  roofing, 
flooring,  etc;  logistics  such  as  meals  and  refreshments; 
transportation;  and  first  aid. 

Donated  materials:  The  Partnership  also  will  need  organizations  and 
corporations  to  donate  materials  for  the  build,  including  items  such 
as:  siding,  carpeting/flooring;  heating  or  cooling  systems;  major 
appliances;  roofing  materials;  telecommunications  equipment  for  use  by 
volunteers;  tents  and  camping  equipment  for  volunteers;  and  many  other 
useful  materials. 

Seminars,  Workshops: 

During  the  home  build,  seminars  and  workshops  will  be  conducted  on 
homeownership  counseling,  financial  assistance,  mortgage  lending, 
nonprofits,  volunteer  organizations,  and  other  aspects  of  Shared 
Visions.  Tribal  members  and  volunteers  will  be  able  to  participate 
in  both  the  seminars  as  well  as  the  home  build. 

Cultural  Events: 

In  addition  to  the  seminars  and  workshops  on  housing,  the  Building 
Summit  will  offer  volunteers  a unique  opportunity  to  learn  more  about 
the  Lakota  people.  Cultural  events  are  planned  daily.  Coinciding  with 
the  Pine  Ridge  Building  Summit  will  be  the  reservation's  annual  Oglala 
Nation  PowWow  and  Rodeo  - a seven  day  affair  showcasing  Lakota  cultural 
and  athletic  activities  and  Indian  cowboy  rodeo  performances. 

Volunteers  are  invited  to  join  in  with  these  festivities. 

For  more  information  or  to  apply  for  Shared  Visions:  The  Pine  Ridge 
Building  Summit,  contact:  1-888-3V0LUNTEER  or  click  here 
to  get  the  application.  <A  HREF="http://www.HUD.gov/svapplic.html"> 
Shared  Visions 

http : //www . HUD . gov/ shared visions . html 
Homes  and  Communities 
http : //www . HUD . gov/ 


Date:  Mon,  29  Mar  1999  15:29:19  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Dakota  Language  Table 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

University  of  Minnesota 
Dakota  Language  Society 
And  Center  School  Pressent: 

"Dakota  Language  Table" 

Learn  to  speak  the  Dakota  language  and  share  with  others  from  the 
community.  This  is  an  informal  effort  with  a potluck  each  week.  Please 
bring  something  to  share! 


Center  School 

2421  Bloomington  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55404 
612  -721-1655 
Beginning  April  5,  1999 
EVERY  MONDAY  Evening  4:30  - 6:30p.m. 
Franklin  Firesteel,  University  of  Minnesota 
Yvonne  Leith,  Director-Center  School 
Chris  Leith,  Prairie  Island  Community 
Free  and  Open  to  the  Public. 

"That  which  one  learns  so  shall  one  do  in  life." 

Vikki  Howard' 

Community  Relations  Coordinator 
Department  of  American  Indian  Studies 
107  Scott  Hall 
72  Pleasant  St.  S.E. 

Minneapolis-East  Bank  campus 
626-9247 


The  1999  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders 
APRIL  9,  10,  11  1999 

2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00,  Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods, Special  Events 
Trader  Round  Robin  open  to  public  Saturday  Evening 

Gourd  Dance:  10am  Saturday  Grand  Entry  3pm  Friday,  Noon  Saturday  & Sunday 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers).  Bring  chairs 
Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 

Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1999  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  Danet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 


Where : 

When : 
Hosts : 


Date:  Mon,  29  Mar  1999  23:22:26  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Midwest  Pow  Wows  & events 

Siyo: 

These  listings  were  recently  sent  to  me,  and  I'm  sending  them  out  to 
everyone  on  my  regular  mailing  list. 

Dale  (wanige) 

I have  a few  gatherings  and  powwows  I would  like  to  request  that  you 
post  on  your  Web  page.  Please  ignore  any  you  might  already  have. 

They  are: 

- April  23-25 

All  Nations  Intertribal  Traditional  Powwow 
Shelby  County  Flea  Market 

12  miles  east  of  Louisville,  Kentucky-Interstate  64  Exit  28 
Simpsonville,  KY 
(502)  231-2341 

- Duly  10-11 

Shawnee  Nations  URB  Southwind  Park  Fair 
Rt.  540 

Zane  Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgounds 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio 
(937)  562-9592 

- Duly  29-August  1 

Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Powwow 
Rt.  540 

Zane  Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgounds 


Bellefontaine,  Ohio 
(937)  562-9592 
(614)  443-5898 

- August  21-22 
Ohio  Shawnee  Fair 
Shawandassee  Land 
Urbana,  Ohio 
(937)  592-9592 
(937)  592-4458 

- August  25-26 

Ohio  Shawnee  Rendezvous 
Rt.  540 

Zane  Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgounds 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio 
(937)  562-9592 
(937)  592-4458 

- September  11-12 

Trails  of  Tears  Intertribal  Powwow 
Trail  of  Tears  Park 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky 
Beverly  Baker  (502)  886-8033 

- September  18-20 

Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Native  American  Gathering 
Lake  Shelby,  Clear  Creek  Park 
Shelbyville,  Kentucky 
Don  Cox  (502)  451-0384 

- October  8-10 
Drennon  Festival 
Drennon  Springs,  Kentucky 
Jason  Hart  (502)  845-8125 
jasonhart@usa . net 

Note:  This  festival  is  short  of  dancers,  drums.  If  interested,  contact 
the  person  listed  above. 

- October  8-10 

Joining  Hands,  Joining  Spirits 

Calhoun,  Kentucky 

Terry  Welborne  (502)  275-4619 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Pasela, 

Jason  Hart 
(502)  845-8125 
jasonhart@usa . net 
hclocal@skyl.net 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Craig  Benjamin/Native  Americas,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes, 
Justanoldman,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck,  Aqiimuk, 

J C York,  Tom  Schlosser,  Ralph  W Gough,  Janet  Smith,  Vechet,  Robert  Quiver, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Barbara  Landis,  Long  John  (Tubby  Tunes), 
Arthur  Miller/Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Sup  Net  via  Freedom  Heart  Rising, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Tusweca,  Larry  Kibby 


From  gars@netcom.com  Mon  Apr  12  09:21:41  1999 
Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  20:17:50  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.015 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 


because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I have  heard  talk  and  talk,  but  nothing  is  done.  Good  words  do  not 
last  long  until  they  amount  to  something.  Words  do  not  pay  for  my  dead 
people.  They  do  not  pay  for  my  country,  now  over-run  by  white  men. 

They  do  not  protect  my  father's  grave.  They  do  not  pay  for  my  horses 
and  cattle.  Good  words  will  not  give  me  back  my  children.  Good  words 
will  not  make  good  the  promise  of  your  War  Chief,  General  Miles.  Good 
words  will  not  give  my  people  good  health  and  stop  the  from  dying. 

Good  words  will  not  get  my  people  a home  where  they  can  live  in  peace 
and  take  care  of  themselves." 

_Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  I 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  ! 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Journey 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

First,  my  thanks  for  the  many  who  have  written  my  wife,  Janet,  and 
myself  on  her  behalf  in  response  to  the  editorial  she  wrote  last  week. 
Apparently,  I am  not  the  only  one  who  believes  she  spoke  the  truth 
very  strongly.  We  are  both  humbled  by  the  wonderful  comments  so  many 
have  taken  time  from  their  own  lives  to  share.  Especially,  we  want  to 
send  thanks  and  prayers  to  those  who  wrote  from  Belgrade,  Albania  and 
other  places  near  the  heart  of  the  Kosovo  conflict.  Wado. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


I read  a spurious  piece  of  trash  in  a newspaper  this  past  week  - in  a 
paper  that  prides  itself  on  truth  in  reporting  Indian  issues.  In  it 
they  repeatedly  quote  people  they  have,  themselves,  publicly  denounced. 
The  paper  would  want  me  to  include  their  name.... 


My  only  comment  is  the  same  I have  repeatedly  offered  here  regarding 
comments  and  so-called  "facts"  you  read  on  the  internet,  including  this 
newsletter.  Before  you  go  off  half-cocked,  repeating  what  may  not  be  the 
truth,  do  some  independent  investigation.  Remember  the  way  our  own  elders 
deal  with  issues.  Listen  to  all  sides,  consider  carefully  what  you  have 
heard;  and  then  ask  around  if  there  are  still  nagging  questions.  Then, 
and  only  then,  carry  the  truth  as  you  know  it  in  your  heart. 
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It's  powwow  season  again.  My  wife  and  I host  our  benefit  festival  this 
week.  Some  big  ones  are  just  around  the  corner.  Many  of  you,  like  us, 
will  be  on  the  road  nearly  every  weekend.  Be  careful.  Don't  be  going 
80  down  a back  road  to  make  a 49  or  a grand  entry.  Being  a little  late 
is  a whole  lot  better  than  being  real  dead...  h-e-e-e-e-e-y 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30157,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Victor  Black  Elk 


Date:  Sun,  4 Apr  1999  14:18:35  -0500 

From:  Barbara  MorningStar  <morningstar@HIGHLAND.NET> 

Subj : Prayers  Please 


Prayers  please  for  my  family.  We  lost  Victor  Black  Elk  today.  He  is  one 
of  my  relatives  who  spent  some  time  in  our  home  last  year  and  the  loss  is 
felt  deeply  by  all  of  the  family.  Your  prayers  for  his  gentle  crossing 
and  peace  for  his  spirit  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

In  unity, 

Barbara 


"RE : Leonard  Mountain  Chief" 

Date:  Thu,  1 Apr  1999  07:24:52  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  04-01-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 


FinstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
ninoncloud@acf.dhhs . gov 


Leonand  Mountain  Chief  died  Monday 

c.  AP 

3/31/99 

HEART  BUTTE,  Mont.  (AP)  --  Leonand  Mountain  Chief,  a tnibal  elden  of  the 
Blackfeet  Indian  tnibe,  movie  acton  and  champion  fiddlen,  died  Monday  of  a 
heant  attack.  He  was  59. 

Mountain  Chief  appeaned  in  the  1989  film  "Wan  Panty."  He  also  played  acton 
Steven  Seagal's  fathen-in-law  in  the  necent  film  "The  Patniot." 

Mountain  Chief  had  noles  in  17  films  and  documentanies  since  1948, 
including  "All  the  Young  Men"  with  Sidney  Poitien  in  1957. 

He  nanched  in  the  Heant  Butte  anea  and  was  active  in  the  political 
community,  senving  thnee  tenms  in  the  Blackfeet  Tnibal  Council,  and  as 
chainman  of  the  Land  Boand  and  gambling  committee. 

An  avid  fiddlen.  Mountain  Chief  had  played  in  Nashville  and  Hollywood, 
and  in  1987  headlined  a countny  jambonee  at  the  then-College  of  Gneat  Falls. 
Laten  that  yean  he  penfonmed  in  a show  with  Willie  Nelson  and  Waylon 
Dennings  and  touned  Russia. 

"RE : Chief  Vennon  Sly  Fox  Pocknett"  

Date:  5 Apn  1999  05:18:29  GMT 
Fnom:  wandancen9@aol.com  (WARDANCER9) 

Subj : In  Memony  Of  Chief  Pocknett/Wampanoag. . . . 

Newsgnoup:  alt. native 

Wampanoag  Elden  Passing:  Chief  Vennon  Sly  Fox  Pocknett 

MASHPEE,  MA.  Vennon  Sly  Fox  Pocknett,  65,  of  the  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Nation, 
passed  away  Wednesday,  Manch  31,  in  the  V.A.  Hospital,  Jamaica  Plain,  aften 
a long  illness. 

Chief  Sly  Fox  was  bonn,  naised  and  educated  in  Mashpee.  He  wonked  fon 
many  yeans  as  a Tnuck  Dniven  fon  Campanella  and  Candi.  He  was  an  avid  shell 
fishenman  and  wonked  many  yeans  on  Aquacultune  Pnojects  fon  his  nation.  He 
was  also  at  the  fonefnont  of  both  the  Tnibal-Nation  Recognition  fon  his 
nation  and  the  pnesenvation  of  his  people's  aboniginal  hunting  and  fishing 
nights . 

Chief  Vennon  Pocknett  was  an  Anmy  Vetenan,  senving  in  the  82nd  Ainbonne 
Division.  He  also  senved  as  a Boand  Memben  and  Pnesident  of  the  Mashpee 
Wampanoag  Tnibal  Council;  memben  of  the  Wampanoag  Rod  & Gun  Club  fon  oven 
40  yeans;  and  senved  his  community  at  vanious  times  as  a coach  of  youth 
baseball,  football  and  basketball.  Duning  the  late  '90's  Chief  Pocknett 
led  his  people  in  joining  the  League  of  Indigenous  Soveneign  Nations. 

"RE;  Wand  Valley  Victony"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Apn  1999  10:11:25  -0800 
Fnom:  "Save  Wand  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Subj:  Fw:  WARD  VALLEY  VICTORY 

What  a week  this  has  been!!! 

Oniginal  Message 

Fnom:  CBGLyou@aol.com  <CBGLyou@aol . com> 

Date:  Fniday,  Apnil  02,  1999  5:46  PM 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  2 Apnil  1999 
CONTACT:  Daniel  Hinsch,  (831)  462-6136 

Fedenal  Count  Gives  Wand  Valley  Opponents  Huge  Victony 
Wilson-US  Ecology  Lawsuit  to  Fonce  Tnansfen  of  Land,  Open  Nuclean  Dump  is 
Thnown  Out 

Pnoponents  of  the  contnovensial  Wand  Valley,  Califonnia,  nadioactive 
waste  dump  lost  thein  lawsuit  attempting  to  fonce  the  dump's  opening,  it  was 


revealed  today.  The  lawsuit,  brought  by  then-California  Governor  Pete 
Wilson  and  US  Ecology,  the  company  that  wanted  to  operate  the  nuclear  dump 
18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  had  asked  that  the  federal  government  be 
ordered  to  transfer  federal  land  for  use  as  a radioactive  waste  disposal 
facility.  U.S.  District  Court  Emmet  Sullivan,  in  a ruling  dated  Wednesday 
but  received  by  the  parties  today,  ruled  against  the  dump  proponents  and  in 
favor  of  the  U.S.  Interior  Department  and  environmentalists  who  had  joined 
the  case,  including  Los  Angeles-based  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap  and  the 
Bay  Area  Nuclear  Waste 
Coalition . 

"This  is  extraordinary  good  news  for  the  countless  future  generations 
who  would  be  at  risk  if  this  dangerous  nuclear  project  had  gone  forward," 
said  Daniel  Hirsch,  President  of  the  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap,  that  had 
fought  the  project  for  a decade.  "The  litigation  was  the  last  major  hope  of 
proponents  of  this  misguided  project." 

Ward  Valley  was  proposed  to  take  radioactive  waste,  almost  all  from 
nuclear  reactors,  and  dump  it  in  unlined  trenches.  Very  long-lived  wastes 
like  plutonium,  strontium,  and  cesium  would  have  been  dumped  there.  The 
proposed  operator  had  a troubled  track  record,  with  many  of  its  past  dumps 
having  leaked  and  been  closed;  one  is  a Superfund  site.  Concern  that  the 
nearby  Colorado  River,  source  of  water  for  much  of  the  Southwestern  United 
States,  could  be  contaminated  contributed  to  the  widespread  public 
opposition  to  the  project. 

Waste  volumes  have  dropped  10-fold  in  recent  years,  while  existing 
facilities  elsewhere  in  the  country  take  California's  waste  and  charge  a 
small  fraction  of  what  Ward  Valley  would  have  charged,  raising  serious 
questions  about  the  economic  viability  of  the  project  in  addition  to  the 
environmental  concerns.  A number  of  radioactive  waste  generators  have 
recently  been  distancing  themselves  from  the  project,  noting  they  would 
prefer  to  keep  shipping  to  the  existing  cheaper  national  dumps  rather  than 
forced  to  ship  to  the  far  more  expensive  Ward  Valley  site  if  built.  The 
proposed  facility  was  also  heavily  opposed  by  Native  American  tribes  who 
consider  the  area  sacred  tribal  land. 

"This  should  be  the  death  knell  for  Ward  Valley,"  said  Hirsch. 

COMMITTEE  TO  BRIDGE  THE  GAP 
1637  BUTLER  AVENUE,  SUITE  203 
LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  90025 
(310)  478-0829 

"RE : Ruling  Apparently  Kills  Ward  Valley  Plan"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Apr  1999  10:16:17  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz.com> 

Subj : The  LA  Times  Article 

from  todays  LA  times: 

http : //www. latimes . com/HOME/NEWS/SCIENCE/ENVIRON/t000029661 . html 
Saturday,  April  3,  1999 

Ruling  Apparently  Kills  Ward  Valley  Nuclear  Dump  Plan 

Environment:  ludge  says  that  U.S.  doesn't  need  to  turn  over  1,000  acres 
for  the  desert  facility,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  a 10-year  battle. 

A federal  judge  in  Washington  has  dealt  an  apparently  lethal  blow  to  the 
bitterly  contested,  10-year-old  plan  to  build  a dump  for  radioactive  waste 
in  Ward  Valley  in  the  eastern  Mojave  Desert  barely  20  miles  from  the 
Colorado  River. 

"I  think  [the]  Ward  Valley  [dump]  is  dead,"  said  3oe  Nagel,  president  of 
U.S.  Ecology,  the  company  that  was  going  to  build  and  operate  the  dump. 

"This  was  really  the  basic  case  that  was  going  to  decide  whether  or  not 
there  was  going  to  be  a Ward  Valley  [dump]." 

U.S  District  ludge  Emmet  Sullivan  ruled  Wednesday  that  the  Clinton 
administration  does  not  have  to  turn  over  the  1,000-acre  parcel  of  federal 
land  near  Needles  where  the  state  had  hoped  to  bury  about  10,000  cubic 
feet  of  radioactive  waste  a year.  The  waste  would  have  come  from  nuclear 
power  plants,  laboratories  and  hospitals.  U.S.  Ecology  and  former  Gov. 

Pete  Wilson  had  filed  the  suit  because  of  the  Clinton  administration's 


refusal  to  turn  over  the  site  over  a six-year  period.  Nagel  said  that  U.S. 
Ecology  would  not  appeal  this  week's  ruling.  "The  important  issue  for 
California,  along  with  other  states,  is  to  see  to  it  that  the  waste 
produced  is  then  taken  care  of,"  Nagel  added. 

The  judge's  decision  would  appear  to  bring  down  the  curtain  on  one  of 
the  longest  and  most  acrimonious  environmental  battles  in  recent  state 
history.  The  fight  pitted  the  Wilson  administration  and  California's 
utility  industry  against  a coalition  of  conservationists,  anti-nuclear 
activists  and  Needles-area  Indian  tribes.  Opponents  cited  concerns  such  as 
the  possible  contamination  of  the  Colorado  River,  which  provides  drinking 
water  for  millions  of  people,  and  the  effects  on  Native  American  sacred 
sites  in  the  desert  and  fragile  creatures  such  as  the  California  desert 
tortoise. 

"Future  generations  will  rejoice  at  this  decision  to  put  an  end  to  such 
a misguided  project,"  said  Dan  Hirsch,  who  heads  the  anti-nuclear 
organization  Bridge  the  Gap  and  who  guided  the  campaign  against  the  Ward 
Valley  dump.  But  the  ruling  does  not  exempt  California  from  its  duty 
under  federal  law  to  find  a place  to  dispose  of  its  nuclear  refuse.  For 
the  time  being,  much  of  California's  waste  is  being  shipped  to  disposal 
facilities  in  Utah  and  South  Carolina,  while  some  waste  is  being  stored  by 
the  firms  and  institutions  that  produce  it. 

On  the  drawing  board  for  a decade,  the  dump  has  been  the  subject  of 
endless  political  and  scientific  debate,  with  environmentalists  and  anti- 
nuclear activists  arguing  that  Ward  Valley's  porous,  shifting  sands  would 
not  be  a safe  place  to  put  deadly  waste,  some  of  which  would  remain  highly 
toxic  for  at  least  25,000  years. 

The  ultimate  nightmare- -poisonous  particles  making  their  way  through 
underground  fissures  to  the  Colorado--struck  most  scientists  as  highly 
unlikely  but  not  impossible.  A greater  possibility  was  the  migration  of 
water-borne  radionuclides  from  the  dump's  unlined  trenches  into  an  aquifer 
several  hundred  feet  below  the  desert  floor.  That  ground  water  is  a 
potential  source  of  drinking  water. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  there  was  mounting  evidence  from  the  site  of 
another  desert  dump  in  nearby  Beatty,  Nev.,  that  radioactive  tritium  waste 
did  not  stay  put.  Responsive  to  those  concerns,  the  Clinton 
administration  repeatedly  called  for  more  tests  and  resisted  transferring 
the  site  to  the  state. 

Exasperated  by  the  delays,  former  Gov.  Wilson  and  U.S.  Ecology,  a 
subsidiary  of  American  Ecology,  which  has  operated  several  other  nuclear 
waste  disposal  facilities  around  the  country,  sued  the  U.S.  Interior 
Department  to  compel  transfer  of  the  federal  land  for  the  facility. 

The  suit  contended  that  the  federal  government  was  obligated  to  honor  a 
decision  to  transfer  the  land  made  by  Interior  Secretary  Manuel  Lujan 
during  the  last  days  of  the  Bush  administration. 

But  Judge  Sullivan  agreed  with  the  Clinton  administration  that  an 
earlier  federal  court  ruling  barred  the  transfer  by  Lujan.  That  ruling  by 
U.S.  District  Judge  Marilyn  Patel  in  San  Francisco  in  effect  blocked  the 
transfer  until  the  federal  government  determined  the  impact  of  the  dump  on 
the  desert  tortoise,  which  is  protected  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act. 

A spokesman  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior  said  Friday  that 
Sullivan's  ruling  frees  federal  and  state  officials  to  pursue  alternatives 
to  the  Ward  Valley  dump. 

Three  weeks  ago.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  wrote  Gov.  Gray  Davis 
calling  for  all  interested  parties  to  "explore  alternatives  to  the 
proposed  [Ward  Valley]  land  transfer."  Davis  had  not  responded  as  of 
Friday,  according  to  the  Interior  spokesman.  However,  Davis  has  long  been 
skeptical  of  the  Ward  Valley  site  and,  as  lieutenant  governor,  opposed  the 
Bush  administration's  efforts  to  transfer  the  land.  Through  a spokesman, 
Davis  declined  to  comment  Friday.  Deputy  press  secretary  Hilary  McLean 
said  the  case  was  being  reviewed  by  the  governor's  legal  counsel.  She  said 
the  governor  was  vacationing  Friday  and  could  not  be  reached.  She  declined 
to  say  where  he  was  staying. 

The  idea  for  a desert  dump  was  an  outgrowth  of  1980  legislation 
obligating  each  state  to  take  responsibility  for  all  "low-level" 
commercial  radioactive  waste  that  it  generates.  A rather  misleading  term. 


"low-level"  waste  includes  virtually  all  types  and  strengths  of 
radioactive  garbage  except  spent  reactor  fuel. 

The  states  formed  low-level  waste  compacts  to  deal  with  the  issue. 
California  is  part  of  a four-state  compact  with  Arizona,  North  Dakota  and 
South  Dakota.  The  Ward  Valley  dump  would  have  taken  waste  from  all  four 
states . 

Another  lawsuit  remains  to  be  resolved  in  which  the  Wilson 
administration  and  U.S.  Ecology  are  also  suing  the  federal  government  for 
$80  million  in  damages,  the  amount  they  said  had  been  invested  in  attempts 
to  open  the  Ward  Valley  site.  The  case  is  pending  in  a federal  court  in 
Washington . 


"RE : Nuclear  Dump  is  Dead  After  Court  Ruling" 

Date:  Sat,  3 Apr  1999  10:39:27  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Subj : Nuclear  Dump  is  Dead  After  Court  Ruling 

Foes  and  dump  developer  say  nuclear  dump  is  dead  after  court  ruling 
DOHN  ANTCZAK,  Associated  Press  Writer 
Saturday,  April  3,  1999 

(04-03)  01:06  EST  LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  --  A controversial  plan  to  build  a dump 
for  low-level  nuclear  waste  in  the  California  desert  appeared  dead  after  a 
judge  ruled  that  U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  acted  properly  in 
rescinding  transfer  of  the  site  to  the  state. 

Friday's  ruling  in  Washington,  D.C.,  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  Emmet  G. 
Sullivan  only  addressed  Babbitt's  reversal  of  an  llth-hour  order  by  his 
predecessor,  but  both  the  company  that  was  developing  the  dump  and 
opponents  said  the  plan  was  finished. 

"There's  no  one  left  in  the  state  as  a political  figure  that  is  pushing 
this  dump,  and  their  only  hope  was  that  a court  would  force  that  land  to 
be  transferred, " said  Daniel  Hirsch,  president  of  Committee  to  Bridge  the 
Gap,  a defendant  with  Babbitt  in  the  lawsuit. 

"It's  over,  it's  absolutely  over,"  said  Ward  Young,  co-director  of  the 
Bay  Area  Nuclear  Waste  Coalition,  which  had  also  intervened  in  the  lawsuit 

Gov.  Gray  Davis'  office  said  the  decision  was  being  reviewed  but  had  no 
comment . 

3oe  Nagel,  president  of  American  Ecology  Corp.,  which  has  been  seeking 
to  develop  the  site  through  the  subsidiary  U.S.  Ecology,  said  he  will  not 
appeal  the  decision. 

"And  we  are  not  going  to  press  Gov.  Davis  to  appeal,"  Nagel  said  from 
Boise,  Idaho.  "I  think  Ward  Valley  is  over.  Ward  Valley  is  dead.  The  real 
question  is  what  is  the  state  of  California  going  to  do  next?" 

The  dump  would  receive  low-level  nuclear  waste  that  would  be  placed  in 
trenches  in  the  Mojave  Desert  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River.  Opponents 
argue  that  radioactive  material  could  migrate  to  the  river  and  that  the 
dump  is  unnecessary. 

The  suit  was  filed  in  1997  by  the  administration  of  Republican  Gov.  Pete 
Wilson,  who  was  replaced  this  year  by  Davis,  a Democrat  who  has  opposed 
the  plan. 

The  dispute  arose  when  Babbitt  came  in  with  the  Clinton  administration 
and  undid  the  work  of  predecessor  Manuel  Lujan  3r.,  who  in  the  waning 
hours  of  the  Republican  Bush  administration,  ordered  the  direct  sale  of  1, 
000  acres  of  federal  land  in  Ward  Valley  to  the  state  of  California  on  3an 
19,  1993. 

The  Wilson  administration  and  U.S.  Ecology  then  sued  Babbitt,  claiming 
he  had  violated  the  Administrative  Procedures  Act  and  asking  the  court  to 
compel  him  to  transfer  title  to  the  land  so  it  could  be  used  as  a nuclear 
dump . 

Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap  joined  Babbitt  as  a defendant  in  the  suit, 
opposing  the  sale  by  alleging  that  the  government  has  not  complied  with 
environmental  statutes. 

In  his  ruling,  Sullivan  noted  that  weeks  before  making  the  land-transfer 
decision,  Lujan  notified  interested  parties  that  the  transfer  could  not  be 
accomplished  before  the  change  in  administrations. 


"Then  two  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  Bush  administration,  and  two  days 
after  receiving  a request  from  then-Governor  Pete  Wilson  of  California  to 
complete  the  land  transfer.  Secretary  Lujan  abruptly  changed  position,  and 
took  certain  actions  in  an  attempt  to  complete  the  transfer,"  the  judge 
wrote. 

The  judge  also  noted  that  Lujan  announced  his  decision  hours  after  a 
federal  judge  in  California  had  orally  extended  a temporary  restraining 
order  further  enjoining  Lujan  from  taking  any  action  involving  transfer  of 
the  land. 

Attorney  Howard  Crystal,  representing  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap,  said 
Sullivan  focused  on  that  rapid  series  of  events  in  reaching  his  decision. 
Sullivan  granted  the  defendants'  motions  for  summary  judgment. 

"He  looked  at  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  everything  that  had 
happened  in  those  last  frantic  weeks  before  the  change  of  administrations 
and  he  said  that  given  the  circumstances  it  was  entirely  reasonable  for 
Secretary  Babbitt  to  do  what  he  did,  which  was  to  return  the  status  quo  to 
what  it  had  been  before  Lujan  started  trying  to  accelerate  things," 

Crystal  said. 

"RE : Explosives  and  Oil  Spills  Citizens  Complaint"  

Date:  Mon,  05  Apr  1999  01:53:44  -0700 
From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Explosives  and  oil  spills  Citizens  Complaint 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
Date:  Mon,  5 Apr  1999  03:50:13  EDT 
Group  Citizens  Complaint 
Violations  that  can  cause 
Imminent  Harm 

April  6,  1999 

Willis  L.  Gainer,  Director  and 
Larry  Ramey 

Albuquerque  Field  Office 
Office  of  Surface  Mining 
505  Marquette  Ave.,  NW,  Suite  1200 
Albuquerque,  NM  87102 

Richard  3.  Seibel,  Regional  Director 
Western  Regional  Coordinating  Center 
US  Department  of  the  Interior 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Hawthorne  Street 
Denver,  CO  80202 

Dear  OSM,  MSHA,  EPA, 

We  ask  you  to  inspect  Peabody's  coal  mining  operations  on  Black  Mesa  in 
Arizona  because  they  are  not  obeying  the  law.  We  believe  the  mine  is 
violating  the  law  as  described  below-including  explosives  leaks,  oil  spills, 
lack  of  brake  signals  and  turn  signals  on  heavy  equipment.  All  these 
concerns  can  cause  imminent  harm  to  the  mining  employees  and  the  local 
residents.  We  request  you  investigate  these  concerns  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
April  7,  1999.  We  have  done  our  best  to  identify  the  location  of  the  sites, 
however,  if  you  need  a guide,  a Peabody  employee  can  escort  you  if  you  can 
give  him  confidentiality. 

And  due  to  the  extent  of  the  severity  of  our  concerns  we  request  that  MSHA 
do  a training  for  local  residents  about  air  quality  ill  health  effects  and 
lack  of  service  lights  on  vehicles  and  explosives  and  oil  spillage, 
sometimes  a foot  deep,  that  can  cause  imminent  harm.  There  is  a diesel  spill 
everyday,  sometimes  the  puddles  are  about  1 foot  deep.  MSHA  should  know 
these  locations  and  re-check  the  soil  at  all  the  areas  mentioned  for 
leakage. 


Russ  Porter 

Mine  Safety  and  Health  Administration 
2200  Freedom  Road 
Trinidad,  CO  81082-1212 


Clancy  Tenley 

Indian  Programs  Office  CMD-3 
Region  IX  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
999  Broadway,  Suite  3320 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


Leaks:  We  request  that  you  routinely  check  the  N-14  explosive  silo.  There 
are  spills  everywhere  around  it  at  the  following  locations  that  have  not 
been  clean-up,  they  were  just  covered  up  with  dirt.  Covering  up  spills  with 
dirt  is  not  adequate  remediation. 

There  are  also  a bunch  of  oil  spills  at  the  Kayenta  mine  shop  where  there 
is  a long  row  of  tanks  with  used  oil  in  it  outside  the  shop.  When  it 

overfilled  it  went  all  over  the  ground.  Look  at  the  northwest  side  of  the 

shop.  There  is  a bunch  of  oil  spillage,  you  can  see  it.  They  never  cleaned 
it  up  they  just  covered  it  with  dirt  and  left  it  there.  Last  week  it  was 
like  that  all  week. 

On  the  front  side  of  South  40  there  are  a bunch  of  oil  spills  and  anti 
freeze.  There  is  no  liner  on  the  ground.  In  the  CDK  yard  there  is  oil, 
antifreeze  on  the  ground  everywhere.  You  can  see  it. 

By  the  Ramp  53  in-loader  - a whole  pile  of  big  truck  tires  were  dumped 
last  week.  They  just  pushed  the  tires  off  the  highwall  into  the  pit.  OSM 
should  see  Ed  Silver's  old  complaint  and  talk  to  Sam  Salt  and  the  employees 

working  in  the  pit  and  reclamation  areas.  They  know  what  was  covered  up  in 

the  pit. 

Check  all  of  the  old  spills  from  fuel  tanks  that  were  all  through  out  the 
old  pits  like  N-8.  The  spills  were  just  covered  up,  not  cleaned  up.  This 
was  before  there  was  enforcement  in  the  old  pits,  there  were  a lot  of  spills. 
MSHA  should  have  the  records,  ask  people  working  in  the  pits. 

Liners  are  needed  everywhere  on  the  mine  site,  not  only  in  a few  places 
including: 

3-28  oil  tanks  by  the  truck  shop 
N-ll  fuel  stand  hopper 
N-14  explosive  silo 
3-21  explosive  silo 

Explosives  must  not  be  overfilled  in  the  hoppers  and  these  hoppers  must  be 
monitored  for  compliance.  There  are  school  bus  stops  near  these  hoppers  and 
this  endangers  all  the  local  residents. 

We  request  that  MSHA  continuously  monitor  this  situation,  conduct  immediate 
remediation  and  provide  safety  training  to  all  Peabody  employees,  both  Union 
and  Non  Union  as  well  as  with  local  residents.  Peabody  ignores  safety  for 
production  and  even  though  people  are  given  training  it  is  not  enforced.  In 
practice  production  comes  first,  safety  comes  second. 

Safety  violations:  There  was  a meeting  at  Peabody  and  they  brought  up  at 

a safety  meeting  the  fact  that  San  3uan  mine  purchased  haulage  trucks  with 

turn  signals,  lights,  everything.  At  Peabody's  mining  operations  the  heavy 
equipment  vehicles  have  no  turn  signals,  no  break  lights.  This  situation 
must  be  remedied  at  one. 

At  night  there  have  been  many  near  misses  with  residents.  Training  should 
be  redone  for  all  employees  driving  water  trucks  to  ensure  that  they  do  not 
make  3-point  turns  on  the  road  and  go  off  the  road  when  turning  around. 

Also,  they  must  turn  off  their  spray  for  oncoming  vehicles. 

There  have  been  a lot  of  accidents  and  miners  and  local  residents  are 
never  compensated  even  when  haulage  trucks  were  at  fault  including  times 
when  local  residents  and  miners  did  not  even  see  the  heavy  equipment  coming 

due  to  a lack  of  service  lights  and  ran  into  them. 

The  headlights  on  the  water  truck  are  about  6 feet  apart  and  very  high  up. 
Small  vehicles  cannot  see  it  from  a distance.  Innocent  people  are 
endangered,  not  knowing  how  big  the  truck  is.  From  a distance  the  water 
truck  does  not  appear  to  be  that  big  and  they  have  no  service  lights.  The 
water  truck  needs  lights  shooting  towards  it  to  indicate  the  size  tires  so 
people  will  see  how  big  the  truck  is.  Also,  a light  on  the  cab  needs  to  face 
towards  the  water.  Several  times,  the  water  truck  has  splashed  water  on 
passing  vehicles-they  are  supposed  to  shut  off  their  water  when  vehicles  are 
approaching.  They  also  make  three-point  turns  on  the  road  instead  of  going 
off  the  road  to  make  a turn. 

This  issue  went  to  the  Black  Mesa  Review  Board  in  October.  As  of  this 
date,  there  has  still  been  no  response.  Local  residents  and  Peabody 
employees  are  well  aware  of  BMRR's  inability  to  seriously  consider  our 
concerns.  MSHA  is  aware  of  all  this-the  Safety  Committee  is  aware  of  all 


this-but  nothing  is  done.  And  when  the  Safety  Committee  meets  other 
employees  are  not  allowed  in.  The  Safety  Committee  needs  to  require  that 
employees  be  invited  and  attend  these  meetings  because  the  mine  is 
jeopardizing  their  employees  and  local  residents  lives. 

Health  effects:  We  request  you  review  the  monitoring  plan  for  exceedances 
of  air  quality  standards  by  the  US  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  We 
request  a team  of  dust  specialists  respond  to  miners  and  local  residents 
complaints.  Overburden,  top  soil  removed  is  causing  erosion  and  dust. 

The  dust  carries  silica  and  even  when  people  are  in  their  homes  they  are 
suffering.  They  should  be  compensated.  In  the  pit  areas  Peabody  must  cease 
shoveling  when  it  is  windy,  especially  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  you 
can  see  a smog  sitting  in  the  valley  with  the  whole  area  dusted  with  silica. 
You  can  tell  its  silica  when  you  look  at  the  dust  against  the  sun  it 
glitters.  A lot  of  local  residents  have  silicosis. 

The  coal  stock  piles  are  excessive  and  causing  dust  that  warrants  a review 
of  this  review  on  an  emergency  basis  due  to  ill  health  effects  for  miners 
and  local  residents.  We  request  health  benefits,  especially  for  Silicosis. 
In  the  70s  before  there  was  enforcement  no  one  wore  respirators.  These 
people  are  suffering  now  as  are  the  local  residents. 

We  request  the  following  information: 

- A copy  of  all  1980-present  OSM,  MSHA  and  Navajo  mining  citations  (NOVs) 
issued  to  PWCC  at  both  the  Kayenta  and  Black  Mesa  mines  relating  to 
respirable  dust,  air  quality,  health  effects,  safety  issues,  water 
quality/diminution,  burial  and  sacred  site  destruction,  and  copies  of  all 
records  pertaining  to  any  remedial  action  taken  and/or  record  of 
non-compliance. 

- Please  send  us  any  pertinent  information,  updates  and  final  reports  issued 
by  OSM,  MSHA  and  EPA  relating  to  respirable  dust,  air  quality,  health 
effects,  safety  issues,  sacred  and  burial  site  destruction,  water 
quality/diminution,  and  any  information  concerning  the  status  of  findings 
with  respect  to  OSM's  and  MSHA's  current  investigation. 

- The  most  recent  edition  of  "Miner's  Manual",  a Complete  Guide  to  lob 
Health  and  Safety  and  the  "SMCRA  Handbook"  should  be  distributed  to  every 
mine  worker  and  kept  on-hand.  This  information  should  be  freely  available. 
It  is  not.  This  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

-The  "Miner's  Manual"  and  the  "SMCRA  Handbook"  should  be  distributed  to  all 
local  residents.  Please  provide  us  with  a minimum  of  50  copies  of  each  and 
send  it  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation. 

- Please  send  us  any  pertinent  information,  updates  and  final  reports  issued 
by  OSM,  MSHA  and  EPA  on  Air  Quality  concerns,  and  on  the  status  of  this 
investigation : 

Name  of  Organization:  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  Address:  P.0.  Box  1968, 
Kayenta,  AZ  86053,  Phone:  (520)  673-3461. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  cooperation. 

Yours  sincerely. 

Currently  being  signed 
Name : 

Address : 

I wish  to  remain  confidential  (Yes)  or  (No)  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Urgent  Appeal  for  Hay"  


Date:  Tue,  06  Apr  1999  01:18:09  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : URGENT  Appeal  for  hay  and  feed  for  Anna  and  Ella  Begay's 
corralled  animals 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  02:53:17  EDT 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

Ella  Begay  came  to  Kaibeto  today,  Monday,  April  5,  1999,  to  tell  me 
personally  how  much  they  appreciate  the  support  she  has  seen.  She  is  happy 
from  the  bottom  of  her  heart  that  she  got  her  animals  back.  It  is  something 
she  never  thought  would  happen. 

We  could  not  have  done  it  without  your  help. 

The  reason  I am  sending  out  this  URGENT  Appeal  is  for  hay  and  feed  for 
the  2 donkeys  and  1 horse  that  have  to  remain  penned  inside  a corral  in 
order  to  avoid  confiscation.  This  costs  money  and  Ella  and  Anna  Begay,  as 
you  know,  have  no  money. 

On  behalf  of  Ella  and  Anna,  I am  issuing  this  appeal  for  you  to  send 
money  for  hay  and  feed  to  Anna  and  Ella  c/o  their  niece  Phyllis  Widehat  who 
went  with  them  to  get  their  animals  from  public  auction: 

Please  send  your  donations  to: 

Phyllis  Widehat 
P.O.  Box  3583 
Tuba  City,  AZ  86045 

Also,  if  you  can  contribute  to  a hearing  aid  for  Ella  it  would  be  most 
appreciated.  Please  write  a note  and  indicate  how  you  would  like  your  money 
to  be  spent,  whether  for  hay  and  feed  or  for  a hearing  aid. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  and  understanding. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Shut  Down  the  Mohave  Generating  Station"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Apr  1999  10:29:10  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj:  TOMORROW! !DPW  DEMONSTRATION  IN  LA 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  message  concerns  an  activity  that  is  a continuation  of  an 
action  begun  at  the  House  of  Blues  concert  in  LA  earlier  this  year.  At 
that  time,  one  of  the  two  power  companies  that  own  the  Mohave  power  plant 
were  demonstrated  against.  This,  now,  is  a demonstration  about  the  second 
power  company.  This  is  short  notice,  but  supporters  in  the  LA  area,  PLEASE 
RESPOND  AND  GIVE  YOUR  SUPPORT.  IF  MA30R  NEWS  MEDIA  DOES  COME  (THEY'VE  BEEN 
INVITED),  IT  WOULD  BE  GREAT  TO  HAVE  LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  SUPPORTERS  THERE  TO 
SHOW  THEIR  SUPPORT. 


From:  DavidOrr@aol . com 


Date:  Thu,  1 Apr  1999  11:53:05  EST 


Press  Advisory 

For  Immediate  Release  Tuesday,  March  30,  1999 

Contacts : 

Aztlan  Mexica  Nation  - Esteban  Estrada  pgr.  (213)  530-9113 
SOL  Communications  - Mauro  Oliveira  - (407)  701-4628  (cell) 

Action  Resource  Center  - Kim  Mizrahi  - (310)  396-3254 
Aviso  Prensorio  - Entrevistas  y detalles  seran  presentados  para  la 
comunidad  por  un  protavoz  de  la  escuela  Harmony  Keepers  de  la  Nacion 
Aztlan . 

Photo  Opportunity  Photo  Opportunity  Photo  Opportunity 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  Demands  DWP  and  SCE  Shut  Down  the  Mohave  Generating 

Station 

They  Cite  Human  Rights  Violations,  Pollution,  Enviro-Racism  & Global  Warming 

WHO:  The  Aztlan  Mexica  Nation,  Action  Resource  Center,  SOL 
Communications,  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  local  LA  environmental 
activists  and  Indigenous  rights  organizations. 

WHERE:  Department  of  Water  and  Power  (DWP)  Headquarters, 

Downtown  LA  @ 1st  and  Hope  — 111  N.  Hope  Street. 

WHEN:  Friday,  April  2,  1999,  12-2  pm. 

WHAT : Activists  will  hold  colorful  banners  and  placards  and  Azteca 

Dancers,  adorned  in  elaborate  costumes,  with  colorful  feathers  will  dance 
to  native  drum  beats,  as  they  call  for  the  closure  of  the  Mohave 
Generating  Station.  They  will  be  dancing  in  the  DWP  plaza  across  from 
the  Dorothy  Chandler  Pavilion  within  sight  of  City  Hall  and  Downtown  Los 
Angeles . 

WHY:  Forced  relocation  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  (Navajo)  people  of  Black 
Mesa,  AZ  has  officially  started  this  March  with  BIA  livestock 
impoundments  and  90-day  eviction  notices  placed  on  the  doors  of  the 
traditional  grandmother  leaders.  Peabody  Coal  Company,  in  collusion  with 
the  U.S.  Government  are  moving  them  to  gain  greater  access  to  the  land; 
mainly  for  coal  extraction. 

The  U.S.  Government  has  chosen  the  site  of  the  worst  nuclear  spill  in 
U.S.  History  as  their  "new  lands".  The  coal  from  the  land  is  flushed  down 
a slurry  line  273  miles  away  to  the  Mohave  Generating  Station,  in 
Laughlin,  Nevada;  the  coal  is  then  burned  for  energy  that  is  used  by  Los 
Angeles  and  Las  Vegas. 

LADWP  and  Southern  California  Edison  are  the  main  shareholders  of  the 
Mohave  Generating  Station. 

The  relocation  of  the  Dineh  is  considered  genocide  by  Native  American 
Nations,  eco-devastation  by  environmental  groups  and  has  been  cited  as 
"Religious  Intolerance"  in  a recently  released  report  from  the  United 
Nations  (UN  Report  on  Religious  Intolerance  in  the  U.  S.  by  Special 
Rappateur  on  Religious  Freedom,  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor). 

The  Aztlan  Mexica  Nation  is  hosting  events  throughout  the  month, 
including  this  demonstration  and  an  Art  Gallery  Exhibition  to  amplify  the 
voices  of  the  Dineh  Resistors  and  to  show  that  this  is  not  a Hopi  and 
Navajo  Land  Dispute.  Artists  will  include  Hopi  and  Navajo  Resistors  from 
Black  Mesa. 

The  Exhibition  Grand  Opening  called  the  "Art  of  Resistance"  is  being  held 
Friday  evening  at  7 p.m.  at  the  Galeria  ABYA  YALA,  1356  South  Flower 
Street,  (Between  Pico  & Venice  1 Block  East  of  the  Convention  Center) 

(213)  746-2344. 


ACTION  RESOURCE  CENTER 
Box  2104,  Venice,  CA  90294 
310.396.3254  (voice)  * 310.392.9965  (fax) 
arcla@envirolink.org  * http://www.arcweb.org 
Mission:  To  spearhead  and  support  campaigns 


that  protect  the  environment,  human  rights  and 
social  justice;  and  to  provide  training  and 
coordination  for  grassroots  organizing,  education 
and  non-violent  direct  action. 

"RE : Navajo  Taboos  Served  as  Guides  to  Conduct"  

Date:  Mon,  05  Apr  1999  18:02:51  GMT 
From:  Randy  Ww  <lotanna@my-dejanews . com> 

Subj : Navajo  taboos  served  as  guides  to  conduct 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  § http://www.azcentral.com/news/0405taboos.shtml 

Traditionalists  fear  ancestors'  guidelines  are  being  forgotten 

By  Bill  Donovan 

Special  for  The  Republic 

April  5,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  - Don't  mention  a dead  person's  name.  If  you  do,  the  person's 
ghost  will  pay  you  a visit. 

Don't  kill  a bird  when  your  wife  is  pregnant,  or  your  baby  will  look 
like  a bird.  And  don't  sleep  too  much,  or  you'll  get  old  before  your  time. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  Navajo  life  revolved  around  an  understanding  of 
one's  place  in  the  universe  and  one's  conduct  was  governed  by  adherence  to 
hundreds  - if  not  thousands  - of  taboos.  They  had  been  passed  from  one 
generation  to  another  throughout  much  of  this  millennium. 

But  as  the  century  ends,  Navajo  leaders  and  traditionalists  are  saying 
that  the  tribe  may  be  facing  its  greatest  crisis  ever.  More  and  more  young 
Navajos  are  setting  out  in  life  with  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  taboos 
that  their  ancestors  used  as  guides  to  living  harmonious  lives. 

Ruth  Roessel,  who  teaches  Navajo  culture  courses  at  Rough  Rock 
Demonstration  School  about  40  miles  west  of  Chinle,  has  seen  Navajo 
society  change  from  one  where  almost  every  young  Navajo  knew  the  language 
and  the  traditions  to  one  in  which  less  than  10  percent  of  her  students 
claim  Navajo  as  their  primary  language. 

The  problem  rests  with  the  parents  and  grandparents,  she  said.  In  Navajo 
society,  the  responsibility  for  passing  on  these  traditions  rests 
primarily  with  the  grandparents  - and  to  a lesser  extent,  the  parents. 

They  are  supposed  to  spend  hours  with  the  younger  Navajos,  instructing 
them  about  the  taboos  that  govern  Navajo  life. 

The  taboos  govern  all  facets  of  Navajo  life,  from  how  to  interact  with 
animals  Navajos  may  come  in  contact  with  as  they  wander  reservation  roads 
to  how  to  deal  with  in-laws. 

Ernie  Bulow,  who  once  taught  at  a reservation  boarding  school  and  wrote 
a book  listing  hundreds  of  the  taboos,  said  that  they  are  something  like 
the  superstitions  that  every  ethnic  group  has  - such  as  don't  walk  under  a 
ladder  or  you'll  have  bad  luck  - but  more  specific.  Each  Navajo  taboo,  he 
said,  has  corresponding  punishment,  one  that  is  tied  to  the  severity  of 
breaking  that  taboo. 

For  example,  Navajo  children  are  taught  not  to  watch  a snake  swallow  its 
food.  If  they  do,  their  grandparents  would  tell  them,  their  necks  will 
swell  up. 

Even  simple  things  that  most  non-Indians  would  take  for  granted,  such  as 
putting  the  cap  back  on  the  bottle  of  soda  pop  if  you  don't  finish,  can 
become  the  subjects  of  taboos.  Capping  pop  bottles,  say  traditionalists, 
will  give  you  a headache. 

Bulow  said  he  gathered  the  taboos  back  in  the  late  1960s  while  teaching 
at  the  Fort  Wingate  Boarding  School  about  12  miles  east  of  Gallup. 

"At  the  time,  almost  every  student  had  learned  these  taboos  when  they 
were  young,"  he  said. 

"Now,  I'll  bet  that  no  more  than  10  or  15  percent  of  the  students  would 
have  even  heard  of  some  of  them." 

The  late  Clara  Lee  Tanner,  probably  the  most  well-known  non-Indian 
expert  on  Indian  arts  and  crafts,  would  tell  this  story  to  show  how 


adherence  to  Navajo  traditions  even  affected  one's  livelihood. 

About  the  time  of  World  War  II,  only  one  Navajo  woman  who  lived  in  the 
Kayenta  area  was  making  Navajo  wedding  baskets  for  a market  that  was 
steadily  growing. 

As  the  demand  increased  and  she  was  asked  to  make  more  and  more  baskets, 
she  found  herself  in  a quandary  since  the  making  of  the  baskets  required 
adherence  to  a strict  code  of  traditions,  with  a like  number  of  taboos 
associated  with  it. 

For  example,  living  with  one's  husband  during  the  time  of  the  making  of 
the  basket  would  cause,  according  to  one  taboo,  the  person  who  purchased 
it  to  be  childless. 

Finally,  Tanner  said,  the  weaver  found  it  impossible  to  have  any  kind  of 
life  and  still  follow  the  traditions,  so  she  just  stopped  making  the 
baskets,  which  allowed  Ute  basket  weavers  the  opportunity  to  gain  control 
of  the  market  since  they  didn't  worry  about  following  the  traditions. 

Today,  the  market  is  going  back  to  the  Navajos  as  young  Navajo  weavers, 
who  either  don't  know  the  taboos  associated  with  the  weaving  or  no  longer 
feel  a need  to  follow  them,  have  begun  making  them  again. 

In  modern  society,  there  are  times  when  adherence  to  Navajo  traditions 
can  and  does  cause  problems  in  handling  certain  kinds  of  jobs. 

Steve  Nelson,  the  acting  police  chief  for  the  Navajo  Division  of  Public 
Safety,  said  that  tribal  police  officers  are  expected  to  carry  out  their 
duties  - such  as  checking  bodies  at  traffic  accidents  - even  though  one  of 
the  strongest  of  Navajo  taboos  ban  having  anything  to  do  with  a dead 
person . 

He  said  that,  if  officers  feel  coming  in  contact  with  a body  is  a 
problem,  they  have  ceremonies  - which  they  pay  for  out  of  their  own 
pockets  - to  bring  them  back  in  harmony  with  nature  so  that  bad  things  do 
not  happen  to  them. 

The  worst  thing  one  can  do  - from  a Navajo  traditionalist  standpoint  - 
is  to  have  any  contact  with  a corpse  while  one's  wife  is  pregnant  because 
this  would  have  serious  consequences  for  the  baby. 

"In  these  kinds  of  cases,  we  try  and  work  it  out  with  the  officer  so  he 
would  not  have  to  come  in  contact  with  a body,"  Nelson  said. 

This  taboo  about  having  anything  to  do  with  death  was  the  reason  why 
there  have  been  no  Navajo  funeral  directors  until  the  past  few  years. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  century,  Navajo  families  would  rely  on  non- 
Indians  living  in  the  community  to  prepare  bodies. 

Traders  and  priests  on  the  reservation  said  it  was  quite  common  up  until 
about  1950  for  relatives  to  contact  them  and  tell  them  they  had  placed  a 
relative's  body  alongside  the  road  to  be  picked  up  and  buried. 

Bruce  Footracer,  who  now  teaches  music  at  Ganado  High  School  in  Ganado, 
said  that  when  he  was  young,  his  ambition  was  to  work  in  a funeral  home. 

"I  couldn't  do  it,  however,  because  of  my  father,  who  was  raised  to 
believe  you  shouldn't  have  anything  to  do  with  that  kind  of  thing." 

When  his  father  died  in  1990,  Footracer  decided  it  was  time  to  became 
one  of  the  first  Navajos  to  learn  how  to  do  embalming.  He  then  worked  in  a 
funeral  home  in  Gallup  until  last  year  when  he  decided  that  working  seven 
days  a week  was  causing  problems  with  his  serving  as  a minister  for  the 
Pentecostal  Church. 

While  more  and  more  Navajos  are  going  into  professions  that  would  have 
been  unthinkable  at  the  beginning  of  this  century  and  more  and  more  are 
growing  up  without  knowing  the  taboos,  there  are  some  positive  signs  that 
tribal  traditions  will  continue. 

Dust  this  past  week,  the  three  top  leaders  of  the  Navajo  Nation  - 
President  Kelsey  Begaye,  Speaker  of  the  Council  Ed  T.  Begay  and  Chief 
Dustice  Robert  Yazzie  - got  together  and  decided  on  the  top  priorities 
that  would  guide  funding  for  the  tribe  for  the  next  25  years. 

Their  decision  on  the  top  priority,  they  said,  was  a no-brainer. 

It  was  to  take  steps  to  preserve  the  culture  and  traditions,  including 
the  taboos,  of  the  Navajo  people. 

+++ 

Bill  Donovan  can  be  reached  at  bdonovan@cia-g.com  via  e-mail. 
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Navajo  Nation  struggles  to  preserve  medicine-man  tradition 
By  BILL  DONOVAN 
c.1999  The  Arizona  Republic 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.  --  For  more  than  30  years,  lack  Jackson  has  warned 
the  Navajo  Nation  that  the  number  of  medicine  men  on  the  nation's 
largest  reservation  is  dwindling.  Some  ceremonies,  he  says,  are  in 
danger  of  being  lost  forever.  Now  the  tribe  is  in  the  midst  of  a pilot 
program  that  attracted  more  than  300  applicants  and  provides  stipends 
for  young  Navajos  who  want  to  train  to  be  traditional  healers.  But 
Jackson  and  others  are  wondering  if  it's  too  little,  too  late. 

"I  understand  that  we  once  had  some  300  ceremonies  and  now  that  has 
gone  down  to  just  29,  and  many  of  these  are  in  danger  of  being  lost," 
said  Jackson,  a state  senator  representing  the  Arizona  portion  of  the 
Navajo  Reservation. 

When  Jackson  was  working  for  the  now  defunct  Navajo  Health  Authority 
back  in  the  1970s,  he  began  pushing  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  to 
address  problems  about  the  declining  number  of  medicine  men. 

During  the  first  half  of  this  century,  almost  every  family  on  the 
reservation  had  at  least  one  member  who  was  a "hatathli, """  who 
supervised  ceremonies  and  knew  the  chants  and  stories. 

But  by  the  1970s,  when  more  and  more  jobs  became  available  on  the 
reservation,  fewer  and  fewer  young  Navajos  approached  older  medicine  men 
to  become  their  apprentices  and  learn  the  various  ceremonies. 

Officials  for  the  Dine  Spiritual  and  Cultural  Society,  which  is  composed 
of  many  of  the  reservation's  medicine  men,  said  there  were  a number  of 
reasons  for  this  trend.  One  is  that  being  a medicine  man  is  hard  work. 
Another  is  that  the  pay,  which  averages  about  $15,000  annually  for  a 
full-time  medicine  man,  wasn't  that  great.  Much  of  it  came  in  the  form 
of  sheep  or  jewelry  which  had  to  be  resold. 

Many  young  Navajos  also  objected  to  the  lengthy  training  period  --  up  to 
10  years  for  some  of  the  longer  ceremonies. 

Tribal  traditions  prohibit  the  taping  of  ceremonies  or  taking  notes,  so 
the  learning  process  is  the  same  today  as  it  was  hundreds  of  years  ago 
--  listening  to  the  complicated  chants  over  and  over  again  until  they 
are  memorized. 

"We  approached  the  Tribal  Council  in  the  early  1980s  to  charter  the 
medicine  men's  association  but  they  refused,  saying  that  Navajo 
ceremonies  were  a religion  and  it  wouldn't  be  proper  to  mix  religion  and 
state,"  Jackson  said. 

But  Jackson  and  others  argued  that  the  ceremonies  were  not  a religion 
but  a bona  fide  healing  system  comparable  to  the  Anglo  medical  system. 

Ed  Tso,  who  took  over  Jackson's  cause  a few  years  ago  when  he  joined  the 
tribe's  Dine  Language  and  Cultural  Office,  was  finally  able  to  change 
enough  minds  to  get  a $180,000  grant  in  1997  to  establish  the  first 
apprenticeship  program  to  train  young  Navajos  in  the  traditional  healing 
arts . 

The  program,  which  finally  got  underway  in  December,  attracted  more 
than  300  applicants.  Seven  were  chosen  to  take  part  in  the  pilot 
project . 

"We  decided  to  concentrate  on  those  ceremonies  that  are  in  danger  of 
being  lost  forever  because  those  who  know  it  are  now  in  their  60s  or 
70s,"  Tso  said. 

The  program  provides  $350  to  medicine  men  who  agree  to  give  up  to  24 
hours  of  training  a month;  the  apprentices  receive  $300  a month. 

The  big  question  now  is  whether  the  tribal  program  can  turn  things 
around . 

Harry  Walters,  chairman  for  Dine  studies  at  Dine  College  in  Tsaile  and 
one  of  the  most  respected  traditionalists  on  the  reservation,  said  he 
sees  does  see  a situation  where  there  are  fewer  and  fewer  medicine  men 
serving  more  and  more  Navajos. 


"That's  inevitable  because  of  the  population  explosion/'  he  said. 

Bill  Donovan  can  be  reached  at  bdonovan@cia-g.com  via  e-mail. 
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By  Carol  Sowers 

The  Arizona  Republic 

April  3,  1999 

SALT  RIVER  RESERVATION  - The  youths  standing  outside  the  polls  draped 
themselves  in  black  and  painted  their  faces  white. 

"We  wanted  to  look  like  we  had  been  killed  by  a drunk  driver,"  said  Lema 
Andrews,  19. 

Andrews  was  one  of  25  reservation  youths  who  used  the  dramatic  measures 
at  the  polls  this  week  to  oppose  a referendum  that  would  have  expanded 
reservation  liquor  sales  to  convenience  and  grocery  stores  and  restaurants 

"We've  had  a lot  of  support  from  our  elders,  who  are  proud  of  us  and 
think  that  we  had  an  impact,"  Andrews  said. 

Perhaps  she  was  right. 

On  Tuesday,  the  community  bordered  by  Scottsdale  and  Mesa  turned  down 
the  referendum  339  to  177,  just  15  months  after  voters  approved  liquor 
sales  in  its  two  casinos  and  Talking  Stick  Golf  Club. 

Andrews  was  among  many  opponents  who  worried  that  expanded  reservation 
liquor  sales  would  worsen  an  already  serious  alcohol  problem  despite 
proponents'  claim  that  increased  tax  revenue  could  be  used  for  more 
treatment  programs. 

"We  opposed  it  for  the  simple  fact  that  when  we  get  older  and  are  put  in 
position  of  tribal  leaders,  we  don't  want  to  deal  with  all  the  negative 
effects  of  alcohol,  like  child  abuse  and  increased  traffic  on  the 
reservation,"  she  said. 

The  vote  disappointed  several  business  owners  who  say  the  reservation 
will  not  attract  the  kind  of  development  it  wants  if  alcohol  sales  are 
confined  to  its  casinos  and  golf  club. 

The  referendum  came  just  as  the  community  is  considering  ways  to  develop 
prime  land  along  the  Pima  Freeway,  which  runs  through  the  reservation. 
Tribal  leaders  and  residents  have  talked  about  creating  open-air  villages 
and  shops  designed  to  blend  with  the  community's  culture  and  desert 
setting. 

Zoar  Fulwilder  represents  several  reservation  businesses  that  pushed  for 
the  expanded  liquor  sales.  Fie  and  others  say  that  stretch  of  land  is  ripe 
for  upscale  restaurants  and  other  businesses  that  won't  come  if  they  can't 
sell  liquor. 

There  is  room  for  fast-food  stores  on  the  reservation,  Fulwilder  said, 
but  he  added  that  the  kind  of  clientele  the  tribe  should  court  also  will 
demand  fine  restaurants  that  serve  liquor. 

Fulwilder  said  the  reservation  needs  its  own  grocery  stores  but  worries 
that  none  will  build  there  if  they  can't  sell  alcohol. 

Flerbert  Chiago,  major  owner  of  a reservation  Chevron  station  at  Pima  and 
Chapparal  roads,  also  was  disappointed  that  the  referendum  failed.  FHi s 
station  has  a convenience  store  where  he  wants  to  sell  packaged  beer  and 
wine . 

Limiting  liquor  sales  hurts  him  and  the  rest  of  the  community,  he  says. 

"We  can't  develop  to  the  full  potential  without  that  element,"  he  said. 

Like  others,  Chiago  is  concerned  that  casino  revenues  will  dwindle  one 
day  and  that  the  reservation  may  not  have  the  kind  of  development  it  needs 
for  "the  quality  of  help  we  want  to  give  our  people." 

Chiago  and  Fulwilder  believe  the  liquor  sales  referendum  will  reappear 
when  the  several  hundred  landowners  along  the  freeway  understand  that 
their  lease  payments  are  tied  to  the  percentage  of  sales  of  new  businesses 


"Once  they  start  realizing  that,  they  are  going  to  see  liquor  sales  as 
an  economic  issue  that  affects  their  bottom  line,"  Fulwilder  said. 

+++ 

Carol  Sowers  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7482  or  at  carol.sowers@pni.com. 
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The  biggest  excitement  came  Wednesday  when  the  Montana  Dept,  of  Livestock 
used  snowmobiles  and  men  with  cattle  prods  yelling  "Heeyah!"  to  haze  29 
buffalo  into  their  new  capture  facility.  It  was  chaos  --  buffalo  running 
every  which  way,  DOL  agents  screaming  at  the  wildlife  and  activists 
screaming  at  the  agents. 

Once  the  animals  had  been  loaded  into  livestock  trailers  for  transport, 
one  of  the  activists  used  a bicycle  "U"  lock  to  lock  her  neck  down  to  a 
cattle  grate  on  the  ground.  This  stopped  traffic  for  a few  minutes,  but 
the  DOL  came  prepared.  They  sawed  the  lock  off  her  neck  with  a power  saw. 

Pretty  dramatic  stuff. 

The  next  day  18  of  the  animals  were  sent  to  slaughter  and  11  were 
released.  When  they  are  set  free,  they  receive  two  big  green  stripes  down 
each  side  and  a bright  yellow  number  tag.  They  look  ridiculous.  These 
are  the  wild  buffalo  that  tourists  from  all  over  the  world  come  to 
Yellowstone  see  --  big-green-pinstriped-tagged-wild  buffalo,  just  like 
nature  intended.  The  activists  have  issued  a formal  complaint  that  the  DOL 
invaded  critical  bald  eagle  nesting  habitat  during  their  hazing  operation. 

As  the  new  capture  facility  is  on  Forest  Service  land,  the  DOL  is 
supposed  to  get  Forest  approval  before  such  a trespass  and  apparently 
they  didn't  have  it.  I spoke  to  the  head  ranger  for  the  Forest  district 
yesterday  and  he  is  concerned,  but  it's  not  clear  what  he'll  do  about  it 
yet.  The  activists  have  irreproachable  video  evidence  of  the  DOL  running 
their  snowmobiles  into  the  nesting  area  and  they  think  it  might  be  enough 
to  shut  the  facility  down.  But  that's  probably  optimistic.  They  try 
hard  to  keep  their  hopes  up. 
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Tribe  to  Vote  on  Leaders 
By  Ron  lackson 
c.  Oklahoma  Publishing  Co. 

03/27/1999 

ELGIN  --  People  of  the  Comanche  Nation  say  the  day  will  come  when  they 
will  rise  above  the  turmoil  that  has  besieged  their  government.  Today  may 
be  that  day. 

Comanche  citizens  will  go  to  the  polls  today  in  a special  election  to 
vote  on  each  government  seat,  including  tribal  chairman.  The  election  is 
being  held  with  the  assistance  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  says 
much  about  the  Comanche  Nation's  political  state  of  affairs. 

"The  important  thing  is  how  we  see  ourselves,"  said  Keith  Yackeyonny, 
one  of  five  candidates  for  tribal  chairman. 

Yackeyonny  is  recognized  by  a large  faction  of  Comanche  people  as  the 
tribal  chairman. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  recognizes  lacquetta  McClung,  a descendant 
of  the  last  Comanche  war  chief,  Quanah  Parker. 


Dohnny  C.  Wauqua,  Kenneth  Saupitty  and  Eleanor  McDaniel  are  also  on  the 
ballot  for  tribal  chairman.  None  of  those  candidates  could  be  reached  for 
comment . 

The  Comanches  will  also  vote  for  vice  chairman,  secretary-treasurer  and 
two  committee  positions. 

Richard  Bread,  Edmond  Mahseet,  Theodore  Niedo,  William  Southard  and 
Dohnny  Tiddark  will  vie  for  the  vice  chairman  seat.  Thomas  Chibitty, 

Oliver  Blackstar  and  Hazel  Tahsequah  make  up  the  secretary-treasurer  race. 

Pratt  Wauqua,  Lloyd  Heminokeky,  Melvin  Korchee  Dr.,  Kenneth  Coosewoon 
and  Madeline  Spicer  will  battle  for  one  committee  position,  while  Darrell 
Bread,  Sonya  Tahchawwickah,  Oris  Chasenah,  Dames  Tate  Tooahimpah,  Albert 
Clark  Dr.,  Derry  Tahsequah  and  Richard  Attocknie  compete  for  the  other. 

Polls  open  at  9 a.m.  and  close  at  6 p.m.  in  Lawton,  Walters  and  Anadarko. 
The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  will  provide  security. 
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3,690-year-old  kernel  of  corn  found  in  Ariz.  is  among  oldest  in  U.S. 

c.  Arizona  Star 
30  March  1999 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  (AP)  - A tiny  corn  kernel  is  rewriting  human  history  in  the 
New  World. 

The  kernel  from  a cob  about  the  size  of  a child's  finger  was  discovered 
by  University  of  California  archaeologist  M.  Steven  Shackley  and  two 
University  of  New  Mexico  colleagues  last  summer  in  a cave  thousands  of 
feet  above  the  Arizona  desert. 

Radiocarbon  analysis  at  the  Center  for  Accelerator  Mass  Spectrometry  at 
Lawrence  Livermore  National  Laboratory  showed  the  kernel  is  3,690  years 
old.  That  makes  it  among  the  oldest  corn  ever  discovered  in  the  United 
States.  The  oldest  anywhere  was  found  in  central  Mexico,  where  corn  has 
been  dated  back  4,700  years. 

The  discovery,  along  with  other  new  archaeological  evidence  of  3,000- 
year-old  human  villages  and  irrigation  canals  near  Tucson  uncovered  in 
construction  of  Interstate  10,  have  switched  archaeology's  focus  from  New 
Mexico  and  the  Colorado  plateau  to  Southern  Arizona  as  the  cradle  of  early 
farming  in  the  Southwest. 

"The  Southwest  has  been  continuously  inhabited  at  least  12,000  years  but 
these  discoveries  are  pushing  back  in  time  the  transition  to  agriculture 
and  village  life,"  said  Donathan  Mabry,  a Tucson  archaeologist  who  made 
some  of  the  village  discoveries. 

"These  finds  have  made  a lot  of  textbooks  obsolete,"  he  added. 

(Mabry  said  Shackley' s corn  is  not  the  oldest  found  in  the  United  States. 
That  distinction  belongs  to  a cob  found  in  western  New  Mexico's  Mogollon 
Mountains,  which  dated  to  3,740  years  ago.  Another  corn  sample  from 
northeastern  Arizona  dates  3,610  years  and  a Tucson-area  sample  was  dated 
to  3,505  years  ago,  he  said. 

("There  have  been  a handful  of  other  dates  that  have  been  almost  as  old, 
and  there  is  one  that's  even  older"  than  Shackley's  corn,  Mabry  said.  "The 
dates  were  initially  rejected  because  they  were  unbelievably  older  than 
the  other  dates  we  had.") 

The  discoveries  provide  clues  to  the  origin  of  the  people  the  Navajos 
call  the  Anasazi,  who  created  the  cliff  dwellings  of  Mesa  Verde  in 
Colorado  and  the  pueblos  in  Chaco  Canyon,  N.M. 

Shackley  discovered  the  corn  with  two  University  of  New  Mexico  Maxwell 
Museum  colleagues,  archaeologist  Bruce  Huckell  and  his  wife,  Lisa  Huckell, 
a paleoethnobotanist . 


Their  search  brought  them  for  the  last  two  summers  to  McEuen  Cave  in  the 
Gila  Mountains,  about  70  miles  northeast  of  Tucson. 

"The  McEuen  Cave  discovery  is  another  piece  of  information  that 
indicates  that  maize  arrived  in  the  Southwest  much  earlier  than  we  used  to 
think  - now  obviously  at  least  4,000  years  ago  - and  that  brought  rapid 
changes  in  the  way  people  lived,"  Shackley  said. 

Their  discovery  brings  smiles  to  the  Hopi,  whose  language  traces  back  to 
Uto-Aztecan  and  who  are  among  the  most  likely  descendants  of  the  ancient 
farmers . 

"To  the  Hopi,  in  our  belief  system,  corn  is  very,  very  old.  Now  science 
is  proving  it  to  be  as  old  as  we  have  always  believed,"  says  Leigh  D. 
Kuwanwisiwma , director  of  the  Hopi  Cultural  Preservation  office  in 
Kykotsmovi . 
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PRESS  RELEASE:  Top  Regional  Corps  of  Engineers  Officer  Meets  with  Sioux 
Nation  members  in  tipi  camp  on  La  Framboise  Island 

March  30,  1999 

Porcupine,  SD  - In  an  historic  meeting  reminiscent  of  those  that 
occurred  between  high  ranking  US  Army  officers  and  the  Sioux  over  a 
century  ago.  Colonel  Robert  Volz  met  with  members  of  several  bands  of 
the  Sioux  Nation  inside  a tipi  on  La  Framboise  Island  on  the  Missouri 
River  just  south  of  Pierre,  SD  on  March  27. 

Colonel  Volz,  dressed  in  combat  fatigues  and  accompanied  by  the  Corps' 
tribal  liaison  David  Vader,  joined  the  circle  around  the  sacred  fire  in 
the  center  of  the  tipi  and  fielded  a series  of  questions  about  how  the 
Corps  plans  to  implement  the  "Mitigation  Act"  that  calls  for  the 
transfer  of  around  200,000  acres  of  land  along  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
state  of  South  Dakota. 

Volz  assured  camp  members  and  their  supporters  that  the  Corps  was 
committed  to  conducting  a fair  and  comprehensive  EIS  (Environmental 
Impact  Statement)  prior  to  any  transfer  of  land  to  the  state  of  South 
Dakota,  and  that  he  wanted  to  meet  with  tribal  leaders  and  Treaty 
Councils  soon  to  discuss  the  EIS  process. 

Governor  William  Danklow  (R,SD)  and  Senator  Tom  Daschle  (D,SD),  who 
worked  together  to  author  the  controversial  legislation,  are  pushing  for 
quick  transfer  of  land  to  the  state.  But  an  EIS  would  take  a minimum  of 
9 months,  Volz  said.  Questioned  about  that  estimate,  Volz  agreed  that 
the  EIS  process  could  take  a period  of  years. 

The  First  Fire  of  the  Oceti  Sakowin  camp  was  established  on  on  La 
Framboise  Island  just  south  of  Pierre,  SD  on  March  22  in  protest  of  any 
transfer  of  land  to  South  Dakota,  land  that  camp  residents  and  their 
supporters,  including  5 tribes  in  South  Dakota  maintain  that  they  have 
prior  rights  to  under  the  1851  and  1868  Treaties. 

Colonel  Volz  said  La  Framboise  Island  is  exclusively  under  federal 
jurisdiction.  He  presented  camp  members  with  a letter  authorizing  the 
camp  to  stay  there  for  fourteen  days  after  his  visit,  and  indicated  that 
extensions  of  that  period  would  be  authorized.  Rick  Two  Dogs,  a Lakota 
spiritual  leader,  reminded  Volz  that  the  camp  was  there  under  the 
authority  of  the  Treaty,  and  that  was  all  the  authority  that  was  needed. 
For  more  information  contact:  Eileen  Iron  Cloud  605/455-2999,  Emily 
Iron  Cloud-Koenen  605/455-2193  or  Hoanne  Tall  605/867-2673. 
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Posted  at  09:50  p.m.  PST;  Sunday,  April  4,  1999 
Tribes  target  Gorton  with  casino  money 
by  Danny  Westneat 
Seattle  Times  Washington  bureau 

Fueled  by  profitable  casinos  at  a handful  of  reservations,  Native- 
American  leaders  are  planning  to  spend  $1  million  to  $5  million  in  the 
2000  election  to  try  to  defeat  Republican  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  whom  they 
regard  as  their  primary  political  enemy  in  the  United  States. 

Gorton  and  Native  Americans  have  been  fighting  to  a stalemate  for  three 
decades:  in  the  courts,  in  Congress  and  in  a war  of  words. 

For  the  first  time  in  Gorton's  political  career,  tribes  in  the  Northwest 
and  around  the  nation  have  the  ultimate  election-year  weapon:  money. 

The  large  sums  the  tribes  are  talking  about  could  be  a potent  threat  to 
Gorton,  who  is  hoping  to  raise  $7  million  for  his  re-election  campaign. 

But  it  also  would  herald  a political  coming-of-age  for  the  tribes.  As 
recently  as  five  years  ago  - the  last  time  Gorton  ran  - local  tribes 
barely  were  involved  in  electoral  politics. 

"There's  a hope  that  we  can  at  least  be  a player  in  the  political  system 
" said  Bob  Whitener,  executive  director  of  the  Squaxin  Island  tribe,  near 
Olympia.  "We're  not  even  dreaming  of  controlling  anything  - we  just  want 
to  have  an  effect  like  everybody  else." 

Gorton's  campaign  is  hoping  the  tribal  effort  backfires.  A Gorton  fund- 
raising letter  last  month  raised  the  specter  of  "Indian  tribes  flush  with 
gambling  dollars"  willing  to  "spend  whatever  it  takes  to  defeat  him."  The 
letter  lumped  the  tribes  in  with  other  groups  opposed  to  Gorton,  including 
"the  trial  lawyers,  the  bosses  of  big  labor,  (and)  the  radical 
environmental  groups." 

That  the  chronically  poor  tribes  are  being  mentioned  alongside  some  of 
the  top  powers  of  politics  suggests  how  much  has  changed  since  some  of  the 
tribes  began  making  money. 

In  the  last  presidential  election  year,  the  nation's  557  tribes 
collectively  spent  $1.35  million  in  federal  elections,  a tiny  fraction  of 
the  more  than  $2  billion  that  was  funneled  into  campaigns  that  year. 

Tribal  money  still  will  be  a drop  in  the  ocean,  but  this  year  tribal 
leaders  are  hoping  to  concentrate  it.  In  addition  to  targeting  Gorton, 
Native  Americans  also  are  expected  to  give  heavily  to  presidential 
candidates,  particularly  Arizona  Sen.  John  McCain,  a Republican  and  a 
strong  defender  of  the  unique  legal  status  of  tribes  as  sovereign  nations. 

It's  difficult  to  overstate  the  animosity  many  Native  Americans  feel 
toward  Gorton.  The  state's  senior  Republican  has  a long  history  of 
opposing  tribes  in  the  courts.  Most  notably,  as  attorney  general  in  the 
1970s,  he  fought  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  the  landmark  ruling 
giving  Indians  a treaty  right  to  half  of  the  state's  salmon  catch. 

But  in  the  last  few  years  his  relationship  with  tribal  leaders  has 
soured  even  further.  He  advocated  sharp  cuts  in  tribal  budgets  in  1995, 
then  introduced  a proposal  two  years  ago  to  force  tribes  to  waive  their 
sovereign  immunity  in  lawsuits. 

Gorton  said  he  was  not  trying  to  undermine  tribes  as  independent 
nations;  he  thinks  only  that  federal  legal  policy  toward  Native  Americans 
is  unfair  and  elevates  some  rights  of  Indians  above  those  of  non-Indians. 

But  his  idea  touched  off  a furor  among  many  Indians,  who  said  their 
entire  identity  is  wrapped  up  in  the  treaties  their  ancestors  signed  and 
the  independent  "nation"  status  they  gained  as  a result. 

"Slade  Gorton's  name  is  known  on  reservations  from  Alaska  to  Florida," 
said  Ron  Allen,  head  of  the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  Tribe  and  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

"If  we  say  we  have  a chance  to  beat  the  dean  of  the  anti-Indian  movement 
I think  tribes  everywhere  will  scramble  for  money." 

As  much  as  $500,000  could  come  from  Auburn's  Muckleshoot  Tribe, 
according  to  tribal  sources.  The  1,400-member  tribe  operates  the  state's 


most  lucrative  casino  and,  thus  far,  has  assembled  the  most  sophisticated 
political  operation  among  local  tribes. 

Last  year  the  Muckleshoots  gave  $100,000  to  112  candidates  for  state  and 
federal  offices,  104  of  whom  were  elected. 

The  man  in  charge  of  the  Muckleshoots  political  efforts,  Michael  Moran, 
would  not  say  how  much  the  tribe  plans  to  spend  but  said  "it  could  be 
substantial,"  particularly  if  Gorton  draws  a strong  Democratic  opponent 
that  tribal  leaders  think  has  a shot  at  winning. 

"We're  not  going  to  just  dump  money  into  a lost  cause,"  he  said,  adding 
that  he  is  skeptical  about  the  Democrats'  chances  because  Gov.  Gary  Locke 
decided  not  to  challenge  Gorton. 

The  three  local  tribes  with  profitable  casinos  - the  Muckleshoots, 
Tulalips  and  Puyallups  - gave  the  state  Democratic  Party  $20,000  earlier 
this  year  to  conduct  a public-opinion  poll  about  Gorton's  strengths  and 
weaknesses.  The  Muckleshoots  also  have  given  $30,000  to  various  national 
Democratic  committees,  including  one  that  is  targeting  Gorton  for  defeat. 

The  last  time  Gorton  was  on  the  ballot,  in  1994,  the  Muckleshoots  did 
not  have  a casino  and  the  total  yearly  budget  for  the  tribe  was  about  $8 
million.  Today,  the  casino  alone  has  revenues  of  at  least  $45  million  a 
year . 

Local  tribal  leaders  also  are  hoping  to  get  money  from  the  few  tribes 
that  truly  have  gotten  rich  off  gambling. 

Last  year,  for  instance,  Connecticut's  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribe,  which 
runs  a $1  billion-a-year  casino,  donated  more  than  $400,000  to  federal 
candidates  and  parties. 

Tribal  leaders  involved  in  plotting  election  strategy  say  they  have  not 
decided  yet  how  to  spend  the  money.  Some  options  include  donating  to  the 
state  and  national  Democratic  parties  or  forming  an  independent  political- 
action  committee  that  would  buy  television  ads  to  air  the  tribes'  views  on 
Gorton's  record. 

Spending  a lot  of  money  on  politics  may  not  sit  well  with  some  Native 
Americans,  who  say  money  earned  in  the  new  casino  era  would  be  better 
spent  on  jobs,  housing  and  better  schools. 

Moran  of  the  Muckleshoots  also  warned  the  tribes  must  be  judicious  with 
whatever  newfound  financial  clout  they  have. 

Gorton  still  is  chairman  of  the  Interior  Appropriations  Committee,  which 
gives  federal  aid  to  Indian  tribes.  He  may  retain  that  post  after  the 
election,  Moran  said. 

"Going  after  Gorton  is  not  a low-risk  strategy,"  Moran  said. 

"We're  getting  more  sophisticated,  but  we  need  to  be  careful  about  how 
we  engage  in  federal  campaigns,  or  it  could  blow  up  on  us.  This  really  is 
new  territory  for  tribes  in  the  Northwest." 
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MONNIN  REPORT  SLAMS  MANITOBA  TORIES 
Canadian  Press,  March  29,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

WINNIPEG  (CP)  --  Manitoba  Premier  Gary  Filmon  was  quick  Monday  to  accept 
every  recommendation  made  in  a report  that  said  top  Tories  broke  the 
province's  election  laws  in  1995  to  try  and  steal  votes  from  the  NDP. 

"There  is  a heavy  price  to  be  paid  for  engaging  in  conduct  which  damages 
our  democratic  electoral  process,"  he  said  of  the  plot  to  secretly  back 
supposedly  independent  aboriginal  candidates  with  cash  and  other  help. 

"A  vote-rigging  plot  constitutes  an  unconscionable  debasement  of  the 
citizen's  right  to  vote,"  former  Manitoba  chief  Dustice  Alfred  Monnin  said 
in  his  69-page  report  that  wrapped  up  the  inquiry  he  conducted  last  year 


and  this  yean  into  the  scheme.  "To  reduce  the  voting  rights  of  individuals 
is  a violation  of  our  democratic  system." 

Monnin  found  that  the  Tories  induced  at  least  one  aboriginal  candidate  to 
run  --  Darryl  Sutherland  --  which  is  a violation  of  Manitoba  election  laws. 
Sutherland  accepted  money  and  a car  without  reporting  it  properly,  another 
breach.  Tories  covered  up  the  scheme  and  filed  a false  election  return 
statement  that  hid  the  payments  --  more  breaches. 

Because  all  this  took  place  in  1995,  however,  and  the  time  limit  for 
prosecutions  under  the  legislation  in  effect  at  the  time  was  six  months, 
Monnin  said  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  done  legally.  Manitoba  New 
Democrats,  however,  aren't  so  sure.  Party  spokesman  Dave  Chomiak  said 
they'll  be  checking  with  their  lawyer  and  will  have  more  to  say  on  the 
subject  today.  It  might  be  possible,  for  example,  to  charge  some  inquiry 
witnesses  with  perjury  for  not  telling  the  truth.  "There  have  to  be 
consequences  for  the  cover-up,  there  have  to  be  consequences  for  the  lying, 
there  have  to  be  consequences  for  the  breaking  of  electoral  laws,"  he  said. 
"I  think  it's  one  of  the  saddest  days  in  Manitoba's  political  history." 

Changing  the  legislation  so  the  clock  doesn't  start  ticking  until  the 
chief  electoral  officer  has  reason  to  suspect  a breach  has  occurred  is  one 
of  the  recommendations  in  the  report  Filmon  has  accepted.  Getting  all 
parties  to  adopt  a code  of  ethics,  possibly  through  legislation,  that  would 
bar  such  activities  is  another. 

The  scandal  has  already  cost  two  of  the  premier's  senior  aides  their  jobs. 
Chief  of  staff  Taras  Sokolyk,  one  of  the  masterminds  behind  the  plan  which 
in  the  end  failed  to  alter  the  election  outcome  in  any  of  the  three  ridings 
involved,  was  the  first  to  fall.  Next  was  treasury  board  secretary  lulian 
Benson,  who  helped  cover  it  up.  The  latest  victim  is  Arni  Thorsteinson,  a 
chief  party  fundraiser  and  a member  of  the  board  of  Manitoba  Hydro.  Filmon 
says  Thorsteinson  will  lose  both  his  party  job  and  the  patronage  plum  for 
his  role  in  the  1995  scheme  which  was  providing  money  to  the  candidates. 

But  in  the  end,  Filmon  said  Monnin  laid  the  blame  for  the  affair  at  the 
feet  of  five  individuals,  clearing  the  premier,  members  of  the  legislature 
and  the  party  itself.  Some  of  those  individuals  were  among  the  most 
powerful  in  the  party  at  the  time,  but  Filmon  said  that  still  doesn't  mean 
the  party  itself  was  guilty.  "There  was  no  evidence  that  any  elected 
members  from  our  party  ...  were  aware  of  or  aided  and  abetted  in  this," 
Filmon  said.  "I  quote  his  words,  'dumb  plot'." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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April  1,  1999 

Environmental  panel  gives  Voisey's  Bay  project  conditional  approval 
OTTAWA  (CP)  --  An  environmental  assessment  panel  has  called  on  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments  to  settle  aboriginal  land  claims  in  Labrador 
before  approving  a major  mining  project  at  Voisey's  Bay,  Nfld. 

In  a major  report  Thursday  the  panel  emphasizes  the  Innu  and  Inuit  must 
receive  fair  compensation  for  adverse  impacts  of  the  project  on  their 
traditional  lands,  access  to  jobs  and  a role  in  project  management. 

Subject  to  those  and  other  conditions,  mainly  related  to  protecting 


wildlife  and  the  environment,  the  panel  says  the  project  should  be 
permitted  to  proceed. 

"Provided  these  recommendations  are  carried  out,  the  project  would  not 
seriously  harm  the  natural  environment,  or  country  foods  and  people's 
ability  to  harvest  them." 

The  Newfoundland  government  and  the  project  sponsor,  Inco,  have  failed  to 
agree  on  how  to  develop  the  massive  nickel-copper-cobalt  deposit  at 
Voisey's  Bay,  but  Inco  says  it  remains  committed  to  the  project. 

Inco  spokesman  Derry  Rogers  praised  the  work  of  the  Canadian  Environmental 
Assessment  Agency  panel,  calling  its  report  a significant  milestone  in  the 
history  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  project. 

"This  is  the  most  comprehensive  environmental  impact  analysis  of  a mining 
project  in  Canadian  history.  We're  confident  that  we're  going  to  be  able  to 
continue  to  work  with  everybody  involved." 

David  Nuke,  president  of  the  Innu  Nation,  offered  an  equally  positive 
reaction:  "The  Innu  people  are  very  pleased  that  the  panel  not  only 
listened  to  us,  but  heard  what  we  had  to  say." 

Daniel  Ashini,  chief  negotiator  for  the  Innu,  said  he  expects  the 
governments  of  Canada  and  Newfoundland  to  implement  the  panel's 
recommendations . 

"RE : Redskins  Are  Denied  Trademarks"  

Date:  Sat,  03  Apr  1999  07:58:19  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  <jans@atlcom.net> 

Subj : redskins 

Thought  the  group  might  be  interested.  It's  been  such  a rollercoaster 
spring  - some  significant  victories  for  Indian  peoples,  then  some 
setbacks,  and  reactions  to  that.  Now  the  Patents  and  Trademarks  office 
finds  that  the  Redskins  name  and  trademark  is  indeed  offensive,  and 
supports  the  People  in  removing  trademark  protection  from  them.  This 
does  not  forbid  the  Redskin's  use  of  the  name  or  their  logo,  but  it  puts 
at  risk  the  economic  rewards  it  reaps  from  them.  The  team's  ownership 
has  profited  greatly  from  licensing  the  trademark  for  tees,  patches  on 
hats,  jackets,  and  other  memorabilia..  They  will  still  do  what  they 
can,  based  on  "common  law,"  to  prevent  anybody  from  using  these  other 
than  those  who  have  paid  for  the  privilege,  but  the  legal  fight  will  be 
an  uphill  one  without  the  patent  and  trademark  licensure.  One  of  the 
excuses  for  maintaining  an  offensive  team  name  or  logo  in  the  face  of 
protest  against  it  has  been  the  economic  loss  establishing  a different 
identity  would  entail.  If  the  identity  can't  be  trademarked,  that  whole 
argument  is  greatly  weakened.  Of  course  the  Redskins  will  appeal  this 
legally.  If  they  do  not  prevail,  I would  expect  there  will  be  some 
serious  conversations  about  making  a change  that  will  be  trademarkable. 

The  last  paragraph  makes  it  clear  such  teams  as  the  Braves  are  less 
vulnerable  because  a survey  found  specifically  that  most  people  didn't 
think  the  word  "brave"  was  insulting  ("redskin"  was  viewed  as 
insulting),  nor  the  use  of  the  tomahawk  as  a logo.  In  a similar  way,  I 
would  think  the  Cleveland  Indian's  name  itself  might  not  have  a problem 
(probably  mostly  Indian  people  alone  feel  the  use  of  their  identity  in 
any  manner  is  offensive,  whether  or  not  it's  viewed  by  most  people  as 
done  in  a perjorative  way),  but  the  blatantly  insulting  Chief  Wahoo  logo 
is  most  likely  very  much  at  risk  on  the  same  grounds  as  "redskin"  (and  I 
can't  tell  you  how  I'd  like  to  see  that  idiot-grinning  parody  become 
unprofitable) . 

Redskins  Are  Denied  Trademarks 
By  Brooke  A.  Masters 
Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 
Saturday,  April  3,  1999;  Page  A1 

The  Washington  Redskins  have  no  right  to  trademark  their  nickname  because 
it  is  disparaging  to  Native  Americans,  a three-judge  panel  of  the  U.S. 

Patent  and  Trademark  Office  ruled  yesterday. 

In  a decision  that  gave  nearly  total  victory  to  a group  of  Native 


Americans  who  filed  a complaint  in  1992,  the  board  ordered  the  cancellation 
of  federal  registrations  for  seven  Redskin  trademarks,  including  the  team's 
name  and  the  helmet  logo  showing  an  Indian's  head  in  profile. 

The  145-page  ruling  does  not  prevent  the  team  from  continuing  to  use  the 
Redskins  name  and  the  related  logos.  But  it  could  jeopardize  the  millions 
of  dollars  in  revenue  that  all  National  Football  League  teams  reap  from  the 
sale  of  Redskins  merchandise  because  the  team  would  no  longer  be  able 
to  use  federal  law  to  prevent  others  from  putting  the  logos  on  items  such 
as  T-shirts,  caps  and  pennants. 

The  board's  decision  will  not  take  effect  until  the  Redskins  have  had  a 
chance  to  appeal. 

"This  is  fabulous,"  said  lead  plaintiff  Suzan  Shown  Harjo,  a District 
resident  and  member  of  the  Cheyenne  tribe.  "I  never  expected  to  see 
justice  done  in  my  lifetime.  . ..  This  is  an  absolutely  mighty  landmark  [of] 
societal  change  that  we  are  watching." 

The  Redskins  have  no  plans  to  change  the  team's  name,  and  they  will 
appeal  the  decision  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Federal  Circuit, 
said  the  team's  attorney,  Dohn  Paul  Reiner.  The  team  also  plans  to  use 
state  patent  law  to  protect  the  logos  and  name  from  infringement,  he  said. 

"We  regret  the  opinion,  and  we  think  it's  wrong,"  Reiner  said.  "We  are 
going  to  continue  to  protect  the  marks  vigorously." 

National  Football  League  spokesman  Greg  Aiello  declined  to  comment  on 
the  decision. 

Though  Native  American  groups  have  long  protested  names  and  symbols 
they  find  offensive-including  the  Cleveland  Indians'  logo  and  the 
tomahawk  chop  used  by  Atlanta  Braves  fans-this  marks  the  first  time  that 
a federal  agency  has  come  down  on  their  side. 

On  the  state  level,  the  Utah  Supreme  Court  ruled  this  year  in  a case 
involving  complaints  by  Native  Americans  about  several  license  plates  that 
bore  variations  on  the  word  "redskin."  A state  agency  had  rejected  the 
challenge,  but  the  Supreme  Court  ordered  the  agency  to  reconsider. 

A 1946  federal  trademark  law  says  names  cannot  be  protected  if  they  are 
"disparaging,  scandalous,  contemptuous  or  disreputable." 

In  yesterday's  ruling,  the  patent  board  relied  on  testimony  from  linguists 
and  historians  that  the  term  "redskin"  has  long  been  used  in  a pejorative 
sense  to  refer  to  Native  Americans.  The  board  also  cited  a survey 
commissioned  by  the  plaintiffs  that  found  that  46  percent  of  the  general 
public  considered  the  word  "offensive  to  me." 

"A  substantial  composite  of  the  general  public  finds  the  word  'redskin(s)' 
to  be  a derogatory  term  of  reference  for  Native  Americans  . . . [and]  the 
derogatory  connotation  of  the  word  . . . extends  to  the  term  'Redskins,'  as 
used  in  [the  football  team's]  marks,"  the  panel  wrote. 

The  judges  ruled  that  the  term  was  disparaging  to  Native  Americans  and 
tended  to  bring  them  "into  contempt  or  disrepute." 

The  decision  to  cancel  the  Redskins'  trademarks  is  "extremely  unusual," 
said  Trotter  Flardy,  a professor  at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  who 
specializes  in  intellectual  property  law.  "I've  never  heard  of  it  happening 
on  these  grounds.  . . Marks  are  sometimes  not  registered  initially  because 
they  are  disparaging  . . . but  I've  never  heard  of  [the  Patent  and 
Trademark  Office]  canceling  a mark." 

A portion  of  the  revenue  from  the  sale  of  NFL  merchandise  is  kept  by  the 
league,  and  the  rest  is  distributed  evenly  among  all  the  teams,  generating 
about  $5  million  a year  for  each  club. 

It  was  not  immediately  clear  how  much  impact  the  board's  decision,  if 
upheld,  would  have  on  the  NFL's  ability  to  profit  from  the  Redskins  name 
and  logos,  which  have  been  trademarked  since  1967  in  some  cases. 

Flardy  and  the  Redskins  attorneys  said  that  even  if  the  Redskins  lose  on 
appeal,  the  trademark  will  still  have  significant  protection  under  state  and 
common  law.  "It  may  make  it  harder  for  [the  team]  to  stop  infringement, 
but  it  does  not  mean  that  the  mark  is  fair  game,"  Hardy  said. 

But  the  board's  finding  that  the  word  "redskin"  is  derogatory  could 
undermine  the  Redskins'  case  in  state  courts,  said  Stephen  R.  Baird,  one 
of  the  attorneys  for  the  Native  American  plaintiffs.  "It  is  going  to  create 
all  kinds  of  . . . legal  defenses  for  anyone  who  wants  to  rip  off  Redskins 
T-shirts,"  he  said. 


Reiner  said  the  team  may  challenge  the  constitutionality  of  the  1946 
trademark  law  under  the  First  Amendment  because  the  standards  for 
determining  what  words  and  logos  are  offensive  are  "vague  and  unclear." 

But  Baird  said  that  the  federal  appeals  court  has  already  rejected  severa 
First  Amendment  challenges  to  the  same  law. 

The  Washington  Redskins  were  originally  located  in  Boston  and  called  the 
Boston  Braves,  but  owner  George  Preston  Marshall  changed  the  moniker 
to  Redskins  in  1933  to  avoid  confusion  with  the  local  baseball  team.  In 
1937,  the  team  moved  to  Washington.  At  the  time,  the  team  was  coached 
by  Lone  Star  Dietz,  who  was  part  Sioux. 

In  a brief  filed  with  the  patent  board,  Reiner  argued  that  the  Redskins 
name  was  adopted  by  Marshall  "out  of  respect  for  American  Indian 
heritage  and  tradition  and  was  never  intended  to  belittle  or  insult." 

Because  yesterday's  decision  focused  very  sharply  on  the  term  "redskin" 
and  its  linguistic  history,  it  does  not  necessarily  make  other  teams  with 
Native  American  names  vulnerable  to  similar  challenges,  lawyers  said.  The 
same  survey  that  showed  nearly  half  of  respondents  consider  "redskin" 
offensive  found  that  only  10  percent  of  those  surveyed  felt  the  same  way 
about  the  word  "braves." 

c. Copyright  1999  The  Washington  Post  Company 

"RE : Tsilhqot'in  Assessment  Review  and  Fee"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Apr  1999  12:16:44  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Tsilhqot'ins  Now  Require  Assessment  Review  and  Fee... 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Tsilhqot'ins  Now  Require  (as  of  March  16,  1999) 

Assessment,  Review  and  Fee,  for 
land  and  resource  activity  in  their  territory. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

The  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  announced  today  that  all  proposed 
land  and  resource  impacts  and  disturbances  must  be  presented  to  the 
TNG  in  person  by  the  authorized  proponent  of  the  planned  use  or  abuse 
of  Tsilhqot'in  territory.  Proponents  will  be  required  to  pay  for  this 
assessment  at  the  rate  of  $250  per  day.  Most  such  proposals  have  come 
to  the  TNG  in  the  past  as  'referrals'  from  government  agencies,  resource 
exploitation  companies,  or  private  citizens  for  land  lease  or  purchase. 

TNG  Tribal  Chairman  Ervin  Charleyboy  said  the  fee  is  necessary  to  pay  for 
the  expense  of  responding  to  the  referral  process  that  TNG  had  no  part  in 
setting  up.  "We've  had  enough  of  being  given  30  days  to  respond  to  deals 
cooked  up  without  our  knowledge.  From  now  on  we  expect  to  be  told 
face-to-face  about  plans  to  do  anything  that  impacts  our  territory,"  he 
said.  The  TNG  has  tried  for  years  to  convince  the  B.  C.  government  that 
government-to-government  agreement  is  necessary  before  Tsilhqot'in 
Nation  territory  land  or  resource  alienations  can  take  place,  but  they 
say  the  Tsilhqot'ins  are  just  another  "stakeholder". 

Chief  Charleyboy  said  Tsilhqot'in  territory  has  never  been  surrendered 
or  ceded,  so  the  TNG  considers  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  to 
be  the  legitimate  governing  structure  for  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  landbase, 
resources,  and  people.  "The  B.  C.  government  has  denied  us  any 
management  capacity  to  deal  with  this  referral  response  work  they  keep 
dumping  on  us,  so  we  have  no  choice  but  to  charge  the  users  a direct  fee 
to  assess  their  proposed  impacts.  We  regret  having  to  do  this,  but  we 
have  no  choice  but  to  impose  our  own  referral  system  to  come  to  terms 
with  outsiders  encroaching  on  our  territory,"  he  said. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Further  information  contact: 

Chief  Ervin  Charleyboy,  TNG  Tribal  Chairman 
TNG  office  phone:  (250)  392-3918 
[Cell  phone:  (250)  398-0882 
OR 

Don  Wise,  TNG  Referrals  Manager, 


Tsilhqot'in  National  Government 
TNG  office  phone:  (250)  392-3918 
Email:  donwise@wlake.com 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Topic:  TNG  Referral  Assessment  Policy 

Referral  Assessment  Policy  notification  - March  16,  1999 
Attention:  All  Canadian  Crown  Governments  and  agencies 
All  land/resource/water  corporate  entities 
All  private  citizens 

Tsilhqot'in  Nation  imposes  fee  for  assessing  proposed  alienations/ 
disturbances/policy  planning  related  to  Tsilhqot'in  Title  territory 
Official  notification  of  'referral'  policy  and  fee 
To  all  vested  interests. 

The  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  (TNG)  officially  notifies  you  that 
the  following  procedure  is  now  operative  for  preliminary  assessment  of 
any  and  all  proposed  transactions  intended  to  lead  to  the  full  range  of 
alienations,  disturbances,  or  impacts  on  the  land,  resources,  water,  air, 
wildlife,  and  traditional  use  of  Tsilhqot'in  Title  territory. 

This  preliminary  assessment  is  intended  to  draw  the  attention  of 
proponents  applying  for  use  of  our  land  base  for  a variety  of  purposes 
to  policies  and  concerns  directed  by  the  TNG  Council  of  Chiefs  acting  in 
the  collective  interest  of  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  --  the  people  who  have 
been  the  custodians  and  stewards  of  the  land  base  historically  used, 
occupied,  defended,  protected  and  governed  since  time  immemorial. 

The  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  has  never  acknowledged  the  legitimacy  of 
imposed  imperial  Crown  rule  of  our  territory.  We  consider  past,  on-going, 
and  future-projected  encroachments  of  our  territory  to  be  tantamount  to 
theft  and  trespass.  The  Crown  Governments  of  Canada,  including  British 
Columbia,  do  not  have  the  constitutional  right  to  arbitrarily  control 
and  give  away  the  bounty  of  our  land.  However,  the  Crown  Governments 
continue  to  authorize  such  transactions  and  argue  that  their  'referral 
process'  accounts  for  their  legal  obligations  to  'consult'  with  'First 
Nations'  regarding  possible  infringements  of  'aboriginal  rights'. 

This  process  comes  down  to  sending  us  plans  already  made  to  comment 
on  within  a short  time  frame.  This  operative  process  is  a gross 
infringement  of  our  Tsilhqot'in  title  to  our  land  base,  and,  particularly 
since  the  landmark  Delgamuukw  appeal  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  of  December  11,  1997,  is  a serious  breach  of  the  Crown 
Governments'  fiduciary  obligation  to  engage  in  good  faith,  meaningful 
negotiations  with  'aboriginal  nations'  regarding  the  full  range  of 
impacts  of  Aboriginal  Title. 

We  emphasize  that  Tsilhqot'in  Title  exists  to  our  territory.  We  have  no 
obligation  to  'prove'  the  obvious.  In  fact,  we  are  awaiting  the  'proof' 
of  assumed  Crown  title  to  our  territory.  This  all  means  that  land/resource 
transactions  authorized  and  conducted  by  Crown  rule  are  legally  ultra 
vires  at  this  time.  Any  such  deals  conducted  before  the  encumbrance  of 
aboriginal  title  on  Crown  title  [as  per  Delgamuukw]  are  done  at  the 
great  risk  to  proponents  of  being  nullified  by  future  treaty  making 
between  the  Crown  Government  of  Canada  and  the  Tsilhqot'in  National 
Government  or,  if  necessary,  court  rulings.  Therefore  proponents  proceed 
with  alienations  of  Tsilhqot'in  Title  territory  at  the  peril  of  them  being 
voided  or  radically  modified  by  due  process  in  the  near  future. 

We  consider  it  to  be  the  fiduciary  obligation  of  the  Tsilhqot'in 
National  Government  to  formally  draw  these  issues  to  the  attention 
of  proponents  applying  for  use  of  our  land/resources . It  is  also  the 
legitimate  entitlement  of  our  governing  structure  that  we  impose  a fee 
for  assessment  work  to  be  done  on  'referrals'  that  outline  all  projected 
encroachments.  Refusal  or  failure  to  abide  by  the  process  and  fee 
structure  defined  below  will  be  considered  to  be  a hostile  act  from  the 
proponent  of  the  relevant  referral. 

Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  Preliminary  Assessment  Policy  The 
purpose  of  this  policy  is  to  make  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  fully  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  proposed  encroachment  into  our  territory.  It  will  also 
make  the  proponent  aware  of  our  nation  policy  on  land  title  and  guide 
him  to  revising  the  proposal  to  accommodate  our  concerns.  Options 


here  include  complete  rejection  of  the  proposal. 

The  procedure  is: 

1.  Hand  delivery  of  the  proposed  encroachment  to  the  Referrals  Manager 
at  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  office  by  the  authority  source 
representing  the  proponent.  [Agents  and/or  support  technical  personnel 
are  welcome  to  accompany  the  proponent  authority  source.]  Appropriate 
Tsilhqot'in  Nation  policy  personnel  will  also  attend  this  meeting. 

2.  Payment  of  $250.00  fee  for  day  one  of  the  assessment  process 

and  projection  of  further  per  diem  fee  of  the  same  amount  for  further 
assessment  work,  very  likely  including  field  reconnaissance  of  the 
proposed  development  area. 

3.  Arrangements  with  proponents  for  further  assessment  work  if  required. 
This  will  include:  Clarification  of  expected  impacts,  site  reconnaissance, 
inclusion  of  Tsilhqot'in  traditionalists  or  technical  expertise,  and 
provision  of  further  information. 

4.  Written  explanation  of  TNG  assessment  of  the  referral  to  the  proponent. 
Direct  inquiries,  correspondence,  data,  etc.  to: 

Don  Wise,  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  Referrals  Manager 
TNG  referral  assessment  fees  payable  to: 

Tsilhqot'in  National  Government 

Authority  source  for  TNG  referral  assessment  process  and  fee: 

Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  Chiefs 

/S/  Chief  Ervin  Charleyboy 

TNG  Tribal  Chairman 

Tsilhqot'in  National  Government 

51D  South  4th  Avenue 

Williams  Lake,  B.C.,  Canada  V2G-136 

Phone  (250)  392-3918 

Yekooche  Treaty  Office 
Suite  306  - 876  Cambie  St. 

Vancouver,  BC  V6B  2P6 
Phone:  (604)  331-0400 

FAX:  (604)  331-0045 

Email:  dkomanchuk@evcc.com 

Related  URL: 

The  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  "The  governing  body  for  the  six 
communities  comprising  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  Indian  tribal  group  that 
has  used  and  occupied  the  geographical  area  known  as  the  Chilcotin  area 
of  British  Columbia,  Canada  since  time  immemorial, 
http : //www.tng. fngov . be . ca/ 

"RE : Penticton  Airport  Dispute"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Apr  1999  23:00:28  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Penticton  Airport  Dispute:  PIB  call  for  support 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CBC  radio  news  out  of  Vancouver  has  just  announced  that  an  hour  long 
demonstration  which  halted  operations  at  the  Penticton  Airport,  involving 
approximately  100  participants  has  ended,  after  the  city  of  Penticton 
agreed  to  extend  the  time  limits  on  a scheduled  transfer  of  Okanagan  lands 
from  Transport  Canada  to  the  City  of  Penticton.  The  transfer,  originally  to 
take  place  today  has  been  postponed  so  that  further  negotiations  with  all 
parties  can  take  place.  Please  demand  that  the  Okanagan  Nation's  legitimate 
grievances  be  negotiated  to  their  satisfaction. 

Transport  Minister  of  Canada:  David  Collenette  - mailto:ColleD@parl.gc.ca 
or  mailto: remote- pr inter . Da vid_Col lenette@161399 51686. iddd . tpc . int 
City  of  Penticton,  Chamber  of  Commerce:  - mailto:penchamber@img.net 

1.  Press  statement  from  Penticiton  Indian  Band 

2.  Press  statement  from  Greg  Gabriel  (Gabriel  Family  heirs) 

3.  Mainstream  report 


URGENT  ACTION  REQUEST  - PENTICTON  AIRPORT  DISPUTE 

Be  advised  that  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  is  organizing  a Demonstration  at 
the  Penticton  Airport  Site  at  9:00  AM,  Wednesday,  March  31,  1999 

The  Penticton  Indian  Band  apologizes  for  the  short  notice  and  thank  you 
in  advance  for  sending  supporters  to  the  demonstration,  issuing  letters  of 
support  and/or  any  other  support  you  can  offer.  Following  is  the  Press 
Statement  issued  by  the  Penticton  Band  and  one  by  the  Gabriel  Family  Fleirs 
for  your  perusal  in  developing  letters  of  support.  For  more  information 
please  contact  Chief  Stewart  Philip  at  the  PIB  office  tel.  (250)  493-0048, 
fax:  (250)  493-2882  or  @ cell  # (250)  490-5314 

Penticton  Indian  Band,  RR  #2,  Site  80,  Comp.  19,  Penticton,  British 
Columbia  V2A  637  Telephone  (250)  493-0048  Fax  (250)  493-2882 

Press  Statement,  March  30,  1999 

Angry  Band  members  of  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  have  directed  the  Chief 
and  Council  of  the  Band  to  immediately  reject  the  proposed  Penticton  Airport 
Transfer  process  in  its  entirety.  Band  members  have  directed  the  Band 
Council  to  immediately  engage  the  high-profile  aboriginal  rights  law  firm 
of  Mandell-Pinder  to  pursue  any  and  all  legal  options  to  challenge,  not 
only  the  validity  of  the  federal  government's  National  Airports  Policy,  but 
also  the  original  expropriation  of  the  Airport  Lands. 

Further,  Band  members  directed  the  Chief  and  Council  of  the  Penticton  Band 
to  immediately  begin  to  plan  and  organize  both  a short-term  and  long-term 
direct  action  campaign  for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  both  the  City  of  Penticton  and  Transport  Canada  to  transfer  the 
Airport  Lands  to  the  City  of  Penticton.  Finally  Band  members  instructed  the 
Chief  and  Council  to  immediately  solicit  support  from  Bands  within  the 
Okanagan  Nation,  throughout  the  Province  of  BC  and  across  Canada. 

Chief  Stewart  Philip 
OKANAGAN  NATION 


PRESS  STATEMENT:  PENTICTON  AIRPORT  LANDS  TRANSFER  CITY  OF  PENTICTON  FROM: 
GREG  GABRIEL  (GABRIEL  FAMILY  HEIRS) 

On  behalf  of  the  Gabriel  family,  I am  pleased  and  would  like  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  for  their  support  and  decision  to 
reject  and  oppose  the  signing  of  the  Transfer  Agreement  for  the  Penticton 
Airport  Lands.  At  the  General  Band  Meeting  on  Monday,  March  29,  1999  it  was 
evident  that  the  Penticton  Band  members  will  not  sit  idly  by  and  allow  the 
city  and  Transport  Canada  to  steal  any  lands  that  we  have  an  interest  in 
without  our  involvement  or  approval. 

I am  pleased  that  the  people  in  attendance  gave  our  council  clear 
instructions  to  publicly  oppose  any  transfer  agreement  and  to  also  put 
out  a call  for  support  from  our  Okanagan  Nation,  other  BC  Bands,  and  other 
Bands  across  Canada.  Band  members  directed  the  Band  Council  to  take 
whatever  action  necessary  in  order  for  us  to  be  heard.  It  seems  we  are 
always  forced  into  this  position  before  our  concerns  are  taken  seriously. 

We  must  once  again  make  it  clear  that  this  has  been  a long  outstanding 
issue  that  my  family  has  been  struggling  with  for  generations  and  has 
fought  against  for  years.  Our  family  still  maintains  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  Penticton  Band  Council  and  their  leadership,  and  thank  them  for 
their  hard  work  and  efforts  in  attempting  to  ensure  our  interests  were 
being  considered  and  protected. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  the  political  will  was  never  there  to 
negotiate  honestly  and  in  good  faith  by  the  city  or  Transport  Canada  given 
the  position  put  forward  by  the  city,  and  certain  city  council  attitudes 
toward  our  community.  We  now  know  that  their  agenda  was  never  to  consider 
our  interests  or  concerns  at  all.  I would  like  to  personally  thank  City 
Councillor  Mike  Pearce  for  his  statement  in  the  March  26th  Penticton 
Herald.  It  is  with  those  types  of  statements  and  attitudes  that  encourages 
my  family  and  other  Band  Members  "to  dig  in"  even  deeper  and  fight  this 
issue  even  harder.  It  is  a lesson  we  will  long  remember  in  any  and  all 
future  negotiations  of  Band  issues  that  may  involve  the  city  or  other 
government  agencies. 

Greg  Gabriel  (Gabriel  Family  Heirs) 


Phone:  (250)  492-2190 
Cellular  (250)  490-7250 


NATIVES  GROUND  AIRPORT  TALKS 

April  1,  1999,  The  Province,  by  Suzanne  Fournier 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  militant  Penticton  Indian  band  is  threatening  to  turn  the  Penticton 
airport  into  a permanent  camp  to  stake  out  the  band's  claim  to  airport 
land.  Yesterday  close  to  200  band  members,  some  in  full  camouflage  gear, 
blockaded  the  airport  at  two  checkpoints  in  a successful  bid  to  derail  a 10 
a.m.  signing  ceremony  at  which  Transport  Canada  was  slated  to  hand  over 
management  of  the  airport  to  the  city  of  Penticton. 

Chief  Stewart  Phillip  of  the  Okanagan  Nation  called  "legalized  theft"  a 
plan  by  Ottawa  to  hand  over  the  airport  --  originally  part  of  the  Penticton 
Indian  reserve  --  to  the  city. 

Transport  Minister  David  Collenette  said  yesterday  that  he  was 
"disappointed  at  the...  stalled  negotiations"  and  called  for  a six-week 
"cooling-off  period"  to  give  all  parties  time  to  talk. 

Said  Phillip,  who  was  also  involved  in  the  lengthy  blockade  of  the  Apex 
ski  resort:  "If  our  concerns  are  not  heard,  we'll  be  back  at  the  airport, 
and  this  time  our  plan  will  be  to  set  up  a permanent  camp,  calling  on 
support  from  thousands  of  aboriginal  people  across  Canada.  The  airport  was 
within  our  traditional  lands  and  in  fact  was  a very  productive  hayfield  for 
us,  until  it  was  expropriated  from  us  by  the  federal  government  during  the 
war.  They  said  after  the  war  it  would  be  returned  to  us,  but  it  wasn't." 

Phillip  claims  the  band  was  excluded  from  "any  meaningful  negotiations" 
and  that  the  new  agreement  between  Transport  Canada  and  Penticton  allows 
the  city  to  wiggle  out  of  future  responsibility  to  the  band  if  the  land 
ceases  to  be  used  as  an  airport. 

The  conflict  over  the  Penticton  airport  began  in  1996  when  Transport 
Canada  began  talking  to  the  city  about  taking  over  the  airport.  The  band 
asked  to  be  part  of  the  talks  but  Transport  Canada  spokesman  Rod  Nelson 
said  "we  prefer  two-way  talks  between  us  and  the  party  taking  over 
operation  of  the  airport."  Nelson  said  the  band's  interests  were  protected 
through  a "reversionary"  clause  that  would  give  the  land  back  to  the  Indian 
band  if  it  ever  ceased  to  be  used  as  a public  airport. 

But  Penticton  then  insisted  on  new  terms  that  would  make  the 
reversionary  clause  "null  and  void"  if  the  Penticton  Indian  band  attempted 
in  any  way  to  affect  the  airport  operation. 

Phillip  said  the  band's  bottom  line  is  that  the  reversionary  clause  must 
stay  and  the  band  wants  a more  meaningful  role  in  airport  operation.  "This 
could  be  a very  long,  protracted  battle,  because  we're  prepared  to  live  at 
the  airport  until  we  get  what  we  want." 
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CANADA'S  NDP  MP  ROBINSON  SAYS  YES  TO  NATO  AND  NO  TO  GUSTAFSEN  INQUIRY! 

The  reputation  of  one  of  Canada's  supposedly  "progressive"  members  of 
Parliament  took  another  hit  when  it  was  revealed  he  supports  Nato  actions 
in  the  Balkans.  A front  page  story  in  Canada's  Globe  and  Mail  newspaper, 
March  27,  quotes  New  Democratic  MP  Svend  Robinson,  External  Affairs 
"critic"  for  the  NDP  as  saying:  "we  in  the  New  Democratic  Party  accept  that 
the  use  of  force  is  sometimes  necessary  in  grave  humanitarian  crises,  when 
all  efforts  at  diplomatic  settlements  have  failed.  We  believe  this  meets 
that  test." 

Even  a Conservative  MP  quoted  in  the  same  article,  noted  that  Canada  may 
be  in  breach  of  international  law.  David  Rose  said  that  "we  have  done  this 
without  a declaration  of  war  and  without  the  support  of  the  United  Nations. 
We  as  a country  and  as  an  alliance  may  have  broken  the  codes  of 
international  law.  Canadian  historian  Michael  Bliss  observed  that:  We're 
going  against  a sovereign  country...  this  is  a huge  step  back.  We  are  going 
against  everything  we  stand  for." 

But  indeed,  Mr.  Robinson  and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  the  province 
of  British  Columbia  had  no  problems  whatsoever  breaking  international  and 
constitutional  law  when  they  sent  a heavily  armed  strike  force  of  RCMP  and 
later  Canadian  Forces  in  "Bison"  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers  to  surround 
and  besiege  a tiny  group  of  Indigenous  traditionalist  Shuswap  at  their 
Ts'peten  Sundance  camp  near  100  Mile  Flouse  in  the  summer  of  1995. 

Over  77,000  rounds  of  ammunition  were  fired  at  the  18  women,  children, 
men  and  elders  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  camp.  A land  mine  was  used  to  blow 
up  a native  vehicle  going  for  water.  And  the  NDP  Attorney  General  amidst 
shocking  and  bellicose  demonization  of  the  campers  as  "terrorists" , refused 
to  expedite  their  request  for  third  party  international  adjudication, 
stating:  "there  shall  be  no  alien  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  this 
state."  The  BC  Attorney  General  and  Fluman  Rights  minister  was  described  as 
"out  for  blood"  by  one  of  the  native  negotiators,  lawyer  Gordon  Sebastian. 
Indeed  BC's  policies  towards  the  indigenous  peoples  were  aptly  termed 
"ethnic  cleansing"  by  Saul  Terry  of  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs. 

Although  worldwide  support  ranging  from  ex-US  Attorney  General  Ramsey 
Clark,  the  Green  Group  of  the  European  Parliament,  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and  Indigenous  groups  and 
organizations  globally  have  urged  an  inquiry,  both  provincial  and  federal 
governments  have  refused.  NDP  MP  Svend  Robinson  has  also  refused  to  support 
an  inquiry,  despite  the  outrageous  and  well  documented  abuses  and  human 
rights  violations  which  occurred,  not  to  mention  a "smear  and 
disinformation  campaign"  mounted  against  the  camp's  occupants  and  their 
counsel  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  Clark  has  demonstrated  that  Canada's  treatment  of 
Indigenous  nations  is  "fraudulent,  treasonous,  and  genocidal".  Attempts  by 
BC  to  have  him  disbarred  failed  when  the  Upper  Canada  law  society  found 
that:  "the  genocide  of  which  Clark  speaks  is  real...  sympathetic  moreover 
to  his  contention  that  the  courts  are  unwilling  to  hear  his  arguments." 

Mr.  Robinson  supports  the  NATO  bombing  of  Yugoslavia,  just  as  he  supported 
the  armed  invasion  of  sovereign  unceded  Shuswap  territory  by  the  NDP 
government  of  BC  and  the  RCMP  and  Canadian  Forces  of  Canada.  Fie  refuses 
even  to  support  an  inquiry  into  the  latter.  Perhaps  its  time  that 
Robinson's  phony  "progressive"  role  is  unmasked  for  what  it  really  is. 

Demand  that  he  reverse  his  outrageous  support  not  only  of  Nato's  bombing  of 
the  people  of  Yugoslavia,  but  also  of  the  vicious  attack  and  subsequent 
coverup  by  Canada  of  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  the  country's 
history,  mounted  against  the  Indigenous  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 


"The  current  actions  of  the  BC  government  and  the  RCMP  toward  the  Ts'peten 
Defenders,  as  well  as  the  negligence  of  the  Canadian  national  government  to 
intervene  and  put  a halt  to  these  actions,  unambiguously  qualify  as 
genocide. " 

Belgian  Fluman  Rights  group  KOLA,  letter  to  Prime  Minister  lean 
Chretien,  April  25,  1997 

"The  political  terrorism  waged  against  Indigenous  Peoples  and  the 
manipulation  of  the  crisis  by  the  Canadian  authorities  continue  to  remain 
as  root  causes  of  the  conflict  which  erupted  at  Ts'peten.  From  the 


beginning,  the  Canadian  Government  and  the  provincial  authorities  of 
British  Columbia  attempted  to  criminalize  the  Sundance  camp  defenders 
without  addressing  the  underlying  issues  of  sovereign  rights  on  unceded 
indigenous  territories . " 

--  Tonatierra  letter  to  UNHCR.  Sept.  16,  1995 

"I  have  carefully  reviewed  this  issue.  While  I certainly  understand  and 
respect  the  position  you  and  others  have  taken,  calling  for  an  independent 
commission  of  inquiry  to  look  into  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  I am 
unable  to  support  this  call." 

--  Svend  Robinson  MP,  February  16,  1999  Email  reply  to  Apecalert's  laggi  Singh 


NO  TO  SVEND' S SUPPORT  OF  NATO  BOMBING  AND  CANADA'S  COLONIALIST  COVERUP! 
Svend  Robinson  NDP  Member  of  Parliament  --  mailto:Robins@parl.gc.ca 
please  cc:  sisis@envirolink.org 

For  more  information  on  Canada's  ongoing  indigenous  genocide  and  to  support 
the  international  call  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake,  please 
visit : 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
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April  04,  1999 

Rogue  lawyer  runs  out  of  arguments 
Bruce  Clark's  in-your-face  fight  for  native  rights  has  lead  the 
once-acclaimed  legal  mind  to  be  found  guilty  of  'conduct  unbecoming  of  a 
solicitor.'  Paul  McKay  reports. 

Paul  McKay 

The  Ottawa  Citizen 

Bruce  Clark,  the  renegade  lawyer  who  spent  two  decades  cultivating  militant 
native  clients  across  Canada  with  arguments  dating  back  to  the  1700s,  has 
used  up  his  ninth  legal  life.  Ten  days  ago,  he  was  disbarred  in  Ontario. 
The  ruling  effectively  kills  the  Canadian 

courtroom  career  of  the  only  lawyer  on  the  planet  to  combine  a banker's 
suit,  PhD,  conehead  haircut.  Star  Wars  glasses,  and 
self-penned  writs  to  arrest  judges  hearing  his  cases. 

A disciplinary  panel,  reviewing  Mr.  Clark's  1997  convictions  for 
contempt  of  court  and  resisting  a police  officer  (during  a court 
hearing  for  five  charged  in  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  armed 
stand-off  in  British  Columbia)  found  him  ungovernable  and  guilty  of 
"conduct  unbecoming  a barrister  and  solicitor." 

The  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  panel  also  cited  scathing  accounts  of 
his  courtroom  conduct  from  Supreme  Court  Justice  Antonio  Lamer,  a dismal 
0-for-40  record  in  native  land  claim  cases  he  argued,  his  16-month  flight 
from  Canada  while  facing  criminal  charges,  and  his  claim  that  virtually  all 
of  Canada's  judges,  police  and  governments  are  guilty  of  treason  and 
genocide  against  native  peoples.  But  in  the  murky  world  of  guerrilla 
politics,  Mr.  Clark's  disbarment  may  enhance  his  hallowed  status  among  a 
minority  of  native  activists.  A self-declared  exile  and  "fugitive  for 
justice"  who  moved  to  the  rural  town  of  Granville,  New  York,  last  year,  he 
refused  to  attend  his  Ontario  disbarment  hearing. 

Instead,  he  filed  a sheaf  of  papers  constituting  what  one  respected 
aboriginal  historian  has  called  "a  never-ending  argument  in  search  of  a 
client."  They  relate  to  a 1704  British  Privy  Council  judgment  on  the 


legality  of  land  expropriations  against  the  Mohegan  Indians  in  what  was 
then  the  British  colony  of  Connecticut.  It  ruled  that  British  colonial 
courts  were  intrinsically  biased  against  aboriginal  peoples  in  land  claims 
cases,  and  that  just  decisions  could  only 

be  made  by  a special  constitutional  court  created  in  the  name  of  the  Queen 
of  England. 

That  court  was  never  convened.  The  Mohegans  lost  their  land.  And  the  1704 
Privy  Council  ruling  was  decisively  forgotten  as  the  British  colonized  much 
of  North  America  during  the  next  two  centuries. 

Mr.  Clark,  who  unearthed  the  case  during  research  for  his  PhD  in  law  in 
Scotland,  immediately  seized  on  the  potential  legal  implications:  much  of 
North  America  may  have  been  illegally  seized  from  aboriginal  peoples.  And 
if  that  were  established  as  a matter  of  law,  native  treaties,  forced 
reservation  status,  and  land  claim  settlements  covering  most  of  the 
continent  and  hundreds  of  native  bands,  were  potentially  void.  It  was  an 
argument  many  aboriginal  leaders  wanted  to  hear.  Mr.  Clark  quickly  gained 
near-celebrity  status  on  both  sides  of  the  Canada-U.S.  border  for  his 
startling  legal  discovery.  Many  were  impressed  by  his  flashes  of  legal 
brilliance,  personal  charm,  and  unwavering  commitment  to  native  rights.  He 
is  the  author  of  two  authoritative  books  on  aboriginal  law. 

Even  his  critics  agree  he  gave  up  a lucrative  law  practice,  huge  home  and 
private  airplane  in  the  1970s  to  champion  the  native  cause  --  at  one  time 
from  the  very  log  cabin  the  Indian  imposter  Grey  Owl  used  as  part  of  his 
own  mythology.  Since  1995,  Mr.  Clark,  his  wife  Margaret,  three  children  and 
a menagerie  of  pets  have  lived  in  impoverished  circumstances,  often 
smuggled  like  illegal  aliens  into  native  villages  from  northern  New 
Brunswick  to  the  B.C.  coast. 

But  some  native  rights  activists  and  native  lawyers  who  were  once  allies 
of  Mr.  Clark  became  adversaries  after  he  repeatedly  lost  land  claim  cases, 
ignited  courtroom  fracases,  and  aligned  himself  with  militants  who  set  up 
armed  barricades  and  attempted  to  serve  subpoenas,  make  arrests  or  seize 
historical  documents  in  the  name  of  "aboriginal  courts"  conceived  by  Mr. 
Clark. 

The  more  charitable  critics  say  Mr.  Clark  is  the  biggest  liability  to  the 
legal  merits  of  the  1704  case  because  that  message  has  become  inseparable 
from  an  obsessive,  in-your-face  messenger  with  a taste  for  martyrdom.  "A 
lot  of  aboriginal  people  agree  with  his  arguments,  but  not  with  his 
tactics,"  says  David  Nahwegahbow,  an  Anishnabe  (Ojibway)  lawyer  in  Ottawa 
who  is  president  of  the  Indigenous  Bar  Association  of  Canada.  "He  hurts  the 
arguments  in  the  long  run.  He  has  divided  communities."  Those  less 
charitable  say  his  embattled  image  and  charismatic  promises  of  sweeping 
legal  victories  have  derailed  a dozen  land  claim  settlements  --  and  helped 
escalate  land-claim  legal  costs  in  Canada  --  by  splitting  native  band 
loyalties  and  triggering  competing  claims.  Recently,  he  filed  a surprise 
case  on  behalf  of  a dissident  native  faction  in  northern  Ontario.  The  1704 
case  is  cited  as  the  leading  legal  grounds  for  the  lawsuit.  It  pits  Mr. 
Clark  and  a militant  minority  against  the  Ontario  and  federal  governments 
--  as  well  as  the  elected  Longlac  chief  and  council.  "He's  a dangerous 
item.  He  ends  up  creating  internal  turmoil.  That's  happened  like  clockwork 
in  every  community  he's  gone  to,"  says  Peter  Di  Gangi,  an  Ottawa-based 
researcher  and  policy  analyst  who  has  advised  native  groups  across  Canada 
since  1981.  Several  have  been  convulsed  with  bitter  in-fighting  triggered 
by  Mr.  Clark's  tactics,  he  says.  "He's  been  bad  for  public  optics,  for 
(native)  relations  with  governments,  and  for  native  communities  themselves. 
Whenever  he  leaves,  there's  a mess  to  clean  up." 

The  bottom  line,  Mr.  Nahwegahbow  says,  is  that  Mr.  Clark  hasn't  won  a 
single  land  claim  case  on  behalf  of  native  clients  during  the  past  two 
decades.  Meanwhile,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  landmark  Delgamuukw 
decision  has  affirmed  aboriginal  rights  to  self-government  and  land  use 
across  Canada  --  and  effectively  achieved  much  of  what  Mr.  Clark's  native 
apostles  could  have  hoped  to  attain  from  a favourable  ruling  on  the  1704 
Connecticut  case.  Ironically,  Mr.  Clark  once  briefly  represented  one  of  the 
75  Gitskan  chiefs  who  fought  the  Delgamuukw  case  through  two  decades  of 
setbacks  and  appeals  before  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  their  favour.  Stuart 
Rush,  an  aboriginal  lawyer  in  Vancouver  who  was  lead  counsel  on  the  case. 


says  he  and  native  leadens  were  appalled  by  Mr.  Clark's  guerrilla  tactics. 
"We  were  arguing  the  case  at  appeal  when  Bruce  Clark  showed  up,  out  of  the 
blue,  and  purported  to  arrest  the  four  Appeal  Court  judges  for  genocide 
and  crimes  against  aboriginal  people/'  recalls  Mr.  Rush.  "One  judge 
ordered  him  taken  away  by  the  bailiff.  We  will  never  know  what  effect  that 
had  (the  appeal  was  lost,  but  superseded  by  the  Supreme  Court  decision), 
but  it  sure  left  a bad  impression." 

Mr.  Rush  contends  that  Canadian  courts  at  all  levels  have  properly 
dismissed  Mr.  Clark's  1704  legal  argument,  because  it  demands  that 
aboriginal  title  claims  be  adjudicated  at  a non-existent  court  in  England 
--  and  ignores  the  Canadian  Constitution.  "His  whole  argument  is  misplaced 
and  wrong  in  law.  Canada  is  the  only  place  this  can  be  settled.  Yet  some  of 
his  native  clients  have  gone  to  jail  because  of  a vain,  discreditable 
argument.  He  wasn't  helping  them."  Mr.  Clark  also  argued  --  and  lost  -- 
the  original  Temagami  land  claim  case  in  northern  Ontario.  He  left  after 
new  lawyers  were  hired  to  salvage  the  land  claim  on  appeal,  then  returned 
to  advise  a small  faction  of  militant  dissidents  to  pursue  a competing 
land  claim  case.  It  has  gone  nowhere.  So  have  attempts  to  win  similar 
land  claim  efforts  in  the  Maritimes,  northern  Quebec,  the  upper  Ottawa 
valley,  British  Columbia,  and  in  the  U.S. 

In  September  1995,  Mr.  Clark  finally  got  a chance  to  argue  his  1704  case 
at  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  He  used  most  of  45  minutes  to  excoriate 
Chief  lustice  Lamer  --  and  the  Canadian  judicial  system  --  for  fraud, 
chicanery, treason  and  genocide.  It  took  a mere  two  minutes  for  the  court  to 
dismiss  his  case.  "I  must  say,  Mr.  Clark,  that  in  my  26  years  as  a judge  I 
have  never  heard  anything  so  preposterous  and  presented  in  an  unkind  way," 
said  Chief  lustice  Lamer.  "To  call  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
and  the  975  High  Court  judges  of  Canada  accomplices  to  genocide  is  something 
preposterous . I do  not  accept  that  and  think  you  are  a disgrace  to  the  bar. 
The  various  documents  filed  in  this  court,  the  Supreme  Court  of  British 
Columbia,  and  the  Court  of  Appeal  are,  in  large  part,  an  utter  farrago  of 
nonsense. " 

Only  three  days  later,  Mr.  Clark  burst  into  a courtroom  in  north  central 
British  Columbia,  pushing  a cart  laden  with  papers  relating  to  the  1704 
case.  He  demanded  to  represent  five  native  people  charged  in  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  standoff.  When  the  judge  resisted  his  arguments,  Mr.  Clark  threw  a 
stack  of  legal  papers  at  him,  and  was  tackled  by  police  while  condemning 
the  hearing  as  a "kangaroo  court."  That  scene  triggered  charges  of 
contempt  and  resisting  arrest.  Mr.  Clark  fled  Canada  for  Amsterdam,  where 
he  publicly  vowed  never  to  return.  (Sixteen  months  later  he  returned  to 
Canada.  He  was  convicted  on  both  charges,  lost  an  appeal  on  the  contempt 
charge,  and  was  sentenced  to  three  months  in  jail) . 

Improbably,  his  fugitive  status  increased  his  cachet  among  some  militant 
natives,  but  also  within  pockets  of  arch-conservative,  anti-government 
activists  such  as  Parliament  Hill  crusader  Glen  Kealey  and  white 
supremacist  defender  Doug  Christie.  The  1995  criminal  charges  were  laid 
against  Mr.  Clark  two  months  after  a 

disciplinary  panel  of  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  recommended  that  he 
be  disbarred  for  professional  conduct  charges  dating  back  to  1992.  The 
evidence  in  that  hearing  was  virtually  identical  to  that  used  in  the  1999 
hearing  in  which  he  lost  his  legal  licence  to  practice. 

But  in  1995,  Mr.  Clark  had  an  extraordinary  ally  in  Clayton  Ruby,  a 
left-wing  Toronto  lawyer  and  native  rights  advocate.  He  almost 
single-handedly  reversed  the  initial  Law  Society  recommendation,  defending 
Mr.  Clark  as  a merely  over-zealous  champion  of  an  oppressed  native 
minority.  Mr.  Ruby  co-authored  a report  which  concluded  that  while  Mr. 

Clark  was  guilty  on  three  counts  of  professional  misconduct,  he  deserved 
only  a formal  reprimand.  "I  read  that  report  carefully,"  says  Mr.  Di  Gangi, 
who  works  directly  with  native  groups  across  Canada.  "Clayton  Ruby  didn't 
look  at  the  damage  Mr.  Clark  did  to  the  communities.  He  ignored  the  impacts 
on  (Mr.  Clark's)  own  native  clients."  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Ruby's  defence  of 
Mr.  Clark  was  adopted  by  the  Law  Society  governors.  Then  Mr.  Clark  refused 
to  appear  for  his  reprimand,  leaving  no  doubt  in  letters  to  the  Law  Society 
that  he  was  resolutely  unrepentant.  That  prompted  a new  Law  Society  panel 
to  review  his  case  and  overturn  the  1995  reversal  engineered  by  Mr.  Ruby, 


an  influential  Law  Society  governor. 

Mr.  Clark,  who  could  not  be  contacted  for  a Citizen  interview,  still  has 
no  apparent  misgivings  about  the  scrappy  tactics,  courtroom  confrontations 
and  single-minded  conviction  which  has  underpinned  his  crusade.  In  a final 
letter  to  the  Law  Society  he  concluded: 

"I  really  don't  belong  with  your  crowd.  I have  nothing  further  to  say.  I 
am  content  with  the  matter  being  disposed  of  in  absentia.  I have  no  further 
desire  to  appear  before  the  committee.  I am  asking  this  committee  of  its 
own  motion  to  recommend  that  (the  Law  Society  governors)  commission  an 
inquiry  of  the  Law  Society's  ongoing  treason  and  fraud  and  complicity  in 
genocide. " 

Paul  McKay  is  a Citizen  reporter.  His  e-mail  address  is: 
pmckay@thecitizen . southam . ca 
"Let  Us  Consider  The  Human  Brain  As 
A Very  Complex  Photographic  Plate" 

1957  G.H.  Estabrooks,  Creator 
of  the  Manchurian  Candidate 
born  New  Brunswick 
lsharman@microage-tb.com 
www.aches-mc.org 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Apr  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Two  notes  of  interest  arrived  this  week: 

Date:  Fri,  2 Apr  1999  20:21:25  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 

I've  been  writing  to  Tony  Iron  Shell,  Dr.  who's  in  the  Neb.  prison  and 
sending  him  albums,  etc. 

I got  a letter  today  from  him  saying  Joshua  Pierson  #50997  would  like  to 
get  mail  and  tapes  also.  He's  at  PO  Box  2500  Lincoln,  Neb.  68542 


From:  "Danny  Redeagle"  <reddeagle@hotmail . com> 

Subject:  I CAN  ASSIST. . . 

Date:  Sat,  03  Apr  1999  10:20:35  PST 

Hello,  My  name  is  Danny.  I am  an  enrolled  Shoshoni/Bannock  from  Fort 
Hall,  Idaho.  I currently  live  in  San  Francisco  and  work  as  a ParaLegal. 
I now  have  the  time  to  help  those  who  are  incarcerated  with  legal 
research,  and  some  legal  writing.  I myself  have  been  incarcerated  in 
the  early  80's  for  2 years  in  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  so  I know  what  it's 
like . 


This  is  done  free  of  charge  and  I only  would  ask  for  the  cost  of  postage 
unless  there  is  a way  to  get  the  information  requested  through  to  the 
inmate  via  email  attachments. 


I am  also  willing  to  do  some  desktop  publishing  and  assistance  for  those 
natives  who  would  like  to  copyright  their  work.  I hope  that  you  can  get 
the  word  out  for  me.  You  can  also  visit  my  web  page  by  clicking  below. 

Thank  you  and  I hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

Danny,  reddeagle@hotmail.com 

http : //www. geocities . com/WestHo llywood/Castro/7610/ legal Page. html 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Many  More  Miles  to  Go"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Mar  1999  17:07:59  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : many  more  miles  to  go.... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  sat  there  quiet  and  alone  waiting  for  me,  it  had  been  there  for  two 
weeks,  not  saying  a thing.  I knew  it  was  there  and  that  I would  have 
deal  with  it,  but  each  day  I walked  by  and  left  it  there. 

Detroit  was  where  it  came  from  over  a long  road  far  away,  it  went  to 
Grants  as  a new  born  and  from  there  to  the  Navajo  Reservation.  Many 
moons  ago  and  fresh  to  learn  this  land  from  Canoncito  to  Lechee.  It 
could  tell  many  more  stories  than  any  Tony  Hillerman  novel,  but  it  will 
keeps  it  secrets  like  so  many  of  the  old  Navajo  people.  Watching, 
listening  and  with  time  a wisdom  gained  from  watching  the  sun  rise  and 
following  many  sunsets. 

There  was  a time  when  the  world  was  new  and  work  called,  go  to  the  area 
around  Jeddito  and  Dinehbito  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  Joint  Use  Area,  like  a 
good  horse  following  the  lead  of  the  man  in  a tan  uniform  with  a 
shoulder  patch,  Navajo  Police  it  said.  We  drove  around  the  area,  it  was 
night  and  someone  was  impounding  cattle,  Navajo  Cattle  and  we  were  to 
be  the  eyes  and  ears  to  see  where  this  was  going  on.  It  was  a time  when 
we  stood  on  the  line,  75  Navajo  cops,  between  the  might  of  the  US 
Government  and  the  Navajos  ordered  off  their  former  lands.  The  Navajo 
families  gathered  to  protest  the  move  and  loss  of  their  lands,  during 
the  time  of  Peter  MacDonald,  Chairman  of  the  Navajo  Tribe.  They  had 
gathered  at  Toyei,  just  east  of  Hopiland  and  would  march  across  former 
Navajo  lands  to  Jeddito,  a Navajo  island,  in  a sea  with  no  water  made 
so  by  the  federal  courts. 

500  hundred  there  were,  old  men  with  canes,  their  women  on  horseback, 
there  were  there  with  the  their  children,  now  middled  aged  and  the 
young  ones  from  school ....  all  walking,  saying  with  each  step  of  their 
feet,  this  is  our  land,  where  are  you... they  would  say  to  Washindon,  a 
word  meaning  Washington,  used  by  them  to  symbolize  the  U.S. Government, 
the  BIA,  the  courts,  the  Branch  of  Land  Operations  (BLO)  who  were 
impounding  Navajo  cattle  on  these  our  former  lands.  Yes  there  were  many 
and  they  carried  signs  and  cried  out,  we  are  here.  We  walked  alongside, 
you  were  with  me,  you  are  old  now,  but  then  you  were  fleet  and  strong 
and  could  travel  on  for  miles. 

We  were  there,  we  stood  with  the  75  of  us  from  Navajo  PD,  but  we  were 
like  old  time  warriors  standing  in  the  face  of  the  the  75  BIA  cops 


staying  that  time  at  Kearns  Canyon,  Hopi  PD, 

I remember  Ivan  Sidney,  we  were  friends,  and  he  was  their  Chief  of 
Police.  You  and  I one  night  went  by  there,  Hopi  PD  and  he  saw  us  and 
motioned  us  to  stop,  you  stayed  outside  and  I went  in  to  share  a cup  of 
coffee.  You  had  a radio  phone,  just  put  in  to  call  the  Navajo  Rangers 
who  sat  on  our  side  of  the  line,  waiting  for  a call  from  us,  once  we 
knew  where  BLO  was  going  to  go  to  impound  Navajo  livestock,  they  could 
not  stay  on  these  former  Navajo  lands,  like  their  owners  they  had  to 
move.  The  call  would  signal  like  in  olden  days  without  smoke  but  on 
singing  wires  to  tell  them  go  there  and  find  Navajo  cattle,  horses  and 
gather  them  up  and  race  with  the  wind  to  our  own  land,  so  that  when  BLO 
showed  up  on  these  lands  that  were  once  ours,  that  they  could  impound 
nothing  but  air.  That  was  our  job,  and  they  knew  it. 

I went  in  and  there  he  took  me  to  their  briefing  room,  a large  open 
area  in  their  police  building,  my  uniform  was  outside  packed  away,  I 
was  in  plain  clothes.  It  was  10  at  night,  but  the  room  was  full.  I 
could  see  there  were  many  other  Indian  police  officers  there,  a sea  of 
BIA  PD  Blue,  about  75  there,  some  cleaning  their  weapons,  some  just 
talking,  others  visiting,  I did  not  know  them,  they  were  from  all  over, 
from  Portland,  North  Dakota,  Southern  Arizona,  Wyoming,  many  tribes 
they  were,  all  cops  just  like  me. 

They  stopped  their  talking  and  watched  me  as  I walked  in,  we  were 
brothers  in  the  common  fight,  but  tonight,  I stood  not  as  a friend  but 
a Navajo,  one  of  them  they  would  see  on  the  morrow.  I walked  to  the 
coffee  machine  and  drew  a cup  and  looked  at  all  of  them  looking  at  me. 
So  this  is  what  they  look  like  I thought  and  said  a few  words  to  my 
host.  We  would  see  each  other  in  a few  hours  and  I said  thanks  for  the 
cup  and  left,  we  said  nothing  more.  There  was  a group  outside  around 
you  my  friend,  standing  there  with  flashlights  looking  in,  trying  to 
see  what  kind  radio-telephone  I had,  but  they  could  not  see  it  because 
we  had  covered  it  with  a coat.  I left  Kearns  Canyon,  we  were  alone  and 
drove  around  until  dawn  all  over  Hopiland,  I know  those  roads  and  all 
their  places  that  cover  this  land. 

Morning  came  and  I went  back  to  leddito,  here  we  were,  we  took  our 
place  with  the  Navajo  PD,  a police  line  of  75  and  escorted  the  Navajo 
families  protesting  the  move,  we  walked  with  them  all  the  way  down 
until  the  boundaries  of  Hopiland  and  there  stood  the  75  BIA  Blue,  we 
met  them  and  did  not  say  a word,  we  stood  toe  to  toe,  looking  past  each 
other.  I thought  here  I stand  for  my  people  and  they  with  me,  but  my 
job  is  to  keep  the  peace  and  those  BIA  boys  were  there  for  that  too. 

You  wouldn't  have  known  it,  it  ended  peacefully,  the  marchers  shouted 
and  made  their  speeches  as  we  stood  there  on  line  face  to  face  with  the 
BIA  PD  from  all  over  Indian  land.  The  protesters  left  and  our  job  was 
done,  but  I can't  help  thinking,  you  my  friend  were  with  me  during  this 
time  and  we  went  home,  home  to  my  wife  and  children  another  day  done.  I 
put  my  uniform  away  and  sat  there.  The  events  of  the  past  few  days 
went  through  my  mind  and  I told  my  wife  a little  and  said  maybe  it  was 
time  to  quit.  I looked  at  her  and  said  I like  my  job  and  looked  out  at 
you,  you  were  fleet  and  strong  and  took  me  there  and  brought  me  home. 
You  have  seen  it  all,  the  accidents,  answering  call  of  fighting  at 
someone's  home,  the  dust,  wind  and  old  roads  from  Tuba  City  to  Torreon, 
from  a strike  at  the  Page  power  plant  to  searches  for  lost  children, 
you  were  there  and  know  all  these  things  that  I have  seen  and 
understand . 

Now  my  friend,  I have  neglected  you,  I brought  you  home  with  me,  all 
these  years  later.  You  are  old  and  battered  and  have  seen  many  battles 
and  you  know  me  well.  Yes,  you  are  the  old  white  Chevy  Blazer,  a 1981 
four  wheel  drive  once  the  Navajo  PD's  but  now  mine.  You  look  tired,  old 
and  broken  down,  you  sat  for  two  weeks  and  rested.  We  are  no  longer 
there  on  the  frontline,  but  we  remember  and  so  I will  get  out  the  tools 
and  see  what  is  ailing  you  my  friend.  My  children  call  you  the  Beast, 
and  so  that  is  now  your  name.  You  and  I have  many  more  days  and  a lot 
more  miles  to  go  before  we  are  done.... 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  19:58:00  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  100 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STJOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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EASTER-TIDE 


In  bough-top  and  in  briar. 
Spring's  hidden  fire 
Leaps  up  with  free  desire. 

Again  earth  feels  the  thrill 
From  hill  to  hill. 

And  youth  must  have  its  will. 

New  strivings  and  new  hopes,  - 

Each  buds  and  opes 

Like  flowers  on  genial  slopes. 

The  sky  is  warm  and  wide,  - 
Life  glorified.  -- 
For  it  is  Easter-tide. 

-CLINTON  SCOLLARD. 


AN  EVENING  OF  SURPRISES. 

On  Monday  afternoon  as  the  weather  was  fine  and  spring  like  it  was 
announced  that  the  races,  which  were  prevented  by  rain  Saturday 
afternoon,  were  to  come  off. 

So  as  soon  as  school  was  out,  great  was  the  hurrying  and  scurrying  to 
get  good  seats  on  the  athletic  field  bleachers,  while  the  racers  were 
dressing  in  the  lightest  running  garb  they  could  put  on  and  be  decent. 
Bare  legs  to  the  knees  and  bare  arms  were  common,  while  black  chintz 
"trouserlets"  and  gauze  shirts  seemed  to  be  the  favorite  uniform  for  the 
runners . 

It  was  to  be  an  inter-class  affair,  and  in  true  relay  fashion. 

First,  Abram  Hill,  Lafayette  John,  lack  Hartley  and  David  Tyndall 
representing  No.  2 school-room  ran  with  Charles  Bent,  Reuben  Shoulder, 
Frank  Whiteeyes  and  Elias  Cekiya  of  No  3.  Number  3 won. 

Then  rooms  4,  5 and  6 lined  up.  Preston  Pohoxiscut,  Uriah  Goodcane, 
Allen  Sword,  Lewis  Whiteshield  for  No.  4;  George  Field,  Edward  Hoag, 

Fred  Hare,  and  Samuel  Decora,  for  No.  5;  Richard  Hendricks,  King  Nephew, 
Peter  Alexander  and  Wm.  Howlingwolf  for  No.  6.  The  latter  room  won; 
time  4 minutes  and  19  seconds  for  the  mile.  They  were  classified  as 
class  3. 

Rooms,  7,  8 and  9 were  classed  as  class  2. 

Thomas  Tiosh,  Randolph  Hill,  Wilson  Charles  and  loseph  Schildt  ran  for 
No.  7;  Lewis  Webster,  loel  Cornelius,  Thaddeus  Redwater  and  Thomas 
Buchanan  ran  for  No.  8;  Frank  Yarlot,  Matthew  Johnson,  John  Kimble  and 
Charles  Cusick  ran  for  No.  9.  No.  7 won;  time  4:10. 

The  last  and  most  interesting  race  was  with  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  - the 


Sophomores,  Juniors  and  Seniors.  Great  was  the  excitement  and  severe 
the  tension  of  the  runners  when  this  class,  designated  as  1,  lined  up  as 
follows:  Nelson  Hare,  David  Johnson,  George  Moore  and  Ralph  King  for 
the  sophomores.  No.  10;  George  Conner,  Guy  Brown,  Frank  Beaver,  Frank 
Campeau,  for  the  Juniors,  No.  11;  Artie  Miller,  Charles  Roberts,  Jacob 
Horne,  and  Isaac  Seneca,  the  Seniros,  class  '00,  No.  12.  The  noble 
Seniors  won;  time  4:01. 

How  do  they  race? 

A line  is  drawn  on  the  track  and  one  from  each  room  making  three 
beginners  stand  with  toe  on  the  mark  and  wait  for  a pistol  shot,  when 
all  start  around  the  track. 

As  soon  as  the  line  is  clear  the  second  runner  from  each  room  toes  the 
mark  and  stands  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  his  colleague  makes  the  round 
and  touches  his  and,  then  the  third,  and  the  fourth  and  so  on.  In  this 
way  each  runner  has  but  a quarter  of  a mile  to  go,  and  by  the  time  the 
four  have  made  the  round  the  mile  is  completed. 

Each  runner  as  he  came  in  was  blanketed  and  hastened  to  his  room  to 
recover  breath  and  put  on  regular  clothing. 

The  races  did  not  last  more  than  a half-hour  and  were  for  practice, 
but  good  wholesome  rivalry  of  classes  made  it  interesting  for 
spectators . 

This  was  the  first  relay  racing,  so  popular  in  colleges,  that  we  have 
experienced  at  home,  but  Mr.  Thompson  promises  that  it  shall  not  be  the 
last . 

What  was  the  second  surprise? 


continued  on  last  page. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price--  10  cents  per  year 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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Major  Pratt  lectured  before  the  boys  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  at  Glen 
Mills,  near  Philadelphia,  last  Tuesday  night,  on  invitation  of  Mr.  Vaux, 
who  lectured  here  last  night. 

We  hear  that  a little  baby  girl  has  come  to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  George,  of  the  Chemawa  School,  Oregon,  former  pupils  of  this 
school.  Mr.  George  is  the  band  leader  there. 

Read  Dr.  Harris'  speech  to  the  graduates.  Every  Indian  man  and  woman 
in  the  land  at  all  able  to  understand  English  should  study  this 
address.  The  definition  to  civilization  as  given  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education  is  profound  in  its  simplicity;  and  his  deep, 
scientific  reasoning  should  be  studied  by  every  person  interested  in 
what  goes  to  make  up  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

That  was  more  than  a gentle  zephyr  on  Wednesday  all  day  to  say  nothing 


of  Tuesday  night,  when  the  rattling  of  tin  roofs,  banging  of  shutters 
and  slamming  of  doors  made  music  not  enjoyed  by  would-be  sleepers. 

Miss  Bourassa,  '90,  is  so  extremely  modest  that  she  speaks  not  of 
herself  or  her  work  at  the  great  Phoenix  school,  Arizona.  "I  am  anxious 
to  help  the  good  work  along,"  she  says  at  the  close  of  an  extremely 
business  note,  forgetting  that  the  best  way  to  help  it  along  would  be  to 
let  our  readers  know  what  she,  a member  of  the  second  class  to  graduate, 
is  doing.  Miss  Bourassa  was  a teacher  with  us  for  some  time. 

Alice  Leeds  who  is  at  the  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  school  says,  "I 
like  our  superintendent.  We  all  do,  but  I miss  the  deal  little  HELPER 
from  our  dear  old  school,  so  I will  send  the  money.  The  roses  are 
almost  ready  to  bloom  here." 

When  it  is  remembered  that  we  do  only  hand  work  in  our  shoe  shop,  and 
that  for  a few  months  each  year  most  of  the  boys  are  working  out  on 
farms,  the  number  of  new  shoes  turned  out  by  these  apprentices,  most  of 
whom  are  exceedingly  new,  is  marvelous. 

Mr.  Morrett  when  asked  how  many  shoes  they  manufacture  on  the  average, 
answered:  "Since  last  April  we  have  made  1392  pairs  of  new  shoes,  and 
repaired  over  2000  pairs."  "Do  you  prepare  your  boys  to  enter  shoe 
factories?"  "No,  we  work  on  different  lines.  I teach  a boy  to  make  an 
entire  shoe,  but  the  men  in  factories  do  not  learn  that,  unless  they 
remain  several  years  and  go  from  machine  to  machine.  If  I had  a very 
little  machinery  I could  make  factory  hands  of  the  Indians  if  that  were 
desirable."  "Is  not  cobbling  a good  branch  of  the  trade?"  "Most 
excellent,  and  my  boys  will  do  better  cobbling  than  a shoe  factory  man 
who  has  not  learned  the  construction  of  a shoe  from  the  very  beginning." 

One  of  the  boys  who  was  anxious  to  go  out  to  work  on  a farm  was  nearly 
a six-footer.  He  wished  to  go  at  once,  and  thought  he  would  see  Miss 
Ely  about  it.  He  stood  by  her  side  looking  away  down  into  her  eyes, 

(she  looking  away  up  into  his  to  get  his  inquiry)  and  said:  "Do  you 
think  you  can  send  me  all  at  once?"  After  surveying  him  from  top  to  toe 
to  conceal  her  amusement  at  his  use  of  the  word  "all"  she  concluded  she 
could  and  the  boy  marched  off  in  high  glee. 

These  officers  were  elected  by  the  Susans  at  a recent  meeting: 
President,  Pasaquala  Anderson;  Vice-president,  Rose  Poodry;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mamie  Ryan,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Emily  Clarke;  Reporter, 
Frances  Harris;  Marshall,  Celinda  King;  Critic,  Sara  Smith;  Treasurer, 
Melinda  Metoxen;  Pianist,  Ida  Swallow. 

The  Carlisle  Opera  house  management  of  the  lights  is  the  worst  we  ever 
saw,  and  we  have  traveled  far  and  near.  To  have  the  stage  brilliantly 
lighted  and  the  audience  room  in  utter  darkness  makes  a very  annoying 
effect.  If  the  actors  knew  how  the  shades  from  the  footlights  fell  on 
their  faces  making  handsome  persons  look  hideous,  they  would  never  come 
to  Carlisle  to  do  their  acting.  The  overhead  lights  are  not  managed 
well,  and  the  audience  lights  worse.  Complaints  of  those  who  have 
attended  the  Brockway  course  from  our  school  have  been  many. 

Arrangements  are  being  completed  for  the  Indian  School  Service 
Institute  to  be  held  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  beginning  Duly  10th, 
which  comes  about  the  same  time  that  the  National  Educational 
Association  is  to  be  in  session.  We  hear  of  several  from  our  school  who 
will  probably  attend  both.  Railroad  rates  will  be  cheaper  than  usual, 
affording  a splendid  chance  to  see  the  land  of  sunshine  and  flowers. 

Chief  Dacob  Russell,  and  ex-Carlisle  student,  Albert  Hensley,  of 
Winnebago  Agency,  Nebr.,  spent  Sunday  at  the  School.  They  had  been  to 
Washington.  Dames  Russell  came  in  from  a farm  to  see  his  father,  and 
after  two  days'  visit  went  back  contentedly  to  his  country  home,  which 
he  says  is  the  best  any  Indian  boy  could  have.  His  father  was  well 
pleased  with  the  manliness  of  his  son,  and  so  were  all  of  Dames'  friends 
at  the  school  pleased  with  his  intelligent  and  business-like  bearing. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Hoopa  Valley  School,  California,  writes  that 
George  Hazlett,  '99,  has  arrived  safely,  and  is  well  received. 


(page  3) 

Dohn  Bakeless  has  gotten  into  his  first  pantaloons  and  feels  himself  a 
big  man. 


We  are  going  to  speak  louder  at  our  monthly  school  exhibitions  after 
this  or  not  at  all. 

Through  our  athletic  sports  we  are  getting  at  the  true  meaning  of  such 
words  as  "grit"  and  "endurance." 

The  first  party  of  country  pupils  captures  two  of  our  best  third  and 
fourth  grade  printers  - Lewis  Webster  and  lames  Miller. 

David  Abraham  has  gone  to  live  in  the  magnificent  Wistar  Morris  home. 
Overbrook,  as  general  assistant  at  all  around  work. 

Miss  Forster  and  Mrs.  Cook  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight;  Misses 
Cutter  and  Hill,  the  Standards;  Misses  Cochran  and  Ericson,  the  Susans. 

Mr.  Harkness  and  his  boys  are  busy  making  some  much  needed  repairs  to 
the  spouting  on  the  large  barn  and  other  buildings  at  the  farm. 

Last  week  our  tailor  shop  made  one  of  its  best  runs,  producing  nearly 
a hundred  pairs  of  well-made  pantaloons,  needed  for  boys  going  to  the 
country. 

John  Uyya  left  for  his  home  in  New  Mexico  this  week.  Hohn  has  been 
with  us  for  many  years  and  leaves  with  the  best  wishes  of  a host  of 
friends . 

One  of  the  buggies  completed  about  commencement  time  was  seen  and 
purchases  by  one  of  our  visitors,  Mr.  George  W.  Miller  of  West  Chester, 
Pa. 

Kitty  nearly  made  a mash  yesterday  at  the  press;  in  trying  to  save  a 
paper  she  caught  her  fingers  in  the  machinery  which  gave  them  more  of  a 
squeeze  than  she  enjoyed. 

The  school  bakery,  managed  entirely  by  Indian  boys,  furnishes  the 
bread  required  by  our  600  students.  The  work  is  heavy  but  they 
generally  succeed  in  giving  us  good  bread. 

After  the  races  the  other  evening,  just  before  the  supper  bell  rang, 
several  of  the  girls  took  the  middle  walk  for  a racing  ground  and 
created  no  little  amusement  for  lookers  on. 

Caleb  Sickles,  '98,  breathed  freely  yesterday,  having  gotten  through 
with  the  Spring  "exams"  at  Dickinson  Preparatory.  We  had  been  fishing 
for  the  cause  of  his  recent  careworn  look. 

Mrs.  Davis  who  ahs  been  sojourning  with  us  since  before  Commencement 
received  an  appointment  for  a position  in  the  Keshena,  Wisconsin,  Indian 
School  and  has  left,  taking  her  little  daughter  Olivia  with  her. 

Ignacio  Costo  has  gone  back  to  his  home  in  California.  He  hurt  his 
ankle  some  time  ago,  and  a scrofulous  swelling  developed  from  which  he 
has  not  been  able  to  recover.  Ignacio  has  made  many  friends  at  Carlisle 
who  regret  to  see  him  leave,  and  who  wish  him  well. 

The  large  water  tanks  made  of  wood  used  for  heating  bath  water  at  the 
large  boys'  quarters,  became  worn  out  and  needed  to  be  replaced.  Steel 
plates  and  other  material  were  purchased  and  Mr.  Weber  and  his  boys  have 
about  completed  two  large  tanks  made  of  quarter  inch  steel,  in  a first 
class  manner.  To  the  boys  it  has  been  very  useful  and  instructive 
work.  To  Mr.  Weber  almost  a pastime,  being  akin  to  his  special  trade  of 
boiler-making. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  will  spend  her  Easter  vacation  from  Wilson 
College,  at  the  home  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  William  A. 
Hones  and  Mrs.  Hones,  Washington,  D.C.,  a guest  of  their  daughter.  Miss 
Agnes . 

Kendall  Pauli,  '99,  spent  a very  happy  fortnight  with  friends  in 
Washington,  and  he  has  now  gone  to  Philadelphia  as  a short  hand  student 
in  one  of  the  best  schools  of  the  city  --Banks.  He  will  work  for  his 
board  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wistar  Morris,  Overbrook,  and  go  in  and  out 
daily. 

We  learn  as  we  go  to  press  on  Thursday  evening  that  Mr.  George  Vaux  of 
Philadelphia,  is  to  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  "Glaciers  and 
glacier  region  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,"  with  slides  made  by 
Mr.  Vaux  himself.  We  anticipate  a rare  treat. 

Good  Friday  - a legal  holiday  in  Pennsylvania,  but  although  we  are  in 
Pennsylvania  we  are  not  OF  the  State  and  are  governed  by  the  United 
States  Indian  school  regulations,  which  do  not  designate  the  day  to  be 
specially  observed.  They  provide  that  no  holidays  other  than  those 
named  shall  be  observed. 


Through  force  of  habit,  after  being  excused  from  his  school  room  the 

other  day,  John  Warren  on  returning  went  into  the  old  room  he  loved  so 

well  - No.  11,  and  from  which  he  has  recently  been  promoted  to  the 
Senior  class.  Of  course,  the  laugh  was  on  John,  but  then  he  was  in  deep 
metaphysical  meditation,  and  did  not  mind. 

It  required  more  than  two  coaches  to  carry  the  113  boys  to  country 
homes  today.  They  are  a happy  set  and  ready  for  the  work  and  the 
manhood  they  will  find  in  hard  experiences.  They  will  come  back 
rough-handed,  clear-eyed,  good  complexioned  and  independent,  having 
money  in  bank  (if  they  do  not  spend  more  than  they  should.) 

Before  it  was  packed  away,  everybody  should  have  seen  that  handsome 

set  of  double  harness  purchased  by  George  Conner.  All  the  harness  boys 
had  a hand  on  it,  but  George  did  most  of  the  work.  It  is  a double 
breast-collar  harness.  Not  many  of  them  are  seen.  It  has  English 
Silver  Swedge  mounting,  and  bears  the  monogram  in  silver  of  G.B.C.  Mr. 
Kemp  has  a right  to  feel  proud  of  such  work. 

The  transposition  of  two  letters  in  a word  often  times  brings  out  a 
ridiculous  meaning.  Some  of  our  boys  and  girls  write  g-r-i-1  for  girl. 
Now  to  grill  is  to  broil  on  a gridiron.  The  other  day  a boy  was  asked 
to  write  the  definition  of  an  angle.  He  had  just  come  from  the  art 
class.  He  consulted  his  dictionary  and  wrote  that  an  angle  was  a divine 
messenger . 

The  laundry  girls  rise  to  the  occasion  in  an  emergency.  Last 
Wednesday's  details  proved  themselves  more  capable  workers,  when  asked 
to  assist  in  getting  country  boys'  clothes  out.  Blanche  McLaughlin 
finished  187  round  collars  at  the  collar  ironer  in  the  forenoon  and 
Lillie  Cornelius  ironed  170  white  shirts  on  the  same  ironer  in  the 
afternoon,  being  kept  busy  by  fifteen  diligent  workers. 

The  time  was  when  our  girls  did  not  like  to  wear  the  girls'  shoes  made 
in  our  home  shop,  but  now  they  prefer  them  to  the  cheap  store-shoe,  and 
they  wear  three  times  as  long. 
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From  1st  page. 


For  some  good  reason  the  monthly  exhibition  was  announced  for  Monday 
evening.  This  entertainment  so  much  enjoyed  by  the  student  body, 
usually  comes  Thursday  evenings. 

The  pupils  for  the  most  part  like  to  declaim  and  give  recitations,  and 
the  others  are  interested  in  their  modest  efforts.  We  like  the  Band  and 
singing  of  these  entertainments,  and  the  piano  playing  and  the  tableaux. 

Then  as  a little  between  surprise,  the  Band  on  its  way  over  to 
Assembly  Hall  stopped  on  the  band-stand  and  played  that  beautiful  medley 
of  old  familiar  tunes  composed  by  Beyer.  The  older  portion  of  the 
population  particularly  enjoy  this  selection,  for  those  are  the  songs 
they  sang  in  youth,  and  the  memory  of  old  associations  adds  to  the  charm 
of  the  excellent  music. 

The  biggest  surprise  of  all  was  when  Major  Pratt  arose  after  the 
entertainment,  to  say  a few  words  after  these  exhibitions,  he  would  do 
his  part.  We  did  not  expect  more  than  a sentence  or  two,  under  the 
circumstances,  but  he  warmed  and  sent  out  such  a volley  of  shot  that 
every  one  in  the  hall  was  hit  with  the  force  of  the  truths  uttered. 

Some  of  the  Bullets. 

During  the  evening,  lohn  Garrick  the  Henry  Clay  of  Carlisle,  had  made 
a telling  address  upon  the  Indian  question.  Major  referred  to  this  in 
terms  which  showed  complete  satisfaction,  and  then  he  called  attention 
to  Dr.  Harris'  splendid  dissertation  before  the  graduates  on 
Commencement  Day.  He  would  have  every  student  thoughtfully  read  this 
address  of  the  United  States  commissioner  of  Education  which  is 
published  in  the  Red  Man  with  Commencement  proceedings.  Major  Pratt 
thinks  the  following  paragraph  from  Dr.  Harris'  speech  one  of  the 
grandest  truths  ever  uttered: 

"If  we  cannot  come  into  contact  with  lower  civilizations  without 


bringing  extermination  to  them  we  are  still  far  from  the  goal.  It  must 
be  our  great  object  to  improve  our  institutions  until  we  can  bring 
blessings  to  lower  peoples  and  set  them  on  a road  to  rapid  progress.  We 
must  take  in  hand  their  education.  We  must  emancipate  them  from  tribal 
forms  and  usages  and  train  them  into  productive  industry.  We  must  take 
them  out  of  the  form  of  civilization  that  rests  on  tradition  and  mere 
external  authority  and  substitute  for  it  a civilization  of  the  printed 
page  which  governs  by  public  opinion  and  by  insight  rather  than  mere 
authority. 

SUCH  A CIVILIZATION  WE  HAVE  A RIGHT  TO  ENFORCE  ON  THIS  EARTH. 

We  have  a right  to  work  for  the  enlightenment  of  all  peoples  and  to 
give  our  aid  to  lift  them  into  local  self-government.  But  local 
self-government  can  not  exist  where  there  is  no  basis  of  productive 
industry  nor  book  learning. 

Here  we  have  the  answer  to  our  question:  What  is  the  right  one 
civilization  has  to  substitute  itself  in  the  place  of  another  form  of 
civilization  already  existing? 

The  Major  felt  gratitude  that  out  of  140  of  our  students  who  are 
entitled  to  go  home  this  summer,  over  100  have  expressed  a desire  to 
remain  longer  away  from  the  tribe.  We  never  can  succeed  without  making 
some  sacrifices.  It  takes  blood.  Every  time  it  takes  blood! 

Our  soldiers  in  Manila  who  number  a few  thousand  are  moving  forward 
against  a foe  that  numbers  many  millions.  It  takes  blood.  It  may  not 
take  blood  unto  death  here  at  Carlisle  to  move  forward  and  accomplish 
the  great  purpose  for  which  we  came,  but  it  takes  the  blood  of  truth  and 
righteousness . 

Along  with  our  acting  we  have  to  learn  to  speak,  and  to  speak  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  and  felt.  Suppose  that  there  were  one  Indian  in 
every  State  in  our  Union  who  was  clothed  with  the  power  necessary  to  be 

heard  and  seen  and  felt,  and  if  he  exercised  that  power,  all  the  while 

doing  his  part  as  a MAN,  the  Indian  would  soon  be  classed  with  the  rest 

of  us. 

The  Indian  will  be  wanted  to  exactly  what  he  is  worth.  If  the  very 
best  farmer  in  every  State  in  the  Union  were  an  Indian  how  long  would  it 
be  before  the  Indian  would  stand  among  the  first  people  of  the  land? 

The  Major  dwelt  upon  what  he  considered  a vital  truth  uttered  by  Dr. 
Wile  at  the  last  Sunday  afternoon  service: 

"If  we  want  a thing  we  shall  know  all  about  it." 

When  we  really  want  something  we  stick  to  it  till  we  get  it.  Whatever 
line  of  life  we  choose  he  would  have  us  endeavor  to  be  the  BEST  in  that 
line . 


A missionary  expresses  the  opinion  that  Indian  parents  give  their 
children  a wholesome  letting  alone,  which  tends  to  develop  their 
individuality. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  5,  4,  3,  9 is  not  gentle. 

My  8,  6,  7 is  a word  which  if  we  feel  the  spirit  of  strongly  enough 
will  enable  us  to  do  almost  anything. 

My  2,  1,  6,  5 is  where  vacation  is  just  now. 

My  whole  is  what  a fellow  must  have  if  he  expects  to  win  in  any  race, 
whether  it  be  running  or  in  intellectual  pursuits. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Snow  again. 
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"RE : Poem:  Little  Things"  
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From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@RO.COM> 
Subj : little  things 


that  little  thing 
sitting  oven  in  the  corner 
with  her  ladle  and  cookpot 
her  pen 
weapon  of  war 

could  grind  her  up  and  spit  her  out 
the  little  woman 
of  big  words 

little  woman  of  quiet  action 

she  is  awfully  small 

too  quiet  and  soft 

dresses  too  fancy 

kind  of  light  don't  ya  think 

doesn't  know  the  same  voices  and  names 

i know 

and  doesn't  say  it  the  way 
well  not  the  way  i would 
go  ahead  drown  her  out 
with  louder  words 
actions  that  look  bigger 
she's  a gramma  you  know 
she  was  at  oka 
they  say 
at  wounded  knee 
at  point  concepcion 

(does  anyone  even  remember  point  concepcion) 

at  big  mountain 

she  was  the  quiet  one 

i think  she  cooked  a lot 

she  is  a new  mom 

writing  letters  to  her  congressman 

feeding  her  people  in  the  food  line  downtown 

trying  to  learn  the  language  her  parents 

tried  to  forget  and  teaching 

a little  sister 

learning  to  speak  out 

of  the 

truth  of  thanksgiving 
to  her  second  grade  class 
she  is 

an  infant  crying  her  first  breath 
she  is  strong  of  heart 
and  sometimes  weak  with  tears 
and  weak  in  body 

sometimes  she  cries  out  for  a vision 

the  horrors  that  her  people  have  suffered 

oh  don't  let  me  ever  forget 

the  many  faces  gone  before 

and  that  some  have  made  her  suffer  for 

and  all  that  comes  is  the  gray  dark  haze 

of  pollution  over  the  city 

and  it  is  good  because  gray  is  still  within 

the  cloak  of  the  earth 

that  little  thing 

sitting  over  in  the  corner 

with  her  ladle  and  cookpot 

her  pen 

nokwisa-1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 


Date:  Thu,  1 Apr  99  03:51:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  13-19 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

13 

If  you  want  to  hear  the  secret  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani, 
you  must  first  learn  to  listen. 

14 

In  your  time  upon  this  earth,  remember  to  walk  with  dignity. 

15 

Whale  song  calls  me  in  my  dreams. 

16 

The  luminescence  of  the  ocean  at  night  glows  like  Pele's  fire 
upon  the  sands. 

17 

The  land  is  perpetuated  in  life. 

18 

Whisper  to  the  wind  your  secret  longings. 

19 

The  blossoms  of  the  shower  tree  form  a golden  lace  upon  the  green  grass. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Apr  1999  18:35:47  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Subj:  #0008 


Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0008 

Vechet's  Food  for  Thought 
The  struggle  for  the  Sacred  Paha  Sapa 

Black  Hills,  South  Dakota  that  is  or  Black  Hills  "Gold"  for  many. 

A lot  of  us  know  about  the  Battle  of  little  Big  Horn  but  do  we  know  what 
started  it?  Custer  did,  he  defied  the  treaty  and  illegally  scouted  for  gold 
in  which  he  found,  then  miners  poured  in  to  the  Black  Hills  by  the 
thousands,  not  only  was  this  a sacred  place  to  the  Sioux  but  this  land  was 
protected  by  a treaty,  but  the  gold  rush  began  disregarding  the  law.  Red 
Cloud  asked  the  U.S  government  to  honor  the  treaty  and  evict  the  miners  that 
were  swarming  the  land  of  his  people.  The  white  miners  counter  sued,  asking 
the  U.S  government  to  evict  the  Sioux  from  their  homelands.  In  the  treaty  is 
said  this  land  was  promised  to  the  Sioux  "absolute  and  undisturbed  use  and 
occupation".  If  I remember  right  it  stated,  "This  land  is  Inidan  nation  as 
long  as  the  sky  is  blue,  the  grass  is  green  and  the  winds  blew"  meaning 
forever,  but  the  government  offered  to  buy  the  land  for  6 million  dollars, 
it  was  refused!  Red  Cloud  said  , "sixty  million"!  It  was  refused  and  a order 
by  president  Grant  was  issued  stating  all  Indians  in  the  region  go  to  their 
assigned  agencies  by  January  31,  1876,  or  they  will  considered  hostile  and 
treated  as  such!  The  idea  was  to  make  the  Sioux  submit  by  putting  them  in 
these  deplorable  conditions  until  they  would  sell  the  land.  Basically  starve 
them  into  submission.  The  government  was  not  honoring  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Laramie,  and  now  was  talking  war  if  people  did  not  go  to  the  reservations . 

No  wonder  so  much  confusion  in  these  days,  Indians  were  shown  a paper  to  say 
that  land  belonged  to  others  and  "No  Trespassing",  so  when  they  had  a signed 


treaty  from  the  U.S  government  saying  this  was  their  land  was  theirs  they 
thought  the  same  applied,  but  the  government  changes  laws  to  suit  them  at  no 
expense,  they  call  them  loop  holes!  So  some  went  onto  designated 
reservations  and  many  of  the  men  did  not,  they  formed  together  with  Crazy 
Horse  to  fight  this  injustice,  estimate  at  around  1000  united  Indians  came 
together  to  fight  Custer  and  we  know  Custer  and  his  men  were  defeated  and 
many  killed  at  the  Little  Big  Horn.  I'd  like  to  think  other  than  the 
invasion  of  the  Black  Hills  that  Custer  was  killed  for  invading  Washita 
River  in  1868  when  Black  Kettle  and  his  wife  were  shot  down  trying  to  fly  a 
"white"  flag  in  those  times  meaning  peaceful  Indians.  Dust  as  the  Sand  Creek 
MASSACRE  in  1864  it  was  over  gold  and  also  protected  under  treaties,  but  500 
unarmed  women,  children  and  elderly  men  were  unnecessarily  killed  even  though 
the  government  gave  them  peace  protection!  I'd  like  to  note  that  White 
Antelope  at  the  Sand  Creek  massacre  was  shot,  scalped  and  his  nose,  ears  and 
testicles  were  cut  off  by  a "civilized"  government.  The  people  of  Colorado 
believe  that  extermination  of  all  Indians  was  good  policy. 

This  happened  over  130+  years  ago,  why  is  it  I feel  so  enraged  like 
it  happened  yesterday!  Like  Red  Cloud  said,  " why  is  it  you  pretend  to 
negotiate  land  that  you  intend  to  take  by  force"! 

I wrote  this  because  I didn't  know  so  many  people  died  for  gold,  but 
it  wasn't  the  gold  the  Indians  wanted  it  was  the  land  "given"  to  them  by 
law,  but  they  had  to  enforce  it!  Like  Andrew  Dackson  said  "enforce  your  own 
law'!  But  he  said  that  to  his  own  United  states  government.  I truely  believe 
the  U.S  government  needs  to  pay  that  60  million  dollars  to  the  people  of 
South  Dakota  or  be  held  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  so  many.  My  last 
article  was  on  Kosovo  same  situation  the  Native  Americans  went  through  only 
difference  is  they  fought  back  and  are  still  fighting,  the  longest  war  ever 
exceeding  500  years  and  cheapest  as  far  as  money  but  more  Indians  have  died 
fighting  for  their  right  to  be!  Am  I the  only  one  who  is  so  enraged  by  the 
injustice  or  is  my  spirit  that  of  a warrior? 

True  History: 

More  people  are  killed  by  religion  wars  than  all  the  wars  put  together. 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  5 April  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  31  Mar  1999  15:26:41  EST5EDT 
From:  "Carmen  Shuler"  <shulerc@gactr . uga . edu> 

Subj:  PSA  for  : Wotanging  Ikche--nanews 

Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian  Festival 
April  17  at  Sandy  Creek  Park 
Athens,  Georgia 

Doin  the  Native  American  Cultural  Society  in  beginning  a Native 
American  tradition  in  Athens.  The  Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian 
Festival  will  honor  tribal  traditions  and  teachings.  Don't  miss  this 
of  fun-filled  day  of  rich  cultural  education  for  the  everyone. 

*Exhibition  dancers  in  authentic  regalia,  friendship,  speciality,  and 
inter-tribal  dances 
^Traditional  music 

*Story  telling,  poetry,  educational  speakers 
^Primitive  skills  demonstrations 

^Native  American  stick  ball  demonstrations  (UGA  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team) 
^Native  arts,  crafts,  and  foods 
Saturday,  April  17  (10:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.)  at  Sandy  Creek  Park, 

Athens,  Georgia. 

Admission  $3.00  (children  under  3 and  seniors  65  and  older  free). 

Call  706-543-8425  for  more  information. 


Date:  Fri,  2 Apr  1999  12:38:29  -0600 

From:  Northen  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Subj : To  All  who  are  Concerned 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

On  April  15,  1999,  the  Northern  Plains  Language  Committee  is  sponsoring 
another  Tribal  Language  gathering  at  Black  Hills  State  University 
beginning  at  10  am  at  Cook  Gym  on  the  University  Campus.  The  gathering 
will  go  until  5pm  with  the  closing  ceremonies.  Lunch  will  be  served  to 
all  participants.  On  the  agenda  are  Lakota  Immersion  program.  Language 
Legislation  and  Camps,  Curriculum  Development  and  upcoming  Conference 
Planning  and  a special  panel  discussion  on  Lakota  Orthography  and 
Instruction.  If  you  wish  to  attend,  please  call  the  Center  of  Indian 
Studies  at  605-642-6578  and  if  you  want  to  make  reservations  for  an 
overnight  stay  you  can  ask  for  the  motel  phone  number  where  gathering 
participants  will  stay. 

################################### 

To  All  Those  Concerned  Pow-wower's 

Dennis  Bercier  who  is  now  a North  Dakota  State  Senator  from  Belcourt  and 
also  is  a pow-wow  person.  Many  of  us  remember  him  as  a Arena  Director  or 
Singing  at  a drum. 

Recently,  our  friend  has  gone  thru  serious  surgery  for  a marrow  bone 
transplant  and  is  in  good  condition  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  Medical 
Center  in  Omaha. 

Dennis  has  non-Hodgkin's  Lymphoma,  a form  of  cancer  contracted  from  agent 
orange  while  serving  in  Vietnam.  Since,  he  has  been  undergoing 
chemotherapy  and  is  doing  well. 

We  ask  all  friends  and  pow-wow  people  who  at  one  time  or  another  who  had 
the  opportunity  to  meet  Senator  Bercier  to  say  a prayer  or  offer  tobacco 
so  he  may  have  strength  and  be  with  us  again  at  pow-wows  besides  being  at 
the  State  Capitol  in  Bismarck. 

Thanks  to  all  who  have  answered  this  call  and  if  you  wish  to  send  him  a 
card  or  words  of  encouragement  you  can  write  to  the  University  of  Nebraska 
Medical  Center,  Omaha.  I am  sure  it  will  get  to  him. 


Date:  Mon,  5 Apr  1999  14:03:14  -0500 

From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Events  upcoming 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Leech  Lake  Twin  Cities  Enrollees 

Please  attend  an  informational  meeting  with  the  entire  Leech  Lake  Tribal 
Council . 

Date:  Saturday,  April  10,  1999 

Where:  Minneapolis  American  Indian  Center  (Auditorium) 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Time:  2:00  - 4:00p.m. 

Come  and  meet  the  Tribal  Council: 

Eli  Hunt  - Chairman 

Linda  Dohnston  - Secretary-Treasurer 

Pete  White  - District  I 

Lyman  Losh  - District  II 

Rich  Robinson  - District  III 

Meet  the  new  Leech  Lake  Executive  Director-Bruce  Baird 
Deputy  Directors  - Lenore  Barsness  and  Dee  Fairbanks 
Emergency  Assistance  Director  - George  Goggleye 

1.  Tribal  Chairman's  State  of  the  Band  Address 

2.  New  initiative  for  Leech  Lake 

3.  Update  on  the  Northern  Lights  Expansion  Project 


Date:  Mon,  05  Apr  1999  11:22:17  PDT 

From:  "Yael  Grauer"  <starlightdove@hotmail.com> 

Subj:  april  30th  vigil/the  u'wa  resistance 


I'm  organizing  a vigil  from  noon  to  1 PM  on  the  30th  of  April  for  the 


U'wa  people  and  also  in  remembrance  of  the  3 activists  that  were  killed 
in  Colombia .. .We  will  vigil  in  front  of  the  Consulate  building  on  500  N. 
Michigan  Avenue  in  Chicago. 

It's  during  a stockholder  meeting  I believe  and  there  are  going  to  be 
vigils  around  the  country. 

I'm  looking  into  possible  dates  for  a work  day  at  the  Autonomous  Zone 
(2012  W.  Chicago  Ave.)  to  make  signs  and  fliers  and  finish  up  media 
work,  as  well  as  writing  letters  to  send  to  the  consul  in  Chicago, 

Carlos  Alfonso  Negret.  Right  now  the  best  days  look  like  the  17th 
during  the  day  after  Food  Not  Bombs  (or  maybe  we'll  start  after  we 
finish  cooking  while  some  people  are  serving,  and  the  people  serving 
could  join  us  when  they're  done)  or  Sunday  the  25th  after  Food  Not  Bombs 
is  done  serving/cleaning  (around  3 or  4). 

I will  fwd.  more  info  as  soon  as  I get  the  info  packet  from  RAN  and  get 
the  logistical  stuff  taken  care  of. 

I am  best  reached  by  e-mail  because  there  are  11  of  us  sharing  one 
phone,  but  for  more  info,  feel  free  to  call  anyway.  847/599-3010  or 
847/662-9631. 
yael 

http : //www . ran . or g/info_c enter/ aa/ uwa_update . html 
http : //www. ran . org/ran_campaigns/beyond_oil/terry . html 
here's  some  info  from  the  RAN  web  page: 

The  sustained  U'wa  resistance  on  the  ground  and  swelling  of 
international  support  have  paralyzed  the  2-billion  barrel  Samore'  oil 
project  which  California-based  Occidental  Petroleum  hopes  to  push 
forward  in  Colombian  rainforest.  The  U'wa,  a traditional  people 
numbering  some  5,000,  are  adamantly  opposed  to  the  project  and  have 
threatened  to  commit  collective  suicide  if  Occidental  moves  forward  with 
oil  drilling.  Once  again  in  December  1998,  the  U'wa  people  reaffirmed 
their  opposition  to  oil  development  on  their  traditional  territory 
through  a communique  released  following  their  fifth  Congress.  "More  than 
one  thousand  times  in  more  than  one  thousand  distinct  forms  we  have  told 
the  white  man  that  the  Earth  is  our  mother,  that  we  cannot  sell  her,  but 
it  appears  that  he  does  not  have  the  ability  to  understand...." 

The  U'wa's  position  has  gained  additional  support  in  Colombia 
in  recent  months.  On  the  25  of  October,  1998,  the  Presidents  of  28 
farming  unions  from  the  surrounding  Sarare  area  unanimously  declared, 

"We  are  not  in  agreement,  we  will  not  help,  nor  share  in  the  project  of 
oil  exploration  or  exploitation  within  the  Samore'  block...  To  let  this 
project  go  forward  would  be  to  take  part  in  the  destruction  of  our 
ecosystem  that  is  fragile..." 

For  Occidental's  part,  the  company  continues  with  plans  to 
drill,  even  if  against  the  will  of  the  U'wa  people.  While  the  company 
relinquished  75  percent  of  the  oil  block  last  year,  in  the  final  quarter 
of  1998  the  company  also  submitted  its  environmental  impact  report  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  for  exploration  drilling  in  the  last  25 
percent  which  falls  within  the  U'wa's  ancestral  territory.  While  the 
government  is  expected  to  approve  the  report,  giving  a green  light  to 
the  project,  the  new  Pastrana  administration  also  appears  to  be  more 
open  to  a meaningful  dialogue  with  the  U'wa  to  resolve  this  protracted 
conflict.  Both  the  U'wa  and  the  Colombian  government  are  still  engaged 
in  a third  party  resolution  process  being  spearheaded  by  the 
Organization  of  American  States  (OAS).  Occidental,  on  the  other  hand, 
remains  in  violation  of  the  OAS's  first  recommendation  for 
resolution  issued  more  than  a year  ago  and  which  calls  on  the  oil 
company  to  suspend  all  operations  during  the  mediation  process. 

The  U'wa  struggle  is  at  a crucial  phase  where  any  exploration 
activity  within  the  Samore  block  could  ruin  the  fragile  environment  of 
mutual  trust  and  understanding  that  is  beginning  to  be  built  between  the 
U'wa  and  the  Colombian  government. 

forwarding  this  to  some  people  who  are  far,  far  away  from  Chicago  for 
three  reasons:  1)  to  spread  the  word  about  the  U'wa  2)  to  let  you  know 
what  i'm  up  to  3)  maybe  you  can  set  up  a vigil  in  your  state/country,  or 
maybe  you  have  chicago-an  friends  you  can  fwd  this  to 
-PLEASE  FORWARD- 


Date:  Fri,  2 Apr  1999  02:27:31  EST 
Subj : More  Alabama  Spring  events 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 


MORE  ALABAMA  SPRING  EVENTS 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  are  of  non-Native  origin,  but  contain  elements  or 
activities  that  may  still  be  of  interest  to  a number  of  people.  Such  events 
will  be  marked  with  the  following  symbol:  <**>. 

Note  II:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  this  newsletter:  AD  - 
Arena  Director;  HL  - Head  Lady;  HM  - Head  Man;  HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer; 

HS  - Head  Singer;  HV  - Head  Veteran;  HD  - Head  Drum;  ND  - Northern  Drum; 

SD  - Southern  Drum;  ST  - Story  Teller;  FP  - Flute  Player;  CG  - Color  Guard; 
WS  - Warrior  Society;  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies. 

A listing  followed  by  (#)  indicates  an  event  or  sponsor  that  has  a 
reputation  for  cancellations  or  date  changes,  so  be  sure  to  call  ahead  & 
double-check  in  these  instances. 

April  3 <**>:  Annual  Wildflower  Garden  Tour  & Plant  Sale,  Sportsman  Lake 
Park,  Cullman.  A wildflower  walking  tour  of  native  plants,  shrubs  & trees; 
encompassing  a bog  garden,  fern  glade,  trillium  trail  & other  woodland 
flora.  A wide  variety  of  plants,  including  ferns,  trillium,  cardinal 
flowers,  bloodroot,  & more,  will  be  offered  for  sale.  [9am-2pm;  no 
admission  charge]  Info:  Nona  Moon  (256)  734-4281. 

April  9-11  <**>:  Batson  Blade  Symposium,  Tannehill  Ironworks  State 
Historical  Park,  McCalla.  An  event  featuring  premier  knifemakers  from  all 
over  the  country,  sponsored  by  the  Alabama  Forge  Council.  Demonstrations, 
workshops  & sale  of  handcrafted  knives.  Friday  & Saturday,  8am-5pm  (public 
show  & sale  on  Sat.  lpm-5pm);  Sunday,  8am-noon.  [Admission  charged] 

Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

April  16-17  <**>:  Alabama  Crawfish  Festival,  at  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  80 
& AL  Hwy.  25,  Faunsdale.  Experience  crawfish  cooked  10  differnt  ways! 

Also,  arts  & crafts,  children's  activities,  live  music.  [10am-midnight, 
admission  charged]  Info:  John's  Faunsdale  Bar  & Grill,  PO  Box  218, 
Faunsdale,  AL  36738  (334)  628-3240,  or  Faunsdale  City  Hall  (334)  628-4871. 
April  16-18:  Dance  of  the  New  Spring  Moon  Pow  Wow,  US  Hwy.  411,  5.5  miles 
north  of  downtown  Gadsden,  next  to  Gaston  School.  Educational  gathering 
with  Cherokee  performers,  crafters,  demonstrators,  storytellers,  etc. 
[10am-sundown,  admission  charged]  Info:  Jeanette  Pike,  90  Walnut  St., 
Gadsden,  AL  35901  (256)  549-0351.  (#)  April  16-18  <**>:  Spring  Plant  Sale, 
Huntsville-Madison  Co.  Botanical  Garden,  4747  Bob  Wallace  Ave.,  Huntsville. 
Benefit  sale  of  annuals,  perennials,  herbs,  water  plants,  ferns,  heirloom 
plants  & garden  accesories.  Sponsored  by  the  Garden  Guild. 

Friday  & Saturday,  9am-5pm;  Sunday  lpm-5pm.  [No  admission  charge] 

Info:  (256)  830-4447. 

April  20-23  <**>:  Spring  Folklore  Festival,  Tannehill  Ironworks  State 
Historical  Park,  McCalla.  Demonstration  & sale  of  old  crafts,  such  as 
pottery  making,  quilting,  wood  carving,  basket  making,  & more. 

[9am-2pm,  admission  charged]  Info:  Vicki  Gentry  (205)  477-5711. 

April  24-25  <**>:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot, 

Tannehill  Ironworks  State  Historical  Park,  McCalla.  Saturday,  8am-5pm; 
Sunday,  8am-2pm.  [Admission  charged,  benefits  go  to  Children's 
Hospital]  Info:  Helon  Riggins,  12632  Confederate  Parkway,  McCalla, 

AL  35111  (205)  477-5711. 

May  1-2:  Bridgeport  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument.  [10am-4pm,  no  admission  charged]  Info:  Jan  Newman, 

Route  1,  Box  175,  Bridgeport,  AL  35740  (256)  495-2672. 

May  1-2:  Huntsvill  Spring  Fling,  at  Limestone  Zoological  Park,  Harvest. 
Featuring  animals,  food.  Native  American  dance,  shows.  [llam-6pm; 
admission  charged]  Info:  Jim  Case  30193  Nick  Davis  Road,  Harvest, 

AL  35759  (256)  230-0330. 

May  6-8:  Southeastern  Indian  Cultural  Festival,  at  the  Anniston 
Museum  of  Natural  History.  Traditional  dance,  storytelling,  life 
skills,  craft  demonstrations,  living  history,  encampment,  primitive 
skills,  etc.  Thursday  & Friday,  9am-3pm;  Saturday,  9am-5pm. 

[Admission  charged]  Info:  Lisa  Worsham,  PO  Box  1587,  Anniston,  AL 


36202  (256)  237-6766. 

May  8 <**>:  Old  Alabama  Town's  Herb  Day,  301  Coumbus  St., 

Montgomery.  Specialty  workshops  & exhibitors  of  herbs  & herb  products, 
plus  lunch  & music.  [9am-3pm,  admission  charged]  Info:  Stephanie 
Fulton,  301  Columbus  St.,  Montgomery,  AL  36104  (888)  240-1850  or 
(334)  240-4500. 


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:20:00  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Florida  & Georgia  Spring  Update 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest  in  Georgia  & Florida 


Note:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  describing  events:  AD  - 
Arena  Director,  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer, 

HS  - Head  Singer,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller, 

GO  - Gates  Open,  GE  - Grand  Entry. 

Florida  Events 

Apr.  9-11:  Native  American  Indian  Festival,  an  old-fashioned  tribal 
gathering.  Forest  Capital  Park,  Perry.  Info:  Ann  Cannon  (850)  584-2874. 

Apr.  16-18:  Ormond  Beach  American  Indian  Festival,  Casement  Center, 

Ormond  Beach.  Info:  Dim  Sawgrass  (904)  756-7900. 

May  7-9:  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  Withlacoochee  River  Park,  Dade  City. 

Info:  (352)  583-3388. 

May  28-30:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Summerfield.  Info:  Lisel 
Cummings  (352)  245-2778. 

May  28-31:  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Ongoing:  AH-TAH-THI-KI  Museum  of  Seminole  History  & Culture, located  on 
the  Big  Cypress  Reservation  near  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  & Big  Cypress 
Campground,  60  miles  west  of  Ft.  Lauderdale.  Exhibits  & attractions 
include:  artifacts,  a Living  Seminole  Village,  boardwalk  nature  trails  into 
the  Big  Cypress  swamp,  5-screen  history  films,  interactive  computers,  and 
educational  tours.  Info:  AH-TAH-THI-KI  Museum,  HC-61,  Box  21-A,  Clewiston, 
FL  33440.  (941)  902-1113,  museum@semtribe.com,  www.seminoletribe.com/museum 

Georgia  Events 

Apr.  9-11:  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Tyus.  [South  of 
Carrollton,  & slightly  west  of  Roopville]  HM:  Pokey  Washington; 

HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart;  HG:  Chuck  Powell;  HS:  Monsengour 
Dohnson;  FP:  Larry  Campbell;  ST:  Billie  Tucker;  MC:  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith; 
AD:  Buck  Tucker.  Admission:  $3.00  adults;  $1.00  all  students  & seniors 
over  60.  FRIDAY  IS  FREE  FOR  ALL  STUDENTS,  INCLUDING  COLLEGE  STUDENTS! 
On-site  camping,  with  showers,  is  available. 

Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  S.  College  Hall  Road,  Carrollton, 

GA  30117  (770)  838-0508.  Schedule:  GE  - 3pm  Friday,  noon  Saturday, 
noon  Sunday;  Gourd  Dancing,  10am  Saturday;  Trader's  Round  Robin  on 
Saturday  night,  open  to  the  public. 

Info:  Bob  & Linda  Crowe  (770)  258-1536  or  Gary  & Danet  Smith  (770) 

528-9197. 

Proceeds  from  this  pow  wow  benefit  Native  American  Elders. 

Apr.  17:  Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian  Festival,  Sandy  Creek  Park, 

Athens.  Info:  (706)  543-8425  or  (706)  369-9010. 

Apr.  24-25:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  All 
dancers  welcome.  Camping  is  available.  Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  304-9107  or 
katinsal@aol . com . 

May  7-8:  Augusta  Pow  Wow,  Linwood  Hayne  Boy  Scout  Camp,  Hwy.  56, 

Augusta.  Info:  Billy  Medeiros  (706)  771-1221  or  krazywilly@mindspring.com. 
May  7-9:  Cherokee  County  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Bolling  Park, 

Canton.  Info:  (770)  735-6275. 

May  14-16:  Chehaw  National  Indian  Festival,  Albany.  Note:  this  event  may 


have  been  cancelled  for  1999.  Info:  Marvin  Bannister  (912)  436-1625  or 
marvinbb@surf south . com . 


Please  Note:  These  listings  are  compiled  with  the  intent  to  share 
them  with  as  many  people  as  possible.  Please  feel  free  to  make 
copies  and  pass  them  on.  These  listings  usually  concentrate  primarily 
on  Native  American  events,  but  sometimes  I include  events  of  more 
general  interest.  If  you  have  an  event  to  list,  or  would  like  to  have 
your  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  mailing  list,  please  send  an 
e-mail  with  your  request  to  wanige@aol.com. 

For  more  information  on  Alabama  events  you  may  contact  the  Alabama 
Bureau  of  Tourism  at  1-800-ALABAMA.  For  information  pertaining  to 
Alabama's  state  recognized  tribes,  contact  Alabama  Indian  Affairs 
Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
1-800-436-8261  or  (334)  242-2831. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:35:31  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Christine  Penney 
Project  Director  - SUMS 
1224  Science  Center 
1200  Kenwood  Avenue 
Duluth,  MN  55811-4199 
218-723-5912 
cpenney@css . edu 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  04/05  10:02  AM  >>> 

Fr:  Native  America  Calling 

Dt:  April  2,  1999 

Re:  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  April  5-9,  1999 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 
HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  April  5 - 9,  1999 

Topics  for  the  week  include:  South  Dakota  Land  Transfer,  Oneida  Land  Claim, 
Spring  Planting  Tips,  Current  Events  w/3ohn  Trudell,  Gambling  Addiction 
Further  descriptions  and  guests  listed  below. . . . 

MON  - 4/5:  South  Dakota  Land  Transfer: 

The  Great  Sioux  Nations  stand  to  loose  up  to  200,000  acres  of  Treaty  lands 
to  the  State  of  South  Dakota.  The  tribes  are  fighting  the  implementation  of 
the  Cheyenne  River/Lower  Brule/State  of  South  Dakota  Wildlife  Habitat 
Restoration  Act.  Can  the  Sioux  Nations  keep  their  land  base  intact  under 
such  legislative  attacks  and  buyouts?  Guests  include  members  of  the  Black 
Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council. 

TUE  - 4/6:  Oneida  Land  Claim: 

A private  land/home  owner  in  New  York  is  upset  that  tribes  in  the  region 
are  regaining  part  of  their  ancestral  lands.  He  says  there  is  no  justice  in 
being  hassled  and  displaced  from  his  home.  Sound  familiar?  What  rights  do 
citizens  have  when  states  are  found  guilty  of  stealing  Indian  land?  Guests 
include  3ohn  Mohawk  of  the  Seneca  Nation. 

WED  - 4/7:  Spring  Planting  Tips: 

The  Spring  planting  season  is  here  and  people  are  getting  their  gardens 
ready.  On  this  special  seasonal  edition  of  Native  America  Calling,  we'll 
till  the  soil  and  plant  the  seeds  and  encourage  our  listeners  to  call  in 
with  their  gardening  questions  and  planting  tips. 

THU  - 4/8:  Current  Events  w/3ohn  Trudell: 

This  current  events  edition  of  NAC  offers  a unique  insight  of  the  issues 
affecting  Native  America.  Lakota  poet,  musician  and  spiritual  intellectual 
Ion  Trudell  shares  with  us  his  opinion  and  poetic  insight  of  today's 
promulgations . 


FRI  - 4/9/99:  Gambling  Addiction: 

A recent  National  Gambling  Impact  Study  Commission  report  says  the  spread  of 
Indian  gaming  operations  has  led  to  an  increase  of  people  who  are  becoming 
addicted  to  gambling.  How  do  you  know  if  your  past  time  has  become  an 
addiction.  And  if  it  has,  how  and  where  can  you  get  help?  Don't  miss 
"Signs  and  Treatment  of  Gambling  Addiction"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition" 
of  Native  America  Calling 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287, airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Barbara  MorningStar,  WarDancer,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes, 
Save  Ward  Valley,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Tom  Schlosser  , Randy  White,  Vechet, 
Gayle  Swanson,  Robert  Quiver,  Janet  Smith,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry, 
Barbara  Landis,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 

Nancy  Thomas,  Lynne  Moss-Sharman,  Nokwisa  Yona,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  14  12:54:07  1999 
Date:  Tue,  13  Apr  1999  20:24:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.016 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"We,  the  religious  leaders  and  rightful  spokesmen  for  the  Hopi 
Independent  Nation,  have  been  instructed  by  the  Great  Spirit  to 
express  the  invitation  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
all  spiritual  leaders  everywhere  to  meet  with  us  and  discuss  the 
welfare  of  mankind  so  that  Peace,  Unity,  and  Brotherhood  will 
become  part  of  all  men  everywhere." 

Thomas  Banyacya,  Hopi,  for  Hopi  Traditional  Leaders,  Mrs.  Mina 

Lansa,  Oraibi  Claude  Kawangyawma,  Shungopavy  Starlie  Lomayaktewa, 
Mushongnovi  Dan  Katchongva,  Hotevilla 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  I 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Dourney  | 

| The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  i 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Honor  is  an  easy  thing  to  define,  but  difficult  for  many  to  accomplish. 
This  was  brought  home  to  myself  and  my  wife  recently  in  ways  I would  have 
not  expected.  It's  unfortunate,  but  the  lessons  learned  are  good.  We 
will  grow  from  them. 

One  of  my  elders  and  teachers  tells  me  there  is  only  one  question  you 
ever  need  to  ask  yourself  if  you  are  walking  this  path,  "Is  this  thing  I 
am  about  to  do  or  say  honorable?" 

I think  more  people  who  call  themselves  "Indian"  need  an  elder  like  the 
one  I am  honored  to  call  mine. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Frank  Blazquez  provides  the  newest  entry  in  the  banner,  and  the  first 
to  represent  a nation  to  the  south.  Thank  you,  Frank. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  means  for  you,  we  offer 
these  words  in  Nahuatl,  language  of  the  Mexika/Toltecs . 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30167,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
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RE:  Northern  Ontario  Land-Grab  Ignores  Treaty  Rights 


Date:  Thu,  1 Apr  1999  23:01:37  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Northern  Ontario  land-grab  ignores  treaty  rights 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVES  OPPOSE  PLANS  FOR  NORTHERN  ONTARIO 
The  Globe  and  Mail,  March  30,  1999  by  Richard  Mackie 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Toronto  --  Leaders  of  native  bands  in  Ontario  are  rallying  to  fight  the 
allocation  of  land  in  Northern  Ontario  for  forest  companies,  mining 
interests  and  for  protection  as  parks.  The  allocation  of  land,  announced 
yesterday  under  the  Lands  for  Life  process,  leaves  the  30,000  members  of 
native  communities  in  the  region  "totally  frozen  out,"  said  Michael  Sherry, 
counsel  to  the  Chiefs  of  Ontario. 

Chief  Charles  Fox  of  the  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nation  has  called  an  emergency 
meeting  of  Ontario  chiefs  and  regional  leaders  to  be  held  in  Thunder  Bay  on 
Thursday  to  discuss  how  the  native  bands  can  fight  the  proposal.  Already 
the  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nation  has  an  application  in  the  Ontario  Court,  General 
Division,  to  declare  the  allocation  of  the  lands  in  Northern  Ontario 
illegal  because  the  government  failed  to  consult  with  the  bands,  which  have 
treaty  rights  in  the  North. 

The  opposition  from  the  native  communities  contrasted  with  the  positive 
reception  the  agreement  announced  yesterday  received  from  those  who  had 
participated  in  drawing  it  up,  including  forest  companies,  mining  interests 
and  environmental  groups. 

The  agreement,  which  marks  the  biggest  expansion  of  parks  and  protected 
areas  in  Ontario's  history,  gives  the  province  378  new  parks  and  protected 
areas  totalling  2.4  million  hectares.  It  also  assures  forest  companies  of 
guaranteed  wood  supplies,  aids  prospectors,  provides  access  to  resources  to 
mining  companies  and  gives  money  to  encourage  more  hunting  and  fishing 

The  agreement  was  announced  with  great  fanfare  in  Sudbury  yesterday  by 
Premier  Mike  Harris,  who  is  being  given  much  of  the  credit  for  forcing  the 


diverse  interests  to  overcome  their  antipathy  and  work  out  a deal.  "The 
people  of  Ontario  now  own  9.5  million  hectares  of  parks  and  protected  land, 
equivalent  to  all  of  Southern  Ontario  south  of  Algonquin  Park,"  Mr.  Harris 
said . 

Agreement  on  the  massive  expansion  of  parks  and  protected  lands  in 
Northern  Ontario  was  achieved  in  part  through  a government  promise  to  spend 
$53-million  to  help  forest  companies,  mining  firms  and  prospectors.  The 
forest  companies  will  benefit  from  $21. 5-million  that  will  be  used  to  cover 
the  loss  of  existing  forest  roads  and  bridges,  improve  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  wood  supply,  and  encourage  the  manufacturing  of  value-added 
wood  products.  Natural  Resources  Minister  John  Snobelen  said. 

The  government  will  spend  $19-million  to  help  mining  companies,  primarily 
through  an  intensive  two-year  geological  survey.  It  is  intended  to  "uncover 
specific  locations  for  prospectors  and  exploration  companies  to  focus  their 
activities  in  their  search  for  new  mines,"  Northern  Development  Minister 
Chris  Hodgson  said.  Prospectors  will  be  assisted  by  the  infusion  of 
$4-million  to  the  Ontario  Prospectors  Assistance  Program.  This  program, 
which  currently  spends  about  $2-million  to  fund  200  prospectors,  is 
designed  to  stimulate  grassroots  exploration  and  prospecting  in  Ontario. 

Anglers  and  hunters  will  benefit  from  $7-million  that  will  be  spent  on 
improved  fish  and  wildlife  resource  planning  and  to  enhance  access  to 
hunting  and  fishing.  The  Lands  for  Life  announcement  received  support  from 
a broad  spectrum  of  interests.  Raymond  Royer,  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  Domtar,  praised  the  agreement  for  providing  forest  companies 
with  certainty  about  the  size  of  their  future  wood  supplies. 
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Lawyer,  a Grievant  Against  Department,  Tells  Court  He  Had  Refused  to  Dispose 

of  the  Records 

By  William  Claiborne 

Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 

Friday,  April  2,  1999;  Page  A02 

An  Interior  Department  lawyer  who  says  he  refused  an  order  to  get  rid  of 
Indian  trust  records  involved  in  a class  action  lawsuit  against  the 
government  has  testified  that  more  than  half  the  documents  are  now  missing. 

The  lawyer,  Ralph  Williams,  who  had  the  job  of  reconciling  discrepancies 
in  the  trust  accounts,  said  in  a deposition  that  he  refused  to  dispose  of 
the  material  because  he  believed  that  doing  so  would  be  illegal.  But  when 
the  documents--which  he  said  he  returned  to  the  department  when  he  left  the 
project  in  January  1998--were  shown  to  him  Wednesday  as  part  of  the 
deposition,  Williams  said,  "That's  not  even  half  of  it,"  according  to  a 
transcript  made  public  yesterday. 


The  allegation  by  Williams,  who  is  under  a court  order  protecting  him  as 
a whistleblower  from  retaliation  by  the  Interior  Department,  came  just  six 
weeks  after  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  was  cited  for  contempt  by  U.S. 
District  Judge  Royce  C.  Lamberth  for  failing  to  produce  documents  sought  by 
Indian  trust  account  holders  as  evidence  in  their  lawsuit  against  the 
government . 

Lamberth  is  presiding  over  the  suit  against  Interior  for  its  management  of 
300,000  Native  American  land  trust  accounts  worth  more  than  $500  million.  In 
addition  to  the  $500  million  in  trusts  owned  by  individual  Indians,  the 
department  is  responsible  for  $2.5  billion  in  tribal  lease  revenue,  mineral 
royalties  and  court  settlements  that  Native  Americans  allege  have  been 
mismanaged  for  decades. 

Williams,  who  still  works  in  the  department  solicitor's  office,  said  in 
the  deposition  and  in  an  affidavit  released  by  Lamberth  last  week  that 
Interior  Deputy  Solicitor  Edward  Cohen  told  him  that  once  he  had  reconciled 
payments  to  and  disbursements  from  the  trust  accounts,  "any  other 
information  which  was  inconsistent  from  my  findings  could  be  purged  from 
the  files."  Williams  said  he  believed  that  complying  with  Cohen's 
directive  "could  have  resulted  in  the  destruction  or  removal  of  information 
relating  to  payments"  to  Indians  and  pertinent  to  the  lawsuit. 

At  another  point  in  his  testimony,  Williams  said  Cohen  "did  not  want 
anything  I produced  . . . [that]  would  not  support  the  numbers  that  I was 
supposed  to  pull  together  after  spending  five  weeks  on  this  project. 
Everything  else,  he  said,  we  could  get  rid  of  it  if  it  doesn't  support 
this . " 

Cohen  did  not  return  a call  requesting  comment  and  Interior  Solicitor  John 
Leshy  said  he  had  not  read  the  deposition  transcript  and  had  no  comment.  He 
referred  to  an  earlier  statement  in  which  he  said,  "I  am  confident  that 
employees  of  the  Office  of  the  Solicitor  who  have  worked  on  this  case  have 
never  instructed  anyone  to  destroy  any  records  relevant  to  this  case.  In  my 
years  of  working  closely  with  [Cohen],  I have  found  him  to  hold  the  highest 
ethical  standards  and  I am  certain  this  allegation  will  be  proved  false." 

Cohen's  private  attorney,  W.  Neil  Eggleston,  said  it  was  "inconceivable 
that  Mr.  Cohen  would  have  asked  Mr.  Williams  to  engage  in  illegal  or 
unethical  conduct,  and  Mr.  Cohen  did  not  do  so."  Eggleston  said  Cohen  knew 
that  Williams  was  a "disgruntled  employee"  who  had  filed  grievances  against 
another  member  of  the  solicitor's  office  and  that  he  had  asked  Williams  to 
reconcile  the  tribal  trust  accounts  as  a temporary  task  while  awaiting  his 
transfer  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  in  the  District. 

In  his  deposition,  Williams,  who  is  black,  said  he  filed  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission  and  Merit  Systems  Protection  Board  discrimination 
complaints  against  the  solicitor's  office  because  of  grievances  against  his 
superiors.  He  said  when  he  was  working  on  the  trust  funds  project  he  believed 
"they  were  setting  me  up  to  drop  my  EEOC  complaint  off  the  table,  fire  me." 

His  lawyer,  Phillip  E.  Thompson,  said  yesterday  his  client's  allegations 
had  led  to  "a  very  tense  situation"  in  the  office,  where  Williams  currently 
is  working  on  offshore  minerals  matters  and  issues  relating  to  Year  2000 
computer  glitches. 

Thompson  said  the  trust  documents  shown  to  Williams  Wednesday  were  in  a 
file  folder  only  one  inch  thick,  while  the  stack  of  documents  Williams 
eturned  to  his  project  supervisor  last  year  was  at  least  six  inches  high. 

"The  order  from  the  judge  was  to  turn  over  all  of  the  documents  my  client 
delivered.  This  isn't  it,"  Thompson  said. 

The  Interior  Department  released  a transcript  of  a voice-mail  message 
Williams  left  for  his  project  supervisor,  David  Moran,  last  April  13  in 
which  Williams  said  he  had  not  produced  anything  of  substance  in  his  trust 
fund  work  because  he  had  "never  really  got  a grip  on  the  requirements  of  the 
project . " 

The  department  also  released  an  affidavit  by  Moran  stating  that  Williams 
never  had  any  "unique  source  documents"  whose  loss  would  have  been 
irretrievable  and  that  the  reconciliation  project  never  could  have  placed 
anyone  in  a position  to  alter  or  destroy  trust  fund  account  data, 
c.  Copyright  1999  The  Washington  Post  Company 


RE:  Hay  and  Feed  for  Corralled  Animals 


Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  02:45:43  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Hay  and  feed  for  Anna  and  Ella  Begay's  corralled  animals 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  17:54:01  -0400 

From:  Carol  Halberstadt  <carol@migrations . com> 

I spoke  with  a veterinarian  in  the  animal  health  office  of  the  Arizona 
Department  of  Agriculture  yesterday,  and  he  told  me  what  it  costs  to  feed 
an  average  size  adult  sheep,  an  adult  donkey,  and  a young  horse  per  day 
(using  alfalfa  hay,  which  he  said  was  a complete  food  and  needs  no 
supplement) . 

He  said  the  costs  would  probably  be  a bit  higher  on  a remote  area  such  as 
Black  Mesa,  both  to  buy  the  feed  and  to  truck  it  in,  so  from  the  numbers  he 
gave  me,  it  would  cost  about  $25  week  to  feed  the  two  donkeys  and  one 
filly. 

A ton  of  alfalfa  hay  costs  $150  in  Phoenix.  Assuming  it  costs  more  in  the 
Black  mesa  area,  $150  could  keep  the  two  donkeys  and  the  filly  fed  for 
about  6 weeks  (at  about  $25/week). 

>>From  BIGMTLIST 

> 

>From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

>Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  02:53:17  EDT 

>Subject:  Please  Post  URGENT  Appeal  for  hay  and  feed  for  Anna  and  Ella 

> Begay's  corralled  animals 

> 

>Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

> 

>Ella  Begay  came  to  Kaibeto  today,  Monday,  April  5,  1999,  to  tell  me 
personally  how  much  they  appreciate  the  support  she  has  seen.  She  is  happy 
>from  the  bottom  of  her  heart  that  she  got  her  animals  back.  It  is  something 
>she  never  thought  would  happen. 

> 

>We  could  not  have  done  it  without  your  help. 

> 

>The  reason  I am  sending  out  this  URGENT  Appeal  is  for  hay  and  feed  for  the  2 
>donkeys  and  1 horse  that  have  to  remain  penned  inside  a corral  in  order  to 
>avoid  confiscation.  This  costs  money  and  Ella  and  Anna  Begay,  as  you  know, 
>have  no  money. 

> 

>0n  behalf  of  Ella  and  Anna,  I am  issuing  this  appeal  for  you  to  send  money 
>for  hay  and  feed  to  Anna  and  Ella  c/o  their  niece  Phyllis  Widehat  who  went 
>with  them  to  get  their  animals  from  public  auction: 

> 

Please  send  your  donations  to: 

Phyllis  Widehat 
P.O.  Box  3583 
>Tuba  City,  AZ  86045 

> 

>Also,  if  you  can  contribute  to  a hearing  aid  for  Ella  it  would  be  most 
appreciated . Please  write  a note  and  indicate  how  you  would  like  your  money 
>to  be  spent,  whether  for  hay  and  feed  or  for  a hearing  aid. 

> 

>Thank  you  for  your  support  and  understanding. 

> 

Pours  sincerely, 

>Marsha  Monestersky 

>Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

"RE : The  Numbers  Game  on  Black  Mesa"  


Date:  Tue,  06  Apr  1999  01:07:42  -0700 


From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 
Subj : The  Numbers  Game 


Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  02:55:39  EDT 

The  Numbers  Game  on  Black  Mesa 

When  commenting  on  the  problems  affecting  Dineh  who  became  trespassers 
on  their  ancestral  lands  as  a result  of  PL  93-531,  US  officials 
frequently  quote  statistics  indicating  that  the  situation  has  been 
resolved  to  the  satisfaction  of  everyone  but  a handful  of  "Resisters". 
They  usually  state  that  the  number  of  these  Resisters  is  around  12. 

These  statistics  are  intended  to  support  an  assertion  that  a difficult 
situation  has  been  successfully  resolved  except  for  a tiny  group  of 
people  who  may  suffer  as  a result  of  their  failure  to  cooperate  with  a 
program  that  everyone  else  accepts.  These  statistics  completely 
misrepresent  the  situation  in  the  region  and  the  tragic  situation  facing 
the  many  communities  affected  by  these  policies,  and  it  hides  the  harsh 
reality  that  may  unfold  as  the  US  completes  its  "Final  Solution"  to  the 
problems  in  the  region. 

The  government  statistics  make  two  fundamental  errors.  The  first  is  the 
assumption  that  two  lists  called  the  "A"  and  "B"  lists  include  all  the 
Dineh  currently  living  on  what  is  called  "Hopi  Partitioned  Land"  (HPL). 
The  second  error  is  the  assumption  that  the  number  of  signatures  on 
leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  which  the  government  claims  to  have  obtained 
from  people  on  the  "A"  list  indicates  that  85%  of  these  people  accept 
the  terms  of  these  leases  and  have  reached  a satisfactory  solution  for 
remaining  on  the  land. 

The  Lists 

Official  government  policy  is  based  on  lists  that  were  developed  as  part 
of  the  mediation  process  between  the  two  tribal  governments,  some 
"representatives"  of  the  people,  and  the  US  government.  The  current 
solutions  proposed  by  the  US  government  only  cover  the  people  on  these 
lists,  but  these  lists  may  represent  less  than  15%  of  the  Dineh  living 
on  HPL,  so  that  the  vast  majority  of  people  have  no  protection  against 
the  impending  evictions.  This  discrepancy  is  caused  by  three  factors: 

(1)  The  people  on  the  list  are  "heads  of  households",  but  in  many 
cases,  their  children  and  other  extended  family  members  supposedly 
covered  by  their  signature  live  elsewhere  in  the  area.  The  lease 
arrangements  would  require  all  these  extended  family  members  to  give  up 
-1- 

their  own  homes  and  livestock  and  move  in  with  their 

grandparents/  great-aunts/etc.  These  extended  family  members  will  lose 
their  homes,  their  land,  and  their  livestock. 

(2)  Where  the  officially  listed  person  has  died  (which  has  occurred 
several  times  since  the  list  gives  the  eldest  heads  of  household),  the 
eligibility  to  sign  is  not  transferred  to  the  succeeding  generation,  so 
that  the  children  and  extended  family  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
move  in  with  the  grandparents  as  mentioned  in  (1). 

(3) .  Many  people  are  simply  not  represented  in  any  way  by  the  official 
lists.  These  people  fall  into  many  classes: 

(a) .  The  largest  group  involve  cases  where  someone  listed  as  a head  of 
household  in  the  Relocation  Office  accepted  relocation  benefits  and  was 
moved  away,  but  other  members  of  the  family  never  relocated. 

(b) .  Some  people  have  never  appeared  on  any  list  or  census.  They  have 
been  avoiding  the  government  for  the  last  25  years. 

(c) .  Another  case  is  where  a family  was  relocated,  but  some  of  them 
eventually  returned  illegally,  often  living  in  makeshift  shelters  on 
their  old  land  as  their  original  houses  had  been  bulldozed  down.  This  is 
common  for  the  ones  who  were  moved  into  the  cities,  and  found  themselves 
homeless  and  unable  to  survive  in  that  environment. 

The  people  in  groups  (2)  and  (3)  above  will  be  subject  to  forcible 


eviction  oven  the  next  year  and  to  the  loss  of  their  homes  and 
livestock.  These  people  are  not  even  eligible  for  relocation  benefits, 
so  that  they  will  receive  no  compensation  for  the  confiscation  of  their 
land  and  homes.  The  people  in  group  (1)  may  avoid  eviction  if  they  move 
in  with  their  relatives,  but  they  face  the  loss  of  their  current  homes 
and  livestock.  Furthermore,  in  many  cases  they  may  not  for  various 
reasons  be  able  to  move  in  with  the  elders,  in  which  case  they  will  be 
subject  to  eviction. 

As  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Thayer  Scudder,  an  authority  on  relocation  issues, 
governments  usually  underestimate  the  number  of  people  to  be  impacted  by  a 
relocation  program.  The  US  government  originally  estimated  in  1974 
that  under  3,000  people  would  have  to  relocated.  So  far,  over  12,000 
have  been  relocated,  and  thousands  more  remain  on  the  land.  Preliminary 
estimates  collected  by  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN)  from  people  in  the 
various  communities  suggest  that  as  many  as  3,000  Dineh  are  currently  on 
HPL.  SDN  is  in  process  of  collecting  hard  data  on  the  subject  by  means 
of  a comprehensive  survey  that  will  give  an  accurate  count  in  the  near 
future.  In  any  case,  it  is  clear  that  a large  group  will  suffer  when  the 
US  government  attempts  to  remove  all  non-permitted  people  from  HPL. 

One  question  that  often  arises  is  where  these  people  are  and  how  the 
government  has  failed  to  account  for  them.  This  has  several  answers.  The 
first  is  that  in  many  case  the  authorities  are  aware  of  these  people, 
but  have  found  it  inconvenient  to  include  them,  as  it  exposes  the 
fundamental  flaw  in  their  plans.  A second  situation  is  where  the  people 
currently  are  living  in  or  near  the  homesites  of  eligible  people.  In 
that  case,  they  still  are  not  eligible  for  residency  under  the  permits 
granted  to  the  listed  people,  so  that  they  are  unprotected.  The  third 
situation  is  where  the  government  is  simply  not  aware  of  the  people, 
because  they  have  essentially  been  hiding  for  years:  the  government  has 
not  examined  every  corner  of  the  million  acre  area. 

The  Signatures 

The  apparent  signatures  of  85%  of  the  112  "A"  list  heads  of  households 
does  not  in  any  way  reflect  that  these  people  have  entered  into  a 
voluntary  and  workable  arrangement  for  continuing  as  tenants  under  the 
government  program.  The  85%  figure  originated  in  a condition  placed  in 
PL  104-301  which  awarded  the  Hopi  Tribal  Government  $25  million  if  it 
could  obtain  this  number  of  signatures.  At  over  $250,000  per  signature, 
the  tribal  government  had  every  reason  to  use  any  means  possible  to 
obtain  signatures.  The  US  government,  wishing  to  obtain  the  public 
relations  benefit  of  announcing  a successful  settlement,  was  equally 
complicit  in  the  process  of  obtaining  these  signatures  through 
questionable  means. 

The  signatures  that  were  obtained  do  not  reflect  voluntary  acceptance  of 
the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The  people  were  simply  told  that  if  they  did 
not  sign,  they  would  be  evicted.  In  many  cases  documented  by  SDN,  the 
officials  used  verbal  threats  of  jail  or  immediate  eviction  without 
confiscation  to  extort  signatures.  In  most  cases,  the  people  were  not 
offered  legal  counsel  or  any  detailed  explanation  of  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  or  of  their  rights  in  the  process.  The  government's  goal  was 
to  obtain  signatures  by  any  means  possible,  not  to  insure  that  people 
understood  the  process,  the  terms  of  the  leases,  or  the  significance  of 
their  signatures  on  these  documents. 

Furthermore,  many  of  the  signatures  were  obtained  by  fraudulent  means. 
For  example,  Katherine  Smith,  who  was  jailed  many  years  ago  for  shooting 
over  the  heads  of  the  police,  is  listed  as  a signer,  even  though  she 
never  signed.  Alice  Benally,  a lifelong  resister,  died  from  heartbreak 
and  embarrassment  shortly  after  finding  out  that  her  name  had  been 
forged  onto  a lease.  Some  people  found  out  that  documents  that  they 
signed  to  release  their  animals  from  impoundment  or  for  some  other 
purpose  were  actually  these  leases. 

The  reality  is  that  the  leases  do  not  provide  a realistic  or  humane 
mechanism  for  Dineh  people  to  remain  on  their  ancestral  land.  The  people 
will  have  no  civil  rights  and  live  under  the  dictatorial  control  of  a 
government  that  is  openly  hostile  to  them.  The  leases  deprive 


subsistence  herders  of  the  ability  to  maintain  the  herds  they  need  for 
their  survival.  Most  importantly,  the  leases  turn  people  into  tenants  on 
their  ancestral  lands,  and  deprive  the  people  of  their  right  to  protect 
and  preserve  their  land  for  future  generations  as  they  are  bound  by 
their  traditional  religion.  As  one  attorney  phrased  it,  the  procedure 
was  like  forcing  people  to  sign  their  own  death  warrants. 

Many  of  the  people  who  are  officially  considered  as  "signers"  are  people 
who  are  as  totally  committed  to  resistance  against  loss  of  their 
ancestral  land  as  anyone.  For  the  government  to  flaunt  95  signatures  as 
evidence  of  the  people's  acceptance  of  its  policy  is  a gross 
misrepresentation  of  the  choices  that  were  presented  to  the  people  and 
of  the  process  through  which  these  signatures  were  obtained. 

Conclusion 

SDN  is  in  the  process  of  collecting  detailed  and  in-depth  information 
concerning  all  of  these  issues  using  procedures  that  will  hold  up  under 
court  scrutiny  in  various  legal  actions.  Because  of  the  enormous 
physical  obstacles  in  reaching  all  of  the  people  who  have  to  be 
surveyed,  completing  this  process  may  take  several  months.  In  the 
meantime,  we  have  compiled  a large  amount  of  individual  testimonies  and 
anecdotal  evidence  that  demonstrates  the  basic  points  described  above. 

The  US  government  is  playing  a fraudulent  numbers  game  to  mask  the 
failure  of  its  policies  and  the  tragedy  that  can  be  expected  to  unfold 
as  the  government  completes  its  final  solution  to  what  it  calls  the 
Hopi-Navajo  Land  Dispute. 

- "RE:  Oceti  Sakowin  Update"  

From:  DevFlawkWi@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  8 Apr  1999  08:27:03  EDT 

Subj : Oceti  Sakowin  Update  4-8-99  PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

Date:  99-04-06  19:42:08  EDT 

From:  tatankanajin@hotmail.com  (Robert  Quiver) 

Tina, 

Flere  is  the  word  "GO".  We  are  expecting  some  shake  up  from  the  Army 
Corps  on  the  Week  of  April  10-17,  the  deadline  for  our  peaceful  encampment 
is  April  10  according  to  them.  We  will  find  out  this  weekend  if  they  decide 
in  favor  of  the  camp. 

The  Balck  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council  is  in  full  support  of  the 
camp.  Oliver  Red  Cloud  spoke  at  an  Apr  3 mtg  at  the  Ramkota  Inn-Pierre  SD. 
He  told  us  that  our  warriors  decide  if  we  should  break  camp.  We  decided  we 
were  staying.  Hope  to  see  you  all  soon. 

Robert 


Subj : Forwarded  from  Robert  Quiver 

Date:  99-04-07  17:37:51  EDT 

From:  dhendren@mint.net  (David  Hendren) 

David, 

We  need  to  mobilize  now!  Pass  this  on.  We  are  getting  pressured  to  leave 
by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  Col.  volz  wrote  in  a letter  to  the 
Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  council  that  our  camp  is  allowed  to  camp  there  until 
the  10th  of  April.  We  did  not  ask  nor  sign  any  permission  to  camp  there. 
This  is  ridiculous.  But  we  still  want  to  remain  sober  and  drug  free  at 
this  camp  we  also  need  to  keep  our  prayers  strong. 

Please  forward  to  anyone  wishing  to  mobilize  there. 

Pilamayapelo . 

Robert  Q. 

For  further  information  contact: 


Emily  Iron  Cloud-Koenen  605/455-2193 

Eileen  Iron  Cloud  605/455-2999 
loanne  Tall  605/867-2673 

Robert  Quiver  ctatankana jin@hotmail . com> 
David  Hendren  <dhendren@mint . net> 

Tina  Evans  <DevHawkWi@aol . com> 


LSA  page  on  Earth  Alliance  Page  is  up! 

Date:  99-04-07  19:09:57  EDT 
From:  EarthAlnce 

I've  added  an  LSA  page.  To  the  Earth  Alliance  page  you  can  check  it  out 
and  see  if  it  needs  anything  else.  Keep  sending  me  updates  <snip>.  I hope 
you  like  what  the  page  looks  like. 

-Adam 

<A  HRE F=" http: //www. angelf ire. com/wi /earth a Ilia nee/ "> Earth  Alliance 
Environmental  Group</A> 

http : //www. angelf ire . com/wi/earthalliance/ 

<A  HRE F=" http: //www. angelf ire. com/wi/earthalliance/lsa . html">LSA  Press 
Release  and  News</A> 

http : //www. angelf ire . com/wi/earthalliance/lsa . html 


SD,  La  Framboise:  RIDERS  TO  30IN  OCCUPATION 
From:  "Karen  Dx."  <karendx(3sat . net> 

Date:  Wed,  7 Apr  1999  01:21:33  -0500 

Press  Release 
by  Candace  Ducheneaux 

SwiftBird,  SD  - "Mitigation,  hell!  We  have  been  sold  out,"  said  Karen 
Ducheneaux,  leader  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe's  Oomaka  Tokatakiya 
(Future  Generation)  Riders. 

Ducheneaux' s band  of  young  horseback  riders  will  set  out  on  Thursday, 

April  8th  from  the  east  end  of  Highway  212  Bridge  for  LaFramboise  Island  at 
Pierre, South  Dakota  to  join  a growing  spiritual  encampment  of  Lakota  people. 
She  said  both  groups  are  committed  to  reversing  the  so-called  Mitigation  Act 
that  gave  federally  held  Treaty  lands  along  the  Missouri  River  to  the  State 
of  South  Dakota.  They  are  seeking  congressional  hearings  into  this  matter 
and  repeal  of  the  Act. 

According  to  Ducheneaux,  the  Act  was  co-authored  in  secret  meetings  by 
Tribal  Chairman,  Gregg  Bourland,  Governor  William  lanklow  and  U.S.  Senator 
Tom  Daschle.  It  transferred  to  South  Dakota  over  200,000  acres  of  Sioux 
Treaty  land  taken  by  the  United  States  for  the  Oahe  Reservoir  under  P.L.776. 

"Our  chairman  and  council  were  either  duped  or  they  were  bought  off  by 
lanklow  and  Daschle,"  said  Kyanne  Dillabaugh,  a young  Cheyenne  River 
Hohowoju  Lakota  who  will  also  be  making  the  ride.  Dillabaugh  has  been 
spearheading  an  effort  to  recall  Chairman  Bourland  and  his  Vice-Chairman, 
Louis  DuBray  for  the  part  they  played  in  the  "give  away"  and  other  alleged 
abuses  of  power  and  public  trust. 

The  land  transfer  is  a direct  violation  of  the  1868  Treaty  of  Fort 
Laramie,  said  Dillabaugh.  The  treaty  reserves  to  the  Lakota  Nations  all  land 
in  South  Dakota  west  of  the  east  bank  of  the  Missouri  and  requires  that 
three-fourths  of  all  adult  male  Lakota  must  give  their  written  consent  to 
any  further  land  cessions.  "This  treaty  has  been  repeatedly  violated  by  the 
United  States  Government,  but  this  is  the  first  time  in  Lakota  history  our 
elected  leaders  have  given  their  consent  to  such  a violation,"  she  said. 

"I  am  deeply  ashamed  that  only  two  Lakota  tribes  have  given  their  names 
to  this  criminal  piece  of  legislation  and  my  Tribe  is  one  of  them,"  said 
Ellen  Wright,  a Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribal  member.  Wright  will  be  coordinating 
a ride  from  her  Reservation  to  LaFramboise  Island.  These  riders  will  also 
leave  on  the  morning  of  April  8th  , in  conjunction  with  the  Cheyenne  River 
Ride . 


By  making  this  ride  and  joining  the  occupation  at  LaFramboise  Island,  the 
riders  hope  to  show  the  world  and,  especially,  the  Lakota  Nation  that  the 
true  Lakota  of  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  are  opposed  to  the  so-called 
Mitigation  Act,  Ducheneaux  said.  Last  year,  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  Treaty 
Council  attempted  to  oust  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  from  their 
membership.  The  other  member  nations  also  have  a valid  claim  to  these  lands 
under  the  1868  Treaty. 

The  two  groups  will  meet  outside  of  Pierre  and  arrive  as  one  body  at  the 
Island  encampment  on  April  9th  to  stand  in  solidarity  with  the  peaceful 
protesters  of  Oceti  akowin  (Seven  Council  Fires).  After  an  all  night  vigil, 
activities  on  Saturday,  April  10th  will  include  a prayer  to  the  morning  star, 
feasting  and  ceremonies.  The  riders  will  then  join  with  assembled  leaders  and 
medicine  men  to  formulate  strategy  for  achieving  their  goal  of  repeal  of  the 
Mitigation  Act. 

Dillabaugh  said,  "It  was  on  April  10th  in  1883  that  the  United  States 
Government  forbade  the  practice  of  Sioux  customs  and  religious  ceremonies 
including  the  Sundance  so  on  this  day  we  will  celebrate  and  reaffirm  that  we 
are  still  Lakota.  Despite  the  war  of  attrition  that  the  United  States  has 
been  waging  against  our  people,  we  have  been  able  to  retain  our  sovereignty, 
our  spirituality  and  our  culture,"  she  said. 

Ducheneaux  said,  "Lakota  children  hear  from  their  cradleboard  the  cry 
The  Black  Hills  are  not  for  sale  . When  our  elders  speak  of  the  sacred  He 
Sapa  (Black  Hills),  we  understand  them  to  mean  more  than  that.  They  mean  we 
must  never  surrender  any  portion  of  our  mother,  the  Earth.  Our  ancestors 
gave  their  lives  for  this  land  so  as  we  ride  we  will  pray  that  the  legacy 
we  leave  for  our  future  generations  will  be  just  as  honorable. 

For  more  information,  about  the  ride  or  the  camp,  you  may  contact  Karen 
Ducheneaux  or  Kyanne  Dillabaugh  at  HCR  3 Box  88A,  Gettysburg,  SD,  57442, 

(605)  733-2223,  E-mail  karendx@sat.net 

"RE : Mohawk  of  Kahanwake/Gazette  Article"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  16:59:56  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj : Mohawk  of  Kahanwake 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Thursday  1 April  1999 
Peace  with  the  Mohawks 
The  Gazette 

Together,  the  Mohawks  of  Kahnawake  and  the  Quebec  government  seem  to  have 
found  a civilized  way  out  of  their  long-standing  impasse  over  issues  like 
taxation,  compensation,  smuggling  and  autonomy.  Each  one  of  those 
problems  was  thornier  than  the  last,  yet  this  week,  they  unexpectedly 
became  the  objects  of  signed  agreements. 

It  was  just  last  October  that  Mohawk  Chief  3oe  Norton's  answer  to  a 
proposed  Quebec  tax  initiative  was  to  threaten  to  take  control  of  the 
transportation  network  passing  through  the  Kahnawake  reserve,  including 
the  Mercier  Bridge  that  Mohawks  blocked  the  summer  of  1990. 

This  week,  in  a measure  of  how  far  the  two  parties  have  come,  the 
Quebec  government  announced  it  would  compensate  the  Mohawks  with  $2 
million  a year  for  the  inconvenience  of  having  thousands  of  suburban 
commuters  cross  the  reserve  every  day  on  three  different  highways. 

The  most  significant  development,  however,  is  in  the  area  of  taxation. 
Mohawks,  as  First  Nation  members,  have  always  claimed  tax-exempt  status 
both  as  consumers  and  for  their  businesses,  a claim  that  allowed  them  to 
operate  their  reserve  as  a tax-free  zone. 

When  tobacco  smuggling  was  at  its  peak  in  the  early  1990s,  relations 
between  Mohawks  and  the  province  deteriorated  as  thousands  of  Quebecers 
lined  up  to  buy  cigarettes  - contraband,  it  turned  out  - at  untaxed,  cut- 
rate  prices. 

This  week's  proposed  solution  gives  both  parties  what  they  want.  Mohawks 
will  be  given  the  right  to  collect  levies  from  non-Indians  who  shop  on  the 
reserve.  These  levies  will  be  equivalent  to  the  provincial  sales  tax  and 


the  money  will  stay  within  the  reserve. 

Meanwhile,  Mohawks  will  be  given  magnetic  cards,  attesting  to  their 
First  Nation  status,  to  buy  tax-free  goods  and  services  outside  the 
reserve  as  well  as  on  it.  Both  the  Mohawks  and  the  Quebec  government  will 
be  free  to  inspect  purchasing  records  connected  with  the  magnetic  cards. 

Federal  Finance  Minister  Paul  Martin  expressed  his  strong  opposition  to 
the  deal  yesterday,  putting  Quebec  on  notice  that  it  will  have  to  continue 
collecting  the  federal  Goods  and  Services  Tax  from  Mohawks  who  shop  off 
the  reserve.  Mr.  Martin's  concerns  may  be  sincere  but  they  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  this  deal  going  forward. 

The  federal  government  also  raises  the  problem  of  taxation  of  non- 
Indian  shoppers,  calling  it  taxation  without  representation.  But  surely 
that  is  the  least  of  anyone's  concerns.  The  tax  rate  will  be  the  same  as 
the  provincial  sales  tax,  so  what's  the  problem?  Those  who  choose  to  shop 
on  the  reserve  are  the  last  people  likely  to  worry  about  whether  they  are 
being  taxed  without  the  right  to  vote  for  the  band  council. 

The  arrangement  gives  the  Mohawks  much-sought  autonomy  and  recognition 
on  and  off  the  reserve  of  their  special  tax-exempt  status.  For  the  Quebec 
government,  it  is  an  important  step  in  keeping  closed  the  door  to  tobacco 
and  alcohol  smuggling  at  a time  when  it  is  intending  to  raise  the  price 
of  cigarettes  again. 

These  welcome  agreements  between  the  province  and  the  Mohawks  even  come 
with  a safety  hatch.  They  are  for  a period  of  five  years. 

That's  long  enough  to  know  whether  any  problems  that  show  up  are 
structural  but  not  so  short  that  the  temptation  is  to  bail  out  rather  than 
even  try  to  solve  them. 

Under  Quebec's  new  arrangements,  problems  of  fraud  and  tax  evasion  are 
being  dealt  with  effectively.  The  federal  government  may  not  be  pleased 
about  the  proposed  solution  but  it  should  be  prepared  to  work 
constructively  with  the  Bouchard  government  to  end  a long-standing 
problem  in  Quebec. 

(c)1998  The  Gazette,  a division  of  Southam  Inc. 

"RE : Mohawk  of  Kahanwake/Mohawk  View"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  17:39:10  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj : Re:  Mohawk  of  Kahanwake 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

On  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  16:59:56  GMT,  f rosty@f rostys . qc . ca  wrote: 

>Thursday  1 April  1999 

> 

> Peace  with  the  Mohawks 

> 

> 

> The  Gazette 
Deleted  for  space 

> This  week's  proposed  solution  gives  both  parties  what  they 
>want.  Mohawks  will  be  given  the  right  to  collect  levies  from 
>non-Indians  who  shop  on  the  reserve.  These  levies  will  be  equivalent 
>to  the  provincial  sales  tax  and  the  money  will  stay  within  the 
>reserve. 

Now  on  the  other  side  of  the  coin  is  the  fact  that  this  will  also 
destory  what  is  called  "Free  Enterprise  and  business." 

Why  would  people  that  can  purchase  services,  products  and  savings  need 
to  come  to  the  reservation  to  get  anything  at  all.  With  prices  being 
equal  to  those  around  them,  why  would  they  travel  to  play  golf,  but 
clubs,  eat,  drink,  get  cars  fixed,  buy  housewhole  goods  ? 

The  answer  is  simple  they  will  not.  Once  Mohawk  business  are  required 
to  buy  and  sell  at  the  same  prices,  slowly  each  business  will  be 


closed.  No  longer  will  people  travel  an  hour  away  to  buy  anything. 

Along  with  that  no  new  business  will  open  big  enough  to  employ  anyone. 
If  a business  does  remain  open  it  has  have  better  prices  and  that  will 
not  happen  when  you  lose  about  90%  of  your  clients. 

With  Mohawks  being  able  to  purchase  anything  in  Quebec  tax  free,  this 
will  also  reduce  businesses  owned  on  the  reservation.  Since  business 
will  no  longer  have  the  cleints  to  buy  in  quanity,  there  prices  will 
rise.  With  a rise  in  price  local  Mohawks  will  shop  outside. 

Myself  being  in  the  computer  business,  I will  see  some  changes.  I 
know  I would  have  to  reduce  my  staff  by  about  50  percent  but  I would 
remain  open. 

I question  what  will  be  done  to  those  businesses  that  are  selling 
products  like  golf  clubs,  auto  service,  auto  parts,  lawn  and  garden 
products,  satellite  dishes,  new  and  used  cars,  toys,  hardware, 
computers,  repairs  of  all  sorts  and  you  get  the  pricture. 


> Meanwhile,  Mohawks  will  be  given  magnetic  cards,  attesting 
>to  their  First  Nation  status,  to  buy  tax-free  goods  and  services 
>outside  the  reserve  as  well  as  on  it.  Both  the  Mohawks  and  the  Quebec 
government  will  be  free  to  inspect  purchasing  records  connected  with 
>the  magnetic  cards. 

Is  this  not  an  invasion  of  one  private  affairs  ? If  a native  has  the 
right  to  buy  something,  do  they  not  have  the  right  to  sell  it.  Anyone 
that  is  non-native  has  that  right  without  the  government  checking 
records.  I might  agree  that  using  it  for  anything  that  is  illegal 
that  would  benifit  the  underworld  should  be  stopped.  But  to  tie  the 
hands  of  Moahwks  from  free  enterprise  is  only  giving  Quebec  a wining 
edge . 

>For  the  Quebec  government,  it  is  an  important  step  in 

>keeping  closed  the  door  to  tobacco  and  alcohol  smuggling  at  a time 

>when  it  is  intending  to  raise  the  price  of  cigarettes  again. 

This  what  this  all  about,  and  so  the  government  is  waving  a carrot. 

But  what  if  once  the  taxes  are  collected,  and  Quebec  Seperates  from 
Canada  ? 

What  if  that  happens  and  they  now  say  thanks  to  this  agreement  you  are 
part  of  the  New  Quebec  and  as  such  you  are  required  to  pay  tax  just 
like  everyone  else. 

What  if  they  also  say  since  we  are  not  part  of  Canada  we  can  void  your 
treaties  with  Canada  because  you  signed  one  with  us  ? 

What  if  they  also  say  that  we  will  not  longer  fund  you  as  Canada  did  ? 

What  if  Canada  now  tells  Mohawks  that  once  you  signed  this  and  Quebec 
does  seperate,  we  no  longer  are  required  to  fund  you  and  that  you  must 
deal  with  Quebec  ? 

Quebec  wants  this,  as  they  have  to  prove  INTEGRITY  with  the  courts. 
They  must  have  INTERGRITY  with  natives  of  Quebec  to  seperate. 

>These  welcome  agreements  between  the  province  and  the 

>Mohawks  even  come  with  a safety  hatch.  They  are  for  a period  of  five 

>years . 

How  safe  is  it  ? Questions  should  have  been  asked  ( and  I asked  ) 
before  hand.  I asked  someone  off  the  record  about  what  I had  talked 
about  with  business  men  and  women.  I also  figured  that  answers  to  my 
questions  would  have  been  answered  since  the  concerned  every  single 
possible  present  an  future  business  person.  I am  sure  I will  be  sorry 
for  even  post  this,  but  then  my  future  does  not  look  good  anyway. 

> That's  long  enough  to  know  whether  any  problems  that  show 
>up  are  structural  but  not  so  short  that  the  temptation  is  to  bail  out 
>rather  than  even  try  to  solve  them. 


As  I see  it,  what  this  will  do  is  increase  the  Welfare  numbers  or 
force  our  people  to  move  off  near  jobs  off  the  reservation. 

> Under  Quebec's  new  arrangements,  problems  of  fraud  and  tax 

>evasion  are  being  dealt  with  effectively.  The  federal  government  may 
>not  be  pleased  about  the  proposed  solution  but  it  should  be  prepared 
>to  work  constructively  with  the  Bouchard  government  to  end  a 
>long-standing  problem  in  Quebec. 

See,  here  we  have  a problem.  What  fraud  ? What  tax  evasion  ? The 
same  people  that  signed  this  agreement  have  said  on  Radio  quote  "we 
are  not  tax  collectors  and  we  will  not  become  tax  collectors  for  the 
government  of  Quebec."  The  have  also  said  "We  would  do  nothing  to 
destory  our  rights  by  making  our  people  collect  taxes,  because  that 
would  destroy  my  own  children  and  grand-children  future." 

"RE : Lawsuit  in  Cherokee  Nation's  Lap"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Apr  1999  08:10:29  -0500 
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Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
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Federal  judge  puts  lawsuit  in  Cherokee  Nation's  lap 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/6/99 

MUSKOGEE  --  A judge  says  a Washington,  D.C.,  law  firm's  lawsuit  against 
three  Cherokee  Nation  council  members  should  be  heard  by  a tribal  court. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Michael  Burrage  denied  Swidler  & Berlin's  request 
for  a preliminary  injunction  in  a case  stemming  from  two  years  of 
Cherokee  feuding. 

The  firm  alleged  in  its  December  1997  filing  that  the  council  members 
had  filed  a frivolous  lawsuit  against  Swidler  & Berlin  in  a court  with 
no  jurisdiction. 

"This  court  finds  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  courts  should 
determine  tribal  jurisdiction  in  the  first  instance,"  Burrage  wrote  in 
his  order,  issued  last  week.  "Review  of  the  decision  may  later  lie  with 
this  court." 

Swidler  & Berlin  accused  tribal  council  members  Paula  Holder,  Troy 
Poteete  and  Barbara  Starr  Scott  of  attempting  to  harass  Chief  Joe  Byrd 
by  attacking  his  attorneys. 
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Mashantucket  Pequots  and  Yale  University  host  conference 
on  Native  American  education  and  cultures 
c.  M2  Communications 
April  06,  1999 

New  Haven,  Conn.  - The  second  annual  Conference  on  Native  American  Education 
and  Cultures  will  be  held  April  9-11  at  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  and 
Research  Centre  and  on  the  campus  of  Yale  University.  The  conference  is  the 
key  event  of  a Native  American  weekend  celebration  at  Yale. 


Organized  by  lace  Weaver,  associate  professor  of  American  studies  and 
religious  studies  at  Yale,  the  conference  is  the  second  of  a series  on 
Native  American  studies,  each  devoted  to  a different  theme.  The 
conference  next  year  will  focus  on  Federal  Law  and  Policy. 

This  year's  conference  on  education  comprises  panel  discussions,  a play 
performance,  and  readings  of  works  by  Native  American  authors  as  well  as 
a reception  and  buffet  supper  at  Yale's  Beinecke  Library.  Peterson  Zah, 
former  president  of  the  Navajo  nation,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  Saturday  session. 

The  conference  will  begin  at  noon,  Friday,  April  9,  as  buses 
transporting  participants  to  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  depart  from 
Beinecke  Library  on  the  Yale  campus.  (A  second  bus  to  Mashantucket  will 
depart  from  Yale  at  3 p.m.)  The  first  activity  of  the  weekend  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  participants  to  tour  the  new  Mashantucket  Centre. 

At  3:30  p.m.  there  will  be  a presentation  of  a one-act  play  by  Drew 
Flayden  Taylor,  Toronto  at  Dreamer's  Rock,  followed  by  lace  Weaver's 
opening  remarks  and  a keynote  address  by  Richard  West,  director  of  the 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian. 

Buses  returning  to  New  Haven  will  leave  at  6 and  8 p.m. 

Saturday's  and  Sunday's  events  will  take  place  at  Yale. 

>From  three  perspectives  --  tribal/national;  college/university;  and 
museum  and  research  centre  --  panellists  will  look  at  some  of  the 
complex  issues  unique  to  educating  Native  Americans  and  educating 
non-Native  Americans  about  indigenous  cultures.  Among  the  scholars 
participating  as  panellists  are  10  representatives  of  the  approximately 
550  federally  recognized  tribal  nations. 

"In  taking  up  the  issue  of  education,  we  are  examining  two  areas  of 
vital  importance,"  says  Weaver.  "The  first  is  how  we  serve  Native 
populations.  The  second  is  how  we  will  be  perceived  by  the  wider 
public . " 

Native  Americans  are  uneasy  with  mainstream  education.  They  fear  that  it 
may  train  young  Native  Americans  to  navigate  mainstream  society  but 
teach  them  little  that  can  be  translated  to  their  communities.  At  the 
same  time,  there  is  concern  that  teaching  Native  students  about  Native 
cultures  in  mainstream  institutions  will  break  down  traditional  modes  of 
cultural  transmission,  thus  weakening  tribal/national  communities. 

In  addition  to  the  conference  and  a dinner/reception  on  Saturday  night, 
the  Native  American  Weekend  at  Yale  will  include  Native  American  Day  at 
the  Peabody  Museum  of  Natural  History  on  Saturday.  Activities  throughout 
the  day  include  a performance  by  the  renowned  Thunderbird  American 
Indian  Dancers;  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  Dale  Carson,  author  of  New 
Native  American  Cooking;  and  a talk  on  growing  up  on  a reservation  by 
writer  Delphine  Red  Shirt,  a member  of  the  Oglala  Sioux. 

The  final  event  of  the  weekend  celebration  will  be  a pow  wow  on  Sunday, 
drawing  Native  Americans  from  across  the  nation  and  Canada.  The  pow  wow 
is  sponsored  by  the  Association  of  Native  Americans  at  Yale,  whose  20 
members  represent  the  Native  American  community  currently  enrolled  in 
Yale.  The  pow  wow  will  feature  a dance  contest,  drumming  performance, 
and  authentic  crafts,  all  in  diverse  Native  American  idioms. 

The  conference,  including  the  reception  and  buffet  supper,  is  open  to 
the  public  without  reservation.  Nonetheless,  those  who  are  intending  to 
attend  should  contact  George  Miles  at  the  Beinecke  Library  (203)432-2958 
or  e-mail  george.miles@yale.edu. 

CONTACT:  Dorie  Baker  Tel:  +1  203  432  8553  x 237 
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Indians  Protest  for  Aid  in  Manitoba 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

4/6/99 

WINNIPEG,  Manitoba  (AP)  --  Scores  of  Indian  protesters  demanding  more 
economic  aid  for  their  reservations  scuffled  with  a police  riot  squad 
Tuesday  at  the  Manitoba  Legislature. 

Police  used  pepper  spray  in  an  attempt  to  repel  the  protesters,  and 
arrested  six  on  charges  of  mischief  and  assaulting  an  officer.  Five 
other  protesters  were  detained  briefly,  but  broke  free  when  fellow 
demonstrators  let  them  out  of  a police  cruiser. 

The  protest  coincided  with  the  opening  of  the  legislature's  spring 
session.  It  was  organized  to  press  demands  for  more  jobs  and  public-works 
projects  on  Manitoba's  Indian  reservations . 
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500-Year-Old  Inca  Mummies  Found 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  KEVIN  GRAY 
4/6/99 

BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina  (AP)  --  Three  500-year-old  Inca  mummies,  the 
apparent  victims  of  a ritual  sacrifice,  have  been  found  frozen  and  in 
near-perfect  condition  on  an  Andean  volcano  peak  in  northern  Argentina. 

Dr.  Dohan  Reinhard  said  Tuesday  that  the  exceptionally  well-preserved 
remains  of  two  boys  and  a girl  found  last  month  atop  the  22,000-foot  Mount 
Llullaillaco  near  Argentina's  border  with  Chile  may  offer  scientists  a rare 
opportunity  to  conduct  DNA  testing  on  centuries-old  bodies. 

The  mummies  apparently  contain  frozen  blood  in  their  heart  and  lungs, 
which  could  reveal  ground-breaking  clues  about  diet,  disease  and  conditions 
during  the  time  of  the  Incas,  the  U.S.  archaeologist  said. 

Speaking  with  The  Associated  Press,  he  said  the  mummies  had  to  be  removed 
from  under  nearly  six  feet  of  dry  rock  and  earth  from  a burial  platform. 

Reinhard  said  two  of  the  mummies  were  wrapped  in  intricately  woven  textiles, 
but  an  exact  cause  of  death  was  not  immediately  clear.  Fie  said  CAT  scans  of 
the  mummies  showed  all  of  their  internal  organs  were  intact. 

"These  bodies  were  frozen,  as  opposed  to  past  bodies  which  were 
freeze-dried,"  said  Reinhard,  speaking  in  an  interview  from  Salta,  a 
northern  Argentine  city  near  the  site.  "They  are  very  lifelike." 

"I  expect  that  when  we  unwrap  them,  we  will  even  be  able  to  see  the 
expressions  on  their  faces,"  he  said.  "The  arms  looked  perfect,  even  down 
to  the  peach  fuzz  hairs,  and  the  CAT  scans  have  shown  that  even  the  kidneys 
are  intact." 

Scientists  said  the  burial  platform  also  held  offerings  to  the  Inca  gods, 
including  35  gold,  silver  and  shell  statues.  Also  recovered  were  ornate 
woven  and  embroidered  textiles,  moccasins  and  pottery,  some  still  containing 
food . 

"Almost  all  of  the  statues  are  in  a state  of  perfect  preservation, 
including  lids  on  the  pottery  and  even  food  offerings  of  meat  jerky,"  said 
Reinhard . 

The  expeditionary  force  that  recovered  the  mummies  included  American, 
Argentine  and  Peruvian  researchers  who  had  to  brave  sometimes  extreme 
conditions  such  as  snowstorms  and  high  winds.  A grant  from  the  National 
Geographic  Society  partially  funded  the  dig. 

Reinhard's  crew  needed  12  days  at  the  volcano's  peak  to  recover  the  bodies. 

Reinhard  said  he  decided  to  search  the  area  because  he  had  read  that  Inca 


ruins  had  been  found  on  Mount  Llullaillaco,  which  he  had  climbed  several 
times  since  1980. 

The  three  mummies  are  being  kept  at  a university  in  Salta,  where  at  least 
two  of  them  are  to  remain  until  the  Argentine  government  finishes  building 
a research  facility  to  house  them  next  year. 

Reinhard  said  at  least  one  body  was  expected  to  be  sent  to  the  United 
States  for  extensive  testing. 

The  discovery  was  the  latest  for  Reinhard  and  his  mummy  hunters. 

Last  September,  they  found  six  frozen  mummies  on  the  El  Misti  volcano  in 
southern  Peru,  believed  to  be  sacrificial  offerings  to  Inca  gods.  That 
burial  site  included  a rare  find  of  ceremonial  pots  of  gold  and  silver, 
shedding  new  light  on  ancient  Indian  culture. 

The  Inca  empire  once  stretched  some  2,500  miles  along  South  America's 
western  coast  from  present-day  Colombia  to  central  Chile  and  an  edge  of 
northwestern  Argentina.  The  90-year  empire  collapsed  in  1532  under  the 
Spanish  conquest.  The  Incas  offered  human  sacrifices  to  their  gods. 

Working  in  Peru  in  1995,  the  same  team  of  archaeologists  led  by  Reinhard 
also  discovered  the  so-called  "Ice  Maiden,"  then  considered  the 
best-preserved  mummy  of  the  pre-Columbian  era. 

David  Hunt,  a physical  anthropologist  at  the  Smithsonian  Museum  of  Natura 
History,  said  Tuesday  that  finding  mummies  so  well-preserved  is 
extraordinary . 

"What  separates  this  discovery  from  other  similar  finds  such  as  'The  Ice 
Maiden'  is  the  presence  of  well-preserved  soft  tissue,"  Hunt  said  by 
telephone  from  Washington. 

"It's  as  if  they  had  been  placed  in  a giant  deep  freeze.  We're  really 
quite  lucky  that  they're  in  such  good  condition." 
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Mining  financier  Robert  Friedland  has  begun  talks  with  U.S.  authorities 
toward  a settlement  over  the  cost  of  cleaning  up  an  environmental  disaster 
at  his  former  company's  Colorado  gold  mine. 

Legal  representatives  of  Mr.  Friedland,  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  and 
the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  began  negotiations  two  weeks  ago. 
An  order  issued  last  week  by  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  Colorado  bars  the 
three  parties  from  speaking  publicly  about  negotiations. 

The  prospect  of  a financial  settlement  marks  a turning  point  in  Mr. 
Friedland 's  three-year  legal  battle  with  the  U.S.  government  over  the 
disaster  at  the  Summitville  mine.  Between  1986  and  1992,  the  mine's  heap 
leaching  pad  was  the  source  of  countless  cyanide  spills  and  acid  drainage 
that  severely  damaged  27  kilometres  of  the  nearby  Alamosa  River.  The  mine 
was  shut  in  December,  1992. 

A month  later.  Galactic  Resources  Ltd.,  the  Vancouver-based  owner  of 
Summitville,  filed  for  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Friedland,  who  now  lives  in 
Australia,  held  various  posts  at  Galactic,  including  president  and 
chairman,  and  was  a part-owner  of  the  company. 

In  a 1996  civil  suit,  the  Justice  Department  claimed  Mr.  Friedland  should 


be  held  personally  liable  for  the  $120-million  (US)  in  cleanup  costs.  U.S. 
authorities  tried  unsuccessfully  to  freeze  $152-million  (US)  worth  of  Mr. 
Friedland's  shares  in  nickel  giant  Inco  Ltd.  in  Ontario  court  to  ensure  he 
could  cover  costs  if  found  liable.  The  financier  had  received  more  than 
$500-million  in  Inco  stock  as  part  of  the  $4. 3-billion  takeover  payment 
for  Diamond  Fields  Resources  Inc. 

Diamond  Fields  had  discovered  the  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  play  in  Labrador  in 
1993.  But  Mr.  Friedland  contends  U.S.  authorities  are  to  blame.  By  issuing 
permits  to  the  operators  of  the  troubled  Summitville  mine  through  the  1980s 
and  1990s,  the  U.S.  government  and  the  state  of  Colorado  "directly  and 
proximately  caused,  exacerbated,  or  contributed  to  the  alleged 
environmental  harms"  resulting  from  the  spill  of  cyanide-laced  mine  waste, 
alleges  Mr.  Friedland  in  a March  31  counterclaim  filed  in  U.S.  District 
Court  in  Colorado. 

In  his  32-page  answer  and  counterclaim  to  the  U.S.  civil  case,  Mr. 
Friedland  denies  dozens  of  allegations,  and  he  claims  he  "lacks  sufficient 
knowledge"  to  comment  on  Summitville ' s operations  or  the  disaster.  Mr. 
Friedland  contends  his  liability  for  damages  is  "reduced  or  eliminated"  by 
the  actions  of  U.S.  officials  that  "contributed  to  releases  or  threatened 
releases  of  hazardous  substances."  During  World  War  II,  the  U.S.  government 
operated  the  mine  and  was  responsible  for  disposing  of  hazardous  wastes, 

Mr.  Friedland  alleges.  In  addition  to  a dismissal  of  the  complaint,  Mr. 
Friedland  wants  the  district  court  to  award  him  unspecified  damages  related 
to  "response  and  oversight  costs." 

The  strongly  worded  counterclaim  is  intended  to  "neutralize"  the  U.S. 
civil  action  and  push  the  three  parties  towards  a settlement,  said  a legal 
source  who  asked  not  to  be  identified.  In  1996,  Mr.  Friedland  discussed 
making  a "substantial  financial  contribution"  to  the  U.S.  government  to  end 
the  dispute  but  negotiations  went  nowhere,  prompting  the  attempted  seizure 
of  the  financier's  assets  in  Canada. 

Third-party  claims  in  the  civil  action  must  be  filed  by  the  end  of  this 
month.  In  August,  pre-trial  motions  will  be  heard  and  a trial  date  set. 

In  Ontario,  lawyers  representing  Mr.  Friedland  and  U.S.  interests  are 
expected  to  tangle  again  by  month's  end.  The  U.S.  government  is  appealing 
an  Ontario  court  decision  last  year  granting  Mr.  Friedland  the  right  to 
proceed  with  a $150-million  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  officials  for  alleged 
false  statements  about  him. 

"We  are  absolutely  incensed  and  outraged  by  this  lawsuit,"  Nicholas 
Desmarais,  Mr.  Pattison's  managing  director  for  legal  affairs,  said 
yesterday. 

Samos,  defined  as  a representative  of  minority  Westar  shareholders,  is 
identified  only  as  a registered  holder  of  1,000  shares  of  the  British 
Columbia  Resources  Investment  Corp.  (BCRIC),  as  Westar  originally  was  known. 
One  former  Westar  executive  said  he  understands  that  an  unidentified 
financial  institution  in  Toronto  is  behind  Samos. 

A spokesperson  for  Roberts  & Griffin,  the  Vancouver  law  firm  that  filed 
the  suit,  would  neither  provide  more  information  on  Samos  nor  disclose 
whether  the  law  firm  is  acting  on  a contingency  basis. 

The  firm  has  established  a Web  site  (westarclassact.com)  for  further 
communication  on  the  suit. 

CIBC  is  named  in  the  suit  because  it  was  involved  with  Mr.  Pattison  and 
his  associates  in  the  restructuring. 

The  statement  of  claim  alleges  that:  "The  unlawful  acts  committed  by  the 
Pattison  Defendants,  with  the  knowing  assistance  of  CIBC  in  1994,  included 
misuse  of  undisclosed  material  inside  information,  failure  to  disclose 
material  information  to  minority  shareholders,  misrepresentations  to  and 
economic  intimidation  of  the  minority  shareholders,  breach  of  fiduciary 
duties  owed  to  minority  shareholders  and  to  Westar,  violations  of  the 
Securities  and  Companies  Acts,  and  conduct  which  oppressed  and  unfairly 
prejudiced  the  minority  shareholders." 

A flawed  B.C.  government  experiment  in  privatization,  BCRIC  raised  almost 
$500-million  in  a 1979  public  offering  that  included  the  gift  of  five  free 
shares  to  every-one  in  the  province  (10  million  shares). 

BCRIC' s subsequent  acquisition  of  Kaiser  Coal  Ltd.,  including  oil  and  gas 
interests  in  the  North  Sea,  saddled  it  with  a killing  debt.  Its  coal  mines. 


renamed  Westar  in  1988,  were  re-organized  under  court  protection  and  were 
sold.  Mr.  Pattison  and  Nicholas  Geer,  his  now-retired  right-hand  man, 
became  Westar  directors  in  1992.  They  took  over  management  of  Westar  in 
1993  and  carried  out  a complex  debt  restructuring  over  the  next  four  years. 
The  only  operating  survivor  of  the  company  is  Westshore  Terminals  Income 
Fund,  with  a coal  port  near  Vancouver.  Mr.  Pattison' s company  owns  18%  of 
the  income  units  and  manages  the  terminal. 

At  the  start  of  the  Pattison  era  at  Westar  Group  , he  had  only  15%  of  its 
equity.  Progressively,  as  debt  was  converted  and  equity  issued,  that  rose 
to  80%  in  1997.  The  coal  terminal  was  then  sold  to  an  income  trust  for 
$633-million,  after  which  Westar 's  shares  were  redeemed  with  its  own  cash 
and  the  company  taken  private. 

The  suit  is  a broadside  against  Mr.  Pattison  and  how  the  restructuring  was 
handled.  It  includes  allegations  that: 

- The  ability  of  the  coal  port  to  throw  off  cash  to  service  debt  was 
significantly  understated  by  the  Pattison  group.  The  suit  suggests  Westar 
need  not  have  reorganized  in  a way  that  eliminated  the  shareholders. 

- The  management  of  Westar  just  prior  to  Mr.  Pattison' s group  was  close  to 
negotiating  a debt  restructuring  but  this  was  scuttled  by  the  Pattison 
group  so  that  they  could  acquire  the  debt  at  a discount  and  then  make  a 
profit  on  the  restructuring. 

- Most  of  Westar' s independent  directors,  who  represented  minority 
shareholders  during  the  restructuring,  were  "long-time  business  advisors 
and  associates  of  Pattison  who  held  personal  loyalties  to  Pattison." 
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UN  report  points  to  Canadian  aboriginals 

QUEBEC  (CP)  --  The  plight  of  aboriginal  people  remains  "the  most  pressing 
problem  facing  Canadians,"  says  a United  Nations  committee  on  human  rights. 
The  committee's  report,  distributed  by  native  people  on  Monday,  compliments 
Canada  for  Nunavut,  the  new  Arctic  territorial  government  created  April  1. 

But  it  says  there  are  several  worrying  issues  concerning  Canada's  treatment 
of  its  native  population. 

It  says  native  women  suffer  discrimination  and  "many  of  them  are  hit  by 
poverty  at  a disproportionately  high  rate." 

The  report  says  Canada  never  implemented  all  the  recommendations  of  a 1996 
commission  on  native  people  headed  by  Georges  Erasmus  and  Rene  Dussault. 

The  Erasmus-Dussault  study  urged  Canada  to  invest  an  extra  $1.5  billion  to 
$2  billion  annually  to  improve  native  housing,  health  and  job  prospects  over 
20  years. 

The  UN  report  is  part  of  a periodic  review  of  native  peoples'  treatment  by 
different  countries,  including  Canada,  that  signed  an  international  pact  on 
human  rights. 

The  UN  committee  also  says  Canada  should  not  terminate  native  people's 
natural  rights  once  they  have  signed  a treaty. 

Armand  McKenzie,  an  Innu  spokesman,  noted  the  1975  lames  Bay  and  Northern 
Quebec  Agreement  claimed  to  end  ancestral  rights  in  return  for  compensation. 

But  McKenzie,  a lawyer,  warned  that  the  Innu  will  take  the  issue  to  the 
United  Nations  if  their  rights  aren't  re-established. 

"Such  a situation  would  be  embarrassing  for  Canada,  especially  in 
international  forums,"  McKenzie  said. 
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When  race  determines  who  gets  to  vote 

Lawsuit  over  agency  that  lets  only  Hawaii  natives  choose  leaders  could 
echo  across  US. 

By  Alex  Salkever,  Special  to  The  Christian  Science  Monitor 

To  native  Hawaiians,  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  is  a crucial  part 
of  the  state's  effort  to  right  past  wrongs.  To  at  least  one  of  Hawaii's 
other  residents,  it's  creating  new  ones. 

The  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  (OHA)  manages  more  than  $300  million 
of  public  money  and  administers  a variety  of  social  programs.  But  its 
trustees  are  elected  in  a vote  open  only  to  native  Hawaiians. 

Sixth-generation  Hawaii  resident  Harold  Rice  says  this  practice  is 
discriminatory  and  unconstitutional,  so  he's  suing  the  state.  After 
years  of  appeals,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  recently  agreed  to 
hear  the  case. 

If  it  sides  with  the  disgruntled  Big  Island  rancher  when  it  takes  up 
the  case  later  this  year,  the  ruling  could  have  a profound  impact  on  the 
rights  of  native  groups  both  here  and  on  the  mainland. 

"If  the  court  reverses,  it  could  raise  fundamental  questions  about  the 
ability  of  any  native  group  to  govern  itself,"  says  Ion  Van  Dyke,  a 
University  of  Hawaii  law  professor  who  has  represented  OHA  on  the  case. 

For  native  Hawaiians,  the  case  is  a crucial  step  in  their  long  road 
toward  sovereignty.  Their  status  with  the  federal  government  has  been 
vague  for  decades. 

Unlike  other  indigenous  groups  in  the  US,  native  Hawaiians  have  never 
had  a claims  court  to  address  their  grievances,  and  special  provisions 
to  set  up  reservations  or  include  Hawaiians  in  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  social  programs  were  never  made. 

In  addition,  Hawaiians  never  entered  into  any  treaties  with  the  federal 
government  - a legal  platform  that  Indian  groups  have  used  to  gain 
compensation  or  access  to  natural  resources. 

Many  native  Hawaiians  say  this  case  will  help  them  redress  some  of  these 
inequalities.  "The  No.  1 issue  with  this  lawsuit  is  whether  or  not 
Hawaiians  are  considered  to  have  political  status,"  says  OHA  trustee 
Clayton  Hee.  If  the  court  sides  with  OHA,  "the  next  logical  step  is  for 
the  Hawaiians  ...  to  establish  their  sovereign  rights  before  the  US 
Congress.  Every  facet  that  is  enjoyed  by  other  native  peoples  should  be 
enjoyed  by  Hawaiians." 

Such  logic  is  only  fair,  OHA  supporters  add,  because  native  Hawaiians  - 
who  make  up  as  much  as  20  percent  of  the  state's  population  - share  many 
of  the  same  troubles  as  their  mainland  indigenous  counterparts.  High 
rates  of  poverty,  mortality,  drug  abuse,  and  imprisonment  make  them  the 
most  troubled  ethnic  group  in  Hawaii. 

OHA  was  set  up  in  1978  to  help  alleviate  some  of  these  problems.  It  was 
also  intended  to  return  some  of  the  power  stripped  from  native  Hawaiians 
when  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii  was  overthrown  by  a US-backed  group  of  white 
merchants  and  missionaries  in  1893. 

During  the  past  two  decades,  millions  of  dollars  have  poured  into  OHA 
coffers  from  the  state  general  fund  and  from  revenues  on  "ceded  lands," 
lands  held  in  trust  by  the  state  for  the  benefit  native  Hawaiians  and 
the  general  public.  Under  state  law,  native  Hawaiians  are  entitled  to  20 
percent  of  the  revenues.  Negotiations  are  currently  under  way  to 
determine  the  extent  of  additional  state  obligations  to  OHA,  which  could 
range  as  high  as  $1  billion. 

OHA'S  access  to  this  money  is  what  has  upset  Mr.  Rice.  If  OHA  can  spend 
state  money,  then  everyone  in  the  state  should  have  a say  in  how  it's 
spent,  he  says. 

"Mr.  Rice  contends  that  he  was  denied  the  right  to  vote  in  an  election 
held  by  the  State  of  Hawaii  to  elect  individuals  who  would  make 


decisions  concerning  public  resources  in  Hawaii,  and  he  was  denied  the 
right  to  vote  based  on  his  race  or  national  origin,"  says  Theodore 
Olson,  Rice's  attorney.  "The  courts  never  said  that  the  people  who  moved 
into  Utah  and  settled  Utah  can  deny  equal  rights  and  privileges  to 
people  who  moved  in  afterwards." 

Rice's  attorney  asserts  that,  unlike  Indian  tribes,  native  Hawaiians  are 
not  sovereign  political  entities,  but  ancestral  residents.  Thus,  OHA 
elections  that  exclude  Hawaii  residents  violate  the  14th  and  15th 
Amendments,  which  promise  equal  protection  under  the  law  and  the  right 
to  vote  regardless  of  race. 

But  the  state  and  the  native  Hawaiians  note  that  a 1974  United  States 
Supreme  Court  ruling  allows  the  BIA  to  give  hiring  preferences  to  native 
Americans  because  the  BIA's  job  is  to  serve  and  improve  the  status  of 
native  Americans. 

"Because  the  native  people  have  their  own  resources  and  their  own  trust 
assets,  they  should  be  allowed  to  govern  these  assets  themselves,"  says 
Professor  Van  Dyke. 

The  fact  is,  though,  the  Supreme  Court  has  consistently  ruled  against 
indigenous  groups  during  the  1990s. 

lustices  Clarence  Thomas  and  Antonin  Scalia  are  opponents  of 
preferential  treatment  of  virtually  any  type.  And  with  the  pendulum 
swinging  against  affirmative-action  programs,  there  is  a chance  that  the 
Supreme  Court  could  revise  its  1974  ruling,  upending  the  legal  bulwarks 
that  have  been  used  to  build  programs  for  native  Americans. 
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The  Consulta  is  Opening  a Path  to  Peace  in  Chiapas: 

Carlos  Fuentes,  Arturo  Dimenez  and  Angel  Vargas 

Considered  by  Carlos  Fuentes  to  be  an  opening  of  a path  for  the  peaceful 
solution  to  the  conflict  in  Chiapas  -and,  at  the  same  time,  a democratic 
act  - yesterday's  zapatista  Consulta  was  viewed  by  Pablo  Gonzalez  Casanova 
as  one  of  the  most  important  political  acts  Mexico  has  experienced. 
Meanwhile,  for  Carlos  Monsivais,  it  represents  an  ratification  of  the  will 
for  peace,  not  just  by  the  chiapaneco  indigenous,  but  also  by  society  in 
general . 

Consulted  on  the  importance  of  this  Sunday's  jornada,  various 
intellectuals  and  artists  expressed  their  opinions  after  having  voted, 
except  for  lose  Luis  Cuevas,  who  admitted  to  not  having  been  able  to 
participate  in  the  process.  Following  are  some  of  the  points  of  view  on 
the  Consulta: 

Carlos  Fuentes,  writer.  The  Consulta  - he  said  to  Notimex  - is  opening  a 
peaceful  path  for  the  expression  of  the  revolution  of  Chiapas,  and  it  calls 
attention  to  what  others  are  thinking  about  the  zapatista  movement,  and 
what  suggestions  they  have.  It  is  a democratic  act,  it's  a normal  act  that 
shouldn't  attract  much  attention,  but,  given  the  tense  climate  between  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  Naitonal  Liberation  (EZLN)  and  the  federal  government, 
then  yes,  it  does  call  attention. 

The  problem  does  not  lie  in  the  EZLN-government  opposition,  but  in 
Chiapas,  in  the  paradox  of  a state  extremely  rich  in  oil,  forests,  coffee, 
coastline  and  that,  nonetheless,  lives  in  misery. 

Pablo  Gonzalez  Casanova,  sociologist.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
political  acts  Mexico  has  experienced,  because  it  is  organizing  the 
foundations  for  a politics  of  peace,  so  that  it  does  not  remain  just  talk. 


With  this,  the  Zapatistas  are  providing  proof  that  they  desire  peace,  and, 
along  with  them,  so  do  the  people  of  Mexico.  Peace  and  democracy  are 
becoming  the  primary  political  objective  of  the  people  of  the  countryside 
and  the  city,  the  workers,  campesinos,  teachers,  students,  housewives, 
everyone. 

And  this  can  bring  us  close  to  seeing  whether  we  do  indeed  want  democracy 
the  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  indigenous  peoples  and  the  carrying  out 
of  the  San  Andres  Accords. 

It  is  also  one  of  the  most  important  events  from  the  perspective  of  the 
new  millenium,  because  it  will  mark  the  history  of  Mexico  in  a definitive 
way.  If  we  behave  in  accordance  with  what  we  sign,  and  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  the  indigenous  peoples,  we  will  be  taking  a very  important  step, 
not  just  for  the  Indians,  but  for  Mexicans  in  general.  We  need  to  make  the 
struggle  for  peace  and  democracy  real. 

Breaking  the  Cultural  Prison 

Carlos  Monsivais,  writer.  It  represents,  above  everything  else,  the 
endorsement  of  the  will  for  peace  by  a large  part  of  Mexico,  and  the 
absolute  certainty  that  indigenous  rights  are  important  to  very  many 
people,  despite  the  well  earned  notoriety  of  the  racism  of  Mexican  society. 

The  EZLN's  having  sent  5000  delegates  all  over  the  country  is  a way  of 
breaking  the  cultural  prison  which  has  been  built  for  the  indigenous  of 
Chiapas.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a means  of  relating  society  to  the  problems 
of  the  indigenous  world,  and  a principle  of  inclusion  that  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

Margo  Glantz,  writer.  The  Consulta  is  of  fundamental  importance,  and 
with  it,  the  Zapatistas  are  demonstrating  a strength,  intelligence  and  an 
organizational  capacity  that  is  truly  extraordinary . 

Hugo  Arguelles,  playwright.  Let's  see  if  it  is  now  possible  to  have  real 
dialogue,  and  if  the  corresponding  measures  are  applied  for  the  San  Andres 
Accords,  so  that  way  we  can  enter  into  a new  stage,  in  which  the  rights  of 
ethnic  groups  in  the  country  will  be  recognized. 

Hugo  Gutierrez  Vega,  poet.  In  general,  this  Consulta  is  indispensable  in 
order  to  develop  democracy  in  the  country.  The  entire  process  was 
peaceful.  It's  an  example  of  civility,  in  contrast  with  the  mapachismo  of 
other  elections.  It  demonstrates  that,  despite  the  country's  problems, 
democracy  is  possible.  The  Consulta  will  help  to  establish  a true 
democracy. 

lose  Luis  Cuevas,  painter.  Although  I'm  not  well  informed  about  the  event 
because  I just  got  back  from  Houston,  I believe  this  Consulta  is  definitely 
important,  like  the  referendum  that  was  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
mayor  of  Mexico  City  should  be  chosen  by  a decision  of  the  citizens.  At 
this  time,  where  there  is  a real  yearning  for  democracy,  it's  very 
important  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  into  account,  with  this 
gauging  of  popular  opinion,  and  it  will  be  seen  in  the  results. 

Luis  de  Tavira,  theatre  director.  It  represents  the  expression  of 
society  about  what  they  have  the  right  to  give  their  opinion  on,  because  it 
concerns  us  all.  We  cannot  tolerate  our  horizon  being  closed  by  those  who 
do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  take  representative  responsibility  that  the 
popular  vote  awarded  them  to  govern  - whose  primary  function  is  to 
represent  society's  opinion  in  the  face  of  a problem  that  concerns  the 
entire  country. 

Natalio  Hernandez,  writer.  The  Consulta  is  of  great  importance,  because 
it  has  facilitated  an  intercultural  dialogue  between  the  indigenous  peoples 
and  the  rest  of  the  Mexicans.  The  last  few  days  the  word  of  the  Indian 
peoples  has  been  listened  to  in  person.  In  this  country,  we  have  looked 
outside;  we  have  dialogued  more  with  the  western  countries  than  within, 
with  ourselves,  and  the  Consulta  is  opening  this  perspective. 

The  Mexican  institutions  and  the  political  parties  do  not  have  that  vision. 

For  example,  the  PAN  has  demonstrated  a racist  position,  and,  along  with 
Fox,  has  not  shown  sensitivity,  with  its  belittling  of  the  Consulta.  In 
this  sense,  this  party  is  inheriting  the  conservative  inclination  of  the 
19th  century.  The  PRI  has  only  been  close  in  its  speech,  and  I feel  that 
the  PRD  is  removed  from  the  proposals  of  the  Indian  peoples.  In  general. 


the  parties  have  shown  themselves  to  be  distanced  from  their  most  profound 
feelings.  They  have  not  dared  to  sit  down  to  dialogue  in  a horizontal  and 
democratic  relationship,  and  include  the  participation  of  the  indigenous  in 
civil  society. 

This  Consulta  could  spur  the  government  on  to  dialogue,  so  that  the 
indigenous  word,  thinking  and  participation  will  be  present  in  the  creation 
of  the  new  model  of  society. 

Hector  Bonilla,  actor.  What  is  notable  about  this  process,  despite  what 
Francisco  Labastida  (the  Secretary  of  Government)  says  - that  they  are 
basic  questions  - is  the  number  of  people  who  turned  out.  The  people's 
response  has  to  be  quantified.  In  the  art  world,  it's  unnecessary  to  know 
who  participated  or  not,  but  I believe  that  it  would  have  a great  impact 
among  the  people.  What  is  important  is  to  know  the  impact  the  zapatista 
movement  has,  depite  Marcos'  long  silence,  with  what  degree  of  sympathy  or 
rejection  do  the  people  view  it,  taking  into  account  the  polling  booths  and 
the  lack  of  media  coverage. 

Arturo  Garcia  Bustos,  painter.  It  is  a necessary  act,  so  that  the 
government  will  listen  to  the  thoughts  of  the  Mexican  people.  It's  very 
useful  so  that  the  officials  will  have  a more  precise  idea,  and  they  will 
be  able  to  make  fewer  mistakes  when  they  have  to  make  decisions.  I'm 
certain  that  the  responses  will  be  affirmative  all  over  the  country. 

Guillermo  Briseno,  musician.  It's  a success,  even  prior  to  yesterday, 
becasue  one  could  see  the  people  participating,  those  who  were  willing  to 
enter  into  it.  There  are  many  young  people  involved,  which  makes  it  a more 
fresh  and  bearable  act.  One  of  the  most  important  aspects  is  that  it 
facilitated  relationships  that  did  not  exist  in  the  previous  political 
world,  since,  thanks  to  the  Zapatistas,  links  have  been  forged  between 
persons  and  organizations  from  different  levels. 

We  need  to  give  dignity  wings,  instead  of  destroying  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  EZLN  delegates  gave  that  thing  that  many  Mexicans  are  lacking: 
the  capacity  for  hope. 

"RE : Workshop  to  Focus  on  Tribal  Languages" 

Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  08:21:17  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  04-10-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 

NSU  workshop  to  focus  on  tribal  languages 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/10/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  A linguistics  workshop  for  native  languages  will  be  held 
as  part  the  27th  annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  next  week  at 
Northeastern  State  University. 

Co-sponsored  by  the  NSU  Center  for  Tribal  Studies  and  the  Oklahoma 
Native  Language  Association,  the  workshop's  goal  is  to  focus  on  efforts 
by  American  Indian  communities  to  retain  and  teach  their  languages. 

The  language  workshop  will  be  held  from  8:30  a.m.  until  5 p.m.  Wednesday 
in  the  Morgan  Room  at  University  Center  on  the  NSU  campus.  There  is  a 
$25  registration  fee. 

Professor  Akira  Yamamoto  and  poet  Zepeda,  two  recognized  figures  who 
have  worked  with  tribes  in  the  field  of  linguistics,  will  be  on  the 
program. 

Other  symposium  events  will  include  a photography  exhibit,  book  display 
and  arts  and  crafts  fair. 

For  information,  call  Carol  Young  at  NSU  Center  for  Tribal  Studies  at 
(918)  456-5511,  Ext.  4350. 
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Choctaw  chief  to  seek  re-election 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/10/99 

DURANT  --  Choctaw  Chief  Gregory  Pyle  said  Friday  that  he  will  seek  re- 
election  to  the  seat  he  has  held  for  two  years. 

Pyle,  49,  who  worked  for  14  years  as  assistant  chief,  pointed  to  an 
increase  in  the  tribal  jobs,  programs  and  services  under  his  leadership. 

"There's  a lot  still  to  do,"  he  said. 

Pyle  took  office  in  1997  after  the  resignation  of  Hollis  Roberts,  chief 
of  the  nation's  third-largest  Indian  tribe  for  19  years.  Roberts' 
resignation  came  after  his  federal  conviction  for  sexual  abuse  involving 
former  employees. 

During  Pyle's  term,  the  tribe  has  increased  its  number  of  college 
scholarships  from  500  to  1,300,  started  building  a new  hospital  in 
Talihina,  opened  four  new  Head  Start  centers  and  started  a new  modular 
home  building  program. 

If  elected,  he  said  he  hopes  to  construct  independent  living  centers  for 
elderly  and  disabled  Choctaws,  create  more  jobs,  open  a dialysis  center 
and  a new  library,  among  other  plans. 

The  election  will  be  Duly  10.  Pyle  planned  a formal  announcement  Sunday 
in  Durant. 
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A judge's  order  leaves  Chief  3oe  Byrd  in  charge  of  tribal  funds,  at 
least  for  now. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Without  opposition  from  the  tribal  council,  a Cherokee 
Nation  judge  Friday  left  intact  a continuing  resolution  that  allows 
Chief  Doe  Byrd  to  handle  the  tribe's  finances  without  legislative 
approval . 

District  Dudge  Dohn  Cripps  said  his  stay  order  would  remain  in  effect 
until  a scheduled  court  hearing  May  28.  If  the  tribal  council  approves  a 
budget  in  advance  of  that  date,  the  hearing  will  be  canceled,  he  said. 

Byrd  took  control  of  the  tribe's  purse  strings  at  the  end  of  March  when 
he  said  $90  million  of  the  tribe's  $140  million  budget  was  in  jeopardy 
because  the  tribal  council  had  failed  to  approve  a budget  in  accordance 
with  federal  guidelines. 

He  filed  suit  against  the  15  council  members,  and  Cripps  declared  a 
financial  emergency  in  the  tribe,  giving  Byrd  temporary  control  of 
spending. 

The  tribal  council  has  been  unable  to  meet  on  numerous  occasions  during 
the  past  year  because  of  a split  on  the  body,  where  six  members  have 
opposed  Byrd  administration  initiatives  and  forced  the  council  to  fall 
short  of  its  quorum  of  10. 

Several  witnesses  for  Byrd  testified  Fri  day  that  a cutoff  of  federal 
funding  could  shut  down  the  tribe,  which  is  the  second-largest  in 


America  with  200,000  members. 

Paula  Holder,  the  lone  council  member  to  testify,  told  Cripps  that  she 
supports  a continuing  resolution,  but  she  questioned  whether  the  tribal 
court  had  a voice  in  Cherokee  Nation  funding. 

Her  attorney,  Diane  Blalock,  said  the  matter  should  be  before  the 
Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  the  tribe's  supreme  court,  and  not  in  the 
district  court  system. 

Byrd  said  he  took  over  the  spending  functions  because  the  lack  of 
authorization  from  the  tribal  council  was  threatening  health,  housing, 
food  distribution  and  other  functions,  including  the  tribe's  $38  million 
annual  payroll. 

The  chief,  who  attended  Friday's  hearing  but  didn't  take  the  witness 
stand,  said  tribal  legislation  gives  him  the  authority  to  enact  a 
continuing  resolution  for  tribal  funding. 

Holder  said  the  six  counselors  didn't  attend  a March  30  council  meeting 
to  approve  a budget  because  they  hadn't  been  given  adequate  time  to 
study  the  proposal. 

Byrd  said  the  council  is  responsible  for  funding  $93  million  in  annual 
spending  and  that  $83  million  of  that  impacts  tribal  programs. 

Another  $45  million,  he  said,  is  in  programs  that  don't  require 
appropriations  but  would  be  hurt  by  a cutback  in  support  services. 

In  a second  tribal  court  matter  Friday,  a supreme  court  justice,  Darrell 
Dowty,  gave  opposing  attorneys  in  a Cherokee  Nation  redistricting 
dispute  until  Tuesday  to  file  final  briefs. 

Council  member  Harley  Terrell  of  Tahlequah  is  challenging  a previous 
supreme  court  ruling  that  reduces  the  number  of  seats  in  his  district 
from  three  to  two. 

Councilman  Nick  Lay,  whose  Tulsa  County-Washington  County  district 
gained  a second  seat,  filed  the  earlier  lawsuit  which  brought  about  the 
redistricting  order. 

The  redistricting  also  gave  Mayes  County  a second  seat  and  dropped  one 
of  the  two  seats  in  the  Three  Rivers  district. 

Terrell's  attorney,  3o  Nan  Allen,  said  tribal  law  gives  oversight  on 
redistricting  matters  to  the  council  and  not  the  judicial  branch. 

3im  Wilcoxen,  Lay's  attorney,  said  Terrell's  legal  effort  was  ''a 
last-minute  effort  to  second-guess  the  court.'1 

"RE : Mount  Graham  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  01:54:38  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Subj : Mount  Graham  Update 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

From:  Mt.  Graham  Coalition 
Date:  Sunday,  April  11,  1999 

Wendsler  Nosie,  Sr.  lives  in  Peridot,  on  the  San  Carlos  Reservation 
in  southeastern  Arizona.  The  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation  was 
established  in  1871  when  the  U.S.  Army  confined  the  western  Apache 
tribes  and  clans  to  this  reservation. 

Nosie  served  on  the  eleven-member  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Council  in 
the  1980s  and  1990s.  He  was  a member  of  the  Council  at  the  time  of  the 
Council's  original  1989  opposition  declarations  against  the  Mount  Graham 
telescope  desecration  financed  by  the  German,  Vatican,  and  Italian 
governments  and  the  University  of  Arizona. 

The  astronomers  have  spent  millions  of  dollars  in  lobbying  and  courtroom 
litigation  in  attempts  to  claim  the  back  door  "rider"  they  sneaked 
through  Congress  in  1988  without  public  hearings  exempted  their  Mt. 

Graham  telescopes  from  all  U.S.  cultural  and  religious  protection  laws. 
Despite  the  many  appeals  of  the  Medicine  People,  Elders,  and  the  Tribal 
Council's  protests  that  the  telescopes  constituted  "...a  display  of 
profound  disrespect  for  a cherished  feature  of  our  original  homeland  as 
well  as  a serious  violation  of  our  traditional  religious  beliefs...  etc.". 


the  German,  Vatican,  and  University  of  Arizona  construction  crews  began 
foundation  digging  at  the  mountain  summit  in  April  1991. 

Wensler  Nosie,  for  the  past  two  decades,  has  been  director  of  Rural 
Opportunities  of  Arizona  (ROA).  In  classrooms  at  San  Carlos,  ROA 
prepares  young  Apache  men  and  women  for  employment  in  the 
marketplace  both  on  and  off  the  reservation.  There  are  not  many 
sources  of  employment  on  the  reservation  (unemployment  can  exceed 
40-60%).  ROA  seeks  to  prepare  and  educate  Apache  youth  for  many 
work  place  options. 

In  March  1999  the  Nosie  family  had  a Sunrise  Dance  for  their  daughter, 
Alicia.  This  is  the  second  daughter  of  Wendsler  to  undertake  this  deeply 
religious  Apache  ceremony.  At  the  Sunrise  Dance  the  Apache  Mountain 
Spirit  Dancer,  or  Gaahn,  which  reside  in  certain  sacred  mountains  such 
as  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mount  Graham),  are  key  participants. 

Wendsler  Nosie  will  be  traveling  in  Europe  this  April  to  meet  with 
German  and  Italian  people,  both  in  and  out  of  government,  in  hopes 
that  those  governments  and  their  astronomers  will  terminate  financing 
of  this  cultural  outrage  and  relocate  their  project  elsewhere. 

Scientific  studies  in  the  1980s  by  the  leading  astronomy  institutions 
in  the  U.S.  found  38  continental  U.S.  mountains  superior  to  Mount 
Graham,  and  that  Hawaii  was  clearly  superior.  University  of  Arizona 
studies,  belatedly  completed  in  1993,  after  construction  was  underway, 
discovered  that  UofA  had  blundered.  They  had  mistakenly  lobbied 
Congress  for  the  site  with  the  poorest  visibility  on  Mount  Graham. 

They  also  discovered  that  another  existing  observatory  in  Arizona 
was  far  superior. 

In  timing  with  Mr.  Nosie' s trip  to  Europe,  San  Carlos  Vice-  Chairman 
Velasquez  Sneezy  recently  (March  24,  1999)  sent  a letter  to  Chancellor 
Gerhard  Schroeder  of  Germany  and  President  Oscar  Scalfaro  of  Italy. 

Sneezy  stated:  "Please  forego  funding  this  project.  We  believe  your 
people  wish  to  honor  and  respect  the  beliefs  and  traditions  which  have 
been  with  us  Apache  for  centuries." 


For  additional  information  contact  the: 

Mt.  Graham  Coalition 

P.0.  Box  15451 

Phoenix,  Arizona  85060 

Telephone:  (602)  840-0052 

FAX:  (602)  840-3001 


Related  URL ' s : 

Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An:  Sacred  Mountain,  Sacred  Land 

URL:  http : // cougar . ucda vis . edu/nas/varese/122/Spring96/graham/ 

Mt.  Grahamn  Coalition  Actions  after  Passage  of  Kolbe  Amendment 

http : //cougar . ucdavis . edu/nas/varese/122/Spring96/graham/mt_g_fire_damage . html 

MT  GRAHAM  COALITION  V.  THOMAS,  96-16017  (06-17-96) 

http : //www. law. vi 11 . edu /Fed-Ct /Circuit /9th /op in ion s/9616017. htm 

Apache  Survival  Coalition's  Home  Page 
"Mt.  Graham  is  a Holy  Place.  A Sacred 
Mountain  to  the  San  Carlos  Apache." 
http : //www. planet -peace .org/mt_gr a ham/index. html 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Salmon  Conflict"  


Date:  Wed,  24  Feb  1999  21:53:54  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 


Subj : Native  American  Position 


Salmon  Conflict:  Viewpoints 

http : //www. cyber learn . com/viewpt . htm 

[LINK]  Columbia  River  Inter-Tribal  Fish  Commission 
(c)  1997  Digital  Studios 

Permission  for  Non-commercial  use  only  is  granted  to  schools  and 
educators  to  download  copies  for  use  in  the  classroom. 

Native  American  Position  Statement 

The  Columbia  River  Inter-Tribal  Fish  Commission  represents  the 
interests  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Umatilla 
Indian  Reservation,  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Warm  Springs  Reservation 
of  Oregon,  and  the  Confederated  Tribes  and  Bands  of  the  Yakama  Indian 
Nation . 

The  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Umatilla  Indian 
Reservation,  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Warm  Springs  Reservation  of 
Oregon,  and  the  Confederated  Tribes  and  Bands  of  the  Yakama  Indian 
Nation  are  the  only  tribes  in  the  Columbia  Basin  to  have  reserved  rights 
to  anadromous  fish  in  1855  treaties  with  the  United  States. 

The  people  of  these  tribes  have  always  shared  a common  understanding  -- 
that  their  very  existence  depends  on  the  respectful  enjoyment  of  the 
Columbia  River  Basin's  vast  land  and  water  resources.  Indeed,  their  very 
souls  and  spirits  were  and  are  inextricably  tied  to  the  natural  world 
and  its  myriad  inhabitants.  Among  those  inhabitants,  none  were  more 
important  than  the  teeming  millions  of  anadromous  fish  enriching  the 
basin's  rivers  and  streams. 

Despite  some  differences  in  language  and  cultural  practices,  these 
tribal  people  also  shared  a regional  economy  based  on  salmon.  To  the 
extent  that  the  resource  permits,  tribal  people  continue  to  fish  for 
ceremonial,  subsistence,  and  commercial  purposes  employing  --  as  they 
always  have  --  a variety  of  technologies.  Tribal  people  fish  from  wooden 
scaffolds  and  from  boats,  use  set  nets,  spears,  dip  nets,  and  poles  and 
lines.  Tribal  people  still  maintain  a dietary  preference  for  salmon,  and 
its  role  in  ceremonial  life  remains  preeminent.  Salmon  is  important  and 
necessary  for  physical  health  and  for  spiritual  well-being. 

Today,  perhaps  even  more  than  in  the  past,  the  Columbia  River  treaty 
tribes  are  brought  together  by  the  struggle  to  save  the  salmon  and  by 
shared  spiritual  traditions  such  as  the  first  salmon  feast. 

Contact  Person: 

Scott  Welch,  Public  Information  Officer 
Columbia  River  Inter-Tribal  Fish  Commission 
729  NE  Oregon,  Suite  200 
Portland,  Oregon  97232 

(503)  238-0667  E-mail:  fishpio@hevanet.com 
FAX  (503)  235-4228 
http : //www. critfc .org 

What  is  your  organization's  involvement  in  salmon  issues? 

The  Importance  of  Salmon  to  the  Tribes: 

* Salmon  are  part  of  our  spiritual  and  cultural  identity. 

* Over  a dozen  longhouses  and  churches  on  the  reservations  and  in 
ceded  areas  rely  on  salmon  for  their  religious  services. 

* The  annual  salmon  return  and  its  celebration  by  our  peoples  assure 
the  renewal  and  continuation  of  human  and  all  other  life. 

* historically,  we  were  wealthy  peoples  because  of  a flourishing  trade 
economy  based  on  salmon. 

* For  many  tribal  members,  fishing  is  still  the  preferred  livelihood. 

* Salmon  and  the  rivers  they  use  are  part  of  our  sense  of  place.  The 
Creator  put  us  here  where  the  salmon  return.  We  are  obliged  to  remain 
and  to  protect  this  place. 

* Salmon  are  an  indicator  species:  as  water  becomes  degraded  and  fish 
populations  decline,  so  too  will  the  elk,  deer,  roots,  berries,  and 
medicines  that  sustain  us. 


* As  our  primary  food  source  for  thousands  of  years,  salmon  continue 
to  be  an  essential  aspect  of  our  nutritional  health. 

* Because  our  tribal  populations  are  growing  (returning  to  pre-1855 
levels),  the  needs  for  salmon  are  more  important  than  ever. 

* The  annual  return  of  the  salmon  allows  the  transfer  of  traditional 
values  from  generation  to  generation. 

* Without  salmon  returning  to  our  rivers  and  streams,  we  would  cease 
to  be  Indian  people. 

Please  list  in  order  of  priority  the  factors,  causes,  and  impacts  that 
you  feel  have  contributed  to  the  decline  in  Columbia/Snake  River 
salmon . ? 

The  following  is  a non-prioritized  list  of  factors  which  have 
contributed  to  the  decline  of  Columbia  River  Basin  salmon.  Although 
the  hydrosystem  is  generally  considered  the  most  lethal  impact  on 
anadromous  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  prioritize  the  remaining  factors 
in  the  decline  of  the  basin's  salmon.  The  Columbia  River  treaty  tribes' 
salmon  restoration  plan,  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  emphasizes 
increasing  survival  at  each  of  the  salmon's  life  stages. 

1.  Hydrosystem  - passage,  loss  of  floodplain  vegetation  and  nutrient 
capital,  migration  delays,  water  temperature 

2.  Irrigation  Projects  - de-watering,  water  temperature,  toxic  pollution 

3.  Land-Use  Practices  - roadbuilding,  logging,  grazing,  agriculture, 
mining,  urbanization,  etc. 

4.  Water  Quality  - temperature,  silt  and  sediment,  dissolved  gases,  and 
chemical  pollution 

5.  Harvest  - ocean  and  in-river 

6.  Hatchery  Operations  - mismanagement,  disease,  terminal  fisheries. 

What  are  your  organization's  goals  for  salmon  restoration  and 

preservation? 

Simply  stated,  the  purpose  of  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  Columbia 
River  treaty  tribes'  salmon  restoration  plan,  is  to  put  the  fish  back  in 
the  rivers  and  protect  the  watersheds  where  fish  live. 

Goals  of  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River  Treaty 
Tribes'  Salmon  Restoration  Plan: 

* Restore  anadromous  fishes  to  the  rivers  and  streams  that  support  the 
historical,  cultural,  and  economic  practices  of  the  tribes.  (These  are 
generally  areas  above  Bonneville  Dam.) 

* Emphasize  strategies  that  rely  on  natural  production  and  healthy 
river  systems  to  achieve  this  goal. 

* Protect  tribal  sovereignty  and  treaty  rights. 

* Reclaim  the  anadromous  fish  resource  and  the  environment  on  which  it 
depends  for  future  generations. 

Objectives  of  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River  Treaty 
Tribes'  Salmon  Restoration  Plan: 

* Within  7 years,  halt  the  declining  trends  in  salmon,  sturgeon,  and 
lamprey  populations  originating  upstream  of  Bonneville  Dam. 

* Within  25  years,  increase  the  total  adult  salmon  returns  of  stocks 
originating  above  Bonneville  Dam  to  4 million  annually  and  in  a manner 
that  sustains  natural  production  to  support  tribal  commercial  as  well  as 
ceremonial  and  subsistence  harvests. 

* Within  25  years,  increase  sturgeon  and  lamprey  populations  to 
naturally  sustainable  levels  that  also  support  tribal  harvest 
opportunities . 

* Restore  anadromous  fishes  to  historical  abundance  in  perpetuity. 

What  is  your  organization's  position  on  removing  or  breaching  the  four 

dams  on  the  Lower  Snake  River? 

As  described  in  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River 
treaty  tribes  salmon  restoration  plan,  the  tribes'  preferred  alternative 
for  Snake  River  Dam  drawdown  would  require  structural  modifications  at 
Lower  Granite,  Little  Goose,  Lower  Monumental,  and  Ice  Harbor  dams  to 
allow  for  drawdown  to  natural  river  level.  Drawdown  to  natural  river 
level  is  generally  intended  to  restore  flows  to  the  water  surface 
elevations  that  existed  in  the  Snake  River  prior  to  impoundment.  John 
Day  Dam  drawdown  to  spillway  crest  should  be  considered  a high  priority. 
This  action  would  improve  migration  conditions  for  juvenile  salmon. 


The  tribes  believe  juvenile  salmon,  rather  than  being  transported  in 
barges  and  trucks,  should  be  left  in  the  river  and  be  allowed  to  migrate 
safely  downstream  to  the  ocean.  (Smolts,  that  is  juvenile  salmon,  do  nut 
use  fish  ladders.  Only  migrating  adult  salmon  use  ladders.  Migrating 
juvenile  salmon  need  a different  kind  of  help  getting  across  dams: 

Unless  spill,  bypass  systems  or  drawdowns  are  used,  smolts  are  swept 
into  the  generating  turbines  of  dams  where  the  juvenile  salmon  are 
killed,  injured,  or  disoriented  and  vulnerable  to  predation.  Between 
5-15%  of  migrating  smolts  are  killed  at  each  dam!  This  is  a far  greater 
mortality  rate  than  experienced  by  returning  adult  salmon.) 

Modeling  analyses  by  the  states  and  tribes  involved  in  the  IDFG  v.  NMFS 
processes  indicate  a high  probability  of  survival  and  recovery  of 
spring,  summer,  and  fall  Chinook  populations  under  a Snake  River  Dam 
drawdown  to  natural  river  level  and  Dohn  Day  Dam  drawdown  to  spillway 
crest.  These  actions  would  increase  survival  of  juvenile  salmon 
originating  from  the  Snake  River  above  Lower  Granite  Dam  by  between 
3.4  - 4.0  times  recent  survival  rates.  If  drawdown  and  flow  actions  are 
not  implemented  and  conditions  of  the  past  ten  years  are  assumed  into 
the  future,  modeling  analyses  show  that  Snake  River  spring,  summer,  and 
fall  chinook  are  likely  to  go  extinct. 

What  is  your  organization's  position  on  the  present  system  of  bypassing 
and  collecting  smolts  and  transporting  them  in  barges  or  by  truck  past 
Bonneville  Dam? 

As  described  in  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River 
treaty  tribes  salmon  restoration  plan,  the  tribes  believe  salmon  should 
be  left  in  the  river.  Rather  than  being  transported,  juvenile  salmon 
should  be  allowed  to  migrate  safely  downstream  to  the  ocean. 

Mass  collection  and  transportation  of  juvenile  salmon  by  long  haul 
barging  and  trucking  has  not  offset  the  decline  of  Snake  River  salmon 
(Congleton  et  al.  1984  j NMFS  1995).  While  numerous  experiments  to 
measure  the  effect  of  transportation  have  been  conducted  since  1968, 
because  of  poor  study  design,  there  is  no  definitive  information  to 
compare  the  cumulative  and  synergistic  effects  of  transportation  against 
historical  passage  conditions  (e.g.,  spill,  increased  flow),  which 
supported  sustained  levels  of  stock  productivity  (Mundy  et  al.  1994). 

For  example,  the  impact  of  juvenile  transportation  upon  adults  returning 
to  the  spawning  grounds  has  never  been  fully  investigated,  although 
analysis  by  state,  tribal,  and  federal  salmon  biologists  suggested  that 
the  overall  effect  has  been  a decrease  in  overall  salmon  survival  rates. 

It  is  likely  that  the  transportation  process  (diverting  juveniles  into 
screened  bypass  systems,  dewatering,  sorting,  handling,  loading  and 
unloading)  is  causing  a selective  mortality.  The  transportation  process 
has  precluded  the  use  of  spill  and  additional  flow  to  protect  juvenile 
migrants.  Yearling  juveniles,  which  are  larger  and  have  undergone 
greater  physiological  development,  tend  to  be  diverted  by  screened 
systems  in  much  greater  numbers  than  subyearlings  and  fry.  For  example, 
fish  guidance  efficiency  (FGE)  at  Lower  Granite  Dam  for  yearlings  is 
estimated  at  about  60%,  while  FGE's  for  subyearlings  are  estimated  at 
about  30%.  Thus,  about  70%  of  the  subyearling  run  is  subjected  to 
turbine  passage.  As  well,  the  transportation  process  selects  against  the 
subyearling  life  history  when  guided  fish  are  subjected  to  extremely 
high  water  temperatures  within  screen  bypass  systems.  For  example,  in 
1994,  approximately  100,000  subyearling  chinook  were  lost  in  the  McNary 
Dam  screened  system  from  thermal  shock. 

The  transportation  process  also  selects  against  the  subyearling  life 
history  with  respect  to  the  timing  of  juvenile  maturation.  To  achieve 
proper  size  at  saltwater  entry  for  ocean  survival,  juveniles  must  rear 
as  they  migrate  downstream  (Reimers  1973).  Proper  size  at  saltwater 
entry  has  been  documented  to  be  extremely  important  to  survival  to  adult 
and  age  of  maturation.  For  example,  Reimers  (1973)  used  scale  analysis 
to  find  that  returning  adult  fall  chinook  originated  largely  from 
juveniles  that  attained  a size  of  10-12  cm  at  saltwater  entry.  The 
transportation  process  interrupts  rearing  timing  and  places  subyearlings 
in  the  lower  Columbia  in  only  a few  days  when  under  natural  migration 
conditions,  the  juveniles  would  have  utilized  over  a month  to  achieve 


the  proper  size  for  saltwater  entry. 

Halting  barging  and  trucking  of  salmon  would  allow  testing  of 
alternative  passage  measures,  including  drawdown,  which  have  a 
greater  potential  for  increasing  passage  survival.  Alternative 
passage  measures  such  as  increased  flows  and  spill  have  a proven 
historical  basis  (Raymond  1988)  and  are  supported  by  studies  of 
riverbasins  worldwide  (Dodge  1989)  for  increasing  fish  production. 
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What  is  your  organization's  position  on  spilling  smolts  over  the  dam 
spillways? 

As  described  in  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River 
treaty  tribes  salmon  restoration  plan,  controlled  spill  improves  passage 
survival  of  migrating  juvenile  salmon,  steelhead,  and  lamprey  at 
mainstem  hydroelectric  projects.  Spill  allows  juvenile  migrations  to 
pass  hydroelectric  projects  without  passing  through  turbines,  reduces 
travel  time  through  reservoirs,  and  reduces  predation.  In  general, 
juveniles  passed  with  controlled  spill  experience  only  0-3%  mortality 
(Holmes  1952;  NPPC  1986;  Raymond  1988;  Ledgerwood  et  al.  1990). 

A program  of  controlled  spills  that  maximize  spill  efficiency  to  allow 
80  - 90%  of  juvenile  migrants  to  pass  each  dam  by  nonturbine  routes 
without  creating  unacceptable  levels  of  dissolved  gasses  should  be 
implemented  at  all  mainstem  dams.  Dissolved  gas  concentrations  should 
not  exceed  125  - 130%  daily  average  total  gas  pressure. 

Spill  efficiency  should  be  maximized  through  the  use  of  hydroacoustic 
monitoring  across  the  entire  dam,  installation  of  full  flow  surface 
bypass  systems,  installation  of  fliplips  at  dams  and  other  gas  abatement 
structures  where  excess  total  dissolved  gas  can  cause  gas  bubble  trauma, 
and  implementation  of  evaluated  spill  patterns.  Dissolved  gas  monitoring 
measures  should  be  implemented  as  a part  of  this  program  to  identify 
physical  aspects  of  the  gas  plumes  in  the  water  column  and  to  determine 
effects  on  fish  in  the  river.  Similar  gas  monitoring  measures  to 
determine  effects  on  fish  in  the  Columbia  River  pools  were  begun  by 
the  tribes  in  1996. 
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What  is  your  organization's  position  on  flow  augmentation  and  the  Fish 
Flush  plan  to  reduce  smolt  travel  time? 

Adequate  flows  are  necessary  to  restore  mainstem  habitat  and  promote 
life  history  diversity.  Specifically,  these  will  reduce  smolt  (juvenile 
salmon)  exposure  time  to  adverse  conditions,  and  facilitate  their  urge 
to  migrate  once  triggered  by  physiological  cues.  Adequate  flows  also 
improve  the  effectiveness  of  spill,  allow  for  more  efficient  turbine 
operations,  reduce  water  temperatures,  and  improve  bypass  system 
performance.  In  the  long-term,  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  Columbia 
River  treaty  tribes  restoration  plan,  recommends  that  water  flow  actions 
be  based  on  an  approach  to  recreate  the  natural  hydrograph  and  reduce 
hourly  and  daily  fluctuations  due  to  power  peaking.  Drawdown  to  natural 
river  level  is  generally  intended  to  restore  flows  to  the  water  surface 
elevations  that  existed  in  the  Snake  River  prior  to  impoundment,  John 
Day  Dam  drawdown  to  spillway  crest  should  be  considered  a high  priority. 

This  action  would  improve  migration  conditions  for  juvenile  salmon. 

Flow  measures  for  the  Columbia  River  are  defined  in  terms  of  minimum 
instream  flows  as  measured  at  The  Dalles  Dam.  Canadian  reservoirs, 
comprising  approximately  one-half  of  the  Columbia  River's  storage,  must 
be  drafted  as  necessary  to  meet  the  flow  targets  at  The  Dalles.  The 
targets  change  based  upon  reservoir  conditions  at  the  conclusion  of  each 
water  year.  With  respect  to  daily  and  hourly  flows,  assume  no  more  than 
a 10%  variance  in  flow  volumes  at  any  specific  point  on  the  river  in  a 
24-hour  period.  The  tribal  fish  restoration  plan  endorses  providing  flow 
minimums  that  are  biweekly  averages  with  weekend  and  holiday  flows  at 
least  80%  of  the  previous  five  days'  flow  levels. 

What  is  your  position  on  the  Drawdown  Plan  to  reduce  smolt  travel  time 
by  lowering  the  level  in  the  four  lower  Snake  River  migration  corridor 
dams? 

As  described  in  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  four  Columbia  River 
treaty  tribes  salmon  restoration  plan,  the  tribes'  preferred  alternative 
for  Snake  River  Dam  drawdown  would  require  structural  modifications  at 
Lower  Granite,  Little  Goose,  Lower  Monumental,  and  Ice  Flarbor  dams  to 
allow  for  drawdown  to  natural  river  level.  Drawdown  to  natural  river 
level  is  generally  intended  to  restore  flows  to  the  water  surface 
elevations  that  existed  in  the  Snake  River  prior  to  impoundment,  John 
Day  Dam  drawdown  to  spillway  crest  should  be  considered  a high  priority. 
This  action  would  improve  migration  conditions  for  juvenile  salmon. 

The  tribes  believe  juvenile  salmon,  rather  than  being  transported  in 
barges  and  trucks,  should  be  left  in  the  river  and  be  allowed  to  migrate 
safely  downstream  to  the  ocean.  (Smolts,  that  is  juvenile  salmon,  do  not 
use  fish  ladders.  Only  migrating  adult  salmon  use  ladders.  Migrating 
juvenile  salmon  need  a different  kind  of  help  getting  across  dams: 

Unless  spill,  bypass  systems  or  drawdowns  are  used,  smolts  are  swept 
into  the  generating  turbines  of  dams  where  the  juvenile  salmon  are 
killed,  injured,  or  disoriented  and  vulnerable  to  predation.  Between 
5-15%  of  migrating  smolts  are  killed  at  each  dam!  This  is  a far  greater 
mortality  rate  than  experienced  by  returning  adult  salmon.) 

Modeling  analyses  by  the  states  and  tribes  involved  in  the  IDFG  v.  NMFS 
processes  indicate  a high  probability  of  survival  and  recovery  of 
spring,  summer,  and  fall  Chinook  populations  under  a Snake  River  Dam 
drawdown  to  natural  river  level  and  John  Day  Dam  drawdown  to  spillway 
crest.  These  actions  would  increase  survival  of  juvenile  salmon 
originating  from  the  Snake  River  above  Lower  Granite  Dam  by  between 
3.4  - 4.0  times  recent  survival  rates.  If  drawdown  and  flow  actions  are 
not  implemented  and  conditions  of  the  past  ten  years  are  assumed  into  the 
future,  modeling  analyses  show  that  Snake  River  spring,  summer,  and  fall 
chinook  are  likely  to  go  extinct. 


What  is  your  organization's  position  on  the  use  of  hatchery  production 
to  mitigate  the  impacts  of  the  dams? 

The  recommendations  in  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit,  the  Columbia  River 
treaty  tribes  restoration  plan,  are  intended  to  support  healthy 
naturally  reproducing  salmon  populations  throughout  the  Columbia  Basin. 

The  tribes  realize,  however,  that  salmon  populations  with  lower  than 
average  rates  of  production  are  also  worthy  of  protection  and  long-term 
persistence,  but  may  not  be  able  to  maintain  themselves  by  natural 
reproduction  alone. 

To  accomplish  this,  the  tribal  salmon  restoration  plan  describes  how  the 
Columbia  Basin's  watersheds  can  be  protected  from  additional  damage;  how 
degraded  areas  can  be  rehabilitated;  and  identifies  where  fish  stocks 
need  to  be  re-introduced  or  supplemented.  To  return  the  basin's 
watersheds  to  health  and  productivity,  the  tribes  seek  to  engage  their 
watershed  neighbors  in  local,  collaborative  efforts. 

Rather  than  continuing  current  hatchery  rearing  and  release  methods,  the 
tribal  salmon  restoration  plan  outlines  new  propagation  strategies  to 
reestablish  wild  salmon  runs.  With  so  many  Columbia  Basin  salmon  stocks 
at  such  low  numbers,  supplementation,  which  is  what  the  tribes  call 
their  propagation  proposal,  is  now  an  indispensable  part  of  any 
restoration  plan.  While  accounting  for  genetic  concerns,  the  tribal  plan 
asserts  that  any  risks  associated  with  supplementation  are  exceeded  by 
the  far  greater  risk  of  further  extinctions. 

The  tribes  believe  hatchery  technology  can  play  a significant  role  in 
the  following  cases: 

1.  To  reduce  the  risk  to  those  populations  most  in  danger  of  short  term 
extinction; 

2.  To  restore  production  to  areas  where  the  original  population  has  been 
eliminated; 

3.  To  provide  partial  mitigation  for  populations  where  society  is  unable 
or  unwilling  to  take  necessary  preservation  actions  in  other  parts  of 
the  salmon's  natural  ecosystem; 

4.  To  maintain  individual  populations  with  much  lower-than-average 
productivity  over  the  long  term;  and 

5.  To  replace  production  lost  because  of  permanent  blockage  or 
alteration  of  former  habitat. 

What  policies  or  procedures,  if  any,  does  your  organization  recommend 
for  the  restoration  and  preservation  of  Columbia/Snake  River  salmon? 

The  tribes  conclude  that  significant  actions  must  be  undertaken 
immediately  if  we  are  to  preserve  our  cultural  heritage  and  treaty- 
guaranteed  property  rights.  The  preferred  approach  for  managing  these 
required  activities  is  adaptive  management.  This  approach  combines  the 
objective  approach  of  scientific  methodology  with  social  and  political 
decision  making  processes.  The  framework  for  implementing  this  approach 
is  contained  in  the  Columbia  River  treaty  tribes  salmon  restoration 
plan,  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit:  The  Spirit  of  the  Salmon. 

Adaptive  management  is  a process  consisting  of  identifying  a problem, 
taking  actions  to  address  the  problem,  observing  the  results,  and 
modifying  the  assessment  of  the  problem  and  needed  remedies.  Adaptive 
management  requires  taking  actions  of  a magnitude  large  enough  to  be 
likely  to  demonstrate  measurable  results  in  the  face  of  inherent 
biological  variability.  It  is  a flexible  process  that  does  not  require 
perfect  knowledge  to  begin.  It  is  self-correcting  as  new  information  is 
obtained . 

This  tribal  salmon  restoration  plan  establishes  a foundation  for 
the  United  States  and  its  citizens  to  honor  their  treaty  and  trust 
responsibilities  to  the  four  tribes.  If  implemented,  it  would  begin  to 
return  fish  to  many  of  the  tribes'  usual  and  accustomed  fishing  places, 
as  guaranteed  in  1855  treaties,  and  would  begin  to  meet  ceremonial, 
subsistence  and  commercial  needs  of  tribal  members.  If  these  obligations 
were  met,  the  non-Indian  public  would  be  a beneficiary,  enjoying  its 
legal  allotment  of  harvestable  fish  and  sharing  a healthier,  more 
natural  river  system. 

The  three  sovereigns  in  the  Columbia  River  Basin  (tribal  governments, 
state  governments,  and  federal  government)  have  each  produced  plans  to 


increase  salmon  stocks.  They  have  begun  a process  to  identify  and 
implement  salmon  recovery  actions  common  to  all  the  plans  and  are 
working  to  resolve  those  actions  which  are  disputed.  The  sovereigns  in 
cooperation  with  local  watershed  communities  must  together  take  unified 
actions  to  restore  the  salmon  now.  Local  citizens  can  join  this  effort 
by  becoming  involved  in  local  watershed  groups  and  projects. 

Summary  of  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit  Institutional  Recommendations: 

* Rather  than  create  a new  federal  bureaucracy,  use  the  Columbia  River 
Fish  Management  Plan,  the  Northwest  Power  Planning  Council's  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Program,  and  orders  of  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 
as  a basis  for  management. 

* Plan  and  implement  production  called  for  in  the  Columbia  River  Fish 
Management  Plan. 

* For  public  lands  and  water  project  management,  implement  a dispute 
resolution  process  similar  to  Columbia  River  Fish  Management  Plan  and 
Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  processes. 

* Establish  a new  state  and  tribal  fish  and  wildlife  entity  using 
Bonneville  Power  Administration  funding. 

* Support  ongoing  and  implement  new  subbasin  planning  through  a 
Columbia  Basin  watershed  trust  program. 

* Base  Endangered  Species  Act  listing  on  the  status  of  species 
throughout  a significant  portion  of  its  spawning  and  rearing  range.  In 
the  absence  of  scientific  proof,  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service 
should  withdraw  its  Evolutionary  Significant  Unit  (ESU)  interim  policy 
as  a basis  for  Endangered  Species  Act  listings. 

* Transfer  federally  funded  hatcheries  located  on  reservations  and  at 
other  upriver  sites  to  tribal  control. 

* State,  tribal  and  federal  fish  agencies  coordinate  and  set 
priorities  for  research,  monitoring  and  evaluation  programs. 

* Continue  development  of  and  make  research  and  monitoring  data 
available  through  a coordinated  information  system. 

* Update  provisions  of  the  Pacific  Salmon  Treaty  and  the  Columbia 
River  Fish  Management  Plan  based  on  the  latest  survival  rate  and  catch 
level  information. 

* Continue  coordinated  harvest  law  enforcement;  develop  habitat 
protection  law  enforcement. 

Summary  of  Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi  Wa-Kish-Wit  Technical  Recommendations: 

* Begin  improving  in-channel  stream  conditions  for  anadromous  fish  by 
improving  or  eliminating  land-use  practices  that  degrade  watershed 
quality. 

* Protect  and  increase  instream  flows  by  limiting  additional 
consumptive  water  withdrawals,  using  the  most  efficient  irrigation 
methods,  preventing  soil  compaction  and  riparian  vegetation  removal  and 
wetland  destruction;  where  necessary,  restore  soil,  restore  riparian 
vegetation  and  re-create  wetlands. 

* Actively  restore  watersheds  where  salmon  populations  are  in  imminent 
danger  of  extinction.  Use  ^Coarse  Screening  Process^  to  develop 
demonstration  projects. 

* Use  supplementation  to  help  rebuild  salmon  populations  at  high 
demographic  risk  of  extirpation. 

* Use  supplementation  to  reintroduce  salmon  to  watersheds  from  which 
they  have  been  extirpated. 

* Use  flow,  spill,  drawdowns,  peak  efficiency  turbine  operation,  new 
turbine  technology,  and  predator  control  projects  to  improve  inriver 
juvenile  salmon  survival;  avoid  fluctuations  caused  by  power  peaking 
operations . 

* Protect  and  restore  critical  estuary  habitat. 

* Establish  Alaskan  and  Canadian  ocean  fisheries  based  on  Chinook 
abundance . 

* Use  stored  cold  water,  additional  ladders,  ladder  improvements  and 
ladder  maintenance  to  enhance  mainstream  adult  passage;  incorporate 
24-hour  video  fish  counting. 

* Improve  water  quality  by  eliminating  sources  of  toxic  pollution 
that  accumulates  in  fish  tissue  and  by  reducing  discharges  of  other 
contaminants  to  meet  water  quality  criteria  for  anadromous  fish. 


* Closely  monitor  tributary  production  and  escapement  to  improve 
management . 

* Conduct  research  on  Pacific  lamprey  and  design  artificial 
propagation  strategies  to  supplement  natural  production. 

* Develop  artificial  propagation  and  management  strategies  for  white 
sturgeon  populations  above  Bonneville  Dam. 

Posted  22  March,  1997 

"RE : Four  Day  Campaign  for  Leonard  Peltier"  — 

Date:  99-04-10  08:44:40  EDT 

From:  elizdale@northernway.net  (Dale  and  Elizabeth) 

Subj : New  4 day  campaign  for  Leonard 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

FOUR  DAY  CAMPAIGN  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

BEGINNING  APRIL  19TH  WE  ARE  CALLING  FOR  A RENEWED  CAMPAIGN 
TO  PRESSURE  THE  BUREAU  OF  PRISONS  INTO  SENDING 
LEONARD  PELTIER  TO  THE  MAYO  CLINIC! 

PLEASE  10IN  US  IN  FOUR  DAYS  OF  FAXING,  PHONING,  EMAILING,  AND 
LETTER  WRITING! 

The  Pressure  is  on  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP)  to  send  Leonard  Peltier  to 
the  Mayo  Clinic.  They  have  denied  him  medical  attention  for  two  years  now, 
in  defiance  of  the  United  States  constitution.  The  campaign  to  pressure 
the  BOP  into  sending  Leonard  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  has  moved  them  to  consult 
with  their  own  doctors  at  Springfield  Medical  Prison  Facility.  Their  own 
doctors  have  admitted  that  they  cannot  treat  Leonard  and  have  advised  that 
he  be  sent  to  the  Mayo  Clinic.  Yet  the  BOP  is  still  sitting  on  their 
hands.  So  now  is  the  time  to  intensify  the  pressure  on  them. 

For  this  reason,  we  are  urging  everyone  to  join  in  a campaign  of  four 
days  of  faxing,  phoning,  e-mailing  and  snail  mailing  to  pressure  the  BOP. 
This  campaign  will  begin  on  APRIL  19th.  Every  day  of  the  campaign,  please 
send  a fax  to  the  BOP,  along  with  an  email,  a phone  call,  and  a postal 
letter.  We  want  to  bring  their  offices  to  a stand-still.  And  please  send 
copies  of  your  faxes  and  emails  to  peltiercampaign@hotmail.com  so  we  can 
monitor  the  campaign.  The  contact  information  for  the  BOP  can  be  found  at 
the  end  of  this  alert. 

PINE  RIDGE  AND  LEONARD'S  IMPRISONMENT 

The  United  States  prides  itself  on  being  the  champion  of  civil  rights  and 
humanitarian  causes,  and  yet  ethnic  cleansing  continues  in  the  US  without 
interruption . Aside  from  the  millions  of  blacks  and  Hispanics  who  are  now 
held  captive,  the  US  prison  system  is  the  largest  growing  Indian 
reservation.  Native  people  are  being  locked  up  as  part  of  an  effort  to 
take  away  from  them  what  little  they  have  left.  The  events  on  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota,  and  the  continuing  imprisonment  of 
Leonard  Peltier  are  a case  in  point. 

In  the  1970' s,  the  US  Geological  Survey  discovered  uranium  on  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation.  Knowing  that  traditional  Lakota  Indians  on  the 
reservation  would  resist  their  attempts  to  take  this  land,  the  US 
supported  a corrupt  tribal  government  and  armed  death  squads  which 
operated  on  the  reservation  to  terrorize  traditionals  into  submission. 
Between  1973  and  1976  over  60  traditional  Lakota  were  murdered;  there  has 
never  been  an  inquiry  into  their  deaths. 

In  1975,  out  of  desperation,  the  traditional  Lakota  people  asked  the 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  to  come  to  their  aid.  AIM  established  a 
camp  at  the  lumping  Bull  compound  and  began  building  community.  On  Dune 
26,  the  FBI  closed  off  the  reservation  and  launched  a pre-emptive  assault 
on  the  AIM  encampment.  To  justify  the  assault,  they  first  sent  two  agents 
into  the  compound,  allegedly  in  pursuit  of  a man  who  had  stolen  a pair  of 
cowboy  boots.  In  the  fire  fight  which  followed,  two  FBI  agents  and  one 
Indian  were  killed.  The  rest  of  the  AIM  members  managed  to  escape.  At  the 
same  time  that  these  events  were  happening,  the  US  government  illegally 
seized  133,000  acres  of  Lakota  land. 

Subsequently,  two  AIM  leaders  were  arrested  and  placed  on  trial.  They 


were  found  not  guilty  by  reason  of  self-defense.  Leonard  Peltier  was 
arrested  in  Canada  and  extradited  on  the  power  of  false  affidavits.  His 
trial  was  a travesty.  The  judge  was  prejudiced  against  Indians  and  would 
not  allow  any  evidence  of  self-defense.  The  government  presented 
fabricated  ballistics  reports  and  perjured  testimony  attributing  the 
crimes  directly  to  Leonard.  He  was  sentenced  to  two  life  terms. 

Over  the  years,  Leonard's  defense  team  has  disproven  every  piece  of 
evidence  and  all  of  the  testimony  against  him.  One  of  the  chief 
prosecutors  in  his  case  even  admitted  that  Leonard  did  not  commit  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  convicted,  but  "somebody  has  to  pay  for  it."  The 
truth  is  that  Leonard  remains  in  prison  in  an  effort  to  cover  up  the 
seizure  of  Lakota  lands  and  the  billions  in  profits  taken  from  this  land 
by  multinational  corporations  and  the  US  government. 

While  in  prison,  Leonard  has  thwarted  two  assassination  attempts  and 
fought  in  numerous  struggles  not  only  for  himself  but  for  the  rights  of 
others.  Most  recently,  he  almost  died  as  a result  of  a botched  maxilla- 
facial  surgery  at  Springfield  Medical  Prison  Facility.  Leonard  remained 
in  a coma  for  eighteen  hours  following  the  surgery,  and  he  has  been  in 
constant,  excruciating  pain  ever  since.  For  two  years  now,  ever  since 
that  surgery,  he  had  not  been  able  to  move  his  jaw.  He  feeds  himself  by 
jamming  what  food  he  can  through  a small  gap  between  his  teeth,  and  then 
crushing  it  up  with  his  tongue  until  he  can  swallow  it.  Dr.  Keller  of  the 
Mayo  Clinic  has  offered  to  treat  Leonard  for  free,  yet  to  date  the  BOP  has 
denied  him  this  treatment.  Now  that  their  own  doctors  have  admitted  that 
they  can  do  nothing  for  Leonard  and  recommended  that  he  be  sent  to  the 
Mayo  Clinic,  the  BOP  can  offer  no  more  excuses  for  not  doing  so. 

Now  is  the  time  to  put  on  the  pressure.  Please  write,  fax,  email,  and 
call  the  BOP.  And  please  send  copies  of  your  messages  to 
peltiercampaign@hotmail.com.  We  are  also  asking  you  to  please  contact  the 
officials  listed  below,  along  with  your  congressperson,  and  urge  them  to 
look  into  this  matter. 

On  April  19th,  in  conjunction  with  the  campaign  to  send  Leonard  to  the 
Mayo  Clinic,  we  are  asking  people  to  join  us  in  four  days  of  fasting  and 
prayer  for  Leonard.  Whatever  your  beliefs  or  religion,  please  keep 
Leonard  in  your  thoughts  during  this  time.  If  you  plan  on  joining  us 
during  this  period,  please  notify  us  at  fastcampaign@hotmail.com.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name  and  location. 

BOP  CONTACT  INFORMATION: 

Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  Of  Prisons  at: 
e-mail:  khawk@bop.gov  or  swolfson@bop.gov, 
or  write  to  her  at: 

320  First  St.NW, 

Washington,  DC  20534, 

Phone:  (202)  307-3198 
Fax:  (202)  514-6878. 

OTHER  OFFICIALS  TO  CONTACT: 

Deputy  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Eric  Holder, 

950  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  D.C.,  20530, 

Phone:  (202)  514-2000, 

Fax:  (202)  514-0467 

Warden  Booker,  Leavenworth  Federal  Prison, 

Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Senate  Judiciary  Committee, 

224  Dirksen  Senate  Office  Building, 

Washington,  DC  20510-6275 
Phone:  (202)  224-5225 
Fax:  (202)  224-9102 


House  Of  Representatives  Judiciary  Committee 


2138  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 
Washington,  DC  20515 
Phone:  (202)  225-3951 
Fax:  (202)  225-7682 

President  Bill  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  DC  20500 
202-456-1111 

Email:  president@whitehouse.gov 

Write  the  Congressperson  from  your  district 
HOUSE  WEB  PAGE  for  addresses  and  contact  numbers 
http : //www. house . gov/ 

The  Honorable  (full  name  ) 

United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Washington  DC  20515 

Write  the  Senators  from  your  state 

SENATE  WEB  PAGE  for  addresses  and  contact  numbers 

http : //www . senate . gov/ 

The  Honorable  (full  name  ) 

United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  LEONARD,  CONTACT: 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.O.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044  USA. 

Phone  number:  (785)  842-5774. 

fax:  (785)  842-5796 

e-mail:  lpdc@idir.net 

(ask  to  be  put  on  the  LPDC  e-mail  list) 

Web  page:  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html. 

CAMPAIGN  WEB  PAGE  AND  EMAIL  LISTS: 

The  campaign  for  medical  treatment  has  an  email  list 
and  web  page.  If  you  wish  to  join  the  list,  send  a 
blank  message  to  peltier-fast-request@iww. org  with 
the  word  subscribe  in  the  subject  line. 

A more  general  email  list  has  been  established  for  issues 
related  to  Leonard.  To  subscribe,  send  a message  to 
Ma jordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  put  the  following  as  the  only  line  of 
the  message  (no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message): 

subscribe  LeonardPeltier 

The  web  site  can  be  found  at: 

http : //www. orphanage . com/ FreePe It ier/ index . html 

"RE : Mitterrand/Menchu  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  07  Apr  1999  20:08:50  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <Oakbuddy@Southernet . net> 

Subj : Mitterrand/Menchu  for  Peltier 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Please  fax  and  email  the  following  press  release  to  your  local  med 
Thank  you. 

In  solidarity, 
the  LPDC  staff  collective 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  - April  7 , 1999 

CONTACT  Gina  Chiala  or  Keith  McHenry  at  785-842-5774 

MORE  INTERNATIONAL  PRESSURE  TO  HOLD  THE  U.S.  ACCOUNTABLE  TO  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
AT  HOME 

"I  would  like  to  assure  you  anew  of  my  complete  support  and  tell  you  my 
hope  about  this  new  action  undertaken  to  obtain  executive  clemency.  I feel 
particularly  concerned,  knowing  that  your  health  is  getting  worse  due  to  the 
lack  of  appropriate  medical  care  and  I hope  the  prison  authorities,  with 
regard  for  the  basic  rights  of  any  human  being,  will  agree  to  transfer  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Mayo  Clinic"  — Danielle  Mitterrand  in  her  letter 
to  Leonard  Peltier. 

France's  former  first  lady,  Danielle  Mitterrand  will  be  leading  an 
official  fact  finding  mission  that  will  meet  with  several  government 
officials  and  NGOs  in  Washington  D.C.  on  April  29,  1999.  She  will  then  be 
meeting  with  Native  American  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  on  April 
30th  at  the  US  Federal  Penitentiary  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Rigoberta 
Menchu,  Nobel  Peace  Prize  Laureate  recognized  for  her  human  rights  work  in 
her  homeland  of  Guatemala,  is  planning  on  accompanying  Danielle  Mitterand 
to  Leavenworth  Prison  to  meet  with  Leonard  Peltier. 

Danielle  Mitterrand  is  the  president  of  the  human  rights  NGO,  France 
Libertes.  She  has  made  fact  finding  missions  to  Mexico,  Turkey  and  other 
countries  where  governments  have  violated  human  rights.  She  will  now  be 
conducting  a human  rights  investigation  in  the  U.S.  on  the  behalf  of 
Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu  lamal.  Both  controversial  cases  have 
received  international  attention  for  the  blatant  governmental  misconduct 
which  was  used  to  convict  both  political  activists. 

International  pressure  on  the  United  States  to  free  both  political 
prisoners  is  increasing.  On  February  11,  1999  the  European  Parliament 
passed  a resolution  demanding  the  United  States  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

They  have  also  passed  a similar  resolution  on  behalf  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal. 
Other  governments  including  Belgium  and  Italy  have  also  called  on  the 
United  States  to  free  Leonard  Peltier.  The  high  level  visit  by  Mitterrand 
is  another  indication  that  international  pressure  to  free  Leonard  Peltier 
and  Mumia  Abu  lamal  is  building. 

Press  Conferences: 

Date:  Thursday,  April  29,  1999  Time:  10:00  AM 

Location:  Amnesty  International  / USA 

600  Penn.  Ave.,  SE  5th  Floor  - Washington,  DC 

Date:  Friday,  April  30,  1999  Time:  3:00  PM 
Location:  Outside  Leavenworth  Federal  Prison 
1300  Metropolitan  Street  (Highway  73  ) 

Leavenworth,  Kansas 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

"RE : NA  Inmates  Spiritual  Rights/Prayer  Vigil"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  03:25:06  EDT 
From:  DevHawkWi@aol.com 

Subj : Fwd:  Native  American  Inmates  Spiritual  Rights/Prayer  Vigil 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 

Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  14:07:14  EDT 

Plans  are  definite  now  for  the  prayer  vigil  to  be  held  at  the  State 
Building  in  Denver  (the  crescent  shaped  building  adjacent  to  the  Civic 
Center)  on  April  24th.  The  caravan  will  begin  in  Taos,  New  Mexico  and 
will  meet  with  other  participants  at  the  Holiday  Inn  parking  lot,  exit 
101  off  1-25,  Pueblo,  Colorado  the  morning  of  April  24th  at  8:30  am.  We 
will  depart  from  Pueblo  around  9:00  am  to  pick  up  more  vehicles  for  the 


caravan  in  Colorado  Springs.  In  Colorado  Springs  we  will  meet  in  the 
parking  area  for  the  World  Arena  on  the  south  end  of  the  Springs.  We 
will  leave  there  around  10:30  am  and  caravan  to  Denver.  We  should  arrive 
in  Denver  just  a little  before  noon  and  will  follow  behind  the  drum  to 
assemble  on  the  steps  of  the  State  Building  for  the  speakers  and  prayers. 
This  will  be  a peaceful  and  respectful  demonstration  for  the  spiritual 
rights  of  the  Colorado  Native  American  inmates. 

In  order  to  make  our  point  in  a little  more  aggressive  manner,  we  are 
asking  EVERYONE,  whether  you  can  participate  in  person  or  not,  to  send 
email  and  faxes  to  the  Governor's  Office  and  to  the  Regional  Office  of 
the  Colorado  Department  of  Corrections  the  day  before  (April  23rd), 
asking  that  the  spiritual  rights  of  Native  American's  be  honored  and 
that  they  (the  DOC)  enforce  their  own  rules.  The  Colorado  DOC  has 
approved  many  rights  for  these  inmates,  but  they  DON'T  FOLLOW  THEM. 

They  feel  that  as  long  as  they  have  them  on  paper  that  is  all  they  need 
to  cover  themselves. 

N. A.T.I .V. E.S.  will  include  a list  of  fax  numbers  and  email  addresses 
next  week,  along  with  an  outline  of  the  things  we  are  specifically  asking 
for  to  be  enforced.  We  hope  that  you  will  forward  the  information  to  all 
you  know  and  ask  them  to  support  our  efforts.  We  realize  many  people 
will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  vigil  in  person,  but  they  can  help  in  this 
way.  We  thank  you  all  for  every  kind  message  and  your  interest.  Please 
don't  let  the  brothers  down.  We  need  everyone  to  follow  through.  If  we 
are  successful  in  Colorado,  we  will  be  targeting  the  Texas  DOC  next, 
since  they  don't  have  sweat  lodges  there  for  the  inmates. 

Please  look  for  a new  email,  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  the  20th  or  21st  with 
the  numbers  that  you  will  be  able  to  use.  Again,  we  ask  anyone  who  can, 
to  be  there.  It  is  one  thing  to  "talk  the  talk",  but  to  "walk  the  talk" 
is  what  makes  you  strong.  We  hope  to  see  you  the  24th.  Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Renee  Still  Day 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  11  Apr  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Hollek,  Gerald  Frank 
#E05319-A-2-203 
PO  Box  1050 

Soledad,  CA  93960-1050 
Date  of  Birth:  6/3/54 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 

Hundley,  Gary  Wayne 
#260-427 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/18/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

lames,  Charles  P 


Horner,  Paul  Franklin 

#240-070 

PO  Box  511 

Madison,  OH 

Date  of  Birth:  7/7/67 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

3ett,  Alan  Lee 
#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

lones,  Richard  Oscar 


#284-382 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 
Ancestry:  Lakota  / 
Cherokee 

Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hunt,  Henry  Lee 
#0197656 

1300  Western  Blvd 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 


#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

loan,  Robert  Richard 

#194-728 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Kendall,  Kelly  Eugene 

#279-849 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/9/61 


This  is  a repeat  from  last  week's  issue,  but  the  offer  is  so  needed  and 
generous  it  is  being  shared  again  for  those  who  did  not  see  it. 


From:  "Danny  Redeagle"  <reddeagle@hotmail . com> 
Subject:  I CAN  ASSIST... 

Date:  Sat,  03  Apr  1999  10:20:35  PST 


Hello,  My  name  is  Danny.  I am  an  enrolled  Shoshoni/Bannock  from  Fort 
Hall,  Idaho.  I currently  live  in  San  Francisco  and  work  as  a ParaLegal. 
I now  have  the  time  to  help  those  who  are  incarcerated  with  legal 
research,  and  some  legal  writing.  I myself  have  been  incarcerated  in 
the  early  80's  for  2 years  in  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  so  I know  what  it's 
like . 


This  is  done  free  of  charge  and  I only  would  ask  for  the  cost  of  postage 
unless  there  is  a way  to  get  the  information  requested  through  to  the 
inmate  via  email  attachments. 


I am  also  willing  to  do  some  desktop  publishing  and  assistance  for  those 
natives  who  would  like  to  copyright  their  work.  I hope  that  you  can  get 
the  word  out  for  me.  You  can  also  visit  my  web  page  by  clicking  below. 

Thank  you  and  I hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

Danny,  reddeagle@hotmail.com 

http : //www. geocities . com/WestHo llywood/Castro/7610/ legal Page. html 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : First  Thunder"  


Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  15:37:26  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 
Subj : First  Thunder 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I await  the  first  sound  of  thunder 
the  long  passing  of  winter 
if  is  far  off,  my  land 
Land  of  the  Navajo,  Dinetah 

Standing  here  in  the  early  light  of  day 
I can  see  the  clear  blue  sky 
I look  toward  my  homeland 
so  so  far  away 

Wind  take  me  to  the  mountain 
to  a place  of  high  mountain  streams 
I hear  the  song  of  bluejays  and  robins 
they  sing  in  thw  rustle  of  the  trees 
in  the  midst  of  the  place  I call  home 

I can  see  them  standing  there  those  two  friends  of  mine 
standing  in  the  forests,  mesas  and  dusty  roads  there 
Those  two  Twin  Heroes,  from  the  Navajo  Way,  they  call  me 
like  an  old  song,  the  words  quietly  come,  you  are  a child 
you  are  a child  of  our  grandmothers 
you  have  survived  so  that  we  may  live 

renew  me  as  a small  child 

on  green  grass  in  a high  mountain  meadow 

let  me  hear  the  song  my  mother 

she  sang  walk  this  way  my  child 

go  in  beauty  and  let  it  find  a way  before  you 

Come  back  to  us,  walk  in  these  places  we  have  known 
we  fought  many  creatures  and  saved  a place  for  you 
there  is  an  eight  sided  hogan,  a home  waiting  for  you 
go  with  beauty  and  find  your  song  to  sing 

Child  Born  for  Water  and  Monster  Slayer  whisper  in  the  wind 

We  wait  for  you  my  brother 

come  home  to  us  and  hear  the  first  thunder 

it  is  time  for  coyotes  and  winter  to  go  their  way  far  from  here 
We  come  to  bring  hard  and  soft  rain  to  this  land  of  the  navajo 
you  are  our  brother,  you  must  come  they  say 

I can  see  them  far  off  and  know  they  wait  in  the  mountains  of  home 

take  me  away  and  let  me  find  a place  in  the  songs  of  my  fathers 

and  let  me  dance  in  these  places,  the  home  of  my  mother 

let  me  drink  from  waters  they  have  tasted 

take  me  there  I say  and  they  look  at  me  from  far  off 

Child  born  for  Water  with  gentleness  says  come  my  brother 
Monster  Slayer  stands  proudly  and  motions,  come  here 
You  are  our  brother  and  this  place 
calls  your  name,  it  is  not  complete  unless  you  come 
I see  them  there  patiently  waiting  and  beckoning  me 
come  home 

yo,  they  say,  listen 

it  is  near  a time  for  new  life  and  long  summer  days 
it  is  time  for  a life  here  in  your  own  home 
come  my  brother,  share  a place  with  us  and  listen 
far  off  it  is  but  yet  it  is  near,  any  time  now  they  say 

First  thunder,  the  sound  I remember,  they  wait  and  say 

Come  sit  with  us  and  share  the  sound  ending  the  cold  cold  winter 

life  begins  a new  with  First  Thunder,  come  my  brother,  they  say 

I stand  here  and  looking  toward  home 

I am  far  away  but  I can  see  all  this  from  here 


RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago 


Date : 

From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  101 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST JOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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EASTER-TIDE 


In  bough-top  and  in  briar. 
Spring's  hidden  fire 
Leaps  up  with  free  desire. 

Again  earth  feels  the  thrill 
From  hill  to  hill. 

And  youth  must  have  its  will. 

New  strivings  and  new  hopes,  - 

Each  buds  and  opes 

Like  flowers  on  genial  slopes. 

The  sky  is  warm  and  wide,  - 
Life  glorified.  -- 
For  it  is  Easter-tide. 

-CLINTON  SCOLLARD. 


AN  EVENING  OF  SURPRISES. 

On  Monday  afternoon  as  the  weather  was  fine  and  springlike  it  was 
announced  that  the  races,  which  were  prevented  by  rain  Saturday 
afternoon,  were  to  come  off. 

So  as  soon  as  school  was  out,  great  was  the  hurrying  and  scurrying  to 
get  good  seats  on  the  athletic  field  bleachers,  while  the  racers  were 
dressing  in  the  lightest  running  garb  they  could  put  on  and  be  decent. 
Bare  legs  to  the  knees  and  bare  arms  were  common,  while  black  chintz 
"trouserlets"  and  gauze  shirts  seemed  to  be  the  favorite  uniform  for  the 
runners . 

It  was  to  be  an  inter-class  affair,  and  in  true  relay  fashion. 

First,  Abram  Hill,  Lafayette  John,  lack  Hartley  and  David  Tyndall 
representing  No.  2 school-room  ran  with  Charles  Bent,  Reuben  Shoulder, 
Frank  Whiteeyes  and  Elias  Cekiya  of  No  3.  Number  3 won. 

Then  rooms  4,  5 and  6 lined  up.  Preston  Pohoxiscut,  Uriah  Goodcane, 
Allen  Sword,  Lewis  Whiteshield  for  No.  4;  George  Field,  Edward  Hoag, 

Fred  Hare,  and  Samuel  Decora,  for  No.  5;  Richard  Hendricks,  King  Nephew, 
Peter  Alexander  and  Wm.  Howlingwolf  for  No.  6.  The  latter  room  won; 
time  4 minutes  and  19  seconds  for  the  mile.  They  were  classified  as 
class  3. 

Rooms,  7,  8 and  9 were  classed  as  class  2. 

Thomas  Tiosh,  Randolph  Hill,  Wilson  Charles  and  Joseph  Schildt  ran  for 
No.  7;  Lewis  Webster,  Joel  Cornelius,  Thaddeus  Redwater  and  Thomas 
Buchanan  ran  for  No.  8;  Frank  Yarlot,  Matthew  Johnson,  John  Kimble  and 
Charles  Cusick  ran  for  No.  9.  No.  7 won;  time  4:10. 

The  last  and  most  interesting  race  was  with  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  - the 
Sophomores,  Juniors  and  Seniors.  Great  was  the  excitement  and  severe 


the  tension  of  the  runners  when  this  class,  designated  as  1,  lined  up  as 
follows:  Nelson  Hare,  David  Dohnson,  George  Moore  and  Ralph  King  for 
the  sophomores.  No.  10;  George  Conner,  Guy  Brown,  Frank  Beaver,  Frank 
Campeau,  for  the  Duniors,  No.  11;  Artie  Miller,  Charles  Roberts,  Jacob 
Horne,  and  Isaac  Seneca,  the  Seniros,  class  '00,  No.  12.  The  noble 
Seniors  won;  time  4:01. 

How  do  they  race? 

A line  is  drawn  on  the  track  and  one  from  each  room  making  three 
beginners  stand  with  toe  on  the  mark  and  wait  for  a pistol  shot,  when 
all  start  around  the  track. 

As  soon  as  the  line  is  clear  the  second  runner  from  each  room  toes  the 
mark  and  stands  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  his  colleague  makes  the  round 
and  touches  his  and,  then  the  third,  and  the  fourth  and  so  on.  In  this 
way  each  runner  has  but  a quarter  of  a mile  to  go,  and  by  the  time  the 
four  have  made  the  round  the  mile  is  completed. 

Each  runner  as  he  came  in  was  blanketed  and  hastened  to  his  room  to 
recover  breath  and  put  on  regular  clothing. 

The  races  did  not  last  more  than  a half-hour  and  were  for  practice, 
but  good  wholesome  rivalry  of  classes  made  it  interesting  for 
spectators . 

This  was  the  first  relay  racing,  so  popular  in  colleges,  that  we  have 
experienced  at  home,  but  Mr.  Thompson  promises  that  it  shall  not  be  the 
last . 

What  was  the  second  surprise? 


continued  on  last  page. 
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Major  Pratt  lectured  before  the  boys  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  at  Glen 
Mills,  near  Philadelphia,  last  Tuesday  night,  on  invitation  of  Mr.  Vaux, 
who  lectured  here  last  night. 

We  hear  that  a little  baby  girl  has  come  to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  George,  of  the  Chemawa  School,  Oregon,  former  pupils  of  this 
school.  Mr.  George  is  the  band  leader  there. 

Read  Dr.  Harris'  speech  to  the  graduates.  Every  Indian  man  and  woman 
in  the  land  at  all  able  to  understand  English  should  study  this 
address.  The  definition  to  civilization  as  given  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education  is  profound  in  its  simplicity;  and  his  deep, 
scientific  reasoning  should  be  studied  by  every  person  interested  in 
what  goes  to  make  up  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

That  was  more  than  a gentle  zephyr  on  Wednesday  all  day  to  say  nothing 
of  Tuesday  night,  when  the  rattling  of  tin  roofs,  banging  of  shutters 


and  slamming  of  doors  made  music  not  enjoyed  by  would-be  sleepers. 

Miss  Bourassa,  '90,  is  so  extremely  modest  that  she  speaks  not  of 
herself  or  her  work  at  the  great  Phoenix  school , Arizona.  "I  am  anxious 
to  help  the  good  work  along/'  she  says  at  the  close  of  an  extremely 
business  note,  forgetting  that  the  best  way  to  help  it  along  would  be  to 
let  our  readers  know  what  she,  a member  of  the  second  class  to  graduate, 
is  doing.  Miss  Bourassa  was  a teacher  with  us  for  some  time. 

Alice  Leeds  who  is  at  the  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  school  says,  "I 
like  our  superintendent.  We  all  do,  but  I miss  the  deal  little  HELPER 
from  our  dear  old  school,  so  I will  send  the  money.  The  roses  are 
almost  ready  to  bloom  here." 

When  it  is  remembered  that  we  do  only  hand  work  in  our  shoe  shop,  and 
that  for  a few  months  each  year  most  of  the  boys  are  working  out  on 
farms,  the  number  of  new  shoes  turned  out  by  these  apprentices,  most  of 
whom  are  exceedingly  new,  is  marvelous. 

Mr.  Morrett  when  asked  how  many  shoes  they  manufacture  on  the  average, 
answered:  "Since  last  April  we  have  made  1392  pairs  of  new  shoes,  and 
repaired  over  2000  pairs."  "Do  you  prepare  your  boys  to  enter  shoe 
factories?"  "No,  we  work  on  different  lines.  I teach  a boy  to  make  an 
entire  shoe,  but  the  men  in  factories  do  not  learn  that,  unless  they 
remain  several  years  and  go  from  machine  to  machine.  If  I had  a very 
little  machinery  I could  make  factory  hands  of  the  Indians  if  that  were 
desirable."  "Is  not  cobbling  a good  branch  of  the  trade?"  "Most 
excellent,  and  my  boys  will  do  better  cobbling  than  a shoe  factory  man 
who  has  not  learned  the  construction  of  a shoe  from  the  very  beginning." 

One  of  the  boys  who  was  anxious  to  go  out  to  work  on  a farm  was  nearly 
a six-footer.  He  wished  to  go  at  once,  and  thought  he  would  see  Miss 
Ely  about  it.  He  stood  by  her  side  looking  away  down  into  her  eyes, 

(she  looking  away  up  into  his  to  get  his  inquiry)  and  said:  "Do  you 
think  you  can  send  me  all  at  once?"  After  surveying  him  from  top  to  toe 
to  conceal  her  amusement  at  his  use  of  the  word  "all"  she  concluded  she 
could  and  the  boy  marched  off  in  high  glee. 

These  officers  were  elected  by  the  Susans  at  a recent  meeting: 
President,  Pasaquala  Anderson;  Vice-president,  Rose  Poodry;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mamie  Ryan,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Emily  Clarke;  Reporter, 
Frances  Harris;  Marshall,  Celinda  King;  Critic,  Sara  Smith;  Treasurer, 
Melinda  Metoxen;  Pianist,  Ida  Swallow. 

The  Carlisle  Opera  house  management  of  the  lights  is  the  worst  we  ever 
saw,  and  we  have  traveled  far  and  near.  To  have  the  stage  brilliantly 
lighted  and  the  audience  room  in  utter  darkness  makes  a very  annoying 
effect.  If  the  actors  knew  how  the  shades  from  the  footlights  fell  on 
their  faces  making  handsome  persons  look  hideous,  they  would  never  come 
to  Carlisle  to  do  their  acting.  The  overhead  lights  are  not  managed 
well,  and  the  audience  lights  worse.  Complaints  of  those  who  have 
attended  the  Brockway  course  from  our  school  have  been  many. 

Arrangements  are  being  completed  for  the  Indian  School  Service 
Institute  to  be  held  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  beginning  Duly  10th, 
which  comes  about  the  same  time  that  the  National  Educational 
Association  is  to  be  in  session.  We  hear  of  several  from  our  school  who 
will  probably  attend  both.  Railroad  rates  will  be  cheaper  than  usual, 
affording  a splendid  chance  to  see  the  land  of  sunshine  and  flowers. 

Chief  Dacob  Russell,  and  ex-Carlisle  student,  Albert  Hensley,  of 
Winnebago  Agency,  Nebr.,  spent  Sunday  at  the  School.  They  had  been  to 
Washington.  Dames  Russell  came  in  from  a farm  to  see  his  father,  and 
after  two  days'  visit  went  back  contentedly  to  his  country  home,  which 
he  says  is  the  best  any  Indian  boy  could  have.  His  father  was  well 
pleased  with  the  manliness  of  his  son,  and  so  were  all  of  Dames'  friends 
at  the  school  pleased  with  his  intelligent  and  business-like  bearing. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Hoopa  Valley  School,  California,  writes  that 
George  Hazlett,  '99,  has  arrived  safely,  and  is  well  received. 
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Dohn  Bakeless  has  gotten  into  his  first  pantaloons  and  feels  himself  a 
big  man. 

We  are  going  to  speak  louder  at  our  monthly  school  exhibitions  after 


this  on  not  at  all. 

Through  our  athletic  sports  we  are  getting  at  the  true  meaning  of  such 
words  as  "grit"  and  "endurance." 

The  first  party  of  country  pupils  captures  two  of  our  best  third  and 
fourth  grade  printers  - Lewis  Webster  and  lames  Miller. 

David  Abraham  has  gone  to  live  in  the  magnificent  Wistar  Morris  home. 
Overbrook,  as  general  assistant  at  all  around  work. 

Miss  Forster  and  Mrs.  Cook  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight;  Misses 
Cutter  and  Hill,  the  Standards;  Misses  Cochran  and  Ericson,  the  Susans. 

Mr.  Harkness  and  his  boys  are  busy  making  some  much  needed  repairs  to 
the  spouting  on  the  large  barn  and  other  buildings  at  the  farm. 

Last  week  our  tailor  shop  made  one  of  its  best  runs,  producing  nearly 
a hundred  pairs  of  well-made  pantaloons,  needed  for  boys  going  to  the 
country. 

John  Uyya  left  for  his  home  in  New  Mexico  this  week.  Hohn  has  been 
with  us  for  many  years  and  leaves  with  the  best  wishes  of  a host  of 
friends . 

One  of  the  buggies  completed  about  commencement  time  was  seen  and 
purchases  by  one  of  our  visitors,  Mr.  George  W.  Miller  of  West  Chester, 
Pa. 

Kitty  nearly  made  a mash  yesterday  at  the  press;  in  trying  to  save  a 
paper  she  caught  her  fingers  in  the  machinery  which  gave  them  more  of  a 
squeeze  than  she  enjoyed. 

The  school  bakery,  managed  entirely  by  Indian  boys,  furnishes  the 
bread  required  by  our  600  students.  The  work  is  heavy  but  they 
generally  succeed  in  giving  us  good  bread. 

After  the  races  the  other  evening,  just  before  the  supper  bell  rang, 
several  of  the  girls  took  the  middle  walk  for  a racing  ground  and 
created  no  little  amusement  for  lookers  on. 

Caleb  Sickles,  '98,  breathed  freely  yesterday,  having  gotten  through 
with  the  Spring  "exams"  at  Dickinson  Preparatory.  We  had  been  fishing 
for  the  cause  of  his  recent  careworn  look. 

Mrs.  Davis  who  ahs  been  sojourning  with  us  since  before  Commencement 
received  an  appointment  for  a position  in  the  Keshena,  Wisconsin,  Indian 
School  and  has  left,  taking  her  little  daughter  Olivia  with  her. 

Ignacio  Costo  has  gone  back  to  his  home  in  California.  He  hurt  his 
ankle  some  time  ago,  and  a scrofulous  swelling  developed  from  which  he 
has  not  been  able  to  recover.  Ignacio  has  made  many  friends  at  Carlisle 
who  regret  to  see  him  leave,  and  who  wish  him  well. 

The  large  water  tanks  made  of  wood  used  for  heating  bath  water  at  the 
large  boys'  quarters,  became  worn  out  and  needed  to  be  replaced.  Steel 
plates  and  other  material  were  purchased  and  Mr.  Weber  and  his  boys  have 
about  completed  two  large  tanks  made  of  quarter  inch  steel,  in  a first 
class  manner.  To  the  boys  it  has  been  very  useful  and  instructive 
work.  To  Mr.  Weber  almost  a pastime,  being  akin  to  his  special  trade  of 
boiler-making. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  will  spend  her  Easter  vacation  from  Wilson 
College,  at  the  home  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  William  A. 
Hones  and  Mrs.  Hones,  Washington,  D.C.,  a guest  of  their  daughter.  Miss 
Agnes . 

Kendall  Pauli,  '99,  spent  a very  happy  fortnight  with  friends  in 
Washington,  and  he  has  now  gone  to  Philadelphia  as  a short  hand  student 
in  one  of  the  best  schools  of  the  city  --Banks.  He  will  work  for  his 
board  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wistar  Morris,  Overbrook,  and  go  in  and  out 
daily. 

We  learn  as  we  go  to  press  on  Thursday  evening  that  Mr.  George  Vaux  of 
Philadelphia,  is  to  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  "Glaciers  and 
glacier  region  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,"  with  slides  made  by 
Mr.  Vaux  himself.  We  anticipate  a rare  treat. 

Good  Friday  - a legal  holiday  in  Pennsylvania,  but  although  we  are  in 
Pennsylvania  we  are  not  OF  the  State  and  are  governed  by  the  United 
States  Indian  school  regulations,  which  do  not  designate  the  day  to  be 
specially  observed.  They  provide  that  no  holidays  other  than  those 
named  shall  be  observed. 

Through  force  of  habit,  after  being  excused  from  his  school  room  the 


other  day,  John  Warren  on  returning  went  into  the  old  room  he  loved  so 
well  - No.  11,  and  from  which  he  has  recently  been  promoted  to  the 
Senior  class.  Of  course,  the  laugh  was  on  John,  but  then  he  was  in  deep 
metaphysical  meditation,  and  did  not  mind. 

It  required  more  than  two  coaches  to  carry  the  113  boys  to  country 
homes  today.  They  are  a happy  set  and  ready  for  the  work  and  the 
manhood  they  will  find  in  hard  experiences.  They  will  come  back 
rough-handed,  clear-eyed,  good  complexioned  and  independent,  having 
money  in  bank  (if  they  do  not  spend  more  than  they  should.) 

Before  it  was  packed  away,  everybody  should  have  seen  that  handsome 
set  of  double  harness  purchased  by  George  Conner.  All  the  harness  boys 
had  a hand  on  it,  but  George  did  most  of  the  work.  It  is  a double 
breast-collar  harness.  Not  many  of  them  are  seen.  It  has  English 
Silver  Swedge  mounting,  and  bears  the  monogram  in  silver  of  G.B.C.  Mr. 
Kemp  has  a right  to  feel  proud  of  such  work. 

The  transposition  of  two  letters  in  a word  often  times  brings  out  a 
ridiculous  meaning.  Some  of  our  boys  and  girls  write  g-r-i-1  for  girl. 
Now  to  grill  is  to  broil  on  a gridiron.  The  other  day  a boy  was  asked 
to  write  the  definition  of  an  angle.  He  had  just  come  from  the  art 
class.  He  consulted  his  dictionary  and  wrote  that  an  angle  was  a divine 
messenger . 

The  laundry  girls  rise  to  the  occasion  in  an  emergency.  Last 
Wednesday's  details  proved  themselves  more  capable  workers,  when  asked 
to  assist  in  getting  country  boys'  clothes  out.  Blanche  McLaughlin 
finished  187  round  collars  at  the  collar  ironer  in  the  forenoon  and 
Lillie  Cornelius  ironed  170  white  shirts  on  the  same  ironer  in  the 
afternoon,  being  kept  busy  by  fifteen  diligent  workers. 

The  time  was  when  our  girls  did  not  like  to  wear  the  girls'  shoes  made 
in  our  home  shop,  but  now  they  prefer  them  to  the  cheap  store-shoe,  and 
they  wear  three  times  as  long. 
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From  1st  page. 


For  some  good  reason  the  monthly  exhibition  was  announced  for  Monday 
evening.  This  entertainment  so  much  enjoyed  by  the  student  body, 
usually  comes  Thursday  evenings. 

The  pupils  for  the  most  part  like  to  declaim  and  give  recitations,  and 
the  others  are  interested  in  their  modest  efforts.  We  like  the  Band  and 
singing  of  these  entertainments,  and  the  piano  playing  and  the  tableaux. 

Then  as  a little  between  surprise,  the  Band  on  its  way  over  to 
Assembly  Hall  stopped  on  the  band-stand  and  played  that  beautiful  medley 
of  old  familiar  tunes  composed  by  Beyer.  The  older  portion  of  the 
population  particularly  enjoy  this  selection,  for  those  are  the  songs 
they  sang  in  youth,  and  the  memory  of  old  associations  adds  to  the  charm 
of  the  excellent  music. 

The  biggest  surprise  of  all  was  when  Major  Pratt  arose  after  the 
entertainment,  to  say  a few  words  after  these  exhibitions,  he  would  do 
his  part.  We  did  not  expect  more  than  a sentence  or  two,  under  the 
circumstances,  but  he  warmed  and  sent  out  such  a volley  of  shot  that 
every  one  in  the  hall  was  hit  with  the  force  of  the  truths  uttered. 

Some  of  the  Bullets. 

During  the  evening,  lohn  Garrick  the  Henry  Clay  of  Carlisle,  had  made 
a telling  address  upon  the  Indian  question.  Major  referred  to  this  in 
terms  which  showed  complete  satisfaction,  and  then  he  called  attention 
to  Dr.  Harris'  splendid  dissertation  before  the  graduates  on 
Commencement  Day.  He  would  have  every  student  thoughtfully  read  this 
address  of  the  United  States  commissioner  of  Education  which  is 
published  in  the  Red  Man  with  Commencement  proceedings.  Major  Pratt 
thinks  the  following  paragraph  from  Dr.  Harris'  speech  one  of  the 
grandest  truths  ever  uttered: 

"If  we  cannot  come  into  contact  with  lower  civilizations  without 
bringing  extermination  to  them  we  are  still  far  from  the  goal.  It  must 
be  our  great  object  to  improve  our  institutions  until  we  can  bring 


blessings  to  lower  peoples  and  set  them  on  a road  to  rapid  progress.  We 
must  take  in  hand  their  education.  We  must  emancipate  them  from  tribal 
forms  and  usages  and  train  them  into  productive  industry.  We  must  take 
them  out  of  the  form  of  civilization  that  rests  on  tradition  and  mere 
external  authority  and  substitute  for  it  a civilization  of  the  printed 
page  which  governs  by  public  opinion  and  by  insight  rather  than  mere 
authority. 

SUCH  A CIVILIZATION  WE  HAVE  A RIGHT  TO  ENFORCE  ON  THIS  EARTH. 

We  have  a right  to  work  for  the  enlightenment  of  all  peoples  and  to 
give  our  aid  to  lift  them  into  local  self-government.  But  local 
self-government  can  not  exist  where  there  is  no  basis  of  productive 
industry  nor  book  learning. 

Here  we  have  the  answer  to  our  question:  What  is  the  right  one 
civilization  has  to  substitute  itself  in  the  place  of  another  form  of 
civilization  already  existing? 

The  Major  felt  gratitude  that  out  of  140  of  our  students  who  are 
entitled  to  go  home  this  summer,  over  100  have  expressed  a desire  to 
remain  longer  away  from  the  tribe.  We  never  can  succeed  without  making 
some  sacrifices.  It  takes  blood.  Every  time  it  takes  blood! 

Our  soldiers  in  Manila  who  number  a few  thousand  are  moving  forward 
against  a foe  that  numbers  many  millions.  It  takes  blood.  It  may  not 
take  blood  unto  death  here  at  Carlisle  to  move  forward  and  accomplish 
the  great  purpose  for  which  we  came,  but  it  takes  the  blood  of  truth  and 
righteousness . 

Along  with  our  acting  we  have  to  learn  to  speak,  and  to  speak  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  and  felt.  Suppose  that  there  were  one  Indian  in 
every  State  in  our  Union  who  was  clothed  with  the  power  necessary  to  be 

heard  and  seen  and  felt,  and  if  he  exercised  that  power,  all  the  while 

doing  his  part  as  a MAN,  the  Indian  would  soon  be  classed  with  the  rest 

of  us. 

The  Indian  will  be  wanted  to  exactly  what  he  is  worth.  If  the  very 
best  farmer  in  every  State  in  the  Union  were  an  Indian  how  long  would  it 
be  before  the  Indian  would  stand  among  the  first  people  of  the  land? 

The  Major  dwelt  upon  what  he  considered  a vital  truth  uttered  by  Dr. 
Wile  at  the  last  Sunday  afternoon  service: 

"If  we  want  a thing  we  shall  know  all  about  it." 

When  we  really  want  something  we  stick  to  it  till  we  get  it.  Whatever 
line  of  life  we  choose  he  would  have  us  endeavor  to  be  the  BEST  in  that 
line . 


A missionary  expresses  the  opinion  that  Indian  parents  give  their 
children  a wholesome  letting  alone,  which  tends  to  develop  their 
individuality. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  5,  4,  3,  9 is  not  gentle. 

My  8,  6,  7 is  a word  which  if  we  feel  the  spirit  of  strongly  enough 
will  enable  us  to  do  almost  anything. 

My  2,  1,  6,  5 is  where  vacation  is  just  now. 

My  whole  is  what  a fellow  must  have  if  he  expects  to  win  in  any  race, 
whether  it  be  running  or  in  intellectual  pursuits. 

"RE : Poem:  Mornin'  All"  - 

Date:  Sun,  19  Dul  1998  05:04:35  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@RO.COM> 

Subj : mornin'  all 

moon  rose 

but  just  a bit  ago 
the  morning  star 
crept  above  trees 
days  light 

already  dabbing  the  sky 


with  bluish  yellowed  hues 
like  some 
anxious  child 

creeping  out  of  the  covers 

before  coffee  is  on 

the  birds 

are  awaking 

declaring  the  day 

begin 

begin 

morning 

not  quite  sprung 

just  stretching  and  yawning 

awake 

Nokwisa  1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  99  23:15:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  20-26 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

20 

Cherish  the  fragile  beauty  of  nature  --  it  is  ours  to  borrow,  not  to  keep. 

21 

Sail  the  ocean  by  moonlight,  and  you  may  find  the  secret  island  of  the 
ancients . 

22 

To  know  true  power,  capture  the  wind  in  your  sails  and  journey  to  the 
place  which  no  one  has  ever  seen  before. 

23 

Three  things  sustain  life  --  food,  hope,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  wonder. 

24 

Give  me  the  beauty  of  nature  to  restore  my  spirit,  where  the  morning  dew 
glistens  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  wind  is  the  only  sound  that  I hear. 

25 

A wave  upon  the  sand  takes  only  a little  of  the  land  and  gives  the 
blessings  of  the  sea  in  return. 

26 

The  family,  ohana,  goes  on  from  generation  to  generation: 

the  seeds  of  tradition  we  plant  bear  fruit  in  a thousand  different  ways. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  12  April  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  08:37:40  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Harvard  University  Powwow 


5th  Annual 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY  POWWOW 

Saturday,  May  1,  1999 

Grand  Entry  at  Noon.  Ends  at  7:00  p.m. 

Sever  Quad,  Harvard  Yard 
(Quincy  Street) 

Cambridge,  MA 

Rain  Location:  Radcliffe  Quadrangle  Athletic  Facility,  60  Garden  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA 

Host  Drum:  Three  Winds  Drum 

Head  Man  Dancer  Aaron  Terrance  Mohawk 

Head  Woman  Dancer  Ursula  Dillard,  '00  Navajo 

Arena  Director  Brian  Anderson,  '00  Southern  Ute 

Emcee  Leroy  Little  Bear  Blackfeet 

Honor  Guard:  The  Wichita  Intertribal  Warrior  Society  Honor  Guard 
Featuring  the  dance  troop  The  Keepers  of  the  Eastern  Door  (Mohawk) 

Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

For  more  information,  call  Kasy  Wood  at  the  Harvard  University  Native 
American  Program  at  (617)  495-9058  or  kay_wood@harvard.edu. 

Sponsors:  Harvard  University  Native  American  Program  - Native  Americans  at 
Harvard-Radcliffe  - Student  Association  Cabinet  (GSE)  - HGSE  Student 
Affairs  Office  - Native  American  Law  Students'  Association  - Harvard 
Indigenous  Peoples  n(HGSE)  P Native  American  Health  Organization  (HMS)  - 
Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology 


Harvard  University  Native  American  Program 

Read  House,  Appian  Way 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

(617)  495-4923 

fax  (617)  496-3312 

WWW  site:  http://hugsel.harvard.edu/~nap/ 


Date:  13  Apr  99  10:51:26  EDT 

From:  Linda.M.Welch@Dartmouth.EDU  (Linda  M.  Welch) 

Subj : APRIL  21st  event! 

STUDENTS,  FACULT,  FRIENDS,  COLLEAGUES:  --  You  are  invited  to  participate  in 

EARTH  DAY  *** WORKSHOP/CONFERNECE  at  DARTMOUTH  COLLEGE  - HANOVER,  NH 

Wednesday,  April  21,  1999,  9:30  a.m.  - 3:30  p.m.,  101  COLLIS: 

First  Nations  Environmental  Law  Program  at  Vermont  Law  School  and  the  Native 
American  Studies  Program  at  Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  attend  an 
all-day  workshop  on: 

"Using  Solar  Energy  for  Community  Economic  Development  in  Tribal  Nations" 
PURPOSE:  Solar  energy  technologies  can  be  used  to  meet  a variety  of  need  in 
tribal  communities,  needs  such  as  economic  development,  rural 
electrification,  community  self-reliance,  and  environmental  protection. 

By  using  solar  energy  in  their  communities,  and  by  taking  energy 
conservation  seriously,  tribal  nations  can  also  provide  leadership  for  the 
rest  of  the  world  by  taking  action  to  deal  with  the  main  cause  of  the  global 
climate  change  - the  emission  of  carbon  dioxide  from  the  combustion  of 
fossil  fuels.  Thus,  solar  technologies  empower  us  to  live  up  to  our 
cultural  beliefs  about  showing  our  concern  for  the  welfare  of  generations 
to  come. 

PRESENTATIONS:  The  workshop  will  feature  presentations  by: 

*Debby  Tewa,  Project  Director,  HOPI  Solar  Electric-Native  SUN  -- 
Photovoltaic  electric  power  systems  on  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Reservations. 

*Bruno  Zagar,  Environmental  Specialist,  ONEIDA  Tribe  of  Indians  of 
Wisconsin.  Super-insulated  homes  on  the  Oneida  Reservation,  with  passive 
solar  design  features  and  solar  hot  water. 

*Bruce  Coldham,  Architect,  Amherst,  Massa  chusetts  - The  WAMPANOAG' 
Tribe's  Multi-Purpose  Building,  featuring  solar  space  heating,  daylighting, 
and  nutrient  recovery  systems 

*Norman  Richards,  Director,  Environmental  Protection  Office,  MOHEGAN 
Tribe  of  Connecticut  - Energy  efficiency  features  of  the  Mohegan  Sun  Casino, 


and  emissions  trading 

*Tom  Thompson,  President,  Northeast  Sustainable  Energy  Association,  and 
Richard  Perez,  Atmospheric  Research  Center,  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Albany  - A "Solar  Legacy"  Project,  installing  photovoltaics  in  casino 
parking  lots  and  other  public  places 

The  workshop  will  also  provide  ample  time  for  tribal  representatives  to 
interact  with  the  presenters  and  to  share  their  thoughts  and  plans  with  one 
another. 

A morning  reception  with  bagels,  muffins,  coffee  and  other  ref reshements 
begins  this  workshop  at  9:00  in  101  Collis. 

A light  luncheon  for  guests  and  participants  will  be  provided  in  the  same 
room  at  12:15  p.m. 

We  invite  you  all  to  come  and  join  in  with  these  discussions...  We 
understand  that  classes  and  other  activities  will  be  pressing  for  you  on 
Wednesday,  but  If  please  drop  in  attend  this  workshop  as  long  as  you  can. 
THANKS  SO  MUCH. 

Linda  M.  Welch  in  NAS  - - 


Date:  Wed,  31  Mar  1999  15:26:41  EST5EDT 
From:  "Carmen  Shuler"  <shulerc@gactr .uga.edu> 

Subj : PSA  for  : Wotanging  Ikche--nanews 

Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian  Festival 
April  17  at  Sandy  Creek  Park 
Athens,  Georgia 

loin  the  Native  American  Cultural  Society  in  beginning  a Native 
American  tradition  in  Athens.  The  Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian 
Festival  will  honor  tribal  traditions  and  teachings.  Don't  miss  this 
of  fun-filled  day  of  rich  cultural  education  for  the  everyone. 

*Exhibition  dancers  in  authentic  regalia,  friendship,  speciality,  and 
inter-tribal  dances 
^Traditional  music 

*Story  telling,  poetry,  educational  speakers 
^Primitive  skills  demonstrations 

^Native  American  stick  ball  demonstrations  (UGA  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team) 
^Native  arts,  crafts,  and  foods 
Saturday,  April  17  (10:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.)  at  Sandy  Creek  Park, 

Athens,  Georgia. 

Admission  $3.00  (children  under  3 and  seniors  65  and  older  free). 

Call  706-543-8425  for  more  information. 


Date:  Sat,  10  Apr  1999  01:14:32  -0700 
From:  wes  wildcat  <wildcat@scd.ucar.edu> 

Subj:  mark  your  calendar 

3rd  Annual  Red  Nations  Cultural  Unity  Celebration 
Contest  Pow-wow 
April  17  & 18,1999 

CU  Events  Center  University  of  Colorado 
Boulder,  Colorado 
Host  Canadian  Drum:  Red  Bull 
Host  Northern  Drum:  White  Clay 
Host  Southern  Drum:  Rose  Hill 
Head  Man:  Wayne  Silas  Ir.  (Oneida,  Menominee) 

Head  Woman:  Vicki  Stott  (Ho-Chunk) 

Arena  Director:  Big  Wind  Windy  Boy  (Cree) 

MC  Southern:  Mike  Burgess  (Comanche) 

MC  Northern:  Harold  Iron  Shield  (Upper  Yankton  Dakota) 

Grand  Entries  Sat.  1pm  & 7pm;  Sun  1pm 
Admission  is  $3/day  or  $5/weekend  pass 
7 & under/60  & over  Free 


Date:  Wed,  07  Apr  1999  15:12:17  GMT 


From:  nex0s@my-dejanews.com 
Subj : new  haven  pow  wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hi  everyone!  I was  wandering  about  town  the  other  day  and  saw  a sign  for 
a Pow  Wow  at  Yale  and  went  to  the  website  and  found  this  posted: 

Native  American  Weekend  at  Yale.  The  event  is  being  presented  in  conjunction 
with  "'Respecting  Native  American  Cultures'  --  A Conference  on  Education  and 
Native  American  Studies."  Saturday:  Native  American  Day,  featuring  talks, 
dance,  a booksigning,  a children's  trading  post,  crafts,  demonstrations,  and 
more,  10  a.m.-5  p.m.,  Peabody  Museum.  Sunday:  Powwow,  incl.  a Native  American 
dance  contest,  host  drums.  Native  American  crafts  and  more,  w/participants 
from  Indian  nations  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  11  a.m.-9  p.m., 
PWG.  (Info,  on  dance  participation:  433-2906;  directions  to  the  Peabody 
Museum:  432-  5050;  directions  to  PWG:  432-2302;  all  other  info.:  432-9855  or 
http : / /www. y ale .edu/ ana ay/) 


Aug  26-Aug  29  8th  Annual  Fireside  "Open  Air"  Gathering  and 
Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  New  Credit  First  Nation 
#6  Highway  (South  of  Hamilton),  Ontario,  CD 
Crafts  and  Food  Vendors  on  site 

Meetings/Panels/Dance/Corn  Roasts/Sobriety  Pow  Wow. 
Info:  Irene  at  905-856-4143 

Advance  Registration:  $15  - campsite  $10/night 
Cheque  to  Roger  L.  (Fireside  '99) 

P.O.  Box  35536  Strathbarton  P.O. 

Hamilton,  ON  L8H  7S6 


Date:  Fri,  09  Apr  1999  08:09:23  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj:  Meherrin  Spring  Festival 

Meherrin  Spring  Festival 

Saturday  May  1st ....  Tribal  Grounds,  Winton,  North  Carolina 


Head  Male  Dancer: 
Head  Lady  Dancer: 
MC: 

Host  Drum  : 


Keith  Anderson,  Cherokee 
Biah  Seminole,  Cherokee 
Michael  Butler, Ojibwe 
RedWolf 


Dancers  raffle  and  giveaway 

Vendors  contact:  Meherrin  Tribal  Office  (252)  398-3320 
Grand  Entry  11:00  am 

dancers  must  be  in  full  regalia  to  dance  ....and  must  dance  in  order 
to  be  eligible  for  raffle  


The  American  Indian  Society  of  Washington  D.C. 
Mothers  Day  Traditional  Pow  Wow 


May  8 & 9,99  at  Indian  Pines 
Sat  May  8,10  am  to  6 pm 
Sun,  May  9,  10  am  to  4 pm 
Grounds  open  at  10  am 
Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon 

for  more  information  call  301-877-9616-vendors  by  invitation  only 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Chesapeake,  Virginia 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 


and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation . .for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Virginia 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  TBA 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : JOHN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 
vendors  for  more  information  contact:  biah 
seminole. .757-425-7992 


Date:  Fri,  2 Apr  1999  02:27:31  EST 
Subj : More  Alabama  Spring  events 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

MORE  ALABAMA  SPRING  EVENTS 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  are  of  non-Native  origin,  but  contain  elements  or 
activities  that  may  still  be  of  interest  to  a number  of  people.  Such  events 
will  be  marked  with  the  following  symbol:  <**>. 

Note  II:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  this  newsletter:  AD  - 
Arena  Director;  HL  - Head  Lady;  HM  - Head  Man;  HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer; 

HS  - Head  Singer;  HV  - Head  Veteran;  HD  - Head  Drum;  ND  - Northern  Drum; 

SD  - Southern  Drum;  ST  - Story  Teller;  FP  - Flute  Player;  CG  - Color  Guard; 
WS  - Warrior  Society;  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies. 

A listing  followed  by  (#)  indicates  an  event  or  sponsor  that  has  a 
reputation  for  cancellations  or  date  changes,  so  be  sure  to  call  ahead  & 
double-check  in  these  instances. 

April  16-17  <**>:  Alabama  Crawfish  Festival,  at  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  80 
& AL  Hwy.  25,  Faunsdale.  Experience  crawfish  cooked  10  differnt  ways! 

Also,  arts  & crafts,  children's  activities,  live  music.  [10am-midnight, 
admission  charged]  Info:  John's  Faunsdale  Bar  & Grill,  PO  Box  218, 
Faunsdale,  AL  36738  (334)  628-3240,  or  Faunsdale  City  Hall  (334)  628-4871. 
April  16-18:  Dance  of  the  New  Spring  Moon  Pow  Wow,  US  Hwy.  411,  5.5  miles 
north  of  downtown  Gadsden,  next  to  Gaston  School.  Educational  gathering 
with  Cherokee  performers,  crafters,  demonstrators,  storytellers,  etc. 
[10am-sundown,  admission  charged]  Info:  Jeanette  Pike,  90  Walnut  St., 
Gadsden,  AL  35901  (256)  549-0351.  (#)  April  16-18  <**>:  Spring  Plant  Sale, 
Huntsville-Madison  Co.  Botanical  Garden,  4747  Bob  Wallace  Ave.,  Huntsville. 
Benefit  sale  of  annuals,  perennials,  herbs,  water  plants,  ferns,  heirloom 
plants  & garden  accesories.  Sponsored  by  the  Garden  Guild. 

Friday  & Saturday,  9am-5pm;  Sunday  lpm-5pm.  [No  admission  charge] 

Info:  (256)  830-4447. 

April  20-23  <**>:  Spring  Folklore  Festival,  Tannehill  Ironworks  State 
Historical  Park,  McCalla.  Demonstration  & sale  of  old  crafts,  such  as 
pottery  making,  quilting,  wood  carving,  basket  making,  & more. 

[9am-2pm,  admission  charged]  Info:  Vicki  Gentry  (205)  477-5711. 

April  24-25  <**>:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot, 

Tannehill  Ironworks  State  Historical  Park,  McCalla.  Saturday,  8am-5pm; 
Sunday,  8am-2pm.  [Admission  charged,  benefits  go  to  Children's 
Hospital]  Info:  Helon  Riggins,  12632  Confederate  Parkway,  McCalla, 

AL  35111  (205)  477-5711. 

May  1-2:  Bridgeport  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument.  [10am-4pm,  no  admission  charged]  Info:  Jan  Newman, 

Route  1,  Box  175,  Bridgeport,  AL  35740  (256)  495-2672. 

May  1-2:  Huntsvill  Spring  Fling,  at  Limestone  Zoological  Park,  Harvest. 
Featuring  animals,  food.  Native  American  dance,  shows.  [llam-6pm; 


admission  charged]  Info:  Dim  Case  30193  Nick  Davis  Road,  Harvest, 

AL  35759  (256)  230-0330. 

May  6-8:  Southeastern  Indian  Cultural  Festival,  at  the  Anniston 
Museum  of  Natural  History.  Traditional  dance,  storytelling,  life 
skills,  craft  demonstrations,  living  history,  encampment,  primitive 
skills,  etc.  Thursday  & Friday,  9am-3pmj  Saturday,  9am-5pm. 

[Admission  charged]  Info:  Lisa  Worsham,  PO  Box  1587,  Anniston,  AL 
36202  (256)  237-6766. 

May  8 <**>:  Old  Alabama  Town's  Herb  Day,  301  Coumbus  St., 

Montgomery.  Specialty  workshops  & exhibitors  of  herbs  & herb  products, 
plus  lunch  & music.  [9am-3pm,  admission  charged]  Info:  Stephanie 
Fulton,  301  Columbus  St.,  Montgomery,  AL  36104  (888)  240-1850  or 
(334)  240-4500. 


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:20:00  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Florida  & Georgia  Spring  Update 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest  in  Georgia  & Florida 


Note:  The  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  describing  events:  AD  - 
Arena  Director,  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer, 

HS  - Head  Singer,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller, 

GO  - Gates  Open,  GE  - Grand  Entry. 

Florida  Events 

Apr.  16-18:  Ormond  Beach  American  Indian  Festival,  Casement  Center, 

Ormond  Beach.  Info:  Dim  Sawgrass  (904)  756-7900. 

May  7-9:  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  Withlacoochee  River  Park,  Dade  City. 

Info:  (352)  583-3388. 

May  28-30:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Summerfield.  Info:  Lisel 
Cummings  (352)  245-2778. 

May  28-31:  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Ongoing:  AH-TAH-THI-KI  Museum  of  Seminole  History  & Culture, located  on 
the  Big  Cypress  Reservation  near  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  & Big  Cypress 
Campground,  60  miles  west  of  Ft.  Lauderdale.  Exhibits  & attractions 
include:  artifacts,  a Living  Seminole  Village,  boardwalk  nature  trails  into 
the  Big  Cypress  swamp,  5-screen  history  films,  interactive  computers,  and 
educational  tours.  Info:  AH-TAH-THI-KI  Museum,  HC-61,  Box  21-A,  Clewiston, 
FL  33440.  (941)  902-1113,  museum@semtribe.com,  www.seminoletribe.com/museum 

Georgia  Events 

Apr.  17:  Footsteps  of  the  Past  Indian  Festival,  Sandy  Creek  Park, 

Athens.  Info:  (706)  543-8425  or  (706)  369-9010. 

Apr.  24-25:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  All 
dancers  welcome.  Camping  is  available.  Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  304-9107  or 
katinsal@aol . com . 

May  7-8:  Augusta  Pow  Wow,  Linwood  Hayne  Boy  Scout  Camp,  Hwy.  56, 

Augusta.  Info:  Billy  Medeiros  (706)  771-1221  or  krazywilly@mindspring.com. 
May  7-9:  Cherokee  County  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Bolling  Park, 

Canton.  Info:  (770)  735-6275. 

May  14-16:  Chehaw  National  Indian  Festival,  Albany.  Note:  this  event  may 
have  been  cancelled  for  1999.  Info:  Marvin  Bannister  (912)  436-1625  or 
marvinbb@surf south . com . 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  compiled  with  the  intent  to  share 
them  with  as  many  people  as  possible.  Please  feel  free  to  make 
copies  and  pass  them  on.  These  listings  usually  concentrate  primarily 
on  Native  American  events,  but  sometimes  I include  events  of  more 
general  interest.  If  you  have  an  event  to  list,  or  would  like  to  have 
your  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  mailing  list,  please  send  an 


e-mail  with  your  request  to  wanige@aol.com. 

For  more  information  on  Alabama  events  you  may  contact  the  Alabama 
Bureau  of  Tourism  at  1-800-ALABAMA.  For  information  pertaining  to 
Alabama's  state  recognized  tribes,  contact  Alabama  Indian  Affairs 
Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
1-800-436-8261  or  (334)  242-2831. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Randy  White, 
Frosty  Deere,  Robert  Quiver,  Danet  Smith,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry, 
Barbara  Landis,  Moonlight,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Dale  and  Elizabeth,  Nancy  Thomas,  Martha  E Ture,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Kdawn, 
Renee  Still  Day,  Nokwisa  Yona 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Apr  20  21:55:31  1999 
Date:  Tue,  20  Apr  1999  18:41:48  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.017 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Assiniboine  Tabehatawi  (frog  moon) 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  On  Indian  Land; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 
http : //www. nativeweb . org/ /pages /legal/wampanoag/ index . html 
htt p: //www. sacbee.com/news/calreport/calrep_story. cgi?N27.FITML 
http://www.spokane.net : 80/news- story -body . asp?Date=041199&ID=s560087&cat= 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"We  are  in  danger  of  having  our  sacred  spiritual  ways  stolen  from  us, 
the  key  to  our  survival.  We  must  raise  a united  voice  of  protest 
against  those  who  steal  our  spiritual  traditions  and  tell  them. 


'YOU  CANNOT  HAVE  THEM,  NOT  TODAY,  NOT 
Darrell  Standing  Elk  Sicangu  Lakota 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
[ of  the  Republic  ! 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  i 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _ 

i Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

| 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 


TOMORROW NEVER!  ' 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Date:  Sun,  18  Apr  1999  19:23:14  -0500 

From:  Barbara  MorningStar  <morningstar@highland.net> 

"David  Swallow  Sr  and  Dr.  had  a house  fire  2 days  ago.  They  are  all 
alright  and  the  house  is  still  livable  but  they  lost  everything  else. 

They  are  in  desperate  need  of  towels,  sheets,  blankets,  pillows,  clothes... 
socks,  underwear,  t shirts,  jeans,  etc.  skirts  and  dresses  for  Nyla  and 
Vanessa 
clothes  sizes: 

Ully  and  Quintan,  xlarge  and  xxlarge 
Vanessa  mostly  mediums 
Nyla  mostly  large 

David  shirts  large,  jeans  33  x34. . . 

Address  is:  David  Swallow,  Dr 
Box  286 


Porcupine,  SD  57772  " 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

The  lead  story  in  this  issue  says  so  much  about  the  dominant  society. 
The  Department  of  Interior  has  mismanaged  nearly  everything  that  falls 
under  its  purview.  It  has  certainly  mismanaged  millions  of  Indian  Trust 
funds,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  zero  control  over  the  Montana  Department 
of  Livestock's  continued  slaughter  of  Yellowstone  Buffalo  proves  it  has 
few  teeth  to  support  its  pitiful  barks. 

So,  if  a person  or  entity  can't  do  anything  it  has  been  assigned  to 
manage  with  any  credibility,  what-so-ever,  what  do  you  do  with  it?  The 
Department  of  Interior  thinks  it  should  have  more  money  to  mismanage  in 
an  effort  to  improve  its  accounting  procedures. 

Foxes  and  henhouses,  undrained  swamps  and  alligators  all  come  to  mind 
when  I hear  the  wasicu  want  more  money  to  finish  screwing  up  what  is  left 
of  the  last  nasty  helping  of  greed  and  arrogance. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30177,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Interior  Department  Seeks  More  Money 


Date:  Mon,  19  Apr  1999  13:34:52  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msaj . com> 

Sub j : Interior  seeks  more  money  to  finance  accounting  duties 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  Oregonian 

Tribal  trust  funds  a mess,  official  says 

A conference  speaker  says  the  Department  of  Interior  hopes  reforms  will 
enable  it  to  account  for  the  approximately  $3  billion 
Wednesday  April  14,  1999 


By  Gordon  Gregory,  Correspondent,  The  Oregonian 

KAH-NEE-TAH  --  If  Congress  approves  a $100  million  budget  boost  for  the 
Department  of  Interior  next  year,  the  federal  government  will  be  better 
able  to  account  for  approximately  $3  billion  it  holds  in  trust  for 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Native  Americans. 

That  was  part  of  the  message  a Department  of  Interior  official  tried  to 
impart  Tuesday  morning  to  several  hundred  people  attending  the  weeklong 


Annual  National  Indian  Timber  Symposium  at  this  resort  on  the  Warm  Springs 
reservation . 

It  was  an  appropriate  topic  for  the  symposium,  which  focuses  mainly  on 
timber  management  issues.  Many  tribes,  including  those  at  Warm  Springs, 
have  timber  holdings  that  generate  trust-fund  revenue.  Because  of  poor 
record-keeping,  antiquated  accounting  systems  and  other  problems  that  date 
back  decades,  no  one  today  knows  where  all  the  money  in  the  trust  funds 
came  from  or  how  all  disbursements  should  be  made. 

"Historically,  the  Interior  Department  has  not  done  a good  job  with 
trust  management,"  said  Thomas  M.  Thompson,  of  the  Office  of  the  Special 
Trustee  for  American  Indians  at  the  department.  "They're  not  doing  a good 
job  today,  but  we  are  working  on  plans  to  improve  that." 

That  special  trustee's  office  was  created  in  1994  to  straighten  out  two 
categories  of  trust  funds:  about  $2.5  billion  held  by  about  320  tribes  and 
another  $500  million  belonging  to  about  300,000  individual  tribal  members. 
Thompson  said  that  records  are  so  poor  it's  impossible  to  tell  individuals 
how  much  money  they  personally  have  in  the  trust  account. 

"We  can't  say  if  they  have  $1,  $100  or  $1,000,"  he  said. 

The  improvements  Thompson  touted  Tuesday  would  incorporate  the  kinds  of 
trust-fund  accounting  systems  that  large,  private-sector  trust  managers 
use.  Modernizing  the  agency's  systems  is  a huge  task  to  get  the  right 
software,  computers  and  other  hardware  throughout  the  nation,  as  well  as 
retraining  thousands  of  people,  he  said. 

Congress  appropriated  $53  million  for  this  year  and  is  being  asked  for 
almost  double  that  amount  for  fiscal  1999,  said  Thompson. 

More  than  two  years  ago,  individual  tribal  members  filed  a class-action 
lawsuit,  charging  the  government  with  mismanaging  the  trust  funds.  The 
inability  or  unwillingness  of  the  Interior  Department  to  produce  documents 
in  that  suit  led  to  a contempt-of -court  citation  against  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  earlier  this  year. 

The  lawsuit  is  scheduled  to  go  to  trial  in  Dune,  and  Thompson  doesn't 
expect  the  government  to  prevail. 

"It's  very  difficult  to  prove  you've  done  a good  job  as  a trustee  with 
the  records  in  the  shape  that  we  find  them  in  today,"  he  said. 

Some  at  the  symposium  were  dubious  about  the  promise,  even  as  they  were 
hopeful  it  was  true. 

Wayne  L.  Knife,  a Colville  tribal  member  who  said  he  had  to  fight  to  get 
simple  records  on  timber  harvests  from  his  own  allotment  --  tribal  land  he 
and  his  brother  hold  title  on  --  suspects  change  will  come  slowly.  "I  have 
reservations  about  it,"  he  said. 

But  he  said  that  if  better  accounting  systems  are  put  in  place,  land 
management  would  improve  because  more  tribal  members  could  see  the  tie 
between  resource  management  and  revenue. 


You  can  reach  Gordon  Gregory  at  541-504-9106  or  by  e-mail  at 
ggg@bendnet . com . 

"RE : $1.2B  Needed  for  Indian  Schools"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Apr  1999  08:03:06  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-16-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

US:  $1.2B  Needed  for  Indian  Schools 
By  PHILIP  BRASHER 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
4/14/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  Interior  Department  soon  will  propose  a $1.2  billion 
plan  to  replace  or  repair  170  federal  Indian  schools,  agency  officials  said 
Wednesday. 

The  plan,  which  was  requested  by  Congress,  will  recommend  replacing  60  of 


the  schools  in  the  worst  condition.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  told 
a Senate  appropriations  subcommittee. 

"Our  schools  no  longer  represent,  in  many  cases,  an  effective  learning 
environment,"  said  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  for  Indian  affairs. 

The  BIA  operates  187  schools  in  23  states  serving  50,000  students  on  the 
nation's  poorest  reservations.  The  backlog  to  repair  schools  now  tops  $800 
millions,  the  BIA  estimates. 

The  department's  five-year  plan  would  require  nearly  $250  million  annually 
on  school  buildings,  four  times  what  the  BIA  is  spending  this  year. 

The  Clinton  administration  wants  to  spend  $108  million  in  2000.  But  $30 
million  of  that  total  would  go  toward  underwriting  tribal  bond  issues,  a 
controversial  idea  among  Republicans. 

The  budget  request  would  replace  as  many  as  six  schools  if  Congress 
approved  the  bonding  authority. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the  building  program  will  receive  White  House  or 
congressional  support.  The  issue  has  limited  political  appeal  because  the 
BIA's  schools  are  concentrated  in  a handful  of  states:  Arizona,  New  Mexico, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota  and  Washington. 

Gover  himself  expressed  frustration  with  the  lack  of  attention  paid  to  the 
schools . 

"I  would  love  to  have  a conversation  with  the  president  about  this, 
because  I know  he  wouldn't  stand  for  it,"  Gover  said. 

Sen.  Pete  Domenici,  R-N.M.,  said  the  administration  was  more  concerned 
about  aiding  inner-city  public  schools,  which  are  the  responsibility  of 
local  governments,  than  making  sure  federal  facilities  are  adequate. 

Sen.  Byron  Dorgan,  D-N.D.,  said  Congress  deserves  criticism  for  putting 
defense  programs  ahead  of  the  Indian  school  system. 

"RE : Chickasaw  Lt.  Governor  to  Seek  Governor  Post"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Apr  1999  08:03:06  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-16-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Chickasaw  Nation's  No.  2 man  to  seek  governor's  post 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/15/99 

ADA  --  David  Brown,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  has 
announced  that  he  will  seek  the  office  of  tribal  governor. 

Gov.  Bill  Anoatubby,  who  is  finishing  his  third  four-year  term,  hasn't 
announced  his  plans  but  is  expected  to  seek  re-election,  a tribal  spokesman 
said . 

Brown,  who  is  in  his  second  term  as  lieutenant  governor,  said:  "There  comes 
a time  when  change  must  be  made,  especially  in  a government  bureaucracy. 
Leaders  burn  out  and  lose  sight  of  the  real  purpose  of  their  office." 

He  said  he  would  select  a lieutenant  governor  running  mate  who  is  "well 
informed  and  a viable  individual  in  administering  the  governmental 
functions . " 


"RE;  Oklahoma  Choctaws  Need  Fair  Elections"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  22:40:06  -0700 
From:  "Michael"  <nakni@megsinet . net . nospam> 

Sub j : Oklahoma  Choctaws  Need  Fair  Elections 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Oklahoma  Choctaws  Need  Fair  Elections 
Vote  for  Glenn  Johnson  for  Choctaw  Chief 

It  is  election  year  in  the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  and  yet  again  we 
must  witness  an  unfair  election.  The  old  saying  that  information  is  power 


proves  true,  for  like  so  many  elections  before,  only  the  current  chief  has 
access  to  the  names  and  address  of  the  Choctaw  voters.  Through  self- 
promoting  letters  sent  to  Choctaw  voters,  and  through  the  of  the  tribal 
newspaper,  which  is  also  sent  to  all  Choctaw  voters,  the  current  chief 
Greg  Pyle  has  a blatantly  unfair  advantage  in  the  upcoming  election  on 
Duly  10,  1999. 

In  a December  23,  1998  editorial,  the  Daily  Oklahoman  (the  largest 
newspaper  in  Oklahoma)  says:  "Perhaps  it  is  wishful  thinking  to  believe  an 
atmosphere  of  freedom  would  prevail  in  the  Choctaw  Nation  after  the  ouster 
of  long-time  tribal  chief  Hollis  Roberts.  Now  comes  the  word  that  Roberts' 
successor,  Greg  Pyle,  may  have  learned  a thing  or  two  from  Roberts.  At 
Pyle's  urging,  the  tribal  council  has  kept  in  place  a system  in  which  the 
chief  has  special  access  to  the  names  of  tribal  members  who  make  up  the 
electorate  when  the  choice  of  chief  is  decided." 

The  Pyle  administration's  response  to  repeated  requests  for  reform  is  to 
send  out  a survey  asking  Choctaw  voters  for  their  names,  addresses,  birth 
dates,  social  security  numbers,  and  phone  numbers.  The  survey  (which  does 
not  include  a stamped  return  envelope)  says  name  and  addresses  may  be 
given  out  to  candidates  for  Chief  or  Tribal  Council,  but  may  also  be  given 
to  the  GENERAL  PUBLIC.  In  an  April  10,  1999  article,  the  Daily  Oklahoman 
offers  this  view  from  a Choctaw  Tribal  member:  "'That  phrase  [to  the 
general  public]  was  added  for  ulterior  motives, ’ said  Edwards,  a Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  retiree  who  is  one-quarter  Choctaw.  He  said  most  people 
will  interpret  that  their  names  will  be  given  to  junk-mail  distributors." 

The  Daily  Oklahoman  article  goes  on  to  say:  "One  of  his  challengers, 
tribal  Councilman  Glenn  Dohnson,  tried  to  pass  a 'fair-election  bill'  in 
December  that  would  have  prohibited  the  voter  list  from  going  to  anyone 
but  candidates  for  tribal  office.  Pyle  urged  the  council  to  defeat  it.  It 
failed  on  a vote  of  4 to  7."  A December  21,  1999  article  in  the  Daily 
Oklahoman  tells  us  that  Glenn  Dohnson  offers  other  ideas  for  fair 
elections:  "Dohnson  also  wants  the  tribal  newspaper,  the  Bishinik,  to  give 
equal  time  to  challenger  candidates  rather  than  focusing  only  on 
incumbents  and  their  pet  projects.  Finally,  he  wants  an  outside  company  to 
handle  absentee  election  ballots.  At  the  last  chief's  election  in  1994,  a 
large  majority  of  votes  were  cast  by  absentee  ballot." 

As  an  elected  councilman  for  the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  Glenn 
Dohnson  has  been  committed  to  promoting  bills  for  fair  elections.  As  Chief 
of  the  Choctaws,  Dohnson  will  ensure  fair  elections  for  Choctaw  people. 

All  Oklahoma  Choctaws,  especially  those  voting  with  absentee  ballots, 
please  take  the  time  to  support  the  Dohnson  candidacy  on  your  absentee 
ballots  and  mail  them  in.  Every  vote  counts.  This  is  a chance  for  Oklahoma 
Choctaws  all  over  the  county  to  become  part  of  a historical  election  which 
will  give  the  Choctaw  government  back  to  its  members. 

For  more  information,  see  Glenn  Dohnson 's  web  page: 
http: //www. glenn johnson . org 
Or  mail  the  Dohnson  campaign  at: 

Glenn  Dohnson  for  Chief 
P.0.  Box  1133 
Antlers,  OK  74523 
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Chief  seeks  judge's  removal  from  case 
By  ROD  WALTON 
c.  Tulsa  World 
4/17/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  question  of  whether  Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd  and  his 


general  counsel  should  be  held  in  contempt  of  court  gave  way  Friday  to  a 
debate  over  whether  a tribal  supreme  court  justice  who  has  been  critical 
of  Byrd  should  be  allowed  to  hear  the  case. 

Byrd  and  his  attorney,  Rex  Earl  Starr,  were  scheduled  to  appear  Friday 
afternoon  for  a contempt-of -court  hearing  on  whether  they  violated 
tribal  law  by  continuing  to  favor  payments  to  two  district  court  judges 
even  after  the  judges  were  suspended  by  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal, 
the  tribe's  high  court. 

Instead  of  that  expected  hearing,  tribunal  Chief  Justice  Philip  Viles 
Jr.  met  with  Tim  Baker  and  Lloyd  Cole,  two  attorneys  representing  Byrd 
and  Starr,  for  more  than  an  hour. 

The  three,  as  well  as  fellow  Justice  Darrell  Dowty,  were  discussing  a 
motion  to  have  Viles  disqualify  himself  from  the  hearing  process. 

Byrd  and  Starr  contend  that  Viles  cannot  be  unbiased  in  a case  involving 
Byrd  because  he  has  been  critical  of  the  chief's  job  performance  in 
newspaper  interviews.  Viles  said  Friday  that  he  refused  to  step  down, 
and  he  set  an  April  30  hearing  date  on  the  disqualification  matter. 

"I  have  been  critical  of  the  chief  and  his  performance, " Viles 
admitted,  but  said  he  could  be  fair  in  any  judicial  process  involving 
Byrd . 

Both  Baker  and  Cole  said  Byrd  and  Starr  were  not  compelled  to  attend 
Friday's  court  session  because  they  never  were  personally  served  the 
summons.  Court  papers  detailing  Friday's  session  were  only  left  on  a 
secretary's  desk  at  tribal  headquarters.  Baker  said. 

Viles  said  he  had  no  problem  with  Byrd's  and  Starr's  absences  Friday. 

Viles  and  Dowty  are  the  only  two  current  members  of  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal.  Dowty  is  a Byrd  appointee. 

Asked  which  way  Dowty  might  rule  on  the  motion  for  disqualification, 
Viles  said,  "You'll  have  to  ask  him  that." 

Dowty  later  said  he  had  no  comment  on  the  matter. 

"I  don't  give  statements  as  a justice,"  said  Dowty,  who  is  also  a 
Cherokee  County  prosecutor.  "Mr.  Viles,  he  gives  statements  every  once 
in  a while. " 

Friday's  battle  over  the  disqualification  question  obscured  the  original 
intention  of  the  court  session:  to  decide  whether  Byrd  and  Starr  were  in 
contempt  of  court  for  ignoring  the  tribunal's  ruling  that  they  not  pay 
two  district  court  justices  who  had  been  suspended. 

Viles  has  said  former  judges  DeWayne  Littlejohn  and  Tina  Jordan  weren't 
authorized  to  be  judges  and  shouldn't  be  paid. 

Dan  Floward,  the  Cherokees ' accounting  director,  later  produced  records 
showing  Jordan  and  Littlejohn  received  $36,000  in  payments  despite  the 
high  court's  contention.  Byrd  never  challenged  the  suspension  orders  in 
court  but  went  ahead  in  authorizing  the  payments. 

"RE : Mashpee  Wampanoag  Fishing  Rights"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  1999  10:47:58  -0400 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

Sub j : Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  favor  of  Mashpee  Wampanoag 
fishing  rights! 

Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  decided  April  7 in  favor  of  Mashpee 
Wampanoag  fishing  rights!  All  the  information  is  online: 
http://www.nativeweb.Org//pages/legal/wampanoag/index.html 

Wampanoag  Convictions  Overturned 
Source: 

http://www.capecodonline.com/cctimes/archives/1999/apr/4_8/fish8.htm 
By  SEAN  GONSALVES  and  DAVID  McPHERSON  STAFF  WRITERS 

The  state  Supreme  Judicial  Court  handed  the  Mashpee  Wampanoag  a 
victory  yesterday  in  their  ongoing  effort  to  defend  aboriginal 
shellfishing  rights. 

The  court  overturned  the  convictions  of  two  tribe  members  who  had 
been  charged  with  illegally  shellfishing  in  Bourne  in  1995. 

Michael  Maxim  and  David  Greene  had  been  convicted  of  taking  shellfish 


without  a permit  and  taking  soft-shell  clams  on  a day  recreational 
shellfishing  was  prohibited  by  local  regulation. 

"What  a wonderful  decision/'  responded  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Tribal 
Council  member  Glenn  Marshall. 

Marshall  attributed  the  ruling  to  the  spirit  of  Vernon  Pocknett,  the 
Wampanoag  chief  who  died  last  week  and  who  had  championed  aboriginal 
hunting  and  shellfishing  rights. 

"That  is  a gift  from  and  for  Vernon  Pocknett/'  Marshall  said. 

The  court  ruled  in  favor  of  Maxim  and  Greene  on  the  grounds  Bourne's 
shellfishing  regulation  is  ambiguous. 

A Cape  and  islands  prosecutor  said  the  decision  is  a narrow  one  and 
does  not  clarify  broader  questions  about  the  shellfishing  rights  of 
Native  Americans. 

First  Assistant  District  Attorney  Michael  O'Keefe  said  the  ruling  fails 
to  address  the  questions  of  whether  the  shellfishing  of  Native  Americans 
can  be  restricted  for  conservation  reasons  and  if  two  pre-Revolutionary  War 
treaties  on  the  issue  apply  to  the  Mashpee  Wampanoag. 

"We  need  a final  and  complete  resolution  to  this  question/'  O'Keefe 
said.  It  would  help  all  sides,  he  argued. 

The  SIC's  eight-page  decision  acknowledges  it  declined  to  address  the 
conservation  and  treaty  issues. 

[ http://www.nativeweb.0rg//pages/legal/wampan0ag/sjc.html  ] 

The  ruling  says  the  Bourne  regulation  applies  specifically  to  recreational 
and  commercial  shellfishing.  "There  is  no  definition  of  recreational 
shellfishing  contained  in  the  regulation  and  a strong  argument  can  be 
made  that  the  defendants  were  engaged  in  sustenance  rather  than  recreational 
shellfishing/'  the  decision  says. 

The  tribe  argues  state  law  has  long  recognized  the  right  of  Native 
Americans  to  shellfish  for  sustenance. 

Maxim  and  Greene  were  found  guilty  of  the  shellfishing  violations  in 
Barnstable  District  Court  in  1996,  but  they  appealed  the  rulings.  The 
state  Appeals  Court  unanimously  sided  with  them,  but  the  district 
attorney's  office  appealed  that  ruling  to  the  Supreme  Dudicial  Court. 

"I  hope  now  that  the  DA  will  cease  and  desist  any  further  appeals  and 
any  future  prosecutions,"  tribal  council  member  Marshall  said. 

But  O'Keefe  said  the  district  attorney's  office  will  ask  the  attorney 
general's  office  to  consider  pursuing  the  issue  further  by  seeking  a 
"declaratory  judgment"  on  the  outstanding  issues. 

A declaratory  judgment  would  come  from  a civil  case  in  which  a judge 
would  be  asked  to  provide  a ruling  on  the  conservation  and  treaty  issues 
without  criminal  charges  being  brought  against  anyone.  Any  parties 
interested  in  the  issue  would  be  able  to  join  in  the  case. 

"It  would,  in  our  judgment,  settle  some  of  these  questions  that  are 
invariably  left  unresolved  in  a criminal  case,"  O'Keefe  said. 

Regardless,  Marshall  said,  the  Wampanoag  will  continue  to  assert  their 
aboriginal  rights.  "We  are  going  to  continue  to  hunt  and  fish  the 
aboriginal  waters  as  we  have  since  time  immemorial." 

Copyright  c.  1999  Cape  Cod  Times.  All  rights  reserved. 
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"This  we  know:  the  earth  does  not  belong  to  man; 
man  belongs  to  the  earth  . . . 

Man  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life; 
he  is  merely  a strand  in  it. 

Whatever  he  does  to  the  web, 
he  does  to  himself." 

-Chief  Seattle  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  1854 
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Smokeshop  manager  accused  of  embezzlement 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/15/99 

MUSKOGEE  --  The  manager  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation's  smokeshop  in  Madill  was 
accused  Wednesday  of  embezzling  more  than  $27,000  from  the  tribal  business 
A six-count  federal  indictment  said  Pamela  Gail  lones,  39,  of  Kingston 
kept  funds  from  the  Madill  Tobacco  Store  instead  of  making  a week's  worth 
of  bank  deposits. 

The  charges  stemmed  from  an  investigation  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 


- — "RE:  California  Governor  Promises  Cooperation"  
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Governor  meets  with  tribal  leaders  on  gambling 
By  LOUINN  LOTA 
Associated  Press  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  --  Gov.  Gray  Davis  and  his  special  counsel  for  tribal 
affairs  met  with  representatives  from  most  of  California's  107  tribes 
Friday,  promising  cooperation  as  state  and  Indians  leaders  begin 
negotiating  new  gambling  compacts. 

The  meeting,  which  started  with  traditional  blessings  and  songs,  stood 
in  contrast  to  former  Republican  Gov.  Pete  Wilson's  sometimes  icy  and 
often  difficult  relationship  with  the  tribes  over  gambling. 

"This  is  the  first  time  a governor  of  California  has  met  with  virtually 
all  its  sovereign  nations  ...  in  mutual  respect  and  mutual  dignity  to 
advance  the  interests  of  all  the  people  you  represent  and  I represent," 
said  Davis,  a Democrat. 

Newly  appointed  tribal  affairs  counsel  William  A.  Norris,  a retired 
appellate  judge,  said  he  agreed  with  the  governor's  approach. 

"It's  critical  we  face  the  joint  responsibility  to  face  the  effects  on 
tribal  and  neighboring  communities,  and  to  weigh  long-term  policy  and 
consequences,"  he  said. 

The  gambling  compacts  negotiated  between  the  governor  and  the  tribes  are 
required  by  federal  law.  It  prohibits  forms  of  gambling  on  reservations 
that  are  not  allowed  in  the  state.  Wilson  argued  video  slot  machines  on 
the  reservations  are  illegal. 

Davis,  however,  did  not  say  the  state's  opposition  to  the  machines  would 
be  relaxed.  Instead,  he  promised  cooperation  and  understanding  during 
the  negotiations. 


"Let  us  begin  those  negotiations  between  those  sovereign  nations  that 
want  to  enter  into  such  pacts  with  seriousness  and  a sense  of  purpose/' 
he  said.  "Let  us  be  working  partners  and  not  sparring  partners." 

In  November,  voters  approved  Proposition  5,  which  eases  many  of  the 
restrictions  on  Indian  gambling.  The  Supreme  Court  has  blocked 
enforcement  of  the  proposition  until  it  rules  on  its  constitutionality. 

Several  tribes  also  are  pushing  a ballot  measure  to  nullify  the  gambling 
machine-limiting  agreements  Wilson  eventually  reached  with  11  tribes. 

More  than  40  tribes  run  casinos  in  California.  Indian  leaders  say  casino 
revenue  has  helped  halt  poverty  on  reservations . Davis  said  the  casinos 
generate  about  $4.4  billion  annually  in  economic  activity  --  goods, 
services  and  jobs  for  16,000  people. 

Many  of  the  tribal  leaders  who  attended  the  meeting  at  the  Ronald  Reagan 
Federal  Building  said  they  were  in  step  with  Davis. 

"You  have  brought  fresh  winds  of  change,"  said  Anthony  R.  Pico,  chairman 
of  the  Viejas  Band  of  Kumeyaay  Indians. 

"A  finalization  of  tribal-state  compacts  will  not  only  put  an  end  to  the 
situation  for  gaming  tribes,  but  provide  much  needed  relief  to  many  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  who,  today,  still  live  in  conditions  usually 
associated  with  third  world  countries,"  Pico  said.  "Today,  let  the 
Indian  Wars  be  over  in  California." 

Davis  was  presented  with  acorns  and  a walking  stick  made  from  a palm 
tree  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony.  Later,  the  governor,  Norris  and 
Attorney  General  Bill  Lockyer  met  with  tribal  leaders  to  discuss  the 
compacts . 

Davis  said  he  was  confident  his  administration  would  have  the  first 
compacts  signed  in  about  three  months. 

http: //www. sac bee. com/news/calreport/calrep_story . cgi?N27 .HTML 
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Water  cry:  'Share  it,'  not  'Take  it' 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/trah_19990418. html 
Mark  Trahant  <mtra-new@seatimes . com> 

Times  Staff  Columnist 

The  eeriest  place  in  the  West  may  be  Owens  Lake  in  California. 

I once  stood  by  an  old  boat  dock  near  a little  town  called 
Keeler.  It's  a ghost  town  now,  but  you  can  still  see  fragments  of 
what  was  once  a recreational  haven. 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  farmers  started  draining 
water  from  the  lake,  and  then  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  pumped  every 
single  drop  to  its  growing  urban  center. 

This  is  where  20th-century  technology  stole  a river  system  and 
redesigned  it  to  flow  through  city  faucets. 

"There  it  is.  Take  it,"  Los  Angeles  water  master  William 
Mulholland  said  in  1913  when  the  liquid  disappeared  from  the  lake 
and  was  sucked  into  the  223-mile-long  Los  Angeles  Aqueduct. 

I thought  of  Owens  Valley  last  week  when  a conservation  group, 

American  Rivers,  placed  the  Cedar  River  on  its  top  10  list  for  the 
nation's  most-endangered  rivers. 

The  Cedar  River  has  been  Seattle's  primary  source  of  water  for 
nearly  100  years.  The  idea  was  first  proposed  to  the  City  Council 
in  1881  to  create  "an  endless  supply  of  pure  mountain  water." 

So  much  of  our  history  in  the  last  century  was  about  creating 
"endless"  supplies.  There  were  no  limits,  only  the  engineering 
challenge  to  serve  a growing  city.  The  inventors  were  marvelous:  We 
figured  out  how  to  put  water  in  every  home. 

And,  even  better,  we  let  every  citizen  think  water  was  free. 

The  Cedar  River  became  this  region's  public  fountain.  Even 


literally:  Renton's  public  library  building  straddles  the  stream 
as  if  it's  supposed  to  be  a decorative  tribute  to  our  mastery  over 
the  natural  world. 

But  demands  on  the  river  go  beyond  the  thirst  of  a growing 
metropolis  or  inspiration  for  architects. 

We  now  live  in  a generation  rethinking  our  commitment  to  rivers 
by  including  salmon  and  other  beings;  and  the  task  is  to  manage  the 
resource  better.  One  day  soon  we  might  even  pay  enough  for  water  to 
reflect  its  true  cost. 

I suppose  that's  the  test  of  the  Cedar  River. 

We  have  either  learned  from  the  past  century  or,  if  not,  we're 
doomed.  We  can  balance  the  natural  world  with  urban  needs  or  declare 
the  Cedar  River  an  urban  sacrifice  area  just  like  the  Owens  Valley. 

The  city  of  Seattle,  so  far,  hasn't  done  enough  to  move  away  from 
the  last  century.  The  proposed  Habitat  Conservation  Plan,  the  city's 
formula  for  doing  business  for  the  next  50  years,  wants  the  right  to 
take  twice  as  much  water  from  the  river  as  the  city  pipes  home  now. 

A growing  city  and  suburbs  are  always  thirsty.  But  fish  need 
water,  too.  And  that's  a balance  we  need  to  strike  if  salmon  are  to 
survive. 

In  some  ways,  the  Cedar  is  a funny  stream  for  the  American  Rivers 

list.  The  river  has  already  been  altered  by  human  intervention:  It 

once  flowed  into  the  long-gone  Black  River  instead  of  into  Lake 
Washington . 

Even  though  it  should  be  impossible,  salmon  still  run  in  this  river. 

Yet,  the  Cedar  is  on  the  list  because  this  river  can  be  saved.  This 
battle  is  winnable. 

All  we  have  to  do  is  take  the  same  ingenuity  and  zeal  that  were  used 
a century  ago  to  divert  rivers  and  find  a way  to  manage  water  for  the 
use  of  both  fish  and  people. 

We  need  an  engineer  to  cry  out:  "There  it  is.  Share  it." 

Posted  at  10:33  p.m.  PDT;  Sunday,  April  18,  1999 
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Human  bones  rattle  prehistory  Remains  off  California  coast  could 

sink  land  bridge  theory 

Gary  Polakovic  - Los  Angeles  Times 

LOS  ANGELES  _ In  a discovery  that  sheds  new  light  on  the  human  conquest 
of  the  New  World,  a team  of  scientists  says  that  bones  from  an  ancient 
woman  who  lived  on  the  Channel  Islands  off  Ventura  County  in  Southern 
California  might  be  the  oldest  human  remains  ever  found  in  North  America. 

The  extraordinary  discovery  provides  important  clues  to  a critical  yet 
mysterious  period  in  human  history  --  the  end  of  the  last  major  ice  age  -- 
when  nomadic  people  began  populating  the  Americas  but  left  little  evidence 
about  who  they  were  or  where  they  came  from. 

The  woman's  bones,  subjected  to  recent  re-examination  after  spending  the 
better  part  of  four  decades  in  storage,  join  a growing  body  of  ancient 
skeletal  remains  that  challenge  traditional  theories  that  the  first 
visitors  came  here  from  northern  Asia  by  way  of  a land  bridge  to  Alaska. 
The  new  evidence  suggests  that  the  first  settlers  could  have  been 
Polynesians  or  southern  Asians  who  arrived  by  boat.  Some  of  the  recent 
remains  have  features  more  typical  of  Europeans,  scientists  say. 

"Bottom  line  is  she  may  be  the  earliest  inhabitant  of  North  America  we 
have  discovered.  It's  a find  of  national  significance,"  said  John  Johnson, 
curator  of  anthropology  at  the  Santa  Barbara  museum,  part  of  the  team 
involved  in  the  research. 

The  skeletal  remains  consist  of  two  thigh  bones  scooped  from  a gully  at 


Arlington  Canyon  on  Santa  Rosa  Island  40  years  ago.  They  were  tested  in 
the  1960s  and  kept  in  their  original  soil  before  being  encased  in  plaster 
and  stored  in  the  basement  of  the  Santa  Barbara  museum. 

Researchers  at  the  museum  and  Channel  Islands  National  Park  recently 
decided  to  subject  the  bones  to  sophisticated  DNA  and  radiocarbon  testing 
methods  that  were  not  available  when  the  bones  were  discovered. 

The  results  showed  that  the  bones  are  probably  13,000  years  old,  1,400 
years  older  than  previously  thought.  That  would  make  the  so-called 
Arlington  Springs  woman  slightly  older  than  the  oldest  known  human 
skeletons  in  North  America,  which  came  from  Montana,  Idaho  and  Texas, 
scientists  say. 

Other  members  of  the  research  team  included  scientists  from  the 
University  of  California,  Lawrence  Livermore  National  Radiocarbon 
Laboratory,  and  the  National  Park  Service. 

Results  of  the  investigation  have  not  been  submitted  to  peers  for 
critical  review  and  have  not  been  published  in  scientific  journals.  But  a 
paper  describing  the  experiment  presented  March  30  at  the  fifth  California 
Islands  Symposium  at  the  Santa  Barbara  museum  has  fueled  excitement  among 
leading  scholars  in  the  field. 

The  bones  from  Santa  Rosa  Island  join  an  exclusive  group  of  skeletons 
from  the  very  earliest  people  to  arrive  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  In 
those  days,  the  colonizers  would  have  seen  continent-sized  glaciers  and 
woolly  mammoths.  The  sea  level  was  360  feet  lower  than  it  is  today.  The 
northern  Channel  Islands  near  Ventura  and  Santa  Barbara  counties  were 
joined  in  a contiguous  land  mass  that  scientists  refer  to  as  Santa  Rosae. 

The  bones  were  found  in  a canyon  on  the  island  that  ancient  peoples  have 
inhabited  on  and  off  for  thousands  of  years.  Until  a couple  of  years  ago, 
most  scientists  thought  the  earliest  people  to  reach  the  New  World  arrived 
about  11,500  years  ago,  probably  by  walking  across  a land  bridge  where  the 
Bering  Strait  now  separates  Alaska  from  Siberia. 

History  books  describe  them  and  their  descendants  as  the  Clovis  peoples, 
big  game  hunters  who  left  stylized  spear  points  that  enabled 
archaeologists  to  track  their  migration  south  through  parting  glaciers 
along  the  Rocky  Mountains  into  the  present-day  United  States  and  Latin 
America . 

But  recent  discoveries  point  to  an  earlier  colonization  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  A campsite  known  as  Monte  Verde  in  southern  Chile  was  occupied 
12,500  years  ago.  At  the  Cactus  Hill  site  in  Virginia,  scientists  found 
stone  tools  and  charcoal  that  may  date  back  15,500  years. 

These  discoveries  challenge  the  theory  that  the  first  migrants  slogged 
overland  through  passages  in  receding  glaciers.  Travel  along  that  route 
would  have  been  slow  and  perilous  and  does  not  account  for  widespread 
distribution  of  humans  at  such  an  early  date,  the  experts  said. 

Scientists  increasingly  postulate  that  the  original  colonizers  of  the 
New  World  might  have  taken  a coastal  route.  Where  glaciers  stopped  at  the 
water's  edge,  protein-rich  seafood  was  abundant  and  the  visitors  could 
travel  by  boats.  The  bones  from  the  island  woman  bolster  that  hypothesis, 
said  archaeologist  Rob  Bonnichsen,  director  of  the  Center  for  the  Study  of 
First  Americans  at  Oregon  State  University  in  Corvallis. 

The  new  discovery  is  likely  to  be  controversial  in  part  because  many 
scientists  say  that  the  old  skeletons  found  in  the  past  few  years  around 
the  western  United  States  do  not  resemble  modern  American  Indians. 

Detailed  examinations  of  the  skulls  reveal  slender  faces,  narrower  brain 
cavities,  high  foreheads  and  slightly  protruding  chins  that  are  more 
typical  of  Caucasoid  peoples. 

Some  of  them  bear  striking  resemblance  to  a very  ancient  race  called  the 
Ainu,  a maritime  people  who  were  forerunners  of  Polynesians  and  long  ago 
occupied  Japan  and  China,  said  Douglas  Owsley,  head  of  the  physical 
anthropology  department  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution's  National  Museum 
of  Natural  History. 

In  contrast,  American  Indians  and  their  ancestors  have  features  common 
to  Eskimos  and  people  of  northern  Asia,  including  round,  flatter  faces  and 
pronounced  cheekbones,  Owsley  said. 

Many  American  Indian  groups  strongly  object  to  the  theory  that  others 
got  here  first.  In  some  cases,  including  one  major  one  in  the  Northwest, 


tribes  successfully  have  invoked  the  1990  Native  American  Graves 
Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  to  force  researchers  to  return  old 
skeletons  for  reburial  before  they  can  be  tested. 

- — "RE:  SOL  Caravan"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Apr  1999  10:27:31  -0800 

From:  "Robert  Dorman"  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Sub  j : FWD:  SOL  Caravan 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Tue,  20  Apr  1999  00:36:20  -0800 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

The  SOL  caravan  to  Big  Mountain  delivered  1000  pounds  of  food,  400 
pounds  of  dog  food  and  some  clothes  last  weekend. 

We  had  6 vehicles  and  12  people.  The  caravan  divided,  1/2  worked  on  a 
project  with  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  out  of  Flagstaff  and  the 
other  1/2  traveled  with  the  food  drops.  Two  reporters  from  Los  Angeles 
were  with  us  and  both  stories  seem  to  be  a go  with  the  editors.  I will 
let  the  list  know  when  they  come  out.  The  interviews  that  the  reporters 
got  were  from  Bonnie  and  Pauline  Whitesinger  and  Do  Benally. 

Sarah  Begay's  image  is  being  taken  out  of  Vanishing  Prayer  at  the  request 
of  her  son  William.  The  next  run  of  tapes  will  have  another  image  in 
her  place,  though  really  her  courage  and  strength  will  never  be 
replaced . 

The  caravan  was  blessed  with  incredible  weather.  We  also  stopped  by 
and  visited  our  Hopi  friends.  We  brought  back  13  rattles  for  the 
exhibit  that  the  Flarmony  Keepers  are  having  in  Los  Angeles. 

Incidentally  we  had  a permit.  The  Flopi  Tribal  permit  people  refused  to  add 
on  the  extra  people  that  signed  on  last  minute  saying  that  there  were 
too  many  of  us.  So  much  for  permits. 

Mauro 


"RE : Religious  Intolerance  and  Native  People"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Apr  1999  10:22:46  -0800 

From:  "Robert  Dorman"  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Sub j : United  Methodist  Church  Press  Release-Dineh  in  Geneva 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist(3hotmail . com> 

Date:  Sun,  18  Apr  1999  10:45:25  MST 

From:  "Marsha  Monestersky"  <mmonestersky@hotmail . com> 

NEWS  RELEASE 

United  Methodist  UN  Representative  Presents  Testimony  on 
Religious  Intolerance  and  Native  People 
April  14,  1999 

Contact:  Shanta  M.  Bryant  (202)  488-5630 

A United  Methodist  representative  to  the  United  Nations  and  a Native 
American  representative  submitted  April  13  oral  testimony  on 
indigenous  people  and  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States  to 
delegates  of  the  55th  Session  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Fluman  Rights  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland. 

*The  United  Methodist  Church  prays  for  a rule  of  law  for  all  peoples 
based  on  respect  for  justice,  human  rights,  religious  freedom  and 
tolerance,*  said  Liberato  Bautista,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society*s  assistant  general  secretary  of  the  United  Nations  Office. 

Bautista  gave  the  testimony  with  Peggy  Francis  Scott  of  the  Dineh 
Nation  (Navajo)  in  Arizona,  following  a report  from  Abelfattah  Amor, 
an  UN  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance.  Amor,  a Tunisian 
national,  presented  the  commission  with  a report  linking  human  rights 
violations  and  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States,  China, 


Pakistan,  Iran,  Greece,  Sudan,  India,  Australia  and  Germany.  Several 
countries  and  non-governmental  (NGO)  delegations,  including  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  spoke  from  the  floor. 

In  early-  February  1998,  Amor  investigated  charges  of  religious  and 
human  rights  violations  by  the  US  government  against  the  Dineh  people 
in  Black  Mesa,  located  in  the  northeastern  region  of  Arizona.  The 
special  rapporteur  is  an  independent  expert  that  reports  only  to  the 
Commission  and  the  UN  General  Assembly. 

The  complaint,  filed  by  several  members  of  traditional  Dineh  people 
to  the  UN  Human  Rights  Commission,  accused  the  United  States  of 
destroying  4,000  ancient  Anasazi  ruins  and  sacred  burial  sites. 
Additionally,  the  complaint  charged  that  US  federal  laws  have  denied 
them  access  to  water,  legalized  the  confiscation  of  their  livestock, 
prevented  the  gathering  of  firewood  to  heat  their  homes  and  prohibited 
any  housing  improvements. 

Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  led  an  interfaith  delegation  of  non-governmental 
organizations,  which  included  Bautista,  to  meet  with  Amor  during  the 
Feb.  visit  to  Black  Mesa,  the  Dineh  tribal  land.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  Dew  (Phoenix  Area)  and  Thomas  Butcher  of  the  Desert 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  joined  Fassett.  The  NGO  representatives 
were  invited  by  the  traditional  Dineh  to  witness  the  onsite  visit  of 
Amor. 

*[Amor*s]  visit  in  Black  Mesa  is  historic  and  symbolic  in  that,  at  a 
low  point  in  the  struggle  of  our  people,  he  lifted  our  hopes, 
awakened  our  dreams,  and  lent  an  understanding  ear  to  our  prophecies,* 
said  Scott.  *But  more  remains  to  be  said  about  the  Dineh  situation.* 

US  Public  laws  93-531  and  104-391,  also  known  as  *relocation  laws,* 
have  forced  the  traditional  Dineh  off  their  ancestral  lands, 
relocating  more  than  12,000  Dineh  since  1974.  Today,  only  3,000 
remain  in  the  area. 

In  the  commission  report.  Amor  observed  that  the  US  Supreme  Court*s 
jurisprudence  points  to  "no  enforceable  safeguards  for  worship  at 
sacred  sites." 

Scott  noted  that  the  Dineh*s  ancestral  land  has  also  been  threatened 
by  the  coal  mining  practices  of  multinational  corporations  and  urged 
US  government  to  enforce  laws  protecting  their  land,  including  the 
Native  American  Grave  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  and  the 
Antiquities  Act.  *The  unsustainable  environmental  practices  of  runaway 
multinational  mining  corporations  inflict  environmental  racism  upon 
us,*  said  Scott. 

*The  US  government  must  recognize  that  no  territorial  settlement 
should  ever  deprive  Indigenous  Peoples  of  their  right  to  remain  on 
their  traditional  land  or  to  practice  their  religion  thereupon,*  Scott 
asserted.  *Our  land  is  sacred  and  we  do  not  believe  it  should  be 
expropriated  from  us.  The  US  government  cannot  and  must  not 
subordinate  our  survival  as  a people  to  economic  interests  whose 
dividends  we  do  not  partake  from.* 

Asserting  the  United  Methodist  policy  supporting  the  *needs  and 
aspirations*  of  America*s  native  peoples  as  they  struggle  for  their 
survival,  Bautista  indicated  that  the  denomination  supports  the 
mandate  of  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance.  He  also 
urged  the  Human  Rights  Commission  to  extend  the  mandate  of  the 
investigation  of  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States. 

Scott  and  several  Dineh  members  were  part  of  the  general  board*s 
delegation  to  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  is  registered  at  the  United  Nations  as  an 
international  NGO  in  consultative  status  with  the  UN  Economic  and 
Social  Council. 

— "RE:  94  Buffalo  Killed  This  Year  by  DOL"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Apr  1999  21:03:12  -0600 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Field  Campaign) 

(by  way  of  Buffalo  Folks) 


Sub j : 94  BUFFALO  KILLED  THIS  YEAR  BY  DOL 

please  sign  on  to  the  petition  at  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffpet 


94  BUFFALO  KILLED  THIS  YEAR  BY  DOL 

FOREST  SERVICE  COULD  PREVENT  FURTHER  SLAUGHTER 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  April  16,  1999 

Media  Contact:  Sarah  K.  Chalmers,  Michael  S.  Mease  (406)  646-0070 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  - The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  sent  45  buffalo 
to  slaughter  yesterday,  bringing  the  total  sent  to  slaughter  this  year  to 
90.  The  Department  of  Livestock  captured  69  buffalo  at  Horse  Butte  and 
transported  them  to  the  Duck  Creek  Capture  facility  where  they  were  put  in 
with  2 others  already  captured.  As  a result  of  DOL  operations  Wednesday 
and  yesterday  4 buffalo  died  before  reaching  the  slaughterhouse,  which 
brings  the  total  to  49  buffalo  killed  this  week. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteers  monitored  the  hazing,  capture  and 
transport  of  buffalo  from  West  Yellowstone.  Volunteers  were  able  to 
document  injuries  sustained  by  the  buffalo  during  capture  and  transport. 
These  injuries  included  large  gore  wounds  from  the  horns  of  other  captured 
buffalo  and  large  patches  of  skin  missing  from  their  hind  quarters  and 
heads . 

"The  buffalo  that  make  it  to  Horse  Butte  at  the  end  of  the  winter  would  be 
able  to  survive,  if  not  for  the  tortuous  hazing  tactics  of  the  DOL.  Many 
calves  have  lost  their  mothers  to  the  DOL  and  have  not  been  able  to  get 
food  for  themselves.  These  displaced  calves  now  live  on  the  side  of 
highway  191  alone.  I have  seen  first  hand  the  gores  and  injuries  and  it 
is  amazing  more  did  not  die.  When  71  buffalo  are  crammed  into  a tiny 
capture  facility  injuries  and  death  will  always  occur,"  spokesperson 
Michael  S.  Mease  said. 

A new  development  this  year  is  that  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  has  the 
ability  to  prevent  more  slaughter  by  imposing  a requirement  that  cattle  be 
kept  from  public  lands  outside  of  West  Yellowstone  until  30-60  days  after 
the  last  bison  has  left  the  area.  This  is  a reversal  of  the  previous 
management  policy  allowing  the  DOL  to  haze  and  kill  buffalo  from  Horse 
Butte  in  that  period. 

"Why  does  the  DOL  persist  in  going  against  all  science,  sense  and 
compassion,  in  order  to  fulfill  their  sick  belief  that  success  is  to  be 
measured  by  how  many  wild  buffalo  they  can  kill  in  one  year?"  asked  Sarah 
K.  Chalmers,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  spokesperson.  "There  would  be  no  loss 
of  face  for  them  to  end  it  now,  and  if  they  don't,  the  Forest  Service 
should  do  its  job  by  upholding  the  laws  laid  down  for  the  use  of  public 
lands."  Chalmers  said. 

Activist  Remains  in  Hail 

leremy  O'Day,  arrested  Wednesday  for  obstructing  a police  officer  and 
resisting  arrest,  has  refused  to  pay  bond  or  adhere  to  restrictions,  sits 
in  the  Bozeman  jail  awaiting  release.  O' Day  pled  not  guilty  to  all 
charges.  "It's  ironic  that  the  DOL  can  kill  4 buffalo  in  their  trap  and 
pay  no  consequences,  while  I sit  in  jail  for  trying  to  document  these 
atrocities,"  O' Day  stated. 

"The  brucellosis-free  status  of  Montana  is  not  threatened,  however  the 
future  of  our  last  wild  free  roaming  buffalo  herd  is,"  Chalmers  said. 

Video  Footage  Available  upon  Request. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 
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- — "RE:  From  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse"  — 

Date:  Mon,  19  Apr  1999  13:44:37  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain.org> 

Sub j : 2 Messages,  Sacred  Peace  Pipe  Keeper,  Prayers  for  World  Peace  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  1999  18:23:45  -0700 

From:  David  Crockett  Williams  <gear2000@lightspeed . net> 

April,  1999 

From  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse: 

IMPORTANT  STATEMENT  ON  YUGOSLAVIA 

My  name  is  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  and 
Nakota  Nation,  I would  like  to  share  a viewpoint  about  the  "Ethnic 
Cleansing",  mass  killing  of  innocent  people  in  Yugoslavia. 

I am  the  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  of  Peace,  a 
gift  of  a sacred  bundle  given  nineteen  generations  ago  to  my  people 
providing  guidance  of  teachings  for  assurance  of  Peace  within  our 
lives . 

The  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  gave  this  gift  of  the  Sacred  Pipe 
providing  guidance  of  teachings  for  assurance  of  Peace  within 
our  lives.  Along  with  these  teachings  of  this  Sacred  Pipe  of  Peace, 
has  been  prophecies  passed  down  from  significant  people  who  walked 
their  harmony.  They  based  their  lives  on  teachings  given  from 
sacred  bundles,  such  as  the  Sacred  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  or  many  other 
gifts  of  bundles  and  teachings  from  the  Creator. 

They  foretold  of  these  times  of  great  change,  which  coincide  with 
many  other  Nations'  archives  recording  their  own  Prophecies.  The 
reality  of  the  accuracy  of  these  Prophecies  which  has  predicted  events 
upon  Mother  Earth,  as  well  as  the  history  of  our  own  people,  have  come 
to  pass,  so  we  have  learned  to  pay  attention. 

There  are  foretold  Prophecies  of  a very  dark  time,  more  significant 
than  any  other  times  in  History.  We  will  be  at  a crossroads  in  which  a 
dark  cloud  will  envelop  the  earth,  chaos  and  diseases  will  erupt  and  we 
will  witness  blood  from  our  relatives'  eyes. 

Humankind  has  to  make  a decision  and  have  courage  to  make  a stand 
for  Peace,  even  when  their  relatives'  minds  are  restrained  from 
spiritual  awareness  of  healing  the  mind.  We  still  have  a chance  to 
choose  to  make  a change. 

Mother  Earth  is  a living  spirit  that  clothes,  feeds  and  nourishes 
all  walks  of  life,  but  when  fighting  erupts,  the  land  and  life  cease  to 
flourish,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  humankind. 

Mother  Earth  needs  our  help!  I call  upon  the  World  to  Pray  at  once 
for  Peace,  to  make  your  stand  spiritually,  you  must  see  the  ignorance 
of  this  situation  in  Yugoslavia  will  only  make  us  blinder  to  our  own 
empowerment  of  making  a positive  change  for  our  next  generations  to 
come. 

Pray  with  me  every  day  at  10:00  AM  Central  Time  for  a peaceful 
resolution  to  this  continuing  destruction  of  the  World.  You  must 
realize  this  "disease  of  the  mind"  will  spread  even  faster,  if  we 
don't  take  control  of  our  behavior. 

I have  been  initiating  an  event  called  "World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day" 
to  bring  awareness  of  these  times  by  uniting  the  world  spiritually  on 
Dune  21st,  praying  at  the  sacred  sites,  for  Global  Healing,  this  being 
the  fourth  year  to  the  South  in  Costa  Rica. 

When  this  day  arrives,  please  pilgrimage  to  your  local  sacred  site 
and  continue  the  daily  praying  that  has  been  done  at  the  time  of  10:00 
AM  Central  Time.  This  is  an  invitation  to  the  Serbian  and  Yugoslavian 
representatives  to  participate,  whether  it  be  in  Costa  Rica  or  at 
your  own  sacred  place  of  prayer. 

Please  begin  to  learn  to  understand  the  meaning  of  "Walking  in 
Harmony  and  Peace"  in  having  the  courage  to  transform  our  spiritual 
consciousness  to  love  and  compassion!  This  is  the  real  challenge  and 


courage  in  life.  As  one  of  our  spiritual  leaders.  Black  Elk  once  said: 
"One  who  walks  a dark  road  is  distracted,  who  is  ruled  by  his  senses  and 
who  lives  for  himself,  rather  than  for  his  people".  Please  "Look  upon 
your  children,  with  their  children  in  their  arms,  that  they  may  face  the 
winds  and  walk  to  the  day  of  quiet." 

From  which  there  is  no  beginning  and  no  ending  in  the  Sacred  Hoop 
of  Life,  I am  sending  you  this  message  of  Peace  from  my  heart  and  the 
sacred  altar,  may  our  prayers  for  Peace  be  heard,  may  peace  with  you 
all... 

Hetcetuyelo!  Mitakuye  Oyasin  (all  my  relations). 

Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse, 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  of  Peace 


COMPLETION  CIRCLE  OF  THE  FOURTH 
YEAR  OF  WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY 
Dune  21,  1999 

As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of 
Peace,  I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota,  Nakota  and 
Dakota  Nation,  would  like  to  invite  the  world  to  recognize 
Dune  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for  global  healing.  Our  traditional 
indigenous  ways  are  the  way  to  strengthen  our  bonds  and  healing 
for  our  Mother  Earth.  We  are  the  "root  nation",  Hutkan  Oyate, 
with  responsibility  to  turn  the  life  of  our  Mother  Earth  around. 

It  is  now  evident,  with  even  the  scientific  findings,  that  our 
course  is  leading  to  the  endangerment  of  our  tired  Mother  Earth. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  what  is  prophesied  as  the  crossroads, 
faced  with  either  disaster,  chaos,  diseases,  with  tears  from  our 
relatives'  (Mitakuye  Oyasin)  eyes,  or  uniting  spiritually  with 
all  nations  upon  Mother  Earth. 

This  is  a calling  for  the  world  to  seek  out  the  sacred  sites  and 
bring  awareness  to  the  energy  and  connection  that  exists  there  to 
our  Mother  Earth.  In  the  past,  there  has  been  clear  research 
findings  of  people  coming  together  spiritually,  praying  for  a 
healing,  and  our  Mother  Earth  responded  with  a visible  positive 
energy  shift. 

This  year  we  are  completing  the  circle  to  the  South  direction  in 

Costa  Rica.  This  journey  started  in  1996  at  Gray  Horn  Butte, 

Wyoming  and  circled  to  the  North  in  1997,  to  the  Cree  Nation  of 

the  Doseph  Big  Head  Reservation,  and  then  to  the  East  at  the 

Sacred  Pipestone  Quarries  in  1998.  Costa  Rica  has  been  chosen  as 
the  Southern  site  to  complete  the  circle  because  of  the  need  to 
support  what  is  already  established  there  with  the  efforts  of  the 
University  of  Peace  and  its  non-military  existence.  We  are 
inviting  the  surrounding  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  South  and  all 
Indigenous  people  of  the  world  to  either  join  us  or  go  to  their 
sacred  site  if  it  is  not  possible  to  journey  to  Costa  Rica. 

According  to  our  star  knowledge.  Dune  21st  is  a time  to  pray.  We 
have  this  only  chance  to  unite  spiritually.  In  our  way  there  is 
no  beginning  and  no  ending  to  continue  to  work  toward  peace  and 
harmony  for  our  Mother  Earth  so  there  is  much  healing  for  our 
nations  of  future  generations. 

May  peace  be  with  you,  all  life  upon  Mother  Earth. 

Mitakuye  oyasin,  (All  my  relations) 

Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 

H — * — | — — *~H — * — — * — I — * — — I — *~H — — | — * — | — — * — I — * — 1- 

World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  is  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy  from  our 
ancestors,  not  only  Lakota,  but  that  of  other  Peoples'  of  Earth. 

Chief  Looking  Horse  is  the  catalyst  for  the  vision  he  keeps,  an 
inherited  responsibility  of  what  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  stands 
for  - Peace  - with  the  ancestral  vision  of  obtaining  Peace  through 
the  help  of  the  spirituality  of  all  Peoples!  The  vision  and  endeavor 
is  for  all  people  from  all  cultures  and  beliefs  to  come  together  and 
pray  for  Global  Healing.  If  we  view  our  ways  with  ethnocentricity  we 
destroy  the  very  empowerment  through  which  we  fully  obtain  the 


connection  with  the  Creator. 

May  peace  be  with  you,  WPPD  '99  Staff 

Website  for  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  '99: 

http://www.worldpeaceday.com/1999/ 

E-mail  contact:  mosa@rapidnet.com 

"RE:  Nisga'a  Treaty"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Apr  1999  13:58:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Marsha  E Shaiman  <mshaiman@nsccux. seed . etc . edu> 

Sub j : Nisga'a  Treaty 

Marsha,  On  Indian  Land 

The  Nisga'a  Treaty:  Victory  for  Native  Rights  or  Threat  to  Native 
Sovereignty? 

By  Peter  Murney  Last  November,  members  of  the  Nisga'a  nation  of  the  lower 
Nass  river  valley  in  northwestern  British  Columbia  voted  in  favor  of  a 
landmark  treaty  that  would  both  expand  their  land  base  and  change  their 
relationship  with  the  rest  of  Canada.  Negotiators  from  both  the  Nisga'a 
tribal  council  and  the  ruling  New  Democratic  Party  (NDP)  have  hailed  the 
agreement  as  a great  victory  for  Native  rights  in  British  Columbia.  The 
treaty  has  also  generated  a great  amount  of  controversy  throughout  B.C. 
and  Canada.  Opposition  to  the  agreement  has  come  from  many  divergent 
groups,  ranging  from  supporters  of  Native  sovereignty,  to  treaty  opponents 
attempting  to  manipulate  anti-Indian  public  opinion  in  B.C.  The  252-page 
treaty  is  the  first  negotiated  in  British  Columbia  since  the  province 
entered  Confederation  with  other  Canadian  provinces  in  1871.  British 
Columbia  is  the  only  province  in  Canada  where  the  vast  majority  of  tribes 
were  forced  onto  reserves  without  treaties.  This  means  that  land  claims  by 
B.C.  Natives  are  significantly  different  than  disputes  in  other  parts  of 
Canada  because  most  of  the  province  is  not  subject  to  any  treaties.  The 
provincial  and  federal  governments  are  currently  involved  in  treaty 
negotiations  with  representatives  of  about  75  per  cent  of  the  province's 
102,000  Indians.  The  controversial  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  (BTC)  is  in 
charge  of  the  treaty  process  in  the  province.  After  many  years  of 
negotiation  the  Nisga'a  and  the  Provincial  and  Federal  governments  signed 
an  agreement-in-principle  on  the  treaty  in  1996.  It  took  another  two  years 
before  the  three  parties  initialed  the  full  treaty  in  August  of  1998. 
Following  the  initialing  of  the  treaty  the  ruling  New  Democratic  Party 
government  of  Premier  Glen  Clark  made  the  passage  of  the  treaty  by  Nisga'a 
voters  and  its  acceptance  by  the  general  public  one  of  its  key  political 
priorities.  While  the  results  of  this  effort  by  the  NDP  showed  uncertain 
results  in  gaining  general  acceptance  for  the  treaty,  the  tribal 
referendum  did  show  a strong  amount  of  support  for  the  treaty  among  the 
Nisga'a.  Nisga'a  living  both  on  and  off  their  reserves  cast  ballots  during 
two  days  of  polling  in  mid-November.  Voting  took  place  at  the  four  Nisga'a 
villages  on  reserve  land  and  in  the  urban  areas  of  Prince  Rupert,  Terrace 
and  Vancouver.  The  largest  voter  registration  actually  took  place  in 
Prince  Rupert,  indicating  the  strength  of  economic  forces  that  drive  the 
Nisga'a  and  other  Indians  away  from  their  homes  to  find  work.  Out  of  2,376 
eligible  voters,  1451  (61%  of  eligible  voters)  voted  for  ratification,  558 
(23%)  voted  against  and  356(15%)  did  not  cast  ballots.  Another  11  ballots 
were  listed  as  "spoiled."  Now  that  the  Nisga'a,  have  approved  the  treaty 
it  must  be  ratified  by  the  federal  and  B.C.  governments.  The  B.C. 
legislature  is  currently  debating  the  treaty  in  a special  session,  and  the 
Canadian  Parliament  is  scheduled  to  address  the  treaty  early  in  1999.  The 
treaty  grants  the  Nisga'a  title  to  nearly  2,000  square  kilometers  of  land 
along  the  Nass  River  watershed,  a vast  increase  from  the  61  square 
kilometers  they  now  occupy  on  reserves.  In  addition,  they  would  maintain  a 
share  of  the  B.C.  fishery,  along  with  subsistence  hunting  rights  in  a 
"management  area"  to  be  determined.  They  also  obtain  control  of  forestry 
on  their  lands  and  would  receive  some  $250  million  from  the  Canadian 
Government,  with  some  additional  economic  development  assistance.  These 


changes  could  represent  a significant  step  forward  for  the  Nisga'a  people 
who,  like  most  tribes  in  Canada,  suffer  extreme  poverty  and 
marginalization.  Since  the  original  expropriation  of  their  land  without 
treaty  agreement,  the  Nisga'a  and  other  B.C.  tribes  have  been  governed  by 
the  federal  Indian  Act,  which  has  controlled  almost  every  aspect  of  native 
life  across  Canada  for  decades.  Even  government  bureaucrats  and  politicians 
now  commonly  characterize  the  management  of  Indian  Reserves  through 
the  Act  as  a complete  failure,  with  most  Indian  reserves  suffering  from 
high  rates  of  poverty  and  unemployment,  along  with  the  concomitant  social 
problems  such  as  widespread  alcohol  and  drug  abuse.  According  to  Nisga'a 
negotiator  Chief  Joseph  Gosnell  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Indian  Act,  along  with  the  economic  opportunities  provided  by  the 
treaty,  will  allow  the  Nisga'a  to  "stand  on  their  own  two  feet  again."  As 
the  referendum  vote  results  indicated,  many  tribal  members  are  excited  by 
the  prospect  of  a future  with  greater  economic  opportunities  and  political 
autonomy  for  their  people.  Some  Nisga'a,  however,  believe  the  tribe  has 
given  up  too  much  of  their  ancestral  land  in  the  treaty  negotiations.  Much 

of  the  opposition  to  the  treaty  came  from  Kincolith,  at  the  western  edge 

of  the  Nass  Valley  region,  where  people  felt  a disproportionate  amount  of 
their  lands  were  given  away  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  other  Nass  valley 
communities.  Mercy  Thomas  of  Kincolith  questioned  the  authority  of  the 
Nisga'a  negotiators  to  do  so: 

"They  (the  Nisga'a  negotiators)  really  don't  have  the  right  to  surrender, 
extinguish,  modify  or  release  93  percent  of  our  ancestral  lands.  This 
means  the  Kincolith  Chiefs  will  no  longer  have  lands  or  Aboriginal  Title. 

That's  what  really  bothers  me  - that  they  have  released  the  Aboriginal 

Title.  Aboriginal  Title  is  to  the  land.  I've  always  been  an  advocate  of 
self-determination  and  to  be  away  from  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs, 
who  have  suppressed  us  all  these  years.  But  giving  away  93  percent  of  our 
lands  is  not  the  answer." 

Thomas'  arguments  against  the  treaty  are  consistent  with  other  Native 
groups,  such  as  the  Union  of  B.C.  Chiefs,  who  see  the  treaty  as  another 
attempt  by  the  Canadian  government  to  "solve"  the  "Indian  problem"  by 
extinguishing  any  future  claims  of  aboriginal  title  and  sovereignty 
through  the  negotiation  process.  While  the  Nisga'a  treaty  guarantees 
certain  rights  for  the  tribe,  in  exchange  the  Nisga'a  will  surrender  all 
past,  present  and  future  claims  based  on  any  aboriginal  status.  It  is  only 
through  such  an  agreement  , however,  that  Chief  Gosnell  argues  the  Nisga'a 
people  can  "join  Canada  and  British  Columbia  as  free  citizens--full  and 
equal  participants  in  the  social,  economic  and  political  life  of  this 
province,  of  this  country."  BC  Premier  Glen  Clark  describes  the  form  of 
self-government  that  will  achieve  this  integration  into  the  Canadian  legal 
and  political  system: 

"The  Nisga'a  government  will  be  comparable  to  a municipal  government  with 
some  extra  powers  relating  to  public  services,  cultural  affairs  and 
resource  management.  Non-Nisga'a  can  own  private  property  within  the 
boundaries  of  Nisga'a  lands.  Private  land  within  these  boundaries  that  is 
owned  by  non-Nisga'a  will  remain  private;  the  owners  will  not  be  subject 
to  Nisga'a  laws  on  their  property.  The  Nisga'a  are  free  to  sell  parts  of 
their  land  to  non-Nisga'a,  if  they  so  wish.  Non-Nisga'a  who  do  own  such 
lands  will  have  more  rights  than  any  non-aboriginal  person  has  on  Indian 
Reserves  today." 

This  hardly  sounds  like  a situation  that  might  lead  to  the  Balkanization 
of  British  Columbia,  but  you  wouldn't  know  it  by  listening  to  opposition 
party  politicians  in  B.C.  Former  B.C.  premier  Bill  Vander  Zalm  of  the 
right  wing  Reform  Party  envisions  the  treaty  process  leading  to  "another 
Yugoslavia  being  developed."  Not  wanting  to  concede  the  anti-treaty  low 
ground  to  Vander  Zalm,  Liberal  Party  Leader  Gordon  Campbell  claims  the 
Nisga'a  treaty  will  set  a precedent  that  "will  carve  up  our  province  into 
50  or  more  'gated  communities'."  Campbell  and  other  treaty  opponents 
unsuccessfully  contested  the  validity  of  the  Nisga'a  referendum  in  court, 
and  he  has  now  moved  on  to  join  those  calling  for  a province-wide  general 
election  referendum  on  the  treaty.  Given  the  general  hostility  towards 
Indian  land  claims  in  B.C.,  such  a referendum  would  almost  certainly  kill 
the  treaty,  and  set  a precedent  that  would  make  passage  of  almost  any 


treaty  impossible  in  B.C.  Chief  Gosnell  accurately  refers  to  these 
opponents  of  the  treaty  as  those  "who  say  Canada  and  B.C.  are  'giving'  us 
too  much,  and  a few  who  want  to  re-open  negotiations  in  order  to  'give'  us 
less . " 

Bad  Faith  Negotiations? 

The  amount  of  land  the  Nisga'a  are  receiving  through  the  treaty  has  also 
raised  opposition  from  neighboring  tribes , though  for  different  reasons. 
The  Gitanyow  and  Gitxsan  nations  of  the  Nass  Valley  area  are  both  pursuing 
legal  challenges  to  the  treaty,  seeking  a court  declaration  that  the 
federal  and  B.C.  governments  are  not  negotiating  the  Nisga'a  treaty  in 
good  faith.  The  Gitanyow  began  their  challenge  of  the  treaty  in  court  on 
January  18,  charging  that  the  Nisga'a  treaty  encompasses  about  84  per  cent 
of  Gitanyow  traditional  territory,  and  that  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  violated  the  treaty  process  by  excluding  them  from  land  claim 
negotiations.  The  Gitanyow  and  Gitxsan  challenge  to  the  Nisga'a  treaty  is 
based  on  two  fundamental  issues  of  modern  treaty  claims  - the  amount  of 
land  claimed,  and  whether  the  claim  is  exclusive  of  other  claims.  The  two 
tribes  contend  that  the  Nisga'a  have  claimed  three  times  the  amount  of 
territory  they  were  entitled  to,  and  could  therefore  obtain  land,  rights 
and  title  over  aboriginal  territories  that  rightfully  belong  to  their 
neighbors.  The  Tahltan  Nation  as  well  as  the  Gitxsan  and  the  Gitanyow 
claim  territories  within  the  Nisga'a  treaty  area.  These  claims  are  based 
on  the  historic  written  and  oral  statements  of  Nisga'a  leaders  regarding 
traditional  tribal  territories,  which  were  corroborated  by  their  neighbors 
The  failure  of  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  to  sever  the  lands 
with  overlapping  claims  from  the  Nisga'a  negotiations  is  the  basis  of 
charge  that  the  negotiations  have  been  carried  out  in  bad  faith.  Opponents 
of  the  treaty  point  out  that  after  the  initialing  of  the  final  treaty 
agreement  last  August  the  Nisga'a  were  praised  by  both  governments  for 
standing  by  their  1996  agreement-in-principle,  despite  the  potential 
advantage  they  may  have  gained  from  the  landmark  Supreme  Court  Delguumwk 
ruling  of  December  1997.  In  that  decision  the  court  extended  the 
definition  of  aboriginal  rights  and  aboriginal  land  title  in  areas  where 
treaties  have  not  yet  been  signed.  In  regard  to  land  title,  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  "aboriginal  title  encompasses  an  exclusive  right  to  the 
use  and  occupation  of  land... to  the  exclusion  of  both  non-aboriginals  and 
members  of  other  aboriginal  nations."  Where  there  are  competing  claims  the 
court  ruled  that  treaty  negotiations  "should  also  include  other  aboriginal 
nations  which  have  a stake  in  the  territory  claimed."  The  Gitanyow  and 
Gitxsan  contend  that  since  they  have  not  been  included  in  negotiations  the 
Nisga'a  treaty  does  not  meet  the  standards  set  Supreme  Court  in  Delguumwk, 
and  should  therefore  be  renegotiated.  The  Supreme  Court  decision  in 
Delguumwk  overturned  an  earlier  B.C.  Court  decision  that  dismissed  claims 
from  the  Gitxsan  and  their  neighbors  the  Wet'suwet'en  to  ownership  of  a 58 
000  square  kilometer  area  of  land  in  northwest  B.C.  along  the  Skeena, 
Buckley  and  Babine  watersheds.  The  court  ruled  that  the  trial  judge  erred 
by  discounting  the  oral  histories  the  tribes  presented  to  the  court  to 
establish  their  occupation  and  use  of  the  land.  Along  with  recognizing  the 
legitimacy  of  tribal  oral  histories,  the  court  also  said  that  the 
Constitution  protects  native  land  title  and  no  province  may  extinguish 
that  constitutional  property  right.  The  native  right  to  title  means  that 
their  lands  are  inalienable-they  cannot  be  sold,  except  to  the  Crown;  they 
are  communally  owned;  natives  have  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  lands; 
and  the  land  can  be  used  for  all  modern  purposes.  To  assist  future  treaty 
negotiations  the  court  for  the  first  time  also  spelled  out  the  framework 
for  determining  Native  title,  and  stated  that  compensation  would  normally 
be  required  when  Native  title  is  infringed  upon. 

The  B.C.  Treaty  Process,  "Self-government"  and  Sovereignty 

The  Delguumwk  decision  was  welcomed  by  most  Indian  Nations  that  have  yet 
to  sign  treaties  with  Canada,  since  it  promised  a greater  recognition  of 
the  legitimacy  of  their  land  claims  and  status  as  sovereign  nations. 
Delguumwk  was  seen  as  particularly  significant  to  both  Indian  and  because 
of  its  potential  impact  on  decisions  regarding  economic  development  and 


extractive  resource  industry  in  B.C.  Chief  Doe  Mathis  said  the  decision 
meant  that  "Aboriginal  Title  must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  any 
form  of  development  takes  place  in  B.C.,  and  in  treaty  talks  the  Crown 
cannot  ignore  our  rights  to  lands  and  resources  and  deliver  them  to  others. 
" The  real  promise  of  Delguumwk  to  Indian  people  was  seen  as  an  equally 
real  threat  to  the  politicians,  corporate  leaders  and  others  dependent  on 
the  profits  gained  by  logging,  mining  and  otherwise  developing  Indigenous 
lands  in  B.C.  Thus  far  the  real  impacts  of  Delguumwk  have  been  neither  as 
promising  nor  threatening,  depending  on  your  point  of  view,  as  originally 
anticipated.  Canadian  treaty  negotiations,  including  those  of  the  B.C. 
Treaty  Commission,  have  instead  remained  consistent  with  historical 
federal  policy  that  recognizes  Native  Rights  only  in  order  to  extinguish 
them.  The  rhetoric  surrounding  treaty  negotiations  has  changed,  so  that, 
rather  than  directly  being  referred  to  as  extinguishment  of  Aboriginal 
Rights,  this  process  is  now  euphemistically  called  an  exchange,  since  some 
rights  are  recognized  by  Canadian  law,  while  all  others  are  terminated. 

What  hasn't  changed  is  that  the  myth  of  the  legitimacy  of  Canada's 
colonial  (and  current)  appropriation  of  Indigenous  land  and  resources 
continues  to  be  the  basis  of  all  treaty  negotiations  carried  out  by  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments.  This  remains  unchanged  despite  the 
strong  and  increasingly  influential  evidence  of  prior  claims  by  Indian 
Nations,  as  the  Canadian  Supreme  Court  at  least  began  to  recognize  in 
Delguumwk.  The  result  of  Canada's  refusal  to  recognize  that  Indian  Nations 
have  land  claims  and  sovereign  status  that  do  indeed  set  them  apart  from 
other  Canadians  can  be  seen  in  the  government's  insistence  that  all 
Aboriginal  Rights  not  specifically  recognized  by  treaty  be  terminated.  In 
addition,  the  form  of  tribal  self-government  the  Nisga'a  and  similar 
treaties  set  up  also  fail  to  establish  any  significant  degree  of 
sovereignty  for  Aboriginal  Nations  in  their  relation  to  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  As  part  of  their  campaign  to  pass  the  Nisga'a 
treaty  the  B.C.  government  published  the  following  description  of  the 
future  relationships  between  the  tribal,  and  settler  state  governments. 

"The  land  will  be  held  in  fee  simple  for  the  Nisga'a  - The  same  kind  of 
land  ownership  enjoyed  by  other  landowners.  The  Nisga'a  government  will 
function  under  the  umbrella  of  federal  and  provincial  legislation,  just 
like  other  governments.  Generally,  if  there  is  a conflict  between  Nisga'a 
laws  and  those  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia,  the  federal  or  provincial 
legislation  will  prevail ... .There  is  no  vagueness  about  the  Nisga'a  Final 
Agreement.  The  final  Agreement  is  a full  and  final  settlement  of  Nisga'a 
Aboriginal  Rights."  This  description  makes  it  clear  why  Indian  leaders  and 
Nations  who  consider  themselves  sovereigntist  object  to  the  Nisga'a  treaty 
and  have  no  interest  in  entering  into  treaty  negotiations  that  take  this 
agreement  as  their  model.  The  system  promoted  by  the  BCTC  in  the  Nisga'a 
treaty  fits  into  the  framework  of  self-government  for  Indian  people  rather 
than  even  a partial  recognition  of  Native  sovereignty  or  nationhood.  In  a 
1994  report  to  the  United  Nations  The  Sovereignty  Peoples  Information 
Network  summarized  the  implications  of  this  approach:  "Canada  has  adopted 
a policy  based  solely  on  'extinguishment'  of  underlying  aboriginal  rights, 
in  lands  which  have  not  been  ceded  properly,  while  occupying  and 
extracting  billions  in  resources  off  those  same  lands  and  using  those  same 
resources  to  control  public  opinion  and  subjugate  the  Aboriginal  owners. 

It  has  devised  a history  of  legislated  theft  which  is  still  open  to 

serious  legal  question  at  both  the  domestic  and  international  levels 

The  work  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  currently  under  mandate  by  both  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments  is  trying  to  negotiate  land  claims 
settlements  in  BC,  within  a pseudo  framework  of  'Treaty  Negotiations' 
which  start  from  the  premise  that  the  'First  Nations'  are  not  Sovereign 
Nations  but  special  rights  Canadian  citizens  needing  redress  for  past 
wrongs  and  therefore  cannot  negotiate  for  sovereignty  but  for 
compensations ..." 

As  long  as  this  is  the  case,  even  the  Delguumwk  ruling  is  not  going  to 
encourage  tribes  refusing  to  participate  in  the  B.C.  treaty  process  to 
join  in.  These  First  Nations  oppose  the  BCTC  in  part  because  it  involves 
too  many  outside  parties  in  the  negotiations  - tribal  councils,  some 
individual  bands,  economic  interests,  municipalities  and  the  federal  and 


provincial  governments.  They  note  that  treaty  negotiations  by  definition 
involve  nation  to  nation  talks  limited  to  the  governments  involved  - in 
this  case  the  federal  government  and  the  tribal  council.  Chief  loe  Mathis 
summarizes  this  view:  "Those  that  choose  to  not  participate  in  the 
negotiation  process,  have  their  own  reasons.  One  of  them,  as  I understand, 
is  being  sovereigntist  - that  the  only  government  that  can  treaty  with  a 
First  Nation  would  be  the  Government  of  Canada.  If  it's  not  the  Government 
of  Canada  then  it's  the  United  Nations  as  a whole.  They  take  a very  clear 
political  position  on  that  ground."  The  opposition  to  the  Nisga'a  treaty 
and  the  BCTC  among  Indian  Nations  in  BC  and  Canada  clearly  indicates  the 
significant  differences  between  self-government  and  sovereignty.  It  is 
worth  quoting  Lakota  scholar  Vine  Deloria,  from  the  book  "The  Nations 
Within:  The  Past  and  Future  of  American  Indian  Sovereignty,"  at  length  on 
this  subject: 

"When  we  distinguish  between  nationhood  and  self-government,  we  speak 
of  two  entirely  different  positions  in  the  world.  Nationhood  implies  a 
process  of  decision  making  that  is  free  and  uninhibited  within  the 
community. . . Self-government,  on  the  other  hand,  implies  a recognition  by 
the  superior  political  power  that  some  measure  of  local  decision  making  is 
necessary  but  that  this  process  must  be  monitored  carefully  so  that  its 
products  are  compatible  with  the  goals  and  policies  of  the  larger 
political  power.  Self-government  implies  that  the  people  were  previously 
incapable  of  making  any  decisions  for  themselves  and  are  now  ready  to 
assume  some,  but  not  all,  of  the  responsibilities  of  a municipality.  Under 
self-government,  however,  the  larger  moral  issues  that  affect  a people's 
relationship  with  other  people  are  presumed  to  be  included  within  the 
responsibilities  of  the  larger  nation." 

Self-government  is  not  an  Indian  idea,  Deloria  continues,  but  rather 
"originates  in  the  minds  of  non-Indians  who  have  reduced  the  traditional 
ways  to  dust,  or  believe  they  have,  and  now  wish  to  give,  as  a gift,  a 
limited  measure  of  local  control  and  responsibility."  Despite  this, 

Deloria  emphasizes  that  self-government  is  not  wrong,  but  simply 
inadequate.  In  the  US  the  establishment  of  tribal  self-government,  he  says 
"has  represented  a step  forward  from  the  absolute  prostration  the  tribes 
suffered  when  the  federal  bureaucracy  preempted  all  social  and  political 
functions  on  the  reservation  after  the  passage  of  the  General  Allotment 
Act  (1887)."  Self-government  therefore,  can  in  practice  provide  a step 
forward  for  colonized  people,  but  it  remains  limited  in  a fundamental  way 
because  it  circumscribes  the  ways  in  which  their  aspirations  can  be 
expressed.  This  description  of  both  the  usefulness  and  limitations  of 
self-government  for  Indian  Nations  can  be  applied  to  the  complex  political 
battles  surrounding  the  Nisga'a  treaty.  The  treaty  clearly  does  present 
new  opportunities  for  the  Nisga'a  and  a step  forward  from  the  "absolute 
prostration"  they  have  suffered  under  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
the  Indian  Act.  Nonetheless,  while  the  need  to  overhaul  the  reserve  system 
and  the  Indian  Department  is  clear,  the  provincial  and  federal 
government's  focus  on  this  as  a solution  to  the  "Indian  problem"  also 
neatly  avoids  considering  the  more  central  role  of  colonial  land  theft  in 
creating  these  conditions.  The  current  treaty  process,  therefore, 
addresses  the  "Indian  problem"  solely  within  the  confines  of  how  the 
settler  government  defines  it,  and  the  economic,  political  and  military 
power  of  the  state  insures  that  the  treaty  process  will  be  limited  in  this 
way.  Tribes  who  wish  to  pursue  negotiations  based  on  their  sovereignty  as 
n and  aboriginal  land  claims  that  are  equivalent  to,  rather  than 
subsidiary  to  those  of  Canada  are  simply  locked  out  of  the  negotiation 
process . 

Far  too  frequently  it  is  the  First  Nations  who  refuse  to  participate  in 
such  treaty  negotiations  who  are  painted  by  the  media  and  politicians  in  B. 
C.  as  being  unreasonable  or  taking  an  unrealistically  hard  line  on  treaty 
negotiations.  Saul  Terry  of  the  Union  of  B.C.  Chiefs  response  to  such 
criticism  indicates  clearly  why  he  and  other  tribal  leaders  will  continue 
to  take  this  stand: 

"Some  people  say  we  are  taking  too  hard  a line.  My  God,  if  our  future  is 
in  jeopardy,  we  must  state  that  and  stop  the  dangers  in  the  treaty  process 
and  other  government  initiatives  now  offered  to  us.  We  must  always  be  wary 


of  these  different  strategies  that  all  have  the  same  agenda  - to 
disinherit  us  from  our  separate  us  from  our  homelands.  All  of  these 
processes  have  the  same  intent,  which  is  to  take  away  our  lands  and 
resources  forever.  Indigenous  people  cannot  continue  to  exist  if  the 
processes  of  termination  continue  to  be  practiced." 

For  more  information  visit  the  Settlers  in  Support  for  Indigenous 
Sovereignty  (SISIS)  website  at 
http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS  - email: 

<sisis@envirolink.org> 

The  website  has  a vast  collection  of  background  material  and  collected  news 
clipings  on  this  issue  and  many  other  important  Canadian  indigenous  issues. 
For  non-cybernetic  contact  with  SISIS  write  to:  PO  Box  8673,  Victoria,  B.C. 
Canada  V8X  S32. 

Nuxalk  RECEIVE  SUSPENDED  SENTENCES  FOR  DEFENDING  ANCIENT  FORESTS 

(VANCOUVER,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA)  Friday,  February  12,  1999  ---A  British 
Columbia  Supreme  Court  judge  has  given  six  members  of  the  Nuxalk  First 
Nation  suspended  jail  sentences  and  two  years  probation  for  their  efforts 
in  preventing  International  Forest  Products  from  clearcutting  an  ancient 
rainforest  valley  in  the  Great  Bear  Rainforest.  The  defendants,  including 
Hereditary  Chief  Qwatsinas  (Ed  Moody),  stood  on  a logging  road  for  19  days 
along  with  members  of  Greenpeace,  the  Forest  Action  Network  and  other 
environmental  groups  during  a 1997  protest  which  stopped  logging  crews 
from  entering  the  Nuxalk' s sacred  valley  of  Ista.  Both  Qwatsinas  and  Head 
Hereditary  Chief  Nuximlayc  (Lawrence  Pootlas)  spoke  at  the  sentencing 
hearing.  Qwatsinas  talked  about  his  struggle,  about  Ista,  about  having  no 
choice  but  to  protect  Ista  in  any  way  possible.  Nuximlayc  translated  for 
an  elder  who  told  the  story  of  Ista  and  then  talked  about  the  struggle  of 
the  Nuxalk  against  the  clear-cutting  of  their  lands.  Everybody  stood  as  he 
finished  speaking.  After  hearing  the  story  of  Ista,  British  Columbia 
Supreme  Court  Dustice  David  Vickers  stated,  "Perhaps  the  tragedy  of  all 
our  lives  is  that  we  haven't  shared  these  stories  except  in  courtrooms." 
Justice  Vickers  sentenced  Chief  Qwatsinas  to  45  days,  suspended.  The  other 
Nuxalkmc,  Warren  Snow,  Harry  Schooner,  Emily  Johnny,  Collette  Schooner  and 
Ernie  Tallio  were  sentenced  to  21  day,  suspended.  All  defendants  received 
two  years  probation  and  must  sign  an  undertaking  to  keep  the  peace.  The 
sentences  come  at  time  when  the  government  of  BC  has  seriously  weakened 
environmental  protection  regulations  in  the  Provincial  Forest  Practices 
Code  and  has  failed  to  enact  Endangered  Species  Legislation  even  though 
the  government's  own  scientists  admit  one  in  ten  plant  and  animal  species 
in  B.C.  are  at  risk  of  extinction.  "I  am  charged  with  contempt  of  court," 
Chief  Qwatsinas  told  Justice  Vickers.  "Yet  there  is  continuous  contempt  of 
our  culture,  our  heritage,  our  lands  and  our  rights.  Logging  companies 
coming  to  our  land  without  our  consent  show  contempt  of  our  laws,  our  land, 
our  people."  The  six  Nuxalk  Nation  members  sentenced  today  are  part  of  a 
group  of  24  who  participated  in  the  June,  1997  Ista  protest.  In  April  of 
1998  a trial  was  held  for  18  non-Nuxalk  activists  who  helped  to  stop  the 
clearcutting  of  Ista  at  the  invitation  of  the  Nuxalk  Hereditary  Chiefs. 

Four  of  those  individuals  from  Germany,  Ireland,  Belgium  and  Canada 
received  21  days  in  jail  and  the  remaining  14  were  given  suspended 
sentences.  Ista,  located  on  King  Island  near  the  central  coast  community 
of  Bella  Coola,  is  sacred  to  the  Nuxalk  people  who  believe  it  is  the  place 
from  which  all  life  began.  Despite  repeated  protests  by  the  Nuxalk  First 
Nation  and  the  environmental  community,  Ista  continues  to  be  clearcut  by 
the  logging  corporation.  International  Forest  Products.  Because  80  per 
cent  of  BC's  rainforest  valleys  have  already  been  impacted  by  logging, 
Greenpeace  is  campaigning  in  B.C.  and  internationally  for  a moratorium  on 
the  remaining  intact  rainforest  valleys  on  the  central  mainland  coast.  Two 
logging  companies  hold  the  majority  of  licenses  to  log  the  last  valleys  of 
the  Great  Bear  Rainforest  ; Interfor  and  Western  Forest  Products.  "Someday 
the  world  will  look  back  and  wonder  why  people  had  to  risk  arrest  and  face 
jail  terms  for  trying  to  protect  these  rare,  ancient  and  endangered  places, 
" said  Greenpeace  forest  specialist  Catherine  Stewart.  "Until  that  day, 
Greenpeace  will  stand  with  the  Nuxalk  people  and  the  ancient  forests  they 


have  never  relinquished."  Forest  Action  Network  spokesperson  Gavin  Edwards 
noted  that  "It  is  outrageous  that  as  we  approach  the  end  of  the  millennium 
the  B.C.  Government  and  the  logging  industry  are  still  attempting  to 
criminalize  First  Nations  people  for  fulfilling  their  responsibilities  to 
protect  their  lands  and  forests." 

For  more  information  contact  Nuxalk  Nation,  Flouse  of  Smayusta,  PO  Box  8, 
Bella  Coola,  British  Columbia  V0T  1C0  Canada.  Phone:  (250)  799-5376.  Or 
Forest  Action  Network,  Box  625,  Bella  Coola,  British  Columbia  V0T  1C0. 
Phone:  (250)  799-5800.  Or  Greenpeace,  1726  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia  V5N  4A3  Canada.  Phone:  (604)  253-7701. 

Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  the  Spring  1999  edition  of 
On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  Phone:  (206)  525-5086 

"RE : Tsawwassen  Treaty  Faces  Residency  Challenge"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  14:58:30  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : BC  trick  or  treaty  process:  Tsawwassen 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
TSAWWASSEN  TREATY  FACES  RESIDENCY  CHALLENGE 
Vancouver  Sun,  April  5,  1999  by  Gerry  Bellettn 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Later  this  year,  treaty  negotiations  involving  the  Tsawwassen  First 
Nation  will  boldly  go  where  no  one  has  gone  before. 

Federal,  provincial  and  aboriginal  negotiators  will  be  trying  to  find 
ways  to  protect  the  democratic  rights  of  non-natives  who  live  on  First 
Nations'  property. 

"It's  a fundamental  principle  of  ours  that  people  who  live  on  land 
controlled  by  a First  Nation  won't  have  to  park  their  democratic 
rights  at  the  entrance,"  said  Tom  Issac,  the  province's  chief  treaty 
negotiator  for  the  B.C.  southern  region. 

"We're  not  going  to  agree  to  anything  that  takes  away  people's 
democratic  rights,"  said  Issac.  "How  could  we?" 

But  how  such  a principle  can  be  achieved  and  still  allow  aboriginals 
the  right  to  self-government  and  control  of  their  own  affairs  remains 
a conundrum. 

Issac  admitted  he  knows  of  no  system  anywhere  in  the  world  that 
balances  both  needs. 

"No,  we  don't  have  any  model  to  base  it  on.  It's  something  we're  going 
to  have  to  resolve,"  he  said. 

The  issue  of  democratic  rights  hasn't  been  paramount  in  treaty 
discussions  with  First  Nations  in  remote  or  rural  areas  because  the 
size  of  their  non-native  population  is  small. 

But  it  will  take  the  spotlight  when  talks  begin  in  earnest  this  summer 
with  the  Tsawwassen  First  Nation  and  other  First  Nations  whose 
properties  are  in  urban  areas  and  contain  significant  numbers  of 
non-band  residents. 

The  Tsawwassen  negotiations  are  ahead  of  most  other  Lower  Mainland 
treaties,  and  the  band  is  expected  to  file  a comprehensive  treaty 
proposal  by  Duly  marking  the  opening  of  substantive  negotiations  with 
Canada  and  B.C. 

The  need  to  solve  the  dilemma  of  democratic  rights  is  already  apparent 
from  the  bitter  dispute  between  Vancouver's  Musqueam  Band  and  a number 
of  non-native  homeowners  leasing  property  on  the  reserve,  admits 
Issac . 

These  homeowners  have  been  hit  with  massive  rent  hikes  that  they  claim 
are  discriminatory  as  they  haven't  been  applied  to  band  members. 

In  Tsawwassen,  the  non-native  population  living  in  condominiums  or  on 
property  leased  from  the  band  outnumber  the  200  or  so  registered  band 
members . 

These  residents  have  no  voting  rights  in  band  elections  such  as  last 


month's  election  that  resulted  in  a new  chief  and  council  taking 
office. 

Meanwhile,  development  plans  proposed  by  the  band  for  the  260-hectare 
(640-acre)  reserve  could  add  an  additional  5,000  non-aboriginal 
residents  over  the  next  25  years  --  a scenario  that  raises  as  many 
problems  for  band  government  as  it  does  for  Delta's  municipal 
government . 

Delta  Mayor  Beth  Dohnson  said  if  changes  weren't  made  to  the  political 
relationship  between  Delta  and  the  Tsawwassen  First  Nation,  any 
large-scale  development  of  band  property  could  create  an  intolerable 
situation . 

"For  non-band  residents  living  on  TFN  property  it's  a case  of  taxation 
without  representation.  But  these  people  can  vote  in  Delta's  civic 
election,  which  is  a case  of  representation  without  taxation  because 
they  don't  pay  us  any  taxes,"  she  said. 

This  could  mean  that  thousands  of  voters  living  on  TFN  property  and 
paying  no  taxes  to  Delta  could  influence  the  outcome  of  a Delta 
election  or  a referendum,  say,  to  spend  money  on  a new  recreation 
centre  without  ever  worrying  about  paying  for  it. 

However,  Johnson  isn't  in  favour  of  diminishing  the  band's  right  to 
control  its  own  affairs. 

"It  would  be  an  abomination  if  people  who  were  not  band  members  could 
vote  the  band  out  of  existence.  But  I don't  have  the  answers  to  what 
should  be  done  --  it's  a mess,"  she  said. 

Tsawwassen  First  Nation  Chief  Kim  Baird  said  a formula  might  be  found 
to  give  non-native  residents  some  say  in  issues  that  affect  them  but 
prevent  non-natives  having  the  right  to  vote  on  matters  involving 
treaty  or  aboriginal  rights. 

"This  hasn't  been  a problem  so  far  with  rural  treaties  but  in  an  urban 
context  it's  going  to  be  a challenge,"  Baird  said. 


"we're  not  going  to  agree  to  anything  that  takes  away  (white)  people's 
democratic  rights..." 

- BC  Treaty  Negotiator 

"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands . " 

- Haida  elder  Lavina  White 

For  more  information  on  the  BC  "Trick-or-Treaty"  process,  see 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/BCgovt . html#bctc 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- — "RE:  Inuit  Reaction  to  Panel  Report"  — 

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  1999  06:18:51  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Inuit  reaction  to  Panel  report 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Resources:  Mineral  Resources  Advisor  for  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association, 
Chesley  Andersen,  says  they  have  done  a preliminary  review  of  the  panel's 
report  on  the  Voisey's  Bay  Project  - Interview  with  "Chesley  Andersen". 
Key  Words: 

Media:  CKOK-AM  Reporter:  Cindy  Lyall 

Date:  4/14/99,  14:30 


Ioanna  Dicker:  Fran  Williams  will  now  speak  with  Chesley  Andersen  of  LIA  on 
the  El  Panel  Report  and  William  Kalleo  will  provide  translations. 


Fran  Williams:  Chesley  has  the  LIA  reviewed  the  panel  report  and  if  so  what 
is  your  reaction  to  it? 


Chesley  Andersen:  Well  what  I've  done  so  far  is  I've  gone  through  the  panel 
report  on  a preliminary  analysis.  The  panel  appears  to  have  kept  a lot  of 
the  recommendations  we  have  made,  while  they  haven't  kept  them  in  their 
entirety  and  the  language  that  we  wanted  we  feel  that  they  have 
incorporated  many  of  the  concerns  we  have. 

Fran  Williams:  Is  there  anything  they  haven't  addressed? 

Chesley  Andersen:  I don't  think  so.  There  are  107  recommendations  so  they 
have  covered  most  of  the  major  areas  in  a fairly  comprehensive  way.  So  we 
think  they  have  incorporated  most  of  what  we  had  put  forward  at  least. 

Fran  Williams:  In  your  opinion  what  does  it  say  about  land  claims  and 
impact  benefit  agreements? 

Chesley  Andersen:  Well  what  the  panel  has  recommended  for  the  land  claims 
process  is  that  there  should  be  land  claim  agreements  in  place  ...  at 
least  as  a minimum  there  should  be  an  agreement  in  principle  and  effective 
interim  measures  that  would  protect  the  rights  of  Inuit  before  the  project 
goes  ahead. 

Fran  Williams:  What  would  the  panel  mean  by  interim  measures? 

Chesley  Andersen:  I think  you  can  look  at  a number  of  things.  For  example 
if  there  was  no  land  claim  agreement  in  effect  and  there  were  things  which 
protected  the  land  rights  of  the  Inuit  the  Province  could  put  into  effect 
something  like  the  Mineral  Lands  Act  that  they  have  done  already  in 
relation  to  certain  lands  in  northern  Labrador.  That  would  be  an  effective 
interim  measure  until  the  land  claim  agreement  came  into  effect. 

Fran  Williams:  A big  concern  for  the  Labrador  Inuit  was  the  issue  of  winter 
shipping.  Is  that  addressed  to  LIA's  satisfaction  and  how  did  the  panel 
address  that? 

Chesley  Andersen:  Well  the  panel  recommended  pretty  much  precisely  what  we 
had  asked  for  which  was  that  there  should  be  an  agreement  between  the 
company  and  Inuit  before  any  winter  shipping  occurs.  And  they  have 
accepted  that  recommendation  so  I think  that  was  very  positive  from  our 
perspective . 

Fran  Williams:  So  that  agreement  would  be  a special  agreement  and  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  impact  benefit  agreements? 

Chesley  Andersen:  It  could  be  a part  of  the  IBA  itself  or  it  could  be 
outside  of  the  IBA  depending  on  the  timing  of  when  the  agreement  was 
reached  and  what  both  parties  wanted  it  to  be.  But  certainly  it  would  be 
an  agreement  in  of  itself  either  inside  an  impact  and  benefit  agreement  or 
outside. 

Fran  Williams:  Now  that  the  panel  report  is  out  and  it  says  that  the 
project  can  go  ahead  does  that  open  the  door  for  LIA  and  the  company  to  go 
back  to  IBA  negotiations? 

Chesley  Andersen:  Certainly  there  are  two  or  three  phases  here  that  we  need 
to  probably  discuss.  One  is  that  following  the  panel  report  what  the  two 
governments  had  agreed  to  as  part  of  the  memorandum  of  understanding  that 
created  the  environmental  assessment  was  that  there  would  be  a consultation 
process.  We  hope  complete  that  over  the  next  60  days  and  we  would  be 
trying  to  reach  consensus  on  the  panel  recommendations  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  project  would  proceed.  Also  what  the  panel  has  recommended 
is  that  before  the  project  goes  ahead  that  there  would  impact  and  benefit 
agreements  in  place.  So  obviously  if  there  is  an  approval  from  the  four 
parties  that  the  project  can  proceed  under  certain  conditions  then  we  would 
see  that  an  IBA  would  be  part  of  that  discussion  prior  to  project  being 


approved . 


Fran  Williams:  In  the  consultation  process  you  just  mentioned  does  that 
mean  all  the  MOU  signatories  will  meet  together  or  do  you  meet  separately 
or  how  often  do  you  meet  within  the  next  say  couple  of  months? 

Chesley  Andersen:  Well  what  they  looked  at  would  be  that  there  would  be  . . 

. first  30  days  would  be  internal  review  of  the  panel's  report  and  putting 
together  respective  positions  from  each  party.  And  the  latter  part,  the 
next  30  days  would  be  at  least  one  meeting  to  see  whether  or  not  consensus 
could  be  reached  and  then  potentially  other  meetings.  We  haven't  finalized 
what  that  would  be  at  this  point  in  time.  But  the  next  30  days  would  be  to 
try  and  reach  consensus  and  to  put  the  report  forward.  Understanding  that 
the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  would  not  have  the  final  say,  that  is  left  with  the 
two  Governments.  But  we  would  try  and  reach  consensus  on  what  the 
recommendations  would  be  prior  to  the  Governments  making  the  decision. 

Fran  Williams:  Is  this  report,  which  is  favorable  to  the  company,  is  that 
going  to  have  an  impact  on  activities  at  the  mine  site  this  summer? 

Chesley  Andersen:  I think  the  report  is  actually  pretty  balanced.  It  does 
give  conditional  approval  but  the  107  recommendations  do  put  some  pretty 
strong  conditions  on  the  project  going  ahead.  Certainly  in  terms  of  the 
impact  of  what  could  happen  this  year  the  . . . again  we  would  be  looking 
at  provided  that  there  is  approvals  given  by  the  Government  to  go  ahead  and 
whether  or  not  there  has  to  be  certain  conditions  put  in  place  beforehand 
makes  it  very  unlikely  that  there  would  very  much  by  way  of  any 
construction  activity  this  summer.  Dust  given  the  time  frame  that  it  would 
take  for  all  the  processes  to  be  put  into  place  and  concluded. 

Fran  Williams:  Okay  Chesley  we  will  try  to  keep  an  eye  out  on  what  happens 
after  30  days  or  60  days  whether  you  are  reaching  consensus  or  not. 

Chesley  Andersen:  Okay  if  I just  might  add  one  thing  and  that  is  that  even 
though  the  panel  has  come  out  with  its  report  it's  still  unclear  as  to  how 
the  company  and  the  Province  would  resolve  the  issue  around  the  smelter  and 
refinery  in  Argentina.  That  wasn't  part  of  the  panel's  assessment.  So  that 
is  a process  out  there  that  is  still  ...  we  don't  know  what  is  going  on 
there  and  whether  or  not  the  company  and  the  Province  will  be  having 
further  discussions  to  resolve  that  issue.  So  that  may  have  an  impact  on 
the  project  going  ahead  as  well. 

Fran  Williams:  Thanks  Chesley. 

Chesley  Andersen:  Thank  you  Fran. 

Doanna  Dicker:  Chesley  Andersen  is  the  Mineral  Resources  Advisor  for  the 
Labrador  Inuit  Association. 

— "RE:  Toronto  Sun  on  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Apr  1999  18:56:47  -0500 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Toronto  Sun  on  Leonard  Peltier/  FWD.  from  LPDC 

At  05:40  PM  4/19/99  -0500,  LPDC  wrote: 

April  18,  1999 
A NORTH  AMERICAN  MANDELA 

Wrongly  imprisoned  for  murder,  Leonard  Peltier  is  now  perhaps  gravely  ill 
By  PETER  WORTHINGTON  --  Toronto  Sun 

After  23  years  in  prison  and  the  refusal  of  authorities  to  even  consider 
they  may  have  made  a mistake,  Leonard  Peltier,  a Sioux-Ojibwa  Indian, 
qualifies  as  the  Nelson  Mandela  of  North  America.  Dust  as  journalists  were 
thwarted  in  attempts  to  visit  Mandela  in  his  latter  years  of  imprisonment 


in  South  Africa,  so  has  an  iron  curtain  or,  rather,  a wall  of  silence, 
descended  around  Peltier  in  the  U.S.  federal  prison  at  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
Peltier,  now  in  his  mid-50s,  is  serving  a double  life  sentence  for  the 
shooting  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  - lack  Coler  and  Ron  Williams  - during  a 
range  war  at  South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  near  Wounded  Knee  in 
1975.  Several  times  in  the  1980s  I tried  to  visit  Mandela  in  South  Africa. 
He'd  then  been  in  prison  for  over  20  years.  There  was  always  an  "official" 
reason  why  this  was  impossible.  Pretoria's  Afrikaner  government  wanted  no 
publicity  for  Mandela  who  was  becoming  a symbol  of  the  struggle  against 
apartheid . 

It's  similar  with  Peltier.  He  represents  the  aspirations  and  frustrations 
of  North  American  Indians.  I've  twice  visited  him  at  Leavenworth  but  now, 
apparently,  no  one  gets  to  see  him.  CNN's  request  for  an  interview  was 
turned  down,  as  was  one  from  Britain's  Guardian  newspaper.  A telephone 
interview  was  the  best  I could  hope  for,  and  that  was 

unacceptable.  I wanted  to  see  Peltier.  Is  his  health  deteriorating,  as  has 
been  reported?  Are  harassments  increasing?  Is  he  persecuted  - or  neglected? 

- particularly  Bob  Bennett,  executive  assistant  to  Warden  D.W.  Booker  - 
that  I felt  it  important  to  have  personal  contact,  like  the  last  two  times. 
He  echoed  the  warden's  theme:  "A  more  suitable  means  for  conducting  this 
interview  would  be  via  the  telephone."  "Why  the  change  of  policy?"  I asked. 
"It's  the  warden's  decision.  You  can  reapply  if  you  want." 

Leonard  Peltier  Defence  Committees  (LPDC)  have  sprung  up  around  the  world 
(Toronto's  is  at  416-439-1893).  The  LPDC  headquarters  at  Lawrence,  Kan., 
says  only  Peltier's  lawyers,  blood  relatives  and  friends  dating  back  five 
years  before  his  incarceration  are  eligible  to  visit.  Like  many  of  his  close 
supporters,  I think  Peltier  is  in  considerable  danger  - that  he  may  well  die 
if  he  doesn't  get  proper  medical  attention.  He  avoids  trouble,  but  is  often 
punished  for  being  who  he  is,  and  what  he  represents.  Or  so  it  seems. 

His  lawyer.  Bob  Ellison,  says  bluntly  that  he  thinks  authorities  "hope" 
Peltier  will  die,  thereby  letting  them,  the  U.S.  justice  department  and  the 
FBI  off  the  hook.  It's  become  widely  accepted  that  Peltier's  trial  was  a 
farce.  Indians  and  others  know  who  executed  the  two  FBI  agents,  but  the  FBI 
doesn't  care.  They've  got  their  man.  The  last  time 

I saw  Peltier,  he  could  barely  move  his  jaw.  An  untreated  injury  led  to 
atrophication,  fusing  jaw  bone  and  muscle  - sort  of  permanent  lockjaw.  He's 
had  two  operations  - both  botched.  One  operation  put  him  in  a coma.  He 
required  a total  blood  transfusion.  His  recovery  room  was  the  hole. 

He  now  has  only  half-an-inch  movement  in  his  jaw.  He  eats  by  shoving  food 
through  the  gap  of  a missing  front  tooth,  and  mashes  food  with  his  tongue 
before  swallowing.  Wires  from  his  damaged  jaw  jut  into  his  mouth  and  make 
eating  excruciating.  He  has  abscessed  teeth  that  can't  be  treated,  recurring 
headaches  and  lives  in  pain.  Mayo  Clinic  doctors  have  offered  to  come  to 
Peltier  and  operate  for  free.  The  prison  says  no.  Peltier's  sight  is  also 
deteriorating  - inhibiting  reading  and  his  art  work  which  the  defence 
committee  sells  to  raise  money  for  the  continuing  campaign  to  win  his 
freedom. 

Like  Mandela,  Peltier  has  become  an  international  cause.  On  April  30, 
Danielle  Mitterand,  former  first  lady  of  France  and  president  of  the  human 
rights  organization  France  Libertes  Assoc.,  hopes  to  visit  Peltier.  She  has 
appealed  for  clemency. 

CANADA  MAY  HOLD  KEY 

Ironically,  Canada  could  hold  a key  to  Peltier's  freedom.  When  the  two 
FBI  agents  were  killed  that  turbulent  summer  of  1975,  The  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM),  reservation  police, administrators,  rival  Indians,  the  FBI, 
etc.,  were  all  embroiled  in  feuds  and  shootings  - some  300  people  were  shot 
during  that  time.  Four  Indians  were  originally  charged  in  the  deaths  of  the 
agents,  but  Peltier  escaped  to  Canada.  The  others  were  acquitted.  Had 
Peltier  stood  trial  with  them,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
acquitted  as  well.  In  1976,  Peltier  was  arrested  in  Canada  and  extradited  10 
months  later  on  the  basis  of  an  affidavit  by  one  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  who 
claimed  to  be  his  girlfriend  and  said  she  had  seen  him  shoot  the  FBI  agents. 
At  the  time,  as  editor  of  the  Toronto  Sun,  I wrote  editorials  supporting  the 
FBI  and  criticizing  Amnesty  International,  which  questioned  the  extradition. 
It  subsequently  turned  out  Poor  Bear  was  a mental  patient  and  the  FBI  had 


written  the  affidavits  for  her,  coached  her,  pressured  her.  She  didn't  even 
know  Peltier,  had  never  met  him,  was  nowhere  near  Pine  Ridge  at  the  time  of 
the  shooting.  But  the  phony  affidavits  got  Peltier  extradited.  Peltier 
later  told  author  Peter  Matthiessen,  as  he  told  me:  "I  have  no  bad  thoughts 
for  Myrtle  Poor  Bear.  She  is  a poor,  sick  woman  ...  a pawn  for  them  to  use 
as  they've  used  so  many  Indian  people."  The  Liberal  government  of  Pierre 
Trudeau  refused  to  protest  the  fraud  perpetrated  on  our  justice  system. 
Neither  did  the  Tory  government  of  Brian  Mulroney  care.  Mostly  it  was  NDP 
MPs  who  protested  on  behalf  of  Peltier.  Today,  the  Reform  party  seems 
willing  to  raise  hell.  We  shall  see. 

Reform  justice  critic  John  Reynolds  says  his  party  will  try  to  convince 
the  government  to  protest  Peltier's  fraudulent  extradition.  He's  written 
both  President  Bill  Clinton  and  Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan,  urging  they 
act  on  the  case. 

ALLMAND  OFFENDED 

Warren  Allmand  was  federal  solicitor  general  when  Peltier  was  arrested  in 
Canada  and  Indian  affairs  minister  when  he  was  extradited.  He  was  the  lone 
Liberal  who  was  offended  at  the  abuse  of  justice.  Over  the  years  he's 
sought  to  right  the  wrong  and  have  the  Canadian  government  protest  the 
extradition.  A couple  of  years  ago,  before  he  quit  politics  to  head  the 
International  Centre  for  Human  Rights  and  Democratic  Development,  Allmand 
was  asked  by  then-justice  minister  Allan  Rock  to  re-examine  the  Peltier 
extradition  proceedings.  Allmand 's  report  has  gathered  dust.  Although  his 
oath  of  office  prevents  him  from  making  his  report  public,  Allmand  has  no 
hesitation  saying  that  the  "only"  cause  for  extradition  was  Poor  Bear's 
perjured  affidavit:  "Otherwise,  there  were  no  grounds  for  extradition." 

Allmand  even  wrote  Mandela,  who,  before  he  became  president  of  South 
Africa,  urged  clemency  for  Peltier,  asking  him  to  renew  his  support.  No 
response  - a sad  irony.  If  Canada  were  to  react,  Peltier's  supporters  feel 
it  could  give  impetus  to  get  him  freed  and  encourage  the  U.S.  government 
to  do  the  right  thing.  Even  assuming  guilt,  23  years  is  enough.  Pine  Ridge 
was  a mini-war,  not  a criminal  act.  The  appeal  courts  in  the  U.S.  over  the 
years  have  been  disappointing,  even  though  it  was  proved  (and  admitted) 
that  evidence  was  fabricated  and  misused.  One  appeal  judge,  Gerald  Heaney, 
has  since  said  that  if  Peltier's  appeal  had  been  better  handled  (by  the 
late  William  Kunstler)  he'd  have  freed  Peltier.  As  it  was,  Heaney  rebuked 
the  FBI  and  filed  an  official  complaint.  He  also  wrote  president  George 
Bush,  urging  clemency.  When  I spoke  to  him,  Heaney  said  he  thought  he 
knew  who  had  shot  the  two  agents. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  a good  man,  a proud  man,  almost  serene.  He  relishes 
news  of  his  kids,  and  grandkids,  who  he  hears  about  but  never  sees. 
Peltier's  letters  are  gentle,  sad.  I suspect  he's  dying.  The  spirit  and 
flesh  can  take  only  so  much.  If  Clinton  won't  exercise  his  prerogative  of 
executive  clemency  or  pardon  - as  he  promised  prior  to  being  elected  - 
America  may  soon  have  yet  another  martyr  on  its  conscience.  Evidence  is 
overwhelming  that  Peltier  did  not  kill  those  FBI  agents.  Even  though  he 
knows  who  did,  it's  a measure  of  the  man  that  he  won't  tell.  The  sorrow 
is  that  the  Indian  who  did  the  deed  won't  come  forward.  Maybe  some  day  ... 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 
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"RE : Peltier  Sign-On  Letter"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  1999  10:06:48  EDT 

From:  DevHawkWi@aol.com 

Sub j : Peltier  Sign-On  Letter 

"IF  YOU'RE  GOING  TO  FIGHT  GENOCIDE,  BE  PREPARED  TO  FIGHT  ALL  OF  IT" 


please  sign  this  petition  and  send  it  to  you  friends/family,  when  you  reach 
#30,  please  send  it  back  to  it's  origin. 


Date:  99-04-15  09:44:39  EDT 

From:  peltiercampaign@hotmail.com  (Dale  Allen) 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

If  you  are  interested,  please  sign  onto  this  letter  and  take  it 
to  your  friends  as  well.  Send  your  signatures  to  this  address: 
email:  peltiercampaign@hotmail.com  (this  address  is  operating 
simply  as  a mail  dump  to  keep  other  addresses  from  being  cluttered). 

The  United  States  is  currently  engrossed  in  a supposedly  humanitarian 
war  overseas,  intervening  to  put  an  end  to  ethnic  cleansing  in  Bosnia, 
and  yet  the  Unites  States  continues  to  wage  war  against  American 
Indians  and  other  minorities  within  its  own  boundaries.  A case  in 
point  is  the  treatment  of  Leonard  Peltier,  who  has  been  unjustly 
imprisoned  for  twenty-three  years  now.  President  Clinton  recently 
stated  that  we  take  care  of  our  own.  A first  step  in  living  up  to 
these  words  would  entail  sending  Leonard  to  the  Mayo  Clinic 
for  medical  treatment. 

We  call  upon  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  to  fulfill  their  commitment  and 
send  Leonard  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  for  treatment  by  Dr.  Keller.  We  are 
well  aware  of  Leonard's  medical  condition,  and  we  know  that  your  own 
doctors  at  the  Springfield  Prison  Medical  Facility  have  told  you  that 
they  cannot  treat  Leonard.  You  no  longer  have  any  excuse  not  to  send 
Leonard  to  the  Mayo  Clinic.  For  two  years  now,  he  has  suffered  after 
a botched  maxilla-facial  operation  at  Springfield--an  operation  in  which 
he  almost  died  and  after  which  he  lay  in  a coma  for  eighteen  hours.  For 
two  years  he  has  existed  in  constant,  excruciating  pain.  For  two  years  he 
has  been  unable  to  eat  except  by  forcing  the  food  through  a narrow  gap 
between  his  teeth  and  crushing  it  with  his  tongue.  It  is  time  to  end 
his  torture. 

The  United  States  Constitution  guarantees  every  prisoner  the  right  to 
medical  treatment.  We  call  on  you  to  honor  this  Constitution  or  stand 
in  defiance  of  the  republic.  Leonard  has  been  offered  free  treatment 
at  the  Mayo  Clinic  and  your  own  doctors  have  admitted  that  they  can 
do  nothing  for  him.  Send  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  now. 

Name  Address 

1.  Dale  Allen  Pfeiffer  - Michigan 

2.  Elizabeth  Anne  Pfeiffer  - Michigan 

3.  Ishgooda  Tewehshon'on  - Michigan 

4.  Nancy  Thomas  - Michigan 

5.  Robert  Connors  - Michigan 

6.  Tina  Evans  - Texas 

7.  MaryAnn  Dark  - Texas 

8.  3an  Conley  - Wisconsin 

9.  Cathie  Dever  - Michigan 

10.  Debbie  Cope  - Colorado 

11.  Barbara  Fortier  - Georgia 

12.  Trudi....  BlueT5  - Virginia 

13.  Valarie  Scott  - United  Arab  Emirates 

14.  Richard  van  Schelven  - Ireland 

15.  Shelley  van  Schelven  - Ireland 

16.  Lois  Brooks  - Michigan 

17.  Leslie  St. Pierre  - Florida 

18.  Bob  Monroe  - New  York 

19.  Gary  Smith  - Georgia 

20.  3anet  Smith  - Georgia 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 


27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 


"RE : Spiritual  Victory  for  Condemned  Pima  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Apr  1999  13:59:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Marsha  E Shaiman  <mshaiman@nsccux. seed . etc . edu> 

Sub j : Interview  With  Len  Foster,  Navajo  Nation  Corrections  Project 

Marsha,  On  Indian  Land 

Spiritual  Victory  for  Condemned  Pima  Prisoner 
Interview  by  Suky  Flutton 

The  following  interview  took  place  with  Len  Foster  in  March  1999.  Mr. 
Foster,  as  project  director  and  spiritual  advisor  for  the  Navajo  Nations 
Corrections  Project,  has  fought  for  religious  freedom  for  Indian  inmates 
for  the  last  19  years.  He  was  raised  as  a traditional  Navajo,  and  became  a 
sundancer  after  making  a vow  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1973  that  he  would  help 
his  people  through  spiritual  practices.  In  1981,  in  the  midst  of  graduate 
work  at  Arizona  State,  Mr.  Foster  became  part  of  a volunteer  group  taking 
the  pipe  and  drum  to  prison  inmates.  The  experience  inspired  him  to  found 
an  Indian  spiritual  counseling  program  for  correctional  facilities.  Today 
his  work  involves  89  state  and  federal  prisons,  ranging  from  minimum 
security  to  Supermax.  He  has  authored  or  co-authored  legislation  in  New 
Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado  and  Utah  to  ensure  that  Native  American  inmates 
have  access  to  their  religious  practices.  This  January,  as  the  result  of 
persistent  advocacy,  Mr.  Foster  helped  set  a precedent:  for  the  first  time 
a Native  American  inmate  on  death  row  was  permitted  to  use  a sweat  lodge 
as  part  of  his  last  rites. 

Len  Foster: 

Religious  freedom  is  guaranteed  in  the  first  amendment  of  the  United 
States  Constitution,  but  Native  Americans  seem  to  fall  outside  that 
protection.  We  have  to  seek  legislation  to  bring  forth  this  concern,  which 
is  that  our  spiritual  rights  are  being  denied.  In  1978,  a policy  was 
developed  that  was  supposed  to  guarantee  these  rights,  called  the  American 
Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act.  Then  in  1990-91,  the  American  Indian 
Religious  Freedom  Coalition  tried  to  amend  the  act  with  legislation  called 
the  Native  American  Free  Exercise  of  Religion  Act.  This  federal 
legislation  was  introduced  by  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  of  Hawaii.  Many,  many 
Indian  people  were  involved;  Indian  leaders  were  brought  in  from  all  over 
the  country.  Testimony  was  given  and  documented  as  to  the  great  need  and 
purpose  of  providing  religious  rights  for  Native  Americans  in  prison.  But 
the  legislation  didn't  pass;  it  never  got  out  of  committee.  Through  my 
experience.  Native  American  religious  practices  are  the  most  important 
form  of  therapy  for  rehabilitation.  I've  seen  individuals  change  as  a 
result  of  their  participation  in  a sweat  lodge  ceremony  on  a regular  basis 
Only  about  seven  percent  of  Indian  inmates  who  participate  in  traditional 
ceremonies  reoffend,  compared  to  the  30  - 40  percent  recidivism  rate  among 
those  who  do  not.  But  prison  officials  don't  recognize  our  spiritual 
beliefs  as  valid.  They  see  our  practices  as  a security  threat  to  the 
institution.  For  example,  they  have  stated  on  numerous  occasions  that  they 
won't  let  Indian  people  grow  their  hair  long  because  they  could  hide  guns, 
knives,  bullets,  contraband  in  their  hair.  There  hasn't  been  one 
documented  case  of  this  happening,  but  it's  always  given  as  the  reason. 
It's  a control  issue.  If  they  can  cut  your  hair,  they  can  control  you  - 
spiritually  castrate  you.  When  we  use  the  pipe,  they  make  racist  remarks, 
like  "You  smoking  marijuana  or  peyote  in  your  pipe?"  It  displays  their 
ignorance  of  our  beautiful  culture.  The  sweat  lodge  is  one  of  the  oldest 
forms  of  purification  and  cleansing  of  body,  mind,  and  spirit,  but  prison 
officials  haven't  bothered  to  learn  about  it.  They  feel  that  if  our  people 
would  go  to  church,  go  to  AA  and  NA  meetings,  we  would  be  saved.  But  that 
doesn't  work  for  us.  We  need  our  own  traditional  ceremonies.  The  sweat 
lodge  is  a very  profound  therapy  for  insight  into  behavior,  attitudes. 


responsibility,  respect,  sobriety.  It's  a place  one  comes  to  pray,  sing, 
and  meditate  about  his  problems,  or  to  seek  a blessing  for  family  or  loved 
ones.  But  prison  officials  think  we're  plotting  and  planning  when  we're  in 
the  sweat  lodge.  We're  not  inside  a prison  building  and  we're  hidden  from 
view;  we're  drumming  and  singing  in  a language  they  can't  understand.  They 
see  a security  threat  because  of  the  use  of  fire  and  hot  stones.  We've 
pursued  litigation  as  well  as  legislation  to  obtain  the  right  to  pray,  to 
meditate  and  participate  in  ancient  practices,  but  that's  been  very 
difficult  because  the  courts  are  not  friendly  to  Native  American  beliefs. 
More  recently,  negotiation  has  become  another  avenue.  The  National  Native 
American  Prisoner's  Rights  Advocacy  Coalition,  comprised  of  44  Indian 
organizations,  tribal  governments  and  Indian  activists,  has  negotiated 
with  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  under  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice. 
We've  met  with  them  seven  times  to  revise  the  policy  on  Native  American 
religious  practices.  We've  also  met  with  the  Association  of  State 
Correctional  Administrators  to  create  a dialogue.  It's  been  a huge  effort 
by  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  Native  American  Rights 
Fund,  the  Navajo  Nation,  spiritual  leaders,  tribes,  activists  and  other 
Indian  organizations  to  obtain  the  right  for  our  people  to  practice  their 
spiritual  beliefs.  The  most  recent  experience  I've  had  was  visiting  a 38- 
year-old  Pima  Indian  named  Darick  Gerlaugh,  who  was  incarcerated  19  years 
ago  on  death  row  in  Arizona  State  Prison.  Mr.  Gerlaugh  was  convicted  of 
killing  a white  person  while  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  and  drugs. 
Alcohol  is  a very  prominent  factor  in  our  people's  incarceration;  it 
undermines  our  spiritual  values.  It's  been  devastating.  Anywhere  from  95 
to  98  percent  of  Indians  are  in  prison  because  of  alcohol-related  felonies 
I'd  been  visiting  Mr.  Gerlaugh  for  the  past  15  years.  He  became  a client, 
a patient,  and  a friend  of  mine.  In  November  1998,  he  was  served  his 
warrant  of  execution,  notifying  him  that  his  execution  was  scheduled  for 
February  3rd,  1999.  So  I visited  him  seven  times  throughout  the  next  three 
months.  About  every  other  weekend  I took  a pipe  into  the  prison  and  prayed 
with  him  and  got  him  ready  for  his  execution.  Prior  to  this  I had  sweated 
with  him  while  he  was  on  death  row;  he  was  allowed  to  use  the  sweat  lodge 
nine  times  in  15  years.  When  his  execution  date  was  scheduled,  I made  the 
request  to  use  the  sweat  lodge  and  perform  the  ceremony  two  more  times. 

The  prison  officials  said  no,  it  was  a security  risk:  he  was  on  death 
watch,  being  watched  24  hours  a day. 

I had  to  approach  the  executive  director  of  the  Department  of 
Corrections  in  Arizona,  and  was  ready  to  go  to  the  governor  of  Arizona  to 
make  a petition  that  my  client  be  allowed  his  last  rites  as  an  Indian.  Mr. 
Gerlaugh  was  a traditional  Indian.  He  didn't  want  a Catholic  priest  to 
come  in  and  perform  last  rites;  he  wanted  a Native  American.  He  and  his 
family  asked  that  I be  allowed  to  do  that  through  the  sweat  lodge.  After 
some  negotiations  with  officials,  they  approved  one  ceremony,  for  Saturday 
January  30,  1999.  We  attribute  that  decision  to  the  prayers  we  made;  the 
blessing  was  provided  through  the  Creator. 

The  day  of  the  ceremony,  there  were  three  vehicles  patrolling  the  areas 
outside  the  gates.  There  were  11  guards,  three  chaplains,  and  two  cameras 
- one  hand-held  camera  they  walked  around  with,  and  one  on  top  of  a 
building  next  to  the  sweat  lodge.  The  lodge  was  in  an  area  that  was 
isolated  from  the  general  population.  It  was  one  I had  built  in  1992;  it 
was  used  on  very  rare  occasions  for  Supermax  prisoners.  I consented  to  a 
strip  search  because  I was  going  to  be  in  close  contact  with  my  client.  I 
was  completely  stripped  down  and  they  went  through  my  clothes  and  my 
medicine  bundles.  Then  they  took  me  out  to  the  sweat  lodge  area.  Pete 
Jackson,  a Pima  Indian  from  Sacaton,  Arizona,  was  our  firekeeper.  We 
heated  up  the  stones  for  two  hours,  prayed  and  made  offerings.  There  was 
one  German  shepherd  that  was  just  completely  hypnotized  by  the  fire. 

Pretty  soon  it  was  laying  down.  The  person  leading  it  was  trying  to  pull 
it  up,  but  it  didn't  want  to  get  up,  it  was  so  entranced  with  that  fire. 
The  ceremony  was  held  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  1:00  pm.  It  began 
very  slow  and  somber.  Only  Mr.  Gerlaugh,  myself  and  Mr.  Jackson  were 
allowed  in  the  lodge.  It  was  a beautiful  ceremony.  Mr.  Gerlaugh 's  body, 
mind  and  spirit  were  cleansed;  he  expressed  his  remorse;  he  prayed  for  his 
victim,  for  his  loved  ones.  He  let  go  of  his  pain,  his  anger,  his  remorse. 


It  was  sad,  but  it  was  also  a joyous  occasion.  At  the  conclusion  my  client 
was  very  happy,  relieved  - he  was  ready  to  go  into  the  next  world  and  meet 
his  Maker.  The  sweat  lodge  provided  that  blessing.  It  was  a very  holy 
event  - a very  special  day  for  my  client,  his  family,  and  Indian  people 
across  the  country.  We  considered  it  a victory  that  he  was  allowed  to  have 
his  last  rites  as  a traditional  Indian;  we  demonstrated  that  the  ceremony 
could  be  held  without  any  incident.  Before,  it  had  never  been  approved.  We 
made  history  that  day.  There's  not  many  people  who  have  actually  witnessed 
an  execution.  I prepared  myself  by  visiting  my  own  Dine'  medicine  man  for 
a sweat  lodge  ceremony  and  prayer.  It's  a cultural  taboo  to  view  something 
like  that,  but  I knew  one  day  I would  be  requested  to  be  a spiritual 
advisor  for  an  inmate  who  would  be  executed.  There  are  a number  of  Indians 
on  death  row  at  this  time.  On  February  2nd  I was  allowed  to  take  the  pipe 
in  to  Mr.  Gerlaugh  one  more  time.  He  and  I spent  almost  two  hours  together 
and  we  prayed  with  the  sacred  pipe.  On  Wednesday,  February  3rd,  I went  in 
at  12:25  pm  to  see  him  until  2:30  pm.  Then  the  guards  escorted  me  to  the 
warden's  conference  room.  There  was  a stay  of  execution  for  four  hours 
while  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  on  his  appeal.  About  6:30  that  evening 
they  ruled  7 to  2 in  favor  of  execution.  But  I saw  him  again  for  about 
three  hours  during  the  stay  of  execution.  At  7:00  pm  we  were  led  into  a 
room  where  he  was  strapped  to  a gurney.  He  was  wearing  a new  light  blue 
shirt  and  a brand  new  pair  of  blue  levis  and  white  socks,  no  shoes,  and  a 
cotton  sheet  around  his  waist  down  to  his  ankles.  He  had  his  arms 
stretched  out  on  the  gurney.  There  were  IV' s leading  to  his  elbows. 

The  director  of  the  Arizona  State  Department  of  Corrections  read  a 
statement  that  the  warrant  of  execution  was  being  done.  He  asked  Mr. 
Gerlaugh  if  he  had  any  last  words,  and  he  said  no.  Then  the  warden  of  the 
central  unit  read  what  was  to  take  place.  There  were  perhaps  20  people 
present  as  witnesses:  wardens,  chaplains,  government  officials.  Mr. 

Gerlaugh  was  the  first  Indian  executed  in  Arizona,  and  there  was  quite  a 
lot  of  press  there:  CNN,  NBC,  all  the  different  newspapers.  My  client  had 
requested  that  his  family  not  be  present,  so  Pete  lackson  and  I were  there. 
Mr.  Gerlaugh  was  very  respectful  looking,  and  showed  a lot  of  courage.  He 
had  braided  his  hair  in  a traditional  Indian  fashion.  At  first  they 
weren't  going  to  let  him  do  it  - usually  he  tied  his  hair  up  - but  that 
request  was  important  to  him.  Once  the  IV  took  its  course,  within  two- 
three  minutes  he  was  gone.  They  pronounced  him  dead  at  7:09.  It  was  very 
sterile,  very  calculated,  inhumane  and  barbaric,  seeing  his  neck  stiffen. 

It  was  like  a chess  move.  It's  a very  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  for  any 
human  being  to  be  executed.  I'm  totally  opposed  to  the  death  penalty  and  I 

hope  this  country  abolishes  it.  I felt  very  sad;  I had  known  Mr.  Gerlaugh 

for  15  years.  I know  the  family  was  full  of  sorrow,  but  they  were  also 
very  brave.  The  prison  released  the  body  to  Pete  Dackson,  who  served  as 

the  representative  for  Governor  Mary  Thomas  of  the  Gila  River  Indian 

Nation  and  for  the  Gerlaugh  family.  Mr.  Gerlaugh  had  lived  on  the  Gila 
River  Pima  Indian  Reservation,  and  they  had  ceremonies  performed  at  home  - 
Native  American  Church  prayer  services,  done  in  a traditional  Indian 
fashion.  The  funeral  and  burial  were  done  within  four  days  of  the 
execution.  The  denial  of  our  religious  practices  is  very  profound.  It 
borders  on  cultural  genocide.  There  are  more  Indian  people  in  U.S.  prisons 
than  any  other  nationality,  and  I find  that  disturbing.  There's  a message 
right  here  that  we  need  to  reach  out  and  provide  rehabilitative 
opportunities.  Our  Indian  people  need  to  take  a leadership  role.  We  can't 
continue  to  act  like  we  don't  have  a problem  with  drugs  and  alcohol.  We 
need  to  take  on  that  burden.  Each  generation  of  Indians  has  a 
responsibility  to  learn  our  ancient  practices,  our  songs  and  prayers,  to 
heal  and  help  our  people.  It's  hard  when  the  non-Indian  inhibits  our 
beliefs.  But  we  have  to  provide  these  teachings  and  instructions  to  future 
generations.  I'd  like  more  Indians  to  be  involved.  There  are  non-Indian 
wannabes  trying  to  speak  for  us,  and  I don't  think  that's  appropriate,  or 
what  we're  looking  for.  We  can  only  help  ourselves. 

You  can  contact  Len  Foster  at  Navajo  Nation  Corrections  Project,  PO 
Drawer  709,  Window  Rock  AZ  86515.  Reprinted  from  the  Spring  1999  edition 
of  On  Indian  Land,  PO  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  Phone:  (206)  525-5086 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Sun,  18  Apr  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Kneedler,  Dim  Ray 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


Lavender,  Donald 
#268-231 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  12/15/53 


Leffel,  lack  R 
#R149-905 
PO  Box  209 
(12-E-8) 

Orient,  OH  43146 

Date  of  Birth:  11/12/66 

Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Blackfoot 


Lancaster,  Jason  Lee 
#315-149 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/25/74 

Leeper,  Everett 
#164-369 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/8/51 
Ancestry:  Lakota 

Lindsay,  Patrick 
#A195-172 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Mackin,  Robert  W. 

#187735 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 
Date  of  Birth:  6/6/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Malone,  Kenneth 

#510357 

Box  900  HU7 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  Pieces  of  Pottery" 


Date:  Sun,  07  Mar  1999  16:35:03  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : pieces  of  pottery.... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Newcomb,  New  Mexico,  I don't  know  if  any  of  you  have  been  there  it  is 
more  or  less  a wide  spot  on  the  road  from  Shiprock  to  Gallup,  it  lies 
just  above  Sheepsprings . Most  people  don't  notice  it  because  it  is 
pretty  flat,  dry  barren  sort  of  place  but  there  is  a trading  post,  a 
couple  of  schools,  teacher  housing  and  a headstart  building,  a very 
small  community. 

There  was  a time  when  the  school  bus  from  Toadlena  used  to  get  there  by 
the  old  bumpy  road  that  goes  from  there  to  Two  Grey  Hills  and  then  to 
Toadlena.  A small  short  yellow  school  bus  used  to  drop  us  off  there  and 
we  would  wait  for  the  bus  from  Naschitti  and  get  on  that  one  to  go  to 
school.  It  was  the  same  coming  from  Shiprock,  we  would  get  dropped  off 
there.  Sometimes  it  was  on  time  sometimes  it  would  be  late.  If  it  was 
late  we  used  to  walk  to  the  trading  post. 

The  trading  post  is  white,  and  is  next  to  a wash,  you  don't  notice  it 
because  there  is  not  much  water  in  there  and  the  bridge  crosses  and 
people  just  want  to  get  by  there  to  get  where  they  are  going.  Anyway 
the  wash  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  trading  post.  The  trading  post  is 
built  next  to  a hill  and  on  top  of  the  hill  is  a water  tank.  When  we 
waited  for  the  bus  we  used  to  walk  to  the  water  tank  and  just  sort  of 
look  around.  Sometimes  the  bus  would  be  really  late  and  you  just  get 
bored  and  so  we  used  to  sit  up  there  and  watch  for  it. 

As  time  went  by  we  used  to  go  up  there  every  once  in  while  and  we  would 
see  the  small  pieces  of  pottery,  pottery  shards  that  lay  broken  like 
small  pieces  of  a broken  bottle  on  the  ground.  We  used  to  make  a game 
sort  of  looking  at  them  because  there  were  a bunch  of  different  designs 
laying  there,  some  black  & white,  others  with  indentations  and  they 
were  all  over  the  top  of  the  hill. 

Up  the  wash  a little  ways  were  the  remains  of  an  old  pueblo  which  was 
crumbling  and  falling  into  the  wash  because  the  stream  bank  had  eroded 
it  away.  The  site  used  to  lie  west  of  the  trading  post  about  a couple 
of  hundred  yards  facing  the  north.  I sat  down  one  day  watching  for  the 
late  bus  and  looked  at  the  old  pueblo  place,  I picked  up  a broken 
pottery  shard,  a piece  of  pottery  and  realized  that  this  place  was 
pretty  old. 

I closed  my  eyes  and  opened  them,  I could  see  the  flat  plain  around  the 
wash  was  more  fertile,  that  a dam  of  sorts  had  been  made  to  catch  the 
stream  in  the  wash  and  there  were  irrigated  cornfields  along  the  wash. 

The  paved  road  and  bridge  were  gone  and  in  its  place  a dirt  path  along 
the  wash  for  walking  going  straight  east  I guess  to  Chaco  Canyon, 
probably  to  the  Pueblos  there.  The  old  Pueblo  place  was  fresh  and  fixed 
up,  on  the  roof  corn  was  spread  out  to  dry,  there  were  broken  pots  put 
one  on  top  of  the  other  to  make  a chimney.  The  trading  post  and  water 
tank  were  gone,  just  the  hill  remained  and  there  was  an  Indian  woman 
sitting  outside  with  her  back  to  me,  she  looked  to  be  grinding  corn, 
she  was  kneeling  down  using  the  corn  grinding  stones  that  were  now 
displayed  in  the  trader's  case.  There  was  smoke  from  a outside  oven, 
hornos  they  are  called  and  I could  smell  the  bread.  It  was  a strange 
site  I thought,  when  I heard  her  call  out  and  after  a bit,  some 
children  ran  out  of  the  sage,  right  past  me.  One  looked  at  me  for  a 
moment,  dropping  a broken  piece  of  pottery  they  had  been  playing  with 
in  my  hand  and  ran  into  the  house  to  eat.  The  sky  was  the  same  and  it 
was  peaceful.  I thought  I wonder  what  it  would  be  like  to  go  inside  and 
see  what  they  are  eating.  Faintly,  I could  hear  the  sound  of  a hoe  in 
the  ground  in  the  distant  cornfield  and  there  was  their  father.  He 
looked  to  be  working  hard,  not  unlike  my  own  having  to  haul  water  from 
the  stream  bed  by  the  bucket  to  each  plant  as  in  dry  farming.  I could 
understand  this  because  that  is  how  we  watered  our  own  cornfield.  I was 
visiting  this  home,  a pueblo  in  this  spot.  I wanted  to  go  over  and 
visit,  it  was  a nice  day. 

lust  then  my  cousin  touched  me  on  the  shoulder  and  said,  the  bus  is 
here.  I looked  and  it  was  pulling  up  in  front  of  the  trading  post.  I 
turned  to  the  west  and  everything  was  as  it  was  before.  I dropped  the 
pottery  shard  and  ran  for  the  bus.  I went  home  that  day  and  played 
around  our  house,  carving  my  name  in  the  rocks  there.... 

I find  myself  thinking  about  what  I would  leave  behind  for  those  who 


would  come  later.  Would  they  see  me  like  that  child,  I don't  know, 
maybe  that  is  our  legacy  to  live  without  leaving  much  behind,  to  be  one 
with  the  land,  to  use  it  for  a short  while  and  have  it  bless  us  with 
it's  bounty.  I don't  know,  but  as  I looked  back  on  the  pueblo  and 
trading  post  in  the  late  afternoon  light,  I could  see  we  just  sort  of 
pass  through  here  and  it  isn't  what  we  have,  or  what  we  leave  behind, 
it  is  the  life  we  live,  family  and  home  that  are  important.  I hope  that 
I would  do  as  well  and  provide  my  family  like  that  man  so  many  years 
ago 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Apr  1999  08:45:06  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  102 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM(3MAELSTR0M.  ST10HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WAKING. 


THE  warm  rain  with  its  rap,  tap,  tap. 

Knocks  at  my  crystal  door; 

It  wakes  me  from  my  winter's  nap. 

And  out  I peep  once  more; 

Then  leap,  with  silver  melody. 

From  rocky  cleft  and  hill; 

I know  the  earth  has  need  of  me. 

Though  I am  but  a rill. 

The  soft  wind  whispers,  "Wake  my  dear! 

Warm  in  my  bed  below. 

I waited  long  that  call  to  hear: 

Up  to  the  light  I go. 

Then,  as  a star  peeps  from  the  sky. 
When  glooms  of  twilight  lower, 

I shine,  to  glad  the  passer  by. 

Though  but  a tiny  flower. 

I know  'tis  time  for  me  to  sing; 

Gone  is  the  snow  and  sleet; 

O'er  meadows  brown  I flash  my  wing 
The  dear  old  nest  to  greet. 

The  happy  message  of  my  song 
In  some  sad  heart  will  fall: 

And  so  I sing  the  whole  day  long-- 
A little  bird,  that's  all. 

My  heart  is  waking  with  the  rill. 

And  bounds  with  pure  delight; 

The  joyous  day,  oh,  may  I fill 
With  deeds,  like  blossoms  bright! 

May  I too  sing  a song  of  cheer. 

Though  fair  or  dark  the  sky. 

Content  to  do  God's  mission  here. 


Though  but  a child  am  I. 

-GEORGE  COOPER  in  Sunday  School  Times. 


A PERSONALLY  CONDUCTED  CONTINENTAL  TOUR  BY  MR.  GEORGE  VAUX. 


The  trip  was  better  in  some  respects  than  a Raymond  excursion,  for 
the  affable  conductor  explained  more  as  he  went  along  than  the  usual  man 
in  charge;  then,  the  big  crowd  of  travellers  was  very  orderly  and  quiet, 
and  there  were  no  tooting  of  steam  engines,  rumbling  of  car-wheels, 
ringing  of  bells  or  disagreeable  smoke  and  cinders  to  annoy  and 
interfere. 

It  was  an  enthusiastic  and  expectant  company  of  travellers,  numbering 
over  700,  who  gathered  in  Assembly  Hall  station,  last  Thursday  evening. 
The  band  accompanied  the  excursion  and  gave  an  exhilarating  piece  as  a 
starter.  We  even  had  a taste  of  the  warwhoop  which  we  might  expect  to 
meet  on  the  plains  before  we  should  return. 

Conductor,  Mr.  George  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  mounted  the  rear 
platform  of  the  observation  car  and  with  long  pointer  in  hand  explained 
how  he  found  himself  in  a scrape.  He  was  interested  in  a school  near 
Philadelphia,  and  he  had  asked  Major  Pratt  to  go  there  and  take  to  his 
boys  about  the  Indians,  whereupon  the  Major  made  him  promise  to  come  to 
Carlisle  and  bring  his  slides  to  show  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  pictures 
along  his  travels  to  California  and  return. 

As  there  was  no  way  to  "slide"  out  of  it,  the  lights  soon 
disappeared,  except  the  strong  head  light  of  the  locomotive  engineered 
by  Assistant  Superintendent  A.D.  Standing,  with  Mr.  Kensler,  as  fireman. 

Our  lantern  is  an  up-to-date  calcium  light  instrument,  and  the 
pictures  were  thrown  on  canvas  20  feet  square.  First  a comprehensive 
view  of  the  entire  United  States  was  brought  vividly  out,  then  followed 
the  pictures. 

We  went  through  the  famous  Royal  Gore  of  the  Arkansas  River;  beheld 
rocks  3000  feet  high,  and  saw  that  wonderful  stone  known  as  Balance  Rock 
which  looks  as  though  it  would  topple  over  on  the  diminutive  man  who 
stood  beside  it. 

The  Mount  of  the  Holy  Cross  was  a curious  sight.  The  snow  in  great 
seams  makes  a gigantic  cross  on  the  side  of  a mountain  14,000  feet  high. 

The  visit  to  the  oldest  town  in  America  - Santa  Fe,  was  full  of 
interest,  and  the  mans  of  "rapid  transit"  used  by  the  people  of  New 
Mexico  brought  a laugh.  The  ancient  "vehicle"  with  which  the  natives  of 
New  Mexico  are  blessed,  is  called  the  "burro." 

Here  the  story  was  told  of  how  two  of  these  little  donkeys  were  sent 
east  billed  as  burros.  At  the  end  of  the  route  the  freight  agent  said 
he  had  received  two  donkeys  which  were  not. 


(continued  on  page  4.) 
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The  announcement  this  week,  that  Miss  Shaffner  is  to  be  married  was  a 
cyclone  of  surprise  from  a clear  sky.  Before  the  HELPER  is  printed  next 
week.  Miss  Ruth  Shaffner,  in  charge  of  girls,  will  become  Mrs.  Ruth 
Shaffner-Etnier . Mr.  Charles  S.  Etnier,  of  Philadelphia,  wins  the 
prize.  On  next  Wednesday,  Miss  Shaffner  leaves  Carlisle  for  Ponce, 

Porto  Rico.  En  route,  she  will  be  married  Thursday  afternoon,  at  the 
house  of  a friend  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love.  From  there,  at  two 
o'clock  the  wedded  couple  will  take  the  train  for  New  York,  and  the  next 
day,  Friday,  the  14th,  will  sail  from  New  York.  Mr.  Etnier  has  charge 
of  the  books  of  the  Porto  Rico  and  Ponce  Improvement  Company,  recently 
organized  on  a large  scale.  Miss  Shaffner  as  a World's  Organizer  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  will  find  plenty  of  work  in  the 
diamond  of  the  Antilles.  Ponce  is  a city  of  some  forty  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  the  climate  of  the  island  is  charming  and  salubrious. 
The  affair  is  nearly  as  sudden  for  the  contracting  parties  as  for  their 
friends,  for  not  until  a few  days  ago  did  Mr.  Etnier  expect  to  leave 
Philadelphia  so  soon.  Miss  Shaffner 's  place  at  the  school  has  been  one 
of  prominence  and  good  works,  and  she  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the 
girls  whom  she  has  mothered  so  efficiently  for  seven  years,  and  by  the 
school  in  general,  which  will  loose  a faithful,  energetic  and  loyal 
worker  for  all  good  causes. 


Lavant  Mason  Penfield,  of  Damestown,  N.Y.  likes  his  little  HELPER  so 
much  that  he  takes  most  excellent  care  of  it.  The  other  day  his  sister 
got  her  celluloid  comb  too  near  the  fire,  and  it  burned.  Little  Mason 
promptly  said:  "Now  Eunice,  you  must  not  do  that  again,  for  if  the  house 
should  burn  down  my  little  HELPERS  would  all  be  burned."  Then  when  one 
of  the  children  was  making  up  a birthday  package  for  an  aunt  in  New  York 
he  got  one  of  his  HELPERS  and  painted  the  border  all  around,  and  brought 
that  as  his  best  gift  for  one  he  thinks  much  of.  Wonder  if  little  Masno 
wonders  how  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  can  see  so  far;  but  he  can. 

If  your  paper  does  not  reach  you  or  is  delayed,  report  at  once  by 
card,  and  we  shall  use  every  means  to  discover  the  trouble. 

Mr.  lames  Wheelock,  foreman  of  the  printing  department  has  gone  on 
the  annual  Easter  vacation  tour  with  the  Dickinson  College  Glee  club  a 
member  of  which  he  has  been  for  some  time. 

lohn  Garrick's  portrait  of  President  McKinley  that  hangs  in  No.  11 
school  rooms,  is  greatly  improved  in  appearance  by  a beautiful  new 
frame,  the  gift  of  the  Senior  class.  The  luniors  wish  to  express  their 
cordial  thanks  for  the  kindly  act,  and  so  voted  at  their  meeting  held 
Monday  evening. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Miss  Ely  is  fond  of  chess  and  is  able 
to  check  the  parties  she  plays  with  frequently,  she  had  quite  enough  of 
"check"  this  week  in  getting  ready  the  84  girls  for  country  homes. 
Railroad  tickets  and  trunk  checks  filled  her  office  desks  for  a day  or 
two  and  if  she  and  Mrs.  Butler  and  Miss  Annie  Morton  should  dream 
"checks"  for  a week  they  should  be  excused. 

Henry  Standingbear  and  Thomas  Blackbear,  who  stopped  off  on  their  way 
home  to  South  Dakota  from  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they  have  been 
attending  to  tribal  business,  were  Miss  Cutter's  guests  for  dinner,  on 
Sunday.  Both  of  these  ex-pupils  are  representative  young  men  of  the 
Sioux  tribe,  making  honorable  records  for  themselves  as  they  work  into 
responsible  positions  of  trust  for  their  people. 

Four  new  photographs,  3x4  feet  have  been  received  from  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  to  hang  in  the  students'  dining  hall.  They  are 
handsomely  framed  and  make  a valuable  acquisition  to  the  pictures  from 
other  railroads  which  already  decorate  the  walls  of  the  spacious  room. 
These  last  are  photographs  of  the  Mammoth  Paint  Pots  in  the  Yellow  stone 
Park,  Old  Faithful  Geyser  and  The  Great  Falls  of  the  same  National  Park. 

We  see  by  the  last  Chemawa  American  that  Miss  Florence  Wells,  '94 


Carlisle,  has  been  transferred  to  Warm  Springs;  that  thirty  of  the 
young  men  have  organized  a lyceum,  with  Assistant  Superintendent 
Campbell  as  manager  and  instructor;  and  that  the  school  has  been  passing 
through  a siege  of  measles. 

Mr.  W.H.  Lewis,  editor  of  the  Merchantville  Review,  N.D.,  was  a 
recent  visitor  at  the  school,  and  in  an  article  which  has  since  appeared 
in  the  columns  of  his  paper  we  see  that  he  was  well  pleased  with  all 
that  he  saw,  mentioning  specially  the  singing  and  academic  work  which 
compares  favorable,  he  says,  with  the  public  schools  of  the  present  day. 

There  were  numerous  "fools"  on  all  fools'  day  last  Saturday.  Ask  Mr. 
Snyder  how  he  likes  salt  in  his  coffee,  and  Mr.  Kensler  how  he  enjoys 
cotton  ice  cream.  Miss  Burgess  was  seen  to  stoop  and  try  to  pick  up  a 
bright  penny,  but  alas,  it  was  glued  tightly  to  the  step;  then  Mrs. 

Given  called  and  called  one  of  her  hopefuls,  to  get  up  and  dress  for 
breakfast,  when  half  a dozen  giggling  boys  behind  the  door  revealed  to 
her  that  something  was  wrong,  and  she  discovered  a pillow  boy  in  bed. 
Very  business-like  notes  were  opened  to  find  they  contained  nothing  but 
April  fool.  Due  respect  was  shown  to  all  in  authority  yet  these  funny 
little  things  did  happen,  much  to  the  amusement  of  lookers  on. 
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Arbor  Day,  and  a holiday. 

There  are  more  whispers  of  wedding,  soon  to  come  off. 

The  weather  was  too  cold  for  Easter  bonnets  last  Sunday. 

Miss  Flautt,  of  Wilson  College,  is  a guest  of  Miss  Senseney. 

Bessie  Gotholda  believes  that  she  has  the  best  place  in  Morristown. 

Mr.  Sowerby,  No.  2.  school,  has  been  spending  a few  days  in 
Philadelphia,  for  eye  treatment. 

Wonder  if  the  trolley  car  is  going  to  get  a new  Easter  dress  of 
paint!  She  needs  it. 

A recent  photograph  of  Dames  Flannery,  now  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Michigan  Indian  School  force,  is  a speaking  picture. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Maclntire  of  Dickinson  College,  were  out  Wednesday  going 
over  familiar  grounds  with  a friend  from  a distance. 

Miss  Rosa  M.  Lintz,  of  Media  Academy,  Pa.,  was  among  the  visitors  on 
Wednesday,  and  was  escorted  through  the  departments  of  the  school  by 
Miss  Pauli. 

Lewis  LeRoy,  of  Stockbridge,  Wisconsin,  has  joined  the  forces  at 
Carlisle  as  a student.  He  is  a baseball  player  and  a lover  of  athletic 
sports  in  general.  He  starts  in  No.  9. 

Miss  Luckenbach  and  Miss  Sarah  Smith  are  delegated  to  attend  the 
Invincibles,  this  evening;  Misses  Miles  and  Peter,  the  Standards;  Misses 
Pauli  and  Robertson,  the  Susans. 

Good  news  comes  from  Coogidlore  and  Koklilook,  the  two  little  Alaskan 
girls  who  recently  went  to  live  with  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Edge,  of 
Downingtown.  They  are  well  and  happy. 

Major  and  Miss  Nana  Pratt  returned  this  week,  the  former  from 
Washington,  where  he  had  been  for  a day,  and  the  latter  from 
Philadelphia  where  she  had  been  visiting  friends,  both  quite  ill.  At 
this  wiring  they  are  up  and  out. 

This  Easter  week  our  students  have  been  revelling  in  eggs,  thanks  to 
the  hens  at  the  farms.  Between  Friday  and  Sunday  noon  2200  were  eaten 
by  the  student  body,  each  having  two  colored  eggs  for  Sunday  morning 
breakfast . 

Oscar  Davis  has  entered  the  typo  class,  and  is  already  able  to  tell  a 
slug  from  a lead,  a hair-space  from  an  em-quad,  and  to  set  type  with  the 
nicks  out,  feet  down,  face  up  and  beard  to  the  front.  He  will  learn 
about  the  tympan,  the  grippers,  the  platen  and  place  where  all  bad  type 
go,  later  on. 

Eighty-four  girls  left  for  country  homes  yesterday.  Trunks  galore, 
and  beaming  faces  expectant  in  hopes  for  a happy,  healthy  and  prosperous 
summer,  made  up  the  wagon  loads  from  school  to  station  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day.  Some  went  by  the  Reading  others  by  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly 
all  go  to  homes  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

Annie  Parker  seems  happy  and  specially  grateful  for  opportunities  in 


hen  country  home  at  Wyncote.  She  feels  that  she  has  learned  a thing  I 
am  proud  of,"  she  writes,  "I  got  the  highest  mid-winter  test  mark  in 
spelling  of  any  one  in  the  Grammar  school-room;  I also  got  very  good 
marks  in  my  other  studies." 

Consciousness  of  power  comes  from  conquering  obstacles.  Hindrances 
are  our  opportunities.  - RODERICK  STEBBINS. 

The  HELPER  comes  out  of  the  school  on  Thursday  evenings,  and  the 
girls  and  small  boys  have  the  reading  of  it  then.  The  large  boys  have 
to  wait  till  Friday  morning,  and  they  wonder  if  it  must  be  so. 

Oh,  the  littleness  and  meanness  of  that  sickly  appetite  for  sympathy 
which  will  not  let  us  keep  our  tiny  Lilliputian  sorrows  to  ourselves! 
FABER. 

Substantial  progress  has  been  made  during  the  winter  by  the  boys  who 
have  been  under  instruction  in  plastering  and  brick-laying.  Several  are 
able  to  do  good  work  at  both  trades  but  as  yet  lack  speed. 

Seichu  Atsye,  class  '99,  has  gone  to  her  home  in  New  Mexico.  Seichu 
numbers  her  friends  by  the  score  at  Carlisle  and  in  the  East,  all  of 
whom  wish  her  the  very  best  of  success  in  everything  she  undertakes. 

The  pupil  teachers  each  drilled  a little  speaker  for  an  entertainment 
on  Monday  evening  in  No.  13,  to  which  a few  guests  were  invited.  The 
whole  thing  passed  off  very  creditably  to  the  teachers  and  the  children 
never  sang  better. 

Two  very  telling  photographs  grace  the  Major's  office  mantle  piece. 
One  is  the  Chilocco  Football  team,  with  Charles  Dagenett,  class  '91  as 
center  piece  and  manager,  and  the  other  is  a school  room  presided  over 
by  his  wife  Esther  Miller  Dagenett,  '89. 

The  Invincibles  have  elected  John  Warren  for  President;  Dohn  Lufkins 
for  Vice-President;  Artie  Miller,  Secretary;  Adam  Spring,  Treasurer; 
Martin  Wheelock,  Reporter;  Ed.  Rogers  Critic;  Dames  E.  Dohnson, 

Assistant  Critic;  and  R.E.  Crowe,  Sergeant-at-arms. 

Dames  Dohnson  fooled  his  foolers  more  than  they  fooled  him,  when  they 
sent  for  him  to  come  to  work,  last  Saturday,  during  his  off  hours.  He 
came  in  pleasantly  and  worked  nearly  all  the  morning  as  though  he  would 
rather  do  it  than  to  play  ball,  and  they  could  not  get  him  to  quit. 

On  Saturday,  hon.  Levi  Morrison,  of  Mercer  Col,  Hon.  Thomas  K.  Brown, 
of  Calrion  Col,  Hon.  Dames  McAnlis,  Lawrence  Col,  Hon.  Dohn  H.  smith, 
Greene  Co.,  all  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  visited  the 
school  and  were  greatly  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Indian  boys  and 
girls. 

Every  Spring  for  many  years  Mr.  Lavant  Mason,  of  Damestown,  N.Y., 
brother  of  Mrs.  Pratt  has  sent  us  more  than  a generous  taste  of  the 
delicious  maple  syrup  they  make  up  in  that  section.  No  wonder  his 
friends  down  this  way  are  "sweet."  They  are  very  grateful,  to  say  the 
least,  to  be  thus  remembered. 

The  sermon  by  Dr.  Wile  on  Sunday  afternoon  was  beautiful  and 
impressive,  and  the  students  listened  with  marked  attention.  The  choir 
made  the  best  effort  of  the  winter  on  an  Anthem  by  Marshall,  accompanied 
by  violin  and  flute.  The  hymns  were  all  Easter  selections  and  were 
accompanied  by  an  orchestra  of  ten  pieces.  Miss  Flautt,  of  Wilson 
College,  in  splendid  voice  sang  Dudley  Buck's  "My  Redeemer  and  My  Lord," 
which  was  a great  treat.  There  were  special  services  by  the  Sunday 
School  in  the  morning. 
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billed,  but  that  the  "bureaus"  had  not  come. 

The  oldest  house  in  the  United  States,  and  the  one  in  which  Coronada 
slept  was  seen  and  the  low  adobe  houses,  narrow  streets  and  queer 
looking  people  about  the  store  doors  made  us  very  content  with  our 
present  surroundings . 

Nobody  fell  in  love  with  the  "belle"  of  a Pueblo  village,  and  Mr. 
Vaux  ventured  the  assertion  that  she  had  not  been  to  Carlisle. 

Nothing  elicited  more  applause  than  the  first  peep  into  California. 
We  have  a number  of  pupils  from  the  golden  State,  and  they  had  been 


carried  home  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  as  it  were.  No  wonder  they 
were  happy. 

The  orange  groves,  the  bee  ranches,  the  parks  and  gardens  in  which 
the  semi-tropical  plants  were  exuberant,  the  very  fragrance  from  which 
seemed  wafted  to  us  through  the  perfection  of  those  pictures,  nearly 
roused  an  epidemic  of  California  fever. 

The  Yosemite  with  its  mighty  waterfalls,  gigantic  trees,  thick 
forests,  lofty  mountain  peaks,  great  rocks  and  fathomless  precipices 
inspired  us  with  overwhelming  awe  and  admiration.  El  Capitan,  3,300 
feet  high,  the  Bridal  veil  Fall  of  700  feet,  the  wind-driven  mists  from 
which  fanned  our  very  faces;  the  three  noble  mountain  brothers. 

Finally  we  reached  San  Francisco.  We  landed  right  in  the  heart  of 
the  business  thoroughfare  where  Montgomery  Street  meets  Market.  We 
could  almost  hear  the  clang  of  the  cable-car  bells  and  the  rumblings  of 
the  teams  over  the  cobble  stones.  We  were  glad  to  get  out  from  beneath 
those  high  houses  and  Palace  Flotels  before  an  earthquake  came  along  to 
topple  them  down  on  our  heads. 

Then  we  visited  Portland  and  Tacoma  and  went  on  up  into  Victoria,  and 
from  there  turned  East  over  the  Canadian  Pacific,  down  through  the 
glacier  regions. 

The  views  that  were  taken  from  the  train,  some  from  a distance  of 
several  miles,  were  the  grandest  that  most  of  the  travellers  ever  saw. 

We  know  better  now  than  ever  before  that  a glacier  is  - a solid  river 
of  ice  moving  slowly  down  a deep  mountain  pass,  at  the  rate  of  not  more 
than  10  inches  a day. 

The  most  thrilling  story  of  the  evening  and  one  that  held  the 
audience  breathless  from  start  to  finish  was  the  experience  related  of  a 
man  who  had  fallen  down  one  of  the  crevasses  in  a glacier,  and  how 
another  of  the  party  who  was  roped  to  his  comrades  risked  his  life  by 
being  lowered  to  save  the  man  who  had  fallen. 

The  scene  in  which  there  was  a mound  of  dried  buffalo  bones  piled 
ready  for  shipment  produced  a perceptible  tinge  of  sadness  among  those 
present,  for  had  not  many  a one  in  the  audience  been  told  of  the 
wonderful  exploits  enacted  by  their  fathers  on  the  buffalo  hunt?  And 
has  not  the  pursuit  of  the  wild  bison  as  a means  of  support  long  ago 
been  taken  from  the  Indian  by  the  grasping  white  man,  who  killed  the 
animals  by  thousands  for  the  hides  alone,  of  for  sport? 

And  have  not  the  vast  herds,  which  but  thirty  years  ago  roamed  the 
plains,  now  entirely  disappeared,  with  naught  but  bleached  bones  strewn 
over  the  vast  prairies  or  piled  high  in  heaps  for  commercial  purposes 
left  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  existence  of  a once  powerful  and  almost 
deified  creature? 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture.  Major  Pratt  echoed  the  sentiments  of 
all,  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Vaux  has  a high  ideal  of  art  in  nature,  as 
was  portrayed  by  his  selection  of  views;  that  he  was  a charming  traveler 
and  a delightful  narrator  of  his  travels.  And  the  school  with  one  voice 
would  say:  "Come  again,  Mr.  Vaux,  we  are  always  ready  for  a trip." 


THE  Y.M.C.A.'S  GIVE  A "SEND-OFF. 


Last  Friday's  party  of  over  a hundred  who  went  to  country  homes 
contained  a number  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  members. 

On  Thursday  evening  after  Mr.  Vaux's  lecture  the  members  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  gathered  in  Association  Hall  and  talked,  advised,  counseled, 
gave  experiences  and  chatted  in  social  conversation  until  about  ten 
o 'clock. 

President  Isaac  Seneca  occupied  the  chair,  discharging  his  duties 
with  dignity,  and  those  who  spoke  were  Professor  Bakeless,  Mr.  Standing 
and  Thomas  Marshall. 

Mrs.  Standing,  Mrs.  Cook,  who  presided  at  the  organ,  Mr.  Vaux  and  ye 
reporter  were  the  guests  of  the  occasion. 

Refreshments  of  cocoa  and  crackers  were  served,  and  when  the  time 
came  to  depart,  the  stay-at-home  arranged  themselves  in  two  lines  for 
the  young  farmers  to  pass  through  to  receive  the  cordial  handshakes  and 
well  wishes  of  their  fellow  members. 


There  was  a fraternal  feeling  of  good  fellowship  throughout  the 
entire  evening,  which  brought  out  the  sentiment  from  several:  "We  must 
have  more  of  this  sort  of  thing." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  1,  5,  6,  3 is  a part  of  one's  leg. 

My  4,  2,  7 is  quite  bright. 

My  5,  8,  7 1 must  have  been  busy  about  Easter  time. 

My  whole  is  what  Carlisle  people  enjoy  more  than  any  one  thing, 
perhaps,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  of  which  we  have  had  an 
abundance  this  week. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Endurance. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

-  — "RE:  Poem:  Gathering" 

Date:  27  Ian  1998  10:42:26  -0800 
From:  "Cindi  Page"  <pagel@llnl .gov> 

Sub j : For  your  consideration 

Gathering 

This  council  comes  together 
To  start  this  year  anew 
Preserving  our  traditions 
In  everything  we  do 

Many  nations  gather  here 
Apache,  Choctaw,  Sioux 
Navajo,  Mohawk  and  Cherokee 
Dust  to  name  a few 

Some  nations  are  very  close 
And  some  are  very  far 
What  we  have  in  common  is 
The  pride  in  who  we  are 

Let  us  share  our  heritage 
The  lessons  we  can  teach 
Remember  , One  Earth,  One  people 
It's  all  within  our  reach 

Cindy  Page  ,AIAG  member,  1/27/97 

-  "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  99  04:26:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  27-May  3 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

27 

Morning  sunlight  flees  --  how  brief  my  contemplation  of  life's  mysteries. 

28 

Be  strong  when  others  are  weak,  and  they  will  support  you  in  your  time 
of  need. 


29 

The  wind  and  the  ocean  sing  a lullaby  at  night. 

30 

Nothing  even  truly  ends.  In  the  memories  we  preserve  and  in  the  traditions 
we  perpetuate,  there  is  always  something  new  beginning  somewhere. 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

May  was  the  first  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May  through 
October.  May  was  the  time  when  the  Na  Huihui,  or  Pleiades,  set  at  sunrise. 
The  Pleiades  are  also  known  as  the  Makali'i  stars. 

1 

Be  reborn  in  the  beauty  of  spring. 

2 

The  past  teaches;  the  present  motivates;  the  future  inspires. 

3 

True  peace  lives  within  the  wondering  heart. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  19  April  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

thanks  gary..here  is  some  updated  information biah 


INFO  POW  WOW  POW  WOW  POW  WOW  POW  WOW  INFO 


The  Native  American  Student  Association  of  Colorado  State  University  is 
sponsoring  their  18th  Annual  Powwow  on  April  24,  1999.  The  Powwow  will 
take  place  at  Moby  Arena  on  the  CSU  Campus,  in  Fort  Collins,  Colorado. 
There  will  be  a dance  and  drum  contest. 

Vendor  Spaces  are  available. 

Grand  Entry  begins  at  12  noon  and  7:00  pm. 

Additional  sponsors  are  the  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering 
Society  and  the  Native  American  Student  Services  of  CSU.  For  more 
info,  call  970-491-1332. 


Meherrin  Spring  Festival 
Saturday  May  1st ... .Tribal  Grounds,  Winton 
Head  Male  Dancer:  Keith  Anderson,  Cherokee 
Head  Lady  Dancer:  Biah  Seminole,  Cherokee 
MC:  Michael  Butler, Ojibwe 

Host  Drum  : RedWolf 

Dancers  raffle  and  giveaway 

Vendors  contact:  Meherrin  Tribal  Office  (252)  398-3320 
Grand  Entry  11:00  am 

dancers  must  be  in  full  regalia  to  dance  ....and  must  dance  in  order 
to  be  eligible  for  raffle  


The  American  Indian  Society  of  Washington  D.C. 
Mothers  Day  Traditional  Pow  Wow 


May  8 & 9,99  at  Indian  Pines 


Sat  May  8,10  am  to  6 pm 
Sun,  May  9,  10  am  to  4 pm 
Grounds  open  at  10  am 
Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon 

for  more  information  call  301-877-9616-vendors  by  invitation  only 


23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 

May  28-30th 

Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 

Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Ave 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


The  Cathedral  Lakes  May-Day  Celebration  (Pow  Wow)  will  be  held  May  21, 

22  & 23,  1999,  Keremeos,  Southern  B.C.  Canada,  in  the  beautiful  Ashnola 
Valley  where  you  will  be  surrounded  by  cliffs  and  there  is  plenty  of 
camping  along  the  Ashnola  River. 

FIOST  DRUM:  1995/96/98  World  Class  singing  Champions  - High  Noon, 

Hobbema,  Alberta,  Canada 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Derry  Meninick  - Yakama  - Toppenish,  Wa.  U.S.A. 
ARENA  DIRECTORS:  Alex  0.  Shepherd  - Paiute/Nava jo  - St.  George,  Ut.  U.S.A. 
HONORARY  DRUM:  Dine'  Nation  Dr.'s  - Tuba  City,  Arizona,  U.S.A. 

SPECIAL  GUEST  : LITEFOOT  - Concert  Saturday  evening. 

GRAND  ENTRIES:  Fri.  -7:00  pm.  Saturday  & Sunday  - 1:00  pm.  & 7:00  pm. 

HAND  DRUM  CONTEST  - Northern  style 

DUNIOR  DAMES  SPECIAL  - Boys  5 years  old  and  under 

ADULT  CATEGORIES:  Mens:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Womens:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
TEEN  CATEGORIES:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
DUNIOR  CATEGORIES:  7 - 12:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
ADULT  GOLDEN  AGE:  Mens:  - Combined 

Womens:-  Combined 

STICKGAME  TOURNAMENT 

Starting  Saturday,  May  22/99  at  noon. 

HORSE  RACING  99 

Sat  & Sun,  May  22  & 23/99  at  4:00  pm. 

And  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  VENDORS 


$100.  pen  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 
FOOD  CONCESSIONS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

Please  pay  before  set  up  - provide  your  own  generators 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  - HAY  BEGAYE  AT  1-250-499-7056 

NO  COLLECT  CALLS  -PLEASE! 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation .. for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : 30HN  3 EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  08:37:40  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : Harvard  University  Powwow 


5th  Annual 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY  POWWOW 

Saturday,  May  1,  1999 

Grand  Entry  at  Noon.  Ends  at  7:00  p.m. 

Sever  Quad,  Harvard  Yard 
(Quincy  Street) 

Cambridge,  MA 

Rain  Location:  Radcliffe  Quadrangle  Athletic  Facility,  60  Garden  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA 

Host  Drum:  Three  Winds  Drum 

Head  Man  Dancer  Aaron  Terrance  Mohawk 

Head  Woman  Dancer  Ursula  Dillard,  '00  Navajo 

Arena  Director  Brian  Anderson,  '00  Southern  Ute 

Emcee  Leroy  Little  Bear  Blackfeet 

Honor  Guard:  The  Wichita  Intertribal  Warrior  Society  Honor  Guard 
Featuring  the  dance  troop  The  Keepers  of  the  Eastern  Door  (Mohawk) 

Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

For  more  information,  call  Kasy  Wood  at  the  Harvard  University  Native 
American  Program  at  (617)  495-9058  or  kay_wood@harvard.edu. 

Sponsors:  Harvard  University  Native  American  Program  - Native  Americans 
Harvard-Radcliffe  - Student  Association  Cabinet  (GSE)  - HGSE  Student 
Affairs  Office  - Native  American  Law  Students'  Association  - Harvard 
Indigenous  Peoples  n(HGSE)  P Native  American  Health  Organization  (HMS)  ■ 
Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology 


at 


Harvard  University  Native  American  Program 


Read  House,  Appian  Way 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  495-4923 
fax  (617)  496-3312 

WWW  site:  http://hugsel.harvard.edu/~nap/ 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce. 

Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 
powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5019 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:20:00  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 

More  Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
for  Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 


Note:  the  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  the  accompanying  text: 


AD  - Arena  Director,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HM  - Head  Man, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HS  - Head  Singer, 

HH  - Host  Motel,  ND  - Northern  Drum,  SD  - Southern  Drum, 

FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies, 

GE  - Grand  Entry. 

Also  Note:  some  events  are  not  strictly  of  Native  American  origin,  but 
may  be  of  interest  to  enough  readers  to  include  their  listing  in  these 
pages.  Such  events  will  be  prefaced  with  the  following  symbol:  (**).  Some 
events  are  subject  to  cancellation  or  postponement,  so  be  sure  to  call 
ahead  before  you  go. 

Apr.  22-24:  (**)  Spring  Wildflower  Pilgrimage,  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park,  Gatlinburg,  TN.  101  programs  offered  over  3 days,  with  the 
focus  being  on  the  1,500  species  of  flowering  plants  in  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains.  Other  highlights  include:  a Salamander  Motorcade  led  by  John 
Byrd  at  1:15pm  Thursday  & 1:00pm  Friday;  a Bat  Walk,  led  by  Gary  McCracken, 
at  7:30pm  on  Friday;  and  a Bear  Walk,  conducted  by  Mike  Pelton,  at  8:30am 
on  Thursday.  For  more  info:  (423)  436-1290. 

Apr.  23-25:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  Wind  Creek  State  Park, 

Alexander  City,  AL.  Info:  Sandy  Faulk,  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  23-25:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Camp  Cha-La-Kee, 
Guntersville,  AL.  Info:  Gina  Williamson  (256)  582-0114. 

Apr.  23-25:  All  Nations  Intertribal  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Simpsonville, 
Ky.  Located  at  the  Shelby  County  Flea  Market,  12  miles  east  of  Louisville, 
at  1-64,  exit  28.  Info:  (502)  231-2341. 

Apr.  24:  (**)  Polk  County  Ramp  Tramp  Festival,  Greasy  Creek,  TN. 
Festivities  will  be  held  at  the  old  CCC  Camp  (also  known  as  Camp  McCroy  & 
4H  Camp)  located  on  TN  Hwy.  30  in  Greasy  Creek.  For  $6.00  ($3.00  if  you're 
under  12),  you  get  a lunch  with  local  ramps  fried  in  eggs,  fried  potatoes, 
white  beans,  streaked  meat  & cornbread.  For  those  of  you  who  were 
wondering:  a ramp  is  a wild  onion  indiginous  to  this  area,  whose  use  was 
passed  on  from  the  Cherokees  to  the  early  settlers.  Prior  to  the  big  event 
on  Saturday,  there  will  be  a hike  to  the  4H  Camp  ramp  patch  on  Thursday, 
April  22,  to  dig  the  ramps.  The  diggers  will  meet  at  the  Polk  Co. 

Courthouse  in  Benton,  TN,  at  8:00am.  It  will  be  an  all  day  trip.  On  Friday, 
April  23,  there  will  be  a ramp  cleaning  party,  10am-3pm,  with  live 
Bluegrass  music  following  at  7pm.  At  this  time,  you  may  purchase  a bowl  of 
white  beans,  cornbread  & raw  ramps  for  $2.00.  All  proceeds  benefit  the  4H 
Camp.  Info:  (423)  338-4503. 

Apr.  24-25:  (**)  National  Cornbread  Festival,  Main  St.,  South  Pittsburgh, 
TN.  Arts  & crafts,  entertainment.  Southern  cooking,  children's  activities, 
5K  road  race  & National  Cornbread  Cookoff!  Info:  Tina  Hewgley  (423)  837- 
7931  or  Marion  Co.  CC  (423)  943-5103. 

Apr.  29-May  1:  (**)  Native  American  Gathering  & Welcome,  Tellico  Plains, 
TN.  Sponsored  by  the  Tellico  Plains  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  this  event 
is  aimed  at  welcoming  the  Cherokee  & other  displaced  First  Nations  people 
back  to  their  homelands.  There  will  be  arts  & crafts  vendors  on  hand,  and 
all  downtown  merchants  will  be  open.  Hours  are  llam-8:30pm  Thursday  & 
Friday;  9am-9pm,  Saturday.  Saturday's  scheduled  events  include: 
Demonstration  Dancing  by  Bo  Taylor  of  the  Eastern  Band  Cherokees  at  9am, 
noon  & 4:30pm;  The  lody  Brown  Family,  a Native  American  Gospel  group, 
will  perform  at  10:30am;  Storytelling  by  Freeman  Owle  of  the  Eastern  Band 
Cherokee  at  1:30  & 3pm;  Music  from  local  entertainer,  David  G,  at  6pm;  and 
at  7:30pm,  Wolf  Patterson,  a Native  entertainer  of  the  Ditadaht  Nation  in 
Canada,  will  be  performing.  The  Qualla  Arts  & Crafts  Mutual  out  of 
Cherokee,  NC,  will  also  have  a booth  set  up.  More  info:  (423)  253-9246, 
(888)  924-6687,  http://ns.tellico.net/~tellicoplainscc/,  or 
tellicoplainscc@tellico.net . 

Apr.  30-May  2:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  Co.  Fairgrounds, 

Anniston,  AL.  HM:  Anthony  Waters,  HL:  Donna  Dulaney,  AD:  D.R.  Tucker,  MC: 
Gary  Smith,  HD:  Southwind;  Honor  Guard  provided  by  Native  American  Warrior 
Society;  Special  Entertainment  by  Ditadaht  singer/entertainer.  Wolf 
Patterson.  Vendor  spaces  still  available.  On-site  camping  for  vendors  only. 
Schedule:  Friday,  9am-3pm,  Students  Day/5pm-9pm,  general  admission; 
Saturday,  10am-8pm  (GE:  11am);  Sunday,  10am-5pm  (GE:  noon). 

HH:  Ramada  Inn  Anniston  (256)  237-9777. 


Info:  Mark  & Ruth  Davis  (256)  820-7814. 

May  1-2:  Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival,  begins 
at  7am  at  Ft.  Toulouse,  near  Wetumpka,  AL,  and  follows  the  188-mile  route 
of  the  Mitchell  Trace  to  the  Oakville  Indian  Mound  Park  in  Oakville,  AL. 

All  riders  are  welcome  to  join  for  all  or  part  of  the  ride  that 
commemorates  the  Creek  people  who  were  forcibly  removed  from  their  Alabama 
homeland  in  1835  & 1836.  The  Festival,  at  Oakville  Indian  Mound  Park,  will 
be  9:30am-6:30pm  on  Saturday,  & 10am-5pm  Sunday.  There  will  be  Traditional 
Creek  Dancing,  Fancy  Dancing,  Story  Telling,  Flint  Knapping,  Basket 
Weaving,  Native  American  Food  & Craft  Vendors.  Drums  include  Caney  Creek 
Singers  & White  Horse  Singers.  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Color  Guard 
will  be  on  hand,  and  there  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  to  honor  all  veterans. 
Honored  guests  include:  Dimmy  Sanders,  master  artist  & tanner;  Dan 
Townsend,  renowned  Native  American  shell  carver;  outstanding  flute  player 
& recording  artist,  Larry  Campbell;  Dohnny  Hawk's  traditional  Creek  Dance 
Team;  & ALLVETS,  national  veterans  organization.  Camping  is  available, 
along  with  hot  showers  & restrooms.  Info:  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120, 

(256)  773-7611,  or  (256)  350-9162  or  SoColors@aol.com.  Vendor  spaces  may 
still  be  available. 

May  1-2:  Bridgeport  Native  American  Day,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport,  AL.  Info:  3an  Newman  (205)  495-2672. 

May  1-2:  (**)  Cosby  Ramp  Festival,  Kinnevista  Hill,  Cosby,  TN.  See  April 
24  entry  (above)  for  description  of  ramps.  Activities  include:  beauty 
pageant,  entertainment,  ramps  & eggs,  BBQ  pork  & chicken,  pone  bread, 
pinto  beans,  fried  fatback  & homemade  desserts.  Info:  Duane  Click  or  Derry 
Cody  (423)  623-0786  or  623-5725. 

May  5-7:  (**)  Poke  Sallet  Festival,  on  the  Town  Square,  Gainsboro,  TN. 
Another  wild  food  of  the  southland!  Activities  include  music,  food, 
contests,  arts  & crafts.  Info:  Dackson  County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PO  Box 
827,  Gainesboro,  TN  38501  (931)  268-0971. 

May  6-8:  Southeastern  Indian  Cultural  Festival,  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  Anniston,  AL.  Speak  with  Native  History  enactors  in 
period  clothing,  visit  a Creek  hunting  camp,  listen  to  story  tellers  & 
observe  dance  demonstrations.  There  will  also  be  hands-on  activities  for 
children,  with  demonstrations  of  Native  American  life  skills,  etc.  Price 
of  admission  includes  entrance  to  the  museum  exhibit  hall.  Info:  Anniston 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  (PO  Box  1587)  800  Museum  Dr.,  Anniston,  AL 
36202  or  (256)  237-6766  for  Lisa  Worsham.  Call  (800)  489-1087  for  a 
visitor' s guide. 

May  7-9:  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored 
by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  the  event  (which  was  previously  held 
at  the  World's  Fair  Site)  will  take  place  at  the  Knoxville  Farmers'  Market, 
next  to  the  Knoxville  Crossing  Mall  (formerly  known  as  East  Towne  Mall) . 

MC:  Do  Do  Rice  (Oto/Sauk-Fox) , HM:  Lowery  Begay  (Navaho),  HL:  DoAnne 
Steele  (Lakota),  Sr.  Princess:  Kikki  Standing  Deer  (Ponca/Cherokee),  HD: 
Cedar  Tree  Singers.  Over  $7,500  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 
Tipi  competitions.  Reserved  pow  wow  seating  (bring  lawn  chairs/blankets). 
Camping  & restrooms  onsite.  Contact/information:  Traders,  (423)  687-9675 
or  rlspi@icx.net;  Drums  & Dancers,  (423)  609-7009,  (423)  579-1384  or 
jrouam@lock-net.com;  Tipi  Owners,  (423)  475-9286  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 
Website:  http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/ 

May  7-9:  Mothers  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cahaba  Shrine  Park,  Huntsville,  AL. 
Info:  (256)  859-4470  [Park],  or  (256)  379-4751  [Karen]. 

May  8:  (**)  International  Migratory  Bird  Day,  Ocoee  Whitewater  Center, 
near  Ducktown,  TN.  Includes  interpretive  programs  & nature  hikes,  with 
bird  viewing  & identification.  Info:  Teresa  Bidez  or  Sherry  Sparks,  Ocoee 
Whitewater  Center/Cherokee  National  Forest,  Route  1,  Box  285,  Copperhill, 

TN  37317  (423)  496-5197. 

May  14-16:  Lawrence  County  Schools'  Indian  Festival,  Oakville  Indian 
Museum,  Oakville,  AL.  Info:  (256)  905-2494. 

May  14-16:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Spring  Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns,  Valley 
Head,  AL.  HD:  Southeast  Sunrise  Singers,  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie 
Ravenheart  Saeger,  HH:  Quality  Inn,  Fort  Payne  (800)  228-5151.  Info:  Sally 
Eastman  (256)  635-0024.  Sponsored  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama.  On-site  camping  available. 


May  18-20:  Trail  of  Tears  Association  Annual  Conference,  Sweetwater,  TN 
Includes  lectures,  workshops,  fellowship.  Info:  (931)  946-7848  or  948-7846 

May  22-23:  East  Hickman  County  Pow  Wow,  Wrigley's  L.A.  Miller  Ball  Park, 
Lyles,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  Guest  Drums:  Eagle  Scouts,  and  Redhawk; 
MC:  Eddie  Nickens;  ST:  Rogers  Clinch;  HM:  Ken  Carpenter;  HL:  Dorothy 
Duckepoo;  Sr.  Princess:  Olivia  Breeden;  Dr.  Princess:  Bethany  Baker;  Head 
Veteran:  Clayton  Priest.  Info:  Sheila  or  Grady  Hones  (931)  670-5465. 

May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shepherdsville,  KY.  Info: 
(502)  331-9792. 

Ongoing:  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  Vonore,  TN.  Operated  by  the  Eastern 
Band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  and  open  daily,  except  for  Thanksgiving  & 
Christmas  days. 

Hours:  Mon. -Sat.,  9am-5pm;  Sun.,  noon-5pm.  Info:  Sequoyah  Birthplace 
museum,  Citico  Road  (PO  Box  69),  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246. 

For  more  information  on  Tennessee  events,  contact  the  Tennessee 
Department  of  Tourist  Development,  5th  Floor,  Rachel  Hackson  Building,  320 
Sixth  Avenue  North,  Nashville,  TN  37243. 

For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  dial  1-800 -ALABAMA. 

Note:  This  newsletter  is  published  free  of  charge  to  all  those  seeking 
information  on  Native  American  events  in  the  Southeast.  You  may  feel  free 
to  copy  or  pass  this  information  on  to  anyone  who  you  feel  is  interested 
in  such  events. 

To  have  your  e-mail  address  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list,  simply 
send  a message  to  wanige@aol.com,  stating  your  wishes.  You  may  also  send 
updates,  cancellations  or  additional  pow  wow  or  festival  information  to 
this  address. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Marsha  E Shaiman, 

Robert  Dorman,  David  Crockett  Williams  via  Susanna  Shreeve,  Hanet  Smith, 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes,  Martha  E Ture,  Michael 
Tom  Schlosser,  Roger  IronCloud  via  Hohn  Berry,  Hohnny  Rustywire, 

League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 

Barbara  Landis,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Cindy  Page, 
Martha  E Ture,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  via  Freedom  Heart  Rising 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Apr  29  12:08:58  1999 
Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  19:31:37  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.018 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  was  hostile  to  the  white  man... We  preferred  hunting  to  a life  of 
idleness  on  our  reservations . At  times  we  did  not  get  enough  to  eat 
and  we  were  not  allowed  to  hunt.  All  we  wanted  was  peace  and  to  be 
let  alone.  Soldiers  came... in  the  winter.. and  destroyed  our  villages. 
Then  Long  Hair  (Custer)  came... They  said  we  massacred  him,  but  he 
would  have  done  the  same  to  us.  Our  first  impulse  was  to  escape... but 


we  were  so  hemmed  in  we  had  to  fight, 
the  government  would  not  let  me  alone 
quiet.  I was  tired  of  fighting. . .They 
soldier  ran  his  bayonet  into  me. 

I have  spoken." 

Chief  Crazy  Horse,  Oglala  Lakota 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
i of  the  Republic  i 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

f as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  i 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _ 

i Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


After  that  I lived  in  peace,  but 
I was  not  allowed  to  remain 
tried  to  confine  me.. and  a 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I'm  only  going  to  use  it  once,  and  that  is  to  make  the  ignorant  aware  of 
what  I am  referring  to  ...  Squaw.  It  is  not,  in  that  form,  an  Indian  word, 
any  more  than  is  Flathead  what  the  Salish  and  Kootenai  call  themselves. 

It  is,  however,  a French  corruption  of  an  Algonquin  word  for  woman  that 
in  its  most  polite  connotation  has  come  to  refer,  in  crude  offensive 
terms,  to  female  genitalia  throughout  Indian  Country. 

Furthermore,  it  is  not  appropriate  for  use  as  a geographical,  place 
or  enterprise  name,  including  a new  horse  racing  facility  in  Ft.  Worth, 

Texas . 


Hey!  Cow  Town,  get  a clue! 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

Marietta,  GA  30187,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Utes  in  Billion-Dollar  Battle  - U.N.  Committee  Criticizes  Canada 


- BIA  Lease  Review 

Won't  Include  Role  for  Utah 

- Dineh  Intervention  on 
Religious  Intolerance 

- BIA  Shoots 

Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse 

- Bucket  Line  Needs  Funds 

- Isleta  Suit  Seeks  Cash  For  Land 

- Laframbois  Island 

- Cultural  and  Natural  Resource  Issue- 

- Vow  to  Protect  Newborn  Buffalo 

- Benefits  of  Bison  on 
American  Indian  Life 

- Delaware 

Child  Development  Office  Opens 

- Byrd  Plans  Defense  for 
Court  Hearing 

- Cherokees  Set  Hearing  to 
End  Council  Boycott 

- UN  Asks  About  Dudley  George 

- Activists  loin  Forces 
on  UN  Report 

"RE : Utes  in  Billion-Dollar 


Menominee  Treaty  Right  Fails 
Kickapoos  Say 

County  Officials  Intruding 

O'Odham  Peoples 

Takeover  of  INI  Office 

Timbisha  Shoshone  Reclaim  Homeland 

A Look  Ahead  to  the  2000  Census 

Tribes  Seek  Tougher  Grave  Law 

Why  Leonard  Is  Still  A Prisoner 

Note  from  Harvey  Arden 

Regarding  Leonard 

Bear  Lincoln  Manslaughter 

Case  Dismissed 

Native  Prisoner 

Monster,  Skinwalkers  & Such 

Sports  Warriors  Show  Olympic  Promise 

Cherokees'  Games  More  Than  Sport 

Listen  to  Your  Elders 

Poem:  Flowers  and  Songs 

from  Youths  and  Inmates 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Upcoming  Events 

Battle"  


Date:  Tue,  13  Apr  1999  23:36:24  EDT 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Utes  in  billion-dollar  battle  v.  Amoco  et  al 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

>From  Victor's  pechanga.net 

Utes  in  billion-dollar  battle 

By  Electa  Draper 

Denver  Post  Staff  Writer 

April  11  - As  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe  and  the  non-Indian  residents  of 
southwestern  Colorado  attempt  to  reap  the  wealth  of  the  region's  vast 
energy  resources,  they  find  the  harvest  blighted  by  100-year-old 
conflicts . 

"Whether  (the  Utes)  fought  with  the  madness  of  desperation  or  in  dense 
ignorance  of  the  power  of  the  United  States  government,  it  does  not 
matter.  Nothing  but  certain  overthrow  and  extinction  awaited  them,"  The 
New  York  Times  editorialized  Oct.  9,  1879,  shortly  after  the  Meeker 
Massacre . 

It  was  this  Ute  attack  on  an  Indian  agent  that  made  it  politically 
possible  for  the  U.S.  government  to  strip  the  tribe  of  millions  of 
acres.  Yet  the  Utes  would  survive,  divided  into  three  Indian  nations  in 
Colorado  and  Utah. 

The  spoils  of  modern  victories,  to  be  won  in  courts,  lie  below  ground. 
The  lawyer  for  the  1,300  Southern  Utes  prepares  to  go  to  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  April  19  to  fight  Amoco  Production  Co.  and  several 
thousand  non-Indians  for  valuable  natural  gas  found  within  tribal  coal 
beds.  The  coal  lies  under  200,000  acres  of  farms  and  ranches,  many  still 
owned  by  descendants  of  the  homesteaders  who  succeeded  in  dislodging 


Utes  from  their  ancestral  lands  and  early  reservations.  These  landowners 
believe  they  own  the  natural  gas,  whether  it  is  extracted  from  coal  or 
other  rock  formations. 

For  many  hundreds  of  years,  seven  bands  of  Utes  roamed  all  of  what  is 
now  Colorado,  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  to  the  western  edges  of  the  San 
Duan  mountains,  throughout  the  valleys  of  the  Gunnison,  Uncompahgre, 

Yampa,  Grand  and  San  Duan  rivers.  They  traveled  in  circuits  through 
northern  New  Mexico,  almost  as  far  south  as  Santa  Fe,  and,  they  ranged 
into  the  Uintah  Basin  in  northern  Utah. 

Into  the  1600  and  1700s,  Utes  hunted  and  traded  with  little  interference 
from  the  Spanish  explorers  and  settlers.  Indeed,  the  Spanish 
introduction  of  the  horse  transformed  the  Utes  into  fierce  hunters. 

"The  Utes  became  raiders,  moving  out  of  their  mountain  fortresses  to 
raid  other  Indian  groups  or  ...  villages  to  the  south,"  reads  "The 
Southern  Utes,"  a thin  volume  published  in  1972  by  the  University  of 
Utah  with  the  cooperation  of  the  tribe. 

The  Mexican  War  and  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe-Flidalgo  that  ended  it  in 
1848  gave  the  United  States  New  Mexico  and  part  of  future  Colorado 
territory.  In  the  treaty,  the  United  States  agreed  to  honor  the  massive 
land  grants,  millions  of  acres,  made  by  the  Spanish  and  Mexican 
governments  to  their  citizens.  Ute  raids  on  these  growing  settlements 
had  begun  in  the  1830s  and  continued  unabated  as  the  United  States  took 
over. 

On  Dec.  30,  1849,  Indian  agent  lames  S.  Calhoun  arranged  the  first 
treaty  between  the  United  States  government  and  the  Utes  at  Abiquiu,  a 
town  on  the  Chama  River  north  of  Espanola,  N.M. 

"The  Utes  recognized  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  and  agreed 
not  to  depart  from  their  accustomed  territory  without  permission,"  the 
history  says. 

"The  Utes  also  agreed  to  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  with  the  United 
States,  to  abide  by  U.S.  law,  and  to  permit  citizens  of  the  U.S. 
government  to  establish  military  posts  and  agencies  in  their  country." 

This  treaty  did  not  define  the  boundaries  of  "accustomed"  Ute 
territory.  Encroachment  by  the  beneficiaries  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  land 
grants  continued  to  provoke  Ute  raids,  followed  by  punitive  U.S. 
expeditions.  To  protect  settlers  from  Ute  raids.  Fort  Massachusetts, 
later  renamed  Fort  Garland,  rose  along  Ute  Creek  near  the  base  of  Mount 
Blanca . 

U.S.  Indian  agencies,  which  operated  to  provide  the  Utes  rations  in 
exchange  for  their  land  concessions,  often  ran  out  of  money  and  supplies 
because  of  mismanagement.  Resentment  over  such  failures  and  the  stronger 
military  presence  in  Ute  territory  flared  into  the  Ute  War  of  1854-55. 

The  Utes  attacked  Fort  Pueblo  on  the  Arkansas  River  and  killed  all  its 
inhabitants  on  Christmas  Day  1854.  The  Utes  then  attacked  settlements  in 
the  San  Luis  Valley.  Over  the  next  few  months  the  Ute  warriors,  who 
numbered  in  the  low  hundreds,  conceded  victory  to  the  U.S.  Army  and 
asked  for  peace.  A treaty  was  signed  months  later  in  the  fall  of  1855. 
However,  exploding  numbers  of  settlers  in  the  territory  brought  Utes  and 
whites  into  repeated  conflict. 

The  U.S.  government  became  determined  to  solve  "the  Ute  problem"  by 
removing  them  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  and  confining  all  bands  to  a 
single  reservation.  Representatives  of  the  seven  bands  of  Utes  met  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  March  1868  with  Gov.  A.C.  Hunt  of  the  Territory  of 
Colorado,  Kit  Carson  and  N.G.  Taylor.  They  negotiated  a treaty  that 
created  a single  reservation  for  all  the  Utes  that  encompassed  roughly 
the  western  third  of  Colorado. 

Many  U.S.  officials  did  not  believe  the  mountainous  lands  west  of  the 
San  Luis  Valley  were  worth  fighting  over.  The  U.S.  government  told  the 
Utes  that  the  reservation  would  be  theirs  forever,  protected  from  white 
trespassers.  U.S.  officials  selected  Ute  leader  Ouray  to  represent  the 
Indians . 

Almost  immediately  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  miners  began 
swarming  into  the  San  Duan  Mountains  in  search  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
U.S.  government,  unable  or  unwilling  to  stem  the  tide  of  miners,  called 
Ute  leaders  together  to  negotiate  for  the  land  under  exploration.  In 


1873,  the  Utes  signed  the  Bnunot  agreement,  in  which  they  gave  up  claim 
to  the  San  Duan  Mountains,  a large  rectangular  cutout  from  the  middle  of 
the  reservation.  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  signed  it  into  law  in  1874. 

New  Mexican  settlers  pressured  the  U.S.  government  to  force  Utes  still 
living  in  New  Mexico  to  move  to  the  reservation  in  Colorado,  a move 
accomplished  by  1878.  Meanwhile,  residents  of  the  new  state  of  Colorado 
began  calling  for  the  ouster  of  the  Utes. 

In  September  1879,  the  Meeker  Massacre  became  the  rallying  cry.  Indian 
agent  Nathan  Meeker  at  the  Northern  Ute  agency  in  White  River  (near 
present-day  Meeker)  plowed  prized  horse-grazing  lands  to  press  the  point 
that  the  U.S.  government  wanted  the  Utes  to  become  farmers.  Ute  warriors 
killed  Meeker  and  eight  young  men  who  worked  for  him.  They  took  three 
women  and  two  children,  including  Meeker's  wife  and  daughter,  captive 
for  23  days.  The  Utes  trapped  the  U.S.  troops  sent  to  rescue  the  agency 
for  six  days  before  relief  arrived.  A national  uproar  ensued. 

In  1880,  Ute  leaders  bowed  to  an  angry  nation  and  agreed  to  relinquish 
all  claims  to  their  reservation  in  Colorado.  The  New  York  Times 
estimated  the  Utes  gave  up  11  million  acres  of  land. 

"We  may  probably  conclude  that  one  of  the  most  serious  Indian  troubles 
of  the  year  has  been  safely  passed  over  or  postponed,"  the  Times  wrote 
Aug.  6,  1880.  "Yet,  the  most  that  can  be  said  of  this  vaunted  settlement 
of  the  Ute  problem  is  that  it  has  cunningly  used  the  outbreak  of  a 
single  band  of  Indians  to  despoil  the  whole  tribe  of  its  ancestral  homes 
in  the  alleged  interests  of  peace  for  the  future.  No  man  can  pretend 
that  Utes  have  not  as  good  as  legal  title  to  their  entire  reservation  as 
any  house  owner  has  to  his  dwelling  place  in  New  York." 

The  bands  of  Northern  Utes  and  the  Tabeguache  or  Uncompahgre  Utes  moved 
to  the  Uintah  Reservation  in  northeastern  Utah  within  two  years.  Removal 
of  the  three  Southern  Ute  bands  did  not  proceed  as  planned.  Designated 
lands  were  too  poor  for  agriculture,  which  the  Utes  were  supposed  to 
pursue.  Several  proposals  for  small  new  reservations  in  Colorado  and  in 
southern  Utah  fell  through,  at  times  because  white  settlers  or  cattle 
companies  demanded  the  lands  for  themselves. 

It  was  1895  before  a bill  was  passed  that  would  locate  Utes  on  a 
fragment  of  old  reservation  in  southwestern  Colorado,  a strip  110  miles 
long  and  15  miles  wide  north  to  south,  but  the  special  reservation 
status  was  removed  from  the  land.  Ute  families  were  to  apply  for 
individual,  limited  allotments  of  land  for  farming,  and  any  lands  not 
allotted  would  be  opened  to  white  settlement.  Almost  half  the  Utes  voted 
against  the  accepting  the  deal.  By  April  1896,  the  371  Utes  who 
cooperated  received  a total  of  73,000  acres. 

The  Utes  who  opposed  the  agreement,  the  Weminuche  band  led  by  Ignacio, 
established  a camp  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  old  reservation. 

The  U.S.  government  allowed  the  band  to  remain  there  and  hold  their 
lands  in  common.  Three  bands  of  Southern  Utes  were  now  divided  into  two 
groups.  The  home  of  the  Weminuche  band  would  later  become  the  Ute 
Mountain  Ute  Reservation.  The  Muache  and  Ca  pote  bands  would  become 
known  as  the  Southern  Utes. 

The  white  settlers  had  523,000  acres  of  Southern  Ute  lands  they  could 
lay  claim  to  in  1899  when  President  William  McKinley  signed  the 
proclamation  opening  the  reservation. 

Under  the  Restoration  Acts  of  1937  and  1938,  more  than  220,000  acres 
ignored  by  homesteaders  were  restored  to  the  Southern  Ute  Reservation. 

The  Ute  Mountain  Utes  gained  30,000  acres. 

The  aftermath  of  the  extended  period  of  white  settlement  on  Southern  Ute 
lands  is  the  infamous  checkerboard  reservation  of  almost  700,000  acres. 

In  very  rough  terms,  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe  controls  more  than  300,000 
acres  with  both  surface  and  mineral  rights  intact.  Public  lands  managed 
by  the  federal  government  account  for  about  70,000  acres.  Private 
non-Indian  landowners  own  surface  and  mineral  rights  on  perhaps  more 
than  100,000  acres. 

But  there  are  some  200,000  very  troublesome  acres,  where  non-Indians 
hold  surface  rights  and  most  mineral  rights.  However,  the  tribe  owns  the 
coal  and  claims  to  own  natural  gas  taken  from  the  coal. 

The  coal  estate  was  split  off  from  those  200,000  acres  in  the  early 


1900s.  The  federal  government  reserved  the  coal  for  itself  in  the  Coal 
Land  Acts  instead  of  handing  over  all  the  mineral  rights  to 
homesteaders.  Then,  in  1938,  in  the  spirit  of  restoration  of  Indian 
lands,  the  federal  government  conveyed  its  interest  in  coal  to  the 
tribe,  sowing  a seed  that  would  ripen  into  the  billion-dollar  battle 
over  coal-bed  methane  of  1999. 

Copyright  1999  The  Denver  Post. 

"RE : BIA  Lease  Review  Won't  Include  Role  for  Utah"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Apr  1999  17:10:34  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msaj . com> 

Sub j : [Fwd:  BIA  lease  review  won't  include  role  for  Utah] 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dudge  Won't  Let  Utah  Review  Goshute  Lease  for  N-Dump 
BY  DIM  WOOLF 
THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

Utah  will  not  participate  in  the  federal  review  of  a lease  the  Skull 
Valley  Band  of  Goshutes  signed  with  a private  company  proposing  to  store 
high-level  radioactive  waste  on  their  land,  a federal  judge  has  ruled. 

But  U.S.  District  Court  Dudge  Dale  A.  Kimball  said  he  wants  to  hear  more 
arguments  before  ruling  on  the  state's  request  to  make  public  the  terms  of 
that  lease  between  the  tribe  and  Private  Fuel  Storage  (PFS)  --  a 
consortium  of  eight  electric  utilities  with  nuclear-power  plants. 

Copies  of  the  lease  obtained  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  have 
the  amount  the  tribe  will  be  paid  blacked  out.  Federal  officials  claim 
this  is  private  business  information  exempt  from  public  release. 

Kimball  also  agreed  to  combine  the  state's  lawsuit  with  a similar  suit 
filed  by  another  group  of  Goshutes  angry  about  their  leaders'  decision  to 
lease  land  for  the  storage  of  such  dangerous  material.  The  dissident 
Goshutes  also  want  to  know  how  much  the  tribe  is  being  paid  by  PFS. 

Philip  C.  Pugsley,  an  attorney  for  the  state,  said  he  "disagrees 
strongly"  with  Kimball's  decision  to  prevent  Utah  from  participating  in 
the  review  of  the  Goshute  lease. "We 'll  probably  appeal  that  in  due  course. 

Utah  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt  has  been  outspoken  in  his  opposition  to  the 
storage  facility,  throwing  as  many  obstacles  as  state  officials  can  dream 
up.  Participation  in  the  federal  lease  review  would  give  state  officials 
another  forum  to  voice  their  concerns. 

Although  the  lease  was  signed  by  the  Skull  Valley  Band  of  Goshutes  and 
PFS,  it  must  be  approved  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  That  agency 
has  given  its  preliminary  approval  to  the  lease.  But  final  approval  will 
be  conditional  on  the  completion  of  an  environmental  impact  statement  and 
a decision  by  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  that  the  waste  can  be 
handled  safely  at  the  site. 

In  arguments  before  the  court,  attorneys  for  the  state  said  they  wanted 
to  be  involved  when  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  makes  its  final  decision 
on  the  lease.  They  want  the  agency  to  be  very  careful  and  demanding  in  its 
review. 

But  federal  attorneys  said  Utahans  can  voice  their  concerns  during  the 
environmental  review  and  the  safety  study.  If  they  don't  like  the  results, 
the  decision  can  be  challenged  in  court. 

They  said  it  would  be  unfair  to  let  state  officials  sit  with  federal 
regulators  when  they  make  the  final  lease  decision.  Kimball,  in  a decision 
issued  Friday,  agreed  with  the  federal  attorneys  and  excluded  the  state 
from  these  deliberations, 
c.  Copyright  1999,  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
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Date:  Sat,  24  Apr  1999  14:39:49  -0800 

Sub j : Dineh  Intervention  on  Religious  Intolerance-UNCHR 


Mailing  List: 


Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail.com> 


Date:  Fri,  23  Apr  1999  02:27:44  MST 

From:  "Marsha  Monestersky"  <mmonestersky@hotmail . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  supporters. 

This  is  the  full  text  of  the  Dineh  intervention  on  Religious 
Intolerance  to  the  55th  Session  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Fluman  Rights 
Oral  Intervention  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Submitted  to  the  55th  Session  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Fluman  Rights 
Geneva  Switzerland 
April  13,  1999 

Read  by  Liberato  C.  Bautista  and  Peggy  Francis  Scott 
Dear  Madam  Chair: 

I am  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Our  church  has  a long  standing  commitment 
to  and  solidarity  with  Indigenous  Peoples  and  against  religious 
intolerance . 

It  is  our  church's  policy  "to  support  the  needs  and  aspirations  of 
America's  native  peoples  as  they  struggle  for  their  survival  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  their  culture  in  a world  intent  upon 
their  assimilation.  Westernization,  and  absorption  of  their  lands  and 
the  termination  of  their  traditional  ways  of  life"  (1996  Book  of 
Resolutions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  p.181). 

Ms.  Peggy  Francis  Scott  continues  my  statement: 

The  traditional  Dineh  living  in  Black  Mesa,  a remote  region  of 
northeastern  Arizona,  in  the  United  States  are  a spiritual  people 
whose  identity,  ways  of  being,  and  ways  of  knowing  and  doing  are 
intimately  bound  to  the  land.  Dineh  religiosity  is  inseparably  bound 
to  the  land.  Every  fabric  of  Dineh  daily  life  is  intrinsically  woven 
to  this  land  and  the  earth. 

We  come  before  you  as  a people  proud  of  our  tradition  and  our 
religiosity.  But  we  also  come  with  wounded  souls  and  broken  spirits. 
Our  religious  identities  and  constructions  are  intimately  tied  to  the 
land  we  live  on.  When  our  land  is  wounded,  our  religion  is  wounded. 
When  our  spirits  are  broken,  our  spirituality  is  broken. 

Madam  Chair, 

The  traditional  Dineh  welcomes  the  report  of  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor 
[Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  on  his  visit  to  the 
United  States  early  last  year  (E/CN .4/1999/58/Add . 1) ] . Mr.  Amor 
inscribed  in  his  report  some  of  the  hitherto  unheard  voices,  pleas  and 
dreams  of  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  world.  Flis  visit  in  Black  Mesa  is 
historic  and  symbolic  in  that,  at  a low  point  in  the  struggle  of  our 
people,  he  lifted  our  hopes,  awakened  our  dreams,  and  lent  an 
understanding  ear  to  our  prophecies.  But  more  remains  to  be  said  about 
the  Dineh  situation. 

Mr.  Amor  is  on  target  in  his  observation  that  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  US  Supreme  Court  points  to  "no  enforceable  safeguards  for  worship 
at  sacred  sites"  (52-55).  In  our  case,  Dineh  sacred  sites  intermingle 
with  our  homes,  livestock,  and  farms.  Today,  more  than  12,000  Dineh 
have  been  relocated  from  their  homes,  plucked  away  from  their 
livelihood  and  their  sacred  ritual  and  burial  sites.  Our  religion 
binds  us  inseparably  to  our  land  which  we  believe  is  sacred.  Coal 
mining  violates  the  integrity  of  our  land  and  therefore  tears  apart 
every  fabric  of  our  religious  identity.  The  Navajo  relocation  program 
instituted  by  the  US  government  deprives  our  people  of  ancestral  lands 
and  their  inherent  property  rights.  It  also  severs  our  sacred  ties  to 


our  land  and  denies  us  the  venue  to  practice  our  religious  ceremonies. 
The  unsustainable  environmental  practices  of  runaway  multinational 
mining  corporations  inflict  environmental  racism  upon  us.  Current  US 
governmental  laws  such  as  the  Native  American  Grave  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  and  the  Antiquities  Act  remain  to  be 
enforced . 

Madam  Chair, 

The  US  government  must  recognize  that  no  territorial  settlement  should 
ever  deprive  Indigenous  Peoples  of  their  right  to  remain  on  their 
traditional  land  or  to  practice  their  religion  thereupon.  Our  land  is 
sacred  and  we  do  not  believe  it  should  be  expropriated  from  us.  The  US 
government  cannot  and  must  not  subordinate  our  survival  as  a people  to 
economic  interests  whose  dividends  we  do  not  partake  from.  The  tribal 
councils  operate  on  behalf  of  these  economic  interests  more  than  in 
support  of  Indigenous  Peoples  interests. 

Our  religious  ties  to  our  land  requires  that  we  remain  its 
caretakers.  This  is  the  instruction  given  to  us  by  our  Creator.  We  do 
not  want  US  governmental  laws  to  deny  us  our  religiosity.  We  are  a 
people  who  wish  to  be  in  community  with  other  peoples  of  the  earth. 

We  wish  to  manage  the  bounty  of  our  land  for  ourselves  and  our 
children's  use.  We,  much  like  you,  wish  for  a good  education  and  a 
religiously  tolerant  world  for  our  children. 

We  wish  for  a life  in  which  we  are  able  to  sustain  our  livelihood  and 
practice  our  religiosity,  in  order  to  live  in  peace,  dignity, 
security,  and  harmony.  How  we  use  our  land  and  grazing  areas  must  be  a 
decision  our  people  make.  The  barbed  wire  fencing  of  our  lands  forces 
us  to  live  as  prisoners  and  trespassers  on  our  own  ancestral  land. 

Mr.  Bautista  will  conclude  this  statement: 

Madam  Chair, 

We  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  reference  in  the  Report  about 
the  Dineh  being  a "small  religious  minority  in  a democracy  shaped  by 
the  will  of  the  majority."  Why  was  "religious  minority"  used  in  the 
same  sentence  as  "democracy"?  The  Dineh  are  part  of  the  US  democratic 
process,  that  is  clear.  They  could  be  described  as  a minority  within 
that  majority.  But  what  is  meant  by  describing  the  Dineh  as  a 
"religious  minority?"  We  ask,  a religious  minority  of  what  majority? 
Who  is  the  religious  majority  in  the  United  States?  This  reference  may 
serve  to  further  marginalize  the  Dineh. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  prays  for  a rule  of  law  for  all 
peoples  based  on  respect  for  justice,  human  rights,  religious  freedom 
and  tolerance.  We  therefore  lend  our  continued  support  in 
strengthening  the  mandate  of  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious 
Intolerance.  We  urge  the  Commission  to  mandate  an  extension  of  the 
investigation  of  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States.  In 
addition,  we  support  the  recommendation  of  the  Special  Rapporteur  to 
change  his  title  to  Special  Rapporteur  for  Freedom  of  Religion  or 
Belief.  We  further  support  the  call  of  our  colleague  indigenous  NGOs 
for  the  appointment  of  a Special  Rapporteur  on  Indigenous  Human 
Rights . 

Thank  you  Madam  Chair  and  distinguished  delegates. 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
777  United  Nations  Plaza 
New  York,  New  York  10017  USA 
Tel:  +212.682.3633 

Web:  www.umc-gbcs.org 


Fax: 


+212.682.5354 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (GBCS)  is  the  international 
public  policy  and  social  advocacy  agency  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  an  international  NGO  in  consultative  status  (roster) 
with  ECOSOC.  This  statement  is  released  on  the  approval  of  The  Rev. 

Dr.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  General  Secretary  of  GBCS.  Only  the 
General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  speaks  for  the 
entire  denomination. 
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"RE : BIA  Shoots  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Apr  1999  18:10:03  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Sub j : ALERT-BIA  Shoots  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s horse 
From:  "Marsha  Monestersky"  <mmonestersky@hotmail . com> 


ALERT  to  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

Carlos  Begay  told  me  that  he  went  to  see  Pauline  Whitesinger,  an  elder 
matriarch  of  the  Big  Mountain  Community  yesterday,  Sunday,  April  25. 

He  relates  the  following,  Pauline,  unable,  to  speak,  read  or  write 
English,  showed  him  that  she  had  circled  the  dates,  April  18-20  on  her 
calendar.  She  says,  this  is  when  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior's 
Hopi  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  Area  Agency  confiscated  her  cow 
and  killed  her  horse. 

Pauline  received  no  prior  warning  from  the  BIA  to  indicate  that  they 
would  confiscate  her  animals,  but  when  she  was  unable  some  of  them, 
she  feared  that  they  might  have  been  confiscated. 

While  at  the  Hopi  BIA  Area  Agency  she  saw  her  cow  in  the  impoundment 
yard  along  with  3 other  animals  belonging  to  someone  else. 

Impoverished  and  unable  to  pay  for  the  release  of  her  cow,  she  was 
forced  to  leave  it  there. 

That  same  day,  when  she  returned  home,  her  granddaughter  told  her  that 
she  heard  a high  powered  gun  shot  while  she  was  out  sheepherding. 

Pauline  and  her  granddaughter  set  off  to  investigate.  What  they 
found  close  to  where  her  granddaughter  was  sheepherding  was  her  horse 
was  shot,  laying  there  dead.  Pauline  says  that  she  believes  it  was 
the  BIA  Ranger  that  shot  her  horse  because  she  saw  a lot  of  tracks  of 
a BIA  Ranger  on  horseback  and  an  impoundment  trailer. 

Pauline  said  the  quantity  of  tracks  indicated  that  her  horse  must 
have  been  running  not  walking  and  when  the  BIA  Ranger  and  impoundment 
trailer  were  unable  to  catch  her  horse  they  must  have  just  shot  it 
and  left  it  there  to  die.  Currently,  her  horse  is  still  lying  where  it 
was  shot,  its  remains  mostly  gone,  devoured  by  hungry  coyotes. 

Members  of  her  family  are  currently  traveling  to  the  BIA  in  Kearns 
Canyon  to  find  out  why  they  shot  Pauline's  horse. 

Dudith  Nies  in  a "Native  American  History"  states,  "1863-1864.  The 
war  against  the  Navajo.  The  Navajo  Long  Walk  and  imprisonment  at 
Bosque  Redondo.  Kit  Carson  drove  the  Navajo  from  their  lands  by 
destroying  their  means  of  survival.  His  army  killed  thousands  of 
sheep,  poisoned  wells,  burned  orchards  and  crops,  destroyed  hogans  and 
livestock  shelters,  and  anything  else  that  was  of  value  to  the 
Navajo. " 


The  elders  believe  that  the  starvation  policy  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  BIA  continues  the  tradition  of  Kit  Carson  and  the  Long  Walk. 

We  need  your  help  to  pressure  the  BIA. 

Please  call,  fax  and  send  letters  to  the  following: 

Robert  Carotin,  Acting  Supertindent 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Hopi  BIA  Agency 

P.0.  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AY  86034 

USA 

Phone:  001  (outside  the  U.S.) 

Phone:  (520)  738-2249 

Fax:  (520)  738-5187 

Hilda  Manuel 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C Street,  NW 

Mail  Stop  4140 

Washington,  DC  20240 

Phone:  001  (outside  the  U.S.) 

Phone:  (202)716-3602 

Fax:  (202)  208-5320 

Wayne  Nordell 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Phone:  (602)  379-6600 

Fax:  (602)  379-6835 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Posted  by  Marsha  Monestersky 

Temporary  e-mail  in  Europe:  mmonestersky@hotmail.com 
April  26,  1999 

"RE : Bucket  Line  Needs  Funds"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Apr  1999  00:13:19  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet . com 

Sub j : Bucket  line  needs  funds  for  delivery  to  rez 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  PAPAPOSSUM@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  25  Apr  1999  01:01:08  EDT 

please  toward  or  publish 

Dear  friends 

I now  have  a 20  ft  trailer  load  of  clothing,  fire  wood,  building 
insulation,  dishes  and  lots  of  good  things.  I need  to  raise  $500  quickly 
to  make  a delivery  to  reservation  if  you  can;  please  help.  If  you  cannot 
help  I will  understand.  I know  lots  of  charities  are  asking  for  money  right 
now 

Your  Friend 
3im  papapossum 

please  send  tax  deductible  donations  to 
Bucket  -Line  TO  The  Elders  in  care  of 
First  security  Bank 
2050  N main 
Layton  Utah  84041 

"RE;  isleta  Suit  Seeks  Cash  For  Land"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  09:00:44  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msaj . com> 


Sub j : Isleta  authorized  to  pursue  new  Indian  Claims  Commission-type  suit 


Tuesday,  April  20,  1999 

Isleta  Suit  Seeks  Cash  For  Land 

Aboriginal  Territory  Stretches  Into  Texas 

By  Leslie  Linthicum  Journal  Staff  Writer 
Beaten  at  the  Border  50  Years 

Draw  a clockwise  circle  beginning  at  Tijeras  Canyon,  over  to  Las  Vegas, 
down  to  Tatum  and  into  West  Texas,  over  to  south  of  El  Paso,  up  to  Mount 
Taylor  and  back  again  through  Trinity:  Albuquerque  to  the  canyon. 

That  is  roughly  the  loop  of  land  Isleta  Pueblo  claims  as  its  rightful 
traditional  territory.  It  encompasses  between  20  million  and  30  million 
acres  the  pueblo  says  the  U.S.  government  took  illegally  and  should  now 
pay  for.  It  takes  roughly  half  of  New  Mexico  and  a couple  of  chunks  of 
Texas . 

The  pueblo  is  suing  the  federal  government  for  taking  the  lands  through 
the  establishment  of  national  forests  and  military  bases  and  the  granting 
of  homesteads  and  mining,  grazing  and  oil  and  gas  leases.  In  its  lawsuit, 
the  pueblo  asks  to  be  paid  "just  compensation"  for  the  property.  The  lawsuit 
does  not  name  a price. 

The  land  includes  Conchas  Lake,  Elephant  Butte  reservoir,  the  Manzano 
Mountains,  the  The  Nando  Lincoln  National  Forest,  a long  stretch  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  White  Sands  Missile  Range,  the  Mescalero  Apache  Reservation  and 
pieces  of  West  Texas. 

The  pueblo's  official  boundaries  now  stretch  over  211,000  acres  in 
Bernalillo,  Valencia  and  Torrance  counties,  spanning  the  Rio  Grande  south 
of  Albuquerque  and  climbing  to  the  ridge  of  the  Manzano  Mountains. 

A lawyer  for  the  pueblo  said  the  lawsuit  is  a routine  claim  to  aboriginal 
lands,  the  term  that  describes  the  territory  that  a tribe  traditionally 
lived  in  or  used  for  hunting,  fishing  or  gathering  plants  and  minerals. 

The  Isletans'  claim  is  very  different  from  a claim  by  Sandia  Pueblo  that 
it  owns  and  should  be  granted  clear  title  to  and  control  over  a large  swath 
of  land  that  stretches  from  the  pueblo  north  of  Albuquerque  to  the  top  of 
the  Sandia  Mountains. 

"They're  not  asking  to  have  this  land  back,"  David  Mielke,  the  lawyer  for 
Isleta  said.  "It's  just  a matter  of  money." 

On  Thursday,  the  pueblo  and  the  federal  government  asked  a federal  judge 
to  allow  them  until  January  to  try  to  settle  the  case.  Judge  Christine 
Miller  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Federal  Claims  put  the  case  on  hold 
in  December  for  six  months  when  the  parties  said  they  might  be  able  to 
settle  the  lawsuit.  They  have  asked  for  an  extension  of  that  order  until 
Jan.  15. 

The  Department  of  Justice  has  denied  Isleta 's  claim  that  its  aboriginal 
lands  extend  to  the  boundaries  it  has  outlined. 

In  a response  to  the  lawsuit  filed  with  the  court  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Justice  Department  attorney  Daniel  Steel  said  the  government 
denies  that  Isleta  Pueblo  "ever  owned,  used,  occupied,  possessed,  exercised 
dominion  over,  or  held  aboriginal  title  to  'substantial  portions'  of  the 
land  identified." 

Indian  tribes  have  long  maintained  that  the  land  their  ancestors  used 
before  white  people  migrated  to  North  America  from  Europe  is  rightfully 
theirs.  In  1946,  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  Act,  which 
provided  a forum  for  tribes  to  sue  the  federal  government  to  recover  damages 
for  the  loss  of  tribal  lands. 

The  deadline  for  claims  expired  in  1951,  but  Isleta  Pueblo  received 
special  permission  in  1996  to  make  a claim  after  it  argued  it  missed  the 
deadline  because  of  incorrect  advice  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

That  opened  the  door  for  Isleta 's  lawsuit,  which  was  filed  in  1998.  The 
pueblo's  claim  excludes  Spanish  land  grants  because  it  only  applies  to 
lands  the  pueblo  was  entitled  to  when  those  lands  came  under  control  of  the 
United  States  government. 

Mielke,  the  Albuquerque  lawyer  representing  Isleta,  also  represented 
Sandia  Pueblo  in  its  successful  lawsuit  that  sought  control  of  the  west 
side  of  the  Sandia  Mountains.  The  federal  government  is  appealing  a 


judge's  ruling  that  sided  with  Sandia's  claim,  and  the  parties  are  in 
mediation . 

Mielke  said  Isleta's  claim  includes  territory  in  which  Isletans  have 
traditionally  hunted  or  traveled  and  lands  occupied  by  members  of  other 
pueblos  who  migrated  to  Isleta. 

"Isleta  was  a large  pueblo,  and  it  ended  up  being  a melting  pot  of  sorts 
as  other  pueblos  disbanded  and  migrated  to  and  settled  at  Isleta,"  Mielke 
said . 

The  area  that  current  pueblo  members'  ancestors  used  actually  extended 
well  beyond  the  area  the  pueblo  is  claiming,  Mielke  said.  "There's 
evidence  that  Isletans  went  as  far  as  Oklahoma  to  hunt  buffalo,"  he  said. 

Mielke  said  the  government's  "taking"  of  the  land  occurs  when  "someone 
else  fences  it,  uses  it  and  excludes  Isletans  from  it." 

A monetary  value  for  land  under  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  Act  is  set 
based  on  what  resources  the  land  contains.  Land  that  held  a large  gold  mine 
would  be  valued  higher  than  grazing  land,  for  example. 

Zuni  Pueblo  won  a similar  right  to  make  a tardy  land  claim  in  1978.  In  a 
settlement,  the  Zunis  received  about  $25  million  --  $1.69  an  acre  for  each 
of  some  15  million  acres  the  pueblo  said  it  lost. 

Copyright  1997,  1998,  1999  Albuquerque  Journal 

"RE : Laframbois  Island"  

From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanajin@hotmail.com> 

Date:  Fri,  23  Apr  1999  14:53:31  PDT 
Sub j : Laframbois  Island 

PRESS  RELEASE  - April  21,  1999 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
For  More  Info: 

Charmaine  Whiteface,  Media  Coordinator 
Black  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council 
(605)399-1253 

Pierre  SD  - In  the  midst  of  drum  beats  and  sacred  songs, 
approximately  200  people  stood  around  a large  campfire  and  watched  as 
the  seven  Lakota  men  occupying  a Spiritual  Camp  on  LaFramboise  Island 
in  the  Missouri  River  were  inducted  into  an  ancient  warrior  society. 

The  sacred  ceremony  was  held  on  Apr  20,  following  a day-long  meeting 
of  the  Black  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council. 

In  their  fourth  week  of  tending  the  First  fire  of  the  Oceti  Sakowin 
(Seven  Council  fires  of  the  Lakota  Nation),  the  men  were  named 
members  of  the  "Most  dependable  Warriors  Society"  (called  Fool 
Soldiers  by  the  1st  white  men)  because  of  their  dedication  the  the 
Great  Sioux  Nation  as  exhibited  by  their  presence  on  the  Island.  They 
are  building  awareness  of  the  transfer  of  almost  200,000  acres  of 
land  along  the  Missouri  River  to  the  state  of  SD,  The  Cheyenne  River 
and  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribes.  They  are  also  educating  the  public  to 
the  violation  this  land  transfer  is  to  the  Ft  Laramie  Treaties  of 
1851  and  1868  which  were  made  between  the  US  and  the  Great  Sioux 
Nation.  (GSN) 

Although  the  Cheyenne  River  (CRST)  and  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribes 
(LBST)  are  also  part  of  the  GSN,  their  govt's  which  agreed  to  the 
transfer  were  created  in  1934  by  the  US  under  the  Wheeler-Howard  Act, 
aka  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act.  Many  members  of  those  two 
reservations  have  protested  their  govts  participation  in  the  passage 
of  this  piece  of  federal  legislation.  A dozen  horseback  riders  from 
Cheyenne  River  in  support  of  the  Spiritual  Camp,  and  two  adult 
volunteers  who  work  w/  youth  were  also  recognized  and  will  receive 
eagle  feathers. 

The  ceremony  was  conducted  by  Harry  Charger  of  the  Sans  Arc  band 
which  is  located  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation,  while  most  of  the 
seven  inductees  are  Oglala  Lakota  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

Members  of  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  contend  the  land  area  including  the 
Missouri  River  was  held  in  common  by  all  of  the  Sioux  bands  (tribes) . 

The  US  House  of  Representatives  in  Jul  98  recognized  the 


complications  inherent  in  the  bill  w/  the  treaties,  and  refused  to 
pass  the  CRST,  LBST,  and  State  of  SD  Terrestrial  Wildlife  Habitat 
Restoration  Act,  aka  the  Mitigation  Act.  But  under  the  steerage  of 
Minority  Leader  Sen  Tom  Daschle,  D-SD,  the  piece  of  legislation  was 
attached  as  Title  VI  of  the  1999  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act  last 
fall.  With  the  enormity  of  the  fed.  budget,  most  Congressmen  failed 
to  cross-reference  any  treaty  obligations  at  that  late  date  following 
months  of  the  Presidential  impeachment  hearings. 

Peter  Capossela,  an  attny  working  w/  many  of  the  Sioux  tribes, 
explained  a discrepancy  in  Title  VI  which  was  overlooked  in  its 
passage.  The  transfer  of  the  land  is  authorized  under  Sec  605(a). 
However,  Sec  605(h)  allows  for  the  protection  of  Native  American 
gravesites  uinder  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act.  According  to  Capossela,  the  NAGPRA  applies  only  to 
federal  and  tribal  land  but  not  state  land. 

This  leads  to  the  question  of  how  Native  American  graves  in  this 
specific  land  area  along  the  Missouri  River  will  be  protected.  A 
Kansas  archaeologist  unearthed  a human  skull  and  some  other  bones 
just  days  prior  to  the  mtg,  according  to  an  article  in  the  Pierre 
newspaper,  the  Capital  Journal,  on  Apr  19,  1999.  The  BHSNTC  contends 
that  the  find  clearly  shows  a need  for  a consistent  application  of 
the  NAGPRA  along  the  Missouri  River.  That  need  would  be  thwarted  by 
the  transfer  of  the  land  to  the  state. 

The  7 warriors  were  further  buoyed  by  the  passage  of  a resolution 
by  the  BHSNTC  designating  Laframbois  Island  a sacred  site  and  Tribal 
Cultural  property.  Such  a designation  is  allowed  under  the  National 
Park  Service's  regulations  for  sites  eligible  under  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  because  of  the  "cultural  practices  or 
beliefs  of  a living  community  that  are  rooted  in  that  community's 
history."  Tim  Mentz,  Historic  Preservation  officer  for  the  Standing 
Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  stated  that  more  than  700  sites  can  be  found  in  the 
land  area  to  be  transferred. 

The  US  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  which  manages  the  land  in  question 
asked  for  the  removal  of  the  camp  by  Apr  20.  The  designation  by  the 
BHSNTC  protects  the  camp  and  the  men  from  any  removal  until  the  issue 
is  resolved. 

Representatives  of  the  BHSNTC  will  be  attending  a forum  sponsored 
by  Congressman  Patrick  Kennedy,  D_RI,  on  tribal  rights  and 
Sovereignty  in  Washington  DC  on  May  12,  1999.  They  hope  to  bring  the 
issue  of  the  violation  of  the  treaties  with  the  passage  of  the 
federal  budget  will  to  the  attention  of  federal  lawmakers. 

Another  gathering  is  planned  on  Laframbois  Island  for  Apr  29,  the 
131st  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  Ft  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868. 

"RE : Cultural  and  Natural  Resource  Issue"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  12:03:01  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibby  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

To:  president@whitehouse.gov 

Sub j : Cultural  and  Natural  Resource  Issue 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Date:  April  20,  1999 

From:  Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 
Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577 

TO:  President  William  Jefferson  Clinton 
White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  D.  C.  20500 


RE:  Buffalo  Slaughter 


Dear  President  Clinton: 

The  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society(WSHPS)  by  way  of  an 
Official  Memorandum  of  Understanding(MOU)  and  Resolution(May  26,  1998), 
as  a Representative  of  the  Elko  Band  Council(EBC-IRA),  a Constituent  of 
the  Te-Moak  Tribe  of  Western  Shoshone  Indians  of  Nevada(IRA-Government 
to-Government  Executive  Order's  April  1994-1998),  does  hereby  direct 
this  authorized  letter  to  the  Office  of  the  United  States  President. 

Mr.  President,  historically,  and  contemporary,  within  the  Culture  of 
the  Native  American  Indian  Ancient  Customs  and  Belief,  the  Buffalo 
has  a unique  and  valued  importance  to  the  Native  American  Indian  and 
such  is  the  significance,  that  the  recent  "Slaughter  of  50+  Buffalo" 
by  the  "Montana  Department  of  Livestock",  and  continued  promotion 
and  or  advocacy  directed  at  further  killing  of  Buffalo,  warrants 
this  letter  to  the  Office  of  the  Whitehouse  and  the  President  of 
these  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  many  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American 
Indian  today  as  in  the  past  like  their  Ancestor's  still  utilize  the 
Buffalo  as  a principle  resource  in  which  furnishes  them  with  food, 
skins  for  tee-pee's,  clothing  items,  bones  for  scraping  tools  and 
other  utensils,  and  the  skull  is  utilized  in  religious  ceremonies, 
such  as  the  Sun  Dance,  however,  it  must  be  noted,  that  the  Tribes 
"Do  Not"  kill  an  abundance  of  their  Buffalo,  but  do  so  by  way  of 
Traditional  Ceremony  and  for  ceremonial  purposes,  and  finds  this 
"Slaughter  of  Buffalo"  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  to 
be  a very  serious  "Criminal  Matter"  that  does  need  to  be  stopped. 

Historically,  the  Buffalo  has  gone  and  is  now  undergoing  a very 
serious  devastating  encounter,  not  only  by  Rancher's,  but  by  State 
and  Federal  Government  Officials,  to  the  point  where  history  is  in 
fact  repeating  it's-self  in  such  a manner,  that  once,  from  the 
grasslands,  Mississippi  River  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  home  to 
over  30  million  plus  Buffalo  that  were  reduced  to  almost  500  due 
to  a "Slaughter  Policy"  by  such  companies  as  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
as  well  as  for  other  adventure  seeking  reason's,  which  did  not 
promote  any  manner  of  justice  for  such  activity,  then,  and  today. 

Mr.  President,  as  a Traditional  Sun  Dancer,  I request  that  the 
Whitehouse  and  the  Office  of  the  President,  to  view  the  following 
respects,  and  begin  an  immediate  process  of  legal  action  that  would 
stop  this  criminal  act  and  note  some  of  the  following  reasons: 

1)  Federal  (public)  lands  should  be  used  for  wild  buffalo  instead  of 
being  leased  at  below  cost  value  to  a few  cows. 

2)  The  financial  burden  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States  regarding 
the  management  of  buffalo  is  unacceptable.  Federal  agencies  should 

be  using  financially  responsible  alternatives  instead  of  wasting  taxpayers 
monies  slaughtering  wildlife. 

3)  The  people  of  the  world  care  for  the  buffalo  and  will  not  continue  to 
stand  by  and  watch  them  be  slaughtered.  There  are  sound  biological 
principles  that  should  override  egotistic/back-door  politics. 

The  recent  actions  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  taken  against 
the  50  buffalo  is  a criminal  act  and  the  White  House,  Office  of  the 
U.  S.  President,  and  the  National  Humane  Society  should  be  aware  that: 

1)  6 buffalo  have  now  died  as  a result  of  inhumane  treatment  incurred 
while  captured  by  the  DOL. 


2)  Two  of  these  animals  "tested  negative"  for  brucellosis,  were  released 
and  died  as  a result  of  injuries  incurred  in  the  facility. 

3)  71  Buffalo  were  crammed  into  a "Tiny  Capture  Facility"  by  the  DOL 
that  did  cause  injuries  that  led  to  the  death  of  some. 

4)  calves  that  lost  their  mother  during  the  "Slaughter"  have  not  been 
provided  proper  means  of  food  by  the  DOL  and  many  of  these  will 
eventually  die,  because  their  needs  are  not  being  adhered  to. 

5)  The  buffalo  on  Horse  Butte  suffer  from  the  tortuous  hazing  tactics 
of  the  DOL. 

The  aggressive  action  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  towards 
the  Buffalo  in  Yellowstone  must  be  stopped  and  a policy  of  justice 
be  established  that  would  allow  the  Buffalo  to  prevail  unmolested 
and  without  prejudice,  for  the  Buffalo  is  a part  of  America's  unique 
Heritage,  as  it  is  a unique  part  of  the  Culture  of  the  Native  American 
Indian,  of  which  the  Buffalo  is  and  has  always  been  an  intricate 
respect  of  the  Ancient  Customs  and  Belief's. 

Mr.  President,  as  a Traditional  Sun  Dancer,  I request  you  to  provide 
a course  of  action  which  will  put  a stop  to  the  unnecessary  activity 
directed  at  the  Buffalo  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock,  in 
which  the  Slaughter  of  Buffalo,  is  in  fact  not  a valid  factor,  nor 
are  there  any  just  policies  establish  that  would  declare  such  action 
as  a relevant  respect  in  the  preservation  and  protection  of  the 
Buffalo. 

Mr.  President,  your  immediate  attention  and  response  is  necessary 
regarding  this  matter.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577 

* http: //personalweb. sierra . net/~kibbey/main . html  * 

* Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director  * 
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Pregnant  females  and  calves  die  at  DOL ' s hands 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  vows  to  protect  newborns 

For  immediate  release  : April  24,  1999 

Contacts  : Sarah  K.  Chalmers,  Kelly  Needs  (406)646-0070 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  - The  recent  abuse  of  buffalo  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock  gives  rise  to  a growing  concern  for  pregnant 
buffalo  preparing  to  give  birth.  One  calf  who  was  orphaned  when  the 
DOL  sent  it's  mother  to  slaughter,  recently  died.  This  calf  struggled 
for  weeks  on  highway  191.  This  calf  was  not  alone  this  winter. 

As  well  as  orphaned  calves,  the  Department  of  Livestock's  hazing 
last  week  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  two  pregnant  females  on  the 
butte.  Although  they  escaped  the  hazing,  the  subsequent  loss 
of  support  from  their  herd  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  survive. 

Six  buffalo  died  as  a direct  result  of  last  weeks  hazing.  The  DOL  has 
claimed  responsibility  for  the  four  that  died  while  in  their  capture 
facility,  but  not  for  the  two  that  died  after  being  released  onto  Horse 
Butte  with  massive  bodily  injury  from  gore  wounds  incurred  in  the  DOL 
trap. 

"The  Department  of  Livestock  is  incapable  of  "managing"  the  Yellowstone 
buffalo  herd.  No  animal  should  be  treated  this  way,"  said  spokesperson 
Sarah  K.  Chalmers. 

Buffalo  choose  Horse  Butte  for  a calving  ground  every  year.  Their 
birthing  period  depends  on  the  weather  and  availability  of  food.  Horse 
Butte  provides  an  ideal  calving  ground.  During  last  years  mass  hazing 
operation  by  the  DOL,  three  females  hid  in  the  woods  and  gave  birth  to 
their  calves.  They  spent  a little  over  two  weeks  recovering  from  the 
birth  and  strengthening  the  young  calves  before  heading  back  to  the  park. 

96  buffalo  have  died  as  a result  of  actions  taken  by  the  DOL  this  year. 
In  none  of  these  deaths  was  there  any  danger  of  brucellosis  transmission 
to  cattle,  as  no  cattle  were  present  when  the  animals  were  taken  for 
slaughter.  "The  persistence  of  the  DOL  in  killing  all  pregnant  females 
makes  one  wonder  if  they  are  actually  involved  in  population  control, 
rather  than  disease  management.  The  Yellowstone  herd  is  in  no  need 
of  culling  this  year.  They  are  in  need  of  space  to  graze  and  give  birth 
and  survive  this  winter  with  new  calves  to  strengthen  the  herd  as  they 
return  to  the  park,"  Chalmers  said. 

Two  females  have  already  calved  on  Horse  Butte  this  week.  Volunteers 
for  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  have  witnessed  these  births  and  realize  the 
need  to  keep  their  distance.  "We  will  protect  these  new  lives  from  the 
assault  of  the  Department  of  Livestock  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  These 
mothers  should  be  able  to  birth  in  peace  without  being  hazed  and  later 
dying  at  a slaughterhouse,  days  from  giving  birth,"  stated  Buffalo  Field 
Campaign  volunteer  Kelly  Needs. 

Fears  that  cattle  may  transact  brucellosis  from  the  fetal  matter  left  by 
buffalo  is  unfounded  as  the  brucella  organism  is  only  active  for  a few 
hours  once  exposed  to  sunlight.  Cattle  do  not  return  to  Horse  Butte 
until  mid-Dune.  Harassment  of  buffalo  on  Horse  Butte  is  unnecessary 
if  the  goal  of  the  DOL  is  to  keep  Montana  cattle  brucellosis-free.  The 
cattle  being  brought  to  Horse  Butte  in  Dune  are  from  Idaho  and  must 
be  vaccinated  before  crossing  the  state  line.  "The  brucellosis  scare 
is  a ruse.  Not  to  protect  cattle,  but  to  eliminate  buffalo  from  coveted 
grass  lands,"  spokesperson  Dohn  Reese  stated. 
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Please  take  20  seconds  and  add  your  voice  to  those  who  speak 
FOR  THE  BUFFALO!  Petition  URL:  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffpet 
Please  pass  this  URL  on  to  94  friends, family  and  groups  around  the 
web  in  honor  of  the  94  buffalo  have  been  slaughtered  this  year! 

Can  we  stand  by  and  do  nothing? 


We  have  posted  new  video  clips  for  an  "in  the  field"  look  at  the 
buffalo  and  their  plight  with  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock 

Please  stop  by  and  see  it!  http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 
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Herd  manager  sees  the  benefits  of  bison  on  American  Indian  life 
BY  30E  DUGGAN 
c.  Lincoln  Journal  Star 
4/23/99 

When  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Nebraska  decided  to  buy  bison  five  years  ago 
it  asked  Louis  LaRose  to  be  herd  manager.  The  former  director  of  the 
Nebraska  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  knew  little  about  bison,  but  in  his 
gut,  he  knew  the  tribe  needed  them.  He  accepted  the  job. 

So  when  a concerned  neighbor  had  a question  about  the  animals,  he 
approached  LaRose.  "He  said,  "Louis,  what  are  you  going  to  do  if  they 
stampede?'"  LaRose  said  Wednesday  during  a speech  at  Love  Library.  "I  said 
"I'm  going  to  get  the  hell  out  of  the  way.  What  do  you  suppose  I'm  going 
to  do:  Stand  there  waving  my  arms  to  try  to  stop  them?'"  One  minute, 

LaRose  had  his  audience  laughing  with  his  characteristic  humor.  The  next, 
he  commanded  thoughtful  silence  as  he  spoke  about  the  trials  and  joys  of 
reconnecting  bison  to  Plains  Indian  nations.  LaRose  spoke  Wednesday 
afternoon  at  the  Great  Plains  Art  Collection  Gallery  during  the  Paul  A. 
Olson  Seminars  in  Great  Plains  Studies. 

The  man  with  the  quick  smile  and  a tuft  of  gray  hair  on  his  chin  has 
come  a long  way  since  he  started  managing  that  bison  herd.  He  serves  as 
president  of  the  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  and 
project  director  of  the  Northern  Plains  Bison  Education  Network  in 
Bismarck,  N.D. 

In  his  official  capacity,  he  works  on  several  bison-related  issues,  from 
starting  new  herds  on  tribal  lands  to  generating  support  for  bison 
research  to  dealing  with  the  "white  tape"  of  federal  meat  inspectors.  The 
cooperative  also  has  waged  a legal  fight  against  the  killing  of  free-range 
bison  by  Montana  agricultural  officials  who  fear  the  animals  that  leave 


the  boundaries  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  will  spread  disease  to  cattle. 

And  he  continues  to  manage  the  herd  at  Winnebago,  which  now  numbers  65. 
Along  the  way,  he  has  witnessed  many  benefits  of  renewing  the  historical 
relationship  between  bison  and  Indian  people. 

For  example,  LaRose  said,  the  leaner  bison  meat,  when  combined  with 
improved  diet  and  exercise,  is  helping  tribal  members  fight  diabetes  and 
heart  disease.  On  the  reservation,  the  meat  is  prescribed  like  a 
pharmaceutical  for  people  with  health  problems. 

It  has  also  reinforced  the  importance  of  environmental  land  practices  to 
provide  the  bison  with  native  grasses.  Having  the  herd  near  Winnebago  has 
been  spiritually  uplifting  for  the  elders  and  it  has  helped  connect 
youngsters  with  their  collective  past. 

"The  buffalo  are  coming  back,"  he  said.  "And  they're  making  us  look  back 
to  the  history.  They're  making  us  look  back  to  the  heart  and  soul  of  who 
we  are.  And  it's  showing  us  that  many  of  the  ways  of  the  past  are  best  for 
us."  The  Winnebago  bison  herd  also  helped  some  of  the  tribe's  most 
desperate  youth.  As  part  of  a youth-employment  program,  LaRose  was  given 
several  undisciplined  young  men  to  help  work  the  herd  during  the  summer. 

He  recalled  initial  struggles  of  trying  to  work  with  the  youngsters.  He 
almost  gave  up,  but  decided  to  try  an  impassioned  ultimatum:  Follow  my 
rules,  learn  to  work  like  a man  and  I will  give  you  my  respect.  If  not, 
leave . 

To  his  surprise,  all  of  the  youngsters  accepted  his  challenge. 

"They  wanted  to  prove  to  me,"  he  said.  "They  wanted  to  be  men.  They 
ended  up  proving  to  themselves." 
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Delaware  Child  Development  Office  Opens 
c.  Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 
4/13/99 

The  Delaware  Tribe  Child  Development  (DTCD)  office  has  recently  opened 
the  No  Weta  Child  Care  Center  at  1 Industrial  Park  Road  in  Nowata,  OK.  The 
hours  of  operation  are  6 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  for  children  newborn  to  age  12. 

The  center  officially  began  its  operation  on  Monday,  March  15  when  it 
opened  its  doors  to  school  age  children  who  were  on  spring  break.  Infant 
and  Preschool  age  children  were  admitted  on  Monday,  March  29. 

"We  are  still  in  the  process  of  hiring  more  staff,"  said  DTCD  Director 
Sherry  Rackliff.  "The  skills  and  qualification  standards  required  to 
operate  this  type  of  facility  is  high.  Finding  skilled  qualified 
applicants  should  apply.  DTCD  is  a federally  funded  program  through  the 
Child  Care  & Development  Fund  (CCDF).  It  is  funded  under  the  management  of 
the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians.  The  service  area  for  DTCD  is  Washington, 
Nowata,  Rogers,  Northern  Tulsa  and  Craig  counties  in  Oklahoma  and 
Montgomery  and  Labette  Counties  in  Kansas.  The  determination  for  service 
or  assistance  is  based  on  the  order  of  need.  It  is  Delaware  tribal  member 
preference  first,  then  Native  American,  followed  by  those  whose  families 
receive  state  assistance,  have  special  needs  and  then  all  others  requiring 
child  care  services.  DTCD  offers  a variety  of  services  to  children.  These 
include:  Child  care  tuition  assistance  for  low  income  Native  American 
children,  quality  early  childhood  programs,  quality  programs,  parent 
education  resources,  teacher/  community  training,  collaboration  with  other 
community  agencies  and  a family  child  care  home  provider  network. 

The  Delaware  Tribe  has  received  two  contracts  from  the  state  of  Oklahoma 
to  provide  a type  of  mentoring  service  to  recruit  and  train  family  day 
care  home  providers.  15  homes  per  contract  will  be  maintained  and  monthly 
In  home  visits  and  weekly  calls  or  letters  will  be  required.  During  the  in 


home  visits,  the  Child  Care  Specialist  will  provide  activities  that 
correlate  with  the  age  of  the  children  the  home. 

Future  DTCD  facilities  will  include  a center  at  the  planned  Tribal 
Complex  in  Bartlesville,  OK,  and  a site  in  Chelsea,  OK.  A series  of 
special  programs  will  be  offered  this  summer  in  the  Oklahoma/Kansas 
service  areas  such  Oklahoma  Union  School  Age  Care  (SAC)  and  Caney  Valley 
SAC.  For  information  about  the  Delaware  Tribe  Child  Development  Programs, 
call  (918)  336-7657.  For  information  about  No-Weta  Child  Care  Center,  call 
(918)  273  2602. 
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Byrd  plans  defense  for  court  hearing 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/14/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd  will  defend  his  retention  of  two 
"suspended"  district  judges  on  the  grounds  that  they  were  denied  due 
process  of  law  by  the  tribe's  supreme  court. 

A Cherokee  Nation  representative  confirmed  Tuesday  that  Byrd  will  attend 
a 3 p.m.  Friday  hearing  before  the  tribe's  supreme  court  to  answer  charges 
that  he  paid  the  jurists  despite  the  court's  contention  that  they  had  been 
placed  under  suspension. 

The  court  suspended  the  two  judges  after  they  refused  to  conduct  legal 
proceedings  at  the  downtown  courthouse,  where  the  high  court,  officially 
called  the  Dudicial  Affairs  Tribunal,  is  based. 

The  judges  established  a district  court  at  the  Cherokee  Nation's  tribal 
headquarters . 

The  representative  of  the  tribe's  law  and  judicial  department  said  the 
judges,  DeWayne  Littlejohn  and  Tina  Iordan,  were  denied  due  process 
hearings  under  the  federal  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 

The  representative  also  said  that  removal  and  suspension  of  judges  is 
vested  in  the  tribal  council  and  not  in  the  supreme  court. 

Byrd  and  his  general  counsel,  Rex  Earl  Starr,  were  ordered  by  Chief 
Dustice  Philip  Viles  Ur.  to  make  court  appearances  Friday. 
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Cherokees  set  hearing  to  end  council  boycott 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/23/99 

TAFILEQUAFI  --  A hearing  on  a petition  to  force  six  boycotting  members  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  council  to  attend  meetings  will  be  heard  Friday  by  a 
tribal  district  judge. 

The  boycotts  have  left  the  15-member  council  without  a quorum  of  10 
several  times  during  the  past  year. 

The  petition  was  filed  by  Ed  Crittenden,  who  said  the  councilors  are 
being  paid  $1,400  a month  while  they  refuse  to  attend  meetings. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  for  two  years  over  allegations  of  misuse 
of  funds  against  the  administration  of  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  who  has  denied  the 


allegations  and  blamed  politics  for  them. 

The  councilors  said  they  have  boycotted  meetings  to  stop  the  Byrd 
majority  on  the  council  from  implementing  laws  that  the  boycotting  members 
consider  to  be  against  federal  guidelines  and  the  tribe's  constitution. 


Ruling  on  tribal  meeting  attendance  petition  delayed 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/24/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  A Cherokee  Nation  district  judge  on  Friday  delayed  a 
hearing  on  tribal  council  attendance  until  May  28. 

Ed  Crittenden  has  filed  a petition  seeking  to  force  six  boycotting 
council  members  to  attend  meetings. 

The  councilors  said  the  petition  should  have  been  filed  in  the  tribe's 
supreme  court. 

— "RE:  UN  Asks  About  Dudley  George"  
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UN  committee  wants  to  know  about  Dudley  George  inquiry 

UNITED  NATIONS  (CP)  - The  1995  killing  of  Ontario  native  protester 
Dudley  George  came  up  Friday  when  a United  Nations  committee  asked  Canada 
how  it's  living  up  to  the  terms  of  an  international  covenant  on  political 
and  civil  rights.  The  UN  Fluman  Rights  Committee  asked  the  Canadian 
government  whether  an  inquiry  has  been  held  "into  the  circumstances, 
including  the  role  and  responsibility  of  public  officials,  of  an  incident 
in  which  a police  officer  shot  dead  Mr.  Dudley  George  ..."  While  the  UN 
committee  is  supposed  to  query  all  signatory  countries  on  how  well  they  are 
observing  the  covenant,  the  question  about  George  gave  a boost  to  Canadian 
petitioners  seeking  a public  inquiry  into  his  death. 

During  a clash  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  Sept.  6,  1995,  an 
Ontario  provincial  police  officer  shot  and  killed  George  during  a protest. 

It  was  believed  to  be  the  first  killing  of  an  indigenous  person  this 
century  in  Canada  in  a land-claims  dispute.  George  was  30  or  so  native  men, 
women  and  children  who  protested  the  destruction  of  burial  grounds  in  the 
park  on  Lake  Huron. 

The  case  was  brought  before  the  UN  committee  after  3 years  of 
fruitless  legal  battles  by  the  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the 
Death  of  Dudley  George,  a non-governmental  organization  headed  by  Ann  Pohl 
of  Toronto.  Pohl  said  in  an  interview  Friday  the  UN  committee  was  "very 
enthusiastic"  in  bringing  the  case  to  the  attention  of  the  Canadian 
government . 

The  query  about  George  was  one  of  more  than  two  dozen  written 
questions  the  18-member  committee  had  for  the  Canadian  government 
delegation,  headed  by  Rob  Watts,  assistant  deputy  minister  on  Indian 
affairs.  Some  of  the  questions  were  read  out  one  after  another  without 
waiting  for  an  immediate  reply  from  the  delegation  while  a few  were 
answered  promptly  at  the  closed  session,  witnesses  said. 

"When  they  (the  Canadian  delegation)  go  home,  they  will  receive 
concluding  observations  from  the  committee  in  a couple  of  weeks,"  said 
Pohl,  who  attended  as  a petitioner.  "It  had  happened  before  that  Canada  had 

been  taken  to  task  by  the  UN  on  aboriginal  issues  and  had  decided  to  act  on 

it.  I believe  they  will  in  this  issue."  Pohl  said  her  group  provided 

information  to  the  UN  committee  and  the  reception  has  been  "extremely 

heartening."  The  coalition  alleged  in  a brief  filed  to  the  UN  committee 
that  Canada  violated  several  provisions  in  the  covenant,  including  the 
right  to  life  and  treatment  of  protesters. 

The  committee's  other  questions  cover  a wide  range  of  topics  - from 


native  rights  to  gender  equality,  from  the  right  to  privacy  to  the 
treatment  of  detainees.  It  sought  information  on  the  outcome  of  an 
investigation  into  the  Canadian  military's  "use  of  lethal  force"  while  on  a 
UN  mission  in  Somalia  in  1993.  And  it  asked  what  measures  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  child  prostitution  in  Canada. 

The  Canadian  Press,  1999 

End  forwarded  message 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  In  Ontario,  both  opposition  Liberal  and  NDP  parties 
support  an  inquiry  into  Dudley  George's  murder  at  Stoney  Point  (aka 
Ipperwash)  in  1995,  an  inquiry  thus  far  refused  by  both  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  By  contrast  in  BC,  there  is  a coordinated  and  well 
orchestrated  coverup  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  which  occurred 
simultaneously  to  that  of  the  Stoney  Pointers.  Both  groups  pledged  mutual 
solidarity  at  the  time  and  this  solidarity  continues  between  those  who 
actually  made  the  stands,  including  members  of  the  George  family.  The 
deputy  secretary  general  of  the  UN,  Louise  Frechette,  was  Canada's  deputy 
minister  of  Defence  at  the  time  of  the  Gustafsen  siege,  and  facilitated 
Canadian  Forces  involvement  in  that  operation  along  with  former  Ambassador 
to  the  United  States,  General  lean  De  Chastelaine,  who  wrote  the  "Standing 
Orders"  for  "Op  Wallaby"  and  CF  involvement.] 

More  more  information  on  the  Stoney  Point  and  Gustafsen  Standoffs: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/arch01. html 
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RIGHTS:  INDIGENOUS  CANADIANS  10IN  FORCES  WITH  NATIVE  AMERICANS 

By  Mark  Bourrie 

04/13/99 

Inter  Press  Service 
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OTTAWA,  Apr.  13  (IPS)  --  Indigenous  leaders  in  Canada  have  forged  a 
political  link  with  their  counterparts  in  the  United  States  in  the  wake  of 
a U.N.  report  that  listed  Canada's  treatment  of  aborigines  as  the  country's 
most  pressing  human  rights  issue. 

Yesterday,  Phil  Fontaine,  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  which 
represents  more  than  300  Native  communities  in  Canada,  announced  a formal 
partnership  with  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI),  based  in 
the  United  States. 

Fontaine  said  the  two  organizations  would  press  for  full  self-  government 
and  sovereignty  for  all  native  North  Americans. 

He  said  the  group  also  would  seek  partnerships  with  aboriginal  groups  in 
Mexico. 

The  Geneva-based  U.N.  Human  Rights  Committee  said  in  a report  last  week 
that  the  Canadian  government  had  failed  to  implement  recommendations  of  the 
1996  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  --  proof  that  Ottawa  was  not 
complying  with  the  international  covenant  on  civil  and  political  rights. 

The  Royal  Commission,  made  up  of  eminent  native  leaders,  lawyers,  and 
academics,  recommended  full  self-government,  control  over  resources,  and  a 
separate  traditional  legal  system.  It  also  recommended  major  improvements 
to  native  health  care. 

The  United  Nations  also  called  on  both  the  Canadian  federal  government 
and  the  administration  of  the  province  of  Ontario  to  establish  an  inquiry 
into  the  1995  police  shooting  of  Dudley  George,  an  Ojibwe  man  who  died 


while  protesting  the  seizure  of  native  land  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Huron. 

George's  death  has  been  the  focus  of  Native  protests  in  Canada,  despite 
the  conviction  of  a police  officer  for  manslaughter. 

Indigenous  leaders  claimed  the  police  attack  on  the  protesters  was 
orchestrated  by  senior  politicians  and  government  officials  and  they  hailed 
the  U.N.  report  as  an  important  blow  for  Native  rights. 

"This  is  above  our  expectations.  It's  a great  day  for  the  rights  of  all 
aboriginal  people,"  said  Armand  McKenzie,  a lawyer  for  the  Innu  Council  of 
Nitassian,  which  represents  7,500  people  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  one  of 
the  most  isolated  and  inaccessible  places  on  Earth. 

There  are  no  roads  or  railways  into  the  Innu  territory,  and  coastal  ship 
traffic  is  limited  to  about  four  months  a year. 

The  Innu  have  fought  for  years  against  low-level  training  flights  by 
NATO  fighter  pilots. 

"We  will  no  longer  be  beggars  in  our  own  homeland.  We  have  the  right  to 
benefit.  This  is  important  because  it  said  the  government  has  to  revoke  its 
practice  regarding  the  extinguishment  of  aboriginal  rights,"  he  said. 

Other  native  leaders  said  the  U.N.  report  could  spur  the  Canadian 
government  into  implementing  reforms. 

"This  is  a very  stern  rebuke,  it's  a drubbing,"  said  Andy  Orkin,  legal 
advisor  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Crees,  which  is  locked  in  a battle  to  keep 
power  companies  from  damming  the  rivers  in  its  territory. 

The  12,000  members  of  the  Cree  first  nation  have  one  of  the  country's 
highest  levels  of  alcoholism  and  suicide. 

"This  is  a pretty  important  development,  and  a pretty  sad  one.  Canada 
plays  international  human  rights  boy  scout,  but  to  get  a ruling  like  this 
in  our  own  back  yard  demonstrates  considerable  hypocrisy,"  he  said. 

Fontaine,  whose  group  has  been  losing  clout  with  the  Canadian  government 
during  the  current  Liberal  administration,  declared  that  Canadian 
indigenous  communities  could  get  the  attention  of  the  world  by  allying 
itself  with  Native  Americans. 

"What  we're  doing  is  in  our  recognition  that  there  is  strength  in  numbers, 
there  is  strength  in  organizing  ourselves  better,  there  is  strength  in 
elevating  our  issues  so  there  is  international  attention  given  to  these 
issues,"  he  said. 

"Reports  such  as  the  one  out  of  Geneva  reinforce  what  we  have  been  saying 
about  our  situation  in  Canada,  which  is  no  different  from  the  position  in 
the  United  States.  It's  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  to  go  where  we  need 
to  go. 

"I  think  one  thing  that  has  worked  against  us  is  that  we've  restricted 
and  confined  ourselves  domestically  when  it's  clear  that  international 
attention  is  what  drives  efforts  internationally.  It's  just  time  to  do 
this . " 

Fontaine  said  that  " bringing  our  considerable  resources  together  will 
make  things  better  for  us." 

NCAI  president  Ron  Allen  said  a partnership  between  the  two  groups  would 
also  help  indigenous  people  get  more  attention  from  the  United  Nations. 

"Beyond  those  in  North  America,  we  have  indigenous  brothers  and  sisters 
around  the  world.  They  are  fighting  for  sovereignty,  for  protection  of 
their  land  bases  and  their  cultural  ways  of  life.  As  we  join  forces,  that 
message  becomes  a common  message  that  is  heard  both  in  the  capitals  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  but  also  in  international  forums  such  as  the 
United  Nations,"  he  said. 

A Canadian  government  spokesman  said  some  of  the  U.N.'s  criticisms  were 
being  dealt  with  through  new  self-government  initiatives. 

"RE : U.N.  Committee  Criticizes  Canada"  

Date:  Monday,  April,  12  1999 

From:  Native  Americas  Journal  <native_americas@cornell . edu> 

Sub j : U.N.  Committee  Criticizes  Canada 
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The  following  article  is  provided  by  Native  Americas,  published  by  the 

Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay 


informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the 
hemisphere  visit  our  website.  URL:  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
U.N.  COMMITTEE  CRITICIZES  CANADA 
By  Paul  Barnsley  / Windspeaker 

An  international  panel  of  judges  and  human  rights  experts  told  Canada 
it  needs  to  get  serious  about  protecting  the  human  rights  of  Indigenous 
people  within  its  borders.  The  United  Nations  Committee  on  Economic, 
Social  and  Cultural  Rights  concluded  its  autumn  session  on  Dec.  4,  by 
issuing  conclusions  after  listening  to  reports  from  five  nations, 
including  Canada.  The  committee  released  its  findings  after  listening 
to  weeks  of  reports  from  nations  that  are  parties  to  the  International 
Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights,  which  has  137 
signatory  nations. 

Every  five  years,  states  that  have  ratified  the  treaty  must  report 
to  the  committee  and  answer  questions.  During  this  session,  Canada 
was  criticized  by  the  committee  for  not  following  the  committee's 
1993  recommendations.  That  was  the  last  time  Canada  appeared 
before  the  committee,  "when  it  adopted  policies  at  federal,  provincial 
and  territorial  levels  which  exacerbated  poverty  and  homelessness 
among  vulnerable  groups  at  a time  of  strong  economic  growth  and 
increasing  affluence."  The  committee  approves  of  several  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  rulings  dealing  with  equality  provisions  of  the  Charter 
of  Rights  and  Freedoms  and  praised  Canada  for  appointing  a Royal 
Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

But  it  slammed  Canada  for  not  taking  steps  to  make  the  terms  of 
the  international  treaty  binding  within  its  boundaries,  citing  the  lack 
of  legal  recourse  under  Canadian  law  for  those  who  might  claim  that 
the  covenant  has  been  violated.  The  committee  also  chided  Canada 
for  failing  to  make  legislative  or  constitutional  changes  that  would 
allow  the  federal  government  to  pressure  provinces  that  violated  the 
terms  of  the  covenant,  noting  that  under  the  present  arrangement 
provinces  could  not  be  forced  to  comply.  The  committee  acknowledged 
the  gross  disparity  between  Aboriginal  people  and  most  Canadians  and 
urged  Canada  to  implement  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

The  committee  report  frowned  on  Canada's  policy  of  extinguishment 
of  Aboriginal  rights,  and  raised  questions  about  the  federal  policy  of 
devolving  programs  to  provincial  governments,  asking  what  the  federal 
government  could  or  would  do  if  provincial  governments  violated  the  terms 
of  the  covenant.  The  committee  also  inquired  about  the  self-determination 
ambitions  of  Canada's  Aboriginal  peoples  and  what  rights  the  Aboriginal 
peoples  of  Quebec  would  have  if  Quebec  separated.  Federal  officials 
assured  the  members  that  Canada  has  reversed  the  trend  towards  social 
spending  cuts  and  pointed  to  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart's 
Agenda  for  Action  with  First  Nations  as  proof  that  Canada  was  addressing 
the  problems. 

The  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  was  the  only  Native  group  that  attended 
the  committee  meetings.  Grand  Chief  Matthew  Coon-Come  summed  up 
his  impressions  of  Canada's  answers  to  the  committee  during  a speech 
at  Carleton  University  in  Ottawa  on  Dec.  10,  calling  the  committee  report 
"one  of  the  most  significant  developments  in  recent  years  concerning  the 
human  rights  of  Aboriginal  peoples  in  Canada."  Coon-Come  launched  his 
own  stinging  indictment  of  Canada's  reaction  to  the  report.  "The  reaction 
of  the  government  was  swift  and  predictable,"  he  said.  "Ministers  Herb 
Gray  and  Lloyd  Axworthy  stated  that  the  U.N.  committee  had  relied  on 
'outdated'  data,  thus  implying  that  things  are  now  fine." 

The  Grand  Chief  argued  that  things  are  not  fine.  He  stated  that  an 
analysis  of  spending  on  First  Nations  programs  showed  that  per  capita 
spending  for  Native  people  has  dropped  by  three  percent  since  1993, 
while  per  capita  spending  for  non-Aboriginal  Canadians  has  risen  over 
the  same  period  by  24  percent.  "We  are  growing  tired  of  the  propaganda 
that  is  being  used  to  continue  to  oppress  and  dispossess  us,"  he  said. 

"By  short-changing  Aboriginal  peoples  in  the  way  federal  governments 
do  as  compared  to  per  capita  spending  on  non-Aboriginal  Canadians, 
the  federal  government  is  actually  enriching  the  federal  treasury  at  our 


expense. 
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U.S.  Supreme  Court  refuses  to  hear  Menominee  Indians'  hunting,  fishing  bid 
Pat  Doyle  Star  Tribune 
April  20,  1999 

In  a case  that  demonstrates  crucial  differences  between  American  Indian 
treaties,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on  Monday  refused  to  hear  a bid  by  the 
Menominee  Indians  to  fish  and  hunt  outside  their  Wisconsin  reservation 
without  state  regulation. 

The  court  without  comment  let  stand  a federal  appeals  court  ruling  that 
rejected  the  Menominee  treaty  claim  and  drew  a sharp  contrast  between  it 
and  the  successful  claims  of  Chippewa  tribes  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

In  the  Chippewa  cases,  the  Supreme  Court  let  stand  lower  court  rulings 
that  said  the  tribes  retained  broad  fishing  and  hunting  privileges  under 
a treaty  signed  in  1837.  Trials  were  held  that  resolved  unclear  language 
of  that  treaty  in  favor  of  the  tribes,  including  the  Mille  Lacs  band. 

But  the  treaties  signed  by  the  Menominee  in  1831,  '36,  '48  and  '54 
contained  language  that  clearly  ended  fishing  and  hunting  privileges 
outside  their  reservation,  according  to  the  Seventh  U.S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals.  That  court  said  the  Menominee  claim  should  be  dismissed 
without  a trial,  and  the  Supreme  Court  decision  Monday  effectively 
upheld  it. 

Menominee  Vice  Chairman  Wendell  Askenette  said  the  tribe  was  "very 
disappointed  and  even  dismayed"  by  the  high  court's  decision.  "We  felt 
we  were  going  to  be  given  the  opportunity  to  present  our  argument." 

Wisconsin  Attorney  General  Dames  Doyle  called  it  "an  extremely  important 
ruling"  for  the  state.  "In  fact,  it's  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  country."  Federal  courts  "said  they  were  not  going  to  rewrite 
treaties,  they  were  going  to  follow  the  plain  language  of  the  treaties 
as  written." 

The  1831  treaty  signed  by  the  Menominee  gave  them  fishing  and  hunting 
privileges  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fox  River  and  Green  Bay  "until  it  be 
surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  President." 

The  appellate  court  noted:  "The  Wisconsin  land  east  of  the  Fox  was 
shortly  thereafter  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  to  white  settlers." 

The  1831  treaty  also  gave  the  Menominee  hunting  privileges  west  of  the 
Fox  River  "until  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  deem  it 
expedient  to  extinguish  their  title." 

The  Menominee  argued  that  the  language  was  similar  to  a provision  in  the 
Chippewa  treaty.  But  the  appellate  court  said  the  Menominee  lost  their 
hunting  privileges  to  lands  west  of  the  Fox  when  it  ceded  the  land  in 
the  treaties  of  1836  and  1848. 

In  contrast,  federal  courts  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  ruled  that  the 
fishing  and  hunting  privileges  of  the  Chippewa  were  not  abrogated  by 
subsequent  treaties  and  proclamations. 

The  Menominee  gave  up  land  in  a deal  that  initially  called  for  them  to 
move  to  an  unspecified  location  in  Minnesota.  They  didn't  want  to  go, 
and  the  federal  government  later  relented  and  gave  them  a reservation  in 
Wisconsin  instead. 

--  The  Associated  Press  contributed  to  this  report. 

Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Kickapoos  say  Brown  County  officials  intruding  in  tribal  affairs 
By  MICHAEL  HOOPER 
The  Capital-Journal 

HORTON  --  Some  unwanted  guests  have  been  coming  through  the  doors  of  the 
Golden  Eagle  casino,  and  they  aren't  there  to  gamble. 

Instead,  Brown  County  officials  are  stepping  onto  the  reservation  of  the 
Kickapoo  Tribe  to  serve  court  documents  aimed  at  repossessing  vehicles  and 
garnishing  the  wages  of  some  of  the  tribal  members  employed  at  the  casino. 

The  northeast  Kansas  tribe  says  the  county  is  illegally  intruding,  and  on 
Tuesday  it  filed  suit  in  federal  court  in  Topeka  to  stop  the  forays  onto 
reservation  land.  Named  as  defendants  were  Sheriff  Lamar  Shoemaker,  County 
Clerk  Lela  Smith  and  Brown  County  District  Court. 

Tribal  officials  say  the  county  isn't  following  proper  procedure  when  it 
delivers  civil  court  orders  for  back  child  support,  unpaid  debts,  the 
repossession  of  vehicles  and  the  like.  "If  they're  not  going  to  follow 
proper  protocol,  then  we're  not  going  to  honor  them,"  Fred  Thomas,  tribal 
chairman,  said  in  an  interview  Wednesday. 

Thomas  said  anyone  who  needs  to  collect  a debt  from  someone  on  the 
reservation  should  file  a claim  in  Kickapoo  Tribal  District  Court,  not  in 
Brown  County  District  Court. 

County  Attorney  Kevin  Hill  declined  to  comment  on  the  suit,  saying  he 
hadn't  seen  it. 

Shoemaker  also  declined  to  discuss  the  suit.  However,  he  did  say  state 
law  requires  the  sheriff  to  deliver  court  orders  for  garnishments.  "We've 
been  following  state  law,"  Shoemaker  said.  "We  serve  them  as  we  get  them." 

Thomas  said  the  tribe  is  asserting  its  right  to  self-government  as  allowed 
by  federal  and  state  law.  According  to  the  Kickapoo  suit,  an  1854  treaty 
gave  the  reservation  land  to  the  tribe  as  a "permanent  homeland  over  which 
the  tribe  could  exercise  its  powers  of  self-government."  The  tribe  has  its 
own  tribal  court  system  and  police  department. 

In  1861,  the  suit  says.  Congress  passed  the  Kansas  Enabling  Act,  which 
authorized  Kansas  to  become  a state.  The  act  "expressly  excluded  the 
Kickapoo  reservation  from  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  of  Kansas,"  the  suit  says. 

Also  in  1861,  Kansans  adopted  the  state  constitution,  which  "excluded  the 
Kickapoo  reservation  from  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  of  Kansas  consistent  with  the  state's  Enabling  Act,"  the  suit  says. 

"We're  not  an  entity  of  the  state,"  Thomas  said.  "Our  treaty  is  with  the 
U.S .government . " 

Thomas  said  the  tribe  has  been  a leader  among  Indian  nations  in  its 
efforts  to  reach  self-determination  and  self-government.  The  tribe  was  the 
first  to  start  a casino  in  Kansas  when  the  Golden  Eagle  opened  on  May  18, 
1996,  on  the  142nd  anniversary  of  the  1854  treaty  signing  that  fixed  the 
boundaries  of  the  Kickapoo  reservation. 

The  casino,  located  six  miles  west  of  Horton  off  K-20  highway,  has  more 
than  400  employees. 

Copyright  1999  The  Topeka  Capital- Journal 
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O'ODHAM  IN  SONORA  TAKE  OVER  INI  OFFICE 

Mayo  and  Guarijio  Traditional  Indigenous  Governments  Expand  Takeover 
by  Blake  Gentry* 

Native  peoples  in  the  Mexican  state  of  Sonora  have  initiated  a peaceful 
campaign  in  order  to  voice  grievances  against  the  Instituto  Nacional 
Indiginista  (National  Indigenous  Institute,  INE),  a branch  of  the 
Mexican  federal  government  roughly  equivalent  to  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs. 

On  April  5 some  50  members  of  the  Mexican  O'Odham  peoples  peacefully 
took  over  the  INI  office  in  Caborca,  Sonora.  They  demanded  a meeting 
with  a representative  from  INI  headquarters  in  Mexico  City,  and  the 
government  responded  by  sending  two  representatives  to  negotiate  on 
Sunday,  April  11. 

The  talks  continued  until  2:00  a.m.  on  Monday,  April  12,  at  which 
point  the  participants  signed  the  minutes  taken  during  the  meeting,  which 
detail  the  O'Odham  demands  (see  below)  and  note  the  government's 
presence  at  the  meeting. 

The  demands  were  contained  in  a document  that  the  federal 
representatives  were  to  give  to  the  government  agencies  responsible 
for  agrarian  reform  and  to  Sonoran  municipality  presidents,  who  in  turn 
were  to  distribute  the  O'Odham  demands  to  all  municipal  sub-offices. 

A call  for  a forum  to  be  sponsored  by  INI  to  discuss  the  political, 
economic  and  social  rights  of  the  O'Odham  in  the  future  was  also 
included.  The  petition  in  the  minutes  stated  that  signatures  from  the 
other  government  agencies  would  need  to  be  completed  by  Wednesday 
the  14th  "or  other  actions  will  be  taken." 

There  are  nine  O'Odham  villages  in  Sonora  represented  by  elected 
traditional  leaders.  The  O'Odham  in  Mexico  have  lost  much  of  their 
ancestral  homeland  to  mestizo  cattle  ranchers  and  farmers;  today  the 
tribe  is  left  with  less  than  1,800  acres,  which  is  not  enough  to 
support  the  subsistence  farming  pursued  by  the  O'Odham  for 
generations . 

As  a result,  many  O'Odham  have  scattered,  becoming  migrant  workers  or 
following  the  pull  of  cities  like  Hermosillo  and  Caborca.  The  O'Odham, 
like  many  indigenous  groups  elsewhere  in  Mexico,  have  for  years 
struggled  to  assert  themselves  within  the  vertical  and  exclusionary 
power  structured  by  Mexico's  ruling  PRI  party. 

SIMULTANEOUS  TAKEOVERS  BY  OTHER  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  ELSEWHERE  IN  SONORA 

On  Tuesday  at  10:00  a.m.,  a large  group  of  Mayos,  together  with  a 
smaller  group  of  Yaquis,  took  over  the  INI  office  in  Etchojoa,  Sonora. 
Simultaneously,  a group  of  Guarijios  took  over  an  office  in  San 
Bernardo,  Sonora.  Demands  made  by  these  Sonoran  groups  are  similar 
to  those  made  by  the  O'Odham  in  Caborca. 

O'Odham  sources  report  that  the  central  demands  of  all  the  involved 
tribes,  represented  by  their  traditional  leaders,  include:  recognition 
by  the  federal  executive  branch  (INI)  and  state  level  officials  of 
democratically  elected  traditional  native  governments,  recognition  of 
elected  indigenous  representatives  to  the  county  (municipalidad) 
delegation  to  the  state  legislature,  the  protection  of  traditional 
lands  and  executive  branch  involvement  in  solving  ongoing  land 
disputes,  and  fiscal  support  for  the  Consejo  Tradicional  de  los  Pueblos 
Indios  de  Sonora,  the  independent  Traditional  Council  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  of  Sonora.  Other  specific  grievances  particular  to  each  tribal 
nation  were  listed  (see  the  O'Odham's  demands  below). 

The  Mayo  delegation  for  the  Etchojoa  INI  office  takeover  and  the 


Guarijo  delegation  for  the  San  Bernando  INI  office  takeover  over  have 
since  moved  to  Hermosillo,  where  the  main  Sonora  INI  office  is.  Early 
April  16  a delegation  of  O'Odham  departed  to  join  them  there. 

Negotiations  with  representatives  of  the  executive  branch  and  the 
governor's  office  (Sonora)  were  scheduled  for  late  afternoon  on  Friday, 
April  16.  Part  of  the  O'Odham  remain  in  Caborca  to  ensure  the 
negotiations  take  place  in  Hermosillo. 

LIST  OF  DEMANDS  OF  THE  O'ODHAM  PEOPLE  Unofficial  Translation: 

Pliego  Petitorio  del  Pueblo  O'Odham 
Political  Proposals: 

* Recognition  of  and  respect  for  our  Traditional  O'Odham  Authorities 

* Respect  for  the  Patrimony  of  the  land  and  Sacred  Sites 

* Constitutional  Recognition  of  Bi-nationality 

* Economic  assistance  to  resolve  the  legal  problem  of  land  in  the 
community  of  San  Francisquito,  Quito  Vac,  and  other  communities 

* Authorization  of  the  current  budget  of  the  Traditional  Council  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  of  Sonora  (request  attached) 

* Formation  of  a COPLADES  sub-committee  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples 
of  Sonora 

* Recognition  of  the  Proposal  of  the  Regidores  [councilmen]  of  the 
O'Odham  Communities  in  [the  Municipalidades  of]  Plutarco  Elais  Calles, 
Saric,  and  Altar 

Economic  Proposals: 

* For  Profit  Enterprises  and  Projects:  Agricultural,  cattle,  tortilla 
factory,  food  stores,  restaurants,  hostels,  dredging  of  cattle  ponds,  etc. 

Social  Proposals: 

* Assistance  Programs  in  housing,  health,  education  (bilingual  & 
bicultural  education,  O'Odham  language  text  books),  neighborhood 
streets,  potable  water,  dry  goods  store,  electricity,  rural  telephone, 
legal  aid  program  to  resolve  persons  legal  status  (birth  certificates), 
land  in  Sonoyta,  Puerto  Penasco,  and  Caborca  to  form  O'Odham 
Communities . 

Cultural  Proposals: 

* Aid  for  Vikita  Ceremony,  with  O'Odham  materials  for  the  ceremony 

* Cancellation  of  permits  to  individuals  for  alcohol  sales  during 
traditional  community  festivities  of  San  Francisquito  and  El  Carrizalito 

Legal  Proposals: 

* Resolve  the  legal  petitions  against  Rodolfo  Parra  Yon,  filed  on  the 
8th  of  August,  1991,  Petition  # 114-91  submitted  to  the  Public  Ministry 
of  Caborca,  file  # 488-93 

* Response  to  the  cattle  problem  of  San  Francisquito  such  as:  Lack  of 
Attention,  Theft  of  Cattle,  Clarification  of  the  duties  of  the  Public 
Cattle  Agent 

* Technical  Legal  Assistance  to  resolve  the  problem  of  paying  tax  on 
lands  in  San  Francisquito  and  its  annexed  land,  El  Carrizalito. 


CONTACTS  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Blake  Gentry,  for  the  O'Odham  in  Mexico 
Voice:  (520)  623-9165  (day) 

(520)  884-5202  (night) 

lose  Garcia,  Governor  of  the  O'Odham  in  Mexico 
(011)  52-637-21-109  (Spanish  calls  only) 


*NOTE:  This  article  was  authored  by  Blake  Gentry  on  behalf  of  the 
O'Odham  in  Mexico  with  some  assistance  by  the  editorial  staff  of  the 
IRC's  U.S. -Mexico  Borderlands  Program. 

ABOUT  US: 

The  Interhemispheric  Resource  Center  (IRC)  is  a non-profit  policy 
research  institute  dedicated  to  providing  information  and  progressive 
analysis  to  citizens,  activists  and  policymakers  regarding  U.S.  Foreign 


policy,  environmental  and  economic  justice,  and  sustainable 
development . 

The  IRC's  U.S. -Mexico  Border  Project  seeks  to  provide  information  and 
analysis  regarding  the  way  these  issues  play  out  in  the  U.S.-  Mexico 
borderlands,  borderlines  and  INCITRA  (Information  for  Citizen 
Transboundary  Action)  are  the  two  major  components  of  the  Border 
Project,  borderlines  is  our  primary  publication,  consisting  of  a 
monthly  print  edition  focusing  on  one  specific  border  topic,  and 
occasional  electronic  updates. 

INCITRA' s mission  is  to  function  as  a clearinghouse  of  information  and 
resources  related  to  sustainable  development  issues  in  the  U.S. -Mexico 
border  region  and  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  border  citizens  with 
appropriate  and  useful  information  related  to  the  struggle  for 
environmental,  social,  and  economic  justice  on  the  border.  Funding  for 
the  IRC's  Borderlands  Project  is  provided  by  The  Ford  Foundation,  the 
Charles  Stewart  Mott  Foundation,  and  the  Kellogg  Foundation. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 

IRC  Borderlands  Project  P.0.  Box  2178  Silver  City,  NM  88062  Voice: 
(505)  388-0208  Fax:  (505)  388-0619  Email:  ircl@zianet.com 
borderlines  online:  http://www.zianet.com/ircl/bordline 
INCITRA  online:  http://www.zianet.com/ircl/incitra 
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Death  Valley  Tribe  reclaims  homeland 

Timbisha  Shoshone  will  help  manage  Calif.  National  Park 

By  Deborah  Hastings 
c.  Associated  Press 
4/19/99 

DEATH  VALLEY  NATIONAL  PARK,  Calif.  --  When  the  strangers 
shimmered  into  view,  wearing  uniforms  and  guns,  tribal  elders 
feared  the  cavalry  had  finally  come  to  run  them  off  their  land. 

For  centuries,  only  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  pulled  life  from 
Death  Valley.  No  one  else  wanted  this  130-degree  desert. 

It  was  1933.  The  outsiders  were  U.S.  Park  rangers.  The  Timbisha 
cowered,  certain  they  were  about  to  be  spit  out  and  their  land 
swallowed  by  white  men  thirsty  for  real  estate. 

They  were  half -right.  More  than  2 million  acres  of  their 
homeland  were  seized  for  something  called  a national  park.  But 
the  tribe  wasn't  expelled,  as  others  had  been.  It  just  seemed 
that  way. 

When  the  rangers  weren't  telling  them  to  move,  the  borax  miners 
driving  20-mule  teams  were  shooing  them  to  new  sites. 

Eventually,  they  were  shunted  to  a 40-acre  sand  bowl.  Only  45 
remain  --  most  on  welfare,  a few  holding  low-level  Park  Service 
jobs  --  and  the  wind  blows  constantly  through  their  collection 
of  ramshackle  trailers. 

"It's  been  a long  history  of  harassment,"  says  tribal 
chairwoman  Pauline  Esteves,  who  was  10  in  1933  and  still 
remembers  the  rangers'  coming. 

But  now,  perhaps  times  have  finally  changed  for  the  Timbisha, 
the  last  tribe  living  in  a national  park  without  land  rights. 

In  February,  its  leaders  reached  a precedent-setting  agreement 
with  the  U.S.  Park  Service  that  grants  thousands  of  acres  to 


the  tribe,  as  well  as  considerable  say  over  how  it  is  used. 

Under  the  agreement,  the  Timbisha  would  receive  300  acres  at 
Furnace  Creek,  the  park's  main  tourist  center,  which  gets 
thousands  of  visitors  , mostly  in  the  cooler  winter  months. 

Using  private  investment  and  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
funds,  the  tribe  wants  to  build  homes,  a government  center,  a 
gift  shop,  a medical  clinic  and  a motel  with  cheaper  rates 
than  Furnace  Creek's  current  low  of  $99  per  night. 

The  tribe  also  would  get  more  than  7,000  acres  outside  the  park 
from  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  The  Timbisha  Tribal  Council 
is  considering  building  restaurants  and  motels  on  the  land, 
located  in  California  and  Nevada,  especially  along  the  lonely 
desert  stretches  of  Nevada's  north-  south  U.S.  95. 

The  Timbisha  also  would  get  a share  in  managing  a 300,000-acre 
cultural  and  land  preservation  area  bearing  their  name  inside 
the  Death  Valley  National  Park. 

But  the  tribe,  chairwoman  Esteves  said,  is  interested  in  more 
than  land  and  money. 

Some  300  Timbisha  are  scattered  across  the  country,  driven  from 
their  homeland  by  poverty. 

"We  want  all  the  Timbisha  people  to  come  forward  again  on  their 
own  land,"  Esteves  said.  "They've  had  this  feeling  that  they 
have  no  identity.  A lot  of  them  have  said  they  will  come  back 
if  this  agreement  goes  through.  We  want  tribal  members  to  build 
these  places  and  to  run  them." 

The  Timbisha  find  the  name  Death  Valley  insulting.  Forty-niners 
named  it  when  several  perished  seeking  a shortcut  to  Gold  Rush 
country. 

"Where  we  live  is  not  dead;  it  is  alive,"  said  tribal 
spokeswoman  Barbara  Durham,  who  was  born  here,  as  was  her 
mother. 

For  66  years,  Esteves  has  watched  her  tribe  dwindle  as  tourists 
tramped  across  land  she  and  other  Timbisha  believed  was  theirs. 

But  she  does  not  forget  what  her  mother  said  when  a young 
Esteves  asked,  "Aren't  we  supposed  to  go,  too?" 

"No.  We  stay.  You  don't  leave  your  homeland." 
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Los  Angeles  Times  Monday,  April  19,  1999 

A LOOK  AHEAD  / Hoping  to  avoid  a repeat  of  the  1990  Undercount  on 
Reservations,  estimated  by  government  officials  at  12%  Native  Americans 
U.S.  loin  Forces  for  2000  Census 
By  ANNETTE  KONDO,  Times  Staff  Writer 

It's  a government  line  that  Native  Americans  have  heard  before:  trust 
us . 

But  Ron  Andrade,  an  American  Indian  tribal  specialist  for  the 
U.S.  Census  Bureau,  and  Native  American  leaders  say  the  minority  has 
too  much  at  stake--including  millions  of  dollars  in  federal  funding 
and  political  clout--to  risk  an  inaccurate  tally  in  the  2000  census. 


onreservations, 
loin  Forces  for  2000 


"Come  up  to  the  1990s  and  you  have  guys  like  me  saying,  'Trust 
me,'  " Andrade  said  recently.  "They  go,  'Oh  no,  we  aren't  going  to  do 
that.  ' " 

Inaccurate  numbers  could  lead  to  "statistical  extinction"  of  her 
people,  said  Glenda  Ahhaitty,  who  serves  on  the  Los  Angeles 
City-County  Native  American  Indian  Commission  and  a Census  Bureau 
advisory  committee  on  Native  Americans. 

Census  officials  say  they  think  their  1990  count  missed  12.2%  of 
the  nation's  Native  Americans  living  on  reservations.  (They  also  think 
they  missed  4.4%  of  African  Americans,  5%  of  Latinos  and  0.7%  of 
whites . ) 

Although  Los  Angeles  County  is  home  to  the  largest  urban  Native 
American  population  in  the  United  States,  the  exact  number  is 
disputed.  The  bureau  says  there  are  45,508  Native  Americans  in  the 
county  based  on  race. 

But  a 1997  report  by  the  City-County  Native  American  Indian 
Commission  contends  the  Census  Bureau's  number  of  76,899  based  on 
ancestry  provided  a better  snapshot  of  the  community. 

Andrade  has  spent  the  last  year  working  out  of  the  Census 
Bureau's  regional  office  in  Van  Nuys,  meeting  with  tribal  governments 
on  reservations  throughout  Central  and  Southern  California. 

At  times,  he  said,  he  has  had  to  gently  coax  proud  egos  to  forgo 
the  old  ways.  Instead  of  writing  an  obscure  clan  name  on  government 
forms,  he  urges  them  to  use  one  of  the  region's  45  federally 
recognized  tribal  names. 

But  the  new  way  can  sometimes  open  old  wounds  to  a time  when 
unrelated  tribes  were  forced  to  live  together  on  reservations. 

"One  woman  told  me,  'Don't  call  me  Morongo, ' " he  said,  recalling 
a visit  to  the  Morongo  Indian  Reservation  in  Riverside  County.  Andrade 
said  the  two  reached  a compromise.  She  used  a hyphenated  name 
combining  Morongo  and  her  clan  name. 

While  many  Native  Americans  are  trying  to  recapture  their 
culture,  Andrade  said,  the  Census  Bureau  sends  the  opposite  message, 
telling  them  to  ignore  their  tribal  or  clan  names  and  use  only  those 
categories  in  the  bureau's  database. 

It  doesn't  always  work. 

"Some  of  them  say,  'Well,  just  change  your  computer  system,'  " 
Andrade  said. 

A 1994  federal  law  allowing  tribal  governments  to  review  address 
lists  and  maps  to  ensure  their  accuracy  prior  to  the  count  should 
improve  the  2000  census,  Andrade  said. 

Reservations  can  be  a hodgepodge  of  dusty,  pocked  roads, 
sometimes  without  street  signs  or  addresses.  Enumerators  often  missed 
residents  in  1990  because  they  lacked  housing  information. 

On  some  Southern  California  reservations,  the  undercount  was  as 
high  as  60%  to  70%,  Andrade  said. 

A canvasser  might  think  it  was  impossible  for  someone  to  live  on 
some  desolate,  rocky  road.  "But  they  do,"  Andrade  said.  "And  by  having 
the  tribe  work  with  us,  they  can  say,  'Yeah,  someone  lives  up  that 
road.  ' " 

Crossed  Signals  Create  Dead-Ends 

Other  reservation  information  also  needs  to  be  updated,  Andrade 
said . 

When  the  Census  Bureau  sent  a letter  this  year  to  the  Captain 
Grande  reservation  in  San  Diego  County,  it  never  received  a response. 
That's  because  no  such  tribal  government  exists,  Andrade  said.  It  was 
split  into  two  reservations,  Viejas  and  Barona,  decades  ago. 

In  Central  California,  the  Census  Bureau  still  lists  some 
reservations  as  rancherias,  a Spanish-based  term  that  may  offend 
Indians . 

But  an  accurate  count  of  urban  Native  Americans  may  be  the  most 
difficult  task.  They  often  travel  frequently  between  city  and 
reservation,  making  the  itinerant  population  easy  to  miss.  A growing 
number  intermarry  with  non-Indians  and  may  not  list  "Native  American" 


as  their  race  on  census  forms. 

In  many  cases,  full-blooded  Native  Americans  can  have  Hispanic 
surnames,  leading  enumerators  to  assume  they  are  Hispanic,  said  Rose 
Clark,  a Navajo  psychologist  with  United  American  Indian  Involvement, 
a social  service  agency  in  Los  Angeles. 

And  some  Native  Americans  of  mixed  background  may  check  the  box 
on  census  forms  asking  if  they  are  of  Hispanic  origin,  which  means 
they  would  not  be  counted  as  an  Indian,  said  Clark,  a consultant  on 
the  city-county  Indian  commission  census  study. 

More  Choices  May  Mean  Less  Power 

The  Census  Bureau  is  also  including  an  option  next  year  that  will 
allow  respondents  to  check  more  than  one  racial  category.  But  some 
minority  group  leaders  fear  it  will  dilute  individual  race  counts, 
such  as  Native  Americans. 

The  key  number  is  race,  which  is  used  for  federal  funding  and 
reapportionment , Andrade  said.  A concern  among  Native  American  leaders 
is  that  their  people  may  not  know  the  difference  between  race  and 
ancestry. 

Dave  Rambeau,  executive  director  of  United  American  Indian 
Involvement,  said  funding  at  the  agency  remained  flat  after  the  1990 
census . 

The  agency  provides  primary  dental  and  health  care,  alcohol  and 
drug  rehabilitation  and  mental  health  services  for  the  county's  Native 
Americans . 

"We're  concerned  that  if  we  don't  get  a fair  count  of  American 
Indians,  our  money  base  will  dwindle  again,"  said  Rambeau,  a Paiute 
who  is  originally  from  Bishop. 

Copyright  1999  Los  Angeles  Times.  All  Rights  Reserved 
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Tribes  Seek  Tougher  Grave  Law 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  PHILIP  BRASHER 
4/20/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Thousands  of  Indian  remains  and  sacred  artifacts  haven't 
been  returned  to  tribes  because  of  delays  by  museums  and  loopholes  in  a 
federal  grave-protection  law,  a Senate  committee  was  told  Tuesday. 

Some  14,000  human  remains  out  of  200,000  identified  nationally  have  been 
returned  to  tribes  under  the  1990  law,  authorities  say.  Many  of  the  remains 
that  haven't  been  returned  can't  be  identified  by  tribe. 

But  tribal  leaders  told  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  the  Native 
American  Grave  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  is  too  narrowly  written,  and 
the  National  Park  Service  has  too  little  money  and  staff  to  enforce  it. 

"We  will  not  rest  until  we  have  brought  each  of  our  relatives  home  and 
buried  them,"  said  Tex  Hall,  chairman  of  North  Dakota's  Three  Affiliated 
Tribes . 

The  law  covered  remains  and  artifacts  held  by  federal  agencies  and 
federally  funded  institutions  or  excavated  from  federal  land. 

Hall  worries  that  the  law  won't  protect  remains  or  artifacts  at  hundreds 
of  sites  where  his  tribal  ancestors  lived  along  the  Missouri  River  in  South 
Dakota.  The  sites  are  on  land  the  federal  government  is  turning  over  to  South 
Dakota's  state  government  under  a law  enacted  last  year. 

In  another  case,  a Maryland  college  sold  at  auction  a hair-fringed 
buckskin  shirt  that  purportedly  belonged  to  the  Sioux  leader  Crazy  Horse. 
Washington  College  of  Chestertown,  Md.,  claimed  it  wasn't  covered  by  the 


law. 

A lawyer  representing  Crazy  Horse's  descendants  told  the  committee  the 
college  sold  the  shirt  without  responding  to  his  requests  to  determine 
whether  it  was  authentic  or  if  it  was  protected  by  the  law.  The  auction 
house  did  not  identify  the  buyer. 

"The  shirt  for  all  intents  and  purposes  is  gone,  and  we  don't  know 
where,"  said  attorney  Robert  Gough,  a member  of  South  Dakota's  Rosebud 
Sioux  Tribe. 

The  descendants  filed  a federal  lawsuit  against  the  college  earlier  this 
month  and  also  have  asked  the  National  Park  Service  to  penalize  the  private 
school . 

College  officials  issued  a statement  Tuesday  that  maintained  they  "acted 
in  full  compliance"  with  the  law  and  are  cooperating  with  federal  officials 
investigating  Gough's  allegations.  The  shirt  was  cleared  for  auction  by  the 
U.S.  attorney's  office  in  New  York. 

Spokesmen  for  organizations  of  museums  and  archaeologists  told  the 
committee  the  law  is  working  as  intended,  but  they  agreed  with  the  tribal 
leaders  that  it  should  be  broadened  beyond  federal  lands. 

"Repatriations  of  human  remains  and  cultural  items,  from  both  museum 
collections  and  new  excavations,  occur  regularly, " said  Keith  Kintigh, 
president  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology.  "Most  of  these 
repatriations  result  from  mutual  agreements  between  tribes  and  museums  and 
agencies . " 


"RE : why  Leonard  Is  Still  A Prisoner"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  16:36:49  GMT 
From:  aws2@is2.nyu.edu  (Anthony  W.  Smith) 

Sub j : Why  Leonard  Is  Still  A Prisoner 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  government  says  it  has  no  political  prisoners  that  is,  a person 
incarcerated  thus  persecuted,  for  holding  certain  political  beliefs.  But 
there  are. 

Leonard  may  not  have  been  arrested  for  harboring  any  political  beliefs 
thechnically  speaking,  but  he  was  singled  out  as  the  culprit  of  the 
shooting  of  the  FBI  agents,  because  he  was  a charismatic  leader  who  fought 
against  the  beating  death  of  a local  Native  elder.  He  was  quite  eloquent 
in  his  day,  and  perhaps  the  fuzz  figured  if  they  got  him  they  could  make 
an  example  of  him. 

So  they  accused  him  of  the  murder  though  they  had  evidence  he  did  not 
commit  it  and  though  it  came  out  in  a local  state  trial  that  the  Feds 
coerced  a mentally  unstable  woman  to  testify  against  him. 

This  is  a terrible  scary  thing,  that  the  gov.  could  set  up  and  imprison 
anyone  at  any  time.  Leonard's  views  were  not  about  "politics".  Not  about 
legislation  or  communism  or  republicans  but  about  just  not  wanting  people 
to  abuse  him  as  a Native  about  not  wanting  to  be  beaten  and  thrown  into  a 
trunk  of  a car  and  getting  away  with  it  because  you  were  white. 

His  fight  like  Mandela  was  for  the  Human  right  to  be  left  alone  if  ur 
innocent . 

But  he  is  going  to  stay  there  because  we  don't  reach  out  as  natives  to 
the  world  but  to  other  Natives  who  lets  face  it  ain't  got  no  power  either. 

Steven  Segal  the  martial  arts  actor  wanted  to  do  a film  on  Leonard's 
life  as  he  says  he  is  part  native  as  well.  The  gov.  balked  and  the 
studios  backed  down.  They  knew  if  this  story  of  federal  style  fuzz  abuse 
went  public,  the  US  would  look  like  crap.  And  it  is  the  "public"  part 
that  scares  them.  They  don't  want  this  issue  to  come  mainstream  in  the 
homes  of  school  kids  and  black  politicians,  prime  time  TV.  They  don't  want 
this  to  become  an  American  issue  like  Mandela  became  or  the  civil  rights 
movement  was.  They  don't  want  people  who  love  "injuns",  these  days  in  wake 
of  Dances  With  Wolves,  to  see  the  gov.  treats  us  like  nothing  still,  after 
all  this  time.  So  they  discouraged  Segal  from  shooting  and  the  studios 
told  him  his  career  would  be  shot,  and  he  backed  down.  The  gov.  knew  Segal 
could  bring  so  much  attention  and  favor  to  Leonard's  call.  They  know  that 


when  an  issue  of  racism  or  unjust  incarceration  gets  thrown  in  the  public 
eye  and  Johnny  Q.  Public  gets  involved  they  better  get  straight .They  want 
Americans  to  believe  they  have  control  in  their  gov NOT! 

In  all  the  Peltier  rallies  I've  been  to,  I have  never  seen  Natives 
extensively  reaching  out  to  the  non  skin  world.  The  only  time  they  do  is 
when  they  want  to  use  an  auditorium  or  equipment  or  something  like  this. 

We  should  include  others  in  our  issues  and  conversations  as  well.  WHY? 
Because  federal  corruption  ought  to  be  a universal  issue  and  because  there 
is  power  in  numbers.  We  should  adopt  other  peoples  methods  of  struggle  for 
the  same  reasons. 

Why  don't  we  have  a million  skin  march?  why  don't  we  join  with  other 
minorities  and  make  waves?  I'm  not  talking  about  just  using  AIM  which  was 
BTW  associated  with  the  Black  Panthers  along  time  ago,  I'm  talking  about 
networking  as  individuals  or  having  AIM  networking  with  others  in  a very 
open  big  way?  When  i go  to  Leonard  rallies  I notice  the  same  faces,  the 
same  methods  of  advertising,  the  same  routes,  they  sing  a little  song  do  a 
little  dance,  say  the  same  things  about  the  same  people.  The  organizers 
(some  are  just  egotistical  hacks)get  on  stage  and  talk  about  all  the  they 
did  which  ain't  jack  since  Leonard  is  still  in  jail.  To  top  it  off  they  get 
up  there  and  almost  brag  about  what  they  did  and  exclude  others  from  the 
contribution  list  as  if  they  deserve  an  award.  The  award  should  be 
success.  The  gathering  almost  serves  as  a social  rather  than  a rally,  with 
all  the  anti  gov  rhetoric  somehow  acting  as  both  a reminder  of  and  defense 
against  gov.  abuse. (Being  reminded  of  a abuse  is  not  a defense.)  A warm 
feeling  gets  over  the  crowd  they  move  to  the  music,  they  go  home 
and  say, "gee  the  gov.  is  fucked".  Then sleep. 

Whats  this?  That  ain't  no  revolution!  We  should  take  what  info  we 
gat  at  the  rally  to  the  public  to  the  streets!  Walk  with  some  Afro 
AMericans  (not  necessarily  Farrakhan),  we  should  embrace  those  blacks  who 
are  proud  of  their  native  ancestry  and  want  to  help  us,  we  should  walk 
with  the  Puerto  Ricans  who  are  trying  to  reclaim  their  Taino  history,  we 
should  fight  with  our  brothers  be  they  Asian,  European,  mixed  or  not.  Our 
"brothers"  are  those  who  think  like  us,  native  or  not.  By  doing  this  we 
cannot  loose  our  identity  that  is  separate  from  our  allies  ( a fear  some 
skins  seem  to  have). For  you  are  what  you  are  no  matter  what  you  do  or  hang 
with,  you  are  you.  If  Lakota  joined  Anishinabe,  or  if  a Mandan  some 
Taino  group  in  New  Jersey  or  if  some  Crow  joined  a "black  Cherokee"  group 
in  Los  Angeles  to  fight  a common  enemy,  it  doesn't  mean  either  group  would 
loose  its  uniqueness.  Indeed  we  will  see  inherent  likenesses  to  or  allies 

more  than  anything  else,  not  contrived  likenesses.  Whats  wrong  with  that? 

At  the  last  rally  I went  to  in  NY,  Theresa  Liano  said  the  Peltier 
committee  didn't  want  to  go  to  Harlem,  even  though  a huge  space  was 

offered.  Yes  I know  lots  of  Harlem  is  dangerous,  but  thats  not  what 

scared  folks  off.  They  just  didn't  want  to  be  associated  with  blacks, 
they  didn't  want  their  struggle  to  be  equated  with  black  struggle. They 
liked  the  air  of  saying  "at  least  we  are  not  as  bad  off  as  they  are". 

Thats  a mistaken  thing  to  think.  In  truth  Afro  Americans  are  the 
most  powerful  minority  in  the  US  and  it  is  their  movement  that  allowed  for 
all  the  civil  liberties  we  as  NAtives  off  the  res  enjoy!  Their  movement 
was  responsible  for  any  form  of  racial  sensitivity  or  Political 
correctness  that  comes  along  now.  If  you  are  Asian,  NAtive  or  from  India 
ought  to  know  it  is  the  black  civil  rights  movement  that  encouraged  AIM, 
that  made  it  harder  for  people  to  call  us  names  in  public  and  get  away 
with  it.  So  what  if  folks  think  we  "act  like  blacks"  if  we  have  a million 
skin  march  lets  say. 

It  ain't  about  being  black,  its  not  a black  thing. 

Civil  unrest  is  as  American  as  apple  pie,  it  is  a human  natural  phenomena 
that  arises  when  your  needs  of  survival  and  well  being  are  threatened.lt 
is  no  different  from  the  phenomena  that  caused  the  creation  of  AIM. 
Revolution  and  rally  is  an  American  thing,  not  a black  thing  it  is  the 
voice  of  the  "oppressed",  no  matter  what  color  that  voice  is.  And  the 
resistance  can  be  spread  over  many  colors  because  it  ain't  just  about  the 
gov.  abusing  natives.  Its  about  the  gov.  abusing  civil  human  rights  and 
breaking  the  laws  of  its  own  so-called  prized  constitution  in  order  to  do 
that.  That  makes  it  a universal  fight.  For  if  the  gov.  can  illegally 


seize,  entrap  and  destroy  the  body,  life  and  liberties  of  Leonard 
Peltier, and  pretend  it  is  "legal"  and  make  it  appear  to  be  legal,  it  can 
and  will  do  it  to  anyone. And  that  is  as  scary  as  hell.  No  man  or  body  of 
state  should  have  such  corrupted  dominion  over  other  men  and  women  with 
such  impunity.  Clinton  has  given  us  nothing  but  lip  service  over  this.  We 
need  voice  in  government. 

Hey  there  may  be  a native  way  to  protest  as  well.  All  I am  saying 
is  we  should  find  our  allies  who  often  are  not  in  our  community  and  fight 
along  with  them.  We  don't  and  so  Leonard  is  still  in  the  can.  Mandela  was 
released  because  the  whole  world  rallied  behind  him.  Who  in  the  world 
ever  heard  of  Peltier?  Take  it  to  the  public  man,  take  it  to  the  streets. 
The  government  fears  unity. 

"RE : Note  from  Harvey  Arden  Regarding  Leonard"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Apr  1999  15:47:16  EDT 

From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : Note  from  Harvey  Arden 

[Editorial  Note:  The  book  Harvey  refers  to,  "Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe", 
co-written  with  Steve  Wall,  is  an  anthology  of  the 
path  they  were  put  on  that  lead  to  their  acclaimed  book, 
"Wisdom  Keepers".  I urge  you  to  read  both.  I strongly 
recommend  the  purcahse  of  Leonard's  book!  gary] 

Hey  Gary-- 

Leonard's  book  will  be  out  in  a few  weeks. 

You  might  be  interested  in  an  on-line  interview  I just  did... CLICK  ON 
<A  HREF= "http: //www. an non line. com/interviews/990414/ "> 

Interview  with  Harvey  Arden  </A>  [annonline.com] 

It's  mostly  about  my  book  TRAVELS  IN  A STONE  CANOE  but  there  are  some 
heartfelt  words  about  Leonard  as  well. 

Saw  Leonard  in  Leavenworth  last  week.  His  spirit  is  undiminished,  and  his 
hopes  are  high  that  his  new  dedicated  and  very  active  LPDC  staff- -Gina 
Chiala,  Keith  McHenry  (of  Food  Not  Bombs)  and  Pat  Benabe--plus  the  release 
of  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE--plus  the  forthcoming  feature 
film  (more  on  that  later)--plus  the  support  of  people  like  YOU--will 
actually  WIN  HIS  FREEDOM  in  the  near  future! 

Did  I send  you  Desmond  Tutu's  quote  on  Leonard's  book?-- 

"A  deeply  moving  and  very  disturbing  story  of  a gross  miscarriage  of 
justice  and  an  eloquent  cri  de  coeur  of  Native  Americans  for  redress  and  to 
be  regarded  as  human  beings  with  inalienable  rights  guaranteed  under  the 
United  States  Constitution  as  any  other  citizens.  We  pray  that  it  does  not 
fall  on  deaf  ears.  America  owes  it  to  herself." 

(From  a letter  of  March  5,  1999  to  Andrew  Miller,  Editor  at  St.  Martin's 
Press  from  Nobel  Peace  Laureate  Archbishop  Desmond  M.Tutu)  - Desmond  Tutu 

High  praise  has  also  come  from  Sherman  Alexi,  Peter  Matthiessen,  Ramsey 
Clark  etc.  The  book  will  be  out  in  just  a few  WEEKS  now!  I think  it  will 
shake  the  conscience  of  America.  It's  a flaming  arrow  aimed  at  the  circled 
wagons  of  American  injustice.  (You  can  quote  ME  on  that!) 

Did  I send  you  the  following  announcement? 


What  can  you  do  TODAY  to  win  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom? 

Become,  as  Leonard  says,  "an  army  of  one"--in  concert  with  millions  of  other 
"armies  of  one." 

To  begin,  HELP  GET  THE  WORD  OUT!  Order  advance  copies  of  Leonard's  book 
PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  directly  from  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  (LPDC).  The  book  will  be  published  by  St.  Martin's  Press 


in  Dune,  and  can  now  be  ADVANCE-ORDERED  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee--$25  each,  which  includes  shipping.  LPDC's  tel#:  785-842-5774. 
Their  address:  PO  BOX  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  E-mail:  LPDC@idir.net. 

By  buying  now  IN  ADVANCE  from  LPDC,  profits  go  directly  to  the  accelerating 
struggle  for  Leonard's  freedom--and  freedom  for  all  political  prisoners. 

LPDC  will  also  arrange  best  discount  on  bulk  orders  to  groups  and 
organizations  who  want  to  sell  the  book. 

Also  recommend  people  subscribe  to  LPDC's  bimonthly  newsletter  SPIRIT  OF 
CRAZY  H0RSE--$12;  $7  for  seniors;  $22  internationally;  free  to  prisoners. 
Every  issue  has  a personal  message  from  Leonard--and  great  articles  about  THE 
STRUGGLE.  Any  additional  donations  to  LPDC  right  NOW,  even  five  bucks,  can 
make  a BIG  difference! 

Contact  LPDC  and  make  reservations  for  the  major  LEONARD  PELTIER  ORGANIZING 
CONFERENCE  to  be  held  this  coming  Dune  25-27--24th  anniversary  of  the 
Incident  at  Oglala--at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  Kansas. 
Help  us  make  it  a GIGANTIC  success! 

Further  information  on  the  LPDC  website  at: 
http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html--or  click 

<A  HREF="http: //members . xoom. com/freepeltier /index. html"> Leonard  Peltier</A> 
Please  forward  this  message.  Spread  the  word  to  all  you  know! 

In  the  spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

/Harvey  Arden 

Editor  of  Leonard's  new  book 

- — "RE:  Bear  Lincoln  Manslaughter  Case  Dismissed"  - — 

Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  02:25:31  GMT 
From:  nwilson@mcn.org  (Nicholas  Wilson) 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  Manslaughter  Case  Dismissed 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Bear  Lincoln  Murder/Manslaughter  Case  Finally  Over 

Native  American  Man  Originally  Charged  with  Murdering  Deputy 

by  Nicholas  Wilson 

(condensed  from  an  Albion  Monitor  article  published  4/26/99) 

UKIAH,  California  --  Supporters  of  Bear  Lincoln  were 
jubilant  April  23  as  they  heard  a judge  dismiss  the  last 
charge  against  him,  ending  his  four-year  ordeal  over  charges 
of  capital  murder  of  a deputy  sheriff. 

A deputy  attorney  general  told  the  judge  he  had  decided  that 
a manslaughter  charge  could  not  be  proven.  The  judge 
immediately  dismissed  the  case  in  the  interest  of  justice. 

The  Lincoln  supporters  who  filled  the  small  courtroom  to 
capacity  could  barely  contain  themselves,  and  cheering 
erupted  when  the  brief  hearing  was  over. 

Asked  if  he  expected  this  outcome,  Lincoln  remarked,  "I  was 
expecting  a dismissal  because  the  A.G.'s  office  never  really 
had  anything  to  work  with.  There  was  no  evidence  in  the 
beginning.  I never  should  have  been  tried,  and  I never 
should  have  spent  one  day  in  jail.  There  was  a lot  of 
evidence  of  a police  cover-up,  a mass  cover-up.  There  was 
evidence  of  a police  ambush,  police  murder,  police 
brutality,  police  perjury,  law  enforcement  tampering  with 
the  jury.  That's  why  it  was  dismissed  today;  they  were 
forced  to  dismiss." 

On  September  23,  1997  a jury  acquitted  Lincoln,  a 
Wailaki-Concow  tribal  member  of  the  Round  Valley  Indian 
Reservation,  of  murder  in  the  April  14,  1995  shooting  deaths 


of  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Deputy  Bob  Davis  and  Bear's 
friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters,  who  was  killed  by  Davis.  The 
jury  hung  10-2  for  acquittal  on  the  lesser  charge  of 
manslaughter,  and  while  in  most  cases  a retrial  would  be 
unlikely  where  the  jury  leaned  so  strongly  toward  acquittal, 
this  high-profile  case  of  an  Indian  charged  with  capital 
murder  of  a law  enforcement  officer  was  always  heavily 
politicized . 

Former  D.A.  Susan  Massini  announced  on  the  eve  of  her 
campaign  for  re-election  that  she  would  retry  Lincoln. 

Massini  lost  the  election  to  Norman  Vroman,  who  had  said 
during  the  campaign  that  he  would  not  be  inclined  to  retry 
Lincoln.  Then  Massini  took  the  case  away  from  her  successor 
by  referring  it  to  the  Attorney  General's  office  for 
possible  prosecution  by  the  state.  After  the  dismissal  of 
charges  by  the  state,  Vroman  commented,  "I'm  very  happy  that 
this  painful  chapter  in  Mendocino  County's  history  is 
closed.  I look  forward  now  to  a healing  process." 

Lincoln's  lead  attorney  I.  Tony  Serra  had  to  miss  the  final 
hearing  due  to  an  appearance  in  another  case.  Later  he  said, 
"that's  twice  on  major  cases  that  I wasn't  able  to  be  there 
when  the  case  ultimately  got  dumped."  The  first  time  was 
when  a D.A.  dismissed  a murder  case  against  Black  Panther 
co-founder  Huey  Newton  after  a jury  split  11-1  for 
acquittal.  Asked  if  he  put  the  Bear  Lincoln  case  in  the  same 
category  of  major  cases  as  the  Huey  Newton  case,  he  replied, 
"Sure.  Any  time  when  it's  death  penalty,  especially  when 
it's  a minority  person,  you  could  lose.  So  to  win  a death 
penalty  case  is  always  major.  We  said  at  the  beginning  that 
it  was  a cover-up,  this  was  a police  murder,  and  they  sought 
to  cover  it  up  by  an  act  of  racism,  charging  an  innocent 
person  with  a death  penalty  case  just  to  cover  their  own 
wrongdoing,  and  that  would  be  the  worst  possible  thing  any 
law  enforcement  agency  could  do." 

Lincoln  said  he  didn't  feel  completely  safe  from  a possible 
revenge  attack.  "The  battle  is  still  there  with  law 
enforcement,"  he  said.  "I  believe  if  they  caught  me  at  the 
wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time  I'd  probably  be  shot  to  death, 
you  know,  or  beaten  to  death.  We  just  have  to  come  together 
and  be  strong  and  stand  against  corrupt  law  enforcement." 

Lincoln  is  still  bothered  that  his  close  friend,  Leonard 
"Acorn"  Peters,  who  had  committed  no  crime,  was  killed  by 
the  deputies.  Lincoln  said,  "I'd  like  to  see  an 
investigation,  but  I don't  think  that's  going  to  happen 
because  law  enforcement  doesn't  prosecute  their  own.  I'll 
continue  to  speak  out  against  police  brutality,  police 
murder.  We've  been  seeing  like  in  New  York  with  Amadou 
Diallo,  and  with  Tyisha  Miller  in  Riverside,  just  murdered 
by  the  police  for  no  reason.  And  so  I'll  be  doing  as  much  as 
I can  to  expose  corrupt  law  enforcement  and  to  help  as  many 
people  as  I can . " 

Lincoln  turned  himself  in  to  face  prosecution  in  August 
1995,  and  was  held  in  jail  over  two  years  until  the  end  of 
his  murder  trial,  when  he  was  freed  on  bail.  Asked  how  his 
life  is  going  now,  Lincoln  replied  that  he  is  raising  and 
breeding  his  Appaloosa  horses.  "With  this  good  spring 
weather  I'm  ready  to  grow  some  good  organic  vegetables 
again,  and  go  back  to  being  a peaceful  organic  vegetable 
farmer . " 


For  the  full  version  of  this  story,  including  many  more 
details,  and  for  full  background  and  articles  covering  the 
case  over  the  past  four  years,  see  the  Albion  Monitor  online 
at  http : //www .monitor . net /monitor . 

The  Lincoln  case  coverage  is  a free  public  service  of  the 


Albion  Monitor,  a subscriber-supported  progressive 
electronic  newspaper  on  the  World  Wide  Web  since  1995.  No 
password  is  required  for  the  Lincoln  stories,  but  most  of 
the  other  content  of  the  Monitor  is  available  only  to 
subscribers  who  pay  a small  annual  fee  for  a password. 
However,  there  are  always  free  stories,  clearly  marked, 
available  from  the  front  page,  so  don't  be  afraid  to  try  it 
out . 

For  a complete  background  on  the  Bear  Lincoln  case  from  the 
archives  of  the  Albion  Monitor,  please  see 
http: //www. monitor . net /monitor/rv/rv- background . html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  25  Apr  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Marsh,  Gregory  Paul 
CN-1653  D/B  28 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  7/29/71 


Miller,  Dwayne 
#202-560 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/31/64 


McNiel,  Rickey  Dale 
#195-544 
4008  Cooper  St. 
lackson,  MI  49201 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Mello,  William  D. 

E-46820 

C.S.P.  Sacramento  A-5-226-L 
Represa,  Ca.  95671-0066 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot  / Cantonese 

Mason,  Steve 
#658401 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 


Means,  Clifton 
#55868  N.C.F. 

PO  Box  546 

Norton,  KS  67654-0546 
Date  of  Birth:  12/1/70 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Midkiff,  Lawson  Alfred 
2294  Slagle  Rd. 
Leesville,  LA  71446 

Miller,  Robert  L.R. 
#191-152-MC 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 


Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


"RE ; Monster,  Skinwalkers  & Such"  - — 

Date:  Fri,  05  Mar  1999  01:02:39  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Monster,  Skinwalkers  & such... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Baseball  season  at  Shiprock  high  would  be  after  school.  My  cousin 
Michael  and  I would  play  ball  with  the  team.  We  lived  in  Toadlena, 
about  45  miles  South  of  Shiprock.  The  school  had  an  arrangement  with 
the  Trailways  bus  that  stopped  at  Bonds  & Bonds  store,  the  old  store  by 
the  bridge.  Those  kids  who  lived  far  away  could  catch  the  bus  at  7:00 
PM  south  toward  Newcomb  and  Sanostee  and  get  a meal  at  the  cafe.  We 
used  to  ride  that  bus  to  Burnham  function,  now  there  is  a Thriftway  gas 
station  and  laundry  there,  but  then  there  was  nothing. 

When  we  got  off  the  bus  we  used  to  begin  running  home  toward  Toadlena. 

We  used  to  run  150  while  lines,  it  takes  three  strides  to  cover  the 
distance  between  lines  and  we  had  done  it  many  times  before  and  would 
run  like  crazy  then  walk  five  spaces.  When  the  moon  was  out  it  was 
easy,  we  would  run  until  someone  came  by  and  gave  us  a ride.  Sometimes 
we  got  a ride  sometimes  we  didn't. 

This  one  night  we  got  off  the  bus  we  started  to  run,  it  was  about  8:00 
and  we  kept  going  and  no  one  was  on  the  highway.  There  was  no  moon  and 
we  had  a hard  time  seeing  what  was  in  front  of  us.  All  we  could  see  was 
the  lights  way  off  in  the  distance  looking  like  stars  from  way  off.  We 
ran  for  long  time  down  the  middle  of  the  road  it  was  hard  to  see  the 
lines  it  was  so  dark.  After  a while  we  settled  in  and  realized  we  were 
going  to  have  to  cover  the  16  miles  home  on  our  own. 

As  we  ran,  could  hear  some  noises  coming  from  the  sage  brush  but 
couldn't  see  what  was  there.  We  thought  this  area  is  flat  and  no  one 
lived  around  this  spot,  we  knew  all  the  families,  the  closest  ones  were 
the  Dumbos  and  they  lived  South  of  road  across  the  wash  about  a mile. 

We  would  run  then  stop  and  listen.  It  was  so  dark.  We  did  not  show  each 
other  we  were  afraid,  we  couldn't  do  that,  but  man  you  could  sure  hear 
us  breathing.  We  got  past  the  road  that  wen  to  Two  Grey  Hills  and  kept 
going.  All  of  a sudden  a big  black  shadow  emerged  in  front  of  us,  not 
on  the  side  of  the  road  but  right  there  in  the  middle.  We  were  running 
pretty  good  and  it  stood  up  in  front  of  us.  It  was  just  big,  black  and 
we  thought  of  monsters,  a lost  skin  walker  or  some  creature  of  the 
night  had  finally  found  us.  We  stopped  and  it  stood  there  silent,  just 
a big  hulking  dark  thing.  We  didn't  say  a word,  just  stood  there  and 
listened.  Then  we  heard  it  make  it's  sound.  It  went  M0000.  We  dropped 
dead  in  our  tracks  and  started  to  laugh  it  was  a cow  in  the  middle  of 
the  road,  and  so  we  took  off  again  and  got  home  by  11:30  or  so.  Such 
was  our  brush  with  monsters  that  night 

— "RE:  Sports  Warriors  Show  Olympic  Promise"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  08:04:19  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-21-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

NASC  "Sports  Warriors"  Show  Olympic  Promise 

by  Mo  Smith 

April  18,  1999 

Brandon  Leslie  is  back! 

WALNUT,  CALIFORNIA,  - Brandon  Leslie  (Navajo),  attending  Southwestern  Indian 
Polytechnic  Institute  (S.I.P.I.)  in  Albuquerque,  NM  ran  an  impressive  10,000 


meters  at  the  1999  Mt.  Sac  Relays  with  a time  29:29  in  the  Men's  Invitational 
Division.  This  was  Brandon's  first  attempt  at  10,000  meters  on  the  track. 

His  outstanding  performance  gives  him  an  automatic  qualification  for  his 
Dunior  College  National  Championships  scheduled  for  May...  Brandon  hopes  to 
make  another  attempt  in  early  Dune  to  qualify  for  the  USATF  National  Outdoor 
Track  & Field  Championships  in  the  10,000  meters  which  is  scheduled  for  Dune 
24-26,  1999  in  Eugene,  OR.  Brandon  need  to  run  29:10  for  an  automatic 
qualification . 

Posey  misses  Olympic  Trials  Qualifier  by  only  3 minutes. 

BOSTON,  April  19,  1999  - Danice  Posey  (Navajo)  was  the  9th  American  Women, 
27th  Women  over-all,  to  cross  the  finish  line  at  the  103rd  B.A.A.  Boston 
Marathon.  At  her  first  attempt  in  the  26.2-mile  race,  Danice  turned  in  a 
time  an  impressive  time  of  2:53:39. 

For  a good  portion  of  the  race,  Danice  looked  like  she  might  qualify  for 
the  "2000  Olympic  Marathon  Trials"  at  her  first  attempt.  At  the  half-way 
point  (13  miles)  she  was  on  2:42  marathon  pace,  then  at  mile  17,  a cramp  in 
her  right  leg  developed  which  forced  her  to  stop  and  stretch  it  out...  "I 
felt  great!  Heartbreak  Hill  was  not  as  bad  has  people  described.  After 
mile  17,  I somewhat  lost  my  focus  and  was  not  aware  of  my  pace.  However, 
overall,  I felt  great  and  now  I know  that  I'm  capable  of  a lot  faster," 

Posey  said. 

Danice  prepared  for  Boston  with  minimal  mileage  (55  per  week)  because  of 
full-time  teaching  responsibilities  at  Rough  Rock  High  School  on  the  Navajo 
reservation  in  Arizona.  Now,  with  a marathon  under  her  belt,  she  plans  to 
train  full-time  and  work  part-time.  Her  next  marathon  attempt  will  be  in 
October  at  either  the  Twin  Cities  Marathon  or  Chicago,  both  are  flat  and 
fast . 


- "RE:  Cherokees ' Games  More  Than  Sport"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  08:04:19  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-21-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

CHEROKEES'  GAMES  MORE  THAN  SPORT 

ASPECTS  OF  THE  TRIBE'S  HISTORY  WILL  BE  DISCUSSED 
DURING  THE  TRI-STATE  INDIAN  ARTIFACT  EXHIBIT. 

April  16,  1999 
BY  BOB  DREITZLER 
c.  DISPATCH 

PORTSMOUTH,  Ohio  --  According  to  Cherokee  legend,  the  first  stickball  game 
was  played  between  birds  and  four-footed  animals  to  settle  an  argument  about 
which  group  was  the  best. 

They  called  their  game  "the  little  brother  of  war." 

"It  was  like  war,  but  in  a ballgame  sense,"  said  R.  Michael  Abram,  a 
medical  doctor  and  authority  on  Cherokee  culture  from  Cherokee,  N.C. 

Unlike  games  and  sports  played  in  mainstream  America  today,  the  Cherokees 
incorporated  all  aspects  of  their  culture  into  their  games  and  sports,  Abram 
said . 

Indian  games  dealt  with  legend,  religion,  music,  dance,  medicine  and  other 
beliefs  such  as  taboos  against  eating  certain  foods,  he  said. 

Abram  will  give  talks  about  Cherokee  games  and  other  aspects  of  Cherokee 
culture  Saturday  and  Sunday  during  the  Tri-State  Indian  Artifact  Exhibit  at 
Shawnee  State  Park  Resort,  14  miles  west  of  Portsmouth. 

The  show,  in  its  fourth  year,  is  education-oriented.  It  attracts  artifact 
collectors,  archaeologists  and  people  interested  in  American  Indian  culture. 

There  are  no  display  fees  or  admission  charges,  and  participants  do  not 
buy,  sell  or  trade  artifacts.  No  bones  are  permitted. 


Abram  will  discuss  Cherokee  clothing,  baskets,  pottery,  medicine, 
religion,  musical  instruments,  war  weapons  and  tools.  He  also  will  talk 
about  the  tribe's  forcible  removal  to  Oklahoma  in  1838,  known  as  the  Trail 
of  Tears. 

"I  will  show  that  you  can't  talk  about  one  aspect  of  Cherokee  culture 
without  touching  on  the  others,"  Abram  said. 

Among  the  artifacts  Abram  will  use  to  illustrate  his  talk  will  be  the 
stone  discs  the  Cherokee  used  in  playing  Chunkey. 

The  game  was  played  by  rolling  a disc  on  a level  surface.  Players  would 
toss  7-foot  poles  down  where  they  thought  the  chunky  stone  would  stop, 
betting  on  the  outcome.  Gambling  always  has  been  a part  of  the  Cherokee 
culture,  Abram  said. 

In  addition  to  practicing  medicine,  Abram  and  his  wife,  Susan,  also 
operate  the  Cherokee  Heritage  Museum  and  Gallery,  devoted  to  the  work  of 
living  Cherokee  artists. 

The  Abrams  have  collected  contemporary  Cherokee  art  and  craftwork  for 
more  than  25  years. 

Abram,  53,  also  does  consulting  work  with  museums  and  American  Indian 
groups . 


"RE : Listen  to  Your  Elders"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Apr  1999  08:23:20  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-26-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Listen  to  your  elders 
By  NELLIE  KELLY 
c.  Tulsa  World 
4/25/99 

Kiowas  teach  language  and  culture  to  younger  generation 
His  classroom  contains  no  books,  and  he  lectures  without  notes. 

But  students  jot  down  his  words  with  a sense  of  urgency.  They  know  that 
their  class  and  the  man  teaching  it  are  important.  If  he  doesn't  teach 
now  and  if  they  don't  learn  now,  no  one  else  ever  will. 

The  man  sitting  at  the  front  of  the  class  is  69,  and  diabetes  slows  him 
down  more  than  he'd  like.  He  wears  a hearing  aid  and  complains  that  he 
has  no  teeth  to  smile  with. 

He  knows  that  he  and  his  generation  are  fading.  That's  why  Evans  Ray 
Satepauhoodle,  a Kiowa  elder,  drives  40  miles  from  Hominy  to  Tulsa  each 
week  to  teach  a native  language  class  to  younger  Kiowas. 

"Maybe  it's  not  too  late,"  he  said. 

Often,  his  cousin,  70-year-old  Perry  Aunko  of  Tulsa,  meets  him  to 
assists  with  the  class  and  to  teach  his  specialty  --  Kiowa  Christian 
songs  and  native  dances. 

The  two  men,  who  call  each  other  "brother"  and  speak  half  in  Kiowa  and 
half  in  English,  view  teaching  as  a mission  that  few  others  can  fulfill. 
They're  trying  to  start  a prairie  fire  of  interest  in  native  ways  that 
will  spread  to  the  younger  generation. 

Of  the  10,000  Kiowas,  only  about  500  speak  and  understand  the  Kiowa 
language.  All  of  the  native  speakers  are  at  least  60  years  old. 

"We  are  the  last  line,"  Satepauhoodle  said. 

Satepauhoodle  started  the  Kiowa  class  five  years  ago.  He  had  retired, 
and  when  his  health  started  to  decline,  he  realized  the  importance  of 
getting  involved  in  the  Native  American  Church  and  sharing  the  language. 

The  Kiowa  group  has  met  in  a vacant  office  building,  break  rooms  of 
offices  and  at  Rogers  High  School.  Two  years  ago,  the  students  found  a 
permanent  home  at  the  University  of  Tulsa,  where  they  meet  in  a 
classroom  free  of  charge. 

The  students,  who  range  in  age  from  20  to  40-plus,  don't  receive  college 
credit;  they  come  simply  for  the  joy  of  learning.  Attendance  ranges  from 


six  to  20. 

The  class  covers  a variety  of  topics,  from  songs  and  dances  to  history 
and  the  meaning  of  names.  Students  particularly  enjoy  learning  simple 
words  and  phrases  so  they  can  speak  in  Kiowa. 

"If  you  can't  talk,  you  lose  direction,"  said  Kiowa  student  Bob  Unap. 
"This  isn't  just  a language.  It's  a lesson  in  life." 

Now  Unap  wishes  he  had  learned  more  from  his  father,  who  spoke  Kiowa. 
"My  father  always  taught  me  that  one  of  these  days  you'll  want  to  know 
this,  and  it  will  be  gone." 

Few  think  they'll  ever  speak  Kiowa  fluently,  but  some  want  to  sing 
native  songs.  Others  want  to  learn  more  about  their  ancestors'  ways. 

"My  number  one  goal  is  to  be  able  to  pray  in  my  Kiowa  language  because 
this  language  is  something  God  gave  only  to  us,"  said  Leon  Hawzipta. 

"Our  songs  and  traditions  he  gave  only  to  us." 

Above  all,  the  students  want  to  hold  on  to  a culture  that  could  easily 
disappear  if  they  don't  preserve  it. 

"For  all  practical  purposes,  it's  gone,"  Satepauhoodle  said.  "We're 
trying  to  salvage  what  we  can." 

Much  of  the  Kiowas'  history  is  oral  because  they  don't  have  a written 
language.  When  the  students  write  Kiowa  words  during  Satepauhoodle ' s 
class,  they're  using  English  letters  that  approximate  the  sounds  of 
Kiowa . 

Without  elders  like  Satepauhoodle  and  Aunko,  Kiowas  might  forget  their 
legends  and  history:  The  way  the  white  census-takers  couldn't  spell  or 
pronounce  Aunko' s real  last  name  --  Auhn-ko-hol-hal,  meaning  "he  killed 
him  readily  in  the  middle  of  the  road"  --  so  they  shortened  it  to  Aunko. 
Or  how  Satepauhoodle ' s ancestors  insisted  that  their  name  be  left  intact 
to  preserve  its  meaning,  "fuzzy  bear." 

If  Kiowa  culture  wanes,  young  Kiowas  might  grow  up  to  think  that  "how" 
is  a legitimate  Indian  greeting.  Or  that  the  drum  beat  that  Indians  play 
in  movies  is  real.  Those  are  what  Satepauhoodle  calls  "lohn  Wayne" 

Indian  culture. 

"The  top  and  bottom  line  is  identity  so  we  don't  have  to  learn  Kiowa 
from  Flollywood,"  he  said. 

Identity  is  a precious  and  fleeting  commodity  among  many  American 
Indians . 

"Our  people  today  are  the  most  confused  people  in  the  world," 
Satepauhoodle  said.  "They  always  have  been  and  they  are  today." 

To  alleviate  the  confusion,  the  Kiowas  need  their  language  to  flourish 
and  stay  as  green  as  the  cedar  tree,  an  important  icon  to  American 
Indians  because  it  symbolizes  life. 

"What  little  we  know  we  pass  on,"  Aunko  said.  "It  makes  me  proud  that  I 
can  still  speak  the  language.  It's  a sentimental  thing  and  a treasured 
possession . " 

But  it's  a treasure  the  two  elders  are  happy  to  share  with  all  who  will 
listen . 


"RE : Poem:  Flowers  and  Songs  from  Youths  and  Inmates"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Apr  1999  14:01:46  -0500 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd.org> 

Sub j : Poetry  (Flowers  and  Songs)  from  Youths  and  Inmates 

[Editorial  Note:  My  humble,  sincere  thanks  to  the  children  and  to  those 
caged  in  the  iron  house  for  granting  permission,  through 
Frank,  to  share  their  heart  words.  Each,  in  his/her  own 
way  is  much  closer  to  the  truth  than  most  of  us  dare  come.] 


Gary, 

Tiahui  y Kualli  Tonalli  (Good  day), 

Flere  is  a collection  of  some  of  the  flowers  and  songs  (poetry)  that  we  have 
received  from  Mexika  youths  and  inmates  from  across  the  country.  We  now  are 
in  communication  with  well  over  200  Mexika  inmates,  who  are  serving  time 
for  such  petty  crimes  that  it  makes  my  heart  hurt. 

These  poems  and  songs  are  written  with  a renewed  spirit  of  indigenous 


awareness  and  Mexika  Consciousness  as  many  of  our  young  people  are  finally 
waking  up  to  the  fact  that  we  are  native  to  this  land,  we  have  always  been 
here  and  we  are  not  to  be  called  "Hispanics"  or  "Latinos",  both  labels  of 
European  origins.  Our  youth  have  to  connect  with  our  true  cultural  identity 
in  order  for  us  to  stop  the  ASSIMILATION  and  AMERICANIZATION  process,  which 
has  been  a very  spiritually  destructive  force  as  you  can  plainly  see  in  the 
culture  around  us. 

Thanks  you  for  the  opportunity  to  post  these  words. 

Our  Mexikayotl  Will  Never  Perish... 

Tekpatltzin 

mexicapride@earthlink. net 
Three  Nahuatl  songs 

by  lose  R.  incarcerated  in  California 

1. 

Nicuicani  axcan  nicuicani  axcan 

Nicah  nepohualiztli  Mexika  nicah  nepohualiztli  Mexika 
Intla  moztla  nimiquiz  intla  moztla  nimiquiz 
Niyah  nochipa  Mexika  niyah  nochipa  Mexika 
Nicuicani  axcan  nicuicani  axcan 

Nicah  nepohualiztli  Mexika  nicah  nepohualiztli  Mexika 
translation : 

The  People  Song 
I sing  today,  I sing  today 

I am  proud  to  be  Mexika,  I am  proud  to  be  Mexika! 

If  tomorrow  I die.  If  tomorrow  I die 
I will  still  be  Mexika,  I will  still  be  Mexika 
I sing  today,  I sing  today 

I am  proud  to  be  Mexika,  I am  proud  to  be  Mexika! 

2. 

Temazkalli  (Sweat  Lodge)  Song 

Huehueteotl*,  nimitzhuen  inon  cuica  maca  Ixtlan,  Tlazohkamati 
cencah  hualiztlipal  iniqueh  temeh  inic  titochipahua  queh! 

translation : 

Huehueteotl*,  I offer  you  this  song  in  the  purpose  of  giving  thanks 
for  preparing  these  stones  so  that  we  may  purify  ourselves! 

* the  name  is  changed  during  the  seven  times  this  song  is  sung. 
Huehueteotl,  then  Tlalok,  then  Huizilopochtli,  Quetzalkoatl,  Tezkatlipoka, 
Tlatecuhtli  and  Ometeotl.  The  song  is  sung  in  the  sweat  lodge  as  the  first 
seven  grandfathers  (stones)  are  brought  in. 

3. 

Women  and  Children  Song 

Hey  hey  nimachti  hey  palin  yah  cihuah  yah  ihuan  hey  coconeh  hi - a ! ! 

Hue-o-hey  atlhui  in  teyolli  hey  liztli  quintocti  yah  Haha  hi - a ! ! 
moyol  tahtah  Coltzi  hah  cotlah  quita  maquin  nemi  hi - a ! ! 

Hey  hey  Ihuan  yah  cuacualtzin  tahin  yoltin  huah  h i - a ! ! 

translation : 

I pray  for  the  women  and  children  who  are  the  heart  of  the  people! 

Keep  them  in  your  heart  Grandfather!  Let  them  live  with  your  beauty 
in  their  hearts ! ! 


by  Natane  "Ollin  Tochtli"  Blazquez, 


high  school  student  in  Illinois  (age  14) 


"People  of  the  Sun" 

Brown  and  Red  in  color 
Strong  in  spirit 
filled  with  warrior  souls 

never  to  diminish,  never  to  finish,  but  to  grow 

fighting  against  hate 
fighting  for  unity 
struggling  to  hold  on 

struggling,  struggling  to  be  who  we  truly  are 

Now  how  do  we  stay  Mexika  inside? 

Now  how  do  we  stay  strong  in  spirit? 

Because  it  is  our  turn  to  take  over 

and  follow  OUR  ancestors, 

not  Spaniards  or  religious  Europeans. 

We  fight  with  our  minds,  traditions 
and  our  Mexika  warrior  spirit. 

Never  to  diminish,  never  to  finish 
but  to  always  listen  to  their  voices 
telling  us  to  hold  on 
Spread  the  Mexika  spirit  everywhere 
and  then  see  what  it  will  bring! ! ! 


por  lose  "Miztli"  Boner 
incarcerated  in  Iowa  (age  20) 

"Not  Hispanic,  Not  Latino" 

We  sleep  in  a bed  of  lies 
with  assimilation 
as  a pillow 

Our  Nation  was  once  as  great 
as  the  beauty  of  Xochimilco 
Beauty  as  a rose 

the  subject  of  my  poetical  prose, 
the  reign  of  Quetzalkoatl 
in  time  now  froze. 

I am  not  Hispanic! 

For  I am  not  from  Spain- 
I am  Mexika! 

Worshipper  of  Tonatiuh 
Worshipper  of  Tlalok 
god  of  rain. 


by  Barry  "Ozomatli"  Garcia 
incarcerated  in  Iowa 

Today  the  "Azteca-Mexica"  warrior  prepares 

to  be  sacrificed 

so  the  Sun  may  rise  again, 

so  our  people  may  live  another  day. 

The  warrior  is  brave  and  confident  in  his  steps, 
for  in  his  heart  he  has  no  regrets. 

Today  the  greatest  honor  is  bestowed 
upon  him, 

for  the  sacrifices  of  his  life, 
symbolizes  he  is  the  greatest  warrior 


of  his  tribe. 

Now  let  him  fly 

to  his  creator  on  the  wings  of 
his  radiant  war  robe. 


por  lose  "Miztl"  Boner 
incarcerated  in  Iowa 

"Viva  Los  Zapatistas!" 

Viva  los  Zapatistas! 

We  are  strong 
We  are  brave 
Born  men 
but  made  slaves 
many  graves 

have  greeted  mis  compadres 
Emiliano  Zapata 

proud  to  be  indio  en  su  corazon 
el  padre  de  la  revolucion 
in  his  spirit  I write  this  poetical  song 
they  have  oppressed  us  for  too  long... 
in  his  name  our  spirits  will  be  strong. 


by  Antonio  Laravie  (Mexika/Lakota) 
incarcerated  in  Nebraska 

DIRECTIONS 

On  this  Medicine  Wheel  of  Life 
The  Holy  Man 
The  Wicasa  Wakan 
Says : 

The  West,  the  setting  Sun 

Is  our  past 

Its  color  is  Black 

It's  where  the  Thunder  Beings  Live 

And  over  there 

The  East,  the  rising  Sun 

Is  our  future 

Its  color  is  yellow 

It's  where  the  Buffalo  Nation  lives 

And  between 

the  rising  and  setting  Sun 
There  is  a Road 

It  is  the  Road  of  selfishness 

Of  greed 

Of  destruction 

Of  illusion 

Of  deceit 

Of  oppression 

Of  defeat 

It  is  the  Road 
The  White  man 
Followed  to  arrive 
Here  on  Turtle  Island 


It  is  the  Road  he  continues 
To  travel 

And  Turtle  Island  is 
Ravished  in  the  wake 
Of  his  doings 

The  Black  Road 

This  Road 

Is  filled 

With  trappings 

With  glitter 

With  promises 

Of  a life  that's  better 

With  riches 

With  rewards 

All  that's  required 
Is  your  LIVING  soul 
An  exchange 
Nothing  more. 


And  last  a personal  statement  by  Ramiro  Rodriguez 
incarcerated  in  Illinois  (age  24) 

"To  commemorate  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  have  fallen,  either  to  death, 
addictions  or  imprisonment,  I am  writing  this  short  yet  elaborate 
articulation  of  the  sentiments  that  intrude  my  mind  every  minute,  every 
hour  and  every  day." 

"I  am  one  of  those  that  have  fallen  to  death,  addictions  or  imprisonments. 
Realistically,  we  have  all  fallen  to  our  own  death  or  imprisonment.  But 
there  are  those,  like  myself,  who  have  had  their  physical  being  descend  to 
their  demise." 

"Yet,  all  you  who  are  listening  to  this,  all  of  you  who  are  reading  every 
word,  syllable  and  sentence  of  this  expressive  revealing  of  my 
consciousness,  have  also  plunged  into  your  own  extinction  or  captivity.  Not 
in  the  physical  sense.  I am  talking  about  the  soul,  the  mind  and  the  heart. 
I am  talking  about  our  Spirit." 

"We  have  had  to  endure  the  hardships  that  this  country — and  all  the 
Americas,  for  that  matter,  have  forced  upon  us.  We  have  been  struggling 
since  the  day  we  were  born,  since  the  day  we  were  conceived.  Our  ancestors 
perished  so  their  children  could  prosper.  Yet,  where  is  our  prosperity? 
Guns,  rape,  violence,  drugs,  etc.  Is  this  our  wealth?  Are  these  the  things 
our  ancestors  have  given  up  their  lives  for  us  to  have?  If  not,  where  are 
these  things  coming  from?  Who  is  destroying  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  with 
these  make  believe  riches?" 

"You  know  the  answer.  We  all  know  the  answer.  Yet,  we  are  all  hypocrites, 
including  myself,  because  we  do  nothing  to  stop  the  genocide  which  is 
occurring  in  all  of  our  races." 

"For  me,  this  is  an  angry  moment  because  these  deaths,  these  addictions, 
these  incarcerations,  should  have  never  occurred.  I am  most  angry  at 
myself.  Because  I fell  victim  to  the  hate  that  this  country  was  founded  on. 
I have  left  behind  two  beautiful  children.  I have  left  behind  a girlfriend. 
I have  left  behind  a family  who  have  tried  to  accept  me,  despite  all  the 
turmoil  I have  put  them  through.  I have  left  behind  friends  who  have 
supported  me,  regardless  of  all  my  faults." 

" And  yet,  I still  do  not  have  enough  love  for  myself.  I am  sorry." 

"In  time,  we  will  find  an  end  to  all  this  madness.  I give  my  love  to  all 


those  who  have  passed  on  to  more  peaceful  realms.  I give  all  my  love  to 
those  that  have  been  enslaved  by  the  system." 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  99  03:43:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  4-10 


MEI 


(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

4 


There  was  never  a dreamer,  never  a visionary,  who  did  not 
know  the  virtues  of  nature. 


5 

Find  the  perfect  music  of  the  spirit,  and  know  fulfillment. 

6 

Dance  the  joy  your  heart  feels. 

7 

Feel  the  winds  blowing  through  you,  cleansing  your  spirit  of  all  sorrow. 

8 

The  joyous  heart  has  as  many  blessings  as  the  stars  in  the  sky,  na  hoku. 

9 

Give  me  the  wings  of  a bird,  and  I will  possess  all  the  world! 

10 

My  heart  leaps  with  the  dolphins  in  the  incredible  blue  of  the  ocean. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


— "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  26  April  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Mon,  26  Apr  1999  15:34:52  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Indian  Month 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

American  Indian  Month  1999  - Saint  Paul  & Minneapolis 

Opening  Day  ceremonies:  Saturday,  May  1,  1999  11a.m.  -lp.m 
Science  Museum  of  MInnesota-Auditorium 
Reception  to  follow  in  Arts  & Science  Center 
10th  Street  & Wabasha  Saint  Paul. 

May  1 & 2 Honor  the  People  Pow  Wow 
Winona  State  University 

Maxwell  Field,  Winona,  Minnesota  507-457-5245 

Monday  May  3-  Open  House  and  Dance  Demonstration 

Center  for  Lifelong  Learning  11am  - 3pm 

1030  University  Avenue  West  *******  Feast  at  12:30p.m. 

Tuesday  May  4-  Without  Reservation:  Brule's  Story 
7pm  The  Ordway  Music  Theatre 

345  Washington  Street,  St. Paul. MN.  Tickets  $14-$19  Children  4-17  half  price 


Info:  651-224-4222 


Wednesday  May  5-  Chili  & Fry  Bread  Feast 
American  Indian  Flousing  Corp. 

Il:00am-Field  next  to  the  Mpls.  Indian  Center  ***  Free! 

Thursday  May  6-  Youth  Flonoring  Night  Awards  Ceremony  and  Feast 

Grades  k-12  5:30-8:30pm  Arlington  Senior  High  School  1495  Rice  Street 

Sponsored  by  St. Paul  Public  Schools  Indian  Education  Program  651-293-5191 

Friday  MAY  7-  First  Annual  Pow  wow-Minneapolis  Community  & Tech  College 
1501  Hennepin-Minneapolis,  Grand  Entry:  1pm  & 7pm 

Sunday  May  9-  Mother's  Day  Celebration  Mille  Lacs  Museum  12  - 5pm 

Wednesday  May  12-  Service  Providers  Open  House-  9:30am-ll:00am 
2300  15th  Aveneu  South-Sponsor:  Mn.  Indian  Women's  Resource  Center 

Thursday  May  13-  Spring  Feast  Women  of  Nations/Eagle's  Nest  Shelter 

6pm  - 8pm  627  Smtih  Avenue  - Hall-St.  Paul,  MN.  info: Beryl  651-222-5830 

extl07 

Wednesday  May  19-Family  Bingo  with  Healthy  Nations 
7pm  -9pm  Seating  at  6:30pm 

Minneapolis  American  Indian  Center  1530  East  Franklin 

Thursday  May  14-  All  Nations  Culture  Fair-Mounds  Park  All  Nations  Magnet 
School  1075  East  Third  Street,  St. Paul,  Mn.  6:30pm  - 8:30pm  Vendors  & Food 

Friday  May  15-  American  Indian  OIC  20th  Anniversary  Open  House 
12  NOOON-  Feast  1845  East  Franklin  Minneapolis 

Saturday  May  22-Leech  Lake  Enrollees  are  invited  to  a picnic  at  Waubun  Park 
11am  - 3pm  Next  to  Minnehaha  Falls-  Minneapolis 

Thursday  May  27-  Indian  Taco  Feed  & Community  Forum  "Improving  Police, 
Medical  and  Court  Response  to  American  Indian  Victims  of  Violence"  5 - 7pm 
Hubbs  Literacy  Ctr.  1030  University  Avenue  West  St. Paul,  MN. 

Friday  May  28-  Center  School  Spring  Festival 
2421  Bloomington  Avenue  Minnneapolis  721-1655 

Friday  - Sunday  May  28-30  Leech  Lake  Traditional  Spring  Pow  Wow 
Cass  Lake,  MN. 

Sunday  May  30-  Guest  in  the  Gallery:  Mona  Smith 
Minnesota  History  Center  345  Kellogg  Blvd.  St.  Paul 
Filmmake  will  discuss  a film  of  her  choice. 

Monday  May  31-  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  AMVETS  Memorial  Pow  Wow 

12  - 6pm  Mille  Lacs  Museum  grounds  Hwy  169,  12  miles  north  of  Onamia,  Mn. 

Adults  $5.00  3$  for  children  6-12 

++For  further  information  contact  Greg  Barrett:  651-290-4849. 


Date:  Wed,  21  Apr  1999  14:24:07  -0800 
From:  "Randy"  <rjohnson@ci . soldotna> 

Sub j : Pow  Wow  May  7-9  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula  in  Alaska 

Newsgroups : alt . culture. a la ska , alt . native, own . natives, soc .culture . native 

1st  Annual  United  League  of  Native  Nations  Gathering 

In  Soldotna  Alaska,  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  9mi  east  of  Kenai  Alaska. 

Located  along  the  Sterling  Highway. 

Mother's  Day  Weekend,  May  7th,  8th  & 9th 
Sponsored  by: 


7th  Generation  Drum  Group 

Fireweed  Dancers  w / Elder  Louise  Rhodes 

Soldotna  Equestrian  Association 

The  purpose  of  this  particular  Pow  Wow  is  to  celebrate  and  honor  the  women 
of  our  communities  on  Mother's  Day  Weekend.  We  hope  to  bring  together  the 
many  people,  native  and  non-native  in  a Drug  and  Alcohol  free  environment 
for  all  of  the  families  and  peoples  to  come  together  and  enjoy. 

Location : 

Soldotna  Rodeo  Grounds,  camping  on  site. 

Booth  space  available:  $15.00  per  day.  Table  & chairs  not  provided.  Call  for 
booth  information:  (907)283-9442 

Gathering  Agenda: 

May  7th,  Friday 

3:00  - ? Travel  Day  - Welcoming  people  to  the  Pow  Wow 

May  8th,  Saturday 
10:00  Begin  Pow  Wow  with  a Prayer 
10:15  Grand  Entry  - Pow  Wow  Begins! 

2:00  Memorial  Dedications 
5:00  Break  for  POTLUCK  Dinner 
6:30  Resume  Pow  Wow  until  ? 

May  9th,  Sunday 

10:00  Begin  Pow  Wow  with  a Prayer 
10:15  Grand  Entry  - Another  Pow  Wow  day! 

12:00  Break  for  Mother's  Day  Lunch 
3:00  Giveaway  for  Mothers 
6:00  Gathering  Closing 
e-mail  for  info:  rcj@alaska.net 


Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  11:13:12  -0700 
From:  "Harry  D."  <der@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : SEMINAR  AT  LEECH  LAKE  TRIBAL  COLLEGE 

My  associate  partner  and  myself  have  been  invited  to  present  the 
following.  It  has  been  made  open  to  the  public. 

Leech  Lake  Tribal  College,  Route  3,  Box  100,  Cass  Lake  Minnesota 

(218)335-2828 

Presents 

The  Power  of  a SECURE  MIND--  a Native  Perspective 

Would  you  like  to  know  the  answer  to  the  following  questions? 

1.  Why  do  many  Natives  experience  powerful  spiritual  insights  in  their 
sacred  ceremonies,  and  still  live  psychologically  dysfunctional  lives  on 
a day  to  day  level? 

2.  Why  is  there  so  little  respect  among  our  community  members? 

3.  Why  do  the  children  not  listen  to  their  parents? 

4.  Why  are  drugs  and  alcohol,  suicides,  sexual  abuses,  family  violence 
symptoms  and  not  THE  CAUSE  of  the  problem? 

5.  Why  do  the  People  whom  are  so  spiritually  wise,  have  weak  teamwork 
skills? 

- Learn  how  to  be  secure  more  of  the  time 

- The  connection  between  the  mind,  secure  thoughts  and  a secure  community 

- Self-esteem  for  the  Children 

"People  have  to  remember  that  the  children  are  our  future, 
think  about  it  for  a while, 
what  we  need  is  a cure, 
while  the  children  are  unsure, 
before  it  is  too  late. 

And  they  take  over." 

Myrtle  Smith,  1998,  Member  of  Samahquam 


The  Innate  Native  Health  Realization  Model  will  change  your  community. 


Experience  the  Principles  of  this  Model  --  the  understanding  of  the 
Principles  empowers  all  listeners.  This  model's  success  is  transferable 
to  your  Native  community  and  will  provide  the  cure  and  prevention  that 
you  have  always  dreamed  of. 

Keith  Blevens,  Ph.D.  in  Clinical  Psychology  (Tel:  (360)  466-2300);  and 
Harry  Derbitsky  of  ACT  Training  Inc  (Tel:  (604)  943-8720)  have 
successfully  provided  services  of  counseling  and  community  education 
sessions  to  the  members  of  the  Native  communities  of  Tsawwassen, 
Samahquam,  Douglas,  Skatin,  Mt.  Currie+  Head  of  the  Lake  School. 

Date:  Friday,  May  7 and  Saturday,  May  8. 

Time:  9:00  - 12:00  and  1:30  - 4:00 


Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  11:09:13  -0700 

From:  Shane  Dimerfield  <sjimerfield@sw-center.org> 

Sub  j : SOUTHWEST  WILDERNESS  WORKSHOP 

The  SOUTHWEST  WILDERNESS  WORKSHOP 
Saturday  5/1  - Sunday  5/2 
Albuquerque,  NM 

Sponsored  by  the  New  Mexico  Wilderness  Alliance,  the  Southwest  Forest 
Alliance  and  The  Wilderness  Society 

Where:  Lovelace  Education  Center,  Alb,  NM  (write  for  directions) 

When:  Saturday,  May  1,  8-5 
Sunday,  May  2,  8-1 
Cost:  FREE! 

Speakers  Include: 

Mayor  Dim  Baca  - Alb.  Mayor,  Former  Dir.  of  BLM 
Dave  Foreman  - Chairman  of  the  Wildlands  Project 
Dave  Parsons  - Dir.  of  FWS  Wolf  Release  Program 
Heidi  McIntosh  - Utah  Wilderness  Leader 

Pam  Eaton  - Regional  Dir.  (4  Corner  States)  of  The  Wilderness  Society 
Pete  Morton  - Resource  Economist  for  TWS 
Dim  Dontz  - Dir.  of  American  Lands 

Ken  Rait  - Dir.  of  Oregon  Natural  Resource  Council,  Amer  Heritage  Forest 
Campaign 

to  come,  contact  annecarl@swfa .org  or  nmwa@earthlink.net 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

Meherrin  Spring  Festival 
Saturday  May  1st ... .Tribal  Grounds,  Winton 
Head  Male  Dancer:  Keith  Anderson,  Cherokee 
Head  Lady  Dancer:  Biah  Seminole,  Cherokee 
MC:  Michael  Butler, Ojibwe 

Host  Drum  : RedWolf 

Dancers  raffle  and  giveaway 

Vendors  contact:  Meherrin  Tribal  Office  (252)  398-3320 
Grand  Entry  11:00  am 

dancers  must  be  in  full  regalia  to  dance  ....and  must  dance  in  order 
to  be  eligible  for  raffle  


The  American  Indian  Society  of  Washington  D.C. 

Mothers  Day  Traditional  Pow  Wow 

May  8 & 9,99  at  Indian  Pines 
Sat  May  8,10  am  to  6 pm 
Sun,  May  9,  10  am  to  4 pm 
Grounds  open  at  10  am 
Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon 

for  more  information  call  301-877-9616-vendors  by  invitation  only 


23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 
May  28-30th 


Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 

Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Ave 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


The  Cathedral  Lakes  May-Day  Celebration  (Pow  Wow)  will  be  held  May  21, 

22  & 23,  1999,  Keremeos,  Southern  B.C.  Canada,  in  the  beautiful  Ashnola 
Valley  where  you  will  be  surrounded  by  cliffs  and  there  is  plenty  of 
camping  along  the  Ashnola  River. 

FIOST  DRUM:  1995/96/98  World  Class  singing  Champions  - High  Noon, 

Flobbema,  Alberta,  Canada 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  3erry  Meninick  - Yakama  - Toppenish,  Wa.  U.S.A. 
ARENA  DIRECTORS:  Alex  0.  Shepherd  - Paiute/Nava jo  - St.  George,  Ut.  U.S.A. 
HONORARY  DRUM:  Dine'  Nation  3r.'s  - Tuba  City,  Arizona,  U.S.A. 

SPECIAL  GUEST  : LITEFOOT  - Concert  Saturday  evening. 

GRAND  ENTRIES:  Fri.  -7:00  pm.  Saturday  & Sunday  - 1:00  pm.  & 7:00  pm. 

HAND  DRUM  CONTEST  - Northern  style 

3UNI0R  3 AMES  SPECIAL  - Boys  5 years  old  and  under 

ADULT  CATEGORIES:  Mens:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Womens:-  Traditional,  lingle  & Fancy 
TEEN  CATEGORIES:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  lingle  & Fancy 
3UNI0R  CATEGORIES:  7 - 12:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  lingle  & Fancy 
ADULT  GOLDEN  AGE:  Mens:  - Combined 

Womens:-  Combined 

STICKGAME  TOURNAMENT 

Starting  Saturday,  May  22/99  at  noon. 

HORSE  RACING  99 

Sat  & Sun,  May  22  & 23/99  at  4:00  pm. 

And  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  VENDORS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

FOOD  CONCESSIONS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

Please  pay  before  set  up  - provide  your  own  generators 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  - 3 AY  BEGAYE  AT  1-250-499-7056 

NO  COLLECT  CALLS  -PLEASE! 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 


at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday,May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation .. for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : 30HN  3 EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


Date:  Mon,  12  Apr  1999  08:37:40  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : Harvard  University  Powwow 

5th  Annual 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY  POWWOW 

Saturday,  May  1,  1999 

Grand  Entry  at  Noon.  Ends  at  7:00  p.m. 

Sever  Quad,  Harvard  Yard 
(Quincy  Street) 

Cambridge,  MA 

Rain  Location:  Radcliffe  Quadrangle  Athletic  Facility,  60  Garden  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA 

Host  Drum:  Three  Winds  Drum 

Head  Man  Dancer  Aaron  Terrance  Mohawk 

Head  Woman  Dancer  Ursula  Dillard,  '00  Navajo 

Arena  Director  Brian  Anderson,  '00  Southern  Ute 

Emcee  Leroy  Little  Bear  Blackfeet 

Honor  Guard:  The  Wichita  Intertribal  Warrior  Society  Honor  Guard 
Featuring  the  dance  troop  The  Keepers  of  the  Eastern  Door  (Mohawk) 

Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

For  more  information,  call  Kasy  Wood  at  the  Harvard  University  Native 
American  Program  at  (617)  495-9058  or  kay_wood@harvard.edu. 

Sponsors:  Harvard  University  Native  American  Program  - Native  Americans  at 
Harvard-Radcliffe  - Student  Association  Cabinet  (GSE)  - HGSE  Student 
Affairs  Office  - Native  American  Law  Students'  Association  - Harvard 
Indigenous  Peoples  n(HGSE)  P Native  American  Health  Organization  (HMS)  - 
Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology 


Harvard  University  Native  American  Program 

Read  House,  Appian  Way 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

(617)  495-4923 

fax  (617)  496-3312 

WWW  site:  http://hugsel.harvard.edu/~nap/ 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 


Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce. 

Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 
powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5019 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:20:00  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 

More  Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
for  Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 

Note:  the  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  the  accompanying  text: 

AD  - Arena  Director,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HM  - Head  Man, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HS  - Head  Singer, 

HH  - Host  Motel,  ND  - Northern  Drum,  SD  - Southern  Drum, 

FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies, 

GE  - Grand  Entry. 

Also  Note:  some  events  are  not  strictly  of  Native  American  origin,  but 
may  be  of  interest  to  enough  readers  to  include  their  listing  in  these 
pages.  Such  events  will  be  prefaced  with  the  following  symbol:  (**).  Some 


events  are  subject  to  cancellation  or  postponement , so  be  sure  to  call 
ahead  before  you  go. 

Apr.  29-May  1:  (**)  Native  American  Gathering  & Welcome,  Tellico  Plains, 
TN.  Sponsored  by  the  Tellico  Plains  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  this  event 
is  aimed  at  welcoming  the  Cherokee  & other  displaced  First  Nations  people 
back  to  their  homelands.  There  will  be  arts  & crafts  vendors  on  hand,  and 
all  downtown  merchants  will  be  open.  Hours  are  llam-8:30pm  Thursday  & 
Friday;  9am-9pm,  Saturday.  Saturday's  scheduled  events  include: 
Demonstration  Dancing  by  Bo  Taylor  of  the  Eastern  Band  Cherokees  at  9am, 
noon  & 4:30pm;  The  3ody  Brown  Family,  a Native  American  Gospel  group, 
will  perform  at  10:30am;  Storytelling  by  Freeman  Owle  of  the  Eastern  Band 
Cherokee  at  1:30  & 3pm;  Music  from  local  entertainer,  David  G,  at  6pm;  and 
at  7:30pm,  Wolf  Patterson,  a Native  entertainer  of  the  Ditadaht  Nation  in 
Canada,  will  be  performing.  The  Qualla  Arts  & Crafts  Mutual  out  of 
Cherokee,  NC,  will  also  have  a booth  set  up.  More  info:  (423)  253-9246, 
(888)  924-6687,  http://ns.tellico.net/~tellicoplainscc/,  or 
tellicoplainscc@tellico.net . 

Apr.  30-May  2:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  Co.  Fairgrounds, 

Anniston,  AL.  HM:  Anthony  Waters,  HL:  Donna  Dulaney,  AD:  D.R.  Tucker,  MC: 
Gary  Smith,  HD:  Southwind;  Honor  Guard  provided  by  Native  American  Warrior 
Society;  Special  Entertainment  by  Ditadaht  singer/entertainer.  Wolf 
Patterson.  Vendor  spaces  still  available.  On-site  camping  for  vendors  only. 
Schedule:  Friday,  9am-3pm,  Students  Day/5pm-9pm,  general  admission; 
Saturday,  10am-8pm  (GE:  11am);  Sunday,  10am-5pm  (GE:  noon). 

HH:  Ramada  Inn  Anniston  (256)  237-9777. 

Info:  Mark  & Ruth  Davis  (256)  820-7814. 

May  1-2:  Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival,  begins 
at  7am  at  Ft.  Toulouse,  near  Wetumpka,  AL,  and  follows  the  188-mile  route 
of  the  Mitchell  Trace  to  the  Oakville  Indian  Mound  Park  in  Oakville,  AL. 

All  riders  are  welcome  to  join  for  all  or  part  of  the  ride  that 
commemorates  the  Creek  people  who  were  forcibly  removed  from  their  Alabama 
homeland  in  1835  & 1836.  The  Festival,  at  Oakville  Indian  Mound  Park,  will 
be  9:30am-6:30pm  on  Saturday,  & 10am-5pm  Sunday.  There  will  be  Traditional 
Creek  Dancing,  Fancy  Dancing,  Story  Telling,  Flint  Knapping,  Basket 
Weaving,  Native  American  Food  & Craft  Vendors.  Drums  include  Caney  Creek 
Singers  & White  Horse  Singers.  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Color  Guard 
will  be  on  hand,  and  there  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  to  honor  all  veterans. 
Honored  guests  include:  Dimmy  Sanders,  master  artist  & tanner;  Dan 
Townsend,  renowned  Native  American  shell  carver;  outstanding  flute  player 
& recording  artist,  Larry  Campbell;  Dohnny  Hawk's  traditional  Creek  Dance 
Team;  & ALLVETS,  national  veterans  organization.  Camping  is  available, 
along  with  hot  showers  & restrooms.  Info:  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120, 

(256)  773-7611,  or  (256)  350-9162  or  SoColors@aol.com.  Vendor  spaces  may 
still  be  available. 

May  1-2:  Bridgeport  Native  American  Day,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport,  AL.  Info:  Ian  Newman  (205)  495-2672. 

May  1-2:  (**)  Cosby  Ramp  Festival,  Kinnevista  Hill,  Cosby,  TN.  See  April 
24  entry  (above)  for  description  of  ramps.  Activities  include:  beauty 
pageant,  entertainment,  ramps  & eggs,  BBQ  pork  & chicken,  pone  bread, 
pinto  beans,  fried  fatback  & homemade  desserts.  Info:  Duane  Click  or  Derry 
Cody  (423)  623-0786  or  623-5725. 

May  5-7:  (**)  Poke  Sallet  Festival,  on  the  Town  Square,  Gainsboro,  TN. 
Another  wild  food  of  the  southland!  Activities  include  music,  food, 
contests,  arts  & crafts.  Info:  Dackson  County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PO  Box 
827,  Gainesboro,  TN  38501  (931)  268-0971. 

May  6-8:  Southeastern  Indian  Cultural  Festival,  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  Anniston,  AL.  Speak  with  Native  History  enactors  in 
period  clothing,  visit  a Creek  hunting  camp,  listen  to  story  tellers  & 
observe  dance  demonstrations.  There  will  also  be  hands-on  activities  for 
children,  with  demonstrations  of  Native  American  life  skills,  etc.  Price 
of  admission  includes  entrance  to  the  museum  exhibit  hall.  Info:  Anniston 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  (PO  Box  1587)  800  Museum  Dr.,  Anniston,  AL 
36202  or  (256)  237-6766  for  Lisa  Worsham.  Call  (800)  489-1087  for  a 
visitor' s guide. 

May  7-9:  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored 


by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  the  event  (which  was  previously  held 
at  the  World's  Fair  Site)  will  take  place  at  the  Knoxville  Farmers'  Market, 
next  to  the  Knoxville  Crossing  Mall  (formerly  known  as  East  Towne  Mall) . 

MC:  Do  Do  Rice  (Oto/Sauk-Fox) , HM : Lowery  Begay  (Navaho),  H L : loAnne 
Steele  (Lakota),  Sr.  Princess:  Kikki  Standing  Deer  (Ponca/Cherokee),  FID: 
Cedar  Tree  Singers.  Over  $7,500  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Floop,  & 
Tipi  competitions.  Reserved  pow  wow  seating  (bring  lawn  chairs/blankets). 
Camping  & restrooms  onsite.  Contact/information:  Traders,  (423)  687-9675 
or  rlspi@icx.net;  Drums  & Dancers,  (423)  609-7009,  (423)  579-1384  or 
jrouam@lock-net.com;  Tipi  Owners,  (423)  475-9286  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 
Website:  http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/ 

May  7-9:  Mothers  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cahaba  Shrine  Park,  Huntsville,  AL. 
Info:  (256)  859-4470  [Park],  or  (256)  379-4751  [Karen]. 

May  8:  (**)  International  Migratory  Bird  Day,  Ocoee  Whitewater  Center, 
near  Ducktown,  TIM.  Includes  interpretive  programs  & nature  hikes,  with 
bird  viewing  & identification.  Info:  Teresa  Bidez  or  Sherry  Sparks,  Ocoee 
Whitewater  Center/Cherokee  National  Forest,  Route  1,  Box  285,  Copperhill, 

TN  37317  (423)  496-5197. 

May  14-16:  Lawrence  County  Schools'  Indian  Festival,  Oakville  Indian 
Museum,  Oakville,  AL.  Info:  (256)  905-2494. 

May  14-16:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Spring  Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns,  Valley 
Head,  AL.  HD:  Southeast  Sunrise  Singers,  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  lacquie 
Ravenheart  Saeger,  HH:  Quality  Inn,  Fort  Payne  (800)  228-5151.  Info:  Sally 
Eastman  (256)  635-0024.  Sponsored  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama.  On-site  camping  available. 

May  18-20:  Trail  of  Tears  Association  Annual  Conference,  Sweetwater,  TN. 
Includes  lectures,  workshops,  fellowship.  Info:  (931)  946-7848  or  948-7846. 

May  22-23:  East  Hickman  County  Pow  Wow,  Wrigley's  L.A.  Miller  Ball  Park, 
Lyles,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  Guest  Drums:  Eagle  Scouts,  and  Redhawk; 

MC:  Eddie  Nickens;  ST:  Rogers  Clinch;  HM:  Ken  Carpenter;  HL:  Dorothy 
Duckepoo;  Sr.  Princess:  Olivia  Breeden;  Hr.  Princess:  Bethany  Baker;  Head 
Veteran:  Clayton  Priest.  Info:  Sheila  or  Grady  Hones  (931)  670-5465. 

May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shepherdsville,  KY.  Info: 

(502)  331-9792. 

Ongoing:  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  Vonore,  TN.  Operated  by  the  Eastern 
Band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  and  open  daily,  except  for  Thanksgiving  & 
Christmas  days. 

Hours:  Mon. -Sat.,  9am-5pm;  Sun.,  noon-5pm.  Info:  Sequoyah  Birthplace 
museum,  Citico  Road  (PO  Box  69),  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246. 

For  more  information  on  Tennessee  events,  contact  the  Tennessee 
Department  of  Tourist  Development,  5th  Floor,  Rachel  Hackson  Building,  320 
Sixth  Avenue  North,  Nashville,  TN  37243. 

For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  dial  1-800 -ALABAMA. 

Note:  This  newsletter  is  published  free  of  charge  to  all  those  seeking 
information  on  Native  American  events  in  the  Southeast.  You  may  feel  free 
to  copy  or  pass  this  information  on  to  anyone  who  you  feel  is  interested 
in  such  events. 

To  have  your  e-mail  address  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list,  simply 
send  a message  to  wanige@aol.com,  stating  your  wishes.  You  may  also  send 
updates,  cancellations  or  additional  pow  wow  or  festival  information  to 
this  address. 


Sub j : Carolina/Virgina  Spring  Events 
Date:  Thu,  22  Apr  1999  12:00:37  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest  in  the  Carolinas,  Virginias  & Maryland 

Apr.  30-May  2:  Cherokee  Survivors  Motorcycle  Rally,  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

Apr.  30-May  2:  Native  American  Indian  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Metrolina 
Indian  Center,  Charlotte,  NC.  Native  dancers  only.  Winners  must  show  proof 
of  tribal  affiliation.  Info:  Letha  Dial  (704)  331-4818,  fax:  (704)  331-9501 
(M-F,  8-5). 

May  1:  Meherrin  Spring  Festival,  Meherrin  Tribal  Gounds,  Winton,  NC. 


Info:  Denise  on  Terry  Hall  (252)  332-6992. 

May  1:  Virginia  Beach  Veteran's  Honoring  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  Trashmore  Park, 
Virginia  Beach,  VA.  Info:  Donald  Brightpath  ((757)  497-7654.  or 
(757)  471-5884. 

May  1:  Occaneechee  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Occaneechee  State  Park, 
Clarksville,  Va.  [No  pets  allowed,  no  vendor  spaces  open] 

Info:  (804)  374-2210. 

May  1:  Frisco  Native  American  Museum  Intertribal  lourney  Home  Pow  Wow, 

Cape  Hatteras  School,  Buxton,  NC.  Info:  (252)  995-4440,  fax:  (252)  995-4430, 
or  journeyhome@nativeamericanmuseum .org. 

May  1-2:  lanes  Island  Pow  Wow,  lanes  Island  State  Park,  Chrisfield,  MD. 
Info:  (410)  623-2660. 

May  2:  Waynesville  Ramp  Festival,  at  the  American  Legion  Field,  downtown 
Waynesville,  NC.  Local  music  & entertainment;  noon  until  5:00pm. 

Info:  (828)  456-3517. 

May  6-20:  Contemporary  Cherokee  Masks  & Maskmakers,  at  the  Museum  of  the 
Cherokee  Indian,  Cherokee  Indian  Reservation,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  7-31:  Lynn  Lossiah, author/illustrator  of  The  Secrets  & Mysteries  of  the 
Cherokee  Little  People,  will  be  in  residence  at  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee 
Indian,  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  7-9:  Lumbee  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Robeson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lumberton,  NC. 
Info:  (910)  521-2462  or  521-8602. 

May  8-9:  Occaneechee  State  Park  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Clarksville, 
VA.  Info:  lohn  Blackfeather  (919)  732-8512,  or  Occaneechee  Ranger's 
Office  (804)  374-2210. 

May  8-9:  AIS  of  Washington,  DC,  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Indian  Pines, 
Ruther  Glenn,  VA.  Info:  Chuck  Tsinnie  (301)  877-9616. 

May  14-16:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  in  memory  of  Russel  Two  Feathers. 

At  Tomahawk  Park,  near  Copley,  WV.  Sponsored  by  Mother  Earth  Beat  & 

Tomahawk  Park.  Host  Drums:  Mother  Earth  Beat,  Two  Feathers;  Guest  Drum: 

Red  Bird  Singers;  Invited  Drums:  Turtle  Clan  Drum,  Buffalo  Drum,  New 
Village  Singers;  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red  Basket;  MC:  Stewart 
Many  Hands;  AD:  lohn  Shadow  Eagle;  Security:  Tony  Little  Goat. 

Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647  or  Sandy  Little  Robin  (304)  349-2088, 
or  charlton@cwv.net,  or,  Mel  Walking  Bear  (304)  253-7351,  ext.  1431; 
or  wkngbear@gwv.net. 

May  14-16:  Tuscarora  Nation  Annual  Gathering,  Cory  Road,  Maxton,  NC. 

Info:  Leon  Locklear  (910)  844-3352;  fax:  (910)  844-3940. 

May  15-16:  Richmond  Community  College  Pow  Wow,  on  the  RCC  campus,  Hamlet, 
NC.  Info:  Him  Davis  (910)  582-7000. 

May  15-Oct.  25:  Oconaluftee  Indian  Village,  Cherokee,  NC,  open  daily, 
9:00am-5:30pm.  Features  & activities  include  guided  tours  of  an  18th 
century  Cherokee  village,  a seven-sided  council  house,  artisans 
demonstrating  their  crafts,  explanations  of  culture  & lifestyles.  Located 
on  US  Hwy.  441,  adjacent  to  the  Mountainside  Theatre.  Info:  Oconaluftee 
Indian  Village,  PO  Box  398,  Cherokee,  NC  28719  (828)  497-2111  or 
cheratt@dnet.net.  Website:  www.dnet.net/~cheratt. 

May  21-23:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival,  Sharon  School,  King  William, 

VA.  Info:  (804)  769-2408. 

May  21-23:  Art  Show  by  Luzene  Hill,  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian, 

Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  22-24:  Monacan  Indian  Nation  Pow  Wow,  Elon,  VA.  Info:  Daniel  Red  Elk 
(804)  384-4676,  or  Monacan  Tribal  Office  (804)  946-0389. 

May  28-31:  Art  Show  by  Marina  Robbins,  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian, 
Cherokee  Indian  Reservation,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  29-30:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds  of 
the  Cherokee  Indian  Reservation,  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  Eddie  (888)  291-0632, 
or  Mary  lumper  (828)  497-2822.  For  further  info  on  this  & other  events  on 
the  reservation,  contact:  Cherokee  Tribal  Travel  & Promotions,  PO  Box  460, 
Cherokee,  NC  28719,  or  (800)  438-1601,  (828)  497-9195/fax:  (828)  497-3220. 
Website:  www.cherokee-nc.com.  All  events  subject  to  re-scheduling  or 
cancellation . 

May  29:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  King  William,  VA. 

Info:  Roland  Adams  (804)  769-2408,  lean  Adams  769-0881  (evenings),  or 
769-0041. 


May  29-30:  Indian  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  Chesapeake  City  Park, 
Chesapeake,  VA.  Free  admission.  Info:  Bill  Petree  (757)  421-3145,  or 
(757)  393-1637. 

May  29-30:  Monacan  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Amherst  County,  VA.  Info: 

(804)  929-1792  or  (919)  779-5044. 

May  30:  All  Nations  Indian  Club  Spring  Pow  Wow,  Preinkert  Field  House, 
University  of  Maryland  campus.  College  Park,  MD.  MC:  Sam  Windyboy 
(Chippewa/Cree) ; HM:  TBA;  HL:  TBA;  Head  Gourd  Dance  Singer:  Michael  Rose; 
HD:  Silver  Cloud  Singers  (New  York  City);  AD-Northern:  Clayton  Old  Elk 
(Crow);  AD-Southern:  Don  Neconie  (Kiowa).  Gates  open,  10am;  Gourd  Dancing, 
noon;  Grand  Entry  & competition  dancing,  1:30pm.  Info:  (703)  222-9101. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Robert  Quiver,  lanet  Smith,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign, 
Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes,  Martha  E Ture,  Larry  Kibby,  Tom  Schlosser, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Dev,  Frank  Blazquez, 
Paul  Barnsley/Windspeaker/Native  Americas  Journal,  Anthony  W.  Smith, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Nicholas  Wilson, 

Harvey  Arden,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 
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Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.019 

0 

')//')/  /)'))/)  /'))/)  0 o 0 

/ / / / / / /--/  III / III o o 0 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 o o o o 0 

, _ , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  019  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' May  8,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cree  frog  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Passamaquoddy  Alewive  moon 
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Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  FOL-L,  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"A  long  time  ago  the  Creator  came  to  Turtle  island  and  said  to  the  Red 
People,  You  will  be  the  keepers  of  the  Mother  Earth.  Among  you  I will 
give  the  wisdom  about  Nature,  about  the  interconnectedness  of  all 
things,  about  balance  and  about  living  in  harmony.  You  Red  people  will 
see  the  secrets  of  Nature.  You  will  live  in  hardship  and  the  blessing 
of  this  is  you  will  stay  close  to  the  Creator.  The  day  will  come  when 
you  will  need  to  share  the  secrets  with  other  people  of  the  earth 
because  they  will  stray  from  their  Spiritual  ways.  The  time  to  start 
sharing  is  today." 

Don  Coyhis,  Mohican 


+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  ! 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Nothing  in  most  of  our  lives  can  possibly  be  more  important  than  to 
take  the  time  to  sincerely  send  prayers  for  those  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma 
who  lost  so  much  to  the  devastating  tornados  and  winds  that  swept  their 
lives  away  in  mere  moments  that  seemed  to  last  forever.  Help  those  who 
have  shed  their  earthly  robes  and  are  on  their  journey  across;  and  help 
those  who  remain  find  strength  to  carry  on. 

I am  pleased  to  see  language  workshops  show  up  in  our  events  listings 
more-and-more.  This  encourages  my  hope  our  languages  and  our  cultures 
are  not  dying  as  quickly  as  the  dominant  society  wishes.  In  some  nations, 
such  as  the  Eastern  Band  Cherokee,  there  is  even  a reversal,  making  the 
language  of  the  People  mandatory  for  youth  in  rez  schools.  I send 
thanks  to  the  elders  and  leaders  who  keep  this  as  part  of  their  vision. 


The  mascot  issue  is  clearly  not  as  pleasing  in  Florida.  Maybe  Florida 
just  needs  a strong  grandmother  like  Dallas,  Texas'  Peggy  Larney.  With 
help  from  a lot  of  people,  and  the  patience  to  explain  again  and  again 
to  many  who  really  didn't  want  to  hear  why  mascot  names  are  harmful  and 
denigrating,  Peggy  inspired  a new  regulation  that  stopped  the  entrenched 
history  of  using  Native  Peoples  as  mascots  throughout  the  entire  Dallas 
Independent  School  District.  I send  thanks  for  this  wonderful  strength 
and  leadership. 

We  don't  want  to  be  the  latest  hot  trend  merchandise,  history  with 
our  culture  stored  under  glass  in  a museum,  or  subjects  for  a high-gloss 
coffee  table  book.  Our  honor  is  in  living  as  the  People  we  were  created 
to  be. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30197,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Chief  Osceola  Mascot 
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Date:  Sat,  01  May  1999  09:46:41  -0400 
From:  KDawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 

Subj : seminole  mascot  bill  defeat 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  bill  which  would  have  made  FSU's  "Seminole"  nickname  and  "Chief 
Osceola"  mascot  law  was  defeated  in  the  House  38  - 0.  The  bill's 
sponsor,  a former  FSU  student,  says  the  legislation  will  be  proposed 
again  next  year. 

http : //www. naples news . com/today /f lor ida/d2853 28a . htm 

Legislature:  Senate  votes  to  put  Seminoles  nickname  into  law,  but  bill 
dies  in  House 
Saturday,  May  1,  1999 
Associated  Press 

TALLAHASSEE  - It  may  be  politically  incorrect  for  Florida  State 
University  to  call  its  sports  teams  Seminoles,  but  the  name  won't  become 
law. 

The  Florida  Senate  on  Friday  voted  38-0  for  a bill  (HB  1735)  that  would 
require  Florida  State  to  continue  using  the  nickname  and  sent  it  to  the 
House. 

But  the  House  did  not  take  action  on  the  measure  before  the  legislative 


session  ended,  killing  the  bill.  The  bill  would  have  also  decreed  that  FSU 
keep  Chief  Osceola  as  its  mascot  and  garnet  and  gold  as  its  school  colors. 

"For  those  of  us  who  are  of  the  garnet  and  gold  persuasion  it  is  time, 
in  fact  it  is  long  past  time,  for  us  to  defend  the  heritage  that  is 
Florida  State  University,"  said  Sen.  Dim  King,  R-lacksonville,  an  FSU 
alumnus . 

American  Indian  activists  and  others  have  complained  that  Indian 
nicknames  and  mascots  are  derogatory  and  have  prevailed  upon  several 
universities  to  drop  them. 

"What  they  are  doing  is  extremely  . . . disrespectful  of  the  memory  of  a 
very  great  Indian  chief,"  said  Suzan  Shown  Harjo,  president  of  The  Morning 
Star  Institute,  a Washington-based  Indian  rights  group.  "How  dare  they 
turn  him  into  a mascot  of  a sports  team." 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  however,  does  not  object  and,  according 
to  its  chief,  lames  Billie,  takes  pride  in  Florida  State's  nickname  and 
mascot . 

"This  is  not  anti-anything, " King  said.  "Will  it  stop  the  constant 
conversations?  Probably  not.  But  at  least  we  will  have  in  statute  that 
which  is  our  heritage." 

The  Florida  State  provisions  were  amended  onto  a bill  to  name  state 
buildings . 

The  bill's  Senate  sponsor.  Minority  Leader  Buddy  Dyer,  who  has  a law 
degree  from  Florida  State's  arch-rival,  the  University  of  Florida, 
grudgingly  accepted  the  Seminole  amendment. 

"As  a Gator,  this  really  pains  me,"  said  the  Orlando  Democrat. 

American  Indian  Sports  Team  Mascots 

http : //www. geocities . com/~earnestman/lindexpage . htm 

"Little  drops  of  rain  wear  away  the  greatest  of  stones." 

"RE : Protesters  Tell  of  Broken  Treaties"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Apr  1999  22:55:15  -0700 

From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanajin@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Protesters  tell  of  'broken  treaties' 

Sioux  Falls  Argus  Leader,  Sioux  Falls  SD  - New  article 
features  Laframbois  island  camp  in  Pierre  SD.  --RQ 


Protesters  tell  of  'broken  treaties' 

URL:  http : //www . a rgus leader . com/news /art icle2 . shtml 
By  TERRY  WOSTER 
Argus  Leader  Staff 
published:  4/28/99 

PIERRE  --  A protest  camp  on  LaFramboise  Island  near 
Pierre  is  bringing  to  life  century-old  treaty  rights,  a leader 
of  the  movement  said  Tuesday. 

Tom  Cheyenne  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  told 
about  25  visitors  to  the  island  camp  that  he  joined  the  protest 
to  draw  attention  to  an  1868  treaty  that  gave  western  South 
Dakota  to  his  people. 

"We're  still  fighting  for  our  land  and  our  water,"  Cheyenne 
said.  "It's  an  awakening  for  the  people.  It's  time.  There  has 
to  be  action." 

Cheyenne  and  six  other  members  of  the  Lakota  Student 
Alliance  established  the  camp  March  22.  LaFramboise  is  an 
island  in  the  Missouri  River  midway  between  Pierre  and  Fort 
Pierre . 

The  protesters  want  Congress  to  reopen  hearings  on  a law 
passed  last  fall  that  transfers  much  of  the  riverside  land  from 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  the  state,  and  to  two  of 
the  four  Indian  tribes  whose  reservations  border  the  river. 

"I  came  here  to  stand  up  for  our  rights,"  said  Dan  Merrival, 
another  Pine  Ridge  camp  leader.  "I  have  three  daughters.  I'm 
here  to  make  sure  they  get  justice.  Not  only  them,  but  all  of 


our  unborn  children." 

The  government  took  the  land  in  question  nearly  four  decades 
ago  when  it  built  the  the  dams  and  flooded  the  river  bottom. 

Later,  however,  it  decided  some  of  the  taken  land  was 
surplus,  not  needed  for  operation  of  the  dams. 

U.S.  Sen.  Tom  Daschle  and  Gov.  Bill  Janklow  spearheaded 
the  transfer  plan.  Both  officials  have  said  efforts  were  made 
to  include  all  interested  people  when  the  transfer  plan  was 
being  prepared. 

The  protesters  argue  that  a treaty  signed  at  Fort  Laramie  in 
1868  promised  all  of  South  Dakota  from  the  east  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  Sioux  tribes.  All  the  tribes  that  signed  the  treaty 
should  have  been  consulted  before  the  transfer,  they  say. 

Camp  members  explained  their  position  to  Pierre-area 
members  of  the  Peace  and  Justice  Center,  a group  that 
focuses  attention  on  issues  involving  social  justice. 

The  visitors  and  the  camp  members  sat  or  stood  around  a 
wood  fire  in  a clearing  on  the  island.  Bikers  pedaled  by  on 
their  way  to  the  paths  on  the  island.  To  the  west,  the  Missouri 
River  reflected  the  orange  of  a setting  sun.  To  the  east,  above 
a stand  of  tall,  gnarled  cottonwood  trees,  a white,  nearly  full 
moon  was  barely  visible. 

Robert  Quiver  Jr.  said  a treaty  has  a spirit  that  can't  be 
destroyed,  just  as  birds  and  animals  and  the  earth  itself  have 
spirits . 

"You  can't  own  it,"  he  said. 

LaFramboise  is  a nature  area  operated  by  the  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Camping  isn't  allowed.  The  corps  issued 
temporary  permits  for  the  protesters,  who  say  the  treaty  of 
1868  is  all  the  permission  they  need  to  occupy  the  land. 

"A  spiritual,  nonviolent,  civil  disobedience  is  what  we're 
calling  it,"  Quiver  said. 

Jim  Ackerman  of  Pierre  organized  the  Peace  and  Justice  visit. 

Before  the  meeting,  he  said  he's  aware  that  federal  court 
decisions  and  past  actions  of  Congress  have  diminished  many 
treaty  provisions. 

"But  I can  hope  for  action,"  he  said.  "It  takes  somebody  to 
stand  up  and  start  it.  These  people  need  to  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  explain  the  issue." 

"RE:  Standing  for  the  Past  In  Peace"  

Date:  Sat,  1 May  1999  20:43:15  -0700 

From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanajin@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Freeman  Courier:  Standing  for  the  Past  In  Peace 

Conflict  Stems  from  Treaty  Interpretations 

"State,  Sioux  disagree  on  Lone  Wolf,  Laramie  treaties." 

by  Amy  Bennett 

Freeman  Courier-Freeman  SD 

Saturday,  May  1,  1999 

Freeman  Courier-Freeman  SD 
Email:  freecour@dtgnet.com 
URL : http : //members .tripod . com/ f reecour 

One  of  the  issues  being  protested  is  the  Mitigation  Act.  The  act 
involves  taking  nearly  200,000  acres  of  land  along  the  Missouri  riverbanks 
from  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  and  transferring  it  to  the  state  of  South 
Dakota  and  two  tribes. 

The  Sioux  want  the  return  of  land  that  is  rightfully  theirs  as  promised 
by  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868.  The  Mitagation  Act  gives  some  of 
that  land  to  the  state  - which  goes  against  the  1868  treaty. 

Sen.  Tom  Daschle  (D-SD)  and  Gov.  William  Janklow  (R-SD)  crafted  the 
Mitigation  Act.  It  was  passed  in  October  1998  as  part  of  the  1999  Omnibus 
Appropriations  Act.  The  Mitagation  Act  came  out  of  an  inquiry  made  by 


Daschle  into  riverbank  jurisdiction  in  the  mid- '90s,  said  Bob  Mercer, 
lanklow's  press  secretary. 

At  first,  Daschle  backed  away  from  the  issue  because  of  its  controversy, 
Mercer  said.  But  then,  Mercer  said  Daschle  and  lanklow  wondered  what 
it  would  take  to  have  the  riverbanks  that  are  controlled  by  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  back  in  the  control  of  the  state  and  the  tribes. 

Negotiations  began  and  all  the  river  tribes  were  invited  to  participate, 
Mercer  said.  Both  the  Crow  Creek  and  Standing  Rock  reservations 
declined  to  be  a part  of  the  transfer. 

The  act  was  defeated  when  introduced  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  a bill.  But  when  included  in  the  Appropriations  Bill,  it  passed  Oct. 

21,  1998.  Mercer  said  the  bill  had  problems  passing  in  the  House  because 
the  Army  Corps  is  powerful  politically.  When  an  opportunity  presented 
itself  to  reintroduce  the  bill  as  part  of  the  Appropriations  Bill,  Daschle 
took  it,  Mercer  said. 

Both  the  Lower  Brule  and  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  tribes  were  offered 
Missouri  riverbank  land  along  their  reservation  boundaries,  which  are 
presently  controlled  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  two  tribes  were 
also  offered  $57  million  to  share.  In  return  for  the  land  transfer.  South 
Dakota  would  gain  nearly  200,000  acres  of  land  to  use  for  hydro-electric 
power,  wildlife  and  recreational  development,  control  of  the  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  Missouri  River  the  entire  length  of  the  state,  including 
jurisdiction  over  American  Indian  fishing  rights. 

Some  members  of  the  tribes  claim  the  legislation  was  added  as  a budget 
rider  without  a hearing  and  against  the  wishes  of  the  five  S.D.  Sioux 
tribes  who  opposed  the  land  transfer  because  it  violates  the  Treaty  of 
1868.  And  according  to  the  campers  on  LaFramboise  Island,  the  land 
transfer  is  not  valid  unless  three-fourths  of  the  males  of  all  of  the 
Sioux  tribes  in  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  agree  to  any  changes  in  the  treaty. 

Before  the  act  was  passed,  only  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule 
Sioux  tribes  agreed.  The  others  - the  Oglala,  Standing  Rock,  Rosebud, 
Yankton,  Crow  Creek,  Sisseton  and  Flandreau  Sioux  tribes  - continue 
to  oppose  the  act.  The  Cheyenne  River,  Lower  Brule,  Standing  Rock 
and  Crow  Creek  reservations  all  have  land  along  the  riverbanks  although, 
according  to  an  1868  treaty,  all  of  the  Sioux  tribes  have  water  and 
mineral  rights  to  the  land  in  question. 

A history  lesson 

South  Dakota  is  home  of  the  Great  Sioux  Nation,  which  consists  of  Dakota, 
Lakota  and  Nakota  tribes. 

By  the  early  19th  century,  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  dominated  the  northern 
Plains,  which  included  most  of  the  Dakotas,  northern  Nebraska,  eastern 
Wyoming  and  southeastern  Montana.  With  the  U.S.  government's  purchase 
of  land  in  1803  - the  Louisiana  Purchase  - westward  expansion  began.  The 
Great  Sioux  Reservation  system  was  established  in  1868  at  Fort  Laramie. 

The  reservation  encompassed  much  of  present-day  South  Dakota  west  of 
the  Missouri  River,  including  the  Black  Hills.  This  treaty  essentially 
prohibited  non-American  Indians  from  entering  reservation  territories 
and  diminished  the  amount  of  land  available  to  a culture  that  was  once 
nomadic.  If  any  land  were  to  be  transferred,  three-quarters  of  the  males 
of  the  entire  Great  Sioux  Nation  would  have  to  agree  on  the  transfer. 

In  1889,  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation  was  split  into  six  smaller 
reservations.  Heads  of  households  and  single  people  older  than  18 
years  were  given  parcels  of  land  according  to  the  General  Allotment 
Act  of  1887,  or  Dawes  Act.  The  Dawes  Act  opened  up  West  River  for 
settling  and  allowed  individual  Indians  to  settle  their  own  land  or  sell 
it,  as  some  did. 

While  the  1868  treaty  recognized  the  Great  Sioux  as  a sovereign 
nation,  the  Lone  Wolf  case  of  1903  says  otherwise.  In  the  Lone  Wolf 
case,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  Indian  tribes  were  "wards  of  the 
nation"  and  "communities  dependent  upon  the  United  States."  The 
court  said  after  100  years  of  treaty-making,  no  Indian  nation  or  tribe 
should  be  recognized  as  an  independent  nation,  tribe  or  power  that 
the  government  could  contract  by  treaty;  therefore,  any  treaty  lawfully 
made  and  ratified  with  any  nation  or  tribe  prior  to  1871  was  considered 


invalidated.  Lone  Wolf  also  said  that  if  Congress  takes  any  land  from 
tribes , the  tribes  must  be  fairly  compensated. 


The  conflict 

The  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868  is  what  the  stand  at  LaFramboise  is 
about.  The  Sioux  say  the  treaty  gave  them  all  the  land  west  of  the  east 
bank  of  the  Missouri  River.  "To  be  more  specific,  it  said  they  would  not 
encroach  upon  our  land  and  mentioned  specifically  the  east  bank  of 
the  Missouri  River,"  Robert  Quiver  said.  Quiver,  an  Oglala  Sioux  from 
the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  was  one  of  the  original  protesters 
on  the  island.  But  the  state  says  the  Lone  Wolf  decision  has  set  a 
precedent  and  only  an  act  of  Congress  or  the  Supreme  Court  can 
recognize  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty.  "Even  if  the  state  wanted  to 
recognize  the  treaty  of  1868,  it  can't,"  Mercer  said. 

Mercer  said  Daschle's  bill  marks  the  first  time  that  tribes  would  be 
able  to  regain  land  and  jurisdiction  along  the  riverbanks.  The  land 
along  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  River  is  often  called  "take  land" 
because  it  was  taken  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  when  the  dams 
on  the  river  were  built.  Both  the  tribes  and  individual  landowners  who 
had  land  along  the  riverbank  received  compensation  for  the  land,  as 
required  by  Lone  Wolf. 

"The  tribes  signed  settlements;  they  (the  ACE)  may  not  have  been  as 
fair  with  the  settlements  as  they  could  have  been,"  Mercer  said.  And 
the  Mitigation  Act  came  out  of  an  inquiry  as  to  how  the  tribes  along 
the  river  could  get  back  jurisdiction  of  their  land. 

State's  position 

Some  Sioux  met  with  lanklow  after  the  initial  March  22  demonstration, 
lanklow' s told  them  was  the  Treaty  of  1868  is  no  longer  valid  because 
he  did  not  sign  the  treaty  and  none  of  the  people  present  signed  the 
treaty.  "He  has  to  deal  with  things  the  way  they  are  today,"  Mercer 
said.  And  the  governor  thinks  transferring  the  land  to  the  state  and 
the  tribes  would  be  a way  for  both  entities  to  move  forward,  together. 

With  South  Dakota,  instead  of  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  in 
control  of  the  riverbanks,  lanklow  envisions  a river  more  accessible 
to  the  average  South  Dakotan.  Mercer  said  lanklow  thinks  the  state 
can  better  manage  recreation  and  better  protect  cultural  resources 
along  the  Missouri  River.  The  corps  doesn't  spend  a lot  of  time  on 
recreational  development,  Mercer  said,  and  the  state  would  make 
development  of  recreation  a priority,  although  lanklow  doesn't  want 
10,000  condos  along  the  riverbanks,  either,  Mercer  said. 

The  protesters  are  calling  for  an  environmental  impact  statement; 

Mercer  said  if  it's  necessary  by  federal  standards,  it  will  be  done. 

It  would  be  more  than  one  year  before  any  changes  along  the  river 
would  take  place,  he  said.  The  state  is  hoping  to  get  boat  ramps  in 
the  water  in  the  next  18  months,  depending  on  surveying.  It  could 
be  five  to  six  years  before  a marina  could  be  built. 

The  state  intends  to  fund  a cultural  resource  commission  to  protect 
indigenous  gravesites  along  the  riverbanks.  Mercer  said  the  way  the 
commission  is  envisioned  now  is  that  tribes  will  have  representation. 

Three  affiliated  tribes  from  Fort  Berthold  in  North  Dakota  will  also  be 
involved  because  the  majority  of  the  burial  sites  along  the  river  are  of 
their  ancestors. 

"There's  no  fight  here  between  the  state  and  the  tribal  governments," 
Mercer  said.  "We're  trying  to  move  forward  together." 

"RE : NA  Grave  Termination  Hearings"  

Date:  Tue,  04  May  1999  00:02:36  -0500 
From:  Standing  Bear  <wlehr@mindspring. com> 

Subj : [Fwd:  [idigawesdi]  NA  Grave  Termination  hearings  to  start  for 
RiverLanding] 

Tu'ti  wrote: 

A subdivision  is  being  proposed  that  would  be  called  "River  Landing"  and 


is  proposed  for  an  area  of  the  Grassland  community  of  Williamson  County 
Tennessee.  It  is  248  acres,  and  lies  in  a bend  in  the  Harpeth  River, 
north  of  Franklin,  and  below  Cottonwood  Estates.  This  property  has 
NUMEROUS  problems  from  wetlands  to  sink  holes,  sewage  to  traffic  and 
significant  Native  American  site/s.  However  Nick  Fielder,  Tennessee 
state  archaeologist,  has  been  quoted  as  saying  'since  this  is  private 
land  then  no  consideration  of  environmental  issues  is  legally  required'. 

April  29,  1999,  From  Redwolf 

I have  just  received  word  from  Nick  Fielder  that  Geoff  King,  the  atty 
for  Lumbermans,  will  be  filing  a Petition  to  Terminate  a Gravesite  on 
the  Riverlanding  property  either  tomorrow  or  early  next  week.  This  will 
be  for  one  gravesite  found  on  the  hill,  not  the  gravesites  found  down  by 
the  old  barn. 

The  important  thing  and  to  me  the  most  discriminatory,  is  that  the 
archaeological  report  identified  two  other  grave  areas,  one  white  and 
one  African-American,  and  strongly  recommended  to  Lumbermans  that 
those  sites  be  left  alone  and  worked  around.  Yet,  they  cannot  do  the 
same  for  one,  isolated  prehistoric  Indian  grave!!!!!!!! 

It  is  blatantly  discriminatory  to  acknowledge  and  work  around  two 
entire  cemetaries  of  white  and  black  people  and  file  a petition  to  dig 
up  ONE  prehistoric  grave.  And  you  have  seen  this  story  before.  They 
claim  only  one,  then  get  in  there  and  suddenly,  there  are  MORE! 

SURPRISE,  SURPRISE!!! 

This  is  the  perfect  time  and  place  to  get  active.  The 
Williamson  County  Planning  Commission  has  already  publicly  declared  it 
doesn't  want  trouble  with  the  Indians.  Well,  by  damn,  give'em  some 
trouble!!  Political  pressure  properly  applied  could  go  a long  way  to 
stop  this  kind  of  open  discriminatory  policy. 

PLEASE  SEND  THIS  ANNOUNCEMENT  OUT.  RAISE  SOME  HELL!! 

Doe  "Redwolf" 

Please  visit 

http : //www.fortunecity. com/greenfield/port on/73 /River /River . html 
and  submit  your  opposition  to  this  project. 

"RE : A Legacy  of  Destruction"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Apr  1999  16:50:16  -0400 

From:  "Native  Americas  Journal"  <bfw2@cornell.edu> 

Subj : Akwesasne  Environments:  A Legacy  of  Destruction 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  article  is  provided  from  the  Spring  1999  issue  of  Native 
Americas  Magazine.  To  stay  informed  of  the  current  Native/indigenous  issues 
and  events  that  are  impacting  Native  peoples  throughout  Indian  Country  visit 
http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  and  read  Native  Americas:  Akwe:kon's 
Journal  of  Indigenous  Issues. 


Akwesasne  Environments,  1999 

Relicensing  a Seaway  After  a Legacy  of  Destruction 
Kallen  M.  Martin 

In  the  year  2003,  the  New  York  Power  Authority's  50-year  license  to  operate 
the  St.  Lawrence-FDR  Power  Project  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River  will  expire. 
The  project  includes  a power  dam  and  generating  station,  and  facilities  that 
control  water  levels  and  divert  water.  The  project  also  traverses  the 
ancestral  waterways  of  the  Mohawks  of  Akwesasne.  Of  interest  to  the  Mohawks 
are  the  issues  of  liability  and  damage  restoration  to  its  properties  since 
the  construction  of  the  dam  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  in  1953,  issues 
which  NYPA  has  not  had  to  address  until  now. 

"Since  the  mid-50's,  NYPA  has  never  had  to  deal  with  us.  All  of  a sudden  it 
has  to,"  said  Mary  Fadden  Arquette,  DVM,  PhD,  of  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk 
Tribe's  Environmental  Division.  Based  on  changes  to  federal  regulations. 


tribes  are  considered  the  equal  to  states  in  setting  environmental 
standards.  Power  authorities  are  now  required  to  consult  with  communities 
that  lay  within  their  operational  area  in  the  relicensing  application 
process.  As  a result,  the  Tribe  is  one  of  many  stakeholders  in  the  current 
process . 

As  positive  as  this  is,  the  relationship  between  governments  has  to  be 
reinforced.  "It  took  a long  time  for  NYPA  to  understand  we're  not  just 
another  local  group,"  said  Mary  Arquette.  The  Tribe,  operating  from  the 
basis  of  the  Two-Row  Wampum,  wherein  two  governments  work  side  by  side  on  a 
nation-to-nation  basis  without  interfering  with  the  other,  has  seen  some 
setbacks.  "They're  still  not  sold  on  the  process,  even  though  we've 
described  the  parallel  process  and  provided  cultural  sensitivity  training  to 
them,"  added  Mary  Arquette. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  local  communities  in  NYPA's  operations  area  are 
committed  to  keeping  utility  rates  low.  Consequently,  their  support  of 
NYPA's  relicensing  application  is  almost  a given.  In  some  cases,  that 
support  is  contingent  on  improvements  made  to  waterfronts  and  recreational 
areas,  or  on  financial  commitments  to  economic  development  projects  by  NYPA 
as  compensation  for  damage  when  water  levels  are  raised  or  lowered. 

"All  the  communities  upriver  have  benefited  from  the  hydroelectric  project," 
said  Him  Ransom,  executive  director  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Environmental  Task 
Force  and  former  director  of  the  Tribe's  environmental  division,  "but  we've 
born  the  brunt  of  the  damage."  During  the  mid-1950's  development  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Seaway  and  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Dam,  which  NYPA  operates,  the 
longstanding  fishing  industry  at  Akwesasne  was  dramatically  altered.  As  fish 
and  other  aquacultures  changed,  so  did  fishing  at  Akwesasne.  With  the  cheap 
hydropower  came  the  insurgence  of  new  corporate  neighbors  like  Alcoa, 
Reynolds  Metals  and  General  Motors  (GM),  and  the  dumping  of  toxic-laden 
waste  into  the  river,  devastating  a once  thriving  economy  and  healthy 
environment . 

Reynolds  Metals  recently  settled  out  of  court  a decades-long  case 
documenting  fluoride  damage  to  community  livestock.  The  $10  million 
settlement  compensated  the  farmers,  many  of  whom  were  driven  out  of  business 
by  the  contamination.  General  Motors  recently  spent  $500  million  cleaning  up 
the  site  where  they  dumped  tons  of  waste  containing  PCBs  (polychlorinated 
biphenyls,  toxic  compounds  formed  by  industrial  processes)  into  the  river.  A 
nearby  lagoon,  which  borders  on  Akwesasne  territory,  referred  to  locally  as 
"Contaminant  Cove,"  has  yet  to  be  dredged. 

Despite  the  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars  for  cleanup,  the  environment 
at  Akwesasne  remains  unhealthy.  Fish  from  the  St.  Lawrence  river  cannot  be 
eaten,  wells  which  once  provided  drinking  water  to  families  living  near  the 
GM  facilities  have  been  replaced  with  bottled  water,  and  asthma  cases 
continue  to  rise  among  families  that  live  near  the  Reynolds  plant.  "When  the 
wind  is  blowing  north,  I don't  let  any  of  my  children  outside,"  said  Peggy 
Thompson,  a wetlands  specialist  with  the  Tribe.  Although  there  is  little 
documentation  supporting  a direct  connection  between  the  industrial  smoke 
billowing  out  of  Reynolds'  smokestacks  and  asthma,  Thompson  noted  first  hand 
how  much  worse  her  children's  asthma  is  when  the  wind  carries  the  smoke  over 
her  house. 

What  has  been  documented  is  the  linkage  between  PCBs  and  breastmilk. 

Numerous  scientific  studies  undertaken  by  the  First  Environment  Research 
Project,  have  shown  that  nursing  mothers  exposed  to  PCBs  were  more  than 
likely  to  be  passing  the  PCBs  on  to  their  newborns  when  they  breastfed.  The 
effect  of  PCBs  on  human  health  is  the  subject  of  two  current  studies  at 
Akwesasne,  one  on  adults  and  the  other  on  youth  and  children.  A third  study 
is  attempting  to  estimate  the  amount  of  PCBs  residents  have  been  exposed  to. 
PCBs  are  known  to  affect  brain  waves,  sex  hormone  systems  and  their 
development,  thyroid  functions  and  immune  systems.  In  children,  the  most 
severe  effect  is  brain  damage.  Initiated  by  Mohawk  midwife,  Katsi  Cook,  and 


the  Akwesasne  Task  Force  on  the  Environment,  the  First  Environment  Research 
Project  is  a community  based  organization,  working  with  the  State  University 
of  New  York  (SUNY)  at  Albany  with  funding  from  the  EPA  (Environmental 
Protection  Agency)  Superfund. 

The  community  was  first  alerted  to  PCB  contamination  in  the  mid-80's  when 
Mary  Arquette,  then  working  as  an  intern  with  Ward  Stone,  a pathologist  with 
the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  tested  a 
snapping  turtle  found  near  "Contaminant  Cove"  PCBs.  It  contained  2000  parts 
per  million  (ppm)  of  PCBs.  In  comparison,  the  EPA  standard  for  edible  fish 
is  2 ppm.  That  initial  finding  led  to  more  testing  and  subsequently  the 
breastmilk,  health  and  human  studies  in  order  to  document  the  routes  PCBs 
take  in  the  food  chain  and  then  the  effect  on  human  health. 

In  addition,  GM  was  placed  on  the  Superfund  list  by  the  state.  It  was  fined 
$507,000  for  21  counts  of  illegally  dumping  and  storing  PCB-laden  waste 
onsite  and  in  the  river.  In  the  early  90's,  GM  dredged  an  area  of  the  river 
adjacent  to  their  outflow  pipe  and  stored  the  waste  onsite  covered  by  a 
plastic  tarp.  While  the  men  in  white  protective  body  suits  who  were  involved 
in  the  dredging  were  cautious  about  their  work,  the  sludge  containing 
various  amounts  of  PCBs  were,  until  recently,  left  open  to  the  elements.  The 
EPA  announced  in  1997  that  the  best  course  of  action  for  GM  to  take 
regarding  the  sludge  was  to  have  it  carted  away  and  stored  by  a company 
licensed  to  store  toxic  chemicals.  But,  the  company's  onsite  disposal  areas 
still  contain  PCB-laden  waste,  which  reservation  environmentalists  say  is 
unacceptable . 

All  of  the  industrial  plants  near  Akwesasne  used  PCB-based  oil  as  a fire 
retardant  until  the  practice  and  substance  was  banned  by  the  EPA  in  1978.  In 
some  cases,  inadequate  storage  of  the  PCBs  on  an  industrial  site  found  its 
way  into  groundwater  systems  or  leaked  into  nearby  rivers.  In  other  cases, 
actual  dumping  of  PCB-laden  waste  into  those  waterways  took  place. 

The  issues  of  compliance  and  regulation  have  both  the  EPA  and  the  community 
working  together.  In  most  cases,  it  is  the  community  that  struggles  to  find 
personnel  to  monitor  GM  and  work  with  NYPA  and  bring  to  light  Alcoa's  role 
in  polluting  the  river.  The  Tribe's  18-member  Environmental  Division  is 
charged  with  monitoring  air  and  water  quality,  wetlands  use,  energy 
conservation,  hazardous  material  response,  solid  waste,  regulation  of  gas 
stations  and  database  development. 

The  importance  of  the  environment  to  the  community  is  evident  not  only  in 
the  number  of  staff  in  the  environmental  division,  but  in  the  host  of 
programs  sponsored  by  other  community-based  environmental  organizations, 
like  the  First  Environment  Research  Projects.  The  concern  of  the  First 
Environment  project  was  the  womb,  considered  by  its  founder  to  be  a baby's 
first  set  of  surroundings,  or  environment,  and  impacts  upon  that 
environment.  The  breastmilk  study  was  the  first  of  many  community  studies 
that  looked  at  the  relationship  between  PCBs  and  human  health.  The  Akwesasne 
Task  Force  on  the  Environment  (ATFE)  provides  a coordinated  approach  to 
tackling  environmental  problems  and  offers  additional  educational,  advocacy 
and  hands-on  projects.  These  include  the  black  ash  and  sweet  grass  projects, 
examining  the  materials  used  in  Akwesasne' s sweet  grass  basket-making 
economy,  as  well  as  aquaculture  projects  to  reintroduce  edible  fish. 

"The  environment  here  has  a different  significance  than  in  mainstream 
society,"  said  Ken  lock,  director  of  the  Environmental  Division,  "The  people 
here  feel  the  environment  is  their  mother  and  depend  on  it  to  be  healthy." 
All  of  the  programs  and  services  the  division  offers  have  not  only  been  in 
response  to  the  needs  of  the  community,  but  also  to  maintain  environmental 
standards  established  by  the  community. 

"The  respect  for  the  natural  world,  that's  the  core  of  the  community  and 
that's  what's  being  threatened,"  Ransom  said.  Fishing,  for  example,  has  a 
host  of  Mohawk  words  and  traditions  attached  to  it.  With  fishing  all  but 


nonexistent,  the  use  and  practice  of  those  words  and  traditions  has 
disappeared  as  well. 

"How  do  you  replace  the  tradition  and  the  language  associated  with  fishing? 
It's  a living  language,  it  has  to  be  used  in  context,"  said  Mary  Arquette 
about  the  declining  use  of  the  Mohawk  language.  Mary  Arquette  heads  up  a 
project  that  will  assess  the  damage  to  the  culture  of  the  Mohawk  community 
inflicted  by  the  nearby  industries. 

The  relationship  between  the  industries  and  NYPA  was  to  strengthen  the 
economy  of  the  region.  But,  that  relationship  has  permitted  "New  York  State 
to  subsidize  the  pollution  of  the  river,"  said  Mary  Arquette.  As  part  of  its 
relicensing  application,  NYPA  is  funding  two  grants  to  the  Mohawk  community 
to  document  the  Mohawks'  ties  to  the  river  and  a cultural  resources  plan  to 
establish  a restoration  process. 

As  these  developments  progress,  the  First  Environment  Research  Projects  is 
awaiting  results  of  its  men's  study.  This  investigation  looked  at  the 
lifestyles  and  fish  consumption  of  men  married  to  or  fathers  of  children 
whose  mothers  breastfed.  Those  mothers  and  breastfed  children  were  the 
subject  of  the  breastmilk  study.  Yet  another  study  will  be  addressing  the 
grandparents  of  the  children  in  the  breastmilk  study  to  determine  the 
presence  of  transgenerational  PCB  contamination. 

The  human  health  study  on  youth  and  children  currently  underway  is  conducted 
jointly  by  the  Environmental  Health  Branch  of  the  Mohawk  Council  of 
Akwesasne  in  Canada,  SUNY  Albany,  the  Tribe's  Health  Services  (under  which 
the  Environmental  Division  is  housed),  and  the  NYS  Department  of  Health.  The 
First  Environment  Research  Projects  and  SUNY  Albany  sponsor  the  adult  study, 
while  SUNY  Albany  and  the  ATFE  sponsor  the  third  study  on  the  amount  of  PCB 
exposure.  Funding  has  come  from  a number  of  different  sources,  depending  on 
the  project,  but  in  the  case  of  the  three  current  studies,  funding  is 
typically  through  the  EPA  Superfund.  The  environmental  organization's 
association  with  SUNY  Albany  was  initially  developed  to  help  secure  both 
funding  and  scientific  reliability  in  its  attempts  to  document  PCB 
contamination.  While  most  of  the  funding  has  remained  in  Albany,  recent 
developments  may  see  that  relationship  change  so  that  the  community  benefits 
more  than  it  has  in  the  past. 

The  past  will  soon  be  catching  up  to  Alcoa,  a major  aluminum  producing  plant 
located  a few  miles  upriver  from  Akwesasne  near  the  village  of  Massena,  NY. 
It  has  been  a mainstay  in  the  region  since  1908  and  has  dumped 
PCB-containing  waste  into  the  Grasse  River  during  that  time.  The  Grasse 
River  flows  into  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  which  in  turn  flows  through  Mohawk 
territory.  "In  1995,  Alcoa  did  a hot-spot  study  and  found  levels  of  PCBs  up 
11,000  ppm,"  said  Dave  Arquette,  an  environmental  specialist  with  the  Tribe. 
"Those  areas  have  been  removed  from  the  river  and  stored  in  a secured 
landfill,"  he  added.  But  a six  to  eight  mile  stretch  of  the  Grasse  River 
still  contains  contaminated  sediment.  Eventually,  that  stretch  of  river  will 
require  cleanup. 

"Alcoa  is  doing  the  same  thing  that  General  Electric  has  done  on  the 
Hudson,"  said  Ken  lock.  "It's  hired  the  same  consultants.  They  hope  by 
studying  the  problem  it'll  just  go  away,"  lock  added.  Alcoa  is  Akwesasne 's 
oldest  corporate  neighbor  and  has  been  dumping  since  1908.  "It  took  them 
almost  100  years  to  pollute  the  river,  it  may  take  another  100  years  to 
repair  the  damage,"  said  lock.  The  challenge  is  daunting,  but  lock  and 
others  agree  on  one  thing  - the  people  will  not  give  up  their  fight  for  a 
healthier  environment.  "After  we're  long  gone,  there'll  be  others  picking  up 
where  we've  left  off,"  he  added. 


Kallen  M.  Martin  (Mohawk)  is  a freelance  writer  from  Akwesasne. 
more  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu 
Copyright  1999  Native  Americas 
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Subj : "Who  Will  Help?" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Who  will  help  the  State  of  Washington  Tribes  defeat  the  "Dean" 
of  the  "Anti-Indian  Movement?" 

American  Indian  Reports  that  "The  Seattle  Times"  recently  reported 
that  Indian  Tribes  across  the  country  are  willing  to  pony  up 
millions  of  dollars  to  defeat  their  most  ardent  congressional  foe. 
Senator  Slade  Gorton. 

American  Indian  Reports  also  that: 

Ron  Allen,  head  of  the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  Tribe  and  President  of 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  stated  that  if  the  tribes 
have  a chance  to  beat  the  dean  of  the  anti-Indian  movement,  that 
tribes  everywhere  will  scramble  for  the  money. 

American  Indian  Reports  also  that: 

Some  tribal  leader's  are  expressing  concern,  in  that  Democrat 
challenger.  Governor  Gary  Locke,  the  Democracts  best  hope  of 
defeating  the  two  term  Republican  has  decided  not  to  run. 

American  Indian  Reports  also  that: 

Slade  Gorton,  while  Attorney  general  for  the  State  of  Washington, 
fought  the  tribes  on  fishing  rights  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  which  issued  a landmark  ruling  affirming  the  tribes  right  to 
half  the  state's  salmon  catch. 

American  Indian  Reports  also  that: 

Gorton  has  raised  the  ire  of  tribal  leader's  nationwide  with  a 
series  of  bills  seeking  to  cut  federal  spending  on  Indian  programs; 
Gorton  has  forced  tribes  to  waive  their  immunity  from  lawsuits  in 
order  to  receive  federal  funds. 

Indian  Country  Today  Reported  that: 

Gorton  already  has  $7  million  dollars  in  his  campaign  treasure. 

The  tribes  will  need  at  least  $10  million  or  so  to  wage  a successful 
campaign  against  the  "Dean  of  the  Anti-Indian  Movement." 

COMMENT  & OPINION: 
by:  Larry  Kibby 

Who  will  help?  Who  will  assist  the  Washington  Tribes  in  this 
endeavor  to  defeat  the  "Dean  of  the  Anti-Indian  Movement?" 

Unity  is  a relevant  factor  regarding  this  issue  and  the  Sovereign 
Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian  must  come  together  and  issue 
a justified  challenge  that  will  in  fact  make  a statement  of  serious 
respects  towards  a start  in  waging  a major  campaign  towards  the 
"Anti-Indian  Movement." 

For  hundreds  of  years,  anti-Indian  propaganda  has  been  forced  and 
imposed  upon  the  Sovereign  Nations,  and  through  these  endeavor's, 
the  government  and  society  has  played  a major  roles  in  distorting 
the  values  of  the  ancient  customs  and  belief's  of  the  Native  American 
Indian,  trying  to  bring  an  end  to  a culture  and  great  heritage. 

Now,  is  the  time,  for  a unity  of  togetherness,  that  will  promote 
and  advocate,  that  the  Sovereign  Nations  will  stand  together,  to 
begin  an  end  to  this  country's  "Anti-Indian  Movement",  and  to 
begin  with  defeating  Senator  Slade  Gorton,  is  just  as  good  a place 
to  start  as  any. 

Help  the  tribes  in  Washington  State  begin  the  campaign  to  defeat 
Senator  Slade  Gorton!  Compile  all  necessary  data  on  Senator  Slade 
Gorton's  past  activity  and  pass  it  around,  so  that  it  can  be 


added  on  to  the  already  compiled  material,  but  most  of  all,  every 
endeavor  should  be  structured  together  to  bring  down  his  allies 
within  the  ranks  of  the  Anti-Indian  Movement,  many  of  whom  are 
in  fact  member's  of  the  Republican  Party. 


<>  http://personalweb.sierra.net/~kibbey/main.html  <> 

<>  New  Material  is  Posted  Regularly  <> 

<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director-WSHPS  <> 

<>  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 

"RE : American  Indians  Describe  Beatings"  

Date:  Tue,  4 May  1999  10:01:54  EDT 
From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Subj : Indian  Beatings,  Article  from  the  Net-- 

American  Indians  Describe  Beatings 

By  Matt  Kelley 

Associated  Press  Writer 

Saturday,  April  24,  1999;  11:25  a.m.  EDT 

WAHPETON,  N.D.  (AP)  -- 

It  was  the  beating  she  didn't  get  that  still  haunts  Joyce  Burr. 

She  and  several  friends  were  hiding  from  a dormitory  matron  in  the  coat 
room  of  the  Wahpeton  Indian  School.  They  peeked  from  behind  the  coats  as 
the  enraged  matron,  herself  an  Indian,  caught  up  with  an  older  Chippewa 
girl  named  Judy  Karvonen. 

"That's  the  worst  beating  I've  ever  seen.  That  woman  used  coat  hangers 
and  everything  on  her,"  said  Burr,  a Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa/Oglala  Sioux. 
"You  can  imagine  not  trying  to  move,  trying  not  to  make  a sound,  when 
you're  seeing  that." 

Burr  was  just  one  of  thousands  of  American  Indian  children  sent  to 
boarding  schools  run  by  the  government  or  by  Christian  denominations.  The 
coat  room  beating  was  just  one  of  thousands  administered  in  the  name  of 
keeping  order,  of  crushing  Indian  identity,  of  immersing  Indian  children 
in  white  American  society.  Today,  about  10,000  Indian  children  are 
enrolled  in  the  schools,  though  their  mission  has  changed. 

Burr  herself  had  suffered  through  plenty  of  thrashings  at  Wahpeton, 
where  she  lived  from  1952  to  1959.  Dormitory  workers  beat  her  for  climbing 
trees,  or  for  not  making  her  bed  quickly  enough. 

Karvonen  became  Burr's  mentor  and  protector  after  Burr's  mother  died 
during  her  first  year  away  from  home.  Burr  and  her  friends  also  were  like 
sisters  to  Karvonen,  who  spent  five  years  at  Wahpeton  without  seeing  her 
family  on  the  Turtle  Mountain  reservation.  So  she  never  told  the  matron 
where  her  friends  were  hiding,  and  never  again  mentioned  the  coat  room 
beating  to  her  classmates. 

"I  just  withheld  everything  inside  me  and  wouldn't  cry  for  nobody  or 
nothing,"  Karvonen  said. 

The  worst  abuse.  Burr  said  nearly  45  years  later,  came  from  Indian 
dormitory  workers  who  had  attended  boarding  schools  themselves. 

"They  personally  took  great  glee  in  beating  you.  Some  of  them  were  very 
sadistic,"  Burr  said.  "...  I suppose  the  same  thing  happened  to  them,  so 
they  turned  around  and  did  the  same  thing  to  us." 

For  more  than  a century,  tens  of  thousands  of  American  Indians 
surrendered  their  childhoods  at  boarding  schools  like  Wahpeton,  a prairie 
outpost  45  miles  south  of  Fargo. 

The  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  began  opening  boarding  schools  in 
the  1870s,  joining  a parallel  system  of  religious  boarding  schools  for 
Indians  run  by  Christian  missionaries. 

Federal  boarding  school  enrollments  swelled  from  6,200  at  60  schools  in 
1885  to  more  than  17,000  in  153  schools  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  By 
1931,  nearly  one-third  of  Indian  children  were  in  boarding  schools,  a 
total  of  about  24,000.  Enrollments  have  declined  to  less  than  half  that 
number  at  52  federal  boarding  schools  today. 

At  both  government  and  mission  schools,  the  goal  was  the  same: 
obliterating  all  that  was  Indian. 


Former  students  and  boarding  school  historians  say  the  methods  were 
often  violent  and  humiliating  --  forcing  children  to  eat  lye  soap  for 
speaking  their  tribal  languages,  cropping  their  long  hair,  paddling  them 
for  having  Indian  medicine  bundles. 

"We  were  never  going  to  be  like  the  white  man,  no  matter  how  hard  we 
tried,  but  they  forced  us  to  try  to  be  like  the  white  man,"  said  Do  Anna 
Meninick,  a Yakama.  She  attended  the  government-run  Chemawa  Indian  School 
in  Salem,  Ore.,  in  the  1950s. 

"They  stripped  us  of  our  language.  They  stripped  us  of  our  religious 
beliefs.  They  stripped  us  of  our  family  life,  our  family  values.  They 
stripped  us  from  our  culture." 

Some  former  boarding  school  workers  say  much  of  the  abuse  stemmed  from 
ignorance  and  overwork. 

Sister  Miriam  Shindelar  was  a dorm  attendant  from  1967  to  1970  at  the 
Marty  Indian  School,  a Roman  Catholic  institution  on  the  Yankton  Sioux 
reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

"That  first  year,  I was  in  charge  of  91  high  school  girls,"  said 
Shindelar,  who  also  taught  at  the  school  from  1974  to  1984.  "You  didn't 
have  the  kinds  of  time  that  a family  would  have.  You  ended  up  being 
largely  a disciplinarian." 

Not  every  school  worker  was  abusive,  said  Esther  Horne,  89,  a Shoshone 
who  taught  at  Wahpeton  from  1930  to  1965. 

"There  were  some  people  who  were  harsh  on  the  children,  but  there  were 
also  a great  many  others  who  were  very  solicitous,  creating  a happy 
environment  in  the  dormitory,"  she  said. 

Other  boarding  school  officials  approved  of  the  beatings.  Phoenix  Indian 
School  Superintendent  John  B.  Brown  objected  in  1928  when  his  bosses  in 
Washington  ordered  a halt  to  corporal  punishment. 

"We  deal  with  a primitive  race,  with  persons  who  often  lack  appreciation 
of  the  reasons  for  good  behavior,"  Brown  wrote. 

Canada  had  its  own  system  of  boarding  schools  for  Indian  children,  and 
the  Canadian  government  has  acknowledged  that  physical  and  sexual  abuse 
was  widespread.  Last  year,  Canada  formally  apologized  and  set  aside  more 
than  $230  million  to  pay  for  counseling  programs  developed  by  tribal 
groups . 

A flurry  of  lawsuits  and  a royal  commission's  report  detailing  the 
abuses  forced  the  Canadian  government's  hand,  said  Shawn  Tupper  of 
Canada's  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs. 

"It  was  obvious  that  the  government  had  to  take  some  action  and  focus  on 
helping  these  people  recover,"  Tupper  said. 

No  similar  action  by  the  United  States  has  been  proposed  in  Congress, 
said  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  spokesman  Chris  Changery. 

Still,  the  boarding  school  story  is  not  just  a tale  of  misery.  Some 
former  students  saw  the  schools  as  a refuge  from  poverty,  abuse  or 
abandonment  at  home.  Many  say  they  gained  the  education  and  self-control 
needed  to  be  successful. 

One  is  Ernie  Stensgar,  chairman  of  the  Coeur  d'Alene  tribe  in  northern 
Idaho.  He  attended  the  Chilocco  Indian  School  in  north-central  Oklahoma  in 
1963-64. 

"When  I went  into  boot  camp  in  the  military,  it  wasn't  too  hard  for  me, 
because  I had  already  in  a sense  been  to  boot  camp,"  said  Stensgar,  who 
was  wounded  in  Vietnam. 

"Kill  the  Indian,  save  the  man."  That  was  the  motto  of  Gen.  Richard 
Pratt,  the  former  commander  of  an  Indian  POW  camp  who  founded  the  first 
off-reservation  federal  boarding  school  in  1879. 

The  government  bureaucrats  and  Christian  missionaries  who  molded  the 
boarding  school  system  had  the  same  idea.  Indians  must  be  forced  to  follow 
"the  superior  methods  of  the  white  man,"  Wellington  Rich,  the  first 
superintendent  of  the  Phoenix  Indian  School,  said  in  1890. 

At  the  very  least,  U.S.  Indian  Commissioner  Thomas  Morgan  said  that  year, 
it  was  "cheaper  to  educate  Indians  than  to  kill  them."  A predecessor,  Carl 
Schurz,  had  done  the  math,  calculating  in  1882  that  it  cost  nearly  $1 
million  to  kill  an  Indian  in  battle,  but  $1,200  for  eight  years  of 
schooling. 

So  students  marched  with  military-style  discipline.  They  exchanged  their 


own  buckskins  on  calico  dresses  for  neck-to-toe  uniforms. 

Government  boarding  schools  were  particularly  harsh,  former  students  and 
government  records  say.  The  schools  required  students  to  attend  Christian 
religious  services  on  Sundays  and  renounce  their  tribal  religions.  Many 
children  were  sent  into  surrounding  communities  to  work  for  white  families 
--  the  girls  as  domestic  servants,  the  boys  as  farmhands. 

In  the  late  1920s,  federal  boarding  schools  fed  students  thin  gruel, 
moldy  molasses  and  weak  coffee  for  11  cents  per  day,  the  equivalent  of  $1 
today.  Government  inspectors  in  the  1930s  cited  the  Haskell  Institute,  a 
federal  boarding  school  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  for  having  bathrooms  that  were 
nothing  more  than  a row  of  chamber  pots  lined  up  in  a closet. 

Classroom  instruction  took  up  half  of  the  day  or  less  at  most  federal 
schools,  with  the  rest  devoted  to  hard  labor.  Students  kept  the  schools 
running  by  doing  everything  from  building  the  buildings  to  raising 
livestock  and  harvesting  crops. 

Former  students  tell  of  being  forced  to  kneel  on  bare  wooden  floors  for 
hours  when  they  misunderstood  commands  barked  in  the  unfamiliar  English 
language.  They  remember  beatings  for  crying  out  of  homesickness.  They 
speak  of  being  chained  in  makeshift  jails  if  they  tried  to  run  away. 

"We  didn't  like  ourselves  because  we  were  Indian,"  said  Meninick,  now  a 
cultural  resource  officer  with  the  Yakama  Nation  in  south-central 
Washington.  "We  were  bad.  We  were  no  good.  We  were  uneducated,  illiterate. 
We  were  not  going  to  amount  to  anything." 

Some  schools  banned  parents  from  visiting,  lest  they  infect  their 
children  with  tribal  culture.  Being  separated  from  their  families  for 
months  or  years  meant  that  many  boarding  school  students  never  learned 
how  to  be  good  parents. 

"They  were  very  strict.  They  were  very  stern.  They  were  very  cold,"  said 
Ida  Amiotte,  77,  an  Oglala  Sioux.  She  attended  a Roman  Catholic  boarding 
school  in  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  in  the  1920s  and  '30s.  "My  children  always 
asked  me,  'Why  are  you  so  cold?  Why  don't  you  hug  us?'  I said,  'I  never 
learned  how."' 

Boarding  school  staff  also  forced  students  to  beat  their  classmates. 

Some  schools  used  the  "hotline,"  in  which  the  offending  student  was  forced 
to  walk  a gauntlet  of  classmates  wielding  belts  or  sticks  or  hairbrushes. 

"The  girls  had  to  walk  the  gauntlet  and  get  the  backs  of  their  legs 
switched,  and  if  the  switcher  was  too  light  on  the  switch,  they  had  to  do 
it  hard.  These  girls  had  legs  that  were  swollen  three  times  their  size," 
said  Vi  Hilbert,  who  attended  boarding  schools  in  Washington  and  Oregon  in 
the  1920s  and  '30s.  Hilbert  is  a member  of  the  Upper  Skagit  tribe. 

Students  died  by  the  hundreds  from  epidemics,  farm  accidents  and  other 
causes,  said  Cleveland  State  University  professor  David  Adams,  an  expert 
on  the  boarding  school  system.  Firm  numbers  are  unavailable  because  many 
schools  sent  seriously  ill  children  home  or  never  recorded  student  deaths, 
he  said. 

The  cemetery  at  Haskell  alone  has  102  student  graves.  Government 
documents  show  at  least  500  more  students  died  and  were  buried  elsewhere, 
said  Charles  Haines,  a biology  professor  at  what  is  now  Haskell  Indian 
Nations  University. 

Some  students  killed  themselves.  One  was  18-year-old  John  Thomas,  a Pima 
who  shot  himself  in  the  head  at  the  Phoenix  Indian  School  in  1896.  "No 
reason  for  such  act  can  be  ascertained,"  school  Superintendent  Harwood 
Hall  reported  in  a brief  dispatch  to  Washington. 

A graduate  of  the  Marty  Indian  School,  Glenn  Holiday,  became  a dormitory 
supervisor  there  before  killing  himself  in  1978  in  his  early  20s, 

Shindelar  said. 

"He  left  a message  saying,  'I  don't  know  which  world  I belong  in.  Some 
of  my  best  friends  are  white,"'  Shindelar  said.  "He  said  he  was  accused  by 
his  friends  of  being  an  apple  --  red  on  the  outside,  white  on  the  inside. 
And  the  struggle  was  too  much  for  him." 

Boarding  school  conditions  improved  as  government  and  church  policy 
gradually  shifted  away  from  forced  assimilation  and  enrollments  declined. 

"It  is  beautiful,  civilized  human  life  we  are  chopping  to  pieces  at 
sizeable  cost  to  the  taxpayer,"  reformer  lohn  Collier  wrote  about  boarding 
schools  in  1923.  A decade  later,  Franklin  Roosevelt  picked  Collier  to  head 


the  BIA,  and  Collier  tried  to  ban  beatings  and  improve  conditions  at  the 
schools.  Later,  Indians  themselves  began  running  the  BIA. 

Military  discipline  at  boarding  schools  was  mostly  gone  by  the  1950s. 

Schools  abandoned  most  of  their  hard  labor  programs  by  the  1960s.  After  a 
1969  congressional  report  declared  Indian  education  "a  national  tragedy," 
tribes  got  more  say  in  their  schools  and  began  introducing  aspects  of 
tribal  culture  into  the  classrooms. 

Now  35  of  the  52  government  boarding  schools  are  on  the  vast  Navajo 
reservation,  an  area  the  size  of  West  Virginia  that  includes  parts  of 
Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Utah.  Nine  schools  are  on  other  reservations  in 
South  Dakota,  Arizona,  Washington  and  Mississippi. 

Eight  federal  off-reservation  boarding  schools  remain:  In  Wahpeton; 

Pierre  and  Flandreau,  S.D.;  Talequah  and  Anadarko,  Okla.;  Salem,  Ore.; 

Riverside,  Calif.;  and  Santa  Fe,  N.M. 

The  off -reservation  schools  have  largely  evolved  into  specialized 
treatment  centers  for  troubled  Indian  youths.  Wahpeton  is  now  called 
Circle  of  Nations  and  is  overseen  by  a tribal  school  board. 

Joyce  Burr  has  returned  as  superintendent  of  the  school.  Karen  Gillis, 
an  Arikara  friend  who  hid  with  Burr  in  the  coat  room,  is  assistant 
superintendent . 

"We  know  how  it  was  and  how  it  can  be,  so  we  try  to  do  it  right  for  the 
kids  this  time  around,"  Gillis  said. 

When  Burr  became  superintendent  in  1995,  she  looked  up  Judy  Karvonen  and 
hired  her  to  oversee  the  girls'  dormitory. 

"They  (students)  seem  to  bond  with  you  better,  since  you've  been  to  a 
school  like  this  that  was  more  crude  and  harsh  than  this  is,"  Karvonen 
said . 

They  are  among  many  boarding  school  survivors  working  to  heal  the  hurts. 

Shindelar  led  a religious  service  last  year  at  which  Indians  and  whites 
prayed  and  sang  at  school  sites  where  abuses  occurred. 

Burr  has  enacted  strict  protections  for  her  students  at  Wahpeton.  "You 
even  verbally  abuse  these  kids,"  she  said,  "you're  out  of  here."  She 
dreams  of  organizing  a conference  of  healing  for  adults  who  were  abused  in 
the  Indian  boarding  schools. 

"I  guess  that  hurt  never  goes  away.  I'm  52,  and  I still  feel  it." 
c.  Copyright  1999  The  Associated  Press 

"RE : Black  Mesa  Elders"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Apr  1999  18:30:14  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Black  Mesa  Elders 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I have  been  having  some  email  problems  lately,  and  have  switched  to  a new 
mailing  program,  so  you  may  notice  some  slight  differences  in  the  message 
format . 

From:  "Dave  and  Candy  Rotering"  <cdrotering@mwaz . com> 

Date:  Wed,  28  Apr  1999  08:47:04  -0700 

I recently  spoke  with  one  of  the  core  workers  of  Black  Mesa  Indigenous 
Support  in  Flagstaff.  This  is  a group  of  very  NON-political  young  people 
who  care  deeply  for  all  the  elders  of  the  Black  Mesa/Big  Mountain  area. 

They  train  supporters  who  want  to  assist  the  elders  there  with  such  things 
as  herding  sheep,  repairing  roofs  and  corrals,  transporting  supplies,  caring 
for  infirm,  cooking  & any  thing  that  helps  them  maintain  during  the  stress 
of  threat  to  their  way  of  life  & impoundment's  of  livestock.  She  just 
returned  from  there  (where  she  goes  every  time  she  has  a day  off)  and  is 
very  worried.  The  elders  are  asking  for  supporters  to  stand  by  them.  They 
are  frightened,  especially  since  the  recent  shooting  of  a horse.  They  want 
our  help.  If  spending  a month  there  is  not  something  you  can  do,  maybe 
you  know  a student  or  someone  else  who  can  - maybe  one  you  could  sponsor. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  call  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  (520)773-8086 
- P.0.  23501,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002.  email  fbmsn@hotmail.com  or  granmonta@hotmail.com 


(They  have  no  computer.  Their  is  mail  is  at  the  school,  so  may  be  slower 
to  be  answered  at  times  than  you  might  expect.  But  they  will  answer.)  My 
friend  tells  me  the  phone  is  the  best  way  to  get  in  touch  right  now.  Please 
pass  this  on  - even  people  you  may  not  think  are  interested,  could  know 
some  that  are.  Word  of  mouth  is  very  effective.  If  you  aren't  aware  of 
the  situation  there,  please  check  the  internet  - there  is  much  info  - two 
sites  that  come  to  mind  are  www.earthpak.com  and 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/%7Eredorman/pagea%7El. htm 
Thanks  so  much  for  your  help. 

In  Spirit  & Peace  Candy 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Open  Letter  to  BIA"  

Date:  Mon,  03  May  1999  08:09:45  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Open  Letter  to  BIA 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  "Dave  and  Candy  Rotering"  <cdrotering@mwaz . com> 

Please  post 

The  following  letter  from  a supporter  of  the  elders  on  the  HPL  at  Black 
Mesa  in  NE  AZ  brings  out  some  very  good  points.  Thank  you.  Candy  Rotering 

An  Open  letter  to  the  Management  and  employees  of  Hopi-B.I.A.  Range 
Management  Department,  Kearns  Canyon. 

To  whom  it  may  concern, 

I am  writing  to  you  with  some  questions  about  your  recent  activities  on 
the  so-called  Hopi  partition  Lands  (HPL),  the  livestock  count  and 
impoundments . 

I am  sending  copies  of  this  letter  to  the  local  press,  and  posting  it  on 
the  Internet,  as  I believe  the  current  Dept,  of  Interior/B.I.A.  corruption 
scandal  makes  your  activities  of  concern  to  the  tax-paying  American  public, 
and  also  because  when  questioned  face-to-face  you  have  a tendency  to  arrest 
the  questioner. 

The  first  question  is  quite  simply,  why  do  you  need  to  count  the  livestock 
when  you  already  know  exactly  how  many  animals  the  people  have?  Your 
"monitors"  have  been  observing,  counting,  and  photographing  the  people's 
flocks  for  years  now.  Could  the  reason  be  to  harass  and  intimidate  these 
elderly,  traditional  people? 

To  "count"  sheep,  why  is  it  necessary  to  come  to  the  people's  homes  with 
a veritable  convoy  of  armed  law-enforcement  officers  from  a variety  of 
police  agencies?  Once  again,  could  the  reason  be  to  harass  and  intimidate? 

When  you  come  to  "count"  sheep,  why  is  it  necessary  to  come  loaded  down 
with  cameras  and  video  equipment?  Are  you  hoping  to  get  on  the  "Cops"  TV 
show,  or  is  it  to  harass  and  intimidate  the  people  in  their  home?  I notice 
that  when  entering  Hopi  villages  there  are  huge  signs  warning  people  NOT 
to  photograph  as  it  is  disrespectful.  Do  not  the  residents  of  the  HPL  deserve 
a similar  courtesy? 

What  is  the  cost  of  this  massive  paramilitary  operation  to  the  taxpayer? 

Or  maybe  the  funding  is  coming  from  misappropriated  Indian  Trust  accounts? 

As  to  the  rational  behind  this  operation,  is  the  Range  management  Study 
with  which  you  are  basing  your  land  carrying  capacity  available  for  public 


perusal  and  study? 

Would  you  be  prepared  to  have  an  independent  Range  management  study 
conducted  by  an  outside  agency,  to  verify  that  your  study  is  not  biased 
toward  your  own  desired  results? 

While  I admit  I am  not  a scientist,  I have  traveled  over  areas  of  the  HPL 
where  no  stock  has  been  grazed  for  many  years,  and  I see  no  discernible 
difference  between  that  land  and  the  land  where  residents  are  grazing  their 
flocks.  However,  across  the  fence  on  land  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  grazing 
cattle,  the  difference  is  immediately  obvious.  Several  visiting  stockmen 
from  off  the  reservation  have  expressed  amazement  at  the  limits  you  are 
trying  to  impose  on  these  people. 

Are  you  ashamed  of  what  you  are  doing? 

If  not,  then  why  don't  you  honest  about  your  aims? 

Last  century,  when  the  U.S.  Government  ordered  the  extermination  of  the 
Buffalo,  they  did  not  hide  behind  the  excuse  of  "Range  Management,  they 
simply  told  the  truth,  that  it  was  to  "starve  the  Indians  into  submission." 

To  the  people  on  the  HPL,  and  to  their  many  visitors,  you  are  appearing 
to  behave  like  terrorist  thugs.  Hopefully  we  are  mistaken. 

I look  forward  to  hearing  your  answers  at  your  soonest  convenience 
Sincerely 
Jackie  Welsh 
P.0.  Box  23501 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86002 

"RE : Indian  Peace  Day  Celebrated"  

Date:  Sun,  02  May  1999  00:29:03  -0700 
From:  Student  User  <user@goodnet . com> 

Subj : Indian  Peace  Day  celebrated:  Five  Tribes  Treaty  of  1863  commemorated 
in  today' s events 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/0501pima . shtml 
Indian  Peace  Day  celebrated 

Five  Tribes  Treaty  of  1863  commemorated  in  today's  events 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

May  1,  1999 

For  decades,  Pima  and  Maricopa  Indians  raised  money  for  one  of  their 
historic  celebrations  by  showing  people  some  precious  bits  of  paper. 

The  papers  were  all  that  remained  of  an  1863  treaty  that  not  only 
stopped  intertribal  fighting  among  the  Pimas,  Maricopas  and  three  other 
tribes  but  brought  protection  for  settlers  trudging  through  Arizona  on 
their  way  to  California  gold  mines. 

The  treaty  was  missing  for  77  years  and  resurfaced  in  1940,  when  a group 
of  Maricopas  and  Pimas  decided  to  raise  money  for  an  annual  Five  Tribes 
Treaty  of  Peace  Day  by  letting  people  see  what  was  left  of  the  historic 
document . 

Five  Tribes  Treaty  is  being  observed  today  on  the  western  end  of  the 
Gila  River  Reservation  near  Laveen  with  a parade,  ceremonial  dances  and  a 
small  rodeo.  But  the  bits  of  paper  aren't  around  anymore. 

Albert  French,  a 75-year  Maricopa  historian  who  helped  organize  the 
first  event  in  1940,  thinks  the  actual  treaty  is  being  stored  in  Yuma  or 
by  the  Mormon  Church.  Organizers  now  use  other  ways  to  raise  money. 

French  wants  the  treaty  to  be  remembered  by  Indians  and  non-Indians 
alike. 

"At  the  last  two  celebrations  only  a few  non-Indians  came,  yet  this 
concerned  the  whole  population.  They  helped  it  get  settled.  The  population 
of  the  Valley  of  the  Sun  should  recognize  this,"  he  said. 

Chiefs  and  subchiefs  of  the  Pima,  Maricopa,  Yuma,  Chemehuevi  and 
Hualapai  tribes  traveled  to  Yuma  in  April  1863  and  spent  four  days  there 
agreeing  to  pledge  their  peace  and  friendship  toward  each  other  and  to 
help  protect  settlers  against  other  tribes,  such  as  the  Apaches. 

Several  months  later,  98  Maricopas  and  86  Pimas  mustered  in  to  companies 
B and  C of  the  Home  Guard,  a forerunner  to  the  Arizona  National  Guard. 

Their  services  were  needed  because  many  regular  troops  were  fighting  the 


Civil  Wan.  Company  A consisted  of  Anglos  and  Mexicans.  Arizona  was  then  a 
pant  of  New  Mexico. 

The  parade  starts  today  about  9 a.m.  near  79th  Avenue  and  Baseline  Road 
and  will  be  followed  by  a program,  traditional  singing  and  dancing  and 
bullriding  at  the  District  7 Service  Center  at  83rd  Avenue,  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  Baseline  Road. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Lubicon  Election  Results"  

Date:  Sat,  1 May  1999  15:01:52  -0500 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Subj : Lubicon  election  results 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Tuesday,  27  April,  1999 
Peace  River  Record-Gazette 
Ominayak  re-elected 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Bernard  Ominayak  was  unanimously  re-elected  chief  of  the  Lubicon  Lake 
Indian  Nation  on  Sunday. 

With  Ominayak  continuing  a leadership  term  than  began  in  the  1970s,  one 
new  councillor  will  join  four  incumbent  councillors  to  form  the  Cree  band's 
new  council,  following  the  weekend's  closed  community  election  process  that 
saw  129  Lubicon  band  members  certified  to  vote  and  about  65  people  declared 
ineligible  to  vote. 

Little  Buffalo  resident  Mike  Ominayak,  who  had  earlier  declared  his 
intention  to  challenge  the  chief  for  his  position,  was  one  of  the  members 
of  a dissident  group  that  was  declared  ineligible  to  vote. 

Also  declared  ineligible  to  vote  was  former  Little  Buffalo  resident  Billy 
Hoe  Laboucan,  who  ran  against  Ominayak  for  chief  in  the  1994  election. 
Laboucan  stayed  overnight  Saturday  at  a motel  in  Peace  River  with  a number 
of  supporters  and  attended  the  election  Sunday. 

"A  whole  bunch  of  people  wheeled  in,  in  rented  vehicles.  It  was  a fairly 
tense  situation  in  the  early  part  of  it,"  longtime  Lubicon  band  advisor 
Fred  Lennarson  told  the  Record-Gazette,  Sunday  evening. 

Mike  Ominayak  and  Laboucan  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

A number  of  people  who  were  not  certified  as  eligible  voters  have  signed  a 
petition  disassociating  themselves  from  the  Lubicon  band  and  are  part  of  a 
legal  action  calling  on  the  federal  government  to  create  a new  band  they 
propose  to  call  the  Little  Buffalo  Cree  Nation,  chief  electoral  officer 
Sharon  Venne  told  the  Record-Gazette,  late  Sunday  evening. 

Lubicon  membership  rules  state  that  people  cannot  choose  to  join  another 
band  and  still  claim  Lubicon  membership,  she  said. 

Venne  says  people  were  given  the  opportunity  to  sign  an  affidavit 
declaring  they  no  longer  wanted  to  join  another  band  and  be  re-certified  as 
Lubicon  members. 

"I  asked  each  person  on  that  list,  whether  they  knew  they  were  on  the  list 
and  did  they  wish  to  continue  to  be  associated  with  it,"  Venne  told  the 
Record-Gazette. 

About  12  people  swore  affidavits  rejoining  the  Lubicon  band,  while  the 
rest  chose  not  to,  she  said,  noting,  "some  people  didn't  honestly  know  that 
they  were  on  the  (dissident  group)  list." 

Mike  Ominayak,  she  said,  originally  stated  he  had  never  seen  a copy  of  the 
petition  for  legal  action  and  didn't  believe  he  had  signed  it. 

"I  was  kind  of  shocked  by  that,  when  he  said  he  didn't  know  if  he  had 
signed  it.  'Hasn't  your  lawyer  given  you  a copy,'  I asked,"  Venne  said. 

After  reviewing  the  document  she  had  with  her,  Ominayak  affirmed  that  it 
was  his  signature  on  it  and  he  chose  not  to  disassociate  himself  from  it, 
she  said. 

"If  they  have  chosen  to  join  another  band  they  do  not  qualify  to  be 
electors.  That  is  the  election  law  of  the  Lubicon  and  I could  only  go  on 


that.  People  had  the  opportunity  to  choose/'  Venne  said. 

Of  the  65  people  who  were  declared  ineligible,  about  35  are  registered 
members  of  other  bands,  with  most  of  the  remainder  part  of  the  Little 
Buffalo  dissident  group,  Lennarson  said. 

Had  the  electoral  ruling  been  different,  numbers  best  describe  the 
challenge  to  the  chief's  leadership,  he  said. 

"Even  if  all  of  those  65  had  voted  for  someone  else,  Bernard  was 
unanimously  acclaimed  by  129  votes.  That's  still  a two  to  one  plurality," 
Lennarson  said. 

Once  membership  criteria  was  established,  the  election  proceeded 
smoothly,  Venne  said. 

Ominayak  was  nominated  on  the  first  call  for  nominations  for  chief. 

"I  called  for  nominations  three  times  and  after  the  second,  somebody  said, 
'we  don't  want  any  more  nominations,'  and  everyone  put  their  hands  up  to 
vote  and  then  everyone  started  to  clap  and  that  was  that,"  Venne  said, 
noting  "there  were  lots  of  people  voting.  Everyone  was  just  packed  in  there 
- standing,  sitting  on  the  floor  - we  ran  out  of  chairs." 

Seven  Lubicon  members  were  nominated  for  five  council  positions  with 
incumbents,  Larry  Ominayak,  Dwight  Gladue,  Walter  Whitehead  and  John 
Letendre  re-elected.  Former  councillor  Alphonse  Ominayak  was  not  present  at 
the  election.  Steve  Noskey  was  the  new  member  elected  to  council. 

Chief  Ominayak  was  not  available  for  comment  until  after  press-time, 

Monday.  A sweatlodge  ceremony  was  held  in  the  community  after  the  election 
and  a band  council  meeting  was  to  be  held  yesterday  morning.  Meetings  with 
federal  government  land  claim  negotiators  are  scheduled  for  today  and 
Wednesday,  continuing  the  latest  round  of  settlement  negotiations  that  were 
resumed  last  summer. 

"RE : New  Computers  for  Indian  Trust  Fund"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Apr  1999  01:27:28  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Subj : Related  to  trust  fund  case:  New  Computers  may  not  work. 

APRIL  30,  02:14  EDT 

New  Computers  for  Indian  Trust  Fund 

By  PHILIP  BRASHER 

Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Linder  pressure  to  clean  up  $3  billion  in  Indian  trust 
funds,  the  Interior  Department  is  spending  $60  million  on  a new  computer 
system  that  may  not  work,  congressional  investigators  warn. 

A report  released  Thursday  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  said  Interior 
is  going  ahead  with  the  project  without  analyzing  its  needs  adequately  and 
ensuring  that  it  can  handle  its  trust  information,  which  requires  linking 
data  from  different  systems. 

The  department  is  making  the  same  mistakes  as  other  agencies,  including  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration,  that  have  been  forced  to  spend  millions  of 
dollars  in  cost  overruns  on  computer  projects,  the  report  said. 

The  Indian  accounts  were  mismanaged  for  decades,  and  the  department  now  is 
being  sued  by  a group  of  account  holders.  Lawyers  in  the  case  say  the 
government  could  be  liable  for  billions  of  dollars. 

The  report  by  the  GAO,  Congress'  investigative  and  auditing  arm,  "confirms 
my  worst  fears,"  said  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee, 
Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.  "In  the  long,  sad  history  of  trust 
fund  mismanagement,  this  may  be  the  most  irresponsible  action  of  all." 

Interior  officials  say  they  saved  planning  time  by  buying  software  off  the 
shelf. 

"We  need  to  get  this  fixed  now  rather  than  spending  another  two  to  three 
years  studying  it,"  said  Rex  Hackler,  a spokesman  for  Interior's  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  "The  BIA  is  going  to  incredible  lengths  to  make  sure  this 
system  is  working  by  the  deadlines  that  have  been  set." 

The  new  computer  system  is  supposed  to  give  Indians  a way  to  check  their 
funds  at  any  time  and  link  the  accounts  with  Interior's  land  records.  The 
system  is  supposed  to  be  operational  in  the  BIA's  Billings,  Mont.,  regional 
office  in  Dune  and  working  in  all  other  BIA  regions  by  the  end  of  next  year. 


A lawyer  for  the  Indians  who  are  suing  the  department  said  Interior  should 
delay  the  new  accounting  system.  "We  want  this  solved,  too,  but  there's  no 
need  to  throw  money  away, " said  Keith  Harper  of  the  Native  Americans 
Rights  Fund. 

The  FAA  had  to  spend  an  extra  $38  million  to  make  its  air  traffic  control 
systems  work  together  because  it  had  failed  to  plan  properly,  the  GAO 
report  said. 

Without  adequate  planning,  "agencies  are  at  risk  of  building  and  buying 
systems  that  are  duplicative,  incompatible  and  unnecessarily  costly  to 
maintain  and  interface,"  the  report  said. 
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A hearing  to  determine  if  the  Kamloops  Indian  band  is  guilty  of  unfair 
labour  practices  has  been  delayed  until  the  Canadian  Industrial  Relations 
Board  hears  arguments  that  the  band  has  the  constitutional  right  to  draft 
its  own  labour  code.  The  band's  new  labour  code,  which  bans  strikes, 
lockouts  and  the  collection  of  union  dues,  was  earlier  ruled  invalid  by 
Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart. 

But  the  band  refuses  to  bargain  with  the  B.C.  Government  Employees  Union, 
which  represents  its  85  employees,  under  the  federal  labour  code,  lawyer 
Dulie  Owen  said  Wednesday.  "The  band  has  exercised  its  jurisdiction  by 
having  its  own  code.  It  is  completely  antithetical  to  that  position  to 
bargain  with  the  BCGEU  purely  on  the  basis  of  the  federal  certification 
[process]."  BCGEU  president  John  Shields  said  the  band's  move  to  argue 
constitutional  issues  before  the  CIRB  may  be  a tactic  to  delay 
negotiations,  and  members  may  be  forced  to  strike. 

"These  are  constitutional  wrangles  that  could  go  on  for  years  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,"  Shields  said.  "I  don't  see  any  evidence  the  band 
wants  to  negotiate  an  agreement.  And  I think  they  will  use  the  protracted 
legal  process  to  avoid  doing  that,  which  is  exactly  what  their  staff  and 
members  are  concerned  about." 

Owen  said  the  band  isn't  necessarily  ruling  out  negotiations  "on  some 
levels."  But  the  union  must  recognize  the  "band's  authority  as  a 
government,"  before  any  negotiations  could  go  ahead,  she  said. 

The  BCGEU  charged  the  band  with  unfair  labour  practice  for  failing  to 
negotiate  a first  contract  for  its  members  after  the  union  was  certified 
in  February  1998.  The  Canadian  Industrial  Relations  Board  was  supposed  to 
hold  a hearing  on  the  charge  this  week,  BCGEU  spokesman  Soren  Bech  said. 

But  that  hearing  was  postponed  after  the  band  applied  April  13  to  have  its 
constitutional  claims  heard.  A hearing  on  that  issue  is  now  set  for 
Dune  22. 

Owen  said  the  Kamloops  band  is  distressed  that  its  actions  are  being 
painted  by  labour  organizers  as  anti-union.  "It's  not  about  unionization. 
It's  about  advancing  self-government,"  she  said.  "It's  quite  possible  the 
band  ends  up  negotiating  with  the  BCGEU  and  advancing  the  self-government 
issue  at  the  same  time.  They're  not  mutually  exclusive." 

Mat  Wilcox,  a public  relations  consultant  hired  by  the  band,  pointed  out 
the  band  is  not  alone  in  its  decision  to  adopt  its  own  labour  code.  She 
estimated  there  are  at  least  50  bands  in  Canada  currently  drawing  them  up. 
"There's  a concern  by  band  governments  of  historically  white  institutions 
coming  on  to  the  reserve  to  tell  them  what  the  white  people  think  are  good 
for  them,"  Owen  said.  "There's  a fear  this  is  happening  again." 

BCGEU  organizer  Holly  Page,  who  identified  herself  as  an  aboriginal, 
said  the  move  by  the  Kamloops  band  is  taking  away  the  rights  of  the  people 
--  aboriginal  and  non-native  --  who  work  for  the  band.  And  she  is  worried 
the  Westbank  Indian  Band  will  follow  suit.  The  BCGEU  has  also  been 


certified  to  represent  Westbank  band  employees  and  she  has  been  told  the 
band  is  planning  to  adopt  the  same  labour  code  as  the  Kamloops  band. 

Ron  Derrickson,  the  band  chief,  did  not  return  a call  made  to  the 
reserve.  A council  member  said  Derrickson  was  the  only  one  permitted  to 
comment  on  the  union  situation. 

Meanwhile,  Amnesty  International,  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize-winning 
international  human  rights  organization,  said  Wednesday  it  would  oppose 
the  band's  move  to  ban  strikes. 
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Cherokee  Nation  justice  to  stay  on  Byrd's  case 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/30/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  A Cherokee  Nation  justice,  whose  fairness  has  been  questioned 
in  a case  against  Chief  Joe  Byrd  and  the  tribe's  general  counsel,  refused 
to  remove  himself  from  the  case  Thursday. 

Philip  Viles  Jr.,  chief  justice  of  the  tribe's  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal, 
said  his  removal  would  have  left  the  court  with  only  one  member. 

The  other  member  of  the  court  is  Darrell  Dowty,  who  was  appointed  by  Byrd 
to  fill  one  of  two  vacancies  on  the  tribunal. 

Byrd  and  attorney  Rex  Earl  Starr  have  been  accused  of  contempt  of  the 
court  by  paying  tribal  district  court  judges,  who  Viles  previously  had  said 
were  on  suspension  without  pay. 

In  court  briefs,  Byrd  charged  that  Viles  and  two  former  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  justices,  Ralph  Keen  and  Dwight  Birdwell,  have  shown  "hostility 
and  bias"  toward  him. 

Byrd  and  Starr  have  said  they  will  seek  a jury  trial. 

A motions  hearing  in  the  case  is  scheduled  Friday. 
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Chickasaw  governor  dismisses  future  political  opponent 

ADA  --  Chickasaw  Gov.  Bill  Anoatubby  has  dismissed  a woman  from  her  tribal 
job  because  she  is  a candidate  on  an  election  ticket  opposing  him. 

Beverly  Tallbird  was  dismissed  Monday  and  reportedly  was  escorted  out  of 
her  office  by  two  tribal  employees.  Anoatubby  had  told  her  just  before  that 
she  could  not  work  for  the  tribal  government  if  she  was  going  to  be  his 


political  enemy. 

Tallbird  is  running  for  lieutenant  governor  on  the  ticket  with  David 
Brown,  who  is  the  lieutenant  governor.  Brown  decided  earlier  this  month  to 
break  ranks  with  Anoatubby  and  face  him  in  the  August  election. 

Under  the  tribe's  election  rules,  Tallbird  would  have  had  to  resign  from 
her  position  once  she  registered  for  the  election  in  Dune. 

Anoatubby  said  Tallbird  was  part  of  his  administrative  staff  and  took  part 
in  executive  department  decisions.  He  said  they  had  a good  working 
relationship  but  that  she  could  not  serve  as  an  administrator  and  seek 
office  against  him. 

He  said  he  would  consider  rehiring  Tallbird  if  she  decided  not  to  run  for 
lieutenant  governor. 
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Doining  the  company  of  heroes,  she  recalls  her  own 
Chuck  Haga 
c.  Star  Tribune 
April  23,  1999 

Marge  Anderson  said  that  she  "didn't  act  like  a chief  executive"  when  two 
pieces  of  news  arrived  on  the  same  day  at  the  tribal  headquarters  for  the 
Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa. 

Anderson,  the  band's  chief  executive,  was  in  St.  Paul  on  Thursday  morning  to 
receive  the  13th-annual  Susan  B.  Anthony  Award  from  the  Minnesota  Center  for 
Women  in  Government  at  Hamline  University. 

The  first  news  that  arrived  March  24  was  a letter  telling  of  her  selection 
for  the  award.  "It  was  great  news,  the  kind  that  puts  a spring  in  your 
step,"  Anderson  said. 

"Then  came  a different  kind  of  news,"  she  said.  "It  was  the  kind  of  news 
that  freezes  you  in  your  tracks,  stops  your  heart,  then  jump-starts  it 
again.  "I  learned  our  people  had  won  our  treaty  rights." 

With  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  in  her  hand,  a decision  affirming  the 
tribe's  historic  rights  to  fish,  hunt  and  gather  in  much  of  east-central 
Minnesota,  she  didn't  celebrate,  sing  or  dance,  at  least  not  right  away. 

It  had  been  a long  and  difficult  journey.  "I  was  very  emotional,"  she  said. 
Anderson  was  introduced  as  "a  shy,  quiet  woman"  by  Barb  Benjamin-Robertson, 
administrator  of  the  band's  Twin  Cities  office,  who  added,  smiling,  that  her 
leader  could  be  neither  shy  nor  quiet  at  times.  But  thanks  to  her 
leadership,  "our  people  are  working,"  Benjamin-Robertson  said.  "Our  elders 
are  getting  good  health  care,  and  our  children  are  getting  a good 
education . " 

Rights  have  been  asserted  and  preserved,  culture  revived.  "And,  you  know, 
we're  feeling  good  about  ourselves." 

Accepting  the  award,  Anderson  talked  about  her  people  and  her  heroes, 
including  her  mother,  explaining  along  the  way  why  she  cried  when  the 
heart-stopping  news  came  March  24. 

Dignity  and  respect 

She  did  not  dwell  on  the  treaty-rights  decision. 

"We  can  put  this  issue  behind  us  and  talk  of  other  things,  of  our  future,  of 
our  growth  and  dreams,"  she  said. 

That  was  in  keeping  with  the  plea  she  made  in  a letter  to  band  members 
before  the  court  ruled. 

If  they  won,  "carry  yourselves  with  the  dignity  that  is  your  heritage,"  she 
asked.  "Do  not  be  boastful.  Respect  the  very  real  anguish  that  many  of  our 
non-Indian  neighbors  may  feel.  . . . Reach  out  to  them  in  peace  and  in 
friendship,  and  reassure  them  that  we  will  always  protect  this  most  precious 
resource. 


"If  we  do  not  win  this  case,  life  will  go  on.  It  is  my  fondest  hope  that 
there  will  be  no  hard  feelings  by  the  band  members  against  our  neighbors. 
Although  you  will  grieve,  I ask  that  you  respect  the  court,  respect  the  law 
and  respect  the  rights  of  our  neighbors. 

"A  loss  will  be  difficult  for  us.  Yet  our  spiritual  and  cultural  traditions 
teach  us  that  we  must  be  forgiving  and  show  love  toward  all  living  things 
and  beings." 

Anderson  said  Thursday  that  she  learned  those  lessons  from  her  heroes. 

"We  all  need  heroes,"  she  said.  "Life  can  be  very  difficult,  especially  for 
those  who  stand  on  the  margins.  So  many  people  still  stand  on  the  margins, 
still  fight  for  the  respect  they  deserve." 

Susan  B.  Anthony  "understood  the  importance  of  fighting  for  rights,  for 
speaking  out  against  unfair  treatment,"  she  said.  "But  sometimes  we  need  a 
hero  a little  closer  to  home,  someone  who  doesn't  live  in  a history  book." 
Art  Gahbow  was  a hero,  Anderson  said.  He  was  her  predecessor  as  tribal 
leader,  from  1972  until  his  death  in  1991. 

"He  helped  our  people  begin  their  long,  slow  climb  out  of  poverty,"  she 
said.  He  opened  the  first  gaming  businesses,  and  he  started  the  tribal 
school . 

She  recalled  the  discrimination  that  she  and  other  Indian  children  felt  in 
public  schools,  and  the  shame. 

"Now  when  I visit  the  school  that  Art  started,  I see  remarkable  things,"  she 
said.  "I  see  our  students  doing  complicated  science  experiments.  I see  them 
performing  songs  and  dances  from  our  culture. 

"I  see  them  standing  straighter  and  smiling.  They  look  you  in  the  eye  now, 
and  you  see  pride,  not  shame." 

Today,  she  said,  members  of  the  band  will  celebrate  Art  Gahbow  Day,  "as  we 
do  at  the  end  of  each  April." 

An  intelligent  woman 

Her  other  close-to-home  hero  was  her  mother. 

"She  was  not  a leader  like  Art,"  Anderson  said.  "Annie  Davis  did  not  have  an 
easy  life.  She  and  my  father,  Henry,  raised  eight  children  during  the 
Depression . " 

Her  father  was  a seasonal  railroad  worker.  "As  an  Indian,  he  was  the  last 
hired,  the  first  fired,"  so  money  was  always  scarce. 

Her  mother  did  not  work  outside  the  home.  She  attended  school  only  through 
third  grade. 

"But  she  was  very  intelligent,"  Anderson  said. 

She  remembered  a day  when  her  father  was  away,  working,  and  the  family  had 
no  food,  no  money. 

"My  mother  rounded  up  all  eight  of  us  and  took  us  out  to  the  woods  to  pick 
berries,"  she  said.  The  children  filled  baskets  with  berries,  carried  them 
to  a roadside  stand  and  sold  them  to  people  driving  by. 

"We  made  enough  to  buy  a little  food,"  Anderson  said.  "I  learned  about 
self-sufficiency  that  day.  I learned  to  hold  my  head  up  and  to  value  what  I 
could  do. 

"They  are  my  heroes.  They,  along  with  many  others,  taught  me  the  value  of 
respect.  They  taught  me  that  we  can  rebuild  a crumbling  reservation.  We  can 
restore  hope  to  shattered  communities." 

Now,  in  the  company  of  heroes,  Anderson  said  she  is  more  conscious  of  her 
own  role. 

"I  hope  my  legacy  will  be  to  show  children  everywhere  that  they  can  be 
leaders,"  she  said,  "whether  they  are  boys  or  girls,  rich  or  poor,  and  no 
matter  what  their  skin  color." 
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Please  Forward: 

This  is  an  amazing  letter.  Thank  you  to  the  women  of  "Wages  for 
Housework"  who  work  in  solidarity  with  the  EZLN  and  helped  bring  it  to 
us . 


toward  justice.  Prison  Radio 


For:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  American  Union 
From:  Subcomandante  Marcos,  Mexico 

Mister  Mumia: 

I am  writing  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  men,  women,  children  and  elderly 
of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  in  order  to  congratulate 
you  on  April  24,  which  is  your  birthday. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  us.  We  are  Mexican,  mostly  indigenous,  and  we 
took  up  arms  on  January  1 of  1994  demanding  a voice,  face  and  name  for 
the  forgotten  of  the  earth. 

Since  then,  the  Mexican  government  has  made  war  on  us  and  pursues  us  and 
harasses  us  seeking  our  death,  our  disappearance  and  our  definitive 
silence.  The  reason?  These  lands  are  rich  with  oil,  uranium  and 
precious  lumber.  The  government  wants  them  for  the  great  transnational 
companies.  We  want  them  for  all  the  Mexicans.  The  government  sees  our 
lands  as  a business.  We  see  our  history  written  in  these  lands.  In 
oder  to  defend  our  right  (and  that  of  all  Mexicans)  to  live  with 
liberty,  democracy,  justice  and  dignity  we  became  an  army  and  undertook 
a name,  voice  and  face  that  way. 

Perhaps  you  wonder  how  we  know  of  you,  about  your  birthday,  and  why  it 
is  that  we  extend  this  long  bridge  which  goes  from  the  mountains  of  the 
Mexican  southeast  to  the  prison  of  Pennsylvania  which  has  imprisoned  you 
unjustly.  Many  good  people  from  many  parts  of  the  world  have  spoken  of 
you,  through  them  we  have  learned  how  you  were  ambushed  by  the  North 
American  police  in  December  of  1981,  of  the  lies  which  they  constructed 
in  the  procedures  against  you,  and  of  the  death  sentence  in  1982.  We 
learned  about  your  birthday  through  the  international  mobilizations 
which,  under  the  name  of  "Millions  for  Mumia",  are  being  prepared  this 
April  24th. 

It  is  harder  to  explain  this  bridge  which  this  letter  extends,  it  is 
more  complicated.  I could  tell  you  that,  for  the  powerful  of  Mexico  and 
the  government,  to  be  indigenous,  or  to  look  indigenous,  is  reason  for 
disdain,  abhorrence,  distrust  and  hatred.  The  racism  which  now  floods 
the  palaces  of  Power  in  Mexico  goes  to  the  extreme  of  carrying  out  a war 
of  extermination,  genocide,  against  millions  of  indigenous.  I am  sure 
that  you  will  find  similarities  with  what  the  Power  in  the  United  States 
does  with  the  so-called  "people  of  color"  (Af rican-American,  Chicanos, 
Puerto  Ricans,  Asians,  Northamerican  Indians  and  any  other  peoples  who 
do  not  have  the  insipid  color  of  money.) 

We  are  also  "people  of  color"  (the  same  color  of  our  brothers  who  have 
Mexican  blood  and  live  and  struggle  in  the  American  Union) . We  are  of 
the  color  "brown",  the  color  of  the  earth,  the  color  from  which  we  take 
our  history,  our  strength,  our  wisdom  and  our  hope.  But  in  order  to 
struggle  we  add  another  color  to  the  brown:  black.  We  use  black 
ski-masks  to  show  our  faces.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  be  seen  and  heard. 

We  chose  this  color  as  a result  of  the  counsel  of  an  indigenous  Mayan 
elder  who  explained  to  us  what  the  color  black  meant. 

The  name  of  this  wise  elder  was  Old  Man  Antonio.  He  died  in  these  rebel 
Zapatista  lands  in  March  of  1994,  victim  of  tuberculosis  which  ate  his 
lungs  and  his  breath.  Old  Man  Antonio  used  to  tell  us  that  from  black 
came  the  light  and  from  there  came  the  stars  which  light  up  the  sky 
around  the  world.  He  told  us  a story  which  said  that  a long  time  ago 
(in  those  times  when  no  one  measured  it),  the  first  gods  were  given  the 
task  of  giving  birth  to  the  world.  In  one  of  their  meetings  they  saw  it 
was  necessary  that  the  world  have  life  and  movement,  and  for  this  light 
was  necessary.  Then  they  thought  of  making  the  sun  in  order  that  the 
days  move  and  so  there  would  be  day  and  night  and  time  for  struggling 
and  time  for  making  love,  walking  with  the  days  and  nights  the  world 
would  go.  The  gods  had  their  meeting  and  made  this  agreement  in  front 
of  a large  fire,  and  they  knew  it  was  necessary  that  one  of  them  be 
sacrificed  by  throwing  himself  into  the  fire  in  order  to  become  fire 
himself  and  fly  into  the  sky.  The  gods  thought  that  the  work  of  the  sun 
was  the  most  important,  so  they  chose  the  most  beautiful  god  so  that  he 


would  fly  into  the  fire  and  become  the  sun.  But  he  was  afraid.  Then  the 
smallest  god,  the  one  who  was  black,  said  he  was  not  afraid  and  he  threw 
himself  into  the  fire  and  became  sun.  Then  the  world  had  light  and 
movement,  and  there  was  time  for  struggle  and  time  for  love,  and  in  the 
day  the  bodies  worked  to  make  the  world  and  in  the  night  the  bodies  made 
love  and  sparkles  filled  the  darkness. 

This  is  what  Old  Man  Antonio  told  us  and  that  is  why  we  use  a black  ski 
mask.  So  we  are  of  the  color  brown  and  of  the  color  black.  But  we  are 
also  of  the  color  yellow,  because  the  first  people  who  walked  these 
lands  were  made  of  corn  so  they  would  be  true.  And  we  are  also  red 
because  this  is  the  call  of  blood  which  has  dignity  and  we  are  also  blue 
because  we  are  the  sky  in  which  we  fly,  and  green  for  the  mountain  which 
is  our  house  and  our  strength.  And  we  are  white  because  we  are  paper  so 
that  tomorrow  can  write  its  story. 

So  we  are  7 colors  because  there  were  7 first  gods  who  birthed  the 
world . 

This  is  what  Old  Man  Antonio  said  long  ago  and  now  I tell  you  this  story 
so  that  you  may  understand  the  reason  for  this  bridge  of  paper  and  ink 
which  I send  to  you  all  the  way  from  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican 
Southeast . 

And  also  so  that  you  may  understand  that  with  this  bridge  goes  pieces 
of  salutes  and  hugs  for  Leonard  Peltier  (who  is  in  the  prison  at 
Leavenworth,  Kansas),  and  for  the  more  than  100  political  prisoners  in 
the  USA  who  are  the  victims  of  injustice,  stupidity  and 
authoritarianism. 

And  with  this  letter-bridge  walks  as  well  a salute  to  the  Dine  (the 
Navajo),  who,  in  Big  Mountain,  Arizona,  fight  against  the  violations  of 
their  traditional  Dine  religious  practices.  They  struggle  against  those 
who  prefer  the  large  businesses  instead  of  respect  for  the  religious 
freedom  of  Indian  peoples,  and  those  who  want  to  destroy  sacred  grounds 
and  ceremonial  sites  (as  is  the  case  of  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company 
which  wants  to  take  lands  without  reason,  history  or  rights-lands  which 
belong  to  the  Dine  and  their  future  generations.) 

But  there  are  not  only  stories  of  resistance  against  North  American 
injustice  in  this  letter-bridge.  There  are  the  indigenous,  from  the 
extreme  south  of  our  continent,  in  Chile,  the  Mapuche  women  in  the 
Pewenche  Center  of  Alto  Bio-Bio  who  resist  against  stupidity.  Two 
indigenous  women,  Bertha  and  Nicolasa  Quintreman  are  accused  of 
"mistreating"  members  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  Chilean  government.  So 
there  it  is.  An  armed  military  unit  with  rifles,  sticks,  and  tear-gas, 
protected  by  bulletproof  vests,  helmets  and  shields,  accuse  two 
indigenous  women  of  "mistreatment".  But  Bertha  is  74  years  old  and 
Nicolasa  is  60.  How  is  it  possible  that  two  elderly  people  confronted  a 
"heroic"  group  of  heavily-armed  military?  Because  they  are  Mapuche.  The 
story  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  Dine  of  Arizona, 
and  the  same  which  repeats  itself  in  all  America:  a company  (ENDESA) 
wants  the  lands  of  the  Mapuches,  and  in  spite  of  the  law  which  protects 
the  indigenous,  the  government  is  on  the  side  of  the  companies.  The 
Mapuche  students  have  pointed  out  that  the  government  and  the  company 
made  a "study"  of  military  intelligence  about  the  indigenous  Mapuche 
communities  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Mapuche  could  not 
think,  defend  themselves,  resist,  or  construct  a better  future.  The 
study  was  wrong  apparently. 

Now  it  occurs  to  me  that,  perhaps  the  powerful  in  North  America  carried 
out  a "military  intelligence"  study  (this  is  frankly  a contradiction, 
because  those  of  us  who  are  military  are  not  intelligent,  if  we  were  we 
would  not  be  military)  about  the  case  of  the  Dine  in  Arizona,  about 
Leonard  Peltier,  about  other  political  prisoners,  about  yourself,  mister 
Mumia . 

Perhaps  they  made  this  study  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  might 
be  able  to  violate  justice  and  reason,  to  assault  history  and  lose  the 
truth.  They  thought  they  could  do  this  and  no  one  would  say  anything. 

The  Dine  Indians  would  stand  by  and  watch  the  destruction  of  the  most 
sacred  of  their  history,  Leonard  Peltier  would  be  alone,  and  you.  Mister 
Mumia,  would  be  silenced  ( and  I remember  your  own  words  "They  not  only 


want  my  death,  they  want  my  silence"). 

But  the  studies  were  wrong.  Happy  mistake?  The  Dine  resist  against 
those  who  would  kill  their  memory,  Leonard  Peltier  is  accompanied  by  all 
those  who  demand  his  liberty,  and  you  sir,  speak  and  yell  today  with  all 
the  voices  which  celebrate  your  birthday  as  all  birthdays  should  be 
celebrated,  by  struggling. 

Mister  Mumia: 

We  have  nothing  big  to  give  you  as  a gift  for  your  birthday,  it  is  poor 
and  little,  but  all  of  us  send  you  an  embrace. 

We  hope  that  when  you  gain  your  freedom  you  will  come  to  visit  us.  Then 
we  will  give  you  a birthday  party,  even  if  it  isn't  April  24th,  it  will 
be  an  unbirthday  party. 

There  will  be  musicians,  dancing  and  speaking,  which  are  the  means  by 
which  men  and  women  of  all  colors  understand  and  know  one  another,  and 
build  bridges  over  which  they  walk  together,  towards  history,  towards 
tomorrow. 

Happy  Birthday! 

Vale.  We  salute  you  and  may  justice  and  truth  find  their  place. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast,  Subcomandante  Insurgente 
>Marcos  Mexico,  April  of  1999 

P.S.  I read  somewhere  that  you  are  a father  and  a grandfather.  So  I am 
sending  you  a gift  for  your  children  and  grandchildren.  It  is  a little 
wooden  car  with  Zapatistas  dressed  in  black  ski-masks. 

Tell  your  children  and  grandchildren  that  it  is  a gift  that  we  send  you, 
the  Zapatistas.  Explain  to  them  places  that  there  are  people  of  all 
colors  everywhere,  just  like  you,  who  want  justice,  liberty  and 
democracy  for  people  of  all  colors. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  April  of  1999  For:  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  USA. 

Mister  Tom  Ridge,  governor  of  Pennsylvania 
United  States  of  North  America 

>From  : Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos  , Mexico 

Gentlemen  Magistrate  and  Governor: 

I write  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  men,  women,  children  and  elderly  of 
the  EZLN.  Most  of  us  are  indigenous  Mexicans  and  we  struggle  for 
liberty,  democracy  and  justice. 

The  purpose  of  the  following  letter  is  to  demand  justice  in  the  case  of 
Mister  Mumia  Abu-lamal,  condemned  unjustly  to  the  death  penalty  in  1982. 

As  you  know,  the  judicial  process  against  Mister  Mumia  Abu-lamal  was 
plagued  with  lies  and  irregularities:  the  police  who  accuse  him  lied 
about  a supposed  confession  of  his,  one  of  the  witnesses  has  changed 
testimony  and  declared  that  he  was  forced  to  lie  or  face  prison,  the 
ballistic  evidence  has  proved  it  was  impossible  that  Mister  Mumia 
Abu-lamal  fired  the  weapon  which  killed  the  policeman.  This  should  be 
enough  evidence  for  a new  trial,  but  even  this  recourse  has  been  denied 
to  Mister  Mumia  Abu-lamal.  If  the  ludicial  system  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  governor  are  certain  of  the  guilt  of  Mister  Mumia  Abu-lamal,  they 
should  not  fear  a new  trial  which  adheres  to  the  truth. 

I do  not  ask  clemency,  pardon,  nor  mercy  of  you  for  Mister  Mumia 
Abu-lamal.  I demand  justice,  something  which  I believe  is  within  your 
powers.  No  one  within  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  or  governor  Tom 
Ridge  has  anything  to  lose.  A new  trial  can  bring  the  truth  forward, 
and  justice,  supposedly,  is  all  that  should  matter. 

That  is  all.  From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast  Subcomandante 
Insurgente  Marcos  Mexico,  April  of  1999 
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"RE : Leonard  Visited  by  Mitterrand"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Apr  1999  15:20:26  -0400 
From:  KDawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 

Subj : Leonard  Visited  by  Mitterrand  Today 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Mitterrand  is  visiting  Leonard  as  this  is  being  posted. 

The  Kansas  City  Star  interviews  Leonard.  Here  is  the  story. 

Human  rights  activist  to  meet  with  ailing  inmate  Peltier 
By  MARK  WIEBE  - The  Kansas  City  Star 
Date:  04/29/99  22:15 

American  Indian  activist  Leonard  Peltier  sat  Thursday  in  the  paneled 
visiting  room  of  the  U.S.  Penitentiary  in  Leavenworth  and  pondered  what 
might  come  from  his  visit  today  with  the  widow  of  a late  president  of 
France . 

Danielle  Mitterrand,  human  rights  activist  and  widow  of  Francois 
Mitterrand,  is  president  of  the  human  rights  organization  France  Liberties 
in  Paris.  She  is  coming  to  investigate  Peltier's  allegations  that  the 
prison  has  not  adequately  treated  health  problems  that  have  stemmed  from  a 
tetanus  infection.  A press  conference  in  Leavenworth  is  scheduled  to 
follow  her  visit. 

"We'll  have  to  see  what  happens,"  said  Peltier,  54. 

As  he  spoke,  the  hum  from  the  room's  fluorescent  lights  competed  with 
his  soft  voice.  Rarely  did  he  open  his  mouth,  concealed  by  a gray  mustache 
more  than  a centimeter.  Lockjaw,  he  said,  has  kept  it  shut. 

"I'm  hoping. .. (her  visit)  will  bring  some  attention  to  my  case  and  my 
health  and  perhaps  get  some  proper  treatment  for  my  medical  condition,"  he 
said . 

In  1977,  Peltier,  who  has  a Chippewa,  Lakota  and  French  bloodline,  was 
convicted  in  the  1975  slayings  of  two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

Although  Peltier  admits  to  firing  shots  that  day,  he  and  his  supporters, 
who  number  in  the  thousands  and  include  notables  such  as  actor  Robert 
Redford,  have  long  said  he  did  not  shoot  FBI  agents  lack  Coler  and  Ronald 
Williams . 

"I  still  maintain  my  innocence,"  he  said  Thursday.  "I  didn't  do  it." 

At  a 1992  appeal,  government  prosecutors  answered  charges  that  Peltier's 
case  was  mishandled  by  claiming  that,  although  no  one  saw  Peltier  shoot 
the  agents,  there  was  strong  evidence  connecting  Peltier  to  the  murder 
weapon . 

For  most  of  a 45-minute  interview  on  Thursday,  Peltier,  who  contracted 
tetanus  when  he  stepped  on  a rusty  nail  as  a child,  discussed  his  health. 

Three  years  ago,  Peltier  began  to  have  trouble  opening  his  mouth,  so  he 
asked  prison  officials  to  send  him  to  the  U.S.  Medical  Center  for  Federal 
Prisoners  in  Springfield.  But,  Peltier  said,  two  surgeries  he  had  in  April 
and  May  that  year  made  the  condition  worse.  He  began  to  suffer  headaches, 
earaches  and  watery  eyes,  symptoms  that  Peltier  said  continue.  The  only 
foods  he  says  he  can  swallow  are  soft  and  starchy,  something  he  thinks  has 
caused  him  to  gain  weight. 

"Sure  been  eating  a lot  of  pastries,"  he  said,  chuckling. 

In  October  1996,  a doctor  at  the  Springfield  medical  center  told  Peltier 


he  thought  he  could  fix  his  problems.  Peltier  refused , he  said,  because  he 
didn't  think  anything  could  be  done  at  Springfield. 

Every  six  months  since,  Peltier  said,  he  has  asked  officials  at  the 
prison  if  he  could  seek  treatment  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn., 
where  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Prisons  has  another  medical  facility.  Officials 
have  told  him  no. 

Prison  spokesman  Bob  Bennett  said  Peltier  has  not  submitted  an  official 
written  request  for  treatment  from  Mayo  physicians. 

A written  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  says  that  a "thorough 
review  of  inmate  Peltier's  medical  record  reveals  he  is  being  provided 
appropriate  medical  attention  addressing  both  his  medical  complaints  and 
his  medical  condition." 

The  statement  says  that  after  a recent  teleconference  between  Peltier 
and  medical  officials  at  Springfield  and  Leavenworth,  Peltier's  condition 
was  determined  to  be  "stable,"  and  did  not  require  "prolonged,  intensive 
treatment . " 

Besides  Mitterrand's  support,  the  European  Parliament  passed  a 
resolution  Feb.  11  calling  for  Peltier  to  be  transferred  to  a hospital  for 
"appropriate  medical  treatment."  The  Parliament  restated  its  plea  for  the 
United  States  to  grant  Peltier  clemency. 

The  national  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  has  received  thousands  of 
e-mail  messages,  faxes,  letters  and  phone  calls.  Some  of  the  messages 
claimed  to  be  from  people  waging  hunger  strikes  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
Peltier  has  had  trouble  eating. 

Scott  Wolfson,  bureau  spokesman,  said  the  messages  began  late  last  year 
and  continued  through  March:  "He's  by  far  the  one  inmate  who  attracts  the 
most  attention." 

To  reach  Mark  Wiebe,  Leavenworth  County  reporter,  call  (913)  371-1810  or 

send  e-mail  to  mwiebe@kcstar.com 

All  content  c.  1999  The  Kansas  City  Star 
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"RE : Activist  Augustine  Acquitted"  

Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  12:28:20  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Activist  Augustine  acquitted 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE  ACTIVIST  FOUND  NOT  GUILTY  OF  MURDER 
The  Vancouver  Sun,  May  1,  1999,  Chris  Morris  Canadian  Press 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

MIRAMICHI,  N.B.  --  Noah  Augustine  gambled  that  telling  his  story  his  way 
would  prove  him  innocent  of  murder,  and  he  won.  Augustine,  28,  a prominent 
native  rights  activist,  was  found  not  guilty  Friday  of  second-degree  murder 
in  the  shooting  of  Bruce  Barnaby  of  the  nearby  Eel  Ground  First  Nation. 
Although  the  trial  lasted  two  weeks,  it  took  the  jury  of  seven  men  and  five 
women  just  two  hours  to  reach  their  decision. 

Augustine  hung  his  head  and  looked  relieved  as  the  verdict,  which  drew 
cries  of  shock  and  surprise  throughout  the  courtroom,  was  announced.  He 
said  nothing  as  he  left  the  courthouse,  keeping  his  head  down  and  his  look 
impassive.  His  lawyer,  Gary  Miller  of  Fredericton,  said  Augustine  would  not 
speak  publicly  because  of  the  coming  trial  of  his  friend,  Thomas  Haddad, 
who  has  been  charged  as  an  accessory  in  the  Barnaby  killing. 

Augustine's  acquittal  turned  on  the  issue  of  self-defence.  The  eloquent 
native  rights  activist  took  the  stand  in  his  own  defence  and  told  the  jury 
he  shot  Barnaby  to  save  himself.  "You're  still  a murderer,"  Barnaby's 
daughter,  Michelle  Patles,  shouted  at  Augustine  as  he  left  the  Miramichi 
courthouse.  "Nothing  has  changed." 


Crown  prosecutor  Paul  Veniot  said  an  appeal  will  be  considered.  The 
prosecution  has  30  days  to  make  a decision. 

Augustine  told  the  court  in  dramatic  testimony  earlier  this  week  he  shot 
Barnaby  to  save  himself.  "Mr.  Augustine  gave  evidence  that  he  believed  Mr. 
Barnaby  would  hurt  him  badly/'  Dustice  Alex  Deschenes  told  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  jury  in  his  four-hour  charge.  Deschenes  told  the  jury  that 
certain  facts  in  the  case  were  beyond  question.  They  include  the  fact  that 
Augustine  shot  Barnaby  dead  in  his  Eel  Ground  home  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  Sept.  19 , 1998. 

There's  also  no  argument  that  Augustine,  a rising  star  in  the  native 
rights  movement,  fled  across  the  border  to  the  United  States.  He  surrendered 
to  authorities  in  Florida  about  a week  after  the  killing.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Haddad,  a former  native  police  officer. 

Augustine  and  Barnaby  had  argued  about  what  happened  to  17-year-old  Darren 
Augustine,  Noah's  cousin  who  died  in  a 1986  road  mishap.  Augustine 
suspected  Barnaby  was  involved.  He  went  to  Barnaby 's  house  to  ask  questions 
about  the  incident.  Augustine  testified  that  when  he  decided  to  ask  Barnaby 
about  his  cousin's  death,  Haddad  told  him  to  take  his  police  revolver,  a 
.357  Magnum  revolver,  for  protection.  Augustine  took  Haddad's  gun  and 
tucked  it  behind  his  back  in  his  belt. 

Augustine  told  the  jury  that  when  he  raised  the  issue  of  his  cousin's 
death,  Barnaby  flew  into  a rage  and  lunged  at  him.  Barnaby  pushed  back 
Augustine's  head  against  the  sofa  he  was  sitting  on  and  with  his  other  hand 
reached  towards  a coffee  table  where  Augustine  had  seen  a hunting  knife. 
Augustine  then  pulled  out  the  gun  and  fired.  The  gun  went  off  again,  this 
time  fatally  wounding  Barnaby  in  the  head.  The  prosecution  said  firing  the 
second  bullet  was  murder. 

A SUDDEN  FAME: 

Noah  Augustine  enjoyed  wide  support  from  friends  and  the  community  during 
his  murder  trial.  Even  police  testifying  for  the  prosecution  described  him 
as  a likable  man.  Here's  a brief  look  at  the  28-year-old  Micmac 
businessman,  writer  and  agitator  for  native  rights: 

- A native  logging  dispute  in  1997  and  1998  catapulted  Augustine  to 
prominence. 

- Augustine  brought  reasoned  arguments  and  eloquent  explanation  to  the 
dispute  over  whether  aboriginals  have  a treaty  right  to  harvest  timber  in 
Crown  forests. 

- The  essays  and  poems  by  Augustine  published  locally  showed  there's  more 
to  him  than  the  crusader.  "When  asked,  'Who  are  you?'  I am  like  many  who 
can't  respond,"  Augustine  wrote.  "I've  challenged  the  system  all  my  life 
and  I feel  that  I've  always  given  it  my  best.  I have  been  proclaimed  as 
role  model  and  a fool.  I believe  in  helping  people  and  have  often  hurt 
people.  I sometimes  don't  know  who  I am.  I am  a product  of  an  Indian 
reservation . " 

- He  has  been  in  trouble  with  the  law  before.  In  1997,  he  pleaded  guilty  to 
a charge  of  assaulting  a police  officer  and  mischief.  He  was  given  an 
absolute  discharge. 
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"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  2 May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Miller,  Robert  L.R. 
#191-152-MC 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Moffo,  Sr.,  Christopher  lames 

#199-502 

PO  Box  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 

Date  of  Birth:  12/21/60 

Ancestry:  Chiricahua  Apache 


Morosky,  Eric  Allen 
#270-506 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/18/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Mills,  Calvin  Thomas 
#289-039 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/75 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Moore,  Ray  R. 

#224-426 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/2/25 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Morris,  Michael  Lee 
#296-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  If  I Were  Born  Back  Then 


Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  20:22:40  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 
Subj : If  I were  born  back  then... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I dreamed  a dream  not  so  long  ago 
it  was  maybe  yesterday  or  the  day  before 
I layed  down  to  rest  and  closed  my  eyes 
when  I awoke,  I stood  on  as  a an  old  Indian 
way  up  high  I did  go  and  on  the  ridge  above 
I looked  down  and  could  see  a sea  of  blue 
who  are  you,  the  faces  light  and  hair  fair 
I knew  them,  but  yet  I was  not  the  same 

Come  my  brothers,  I said  to  the  people  below 


these  men  that  come  this  way  in  the  color  of  blue 
will  change  out  lives  forever  and  there  is  nothing 
nothing  now  I can  do  that  would  change  yesterday 
these  men  bring  with  them  a strange  way  of  life 
you  will  like  it  and  hate  it  at  the  same  time 
I would  like  to  tell  you  but  it  is  more  than  I can  say 

I can  see  my  hands  and  they  are  the  same 

but  in  my  eyes  I can  see  that  I know  what  the  future  holds 
listen  my  brothers,  what  to  say,  I don't  know 
we  have  to  go,  no  we  have  to  stay 
if  we  go,  they  will  get  to  us  someday 

so  it  is  with  life,  our  native  way  of  life  will  disappear 

if  we  stay,  then  we  learn  about  them  and  so 

we  will  find  that  we  are  no  one,  just  another  people 

to  go  and  leave  this  land,  our  life  and  places  of  the  heart 

I find  I can  not  change  history 

nor  all  the  things  that  have  gone  before 

I wake  up  and  I am  back  and  there  it  is  there  is  nothing  more 
to  talk,  to  say  if  I had  known  things  would  be  unchanged 
but  having  these  dreams  and  of  going  back 

there  is  nothing  that  can  be  done,  it  already  come  and  gone 

let  me  dream  of  tomorrow  and  what  will  come 

give  the  strength  to  these  two  hands  to  handle  tomorrow 

to  shape  it,  form  it  and  find  a place  in  this  world 

where  I can  stand  as  a Native  looking  forward  to  a better  life 

give  me  hopes  and  dreams  so  that  I can  go  on 

let  me  make  those  dreams  live  so  that  I can  survive  to  go  on 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  22:18:41  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  62 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST10HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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TWENTY-ONE 

The  heart  is  young,  the  step  is  light. 
The  voice  is  sweet,  the  eye  is  bright, 
Hope  sings  a song  of  pure  delight 
At  twenty-one. 

Rarely  we  know  a passing  tear. 

Care  we  have  none,  and  little  fear. 
With  song  and  jest  our  bark  we  steer 
At  twenty-one. 

Too  soon,  however,  comes  dull  care. 
Life's  work  and  battle  we  must  share. 
Quickly  we  reach,  'mid  storm  and  glare 
Twice  twenty-one. 


But  they  who  read  life's  problem  right. 
Their  courage  keep,  with  heart  as  light. 

As  when  they  started  for  the  fight 
At  twenty-one. 

Long  may  you  sail  upon  life's  sea. 

Mid  Fortune's  smiles  and  fancy  free. 

With  friends  as  true  as  true  can  be. 

Sweet  twenty-one. 

Though  Time  his  flight  he  ne'er  can  stay 
(The  cheek  will  pale,  the  hair  turn  gray). 
In  heart,  in  mind,  in  spirit  gay. 

As  love-song  tuned  to  minstrel  lay. 

Rest  ever  what  you  are  today. 

Dust  twenty-one. 

- London  St . Paul ' s . 


ANOTHER  HABIT  THAT  KILLS. 


The  Indians  of  the  South  West  have  what  is  called  the  bean  habit. 

It  has  not  been  talked  about  much  and  is  not  generally  known. 

One  of  the  our  boys  who  had  been  home  for  a number  of  years  and  then 
came  back  to  Carlisle  gave  the  writer  a vivid  description  of  the  growing 
vice  among  the  Indians. 

"What  is  the  bean  they  eat?"  asked  the  writer. 

"It  is  called  the  mescal  bean." 

"What  is  there  about  it  to  like?" 

"Oh,  it  makes  the  Indians  dream,  and  they  are  very  happy.  They  go  to 
the  happy  hunting  grounds,  and  then  come  back  again  and  tell  the 
wonderful  things  they  saw." 

"Did  you  ever  eat  any?" 

"Yes!  Once." 

"Did  you  feel  happy?" 

"Oh,  yes." 

"You  are  a Cheyenne.  Do  all  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  eat  them?" 

"No.  The  Kiowas  and  Comanches  do  it  the  most." 

"Where  do  they  get  the  beans?" 

"In  Texas." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  indulge 
in  the  vice  more  than  is  suspected,  says  the  Herald-Sentinel  of 
Oklahoma,  and  the  same  paper  gives  the  experience  of  a trader  who  ate 
three  of  the  beans  as  an  experiment. 

The  first  effects  of  the  mescal  bean  are  very  exhilarating.  His  past 
life  passed  before  him  like  a dream. 

Every  little  detail  of  events  that  had  happened  and  been  forgotten  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  was  as  vivid  as  though  they  had  taken  place 
only  yesterday. 

He  was  on  horseback  and  rode  nearly  thirty  miles  before  the  effect 
wore  away. 

He  imagined  that  his  horse,  a rough  riding  broncho,  traveled  as 
easily  as  a boat  drifting  on  a placid  river. 

The  intoxication  disappeared  suddenly  and  almost  without  warning. 

He  was  at  once  plunged  into  an  almost  miserable  state  of  collapse  and 
from  an  optimistic  exaltation  he  sank  into  utter  despondency;  every 
thing  was  dark  and  hopeless  with  fearful  shadows. 

So  injurious  is  this  habit  that  a law  has  been  passed  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  the  mescal  bean  among  the  Indians,  but  it  is  said  that  the  only 
way  to  give  proper  effect  to  the  law  is  to  induce  the  States  of  Texas, 
Kansas  and  Arkansas  to  pass  similar  laws,  and  in  that  way  build  a wall 
around  Oklahoma. 


It  was  not  such  an  unnatural  mistake  for  an  Indian  boy  to  write  in 
his  examination  paper  "the  house  of  gods"  when  he  meant  "the  house  of 


lords/'  but  it  was  amusing  all  the  same. 
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On  Wednesday,  just  before  noon.  Miss  Shaffner  took  her  departure  from 
our  school.  The  band  was  playing  upon  the  bandstand  and  the  balconies 
of  the  girls'  quarters  were  thronged  with  her  girls  all  eager  to  give  a 
last  good-bye  shake  of  the  handkerchief.  The  occasion  was  solemn  and 
quiet  at  the  leave-taking  was  going  on;  and  when  the  Herdic  drove  away 
and  the  procession  of  girls  filed  orderly  back  to  resume  their 
respective  duties  many  eyes  were  tear  dimmed  and  red.  Even  those  whose 
memories  might  have  carried  them  to  times  when  sharp  correction  was 
necessary,  were  sad,  for  a faithful  friend  and  caretaker  had  gone. 

On  the  evening  before,  the  faculty  and  officers  were  invited  to  an 
informal  reception  given  in  Miss  Shaffner's  honor  by  Major  and  Mrs. 

Pratt  at  their  house.  Here  all  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  wedding 
gifts.  If  the  array  were  not  enough  to  arouse  the  envy  of  those  who 
expect  to  remain  in  single  blessedness,  the  presents  were  so  numerous 
and  so  elegant  as  to  excite  the  admiration  of  all.  Arranged  with  cards 
attached  there  were  a dozen  beautiful  silver  oyster  forks;  a dozen 
silver  dinner  knives,  with  chaste  handles  of  the  most  delicate  and 
exquisite  pattern;  a dozen  dainty  after-dinner  coffee  spoons;  silver  tea 
pot,  sugar  bowl,  cream  pitcher  and  tongs;  a dozen  silver  forks;  a dozen 
silver  spoons;  a set  of  elegant  ivory  handle,  steel-blade  dinner  knives; 
a lovely  onyx  ink-stand;  a half  dozen  tea  spoons;  two  hand-painted  silk 
sofa  cushions;  table-clothes,  napkins  and  embroideries;  a handsomely 
framed  photograph  of  "Christ  in  Gethsemane;"  three  pretty  teaspoons  in  a 
case;  two  silver  bon-bon  baskets  one  of  which  was  gold  lined;  French 
China  ice-cream  set,  beautifully  decorated;  large  chafing  dish,  fork  and 
spoon;  a handsomely  embroidered  center  piece;  a heavy  gilt  framed 
photograph  of  the  eleven  girls  comprising  her  King's  Daughters'  Circle, 
known  as  the  What-so-evers  - their  gift;  a loom  showing  the  manner  of 
weaving  the  Navajo  blankets;  a handsome  large  silver  berry  spoon  and  a 
dozen  berry  forks. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  pleased  to  see  the  notices  in  the 
trolley  car:  "Spitting  on  the  floor  positively  forbidden."  No  one  but  a 
very  filthy,  indecent  person  would  think  of  doing  such  a thing,  and  yet 
we  occasionally  see  a well-dressed  man  who  looks  the  gentleman  in  every 
other  particular  spit  upon  the  pavement  or  on  the  floor  by  his  seat  in 
the  steam  car.  The  filthiness  of  the  practice  is  the  least  to 
consider.  It  is  a thing  that  spreads  disease,  and  most  of  the  good 
towns  of  our  land  are  making  strict  laws  prohibiting  spitting  upon  the 
pavements.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  like  to  see  a law  here  at 


our  school  making  a five  dollar  fine  for  spitting  upon  the  walks  or 
stairs  or  floor.  It  would  be  a good  plan  for  the  sake  of  the  health  of 
our  school  to  offer  a reasonable  reward  for  the  detection  of  a boy  or 
girl  spitting  on  the  floor,  stairs  or  pavement.  Let  us  stop  it  without 
the  reward!  Do  we  see  any  one  spitting  where  he  or  she  ought  not?  Let 
us  handle  him  or  her  in  a way  they  will  not  like.  Mrs.  Pratt  tells  a 
story  of  a pet  dog  they  had  in  Florida.  He  would  chase  the 
mockingbirds,  and  one  day  she  heard  a great  commotion  out  in  the  orange 
grove,  and  went  out  to  find  a flock  of  mocking  birds  after  their  enemy, 
and  they  were  pecking  his  very  life  out,  while  the  poor  dog,  with  tail 
hanging  down  and  head  drooping  was  glad  to  be  rescued  by  Mrs.  Pratt. 

Now  that  is  the  way  to  manage  these  filthy  spitters.  Let  the  clean 
students  band  together;  if  they  detect  a person  spitting  on  the  floor  or 
pavement  or  on  the  stairs  or  anywhere  he  or  she  ought  not  to,  let  us 
flock  about  and  pester  him  in  such  a way  that  he  will  be  glad  to  promise 
never  to  do  so  again.  The  pet  dog  never  troubled  the  mockingbirds  after 
his  punishment,  and  some  people  seem  to  need  just  such  severe  treatment 
to  make  them  decent  and  well-behaved. 


Nancy  Cornelius  now  at  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  is  following  her  profession 
as  nurse.  She  is  doing  hospital  work,  and  has  private  patients  also.  A 
recent  cheery  letter  from  her  tells  of  her  patients  all  doing  well.  She 
speaks  of  her  new  sister,  Martha  Sickles  Cornelius,  class  '98,  who 
married  Nancy's  brother  lames,  also  a Carlisle  pupil,  in  the  kindest 
terms,  and  she  rejoices  in  her  sister  Isabella's  success  as  a teacher  of 
white  children  in  New  England. 

Mrs.  Lillian  L.  Richardson,  of  Crow  Agency,  Montana,  writes  that  it 
was  her  intention  to  return  to  Carlisle  after  her  visit  East  last  year, 
but  that  she  had  a severe  attack  of  the  grippe  which  left  her  with 
congested  lungs.  She  says  that,  Mr.  Wright,  who  married  Miss  Hunt,  is  a 
friend  of  theirs.  IT  will  be  remembered  that  Mrs.  Richardson  was  Miss 
Woolston  when  a teacher  with  us. 

Amelia  Metoxen  who  is  living  in  a home  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.l.  seems  to 
enjoy  her  place  and  says  that  she  had  an  excellent  teacher  this  winter. 
As  a closing  line  she  wonders  if  our  girls  ever  saw  this:  "When 
careless  waitress  takes  a trip  she  steps  into  Greece  and  goes  through 
China . 

We  have  the  news  from  Samuel  Tilden  that  a little  daughter  has  come 
to  live  with  them,  and  her  name  is  Hattie  Tilden.  He  says  he  is  doing 
well  and  working  on  the  farm.  In  Spalding,  Idaho. 

Seichu  Atsye  writes  that  she  arrived  safely  at  her  home  in  Laguna, 

New  Mexico. 
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Who  will  be  the  next? 

A find  spell  of  weather. 

Bicycling  has  begun  in  earnest. 

Don't  speak  of  your  employer  as  "My  Boss." 

"Cheerfulness  is  the  daughter  of  employment". 

The  continued  find  weather  brings  numerous  visitors. 

Miss  Senseney  has  been  visiting  friends  in  Baltimore. 

Major  Pratt  went  to  Washington,  yesterday,  on  business. 

The  luniors  have  selected  for  class  colors  blue  and  crimson. 

Dessie  Palmer,  of  North  Dakota,  has  entered  Carlisle  as  a student. 

At  2 o'clock  today,  Mr.  Norman,  "Professor"  of  painting  was  -2  years 
old . 

When  the  band  and  fine  weather  come  together  happy  hearts  are  made. 

Miss  Gutelius  of  Harrisburg,  aunt  of  Miss  Shaffner,  was  here  on 
Wednesday . 

Miss  Pauli  has  been  detailed  temporarily  to  the  clerical  force  for 
Miss  Ely's  aid. 

A very  impressive  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday  evening.  Miss  Shaffner 
leading. 

Do  you  dry  your  forks  BETWEEN  the  tines?  If  not,  you  are  not  a neat 
dish-washer. 


Numbers  6 and  3 have  been  consolidated,  with  Mr.  Sowerby  as  teacher, 
and  Miss  Carter  has  4 and  5. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing  entertained  a select  few  to  tea  on  Saturday 
evening  in  honor  of  Miss  Shaffner. 

The  Carlisle  Fortnightly  Club  met  at  Mrs.  Pratt's  on  Monday  evening. 
Miss  Cutter  read  a paper  on  Birds. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  returned  to  Philadelphia  last  week,  and  is  still 
there.  Mrs.  Pratt  left  for  the  same  city,  yesterday. 

Our  baseball  boys  play  the  Syracuse  University  team  today.  It  is 
said  that  the  New  York  team  is  a fine  one. 

One  of  the  older  girls  was  heard  to  say:  "I  wish  I was  a new  girl,  so 
that  I would  not  feel  so  badly  over  Miss  Shaffner 's  going. 

The  march  which  played  the  pupils  out  of  Assembly  Hall  on  Wednesday 
morning  was  composed  by  Robert  McArthur,  No.  11. 

The  large  tree  at  east  end  of  school  building  has  been  removed  to 
make  ready  for  an  extension  to  the  building  to  be  put  up  this  summer. 

Mrs.  Kate  Butler  ahs  been  transferred  from  the  position  as  clerk  in 
Miss  Ely's  office,  to  a clerkship  in  the  Indian  office  at  Washington, 
D.C.,  at  an  advanced  salary.  Carlisle  loses  an  efficient  assistant  in 
the  clerical  force,  a most  affable  and  genial  social  companion,  a 
splendid  musician  and  an  interested  worker  in  general.  Mrs.  Butler 
liked  Carlisle  and  her  work  here,  but  her  home  for  a number  of  years  was 
Washington,  and  she  desired  to  live  in  the  Capital  City  on  account  of 
the  educational  privileges  to  be  secured  there  for  her  children,  and  to 
be  with  old  associations.  With  one  voice  her  many  friends  at  Carlisle 
extend  congratulations  for  her  promotion,  mingled  with  regrets  at  her 
leaving  and  best  wishes  for  success  in  her  chosen  field. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  spent  a delightful  ten  days  in  Washington.  She 
left  yesterday  for  Wilson  College  with  her  roommate.  Miss  Koch,  who  was 
her  guest  Wednesday  night. 

Have  you  seen  the  Pictorial  Souvenir  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania?  It 
is  quite  an  attractive  advertising  scheme,  and  the  pictures  of  noted 
buildings  and  prominent  people  are  very  good. 

Rev.  McMillan  of  the  Episcopalian  Church,  and  the  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  now  Rev.  Mosser,  were  welcomed  as  usual  on  last 
Thursday  evening  by  their  respective  classes  for  private  instruction  in 
different  schoolrooms. 

Miss  Hulme  in  charge  of  sewing  department  spent  Arbor  day  and  a few 
more  with  friends  in  Moorestown,  N.D.  returning  Tuesday  evening.  She 
brought  back  a hoarse  (in  her  throat). 

It  is  Miss  Miles'  and  Miss  Peter's  turn  to  visit  the  Invincibles; 

Miss  Pauli  and  Miss  Robertson  will  go  to  the  Standards,  and  Miss 
Luckenbach  and  Miss  Smith  to  the  Susans,  tonight. 

Miss  Shaffner  left  as  a last  request;  "Please  thank  for  me  through 
the  columns  of  the  HELPER  the  girls'  country  mothers,  many  of  whom  wrote 
letters  of  congratulations.  It  was  impossible  to  answer  all  at  the 
last . " 

Mr.  Standing  and  Mr.  Thompson  had  business  calls  for  the  school 
yesterday  to  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love.  Mr.  Standing  appears  before 
the  United  States  court  against  certain  parties  for  furnishing  liquor  to 
Indian  boys. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  shop  bell  by  mistake  rang  twenty  minutes 
before  time  to  stop  work.  It  is  astonishing  how  soon  the  shops  were 
empty,  showing  that  many  must  have  been  in  readiness  to  stop  long  before 
time,  it  is  well  to  begin  work  on  time,  and  just  as  important  to  stop 
on  time,  but  to  be  ready  long  BEFORE  time  is  not  honest,  is  it? 

Some  of  the  trees  that  were  planted  on  Monday  were  named  after 
notable  characters.  The  printers  called  their  Gutenburg,  after  the 
inventor  of  printing;  the  hospital  tree  was  named  by  the  tailors, 

William  3.  Bryan,  whom  the  speaker  said  was  to  be  the  next  President  of 
the  United  States;  the  one  near  the  Sloyd  room  bears  the  name  of  Ruth. 

"Tails  I win,  heads  you  lose?"  asked  one  of  our  number  of  another  as 
they  agreed  to  toss  up  for  a certain  place  at  the  table.  Both  wanted 
the  place.  "All  right,"  said  the  second  party,  in  a very  satisfied 
tone.  When  the  penny  turned  up  tail  she  of  course  lost;  and  would  she 


not  have  lost  had  it  turned  up  head?  She  didn't  see  it,  and  the  joke 
was  on  her. 

Miss  Shaffner  gave  a brief  farewell  address  at  the  close  of  the 
Girls'  Society  last  Friday  evening,  which  was  full  of  feeling.  The 
Society  may  not  fully  realize  the  great  value  she  was  to  it,  although 
the  members  seem  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  her  aid  pulled  them  over 
many  difficult  places  and  gave  them  courage.  The  pictures  of  noted 
women  which  grace  the  walls  were  obtained  through  her  efforts.  She  was 
an  indefatigable  worker  along  all  intellectual  lines,  and  aroused  an 
ambition  and  a pride  in  such  pursuits,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  ever 
live . 


(page  4) 

IT  WAS  A PRETTY  SIGHT. 


On  Monday  afternoon,  the  tree-planting,  which  could  not  be  done  on 
Arbor  Day  - Friday,  on  account  of  the  rain,  took  place  with  interesting 
ceremonies . 

Each  class,  selecting  a tree  of  choice  variety,  gathered  around  the 
place  dug  the  Thursday  before,  and  sang  hymns  and  patriotic  songs,  and 
delivered  impromptu  addresses,  many  of  which  were  teeming  with  wit  and 
originality. 

Music  by  the  band  added  a charm  to  the  living  picture. 

The  scene? 

Boys  in  blue;  girls  in  white  aprons;  groups  of  both  here  and  there; 
robins  hopping  about  on  the  fresh  green  sward;  budding  trees  whose 
network  of  leafless  branches  against  the  blue  sky  and  the  shadowy  tints 
on  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  in  the  distance  formed  a background  which 
excelled  any  ever  made  by  brush  on  canvas. 

Then  the  merry  voices  and  happy  shouts  after  the  exercises  served  as 
accompaniment  to  the  closing  selections  of  the  band. 

Arbor  day  of  '99  must  ever  live  in  the  memories  of  those  who 
participated  in  its  enjoyments,  and  in  connection  with  the  impressive 
addresses  made  by  Major  Pratt  and  Assistant  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Standing,  as  well  as  the  recitation,  quotations  and  singing  of  the 
Friday  before  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  all  bearing  upon  the  importance  of 
the  tree  culture,  the  event  surely  made  us  think  more  of  and  care  more 
for  these  gigantic  plant  promoters  of  human  health,  happiness  and 
comfort . 


"Your  little  paper  is  very  attractive,"  claims  a New  York  City 
subscriber . 

[insert  photograph  of  campus  showing  gymnasium,  girls'  dormitory, 
bandstand  and  boys  in  formation  in  the  foreground. 

Caption:  THE  BATTALION  ON  DRESS  PARADE.] 

PRACTICAL  DOSES. 


Carlisle  graduating  Exercises  were  held  on  Thursday,  March  2.  It  was 
one  of  the  famous  days  for  that  splendid  school.  More  than  3,000  people 
were  assembled  for  some  of  the  exercises.  Many  distinguished  visitors 
were  in  attendance.  Seven  hundred  Indian  voices  with  a band 
accompaniment  sang  Kipling's  Recessional  with  soul  stirring  effect.  The 
Graduating  class  numbered  in  all  thirty  three,  and  in  this  class 
fourteen  states  of  the  Union  and  seventeen  tribes  of  Indians  were 
represented.  Carlisle  is  doing  magnificent  work,  and  Major  Pratt's 
practical  doses  of  civilization  are  having  a most  gratifying  effect. 

- [Progress . 

GOD  IN  COMMON  THINGS. 


"When  God  calls  us  to  suffer,  God  calls  us  to  gain  and  grow  thereby, 
says  the  Sunday  School  times.  And  further,  the  same  great  paper  says: 
"Spirituality  is  seeing  God  in  common  things,  and  showing  God  in  common 
tasks.  To  plow  a straight  furrow  on  Monday,  dust  a room  well  on 
Tuesday,  kiss  a bumped  forehead  on  Wednesday,  is  worth  more  than  the 


most  ecstatic  thrill  under  Sunday  eloquence. 


Enigma . 

I am  composed  of  12  letters. 

My  6,  7,  4,  2 is  a vessel  on  water. 

My  12,  8,  9 is  what  farmers  are  beginning  to  do. 

My  3,  10,  1,  5 is  not  false. 

My  1,  4,  11  is  what  we  all  must  have. 

My  whole  is  what  we  generally  have  this  time  of  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Sunshine. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 
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An  invitation  to  experience  the  wonder  of  art 
By  Phil  Cabler 

C.  Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 

Broken  Arrow  artist  Bob  Thomason  and  Loveland,  Colo.,  artist  Hollis 
Williford  will  be  among  10  renowned  artists  exhibiting  original 
paintings  and  sculptures  at  the  Second  Annual  Red  Man  Art  Exhibit  and 
Benefit  Sale.  The  sale  will  take  place  in  the  Bartlesville  Community 
Center  today  through  May  23.  The  sales  begin  this  evening  at  6:30  p.m. 
with  a reception  for  artist  and  buyers.  This  event  will  be  open  to  the 
general  public;  admission  costs  $15.  Hors  d'  oeuvres  and  beverages  will 
be  served. 

The  reception  will  feature  a brief  auction,  with  proceeds  benefiting  the 
Indian  Summer  Festival  Youth  Scholarship  Fund.  After  the  reception 
tonight,  the  sale  will  continue  until  May  23.  During  this  time  admission 
will  be  free,  and  hours  will  be  from  at  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  on  Saturdays, 

11  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  on  Sundays,  and  weekdays  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Art 
subjects  on  display  will  include  Western,  landscapes,  still  life  and 
Native  American. 

Thomason,  predominately  a painter,  again  will  present  his  bold  and 
captivating  works  that  capture  the  rich  Native  American  and  Western 
heritage  of  America.  His  oil  paintings  have  drawn  much  public  acclaim 
and  are  in  constant  demand  by  collectors  everywhere. 

Williford,  a painter  and  sculptor,  will  present  a selection  of  work  that 
emphasizes  his  passion  for  the  great  outdoors.  His  depictions  of 
wildlife  have  captured  the  imaginations  of  viewers  across  the  nation. 

This  year  will  mark  the  second  time  that  the  artworks  of  both  Williford 
and  Thomason  - along  with  many  other  artists  - have  been  shown  in 
Bartlesville.  Thomason  and  Williford  will  exhibit  with  fellow  artists 
Wayne  Cooper,  John  D.  free,  Sheri  Greves-Neilson,  Lita  Dudge,  Mark 
Nelson,  3oel  Ostlind  and  lohnny  Tiger  3r. 

Williford's  painting  style  is  vibrant  and  expressive  in  that  it  is  bold 
and  authoritative  rather  than  delicate,  soft,  or  "pastel-like." 

"Being  a fisherman  and  all  around  outdoors  man  I spend  a significant 
amount  of  my  time  outdoors,"  said  Williford.  "Most  of  my  work  is  taken 
from  real  life,  nature  - things  that  actually  happen  firsthand." 

In  addition  to  his  paintings,  Williford  will  show  a number  of  etchings 
and  sculptures.  Two  of  the  bronze  sculptures  that  he  plans  to  present  at 
the  exhibit  involve  fishing.  One  of  the  pieces,  "Heads  and  Tails," 
portrays  a fly-fisherman  casting.  The  other  piece,  titled  "A  Woman's 


Touch/'  depicts  the  feminine  gesture  found  in  a woman  releasing  a fish 
back  into  the  water. 

Williford's  art  work  is  displayed  at  the  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Oklahoma  City  and  the  Gilcrease  Museum  in  Tulsa.  He  notes  that  he  is 
"exceptionally  proud"  because  institutional  placement  reflects  a level 
of  success  that  ensures  broad  public  exposure. 

He  has  been  an  artist  for  over  30  years.  While  he  is  mostly  known  for 
works  of  bronze  sculpture,  etchings  and  painting,  lately  he  has  been 
putting  his  artistic  energies  into  painting.  He  has  set  a 500-picture 
quota  for  himself  and  has  painted  more  than  270  paintings  in  the  last 
two  years. 

"I  want  to  try  to  reach  a (high)  level  of  performance,"  Williford  said. 
Often  painting  on  location,  he  is  often  seen  out  and  about  braving  the 
elements  with  a big  umbrella,  canvas,  easel  and  his  paints. 

"When  I go  out  to  a particular  location  it's  in  the  early  morning  or 
late  evening  when  there  are  more  colors  and  shadows  to  work  with,"  said 
Williford.  "Usually  there  are  about  two  hours  of  good  light  to  develop  a 
painting.  After  that  the  light  tends  to  change  and  so  does  the  mood  of 
the  picture. 

"When  people  look  at  my  work  I want  them  to  be  able  to  say,  'Oh  I've 
been  there!'  I want  them  to  be  able  to  identify  artistically  and 
personally,"  he  added.  "I  even  hope  that  they  are  able  to  get  a sense  of 
the  temperature  and  the  atmosphere  that  surrounds  the  picture." 

The  results  of  his  ambition  are  good.  Williford  is  the  only  artist  to 
win  "Best  of  Show"  in  the  Prix  de  West  two  times. 

"One  of  the  pieces  that  won  him  this  honor  is  called  'Welcome  Sundown, ' 
a three  quarter  life  size  bronze  statue  that  visitor's  are  able  to  see 
as  they  first  enter  the  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame,"  said  lanet  Odden 
community  center  program  coordinator. 

Like  Williford,  Thomason  also  ventures  outdoors  in  the  service  of  his 
art,  which  is  primarily  historical  in  nature,  depicting  scenes  that 
might  have  occurred  before  and  after  "big"  events  such  as  a battle  or  a 
hunt . 

"Often  I go  on  location  and  do  field  research  by  taking  photos,  drawing 
sketches  and  developing  my  color  schemes,"  said  Thomason.  "Part  of  the 
field  work  that  gives  insight  to  my  work  comes  from  attending  mountain 
rendezvous  in  Oklahoma,  Arkansas  and  several  other  places  that  depict 
people  and  events  such  as  the  Civil  War  or  the  mountain  men  . . . hunting 
and  trapping  and  selling  their  pelts  and  furs." 

Thomason's  sense  of  historical  detail  is  particularly  acute. 

"Thomason's  style  is  aimed  at  greater  detail  and  the  authenticity  of 
preserving  and  recording  things  accurately  in  his  paintings,"  said 
Odden.  "So  when  people  go  back  and  look  at  his  paintings,  they  will  have 
an  accurate  representation  of  how  things  were." 

Thomason  credits  his  growing  up  in  Oklahoma  and  his  Cherokee  heritage  as 
major  inspirations  for  his  efforts  to  capture  the  history  and  folklore 
of  America  through  painting. 

"I'm  very  proud  of  my  Cherokee  heritage,"  he  said.  "I  remember  as  a 
youth  taking  trips  with  my  parents  to  the  Philbrook,  Gilcrease,  and 
Woolaroc  Museums  and  seeing  all  the  images.  That's  something  that  has 
always  stuck  with  me  for  as  long  as  I can  remember. 

"I  like  to  capture  the  subject  matter  of  the  past  and  bring  it  to  the 
present . " 

With  each  picture  that  Thomason  creates,  comes  a story.  Some  stories  are 
understood  by  simply  looking  at  the  painting;  some  stories  suggest  that 
something  is  going  to  transpire;  while  others,  like  "Lords  of  the  Great 
Plains,"  take  viewers  on  a visual  journey  that  will  touch  their  hearts. 

"In  a past,  that  is  lost  forever,  there  was  a time  when  the  land  was 
sacred  and  the  ancient  ones  were  as  one  with  it,"  explained  Thomason. 

"It  was  a time  when  only  the  children  of  the  Great  Spirit  were  here  to 
light  their  fires  in  these  places  with  no  boundaries,  (a  time)  when  the 
forest  was  thick  as  the  fur  on  the  winter  bear  and  the  warrior  could 
walk  from  horizon  to  horizon  on  the  backs  of  the  buffalo,  a time  when 
the  deserts  were  in  bloom  and  the  streams  were  as  pure  as  freshly  fallen 
snow,  and  a time  when  there  were  only  simple  ways. 


"I  saw  with  my  heart  the  conflicts  to  come.  And  whether  it  was  to  be  for 
good  or  bad,  what  was  certain  was  that  there  would  be  change  as  is 
portrayed  in  'Lord  of  Great  Plains , '"  he  said. 

While  Thomason  does  most  of  his  work  in  oil,  watercolor  and  pencil,  he 
recently  has  been  dabbling  with  clay  in  the  hope  of  doing  some  bronze 
work. 

"There's  nothing  easy  about  it,  but  I love  having  experienced  the 
creative  process  and,  hopefully,  by  this  experience,  I've  gained  some 
insight  for  the  creation  of  my  next  work,"  Thomason  said. 

"I  hope  people  that  view  my  paintings  are  able  to  be  inspired  by  a 
visual  journey  and  through  this  journey  are  able  to  get  involved  in  the 
painting,"  he  added. 

People  interested  in  Thomason's  work  can  explore  his  web  site  at 
www.bobthomason.com. 
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How  the  West  really  was  won 

The  Earth  Shall  Weep:  A History  of  Native  America 
By  Dames  Wilson 

Atlantic  Monthly  Press,  449  pp. 

List  price:  $27.00 

Book  Review 
By  Patrick  O'Driscoll 
c.  USA  TODAY 
04/29/99 

Growing  up  in  California  in  the  1950s  and  '60s,  I proudly  wrote  a 
history  of  my  home  state  for  a class  project.  It  glorified  the  Spanish 
priests  who  established  the  18th  century  adobe  missions.  It  celebrated 
the  fortune-seeking  pioneers  who  settled  the  Far  West  in  the  fabled  gold 
rush  of  1849. 

But  Sister  Perpetua  hadn't  taught  us  that  those  sainted  missionaries  had 
brutally  enslaved  entire  bands  of  coastal  Indians.  Nor  had  the  textbooks 
of  the  times  explained  that  those  colorful  '49ers  also  were  land-hungry 
invaders  who  murdered  whole  communities  of  inland  natives  to  remake 
their  mountain  homeland  into  "Gold  Country." 

Eventually,  I learned  the  truth.  But  it  wasn't  until  I read  this 
impressively  researched  volume  that  I understood  how  tragically  well 
European  settlers  and  their  descendants  vanquished  the  New  World's 
aboriginal  peoples. 

Talk  about  ethnic  cleansing.  The  Earth  Shall  Weep  lays  it  out  in  grim 
and  sometimes  gory  detail,  from  slaughter  by  colonizing  armies  to  the 
government's  misguided  efforts  this  century  to  "improve"  Indians  by 
separating  them  from  their  languages  and  cultures. 

Explaining  that  failed  policy  in  a chapter  titled  "Kill  the  Indian  to 
Save  the  Man,"  author  Dames  Wilson,  a British  scholar  of  America's 
native  peoples,  writes:  "The  glorious  story  of  America  would  not  be 
complete  unless,  somehow,  it  included  a happy  ending  for  Indians,  too." 
Some  happy  ending.  A population  of  native  North  Americans  estimated  at  7 
million  at  the  time  of  Columbus  was  reduced  to  fewer  than  250,000  by 
this  century. 

While  Wilson's  work  has  an  attitude  of  advocacy,  this  isn't  a political 
diatribe.  The  facts  speak  bluntly  and  poignantly  enough  for  themselves 
in  a tightly  woven  narrative  history  from  Plymouth  Rock  to  Wounded  Knee 
and  beyond. 


This  is  not  a recitation  of  five  centuries  of  injustice.  Comprehensive 
enough  to  be  a college  text,  this  book  is  full  of  historical  detail  and 
fresh  insight  that  portrays  America's  more  than  600  Indian  tribes  as 
distinctive  societies  rather  than  cookie-cutter  Hollywood  caricatures  in 
war  bonnets  and  face  paint. 

The  final  chapter  and  epilogue  suggest  that  being  Indian  in  today's  more 
tolerant  and  understanding  America  is  still  loaded  with  cultural 
contradictions,  threats  and  trade-offs. 

Surveying  America  by  region  and  chronology,  Wilson  traces  each  tribe 
through  a sadly  familiar  sequence  of  events  common  to  first  encounters 
with  Europeans:  cooperation,  broken  promises,  conflict,  massacres  and 
forced  removal  from  the  land.  In  each  case,  "manifest  destiny"  was  the 
Indians'  downfall. 

The  chapters  open  with  "origin  stories,"  still  told,  resembling  a Book 
of  Genesis  blend  of  myth,  belief  and  history  for  each  tribe.  Here  the 
book  quickly  parts  company  with  conventional  histories  by  drawing  deeply 
on  oral  tradition. 

"Within  most  Native  American  cultures  there  is  no  clear  distinction 
between  'story'  and  'history,'  " explains  Wilson,  who  looks  past 
conventional  Eurocentric  versions  of  events  for  vivid  accounts  handed 
down  through  Indian  generations.  They  range  from  surviving  narratives  of 
the  Northeast  natives  who  first  encountered  white  colonists  to 
first-person  accounts  of  shameful  20th  century  outrages  committed 
against  Indian  children  by  government  boarding  schools  in  the  name  of 
assimilation . 

The  author  cites  many  "official"  sources,  too,  including  some  commonly 
held  views  from  the  past  that  are  astonishingly  cruel  and  racist  by 
today's  standards. 

Imagine  the  White  House  uttering  today  what  President  Martin  Van  Buren 
said  in  1837  to  justify  making  room  for  more  white  settlers:  "No  State 
can  achieve  proper  culture,  civilization  and  progress  as  long  as  Indians 
are  permitted  to  remain." 

In  California,  that  attitude  reduced  an  estimated  700,000  natives  before 
the  white  man  arrived  to  perhaps  15,000  by  1900.  Wilson  wryly  notes  that 
my  home  state  "denies  its  Indian  origins  as  completely  as  New  England." 

But  in  the  Northeast,  at  least  they  have  numerous  Indian  place  names. 

Those  in  California,  of  course,  were  crowded  off  the  map,  Wilson  says, 

"by  the  names  of  Catholic  saints  and  Anglo  pioneers." 

Talk  about  a history  lesson. 
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"WOMAN  OF  HONOR" 

In  the  womb  of  life. 

Solitude  of  darkness. 

An  image  of  my  people. 

The  heart  of  a past. 

My  mother  cleans 
My  heart,  soul  and  mind 
Through  all  my  relatives. 

With  earth,  water,  fire. 

Eagle,  pipe  and  sacred  songs. 

Slowly  my  mother  purifies  a life. 

And  in  respect, 

I know  her  always. 

As  a woman  of  honor. 


In  this  sacred  womb. 


Life  is  expressed. 

With  understanding,  care  and  love. 
For  in  such  a sacred  womb. 

Springs  forth  an  image. 

Of  times  gone  by. 

Shadows  of  the  past. 

Relatives  of  the  heart. 

Slowly  my  mother  purifies  a life. 
And  in  respect, 

I know  her  always. 

As  a woman  of  honor. 

To  the  East, 

Where  the  sun  rises. 

To  the  South, 

Where  the  warm  air  flows  from. 

To  the  North, 

Where  the  cold  air  comes  from. 

To  the  West, 

Where  the  sun  sets. 

In  this  sacred  womb, 

I send  these  words. 

In  this  sacred  lodge. 

For  the  woman  I honor. 

Mother  Earth. 


Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 
by: 


<>  kibbey@sierra.net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director  <> 
<>  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 
<>  1581  Pinenut  Circle  <> 
<>  Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  11-17 


(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

11 

Sing  to  me  a song  of  beginnings  in  this  land  of  many  rainbows! 

12 

Never  be  content  with  what  is  --  always  seek  to  realize  what  might  be. 

13 

Never  close  your  mind  to  possibilities. 

14 

The  fruits  of  the  land  sustain  me. 

15 

The  sun  bathes  me  in  its  perfect  warmth. 

16 

All  needs  draw  upon  the  Source  of  mana  within. 

17 

A lei  of  blessings  I weave  for  you. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE : Indian  Treaty  Conference"  

Date:  Sat,  1 May  1999  11:19:14  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : For  distribution:  Updated  Conference  Invitation 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  For  distribution:  Updated  Conference  Invitation 
"Includes  local  contact  number  for  transportation  from  airport." 

Date:  Saturday,  May  1,  1999 
From:  Corecom  <iitcakpp@corecom . net> 

Organization:  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 

ANNOUNCEMENT  AND  INVITATION 
25TH  ANNIVERSARY  INTERNATIONAL 
INDIAN  TREATY  CONFERENCE 
From  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Hunkpapa  Treaty  Council,  the  Flunkpapa  Lakota 
Red  Robe  Women's  Society,  and  Wanblee  Wakpeh  Oyate,  the  IITC  will 
hold  its  25th  Anniversary  Treaty  Conference  in  Lakota  Nation  Territory, 
Dune  23  - 26,  1999.  The  site  will  be  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte),  a sacred 
traditional  area  in  the  Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills),  at  the  Rosebud 
Educational,  Cultural,  and  Spiritual  Center  about  40  miles  from  Rapid 
City,  South  Dakota. 

The  Conference  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  Indigenous  Peoples  from 
many  countries  and  Nations  to  share  information,  discuss  developments 
>from  community  to  international  levels,  and  build  joint  strategies  in 
response  to  critical  issues  facing  our  Peoples  and  lands.  The  Conference 
will  be  camp-out  with  meals  provided.  No  alcohol  or  drug  use  is 
permitted  at  this  site.  Motels  rooms  are  available  7 miles  away  in  the 
town  of  Sturgis. 

Bear  Butte  is  a sacred  site  for  both  the  Lakota  (Sioux)  and  Tsitsistas 
(Cheyenne)  Nations,  used  for  traditional  ceremonial  purposes  since  time 
immemorial.  With  the  unilateral  violation  of  the  1868  Ft.  Laramie  Treaty 
with  the  Lakota,  largely  motivated  by  gold  mining  and  timber  interests 
which  continue  to  exploit  the  Black  Hills  region  today.  Bear  Butte  and 
the  Black  Hills  were  illegally  appropriated  by  the  U.S. 

The  issue  of  Treaty  rights  and  Treaty  violations  will  be  a primary  focus 
at  the  Conference,  in  honor  of  the  host  Nation  and  site,  as  well  as  in 
response  to  the  significant  international  developments  which  have 
occurred  in  recent  years.  A focal  point  will  be  a review  of  the  draft 
final  report  of  United  Nations'  Treaty  Study. 

In  addition  to  Treaties  and  Agreements,  key  areas  for  discussion  will 
be  Religious  Freedom,  cultural  rights  and  protection  of  sacred  sites; 
Biological  diversity,  environmental  protection,  sustainable  development, 
and  safeguarding  traditional  knowledge  and  resources;  land  rights  and 
land  demarcation;  impacts  of  mining  and  oil  extraction;  Indigenous  youth 
issues  including  youth  workshops  and  programs;  prisoners  rights  and 
arbitrary  detentions;  international  standard-setting  with  a focus  on  the 
U.N.  Draft  Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  Rights  of 
the  Child;  and  strengthening  of  Traditional  governments.  Sovereignty 
and  Self-determination. 

For  information  call  IITC  in  Minneapolis,  phone:  (612)  359-0200, 

San  Francisco  (415)  641-4482,  or  Alaska  (907)  745-4482; 

Send  email  to:  iitc@igc.apc.org  or  iitcak@corecom.net 
Call  (605)  355-9056  in  Rapid  City  for  conference  information 
and  transportation  from  airport. 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  26  April  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


UUCP  email 


May  7-8:  Augusta  Pow  Wow,  Linwood  Hayne  Boy  Scout  Camp,  Hwy.  56,  Augusta,  GA 
Host  drum:  Billy  Horse.  Gourd  dancing,  powwow  dancing.  Native  American  arts 
and  crafts,  midnight  auction. 

Info:  Billy  Medeiros  (706)  771-1221  or  krazywilly@mindspring.com. 


Date:  Wed,  28  Apr  1999  13:18:57  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Anishinabe  Language  Conference 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ANISHINABE  WI  YUNG  CONFERENCE  1999 

May  11-14,  1999  *For  further  information: 

Grand  Casino  Hotel  & Convention  Center  *Laurie  Harper  218  335-9897 
Hinckley,  Minnesota  * 1 888  829-4240 

"Its  not  WHAT  will  you  telll  your  great,  great  grandchildren ....  but  HOW 
will  you  tell  them!!  S.Premo 

You  are  invited  to  join  other  Anishinabe  of  all  ages  to  share  ideas  and 
experiences.  This  time  will  allow  us  to  come  together  as  we  once  did  long 
ago.  A great  gathering,  where  we  can  meet  and  make  friends,  laugh  and 
share  stories  and  trade  our  crafts. 

Tuesday,  May  11  Travel  Day 
3-8pm  registration 

7- 9pm  Mocassin  Game,  Bagesii  Game  and  LaCrosse  Demonstration 

Wednesday,  May  12 

7am  Registration  & continental  breakfast 

8- 9am  Invocation  & Opening  Assembly 

9:15-10:30am  Workshop  sessions 

10:30-ll:45am  Workshop  sessions 

ll:45-lpm  Lunch  w/  open  microphone 

l:15-2:30pm  Workshop  sessions 

2:30-3:45pm  Workshop  sessions 

7pm  Dinner 

7:30pm  Evening  Entertainment : Annie  Humphrey  / Play:"Born  Again  Savage 

Thursday,  May  13 

same  as  above  with  workshop  sessions 
7pm  PowWow  Host  Drum:  Walking  Bull 

Co-Host  Drum  : Blackhawk  Singers 

Invited  Drums  : Lakeshore,  LCO  Badgers,  Little  Otter  & Chippewa 

Nation 

Friday,  May  14 

7am  Continental  Breakfast 

8am  - NOON  Invocation  & Closing  Session 

Confirmed  speakers  to  date:  Raining  Boyd,  Dorothy  Sam,  Dim  Clark,  Dulie 
Shingobe,  Eileen  Skinaway,  lim  Bedeau,  Gilbert  Caribou,  Harold  Frogg, 

Hartley  White,  Larry  Aitken,  Bruce  Sonnenberg. 


Date:  Tue,  20  Apr  1999  16:32:17  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Horning  < jhorning@fguardians .org> 

Subj:  4th  ANNUAL  RUN  FOR  THE  RIVER  5K 

PLEASE  30IN  US  FOR 
FOREST  GUARDIANS' 

4TH  ANNUAL  RUN  FOR  THE  RIVER  5K 
SUNDAY,  MAY  9TH,  1999 

FOR  REGISTRATION  MATERIALS  CALL  US  AT  505/988-9126 
OR  SEND  AN  E-MAIL  TO 
SWWI LD@FGUARDIANS . ORG 
Details  Follow 

WHAT:  The  Run  for  the  River  5k  is  a Sunday  morning  5-Kilometer  (3.1  mile) 
run  and  walk  for  people  of  all  ages.  All  runners  receive  a T-shirt.  The 
race  is  a USTAF  certified  course. 


WHERE:  The  race  begins  Southwest  of  downtown  Santa  Fe  near  the  Airport. 
>From  downtown  Santa  Fe  take  Cerrillos  Road.  From  the  traffic  light  at 
Cerrillos  Road  and  St.  Francis  continue  on  Cerrillos  Road  for  4.5  miles  to 
Airport  Road.  Take  a right  on  Airport  Road  and  go  6.5  miles  where  the  race 
starts.  From  Albuquerque  take  the  599  exit  north  off  1-25.  Go  1 mile  to  the 
new  stoplight , which  is  Airport  road.  Take  a left  on  Airport  road  and  go 
3.3  miles  to  the  race  start.  For  more  information  call  (505)  988-9126. 

WHEN:  Sunday,  May  9,  1999.  Race  starts  at  10:00  am.  Race-day  registration 
until  9:30  am.  Additional  race  forms  can  be  picked  up  at  sports  stores  and 
outdoor  stores  in  Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe  and  our  website: 
www. f guardians . org 

PACKET  PICKUP:  Early  pickup  and  registration,  8-6  Friday,  May,  7th  and 
12-5,  Saturday,  May  8th  at  Forest  Guardians  office  at  1411  Second  Street, 
Santa  Fe,  NM.  Each  packet  includes  race  T-shirt,  a Boulder  bar  and  other 
goodies . 

AGE  GROUPS:  Classifications  are  men's  and  women's  divisions  ages:  19  and 

under,  20-29,30-39,  40-49,  50-59,  60-69,  70  and  older. 

AWARDS/DRAWINGS:  Men's  and  women's  age-group  winners  and  overall  winners 
all  win  race  prizes.  A post-race  raffle  is  open  to  all  race-contestants. 
PARKING:  Parking  will  be  available  at  the  race  start/finish . 

RUN  CAUSE:  Race  proceeds  benefit  the  Santa  Fe  river  restoration  project  and 
Forest  Guardians  river  advocacy  efforts. 

Race  sponsors  include:  Odwalla,  Wild  Oats,  Ten  Thousand  Waves,  Outside 

Magazine,  Patagonia,  Santa  Fe  Greenhouses,  Santa  Fe  Screenprinters,  Runners 

World,  Blue  Sky  Natural  Beverages,  Fred's  Breads  and  Anasazi  Fields  Winery. 

John  C.  Horning 

Watershed  Protection  Program 

Forest  Guardians 

1411  Second  Street 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87505 

505/  988-9126 

505/  989-8623  fax 

http://www.fguardians.org 


Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  20:09:02  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo . com> 

Subj : Fwd:  Powwows 

Here  are  some  powwow's  you  might  be  intersted  in 
Later  chuck 


Date:  Thu,  25  Feb  1999  10:32:28  -0800 

From:  Christine  Durham  <cdurham@lane.kl2. or. us> 

Hi  there  - 

I saw  your  post  on  the  Southern  Powwows  message  board.  Here  is  what  I have 
so  far  for  southeastern  powwows  in  1999  - remember  to  call  well  in  advance 
to  make  sure  they  haven't  been  cancelled  or  rescheduled. 

May  7-9,  1999 

12th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Powwow 
Farmer's  Market,  Knoxville,  TN  (Off  1-640) 

MC:  3o3o  Rice 

Over  $7,000  in  prizes  - dance  competition,  drum  competition,  hoop  dance 
competition,  tipi  camp  & competition 

On-site  camping  & parking  - bring  your  own  chairs/blankets 
(423)  579-1384  (Vickie) 

May  8,  1999 

Occoneechee  State  Park  Powwow 

Clarksville,  VA 

374-2436 

May  8-10,  1999 
Lumbee  Tribe's  Spring  Powwow 
Robeson  Co.  Fairgrounds,  Lumberton,  NC 
(910)  521-8602 
May  14-15,  1999 


Lumbee  Spring  Powwow 

Robeson  Co.  Fairgrounds,  Lumberton,  NC 
(910)  521-8602 
May  14-16,  1999 

Honor  the  Ancestors  Traditional  Native  American  Powwow 
Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV 

Admission:  2$  + 1 non-perishable  canned  good 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Larry  Two  Rivers 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Bonnie  Red  Basket 

MC:  Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands 

Arena  Director:  Dohn  Shadow  Eagle 

Security:  Tony  Little  Goat 

Host  Drums:  Mother  Earth  Beat,  Two  Feathers 

Guest  Drums:  Red  Bird  Singers,  Turtle  Clan  Drum,  Buffalo  Drum 
(304)  253-7351  x.1431  (Mel  Walking  Bear) 

May  14-16,  1999 

New  Moon  of  Spring  Native  American  Festival 

Dragon  Run  Inn,  Churchview,  VA 

(804)  795-1316  (Mayflower  or  Black  Turtle) 

May  15-16,  1999 
Tuscarora  Nation  Powwow 
Tribal  Grounds,  Maxton,  NC 
May  15-16,  1999 

Richmond  Community  College  Powwow 
Hamlet,  NC 

May  21-23,  1999 
7th  Monacan  Indian  Powwow 
Rte . 130,  Elon,  NC 
(804)  946-0389 
May  21-23,  1999 

Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival 
Sharon  School,  King  William,  VA 
May  22-23,  1999 
American  Indian  Festival 

Gwinnett  Co.  Fairgrounds,  Lawrenceville,  GA 
Voice  in  the  Wind,  P.0.  Box  779,  Danielsville,  GA  30633 
(770)  803-9553 
May  29-30,  1999 
Memorial  Day  Powwow 

Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC 
(888)  291-0632 
May  29-30,  1999 
American  Indian  Festival 
Chesapeake  City  Park,  Chesapeake,  VA 
May  29-30,  1999 

Triangle  Native  American  Society  Powwow 
State  Farmer's  Market 
Raleigh,  NC 

May  29-30,  1999 
Monacan  Indian  Powwow 
Amherst  County,  VA 
Dune  5-6,  1999 

Mattamuskeet  Indian  Nation  Annual  Powwow 
Moratoc  Park,  Williamston,  NC 
Dune  11-12,  1999 

Occaneechi  Saponi  Spring  Cultural  Festival  on  the  Eno  River 
Hillsborough,  NC 
Dune  12,  1999 

Virginia  Indian  Heritage  Festival 
Damestown  Settlement,  Williamsburg,  VA 
Dune  19-21,  1999 
15th  Annual  Memphis  Powwow 
Halle  Stadium,  Memphis,  TN 
(901)  373-3885  (Alice  Henry) 

Dune  19-21,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE 


AICA  Summer  Powwow 

Van  Hoy  Family  Campground,  Union  Grove,  NC 
Dune  19-20,  1999 
Mattaponi  Powwow 

Mattaponi  Reservation,  West  Point,  VA 
(804)  769-4447  (Mark  Custalow) 

Dune  27-Duly  4,  1999 
Lumbee  Homecoming 
Pembroke,  NC 
(910)  521-8602 
Duly  2-4,  1999 
4th  of  Duly  Powwow 

Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC 
(888)  291-0632  (Eddie  Swimmer  or  Donna  Dumper) 

Duly  11-12,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Spirit  of  the  Wolf  American  Indian  Powwow  & Western  Festival 
Prince  William  Co.  Fairgrounds,  10624  Dumfries  Rd.,  Manassas,  VA 
(717)  733-0811 
Duly  23-24,  1999 

16th  Cherokee  of  Hoke  County  Festival 

Rockfish  Davis  Bridge,  NC 

910-0222 

Duly  24-26,  1999 

Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow 

Georgia  National  Fairgrounds  (1-75  exit  42),  Perry,  GA 
Native  Way  Production,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Rd.,  Albany,  GA  31705 
(912)  951-0901  (Dianna  Palmer,  days) 
or  (912)  787-5180  (Derry  Laney,  evenings) 

Duly  31,  1999 
Native  American  Festival 
Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA 

August  (Exact  Date  TBA),  1999 
American  Indian  Festival 

Market  Square,  301  King  St.,  Alexandria,  VA 

August  7-9,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
6th  Annual  Frank  Liske  Park  Powwow 
Concord,  NC 
(704)  826-8732 

August  8-9,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
15th  Annual  Eno-Occaneechi  Powwow 
Mary  Grove  Church  Rd.,  Mebane,  NC 

(910)  376-8280  (Cleophus  Whitemore)  or  (919)  563-4640  (Leroy  Whitmore) 
August  15-16,  1999 
Nansemond  Tribal  Powwow 

Lone  Star  Lake  Lodge,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Suffolk,  VA 
(757)  393-1637  (Earl  Bass) 

September  5-7,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Rebirth  of  a Nation  Native  American  Powwow 
New  River  Valley  Fairgrounds,  Rt.  100  North,  Dublin,  VA 
(540)  382-1734  (Art  Hoover) 

September  11-12,  1999 
Coharie  Powwow 

Rt.  3,  Box  304- E,  Clinton,  NC 
(910)  564-6909 

September  12,  1999 
Indian  Heritage  Festival  & Powwow 
Martinsville,  VA 
(703)  666-8600 

September  17-19,  1999 

4th  Annual  "Gathering  of  the  People"  Powwow 
Rockfish  Fire  Dept.,  Rte.  151,  Rockfish  Gap,  VA 
September  18-20,  1999 

Guilford  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Daycee  Park,  Greensboro,  NC 
(919)  273-8686 


September  24-25,  1999 
Indian  Trail  Powwow 

Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail,  NC 
(704)  331-4818 

September  24-26,  1999 
Kituwah  Festival  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center,  Asheville,  NC 
(704)  252-3880 

September  25-26,  1999 
Powwow  at  McIntosh  Reserve 
Whitesburg,  GA 
Katinsal@aol . com 

September  25-26,  1999 

Durham  Technical  Community  College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham,  NC 
(919)  686-3588 

September  25-26  1999 
Chickahominy  Festival 
Rt.  1,  Box  299,  Providence  Forge,  VA 
(804)  829-2186  (Chief  Adkins  P.  Owen) 

September  25-27,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Spirit  of  the  Indian  Powwow 
Crozet,  VA 

(804)  929-0334  (George  Whitewolf) 

October  1-3,  1999 

Cumberland  County  Native  American  Annual  Powwow 
Memorial  Indoor  Arena,  Feyetteville,  NC 
October  2-4,  1999 

Southeastern  Indian  Nation  2nd  Annual  Powwow  in  Flonor  of  American  Vetera 
Albany  Flea  Market,  Albany,  GA 

Native  Way  Production,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Rd.,  Albany,  GA  31705 
(912)  951-0901  (Dianna  Palmer,  days) 
or  (912)  787-5180  (lerry  Laney,  evenings) 

October  9-10,  1999 

Chicora  Siouan  Indian  Nation  4th  Annual  Powwow 
Andrews,  SC 
(843)  264-3231 

October  10-11,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Indian  Summer  Powwow 
Roanoke,  VA 

(804)  929-0334  (George  Whitewolf) 

October  16-17,  1999 
Waccamaw-Siouan  Powwow 
Old  Lake  Road,  Bolton,  NC 
(910)  655-8778  (Brenda  Moore) 

October  17,  1999 
Tri  City  POW/MIA  Honor  Powwow 
Fort  Lee,  VA 

(804)  478-5056  (Larry  White  Eagle) 

October  23-25,  1999 
Meherrin  Indian  Tribe  Powwow 
Winton,  NC 

(919)  398-3321  or  (919)  348-2166 
October  24-25,  1999 
Annual  Clarksville  Intertribal  Powwow 
Austin  Peay  State  University,  Clarksville,  TN 
Northern  Drums:  Bull  Run  Singers,  Redhawk  Singers 
Southern  Drums:  All  Nation  Singers 
Gourd  Dancing 

(931)  326-5837  (David  or  Ingrid  Baker) 

November  5-6,  1999 
Alabama  Statewide  Powwow 
Garrett  Coliseum,  Montgomery,  AL 
November  6-8,  1999 
12th  Annual  AIA  Orlando  Powwow 
Central  Florida  Fairgrounds,  Orlando,  FL 


(407)  331-8399 

November  7-8,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Indian  Heritage  Festival 

Town  Creek  Indian  Mound  State  Historic  Site,  Mt.  Gilead,  NC 
(919)  439-6802 

November  12-14,  1999 
Echota  Cherokee  Powwow 
Decatur,  AL 

November  13-15,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Share  the  Spirit  1998  Native  American  Festival 

Poplar  Grove  Plantation,  10  miles  north  of  Wilmington,  NC  on  U.S.  17  North 
November  14,  1999  - DATE  IS  APPROXIMATE,  PLEASE  CALL 
Occaneechi-Saponi  Homecoming 

Pleasant  Grove  Elementary  School,  Pleasant  Grove,  NC 
(919)  732-8512  or  (919)  304-3723 
December  4-6,  1999 
Georgia  National  Indian  Festival 

Georgia  National  Fairgrounds  (1-75  exit  42),  Perry,  GA 
Native  Way  Production,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Rd.,  Albany,  GA  31705 
(912)  951-0901  (Dianna  Palmer,  days) 
or  (912)  787-5180  (Derry  Laney,  evenings) 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 

May  28-30th 

Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 

Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Ave 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


The  Cathedral  Lakes  May-Day  Celebration  (Pow  Wow)  will  be  held  May  21, 
22  & 23,  1999,  Keremeos,  Southern  B.C.  Canada,  in  the  beautiful  Ashnola 
Valley  where  you  will  be  surrounded  by  cliffs  and  there  is  plenty  of 
camping  along  the  Ashnola  River. 

HOST  DRUM:  1995/96/98  World  Class  singing  Champions  - High  Noon, 
Hobbema,  Alberta,  Canada 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Derry  Meninick  - Yakama  - Toppenish,  Wa.  U.S. A. 


ARENA  DIRECTORS:  Alex  0.  Shepherd  - Paiute/Nava jo  - St.  George,  Ut . U.S.A. 
HONORARY  DRUM:  Dine'  Nation  Dr.'s  - Tuba  City,  Arizona,  U.S.A. 

SPECIAL  GUEST  : LITEFOOT  - Concert  Saturday  evening. 

GRAND  ENTRIES:  Fri.  -7:00  pm.  Saturday  & Sunday  - 1:00  pm.  & 7:00  pm. 

HAND  DRUM  CONTEST  - Northern  style 

JUNIOR  JAMES  SPECIAL  - Boys  5 years  old  and  under 

ADULT  CATEGORIES:  Mens:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Womens:-  Traditional,  Jingle  & Fancy 
TEEN  CATEGORIES:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Jingle  & Fancy 
JUNIOR  CATEGORIES:  7 - 12:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Jingle  & Fancy 
ADULT  GOLDEN  AGE:  Mens:  - Combined 

Womens:-  Combined 

STICKGAME  TOURNAMENT 

Starting  Saturday,  May  22/99  at  noon. 

HORSE  RACING  99 

Sat  & Sun,  May  22  & 23/99  at  4:00  pm. 

And  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  VENDORS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

FOOD  CONCESSIONS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

Please  pay  before  set  up  - provide  your  own  generators 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  - JAY  BEGAYE  AT  1-250-499-7056 

NO  COLLECT  CALLS  -PLEASE! 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation . .for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : JOHN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 


Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce. 

Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 
powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5019 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Tue,  6 Apr  1999  09:20:00  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 

More  Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
for  Alabama,  Kentucky,  & Tennessee 

Note:  the  following  abbreviations  may  be  used  in  the  accompanying  text: 

AD  - Arena  Director,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HM  - Head  Man, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HS  - Head  Singer, 

HH  - Host  Motel,  ND  - Northern  Drum,  SD  - Southern  Drum, 

FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  MC  - Master  of  Ceremonies, 

GE  - Grand  Entry. 

Also  Note:  some  events  are  not  strictly  of  Native  American  origin,  but 
may  be  of  interest  to  enough  readers  to  include  their  listing  in  these 
pages.  Such  events  will  be  prefaced  with  the  following  symbol:  (**).  Some 
events  are  subject  to  cancellation  or  postponement,  so  be  sure  to  call 
ahead  before  you  go. 

May  7-9:  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored 
by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  the  event  (which  was  previously  held 
at  the  World's  Fair  Site)  will  take  place  at  the  Knoxville  Farmers'  Market, 
next  to  the  Knoxville  Crossing  Mall  (formerly  known  as  East  Towne  Mall). 

MC:  Jo  Jo  Rice  (Oto/Sauk-Fox),  HM:  Lowery  Begay  (Navaho),  HL:  JoAnne 
Steele  (Lakota),  Sr.  Princess:  Kikki  Standing  Deer  (Ponca/Cherokee),  HD: 


Cedar  Tree  Singers.  Over  $7,500  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 
Tipi  competitions.  Reserved  pow  wow  seating  (bring  lawn  chairs/blankets). 
Camping  & restrooms  onsite.  Contact/information:  Traders,  (423)  687-9675 
or  rlspi@icx.net;  Drums  & Dancers,  (423)  609-7009,  (423)  579-1384  or 
jrouam@lock-net.com;  Tipi  Owners,  (423)  475-9286  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 
Website:  http: //www. wisdom keepers . org/etil/ 

May  7-9:  Mothers  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cahaba  Shrine  Park,  Huntsville,  AL. 
Info:  (256)  859-4470  [Park],  or  (256)  379-4751  [Karen]. 

May  8:  (**)  International  Migratory  Bird  Day,  Ocoee  Whitewater  Center, 
near  Ducktown,  TIM.  Includes  interpretive  programs  & nature  hikes,  with 
bird  viewing  & identification.  Info:  Teresa  Bidez  or  Sherry  Sparks,  Ocoee 
Whitewater  Center/Cherokee  National  Forest,  Route  1,  Box  285,  Copperhill, 

TN  37317  (423)  496-5197. 

May  14-16:  Lawrence  County  Schools'  Indian  Festival,  Oakville  Indian 
Museum,  Oakville,  AL.  Info:  (256)  905-2494. 

May  14-16:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Spring  Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns,  Valley 
Head,  AL.  HD:  Southeast  Sunrise  Singers,  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  lacquie 
Ravenheart  Saeger,  HH:  Quality  Inn,  Fort  Payne  (800)  228-5151.  Info:  Sally 
Eastman  (256)  635-0024.  Sponsored  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama.  On-site  camping  available. 

May  18-20:  Trail  of  Tears  Association  Annual  Conference,  Sweetwater,  TN. 
Includes  lectures,  workshops,  fellowship.  Info:  (931)  946-7848  or  948-7846. 

May  22-23:  East  Hickman  County  Pow  Wow,  Wrigley's  L.A.  Miller  Ball  Park, 
Lyles,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  Guest  Drums:  Eagle  Scouts,  and  Redhawk; 

MC:  Eddie  Nickens;  ST:  Rogers  Clinch;  HM:  Ken  Carpenter;  HL:  Dorothy 
Duckepoo;  Sr.  Princess:  Olivia  Breeden;  Hr.  Princess:  Bethany  Baker;  Head 
Veteran:  Clayton  Priest.  Info:  Sheila  or  Grady  lones  (931)  670-5465. 

May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shepherdsville,  KY.  Info: 

(502)  331-9792. 

Ongoing:  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  Vonore,  TN.  Operated  by  the  Eastern 
Band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  and  open  daily,  except  for  Thanksgiving  & 
Christmas  days. 

Hours:  Mon. -Sat.,  9am-5pm;  Sun.,  noon-5pm.  Info:  Sequoyah  Birthplace 
museum,  Citico  Road  (PO  Box  69),  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246. 

For  more  information  on  Tennessee  events,  contact  the  Tennessee 
Department  of  Tourist  Development,  5th  Floor,  Rachel  lackson  Building,  320 
Sixth  Avenue  North,  Nashville,  TN  37243. 

For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  dial  1-800 -ALABAMA. 

Note:  This  newsletter  is  published  free  of  charge  to  all  those  seeking 
information  on  Native  American  events  in  the  Southeast.  You  may  feel  free 
to  copy  or  pass  this  information  on  to  anyone  who  you  feel  is  interested 
in  such  events. 

To  have  your  e-mail  address  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list,  simply 
send  a message  to  wanige@aol.com,  stating  your  wishes.  You  may  also  send 
updates,  cancellations  or  additional  pow  wow  or  festival  information  to 
this  address. 


Subj : Carolina/Virgina  Spring  Events 
Date:  Thu,  22  Apr  1999  12:00:37  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest  in  the  Carolinas,  Virginias  & Maryland 

May  7-9:  Lumbee  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Robeson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lumberton,  NC. 
Info:  (910)  521-2462  or  521-8602. 

May  8-9:  Occaneechee  State  Park  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Clarksville, 
VA.  Info:  3ohn  Blackfeather  (919)  732-8512,  or  Occaneechee  Ranger's 
Office  (804)  374-2210. 

May  8-9:  AIS  of  Washington,  DC,  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Indian  Pines, 
Ruther  Glenn,  VA.  Info:  Chuck  Tsinnie  (301)  877-9616. 

May  14-16:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  in  memory  of  Russel  Two  Feathers. 
At  Tomahawk  Park,  near  Copley,  WV.  Sponsored  by  Mother  Earth  Beat  & 
Tomahawk  Park.  Host  Drums:  Mother  Earth  Beat,  Two  Feathers;  Guest  Drum: 

Red  Bird  Singers;  Invited  Drums:  Turtle  Clan  Drum,  Buffalo  Drum,  New 
Village  Singers;  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red  Basket;  MC:  Stewart 


Many  Hands;  AD:  Dohn  Shadow  Eagle;  Security:  Tony  Little  Goat. 

Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647  or  Sandy  Little  Robin  (304)  349-2088, 
or  charlton@cwv.net,  or,  Mel  Walking  Bear  (304)  253-7351,  ext.  1431; 
or  wkngbear@gwv.net. 

May  14-16:  Tuscarora  Nation  Annual  Gathering,  Cory  Road,  Maxton,  NC. 

Info:  Leon  Locklear  (910)  844-3352;  fax:  (910)  844-3940. 

May  15-16:  Richmond  Community  College  Pow  Wow,  on  the  RCC  campus,  Hamlet, 
NC.  Info:  Him  Davis  (910)  582-7000. 

May  15-Oct.  25:  Oconaluftee  Indian  Village,  Cherokee,  NC,  open  daily, 
9:00am-5:30pm.  Features  & activities  include  guided  tours  of  an  18th 
century  Cherokee  village,  a seven-sided  council  house,  artisans 
demonstrating  their  crafts,  explanations  of  culture  & lifestyles.  Located 
on  US  Hwy.  441,  adjacent  to  the  Mountainside  Theatre.  Info:  Oconaluftee 
Indian  Village,  PO  Box  398,  Cherokee,  NC  28719  (828)  497-2111  or 
cheratt@dnet.net.  Website:  www.dnet.net/~cheratt. 

May  21-23:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival,  Sharon  School,  King  William, 

VA.  Info:  (804)  769-2408. 

May  21-23:  Art  Show  by  Luzene  Hill,  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian, 

Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  22-24:  Monacan  Indian  Nation  Pow  Wow,  Elon,  VA.  Info:  Daniel  Red  Elk 
(804)  384-4676,  or  Monacan  Tribal  Office  (804)  946-0389. 

May  28-31:  Art  Show  by  Marina  Robbins,  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian, 
Cherokee  Indian  Reservation,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

May  29-30:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds  of 
the  Cherokee  Indian  Reservation,  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  Eddie  (888)  291-0632, 
or  Mary  Dumper  (828)  497-2822.  For  further  info  on  this  & other  events  on 
the  reservation,  contact:  Cherokee  Tribal  Travel  & Promotions,  PO  Box  460, 
Cherokee,  NC  28719,  or  (800)  438-1601,  (828)  497-9195/fax:  (828)  497-3220. 
Website:  www.cherokee-nc.com.  All  events  subject  to  re-scheduling  or 
cancellation . 

May  29:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  King  William,  VA. 

Info:  Roland  Adams  (804)  769-2408,  Dean  Adams  769-0881  (evenings),  or 
769-0041. 

May  29-30:  Indian  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  Chesapeake  City  Park, 
Chesapeake,  VA.  Free  admission.  Info:  Bill  Petree  (757)  421-3145,  or 
(757)  393-1637. 

May  29-30:  Monacan  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Amherst  County,  VA.  Info: 

(804)  929-1792  or  (919)  779-5044. 

May  30:  All  Nations  Indian  Club  Spring  Pow  Wow,  Preinkert  Field  House, 
University  of  Maryland  campus.  College  Park,  MD.  MC:  Sam  Windyboy 
(Chippewa/Cree) ; HM:  TBA;  HL:  TBA;  Head  Gourd  Dance  Singer:  Michael  Rose; 

HD:  Silver  Cloud  Singers  (New  York  City);  AD-Northern:  Clayton  Old  Elk 
(Crow);  AD-Southern:  Don  Neconie  (Kiowa).  Gates  open,  10am;  Gourd  Dancing, 
noon;  Grand  Entry  & competition  dancing,  1:30pm.  Info:  (703)  222-9101. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  4 May  1999  10:09:18  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  May  3-6,  1999 
MON  - 5/3:Current  Events: 

So  much  is  happening  in  Indian  Country,  from  the  opening  of  the  first  Native 
American  Aeronautics  School  in  New  Mexico  to  the  first  Native  March  for 
Sovereign  Rights  in  Alaska.  We  will  also  bring  you  an  update  on  Leonard 
Peltier's  fight  for  freedom  and  introduce  you  to  a group  of  Pueblos 
performing  an  opera. 

TUE  - 5/4:  Cradleboard  Project: 

The  Cradleboard  Teaching  Project  is  the  result  of  the  perseverance  of 
entertainer  and  educator,  Buffy  Sainte-Marie  of  the  Cree  Nation.  For  the 
past  thirty  years  she  has  traveled  the  world  interacting  with  diverse 


peoples  promoting  Native  culture  and  helping  children  of  all  ethnic 
backgrounds  discover  that  Native  American  culture  is  alive  and  well. 

WED  - 5/5:  Born  Again  Indians: 

Christianity  has  forever  made  an  impression  on  Native  America.  Many  tribal 
communities  adopted  this  form  of  spirituality  within  the  context  of  their 
own  beliefs.  But  because  of  past  experiences,  many  have  mixed  emotions  about 
their  religious  beliefs.  Why  have  people  accepted  Jesus  Christ  and  not 
Christianity?  Guest  include  Leon  Matthews,  a Lakota  Pastor  from  Pine  Ridge, 
South  Dakota. 

THU  - 5/6:  Uwa  Indians  vs.  Occidental  Oil: 

On  this  edition  of  NAC,  we  visit  with  the  Uwa  Indians  of  Colombia.  They  are 
here  in  the  United  States  to  ask  Occidental  Oil  to  stop  all  oil  operations 
within  their  homeland.  We  will  also  honor  the  memories  of  Ingrid 
Washinawatok,  Terrence  Frietas  and  Lahenae  Gay,  the  three  activists  killed 
in  Colombia  while  trying  to  help  the  Uwas  in  their  fight  for 
self-determination . 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin, AIROS  800-571-6885jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Listen  to  Indian  Radio  on  the  Internet  24  hrs  a day  at  airos.org/audio.html 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Robert  Quiver,  Janet  Smith,  Standing  Bear,  Debra  Sanders, 
Martha  E Ture,  Larry  Kibby,  KDawn,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Nancy  Thomas, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Kallen  M.  Martin/Native  Americas  Journal, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Shining  Spirit, 

Harvey  Arden,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  May  12  09:53:48  1999 
Date:  Tue,  11  May  1999  19:53:14  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.020 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Lakota  moon  when  the  ponies  shed 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  cannot  think  that  we  are  useless  or 
God  would  not  have  created  us." 

Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Chiricahua 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
| States  Constitution,  \ 

j so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  [ 

j The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  | 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  \ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I j 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  i 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

One  criteria  I have  always  insisted  on  when  articles  are  submitted  is 
that  they  be  truthful.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  what  you  read  in 
this  newsletter  can  be  trusted  and  carried  to  others. 

I know  Bob  Dorman  has  the  same  dedication  to  this  insistence  on  truth. 

It  will  serve  no  purpose  for  him  or  the  Peoples  on  Big  Mountain  for  news 
he  distributes  to  be  tarnished  with  lies  or  half  truths.  However,  Bob 
distributed  an  article  with  mistaken  facts  that  was  included  in  the  last 
issue  of  this  newsletter.  It  was  a sensational,  emotion  raising  article, 
so  that  makes  its  distribution  even  worse. 

Neither  the  BIA  nor  Hopi  Rangers  were  responsible  for  the  shooting  death 
of  Pauline  Whitsinger's  horse,  as  was  reported  last  week.  In  fact,  a 
neighbor  shot  her  horse  to  prevent  its  continued  problem  causing  with  their 
horses . 

Bob  has  apologized  in  an  article  in  this  issue  for  this  misinformation. 

To  all  readers  of  Wotanging  Ikche,  I also  apologize.  I am  a human  being, 
and  I made  a mistake  by  including  a harmful  untruth. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


I ask  your  forgiveness. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30207,  U.S.A. 
===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
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RE:  Services  for  Edward  Red  Eagle 


Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  08:23:53  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  05-05-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 


Services  slated  for  Edward  Red  Eagle 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/4/99 

PAWHUSKA  --  Edward  Red  Eagle  Sr.,  a three-term  assistant  chief  of  the 
Osage  Tribal  Council,  died  Sunday.  He  was  80. 

A rosary  is  scheduled  for  7 p.m.  Tuesday  at  the  Wakon  Iron  Community 
Building,  and  a funeral  Mass  is  scheduled  for  10  a.m.  Wednesday  at  the 
Immaculate  Conception  Catholic  Church,  both  under  the  direction  of 
Dohnson  Funeral  Home. 

A Pawhuska  native.  Red  Eagle  graduated  from  Pawhuska  High  School  and 
Wichita  Business  College  in  Wichita,  Kan.  He  was  a staff  sergeant  in  the 
U.S.  Army  during  World  War  II,  serving  in  the  Philippines  and  Dapan. 

Red  Eagle  spent  nearly  40  years  on  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  and  served 
three  terms  as  assistant  chief.  He  was  an  elder  of  the  Osage  Tribe  for 
many  years. 

Red  Eagle  was  a roadman  of  the  Native  American  Church,  an  Osage  Gourd 
Dancer,  a committee  member  of  the  Osage  Ceremonial  Dances  and  a member  of 
the  Kiowa  Gourd  Clan  and  the  Pawhuska  Rotary  Club. 

He  is  survived  by  three  sons,  Edward  Red  Eagle  Dr.  of  Barnsdall  and  Dohn 
Red  Eagle  and  Myron  Red  Eagle,  both  of  Tulsa;  five  grandchildren;  and  11 
great-grandchildren . 


RE:  South  Dakota  Wildlife  Restoration  Act 


Date:  Fri,  07  May  1999  10:08:54  GMT 

From:  "Thiseagle  seestnuth"  <eagleseestruth@hotmail . com> 

Subj : South  Dakota  Wildlife  Restoration  Act 

. . .We  are  running  out  of  time,  - this  gets  passed  in  Duly,  - and  this  is 
going  to  desperately  affect  the  lives  of  so  many,  - in  the  face  of  treaties 
that  have  been  made  three  times  with  the  Sioux  people, . . . 

Please,  please  help, . . . all  you  need  to  do  is  sign  your  name  at  the  bottom 
in  place  of  mine,  + email:  administrator@campbell.senate.gov 

Please  send  a copy  of  this  letter  - to  absolutely  everyone  who  will  listen, 
- we  need  this  help, ...  as  I said  - we  are  running  out  of  time,  and  the  more 
pressure  and  awareness  of  what's  going  on  this  man  feels  is  coming  from  the 
people  - from  everywhere,  - the  more  chance  there  is  - that  he's  actually 
going  to  demand  a hearing  on  this  illegal  activity! 

..Thank  you  for  your  time,..  - Ray  Clouds-in-the-Sky  Stark. 

Alternative  means  of  contact  are  : 

Tel:  (001)  202-224-5852 
Fax:  (001)  202-224-1933 
Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell, 

Chairman,  US  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

828  Hart  Senate  Office  Building, 

Washington,  DC 

20510  attn.:  Patricia  Zell 

Dear  Sir 

I am  writing  in  response  to  information  on  how  the  actions  of  Senate 
Minority  Leader  Tom  Daschle,  together  with  South  Dakota  Governor  William 
lanklow  conflict,  not  only  with  U.S.  supreme  court  rulings,  but  also  with 
the  direct  recommendation  of  President  Clinton. 

As  you  may  know,  - Senator  Daschle  attached  a rider  to  the  budget 
reconciliation  bill  in  the  last  minutes  of  the  105th  Congress. 

Attaching  the  rider  without  any  discussion  of  it  was  the  only  way  Senator 
Daschle  could  get  this  legislation  through  Congress,  - as  it  had  previously 
been  defeated  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

This  rider,  called  the  the  "Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe,  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
Tribe  and  state  of  South  Dakota  Wildlife  Restoration  Act",  was  passed  as 
Title  VI  of  the  1999  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act.  This  legislation  gives 
200,000  acres  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  to  be  used  for  hydro-electric 
power,  wildlife  protection  and  recreational  development. 

Besides  Daschle's  maneuvering  in  Congress,  the  Act  was  drafted  and  passed 
without  proper  consultation  with  all  of  the  tribal  leaders  or  bands  of  the 
Great  Sioux  Nation.  The  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  states  that  3/4  of  all  males  in 
the  Great  Sioux  Nation  must  agree  to  any  changes  in  the  Treaty. 

More  recently,  in  the  early  1980s,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  decided 
that  the  Treaty  of  1868  is  still  valid,  and  still  reserves  land  to  the  Great 
Sioux  Nation.  In  addition,  - a 1994  Executive  Order  by  President  Clinton 
requires  consultation  to  be  made  with  the  different  tribes  before  the 
passage  of  such  legislation. 

Thus,  the  legality  of  Congressional  action  here  in  giving  this  land  to  South 
Dakota  is  certainly  in  question,  and  is  happening  before  large  numbers  of 
people  who  are  aware,  and  becoming  increasingly  concerned  about  these 
illegal  actions.  We  request  you  please,  most  urgently,  - to  hold  hearings  on 
this  matter,  and  put  an  end  to  this  abuse  of  Native  American  people,  in  the 
face  of  Presidential  and  Supreme  Court  rulings. 

In  sincerity  and  respect,  awaiting  your  response  in  this  matter, 

Raymond  Stark. 


RE:  Save  the  Salmon  & Save  the  World 


Date:  Fri,  23  Apr  1999  08:06:58  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Subj : Save  the  Salmon  & Save  the  World 

To  the  Editor, 

I keep  seeing  the  phrase  "Save  the  Salmon",  but  I've  yet  to  see  anyone 
cover  adequately  what  that  means.  In  addition  to  cleaning  up  the  small 

streams  around  Seattle  and  removing  the  dams  on  the  Snake  River,  there 

is  much  more  involved.  To  truly  work  to  save  the  salmon  involves  save 
the  world,  or  put  another  way,  "Restore  the  World." 

In  the  past  three  years  I've  seen  many  news  stories  that  cover  what  is 
needed,  but  no  one  has  connected  them  to  the  salmon  as  part  of  what  is 
needed  to  complete  the  effort  of  saving  the  salmon. 

In  fact,  in  the  past  three  decades  there  has  been  some  effort  to  help 
improve  the  life  of  the  salmon,  but  no  one  has  connected  it  to  them. 

For  example,  we  must  get  rid  of  the  Model  T and  the  '54  Packard,  along 

with  the  "Leaf  Blower"  and  smelter  waste  in  fertilizer. 

And  that  is  just  a small  start  to  do  the  job. 

I think  most  know  that  the  Model  T and  54  Packard  depend  on  leaded  gas 
which  is  bad  for  the  environment,  but  I haven't  seen  anyone  mention  it 
in  conjunction  with  the  leaf  blower  before.  Well  I'm  saying  it's  part 
of  the  problem  that  needs  attention. 

A couple  years  ago  I was  on  Interurban  Ave.  in  the  Tukwila  area  by  the 
Foster  golf  course,  next  to  Fort  Dent  Park.  Both  are  beside  the  Green 
River,  which  is  salmon  habitat.  There  was  a stiff  breeze  at  the  time. 

This  is  what  I saw.  Leaded  gas  was  still  being  sold  at  the  time  and  a 
fellow  was  cleaning  up  around  his  gas  station,  where  gas  gets  spilled. 
His  method  was  to  use  a leaf  blower,  to  clear  the  dirt  and  dust  off  of 
his  station  lot  on  the  west  side  of  Interurban  Ave.  into  the  street.  A 
gust  often  carried  the  dust  across  the  street,  onto  the  Foster  course, 
and  Fort  Dent  park  as  well.  I'm  not  sure  if  any  of  the  dust  reached  as 
far  as  the  Green  River  at  that  time,  but  it  was  closer  than  before. 

Since  then  I've  noticed  that  many  people  use  those  leaf  blowers  as  the 
method  for  cleaning  parking  lots  and  street  gutters.  They're  spreading 
the  contamination  further  each  time  they  do  that,  because  those  street 
gutters  are  connect  to,  and  empty  into,  Puget  Sound,  a salmon  habitat. 

Their  defense?  "It's  only  a leaf  blower." 

John 


"RE : Ho-Chunk  Blocked  from  Munitions  Board"  

Date:  Sat,  8 May  1999  19:08:14  -0700 

To:  Paths-L  Mailing  List  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  Ho-Chunk  Blocked  From  Key  Badger  Munitions  Board 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Laura  Olah,  Executive  Director 
Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger 
E12629  Weigand's  Bay  South 
Merrimac,  Wisconsin  53561 
email:  olah@speagle.com 

Phone:  (608)643-3124  - FAX:  (608)643-0005 
Website  URL:  http://www.speagle.com/cswab 

Please  circulate 
PRESS  RELEASE 
For  Immediate  Release 
Saturday,  May  8,  1999 

For  more  information  contact: 

William  Boulware,  Ho-Chunk  Department  of  lustice,  (715)  284-3325 
Laura  Olah,  Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger,  (608)  643-3124 


HO-CHUNK  BLOCKED  FROM  KEY  BADGER  MUNITIONS  BOARD 

SAUK  CITY,  WI  --  A majority  vote  blocked  a motion  to  allow  the  Ho-Chunk 
Nation  to  become  a voting  member  of  the  Badger  Environmental  Board  of 
Advisors  (BEBA),  a federally-funded  Restoration  Advisory  Board  (RAB) 
formed  in  1993  by  the  U.S.  Army  at  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant, 
prompting  one  board  member  to  suspend  her  membership.  Badger  Army 
Ammunition  Plant  was  one  of  the  first  bases  in  the  country  to  establish  a 
Restoration  Advisory  Board  (RAB)  receiving  more  than  $80,000  of  support 

>from  the  Army. 

A motion  to  change  the  BEBA  by-laws,  allowing  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  a 
seat  on  the  BEBA,  failed  in  a five  (5)  to  three  (3)  vote  at  a special 
meeting  on  Monday  evening.  May  3,  1999.  Opposing  votes  included  Town 
of  Sumpter  supervisor  Kenneth  Meier  and  Sauk  County  Board  representative 
Darlene  Hill.  Hill  cited  disagreements  between  Sauk  County  and  the 
Nation  on  other  issues  as  a reason  she  opposed  their  participation  as  a 
voting  member.  "We  were  all  born  as  citizens  of  this  country;  no  one 
government  should  have  more  power  than  another,"  she  said. 

Other  board  members  explained  that  the  Nation  has  a vested  interest  in 
the  cleanup  at  Badger  as  it  is  a stakeholder  and  may  eventually  own  part 
of  the  property.  The  Ho-Chunk  Nation  has  requested  the  transfer  of  a 
portion  of  the  BAAP  land  in  trust  for  restoration  as  prairie  and  bison 
habitat  and  for  the  preservation  of  historic  and  cultural  sites.  The 
land  comprising  the  Badger  plant  lies  within  the  territory  that  the 
United  States  recognized  historically  held  by  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation. 

Ho-Chunk  has  patiently  waited  since  Dune  1998  for  a vote  on  its  petition 
for  membership  on  the  Badger  RAB. 

The  Department  of  Defense  informed  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  at  the  DOD 
Defense  Environmental  Restoration  Task  Force  (DERTF)  Meeting  in 
February  1999  that  the  Tribe's  participation  is  required  under  the  RAB 
protocols  and  DOD  guidance  on  consultation  with  tribal  governments.  The 
BEBA  was  originally  formed  according  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Federal  Facilities  Environmental  Dialogue  Committee  (FFERDC),  a federal 
advisory  committee  formed  by  the  EPA  in  1992.  The  stated  goal  of  the 
FFERDC  was  to  improve  the  process  by  which  federal  facility  environmental 
restoration  decisions  are  made,  such  that  these  decisions  reflect  the 
priorities  and  concerns  of  all  stakeholders,  including  tribal  governments. 

It  is  unclear  whether  BEBA  is  organized  under  the  Federal  Advisory 
Committee  Act.  Yet  the  1996  Final  Report  of  the  FFERDC  recommended 
maintaining  balanced  membership,  open  meetings  and  public  notice. 

BEBA  is  to  serve  as  the  site-specific  board  of  advisors  for  environmental 
restoration  at  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant.  RABs  are  intended  to  focus 
on  the  protection  of  human  health,  cleanup,  waste  management  and 
technology  development  issues  and  should  reflect  the  full  diversity  of 
views,  ethnicity,  race  and  income  in  the  affected  community  and  be 
composed  primarily  of  people  who  are  directly  affected.  According  to 
FFERDC,  tribal  governments  have  standing  as  stakeholders  in  federal 
facility  environmental  restoration  activities  in  instances  where  tribes 
are  affected.  FFERDC  specifies  "tribes  and  tribal  members  have  interests 
that  are  equivalent  to  those  of  any  other  affected  stakeholder." 

Assist  Secretary  of  Defense  Environmental  Security,  Sherri  Goodman, 
was  advised  of  Ho-Chunk's  petition  for  membership  in  Duly  1998  at  the 
Skokie,  IL  DERTF  meeting  by  William  Boulware,  Ho-Chunk  Nation  Attorney. 

Mr.  Boulware  provided  testimony  at  the  DERTF  meeting  in  San  Francisco  in 
February  1999  and  received  a letter  from  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Army,  Raymond  D.  Fatz  recognizing  the  potential  impact  clean-up  would 
have  on  the  cultural  resources  and  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation's  interest  as  a 
stakeholder.  Now,  the  BEBA  and  Ho-Chunk  are  faced  with  the  dilemma.  An 
Indian  tribe  and  stakeholder  has  been  affirmatively  denied  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  light  of  the  Presidential  Executive  Orders  on 
Environmental  Dustice  and  the  RAB  regulations. 

Boulware  stated  that  "This  was  supposed  to  be  an  opportunity  for 
people  to  be  unified  behind  cleaning  up  contamination  left  by  the  Army 
and  Olin  Corporation.  Now,  this  vote  distracts  from  the  real  issues  and 
the  real  work,  i.e.  protecting  the  land  and  our  health.  People  sometimes 


forget , that  it  is  not  "us  and  them"  or  "you  people/'  it  is  genuinely  we, 
as  a collective  working  improve  our  lives  in  a community  that  owes  its 
existence  to  the  ceding  of  lands  by  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  to  the 
United  States.  The  Nation  is  not  asking  to  be  the  sole  decision  maker, 
it  petitioned  BEBA  in  order  to  be  a part  of  the  process." 

Following  the  failed  motion,  Laura  Olah,  Executive  Director  of  Citizens 
for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger  (CSWAB)  immediately  stepped  down  from 
the  board.  "CSWAB's  board  voted  unanimously  to  suspend  our  participation 
in  the  BEBA  until  this  is  resolved;  continuing  to  participate  is  completely 
contrary  to  CSWAB's  by-laws  and  our  environmental  justice  principles." 

WDNR  representative  Mike  Degen  emphasized  the  important  contribution 
the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  has  made  to  environmental  cleanup  and  funding 
issues  related  to  Badger  over  the  past  year  but  was  noncommittal  on 
whether  or  not  the  Nation's  participation  should  be  approved.  "I  don't 
have  strong  feelings  one  way  or  another,"  Degen  said.  The  Army  reported 
EPA  representative  Robert  Egan,  absent  at  the  Monday  meeting,  was  also 
neutral  on  the  issue  saying  the  BEBA  "should  decide  membership  issues 
themselves . " 

After  Olah  took  her  seat  in  the  audience,  all  remaining  board  members 
but  one  voted  to  offer  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  a non-voting  seat  on  the 
board.  Mary  Carol  Solum,  an  at-large  member  of  the  BEBA,  dissented. 

"The  Nation  is  government  entity  --  as  is  the  Town  of  Sumpter,  Town  of 
Merrimac,  Village  of  Prairie  du  Sac,  and  Sauk  County.  They  have  standing 
as  a sovereign  nation  and  therefore  should  be  a voting  member  as  a 
governing  unit . " 

The  board  has  18  voting  members,  seven  representing  local  government, 
labor,  and  community  organizations.  The  remaining  ten  (10)  voting  members 
are  area  residents.  The  Army,  regulatory  agencies  (WDNR  and  EPA),  and 
Sauk  County  Environmental  Health  Department  representatives  are 
non-voting  members  of  the  BEBA  board. 

>The  following  is  from  CSWAB: 

Letters  may  be  sent  to: 

Ms.  Sherri  Wasserman  Goodman 

Deputy  Undersecretary  of  Defense  for  Environmental  Security 
3400  Defense  Pentagon,  Rm.  3E792 
Washington,  DC  20301-3400 
Courtesy  copies  to: 

William  Boulware,  Hr. 

Ho-Chunk  Nation  Department  of  Dustice 
P.0.  Box  667 

Black  River  Falls,  WI  54615 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Ho-Chunk  Plan  to  Buy  Dog  Track"  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  08:23:53  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  05-05-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Ho-Chunk  plan  to  buy  dog  track  at  Delavan 
c.  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
April  27,  1999 

DELAVAN,  WIS.  - Plans  by  an  Indian  tribe  to  acquire  a parimutuel  race  track 
are  viewed  as  a business  investment  against  competition  from  another  tribe's 
proposed  casino. 


The  Ho-Chunk  Nation  says  it  has  an  agreement  in  principle  to  acquire  the 
Geneva  Lakes  Greyhound  Track  and  Simulcast  Center. 

The  Delavan  track  in  southern  Wisconsin  is  about  40  miles  west  of  the 
Dairyland  Greyhound  Park  track  in  Kenosha  where  Menominee  Indians  want  to 
build  a casino  annex. 

"If  Dairyland  was  ever  to  become  a casino,  the  Ho-Chunk  could  not  afford 
not  to  also  do  it,"  Geneva  Lakes  owner  Robert  D.  Glick  said. 

The  Ho-Chunk  Nation,  the  official  name  for  the  Wisconsin  Winnebago  tribe, 
operates  casinos  near  Wisconsin  Dells,  Nekoosa  and  Black  River  Falls. 

In  its  announcement  Saturday  about  acquiring  the  330-employee  Delavan 
track,  the  tribe  did  not  disclose  a purchase  price  and  said  it  had  no  plans 
to  add  slot  machines  or  other  casino  equipment. 

While  there  are  "no  plans  to  make  any  changes  in  the  operation,"  a casino 
in  Kenosha  "could  have  an  influence,"  Ho-Chunk  Nation  legislative  counsel 
leff  DeCora  said. 

The  Delavan  parimutuel  track  is  one  of  three  in  Wisconsin.  Dairyland  is 
the  only  one  that  makes  a profit.  The  other  track  is  in  Hudson. 

Geneva  Lakes  reported  a net  loss  in  1998  of  nearly  $3  million. 

However,  its  figures  indicate  profits  are  ahead  after  investment  expenses 
are  paid  off.  Discounting  interest  and  depreciation,  it  earned  $1.3  million 
last  year,  Glick  said. 

Its  handle  was  $41  million  in  1998,  up  17.8  percent  from  1997,  state 
records  say. 

The  Delavan  purchase  is  subject  to  approval  by  the  state  Division  of 
Gaming. 

A casino  needs  the  approval  of  the  state.  Gov.  Tommy  Thompson  says  he 
opposes  a new  casino  anywhere  in  Wisconsin  unless  it  has  the  approval  of  the 
local  community  and  unless  the  new  casino  is  offset  by  the  closing  of  an 
existing  casino. 

Besides  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  and  the  Menominee,  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  band  of 
Chippewa  is  thinking  of  commercial  gambling  in  southeastern  Wisconsin. 

It  is  talking  with  officials  in  Waukesha  County  about  opening  a 500-room 
hotel  casino  near  1-94  west  of  Milwaukee. 

The  region's  only  casino  is  in  downtown  Milwaukee,  operated  by  Potawatomi 
Indians . 

Sen.  Margaret  Farrow,  R-Pewaukee,  who  opposes  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  plan, 
cites  1996  statistics  of  the  Wisconsin  Policy  Research  Institute  that  say 
crime  in  the  14  counties  that  have  Indian  casinos  increased  6.7  percent  in 
the  three  years  after  voters  approved  gambling. 

Lac  du  Flambeau  spokesman  Richard  Matty  said  other  statistics  show  crime 
has  decreased  in  Vilas  County  where  the  band  has  a casino. 

"RE : Roberta  Blackgoat's  Message"  

Date:  Fri,  07  May  1999  08:52:01  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Roberta  Blackgoat's  Message 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

First,  a brief  message:  The  charges  against  Swaneagle  have  been  dropped. 

If  you  will  remember,  she  was  arrested  for  sitting  in  at  the  relocation 
office . 

Date:  Thu,  6 May  1999  14:30:57  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SWANEAGLE  <swanea04@elwha . evergreen . edu> 

To:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subject:  Re:  Swaneagle' s Letter  to  Dudge  Lamb 

Blessings  Bob 

I wanted  to  let  you  know  that  charges  have  been  dropped  due  to  improper 
jurisdiction.  Hopefully,  it  won't  be  brought  up  again.  I am  thankful. 
Swaneagle 


I have  not  had  the  time  to  confirm  the  authenticity  of  this.  However,  its 


contents  appear  to  me  to  be  in  line  with  other  similar  messages  from  other 
elders , so  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  it.  There  is  nothing  especially 
controversial  here--just  a warm,  loving  message  from  the  heart  of  a 
wonderful,  compassionate  person  who  cares  deeply  for  the  earth  and  its 
peoples . 

Date:  Thu,  06  May  1999  17:29:49  -0700 

From:  "Craig  L.  SQUIRES"  <mongo(3userl . channell . com> 

To:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subject:  Message  from  Roberta  Blackgoat 

Mr.  Dorman, 

Here  is  a letter  given  to  me  by  Roberta  Blackgoat  at  her  place  Monday, 
April  26,  1999. 

Craig  Squires 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Statement  by  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Dine  Elder,  Big  Mountain,  Arizona 
April  14th  1999 

My  name  is  Roberta  Blackgoat,  I am  speaking  to  you  from  Thin  Rock  Mesa, 
the  place  where  I live,  the  place  where  I've  been  born,  and  raised, 
and  been  taught  how  to  live  in  this  area.  For  twenty-five  years  I've 
been  dealing  with  the  government  trying  to  move  me  off  my  ancestral 
lands.  My  great,  great  ancestors  have  been  born  here,  and  they've  been 
buried  in  this  area, ....  around  here  there  is  a lot  of  my  ancestors 
graveyard  sites. 

My  grandfather  had  taught  me  how  to  care  for  life  on  the  land  in  the 
sacred  ways,  with  the  sacred  prayers  and  the  sacred  songs,  and  he 
told  me  how  in  the  very  beginning  the  world  was  created  and  how  the 
Great  Spirit  has  surveyed  it  for  the  Dine  people  in  this 
area,  between  the  Sacred  Mountains,  Mount  Blanca  in  Colorado,  Mount 
Taylor  in  New  Mexico,  San  Francisco  peaks  in  Arizona,  and  Mount 
Hesperus  in  Colorado.  Between  these  four  Sacred  Mountains  is  a room 
for  the  Dine  people,  where  it  has  been  made  like  a church,  and  way 
out  on  the  west  side,  by  the  San  Francisco  Peaks,  inside  the  room  is 
our  altar. 

And  this  is  the  main  point,  . . . that  we  are  being  told  to  move  off  the 
land.  This  is  our  altar  that  we  can't  give  up.  We  can't  sell  it,  we 
can't  buy  it,  we  just  have  to  take  care  of  it  and  have  people  live  in 
this  area.  And  now  we're  being  told  to  move  off  from  our  altar. 

This  is  why  I really  need  it  to  be  understood.  ...  That  the  government 
..  what  they  want  this  land  for  is  what  the  Mother  earth  is  living  on. 

She  is  supposed  to  have  a liver,  and  lungs,  and  a heart,  and  all  these 
things  are  what  we  are  sitting  on.  Dust  like  our  bodies,  the  Mother 
Earth  has  internal  organs,  . . . these  are  the  precious  and  valuable 
minerals  that  she  needs,  and  so,  all  the  equipment  and  things  we  make, 
all  our  food,  even  ourselves  is  made  out  of  the  Mother  Earth, . . . and 
even  money  is  a part  of  her  body  that  has  been  turned  into  money.  And 
now  the  greed  is  always  working  against  our  Mother  Earth,  and  Mother 
Earth  is  suffering. 

We've  been  hearing  a lot  about  tornadoes,  ...  and  earthquakes,  ...  a 
lot  of  these  warnings  have  been  going  on,  ...  That's  Her  breath, 
because  She  is  suffering  and  her  breath  is  giving  us  warnings. 

These  are  the  main  things  that  we  need  to  have  understood.  ...  That 
the  people  need  to  be  allowed  to  live  in  the  way  that  they  have  been 
all  their  lives. 

PLEASE,  I am  wanting  to  have  this  understood  ...  by  writing  letters 
to  the  Congressional  leaders,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  all 
these  people  to  know  we  have  a pain  feeling  for  our  Mother  Earth.  She's 
getting  more  surgery,  and  no  patch  to  it.  It's  just  when  a human  being 
has  surgery,  and  something  is  patched,  but  I don't  believe  Mother  earth 
has  any  patches,  they  just  keep  on  killing  her  more  and  more.  I believe 
more  understanding  is  needed  in  this  way.  I am  just  needing  for  this  to 
be  heard.  I am  not  begging  for  money  or  anything,  but  I'm  really 
hanging  on  to  the  world  for  my  Dine  people  and  every  living 
thing. 


There  is  a great  loss  on  the  mountains,  . . . the  wildlife  people 
are  living  there,  and  the  people  that  fly,  they  live  on  the  trees,  and 
they  all  are  losing  their  homes  and,  and  the  food  of  the  wildlife 
four-legged  people,  . . . And  even  the  water,  . . . the  people  that  live 
in  the  water  are  struggling  with  all  the  pollution,  and  the  sickness  in 
the  spirit  of  the  water,  and  also  all  the  human  beings,  ...  us  Indians, 

. . all  the  different  tribes,  . . . they  are  all  facing  the  same 
struggles  with  their  land  and  their  food, . . . they  are  suffering  also, 
not  just  the  Navajos  are  suffering,  it's  all  Indians  living  in  this 
Indian  Country  are  suffering.  I do  hope  to  be  having  a great  help  from 
all  you  people  who  are  aware,  by  having  you  write  to  President  Clinton, 
and  Also  Senator  McLain  (McCain),  and  Bruce  Babbitt.  Please  let 
them  have  their  hearts  to  be  touched. 

I have  heard  of  the  Whiteman's  story,  ...  how  the  Creator  made  the 
first  man,  . . . and  He  saw  that  he  was  lonely  and  so  He  created  a woman 
for  him,  . . . and  He  told  them  that  all  the  things  they  could  see  were 
for  them,  BUT  they  must  not  eat  the  apple  on  the  tree,  ...  so  it  is  for 
us  Dine  people,  . . . the  Creator  has  told  us  we  MUST  look  after  the  land 
in  between  the  four  sacred  mountains,  so  write  to  the  politicians  and 
tell  them  that  if  they  want  us  Dine  people  to  move  off  our  sacred  land 
they  should  SUE  THE  CREATOR.  I think  this  will  be  all.  Thank  you. 

For  more  information  please  communicate  directly  with  the  people  on  the 
land  . . . 

Roberta  Blackgoat 
PO  Box  349 
Kykotsmovi 
AZ  86039 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  Robert  Dorman 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  office20.theofficenet.com 

"RE : Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse  Shot  by  Neighbor"  

Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  10:05:18  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse  shot  by  neighbor.  Not  BIA 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

After  receiving  the  first  message  below,  I attempted  to  get  some 
confirmation,  which  came  as  the  second  message. 

Date:  Mon,  03  May  1999  13:24:02  -0600 
From:  peter  kalberer  <peterkal@ix.netcom.com> 

To:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Subject:  RE:  Shooting  of  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse 

Regarding  the  shooting  of  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s horse:  I talked  two  days 
ago  to  her  son  in  law  and  he  said  that  it  was  likely  more  a case  of  some 
distant  neighbors  doing  it  because  the  horse  was  off  for  some  time 
bothering  their  horses. 

Peter  Kalberer  Albuquerque 


Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  16:28:13  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SWANEAGLE  <swanea04@elwha . evergreen . edu> 

Subject:  RE:  Shooting  of  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s Horse 

I received  confirmation  that  it  indeed  was  a neighbor  who  shot  Pauline's 
horse.  So  i have  to  submit  an  apology  to  the  BIA  Kearns  Canyon  because 
I did  call  them  about  the  incident.  It  makes  it  particularly  urgent  to 
keep  information  accurate  as  we  have  enough  problems  as  it  is.  I am 
hoping  that  with  adequate  support,  witnesses  and  documentation  equipment 
that  we  could  avoid  further  misinformation.  I am  asking  any  who  can  to 


help  with  cameras,  camcorders,  tape  recorders,  film,  cell  phones  and  lap 
tops  to  keep  those  of  us  out  there  able  to  document  all  that  we 
encounter.  Many  of  those  who  do  go  to  the  land,  forfeit  any  living  wage 
in  order  to  be  of  service  to  the  elders.  Also  tents,  camping  equipment, 
tools,  water  barrels  and  heavy  duty  trucks  are  needed  for  the  Witness 
Camp  and  to  pass  on  to  resisters  when  the  camp  is  over. 

In  peaceful  struggle, 

Swaneagle 

Bob,  I know  Peter  to  be  a good  friend  of  Bob  and  Bonnie.  S 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Cree  Grapple  with  Future"  

Date:  Thu,  6 May  1999  22:37:13  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web. net> 

Subj : News:  Cree  grapple  with  future 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Date:  Thu,  6 May  1999  17:27:21  -0800 
From:  patrick@irn .org  (Patrick  McCully) 

Crees  grapple  with  future:  Truce  with  Hydro-Quebec  leads  to  new  challenges 

ERIC  SIBLIN,  Montreal  Gazette 
Friday  19  March  1999 

With  the  Great  Whale  hydro-electric  scheme  now  a distant  megaproject  memory 
and  one  time  arch-enemy  Hydro-Quebec  acting  conciliatory,  the  Crees  of 
northern  Quebec  find  themselves  facing  a new  kind  of  political  question: 
what  do  they  want? 

Masters  in  the  art  of  opposition,  the  province's  12,000  Crees  have  made  it 
abundantly  clear  what  they  do  not  want,  and  are  not  used  to  framing  the 
question  in  positive  terms. 

But  deciding  what  sort  of  society  they  want  to  build  is  the  main  challenge 
ahead,  says  Romeo  Saganash,  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Cree.  And  that 
means  wrestling  with  some  philosophical  dilemmas  which  cut  to  the  heart  of 
Cree  identity. 

"The  problem,  finally,  is  that  after  so  many  years  of  conflict  we  have 
always  known  what  we  do  not  want,  but  have  never  really  reflected  on  what 
we  want  for  our  future,"  Saganash  said  in  a speech  yesterday  to  Quebec's 
electricity  industry  association.  " 'What  do  the  Cree  want?'  will  be  our 
next  question." 

The  need  for  a constructive  position,  Saganash  said,  has  been  helped  by 
what  he  termed  a "truce  in  the  conflict"  with  the  Crees'  longtime  nemesis, 
Hydro-Quebec . 

Relations  between  the  two  parties  reached  a low  ebb  when  the  Crees  mounted 
an  extremely  effective,  media-savvy  campaign  against  Hydro's  ambitious 
Great  Whale  megaproject.  The  $13 . 3-billion  scheme  was  ultimately  shelved  in 
1994  by  the  Quebec  government  in  response  to  energetic  Cree  pressure  and  a 
slackening  demand  in  export  markets. 

Since  then,  a thaw  has  taken  place  between  the  two  combatants.  In 
Hydro-Quebec's  five-year  plan  unveiled  last  year,  the  giant  utility  said 
that  for  any  new  project  to  go  ahead,  three  conditions  would  have  to  be 
met:  economic  viability,  environmental  acceptability  and  approval  from 
local  communities. 


That  approach,  associated  with  new  Hydro  president  Andre  Caille,  has  been 
lauded  by  the  Cree  leadership. 

"It's  a change  of  direction  in  terms  of  attitude  and  mentality  that  we've 
seen  from  Hydro-Quebec  in  the  past.  First  of  all,  most  projects,  if  not  all 
projects,  in  the  territory  were  undertaken  without  the  consent  of  the  Crees 
beforehand,"  said  Saganash,  the  Cree  council's  director  of  relations  with 
Quebec.  "That  consent  element  in  the  new  approach  is  something  that  is 
worthwhile  for  us.  It  is  definitely  new.  And  it  forces  us  to  take  some  time 
to  reflect  on  what  we  can  do  with  this  new  situation." 

Part  of  the  new  Cree  situation  involves  an  influx  of  500  young  people 
entering  the  job  market  every  year  for  the  next  decade,  Saganash  said. 
Whether  new  jobs  will  come  from  tourism,  forestry  or  Hydro-Quebec  projects 
involving  Cree  partnership  are  all  options  that  desperately  need  to  be 
worked  out  in  a society  where  about  30  per  cent  of  people  still  make  a 
living  from  hunting,  fishing  and  trapping. 

After  delivering  a speech  to  200  members  of  the  Association  de  1' Industrie 
Electrique  du  Quebec,  Saganash  cited  economic  development  in  Waswanipi, 
where  construction  of  a sawmill  two  years  ago  created  75  jobs  in  a 
community  of  1,000  people. 

"I  think  more  and  more  we  will  be  seeing  that  type  of  development 
initiatives  taking  place  in  Cree  communities.  We  have  no  choice." 

Yet  despite  the  new  climate  of  relative  trust,  Cree  skepticism  will  not 
dissolve  overnight.  "Crees  and  other  aboriginal  peoples  will  always  be 
suspicious,  given  the  historical  relations  we've  had  with  Hydro-Quebec," 
Saganash  said. 

"That  will  still  remain  for  some  time." 

"RE : Tribes  Cultivate  Trade  Opportunities  Overseas"  

Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  16:23:08  GMT 
From:  Randy  Ww  <lotanna@my-dejanews . com> 

Subj : Tribes  cultivate  trade  opportunities  overseas 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  @ http://www.azcentral.com/news/0510mission.shtml 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

May  10,  1999 

When  Dudy  Chavarria-Ferreira  , a San  Carlos  Apache,  was  attending  a 1995 
international  forestry  conference  in  Canada,  she  repeatedly  posed  for 
pictures  for  German,  French  and  Japanese  delegates. 

Foreigners  were  fascinated  by  her  Native  American  heritage. 

"They're  from  half  a world  away,  and  they  heard  a lot  about  us.  It  makes 
you  feel  good.  A lot  of  people  there  know  a lot  about  Indians,  perhaps 
more  than  in  the  United  States,"  she  said. 

Now  American  Indians  are  hoping  to  translate  that  mystique  into  profits. 

The  Intertribal  Agricultural  Council  of  Billings,  Mont.,  which 
represents  52  tribes,  has  begun  promoting  Native  American  products  at 
international  agricultural  trade  shows,  beginning  with  one  last  October  in 
Paris  and  another  last  month  in  Tokyo. 

"We  have  been  incredibly  surprised  at  the  interest  overseas,"  said  Greg 
Smitman,  executive  director  of  the  council. 

"There's  a great  deal  of  interest  in  the  whole  concept  of  Indians  and 
the  fact  that  they  are  original  growers  of  staples  like  corn,  beans  and 
potatoes.  We  sell  on  that  basis. 

"Some  of  the  richest  agricultural  history  is  in  Arizona,  with  the  Pimas 
and  Tohono  O'odhams  growing  crops  for  thousands  of  years.  If  we  can  make 
that  point  clear  overseas,  it  will  help  with  the  marketing." 

The  world-famous  Pima  Indian  cotton,  for  example,  was  developed  in  1908 
on  the  Gila  River  Reservation  as  a desert-hardy  version  of  Egyptian  cotton. 
. Today  it's  used  to  make  expensive,  silky  fabrics. 

Ardell  Ruiz,  assistant  community  manager  for  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  south  of  Phoenix,  traveled  on  European  trade  missions  to  promote 
Gila  River  products  and  saw  for  himself  how  marketable  being  an  American 


Indian  can  be. 

"They're  curious.  They'd  say,  'You  really  are  real.'  It  seems  to  add  to 
the  product,"  he  said. 

A board  member  of  the  Intertribal  Agricultural  Council,  Ruiz  said  Europe 
and  Japan  could  provide  renewed  markets  for  tribes  struggling  to  make  a 
business  out  of  agriculture. 

"There's  more  interest  abroad  than  in  the  United  States,"  said  Ruiz, 
although  no  major  sales  contracts  have  yet  been  signed  by  foreign 
companies . 

For  example,  some  tribes  that  raise  durum  wheat  for  pasta  are  able  to 
get  premium  prices  abroad,  Ruiz  said.  In  the  United  States,  they  face 
stiff  competition  from  Midwestern  farmers. 

Chavarria-Ferreira,  who  is  the  council's  Southwestern  outreach 
specialist,  visits  about  100  tribes  in  the  Southwest.  What  she  sees  is  a 
mixture  of  progressive  tribes  selling  through  organized  agricultural  co- 
ops and  those  lacking  phones,  computers  or  even  paved  roads. 

"Many  times  they  don't  have  push  or  incentive.  They  don't  know  how  to 
get  from  A to  B,"  she  said. 

A big  part  of  the  Agricultural  Council's  work  is  teaching  Native 
Americans  that  their  products  have  value  and  how  to  market  them  better, 
especially  overseas. 

"Most  tribes  don't  market.  They  just  sell.  Indians  tend  to  be  isolated," 
Smitman  said.  <Picture:  Photo  of  Gila  River  Farms  Olive  Oil> 

"We're  trying  to  open  new  market  avenues  to  increase  the  value  ...  We 
hope  we'll  get  more  successful  at  marketing,  which  is  a new  thing  to  us." 

In  1995,  the  council  developed  a patented  logo  and  two  trademarks,  "Made 
by  American  Indians"  and  "Produced  in  Indian  Country."  Qualified  tribal 
businesses  use  both  for  free. 

Part  of  the  marketing  campaign  also  is  to  get  the  word  out  that  American 
Indians  produce  a number  of  premium  products,  such  as  white  corn,  beans, 
wild  rice,  olives  and  cotton. 

The  Gila  River  tribe  grows  an  especially  sweet  Valencia  orange  on  land 
with  well-drained  sandy  soil  with  high  sodium  content  and  perfect 
temperatures . 

"Because  of  the  unique  climate  and  methods  to  grow  them,  we  believe  they 
can  achieve  a higher  price  if  they  sell  to  Europe  or  lapan,"  Smitman  said. 

The  community  also  raises  olives.  At  the  trade  missions,  he  said 
visitors  dipped  bread  into  the  olive  oil  to  taste  it  and  seemed  to  like 
its  distinct  flavor. 

"I  was  surprised  because  Spain  produces  so  much  olive  oil.  They  had  big 
containers.  But  ours  tastes  totally  different  from  those  of  other 
countries,"  Ruiz  said. 

Arizona's  Ak-Chin  Indian  Community  produces  pecans  that  could  be  sold 
abroad,  said  Leona  Kakar,  tribal  chairwoman.  "That  would  be  something  we 
could  market.  It's  not  a perishable  that  will  spoil  sitting  somewhere." 

Exporting  agricultural  products,  of  course,  is  not  easy.  It's 
complicated  by  regulations,  trade  wars  and  the  expense  of  transportation. 

The  Navajo  Agricultural  Products  Industry  in  Farmington,  N.M.,  exports 
alfalfa,  beans  and  potatoes  grown  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  to  Mexico,  but 
it  took  a while  to  learn  about  fees,  regulations,  contracts  and  the  need 
for  trust,  said  LoRenzo  Bates,  general  manager. 

Before  NAPI  considers  exporting  to  Europe,  he  wants  to  make  sure  the 
revenue  compensates  for  shipping  costs. 

"Right  now  we  have  a market  in  the  U.S.  We  have  no  problem  moving  it.  If 
we  are  convinced  we  can  make  more  money  in  exporting,  then  we  would 
definitely  do  it.  But  it  all  comes  down  to  the  almighty  dollar." 

The  council  also  is  working  to  make  sure  American  Indians  aren't  selling 
their  products  too  cheaply. 

For  example,  the  Chippewas  in  Minnesota  gather  wild  rice  to  sell  locally 
for  about  50  cents  a bag,  which  Smitman  estimates  is  about  one-twentieth 
the  value.  Choctaws  and  other  Oklahoma  tribes  sell  beans  in  bags  at  local 
stands,  and  Oneidas  in  Wisconsin  sell  specialty  white  corns  locally. 

"They're  not  getting  the  value  added  with  packaging  and  labels,"  Smitman 
said . 

Some  products  face  bigger  hurdles  than  marketing,  however.  The  San 


Carlos  Apaches  raise  registered  cattle  and  horses  that  draw  buyers  from  as 
far  away  as  Montana. 

Europeans,  though,  are  very  nervous  about  buying  American  cattle  because 
of  fears  of  the  hormones,  antibiotics  and  steroids  used  to  make  the 
livestock  grow  faster  and  keep  them  healthy. 

But  Smitman  said  this  provides  American  Indians  the  opportunity  to  raise 
chemical-free  beef.  Tribes  in  Oklahoma,  for  example,  have  enough  land  to 
let  cattle  graze  and  grow  naturally  instead  of  being  stuffed  into  feed 
lots  and  pumped  with  steroids. 

"We  are  not  land  poor.  We  don't  need  10,000  cows  on  40  acres,"  he  said. 

Now  American  Indians  are  turning  to  Europe  for  the  respect  they've  often 
been  denied  in  their  own  country,  a move  Chavarria-Ferreira  considers 
ironic . 

A Yakima  man  told  her  that,  as  he  looked  down  from  an  airplane  while 
flying  to  Europe,  he  remembered  that  it  was  Europe  that  produced  many  of 
the  early  pilgrims  to  America. 

"They  came  here  to  find  a better  way  of  life,  and  now  we're  going  there 
to  improve  our  lives,"  she  said. 

+++ 

Betty  Beard  can  be  reached  at  betty.beard@pni.com  via  e-mail  or  at 
1-602-444-7982. 

"RE : Elder  Couple's  Home"  

Date:  Wed,  05  May  1999  06:56:11  PDT 

From:  "Lisa  LaRue  Tennison"  <tsiskwa@excite.com> 

Subj : Important  message... 

' Siyo 

Could  you  please  post  this  message  on  your  board??? 

1 appreciate  it  very,  very  much 
Hedola ! 

Lisa 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Yesterday  was  a wonderful  day,  as  several  Cherokee  gathered  and  began  work 
on  an  Elder  Couple's  home.  The  couple  is  clearly  excited,  happy  and  beyond 
belief  that  "someone  cares  enough  to  come  help  us."  This  is  a real 

home the  man  was  born  here  79  years  ago  and  knows  no  other  home.  It  was 

his  momma's  home. 

The  house  is  in  need  of  extreme  repair,  consisting  of  major  reconstruction 
in  several  rooms.  The  woman  told  me  she  'was  scared  when  it  rain.  It  rain 
inside.  It  will  fall."  Sure  enough,  any  more  water  damage  to  this  house 
could  be  the  last  rain  it  will  survive.  Yesterday,  we  feel  that  we  were  able 
to  stop  any  further  water  damage  temporarily. 

The  reconstruction  HAS  to  be  organized  and  planned  out.  This  is  not 
building  from  ground  up... it  is  dealing  with  a structure  that  is  unsafe  and 
unstable,  and  each  move  has  to  be  done  in  consideration  of  other  moves. 

OUR  GREATEST  NEED  RIGHT  NOW:  is  donations.  Not  merely  monetary,  but  of 
MATERIALS  and  SUPPLIES. 

2 x 4 ' s 
4 x 4' s 

Plywood  (lots roof  AND  floors  need  replaced) 

Shingles  and  felting 
Nails 

Electrical  wire 

Insulation 

Sheetrock 

Paint 

Paneling 

Used  windows  (need  at  least  two) 

Front  Door 

(at  present,  the  couple  cannot  even  shut  their  door) 

If  you  have  any  of  these  supplies,  or  can  get  them  for  us,  please  e-mail. 

If  you  are  far  away  and  wish  to  donate  money,  please  e-mail,  too 


(daves@intellex.com)  and  we  can  work  out  a way  that  you  feel  comfortable 
contributing.  We  will  keep  all  of  you  who  are  helping  advised  of  the 
progress  throughout  the  summer. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  consideration. 

"RE : Grassroots  Help  Needed  for  Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Tue,  4 May  1999  08:49:31  -0600 

From:  S.  L.  Gregerson  <susang@wildrockies . org> 

Subj : Grassroots  effort  needs  help  getting  press  release  out:  please 

fax/email  to  appropriate  press .. .Thanks ! For  Immediate  Release:  Citizens 
join  voices  to  speak  out  for  last  wild  buffalo 

For  Immediate  Release:  May  3rd,  1999 

Press  Contacts:  buffpetition@wildrockies.org 

Dave  Henderson;  Native  Youth  Alliance;  703.256.4346 

Darrel  Geist;  Cold  Mountains,  Cold  Rivers;  406.728.0867 

3im  Coefield;  Wild  Rockies  Information  Network;  406.728.5733 

Thousands  of  people  from  around  the  nation  have  declared  their  disgust 
regarding  the  State  of  Montana's  management  of  the  last  wild  buffalo  herd. 

The  petition  originated  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at 

http://www.wildrockies.org/buffpet  and  received  over  400  signatures  a day 
from  around  the  world.  The  petition  demands  that  the  federal  government 
remove  subsidized  cattle  grazing  allotments  on  lands  outside  Yellowstone 
Park  to  make  room  for  the  last  wild  free  roaming  bison  left  in  the  United 
States . 

Since  the  mid-1980's  more  than  3,000  buffalo  have  been  killed  by  the 
State  of  Montana  as  they  wander  onto  public  lands  that  cattle  graze  graze 
for  only  3 summer  months.  Recently,  Montana's  Governor  Marc  Racicot  secured 
$500,000  of  federal  tax  monies  to  carry  out  their  zero-tolerance  policy  for 
buffalo. 

"Instead  of  wasting  taxpayers  monies,  we  should  look  at  the  real 
ecological  and  economic  costs  of  Montana's  buffalo  slaughters,"  is  the 
message  of  the  petition. 

As  an  example,  the  petitioners  point  to  Horse  Butte  just  outside  of  West 
Yellowstone,  Montana.  Horse  Butte  contains  only  three  cow/calf  public 
grazing  allotments  which  return  less  than  $800  to  the  U.S.  Treasury.  Horse 
Butte  is  prime  winter  and  spring  calving  habitat  for  migrating  buffalo  and 
critical  for  the  buffalo's  long-term  survival..  The  DOL  may  try  to  press 
it's  zero  tolerance  buffalo  policy,  but  the  buffalo  knows  where  it  wants  to 
go  and  they  will  go  there. 

"Forest  Service  lands  that  have  been  designated  by  law  for  wildlife  should 
be  used  for  wild  buffalo.  Public  lands  were  intended  for  for  wildlife  and 
people-  not  livestock.  Buffalo  are  wild  creatures."  said  John  Waters. 

An  alliance  of  citizens,  native  americans,  animal  rights,  taxpayer  and 
environmental  groups  will  present  the  first  batch  of  signatures  to  Chief  of 
the  Forest  Service  Mike  Dombeck,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt 
and  President  Clinton  in  front  of  the  Forest  Service  Building  in  Washington 
DC  on  May  5th  at  11:11  AM. 

"It's  amazing  to  see  the  public  outcry  from  around  the  country  about  the 
abuse  of  the  power  from  Montana's  Governor  Racicot  and  his  speciest 
policies,"  said  webmaster  Dim  Coefield. 

The  buffalo  are  not  only  an  important  part  of  traditional  cultures  and 
the  ecological  stability  of  the  ecosystem,  but  a heritage  for  future 
generations . 

The  Press  is  invited  to  attend  the  presentation  ceremony.  Look  for  the 
teepee  outside  the  Holocaust  Museum.  The  presentation  is  planned  for  11 
o'clock  on  May  5th  (Cinqo  de  Mayo)  at  the  auditors  bldg  (next  to  the 
holocaust  museum)  at  201  14th  Street,  S.W.  at  Independence  Ave.,  S.W. 
Washington,  DC  20024.  All  are  welcome. 


Please  sign  the  Buffalo  Petition  at 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffpet 
Together  our  voices  will  be  heard! 
for  the  buffalo! 


Pass  this  on  to  96more  folks  in  honor  of  the  96  buffalo  that  were 
slaughtered  this  year! 

(see  death  count  at  http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo  ) 

There  are  also  addresses  of  the  people  responsible  for  this  slaughter  on 
the  "what  you  can  do  " page  at  this  site  if  you  would  like  to  write 
subsequent  letters  or  faxes. 

Video  clips  and  photos  and  field  updates  are  also  at  this  site. 

s 1 gregerson 

post  office  box  4784 

missoula  montana  59806 

"RE : Tribal  Agency  Offers  Youths  Summer  lobs"  

Date:  Fri,  7 May  1999  08:08:54  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  05-07-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Tribal  agency  offers  youths  summer  jobs  and  training 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/6/99 

The  Tulsa-based  Oklahoma  Tribal  Assistance  Program  has  summer  jobs  and 
educational  training  available  for  American  Indian  youths  ages  14  to  21. 

The  qualifying  job  participants  ages  18  to  21  will  be  paid  $7  an  hour  and 
will  be  eligible  to  work  from  Dune  1 through  Aug.  13. 

Clerical  and  landscaping  positions  are  available,  as  well  as  new  openings, 
such  as  one  with  the  Tulsa  Fire  Department. 

Indian  youths  ages  14  to  17  will  be  attending  Platt  College  for  six  weeks 
and  Bacone  College  in  Muskogee  for  one  week. 

The  youths  will  receive  a stipend  of  $5  an  hour  for  the  hours  they  are  in 
school . 

Part  of  the  school  program  is  designed  to  help  with  reading  and  math 
skills.  Students  also  will  be  able  to  explore  several  careers. 

Medical  assistance,  drafting,  tourism,  commercial  art,  dental  assistants 
and  CPR  classes  are  available.  Summer  tuition  assistance  also  is  available. 

Applicants  must  have  blood  certificate  cards,  proof  of  residency  in  the 
Tulsa  city  limits,  proof  of  family  income  for  the  last  six  months  and  Social 
Security  cards. 

Youths  under  age  18  also  must  have  a parent  or  guardian  with  them  at  the 
time  of  application. 

The  agency  is  located  at  2626  S.  Sheridan  Road.  For  further  information, 
call  834-6622  . 

"RE;  Tribal  Vote  Picks  Pawnee  Leaders"  

Date:  Fri,  7 May  1999  08:08:54  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  05-07-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Tribal  Vote  Picks  Pawnee  Leaders 
By  Michael  McNutt 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
05/04/99 

PAWNEE  --  Members  of  the  Pawnee  tribe,  able  to  choose  their  officers  for 
the  first  time,  turned  to  a former  chief  to  serve  the  next  four  years  as 
their  president. 


Robert  Chapman  won  a four-year  term  in  a close,  three-way  race  Saturday. 
Only  22  votes  separated  the  three  candidates. 

He  succeeds  Grover  Marshall,  who  did  not  seek  another  term  on  the  council. 
Tribal  members  also  voted  for  the  four  top  administrative  officers  of  the 
tribal  council.  Previously,  tribal  members  voted  for  council  representatives 
who  picked  the  tribe's  president,  vice  president,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Election  results  were  posted  Sunday  at  tribal  headquarters  in  Pawnee. 

In  the  race  for  president.  Chapman  received  161  votes  (36.3  percent), 
Elizabeth  Blackowl  got  144  votes  (32.4  percent)  and  Henry  Stoneroad  Sr. 
received  139  votes  (31.3  percent). 

Other  results  were: 

- Vice  president:  Duane  Pratt,  255  (57.6  percent);  Myron  Echohawk,  188 
(42.4  percent) . 

- Secretary:  Geraldine  Howell,  255  (57.8  percent),  Lillie  Real  Rider 
Cummings,  186  (42.2  percent). 

- Treasurer:  Rebecca  Eppler,  244  (55.8  percent);  Martha  Only  A Chief,  193 
(44.2  percent). 

- 1st  Council  Seat:  Kathleen  Salmon  Daniels,  238  (54.5  percent),  Vance 
Horsechief,  199,  (45.5  percent). 

- 2nd  Council  Seat:  Merton  Moore,  248  (56.2  percent);  Morris  Boscoe  Wade, 

193  (43.8  percent). 

- 3rd  Council  Seat:  Gerrie  Marie  Echohawk,  235  (53.8  percent);  Muriel 
Howell  Robedeaux,  202  (46.2  percent). 

- 4th  Council  Seat:  Ronald  3.  Rice,  293,  (66.9  percent);  Wilbur  Johnson, 

145  (33.1  percent). 

The  president,  vice  president,  treasurer,  1st  council  and  2nd  council  terms 
are  for  four  years.  The  rest  are  two-year  terms. 

Protests  or  recount  petitions  may  be  filed  until  Friday  with  the  Pawnee 
tribal  election  commission. 

"RE : Alaskan  Tribes  Halt  Beluga  Hunts"  

Date:  Wed,  05  May  1999  12:59:15  -0400 
From:  Carol  <radred@ix.netcom.com> 

Subj : Alaskan  Tribes  Halt  Beluga  Hunts  To  Preserve  Their  Culture 

Alaskan  tribes  halt  beluga  hunts  to  preserve  their  culture 
by  Lynda  Mapes 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

While  the  Makah  people  in  Neah  Bay  continue  to  press  their  hunt  of 
California  gray  whales,  Alaskan  Native  whale  hunters  are  banding  together 
to  stand  down  from  hunting  beluga  whales  in  Cook  Inlet. 

At  issue  in  each  case  is  a passionate  desire  to  hold  onto  a whaling 
tradition . 

The  Makahs  say  they  want  to  hunt  gray  whales  to  renew  an  ancient  tradition 
guaranteed  by  treaty.  Some  Alaskan  Native  tribes  are  refraining  from  a hunt 
of  the  ghostly  white  belugas  this  season  for  fear  of  depleting  the  rapidly 
dwindling  population. 

If  the  belugas  go  extinct,  the  right  to  hunt  them  will  become  meaningless. 
Native  hunters  say. 

The  beluga  population  in  Cook  Inlet  has  declined  47  percent  from  653 
animals  in  1994  to  just  347  today,  according  to  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service  estimates. 

Pressures  ranging  from  oil  development  to  boat  traffic  in  the  inlet  to 
sewage  from  the  city  of  Anchorage  are  taking  their  toll  on  the  belugas.  But 
intense  hunting  is  the  most  pressing  threat. 

While  Alaskan  Native  hunters,  the  only  people  allowed  to  kill  the  whales, 
used  to  take  only  what  they  needed  to  feed  their  families,  commercial 
hunters  are  shooting  as  many  as  25  whales  each. 

During  the  past  five  years.  Native  people  have  been  moving  from  their 
villages  to  Anchorage.  If  they  have  trouble  finding  work,  they  do  what  they 
know  in  order  to  provide  for  their  families:  They  hunt. 

Harvest  levels  have  reached  50  to  70  animals  a year,  said  Barbara  Mahoney, 
biologist  in  the  Anchorage  office  of  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service. 


That  is  unsustainable/'  she  said. 


Beluga  meat,  $6  a pound 

At  least  one  market  near  Anchorage  sells  vacuum-packed  beluga  for  $6  a 
pound.  It's  a big  seller  with  customers  seeking  the  pink  muktuk,  or 
blubber,  still  attached  to  its  gray  and  white  skin.  But  no  beluga  may  be 
for  sale  this  year. 

The  hunting  season  gets  under  way  in  May  when  the  belugas  return  to  the 
inlet.  Hunters  use  motorboats  to  corral  the  whales  and  then  chase  them  into 
the  shallows.  They  are  shot  with  a harpoon  attached  to  a float  and  then 
killed  with  a gun. 

Inexperienced  hunters  have  a tough  time  aiming  from  a skiff  bouncing  over 
the  water  at  25  miles  an  hour.  For  every  whale  harvested,  another  is  often 
shot  and  lost  in  the  silty  water. 

No  rules  to  the  hunt 

Until  now,  the  hunt  has  been  unregulated.  But  the  hunters  want  to  change 
that.  Many  Native  hunters  already  have  vowed  not  to  take  any  belugas  this 
year.  Like  any  voluntary  agreement,  it's  unclear  whether  all  those  hunting 
commercially  will  comply. 

And  the  tribes  are  pursuing  new  restrictions  on  several  fronts. 

One,  called  the  "legislative  fix,"  would  outlaw  beluga  hunting  by  any 
Native  except  by  registration  with  a Native  hunting  organization.  That 
organization,  in  turn,  would  set  quotas  for  the  number  of  animals  to  be 
taken  in  a co-management  agreement  with  the  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service. 

Under  the  agreement,  hunters  registered  with  the  Native  hunting 
organization  would  draw  from  a hat  to  determine  who  gets  to  harvest  a whale 
this  year. 

Republican  Sen.  Ted  Stevens  of  Alaska  is  putting  together  legislation  on 
the  restrictions.  It  could  go  into  effect  as  soon  as  this  hunting  season, 
at  the  request  of  the  hunters. 

As  part  of  a slower  fix,  environmental  groups  and  the  state  of  Alaska  have 
petitioned  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  to  list  Cook  Inlet  belugas 
as  endangered. 

A listing  could  be  a year  away.  And  even  it  would  be  unlikely  to  stop 
hunting.  It  would  only  provide  a means  for  the  federal  government  to  impose 
restrictions  on  the  hunt. 

Bowhead  whales  were  listed  as  endangered  in  1972,  but  the  traditional  hunt 
by  the  Inupiat  people  has  continued. 

Many  Native  hunters  who  depend  on  the  beluga  want  protection  as  soon  as 
possible. 

"Everyone  wants  to  shut  it  down,"  said  loel  Blatchford,  who  is  leading  a 
group  of  Native  hunters  to  help  write  the  co-management  agreement. 

"Right  now,  we  would  usually  be  hunting,  but  we  have  agreed  to  stand  down. 
We  will  stand  down  the  whole  year.  That's  how  much  the  Eskimos  believe  in 
preserving  their  food." 

The  Tyonek  people  at  the  northern  end  of  the  inlet  may  be  the  only  Natives 
to  hunt,  possibly  as  early  as  next  week.  But  Blatchford  hopes  to  talk  them 
out  of  it.  He  is  racing  to  raise  enough  money  to  conduct  an  aerial  survey 
of  the  inlet  to  show  them  just  how  low  the  whale  population  is. 

Blatchford  said  he  has  refrained  from  hunting  since  1994.  "I  knew  what  was 
going  to  happen.  But  no  one  was  listening." 

'Big  part  of  our  diet' 

The  whales  are  13  to  15  feet  long  and  weigh  about  3,000  pounds.  They 
return  to  Cook  Inlet  in  late  April  and  stay  through  the  summer.  In  the 
winter  they  leave,  but  no  one  knows  for  sure  where  they  go. 

Ross  Schaeffer,  who  directs  a statewide  beluga  whale  organization  from 
Kotzebue,  is  working  hard  to  restrict  this  season's  hunt.  "I've  been 
working  for  three  years  to  bring  people  together. 

"Hunting  pressure  is  stronger  and  stronger.  Some  people  are  making  money 
off  the  muktuk  they  sell.  It  makes  me  sad  to  see  people  who  are  not  hunting 
in  the  right  way,"  he  said. 

"There  are  no  controls  for  Alaska  Native  subsistence  hunting.  That  is  no 


problem  if  you  are  hunting  just  for  what  you  need.  But  people  are  not 
hunting  for  subsistence.  They  are  hunting  commercially,  and  there's  a big 
difference. " 

Schaeffer  also  gave  up  hunting  beluga  years  ago  to  help  conserve  the 
species.  "I  miss  it.  It's  a big  part  of  our  diet." 

At  most,  Schaeffer  believes  2 percent  of  the  entire  beluga  population,  or 
seven  whales,  could  be  taken  from  the  inlet  in  1999. 

Not  like  the  Makahs 

While  conservation  organizations  have  proposed  an  endangered-species 
listing  for  the  beluga,  the  annual  kill  has  not  drawn  the  attention  heaped 
on  the  Makahs'  proposed  hunt. 

The  Makahs  said  last  year  they  planned  to  hunt  a California  gray  whale, 
but  have  yet  to  do  so.  Hundreds  of  stories  and  dozens  of  protests  later,  no 
actual  hunt  is  planned. 

The  Makah  whalers  continue  to  train,  but  no  hunt  is  imminent,  said  Keith 
Johnson,  who  leads  the  tribal  whaling  commission. 

Unlike  the  beluga,  gray-whale  populations  are  healthy  and  growing. 

The  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society  will  be  sending  one  of  its  ships  to 
Neah  Bay  this  weekend  to  try  to  stop  any  hunt,  but  as  of  now  has  no  plans 
to  stand  guard  over  belugas. 

"We  are  opposed  to  the  beluga  hunt.  But  the  Makah  are  the  test  case,"  said 
Lisa  Distefano  of  the  Sea  Shepherd  protest  group,  which  is  convinced  a 
Makah  hunt  will  open  the  doors  to  commercial  whaling  worldwide. 

Lynda  Mapes'  phone:  206-464-2736. 
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An  from  Western  Delaware  President, 

Larry  Snake  regarding  the  recent  tornadoes. 

Special 

5/9/99 

We,  my  family  and  myself  made  it  through  the  storms  OK...  I was  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  130  miles  NE  of  Oklahoma  City,  attending  a conference  at  the  time 
of  the  tornado's  beginning  and  subsequent  damage...  I spent  a good  portion 
of  the  night  inside  the  main  ballroom  of  the  hotel  (Hotel's  storm  shelter) 
because  of  the  storm...  I had  received  a calls  from  my  family  to  let  me  know 
that  they  all  were  all  right  and  not  to  worry...  Their  houses  were  not 
damaged  by  the  hail  nor  the  tornadoes... 

The  tornado's  came  within  a mile  of  my  parents  and  my  brothers  homes  in 
Midwest  City,  Oklahoma...  The  tornado's  originated  about  six  mile  south  of 
Anadarko,  Ok.,  which  is  eight  miles  south  of  the  Delaware  Tribal  Complex... 
They  then  moved  in  a East,  Northeasterly  direction  toward  Oklahoma  City. . . 
Del  City,  Midwest  City  are  suburbs  on  the  East  side  of  Oklahoma  City  and 
were  the  hardest  hit. 

This  was  the  most  destructive  storm  that  I have  ever  seen...  The  tornado 
varied  in  width  from  a quarter  mile  wide  to  just  over  three  miles  wide,  with 
winds  estimated  over  three  hundred  miles  per  hour...  It  looked  like  a giant 
brushhog  had  went  through  the  countryside...  The  devastation  is  just  unreal. 


unbelievable....  I saw  a lot  of  the  damage  on  the  television  but,  when  I saw 
some  of  the  damage  in  person  it  put  a whole  different  perspective  on  the 
awesome  power  of  the  storm... 

Cars  were  twisted  and  smashed  into  the  size  of  large  coffee  tables...  The 
grass  and  trees  were  sucked  out  of  the  ground  to  where  the  ground  looked 
similar  to  a plucked  chicken...  Pieces  of  homes  were  no  larger  than  a foot 
and  a half  long...  There  are  vehicles  in  trees,  inside  of  building  and 
homes,  wrapped  around  trees  and  poles...  Tractor  trailers  overturned,  malls 
and  motels  with  only  side  walls  standing,  no  roofs  or  upper  stories... 
Everything  looked  like  it  had  been  through  a blender...  Trash  everywhere . . . 

There  are  people  who  lost  everything,  home,  car,  clothes,  furniture, 
outbuildings,  everything. . . Approximately  1500  homes  were  leveled  in  the  OKC 
area  alone...  Some  of  the  foundations  were  ripped  out  the  ground  also...  The 
small  town  of  Mulhall,  North  of  OKC  about  40  miles,  population  260,  was 
totally  wiped  out...  Only  two  partial  house  structures  standing...  What  a 
mess!!!  It  will  be  a long  time  before  the  towns  are  back  to  where  they  were, 
if  ever. . . 

We  are  trying  to  find  some  tribal  members  who  live  in  the  affected  areas.. 
We  have  set  up  a drop  off  point  for  clothes,  batteries,  diapers,  pet  food, 
baby  food,  non-perishable  foods,  blankets,  pillows,  toys,  furniture,  etc., 
for  the  people  who  are  without.  The  Tribe  and  our  Gaming  facility  has  given 
$2500.00  and  have  asked  that  the  other  Tribes  and/or  Indian  gaming 
establishments  match  or  exceed  what  we  are  able  to  give...  It  is  amazing  the 
turn-out  of  people  who  are  willing  to  give  and  to  help...  People  are  coming 
from  California,  Arizona,  and  other  states  to  help  with  the  high  voltage 
power  lines  and  with  the  natural  gas  lines  that  are  all  tore  up... 
e-mail  address  is:  chief@westerndelaware.nsn. us 
Larry  Snake 
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Cherokee  awards  salute  eclectic  group  of  recipients 
By  30HN  WOOLEY 
c.  Tulsa  World 
5/9/99 

The  Cherokee  Medal  of  Honor  awards  presentation  may  be  brand-new,  but 
it's  already  got  one  of  its  recipients  pretty  excited. 

"Of  all  the  awards  I've  received,  this  one  probably  means  the  most, 
because  I'm  Cherokee,"  says  Tulsan  3im  Halsey,  the  much-decorated 
impresario  and  music-business  veteran.  "My  mother  was  Cherokee,  and  I 
know  that  she  would  be  proud.  And  the  fact  that  this  comes  from  my 
heritage  is  important  to  me." 

Halsey  will  join  an  eclectic  group  of  honorees  that  includes  such 
well-known  entertainment  figures  as  singer-songwriter  Rita  Coolidge, 
actor  Wes  Studie  and  songwriter  John  D.  Loudermilk,  as  well  as  arts 
patron  Alice  Timmons  and  Cherokee  National  Historical  Society  founder 
Marty  Hagerstrand. 

"People  all  across  the  United  States  are  involved  in  this,"  says  the 
Cherokee  Honor  Society's  Debbie  Duvall.  "The  purpose  of  it  is  to 
recognize  individuals  who  have  brought  esteem  and  prestige  to  the 
Cherokee  people.  These  Cherokee  celebrities  we're  honoring  were 
available  to  be  with  us  at  this  point,  and  we  are  also  honoring  some 
Cherokee  people  who've  made  their  marks  locally.  All  of  them  make  great 
role  models  for  our  youth." 

The  other  recipients  of  this  inaugural  round  of  awards  are 
sculptor-artist  Bill  Glass  3r.,  opera  sing  er  Barbara  McAlister, 
actress-producer  Valerie  Redhorse  and  actor  Tom  Allard. 


"We've  also  been  in  contact  with  Mr.  lames  Earl  Hones/'  Duvall  notes. 

"He  tried  hard  to  be  here,  but  he  couldn't  because  of  a scheduling 
conflict.  We  hope  he'll  be  able  to  participate  at  a future  date." 

The  awards  ceremony  is  scheduled  for  5 p.m.,  following  the  opening  of 
the  Trail  of  Tears  Art  Show  at  the  Cherokee  Heritage  Center  at  1 p.m. 
and  the  awards  ceremony  for  the  art-show  winners  at  3 p.m.  After  the 
awards  are  presented , a barbecue  dinner  will  be  served  on  the  grounds. 

With  well-known  musical  names  like  Coolidge,  Loudermilk  and  McAlister 
taking  part  in  the  event,  the  question  arises:  Will  any  of  them  be 
performing? 

"Of  course,  the  honorees  will  have  the  opportunity  to  perform  if  they 
want  to,  but  we're  certainly  not  going  to  ask  them,"  says  Duvall.  "We  do 
know  that  Barbara  is  going  to  be  singing  the  National  Anthem  and, 
probably,  'America  the  Beautiful.'  But  she  volunteered.  We  didn't  ask 
her. " 

They  did,  however,  ask  a passel  of  Red  Dirt  musicians  to  play  throughout 
the  day.  (The  "Red  Dirt"  designation  refers  to  a loosely  knit  group  of 
Oklahoma  performers  whose  roots  lie  not  only  in  the  1970 's  Texas 
singer-songwriter  tradition  but  run  all  the  way  back  to  Woody  Guthrie.) 

"A  lot  of  the  Red  Dirt  people  are  part-Cherokee,  and  they  all  write 
about  living  in  Oklahoma,"  Duvall  says.  "Some  of  their  songs  go  clear 
back  to  Indian  Territory.  We  felt  that  they  would  work  well  for  this." 
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Marcos  emerges  from  Mexico  jungle  after  28  months 
By  Jesus  Ramirez 
c.  Reuters 
May  9,  1999 

LA  REALIDAD,  Mexico,  - Enigmatic  Zapatista  leader  Subcommander  Marcos  has 
emerged  from  the  Mexican  jungle  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  two  years 
to  denounce  what  he  said  was  the  government's  desire  for  conflict  and  not 
peace  in  Chiapas. 

Smoking  his  trademark  pipe  and  wearing  a black  ski  mask,  the  head  of  an 
uprising  five  years  ago  to  demand  Indian  rights  opened  a meeting  on 
Saturday  night  in  the  rebel  village  of  La  Realidad. 

The  government  "decided  to  make  war  and  abandoned  all  real  commitment  to 
dialogue  and  a peaceful  solution  to  the  conflict,"  Marcos  told  around  1, 

200  Zapatistas,  unionists,  teachers,  students  and  human  rights  activists 
gathered  in  the  highlands  of  the  poor,  southern  state. 

The  surprise  appearance  of  the  commander  of  the  bloody  revolt  on  New 
Year's  Day  1994  was  the  first  since  January  1997,  and  dispelled  rumours  he 
had  died  or  fled  Mexico. 

Marcos  and  his  Zapatista  rebels  have  been  holed  up  in  the  Mexican  jungle 
on  the  border  with  Guatemala  since  10  days  of  bitter  fighting  in  January 
1994. 

The  meeting  in  La  Realidad,  125  miles  (200  km)  from  the  Chiapas  city  of 
San  Cristobal,  was  the  second  such  encounter  since  November  and  was  called 
to  discuss  a non-binding  plebiscite  on  Indian  rights  held  by  the 
Zapatistas  in  March. 

The  government  had  decided  to  let  the  encounter  go  ahead  so  long  as  no 
foreigners  or  armed  rebels  took  part. 

On  the  road  to  La  Realidad,  the  military  set  up  at  least  four  roadblocks. 
. Every  car  passing  through  was  searched.  Soldiers  video-taped  and 
photographed  their  occupants  and  jotted  down  license  plate  numbers  and 
names . 

In  his  appearance,  Marcos  said  some  2.85  million  people  of  a nation  of 


96  million  voted  in  the  rebels'  nationwide  referendum  and  overwhelmingly 
endorsed  giving  Mexico's  10  million  Indians  special  constitutional  rights. 

They  also  agreed  the  government  should  respect  a peace  deal  struck  with 
the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN)  in  February  1996  in  the  town 
of  San  Andres  Larrainzar. 

Marcos,  who  was  cheered  and  flanked  by  commanders  Moises  and  Tacho,  read 
a document  called  "The  Zapatistas  and  Newton's  Apple." 

In  it,  he  blasted  the  government,  opposition  parties  and  financial 
markets  for  pursuing  the  "rotten  apple  of  power"  as  the  2000  presidential 
elections  approaches. 

President  Ernesto  Zedillo,  Marcos  said,  was  "the  chief  of  the  ridiculous 
" while  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI),  which  has  held 
unbroken  power  since  1929,  was  "a  band  of  criminals." 

He  said  the  conservative  opposition  National  Action  Party  was  "trapped 
in  pragmatism,"  divided  between  those  who  sought  deals  with  the  government 
and  those  who  wanted  to  oppose  it. 

As  for  the  leftist  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD),  Marcos  said 
it  moaned  it  was  "a  victim  of  conspiracy  but  forgets  its  most  painful 
blows  come  from  within." 

The  EZLN  military  commander  noted  the  Mexican  economy  was  doing  well, 
boosted  by  strong  inflows  of  foreign  capital  into  its  stock  market,  which 
has  risen  some  40  percent  this  year. 

"The  rapacious  and  migratory  birds  of  international  financial  capital 
have  come  back  to  roost  in  Mexican  lands,  but  it  will  only  be  for  a moment 
" he  said. 

"The  economic  bubble,  which  is  filling  the  Mexican  financial  rats  with 
such  enthusiasm,  is  inflated  by  money  that  expects  to  multiply  itself, 
with  no  regard  for  the  debris  its  profits  will  leave  behind  tomorrow." 

After  his  appearance,  Marcos  vanished  back  into  the  Chiapas  jungle. 
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BROKEN  GOVERNMENT 

Constitutional  Inadequacy  Spawns  Conflict  at  San  Carlos 
By  Ian  Wilson  Record 

On  election  night,  they  gathered  at  the  front  steps  of  the  tribal 
administration  building  in  the  town  of  San  Carlos,  Ariz.  From  the 
districts  of  Seven  Mile,  Gilson  Wash,  Peridot  and  Bylas  they  met.  Huddling 
anxiously  as  they  prepared  to  praise  victory  or  lament  defeat. 

The  San  Carlos  Apache  perform  this  ritual  convergence  every  four  years, 
but  last  November's  gathering  bore  an  especially  dire  sense  of  urgency. 
Many  in  attendance  held  up  signs  reading  "No  more  corruption,"  while 
others  blared  slogans  of  "We've  got  the  power"  over  a choir  of  bullhorns. 
All  were  there  to  cast  an  exclamation  point  on  what  has  been  the  most 
difficult  period  in  recent  memory  for  the  more  than  10,000  Apache  who  call 
the  San  Carlos  reservation  home. 

This  past  year,  some  residents  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  reservation  felt 
their  home  had  been  transformed  into  a police  state  by  a tribal  government 
attempting  to  maintain  the  status  quo  amid  allegations  of  fraud, 
embezzlement  and  harassment.  The  escalating  crisis  found  the  tribal 
council  struggling  to  retain  control,  allegedly  overriding  constitutional 
dictates  and  due  process,  targeting  anyone  who  questioned  their  authority. 
These  acts  revived  the  deep-seated  mistrust  many  San  Carlos  Apache  have 
for  the  structure,  power  and  reach  of  tribal  government.  It  also  has 
prompted  an  increasing  number  of  people  on  the  reservation  to  openly 
demand  a comprehensive  overhaul  of  the  tribe's  constitution  to  prevent  the 


all-too-familian  scene  from  happening  again  in  the  future. 

The  unrest  began  in  January  1998  after  reports  surfaced  that  the  tribe 
was  teetering  on  the  brink  of  bankruptcy,  with  a budget  deficit  of  more 
than  $8  million.  Despite  warnings  from  tribal  chairman  Raymond  Stanley  and 
others  for  immediate  action  to  avoid  insolvency,  the  San  Carlos  Apache 
Tribal  Council,  standing  behind  tribal  vice  chairman  Marvin  Mull  Jr., 
offered  no  alternatives,  vowing  the  tribe  was  not  going  broke. 

The  council  set  off  a powder  keg  weeks  later  when  it  dismissed  a cost- 
cutting budget  proposal  and  relieved  tribal  general  manager  Jim  Burns,  the 
plan's  author,  of  his  duties.  The  Call  To  Action  committee,  formed  by 
concerned  residents  seeking  government  accountability  for  the  tribe's 
financial  predicament,  took  over  the  tribal  administration  building  for  a 
week,  and  petitioned  for  the  removal  of  Mull  and  all  nine  council  members. 
The  council  responded  by  ordering  the  removal  of  Stanley  and  several  of 
the  chairman's  allies  from  their  tribal  positions. 

With  Stanley  politically  immobilized,  the  council,  supported  by  the 
tribal  police  department  and  a private  security  force,  moved  to  quash  the 
Call  To  Action  movement,  ordering  the  repeated  arrests  of  dozens  of  the 
group's  supporters  on  a wide  range  of  criminal  charges.  When  the  people 
overwhelmingly  affirmed  Stanley's  position  in  a July  recall  election,  the 
council  refused  to  return  his  administrative  authority.  Finally,  in  August, 
, the  council  indefinitely  suspended  two  tribal  court  judges,  selecting 
its  own  replacements  instead.  The  removed  judges  had  drawn  the  council's 
ire  for  releasing  jailed  Call  To  Action  members  on  bail  and  appointing  a 
White  Mountain  Apache  judge  who  restored  full  executive  powers  to  Stanley. 

Stanley's  landslide  victory  over  Mull,  along  with  the  electoral  defeat 
of  four  sitting  council  members  in  November's  election,  seemingly  has 
caused  this  latest  chapter  of  civil  conflict  to  at  least  subside.  The 
campaign  for  constitutional  reform  at  San  Carlos  was  building  momentum. 
There  was  mounting  sentiment  that  the  people  of  San  Carlos  could  no  longer 
afford  to  live  under  the  current  system  of  government,  especially 
considering  the  recent  troubles  and  the  reservation's  long  history  of 
structural  instability. 

more,  http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu 
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"RE : BC  to  Spray  Insecticide  on  Cowichan  Band"  

Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  21:44:01  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : BC  Plans  to  spray  insecticide  on  Cowichan  Band 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
COWICHAN  BAND  THREATENS  LEGAL  ACTION  OVER  SPRAY 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  May  8,  1999  by  Jeff  Bell 

The  Cowichan  native  band  says  it  will  take  legal  action  if  this  weekend's 
aerial  spraying  of  BtK  goes  ahead  as  scheduled  over  its  reserve  land. 

"We're  prepared  to  talk  about  it,  but  the  starting  point  is  no  aerial 
spraying,"  said  Vancouver  lawyer  Robert  Bottrell  of  Ratcliff  and  Company, 
the  Vancouver  based  law  firm  representing  the  band  in  its  dealings  with  the 
Forests  Ministry. 

The  band  takes  the  position  that  the  provincial  government  does  not  have 
the  jurisdiction  to  aerial  spray  the  insecticide  BtK  over  reserve  land, 
Bottrell  said.  "We  do  not  approve  of  the  spraying  of  BtK  on  our  reserve 
lands  or  within  our  traditional  territory, " Cowichan  Chief  Lydia  Hwitsum 
said  in  a letter  sent  to  NDP  Forests  Minister  David  Zirnhelt  earlier  this 
week.  "Pesticide  use  impacts  our  health,  traditional  activities  and 
environment,  and  we  wish  to  be  involved  in  any  decision  to  use  pesticides 
within  our  traditional  territory." 

John  Ward  of  the  Environment  Ministry,  which  is  also  involved  in  the  spray 
program,  said  all  native  groups  were  offered  meetings  with  program 
planners.  No  one  answered  a letter  sent  to  the  Cowichan  band  Feb.  11 
offering  a meeting,  he  said. 


In  correspondence  with  Zirnhelt  outlining  the  band's  case,  Bottrell  said 
that  the  Constitution  Act  gives  the  federal  government  exclusive 
jurisdiction  to  legislate  with  respect  to  natives  and  native  land.  Bottrell 
said  the  band  considers  the  spraying  of  BtK  from  planes  "a  trespass  to  its 
reserves  that  is  not  permitted  under  the  Constitution." 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note  - BtK  is  a pesticide  used  to  kill  the  Gypsy  moth  which 
attacks  timber] 
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"RE:  Help  Mendota  Now"  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  21:00:45  -0500 
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Subj : HELP  MENDOTA  NOW!  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  16:18:00  EDT 
Subj:  HELP  MENDOTA  NOW! 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Dear  Friends, 

Yesterday  the  Amendment  was  brought  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  it  was  to 
be  attached  to  Senate  bill  1672,  there  was  some  argument  as  whether  this 
amendment  was  germane  to  the  bill  and  it  was  ruled  that  it  was.  Senator 
Laidig  and  Senator  Anderson  spoke  very  eloquently  about  this  issue. 
Unfortunately  the  amendment  was  voted  down.  We  have  always  known  that  our 
support  in  the  Senate  was  limited,  and  the  fight  now  must  be  switched  to 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  bill  which  we  will  try  to  attach  this 
amendment  to  is  1551  in  the  House,  and  this  bill  may  be  presented  any  time 
from  today  until  the  beginning  part  of  next  week.  We  need  to  switch  our 
focus  to  all  the  Representatives  in  the  house.  We  need  phone  calls,  emails 
ASAP  asking  for  their  support  Of  this  amendment  which  is  designed  to 
protect  Coldwater  Spring.  We  feels  that  we  have  more  support  in  the  House 
so  hearing  from  as  many  people  as  possible,  especially  from  the  people  of 
Minnesota  is  very  important.  We  want  STATE  LAWS  TO  PROTECT  THIS  SPRING!, 
not  just  assurances! 

The  report  that  was  done  by  the  MNDOT  consultant  Lewis  Berger  & 
Associates,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  they 
how  have  30  days  starting  from  last  Friday  April  30th, to  assess  and 
respond  to  the  report.  We  also  have  an  opportunity  to  submit  our 
materials  and  research  and  we  are  trying  to  gather  this  together  in  a 
report  from  our  point  of  view.  You  must  remember  that  MNDOT' s report  only 
focused  on  the  four  Marker  Trees  and  not  on  the  Sacredness  of  the  whole 
area.  This  was  the  main  focus  of  our  research,  written  testimony,  and  oral 
testimony.  We  as  a people  cannot  separate  the  whole  and  pick  one  small 
area  and  say  this  is  not  sacred  and  the  rest  of  it  is.  All  of  the  land 
involved  in  this  area  is  held  by  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  the  State  of 
Minnesota  and  the  Federal  Government,  there  are  no  private  lands  involved 
in  this  fight.  This  is  a unique  opportunity  for  these  Governments  to 
respond  to  Native  American  concerns  and  act  with  honor  and  integrity 
towards  this  issue. 

Letters  of  support  on  our  position  are  requested  and  can  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Dennis  Gimmestad  or  Ms.  Nina  Achabal,  State  Historic  Preservation  Office, 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  345  Kellogg  Blvd.  West,  Staint  Paul,  MN 
55102-1906. 

The  Coldwater  Spring  area  maybe  the  last  of  it's  kind  in  the  Twin 
Cities,  Many  Native  Americans  have  left  their  reservations , like  many 
rural  Americans, because  of  the  lack  of  opportunity  for  jobs,  housing,  and 


education  and  have  relocated  to  the  cities.  Tp  protect  this  area  as  it  is 
would  enable  all  Native  Americans,  but  most  importantly  our  children,  who 
need  to  learn  to  take  pride  in  who  they  are  and  where  they  came  from  if 
they  are  to  be  saved  from  living  their  lives  in  poverty,  or  gangs  who 
commit  crimes,  to  come  together  easily  for  ceremonies,  celebrations,  and 
worship  at  the  Sacred  Spring  and  Trees.  These  are  our  cathedrals,  and  to 
relearn  the  ways  which  were  forcibly  taken  from  us.  Finally  to  heal.  We 
would  like  this  area  preserved  as  a place  of  remembrance,  and  for  the 
cultural  renaissance  of  our  people. 

In  talking  with  our  lawyers,  the  only  way  to  continue  this  fight  in  the 
court  systems,  would  involved  deposing, under  oath, the  people  involved  in 
these  assessments, We  all  think  there  are  many  ways  to  create  doubts  about 
their  findings  and  to  show  this  is  a totally  biased  report.  Unfortunately 
this  could  cost  between  3000  and  5000  dollars.  This  would  cover  the  cost 
of  a court  reporter,  time  and  travel  expenses,  etc.  We  have  a short 
period  of  time  to  try  to  raise  this  money.  We  are  humbly  asking  for  any 
help  available  in  raising  some  of  this  money. 

We  will  continue  this  fight,  we  have  not  given  up!  Please  remember  us 
in  your  prayers  and  we  thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Pidamaya, 

Love  Linda 


"RE : Crushing  a Culture"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Apr  1999  16:06:43  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : (FWD)Crushing  a Culture:  US  Indian  boarding  schools 

Sunday,  April  25,  1999 
Crushing  a Culture 

Through  beatings  and  military  discipline,  Indian  boarding  schools  once 
worked  toward  a goal:  destroying  all  that  was  Indian 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
From 

http : //www. a bq journal . com : 80/news/ 3news04- 25 . htm 

Students  listen  during  a U.S.  history  class  at  Circle  of  Nations  School  in 
Wahpeton,  N.D.  About  10,000  Native  American  children  are  enrolled  in 
Indian  boarding  schools  today. 

By  Matt  Kelley 
The  Associated  Press 

WAHPETON,  N.D.  --  It  was  the  beating  she  didn't  get  that  still  haunts 
Joyce  Burr.  She  and  several  friends  were  hiding  from  a dormitory  matron 
in  the  coat  room  of  the  Wahpeton  Indian  School.  They  peeked  from  behind 
the  coats  as  the  enraged  matron,  herself  an  Indian,  caught  up  with  an 
older  Chippewa  girl  named  Judy  Karvonen. 

"That's  the  worst  beating  I've  ever  seen.  That  woman  used  coat  hangers 
and  everything  on  her,"  said  Burr,  a Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa/Oglala  Sioux. 
"You  can  imagine  not  trying  to  move,  trying  not  to  make  a sound,  when 
you're  seeing  that." 

Burr  was  one  of  thousands  of  American  Indian  children  sent  to  boarding 
schools  run  by  the  government  or  by  Christian  denominations.  The  coat  room 
beating  was  one  of  thousands  administered  in  the  name  of  keeping  order,  of 
crushing  Indian  identity,  of  immersing  Indian  children  in  white  American 
society.  Today,  about  10,000  Indian  children  are  enrolled  in  the  schools, 
though  their  school  mission  has  changed. 

Burr  suffered  through  plenty  of  thrashings  at  Wahpeton,  where  she  lived 
from  1952  to  1959.  Dormitory  workers  beat  her  for  climbing  trees  or  for 
not  making  her  bed  quickly  enough. 

Karvonen  became  Burr's  mentor  and  protector  after  Burr's  mother  died 
during  her  first  year  away  from  home.  Burr  and  her  friends  also  were  like 
sisters  to  Karvonen,  who  spent  five  years  at  Wahpeton  without  seeing  her 
family  on  the  Turtle  Mountain  reservation.  So  she  never  told  the  matron 
where  her  friends  were  hiding  and  never  again  mentioned  the  coat-room 


beating  to  her  classmates. 

"I  just  withheld  everything  inside  me  and  wouldn't  cry  for  nobody  or 
nothing/'  Karvonen  said. 

The  worst  abuse.  Burr  said  nearly  45  years  later,  came  from  Indian 
dormitory  workers  who  had  attended  boarding  schools  themselves. 

"They  personally  took  great  glee  in  beating  you.  Some  of  them  were  very 
sadistic,"  Burr  said.  "...  I suppose  the  same  thing  happened  to  them,  so 
they  turned  around  and  did  the  same  thing  to  us."  Tales  of  misery 

For  more  than  a century,  tens  of  thousands  of  American  Indians 
surrendered  their  childhoods  at  boarding  schools  like  Wahpeton,  a prairie 
outpost  45  miles  south  of  Fargo. 

The  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  began  opening  boarding  schools  in 
the  1870s,  joining  a parallel  system  of  schools  for  Indians  run  by 
Christian  missionaries. 

Federal  boarding  school  enrollments  swelled  from  6,200  at  60  schools  in 
1885  to  more  than  17,000  in  153  schools  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  By 
1931,  nearly  one-third  of  Indian  children  were  in  boarding  schools,  a 
total  of  about  24,000.  Enrollments  have  declined  to  less  than  half  that 
number  at  52  federal  boarding  schools  today. 

At  government  and  mission  schools,  the  goal  was  the  same:  obliterating 
all  that  was  Indian. 

Former  students  and  boarding  school  historians  say  the  methods  were 
often  violent  and  humiliating  --  forcing  children  to  eat  lye  soap  for 
speaking  their  tribal  languages,  cropping  their  long  hair,  paddling  them 
for  having  Indian  medicine  bundles. 

"We  were  never  going  to  be  like  the  white  man,  no  matter  how  hard  we 
tried,  but  they  forced  us  to  try  to  be  like  the  white  man,"  said  3o  Anna 
Meninick,  a Yakama.  She  attended  the  government-run  Chemawa  Indian  School 
in  Salem,  Ore.,  in  the  1950s. 

"They  stripped  us  of  our  language.  They  stripped  us  of  our  religious 
beliefs.  They  stripped  us  of  our  family  life,  our  family  values,"  Meninick 
said.  "They  stripped  us  from  our  culture." 

Some  former  boarding  school  workers  say  much  of  the  abuse  stemmed  from 
ignorance  and  overwork.  Sister  Miriam  Shindelar  was  a dorm  attendant  from 
1967  to  1970  at  the  Marty  Indian  School,  a Roman  Catholic  institution  on 
the  Yankton  Sioux  reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

"That  first  year,  I was  in  charge  of  91  high  school  girls,"  said 
Shindelar,  who  also  taught  at  the  school  from  1974  to  1984.  "You  didn't 
have  the  kinds  of  time  that  a family  would  have.  You  ended  up  being 
largely  a disciplinarian." 

Not  every  school  worker  was  abusive,  said  Esther  Florne,  89,  a Shoshone 
who  taught  at  Wahpeton  from  1930  to  1965. 

"There  were  some  people  who  were  harsh  on  the  children,  but  there  were 
also  a great  many  others  who  were  very  solicitous,  creating  a happy 
environment  in  the  dormitory,"  she  said. 

Other  boarding  school  officials  approved  of  the  beatings.  Phoenix  Indian 
School  Superintendent  John  B.  Brown  objected  in  1928  when  his  bosses  in 
Washington  ordered  a halt  to  corporal  punishment. 

"We  deal  with  a primitive  race,  with  persons  who  often  lack  appreciation 
of  the  reasons  for  good  behavior,"  Brown  wrote. 

Still,  the  boarding  school  story  is  not  just  a tale  of  misery.  Some 
former  students  saw  the  schools  as  a refuge  from  poverty,  abuse  or 
abandonment  at  home.  Many  say  they  gained  the  education  and  self-control 
needed  to  be  successful. 

One  is  Ernie  Stensgar,  chairman  of  the  Coeur  d'Alene  tribe  in  northern 
Idaho.  Fie  attended  the  Chilocco  Indian  School  in  north-central  Oklahoma  in 
1963-64.  "When  I went  into  boot  camp  in  the  military,  it  wasn't  too  hard 
for  me,  because  I had  already  in  a sense  been  to  boot  camp,"  said  Stensgar, 
who  was  wounded  in  Vietnam.  Killing  the  Indian 

"Kill  the  Indian,  save  the  man."  That  was  the  motto  of  Gen.  Richard 
Pratt,  the  former  commander  of  an  Indian  POW  camp  who  founded  the  first 
off-reservation  federal  boarding  school  in  1879. 

The  government  bureaucrats  and  Christian  missionaries  who  molded  the 
boarding  school  system  had  the  same  idea.  Indians  must  be  forced  to  follow 
"the  superior  methods  of  the  white  man,"  Wellington  Rich,  the  first 


superintendent  of  the  Phoenix  Indian  School,  said  in  1890. 

At  the  very  least,  U.S.  Indian  Commissioner  Thomas  Morgan  said  that  year, 
it  was  "cheaper  to  educate  Indians  than  to  kill  them."  A predecessor,  Carl 
Schurz,  had  done  the  math,  calculating  in  1882  that  it  cost  nearly  $1 
million  to  kill  an  Indian  in  battle  but  $1,200  for  eight  years  of 
schooling. 

So  students  marched  with  military-style  discipline.  They  exchanged  their 
buckskins  or  calico  dresses  for  neck-to-toe  uniforms. 

Government  boarding  schools  were  particularly  harsh,  former  students  say 
and  government  records  show.  The  schools  required  students  to  attend 
Christian  religious  services  on  Sundays  and  renounce  their  tribal 
religions.  Many  children  were  sent  into  surrounding  communities  to  work 
for  white  families  --  the  girls  as  domestic  servants,  the  boys  as 
farmhands . 

In  the  late  1920s,  federal  boarding  schools  fed  students  thin  gruel, 
moldy  molasses  and  weak  coffee  for  11  cents  a day,  the  equivalent  of  $1 
today.  Government  inspectors  in  the  1930s  cited  the  Haskell  Institute,  a 
federal  boarding  school  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  for  having  bathrooms  that  were 
nothing  more  than  a row  of  chamber  pots  lined  up  in  a closet. 

Classroom  instruction  took  up  half  the  day  or  less  at  most  federal 
schools,  with  the  rest  devoted  to  hard  labor.  Students  kept  the  schools 
running  by  doing  everything  from  building  the  buildings  to  raising 
livestock  and  harvesting  crops. 

Former  students  tell  of  being  forced  to  kneel  on  bare  wooden  floors  for 
hours  when  they  misunderstood  commands  barked  in  the  unfamiliar  English 
language.  They  remember  beatings  for  crying  out  of  homesickness.  They 
speak  of  being  chained  in  makeshift  jails  if  they  tried  to  run  away. 

"We  didn't  like  ourselves  because  we  were  Indian,"  said  Meninick,  now  a 
cultural  resource  officer  with  the  Yakama  Nation  in  south-central 
Washington.  "We  were  bad.  We  were  no  good.  We  were  uneducated,  illiterate. 
We  were  not  going  to  amount  to  anything." 

Some  schools  banned  parents  from  visiting,  lest  they  infect  their 
children  with  tribal  culture.  Being  separated  from  their  families  for 
months  or  years  meant  that  many  boarding  school  students  never  learned  how 
to  be  good  parents. 

"They  were  very  strict.  They  were  very  stern.  They  were  very  cold,"  said 
Ida  Amiotte,  77,  an  Oglala  Sioux.  She  attended  a Roman  Catholic  boarding 
school  in  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  "My  children  always 
asked  me,  'Why  are  you  so  cold?  Why  don't  you  hug  us?'  I said,  'I  never 
learned  how. ' " 

Boarding  school  staff  also  forced  students  to  beat  their  classmates. 

Some  schools  used  the  "hotline,"  in  which  the  offending  student  was  forced 
to  walk  a gantlet  of  classmates  wielding  belts  or  sticks  or  hairbrushes. 

"The  girls  had  to  walk  the  (gantlet)  and  get  the  backs  of  their  legs 
switched,  and  if  the  switcher  was  too  light  on  the  switch,  they  had  to  do 
it  hard. 

These  girls  had  legs  that  were  swollen  three  times  their  size,"  said  Vi 
Hilbert,  who  attended  boarding  schools  in  Washington  and  Oregon  in  the 
1920s  and  '30s.  Hilbert  is  a member  of  the  Upper  Skagit  tribe. 

Students  died  by  the  hundreds  from  epidemics,  farm  accidents  and  other 
causes,  said  Cleveland  State  University  professor  David  Adams,  an  expert 
on  the  boarding  school  system.  Firm  numbers  are  unavailable  because  many 
schools  sent  seriously  ill  children  home  or  never  recorded  student  deaths, 
he  said. 

The  cemetery  at  Haskell  alone  has  102  student  graves.  Government 
documents  show  at  least  500  more  students  died  and  were  buried  elsewhere, 
said  Charles  Haines,  a biology  professor  at  what  is  now  Haskell  Indian 
Nations  University. 

Some  students  killed  themselves.  A graduate  of  the  Marty  Indian  School, 
Glenn  Holiday,  became  a dormitory  supervisor  there  before  killing  himself 
in  1978  in  his  early  20s,  Shindelar  said. 

"He  left  a message  saying,  'I  don't  know  which  world  I belong  in.  Some 
of  my  best  friends  are  white,'  " Shindelar  said.  "He  said  he  was  accused 
by  his  friends  of  being  an  apple  --  red  on  the  outside,  white  on  the 
inside.  And  the  struggle  was  too  much  for  him."  'A  national  tragedy' 


Boarding  school  conditions  improved  as  government  and  church  policy 
gradually  shifted  away  from  forced  assimilation  and  enrollments  declined. 

"It  is  beautiful,  civilized  human  life  we  are  chopping  to  pieces  at 
sizable  cost  to  the  taxpayer,"  reformer  John  Collier  wrote  about  boarding 
schools  in  1923.  A decade  later,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  picked  Collier 
to  head  the  BIA,  and  Collier  tried  to  ban  beatings  and  improve  conditions 
at  the  schools.  Later,  Indians  began  running  the  BIA. 

Military  discipline  at  boarding  schools  was  mostly  gone  by  the  1950s. 
Schools  abandoned  most  of  their  hard  labor  programs  by  the  1960s.  After  a 
1969  congressional  report  declared  Indian  education  "a  national  tragedy," 
tribes  got  more  say  in  their  schools  and  began  introducing  aspects  of 
tribal  culture  into  the  classrooms. 

Now  35  of  the  52  government  boarding  schools  are  on  the  vast  Navajo 
reservation,  an  area  the  size  of  West  Virginia  that  includes  parts  of  New 
Mexico,  Arizona  and  Utah.  Nine  schools  are  on  other  reservations  in  South 
Dakota,  Arizona,  Washington  and  Mississippi. 

Santa  Fe  Indian  School  and  seven  other  federal  off-reservation  boarding 
schools  remain:  in  Wahpeton;  Pierre  and  Flandreau,  S.D.;  Talequah  and 
Anadarko,  Okla.;  Salem,  Ore.;  and  Riverside,  Calif. 

The  off-reservation  schools  have  largely  evolved  into  specialized 
treatment  centers  for  troubled  Indian  youths.  Wahpeton  is  now  called 
Circle  of  Nations  and  is  overseen  by  a tribal  school  board. 

Doyce  Burr  has  returned  as  superintendent  of  the  school.  Karen  Gillis, 
an  Arikara  friend  who  hid  with  Burr  in  the  coat  room,  is  assistant 
superintendent.  "We  know  how  it  was  and  how  it  can  be,  so  we  try  to  do  it 
right  for  the  kids  this  time  around,"  Gillis  said. 

When  Burr  became  superintendent  in  1995,  she  looked  up  Dudy  Karvonen  and 
hired  her  to  oversee  the  girls'  dormitory. 

"They  (students)  seem  to  bond  with  you  better,  since  you've  been  to  a 
school  like  this  that  was  more  crude  and  harsh  than  this  is,"  Karvonen 
said.  They  are  among  many  boarding  school  survivors  working  to  heal  the 
hurts.  Shindelar  led  a religious  service  last  year  at  which  Indians  and 
whites  prayed  and  sang  at  school  sites  where  abuses  occurred.  Burr  has 
enacted  strict  protections  for  her  students  at  Wahpeton.  "You  even 
verbally  abuse  these  kids,  you're  out  of  here,"  she  said.  She  dreams  of 
organizing  a conference  of  healing  for  adults  who  were  abused  in  the 
Indian  boarding  schools. 

"I  guess  that  hurt  never  goes  away,"  she  said.  "I'm  52,  and  I still  feel 
it." 

Alumni  Voices 

Reflections  of  former  students  at  American  Indian  boarding  schools: 

ABUSE 

"There  was  one  fella  (a  dorm  attendant)  that  was  having  mental  health 
problems,  and  they  sent  him  to  the  school  to  get  him  out  of  the  way. 

Anyway,  he  would  have  these  psychotic  episodes  and  hear  voices,  and  he 
would  just  come  out  of  his  room  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  randomly 
pick  people  out  and  whip  them  severely  for  no  reason." 

--  Peter  Campbell,  Colville/Coeur  d'Alene,  who  attended  two  Roman 
Catholic  boarding  schools  in  Washington  and  Idaho  in  the  1950s. 

"Our  (dorm)  matron,  she  would  spank  us  real  hard  on  the  rear  --  put  us 
over  this  old-fashioned  laundry  tub  and  just  spank  the  hell  out  of  us.  It 
got  to  the  point  where  it  didn't  bother  us,  so  she  would  use  her  high  heels 
She  would  start  slapping  your  face,  hitting  us  until  we  cried.  We  learned 
to  start  crying  so  she  would  stop." 

--  Ethel  Sales,  Navajo,  who  attended  a Christian  Reformed  mission  school 
in  Rehoboth. 

"I  loved  it.  I would  cry  when  I had  to  go  home.  They  were  very  good  to 
us."  --  Leola  Dohnston,  Choctaw,  who  attended  St.  Agnes  Academy,  a Roman 
Catholic  boarding  school  in  Oklahoma. 

LANGUAGE 

"There's  an  expression  in  Ojibwe,  pronounced  hai'.  It's  like  'too  bad,' 
showing  sympathy.  As  I was  getting  off  the  bus  for  the  first  time,  I said 
that  to  someone  who  tripped.  I got  slapped  by  the  matron,  who  said,  'You 
don't  use  that  language  here.'  " 

--  Dim  Northrup,  Fond  du  Lac  Chippewa,  who  attended  the  Pipestone  Indian 


Training  School  in  Pipestone,  Minn.,  in  the  1940s  and  1950s. 

"I  had  a few  friends  whose  family  spoke  the  same  language  that  I did,  but 
the  language  had  been  discouraged  for  so  many  years  that  truly  nobody  was 
speaking  it.  When  we  were  speaking  about  something  confidential,  then  we'd 
go  in  a corner  and  talk  the  language  ..." 

--  Vi  Hilbert,  Upper  Skagit,  who  attended  boarding  schools  in  Washington 
and  Oregon  in  the  1920s  and  1930s  and  is  now  a tribal  language-preservation 
activist . 

RELIGION 

"I  used  religion  as  a way  to  ask  God  to  help  me.  They  said  if  you  ask  God 
for  anything,  he'll  help  you,  so  I'd  want  to  talk  to  God.  ...  But  God  never 
came.  The  government  won." 

--  Do  Anna  Meninick,  Yakama,  who  attended  the  Chemawa  Indian  School  in 
Salem,  Ore.,  in  the  1950s. 

"My  mother  and  father  explained  to  me  that  I was  going  into  a strange 
world.  They  prepared  me  very  well  for  the  occasion  with  religion.  As  I left 
home,  my  mother  gave  me  a pouch  of  corn  pollen.  She  said,  'Keep  this.  This 
is  like  your  Bible.  Someone  is  going  to  try  to  take  it  away  from  you,  but 
this  is  yours.  You  keep  it,  this  is  your  church,  your  belief.'  I kept  it. 

No  one  ever  took  it  away  from  me." 

--  Peterson  Zah,  a former  president  of  the  Navajo  Nation  who  graduated 
from  the  Phoenix  Indian  School  in  1958 

"RE : Victory  for  Indian  Religious  Freedom"  

Date:  Saturday,  May  8,  1999 

From:  "Doe  Bryan"  < jbryan@indianlaw. org> 

Subj : Devil's  Tower  Victory 

INDIAN  LAW  RESOURCE  CENTER 

601  E Street,  Southeast,  Washington,  D.C.  20003 
(202)  547-2800  Fax  (202)  547-2803 

For  Immediate  Release  Contact:  Steven  D.  Gunn  (617)  423-0648 
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VICTORY  FOR  INDIAN  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM: 

COURT  DISMISSES  SUIT  CHALLENGING  RELIGIOUS 
ACCOMMODATIONS  AT  DEVILS  TOWER  NATIONAL  MONUMENT 

Distributed  by  the 
"Indian  Law  Resource  Center" 

April  29,  1999 

DENVER,  CO  - In  a ruling  issued  Monday,  the  United  States  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  Tenth  Circuit  upheld  the  National  Park  Service's 
accommodations  of  American  Indian  religious  practices  at  Devils  Tower 
National  Monument.  Devils  Tower,  a majestic,  600-  foot-tall  butte  in 
northeast  Wyoming,  is  a sacred  religious  site  for  American  Indians  from 
over  twenty  tribes  in  the  Great  Plains.  It  is  also  a popular  location 
for  technical  rock  climbing.  Since  1995,  the  National  Park  Service  has 
asked  rock  climbers  to  voluntarily  not  scale  the  tower  during  Dune,  a 
month  when  Indians  travel  there  to  perform  sacred  religious  ceremonies. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  dismissal  of  a lawsuit  filed  by  several 
rock  climbers  who  argued  that  the  Park  Service's  actions  violate  the 
Establishment  Clause  of  the  First  Amendment  to  the  U.S  Constitution. 

This  clause  prohibits  the  government  from  sponsoring,  supporting,  or 
becoming  entangled  in  religious  affairs. 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  and  four  prominent  spiritual  leaders 
intervened  in  the  case  as  Defendants,  represented  by  the  Indian  Law 
Resource  Center,  an  indigenous  rights  law  firm  representing  tribes  in 
North,  Central  and  South  America,  and  attorneys  in  the  Tribe's  Legal 
Department.  Amicus  briefs  from  three  American  Indian  tribes,  three 
national  Indian  rights  organizations  and  twelve  prominent  religious 
organizations  were  filed  in  support  of  the  Park  Service  and  its 
accommodation  of  Indian  religious  practices. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  rock  climbers  did  not  have  standing  to  challenge 


the  regulations  since  they  had  not  shown  how  they  were  injured  by  the 
regulations . 

"This  is  an  important  legal  victory  for  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
Indian  people  who  worship  at  Devils  Tower  every  year",  says  Steven 
Gunn,  an  attorney  with  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center.  The  Court  of 
Appeals  affirmed  the  April  2,  1998,  ruling  of  the  U.S.  District  Court 
in  Wyoming,  which  also  upheld  the  Park  Service's  regulations.  The 
district  court  had  ruled  that  the  regulations  are  constitutional  since 
"the  purposes  underlying  [them]  are  really  to  remove  barriers  to 
religious  worship  occasioned  by  public  ownership  of  the  Tower.  The 
government  is  merely  enabling  Native  Americans  to  worship  in  a more 
peaceful  setting.  In  doing  so,  the  government  has  no  involvement  in 
the  manner  of  worship  that  takes  place,  but  only  provides  an  atmosphere 
more  conducive  to  worship." 

Regulations  Balance  Competing  Interests 

The  Park  Service  implemented  its  climbing  management  regulations 
in  1995,  after  nearly  two  years  of  consultation  with  American  Indians, 
rock  climbers,  environmentalists,  and  others.  It  did  so  to  balance  the 
competing  interests  of  Indians  and  rock  climbers,  and  to  encourage 
tolerance  and  respect  for  Indian  religious  practices.  Most  rock  climbers 
have  shown  respect  for  the  Indian  religious  practitioners  and  have 
supported  the  Park  Service's  program.  The  Access  Fund,  a national 
climbing  organization,  has  officially  endorsed  the  program  and  the  Park 
Service  reports  that  since  1995,  rock  climbing  at  Devils  Tower  during 
Dune  has  fallen  by  over  80%. 

Devils  Tower  Is  Vital  to  Indian  Religion  and  Culture 

For  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  a member  and  spiritual  leader  of  the  Cheyenne 
River  Sioux  Tribe  in  South  Dakota,  this  ruling  is  a significant  victory. 
"Once  again,  we  can  worship  in  our  traditional  way  and  practice  our 
traditional  culture  without  interference  at  this  sacred  site." 

Devils  Tower  is  a sacred  site  and  a vital  cultural  resource  for  Indians 
>from  over  twenty  Plains  tribes.  For  centuries,  Indians  have  performed 
religious  and  cultural  ceremonies  there,  including  the  Sun  Dance, 
sweat  lodge  rites,  vision  quests,  and  prayer  offerings.  These  ceremonies 
continue  today.  However,  in  recent  years,  growing  numbers  of  visitors 
and  rock  climbers  have  disrupted  the  ceremonies.  According  to  Looking 
Horse,  "Climbers  make  lots  of  noise  and  come  near  our  people  when  they 
are  praying.  By  doing  this,  they  disturb  our  efforts  to  obtain  spiritual 
guidance.  When  climbers  hammer  objects  into  the  butte,  it  is  like  they 
are  pounding  stakes  into  our  bodies." 

Ruling  Upholds  American  Tradition  of  Religious  Tolerance 

"There  is  a long  and  principled  tradition  in  this  country  of  accommodating 
religious  practices  on  government  lands,"  says  Gunn.  In  many  national 
parks,  the  National  Park  Service  owns  or  leases  churches  and  other 
religious  properties.  The  government  permits  groups  to  conduct  religious 
services  on  these  properties,  and  it  prohibits  recreational  or  other 
activities  that  would  conflict  with  the  religious  services.  "Time  and 
again,  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  the  government  'follows  the 
best  of  our  traditions'  when  it  'respects  the  religious  nature  of  our 
people  and  accommodates  . . . their  spiritual  needs,'"  says  Gunn. 

"These  American  traditions  must  be  upheld  for  our  country's  first 
Americans,  too." 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

For  More  Information,  contact  Steven  D.  Gunn,  an  attorney  with  the 

Indian  Law  Resource  Center.  He  can  be  reached  at  (617)  423-  0648, 

extension  134,  or  (617)  730-4351.  Additional  information  including  the 

text  of  the  decision  is  also  available.  URL:  http://www.indianlaw.org 

Distributed  by  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center 

email:  mt@indianlaw.org  URL:  http://www.indianlaw.org 


RE:  Violation  of  Prisoner  Rights 


Date:  Sat,  08  May  1999  18:56:27  +0400 
From:  valerie@emirates . net . ae 
Subj : Violation  of  Prisoner  Rights 

Greetings  Gary, 

Would  you  please  post  the  following  which  concerns  an  earlier  request  for 
help  by  American  Indian  prisoners  at  Wasco  State  Prison  in  California. 

Their  original  message  was  posted  in  the  8 April  edition  of  Wotanging  Ikche, 
by  Frank  Blazquez. 

In  response  to  the  above  posting,  I wrote  to  Doe  Gallagher,  the 
spokesperson  for  the  group,  requesting  that  he  outline  exactly  how  his/their 
religous  rights  are  being  violated,  so  potential  supporters  would  have  a 
clearer  picture  of  what  was  going  on  in  this  facility.  With  Doe's 
permission,  I'm  forwarding  excerpts  from  his  letter,  which  readers  may  find 
interesting.  Hopefully,  people  on  the  outside  will  query  the  warden  on  his 
actions  and  force  some  kind  of  accountability. 

(Apologies  for  length.) 

Valerie 

EXCERPTS  FROM  DOE  GALLAGHER'S  LETTER: 

...First  of  all.  I'll  start  with  a list  of  what  the  prison  is  doing  to  not 
allow  my  religious  material  as  well  as  people  of  many  different  faiths. 

1.  We  aren't  allowed  to  receive  in  the  mail,  religious  books,  literature, 
or  publications.  I've  even  been  denied  legal  publications  (Prison  Legal 
News) . 

2.  I've  been  denied  access  to  write  to  'prison  pen-pal'  programs. 

3.  My  appeal  "rights"  are  being  taken  for  appeal  "abuse".  The  prison 
claims  I've  filed  too  many  appeals.  (How  can  this  be?) 

4.  We're  not  allowed  religious  medallions,  book  catalogs  or  political 
literature. 

5.  No  appeals  have  been  answered  in  a positive  way  - merely  sent  back 
unanswered . 

6.  No  access  to  law  library.  No  access  to  current  phone  books  (for 
lawyers'  addresses)  or  D.O.M. 

7.  No  access  to  legal  materials. 

8.  Requests  for  interviews  unanswered. 

9.  Not  allowed  15  days  to  appeal  mail  rejections.  (Were  allowed  15  days  to 
appeal,  but  instead  our  mail  is  sent  back  the  next  day  and  not  reviewed 
by  captain . ) 

10.  Not  allowed  religious  ceremonial  tools. 

11.  I've  been  placed  in  a housing  unit  where  all  privileges  are  taken, 
because  "I'm  disruptive  to  the  group"  for  standing  up  for  our  religious 
rights . 

12.  My  cell  is  searched,  sometimes  twice  a day. 

13.  Warden  refuses  to  see  me. 

14.  Confidential  legal  mail  is  opened  without  me  present. 

15.  Not  allowed  to  practice  my  religion,  for  I don't  have  proper  ceremonial 
tools  or  books. 

16.  Since  I've  bought  most  of  my  material  through  the  mail,  I'm  losing  money 
and  stamps  daily. 

17.  I'm  not  allowed  anything  without  approval,  and  I've  yet  to  have  anything 
approved.  (Letter  from  warden  provided.)  ... 

...My  concern  is  that  if  the  prison  can  do  this  to  me,  what  is  next?  I'm 
doing  all  I can  to  get  into  court.  I've  got  the  following  two  civil  cases 
going: 

1.  CU  99-03842  (case  number) 

US  District  Court,  Central  District  of  California 

2.  HC  006614  (case  number) 

Kern  County  Superior  Court  of  California 

...  All  I want  is  my  constitutional  rights.  I'm  making  a serious  effort  to 
obtain  any  and  all  help  for  those  of  us  of  "non-mainstream"  religions.  All 


prisoners  here  are  supportive  and  hope  to  get  our  rights  to  practice  any  and 
all  religions.  All  faiths  are  being  denied  certain  rights.  I am  grateful 
that  you  are  on  our  side,  and  would  appreciate  people  contacting  the  warden 
concerning  the  violations  going  on  here. 

R.L.  Candelaria 
P.0.  Box  8800 
Wasco,  CA  93280 
Phone:  (661)758-8400 

...  It's  so  important  to  understand  that  our  constitutional  rights  should  be 
upheld.  If  prisoners'  rights  are  not  honored,  "free"  people  are  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions  and  violations.  It's  only  a matter  of  time  before 
Uncle  Sam  takes  citizens'  rights.  ... 

...  You  can  purchase  certain  subscriptions  only  to  have  them  never  arrive. 
Try  to  speak  out  on  issues  and  they  will  take  your  appeal  rights.  I've 
filed  numerous  appeals,  only  to  be  told  I was  abusing  the  appeal  process  - 
told  I could  only  appeal  once  a week.  Yet  the  form  says  "inmates  can  appeal 
any  action  that  has  an  adverse  affect  on  us".  Then  I get  told  I could 
appeal  no  more!  How  do  you  exhaust  your  remedies  if  you're  not  allowed  to 
appeal  staff  actions?  ... 

. . . The  law  "librarian"  screens  ALL  evidence,  reads  ALL  legal  work,  and 
approves  or  disapproves  legal  evidence  to  be  copied  or  not.  She  tried  to 
read  my  CASE.  She  read  all  my  evidence  and  refused  to  let  me  make  legal 
copies  at  my  own  expense.  Legal  work  is  supposed  to  be  confidential.  So 
then  she  called  her  boss  and  told  him  to  come  "screen"  my  evidence  - tipping 
my  "hand" . ... 

...  I'm  in  prison  for  violating  the  law,  yet  my  captors  continue  to  violate 
the  law  they  are  employed  to  uphold.  Their  own  rules  are  violated.  I ask 
no  special  treatment  - only  fairness  to  worship  my  Gods  and  learn.  ... 

For  those  interested  in  helping,  Doe  can  be  contacted  at  the  following 
address : 

Hoe  Gallgher  #H-59705 
F-A-4-124U 

P.0.  Box  4400,  W.S.P. 

Wasco,  CA  93280 

"RE : Canadian  News  re  Leonard"  

Date:  Thu,  06  May  1999  18:25:12  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Canadian  news  re  Leonard.,  finally! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d ' laan 'te ' . . . 

Our  battle  to  get  the  government  of  Canada  to  do  the  right  thing  by 
Leonard  Peltier  has  finally  drawn  first  blood!!!  (ref  article  in  addendum) 
The  war  is  far  from  won  though,  so  please.  . ! Re-double  your  efforts  to  get 
the  Canadian  end  of  the  horror  inflicted  on  Leonard  Peltier  exposed! 

Together  we  can  lift  the  rock  & expose  the  slime  that  perpetrated  this 
atrocity  & those  who  continue  to  cover  it  up..  Truth  will  prevail!! 

Call/fax/email/visit  the  nearest  Canadian  embassy,  consulate,  trade 
mission  or  other  representative  branch..  Tell  them  that  the  report  on 
Leonard  Peltier's  illegal  extradition  from  Canada  is  STILL  not  made  public 
& let  'em  know  how  you  feel,  not  just  what  you  think  of  such  cover-up! 

Please  do  it  soon,  & as  often  as  you  can  afford  the  time-etc.. 

Leonard  has  given  over  23  years  of  his  life  for  a commitment  for  your 
rights...  I ask  that  you  consider  committing  a few  minutes  of  yours  for 
his  rights  in  the  spirit  of  all  our  relations... 

The  Minister  of  Dustice  now  seems  to  have  some  vague  idea  about  who 


Leonard  Peltier  is  now,  although  it  took  all  tens  of  thousands  of  msgs 
flicking  her  switch  to  get  the  bulb  to  flicker.  (Ann  McLellan  is  not  known 
for  being  fast  on  her  feet.,  a couple  of  bricks  short  of  a full  load,  know 
what  I mean . . ?) 

So  here  she  finally  admits  that  there  is  a report..  Wow!  Almost  1 year  to 
the  day  since  she  was  asked  about  it.  (ref  Hansard,  11  May  1998)  And  now 
someone's  read  it  & made  the  blunder  of  reporting  what's  in  it.  And  what's 
in  it,  after  that  "thorough  analysis"  by  the  Minister's  "diligent 
professional  advisors"...,  is  exactly  what  the  govt  of  the  USA  submitted 
in  their  "Respondent's  Factum"  (verbatim!)  as  submitted  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  on  12  Dune,  1989.  ALL  of  the  "other  proof"  is,  & always 
have  been,  demonstrably  false  & inadmissible.  All  of  it.  There  IS  no 
"other  evidence". 

In  short,  those  "diligent  professional  analysts"  demonstrated  a complete 
analytical  incompetence  that  comes  suspiciously  close  to  gross  negligence 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  made  especially  horrific  in  this  case, 
where  the  freedom  of  a wrongfully  incarcerated  human  being  is  concerned. 
[Hmm..  couldn't  be  that  they're  just  a tad,  er,  "ethnically  biased",  could 
it?  Or  is  that  "ethically  challenged"?  Probably  just  plain  lazy..  ] 

As  well,  there  is  the  matter  that  this  is  a Liberal  Party  government  in 
power.  The  same  gang  that  were  in  when  Leonard  was  busted  & illegally 
extradited.  And  it  has  recently  come  to  my  attention  that  the  infamous 
"Poor  Bear  Affadavits"  fabricated  by  the  FBI  & then  fraudulently  submitted 
to  a Canadian  court  to  secure  Leonard's  extradition  were  written,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  by  a lawyer  working  for  the  Minister  of  Justice  of  Canada  one 
fine  February  day  of  1976  at  the  FBI  office  at  Rapid  City  SD.  This 
lawyer's  name  is  Paul  Halprin. 

An  official  of  a Liberal  Party  govt  Minister,  an  officer  of  The  Crown, 
fabricating  evidence,  then  fraudulently  submitting  that  false  evidence  to 
a Canadian  court....  Hmmm...? 

So  yes,  Madame  Minister  McLellan!  Bring  on  that  report ! Give  the  world 
the  targets  we've  been  after,  what  we  need  to  show  your 

somewhat-less-than-brilliant  cover-up,  & that  of  your  "senior  professional 
analysts"  with  this  fine  example  of  their  "astute  skills  of  analytical 
review" ! ! 

What  a great  demonstration  of  how  insidious  racism  is.  Were  Leonard 
Peltier  the  scion  of  the  "right  sort  of  people",  he'd  never  have  been 
allowed  to  suffer  a day,  let  alone  over  23  years...  Some  review..  Some 
Minister. . 

So  let's  celebrate  this  small  victory  folks,  but  the  war  is  far  from 
over,  while  Leonard  remains  far  from  home.  Please  act  NOW! 

masi:cho. . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


No  evidence  of  lies  in  Peltier  case  - minister 
STEPHEN  THORNE 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - There  is  no  evidence  anyone  lied  in  hearings  supporting 
the  extradition  of  native  activist  Leonard  Peltier  on  charges  he  murdered 
two  FBI  agents  in  North  Dakota,  Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan  said 
Wednesday. 

And  even  without  the  controversial  testimony,  McLellan  told  the  justice 
committee  other  evidence  overwhelmingly  supports  a decision  to  send 
Peltier  back  to  the  United  States,  where  he  is  serving  two  consecutive  life 
terms . 

"The  review  . . . does  conclude  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  fraud  in 
the  extradition  process,"  said  McLellan,  who  promised  to  soon  release  the 
review  conducted  by  her  predecessor,  Allan  Rock. 

"I  want  to  make  it  absolutely  plain  here  today  that  the  review  further 
concludes  that  without  the  (controversial)  affidavits  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  extradition." 

Peltier,  one  time  head  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  was  convicted  of 
first-degree  murder  in  the  1975  shooting  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents. 

The  pair  were  initially  wounded  as  they  searched  for  a robbery  suspect  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reserve  near  the  legendary  Wounded  Knee,  then  shot 


dead.  Peltier  has  consistently  denied  he  killed  the  men. 

Peltier's  case  has  become  an  international  cause  celebre,  garnering 
support  from  the  likes  of  former  South  African  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  actor 
Robert  Redford  and  a host  of  other  celebrities. 

Peltier  fled  to  Alberta  after  the  murders.  He  was  extradited  a year  later. 

U.S.  officials  have  acknowledged  that  some  evidence  used  to  win  Peltier's 
extradition  was  tainted,  particularly  an  affidavit  given  by  a woman.  Myrtle 
Poorbear,  who  said  she  saw  him  pull  the  trigger.  She  later  recanted. 

"Leonard  Peltier  was  not  extradited  on  the  basis  of  an  alleged  fraudulent 
affidavit,"  McLellan  told  B.C.  Reformer  John  Reynolds  on  Wednesday. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  refused  leave  to  appeal  the  case.  Since  then, 
a witness  known  only  as  Mr.  X told  author  Peter  Mathiesson  he  killed  the 
agents  in  self-defence. 

Rock  ordered  a review  of  Peltier's  extradition  in  1995.  The  project  was 
completed  in  1996  but  the  content  of  the  document  was  protected  under 
laws  prohibiting  release  of  communications  between  governments. 

McLellan  said  the  United  States  government  gave  Canada  permission  to 
release  the  material  Wednesday. 

"It  will  be  a case  of  simply  compiling  the  entire  file  and  providing  it." 
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"RE : Anne  McLellan  makes  Statement  on  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  23:52:19  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Anne  McLellan  makes  statement  on  Peltier 

Forwarded  message 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  17:05:03  -0500 

Reason  For  Outrage 

Canadian  Government  Continues  to  Assist  the  U.S.  in  Obstructing  Dustice  In 

the  Peltier  Case 

---LPDC 

On  May  5,  1999  Canadian  Minister  of  Dustice,  Anne  McLellan  stated  to  the 
press  that  she  would  soon  release  the  results  of  the  internal  review  of  the 
Peltier  extradition  but  that  she  wanted  to  make  clear  that  there  was  "no 
evidence  of  any  fraud  in  the  extradition  process"  and  that  "without  the 
(controversial)  affidavits  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
extradition."  She  also  stated  that  she  had  been  waiting  for  the  U.S. 
government  to  give  her  permission  to  release  the  results  and  she  received 
that  permission  on  Wednesday.  She  then  stated  that  "It  will  be  a case  of 
simply  compiling  the  entire  file  and  providing  it." 

The  fact  that  Anne  McLellan  straight  forwardly  stated  that  there  was  no 
fraud  in  Peltier's  extradition  should  very  well  be  a large  embarrassment  to 
the  Canadian  Government  and  an  outrage  to  the  people  of  Canada.  Several 
U.S.  and  Canadian  government  officials  including  Senior  Court  Dudges  have 
referred  to  the  extradition  as  a shameful  use  of  government  misconduct.  As 
Warren  Allmand,  the  former  Solicitor  General  of  Canada  who  played  an 
important  role  in  the  review  of  the  extradition  has  repeatedly  stated, 

"once  the  Myrtle  Poor  [Bear]  affidavit  was  found  fraudulent,  there  was 
absolutely  no  other  evidence  to  support  the  extradition." 

McLellan 's  statement  reflects  the  willingness  of  the  Canadian  Government 
to  acquiesce  to  what  ever  it  is  the  U.S.  government  wants  them  to  do,  say. 


and  not  say.  Knowing  that  McLellan  had  to  wait  for  the  permission  of  the 
U.S.  to  release  the  results  of  the  review,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  she 
has  made  totally  unfounded  and  false  statements,  we  would  be  foolish  to  now 
trust  her  to  fairly  interpret  the  documents  which  constitute  the  review  and 
release  this  information.  We  want  the  documents  released  so  we  can  see 
them  for  ourselves  and  we  will  not  allow  this  attempt  to  further  obstruct 
justice  in  the  Peltier  case  discourage  our  efforts  to  have  the  truth  be 
dealt  with. 

The  cooperation  between  Canadian  and  U.S.  government  officials  to  obstruct 
justice  in  the  Peltier  case  is  nothing  new.  The  Canadian  Government 
appointed  one  of  its  own  prosecutors,  Paul  Halprin,  to  represent  the  U.S. 
in  its  attempts  to  extradite  Peltier  from  Canada  in  1976.  Halprin  was  able 
to  provide  U.S.  officials  with  knowledge  of  what  would  and  would  not  be 
successful  in  their  attempts  to  extradite  Peltier.  Further,  he  involved 
himself  in  the  manipulation  of  evidence  presented  to  the  Canadian  Court  in 
order  to  ensure  Peltier's  successful  extradition.  According  to  FBI 
documents,  Halprin  not  only  knew  that  there  were  conflicting  affidavits 
from  Poor  Bear,  he  also  advised  that  they  be  used  with  the  elimination  of 
the  contradicting  one.  If  indeed  all  three  affidavits  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Canadian  Court,  it  would  have  rendered  the  affidavits  one  hundred 
percent  useless.  Of  course  Canada  was  under  a lot  of  pressure  to  extradite 
Peltier,  as  even  Secretary  of  State,  Henry  Kissinger  eventually  became 
involved . 

Peltier  was  arrested  in  Canada  on  February  6,  1976  and  from  the  beginning 
(according  to  FBI  documents)  Halprin  had  advised  the  FBI  that  they  did  not 
have  enough  evidence  to  extradite  Peltier  for  the  murders  of  the  agents  . 
Halprin  also  made  it  clear  to  the  FBI  that,  under  international  extradition 
ruling,  Peltier  could  ONLY  be  tried  for  what  he  was  extradited  for.  If 
they  did  not  come  up  with  enough  evidence,  they  would  be  unable  to 
prosecute  him  for  the  murders  of  the  agents  in  the  U.S.  In  an  FBI  teletype 
it  was  stated  that,  "Halprin,  after  being  furnished  all  details  as 
requested  continued  his  adamance  in  proceeding  solely  on  the  Milwaukee 
charges.  It  was  only  after  considerable  pressure  and  direction  by  those 
attending  the  meeting  that  Halprin  acquiesced  to  proceed  on  all  charges." 

On  February  12,  1976  a warrant  was  issued  for  all  charges.  The  only 
evidence  regarding  the  FBI  agents'  murders  presented  consisted  solely  of 
alleged  links  between  Peltier  and  various  items  of  physical  evidence  from 
the  scene.  Such  evidence  included  a single  thumb  print  on  a used  paper  bag 
(which  contained  many  other  prints)  found  in  Oregon  which  allegedly 
contained  Coler's  gun.  At  this  time  there  were  no  eyewitnesses  and  no 
mention  of  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  was  made. 

Perhaps  this  is  why  the  extradition  proceedings  did  not  take  place  until 
several  weeks  later,  after  Halprin  met  with  FBI  officials  and  US 
prosecutors  in  Rapid  City.  The  contents  of  the  FBI  report  which  documents 
this  meeting  is  almost  totally  blacked  out  for  reasons  of  "national 
security."  However  it  was  later  established  and  documented  that  it  was 
during  this  meeting  that  Halprin  advised  the  FBI  and  US  Prosecutors 
regarding  the  use  of  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  The  extradition  proceeding 
began  on  May  3,  1976.  Two  out  of  the  three  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were 
submitted.  The  court  ordered  Peltier  extradited  on  Dune  18,  1976. 

Peltier  was  extradited  for:  1.  Attempted  murder  of  police  officer  Ronald 
Hlavinka  in  Milwaukee,  on  Nov.  22,  1972;  2.  Murder  of  SA  Ronald  Williams 
on  Pine  Ridge,  Dune  26,  1975;  3.  Murder  of  SA  Dack  Coler  on  Pine  Ridge, 
Dune  26,  1975;  4.  Burglary  near  Nyssa,  Ontario,  Nov.  15,  1975.  The  only 

charges  that  are  relevant  to  the  extradition  today  are  the  FBI  agents 
murder  charges.  The  charges  for  the  burglary  were  dropped  due  to  lack  of 
evidence  and  Peltier  was  found  innocent  on  the  attempted  murder  charges. 

Clearly  there  was  not  enough  evidence  to  extradite  Peltier  on  the  charges 
of  the  FBI  murders  without  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  Eight  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  Dudge  Ross  stated  during  Peltier's  first  appeal,  "what  happened 
happened  in  such  a way  that  it  gives  some  credence  to  the  claim  of  the 
Indian  people  that  the  United  States  is  willing  to  resort  to  any  tactic  in 
order  to  bring  somebody  back  to  the  United  States  from  Canada.  And  if  they 
are  willing  to  do  that,  they  must  be  willing  to  fabricate  other  evidence. 

And  it's  no  wonder  that  they  are  unhappy  and  disbelieve  the  things  that 


happened  in  our  courts  when  things  like  this  happen."  Eight  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  Dudge  Heaney  who  heard  Peltier's  second  appeal  later  referred  to 
tactics  used  to  extradite  Peltier  as  disgraceful.  Several  Canadian  MP's 
and  US  Congress  and  Senate  people  have  referred  to  the  extradition  in 
similar  fashions. 

We  must  continue  to  pressure  Anne  McLellan  to  release  the  results  of  the 
review  as  well  as  all  related  documents.  If  you  are  not  in  Canada , call, 
fax,  email,  and  visit  the  nearest  Canadian  embassy,  consulate,  trade 
mission  or  their  representative  branch  and  of  course  Anne  McLellan  to 
express  your  reaction  to  the  above  information.  If  you  are  in  Canada, 
continue  contacting  McLellan  as  well  as  other  government  officials  to 
demand  the  release  of  the  results  and  all  documents  related  to  the  review 
of  the  Peltier  extradition. 

The  Honorable  Anne  Me  Clellan,  Member  of  Parliament 

Minister  of  lustice 

The  House  of  Commons 

Ottawa,  Canada  K1A  0A6 

(613)  992-4524 

Fax  (613)  996-4516 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > To 
unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > To  change 
your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com  > with 
your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


Fax  McLellan  by  email: 

mailto : remote -printer . Anne_McLellan@16139430044. iddd . tpc . int 
The  Canadian  Embassy  in  the  US: 

501  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW,  Washington, 

DC  20001,  United  States  of  America 
Telephone  (1  202)  682-1740 
Facsimile  (1  202)  682-7726 
Telex  89664 

Internet  Address  wshdc@wshdc01.x400.gc.ca 
Addresses  for  Canadian  representatives  in  all  other  countries 
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc .ca/english/mission s/rep -canle.htm 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  9 May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Myers,  Joseph  Michael 
#R143-651 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  9/13/67 
Ancestry:  Apache  / Cherokee 

Newsome,  Charles  M 
#219-573 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/6/63 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Pike  Jr.,  William  J. 

#315-725 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  10/13/70 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Newcomb,  John  Wayne 
#285-267 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  3/7/61 
Ancestry:  Lakota 

Norris,  Matthew  Gene 
#A225-147 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 


Pierce,  Randy 

#120836  -M.S.U.-  W.K.C.C. 

PO  Box  5000 

Eddyville,  KY  42038-5000 

Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave 
Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  Saturday  Flea  Market 


Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  23:37:10  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 

Subj : Saturday  flea  market 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Saturday,  the  flea  market 

In  the  morning  we  will  get  up,  my  wife  and  all  the  kids.  They  will  be 
dreamy  eyed  and  hair  all  bushy,  but  as  soon  as  I say  we  are  going  to 
town,  they  will  begin  to  run  around.  Where  are  my  shoes?  Where  are  my 
socks?  Mom  did  you  wash  my  pants,  you  know  the  ones  I like?  Cold 
cereal  and  milk  is  what  we  have  for  breakfast  and  away  we  go. 

My  wife  next  to  me  and  the  kids  loaded  in  the  back,  our  old  ride  will 

head  down  the  road.  Off  the  mountain  we  go  and  there  we  see  Helen 

Begay  and  her  son,  he  is  the  youngest,  I know  him,  but  what  his  hair  is 

all  gray.  I slow  and  stop  and  they  jump  in  the  back.  I say  how  old  is 

he,  she  says,  about  61.  What,  I knew  him  and  it  wasn't  so  long  ago,  he 
used  to  run  around  all  over.  Can't  be  I say,  but  she  is  right,  and  his 
mother  must  be  older  than  anyone  I remember.  She  ran  away  from  the 
nursing  home  they  say,  from  Farmington.  She  looks  O.K.,  she  looks  fine, 
she  sat  in  the  back  and  away  we  went. 

We  went  past  the  trading  post  and  on  down  the  road,  the  air  was  warm 
and  there  was  a nice  breeze,  the  sun  was  coming  up  and  it  was  going  to 


be  nice  day.  We  went  out  on  the  flat  and  turned  right  at  Burnham 
function,  past  the  Thriftway  laundry  and  gas  station.  We  went  on  to  the 
South,  past  Newcomb  and  could  the  road  fill  with  others  headed  the  same 
way,  many  in  old  cares,  some  in  new  trucks  and  a few  walking  on  the 
road . 

There  we  were  going  by  Sheepsprings,  the  old  water  hole  for  animals  a 
long  time  ago,  now  a small  community.  I always  wondered  why  they 
called  a desolate  stretch  of  road  Buffalo  Springs,  there  wasn't  a blade 
of  grass  in  sight.,  but  soon  we  passed  it  and  we  were  gone.  Dust 
before  Tohatchi  there  is  a turnoff  and  if  you  follow  it  you  will  find  a 
small  pond,  it  was  warm  mineral  water,  nice  and  hot  to  soothe  poor  achy 
bones.  My  father  when  he  used  to  run  a mule  team  for  the  trader  used  to 
stop  and  soak  a little  bit  on  his  three  day  journeyed  to  Gallup  from 
Toadlena  along  this  same  road.  There  was  no  one  there  today  and  soon  we 
were  in  Tohatchi,  one  of  the  growing  places,  lot  more  houses  and 
people,  the  road  was  looking  like  a long  train  of  cars,  all  kinds,  some 
blue,  some  white  and  old,  a new  truck  here  and  there  all  headed  the 

same  way.  We  didn't  know  all  of  them  but  there  were  a few  that  looked 

like  old  man  Wilson's,  his  daughter  looked  to  be  driving  as  we  passed 
them  by,  the  kids  made  a big  deal  of  all  waving  their  arms  as  we  did. 
Twin  Lakes  and  the  old  DB  Tanner  store,  before  paved  roads  this  place 

used  to  an  oasis,  but  now  the  buildings  are  old  and  only  a 7-11  store 

and  cafe  remain. 

We  flowed  into  the  traffic  coming  from  Window  Rock  to  the  west.  You 
would  think  this  was  a city  freeway  on  a Monday  morning  with  everybody 
headed  to  town.  There  just  over  the  hill  was  Gallup  and  before  we  knew 
it  we  could  see  it.  We  just  kept  along  and  turned  off  on  the  old  , old 
road  that  used  to  be  the  main  highway  into  town,  but  was  bypassed  by 
the  new  road.  After  a little  bit  you  could  see  all  the  cars,  trucks  and 
people  there. 

We  pulled  in,  the  dirt  roads  crisscrossed  every  which  way,  people  were 
parked  selling  Colorado  green  hay  from  lowboy  trailers,  some  were 
selling  coal  and  others  a portable  squeeze  chute  for  cattle.  We  found 
a spot  and  everybody  poured  out.  Old  Mrs.  Begay  left  her  son  still 
getting  out  of  the  truck  and  then  she  disappeared  into  the  crowd.  This 
was  the  Flea  Market,  a market  of  all  things  new  and  old,  everything 
from  stoves  to  tools,  ropes,  belts,  toys  and  every  kind  of  Indian 
jewelry  and  the  things  to  make  it.  It  was  packed,  the  crowd  was  full 
of  brown  faces.  You  kids  don't  wander  off,  but  they  were  already  gone 
to  take  a look  at  all  the  things  there.  I knew  what  I had  come  for 
that  we  walked  from  table  to  table,  car  to  car  and  looked  at  all  the 
things  there.  We  were  from  everywhere,  some  from  as  far  as  Kayenta  and 
Chinle  to  those  over  on  the  East  Side  by  Crownpoint.  There  were  Zunis, 
Santo  Domingos,  Hopis,  and  a ton  of  Navajos,  but  more  than  us  there 
were  a few  palefaces  and  Nakai  ( Chicanos  ).  Before  long  there  it  was 
what  had  drawn  me  here. 

I could  smell  the  sweet  taste  of  ribs,  mutton  and  there  was  stew  and 
fry  bread  at  the  stew  stands  there.  Folding  chairs  and  long  wooden 
tables  held  a feast  for  me  and  there  I stood  in  line  and  ordered.  We 
sat  down  and  watched  the  crowd  go  by  and  lo  and  behold  the  was  David 
Nez  and  his  kids,  we  hadn't  seen  him  for  a while  and  he  gave  a 
handshake  in  the  customary  way,  not  too  hard  and  not  too  soft,  just 
right.  Fie  told  me  was  looking  for  stew  too,  and  told  him  to  go  ahead 
and  order  some  and  we  would  eat  there  together  his  wife  and  mine 
sharing  a little  time  over  a bowl  of  stew.  The  kids  were  just  looking 
and  waiting  for  their  feast  at  Furr's  and  then  a movie,  but  for  me  this 
was  the  highlight  of  my  day.  I sat  down  and  before  me  was  a bowl  of 
stew  and  some  warm  fry  bread,  it  was  a good  day.  We  would  get  much 
done  today,  but  for  now,  tell  me  Hosteen  Nez,  what  has  been  going  on 
with  you . . . 
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PERSEVERANCE  CONQUERS  ALL. 


GENIUS,  that  power  which  dazzles  mortal  eyes. 

Is  oft  but  perseverance  in  disguise. 

Continuous  effort,  of  itself,  implies. 

In  spite  of  countless  falls,  the  power  to  rise. 
'Twixt  failure  and  success,  the  point's  so  fine. 
Men  sometimes  know  not  when  they  touch  the  line. 
Dust  when  the  pearl  was  waiting  one  more  plunge. 
How  many  a struggler  has  thrown  p the  sponge! 

As  the  tide  goes  out,  it  comes  clear  in; 

In  business,  'tis  at  turns  the  wisest  win. 

And  oh!  how  true  when  shades  of  doubt  dismay, 
"'Tis  often  darkest  just  before  the  day." 

A little  more  persistence,  courage,  vim! 

Success  will  dawn  o'er  fortune's  cloudy  rim. 

Then  take  this  honey  for  the  bitterest  cup:= 
"There  is  no  failure  save  in  giving  up. 

No  real  fall  as  long  as  one  still  tries. 

For  seeming  setbacks  make  the  strong  man  wise. 
There's  no  defeat,  in  truth,  save  from  within; 
Unless  you're  beaten  there,  you're  bound  to  win. 
-HENRY  AUSTIN. 


A RUN  THROUGH  THE  SCHOOL  ROOMS. 


Ranks  in  some  of  the  school  rooms  are  growing  thin  during  these  days 
of  approaching  vacation,  when  boys  and  girls  by  the  hundred  are  going 
out  to  country  homes  to  seek  experience  and  strength  of  body  and  mind 
not  to  be  obtained  from  books. 

Some  of  the  rooms  have  doubled  up,  thereby  enabling  one  teacher  to  do 
other  important  work,  the  one  remaining  in  charge  having  as  many  pupils 
as  at  any  time  during  the  winter. 

Our  reporter  was  pleased  when  she  went  through  the  various  classrooms 
on  Monday  afternoon  to  see  the  painstaking  care  in  individual  drill  on 
elementary  sounds,  and  in  other  things. 

It  requires  time,  patience,  and  skill  to  sit  down  with  a child  and  go 
slowly  and  carefully  over  an  exercise  that  is  difficult  and  tedious,  and 
at  the  same  time  keep  up  the  child's  interest  and  desire  to  know. 

One  little  girl  could  not  see  the  difference  between  the  sounds  of 
"a"  in  "all"  and  "o"  in  "on." 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  noticed  that  there  are  white  people  in 
this  section  of  the  country  who  say  "hawt"  for  "hot,"  but  we  endeavor  to 
teach  correct  pronunciation,  and  this  little  girl  was  a very  willing 
student . 

"Aw!  Aw!  Aw!"  the  teacher  said  slowly. 

"0-0-0-0, " repeated  the  child. 

"Not  quite.  Now  see  my  mouth!  See?  Aw!  Aw!" 

"0-0-0-0-,"  would  come  every  time,  from  the  throat  of  the  child. 

"Put  your  hand  on  your  cheeks,  so,  and  press  a little." 


The  child  did  as  requested  and  was  delighted  at  the  broad  sound  that 
came  out,  just  as  her  teacher  had  made  it;  and  her  dimpled  cheeks  and 
ruby  lips  in  the  beaming  smile  of  satisfaction  that  greeted  her  teacher 
told  of  her  delight. 

The  reporter  thought  if  all  our  boys  and  girls  were  as  anxious  to 
learn  the  exact  sounds  of  this  difficult  English  tongue,  and  showed  so 
much  patience  and  perseverance  in  doing  as  their  teachers  wished,  we 
would  hear  better  pronunciation  than  we  do  now. 

Like  the  boys  who  are  learning  to  pitch  exactly  over  the  plate  and  to 
kick  goal,  Mary  tried  and  tried  and  tried  over  and  over  again  until  she 
learned  it,  then  she  was  ready  for  a higher  step. 

The  reporter  was  also  pleased  with  a lesson  that  was  being  carried  on 
by  one  of  the  pupil  teachers.  Some  of  the  seven  and  eight-year-olds 
were  reading  original  compositions  about  buds,  each  holding  a tiny  bud 
in  his  hand.  They  read  with  expression  so  different  from  some  little 
white  children  we  have  heard  who  sang  out  their  words  from  a third  or 
fourth  reader  at  a rapid  rate  not  knowing  what  they  were  reading  about. 

In  Number  1,  the  drill  on  elementary  sounds  was  vigorous  and  fine, 
and  the  students,  most  of  whom  were  beginning  adults,  entered  into  the 
exercise  with  spirit  as  though  they  enjoyed  it.  We  are  sure  they  are 
going  to  learn  to  enunciate  better  than  some  do  now  in  the  higher 
classes . 


Continued  on  last  page. 
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An  Indian  boy  looked  at  his  friend  askance,  last  Friday,  when  he 
heard  a UNIVERSITY  student  on  the  field  call  to  another:  "I  never  seen 
it . " 

A pleasant  letter  from  Robert  DePoe,  '97,  who  is  in  the  Indian 
service  at  Siletz,  Oregon,  speaks  of  a good  deal  of  sickness  they  are 
having.  He  is  looking  forward  to  a transfer  to  Chemawa.  He  is  studying 
law  in  connection  with  his  duties,  and  hopes  some  day  to  come  out  an 
attorney-at-law. 

Nancy  Wheelock,  who  is  taking  a course  of  nursing  in  the  hospital  at 
Waterbury,  Connecticut,  writes  very  cheerfully  of  her  duties  and  the 
pleasant  times  she  is  enjoying  when  off  duty.  People  seem  to  take  an 
interest  in  her  and  enjoy  making  her  have  a good  time.  She  has  passed  a 
course  in  the  woman's  ward  and  is  now  in  the  men's. 

The  poem  on  the  first  page  this  week  was  sent  to  us  by  a member  of 
class  '92,  who  is  pluckily  working  her  way  in  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  cities  of  the  United  States.  She  has  taken  comfort  and 
courage  more  than  once  from  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  poem  and 


thinks  perhaps  that  some  of  the  HELPER  readers  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  may  find  the  same. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Etnier  did  not  get  off  on  the  vessel  they  expected  to 
take  from  New  York  City  last  Friday.  Miss  Shaffner  -Oh'  we  forgot  - 
Mrs.  Etneir  writes  that  they  remained  about  the  steamer  offices  most  of 
Friday  till  the  vessel  sailed  at  one  o'clock,  but  found  it  impossible  to 
secure  passage.  "The  crowds  going  at  this  time  exceed  all  existing 
facilities  for  transportation,  and  we  shall  simply  have  to  wait  our 
turn.  This  makes  us  very  restless,  while  we  are  enjoying  the  stay  and 
making  the  most  of  the  time,  yet  with  work  awaiting  us  at  Ponce  we  would 
much  prefer  getting  to  the  scene  of  action  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are 
visiting  art  galleries  and  taking  short  trips.  The  weather  is  lovely. 

I cannot  yet  realize  that  I shall  not  return  to  you  again  as  one  of 
you.  It  seems  as  though  I am  only  to  be  gone  a little  while  as  I've 
done  so  often.  I'm  almost  glad  it  seems  so.  It  helps  to  tide  me  over 
the  season  when  the  sense  of  separation  and  loss  would  be  keenest. 
Carlisle  is  yet  and  will  remain  for  a long  time  to  come  the  old  home  of 
my  heart.  I am  glad  to  enter  the  new  relations  and  the  duties  ahead, 
and  am  full  of  purpose  to  direct  all  I possess  toward 
the  building  up  of  true  American  life  in  my  future  Island  home." 

Friday's  game  with  Syracuse  University,  was  not  marked  with  that 
"unadulterated  excitement  and  sustained  interest"  which  characterizes 
some  games  The  fact  is,  Syracuse  won  by  a score  of  9 to  2.  Our  boys 
played  what  is  called  a "headless"  game  and  made  costly  blunders. 
Syracuse  had  first  innings  and  scored  2,  then  our  boys  took  the  bat  and 
scored  1.  The  next  inning  of  Syracuse  amounted  to  naught  for  them,  and 
they  treated  us  to  the  same  kind  of  a round  little  figure.  And  they 
gave  us  6 of  those  little  capital  0's  before  another  score  was  made  in 
the  8th  inning,  then  Hudson  saved  the  day.  In  the  meantime  the  visitors 
piled  up  3,  3,  and  1 in  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th  innings  respectively.  In 
the  last  4 innings  we  gave  the  visitors  a whole  feast  of  goose  eggs, 
which  they  did  not  relish.  Our  northern  brothers  were  gentlemen,  and  if 
they  ever  come  this  way  again  we  shall  give  them  a warm  welcome  - maybe 
too  warm. 

It  is  very  pleasurable  to  hear  the  band  playing,  but  most  of  the 
hearers  perhaps  do  not  know  of  the  hard  work  required  on  the  part  of 
instructors  and  members  of  the  organization  to  keep  up  a ready  supply  of 
good  music  suitable  for  all  items  and  occasions.  The  band  is  now 
practicing  Wagner's  Overture  - Tannhauser,  some  of  the  parts  of  which 
are  very  difficult.  Step  into  the  band  room  some  day  and  see  the 
painstaking  care  and  great  labor  entailed  to  reach  a state  of  perfection 
satisfactory  to  the  leader;  then  we  may  appreciate  the  music  even  more 
than  we  do.  There  is  intense  earnestness  on  the  part  of  each  learner, 
which  accounts  for  the  excellent  result  attained. 

Ex-Governor  Sheakley  of  Alaska  ate  trout  with  Major  Pratt  on 
Wednesday  evening.  At  a gathering  of  the  students  soon  after,  the 
Governor  gave  a very  practical  talk  full  of  common  sense  and  wisdom. 
"Soap  is  the  great  civilizer."  Cleanliness  is  next  to  Godliness.' 
"Teachers  cannot  'learn'  the  pupil,  the  pupil  must  learn  form  himself,' 
were  some  of  the  key  notes;  and  he  did  not  say  a word  about  educating 
the  Indian  to  go  BACK.  His  whole  thought  was  that  the  young  people 
before  him  should  gain  that  which  would  make  them  responsible  and 
helpful  men  and  women  for  life  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Miss  Luzena  Choteau,  class  '92,  has  a position  in  the  Treasury 
Department  at  Washington,  D.C.  We  are  proud  of  our  boys  and  girls  who 
branch  out  from  the  Indian  Service,  and  earn  a comfortable  competency 
among  the  very  people  whose  business  traits  and  mannerisms  they  have 
emulated.  It  takes  courage  to  do  so  and  more  than  some  have.  It  is  the 
easier  way  to  drift  back  home  and  be  satisfied  with  what  comes,  but 
there  is  not  growth  in  that. 

We  need  rain. 
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Trout  fishing! 
Flower  beds! 


Straw  hats  are  manifest. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  a new  chainless  Spaulding. 

Didn't  Johnson  catch  some  pretty  flies  last  Friday? 

Miss  Seonia  spent  a day  or  two  in  Philadelphia  last  week. 

Mrs.  Bakeless  and  John  have  gone  home  to  Milroy  for  a visit. 

Now  is  the  time  when  the  new  spring  suit  putteth  in  an  appearance. 

Donald  McIntosh  is  trying  the  case  again  after  a long  vacation  from 
the  printing  force. 

Professor  Bakeless  took  a run  of  a few  hours  to  see  his  father  at 
Shamokin  Dam  on  Saturday. 

Extemporaneous  speech?  and  knew  before  hand  what  his  subject  was  to 
be?  Is  that  honest? 

Mr.  Thompson  was  regularly  taken  in  by  the  Standards  on  Friday  night, 
and  has  been  appointed  critic. 

Miss  Minnie  Kurtz,  of  Mifflinburg  and  Miss  Margaret  Forster,  of 
Flarrisburg  were  guests  of  Miss  Forster  on  Monday. 

A little  daughter  has  come  to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Foulk,  at 
their  home  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  grounds. 

Ground  has  been  broken  at  east  end  of  school  building  for  the  new 
annex.  There  is  to  be  an  addition  to  the  west  end  also. 

Mrs.  Pratt  has  given  the  student  body  at  the  opening  exercises  of 
school,  tow  very  interesting  talks  on  the  Bermudas,  recently. 

Tonight,  Miss  Pauli,  Miss  Robertson,  Invincibles;  Miss  Luckenbach, 
Miss  Smith,  Standards'  Miss  Miles,  Miss  Peter,  Susans. 

Reuben  Tapios  who  has  been  lingering  for  some  time  with  consumption 
was  buried  on  Friday,  thereby  casting  a gloom  over  the  school. 

Miguel  Maxey  whose  mind  became  deranged  was  taken  to  the  Government 
Hospital  in  Washington  last  week.  He  has  been  a great  charge  to  those  at 
our  hospital. 

Mr.  Throop  the  stereopticon  lecturer  entertained  the  student  body  and 
a few  guests  from  town  with  pictures  illustrating  Ben  Hur,  and  scenes  of 
the  late  war,  on  Monday  night. 

Miss  Helen  Harmon,  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  a schoolmate  of  Miss 
Standing,  chaperoned  a straw  ride  of  pupils  from  her  school  and  others 
in  Holly  to  the  Indian  School,  on  Monday. 

J.  Jennings  Gouge,  class  '99,  writes  from  Iron  River,  Wisconsin,  to 
please  send  the  HELPER;  that  he  is  well  and  happy,  and  that  he  hopes  all 
his  friends  at  the  school  will  not  forget  him. 

Miss  Senseny's  visit  to  Baltimore  last  week  was  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  Mme.  Nordica  and  Mme.  Schumann-Heink,  the  De  Reszke  brothers  and 
other  artists  in  Lohengrin.  She  also  heard  Madame  Eames,  Sig. 

Companari,  M.  Saleza  dn  M.  Plancon  and  other  noted  singers  in  Faust. 
Since  her  return  it  has  been  quite  difficult  to  hold  her  down  to  the 
ordinary  things  of  life. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a number  of  the  teachers  and  officers  attended  the 
great  Oratorio  of  the  Redemption  by  Gounod,  in  Harrisburg,  given  by  two 
hundred  of  the  best  singers  of  our  Capital  City. 

Mr.  Edward  Baxter  Perry,  the  eminent  blind  pianist  and  Mr.  Ferdinand 
Dewey  the  composer,  both  of  Boston,  were  guests  of  Miss  Senseney  last 
Saturday.  The  latter  is  related  to  Admiral  Dewey. 

Thomas  Marshall  is  down  with  a malignant  form  of  the  measles.  He  got 
the  disease  through  a letter  from  home  where  two  of  his  family  have  died 
recently  of  measles.  The  case  is  completely  isolated,  and  we  do  not 
fear  any  epidemic. 

It  was  a listless  game  played  between  the  first  and  second  team  on 
Monday  afternoon,  but  on  Tuesday  evening  it  was  not  so  slow  when  the 
second  team  won.  The  first  thing  we  know,  the  first  shall  be  last  and 
the  last  first  if  we  do  not  watch  out. 

The  happiest  family  anywhere  around  is  that  belonging  to  Gray  Hound 
Fannie.  Eight  little  puppies  came  to  live  with  her  this  week.  The 
cunning  little  things  have  aroused  great  interest  and  curiosity.  Fannie 
came  from  Montana  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  this  Spring,  and  is  a 
full-blooded  gray  hound. 

The  small  boys  and  the  use-to-be  small  boys  who  are  now  in  the  large 
boys'  quarters  have  interesting  games  of  ball  these  evenings  on  the 


south  ground.  It  is  nip  and  tuck  as  to  who  will  stand  in  the  lead  at 
the  end  of  the  month.  Willard  Gansworth  pitches  for  the  first  named  and 
Charles  Cusick  and  Peter  Alexander  for  the  latter. 

"What  is  that?"  asked  a stranger  who  was  passing  Major's  house  one 
day  this  week  he  being  attracted  by  the  large  round  stone  from  Cannon 
ball  River,  Montana,  which  Major  had  brought  and  placed  as  an  ornament 
and  interesting  object  of  curiosity,  in  front  of  his  house.  "That?  I 
don't  know,"  replied  the  countryman,  "unless  it  is  an  ostrich  egg." 

Sarah  Bernhardt,  the  famous  actress  says  that  to  train  her  voice  she 
adopted  measures  like  those  accorded  to  Demosthenes.  "All  day  long," 
she  says,  "I  kept  a rubber  ball  in  my  mouth  so  as  to  be  able  to  open  it 
wide  enough,  and  when  alone  in  my  room  I did  nothing  for  hours  together 
but  repeat  'ti  di,  ti  di,  ti  di."  Would  it  not  be  well  to  order  a 
carload  of  rubber  balls  at  once  for  the  use  of  our  boys  and  girls  who 
cannot  open  their  mouths  wide  enough  to  enunciate  distinctly? 

Miss  Booth,  who  is  the  early  days  of  Carlisle  taught  young  Indian 
"ideas  how  to  shoot,"  in  one  of  our  school  rooms,  has  resigned  her 
position  at  Hampton,  Va.,  where  she  has  been  for  the  past  nine  years. 
Miss  Booth  was  an  important  spoke  in  Hampton's  wheel.  She  contributed 
an  occasional  article  for  the  Southern  Workmen,  and  was  interested  in 
charitable  works  outside  of  the  school  among  the  negroes.  This  in 
addition  to  her  regular  duties  as  teacher  of  a very  important  branch  of 
industry.  She  now  retires  from  work,  and  goes  to  live  with  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Booth,  in  a pleasant  cottage  home  of  their  own  in  Sag  Harbor,  Long 
Island . 
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In  No.  2,  all  were  intent  upon  a reading  lesson,  studying  new  words 
and  pronunciation  with  the  aid  of  the  teacher.  They  were  determined  to 
know  the  lesson  before  they  read  it. 

No.  5 pupils  were  dividing  States  up  into  counties,  townships, 
cities,  towns,  boroughs  and  villages.  They  were  animated  and  gave 
intelligent  answers. 

In  No.  6 they  were  taking  journeys  to  different  parts  of  the  world 
from  Boston.  They  had  the  whole  earth  in  front  of  them,  in  the  shape  of 
a large  globe.  They  were  to  carry  with  them  appropriate  articles  for 
the  natives.  For  instance,  they  thought  it  not  wise  to  take  ice  to 
Alaska  nor  furs  to  Cuba. 

No.  7 pupils  had  just  finished  a lesson,  and  were  studying. 

In  No.  8,  a singing  class  was  being  conducted.  The  do,  ra,  me,  fa, 
sols  were  produced  in  good  tone  and  time. 

In  No.  9,  Hiawatha  was  undergoing  an  analytical  interpretation 
preparatory  to  intelligent  reading. 

In  No.  10,  they  were  in  the  depths  of  Jackson's  Administration. 

In  No.  11,  1 class  in  bookkeeping  was  balancing  accounts  and  making 
very  neat  looking  ledger  pages. 

And  in  No.  12,  the  future  nineteen  hundreds,  the  class  was  separated 
into  two  groups,  one  part  drawing  buds  and  twigs  from  nature,  and  the 
other  solving  problems  in  Algebra.  Think  of  it!  Indians  studying 
Algebra!  They  were  getting  out  into  line  the  knotty  plusses  and  minuses 
with  the  a b c's,  the  x-squares  and  y-cubes,  in  a way  that  non-plused 
the  reporter  and  scared  her  into  a desire  to  be  minus. 

In  no  rooms  were  the  pupils  dull  and  listless,  and  the  reporter  felt 
so  repaid  for  the  time  spent,  that  she  is  inclined  to  go  the  rounds 
again  someday. 


IT  PAYS  TO  TELL  THE  TRUTH. 

Why? 

Because  one  cannot  tell  the  smallest  kind  of  a falsehood  without 
being  found  out. 

Somehow,  somewhere,  sometime  when  it  will  hurt  the  most,  TRUTH  will 
out . 

We  cannot  try  to  deceive  without  being  discovered. 


We  may  think  that  our  tracks  are  well  covered  and  nobody  knows  that 
we  did  this  mean  thing,  but  it  comes  out  somehow,  sometime,  somewhere. 

Then  what  happens? 

It  is  astonishing  how  ONE  little  dishonest  act  hangs  to  a person  for 
years  and  years. 

We  lose  friends  when  we  try  to  cheat  and  deceive  and  tell  small  lies. 

People  shun  us  and  we  wonder  what  is  the  matter.  We  try  to  make  them 
think  we  are  good  and  true,  but  we  cannot,  and  failure  in  everything  we 
try  to  do  is  our  lot. 

People  who  are  not  square  may  seem  to  succeed  for  a time,  but  in  the 
end  they  fail  and  are  disgraced. 

It  PAYS  to  tell  the  truth. 


AN  ACT  RELTAING  TO  INDIAN  MEDICINE  MEN  AND  THE  MESCAL  BEAN. 


Since  the  publication  of  last  week's  article  about  the  Mescal  Bean, 
headed  "Another  Habit  that  Kills,"  we  have  received  the  law  pertaining 
to  it,  approved  March  11th  by  Governor  Barnes,  of  Oklahoma: 

The  Law. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Oklahoma : 

Section  2.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  introduce  on 
any  Indian  Reservation  or  Indian  Allotment  situated  within  the 
Territory,  or  to  have  in  possession,  barter,  sell  give  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  any  "Mescal  Bean,"  or  the  product  of  any  such  drug,  to  any 
allotted  Indian  in  this  Territory;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  prevent  its  use  by  any  physician  authorized  under  existing  laws  to 
practice  his  profession  in  this  Territory. 

Section  3.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
in  this  territory,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  twentyBfive 
dollars,  or  be  confined  in  the  county  jail  for  not  more  than  six  months, 
or  be  assessed  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court . 


Enigma . 

From  an  Indian  Agency  teacher  in  the  west  whose  pupils  have  been 
interested  in  the  HELPER  Enigmas,  we  get  the  following: 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  5,  10,  3,  9 is  a shelter  for  useful  animals. 

My  6,  7,  8 is  becoming  a rare  animal. 

My  11,  3,  10,  4,  4 is  the  name  of  the  superintendent  of  the  most 
successful  Indian  School. 

My  1,  2,  6 met  a terrible  reverse  at  Santiago. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  an  Indian  agency  out  west. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  April  showers. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Squirrel  Hunting"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Oct  1998  13:58:57  -0500 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subj : Squirrel  Hunting 


Squirrel  Hunting 


Maybe,  I was  six,  or  maybe  seven  years  old, 
that  long  hot  summer  at  grandmothers. 


Dad  had  taught  me  to  shoot  with  the  .30-. 30, 
the  summer  before,  it  knocked  me  down. 


That  was  a great  morning,  with  the  morning  haze, 
still  thick  and  rising,  we  were  up  early. 

That  day,  was  my  first  day  to  shoot  alone  ever, 
on  that  particular  summer  day,  dad  said  I could. 

My  great-uncle's  .22  was  given  over, 
just  for  me,  with  just  a few  shells. 

Later  on  I learned  to  sit  and  wait  elsewhere, 
but  energetic  boys  prowl,  like  cats. 

In  the  top  of  the  tallest  pine,  he  was, 
just  right  there,  where  he  lived  I think. 

Branches  in  the  crown,  rustled  and  waved, 
tunnel  vision  set  in,  as  I squeezed  one  off. 

Down  and  down,  and  bouncing  around  he  came, 
to  land  hard,  at  the  base  of  that  tree. 

It  was  a very  good  shot,  from  50  yards, 
right  behind  the  left  foreleg  and  through. 

He  quivered  just  a little,  as  I walked  up, 
a last  sigh  and  then  he  was  still  forever. 

I asked  him  for  forgiveness  there  and  then, 
and  then  cradled  him  up,  and  carried  him  home. 

Pa  Paw  made  me  skin  him  myself  and  then, 

Ma  Maw  fried  him  up,  on  top  of  the  woodstove. 

Those  old  people  understood  things,  and  taught  'em  too. 

Pa  Paw  just  said,  "We  really  didn't  need  the  food." 

Fried  squirrel  is  really  good,  but  I remember  well, 
and  have  never  shot  another  one,  since  then. 

John  Berry 

Oklahoma 

1998 

"RE : Poem:  Squirrel  Hunting"  

Date:  Fri,  07  May  1999  07:30:41  -0700 
From:  Bill  Brady  <metisage@f lash . net> 

Subj : Elders  Prayer 

Here's  an  elders  prayer  that  I just  circulated  for  Cinco  de  Mayo: 

If  it's  appropriate  cite  it  as  a reprint  from:  metis  - The  Voice  of 
Metis,  First  Nations  and  Non-Status  Aboriginal  Peoples;  Vol.  1/Issue  1, 
March  1999.  Printed  in  Canada. 


Walk  tall  as  the  trees 

Live  strong  as  the 
mountains 

Be  gentle  as  the  spring  rain 
Keep  the  warmth  of 
summer  in  your  heart 


And  the  great  spirit  will 
always  be  with  you. 


/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\><><><><><>< 

all  the  best,  Billy 

"RE ; Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  4 May  99  04:45:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  18-24 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

18 

Come  to  me  in  the  first  light  of  dawning,  when  all  things  are  begun  anew. 

19 

The  setting  sun  flashes  briefly  green  upon  the  surface  of  the  ocean. 

20 

The  islands  rise  up  from  the  ocean  floor  to  greet  the  sky! 

21 

The  wind  and  the  rain  join  together  to  create  life. 

22 

Life  always  reveals  new  possibilities. 

23 

Feast  upon  the  riches  of  the  land. 

24 

Follow  the  paths  of  the  stars,  and  you  will  never  be  lost. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  16:20:09  -0500 

From:  Northen  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Subj:  Tribal  Language  Meeting  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  15:30:35  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Harold  Ironshield  <harold@pepp.org> 

The  next  Tribal  Language  Meeting  will  be  hosted  by  Cankdeska  Cikana 
Community  College  on  Dune  4th,  1999  beginning  at  10  am  to  5pm  on  the 
Spirit  Lake  Nation  Reservation.  This  meeting  will  be  partly  to  organize 
for  the  upcoming  Northern  Plains  Language  Conference  being  sponsored  by 
the  Language  Committee  and  is  being  held  in  November.  Input  for  ideas  and 
speakers  to  facilitate  language  workshops  is  needed.  Also,  a conference 
planning  committee  needs  to  form  and  begin  working  to  plan  the  conference. 
A site  needs  to  be  designated  in  the  Northern  Plain  region.  If  you  are 
interested  please  attend  the  meeting.  For  information  you  can  call  Erich 
Longie  at  701-766-4415  or  Harold  Iron  Shield  at  218-236-5434  before  the 
meeting. 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 


Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 


Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@inf i . net> 

Subj:  psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 

May  28-30th 

Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 

Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Ave 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


The  Cathedral  Lakes  May-Day  Celebration  (Pow  Wow)  will  be  held  May  21, 

22  & 23,  1999,  Keremeos,  Southern  B.C.  Canada,  in  the  beautiful  Ashnola 
Valley  where  you  will  be  surrounded  by  cliffs  and  there  is  plenty  of 
camping  along  the  Ashnola  River. 

FIOST  DRUM:  1995/96/98  World  Class  singing  Champions  - High  Noon, 

Hobbema,  Alberta,  Canada 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Derry  Meninick  - Yakama  - Toppenish,  Wa.  U.S.A. 
ARENA  DIRECTORS:  Alex  0.  Shepherd  - Paiute/Nava jo  - St.  George,  Ut . U.S.A. 
HONORARY  DRUM:  Dine'  Nation  Dr.'s  - Tuba  City,  Arizona,  U.S.A. 

SPECIAL  GUEST  : LITEFOOT  - Concert  Saturday  evening. 

GRAND  ENTRIES:  Fri.  -7:00  pm.  Saturday  & Sunday  - 1:00  pm.  & 7:00  pm. 

HAND  DRUM  CONTEST  - Northern  style 


DUNIOR  :AMES  SPECIAL  - Boys  5 years  old  and  under 
ADULT  CATEGORIES:  Mens:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Womens:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
TEEN  CATEGORIES:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
DUNIOR  CATEGORIES:  7 - 12:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
ADULT  GOLDEN  AGE:  Mens:  - Combined 

Womens:-  Combined 

STICKGAME  TOURNAMENT 

Starting  Saturday,  May  22/99  at  noon. 

HORSE  RACING  99 

Sat  & Sun,  May  22  & 23/99  at  4:00  pm. 

And  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  VENDORS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

FOOD  CONCESSIONS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

Please  pay  before  set  up  - provide  your  own  generators 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  - DAY  BEGAYE  AT  1-250-499-7056 

NO  COLLECT  CALLS  -PLEASE! 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation . .for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : DOHN  DEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Doseph,  Nez  Perce. 


Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 
powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5020 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  21:52:45  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : More  May  Pow  Wows 

Late  Breaking  Spring  Events  & Updates 

May  14-16:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Spring  Festival,  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  near 
Valley  Head,  AL.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Jacquie  Saeger;  MC:  Marvin 
Bernard;  HD:  Southeast  Sunrise  Singers;  FP/ST:  Tony  Walkingstick; 

ST:  Moonshadow;  special  appearances  by  noted  Cherokee  authors:  Tony 
McClure,  PHD,  Cherokee  Proud;  Jerry  Ellis,  Walking  the  Trail.  Sponsored 
by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama. 

Schedule:  Friday  (Children's  Day  - all  admissions  this  day  just  $1.00) 
8am-5pm;  Saturday  10am-9pm;  Sunday  10am-5pm;  gates  open  each  day  at  8:00am. 
Admission  for  Saturday  & Sunday:  $5.00  adults,  $2.00  ages  6-17, 
senior  citizens,  children  5-under,  and  handicapped  get  in  free. 

On-site  camping  available  (256)  635-0024.  HM:  Quality  Inn,  Ft.  Payne, AL 
1-800-228-5151.  Info:  Chief  Charlene  Tuckaleechee  Story  (205)  681-0080. 

May  15:  "Trail  of  Hope"  Walk,  Jamestown,  Virginia.  Sponsored  by  the 
Mattaponi  Tribe  & the  Mattaponi  Heritage  Foundation,  this  walk  is  designed 
to  raise  funds  & awareness  to  combat  the  King  William  Reservoir  Project. 

The  city  of  Newport  News  is  seeking  approval  to  pump  75,000  gallons  of  water 
a day  from  the  Mattaponi  River  into  Cohoke  Creek  on  the  Pamunkey  River.  That 
action  threatens  to  flood  Mattaponi  cultural  & burial  sites,  and  disrupt  the 
tribe's  traditional  shad  fishing.  The  Pamunkey  Tribe  would  also  be  affected 
by  this  action. 

All  native  people,  and  anyone  supporting  the  Mattaponi 's  position,  are 
welcome  to  participate  in  the  walk.  Registration  costs  $10  & must  be  made 
by  May  7.  Info:  (804)  769-7745. 

May  15-16:  South  Charleston  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Oak  Field  Park,  South 


Charleston,  WV.  Info:  (304)  746-5552  or  (304)  586-2923. 

May  21-23:  Monacan  Indian  Festival,  Route  130,  Elon,  VA. 

Info:  (804)  946-0389  or  946-7785. 

May  21-22:  Charles  Chibitty  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  Laredo  Civic  Center 
Ballroom,  Laredo,  TX.  Info:  (210)  337-1418. 

May  21-23:  Memphis  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Shelby  Farms  Showplace  Arena,  Memphis, 
TN.  Info:  (901)  375-4877. 

May  22-23:  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow,  Kapiolani  Park  Bandstand,  Honolulu,  HI 
Info:  (808)  947-3206  or  (808)  242-9217. 

May  28-30:  Feast  of  the  Flowering  Moon,  Yoctangee  Park,  Chillicothe,  OH. 
Info:  (740)  775-2121. 

May  28-30:  Southern  Ute  Bear  Dance  Festival,  Sky  Ute  Event  Center,  Ignacio 
CO.  Info:  (970)  563-0119  or  563-4575. 

May  28-31:  Delaware  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Copan,  OK 
Info:  (918)  336-5272. 

May  28-30:  Tulsa  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Info:  (918)  743-3628  or  664-9242. 

May  29-31:  Moon  When  the  Ponies  Shed  Pow  Wow,  Fort  Hayes  Educational  Cente 
Columbus,  OH.  Info:  (614)  443-6120. 

May  29-30:  Native  Nations  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cajundome,  Lafayette 
LA.  Info:  (318)  588-4496. 

May  29-30:  Alton  Pow  Wow,  Lions  Club  Park,  Alton,  MO.  Info:  (918)  336-9217 
May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shephardsville,  KY. 

Info:  (502)  331-9792. 

Abbreviations:  AD-Arena  Director;  MC-Master  of  Ceremonies;  HD-Host  Drum; 

ND  - Northern  Drum;  SD  - Southern  Drum;  HS  - Head  Singer;  HL  - Head  Lady; 

HM  - Head  Man;  HG-Head  Gourd  Dancer;  FP-Flute  Player;  ST  - Story  Teller; 

GE  - Grand  Entry;  HH:  Host  Motel;  HV  - Head  Veteran. 

Note:  This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge,  upon  request.  Feel  free  to  copy 
it  & share  it  with  your  friends.  To  subscribe  or  unsubscribe,  or  to  add  or 
correct  an  event,  please  send  an  e-mail  message  to  wanige@AOL.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  11  May  1999  09:57:04  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Christine  Penney 
Director  - PLUS  Center 

(Promoting  Learning  for  Underrepresented  in  Science) 

1123d  Science  Center 
1200  Kenwood  Avenue 
Duluth,  MN  55811-4199 
218-723-5912 
cpenney@css . edu 


Like  the  baby  chick  which  pecks  its  way  out  of  the  shell 

to  get  its  strength  to  stand,  we  feel  the  strain  to  know  what  we 

can  do.  The  things  that  try  us  make  us  strong. 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  05/10  11:35  AM  >>> 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NAC  Topics  for  May  10-14,  & for  May  21  & 28 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NAC  Topics  include:  Devil's  Tower,  Economic  and  Environmental  Opportunities 
with  Tires,  The  Father's  Role  in  Rearing  Children,  Indian  Schools,  Special 
Needs  Students  in  Indian  Country,  Pets  and  Your  Health,  and  finally 
Grandparents  Raising  Children 

For  more  information  see  the  descriptions  below 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

Listen  at:  airos.org/audio.html 

Re:  Program  Schedule  for  May  10-14,  1999 


HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  May  10-14,  1999 
MON  - 5/10:  Devil's  Tower: 

Devil's  Tower  in  Northeastern  Wyoming  is  a place  sacred  to  many  Northern 
Plains  Tribes  and  has  been  used  for  millennia  as  a place  of  worship  and 
homage.  But  this  600  foot  butte  is  also  one  of  this  country's  most  popular 
rock  climbing  spots.  Is  it  possible  to  use  Devils  Tower  as  a place  of 
ceremony  and  recreation?  Or  does  one  have  to  go?  Guests  include  Native 
attorney  Steve  Gun. 

TUE  - 5/11:  There's  Gold  in  Them  Tires: 

Believe  it  or  not  tires  may  become  America's  new  renewable  resource. 
Innovations  in  recycling  technology  have  created  hundreds  of  uses  of  old 
tries.  People  are  building  homes,  making  clothes  and  landscaping  with  this 
abundant  resource  and  making  a good  living  at  it  as  well!  Have  old  tires 
become  America's  new  renewable  resource?  Guest  include  Katherine  Williams 
of  NOVUS  Environmental  Inc. 

WED  - 5/12:  Fatherless  Children 

Fatherless  families  have  become  so  prevalent  today,  but  yet  no  one  knows  for 
sure  how  it  affects  the  social  fabric  of  our  society.  On  this  edition  of 
Native  America  Calling  we  look  at  the  fatherless  child  and  ask  how  important 
is  a father's  role  in  rearing  children?  And  can  fathers  still  be  good 
parents  even  when  living  outside  the  home?  Guests  include  family  experts 
Dr.  Wade  Horn  and  Scott  Ray. 

THU  - 5/13:  Disgraceful  Indian  Schools: 

"Our  schools  no  longer  represent,  in  many  cases,  an  effective  learning 
environment",  says  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs.  To  remedy  the  problem  the  Department  of  the  Interior  will  propose  a 
1.2  billion-dollar  plan  to  replace  or  repair  170  federal  Indian  schools, 
loin  Harlan  McKosato  and  Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  as  they  discuss  the 
plan  to  save  the  Indian  School  System. 

FRI  - 5/14:  Children  with  Special  Needs: 

In  Indian  country  there  are  many  extraordinary  children  who  have  special 
needs  and  require  specific  care.  Whether  they  need  special  physical,  mental, 
or  educational  care  they  require  extra  time  and  attention  from  loved  ones 
and  teachers.  How  do  parents,  family,  and  educators  deal  with  these 
children  and  their  special  needs?  loin  host  Len  Anderson  as  he  and  his 
guests  talk  about  the  unique  children  of  Indian  country  on  the  next 

"Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

Re:  Wellness  Edition  Programs  for  the  rest  of  May 
WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Wellness  Edition  Programs  for  the  rest  of  May 
FRI  - 5/21:  Animal/Human  Relations: 

They  may  be  four-footed  or  even  two-winged,  but  our  pets  often  become  as 
much  of  our  family  as  any  of  the  two-footed  members.  We  Americans  spend  a 
lot  of  money*billions  of  dollars*on  our  pets.  And  according  to  psychologists 
and  therapists,  pets  give  us  a lot  in  return,  including  a better  mental  and 
emotional  attitude,  loin  host  Sharon  McConnell,  her  cat  and  her  guests  as 
the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  discussing  the  healthy 
power  of  pets. 

FRI  - 5/28:  Grandparents  Raising  Children: 

Some  people  say  that  today  an  increasing  number  of  grandparents  are  raising 
their  grandchildren.  Does  this  represent  a break  down  of  families  in  Indian 
country?  Or  is  this  just  a continuation  of  a tradition  that  passes  values 
and  cultural  identity  to  the  younger  generation?  loin  host  Sharon  McConnell 
and  her  guests  as  they  discuss  grandparents  raising  children  on  the  next 
"Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  loseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution /Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  800-571-6885, airos@unlinfo. uni . edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 


Eric_Mantin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3. 
--  3ohn  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Ray  Clouds-in-the-Sky  Stark,  3ohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Laura  Olah, 
S.  L.  Gregerson,  Janet  Smith,  3oe  Bryan/Indian  Law  Resource  Center,  Carol, 
Debra  Sanders,  Bill  Brady,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Nancy  Thomas,  Dohn  Berry, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Ian  Wilson  Record/Native  Americas  Journal, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Valerie,  Randy  W, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Christine  A.  Penney,  Jeanne  R Pinckney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  May  19  17:25:45  1999 
Date:  Tue,  18  May  1999  18:55:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.021 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cheyenne  moon  when  the  horses  get  fat 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L,  Minnlnd  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"There  is  no  longer  any  need  to  shoot  down  Indians  in  order  to  take  away 
their  rights  and  lands.  Legislation  and  the  combination  of  three 
forces,  our  own  attorneys,  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  and  the  Indian 
Bureau,  does  the  trick  legally." 

Mrs.  Dosephine  Mills,  Shoshone 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  ! 

| The  Bloodline  ( 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  i 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  ( 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  i 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  ! 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  - + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Only  a handful  of  weeks  ago  people  from  the  four  directions  walked  507 
miles  for  the  buffalo  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  What  many  of  you 
may  or  may  not  know  there  has  since  been  a court  decision  about  the  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock's  buffalo  slaughter  policy. 

Those  who  hoped  to  stop  Montana's  policy  lost  their  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals.  That  ended  the  whole  issue  legally.  Montana  can  shoot 
them,  it's  legal.  However,  it  is  summer.  The  buffalo  no  longer  have  a 
need  to  wander  out  of  the  park  and  onto  trust  lands  for  survival.  The 
DOL  will  stop  the  killing  as  it  has  each  summer  since  the  slaughter  began. 
People  will  forget  until  next  Winter. 

Many  elders  from  many  nations  tell  us  the  People  and  the  Buffalo  are 
so  closely  linked  as  to  be  one.  This  week  I received  a letter  from  a man 
I trust  absolutely  who  tells  me  some  who  have  painted  themselves  as 
protectors  of  the  buffalo  prevented  a friend  and  him  from  feeding  the  herd, 
saying  that  feeding  them  would  "domesticate"  them!  They  weren't  domesticated 
when  these  same  men  fed  them  last  year!  They  were  then  warned  that  if  they 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


persisted  they  themselves  would  be  shot. 

Remember  this.  The  prophecies  tell  us  of  this  greater  division  of  the 
First  Nations,  but  warn  that  we  must  come  together  for  all  of  mankind. 

Set  aside  personal  agendas.  Seeking  wealth  at  the  expense  of  your 
neighbor,  drawing  attention  to  your  deeds,  setting  yourself  above  others, 
failing  to  help  others  less  fortunate  because  it  inconveniences  you,  are 
all  agendas. 

The  signs  seem  so  clear,  it's  hard  to  understand  how  anyone  who  knows 
the  prophecies  could  miss  them.  It's  harder  to  understand  how  anyone 
who  knows  what  those  prophecies  foretell  could  possibly  dare  put  their 
own  immediate  gratification  ahead  of  the  People.  But  some  of  us  will. 
Only  you  can  know  if  your  path  follows  the  red  road  or  the  blue  one. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

Marietta,  GA  30217,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Our  Land  Is  Our  Future 


Date:  Sat,  15  May  1999  17:26:12  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Subj : UBCIC  on  FTA/WTO:  "Our  Land  Is  Our  Future 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NOTE:  Please  send  any  comments  or  inquiries  about  this  post  to  the  original 
sender,  <mstrand@citizen.org>,  *not*  S.I.S.I.S. 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  13:08:32  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Margrete  Strand-Rangnes  <mstrand@citizen . org> 


Here  is  the  presentation  that  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  made 
to  the  federal  Standing  Committee  on  the  WTO  and  the  FTAA. 

OUR  LAND  IS  OUR  FUTURE 
UNION  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  INDIAN  CHIEFS 
FOUNDING  HEAD  OFFICE 
VANCOUVER  OFFICE 
335  Yellowhead  Highway 
5th  Floor, 

342  Water  Street 
Kamloops.  B.C.  V2H  1HI 
Vancouver.  B.C.  V6B  1B6 
Tel:  (250)  828-9746 


Tel:  (604)  684-0231 
Fax:  (250)  828-0319 
Fax:  (604)  684-5726 
Email:  ubcic@bc . sympatico . ca 

UNION  OF  B.C.  INDIAN  CHIEFS 

PRESENTATION  TO  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE 
BY  CHIEF  STEWART  PHILLIP,  PRESIDENT 
Vancouver:  April  26,  1999 

"Our  unsurrendered  Aboriginal  Title  is  a barrier  to  trade;  our 
unsurrendered  right  of  Self  Determination  is  a barrier  to  trade. 
Any  initiatives  which  are  designed  to  exploit  or  further 
commercialize  our  lands  and  resources  require  our  full  and 
informed  consent  both  at  International  law,  and  in  domestic 
Canadian  law.  Until  Canada  obtains  this  consent,  it  is  not  in  a 
position  to  enter  into  any  international  trade  agreements." 

Introduction : 

Indigenous  Peoples  are  paying  the  price  for  the  regionalization, 
nationalization  and  internationalization  of  our  Lands  and 
Resources.  The  consequences  of  the  current  international  trade 
initiatives  on  Indigenous  Peoples  will  be  severe. 

Our  People  tell  stories  of  enduring  horrific  conditions  of 
poverty  within  their  communities  as  they  helplessly  watch  as  the 
wealth  and  richness  of  the  land  flows  out  of  our  territories. 

More  money  flows  out  of  our  territories  in  one  load  of  logs, 
harvested  without  our  consent,  than  a family  of  four  relying  upon 
social  assistance  receives  in  one  year. 

Loads  of  timber;  rivers  and  lakes  dammed  to  produce 
hydro-electric  power;  tons  of  salmon  and  other  marine  resources 
being  sent  to  foreign  markets.  As  Indigenous  Peoples  we  are  the 
original  owners  of  the  Land  and  Resources,  but  you  would  never 
know  it  to  see  the  poverty  that  our  people  live  in. 

"The  Land  is  the  People,  and  the  People  are  the  Land": 

All  issues  concerning  Aboriginal  Title  territories,  including 
Lands,  Waters  and  Resources  are  crucially  important  to  Indigenous 
People.  Our  philosophy  tells  us:  "The  Land  is  the  People,  and  the 
People  are  the  Land".  Since  time  immemorial  our  Peoples  have  been 
intimately  connected  to  the  Land.  Our  Cultures,  Languages, 
Political  Organizations  and  Spiritual  and  Economic  well-being  all 
flow  from  our  relationship  to  the  Land.  Without  our  strong 
connection  to,  and  responsibility  for,  the  Land,  our  Peoples 
would  cease  to  exist.  This  connection  to  the  Land  is  our 
Aboriginal  Title. 

It  is  our  Aboriginal  Title,  and  therefore  the  very  survival  of 
our  Peoples,  which  is  threatened  by  the  international  trade 
initiatives  that  Canada  is  considering. 

For  the  membership  of  the  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs,  who  have 
not  signed  any  treaties  nor  sold  our  Aboriginal  Title  territories 
to  Canada,  our  Aboriginal  Title  and  ^Jurisdiction  remains.  Until 
we  voluntarily  sell  or  cede  our  interest  in  our  Aboriginal  Title 
Lands  to  the  federal  Crown,  Canada  does  not  have  the  jurisdiction 
or  legal  right  to  purport  to  grant  any  interests  in  our  Lands  to 
any  third  party  (including  individuals  or  foreign  corporations). 

Current  International  Trade  Initiatives: 

Canada  is  contemplating  entering  into  international  trade 
agreements  and  protocols  which  will  ensure  that  foreign  investors 
have  guaranteed  access  to  our  Lands  and  Resources.  It  is  the 
view  of  the  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs  that  Canada  will  use 
international  trade  agreements  and  protocols  to  condone  the 
legalized  theft  of  our  Lands  and  Resources,  and  denial  of  our 
Right  of  Self  Determination. 

Canada,  in  practice,  has  not  recognized  the  Aboriginal  Title  of 


the  original  inhabitants  of  this  land,  and  does  not  recognize  the 
Nation  to  Nation  relationship  which  exists  between  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  the  Crown.  Canada  has  never  honoured 

- our  inherent  right  of  Self  Determination; 

- our  Aboriginal  Title  to  the  lands,  waters  and  resources  which 
comprise  our  traditional  territories;  nor, 

- our  international  status  as  peoples. 

Canada  has  proceeded  as  thought  it  has  the  unilateral  authority 
to  enter  into  these  trade  agreements  without  the  consent  of 
Indigenous  Peoples.  Indigenous  Peoples  have  not  been  informed 
nor  consulted  about  these  international  trade  initiatives. 
Aboriginal  Title  has  been  treated  as  though  it  were  invisible,  as 
though  it  does  not  exist. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  in  the  Delgamuukw  decision  (December 
11,  1997),  made  it  abundantly  clear  that  our  legal  interest  and 
title  to  the  lands  and  resources  exists  and  is  on  par  with  Crown 
title.  This  means  that  Canada  has  no  unilateral  power  to  grant  or 
vest  any  interest  in  our  Aboriginal  Title  lands  without  our  full 
participation  and  consent. 

The  International  trade  initiatives  may  override  Section  35  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  1982  which  constitutionally  protects 
Aboriginal  Title  and  Rights.  By  granting  an  automatic  interest  in 
our  lands  and  resources  to  foreign  companies  and  interests,  these 
international  trade  initiatives  will  recognize  more  rights  to  a 
C.E.O.  sitting  in  a foreign  metropolis  than  to  Indigenous  Peoples 
who  are  intimately  connected  with  and  depend  upon  the  Land  and 
its  resources.  A major  focus  of  the  current  initiatives  being 
considered  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  International  Trade  is  to 
eliminate  the  "barriers  to  trade"  at  an  International  level.  Our 
unsurrendered  Aboriginal  Title  is  a barrier  to  trade;  our 
unsurrendered  right  of  Self  Determination  is  a barrier  to  trade. 

Any  initiatives  which  are  designed  to  exploit  or  further 
commercialize  our  lands  and  resources  require  our  full  and 
informed  consent  both  at  International  law,  and  in  domestic 
Canadian  law.  Until  Canada  obtains  this  consent,  it  is  not  in  a 
position  to  enter  into  any  international  trade  agreements. 

Current  Canadian  and  B.C,  Trade  Policies  and  Practices: 

Under  the  current  trade  laws  which  Canada  and  the  provinces 
operate  under  our  Aboriginal  Title  and  Rights  have  been  under 
attack.  Within  British  Columbia,  to  use  one  example,  the 
provincial  government  has  increasingly  off-loaded  and  granted 
interests  in  our  lands  and  resources  to  third  party  developers 
without  our  consent.  Initiatives  such  as  the  permitting  of 
nontimber  forest  products  and  marine  resources,  and  the 
streamlining  of  Crown  lands  acquisitions  policies,  all  have  the 
impact  of  minimizing  our  interests  in  our  title  territories. 

Provisions  of  the  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas  agreement 
(FTAA)  would  give  corporations  the  power  to  sue  national 
governments  where  domestic  legislation  restricts  trade.  At 
present,  Canada's  domestic  laws  do  not  go  far  enough  in 
protecting  Lands  and  Resources,  and  are  entirely  silent  about 
protecting  Aboriginal  Title,  Rights  and  Jurisdiction . . 

Through  the  FTAA,  Canada  might  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
compensating  foreign  investors  where  Canadian  environmental 
legislation  or  other  policies  (perhaps  the  recognition  of 
Aboriginal  Title  or  Rights)  limit  investment  opportunities. 

Despite  years  of  unauthorized  taking  of  our  Lands  and  Resources 
Canada  has  not  once  compensated  Indigenous  Peoples  for  the 
infringement  of  our  Lands  and  Resources. 

Canada  has  still  not  recognized  our  Aboriginal  Title.  Will  this 
recognition  be  precluded  under  the  new  investment  and  trade 
agreements?  The  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs  believe  that  foreign 
companies  could  sue  Canada  for  recognizing  our  Title  and  Rights 
to  specific  Lands  and  Resources.  Certainly,  recognition  of  the 


Jurisdiction  of  Indigenous  Peoples  would  leave  Canada  open  to 
liability  where  international  companies  feel  this  interferes  with 
their  free  and  easy  access  to  Resources. 

The  result  of  the  international  trade  agreements  will  be  to 
restrict  and  limit  Canada's  current  recognition  of  Aboriginal 
Title  and  Rights,  and  to,  in  effect,  "tie  Canada's  hands"  towards 
any  future  broader  recognition  of  our  Right  of  Self  Determination 
and  Aboriginal  Title. 

For  practical  purposes,  the  international  trade  agreements  will 
give  Canada  a means  of  side-stepping  our  Aboriginal  Title  and 
Rights  by  recognizing  economic  interests  of  foreign  interests 
before  and  above  our  Constitutionally  protected  Aboriginal  Title 
and  Rights. 

These  trade  policies  will  only  serve  to  further  disconnect  our 
Peoples  from  the  Land  and  Resources  by  granting  an  interest  in 
the  Waters,  Lands,  Forests,  Minerals,  Plants,  Fish  and  Animals 
which  sustain  us,  to  Companies  and  investors  who  have  never  set 
foot  upon  our  soil,  who  have  never  sustained  and  taken  care  of 
the  Land,  who  have  no  interest  in  the  Land  aside  from  the  money 
it  can  provide  to  them.  The  only  way  that  these  foreign  entities 
can  acquire  an  interest  in  our  Lands  and  Resources  is  if  Canada 
sells  out  our  People  and  negates  its  fiduciary  responsibilities 
by  entering  into  these  international  trade  agreements.  As  the 
Standing  Committee  on  International  Trade  you  have  the  power  to 
prevent  this. 

International  Law: 

The  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs  is  very  concerned  about  the 
blatant  hypocrisy  which  Canada  has  displayed  in  the  International 
arena.  There  are  international  covenants  in  place  which  recognize 
the  right  of  Self  Determination  for  Indigenous  Peoples,  and 
recognize  that  the  theft  of  land  equals  genocide  for  Indigenous 
peoples  who  are  closely  connected  to  the  Land.  Canada  has  fought 
recognition  of  Indigenous  Nations  as  "Peoples"  Internationally, 
and  has  not  implemented  or  honoured  the  rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  at  International  law;  And  yet,  Canada  seeks  to  use 
international  agreements  in  an  attempt  to  further  their  claims 
against  our  Lands  and  Resources: 

Special  Rapporteur,  Miguel  Alfonso  Martinet,  in  his  Study  on 
treaties,  agreements  and  other  constructive  arrangements  between 
States  and  indigenous  populations'  to  the  United  Nations  called 
this  "a  process  of  retrogression"  through  which  Indigenous 
peoples  have  been  deprived  of  (or  saw  greatly  reduced)  three  of 
the  four  essential  attributes  on  which  their  original  status  as 
sovereign  nations  was  grounded,  namely  their  territory,  their 
recognized  capacity  to  enter  into  international  agreements,  and 
their  specific  forms  of  government.  Not  to  mention  the 
substantial  reduction  of  their  respective  populations  in  many 
countries  around  the  world,  due  to  a number  of  factors  including, 
assimilationist  policies,  (at  22) 

The  Special  Rapporteur  lists  the  ways  that  colonizing  powers, 
including  Canada,  undermine  Indigenous  Nations  by  divesting 
Indigenous  Peoples  of  their  "sovereign  attributes,  especially 
jurisdiction  over  their  lands,  recognition  of  their  forms  of 
societal  organisation,  and  their  status  as  subjects  of 
international  law."  (at  23) 

Until  Canada  honours  and  fully  implements  International  covenants 
recognizing  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Canada  is  not  in  a 
position  to  enter  into  any  international  agreements  on  trade 
concerning  our  Lands  and  Resources. 

Summary: 

Without  surrender,  without  consent.  Indigenous  Peoples  will  never 
support  any  international  trade  initiatives  which  grant  interests 
in  our  Lands  and  Resources  to  foreign  entities.  If  Canada's  goal 


is  to  increase  certainty  and  economic  prosperity  for  Canadians 
entering  into  these  agreements  without  the  consent  of  each  and 
every  Indigenous  Nation  whose  title  territories  will  be  affected 
is  not  the  way  to  achieve  this. 

No  matter  how  many  international  agreements  or  protocols  Canada 
signs,  the  resources  will  still  have  to  be  taken  out  of  our 
backyards  and  we  will  not  allow  this  to  happen.  Our  people  are 
prepared  to  take  a stand  to  prevent  any  further  destruction  and 
degradation  of  our  territories.  Canada  is  not  acting  honestly 
within  the  international  community  if  it  pretends  that  it  has  the 
jurisdiction  and  legal  authority  to  unilaterally  enter  into  trade 
agreements  concerning  our  lands  and  resources  without  our 
consent . 

Recommendations : 

1.  Until  the  Land  Question  is  fully  resolved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Canada  is  not  in  a position 
to  enter  any  International  Trade  Agreements  concerning  the 
unceded  Aboriginal  Title  territories  and  Resources  within  British 
Columbia . 

2.  Any  trade  agreements  or  protocols  that  Canada  enters  into 
must  be  made  explicitly  subject  to  the  Aboriginal  Title  and 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  who  hold  Title,  Rights  and 
Jurisdiction  to  the  Lands  and  Resources. 

3.  Indigenous  Peoples  are  Nations  in  an  international  sense 
and  no  agreements  or  protocols  that  Canada  enters  into  absent  our 
consent  can  over-ride  our  Nationhood  and  right  of  Self-Determination. 

4.  All  Land  use  and  Resource  extraction  initiatives  require 
the  full  and  informed  consent  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  whose 
territories  are  involved  before  proceeding.  All  development  must 
proceed  in  concert  with  Indigenous  Peoples'  own  laws  and 
traditions  relating  to  the  protection  of  the  Land,  Waters  and 
Resources . 

5.  Any  international  trade  agreements  must  contain  provisions 
for  the  explicit  recognition  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Indigenous 
Peoples,  and  that  Indigenous  Peoples'  own  laws  cannot  be 
overridden  by  any  international  trade  agreements  that  Canada 
enters  into,  and  foreign  companies  must  agree  to  the  application 
of  Indigenous  Peoples'  laws  as  a precondition  to  any  developments 
on  our  territories. 

6.  All  international  trade  agreements  must  contain  provisions 
which  recognize  the  right  of  Indigenous  Peoples  to  benefit 
culturally,  as  well  as  economically,  from  any  developments  on  our 
Title  territories. 

7.  The  United  Nations,  or  other  international  bodies,  be  invited 
to  send  permanent  representative  to  Canada  to  ensure  that  the 
Title  and  Rights  of  all  Indigenous  Peoples  are  respected  and 
honoured  despite  any  international  trade  agreements  that  Canada 
is  currently  party  to,  or  may  enter  into  in  the  future. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  Section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  the  included  information  for  research  and 
educational  purposes. 

Margrete  Strand  Rangnes 
MAI  Project  Coordinator 
Public  Citizen  Global  Trade  Watch 
215  Pennsylvania  Ave,  SE 
Washington  DC,  20003  USA 
mstrand@citizen .org 
202-546  4996,  ext.  306 
202-547  7392  (fax) 

To  subscribe  to  the  MAI  Listserv  send  an  e-mail  to 
mstrand@citizen .org,  or  subscribe  directly  by  going  to  our 
website,  www.tradewatch .org  (Please  indicate  organizational 


affiliation  if  any,  and  also  where  you  found  out  about  this 
listserv) 

Search  the  MAI-NOT  & MAI-INTL  archives  at 
http : //lists. essential. org/ 
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"RE : First  Nation  Bands  and  Corporate  Cooperation"  

Date:  Thu,  13  May  1999  15:30:16  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Band  council/corporate  cooperation  in  forestry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FIRST  NATION  BANDS  TO  WORK  WITH  LOUISIANA-PACIFIC 
Canadian  Press,  May  5,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

FORT  ST.  30HN,  B.C.  (CP)  --  Local  aboriginal  bands  say  they  will  work 
hand-in-hand  with  Louisiana-Pacific  to  manage  the  four  new  forestry 
licences  acquired  by  the  company.  An  agreement  between  the  company  and  the 
bands  will  promote  First  Nations  participation  in  environmentally 
sustainable  forestry  practices  that  will  take  into  account  treaty  and 
aboriginal  rights,  the  Treaty  8 Tribal  Association  said  in  a news  release. 

"This  20  year  agreement  proves  once  and  for  all  that  forestry  companies 
and  First  Nations  can  work  together  to  maintain  multiple  uses  of  our  forest 
resources,"  said  Saulteau  First  Nations  Chief  Stewart  Cameron.  "Not  only 
does  the  L-P  agreement  provide  over  500  new  employment  opportunities  for 
all  the  residents  in  the  Peace,  but  for  the  first  time  it  gives  a 
meaningful  opportunity  for  First  Nations  to  give  their  input  at  every  stage 
in  forest  management  and  development  planning." 

Many  bands  are  concerned  about  forestry  companies  drawing  up  five-year 
plans  without  consulting  with  bands.  The  agreement  with  Louisiana-Pacific 
and  Treaty  8 bands  intends  to  involve  aboriginal  communities  from  the 
start . 

Liza  Wolf,  chief  of  the  Dene  Tsaa  Tse  at  Prophet  River,  said  she  hopes 
other  forestry  companies  will  follow  Louisiana-Pacific's  example.  "We  have 
skills  and  valuable  traditional  knowledge  to  contribute." 

The  Doig  River  First  Nation  is  also  involved  in  the  agreement. 

(Alaska  Highway  News) 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 


Date:  Wed,  12  May  1999  23:00:15  EDT 


From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 


Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

This  article  appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  Navajo-Hopi  Observer  on 
May  5,  1999.  The  Navajo-Hopi  Observer  is  a weekly  paper. 

Posted  by, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

Navajo  -Hopi  Observer 

Wednesday,  May  5,  1999 

"Religious  Intolerance  in  the  U.S." 

NEW  YORK,  (New  York)-Peggy  Francis  Scott,  Leonard  Bennally  and  Kee 
Watchman  were  among  those  who  presented  oral  statements  on  indigenous  people 
and  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States  before  delegates  of  the  55th 
Session  of  the  United  Nations  Commission  on  Human  Rights  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland  last  month. 

Abdelfattah  Amor,  a UN  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  who 
visited  Black  Mesa  in  February  of  1998,  presented  the  commission  with  a 
report  linking  human  rights  violations  and  religious  intolerance  in  the 
United  States,  China,  Pakistan,  Iran,  Greece,  Sudan,  Australia  and  Germany. 

During  this  visit  to  Arizona,  Amor  investigated  charges  of  religious  and 
human  rights  violations  by  the  United  States  government  against  the  Dine' 
people  in  Black  Mesa,  located  in  northeastern  Arizona.  The  special 
rapporteur  is  an  independent  expert  who  reports  only  to  the  Commission 
and  the  UN  General  Assembly. 

The  complaint,  filed  by  several  traditional  Dine'  people  to  the  UN  Human 
Rights  Commission,  accused  the  United  States  of  destroying  4,000  ancient 
Anasazi  ruins  and  sacred  burial  sites.  Additionally,  the  complaint  charged 
that  U.S.  federal  laws  have  denied  the  people  access  to  water,  legalized 
the  confiscation  of  their  livestock,  prevented  the  gathering  of  firewood  to 
heat  their  homes,  and  prohibited  any  housing  improvements. 

During  his  visit  to  Black  Mesa,  Amor  took  testimony  from  residents. 

Several  NGO  (non-governmental  organization)  representatives  were  invited  by 
the  traditional  Dine'  to  witness  Amor's  visit.  In  his  report.  Amor  observed 
that  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  jurisprudence  points  to  "no  enforceable 
safeguards  for  worship  at  sacred  sites." 

Peggy  Francis  Scott  gave  oral  testimony  before  the  commission  on  April  13: 

"Dine'  sacred  sites  intermingle  with  our  homes,  livestock,  and  farms. 

Today,  more  than  12,000  Dine'  have  been  relocated  from  their  homes,  plucked 
away  from  their  livelihood  and  their  sacred  ritual  and  burial  sites.  Our 
religion  binds  us  inseparably  to  our  land,  which  we  believe  is  saved.  Coal 
mining  violates  the  integrity  of  our  land  and  therefore  tears  apart  every 
fabric  of  our  religious  identity. 

The  Navajo  relocation  program  instituted  by  the  U.S.  government  deprives 
our  people  of  ancestral  lands  and  their  inherent  property  rights.  It  also 
severs  our  sacred  tie  to  our  land  and  denies  us  the  venue  to  practice  our 
religious  ceremonies. 

The  unsustainable  environmental  practices  of  runaway  mutli-national  mining 
corporations  inflict  environmental  racism  upon  us.  Current  U.S.  governmental 
laws  such  as  the  Native  American  Grave  Protect  and  Repatriation  Act  and 
the  Antiquities  Act  remain  to  be  enforced. 

The  U.S.  government  must  recognize  that  no  territorial  settlement  should 
ever  deprive  Indigenous  Peoples  of  their  right  to  remain  on  their 
traditional  land  or  to  practice  their  religion  thereupon.  Our  land  is 
sacred  and  we  do  not  believe  it  should  be  expropriated  form  us.  The  U.S. 
government  cannot  and  must  not  subordinate  our  survival  as  a people  to 
economic  interests  whose  dividends  we  do  not  partake  from.  The  tribal 
councils  operate  on  behalf  of  these  economic  interests  more  than  in  support 
of  Indigenous  Peoples'  interests." 

Leonard  Bennally  gave  oral  testimony  on  April  19. 

"In  1996,  he  said,  "the  U.S.  Congress  passed  a law  requiring  our  final 


eviction  (from  the  Hopi  Partition  Land)  by  February  1,  2000.  Some  of  our 
people  were  offered  leases  that  allowed  us  to  remain  as  tenants  upon  our 
own  ancestral  land  with  no  civil  rights  and  without  a means  of  survival. 
Those  who  refused  to  sign,  and  the  thousands  of  us  that  the  government  does 
not  count , face  forced  eviction  in  the  next  10  months. 

...Resistance  to  impoundments  is  met  severely.  The  current  campaign  is 
for  the  permanent  elimination  of  our  herds  and  the  ultimate  removal  of  our 
people .... 

It  is  time  the  United  States  focused  attention  on  its  own  marginalized 
peoples  living  in  conditions  not  unlike  many  Third  World  countries.  For 
over  three  decades,  the  U.S.  has  forbidden  us  to  make  any  repairs  on  our 
homes,  even  to  repair  broken  windows.  Water  sources  are  fenced,  capped  off 
and  dismantled.  Firewood  is  confiscated  in  winter  and  law  enforcement 
officials  harass  and  threaten  us  with  eviction  and  jail  sentences,  there 
are  many  of  us  who  are  targeted  for  attacks  who  are  over  the  age  of  65, 
some  are  even  90. 

We  live  in  terror,  not  knowing  our  fate  the  next  morning. 

Over  the  past  25  years,  some  14,000  Dine'  were  forcibly  relocated  in  what 
the  former  director  of  the  Navajo  Flopi  Indian  Relocation  Commission,  Leon 
Berger  called  'a  tragedy  of  genocide  and  injustice  that  will  be  a blot  on 
the  conscience  of  this  country  for  many  generations.'  The  current  and  sole 
site  identified  for  our  relocation  is  the  New  Lands,  an  area  near  Chambers. 

This  land  is  contaminated  by  radioactive  waste,  the  largest  spill  in  U.S. 
history. 

The  thousands  moved  into  cities,  for  which  Dine'  lack  survival  skills,  are 
thrust  into  a circle  of  homelessness,  illegal  drug  use,  alcoholism  and 
suicide. " 

In  his  written  report.  Amor  concluded  that  legal  protections  for  the 
practice  of  religion  by  Native  Americans  in  this  country  were  insufficient. 

"As  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  while  noting  advances  in  recent  years 
in  the  instruments  emerging  from  the  legislature  and  the  executive  which  are 
designed  to  protect  Native  Americans'  religion .. .the  special  rapporteur 
identified  weaknesses  and  gaps  which  diminish  the  effectiveness  and  hinder 
the  application  of  these  legal  standards." 

"Because  of  economic  and  religious  conflicts  affecting  in  particular 
sacred  sites,  the  special  rapporteur  wishes  to  point  out  that  the  freedom  of 
belief,  in  this  case  that  of  the  Native  Americans,  is  a fundamental  matter 
and  requires  still  greater  protection." 

Fie  further  recommended  Native  Americans'  cultural  values  be  taken  into 
account  when  laws  were  written.  "In  the  legal  sphere  Native  Americans' 
system  of  values  and  traditions  should  be  fully  recognized,  particularly 
as  regards  the  concept  of  collective  property  rights,  inalienability  of 
sacred  sites  and  secrecy  with  regard  to  their  location. 

And  about  Black  Mesa  in  particular,  the  special  rapporteur  "calls  for\ 
the  observance  of  international  law  on  freedom  of  religion  and  its 
manifestations . " 

Kee  Watchman  gave  this  statement  before  the  Commission  on  Fluman  Rights: 

"I  am  the  spokesperson  for  the  traditional  Dine'  (Navajo)  of  Cactus 
Valley/Red  Willow  Springs  Sovereign  communities  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 

"I  am  also  a plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Denny  Manybeads  v.  The  United  States 
of  American,  et  al.,  pending  in  the  U.S.  court  since  1988,  which  concerns 
our  forced  relocation  under  a law  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  without  our 
consent,  resulting  in  violations  of  our  traditional  Dine'  Indigenous 
religion . 

We  presented  testimony  about  these  violations  to  Mr.  Amor  when  he  visited 
our  community.  The  special  rapporteur  verified  in  his  report  that  United 
States  law  and  its  court  system  including  the  Supreme  Court  remains  blind  to 
our  international  human  right  to  practice  our  religion.  It  gives  more 
importance  to  the  economic  interests  of  big  business  than  to  the  religious 
freedom  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

"Today,  the  coal  mining  at  Black  Mesa  continues  to  desecrate  our  sacred 
places,  including  burial  sites.  We  are  experiencing  impoundments  of  our 
livestock  animals,  which  are  sacred  to  us  and  the  basis  for  our  survival 


and  subsistence.  People  are  being  arrested  for  trying  to  prevent  the 
harassment  of  our  elders  who  only  want  to  continue  their  sacred  way  of  life. 

"The  dine'  demand  our  right  to  practice  our  traditional  religion  as  we 
have  since  time  immemorial,  as  we  were  instructed  by  the  Creator,  and  to 
protect  our  sacred  places  from  desecration." 

Amor's  report  on  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States  can  be  found 
on  the  United  Nations  website  at  www.un.org.  The  document  number  is 
E/CN. 4/1999/58/Add. 1. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Hopi  Medicine  Man"  

From:  "April  Mondragon-Abbott"  <ldragon@laplaza .org> 

Date:  Thu,  13  May  1999  10:44:00  +0000 
Subj : Hopi  Medicine  Man  : Frederick  Koruh 

I am  God  Daughter  to  Hopi  Medicine  Man,  DAWA-HONG-VA  - "Standing  Sun" 
of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Spider  Clan,  Child  of  the  Sun  Clan.  I am  concerned 
with  the  health  of  our  Nations  from  a Medicine  perspective.  I see 
that  many  of  our  Children  do  not  want  to  be  called  to  the  Traditional 
Medicine  Ways  anymore. . .why  is  this?,  when  Traditional  Medicine  has 
everything  to  do  with  healing  what  is  out  of  balance  first  with 
ourselves,  so  that  we  can  become  Strong  to  return  to  living  in 
Balance  with  All  that  is  Great  Mystery  and  Great  Mystery's  Creations. 

I see  that  even  within  the  Nations  there  are  unkind  words  that  feed 
separation  among  the  Ways  of  the  Medicine  by  means  of  fostering 
beliefs  that  one  in  better  than  another,  that  it  is  "witchcraft  and 
black  magic"or  the  denying  some  access  to  the  Medicine  Ways  because 
of  mixed  race,  and  off  reservation,  it  is  sometimes  worse,  by 
those  who  call  upon  the  services  of  the  Medicine  People  and  deny  them 
even  the  barest  means  of  transportation  (gas),  food  and/or  adequate 
lodging. 

I see  that  while  Oriental  Medicine,  Massage,  Chiropractic, 

Naturopathy,  Herbal,  Midwifery,  Homeopathic  have  all  over  the  years 
become  "legitimized"  by  means  of  institutionalizing  their  teachings 
and  certification  practices,  I would  like  to  be  referred  to  whom  is 
addressing  the  matter  of  our  Traditional  Medicine  Ways  as  being  no 
less  "credible  or  legitimate"  than  the  above  mentioned  or  begin  a 
dialogue  with  me  as  to  the  future  of  our  Medicine  Ways,  so  that  we 
can  preserve  and  protect  our  Medicine  Ways  and  Medicine  People  for 
the  future  generations  and  whom  would  like  to  Counsel  with  us 
regarding  my  God  Father  and  my  newly  formed  non  profit,  for  the 
preservation  and  education  of  our  Medicine  Ways. 

So  I ask  that  the  People  of  the  Nations  please  hear  my  God 
Father's  and  Family's  prayers  and  words  and  if  they  are  moved  to 
action,  please  contact  me  with  any  help  possible. 

Here  are  the  letters: 

Dear  God  Daughter  April, 

It  was  nice  of  you  to  come  see  me  last  week  (Sandoval  County 
Detention  Center)  and  most  generous  of  your  to  accept  my  phone  calls 
(they  will  only  let  him  call  collect,  and  will  not  let  us  send  him 
calling  cards),  and  a Blessing  to  have  a God  Daughter  like  you,  that 
is  so  concerned  of  me  and  my  present  ordeal,  and  still  taking  good 


care  of  the  People.  I am  proud  you  have  learned  well. 

I thank  you  with  all  my  heart,  for  what  you  are  doing  for  me,  and  I 
know  what  you  are  doing  is  from  your  Heart,  so  you  are  not  hindering 
me,  nor  my  family. 

I strongly  feel  this  is  the  best  and  the  only  remedy  I have  left  as  a 
legal  whip.  I am  not  seeking  revenge,  but  only  to  cleanse,  because 
there  are  actual  cases  and  aspects  of  my  cases  that  never  made  it  to 
the  Federal  level. 

I know  that  my  Brother  is  aware,  but  I feel,  every  day,  every  hour, 
every  minute  is  important  in  a legal  and  Anglo  Way.  My  Brother  has  me 
at  heart  in  a Spiritual  Way,  and  I am  grateful  that  he  is  praying 
through  the  Kachina  Spirits  and  all  the  other  Spirits  that  most  don't 
pray  to. 

Let  us  not  have  our  prayers  be  wasted  energy.  So  please.  Daughter, 
continue  to  seek  the  right  Attorney  that  will  take  this  case  pro-bono, 
because  the  Appeal  Attorney's  job  is  to  look  through  the  trial  to  see 
if  he  could  find  any  mistakes  or  objections  that  he  could  make  a case 
from.... and  a Civil  rights  Attorney  will  investigate  on  how  the 
officer  investigated  me  and  the  whole  nine  yards ....  combined  together, 
with  both  attorneys...  I have  a greater  chance  of  proving  my  Innocence 
and  proving  that  this  was  not  about  the  molestation,  but  about  my  Hopi 
Medicine  Practice,  prejudice  and  discrimination. 

My  wife  Corrine  has  all  the  proof  of  where,  when,  how  and  the 
witnesses  that  can  be  talked  to. 

My  God  Daughter,  April,  I am  very  grateful  and  appreciate  you 
getting  my  voice  out  to  those  that  will  hear.  Although  these  times  are 
trying  for  myself  and  family,  these  matters  also  affect  the  health  and 
well  being  of  the  Hopi  People,  the  Medicine  People  of  all  Nations  and 
the  People  and  all  our  Children  should  they  go  unchecked. 

My  Prayers  and  Blessings  to  you  All, 

Frederick  Koruh,  Sr. 

Please  forward  my  letter  to  whomever  you  feel  is  appropriate,  thank 
you . 

Dear  God  Daughter,  April 

I appreciate  you  getting  my  Voice  out  to  those  that  will  hear. 

Although  these  are  trying  times  for  myself  and  my  Family,  these 

matters  also  affect  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  Hopi  People,  the 
Medicine  People  of  all  Nations,  the  People  of  all  Nations  and  all  of 
our  Children  should  they  go  unchecked. 

I am  DAWA-HONG-VA  - "Standing  Sun"  of  the  Hopi  tribe.  I am  Spider 
Clan,  and  Child  of  the  Sun  Clan.  I am  a Hopi  Medicine  Man.  How  we  come 
into  the  Medicine  Practice  we  do  not  talk  about,  it  is  simply  a Gift. 

Presently  I am  seeking  legal  help  from  a brother  or  sister  that 
knows  Legal  Medicine. 

As  with  my  God  Daughter's  April  and  Sandra,  and  my  two  God  Son's 
Harlan  and  Clay,  I have  also  helped  People  from  All  over  the  World.  I 

have  consistently  given  my  time  and  energy  to  Healing  People  from  all 

walks  of  Life,  going  to  wherever  I am  needed  to  go.  Unfortunately,  I 
am  not  in  Federal  Prison  under  false  accusations  of  molestation  to  my 
wife's  niece,  and  witchcraft.  How  did  this  come  about?  There  is  some 
history  to  this,  and  I know  all  the  things  that  have  transpired. 

I am  married  to  a Zuni  Tribal  Woman.  My  wife's  brother-in-law,  works 
for  the  Social  Services  Department  and  his  wife  works  for  the 
Children's  Court.  Our  differences  began  in  the  year  of  1992,  a couple 
of  years  after  my  family  moved  from  Albuquerque  (to  Zuni).  As  a 
Medicine  People,  we  have  an  ability  to  know  the  darkest  secrets  and 
illnesses  of  People,  and  often  know  to  much. 

Several  years  back,  there  was  no  date,  year,  time,  place,  I was 
accused  of  molesting  my  wife's  nieces.  My  wife  spoke  with  my  nieces 
and  her  Sister,  and  my  wife's  Sister  denied  that  it  was  me,  but  rather 
that  it  was  another  Uncle,  who  already  had  at  that  time  a history  of 
other  charges  for  the  offense  of  molestation. 

The  differences  between  myself  and  my  wife's  brother-in-law,  began 


when  his  parents  were  still  living.  His  parents  when  they  were  living, 
talked  Highly  of  me,  and  they  asked  if  I wanted  to  farm  some  of  their 
Land,  which  I did,  and  I grew  alot  of  Corn  and  other  Vegetables.  In 
return  for  the  use  of  the  Land,  I gave  and  shared  alot  of  Corn,  Corn 
is  our  Way  of  Life.  After  they  passed  on  (deceased),  I noticed  alot  of 
jealousy  from  my  wife's  brother-in-law.  Then  in  1992,  the 
brother-in-law's  Sister,  came  to  seek  help  for  her  daughter  that  she 
had  not  seen  for  some  years.  We  prayed  for  the  daughter  with  all  our 
strength,  that  she  would  call  home  or  come  home.  With  good  results, 
she  called  and  wanted  to  come  home.  That  is  when  I got  the  heat. 

The  daughter  came  home  with  her  Children,  that  are  part  Spanish... in 
Zuni  Myth,  if  you  adopt  or  have  children  from  any  other  than  Zuni,  it 
is  bad,  (and  believed)  that  your  own  family  will  die  off.  So  my  wife's 
brother-in-law  came  to  me  when  I was  at  the  Village  Post  Office  and 
said  his  sister  was  "old  sheep  that  can't  have  her  own  children  and 
was  adopting  children  that  aren't  Zuni,  and  this  is  why  (their)  family 
is  dyeing  off"  and  that  I shouldn't  have  helped  his  Sister.  But  I knew 
that  it  is  to  do  with  Alcoholism,  that  the  family  has  lost  some  of  the 
family  members.  The  brother-in-laws  father,  was  intoxicated  when  he 
got  into  an  accident  and  killed  2 grandsons  and  a horse,  and  the 
brother-in-law's  other  sister  came  to  me  for  help  and  was  angry  with 
her  brother  because  he  works  for  Social  Services  and  did  not  do 
anything  for  the  lose  of  her  son.  My  wife's  brother  -in-law  hates  me 
for  this,  I did  not  do  anything.  People  come  to  relieve  themselves  by 
telling  the  truth. 

All  was  calm  for  6+  years,  until  Corrine  (my  wife)  and  I bought  land 
in  the  Lasiloo  Subdivision  and  started  to  build  a foundation  for  our 
home.  Then  in  Feb  of  1998,  I saw  Harry  Gasper,  an  investigator  for  the 
Zuni  tribe,  make  a Cocaine  deal.  I was  with  Calvin  and  Shawn  Bobelu. 
Since  then,  Harry  Gasper,  has  been  asking  who  sold  us  the  land,  and 
that  we  were  on  the  right  of  way... soon  after  there  was  desecration  to 
my  Sacred  Purification  Bath  Site  at  Zuni,  then  allegations  that  I am  a 
dope  dealer  and  once  again  the  molestation  charge,  stalking.  Black 
Magic  and  witchcraft.  Officer  Harry  Gasper,  did  not  want  his  bosses  to 
know  of  his  cocaine  deal,  and  went  straight  to  the  F.B.I.,  so  I was 
never  called  into  the  Zuni  Tribal  Courts. 

If  I was  doing  something  so  bad,  why  was  I not  taken  to  the  Zuni 
Tribal  Courts? 

I was  taken  to  the  Federal  Courts  in  Albuquerque.  I asked  for  a jury 
trial,  to  have  the  truth  come  out,  but  it  did  not  happen  that  way. 

I had  five  counts  against  me,  the  government  dropped  one  for  some  odd 
reason,  two  other  counts  were  acquitted,  and  two  convicted.  The  ludge 
Mr.  Conway  didn't  think  I was  a threat  to  society  and  let  me  go  for  68 
days  before  sentencing. 

During  this  time  my  wife's  brother-in-law  and  Harry  Gasper  were  very 
upset  that  the  judge  didn't  imprison  me  and  started  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  make  me  look  bad.  My  wife's  brother-in-law  went  to 
the  Tribal  Counsel  to  try  and  remove  me  from  Zuni  Village,  but  the 
Tribal  Counsel  did  not  want  to  take  any  action,  so  the  brother-in-law 
raised  hell  at  the  Tribal  Hall,  then  went  to  the  Zuni  Medicine 
Society,  but  they  know  how  the  brother-in-law  can  play  dirty,  and  the 
Zuni  Medicine  Men  did  not  want  to  help  him  except  for  one  Medicine 
Man  who  he  paid  much  money  to  him  to  buy  his  words  to  say  that  I was 
using  my  Medicine  work  in  a direct  way  on  them. 

These  kinds  of  things  are  what  we  are  up  against.  While  Harry 
Gasper  along  with  Prudencia  Quam  are  out  of  the  jurisdiction  on  the 
Hopi  Land,  they  went  to  the  Hopi  Police  Department  and  asked  the  Chief 
of  Police,  and  the  investigator,  if  I was  a Hopi  Medicine  Man,  then 
went  as  far  as  going  from  Village  to  Village,  house  to  house,  asking 
if  I am  a Medicine  Man. 

My  ex-wife  Ruby's  family  and  my  wife's  brother-in-laws  family  wrote 
with  no  proof,  about  themselves  in  such  ways,  to  convince  the  Federal 
ludge  that  I was  an  evil  person,  which  I am  not. 

I love  People,  and  will  continue  to  help  People,  but  first  I have  to 
go  through  another  rebirth  again.  In  the  mean  time  I feel  I was 


misrepresented,  I did  not  understand  why  things  were  not  objected  to 
or  cross  examined,  and  why  the  jury  was  not  of  my  peers,  but  solely  of 
hispanic  and  anglos,  why  my  pretrial  officer  Regina  Begage  was  not 
there... why  was  I and  all  my  witnesses  called  " racists  and  liars"  by 
the  prosecuting  attorney,  Samuel  Winder  and  this  not  objected  to. 

I did  not  see  any  truth  in  that  court  room,  I only  saw  those  who 
cried  the  loudest,  lied  the  best  and  those  who  were  the  most 
convincing,  without  proof  of  the  accusations. 

I know  at  Heart  that  I did  not  do  what  they  are  accusing  me  of,  my 
family  also  knows  that  these  accusations  are  not  true  and  stand  behind 
me  100%.  I was  so  happy  that  they  gave  so  much  care  to  come  up  with 
$7,500  for  my  appeal,  but  there  are  extra  costs,  and  my  wife  Corrine 
has  to  make  payments  on  another  $2,500  dollars. 

I have  been  incarcerated  since  March  31st,  1999.  My  herbs  were  taken 
from  me  and  I was  hospitalized  for  double  pneumonia.  I am  at  present 
doing  much  better.  I have  little  knowledge  of  my  Civil  Rights 
Violations . 

Due  to  financial  drain  on  my  family  and  friends,  I ask  you  for  any 
support  you  can  offer  in  the  way  of: 

1.  Helping  me  find  the  best  attorney  possible,  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  knows  Civil  Rights/Indian  Law,  who  would  possibly  be  willing  to 
handle  my  case  pro-bono. 

2.  Any  donations  for  attorney  fees,  and  support  for  my  wife  and  four 
children  as  Corrine  is  the  sole  provider  now. 

3.  Any  donations  for  travel  expenses  so  that  my  family  can  visit  me. 
Prayers  and  Blessings  to  you  All, 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  Frederick  Koruh,  Sr. 

5/13/99  As  per  my  conversation  with  Fred,  last  night,  the  Social 
Services  office  is  now  under  investigation. 


April  Mondragon-Abbott  505-751-1962 
Finest  Salves  for  the  Soul 

"RE : San  Carlos  Tribe  Files  Lawsuit"  - 

Date:  Wed,  12  May  1999  16:10:22  GMT 
From:  Randy  Ww  <lotanna@my-dejanews.com> 

Subj : San  Carlos  tribe  files  lawsuit  to  save  lake 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  § http://www.azcentral.com/news/0512sancarlos.shtml 
By  Barry  Burkhart 
The  Arizona  Republic 
May  12,  1999 

SAN  CARLOS  - Most  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Council  was  having  a 
picnic  Tuesday  at  a ramada  overlooking  what's  left  of  San  Carlos  Lake. 

It  was  a funeral  for  perhaps  the  best  bass  and  crappie  fishing  lake  in 
Arizona,  now  at  only  5 to  6 percent  of  capacity  because  of  drought.  The  lake 
also  is  home  to  the  bald  eagle,  the  peregrine  falcon  and  the  razorback 
sucker,  a native  fish. 

But  even  as  it  dries  up,  the  remaining  water  is  being  released  downstream 
to  users  as  part  of  a historic  water-rights  agreement.  Fulfilling  the 
agreement  would  kill  the  lake  and  trigger  an  environmental  nightmare  of  dead 
fish,  the  tribe  says. 

Last  Friday,  the  tribe  filed  suit  in  federal  court  in  Tucson  and  requested 
an  injunction  against  the  United  States  and  two  Indian  tribes  downstream  who 
own  water  rights  from  the  lake. 

The  injunction  asks  that  the  dam  gates  be  closed  and  seeks  $1.5  million  to 
$2.5  million  to  purchase  Central  Arizona  Project  water  for  users  downstream 
from  San  Carlos,  according  to  Velasquez  Sneezy  Sr.,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Tribal  Council. 

The  suit  is  a first  step  to  reverse  a naturally  occurring  disaster  that 
affects  the  reservation's  economy  and  quality  of  life.  The  goal  is  to  avoid 


releasing  water  to  downstream  users  to  keep  up  the  health  of  the  lake,  which 
also  went  dry  in  1976. 

"But  the  action  now  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  lake's  low  level 
now,"  said  Paul  Nosie,  reservation  director  of  wildlife. 

"Litigation  will  take  too  long.  This  lake  is  going  to  dry  up  by  the  end 
of  Dune.  If  the  weather  gets  really  hot,  it  will  happen  before  that." 

Currently,  discharge  from  San  Carlos  is  228  to  250  cubic  feet  a second  to 
provide  water  for  downstream  users.  Intake  from  both  the  Gila  and  San  Carlos 
rivers  totals  29  cfs. 

As  the  sinking  water  level  begins  to  stress  fish,  the  lake  will  become  a 
stinking  mess.  Based  on  a survey  of  fish  lost  in  1976-77,  this  dry-up  will 
claim  more  than  4 million  pounds  of  fish. 

Decaying  fish  could  create  a health  problem  downstream  after  they  pass 
through  the  dam's  generating  turbines,  Sneezy  said. 

"Bacteria  from  the  dead  fish  could  include  salmonella  and  hepatitis 
germs,"  he  said. 

Nosie  said  it  would  take  four  to  five  years  to  re-establish  the  good 
fishing  at  San  Carlos,  and  that's  if  water  were  plentiful. 

"The  water  quality  is  good  right  now,"  he  said.  "Heat  will  take  that  away 
(by  causing  stress  in  fish  and  also  by  robbing  the  water  of  oxygen).  The 
depth  of  the  water  at  the  dam  is  only  34  feet.  Usually,  it's  more  than 
three  times  that  much." 

Nosie  said  that  in  1996,  just  as  drought  began,  the  tribe  sold  869,000 
fishing  permits.  In  1997,  as  the  lake  dropped  drastically,  sales  decreased 
to  561,000  permits.  Last  year,  it  fell  to  378,568.  During  the  first  four 
months  this  year,  sales  stand  at  902. 

Sneezy  said  the  lack  of  anglers  at  San  Carlos  causes  workers  to  be  laid 
off,  lower  revenue  at  the  casino  and  lower  sales  on  the  lake. 

He  said  the  issue  also  goes  beyond  economics. 

"It's  also  a sacred  burial  area  (throughout  the  lake  area),  and  the  eagle 
is  very  sacred  to  us,"  he  said.  "Federal  and  state  officials  don't  have 
interest  in  recognizing  the  authority  of  the  tribe.  We  hope  this  suit  will 
cause  everyone  to  sit  down  and  compromise.  We  need  our  share  of  the  water." 
+++ 

Barry  Burkhart  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-8454  or  at  barry.burkhart@pni.com. 
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>From  Victor's  pechanganet 
Amoco,  Southern  Utes  unite 
By  Electa  Draper 
Denver  Post  Staff  Writer 

May  14  - Amoco  Production  Co.  and  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe  announced 
Thursday  a final  agreement  to  partner  up,  with  the  company  continuing  to 
produce  natural  gas  from  tribal  coal  beds  but  giving  32  percent  of 
revenues  to  the  tribe. 

The  partnership  agreement,  retroactive  to  Dan.  1,  was  first  struck 
tentatively  and  secretly,  under  federal  District  Court  seal,  in  late 
Danuary.  The  settlement  largely  resolves  the  tribe's  eight  year  lawsuit 
against  Amoco  and  other  gas  companies.  The  tribe  claimed  full  ownership 
of  the  billion-dollar  energy  resource.  The  agreement,  still  pending 
court  approval,  allows  Amoco  and  other  gas  operators  to  retain  all  the 
production  revenue  they  earned  on  coal-bed  methane  for  more  than  a 
decade,  up  to  and  including  1998. 

The  tribe's  32  percent  interest  will  fall  off  La  Plata  County's  property 
tax  rolls  because  the  tribe  is  a sovereign  nation  and  tax  exempt. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  heard  arguments  from  Amoco  and  the  tribe  April  19 
to  determine  who  actually  owns  natural  gas  extracted  from  tribal  coal 
deposits  underlying  200,000  acres  of  land  owned  privately  in  southern  La 


Plata  County.  These  land  and  mineral  owners  had  leased  gas  rights  to 
Amoco  and  20  other  companies,  and  in  turn  received  a percentage  of  the 
revenues  as  a royalty. 

The  Southern  Ute  Tribe  also  has  offered  the  roughly  3,000  royalty  owners 
involved  in  the  case  a 50-50  split  of  disputed  royalties.  Tribal 
attorney  Thomas  Shipps  said  Thursday  that  the  tribe  anticipates  about 
200  royalty  owners  will  accept  the  settlement  by  the  deadline,  Monday, 
and  that  many  of  those  settling  are  large  institutional  investors  with  a 
disproportionate  share  of  the  millions  of  dollars  at  stake. 

In  spite  of  the  tribe's  settlement  with  Amoco,  the  other  gas  companies 
and  some  royalty  owners,  the  Supreme  Court  will  still  rule  on  ownership 
of  coal-bed  methane.  The  decision  will  affect  the  status  of  royalty 
owners  who  didn't  settle  as  well  as  tribal  severance  taxes.  It  will  also 
determine  whether  coal-bed  methane  is  an  integral  part  of  coal 
formations  or  simply  natural  gas.  The  ruling  will  affect  millions  of 
acres  in  Western  states  where  gas  is  extracted  by  private  companies  from 
federally  owned  coal  beds. 

A high-court  decision  is  expected  in  late  Dune,  BP  Amoco  spokesman 
Andrew  Van  Chau  said  Thursday. 

Copyright  1999  The  Denver  Post.  All  rights  reserved, 
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BIA  trust  cleanup  is  promised 
By  DIM  MYERS 
World  Washington  Bureau 
5/15/99 

The  head  of  the  federal  Indian  affairs  agency  says  the  days  when  critics 
could  take  a free  shot  at  his  agency  are  over. 

WASHINGTON  --  Key  Clinton  administration  officials  vowed  Friday  to  correct 
the  historic  chaos  surrounding  Indian  trust  accounts  that  are  worth  billions 
before  they  leave  office,  and  they  lashed  out  at  critics  of  a new  system  that 
is  scheduled  to  be  put  in  place  over  the  next  year. 

They  also  accused  their  critics,  even  though  some  of  them  are  Indian 
themselves,  of  picking  up  where  those  who  designed  anti-  tribes  programs  in 
the  last  century  left  off. 

U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  termed  as  "deep  condescension"  the 
tendency  by  some  to  blame  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  push  it  out  of 
the  way. 

Kevin  Gover,  Babbitt's  assistant  secretary  and  head  of  the  BIA,  made  it 
clear  that  the  days  when  critics  could  take  a free  shot  at  his  agency  are 
over . 

Gover  is  a member  of  the  Pawnee  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

More  than  90  percent  of  BIA  employees  are  Indian,  he  said,  and  those  who 
say  the  trust  fund  account  issue  is  too  big  for  the  agency  to  fix  must  keep 
that  in  mind. 

"This  in  no  way  reflects  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  today,"  Gover  said 
in  remarks  recorded  for  BIA  employees  across  the  nation  to  hear,  "but  there 
are  still  those  who  promote  the  concept,  for  their  own  selfish  reasons,  that 
the  BIA  today  is  still  in  business  of  persecuting  Indians. 

"Even  more  dangerous  are  the  jaded  and  callous  attempts  by  some  to 
continue  to  portray  us  as  the  continuation  of  the  shameful  legacy  of  the 
past . 

"I  find  it  offensive  and  sickening  that  hard-working  American  Indian 
people  of  this  bureau  are  being  cast  in  this  light." 

Gover  said  the  tactics  used  by  critics  of  the  BIA  are  no  less  offensive 


than  the  "ethnocentric  statement  of  the  non-Indian  attackers  in  the  past." 

Problems  with  trust  accounts,  he  said,  are  rooted  in  the  way  the  system 
was  first  set  up  in  1887. 

Babbitt  agreed,  adding  he  believes  that  the  system  was  set  up  that  way  to 
open  Indian  assets  to  non-Indians. 

Gover  said:  "We  did  not  break  this  system,  but  we  are  going  to  fix  it." 
While  expressing  confidence  that  his  agency  can  correct  the  problems. 
Babbitt  also  stressed  that  Indians  with  trust  accounts  must  not  count  on 
large  reimbursements. 

"There  is  not  a windfall  out  there,"  he  said. 

Gover  once  again  said  he  would  resign  if  the  Clinton  administration  ever 
refused  to  give  him  the  necessary  tools  to  clean  up  the  problem. 

Critics  of  the  federal  government  kept  up  their  attack  and  once  again 
accused  it  of  a "campaign  of  misinformation,"  specifically  on  whether  it 
will  be  taxpayer  funds  that  will  be  used  to  reimburse  Indians  with 
mismanaged  trust  accounts. 

Dim  McCarthy,  a spokesman  for  the  legal  team  that  is  suing  over  the  BIA's 
handling  of  the  accounts,  said  any  money  given  to  Indians  will  be  money  that 
their  assets  earned. 

Account  records,  he  said,  are  in  such  bad  condition,  with  some  of  them 
found  in  barns  and  even  wells,  that  there  is  no  way  the  new  system  can 
succeed . 

He  predicted  that  the  trial  judge  will  throw  out  the  new  system  and  force 
the  BIA  to  adopt  another  one. 

The  lawsuit  represents  500,000  Indians,  and  McCarthy  said  many  of  them 
are  living  in  poverty. 
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Ex-Choctaw  chief  wants  case  reversed 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

5/15/99 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (AP)  --  The  former  chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  wants  an 
appeals  court  to  throw  out  his  conviction  on  sexual  abuse  charges  because 
he  says  the  tribal  headquarters  in  Durant  isn't  Indian  property. 

Hollis  Roberts  was  convicted  in  1997  on  three  counts  of  sexually  attacking 
female  employees  while  he  was  chief.  He  was  sentenced  to  11  years  and  three 
months  in  prison.  The  attacks  on  two  women  occurred  at  the  tribal  offices. 

Roberts  says  he  should  have  been  tried  in  state  court  instead  of  federal 
court . 

His  attorneys  argued  the  case  Thursday  before  a panel  of  the  10th  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Denver. 

The  headquarters  is  on  land  the  Durant  Chamber  of  Commerce  deeded  the 
federal  government  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  tribe. 

"This  trust  property  is  the  functional  equivalent  of  a reservation," 
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Sheldon  Sperling  argued. 
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For  Native  Americans,  a louder  voice 
By  Gregory  Wright 
c.  Gannett  News  Service 
5/14/99 

WASHINGTON  - Medical  care  is  so  bad  on  his  reservation,  Montana  Blackfoot 
George  Horse  Capture  Dr.  says,  that  a friend  had  to  wait  three  years  to 
find  out  his  constant  stomach  pains  were  caused  by  cancer.  By  the  time  his 
friend  went  to  a doctor  outside  the  reservation  for  the  diagnosis,  the 
cancer  was  terminal.  Horse  Capture  says. 

Horse  Capture  and  more  than  400  other  Native  Americans  traveled  from 
around  the  nation  to  the  west  steps  of  the  Capitol  this  week  to  protest 
what  they  say  is  continued  poor  federal  spending  on  medical  care, 
education  and  law  enforcement  on  tribal  lands.  Native  Americans  are  also 
angered  that  legislation  has  popped  up  in  Congress  that  could  erode  the 
ability  of  tribes  to  govern  their  own  reservations  and  make  money  through 
ventures  such  as  gambling. 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  the  only  Native  American  serving 
in  Congress,  says  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  rally  shows 
that  once-marginalized  Indians  are  now  flexing  political  muscle.  Gambling 
and  other  economic  activities  on  Indian  lands  have  also  given  some  tribes 
the  money  to  get  involved  in  politics,  he  says. 

After  the  rally,  group  members  planned  to  pace  the  halls  of  Congress, 
urging  lawmakers  to  turn  back  legislation  that  may  harm  the  interests  of 
Native  Americans.  They  are  asking  lawmakers  to  honor  Native  American 
treaties  - many  of  which  date  back  more  than  a century  - that  promise  the 
government  will  respect  Native  American  rights. 

"The  corporate  boardrooms  and  the  law  degrees  are  the  new  way  for  us  to 
protect  ourselves,"  Campbell  said  at  the  rally. 

The  nation's  Native  Americans  make  up  less  than  1%  of  the  U.S. 
population.  But  unemployment  on  some  reservations  hovers  well  above  the 
national  average  at  almost  50%  and  social  problems  such  as  alcoholism  and 
high  infant  mortality  are  rampant. 

But  Native  Americans  are  also  becoming  more  concerned  by  legislation  in 
Congress  and  state  governments  that  may  erode  their  sovereignty  rights. 
Perry  Beaver,  principal  chief  of  the  Muscogee  Creek  Nation  near  Okmulgee, 
Okla.,  accuses  his  state  of  trying  to  get  the  power  to  administer  wills  on 
tribal  lands,  something  that  is  now  handled  by  tribal  governments. 

Oklahoma  officials  maintain  the  change  is  needed  because  tribal 
governments  have  not  been  quick  and  efficient  in  settling  wills. 

Although  federal  and  state  lawmakers  have  said  legislation  targeted  at 
Native  Americans  is  designed  to  make  positive  changes  on  reservations, 
Indian  officials  are  suspicious.  They  accuse  Congress  and  states  of  trying 
to  steal  their  rights  just  at  a time  when  Indians  are  trying  to  wield  real 
political  and  economic  power. 

According  to  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  officials: 

+ Legislation  is  included  in  the  fiscal  1999  supplemental  spending 
bill  that  will  likely  make  it  more  difficult  for  American  Indian  tribes  to 
settle  disputes  with  states  over  gambling  issues.  The  National  Gambling 
Impact  Study  Commission  next  month  is  also  scheduled  to  give  a report  to 
Congress  that  Native  American  officials  said  may  be  biased  against  gambling 
on  American  Indian  reservations,  opening  the  way  for  restrictive 
legislation,  the  group  claimed. 

+ There  have  been  calls  in  Congress  to  levy  federal  taxes  on  the 
revenue  of  tribal  governments,  which  could  hamper  the  ability  of  tribes  to 
provide  much-needed  services  to  their  members. 

+ Rep.  Ernest  Istook,  R-Okla.,  this  year  will  introduce  legislation  to 
allow  state  government  officials  to  go  on  tribal  land  to  collect  taxes  owed 
on  cigarette  and  fuel  sales  to  nontribe  members.  Indian  tribes  have  said 
this  legislation  would  violate  their  sovereignty. 

"They  are  not  looking  for  a handout." 
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Tribal  stability  tied  to  vote 
By  MICHAEL  OVERALL 
c.  Tulsa  World 
4/26/99 

Cherokee  election  is  considered  key. 

Nothing  less  than  the  "survival  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  as  we  know  it" 
depends  on  the  outcome  of  this  tribal  election,  candidates  for  chief  said 
Sunday.  During  a three-hour  debate  at  Tulsa's  Central  Library,  the 
candidates  tried  to  talk  about  other  issues  --  like  health  care,  housing, 
education  and  economic  development. 

But  every  time,  every  other  issue  eventually  came  back  around  to  the  issue 
facing  the  Cherokee  Nation:  How  to  restore  stability  to  tribal  government 
after  years  in  a constitutional  crisis. 

The  turmoil  began  in  February  1997  when  tribal  marshals  carried  out  a 
search  warrant  against  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  office,  looking  for  evidence  of 
alleged  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  claimed  the  raid  was  an  attempted  coup  d'etat,  fired  the  entire 
marshals  office  and  had  the  Tribal  Council  start  impeachment  proceedings 
against  the  tribal  Supreme  Court. 

To  stop  the  impeachment,  anti-  Byrd  members  of  the  Tribal  Council  have 
been  boycotting  council  meetings,  preventing  a quorum  and  bringing  tribal 
government  to  a virtual  standstill. 

Like  one  candidate  for  chief,  Maxie  Thompson,  put  it:  "It's  been  a 
bitter,  hate-filled  struggle  that  threatens  the  survival  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  as  we  know  it." 

And  every  other  candidate  present  at  the  forum  agreed  --  the  tribe's 
independence  won't  endure  for  long  unless  the  next  chief  restores  confidence 
in  tribal  government. 

Six  of  the  nine  chief  candidates  attended  Sunday's  forum,  sponsored  by  the 
Cherokee  Community  Organization. 

Chief  Byrd,  running  for  re-election,  skipped  the  debate,  as  did  candidates 
Meredeth  Frailey  and  Haskell  Murphy.  More  than  100  tribal  members  sat  in  the 
audience. 

"Stability  will  come  to  the  Cherokee  Nation,"  said  candidate  Dwight 
Birdwell,  "when  our  elected  officials  obey  the  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Cherokee  Nation." 

As  a justice  of  the  Cherokee  supreme  court,  Birdwell  has  been  a central 
character  in  the  tribal  crisis. 

So  has  candidate  Pat  Ragsdale,  the  former  head  of  the  tribal  marshal 
service  who  was  fired  by  Byrd. 

Many  of  the  tribe's  other  problems  --  like  a housing  shortage,  lack  of 
health-care  coverage  and  unemployment  --  could  be  alleviated,  Ragsdale  said, 
by  electing  officials  who  won't  let  tribal  funds  "simply  vanish." 

He  called  for  a tribal  "Open  Records  Act,"  similar  to  the  state  of 
Oklahoma's,  to  allow  the  public  to  scrutinize  how  tribal  funds  are  managed. 

"This  (Byrd)  administration  tries  to  work  in  secrecy,"  Ragsdale  told  the 
audience.  "But  where  is  the  money?  This  is  your  money  and  you  have  a right 
to  see  how  it  is  being  spent." 

Candidate  Chad  Smith  also  became  a major  player  in  the  tribal  crisis  when 
he  was  arrested  for  protesting  on  the  grounds  of  the  tribal  courthouse  after 
Byrd  locked  the  Supreme  Court  out  of  the  building. 

"This  is  the  time  for  us  to  gain  everything  back  or  lose  everything 
forever,"  Smith  said. 

"Everything,"  he  said,  means  "our  cultural  identity,  economic 
self-reliance  and  strong  tribal  government." 

The  tribe  must  a elect  a chief  "who  will  follow  the  law,"  Smith  said, 

"so  we  still  will  be  a tribe  in  10,  50,  100  years." 

Garland  Eagle,  currently  the  tribe's  deputy  chief  and  now  running  for  the 


top  post,  offered  himself  as  a sort  of  compromise  candidate. 

Like  the  other  challengers.  Eagle  said  he  could  restore  confidence  in 
tribal  government. 

But  like  an  incumbent.  Eagle  could  step  into  the  chief's  office  with 
minimal  disruption  of  current  policies. 

"I  could  lead  without  stopping  and  looking  back,"  he  said.  "Things  could 
just  change  hands  and  go  right  along." 

Regardless  of  who  wins  the  May  22  election,  the  tribe  has  a long  struggl 
ahead  of  it,  said  candidate  Virginia  Stroud,  a Tahlequah  artist. 

"We're  going  to  have  to  work  hard  on  healing  our  divisions,"  Stroud  said 
"It's  not  going  to  be  easy." 

"RE : Indian  Schools  Battle  Problems"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Apr  1999  08:31:50  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  04-27-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Indian  Schools  Battle  Problems 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
4/24/99 

SALEM,  Ore.  (AP)  --  Two  monuments  sit  on  a grassy  knoll  at  the  Chemawa 
Indian  School. 

One  carries  the  names  of  two  former  students  who  died  in  an  alcohol- 
related  car  crash  in  1996.  The  other,  a granite  marker,  memorializes  four 
former  students  who  died  in  the  1997  crash  of  a stolen  pickup  truck. 

Other  areas  of  the  campus  are  marred  by  the  scrawls  of  graffiti,  but  the 
monuments  are  clean.  Scattered  around  them  are  the  offerings  of  grieving 
students.  A few  votive  candles,  forlorn  in  the  Oregon  mist.  Some  grimy 
coins.  A handful  of  withering  wildflowers.  Several  purple  plastic  packages 
of  Dolly  Rancher  jellybeans. 

For  those  who  work  here,  it's  a reminder  of  what  happens  to  the  students 
the  cash-strapped  Indian  boarding  school  cannot  reach. 

"We're  on  the  front  lines  of  life  and  death  here,"  says  the  school's 
principal,  Larry  Byers,  a Cherokee.  "The  destructive  behavior  we  see 
makes  me  wonder,  if  they  go  home,  are  they  going  to  be  alive  in  five 
years?" 

Chemawa  is  the  end  of  the  line,  the  last  hope  before  jail,  reform  school 
or  life  as  a dropout  for  hundreds  of  deeply  troubled  American  Indian  teen- 
agers. And  at  nearly  120  years  old,  it's  the  oldest  continually  operated 
federal  boarding  school  in  the  United  States. 

The  boarding  school  system  of  years  past  tried  to  forcibly  assimilate 
American  Indians  into  white  culture.  Now,  Chemawa  and  the  other  seven  off- 
reservation  boarding  schools  are  primarily  dedicated  to  giving  their 
students  tools  to  cope  with  their  problems  and  a measure  of  pride  in  who 
they  are. 

"In  the  early  years,  there  was  an  attempt  to  change  students,  to  take 
the  Indian  out  of  them, " said  Superintendent  Louis  King,  an  Oklahoma 
Seminole.  "Today's  boarding  schools  are  much  more  in  tune  with  cultural 
issues  and  trying  to  protect  them." 

That  task  can  be  daunting.  About  400  students  begin  each  school  year  at 
Chemawa.  More  than  two  dozen  are  homeless.  More  than  90  percent  will  be 
required  to  get  some  form  of  alcohol  or  drug  treatment  during  their  stay. 
Some  are  as  many  as  three  years  behind  on  their  classwork. 

Only  about  200  remain  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  with  around  50 
graduating.  Some  students  return  to  school  or  enroll  in  treatment  programs 
back  home,  but  many  more  fall  through  the  cracks.  Chemawa  sent  surveys  to 
the  more  than  200  students  who  left  last  year  but  only  about  25  responded. 

Chemawa  and  other  federal  boarding  schools  got  $3,067  per  student  for 
their  educational  programs  last  year.  That's  $600  lower  than  the  lowest 


statewide  average  spending  by  public  school  systems  for  the  1996-97  school 
year.  The  national  average  per-pupil  spending  that  year  was  $5,661, 
according  to  the  National  Education  Association. 

The  school's  facilities  and  maintenance  budget  has  been  cut  every  year 
for  the  eight  years  King  has  been  Chemawa's  superintendent. 

Chemawa ' s agricultural  program,  once  the  pride  of  the  school,  now  runs 
only  through  donations  from  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Carpet  hasn't  been  replaced  in  some  dorms  and  academic  areas  since  the 
buildings  opened  in  1980  --  before  most  students  were  born. 

"When  these  cuts  build  up  year  after  year,  things  will  eventually  come 
crashing  down  on  you,"  King  said. 

"RE : Teacher  Files  Suit  in  Mexico"  

Date:  Fri,  14  May  1999  11:03:19  -0700 
From:  mexicopeace  <mexicopeace@igc .org> 

Subj : Teacher  files  suit  in  Mexico 

Press  Conference  at  Mexican  Consulate 

San  Diego  teacher  Peter  Brown  will  file  legal  suit  to  return  to  MEXICO; 
calls  on  President  Zedillo  to  renounce  deportations  in  Chiapas  and  allow 
the  return  to  Mexico  of  the  five  Californians  deported  from  Chiapas. 

Tuesday,  May  18,  1999,  11  am 

Mexican  Consulate,  1947  India  Street,  San  Diego 

On  Tuesday  morning.  May  18,  1999  San  Diego  teacher  Peter  Brown  will  file 
legal  documents  (amparo)  with  local  representatives  of  the  Mexican 
government  following  a press  briefing  in  front  of  the  Mexican  consulate 
which  is  located  at  1947  India  Street  in  downtown  San  Diego,  CA,  USA.  Mr. 
Brown's  unique  legal  case  seeks  redress  through  the  Mexican  judicial  system 
for  his  1998  detention,  sequestration,  and  permanent  expulsion  from  Mexico 
which  his  legal  team  describes  as  "arbitrary  and  unconstitutional". 

However  he  hopes  President  Zedillo  will  avoid  this  judicial  challenge  and 
use  his  trip  to  California  and  San  Diego  to  make  a gesture  for  peace  in 
Chiapas  by  welcoming  the  return  to  Mexico  of  the  five  Californians  expelled 
for  supporting  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas. 

"I  long  for  President  Zedillo  to  use  his  trip  to  California  to  allow  the 
return  of  the  five  Californians  deported  from  Mexico  for  helping  in 
Chiapas,"  commented  Brown.  "We  are  three  humanitarian  aide  workers,  one 
Catholic  priest,  and  one  teacher;  we  are  all  of  friends  of  Mexico  and  we 
all  celebrate  the  improved  relations  with  Mexico  that  his  trip  to 
California  represents.  I especially  want  to  acknowledge  Governor  Davis  and 
San  Diego  Rep.  Denise  Duchany  for  building  these  new  bridges  of  dialogue 
and  trust.  Perhaps  President  Zedillo  will  make  one  small  gesture  for  peace 
in  Chiapas  while  he  visits  California  and  let  these  five  friends  of  Mexico 
return . " 

Peter  Brown,  a public  school  teacher  with  San  Diego  City  Schools,  was 
detained  by  federal  troops  last  summer  in  the  Chiapan  highlands 
municipality  of  San  Andres  Sachamch'en  de  los  Pobres  and  deported  for 
supporting  the  Maya  peoples'  efforts  to  provide  schools  for  their  children. 

Today  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas  continue  to  build  autonomous 
schools  using  donations  from  non-negotiable  "School  Bonds  for  Chiapas" 
being  sold  throughout  Mexico  and  world.  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  represented  by 
the  internationally  known  "Mexican  Commission  for  the  Defense  and  Promotion 
of  Human  Rights"  headed  by  Ms.  Marie  Claire  Acosta,  is  still  raising  funds 
to  support  Maya  run  schools  in  Chiapas. 

Brown  continued,  "President  Zedillo,  I respectfully  urge  you  to  accept  the 
requests  of  Mexican  citizens  in  Chiapas  and  throughout  Mexico  that  the  five 
deported  Californians  be  allowed  to  once  again  meet  our  professional 
colleagues  and  friends  in  Chiapas.  Schools  and  portable  water  systems  for 
Indian  communities  in  Chiapas  cannot  be  bad  for  Mexico  - please  let  us  come 
back  and  continue  to  help."  After  a brief  statement  to  the  press  at  the 
doors  of  the  consulate,  Mr.  Brown  will  enter  the  Mexican  consulate  to 
formally  present  this  legal  case  to  the  officials  inside. 

For  additional  information: 


Marie  Claire  Acosta  (525)  564-2582  / 2592 

Comision  Mexicana  de  Defensa  y Promocion  de  los  Derechos  Humanos  A.C.,  DF, 
MEXICO 

Elizabeth  Ackermann  (619)  238-4708 
Schools  for  Chiapas,  San  Diego,  CA,  USA 
http : //www. igc . org/mexicopeace/ 

mexicopeace@igc.org  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 

"RE : A Pox  on  Both  Their  Houses"  

Date:  Thu,  13  May  1999  00:30:07  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : "A  pox  on  both  their  houses!" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan  'te ' . . 

The  title  for  this  article  come  to  me  as  I was  thinking  of  that  great 
De'ne'  story-teller  of  long,  long  ago..,  my  great-great-great 
uncle-twice-removed,  Shaking-his-Spear . . (whom  the  invaders  to  this  land 
shamelessly  expropriated  & re-named  "Sakespeare",  as  if  that  would  fool 
anyone . ) 

I just  heard  some  folks  in  the  restaurant  talking  about  the  news..  So 
I was  thinking  of  a couple  of  the  inhuman,  genocidal  regimes  they  were 
talking  about  when  Great-Uncle's  words  came  to  me..  "A  pox  on  both  their 
houses ! " 

The  people  in  that  restaurant  were  talking  about  reports  that  made  me 
glad  I shot  my  TV  years  ago. . Horrors  almost  beyond  imagining,  yet  all  too 
real.  They  spoke  of  a land  where  death  rained  down  on  innocent  people  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  'politics'  or  'ideologies',  simple,  loving  families 
like  yours  & mine,  just  trying  to  survive  & grow  healthy,  happy  children. 
They  spoke  about  mass  massacres  of  unarmed  people,  the  obliteration  of 
entire  villages,  the  women  defiled  & raped,  the  men  killed,  the  children 
orphaned  & starving  save  for  those  few  'fortunates'  taken  in  by  strangers 
to  be  brought  up  without  knowledge  or  pride  in  their  roots,  their 
languages  & customs  outlawed..  Stolen  lands  & stolen  birthright . . . 
Genocide...  The  most  revolting  crime  known  to  humanity. 

Only  trouble  with  no  TV  is  that  without  any  dates  to  the  stories,  I had 
difficulty  figuring  out  whether  those  reports  those  people  were  describing 
were  in  reference  to  what  the  Serbs  are  doing  in  Kosovo  in  1999  or  what 
the  government  of  the  USA,  (&  the  USA's  puppet  govts  in  Canada,  Mexico, 
Guatemala,  Brazil,  Chile,  Peru,  Venezuela,  El  Salvador,  etc,  etc)  has  been 
doing  throughout  the  Americas  for  the  past  506  years..,  (and  still 
counting) . 

Strange  the  way  the  language  changed  too..  A while  ago  it  was  called 
"Manifest  Destiny"  & "civilizing  the  untamed  frontier"  & the 
colonizing/butchering  powers  were  bragging  about  how  efficient  they 
were/are  at  it..  Now  exactly  the  same  damn  thing  is  called  "ethnic 
cleansing"  & these  same  colonizing/butchering  powers  are  condemning  some 
people  called  Serbs  for  doing  the  same  thing  that  is  the  very  foundation 
of  their  own  "legitimacy"!! 

"Same  t ' ing  all  again.."  Great-Uncle  would've  said,  "Same  mad  dog.., 
new  fleas." 

I'm  with  you  on  this  one,  Shaking-his-Spear...  "A  pox  on  both  their  houses 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE;  na  Tree  of  Life"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Mar  1999  07:28:48  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Subj:  NA  Tree  of  Life 

Seattle  Times  Lifestyles  : Sunday,  February  21,  1999 
Old-growth  cedar: 


In  a few  secret  groves , the  natives'  'tree  of  life'  survives 
by  William  Dietrich 
Special  to  The  Seattle  Times 

THERE  ARE  CHURCHES  in  the  Northwest  that  have  no  walls,  no  pulpit 
and  no  pew. 

They  are  older  than  Notre  Dame,  as  lofty  as  St.  Peter's  and  as 
boundless  as  faith. 

Their  choir  is  running  water.  Their  candle  a green,  filtered 
sunlight.  Their  prayer  the  creak  and  sigh  of  branches  rocking  in 
rhythm  to  a winter  wind. 

And  their  locations  are  secret,  guarded  by  Native  American  tribes 
and  a single  employee  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  named  Ian  Hollenbeck. 
She  is  caretaker  of  a map  kept  only  so  that  the  sacred  sites  are  not 
mistakenly  destroyed. 

So  many  are  already  gone,  you  see  - diminishing  because  of 
logging,  lamented  Ernie  DeCoteau,  cultural  resources  director  of 
Darrington's  Sauk-Suiattle  Tribe. 

What's  important  to  the  tribes  - important  to  their  ancient 
religions  - is  old  growth,  Hollenbeck  explained.  What's  important 
is  what  has  almost  been  lost. 

Western  red  cedar  is  the  magic  tree  of  the  Pacific  Northwest.  One 
of  the  names  of  its  northern  white  cedar  cousin  is  arbor  vitae,  or 
"tree  of  life,"  because  Indians  cured  members  of  the  16th-century 
Jacques  Cartier  expedition  of  scurvy  with  a cedar  extract.  No  tree 
was,  and  is,  more  important. 

There  is  spirit  power  in  dark  groves  of  trees  so  old  that  a few 
date  back  to  the  Roman  Empire,  Indians  will  confide.  Natives  still 
fast  and  bathe  and  seek  visions  there.  "You  can  receive  that  power," 
Lummi  Indian  Sam  Cagey  once  assured,  pointing  to  trees  he  said  gave 
gifts,  indicating  a supernatural  place  that  restores  spirit  and 
mind.  "You  can  experience  it  yourself." 

ORDINARY  CEDAR?  It  seems  improbable  to  modern  eyes.  The  tree  is  not 
as  tall  as  Douglas  fir,  not  as  numerous  as  hemlock,  not  as  strong 
as  spruce.  Hilary  Stewart,  in  her  book,  "Cedar:  Tree  of  Life  to 
Northwest  Indians,"  calls  its  drooping  look  "weepy  and  woebegone  ... 
the  lackadaisical  giant  with  the  softer  heart." 

But  though  not  the  biggest,  cedar  was  the  most  sacred  and  useful 
of  all  Northwest  trees  in  aboriginal  times,  as  central  to  the  first 
inhabitants  as  salmon.  Dismissed  as  structurally  useless  by  early 
loggers,  its  increasing  rarity  has  today  turned  it  into  red  gold. 

Its  price  has  doubled  in  the  past  10  years  to  a dollar  a board  foot 
at  the  mill,  and  more  than  that  at  the  lumber  store. 

People  sneak  onto  our  national  forests  and  risk  fines  and  jail 
to  cut  blocks  for  making  shakes  from  old  stumps  because  a cord  that 
fills  a pickup  can  bring  $800.  Steal  a tight-grained,  old-growth 
entire  cedar,  and  you've  almost  enough  to  buy  a luxury  automobile  - 
if  you  can  find  the  cedar.  In  Darrington,  there's  a Forest  Service 
evidence  locker  with  tagged  blocks  of  recovered  wood. 

Cedar  wasn't  always  so  prized.  In  modern  society,  species  fall 
in  and  out  of  favor  like  Hollywood  celebrities,  depending  on  their 
glamour  and  utility  at  the  moment.  Whales,  wolves  and  owls  are 
famous  examples. 

In  aboriginal  times,  however,  cedar  was  the  central  constant.  The 
trees  were  hardware  store,  lumber  yard  and  clothing  source.  Cedar 
was  used  to  make  diapers,  canoes,  fishing  nets,  masks,  houses,  rope 
and  tools.  Nothing  else  was  so  easily  split,  shed  water  so  well,  or 
resisted  rot  so  reliably. 

"Cedar  was  the  Kmart  store  for  the  Indians  because  it  had 
everything  in  it,"  said  Peter  Selvig,  forestry  tech-supervisor  at 
the  Darrington  ranger  district.  He  uses  wood  seized  from  cedar 
thieves  to  repair  historic  Forest  Service  buildings. 

Cedar  bark  was  stripped  and  pounded  to  make  capes,  hats,  skirts, 
baskets,  sails  and  cord  for  fishing  nets.  Its  thin,  wiry  withes,  or 
small  branches,  were  braided  to  make  rope  or  cable.  Its  trunk  wood 
could  be  hollowed  and  stretched  to  make  canoes:  At  the  turn  of  the 


century  one  man  sailed  a 38-foot  cedar  canoe  around  the  world. 

It  was  bent  to  make  boxes,  shaped  as  beams  and  totem  poles,  split 
into  planks  for  long  houses,  or  carved  as  masks,  bowls  or  spoons. 
Archaeologists  have  found  buried  cedar  artifacts  older  than  Troy. 
Tribes  were  training  cedar  specialists  - men  who  excelled  at  working 
with  the  wood  - when  the  carpenter  lesus  walked  the  earth. 

For  primitive  craftsmen  with  stone  tools,  cedar  had  several 
advantages.  Its  soft  wood  was  easier  to  chop  than  Douglas  fir, 
meaning  it  was  feasible  for  Native  Americans  to  actually  cut  one 
down.  It  could  still  take  three  men  up  to  three  days  to  fell  a tree, 
sometimes  laboriously  chiseling  away  like  beavers  and  sometimes 
setting  fire  to  the  easily  burned  base  while  protecting  the  upper 
tree  from  the  flames  with  a barrier  of  wet  clay. 

When  they  could,  the  natives  also  seized  cedar  drift  logs  or 
trees  carried  down  by  rivers. 

Cedar  was  light,  making  it  easier  to  drag  and  lift.  With  wedges, 
a log  could  be  split  into  planks,  making  transport  even  easier. 
Cedar's  cell  structure  allowed  it  to  break  along  even  planes;  its 
splinters  could  be  polished  smooth  with  sandstone  or  dogfish  skin. 

Because  the  tree  grows  in  boggy  places,  cedar  contains  a natural, 
aromatic  fungicide  to  resist  rot  and  insects.  Properly  cared  for, 
cedar  siding  can  last  as  long  as  the  city  of  Seattle  has  been  in 
existence,  a century  and  a half. 

Cedar  canoes  were  more  easily  hollowed,  lighter  to  beach  and 
paddle,  and  more  resistant  to  decay  than  those  of  any  other  wood. 

Bark  clothing  may  strike  us  as  odd,  but  it  is  no  more  odd  than 
using  cotton  to  make  shirts  or  paper  to  make  towels.  Cedar  cloaks 
were  superior  to  furs  in  shedding  rain,  dried  quickly,  could  be 
oiled  with  bear  grease  and  insulated  with  duck  down.  Captain  Cook 
called  the  cedar  hats  he  found  on  Vancouver  Island  the  best  headgear 
he'd  ever  seen. 

Women  stripped  cedar  bark  from  young  trees  when  the  sap  was 
running  in  spring  and  summer  by  making  a horizontal  slit  a few 
inches  across  and  then  pulling  upward.  Strips  up  to  10  feet  long 
would  taper  to  a point  and  break  off.  It  was  the  inner  bark  that  was 
pounded  into  products  ranging  from  towels  to  tourniquets.  Gnarled 
cedar  roots  were  cut  to  make  tools,  fish  hooks  and  baskets.  Burls  on 
the  trunk  became  bowls. 

Some  pioneers  made  homes  by  putting  a roof  on  rotted-out  cedar 
stumps.  Modern  society  uses  cedar  primarily  for  siding,  shakes, 
shingles,  posts,  decking,  trim  and  window  frames.  Old-growth  cedar 
is  a beautifully  perfumed  wood,  the  color  of  honey  and  amber,  that 
without  adornment  suggests  a rustic  richness. 

When  Lindal  Cedar  Homes  moved  to  Seattle  from  Canada  in  1962,  the 
wood  was  still  so  plentiful  that  the  company's  house  walls  were  made 
of  solid  cedar,  remembers  chairman  Robert  Lindal.  Today  it's  so  dear 
in  price  that  cedar  is  usually  limited  to  siding  and  decorative  trim 
some  of  that  from  smaller  second-growth  trees  artfully  machined  and 
joined  to  make  bigger  pieces  of  lumber. 

Old-growth  cedar  is  still  being  cut  in  British  Columbia,  which 
supplies  80  percent  of  global  cedar  production,  but  Washington  and 
Oregon  are  down  to  mostly  second-growth.  The  Canadian  province 
supplies  two-thirds  of  the  cedar  sold  in  the  U.S. 

OUR  CEDAR  IS  NOT  a true  cedar  at  all.  The  famed  "cedars  of  Lebanon 
mentioned  in  the  Bible  don't  grow  here.  And  though  our  cedar's 
scientific  name.  Thuja  plicata,  means  "false  cypress  folded  in 
plaits,"  it's  not  really  a cypress,  either. 

Our  Western  red  cedar  is  its  own  thing,  thank  you,  a unique  and 
noble  tree  with  the  longevity  to  surpass  a Methuselah.  One  almost- 
2,000-year-old  specimen  at  British  Columbia's  Cheewhat  Lake  was 
recorded  at  62  feet  in  circumference  and  194  feet  high.  (That's  tall 
- but  the  tallest  Douglas  fir  on  record  was  twice  as  high.)  One 
study  says  there  are  cedars  claimed  to  be  3,000  years  old. 

Washington  is  home  to  several  cedars  that  vie  for  the  world 
championship.  Because  the  American  Forest  Association  gives  12  times 


as  many  points  to  circumference  as  height,  the  current  title-holder 
is  the  Quinault  Lake  cedar  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Quinault  on 
the  <B>01ympic</B>  Peninsula,  measuring  63.5  feet  around  and  159 
feet  high.  Arguably  bigger  is  the  Nolan  Creek  cedar  near  Forks,  61 
feet  around  and  178  feet  high.  A cedar  on  the  Ohanepecosh  River  in 
Mount  Rainier  National  <B>Park</B>  is  considerably  taller  at  234 
feet,  but  only  20  feet  around.  The  Kalaloch  cedar  at  Sixth  Beach  is 
the  fattest,  at  64  feet  around,  but  only  123  feet  high.  All  have 
multiple  tops  because  of  tendency  for  cedar  tops  to  break  off  and 
regrow. 

The  smaller  Alaskan,  or  yellow  cedar,  can  be  found  at  elevations 
above  about  2,500  feet  in  Western  Washington  and  has  been  prized  as 
a boat-building  wood.  A larger  near-relative  of  that  species  is  Port 
Orford  cedar  in  southwest  Oregon. 

CEDAR  IS  A VERY  RESILIENT  tree. 

Each  conifer  has  a different  strategy  for  survival.  Douglas  fir 
sprouts  best  in  full  sunlight,  and  often  dominates  after  forest 
fires  or  clear-cuts.  Hemlock  grows  in  the  shade  of  fir,  eventually 
succeeding  it.  Cedar  prefers  dappled  shade  and  wet  places  and  only 
rarely  grows  in  groves  of  its  own  kind.  Rather,  it's  a mixer, 
opportunistically  poking  its  way  into  the  forest  here  and  there, 
taking  over  from  other  conifers  that  don't  want  to  get  their  feet 
wet.  There  is  no  cedar  forest,  but  lots  of  cedar  trees. 

When  most  abundant,  about  one-quarter  of  the  trees  in  a coastal 
forest  can  be  cedar,  but  it  represents  just  12  percent  of  the 
conifers  in  coastal  British  Columbia  as  a whole  and  about  9 percent 
of  Mount  Baker-Snoqualmie  National  Forest  in  Washington's  Cascades. 

It  is  a beautiful  tree,  but  falls  short  of  the  nobility  of  fir  or 
redwood  or  sequoia.  Cedar's  easily  identified  bark  of  papery  strips 
looks  a bit  untidy,  as  if  the  tree  needs  some  hair  gel  to  lay  down 
properly.  Its  needles  are  flat,  its  branches  don't  have  the  perky 
bristle  of  fir,  and  the  whole  tree  seems  to  sag  slightly,  as  if 
burdened  with  age  and  wisdom.  So  well  do  the  branches  shed  water 
that  some  Indians  call  it  shabalup,  or  "dry  underneath." 

Channels  in  the  wood  for  nutrients  and  water  leave  cedar  with  a 
microscopic  pattern  of  air  spaces  that  make  it  light  and  a good 
insulator,  sort  of  a natural  foam  board. 

While  shallow-rooted,  it  will  entwine  its  roots  with  those  of 
neighboring  trees  to  resist  the  push  of  storm  winds. 

Reproduction  normally  occurs  through  cross-pollination  with  other 
cedars.  But  a cedar  is  also  capable  of  selfing  - not  a bizarre 
practice  but  a botanical  term  for  self-pollination,  meaning  a cedar 
can  fertilize  itself  if  necessary.  Scientists  theorize  this  evolved 
as  a survival  strategy  in  the  Ice  Ages,  allowing  isolated  cedars  to 
reproduce . 

Most  conifers  avoid  selfing  by  having  their  female  cones  higher 
than  their  male,  so  that  pollen  won't  reach,  or  by  having  the  two 
types  of  cones  mature  at  different  times.  Males  cones  on  a cedar, 
however,  release  a flood  of  yellow  pollen  that  can  be  received  by 
females  on  the  same  tree,  which  in  turn  produce  a prolific  release 
of  seed  in  the  fall.  Cedar  cones  are  no  bigger  than  a fingernail 
and  their  seeds  are  so  tiny  that  they  average  about  400,000  to  the 
pound.  An  acre  of  mixed  trees  can  produce  60  million  cedar  seeds  per 
year,  only  a few  of  which  will  ever  germinate. 

So  fecund  are  Northwest  forests  with  pollen  and  seed,  floating 
hither  and  yon,  that  it  might  stimulate  one's  interest  in  forestry 
to  think  of  our  mountain  sides  as  one  gigantic  X-rated  movie  - 
though  not  as  lively,  perhaps,  as  late-night  cable. 

Cedar  can  live  for  millennia,  and  even  after  falling  their  rot- 
resistant  logs  can  persist  for  centuries  more. 

Yet  the  grandest  cedars  have  become  museum  pieces,  scattered 
and  isolated.  The  Nolan  Creek  giant  is  in  the  middle  of  a clear-cut, 
its  last  live  root  accidentally  cut  by  an  interpretive  path  to  give 
access  to  its  trunk.  Tribes  seeking  cedar  trees  suitable  for  canoes. 


long  houses  or  totem  poles  must  look  long  and  hard. 

The  wood's  usefulness  and  rising  price  recently  have  prompted 
interest  in  the  tree's  survival.  "Cedar  is  now  being  replanted 
aggressively/'  said  Paul  Mackie  of  the  Western  Red  Cedar  Lumber 
Association,  a trade  organization  that  each  year  hosts  a week-long 
school  in  Vancouver  to  introduce  retailers  and  builders  to  the 
advantages  of  this  remarkable  wood. 

"There  is  sufficient  cedar  being  regrown  to  keep  us  in  business 
indefinitely,"  said  Lindal,  whose  company  gets  its  cedar  from 
Canada . 

HAVING  CEDAR  FOR  THE  AGES  is  a good  thing,  too. 

"Cedar  is  very  important  to  our  lifestyle,"  said  Linda  Day, 
cultural  resources  coordinator  for  the  Swinomish  Tribe  near  La  Conner. 
When  the  Forest  Service  helped  the  tribe  obtain  cedar  to  rebuild  its 
long  house  in  1992,  she  reported,  "Some  of  the  old  songs  returned  to 
our  elders."  Classes  are  held  to  teach  cedar  basket-making  and  this 
summer  the  tribe  hopes  to  build  its  first  new  cedar  canoes. 

We  could  not  replicate  Native  American  life  today:  Neither  the 
cedar  nor  the  salmon  are  still  there  in  sufficient  numbers.  Cedar 
was  once  so  abundant  and  worthless,  says  the  Darrington  ranger 
district's  Selvig,  that  loggers  would  cut  stronger  firs  so  they  fell 
into  and  splintered  a cedar,  thereby  avoiding  having  to  pay  stumpage 
prices  on  the  trees.  Structurally  weak,  cedar  was  junk  wood,  good 
for  shingles  and  kindling  but  too  fast-burning  to  even  make  good 
firewood . 

The  original  inhabitants  knew  better,  of  course.  They  prized 
cedar  for  the  bounty  it  offered  and  the  secrets  it  contained.  In 
1981,  in  response  to  congressional  legislation  guaranteeing  Indian 
religious  freedom,  the  Forest  Service  began  to  collect  information 
on  cedar  the  tribes  used  for  both  bark  and  spiritual  retreats. 
Spiritually,  each  surviving  grove  is  a sacred  place  as  venerable  as 
a gothic  cathedral. 

Some  33  sites  of  undisclosed  size  were  identified  in  the  Mount 
Baker-Snoqualmie  National  Forest,  which  stretches  from  Mount  Rainier 
to  the  Canadian  border.  Most  cedar  groves  are  only  a few  acres,  and 
the  ones  most  frequently  used  are  near  roads  to  make  access 
practical . 

Spirit-seekers  usually  repair  to  these  woods  alone  when 
meditating;  bark-collecting  is  done  in  groups.  While  tribes  prefer 
to  keep  details  of  religious  practices  private,  they  often  include 
fasting  and  ritual  bathing  in  clear,  cold  mountain  streams. 

We'll  continue  to  use  cedar  industrially,  as  the  Indians  did: 

It's  too  useful  a tree  to  neglect. 

But  we  shouldn't  forget  cedar  is  also  magical  - almost  spooky 
in  the  sense  of  presence  it  gives  off  when  you  spend  time  with  the 
trees.  Cedar  is  one  of  the  spiritual  cores  of  our  Northwest.  Enjoy 
its  mystery. 

Cedars  on  the  Web 

At  their  Web  site  the  Forks  Chamber  of  Commerce 
provides  maps  for  finding  the  Nolan  Road  and  Kalaloch 
cedars  plus  other  visitor  information  for  the  western 
Olympic  Peninsula:  http://www.forkswa.com 
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Please  distribute  widely. 

STATUS  OF  RAMSEY  MUNIZ 

Ramsey  Muniz,  a political  prisoner  from  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  remains  in 
solitary  confinement  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Fie  and  other  Mexicanos  have 
been  kept  in  torturous  conditions  since  December  10,  1998.  When  we  ask 
the  Bureau  of  Prisons  for  a reason,  they  merely  say  that  it  is  due  to  an 
ongoing  investigation.  NEW  FLYER 

Enclosed  is  a new  flyer  regarding  the  case  of  Ramsey  Muniz.  The 
information  includes  the  complete  story  of  a false  scenario  created  in 
1994  by  DEA  agents  in  Dallas,  Texas,  in  order  to  capture  Ramsey  again. 
Captured  in  1994 

Ramsey  Muniz,  a leader  during  the  Chicano  Civil  Rights  Movement,  is  a 
political  prisoner  serving  a life  sentence  on  false  charges.  In  March  of 
1994,  Muniz  was  on  business  trips  in  Houston  and  Dallas.  He  worked  as  a 
legal  assistant  and  was  meeting  potential  clients  for  different  attorneys. 
Muniz  did  not  drive  long  distances  alone,  due  to  health  reasons.  On  this 
trip  he  traveled  with  luan  Gonzales  of  Mathis,  Texas. 

One  of  the  clients  that  Muniz  met  with  was  Donacio  Medina,  of  Durango, 
Mexico.  Medina  needed  the  help  of  an  attorney  to  transfer  two 
incarcerated  brothers  to  prisons  in  Mexico. 

On  March  11,  1994,  Medina  asked  Duan  Gonzales  and  Ramsey  Muniz  for  a 
ride  to  the  airport.  On  their  way  there,  he  asked  Muniz  to  move  his  car  to 
another  motel,  where  he  planned  to  retrieve  it  later.  Muniz  did  not  have 
a vehicle,  so  he  agreed  to  help  move  Medina's  car  - - a vehicle  which  he 
had  never  been  in  before. 

As  Muniz  was  parking  Medina's  car,  he  realized  that  he  was  being 
followed  by  the  law.  He  parked  the  car  then  quickly  walked,  searching  for 
a telephone  to  call  an  attorney.  As  he  walked,  a police  car  whisked  past 
him,  as  in  pursuit.  At  this  point  Muniz  nervously  attempted  to 
disassociate  himself  from  the  car  he  had  just  been  asked  to  move.  Walking 
toward  a telephone,  he  placed  the  car  keys  in  his  sock,  to  avoid  giving 
them  to  the  law  enforcement.  He  never  made  it  to  the  telephone.  He  was 
surrounded  by  police  and  DEA  agents,  even  though  they  had  no  legal  reason 
to  have  stopped  him.  They  searched  him,  and  found  the  car  keys.  Later, 
they  searched  the  car  and  found  what  they  already  knew  was  there. 

DEA  agent  Kimberly  Elliott  of  Dallas,  Texas,  signed  an  affidavit  which 
stated  the  reasons  why  they  went  after  Muniz.  The  affidavit  contained 
false  statements.  Elliott  stated  that  motel  employees  had  contacted  the 
DEA  because  of  suspicious  behavior  on  the  part  of  Ramsey  Muniz.  This 
behavior  consisted  of  his  making  phone  calls  from  the  lobby  when  he  could 
have  used  his  room  instead.  Elliott  further  stated  that  Muniz  used  a false 
name  when  he  checked  into  the  motel. 

The  three  motel  employees  were  brought  in  to  testify  at  the  trial,  and 
their  testimony  was  consistent.  None  of  them  had  contacted  the  DEA,  none 
had  said  that  Muniz  had  acted  suspiciously,  and  it  was  proven  that  Muniz 
had  used  his  own  name  when  he  checked  into  the  motel. 

We  later  discovered  that  the  government  was  actually  in  pursuit  of 
Donacio  Medina,  because  he  (and  NOT  Muniz)  had  made  an  illegal  drug  deal 
with  them.  They  kept  this  information  from  the  jury,  however.  The 


government  did  not  want  for  the  jury  to  know  about  Donacio  Medina  so  that 
they  could  instead  blame  Ramsey  Muniz.  The  DEA's  wrongdoing  is  further 
compounded  by  the  fact  that  they  let  Donacio  Medina  go  free,  even  though 
he  was  the  one  they  had  been  pursuing. 

Muniz's  fingerprints  were  nowhere  to  be  found  on  the  car  that  Medina  had 
asked  him  to  move.  The  government  would  not  reveal  whose  fingerprints  were 
on  the  contraband.  We  later  learned  that  3uan  Gonzales  was  the  one  who  had 
rented  the  car  for  Donacio  Medina.  Gonzales,  the  co-defendant,  did  not 
take  the  witness  stand. 

Ramsey  Muniz,  Duan  Gonzales,  and  Donacio  Medina  had  met  at  an  Owens 
Restaurant,  to  discuss  legal  assistance  for  Medina's  brothers.  DEA  agent 
Eli  Chavez  claims  to  have  heard  a phrase  during  this  meeting  - the  only 
phrase  that  he  could  hear  during  a 30-minute  conversation.  He  claims  that 
Medina  said,  "No  los  conozco  muy  bien,  pero  vamos  hacer  un  trato  a las 
diez."  This  one  statement,  not  even  made  by  Muniz,  was  the  only  evidence 
that  the  government  produced  to  indict  Muniz.  They  claimed  that  Medina 
made  this  statement,  yet  Medina  was  allowed  him  to  go  free! 

The  only  evidence,  which  could  have  shown  that  Medina  was  staying  in  a 
different  motel  from  Muniz,  was  not  allowed  in  the  trial.  The  custodian  of 
records  was  properly  subpoenaed  for  this  information,  but  he  refused  to 
show.  The  defense  asked  the  judge  to  enforce  the  subpoena.  The  judge 
refused,  saying  that  it  might  confuse  the  jury. 

The  prosecutors  withheld  information  until  the  last  part  of  the  trial, 
making  it  too  late  for  the  defense  to  make  use  of  it.  They  made  no 
apologies  for  this  misconduct. 

Persecuted  from  the  Beginning 

At  the  heart  of  his  political  career  in  1976,  Ramsey  Muniz  was  indicted 
on  drug  conspiracy  charges.  Knowing  that  the  establishment  was  out  to  get 
him,  he  left  for  Mexico  only  to  be  caught,  tortured,  and  returned  to  the  U. 
S.  for  prosecution.  Houston  Attorney  Dick  DeGuerin  stated,  "The  evidence 
was  either  non-existent  or  from  a very  unreliable  source.  There  were  a 
couple  of  people  who  were  given  immunity  in  order  to  testify,  and  it  was 
just  an  effort  to  get  Ramsey!"  Muniz  pleaded  guilty  to  federal  drug 
charges,  and  disassociated  himself  >from  members  of  the  Raza  Unida  Party, 
knowing  that  they  were  also  government  targets.  Muniz  was  indicted  in 
Corpus  Christi  and  San  Antonio  for  the  same  crime,  making  it  count  twice. 

Muniz's  sentence  was  far  greater  than  sentences  normally  given.  He 
served  his  time  in  the  harshest  prisons  throughout  the  country.  He  was 
later  released  to  face  continuing  stalking  and  persecution  by  the  DEA.  In 
Houston,  Muniz  was  followed  by  the  DEA,  and  accused  of  drug  possession  for 
contraband  found  not  in  his  possession,  but  in  a client's  apartment.  The 
charges  were  dropped  due  to  an  illegal  search,  and  a parole  violation  was 
given . 

Status  of  the  Case 

The  trial  was  in  Sherman,  Texas,  which  is  in  the  Eastern  District.  It  was 
lost,  appealed  to  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  All  courts  denied  the  appeal.  A -2255  was  filed  in  October  of  1997, 
and  it  was  denied  by  the  Eastern  District.  It  was  forwarded  to  the  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and  we  await  their  response.  All  appellate  work 
has  been  filed  Pro  Se. 

How  You  Can  Help 

+ Organize  a Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee  in  your  area. 

Contact  us  for  additional  information. 

+ Write  or  telephone  senators  and  congressmen.  Ask  that 
they  call  for  a congressional  investigation. 

Solomon  P.  Ortiz 
United  States  Congressman 
3649  Leopard  Street 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78408 
(361)  883-5868  fax:  884-9201 


Kay  Bailey  Hutchison 


United  States  Senator 

10440  N.  Central  Expwy.  Ste.1160 

Dallas,  TX  75231 

(214)  767-0577  fax:(202)224-0776 

senator@hutchison .senate . gov 

Edward  Kennedy 

United  States  Senator 

2400  J.F.K.  Federal  Building 

Boston,  MA  02203 

(617)  565-3170  fax:(617)565-3183 

senator@kennedy . senate . gov 

+ Send  donations: 

Advocates  of  Justice 
5403  Everhart  Rd.  #216 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78411-4895 
(361)  992-4488 

"Even  though  I'm  caged  and  confined  in  the  underground  dungeons  of  this 
oppressor,  my  soul  is  free.  The  more  I read,  study  and  examine  our  ancient 
sacred  spiritual  historia,  the  more  I'm  totally  convinced  that  we,  the 
Mexikas,  will  never  be  defeated  again." 

Ramsey  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 
http : //home .earthlink. net/~aou 
++++FREE  RAMSEY  MUNIZ++++ 
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Good  news!  In  accordance  with  the  1868  Treaty,  ICRA,  the  Duro  fix,  and 
the  general  interests  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  has 
maintained  the  Navajo  Nation  holds  criminal  misdemeanor  jurisdiction 
over  Russell  Means. 

In  sum,  by  James  Zion,  Solicitor  to  the  Courts  of  the  Navajo  Nation: 

The  decision  holds  that  Rusell  Means  is  subject  to  the  criminal 
jurisdiction  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  The  Court  based  its  ruling  on  three 
principles : 

(1)  The  "set  apart  for  the  use  and  occupation"  and  "bad  men"  language 
of  the  United  States-Nava jo  Nation  Treaty  of  1868  recognizes  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  nonmember  Indians  by  the  Navajo  Nation. 

(2)  Russell  Means  gave  his  consent  to  criminal  jurisdiction  by  "assuming 
tribal  relations"  with  Navajos  by  becoming  a hadane  or  "in-law." 

(3)  The  assertion  of  criminal  jurisdiction  over  a nonmember  Indian 
does  not  violate  equal  protection  of  the  law,  because  any  person  can 
become  an  in-law  and  there  is  a Navajo  Nation  governmental  interest  in 
maintaining  peace  and  order. 

>From  the  AP: 

Navajos  Claim  Sweeping  Jurisdiction 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MICHELLE  RUSHLO 

PHOENIX  (AP)  --  In  a case  that  could  test  the  legitimacy  of  tribal 
courts  throughout  the  country,  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  ruled  it  has 


criminal  jurisdiction  over  all  Indians  on  the  reservation  regardless  of 
whether  they  are  Navajo. 

The  case  has  drawn  national  attention  for  the  legal  questions  it  raises 
about  tribal  sovereignty  and  because  it  involves  Russell  Means,  the 
former  leader  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  who  led  a 1973  uprising  at 
Wounded  Knee,  S.D. 

"Every  tribe  is  going  to  take  a careful  look  at  this,"  said  Robert 
Williams,  professor  of  law  and  American  Indian  studies  at  the  University 
of  Arizona.  "The  stakes  are  very  big." 

Means  was  charged  in  a Navajo  court  in  December  1997  with  beating  his 
father-in-law.  Means,  an  Oglala  Sioux,  said  he  should  not  be  prosecuted 
by  another  tribe  and  challenged  the  1991  federal  law  passed  authorizing 
tribal  courts  to  try  Indians  from  other  tribes. 

In  a 3-0  ruling  Tuesday,  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  cited  a 1977  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  that  defined  "Indian"  as  a political  rather 
than  a racial  category. 

The  court  also  pointed  out  that  Means  married  a Navajo  woman,  lived  on 
the  reservation  and  conducted  business  there  --  all  evidence,  it  said, 
that  he  should  be  subject  to  the  Navajo  judicial  system. 

Means  contended  that  the  1991  law  is  discriminatory  because  it  says 
non-Indian  defendants  are  not  subject  to  tribal  courts,  but  does  not 
make  a distinction  for  Indians  who  aren't  members  of  the  ruling  tribe. 

"I  haven't  any  rights  on  any  reservation  in  America  except  my  own,  so  I 
want  to  be  treated  like  any  other  American,"  Means  said  Thursday  from 
his  home  in  Santa  Fe,  N.M. 

Means,  59,  who  has  appeared  in  such  films  as  "Natural  Born  Killers" 
and  "The  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  plans  to  appeal  the  Navajo  court's 
decision  in  federal  court. 

Navajo  prosecutor  Donovan  D.  Brown  was  traveling  on  Thursday  and  didn't 
immediately  return  a call  seeking  comment. 

AP-NY-05-13-99  2131EDT 

Copyright  1998  The  Associated  Press.  The  information  contained  in  the 
AP  news  report  may  not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  otherwise 
distributed  without  prior  written  authority  of  The  Associated  Press. 
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"RE : Dustice  and  Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier" 

Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  14:40:12  -0700 
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Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Canadian  Labour  Stands  Overwhelmingly  in  Solidarity 
"For  Dustice  and  Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier" 

Preliminary  release.  May  13,  1999  from  the 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada 

Email:  mailto:lpdccfd@web.net 

At  the  22nd  annual  convention  of  the  Canadian  Labour  Congress,  a 
historic  resolution  in  support  of  justice  and  freedom  for  North  American 
political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  was  endorsed  in  a unanimous  vote  by 
an  estimated  2,000  labour  delegates  who  converged  from  across  the 
country.  The  CLC  represents  2.5  million  unionized  workers  in  Canada. 

The  event  at  the  Metro  Toronto  Convention  Center  from  May  3 to  7, 

1999  brought  together  representatives  from  the  auto  workers'  union; 
steel  workers  and  hospital  workers;  public  employees  of  both  provincial 
and  federal  governments;  from  teachers,  postal  workers  and  fisherman's 
unions  to  labour  boards  representing  districts  from  all  Canadian 
provinces  and  territories.  The  final  ratifying  of  the  resolution  was 
preceded  by  months  of  lobby  by  representatives  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 


Defense  Committee  Canada,  both  in  Ottawa  and  Toronto,  who  engaged 
in  numerous  public  speaking  forums  and  awareness  sessions  with  union 
locals  and  at  provincial  and  national  executive  council  meetings. 

A final  priority  and  emergency  resolution  was  submitted  before  the 
convention  floor  that  combined  three  resolutions  in  support  of  urgent 
action  for  proper  medical  treatment  for  Peltier;  focussed  on  the  Canadian 
lobby  and  Canada's  responsibility  to  remedy  the  injustice  of  the  false 
extradition  as  well  as  support  clemency  and  Peltier's  unconditional 
release.  Unions  in  British  Columbia,  Ottawa  and  Hamilton,  Ontario  had 
submitted  the  resolutions. 

Anne  and  Frank  Dreaver,  of  LPDC  Canada  spoke  at  the  CLC  human 
rights  forum  which  kicked  off  the  convention  and  was  attended  by  an 
estimated  300  peoples.  Greg  Keelor  of  Blue  Rodeo,  who  collaborated 
with  Dreaver  on  the  Pine  Ridge:  An  Open  Letter  to  Allan  Rock,  Songs 
for  Leonard  Peltier  album  (released  through  Warner  Music  Canada  in 
October  1996)  sang  his  Pine  Ridge  song,  offering  a chronology  of 
Peltier's  struggle  to  music.  The  audience  was  moved,  inspired  and 
many  peoples  gave  their  personal  commitment  to  lobby  within  their 
union  structure.  An  information  booth  with  a post  card  campaign  to 
Canadian  government  officials  was  available  to  delegates  the  full 
week  of  the  convention. 


[**Note:  Photo  Not  attached.] 

In  the  picture  taken  May  6 on  the  convention  floor,  from  left  to  right: 
Ethel  Lavalley  of  the  Ontario  Federation  of  Labour;  LPDC  Canada's 
Anne  Dreaver;  Bob  White,  CLC  president;  Nancy  Riche,  CLC  Exec  VP; 
and  Frank  Dreaver,  Int'l  spokesperson  & LPDC  Canada  founder. 

For  more  information  contact  LPDC  Canada  by  phone.  (416)  439-1893 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  LeonardPeltier 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  LeonardPeltier 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Campaign  for  Medical  Treatment 
email  list  send  a blank  message  to 
peltier-fast-request@iww. org  with  just  the  word 
subscribe  in  the  subject  line. 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee" 
email  list,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 

"RE : Atlanta  Benefit  Concert/Book  Release  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Fri,  14  May  1999  10:49:09  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 
Subj : Fwd:  press  release 

For  release  to  Atlanta;  May  12,  1999 

Contact:  Reid  Denkins  404-525-4360,  freejoye@mindspring.com 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group,  Atlanta 

LEONARD  PELTIER  BENEFIT  CONCERT  & BOOK  RELEASE 
DUNE  12  - UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST  CONGREGATION 

A benefit  concert  at  7 p.m..  Dune  12  at  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation,  1911  Cliff  Valley  Way  in  Atlanta,  will  celebrate  the  release 
of  Native  American  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier's  autobiography. 


"Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance/'  by  St.  Martin  Press. 

Harvey  Arden,  the  book's  editor,  will  speak  and  read  from  "Prison 
Writings."  Arden,  a former  writer  for  National  Geographic,  is  the  author  of 
books  on  Indian  culture  including  "Wisdom  Keepers"  and  "Travels  in  a Stone 
Canoe. " 

Musical  performers  will  include  the  popular  Atlanta 
singer-songwriter  Elise  Witt;  Veronika  Jackson,  a singer-songwriter  who 
recently  moved  to  Atlanta  from  Florida  after  15  years  on  the  folk  music 
circuit  there;  and  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM),  who  will 
perform  the  "Peltier  Honor  Song"  and  other  Native  American  songs. 

Buffalo  chili,  fry  bread  and  books  will  be  on  sale.  Tickets  are  $12 
in  advance  - $14  at  the  door.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Support  Group,  Atlanta  at  404-525-4360  or  freejoye@mindspring.com 

Proceeds  from  the  event  will  benefit  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee,  which  funds  efforts  to  obtain  Peltier's  release  after  23  years 
of  incarceration  for  a crime  he  insists  he  did  not  commit. 

Peltier  is  serving  two  consecutive  life  sentences  for  the  deaths  of 
two  F.B.I.  agents  in  a 1975  shootout  on  the  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  Indian 
reservation.  He  and  other  AIM  members  were  on  the  reservation  at  the 
invitation  of  tribal  elders  to  protect  Indians  who  were  protesting  the 
strip-mining  of  their  land  when  a shootout  occurred,  leaving  two  FBI  agents 
and  one  Indian  dead. 

There  were  many  murders  and  beatings  of  Indian  people  at  that  time 
which  have  since  been  documented  and  attributed  to  the  corrupt  tribal 
government.  Since  his  trial  in  1977  the  U.  S.  government  has  admitted  to 
coercing  witnesses,  fabricating  evidence  and  withholding  evidence,  and  even 
admits  that  they  do  not  know  who  killed  the  two  agents  or  what  part  Peltier 
played  in  the  shootout.  His  supporters  believe  that  he  is  a scapegoat, 
serving  time  to  cover  up  actions  of  the  U.S.  government  and  the  U.S. 
government-  backed  tribal  council,  including  a secret  transfer  of 
uranium-rich  tribal  land. 

"There  are  many  sad  chapters  in  the  book  of  relations  between  our 
government  and  Indian  people,"  says  Reid  Jenkins,  coordinator  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group,  Atlanta.  "Leonard's  story  is  just  one  of 
many.  There's  nothing  we  can  do  for  countless  other  martyrs  in  this 
struggle,  but  we  certainly  should  do  all  that  we  can  to  help  this  one." 

Peltier  is  currently  suffering  from  a botched  operation  performed 
by  a prison  doctor  in  1996  to  treat  a problem  he  has  had  since  he  stepped 
on  a nail  as  a child  and  contracted  lockjaw.  The  operation  aggravated  his 
condition  and  now  he  can  no  longer  close  his  mouth  completely  or  open  it 
more  than  a quarter  of  an  inch.  Officials  at  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  facility 
where  Leonard  was  treated  have  stated  that  they  cannot  do  anything  further 
to  relieve  the  pain,  but  a doctor  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  believes  that  he  can 
help  and  has  volunteered  to  perform  corrective  surgery.  The  prison  has 
refused  a medical  transfer. 

"Peltier  was  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  1975  in  an  effort  to 
help  his  people,"  says  Jenkins.  "He  made  a commitment  as  a teenager  to 
dedicate  his  life  to  helping  his  people,  and  he  has  not  forgotten  that 
commitment.  Even  in  prison  he  uses  his  position  as  America's  best  known 
political  prisoner  to  help  organize  food  drives,  clothing  drives  and 
Christmas  present  drives  for  Indian  people." 

Peltier  works  with  Food  Not  Bombs  and  the  National  Commission  for 
Democracy  in  Mexico  to  help  the  indigenous  people  of  war-torn  Chiapas.  He 
has  worked  on  economic  and  health  care  reform  for  reservations,  as  well  as 
programs  for  addiction  counseling.  Proceeds  from  the  sales  of  his  paintings 
have  been  used  to  set  up  a scholarship  fund  to  send  Indian  people  to  law 
school.  He's  received  Spain's  Human  Rights  Award,  the  Frederick  Douglass 
Award,  the  Humanist  of  the  Year  Award  and  the  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  Award,  and 
he's  been  nominated  for  the  U.N.  Human  Rights  Award  and  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize. 

"My  dream  is  to  rejoin  the  people  and  build  Native  American 
community  centers  offering  after-school  activities  and  counseling.  I want 
to  work  with  specialists  from  around  the  world  to  help  prevent  and  treat 
alcoholism.  I want  to  help  create  jobs  and  job  training  for  Indian  people. 
It's  so  frustrating  to  hear  over  and  over  again  about  teen  suicide,  drug 


abuse,  unemployment,  and  seemingly  eternal  poverty  among  my  people.  I ask 
myself,  what  has  my  sacrifice  been  for?" 

Leonard  Peltier,  "Prison  Writings" 

For  excerpts  from  "Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance,"  go  to: 
http : //www. wisdom keepers . com/peltier . htm 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  16  May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  3anet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel 

Holmes 

#88698 

Turngy  Center  Anex 

Route  One  Only,  TN 

37140-9709 

Prinkey,  Robert  Lee 
BV-3474 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Date  of  Birth:  6/25/62 
Ancestry:  Idaho  Indian? 

Quarry,  lames  Lee 
#298-683 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 

PO  Box  740/3 -C 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rednour,  Eddie  Dean 
#196-745 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  10/28/55 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Reynolds,  Randy 
#257-644 

NCI  15708  SR  78  W 
Caldwell,  OH  43724 

Riches,  Russell  Dean 
#A289-296 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  7/10/50 
Ancestry:  Southern 
Arapaho 

Rivers,  Ricky  D. 
#122-582 

PO  Box  1812 

Marion,  OH  43301 

Date  of  Birth:  7/21/61 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Robison,  Earl  Henry 
#A181-257 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/48 
Ancestry:  Ojibwe  / 
Tuscara 

Rosner,  3.  Toumak 
#91-B-04111 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 

Date  of  Birth:  4/13/57 

Ancestry: 

Cherokee/Choctaw 

Rust,  3r.,  Paul 

CU-3171  D/B  12 

10745  Rt.  18 

Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  4/12/73 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE ; Pieces  of  Pottery"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Mar  1999  16:35:03  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 

Subj : pieces  of  pottery.... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Newcomb,  New  Mexico,  I don't  know  if  any  of  you  have  been  there  it  is 
more  or  less  a wide  spot  on  the  road  from  Shiprock  to  Gallup,  it  lies 
just  above  Sheepsprings . Most  people  don't  notice  it  because  it  is 
pretty  flat,  dry  barren  sort  of  place  but  there  is  a trading  post,  a 
couple  of  schools,  teacher  housing  and  a headstart  building,  a very 
small  community. 

There  was  a time  when  the  school  bus  from  Toadlena  used  to  get  there  by 
the  old  bumpy  road  that  goes  from  there  to  Two  Grey  Hills  and  then  to 
Toadlena.  A small  short  yello  school  bus  used  to  drop  us  off  there  and 

we  would  wait  for  the  bus  from  Naschitti  and  get  on  that  one  to  go  to 

school.  It  was  the  same  coming  from  Shiprock,  we  would  get  dropped  off 
there.  Sometimes  it  was  on  time  sometimes  it  would  be  late.  If  it  was 
late  we  used  to  walk  to  the  trading  post. 

The  trading  post  is  white,  and  is  next  to  a wash,  you  don't  notice  it 
because  there  is  not  much  water  in  there  and  the  bridge  crosses  and 
people  just  want  to  get  by  there  to  get  where  they  are  going.  Anyway 
the  wash  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  trading  post.  The  trading  post  is 
built  next  to  a hill  and  on  top  of  the  hill  is  a water  tank.  When  we 
waited  for  the  bus  we  used  to  walk  to  the  water  tank  and  just  sort  of 
look  around.  Sometimes  the  bus  would  be  really  late  and  you  just  get 
bored  and  so  we  used  to  sit  up  there  and  watch  for  it. 

As  time  went  by  we  used  to  go  up  there  every  once  in  while  and  we  would 

see  the  small  pieces  of  pottery,  pottery  shards  that  lay  broken  like 
small  pieces  of  a broken  bottle  on  the  ground.  We  used  to  make  a game 
sort  of  looking  at  them  because  there  were  a bunch  of  different  designs 
laying  there,  some  black  & white,  others  with  indentations  and  they 
were  all  over  the  top  of  the  hill. 

Up  the  wash  a little  ways  were  the  remains  of  an  old  pueblo  which  was 
crumbling  and  falling  into  the  wash  because  the  stream  bank  had  eroded 
it  away.  The  site  used  to  lie  west  of  the  trading  post  about  a couple 
of  hundred  yards  facing  the  north.  I sat  down  one  day  watching  for  the 
late  bus  and  looked  at  the  old  pueblo  place,  I picked  up  a broken 
pottery  shard,  a piece  of  pottery  and  realized  that  this  place  was 
pretty  old. 

I closed  my  eyes  and  opened  them,  I could  see  the  flat  plain  around  the 
wash  was  more  fertile,  that  a dam  of  sorts  had  been  made  to  catch  the 
stream  in  the  wash  and  there  were  irrigated  cornfields  along  the  wash. 

The  paved  road  and  bridge  were  gone  and  in  its  place  a dirt  path  along 
the  wash  for  walking  going  straight  east  I guess  to  Chaco  Canyon, 
probably  to  the  Pueblos  there.  The  old  Pueblo  place  was  fresh  and  fixed 
up,  on  the  roof  corn  was  spread  out  to  dry,  there  were  broken  pots  put 
one  on  top  of  the  other  to  make  a chimney.  The  trading  post  and  water 
tank  were  gone,  just  the  hill  remained  and  there  was  an  Indian  woman 
sitting  outside  with  her  back  to  me,  she  looked  to  be  grinding  corn, 
she  was  kneeling  down  using  the  corn  grinding  stones  that  were  now 
displayed  in  the  trader's  case.  There  was  smoke  from  a outside  oven, 
hornos  they  are  called  and  I could  smell  the  bread.  It  was  a strange 
site  I thought,  when  I heard  her  call  out  and  after  a bit,  some 
children  ran  out  of  the  sage,  right  past  me.  One  looked  at  me  for  a 
moment,  dropping  a broken  piece  of  pottery  they  had  been  playing  with 
in  my  hand  and  ran  into  the  house  to  eat.  The  sky  was  the  same  and  it 
was  peaceful.  I thought  I wonder  what  it  would  be  like  to  go  inside  and 
see  what  they  are  eating.  Faintly,  I could  hear  the  sound  of  a hoe  in 
the  ground  in  the  distant  cornfield  and  there  was  their  father.  He 


looked  to  be  working  hard,  not  unlike  my  own  having  to  haul  water  from 
the  stream  bed  by  the  bucket  to  each  plant  as  in  dry  farming.  I could 
understand  this  because  that  is  how  we  watered  our  own  cornfield.  I was 
visiting  this  home,  a pueblo  in  this  spot.  I wanted  to  go  over  and 
visit,  it  was  a nice  day. 

Dust  then  my  cousin  touched  me  on  the  shoulder  and  said,  the  bus  is 
here.  I looked  and  it  was  pulling  up  in  front  of  the  trading  post.  I 
turned  to  the  west  and  everything  was  as  it  was  before.  I dropped  the 
pottery  shard  and  ran  for  the  bus.  I went  home  that  day  and  played 
around  our  house,  carving  my  name  in  the  rocks  there.... 

I find  myself  thinking  about  what  I would  leave  behind  for  those  who 
would  come  later.  Would  they  see  me  like  that  child,  I don't  know, 
maybe  that  is  our  legacy  to  live  without  leaving  much  behind,  to  be  one 
with  the  land,  to  use  it  for  a short  while  and  have  it  bless  us  with 
it's  bounty.  I don't  know,  but  as  I looked  back  on  the  pueblo  and 
trading  post  in  the  late  afternoon  light,  I could  see  we  just  sort  of 
pass  through  here  and  it  isn't  what  we  have,  or  what  we  leave  behind, 
it  is  the  life  we  live,  family  and  home  that  are  important.  I hope  that 
I would  do  as  well  and  provide  my  family  like  that  man  so  many  years 
ago 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  14:11:32  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  105 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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TO-DAY 


Lo  THERE  hath  been  dawning 
Another  blue  day. 

Think  wilt  thou  let  it 
Slip  useless  away? 

Out  of  eternity 

This  new  day  is  born; 

Into  eternity 

At  night  will  return. 

Behold  it  aforetime 
No  eye  ever  did. 

So  soon  it  forever 

From  all  eyes  is  hid. 

Here  hath  been  dawning 
Another  blue  day. 

Think,  wilt  thou  let  it 
Slip  useless  away? 

-THOMAS  CARLYLE. 


APPRECIATIVE  WORDS  FROM  THE  FIELD. 


A Field  Matron  among  the  Indians  in  the  Southwest  says  by  private 
letter : 

"My  first  year  as  Field  Matron  was  enough  to  convince  me  that  if  the 
Indians  are  ever  civilized  it  will  be  only  after  their  tribal  relations 
are  broken  up  and  they  are  living  among  white  people. 

I suppose  I must  have  heard  of  Major  Pratt's  views  before  but  had 
never  thought  of  them. 

I can  prove  abundantly  that  he  is  right. 

These  Indians  are  communists,  and  therefore  every  industrious  Indian 
must  divide  with  the  most  worthless. 

Their  tribal  customs  require  them  to  give  away  their  furniture  when  a 
member  of  their  family  dies. 

That  is  enough  to  prevent  them  from  rising. 

Add  to  this  the  discouragements  that  the  young  educated  Indians  have 
to  meet  when  they  attempt  to  live  like  white  people,  and  it  is  too  much 
for  ordinary  mortals  to  undertake." 


WHAT  TEMPERANCE  EMBODIES. 


The  following  in  a private  letter  is  too  good  to  be  lost: 

"To  me,  the  principle  of  temperance  embodies  much  more  that  a non-use 
of  stimulants  and  narcotics. 

It  should  mean  straight-forward  dealing. 

It  should  mean  choice  of  language. 

It  should  mean  charity  for  others'  weaknesses  and  short  comings. 

It  should  mean  respect  for  others'  opinions,  though  widely  a variance 

with  our  own. 

It  should  mean  temperance  in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory. 

I like  this  version  of  the  words  TEMPERANCE: 

"Temperance  is  the  moderate  use  of  all  things  helpful,  and  the  total 
abstinence  of  all  things  harmful." 


HUNTING  GOLD. 


Another  breezy  letter  has  been  received  from  Carrie  Cornelius  who  is 
one  of  the  workers  at  Hoopa  Valley,  California  School.  She  tells  of 
their  beautiful  flowers  and  Dune  weather.  She  is  having  all  sorts  of 
experiences,  even  to  climbing  along  the  mountain  sides  in  search  for 
gold  nuggets.  There  are  so  many  wild  flowers  and  the  pupils  of  the 
school  are  so  fond  of  gathering  them  that  she  has  a fresh  bouquet  every 
day,  nearly,  without  going  to  pick  for  herself,  and  she  often  wishes 
that  she  could  fill  the  vases  of  her  eastern  friends. 


A TEST  OF  CIVILIZATION. 


"I  don't  think  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  Indians  progressing  in 
civilization,"  remarked  the  professor. 

"I  haven't  had  very  extensive  opportunities  for  observation,"  replied 
the  prim  old  lady,  "but  the  fact  that  none  of  the  Indians  I ever  saw 
were  in  the  habit  of  expectorating  on  the  floors  of  the  street  cars,  or 
of  using  profanity  in  public,  leads  me  to  think  that  they  have  got  a 
very  good  start."  -Washington  Star. 
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Thomas  Marshall. 

One  of  the  saddest  duties  that  has  come  to  us  as  a recorder  of  the 
historical  events  at  the  school  is  that  of  telling  our  readers  of  the 
sad  death  of  student  Thomas  P.  Marshall.  Thomas  was  a Sioux  from  Pine 
Ridge  agency,  S.  Dakota,  where  a mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  a 
step-father,  a deacon  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  reside.  Four  years  ago, 
last  Fall,  Thomas  came  to  us  from  the  Friends'  White's  Institute, 

Indian,  which  had  been  engaged  successfully  many  years  in  educating 
young  Indians.  He  at  once  entered  Dickinson  College  Preparatory 
Department,  and  had  advanced  to  the  Junior  class  in  the  college  proper. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  overstate  the  excellence  of  Thomas 
Marshall's  character  and  influence  as  shown  both  in  Dickinson  College 
and  in  the  Indian  School.  Tributes  and  testimonials  from  his  Professor 
in  the  college  and  the  President,  of  his  superior  character,  are 
unstinted . 

A memorial  service  presided  over  by  President  Reed  and  attended  by 
the  Professors  and  students  of  the  College,  addressed  by  President  Reed, 
Rev.  McMillan  and  others  was  held  in  Bosler  Memorial  hall  at  the  college 
on  Wednesday  morning.  Later  there  will  be  a service  of  the  same  kind, 
here  at  the  school. 

Every  year  since  coming  to  Carlisle,  Thomas  was  elected  by  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  to  take  charge  of  the  delegation  to  Mr. 
Moody's  Northfield  Conference.  As  the  Assistant  of  Mrs.  Given  in  charge 
of  the  small  boys,  and  as  a leader  in  every  good  movement  in  the 
societies  and  general  work  of  the  school,  Thomas  was  without  a peer 
among  our  students.  He  never  failed  in  any  duty  and  always  happily  led 
when  occasion  offered. 

He  received  letters  from  home,  telling  of  the  sickness  and  death  of  a 
brother  and  sister  of  "Malignant  Measles."  Nothing  of  the  kind  had 
appeared  anywhere  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  taken  ill,  and  in  view  of 
what  had  occurred  at  his  home  he  was  at  once  isolated  in  the  hospital. 
The  disease  baffled  the  greatest  skill  of  the  physician  and  the 
tenderest  care  of  the  skillful  nurse,  and  relentlessly  centered  in  his 
face,  and  the  brain,  and  finally  on  his  lungs.  He  was  unconscious  for 
about  twenty  hours  before  he  died,  which  was  at  midnight  on  Sunday 
last.  The  life  of  one  most  promising  and  unselfish  as  well  as  most  dear 
to  a loving  family  and  to  a wide  circle  of  friends  is  thus  inscrutably 
taken . 


A large  and  beautiful  wreath  of  white  roses  from  Miss  Gertrude 
Simmons  [Zitkala  Sa]  of  Boston,  to  whom  Thomas  Marshall  was  engaged  to 
be  married,  was  received  by  Mrs.  Cook,  to  be  placed  on  his  grave.  Miss 
Simmons  has  the  sympathy  of  her  friends  at  Carlisle,  in  this  her  great 
bereavement . 


Owing  to  the  death  of  Thomas  Marshall,  Major  Pratt  issued  orders 
strictly  quarantining  all  the  pupils  and  employees  within  the  limits  of 
the  school  reservation.  At  this  writing  no  other  malignant  cases  have 
appeared . 


Thomas  Marshall's  case  was  sporadic  and  there  seems  no  danger  of  the 
disease  spreading  so  great  is  the  vigilance  and  so  strict  the  quarantine 
order.  Everything  that  was  in  his  room  was  burned  and  the  room 
thoroughly  fumigated.  It  was  a room  that  Miss  Barr  had  held  as  a spare 


room j in  the  closet  of  which  she  had  her  best  clothing.  Everything  in 
the  closet  was  burned  even  to  her  silk  dress  and  a new  and  stylish 
garment  she  had  recently  purchased. 


Deannette  M.  Buckles  was  the  happy  recipient  of  a beautiful  Oxford 
Bible  from  Ruth  Shaffner,  for  the  best  examination  paper  on  the  life  of 
Paul,  whose  life  has  been  the  subject  of  Miss  Shaffner's  What-so-ever 
King's  Daughters'  Circle  this  year. 

Elizabeth  Walker  speaks  in  a cheerful  tone  of  her  excellent  place  in 
the  country,  she  says  she  has  a very  nice  Sunday  school  teacher,  too. 
There  is  a lady  there,  over  ninety  years  of  age,  and  she  says  it  is  the 
first  time  she  ever  saw  a woman  so  old.  She  does  not  live  very  far  from 
Martha  Day  and  Bertha  Pradt. 

David  McFarland,  '98,  has  recently  been  to  Washington  with  some 
representative  men  of  his  tribe,  the  Nez  Perce  of  Idaho.  We  expected 
they  would  stop  off  at  Carlisle  on  their  way  back,  but  David  wired  from 
Harrisburg  that  they  were  obliged  to  go  on.  His  friends  here  were 
disappointed  at  the  news.  It  will  be  remembered  that  David  was  a 
saxophone  player  in  the  band  and  was  one  of  the  first  football  team. 

Charles  Skipegosh  is  known  as  Charles  Roberts  in  the  country.  It  is 
not  common  for  men  to  change  their  names,  and  that  without  getting 
married,  but  he  said  in  a recent  letter  that  his  teacher  thought  it 
better  to  be  Roberts.  His  school  record  as  shown  by  a card  that  was 
received  a few  days  is  excellent.  In  the  last  month  of  the  term  he 
received  four  marks  of  100.  One  for  reading,  one  for  geography,  one  for 
drawing  and  one  for  conduct.  All  his  credits  were  up  in  the  nineties. 

Spring  whitewashing  and  flower  gardening  have  begun  in  earnest. 
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A very  dry  Spring. 

No  April  showers,  yet. 

The  grass  and  all  vegetation  are  crying  for  rain. 

Miss  Bowesox  has  taken  Miss  Shaffner's  King's  Daughters'  Circle. 

Notice  this:  The  man  who  says  he  can  take  a drink  or  let  it  alone 
always  takes  it. 

If  marriage  is  a failure  perhaps  it  is  a case  of  heart  failure, 
especially  when  the  heart  is  "Pierced." 

Henry  Wilson,  attorney-at-Law,  a cousin  of  Miss  Barclay  from  Beaver 
was  her  guest  on  Thursday. 

Even  Miss  Ely  got  excited  at  the  ball  game  on  Saturday,  but  only  Mr. 
Snyder  knows  what  became  of  her  hat. 

The  address  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Shaffner-Etnier  will  be  Ponce,  care  of  the 
Ponce  Improvement  Company,  Porto  Rico. 

Mrs.  Dennison  Wheelock  and  baby  boy,  Edmund,  are  sojourning  for  a 
season  at  Hotel  de  Howe,  Hunter's  Run. 

Did  you  ever  see  so  many  fouls  as  were  made  on  Saturday?  Enoght  to 
roast  for  a feast,  had  they  been  of  the  right  kind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt,  Dick  and  Marion,  of  Steelton,  were  over  on 
Saturday.  Mrs.  Pratt  joined  the  Arbutus  party  to  the  mountains. 

A number  of  the  faculty  went  to  the  South  Mountain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hunter's  Run  on  Saturday,  and  secured  a nice  lot  of  Arbutus  and  other 
wild  flowers. 

Senator  D.  C.  Grady,  and  friends,  Mrs.  Emma  M.  Leeds,  Miss  Kate  L. 
Rhodes  and  3.  Allen  Leeds,  of  Philadelphia,  were  among  the  interested 
visitors  last  Thursday. 

Word  has  been  received  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Etnier  have  secured  passage 
on  a vessel  that  sails  to  day  for  Ponce.  The  many  friends  of  the  bride 
at  the  school  wish  for  the  happy  pair  a safe  voyage. 

Dohn  Warren  has  joined  the  typo  ranks.  He  is  Mr.  Kemp's  best  harness 
maker,  but  comes  to  the  printing  office  for  his  last  term  at  school  to 
learn  the  underlying  principles  of  the  "art  preservative . " 

Mr.  Norman  wants  to  know  if  five  and  a half  yards  make  a perch,  how 
many  will  make  a trout?  We  will  let  the  trout  fishers  answer.  Then 
again,  he  wants  to  know,  if  two  hogs  heads  make  a pipe,  how  many  will 
make  a cigar? 


Mrs.  Sawyer  and  Miss  Morton  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight;  Miss 
Senseney  and  Miss  Newcomer  the  Standards;  and  Miss  Seonia  and  Professor 
Bakeless  the  Susans.  New  regulations  about  the  committee  reporting  go 
into  effect  tonight. 

Charlie  Dagenett,  '91,  who  is  one  of  the  teachers  at  Chilocco,  says 
this  of  Joseph  Blackbear,  who  recently  went  down  there  to  serve  as  an 
employee:  "It  did  not  take  him  long  to  settle  down  to  business. 

Naturally  I expected  a good  deal  from  a Carlisle  boy,  and  he  has 
certainly  fulfilled  my  expectations.  I think  we  were  fortunate  in 
securing  a young  man  of  such  excellent  character  and  ability  as  Joseph 
possesses.  I don't  wonder  that  you  miss  him." 

Miss  Barr,  who  is  in  quarantine  at  the  hospital  received  some  very 
nice  flowers  from  her  little  Alaskan  friends  Coogidlore  and  Koklilook, 
who  are  with  Miss  Edge.  She  is  very  grateful  for  the  same,  but  cannot 
write  her  thanks  to  them  just  now. 

Our  workmen  who  live  in  town  and  go  home  every  night  are  no  doubt 
having  a long  and  tiresome  week  of  it,  while  quarantined  with  us.  They 
seem  to  take  satisfaction,  however,  in  sitting  as  close  to  the  line  as 
they  dare  and  looking  over  toward  town. 

Miss  Senseney  was  voted  in  as  a member  of  the  gallant  Standards,  last 
week.  She  is  the  first  and  only  lady  to  be  initiated  into  regular 
membership.  We  believe  that  all  the  teachers  and  officers  are 
considered  honorary  members  of  all  societies.  Miss  Senseney  will  have 
charge  of  the  music. 

These  are  the  selections  that  the  band  will  render  tomorrow  evening 
upon  the  bandstand:  1.  March,  "Victors  of  '98"  - Spring;  2.  Overture, 
"Tannhauser"  - Wagner;  3.  Andante  from  First  Symphony  - Beethoven;  4. 
College  Potpourri,  "Bingo"  - Beebe;  5.  Romance  from  Zelmina  and  Azor  - 
Spohr;  6.  "Valse  Mexicaine"  - Estrada;  7.  "The  Pilgrim's  Song  of  Hope"  - 
Batiste;  8.  "Hail  Columbia"  -Fyles. 

Orlo  is  dead.  At  the  age  of  12  years,  Orlo,  Miss  Senseney's  pet  dog, 
died  in  Baltimore,  a day  or  two  ago.  He  was  with  Mrs.  Senseney,  and  the 
best  veterinary  surgeon  the  city  could  afford  was  employed,  but  to  no 
purpose.  The  body  was  sent  to  Chambersburg  to  be  buried  underneath  Miss 
Senseny's  favorite  cherry  tree  at  her  home.  So  many  of  our  pupils  knew 
the  little  pet  that  we  give  this  news  as  an  item  of  interest. 

Mrs.  Butler  came  up  from  Washington  on  Saturday  to  pack  up  her  things 
ready  for  her  final  departure  from  the  school.  She  says  she  is 
comfortably  fixed  at  a desk  in  the  Land  Division  of  the  Indian  Office 
and  enjoys  her  work.  But  she  says  that  even  Washington  is  not  prettier 
than  Carlisle  with  its  beautiful  green  campus,  majestic  trees,  singing 
birds,  mountain  views  and  friends  she  likes. 

The  band  boys  can  blow  well,  but  when  it  comes  to  playing  ball  they 
are  not  at  home.  The  small  boys'  team  known  as  Given's  League  can  beat 
them.  The  first  time  they  tried  it,  a few  evenings  ago,  thew  band  was 
beaten  by  a score  of  36  to  3,  in  one  of  the  most  exciting  and  laughable 
games  of  the  season.  Then  the  musicians  wishing  to  redeem  themselves 
tried  the  League  again  on  Tuesday  evening  and  were  beaten  by  a score  of 
16  to  4.  There  are  several  tall  fellows  in  the  band,  who  do  not  make 
good  SHORT-stops. 

Later:  Given's  League  played  a snappy  5-inning  game  on  Wednesday 
evening  with  a team  composed  of  employees,  and  came  off  victorious  with 
a score  reading  7 to  5.  On  the  employees'  team  were  such  men  as  Frank 
Hudson,  pitcher;  Bemus  Pierce,  catcher.  The  others  were  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr. 
Sowerby,  Mr.  Ralston,  Messrs.  St.  Cyr,  Wheelock,  Guy  Brown  and  George 
Wolfe.  Be  it  said  for  this  team  they  did  some  fine  playing,  which 
proves  all  the  stronger  that  the  League  is  in  fair  shape  to  challenge 
anything  short  of  the  regulars. 
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REST,  HARDEST  WORK. 


Miss  Benedict,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Indian  service  for  a number  of  years,  but  who  recently  resigned  from  her 
position  in  the  Government  school  at  the  Osage  Agency,  Oklahoma  and  is 


now  taking  a needed  rest,  says  that  she  finds  resting  the  hardest  work 
she  even  did  in  her  life.  She  has  received  word  that  Miss  Marian  Moore, 
appointed  to  take  her  place  at  Osage,  has  since  died,  and  there  is  great 
regret  expressed  at  her  untimely  death.  Miss  Benedict  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  Hoopa  Valley,  Calif.,  pupils  than  any  others  we  have 
at  present,  all  of  whom  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  their  friend  through 
the  columns  of  the  HELPER. 


HAD  NOT  LEARNED  HOG. 


Different  ways  of  expressing  the  same  things  in  English  is  often 
times  the  cause  of  misunderstandings  and  mistakes.  A farmer  told  his 
Indian  boy  to  "Drive  those  hogs  into  the  orchard." 

Then  he  went  about  his  business  expecting  the  direction  to  be  carried 
out,  but  when  he  returned  found  the  boy  standing. 

"Why  don't  you  do  as  I told  you?" 

"Don't  know"  said  the  Indian  boy. 

"What  is  that?"  asked  the  farmer  pointing  to  the  hogs. 

"Pig." 

"Put  them  pigs  in  the  field." 

"Oh,"  and  the  command  was  obeyed  forth  with. 


AN  INDIAN  TOUCHED  BY  DR.  HARRIS'  VIEWS  ON  CIVILIZTION. 


Miss  Luzena  Choteau,  class  '92,  now  in  the  Treasury  Department,  at 
Washington,  has  this  to  say  in  a recent  private  letter: 

Dr.  Harris,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education,  whose  splendid 
speech  to  the  graduates  at  Carlisle's  Nineteenth  Commencement  last  March 
I have  just  read  lives  but  a few  minutes  walk  from  where  I am  staying, 
and  when  I pass  his  home  each  day  I think  of  him  as  a great  man. 

His  definition  of  civilization  is  perfect.  How  true  it  is  that  there 
exists  in  the  world  civilizations  that  vary,  but  when  all  can  reach  the 
high  mark  and  fill  the  place  of  a true  civilization  as  defined  by  Dr. 
Harris,  when  all  people  may  become  members  of  one  great  brotherhood,  the 
world  shall  have  reached  the  highest  civilization. 

NINE  HOME  RUNS. 


The  most  interesting  game  of  the  season,  so  far  at  our  school  was  the 
one  witnessed  on  Saturday  between  Bucknell  and  our  boys.  The  visiting 
team  won  by  a score  of  8 to  6.  Threes  and  goose-eggs  went  marching  side 
by  side  down  the  score  for  six  innings.  The  Indians  had  the  bat  first 
and  made  0 ; then  Bucknell  scored  3.  This  was  discouraging  for  the  home 
team,  but  they  soon  rallied  and  piled  up  three  runs  which  tied  the  score 
and  gave  their  brothers  a goose-egg  to  match  the  one  they  had  received. 
Bucknell  returned  the  compliment  giving  the  Indians  a cipher  and 
themselves  3 in  the  34d  inning. 

Then  it  was  naught,  naught,  naught  for  three  innings  on  both  sides, 
and  the  Indians  continued  naught,  naught,  naught,  for  there  more 
innings.  Bucknell,  in  the  meantime,  making  2 in  the  7th.  Now  was  the 
exciting  moment.  The  Indians  took  their  bits  in  their  mouths.  Our  man 
at  the  bat  made  a beautiful  hit,  and  the  boys  and  friends  on  the 
bleachers  gave  a rousing  cheer  which  encouraged  the  players.  The 
visiting  men  made  some  costly  errors  and  let  in  3 of  our  men.  But  it  was 
too  late  in  the  game  to  completely  recover  themselves.  They  scored  not 
a home  run  till  after  the  game  was  over  when  the  entire  nine  ran  home  to 
recuperate  after  a signal  defeat. 

Scores . 


Indians  030000003-6 

Bucknell  303000200-8 


Schedule  for  Future  Ball  Games. 

May  6,  Gettysburg,  here. 

" 13,  Mercersburg,  at  Mercersburg. 
" 17,  Dickinson,  Carlisle. 

" 20,  Ursinus,  at  Norristown. 


" 24,  University  of  Md.,  at  Baltimore. 

" 27,  Gettysburg,  at  Gettysburg. 

" 30,  Dickinson,  here. 

Dune  3,  Albright,  at  Myerstown. 

" 10,  Harrisburg  Country  Club,  at  Harrisburg. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  3,  9,  10  is  what  Sickles  did  when  he  hit  the  ball. 

My  6,  5,  8,  4 is  hard  for  a school  boy  to  write. 

My  1,  7,  9,  11,  2 is  what  the  United  States  soldiers  are  fighting  for 
in  Manila. 

My  whole  is  what  a baseball  player  as  well  as  a business  man  must 
have  an  abundance  of  to  succeed. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Fort  Belknap. 
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"RE : Poem:  Our  Temples  Now  Lost"  

Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  05:27:29  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions  <forward> 

Subj : Our  Temples  Now  Lost 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

If  anyone  wants  to  write  to  Doe  Bonner: 

Dose  Boner  #1081315 
Iowa  State  Prison 
PO  Box  316 

Fort  Madison  Iowa  52627 

"Our  Temples  Now  Lost? 

Why  do  my  people  say, 

Aztec  Pride! 

yet  in  a Catholic  priest 
we  choose  to  confide? 

Why  do  we  pride  ourselves 
on  brave  Cuauhtemoc, 
although  on  a Spanish  plank 
we  blindly  walk? 

Are  we  not  the  descendants 
of  Kings  and  Queens? 

Why  then,  do  we  believe 
assimilation  brings 
better  things? 

When  will  we  wake 
from  this  morass  of  lies, 
of  which  we  sleep 
gagged  and  tied? 

And  have  our  spirits 
been  buried  so  deep 
that  we  will  never  wake 
from  this  500  year  sleep? 

Or  will  we  rise  once  more? 

The  Mexica  Nation  so  great 
but  then  so  poor, 
yet  we  are  rich 
blessed  in  our  nature, 
our  artistic  spirits 
not  desired, 
only  cheap  labor. 


Cortes  stabbed  our  Earth 
with  his  cross  and  crown, 
a sword  in  our  chest 
the  burning  of  flesh, 
the  burning  of  towns... 
our  pyramids,  stand  tall 
but  abandoned  in  time 
while  the  Cathedrals  thrive 
for  Hernan's  crime. 

Do  they  also  sleep... 
our  temples,  now  lost? 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  11  May  99  05:00:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  25-31 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

25 

When  the  wind  has  come  full  circle  'round  the  earth,  it  returns  to  the 
place  of  its  beginning. 

26 

The  full  moon  reflected  upon  the  ocean  weaves  a night  of  ancient  magic. 

27 

No  act  of  kindness  ever  goes  unrewarded. 

28 

I have  walked  this  land  before  in  a child's  dream  of  freedom. 

29 

Today's  memories  will  be  cherished  tomorrow. 

30 

We  are  all  voyagers  in  life's  ocean. 

31 

In  the  tiniest  of  shells  is  found  the  eternal  cycle. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Flint  River  Cleanup"  

Date:  Sat,  8 May  1999  19:08:11  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  Flint  River  Cleanup  - People  of  the  Three  Fires  Dedication  Ceremony 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  cdavids@flint.umich.edu 
URL:  http://www.flint.umich.edu/ 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Flint  River  Cleanup 
Saturday,  May  15,  1999 
10:00  a.m.  until  2:00  p.m. 

Free  lunch  and  t-shirt  for  all  volunteers 
People  of  the  Three  Fires  Dedication  Ceremony 
at  2:30  University  of  Michigan-Flint  campus 
(At  the  bridge  behind  the  Recreation  Building) 

Several  years  ago,  Yolanda  Aguilar  (Yaqui)  was  asked  by  the 
Sierra  Club  to  design  a plaque  that  would  honor  the  American  Indian 
people  who  live  in  greater  Flint  area.  Aguilar  took  her  inspiration  from 


the  Chippewa,  Odawa,  and  Potawatomi  people... the  People  of  Three  Fires. 
Her  design  was  then  created  in  bronze  supported  with  contributions 
>from  many  community  organizations  including  the  University  of  Michigan 
Flint's  American  Indian  Student  Organization. 

The  University  of  Michigan-Flint  and  the  City  of  Flint's 
Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  selected  a site  on  campus  and  a 
massive  rock  was  moved  to  the  bridge.  The  plaque  will  be  attached  to 
the  rock.  The  site  on  campus  was  a summer  meeting  place  for  American 
Indians  from  all  over  the  continents  who  came  here  for  the  summer  for 
family  reunions,  renewals  of  friendship,  trading,  fishing,  hunting,  and 
to  collect  flint  stones. 

The  dedication  ceremony  for  Aguilar's  plaque  will  be  at  2:30  p.m. 
Volunteers  participating  in  the  Flint  River  Cleanup  will  also  participate 
in  the  ceremony,  and  the  public  is  invited  to  also  participate. 

For  information  please  call  Catherine  R.  Davids  at  762-3328  (UM-Flint) 
or  Dohn  Freeman  at  766-6876  (City  of  Flint). 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Yolanda  Aguilar  is  a long-time  resident  of  Flint,  Michigan.  Her  brother 
George  Aguilar  is  a well-known  Hollywood  stunt  coordinator  and  actor. 

He  has  appeared  in  many  movies  and  television  programs.  Yolanda  had 
a short-lived  career  in  Hollywood,  working  in  several  films,  before 
returning  to  Flint  to  care  for  her  family. 

"RE : Sheep  is  Life"  

Date:  Thu,  13  May  1999  10:59:23  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Sheep  is  Life 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Thu,  13  May  1999  12:38:38  EDT 
From:  Sznjmsn@aol.com 


Sheep  is  Life:  A Celebration  of  Shepherds  and  Weavers 

Dates:  Thursday-Saturday,  Dune  24-26,  1999.  Free  public  events. 

Location:  Dine'  College,  Navajo  Nation,  Tsaile',  Arizona 
Contact:  Bessie  Yellowhair,  520-871-5389,  Dine'  ba'  aana'  Coordinator 

for  brochures,  call  Recursos  de  Santa  Fe,  800-732-6881 
e-mail  sznjmsn@aol.com,  or  visit  www. recursos .org/sheepislife 
Sheep  is  Life:  A Celebration  of  Shepherds  and  Weavers  will  be  held 
Dune  24-26,  1999,  at  Dine'  College,  Tsaile',  Arizona,  Navajo  Nation.  Sheep 
is  Life  honors  the  central  role  that  sheep  play  in  Navajo  spirituality, 
philosophy,  art,  and  daily  life,  and  brings  together  people  from  many 
cultures  who  share  these  values.  Dine'  College  is  located  on  the  north-east 
rim  of  Canyon  de  Chelly,  at  the  foot  of  the  Chuska  Mountains.  Events  are 
free,  and  everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Sheep  and  fiber  arts  have  been  central  in  the  evolution  of  human 
society  from  12,000  years  ago  until  today.  At  Sheep  is  Life,  people  from 
many  cultures  find  common  ground  in  their  love  of  sheep,  wool,  land,  and 
life. 

Full-  and  half-day  fiber  arts,  sheep  care,  and  range  management 
workshops  will  be  held  on  Thursday.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  6:00  p.m.,  the  Shade  House  and  Sheep  Camp  will  have  for  activities  for 
the  whole  family,  including  hands-on  arts  projects,  lectures  and  panel 
discussions,  exhibits  of  Navajo-Churro  sheep  and  other  rare  livestock  breeds, 
and  sales  of  crafts,  weavings,  wool,  and  supplies.  The  Saturday  evening 
Sheep  Cook-out  features  traditional  foods  followed  by  songs,  poetry,  and 
storytelling.  For  advance  workshop  registration  and  a complete  list  of 
events,  call  Recursos  at  800-732-6881. 

Lecture  and  workshop  topics  include  dyeing  with  plants;  weaving  and 
wool  processing;  economic  development;  marketing  fiber  arts;  livestock  and 
agriculture  in  the  Southwest;  technical  assistance  opportunities  for  sheep 
and  wool  producers;  the  philosophy  and  spirituality  of  sheep  cultures; 
and  veterinary  workshops. 


Sheep  is  Life  is  an  ongoing  program  providing  services  to:  1) 
increase  recognition  of  the  cultural  importance  of  sheep,  wool,  land,  and 
fiber  arts;  2)  provide  technical  assistance  to  producers  and  artists;  3) 
educate  the  public,  regulatory  agencies,  and  producers  about  the  importance 
of  the  pastoralist  lifeways;  and,  4)  promote  economic  development  that 
is  culturally  relevant  to  rural  and  indigenous  communities. 

Although  there  is  no  charge  for  attending  the  celebration, 
tax-deductible  contributions  to  help  support  the  project  may  be  made  to 
Sheep  is  Life/Recursos  de  Santa  Fe,  826  Camino  de  Monte  Rey, 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87505. 

Organizers  and  Sponsors 

The  celebration  is  a collaboration  between  Dine'  ba'  aana'  (Navajo 
Lifeways),  Dine'  College,  the  IAIA  Native  American  Pastoral  Textile  Project, 
Navajo  Sheep  Project,  Navajo-Churro  Sheep  Association,  and  Recursos  de 
Santa  Fe,  a nonprofit  corporation.  Many  other  community  groups  are 
participating  in  the  celebration.  The  project  is  funded  in  part  by  the 
Arizona  Arts  Commission  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  Interweave 
Press,  the  New  Mexico  Cuarto  Centenario  Commission,  and  New  Mexico  Arts. 

The  photo  exhibit  is  funded  by  the  New  Mexico  Endowment  for  the  Humanities. 

Affiliated  Events 

The  Third  Annual  Two  Grey  Hills  Trading  Post  Centennial  Celebration 
takes  place  Sunday,  Dune  27.  A social  event  with  foot  races,  games,  weaving 
demonstrations,  sheep,  wool,  music,  the  opportunity  to  visit  old  friends 
and  make  new  ones.  TGH  Trading  Post  is  located  off  NM  666  west  of  Newcomb. 
Call  505-789-3270  for  information  and  directions.  Maps  available  at  Sheep 
is  Life. 

The  Farmington  (New  Mexico)  Museum  is  presenting  a Sheep  is  Life 
series  Friday  - Sunday,  Duly  9 - 11.  Activities  include  the  photo  exhibit, 
"return  to  Dine'  Bike'yah,"  by  Stacia  Spragg,  panel  discussions,  an  exhibit 
of  Navajo-Churro  sheep,  and  fiber  arts  demonstrations.  Call  the  museum  at 
505-599-1174. 

Overnight  Accommodations 

Food  service  is  available  on  campus.  There  are  primitive  tenting  and 
camping  sites  at  Tsaile'  Lake  next  to  the  college  campus,  and  at  Wheatfields 
Lake,  five  miles  away.  Full  service  motels  are  in  Chinle',  approximately  20 
minutes  drive  west  from  Tsaile',  and  at  Window  Rock,  about  a 40  minute  drive 
to  the  south.  Group  rates  are  available  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Chinle', 
520-674-5000;  and  in  St.  Michael's  at  the  Day's  Inn,  520-871-5690. 
Reservations  should  be  made  by  May  23;  ask  for  the  Sheep  is  Life  group 
rates . 


Sheep  is  Life  Schedule. 

(Current  as  of  12  May  1999.) 

Contact:  Bessie  Yellowhair,  520-871-5389,  Dine'  ba'  aana'  Coordinator 
Check  for  updates  at  the  web  site,  www.recursos.org/sheepislife. 

A Celebration  of  Shepherds  and  Weavers 
Dune  24-26,  1999 

Dine'  College,  Tsaile',  Arizona,  Navajo  Nation, 
on  the  north-east  rim  of  Canyon  de  Chelly 
Free  Public  Events.  Everyone  Welcome. 

Sheep  is  Life  honors  the  central  role  that  sheep  and  weaving  play  in  Navajo 
spirituality,  philosophy,  and  daily  life,  brings  together  people  who  share 
these  values,  and  emphasizes  the  role  of  sheep  and  fiber  arts  in  the 
evolution  of  diverse  cultures. 

Museum  Exhibits 

People  of  Navajoland:  Weaving  Threads  from  the  Past  into  the  Future,  Marie 
Campos,  IAIA  Native  American  Pastoral  Textile  Project 

Return  to  Dine'tah:  One  Navajo  Family's  Experience  Saving  the  Sacred  Sheep, 

photographs  and  text  panels  by  Stacia  Spragg 

Thursday  Workshops 

9:00  a.m.,  registration  on-site 

Advance  registration  recommended. 


$25  fee  requested  for  Thursday  workshops. 

- Hand-Spinning  Techniques,  Leona  Natani,  9:30-noon 

- Navajo  Loom  and  Weaving,  Sarah  Natani,  1:30-4:00 

- Holistic  Management  Training  Workshop,  Cindy  Dvergsten,  10:00-5:00 

- Feltmaking,  Maggi  Tchir,  10:00-5:00 

- Restoring  Navajo  Rugs,  Craig  Watson,  demo,  10:00-2:00,  lecture  2:00-3:00 

- Mayan  Backstrap  Weaving,  artist  TBA,  10:00-4:00 

- Dyeing  with  Native  Plants,  artist  TBA,  10:00-4:00 
Friday,  Dune  25 

5:30  a.m.  Opening  Prayer  at  the  Shade  House. 

9:00  a.m.  Welcoming  Remarks  at  Shade  House 
Friday  and  Saturday,  9:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Sheep  to  Loom  at  the  Shade  House 

- sheep  shearing,  skirting  fleeces,  processing  pelts 

- washing,  carding,  spinning,  dyeing 

- variety  of  spindles,  looms,  tools  and  materials  to  try  out 

- livestock  exhibits  at  the  Sheep  Camp 

Hands-on  Workshops  and  Lectures 
Friday 

- Sheep  is  Life  Curriculum:  Teaching  Indigenous  Sheep  Culture,  workshops  for 
educators,  parents  and  the  public,  presented  by  the  curriculum  development 
team,  Sharon  Begay,  Chair.  1:00-6:00  at  the  Shade  House. 

- Sheep  Dog  Fun  Day  and  Instructional  Clinic,  M.  Peterson.  Open  to  twelve 
stock  dogs  and  their  handlers.  Spectators  welcomed.  9:30-4:30 

- Traditional  and  Contemporary  Veterinary  Practices  with  the  Tzotzil 
Shepherdesses  and  Their  Sacred  Chiapas  Sheep,  Raul  Perezgrovas,  10:00-11:00 

- Training  and  Care  of  Guard  Llamas,  D.  Pettigrew,  1:00-3:00 

- Conservation  Management  on  Navajo  New  Lands,  N.  Lowe,  3:30-4:30 

- Navajo  Rock  Art,  Sandpaintings,  and  Weavings:  Continuity  of  Iconography, 

H Walters,  1:30-3:00 

Saturday 

- How  to  Select  and  Manage  Nava jo-Churro  Sheep,  C.  Taylor,  9:00-11:30. 

- Navajo  Sheep  Culture  and  Dependence  on  Sheep,  D.  Dennison,  10:00-11:00 

- Hand  Processing  Specialty  Wools:  Choosing,  Skirting,  Washing,  Carding 
and  Combing,  C.  Taylor,  1:30-4:30 

- Biological  Range  Management  Workshop,  N.  Lowe,  2:30-4:00 

- Return  to  Dine'tah,  panel  discussion,  1:00-2:00 

- Cooking  Workshop:  Native  Foods  for  Health  and  Well-Being,  L.  Dahozy, 
1:30-4:30 

Other  Workshops  and  Lectures  to  be  Scheduled 

- Utilizing  Guard  Llamas  in  the  Sheep  Flock,  Larry  Nobel 

- Veterinary  Workshops,  Dr.  Lyle  McNeal  and  other  practitioners 

- Weave  a Real  Peace:  Textile  Arts  and  Economic  Development,  Linda  Temple 

Saturday 

11:30  a.m.,  Navajo-Churro  Sheep  Association  Annual  Meeting 

5:30-7:00  p.m..  Free  Sheep  Cook-out 

7:00  p.m..  Poetry  Reading  and  Storytelling 

Sunday,  9:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Prayer  service.  Shade  House 

Special  Events 
Sunday,  Dune  27,  1999 

The  third  Annual  Two  Grey  Hills  Trading  Post  Centennial  Celebration.  A 
social  event  with  foot  races,  games,  weaving  demonstrations,  sheep,  wool, 
music,  the  opportunity  to  visit  old  friends  and  make  new  ones.  TGH  Trading 
Post  is  located  off  NM  666  west  of  Newcomb.  Call  505-789-3270  for 
information  and  directions.  Maps  available  at  Sheep  is  Life. 

Friday  - Sunday,  Duly  9 - 11,  1999 

The  Farmington  (New  Mexico)  Museum  presents  a Sheep  is  Life  weekend  in 
conjunction  with  the  photo  exhibit  and  panel  discussion,  "Return  to 


Dine'tah,"  Stacia  Spragg,  photographer.  Funded  in  part  by  the  New  Mexico 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities  and  the  New  Mexico  Arts  Division. 


Presenters  and  Artists 
Black  Mesa  Weavers 

Marie  Campos,  IAIA  Native  American  Pastoral  Textile  Program 

Dine'  ba'  aana'  and  Curriculum  Team:  Sharon  Begay,  Alta  Begay,  Lena  Benally, 

Herman  Cody,  Dan  Cody,  Wallace  Hays,  Abraham  Dones,  A1  Largo,  Doan  Thompson, 

Bessie  Yellowhair 

Tina  Deschennie,  Poet  and  Writer 

Louva  Dahozy,  Nutritionist 

Cindy  Dvergsten,  Holistic  Management 

Dine'  College:  Tommy  Lewis,  Dr.,  Ed.D.,  President,  Secody  Hubbard,  Dohnson 
Dennison,  Harry  Walters 

Nava jo-Churro  Sheep  Association:  Connie  Taylor,  Registrar;  Dr.  Barbara 
Merickel 

Navajo  Sheep  Project:  Art  Allison,  Dr.  Lyle  McNeal,  Nancy  McNeal,  Dudy  Chism 

New  Lands  Range  Program:  Norman  Lowe 

Leona  Natani,  Spinner 

Sarah  Natani,  Weaver 

Larry  Noble,  Councilman 

Mark  Peterson,  Sheep  Dog  Trainer 

Stacia  Spragg,  Photographer 

Maggi  Tchir,  Feltmaker 

Craig  Watson,  Rug  Restoration 

Weave  a Real  Peace:  Linda  Temple 

and  more  to  be  invited. 

Project  Organizers: 

Din'  ba'  aana'.  Dine'  College,  the  IAIA  Native  American  Pastoral  Textile 
Project,  Navajo-Churro  Sheep  Association,  Navajo  Sheep  Project,  and  Recursos 
de  Santa  Fe,  a nonprofit  organization. 

Sheep  is  Life  is  funded  in  part  by  grants  from  the  Arizona  Arts  Commission 
and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  Interweave  Press,  the  New  Mexico 
Cuarto  Centenario  Commission,  the  New  Mexico  Endowment  for  the  Humanities, 
and  New  Mexico  Arts. 

Contributions  are  appreciated  and  may  be  made  to  Sheep  is  Life/Recursos  de 
Santa  Fe,  a private,  nonprofit  organization  with  501c3  tax-exempt  status. 
Mail  to  826  Camino  de  Monte  Rey,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87505. 

For  more  information,  call  Bessie  Yellowhair,  Dine'  ba'  aana',  520-871-5389; 

e-mail  sznjmsn@aol.com;  or  call  Recursos  at 

800-732-6881. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

May  28-30 

Viet  Nam  Veteran's  Celebration  & pow  wow 
Anadarko,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds.  405-247-3320 
Delaware  Pow  wow 

Copan,  Falleaf  Dance  Grounds.  918-336-5272 
May29-30 

Native  American/Natural  Craft  & Demonstration  Show 
Checotah,  Fountainhead  State  Park.  918-689-4607 
May  31 

Memorial  Day  Dance 

Pawnee,  Pawnee  Nation  Reserve.  918-762-4691 
Dune  1 - August  29 

First  Americans,  First  Oklahomans:  Indian  Peoples 
Oklahoma  City,  Red  Earth  Indian  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  5 

Red  Earth  Auction 

Oklahoma  City,  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame.  405-427-5228 
Dune  10-13 

Red  Earth  Native  American  Cultural  Festival 
Oklahoma  City,  Myriad  Convention  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  18-19 
Peoria  Pow  wow 
Miami.  918-762-4691 
Dune  18-20 
Iowa  Tribal  Pow  wow 

Perkins,  4 miles  S.  of  Perkins  on  Hwy  177.  405-547-2402. 

Dune  19-20 

Creek  Nation  Festival  & Rodeo 
Okmulgee,  Creek  Nation  Compound 
918-756-6172  . 800-355-5552 
Dune  25-27 
Potawatomi  Pow  wow 

Shawnee,  Tribal  Grounds.  405-275-3121 
Dune  25-27 

Potawatomi  Days  All  Indian  Golf  Tournament 
Shawnee,  1901  S Gordon  Cooper  Dr.  405-275-4471 
Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Homecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  16:20:09  -0500 

From:  Northen  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Subj : Tribal  Language  Meeting  (fwd) 


Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  15:30:35  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Harold  Ironshield  <harold@pepp.org> 

The  next  Tribal  Language  Meeting  will  be  hosted  by  Cankdeska  Cikana 
Community  College  on  Dune  4th,  1999  beginning  at  10  am  to  5pm  on  the 
Spirit  Lake  Nation  Reservation.  This  meeting  will  be  partly  to  organize 
for  the  upcoming  Northern  Plains  Language  Conference  being  sponsored  by 
the  Language  Committee  and  is  being  held  in  November.  Input  for  ideas  and 
speakers  to  facilitate  language  workshops  is  needed.  Also,  a conference 
planning  committee  needs  to  form  and  begin  working  to  plan  the  conference. 
A site  needs  to  be  designated  in  the  Northern  Plain  region.  If  you  are 
interested  please  attend  the  meeting.  For  information  you  can  call  Erich 
Longie  at  701-766-4415  or  Harold  Iron  Shield  at  218-236-5434  before  the 
meeting. 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj:  psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 

May  28-30th 

Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 

Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 
Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
12  Stirling  Ave 


Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 
K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


The  Cathedral  Lakes  May-Day  Celebration  (Pow  Wow)  will  be  held  May  21, 

22  & 23,  1999,  Keremeos,  Southern  B.C.  Canada,  in  the  beautiful  Ashnola 
Valley  where  you  will  be  surrounded  by  cliffs  and  there  is  plenty  of 
camping  along  the  Ashnola  River. 

FIOST  DRUM:  1995/96/98  World  Class  singing  Champions  - High  Noon, 

Flobbema,  Alberta,  Canada 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES:  Derry  Meninick  - Yakama  - Toppenish,  Wa.  U.S.A. 
ARENA  DIRECTORS:  Alex  0.  Shepherd  - Paiute/Nava jo  - St.  George,  Ut . U.S.A. 
FIONORARY  DRUM:  Dine'  Nation  Dr.'s  - Tuba  City,  Arizona,  U.S.A. 

SPECIAL  GUEST  : LITEFOOT  - Concert  Saturday  evening. 

GRAND  ENTRIES:  Fri.  -7:00  pm.  Saturday  & Sunday  - 1:00  pm.  & 7:00  pm. 

HAND  DRUM  CONTEST  - Northern  style 

DUNIOR  DAMES  SPECIAL  - Boys  5 years  old  and  under 

ADULT  CATEGORIES:  Mens:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Womens:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
TEEN  CATEGORIES:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
DUNIOR  CATEGORIES:  7 - 12:  Boys:-  Traditional,  Grass  & Fancy 

Girls:-  Traditional,  Dingle  & Fancy 
ADULT  GOLDEN  AGE:  Mens:  - Combined 

Womens:-  Combined 

STICKGAME  TOURNAMENT 

Starting  Saturday,  May  22/99  at  noon. 

HORSE  RACING  99 

Sat  & Sun,  May  22  & 23/99  at  4:00  pm. 

And  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  VENDORS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

FOOD  CONCESSIONS 

$100.  per  day  or  $275.  for  the  weekend 

Please  pay  before  set  up  - provide  your  own  generators 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  - DAY  BEGAYE  AT  1-250-499-7056 

NO  COLLECT  CALLS  -PLEASE! 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation . .for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : DOHN  DEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce. 

Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 
powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5021 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  21:52:45  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : More  May  Pow  Wows 

Late  Breaking  Spring  Events  & Updates 

May  21-22:  Charles  Chibitty  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  Laredo  Civic  Center 
Ballroom,  Laredo,  TX.  Info:  (210)  337-1418. 

May  21-23:  Memphis  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Shelby  Farms  Showplace  Arena,  Memphis, 
TN.  Info:  (901)  375-4877. 

May  22-23:  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow,  Kapiolani  Park  Bandstand,  Honolulu,  HI. 
Info:  (808)  947-3206  or  (808)  242-9217. 


May  28-30:  Feast  of  the  Flowering  Moon,  Yoctangee  Park,  Chillicothe,  OH . 
Info:  (740)  775-2121. 

May  28-30:  Southern  Ute  Bear  Dance  Festival,  Sky  Ute  Event  Center,  Ignacio, 
CO.  Info:  (970)  563-0119  or  563-4575. 

May  28-31:  Delaware  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Copan,  OK. 
Info:  (918)  336-5272. 

May  28-30:  Tulsa  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Info:  (918)  743-3628  or  664-9242. 

May  29-31:  Moon  When  the  Ponies  Shed  Pow  Wow,  Fort  Flayes  Educational  Center, 
Columbus,  OH.  Info:  (614)  443-6120. 

May  29-30:  Native  Nations  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cajundome,  Lafayette, 
LA.  Info:  (318)  588-4496. 

May  29-30:  Alton  Pow  Wow,  Lions  Club  Park,  Alton,  MO.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 
May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shephardsville,  KY. 

Info:  (502)  331-9792. 

Abbreviations:  AD-Arena  Director;  MC-Master  of  Ceremonies;  HD-Host  Drum; 

ND  - Northern  Drum;  SD  - Southern  Drum;  HS  - Head  Singer;  HL  - Head  Lady; 

HM  - Head  Man;  HG-Head  Gourd  Dancer;  FP-Flute  Player;  ST  - Story  Teller; 

GE  - Grand  Entry;  HH:  Host  Motel;  HV  - Head  Veteran. 

Note:  This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge,  upon  request.  Feel  free  to  copy 
it  & share  it  with  your  friends.  To  subscribe  or  unsubscribe,  or  to  add  or 
correct  an  event,  please  send  an  e-mail  message  to  wanige@AOL.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  18  May  1999  09:17:41  -0500 
From:  Christine  Penney  <cpenney@CSS. EDU> 

Subj : Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  May  17-21 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  05/14  6:32  PM  >>> 

Dt:  May  14,  1999 

Re:  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  May  17-21 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  May  17-20,  1999 

MON  - 5/17:  Living  Together  Out  of  Wedlock: 

More  and  more  couples  are  moving  in  together  before  they  are  married.  Many 
maintain  that  this  is  the  best  way  find  out  if  they  are  compatible  before 
they  tie  the  knot.  But  new  evidence  shows  that  your  marriage  is  less  likely 
to  work  if  you  live  with  your  partner  first.  How  do  you  feel  about 
co-habitation  before  marriage?  Guests  include  marriage  analyst  David  Popenoe 
TUE  - 5/18:  Music  Maker:  Chief  Dim  Billie: 

Chief  Dim  Billie  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  sending  his  story 
across  America  with  the  release  of  his  new  CD,  Alligator  Tales.  While  paying 
homage  to  ancient  tribal  legends  heard  as  a child,  he  also  observes  a world 
stretched  beyond  the  mysterious  Big  Cypress  swampland  of  his  origins.  Doin 
us  for  our  Music  Maker  Edition. 

WED  - 5/19:  Eagle  Repository: 

Many  of  our  sacred  tribal  ceremonies  rely  on  Eagle  feathers  and  other  parts 
of  this  extraordinary  feathered  creature.  But  because  of  its  status  as  a 
national  symbol  and  its  listing  as  an  endangered  species.  Native  people  have 
to  go  through  a long  and  burdensome  process  through  a repository  in  Denver 
to  obtain  Eagles  and  their  feathers.  Should  Native  people  be  able  to  capture 
and  kill  Eagles  for  ceremonial  purposes? 

THU  - 5/20:  Pecos  Ancestors'  Bones  Returning  Home: 

The  remains  of  more  than  2,000  ancestors  of  the  Pecos  Indians  are  to  be 
returned  next  weekend  to  northern  New  Mexico  in  what  is  being  called  the 
nation's  largest  act  of  repatriation . The  remains  have  been  stored  at 
Phillips  Academy  in  Massachusetts  and  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and 
Ethnology  at  Harvard  University  since  the  early  1900' s.  Demez  Pueblo 
officials  have  spent  eight  years  getting  the  remains  returned.  Has  the 
healing  process  for  Native  people  begun? 


FRI  - 5/21:  Animal/Human  Relations: 

They  may  be  four-footed  or  even  two-winged,  but  our  pets  often  become  as 
much  of  our  family  as  any  of  the  two-footed  members.  We  Americans  spend  a 
lot  of  money*billions  of  dollars*on  our  pets.  And  according  to  psychologists 
and  therapists,  pets  give  us  a lot  in  return,  including  a better  mental  and 
emotional  attitude,  loin  host  Sharon  McConnell,  her  cat  and  her  guests  as 
the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  discusses  the  healthy  power 
of  pets. 


Eric  Martin 

AIROS  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  lohn  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  Indian  Radio  on  the  Internet  24  hours  a day  at 

airos.org/audio.html  and  don't  forget  to  get  added  to  our  electronic  program 
guide  by  e-mailing  us  at  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Frederick  Koruh  via  April  Mondragon-Abbott,  Marthe  E Ture, 
lohn  Wm  Sloniker,  MexicoPeace,  Lotanna,  Irma  L.  Muniz,  Harvey  Arden, 
lanet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Nancy  Thomas,  lose  Boner, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 

Christine  A.  Penney,  M Cata,  lust  an  Old  Man,  Margrete  Strand-Rangnes 


From  gars@netcom.com  Fri  May  28  09:00:09  1999 
Date:  Tue,  25  May  1999  18:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.022 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cherokee  planting  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Mohawk  big  leaf  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 
UUCP  email;  http://worldpeaceday.com/1999/  http://wintercount.org/ 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Indian  kids  lose  touch  with  their  traditions  in  cities.  Their 
traditions  are  gone.  Sports  can  elevate  them  to  different  levels. 

They  become  part  os  something." 

Clark  Tall  Bull,  Cheyenne,  co-founder  Blue  Pony  Lacrosse  Program 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
| States  Constitution,  | 

j so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  - + 

| Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  i 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  I 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  space  is  the  only  place  in  this  newsletter  where  I open  up  and  speak 
about  things  which  I believe  matter.  The  rest  of  the  newsletter  belongs 
to  those  who  write  the  articles,  and  to  the  readers  who  give  them  place  to 
be  received.  Often,  I express  concern  over  problems  I think  we  have  the 
power  to  resolve. 

This  issue  I wish  to  send  thanks  to  Shirley  Bruised  Head,  education  officer 
for  Head-Smashed-In  Buffalo  Dump,  near  Fort  Mcleod,  Alberta.  This  special 
lady  reacted  as  many  of  us  do  to  the  countless  photos  on  display  in  books 
and  museums  that  are  simply  identified  as  "Plains  Indians  at  a Gathering" 
or  maybe  "Blackfoot  Hunting  Party"  that  trivialize  the  people  depicted  in 
the  photos  as  just  some  more  nameless  Indians. 

She  took  it  upon  herself  to  identify  and  give  names  to  the  people 
displayed  at  the  Head-Smashed-In-Buffalo  Dump  Museum  and  other  provincial 
museums,  mostly  of  Blackfoot  people  and  Stoney  people.  She  has  founded 
Lost  Identification  Project:  A Dourney  for  Rediscovery.  She  hopes  the 
"rediscovery"  will  come,  to  not  only  the  nameless  faces  in  the  photos,  but 
also  to  their  living  descendants. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Pride  in  who  we  are  has  been  tarnished  by  the  countless  misdepictions 
in  media  and  in  educational  materials.  It's  an  honor  to  recognize  the 
efforts  of  this  lady. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

I have  received  a copy  of  Leonard  Peltier's  book: 

Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance,  edited  by  Harvey  Arden. 

The  official  publication  date  is  Dune  26,  1999.  Advance  orders  are  being 
taken  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

This  is  not  just  another  autobiography.  It  is  a walk  on  a path  only  few 
can  even  imagine.  If  your  next  book  purchase  is  your  last  book,  your  100th 
book,  or  your  only  book  this  needs  to  be  that  book. 

PRISON  WRITINGS:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance,  by  Leonard  Peltier,  edited  by 
Harvey  Arden,  forwarded  by  Ramsey  Clark,  introduction  by  Chief  Arvol 
Looking  Horse.  St.  Martin's  Press.  ISBN  # 0-312-20354-3 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30227,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Ceremony  for  Ingrid  Washinatowak 


Date:  Sun,  23  May  1999  20:19:20  -0400 

From:  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf  <lonesomewolf@surfree . com> 

Subj : Ceremony  for  Ingrid  Washinatowak 

By  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf 
5/22/99 

On  the  steps  of  The  Cathedral  of  St.  Dohn  the  Divine,  in  NYC  are  people 

of  all  colors,  people  dressed  in  many  different  kinds  of  clothing 

Some  in  ribbon  shirts.. some  in  African  robes...  some  in  Moslem  dress  and 
head  coverings.  Women,  men,  old,  young  speaking  English,  Spanish,  French, 
Arabic....  They  came  from  Minnesota,  California,  Guatemala,  Palestine, 

South  Dakota,  Vermont They  are  Elders,  Professors,  Singers, 

Ambassadors,  Poets They  numbered  over  2,000. 

At  7 P.  M.  they  all  go  inside  the  vast  Cathedral  to  see  a screen  and  a 
number  of  monitors  all  with  the  same  picture,  that  of  Ingrid 
Washinawatok  El-Issa,  Flying  Eagle  Woman,  Menominee, . Elder  at  a young 
age.  Internationally  known  Indigenous  People's  Rights  Champion, 

Indigenous  Women's  Role  Model,  whose  enthusiastic  charisma  and  energy  was 
snuffed  out  on  March  4th,  1999  as  she  was  assassinated  after  being 
captured  in  Colombia  by  FARC. 

The  lights  dim  and  a violin  Sonata  is  offered,  followed  by  A Prelude  and 


Fugue  on  the  piano.  And  then  8 or  9 guys  come  up  and  sit  around  a drum. 

The  Silver  Cloud  Singers  start  an  honoring  song.  Though  the  Singers  are 
amplified,  the  drum  and  the  song  bounce  off  the  walls  of  the  cavernous 
cathedral,  giving  hair-raising  ethereal  quality  to  the  ancient  melody  and 
words.  You  know  you  have  entered  sacred  space 

First  a prayer  and  then  one  by  one  they  come,  offering  tribute  to  the 
the  late  wife  and  mother,  sharing  stories  of  her  triumphs,  her  spirit, 

her  humor,  telling  of  the  vacuum  left  by  her  crossing Names  you 

know...  others  you  don't...  All  of  whom  were  effected  by  her  smile,  her 

direction  and  her  example lake  Swamp,  lohn  Mohawk,  Audrey  Shenandoah, 

Margo  Thunderbird,  Clyde  Bellecourt,  Agnes  Williams,  H.E.  Mr.  S.  R. 

Insanally,  Ambassador  Permanent  Representative  of  the  Republic  of  Guyana 

to  the  U.N Esmerelda  Brown,  representing  Nobel  Laureate  Rigoberta 

Menchu  Turn Many  more.. 

The  group  Ulali  & Shy  Woman  First  sang  first  acapella,  then  with  hand 
drums,  and  then  joined  by  other  women,  sat,  sang  and  drummed  at  the  big 
drum,  the  heartbeat  of  Indian  spirit.  The  progress  of  women  back  to  the 
traditional  place  of  strength,  wisdom  and  power.  Ingrid  would  have  liked 
that . 

lohn  Trudell  read  a poem  and  then  reminded  those  assembled  that  the  case 
has  not  been  solved  and  should  be. 

A very  interesting  slide  show  took  place  being  accompanied  by  three 
ladies  from  the  Spiderwoman  Theater 

And  the  final  speaker,  Ingrid's  husband  of  17  years,  Ali  El-Issa  who  had 
his  best  friend  snatched  from  him  without  even  a chance  to  say  goodbye;  A 
man  who  has  helped  so  many  of  those  connected  to  Ingrid  in  someway,  to 
grieve;  A man  who's  strength  is  obvious;  who's  compassion  is  enviable, 
and  who  has  allowed  his  part  in  the  partnership  to  remain  in  the  shadows 
in  loving  deference  to  his  wife. 

Another  honoring  song  and  one  by  one  we  leave  the  sacred  place  never  to 
be  the  same  again,  with  a new  perception  of  our  friend  Ingrid.  We  leave 
the  sacred  place  inspired  to  try  to  harder  to  carry  on  as  Ingrid  taught  us, 
with  enthusiasm,  kindness  and  reverence. 

## 

The  Flying  Eagle  Woman  Fund  has  been  created  by  the  family  and  friends 
of  Ingred  Washinatowak  to  commemorate  her  work  and  values,  in  partnership 
with  the  Fund  of  the  Four  Directions. 

Contributions  can  be  sent  to:  The  Fund  of  the  Fourt  Directions  8 West  40th 
Street  Suite  1610  New  York,  New  York,  10018 

## 

Permission  is  granted  to  quote  all  or  part  of  this  article,  giving  credit 
to  the  author 

"RE : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day"  

Date:  Mon,  24  May  1999  20:14:31  -0400 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day 

http : //worldpeaceday . com/ 1999/ 
http : //winter count . org 

>From  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Florse 

As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of  Peace,  I, 
Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota,  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation,  would 
like  to  invite  the  world  to  recognize  Dune  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for 
global  healing.  Our  traditional  indigenous  ways  are  the  way  to  strengthen 
our  bonds  and  healing  for  our  Mother  Earth.  We  are  the  "root  nation", 

Hutkan  Oyate,  with  responsibility  to  turn  the  life  of  our  Mother  Earth 
around.  It  is  now  evident,  with  even  the  scientific  findings,  that  our 
course  is  leading  to  the  endangerment  of  our  tired  Mother  Earth.  We  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  what  is  prophesied  as  the  crossroads,  faced  with 
either  disaster,  chaos,  diseases,  with  tears  from  our  relatives'  (Mitakuye 
Oyasin)  eyes,  or  uniting  spiritually  with  all  nations  upon  Mother  Earth. 


This  is  a calling  for  the  world  to  seek  out  the  sacred  sites  and  bring 
awareness  to  the  energy  and  connection  that  exists  there  to  our  Mother 
Earth.  In  the  past,  there  has  been  clear  research  findings  of  people 
coming  together  spiritually,  praying  for  a healing,  and  our  Mother  Earth 
responded  with  a visible  positive  energy  shift. 

This  year  we  are  completing  the  circle  to  the  South  direction  in  Costa 
Rica.  This  journey  started  in  1996  at  Grey  Horn  Butte,  Wyoming  and  circled 
to  the  North  in  1997,  to  the  Cree  Nation  of  the  Doseph  Big  Head 
Reservation,  and  then  to  the  East  at  the  Sacred  Pipestone  Quarries  in  1998. 
Costa  Rica  has  been  chosen  as  the  Southern  site  to  complete  the  circle 
because  of  the  need  to  support  what  is  already  established  there  with  the 
efforts  of  the  University  of  Peace  and  its  non-military  existence.  We  are 
inviting  the  surrounding  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  South  and  all 
Indigenous  people  of  the  world  to  either  join  us  or  go  to  their  sacred 
site  if  it  is  not  possible  to  journey  to  Costa  Rica. 

According  to  our  star  knowledge.  Dune  21st  is  a time  to  pray.  We  have  this 
only  chance  to  unite  spiritually.  In  our  way  there  is  no  beginning  and  no 
ending  to  continue  to  work  toward  peace  and  harmony  for  our  Mother  Earth 
so  there  is  much  healing  for  our  nations  of  future  generations. 

May  peace  be  with  you,  all  life  upon  Mother  Earth. 

"RE : Backlash"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  23  May  1999  10:12:03  EDT 

Subj : Backlash  - including  death  threats,  obscenities  - prompts  call  for 
tolerance 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Backlash  - including  death  threats,  obscenities  - prompts  call  for 

tolerance 

By  PEGGY  ANDERSEN 

Associated  Press  Writer 

SEATTLE  (AP)  - Death  threats,  obscene  telephone  calls  and  racist  venom 
in  response  to  the  Makah  Indian  Tribe's  first  whale  hunt  in  decades  have 
shocked  religious  leaders  here,  who  called  for  tolerance  and  respect. 

"The  issue  is  one  that  really  touches  on  religious  freedom,"  said  Nancy 
Vineberg,  executive  director  of  the  American  Dewish  Committee's  local 
office  and  a member  of  the  multi-denominational  Church  Council  of 
Greater  Seattle. 

"Being  a country  founded  by  people  fleeing  religious  persecution  ...  I 
think  we  need  to  accord  the  Indian  nations  at  least  that  amount  of 
respect,"  Vineberg  said  Thursday. 

Protesters  at  the  Federal  Building  here  held  a candlelight  vigil  Monday 
- the  day  the  Makah  killed  a whale  - with  protest  signs  bearing  such 
messages  as  "Save  the  whales,  kill  a Makah." 

"We  live  in  Seattle  - a city  named  for  an  Indian  chief  . . . and  we  have 
so  little  respect  for  the  people  who  were  here"  when  Europeans  arrived, 
Vineberg  said. 

Protesters  maintaining  a presence  in  the  Neah  Bay  area  near  the  Makah 
reservation  have  decried  racism,  but  say  it  would  be  racist  not  to 
oppose  a hunt  by  Indians  when  they  oppose  whaling  by  others. 

"When  it  gets  into  the  race  issue,  I don't  support  that  at  all,"  said 
Kenny  Clark  at  the  Oregon-based  anti-whaling  group  Sea  Defense 
Alliance's  headquarters  at  Sekiu,  about  20  miles  east  of  Neah  Bay. 

"I  don't  see  it  as  a race  issue.  It's  about  an  animal  that  people  feel 
very  passionate  about  and  people  are  just  angry.  I think  some  of  those 
people  maybe  are  racist,"  Clark  said. 

"The  religious  aspect  I really  don't  think  most  people  are  taking  into 
account,"  he  said,  adding  he  was  angry  at  the  Makah  "not  for  their 


religious  beliefs,  I'm  angry  at  them  for  basically  making  a trophy  out 
of  this  animal  they  killed." 

Much  of  the  backlash  voiced  on  talk-radio  shows  had  to  do  with  what 
people  said  were  contradictions  between  the  lives  Indians  lead  today  and 
ancient  traditions,  Vineberg  said. 

"It  struck  me  you  could  say  this  about  any  religious  group  in  this 
country,"  she  said.  "We  hold  onto  our  religious  traditions  because  they 
give  our  lives  meaning." 

Many  were  upset  by  television  footage  of  the  kill,  Vineberg  noted. 

"I'm  sure  if  we  watched  deer  hunting  live,  or  the  slaughtering  of  beef 
live,"  many  people  might  swear  off  meat,  she  said. 

Anti-whaling  groups  have  complained  that  the  tribe  was  not  properly 
reverent  when  the  30-foot  whale  was  pulled  ashore  at  Neah  Bay.  The  Makah 
had  asked  media  crews  to  respect  their  privacy  during  religious 
ceremonies  and  prayers,  which  were  not  televised. 

Misunderstanding  about  Indian  culture  is  an  ongoing  problem,  said  lanine 
Bowechop,  executive  director  of  the  Makah  museum. 

"We  get  it  all  the  time  - 'I  thought  you  people  respected  the  Earth  and 
its  inhabitants.'  I don't  know  of  any  Native  Americans  that  have  been 
vegetarians,"  she  said. 

For  thousands  of  years,  whales  have  been  central  to  Makah  culture.  The 
Makah  consider  the  relationship  to  be  one  of  mutual  respect,  and  honor 
the  whales  for  their  sacrifice,  she  said. 

"The  songs  and  ceremonies  are  centuries  old,"  she  said.  "It's  difficult 
to  articulate  - it's  difficult  that  we  even  have  to  articulate  why  this 
means  so  much." 

Makah  officials  say  the  tribe  at  the  tip  of  Washington's  Olympic 
Peninsula  has  received  hundreds  of  threatening  calls.  On  the  Internet,  a 
Web  site  made  to  look  like  the  Makah 's  official  site  was  posted,  but 
with  anti-whaling  and  anti-Makah  words  and  pictures. 

Other  tribes  that  supported  the  hunt  also  received  threats,  including  an 
anonymous  caller  who  threatened  to  bomb  the  school  at  the  Puyallup 
reservation  near  Tacoma.  A Puyallup  canoe  was  on  hand  when  the  whale  was 
beached  Monday. 

"It's  just  not  acceptable  behavior  to  be  threatening  Indian  children  in 
school,  calling  in  death  threats  to  tribal  leaders,"  Vineberg  said. 

"I've  had  phone  calls  here  telling  me,  'I've  got  ...  a gun,  tell  me  who 
you  want  me  to  go  after,"'  said  Clark  with  the  Sea  Defense  Alliance  in 
Sekiu.  "I  tell  them  there's  been  one  death  out  here  already  (the 
whale's)  - we  don't  need  more.  Go  to  the  firing  range  if  you  want  to 
shoot  something." 

Bill  Wassmuth,  a former  Roman  Catholic  priest  who  now  heads  the 
Northwest  Coalition  Against  Malicious  Harassment,  noted  some  responses 
apparently  are  borne  out  of  long-held  prejudices. 

"While  some  people  are  objecting  out  of  concern  for  the  whales  ...  in 
many  cases  it's  clear  from  the  language  being  used  that  this  is  simply 
an  occasion  for  people  to  express  their  anti-Indian  bias  and  racism,"  he 
said . 

The  Makah  are  guaranteed  whaling  rights  under  their  1855  treaty  - the 
only  Indian  treaty  to  contain  such  a provision.  Some  opponents  suggest 
such  treaties  are  outdated  and  should  be  scrapped. 

"I  don't  know  what  to  say  to  those  people,"  Bowechop  said.  "The  Bill  of 
Rights  was  authored  a long  time  ago,  and  so  was  the  Constitution." 

Fortunately,  she  said,  "I  think  a lot  of  Americans  take  pride  in 
honoring  contracts  made  even  150  years  ago." 

The  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service,  which  monitored  the  hunt,  agrees, 
said  spokesman  Brian  Gorman. 

"The  United  States  has  such  a clear  obligation  to  the  Makah  Indians.  ... 
That  to  ignore  it  or  in  some  tortured  way  to  reinterpret  it  would  be  a 
terrible  error,"  he  said. 

"We  are,  as  a government,  neutral  on  whether  the  Makah  should  hunt  - 
that  is  their  decision  to  make,"  Gorman  said. 

"We  are  certainly  not  neutral  on  the  Makahs'  treaty  right  to  hunt 
whales.  That  is  a non-issue.  They  have  it,  it's  written  down,  the  United 
States  government  agreed  to  it..."  he  said. 


"It's  easy  to  support  something  you  agree  with.  What's  much  more 
difficult  is  to  stand  by  an  agreement  that  makes  a lot  of  people 
uncomfortable/'  Gorman  said. 

The  Makah  "gave  up  thousands  and  thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  exchange 
for  articulating  a right  that  they  always  had  anyhow  - to  fish  and  hunt 
and  whale  and  seal  in  their  usual  and  accustomed  places/'  Gorman  said. 

A1  Ziontz,  recently  retired  as  the  Makah 's  tribal  attorney  after  36 
years,  participated  in  a New  York-area  talk  show  about  the  hunt 
Wednesday  and  found  the  callers'  sentiments  "frightening  - not  only  the 
anti-whaling,  but  the  intolerance  toward  the  idea  of  any  Indian 
exception  to  mainstream  culture." 

Some  contend  the  whale  - a 30-foot,  5-inch  female  - was  too  young  to  be 
taken.  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society  leader  Paul  Watson,  also 
featured  on  the  radio  program,  called  the  Makah  "baby-killers,"  Ziontz 
said . 

It  was  an  immature  whale,  but  "certainly  not  a calf,"  Gorman  said.  The 
Makah  were  barred  from  targeting  females  with  calves. 

"As  far  as  the  conditions  of  the  management  plan  are  concerned,  from  the 
time  first  harpoon  was  thrown  until  the  time  butchering  of  the  carcass 
was  completed,  everything  went  according  to  plan,"  he  said. 

NMFS  reported  80  percent  to  90  percent  of  the  edible  meat  and  blubber 
had  been  removed  from  the  carcass  by  3 a.m.  Tuesday,  the  work  done  by 
tribal  members  and  a visiting  Alaska  native  with  whaling  experience. 

Critics  complained  he  was  paid  for  his  help. 

"We  paid  this  man  in  eagle  feathers  and  gifts,"  Bowechop  said. 

Seeking  expert  advice  was  "practical  and  logical,"  she  said.  "Even  this 
we're  being  criticized  for." 

http : / /www. t rib . com/HOMENEWS/STATE/MakahWhaling. html 

"RE : Spiritual  Beliefs"  

Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  20:00:46  -0700 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Subj : Spiritual  beliefs 

Spiritual  beliefs  propel  both  whalers  and  foes 

http : //www . seattletimes . com/news /local/html98/wh a 1_19990 520 . html 
by  <esorensen@seattletimes . com>  Eric  Sorensen 
Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

NEAH  BAY,  Clallam  County  - For  anti-whaling  activist  Jonathan 
Paul,  the  defining  moment  came  at  the  age  of  15,  when  he  dropped  a 
large  rock  on  a chickadee  wounded  by  a friend. 

"It  changed  my  life,  like  that,"  Paul  said. 

For  Donny  Swan,  23,  it  came  Monday  as  he  put  the  second  harpoon  in 
a gray  whale,  helped  pull  it  close  to  the  surface,  and  dove  into  the 
water  to  run  a towline  around  its  tail. 

Paul's  moment  convinced  him  it  was  wrong  to  kill  - anything. 

Swan's  moment,  part  of  the  Makah  Indians'  first  successful  whale 
hunt  in  more  than  70  years,  crystallized  the  purpose  of  his  tribe's 
quest  and  justified  one  of  the  most  controversial  hunting  trips  in 
local  history. 

"There  are  no  words  to  describe  it,"  Swan  said.  "I  felt  the 
ancestors  were  out  there  spiritually.  It  happened  at  the  right  time 
and  the  right  place.  I think  it  was  meant  to  be." 

The  two  men  could  not  be  further  apart.  Paul  was  born  to  wealth; 

Swan,  like  about  half  of  his  tribe's  members,  is  unemployed.  Paul  is 
a radical  environmentalist  who  was  bent  on  stopping  the  hunt  in  which 
Swan  played  a central  role. 

Both  believe  their  missions  are  driven  by  religious  conviction. 

"For  us  to  protect  the  whales  is  the  most  honorable  and  spiritual 
thing  we  can  do,"  said  Paul,  who  is  with  the  Sea  Defense  Alliance. 

The  controversy  over  the  hunt  was  different  from  other  environmental 
battles,  which  more  often  pit  ecologically  minded  activists  against 
business  concerns  or,  more  recently,  property-rights  proponents. 

Spirituality  was  gasoline  on  the  fire  here,  giving  both  sides  a 


conviction  without  compromise.  It  transformed  a few  ragtag  groups 
into  organizations  of  incredible  will  and  resolve. 

It  infused  an  environmental  and  animal-rights  dispute  with  the 
emotions  of  a religious  war. 

When  the  notion  of  a Makah  whale  hunt  started  gathering  steam  more 
than  a year  ago  - after  the  International  Whaling  Commission  cleared 
the  way  for  the  tribe  to  take  up  to  five  gray  whales  a year  - some 
people  in  Neah  Bay  wondered  whether  a crew  made  up  of  so  many  rough- 
edged  bachelors  was  up  to  the  task. 

"There  was  so  much  doubt  in  the  community  because  of  the  mix  of 
men  that  were  in  there/'  said  tribal  member  Ryland  Bowechop.  "If  you 
knew  these  guys  before,  you  wouldn't  recognize  their  personality, 
their  physical  appearance,  how  they  speak  in  public  now.  We  have 
treatment  centers  that  aren't  able  to  do  that  for  people." 

The  turnaround  began  last  Dune,  as  whaling  captain  Wayne  Dohnson 
had  the  crew  out  paddling  nearly  every  night.  Over  time,  they  got 
stronger.  Several  quit  drinking  for  the  hunt.  They  grew  closer 
together,  sweating  and  praying. 

Darrell  Markishtum,  a Makah  f isheries-management  technician  and 
the  crew's  unofficial  chaplain,  took  to  teaching  them  Makah  words. 

"It  took  a lot  just  to  get  to  this  point,"  Markishtum  said  the 
other  day.  "A  lot  of  training,  a lot  of  prayers." 

Twenty  miles  away  in  Sekiu,  the  closest  source  of  fuel  and  moorings 
off  the  Makah  reservation,  protesters  last  fall  began  their  own  rituals 
as  they  awaited  the  hunt. 

Chuck  Owens,  a former  commercial  fisherman  from  Doyce,  Clallam 
County,  and  co-founder  of  the  Peninsula  Citizens  for  the  Protection 
of  Whales,  remembers  the  evening  of  Oct.  1,  around  a campfire.  Nearby 
was  a 3-foot  sculpture  of  a whale  with  beaming  children  riding  on  its 
back.  Two  women  sang  a song,  "The  Last  Leviathan,"  about  the  last 
whale  to  die  on  the  planet. 

"It  was  really  a spiritual  moment  when  we  sat  around  that  campfire," 
said  Owens,  whose  group  periodically  blocked  traffic  at  the 
reservation  entrance. 

Spirituality  is  hard  to  define  as  it  is;  environmental  spirituality 
can  be  even  harder  to  pin  down,  though  it  has  been  attempted  by  people 
such  as  Henry  David  Thoreau  and  Dohn  Muir. 

"There  is  no  church  here,"  said  Rik  Scarce,  a sociologist  and 
historian  of  the  environmental  movement  who  teaches  at  Montana  State 
University  in  Bozeman.  Scarce  and  Donathan  Paul  were  held  in  a 
Spokane  jail  for  nearly  160  days  in  1992  and  1993  for  refusing  to 
testify  about  an  Animal  Liberation  Front  activist  who  was  believed 
to  have  vandalized  laboratories  at  Washington  State  University. 

Environmental  spirituality  is  not  always  obvious.  Scarce  said. 

It  might  be  practiced  in  odd,  on-the-spot  gestures,  such  as  putting 
a rock  in  the  crook  of  a tree  to  thank  the  natural  world,  or  the 
fireside  drumming  of  Earth  Firsters.  But  it's  persistent,  he  said. 

"It's  something  that  they  wear  constantly,  the  way  Christians  wear 
a cross  around  their  neck,"  he  said. 

In  general,  environmental  spirituality  embraces  the  notion  that 
all  living  things  are  connected.  The  feeling  can  be  particularly 
dramatic  when  it  involves  a 40-foot  whale. 

"You  kind  of  have  this  mutual  understanding  that  you  want  to 
check  each  other  out,"  said  Cheryl  Rorabeck-Siler,  an  Oregon  biology 
teacher  who  kayaked  past  the  whales  while  preparing  to  block  the  hunt 
last  fall.  "He's  purposely  coming  over  to  say,  'Hey.'  That  instant, 
where  you  can  reach  out  and  touch  them,  is  pretty  neat.  An  animal  of 
that  size  and  magnitude  and  intelligence  is  something  special." 

Paul  Watson,  the  anti-whaling  activist  of  the  Sea  Shepherd 
Conservation  Society,  whose  95-foot  boat  Sirenian  threatened  the 
hunt  for  months,  took  to  fighting  for  whales  after  a bison  appeared 
in  a vision  in  1973  and  told  him  to  protect  "the  bison  of  the  sea." 

He  said  his  resolve  was  only  steeled  in  the  mid- '70s  when,  during 
a Greenpeace  protest,  he  looked  into  the  eye  of  a whale  rising  out  of 
the  water  after  it  had  been  harpooned. 


"I  said  at  that  moment  I would  do  everything  I could  in  my  life  to 
protect  the  whales/'  he  said. 

In  a world  of  things  so  sacred  and  profane,  a controversy  such  as 
the  Makahs'  hunt  gains  an  extra  depth  and  edge. 

"The  argument  gets  notched  up  another  level/'  said  Scarce.  "It's 
not  vaguely  about  values,  but  it's  about  spiritual  values  - and 
spiritual  values  reflect  that  which  is  most  important  to  a culture. 
The  sides  lock  horns,  and  it  is  a struggle  to  the  death.  In  Neah  Bay 
it  was  a struggle  to  the  death  of  a whale,  and  one  side  won." 

It  was  a struggle  indeed.  On  Saturday,  Rorabeck-Siler  rode  a 
jet-powered  ski  between  the  Makahs'  hunting  boat  and  a whale,  simila 
to  what  Watson  had  done  with  fellow  Greenpeace  volunteers  more  than 
20  years  earlier. 

"It's  rare  that  we  win  issues,"  said  Jonathan  Paul,  whose 
Sea  Defense  Alliance  had  two  boats  taken  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 
Rorabeck-Siler ' s personal  watercraft  was  seized,  too. 

"It's  so  rare  in  this  world.  We  don't  compromise.  We  don't  go 
halfway.  We  go  for  our  goal.  So  we  don't  win  a lot." 

Meanwhile,  the  Makah  hunters  talk  a lot  about  the  hunt  going 
according  to  plan,  both  technically  and  metaphysically. 

Markishtum  spoke  reverentially  the  other  day  of  the  quiet  on  the 
water  as  the  crew  headed  out  Monday. 

"Everything  was  just  right,"  he  said.  "The  crew  was  together. 

It  was  focused  on  what  it  had  to  do." 

In  earlier  hunts,  the  crew  had  been  towed  to  the  hunting  grounds. 
This  time,  the  hunters  arrived  under  their  own  power.  There  were  no 
other  boats  in  sight. 

"Dust  us  and  the  whales,"  Markishtum  said.  "It  was  incredible, 
just  being  alone  with  nature.  In  our  training,  we've  always  been 
alone,  so  we  felt  at  home.  With  my  brothers,  there  was  nothing  we 
couldn't  do." 

They  took  the  first  whale  they  saw.  It  sounded  three  times,  rising 
so  close  at  last  that  the  harpooner  didn't  need  to  throw  his  weapon. 

After  the  whale  was  killed  with  two  .50-caliber  shots,  the  crew 
struggled  to  keep  it  from  sinking.  Swan,  who  was  to  sew  its  mouth 
shut,  couldn't  get  his  scuba  tank  to  work. 

He  jumped  in  without  a respirator  or  mask. 

"As  soon  as  I hit  the  water,  it  was  a major  adrenaline  rush,"  he 
said.  "I  felt  the  ancestors  there.  My  great-grandfather ' s birthday 
was  three  days  ago.  I was  saying,  'Happy  birthday.  Grandpa.'  It  was 
real  touching." 

Information  from  Seattle  Times  staff  reporter  Chris  Solomon 
is  included  in  this  report. 
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"RE : Comment  on  Whale  Controversy"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  23  May  1999  21:42:53  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  <jans@atlcom. net> 

Subj : Comment  on  Whale  Controversy 


> Isnt  that  what  has  been  happening  all  along  ...  divide  and  conquer. 

> 

>>  Now  we  hear  of  threats  to  the  Makah  and  even  other  Indians.  It  is  the 
>>  old  racist  hatred  rearing 

That  is  exactly  what  has  been  happening  for  five  hundred  years.  The 
invaders  from  across  the  water  saw  quickly  that  they  could  create  envy  and 
suspicion  among  us.  Many  of  our  tribes  had  lived  as  uneasy  neighbors  and 
had  warred  anyway  --  it's  not  accurate  to  say  we  had  lived  in  great  peace 
and  harmony  with  no  warfare.  So  it  was  easy  to  inflame  old  feelings, 
especially  by  using  new  fears,  and  introducing  new  and  more  powerful 
weapons,  and  by  providing  alcohol  to  dull  judgment. 

Yes,  the  Makah  traditions  are  shocking  to  some  and  even  offensive.  I 
daresay  that  if  people  knew  some  of  the  less  well-publicized  realities  of 
Lakota  traditional  ceremonies  that  are  still  practiced,  there  would  be  a 
storm  of  controversy  about  that,  too  (and  no,  I am  not  going  to  discuss 
the  details  and  feed  that  storm).  But  far  more  threatening  to  some  people 
than  any  shock  at  the  violence  or  potential  danger  to  the  whale  population 
is  the  fact  that  the  Makah' s insistence  on  their  treaty  right  to  hunt 
whale  is  a small  step  toward  tribal  sovereignty.  I'm  not  talking  about 
any  people  on  this  list  who  are  worried  about  tribal  sovereignty.  I'm 
pretty  sure  the  vast  majority,  if  not  all  of  us,  firmly  support  the  return 
of  sovereign  rights  to  the  Indian  nations.  I'm  talking  about  others 
OUTSIDE  our  group  who  stir  up  outrage  and  suspicion  among  us  against  each 
other  each  time  we  take  a step  that  makes  us  more  financially  independent 
or  increases  our  legal  right  to  make  our  own  decision  ("look  at  what  THEY 
are  doing?  Isn't  that  terrible!!!"  Somebody  ought  to  DO  something  to  stop 
them!").  These  people  don't  care  as  much  as  they  say  about  whales  or 
gambling  addicts.  Their  concern  is  that  Indians  are  becoming  "Indian" 
again  --  stepping  away  from  the  several-centuries-old  pressures  to  forget 
our  traditions  and  language  and  become  mainstream  suburban  consumers  who 
are  nominally  Christian  out  of  us.  And  they  are  falling  back  to  their  old 
familiar  tactic  of  turning  us  against  each  other  to  suppress  each  other 
for  them,  rather  than  facing  us  like  real  people  themselves. 

Those  who  hate  our  ways  know  many  of  us  love  animals.  They  know  we  are 
concerned  about  vanishing  wildlife  --  and  they  prey  on  our  sensitivities 
and  our  fears,  just  as  they  always  did.  Folks  --  I don't  believe 
wildlife  is  the  issue  truly  pushing  this  controversy.  I know  most  of  you 
are  truly  upset  by  the  things  you  saw  on  the  media,  and  I think  you  were 
INTENDED  to  be  upset  by  this  and  divided  against  the  Makah  people.  Think 
about  it.  When  did  you  last  see  any  Indian  nation  or  individual  get  THIS 
much  air  time  on  national  TV?  Indian  people  walked  500  miles  to  save  not 
just  one,  but  many  of  the  last  wild  herd  of  buffalo  in  Yellowstone  Park 
from  the  guns  of  Montana  this  winter.  Did  they  get  this  much  air  time?  I 
don't  think  so.  Instead,  a week  after  the  walk,  an  Indian  newspaper 
published  an  article  personally  attacking  the  walk's  leaders,  questioning 
their  past  histories  and  motivations.  And  the  Montana  DOL  won  in  court 
the  right  to  shoot  the  buffalo.  See  a pattern  here?  Each  winter  elderly 
people  die  suffering  from  the  cold  and  hunger  on  the  South  Dakota 
reservations  and  more  of  the  youth  of  many  tribes  die  of  addiction.  We 
don't  see  shock  and  outrage  about  this  on  TV  and  these  are  human  beings. 
Ask  yourself  why.  Who  profits  when  Indian  people  are  set  against  each 
other? 

Whether  or  not  you  are  personally  appalled  at  the  Makah' s traditions  -- 
I beg  of  you  not  to  get  caught  up  in  the  trap  of  trying  to  subvert  their 
struggle  for  sovereignty  --  their  right  to  make  a decision  some  of  us  may 
not  personally  approve  of.  Do  not  get  caught  up  in  the  arrogance  of 
assuming  they  "need  to  pray"  (presuming  they  have  not  because  they  haven't 
come  up  with  the  answer  somebody  with  different  traditions  likes)  or 
assuming  THEIR  traditions  need  to  change  because  somebody  else  doesn't 
care  for  them.  My  Creek  tribe  has  not  applied  to  the  Makah  for  approval 
to  restore  Creek  language  and  traditions.  We  would  only  hope  for  their 
support  in  our  right  to  do  so.  Please  lets  give  them  the  same  support 
instead  of  supporting  those  who  would  undercut  the  rights  and  sovereignty 


of  us  all. 


"RE : Way  of  Killing  that  is  Sacred"  

Date:  Sun,  23  May  1999  21:54:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  <jans@atlcom. net> 

Subj : [FWD:  way  of  killing  that  is  Sacred 

A friend  posted  this  on  a private  list.  Sadly,  he  doesn't  even  feel 
safe  posting  it  openly.  He's  experienced  too  much  pain  already  due  to 
divisiveness  among  his  own  people.  He  did,  however,  give  me  permission 
to  pass  it  on  if  I withheld  his  name.  I believe  the  ideas  he'd  shared 
are  worthy  of  attention. 

Thank  you,  my  friend,  for  sharing! 
lanet 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

There  is  a way  of  killing  that  is  Sacred. 

This  is  something  that  non-Indian  people  either  never  knew,  or  it's 
been  gone  so  long  from  their  cultures  that  they've  forgotten  it  entirely. 
Sadly,  we  too  have  forgotten  it.  Most  of  us;  the  Makah  are  an 
exception . 

We  kill  every  time  we  breathe,  every  time  we  move,  every  time  we  walk  or 
take  a shower.  For  good  or  ill,  and  I am  not  one  to  argue  (well.... not 
much)  with  Creator  about  this,  the  cycle  of  Life  is  also  a cycle  of 
Death.  If  we  believe  in  the  eternal  Spirit  in  all  things,  then  why  do 
we  continually  find  exceptions  to  argue  about?  That  Spirit  is  changing 
forms--like  clothes--all  the  time.  Sometimes  that  Spirit  is  a 
Whirlwind,  dancing  down  the  road  dressed  in  leaves  and  dust.  At  other 
times  it  is  a Whale,  swimming  through  the  ocean.  The  WAY  in  which  the 
form  is  changed  makes  a difference  to  that  Spirit,  not  the  FACT  of  it. 

I drive  past  a barren  stretch  of  land  that  was  only  yesterday  covered 
with  living  breathing  pine  trees  and  I hear  their  pain  and  feel  their 
sorrow.  No  one  said  please;  no  one  said  thank  you.  They  just  took 
them.  Killed  them. 

That's  why  all  the  things  made  from  trees  and  earth  and  stone--cars, 
computers,  even  that  Safeway  ribroast  my  wife  spoke  of--have  no  life,  no 
nourishment,  no  spirit.  Because  they  are  simply  taken,  as  though 
because  we  are  two-leggeds  with  this  "evolving  consciousness"  we  have 
the  right  to  kill  and  change  and  modify  everything  around  us  without  an 
ounce  of  respect. 

Far  from  being  villians,  the  Makah  people  may  be  some  of  the  handful 

left  on  the  face  of  the  planet  who  remember  to  say  please and 

thank  you. 


"RE;  Indians  Walk  80  Miles  for  Bones"  

Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  08:02:13  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  05-21-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Indians  Walk  80  Miles  for  Bones 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
5/20/99 

SANTA  FE,  N.M.  (AP)  --  As  a truck  loaded  with  the  bones  of  their 
ancestors  made  its  way  from  Massachusetts  to  New  Mexico,  more  than  200 
Pueblo  Indians  were  walking  on  an  80-mile  pilgrimage  to  be  there  when  it 
arrives . 

The  Indians  were  using  the  route  their  ancestors  took  160  years  ago, 
when  disease  and  warfare  decimated  Pecos  Pueblo.  Most  of  the  survivors 
moved  to  lemez  Pueblo,  now  a small  community  of  scattered  adobe  houses 
about  50  miles  north  of  Albuquerque. 


To  unify  the  tribe  and  reconnect  with  their  culture,  a large  group  of 
people  from  lemez  Pueblo  left  on  foot  Wednesday.  They  headed  through  the 
high  red  rock  area  of  northern  New  Mexico  through  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
Mountains  toward  Pecos  National  Historic  Park,  about  15  miles  east  of 
Santa  Fe. 

There,  on  Saturday,  they  will  meet  a truck  that  is  bringing  home  the 
bones  of  1,912  people  excavated  between  1915  and  1929  in  New  Mexico's 
upper  Pecos  Valley  by  archaeologist  Alfred  Kidder.  The  pueblo  plans  a 
burial  ceremony  at  the  monument. 

Harvard  University  handed  over  the  remains  Tuesday  in  the  largest  and 
perhaps  most  scientifically  significant  transfer  under  the  1990  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act,  which  requires  the  return 
of  Indian  artifacts. 

The  bones,  plus  objects  to  be  returned  next  week  from  Phillips  Academy 
in  Andover,  Mass.,  represent  the  foundation  of  scientific  knowledge  about 
early  cultures  of  the  American  Southwest,  said  lames  Bradley,  director  of 
the  Peabody  Andover  museum. 

lemez  Pueblo  Gov.  Raymond  Gachupin  said  the  walk  to  the  Pecos  monument 
was  a way  for  the  entire  community  to  get  involved. 

"I  think  it's  mostly  to  pay  tribute  to  our  ancestors  to  give  us  an  ide  a 
of  the  pain  and  tribulations  that  they  went  through,"  he  said.  "For  them, 

it  was  a matter  of  survival.  For  us,  it  is  a matter  of  respect." 

Walkers  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day,  included  the  young  and  old.  Some 
wore  traditional  attire  of  a cotton  dress,  sash  belt  and  moccasins,  while 
others  were  in  sweats  and  running  shoes. 

According  to  the  lemez  creation  story.  Father  Sun  warned  that  if  the 
people  neglected  or  forgot  the  traditional  ways,  he  would  take  their  lands 
for  someone  else.  Today,  the  culture  remains  strong:  Children  in  the  3, 
200-member  tribe  learn  their  traditional  language,  Towa,  before  English. 

"Other  pueblos  are  losing  their  language,"  tribal  official  Cruz  Toya 
said.  "The  reason  we  are  here  is  to  show  the  people,  our  ancestors,  we 
care.  By  doing  this  we  also  teach  the  kids  our  language  and  culture. 

Hopefully,  they  will  carry  this  on  and  tell  their  kids  the  history  we 

made . " 


"RE : Mexico  Rebel  Leader  Denies  Reforms"  

Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  08:02:13  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  05-21-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Mexico  Rebel  Leader  Denies  Reforms 
By  MICHELLE  RAY  ORTIZ 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
5/20/99 

LA  REALIDAD,  Mexico  (AP)  --  The  leader  of  Mexico's  Zapatista  rebels  has 
dismissed  election  reforms  by  the  ruling  party,  saying  an  upcoming 
presidential  vote  will  not  be  any  more  democratic.  Whoever  the  victor,  he 
said,  his  movement  would  continue  to  push  for  Indian  rights. 

The  ruling  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party,  or  PRI,  has  decided  for 
the  first  time  to  hold  primaries  to  select  a candidate  to  run  for 
president  in  Duly  2000  elections,  instead  of  following  the  tradition  of 
having  the  incumbent  --  in  this  case  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  --  pick  his 
successor . 

In  a rare  interview  with  a foreign  reporter,  the  Zapatistas' 
Subcomandante  Marcos  said  Tuesday  that  Zedillo  was  just  trying  to  appear 
that  he  is  expanding  democracy  --  while  the  system  will  still  allow  his 
political  machine  to  control  the  choice  of  nominee. 

The  man  seen  as  Zedillo's  personal  pick,  former  interior  secretary 
Francisco  Labastida,  got  a boost  Wednesday  when  two  potential  opponents, 
Veracruz  Gov.  Miguel  Aleman  and  Social  Development  Secretary  Esteban 


Moctezuma,  announced  they  would  not  nun  in  the  Nov.  7 primaries. 

That  leaves  two  other  major  challengers:  Tabasco  state  Gov.  Roberto 
Madrazo  and  former  Puebla  Gov.  Manuel  Bartlett,  who  is  also  a former 
interior  secretary. 

Marcos,  wearing  his  trademark  black  ski  mask  and  holding  an  AR-15 
assault  rifle  on  his  lap,  said  Zedillo's  free-market  cadre  within  the  PRI 
is  determined  to  put  a like-minded  candidate  in  place  rather  than  an  old- 
-style  populist  favoring  big  government,  which  would  describe  most  of  the 
other  contenders. 

The  president  is  also  under  pressure  to  keep  differences  between  the  two 
PRI  factions  from  exploding  --  as  many  Mexicans  believed  happened  in  1994 
when  PRI  candidate  Luis  Donaldo  Colosio  was  assassinated  at  a campaign 
rally. 

"The  main  goal  is  not  to  choose  a candidate,  but  to  choose  one  without 
bloodshed,"  Marcos  said.  Marcos  said  his  Zapatista  National  Revolutionary 
Army  will  continue  to  make  the  same  demand  of  the  next  president  -- 
greater  justice  for  Mexico's  poor  Indians. 

"Our  demands  will  not  change,"  he  said.  "The  attitude  of  the  Zapatistas 
toward  this  new  head  of  federal  government  will  be  the  same  regardless  of 
which  political  party  it  is." 

"RE : House  OKs  Land  Treaty  Restrictions"  

Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  01:14:27  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Subj : President  Nixon  started  this  land  giveaway  to  the  UN;  and  Now 
the  Demo's  want  to  keep  it  going! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

House  OKs  Land  Treaty  Restrictions 
By  DIM  ABRAMS  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  House  moved  Thursday  to  give  Congress  veto  power 
over  U.N.  land  designations,  with  supporters  saying  that  such  international 
actions  threaten  the  property  rights  of  Americans. 

The  bill,  opposed  by  the  administration  and  with  poor  prospects  in  the 
Senate,  would  require  congressional  consent  before  any  federal  land  can  be 
included  in  an  international  land  reserve.  It  is  aimed  specifically  at  two 
U.N.  programs  --  biosphere  reserves  and  World  Heritage  areas. 

Supporters,  led  by  Rep.  Don  Young,  chairman  of  the  House  Resources 
Committee,  said  the  Constitution  gives  Congress  alone  the  authority  to 
manage  federal  lands.  Young,  R-Alaska,  said  decisions  on  land  use  are  "a 
responsibility  of  Congress,  not  some  U.N.  committee  of  unelected 
bureaucrats . " 

Opponents  said  the  bill  addressed  a phantom  problem  because  the 
designations  give  the  United  Nations  no  control  over  U.S.  lands  and  change 
no  U.S.  laws.  Several  lawmakers  said  the  proposal  was  motivated  by 
unfounded  fears  of  the  United  Nations. 

"It  caters  to  the  suspicions  and  the  conspiracy  theories  of  extreme 
organizations  and  individuals,"  said  Rep.  Doseph  Hoeffel,  D-Pa.  "This 
really  ought  to  be  entitled  the  American  land  paranoia  act,"  added  Rep. 

Day  Inslee,  D-Wash. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  in  a statement,  said:  "President  Nixon 
signed  the  World  Heritage  legislation  as  a way  of  exporting  one  of 
America's  best  ideas,  our  national  parks.  I am  sure  we  can  expect  the 
Senate  again  to  ignore  (the  House  bill),  which  is  all  it  deserves." 

The  bill,  which  passed  by  voice,  gives  Congress  veto  power  over  World 
Heritage  areas,  a program  started  by  a U.N.  agency,  UNESCO,  in  1972  to 
identify  world  sites  of  exceptional  interest  and  universal  value. 

There  are  20  sites  in  the  United  States,  including  18  national  parks  such 
as  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  Independence  Hall  and  Yellowstone. 

The  bill  also  would  end  all  47  existing  U.N.  biosphere  reserves  in  the 
United  States  unless  Congress  authorizes  them  by  the  end  of  2003.  The 
program,  established  in  1968  for  the  study  of  environments  around  the 
world,  includes  the  Southern  Appalachian  Biosphere  Reserve,  which  covers 


six  states  in  the  southeast. 

The  bill  would  also  affect  16  wetlands  sites  under  a third  U.N.  program. 
Rep.  Bruce  Vento,  D-Minn.,  who  opposed  the  bill,  won  acceptance  of  an 
amendment  that  would  also  give  Congress  authority  to  stop  mining,  timber 
harvesting  and  other  foreign  commercial  activities  on  U.S.  lands.  Those 
activities,  he  said,  represented  a greater  threat  to  the  nation  than  the 
U.N.  designations.  The  vote  was  262-158. 

The  Republican  majority  tried  unsuccessfully  in  the  past  two  congresses  to 
move  similar  bills.  In  the  last  Congress  the  bill  passed  the  House  but  was 
never  taken  up  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  is  H.R.  883. 

AP-NY-05-20-99  1850EDT 

"RE : Kee  Begay  and  Kee  Shay  Letters"  

Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  03:34:23  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Kee  Begay  & Kee  Shay  Letters 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  19  May  1999  22:17:51  EDT 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

This  letter  from  Kee  Z.  Begay  was  sent  certified,  return  receipt  requested. 

As  you  will  notice,  Kee  never  received  a five-day  notice  prior  to 
impoundment.  Please  mention  this  when  you  call  the  BIA. 

Thanks, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha 

Kee  Z.  Begay 
P.O.  Box  869 
Pinon,  AZ  86510 

To:  Ms.  Heather  Sibbison 
Counsel  to  the  Secretary 
US  Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street  NW  Mail  Stop  4140 
Washington,  DC  20240 

To:  Ms.  Hilda  Manuel 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 

US  Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street,  NW  Mail  stop  4140 
Washington,  DC  20240 

My  whiteface  Hereford  cow-NI/MH  was  impounded  on  April  20,  1999.  I never 
received  a five-day  notice  of  intent  to  impound,  not  prior  to  the 
confiscation  or  at  anytime  thereafter. 

On  May  3,  1999,  was  the  first  time  that  I heard  that  my  animal  was 
impounded . 

I first  found  out  about  this  when  one  of  my  family  members  saw  a Notice 
of  Intent  to  sell  my  impounded  cow  in  the  Navajo  Times.  This  notice  said 
that  my  cow  would  be  sold  at  the  Valley  Livestock  Auction  in  Holbrook,  a 
public  auction  on  May  5,  1999.  Publishing  notices  in  the  Navajo  Times  is 
also  of  no  use  since  we  do  not  read  English  and  since  I have  no 
transportation  I was  unable  to  do  anything  on  such  short  notice.  And 
furthermore,  this  notice  in  the  Navajo  Times  does  not  fulfill  your  proper 
notice  requirements  since  this  was  the  first  time  we  heard  our  cow  was 
impounded.  It  is  before  impoundment  occurs  that  we  are  supposed  to  be 
served  a five-day  notice. 

My  cow  was  illegally  seized  without  proper  notice  as  required  in  25  CFR. 
This  has  caused  me  great  suffering.  I am  in  a helpless  position,  I cannot 


speak,  read  on  write  English.  My  wife  and  I both  suffer  health  problems 
and  I have  a heart  condition  and  just  got  discharged  from  the  hospital  on 
April  30th.  On  May  3,  when  we  found  out  we  had  no  way  to  even  contact  the 
BIA  as  we  have  no  transportation  and  we  had  to  watch  our  beloved  cow  sold 
at  auction  even  though  we  never  received  a five-day  notice.  This  means  that 
our  cow  was  stolen  away  from  us  and  we  were  unable  to  stop  it. 

How  much  suffering  must  we  endure  at  the  hands  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)?  I know  this  letter  will  not  give  me  back  my  cow  but  I 
request  you  take  action  to  remedy  this  situation.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  the  BIA  has  violated  me.  Please  make  sure  this  is  the  last  time. 

You  don't  even  follow  your  own  laws  which  request  prior  notification  be 
served.  Therefore,  I request  you  immediately  replace  my  cow  by  giving  me 
2 cows  for  the  hardship  this  has  cause  me.  If  you  do  not  do  this,  then 
you  are  saying  you  want  this  abuse  and  violation  to  continue.  And  if  you 
do  not  replace  my  cow,  then  I request  that  you  give  me  all  the  money 
collected  for  my  cow  at  public  auction. 

I urgently  request  that  your  BIA  officials  travel  with  a Dineh  translator 
as  most  of  my  people  do  not  speak  Hopi  or  English.  I also  request  a full 
set  of  records  of  the  sale  of  all  animals  bearing  my  brand  sold  at  auction 
since  a neighbor  told  me  they  saw  an  impoundment  trailer  coming  from  here 
full  of  cows. 

Please  respond  to  this  letter  immediately. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Kee  Z.  Begay 

cc:  Robert  Carolin,  Superintendent 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Hopi  Agency 

P.0.  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 


From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  19  May  1999  22:18:09  EDT 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

This  letter  from  Kee  Shay  was  sent  certified,  return  receipt  requested  to 
Wayne  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the  Hopi  Tribe.  It  is  our  hope  he  will  grant  an 
extension  of  time  to  Kee  Shay  so  that  we  can  obtain  copies  of  the  Ordinances 
cited  in  this  Order. 

Please  keep  the  pressure  up. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha 
Kee  Shay 
P.O.  Box  203 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

May  17,  1999 

Wayne  Taylor,  3r. 

Chairman,  The  Hopi  Tribe 
P.O.  Box  123 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor, 

I am  submitting  this  written  response  to  the  Office  of  the  Chairman  to 
verify  that  I received  the  Proposed  Order  of  Exclusion  on  May  7 by  US  mail, 
also  seen  hanging  on  the  wall  of  the  Kykotsmovi  post  office. 

This  date  of  May  7th  represents  the  earliest  date  of  receipt  since  no  notice 
appeared  in  the  Navajo  Times  during  the  week  of  May  6,  1999  and  no  notice 
appeared  in  the  Navajo  Hopi  Observer  during  the  week  of  May  5,  1999. 


Therefore,  counting  15  days  from  May  7th,  I have  until  May  22,  1999  to 
submit  a complete  response.  However,  of  significant  importance  to  the  merit 


of  my  response,  I must  ask  for  a 30  day  extension  beyond  May  22  until  Dune 
21,  1999  in  order  to  obtain  copies  of  the  following  documents  and  have  time 
to  review  its  contents: 

Ordinance  46  which  I believe  is  the  Exclusion  Order 
Ordinance  43,  which  I believe  is  the  Grazing  Ordinance 
Unknown  Ordinance  number  prohibiting  unauthorized  placement  and/or 
construction  of  dwelling  and  associated  structures  on  the  Hopi  Reservation 
and 

all  other  Ordinances  that  apply  under  2.  You  have  violated  other 
ordinances 

Please  send  me  copies  of  all  these  Ordinances  and  notification  that  you  have 
granted  me  an  extension  of  time  in  writing  to  my  address.  And  upon  receipt 
and  review  of  these  documents,  will  submit  my  response  prior  to  Dune  21, 
1999. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Kee  Shay 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : First  Lady  Ignores  Big  Mt."  

Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  09:34:36  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : First  Lady  Ignores  Big  Mt. 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  Bahe  Yazzie  Katenay  <byk@dana . ucc . nau . edu> 

Subj:  1st  Lady  Tour 

Greetings  Supporters, 

Since  I'm  Dineh  and  this  Turtle  Island  (North  America)  is  my  ancient 
country,  I have  every  right  to  state  my  opinion  and  refer  to  any 
government  official  as  appropriately  as  possible.  No  apologies  necessary. 

First  Lady,  "Hilter"  R.  Clinton  is  no  different  then  all  the  other  leaders 
of  this  'male-dominated'  society.  The  Big  Mountain  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
resistors,  mostly  women  elders,  have  written  numerous  letters  to  this  high 
government  official.  There  was  several  personal  but  official  letter  that 
members  of  the  Weaving  for  Freedom  (Dineh  weavers  collective)  send  to  the 
First  Lady,  and  asking  for  her  to  visit  the  weavers  homelands  and  witness 
the  situation  that  the  resistors  are  subjected  to. 

The  First  Lady's  secretarial  office  have  responded  but  there  was  no  direct 
response  from  the  First  Lady.  However,  despite  all  the  important  letters 
brought  to  her  attention  she  chose  to  "preserve"  asphalt-nature  trails  at 
the  Grand  Canyon  and  a rusty  telescope  that  sits  on  a hill  in  Flagstaff, 
Arizona.  She  stopped  in  Flagstaff  last  night  just  to  take  a look  at  Mars 
and  at  another  star.  Her  speech  basically  stated  that  it  is  most  important 
to  save  every  "treasure"  that  are  endangered  throughout  America.  Last 
night  in  Flagstaff  she  said,  "There  are  many  places,  just  like  in  your  own 
back  yards,  that  are  facing  endangerment . These  very  unique  sites  are 
well-document,  many  have  accumulated  archaeological  informations  and  many 
of  the  sites  still  hold  hundreds  of  artifacts.  So,  I just  want  to  make  all 
of  you  aware  that,  we  should  not  just  take  this  for  granted."  Mrs. 

"Hilter"  R.  Clinton  obviously  doesn't  think  that  the  last  traditional 


society  like  in  Big  Mountain  is  not  endangered,  or  that  it  should  be 
considered  as  a treasure. 

As  Americans,  I would  like  to  suggest  to  you  all  and  others  to  immediately 
write  to  the  First  Lady  that  she  missed  a natural  society  (that  is  only  a 
80  mile  helicopter  ride  from  Flagstaff)  which  needs  their  cultural  and 
land  preserved.  Tell  her  that  she  definitely  knew  where  she  was  at  and  her 
ignorance  shows  an  overall  "American  mentality"  of  denial  the  'ethic 
cleansing'  that  is  occurring  in  this  country.  Anyway,  just  state  to 
her  in  a kindly  manner  than  how  I have  stated  my  feelings. 

Again,  thank  you  to  all  for  your  time. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Barboncito,  Bahe 

"RE : Your  Support  is  Urgently  Needed"  

Date:  Tue,  18  May  1999  09:25:19  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  URGENTLY  NEEDED! 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Tue,  18  May  1999  02:34:25  PDT 

From:  "Alternative  Avenue  Arts  & Apothecary"  <altave@excite.com> 

YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  URGENTLY  NEEDED! 

The  Dine'h  people  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona,  desperately,  urgently  need 
your  help  to  stop  the  human  rights  violations  being  committed  against  them 
by  the  United  States  government.  They  have  been  given  the  ultimatum  that 
they  are  to  be  off  their  sacred  land  of  Big  Mountain  by  February,  2000. 

The  media  has  been  curiously  silent  about  this  entire  issue.  The  Dine'h 
people  need  your  help  to  force  the  national  media  to  make  public  the 
atrocities  that  they  are  having  to  endure.  They  also  need  your  help  to 
continually  remind  Congress,  the  President  and  Vice  President  that  the 
laws  that  were  enacted  to  cause  the  mistreatment  of  the  Dine'h  people  must 
be  repealed.  Time  is  running  out  for  the  Dine'h  people--and  for  us  all. 

Imagine  that  what  is  happening  to  the  Dine'h  people  is  happening  to  you 
and  your  family.  The  Dine'h  people  living  at  Big  Mountain  on  the  HP L (Flopi 
Partitioned  Land)  in  Arizona  are  the  victims  of  violations  of  human  rights, 
including  starvation,  denial  of  water,  forbiddance  to  gather  firewood  for 
heat  during  the  winter,  theft  and  mistreatment  of  their  livestock,  and 
attempted  genocide,  all  at  the  hands  of  the  United  States  government.  All 
attempts  to  take  the  matter  before  a court  of  law  have  been  blocked  by 
the  government  that  is  perpetrating  the  crimes.  Don't  take  my  word  for  it; 
but  don't  ignore  it,  either.  Learn  the  heartbreaking  details  that  can  be 
seen  and  read  in  the  many  articles  and  photographs  accessible  via 
http : //members . xoom . com/ senaa/index2 . html . 

The  land  upon  which  they  now  live  has  always  been  holy  to  the  Dine'h  and 
Hopi  people;  and  until  the  government  stepped  in,  the  two  tribes  willingly 
shared  the  sacred  site.  There  is  no  land  dispute;  and  according  to  both 
the  Dine'h  and  the  Hopi,  there  never  was.  The  dispute  was  a fabrication 
by  the  U.S.  government  designed  to  clear  the  area  so  that  Peabody  Coal 
Company  can  strip  mine  the  sacred  site.  That  fact  becomes  painfully  clear 
when  the  chronology  is  studied.  (http://www.applicom.com/vbm/Chron.htm) 

Read  the  accounts  and  study  the  photos  carefully. 

Remember  as  you  read  these  accounts  that  this  CAN  happen  to  YOU! 

If  the  U.S.  government  can,  at  its  whim,  pass  laws  and  enact  bills  that 
deny  the  Dine'h  people  virtually  all  human,  civil,  and  Constitutionally 
guaranteed  rights,  even  the  right  to  life  itself;  then  that  same 
government  can  do  the  same  thing  to  anyone!  The  government's  behavior  in 
this  case  renders  hypocritical  and  worthless  the  entire  foundation  of  the 
Constitution  and  all  other  laws  of  this  nation,  that  foundation  being  the 
Bill  of  Rights. 

If  the  foundation  of  the  United  States  government  is  destroyed,  how  can 
the  government  itself  survive?  For  what  purpose  did  all  the  American 
soldiers  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  fight  and 


die? 

Since  the  first  European  immigrants  began  colonizing  this  continent  and 
the  government  that  would  become  the  United  States  began  constructing 
itself,  it  has  mixed  its  mortar  with  the  blood  of  the  indigenous  people, 
formed  its  bricks  from  the  flesh  of  our  ancestors,  and  reinforced  its 
walls  with  our  ancestors'  bones.  We  cannot  change  the  past  by  reliving  it 
in  our  minds.  We  can  only  remember  the  bravery  of  our  ancestors  and  the 
bitter  lessons  that  we  have  learned  from  those  experiences.  But  we  CAN 
change  the  future  by  refusing  to  allow  the  United  States  government  to 
continue  its  massacre  of  our  people,  and  that  is  EXACTLY  what  is 
happening  to  the  Dine'h  people  at  Big  Mountain. 

The  difference  between  this  and  past  massacres  is  that,  instead  of  using 
overt  military  force  to  destroy  the  Dine'h  with  bullets  and  bayonets,  the 
government  is  resorting  to  the  Nazi's  early  tactics  of  masked  genocide, 
using  starvation,  thirst,  exposure  to  the  elements,  imposed  helplessness, 
and  radiation  contaminated  land  and  water  to  eradicate  people  who  stand 
between  government  and  the  almighty  dollar.  This  Dine'h  massacre  is  also  a 
massacre  of  spirit,  killing  the  spirit  of  independence  and  attempting  to 
mold  from  the  broken  remains  a spirit  of  weakness  and  dependence.  At  the 
same  time,  because  the  government's  own  laws  forbid  such  atrocities,  it 
enacts  new  laws  to  legalize  its  cruelty.  To  justify  these  new  laws,  the 
government  fabricates  stories  of  "land  disputes"  between  the  Hopi  and  the 
Dine ' h . 

The  truth  is  that  the  puppet  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils  that  were 
originally  created  by  the  U.S.  government  for  the  sole  purpose  of  signing 
mineral  rights  over  to  the  U.S.  government  and  mining  companies  created 
the  illusion  of  a land  dispute  that  did  not  exist  in  real  life. 

The  only  land  dispute  that  existed  (and  still  exists)  was  that  Peabody 
Coal  Company  and  the  government  wanted  to  mine  the  land  that  both  the 
Dine'h  and  Hopi  people  have  held  sacred  for  centuries.  To  do  so,  however, 
would  violate  the  Dine'h  and  Hopi's  Constitutionally  guaranteed  freedom  to 
exercise  their  religion  and  the  guarantee  that  the  right  would  not  be 
infringed.  To  solve  this  dilemma,  the  new  laws  that  were  written  made 
criminals  of  all  who  refused  to  leave  their  sacred  lands  and  stripped  them 
of  ALL  rights,  including  the  right  to  survival  and  the  right  to  practice 
their  religious  beliefs. 

How  can  laws  that  take  away  human.  Constitutional,  and  civil  rights  be 
legally  binding?  Perhaps  they  are  not.  Maybe  that  is  exactly  why  the  U.S. 
government  has  blocked  all  attempts  by  the  Dine'h  to  have  the  case  heard 
by  the  federal  courts. 

TO  SET  THE  RECORD  STRAIGHT: 

I am  NOT  anti-American  or  anti-government.  I AM,  however,  opposed  to 
corrupt,  money  hungry  government  officials  who  value  the  dollar  above 
human  rights  and  human  life.  I stand  opposed  to  the  concept  that  a 
government  "of...,  by...,  and  for  the  people"  can  guarantee  certain  rights 
to  ALL  the  people  on  one  hand  and  on  the  other  hand  pass  bills  that  deny 
ALL  of  those  same  rights  to  certain  ethnic  or  religious  groups.  That  is 
what  the  Dine'h  struggle  is  really  all  about:  adamant  opposition  to  unjust, 
discriminatory,  unconstitutional  laws  that  have  no  legitimate  place  in 
American  society. 

THE  DINE'H  PEOPLE  AND  I ASK  FOR  YOUR  HELP.  HELP  US  FIGHT  THE  INHUMAN 
TREATMENT  OF  THESE  PEOPLE.  HELP  RECOVER  FOR  THEM  THE  DIGNITY  AND  RIGHTS 
TO  "LIFE,  LIBERTY,  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  HAPPINESS"  THAT  WERE  STRIPPED  AWAY 
FROM  THEM  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT. 

REPEATEDLY  CONTACT  THE  MEDIA.  REPEATEDLY  CONTACT  EVERY  CONGRESSMAN. 
REPEATEDLY  CONTACT  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT.  REPEATEDLY  CONTACT 
THE  UNITED  NATIONS. 

DEMAND  that  the  American  public  be  made  aware  of  these  crimes  perpetrated 
against  the  Dine'h  people  by  the  U.S.  government. 

DEMAND  that  Public  Laws  93-531  and  104-301  and  S1973  The  Navajo  Hopi  Land 
Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996,  signed  into  law  by  Bill  Clinton,  be 
REPEALED. 

DEMAND  that  ALL  civil.  Constitutional  and  human  rights  be  fully  and 
immediately  restored  to  the  Dine'h  people. 


DEMAND  that  the  Dine'h  people  be  compensated  by  the  U.S.  government  for 
the  extreme  hardship  that  it  has  inflicted  upon  the  Dine'h  people. 

DEMAND  that  the  Dine'h  people  have  all  livestock  returned  to  their 
possession  in  healthy  condition. 

DEMAND  that  rebuilding,  repair,  and  renovations  of  the  Dine'h  homes  begin 
immediately  so  these  people  can  live  decent,  healthy  lives. 

DEMAND  that  Peabody  Coal  Company  be  made  to  comply  with  federal  mining 
regulations  and  replenish  the  water  supply  taken  from  the  aquifer  that 
lies  beneath  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  dwellings  so  that  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
will  once  again  have  sufficient  water  for  themselves  and  their  livestock. 
DEMAND  that  Peabody  Coal  Company  (PCC)  and  the  Mojave  Generating  Station 
(MGS)  be  ordered  by  the  EPA  to  clean  up  the  air,  water  and  soil  that  they 
have  contaminated  since  their  openings  in  Arizona  and  keep  their  pollution 
to  an  absolute  minimum. 

DEMAND  that  PCC  and  MGS  abide  by  the  Dine'h  people's  rights  to  free 
expression  of  religion,  including  the  preservation  of  their  holy  sites 
such  as  Big  Mountain  and  others. 

DEMAND  that  a thorough  clean-up  be  conducted  of  the  area  contaminated  by 
uranium  mining  and  that  it  be  done  in  such  a manner  that  contamination 
levels  in  the  streams  will  return  to  levels  at  or  below  the  recommended 
"safe"  level  of  radiation. 

THE  RIGHTS  OF  EVERY  INDIGENOUS  AMERICAN  HANGS  IN  THE  BALANCE! 

WE  MUST  UNITE  AND  ACT  AS  ONE  TO  HELP  THE  DINE'H  PEOPLE! 

IF  WE  ALLOW  THESE  ATROCITIES  AGAINST  THE  DINE'H  TO  CONTINUE,  IT  WILL  TIP 
THE  SCALES  TO  SUCH  A DEGREE  THAT  WE  MAY  NEVER  BE  ABLE  TO  RECOVER. 

GO  TO:  http://members.xoom.com/senaa/index2.html  NOW. 

READ  ABOUT  IT  AND  GET  INVOLVED. 

WE  HAVE  A PAGE  WITH  ALL  THE  SENATORS'  E-MAIL  ADDRESSES.  DUST  CLICK  THE 
LINK,  KEY  IN  YOUR  MESSAGE,  AND  CLICK  SEND.  (Copying  your  message  to  the 
clipboard  and  pasting  it  into  your  e-mail  message  saves  a lot  of  time.) 

THE  E-MAIL  ADDRESSES  FOR  THE  MADOR  NATIONAL  NEWS  NETWORKS  ARE: 

CNN:  on-air@turner.com 

48H0URS:  48hours@cbsnews.com 

FOX  NEWS:  comments@foxnews.com 

NBC  NEWS:  nightly@nbc.com 

ABCNEWS(ONLINE  FORM) : http://abcnews.go . com/ ser vice/a bc_cont act us . html 
20/20  (ONLINE  FORM):  http://abcnews.go.com/onair/email.html 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  this  vital  issue. 

DON'T  FORGET: 

TO  UNDERSCORE  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THIS  ISSUE,  I REAFFIRM  THE  FOLLOWING 
PLEDGE: 

IF,  by  1 Dune  1999,  the  national  media  have  not  aired  and/or  published 
anything  about  Big  Mountain  and  the  ongoing  struggle  of  the  Dine'h  people, 
SENAA  asks  of  all  indigenous  Americans  of  all  tribal  affiliations  and  ALL 
Native  American  organizations  who  read  this  notice  that  you  join  us  at 
Tinsley  Park  in  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  on  Tuesday,  1 Dune  1999,  for  prayer 
for  the  Dine'h  people,  a unification  rally  designed  to  bring  us  closer 
together,  and  a press  release. 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  PRESS  RELEASE  will  be  to  announce  the  beginning  of 
the  more  than  1,800  mile  walk  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  to  Big  Mountain, 
Arizona . 

I,  A1  Swilling,  Will  begin  the  journey  alone  to  symbolize  that  all  Native 
Americans  are  united  as  one  in  our  efforts,  will,  and  prayers  for  the 
healing  and  restoration  of  the  Dine'h  people. 

After  the  first  mile,  anyone  who  so  desires  is  welcome  to  join  me  on  this 
trek.  I will  see  the  journey  through  to  its  end,  providing  I don't  break 
a leg.  Any  who  wish  to  travel  part  or  all  of  the  way  with  me  is  welcome. 

I will  travel  approximately  25  miles  per  day  and  should  arrive  in  Arizona 
on  or  around  14  August  1999,  taking  approximately  75  days  for  the  entire 
trip . 

The  only  thing  I ask  of  anyone  who  chooses  to  join  me  on  this  walk  is 
that  you  prepare  for  your  own  food  and  water.  I will  be  traveling  on  a very 
tight  budget  and  will  be  carrying  only  the  gear  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  trip.  If  I could,  I would  provide  for  as  many  as  want  to  join  me;  but 


the  simple  fact  is,  funds  are  very  limited.  I simply  can't  afford  to 
finance  anyone  other  than  myself.  This  is  strictly  a voluntary  undertaking. 

I hope  that  I can  count  on  your  support  and  your  help  between  now  and  1 
Dune  1999.  If  the  march  becomes  necessary,  I ask  that  you  take  the  time 
to  come  to  the  gathering  for  prayer  on  this  and  other  important  issues 
before  the  journey  begins.  I will  give  each  person  who  comes  to  the 
gathering  the  opportunity  to  offer  a prayer  concerning  any  issue  or 
individual  that  he  or  she  feels  that  the  group's  prayers  will  benefit.  If 
it  takes  all  day  and  night  to  get  to  everyone,  then  that  is  how  long  it 
will  take. 

In  the  meantime,  please  remember  me  in  your  prayers  and  pray  that  the 
Creator  will  give  me  the  strength  to  complete  the  journey  and  that  the 
Creator  will  also  give  me  the  correct  words  to  say  and  the  opportunity 
while  on  the  road  to  unite  indigenous  people  at  each  stop. 

Looking  forward  to  praying  with  each  of  you,  I remain 
Yours  sincerely 
A1  Swilling 

SENAA  President/Founder 

senaa@excite . com 

The  Scry's  the  Limit! 

Everything  you  need  for  your  spiritual  path  at: 
http : //members . xoom . com/altave/ index . html 

"RE : Drought  Warning  Goes  out  to  Navajo  Ranchers"  

Date:  Mon,  24  May  1999  16:17:08  GMT 
From:  Randy  Ww  <lotanna@my-dejanews . com> 

Subj : Drought  warning  goes  out  to  Navajo  ranchers 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  § http://www.azcentral.com/news/0524dry.shtml 

Tribal  officials  issue  alert  on  need  to  reduce  herds 

By  Bill  Donovan 

Special  for  The  Republic 

May  24,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  --  When  tribal  officials  began  warning  Navajo  ranchers  in 
1996  that  a major  drought  was  coming,  they  found  few  willing  to  listen. 

The  reasons  for  the  resistance  were  both  cultural  and  historical,  as 
well  as  economic.  But  over  the  next  year,  as  the  reservation  was  hit  by 
the  century's  worst  drought,  ranchers  had  to  sell  off  a large  part  of 
their  herds  or  sit  around  and  watch  them  die. 

Today,  history  is  threatening  to  repeat  itself. 

"We're  now  facing  the  same  situation,"  said  Eugene  Guerito,  director  of 
the  tribe's  emergency  management  department.  "Hopefully,  this  time,  more 
will  listen." 

But  that  is  no  sure  thing.  For  traditional  Navajos,  raising  livestock  is 
linked  to  their  religion,  as  reflected  in  the  saying,  "If  you  care  for 
your  sheep,  your  sheep  will  care  for  you." 

And  in  1996,  many  Navajo  ranchers  feared  that  the  warnings  of  drought 
were  merely  a ploy  by  federal  officials  to  reduce  tribal  herds  to  improve 
the  grazing  capacity  of  tribal  lands. 

In  the  end,  tribal  grazing  officials  estimated  that  the  ranchers  lost 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  waiting  until  many  of  their  sheep  and 
cattle  were  near  starvation. 

Precipitation  this  past  winter  has  been  way  below  normal,  and  tribal 
range  officials  said  that  forecasts  for  this  summer  say  the  situation 
isn't  going  to  improve. 

Already,  a number  of  communities  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
reservation,  north  of  Flagstaff,  have  been  complaining  of  dry  conditions, 
said  Elizabeth  Washburne,  director  of  the  tribe's  department  of 
agriculture. 

"We're  now  in  the  process  of  telling  Navajo  ranchers  to  take  whatever 
steps  they  need  now  to  reduce  their  herd  size,"  he  said. 


To  do  this,  Guenito  and  other  tribal  officials  have  been  using  a bit  of 
Anglo  psychology. 

"We've  been  urging  Navajo  ranchers  to  reduce  their  herds  so  they  won't 
have  to  work  as  hard  day  in  and  day  out,"  he  said.  He  added  that  this  is  a 
concept  that  takes  traditional  Navajos  - used  to  working  from  dawn  to  dusk 
- a while  to  get  used  to. 

Tribal  officials  must  also  contend  with  traditional  Navajo  values  that 
base  a person's  wealth  on  the  number  of  livestock  his  family  has. 

Navajos'  suspicion  over  officials'  cries  of  "drought"  stem  from  a long- 
standing battle  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  over  stock  reduction 
that  dates  back  to  the  1930s.  At  that  time,  federal  officials  ordered 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  sheep  and  cattle  to  be  slaughtered  and  dumped  in 
mass  graves  to  alleviate  overgrazing. 

But  tribal  officials  are  telling  Navajo  ranchers  that  the  current 
drought  conditions  aren't  coming  just  from  the  BIA. 

The  May  report  for  the  Palmer  Drought  Severity  Index,  used  by 
meteorologists  to  predict  weather  trends,  has  shown  steadily  worsening 
drought  conditions  in  the  Southwest  in  the  last  few  months;  it  now 
indicates  moderate  to  severe  drought  in  slightly  more  than  half  of  Arizona. 

Since  May  and  Dune  are  normally  dry  and  hot  in  most  parts  of  the  state, 
the  forecast  indicates  that  drought  conditions  "will  certainly  worsen" 
over  the  next  few  weeks. 

Dr.  Randall  Cerveny,  a professor  of  climatology  at  Arizona  State 
University,  said  only  two  areas  of  Arizona  are  now  listed  as  "severe" 
drought  areas:  the  northwest  near  Kingman  and  the  southeast  near  Douglas. 

All  other  areas  are  listed  as  "moderate,"  he  said,  except  for  Yuma, 
which  is  listed  as  "near  normal." 

Guerito's  office  is  asking  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  for  $200,000  in 
emergency  relief  funds,  and  also  is  asking  that  the  money  be  given 
directly  to  his  office  instead  of  dividing  it  up  equally  among  the  110 
communities  on  the  reservation,  regardless  of  whether  they  have  an 
emergency. 

"Dividing  it  up  only  results  in  a lot  being  wasted,"  he  said. 

It's  also  preventing  the  tribe  from  getting  reimbursed  by  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency,  he  said,  which  requires  detailed  record- 
keeping and  proof  that  the  tribal  funds  were  actually  used  to  alleviate 
emergency  conditions. 
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Cherokee  elections  to  be  monitored  By  ROB  MARTINDALE  c.  Tulsa  World 
5/18/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Carter  Center,  which  has  monitored  elections  in  several 
Third  World  nations,  will  oversee  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  voting  on 
Saturday. 

A spokeswoman  for  the  Carter  Center  in  Atlanta  said  Monday  that  it  will 
mark  the  first  time  the  center  has  observed  voting  by  an  American  Indian 
tribe. 

Center  spokeswoman  Ann  Carney  said  a team  of  about  10  election  observers 
would  come  to  northeastern  Oklahoma  to  work  at  tribal  polling  precincts. 

The  center  is  sending  a team  at  the  requests  of  the  tribe's  election 
commission,  several  candidates  and  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  council, 
she  said. 

Former  President  Dimmy  Carter,  chairman  of  the  center's  board  of 
trustees,  will  not  come  to  Oklahoma. 

He  and  teams  from  the  center  have  observed  elections  in  15  countries. 

Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  whose  administration  has  been  scarred  by  two 


years  of  controversy,  said  he  welcomed  the  visit  from  the  center. 

"I  am  looking  forward  to  a fair  and  impartial  election  process,'1  said 
Byrd,  who  is  seeking  a second  four-year  term. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  chaos  since  February  1997,  when  the  tribe's 
Marshal  Service  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of 
alleged  misuse  of  funds. 

The  raid  was  followed  by  an  FBI  probe  into  the  tribe,  the  chief's 
subsequent  firing  of  the  marshals,  the  closing  of  the  tribal  courthouse  by 
the  Byrd  administration  and  several  federal  audits. 

An  FBI  investigation  is  officially  still  under  way,  and  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  police  officers  have  been  assigned  to  the  14-county  jurisdiction 
of  the  tribe,  which  has  about  200,000  members  and  is  second  in  size  only 
to  the  Navajo  Nation. 

The  tribe's  high  court  had  supported  the  raid  on  Byrd's  offices,  and  the 
chief  was  named  in  charges  of  obstruction  of  justice  in  connection  with 
the  marshals'  firing. 

Chief  candidates  who  were  not  involved  in  the  crisis  are  Meredeth 
Frailey  of  Locust  Grove,  Haskell  Murphy  of  Tahlequah  and  Maxie  Thompson  of 
Rose . 

A complete  list  of  candidates  for  deputy  chief  includes  Bill  Dohn  Baker 
of  Tahlequah,  Paula  Holder  of  Warner,  Bob  Leach  of  Albuquerque,  Hastings 
Shade  of  Hulbert  and  Gary  Stopp  of  Tahlequah. 

Baker  and  Holder  are  members  of  the  15-member  tribal  council,  where  the 
Byrd  administration  has  the  support  of  eight  loyalists. 

However,  the  council  frequently  has  not  been  able  to  meet  because  six 
dissenting  council  members  have  boycotted  meetings  and  forced  the  lack  of 
a quorum  of  10. 

Among  the  six  is  Holder,  who  is  running  for  deputy  chief  on  a slate  with 
Ragsdale.  Baker  is  running  for  deputy  chief  on  Byrd's  ticket. 

The  tribe  also  will  hold  elections  for  council  seats.  The  candidates 
are: 

District  1,  Cherokee 

Dessup  Bryant,  Kyle  Downing  Bussey,  Don  Crittenden  and  Dohn  Ketcher,  all 
of  Tahlequah;  and  Sherman  Nofire  of  Welling;  Boyd  Smith  and  Harley  Terrell 
of  Park  Hill;  and  Raymond  Vann  of  Tahlequah. 

District  2,  Trail  of  Tears 

Sam  lack  Chaphan,  Betty  Hale-  Frogg,  Dackie  Bob  Martin,  Paul  Pinkerton 
and  Dora  Mae  Watie,  all  of  Stilwell;  and  Harold  "Diggs''  Phillips  of 
Westville . 

District  3,  Sequoyah 

Debbie  Cato,  Dames  Locust,  Donald  Quinton  and  David  Thornton,  all  of 
Vian;  and  Mary  Flute-Cooksey  of  Marble  City. 

District  4,  Three  Rivers 

Patsy  Brickey  of  Fort  Gibson;  Teasie  McCrary  of  Warner;  and  Don  Garvin 
and  Calvin  Rock,  both  of  Muskogee. 

District  5,  Delaware 

Barbara  Conness  and  Desse  Glass,  both  of  Kansas,  Okla.;  Kale  Parman  of 
Ketchum;  Patti  Holland,  Barbara  Starr-Scott  and  Melvina  Shotpouch,  all  of 
Day;  and  George  Wickliffe  of  Salina. 

District  7,  Will  Rogers 

Carol  Ann  Barkley,  Harold  DeMoss  and  Keith  Hunter,  all  of  Inola;  and 
Dames  Hammett  and  Bob  Glass,  both  of  Claremore. 

District  8,  Oologah 

Buel  Anglen  of  Sperry;  Nick  Lay  and  Dorothy  Dean  McIntosh,  both  of 
Ochelata;  and  Roger  Peacock  of  Tulsa. 

District  9,  Craig 

Charles  Hoskin  of  Vinita;  and  Rodney  Lay  of  Lenapah. 

For  more  information  on  elections,  call  1 (800)  353-2895. 
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AN  UNGRATEFUL  NATION  BY  GEORGE  MCCOLM 
While  working  as  an  agricultural  expert  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  after  WW  II,  the  author  co-wrote  a report  that  revealed  the 
desperate  plight  of  the  Navajo  people  who  lived  on  the  brink  of 
starvation  in  the  American  Southwest. 

"Inanition,"  a word  unfamiliar  to  most  people,  was  listed  as  the 
cause  of  death  on  many  of  the  death  certificates  completed  in  1947 
by  Navajo  Service  doctors  who  tended  the  residents  of  the  Navajo 
Indian  reservation  in  the  Southwest  United  States.  The  word  sounded 
better  than  its  more  descriptive  meaning-"slow  death  by  starvation"  - 
to  the  federal  agencies  that  since  the  Treaty  of  1868  had  been 
responsible  for  the  care  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  The  euphemism's  use 
helped  to  mask  the  sorry  state  of  affairs  that  existed  on  the 
reservation  at  the  end  of  World  War  II,  a conflict  in  which  many 
Navajos  gallantly  served  the  Allied  cause  [See  "Code  Talkers"  in 
the  January/February  1997  issue  of  American  History]. 

As  a United  States  naval  officer  in  World  War  II,  I had  been  in 
charge  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff's  agricultural  planning  for  the 
post-war  occupation  of  Japan.  In  the  fall  of  1946,  I was  hired  by 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  sent  to  Window  Rock,  Arizona- 
-capital  of  the  Navajo  Nation--to  direct  the  soil  conservation 
program  on  the  Navajo  reservation,  where  living  conditions  were 
well  below  the  national  poverty  level.  I reported  to  Reservation 
Superintendent  James  Stewart  and  soon  became  his  confidential 
advisor  on  a number  of  problems  that  he  encountered.  It  shocked  me 
to  learn  that  no  members  of  the  Navajo  Nation  were  being  asked  to 
participate  in  any  of  the  decisions  being  made  "for  their  good"  by 
the  BIA  officials  at  Window  Rock  or  in  Washington,  D.C. 

In  the  late  spring  of  1947,  when  the  BIA  sent  Elizabeth  Chief  to 
Window  Rock  to  conduct  a study  and  prepare  a report  on  the  welfare 
needs  of  the  Navajo  people,  Stewart  saw  an  opportunity  "to  convince 
Washington  that  we  really  have  a lot  of  starving  Indians  out  here." 

He  told  me  to  work  closely  with  Elizabeth,  a wonderful  person  who 
put  her  heart  and  soul  into  gathering  detailed  information  for  the 
report.  Unfortunately,  it  soon  became  apparent  to  her  that  all  of 
her  training  had  failed  to  prepare  her  emotionally  for  what  she 
experienced  on  the  reservation.  Although  it  was  an  undertaking  far 
beyond  the  requirements  of  official  duty,  Elizabeth  and  I dedicated 
ourselves  to  the  task  of  writing  the  "Navajo  Welfare  Report  of  1947"; 
we  wanted  the  government  to  know  what  was  really  happening  to  these 
people . 

Certainly,  other  means  of  getting  the  message  back  to  the  nation's 
capital  had  so  far  proved  fruitless.  When  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Julius  Krug  toured  the  reservation  in  the  fall  of  1946--the  first 
high  ranking  government  official  to  do  so  since  the  land  was 
allocated  to  the  Navajos  in  1868--Superintendent  Stewart  and  tribal 
leaders  impressed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  immediate  funds  to  stave 
off  widespread  starvation  on  the  reservation.  They  also  pleaded  for 
job-creation  projects,  such  as  the  building  of  schools,  hospitals, 
and  housing,  to  provide  much  needed  income  to  the  Indians.  By  May 


1947 , however,  the  $50,000  in  relief  money  allotted  annually  to  the 
Navajo  Welfare  Agency  had  been  spent,  and  no  additional  funds  were 
forthcoming.  It  seemed  that  Secretary  Krug  had  not  reported  to 
President  Harry  Truman  on  what  he  had  seen  the  previous  fall. 

Elizabeth  and  I hoped  that  our  report  would  serve  as  a reminder. 

Between  the  signing  of  the  1868  treaty  and  the  turn  of  the  century, 
members  of  the  tribe  had  been  very  happy  to  be  left  alone  by  the 
BIA,  choosing  to  overlook  repeated  treaty  violations.  To  subsist 
during  those  years,  they  cultivated  small  plots  of  land  and  made 
good  use  of  native  plants  and  herds  of  wild  game;  in  addition,  they 
earned  income  through  sheep  raising  and  the  sale  of  wool,  rugs,  and 
jewelry.  But  by  1920,  the  population  of  both  the  Navajo  people  and 
their  sheep  herds  had  increased  dramatically,  making  it  apparent 
that  the  reservation's  resources  could  not  support  the  growing 
numbers . 

In  response  to  the  situation,  the  BIA  increased  government  welfare, 
health,  and  medical  services  for  Navajos  during  the  1920s,  and  in 
the  '30s,  the  agency  participated  in  New  Deal  projects  on  the 
reservation  that  generated  a significant  amount  of  income  for  its 
residents.  Access  to  this  income  temporarily  prevented  a crisis  on 
the  reservation  in  1933,  when  a BIA  initiative  threatened  the  food 
supply  of  many  Navajos  by  cutting  them  off  from  a traditional  source 
of  meat.  For  at  least  fifty  years,  Navajos  with  large  flocks  of 
sheep  had  been  sharing  with  the  poorest  members  of  the  tribe.  But 
now,  in  order  to  halt  soil  erosion  on  the  watershed  of  Lake  Meade--a 
result  of  overgrazing  of  the  reservation  land--the  number  of  Navajo- 
owned  sheep  was  sharply  cut  from  1.5  million  to  350,000.  No  longer 
would  there  be  a surplus  with  which  to  feed  the  less  fortunate 
residents  of  the  reservation.  This  Stock  Reduction  Program  destroyed 
the  Navajos'  way  of  life,  making  them  more  dependent  on  the  federal 
government . 

During  World  War  II,  more  than  3,600  Navajos  served  in  the  U.S. 
military;  approximately  10,000  Navajos  left  the  reservation  to  work 
in  war  plants,  and  another  2,000  were  employed  by  the  railroads.  The 
most  obvious  source  of  money  flowing  into  the  reservation  during  the 
war  years  was  the  allotments  for  families  of  military  personnel. 

As  I recall,  our  studies  indicated  that  each  Navajo  serviceman  was 
sending  home  nearly  $2,000  per  year,  far  more  than  the  average  World 
War  II  soldier.  The  final  discharge  of  servicemen  in  1947,  however, 
brought  an  end  to  this  source  of  income.  At  the  same  time,  the 
various  New  Deal  economic  and  social  programs  that  had  been 
established  years  before  were  being  discontinued,  with  no  new  work 
opportunities  taking  their  places.  And,  a prolonged  drought,  coupled 
with  a ruling  in  both  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  that  Navajos  were  not 
eligible  for  social  security  benefits,  made  reservation  life  almost 
unendurable  for  Navajo  families. 

Elizabeth  Chief  had  been  trained  to  examine  medical  records  in  order 
to  assess  welfare  needs,  and  she  soon  noticed  a disturbing  trend. 

We  had  been  told  that  many  children  had  died  on  the  reservation  in 
the  spring  of  1947.  Subsequent  examination  of  death  certificates 
confirmed  that  there  had  been  an  increasing  number  of  deaths  due  to 
inanition,  or  starvation.  The  majority  of  the  victims  were  among  the 
elderly  or  very  young;  most  of  the  children  had  died  at  the  Indian 
Bureau  hospitals. 

When  our  report  was  finished,  3im  Stewart  read  it  carefully  and 
agreed  to  my  suggestion  that  we  make  copies  for  the  entire  staff. 

We  were  certain  that  every  Division  Chief  in  Window  Rock  would  send 
a copy  to  his  boss  in  the  Washington  office.  Their  doing  so,  we  felt, 
would  make  a greater  impression  than  a single  report.  Elizabeth  then 
returned  to  Washington,  very  much  concerned,  I am  sure,  about  how 
the  report  would  be  received  and  what  would  be  done  to  help  the 
Navajos . 

When  the  Gallup,  New  Mexico,  Independent  somehow  obtained  a copy  of 
our  report  in  August  1947,  it  published  a wire  service  story  about 
the  starving  Navajos  that  almost  immediately  attracted  more  than 


two  hundred  reporters  to  the  reservation.  I took  the  noted  radio 
personality  Will  Rogers,  Dr.,  himself  part  Native-American , on  a 
two-day,  picture-taking  tour  of  the  area,  while  two  Chicago  Tribune 
reporters  made  a trip  across  the  reservation  with  George  Bowra, 
editor  of  the  Aztec,  New  Mexico,  Independent  Review.  The  scribes 
told  George  that  they  had  toured  South  America,  Mexico,  India,  and 
China,  and  nowhere  had  they  witnessed  people  trying  to  live  in  such 
squalor.  The  Denver  Post  subsequently  published  89  articles  and  4 
editorials  about  the  starving  Navajos,  while  other  prominent  papers, 
including  The  Los  Angeles  Examiner  and  the  Arizona  Republic, 
featured  the  Navajos'  story  in  juxtaposition  to  President  Truman's 
plan  to  aid  post-war  Europe. 

Politicians  began  to  condemn  the  Indian  Bureau  for  neglecting  the 
Navajos,  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  for  reducing  the  amount  of 
money  Congress  had  appropriated  for  Native  Americans.  Wisconsin 
Representative  William  H.  Stevenson  pointed  out  that  "50  percent  of 
Navajo  children  die  before  they  reach  the  age  of  five  years  . . . ," 
adding  that  "After  80  years  of  BIA  management,  ninety  percent  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  cannot  speak  or  understand  English;  and  schools  are 
available  for  only  25%  of  the  Navajo  children." 

North  Dakota  Senator  William  Langer  assailed  the  president  and  his 
colleagues  in  The  Congressional  Record.  "The  Indian  veteran  returns 
home,"  he  stated,  "to  find  deplorable  conditions  among  his  people. 
Because  of  the  lack  of  resources,  there  is  no  opportunity  to 
establish  his  home.  He  cannot  get  a GI  loan  for  his  home,  because 
the  United  States  holds  title  to  his  land,  and  therefore  the  bank 
will  not  give  him  a loan.  He  cannot  go  into  the  sheep  or  cattle 
business,  because  he  cannot  get  a permit  from  the  government  to  run 
more  livestock  on  an  already  depleted  range.  There  is  no  farm  land 
or  capital  available  to  him  . . . ." 

"So,  Mr.  President,"  Langer  asked  scornfully,  "can  we  say  that  a 
group  of  American  citizens  in  which  the  tuberculosis  rate  is  five 
times  that  of  the  entire  United  States,  is  getting  a square  deal? 

Are  Indian  mothers,  who  went  down  into  the  shadow  of  death  to  bear 
the  very  sons  who  have  gone  out  and  made  this  marvelous  record  I 
have  cited,  getting  a square  deal  when  infant  mortality  among  the 
Indians  is  five  times  greater  than  the  rest  of  the  country?  Are  the 
people  who  have  been  dispossessed  of  nearly  90,000,000  acres  of  land 
within  the  last  50  years  getting  a square  deal?  Do  senators  know 
that  Indian  tribes  in  many  states  are  now  expressly  prohibited  by  an 
act  of  Congress  from  purchasing  additional  land?  Even  with  their  own 
money,  they  cannot  buy  it;  it  is  prohibited." 

In  October  1947,  large  quantities  of  relief  supplies  started  to 
arrive  on  the  reservation,  initially  from  many  private  donors 
and  later  from  various  government  agencies.  The  War  Assets 
Administration  furnished  the  Navajos  with  40,000  pounds  of  rice, 
several  hundred  dozen  cases  of  canned  food,  and  17.5  tons  of  flour, 
sugar,  spices,  and  other  commodities.  Two  carloads  of  fresh  fruit 
were  brought  in  by  the  "Friendship  Train,"  a charity  drive  organized 
by  the  Mormons,  while  twenty  tons  of  clothing  was  shipped  to  Gallup 
and  distributed  to  Navajos  by  volunteers  and  the  Navajo  Service. 

On  December  17,  as  Congress  debated  the  authorization  of  more  relief 
funding  for  the  Navajos,  Arizona  Representative  Richard  Harless 
castigated  the  U.S.  government:  "It  is  my  purpose  to  tell  why  these 
people  are  starving  to  death.  We  put  them  on  the  most  worthless  land 
that  could  be  found  in  the  United  States.  At  that  time  there  were 
some  8,000  of  them.  We  captured  them  and  gave  them  a treaty  at  the 
point  of  a gun,  to  educate  their  children  and  furnish  one  teacher 
for  every  thirty  students.  We  agreed  to  furnish  housing  for  them.  We 
agreed  to  provide  for  their  welfare.  We  have  never  fulfilled  that 
treaty.  We  stand  here  today  and  talk  about  relief  for  foreign 
nations  when  we  have  a national  disgrace  in  our  own  country." 

The  1947  debate  in  Congress  over  Navajo  welfare  left  many  congressmen 
with  a guilt  complex,  as  indicated  by  Republican  Dohn  Dennings,  Dr., 
of  Tennessee,  who  said:  "[A]s  to  whether  we  should  extend  belated 


relief  to  these  people,  the  spirit  of  Christmas  and  the  dictates 
of  our  common  humanity  demand  that  we  right  the  wrongs  that  this 
country  inflicted  upon  these  Indians.  We  should  do  it  while  they 
are  alive  and  while  the  opportunity  is  ours."  He  added,  "I  want  to 
say  that  I feel  like  my  Christmas  turkey  would  choke  me  if  I voted 
against  this  proposition." 

It  was  gratifying  and  indeed  surprising  to  find  such  compassionate 
congressional  support  for  Navajo  relief,  and  that  this  compassion 
was,  within  a few  years,  extended  to  the  establishment  of  the  Navajo 
Long  Range  Program  and  the  Navajo  Irrigation  Project.  Many  of  the 
congressmen  who  came  forward  and  participated  in  the  debates  had 
never  taken  part  in  congressional  discussions  of  Indian  affairs.  In 
an  article  published  in  Nation  magazine,  author  Carey  McWilliams 
tried  to  explain  the  politicians'  sudden  interest  in  Indian  welfare 
and  noted  that  the  Navajos'  plight  had  become  a topic  of  world 
discussion.  The  government  of  the  Soviet  Union,  America's  Cold  War 
nemesis,  expressed  great  sympathy  for  the  Navajos  as  "an  oppressed 
minority  in  the  United  States."  When  an  article  from  the  Soviet 
newspaper  Pravda  was  placed  in  The  Congressional  Record,  starvation 
deaths  on  the  reservation  could  no  longer  be  ignored  by  the  Truman 
administration,  or  by  any  member  of  Congress,  despite  efforts  to 
dismiss  the  piece  as  "Russian  propaganda." 

An  article  with  the  worrisome  headline  "NAVAIOS  WILL  USE  VIOLENCE  TO 
GET  FOOD"  appeared  in  the  November  29,  1947  issue  of  the  Albuquerque 
Tribune.  This  warning,  spoken  by  a Bishop  lames  Moss  Stoney  of 
Southwest  Texas,  was  widely  publicized,  but  the  rebellion  he 
predicted  did  not  occur.  Navajos  were  loyal  Americans,  and  they 
could  see  that  concerned  citizens,  private  charities,  and  the 
federal  government  were  responding  to  their  needs. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  maintained  a very  low  profile  in  1947, 
making  no  effort  to  ward  off  or  deny  massive  media  and  congressional 
criticism  it  received  after  the  release  of  the  Navajo  Welfare 
Report.  However,  rumors  did  circulate  that  Navajo  Reservation 
Superintendent  Stewart  would  be  fired  immediately  for  allowing  the 
"starving  Navajo  propaganda  to  get  out  of  hand."  In  1948,  Congress 
sent  ample  relief  supplies  to  the  reservation  and  greatly  increased 
the  Navajo  Service  budget.  And  when  Allan  Harper  replaced  Stewart, 
Bureau  officials  explained  to  the  Navajos  that  they  had  sent  their 
"best  administrator"  to  the  reservation  in  order  to  make  sure  that 
the  allocated  funds  resulted  in  the  greatest  possible  benefit  for 
their  people.  Furthermore,  the  BIA  told  the  Navajos  that  Harper  was 
the  man  for  the  job  because  he  would  discuss  his  administrative 
decisions  with  tribal  leaders. 

The  Navajos  did  not  protest  the  removal  of  Dim  Stewart  even  though 
he  had  earned  their  respect  by  not  flaunting  his  authority.  He  had 
shown  great  patience  in  working  with  individual  tribal  leaders, 
securing  their  Council's  approval  of  policies  and  decisions  that, 
in  reality,  had  already  been  made  by  the  BIA  offices  in  Washington. 

When  Harper  arrived  in  Window  Rock,  he  was  truly  "a  man  with  a 
mission."  Stating  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  agency  files  cleared 
and  ready  for  expanded  programs,  he  ordered  that  all  records  and 
correspondence  that  did  not  apply  to  an  ongoing  program  should  be 
removed  from  the  files  and  destroyed.  Special  attention  was  given 
to  the  Stock  Reduction  Program  and  to  interagency  correspondence 
that  had  taken  up  so  much  filing  space  in  the  1930s  and  early  '40s. 
Medical  records,  Navajo  death  records,  and  doctors'  reports  that 
were  "cluttering"  the  files  also  were  removed.  By  the  time  this 
"search  and  destroy"  operation  was  completed,  it  was  apparent  that 
the  BIA  in  Washington  did  not  want  to  retain  any  archival  material 
at  the  agency  level.  In  1968,  I had  an  opportunity  to  study  the 
1947  reports  retained  in  the  Bureau's  archives.  The  welfare  report 
written  by  Elizabeth  Chief  and  myself  had  been  carefully  edited;  it 
was  not  the  same  report  that  we  had  submitted. 


>From  1848,  when  the  Indian  Bureau  was  transferred  from  the  War 


Department  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  until  1947,  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  managed  the  personal,  political,  and  financial 
affairs  of  Indians  in  almost  total  secrecy.  Congressional  respect 
for  Navajos,  generated  by  the  outstandingly  loyal  service  of  both 
military  and  civilian  members  of  the  tribe  during  World  War  II, 
resulted  in  appropriations  that  improved  the  life  of  every  Navajo. 

The  year  1947  thus  became  the  low  point  and  a turning  point  in 
Navajo  history.  Today,  Navajos  who  lived  through  the  post-World  War 
II  era  are  reluctant  to  describe  their  suffering.  All  they  say  is 
"Things  got  better." 
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What  is  a Treaty? 

A treaty  is  a contract  between  sovereign  nations.  The  Constitution 
authorizes  the  President  with  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  to 
enter  into  a treaty  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  The  Constitution 
declares  that  treaties  are  the  Supreme  law  of  the  land.  As  such,  they 
are  superior  to  state  laws  and  state  constitutions  and  are  equal  to 
laws  passed  by  Congress.  A treaty  can  be  made  on  any  subject  but  it 
may  not  deprive  a citizen  of  any  right  guaranteed  by  the  U S 
Constitution . 

Does  a Treaty  grant  rights? 

No  ! 

The  Supreme  Court  has  expressly  held  that  an  Indian  Treaty  is  not  a 
grant  of  rights  to  the  Indians,  but  a grant  of  rights  from  them?  The 
purpose  of  an  Indian  Treaty  was  not  to  give  rights  to  Indians  but  to 
remove  the  rights  they  had.  Thus  Indians  have  a great  many  rights  in 
addition  to  those  described  in  treaties.  In  fact  any  right  not 
expressly  extinguished  by  a treaty  or  federal  statute  is  reserved  to 
the  tribe.  The  fundamental  principe  of  Indian  las  is  known  as  the 
"reserved  rights  doctrine." 
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Do  tribes  still  have  hunting  and  fishing  rights  ? 

Every  Indian  Tribe  had  the  inherent  right  to  self-governing.  The 
means  among  other  things,  that  every  tribe  has  the  right  to  regulate 
its  land  and  resources,  including  the  taking  of  wildlife.  A tribe 
governing  powers  can  be  limited  by  Congress  but  until  that  occurs,  an 
indian  tribe  essentially  retains  all  of  its  ORIGINAL  rights.  Obviously 
one  of  its  ORIGINAL  RIGHTS  is  to  HUNT  and  FISH  within  the  territory  it 
once  controlled.  Whereas  the  right  to  hunt  and  fish  on  the  reservation 
land  has  long  been  established. 

The  right  to  hunt  and  fish  was  expressly  guaranteed  to  many  tribes  in 
their  treaties  with  the  United  States.  However,  this  right  is 
presumed  to  exist  even  if  the  treaty  doesn't  mention  it.  As  the 
Supreme  Court  in  1905,  a treaty  is  not  a grant  of  rights  but  a taking 
of  rights  from  them.  Consequently  if  a silent  on  the  subject  of 
Indian  hunting  and  fishing  rights,  then  these  rights  are  not  limited 
by  the  treaty  and  still  exist  in  full  force. 
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The  Rights  of  Indians  and  Tribes. 

One  question  that  has  been  raised,  has  been  does  a tribe  use  hunting 
and  fishing  methods  that  did  not  exist  when  the  treaties  were  signed  ? 

Yes.  The  right  to  hunt  and  fish  carries  the  right  to  use  modern 
techniques  for  obtaining  wildlife.  A tribe  that  fished  from  shore 
when  its  treaty  was  written  can  today  use  motorized  boats  for  that 
purpose. 

In  addition  the  right  to  hunt  and  fish  also  includes  the  right  to  take 
wildlife  for  traditional  uses.  Tribes  also  can  continue  to  take  fish 
for  religious  needs  and  ceremonies 

"RE;  Bit  of  History"  

Date:  Sun,  23  May  1999  02:20:44  GMT 

From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 

Subj:  Bit  of  history.  Did  you  know. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Question . 

Has  the  United  States  honored  its  treaty  commitment  ? 

Answer . 

Generally  one  has  to  say  NO  ! The  United  States  has  broken  nearly 
every  one  of  its  Indian  treaties.  The  main  reason  for  breaking  them 
was  the  taking  of  LAND 

Lets  just  look  at  one  nation,  the  Sioux.  We  could  look  at  others  and 
I bet  others  here  could  tell  you  all  some  history  about  how  their 
nation  was  torn  from  there  lands.  But. 

Back  In  1851  the  Sioux  signed  a treaty  that  guaranteed  a sizable 
reservation  as  a permanent  home.  My  guess  they  trusted  the  United 
States  government.  However  the  federal  government  allowed  hundreds  of 
non-natives  to  settle  on  this  land  in  violation  of  the  treaty.  So 
after  several  battles,  in  1868  the  Sioux  were  forced  to  sign  a new 
treaty  that  this  time  drastically  diminished  the  size  of  their 
reservation.  Although  this  treaty  took  most  of  the  land,  it  at  least 
left  the  Sioux  the  Black  Hills  for  the  time  being.  Plus  they  were 
promised  that  no  more  land  would  be  taken  from  them.  But  then  as  we 
all  know,  GOLD  was  found  in  them  hills  in  1874  and  in  1877  Congress 
removed  the  Black  Hills  from  the  reservation.  Now  nice  of  them. 

However  this  was  not  the  end  of  this  taking  of  land.  In  1889 
Congress  removed  half  of  the  remaining  land  and  made  six  reservations . 
Then  they  divided  the  Sioux  on  to  them.  Their  was  resistance  to 
this  and  many  Sioux  were  killed  at  Battle  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1890. 

Now  between  1904  and  1910  Congress  removed  even  more  lands  from  the 
Sioux.  Example,  Rose  Bub  was  reduce  to  one  quarter  of  its  size. 

Note . . . 

Notice  the  dates.  These  are  not  500  or  200  year  ago  but  mostly  less 
than  one  hundred  years.  What  is  important  to  point  out  that  over  and 
over  we  are  told  "I  am  not  responsible  for  what  happened  in  the  past." 
But  those  of  you  living  today  are  living  off  those  resources  taken  from 
from  the  Black  Hills.  The  United  States  got  RICH  and  the  Sioux  got 
little  or  nothing.  Today  when  they  or  any  First  Nation  nation 
requests  so  repayment,  we  are  told  we  are  always  begging  for  more 
handouts.  Its  not  begging,  its  asking  that  the  United  States  and  its 
people  live  up  to  the  rape  done  to  our  lands,  lands  that  gave  you  what 


have  today.  Freedom,  wealth  taken  from  the  First  Nation  People  and 
deprived  the  necessities  of  life  that  so  many  of  you  have  enjoyed  for 
so  long.  Dust  look  at  the  last  hundred  years  alone.  First  Nations 
have  been  deprived  of  a meaningful  life  because  they  don't  get  a equal 
share  like  non-natives  do  from  resources  found  on  there  lands. 

One  has  to  think  what  if  ? What  if  rather  than  forcing  our  people  to 
live  on  reservation  and  stealing  what  belong  to  us,  that  it  was 
shared  ? 

I guess  things  would  have  been  better  for  all  of  us,  and  not  just  a 
select  few. 


"RE : Wolverine  Again  Threatened  with  Imprisonment"  

Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  03:30:34  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Wolverine:  "house  arrest,"  intimidation  and  gagging 

: - : - :S . I . S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

May  20,  1999  No  Copyright;  please  reproduce 

SHUSWAP  ELDER  AGAIN  THREATENED  WITH  IMPRISONMENT  BY  BC  AUTHORITIES 

The  67  year  old  Shuswap  traditionalist  Wolverine  is  again  experiencing 
harassment  and  intimidation  from  parole  office  officials  in  BC.  Wolverine 
was  recently  paroled  from  an  8 1/2  year  prison  sentence  for  his  role  in  the 
1995  defence  of  unceded,  sacred  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen 
Lake)  against  one  of  the  largest  RCMP  operations  in  Canadian  history. 

Wolverine,  aka  Dones  William  Ignace,  has  been  advised  by  the  Kamloops 
Parole  Office  that  he  may  not  speak  about  state  crimes  committed  during  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  standoff,  nor  may  he  communicate  with  any  other  members  of 
the  indigenous  traditionalist  movement  in  BC.  He  has  also  been  forbidden  to 
attend  a recent  gathering  of  the  Arrow  Lakes  people  and  cultural  gatherings 
in  the  Lil'Wat  nation.  Moreover,  Wolverine  has  been  told  that  all 
communications  with  Splitting  the  Sky,  spokesperson  of  the  FREE  WOLVERINE 
Campaign,  must  cease  on  pain  of  re-imprisonment . No  such  gag-order  is 
included  in  Wolverine's  terms  of  parole  from  the  National  Parole  Board;  the 
initiative  appears  to  emanate  from  the  BC  authorities,  specifically  the 
Kamloops  Parole  Office. 

The  Kamloops  Parole  Office  previously  threatened  Wolverine  with 
re-imprisonment  in  February  of  this  year,  when  he  accepted  a speaking 
engagement  at  a community  college  in  Kamloops.  They  withdrew  that  threat 
after  being  flooded  with  protest  letters  from  around  the  world  which 
condemned  the  blatant  attack  on  his  freedom  of  speech. 

Wolverine's  friend  and  associate  Splitting  the  Sky  expressed  outrage  at 
the  latest  development.  "It  shows  how  far  the  governments  will  go  to  stop 
discussion  or  debate  of  anything  connected  to  Indigenous  sovereignty  and 
[Canada's]  attempts  to  suppress  it.  The  intimidation,  gagging  and  virtual 
house  arrest  of  the  elder  Wolverine,  and  the  disbarment  of  our  counsel  of 
choice  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  demonstrate  clearly  the  governments'  clear  intent  to 
muzzle  the  truth . " 

An  international  campaign  to  obtain  a public  inquiry  into  1995  Gustafsen 
standoff  and  the  state  crimes  and  human  rights  abuses  that  occurred  there, 
has  thus  far  met  with  outright  refusals  from  both  the  BC  and  federal 
governments,  despite  a recent  UN  Human  Rights  Commission  ruling 
recommending  an  inquiry  into  the  killing  of  Aazhoodena  sovereignty  activist 
Dudley  George  during  the  1995  stand-off  at  Stoney  Point  (aka  Ipperwash). 
Both  standoffs  occurred  virtually  simultaneously,  both  concerned  sacred 
lands  and  sovereignty,  and  both  involved  the  active  participation  of 
collaborationist  Indian  elites  who  publicly  denounced  the  standoffs  at  the 
time.  These  same  elements  have  now  inserted  themselves  into  the  inquiry 
campaigns  and  are  attempting  to  exploit  and  steer  the  resulting  political 
capital  to  their  own  agendas. 

Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  when 
confronted  recently  by  Gustafsen  supporters  at  the  Vancouver  airport, 
brushed  off  complaints  about  his  lack  of  action  on  an  AFN  resolution 
committing  to  pressure  a public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects"  of  both  the 


Gustafsen  Lake  and  Stoney  Point  crises.  "That's  only  one  of  hundreds  of 
things  we  have  to  do/'  said  Fontaine.  "We've  got  lots  of  other  things  to 
do  and  I'm  not  the  only  one  handling  that  anyway'/  said  the  Grand  Chief 
as  he  hurried  away. 


PLEASE  PROTEST  IN  THE  STRONGEST  WAY  POSSIBLE  THE  THREATENED 
RE-INCARCERATION  OF  WOLVERINE!  DEMAND  THAT  HIS  FREEDOM  OF  SPEECH,  FREEDOM 
OF  ASSOCIATION  AND  FREEDOM  OF  MOVEMENT  BE  RESPECTED: 

Kamloops  Parole  Area  Office 
590-175  Second  Avenue 
Kamloops  "BC"  (Canada) 

Phone  (250)  851-4800 

Solicitor-General  of  Canadafor  Corrections  and  Parole  matters) 

MacAuL@parl . gc . ca  or 

remote -printer . Lawrence_MacAuley@16139913283 . iddd . tpc . int 
Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien:  pm@pm.gc.ca 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov . be . ca 
Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine:  pfontaine@afn . ca 

Please  cc:  sisis@envirolink.org  (letters  will  be  forwarded  to  Wolverine) 

30IN  THE  CALL  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  NOW! 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

Some  of  those  calling  for  a public  inquiry  include: 

Lil'Wat  Estken,  Moloqhil  Tinamat,  Defensoria  Maya  (Guatemala),  Te  Ropa 
Maori,  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP),  Green 
Group  of  the  European  Parliament,  The  Black  Community  Collective,  Black 
Autonomy  International,  The  Afrikan  Frontline  Network,  Anti-Racist  Action 
(ARA),  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (SISIS),  NW  Leonard 
Peltier  Support  Network,  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  (ARC),  Council  of 
Canadians  (Victoria),  Building  Bridges  to  Chiapas,  National  Green  Party  of 
Canada,  Ramsey  Clark  - former  US  Attorney  General  and  counsel  to  Leonard 
Peltier,  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  Free  Wolverine  Campaign,  Incomindios, 
For  Mother  Earth/Kola  (Belgium),  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  League  of 
Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  American  Indian  Movement  (Florida),  National 
Campus/Community  Radio  Association  (NCRA),  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees  (CUPE),  Teaching  Support  Staff  Union  (TSSU-SFU),  IWW,  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students,  and  many  more... 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Full  Disclosure  of  Truth  in  Canadian  Peltier  Case"  

Date:  Mon,  24  May  1999  13:47:35  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Subj : Full  disclosure  of  truth  in  Canadian  Peltier  case 

NOTE:  Please  send  all  inquiries/comments  about  this  post  to  the  original 
sender,  <lpdccfd@web.net>,  *not*  S.I.S.I.S. 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  09:42:41  -0400 
From:  "LPDC  Canada"  <lpdccfd@web.net> 

PLEASE  POST  ON  YOUR  NETWORKS  -- 

scanned  photos  are  available  upon  request  for  print  publication 

Thanks,  LPDC  Canada 

++++++ 

For  Immediate  release.  May  14,  1999 
LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  CANADA 

McLellan's  remarks  hint  at  human  rights  setback 

Full  and  complete  disclosure  of  the  truth  of  the 

past  23  years  In  the  Canadian  Peltier  case  is  called  for 


"Nothing  less  than  the  truth  with  full  and  complete  disclosure  of  all 
evidence  withheld  for  the  past  twenty  three  years  pertaining  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  case  in  Canada  will  be  accepted/'  stated  Frank  Dreaver  of  the  LPDC. 
"Are  we  to  believe  that  after  all  these  years  of  world  attention  with  many 
independent  examinations  of  the  hard  won  evidence  by  human  rights, 
government  and  legal  experts,  that  the  Canadian  minister  of  justice  would 
now  dismiss  this  as  completely  irrelevant?" 

Recent  remarks  made  by  justice  minister  Anne  McLellan  suggesting  there  is 
no  evidence  of  fraud  in  Leonard  Peltier's  extradition  in  1976  were  met  with 
reactions  of  outrage  and  disbelief.  Her  remarks  to  the  press  on  May  5th 
concluded  there  is  no  evidence  any  one  lied  in  the  extradition  hearings  and 
that  the  extradition  was  justified  on  the  basis  of  other  evidence  aside 
from  key  affidavits  which  the  minister  did  not  point  out  have  long  since 
been  discredited. 

Not  surprisingly,  McLellan  also  stated  she  has  just  received  permission 
from  the  United  States  government  to  release  the  findings  of  her 
department's  own  review  authorized  by  her  predecessor  Allan  Rock  following 
years  of  public  appeals  including  the  intervention  by  55  MPs  in  Peltier's 
U.S.  court  proceedings  and  the  urgent  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples.  The  minister  further  stated  she  would 
release  the  results  of  the  internal  review  within  upcoming  weeks. 

Her  announcement  was  made  on  the  same  day  a historic  vote  took  place  at 
Canada's  largest  labour  convention  amongst  two  thousand  delegates  of  the 
Canadian  Labour  Congress,  representing  2.5  million  unionized  workers.  They 
unanimously  ratified  an  emergency  resolution  committing  themselves  to 
exerting  political  pressure  for  the  Canadian  government  to  seek  ways  to 
rectify  the  injustice  including  filing  its  official  recommendation  for 
Peltier's  unconditional  release. 

"The  fact  that  Canada  has  been  given  permission  by  the  United  States  to 
close  the  review  is  in  itself  an  outrage,"  said  Frank  Dreaver,  LPDC 
Canada's  founder  and  international  spokesperson.  "This  suggests  what  we 
have  always  known,  that  the  American  government  is  controlling  the 
procedure,  timing  and  outcome  of  this  issue  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  country,"  he  continued.  "It  is  exactly  the  kind  of  international 
intrusion  of  Canada's  affairs  and  sovereignty  that  continues  to  outrage 
Canadian  peoples.  From  the  beginning  we  have  always  demanded  that  any 
review  should  be  conducted  independently  of  the  justice  department  to 
ensure  a fair  evaluation,"  said  Dreaver. 

The  minister's  comments  causes  grave  concern  that  the  Canadian  government 
will  not  allow  a proper  assessment  of  all  evidence  that  proves  the 
deliberate  fraud  of  the  extradition  treaty  and  that  all  evidence  not  just 
the  coerced  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  affidavits  but  the  other  evidence  the  minister 
is  referring  to  could  never  have  amounted  to  legitimate  grounds  for 
extradition . 

The  day  after  her  announcement,  MP  lack  Ramsey,  the  Reform  Party's  justice 
critic  questioned  McLellan  in  Parliament  as  to  what  other  evidence  the 
justice  department  relied  upon  in  Peltier's  extradition.  "I  cannot  tell  the 
House  the  nature  of  that  additional  evidence,"  McLellan  responded.  "The 
contents  of  that  entire  review  will  be  released  by  me  within  coming  weeks. 

At  that  time  everybody  will  be  able  to  see  the  basis  on  which  Mr.  Peltier 
was  extradited  from  Canada." 

If  this  is  the  case  then  disclosure  of  Warren  Allmand's  report  is 
extremely  critical  as  a key  release  of  all  contents  of  the  review,  said 
Dreaver,  who  explained  that  Allmand  studied  the  files  and  submitted 
recommendations  in  his  report  to  former  justice  minister  Rock  at  Mr.  Rock's 
request.  Rock  was  to  have  concluded  the  review  with  Allmand's 
recommendations  in  hand  prior  to  the  federal  election  in  Dune  1997.  Mr. 
Allmand,  a former  Liberal  Member  of  Parliament  and  Solicitor  General  of 
Canada  during  Peltier's  extradition  stated  that  once  the  Poor  Bear 
affidavits  were  found  fraudulent;  there  were  absolutely  no  grounds  for 
extradition . 

All  evidence  falsified  or  insufficient 

The  minister's  remarks  are  "very  troubling,"  responded  Osgoode  Hall  law 


professor  Dianne  Martin,  lead  counsel  on  LPDC  Canada's  team  who  compiled 
all  critical  documentation  from  Canada-U.S.  FOIA  (Freedom  of  Information 
Act)  provisions  which  the  committee  donated  in  January  to  law  libraries 
across  Canada.  The  document  is  today  a permanent  record  with  the  U.N.  human 
rights  commission  forming  the  basis  of  an  intervention  with  resolutions 
submitted  by  Dreaver  at  U.N.  hearings  in  1995. 

"It  is  as  if  the  review  by  Warren  Allmand  and  the  overwhelming 
evidence  of  significant  irregularities  in  the  extradition  did  not  exist, 
"said  Prof.  Martin.  "An  honest  and  objective  review  of  this  record  reveals 
those  irregularities.  Equally  ridiculous  is  the  claim  that  the  extradition 
was  not  based  on  the  admittedly  false  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  They  were  the 
case  for  extradition  and  they  were  false.  In  view  of  the  serious 
irregularities  in  the  subsequent  trial,"  she  continued,  "Canada  cannot  say 
that  our  hands  are  clean  in  this  terrible  wrongful  conviction.  We  permitted 
an  innocent  man  to  be  extradited  and  then  wrongly  convicted  and  we  are 
apparently  unwilling  to  admit  this  simple  but  dreadful  truth.  I am  ashamed 
and  disappointed  by  this  response." 

McLellan's  remark  that  the  other  evidence  supports  Peltier's  return  to 
the  United  States  is  contradicted  by  the  advice  of  Canada's  own  justice 
department  attorney  24  years  ago.  Paul  William  Halprin,  who  represented  the 
U.S.  government  during  the  extradition  hearings,  quickly  considered  the 
other  evidence  as  totally  inadequate.  He  had  advised  U.S.  justice  officials 
and  the  F.B.I.  shortly  after  Peltier's  arrest  that  there  was  not  enough 
evidence  to  allow  extradition  for  the  reservation  murders  and  asked  for 
more.  Weeks  later  according  to  F.B.I.  teletypes,  Halprin  visited  the 
bureau's  offices  in  South  Dakota  and  assisted  the  F.B.I.  in  their  making  of 
the  Poor  Bear  affidavits. 

The  other  evidence  McLellan  could  only  be  referring  to;  and  considered  to 
have  been  not  good  enough  by  Halprin,  simply  places  Peltier  along  with 
dozens  of  peoples  at  the  scene  of  the  shootout.  He  was  seen  hours  after  the 
shooting  began  with  a gun  along  with  many  others  who  had  been  firing  in 
self-defense  and  that  his  fingerprint  was  found  on  the  outside  of  a paper 
bag  allegedly  containing  one  of  the  agents'  handguns  five  months  after  the 
shooting.  This  IS  hardly  ground  for  proving  he  committed  the  deliberate  and 
intentional  murder  of  the  F.B.I.  agents. 

The  two  affidavits  that  were  eventually  produced  stating  that  Peltier 
murdered  the  two  agents  had  been  coerced  from  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  an  alleged 
eyewitness.  She  recanted  the  affidavits  shortly  after  they  were  produced  to 
the  extradition  court.  Prosecutors  also  admitted  that  poor  bear  had  not 
even  been  on  the  pine  ridge  reservation  and  did  not  know  Peltier. 

On  Dune  18,  1976  Justice  Schultz,  the  Canadian  extradition  judge 
ordered  the  extradition  on  the  basis  of  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  But  he 
was  not  aware  of  a third  conflicting  affidavit  which  surfaced  in  the  trial 
of  Peltier's  two  co-defendants  in  July  1976  and  who  were  acquitted  of  the 
murder  charges  on  grounds  of  self-defense.  This  affidavit  stated  Poor  Bear 
was  not  present  on  Pine  Ridge  reservation  on  the  day  of  the  shootout  and 
therefore  could  not  have  witnessed  any  of  the  events.  With  evidence  of 
falsified  and  corrupted  testimony,  Peltier's  attorneys  appealed  the 
extradition  TO  Canada's  Federal  Court  of  Appeal  in  October  1976,  which 
then,  without  written  reasons,  refused  to  consider  the  third  affidavit  and 
ordered  Peltier  extradited. 

Political  Asylum  in  Canada 

A request  for  political  asylum  for  Peltier  in  Canada  was  made  to  Ron 
Basford,  Justice  Minister  under  the  Liberal  government  of  the  time  since 
under  sec.  22  of  the  Extradition  Act  the  minister  could  stop  Peltier's 
extradition  if  he  believed  the  offences  were  politically  motivated. 

However,  Basford  chose  not  to  consider  the  new  evidence  suggesting  bad 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  and  was  therefore  able  to  bypass  having  to 
assess  the  political  persecution  behind  the  fraudulent  charges.  (Canada's 
Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien  was  finance  minister  at  the  time.) 

On  Dec.  17,  1976  Basford  officially  responded  that  the  Poor  Bear 
affidavits  was  a "legal  matter  for  the  courts  which  have  dealt  with  it  in 
Canada  and  will  undoubtedly  do  so  in  the  U.S."  However,  in  making  his 
official  response,  he  must  have  known  several  weeks  earlier  the  appeals 


count  had  refused  to  deal  with  the  new  evidence.  Since  then  no  court,  both 
in  Canada  and  the  U.S.  has  ever  ruled  on  the  matter  of  the  falsified 
affidavits,  although  two  unprecedented  legal  actions  were  still  made  from 
Canada  many  years  later. 

In  1989,  Canadian  attorneys  filed  a leave  to  appeal  the  extradition  on 
the  ground  of  deliberate  fraud  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  Lawyers 
for  Canada's  department  of  justice,  once  again  representing  the  U.S. 
government,  could  not  and  did  not  deny  the  existence  of  fraud  and  even 
admitted  to  it  during  oral  argument.  But  the  courts  once  again  without 
releasing  any  written  judgement  recommended  any  remedy  would  have  to  be 
taken  up  with  the  Canadian  government. 

Then  in  1992  with  political  pressure  building,  55  parliamentarians 
intervened  in  Peltier's  U.S.  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  hearing 
arguing  the  extradition  fraud  was  part  of  a pattern  of  government 
misconduct  and  recommended  that  his  "tainted  conviction  be  set  aside."  The 
court  ruled  the  argument  should  have  been  raised  before  (even  though  no 
court  would  hear  it  and  under  international  ruling  Peltier  was  prevented 
from  raising  it  in  trial);  that  it  was  for  the  Canadian  government  and  not 
individual  members  to  argue  it. 

Even  so,  U.S.  judges  over  the  years  have  commented  on  the  "improper 
tactics"  of  the  F.B.I.  and  "clear  abuse  of  the  investigative  process"  to 
secure  Peltier's  extradition.  And  yet  successive  Ministers  of  Justice  in 
Canada  up  until  the  Supreme  Court  presentation  ruled  that  this  was  a matter 
for  the  courts  to  decide.  This  ultimately  came  to  a stop  with  the 
re-opening  of  the  case  after  18  years  under  the  Canadian  ministerial 
review.  Over  the  years,  world  reaction  has  appealed  for  the  Canadian 
government  and  each  of  its  Ministers  of  Justice  to  examine  fairly  all 
evidence  that  the  court  of  appeal  or  the  justice  minister  of  the  time 
refused  to  consider.  The  extradition  proceedings  could  have  ended  there. 

But  it  didn't  and  Canada  should  exercise  what  the  courts  could  not,  that 
it  has  a continuing  obligation  to  seek  ways  to  remedy  this  initial  failure. 
In  so  doing,  it  would  uphold  a standard  of  trust  and  integrity  between 
countries  under  the  extradition  treaty  as  well  as  under  Canada's  Bill  of 
Rights  (since  1982,  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms).  It  would  have  also 
determined  some  responsibility  for  denying  Peltier  his  fundamental  right  to 
due  process,  not  only  in  Canada  but  also  in  the  United  States. 

In  closing,  we  look  forward  to  a full  airing  out  of  all  facts  and 
circumstances  of  Leonard  Peltier's  extradition  and  encourage  all  people  to 
write  to  Anne  McLellan  for  her  good  faith,  integrity  and  courage  to 
disclose  all  contents  of  the  review.  Remind  her  of  Canada's  international 
responsibility  in  ensuring  a fair  assessment  of  the  extradition  which  is 
being  monitored  worldwide  by  international  human  rights  and  judicial 
bodies,  the  European  Parliament  and  millions  of  peoples  from  around  the 
world.  We  also  want  to  remind  the  minister  of  her  obligation  to  releasing 
to  the  peoples  of  Canada,  the  United  States  and  worldwide  the  damning 
evidence  of  fraud  accumulated  over  the  years. 

Canadians  were  informed  by  American  authorities  that  Peltier  would  receive 
a fair  trial,  when  in  fact  evidence  including  the  U.S.  government's  own 
admissions  proves  he  did  not.  He  was  extradited  for  the  first-degree  murder 
of  two  F.B.I.  agents;  convicted  of  the  charges  and  sentenced  to  two 
consecutive  life  sentences  in  a trial  where  evidence  vindicating  his 
co-defendants  was  suddenly  denied  to  him.  Both  judge  and  state  were 
deliberately  made  hostile  in  order  to  gain  a conviction.  The  final  insult, 
the  coerced  testimony  of  Poor  Bear  in  itself  was  ruled  inadmissible  in 
court  because  the  F.B.I.  deemed  her  testimony  "unreliable"  because  of 
mental  instability;  the  very  same  coerced  testimony  used  to  extradite 
Peltier.  Years  later  with  the  release  of  FOIA  evidence,  U.S.  prosecutors 
were  forced  to  admit  they  don't  know  who  shot  the  agents  and  have  no  direct 
evidence  linking  Peltier  to  the  agents'  deaths.  Today,  U.S.  officials 
continue  to  justify  his  imprisonment  on  grounds  of  "aiding  and  abetting" 
even  though  he  has  never  been  charged  or  convicted  of  the  lesser  charge; 
nor  have  any  of  the  40  other  individuals,  men,  women  and  even  children  who 
were  present  at  the  scene  of  the  shootout. 

Very  simply,  Canada's  justice  department  and  its  minister  have  a duty  to 
prove  that  the  extradition  request  for  Peltier  was  made  in  good  faith  and 


was  not  politically  motivated.  The  false  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  only  the 
beginning  of  evidence  of  Peltier's  frame-up.  The  "pattern  of  outrageous 
government  misconduct"  continued  in  his  subsequent  trial,  three  U.S.  court 
appeals,  including  America's  Supreme  Court,  to  Canada's  Supreme  Court; 
finally  resulting  in  an  appeal  for  executive  clemency  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  an  official  review  of  the  extradition  with  the 
Government  of  Canada. 

The  Canadian  government  has  a responsibility  to  end  this  country's 
complicity  that  has  contributed  to  Peltier's  false  imprisonment  for  over  23 
years.  This  would  include  filing  a request  with  American  authorities  for 
his  unconditional  release  and  recommendation  to  President  Clinton  to  grant 
clemency  or  a new  and  fair  trial. 


Please  send  your  letters  to  Anne  McLellan,  Dustice  Minister  of  Canada, 
House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada  K1A  0A6.  Fax:  (613)  943-0044  or 
email:  mclela@parl.gc.ca. 

Send  copies  to  The  Hon.  Lloyd  Axworthy,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and 
International  Trade,  (same  address).  Fax:  (613)  947-4442  or  email: 
axworl@parl . gc . ca 

For  more  information,  contact  Frank  & Anne  Dreaver  of  the  LPDC  Canada 
at  (416)  439-1893  or  email  at  lpdccfd@web.net. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  23  May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Satterfield,  Charles  A 

CV-1549 

10745  Rt.  18 

Albion,  PA  16475-0002 

Date  of  Birth:  4/6/65 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Scott,  Brett  Kevin 

#184-464 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  3/19/58 
Ancestry:  Apache 

Shankes,  Marshall  Allen 

#275-553 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  11/11/58 


Self,  Terry 
#253-474 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/93 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Schmidt,  Pogey  L. 

#29239  - S-D-139 
609  E.  Pence  Rd . 

Western  Missouri  Corr.  Center 
Camern,  MO  64429 

Sequoyah,  NI 
# H27800 

San  Quentin  State  Prison 
San  Quentin,  CA  94974 
DOB:  1/03/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Savol,  Anthony 
AP9394  SCI  - Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/3/54 

Stiles,  Sam 
#247-202 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Ancestry:  Kiowa 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Angel  of  the  Morning"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Mar  1999  16:38:42  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Angel  of  the  morning... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Angel  of  the  Morning.... 

The  Spring  of  1968  was  uneventful,  I was  in  a BIA  boarding  school  at 
Flagstaff  Arizona.  It  was  the  bordertown  dorm,  they  called  it,  we  had  a 
boys  building  and  a girl's  building  and  a third  building  which  was  the 
admin-cafeteria.  It  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  forest,  large  pine  trees 
surrounded  the  school  on  the  west  side  of  town.  You  would  have  to  know 
where  it  was  to  find  it.  There  were  many  of  us  there,  all  Indian  kids 
from  off  the  reservation  ranging  from  Marble  Canyon  up  by  Page  through 
Kaibeto,  Shonto,  then  through  Kayenta,  Chilchinbeto  clear  down  to  Grand 
Falls  by  Luepp  and  then  Dilcon  and  small  places  no  had  heard  of  like 
Selba  Delkai. 

We  came  from  hogans,  small  houses  and  far  off  communities,  some  would 
said  we  were  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  but  it  did  not  seem  like  it.  We 
were  like  other  kids  in  school  but  were  Indian  students.  Navajo  kids 
lived  at  this  school  all  year  long  and  then  returned  home  during  the 
summer,  because  from  our  own  homes  school  was  far  off  and  too  difficult 
to  get  to  on  a daily  basis. 

You  would  hear  the  names  Yellowman,  Sloan,  Acothley,  Whitehat,  Jackson, 
Rockbridge  along  with  Begay,  Salt,  Tsinnijinnie  and  Yazzie,  there  were 
many  of  us  there,  it  was  our  life. 

In  the  spring  of  1968  we  had  a visitor,  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  all 
young  people  and  those  of  us  who  lived  on  the  edge  of  life,  near 
civilization  but  not  quite  in  it  had  a sense  of  hope.  This  hope  took 
the  form  of  Robert  Kennedy,  a senator  who  wanted  to  see  for  himself  how 
the  War  on  Poverty  had  gone  for  us.  He  was  to  come  to  the  dorms  and  go 
through  them.  The  floors  of  the  dorm  were  never  cleaner  and  everyone 
stood  in  line  to  get  a haircut  because  he  was  coming.  Shirt  tails  not 
tucked  in  were  the  rage,  a small  sign  of  freedom  or  rebellion,  but 
during  this  time  if  you  showed  those  shirt  tails,  they  were  cut  off,  so 


Slay,  Mike  L. 

#318-994 
PO  Box  740 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/73 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Sitz,  Jonathan  Wesley 
#226-595 
2294  Slagle  Rd. 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


nobody  wore  them  out,  they  were  all  tucked  in. 

I was  on  the  walkway  between  the  boys  dorm  and  cafeteria,  we  were  all 
along  there  us  students  and  watch  as  a bunch  of  suits  came  out  of  the 
building  and  made  their  way  up  the  walk  toward  us.  I stood  with  a small 
group  and  watched  as  they  came  by.  I remember  the  mayor  of  Flagstaff, 
the  principal  of  the  high  school,  city  councilman  and  others  who  had 
never  been  there  before  walking  with  him.  I wondered  how  he  would  be 
able  to  see  us  students  with  the  crowd  around  him.  They  came  on  up  the 
walk  and  expected  them  to  walk  on  by. 

Mr.  Kennedy  stopped  and  came  to  us.  I remember  is  smile  and  long  hair, 
he  pushed  it  back  and  then  extended  a hand  to  us  and  we  shook  it.  Some 
of  the  kids  were  bashful  and  just  put  their  head  down.  He  had  a warm 
smile  shook  our  hands  and  spoke  to  us.  He  asked  about  the  school,  the 
nice  surroundings  and  where  we  from.  He  said  we  were  the  future  of  our 
people  and  that  he  was  looking  into  the  conditions  of  our  people.  He 
spoke  as  if  he  were  talking  to  all  of  us,  to  all  those  who  did  not  have 
running  water,  electricity,  not  enough  food  and  not  having  the 
opportunities  every  American  should  have.  He  did  not  say  it  as  if  he 
were  campaigning,  but  that  it  was  something  we  should  expect  and  that 
was  good  to  hear. 

I thought  the  dreams  of  his  brother  had  not  died  with  him,  that 
equality  and  someone  from  way  up  on  high  was  still  looking  to  fulfill  a 
chance  to  get  us  some  thing  better.  It  was  hope  we  heard  and  though  he 
just  spent  a minute  with  us,  it  was  as  if  there  was  a throng,  an  group 
standing  there  with  us  made  up  of  all  people  that  maybe  a better  day 
was  coming.  He  continued  up  the  walk  and  went  into  the  buildings  and 
spoke  to  many  children  there.  We  had  kids  from  the  first  grade  through 
high  school  He  spent  some  time  talking  to  the  first  graders,  asking 
them  about  home,  he  was  concerned  that  children  so  young  would  have  to 
live  so  far  from  home.  He  made  them  laugh  and  smile  because  he  talked 
about  his  own  children  at  home. 

He  later  left  and  spoke  that  evening  at  the  auditorium  at  the  Arizona 
State  College,  now  called  NAU.  My  parents  went  and  listened  to  him 
speak,  I was  able  to  get  an  autograph,  it  is  framed  in  my  mother's  room 
even  now  on  a slip  of  paper.  It  sits  between  pictures  of  John  and 
Robert  Kennedy.  I did  not  go  to  hear  him  speak  but  I knew  anybody  that 
could  get  there  was  there  to  listen  to  him.  I learned  later  that  he 
was  running  for  President.  I thought  it  would  be  good  to  see  him  win. 

He  took  the  time  to  go  not  only  to  our  school  but  to  go  out  on  the 
reservation  and  visit  the  communities  and  homes  there,  to  speak  to 
people  who  had  no  one  to  speak  for  them  about  their  needs. 

After  graduation  I went  with  some  of  my  friends,  all  of  us  young  men 
to  Mexico.  We  were  the  Pepsi  Generation,  old  enough  for  the  draft  to 
Vietnam  and  we  knew  that  was  there,  but  chose  to  not  talk  about  it. 

Those  of  us  that  went  were  friends  from  school.  There  was  a Gomez, 

Raoul,  Cruz  and  four  others,  just  one  who  was  not  Chicano  or  Indian, 
David.  We  had  been  friends  over  the  years,  through  my  school  years.  We 
all  shared  youth  and  all  of  us  were  classified  1A,  meaning  the  draft 
was  looming  before  us  and  our  numbers  were  low.  I had  hoped  that  with 
Kennedy  in  office  that  the  need  for  the  draft  would  disappear;  somehow 
go  away,  I think  we  thought  he  would  bring  about  an  end  to  the  war,  I 
don't  know  why,  it  just  seemed  possible  with  him,  RFK. 

There  we  were,  eight  young  men,  really  just  overgrown  boys,  we 
travelled  all  the  way  to  Mexico  City,  to  Guadalajara  and  Cuzco-the 
Silver  City,  and  then  back  to  Puerto  Penasco-Rocky  Point.  We  went  down 
there  to  Mexico  to  take  a look  around,  to  buy  sombreros  and  also  in 
part  because  we  learned  there  was  no  minimum  age  to  buy  beer. The  first 
thing  we  did  was  to  buy  a case  of  beer  when  we  got  across  the  border 
and  we  drank  it  when  we  got  to  Rocky  Point,  Mexico. 

We  camped  out  and  saw  Mexico.  At  Rocky  Point  we  stayed  on  the  beach,  it 
was  a beautiful  place,  the  water  was  brilliant  blue.  When  the  tide  goes 
out  the  land  becomes  dry  for  a mile  out  and  you  can  walk  out  there  to  an 
island  made  of  nothing  but  snail  and  sea  shells.  Along  the  way  there 
were  small  depressions,  we  learned  to  avoid  these  because  crabs  sat  in 
there  just  waiting  to  grab  your  feet. 


It  was  Dune  and  the  long  days  of  summer  were  bright,  clear  and  we  did 
not  have  a care  in  the  world.  We  could  catch  the  music  from  Tucson  and 
listened  to  rock  and  roll.  One  morning  we  got  up  and  had  an  egg  eating 
contest,  if  you  asked  for  3 eggs  you  got  6 and  had  to  eat  them  Being 
young  and  adventurous  I chose  to  eat  12,  and  then  had  to  eat  two  dozen 
eggs.  I won  the  competition  but  laid  on  the  beach  to  sick  to  move 
that  morning.  After  going  behind  a sand  dune  and  coming  back  a little 
lighter  I felt  better.  We  went  swimming,  the  water  was  warm  and  we 
thought  it  would  be  nice  to  live  here  someday. 

We  joked  about  finding  a girl  to  sneak  back  across  the  border,  to  take 
some,  not  having  any  mutton  to  eat  and  what  about  fry  bread,  we  knew  we 
had  to  go  home  in  a day  or  two.  The  money  for  the  trip  had  come  from 
cleaning  yards,  working  at  the  bus  station  cafeteria,  and  raffles.  It 
was  a good  day. 

We  listened  to  the  radio,  there  was  a song  on  I really  liked,  Angel  of 
the  Morning  playing.  It  drifted  out  on  the  wind,  I was  propped  up 
against  a log  looking  at  the  water.  I can  hear  the  song  even  now,  it 
comes  to  me  just  like  it  was  yesterday.  It  sounds  pretty  good,  a nice 
song.  It  felt  good  to  be  young  and  carefree  with  just  the  day  ahead  to 
worry  about.  The  song  did  not  finish,  we  were  sitting  on  the  beach  and 
heard  the  words  come  over  the  radio.  Robert  Kennedy  had  been  shot  in 
California.  We  all  stopped  and  call  the  rest  over  to  listen. 

The  disc  jockey  said  that  Robert  Kennedy  had  been  shot  and  his 
condition  was  not  known  but  had  been  shot  like  John  Kennedy,  an  assassin 
had  shot  him.  We  sat  there  and  could  not  believe  it.  It  has  to  be 
just  an  attempt,  a superficial  wound.  This  man  who  had  come  and  spoken 
with  us  and  given  us  hope  told  us  our  dreams  could  come  true.  We  sat 
there  in  shock  and  after  a while  we  heard  that  he  was  killed,  he  was 
dead.  We  sat  there  for  a long  time  and  were  quiet.  It  was  a private 
time,  the  insanity  of  it  all.  Who  would  do  such  a thing?  We  had  been 
through  this  before  and  now  this  Kennedy  was  gone.  It  was  as  if  someone 
had  put  something  you  were  looking  forward  to  on  a table  and  then  took 
it  away  without  saying  why. 

We  went  our  separate  ways  and  cried  on  our  own.  We  were  men  and  tough 
and  no  one  could  see  us  weak,  but  the  red  eyes  were  there.  We  drove 
into  town  and  the  Catholic  Church  was  full  of  people  and  we  went  in.  We 
said  a silent  prayer  with  those  gathered  there  and  we  decided  it  was 
time  to  go  home.  We  packed  up  and  then  left  to  our  own  land,  the 
United  States,  to  Arizona  to  home.  We  weren't  sure  about  tomorrow  and 
some  hopes  that  vanished  with  the  song.  It  seems  we  don't  have  anyone 
to  speak  for  us,  as  Indians  to  take  the  time  to  come  and  see  us  and 
talk  to  our  children  and  visit  our  homes  in  remote  places  and  I miss 
that.  I wish  there  was  someone,  a leader,  to  inspire  and  give  hope  to 
us  and  to  my  children  and  this  generation.  When  I hear  the  song  Angel 
of  the  Morning  it  takes  me  back  to  that  day  years  ago. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  21:22:00  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  106 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  PESSIMIST 


Nothing  to  do  but  work. 

Nothing  to  eat  but  food. 

Nothing  to  wear  but  clothes. 

To  keep  one  from  going  nude. 

Nothing  to  breathe  but  air. 

Quick  as  a flash  'tis  gone; 
Nowhere  to  fall  but  off. 

Nowhere  to  stand  but  on. 

Nothing  to  comb  but  hair. 

Nowhere  to  sleep  but  in  bed. 
Nothing  to  weep  but  tears. 

Nothing  to  bury  but  dead. 

Nothing  to  sing  but  songs. 

Ah,  well,  alas!  alack! 

Nowhere  to  go  but  out. 

Nowhere  to  come  but  back. 

Nothing  to  see  but  sights. 

Nothing  to  quench  but  thirst. 
Nothing  to  have  but  what  we've  got; 
Thus  thro'  life  we  are  cursed. 

Nothing  to  strike  but  a gait; 

Everything  moves  that  goes. 
Nothing  at  all  but  common  sense. 

Can  ever  withstand  these  woes. 

- Phil  King,  in  Chicago  "Journal." 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  RESPECT. 


CARLISLE,  Pa.  April  26,  1899. 

EDITOR  INDIAN  HELPER: 

Will  you  kindly  publish  the  enclosed  resolutions  adopted  by  our 
class,  in  your  paper?  We  wish  it  to  be  known  at  the  Indian  School  how 
much  we  feel  the  loss  of  such  a classmate  as  Thomas  Marshall  was. 
Respectfully, 

W.  LEWIS  HALDY, 

Dickinson,  '00. 

WHEREAS,  Death  has  suddenly  removed  form  our  midst  our  beloved  friend 
and  classmate,  Thomas  P.  Marshall;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  the  members  of  the  class  of  Nineteen  Hundred  of  Dickinson 
College,  to  whom  he  had  become  endeared  through  his  noble  Christian 
life,  hereby  wish  to  express  our  grief  at  his  loss  and  our  sympathy  with 
the  bereaved  family  and  the  many  friends  of  our  classmate;  therefore  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  That  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  his  parents,  that 
it  be  printed  in  the  "Dickinsonian, " and  that  it  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  class. 

Signed, 

W.  LEWIS  HALDY 
D . MORGAN  CLARK 
T.  LEONARD  HOOVER. 

Committee . 


THE  WEDDING. 


Annie  Gesis  looked  very  pretty  in  her  gown  of  Organdie  white  and 
floral  decorations  as  she  stood  before  the  minister,  in  the  midst  of  a 
small  company  of  guests,  to  take  the  vows  which  made  her  the  wife  of 


Bemus  Pierce,  last  Thursday  evening,  in  the  Susan  Longstreth  Society 
Hall. 

And  Bemus? 

He,  too,  was  handsome  in  his  erect  bigness,  dressed  in  plain  black 
suit  with  faultless  fit. 

When  the  hour  arrived,  the  groom  came  in  unaccompanied,  and  took  a 
position  on  one  side  of  the  central  floral  decorations. 

It  was  a trying  moment  for  a man  who  has  made  himself  conspicuous  all 
through  his  school  life  for  his  retiring  modesty,  but  as  at  times  when 
on  the  football  field  his  metal  was  the  reserve  power  that  made  him 
equal  to  almost  any  emergency,  so  in  this,  one  of  the  most  trying 
moments  of  his  life,  this  same  metal  proved  sufficient  to  keep  him,  to 
all  outward  appearances,  self-possessed  and  dignified,  if  a little  pale. 

When  Miss  Senseney  took  her  place  at  the  piano  and  began  to  play 
Mendelssohn's  Wedding  March,  the  stately  tread  of  the  bride  and  her 
attendants,  as  they  came  slowly  down  the  long  hall  was  heard,  and  every 
eye  turned  toward  the  door  in  eager  expectancy. 

Little  Grace  Khy  and  Esanetuck  dressed  in  white  gowns  and  pink  sashes, 
entered  first,  scattering  flowers  on  the  way. 

Then  came  Major  Pratt  with  the  bride,  whom  he  was  to  give  away,  upon 
his  arm. 


(continued  on  last  page.) 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Chauncey  Yellowrobe  directs  a change  of  address  from  Ft.  Lewis 
Colorado,  to  Rosebud  Agency,  South  Dakota. 

"I  think  bullets  of  education  are  better  than  bullets  of  lead  in 
killing  the  Indian,"  says  Alice  Ridgeway  of  Bustelton,  Philadelphia. 

Miss  Carter  has  an  interesting  letter  from  Simon  Standingdeer,  who  is 
not  well,  but  he  is  still  as  fond  of  flowers  as  ever,  and  his  started  a 
flower  garden  in  North  Carolina.  He  has  sent  for  certain  slips. 

Captain  Martin  Wheelock  of  the  football  team  has  been  detailed  as 
captain  for  the  small  boys'  company,  and  assistant  to  Mrs.  Given.  While 
the  football  management  may  try  his  metal,  his  position  as  captain  of 
the  small  boys  will  try  his  manhood,  and  for  that  reason  is  a position 
to  be  sought  for  and  to  hold  if  possible.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
wishes  him  success. 

The  two  best  declamations  of  the  evening  on  Saturday  night  at  the 
monthly  exhibition  was  one  on  "Making  the  Most  of  Life,"  by  Frank  Beale, 
and  George  Moore's  "The  Pacific  Ocean  and  our  Future  There,"  by  Wm. 
Wlliott  Griffin.  Luzenia  Tibbetts'  "The  Ride  of  Jennie  McNeal,"  (with 
the  exception  of  a slight  lapse  of  memory)  was  beautifully  rendered. 


Maud  Snyder  received  good  applause  after  her  "One,  Two,  Three,"  and  Ada 
Smith's  and  Rose  Poodry's  piano  duet  was  well  enjoyed.  The  school  song 
was  rendered  in  excellent  time  and  tune  and  the  choir  sang  "Happy  and 
Light"  in  a manner  that  pleased  everybody.  Laura  Parker  of  No.  6,  made 
a good  impression,  while  Elias  Cekiya,  Agnes  White,  David  Haddon,  Dora 
Sanook,  Wallace  Miller  and  Joseph  LaFrambois  all  spoke  well;  the  little 
girls  from  No.  2,  and  the  pupils  from  No.  13  added  variety  by  way  of 
song  and  gems.  The  closing  tableau  was  a representation  of  one  J.G. 
Brown's  famous  World's  fair  paintings,  and  the  exhibition  taken  as  a 
whole  was  pronounced  by  all  as  one  of  the  best. 

Very  affectionate  and  motherly  letters  come  from  Sarah  William's  to 
her  little  girl  friends  at  Carlisle.  Sarah  is  at  Tomah,  Wisconsin,  in 
the  Government  school.  Shelah  and  Esanetuck  were  the  last  to  receive 
letters.  She  tells  many  reasons  why  the  little  girls  here  ought  to  be 
happy. 

A letter  from  Annie  Gesis  Pierce  says  she  has  a delightful  home, 
overlooking  Lake  Erie.  She  can  see  the  ships  as  they  sail  on  the  lake, 
and  she  is  as  happy  as  happy  can  be.  Mrs.  Pierce  wishes  to  extend 
heart-felt  thanks  through  the  columns  of  the  HELPER,  to  those  who  kindly 
remembered  her  with  wedding  gifts,  and  to  all  for  their  words  of 
friendly  cheer  and  good  wishes. 

Hon.  Henry  C.  Herr,  who  was  a prominent  mayor  of  Moorestown,  N.J., 
died  recently,  and  is  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Herr 
was  one  of  Carlisle's  first  country  patrons  and  in  his  family  Agnes 
Picotte  is  now  living.  She  writes  of  her  country  father,  as  she  calls 
him:  "He  has  always  been  such  a faithful  man,  and  he  always  took  such  an 
interest  in  the  girls  who  have  lived  with  his  family;  always  interested 
in  our  studies  and  willing  to  assist  us  in  our  work  during  our  schooling 
in  the  country.  He  was  certainly  an  excellent  teacher. 

The  printers  and  tailors  are  beginning  a series  of  games  of  ball. 

They  are  pretty  evenly  matched,  if  we  may  judge  from  a two-inning 
practice  game  the  other  evening  when  the  tailors  won  by  a score  of  5 to 
4;  but  as  anything  short  of  five  innings  is  not  considered  a game  there 
may  be  some  hope  of  the  printers  yet  if  they  "slug"  the  ball  and  "lead" 
their  bats,  "stick"  to  it,  play  by  "rule"  and  "em-brace"  every 
opportunity  to  catch  a "fly."  As  the  "gooso's"  must  be  all  "fowl"  there 
is  not  much  expectation  of  their  knocking  fair  ball,  but  if  they  get 
hungry  we  have  "type-lice"  to  spare  which  may  strengthen  them  so  that 
they  can  play  a real  game.  The  printers  will  not  "press"  the  "matter," 
however. 

Mrs.  Cook's  pupils  gave  a very  enjoyable  entertainment  entirely  of 
their  own  get-up  on  Wednesday  evening  in  Assembly  Hall,  before  the 
members  of  her  school  and  a few  invited  guests.  Adam  Spring,  Mary 
Bruce,  Charles  Coleman,  Grace  Warren,  Frank  Bender,  Lottie  Harris, 

Lillie  Cornelius,  Nelson  Hare  and  Harold  Parker,  each  declaimed  with 
earnestness  and  power.  David  Johnson  dressed  to  look  like  Abraham 
Lincoln  gave  Lincoln's  famous  Gettysburg  speech.  He  was  escorted  to  his 
chair  by  General  Gordon  (Frank  Thomas)  and  another  distinguished  looking 
officer  (Fred  Tibbetts.)  Ulysses  Ferris  played  two  violin  selections, 
which  carried  some  of  the  older  members  of  the  audience  back  to 
"ho-down"  days  in  the  country.  Nora  Denny  and  Celinda  King  make  their 
debut  as  pianists  and  did  very  well  for  the  first  effort.  The  new 
arrival,  Evan  Goslyah,  rendered  Swanee  River,  on  his  clarinet,  in  a 
manner  that  surprised  everybody  showing  that  he  has  been  under  good 
instruction  and  that  by  continuing  he  may  make  his  mark  in  the  world. 
Thomas  Morgan  and  Ralph  King  gave  Saxophone  solos,  in  a manner  that 
pleased  all,  and  Geo.  Moore  who  plays  the  Oboe,  made  some  merriment  with 
tones  on  his  new  and  peculiar  instrument. 
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Girls!  UMpire,  not  "em." 

No  visitors.  Funny,  isn't  it? 

Strawberry  cream!  Yum!  Yum! 

Wouldn't  it  go  good  to  take  a trolley  ride.? 

Who  says  we  shall  not  enjoy  our  liberty  when  we  get  it? 


Hasn't  the  band  been  a comfort  and  a delight  to  us  shut0ins? 

The  lawn  mower  again  singeth,  but  the  iron  roller  has  a louder  voice. 

It  did  not  take  that  organ  grinder  long  to  get  off  the  grounds  one  day 
last  week. 

Where  are  the  "dandy  lions/'  that  they  do  not  challenge  the  small  boys 
for  another  game? 

How  often  when  we  made  a mistake  do  we  begin  to  look  around  to  see 
whom  we  can  blame  it  on? 

Miss  Peter  takes  Miss  McCooks ' place  in  Major  Pratt's  office  for  a 
time,  and  Miss  Seonia  takes  No.  1. 

Even  the  damp  weather  croakers  were  glad  to  see  the  rain  this  week, 
and  all  vegetation  has  taken  a new  start. 

If  we  have  any  pessimists  in  our  midst,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
would  like  them  to  read  the  poem  on  first  page. 

Everybody  follow  the  band  concert  with  HELPER  program  in  hand,  and  let 
us  learn  the  names  of  the  pieces  as  they  are  played. 

One  of  the  laundry  women  said  the  other  evening  that  she  did  not  mind 
at  all  having  to  stay  out  from  town.  She  liked  it  out  here. 

Miss  Senseney  and  Miss  Newcomer  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight.  Miss 
Seonia  and  Professor  Bakeless  the  Standards,  Mrs.  sawyer  and  Miss  Morton 
the  Susans. 

Miss  lemison  of  Versailles,  New  York,  was  a visitor  this  week.  She  is 
a cousin  of  Rose  Poodry,  and  has  been  an  employee  of  the  Genoa  Nebraska 
School,  for  some  time. 

Miss  Weekley  and  Miss  Ely  have  received  roses,  and  other  beautiful 
flowers  from  South  Carolina  this  week,  the  former  from  her  home  and  the 
latter  from  the  Gage's  in  Beaufort. 

Lon  Spieche,  snare  drummer  of  the  band,  is  rapidly  making  for  himself 
a reputation  for  rolling  the  sticks.  Doe  Harris,  class  '89,  was  the 
best  drummer  we  ever  had,  but  Lon  is  fast  reaching  the  acme. 

"I  am  a subscriber  of  the  INDIAN  HELEPR,  and  was  a pupil  of  the  school 
for  five  years.  I now  want  the  paper  because  I want  to  know  what  is 
going  on  at  the  school,"  writes  little  Doe  Delisle. 

The  Major's  talk  after  the  exhibition  last  Saturday  night  was  full  of 
encouragement  for  those  who  are  making  an  effort  to  overcome 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  speaking.  He  was  pleased  with  the  marked 
improvement  manifest  in  speaking  so  as  to  be  heard  over  the  entire  room, 
but  said  that  he  was  hungry  for  more  excellence  in  this  particular, 
especially  in  the  ability  to  state  a case  with  power  and  eloquence.  He 
would  have  our  student  use  the  exhibitions  all  they  can  and  every 
opportunity  in  the  societies  to  make  of  themselves  clear  and  able 
speakers . 

The  sewing-room  women  who  live  in  town  seem  to  be  enjoying  life,  if 
they  ARE  a little  penned  in.  It  is  nice  to  have  them  out  with  us.  We 
get  a little  better  acquainted. 

A fire  in  town  on  Tuesday  evening  caused  considerable  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  workmen  whose  homes  are  in  town  and  who  have  to 
remain  out  here  on  account  of  the  quarantine. 

There  has  come  to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  LeRoy  Stevick,  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  another  little  baby  girl.  Four  girls  and  two  boys  now  make  up 
the  family.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mrs.  Stevick  is  Major  Pratt's 
daughter. 

Four  new  pupils  came  to  us  this  week,  viz:  Evan  Goslyah,  and  Apache 
boy  from  the  Grand  function  School.  He  is  a fine  clarinet  player; 

Albert  Sheldon  and  brother,  Nez  Perces  from  Idaho,  and  Charles  Doxtator 
of  Oneida,  Wisconsin. 

Miss  Miles  was  more  than  eight  furlongs  out  of  the  way  when  she  sent 
over  to  the  paint-shop  for  a window  jack  the  other  day,  for  she  dated 
the  request  1898.  But  then  "prudence"  is  a good  thing  to  have;  better 
short  of  the  truth  than  an  exaggerated  statement. 

Mr.  Standing  addressed  the  Sunday  School,  last  Sunday  morning, 
reviewing  the  lesson  for  the  day,  and  closing  with  a beautiful  tribute 
to  the  character  and  life  of  the  late  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School,  Thomas  Marshall.  Miss  Weekley  has  kindly  consented  to 
act  as  Assistant  Superintendent  until  the  next  election  of  officers. 


TO  THE  INDIAN  HELPER:  In  her  deep  sorrow.  Miss  Gertrude  Simmons  wishes 
to  express  gratitude  for  the  sympathy  extended  to  her  through  the  HELEPR 
and  also  through  personal  letters.  There  is  no  reconciliation  for  the 
loss  of  so  pure  and  noble  a life-force,  only  in  the  thought  that  Mr. 
Marshall  has  gained  "that  purest  heaven."  -May  2nd,  Boston. 

The  band  for  Saturday  night  May  6th,  will  give  the  following  program: 

1.  Overture,  Poet  and  Peasant  - Suppe;  2.  Selection,  "Faust"  - Gounod; 
3.  Minuet  - Boccherini;  4.  March,  Semper  Fidelis  -Sousa;  5.  Song  and 
Dance,  Reina  Blanch  - Cummings;  6.  Operatic  Potpourri  - Beyer;  7.  Dolly 
Musicians  - Muscat;  8.  Star  Spangled  Banner  - Sousa. 

Miss  McCook  who  has  been  Major  Pratt's  stenographer  and  typewriter  for 
the  past  three  years  resigned  and  has  gone  to  her  home  in  Philadelphia. 
Running  down  in  health  she  has  wisely  concluded  to  take  a rest  from 
work.  Through  the  departure  of  Miss  McCook,  our  school  loses  another 
worthy  and  efficient  worker,  and  she  will  be  missed  by  her  friends  at 
the  school  as  well  as  by  a large  circle  in  town  with  whom  she  was 
popular. 

There  is  every  prospect  at  this  writing  that  quarantine  will  be  raised 
in  a day  or  two.  There  are  no  new  cases  of  a suspicious  nature  and 
those  who  have  been  held  in  close  quarantine  on  account  of  eruptions, 
have  had  a good  time,  save  the  confinement,  and  they  will  be  out  very 
soon.  Everything  looks  hopeful,  but  every  pupil  who  develops  a pimple  of 
any  kind  may  expect  to  be  closely  watched  for  some  time. 


(page  4)  (continued  from  first  page.) 


Hawley  Pierce  and  Melinda  Metoxen  were  next,  followed  by  Artie  Miller 
and  Luzenia  Tibbetts,  the  bridesmaids  dressed  in  white,  and  the  grooms 
in  becoming  suits  of  dark. 

Reverent  Alexander  McMillan,  Rector  of  St.  Dohn's,  performed  the 
impressive  ceremony  of  the  Episcopalian  Church. 

The  usual  congratulations  followed,  and  refreshments  had  their 
accustomed  place. 

The  bride's  cake,  which  was  a large  and  handsome  one  was  brought  to 
the  front,  and  the  bride  with  a skill  and  coolness  that  was  most 
becoming  apportioned  it  to  the  guests,  each  of  whom  was  eager  to  get  a 
small  piece  to  dream  over. 

The  company  numbered  about  seventy-five  special  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  took  the  nine  o'clock  train  for  Irving,  New  York, 
where  Mr.  Pierce  has  a home  of  his  own  and  a farm  which  he  intends  to 
cultivate . 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  believe  that  the  happy  couple  can 
ever  forget  the  moment  of  departure  from  old  Carlisle. 

The  band  was  out  in  full  force  and  playing  stirring  airs;  the  school 
swarmed  about  the  Herdic  coach,  which  had  been  secretly  decorated  with 
all  sorts  of  curious  things  for  "luck,"  and  the  old  shoes  and  rice  were 
sufficiently  manifest  to  make  the  occasion  memorable. 

Each  one  in  the  jolly  crowd  that  was  left  behind  seemed  anxious  to  do 
his  and  her  part  to  show  good  feeling  and  that  we  as  a school  wished  the 
newly  married  couple  joy  and  happiness  in  great  abundance. 

Bemus  Pierce,  of  the  Seneca  tribe.  New  York,  has  attained  a national 
reputation  as  Captain  and  right  guard  of  our  football  team.  He  attended 
school  here  for  some  time,  then  took  a responsible  position  in  our 
boiler  room  which  he  has  held  for  several  years.  In  the  capacity  as 
workman  and  as  a football  player  as  well  as  socially  he  will  be  greatly 
missed . 

Annie  Gesis,  of  the  White  Earth  Agency,  Minnesota,  Chippewa,  graduated 
this  year,  and  during  her  school  period  has  had  considerable  experience 
as  pupil  teacher  in  the  Normal  Department.  She  is  a very  popular  girl 
and  greatly  beloved  by  her  little  pupils  as  well  as  her  school  mates  and 
friends,  all  of  whom  miss  her. 


A-TE-KA. 


Mrs.  Platt,  known  to  the  readers  of  the  HELPER  as  A-te-ka,  a name  of 


endearment  in  the  Pawnee  Indian  tongue,  came  to  see  us  a few  days  ago 
all  the  way  from  her  home  in  Oberlin,  Ohio.  It  was  not  she,  but  a fine 
likeness  of  her  in  the  shape  of  a photograph.  She  is  an  octogenarian, 
but  looks  in  the  picture  as  though  she  were  but  middle  aged.  She  says 
she  is  a woman  of  one  idea  and  that  is  the  development  of  the  Indian. 

If  any  person  in  the  United  States  has  a right  to  that  idea  it  is  Mrs. 
Platt,  who  spent  many  of  the  best  years  of  her  life  among  the  Indians 
first  as  a Missionary  then  as  a Government  worker. 

The  Pawnees  loved  her.  A generation  has  risen  since  she  was  among 
them,  but  the  older  men  and  women  of  the  tribe  still  speak  her  name  with 
reverence . 

Mrs.  Platt  promises  another  story  for  the  HELPER,  ere  long. 


BUCKNELL' S ESTIMATE  OF  OUR  PLAYING  BALL. 


Bucknell,  who  defeated  our  boys  on  the  22nd  of  April  has  this  to  say 
in  the  Orange  and  Blue  about  the  playing  of  the  Indian  team: 

The  Indians  have  a crack  base  ball  team.  They  play  fast,  snappy  ball, 
and  Bucknell  can  justly  feel  proud  of  their  victory. 

LeRoy,  the  little  Indian  pitched  a good  game  for  the  red  men,  and  the 
work  of  the  two  Millers  was  of  the  sensational  order. 


MORE  THAN  SHE  THOUGHT. 


Agnes  Pecott  [Picotte],  in  a country  home  says  she  is  well  and  happy 
and  is  only  a little  sorry  that  she  has  to  quit  school,  having  had  the 
regulation  number  of  days.  But  she  adds:  "I  would,  and  I hope  to  be 
able  to  go  back  to  Carlisle  with  a report  of  which  I shall  not  be 
ashamed.  Now  that  I have  stopped  school  I am  growing  much  interested  in 
my  work  and  am  trying  to  improve  all  the  time." 


Schedule  for  Future  Ball  Games. 

May  6,  Gettysburg,  here. 

" 13,  Mercersburg,  at  Mercersburg. 

" 17,  Dickinson,  Carlisle. 

" 20,  Ursinus,  at  Norristown. 

" 24,  University  of  Md.,  at  Baltimore. 

" 27,  Gettysburg,  at  Gettysburg. 

" 30,  Dickinson,  here. 

Dune  3,  Albright,  at  Myerstown. 

" 10,  Harrisburg  Country  Club,  at  Harrisburg. 


Enigma . 


I am  made  of  9 letters. 

It  is  a good  thing  for  a printer  to  get  5,  6,  4 of  his  slow  ways  when 
he  8,  7,  9,  8 type. 

If  he  cannot  he  had  better  2,  6,  4,  7 his  head  and  call  it  1,  6,  5,  3. 
My  whole  is  how  April  has  distinguished  itself  this  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Perseverance. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Book  Review:  My  Heart  is  on  the  Ground"  

Date:  Wed,  19  May  1999  16:40:51  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : Book  review 


This  message  is  for  people  familiar  with  the  Carlisle  Indian  School 


history  through  the  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER'S  and  for  anyone  concerned 
about  the  issues  of  misappropriation  of  culture  and  misrepresentation  of 
history. 

I send  the  Carlisle  weeklies  to  9 lists  of  recipients  of  about  250 
email  addresses.  It's  an  eclectic  group,  to  be  sure.  Some  are  relatives 
and/or  direct  descendants  of  Carlisle  Indian  School  students  and  school 
administrators  (including  Pratt,  the  founder),  some  are  descendants 
and/or  alumni  of  other  U.S.  government  off -reservation  boarding  schools, 
some  are  writers,  producers,  academics  and/or  researchers  preparing 
books,  films  and  dissertations,  some  are  my  close  friends  curious  about 
my  work,  and  others  are  strangers  to  me  who  have  written  for  information 
about  the  Carlisle  school. 

I'm  troubled  about  a recent  publication.  A children's  book,  MY  HEART 
IS  ON  THE  GROUND,  recently  appeared  in  bookstores  and  classrooms,  part  of 
Scholastic  Publications'  DEAR  AMERICA  series.  The  author  spent  time  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  researching  some  of  the  early  school  newspapers. 
She  visited  the  Indian  Cemetery  and  based  her  characters  on  real 
children  buried  there,  using  their  names. 

Misappropriating  Indian  culture  certainly  is  not  a new  phenomenon. 
Carlisle  "experts"  during  the  early  life  of  the  school  presented 
literature  that  crossed  the  bounds  of  propriety  in  the  interest  of 
influencing  returning  students  (a  la  Marianna  Burgess'  book  STIYA) . That 
it  is  still  happening  - that  history  repeats  itself  and  for  such  an 
impressionable  audience  is  what  troubles  me.  I invite  you  to  have  a 
look  at  a very  critical  review  of  this  book  and  let  me  know  your 
thoughts.  The  review  is  posted  on  the  Oyate  web  pages  at 
http : //www . oyate . org/ avoid . htm . 

Please  pass  the  word  along  and  inform  your  local  school  districts  and 
public  librarians.  Thank  you. 

Thank  you. 

Barbara  Landis 
email:  landis@epix.net 

"RE : Poem:  And  They  Hide"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  06:31:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Subj : *And  They  Hide* 

*And  They  Hide* 

They  wear  the  suite  and  ties, 

Indian  Leader's,  Tribal  Leader's, 

IRA's  and  BIA's. 

Some  wear  a smile  of  greed. 

And  together  with  the  rest 
Of  the  ego  and  inflated  minds. 

They  all  seem  to  know  the  answer's. 

But  when  you  ask  them  a question. 

They  turn,  run  and  they  hide. 

Educated  thought's. 

Expressed  to  Indian  people. 

Often  spoken  with  out  understanding. 

Words  of  the  english  language 
Spoken  by  a people. 

Whose  only  desire  is  to  be  on  top. 

But  when  you  ask  them  a question 
They  turn,  run  and  they  hide. 

Egotistical  minds. 

Racing  with  time. 

Making  sure  no-one 
Gets  in  front  of  them. 

They  stay  ahead  of  everyone. 


Using  a terminology. 

To  tell  the  Traditional  People, 

"I  have  all  the  answer's!" 

But  when  you  ask  them  a question. 

They  turn,  run  and  they  hide. 

So  many  lies. 

So  many  promises. 

Day  in  and  day  out. 

People  expressing  their  logic. 
Proclaiming  their  right's. 

Telling  a people. 

Only  they  are  truth. 

But  when  you  ask  them  a question. 

They  turn,  run  and  they  hide. 

Suite  and  ties. 

Don't  impress  me. 

Gifts  and  money. 

Don't  impress  me. 

Inflated  minds  and  ego's. 

Don't  impress  me. 

So  why  is  it  some  of  these  people. 

The  IRA's,  BIA's,  Tribal  Lawyer's, 
Tribal  Leader's,  Indian  Leader's, 
Political  Leader's,  National  Leader's, 
Why  is  it. 

That  when  they  are  asked  a question. 
That  they  turn,  run  and  hide? 

By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  Thu,  20  May  99  05:27:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  1-7 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  a-ei  nets  in  readiness  for 
catching  the  opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for  keeping  its 
mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 


7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  17  May  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Flope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Wed,  19  May  1999  13:32:44  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Subj:  upcoming  events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  campus 

The  Department  of  American  Indian  Studies  in  celebration  of  Minnesota 
Indian  month  invites  you  to  our: 

First  Annual  Spring  Feast! 

Thursday,  May  27,  1999 
2:00pm  - 4:00pm 
Scott  Hall  Lobby 

Located  on  east  bank  campus:  72  Pleasant  Street  S.E.  down  the  path  from 

lones  Hall/American  Indian  Student  CulturalCenter 

Stop  by,  visit  and  share  some  great  food  with  everyone. 


University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  campus 
Department  of  American  Indian  Studies 
presents  an  informal  reading  by: 

Harvey  Arden 
author  of: 

Wisdomkeekpers,  Noble  RedMan,  Dreamkeepers,  Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe  and 
editor/arranger  of  Leonard  Peltier's  upcoming  book: 

Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance 

Monday,  May  24,  1999 

1:00pm 

Scott  Hall  Commons-  105  Scott  Hall 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  nedstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

May  28-30 

Viet  Nam  Veteran's  Celebration  & pow  wow 
Anadarko,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds.  405-247-3320 
Delaware  Pow  wow 

Copan,  Falleaf  Dance  Grounds.  918-336-5272 
May29-30 

Native  American/Natural  Craft  & Demonstration  Show 
Checotah,  Fountainhead  State  Park.  918-689-4607 
May  31 

Memorial  Day  Dance 

Pawnee,  Pawnee  Nation  Reserve.  918-762-4691 
Dune  1 - August  29 

First  Americans,  First  Oklahomans:  Indian  Peoples 
Oklahoma  City,  Red  Earth  Indian  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  5 

Red  Earth  Auction 

Oklahoma  City,  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame.  405-427-5228 
Dune  10-13 

Red  Earth  Native  American  Cultural  Festival 
Oklahoma  City,  Myriad  Convention  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  18-19 
Peoria  Pow  wow 
Miami.  918-762-4691 
Dune  18-20 
Iowa  Tribal  Pow  wow 

Perkins,  4 miles  S.  of  Perkins  on  Hwy  177.  405-547-2402. 

Dune  19-20 

Creek  Nation  Festival  & Rodeo 
Okmulgee,  Creek  Nation  Compound 
918-756-6172  . 800-355-5552 
Dune  25-27 
Potawatomi  Pow  wow 

Shawnee,  Tribal  Grounds.  405-275-3121 
Dune  25-27 

Potawatomi  Days  All  Indian  Golf  Tournament 
Shawnee,  1901  S Gordon  Cooper  Dr.  405-275-4471 
Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Homecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Sun,  9 May  1999  16:20:09  -0500 

From:  Nonthen  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Subj : Tribal  Language  Meeting  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  15:30:35  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Flarold  Ironshield  <harold@pepp.org> 

The  next  Tribal  Language  Meeting  will  be  hosted  by  Cankdeska  Cikana 
Community  College  on  Dune  4th,  1999  beginning  at  10  am  to  5pm  on  the 
Spirit  Lake  Nation  Reservation.  This  meeting  will  be  partly  to  organize 
for  the  upcoming  Northern  Plains  Language  Conference  being  sponsored  by 
the  Language  Committee  and  is  being  held  in  November.  Input  for  ideas  and 
speakers  to  facilitate  language  workshops  is  needed.  Also,  a conference 
planning  committee  needs  to  form  and  begin  working  to  plan  the  conference. 
A site  needs  to  be  designated  in  the  Northern  Plain  region.  If  you  are 
interested  please  attend  the  meeting.  For  information  you  can  call  Erich 
Longie  at  701-766-4415  or  Harold  Iron  Shield  at  218-236-5434  before  the 
meeting. 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@inf i . net> 

Subj:  psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

23rd  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada. 
May  28-30th 

Dance  Competition  all  Categories 
Grand  Entry 
Friday  6:00  pm 
(no  points  taken) 

Saturday 

12:00  pm  and  6:00  pm 
Sunday 
12:00  pm 
Drum  Contest 

No  phone  in  registrations 
Gates  Open 
Friday  at  4:00  pm 
Saturday  at  9:00  am 
Sunday  at  9:00  am 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park 
411  Cordstown  Road. 

Rain  Out  Location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario. 

Camping  available  first  come  first  serve  $15.00  per  day. 


Showers  available  for  campers. 

For  more  information,  call  and  ask  for  a Pow  wow  committee  member: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Ave 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Telephone  (613)  722-3811  or  Fax  (613)  722-4667 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  not  responsible  for  Personal  loss. 
Injury  or  Damages. 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
at  Chesapeake  City  Park 
Saturday, May  29  10am  - 6pm 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon 
Sunday, May  30  10  am  - 6pm 

Grand  Entry  1 pm 

Storytelling,  Traditional  dancing.  Demonstrations,  Arts/Crafts,  Food 
and  more 

Co-Sponsored  by  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Association  & Chesapeake  Parks 
& Recreation . .for  more  information  call  (757)  382-6411 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : JOHN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole .. 757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


6th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
Kapiolani  Park 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  tribal  leaders,  veterans,  drums,  dancers,  vendors 
(NA  owned  and  operated),  and  Royalty  are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao  (island 
of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

Our  Special  Guests  this  year  will  be  Charlotte  Black  Elk  (visit  this 
website  for  more  information  on  Ms.  Black  Elk: 

<http://www.creighton.edu/~dollsj/charlott.html>  and  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
great-grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  and  Steve  Reubens,  great  great 
grandson  of  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce. 

Powwow  Staff 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  LaBatte,  Dakota 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Naomi  Stevens,  Cherokee 
M.C.  - Leo  Shepard,  Paiute 
Arena  Director  - Tom  Roland,  Lakota 
Drums  - Standing  Horse  and  Red  Nation  Jrs. 

Our  Color  Guard  this  year  will  be  the  Native  American  Veterans  Color  Guard 
from  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma. 

This  is  a great  opportunity  to  visit  Hawaii  and  learn  about  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific  along  with  attending  a great  powwow. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206  or  Ron  Neal  at  (808)  242-9217  for  the  Maui 


powwow.  For  vendor  fees  and  information  please  call  Bill  Tiger.  For 
travel  info,  contact  Mary  Tiger  at  (808)  941-5033. 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 
1307  Kalakaua  Avenue 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 
Fax  (808)  951-5022 

Visit  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  (ICH)  is  seeking  Native  organizations, 
businesses.  Nations  and  individuals  to  advertise  in  our  Powwow  Program(s). 
For  the  price  of  one  ad  you  get  exposure  in  both  the  Maui  AND  the  Oahu 
Powwow  Programs!  Below  are  the  ad  rates. 

Business  card  size  (2x3  1/2)  - $50 
Quarter  page  (4  3/4  x 3 3/4)  - $75 
Half  page  (7  1/2  x 4 3/4)  - $100 
Full  Page  (7  1/2  x 10)  - $200 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  be  interested  in  receiving  an  Advertising 
Packet,  please  give  me  a call  at  (808)  523-9765  or  send  me  an  email  with 
your  address.  You  may  also  mail  your  check  or  money  order  to  me  at:  Kent 
Gearhiser,  1655  Makaloa  Street,  Suite  813,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814.  The 
deadline  is  May  1st.  Below  is  additional  information  on  our  powwow. 

Kent  Gearhiser 

ICH  Program  Committee 


Date:  Mon,  3 May  1999  21:52:45  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : More  May  Pow  Wows 

Late  Breaking  Spring  Events  & Updates 

May  28-30:  Feast  of  the  Flowering  Moon,  Yoctangee  Park,  Chillicothe,  OH. 
Info:  (740)  775-2121. 

May  28-30:  Southern  Ute  Bear  Dance  Festival,  Sky  Ute  Event  Center,  Ignacio, 
CO.  Info:  (970)  563-0119  or  563-4575. 

May  28-31:  Delaware  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Copan,  OK. 
Info:  (918)  336-5272. 

May  28-30:  Tulsa  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Info:  (918)  743-3628  or  664-9242. 

May  29-31:  Moon  When  the  Ponies  Shed  Pow  Wow,  Fort  Hayes  Educational  Center, 
Columbus,  OH.  Info:  (614)  443-6120. 

May  29-30:  Native  Nations  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cajundome,  Lafayette, 
LA.  Info:  (318)  588-4496. 

May  29-30:  Alton  Pow  Wow,  Lions  Club  Park,  Alton,  MO.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 
May  28-30:  All  Nations  Salt  River  Pow  Wow,  Shephardsville,  KY. 

Info:  (502)  331-9792. 

Abbreviations:  AD-Arena  Director;  MC-Master  of  Ceremonies;  HD-Host  Drum; 

ND  - Northern  Drum;  SD  - Southern  Drum;  HS  - Head  Singer;  HL  - Head  Lady; 

HM  - Head  Man;  HG-Head  Gourd  Dancer;  FP-Flute  Player;  ST  - Story  Teller; 

GE  - Grand  Entry;  HH:  Host  Motel;  HV  - Head  Veteran. 

Note:  This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge,  upon  request.  Feel  free  to  copy 
it  & share  it  with  your  friends.  To  subscribe  or  unsubscribe,  or  to  add  or 
correct  an  event,  please  send  an  e-mail  message  to  wanige@AOL.com. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse, 

Marthe  E Ture,  3ohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Lotanna,  Frosty  Deere,  Larry  Kibby, 

Janet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Dun  3 17:36:20  1999 
Date:  Tue,  1 Dun  1999  19:21:27  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.023 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  Innu-L, 

Flawaii  Nation  Info  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I'm  a dreamer,  and  I'll  tell  you  my  dream.  Someday  Red  Man  and  White 
Man  will  sit  down  with  all  the  races  of  humankind,  and  we'll  solve 
our  problems  together.  We'll  all  follow  Gog's  Law.  We'll  even 
pray  together.  You'll  do  it  your  way  and  we'll  do  it  our  way,  but 
we'll  all  do  it  together." 

Mathew  King,  Lakota 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  i 

1 shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I hear  a reoccurring  complaint  from  the  dominant  society  that  has  an 
incredibly  simple  solution. 

Let  me  use  Georgia  as  an  example,  since  that  is  where  I and  my  halfside 
live. 


The  State  of  Georgia  constantly  makes  public  its  singular  dissatisfaction 
with  maintaining  restored  Native  places  such  as  Red  Clay,  New  Echota,  Etowah 
Mounds  and  Rock  Eagle  Effigy,  stating  how  expensive  it  is  in  proportion  to 
the  revenue  generated. 

I will  note,  I haven't  seen  many  advertisements  in  their  tourism  packages 
promoting  these  sites.  I will  further  note,  an  elder  was  ordered  at  9 mm 
gun  point  to  stop  praying  at  New  Echota  one  year  on  the  eve  of  the  Trail  of 
Tears.  Seems  she  had  failed  to  obtain  the  proper  papers  in  Atlanta  prior 
to  offering  her  prayers  for  the  Ani  Wyvwiya  who  fell  on  ge  tsi  ka  hv  da 
a ne  gv  i (trail  of  tears).  Certainly,  this  is  a crime  that  justifies 


drawn  9mm  street  sweepers. 


I digress....  If  the  states  and  feds  are  having  so  much  trouble  keeping 
these  sites  out  of  the  red,  and  devoid  of  sneaky  Natives  offering  prayers, 
then  here's  a simple  solution.  Give  all  those  places  back.  You  stole 
them,  anyway.  We'd  love  to  keep  them  in  the  red  - red  People. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30237,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  05-23-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
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Daryl  LaPointe,  the  chairman  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe,  dies 

c.  AP 

5/22/99 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  (AP)  --  Daryl  LaPointe,  the  chairman  of  the  Winnebago 
Tribe,  died  Thursday  of  complications  from  a heart  attack.  He  was  48. 

The  Winnebago  Tribe's  reservation  is  centered  in  Thurston  County,  Neb. 

LaPointe,  who  served  four  years  on  the  tribal  council  about  seven  years 
ago,  was  elected  chairman  in  October.  He  had  served  the  tribe  in  many  other 
ways,  including  director  of  the  Winnebago  Native  American  Head  Start 
program,  and  as  part  of  a task  force  that  established  a tribal  college. 


RE:  LaFramboise  Island 


Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  01:19:27  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 
Sub j : LaFRAMBOISE  ISLAND,  S.D. 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

American  Indians  protest  to  stop  transfer  of  property  along  Missouri  River 
By  SCOTT  CANON  - The  Kansas  City  Star 
Date:  05/20/99  22:15 

LaFRAMBOISE  ISLAND,  S.D.  --  Standing  near  a horseshoe  pit  amid  a mismatched 
collection  of  plastic  tarps  and  canvas  tepees,  Danny  Merrival  talked  with 
fifth-  and  sixth-graders  about  politicians  and  spirits. 

He  spoke  of  treaties  and  history  and  Congress  and  tribes.  He  talked  of 
the  sacred  fire  burning  at  this  protesters'  camp,  of  the  cleansing  powers 


of  a sweat  lodge  and  of  how  the  earth  was  their  mother. 

The  schoolchildren,  on  a field  trip  from  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  tribal 
reservation,  kicked  absent-mindedly  at  the  dirt  and  fiddled  with  their 
yo-yos  while  Merrival  tied  the  political  to  the  spiritual. 

This  land  belongs  to  the  Lakota  people,  Merrival  told  them,  and  no  United 
States  Congress  or  South  Dakota  governor  can  make  it  otherwise. 

That's  why  he  and  about  two  dozen  others  have  occupied  La  Framboise 
Island,  their  tepees  clearly  visible  from  Pierre.  They  hope  to  stop  a deal 
that  hands  over  hundreds  of  miles  of  riverfront  property  to  the  state  and 
two  tribes. 

"We're  making  our  last  stand,"  Merrival  insisted. 

Less  than  a mile  away  in  the  state  capitol.  Gov.  William  Danklow  fumed 
over  this  latest  showdown  between  South  Dakota  and  its  American  Indian 
tribes.  Can't  they,  he  wondered  aloud,  see  a good  deal  when  it's  handed  to 
them? 

To  his  thinking,  a recent  bargain  struck  in  Congress  that  wrestles  133,000 
acres  along  the  Missouri  away  from  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is  all 
win-win . 

"The  one  resource  we  have  in  the  central  part  of  the  state  is  water," 
Danklow  said.  "Now,  finally,  we  can  develop  it." 

As  they  have  for  generations,  the  tribes  and  the  state  of  South  Dakota 
stand  at  odds  over  who  controls  the  land  they  share. 

On  one  side  of  the  fight  are  Danklow,  U.S.  Sen.  Tom  Daschle  and  the  Lower 
Brule  and  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  tribes.  Bonded  in  their  dislike  of  federal 
control  of  the  riverfront,  they  savor  the  pending  land  transfer  like  the 
recovery  of  a stolen  legacy. 

The  protesters,  who  include  members  of  several  tribes,  want  just  as  badly 
for  the  Corps  to  surrender  the  land.  But  they  suggest  the  deal  --  in  their 
minds  the  work  an  unholy  alliance  between  Danklow,  Congress  and  the  two 
tribes  --  wrongs  them  by  handing  over  part  of  the  land  to  the  state. 

As  so  many  times  before,  the  disagreement  springs  from  dueling  ideas  about 
treaties  dating  to  the  early  19th  century. 

The  core  of  this  particular  dispute  began  in  the  mid-1940s  when  Congress 
decided  to  reduce  Missouri  River  flooding  in  states  such  as  Kansas  and 
Missouri  by  damming  up  the  waterway  in  the  Dakotas. 

That  submerged  vast  areas  in  reservoirs,  stealing  away  much  of  the  best 
farm  soil  in  South  Dakota.  Some  of  that  land  was  on  Indian  reservations  and 
some  was  under  the  control  of  the  state  and  private  landowners. 

"The  people  who  benefited  are  the  people  down  below  in  the  flood  plain," 
said  one  tribal  leader.  "We  got  paid  peanuts." 

That  takeaway  covered  not  just  the  new  lakes  --  really  more  like  broadened 
stretches  of  the  river  --  but  also  more  than  152,000  acres  of  riverfront 
property  in  South  Dakota. 

People  in  the  state  have  griped  about  the  Corps  ever  since. 

The  state's  white  ruling  majority  --  the  nine  Sioux  tribes  in  South  Dakota 
account  for  about  8 percent  of  the  state  population  --  has  gradually 
developed  a tourism  industry  dependent  on  hunters  and  fishermen. 

But  the  Corps,  an  institution  geared  for  flood  control  and  power 
production,  has  disappointed  the  locals  by  failing  to  cater  to  the  tourist 
trade.  That  means,  for  instance,  that  boat  ramps  become  buried  in  silt  for 
months  because  federal  regulations  don't  allow  the  Corps  to  easily  contract 
with  a local  farmer  to  plow  them  clear. 

"We  want  to  do  it  ourselves,"  said  John  Cooper,  head  of  the  South  Dakota 
Fish  & Game  Department. 

Likewise,  tribes  want  more  control  of  the  riverfront  to  protect  various 
cultural  assets.  As  the  dams  widened  the  river,  for  instance,  they  moved 
its  shores  and  erosion  closer  to  the  ancient  villages  and  burial  grounds  of 
the  Mandan  tribe  on  the  Lower  Brule  Indian  Reservation. 

"Protecting  that  is  very  important  to  us,"  said  Mike  Dandreau,  who  has 
been  tribal  chairman  of  the  Lower  Brule  for  20  of  the  last  27  years. 

Federal  ownership  also  spurred  more  state-tribe  brawls  over  things  like 
who  licenses  nonlndian  hunters  and  fishermen  on  Corps  land  within  an  Indian 
reservation . 

In  Dune  1996,  Daschle  convened  a meeting  of  state  officials  and  leaders 
from  the  Yankton,  Crow  Creek,  Lower  Brule,  Cheyenne  River  and  Standing  Rock 


Sioux  tribes,  who  all  had  uncontested  borders  along  the  Missouri. 

"It  was  the  beginning  of  a coalition  to  pull  the  land  away  from  the 
Corps,"  said  one  congressional  source.  "That  much,  everyone  could  agree  on." 

Over  the  next  few  years,  that  alliance  shrunk  and  solidified  until  the 
state  and  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  tribes  rallied  behind  a 
measure  muscled  through  Congress  by  Daschle  last  year. 

The  legislation  establishes  a trust  fund  --  $165  million  to  be  divvied 
among  the  state  and  tribes  on  a dollars-to-acres  formula  --  to  pay  for 
things  such  as  preserving  wildlife  habitats  and  the  various  cultural  assets 
on  the  land. 

It  also  arranged  for  the  Corps  to  relinquish  about  91,000  acres  to  state 
control,  some  33,000  acres  to  the  Cheyenne  River  tribe  and  nearly  9,000 
acres  to  the  Lower  Brule. 

Because  the  Standing  Rock,  Crow  Creek  and  Yankton  tribes  opposed  the  deal, 
the  Corps  remains  the  owner  of  roughly  20,000  acres  of  riverfront  along 
their  reservations. 

Those  tribes  chose  not  to  join  in  the  legislation  partly  because,  they 
said,  it  was  brokered  by  the  state.  Some  think  the  land  destined  for  state 
control  should  instead  go  to  the  greater  Sioux  nation. 

The  state  doesn't  belong  in  the  negotiations,  said  David  Archambault,  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Rock  tribal  council. 

"Why  is  the  state  doing  this?  They're  just  trying  to  use  us,"  he  said. 

Those  tribes  also  worry  that  the  land  transfer  might  not  preserve  their 
Missouri  River  water  rights  and  leaves  unclear  their  ability  to  control 
hunting  and  fishing. 

Even  though  language  in  the  legislation  promises  no  changes  to  water 
rights  or  reservation  boundaries,  the  skepticism  remains. 

"We've  been  bringing  up  the  treaties  for  100  years  now  and  we've  had  very 
little  luck,"  said  Stephen  Cournoyer  Hr.,  chairman  of  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Tribe . 

The  opposition  includes  other  South  Dakota  tribes  who  don't  even  border 
the  river.  They  cite  to  a treaty  penned  in  1851  that  promised  the  Sioux 
nation  reign  over  all  land  in  South  Dakota  west  of  the  east  bank  of  the 
Missouri  River. 

"We  have  that  right,"  said  Mel  Lone  Hill  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  "And 
they  didn't  even  consult  us  on  this." 

But  a series  of  subsequent  treaties  and  laws  passed  by  Congress  have 
shrunken  that  Indian  territory,  Hanklow  argues. 

"The  federal  government  doesn't  keep  its  word  with  us,  either,"  the 
governor  said.  "At  some  point,  life  goes  on.  You've  got  to  make  the  best  of 
what's  available  to  you  now." 

Yet  it  is  Hanklow's  get-over-it  attitude  toward  treaty  violations  that 
discourages  some  tribes  from  joining  the  land  transfer. 

Indeed,  at  the  camp  where  the  field  trip  students  were  schooled  by 
protesters,  Hanklow  is  viewed  as  the  chief  villain. 

"He  doesn't  care  about  tribal  people  or  tribal  ways,"  Angelo  Horse  said. 
"Whatever  he  does,  it  makes  you  want  to  go  the  other  way." 

Seven  at  the  start 

The  occupation  began  in  late  March,  after  protesters  came  to  the  capital 
demanding  the  land  transfer  --  which  still  requires  a federal  appropriation 
to  pay  for  land  surveys  --  be  halted. 

At  first,  there  were  just  seven  men  at  the  camp.  Now,  with  the  weather 
warming,  the  numbers  range  from  20  to  40.  The  protesters  cook  in  a picnic 
shelter  and  buy  groceries  with  money  donated  mostly  by  their  tribes. 

Rather  than  pick  a fight,  the  Corps  issued  a permit  for  the  protesters  to 
occupy  the  island  --  a wooded  spit  of  land  connected  to  the  state  capital 
by  a paved  causeway. 

"But  we  don't  recognize  their  permit,"  Tom  Cheyenne  said.  "We  don't  need 
their  permission  to  stay  on  our  land." 

They  gather  firewood  from  a nearby  campground,  draw  water  from  spigots  and 
shower  at  the  homes  of  supporters  in  Pierre. 

Many  sport  T-shirts  boasting  allegiance  to  the  American  Indian  Movement, 
a group  best  known  from  the  bloody  siege  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973.  They  have 
left  behind,  for  now,  schooling  or  the  scarce  jobs  available  on  and  around 


South  Dakota's  impoverished  Indian  reservations . 

Evenings  pass  with  songs  chanted  in  the  Lakota  tongue  to  a drum  beat  and 
in  conversation  in  English  on  lawn  chairs  circled  around  the  campfire. 

The  campers  believe  an  1868  treaty  requires  that  any  hand-off  of  land 
requires  the  signatures  of  three-fourths  of  all  Sioux  men. 

They  concede,  too,  that  such  a pact  is  not  imminent  and  that  Congress  is 
unlikely  to  grant  riverfront  property  to  tribes  like  the  Oglala  Sioux  whose 
reservations  don't  touch  the  river. 

Will  they  stay  through  summer,  through  fall,  for  years? 

"We  will  not  budge,"  said  Robert  Quiver,  who  heads  to  the  Pierre  Public 
Library  most  days  to  spread  the  protesters'  message  on  the  Internet. 

"We  are  here  for  as  long  as  it  takes." 

To  reach  Scott  Canon,  national  correspondent,  call  (816)  234-4754  or  send 

e-mail  to  scanon@kcstar.com 

All  content  c.  1999  The  Kansas  City  Star 
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Special  to  The  Seattle  Times 

CORVALLIS,  Ore.  - The  storm  of  public  bitterness  that  has  animated  both  the 
Makah  whale  hunt  and  a pair  of  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions  issued 
from  Indian  country  dramatically  illustrates  how  few  facts  of  American 
life  haul  more  deeply  contentious  freight  than  Native-American  sovereignty. 
What  is  Indian  sovereignty?  Who  dreamed  it  up?  And  why  are  the  tribes 
winning  all  these  cases? 

We  will  do  well  to  study  these  questions,  these  laws  and  legal 
relationships . 

There  is  a perception  afoot  in  the  land  that  we  are  a nation  defined  by 
competing  political  agendas.  In  fact,  politics  is  just  so  much  weather.  It 
comes  and  it  goes  and  it  comes  and  it  goes.  We  are  instead,  and  thankfully 
so,  a nation  of  laws. 

The  courts  control  the  helm  of  the  ship  of  state.  Courts  steer  us  toward 
reckonings  with  the  shoals  of  public  opinion  that  few  politicians  have  the 
courage  or  the  vision  to  articulate;  i.e.,  civil  rights,  reproductive 
freedom,  sovereignty.  They  are  at  peace  with  the  idea  that  the  crossing  is 
worth  the  storm. 

As  U.S.  congressmen  and  congresswomen  learned  in  a workshop  on  Indian  law 
last  summer,  Native-American  sovereignty  is  about  to  get  very,  very 
expensive. 

The  550  federally  recognized  tribes  own  the  last  great  deposits  of  natural 
resources  on  the  North  American  continent. 

Among  the  looming  legal  battles  - as  huge  as  they  are  inevitable  - are 
resource  allocation,  water,  timber,  salmon,  land,  gold,  copper,  zinc,  oil 
and  gas,  uranium,  coal,  and  aquatic  management  on  the  Columbia,  Colorado, 
Missouri  rivers  and  the  disposition  of  the  Snake  River  dams,  as  well  as 
water  quality,  fish  harvest  and  heavy  metal  poisoning  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  nation's  governors,  whipped  into  a frenzy  by  Wisconsin  Gov.  Tommy 
Thompson  ("These  Indian  environmental  standards  are  going  to  sweep  across 
the  nation.  They  must  be  stopped!"  ) recently  petitioned  Congress  to  roll 
back  Native  environmental  standards  and  to  declare  state  supremacy  in 
matters  concerning  natural  resources. 

The  gubernatorial  petition  demonstrated  an  appalling  ignorance  of  both 
federal  and  Indian  law  on  the  part  of  governors.  Congress  turned  its  head 
from  the  foul  odor  put  off  by  Thompson's  petition  and  respectfully 
declined  to  yield  its  constitutional  power. 


An  offer  of  sovereignty  and  peace 

The  states  and  the  feds  have  been  hurtling  toward  this  national  train 
wreck  with  the  tribes  for  200  years,  and  there  is  nothing  anybody  can  do 
to  stop  it.  There  is  so  much  at  stake,  so  much  jurisdictional  overhead  and 
racial  undertow  bound  up  in  its  making,  that  to  survey  the  landscape  from 
the  legal  high  country  is  to  feel  historical  ironies  suck  the  wind  right 
out  of  your  lungs. 

Between  1790  and  1871,  the  U.S.  Senate  ratified  380  treaties  with  Indian 
nations.  Congress  entered  into  treaties  with  the  tribes  to  acquire  land 
which  it  could  sell  to  pay  off  its  huge  debts.  Start-up  costs  for  a nation, 
even  back  then,  were  staggering  and  the  U.S.  was  too  weak  to  take  the  land 
by  force.  What  it  had  to  offer  the  tribes,  in  return,  were  sovereignty  and 
peace . 

When  the  legal  concept  of  sovereignty  was  first  challenged  in  the  Supreme 
Court  by  the  state  of  Georgia  in  the  1820s,  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall 
took  pains  to  examine  this  legal  apparatus  and  to  explain  how  it  functions. 
He  knew  battles  with  the  tribes  would  only  escalate  over  time.  Arguably, 
Marshall  was  writing  to  his  wrongheaded  nemesis  Thomas  Jefferson  (they 
enjoyed  a mutual  enmity  that  was  vitriolic,  though  Marshall  bested  him  in 
the  end) . 

This  brace  of  cases,  known  as  the  Marshall  Trilogy,  held  that  every  treaty 
ratified  by  the  U.S.  Senate  under  Article  VI,  Clause  2 of  the  Constitution, 
was  now  the  "supreme  law  of  the  land."  Sovereignty,  explained  Marshall, 
exists  as  a pre-condition  among  self-governing  entities  and  acts  as  a 
legal  shield  protecting  all  rights  and  privileges  reserved  and  implied  by 
nationhood.  In  fact,  treaties  were  a granting  of  rights  from  the  tribes, 
to  the  federal  government. 

They  acquired  the  legal  firepower 

President  Andrew  Jackson  was  so  infuriated  by  Marshall's  opinion  that  he 
declared:  "Let  him  enforce  it!"  then  sent  thousands  of  Cherokee  to  their 
death  on  the  Trail  of  Tears  (an  act  which  today  would  get  President 
Jackson  indicted  by  The  Hague  as  a war  criminal). 

Back  then,  the  attitude  of  lawmakers  was  "not  to  worry"  about  the 
consequences  of  conducting  long-term  government-to-government 
relationships  with  380  foreign  Indian  nations. 

After  the  smoke  cleared  at  Wounded  Knee,  in  1890,  the  prevailing  wisdom 
held  that  the  American  Indian  would  be  a vanquished  race  by  the  turn  of 
the  century. 

Wrong.  Fast  forward  100  years.  Recent  legal  opinions  have  signaled  a 
return  to  the  Marshall  Trilogy  and  to  what  is  known  in  the  federal 
judiciary  as  the  "foundational  principles  of  Indian  law."  This  swing  has 
grown  out  of  the  fact  that  gambling  proceeds  and  education  (there  are  more 
than  2,000  Indian  lawyers  in  the  U.S.)  have  empowered  once-passive  tribes 
to  acquire  the  cash  and  the  legal  fire  power  to  strike  decisively  when 
states  trespass  on  their  sovereignty. 

For  20  years.  Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist  and  his  ideological  cohorts 
have  done  their  damnedest  to  dismantle  Marshall.  Justice  Antonin  Scalia 
recently  got  caught  with  his  metaphorical  pants  in  a pile  around  his 
ankles  when  he  wrote  that  the  interpretation  of  Indian  law  in  the 
Rehnquist  Court  acts  as  a search  for  "what  the  current  state  of  affairs 
ought  to  be." 

This  is  a startling  confession  from  a judge  who  has  consistently  argued 
that  the  fundamental  role  of  the  court  is:  ".  . .not  to  determine  what 
seems  like  good  policy  at  the  present  time,  but  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  text."  Scalia  could  have  added,  "when  your  politcal  agenda  happens 
to  agree  with  it." 

In  the  end,  we  were  a nation  of  laws  that  would  not  easily  bend  to  the 
political  judgments  of  high-court  judges.  The  foundational  law  has  held. 

--  Summer  1999:  Native  Americans  have  brought  a class-action  suit  against 
the  Department  of  Interior's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  tens  of  billions 
of  dollars  in  misused  Indian  assets.  This  case  is  going  to  trial  this 
summer,  and  Price-Waterhouse  accountants  say  the  particulars  line  up  very 
nicely  in  favor  of  the  Indians.  Should  get  ugly. 

--  December  1997:  The  Supremes  enforced  Isleta  Pueblo  water-quality 


standards  on  the  Rio  Grande  River  on  the  upstream  city  of  Albuquerque, 
standards  that  cost  Albuquerque  $400  million  in  capital  improvements.  The 
Isleta  combined  their  1st  Amendment  freedom  of  religion  (water  ceremonies) 
with  treaty  rights  in  an  argument  that  had  never  before  been  heard  in  a 
court  of  law.  City  officials  are  still  trying  to  gather  their  wits. 

--  October  1998:  The  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  did  the  same  thing  for 
the  Salish  and  Kootenai  tribe  of  Western  Montana.  Montana  Gov.  Marc 
Racicot  promised  to  fight  it  out  at  the  Supreme  Court.  He  did.  He  lost. 

Twelve  more  tribes  have  won  similar  approval  from  the  federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  under  Section  519  of  the  federal  Clean 
Water  Act,  while  20  more  tribes  are  in  line  for  approval,  and  120,  from 
Maine  to  California,  have  initiated  the  scientific  and  legal  processes. 

--  September  1998:  A federal  court  cited  a treaty  between  the  Sandia 
Pueblo  and  the  King  of  Spain  to  restore  to  the  tribe  thousands  of  acres  of 
land  surrounding  the  city  of  Albuquerque  (including  the  land  under  the 
governor's  house.)  Dozens  of  similar  cases  are  currently  working  their  way 
through  the  federal  courts,  both  here  and  in  Canada. 

--  September  1998:  Federal  court  Judge  Lawrence  Piersol  "dismissed  with 
prejudice"  the  claims  of  South  Dakota  Gov.  William  Jankow  and  restored 
jurisdiction  and  treaty  rights  to  the  Yankton  Sioux  tribe  (the  tribe  that 
welcomed  Lewis  and  Clark  into  the  Dakota  territory)  over  360,000  acres  of 
South  Dakota  prairie,  ending  a century-long  battle  over  a treaty  signed  in 
1858. 

--  March  1999:  Writing  for  the  majority  in  a 5-4  split,  upholding  the 
fishing  and  hunting  treaty  rights  of  the  Mille  Lacs  band  of  Chippewa 
against  the  state  of  Minnesota,  Justice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  reminded 
dissenting  justices  Scalia  and  Rehnquist  that  the  court  has  a historical 
obligation  to  interpret  treaties  in  favor  of  the  tribes  and  in  the  spirit 
in  which  the  Indians  would  have  understood  them  when  they  were  signed. 

(Gov.  Jesse  Ventura's  response:  "If  that's  the  way  they  want  it,  they  can 
go  back  to  birch  bark  canoes!") 

--  The  din  from  Chippewa  had  scarcely  subsided  when  the  High  Court  shocked 
the  state  of  Washington  by  declining  to  hear  an  appeal  on  shellfish 
harvesting  by  Indians. 

State  agencies  had  closed  ranks  with  private  landowners  and  commercial 
shell  fishermen  to  bring  suit  against  17  tribes  on  Puget  Sound  which  were 
asserting  treaty  rights  of  access  across  state  and  private  land  to  their 
ancestral  shellfish  beds. 

White  fishermen  and  state  lawmakers  had  been  waiting  for  two  decades  to 
extact  revenge  for  the  Boldt  decision,  the  1974  ruling  that  awarded  tribes 
half  the  salmon  caught  in  western  rivers.  This  was  it.  This  was  for  all 
the  marbles. 

Who  gets  the  last  word? 

The  particulars  in  these  cases  are  window-dressing.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
the  window-dressing  that  gets  the  ink  in  the  mainstream  media. 

Strip  away  the  clams,  the  oysters  and  the  fishing  rods  and  these  cases 
are  about  wielding  enormous  power,  about  the  subjugation  of  political  will 
of  one  governmental  body  by  another.  What  is  at  stake  are  the  same  bitterly 
contested  principles  that  hurled  the  North  against  the  South  at  Shilo  and 
Gettysburg.  Who  controls  the  legal  high  ground?  Who  decides?  Who  gets  the 
last  word? 

In  1787,  James  Madison  and  Alexander  Hamilton  knew  this  question  had  been 
finessed  - for  the  time  being.  They  both  knew  that  hammering  out  an  answer 
would  be  bloody  and  costly. 

The  14th  Amendment,  which  denies  to  states  that  which  is  denied  to  the 
federal  government,  was  an  answer  that  was  written  in  the  blood  of  a 
deeply  wounded  nation  in  a civil  war,  not  to  mention  in  the  tortured  lives 
of  millions  of  slaves. 

In  Puget  Sound,  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  on  the  boundary  waters  of  Minnesota, 
the  14th  Amendment  today  translates  into  a vigorous  defense  by  the  federal 
government  of  its  dominion  over  national  waterways,  air  quality,  and 
public  lands,  through  its  "supreme  law  of  the  land"  contracts  with  the 
tribes . 

Government  attorneys  argued  that  the  state  of  Washington  was  never  party 


to  the  treaty  with  the  tribes.  Therefore,  it  had  no  standing  to  claim 
jurisdiction  over  federal  waterways. 

The  Supreme  Court  agreed. 

State  officials  and  private  landowners  were  thunderstruck,  yet  the 
arrogance  was  theirs  to  own,  right  from  the  start.  They  failed  to 
recognize  that  this  opinion  was  written  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  on  a 
spring  day  in  a farmhouse  in  Appomattox,  Va.,  134  years  ago.  The  state  of 
Washington  championed  politics  and  fell  in  a whimpering  heap  at  the  feet 
of  the  law.  The  feds  and  the  tribes  are  partners  who  go  way,  way  back. 
Without  treaties  and  concessions  from  the  tribes,  states,  beyond  the 
original  13,  would  not  exist. 

Indians  paid  for  the  protection  of  the  14th  Amendment  in  advance.  Their 
names  are  carried  on  the  winds  of  a profoundly  shameful  history;  Crazy 
Horse,  Red  Cloud,  Geronimo,  Standing  Bear,  Black  Elk,  Looking  Glass, 
Plenty-Coups,  Sitting  Bull,  Joseph,  Sealth,  Black  Kettle.  They  were 
vanquished  by  politicians  hell  bent  on  prosecuting  the  mythology  of  the 
Doctrine  of  Discovery  - that  great  fault  line  on  which  the  American  house 
of  democracy  was  erected,  the  official  fiction  that  the  continent  was  void 
of  inhabitants  when  Europeans  stepped  out  of  their  boats. 

The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history,  but  the  future  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
courts.  Not,  thankfully,  in  the  hands  of  politicians. 

And  if  the  states  choose  not  to  learn  this  lesson,  if  they  choose  to  press 
on  with  their  self-serving  agendas  at  the  expense  of  the  tribes,  hocking 
their  consciences  for  political  and  economic  gains,  future  relations  with 
the  tribes  promise  to  be  very  bitter  and  very  expensive,  because  "the 
supreme  law  of  the  land"  will  be  the  final  word. 

Paul  VanDevelder  is  a writer  and  filmmaker  who  has  reported  from  Indian 
country  for  numerous  national  periodicals  and  newspapers.  His  newest 
documentary,  "Journey  to  Medicine  Wheel,"  won  best  film  honors  at  the  San 
Francisco  Film  Festival  in  1998.  He  resides  in  Corvallis,  Ore. 

Reprinted  under  the  fair  use  http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html 
doctrine  of  international  copyright  law. 
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Stocking  plan  at  Red  Lake  offers  hope  for  future 
Doug  Smith 
c.  Star  Tribune 
May  23,  1999 

WASKISH,  MINN.  - Local  residents  A1  Otto  and  Ken  Johnson  opened  five-gallon 
plastic  jugs  and  dumped  a mixture  of  greenish  water  and  small,  black  specks 
over  the  side  of  their  boat  and  into  the  dark  waters  of  Red  Lake. 

Stocking  Red  Lake 

They  also  were  pouring  hope. 

Each  of  the  20  or  so  jugs  contained  about  50,000  just-hatched,  tiny  walleye 
fry,  the  size  of  big  mosquitoes.  The  million  or  so  wiggling  fish  were 
instantly  swallowed  by  the  sprawling  lake  --  the  biggest  inland  water  in 
Minnesota . 

A couple  of  hours  earlier.  Herb  Mountain,  Clayton  Cook  and  Gary  Sargent, 
all  Red  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa  members,  helped  dump  another  2 million  fry 
elsewhere  in  the  lake. 

For  nine  days  earlier  this  month,  boatload  after  boatload  of  fry  were 
deposited  throughout  the  expansive  lake  --  41  million  fish  in  all  --  as  part 


of  an  unprecedented  and  historic  attempt  to  restore  the  walleye  population 
in  Red  Lake. 

"We  hope  this  will  jump-start  the  recovery/'  said  Gary  Barnard,  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  area  fisheries  manager  who  is  overseeing  the  stocking 
effort . 

The  lake  --  actually  two  interconnected  basins.  Upper  Red  Lake  and  Lower 
Red  Lake  --  is  a virtual  walleye  factory  that  was  ravaged  by  years  of 
overfishing.  It  once  produced  more  than  1 million  pounds  of  walleye  a year, 
filling  commercial  nets  for  the  Chippewa  and  stringers  for  sport  anglers. 

Red  Lake  is  unique  because  of  its  size  and  the  joint  ownership.  That  also 
complicates  the  restoration  effort.  The  lake  is  289,000  acres  --  more  than 
twice  as  large  as  Lake  Mille  Lacs.  The  Chippewa  own  and  control  241,000 
acres,  including  the  entire  lower  lake;  the  state  has  48,000  acres. 

The  walleye  restoration  effort  is  the  largest  ever  undertaken  in  Minnesota. 
Those  working  on  the  project,  including  many  citizen  volunteers,  are 
optimistic.  If  there  is  bitterness  over  the  cause  of  the  walleye  collapse, 
it  is  well  hidden.  To  a person,  those  volunteering  their  time  and  boats  to 
help  stock  fry  said  they  don't  want  to  blame  anyone  for  the  walleye  decline. 

"Everyone  has  moved  off  blame  because  people  know  there's  enough  blame  to 
go  around,"  said  Henry  Drewes,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  area 
fisheries  supervisor  in  nearby  Bemidji.  "It's  a historic  effort  shrouded 
with  good  will." 

Their  goal,  however,  is  daunting  --  to  restore  the  fishery  so  Chippewa 
and  non-Chippewa  can  again  harvest  walleye  aplenty  from  Red  Lake.  The 
restoration  is  a joint  effort  by  the  state  DNR,  local  residents,  the 
Chippewa  band  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) . That  itself  is 
amazing,  considering  there  was  virtually  no  cooperation  before  in  managing 
the  lake. 

"We  have  to  work  together,"  said  volunteer  Kelly  Petrowske  of  Waskish. 

"We  have  a common  goal." 

Said  Dave  Conner,  administrative  officer  for  the  tribal  natural  resources 
department:  "Working  together  certainly  improves  our  chances  for  recovery." 
Not  only  are  people  optimistic  the  lake  can  be  restored  as  a premier  walleye 
fishery,  but,  perhaps  more  importantly,  they  also  are  convinced  that  once 
that  happens,  the  groups  can  co-manage  the  fishery  and  ensure  that  it 
remains  healthy. 

A new  era 

The  beginning  of  a new  era  for  Red  Lake  started  last  month  when  the  Red 
Lake  Band,  the  BIA  and  the  DNR  signed  a 10-year  agreement  spelling  out  how 
the  lake  will  be  restored  and  managed.  The  plan,  while  ambitious,  isn't 
complicated : 

The  Chippewa  agreed  to  stop  all  harvest,  both  commercial  and  subsistence 
netting.  The  band  actually  stopped  commercially  harvesting  walleye  in  1997 
after  the  walleye  population  plummeted. 

The  state  agreed  to  end  sport  fishing  for  walleyes  on  its  waters.  The 
walleye  limit  had  been  trimmed  to  two  last  year.  This  year  it  is  zero. 

The  lake  will  be  restocked  with  walleye  fry  to  supplement  the  natural 
reproduction . 

A committee  that  includes  the  band,  BIA,  DNR,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  and  the  University  of  Minnesota  will  oversee  and  guide  the 
restoration  and  manage  future  harvests. 

Enforcement  for  both  segments  of  the  lake  will  be  beefed  up  to  ensure 
that  no  harvest  occurs  now,  and  that  abuses  don't  occur  in  the  future  when 
harvest  resumes.  The  BIA  is  contributing  about  $30,000  annually  toward  the 
Chippewa  enforcement,  and  the  DNR  intends  more  patrols  by  conservation 
officers . 

The  annual  stocking  costs  about  $68,000.  The  BIA  is  paying  $40,000,  and 
the  DNR  is  contributing  $28,000. 

Some  have  questioned  whether  the  DNR  should  help  restore  a lake  that  is 
owned,  for  the  most  part,  by  Chippewa.  Red  Lake  is  a closed  reservation, 
meaning  its  waters  are  not  open  to  non-band  members. 

Drewes  dismisses  that  concern. 

"It's  a phenomenal  walleye  lake,  and  we'll  have  gained  48,000  acres  of 
excellent  walleye  fishing,"  he  said.  "There's  the  potential  to  harvest 


100,000  to  150,000  pounds  of  walleye  annually  on  the  state  waters,  which  is 
similar  to  [the  harvest  on]  Lake  Winnibigoshish, " Drewes  said. 

Restoring  even  the  state's  portion  of  Red  Lake  "is  like  adding  a Winnie 
or  a Cass  Lake  to  the  state,"  Drewes  said.  "We  can't  create  lakes  like  that. 
A crucial  point  of  the  plan  calls  for  careful  control  of  the  walleye  harvest 
on  the  entire  lake,  much  as  is  being  done  between  Chippewa  and  the  DNR  at 
Lake  Mille  Lacs,  where  harvest  quotas  are  used. 

Stocking  begins 

The  DNR  found  that  Lake  Vermilion  walleyes  were  as  close  genetically  to 
Red  Lake  walleye  as  they  could  get,  so  this  spring  workers  harvested  eggs 
and  sperm  there  and  brought  the  fertilized  eggs  to  a Bemidji  hatchery. 

About  85  percent  of  the  eggs  hatched  --  compared  to  about  3 percent  in  the 
wild.  Each  day  as  eggs  hatched,  the  tiny  fry  swam  off  to  a holding  tank, 
where  they  were  netted  and  put  in  5-gallon  jugs  with  a green-colored 
solution  of  oxytetracycline . The  common  antibiotic  is  absorbed  into  the 
bones  of  the  fish,  allowing  biologists  to  determine  later  the  percentage  of 
fry  that  survived  and  assess  whether  the  stocking  succeeded. 

Because  it  will  take  years  before  the  marked  fry  become  edible-size,  and 
because  the  chemical  collects  in  the  bones,  not  the  flesh,  officials  say  the 
fish  later  will  be  safe  to  eat. 

Some  41  million  fry  went  into  the  lake,  about  half  in  state  waters  and 
half  in  Chippewa  waters.  It's  the  first  of  up  to  five  stockings. 

And  of  those  41  million  fry,  officials  estimate  that  only  5 to  10  percent 
will  survive  to  fall.  A much  smaller  percentage  will  make  it  to  adulthood 
and  possible  harvest.  Natural  reproduction  from  existing  walleyes  still  is 
essential . 

"We're  hoping  that  the  stocking  helps,  but  my  feeling  is  the  best  chance 
for  recovery  lies  with  the  moratorium  on  walleye  harvest,"  said  Conner  of 
the  band's  natural  resource  department. 

"We're  estimating  that  this  will  double  the  number  of  fry  in  the  lake, 
which  is  significant,"  Barnard  said. 

Ten-year  recovery? 

The  DNR  and  residents  are  optimistic  the  stocking  will  help.  The  big, 
shallow  lake  has  ideal  walleye  habitat. 

"I  think  the  variable  is  time  --  how  long  will  it  take,  not  whether  we 
can  do  it,"  said  Drewes.  "Will  it  take  six  years,  eight  years  or  10  years?" 
One  thing  is  certain:  There  is  no  quick  fix. 

Officials  estimate  it  will  be  eight  to  10  years  before  a walleye  harvest 
can  resume.  That's  because  it  takes  time  to  grow  fish.  The  surviving  fry 
will  be  13  inches  long  in  three  years,  but  they  won't  spawn  until  they  reach 
about  five  years  of  age.  "We  don't  want  to  harvest  any  of  those  fish  until 
they  reproduce,"  Drewes  said. 

There  are  many  variables,  including  bad  weather,  that  affect  fry  survival. 
And  the  lake  now  is  out  of  balance,  with  an  explosion  of  perch  and  crappies, 
both  of  which  will  eat  small  walleyes. 

Barnard  and  the  DNR  will  have  a pretty  good  clue  by  late  summer  whether 
this  spring's  stocking  worked.  The  fry  then  will  be  6 to  7 inches  long,  and 
the  DNR  will  use  nets  to  determine  what  percentage  of  fry  survived. 

If  the  survival  is  poor,  the  lake  could  be  stocked  again  next  spring.  If 
it  is  good,  the  stocking  will  be  delayed  a year.  "We  don't  want  competition 
between  year  classes,"  Barnard  said.  A maximum  of  five  stockings  will  be 
attempted . 

"If  we  do  it  five  times  and  don't  establish  a good  year  class,  we'll  quit, 
Barnard  said.  Then  the  lake  will  have  to  recover  on  its  own.  "That  would 
take  a lot  longer,"  he  said. 

The  future  is  now 

For  now,  though,  anglers  fishing  state  waters  in  Red  Lake  will  have  to  be 
content  catching  northerns,  perch  and  crappies.  The  tourism  industry  has  hit 
rock-bottom . 

lerry  and  loani  Barthel  moved  from  the  Twin  Cities  five  years  ago  and 
bought  Rogers'  Campground  and  RV  Park,  a picturesque  site  straddling 
Shotley  Creek  on  the  sandy  shores  of  Upper  Red  Lake.  It  used  to  be 


primarily  a fishing  camp. 

"The  serious  fishermen  quit  coming/'  Derry  Barthel  said.  "Last  opener  we 
almost  cried.  We  had  two  people  here.  And  one  was  the  former  owner.  He  said 
in  the  late  '80s  there'd  be  160  people  here  --  you  couldn't  get  a spot." 

So  the  Barthels  have  focused  on  attracting  a different  clientele:  families 
with  children.  And  it  appears  to  be  working. 

"This  year  we  have  more  reservations  than  ever  before/'  he  said.  Still, 
Barthel  is  optimistic  that  restoring  Red  Lake's  walleyes  will  help  restore 
the  local  tourism  industry. 

"It  will  work,  but  it  will  take  time,"  he  said.  "What  happened  here  is 
proof  this  is  a limited  resource." 

Added  Barthel:  "It  can't  get  any  worse.  There's  only  one  way  to  go  now, 
and  that ' s up. " 
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Hawaiian  independence  group  lines  up  its  goals 
A 22-member  executive  group  seeks  to  flesh  out  its  independence  moves 
May  19,  1999 
By  Pat  Omandam 
Star-Bulletin 

Delegates  elected  to  champion  self-determination  for  Hawaiians  are 
expected  to  make  some  big  decisions  in  the  next  month. 

There  are  many  proposals  before  the  group's  22-member  executive 
committee,  including  an  educational  summit  and  a constitutional 
convention  this  summer,  said  Ikaika  Hussey,  a delegate  and  spokesman  for 
the  group. 

For  now,  people  can  expect  to  see  and  hear  more  from  delegates  as  they 
step  up  public  education.  For  example,  as  chairman  of  the  independence 
subcommittee,  Hussey  plans  to  set  up  public  meetings  at  beaches,  parks, 
and  wherever  people  can  gather  to  "talk  story." 

Hussey,  a peace  and  future  studies  major  at  the  University  of  Hawaii, 
believes  discussion  of  Hawaiian  independence  is  neither  a bad  nor  crazy 
idea,  but  has  a viable  future. 

"We're  trying  to  be  as  open  as  possible  because  that's  the  only  way  we 
can  do  this,"  he  said  yesterday.  "At  the  same  time,  we're  not  going  to 
rush  this  and  try  to  do  this  haphazardly.  . 

The  delegates  were  chosen  in  elections  last  fall  sponsored  by  Ha 
Hawaii,  a nonprofit  group  that  is  continuing  the  self-determination 
movement  based  on  the  1996  Native  Hawaiian  Vote  held  by  the  disbanded 
Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council.  In  that  vote,  73  percent  of 
those  who  voted  favored  an  election  of  delegates  to  propose  a native 
Hawaiian  government. 

Critics  of  the  plan  point  to  the  poor  voter  turnouts  for  both  the  HSEC 
and  Ha  Hawaii  elections  --  less  than  30  percent  and  9 percent, 
respectively  --as  reasons  to  reject  this  movement. 

They  also  worry  that  this  effort  will  negate  Hawaiian  independence  at 
the  international  level. 

Nevertheless,  the  Ha  Hawaii  delegates  push  on. 

Maui  resident  Charles  Maxwell  said  yesterday  that  the  group  has  had  two 
preliminary  meetings,  in  February  at  Kamehameha  Schools  and  in  late 
April  at  Waiakea,  on  the  Big  Island. 

Maxwell  said  the  goal  is  to  gain  more  support  and  to  educate  the  public 
and  other  Hawaiians  about  the  efforts. 

Although  there  is  little  funding  available,  he  remains  positive  that 
what  delegates  are  doing  advances  the  self-determination  movement. 

Maxwell  also  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Hawaiian  Advisory  Committee  to 


the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission. 

Since  the  Ha  Hawaii  results  were  released  in  January,  delegates  have 
formed  10  committees,  six  of  which  address  administration  and  four 
subject  matter. 

The  administrative  panels  deal  with  the  logistics  of  a convention, 
operations,  rules  and  protocol,  among  other  things. 

The  subject  committees  focus  on  population,  fixed  territory, 
government,  and  international  relations. 

Hussey  said  the  population  committee  is  looking  at  who  is  included  as 
Hawaiians,  and  whether  things  such  as  blood  quantum  will  apply.  The 
government  committee  is  studying  forms  of  a Hawaiian  sovereign 
government,  mainly  through  the  work  of  three  subcommittees  on 
independence,  free  association  and  integration  or  dependence. 

The  fixed  territory  group  is  considering  what  lands  are  to  be  part  of 
an  independent  Hawaiian  nation;  the  international  relations  panel  is 
dealing  with  how  Hawaiians  relate  with  other  nations  and  groups, 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 
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TV  Changes  Forever  Alaskan  Tribe 

.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  TODD  LEWAN 
5/22/99 

ARCTIC  VILLAGE,  Alaska  (AP)  --  This  was  a gift  from  the  Creator,  like  the 
caribou  or  the  snow:  A plane  from  Fairbanks  was  bringing  the  Gwich'in  tribe 
a strange  black  box  with  aluminum  antlers  --  a thing,  they'd  heard,  that 
never  stopped  talking. 

So  the  Indians  stood  in  the  snow  and  waited  until  the  twin-propellered 
bird  dropped  out  of  the  sky  and  met  the  Earth.  A white  man  hopped  out, 
threw  open  a cargo  door  and  pulled  out  the  thing  everybody  was  so  curious 
to  see. 

TV. 

More  precisely,  a 12-inch,  black-and-white  Zenith.  A milestone  in  1,000 
generations  of  Gwich'in  history,  a leap  out  of  the  then  and  into  the  now. 

The  proud  owner  was  Gideon  Dames,  a member  of  the  tribal  Council.  He 
rushed  his  talking  box  straight  home,  where  a throng  had  squeezed  into  his 
log  cabin.  Dames  fiddled  with  the  rabbit  ears,  and  within  moments  they  saw 
Dohnny  Carson,  grainy  but  live  from  some  place  called  Burbank,  Calif., 
uttering  jokes  no  Gwich'in  quite  grasped. 

Still,  no  one  left  until  Channel  9,  the  only  station  available  150  miles 
north  of  the  Arctic  Circle,  went  off  the  air  at  2 a.m.  Four  hours  later, 
when  the  box  started  talking  again,  the  crowd  returned.  They  watched  and 
watched  and  watched.  Twenty  straight  hours.  Six  straight  days. 

It  was  January  1980.  Two-and-one-half  years  before  a satellite  dish  went 


up  behind  the  Council  office;  three  years  before  Gwich'in  tots  began  zapping 
Atari  space  invaders  with  joysticks;  four  years  before  the  first  VCR  brought 
Rambo  to  the  northernmost  Indian  village  in  North  America. 

Today,  all  67  cabins  in  Arctic  Village,  population  96,  have  at  least  one 
television.  Gwich'in  young  are  so  drawn  by  television  that  they  have  no  time 
to  learn  ancient  hunting  methods,  their  parents'  language,  their  oral 
history.  They  dream  of  becoming  professional  football  players,  though  none 
has  ever  touched  a pigskin. 

Most  of  the  elders,  meanwhile,  are  learning  what  has  been  missing  in  their 
lives:  Denim  wear.  Farberware.  Tupperware.  Four-wheelers.  Touch-tone  phones. 
Can  openers.  Canned  soup.  Canned  peaches.  Cabinets  (for  all  the  cans). 

Their  shortcomings,  they  are  coming  to  understand,  stem  from  not  being 
like  the  families  they  see  on  the  screen.  They  get  plenty  of  advice  on  how 
to  correct  these  inadequacies,  of  course. 

Their  boxes  never  stop  talking. 

Before  the  coming  of  the  tube,  the  Gwich'in  lived  much  the  way  their 
ancestors  did  for  hundreds  of  years. 

They  were  a people  toughened  by  immense  sweeps  of  tundra  where  the  cold 
chased  even  the  hares  underground.  They  ate  raw  caribou,  roast  caribou, 
caribou  stew,  caribou-hoof  broth.  They  wore  caribou  skins,  slept  in 
caribou-hide  tents,  paddled  caribou-skin  kayaks.  They  fashioned  utensils  from 
caribou  antlers,  weapons  from  caribou  bone.  They  told  caribou  tales,  prayed 
caribou  prayers,  sang  caribou  songs,  danced  caribou  dances. 

They  were  the  Gwich'in,  the  People  of  the  Caribou. 

Over  time,  they  were  touched  by  the  coming  difference:  Sugar,  metal 
fishhooks,  tobacco,  alcohol,  gunpowder.  None  of  these  things,  however, 
altered  their  subsistence  outlook,  their  fundamental  character. 

Theirs  was  a way  honest  to  Earth  Mother,  the  family,  the  spirits.  True, 
life  expectancy  was  low,  diet  was  limited,  and  the  best  hope  against  disease 
was  often  hope  itself.  But  the  Gwich'in  had  independence. 

Even  when  every  other  aboriginal  group  in  Alaska  agreed  in  1971  to  give  up 
their  land  claims  in  return  for  $1  billion  and  a tenth  of  state  territory, 
the  Gwich'in  wanted  no  part  of  the  deal. 

The  7,000-member  tribe  held  on  to  1.8  million  acres  of  ancestral  land  and, 
for  a time,  kept  outsiders  away  from  their  highwayless,  fenceless,  wireless 
universe . 

Until  Zenith  came  to  town. 

"I  couldn't  sleep  I was  so  excited  by  that  TV,"  says  Albert  Gilbert,  a 
43-year-old  Gwich'in  who,  at  25,  got  his  first  hit  of  late-night  comedy  the 
day  the  future  dropped  out  of  the  sky. 

"I  wanted  to  watch  it  and  watch  it  and  watch  it,"  he  said.  "I  woke  up 
at  6 a.m.  to  watch  it  more.  I did  this  for  two  weeks.  When  I went  out  in  the 
country  to  hunt,  all  I could  hear  was  the  TV  in  my  head." 

As  the  boxes  multiplied,  mothers  stopped  making  ice  cream  from  caribou- 
bone  powder  and  river  slush,  in  deference  to  Ben  & Derry's.  They  stopped 
preparing  "tundra  tea"  with  alpine  spruce  needles  in  favor  of  Folger's 
instant  coffee. 

Kids  began  chomping  Bazooka  bubble  gum  rather  than  dried  caribou  meat. 

They  no  longer  waited  for  the  elders  to  finish  eating  before  starting  a 
meal.  Old  legends  told  around  campfires  could  not  hold  them  when  Bart 
Simpson  was  talking. 

Soon,  beaded  moccasins  were  outmoded  by  Nike  sneakers,  the  sled  dog  by  the 
gas-powered  Ski-Doo  Alpine,  the  wood  stove  by  the  microwave  oven. 

The  well-to-do  came  to  be  envied  for  their  home  entertainment  centers.  The 
average  Gwich'in  --  living  on  unemployment,  welfare.  Social  Security,  food 
stamps,  Alaska  dividend  checks  or  handouts  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
--  made  do  with  20-inch  Sonys. 

Several  elders  cautioned  against  the  excesses  of  the  tube,  but  listening 
to  the  old  ones  had  fallen  out  of  vogue. 

"For  these  natives,  like  anyone  else,  television  is  a cultural  nerve  gas," 
explains  Dr.  Michael  Krauss,  director  of  the  Alaska  Native  Language  Center 
at  the  University  of  Alaska  in  Fairbanks.  "It's  odorless,  painless  and 


tasteless.  And  deadly." 

Sarah  lames,  a Gwich'in  artist  who  runs  a committee  that  works  to  preserve 
tribal  customs,  believes  the  tube  has  done  what  no  invader  could:  kill  the 
Gwich'in's  primal  soul. 

"The  TV  teaches  greed.  It  shows  our  people  a world  that  is  not  ours," 
lames  says.  "It  makes  us  wish  we  were  something  else." 

Cora  Christian  trudges  up  the  dirt  trail  and  huffs  to  a stop.  Beneath 
caribou  antlers  nailed  to  the  front  of  a cottonwood-log  cabin  hangs  a 
hand-painted  sign: 

GILBERT'S  GROCERY.  ARCTiC  ViLLAGE,  AK. 

"I  hope  they're  not  out  of  M & M's,"  she  says.  "My  granddaughter  will 
scream  if  she  doesn't  get  some  today." 

She  pushes  the  door  open  and  sees  lulie  Hollandsworth,  a short  woman  who 
lives  down  the  road.  Hollandsworth  is  holding  a few  bags  of  microwave 
popcorn.  She  says  her  husband  just  put  up  their  very  own  satellite  dish.  He 
paid  $635  for  it,  plus  another  $215  for  shipping  on  the  Frontier  Airlines 
DC-3  that  makes  the  200-mile  flight  from  Fairbanks  once  a month. 

"It  gets  320  channels,"  Hollandsworth  says.  "I  counted  them  all." 

Christian  is  impressed.  Her  five  daughters  would  love  it,  she  says.  Her 
family  is  finding  it  a little  tiresome  watching  just  the  one  channel, 
KUAC-TV,  hour  after  hour. 

Christian  scans  Gilbert's  shelves:  Canned  wax  beans,  Sun-Maid  Raisins, 
condensed  milk,  Pringle's,  cartoned  fruit  juice,  paper  towels,  microwave 
popcorn.  Tide  detergent,  buttermilk  pancake  mix,  yeast,  rock  salt,  Mr. 
Goodbars,  Dr.  Pepper,  Marlboro  cigarettes  and,  there  they  are,  M & M's. 
That's  all  there  is,  except  for  the  two  walls  of  videotapes. 

Christian  picks  up  the  M & M's  and  hikes  a quarter-mile  across  a 
purple-and-green  quilt  of  reindeer  moss,  lichens  and  sedge  tussocks  studded 
with  baby  spruce.  The  big  trees  are  gone.  Cut  for  firewood. 

"Woodcutting  is  the  only  way  to  make  money  here  in  winter,"  she  says. 

"The  young  guys  charge  you  $30  for  three  days'  worth  of  logs.  Another  $10 
to  split  it,  the  cheats." 

She  slides  a key  into  the  back  door  of  her  two-bedroom  frame  house.  "We 
started  locking  it  ever  since  someone  stole  our  chain  saw  a month  ago," 
she  says,  remembering  the  time  before  TV  when  Gwich'in  didn't  need  locks. 

Inside  is  a room  crammed  with  convenience:  propane  range,  can  opener,  two 
televisions . 

"Is  all  this  modern  stuff  good  for  me?"  The  43-year-old  woman  chews  her 
lip,  then  recalls  how  her  uncle,  Albert  lames,  a few  months  earlier  charged 
her  $40  to  haul  two  couches  home  from  the  airstrip,  a half-mile  away. 

"I  didn't  have  the  money  right  away,"  she  says,  "so  my  uncle  let  them 
sit  out  there  for  a month,  until  my  federal  relief  check  came.  My  own 
uncle . " 

Now,  she  says,  "nobody  will  give  you  a stick  of  wood  for  free  anymore.  All 
anybody  wants  is  money." 

Davy  Peter,  a 9-year-old  Gwich'in  in  an  oversized  Chicago  Bulls  jacket,  is 
excited.  After  school,  he  raced  over  to  Gilbert's  and  nabbed  three  "Teen-age 
Mutant  Ninja  Turtles"  videos,  and  he  can't  wait  to  watch  them. 

Rocky  lohn,  a pudgy  12-year-old  with  a wad  of  Snickers  bar  in  his  cheek,  and 
Walter  Nollner,  9,  are  going  along.  Rocky  wants  to  be  a wide  receiver  for 
the  San  Francisco  49ers  when  he  grows  up.  Davy  wants  to  be  Michael  Iordan. 
Walter,  a hunter.  Check  that.  Scottie  Pippen. 

None  has  ever  played  a down  or  shot  a free  throw.  They  can't  stop  to 
explain.  "We  gotta  watch  all  of  these  movies  by  tomorrow  morning,"  Davy 
says . 

lames  lohn  watches  the  youths  scatter  like  waterfowl.  "Kids,"  he  mutters. 
"All  they  do  now  is  play  board  games,  watch  TV,  act  like  they've  done  it 
all." 

lohn  is  37.  He's  got  that  wiry  look,  like  a scarecrow  made  of  cables.  He 
wears  camouflage  pants,  black  army  boots.  A white  eagle's  feather  dangles 
from  his  mane  --  for  "spiritual  power,"  he  says. 

One  of  14  children,  he  considers  himself  trapped  between  two  generations. 


those  of  his  forefathers  and  the  "MTV  wimps." 

In  the  summer,  John  cuts  wood  and  repairs  TV  sets.  When  he  accumulates 
$350,  he  orders  ammunition,  then  disappears  into  the  Brooks  Range  for  weeks 
at  a time.  He  hunts  and  traps  caribou,  moose,  lynx,  wolf,  fox,  beaver. 

His  cabin,  where  he  waits  out  the  winter,  is  not  quite  four  steps  by  six. 
The  television  talks  from  its  stand.  A 55-gallon-drum  wood  stove  and  a bunk 
fill  much  of  the  room. 

"Before  the  TV,  we  were  a tough  people,"  he  says.  "Not  anymore.  Now 
people  only  go  hunting  if  they  have  a four-wheeler." 

His  friend,  Dennis  Erick,  39,  laughs.  "These  modern  kids  go  out  there  and 
kill  anything  they  see,"  he  says.  "They  don't  know  which  is  a bull  and 
which  is  a cow.  They  don't  care." 

Once,  Gwich'in  tracked  caribou  hundreds  of  miles  into  the  Canadian  Yukon. 
Today,  Erick  says,  they  follow  the  herds  via  satellite. 

There  are  two  signs  tacked  to  a bulletin  board  outside  the  Gwich'in  Council 
office.  One  reads:  PRIDE.  COURAGE.  TRADITION. 

The  other:  FOLLOW  THE  SEASONAL  MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  PORCUPINE  CARIBOU  HERD. 

Below  these  words  hang  eight  satellite  photos  of  the  Arctic  National 
Wildlife  Refuge.  "10  cow  caribou  have  been  fitted  with  satellite  collars," 
the  announcement  continues.  "Locations  for  these  caribou  are  received  each 
week...  Good  hunting." 

When  the  caribou  come  within  a few  miles  of  town,  the  Gwich'in  fire  up 
their  four-wheelers  or  snowmobiles  and  rumble  off  for  a shootfest. 

"The  satellite  pictures  help  save  gas,"  says  Gideon  lames,  the  council 
member.  He  owns  a Dodge  pickup.  "Gas  costs  $5  a gallon  up  here." 

Terry  Sikvayugak  and  his  live-in  girlfriend,  Marie  John,  own  a piece  of 
Arctic  Village's  future. 

They  have  what's  called  a "HUD  House"  --a  20-by-24-foot , plywood  A-frame 
built  with  14,000  federal  dollars.  It's  the  only  painted  dwelling  in  a 
200-mile  radius.  "I  told  the  government  guys  I'd  never  seen  a colored  house 
in  Arctic  Village,"  Sikvayugak  says.  "So  they  painted  mine  lemon." 

The  couple  added  a few  touches:  A meat  drying  rack  made  from  the  shoulder 
blade  of  a moose,  a caribou-skin  rug.  And,  of  course,  three  TV  sets.  Two 
VCRs.  A Sony  PlayStation. 

"The  boy,  lerrald,  he  needed  a second  TV  in  his  room  so  he  could  watch 
his  shows  while  playing  compact-disc  video  games,"  Sikvayugak  says. 

In  the  den  is  a third  television,  a 28-inch  Samsung  TV/Video  combo.  "It's 
never  turned  off,"  Marie  says,  without  looking  up  from  a movie  about  a 
huge  ship  that  sinks  in  the  Atlantic  after  hitting  an  iceberg. 

They  have  a lot  of  time  for  the  tube.  They  are  the  conscribed  components 
of  a distant  system  known  as  the  dole.  Marie,  37,  receives  $821  each  month 
from  the  BIA's  Temporary  Assistance  Program,  plus  $300  in  food  stamps.  Each 
year,  the  Arctic  Slope  Native  Corp.  sends  an  $1,800  "subsistence"  check 
to  Sikvayugak,  a 31-year-old  Inuit.  And  this  year,  the  state  sent  all  three 
family  members  $1,540.88  "dividend"  checks  --  the  annual  payout  each 
Alaskan  receives  from  the  state's  $26  billion  oil-royalty  savings  account. 

Sikvayugak  collects  firewood,  hauls  buckets  of  water  from  the  Chandalar 
River.  Then  it's  time  for  "Wheel  of  Fortune." 

"It's  so  easy  to  sit  around  and  watch  movies  every  day,"  he  says.  "Now 
lerrald  comes  home,  eats,  plays  Nintendo  a couple  hours  with  his  friends, 
watches  TV,  a video  movie,  then  goes  to  bed." 

Is  Gwich'in  spoken  in  the  home?  "It  would  be  nice,"  Marie  interjects. 

"But  lerrald  wants  to  learn  about  the  Western  culture.  He  wants  to  learn 
to  fly  a plane,  play  football.  We  want  him  to  know  English  well.  That  way, 
he  will  be  more  successful  than  we  are." 

Arctic  Village  has  a landing  strip.  It  has  a tower  filled  with  chlorinated 
river  water.  It  has  a bulldozer.  It  has  a 1906  Russian  Orthodox  steeple.  It 
has  a school  with  58  students,  13  Garfield  posters,  nine  Apple  computers,  one 
bilingual  instructor.  It  has  a youth  center  with  a pool  table.  It  has  a 
25-foot  satellite  dish. 

It  has  no  garbage  plant.  No  plans  for  one. 

So  when  a GMC  pickup  lost  its  muffler  a year  ago  and  the  owner  couldn't 
afford  to  order  a new  part  from  Fairbanks,  the  truck  was  abandoned  on  the 


side  of  Mountain  Road.  It  sinks  a little  each  day.  The  Gwich ' in  figure  the 
marsh  may  swallow  it  all  in  three  years. 

Outside  the  WASHETERIA,  a laundry  center,  12  Maytags  sit  in  the  mud.  They 
look  new.  But  they  need  new  gaskets,  new  lint  trays,  maybe  a loose  wire 
tightened.  Kids  play  on  them. 

The  rutted  roads  are  a garbage  picker's  dream.  A bicycle  with  a flat  tire 
here.  A chain  saw  with  a severed  starter  cord  there. 

Either  no  one  knows  how  to  fix  these  things  or  no  one  has  the  tools  or 
patience  to  do  it.  There  are  no  televisions  lying  about,  though. 

"They  get  fixed,"  says  Leonard  John,  21,  who  then  gives  a Mountain  Dew 
can  a drop  kick  into  a mountain  creek. 

Occasionally,  the  village  council  will  haul  refuse  out  past  Lilly's  Lake 
and  dump  it  in  a ditch  straddling  the  airstrip.  When  planes  lift  off, 
plastic  bags,  foam  cups,  soiled  toilet  paper  take  flight  in  their  wake. 

A window  of  Isaac  Ross'  cabin  frames  a postcard  view  of  the  typical  Arctic 
Village  yard:  empty  Chef  Boyardee  tins,  bales  of  fiberglass  insulation. 

Hills  Bros,  coffee  cans,  shotgun  casings,  plastic  Pepsi  bottles,  oil  drums, 
dry-rotted  tires,  grease  guns,  a gas  range,  Pennzoil  jugs,  propane  tanks, 
plastic  forks  and  spoons,  two  discarded  chain  saws,  a sink,  two  stripped 
bicycle  frames  and  two  snow  machines  in  different  stages  of  dismantlement. 

"All  of  that  junk  comes  from  the  city,  from  down  below,"  Ross  grouses. 

Down  below  is  Fort  Yukon,  150  miles  south,  the  outpost  where  he  was  born  45 
years  ago.  He  lights  a Marlboro,  adjusts  the  red  headband  that  confines  his 
bear-black  hair. 

"The  white  man  should  come  here  and  collect  all  this  junk  and  take  it 
away,"  he  says.  "Hey.  Wait  a minute." 

Ross  clicks  up  the  volume  on  his  13-inch  Symphonic  TV  and  stares  bug-eyed 
at  a 30-second  ad  for  the  new  Honda  all-terrain  vehicle,  which  retails  for 
about  $6,500. 

"Not  a bad  price,"  he  says.  "Who  knows?  Maybe  next  year." 

"RE : Exclusion  Order  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  29  May  1999  11:03:13  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  elder-Exclusion  Order  Update-2  Navajo  Times  articles 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

These  articles  appeared  in  this  weeks  edition  of  the  Navajo  Times.  I will 
keep  you  updated  about  any  futher  developments  in  the  Hopi  tribe's  attempt 
to  exclude  Big  Mountain  elder  Kee  Shay. 

Please  keep  the  pressure  up. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 
E-mail:  dinetah29@aol.com 

Web  sites:  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
and  http : //www. solcommunications . com 


Navajo  Times 
Thursday,  May  27,  1999 

Hopi  Tribe's  Order  of  Proposed  Exclusion  unfolds 

By  Wendy  R.  Young 
Navajo  Times  Correspondent 

FLAGSTAFF  - In  response  to  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Proposed  Order  of  Exclusion,  Kee 
Shay  has  sent  a letter  to  Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  requesting  a 30-day 
extension  in  order  for  him  to  obtain  the  texts  of  the  Hopi  tribal  ordinances 
that  he  has  been  accused  of  violating. 

Kee  Shay's  wife  May  Shay  resides  in  the  "unauthorized  dwelling"  on  the 
HPL,  which  the  notice  alleges  is  in  violation  of  federal,  Hopi  tribal,  and 
Hopi  village  laws.  May  Shay  told  human  rights  activist  Marsha  Monestersky, 
"I  have  lived  here  since  before  i was  18  years  old  when  I married  Kee  Shay. 


I am  now  76  years  old.  My  sheep  corral,  my  house,  and  my  ash  pile  is  here. 
This  is  where  I live.  We  are  even  told  that  our  hogan  which  we  need  to 
rebuild  in  order  to  have  ceremonies  is  illegal.  How  are  we  to  survive?" 

"How  can  the  Hopi  Tribe  say  we  are  a danger  to  the  Hopi  Tribe?  I am 
afraid  when  I am  here  alone,  the  Hopi  police  come  by  here  and  tell  me  to 
leave  my  home  and  that  I do  not  belong  here.  (Or  that)  They  do  this  to  me 
when  I am  sheep  herding.  Who  is  going  to  protect  me?  How  can  they  do  this 
to  me?" 

Kee  Shay's  son  Shay  Benally  has  been  trying  to  attain  copies  of  the  Hopi 
tribal  ordinances.  Benally  told  Monestersky,  "I  went  to  see  the  people  at 
the  Tuba  City  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission  to  ask  if  they  could  give  me  a 
copy  of  the  Ordinance  46  and  43  that  my  father  Kee  Shay  is  being  cited  in 
violation  of.  they  told  me  they  have  the  information  but  would  not  give  it 
to  me.  How  are  we  supposed  to  respond  to  the  Exclusion  Order?  They  should 
take  the  word  'Navajo'  out  of  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission." 

The  Tuba  City  office  of  the  NHLC  says  that  Benally  did  in  fact  come  to 
request  copies  of  the  ordinances,  however  the  staff  person  who  handles 
legal  matters  and  who  holds  copies  of  those  documents  was  out  of  the  office. 

Benally  was  told  to  come  back. 

Benally  also  reported  that  he  approached  the  Hopi  Chairman's  office  on  May 
21  requesting  copies  of  ordinances,  "I  asked  him  if  he  would  give  me  the 
text  of  the  Ordinances  that  my  father  Kee  Shay  is  being  cited  in  violation 
of.  He  just  told  me  that  he  would  not  give  me  the  information  and  that  he 
wanted  to  keep  this  information  confidential.  Confidential  from  who?  My 
father  Kee  Shay  and  my  mother  are  being  told  they  are  going  to  be  excluded 
from  their  home. " 

When  asked  to  verify  Benally's  visit  to  the  Hopi  Chairman's  office. 
Administrative  Assistant  Jackie  Nahee  was  unable  to  find  anyone  who  had 
spoken  with  Benally. 

"We  have  no  record  of  that,"  she  told  the  Navajo  Times.  "Usually  they 
would  fill  out  a form  and  we  would  make  copies ...  It ' s public  record,"  so 
the  documents  should  have  been  provided,  Nahee  indicated. 

The  Shay  family  has  never  approached  the  Navajo  Times  to  promote  their 
case.  The  Navajo  Times  covers  this  story  because  it  has  implications  on  all 
residents  of  the  Dineh  HPL,  including  dual  residents  of  the  HPL  and  NPL, 
as  well  as  signers  and  non-signers  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

As  Benally  commented,  "Kee  Shay  and  May  Shay  are  afraid  of  what  will 
happen  to  them  at  the  hands  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  I wonder  what  will  happen 
to  us  and  who  they  will  target  next." 


The  Navajo  Times 

May  27,  1999 

Hopi  exclusion  ordered 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  press  release  was  issued  on  May  20,  1999  by 
the  Hopi  Tribe  after  the  Navajo  Times  published  a story  in  the  May  13,  1999 
issue  about  a Notice  of  Proposed  Order  of  Exclusion  issued  by  the  Hopi  Tribe 
against  elder  Dineh  resident  Kee  Shay.  It  is  printed  in  its  entirety.) 

KYKOTSMOVI,  Ariz.  - According  to  media  reports,  Kee  Shay,  a resident  and 
member  of  the  Navajo  Nation  is  opposing  Hopi  efforts  to  exclude  him  from  the 
Hopi  Reservation.  Shay  recently  received  a notice  of  proposed  order  of 
exclusion  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  acting  under  authority  of  a Tribal  law  which 
allows  the  Hopi  to  protect  their  people  and  lands  by  excluding  or  removing 
individuals  who  are  illegally  on  Hopi  land. 

"Mr.  Shay  has  no  right  to  be  on  Hopi  land,  no  right  to  graze  his  cattle 
and  sheep  on  Hopi  land  or  to  construct  buildings  on  Hopi  land.  In  spite  of 
repeated  Hopi  warnings,  he  has  done  all  of  these  things  openly  and  without 
permit  or  other  authorization.  Such  behavior  is  not  acceptable  or  tolerated 
in  off-reservation  communities  and  it  will  not  be  accepted  or  tolerated 
here. 

Our  records  indicate  that  Shay  is  not  a member  of  the  Hopi  tribe.  Shay  is 
also  not  among  the  Navajos  who  are  eligible  to  continue  living  on  Hopi  land 
under  the  process  of  accommodation  negotiated  between  the  Hopi,  Navajo  and 
the  United  States.  As  such,  Shay  is  simply  trespassing  on  Hopi  lands," 
stated  Eugene  Kaye,  Spokesman  for  the  Hopi  Tribe. 


According  to  the  Tribe,  Shay's  actions  are  considered  harmful  to  both 
Navajo  and  Hopi  families.  The  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  hit  hard  by  the 
ongoing  drought  conditions  has  reduced  the  capacity  of  the  land  to  support 
grazing  livestock. 

"When  outside  individuals  illegally  trespass  and  allow  their  animals  to 
graze  on  lands  that  already  suffer  from  diminished  capacity,  we  hurt  both 
Navajo  and  Hopi  families  living  on  HPL  who  depend  on  t hose  same  lands  for 
authorized  grazing.  Shay's  actions  in  arguing  his  case  through  the  media  is 
clearly  an  effort  to  disrupt  and  use  for  his  own  benefit  the  ongoing 
peaceful  process  of  accommodation  taking  place  between  the  Hopi  Tribe  and 
Navajo  families  to  which  he  is  not  a party.  Shay's  illegal  presence  on  the 
HPL  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Accommodation  process,"  concluded  Kaye. 

Lenora  Lewis,  Chairperson  of  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Land  Team  agrees.  "The  Hopi 
government  has  a responsibility  to  look  out  for  the  general  welfare  of  its 
citizens.  In  this  case,  both  Navajo  and  Hopi  families  lose  when  outsiders 
encroach  on  natural  resources  they  depend  on.  These  families  are  already 
facing  livestock  reductions  due  to  the  conditions  of  the  land.  HPL  families 
don't  need  outsiders  using  up  their  grass  when  they  are  the  ones  who  suffer 
the  consequences.  They  also  don't  need  outsiders  creating  issues  surrounding 
the  Accommodation  process,  especially  when  it  does  not  concern  them.  The 
media  needs  to  be  more  responsible  in  not  agitating  situations  that  could 
hurt  the  interests  of  Hopi  and  Navajo  families  on  the  HPL." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

- — "RE:  Witness  Camp  Instructions"  

Date:  Thu,  27  May  1999  09:23:08  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Sub j : Witness  Camp  Instructions 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Many  of  you  have  requested  information  about  attending  the  upcomming  witness 
camp  at  Big  Mountain.  Here  is  the  information  I received.  Also,  recently 
I posted  a message  from  A1  Swilling  listing  several  media  contacts  and 
polititions  to  contact.  My  own  email  address  was  accidently  included  in 
that  list,  so  I have  been  getting  flamed  for  not  covering  the  Big  Mountain 
situation!!  At  least  it's  nice  to  know  that  some  of  you  are  following 
through  in  contacting  people  and  getting  the  message  out.  Thanks  very 
much . 

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  15:53:36  EDT 

From:  swaneagle  harijan  <swaneaglepeace@juno . com> 

Blessings  Bob 

Those  who  wish  to  go  to  the  Witness  Camp  will  have  to  drive  to  Tuba  City 
and  get  on  the  highway  going  towards  Hotevilla  which  is  264. 

Approximately  35  miles  or  so  from  Tuba  will  be  the  Dinnebito  Wash  sign 
which  is  a left  trun  onto  the  main  dirt  road  going  up  to  Big  Mountain. 

Once  people  drive  along  that  main  road  without  taking  any  turns  and 
keeping  right  when  approaching  the  first  major  fork  after  the  Rocky  Ridge 
school,  they  will  eventually  (8  - 10  miles)  come  to  a turn  off  marked  by 
red  and  black  cloth  which  will  mark  the  entire  way  to  the  Witness/Peace 
Camp.  People  can  also  call  the  Black  Mesa  Support  at  520-773-8086  to 
leave  a message.  I can  also  be  e mailed,  but  will  not  be  able  to  acces 


it  unless  i come  into  Flagstaff  which  won't  be  often  after  today.  We 
have  no  way  to  contact  people  once  we  are  at  the  camp. 


Thanks  for  your  help.  Bob.  We  have  had  one  Hopi  official  come  to  visit 
in  the  first  9 days  of  the  camp.  He  was  courteous  and  i hope  it  will 
continue  to  be  that  way. 

Get  back  to  me  today  if  you  can  with  anything  else  i should  know.  I will 
leave  either  tonight  or  tomorow  morning.  I'm  trying  to  cram  my  little 
car  with  supplies  and  get  correspondence  taken  care  of. 

In  peaceful  struggle, 

Swaneagle 


"RE : Apaches  Get  New  Dictionary"  

Date:  Thu,  27  May  1999  16:13:32  GMT 
From:  Randy  Ww  <lotanna@my-deja . com> 

Sub  j : Apaches  get  new  dictionary 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

from  the  Arizona  Republic  § http://www.azcentral.com/news/0527apache.shtml 

Boost  for  a fading  language 

Apaches  get  1st  new  dictionary  since  '72 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

May  27,  1999 

Dorothy  Bray  can  translate  hundreds  of  Apache  words  and  explain  how  to  write 
their  peculiar  clicking  and  nasal  sounds. 

She  knows  all  about  Apache  grammar  and  how  words  spoken  by  White  Mountain 
Apaches  in  central  Arizona  differ  from  those  of  San  Carlos  Apaches  near 
Phoenix. 

Dust  just  don't  ask  her  to  speak  Apache. 

"I'm  too  chicken,"  said  the  Casa  Grande  retired  college  teacher  who  spent 
nearly  15  years  editing  the  new  Western  Apache-English  Dictionary  published 
last  year  by  Arizona  State  University. 

She  hesitates  to  speak  the  language  because  some  words  change  meaning  just 
by  being  stretched  out  a mite  longer,  a minute  difference  that  Bray  is 
unable  to  hear. 

"If  I say  something,  I'd  end  up  saying  something  different." 

For  example,  bita  means  "forehead",  but  bitaa,  with  a slightly  longer  "aa" 
sound,  means  "my  father,"  said  Edgar  Perry,  an  Apache  who  teaches  youth  and 
adult  language  classes  in  Whiteriver  and  Cibicue. 

If  you  tried  to  say  you  slapped  your  forehead,  but  stretched  out  the  "a" 
too  long,  it  could  be  embarrasing. 

In  the  1940s,  volunteer  Bible  translators  began  to  record  Apaches  talking, 
devised  a way  to  write  down  their  language,  then  translate  words  into  English 
and  vice  versa. 

The  new  10, 500-word  dictionary  is  the  second  of  two  Apache-English 
dictionaries  published  in  Arizona,  but  it  includes  about  five  times  as  many 
words  as  the  first,  released  in  1972. 

Perry,  61,  who  worked  on  both  dictionaries,  hopes  the  new  book  will 
prolong  interest  in  the  Apache  language,  which  he  said  is  losing  out  in 
Native  American  communities  to  English-dominated  television. 

He  estimates  about  70  percent  of  the  public  school  students  in  Whiteriver 
can't  speak  Apache  or  just  understand  a little. 

"They  (Apaches)  should  get  away  from  TV  and  ride  a horse  and  go  see 
Grandma  and  learn  a language.  But  it's  English,  all  the  time  English, 

English,  English,"  Perry  said. 

But  many  youth  are  not  receptive  to  learning  the  language  of  their 
ancestors . 


"Little  kids,  they  enjoy  it  at  first.  Some  learn,  but  some  are  too 
stubborn.  They  would  understand  it  if  their  parents  talked  to  them,"  he 
said . 

Arizona  dialects 

The  dictionary  is  aimed  mainly  at  the  White  Mountain  Apaches  who  live  on 
the  Fort  Apache  Indian  Reservation  in  east  central  Arizona  and  San  Carlos 
Apaches  on  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation  east  of  Phoenix.  The  book 
includes  their  different  dialects. 

About  30  members  of  the  White  Mountain  Apache  Tribe  spent  about  15  years 
writing  Apache  words  and  their  translations  by  hand  onto  index  cards  for  the 
latest  dictionary,  but  their  work  stalled  in  the  late  1980s  for  lack  of 
money . 

Their  work,  however,  resumed  after  The  Arizona  Republic  ran  a story  in 
December  1988  on  how  the  dictionary  was  languishing  for  lack  of  funds. 

"The  article  got  it  going  again,"  said  Bray,  60,  who  also  came  back  to  the 
project  after  dropping  out  for  several  years.  "I  guess  it  just  kept  haunting 
me.  I felt  if  I didn't  do  it,  it  wouldn't  get  done." 

ASU  joins  effortArizona  State  University's  Bilingual  Press  came  on  board 
and  worked  with  the  project  for  another  decade  until  it  was  done,  partly 
with  the  help  of  a $3,000  grant  from  the  Arizona  Humanities  Council. 

It  took  another  10  years  because  all  the  handwritten  notes  had  to  be  typed 
and  entered  into  a computer  for  typesetting.  Bray  said  there  were  countless 
meetings  to  check  and  recheck  the  meanings  and  spelling  of  words. 

Some  of  the  longtime  volunteers  never  lived  to  see  the  dictionary 
published,  including  Wesley  Bonito,  a former  tribal  education  director  who 
died  in  1995,  and  Faith  Hill,  one  of  the  early  Bible  translators  who  died  a 
few  months  before  the  dictionary  was  published. 

The  project  was  complicated  because  Apache,  like  its  Navajo  cousin,  has 
nasal,  clicking  and  other  sounds  that  can't  be  captured  by  the  English 
alphabet  and  some  new  characters  had  to  be  created.  For  example,  there's  a 
sound  made  by  putting  your  tongue  on  the  roof  of  your  mouth  that  is  depicted 
by  an  "1"  with  a slash  through  it. 

The  closest  Perry  could  describe  it  was  the  "tl"  sound  in  the  word 
"atlas . " 

Grammar  differs 

The  grammar  also  is  different.  There  aren't  separate  gender  pronouns  like 
he  and  she.  Plural  words  refer  to  three  or  more,  instead  of  two  or  more  as 
in  English. 

Verbs  come  at  the  end  of  the  sentence.  For  example,  the  sentence,  "The 
horse  is  licking  the  salt"  would  be  said,  "Horse  salt  licking"  in  Apache, 
Perry  said. 

In  some  cases,  it  takes  half  a dozen  Apache  words  or  more  to  say  one 
English  word,  especially  business  and  technology  terms.  "New  words  had  to 
be  made  for  all  the  20th  century  inventions,"  Bray  said. 

Dividend,  for  example,  is  conveyed  by  Apache  terms  for  "where  money  is 
kept/you  are  part  shareholder . " 

Apache,  like  many  other  Native  American  languages,  predates  the  arrival  of 
the  Spanish  missionaries  in  the  1500s. 

So  the  Apaches  apparently  just  incorporated  the  new  words  introduced  by 
the  Spaniards  or  Mexicans,  such  as  apple,  ax,  barrel,  cough,  cow,  dry,  gold, 
money,  onion,  owl,  pig,  pocket,  potato,  scar,  scarf,  soldier  and  thread, 
according  to  the  earlier  dictionary. 

Cultural  misunderstandings 

In  her  years  talking  to  Apaches,  Bray  also  learned  how  their  speech 
patterns  often  differ  from  English.  For  example,  they  don't  raise  their 
voice  at  the  end  of  a question  or  to  convey  emotion. 

This  can  lead  to  misunderstanding,  she  said.  "We  may  think  Apaches  have  no 
emotion  because  they  don't  express  them  in  their  speech  patterns." 

Apache  and  Navajo  are  part  of  the  Athabascan  family  of  languages  also  used 
by  various  bands  of  Athabascan  Indians  in  Alaska,  and  possibly  distantly 
related  to  Asian  languages. 

Anthropologists  and  linguists  have  theorized  that  Athabascan  ancestors 


somehow  crossed  the  55-mile-long  Bering  Strait  perhaps  about  35,000  years 
ago  and  settled  in  Alaska,  with  some  groups  migrating  south.  Perry  contends 
the  White  Mountain  Apaches  settled  in  their  present  location  around  1300. 

Athabascans  and  Apaches  share  words  for  snow,  mountain,  water  and  fire 
and  many  other  essential  subjects,  he  said. 

There's  even  some  similarities  to  Japanese,  such  as  the  word  kude,  for 
"here,"  Perry  said.  However,  he  said  he  would  have  to  study  Japanese  more  to 
learn  how  much  they  have  in  common. 

It  would  be  an  odd  twist  if  Apache  and  Navajo  were  distantly  related  to 
Japanese.  During  World  War  II,  the  Marines  used  Navajos  as  code  talkers  to 
transmit  military  secrets  because  the  Japanese  couldn't  understand  the 
Native  American  language. 

"The  Navajo  code  talkers  used  it  (Navajo)  against  the  Japanese,"  Perry 
said,  "and  we  have  the  same  language." 

There  are  also  Apaches  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas  with  different  dialects. 


Betty  Beard  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7982  or  at  betty.beard@pni.com  via 
e-mail . 


- — "RE:  Books  on  Indian  Languages"  

Date:  Mon,  31  May  1999  09:22:11  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msaj . com> 

Sub j : Books  on  Indian  languages 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www7. mercurycenter .com : 80/ books /docs/ buzz30.htm 

Published  Sunday,  May  30,  1999,  in  the  San  Jose 
Mercury  News 

The  frontiers  of  book  collecting 

+ Siebert  sacrificed  everything  to  amass  volumes  on  American  Indians 
BY  RITA  REIF 

AT  15,  Frank  T.  Siebert  Jr.  became  so  frustrated  at  not  finding  the  books 
he  wanted  to  read  on  American  Indians  and  the  Western  frontier  in  school 
or  at  the  public  libraries  in  Philadelphia  that  he  began  collecting.  His 
first  purchase,  a 1904  reprint  of  John  Eliot's  "Logick  Primer,"  from  1672, 
cost  28  cents.  Over  the  next  70  years,  he  became  a pathologist,  sold  his 
blood  to  buy  books,  got  married,  then  left  his  wife  and  children  and  lived 
for  a while  in  his  car. 

"Frank  Siebert 's  story  bears  every  mark  of  the  fanatic  collector,"  said 
anthropologist  Edmund  Carpenter,  who  met  Siebert  in  the  late  1930s,  when 
both  were  students  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

"To  buy  books,  he  sacrificed  everything,  but  there  was  this  other  side 
of  him:  He  is  one  of  the  major  authorities  in  American  Indian  languages,  a 
genius  who  devoted  his  life  to  this  study." 

Siebert  focused  on  the  language  and  legends  of  various  tribes, 
especially  the  Catawbas  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Penoboscot  of  Maine, 
near  whom  he  lived  for  the  last  30  years  of  his  life,  mastering  their 
language,  becoming  its  last  speaker  and  producing  a dictionary. 

When  he  died  at  85  from  cancer  a year  ago,  Siebert ' s collection  of  1,500 
books  and  manuscripts  had  never  been  seen  by  his  colleagues  in 
anthropology  and  linguistics,  by  the  dealers  and  collectors  from  whom  he 
bought  books  or  by  his  two  daughters,  with  whom  he  had  reconciled. 

At  Siebert 's  direction  just  before  he  died,  his  daughters,  Stephanie  M. 
Finger  and  Kathleen  L.  Davis,  called  in  Bailey  Bishop,  the  Cambridge,  Mass. 
, dealer  from  whom  he  had  bought  most  of  his  books. 

"He  hounded  me  in  his  50-year  search  for  the  famous  Cherokee  Spelling 
Book,  from  1819,"  Bishop  said.  "It  was  the  first  book  printed  in  that 
language,  and  only  two  copies  survive."  Bishop  inventoried  the  collection 
and  sent  it  to  New  York. 

Now  the  Siebert  library  will  be  auctioned  in  two  parts  at  Sotheby's,  in 


Manhattan,  in  a sale  estimated  to  total  about  $7  million.  The  first  550 
books,  which  focus  on  the  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi,  went  to  auction 
earlier  this  month.  The  rest  of  the  books,  on  those  of  the  South  and  the 
West,  will  be  auctioned  in  October. 

In  the  collection  is  a copy  of  the  first  Bible  printed  in  America, 
translated  by  John  Eliot,  known  as  "the  apostle  to  the  Indians,"  into  the 
Natick-Algonquin  language.  It  was  published  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  in  1661-1663. 

Siebert's  curiosity  about  Indian  languages  prompted  him  to  buy  a letter 
that  George  Washington  sent  to  an  Indian  agent  in  1786.  In  it  Washington 
relayed  a request  from  Catherine  the  Great,  made  through  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  for  authentic  documents  about  American  Indian  vocabularies  that 
she  wanted  for  the  dictionary  she  was  working  on. 

The  1681  Indian  deed  ceding  all  the  land  of  what  is  now  Jamaica,  Queens, 
to  the  British  for  15  coats,  nine  kettles,  five  guns,  two  blankets,  two 
pairs  of  stockings  and  a pair  of  shoes  was  among  the  collection,  too. 


Rita  Reif  wrote  this  article  for  the  New  York  Times. 

- — "RE:  Coldwater  Springs  not  Sacred?"  

Date:  Fri,  14  May  1999  16:51:42  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : The  Sacred 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

Counterpoint:  By  whose  definition  is 
Coldwater  Springs  not  sacred? 

Louis  Berger  and  Associates,  the  consulting  firm  hired  by  the  Minnesota 
Department  of  Transportation  in  the  Hwy.  55  controversy,  determined  last 
month  that  no  evidence  exists  to  validate  Native  Americans'  claims  that 
Coldwater  Springs  --  which  lies  in  the  path  of  a proposed  reroute  --  is  a 
sacred  site  to  us. 

This  firm  must  be  gifted  with  the  sight  to  determine  what  is  sacred  and 
what  is  not.  Did  Louis  Berger  and  Associates  know  what  they  were  looking 
for?  What  are  the  criteria  for  sacred  places?  What  kind  of  evidence  or 
lack  of  evidence  did  they  expect  to  find?  Perhaps  the  skeletal  remains  of 
animals  or  even  sacrificial  virgins?  Do  they  know  our  sacred  beliefs  so 
well  that  they  dispute  our  elders  and  our  oral  tradition? 

Long  before  the  beginning  of  time  as  we  know  it  now,  the  place  in 
controversy  and  the  area  surrounding  it  were  sacred  to  us.  They  still  are 
sacred . 

Our  time  on  Earth  began  when  our  spirits  alighted  from  the  seven  stars 
of  the  constellation  Orion,  and  we  became  the  Seven  Council  Fires  that 
make  up  the  Dakota,  Lakota  and  Nakota  nation.  It  was  there  at  the 
conjunction  of  the  Mississippi  and  Minnesota  rivers  that  our  time  as 
Dakota  people  began  and  nearly  ended.  It  is  from  that  center  that  we 
spread  out  to  be  where  we  are  now.  Coldwater  Springs  and  the  military 
reserve  bases  that  occupy  the  nearby  area  are  the  dwelling  place  of  Wakan 
Tanka,  the  Great  Mystery.  The  god  of  water  dwells  in  the  sacred  spring  and 
travels  throughout  the  great  rivers. 

On  the  bluffs  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  we  sought  visions  and  our  dead 
started  their  journeys  back  to  the  stars.  On  nearby  Pike  Island,  we  Dakota 
almost  met  our  extinction  at  the  hands  of  people  who  wanted  our  land.  It 
was  on  this  island  between  the  Minnesota  and  Mississippi  rivers  that  we 
Dakota  were  imprisoned  in  stockades,  starving,  becoming  ill  and  dying. 

Pike  Island  was  the  beginning  of  our  holocaust  and  our  exile  from 
Minnesota . 

So  whose  criteria  did  Louis  Berger  and  Associates  use  to  declare  that  no 
sacred  sites  exist  there?  Don't  they  see  the  light  of  the  stars  as  our 
spirits  arrive  in  the  sky?  Can't  they  hear  the  sound  of  the  prayers  as  the 
vision  seekers  cry  for  a vision?  Can't  they  hear  the  cries  of  pain,  hunger 
and  death  as  we  died  in  the  stockades  on  Pike  Island? 

To  us  and  by  our  criteria,  this  place  is  a sacred  site.  To  desecrate  it 


would  be  blasphemy  and  a transgression  against  the  Creator.  What  power  in 
the  hands  of  Louis  Berger  and  Associates.  They  must  be  demigods  at  least 
or  even  full-blown  gods. 

--  The  Rev.  Gary  Cavender,  Shunghi  (Red  Fox),  Prior 
Lake.  Bdewakanton  Wahpeton  Dakota. 

Star  Tribune  - Sunday,  May  9,  1999 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 

— "RE:  Minnesota  Wolf  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  19  May  1999  08:42:42  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Minnesota  Wolf  Update 

Dear  Wolf  Friends: 

Much  thanks  for  all  your  e-mails  to  legislators  and  support  for  the 
Minnesota  Wolf. 

The  1999-2000  MN  legislature  adjourned  late  Monday  night  for  this  year. 
The  Wolf  Bill  was  tabled  and  is  and  will  be  held  over  until  next 
legislative  session  in  January  2000.  That  is  great  as  it  will  give  us 
more  time. 

Update  from  Linda  Flatfield  on  the  Wolf  Bill: 

The  bill  was  called  the  Roundtable  Bill.  But  it  wasn't,  for  it  lack  18 
recommendations  of  the  RT  plan.  The  original  introduced  bill  failed  in 
recognizing  the  importance  of  wolf  habitat,  the  importance  of  BMPs,  good 
farm  animal  husbandry,  it  also  didn't  address  the  importance  for  humane 
solutions  to  resolve  wolf  depredation,  it  failed  to  see  the  importance 
of  enforcement  and  the  funding  for  such  programs  were  also  not  included 
in  the  bill.  Over  all  the  original  bill  failed  to  address  a good  sound 
management  plan  for  the  wolf. 

The  main  intent  of  this  bill  was  to  aid  the  feds  in  their  delisting 
process.  This  became  very  apparent  in  early  April.  The  bill  went  thru 
radical  changes  in  the  House;  old  archaic  and  hateful  attitudes  toward 
the  wolf  really  came  thru  in  the  House's  bill.  They  amended  the  bill 
to  allow  hunting  and  trapping  and 

to  make  it  very  easy  for  farmers  to  kill  wolves.  Sen.  Laidig  and  Sen. 
Krentz  tried  their  best  to  keep  the  bill  in  its  original  form 

Last  Friday,  the  Senate  took  up  the  wolf  bill.  An  amendment  was  adopted 
that  brought  the  Senate's  version  closer  to  what  the  House  passed.  Sen. 
Krentz  then  tabled  the  bill.  The  bill  is  not  dead  and  it  can  be  brought 
up  again  next  year. 

Because  both  bills  are  so  bad,  and  if  these  bad  bills  do  pass  next 
year,  they  will  help  keep  the  wolf  listed.  Keeping  the  wolf  listed 
under  the  ESA  is  the  best  thing  for  the  wolf  at  this  time. 

If  your  organization  is  interested  in  joining  our  Gray  Wolf  Coalition 
against  delisting  please  go  to  our  web  site  at: 

http://www.nnic.com/mnwolves/  and  click  on  the  Gray  Wolf  Coalition  box 
on  the  front  page.  Please  e-mail  me  at  jbraveheart@sprynet . com 
Howls 

lean  Brave  Heart 
Director 

Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance 
http://www.nnic.com/mnwolves/ 
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Cherokee  vote  ready 

By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
5/22/99 

It  should  be  "the  smoothest  and  most  efficient"  election  ever  held  by 
the  tribe,  one  official  says. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  will  be  using  electronic  voting 
machines  for  the  first  time  in  Saturday's  elections,  and  hopes  are  high 
that  everything  will  go  smoothly. 

"We  have  prepared  for  over  a year.  You  never  know  if  it  is  going  to  be 
absolutely  perfect,  but  we  are  comfortable  with  the  training  and  the 
election  process  as  a whole,"  said  3ohn  Adair,  election  commission 
chairman . 

With  races  for  chief,  deputy  chief  and  15  council  seats  on  the  ballot, 
Adair  said  he  expects  to  see  "the  smoothest  and  most  efficient,  honest 
and  accurate  election  ever  held  in  the  Cherokee  Nation." 

Adair  said  he  also  is  pleased  that  the  Carter  Center  in  Atlanta  has  sent 
a 10-  member  team  to  observe  the  election  and  make  recommendations  for 
future  voting.  "They  brought  a very  profession  al  team,"  he  said. 

Runoff  elections  will  be  held  in  late  Duly,  if  necessary,  with  the  new 
officeholders  taking  oaths  of  office  in  mid-August. 

The  tribe  has  a five-member  election  commission  with  two  selected  by  the 
tribal  council  and  two  by  the  chief.  The  four  of  them  name  a fifth 
member  as  the  chairman. 

There  are  33  precincts  in  the  tribe's  14-county  jurisdictional  area.  The 
precincts  will  be  open  from  7 a.m.  until  7 p.m. 

With  26,000  registered  voters,  Adair  said  he  is  looking  for  a voter 
turnout  of  around  50  percent. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  Carter  Center  team  returns  for  the  runoff  elections 
if  they  are  required.  "We  certainly  want  them  to  come  back,"  he  said. 

Gordon  Streebcq,  associate  executive  director  of  peace  programs  for  the 
Carter  Center,  said  the  observation  team  is  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  as  a 
neutral  party. 

Before  the  election,  the  team  met  with  Cherokee  Nation  election 
officials,  several  candidates  and  people  who  expressed  fears  about  the 
election  process. 

The  Carter  Center  sent  the  team  to  Oklahoma  at  the  request  of  tribal 
election  officials,  candidates  and  elected  members  of  the  council, 

Streeb  said. 

Streeb  said  his  team  has  made  a study  of  the  electronic  voting  machine 
operation  and  believes  the  tribe  has  employed  an  expert  firm  to  conduct 
the  election. 

The  tribe  is  using  a consulting  company  from  New  Mexico  "which  has  a 
group  of  experienced  people  here  who  have  conducted  elections  for  tribes 
all  over  the  country,"  he  said. 

Absentee  ballots,  he  said,  also  will  be  counted  by  the  electronic 
machines . 

In  meeting  with  tribal  members,  including  former  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller, 
Streeb  said  his  team  is  getting  a sense  of  what  to  watch  for  in 
Saturday's  elections. 

After  the  election,  he  said,  the  Carter  Center  will  make  a report  on  how 
the  Cherokee  Nation  might  improve  the  process  in  the  future. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  an  unannounced  February  1987  raid  on 
Chief  Doe  Byrd's  headquarters  by  members  of  the  tribe's  marshal  service 
in  search  of  evidence  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Among  those  accompanying  the  observer  team  to  Oklahoma  is  Tulsan 
Katheryn  Desiree  Waidner,  who  is  doing  an  internship  with  the  Carter 
Center. 

Waidner,  a graduate  of  Tulsa's  Washington  High  School,  is  taking 
literary  journalism  and  international  cultural  studies  at  Hampshire 
College  at  Amhearst,  Mass. 


The  Canter  Center  previously  has  monitored  elections  in  15  foreign 
countries  and  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Candidates  for  chief  are: 

Byrd,  Virginia  Stroud,  lames  Garland  Eagle  and  Haskell  Murphy,  all  of 
Tahlequah;  Meredith  Frailey  of  Locust  Grove;  Pat  Rags  dale  of  Muskogee; 
Dwight  Birdwell  of  Stilwell;  Chad  Smith  of  Sapulpa;  and  Maxie  Thompson 
of  Rose. 

In  a late  development  Friday,  a special  tribal  prosecutor  recommended 
that  indirect  contempt-of-  court  charges  be  brought  against  Byrd  and 
others  in  his  administration. 

The  special  prosecutor,  Darrell  Moore  of  Pryor,  recommended  the  charges 
in  connection  with  the  tribe  setting  up  a district  court  system  at 
tribal  headquarters  instead  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse. 

The  tribe's  supreme  court,  the  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  had  issued 
orders  saying  that  the  judicial  branch  at  the  headquarters  was  illegal 
and  that  two  district  judges  appointed  by  the  Byrd  administration  had 
refused  to  move  their  offices  to  the  courthouse. 

The  special  prosecutor  was  named  by  Philip  Viles  lr.,  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  court. 

Moore  said  indirect  contempt-of-  court  charges  also  should  be  brought 
against  Deputy  Chief  lames  Garland  Eagle,  former  Chief  of  Staff  Gary 
Stopp  and  the  district  court  judges,  DeWayne  Littlejohn  and  Tina  Iordan. 
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Cop  accused  of  mocking  belief  5/16/99 

BY  WILL  HILLIARD 
The  Telegram 

An  aboriginal  RCMP  officer  appointed  to  improve  police  relations  with 
Labrador  natives  has  come  under  fire  for  inferring  that  a fellow  officer's 
sensitivity  to  native  culture  was  a sign  of  mental  illness. 

Former  Innu  leader  Simeon  Tshakapesh  said  Sgt.  Wade  Blake  mocked 
traditional  Innu  belief  when  he  told  his  superiors  three  years  ago  that 
Const.  Thomas  Tokarewicz  - then  stationed  at  Davis  Inlet  - was  developing 
symptoms  of  Stockholm  syndrome. 

The  condition  is  a delusional  disorder  in  which  a bond  or  unconscious 
identification  develops  between  a captive  and  his  captor,  as  in  the  Patty 
Hearst  case. 

Tokarewicz  was  arrested  under  the  Mental  Health  Act  in  Dune  1996  and  was 
forced  to  undergo  two  psychiatric  examinations  - both  of  which  he  passed. 
Blake  made  his  diagnosis  after  Tokarewicz  told  fellow  officers  about  a 
spiritual  event  Tshakapesh  - then  a band  constable  - had  experienced  one 
night  while  they  were  on  patrol  together. 

The  arrest  came  a month  after  Tokarewicz  complained  in  a 28-page  report 
to  his  superiors  of  the  ineffectiveness  of  RCMP  policing  of  the  troubled 
tiny  village  and  a need  to  help  the  Innu  police  themselves. 

Tshakapesh  said  it  was  no  coincidence,  and  he  questioned  the  integrity 
of  the  RCMP  officialdom  in  appointing  Blake. 

"I  see  Sgt.  Blake  being  appointed  to  work  with  our  people,  I have  to 
speak  out  to  stop  it,"  Tshakapesh  said. 

"They  got  rid  of  (Tokarewicz)  because  he  knew  things  were  wrong  in  our 
community  and  that  many  of  our  problems  are  due  to  bad  policing."  "He  was 
the  only  RCMP  I ever  seen  the  elders  present  with  a ceremonial  drum." 

Blake,  a Metis  of  Inuit  lineage,  who  was  stationed  in  Hopedale  at  the  time, 
is  currently  working  in  Conne  River.  He  is  scheduled  to  take  up  his  new 
duties  in  Goose  Bay  in  September. 

Blake's  assessment  of  Tokarewicz' s mental  health  was  the  basis  of  an 


application,  obtained  by  The  Telegram,  to  prohibit  him  from  carrying  a 
firearm  after  his  arrest. 

Tokarewicz  and  Tshakapesh  "were  sitting  on  a rock  in  Davis  Inlet  when 
they  heard  a noise  like  something  had  hit  the  water,"  Blake  wrote. 

"Tshakapesh  became  spooked  and  thought  it  was  a sign  of  'broken  bones.1 
The  pair  went  to  see  an  elder  and  the  sign  was  interpreted  as  a sign  of 
trouble."  Const.  Tokarewicz  was  convinced  of  the  authenticity  of  this 
interpretation.  "It  was  apparent  from  this  and  other  factors  that  Const. 
Tokarewicz  was  beginning  to  develop  symptoms  attributed  to  the  Stockholm 
syndrome . " 

Tshakapesh  admits  that  he  immediately  took  the  sudden  and  strange 
rattling  noise  they  heard  that  clear  Dune  night  to  be  an  omen. 
Traditionalists  believe  the  bones  fell  off  an  old  woman  who  defied  a ban 
to  sew,  and  that  when  the  rattling  of  her  bones  is  heard,  it  portents 
change,  often  tragedy.  But  he  said  Tokarewicz  was  adamant  the  noise  could 
be  explained  scientifically  even  after  he  agreed  to  go  along  with  him  to 
consult  an  elder. 

"The  elder  said  a drastic  change  was  to  come,"  Tshakapesh  said.  Fourteen 
hours  later,  Tokarewicz  was  in  custody  on  a charter  plane  bound  for  St. 

John 1 s . 

Blake  said  he  couldn't  comment  because  Tokarewicz  is  suing  the  RCMP.  In 
a civil  case,  Tokarewicz  alleges  the  arrest  violated  his  constitutional 
rights.  In  an  interview,  Tokarewicz,  now  posted  in  Glovertown,  said  his 
civil  suit  shouldn't  prevent  the  RCMP  from  publicly  addressing 
Tshakapesh' s concerns.  "All  I can  say  is  that  what  Simeon  Tshakapesh  has 
to  say  is  true,  he  speaks  from  the  heart  . . . and  I agree  with  him  that  the 
RCMP  must  make  a full  disclosure  on  these  culturally  sensitive  matters  to 
the  people  of  Davis  Inlet." 

After  Tokarewicz  passed  his  first  psychiatric  examination,  he  was 
subjected  to  another  assessment  under  the  RCMP  Act. 

The  commander  of  the  Labrador  subdivision  at  the  time  of  Tokarewicz 's 
arrest,  Insp.  John  Henderson,  is  now  heading  up  an  aboriginal  policing 
program  in  Manitoba. 

Insp.  Craig  MacLaughlan,  who  runs  aboriginal  policing  in  this  province, 
said  Blake's  credentials  were  impeccable  and  the  force  has  made  great 
strides  to  train  aboriginal  police  officers. 

There  are  23  aboriginal  RCMP  officers  stationed  in  the  province,  he  said. 
"We're  constantly  working  towards  that  and  Sgt.  Blake  ...  more  than 
adequately  qualified  for  the  position." 

Davis  Inlet  has  for  years  been  plagued  by  chronic  social  problems.  The 
troubles  of  the  tiny,  remote  community  was  first  brought  to  the  world's 
attention  in  1993  when  six  children  were  videotaped  huddled  in  a shack, 
high  on  gas  fumes  and  screaming  they  wanted  to  die. 

In  a report  presented  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  in 
1993,  the  Innu  of  Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu  called  for  the  creation  of  a 
tribal  police  force  to  take  over  from  the  RCMP,  and  healing  circles  to 
replace  a back-logged  and  ineffective  court  system. 

In  1996,  the  Davis  Inlet  band  council  signed  a memorandum  of 
understanding  with  the  RCMP  to  train  a tribal  police  force.  Tshakapesh 
said  that  hasn't  happened. 

There  are  six  RCMP  officers  and  two  band  constables  now  policing  the 
community  of  600. 

"Not  one  Innu  from  Labrador  has  ever  been  recruited  by  the  RCMP...  but 
that  is  not  what  we  asked  for  - we  need  own  their  own  tribal  police  force, 

" he  said.  "Me  and  Thomas  used  to  talk  about  all  the  thousands  of  dollars 
the  RCMP  spends  to  bring  in  extra  officers  when  something  bad  happens  in 
the  community,"  he  added,  "and  how  that  money  would  be  better  spent  to 
train  tribal  police." 
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On  May  25,  1999  Leonard  Peltier  submitted  a request  for  the  necessary  x-rays 
asked  for  by  Dr.  Keller  of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  Once  Dr.  Keller  receives  these 
x-rays,  he  will  then  be  able  to  determine  whether  Leonard's  condition 
warrants  further  examination  and  treatment.  Leonard's  jaw  continues  to  be 
frozen  open  13  millimeters  causing  him  great  discomfort  and  difficulty 
eating.  Dr.  Keller  is  a maxillafacial  specialist  and  is  willing  to  examine 
Leonard  on  "purely  humanitarian  grounds"  provided  that  after  reviewing 
current  x-rays  he  feels  he  is  still  the  right  doctor  to  do  so.  Please  write 
to  Warden  Booker,  basing  your  letters  on  the  following  sample.  This  will 
help  to  ensure  that  the  x-rays  are  taken  in  an  expeditious  manner.  One  more 
little  step  forward! 

LPDC  staff  collective 

USPL 

Warden  Booker 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Date 

Dear  Warden  Booker, 

I am  a concerned  citizen  and  supporter  of  inmate,  Leonard  Peltier, 
#89637-132.  I am  aware  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  suffering  from  a jaw  condition 
which  causes  him  great  discomfort  and  difficulty  in  eating.  I have  been 
made  aware  that  Mr.  Peltier  has  made  a request  for  current  radiographs  and 
C-T  scans  which  will  allow  Dr.  Keller  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  to  determine 
whether  his  condition  warrants  treatment  which  Dr.  Keller  would  be  willing 
to  give  Mr.  Peltier  upon  determining  he  is  the  right  doctor  to  do  so.  I 
understand  that  these  x-rays  can  be  obtained  in  close  vicinity  to  USPL  which 
will  cost  the  prison  and  tax  payers  such  as  myself,  very  little. 

I hope  that  these  x-rays  will  be  taken  in  an  expeditious  manner  so  that  Mr. 
Peltier's  suffering  can  be  alleviated.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

Sincerely, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
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FEATURES 

Sunday,  May  30,  1999 
The  Nelson  Mandela  of  America 

Imprisoned  native  leader  Leonard  Peltier  finally  allowed  to  meet  Sun 
columnist  in  Leavenworth  lockup 

By  PETER  WORTHINGTON  --  Toronto  Sun 
[INLINE]  Hard  Time  . . . Leonard  Peltier  stands  beside  a window  of 

Leavenworth  Penitentiary  in  Kansas 
Peter  Worthington  photo 

LEAVENWORTH,  Kansas  --  The  prisoner  who's  dubbed  the  North  American 
Nelson  Mandela  seemed  pleased  to  see  me. 

At  first  I had  been  refused  access  to  Leonard  Peltier,  the 
Ojibwa-Sioux  serving  two  life  sentences  in  the  maximum  security 
federal  prison  at  Leavenworth  for  the  death  of  two  FBI  agents  at  South 
Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reserve  in  1975. 

I had  visited  Peltier  twice  before,  in  1992  and  1995  when,  after 
looking  into  the  case  at  some  length,  felt  --  along  with  others  -- 
that  he  was  framed  by  the  FBI  and  the  "system"  that  wanted  someone, 
anyone,  punished  for  the  shooting  deaths  of  agents  Ron  Williams  and 
lack  Coler  in  the  range  war  of  those  turmoiled  times. 

Without  explanation,  Leavenworth's  warden,  D.W.  Booker,  changed  his 
mind  after  I wrote  a lengthy  article  equating  Peltier  with  Nelson 
Mandela.  I had  speculated  that  he  was  denied  visitors  because  his 
health  was  worsening  and  authorities  wouldn't  be  unhappy  if  he  died  in 
prison . 

The  Mandela  parallel  is  apt.  Mandela  was  27  years  in  South  African 
prisons  before  world  pressure  got  him  freed.  Peltier  is  into  his  24th 
year  in  prison  for  murders  that  the  FBI  and  prosecutors  now  admit  "we 
don't  know  who  fired  those  shots."  He  has  a form  of  lockjaw  that 
prevents  him  from  eating  properly.  His  jaw  is  atrophied  at  a half-inch 
opening.  He  is  denied  specialist  treatment. 

Like  Mandela,  Peltier's  sole  motivation  is  working  for  his  people, 
whom  he  sees  as  disadvantaged  (to  put  it  generously) . He  was  a member 
of  AIM  (the  American  Indian  Movement)  in  the  mid- '70s  which  the  FBI, 
somewhat  hysterically,  branded  "subversive,  extremist  with  a record  of 
violence"  and  likely  Communist. 

Last  week  I visited  Peltier,  first  getting  a guided  tour  of 
Leavenworth,  courtesy  of  the  prison's  executive  assistant.  Bob 
Bennett.  It  is  a remarkable  prison  of  some  1,800  inmates  and  600 
staff,  where  the  average  sentence  is  around  20  years  --  a city  within 
walls,  without  women,  where  the  pace  is  slow,  amenities  impressive, 
security  phenomenal. 

Peltier  has  aged  since  our  last  meeting,  but  seemed  robust.  As  usual, 
he  was  optimistic  about  efforts  being  made  on  his  behalf.  A week 
earlier  he'd  met  Danielle  Mitterrand,  widow  of  France's  former 
president,  who  urged  executive  clemency.  The  day  after  my  visit  he  was 
to  be  interviewed  by  CNN  (which  had  previously  been  denied  access). 

Soon  he's  scheduled  to  meet  delegates  from  the  European  Parliament, 
which  has  also  urged  his  release. 

Peltier  was  puzzled  and  upset  that  Canada's  Dustice  Minister  Anne 
McLellan  had  recently  responded  to  Reform  Party  questions  that  at  his 
extradition  hearings  in  1976  no  one  had  lied  and  "there  is  no  evidence 
of  any  fraud  in  the  extradition  process." 

In  fact,  fraud  illuminates  the  extradition.  A sworn  affidavit  by  one 
Myrtle  Poor  Bear  that  she  was  Peltier's  girlfriend  and  had  witnessed 
him  kill  the  wounded  FBI  agents  was  (according  to  Paul  Halprin,  the 
Canadian  lawyer  representing  the  U.S.  government  at  the  extradition 
hearings)  key  in  getting  him  extradited. 

It  subsequently  turned  out  that  Poor  Bear  was  mentally  incompetent, 
had  never  met  Peltier,  wasn't  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reserve  that  day.  Her 
affidavit  was  dictated  and  concocted  by  the  FBI.  She  had  done  three 


affidavits  --  the  first  saying  she  didn't  witness  anything.  Her  other 
two  were  a combination  of  perjury,  concocting  evidence,  fabrication 
and  criminal  impropriety. 

FALSE  AFFIDAVIT 

As  well  as  getting  Peltier  extradited,  the  fraudulent  affidavit  was 
also  a contemptuous  violation  of  the  extradition  treaty  and  deliberate 
ploy  to  corrupt  the  justice  system.  This  is  not  an  opinion,  it  is  fact 
acknowledged  by  the  courts  at  every  level  except,  it  seems,  the 
Canadian  government. 

"Why  would  your  justice  minister  say  such  a thing  that  everyone  knows 
is  untrue?"  Peltier  wonders.  I told  him,  as  I said  on  an  Edmonton 
radio  station,  that  McLellan  was  either  ignorant  of  the  case,  or  not 
telling  the  truth. 

McLellan 's  other  evidence,  as  well  as  the  phony  affidavit  (which  she 
insisted  wasn't  phony),  was  enough  to  get  Peltier  extradited  --  a view 
disputed  by  former  solicitor-general  Warren  Allmand  who  reviewed  the 
case  a couple  of  years  ago  for  then-justice  minister  Allan  Rock. 

Today,  Allmand  says  the  Poor  Bear  affidavit  was  virtually  the  only 
reason  Peltier  was  extradited. 

"If  it  wasn't  for  that  false  affidavit  I wouldn't  have  been 
extradited,"  says  Peltier.  "If  they'd  had  other  evidence,  they  (the 
FBI  and  prosecutors)  would  never  have  jeopardized  their  careers,  their 
reputations  by  creating  false  affidavits  the  way  they  did." 

Maybe,  but  they  got  away  with  it. 

Peltier  is  encouraged  that  the  conservative  Reform  Party  and  the 
socialist  NDP  in  Parliament  seem  aligned  in  wanting  Canada  to  protest 
the  fraudulent  extradition.  "My  case  should  cut  across  ideological 
lines,"  he  says.  "It's  not  an  issue  of  left  and  right,  but  one  of 
right  and  wrong. " 

Not  a day  goes  by  that  Peltier  doesn't  mentally  review  his  case  and 
the  range  war  at  Pine  Ridge  and  Wounded  Knee  in  the  mid- '70s,  when  the 
FBI,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  police,  the  GOONs  (Guardian  of 
Oglala  Nation),  SWAT  teams,  vigilantes  and  National  Guard  were  poised. 

Uranium  deposits  on  Indian  land  were  sought  by  government.  AIM  and 
traditional  Indians  felt  another  treaty  was  about  to  be  violated  in 
the  name  of  expediency.  In  that  time-frame,  60  Indians  were  murdered 
--  47  of  them  AIM  supporters.  The  wounded  exceeded  300.  Not  one  Indian 
death  was  investigated.  "It  was  war,"  recalls  Peltier. 

Initially,  the  FBI  put  Indians  Bob  Robideau  and  Dino  Butler  on  trial 
for  shooting  the  two  FBI  agents  who  had  entered  the  lumping  Bull 
compound  on  Dune  26,  1975,  ostensibly  to  arrest  one  Dimmy  Eagle  for 
allegedly  stealing  a pair  of  cowboy  boots.  It  came  out  at  the  trial 
that  some  50  FBI  agents  and  police  were  poised  to  attack  the  compound. 
The  jury  acquitted  the  pair,  ruling  self-defence. 

Peltier  still  has  difficulty  understanding  how  he  could  have  been 
found  guilty  of  first-degree  murder,  and  then  have  the  FBI  and 
prosecutors  admit  they  didn't  know  who  pulled  the  trigger  and  say  that 
Peltier  was  guilty  not  of  murder,  but  of  aiding  and  abetting. 

This  distinction  also  confused  appeal  judges  Donald  Ross  and  Gerald 
Heaney,  who  said  if  Peltier  had  been  tried  for  aiding  and  abetting, 
the  verdict  might  have  been  difficult. 

[INLINE]  Prison  Art  ...  The  artwork  of  Leonard  Peltier  includes  the 
dramatic  "Trail  of  Tears"  depicting  Indians  being  driven  from  their 

land . 

IMPROPER  TACTICS 

Dudge  Heaney  reluctantly  rejected  the  appeal  because  he  said  while  it 
was  "possible"  the  jury  would  have  reached  a different  verdict  had 
evidence  not  been  withheld,  he  wasn't  sure  the  jury  would  "probably" 
have  acquitted  Peltier.  He  lambasted  the  FBI. 

Dudge  Heaney  later  wrote  Senator  Dan  Inouye  of  Hawaii  a letter  which 
he  asked  be  delivered  to  the  president.  He  said  that  the  government 
had  "over-reacted  at  Wounded  Knee;"  that  it  "must  share 
responsibility"  for  the  violence;  that  "more  than  one  person  was 


involved  in  the  shooting  of  the  FBI  agents;"  that  the  "FBI  used 
improper  tactics  in  securing  Peltier's  extradition;"  and  that  the 
president  should  invoke  clemency  to  let  "a  healing  process"  begin. 

An  astonishing  letter  from  an  appeal  court  judge.  To  no  avail. 

While  Peltier  looks  robust,  his  long  hair  and  moustache  show  traces 
of  white.  At  age  55,  he  has  no  self-pity,  his  sense  of  humour  is 
unaffected,  but  he's  in  obvious  discomfort,  if  not  outright  pain.  Two 
operations  on  his  atrophied  jaw  were  botched,  the  second  one  in  1996 
putting  him  in  a coma  for  14  hours  and  necessitating  a total  blood 
transfusion.  He's  understandably  wary  of  prison  surgeons. 

Dr.  E.E.  Keller  of  the  Mayo  Clinic,  a specialist  in  this  form  of  jaw 
ailment,  has  seen  Peltier's  files  and  thinks  he  can  correct  it.  But 
the  prison  says  no  --  it's  their  surgeons  or  no  one.  The  warden  issued 
a statement  that  the  Medical  Centre  for  Federal  Prisoners  at 
Springfield,  Missouri,  has  confirmed  Peltier  suffers  from  ankylosis 
(fusing  of  the  jawbone  joints)  which  "prohibits  him  from  properly 
opening  or  closing  his  mouth." 

Although  Peltier  refuses  further  treatment  at  Springfield,  the  prison 
feels  his  "condition  is  stable  and  does  not  warrant  prolonged, 
intensive  treatment."  Peltier  eats  by  shoving  food  through  a missing 
front  tooth  and  mashing  it  against  his  teeth  with  his  tongue.  Wires 
from  the  bungled  jaw  operation  jut  into  his  mouth,  causing  acute  pain. 

"As  I'm  over  50,  I get  medical  checks  every  six  months,  and  I always 
complain  about  my  jaw  and  headaches  and  pain  on  the  right  side  of  my 
face  reaching  the  eye,"  he  says.  "But  medical  staff  say  there's  a 
standing  order  they  can't  discuss  my  jaw  or  the  pain. 

"I  have  the  beginning  of  an  abscessed  tooth  at  the  back,  which  can't 
be  treated  ...  I'd  like  the  Mayo  Clinic  to  look  at  it." 

"Why  won't  they  send  you  there?"  I wonder. 

"The  prison  says  inmates  can't  dictate  treatment.  Also,  they  think  I 
might  escape."  (Which  he  once  did  in  1979.) 

"Would  you  escape?" 

"Never.  It  would  be  a betrayal  of  my  supporters." 

I suggest  that  his  enemies  would  relish  him  escaping  because  it  would 
undermine  his  campaign  for  amnesty,  which  is  gaining  momentum.  Peltier 
agrees:  "I  just  want  my  jaw  treated,  to  be  able  to  open  and  close  my 
mouth,  to  eat  properly,  to  ease  the  pain,  to  be  normal." 

Peltier  doesn't  have  the  prison  shuffle  or  lethargy  one  often  sees  in 
inmates  with  no  future.  He  is  fatalistic,  but  not  resigned.  He's 
become  a leader,  a symbol  for  Indians  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

MOVIE  RIGHTS 

These  days  he's  excited  because  two  movies  are  in  the  works.  One  by 
Steven  Segal  about  his  life,  the  other  by  an  Indian  movie  company 
called  Smoke  Signals,  involving  Whoopi  Goldberg,  Winona  Ryder  and  Matt 
Damon . 

He  says:  "I'm  especially  interested  in  the  Indian  production  -- 
they've  got  the  rights  to  Peter  Mathiessen's  book.  In  the  Spirit  of 
Crazy  Horse.  Whoopi  seems  really  keen." 

I suggest  that  Graham  Greene  would  be  a natural  to  play  him.  Peltier 
seems  to  think  he  resembles  Segal.  I joke  that  perhaps  he'd  like 
Sylvester  Stallone  or  Arnold  Schwarzenegger . He  laughs. 

In  Robert  Redford ' s documentary.  Incident  at  Oglala,  there's  an 
interview  with  a masked  man  identified  only  as  "Mr.  X,"  who  claims  he 
did  the  shooting.  What  about  that? 

"I  don't  know  for  a fact  who  did  the  shooting,  but  I think  I know," 
says  Peltier.  "But  I can't  say  anything.  Who'd  believe  me?  Besides,  we 
have  a tradition  that  you  don't  turn  against  your  own.  This  wasn't  a 
domestic  dispute  in  1975,  it  was  a war.  A soldier  who's  captured  and 
turns  against  his  own  is  ostracized.  I want  out  of  prison  bad,  I want 
to  see  my  grandkids,  I want  to  live  what  life  I have  left  in  freedom, 
but  I can't  point  a finger  at  someone  else. 

"What's  happened  to  me  is  what's  been  happening  to  Indians  one  way  or 
another  since  the  beginning.  I didn't  create  the  political  climate  of 
the  1970s  but  I lived  it,  like  all  Indians." 


As  for  the  immediate  future,  Peltier  is  encouraged  that  Amnesty 
International  no  longer  merely  urges  his  case  be  reviewed  for  a new 
trial,  but  urges  immediate  and  unconditional  release  --  something  he 
says  the  Methodist  Church  in  America  now  advocates. 

He  thinks  support  is  growing.  Many  early  supporters  who  grew  weary 
and  frustrated  over  the  years  and  left,  have  returned  to  the  cause. 

The  Congress  of  American  Indians  and  Canada's  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  representing  virtually  every  North  American  Indian,  plan 
joint  action  on  his  behalf. 

"It  would  be  useful  if  500  or  1,000  tepees  would  arrive  in  Washington 
as  a show  of  solidarity.  It'd  be  theatre,  but  Indians  are  good  at 
theatre.  Tepees  and  a couple  of  hundred  horses  and  Indians  in 
traditional  dress  would  have  an  effect.  I know  a hundred  right  now  who 
would  go,  but  who'd  pay  for  it?" 

Who  indeed?  Peltier  facetiously  suggests  Microsoft's  Bill  Gates, 
supposedly  the  richest  man  in  the  world,  might  sponsor  such  a rally 
since  he's  feuding  with  the  government. 

Peltier  is  pretty  active,  despite  his  jaw  and  frustrations  of  getting 
justice.  His  paintings  are  sold  or  turned  into  prints  which  raise 
money  for  his  defence.  Extra  money  goes  into  a scholarship  fund.  For 
years  he's  tried  to  figure  a way  to  paint  the  legendary  Crazy  Horse, 
with  whom  he  identifies  and  is  increasingly  compared. 

Any  day  now  Peltier's  autobiography  comes  out  --  Prison  Writings:  My 
Life  Is  My  Sundance,  edited  by  former  National  Geographic  writer  and 
specialist  on  Indian  culture,  Harvey  Arden,  and  published  by  St. 
Martin's  Press. 

In  the  meantime,  like  Nelson  Mandela  before  him,  he  waits  patiently 
and  plans  how  to  work  for  his  people  when  he's  released,  something  he 
is  convinced  is  inevitable  and  predestined. 

Leavenworth  prison  authorities,  on  the  other  hand,  note  caustically 
that  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  a free  man 
only  when  his  sentence  ends  in  2040,  when  he  turns  97. 

"RE : Leonard's  Book"  

Date:  Sun,  30  May  1999  11:59:53  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 
Sub j : Leonard's  Book 


Gary- - 

Hope  you  can  help  get  out  this  message... 

[Editorial  Note:  Any  who  read  my  last  editorial  know  I _strongly_ 
recommend  this  book....  gary] 

TO  ALL  PELTIER  SUPPORTERS  EVERYWHERE- - 

Leonard's  BOOK  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  is  out,  published 
THIS  WEEK  by  St.  Martin's  Press. 

Ask  ALL  local  bookstores  to  carry  stacks  of  it! 

Looks  like  major  press  may  stonewall  it--though  hopefully  not  (we'll  know  by 
next  week--so  far  no  reviews)  Call  your  local  newspaper  book  reviews  editor 
and  ask  them  to  review  it! 

Leonard's  powerful  memoir--a  Native  American  spiritual  testament--  will 
shake  the  conscience  of  the  nation... and  the  world.  It's  a flaming  arrow 
aimed  at  the  circled  wagons  of  American  injustice. 

Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  calls  it: 

"A  deeply  moving  and  very  disturbing  story  of  a gross  miscarriage  of 
justice  and  an  eloquent  cri  de  coeur  of  Native  Americans  for  redress  and  to 
be  regarded  as  human  beings  with  inalienable  rights  guaranteed  under  the 
United  States  Constitution  as  any  other  citizens.  We  pray  that  it  does  not 
fall  on  deaf  ears.  America  owes  it  to  herself." 


-Desmond  Tutu 


See  more  info  on 
<A 

HREF=" http: //www. amazon . com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312203543/qid=923006459/ 
002-6835471-3861455">Amazon.com:  A Glance:  Prison  Writings  : My  Li...</A> 
and 
<A 

HRE F=" http : //shopbn .web. aol . com/boo ksearch/isbn Inquiry. asp ? user id = 
3VZ411RTDK&mscssid=7Q7AUAKCTNSH2NPF00LHRK945TB:3AF3&sourceid=ABF&pcount= 
0&isbn=0312203543">barnesandnoble . com  - Book  Search 

</A>  and  <A  HREF="http://www.wisdomkeepers.com/">Wisdomkeepers.com</A> 

Get  the  message  out  to  other  groups  and  forums  and  BBS's  etc. 

Don't  let  them  silence  Leonard! 

PLEASE  BROADCAST  THIS  MESSAGE  EVERYWHERE!!! 

Thanks  for  your  help! 

In  the  spirit, 

/Harvey  Arden 

Editor,  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  by  LEONARD  PELTIER 
3TRoad@aol . com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  23  May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Smith,  Christopher  P. 
#215-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/24/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  Michael  Scott 

#170-098 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/19/63 
Ancestry:  Mescalero/Apache 

Stevens,  Anthony 
#276-306 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/6/67 
Ancestry:  Sioux 

Smith,  Leslie  Allen 
#13598  ACH-333 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 


Stevens,  Tracy  Scott 
#315-672  WTFN  7-E-7 
1453  15th.  St. 
Pineville,  LA  71360 
Date  of  Birth:  8/14/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Sullivan,  Rodney  Lee 
#BX7016  C/B#3 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/67 

Smith,  Markham  Lee 
#213-336  - 5 Dorm 

PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  7/31/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Smith,  Hr.,  Harold  Leon 
# A247-081 
PO  Box  7010  - 2A 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 


Date  of  Birth:  9/15/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  0.  Keith 
#254-706 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  9/6/41 
Ancestry:  Cheyenne 


Date  of  Birth:  10/26/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Shawnee 

Stevenson,  Danny  Doe 

#180-053 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/45 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


"RE : why  Go  On  Living"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  06:55:17  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : What  do  you  want,  why  go  on  living.... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

What  do  you  want,  what  do  you  want  the  message  said.  I thought  who 
would  send  this  and  why  to  me.  The  question  wasn't  clear  and  after  a 
day  there  it  was  there  again.  "What  do  you  want?  I want  to  know  how  to 
go  on  living? 

What  do  you  want,  I don't  want  anything,  but  for  you  to  have  an  answer 
to  your  question.  This  is  a burden,  to  have  someone  look  at  you  and  say 
why  go  on  living?  This  has  been  there  waiting  for  me  and  I look  at  it 
from  time  to  time  and  what  do  you  say  to  someone  who  is  looking  for 
answers,  simple  in  their  request.  What  is  the  meaning  of  life,  and  what 
is  a good  reason  to  live  on  to  the  next  day. . . . 

The  sun  set  today  and  the  day  was  cloudy  and  I could  not  see  it,  the 
sky  was  gray  and  it  looks  like  snow...  it  is  cold  outside  and  the  now 
it  is  dark  and  the  night  has  come  to  me  and  in  it  is  the  place  of 
dreams  .... 

I will  tell  you  what  I am  thinking,  I want  to  sleep  good  tonight  to 
rest,  to  dream  and  to  find  a good  dream  that  will  answer  these 
questions.  It  is  a hard  world  we  live  in  at  times  but  it  is  also  a good 
one  too.  I spent  the  day  with  my  family  and  we  did  a little  reading.  My 
daughter  was  sprawled  out  on  the  family  room  floor  using  my  wife  as 
pillow,  they  were  both  reading,  my  daughter  a book  Pride  and  Prejudice 
by  lane  Austin,  my  wife  a book  on  something  about  children.  My  youngest 
son  was  on  the  couch  laying  there  half  on  and  half  off,  reading  a book 
about  some  band.  I looked  at  the  cover  and  it  was  not  something  I would 
read  but  he  is  reading  it. 

I find  myself  reading  Civil  Action,  part  of  the  time  and  another  book 
I bought  about  Indian  songs.  I found  an  old  love  song,  Sioux  I was  taught 
by  a friend  called  Imputa  Nawa  Che....  I sounded  out  the  words  and  my 
daughter  said,  look  Dad  is  going  nuts....  I told  them  it  was  a song  I 
remembered,  and  tried  to  sing  it  for  them  but  they  said,  "give  it  up 
Dad" . 

I thought  about  the  e-mail  and  the  meaning  of  life  and  I thought  what 
is  it  to  have  a reason  to  live  and  found  I had  no  answer  I could  put  in 
a paragraph  or  two.  Where  do  you  find  such  things,  in  a book,  a story, 
a letter  or  from  someone  you  know.  I thought  on  this  and  many  things 


crossed  my  mind. 

I like  the  taste  of  hot  bread  out  of  the  oven  with  butter....  a treat 
of  a homemade  snow  cone  made  with  fresh  snow  fallen  outside  in  a cup 
with  kool  aid  mix  for  flavor....  to  go  to  a mountain  top  and  pick  up  a 
rock  and  throw  it....  to  ride  a bike  on  a summer  day....  to  get  a 

letter  from  someone  who  says  you  are  okay  just  the  way  you  are to 

live,  to  breathe,  to  walk  and  get  a cold  glass  of  water  and  drink 

it how  do  you  go  about  living,  do  you  set  out  each  day  with  a goal 

or  take  a little  at  a time... 

What  do  you  live  for?  I am  not  an  expert  in  these  matters  and  feel  the 
weight  of  the  question  put  to  me.  I am  an  average  joe  like  you  and  go 
with  the  flow.  Sometimes  it  goes  my  way  and  sometimes  it  doesn't.  When 
it  doesn't  what  do  you  do,  except  to  put  hope  in  a better  tomorrow  and 
say  I can  get  through  this  day,  it  will  pass.  Sometimes  you  can't  win 
no  matter  how  hard  you  try  and  everything  seems  hopeless.  It  is  during 
this  time  I realize  I can't  do  it  all  and  maybe  it  is  time  to  call  on  a 
higher  power.  Let  me  be  the  one  to  find  hope,  to  find  rest  and  give  me 
the  strength.  I want  to  lay  in  the  grass  and  look  at  the  blue  summer 
sky,  to  run  in  the  fields  and  to  feel  the  taste  of  cool  water.  I want 
to  hear  a good  word,  for  someone  to  say,  it  is  o.k.,  we  can't  do 
everything,  sometimes  we  try  our  best  and  it  all  goes  wrong,  but  you 
are  still  a good  person  and  that  is  what  counts.  I though  do  you  at 
this  time,  go  into  yourself,  into  the  part  of  your  heart  where  there  is 
love,  and  joy  and  ask  for  handful,  that  love  was  put  there  for  you  by 
your  ancestors  and  your  children. 

My  friend  there  is  hope  and  this  hope  is  in  your  breath,  in  your  limbs 
and  in  your  heart,  reach  in  and  drink  from  it.  I have  a voice  and 
choice  and  that  is  to  go  out  and  reach  up  to  the  sky  and  say  Father 
give  me  strength,  let  me  rest  a while  and  renew  me,  let  me  feel  the 
earth,  touch  the  leaves  and  look  out  and  see  what  is  around  me,  yes  it 

is  hard  but  I am  alive  and  can  choose  to  rest,  to  eat,  to  go  on  and  on. 

Take  a break,  rest  and  find  the  time  to  say,  I have  to  get  up  and  go 
on... take  the  step  and  reach  out,  we  all  need  a hand  once  in  a while 
and  so  take  mine  and  know  I would  give  you  life,  hope  tell  you,  you  are 
important,  you  count  and  are  a person  with  a place  under  the  sun.... 
take  my  hand  it  is  there  for  you  and  walk  with  me  while  in  the  land  of 

dreams I guess  this  is  what  I would  say... 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  00:05:13  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  107 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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CLOVERS. 

The  clovers,  have  no  time  to  play. 

They  feed  the  cows  and  make  the  hay. 

And  trim  the  lawns,  and  help  the  bees. 
Until  the  sun  sinks  through  the  trees. 


And  then  they  lay  aside  their  cares 

And  fold  their  hands  to  say  their  prayers. 

And  thro  their  tired  little  heads. 

And  go  to  sleep  in  clover  beds. 

Then  when  the  day  dawns  clear  and  blue 
They  wake  and  wash  their  hands  in  dew; 

And  as  the  sun  climbs  up  the  sky 
They  get  them  up  and  let  them  dry; 

And  then  to  work  the  whole  long  day; 

For  clovers  have  to  time  to  play. 

-[The  Outlook. 


SOME  FILIPINOS  ON  THE  TRAIN. 


Major  Pratt  recently  met  some  Filipinos  on  the  train,  and  had  a talk 
with  them.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Manila,  having  been  to  Washington 
on  business,  by  permission  of  General  Otis.  They  impressed  the  Major  as 
bright,  shrewd  business  men,  knowing  well  what  they  were  talking  about; 
and  their  opinions  were  especially  valued  by  him.  He  asked  them  many 
quesitons  and  learned  many  things  about  the  inhabitants  of  our  newly 
acquired  territory  and  he  gave  out  some  of  the  information  thus  gained, 
in  a talk  before  the  student  body. 

The  Filipinos  are  divided  up  into  a thousand  tribes  each  speaking  a 
different  tongue. 

Most  of  these  people  are  ignorant  and  somewhat  savage. 

These  Filipino  gentlemen  said  that  Aguinaldo  was  a thief  and  a robber, 
and  that  when  their  people  learned  how  very  kind  the  Americans  are  they 
will  all  want  to  become  Americans. 

They  expressed  gratitude  because  their  people  now  belonged  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Major's  talk  was  full  of  useful  comparison  and  impressive  lessons 
concerning  the  duty  of  one  nation  forcing  upon  a less  civilized  people 
the  principles  of  right  living. 

It  is  not  freedom  for  a people  to  let  them  alone  when  they  have  no 
education.  We  are  our  borther's  keeper,  and  as  we  grow  as  nation  we 
become  our  brother's  keeper  as  far  as  we  can  reach,  and  the  Major 
believes  that  as  a nation  it  is  our  duty,  it  is  our  right,  to  force  a 
people  into  accepting  the  things  that  are  right.  The  human  family  is 
one . 


SOME  OF  OUR  SOUTH  WEST  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 


Mrs.  Dulia  Bent  Prentiss,  '90,  has  long  been  silent,  but  this  week  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  stole  a peep  into  a very  breezy  letter  which  gives 
news  of  others  from  Carlisle. 

Dulia' s husband.  Noble  Prentiss,  is  Agency  butcher,  Dulia  is  well  now 
but  gets  the  fever,  prevalent  in  that  country  every  summer.  The  schools 
there  now  are  having  the  measles.  Her  little  daughter  Lavinia  whom  she 
named  after  her  "beloved  Carlisle  teacher.  Miss  Lavinia  Bender"  died 
nearly  two  years  ago.  Every  one  said  she  was  a lovely  child.  She  still 
has  two  children. 

Kish  Hawkins  '89,  named  his  little  girl  Emma,  after  Miss  Cutter. 

A little  baby  has  come  to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Block.  Mrs.  Block 
was  Mabel  Buck,  class  '97. 

Veronica  Holiday,  '90,  married  a young  man  from  the  fort,  and  Ida 
Warren  '94,  married  a gentleman  from  El  Reno.  She  is  teaching  at  the 
Pawnee  Agency.  Nellie  Morrison  is  assistant  matron  at  the  Cheyenne 
School;  also  Sadie  Alfrey. 


MONUMENT. 


There  is  a movement  at  Pawnee  to  erect  a monument  over  the  grave  of 
William  Pollock,  the  Rough  Rider.  -[Cloud  Chief. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price--  10  cents  per  year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Gertrude  Renfro  is  seamstress  in  the  Great  Nemaha  School,  Kansas,  and 
likes  her  position  very  much.  She  has  recently  seen  Cynthia  Webster, 

'96,  who  is  at  the  Pottawotamie  School.  She  is  well  and  likes  her 
place,  too. 

E.B.  Atkinson,  who  was  removed  as  superintendent  of  the  Seneca  School 
at  Quapaw  Agency,  has  been  reinstated  in  the  Indian  service  and  is  now 
clerk  at  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Agency  in  Nebraska  at  a higher  salary. 

Daisy  Esay  is  assistant  seamstress  at  the  Omaha  Agency,  and  Alice 
Parker,  class  '96,  is  there  as  matron.  Daisy  says  they  have  good  old 
Carlisle  talks  sometimes  together,  and  must  have  the  HELPER  to  keep  up 
with  what  is  going  on  at  the  school. 

Peter  Dillon,  of  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  says  by  letter  that  the  friends  of 
the  late  Thomas  Marshall  desire  to  have  a card  of  thanks  inserted  in  the 
HELPER,  experessing  their  gratitude  for  the  tender  and  loving  care  given 
him  by  the  school  during  his  illness. 

It  would  be  well  for  our  students  all  to  get  Paragraph  6 of  the  Outing 
Rules  and  read  it  over  carefully.  Major  Pratt  has  called  special 
attention  of  students  to  this  paragraph,  quite  recently,  strict 
obedience  to  which  is  required  and  compliance  must  be  enforced  by 
patrons  having  pupils  in  charge. 

Miss  Jeannette  Buckles,  '99,  left  on  Wednesday  evening  for  the 
Puyallup  school,  not  far  from  Tacomah,  Washington,  where  she  will  act  as 
assistant  matron.  Miss  Jeannette  Buckles  has  been  attending  Metzger 
College  since  she  graduated,  and  is  a promising  musical  student.  We 
trust  she  will  succeed  in  her  care  of  the  smaller  pupils  and  be  helpful 
all  around.  Miss  Nettie  has  many  friends  at  Carlisle  who  will  miss  her 
greatly,  but  are  proud  that  she  is  able  to  go  out  into  the  larger  field 
of  usefulness  and  responsibility.  In  that  there  is  womanly  growth. 

The  Sunday  School  Times  says:  "It  is  not  what  you  know,  but  what  the 
other  needs  to  know,  and  how  can  you  help  him  to  know  it,  that  is  your 
most  important  work  as  a teacher.  Do  not  forget  this." 

Asher  Parker,  ex-student,  has  had  quite  a roving  time  since  he  left 
Carlisle  rather  unceremoniously.  His  sister  Mattie  says  that  he  is  a 
sailor  and  that  he  has  been  across  the  ocean  two  or  three  times.  He  was 
at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  the  last  she  heard,  and  had  some  intention  of 
going  to  China  soon. 

Have  you  good  eyes  and  good  ears,  and  do  you  get  discouraged?  Helen 
Keller  is  blind  and  can  hear  not,  yet  she  does  not  get  discouraged.  She 
makes  the  best  use  of  what  she  can  FEEL  and  is  getting  a higher 


education  than  some  who  have  every  faculty.  "I  am  discouraged"  is  a 
poor  weak  sentence,  and  should  be  driven  out  of  the  mind  of  any  one  who 
thinks  it. 

Kendall  Paul  who  is  at  the  University  of  Philadelphia  taking  a course 
in  short  hand,  advises  the  boys  to  stick  to  it  here.  They  will  nver 
realize  how  much  the  little  study  they  get  here  helps  them  till  they  go 
out  to  try  to  become  professional  stenographers . He  says  the  reporters 
at  the  Quay  trial  earned  ten  cents  a hundred  words,  but  they  had  to  be 
professional  to  do  the  work. 

The  band  will  render  the  following  pieces  on  the  band  stand,  Saturday 
evening.  May  13:  1.  Overture,  "Amazon"  --Kiesler;  2.  "War  Songs  of  the 
Boys  in  Blue"  --Laurendeau;  3.  Wedding  March  from  Midsummer  Nights' 
Dream  --Mendelssohn;  4.  Capriccioso,  "May  I?"  --Puerner;  5.  Waltz, 
"Queen  of  the  Isle"  --Dalbey;  6.  Paraphrase,  "Jerusalem  the  Golden" 
--Ripley;  7.  "Gems  of  Stephen  Foster"  --Tobani;  8.  Hail  Columbia 
--Fyles. 

Sarah  Flynn,  '98,  and  Mary  Miller  Dodge,  '97,  sent  flowers  all  the  way 
from  Montana,  to  Misses  Nana  Pratt,  Cutter,  Luckenbach,  and  Burgess. 

They  are  still  fresh  and  beautiful,  and  are  said  to  be  the  first  flowers 
that  come  in  Montana  as  soon  as  the  snow  goes  off.  The  recipients  are 
very  much  pleased  to  be  thus  remembered.  Miss  Robertson,  with  others, 
got  a peep  at  the  delicate  posies,  and  she  was  overjoyed  because  they 
came  from  the  prairie,  she  exclaimed.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss 
Robertson,  class  '90,  who  is  now  the  able  teacher  of  department  No.  7 in 
the  school  building,  sprang  herself  from  the  prairie,  and  she  met  the 
little  flower  as  sister  meets  sister. 

As  reported  last  week,  the  epidemic  is  over  and  the  quarantine 
removed,  with  the  loss  to  the  school  of  Thomas  Marshall.  There  were 
fifteen  light  cases  in  all  received  at  the  hospital.  Said  building  now 
will  be  thoroughly  fumigated,  scrubbed,  painted  inside  and  out, 
whitewashed  and  everything  done  to  stamp  out  the  disease  forever.  We 
have  had  a narrow  escape,  and  the  school,  community  and  all  interested 
have  Dr.  Diven  to  thank  for  his  untiring  service,  wise  judgment  and 
skilful  management  in  putting  an  end  to  what  was  feared  might  be  a wide 
spread  epidemic.  The  Doctor  and  Miss  Barr  have  labored  hand  in  hand, 
doing  in  connection  with  their  professional  duties,  the  work  usually 
left  to  servants,  extending  their  hours  to  a point  each  day  far  beyond 
the  physical  endurance  of  ordinary  mortals. 
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The  open  trolley  car  is  again  enjoyed. 

The  rains  of  the  week  have  made  the  grass  to  smile. 

Our  baseball  boys  play  Mercersburg  tomorrow. 

The  grass  on  the  athletic  field  is  taking  a new  start. 

Mr.  Sowerby  made  a business  trip  to  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday. 

Croquet  seems  to  be  the  popular  evening  game  again  this  Spring. 

The  family  of  little  gray  hounds  at  Mr.  Bennett's  are  as  cute  and 
happy  as  can  be. 

The  Band  concert  on  Saturday  last  was  up  to  the  standard  of  excellent 
music . 

Doctor  Hill  Crawford  of  Chambersburg,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Hill  on 
Wednesday. 

The  know-nothing  lieth  in  the  wet  grass  these  days  and  getteth  the 
consumption . 

The  second  party  of  boys  and  girls  for  country  homes  will  be  going  out 
next  week. 

It  is  quite  the  fashion  again  to  slip  to  Harrisburg  to  do  a little 
shopping,  on  Saturdays. 

Mrs.  Miller,  of  Pittsburg,  sister  of  Miss  Pauli,  dropped  off  between 
trains  Tuesday  night. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.N.  Burgess,  of  San  Francisco,  are  with  their  sister. 
Miss  Burgess,  for  a day. 

Mrs.  Cook  is  the  recipient  of  a handsomely  embroidered  table  cover 
from  Robert  McArthur's  sister. 

Major  Pratt  is  invited  to  be  the  guest  of  the  Committee  of 


Arrangements  at  the  Hartranft  unveiling  today. 

Miss  Burgess  will  spend  Sunday  in  Philadelphia  with  her  parents 
attending  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends. 

It  is  hard,  but  it  is  God's  truth,  if  we  do  not  use  the  powers  we  have 
in  doing  our  best,  that  which  we  have  will  be  taken  from  us. 

Those  who  fail  to  receive  the  HELPER  at  any  time  will  confer  a favor 
by  informing  this  office.  We  shall  be  glad  to  supply  missing  numbers. 

Ground  has  been  broken  at  the  west  end  of  the  school  building  for  an 
addition  to  go  up  this  summer.  There  will  be  an  annex  at  both  ends. 

The  band  goes  to  Harrisburg  today  to  help  unveil  the  Hartranft 
monument,  and  will  give  an  open  air  concert  in  Capitol  park  as  well  as 
march  in  the  parade. 

The  Carlisle  Indian  Band  will  lead  the  parade  today  in  Harrisburg,  to 
be  reviewed  by  Major  General  Miles,  and  his  staff  and  Cabinet  members. 

Ella  Rickart,  who  has  been  serving  the  hospital  as  cook  left  for  Fort 
Shaw  on  Monday  evening,  to  take  a position  as  assistant  matron  of  that 
sister  school. 

Miss  Seonia  and  Professor  Bakeless  visit  the  Invincibles  tonight,  Mrs. 
Sawyer  and  Miss  Morton,  the  Standards,  Miss  Senseny  and  Miss  Newcomer 
the  Susans. 

The  tailors  beat  the  harness-makers  in  an  exciting  game  of  ball  the 
other  evening.  The  former  seem  to  hold  the  championship  at  present  in 
shop  contests. 

Mrs.  Briggs  sent  a lot  of  flowers  to  Miss  Barr  from  Sarah  Pierrre's 
home  in  Oregon.  They  are  still  fresh  and  beautiful  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  all  shut  ins  at  the  hospital. 

The  new  Wetzel  property  at  the  trolley  curve  at  west  entrance  is 
progressing  and  is  one  of  the  finest  improvements  that  Carlisle  can 
boast  of.  We  are  proud  to  have  such  neighbors. 

The  Laundry  Improvment  Company  are  beautifying  the  grounds  around  that 
building  at  the  entrance  of  the  trolley.  There  is  a bower-hill  farm  at 
the  rear  which  will  bloom  as  a rose  in  the  near  future. 

Frank  Cayou,  '96,  now  a Dickinson  College  Freshman,  won  a beautiful 
gold  watch  at  the  relay  races  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia,  last  week.  This  is  the  second  watch  he  has  won,  as  last 
year  he  ran  for  our  school. 

Evan  Goslyah,  the  recent  arrival  from  Grand  function,  Colorado,  has 
entered  the  printing  office.  He  has  worked  some  at  carpentry  but 
desires  to  learn  something  of  the  "art-preservative"  before  he  finishes 
his  education. 

The  sensible  croquet  player  draws  over  her  shoes  a light  rubber-shoe 
when  the  grass  is  damp  while  the  heedless  person  plays  on  in  thin  shoes, 
without  the  rubber  protection.  Then  she  has  a cold  that  makes  her  "too 
miserable"  to  attend  to  duty.  Do  not  let  such  a person  say  "Climate." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levant  Mason  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  have  recently 
celebrated  the  49th  anniversary  of  their  marriage  and  are  expected 
tomorrow  at  the  school  as  guests  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt.  Mr.  Mason  is 
Mrs.  Pratt's  brother,  and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  many  warm  friends 
at  the  school  who  always  give  them  a cordial  welcome. 

The  girls  of  the  printing  office.  Misses  Silverheels  and  Chouteau  were 
detailed  to  wait  on  table  for  the  employees  of  who  were  held  on  the 
grounds  during  the  quarantine,  and  have  made  for  themselves  a reputation 
for  "not  being  slow".  Mr.  Harris  suggested  that  a card  of  thanks  be 
inserted  in  the  HELPER  showing  their  appreciation  of  the  good  all-around 
treatment  recieved  while  confined  to  the  grounds. 

Walter  Bigfire,  who  stole  a bicycle  from  George  Conner  and  sold  it  in 
town  was  arrested,  tried  and  sentenced  to  the  Pennsylvania  Reformatory 
at  Huntingdon.  The  writer  has  after  an  investigation  into  the  methods 
for  instruction  and  reform  there  used,  we  believe  that  Walter  has  fallen 
into  good  hands  where  he  may  reform  his  evil  ways  and  receive  freindly 
aid  if  he  will  do  his  best. 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  Misses  Pauli,  Bowersox,  Hill,  and  Robertson, 
went  by  carriage  to  Hunters'  Run  last  Sunday,  to  call  upon  Mrs.  Wheelock 
and  little  Edmund,  who  for  a time  are  stopping  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  in 
the  mountains.  Hotel  de  Howe  seems  to  be  a great  health  renovator  as 


both  Mrs.  Wheelock  and  little  son  look  very  much  better.  The  ride  was  a 
delightful  one,  and  the  party  brought  back  bunches  of  wild  flowers  to 
tempt  the  lovers  of  nature  to  run  off  to  the  mountains. 
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MOURNED  BY  A SPECIAL  FRIEND. 


Frank  Rooks,  one  of  our  Sioux  boys  from  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  South 
Dakota,  who  is  now  in  a country  home  in  New  Jersey,  speaks  thus 
touchingly  of  the  death  of  his  friend,  Thomas  Marshall: 

"I  am  very  sorry  that  we  lost  one  of  the  best  boys  in  Carlisle.  This 
is  the  second  time  we  have  lost  one  of  the  best  Sioux  boys. 

I know  Mr.  Marshall  ever  since  when  he  was  little  and  he  was  my  best 
friend.  I am  very  sorry  that  I will  never  see  him  any  more  unless  I 
die,  then  I will  meet  him  in  the  same  place. 

I will  never,  never  forget  Thomas  as  long  as  I live  because  he  is  the 
one  I like  very  much. 

'Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.'" 


FROM  OMAHA  AGENCY,  NEBRASKA. 


An  Industrial  Association  has  been  formed  at  Omaha  Agency  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  returned  students.  At  present  it  consists  of  a 
Superintendent,  Foreman,  Mechanic,  Farmer  and  Laundress.  Other  branches 
of  industry  will  be  added  as  the  way  opens  up.  The  Mechanic  is  Paul 
Lovejoy,  former  Carlisle  pupil,  and  the  Laundress  is  his  wife. 

A Copper  Colored  Club  is  doing  much  for  the  young  Omahas  socially. 

Mrs.  George  Lieb  is  the  President. 

Albert  McCarthy,  who  returned  from  Carlisle  less  than  a year  ago  in 
poor  health,  died  at  the  home  of  his  parents  on  the  Omaha  Reservtaion  in 
Nebraska,  Sunday  April  2nd.  Many  white  people  were  present  at  the 
funeral  which  was  conducted  by  the  Presbyterian  Missionary. 

Nellie  Tyndall,  a former  Carlisle  pupil  and  sister  of  David,  died, 
April  28th,  in  the  home  of  her  parents  at  Omaha  Agency,  Nebr.  She  and 
her  brother  Frank  had  very  much  improved  their  home  here. 


EMMA  REDBIRD. 


Susie  McDougall,  class  '95,  writes  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  where 
she  is  employed  as  teacher  that  Emma  Red  Bird  who  was  a pupil  of 
Carlisle,  sometime  since,  died  at  their  school  the  first  part  of  April. 
"While  here  she  was  a good  girl  and  beloved  by  all,"  says  Susie.  "She 
was  an  officer  and  always  did  her  work  well.  She  died  of  pneumonia 
after  but  a little  more  than  a week's  sickness.  She  was  a member  of  our 
King's  Daughters'  Circle  and  always  ready  to  help.  Her  casket  was 
filled  iwth  flowers  given  by  pupils  and  employees.  A large  wreath  of 
white  and  purple  hyacinths,  with  the  word  Emma  across  the  center,  was 
placed  on  the  casket.  The  service  was  held  in  the  chapel  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in  order  to  ship  the  remains  home  on  the  7:30  train.  The 
pupils  all  marched  in  a body  to  the  station.  Susie  states  further  that 
she  is  glad  Spring  with  singing  birds,  croaking  frogs  and  green  grass  is 
at  hand.  They  have  a band,  and  Mr.  Flannery  is  getting  along  nicely.  We 
all  know  Mr.  Flannery,  class  '94,  our  former  excellent  cornet  player. 


THE  BEST  PLACE. 


Emma  Skye  likes  her  country  home,  she  says.  Seh  sometimes  sees 
Hattie  Wood  and  Florence  George.  She  and  Florence  recently  got  lost  on 
a county  road,  but  soon  found  themselves  again.  "A  farm  is  the  best 
place  in  the  summertime.  I am  sorry  Miss  Shaffner  or  rather  Mrs.  Etnier 
is  gone.  I can't  call  her  right  name  now.  New  Jersey  is  the  place  for 
me.  I am  well  and  happy  and  I hope  the  other  girls  have  just  as  good  a 
place  as  I have." 


Schedule  for  Future  Ball  Games. 

May  13,  Mercersburg,  at  Mercersburg. 

" 17,  Dickinson,  Carlisle. 

" 20,  Ursinus,  at  Norristown. 

" 24,  University  of  Md.,  at  Baltimore. 

" 27,  Gettysburg,  at  Gettysburg. 

" 30,  Dickinson,  here. 

Dune  3,  Albright,  at  Myerstown. 

" 10,  Harrisburg  Country  Club,  at  Harrisburg. 


Enigma . 


I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  1,  2,  5 is  a large  tub. 

My  3,  7,  5,  5,  7,  8 is  the  useful  product  of  a plant  from  which 
clothing  is  made. 

My  3,  4,  6,  8 helps  to  walk. 

My  whole  is  something  which  the  Carlisle  boy  and  girl  is  looking 
forward  to  with  pleasure. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  dryest,  (spelled  with  an  "i".) 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

— "RE:  Book:  Who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair"  

Date:  Sat,  29  May  1999  08:46:50  -0400 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Sub j : Anna  Mae  - Who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair... 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Many  thanks  for  your  interest  in  receiving  a copy  of  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID 
HER  HAIR  (<http://www.dickshovel.com/clay8.html>).  We  expect  to  have  the 
book  printed  and  ready  for  mailing/distribution  by  the  first  full  moon  of 
summer,  that  is  Dune  28th.  Those  who  have  already  sent  payment  can  expect 
to  receive  your  copy  a week  to  10  days  later.  And  those  who  wish  to  secure 
a printing  of  the  book,  please  contact  us  with  payment  soon,  as  this  is  a 
limited  edition  printing. 

Antoinette  will  be  doing  a book  tour  this  summer/fall.  Any  groups  or 
individuals  interested  in  setting  up  book  signings/readings  in  your  regions 
please  contact  us  in  the  next  month.  Also,  complimentary  copies  will  be 
offered  to  family, close  friends  and  those  organizations/groups  keeping  the 
tradition  of  indigenous  people  alive.  Proceeds  of  the  sale  of  this  book 
will  be  given  to  the  Seventh  Generation  Fund  in  Areata,  California, 
specifically  for  their  efforts  in  supporting  schools  which  preserve/honor 
traditional  ways. 

There  are  many  who  have  helped  with  this  project,  many  whose  prayers  are 
with  us  as  we  move  forward.  Gratitude  to  all. 

ALL  PEOPLE  ARE  ONE. 

Dordan  S.  Dill,  editor,  anam  cara  press 
antoinette  nora  claypoole,  author 

(Any  questions  regarding  the  book/ordering  can  be  directed  to  jsd@sover.net) 

- "RE:  Poem:  Museum  Moccasins"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : Museum  Moccasins 

Museum  Moccasins 


As  a child 


wide-eyed  and  innocent 

my  Father  took  me  once 

to  a museum  in  the  city 

a dusty  dirty  smelly  place 

designed  the  past  to  erase 

where  I might  look  upon 

a tortured  lost 

and  forgotten  face 

some  semblance  of  a long  lost  race 

among  the  ruins  there  presented 

a pair  of  moccasins 

stood  in  despair 

lonely  lost  and  out  of  place 

soft  deer  hide 

once  supple  and  warm 

had  dried  and  crinkled  to  the  form 

of  one  who  wore  it  long  ago 

with  one  worn  space 

which  was  the  toe 

my  mind  did  real  to  think 

surmise 

who  wore  this  when 
and  where  did  go 

the  soft  contours  evoked  a sense 

of  who  once  waked  within  this  sole 

the  felt  like  folds 

the  soft  impressions  of  each  toe 

each  foot  different  in  time 

direction 

so  like  the  shoes  I wear  each  day 
yet  years  and  eons  once  displaced 
the  woman  who 
like  cats  of  night 

wore  these  from  dawn  to  evening  light 

a sense  of  humor  I detect 

a love  long  spent 

by  wrinkled  toe 

so  much  to  see 

so  much  untold 

museum  moccasins 

for  all  to  see 

a display  to  you 

a life  to  me. 

Copyright  1998  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  Wed,  26  May  99  01:19:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  8-14 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

8 

Swim  with  the  dolphins,  and  learn  the  magic  of  their  world. 

9 

The  earth  drinks  the  blessing  of  the  summer  rain. 

10 

Sorrow  abides  not  in  this  place. 

11 

Turn  every  hardship  into  a triumph. 


12 

If  you  would  win  your  heart's  desire,  you  must  give  your 
heart  to  the  task  of  winning  it. 

13 

Give  freely  of  yourself  in  all  endeavors. 

14 

In  all  things,  turn  anger  into  industry. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  17  May  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  01  Dun  1999  13:50:26  -0400 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Conference 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a copy  of  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  Program.  If  you 
have  not  registered  yet  but  are  planning  on  attending  please  do  so  now! 

This  is  especially  important  for  anyone  planning  to  stay  in  a dorm  room.  If 
you  know  of  people  who  are  coming  please  ask  them  if  they  have  registered. 

In  two  weeks  we  have  to  give  Haskell  University  our  final  count  on  rooms 
and  meals  and  after  that  we  will  be  unable  to  register  anyone  who  needs  a 
dormitory  room  and/or  meals  provided.  Thank  you  and  we  look  forward  to 
meeting  you  soon ! ! ! 

The  LPDC  staff  collective 

Program  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 
Sponsored  By  the  LPDC 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774/fax  (785)  842-5796 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University--Lawrence,  Kansas 
FRIDAY,  DUNE  25 

2:00  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Registration  at  Haskell  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Dinner  at  Cafeteria  and  Welcoming  by  LPDC  staff  and 
Peltier  family. 

7:00  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m.  Opening  prayer  and  Peltier  honoring  song  will  be 
followed  by  a cultural,  historical,  and  political  presentation  on  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  it.  This  panel  discussion 
will  be  presented  by  Oglala  survivors.  Dean  Bordeaux  Roach,  Dean  Day,  and 
Edgar  Bear  Runner. 

SATURDAY,  DUNE  26 

7:00  Morning  ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  breakfast 

9:00-10:00  Presentation  by  Legal  Team--Eric  Seitz,  Dennifer  Harbury,  Carl 
Nadler,  Dim  Leonard  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on  Leonard's  current 
legal  situation.  Seitz  is  a Criminal  lawyer  who  represented  Leonard  during 
his  last  appeal  and  is  currently  handling  his  medical  situation  as  well  as 
exploring  new  legal  possibilities.  Dennifer  Harbury  is  an  attorney  and 
renowned  human  rights  activist.  She  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on 
the  effort  to  have  the  remaining  6000  FOIA  documents  released  as  well  as  a 
possible  complaint  with  the  OAS.  Carl  Nadler,  who  has  been  representing 
Leonard  since  the  trial  will  discuss  current  issues  regarding  the  Federal 
Parole  Board.  Facilitator:  Gina  Chiala,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:00-10:30  Questions  and  Answers  for  the  legal  team 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Prison  Issues--During  this  presentation  ex-prisoners,  Helen 
Felix  Baca,  Ben  Carnes,  Bobby  Castillo,  and  Ida  Robinson  as  well  as  Native 


Prisoner  Advocate,  Deborah  Peebles,  will  talk  about  some  of  their 
experiences  in  prison  and  some  important  current  prison  issues  and  relate 
this  to  what  Leonard  is  experiencing.  Bobby  Castillo  is  an  ex  Marion 
Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met  Leonard  in  prison  and  was  vital  in  obtaining 
the  European,  Italian,  and  Belgian  Resolutions  in  support  of  freedom  for 
Peltier.  Helen  Felix  Baca  was  in  maximum  security  federal  prison  for  four 
years  and  also  is  an  advocate  for  Leonard.  Ben  Carnes  is  a former  prisoner, 
a National  Spokesperson  for  the  LPDC,  and  an  advocate  for  Native  prisoners. 
Ida  Robinson  was  a political  prisoner  for  10  years  and  has  since  become  a 
strong  advocate  for  prisoners  with  children.  Deborah  Peebles  works  with 
the  United  Tribes  Cultural  Group  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary. 

Facilitator:  Jaime  Gutierrez,  Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee 
12:00-1:00  lunch 

1:00-2:15  International  Campaign- -The  International  Campaign  to  free  Peltier 
is  important.  Many  human  rights  atrocities  have  come  to  an  end  because  of 
pressure  from  the  international  community.  During  this  presentation 
Mandela's  lawyer  and  human  rights  activist,  Lennox  Hinds,  European  LPSG 
coordinator,  Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini,  former  South  African  Political 
Prisoner,  Dennis  Brutus,  and  a representative  for  Amnesty  International  will 
discuss  current  actions  being  taken  on  an  international  level  for  Peltier. 
Possibilities  of  future  international  strategies  will  be  explored  as  well. 
Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
2:15-2:30  Break 

2:30-4:00  Panel  on  Grass  Roots  Organizing--A  proposal  for  upcoming  actions, 
public  outreach  and  fund  raising  will  be  presented.  Also  discussed  will  be 
the  history  of  Non-Violent  Civil  Disobedience,  group  decision  making,  and 
on-campus  organizing.  This  panel  will  be  presented  by  First  Nations 
activist  and  Professor,  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  Food  Not  Bombs  co-founder,  CT 
Butler,  North  West  Regional  LPSG  coordinator,  Arthur  Miller,  and 
co-defendent  of  the  Chicago  8 and  life  long  activist,  David  Dellinger. 
Facilitator:  Patricia  Benabe',  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
4:00-4:15  break 

4:15-5:30  Political  Prisoners- -How  can  we  continue  to  strengthen  the 
movement  to  free  all  political  prisoners?  What  legal  and  grass  roots 
actions  can  be  taken  on  a group  level?  This  panel  discussion  will  be  lead 
by  Safiaya  Bukari,  Jericho  spokesperson,  Geronimo  Ji  Jaga,  recently  released 
Black  Panther  Political  Prisoner,  Pam  Africa,  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia 
Abu  Jamal  and  MOVE  member,  Marcos  Vilar,  Defense  Committee  for  Puerto  Rican 
Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War,  Jamila  Levi,  companera  of  freedom 
fighter,  Ray  Luc  Lavasseur,  former  political  prisoner.  Bear  Lincoln 
(invited),  Andrew  Ascherl  for  Mondo  we  Langa  and  Ed  Poindexter,  and  Jaime 
Gutierrez,  National  Defense  Coordinator  for  La  Raza  political  prisoner, 
Ramsey  Muniz. 

Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
5:30-6:30  Dinner 

6:30-7:30  Political  Prisoner  Panel  continued. 

8:00-10:00  Entertainment  and  open  class  rooms  available  for  auxilary 
meetings . 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  27 

7:00  Morning  Ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  Breakfast 

9:00  - 10:30  Lobbying  Presentation- -This  presentation  will  update  us  as  to 
what  current  lobbying  efforts  are,  who  is  supportive,  and  how  we  can  help 
support  these  efforts.  Jennifer  Harbury,  lawyer  and  renowned  human  rights 
activist,  Ernie  Stevens,  Jr.  Vice  President  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  Keith  Jennings,  president  of  the  African  American 
Human  Rights  Foundation  will  be  on  this  panel  and  they  will  also  talk  about 
the  most  effective  ways  to  lobby  elected  officials,  tribal  governments,  and 
NGOs. 

Facilitator : Jean  Day,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Break  into  Working  Groups  for  Introductions 
12:00-1:00  Lunch 

1:00-2:30  Begin  developing  Working  Group  Strategies-Topics  of  working  groups 
will  be: 


Future  Direct  Action/Demonstrations 
Lobbying  and  Letter  Writing 
Fund  Raising 

Media/Writing/Speaking  and  Public  Outreach 
On-Campus  Organizing 
Legal  Research 

2:45-4:00  Continue  Working  Groups-develop  concrete  strategies. 
4:00-5:00  Closing  with  working  group  proposals  and  closing  ceremony  by 
David  Chief  , Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < 

lpdc-change@mail-list . com 

with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


Date:  Fri,  28  May  1999  08:26:21  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Drumming  Ceremony 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  AGID0@aol.com 

The  Southeastern  Intertribal  Federation  is  going  to  conduct  a Drumming 
Ceremony  for  the  purpose  of  a spiritual  healing  of  the  Native  American 
People. 

The  ceremony  is  to  begin  at  sunrise  on  Dune  5,  1999  and  continue  until 
sunrise  on  Dune  6,  1999.  The  drumming  and  prayers  for  this  healing  will 
be  continuous  for  the  twentyfour  (24)  hour  period. 

The  ceremony  is  to  be  held  at  Marion  County  Park  on  Nickajack  Lake,  Flwy 
41,  near  Dasper,  Tn.  Camping  sites  will  be  available  on  a first  come 
first  served  basis  for  the  nights  of  6/4/99  and  6/5/99  for  a cost  of 
$6.00  per  night. 

Everyone  who  wishes  to  attend  and  participate  in  this  outreach  for 
healing  among  the  people  is  cordially  invited  to  be  there.  The  drumming 
will  be  open  for  all  of  good  heart  to  participate 

As  we  look  about  the  Native  American  community  we  can  not  help  but  take 
note  of  the  divisiveness  that  permeates  it.  If  we  are  to  preserve  our 
traditions  and  our  sovereign  rights  we  must  put  aside  our  petty 
differences  and  look  to  the  similiarity  of  interests  that  all  Native 
Americans  share.  If  we  cannot  do  this  we  will  surely  be  absorbed  into 
the  white  man's  culture  and  lost  among  the  multitudes.  If  we  are  truly 
concerned  about  the  existing  conditions,  we  should  all  take  this 
opportunity  to  come  together  and  pray  for  a uniting  of  the  people  in 
spirit  and  in  purpose. 


Date:  Tue,  25  May  1999  16:57:16  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : activist  musician  on  tour 

NOTE:  DAMN  as  a whole,  and  Day  Sand  individually,  have  consistently 
supported  native  sovereignty.  We  encourage  people  to  go  to  one  of  the  shows 
on  Day's  tour.  We're  sure  he  would  welcome  people  who  want  to  have  a table, 
distribute  information,  speak,  etc. 

S.I.S.I.S. 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Tue,  25  May  1999  09:40:11  -0400 

Hey, 

Here's  an  announcement  of  my  tour  that  I've  been  sending  out  with  the 
subject,  "activist  musician  on  tour"  or  something  of  the  sort.  Thanks  for 
passing  it  around! 


Hay 

**Activist  musician  on  tour!!** 

Hay  Sand,  facilitator  of  the  Direct  Action  Media  Network  (DAMN!),  a 
multimedia  news  service  that  gathers  and  distributes  reports  about 
progressive  strikes,  marches,  protests  and  other  direct  actions  from  around 
the  world  (<http://damn.tao. ca/>http://damn.tao.ca),  is  currently  on  tour 
around  North  America,  talking  with  organizations  about  DAMN  and  playing 
songs  from  his  debut  CD,  Big  Block  of  Cheese 

(<http://www.tao. ca/%7Ejay>http://www.tao.ca/~jay) . In  his  musical  life, 
lay  is  a singer/songwriter  with  a folky  bent.  You  can  check  out  some  of  his 
songs  at  "<http://www.mp3 . com/laySand>http: //www. mp3 . com/laySand" . 

As  you'll  see  in  the  below  tour  schedule,  lay  is  fusing  his  activism  and 
musical  leanings  by  playing  many  benefit  concerts  for  direct  action-oriented 
organizations.  If  you  would  like  details  about  any  of  the  below  shows  or 
would  like  lay  to  come  talk  with  your  group  about  DAMN,  direct  action  or 
anything  else,  please  contact  him  at  jay@tao.ca  and/or  call, 
toll  free,  1-877-899-9236  and  leave  a message,  which  he'll  get. 
lay  Sand's  summer  tour  Part  I 

May  19  (Wednesday)  --  Chicago,  benefit  for  LIP  Magazine  at  the  Morseland  in 
Rogers  Park 

May  25  (Tuesday)  --  Moscow,  Idaho  --  Cove/Mallard  Coalition  benefit  at 
Laura's  Tea  and  Treasure,  7pm 

May  27  (Thursday)  --  Vancouver  --  7pm  show  at  La  Quena  Coffeehouse  at  1111 
Commercial  Drive. 

May  28  (Friday)  --  Seattle  --  benefit  for  North  Seattle  Grassroots  Radio  and 
Seattle  Food  Not  Bombs,  at  the  Tin  Hat,  with  several  punk  bands! 

May  30  (Sunday)  --  Portland  --  benefit  for  Portland  IWW 

May  31  (Monday)  --  Eugene,  OR  --  benefit  for  Free  Radio  Cascadia 

lune  2 (Wednesday)  --  Ukiah,CA  --  benefit  for  Mendicino  Environmental  Center 

lune  3 - 8 --  several  shows  are  slowly  coming  together  in  San  Francisco 

(e-mail  for  details) 

lune  9 (Wednesday)  --  Redway,  CA  --  at  the  Iguana,  show  promoted  by 
Environmentally  Sound  Productions 

lune  11  (Friday)  --  Boise, ID  --  benefit  for  anarchist  prisoner  Chris  Plummer 

lune  12  (Saturday)  --  Salt  Lake  City  --  show  being  planned  by  SLC  IWW 

lune  14  (Monday)  --  Boulder,  CO  --  show  coming  together,  slowly,  perhaps 

being  planned  in  conjunction  with  Ancient  Forest  Rescue 

lune  15  (Tuesday)  --  Durango,  CO  --  benefit  for  Ancient  Forest  Rescue 

lune  17  (Thursday)  --  Santa  Fe  --  (likely)  Tribes  Coffee  house,  benefit  for 

Forest  Guardians 

lune  19  (Saturday)  --  Austin  --  benefit  for  Grassroots  News  Network/ 

Austin  IWW,  at  the  Pueblos  Unidos  Center 

lune  22  (Tuesday)  --  New  Orleans  --  show  coming  together 

lune  24  (Thursday)  --  Gainesville,  FL  --  benefit  for  Free  Radio  Gainesville, 
Common  Grounds  Coffee  House 

lune  25  (Friday)  --  Atlanta  --  possible  show  in  conjunction  with  Atlanta  IWW 
lune  26  (Saturday)  --  Ashville,  NC  --  benefit  for  Free  Radio  Ashville 
lune  27  (Sunday)  --  Durham,  NC  --  benefit  for  Youth  Beat  Radio 
Also,  you  can  pick  up  a copy  of  Big  Block  of  Cheese,  which  has  been 
described  by  a friend  as  "kind  of  fun  --  well,  at  least  it  won't  kill  you," 
in  three  ways. 

1)  By  mail.  Send  a check  for  $12  to  lay  Sand,  444  Melrose  Street, 
Morgantown,  WV,  26505,  and  you'll  soon  get  the  CD. 

2)  Through  Amazon.com,  lust  search  for  the  CD  using  the  name  "lay  Sand"  at 
"<http://www. amazon. com/>http://www. amazon. com"  and  order  through  the  site. 
This  may  be  the  best  option  for  people  who  live  out  of  the  States. 

3)  For  $6.99  you  can  get  10  of  the  songs  on  the  CD,  all  but  "The  I Hate 

L.A.  Blues,"  by  ordering  the  CD  through  the  web  at 

"<http://www.mp3. .com/laySand>http://www. mp3. com/laySand" . (note  --  you 
don't  get  the  great  CD  art  by  ordering  that  way  either,  but  it's  an  easy, 

cheap  and  quick  way  to  get  the  CD). 

Thanks! ! 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


Date:  Wednesday,  May  26,  1999 

From:  "Kent  Lebsock"  <ailanm@f lash . net> 

Sub j : Oyate  Wolakota  Omniciye 
OYATE  WOLAKOTA  OMNICIYE 

Tituwan  Oyate  - Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council 
TREATY  GATHERING  FOR  MANY  NATIONS 
Tituwan  Oyate,  Lakota  Nation 

Haudenosaunee  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 
Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations 
Thursday  June  17th  - Supper  and  Get  Acquainted 

Friday  Dune  18th  - General  Meeting  & International  Activities  Update 

Saturday  Dune  19th  - Strategy  Meeting  for  Indigenous  Nations 

on  the  application  of  the  United  NationsTreaty  Study 

Sunday  Dune  20th  - Memorial  for  Chief  Garfield  Grass  Rope 

Lower  Brule  Territory  of  the  Lakota  Nation 

Lower  Brule  Convention  Center 

Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota 

At  the  1998  Session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations 
at  the  United  Nations,  Professor  Miguel  Alphonso  Martinez  presented 
the  Final  Report  on  his  long  awaited  Study  on  Treaties,  Agreements 
and  Other  Constructive  Arrangements  Between  States  and  Indigenous 
Peoples.  For  Indigenous  nations  whose  histories  of  contact  with  European 
settlers  involve  the  international  obligations  set  forth  in  treaties,  the 
importance  of  this  study  cannot  be  underestimated.  It  is  a significant 
step  in  the  development  of  a body  of  international  law  which  protects 
the  social,  cultural,  and  human  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples  and  nations. 

The  Tituwan  Oyate,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  with  the 
technical  support  of  the  American  Indian  Law  Alliance,  is  honored 
to  host  this  Indigenous  peoples'  initiative  in  order  to  give  the  leaders 
of  Native  nations  a free  forum  in  which  to  strategize  for  the  future 
using  the  Treaty  Study  to  our  best  advantage.  The  leadership  of 
other  great  treaty  nations  in  North  America,  including  Confederacy 
of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations  in  Canada  and  the  Council  of  Chiefs  of 
the  Haudenosaune,  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  will  send 
delegations  to  South  Dakota. 

The  host  nations  of  this  Gathering  all  played  a significant  role  in  the 
development  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  the  individual  cases  of  these 
nations  figure  prominently  in  its  presentation.  A discussion  on  the 
use  of  Professor  Martinez's  final  report  is  therefore  a logical  next 
step  in  the  development  of  an  Indigenous  voice  in  international 
human  rights  law. 

Special  Guests: 

Isabelle  Schulte-Tenckhoff , Co-Author  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  Special 
Assistant  to  the  UN's  Special  Rapporteur  on  Treaties  Alyn  Ware,  Director, 
Lawyers  Committee  on  Nuclear  Policy  and  Advocate  at  the  International 
Court  of  Dustice  Tonya  Gonnella  Frichner,  President  of  the  American 
Indian  Law  Alliance  and  United  Nations  delegate 
Lodging: 

Golden  Buffalo  Resort  Motel,  Lower  Brule,  SD  ~ 605-473-5506 
Comfort  Inn,  Oacoma,  SD  ~ 605-734-4222 
Camping  Facilities  will  be  Available  at  Lower  Brule 
For  more  information  contact: 

Kent  Lebsock,  American  Indian  Law  Alliance  New  Mexico, 

Phone:  505-341-4230; 

Tony  Black  Feather,  Spokesman,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council, 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  Phone:  605-867-5203; 

Ed  Burnstick,  Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations,  Alberta,  Canada 
Phone:  780-944-0334; 

Darwin  Hill,  Seneca  Tonawanda  Nation,  Basom,  New  York 
Phone:  716-542-4244 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Sub j : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Dune  1 - August  29 

First  Americans,  First  Oklahomans:  Indian  Peoples 
Oklahoma  City,  Red  Earth  Indian  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  5 

Red  Earth  Auction 

Oklahoma  City,  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame.  405-427-5228 
Dune  10-13 

Red  Earth  Native  American  Cultural  Festival 
Oklahoma  City,  Myriad  Convention  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  18-19 
Peoria  Pow  wow 
Miami.  918-762-4691 
Dune  18-20 
Iowa  Tribal  Pow  wow 

Perkins,  4 miles  S.  of  Perkins  on  Hwy  177.  405-547-2402. 

Dune  19-20 

Creek  Nation  Festival  & Rodeo 
Okmulgee,  Creek  Nation  Compound 
918-756-6172  . 800-355-5552 
Dune  25-27 
Potawatomi  Pow  wow 

Shawnee,  Tribal  Grounds.  405-275-3121 
Dune  25-27 

Potawatomi  Days  All  Indian  Golf  Tournament 
Shawnee,  1901  S Gordon  Cooper  Dr.  405-275-4471 
Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Homecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 


Competitive  Ant  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : DOHN  D EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


Dear  readers. 

Beginning  with  these  summer  listings  (Dune-Duly-August,  1999),  my  pow  wow 
newsletter  is  taking  on  a few  changes.  Nothing  major,  just  something  to  save 
some  typing.  Instead  of  typing  out  a whole  new  set  of  events  for  each  update 
I am  making  an  overall  list  for  the  whole  summer.  When  I learn  of  new  events 
or  get  more  details  on  previously  listed  events,  they  will  be  added  to  the 
pre-typed  list  & sent  out  again.  Then,  as  the  dates  for  certain  events 
expire,  they  will  be  deleted  before  new  updates  are  sent  out.  That  way,  each 
list  of  events  should  be  current. 

Those  of  you  who  have  trouble  downloading  the  attachments  in  can  send  me 
an  e-mail  & I will  try  to  re-format  in  ascii  and  send  them  back  to  you.  The 
originals  are  typed  in  Microsoft  (R)  Word  Pad.  Once  I get  a list  of  people 
who  can't  download  the  original  format,  I will  create  an  address  book 


especially  for  them. 

Happy  Trails! 

Wanige 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
Southern  States 
ALABAMA 

Dune  12-13:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  Sportsman's  Lake,  Cullman. 
10am-6pm  Saturday,  10am-5pm  Sunday.  Sponsored  by  the  Deer  Clan  of  the 
Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Alabama.  HM:  Mike  Lesher,  HL:  Linda  Woods,  HD: 
White  Horse  Singers.  Events  include  intertribal  dancing,  survival  skills 
demonstrations  (bow  & arrows,  blowguns,  traps  & snares,  flint  knapping, 
edible  & medicinal  plants);  Indian  singing  & story  telling;  Native 
American  art  exhibits;  exhibition  of  Indian  tools  & artifacts  by  the 
American  Indian  Museum;  a blacksmith  demonstration  by  Deff  Waters.  Free 
admission.  No  dogs,  drugs  or  alcholhol  allowed.  HH:  Days  Inn  Cullman,  Exit 
308  East  on  US  278  (ask  for  Festival  rates);  tent  camping  at  Sportsman's 
Park  for  $10.00  per  night.  Info:  Billy  Shaw  (256)  737-9163. 

Dune  17-19:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow,  MOWA  Reservation,  Red  Fox  Road,  Calvert 
(Hwy.  43,  19  miles  north  of  1-65,  25  miles  north  of  Mobile).  Info:  Lori 
Weaver  or  Dennifer  Musgrove  (334)  829-5500  or  Barbara  Dohnson  (334)  944- 
2388. 

FLORIDA 

Dune  5:  Florida  Tribe  of  Eastren  Creeks  Native  American  Festival,  Camp 
Timpoochee  (4-H  Club),  Hwy.  20,  Walton  County. 

Info:  Tribal  Council  House  (850)  835-2078. 

GEORGIA 

Dune  19-20:  Sweetwater  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  Sweetwater  Creek 
State  Park,  Lithia  Springs.  Pow  Wow,  plus  entertainment  by  Diamond  Brown, 
Cherokee  Rose  & Silena,  Darry  Sargo.  Info:  G.T.  Martinez  (770)  775-3027. 

Dune  26-27:  McIntosh  Reserve  Summer  Festival,  McIntosh.  Info:  Ella  Cotton 
or  Sal  Serbin  (770)  830-5599. 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds  (1-75,  Exit 
42),  Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 
31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787- 
0642,  nativeway@mindspring.com. 

KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration . Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 
Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 

MARYLAND 

Dune  5-6:Brandywine  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Grounds,  Brandywine. 

Info:  (301)  372-1932. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Dune  5-6:  Mattamuskett  Tribal  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  Moratoc  Park  on  the 
Roanoke  River,  Williamston.  (Hwy.  17  South  - Business  route.)  Info: 

Carolyn  Skinner  (252)  793-6117  days/  793-1359  evenings. 

Dune  5-6:  Triangle  Native  American  Society  Pow  Wow,  State  Farmer's  Market, 
Raleigh.  Info:  (919)  779-5936. 

Dune  5-6:  Native  American  Gathering,  Bunn.  Under  the  water  tower.  Info: 
(919)  496-1604. 

Dune  11-12:  Occaneechi  Saponi  Spring  Festival,  Hillsborough.  Hosted  by  the 
Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation,  on  the  banks  of  the  Eno  River, 
downtown.  Info:  Tribal  office  (919)  304-3723  or  Dohn  Blackfeather  (919) 
732-8512. 

Dune  18-20:  Rebirth  of  the  Traditional  Spiritual  Gatherings,  North 
Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  Spotted  Turtle 


(910)  521-  4178,  Painted  Turtle  (910)  521-0020  or  Wild  Turkey  521-3002. 

Duly  2-4:  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Quallah 
Boundary  Cherokee  Reservation,  Cherokee.  Info:  (888)  291-0632  or  (800) 
357-2771,  ext.  2822. 

Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County  Intertribal  Festival,  Davis  Bridge 
(Rockfish).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 

OKLAHOMA 

Dune  11-13:  Red  Earth  Festival,  Myriad  Convention  Center,  Oklahoma  City. 
Info:  (405)  427-5228. 

Duly  2-4:  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Quapaw.  Info:  (918)  542 
1853. 

Duly  8-11:  Sac  & Fox  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info:  (918) 
968-3526. 

Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Dance  Ceremonial,  Anadarko.  Info:  (405)  247-6651. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Dune  4-6:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  South  Carolina  State  Fairgrounds, 
Gate  5,  George  Rogers  Blvd.,  Columbia.  Honoring  Native  American  Veterans. 
HD:  Bad  Medicine,  MC:  Woody  Richards  - Lakota,  HM:  Phil  R.  Dupoint  - Kiowa 
HL:  Dudy  Gibson  - Pawnee,  HG:  Glen  Ahhaitty  - Kiowa.  Admission:  Friday 
(family  day)  $2.00  per  person;  Sat. /Sun.  $5.00  adults/$3.00  children  7-12. 
Elders  & children  under  7 admitted  free.  Info:  Paul  Gowder  (803)  936-0042 
or  Marty  Good  Shield  McKinney  (803)  772-9132;  vendors  contact  Dohn 
Fournier  (803)  356-4238. 

TENNESSEE 

Dune  20:  Unity  Council  Meeting,  Lyles,  from  1pm  - 4pm.  Will  be  preceeded 
by  Aniyunweya  Nation  Council  Meeting  at  9am  - noon.  Info:  Sheila  Dones 
(931)  670-5465. 

Dune  25-27:  Trade  Days  Native  Festival,  Trade.  Located  on  Hwy.  421,  East 
of  mountain  City,  10  miles  from  Boone.  Info:  Charlie  Wolf  or  Tommy  Walsh 
(423)  727-5800  or  (828)  297-2200. 

Duly  10-11:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  Dim  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 
Presented  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights.  Hours: 
Saturday,  10am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am-5pm.  MC:  Nick  Mejia;  HSD:  Wagon  Burners 
(Conehatta,  MS);  HND:  Beaver  Dam  Singers  (Philadelphia,  MS);  HM:  Don 
Redbear;  HL:  Brandy  Denkins;  Special  Guest:  Vernon  Williams.  Educational 
focus  on  Southeastern/Woodland  Indians.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  Sandi  or  Diane  (615)  871-0940,  or,  Pat  or  Debbie 
(615)  885-9402. 

TEXAS 

Dune  4-6:  Alabama  - Coushatta  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Village  Ball  Park, 
Livingston.  Info:  (800)  444-3507  or  (409)  563-4391. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dune  5-6:  AAIWV  Pow  Wow,  Kiwanis  Field,  Delbarton. 

Info:  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884  or  357-1723. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Hawaii  Nation  Info,  Tom  Schlosser,  Dean  BraveHeart,  Lotanna 
Chris  Spotted  Eagle,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Dohn  Berry,  Dordan  S.  Dill,  Rein, 
Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Dreamwalker, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Harvey  Arden 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Dun  10  10:25:43  1999 
Date:  Tue,  8 Dun  1999  18:56:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.024 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  Innu-L,  Paths-L 
Minnlnd  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"The  personal  specifics  of  my  life  are  unimportant.  Being  an  Indian, 
that's  what's  important.  My  autobiography  is  the  story  of  my  people, 
the  Indian  people  of  this  Great  Turtle  Island.  My  life  has  meaning 
only  in  relation  to  them.  It's  insignificant  in  and  of  itself. 

Only  when  I identify  with  my  people  do  I cease  being  a mere  statistic, 
a meaningless  number,  and  become  a human  being." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwe-Lakota 

From  _Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance_,  by  Leonard  Peltier 
published  by  St.  Martin's  Press.  For  many  reasons,  I recommend 
ordering  the  book  from  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  ..  __  __  ..  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Dourney  I 

j The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  i 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

! ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

As  I recently  sat  reading  _Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  Sundance_  I was 
asked  what  it  was  about.  Once  again  I explained,  as  I have  done  hundreds 
of  times,  who  Leonard  Peltier  is  and  what  has  happened  to  him  I was  first 
treated  with  a look  of  incredulity,  then  one  of  disbelief. 

To  this  lady  such  a thing  as  imprisonment  for  an  unproved  crime,  and  being 
kept  there  by  a vengeful  government,  in  spite  of  a frank  admission  by  the 
prosecutor  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  that  incarceration,  is  not 
conceivable.  Such  a thing  may  happen  in  other  lands  to  other  people,  but 
not  in  her  United  States. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


This  woman  has  no  comprehension  this  is  possible  and  certainly  no  fear  of 
midnight  riders  bent  on  destroying  lives  of  others. 

I did  ask  if  she  had  a clue  the  very  soil  where  her  home  now  stood  was 
taken  from  Cherokee  families  just  like  hers  who  were  jarred  awake  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  sent  on  a death  march  to  Oklahoma.  When  there  was 
no  response  I added,  those  Cherokee  were  comfortable  in  the  sure  knowledge 
their  leaders  had  won  their  right  to  remain  on  their  homeland  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  same  United  States,  and  maybe  she  shouldn't  feel  quite  so 
comfortable  with  her  just  and  trustworthy  government. 

In  retrospect  I now  wish  I had  not  used  an  Indian  example  (the  Trail), 
but  instead  had  asked  different  questions  that  she  could  have  more  readily 
related  to. . . 

- If  it  is  so  impossible  that  our  elected  officials  and  their  appointees 
might  do  something  dishonorable,  then  do  you  believe  they  have  handled 
your  Social  Security  in  your  best  interests? 

- Do  you  want  federal  or  state  officials  making  decisions  for  you  about 
your  medical  care? 

- Do  you  believe  the  IRS  does  not  bully  honest  taxpayers? 

- Is  it  possible  there  are  and  have  always  been  agendas  that  served  some 
interest  other  than  the  best  interests  of  the  least  powerful  American 
citizens? 

- And  if  government  officials  harass  middle  class  American  taxpayers  and 
voters  who  can  and  might  gather  to  vote  the  elected  ones  out  of  office, 
what  might  they  do  to  some  impoverished  man  in  their  way  who  is  part  of  a 
minority  group  so  small  their  numbers  barely  show  up  on  the  U.S.  census? 
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A devastating  storm  system  swept  through  Pine  Ridge  this  past  Friday 
evening,  destroying  many  homes  in  Oglala.  Whether  you  choose  to  assist 
those  in  need  or  not,  take  the  time  to  remember  Ilonas  "Cowboy"  Belt,  Dr 
54,  who  was  killed  when  a tornado  tossed  the  mobile  home  he  shared  with 
his  sister.  Dean,  and  her  family  across  U.S.  Highway  18. 
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Besides  the  OST  tribal  offices  listed  in  the  article  below,  and  here 
Oglala  Sioux  Tribe 
c/o  HAROLD  SALWAY 
PO  BOX  H 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

Two  others  you  can  send  assistance  through  are  as  follows: 

Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)  778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

Clay  labors  throughout  the  year,  helping  many  on  a number  of  Dakota, 
Wyoming  and  Montana  Reservations  with  but  a pittance  of  support,  primarily 
at  Christmas. 

Pathways  to  Spirit 
4307  Goldeneye  Drive 
Fort  Collins,  CO  80526 
(970)  282-8573 

Web  Site : http : //www. pathways -to- spirit . necaweb . com/ howr each . htm 
e-mail:  pathways@webaccess.net. 

This  group  provides  trailer  houses  for  the  towing  cost,  and  other 


essential  needs.  There  is  a GREAT  need  for  housing  replacement  at  this 
time.  The  last  time  I checked  towing  and  setup  was  $1500  per  unit. 

I also  want  to  remind  many  readers  who  have  received  instruction  from 
elders  on  Pine  Ridge  or  attended  Sun  Dance  there,  this  is  the  time  you 
have  waited  for  to  repay  those  elders  for  all  they  have  given  you.  Donate 
what  you  can,  or  pick  up  a hammer  and  go  help  rebuild.  You  should  know 
you  will  not  be  asked  by  those  who  need  your  help  most. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

Marietta,  GA  30247,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 
Subj : Oglala  Tornado 

Storm  Slams  S.  Dakota  Reservation 
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By  DOE  KAFKA 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

OGLALA,  S.D.  (AP)  --  A tornado  ripped  through  a small  town  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  smashing  homes  and  killing  at  least  one  person. 

Three  people  were  unaccounted  for  by  Saturday  afternoon.  However,  they 
may  have  been  staying  with  friends  or  relatives,  said  Robert  Ecoffey, 
superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  on  the  reservation. 

The  twister  struck  Oglala  on  Friday  evening  as  violent  thunderstorms 
rolled  across  the  region  of  mostly  open  prairie  in  southwestern  South 
Dakota . 

"The  whole  house  was  vibrating,"  said  Milo  Sits  Poor,  who  rode  out  the 
storm  in  a basement.  "A  car  that  was  parked  out  front  started  spinning  in 
circles . " 

Myrna  Eagle  Hawk  said  she  hid  under  a mattress  with  her  niece  and  nephew 
when  the  storm  struck.  "The  living  room,  one  bedroom  is  demolished.  The 
roof  --  there  is  no  roof,"  she  said. 

About  30  homes,  a church  and  a church  hall  were  destroyed  and  50  houses 
were  damaged,  said  Gene  Abdallah,  superintendent  of  the  state  Highway 
Patrol . 

Divers  were  sent  to  search  a small,  debris-filled  lake  outside  town  for 
possible  victims,  but  that  search  was  called  off  before  they  entered  the 
water. 

National  Guard  members  were  sent  to  Oglala,  about  80  miles  south  of 
Rapid  City. 

Gov.  Bill  Danklow  flew  to  Oglala  and  said  the  most  immediate  need  was 


finding  temporary  housing  for  people  who  need  a place  to  sleep,  eat  and 
bathe.  "You'll  have  a lot  of  people  that  want  to  help,"  he  told  tribal 
officials . 

About  100  people  had  spent  the  night  in  dormitories  at  the  Pine  Ridge 
High  School. 

Eight  people  were  taken  to  a Rapid  City  hospital,  and  about  20  were 
treated  in  Pine  Ridge. 

National  Weather  Service  spotters  reported  at  least  three  tornadoes  near 
Pine  Ridge  and  hail  the  size  of  grapefruit  hit  ranches  in  the  region. 

Wind  gusted  to  70  mph  west  of  Oglala  near  Oelrichs,  and  2 to  3 inches  of 
rain  fell  in  an  hour  elsewhere  in  the  region. 

One  year  ago,  on  May  30,  a tornado  in  eastern  South  Dakota  wiped  out  the 
town  of  Spencer  and  killed  six  people. 

"RE : Pine  Ridge  Tornado"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Dun  1999  17:00:11  -0600 
From:  "Dohn  E Hussman"  < jhussman@gwtc . net> 

Subj : Pine  Ridge  Tornado 

All  missing  people  have  been  located  and  are  now  accounted  for.  Death  toll 
still  stands  at  only  one. 

Current  estimates  of  total  housing  damage  include  up  to  fifty  homes 
destroyed  and  about  eighty  more  damaged  to  the  point  of  being 
uninhabitable.  These  figures  reflect  tornado  activity  from  Slim  Buttes  to 
Potato  Creek. 

Governor  Danklow  and  Congressman  Thume  are  in  Oglala  and  were  interviewed 
on  KILI  Radio.  BIA  Superintendent  Robert  Ecoffey  just  finished  speaking  and 
President  Harold  Salway  is  speaking  on  KILI  now. 

Harold  is  asking  that  all  donations  be  sent  directly  to  the  Tribe  (Tribal 
Government).  The  phone  number  to  the  Tribal  Office  is  605-867-5821. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ADDENDUM: 

MONETARY  DONATIONS  MAY  BE  SENT  TO: 

Oglala  Sioux  Tribe 
c/o  HAROLD  SALWAY 
PO  BOX  H 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

They  are  also  in  need  of  food,  blankets,  household  furniture,  kitchen 
supplies  and  equipment,  clothing,  etc. 

GOODS  MAY  BE  DROPPED  or  DELIVERED  TO: 

The  Old  IHS  Hospital 
Contact : 

Pat  Yellow  Hair 
or 

Freida  Poor  Bear 
at:  605-867-1704 
for  details 


"RE;  Tears...  & Rage"  

Date:  Sun,  06  Dun  1999  10:54:21  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj:  Tears...  & rage 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Globe  & Mail  - Saturday,  05  Dune,  1999 
World  Report  Section  - page  A25 

Passages 

Buenos  Aires  - The  last  of  Argentina's  Ona  Indians  has  died,  ending  a 
history  of  a tribe  at  least  9,000  years  old.  The  tribe,  who  inhabited  the 
southernmost  tip  of  south  America,  had  been  decimated  by  disease,  settlers 
and  bounty  hunters.  The  bounties  on  Ona  Indians  were  only  made  illegal  in 


the  1950's. 

Virginia  Choinquitel,  56,  died  of  a heart  attack  last  Wednesday  in  Rio 
Grande,  Tierra  del  Fuego,  a priest  in  the  small  town  announced. 

Argentinean  anthropologist  Miguel  Angel  palermo  said  that  the  last  Ona  man 
died  in  1995. 

- 30  - 

d ' laan 'te ' . . . An  entire  people,  who  numbered  approximately  10,000  in  1850, 
are  completely  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  No  one  says  a word..  But 
a small  fraction  of  another  people  called  Albanians  are  killed  and  the 
armies  of  the  "civilized  world"  jump  on  their  attackers  in  self-righteous 
outrage...  The  ONLY  difference  between  the  victims..?  Skin  color.  The 
Ona  had  the  same  non-white  skins  as  the  250,000-300,000  Maya  massacred  by 
the  CIA-directed  Army  of  Guatemala  under  the  butcher  General  Rio  Mott... 
Obviously  euro-americans  really  believe  that  it's  genocide  only  when  the 
victims  have  white  skins.  When  other  peoples  are  subjected  to  systematic 
eradication  it's  just  an  "'oops!'  of  history". 

Now  someone  dare  try  to  tell  me  that  euro-american  justice  isn't  really 
spelled  j-u-s-t-u-s.  . . Try  to  defend  the  non-action  by  the  hypocritical, 
racist  bastards  that  YOU  elect,  that  YOU  support,  that  YOU  ALLOW  to  be 
racist,  to  behave  like  inhuman  scum...  And  if  you  DO  nothing  about  it,  you 
are  as  guilty  as  the  perpetrators . 
in  grief..,  and  rage... 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Ho-Chunk  Claim  at  Badger  Munitions"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Dun  1999  17:23:39  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Fw:  Q&A:  Ho-Chunk  claim  at  Badger  Munitions,  Wisconsin 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Zoltan  Grossman  <mtn@igc . ape .org> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

**Please  circulate** 

Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger 
FACT  SHEET  ON 
HO-CHUNK  NATION* 

CLAIM  AT  BADGER  MUNITIONS 

(♦--Formerly  the  Wisconsin  Winnebago  Tribe) 

Why  are  the  Badger  lands  important  to  the  Ho-Chunk  people? 

The  lands  now  occupied  by  the  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant  (BAAP) 
have  very  important  historic  and  cultural  significance  to  the  Ho-Chunk 
people  as  it  lies  within  the  Ho-Chunk' s aboriginal  territory  and  includes 
a number  of  historic  and  pre-historic  sites  of  significance.  The 
transfer  of  a portion  of  the  BAAP  land  in  trust  for  the  Nation,  for 
restoration  as  prairie  and  bison  habitat,  the  preservation  of  historic 
and  cultural  sites,  and  for  hospital  and  municipal  fire  protections 
services,  would  enable  the  Nation  to  further  its  mission  to  enhance  the 
quality  of  life  of  Nation  members  and  to  carry  out  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs'  responsibility  to  protect  and  improve  the  trust  of  assets  of 
American  Indian  tribes. 

As  historians  and  anthropologists  have  recognized,  the  Ho-Chunk 
(Winnebago)  people  lived  in  southern  Wisconsin  and  northern  Illinois 
long  before  the  arrival  of  European-Americans . Their  aboriginal  territory 
covered  several  million  acres  and  extended  throughout  southern  Wisconsin, 
>from  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  along  the  Wisconsin, 
Black,  Rock,  Fox  and  Baraboo  Rivers,  to  Lake  Winnebago  and  Green 
Bay,  including  villages  located  within  the  present-day  Sauk  County,  and 
in  particular,  along  the  Wisconsin  River,  near  where  the  Badger  Army 
Ammunition  Plant  is  currently  located.  For  information  search  in  the 
local  library  or  at  the  State  Historical  Society  for  the  Treaties  of 
1829,  1832  and  1837  between  the  United  States  Government  and 


Wisconsin  Winnebago. 

The  land  comprising  the  BAAP  clearly  lies  within  the  territory  that 
the  United  States  recognized  historically  held  by  the  Nation.  Further, 
based  on  a preliminary  cultural  resource  survey  conducted  by 
GEO-Marine,  a contractor  for  the  United  States  Army,  it  appears 
that  the  land  comprising  the  BAAP  contains  at  least  seventeen 
potential  historic  sites,  one  possible  prehistoric  site,  and  at  least 
one  or  more  possible  mound  groups.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
these  lands  contain  remnants  of  tribal  campsites,  villages,  mounds 
and  other  earthen  works.  The  survey  is  only  a preliminary  one  and 
was  conducted  very  recently.  The  potential  historic,  prehistoric, 
and  cultural  sites  within  the  property  have  yet  to  be  examined  and 
evaluated  by  the  Nation,  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society 
(WSHS)  or  other  agencies  and  organizations  have  an  interest  in 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  such  sites.  A search  of  the  WSHS 
records  reveals  837  effigy  and  burial  mounds  were  and  are  located 
in  Sauk  County.  The  BAAP  lands  are  documented  as  having  a high 
volume  of  native  activity. 

Moreover,  the  Nation  wants  to  ensure  that  these  sites  will  be 
preserved  and  protected  for  future  generations  of  Nation's  youth. 

The  preservation  of  these  sites  will  be  an  important  tool  in  the 
education  of  children,  particularly  Indian  children,  about  their  rich 
culture  and  heritage.  Acquisition  of  this  property  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  would  provide,  promote  and  enhance 
the  Ho-Chunk  Nation's  programs  for  historic  and  cultural  resource 
enhancement,  education,  employment,  and  economic  development. 

How  much  land  has  the  Nation  requested? 

The  Nation's  primary  request  is  for  a transfer  of  3050  acres  of  the 
BAAP  lands  suitable  for  restoration  of  bison,  as  this  would  improve 
the  Nation's  current  bison  restoration  project  while  promoting  tribal 
culture,  spiritual  revitalization,  personal  health,  and  ecological 
restoration.  The  Nation's  second  priority  for  BAAP  is  prairie  restoration 
and  protection  and  of  the  cultural,  historic,  and  archaeological 
resources  that  have  been  located  on  the  property.  The  Nation's 
third  priority  is  in  acquisition  of  two  buildings  within  the  BAAP 
facility  including  the  existing  medical  clinic  building  and  adjacent 
office  building  for  use  in  support  of  the  bison  and  prairie  restoration 
efforts.  Acquiring  along  with  these  facilities  would  be  the  associated 
and  necessary  easements  and  existing  infrastructure. 

Why  is  the  Bison  Project  important? 

It  is  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation's  goal  to  improve  Natural  Resources,  the 
Nation's  Bison  Herd,  and  other  Rights  Protection  Programs.  The  Nation 
has  an  ISDA  (Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education  Assistance  Act) 
grant  and  contract  for  prairie  restoration  and  bison  programs  through 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  under  Public  Law  93-638.  Under  this  public 
law,  Indian  tribes  assume  the  responsibility  for  federal  programs  within 
the  various  federal  agencies.  The  Nation  is  committed  to  protect  and 
enhance  the  natural  resources  on  its  lands.  Significant  portions  of  the 
BAAP  land  are  not  only  suitable  for,  but  would  be  greatly  benefited  by 
a prairie  restoration  project  similar  to  the  one  that  the  Nation  has 
undertaken  near  Muscoda,  which  is  also  near  to  the  BAAP  land.  The 
BAAP  facility  is  located  on  lands  that  historically  were  prairies  and 
woodlands.  Since  the  1960 's,  portions  of  the  BAAP  land  have  been  the 
subject  of  wildlife  restoration  projects  undertaken  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  in  conjunction  with  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  various  volunteer  organizations.  The  work  has  included 
the  planting  of  prairie  grasses,  as  well  as,  trees  and  shrubs  to  enhance 
wildlife  habitat  and  food  sources  and  has  occurred  in  a 1,200  acre  site 
in  the  northeast  portion  of  the  property,  as  well  as,  an  additional  169 
acres  along  Highway  12.  The  Nation  would  continue  and  expand  those 
efforts . 

The  Army  also  currently  leases  approximately  2,800  acres  to 
private  farmers  for  grazing  and  for  crops.  The  Nation  would  consider 


continuing  this  practice,  with  rotational  grazing  and  the  development 
of  an  agricultural  plan  to  benefit  local  farmers  willing  to  grow  cash 
crops  and  feed  crops  for  the  bison  herd.  In  addition,  as  the  Nation 
has  done  in  managing  its  existing  bison  herd,  the  Nation  will  take  the 
steps  necessary  to  prevent  transmittal  of  disease  between  bison  and 
cattle  through  vaccination  of  the  bison  herd  as  well  as  control  over 
the  places  where  the  herd  is  permitted  to  graze  to  prevent  such 
problems  from  arising. 

Bison  are  essential  to  the  revitalization  of  Nation's  traditional 
practices  and  culture.  Bison  are  consistent  with  the  prairie 
restoration  wanted  by  the  area  people.  It  does  not  conflict  with, 
but  complements  the  land  use  practices  of  the  Wisconsin  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  at  nearby  Devil's  Lake  State  Park.  It  is  also 
conducive  to  the  reintroduction  of  other  native  species  such  as  the 
greater  prairie  chicken,  elk  and  native  grasses  and  plants.  The  Nation 
will  also  coordinate  its  land  use  plans  for  the  property  with  the  current 
and  nearby  land  users. 

Will  there  be  adverse  effects  on  state  or  local  tax  rolls? 

Acquisition  of  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  Nation  will  not  have  any 
adverse  impact  on  the  state  or  local  tax  rolls  as  the  land  is  currently, 
and  has  been,  exempt  from  state  and  local  property  taxes  since  at 
least  1942  when  BAAP  was  established. 

Under  what  authority  is  this  land  requested? 

The  legal  authority  for  the  acquisition  is  in  accordance  with  Section 
105  (f)(3)  of  Pub.L.  93-638,  the  Indian  Self  Determination  Act  (ISDA), 
as  amended  (Pub.L.  101-644  and  103-413)  which  states  "the  appropriate 
Secretary  may  . . . acquire  excess  or  surplus  Government  personal  or  real 
property  for  donation  to  an  Indian  tribe  or  tribal  organization  if  the 
Secretary  determines  the  property  is  appropriate  for  use  by  the  tribe  or 
tribal  organization  for  a purpose  of  which  a self-determination  contract 
or  grant  agreement  is  authorized  under  this  Act"  and  the  Federal  Property 
and  Administrative  Services  Act.  Also,  federally  recognized  Indian 
tribes  possess  certain  inherent  rights  of  self-government  and  are 
entitled  to  certain  federal  benefits,  services,  and  protection  because 
of  the  special  trust  relationship  through  Article  1,  Section  8 of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Will  there  be  public  access  to  lands  the  Ho-Chunk  may  acquire? 

It  is  the  Nation's  intent  to  permit  public  access  to  the  undeveloped 
portions  of  the  land  and  restored  prairie  areas  where  such  access 
would  not  threaten  the  integrity  of  a cultural  site  or  cultural  resource. 

In  the  future,  could  the  Nation  use  these  lands  for  something  else? 

No,  the  Nation  would  not  be  able  to  alter  the  uses.  The  federal  statutes 
governing  the  disposal,  use  and  reuse  of  excess  federal  lands  for 
federal  agency  to  agency  transfer  imposes  a use  restriction.  Under 
such  conveyances,  the  Nation  is  bound  by  the  uses  proscribed  in  their 
request  to  transfer  the  lands  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  So, 
because  the  Nation  has  stated  that  the  land  is  to  be  preserved  for 
historical  and  cultural  purposes,  restoration  etc.,  that  Nation  could 
not  then  change  the  intended  purpose  to  a use  contrary  to  the  original 
request  and  justification.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  the  use 
of  excess  federal  property  for  education  and  health.  Educational  and 
health  conveyances  and  uses  proscribe  a 30-year  use  period,  after 
which  the  existing  use  of  the  property  may  be  altered. 

Sources  for  this  Fact  Sheet:  Ho-Chunk  Nation  Department  of  Dustice, 
Ho-Chunk  Nation's  Revised  Request  for  Transfer  of  Surplus  Real 
Property  and  Statement  of  Land  Use  Plan  for  a portion  of  the  Badger 
Army  Ammunition  Plant,  May  1998. 

Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger 

CSWAB  is  working  to  empower,  unify,  and  strengthen  communities 
affected  by  environmental  contamination;  to  restore  the  integrity  of 


natural  systems  including  air,  water,  soil,  and  biodiversity;  and  to 
ensure  mutual  respect  and  social  justice  for  all  peoples,  free  from  any 
form  of  discrimination  or  bias.  We  believe  the  lands  now  occupied  by 
Wisconsin's  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant  should  be  devoted  to 
conservation  purposes,  primarily  prairie  and  oak  savanna  restoration, 
along  with  sustainable  agriculture  and  other  compatible  land  uses.  For 
more  information  contact  CSWAB  at:  E12629  Weigand's  Bay  South, 

Merrimac,  WI  53561  (608)  643-3124. 


Letters  of  support  may  be  sent  to: 

Dennis  Spearman 

General  Services  Administration 
230  South  Dearborn  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60604 

Commissioner  Robert  (Bob)  Peck 
General  Services  Administration 
18th  & F Streets,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20405 

David  Barram,  Administrator 
General  Services  Administration 
18th  & F Streets,  N.W.,  Room  6137 
Washington,  D.C.  20405 

Congressman  Tammy  Baldwin 
Wisconsin  Second  Congressional  District 
Attn:  David  Stacy,  Legislative  Assistant 
1020  Longworth  Bldg 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Major  General  Milton  Hunter 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Directorate  of  Military  Programs 
20  Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20314 

Ms.  Ruth  Smith 

Chief  Division  of  Property  Management 
Department  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
1849  C Street,  N.W.  Room  2611 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 

Courtesy  copies  to: 

William  Boulware,  3r. 

Ho-Chunk  Nation  Department  of  Dustice 
P.0.  Box  667 

Black  River  Falls,  WI  54615 

Laura  Olah,  Executive  Director 
Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger 
E12629  Weigand's  Bay  South 
Merrimac,  Wisconsin  53561 
olah@speagle . com 

Phone  (608)643-3124  Fax  (608)643-0005 
Website  http: //www. speagle.com/cswab 


For  more  background  see  the 

Midwest  Treaty  Network  web  site  at 

http : //www. alphacdc . com/treaty/ content . html 

"RE : Potawatomi  in  Kansas"  


Date:  Wed,  02  Dun  1999  00:20:16  -0500 


From:  hdqrs@wonldnet.att.net 

Subj : Article  on  Potawatomi  in  Kansas 


Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http : //cj on line . com/ stories/060199/kan_tags . shtml 


- David  Danielson  cleaned  off  a tribal  license  plate  at  the  Potawatomi 
Tribal  headquarters  last  month  near  Mayetta.  Danielson  is  the  tribal 
registrar  of  motor  vehicles  and  the  designer  of  the  tag. 

The  Associated  Press 


Potawatomi  gamble  on  tribal  rights 

License  plate  flap  all  about  sovereignty,  tribe  says. 

By  CARL  MANNING 
The  Associated  Press 

MAYETTA  --  For  the  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi  Indians,  plans  to  issue  tribal 
nation  license  plates  for  their  vehicles  are  more  about  sovereignty  than  a 
chance  to  sport  a colorful  tag. 

As  some  tribal  council  members  see  it,  the  tag  flap  is  just  another  case 
of  government  disregarding  their  reservation  in  lackson  County  as  a 
sovereign  nation. 

"We  have  been  trying  to  get  an  agreement  for  three  years  with  the  state, 
but  when  we  meet,  we  get  a lot  of  rhetoric  and  no  action,"  said  Mamie 
Rupniki,  chairwoman  of  the  seven-member  tribal  council. 

"Our  tags  are  as  legal  as  anybody  else's,"  Rupniki  said.  "This  is  one  more 
function  in  our  sovereign  status.  The  state  doesn't  want  to  recognize  our 
sovereignty. " 

Rupniki  said  the  121-square-mile  reservation  is  exempt  from  state  control 
under  the  federal  act  making  Kansas  a state  in  1861  --  plus  volumes  of 
federal  laws,  court  decisions  and  treaties  over  the  years. 

The  Potawatomi  has  called  Kansas  home  since  the  1830s,  after  being  forced 
to  leave  its  homelands  in  the  Great  Lakes  area.  In  area  and  population,  the 
Potawatomi  is  the  largest  of  the  four  tribes  with  reservations  in  Kansas. 

The  others  are  the  Sac  and  Fox,  Kickapoo  and  Iowa  tribes. 

Rupniki  said  Indians  have  learned  firsthand  over  the  years  that  what 
government  says  and  what  government  does  aren't  always  the  same. 

"The  government  has  made  treaties  with  other  countries,"  she  said,  "but 
the  ones  with  the  tribes  are  the  only  ones  they  have  changed." 

Rupniki  said  the  tribe  isn't  trying  to  cause  trouble. 

"We  are  just  trying  to  get  along,  trying  to  work  with  the  state  and 
county,"  she  said.  "Flistorically,  the  tribe  has  been  friendly.  Guess  that 
is  why  we  are  on  reservations." 

Rupniki  said  the  tribe's  computer  system  for  motor  vehicle  registrations 
will  be  in  service  this  year. 

"It  is  going  forward  regardless,"  she  said.  "Once  we  get  established, 
others  will  follow." 

The  Department  of  Revenue  is  in  charge  of  issuing  Kansas  plates  and 
carrying  out  state  tax  policy.  Spokeswoman  Angela  Goering  said  the  agency 
has  tried  to  work  with  the  tribe. 

"At  this  time,  we  aren't  allowed  by  state  law  to  recognize  their  tags," 
Goering  said.  "We  haven't  been  given  direction  by  anybody  to  recognize 
those  tags.  Otherwise,  we  would  do  it." 

The  Potawatomi  --  whose  name  means  "people  of  the  place  of  the  fire"  -- 
feels  it  has  pushed  the  tag  issue  as  best  it  can  in  the  hopes  of  getting  a 
test  case  in  court. 

Recently,  a tribal  member  has  driven  state  highways  in  a car  with  the 
tribal  tag.  It  has  black  numbers  on  yellow  background,  and  on  the  left  side 
is  the  tribe's  logo,  a multicolored  shield.  At  the  top  is  "Prairie  Band" 
and  the  at  the  bottom  is  "Potawatomi"  in  black. 

Even  with  a stop  at  the  lackson  County  sheriff's  office,  the  driver 
couldn't  get  someone  to  write  a ticket  for  displaying  the  tribal  tag. 

"We  were  trying  to  get  a ticket,  but  they  have  refused  to  give  us  a 


ticket.  We  want  a test  case/'  said  David  Danielson,  the  tribe's  motor 
vehicle  registrar,  who  designed  the  tag. 

Danielson  said  the  plates  cost  $25  a year  and  are  available  only  to  tribal 
members  living  on  the  reservation  and  keeping  their  vehicles  there.  He  said 
the  tribe  has  2,000  plates  stored  in  boxes  in  his  office. 

Potawatomi  plates  are  legal  in  Minnesota,  he  said,  which  should  make  them 
legal  in  Kansas.  The  state  Supreme  Court  ruled  this  year  that  tribal  tags 
recognized  by  other  states  can  be  recognized  by  Kansas. 

Even  so,  he  added,  "We  can't  issue  them  for  fear  of  getting  in  trouble." 
Tribal  attorney  David  Prager  III  agreed,  saying,  "As  a practical  matter, 
you  could  end  up  with  a lot  of  people  arrested  and  in  trouble." 

Prager  said  the  Potawatomi  may  go  to  court  to  resolve  the  matter.  He  said 
the  first  principle  of  Indian  law  is  that  tribes  are  independent  entities 
with  sovereign  powers  of  self-government. 

"We  have  tried  to  work  out  an  agreement,  but  they  refuse  to  do  anything 
to  move  in  the  tribe's  direction,"  Prager  said.  "We  are  going  to  have  to  go 
(to  court)  each  time,  until  they  realize  what  state  laws  are  preempted  by 
the  federal  government." 

Tribal  tags  isn't  the  only  Indian  sovereignty  issue,  nor  the  Potawatomi 
the  only  tribe  involved. 

The  Potawatomi  filed  a federal  lawsuit  to  keep  the  state  from  collecting 
motor  fuels  tax  from  a filling  station  the  tribe  plans  to  operate  on  its 
land.  The  tribe  imposes  a tax  on  fuel  to  pay  for  road  and  bridge 
maintenance  on  the  reservation. 

"Indian  nations  have  a fundamental  right  to  tax  and  receive  revenue," 
Prager  said.  "The  problem  is  when  state  taxes  interfere  with  that 
fundamental  right  in  the  form  of  double  taxation." 

But  revenue  spokeswoman  Goering  said,  "This  is  not  something  that  any 
decision  has  been  made  about  yet.  If  we  would  be  taxing  the  fuel,  it  would 
be  on  the  distributors,  not  the  tribe." 

Last  year,  the  Sac  and  Fox,  Kickapoo  and  Iowa  got  a federal  court  order 
to  prevent  the  state  from  collecting  the  fuels  tax  from  the  distributor  on 
fuel  they  planned  to  sell.  The  state's  appeal  of  that  order  is  pending. 

Also,  the  Kickapoo  last  month  got  a temporary  order  from  a federal  judge 
barring  Brown  County  officials  from  going  on  their  reservation  to  serve 
civil  court  papers  or  to  repossess  vehicles. 

"It's  time  for  them  to  respect  tribal  sovereignty,"  Prager  said,  "and  not 
try  to  erode  away  every  tribal  power." 

Key  dates  in  history  of  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi  Indian  tribe: 

1400s:  First  migration  to  Michigan's  lower  peninsula.  According  to  tribal 
tradition,  the  Potawatomi,  Odawas  and  Ojibwas  were  a single  tribe. 

1634:  First  known  contact  by  Potawatomi  with  white  people. 

1776:  Potawatomi  at  first  stayed  neutral  in  Revolutionary  War  but  later 
allied  with  British  in  a losing  battle. 

1830:  Indian  Removal  Act  becomes  government  policy,  depriving  Potawatomi  of 
additional  land  through  the  treaty. 

1833:  Potawatomi  relinquish  homeland  in  Great  Lakes  area;  tribe  splinters 
with  some  moving  west,  others  going  to  Canada  and  some  finding  refuge  in 
nearby  forests. 

1837:  Potawatomi  divide  into  two  groups;  one  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  area; 
the  other  in  Linn  County,  Kan. 

1846:  Treaty  reunites  two  Potawatomi  groups;  one  on  the  Kansas  River  and 
the  other  in  present  day  lackson  County. 

1854:  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  opened  tribal  land  to  settlers. 

1861:  Kansas  Territory  Enabling  Act  passed,  creating  state  and  stipulating 
no  state  jurisdiction  over  Indians. 

1861:  New  treaty  initiated;  tribe  in  Linn  County  became  U.S.  citizens; 
other  group.  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi,  retained  common  land  and  followed 
traditional  ways. 

1867:  Treaty  of  1861  revised;  two  new  tribes  formed;  Prairie  Band  kept 
77,358  acres  in  Dackson  County. 

1887:  Dawes  Act  passed,  forcing  Indians  to  surrender  additional  land; 
government  started  assimilating  Indians  into  white  culture. 

1924:  Enactment  of  Indian  Citizenship  Act,  granting  voting  rights  and  U.S. 


citizenship  to  all  Indians. 

1988:  National  Indian  Gaming  Act  passed. 

1995:  Legislature  approves  tribal-state  compact  allowing  the  four  tribes  in 
Kansas  to  operate  casinos. 

1998:  Potawatomi  opens  permanent  casino. 

Source:  The  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi,  "Chapters  in  Time." 
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Services  commemorate  veterans 
c.  The  Associated  Press 
6/1/99 

A special  church  service  in  northern  New  Mexico  remembered  the  32 
Confederate  soldiers  killed  in  an  almost  forgotten  Civil  War  battle  137 
years  ago. 

Elsewhere  in  the  state,  the  Walk  with  the  Warriors  honored  veterans  with 
a trek  across  the  Navajo  reservation. 

And  veterans  throughout  the  state  recalled  their  service  and  that  of 
fallen  comrades. 

Although  the  bodies  of  the  Confederate  soldiers  killed  in  the  1862  Battle 
of  Apache  Canyon  have  never  been  located,  the  soldiers  were  honored  with  a 
special  Mass  three  days  before  Memorial  Day  in  the  tiny  community  of 
Canoncito,  near  the  battlefield.  Afterward,  the  Rev.  Bennett  3.  Voorhies 
blessed  a new  roadside  shrine  commemorating  one  of  the  two  Civil  War 
skirmishes  fought  northeast  of  Santa  Fe. 

"(The  Confederate  soldiers)  are  buried  out  there  somewhere,"  said  Alfonso 
G.  Sanchez,  a former  district  attorney  who  organized  Friday's  events. 
Sanchez,  a veteran  of  two  wars,  said,  "It's  holy  ground,  a cemetery.  Those 
soldiers  buried  there,  they  might  have  been  Protestants,  they  might  have 
been  Catholics,  they  might  have  been  lews.  But  they  are  young  men,  just  like 
you  and  me." 

Fie  built  the  "Gettysburg  of  the  West"  monument  on  land  he  owns  between  the 
northbound  lane  of  Interstate  25  and  railroad  tracks  north  of  Apache  Canyon. 
Drivers  on  the  interstate  can  see  a huge  U.S.  flag  and  a sign  atop  a 
concrete  structure  that  says,  "Glorieta,  Gettysburg  of  the  West."  Above  the 
structure  is  a white  stuffed  bird,  symbolizing  the  dove  of  peace.  There  also 
are  32  small  metal  crosses,  one  for  each  soldier. 

Confederates  came  through  New  Mexico  in  hopes  of  seizing  the  silver  mines 
in  neighboring  Colorado  and  the  seaports  and  mines  of  California. 

The  Union  victory  at  Apache  Canyon  helped  thwart  Confederate  plans  to 
conquer  the  West. 

"This  is  history  here,"  Sanchez  said.  "This  battle  was  just  as  important 
as  Gettysburg." 

On  Thursday,  the  annual  Walk  with  the  Warriors,  a 700-mile  journey  that 
began  on  May  6 this  year,  ended  at  Aztec's  Korean  War  Veterans  Memorial 
Park. 

The  third  annual  trek  left  from  Farmington's  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial 
Park,  and  the  walkers  traveled  around  the  Navajo  Nation,  which  is  the  size 
of  West  Virginia. 

"It's  for  all  veterans,  not  just  Native  Americans,"  said  Chester  Clah,  a 
veteran  who  walked  during  different  parts  of  the  journey.  "This  is  like  an 
awareness  to  get  people  to  recognize  the  veterans." 

lake  Singer,  a Vietnam  veteran  who  played  a major  role  in  organizing  the 
walk,  said  walkers  carried  a traditional  warrior  staff  "to  reinstill 
traditional  beliefs,  the  preservation  of  the  culture  and  also  protection 


from  any  negativity  ...  It  is  for  the  salvation  of  oun  children, 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren." 

The  staff  had  eagle  feathers,  sacks  of  corn  pollen,  buffalo  hair,  deer 
skin,  elk  skin,  beaver  fur,  sweet  grass  - representing  herbs  and  medicine  - 
and  symbols  representing  the  military. 

Robert  Thomas,  who  carried  a flag  from  Beclabito  to  Shiprock  on  the  walk, 
said  he  is  not  a veteran,  but  "I  just  wanted  to  show  my  support  for  the  men 
who  protected  us." 

Throughout  New  Mexico,  veterans  such  as  Arthur  lasso  of  Deming  recalled 
their  service,  lasso,  who  lied  about  his  age  to  enlist  at  17,  was  one  of 
seven  brothers  from  Deming  who  served  in  World  War  II. 

At  one  point  in  1945,  lasso,  who  was  in  the  Navy,  was  on  a transport  ship 
in  the  Leyte  Gulf  in  the  Philippines.  He  didn't  know  it  until  after  the  war, 
but  one  of  his  brothers,  Stanley,  who  was  in  the  Army,  also  was  on  a ship  in 
the  same  convoy.  Two  other  brothers  were  in  Manila,  but  neither  one  knew  the 
other  was  there. 

All  returned  home  from  the  war,  but  their  mother  had  died  in  March  1945, 
before  the  brothers  were  reunited  in  Deming. 

This  Memorial  Day,  lasso,  72,  was  remembering  not  only  the  veterans  killed 
on  duty,  but  also  four  of  his  brothers  who  are  no  longer  alive. 

"To  me.  Memorial  Day  is  something  to  be  proud  of,"  lasso  said. 
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Narragansett  Indians  drilling  test  wells  --  for  spring  water 
The  tribe  has  signed  a "letter  of  intent"  with  California-based 
Indian  Wells  Water  Co.  to  develop  a bottling  plant  on  tribal  land. 

By  ELIZABETH  ABBOTT 
c.  Providence  lournal 
6/1/99 

CHARLESTOWN  --As  the  Narragansett  Indian  tribe  wages  a public  battle  to 
build  a casino  in  West  Warwick,  it  is  quietly  pursuing  another  avenue  to 
economic  self-sufficiency:  bottled  water. 

Working  with  Indian  Wells  Water  Co.,  a California-based  company,  the 
tribe  is  conducting  exploratory  drilling  on  its  1,800  acres  in 
Charlestown  with  the  hope  of  finding  a spring  that  could  support  a 
bottling  plant. 

Success  may  be  imminent. 

Officials  from  Indian  Wells  told  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  two  months 
ago  that  they  found  a suitable  spring  in  Charlestown  and  plan  to  build  a 
$7-  to  $9-million  bottling  plant  there  within  six  months.  The  plant 
could  produce  10  million  cases  of  water  annually  and  generate  $70  to  $80 
million  in  revenue  a year,  the  company's  chief  executive  officer.  Dames 
M.  Stevens,  said. 

Stevens  is  well  regarded  in  the  $4. 3-billion  bottled-water  industry. 

He  was  formerly  the  chief  operating  officer  of  Coca-Cola  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  Suntory  Water  Group,  the  second-largest 
bottled-water  company  in  the  United  States. 

But  last  week,  the  future  of  the  project  sounded  less  certain.  A 
spokesman  for  Indian  Wells  said  the  company  was  working  to  finalize  an 
agreement  with  the  Narragansetts,  but  he  refused  to  confirm  or  deny 
Stevens's  statement.  Stevens  could  not  be  reached. 

"I  do  believe  there  is  water  on  the  property,"  said  the  spokesman,  who 
insisted  on  anonymity. 

But  the  company  hasn't  decided  on  a particular  site  and  testing 
continues,  he  said. 


The  Narragansetts ' chief  sachem,  Matthew  Thomas,  described  the  venture 
as  being  in  its  "infancy."  In  addition  to  ensuring  the  water's 
quality,  the  tribe  must  approve  any  agreement  with  Indian  Wells  before 
the  project  can  go  forward,  he  said. 

The  Narragansetts  have  signed  a "letter  of  intent"  with  Indian  Wells 
to  develop  a bottling  plant  on  tribal  land;  Indian  Wells  has  similar 
agreements  with  four  other  North  American  tribes.  But  the  deal  is 
contingent  on  finding  adequate  water  and  reaching  a final  agreement  with 
the  tribe. 

"We  have  quite  a ways  to  go,"  Thomas  said. 

Asked  whether  he  supports  the  idea  of  building  a bottling  plant  on  the 
tribe's  settlement  area,  a largely  undeveloped  tract  in  the  heart  of 
Charlestown,  Thomas  said  it  wasn't  his  decision  to  make. 

"Let's  just  say  I'm  in  favor  of  economic  development,"  Thomas  said. 

The  Narragansetts  could  benefit  significantly  from  a bottling  plant 
under  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  intent.  Not  only  does  Indian  Wells 
promise  to  finance  construction,  but  also  the  tribe  would  receive  all 
profits  from  the  water's  sale. 

Indian  Wells  would  make  money  from  distribution  and  marketing 
agreements,  the  company  spokesman  said. 

Indian  Wells  has  promised  the  same  deal  to  the  four  other  tribes  with 
whom  it  has  agreements.  They  are  the  Catawba  of  South  Carolina,  the 
Poarch  Creek  of  Alabama,  the  Squaxin  Island  of  Washington  and  the  Mille 
Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  from  Minnesota. 

The  casino-rich  Mille  Lacs  have  invested  $10  million  in  Indian  Wells. 

"We  are  doing  this  because  we  are  committed  to  doing  more  than  just 
bringing  another  bottled  water  to  the  competitive  marketplace,"  Stevens 
and  cofounder  Brian  N.  McCarthy  wrote  in  a mission  statement  published 
on  the  Internet  last  year. 

"Our  vision  is  to  be  the  best  bottled-water  company  in  the  industry 
while  enhancing  the  economic  condition  and  self-determination  of  Native 
Americans . " 

But  Indian  Wells  is  in  its  infancy,  a fact  that  could  influence  the 
outcome  of  the  Narragansett  Indian  project.  Founded  in  1997  by  McCarthy, 
a retired  Navy  rear  admiral,  the  company  has  yet  to  build  a bottling 
plant  on  Indian  land.  A year  ago,  the  company  started  selling  bottled 
water  with  the  Indian  Wells  label  in  Arizona  and  the  San  Franciso  Bay 
area,  but  that  water  comes  from  a non-Indian  source  in  Sedona,  Ariz. 

The  industry  Indian  Wells  is  attempting  to  enter  has  become  very 
competitive  in  recent  years. 

"You're  seeing  very  big  companies  get  aggressive  in  bottled  water, 
which  makes  it  tougher  for  new  companies,"  said  Gary  Hemphill  of 
Beverage  Marketing  Corp.,  a research  and  consulting  firm  for  the 
beverage  industry. 

Coke  and  Pepsi  are  among  the  giants  who  have  entered  the  field. 

Sales  of  bottled  water  are  expected  to  grow  considerably  in  the  next  few 

years,  especially  in  the  category  Indian  Wells  falls  into,  called 

"retail  premium."  This  category  refers  to  the  small,  portable  plastic 
bottles  of  water  sold  in  convenience  stores  and  supermarkets . 

Sales  in  this  category  grew  30  percent  last  year  and  are  expected  to 

grow  another  25  to  30  percent  this  year,  Hemphill  said.  By  the  year  2005 

bottled  water  is  expected  to  be  second  only  to  carbonated  beverages  as 
the  biggest-selling  category  of  beverage,  he  said. 

But  Indian  Wells  has  a concept  that  could  help  to  set  it  apart  from  the 
pack,  Hemphill  said.  This  concept  was  described  in  the  company's  mission 
statement  as  follows: 

"Indian  Wells  recognizes  that  although  tribes  may  not  have  the 
financial  resources  necessary  to  develop  a large  business  enterprise, 
they  do  possess  valuable  resources:  their  people,  their  culture,  their 
land  and  their  water.  These  resources  are  highly  desirable  to  the 
consumer  and  allow  Indian  Wells  to  state  that  Indian  Wells  bottled  water 
is  a "Native  American  Product."  This  sets  Indian  Wells  apart  from  all 
other  bottled  waters  on  the  grocery  store  shelf  and  provides  the 
consumer  with  a unique  incentive  to  purchase." 


Indian  Wells  has  its  headquarters  in  Sonoma,  Calif.  It  currently  employs 
about  10  people  full  time.  It  is  not  clear  what  financial  resources  the 
company  has  apart  from  the  $10-million  investment  from  the  Mille  Lacs. 

The  company  spokesman  conceded  Indian  Wells  is  attempting  to  crack  a 
tough  industry,  but  he  said  a lot  of  people  are  working  very  hard  to 
make  the  company's  vision  a reality. 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Benefit/Behe ' s Video"  

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Date:  Sat,  05  Jun  1999  22:17:00  -0800 

Subj : More  on  Big  Mt.  Benefit;  More  on  Behe's  Video 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Thu,  03  Hun  1999  08:02:04  -0700 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

Subj:  Re:  BIG  MTN . BENEFIT 

Please  Post 

The  benefit  at  Aztlan  Cultural  Center  was  a great  success  because: 

1- The  elders  has  plenty  of  time  to  speak  to  the  crowds  and  were  able  to 
meet  with  local  activists,  leaders  etc.  in  private  forums  to  further  the 
universal  efforts  that  we  all  are  involved  in. 

2- Flelen  Anderson  and  Rosie  fed  EVERYONE  great  food  and  piles  of  it  too! 

3-  Andy,  John  and  Eagle,  the  main  organizers,  remained  calm  under  sometimes 
stressful  situations  and  saw  to  it  they  everyone  that  was  coming  at  them 

with  their  hands  out  got  paid  accordingly.  They  managed  simultaneous  activities 
both  inside  and  outside  the  center.  They  organized  a prayer  ceremony  to 
begin  the  show  that  was  outstanding. 

4-  The  Elders  were  made  very  comfortable,  taken  to  and  from  Big  Mountain 
on  a private  bus  with  sleeping  quarters. 

5-  Special  thanks  to  Jennifer  Waggoner  of  SOL  for  driving  that  bus, 
breaking  down,  hanging  in  there  and  taking  heat  unduly  given  her  by  others. 

6-  The  bands,  especially  Blackfire,  for  coming  a long  way,  having  great 
attitude,  a great  manager  (Berta  Benally)  and  talking  about  the  issues 
while  on  stage. 

7-  A unified  crowd  that  was  respectful  during  speaking  engagements,  remained 
attentive  and  pulled  through  when  the  finances  needed  to  be  raised. 

Awareness  was  raised,  a little  money  (about  800)  went  to  the  Dineh.  The 
money  is  being  carried  back  to  Big  Mountain  by  John  Benally  to  be  presented 
to  the  circle  of  Dineh  that  he  works  with.  The  Elders  and  other  Dineh  that 
were  here  in  LA  decided  it  should  go  to  the  ceremony  fund  and  that  is  what 
they  want  to  present  to  their  brethren  back  home. 

Congratulations  Unity  of  Nations-Los  Angeles.  Your  first  time  out  you 
raised  the  standard. 

Mauro 

SOL 


Date:  Tue,  01  Jun  1999  15:40:28  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Bahe  Yazzie  Katenay  <byk@dana.ucc.nau.edu> 

Subj:  Second  announcement:  Dineh  video... 

Greetings  supporters  and  concerned  individuals, 

Flere  is  the  first  release  statement  for  the  "Family  of  the  Great  Mystery" 
video  and  which  has  been  revised  a little.  For  those  who  inquired  about 
copies  or  other  information,  the  sale  of  this  video  has  provided  me  no 
great  funding  or  profit,  but  will  assist  me  greatly  in  doing  continued 
support  work  by  making  it  possible  for  my  travels  to  the  land.  Also,  this 
is  not  apart  of  Solcommunication ' s "Vanishing  Prayer"  video. 

Running  time  is  55  minutes  and  is  available  only  on  VHS  format,  and  for 
those  foreign  interest  I have  PAL  format  available.  Price  in  the  U.S.  is 
$19  and  for  foreign  orders  it  is  22  USD. 


Thank  You  for  your  interest,  Bahe 


My  Mailing  Address  is: 

Bahe  Katenay 

1109  South  Plaza  Way  Suite  431 
Flagstaff,  Arizona  86001 
Please  allow  a couple  weeks  for  delivery. 


RE-RELEASE 

"FAMILY  of  the  GREAT  MYSTERY" 

Now,  at  the  end  of  the  twentieth  century,  there  is  the  unfortunate 
situation  with  the  Dineh  and  Flopi  nations  in  northeastern  Arizona:  a 
situation  devised  by  the  federal  government.  The  traditional  Dineh  clearly 
explain  their  ancient  coexistence  with  Hopi  nations  in  accordance  to  a 
Supreme  Law  of  Creation  that  they  do  not  consider  as  mythology. 

The  contents  of  this  documentary  depict  the  Big  Mountain  peoples 
involvement  in  certain  activities  since  1985  and  up  until  1991.  The 
testimony  by  the  Big  Mountain  residents  is  intended  to  reflect  all 
aboriginal  peoples  experience  under  European  colonial  rule  within  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  It  also  intends  to  explain  the  historical  aspects  of 
U.S.  governments  interest  and  interventions  to  divide  the  neighboring 
tribes  in  order  to  control  and  secure  accesses  to  the  mineral  resources. 
The  international  Indigenous  representatives  share  testimony  as  well  to 
support  the  Dinehs  resistance  to  the  inhumane,  U.S.  Indian  policies  since 
1975,  and  to  bring  about  further  understanding  that  all  indigenous 
struggles  are  similar.  Non-Indians  in  this  documentary  represent  a larger 
group  who  have  been  directly  involved  with  the  Big  Mountain  issues  plus 
other  indigenous  concerns,  and  these  non-Indians  are  committed  to  their 
own  beliefs  that  is  based  upon  their  roots  or  ancestry. 

Thus,  this  presentation  hopes  to  confront  the  western  concepts  of  view 
that  indigenous  tribes  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  as  recent  arrivals  via 
simple  wandering.  By  listening  to  the  testimonials  from  these  Dineh 
resistors  to  relocation,  one  must  overcome  this  type  of  western, 
scientific  thought  and  reconnect  their  humanity  to  the  forces  of  natural 
evolutions  and  thereby,  acknowledge  what  exactly  dictates  our  human 
destiny.  The  Dineh  prophecy  urges  that  such  force  relocation  off  Black 
Mesa  should  be  a critical  human  concern,  and  if  the  Four  Corners  region  is 
disrupted  severely,  then  purification  shall  prevail.  As  of  the  re-release 
of  this  documentary,  the  continued  devastation  of  the  Dineh  culture  has 
resulted  in  only  30  families  remaining  to  uphold  an  ancient  covenant  to 
defend  Black  Mesa  from  human-industrial  destruction. 

This  video  documentary  was  co-written  and  directed  by  Bahe  Katenay 
(NaBahe  Keediniihii)  who  is  born  and  raised  in  Big  Mountain,  and  is  a long 
time,  sovereign  activist.  A larger  aspect  of  contribution  in  research  and 
writing  goes  to  Dohn  Redhouse  who  is  cofounder  of  the  National  Indian 
Youth  Council  (1968-present),  and  currently  is  director  of  a 
cultural/environmental  research  firm,  Wright  Productions  based  out  of 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  Robert  Dorman 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet . com 
IP  Address:  office57.theofficenet.com 

"RE : Chiapas  Schools  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  05  Dun  1999  15:24:55  -0700 
From:  mexicopeace  <mexicopeace@igc.org> 

Subj : Chiapas  Schools  Update 

Schools  for  Chiapas  * Chanobjunetic  ta  Chiapas 
Dune  5,  1999 


Index  for  this  email: 

1.  Teacher  training  continues  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II. 

2.  Summer  trips  filling  up  fast!  Applications  deadline  extended. 

3.  Please  open  your  hearts  - Summer  1999  Fund  Appeal. 

4.  Coupon  for  Summer  1999  Fund  Appeal. 

5.  School  bond  program  description. 

6.  "Maya  Dignity  Tours  detailed  description  and  dates. 

7.  Email  subscription/unsubscription  information. 


1.  Teacher  training  continues  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II 
We  have  received  word  from  Chiapas  that  the  future  teachers  of  the 
Zapatista  Rebellious  Autonomous  Education  System  are  working  hard  to 
prepare  themselves  to  open  the  school  for  200+  students  (See  "Open  your 
heart"  letter  below.)  Despite  the  complexity  of  designing  an  innovative 
curriculum  and  learning  many  new  skills  and  concepts,  these  young 
indigenous  men  and  women  are  making  great  progress. 


2.  Summer  trips  filling  up  fast!  School  construction  deadline  extended. 
Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Team  11:  Duly  11  to  Duly  25 
(Three  spaces  remain  - final  deadline  Dune  19) 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  12:  Aug.  8 to  Aug.  22 
(Nine  spaces  remain) 

To  apply  call  (619)  232-2841  or  www.igc.org/mexicopeace/  . Don't  miss  it! 
Maya  Dignity  Tour:  Duly  8 to  Aug.  4 (See  full  description  below) 


4.  Please  open  your  hearts  - Summer  1999  Fund  Appeal 

This  document  is  being  sent  by  U.S.  mail  to  as  many  homes  as  we  can  afford 
postage  and  printing.  You'll  save  us  a lot  of  money  if  you'll  give 
directly  from  this  email  appeal!  Please  donate  TODAY! 

Dear  friend. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  education  and  peace  in  Chiapas, 
MEXICO! 

For  the  third  summer  "Schools  for  Chiapas"  is  preparing  to  send 
international  teams  of  volunteers  into  the  Zapatista  highlands  of  Chiapas 
and  we  need  your  help.  After  two  short  years  of  work  - and  centuries  of 
injustice  - the  Maya  educational  complex  at  the  civilian  center  of  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  is  now  filled  with  the  laughter,  energy,  music  and 
enthusiasm  of  young  indigenous  men  and  women  studying  diligently  to  become 
the  teachers  who  will  save  their  culture  and  communities. 

Sadly,  I still  cannot  personally  visit  the  campus,  but  volunteers  in  the 
three  School  Construction  Teams  which  have  lived  and  learned  in  Oventic 
since  my  expulsion  last  summer  have  been  amazed  at  the  sophistication  of 
the  curriculum  which  is  begin  developed.  The  overwhelming  vote  by 
millions  of  Mexican  people  supporting  the  Zapatista  plebiscite  on  March  22, 
1999  suggests  that  the  message  from  the  Maya  rebels  of  Chiapas  continues  to 
resonate  and  develop. 

Flowever,  it's  the  photos  and  letters  from  the  Oventic  teachers  that 
always  bring  tears  to  my  eyes. 

These  inspirational  educators  are  extraordinarily  young  Maya  people  in  the 
forefront  of  what  they  call  the  "Autonomous  Rebellious  Zapatista  Education 
System".  This  emerging  school  system  has  the  modest  goal  of  "developing 
experimental  models  for  a new  type  of  public  school  education  around  the 
world".  Zapatista  teaching  makes  frequent  use  of  theatre-like 
interpretations  of  complicated  ideas,  multilingual  discussions  drawing  from 
contemporary  and  traditional  Maya  stories,  and  enormous  amounts  of  laughter 
and  music.  The  school  board  and  teachers  have  now  asked  us  to  assist  in 
the  formation  of  "advisory  committees"  and  "sister  schools"  to  discuss  the 
new  teaching  methodology  and  curriculum  coming  from  Oventic.  Would  you 
consider  helping  in  this  area? 

Despite  the  optimism  and  hope  embodied  by  the  teacher  training  program, 
the  school  at  Oventic  is  still  surrounded  by  grim  realities. 

The  Mexican  government  remains  opposed  to  the  dream  of  autonomous,  public 
schools  for  indigenous  peoples.  Threats  against  the  school  at  Oventic  and 
the  Mexican  teachers  who  are  cooperating  in  the  teacher  training  program 


multiply.  Helicopter  overflights,  heavily  armed  military  patrols,  and  the 
constant  intimidation  of  paramilitaries  are  a daily  reality.  Over  twenty 
thousand  Maya  people  expelled  by  government  sanctioned  paramilitary 
violence  continue  non-violent  resistance  in  refugee  camps.  These  people 
are  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  send  their  children  to  autonomous 
schools  and  to  return  to  their  villages. 

The  dream  that  the  "Primero  de  Enero"  school  at  Oventic  represents  - of 
a better  future  for  indigenous  children  - is  as  important  as  food  and 
medicine  for  the  many  indigenous  families  who  are  bearing  the  brunt  in  the 
international  struggle  for  peace  and  justice  that  is  called  Chiapas.  Your 
financial  support  at  this  moment  will  allow  the  indigenous  teacher  training 
program  to  continue,  pay  to  install  a new  portable  water  system,  and  buy 
books  for  the  "Primero  de  Enero"  secondary  school. 

Your  donation  affirms  the  right  of  indigenous  peoples'  everywhere  to 
direct  their  future  and  educate  their  young. 

The  "Primero  de  Enero"  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  represents  one 
of  the  most  proactive,  highly  visible,  and  inspiring  projects  in  Chiapas, 
MEXICO.  This  school  represents  hope  and  belief  that  a better  day  is  coming 
for  the  Maya  people;  it  represents  the  triumph  of  reason  and  learning  over 
irrationality  and  violence;  most  fundamentally,  the  school  at  Oventic 
suggests  that  in  the  face  of  globalization  the  Maya  people  of  Chiapas, 
MEXICO  will  survive  into  the  21st  century.  A few  of  the  accomplishments  of 
the  "Primero  de  Enero"  school  have  been: 

+ Involvement  of  thousands  of  indigenous  volunteers  in  the  construction  of 
four  classrooms,  two  dormitories,  a print  shop,  a cafeteria  and  kitchen, 
and  a computer  laboratory. 

+ Cooperation  under  indigenous  leadership  of  hundreds  of  donors  and 
volunteers  from  18  countries. 

+ Production  of  regular  updates  to  congressional  offices  in  Mexico  and  the 
United  States. 

+ Creation  of  a monthly  email  magazine,  a web  page,  dozens  of  newsletters 
in  many  languages. 

+ Formation  of  sister  schools  four  countries;  curriculum  advisory  teams  are 
being  formed. 

+ Delivery  of  over  5000  high  quality  books  and  a functioning  computer  lab 
to  Oventic. 

This  is  a successful  educational  and  development  project  that  deserves  your 
assistance  TODAY!  In  the  immediate  future  your  aid  will  allow  the 
indigenous  of  Chiapas  to: 

+ Complete  an  intense,  community  directed  teacher  preparation  program  for 
twenty  indigenous  men  and  women  who  will  serve  in  the  school  at  Oventic. 

+ Install  a portable  water  and  sanitation  system  for  200+  boarding  school 
resident  students. 

+ Lay  the  floor  and  set  up  equipment  for  the  school  cafeteria  and  kitchen. 

+ Purchase  needed  books,  educational  supplies,  and  audiovisual  material  for 
the  school  library. 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  such  simple  needs  - or  the  desire  for  community 
run  schools  respectful  of  indigenous  languages  and  culture  - could  be 
controversial.  However  as  the  recent  invasion  of  San  Andres,  my  permanent 
expulsion  from  Mexico,  and  the  ongoing  public  denunciations  of  the  school 
at  Oventic  makes  it  clear,  there  are  powerful  interests  opposed  to  simple 
justice. 

Please  be  as  generous  as  possible  at  this  moment  in  your  support  of  a 
peoples'  desire  to  be  free.  loin  the  Maya  people  of  Chiapas  in  offering 
hope  for  children  everywhere. 

Por  y para  los  ninos, 

Peter  Brown,  Executive  Director 

Schools  for  Chiapas  * Chanobjunetic  ta  Chiapas 

ps.  The  first  team  of  volunteers  will  leave  for  Oventic  on  Duly  11,  1999  - 
please  return  the  enclosed  envelope  by  that  date  if  possible!  There  are 
still  several  openings  in  this  summer's  rustic  "Chiapas  Schools 
Construction  Teams"  plus  our  new  "Maya  Dignity  Tours"  offers  relaxed  and 


comfortable  views  of  ancient  and  modern  Maya  life.  Subscribe  to  our  email 
server  at  <mexicopeace@igc.org>  or  call  (619)  232-2841.  Remember, 
selling  $5  school  bonds  is  still  a great  way  to  help! 


3.  Coupon  for  making  a donation  for  Chiapas 

YES!  I help  continue  to  make  the  dream  of  Maya  education  possible  in  the 
Zapatista  center  of  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II.  Here's  a few  things  my 
donation  will  make  possible... 

( ) $2000  one  future  teachers'  complete  training. 

( ) $75  = transportation  for  all  intern  teachers  transportation  for 

future  teachers. 

( ) $325  = one  week's  food  for  the  entire  teacher  training  institute. 

( ) $110  = one  future  teacher's  books  and  supplies. 

( ) $22  = one  concrete  supported  water  faucet  installed  at  the  school. 

( ) $250  = one  composting  toilet. 

( ) $ Other. 

( ) Also  please  send  me  packets  of  school  bonds! 

Name:  Phone: 

Address : 

City:  State:  Zip: 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  "Grass  Roots  Events,  :INC"  and  clearly  marked 
"Schools  for  Chiapas". 

Mailing  address  is:  1717  Kettner  Blvd.,  Suite  125,  San  Diego,  CA  92101 
(619)  232-2841 


5.  School  Bond  Program  Description 

Schools  bonds  are  an  easy  to  use  fund  raising  device  to  introduce  Zapatista 
education  movement  to  your  friends,  family,  or  co-worders.  The 
attractively  designed  bonds  cost  $5.00  each  and  come  in  packets  of  twenty. 
We  will  send  the  bonds  to  you  at  no  cost  and  you  can  sell  as  many  as 
possible  at  your  own  pace.  Then  you  send  us  the  money  you  raise  and  any 
outstanding  bonds.  One  hundred  percent  of  the  money  from  bonds  is  handed 
directly  to  the  indigenous  school  board  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II.  For 
additional  information  (619)238-4708. 


6.  "Maya  Dignity  Tours  detailed  description  and  dates.  Maya  Dignity  Tours: 
Ancient  Cities  and  Modern  Dreams 

Tour  I:  Wednesday,  Duly  28,  1999  to  Wednesday,  Aug.  4,  1999 

Tour  II:  Wednesday,  Oct.  27,  1999  to  Wednesday,  Nov.  3,  1999  (Day  of  the 

Dead  special  focus) 

Tour  III:  Wednesday,  Dec.  29,  1999  to  Wednesday,  Ian.  5,  2000  (New  Years 
2000) . 

Experience  the  splendor  of  ancient  Maya  civilization  while  learning  about 
modern  Maya  culture  and  life  which  is  changing  the  face  of  Mexico.  Visit 
the  breathtaking  ancient  city  of  Palenque,  explore  the  colonial  delights  of 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  walk  in  lush  tropical  rain  forests,  and  meet 
indigenous  Zapatista  rebels  bursting  with  enthusiasm  for  Maya  directed 
educational,  cultural,  health,  and  economic  development  projects  they  have 
begun  or  dream  of  beginning.  Visit  autonomous  Maya  municipalities,  popular 
churches  and  magnificent  cathedrals,  Maya  educational  and  health  projects, 
and  women's  cooperatives  offering  extraordinary  artisan  crafts. 

Comfortable  hotels  and  relaxing  transportation  with  knowledgeable  bilingual 
guides  will  open  a new  world  of  optimism  for  the  future  and  respect  for  the 
past.  Optional  overnight  stay  in  Maya  village;  special  seminars  will  be 
arranged  to  meet  individual  participants'  requests. 

$1150  cost  from  the  capital  of  Chiapas,  MEXICO  (Tuxla  Gutierrez). 

Price  includes: 

Double  rooms  in  clean,  comfortable  hotels 

Daily  breakfast  and  lunch 

Travel  in  safe  and  comfortable  vans 


Airport  transfers 
Knowledgeable  bilingual  guides 
Chiapas  orientation  packet 

Entrance  fee  to  the  Palenque  archaeological  site 

Boat  tour  of  Sumaldero  Canyon 

Optional  overnight  stay  in  Maya  village. 

Ten  percent  discount  for  fully  paid  two  month  advance  booking,  loin  us  in 
the  misty  mountains  and  steamy  jungles  of  Chiapas,  MEXICO  by  sending  an 
application  with  a non-refundable  deposit  of  $100  at  least  six  weeks  before 
departure!  Grass  Roots  Events  will  arrange  your  air  package  or  you  may  book 
your  flights  via  internet  or  at  any  travel  agent.  Plan  to  arrive  in  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  your  tour. 

A Project  of  Grass  Roots  Events 

1717  Kettner  Blvd.,  Suite  125 

San  Diego,  CA  92101  USA 

mexicopeace@igc.org 

http : //www. igc . org/mexicopeace/ 

(619)  232-2841  FAX(619)  232-0500 


7.  Subscription  / un  subscription  information 

A.  Para  estar  al  corriente  sobre  la  escuela  secundaria  de  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II,  con  un  promedio  de  dos  mensajes  por  mes,  envianos,  por 
favor,  el  siguiente  mensaje  a <mexicopeace@  igc.org>: 

Subscribirme  a los  amig@s  mayas 

B.  Para  recibir  informacion  sobre  la  escuela  secundaria  de  Oventic, 
Aguascalientes  II,  solo  una  vez  al  mes,  mandanos  el  siguiente  mensaje  a 
<mexicopeace@igc.org. >: 

Subscribirme  a mexicopeace  <tu  correo  electonico> 

C.  Si  no  deseas  recibir  informacion  sobre  la  secundaria  en  Oventic, 
Aguascalientes  II,  envianos  el  siguiente  mensaje  a cmexicopeace  @ igc.org. 

Parar  subscripcion  a mexicopeace  <tu  correo  electronico> 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A.  To  receive  updates  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  messages  every  month,  please  send  the 
following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

subscribe  maya  penpals  <your  address> 

B.  To  receive  an  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  about  once  a month,  please  send  the  following  message  to 
mexicopeace@igc .apc.org: 

subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

C.  If  you  do  now  wish  to  receive  electronic  messages  about  schools  in 
Chiapas,  please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

un  subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

D.  If  you  also  want  to  receive  letters  and  news  via  regular  (snail)  mail, 
please  include  your  name,  street  address,  city,  ZIP,  country,  etc. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Schools  for  Chiapas  * Chanobjunetik  ta  Chiapas  * Escuelas  para  Chiapas 
Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  * San  Diegans  for  Peace  in  Mexico 
1717  Kettner  Blvd.,  Suite  125 
(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc . org>  http : //www . igc . org/mexicopeace/ 

"RE : Newfoundland  Close  to  MOU  with  Hydro-Quebec"  


Date:  Fri,  28  May  1999  07:57:54  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web. net> 

Subj : News:  Province  close  to  MOU  with  Quebec  on  Lower  Churchill 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

Province  close  to  MOU  with  Hydro-Quebec  5/11/99 
By  DEANA  STOKES  SULLIVAN  The  Telegram 

The  Newfoundland  government  is  expecting  to  sign  a memorandum  of 
understanding  with  Hydro-Quebec  this  summer  on  the  development  of  the 
Lower  Churchill.  Premier  Brian  Tobin  told  the  provincial  legislature 
Monday  the  two  sides  are  very  close  to  achieving  a new  "guaranteed  winter 
availability  contract"  for  the  Churchill  Falls  Labrador  Corp.  (CFLCo), 
based  on  the  sale  of  existing  Upper  Churchill  power. 

This  contract,  he  said,  should  pave  the  way  for  a memorandum  of 
understanding.  Tobin  expects  to  be  in  a position  to  announce  more  on  it 
later  this  week  or  early  next  week. 

He  explained  to  reporters  outside  the  legislature  that  the  winter 
availability  contract  will  run  beside  the  existing  Upper  Churchill  power 
contract,  putting  extra  money  into  CFLCo,  "the  operating  arm  of  the  Upper 
Churchill,"  which  is  65  per  cent  owned  by  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

"In  essence,  it  means  that  the  operating  agency,  CFLCo,  is  promising  to 
provide  power  during  peak  demand  periods  for  Hydro-Quebec,  for  which  we'll 
be  paid,"  said  Tobin.  The  agreement  will  see  in  excess  of  $1  billion  in 
payments  added  to  the  value  of  the  Upper  Churchill  sale  which  is  still 
ongoing  through  CFLCo,  he  said. 

"This  is  something  government  has  been  trying  to  do  now,  back  through 
several  administrations,  and  I think  we're  very  close  to  achieving  that," 
said  Tobin.  Negotiations  with  Quebec  were  delayed  by  provincial  elections, 
in  Quebec  in  the  fall  of  1998  and  in  Newfoundland  earlier  this  year.  "But 
the  process  has  moved  forward  and  made  progress  in  a smart  and  effective 
way  over  the  last  four  to  five  weeks,"  said  Tobin. 

The  premier  said  the  winter  availability  contract  will  ensure  that  CFLCo 
won't  require  any  subsidies  from  the  province  during  the  rest  of  the  life 
of  the  existing  Upper  Churchill  contract. 

He  said  the  province  began  this  process  two  years  ago  by  saying  that  if 
something  didn't  change,  CFLCo  was  going  to  go  broke  and  Newfoundland 
would  be  left  in  a position  of  having  to  subsidize  the  company  if  it 
didn't  get  the  existing  arrangement  with  Quebec  changed. 

Now  the  winter  availability  contract  will  ensure  that  CFLCo  is  in  good 
shape,  he  said,  while  also  producing  additional  revenues  for  the  province. 
This  agreement,  combined  with  a deal  reached  earlier  to  allow  the  province 
to  recall  127  megawatts  of  power,  will  put  somewhere  between  $1.6  billion 
and  $2  billion  more  over  the  life  of  the  Upper  Churchill  contract  into 
CFLCo  "and  in  the  case  of  the  recall  directly  into  the  pockets  of 
Newfoundlanders  and  Labradorians,"  said  the  premier. 

This  year,  the  province  benefited  by  a $30-million  injection  from  the 
power  recall. 

"These  are  two  important  measures  which  have  to  be  put  in  place  prior  to 
achieving  an  MOU.  They  clear  the  way  for  a memorandum  of  understanding  on 
the  Lower  Churchill,"  said  Tobin. 

- - "RE:  Being  Frank:  Makah  Whaling  Issue" 

Date:  Wed,  02  Dun  1999  09:48:25  -0700 

From:  MICHELE  WRIGHT  <WRIGHT .MICHELE@EPAMAIL . EPA.GOV> 

Subj:  Thoughts  on  the  Makah  Whaling  Issue 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Being  Frank  is  a column  produced  regularly  by  Billy  Frank, 

Dr.,  chairman  of  the  Northwest  Indian  Fisheries  Commission. 

Frank,  an  elder  of  the  Nisqually  Indian  Tribe,  has  been  an 
acknowledged  tribal  leader  for  more  than  30  years. 


He  has  received  many  acknowledgments , including  the 
Albert  Schweitzer  National  Humanitarian  Of  The  Year  Award 
and  similar  honors  from  the  United  Nations  and  other 
esteemed  local,  national  and  international  organizations. 

He  is  natural  resources  spokesman  for  the  treaty  Indian 
tribes  in  western  Washington.  Being  Frank  is  produced 
regularly  for  your  full  or  partial  use. 

"BEING  FRANK" 

Everyone  Should  Celebrate  The  Makah  Whale  Hunt 

By  Billy  Frank,  Dr.,  Chairman 
Northwest  Indian  Fisheries  Commission 

Special  Note:  Many  of  you  have  heard  my  words  over  the 
years.  I hope  you  have  learned  to  trust  what  I say,  because  I 
have  always  spoken  the  truth.  I speak  for  the  salmon,  and  try 
to  build  bridges  of  understanding  between  the  Indian  and 
non-Indian  people.  These  bridges  must  be  built  if  we  are  to 
live  together  peacefully  and  work  toward  common  objectives. 

The  taking  of  a gray  whale  by  the  Makah  Nation  has  resulted 
in  death  threats  to  tribal  members. 

We  cannot  take  these  threats  lightly,  and  we  ask  that  you 
don't  either. 

These  threats  are  signs  of  rising  sickness  in  mainstream 
society  that  cannot  be  ignored.  The  Makah  whale  hunt  was  a 
good  thing,  I promise  you.  This  "Being  Frank"  column  is  my 
effort  to  help  you  understand  why  this  is  so.  I ask  you  to  try 
very  hard  to  understand,  and  to  make  a genuine  effort  to  help 
diffuse  the  many  misrepresentations  that  some  opponents  of 
the  hunt  have  instigated.  Ignorance  is  the  breeding  ground  of 
hatred  and  prejudice.  Please  help  us  eliminate  this  ignorance 
by  speaking  the  truth  to  your  children,  to  your  relatives  and 
to  your  neighbors.  Please  stand  up  for  the  truth  and  help 
make  the  bridge  between  our  different  worlds  one  that  stands 
on  solid  ground. 

Olympia,  WA  5/21/99  - Whoever  you  are,  you  should  join  the 
Makah  Tribe  in  celebrating  its  harvest  of  a gray  whale.  You 
should  celebrate  this  return  of  a sacred  practice  to  some  of 
the  most  culturally  connected  people  in  the  world.  You 
should  celebrate  the  return  of  justice  and  vitality  to  a tribe 
that  has  been  repressed  over  this  past  century,  and 
celebrate  the  recovery  of  gray  whale  populations  to  the 
historic  levels  needed  to  sustain  harvest. 

You  should  understand  that  life  begets  life,  and  that  the  spirit 
of  the  whale  lives  on  in  the  Makah  people.  It  lives  in  the 
rejoicing  of  the  elders,  the  strength  of  the  warriors  and  the 
rekindled  excitement  of  the  children.  It  lives  on  because  that 
is  the  way  the  Creator  intended  it  to  be. 

It  is  hypocritical  to  condemn  the  Makahs  for  taking  the 
whale,  as  some  members  of  the  mainstream  society  have 
done.  The  Makahs  did  not  take  the  whale  simply  because 
they  had  the  treaty-protected  right  to  do  so.  That  right  has 
always  existed.  The  tribe  made  a conscious  and  very  painful 
choice  to  forgo  its  sacred  tradition  over  the  years  because 
non-Indian  commercial  harvesters  devastated  whale 
populations.  Dust  this  year,  many  gray  whales 
have  died  and  washed  up  on  the  shores  of  this  state.  These 
whales  may  have  been  poisoned  by  the  wastes  of 
mainstream  society.  If  so,  you  know  the  Indian  did  not  do 
this.  The  Makahs  are  the  Whale  People,  and  they  chose  not 
to  hunt  through  the  years  because  of  their  love  and  respect 
for  the  whale.  They  chose  not  to  hunt  all  these  years 
because  they,  like  other  tribes,  have  always  striven  to  be 
caretakers  of  the  natural  world. 

Those  who  do  not  understand  the  Makah  will  question  the 


logic  of  hunting  an  animal  that  means  so  much  to  them.  Yet 
the  principle  is  the  same  for  all  species  of  fish  and  wildlife. 

Non-Indians  have  always  tried  to  force  their  way  of  life  on  the 
Indian.  Yet  we  have  lived  here  for  thousands  of  years,  in 
harmony  with  nature.  Many  non-Indian  ways  are  strange  to 
us.  They  permit  their  children  to  think  their  food  comes  from 
Safeway.  They  let  their  children  dine  on  meat  without 
teaching  them  to  be  grateful  to  the  animals  that  died  to  feed 
them.  Even  vegetarians  can  be  hypocritical.  Agricultural 
practices  kill  more  of  nature's  creatures  through  habitat 
destruction  than  fishing  and  hunting  ever  will. 

Televised  scenes  of  the  whale  harvest  disturbed  some 
people,  but  it  is  the  same  as  harvesting  a salmon,  deer  or 
elk.  This  whale  gave  itself  to  the  Makah,  and  the  Makah 
respect  that  whale  in  ways  many  non-Indians  do  not 
understand.  What  people  saw  on  television  was  the  living 
culture  and  legacy  of  this  land  that  long  preceded  today's 
concrete  and  asphalt  world. 

The  harvest  of  the  whale  and  the  celebration  of  the  Makah 
people  revived  a critical  cultural  tradition.  In  their  wisdom, 
tribal  leaders  who  signed  the  treaties  with  the  U.S. 
government  in  the  1850s  reserved  those  things  that  were 
most  important  for  the  tribe's  continued  physical,  spiritual 
and  cultural  survival:  fish,  shellfish,  game  and,  in  case  of  the 
Makah,  whales.  It's  important  to  understand  that  the  tribes 
kept  these  rights  when  they  signed  the  treaties.  They  never 
gave  them  up.  They  never  will. 

Even  though  the  tribe  has  a clear  treaty  right  to  hunt 
whales, the  Makah  chose  to  work  through  accepted 
channels.  They  obtained  permission  to  hunt  from  the  federal 
government  and  the  International  Whaling  Commission  (IWC). 

Those  who  were  surprised  to  see  the  whale  shot  after  being 
harpooned  should  realize  that  this  was  part  of  the  agreement 
with  the  IWC,  to  assure  that  the  kill  was  quick  and  humane. 

For  its  own  purposes,  the  tribe  chose  to  make  the  hunt  as 
traditional  as  possible,  using  a dugout  cedar  canoe  and 
hand-thrust  harpoon  to  initiate  the  hunt. 

The  tribe  received  its  quota  from  a quota  that  had  already 
been  granted  to  a group  of  indigenous  Russian  people.  In 
other  words,  the  Makah  quota  did  not  increase  the  number  of 
whales  earmarked  for  hunting  through  the  IWC.  As  stipulated 
in  the  quota  agreement,  the  tribe  will  not  sell  any  of  the 
whale  meat.  It  is  to  be  used  only  for  traditional  ceremonies. 

The  single  exception  can  be  carvings  made  from  the  whale's 
bones  by  Makah  artisans. 

The  Makah  Tribe  was  completely  above  board  with  this  hunt. 

It  wanted  every  aspect  of  this  historic  return  of  their  culture  to 
be  done  right,  and  so  it  was.  I congratulate  the  Makahs,  and 
encourage  others  to  do  the  same. 

#### 

Contact:  Steve  Robinson  or  Tony  Meyer,  (360)  438-1180.  For  more  information 
about  the  Makah  whale  hunt  or  other  aspects  of  tribal  life,  please  visit  our 
website  at  http://mako.nwifc.wa.gov. 

"RE : Counter  Protest  Against  the  Anti-Makah"  

Date:  Thu,  03  Dun  1999  06:52:34  -0700 

From:  MICHELE  WRIGHT  <WRIGHT.MICHELE@EPAMAIL. EPA.GOV> 

Subj : loin  The  Counter  Protest  Against  the  Anti-Makah  Rally  (fwd) 

-Forwarded 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Forwarded  message  

From:  Student  Action  Network  <san@u. Washington. edu> 


END  THE  RACIST  HARASSMENT  AGAINST  THE  MAKAH  AND 
OTHER  NATIVE  PEOPLE  OF  WASHINGTON 
URGENT  MOBILIZATION  AGAINST  RACISM 
COUNTER  PROTEST  AGAINST  THE  RACIST  ANTI -MAKAH  RALLY 
SATURDAY,  DUNE  5TH,  5 PM  TO  7 PM 
WESTLAKE  PLAZA,  DOWNTOWN  SEATTLE,  WA 

An  anti-Makah  rally  has  been  called  for  Saturday,  Dune  5th.  We  are 
calling  for  a counter  protest  by  all  anti-racists  that  can  come  out. 

The  so-called  environmental  anti-whaling  groups  under  the  leadership 
of  Paul  Watson  and  Sea  Shepherd  and  their  alliance  with  far  rightwing 
racists  like  Dack  Metcalf  have  created  a state  of  affairs  in  which,  not  only 
are  the  Makahs  being  greatly  harassed  (included  continuous  death 
threats)  but  so  are  Native  people  throughout  this  state.  The  Puyallups, 
Muckleshoots  and  the  Tulalips  have  received  death  threats.  A Makah 
man  was  beaten  on  a ferry  by  a group  of  white  men  and  is  now  confined 
to  a wheelchair.  Native  people  are  being  refused  service  in  a number  of 
businesses  in  Port  Angeles.  In  newspapers  and  on  tv  and  radio  racism 
against  Native  people  is  flourishing.  It  is  time  for  the  anti-racist  people  of 
the  northwest  to  stand  up  to  this  extreme  ugliness  that  is  treating  our 
communities . 

Sea  Shepherd,  the  Sea  Defense  Alliance  (of  the  Earth  First! 
movement),  PAWS  and  other  such  organizations  are  being  used  by  the 
anti-tribal  people  in  their  drive  to  do  away  with  the  Native  treaties.  This  is 
not  about  one  whale  or  whales  in  general.  For  if  it  were  these  groups 
would  be  more  concerned  about  the  over  80  gray  whales  that  have  died 
this  year  and  washed  up  on  beaches  from  Baja  to  Canada.  If  they 
looked  into  that  they  would  more  than  likely  find  out  that  the  real  threat 
to  gray  whales,  is  not  the  Makahs,  but  rather  the  white  industrialized 
society  based  upon  greed. 

Please  join  us  in  making  a statement  to  these  people  that  there  are 
many  here  in  the  northwest  who  will  stand  up  to  their  racist  agenda! 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Total  Resistance 
Arthur  D.  Miller 

Anti-Racist  Emergency  Action  Network 

"RE : Nuu-chah-nulth  Defend  Right  to  Whale"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  20:58:17  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Nuu-chah-nulth  defend  right  to  whale 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NUU-CHAH-NULTH  WILL  DEFEND  RIGHT  TO  HUNT  WHALES 

Vancouver  Sun  Letter  of  the  Day,  Dune  1,  1999,  by  Chief  Simon  Lucas 

The  negative  responses  to  the  Makah  people's  harvest  of  a whale  have  come 
from  many  well-meaning  members  of  the  public  who  have  not  looked  closely  at 
how  they  consciously  or  unconsciously  abuse  animals  to  sustain  their 
lifestyle.  Barely  a murmur  is  heard  as  thousands  of  wild  animals  are  killed 
for  "sport"  and  millions  of  so-called  domestic  animals  die  for  fast  food, 
fast  cars,  and  urban  destruction  of  habitat. 

These  great  whales  and  the  people  of  Nuu-chah-nulth  territory  have  lived 
together  sustainably  for  thousands  of  years.  An  intricate  eco-management 
system  known  as  the  "H-houlthee"  existed  and  was  coordinated  by  our  chiefs 
prior  to  any  contact  with  Europeans.  In  less  than  50  years  all  this  was 
destroyed . 

Our  people  watched  sadly  as  the  new  immigrants  indiscriminately 
slaughtered  and  drove  our  sacred  whales  to  the  brink  of  extinction. 

According  to  our  teachings,  our  chiefs  abstained  from  the  whale  hunt  to 
save  this  species,  despite  our  unextinguished  right. 

After  wasting  our  whales,  the  same  special  interests  have  slowly 
expropriated  our  ocean  access  and  demolished  our  other  traditional 
fisheries  of  salmon,  groundfish  and  shellfish.  The  result  is  my  people  have 
joined  the  whales'  predicament:  facing  extinction  and  being  driven  from  our 
ocean  homes. 

>From  thousands  of  proud  fishermen  with  100-per-cent  employment,  our 


licences  now  number  less  than  30.  Our  children  now  face  90-per-cent 
unemployment  and  the  resulting  dysfunction,  social  breakdown  and  even 
suicide. 

I encourage  people  to  educate  themselves  about  the  history  of  our  people 
The  Nuu-chah-nulth  will  not  give  up  our  traditional  relationship  with  our 
friends,  the  whales,  to  be  in  an  industrial  system  that  has  continually 
destroyed  all  the  resources  our  Creator  has  given  us  in  trust. 

Chief  Simon  Lucas 
Hesquiaht  First  Nation 
Tofino 
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"RE : Alcatraz"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  19:08:13  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Alcatraz 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Andre  P.  Cramblit  <andrekar@NCIDC .ORG> 

Organization:  Northern  California  Indian  Development  Council,  Inc. 

=====  PRESS  RELEASE  for  IMMEDIATE  DISTRIBUTION  ===== 

ALCATRAZ 

by  Millie  Ketcheshawno 

In  November  of  1969,  an  historic  event  occurred  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  which  forever  effected  the  lives  all  Native  American  people.  In  the 
early  morning  hours,  approximately  80  American  Indians,  students  and  Bay 
Area  Indian  community  members  alike,  gathered  in  Sausalito  to  begin  the 
third  and  final  attempt  to  reclaim  Alcatraz  Island  in  the  name  of 
Indians 

Of  All  Tribes.  Lead  by  student  leaders  Richard  Oakes,  La  Nada  Means 
(Boyer),  A1  Miller,  and  others,  the  landing  and  occupation  of  Alcatraz 
Island  set  in  motion  what  would  later  be  termed  the  "Red  Power" 
movement  of  the  1970s.  After  the  initial  outpouring  of  local,  national, 
and  international  support,  the  growing  number  of  Indians  on  Alcatraz 
settled  in  for  a 19  month  occupation  intent  on  reclaiming  the  island  as 
Indian  land,  as  well  as  to  bring  national  attention  to  the  social  and 
political  struggles  facing  American  Indians.  In  Dune  of  1971,  U.S. 
Federal  Marshals  removed  the  remaining  Indian  occupiers.  Although 
the  physical  occupation  ended,  the  movement  which  Alcatraz  ignited 
continued,  and  still  continues  today. 

The  successes  of  the  Alcatraz  occupation  can  be  witnessed  on 
reservations  and  in  Urban  areas  all  across  the  U.S.  today.  The 
advancements  of  American  Indians  in  education,  health  care, 
self-determination,  treaty  rights,  and  other  areas  can  be  traced  to 
the  courage  and  sacrifices  so  bravely  exemplified  by  the  Alcatraz 
Occupation  Veterans.  Furthermore,  the  American  Indian  cultural 
and  spiritual  renaissance,  which  many  people  give  credit  to  Alcatraz, 
continues  to  effect  the  lives  of  Native  Americans  thirty  years  after  the 
occupation.  Today,  the  Alcatraz  Occupation  stands  out  as  a beacon 
of  pride  for  Native  American  people;  as  a symbol  of  freedom  and 
self-determination;  and  as  a rebirth  of  our  sense  of  identity,  of  our 


culture,  and  traditions. 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  it  would  only  seem  natural 
then  for  us  to  honor  the  bravery  and  sacrifices  of  those  individuals  who 
made  the  Alcatraz  Occupation  a watershed  in  the  history  of  all  Native 
Americans.  Therefore,  we  propose  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration  to 
commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz,  and  to  rightfully 
honor  all  Occupation  Veterans. 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
celebration  to  take  place  on  October  23,  1999  on  Alcatraz  Island. 

Planning  and  organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Parks  Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and 
memorable  celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian 
musicians  and  performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many 
leaders  throughout  Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  However,  with 
only  a few  more  months  left  to  execute  our  event  plan,  we  are  writing  to 
you  and  others  to  ask  for  your  help  and  support. 

As  you  can  imagine,  the  logistics  and  costs  of  an  event  like  this  on 
Alcatraz  Island  are  formidable.  However,  our  past  experience,  including 
the  1997  "We  Hold  The  Rock  Pow  Wow"  on  Alcatraz  Island,  puts  us  in 
a unique  position  to  pull  this  off.  With  the  help  and  commitment  of  the 
National  Parks  Service  on  Alcatraz,  we  have  already  devised  a workable 
event  plan,  a budget,  an  inf rastructure  needs  assessment,  and  a support 
network  of  staff  and  volunteers.  We  also  have  an  American  Indian 
non-profit  organization  as  our  fiscal  sponsor  for  accounting  purposes. 

Now,  we  need  the  support  of  the  larger  Indian  community  and  the 
financial  support  of  potential  sponsors  like  yourself.  Your  financial 
support  in  this  endeavor  is  crucial  to  a successful  event;  a celebration 
that  all  American  Indians  can  be  proud  of.  Please  discuss  this  proposal 
with  your  Tribal  Council  and  respond  at  your  earliest  convenience.  On 
behalf  of  the  Alcatraz  Occupation  30th  Anniversary 
Celebration  Committee, 

I thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Millie  Ketcheshawno 
(NCIDC)  Event  Director 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Northern  California  Indian  Development  Council,  Inc. 

Eureka  Main  Office 
241  F Street, 

Eureka,  California  95501 
Phone:  707-445-8451  (voice) 

FAX:  707-445-8479 

URL:  http:www.ncidc.org 

email:  mailto:andrekar@ncidc.org 

"RE : Dudley's  Death  Becomes  Election  Issue"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  22:01:02  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Dudley's  death  becomes  election  issue 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
DEMAND  FOR  IPPERWASH  INQUIRY  DOMINATES  ONTARIO  CAMPAIGN 
Canadian  Press,  Dune  1,  1999,  by  Lee-Anne  Goodman 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  death  of  an  aboriginal  protester  haunted  Ontario's  Tories  on  Monday 
as  the  man's  brother  pressed  Premier  Mike  Harris  for  a public  inquiry  into 
the  1995  shooting  by  a provincial  police  officer.  Harris,  campaigning  in 
southwestern  Ontario  just  three  days  before  Thursday's  election,  was  met  by 
100  protesters  who  renewed  their  demands  for  a probe  into  the  shooting  of 
Dudley  George  during  a standoff  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

"He's  a dirty  man,"  Pierre  George,  Dudley's  brother,  said  of  the  premier. 
He  added  Harris'  appearance  in  Strathroy,  where  Dudley  George  died  in 
hospital,  felt  like  a slap  in  the  face. 


Police  and  unarmed  natives  clashed  in  September  1995  when  the  aboriginals 
occupied  Ipperwash,  saying  it  was  the  site  of  sacred  burial  grounds.  George 
was  shot  and  killed,  and  another  demonstrator  severely  beaten. 

Lawyers  representing  George's  family  in  a civil  lawsuit  planned  to  go  to 
court  in  Toronto  Tuesday,  in  an  attempt  to  get  Harris  to  provide  government 
documents  related  to  the  shooting. 

Both  Liberal  Leader  Dalton  McGuinty  and  NDP  Leader  Howard  Hampton  have 
demanded  a public  inquiry  into  the  incident.  Harris  has  resisted  such  calls 
since  shortly  after  the  shooting.  He  seemed  to  soften  that  stance  on 
Monday,  implying  that  an  inquiry  might  be  held  eventually.  "There  are  court 
cases  that  are  being  dealt  with,  information  is  coming  to  light  through  the 
court  cases,"  the  premier  said.  "If  there's  anything  else  he'd  like  to  know 
when  they're  settled,  I've  made  a commitment  to  him  we'll  make  sure  he 
does . " 

McGuinty,  campaigning  in  Woodstock,  reiterated  his  demand  for  an  inquiry, 
and  accused  Harris  of  a coverup  in  his  refusal  to  supply  information  to  the 
courts.  "He's  been  stalling  on  this  forever,"  McGuinty  said.  "There's 
simply  no  reasonable,  responsible  reason  why  he's  delaying  coming  forward 
with  basic  information.  Why  can't  he  produce  those  documents?  He's  covering 
up  the  facts,  there's  no  doubt  about  that." 

Elsewhere  on  the  campaign  trail  Monday,  Hampton  tried  to  fend  off 
accusations  that  votes  gained  by  his  New  Democrats  would  come  at  the 
expense  of  McGuinty' s Liberals,  thereby  assuring  a Conservative  victory. 
Quizzed  by  a voter  about  why  he's  not  endorsing  so-called  strategic  voting 
to  ensure  defeat  for  the  Tories,  Hampton  said  the  concept  was  "flawed"  and 
democracy  allows  people  to  support  the  candidate  they  believe  in. 

Some  labour  unions  are  calling  for  voters  to  support  whichever  Liberal  or 
NDP  candidate  has  the  best  chance  to  defeat  the  Tory  candidate  in  their 
riding.  The  Liberals  had  twice  as  many  seats  as  the  NDP  heading  into  the 
election,  and  polls  suggest  they  are  the  only  party  with  a serious  hope  of 
ousting  the  Tories. 


More  information  on  Aazhoodena  (aka  Ipperwash): 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/ arch01.html 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 

distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 

a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 

research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Dudley  and  Defeating  Harris"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  20:45:31  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Dudley  and  Defeating  Harris 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Friday,  Dune  4,  1999 

From:  Ann  Pohl  <annpohl@interlog. com> 

DUDLEY  GEORGE  IS  DEAD. 

He  was  our  brother.  And,  in  his  death,  he  has  become  a symbol  of 
what  is  wrong  with  Harris  Conservative  government. 

THAT  IS  WHY  WE  ARE  ASKING  YOU  TO  READ  THIS  EMAIL,  consider 
what  it  says  and  MAKE  THE  DECISION  TO  VOTE,  and  especially  TO  VOTE 
AGAINST  THE  TORIES.  After  you  finish  reading  it,  please  pass  it  on  to 
others  who  might  be  interested. 

+++++++++++ 

There  are  so  many  unanswered  questions  about  Ipperwash  - answers 
which  have  been  determinedly  covered  up  for  almost  four  years  by 


Premier  Harris  and  his  Cabinet. 


We  will  list  just  a few. 

In  so  doing,  we  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  ***  United  Nations 
Human  Rights  Committee  ***  which  told  Ontario  on  April  7,  1999: 

"The  Committee  is  deeply  concerned  that  the  State  party  so  far  has 
failed  to  hold  a thorough  public  inquiry  into  the  death  of  an  aboriginal 
activist  who  was  shot  dead  by  provincial  police  during  a peaceful 
demonstration  regarding  land  claims  in  September  1995,  in  Ipperwash. 

The  Committee  strongly  urges  the  State  party  to  establish  a public 
inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  this  matter,  including  the  role  and 
responsibility  of  public  officials." 

1)  WHO  is  responsible  for  the  orders  which  brought  more  than  250 
tactical  unit  and  riot  control  OPP  Officers  to  a closed  Provincial  Park 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron  to  subdue  a peaceful  protest  by  30  unarmed 
Aboriginal  men,  women,  children  and  elders  concerned  about  an  unprotected 
ancient  cemetery?  This  level  of  OPP  troop  movement  has  never  happened 
before  in  Ontario.  Obviously,  very  senior  Ontario  political  persons  told 
the  OPP  to  act  in  the  way  they  did,  and  this  truth  has  initiated  a 
scarily  intensive  cover-up  which  continues  to  this  day. . 

2)  WHERE  are  the  government's  records  about  the  "Ipperwash  Affair"? 
Despite  the  enormity  of  what  happened  at  Ipperwash,  Harris  says  there 
are  none  in  his  office  - that  all  his  staff's  communications  about 
Ipperwash  were  verbal.  But  he  won't  sign  an  affidavit  to  that  effect. 
Sergeant  Ron  Fox  says  he  left  his  files  on  a computer  at  the  Solicitor 
General's  office,  but  the  information  on  that  computer's  hard  drive  was 
accidentally  erased.  WHY  has  it  been  so  difficult  for  news  media  and 
opposition  politicians  to  get  documents  on  this  topic  under  the  Freedom 
of  Information  Act? 

3)  WHEN  did  it  become  OK  for  a Member  of  Provincial  Parliament  (Marcel 
Beaubien)  to  sit  next  to  the  police  coaching  them  on  how  to  handle  a 
political  protest?  WHY  has  he  been  re-nominated  by  his  political  party? 

4 - 12) 

WHY  was  Dudley  shot?  WHY  was  he  shot  again? 

WHY  was  Bernard  George  beaten  by  six  to  twelve  police  for  making  a 
speech  asking  them  to  be  less  confrontational  with  the  protestors? 

WHY  have  the  police  who  beat  him  never  even  been  identified? 

WHY  was  Marcia  Simon  arrested  for  making  a phone  call  to  get  public  aid? 
WHY  were  Carolyn  and  Pierre  George,  Dudley's  siblings,  arrested  - and 
then  released  with  no  charges  laid  - when  they  arrived  at  the  hospital 
with  the  fatally-wounded  Dudley  George? 

WHY  did  these  arrests  take  place  BEFORE  Dudley  was  removed  from 
the  car? 

WHY  did  the  OPP  not  provide  emergency  medical  transportation  for  Dudley 
(he  might  well  be  alive  today  if  they  had)? 

WHY  were  family  members. 

Native  witnesses  and  lawyers  for  the  George  family  harassed,  threatened 
and  intimidated  during  the  court  trials  of  the  OPP  Officer  Kenneth  Deane 
and  the  protestors? 

WHY  did  Kenneth  Deane  just  get  a 180  community  service  sentence 
when  Warren  George,  the  only  Stoney  Pointer  convicted  for  protest 
activity,  got  a six  month  sentence  for  accidentally  spraining  the  wrist 
of  a policeman? 

13)  HOW  have  the  Tories  managed  to  get  to  election  day  without 
being  publicly  accountable  for  their  involvement  in  these  terrible 
human  rights  violations? 

14)  Last  but  not  least:  DO  YOU  FEEL  CONFIDENT  about  your 
human  and  democratic  rights  in  an  Ontario  led  by  the  Mike 
Harris-style  Conservatives? 

Remember. . . 

- Senior  Ontario  provincial  officials,,  members  of  Mike  Harris'  cabinet, 
ordered  the  OPP  to  treat  this  protest  as  a 'simple  case  of  trespass'  - 
not  as  an  Aboriginal  rights  matter. 

- A May  29,  1996,  Toronto  Star  article  states  the  police  were  told  to 


"Get  those  f*ing  Indians  out  of  the  Park,  even  if  you  have  to  draw 
guns". 

- The  day  before  the  OPP  attack,  Tory  MPP  Beaubien  told  the  media 
that  "Queen's  Park  will  take  a hard  line  with  the  protestors  and  if 
people  are  hurt,  so  be  it".  Within  hours,  Beaubien  was  sitting  with  the 
OPP  commanders,  telling  them  that  he  was  in  regular  contact  with  the 
Cabinet  and  that  the  Premier  approved  the  way  the  OPP  was  handling 
the  Stoney  Point  protest  in  Ipperwash  Park. 

The  "Ipperwash  Affair"  was  not  an  isolated  incident.  It  was  the 
warning  shot.  The  newly  elected  Harris  Tory  Government  was  signaling 
to  Aboriginal  People  in  particular,  and  activists  generally,  that  they 
would  not  treat  political  dissent  and  protest  in  a respectful  way.  They 
have  vigorously  implemented  a Reform  Party-style  Aboriginal  policy: 
denying  Aboriginal  people  their  means  of  livelihood  by  restricting 
hunting,  fishing,  land  and  other  Treaty  and  Inherent  rights  through 
policies  such  as  "Lands  for  Life"  and  Workfare. 

Ontarians  don't  want  a Premier  with  blood  on  his  hands.  Somehow  Harris 
has  managed  to  make  his  hands  look  clean  enough  so  that  the  electorate 
is  not  worried.  But  those  of  us  who  know  the  truth  know  better.  That's 
why  we  have  worked  so  hard  to  get  a Public  Inquiry  and  we  won't  give  up. 

It's  time  for  you  to  do  something:  please  make  YOUR  concerns  about 
Ipperwash,  and  your  anger  about  the  sorrow  at  the  snuffing  out  of 
Dudley's  life,  felt  on  election  day. 

Even  if  you  don't  normally  vote,  please  consider  voting  this  time. 

If  you're  not  on  the  list,  take  your  ID  to  the  polling  booth:  either  a 
Driver's  License,  or  you  will  need  ID  which  shows  both  your  photo 
and  your  current  address  (utility  bills  can  work  for  this) . 

Who  to  vote  for?  That's  always  a question  - especially  if  you're  not 
much  of  a voter  to  begin  with! 

Howard  Hampton  (NDP  - Kenora/Rainy  River)  and  Gerry  Phillips 
(Liberal  - Scarborough/Agincourt)  are  the  two  MPPs  who  have 
fought  hardest  for  an  Inquiry.  They  have  consistently  raised  this 
issue  in  their  own  rights  and  have  always  given  our  Coalition  very 
high  levels  of  support. 

Now  we  must  acknowledge  their  efforts  and  support  them.  The 
"Ipperwash  Affair"  demonstrates  the  Tory  government's  biases, 
underlying  violence,  and  disrespect  for  human,  civil  and  Aboriginal 
rights.  If  you're  lucky  enough  to  live  in  Hampton's  or  Phillip's  ridings, 
and  if  Ipperwash  appalls  you,  then  its  easy  to  know  how  to  vote. 

Please  support  Howard  or  Gerry  on  election  day. 

If  you're  not  in  their  ridings,  you  have  probably  already  checked  out 
the  local  candidates.  You  might  want  to  have  a look  at  the 
http://www.strategicvoting.com  site  on  the  internet.  (If  you  go  into 
the  Registered  Nurses'  list  of  candidates  - it  lists  all  Ontario  ridings.) 
This  site  also  has  some  poignant  animated  graphics  about  Ipperwash 
and  "Lands  for  Life". 

Please  share  this  information.  Get  the  word  out. 

Our  very  lives  may  depend  on  it. 

The  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  Dudley  George. 

telephone : 416- 537 -3520  ~ FAX:416-538-2559 

Visit  us  on  the  net  at:  http://www.web.net/~inquiry 

"RE : Arrest  in  BC"  

Date:  Sat,  05  Dun  1999  22:57:07  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj : Arrest 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I was  sent  this,  and  feel  it  should  be  shared.  For  uptodate  info  you 
can  contact  the  Daily  News  in  BC.  Canada. 


Saturday,  Dune  5,  1999  Saturday,  Dune  5,  1999 
Updated  weekday  afternoons  and  Saturday  mornings 


Arrest  called  violation  of  native  rights 

By  ROBERT  KOOPMANS 

Daily  News  Staff  Reporter 

RCMP  officers  violated  a Shuswap  man's  aboriginal  rights  when  they 
arrested  him  for  a series  of  alleged  weapons  offences  and  threats,  a 
judge  was  told  Friday. 

Arthur  Manuel,  chief  of  the  Neskonlith  Indian  Band,  said  Bert 
Deneault,  49,  was  hunting  in  traditional  Shuswap  territory  when  police 
"violently  arrested  him"  and  four  others  Wednesday. 

He  called  the  arrest  --  involving  an  RCMP  helicopter,  a dog  team  and 
members  of  the  Kamloops  emergency-response  team  armed  with  automatic 
weapons  --  an  over-reaction . 

The  band  has  hired  Vancouver  lawyer  Stewart  Rush,  a member  of  the 
legal  team  that  argued  the  Delgamuukw  case  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada,  to  defend  Deneault. 

In  Kamloops  provincial  court  Friday,  Rush  asked  Dudge  Terry  Shupe  to 
release  Deneault  on  bail. 

Deneault  is  charged  with  several  weapons  offences,  uttering  threats, 
resisting  arrest  and  assaulting  an  officer.  The  charges  stem  from 
incidents  in  the  North  Adams  over  three  days. 

Deneault  was  camped  at  Momish  Lake  Provincial  Park  at  the  north  end  of 
Adams  Lake  Saturday  when  B.C.  Parks  staff  tried  to  collect  camping 
fees.  The  park  rangers  said  Deneault  started  yelling  obscenities  and 
said  he  didn't  have  to  pay  to  camp  on  Shuswap  lands.  Crown  prosecutor 
Steen  Blechingberg  told  the  judge. 

He  told  the  rangers  to  leave  the  area.  As  they  got  back  in  their 
truck,  one  of  the  workers  heard  three  quick  rifle  shots,  the  judge  was 
told . 

The  next  day,  two  loggers  said  they  were  confronted  by  Deneault,  and 
that  he  waved  a rifle  in  their  faces  and  said  he  was  going  to  shut 
down  the  North  Adams  valley,  forcing  logging  companies  out  of 
business.  He  allegedly  said  he  was  prepared  to  use  force  to  protect 
the  land,  the  court  was  told. 

On  Wednesday,  two  Ministry  of  Forestry  technicians  came  across 
Deneault.  He  apparently  told  them  he  would  seize  equipment,  vacate 
people  and  close  the  valley  from  the  top  down,  the  court  heard. 

Concerned  about  what  appeared  to  be  escalating  violence,  the  Chase 
RCMP  asked  for  help  from  the  Kamloops  emergency  response  team.  A 
helicopter  spotted  Deneault 's  truck  and  officers  approached  his 
vehicle. 

As  they  got  close,  one  of  the  officers  allegedly  saw  Deneault  reach 
for  a rifle.  They  forced  open  the  door  and  dragged  Deneault  out,  the 
judge  was  told.  Officers  said  Deneault  then  reached  for  a knife  on  his 
belt . 

Deneault  was  apparently  punched  in  the  face  by  an  officer  as  they 
struggled  for  the  knife  and  was  eventually  subdued.  Four  others  were 
arrested  and  later  released. 

Blechingberg  asked  the  judge  to  keep  Deneault  in  jail  pending  trial, 
saying  he  posed  a risk  to  the  community. 

But  Rush  put  a "different  colour"  on  events. 

He  said  Deneault  was  hunting  at  the  time  and  it's  natural  he  would 
have  firearms  and  knives  in  his  truck  and  camp.  The  alleged  threats 
amount  to  nothing  more  than  loud,  vocal  --  maybe  even  aggressive  -- 
speeches  from  Deneault  asserting  his  aboriginal  rights. 

Perhaps  Deneault  was  too  vehement  in  the  voicing  of  his  political 
views.  Rush  argued,  but  that  doesn't  mean  he  should  be  denied  bail 
pending  trial. 

"He  is  obviously  a strong  advocate  of  his  aboriginal  rights  and 
title,"  Rush  told  the  judge.  "Does  that  lead  a reasonable  person  to 
call  in  the  SWAT  team  and  a helicopter?  There  was  an  exorbitant  amount 
of  force. " 

Rush  said  no  one  save  Deneault  was  hurt  (he  was  sporting  a black  eye 
and  facial  bruises)  and  the  court  will  hear  a very  different  version 
of  the  arrest  from  other  witnesses  when  the  matter  reaches  trial. 

Dudge  Terry  Shupe  consented  to  release  Deneault  on  bail,  pending 


several  conditions.  He  must  stay  away  from  guns  and  alcohol  and  report 
regularly  to  Chief  Manuel. 

Following  the  bail  hearing,  Deneault  was  sentenced  for  two  convictions 
under  the  Wildlife  Act.  Deneault  was  convicted  in  his  absence 
Wednesday  of  hunting  without  due  regard  for  public  safety  and  shooting 
in  a no-shooting  zone. 

The  charges  arose  last  September.  A Pritchard  area  rancher  complained 
Deneault  shot  two  deer  on  his  land  close  to  his  house  and  several 
buildings.  When  confronted,  Deneault  allegedly  said  he  had  the  right 
to  hunt  wherever  he  chose. 

Dudge  Shupe  said  Deneault  showed  disregard  for  the  safety  of  the 
public  by  shooting  so  close  to  a residence,  despite  the  fact  he  may  be 
a skilled  marksman  and  hunter. 

The  Crown  asked  the  court  to  jail  Deneault  for  30  days.  Rush  said  a 
jail  sentence  wasn't  needed,  especially  since  Deneault  has  no  record. 

Rush  asked  Shupe  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
recently  told  trial  judges  to  look  for  alternative  sentences  to  jail 
for  aboriginal  offenders. 

Rush  suggested  a conditional  sentence  for  Deneault  to  be  served  in  the 
community,  with  a requirement  forcing  Deneault  to  cut  wood  for  elders. 

Shupe  agreed,  giving  Deneault  a 30-day  conditional  sentence  and  40 
hours  of  fire-wood  cutting. 

Denault  will  appear  in  court  again  Dune  28  in  connection  with  the 
weapons  charges. 

"RE : Eddie  Hatcher  Arrest"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Dun  1999  09:33:26  EDT 
From:  nohoroco@juno.com 

Subj : Eddie  Hatcher  arrest:  Charlotte  Observer 
http : //charlotte. com/ob serve r/0603 hatcher . htm 

Posted  at  10:31  p.m.  EDT  Wednesday,  Dune  2,  1999 
Robeson  activist  charged  with  murder 

By  FOON  RHEE 
Staff  Writer 

His  supporters  once  hailed  Eddie  Hatcher  as  a martyr  and  a prophet  for 
exposing  the  dark  underside  of  Robeson  County. 

Now,  authorities  call  him  a cold-blooded  killer. 

Hatcher  became  a folk  hero  to  some  after  taking  hostages  at  a 
newspaper  office  in  1988  to  call  attention  to  alleged  corruption.  He 
faces  first-degree  murder  charges  in  a drive-by  shooting  this  week. 

And  if  he's  convicted,  the  hostage-taking  could  be  a factor  in  whether 
he  gets  the  death  penalty. 

His  defenders  are  stunned  by  his  arrest.  Still,  they  say  it  shouldn't 
tarnish  what  he  did  to  spotlight  important  issues  and  to  raise 
political  awareness  among  Native  Americans  in  Robeson. 

While  he  doesn't  condone  the  takeover  and  isn't  presuming  Hatcher's 
guilt,  the  Rev.  Dim  Lewis,  his  former  pastor  for  four  years,  compares 
it  to  a war  hero  who  returns  home  and  gets  in  trouble. 

"I  don't  think  it  diminishes  the  struggle  Eddie  was  in,  or  what  he 
tried  to  call  attention  to,"  said  Lewis,  former  social  ministries 
director  for  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  who  now  works  in 
a similar  job  for  the  Episcopal  Diocese  in  Delaware. 

"It's  a personal  tragedy  to  me." 

Hatcher's  detractors  aren't  shocked. 

"In  my  opinion,  he's  capable  of  anything,"  said  former  Robeson  Sheriff 
Hubert  Stone,  the  target  of  many  of  Hatcher's  accusations,  who  lost  a 
comeback  bid  last  year.  "I'm  not  surprised  at  all.  It  took  a little 
bit  longer  than  I thought." 

Stone,  69,  retired  in  1994  after  16  years,  and  voters  replaced  him 
with  Glenn  Maynor,  the  county's  first  Native  American  sheriff. 

That  Hatcher  has  made  such  strong  friends  and  enemies  is  just  one  part 
of  his  long,  strange  trip.  A prosecutor  once  said  the  case  "sounds 


like  a plot  line  from  'Dallas'  with  'Meet  the  Press'  thrown  in,  and  a 
dash  of  'Miami  Vice.'  " 

Hatcher,  41,  first  drew  widespread  notice  on  Feb.  1,  1988.  Brandishing 
sawed-off  shotguns,  he  and  fellow  Tuscarora  Indian  Timothy  Jacobs 
strode  into  the  offices  of  The  Robesonian  newspaper  in  Lumberton  and 
took  20  staff  members  hostage. 

During  the  tense  10-hour  standoff  before  hundreds  of  law  officers  and 
townspeople,  Hatcher  picked  up  the  phone  and  told  reporters  about 
unsolved  murders,  conditions  at  the  county  jail  and  alleged  drug 
trafficking  by  law  officers. 

Hatcher  and  Jacobs  surrendered  in  the  glare  of  TV  lights  and  cheers  of 
the  crowd  after  getting  a letter  from  then-Gov.  Dim  Martin's  chief  of 
staff,  Phil  Kirk,  agreeing  to  four  demands.  Chief  among  them:  a 
top-level  task  force  to  investigate  the  allegations. 

Their  charges  resonated  in  poor  Robeson  County,  130  miles  east  of 
Charlotte,  where  blacks  and  Indians  who  make  up  about  two-thirds  of 
the  population  have  long  distrusted  the  justice  system. 

In  June  1988,  the  state  task  force  reported  finding  little  evidence  of 
corruption  in  law  enforcement  and  sparse  specifics  about  drug  dealing. 
"We  frankly  were  never  able  to  prove  his  allegations,"  Kirk  said. 

Still,  Hatcher  became  a cause  celebre. 

The  N.C.  Council  of  Churches  declared  him  a political  prisoner  and 
raised  bail  money.  Members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  which  took 
over  the  town  of  Wounded  Knee,  S.D.,  in  1973,  rallied  at  the 
governor's  mansion  for  his  release.  The  famous  New  York  civil  rights 
lawyer  William  Kunstler  agreed  to  represent  him. 

His  journey  took  him  to  Indian  reservations  in  New  York  and  Idaho, 
where  he  hid  out  after  jumping  bail,  and  to  the  Soviet  consulate  in 
San  Francisco,  where  he  tried  to  get  political  asylum. 

It  took  him  to  a federal  courtroom,  where  he  was  acquitted  of 
hostage-taking,  and  to  a state  courtroom,  where  he  pleaded  guilty  to 
14  counts  of  kidnapping  and  was  sentenced  to  18  years  in  prison. 

Hatcher  was  paroled  in  1995  soon  after  he  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS, 
which  he  says  he  contracted  behind  bars. 

On  May  19,  authorities  say,  his  life's  journey  took  him  to  Bud's 
convenience  store  near  Maxton,  where  17-year-old  Michael  Anthony 
Locklear  was  shot  in  the  legs  with  a shotgun.  Hatcher  is  charged  with 
assault  with  a deadly  weapon  in  that  incident.  Investigators  say 
Hatcher  accused  Locklear  of  breaking  into  his  house. 

And  about  10:15  p.m.  Monday,  authorities  allege,  Hatcher  was  near  a 
Maxton  house  where  19-year-old  Brian  McMillan  was  killed,  shot  in  the 
head  and  shoulder  by  a high-powered  rifle.  A 15-year-old  girl  was  also 
hit . 

Hatcher  was  arrested  Tuesday  in  Hamlet,  found  hiding  in  the  back  of  a 
car  stopped  by  police.  He's  charged  with  first-degree  murder,  assault 
with  a deadly  weapon  and  shooting  into  an  occupied  house.  "We  don't 
really  have  a motive,"  though  Locklear  and  McMillan  were  friends,  said 
Robeson  Sheriff's  Capt.  Randal  Patterson. 

Wednesday,  his  journey  took  him  back  to  Central  Prison  in  Raleigh, 
where  he  sits  awaiting  trial  in  the  safekeeper  block  for  prisoners  who 
are  sick  or  are  security  risks.  He's  scheduled  to  appear  in  court 
Wednesday. 

Robeson  District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  said  Wednesday  while  he  hasn't 
made  a final  decision,  for  now  he's  seeking  the  death  penalty  against 
Hatcher  based  on  the  evidence  he  has  been  presented. 

Hatcher's  past  "really  doesn't  make  any  difference"  in  how  he'll 
handle  the  case,  which  probably  won't  go  to  trial  until  next  year 
because  of  a backlog  of  murder  cases,  Britt  said. 

But  the  takeover  11  years  ago  could  have  a big  impact  if  Hatcher  is 
convicted  of  first-degree  murder:  Juries  can  weigh  prior  violent 
felonies  --  such  as  kidnapping  --  when  deciding  between  life  in  prison 
or  the  death  penalty. 

By  coincidence,  on  Saturday  night,  N.C.  public  TV  stations  aired  for 
the  second  time  the  documentary  "Takeover:  The  Trials  of  Eddie 
Hatcher,"  a highly  sympathetic  portrait  of  Hatcher  and  his  case. 


Kirk,  who  helped  negotiate  Hatcher's  surrender  and  is  now  state  school 
board  chairman,  said  he's  only  surprised  by  the  severity  of  the 
charges.  He  said  Hatcher  doesn't  deserve  the  credit  for  Native 
Americans  winning  office  or  other  changes  in  Robeson  County. 

"He's  done  things  in  his  life  that  are  simply  unforgivable,"  Kirk 
said.  "...  I wouldn't  portray  him  as  any  hero." 


NOTE:  In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this 
material  is  distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who 
have  expressed  a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for 
non-profit  research  and  educational  purposes  only.  For  more 
information  go  to:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  23  May  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Tatsch,  Robert  Scott 
CN5578 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  2/5/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Navaho 

Thomas,  Jody 
#EF227359 
PO  Box  726 

Glennville,  GA  30427 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Turberville,  Larry 

#205-377 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Tincher,  Tommy  Dale 

#201-656 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Tuinstra,  Roy  Lee 

#211-225 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  12/26/58 
Ancestry:  Comanche 

Taylor,  Joseph  Lee 
913098  ACH-468 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  10/13/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Tweed,  Jr.,  Robert  Marshall 

#201-714 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  1/15/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Apache 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 


banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : This  is  My  Land"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Mar  1999  22:50:10  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : this  is  my  land... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

take  a minute  if  you  will  and  come  with  me 

we  will  walk  for  moment  above  the  mountain  heights 

come  with  me  and  sing  a song  of  birds  and  flight 

close  your  eyes  and  remember  the  sound  in  your  heart 

this  is  my  land,  these  are  my  people  and  I am  one  of  them 

look  at  the  mountains,  valleys  and  plains  below 

oh  how  they  look  in  the  sunrise  as  we  fly  aloft 

come  my  brother,  come  my  sister,  take  my  hand 

this  is  my  land,  these  are  my  people  and  it  makes  me  sing 

yo,  I am  free,  to  be  all  that  I want,  to  fly  this  way 

across  this  beautiful  land,  I long  to  see  it  all 

take  my  hand  and  let  us  see  it  together,  for  all  our  people 

we,  we  have  survived  to  see  this  day,  beyond  the  valleys 

we,  we  have  surviced  to  see  all  this  that  is  below 

this  is  my  land,  these  are  my  people  and  it  makes  me  sing 

I am  in  myself  an  Indian,  a person  with  five  fingers 

I stand  here  for  all  those  who  stood  here  before 

their  blood  flows  in  my  veins,  their  hopes  and  dreams  lie  in  me 

let  their  spirit  speak  to  me  in  the  wind  and  let  me  listen 

no  one  can  say  this  place  is  not  mine,  it  here  I stay 

I am  one  with  the  sky,  the  earth  and  mountains  below 

let  my  spirit  soar  and  my  heart  sing,  this  is  my  land 

I stand  before  you  and  you  with  me  and  let  us  sing 

this  is  my  land,  these  are  my  people  and  we  are  born  free 

Yo,  hay  yah,  so  let  it  be  known  on  the  earth,  we  are 

born  for  this  land  and  people,  let  everyone  know  it 

I have  survived  for  my  father,  for  those  gone  before 

for  those  who  lay  forgotten  in  the  forests  and  trees,  I am 

I have  survived,  to  breather,  to  sing  and  let  you  know  I am  a child 

born  for  the  forest,  a child  born  for  mesas,  a child  born  for  my  mother 

and  all  those  that  came  before,  I am  native  and  proud 

"RE;  a Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  31  May  1999  13:21:17  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj:  [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  108 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  SONG  OF  THE  PRINTER. 


Pick  and  click. 

Goes  the  type  in  the  stick. 

As  the  printer  stands  at  his  case; 

His  eyes  glance  quick,  and  his  fingers  pick 
The  type  at  a rapid  pace; 

And  one  by  one  as  the  letters  go. 

Words  are  piled  up  steady  and  slow-- 
Steady  and  slow 
but  still  they  grow 
And  words  of  fire  they  soon  will  glow 
Wonderful  words,  that  without  a sound 
Traverse  the  earth  to  its  utmost  bound; 

Words  that  shall  make 
The  tyrant  quake 

And  the  fetters  of  the  oppress'd  shall  break: 
Words  that  can  crumble  an  army's  might. 

Or  treble  its  strength  in  a righteous  fight. 

Yet  the  types  they  look  but  leaden  and  dumb. 

As  he  puts  them  in  place  with  finger  and  thumb; 
But  the  printer  smiles. 

And  his  work  beguiles 

By  chanting  a song  as  the  letters  he  piles. 

With  pick  and  click 

Like  the  world's  chronometer,  tick!  tick!  tick! 

O'  where  is  the  man  with  such  simple  tools 
Can  govern  the  world  as  I? 

With  a printing  press,  an  iron  stick. 

And  a little  leaden  die. 

With  paper  of  white  and  ink  of  black 
I support  the  Right,  and  the  Wrong  attack. 

Say,  where  is  he,  or  who  may  he  be. 

That  can  rival  the  printer's  power? 

To  no  monarchs  that  live  the  wall  doth  he  give: 

Their  sway  lasts  only  an  hour; 

While  the  printer  still  grows,  and  God  only  knows 
When  his  might  shall  cease  to  tower! 


THE  POETIC  IN  THE  INDIAN. 


TO  THE  CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND. 

DEAR  FRIEND: 

In  fulfillment  of  my  promise  to  give  you  once  more  an  article  for  the 
HELPER,  I begin  by  asking  if  you  think  the  bard  who  wrote 
"Lo!  the  poor  Indian  whose  untutored  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds  and  hears  Him  in  the  wind," 
would  pronounce  that  poet  "Poor,"  and  speak  of  him  as  having  an 
"Untutored  Mind,"  who  wrote  that  inimitable  song  in  praise  of  the 

mighty  God  he  worshiped,  and  sung  of  Him  as  He 
"Who  made  the  clouds  His  Chariot 
And  walked  on  the  wings  of  the  wind?" 

Were  not  many  of  our  Indians  poets?  and  is  it  not  to  be  regretted, 
that  while  able  men  have  been  busy  collecting  "Folk  Lore"  others  have 
not  added  to  the  research  and  made  a collection  of  the  poetical 
utterances  of  Indians  of  different  tribes? 

In  reviewing  the  very  limited  opportunities  that  have  been  mine  to 
assist  in  such  a collection,  I have  much  wished  I had  always  sat  with 
pencil  in  hand,  in  social  talks  and  in  listening  to  council  speeches, 
and  secured  the  figures  of  speech  that  flowed  so  naturally  from  many  of 
our  Indian  friends. 

Had  our  interpreters  been  good  English  speakers,  much  of  the  poetry 
that  is  lost  to  us  would  have  been  stored  in  the  speeches  made  by  our 


Indians  when  in  council  with  their  agents. 

I was  often  impressed  with  this  that  when  permitted  to  sit  in  council, 
and  became  assured  of  its  truth,  by  an  incident  which  occurred  near  the 
close  of  my  stay  with  our  adopted  people. 

A Reverend  gentleman  from  New  York  City  visited  us,  and  Eagle  Chief 
with  his  braves  made  our  guest  a call.  Eagle  was  as  usual  very 
enthusiastic  in  speaking  of  his  people,  their  possessions,  their  aims 
and  their  desires. 

At  the  close  of  the  interview  the  gentleman  turned  to  the  agent  and 
said:  "Either  your  Indians  are  very  eloquent  or  you  have  a political 
interpreter. " 

The  compliment  belonged  to  Eagle.  I had  interpreted  his  thoughts  in 
pure  simple  English. 

The  Whiteman  Chief  had  crossed  "The  Silent  River"  before  you  came  to 
us.  Perhaps  his  mind  was  "Untutored,"  but  he  thought  very  wisely  and 
his  words  often  brought  to  us  beautiful  imagery. 


(Continued  on  Fourth  Page.) 
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Through  a business  letter  of  but  a line  or  two  we  see  that  Albert 
Mulligan  is  at  Poplar,  Montana. 

Mr.  Upshaw  and  his  boys  have  their  hands  full  these  days,  cleaning  up 
the  yards  and  planting  new  trees,  -[the  Indian  News,  Genoa,  Nebr. 

Robert  Emmett,  '99,  who  has  been  in  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph  office 
since  graduation,  has  gone  to  the  sea-shore  for  the  summer,  and  expects 
to  return  to  Harrisburg  in  the  Fall.  He  stopped  off  to  see  his  friends 
at  the  school  before  going  east. 

Dr.  Carlos  Montezuma,  Chicago's  Apache  physician,  says  at  the  close  of 
a business  letter:  "I  am  as  usual  hustling  to  live,  but  I am  growing 
fat.  So  you  see  hustling  agrees  with  me  as  it  will  with  all  of  us." 

Mr.  C.Y.  Robe  [Yellowrobe]  left  for  his  home  in  South  Dakota  on  April 
10,  where  he  hopes  to  recuperate.  Our  high  altitude  did  not  agree  with 
him  and  though  sorry  to  leave  us,  as  we  were  to  part  with  him,  he  found 
it  necessary  to  do  so.  -[Ft.  Lewis,  Colo.  Outlook. 

A letter  from  Seichu  '99,  who  went  to  her  home  at  Laguna,  a few  weeks 
ago  says  she  has  found  a delightful  home  with  the  Missionary  there.  She 
also  says  that  Annie  Lockwood,  who  has  been  teaching  at  Albuquerque,  is 
taking  a two  months'  leave  and  is  now  at  Laguna,  New  Mexico. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  to  the  Chief  clerk  of  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand,  printed  on  the  first  page,  is  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  has  spent  thirty  or  more  years  among  the  Indians  of  the 
plains.  Her  testimony  on  Indian  habits  and  thought  is  the  truth  learned 


through  actual  experience  and  observation. 

Isabella  Cornelius,  graduate,  now  teaching  in  Connecticut  sends  her 
dime  for  the  "Weekly  Letter,"  saying  that  "she  cannot  afford  to  lose 
that  good  friend.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  always  glad  to  have  his 
little  paper  appreciated,  and  especially  so  when  words  of  cheer  come 
from  ex-pupils  and  graduates. 

The  first  letter  from  Mrs.  Shaffner  Etnier  has  been  received.  Miss 
Ericson  kindly  gave  us  the  following  items:  They  had  a good  voyage  and 
had  arrived  at  San  Juan  where  they  were  in  detention  on  account  of  the 
longshoremen  striking  for  higher  wages.  Those  natives  in  days  before 
the  war  worked  ten  and  fifteen  hours  daily  for  fifty  cents.  Since  the 
United  States  came  into  power  they  have  received  $2.00  a day  of  eight 
hours,  and  extra  pay  for  extra  hours.  The  extra  pay  does  not  satisfy 
them.  They  want  a dollar  an  hour  while  those  hiring  with  so  pay  but 
twenty-five  cents.  Mrs.  Etnier  says  they  do  not  know  when  they  are  well 
off.  She  does  not  know  how  long  they  will  have  to  wait  before  they  can 
get  their  cargo  unloaded  for  San  Juan.  Ponce  is  on  the  Southern  shore 
of  the  island  which  they  have  to  sail  around  and  touch  two  ports  before 
they  reach  their  future  home.  The  weather  is  hot,  but  the  rainy  season 
has  set  in  and  the  daily  showers  cool  the  air.  At  the  time  she  was 
writing  her  shirt  waist  was  too  thin  a garment  for  comfort.  She  met 
about  a hundred  Americans  at  the  reception  given  in  honor  of  General 
Henry  who  was  about  to  depart.  The  mosquitoes  there  are  something 
terrible  and  they  have  to  protect  themselves  as  she  did  in  China  with  a 
very  fine  netting.  She  is  enjoying  the  cocoa  nut  milk  fresh  from  the 
nut  as  it  comes  from  the  tree,  and  it  is  like  nectar,  she  says,  and 
quenches  thirst  better  than  any  other  drink.  She  is  altogether  well,  is 
perfectly  happy,  and  sends  love  and  greetings  to  all  her  girls  and 
friends  at  Carlisle. 


The  friends  of  George  Hazlett,  '99,  who  went  to  Hoopa  Valley  not  long 
since  as  one  of  the  workers  in  the  School  there,  are  very  sorry  to  learn 
that  he  had  a hemorrhage  of  the  lungs  a few  days  ago,  but  are  pleased  to 
hear  that  he  got  over  it,  and  is  on  the  mend.  George  seemed  so  strong 
and  well  when  here  that  we  never  dreamed  he  had  delicate  lungs.  We 
trust  that  his  condition  is  not  serious,  and  that  he  may  speedily 
recover  his  full  strength. 

A pleasant  business  letter  from  Joseph  Blackbear,  '98,  says  he  likes 
his  position  at  the  Chilocco  School,  Oklahoma,  very  much.  He  has  been 
an  eastern  man  so  long  that  it  will  take  him  some  time  to  get  used  to 
the  winds  of  Oklahoma.  Some  tell  him  that  is  a cyclone  country,  but  it 
does  not  seem  to  disturb  him  much,  and  he  closes  with  the  remark  that  he 
cannot  express  in  words  all  that  Carlisle  has  done  for  him. 

Maggie  Escacerga,  who  lives  at  Chesterville,  has  heard  some  one  say 
that  if  the  Indian  gets  too  much  education  it  would  make  a fool  of  him, 
but  she  thinks  it  is  right  for  them  to  have  some  education,  anyway.  She 
likes  her  country  home  "right  well"  she  says,  and  she  has  a little  pet 
maltese  kitten  of  which  she  is  fond. 

Paul  Teenabikezen  of  the  8th  Cavalry  is  stationed  at  Beldow's 
Island.  Edward  Oga  was  sent  to  Cuba,  and  Paul  is  only  anxious  to  get 
to  his  regiment.  He  says  he  likes  the  army  but  expects  to  like  it 
better  when  he  gets  to  his  regiment.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 

Kensler  who  received  a recent  letter  from  our  soldier  boy,  we  get  these 
items . 

Miss  Burgess  met  Kendall  Paul,  '99,  in  Philadelphia  last  Sunday. 
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Plenty  of  rain  now. 

The  wire  to  stone-crusher  has  been  removed. 

Miss  Newcomer  has  conquered  her  new  wheel. 

Miss  Forster  went  home  to  Harrisburg  on  Sunday. 

Our  boys  go  to  Norristown  to  play  Ursinus  tomorrow. 

Miss  Cochran  spent  Sunday  at  her  home  in  Millerstown. 
Miss  Luckenbach  spent  Sunday  with  friends  in  Harrisburg. 
This  week  29  girls  and  31  boys  went  to  country  homes. 


The  Bennetts  are  getting  around  them  a big  family  of  chickens. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt,  of  Wilson  college,  spent  Sunday  at  home. 

A new  croquet  ground  has  been  started  under  the  Grand  Old  Walnut. 

William  Paul,  brother  of  Kendall,  arrived  from  Alaska  Wednesday 
evening. 

Our  baseball  team  defeated  Mercersburg  on  Saturday  last  by  a score  of 
4 to  3. 

Geo.  Pocatello  has  gone  to  Sisseton  Agency,  South  Dakota,  to  work  at 
his  trade  of  harnessmaking. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  off  for  a few  days  last  week  for  a little  rest 
preparatory  to  his  big  summer's  work  in  building. 

Oscar  Davis  who  was  one  of  the  shut-ins  is  again  at  the  case.  He  has 
put  on  flesh  and  looks  better  than  we  have  seen  him  for  many  a day. 

Interesting  and  impressive  memorial  services  were  held  on  Sunday 
afternoon  in  the  school  chapel  for  the  late  Thomas  Marshall. 

The  Invincible  and  Standard  Societies  will  hold  a combined  farewell 
entertainment  in  the  Assembly  Hall  this  evening. 

Rain  interfered  with  the  game  between  Dickinson  College  and  our  team 
which  was  to  have  come  off  Wednesday. 

Mrs.  Wheelock  and  Edmund  have  returned  from  Hunters'  Run,  in  the 
mountains,  looking  much  better  then  when  they  went. 

Doctors  Hamilton,  Allis,  Hummel,  and  Dames  of  Harrisburg  were  among 
the  visitors  on  Tuesday  escorted  through  the  departments  by  Major  Pratt. 

Those  who  were  quarantined  at  the  hospital  for  two  or  three  weeks  were 
allowed  their  liberty  this  week,  and  they  came  out  looking  fair,  fat  and 
funny,  as  thought  they  had  just  returned  from  a trip  for  their  health, 
and  had  found  it. 

Yes,  there  is  such  a thing  as  being  too  careful  of  one's  body,  but 
when  a person  deliberately  sits  or  lies  in  the  wet  grass  and  declares 
the  ground  is  not  damp,  their  is  something  wrong  in  the  upper-story  of 
that  one  individual. 

The  eminent  Professor  T.A.  Schurr,  whom  we  all  remember  as  the  "bird 
man"  form  his  lectures  a few  years  ago  has  his  interesting  exhibition  of 
insect  specimens  in  the  gymnasium  and  will  be  with  us  for  several  days, 
giving  the  school  an  opportunity  for  scientific  study  in  "bugology." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason,  of  Damestown,  N.Y.,  arrived  on  Saturday  as  was 
expected.  They  are  the  guests  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  and  will  remain 
a few  days. 

Albert  Screamer  expresses  satisfaction  with  his  country  home  in  these 
words:  "Ever  since  I been  out  this  Spring,  I never  see  anything  wrong 
about  me  or  somebody  else." 

Mr.  Standing  has  been  to  Philadelphia  agian  for  a day  or  two  on  teh 
whiskey  trial  of  men  furnishing  whiskey  to  Indina  boys.  One  offender 
was  convicted.  Mr.  Wheelock  went  as  one  of  the  witnesses. 

One  of  our  finest  looking  young  trees  wa  sblown  down  by  the  storm  on 
Tuesday  evening.  On  examination  it  was  found  to  have  a weak  heart. 

Like  some  people,  it  was  fine  looking  on  the  ouside,  but  when  a test  of 
strength  came,  such  as  a big  storm,  it  broke  in  its  weakest  place. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  McKensie,  of  the  great  Lawrenceville  School,  New  Dersey, 
were  among  the  distinguished  visitors  of  the  week.  Dudge  and  Mrs. 
Biddle,  of  Carlisle,  whose  guests  they  were,  and  Mr.  Herman  Biddle,  were 
of  the  party  who  went  the  roudns  of  departments. 

Programme  for  Saturday  evening.  May  20,  on  the  band  stand  as  follows: 

1.  Overture.  "Fra  Diavolo"  - Auber;  2.  Fantasia,  from  "Maritana" 
-Wallace;  3.  Cornet  Solo,  "Daphne  Poka"  -McQuaide;  4.  Clog  Dance, 
"Extravaganza"  -Barrington;  5.  Medley,  "Sweet  Old  Songs"  -Dalbey;  6. 
Prison  Duet  from  "Trovatore"  -Verdi;  7.  "Sambo's  Cake  Walk"  -Wheelock; 

8. "America"  -P.S.  Gilmore. 

Director  Dennison  Wheelock,  fo  the  band,  is  not  such  a late  riser, 
hence  the  mystery  to  his  wife  when  he  was  so  fearful  of  oversleeping 
Tuesday  monring  in  his  plannning  to  take  the  early  train  for 
Philadelphia.  He  was  so  afraid  that  he  said:  "I  believe  I iwll  go 
Monday  evening  so  as  to  be  sure."  But  the  cat  was  soon  out  of  the  bag 
when  Mrs.  Wheelock  picked  up  the  evening  paper  and  read  that  a number  of 
Carlisle  people  attended  Forepaugh's  circus  in  Harrisburg  on  Monday 


evening,  and  among  them  Professor  Dennison  wheelock.  Mrs.  Wheelock  was 
ready  for  him  when  he  returned  from  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  said  he  is 
beginning  to  wish  now  that  he  had  run  the  risk  of  oversleeping. 

Messrs.  Donas  and  Timothy  Ely,  the  former  of  Newtown  and  the  latter  of 
Hatboro,  surprised  their  sister.  Miss  Ely  of  our  school,  on  thursday 
evening  last  by  comign  in  upon  her  unannounced,  or  rather  she  came  in 
upon  them  at  supper  on  her  return  from  town.  The  brotehrs  are  twins, 
and  were  born  May  12th,  1829.  They  came  to  Carlisle  to  celebrate  teh 
anniversary  of  hteir  birth,  adn  remained  two  days,  one  of  which,  they 
went  with  their  sister  to  visit  the  Battlefield  of  Gettysburg.  Miss 
Miles  accompanied  the  party.  The  brothers  had  an  enjoyable  time  in  teh 
two  days  iwth  us  and  made  many  friends.  They  proved  themselves  crack 
croquet  players,  which  also  was  a surprise,  we  like  to  be  surprised  at 
Calrisle,  and  we  hope  that  the  Ely  brothers  may  surprise  all  their 
friends  by  piling  up  their  birthday  anniversaries  for  many  years  after 
the  ordinary  period  for  man  to  live. 
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One  instance  will  suffice: 

He  was  telling  of  his  visit  to  Washington  and  of  the  wonders  his  white 
brothers  showed  him;  of  the  bowl  of  shining  liquid  he  was  told  to  lift, 
that  came  near  falling  to  the  floor  because  he  did  not  know  its  weight; 
of  the  drop  he  was  told  to  gather  up,  that  so  persistently  eluded  his 
touch,  and  it  broke  into  many  tiny  drops  running  hither  and  thither. 

Then  there  was  a gun,  into  the  barrel  of  which  he  saw  the  bullet 
forcibly  pressed,  and  saw,  too,  the  mark  on  the  distant  target  that  the 
bullet  had  made,  but  he  heard  no  explosion,  and  it  impressed  him  it 
would  be  well  for  his  people  to  have  such  arms,  that  when  their  enemy 
came  to  fight,  they  would  see  their  men  fall,  and  hearing  no  sound,  they 
would  believe  "the  Miracle  Worker"  was  fighting  against  them  and  would 
flee . 

There  came  a day  when  the  people  were  dressed  very  nicely  and  gathered 
in  a large  house,  where  they  sang  songs,  and  a man  standing  above  the 
assembly  seemed  to  be  speaking  to  "The  Invisible  One"  and  afterward 
talked  to  the  people.  The  next  day  when  all  went  to  their  work,  they 
looked  very  happy,  shaking  hands  with  each  other.  He  wished  his  people 
to  have  such  a day. 

He  was  taken  to  see  "The  Great  Waters"  and  there  was  something  the 
white  man  had  not  done  and  his  people  could  not  imitate. 

He  looked,  that  he  might  see  the  other  side,  but  it  was  all  water;  he 
looked  again  thinking  the  distant  shore  had  eluded  him;  still  he  saw 
nothing  but  water.  The  third  time  he  gave  a piercing  look;  then  with 
hand  on  mouth  and  breast  and  bowed  head  he  said: 

"I  could  not  comprehend;  it  was  like  God.' 

Chiefs  and  braves  were  not  alone  in  their  poetical  fancies. 

I cannot  forget  the  magnificent  young  man  who  came  from  the  village 
one  day,  dressed  in  waist-cloth  and  moccasins,  and  with  quiver  at  his 
back  and  bow  in  hand,  leaned  on  the  low  window  sill  of  our  log  school 
room  that  he  might  see  the  pupils  and  note  the  furnishings  of  the  room. 

The  portrait  in  miniature  of  Daniel  Webster  which  hung  against  the 
wall  caught  his  eye,  and  after  looking  at  it  for  a time  he  asked 
permission  to  enter  the  room  and  take  a nearer  view. 

He  gazed  long  and  earnestly,  then  turning  asked: 

"Who  is  that . " 

On  being  told  he  was  a chief  whose  home  was  near  the  Great  Waters,  who 
sat  in  the  council  halls  of  our  nation,  he  looked  again  at  the  picture 
seeming  to  try  to  write  every  lineament  on  his  mind,  then  stepping 
backward  with  that  peculiar  Indian  grace  which  we  have  seen  but  cannot 
imitate,  and  placing  his  hand  on  his  heart  he  said: 

"today  I have  seen  a man." 

I would  like  to  be  an  artist  and  produce  in  bronze  the  figure  and 
attitude  of  that  splendid  manly  form  when  he  made  that  terse  poetical 
speech . 

Yours  Sincerely, 


MRS.  E.G.  PLATT. 

OBERLIN,  OHIO,  May  1,  1899. 


A CARLISLE  BOY. 


Ed.  Chouteau,  one  of  oun  boys,  was  in  town  toady.  Edwin  informs  us  he 
is  farming  south  of  town  six  miles  and  his  crops  looks  well.  Ed.  is  an 
ex-student  of  that  worthy  Carlisle  school  and  the  training  he  received 
there  in  his  early  days  bids  fair  to  remain  with  him  through  life.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  more  of  our  young  men  do  not  attend  that  school. 

-[The  Osage  Journal. 


CYCLONE  PROOF. 


There  is  a saying  among  all  American  Indians  that  none  of  them  were  ever 
killed  by  a hurricane,  cyclone  or  gale  of  wind.  No  fullblood  Indian  is 
afraid  of  a storm  and  if  one  was  ever  killed  in  that  way,  it  has  escaped 
record  and  tradition  has  ignored  the  incident. 

-[Indian  Journal. 


CHILOCCO. 


Chilocco  Indian  ball  team  started  Wednesday  for  Purcell,  Oklahoma 
City,  Norman  and  other  points  where  they  will  cross  bats  with  the  pale 
face.  Chilocco  has  a good  team. 

[Blackwell  Sun,  Okla. 


ball  schedule 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  9,  10,  7 is  made  into  bread  and  sometimes  into  whiskey. 

My  13,  12,  3 is  found  on  roofs. 

My  1,  2,  4,  6,  soldiers  do  with  swords. 

My  14,  15,  12,  11  a boy  is  sometimes  called. 

My  5,  4,  8 is  what  the  Filipinos  are  "at". 

My  whole  is  what  our  boys  are  watching  these  days  with  expectant  eyes. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Vacation. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  You're  Not  Indian"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere . net> 

Subj : You're  Not  Indian 

You  say  he  isn't  full-blood 
though  his  Ancestors  he's  traced 
you  say  he  can't  belong  here 
and  it's  written  in  your  face 

How  is  that  you've  forgotten 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 

that  belonging  to  the  Grandfathers 
is  not  written  in  your  skin 

If  we  are  to  live  together 
and  build  a future  bright 
we  must  stop  and  once  consider 
what  makes  us  wrong  and  right 


Great  Spirit  isn't  counting 
the  color  of  your  skin 
He  knows  you  most  for  certain 
by  what  there  is  within 

If  Grandfathers  could  see  us 
while  be  bicker  and  we  fight 
their  tears  would  fill  the  rivers 
in  just  one  single  night 

My  Grandmother  had  taught  me 
when  I was  very  small 
if  you  can't  love  your  Brother 
you're  not  Indian  at  all 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Dun  99  09:12:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  13-19 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

13 

Give  freely  of  yourself  in  all  endeavors. 

14 

In  all  things,  turn  anger  into  industry. 

15 

Even  the  clumsiest  hand  can  create  a thing  of  beauty. 

16 

Acknowledge  the  duality  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

17 

Embrace  life  with  joy,  and  never  let  it  go! 

18 

All  great  schemes  were  born  of  dreams. 

19 

Sing  with  the  voice  of  the  wind. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  31  May  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  01  Dun  1999  13:50:26  -0400 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Leonard  Peltier  Conference 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a copy  of  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  Program.  If  you 
have  not  registered  yet  but  are  planning  on  attending  please  do  so  now! 

This  is  especially  important  for  anyone  planning  to  stay  in  a dorm  room.  If 
you  know  of  people  who  are  coming  please  ask  them  if  they  have  registered. 
In  two  weeks  we  have  to  give  Haskell  University  our  final  count  on  rooms 


and  meals  and  after  that  we  will  be  unable  to  register  anyone  who  needs  a 
dormitory  room  and/or  meals  provided.  Thank  you  and  we  look  forward  to 
meeting  you  soon ! ! ! 

The  LPDC  staff  collective 

Program  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 
Sponsored  By  the  LPDC 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774/fax  (785)  842-5796 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University- -Lawrence,  Kansas 
FRIDAY,  IUNE  25 

2:00  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Registration  at  Haskell  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Dinner  at  Cafeteria  and  Welcoming  by  LPDC  staff  and 
Peltier  family. 

7:00  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m.  Opening  prayer  and  Peltier  honoring  song  will  be 
followed  by  a cultural,  historical,  and  political  presentation  on  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  it.  This  panel  discussion 
will  be  presented  by  Oglala  survivors.  Dean  Bordeaux  Roach,  Dean  Day,  and 
Edgar  Bear  Runner. 

SATURDAY,  DUNE  26 

7:00  Morning  ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  breakfast 

9:00-10:00  Presentation  by  Legal  Team--Eric  Seitz,  Dennifer  Harbury,  Carl 
Nadler,  Dim  Leonard  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on  Leonard's  current 
legal  situation.  Seitz  is  a Criminal  lawyer  who  represented  Leonard  during 
his  last  appeal  and  is  currently  handling  his  medical  situation  as  well  as 
exploring  new  legal  possibilities.  Dennifer  Harbury  is  an  attorney  and 
renowned  human  rights  activist.  She  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on 
the  effort  to  have  the  remaining  6000  FOIA  documents  released  as  well  as  a 
possible  complaint  with  the  OAS.  Carl  Nadler,  who  has  been  representing 
Leonard  since  the  trial  will  discuss  current  issues  regarding  the  Federal 
Parole  Board.  Facilitator:  Gina  Chiala,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:00-10:30  Questions  and  Answers  for  the  legal  team 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Prison  Issues--During  this  presentation  ex-prisoners,  Helen 
Felix  Baca,  Ben  Carnes,  Bobby  Castillo,  and  Ida  Robinson  as  well  as  Native 
Prisoner  Advocate,  Deborah  Peebles,  will  talk  about  some  of  their 
experiences  in  prison  and  some  important  current  prison  issues  and  relate 
this  to  what  Leonard  is  experiencing.  Bobby  Castillo  is  an  ex  Marion 
Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met  Leonard  in  prison  and  was  vital  in  obtaining 
the  European,  Italian,  and  Belgian  Resolutions  in  support  of  freedom  for 
Peltier.  Helen  Felix  Baca  was  in  maximum  security  federal  prison  for  four 
years  and  also  is  an  advocate  for  Leonard.  Ben  Carnes  is  a former  prisoner, 
a National  Spokesperson  for  the  LPDC,  and  an  advocate  for  Native  prisoners. 
Ida  Robinson  was  a political  prisoner  for  10  years  and  has  since  become  a 
strong  advocate  for  prisoners  with  children.  Deborah  Peebles  works  with 
the  United  Tribes  Cultural  Group  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary. 

Facilitator:  Daime  Gutierrez,  Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee 
12:00-1:00  lunch 

1:00-2:15  International  Campaign--The  International  Campaign  to  free  Peltier 
is  important.  Many  human  rights  atrocities  have  come  to  an  end  because  of 
pressure  from  the  international  community.  During  this  presentation 
Mandela's  lawyer  and  human  rights  activist,  Lennox  Hinds,  European  LPSG 
coordinator,  Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini,  former  South  African  Political 
Prisoner,  Dennis  Brutus,  and  a representative  for  Amnesty  International  will 
discuss  current  actions  being  taken  on  an  international  level  for  Peltier. 
Possibilities  of  future  international  strategies  will  be  explored  as  well. 
Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
2:15-2:30  Break 

2:30-4:00  Panel  on  Grass  Roots  Organizing- -A  proposal  for  upcoming  actions, 
public  outreach  and  fund  raising  will  be  presented.  Also  discussed  will  be 
the  history  of  Non-Violent  Civil  Disobedience,  group  decision  making,  and 
on-campus  organizing.  This  panel  will  be  presented  by  First  Nations 
activist  and  Professor,  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  Food  Not  Bombs  co-founder,  CT 
Butler,  North  West  Regional  LPSG  coordinator,  Arthur  Miller,  and 
co-defendent  of  the  Chicago  8 and  life  long  activist,  David  Dellinger. 


Facilitator:  Patricia  Benabe',  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
4:00-4:15  break 

4:15-5:30  Political  Prisoners--How  can  we  continue  to  strengthen  the 
movement  to  free  all  political  prisoners?  What  legal  and  grass  roots 
actions  can  be  taken  on  a group  level?  This  panel  discussion  will  be  lead 
by  Safiaya  Bukari,  Jericho  spokesperson , Geronimo  Ji  Jaga,  recently  released 
Black  Panther  Political  Prisoner,  Pam  Africa,  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia 
Abu  Jamal  and  MOVE  member,  Marcos  Vilar,  Defense  Committee  for  Puerto  Rican 
Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War,  Jamila  Levi,  companera  of  freedom 
fighter,  Ray  Luc  Lavasseur,  former  political  prisoner.  Bear  Lincoln 
(invited),  Andrew  Ascherl  for  Mondo  we  Langa  and  Ed  Poindexter,  and  Jaime 
Gutierrez,  National  Defense  Coordinator  for  La  Raza  political  prisoner, 
Ramsey  Muniz. 

Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
5:30-6:30  Dinner 

6:30-7:30  Political  Prisoner  Panel  continued. 

8:00-10:00  Entertainment  and  open  class  rooms  available  for  auxilary 
meetings . 

SUNDAY,  3UNE  27 

7:00  Morning  Ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  Breakfast 

9:00  - 10:30  Lobbying  Presentation--This  presentation  will  update  us  as  to 
what  current  lobbying  efforts  are,  who  is  supportive,  and  how  we  can  help 
support  these  efforts.  Jennifer  Flarbury,  lawyer  and  renowned  human  rights 
activist,  Ernie  Stevens,  Jr.  Vice  President  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  Keith  Jennings,  president  of  the  African  American 
Human  Rights  Foundation  will  be  on  this  panel  and  they  will  also  talk  about 
the  most  effective  ways  to  lobby  elected  officials,  tribal  governments,  and 
NGOs. 

Facilitator : Jean  Day,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Break  into  Working  Groups  for  Introductions 
12:00-1:00  Lunch 

1:00-2:30  Begin  developing  Working  Group  Strategies-Topics  of  working  groups 
will  be: 

Future  Direct  Action/Demonstrations 
Lobbying  and  Letter  Writing 
Fund  Raising 

Media/Writing/Speaking  and  Public  Outreach 
On-Campus  Organizing 
Legal  Research 

2:45-4:00  Continue  Working  Groups-develop  concrete  strategies. 

4:00-5:00  Closing  with  working  group  proposals  and  closing  ceremony  by 
David  Chief  , Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < 

lpdc-change@mail-list . com 

with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


Date:  Wed,  2 Jun  1999  15:13:38  EDT 
From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 

Subj : 10th  Annual  All  My  Relations  Pow-Wow  Celebration 
The  Paul  Family  Hosts 

The  10th  Annual  All  My  Relations  Pow-Wow  Celebration 
June  18,  19,  20,  1999 

Swinomish  Gymnasium,  LaConner,  Washington  USA 
Grand  Entries: 

Friday,  7 p.m. 


Saturday  1 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 

Sunday  1 p.m. 

Meals  (served  free  ~ donations  welcome) 

Friday:  Soup  Nite 

Saturday:  Feast  Dinner 

Saturday  & Sunday:  Breakfasts 

Traditional  (lackpot)  Contest  Dancing 

Dingle  Dance  Special  on  Sunday 

Traditional  Indian  Wedding  Saturday  Afternoon 

Craft  Tables  $75/weekend 

Food  Vendors:  $150/weekend 

For  information  contact:  Kevin  or  Patricia  Paul  (360)  466-3906 
This  is  an  alcohol-free  and  drug-free  event 
Open  to  the  Public 


Date:  04  Dun  1999  09:59:26  EDT 

From:  Linda.M.Welch@Dartmouth.EDU  (Linda  M.  Welch) 

Subj : ABENAKIS  in  NH. 

SAGAKWA  '99  7th  Annual  Native  American  Cultural  Weekend  will  be  held  in 
Twin  Mountain  on  Duly  10  and  11.  I hope  you  can  make  it  this  year!  But 
please  pass  the  info  on  to  others  at  the  Native  Studies. 

SAGAKWA  '99 
DULY  10  AND  11  1999 
TWIN  MOUNTAIN  NH 
DRUMS:  101  AND  FOUR  WINDS 

HEAD  DANCERS:  DAWN  AND  CASSIUS  SPEARS  AND  CHILDREN 
SPECIAL  GUESTS  PERFORMERS:  WOLFSONG 
W' ABENAKI  DANCERS 
INCAS  SAPI  BAND  AND  DANCERS 
BRENDA,  SPARROW  AND  WAYA  DIMALANTA 
EMCEE:  DULES  STRONGBOW 
VENDERS:  30 
18TH  CENTURY  VILLAGE 

FREE  SHUTTLE  BUS.  PARKING  - RT  302  BEHIND  GARNEAUS  GARAGE 

RT  3 TWIN  MOUNTAIN  AIR  PORT 
HOURS  9 AM  TO  5 PM  SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 

IF  ANYONE  FROM  INDIAN  STUDIES  WOULD  LIKE  TO  COME  FOR  THE  WEEKEND  PLEASE 
LET  ME  KNOW.  I CAN  ARRANGE  FREE  CAMPING  FOR  THEM  AT  THE  EVENT. 

NANCY  CRUGER  869-3326 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  EITHER  MYSELF  OR  1-800-245-TWIN 
THANK  YOU 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj:  First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

(917) -253-3404 

(212)666-9478 


on 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

###  ###  -30-  ###  ### 


Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  20:45:39  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Aboriginal  Voices  Media  Conference:  _Telling  OUR  Story_ 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Date:  Thursday,  Dune  3,  1999 

From:  Ann  Pohl  <annpohl@interlog. com> 

Details  about  the  AbVo  Media  Conference,  Telling  OUR  Story, 

which  is  part  of  the  Aboriginal  Voices  Festival  of  film,  music,  literary 

readings.  Unity  Peace  March,  and  more  (Dune  16  -21).  Look  us 

up  on  the  'net'  for  more  information.  URL:  http://www.abvoices.com 

If  you  are  interested  in  lower-cost  accommodation,  try  these 

university  residences,  which  rent  single  or  double  rooms  by  the  night 
or  week  during  the  summer  when  the  students  are  not  in  residence: 
Victoria  College  - 416-585-4524  ($48/single  & $68  for  two  in  a room, 
and  prices  include  a full  breakfast); 

New  College  - 416-978-8877  (accommodation  starts  at  $25/person 
in  a shared  room.) 

Both  of  these  residences  are  within  a few  blocks  walking  distance  from 
the  Native  Canadian  Centre,  the  main  downtown  corners  of  Bloor  and 
Yonge  Street  and  - best  of  all!  - the  Telling  OUR  Story  AbVo  Media 
Conference  site  . They  are  a convenient  transit  ride  from  the 
Harbourfront  Centre  where  all  the  Festival's  cultural  activities  and 
on-site  live  broadcasting  and  webcasting  studio  will  be  happening! 

You  will  require  a credit  card  to  reserve  these  rooms. 

Another  choice  - less  spartan,  and  slightly  more  expensive  but  still 
moderate  cost  - for  accommodation  is  at  the  International  Convention 
Centre:  416-979-5301,  which  is  even  closer  to  Yonge  Street  and  very 
much  'in  the  downtown'. 

If  you  want  to  go  more  up-scale,  and  require  information  about  hotels, 
please  let  me  know  or  call  one  of  our  Festival  staff,  Demelda  phone: 
416-973-4147. 

Dust  remember,  if  you're  interested  in  the  Alanis  Obomsawin  Tribute 
on  Dune  16th,  you  must  book  ahead  to  reserve  your  seat. 

Ann  Pohl/  for  the 
Conference  Committee 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Telling  OUR  Story 

+ the  AbVo  Media  Conference  ~ will  take  place  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  in  the  Medical  Sciences  Building  Dune  16,  17,  18,  1999 
+ Part  of  the  Aboriginal  Voices  Festival:  Dune  16  - 21  in  Toronto  ~ 

The  three  days  of  Telling  OUR  Story  will  be  set  in  the  framework 
of  the  many  challenges  facing  Aboriginal  Media  Makers  during  the 
coming  decade: 

Our  demographics:  The  fastest  growing  population  in  this  part  of 

Turtle  Island,  half  our  population  is  under  16  years  of  age. 

Our  social  and  economic  conditions:  While  Canada  is  rated  #1  on 

the  UN's  quality  of  living  scale;  that  same  scale  places  First  Nations 
as  60th  place  in  world-wide  quality  of  life. 

Frontiers  in  Communications  Technology:  Constantly  changing,  new 

technologies  offer  exciting  opportunities  for  our  Peoples  to  link  across 
Turtle  Island  - even  globally  - with  other  First  Peoples  and  other 
cultures  to  Tell  OUR  Story  and  learn  from  others. 

The  Advent  of  APTN:  Aboriginal  People's  Television  Network  will  be 

launched  in  September,  1999.  That  means  employment  opportunities, 
but  it  also  means  we  have  to  sharpen  our  skills  and  our  creativity  to 


Tell  OUR  Story  effectively. 

The  Aboriginal  Voices  Media  Conference  begins  with  a keynote  address 
on  Telling  OUR  Story  in  a good  way,  by  film-maker  emeritus  Alanis 
Obomsawin.  Ms.  Obomsawin  will  be  the  Guest  of  Honour  at  a Special 
Tribute  on  Wednesday,  Dune  16th,  at  the  Pier  I Restaurant  near  the 
Harbourfront  Centre. 

Over  the  three  days,  we  will  examine  current  issues  in  print  journalism, 
publishing,  radio  and  television.  You  will  be  able  to  go  home  with  lots 
of  new  contacts,  vital  and  exciting  information  and  even  hands-on 
experience  at  web-casting  in  Real  Audio  and  Real  Video. 

The  Conference  will  close  with  a general  discussion  on  OUR  priorities 
for  meeting  the  challenges  of  the  coming  decade. 

Telling  OUR  Story:  WEDNESDAY,  Dune  16th 
Aboriginal  Voices  Media  Conference  Schedule 
REGISTRATION  ~ beginning  at  8 a.m.  ~ 
continues  throughout  the  day 
Morning  PLENARY  CIRCLE/  9:00  - 10:15  am/ 

Opening  Ceremony 

Keynote  Address:  featuring  Alanis  Obomsawin  speaking  on 
"Telling  OUR  Story":  Meeting  the  Challenges  Facing  Aboriginal 
Media  Makers  during  the  Coming  Decade. 

Morning  Consecutive  Workshops/10:30  - Noon 
**  Producing  a TV  series  - A Panel  presentation  and  discussion 
with  Alyson  Feltes,  Dordan  Wheeler  and  Barbara  Samuels 
**  How  to  Maintain  a Free  Press  - A Panel  presentation  and  discussion 
with  Ben  Winton,  Dames  Wastasecoot,  Minnie  Two  Shoes,  Linda  Powless 
**  Case  Study:  Hitting  the  National  - Hosted  by  Carla  Robinson,  Anchor 
for  CBC's  Newsworld  Tonight 

**  Aboriginal  Languages  in  Print  Media  - Presentation  by  language 
experts  Pat  Ningwence  and  Amos  Key 

Noon-hour  Break  - lunch  available  on  site 

Afternoon  PLENARY  CIRCLE/  1:30  - 3:00  pm/  Building  an  Aboriginal 
Radio  Network  across  Turtle  Island  --  This  topic  will  be  explored  by 
Gary  Farmer  , David  McLeod  - with  NCI  which  has  a successful  network 
in  Manitoba,  and  Doe  Leon  - from  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite. 

Open  discussion  follows. 

Afternoon  Consecutive  Workshops/1: 30  - 3:00  pm 
**  Internet  Nation  - Linking  and  Webcasting/Skawenatti  Tricia  Fragnito, 
of  Cyber  Powwow,  will  introduce  the  possibilities  and  answer  questions. 

**  Humour  in  Aboriginal  Culture  in  the  Media  --  Start  laughing!  Hosted 
by  Thomas  King  and  Drew  Hayden  Taylor 
**  Creating  Documentaries  with  our  People,  in  our  Communities  with 
Peggy  Berryhill,  Radio  Documentarist  and  Alanis  Obomsawin,  Film/Video 
Documentarist 

**  Cracking  Bias  in  the  Mainstream  Media  --  Three  experts  from:  the  US: 
Ben  Wintonj  the  AFN:  Maurice  Switzerland  Caldwell  FN:  Bud  White  Eye, 
Intensive  'Hands-On'  Workshop/  6:30  - 9:30  pm/  WWW  Broadcasting: 

Linking  into  Cyber  Powwow  and  Beyond  - with  Skawenatti  Tricia  Fragnito 
and  the  Aboriginal  Voices  106.3  FM  webcasting  team  on  location  at  the 
Harbourfront  Centre. 

Telling  OUR  Story:  Thursday,  Dune  17th 
Aboriginal  Voices  Media  Conference  Schedule 

Morning  PLENARY  CIRCLE/  9:00  - 10:15  am/  What's  Happening  in  Aboriginal 
Publishing?  An  open  forum  with  thought-provoking  presentations  by  Greg 
Young-Ing  of  Theytus  Books,  Darlene  Speidel  of  the  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Cultural  Centre  publishing  department,  and  Kateri  Akiwenzie  Damm  & Renee 
Abram  from  Kegedonce  Press.  Followed  by  questions  and  answers. 

Morning  Consecutive  Workshops/10:30  - Noon 
**  Aboriginal  Languages  in  Broadcast  Media  Presentation  by  language 
experts  Pat  Ningwence  and  Amos  Key 
**  Webcasting:  What  will  it  do  for  our  Peoples,  for  our  Nations?  A 
Penetrating  consideration  of  this  topic  from  Tuscarora  intellectual 


Jolene  Rickard,  with  Skawennati  Fragnito 
**  Distribution  of  Media  Products:  Looking  for  Solutions  with  Darlene 
Speidel,  Jkanes  Wastasecoot  and  (to  be  confirmed)  lames  Bruchac 
will  explore  this  topic 

**  Aboriginal  Editorial  Practice  --  Greg  Young-Ing  and  Minnie  Two  Shoes 
will  lead  this  discussion 

Noon-hour  Break  - lunch  available  on  site 

Afternoon  PLENARY  CIRCLE/  1:00  - 3:00pm/  Building  an  Effective 
Network  of  Aboriginal  Media  Makers  across  Turtle  Island  --  It's  been 
tried  in  Canada  - but  we'll  get  it  right  after  this!  Presentations  by 
Paul  Demain,  Amos  Key  and  Linda  Powless  (to  be  confirmed). 

Afternoon  Consecutive  Workshops:  1:30  - 3:00  pm 
**  Internet  Nation  with  Skawenatti  Tricia  Fragnito,  of  Cyber  Powwow, 
will  introduce  the  possibilities  and  answer  questions 
**  Preparing  Aboriginal  Media  Students  to  'Tell  OUR  Story'  --  Looking 
forward  with  Peggy  Berryhil  and  Monique  Manatch,  followed  by  discussion 
**  Flow  to  Start  a Radio  Station  with  Three  real  experts:  3ohn  Matthews, 
Cecil  Isaac  and  David  McLeod  can  answer  all  your  questions 
**  The  Principles  of  Journalistic  Independence  - Discussion  of  the 
media's  role  in  holding  leaders  accountable  & more:  Miles  Morriseau  & 

Ben  Winton 

Intensive  'Hands-On'  Workshop/6:30  - 9:30  pm/  WWW  Broadcasting:  Linking 
into  Cyber  Powwow  and  Beyond  - with  Skawenatti  Tricia  Fragnito  and  the 
Aboriginal  Voices  106.3  FM  webcasting  team  on  location  at  the  Harbourfront 
Centre . 

Telling  OUR  Story:  Friday,  June  18th 
Aboriginal  Voices  Media  Conference  Schedule 

Morning  Plenary  Circle/9:00  - 10:15am/  APTN  (Aboriginal  Peoples 
Television  Network)  An  Infomration  Session  with  Panel  Presentation, 
Questions  and  Answers  The  panel  will  include  Abraham  Tagalik  APTN 
Chief  Operating  Officer,  and  Board  Members  Brenda  Chambers  and 
David  Tuccaro. 

Morning  Consecutive  Workshops/10:30  - Noon 
**  Opportunities  and  Investors  with  Roman  Bitmann,  Jerry  Giverson 
and  other  APTN  staff  and  Board  Members  will  resource  this  session, 
together  with  successful  film-makers:  Panel  and  Q & A 
**  Artistic  Vision  and  Owning  Copyrights  with  Jim  Jarmusch  and  Victor 
Maysayesva  - very  different  and  outstanding  Media  Makers  - will 
discuss  their  ideas  and  listen  to  yours 

Noon-hour  Break  - lunch  available  on  site 

Plenary  Circle/1:00  - 2:45  pm/Think  you've  got  an  idea  that'll  make  a 
"hit"  on  TV?  Come  to  this  PITCHING  SESSION  with  your  2 minute 
presentation.  Abraham  Tagalik,  APTN  C.O.O.,  and  various  APTN  Board 
members  will  listen  to  YOUR  proposals.  This  may  be  your  lucky  day! 

Plenary  Circle/3  - 4 pm/BRIEF  Summary  Reports  from  Plenary 
Discussions  and  Selected  Workshops  leading  Into 

Plenary  Circle/4  - 5 pm/Open  Discussion  on  Meeting  the  Challenges 
Facing  Aboriginal  Media  Makers  in  the  Coming  Decade 
Closing  ~ 5:00  p.m. 

Intensive  'Hands-On'  Workshop/6:30  - 9:30  pm/WWW  Broadcasting: 

Linking  into  Cyber  Powwow  and  Beyond  - with  Skawenatti  Tricia  Fragnito 
and  the  Aboriginal  Voices  106.3  FM  webcasting  team  on  location  at  the 
Harbourfront  Centre. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Ann  Pohl,  Conference  Organizer:  416-537-3520 

Roberta  Wraith,  Conference  Facilitator:  416-693-0689 

email:  annpohl@interlog.com 

FAX:  416-538-2559 

Festival  Info:  416-973-4147 

RESOURCE  PEOPLE 


Abraham  Tagalik  - COO  (Chief  Operating  Officer)  of  APTN 
(Aboriginal  Peoples  Television  Network) 

Alanis  Obonsawin  (Abenaki)  - documentarist  emeritus, 
associated  with  the  NFB 

Alison  Feltes  - Creator,  Writer,  Producer  of  "Traders"  and  "Dustice", 
working  with  Atlantis  Alliance 

Amos  Key  - Woodland  Cultural  Centre;  Sweetgrass  Language  Institute:; 
President  of  Board  of  CKRZ  FM 

Barbara  Samuels  - Creator  & Executive  Producer  of  "North  of  Sixty" 

& "Black  Hrbour" 

Ben  Winton  - Editor  of  quarterly  "Native  Peoples  Magazine" 
out  of  Pheonix,  Arizona 

Brenda  Chambers  - Independent  Producer  in  Whitehorse, 

APTN  Board  Member 

Bud  White  Eye  (to  be  confirmed)  - CBC  and  print  journalist. 
Communications  Director  for  Caldwell  FN 

Carla  Robinson  (Flaisla  & Fleiltsuk  FNs)  - Anchor,  Newsworld  Tonight,  CBC 

Cecil  Isaac  - Founder  and  Manager,  Walpole  Island  Radio  Station 

Dan  Smoke  and  Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Elders;  Native  News  Network; 

producers  of,  "Smoke  Signals";  columnist 

Darlene  Speidel  - Saskatchewan  Indian  Cultural  Centre, 

publications  department 

David  McLeod  (Metis,  Camperville)  - Native  Communications  Inc  - 
55-community  radio  network 

David  Tuccaro  - National  Aboriginal  Business  Association, 

APTN  Board  Member 

Drew  Hayden  Taylor  (Ojibway)  - writer  & award-winning  playwright; 
directing  NFB  Aboriginal  humour  video 

Gary  Farmer  - Actor,  Founder  & Editor-In-Chief  of  "Aboriginal  Voices" 
Magazine/Radio,  APTN  Board  Member 
Greg  Young-Ing  - Theytus  Books  Ltd.,  En'Owkin 
International  School  of  Writing 

lames  Bruchac  (to  be  confirmed)  - Native  American  Authors  Catalogue 
distribution  house 

lames  Wastasecoot  - Manitoba-based  Publisher  of  "First  Perspectives", 
Founder  of  Aboriginal  Media  Cooperative 

lerry  Giverson  - Television  Northern  Canada,  telecommunications 
specialist,  APTN  Staff 

lim  larmusch  - Top  U.S.  independent  Film-maker:  "Dead  Man", 

"Down  By  Law"  , "Stranger  Than  Paradise",  "Ghost  Dog" 
loe  Leon  - AIROS  (American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite)  Producer 
lohn  Matthews  - Promethean  Electronics:  has  established  countless 
campus  and  territorial  community  radio  stations 

lolene  Rickard(Tuscarora)  - Photographer,  Academic,  Museum  Curator 
Iordan  Wheeler  - author  of  "Brothers  in  Arms";  Screenwriter : 

"North  of  60  ",  creative  force  behind  "The  Rez" 

Kateri  Akiwenzie  Damm  - Publisher,  Kegedonce  Press,  and  Renee  Abram, 
Publishing  Assistant 

Linda  Powless  - Publisher  of  "Turtle  Island  News"  from  Six  Nations 
of  the  Grand  River,  Founder  of  Native  lournalists  Association 
Maurice  Switzer  - AFN  (Assembly  of  First  Nations)  Director  of 
Communications;  "Debwewin"  Media  Watch  Project 
Miles  Morriseau  - Aboriginal  Program  Officer  at  Canada  Council 
Minnie  Two  Shoes  - MA  in  lournalism:.  Founding  Member  NA1A; 
writer:  "News  from  Indian  Country" 

Monique  Manatch  (Algonquin)  - Program  Developer,  Aboriginal 
Media  Prog.,  First  Nations  Technical  Inst.,  Tyendinaga,  Mohawk  Territory 
Pat  Ningwence  - Writer,  Actor,  Language  Specialist  and  Translator 
in  OjiCree 

Paul  Demain  - Publisher  of  "News  From  Indian  Country" 

Peggy  Berryhill  - Radio  documentary  Producer, Native  American  Public 
Broadcasting  Consortium,  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  others 
Roman  Bittman  - Film-maker,  established  Nova  Scotia  Film  Development 
process,  APTN  Board  Member 

Skawennati  Tricia  Fragnito  - "Cyber  Powwow"  -using  the  internet 


for  linking  our  Nations  through  webcasting 
Telefilm  Representative:  (name  forthcoming) 

Thomas  King  - Author  of  _Medicine  River_  and  much  more; 
Script-writer  for  "Dead  Dog  Cafe"  on  CBC  Radio 
Victor  Maysayesva  (Hopi)  - Film-maker:  "Imagining  Indians"; 
dedicated  to  telling  stories  of  Hopi  People  and  their  culture 


Date:  Wednesday,  May  26,  1999 

From:  "Kent  Lebsock"  <ailanm@flash . net> 

Subj : Oyate  Wolakota  Omniciye 

OYATE  WOLAKOTA  OMNICIYE 

Tituwan  Oyate  - Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council 
TREATY  GATHERING  FOR  MANY  NATIONS 
Tituwan  Oyate,  Lakota  Nation 

Haudenosaunee  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 
Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations 
Thursday  Dune  17th  - Supper  and  Get  Acquainted 

Friday  Dune  18th  - General  Meeting  & International  Activities  Update 

Saturday  Dune  19th  - Strategy  Meeting  for  Indigenous  Nations 

on  the  application  of  the  United  NationsTreaty  Study 

Sunday  Dune  20th  - Memorial  for  Chief  Garfield  Grass  Rope 

Lower  Brule  Territory  of  the  Lakota  Nation 

Lower  Brule  Convention  Center 

Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota 

At  the  1998  Session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations 
at  the  United  Nations,  Professor  Miguel  Alphonso  Martinez  presented 
the  Final  Report  on  his  long  awaited  Study  on  Treaties,  Agreements 
and  Other  Constructive  Arrangements  Between  States  and  Indigenous 
Peoples.  For  Indigenous  nations  whose  histories  of  contact  with  European 
settlers  involve  the  international  obligations  set  forth  in  treaties,  the 
importance  of  this  study  cannot  be  underestimated.  It  is  a significant 
step  in  the  development  of  a body  of  international  law  which  protects 
the  social,  cultural,  and  human  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples  and  nations. 

The  Tituwan  Oyate,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  with  the 
technical  support  of  the  American  Indian  Law  Alliance,  is  honored 
to  host  this  Indigenous  peoples'  initiative  in  order  to  give  the  leaders 
of  Native  nations  a free  forum  in  which  to  strategize  for  the  future 
using  the  Treaty  Study  to  our  best  advantage.  The  leadership  of 
other  great  treaty  nations  in  North  America,  including  Confederacy 
of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations  in  Canada  and  the  Council  of  Chiefs  of 
the  Haudenosaune,  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  will  send 
delegations  to  South  Dakota. 

The  host  nations  of  this  Gathering  all  played  a significant  role  in  the 
development  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  the  individual  cases  of  these 
nations  figure  prominently  in  its  presentation.  A discussion  on  the 
use  of  Professor  Martinez's  final  report  is  therefore  a logical  next 
step  in  the  development  of  an  Indigenous  voice  in  international 
human  rights  law. 

Special  Guests: 

Isabelle  Schulte-Tenckhoff , Co-Author  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  Special 
Assistant  to  the  UN's  Special  Rapporteur  on  Treaties  Alyn  Ware,  Director, 
Lawyers  Committee  on  Nuclear  Policy  and  Advocate  at  the  International 
Court  of  Dustice  Tonya  Gonnella  Frichner,  President  of  the  American 
Indian  Law  Alliance  and  United  Nations  delegate 
Lodging: 

Golden  Buffalo  Resort  Motel,  Lower  Brule,  SD  ~ 605-473-5506 
Comfort  Inn,  Oacoma,  SD  ~ 605-734-4222 
Camping  Facilities  will  be  Available  at  Lower  Brule 
For  more  information  contact: 

Kent  Lebsock,  American  Indian  Law  Alliance  New  Mexico, 

Phone:  505-341-4230; 

Tony  Black  Feather,  Spokesman,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council, 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  Phone:  605-867-5203; 

Ed  Burnstick,  Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations,  Alberta,  Canada 


Phone:  780-944-0334; 

Darwin  Hill,  Seneca  Tonawanda  Nation,  Basom,  New  York 
Phone:  716-542-4244 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Dune  1 - August  29 

First  Americans,  First  Oklahomans:  Indian  Peoples 
Oklahoma  City,  Red  Earth  Indian  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  10-13 

Red  Earth  Native  American  Cultural  Festival 
Oklahoma  City,  Myriad  Convention  Center.  405-427-5228 
Dune  18-19 
Peoria  Pow  wow 
Miami.  918-762-4691 
Dune  18-20 
Iowa  Tribal  Pow  wow 

Perkins,  4 miles  S.  of  Perkins  on  Hwy  177.  405-547-2402. 

Dune  19-20 

Creek  Nation  Festival  & Rodeo 
Okmulgee,  Creek  Nation  Compound 
918-756-6172  . 800-355-5552 
Dune  25-27 
Potawatomi  Pow  wow 

Shawnee,  Tribal  Grounds.  405-275-3121 
Dune  25-27 

Potawatomi  Days  All  Indian  Golf  Tournament 
Shawnee,  1901  S Gordon  Cooper  Dr.  405-275-4471 
Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Homecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 

Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 


Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Ant  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Sat,  05  Dun  1999  10:36:19  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 
Subj : Sixth  Annual  Inter-tribal  Pow  wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dune  12-13,  1999 

Boeing  North  American  Recreation  Center 

8500  Fallbrook  Ave 

Westhills,  California 

Sat  10am  - 8pm 

Sun  10am  - 6pm 

Hosted  by:  California  Chumash  Tribe  and  Co-sponsored  by  Friends  of 
Sat-Wiwa 

Free  Admission  and  Parking 
Open  to  the  Public 

All  tribes,  singers,  dancers,  and  elders  welcomed. 

Coordinator  for  Singers  and  Dancers:  Dim  Garcia 

Blessing  of  the  Grounds:  Chief  Charlie  Cook 

Host  and  Master  of  Ceremonies:  Dan  Tom 

Arena  Director:  Andy  Dones 

Host  Drum:  Blue  Stone 

No  drugs  or  alcohol  permitted 

No  pets  allowed  on  park  grounds 

Indian  Fry  Bread,  Mexican  Food,  Soft  Drinks  & Lemonade  available. 
For  further  info  call:  (818)364-1933 


Date:  Sat,  05  Dun  1999  10:42:29  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 
Subj:  Annual  Indian  Lake  Pow  wow! 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Dune  18-20 

Father's  Day  Weekend 


Black  Bull  Park 
670  Stroup  Rd 
Atwater,  Oklahoma  44201 
Gates  open  9am  to  9pm  Saturday 

9am  to  7pm  Sunday 

Grand  Entry:  12:00  and  7:00  Saturday 

12:00  on  Sunday 
Host  Drum:  Oyate  Luta 
All  drums  are  welcomed 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Steve  Waleff 
Head  Woman  Dancer:  Marcy  Lyn  Waleff 
MC:  Hank  Houghtaling 
Arena  Director:  Doe  BigSmoke  Tiger 

For  more  information  on  vending  or  anything  else  please  call  Curt 
Baltzer  at  (330)628-5796. 

Flute  making  demonstrations  and  performances  by  Tony  Jennings 
Camping  available. 

Spectator  admission  is  $5.00  Adults,  and  $3.00  Seniors,  $3.00  Students. 
Weekend  and  group  rates  available. 

***No  sacred  items  or  artifacts  may  be  sold*** 

**No  drugs,  alcohol  or  firearms  permitted  on  pow  wow  grounds** 


Date:  Sat,  05  Dun  1999  11:05:26  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : 5th  Annual  Monadnock  Valley  Pow  wow  & Festival 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Host  Drum:  Four  Winds  Singers 
MC:  Larry  Richard 
Storyteller:  Jackie  Crow 
Flute:  Hawk  & David  Sanipass 
Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon  each  day.. 

Special  performances  daily  by  "Nahui  Ollin"  Aztec  family  dance  troupe 
and  Doris  Mager  with  her  Live  Birds  of  Prey. 

35  plus  Native  craft  booths  and  2 Native  Food  Booths. 

All  tipi  owners,  dancers  and  drums  are  invited  to  join  us  for  the 
weekend . 

For  information  call  Chuck  or  Zandra  at  (603)647-5374  or  email: 
3eagles@grolen . com 


Date:  Sat,  05  Jun  1999  15:19:46  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj:  Yakama  Nation  144th  Treaty  Day  Commemoration! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

White  Swan  Encampment  Grounds 
White  Swan,  Washington 
June  11,  12,  13,  1999 

>From  Time  Immemorial  Into  The  New  Millennium. 

Friday,  June  11,  1999  7:00pm 

Saturday,  June  12,  1999  1:00pm  and  7:00pm 

Sunday,  June  13,  1999  2:00pm 

For  information  please  call  one  of  our  executive  officers  at 
1-800-859-5121  or  in  Washington  (509)865-5121. 

Below  is  a list  of  our  committee's  executive  officers  with  their 
extensions.  Please  ask  for  in  this  order:  (1)  Secretary,  (2) 
Treasurer,  (3)  Vice-Chairman,  (4)  Chairman.  Calls  can  be  transferred  to 
the  next  available  officer. 

Arlen  Washines,  Chairman,  Ext. 330 
Carl  Moses-Hyipeer,  Vice-Chairman,  Ext.  660 
Tim  Sampson,  Secretary,  Ext  660 
Theresa  Washines,  Treasurer,  Ext  750. 

For  further  information,  please  request  by  FAX  or  E-mail,  Attention: 

Tim  Sampson,  FAX  (509)877-6907  or  E-mail:  timsampson@yakama.com 
The  celebration  is  free  and  open  to  the  public!  All  drums  and  dancers 


are  welcome!  Plenty  of  room  for  camping,  RV's,  tents,  and  parking. 
Parents  are  held  responsible  by  Yakama  Nation  Tribal  Police.  Please 
report  all  violations/incidents  to  Yakama  Nation  Tribal  Police.  Our 
officers  will  be  on  the  premises  to  protect  and  serve. 

Drugs  and  alcohol  are  strictly  prohibited! 

Not  Responsible  for  accidents  or  thefts! 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : 30HN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


Date:  Sun,  6 Dun  1999  07:05:15  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 
Subj : Oklahoma  Pow  Wows 

Red  Earth,  which  is  the  largest  Pow  Wow  in  the  US  is  held  in  Downtown 
Oklahoma  City  at  the  Myraid  Convention  center  Dune 
11-13 . . .www. redearth.org 

CREEK  NATION:  HOMECOMING  Okmulgee  Dune  18,19,  20 

"Honoring  Our  Veterans"  20,000  People  expected. .. .www.ocevnet.org/creek 

Potawatomi  National  Festival  Dune  25-27  Shawnee  Ok. 

Dune  18-20  chalepah  Blackfeet  Society,  Trival  Park,  Ft.  Cobb  Ok. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  10:22:56  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo.unl.edu>  05/28  6:10  PM  >>> 

Re:  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  May  31  - Dune  4,  1999 
MON  - 5/31:  Memorial  Day: 

Today  we  take  the  time  to  remember  those  who  have  passed  on.  On  this 
Memorial  Day  Edition  of  NAC,  we  play  you  some  of  Native  America's  best  music 
of  remembrance  and  retrospection . We'll  also  honor  the  memories  of  the  great 
Native  activists  we  have  lost  this  year.  Joseph  Leon  hosts  this  edition. 

TUE  - 6/1:  Current  Events: 

It's  time  to  open  the  lines  for  you  and  invite  you  to  share  with  us  the 


issues  affecting  your  community.  We'll  also  welcome  back  KIDE  radio  in  Hoopa 
California.  This  hip  tribal  station  is  back  on  the  air  and  is  taking  the 
meaning  of  radio  active  to  a whole  other  level.  Guest  include  Doe  Orozco, 
the  General  Manager  of  KIDE. 

WED  - 6/2:  US  Gambling  Moratorium: 

There  is  some  talk  in  Washington,  DC  to  put  a moratorium  on  any  new  gaming 
operations  or  expansions.  A federal  commission  released  a report  suggesting 
that  gambling  is  creating  problems  like  gambling  addictions  and  a rise  in 
youth  gambling.  But  it's  not  clear  what  the  economic  benefits  are.  So  the 
commission  is  looking  to  stop  all  new  gaming  until  they  figure  out  what  the 
different  effects  are.  Does  the  federal  government  have  the  right  to  stop 
tribal  gaming  expansions?  Guests  TBA. 

THU  - 6/3:  Youth  Gangstas: 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  gangs  have  become  part  of  the  Native  American 
youth  culture.  Gangs  and  gang  activities  are  a huge  problem  for  every 
community.  But  are  there  any  positive  things  we  can  learn  from  gang 
behavior?  In  the  gang  world,  peers  choose  the  leader,  the  kids  defend  their 
turf  and  their  people  and  they  develop  their  own  underground  economies.  If 
these  things  were  accomplished  without  shooting  each  other,  or  abusing  drugs 
and  alcohol,  wouldn't  they  then  be  acceptable  and  encouraged?  Guests  include 
leri-Bruno  Sampson,  a Native  American  youth  organizer. 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Wellness  Edition  Programs  for  Dune 
FRI  - 6/4:  Asthma  & Allergies: 

Health  statistics  show  asthma  is  the  most  common,  chronic  childhood  illness 
in  the  United  States,  affecting  10  percent  of  the  nation's  children.  While 
the  percentages  are  less  for  adults,  the  effects  on  their  lives  can  be  just 
as  great.  What  causes  asthma  and  how  do  allergies  affect  it?  loin  host 
Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  as  they  talk  about  treating  youthful  asthma 
patients  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

FRI  - 6/11:  Coming  Home: 

Thousands  of  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  find  themselves  serving 
prison  sentences.  When  they're  released,  these  men  (and  an  increasing 
number  of  women)  find  themselves  trying  to  re-enter  a society  that  often  has 
trouble  accepting  them.  On  this  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America 
Calling,  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  discuss  how  can  we 
successfully  re-integrate  these  Native  brothers  and  sisters  back  into  our 
communities . 

FRI  - 6/18:  A Star  to  Follow: 

An  important  part  of  growing  up  was  having  someone  you  looked  to,  a role 
model  whom  you  admired  and  wanted  to  be  like.  Where  do  our  children  find 
their  heroes  and  role  models  today?  Are  they  sports,  movie  or  music  stars 
or  more  "down  to  earth"  heroes?  On  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling,  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  examine  today's  Native 
youth  and  their  role  models. 

FRI  - 6/25:  Dial-A-Doc 

Our  two  doctors  in  radio-residency  return  to  answer  listeners'  health  and 
prescription  questions.  Doctors  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander  will  also 
discuss  with  host  Sharon  McConnell  of  the  latest  medical  developments 
featured  in  the  national  media.  So  prepare  your  health  questions  for  another 
"radio  house  call"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 
For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Doseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  06/02  6:20  PM  >>> 

Listen  live  on  the  web 

Thursdays  at  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Fridays  at  4am 

Saturdays  at  4pm 

Sundays  at  5am  and  4pm 

Mondays  at  5am 


and  don't  forget  to  check  out  www.earthsongs.net  where  you  can  see  the 


names  of  the  songs  and  artists  as  you  are  listen  to  the  show. . . 

Program  22:  Wayquay:  (Dune  3-7) 

This  week  on  Earthsongs  we  continue  our  visit  with  recording  artist  WAYQUAY 
and  feature  tracks  from  her  debut  CD  "Tribal  Grind."  Candid  and  to  the 
point,  WAYQUAY  takes  us  through  her  creative  process  from  sunbathing 
daydream  to  killer  track.  Also  this  week,  new  native  music  from  Burning 
Sky,  Without  Rezervation  and  Quetzal. 

Program  23:  Dave  Trezak:  (Dune  10-14) 

When  he  saw  Elvis  live  on  TV  with  a big  band,  that's  when  he  knew  what  he 
wanted  to  do.  Dave  Trezak  is  our  featured  artist  this  week  on  Earthsongs, 
and  his  smokey-voice  big-band  sound  would  make  Elvis  proud.  Also  this  week, 
we'll  dive  into  modern  native  music  from  Seventh  Fire,  Arigon  Starr,  Derry 
Alfred  & the  Medicine  Beat  and  Alice  Gomez. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 
Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  Dohn  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 
Listen  to  Indian  Radio  on  the  Internet  24  hours  a day  at 

airos.org/audio.html  and  don't  forget  to  get  added  to  our  electronic  program 
guide  by  e-mailing  us  at  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Dohn  E Hussman,  Nohoroco,  Frosty  Deere,  Michele  Wright,  Christine  A.  Penney, 
Ann  Pohl,  Zoltan  Grossman  & Andre  P.  Cramblit  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Dreamwalker, 
Mexicopeace,  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions,  Dust  an  Old  Man,  Robert  Dorman, 
Larry  Innes,  Barbara  Landis,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Dun  16  16:48:24  1999 
Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  1999  21:02:48  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.025 
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, _ , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  025  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' Dune  19,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Kiowa  summer  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  fish  spoils  easily  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  Innu-L,  Paths-L 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Let  the  white  race  perish.  They  seize  your  land,  they  corrupt  your 
women,  they  trample  on  the  ashes  of  your  dead!  Back  when  they  came 
upon  a trail  of  blood,  they  must  be  driven." 

Chief  Tecumseh, 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  \ 

| States  Constitution,  | 

j so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  ..  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  - + 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  past  week  marked  the  anniversary  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
that,  in  essence,  admitted  the  U.  S.  had  stolen  the  Black  Hills  from  the 
Sioux  Nations;  and  awarded  a cash  compensation.  The  Sioux  refused  the 
payment,  saying  they  wanted  the  Sacred  Black  Hills. 

Those  funds  were  added  to  the  funds  the  BIA  is  charged  with  holding  in 
trust  for  the  various  Nations.  Funds  they  have  also  ...  err  ...  ahh  ... 
misplaced . 

We  have  wasichu  greed  stealing  the  land,  wasichu  arrogance  trying  to  buy 
off  the  Sioux  Peoples,  and  wasicu  ignorance  losing  the  whole  mess. 

Does  anyone  reading  this  still  have  to  ask  why  Native  Peoples  sometimes 
distrust  the  U.  S.  Guv'mn't? 

/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\==/\== 

I have  cautioned  readers  many  times  to  be  very  careful  not  to  take  to 
heart  what  they  read  on  the  internet,  and  that  includes  this  newsletter. 


Do  some  personal  investigation,  ask  around,  put  your  ear  to  the  mocassin 
telegraph  - then  decide  what  you  believe  to  be  true  and  what  actions  you 
must  take. 

I now  wish  to  amend  that  statement.  Be  very  careful  with  everything  you 
read  on  the  internet  or  in  print.  More  and  more  I am  seeing  some  really 
questionable  things  in  print  - and  this  is  in  newspapers  that  represent 
themselves  as  Native  newspapers. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

Marietta,  GA  30257,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Modock  Chief  Passing 

- Ute  Tribe  Loses  to  Amoco 

- Pawhuska  Leaders  Hope  to 
Attract  French  Tourism 

- BIA  Record-keeping 
Criticism  Renewed 

- Trust-fund  Suit  Goes  to  Court 

- Sympathetic  Dudge  May  Hold  Key 

- Tribal  Smoke  Shop 
Grant  Draws  Fire 

- American  Indian  Tribes 
Sue  Tobacco  Companies 

- Breaking  News  on  Ward  Valley 
Nuclear  Dump  Fight 

- CRNNA  response  to  Governor  Davis 

- Tobin  Lashes  Out  at  Media 
Over  Voisey 

- Eastern  Door  Editorial 

- Navajos  Celebrate 
Historic  Treaty 

- Tribes  Work  to  Preserve 
Their  Native  tongues 

- Please  Help  Alice 
and  Kee  Z.  Begay 

- Nuu-chah-nulth  Defend 
Right  to  Whale 

"RE : Modock  Chief  Passing" 


- Off-Reserve  Band  Members 
Get  Voting  Rights 

- Code  of  Conduct 

- Hopi  Elder  Speaks 

- Low-Level  Flights 
Over  Nitassinan 

- Ethnic  Disparity  in 
Pills  for  Depressed 

- Indians'  Role  in  Military 
Celebrated  in  Delaware 

- Museums  Return  Human  Remains 
to  Native  Americans 

- Sheriffs  Can  Deputize 
Tribal  Officers 

- Stoney  Point: 

Dudge  Stalls  Lawsuit 

- Leonard  Peltier  and 
the  Sacred  Rock 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Medicinemen 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  In  Memory  of 
the  Tupac  Amaru 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Sat,  12  Dun  1999  23:01:35  EDT 
From:  Ohkwari@aol.com 
Subj : Modock  Chief  passing 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

To  all  concerned; 

I regret  to  inform  those  who  might  be  concerned.  Chief  Come  Running 
Fast  Silver  Fox,  (Harold  Brown),  former  Chief  of  the  Modock  Nation, 
passed  on  to  the  spirit  lodge  early  this  afternoon. 

Your  prayers  for  the  family,  and  friends,  would  be  much  appreciated. 
Megwetch . 

Standing  Bear. 


My  heart  is  moved  by  all  I cannot  save,  so  much  has 
been  lost....  so  much  has  been  destroyed. 

I must  cast  my  lot  with  those  who,  age  after  age, 
perversely,  with  no  extraordinary  power... 
reconstitute  the  world." 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Ute  Tribe  Loses  to  Amoco"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Dun  1999  20:53:01  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Subj : Ute  tribe  loses  to  Amoco 

The  Denver  Post  Online  - News 

Court  rejects  Ute  gas  claims 

By  Electa  Draper  <newsroom@denverpost . com> 

Denver  Post  Staff  Writer 

Dune  8 - DURANGO  - The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on  Monday  rejected  the 
billion-dollar  bid  of  a small  Indian  tribe  in  southwestern  Colorado 
to  claim  the  natural  gas  mined  from  its  coal  beds  by  energy  companies 

The  Supreme  Court  found  that  coal-bed  methane  belongs  to  those 
with  rights  to  natural  gas  and  not  the  owners  of  the  coal  it's 
extracted  from. 

In  siding  7-1  with  BP  Amoco  and  other  energy  companies  against 
the  Southern  Ute  Indian  Tribe,  the  high  court  resolved  a much  larger 
ownership  question  of  coalbed  methane  on  20  million  acres  in  the  West 
The  natural  gas  locked  within  federally  held  coal  deposits  in  several 
states  is  worth  many  billions. 

The  Southern  Ute  Tribe  is  the  only  Indian  nation  known  to  be 
affected  by  the  case,  tribal  attorney  Tom  Shipps  said  Monday.  Because 
of  the  convoluted  history  of  the  reservation,  there  are  200,000  acres 
where  the  tribe  owns  only  the  coal  deposits  - other  mineral  rights 
and  the  surface  rights  belong  to  private  landowners. 

Most  of  the  millions  of  acres  of  coal  at  stake  in  the  case  belong 
to  the  public.  Those  who  own  the  rights  to  natural  gas  removed  from 
this  coal  will  reap  the  benefits. 

"(The  Supreme  Court)  has  found  favorably  for  100,000  citizens  at 
the  expense  of  the  federal  taxpayer  and  treasury,"  Shipps  said. 

The  tribe  sued  3,000  land  and  mineral  owners  in  La  Plata  County 
and  20  energy  companies  on  Dec.  31,  1991,  for  taking  gas  from  its 
coal  since  the  mid- '80s.  The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  10th 
Circuit  sided  with  the  tribe  in  Duly  1998,  but  Amoco  Production  Co. 
took  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  behalf  of  all  defendants. 

"We  now  plan  to  move  forward  and  resume  the  payment  of  royalties 
and  taxes  that  were  suspended  pending  the  outcome  of  this  case," 

Amoco  Production  Co.  President  Andy  Inglis  said  in  a news  release 
Monday. 

Meaning  of  coal  debated 

To  reach  its  decision  that  natural  gas  removed  from  coal  belongs 
to  landowners  and  energy  companies  with  rights  to  natural  gas  rather 
than  to  the  owners  of  the  coal,  the  Supreme  Court  pondered  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "coal"  and  examined  Congress'  intent  in  passing 
the  Coal  Lands  Act  of  1909  and  1910. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century.  Congress  spurred 
settlement  of  the  West  by  giving  land  to  homesteaders,  Dustice 
Anthony  Kennedy  wrote  in  the  court's  majority  opinion.  At  the  turn 
of  the  century,  "a  coal  famine  struck  the  West"  and,  at  the  same 
time,  fraud  in  the  administration  of  federal  coal  holdings  came  to 
light,  Kennedy  said. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt  sought  to  rectify  the  perceived  crisis 
in  1906  by  withdrawing  from  homesteading  some  64  million  acres  of 
public  land  believed  to  contain  valuable  coal. 

Legislative  compromise 

Roosevelt's  order  outraged  homesteaders,  and  Congress  struggled  to 


legislate  a compromise  that  would  give  the  surface  rights  and  other 
mineral  rights  to  settlers  but  safely  reserve  coal  deposits  for  the 
federal  government,  Kennedy  said.  Among  the  tracts  offered  to 
settlers  were  former  reservation  lands  of  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe. 
Then,  in  1938,  the  U.S.  government  restored  to  the  tribe  more  than 
400,000  acres  of  these  lands  that  were  never  settled.  It  also 
conveyed  its  interest  in  the  coal  underlying  200,000  acres  of 
former  tribal  lands  that  had  been  homesteaded. 

"At  the  times  the  (1909  and  1910)  acts  were  passed,  coal-bed 
methane  gas  had  long  been  considered  a dangerous  waste  product  of 
coal  mining,"  Kennedy  wrote.  "By  the  1970s,  however,  it  was  apparent 
that  coal-bed  methane  gas  could  be  a significant  energy  source.  ... 
The  question  is  not  whether,  given  what  scientists  know  today,  it 
makes  sense  to  regard  coal-bed  methane  gas  as  a constituent  of  coal 
but  whether  Congress  so  regarded  it  in  1909  and  1910. 

"We  are  persuaded  that  the  common  conception  of  coal  at  the  time 
...  was  the  solid  rock  substance  that  was  the  country's  primary 
energy  source." 

Ginsburg  dissents 

Dustice  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  wrote  in  her  dissenting  opinion  that, 
in  the  early  1900s,  the  flammable  gas  that  escaped  from  coal  was 
considered  a liability  - a risk  borne  by  the  owner  of  the  coal  and 
not  the  responsibility  of  the  surface  owner. 

"I  do  not  find  it  clear  that  Congress  understood  dominion  would 
shift  if  and  when  the  liability  became  an  asset,"  Ginsburg  said. 

She  said  ambiguities  in  the  law  should  be  construed  in  favor  of  the 
government  and,  in  this  case,  the  tribe. 

Significantly  cushioning  the  court's  blow  to  the  tribe,  however, 
are  the  settlement  agreements  it  signed  last  month  with  Amoco  and 
several  other  companies  with  smaller  stakes  in  the  case.  The 
agreements  would  allow  the  companies  to  keep  the  revenues  they 
earned  from  production  of  coal-bed  methane  through  1998.  In  1999 
and  onward,  the  tribe  will  receive  32  percent  of  the  revenues. 

The  Amoco-Southern  Ute  settlement  is  still  subject  to  approval 
from  the  federal  district  court  in  Denver.  A fairness  hearing  on  the 
settlement  is  scheduled  for  Dune  16,  BP  Amoco  spokesman  Andrew  Van 
Chau  said. 

The  tribe  also  has  offered  the  land  and  mineral  owners  a 50-50 
split  of  disputed  coal-bed  methane  royalties.  Royalties  are  varying 
percentages  of  production  revenues  that  companies  agree  to  pay  to 
secure  development  rights.  Shipps  said  that  about  300  mineral  owners 
had  signed  agreements  with  the  tribe,  but  they  hinged  on  court 
approval  of  the  tribe's  May  13  settlement  with  Amoco.  The  status  of 
those  signed  royalty  agreements  is  unclear  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Supreme  Court's  ruling,  Shipps  said. 

Dustice  Stephen  Breyer  did  not  participate  in  the  case  because  his 
wife  owns  stock  in  Amoco. 
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Pawhuska  leaders  hope  to  attract  French  tourism 
By  RALPH  W.  MARLER 


c.  Tulsa  World 
6/8/99 

PAWHUSKA  --  City  leaders  are  preparing  for  a September  visit  to  France 
and  a rare  sister-city  relationship  with  a city  in  that  nation. 

"We'd  like  to  be  the  hub  of  a tourism  industry  from  France/'  said  Mayor 
lack  Shoemate,  who  will  be  among  20  from  Pawhuska  who  will  visit  Montauban, 
France,  Sept.  10-20. 

"We'll  emphasize  our  local  Osage  history  first,  then  branch  out  to 
(promote)  the  state  and  area,"  Shoemate  said  of  the  tourism  efforts.  A 
student  exchange  and  trade  also  are  among  efforts  that  Pawhuska  hopes  to 
promote  as  a sister  city  to  Montauban,  Shoemate  said. 

Montauban  and  Pawhuska  officials  are  to  sign  a sister-city  pact  during 
the  September  visit,  promoting  friendship,  cultural  exchange  and 
industrial-economic  development.  Both  cities  have  approved  resolutions 
supporting  such  a relationship. 

Sister-city  pacts  with  France  are  rare,  said  Priscilla  Harris,  state 
coordinator  for  Sister  Cities  International.  Only  98  U.S.  cities  have  a 
pact  with  cities  in  France.  In  Oklahoma,  only  Norman  has  a sister  city 
in  France,  a student-teacher  exchange  with  Clermont-Ferrand . 

"France  takes  a longer  time  to  develop  a relationship  between  cities," 
said  Harris,  who  is  also  international  protocol  officer  for  the  Oklahoma 
Department  of  Commerce.  "They  want  to  make  sure  the  bond  is  there  . . . and 
a partnership  will  last." 

For  example,  Tulsa  has  been  working  on  getting  a sister  city  in  France 
for  several  years,  Harris  said.  But  Pawhuska  has  had  a bond  for  decades 
with  France,  especially  Montauban,  primarily  because  of  the  Osage  Indians, 
Shoemate  said. 

History  shows  that  a dozen  Osages,  when  the  tribe  was  based  in  Louisiana, 
went  to  France  in  1827,  Shoemate  said.  But  the  group  ran  short  of  funds  in 
Montauban,  a city  in  southwest  France  in  the  Pyrenees  Mountains,  he  said. 
Montauban  residents  opened  their  homes  to  the  Osages,  caring  for  and 
nurturing  the  visitors  until  they  could  get  money  to  return  to  the  United 
States  in  1829,  he  said. 

That  relationship  has  endured  since,  with  French  visitors  stopping  in 
Pawhuska  almost  yearly  recently  to  soak  up  Indian  culture,  said  Shoemate, 
retired  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  superintendent  to  the  Osage  Nation.  "It's 
gotten  to  the  point  we're  like  family,"  Shoemate  said. 

An  official  relationship  between  Pawhuska  and  Montauban  has  been  sought 
for  several  years,  he  said.  The  Pawhuska  City  Council  approved  the 
sister-cities  concept  in  Duly  1998.  Last  Danuary,  Montauban's  council 
approved  the  concept  of  "twinning"  with  Pawhuska,  he  said. 

The  Pawhuska  trip  is  being  coordinated  by  the  Pawhuska  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
where  Executive  Director  David  Keathly  holds  weekly  meetings  to  update  the 
delegation  on  the  itinerary. 

Each  person  in  the  delegation  is  paying  his  own  way.  The  delegates 
represent  leaders  in  some  area  in  Pawhuska,  from  financial  institutions  to 
industry,  churches,  civic  clubs,  media  and  the  Osage  tribe. 

Economic  development  is  a prime  reason  for  the  sister-city  relationship, 
to  link  Montauban's  population  of  70,000  with  Pawhuska's  3,800.  The  French 
have  long  been  curious  about  Indian  tribes,  even  to  the  point  of  setting 
aside  some  land  for  tribes  to  open  retail  stores  of  Ameican  Indian  goods, 
he  said. 

The  possibilities  "are  mind-boggling"  for  the  sister-city  relationship, 
Shoemate  said. 
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At  Anadarko,  records  were  . . . stuffed  in  unmarked  boxes  strewn  among 
truck  tires,  the  special  master's  report  said. 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  A court-  appointed  investigator  found  that  the 
government  still  handles  American  Indian  trust  records  carelessly  more  than 
three  months  after  two  Cabinet  officials  were  held  in  contempt  of  court  over 
them . 

In  a report  issued  Monday,  the  official  said  trust  documents  are  stored  in 
"patently  substandard  conditions"  at  several  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  offices 
he  inspected  recently.  At  Anadarko,  Okla.,  records  were  kept  in  wooden  sheds. 
Files  were  spilled  loosely  around  and  stuffed  in  unmarked  boxes  strewn  among 
truck  tires,  the  report  said. 

Alan  Balaran  was  appointed  a special  master  in  a lawsuit  against  the 
government  after  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  found  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  for 
delaying  the  turnover  of  trust  records.  The  judge  said  he  had  "never  seen 
more  egregious  misconduct"  by  the  government. 

The  lawsuit  alleges  the  government  has  been  mishandling  the  accounts  for 
decades.  They  include  300,000  accounts  held  by  individual  Indians,  subjects 
of  the  lawsuit,  and  an  additional  1,600  tribal  accounts  worth  $2.5  billion. 
The  money  includes  lease  revenue,  royalties  and  court  settlements. 

Balaran  recommended  the  judge  order  safeguarding  of  the  documents.  "The 
absence  of  an  order  affirmatively  mandating  the  preservation  of  Indian  trust 
records  risks  the  possibility  that  the  deficiencies  . . . will  continue 
unchecked  and  that  the  opportunity  for  a meaningful  accounting  will  be 
forever  lost,"  Balaran  wrote. 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  say  trust  records  are  kept  in  108 
offices,  and  it  takes  time  to  ensure  that  all  have  proper  storage.  Balaran 
visited  a dozen  offices  in  April  and  said  most  were  "models  of  efficiency." 

"It's  a big  job,"  said  BIA  spokesman  Rex  Hackler.  "I  think  we're  doing 
very  well  in  most  places.  There's  always  a way  to  do  better."  The  Interior 
Department  released  a memorandum  dated  Dune  2 that  ordered  all  its  agencies 
to  ensure  preservation  of  Indian  fund  records  they  might  hold. 

Records  have  been  lost  or  ruined  over  the  years,  and  ownership  of 
reservation  property  has  been  divided  so  often  through  inheritances  that 
only  a few  cents  a year  passes  through  many  of  the  accounts,  officials  say. 
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Indian  trust-fund  suit  goes  to  court 
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By  RACHEL  SMOLKIN  and  DESSICA  WEHRMAN 

SCRIPPS  HOWARD  NEWS  SERVICE  (Seen  in  the  PI) 

NAVADO  NATION,  N.M.  --  During  the  latter  years  of  Bessie  Dim's 
life,  she  pawned  cherished  jewelry  to  buy  gas  in  search  of  one  simple 
answer:  Why  had  her  checks  stopped  coming? 

Each  time  she  made  the  120-mile  trip  to  the  nearest  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  office  on  the  Navajo  reservation  in  northwestern  New 
Mexico,  the  response  she  received  was  the  same:  Your  money  is  in  your 
trust  account.  We  will  send  the  check  in  the  mail. 

"Poor  Bessie  would  go  to  the  post  office  to  check  on  a daily 
basis,"  her  daughter  said  in  Navajo,  speaking  through  a translator. 

"But  the  money  didn't  come." 

Thursday,  a team  of  lawyers  will  try  to  convince  a federal  judge 
that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Native  Americans  like  Bessie  Dim  never 
received  their  checks  or  learned  basic  answers  about  money  the 
federal  government  is  supposed  to  be  holding  for  them  in  trust. 


[Photo] 

Betty  Whitey,  above,  says  that  for  years  her  late  mother, 

Bessie  Dim,  failed  to  get  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
send  money  owed  her.  [Scripps  Howard  News  Service] 

The  class-action  lawsuit  touches  some  of  the  nation's  poorest 
residents,  victims  of  a land  management  system  they  were  forced  into 
but  do  not  understand.  In  Washington  state,  members  of  the  Yakima, 
Quinalt  and  Colville  tribes  are  among  those  who  may  be  affected. 

After  the  federal  government  pushed  Native  Americans  off  their 
lands  and  onto  reservations  in  the  mid-1800s,  officials  divided  the 
reservations  into  parcels  known  as  allotment  lands.  Oil,  gas  and 
timber  companies  lease  these  lands  and  make  lease  payments  to  the 
federal  government,  which  is  responsible  for  collecting  the  payments 
and  holding  them  in  trust  for  Native  Americans. 

Payments  vary  widely,  from  a few  cents  every  three  months  to 
$15,000  or  more  in  parts  of  oil-rich  Oklahoma.  Most  land  tracts 
average  80  to  160  acres  and  can  be  shared  by  multiple  landholders. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  acknowledges  past  mismanagement  of 
trust  accounts  but  says  it  is  working  hard  to  correct  mistakes  and 
create  a viable  system. 

But  for  many  landholders,  the  system  is  a mystery  punctuated  by 
frustrating  encounters  with  paternalistic  bureau  employees. 

Two  generations  after  Moses  Bruno's  death,  his  family  is  still 
rankled  over  the  government's  treatment  of  their  grandfather. 

Bruno's  descendants  can  count  the  ways  the  government  wronged 
Bruno  in  its  care  of  his  land:  How  they've  found  documents  suggesting 
Interior  Department  employees  regularly  skimmed  10  percent  of  the 
money  owed  Bruno;  how  the  government  allowed  an  oil  company  to  pay 
Bruno  $100  to  dump  salt  water  into  his  creeks  over  his  objections, 
devastating  the  environment;  and  how,  when  Bruno,  a Potawatomi  Indian 
from  central  Oklahoma,  died  penniless  in  I960,  it  pushed  his  heirs  to 
sell  the  remaining  40  acres  of  his  land  to  pay  off  a $97.01  grocery 
bill  and  funeral  debts. 

Worse  still,  his  family  said,  the  government  stole  his  dignity. 
When  Bruno  tried  to  gain  control  of  his  land,  the  local  BIA  agency 
deemed  him  incompetent  to  manage  it. 

"Every  time  they  touched  my  grandfather's  land,  they  cheated  him," 
says  Leon  Bruno,  Bruno's  grandson. 

Seattle  attorney  Phil  Katzen,  who  represents  10  Northwest  tribes 
but  is  not  involved  in  the  suit,  said,  "I'm  sure  that  there  are 
many  tribal  members  in  the  Northwest  whose  trust  funds  have  been 
mismanaged  by  the  BIA." 

"In  Eastern  Washington,  tribal  members  have  lands  that  have  been 
leased  out  by  the  BIA  for  grazing.  In  Western  Washington,  tribal 
members  have  lands  that  have  been  leased  out  for  timber,"  Katzen 
said . 

Ron  Allen,  chairman  of  the  Olympic  Peninsula's  Jamestown  Klallam 
Tribe  and  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians, 
agreed  that  "there  are  quite  a few"  tribe  members  in  Washington  state 
who  stand  to  benefit  from  the  suit  and  the  BIA's  related  reform 
efforts.  An  exact  number  wasn't  known. 

Lawyers  for  the  Native  Americans  want  a reckoning  of  the 
government's  inability  to  reconcile  accounts,  find  land  titles  or 
explain  leases,  but  also  of  the  daily  humiliations  perpetrated 
against  a people.  In  their  view,  the  BIA  has  betrayed  trust 
responsibilities  for  the  Indian  landholders  it  is  supposed  to  serve. 

Ervin  Chavez  moved  from  his  Navajo  reservation  land  to  a better 
life  for  himself  and  his  family.  His  home  outside  Farmington,  N.M., 
gives  him  pride  but  has  not  stopped  his  exasperation  with  the  BIA. 

Chavez,  who  represents  a group  of  Native  American  landholders, 
tells  of  a trip  to  the  local  BIA  office  several  years  ago  when  he 
overheard  an  employee  informing  landholders  her  computer  was  down. 
Many  had  traveled  more  than  100  miles  to  ask  questions  about  their 
leases  or  find  out  why  payments  had  not  come. 


Is  the  computer  really  down?  Chavez  finally  asked  another 
employee. 

No,  the  employee  replied,  we  have  a new  computer  system  and 
she  doesn't  know  how  to  use  it. 

In  remote  BIA  offices  such  as  the  one  in  Crownpoint,  N.M., 
problems  with  antiquated  telephone  systems  --  rather  than  lack  of 
knowledge  --  might  have  interfered  with  an  employee's  ability  to 
operate  a computer,  said  Genni  Denetsone  of  the  BIA's  Window  Rock, 
Ariz.,  office. 

She  said  assisting  landholders  can  be  a time-consuming  process, 
hampered  by  language  barriers  and  difficulties  shaping  questions. 

Even  when  BIA  employees  speak  Navajo,  communication  problems 
persist  with  a language  that  until  recently  was  only  spoken.  Some 
landholders  have  trouble  conveying  what  information  they  want. 

"There's  conversational  Navajo  and  then  'real  estate  Navajo,'  which 
is  a little  more  difficult,"  Denetsone  said. 

She  acknowledged  the  BIA  has  received  complaints  from  time  to  time 
for  treating  landholders  with  condescension.  "We  try  to  stress  to  our 
employees  courtesy  and  assisting  the  customer,"  she  said.  "We've  had 
a lot  of  effort  with  outreach  meetings." 

Denetsone  has  seen  many  improvements  since  she  came  to  the  BIA  in 
the  1970s  and  hopes  its  new  computer  system  will  help  as  well.  BIA 
officials  say  the  new  system,  which  will  be  launched  Dune  25  in 
Montana,  will  computerize  land  titles  and  leases  now  kept  on  paper 
records . 

But  Denetsone  said  more  improvements  are  needed,  including  better 
computer  software  and  more  staff.  "We  have  a 16  million-acre 
reservation,  about  the  size  of  West  Virginia,  and  we  have  a staff 
of  about  50,"  she  said  of  the  Navajo  reservation  that  extends  across 
New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Utah. 

In  this  environment,  researching  a trust  account's  history  can 
take  several  months,  she  said.  "We  have  six  months  of  data  in  the 
computer,  and  they  might  want  something  that's  8 or  10  or  12  years 
old,  and  it  might  be  stored  in  boxes  somewhere." 

Dorothy  Valdez  Wilson  understands  the  long  wait  that  can  accompany 
a request  for  information. 

She  lives  with  her  husband  and  five  of  her  seven  children  in  a 
dilapidated  two-bedroom  trailer  with  no  electricity,  no  heat  and  torn 
plywood  on  the  bathroom  floor.  Plastic  sheeting  covers  holes  created 
when  a recent  windstorm  blew  out  all  the  windows,  and  stray  dogs  roam 
her  land.  When  family  members  want  to  bathe,  they  heat  water  on  the 
stove  and  carry  it  in  buckets  to  the  bathtub. 

Wilson's  $15.53  check  from  the  BIA  comes  once  every  three  or  four 
months.  She  knows  that  when  her  father  died,  the  land  was  divided 
among  herself  and  her  siblings.  But  she  does  not  understand  how  much 
land  she  owns.  She  is  not  sure  which  company  leases  the  gas  line  on 
her  property  or  whether  that  line  is  turning  a profit. 

During  her  most  recent  trip  to  the  nearest  BIA  office,  Wilson  said 
she  asked  for  information  about  her  revenue  and  was  told  she  would 
receive  an  answer  in  the  mail.  That  was  in  February.  In  May  Wilson 
was  still  waiting. 

"It  is  very  difficult  for  anyone  to  make  a living  out  here,  where 
there  is  very  little  income,"  she  said.  "Sometimes  I can't  sleep 
worrying  and  thinking  about  what  I can't  get  for  my  kids." 

Still,  Wilson's  father  loved  the  land  and  asked  her  to  care  for  it. 

"Dad  would  say:  'The  Earth  is  our  Mother  Earth,'"  she  said.  "This 
is  the  allotted  land,  and  I'm  going  to  stay  on  it.  Whatever  happens 
I'm  going  to  stay  here." 

For  Native  Americans  taught  to  treat  the  land  with  love  and 
respect,  some  of  the  government's  worst  misdeeds  extend  beyond  missed 
paychecks  and  lost  land  titles  to  the  treatment  it  allowed  of  the 
land  itself. 

If  attorneys  for  the  Indians  succeed  in  their  latest  and  largest 
battle,  the  government  could  be  responsible  for  billions  of  dollars 
that  may  help  families  such  as  Dorothy  Wilson's. 


"It  would  be  very  helpful  if  that  money  would  start  rolling  in," 
she  said.  "It  would  help  a lot  of  my  people.  I could  see  their  faces 
smiling,  their  children's  faces,  knowing  there's  hope." 
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"RE : Sympathetic  Dudge  May  Hold  Key"  
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Subj : Sympathetic  judge  may  hold  key 

Sympathetic  judge  may  hold  key  toward  outcome  of  landmark  lawsuit  case 
Monday,  Dune  7,  1999 
By  RACHEL  SMOLKIN 

SCRIPPS  HOWARD  NEWS  SERVICE  (Seen  in  the  PI) 

WASHINGTON  --  A landmark  lawsuit  affecting  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Native  Americans  will  go  to  trial  Thursday  before  a federal  judge 
who  held  two  Cabinet  secretaries  in  contempt  of  court  for  their 
handling  of  documents  in  the  case. 

The  lawsuit  seeks  a court-ordered  fix  for  trust  funds  belonging  to 
more  than  300,000  Native  Americans.  Attorneys  for  the  Natives  contend 
the  government  mismanaged  billions  of  dollars  in  those  funds. 

They  will  make  their  case  before  a judge  who  has  shown  sympathy 
for  the  Natives'  plight. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  noted  in  a May  1998  order  that 
"the  court  has  already  determined  . . . that  plaintiffs  are  likely  to 
prevail  in  this  case." 

On  Feb.  22,  he  held  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  Treasury 
Secretary  Robert  Rubin  and  Assistant  Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover 
in  civil  contempt  for  "egregious  misconduct"  in  failing  to  deliver 
court-ordered  documents  to  attorneys  for  the  Natives. 

The  government  had  offered  a series  of  explanations,  ranging  from 
an  inability  to  reach  records  in  high-stack  areas  to  fears  that  some 
records  stored  in  an  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  warehouse  were  so  tainted  by 
rodent  droppings  that  to  disturb  them  would  risk  infecting  workers 
with  the  deadly  hantavirus. 

"The  federal  government  here  did  not  just  stub  its  toe.  . . it 
engaged  in  a shocking  pattern  of  deception  of  the  court,"  Lamberth 
wrote. 

Each  year  the  federal  government  funnels  about  $250  million  from 
oil,  gas  and  timber  leases  and  royalties  into  trust  accounts  held  by 
individual  Natives. 

The  suit  charges  the  government  lost  track  of  billions  of  dollars 
in  accounts  dating  back  to  the  1800s. 

The  lawsuit  affects  Native  Americans  in  nearly  every  federally 
recognized  tribe  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  although  the  tribes 
themselves  have  separate  trust  accounts  that  are  not  part  of  the 
lawsuit . 

The  Dustice  Department,  which  bolstered  its  legal  team  for  the 
case  from  three  attorneys  to  about  15  after  Lamberth 's  contempt 
ruling,  plans  to  argue  court  action  is  unnecessary  because  the 
Interior  Department  is  already  hard  at  work  cleaning  up  the  trust 
fund  system. 

Once  the  Interior  Department  completes  planned  improvements  -- 


including  a new  system  to  computerize  land  titles  and  leases  and  a 
new  system  to  distribute  checks  --  it  will  be  able  to  meet  its  trust 
obligations,  the  government  asserts  in  court  documents. 

Babbitt  told  Congress  the  Clinton  administration  has  committed  to 
fixing  the  system,  noting  47  of  his  predecessors  did  virtually  nothing 
to  tackle  the  problem. 

"This  administration  is  the  first  to  summon  the  stuff  to  snatch  up 
this  snake  and  try  to  deal  with  it,"  he  told  a Senate  panel  in  March. 

But  a team  of  attorneys  for  the  Natives  --  including  the  Boulder, 

Colo. -based  Native  American  Rights  Fund  and  former  Rep.  Elliott 
Levitas,  D-Ga.,  --  say  the  government  can't  be  trusted  to  carry  out 
reforms  without  court  supervision. 

"Defendants'  future  actions,  speculative  programs,  prayers,  hopes 
and  promises  do  not  cure  the  breaches  which  exist  as  of  Dune  10, 

1999,  especially  when  there  is  no  assurance  that  any  of  those  future 
cures  will  ever  occur,  be  funded,  will  work  or  will  happen  within  any 
specified  time  frame,"  they  argue  in  court  documents. 

They  contend  the  government  has  breached  its  trust  obligations  by: 

Never  reconciling  or  auditing  the  trust  accounts,  leaving  the 
government  unable  to  provide  accurate  account  balances; 

Destroying  records  that  would  show  amounts  that  should  have 
been  credited  to  account  holders; 

Failing  to  establish  an  accounts  receivable  system  to  determine 
whether  income  actually  has  been  collected; 

Failing  to  provide  regular,  accurate  reports  to  landholders 
showing  the  correct  amounts  and  sources  of  their  income; 

Failing  to  invest  trust  funds  properly. 

The  trial  will  occur  in  two  phases.  Part  one  is  expected  to  last 
about  a month  and  will  focus  on  the  government's  trust  obligations  to 
Native  American. 

Part  two,  still  unscheduled,  will  debate  the  proper  procedure  for 
adjusting  years  of  disputed  accounts.  Plaintiffs  argue  that  about  $10 
billion  should  be  credited  to  the  Native  trust  funds. 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  filed  the  lawsuit  in  1996. 
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Tribal  Smoke  Shop  Grant  Draws  Fire 

By  SCOTT  SONNER 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

6/8/99 

RENO,  Nev.  (AP)  --  A federal  grant  earmarked  for  an  American  Indian 
tribe's  discount  smoke  shop  is  an  example  of  the  Clinton  administration 
undercutting  efforts  to  curb  teen  smoking,  a Senate  subcommittee  chairman 
says . 

"These  smoke  shops,  which  are  selling  discounted  cigarettes  and  other 


tobacco  products,  will,  in  all  likelihood,  encourage  teen  smoking,"  Sen. 
Christopher  Bond,  R-Mo.,  said  Monday. 

Bond,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  subcommittee,  raised  his 
concerns  in  a recent  letter  to  Housing  Secretary  Andrew  Cuomo. 

At  issue  is  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development's  $450,000 
community  development  grant  to  the  Reno  Sparks  Indian  Colony  in  1997. 

The  tribe  plans  to  build  a smoke  shop,  similar  to  a convenience  store, 
that  primarily  would  sell  cigarettes  and  other  tobacco  products  at  tax- 
free,  bargain  prices. 

Bond,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  subcommittee  that  oversees 
HUD's  budget,  wants  a list  of  all  tribal  smoke  shops  that  have  received 
federal  money  over  the  past  five  years. 

He  also  wants  the  "rationale  justifying"  approval  of  the  grants  by  HUD 
and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"HUD-financed  construction  of  smoke  shops  selling  discounted  cigarettes 
is,  in  my  mind,  completely  at  odds  with  the  federal  government's  efforts 
to  discourage  teen  smoking  by  increasing  the  price  of  cigarettes,"  Bond 
told  Cuomo. 

The  new  smoke  shop,  similar  to  a convenience  store,  is  planned  on 
reservation  land  between  a group  of  houses  and  a casino  along  Interstate 
80  in  Verdi,  Nev.,  just  west  of  Reno  near  the  California  border. 

The  tribe  operates  three  other  smoke  shops  in  the  Reno-Sparks  area,  and 
other  tribes  across  the  West  do  similar  business. 

A spokeswoman  for  the  Reno  Sparks  Indian  Colony  said  the  tribal  chairman 
was  not  available  to  comment. 

HUD  spokesman  Peter  Ragone  said  the  smoke  shop  falls  within  the 
provisions  of  the  community  development  grant  and  a change  in  the  law 
would  be  needed  to  block  the  funds  from  being  used  for  a particular 
project . 

"If  any  member  of  Congress  has  concerns  with  its  functions,  they  have 
the  authority  to  change  the  law,"  Ragone  said. 

"RE : American  Indian  Tribes  Sue  Tobacco  Companies"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Dun  1999  23:49:53  EDT 
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FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From : =? ISO- 8859 -1?Q?ANN=F2BURKHARDT?=  <burkhaa@cpmc3 . cpmc . Columbia . edu> 
American  Indian  Tribes  Sue  Tobacco  Companies 

Twenty  American  Indian  tribes  filed  a lawsuit  in  San  Francisco 
on  Wednesday  alleging  they  were  unfairly  excluded  from  the 
multi-state  tobacco  settlement  signed  last  November.  The 
lawsuit,  filed  against  the  four  major  tobacco  companies,  is 
seeking  more  than  $1  billion  in  compensation  and  punitive 
damages.  According  to  the  lawsuit,  American  Indians  were 
included  in  the  census  data  used  to  determine  how  the  settlement 
money  would  be  distributed  but  were  not  allotted  any  of  the 
money.  "Once  again  in  Indian  country  we  have  been  left  clear 
out  of  the  process,"  said  Wilfred  Louie,  a tribal  official 
speaking  at  a press  conference  to  discuss  the  suit.  In 
addition.  Native  Americans  allege  tobacco  companies  targeted 
their  population  and  encouraged  tribal  governments  to  set  up 
"smoke  shops"  to  sell  discount  cigarettes.  As  a result  the 
smoking  rate  among  American  Indians  is  39  percent,  higher  than 
any  other  population. 

Source(s) : 

WALL  STREET  DOURNAL,  (6/4/99) 

"Four  Tobacco  Firms  Are  Sued  By  Indian  Tribes",  Milo  Geyelin,  p.  B5 
NEW  YORK  TIMES,  (6/4/99) 

"Tribes  Sue  For  A Share  Of  Tobacco  Settlement",  Reuters,  p.  A20 
USA  TODAY,  (6/4/99) 

"Tobacco  Suit",  Wendy  Koch,  p.  A3 


ASSOCIATED  PRESS,  (6/4/99) 

"Tribes  Sue  Tobacco  Industry",  Michelle  Locke 

"RE : Breaking  News  on  Ward  Valley  Nuclear  Dump  Fight"  
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FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Bradley  Angel  <bradley@greenaction.org> 

The  fight  to  stop  the  radioactive  waste  dump  proposed  for  Ward  Valley  is  a 
step  closer  to  victory.  California  Governor  Gray  Davis  has  just  announced 
that  the  State  will  not  appeal  the  U.S.  District  Court  decision  which  set 
back  the  proposed  dump,  and  this  is  very  good  news.  The  Governor  also 
announced  the  formation  of  a panel  to  look  at  alternatives,  but  the  panel 
is  to  be  headed  by  a representative  of  a pro-dump  nuclear  waste  generator. 
Despite  press  reports  announcing  the  dump  proposal  is  over,  it  is  not! 

The  Governor  still  refuses  to  withdraw  the  State's  application  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Interior  requesting  a transfer  of  the  federal  land  at  Ward 
Valley  for  the  dump. 

The  Governor  is  thus  continuing  to  violate  environmental  justice  and  keep 
alive  a dump  proposal  that  threatens  to  contaminate  sacred  Indian  land  and 
the  Colorado  River,  water  source  for  22  million  people.  THE  GOVERNOR 
CONTINUES  TO  FAIL  TO  RESPOND  TO  CALLS  FROM  THE  INDIAN  NATIONS  AND  THE 
ENTIRE  ENVIRONMENTAL  COMMUNITY  CALLING  FOR  AN  END  TO  THE  DUMP  PROPOSAL. 

PLEASE  SEE  THE  GOVERNOR'S  PRESS  RELEASE,  AND  THE  PRESS  RELEASE  OF  THE 
COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE  AND  THE  WARD  VALLEY  COALITION  ON  THE 
GREENACTION  WEB  SITE,  AND  CALL  THE  GOVERNOR  TODAY  TO  DEMAND:  SAVE  WARD 
VALLEY  NOW,  ONCE  AND  FOR  ALL!!  GOV  DAVIS  PH:  916/445-2841  FAX:  916/445-2841 
http : //www. greenaction . org 


Greenaction  for  Health  and  Environmental  Dustice 
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fax  (415)  252-0823 
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From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Subj : CRNNA  response  to  Governor  Davis 

Please  contact  Gov  Davis--ask  him  to  withdraw  the  application  for  the  land 
at  Ward  Valley! ! ! His  phone  number  is  916/445-2841.  Also,  ask  him  why  the 
Tribes  were  not  mentioned  as  being  a part  of  his  "advisory  committee". 

Thank  you  all  for  your  support! 

Molly 


Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  & Ward  Valley  Coalition 


For  Immediate  Release:  Dune  3,  1999 


Contact:  Nora  Helton,  Chairwoman,  Ft.  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  (760)  629-4591 
Molly  Dohnson,  Save  Ward  Valley  (760)  326-6267 

Dane  Williams,  California  Communities  Against  Toxics  (805)  256-0968 
Bradley  Angel,  Greenaction  (415)  252-0822 

In  Response  to  Governor  Gray  Davis's  Announcement  Dropping  Pro-Dump  Lawsuit: 

Coalition  Questions  Why  Governor  Does  Not  Bring  Final  End  to  Project:  Native 
Nations  and  Environmental  Allies  Call  on  the  Governor  to  Withdraw  the  Land 
Application  for  Ward  Valley 

Needles,  CA-In  response  to  Governor  Davis'  announcement  yesterday  that  the 
State  of  California  will  not  appeal  the  recent  U.S.  District  Court  decision 
which  set  back  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  nuclear  waste  dump,  a coalition  of 
Native  Nations  and  environmental,  health,  and  social  justice  groups  today 
called  on  the  Governor  to  end  the  controversial  project  by  withdrawing  the 
land  application  for  Ward  Valley. 

The  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the  rest  of  the  Ward  Valley 
Coalition  applaud  the  Governor's  announcement  that  the  court  decision  will 
not  be  appealed,  but  remain  concerned  that  he  has  not  ended  the  project  by 
withdrawing  the  land  application. 

"As  long  as  the  State  of  California  still  has  a pending  application  into 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  for  the  land  at  Ward  Valley  so  they  can  build 
a nuclear  waste  dump,  the  threat  to  our  heritage  and  sacred  lands  remains." 
said  Nora  Helton,  Chairwoman,  Ft.  Mojave  Indian  Tribe.  "While  we  are 
pleased  that  the  Governor  has  seen  fit  not  to  appeal  the  court's  decision, 
he  needs  to  end  this  project  once  and  for  all.  The  Tribes  have  asked 
Governor  Davis  to  withdraw  the  land  transfer  application  repeatedly. 

Stopping  this  project  in  a final  form  will  end  this  controversy  and  will 
relieve  the  Indian  nations  from  the  unnecessary  burden  of  the  burial  of 
nuclear  waste  that  will  threaten  our  people,  the  land,  and  the  Colorado 
River.  The  Indian  tribes  adamantly  seek  Governor  Davis'  swift  action  to 
withdraw  the  land  application  from  the  Department  of  Interior.  The  tribes 
have  repeatedly  communicated  to  the  Governor  on  this  matter  and  been 
ignored,  we  are  asking  for  a final  action  on  Ward  Valley." 

Opponents  of  the  Ward  Valley  dump  have  expressed  concern  about  the 
Governor's  new  panel  on  nuclear  waste,  and  questioned  the  impartiality  of  a 
panel  headed  by  one  of  the  generators  of  nuclear  waste  in  the  state,  the 
University  of  California. 

"We  don't  want  the  state  to  bury  nuclear  waste  anywhere,  so  it  is 
necessary  to  come  up  with  a more  protective  solution  to  this  problem  and 
that  can  only  happen  with  everyone  at  the  table,  including  Native  Nations, 
health  organizations,  generators,  and  environmental  justice  advocates." 
said  Bradley  Angel,  Executive  Director  of  Greenaction. 
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Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L(a)YORKU.CA> 


[The  Great  Communicator  in  fine  form...] 

RESOURCES:  Last  week  Mines  Minister,  Roger  Grimes,  said  the  province 
would  look  at  proposal  from  INCO  even  if  it  didn't  include  processing 
all  the  ore  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  was  criticized  for  those 
statements  - Interview  with  "Brian  Tobin",  Premier  of  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador. 

Key  Words:  [] 

Media:  CFGB-FM  Reporter:  Dim  Brown 

Date:  6/2/99,  8:19:00 


Bill  Hall:  Last  week  the  Minister  of  Mines  and  Energy  said  something 
surprising  about  the  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  project.  Roger  Grimes  said 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  would  look  at  a proposal  from  INCO  even  if 
it  didn't  include  processing  all  the  ore  in  this  province.  He  was 
quickly  criticized  as  flip  flopping  on  the  province.  Premier  Brian 
Tobin  will  speak  with  Dim  Brown  in  a couple  of  moments.  But  first, 
here's  what  he  Premier  had  to  say  earlier  this  year. 

Brian  Tobin:  It's  our  policy  to  have  all  of  the  ore  processed  in  the 
province.  There's  not  a pound  of  this  processed  anywhere  but 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Him  Brown:  Has  the  province  changed  its  position  on  Voisey's  Bay 
benefits?  Well,  Premier  Brian  Tobin  joins  me  in  the  studio  now.  Good 
morning  Premier  Tobin. 

Brian  Tobin:  Good  morning  Dim. 

Dim  Brown:  What  is  your  position  on  processing  Voisey's  Bay  nickel? 
Brian  Tobin:  My  position  is  as  it's  always  been  that  we  should  seek  a 
development  where  the  ore  from  Labrador  is  processed,  all  of  it,  in 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  And  I have  to  say  to  you  Dim  that  I'm  a 
bit  surprised  at  the  way  in  which  some  of  the  media  have  covered  this 
story.  Roger  Grimes  has  made  a perfectly  reasonable  and  rational 
statement.  As  the  Minister  of  Mines  and  Energy  he's  pointed  out  that 
the  company,  who  a year  ago  said  to  us  that  their  idea  of  developing 
this  deposit  was  to  ship  all  of  the  ore  out  of  the  province,  has  now 
come  back  after  we've  said  no  and  very  firm  no  to  that  and  said  we 
have  another  proposal.  We'd  like  to  bring  you  another  proposal.  It 
may  involve  new  technology.  It  will  certainly  involve  a different 
approach  than  that  which  we  brought  last  year.  And  what  Roger  has 
said  quite  rightly  and  quite  reasonably,  well  then  bring  your 
proposal.  We'll  take  a look  at  it.  We'll  examine  it.  And  I think 
that's  the  responsible  position  for  any  government  to  take.  To  draw 
from  that  that  we've  flip  flopped  or  that  the  real  issue  here  in 
discussing  a multi-billion  dollar  development,  and  the  only  issue 
here  is  whether  or  not  you,  the  media,  can  find  a pound  of  ore  that 
may  go  somewhere  other  than  processing  as  if  that  were  the  story, 
that  were  the  real  issue.  I think  it  does  an  injustice  to  the  story. 
This  is  a very  large,  very  complex  file  that  has  changed  dramatically 
over  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  company 
announced  a smelter  refinery  complex  for  Argentia.  The  company  did  a 
search  that  involved  ten  or  twelve  sites  in  the  province  and  the 
price  of  nickel  was  far  higher  than  it  is  today,  more  than  double 
what  it  is  today  or  the  projected.  And  the  company's  stock  was  more 
than  double  what  it  is  today.  In  fact,  the  company  lost  $3  on  its 
stock  just  last  week.  So  you  have  to  look  at  all  of  these  things.  The 
world  has  changed.  Now  does  that  mean  that  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
is  prepared  to  see  the  company  dressed  up  its  proposal  in  some  other 
fashion  that  it  brought  last  year  and  export  the  ore  out  of  the 
processing  somewhere  else.  Absolutely  not.  And  we've  told  the  company 
that.  If  you're  going  to  try  and  bring  a new  version  of  last  year's 
proposal  dressed  up  in  some  other  way  to  the  province  and  hope  to 
have  it  approved,  that  isn't  going  to  happen.  Because  what 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  wants  is  benefits  from  this  mining 
development.  And  what  we  will  not  accept,  and  this  is  what  the 


company  brought  last  year,  is  a proposal  which  essentially  says  let 
us  at  the  ore  in  the  ovoid,  that's  the  richest  part  of  the  deposit. 

And  for  those  who  aren't  aware,  the  ovoid  means  that  part  which  is 
just  lying  on  the  surface,  very  rich.  Let  us  mine  that  at  a very  high 
rate  that  they  could  exhaust  the  ovoid  in  six  or  seven  years  and  ship 
the  ore  somewhere  else.  Now  we've  said  no  to  that.  We'll  always  say 
no  to  that  because  we  believe  the  deposit  is  rich  enough  and  strong 
enough  and  the  right  environment  over  time  to  bring  substantial 
benefits  to  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  The  challenge  for  us  as  a 
province  is  not  to  be  panicked  into  some  notion  that  we've  got  to 
make  a deal  right  now.  And  this  is  the  line  that's  being  propagated 
by  some.  And  we've  seen  the  letters  to  the  editor  even  from  some 
people  in  the  Argentia  area.  If  we  don't  make  a deal  now  they're 
going  to  go  somewhere  else  and  they'll  never  come  back  to 
Newfoundland.  That's  the  kind  of  mantra  that's  got  us  in  trouble  in 
the  past.  We'll  be  very  firm  about  this,  but  I don't  think  we  should 
jump  all  over  the  Minister  of  Mines  and  Energy  because  he  said 
something  perfectly  logical.  They're  now  going  to  bring  us  another 
proposal  and  it's  up  to  us  as  a government  to  at  least  look  at  it.  I 
think  if  we  said  no,  we're  not  ever  prepared  to  talk  to  you,  we'd  be 
a little  bit  unreasonable  and  irresponsible. 

Dim  Brown:  I think  what  was  concerning  viewers  and  listeners  was  the 
possibility  that  perhaps  there  was  some  new  information  there  that 
they  didn't  know  about  and  that  the  . . . 

Brian  Tobin:  No. 

Dim  Brown:  A firm  line,  the  no  pound  of  Voisey's  Bay  will  leave  this 
province  unprocessed  had  changed  because  of  this  information  and  if 
it  is  there  they'd  like  to  know  what  it  is. 

Brian  Tobin:  But  I have  to  say  to  you  that  if  they  were  concerned  and 
had  that  kind  of  impression  . . . and  I was  out  of  the  province 
during  the  week  and  as  you  know  Roger  was  also  out  of  the  province. 

We  were  boh  meeting  with  Freedy  Goldman.  It  wasn't  because  of 
anything  Roger  said  or  I said.  It  may  have  been  because  of  the  way  in 
which  the  media  treated  the  story. 

Dim  Brown:  I mean,  he  was  quite  clear.  I mean,  if  you  compare  the 
statements  made,  the  statements  that  an  election  was  fought  on  with 
the  statements  Roger  Grimes  made  last  week,  there  is  a difference 
between  saying  nothing  . . . 

Brian  Tobin:  But  Dim  the  whole  purpose  of  the  story  that  you  were 
covering  and  if  as  deep  as  you  go  in  your  coverage  is  to  see  whether 
you  can  find  Roger  saying  something  in  the  slightest  bit  of  variance 
of  what  I said,  you  can  do  that  seven  days  a week. 

Him  Brown:  That's  not  the  question  though.  The  question  is  has  the 
position  changed? 

Brian  Tobin:  No,  and  I've  given  you  that  answer. 

Dim  Brown:  Well,  there  you  go. 

Brian  Tobin:  But  I'd  also  like  to  say  while  I'm  here  that  if  that's 
the  level  of  the  depth  of  the  coverage  that  you  give  the  story,  that 
doesn't  take  any  particular  talent.  What  you  have  to  look  at  I think 
if  you're  being  reasonable  about  this  and  if  we're  interested  in  the 
news,  in  other  words  new  information,  that's  what  the  news  is  . . . 

Dim  Brown:  Which  is  what  we're  trying  to  find  out  if  it's  changed  why. 
Brian  Tobin:  Which  is  that  . . . you  see  Dim,  you're  at  it  again.  If 
it's  changed,  why?  You  make  a statement  then  you  try  to  find  the 
information  to  support  the  statement  because  you're  more  interested 
in  the  headline  than  in  the  news.  And  what  I'm  telling  you  is  that  it 
hasn't  changed.  Let  me  go  further.  The  impression  that's  been  created 
by  that  kind  of  shallow  coverage  of  a rather  complex  story  and  people 
I think  would  believe  it,  is  that  there's  a deal  about  to  be 
announced.  And  now  we're  setting  the  stage  to  announce  a deal.  I have 
to  tell  you  something,  there  is  no  deal.  And  if  you  were  to  ask  me 
and  you  haven't  asked  me  but  that  is  probably  a relevant  question  to 
ask,  do  I think  there's  going  to  be  a deal  based  on  how  far  apart  the 
two  parties  are.  I'd  have  to  tell  you  no.  I don't  think  we're  any 
closer  today  than  we  were  six  months  ago.  And  I can  tell  you  there  is 


never  going  to  be  a deal  based  on  the  kind  of  proposal  that  we've 
been  saying  no  to  and  that  is  to  move,  you  know,  a huge  amount  of  ore 
out  of  this  province,  to  exhaust  the  ovoid  with  huge  levels  of 
development  on  a short  term  basis.  But  I do  think  a Minister  has  got 
to  be  able  to  have  the  ability  to  acknowledge  publicly,  which  is  all 
he  did,  the  company  wants  to  bring  forward  another  proposal  perhaps 
involving  another  level  of  technology  without  having  people  push  the 
panic  button  and  say  the  government  has  changed  its  mind.  There  is  a 
secret  deal.  There  isn't  and  my  goodness,  in  the  public  debate  of 
this  province  we  have  to  be  able  to  talk  and  say  that  things  have 
evolved  and  changed,  that  new  ideas  have  been  brought  forward.  In 
this  case  the  new  idea  is  a new  technology  called  hydromet  without 
the  panic  button  being  pushed. 

Dim  Brown:  There  is  an  enormous  gulf  between  what  INCO  proposed  and 
what  the  province  has  always  maintained. 

Brian  Tobin:  Correct. 

Him  Brown:  Is  that  gulf  . . . you're  asking  for  INCO  to  move  towards 
the  middle  on  this  gulf.  I assume  they're  asking  the  province  to  move 
towards  the  middle  as  well.  Is  that  something  that  you  will  consider, 
a meeting  towards  the  middle  on  both  sides? 

Brian  Tobin:  No,  I'm  not  prepared  to  say  that  here.  I mean,  when 
we're  involved  in  a negotiation  between  the  government  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  any  other  major  party  on  a major 
resource  development  or  major  benefits  for  Newfoundland  and  Labrador, 
I'd  been  absolutely  foolish  and  irresponsible  to  be  sitting  here  on  a 
show  with  you  despite  you  doing  your  job,  and  this  is  your  job  to  ask 
these  questions,  and  to  start  negotiating  what  we  might  or  might  not 
do  so  that  INCO  outside  with  its  little  notepad  makes  notes  and  says 
well  our  starting  position  in  this  discussion  has  just  changed 
because  the  province  is  now  negotiating  with  CBC  rather  than  INCO. 
We'll  jus  pick  up  where  CBC  left  off.  Our  position  is  what  its  always 
been.  We  want  full  benefits,  fair  benefits  for  the  province.  INCO  has 
said  we  need  to  look  at  other  technologies.  Hydromet  is,  as  you  know, 
being  used  elsewhere  in  the  world  by  a variety  of  companies.  It's 
being  used  to  develop  nickel  right  now  in  a large  deposit  elsewhere 
in  the  world.  We're  prepared  to  examine  that  but  we  haven't  seen 
their  proposal.  What  we've  said  to  them  Dim  and  we've  said  to  them 
repeatedly  is  that  if  you're  going  to  bring  us  a dressed  up  or 
disguised  version  of  your  old  proposal  we're  all  wasting  our  time.  I 
mean,  I've  said  to  the  people  of  the  province,  I've  said  it  twice, 
that  there  comes  a time,  and  I've  indicated  in  my  mind  that  Voisey's 
Bay  is  the  test,  when  we  have  to  be  patient  and  pleasant  in  saying  no 
when  what  is  being  proposed  is  not  in  our  best  interest.  And  if  that 
means,  as  I've  said  again  yesterday,  that  if  the  deposit  is  not 
developed  for  a year  or  five  years  or  55  years  so  be  it.  That  hasn't 
changed.  But  we  have  to  allow  a Minister  who  is  being  told  by  the 
company  we've  got  a new  proposal  to  bring,  a new  way  of  achieving 
benefits  to  say  well  we're  open  to  hearing  a new  proposal.  And  the 
real  issue  here  for  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  is  benefits,  benefits 
beyond  those  jobs  which  come  with  extracting  the  ore.  How  else  INCO 
can  you  bring  us  benefits?  And  if  they've  got  some  new  and  innovative 
ideas,  of  course  we're  open  to  listen.  And  if  we  said  otherwise  we 
wouldn't  be  doing  our  jobs. 

Bill  Hall:  And  that  was  Premier  Brian  Tobin  speaking  with  Him  Brown 
of  the  St.  Dohn's  Morning  Show. 
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MCK  should  be  more  transparent 


By:  Kenneth  Deen 

The  Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake  made  a presentation  to  the  Senate  in 
Ottawa  last  Wednesday  evening  but  the  community  was  not  informed.  The 
MCK  sent  out  a press  release  only  after  The  Eastern  Door  asked  if  it 
was  true  that  a meeting  had  taken  place. 

The  Senate  hearings  have  been  established  by  the  government  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  to  hear  from 
all  the  Indigenous  Nations  on  their  "State  of  Affairs"  and  make 
recommendations  on  the  direction  and  goals  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

The  Royal  Commission's  Report  was  one  of  the  most  important  results  of 
the  1990  Crisis.  Its  recommendations  have  been  largely  ignored  by  the 
Canadian  government.  The  Senate  hearings  should  be  important  in 
pressuring  the  government  to  act  on  those  recommendations. 

The  Mohawk  Council  gave  its  "State  of  Affairs"  presentation  to  the 
Senate  committee  on  Wednesday.  An  important  presentation  which  should 
have  had,  if  not  the  input  of  the  community,  at  least  the  opportunity 
for  the  community  to  witness  the  address. 

The  sessions  are  public  and  anybody  could  attend.  People  from  other 
communities  who  were  in  the  area  of  the  room  were  able  to  sit  and  hear 
the  presentation  and  listen  to  the  questions  the  Senate  members  asked 
and  the  answers  given  by  the  MCK.  An  event  that  would  certainly  be  of 
interest  to  some  of  our  community  members. 

This  is  not  an  accusation  of  a lack  of  trust.  It  is  an  assertion  that 
public  forums  of  a political  nature  should  be  accessible  by  community 
members  and,  since  the  MCK  is  in  possession  of  this  information,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  them  to  inform  the  community. 

So,  why  doesn't  the  MCK  want  to  inform  the  community?  It  could  be  just 
an  oversight.  The  MCK  is  not  used  to  inviting  the  public  to  these 
presentations  and  just  plain  forgot. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  could  be  that  the  MCK  does  not  want  the  public 
to  be  informed  so  as  to  avoid  the  "wrong"  people  showing  up.  This 
could  very  well  be.  However,  this  is  not  a good  reason.  The  MCK  likes 
to  boast  that  it  is  a transparent  government,  open  to  everyone  no 
matter  who.  The  MCK  should  not  be  over-sensitive  to  criticism  nor 
should  they  allow  fear  of  criticism  dictate  their  actions  or  allow 
concerns  over  critics  stop  them  from  keeping  the  community  informed. 

If  it  is  not  these  possibilities,  then  the  MCK  is  just  not  interested 
in  keeping  the  community  informed  in  a timely  manner  and  withholds 
meeting  dates  for  no  other  reason  than  they  don't  think  it  is 
important  or  necessary. 

None  of  these  reasons  are  acceptable  and  if  there  are  other  reasons, 
we  would  like  to  hear  them. 

If  the  MCK  claims  to  a be  a transparent  government,  they  must  keep  the 
community  better  informed  and  give  the  community  the  opportunity  to 
witness  their  public  addresses  when  they  are  representing  Kahnawake. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  ask  and  should  not  be  denied. 
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Navajos  Celebrate  Historic  Treaty  That  Preserved  Culture 
c.  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
Dune  2,  1999 
BY  STEVE  DEVITT 

FLAGSTAFF,  Ariz.  --  When  the  Navajos  ended  treaty  negotiations  with  the 
United  States  on  Dune  1,  1868,  the  document  brought  them  peace,  freedom, 
return  of  their  traditional  lands  and  allowed  them  to  govern  themselves 
according  to  their  heritage. 


And  it  made  them  the  exception  to  the  rule  of  how  tribes  fared  under  the 
auspices  of  the  federal  government. 

To  recognize  that  importance,  on  Tuesday,  more  than  400  Navajos,  many  of 
them  schoolchildren,  gathered  in  the  stadium  at  Northern  Arizona  University 
(NAU)  in  Flagstaff  to  celebrate  the  document  that  made  the  tribe  a nation. 

So  important  is  the  celebration  that  on  the  first  day  of  Dune  all  tribal 
offices  are  closed  on  the  reservation,  which  is  the  country's  largest,  lying 
primarily  in  northeastern  Arizona,  with  parts  spilling  into  northwestern  New 
Mexico  and  southeastern  Utah. 

In  his  address  to  the  assembly  Tuesday,  Navajo  Nation  President  Kelsey 
Begaye  equated  the  persecution  of  Navajos  in  the  bleak  days  before  the  treaty 
to  that  suffered  by  blacks  in  the  South. 

To  Begaye  and  many  Navajos,  the  treaty  recognizes  the  tribe  as  a 
sovereign  nation,  a point  the  Navajo  have  always  pressed  in  dealing  with  the 
federal  government.  Indeed,  the  Navajo  is  one  of  the  few  tribes  that  operate 
under  a treaty  ratified  by  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Begaye  told  the  cheering  crowd  that  sovereignty  means  "people  standing  up 
for  their  rights  and  the  right  to  run  things  our  way  within  our  boundaries 
the  Navajo  way. " 

The  original  treaty,  negotiated  between  the  Navajo  leader  Barboncito  and 
Civil  War  Gen.  William  Tecumseh  Sherman,  by  then  the  Indian  Peace 
Commissioner,  has  been  on  display  for  a year  at  NAU  and  will  now  be  returned 
to  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  treaty  was  the  culmination  of  the  contentious  relationship  the 
Navajos  had  with  the  federal  government  just  as  they  had  with  other  tribes 
and  the  Mexican  population  before  the  Mexican-American  war  made  the  Southwest 
U.S.  territory. 

The  last  major  conflict  between  the  Navajo  and  the  U.S.  Army  began  in 
1858  over  the  death  of  a black  slave  killed  by  a Navajo. 

The  Army  did  not  understand  that  there  was  no  central  leader  among  the 
Navajo  who  could  turn  the  killer  over  to  the  authorities.  Because  of  that, 
the  tribe  endured  six  years  of  attacks,  which  included  enslavement  of  Navajo 
by  other  Indian  tribes. 

After  their  defeat  in  1864  by  troops  led  by  Kit  Carson,  the  Navajo  were 
marched  hundreds  of  miles  to  Fort  Sumner  in  southeastern  New  Mexico  in  what 
has  become  known  as  the  Long  Walk,  one  of  the  most  widely  known  abuses  of 
American  Indians. 

Many  died  along  the  way  from  starvation  or  were  killed  by  Army  troops 
because  they  could  not  keep  up. 

When  they  arrived,  they  suffered  crop  failures  from  weather  and  blight 
that  left  them  a ruined  people. 

But  Navajo  leaders  who  negotiated  the  treaty  gave  the  Navajo  their 
dignity  back  by  insisting  on  returning  to  the  Four  Corners  region. 

Evangeline  Parsons-Yazzie,  a Navajo-language  instructor  at  NAU  who  began 
the  project  to  bring  the  treaty  to  the  school,  told  those  gathered  Tuesday 
that  "of  all  the  Indian  tribes,  only  the  Navajo  were  allowed  to  return  to 
their  own  land.  Because  of  that,  we  have  our  language,  and  we  have  our 
culture. " 

She  said  that  it  is  important  for  Navajo  children  to  know  about  the 
treaty  so  they  can  talk  about  it  with  their  families. 

"We  wanted  to  get  the  elders  to  start  telling  the  stories  again  and  break 
the  silence,"  she  said. 
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Inland  Northwest  tribes  work  hard  to  preserve  their  native  tongues 
by  Rob  McDonald 


c.  AP 

Dune  6,  1999 

Spokane  _ For  as  long  as  American  Indian  populations  have  been  in  contact 
with  English-speaking  neighbors,  the  numbers  of  traditional-language 
speakers  have  decreased. 

The  Spokane  and  Coeur  d'Alene  tribes  have  implemented  programs  to  ensure 
their  languages  will  survive  into  the  next  generation.  Both  Coeur  d'Alene 
and  Spokane  are  Salish  languages. 

The  Spokane  tribe's  cultural  committee  produced  a dictionary  of  Salish. 

It  also  developed  a computer  program  that  teaches  vocabulary  words  to 
seventh-graders  in  Wellpinit. 

The  tribe  forestry  department  has  been  working  on  a traditional-names 
project.  Logging  units  are  being  renamed  for  the  geographical  areas  they 
work  in.  That  way,  everyone  learns  the  original  names  of  the  land,  said 
Pauline  Flett,  a tribal  elder  who  helps  with  the  names. 

The  next  step,  Flett  said,  is  to  use  Spokane  prayers  and  hymns  to  teach 
people . 

"They're  learning  songs  faster  than  if  they  were  just  speaking,"  Flett 
said . 

The  Coeur  d'Alenes  also  have  many  programs. 

Language  lessons  are  worked  into  the  tribal  school  curriculum.  Adults 
working  for  the  tribe  can  take  two  classes  offered  by  Raymond  Brickman,  a 
linguistics  professor  at  North  Idaho  College. 

Now  groups  of  people  who  have  taken  both  classes  are  organizing  themselves 
to  keep  the  language  alive. 

Kim  Matheson,  the  Coeur  d'Alene  language  projects  coordinator,  meets  with 
a group  of  people  about  once  a week  at  the  tribal-owned  casino. 

They  sit  around  a table  and  talk  Coeur  d'Alene  to  one  another.  They  work 
on  the  basics  like  "Are  you  hungry?" 

And  they  help  each  other  with  the  pronunciations,  which  are  at  times 
throaty  and  very  different  from  English. 

Matheson  wants  her  18-month-old  child  to  speak  Coeur  d'Alene.  He  already 
knows  words  like,  "come  here"  or  "chi'tskhuysh. " 

"It's  the  kind  of  thing  that's  going  on  all  over  Indian  country,"  said 
Brinkman,  who  works  with  the  Coeur  d'Alenes  and  North  Idaho  College.  He 
just  read  an  article  about  how  there  are  15,000  speakers  left  of  the  Apache 
language  and  they're  concerned  about  it  dying. 

The  Coeur  d'Alenes  have  fewer  than  five  native  speakers,  the  Spokane 
tribes  have  fewer  than  50,  and  the  Colville  Tribes  have  fewer  than  200. 
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Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

On  Tuesday,  Dune  8,  with  Alice  Begay  went  with  Marsha  Monestersky  and 
some  of  her  family  members  to  the  BIA  in  Kearns  Canyon.  They  went  there 
with  a trailer  in  case  they  were  able  to  bring  home  their  impounded  cow. 
Alice  pleaded  with  Robert  Carolin,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hopi  BIA 
Area  Agency  to  return  her  cow  which  he  promised  to  do  on  Friday,  May  21. 

She  was  also  trying  to  stop  her  cow  from  being  sold  at  public  auction  the 
next  day,  Wednesday,  Dune  9.  The  BIA  just  continues  to  tell  them  they 
are  ineligible  for  a BIA  grazing  permit  even  though  they  have 
jurisdiction  to  issue  interim  permits.  The  Begay's  animals  remain 
subject  to  massive  confiscation. 

Alice  Begay  says  of  her  meeting  with  Robert  Carolin  on  Tuesday,  Dune  8, 


"I  don't  like  his  lack  of  respect  and  his  attitude.  Why  does  he  not  want 
to  listen  to  what  he  is  doing,  is  it  because  of  his  greed?  He  said  he  is 
the  one  that  can  issue  a grazing  permit  to  me  but  he  does  not  want  to. 

What  kind  of  words  will  he  hear  to  accept  my  words  and  stop  my  suffering. 

I liked  it  when  he  promised  to  give  me  back  my  cow.  Now  he  just  faced 
away  from  me  and  tried  not  to  listen  to  me.  I don't  like  that.  I want 
my  cattle  back  and  I do  not  want  to  let  go  of  a single  one.  This  is 
part  of  my  life,  my  food  and  my  living.  What  is  the  reason  he  is  like 
this?  Maybe  he  hates  me.  Livestock  is  what  we  live  on  and  part  of  our 
food.  This  is  part  of  life  and  what  I have  known  since  I was  born  and 
raised  with  for  all  this  time.  What  if  that  happened  to  this  person? 

What  if  his  valuables  were  taken  away? 

How  would  he  feel?" 

Alice  Begay  continues,  "I  was  born  here  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life. 

My  family,  all  of  them  were  born  here  and  my  grandmother  and  mom  before 
me,  since  before  the  Long  Walk  to  Fort  Sumner.  We  have  5 girls,  3 boys, 
and  more  than  50  grandchildren.  I am  illiterate  and  do  not  speak,  read 
or  write  English.  How  can  the  BIA  tell  me  I am  not  eligible  for  a permit 
to  graze  my  animals  and  then  continue  to  steal  my  animals  from  me?  Doesn't 
that  just  make  them  cattle  rustlers,  stealing  my  animals  then  keeping 
the  money  they  make  when  they  are  sold  at  public  auction?  Both  me  and  my 
husband  are  sick  from  the  stress.  I can't  eat  and  I can't  sleep  thinking 
about  my  cow  in  the  impoundment  yard.  I don't  want  my  cow  sold  at  public 
auction.  I want  the  BIA  to  give  it  back  to  me." 

At  the  same  time  that  the  BIA  refuses  to  issue  them  a permit  they  are 
non  signers  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  considered  "those  awaiting 
relocation".  They  have  already  received  a notice  to  vacate.  Alice  Begay 
says  of  the  impending  eviction,  "I  fear  that  a big  truck  will  come  to  my 
door  with  a bulldozer  and  load  up  my  stuff.  The  rest  of  it  will  be  left 
and  my  cermonial  stuff  will  be  buried  right  before  my  eyes.  This 
happened  to  a lot  of  people.  I know  of  a man  that  moved  out  and  before 
he  could  get  all  of  his  stuff  out  it  was  bulldozed.  I will  resist  but  I 
don't  know  what  will  happen  to  us.  I have  heard  of  the  people  who 
relocated,  that  they  have  problems,  suffer  from  depression,  alcoholism, 
and  then  they  die.  I do  not  want  to  go  anywhere.  Our  prayers  are 
around  here  and  our  sacred  places.  I just  want  to  remain  here  in  quiet 
and  peace,  here  with  my  animals." 

Kee  Z.  Begay  says,  "In  our  condition  we  can't  work,  we  have  no  way  of 
making  money.  We  are  elderly  great  grandparents . We  don't  even  have 
enough  food  to  eat.  We  don't  have  a vehicle  and  we  are  suffering.  There 
is  a lot  of  stress,  mental,  physical,  and  emotional.  I had  heart  surgery 
and  I go  back  and  forth  to  see  the  doctor.  I have  a broken  hip  now  and 
my  wife  has  abdominal  pain. 

We  are  both  sick  from  worrying.  Please  help  us.  We  need  to  get  our  cow 
back  - so  we  are  counting  on  you." 

Since  the  return  of  this  cow  is  so  important  to  the  well  being  of  Alice 
and  Kee  Z.  Begay,  and  the  price  is  too  high  to  pay  for  release  from  the 
BIA  impoundment  yard,  we  will  attempt  to  purchase  it  from  public  auction. 

We  are  currently  trying  to  raise  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of  their  cow 
and  barbed  wire  fencing  to  corral  their  animals  off  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands  (HPL)  to  avoid  confiscation.  We  are  also  in  need  of  funds  for  them 
to  feed  their  animals  since  they  have  had  to  keep  most  of  them  in  the 
corral,  fearing  massive  confiscation  at  any  time  by  the  BIA. 

Please  send  your  tax-dedictible  contributions  to  pay  for  hay  and  feed 
for  corralled  animals  and  for  the  purchase  of  Alice  and  Kee  Z.  Begay's  cow 
from  public  auction  to: 

Steve  Sugarman,  Executive  Director 

Social  and  Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE) 

20110  Rockport  Way,  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340 

phone:  (310)  456-3534,  Tax  ID  number  95-4116679 

Please  make  your  check  out  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN) 

and  specify  that  your  donation  is  for  hay  and  feed  and/or  for  the  purchase 

of  the  cow  from  public  auction 

If  you  have  not  seen  this  web  site  recently,  please  check  it  out 

You  will  find  photographs  of  the  criminals  at  the  BIA  that  are  confiscating 


Dineh  livestock  now  and  photographs  of  Anna  and  Ella  Begay's  donkeys  on 
the  web  site  soon 

Web  site:  http://www.solcommunications.com 
Also,  please  visit: 

Web  site:  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Thank  you  for  your  support, 

Marsha  Monestersky 
E-mail:  dinetah29@aol.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Nuu-chah-nulth  Defend  Right  to  Whale"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dun  1999  20:58:17  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Nuu-chah-nulth  defend  right  to  whale 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NUU-CHAH-NULTH  WILL  DEFEND  RIGHT  TO  HUNT  WHALES 

Vancouver  Sun  Letter  of  the  Day,  Dune  1,  1999,  by  Chief  Simon  Lucas 

The  negative  responses  to  the  Makah  people's  harvest  of  a whale  have  come 
from  many  well-meaning  members  of  the  public  who  have  not  looked  closely  at 
how  they  consciously  or  unconsciously  abuse  animals  to  sustain  their 
lifestyle.  Barely  a murmur  is  heard  as  thousands  of  wild  animals  are  killed 
for  "sport"  and  millions  of  so-called  domestic  animals  die  for  fast  food, 
fast  cars,  and  urban  destruction  of  habitat. 

These  great  whales  and  the  people  of  Nuu-chah-nulth  territory  have  lived 
together  sustainably  for  thousands  of  years.  An  intricate  eco-management 
system  known  as  the  "H-houlthee"  existed  and  was  coordinated  by  our  chiefs 
prior  to  any  contact  with  Europeans.  In  less  than  50  years  all  this  was 
destroyed . 

Our  people  watched  sadly  as  the  new  immigrants  indiscriminately 
slaughtered  and  drove  our  sacred  whales  to  the  brink  of  extinction. 
According  to  our  teachings,  our  chiefs  abstained  from  the  whale  hunt  to 
save  this  species,  despite  our  unextinguished  right. 

After  wasting  our  whales,  the  same  special  interests  have  slowly 
expropriated  our  ocean  access  and  demolished  our  other  traditional 
fisheries  of  salmon,  groundfish  and  shellfish.  The  result  is  my  people  have 
joined  the  whales'  predicament:  facing  extinction  and  being  driven  from  our 
ocean  homes. 

>From  thousands  of  proud  fishermen  with  100-per-cent  employment,  our 
licences  now  number  less  than  30.  Our  children  now  face  90-per-cent 
unemployment  and  the  resulting  dysfunction,  social  breakdown  and  even 
suicide. 

I encourage  people  to  educate  themselves  about  the  history  of  our  people. 
The  Nuu-chah-nulth  will  not  give  up  our  traditional  relationship  with  our 
friends,  the  whales,  to  be  in  an  industrial  system  that  has  continually 
destroyed  all  the  resources  our  Creator  has  given  us  in  trust. 

Chief  Simon  Lucas 
Hesquiaht  First  Nation 
Tofino 
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"RE : Off-Reserve  Band  Members  Get  Voting  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  21  May  1999  03:30:15  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Off-reserve  band  members  get  voting  rights 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
COURT  SAYS  OFF-RESERVE  NATIVES  HAVE  VOTING  RIGHTS 
Canadian  Press,  May  20,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 

It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - A section  of  the  Indian  Act  which  sets  a residency 
requirement  for  voting  in  band  elections  is  unconstitutional,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  said  Thursday.  Ruling  on  a case  involving  the  Batchewana 
Band  in  Ontario,  the  court  erased  a provision  which  required  band  members 
to  be  "ordinarily  resident"  on  the  reserve  in  order  to  vote  in  band 
elections . 

The  decision  applies  to  all  bands,  but  the  court  delayed  the  implementation 
of  the  ruling  for  18  months,  to  give  bands  time  to  sort  out  new  voting 
rules . 

The  case  began  with  a challenge  by  band  members  living  off-reserve  who 
argued  that  the  residency  section  violated  their  constitutional  right  to 
equality  and  shouldn't  apply  to  the  band  because  of  the  huge  growth  in  the 
number  of  members  living  off  the  reserve  since  1985. 

In  1985,  the  band  had  543  members  and  more  than  70  per  cent  of  them  lived 
on  the  reserve.  By  1991  however,  68  per  cent  were  living  off-reserve.  The 
increase  was  due  to  1985  changes  to  the  Indian  Act  that  gave  women  the 
right  to  remain  band  members  if  they  married  outside  of  it. 

Currently,  the  Batchewana  Indian  Band  has  1,426  members,  two-thirds  of 
whom  live  off-reserve.  The  band  has  run  its  elections  based  on  the  Indian 
Act  since  the  1890s.  Lower  courts  ruled  that  the  residency  provision 
violated  the  rights  of  off-reserve  members. 

The  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  said  in  1996  that  due  to  circumstances 
specific  to  the  Batchewana  Band,  it  should  be  given  a constitutional 
exemption  from  the  rule  spelled  out  in  the  Act. 

The  federal  government  appealed  the  decision  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
number  of  off-reserve  band  members  has  increased  for  many  bands  across  the 
country  for  the  same  reasons,  and  Thursday's  decision  will  affect  them  all. 
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"RE;  Code  of  Conduct"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dun  1999  01:28:19  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj:  Code  of  Conduct. 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Natives  look  at  code  of  conduct 

Shuswap  natives  will  soon  have  a "code  of  conduct"  to  guide  dealings 
with  non-natives  when  asserting  their  aboriginal  rights  in  traditional 
territory . 

Art  Manuel,  chief  of  the  Neskonlith  Indian  Band  and  chairman  of  the 
Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council,  said  Tuesday  the  code  will  be  written 
in  the  next  few  weeks.  It  will  likely  be  authored  jointly  with  the 
Adams  Lake  Indian  Band. 

Manuel  said  the  code  won't  weaken  a Shuswap  member's  right  to  assert 
aboriginal  title  when  engaging  in  traditional  activities,  but  it  will 
form  a script  for  band  members  to  follow  in  potentially 
confrontational  situations. 

In  the  past,  band  members  have  sometimes  come  in  conflict  with  land 
owners  or  government  regulation  while  hunting  or  berry  picking  on 
Crown  and  private  land. 

Most  recently,  band  member  Bert  Deneault  was  charged  with  weapons 
offences  and  uttering  threats  after  incidents  in  the  North  Shuswap  two 
weeks  ago. 

Police  arrested  Deneault  after  several  people  said  he  waved  a rifle 
while  forcefully  asserting  the  belief  that  others  had  no  right  to  use 
the  Adams  Lake  watershed  --  traditional  Shuswap  territory. 

The  conflicts  arose  after  a B.C.  Parks  worker  asked  Deneault  to  pay 
the  nightly  fee  for  camping  in  Momish  Lake  Provincial  Park,  something 
he  refused  to  do. 

Two  loggers  and  a forestry  technician  later  told  police  they  were 
confronted  by  Deneault  who  told  them  he  wanted  to  clean  out  the  North 
Adams  of  logging  companies  and  people. 

Manuel  wouldn't  discuss  Deneault 's  case  as  it's  before  the  courts.  The 
Neskonlith  Indian  Band  is  supporting  Deneault  and  has  hired  a 
prominent  Vancouver  lawyer  to  aid  his  defence. 

Still,  Manuel  concedes  the  decision  to  form  a code  is  in  part  a result 
of  what  happened  in  the  North  Shuswap.  In  the  future,  members  won't 
get  the  band's  support  unless  they  can  show  they  followed  the  code. 

"This  way,  people  will  know  how  to  act  in  certain  situations,"  he 
said.  "If  they  want  the  support  of  the  Neskonlith  Indian  Band,  they 
will  have  to  show  they  followed  the  code.  If  they  haven't  followed  the 
code,  they  won't  be  able  to  count  on  the  band  for  support." 

It's  difficult  to  know  what  the  code  will  eventually  comprise,  he 
said.  Some  elders  have  suggested  provisions  preventing  a band  member 
from  swearing  or  being  drunk  when  asserting  aboriginal  rights  to 
others . 

"We  came  out  in  support  of  Bert  Deneault,  but  we  want  to  make  sure  in 
future  situations  people  abide  by  some  basic  rules  when  using 
aboriginal  title  as  a part  of  their  legal  defence,"  he  said. 

Deneault  was  released  on  bail  last  Friday.  He  is  next  scheduled  to 
appear  in  court  to  face  the  weapons  charges  Dune  28. 

"RE : Hopi  Elder  Speaks"  

From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  10  Dun  1999  12:26:14  EDT 

Subj : Hopi  elder  speaks<FWD> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  07  Dune  1999  21:34 
Subj:  HOPI  ELDER  SPEAKS 


A Hopi  elder  speaks: 

"You  have  been  telling  the  people  that  this  is  the  Eleventh 
Hour,  now  you  must  go  back  and  tell  the  people  that  this 
is  the  Hour.  And  there  are  things  to  be  considered. 


Where  are  you  living? 

What  are  you  doing? 

What  are  your  relationships? 

Are  you  in  right  relation? 
Where  is  your  water? 


Know  your  garden. 

It  is  time  to  speak  your  Truth. 

Create  your  community. 

Be  good  to  each  other. 

And  do  not  look  outside  yourself  for  the  leader. 

Then  he  clasped  his  hands  together,  smiled,  and  said, 

"This  could  be  a good  time!" 


WISDOM  OF  THE  ELDERS 

There  is  a river  flowing  now  very  fast.  It  is  so  great  and  swift,  that 
there  are  those  who  will  be  afraid.  They  will  try  to  hold  on  to  the  shore. 
They  will  feel  they  are  being  torn  apart  and  will  suffer  greatly.  Know  the 
river  has  its  destination.  The  elders  say  we  must  let  go  of  the  shore, 
push  off  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  keep  our  eyes  open,  and  our  heads 
above  the  water.  And  I say,  see  who  is  in  there  with  you  and  celebrate. 

At  this  time  in  history,  we  are  to  take  nothing  personally.  Least  of  all, 
ourselves.  For  the  moment  that  we  do,  our  spiritual  growth  and  journey 
comes  to  a halt. 

The  time  of  the  lone  wolf  is  over.  Gather  yourselves! 

Banish  the  word  struggle  from  your  attitude  and  your  vocabulary.  All 
that  we  do  now  must  be  done  in  a sacred  manner  and  in  celebration. 

WE  ARE  THE  ONES  WE'VE  BEEN  WAITING  FOR. 

Oraibi,  Arizona 
Hopi  Nation 


"RE : Low-Level  Flights  Over  Nitassinan"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Dun  1999  07:59:17  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Subj : News:  Italian  air  force  plans  low-level  flights  over  Nitassinan 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

BUSINESS:  The  Italian  Air  Force  is  coming  to  train  in  Labrador.  - 
Excerpt  from  news  conference. 

Key  Words:  ["Brigadeer  General  Dan  Pierro  Ristori",  Italian  Air  Force;  Col.  Doug  Langt 

Canadian  Air  Force;  David  Nuk,  Innu  Nation  president] 

Media:  CBN-AM  Reporter:  ANN  BUDGELL,  MICHAEL  DOHANSEN 

Date:  6/2/99,  12:45:00 


Ann  Budgell:  The  Italian  Air  Force  is  coming  to  train  in  Labrador. 

One  of  their  top  generals  is  in  Goose  Bay  this  week  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  financing  and  accommodations.  Brigadier  General  Dan 
Pierro  Ristori  held  a news  conference  this  morning.  Our  reporter 
Michael  Dohansen  was  there  and  he  joins  me  now  from  our  CBC  studio  in 
Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay.  Mike  hello. 

Michael  Dohansen:  Hi  Ann. 

Ann  Budgell:  What  are  the  Italians  planning  exactly  for  CFB  Goose  Bay? 

Michael  Dohansen:  Well,  starting  next  year  they're  bringing  in  ten 
jets.  Tornadoes  and  AMXs,  which  are  kind  of  like  Harrier  jump  jets. 

And  they'll  be  flying  between  1,000  and  1,200  sorties.  That's  next 
year,  but  starting  in  the  year  2000  they're  going  to  have  15  jets  and 
be  doing  about  2,000  sorties  during  the  whole  season. 

Ann  Budgell:  We  all  want  to  know  what  sorties  are  now  ever  since  the 


wan  in  Kosovo.  That's  departures  from  the  base  right? 

Michael  Johansen:  That's  right,  yeah. 

Ann  Budgell:  Short  little  trips.  And  are  they  going  to  be  there  year  round 

Michael  Johansen:  Yes.  They're  going  to  have  a permanent  staff  here 
of  about  15,  support  staff,  who  will  be  living  in  Goose  Bay 
throughout  the  winter  and  summer,  of  course. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay.  Now  you  had  Italians  there  in  Goose  Bay  back  in 
1995  apparently  for  about  a week  or  so.  Why  didn't  they  stay  then? 

Michael  Johansen:  Well,  they  were  just  checking  things  out  at  that 
point.  And  they  didn't  have  any  real  need  to  actually  start  training 
in  any  other  place  but  Italy.  But  since  last  year,  February  of  last 
year  there  was  an  accident  with  an  American  jet.  The  jet  clipped  a 
wire  holding  up  a ski  gondola.  . . 

Ann  Budgell:  I remember  that  one.  That  was  terrible. 

Michael  Johansen:  Yeah.  And  there's  still  repercussions  going  on. 

Twenty  people  killed.  It  went  to  court  and  all  that. 

Ann  Budgell:  But  that  was  Americans.  This  is  the  Italian  Air  Force. 

How  do  these  things  connect? 

Michael  Johansen:  Well,  nobody  in  Italy  wants  any  more  low-level 
flying  over  Italian  skies. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay. 

Michael  Johansen:  There's  a limit  now,  1,000  feet.  And  to  train  the 
Italians  they  have  to  go  below  500  and  maybe  down  to  250  or  even  100 
feet . 

Ann  Budgell:  So  since  that  accident  you  just  can't  do  low-level 
flight  training  in  Italy? 

Michael  Johansen:  Exactly. 

Ann  Budgell:  I get  it. 

Michael  Johansen:  So  they  need  another  place  and  Goose  Bay  was  a good 
choice.  Here's  what  General  Ristori  said  about  that  accident. 

General  Ristori:  After  the  tragedy  ***  our  political  authorities 
decide  not  to  have  any  more  low-level  navigation  below  1,000  feet, 
which  is  understandable  from  a civilian  point  of  view  but  is  not 
acceptable  from  a military  point  of  view  for  training.  Our  air  crew 
that  has  to  be  called  for  military  missions  like  they  are  now  in 
Bosnia  or  Kosovo. 

Ann  Budgell:  I can  imagine  the  outcry  after  that  accident.  So  that's 
the  reason  why  they're  back  then. 

Michael  Johansen:  Still  going  on. 

Ann  Budgell:  Yeah.  Did  they  look  any  place  else  besides  Labrador, 

Canada  when  they  were  trying  to  figure  out  where  to  do  low-level 
flight  training? 

Michael  Johansen:  Ristori  said  they  considered  Poland.  They  actually 
spoke  with  people  in  Poland  and  Saudi  Arabia  and  Egypt  and  others.  He 
didn't  expand  on  the  list.  But  he  said  none  were  as  good  as  Labrador. 

Canada  he  said  was  always  in  . . .has  always  been  the  frontrunner  for 
this  kind  of  training. 

General  Ristori:  We  had  with  Canada  a lot  of  training  in  the  past 
years.  I had  my  flight  training  very  years  ago  here  in  Moose  Jaw.  And 
we  had  lots  of  times  the  Italian  Air  Force  came  in  Canada  for  flying 
activity  or  to  train  our  pilots.  So  we  know  very  well  Canada  and  we 
have  a very  good  relationship  with  military  and  political  authorities 
in  Canada.  So  it's  one  of  the  countries  that  we  choose  with  the  more 
facility  when  we  have  to  go  from  outside  from  our  country. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay.  So  that  was  Brigadier  General  Jan  Pierro  Ristori 
speaking  at  the  news  conference  this  morning.  Mike  were  they  asked 
questions  about  opposition  from  aboriginal  people,  I guess 
specifically  the  Innu  have  made  the  most  noise  about  low-level  flying. 

Michael  Johansen:  Yeah.  And  they  haven't  had  any  actually  contact 
with  the  Innu  Nation,  no  direct  contact,  but  they've  been  briefed  by 
the  local  officials  about  the  Innu  opposition.  The  base  commander. 

Col.  Doug  Langton  was  there.  He  said  that  this  whole  issue  isn't 
something  they  would  deal  with  directly,  that  it's  something  to  be 
handled  by  the  Institute  for  Environmental  Research  and  Monitoring, 
which  is  a body  set  up  by  the  Environmental  Assessment  Panel.  Now  the 


Innu,  they  have  their  own  sources  of  information  and  they  were  quick 
out  with  a press  release.  I haven't  spoken  with  them  but  just  if  I 
could  read  a short  . . . 

Ann  Budgell:  Yeah,  what's  it  say? 

Michael  Johansen:  Okay.  They're  quoting  Innu  Nation  president  David 
Nuk  here.  'If  the  Italians  want  to  train  at  Goose  Bay  they  must 
accept  the  environmental  protection  program  and  never  pressure  the 
government  to  reduce  avoidance  restrictions  in  order  to  get  more 
flight  training.'  One  other  important  point  they  make  there.  They're 
afraid  the  Italians  will  want  to  do  more  than  what  was  set  out  in  the 
environmental  assessment,  more  kinds  of  training  like  with  live 
ammunition  and  that.  And  they  say  here  that  'we  are  telling  the 
Italian  government  that  we  will  strongly  oppose  any  move  to  add  new 
kinds  of  training  to  what's  already  going  on  here.  They  will  not  be 
free  to  do  what  they  want  in  Innu  air  space. ' 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay.  Now  that  was  the  news  conference  this  morning.  Was 
there  anything,  anybody  locally  have  any  chance  to  react  to  this?  I'm 
sure  that,  you  know,  many  groups  locally  would  feel  that  it's  good 
because  it  sures  up  the  base  and  it's  more  activity  rather  than  less 
activity  on  the  base. 

Michael  Johansen:  Well,  that's  true.  But  I have  to  say  I haven't 
spoken  with  any  other  people,  so  I can't  . . . well,  what  you  say  is 
true.  They  must  support  this  idea,  but  I haven't  spoken  with  anyone. 

So  sorry  about  that. 

Ann  Budgell:  Reaction  to  come  later. 

Michael  Johansen:  Yes. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay  Mike,  thanks  very  much. 

Michael  Johansen:  You're  welcome  Ann. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay.  That's  reporter  Michael  Johansen  talking  to  us 
from  our  CBC  Radio  studio  in  Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay 
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SPOKANE  - White  patients  diagnosed  with  depression  are  more  than 
twice  as  likely  as  blacks  and  Hispanics  to  be  prescribed  new  anti- 
depressant medication,  a new  study  says. 

The  Washington  State  University  research  team  that  conducted  the 
study  says  it  is  the  first  nationwide  examination  of  who  is  treated 
for  depression,  which  afflicts  about  15  million  Americans  at  some 
point  in  their  lives. 

The  findings,  published  in  the  May-June  issue  of  the  Harvard 
Review  of  Psychiatry,  are  based  on  records  collected  through  a 
national  survey  of  nearly  80  million  office  visits  by  people 
aged  20-79. 

In  1992-93,  whites  previously  or  newly  diagnosed  during  that 
period  as  having  some  form  of  depression  were  prescribed  anti- 
depressants at  a rate  of  6.5  per  100  people  in  the  United  States, 
the  study  found.  In  1994-95,  the  rate  increased  to  7.7  people. 

Among  blacks,  the  figures  were  2.6  in  1992-93  and  3.4  the 
following  two  years;  for  Hispanics,  3.0  and  3.2. 

Asians,  Native  Americans  and  other  minority  groups  weren't 
studied  because  the  sample  sizes  were  too  small,  said  David  Sclar,  a 
professor  of  health  policy  and  administration  who  led  the  state-and 
federal-funded  study. 

Other  studies  have  found  no  significant  differences  in  the 
incidence  of  depression  among  various  ethnic  groups,  Sclar  said. 

The  ethnic  disparity  in  anti-depressant  prescription  rates 


indicates  treatment  for  depression  is  inequitable,  he  said. 

"We  have  to  change  delivery  systems  somehow  so  everyone  gets 
equitable  access  to  mental-health  services,"  Sclar  said. 

"It  is  a question  of  access  now,"  he  added.  "We  know  what  works 
(in  treating  depression)." 

More  research  is  needed  to  determine  the  reasons  for  the 
disparity,  he  said. 

One  factor  likely  is  whites'  higher  participation  in  private 
health  insurance  compared  with  blacks  and  Hispanics,  he  said. 

Public  programs  such  as  Medicaid  and  Medicare  provide  little  or  no 
coverage  for  outpatient  prescription  medicine,  so  many  subscribers 
can't  afford  medication  or  must  settle  for  older,  less-expensive 
anti-depressants  called  tricyclics,  Sclar  said. 

Such  drugs  frequently  are  less  effective  than  newer  anti- 
depressants such  as  Prozac,  Paxil  and  Zoloft  and  can  have  more 
damaging  side  effects. 

A researcher  not  involved  in  the  Washington  State  University  study 
said  the  findings  were  not  surprising. 

"It  certainly  is  consistent  with  my  opinion  that  there  is 
substantially  lower  utilization  by  nonwhites  in  psychiatric  health- 
care services,"  said  Robert  Hirschfeld,  a doctor  at  the  University  of 
Texas'  medical  branch  in  Galveston  and  a longtime  researcher  in  the 
field  of  depression  diagnosis. 

"I  think  it's  a serious  problem  that  these  people  are  not  being 
reached . " 

Sclar  and  Hirschfeld  said  they  doubt  the  ethnic  disparity  in 
prescription  rates  stems  from  bias  on  the  part  of  doctors. 

Doctors  must  write  prescriptions  based  on  what  a patient's 
insurance  coverage  allows,  and  often  must  prescribe  the  least 
expensive  medication  or  no  medication  at  all,  Sclar  said. 

Differences  among  ethnic  groups'  attitudes  about  mental  illnesses 
also  could  contribute  to  the  disparity,  Sclar  suggested. 

Blacks  and  Hispanics  may  be  less  likely  than  whites  to  inform  a 
doctor  they  are  suffering  symptoms  of  depression  such  as  low  energy, 
sleeplessness,  lack  of  appetite  and  dark  moods  and  may  attach  more 
social  stigma  to  depression,  Sclar  said. 

In  a separate  study  also  based  on  data  from  the  National 
Ambulatory  Medical  Care  Survey,  Sclar 's  team  identified  the  group 
most  likely  to  be  prescribed  the  newer  class  of  anti-  depressants  - 
women  18-49  years  old  who  have  private  health  insurance  and  voice 
concerns  about  their  symptoms  to  doctors. 

That  study,  published  in  the  December  issue  of  the  International 
Dournal  of  Psychiatry  in  Medicine,  also  found  that  patients  of  all 
ethnic  backgrounds  relying  on  Medicaid  and  Medicare  were  far  more 
likely  to  be  prescribed  the  newest  anti-depressants  compared  with 
those  with  private  insurance. 
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Indians'  role  in  military  celebrated  in  Delaware 

By  D. L.  Bonar 

6/1/99 

CAMDEN  - While  Americans  of  every  heritage  served  and  fought  together 
during  many  of  the  nation's  conflicts.  Native  Americans  were  recognized 
this  year  as  part  of  Memorial  Day  ceremonies  at  Caesar  Rodney  High  School 
Monday.  More  than  250  people  sat  in  sorely  needed  air-conditioned  comfort 
to  hear  Dr.  Samuel  Billison,  a member  of  the  Navajo  Code  Talkers 
Association  speak  about  the  proud  participation  Indians  have  given  to 
United  States  military  efforts. 

"Since  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  General  George  Washington  praised  the 
Indians  under  his  command,  the  U.S.  has  been  privileged  to  have  members  of 
the  Indian  nation  serve  in  its  armed  forces,"  Dr.  Billison  said.  Members 
of  the  Navajo  nation  served  in  the  Pacific  Theater  during  World  War  II,  as 
communications  experts  who  were  able  to  develop  a code  which  was  unable  to 
be  broken.  That  communications  code  was  more  sophisticated,  yet  far 
simpler  than  people  imagined.  The  Japanese,  who  were  able  to  break 
American  code  quickly,  were  unable  to  break  the  Indian  code  at  all,  thus 
ensuring  communications  between  American  forces  were  secure. 

"It  was  really  very  simple,"  Dr.  Billison  said  with  a smile.  "Any  war 
machine  which  flew  was  coded  as  a bird.  Those  which  traveled  on  the  ground 
were  ground  animals  and  those  which  were  on  the  water  or  submerged  were 
fish.  We  didn't  use  sardines,  though,  because  they  were  canned  and  not 
many  of  us  liked  them." 

Dr.  Billison  said  the  Indian  dialects  are  so  varied  that  it  is  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  talk  from  one  nation  to  another.  "About 
the  only  universal  word  in  Indian  dialect  is  'Ugh'  ,"  he  said  with  a 
chuckle. 

The  Indian  historian  said  some  American  soldiers  became  concerned  when 
they  first  heard  Indian  radio  communications  during  World  War  II.  Some 
thought  the  Japanese  had  taken  possession  of  the  radio  waves,  since  they 
could  not  understand  what  was  being  said. 

Dr.  Billison  said  many  of  the  Indian  nationalities  were  mistaken  for 
soldiers  of  the  enemy  army  because  of  their  size  and  appearance.  Most  were 

able  to  succeed  by  showing  their  dog  tags,  metal  identification  tags, 

which  were  worn  around  the  neck  by  soldiers.  Dr.  Billison  said  Indian 

tribes  from  all  over  the  nation  took  part  in  communications  during  all  the 

world  wars.  Members  of  the  Chocktaw,  Chippewa,  Creek,  Sioux  and  other 
tribes  used  their  tribal  languages  as  effective  battlefield  codes  against 
the  Germans  in  World  War  I and  against  the  Germans  and  Japanese  in  World 
War  II. 

"These  unswerving  members  of  the  military  communications  community 
served  as  an  excellent  example  for  all  Americans  and  we  owe  them  a great 
deal  of  gratitude,"  Dr.  Billison  said. 

"RE : Museums  Return  Human  Remains  to  Native  Americans"  

Date:  Tue,  25  May  1999  23:41:54  EDT 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj:  Museums  Return  Human  Remains  to  Native  Americans 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

>From  the  National  Geographic  News  online  site,  which  can  be  found  at 
http://www.ngnews.com.  Look  what  our  Steve  Russell's  done  - 
Martha 


Museums  Return  Human  Remains  to  Native  Americans 


"Preparing  for  the  Feast/'  a copper  engraving  by  Theodore  DeBry,  offers 
a stylized  glimpse  into  the  Native  American  past. 

By  Hillary  Mayell 

On  May  18  the  remains  of  some  2,000  Native  Americans  were  returned  to 
Pueblo  Indians  in  New  Mexico.  The  "repatriated"  bones  came  from 
collections  at  Harvard  University;  the  Peabody  Museum  in  Andover, 
Massachusetts;  the  University  of  New  Mexico;  and  Pecos  National  Park. 

The  repatriation  signals  a hard-won  shift  in  attitudes  toward  Indian 
remains,  which  were  long  regarded  simply  as  scientific  specimens. 
Archaeologists,  anthropologists,  and  other  scholars  insisted  that  they 
needed  the  material  to  study.  Native  Americans  countered  that  human 
remains  are  sacred  - and  pointed  out  that  scientists  manage  to  study  white 
society  without  robbing  graves. 

FROM  RAGE  TO  REPATRIATION 

It  was  1976,  and  Maria  Pearson,  an  Indian  homemaker  in  Iowa,  couldn't 
believe  what  she'd  heard.  While  building  a road,  state  workers  had 
unearthed  an  old  cemetery.  The  remains  of  all  the  white  people  were 
carefully  reburied.  The  remains  of  the  lone  Indian  were  boxed  up  and 
sent  to  a lab  for  "analysis." 

Pearson  became  an  activist  and  helped  spur  Iowa  to  pass  the  first  state 
law  protecting  Native  American  graves.  She  and  others  then  turned  their 
fervor  toward  Washington,  and  in  1990  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  the 
Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA).  It 
established  a complicated  process  governing  the  return  of  remains  and 
cultural  property. 

Thousands  of  remains,  funerary  objects,  sacred  objects,  and  other  tribal 
properties  have  since  been  returned.  Many  others  are  waiting.  The 
Congressional  Budget  Office  estimates  that  the  remains  of  nearly  200,000 
individuals  are  eligible  for  repatriation . Last  week  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  announced  its  intention  to  surrender  the  bones  of 
Ishi  - widely  described  as  "the  last  wild  Indian  in  America"  - to  a tribe 
in  California. 

INTERPRETING  THE  LAW 

Implementing  NAGPRA  has  not  been  easy.  "Some  of  the  biggest  problems 
we've  encountered,"  says  Sharon  Holmer,  who  worked  with  the  Shoshone 
Indians  in  Idaho  on  repatriation  issues,  "is  interpretation  of  the  law. 

The  Hopi  tribe  has  claimed  that  all  Native  American  remains  and  relics 
in  North  America  belong  to  them.  In  other  cases  individuals  want  to 
reclaim  property  that  was  owned  by  an  individual  and  is  therefore  not 
covered  by  NAGPRA." 

Some  tribes,  such  as  the  Navajo,  believe  that  the  dead  are  dangerous, 
and  that  even  saying  a deceased  person's  name  could  call  down  evil 
spirits.  The  Pueblo  of  Zuni  have  declined  to  repatriate  the  remains  of 
their  ancestors.  Other  tribes  have  claimed  the  bones  of  their  dead,  then 
turned  to  other  Native  Americans  to  provide  respectful  burials. 

Still,  Tim  McKeown,  who  leads  the  NAGPRA  implementation  team,  is 
encouraged:  "While  other  cases  may  have  gotten  more  press  coverage,  last 
week's  repatriation  at  Pecos  is  far  more  typical  of  the  type  of 
cooperation  between  museums,  federal  agencies,  and  Indian  tribes  that 
has  come  from  this  act." 

Steve  Russell,  a University  of  Texas  professor  who  has  been  involved  in 
the  repatriation  movement  for  12  years,  disagrees.  "We  are  still  fairly 
embattled.  The  speed  of  implementation  of  the  law  has  been  discouraging 
to  say  the  least.  Hostile  amendments  to  NAGPRA  have  been  introduced  in 
every  Congress  since  the  bill's  passage.  In  East  Texas,  there  are 
property  owners  who  lease  their  land  for  the  sole  purpose  of  digging  up 
Indian  graves,  and  we  can't  get  a bill  through  the  state  legislature  to 
stop  the  practice." 

Russell  stresses  a double  standard  that  has  long  infuriated  Native 
Americans:  "What  they  call  'collecting  of  artifacts'  in  Indian  graves 
would  be  robbing  graveyards  if  it  was  white  folks." 


What  they  call  'collecting  of  artifacts'  in  Indian  graves  would  be 


robbing  graveyards  if  it  was  white  folks. 
Steve  Russell 
University  of  Texas 
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Sheriffs  can  deputize  tribal  officers 

By  ROGER  MYERS 

The  Capital-Dournal 

County  sheriffs  have  authority  to  deputize  tribal  law  officers  to  perform 
specific  law  enforcement.  Attorney  General  Carla  Stovall  said  in  a legal 
opinion  Wednesday. 

The  opinion  said  deputization  by  an  Indian  tribe  isn't  necessary  for 
Kansas  sheriffs'  officers  to  be  able  to  enforce  state  criminal  laws  within 
reservations.  But  whether  tribal  law  enforcement  officers  have  general  law 
enforcement  authority  on  and  off  their  reservations  depends  on  the 
particular  deputization  arrangement  with  the  county  sheriff. 

The  opinion  said  clearly  the  sheriff  could  place  limits  on  the  extent 
of  authority  of  tribal  police  who  were  deputized  and  could  restrict 
cross-deputized  officers  to  certain  activities  or  certain  geographic  areas 
within  the  county. 

The  opinion  said  the  sheriff  would  be  responsible  for  the  official  acts 
of  persons  deputized  by  the  sheriff  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  the  sheriff  and  sureties  of  the  sheriff  would  be  responsible  for  the 
default  or  misconduct  of  the  deputies. 

Flowever,  whether  the  sheriff  would  be  held  liable  in  a particular  case 
would  depend  on  whether  the  deputy  was  carrying  out  an  act  for  which  he  or 
she  had  been  deputized  by  the  sheriff,  the  opinion  said. 

If  deputized  by  a county  sheriff  to  enforce  state  law,  tribal  law 
enforcement  officers  would  be  subject  to  all  statutory  qualifications,  to 
which  any  other  person  deputized  by  the  sheriff  for  particular  acts  would 
be  subject,  including  training  at  the  Kansas  Law  Enforcement  Training 
Center,  the  opinion  said. 

In  addition,  tribal  police  officers  would  be  subject  to  tribal  law 
qualifications,  any  applicable  provisions  of  the  state-tribal  gaming 
compacts  and  any  additional  requirements  imposed  by  the  sheriff  as  a 
condition  of  deputization,  the  opinion  said. 

The  opinion  said  county  sheriffs  could  enter  into  cross-deputization 
agreements  with  tribal  law  enforcement  agencies  without  approval  of  the 
county  commission. 

The  opinion,  which  isn't  legally  binding,  was  issued  in  response  to  a 
series  of  questions  posed  by  Rep.  Becky  Hutchins,  R-Holton.  Hutchins'  House 
district  contains  the  Potawatomi  Indian  reservation,  where  the  Harrah's 
Prairie  Band  gambling  casino  is  located. 

Copyright  1999  The  Topeka  Capital-Dournal 

"RE : Stoney  Point:  Dudge  Stalls  Lawsuit"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dun  1999  23:48:01  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj:  Stoney  Point:  Dudge  stalls  lawsuit 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


DUDGE  RESERVES  DECISION  ON  SHOOTING  DEATH 
Canadian  Press,  Dune  8,  1999,  by  Nanda  Tieri 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 

It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

TORONTO  (CP)  - A judge  will  decide  Wednesday  whether  lawyers  for  Ontario 
Premier  Mike  Harris  can  hold  off  on  the  delivery  of  documents  related  to 
the  shooting  death  of  a native  protester  in  1995.  Dustice  Gloria  Epstein 
reserved  her  decision  after  hearing  the  lawyers'  request  Tuesday  in  the 
wrongful  death  lawsuit  brought  by  George's  family.  Defence  lawyer  Dennis 
Brown  said  if  the  stay  is  not  granted,  the  allegations  could  cause 
"irreparable  harm"  to  the  premier's  image  and  to  the  public  interest. 

George  was  shot  and  killed  by  acting  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  on  Sept.  6,  1995, 
when  police  confronted  natives  protesting  the  alleged  desecration  of  their 
ancestors'  burial  grounds  at  the  Ipperwash  park  on  Lake  Huron. 

Harris  has  denied  any  involvement  in  the  death. 

George's  family  believes  police  were  acting  under  order  from  Harris  and 
other  senior  government  ministers.  The  family  has  been  pressuring  the 
premier  to  comply  with  disclosure  rules  and  file  an  affidavit  of  any 
documents  relating  to  orders  his  government  gave  police. 

Brown  argued  for  a hold  on  the  release  of  documents  at  least  until  Dune  15, 
when  the  court  will  be  asked  to  remove  Harris,  Solicitor-General  Bob 
Runciman  and  Attorney-  General  Charles  Harnick  from  the  lawsuit.  "It's  not 
just  for  Mr.  Harris  it  is  for  the  office  that  he  holds,"  said  Brown  about 
the  request. 

But  the  judge  asked  why  the  premier  should  be  treated  differently  than  the 
anyone  else  named  in  a lawsuit.  "We  have  to  apply  the  laws  equally,"  said 
the  judge,  who  noted  that  Harris'  resistance  could  also  be  deemed  to  be 
harmful  to  his  image. 

Dust  prior  to  last  Thursday's  election  that  re-elected  Harris  for  his 
second  term  as  premier,  Harris  told  reporters  that  he  thought  his  lawyers 
were  co-operating  and  providing  all  the  documents  necessary.  "I  see  a very 
large  contradiction  between  what  Mr.  Harris  has  said  in  public  and  what  his 
lawyers  are  doing  in  court,"  Murray  Klippenstein,  one  of  the  Georges' 
family  lawyers,  said  in  an  interview  Tuesday.  Klippenstein  has  said  the 
affidavit  of  documents,  originally  due  in  November  of  1998,  should  have 
been  handed  over  no  later  than  March  3,  1999.  He  said  a stay  in  the  short 
term  would  be  a minor  setback,  but  a lengthy  stay  could  delay  the  case  for 
years.  "I  think,  regardless,  the  George  family  will  continue  their  fight," 
he  said. 

Since  the  shooting,  George's  family  have  demanded  a public  inquiry  in 
light  of  documents  that  suggested  Harris  had  directed  police  to  use  force 
in  removing  the  protesters  from  the  park. 

Acting-Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  was  convicted  of  criminal  negligence  causing 
death  in  the  shooting  but  is  appealing. 

The  Ontario  government  has  said  repeatedly  that  no  inquiry  would  be 
contemplated  while  aspects  of  the  case  are  still  before  the  courts. 


More  information  on  Aazhoodena  (aka  Ipperwash): 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca /~vipirg/SISIS/ Ipperwash /a r ch01. html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 
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"RE : Leonard  Peltier  and  the  Sacred  Rock"  

Date:  10  Dun  1999  13:51:38  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (DT  Road) 

Subj : Leonard  Peltier  and  the  Sacred  Rock 


Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 


Leonard's  book  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  is  now  out-- 
available  in  stores,  online  and  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
at  lpdc@idir.net  (if  you  buy  from  them  all  profits  go  to  the  struggle  to 
free  Leonard). 

I would  also  like  to  share  this  exhange  of  letters  with  you  relating  to 
Leonard.  They  come  from  my  website  Wisdomkeepers.com 
Many  thanks, 

/Harvey  Arden 

Editor  of  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  by  Leonard  Peltier 


Wisdomkeepers . com : 

My  name  is  Bobidway  Wedamook  Equay  and  I am  from  the  Fond  du  Lac 
reservation  in  Northern  Minnesota.  Today  I read  the  inserts  from  Leonard's 
book  and  was  moved  to  write  to  you. 

I am  going  to  Ireland  in  Dune  to  dedicate  a peace  garden.  The  garden  is 
in  the  shape  of  a turtle  and  will  consist  of  rocks  taken  from  sacred  sites 
all  over  Ireland.  The  four  legs  will  consist  of  rocks  given  to  them  from 
indigenous  peoples  of  the  Americas.  I plan  to  bring  a rock  from  a sacred 
river  that  flows  along  the  border  of  our  reservation.  That  river  is  almost 
dead  from  pollution,  but  I pray  that  this  will  help. 

I am  wondering  if  you  would  like  me  to  take  a rock  for  Leonard.  I can 
include  something  in  my  dedication  regarding  that  rock.. but  it  is  not  so 
much  a political  statement  as  it  is  a prayer.  If  this  is  something  you 
would  like,  please  write  as  soon  as  possible  since  I leave  on  the  6th  of 
Dune . 

Migwetch ....  Esther  Nahgahnub 


Reply  from  Harvey  Arden 
Dear  Esther, 

Your  letter  reaches  across  to  our  hearts.  I am  passing  it  on  to  Leonard. 
He  will  be  extremely  grateful  and,  of  course,  will  be  honored  and 
extremely  pleased  to  have  you  place  a sacred  rock  for  him  on  Ireland's 
Turtle  Island  peace  garden. 

On  one  of  my  visits  to  the  Leavenworth  biannual  spiritual  gathering,  or 
powwow,  I received  as  a parting  gift  two  small  rocks  from  the  fire  pit  of 
the  prison  Inipi,  or  Sweat  Lodge.  As  I left  the  prison  that  day,  Leonard 
briefly  took  the  rocks  in  his  hands,  held  them  lovingly  for  a moment,  and 
told  me:  "These  rocks  are  filled  with  our  prayers.  Handle  them  with  love." 

Both  of  those  rocks  have  since  been  placed  in  other  holy  places.  One  was 
given  to  Chief  Billy  Redwing  Tayac  and  placed  next  to  the  grave  of  his 
father  Chief  Turkey  Tayac  at  the  holy  site  of  Moyoane,  sacred  to  the 
Piscataway  people,  overlooking  the  Potomac  (Potowomack)  River,  directly 
across  the  river  from  George  Washington's  Mount  Vernon  home.  The  other  is 
used  in  the  Inipi  held  by  Sam  Walking  Bear  (Windy  Boy)  in  nearby  Maryland. 

I have  given  a few  little  fragments  from  those  sacred  rocks  to  some  dear 
friends  and  I have  one  fragment  left--about  half  the  size  of  an  egg.  It's 
made  of  fire-resistant  gray  lava,  and  it's  very  burnt-looking.  After  you 
place  a holy  rock  from  your  territory  on  the  Turtle  Island  memorial  on 
Leonard's  behalf,  please  email  us  at  Wisdomkeepers.com  and  tell  us  how  it 
went.  Include  your  snailmail  address  and  I will  send  you  that  little 
sacred  rock  fragment  from  Leonard's  Sweat  Lodge.  I know  he  wants  you  to 
have  it. 

With  respect  and  admiration, 

Harvey  Arden 

On  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier 


Wisdomkeepers . com : 

I am  humbled  by  your  letter.  Migwetch. 

I would  like  you  to  describe  this  rock  to  Leonard  and  how  I received  it. 


I was  at  this  river,  sacred  to  us  because  it  is  one  of  the  last  places 
that  the  sacred  shell  came  out  of  the  water.  It  is  what  we  followed  as  we 
migrated  and  is  an  intregal  part  of  our  religion.  I was  there  doing  a 
ceremony  and  was  about  to  leave  when  the  river  called  me  back.  There  is 
something  here  you  need  to  take,  it  told  me.  I looked  around  and  then 
down... down  past  the  huge  boulders  into  the  rushing  water.  At  first  I 
didn't  see  anything. . .then. . .down  past  the  boulders  and  broken  rocks 
embedded  in  the  sand  and  loose  shale  I noticed  a white  rock.  It  was 
standing  on  end.  And  it  called  to  me.  I looked  again  at  the  deep  rapids 
and  breathed  a deep  breath.  OK,  I thought.  I walked  down  and  I went  into 
the  water,  dragging  my  skirt  along  behind  me  until  I came  to  the  rock.  It 
was  imprisoned  between  levels  of  shale  and  about  two  or  three  inches  of 
sand.  The  shale  held  him  securely.  He  could  not  move.  I began  to  wiggle 
each  piece  of  shale  individually,  wiggling  first  one  side  and  then  the 
other.  Slowly  they  began  to  become  flexible  in  the  sand  that  gripped  them. 
First  I got  the  little  pieces  out,  and  then  it  became  easier  for  me  to 
wiggle  the  larger  pieces.  Finally  the  largest  piece  that  held  the  rock 
gave  way  and  I was  able  to  remove  it.  The  white  rock  slipped  easily  out 
of  the  sand.  I looked  at  it.  I sat  down.  I pondered  this  flat  rock  that 
had  been  standing  on  its  side  for  so  long.  Why  was  I to  have  this?  I 
looked  around,  unsure  of  myself.  I went  back  up  to  where  I had  laid  my 
Pipe  and  turned  to  look  back  at  the  hole.  It  was  already  filled.  I took 
out  my  tobacco  and  talked  to  it.  Yes  the  rock  was  to  go  with  me,  it  said. 
By  this  time  the  wind  had  come  up  and  had  dried  the  stone  somewhat.  As  I 
looked  at  him,  smoothing  his  face,  I saw  the  upraised  face  of  the  North 
American  continent,  and  then  the  St.  Lawrence  seaway.  As  I watched  the 
wind  dry  it  other  things  appeared... a wolf,  a bear,  a great  lynx,  a man 
from  another  planet,  a turtle,  all  the  clans  and  all  the  people  came 
together  as  this  rock  dried.  He  is  truly  a remarkable  man,  the  human 
spirit  in  this  rock.  There  is  so  much  to  tell  about  him,  oh  yes.  When  I 
was  looking  at  him  tonight,  I saw  a warrior's  face.. with  the  old  time  top 
knot,  the  twist  on  the  forehead.  I think  they  called  them  warrior's  knots 
I haven't  taken  him  in  the  house,  he  will  ride  with  me  in  the  passenger 
seat  of  my  car  until  we  board  the  plane.  He  will  ride  in  the  plane  with 
me,  just  as  any  respected  Elder  would  do.  And  he  will  continue  to  be  with 
me  in  just  that  way  until  he  is  placed  in  the  Peace  Garden  in  Ireland. 

So  you  see ...  Leonard  is  going  to  Ireland! 

I am  also  bringing  Fond  du  Lac's  flag  and  that  will  fly  over  him  too. 

One  other  thing.  As  the  wind  dried  him.. he  was  not  white  anymore.  He 
had  turned  color.  He  is  four  layers,  and  his  colors  are  a pale  yellowish 
tan  and  green... and  in  some  places  the  green  is  almost  black. 

Again,  migwetch  for  allowing  me  to  do  this  for  Leonard. 

Peace, 

Esther  Nahgahnub 


Dear  Esther, 

Your  story  goes  very,  very  deep.  Maybe  by  loosening  the  rock  from  its 
prison  in  the  shale  you  are  lifting  Leonard  from  his  prison  at  Leavenworth 
I feel  sure  it  is  a Sign.  I will  send  these  letters  to  him  and  hope  to 
have  a reply  for  you  in  the  near  future.  Please  tell  us  more  when  you 
return  from  Ireland.  On  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

/Harvey  Arden 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Dune  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 


is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Vann,  Ernest  W. 

# 91B2531  W.C.F. 

3622  Wende  Rd,  PO  Box  1187 
Alden,  NY  14004-1187 
Date  of  Birth:  9/2/51 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Mohawk 

Waldon,  Bruce  Lee 

#305-575 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  7/2/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Webb,  Terry 
#266-081 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/30/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Warren,  Robert 
26767  A-  1 - 7 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Shawnee/Cherokee 

Wagner,  Patrick  Dwaine 

#194-920 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  11/22/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Vogel,  Vance  Alton 
143  Wren  Lane 
Florien,  LA  71429 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  Medicinemen 


Date:  Thu,  27  May  1999  01:57:34  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : medicinemen 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I have  taken  a look  at  the  Medicinemanforhire  site  and  have  found  there 
are  some  Navajo  men,  the  Morrisses  from  Sheepsprings  offering  their 
services  as  practitioners  As  medicinemen/peyote  men.  I can  not  speak 
for  them  but  these  things  I remember 

An  old  man  and  women  rode  a matched  pair  of  horses  down  a long  windy 
dusty  road  somewhere  over  by  Cow  Springs,  Tonalea.  They  carried  saddle 
bags  filled  with  hard  goods,  turquoise  and  silver  jewelry,  heavy  stuff. 
These  would  be  offered  to  the  man  they  were  going  to  see.  He  was  of 
simple  means  but  known  to  many,  even  these  two  who  had  travelled  al00 
miles  to  see  him.  They  had  left  a couple  of  days  earlier  from  the 
Chuska  Mountains  crossing  along  by  Star  Mountain,  skirting  Canyon  De 
Chelly,  past  Round  Rock  and  straight  on  to  Rough  Rock  and  up  over  Black 
Mesa.  Their  clothes  were  dusty  and  worn  but  they  carried  with  them  a 
request  that  this  Singer  come  to  the  their  place  for  to  restore 


balance. 

A call  had  gone  out  after  the  family  and  all  the  relations  had  sat  down 
for  a meeting.  Someone  was  ailing  and  the  it  was  decided  a Singer  was 
needed.  There  is  a man  from  way  over  by  Cow  Springs  someone  said  and  so 
the  old  couple  wanted  to  go.  They  had  not  been  that  way  for  a long  time 
and  they  wanted  to  see  this  country  again,  so  they  set  out.  Family 
brought  out  the  hard  goods,  heavy  bracelets,  three  conchos  made  in  the 
last  century  by  Slim  Silversmith.  It  was  good,  they  packed  it  away  and 
set  out  to  the  west. 

The  family  gathered  there  scattered  out  into  the  area,  there  had  to 
three  places  found  where  those  families  would  host  one  night  each. 
Preparations  for  a sing,  cutting  wood,  gathering  plants,  these  things 
are  what  nalis  do  and  the  old  Chef's  go  out  and  do  the  things  that 
elders  do,  they  talk  about  the  important  things,  who  was  to  sing,  take 
charge  of  the  animals,  gathering  food,  blankets,  and  help  from  the 
local  area.  Each  went  his  way  to  each  part  of  the  area. 

On  sighting  a horse  rider,  the  children  would  run  into  the  hogan  or 
chao',  shade  house  and  summon  the  older  folks  and  parents.  In  some 
cases  the  rider  would  go  up  to  the  place  and  someone  from  inside  would 
say,  Ohshde',  come  in,  and  so  they  went  in  and  sat  down  reaching  for 
whatever  the  family  was  eating  without  asking  and  sharing  a meal.  After 
some  food  was  eaten  they  would  commence  to  say  in  the  long  way  of  doing 
so,  the  circumstances  of  what  happened  at  a certain  time  and  that  is 
how  it  happens,  someone  gets  ill  or  sick  and  so  that  is  why  they  are 
there.  The  family  considers  this  and  after  a little  bit  offers  what 
they  can,  coffee,  beans,  a sheep,  a son-in-law  to  chop  wood,  maybe  a 
singer  who  can  make  the  birds  dance  in  the  night  to  the  sway  of  many 
men  and  women  who  sing. 

It  is  a beautiful  thing  to  stand  near  the  edge  and  look  out  on  a group 
standing  close  together  in  the  night,  not  too  far  from  the  cedar  log 
bonfire.  Their  voices  raising  and  following  the  embers  that  float  into 
the  night  sky,  making  them  dance  on  a song  that  takes  the  group  to  a 
simple  dance  floor  cleared  in  the  brush.  Women  in  shawls  move  about 
about  and  with  a swish,  a touch  call  on  the  men  to  dance.  They  have  to 
pay  some  a dollar,  others  more.  Some  want  to  rum  and  hide,  others  dance 
across  the  sky,  it  is  a good  night  for  all. 

Not  too  far  off  there  is  movement  not  seen  by  many  of  those  with  names 
like  Corn  Bug  Girl,  Pollen  Boy,  Monster  Slayer  who  move  in  and  past  the 
ongoings  outside  to  the  heart  of  it  all.  They  step  into  the  circle  of 
the  Rainbow  Guardians  and  look  about  them  at  the  Singer  who  has  called 
them  there.  He  speaks  each  word  carefully  and  slowly,  taking  care  to  do 
everything  right,  this  is  his  time  and  he  makes  it  so.  Each  grain  of 
sand  has  it's  place,  each  rattle  and  song  giving  a call  to  those  that 
can  provide  the  restoration  of  heart  mind  and  soul  to  the  patient 
sitting  quietly  listening  and  learning. 

I stand  not  too  far  off  on  the  outside  and  take  a rest  on  the  blankets 
set  aside  for  me.  My  grandmother  and  mother  are  making  bread  for 
tomorrow,  kneading  it  so  it  is  just  right.  As  for  me  I take  a break  and 
lay  down  for  little  bit.  I can  hear  them  those  outside  and  their  voices 
hang  in  the  air.  Yasho,  I am  Navajo,  Dine',  I am  glad  to  be  born  during 
this  time.  I shall  dance  in  the  house  of  my  mother  and  sing  in  the 
places  of  my  father,  Dinetah,  within  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains  there  is 
no  other  place  for  me... 

Medicinemenforhire,  can  offer  me  nothing. . .nothing. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  06  Dun  1999  00:21:08  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  109 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 


ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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MY  WISH. 


I do  not  ask  to  see  the  goal 
Whereto  my  spirit  tends. 

For  well  I know  'tis  not  my  soul 
That  in  death's  shadow  ends. 

I only  wish  that  earth  may  be. 
Through  some  small  aid  of  mine. 
Less  steeped  in  self-complacency. 
More  filled  with  what's  divine. 

I only  trust  that  man  may  dwell 
In  selfless  heavens,  now  here; 
Knowing  that  all  that  is,  is  well. 

And  all  that  shall  appear! 

When  this  my  earthly  life  is  o'er; 

Then  from  the  vast  Unseen, 

If  'tis  thy  will,  0 God,  withdraw 
The  veils  that  now  do  screen. 
ARTHUR  E.  LOCKE 

In  Every  Other  Sunday. 


THE  SOCIETY  YEAR  OVER. 


The  Standard  and  Invincible  Societies  combined  gave  a very  enjoyable 
evening  to  the  school  last  Friday  night. 

A debate  upon  the  question: 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  should  adopt  the  expansion  policy, 
was  the  chief  part  of  the  entertainment,  but  excellent  music  was 
provided  by  the  orchestra  under  the  charge  of  Dames  Wheelock,  and  there 
were  declamations  by  Wesson  Murdock,  and  Artie  Miller,  besides  a most 
laughable  dialogue  in  which  Isaac  Seneca,  Desse  Palmer  and  Charles 
Roberts  were  the  actors. 

Martin  Wheelock,  Ex-President  of  Invincibles,  made  a few  opening 
remarks  of  welcome  and  introduced  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  to  preside  for 
the  evening.  Mr.  Wheelock' s remarks  were  appropriate  for  the  occasion, 
saying  in  part  that  having  been  at  the  school  for  14  years  and  taken 
part  in  every  society  from  the  beginning  he  could  say  without  hesitation 
that  there  is  no  part  of  the  school  curriculum  that  is  more  helpful  and 
entertaining  than  these  literary  events.  He  referred  to  the  early  days 
of  debate,  and  to  some  of  the  first  students  who  make  their  mark  then  as 
orators,  mentioning  especially  the  name  of  the  lamented  Howard  Logan,  whose 
brilliant  intellect  was  recognized.  He  spoke  of  the  question  to  be  taken 
up  for  the  evening  as  one  which  was  being  discussed  by  the  leading  men  of 
our  day  at  present,  and  concluded  with  the  remark  that  there  is  nothing 
that  proves  more  conclusively  the  capability  of  the  Indian  for  education, 
than  the  strides  he  has  taken  in  the  last  few  years  toward  the  highest 
manhood,  physically,  morally  and  spiritually. 

The  principal  speakers  of  the  debate  were  Dames  Dohnson  and  Frank 
Beale  on  the  affirmative,  and  Dohn  Warren  and  Frank  Beaver  on  the 
negative.  Each  speaker  was  thoughtful  in  his  arguments  and  brought  out 
such  reasoning  and  logic  on  both  sides  that  the  judges  - Mr.  Mason,  of 
Damestown,  N.Y.,  Mr.  Snyder  and  Mr.  Sowerby  - complimented  them  saying 
that  they  arrived  at  a decision  with  some  difficulty,  but  after  weighing 
every  point  finally  concluded  that  the  affirmative  had  won  the  debate. 


At  the  close.  Major  Pratt  was  called  upon  to  give  his  sentiments  upon 
expansion  and  quite  warmed  to  the  subject,  we  must  not  pass  over  this 
account  of  the  evening  without  special  mention  of  the  excellent  solos 
rendered  by  Robert  Bruce,  on  his  euphonium.  He  thrilled  his  audience 
with  the  sweetness  and  accuracy  of  tones  produced.  Mr.  Harkness 
presided  at  the  bass  viol,  which  helped  the  orchestra  greatly,  as  the 
instrument  owned  by  the  organization  is  a poor  one,  and  we  have  not  as 
yet  an  expert  at  handling  the  big  bow.  The  glee  club  received  an 
encore,  and  the  tableau  was  much  enjoyed. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  9,  5,  7 is  found  in  trees. 

My  2,  8,  6 some  birds  do  when  they  fly. 

My  4,  2,  3,  5,  1,  some  croquet  players  do  when  not  seen. 

My  whole  is  something  at  Carlisle  that  is  just  now  more  beautiful  than 
it  will  probably  be  again  this  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Strawberry  patch. 
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Rachel  Long  says  that  she  likes  her  new  country  home  very  much,  at  Mt. 
Holly,  N.J. 

Miss  Rebecca  Girton,  of  Newtown,  says  in  her  letter  of  renewal,  that 
she  has  taken  the  HELPER  for  ten  years,  and  cannot  do  without  it." 

Jacob  Cobmoosa  orders  change  of  address  which  shows  that  he  is  going 
to  leave  Vandecar,  and  take  up  his  abode  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan. 

Ben  Hardison,  who  has  been  in  the  cattle  business  since  he  went  to  his 
Colorado  home  a year  or  two  ago  thinks  of  giving  up  cattle  as  it  is  so 
exposing,  and  taking  up  farming. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death  of  little  Fannie  Jackson  who  went 
to  her  home  in  North  Carolina,  before  Christmas.  It  will  be  remember4ed 
that  Miss  Campbell  went  as  far  as  Washington  with  her. 

Laura  Ammon  is  spending  her  fourth  summer  at  Bethayres,  and  she  says 
she  likes  it  more  and  more.  She  thinks  she  has  a lovely  country  home 
and  her  health  is  good  and  she  is  happy.  Laura  expresses  a hope  that 
her  little  brother  will  come  to  Carlisle. 

The  concerts  given  by  the  band  on  Saturday  evenings  these  days  are 
much  appreciated.  The  programme  for  tomorrow  evening  will  be:  1.  March, 
Charlatan-Sousa;  2.  Overture,  Rienzi-Wagner;  3.  Chant  de  Espana-Ripleyj 
4.  The  Trumpeter's  Dream-Wilson;  5.  Gems  of  Stephen  Foster-Tobani;  6. 
Sacred  Song,  Calvary-Rodneyj  7.  Medley  Schottische-Schetter;  8.  Star 
Spangled  Banner. 


Charles  Antoinne  is  farming  for  himself  in  Nebraska  and  has  215  head 
of  cattle.  He  says  "I  am  trying  to  make  use  of  what  little  education  I 
have  received  from  dear  old  Carlisle.  I am  very  thankful  to  Major 
Pratt.  I am  getting  pretty  good  wages  and  have  my  farm  besides,  but  I 
never  expect  to  strike  a place  like  Carlisle  in  my  life,  and  I am  sorry 
for  it."  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Morrett,  we  get  the  above. 

Miss  Lillian  Complainville,  '98,  who  is  now  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo., 
has  missed  the  HELPER  for  three  weeks,  and  says  we  "cannot  realize  what 
comfort  it  gives  to  one  so  far  away  from  home."  Miss  Lillian's  home  is 
in  Idaho,  but  we  reckon  she  thinks  of  Carlisle  as  one  of  her  homes. 

Invitations  are  out  for  Metzger  College  and  Dickinson  College 
Commencements,  the  former  to  come  next  week  beginning  with  Sunday's 
Baccalaureate  Sermon  and  ending  with  Thursday  evening's  lawn  reception; 
the  latter  beginning  Dune  3,  and  ending  Wednesday,  with  President  and 
Mrs.  reed's  reception  June  7th.  Both  events  will  be  attended  with  the 
usual  festivities  and  literary  treats. 

Miss  Nettie  Buckles,  '99,  has  arrived  at  her  destination,  the  Puyallup 
School,  Tacoma,  Washington,  and  her  first  impressions  are  very 
pleasant.  The  school  is  delightfully  located  overlooking  Puget  Sound. 
She  has  a nice  room  and  has  found  charming  people  who  have  not  allowed 
her  to  get  homesick.  She  saw  many  things  along  the  way  that  interested 
her,  but  the  prairie  dogs  in  Wyoming  and  Nebraska  made  her  laugh.  The 
horses  that  were  running  wild  brought  wishes  for  one  of  them.  She  sends 
love  and  greetings  to  her  friends  at  Carlisle.  We  get  this  through  the 
kindness  of  Miss  Seonia,  into  whose  letter  we  were  allowed  to  steal  a 
peep . 

Our  baseball  boys,  owing  in  various  reasons,  have  not  played  what 
might  be  called  ball  this  season  until  Tuesday  afternoon,  when  Dickinson 
came  out  to  "practice"  a little  with  them.  Although  our  pitcher  had  a 
lame  arm  and  the  boys  were  far  from  good  condition  owing  to  vaccinated 
arms  they  made  the  Dickinsonians  breathe  a little  rapidly.  Dickinson 
had  first  bat,  and  received  no  mark  on  the  score  sheet  except  a round 
little  naught,  then  the  Indians  to  keep  things  even  did  the  same  thing. 
For  four  innings  the  Dickinsonians  labored  hard  to  score,  but  could  not 
make  it,  while  the  Indians  scored  one  in  the  third  and  one  in  the  fourth 
inning.  Then  by  a costly  error,  our  boys  allowed  them  a run  while  in 
the  same  innings  we  won  nothing.  Then  in  the  seventh  each  made  another 
cipher;  so  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  the  score  was  exactly  tie  and 
playing  seemed  about  even  while  excitement  on  the  bleachers  was  at  the 
high-water  mark.  Our  pitcher,  Louis  LeRoy,  gave  out,  and  we  had  no  man 
to  take  his  place  who  had  had  practice,  so  the  Dickinsonians  were  given 
bases  on  balls,  which  told  against  us.  They  got  another  run  in  the 
eighth  inning  while  we  received  no  more,  which  made  the  score  3 to  2 in 
favor  of  Dickinson.  We  will  given  them  another  "practice"  game  on 
Decoration  Day  on  the  College  field.  Our  boy's  arms  are  still  sore,  but 
they  will  do  their  best. 

TUESDAY'S  SCORE: 


Dickinson  000011010  ...  3 

Indian  001100000  ...  2 


Schedule  for  Future  Ball  Games. 

May  27,  Gettysburg,  at  Gettysburg. 

" 30,  Dickinson,  here. 

June  3,  Albright,  at  Myerstown. 

" 10,  Harrisburg  Country  Club,  at  Harrisburg. 
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Mr.  Kensler  spent  Sunday  in  Philadelphia. 

The  roofs  are  taking  on  a new  dress  of  paint. 

Nettie  Horne  has  come  back  from  the  county. 

Miss  Barclay  taught  in  No.  10  during  Mrs.  Cook's  absence. 

Assistant  Disciplinarian  Ralston  is  off  on  a few  days'  leave. 

Miss  Lida  Standing  has  gone  to  Washington  to  visit  Miss  Cummins. 

Rev.  R.B.  Moore,  D.D.,  of  Vineland,  N.J.,  spent  Thursday  evening  with 


Miss  Pauli. 

"The  ground  is  not  damp/'  saith  the  idiot  who  is  sitting  in  the  grass 
too  soon  after  a rain. 

Blackchief  made  the  two  runs  that  were  scored  on  Tuesday,  no  wonder  he 
was  called  "the  mascot" 

Mrs.  Culbertson  who  wen  with  us  was  Miss  Sharp,  was  out  paying  calls 
on  friends  Saturday  evening. 

Ursinus  at  Norristown,  came  off  victorious  on  Saturday  in  a game  of 
ball  with  our  boys,  by  a score  of  18  to  8. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  Miss  Nana,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason,  of  Jamestown, 
N.Y.,  went  to  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday. 

Mrs.  Cook  returned  on  Sunday  evening  from  her  home  in  Connecticut, 
having  had  a delightful  little  rest,  she  claims. 

This  week  the  school  has  been  inspected  pretty  thoroughly  by  our 
Colored  Brethren  who  have  been  in  Convention  in  Carlisle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  and  children  - Master  Dick  and  Misses  Sarah, 
Marion  and  Roxanna  came  over  to  spend  Sunday  at  the  school. 

Miss  Forster  and  Miss  Seonia  have  gone  to  New  York  City  to  attend  the 
Eastern  Drawing  Teachers'  Association,  to  be  gone  a few  days. 

Miss  Carter  took  a little  trip  to  Philadelphia  on  Friday  returning 
Saturday,  while  there  she  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.N.  Burgess. 

Miss  Wilson,  assistant  tat  the  girls'  quarters,  is  taking  a vacation 
at  her  home  in  Washington.  She  will  not  return  to  Carlisle,  but  has  not 
left  the  service. 

Koklilook  and  Coogidlore,  the  Alaskan  girls  who  have  been  staying  with 
Miss  Edge  of  Downingtown,  for  a few  weeks  have  returned  looking  in  fine 
condition,  well  and  happy. 

Christin  Redstone  has  returned  from  her  country  home  quite  ill.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hunter,  of  Philadelphia,  a friend  of  the  Russels,  with  whom 
Christine  has  lived,  brought  her. 

So  many  girls  having  gone  out  to  country  homes  the  sewing  department 
is  not  now  overcrowded.  All  the  country  boys  and  girls  have  been 
supplied  with  needful  garments  for  the  summer.  There  is  always  plenty 
to  do  in  this  busy  department,  and  to  keep  up  the  demand  for  clothing 
means  work  and  management. 

Charles  Roberts  did  fine  catching  on  Tuesday.  Captain  Miller  played  a 
star  game.  Caleb  Sickles  took  LeRoy's  place,  and  it  being  his  first 
effort  in  the  box  with  the  first  team  he  threw  a little  wildly  at  the 
beginning,  but  Sickles  bids  fair  of  making  a fine  left-handed  pitcher. 

Miss  Jackson,  Miss  Higman  and  Miss  Heiks,  of  Metzger  College, 

Carlisle,  and  Miss  Forster,  of  Harrisburg,  were  guests  of  Misses  Cutter 
and  Forster  at  dinner  on  Saturday  evening. 

How  would  you  like  to  drink  the  water  you  wash  in?  To  sleep  with  your 
head  under  the  covers  and  breathe  over  and  over  again  the  foul  air  that 
comes  from  your  lungs,  is  just  about  as  bad,  for  your  health. 

Ray  Funk  has  taken  up  his  summer  abode  with  Mrs.  Howe  in  the  South 
Mountain.  It  always  does  Ray  good  to  go  to  the  mountains.  Mrs.  Howe's 
home  at  Hunter's  Run  has  become  quite  famous  as  a health  resort  for  our 
school . 

Bert  Charles  has  gone  to  his  home  in  Jackson,  Alaska.  Bert  has  not 
been  well  for  a few  weeks.  We  hope  he  will  get  entirely  well,  for  he  is 
one  of  our  faithful  boys,  of  good,  honest  character,  and  deserving  of 
health  and  happiness. 

Our  neighbor.  Judge  Henderson,  was  over  on  Monday  making  a business 
call,  and  proposes  that  next  time  he  comes  to  wear  a different  hat, 
something  like  one  he  saw  which  he  complimented  as  becoming  to  the 
person.  Let  us  keep  a watch  out  for  the  Judge  and  his  new  hat. 

The  sociable  on  Saturday  evening  was  given  that  all  might  take  a look 
at  Professor  Schurr's  collection  by  electric  light.  By  some  the  affair 
was  called  a bug  sociable,  and  a wag  suggested,  "better  that  than 
sociable  bugs."  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  immediately  called  for  a fan. 

It  was  a little  difficult  for  Dickinson  representatives  on  the 
bleachers  to  give  the  college  yell  on  Tuesday,  for  every  time  they 
started  up  our  small  fry  began  a general  hooting.  We  are  not  noted  for 
"rooting"  but  on  Tuesday  we  gave  the  players  more  than  usual 


encouragement  in  that  line,  and  it  helped. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Dickinson  College  baseball  men  showed  themselves  to  be 
gentle,  and  they  deserve  the  name  they  have  son  this  season  for  their 
excellent  playing.  Umpire  Hare  is  a cool-headed  man  for  the  place, 
rendering  fair  decisions  and  wise  judgments  at  critical  times. 

Another  of  our  school  force  married:  On  May  17th,  Miss  McCommon  of  the 
sewing  department  was  wedded  to  Mr.  Harry  T.  Rambo,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  ceremony  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  sister,  Mrs.  A.B. 
Beisel,  on  North  College  street.  The  newly  wedded  couple  are  living  in 
Philadelphia . 

Professor  Schurr  says  that  a single  fly  in  one  season  under  favorable 
conditions  propagates  150,000,000  flies,  but  they  have  enemies  which 
feed  upon  them  and  keep  the  numbers  down.  In  the  stomach  of  one  bird 
her  found  3000  flies  and  mosquitoes.  For  this  reason  alone  we  should 
not  kill  the  birds.  They  save  us  from  being  eaten  up  by  insects,  and 
save  the  farmers'  crops.  We  hope  the  little  fellows  who  have  to  give  up 
their  slings,  will  not  feel  sorry  any  more  because  they  are  not 
permitted  to  shoot  at  the  birds  in  the  trees  about  the  school.  The 
robins  and  other  birds  are  very  friendly  with  us  as  a school  this  year, 
and  we  must  try  to  keep  them  so. 
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UNUSUAL  INTEREST. 


Not  for  many  a day  has  the  school  as  a school  and  as  individuals 
become  so  absorbed  in  a subject  as  it  has  this  week  in  the  collection 
placed  in  the  gymnasium  by  Professor  Schurr,  the  eminent  naturalist. 

Note  books  were  out  on  all  occasions  and  although  the  Professor  is  a 
little  difficult  to  understand  on  account  of  his  German  accent,  he  was 
listened  to  with  rapt  attention  whenever  he  spoke  or  wherever  he 
appeared  as  the  center  of  a group  explaining  the  life  and  habits  of  the 
curious  birds,  butterflies,  beetles,  snakes,  etc,  he  has  in  his 
collection . 

The  Professor's  talks  and  exhibition  have  been  an  inspiration.  We 
will  view  nature  and  animal  life  through  wiser  eyes  now  than  heretofore. 

Professor  Schurr  gave  but  one  regular  lecture  before  the  student  body, 
in  Assembly  Hall,  and  although  his  talk  was  an  hour  and  a half  long, 
rarely  have  we  seen  the  students  keep  so  quiet  in  close  attention. 

Indians  are  certainly  natural  naturalists,  eagerly  taking  such  lessons 
as  the  Professor  gave  through  story  and  illustration,  and  profiting  by 
them . 

The  repulsive  worm  which  one  feels  like  killing  on  sight  is  changed 
into  a thing  of  beauty  and  interest. 

The  Professor  would  have  us  watch  the  worm;  watch  the  birds  and  the 
animals  and  learn  lessons  from  them.  Each  little  insect  is  doing  its 
duty  quietly.  We  are  all  made  by  the  same  Creator  and  get  our  food  from 
the  same  table,  and  the  works  of  the  little  creatures  around  us  are  most 
wonderful . 

The  busy  bee  and  the  little  ant  were  held  up  as  examples  on  industry. 
We  are  ignorant  of  their  ways  and  the  habits  of  insect  and  bird  life  in 
general  because  we  go  about  our  work  in  such  a noisy  manner  scaring 
everything  away  from  us. 

We  need  education,  but  we  need  wisdom  more;  we  need  to  get  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  nature,  and  thus  learn  of  God's  great  creation. 

So  many  of  us  have  eyes  but  see  not,  and  have  ears  but  hear  not. 

There  is  no  greater  joy  than  to  be  brought  close  to  nature. 

There  is  no  empire  on  the  whole  globe  which  shows  so  much  law,  order 
and  discipline  as  the  ant  in  his  little  kingdom. 

The  speaker  asked  if  we  could  get  better  exercise  than  by  going  out 
into  the  fields  and  climbing  hills  and  mountains  seeking  for  butterflies 
and  specimens  and  studying  nature. 

He  would  have  us  leave  our  bicycles  behind  and  depend  upon  our  legs  if 
we  would  get  the  best  exercise,  and  grow  in  health  and  vigor. 

The  stories  of  the  silk  worm  were  intensely  interesting,  and  when  he 
said  that  the  process  of  manufacturing  silk  was  known  2700  years  before 


Christ,  we  could  but  feel  insignificant  in  our  boasted  civilization. 

There  are  395  varieties  of  silk  worm,  and  after  his  story  of  the 
little  caterpillar  that  weaves  the  threads  around  his  own  body,  making 
350,000  elliptical  motions  in  spinning  a thread  never  less  than  300 
yards  long  and  sometimes  1800  yards  in  length,  making  a tomb  so  strong 
that  man  is  not  able  to  pull  it  apart,  we  felt  still  more  insignificant 
as  individuals  and  workers. 

The  Professor  is  a great  friend  of  the  sparrow,  and  refuted  in  strong 
terms  the  popular  notion  that  the  sparrow  drives  all  other  birds  away. 

He  gave  illustrations  of  the  friendliness  of  the  sparrow  to  other  birds, 
but  his  heart  went  out  in  great  bitterness  against  the  industries  that 
catch  our  birds  by  the  millions  in  nets  two  and  three  miles  long,  all 
for  the  hats  of  women  and  for  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  Professor  became  so  interested  in  the  interest  manifested  by  his 
Indian  audience  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  believes  he  would  be 
talking  yet,  had  not  the  Major  reminded  him  that  the  hour  was  late.  The 
hypnotic  spell  exercised  by  pupil  and  speaker  one  over  the  other  was 
broken;  the  end  came,  and  there  was  such  a round  of  applause  as  is  not 
often  given  here  in  honor  of  a scientific  lecturer. 


SICKLES  RECEIVES  HONORABLE  MENTION. 


The  Dickinsonian  in  a report  of  the  Spring  Sports  which  came  off  May 
10  at  Dickinson  College  has  this  to  say  of  Caleb  Sickles,  '98,  who  is 
not  a "prep"  at  Dickinson: 

The  first  event  on  the  program  was  one  of  the  most  exciting.  This  was 
a relay  race  between  our  preparatory  school  and  Mercersburg  Academy. 
Mercersburg  evidently  had  a faster  team  than  Dickinson  preparatory  and 
the  first  four-fifths  of  the  mile  were  marked  by  a continually 
increasing  gap  between  the  two  runners,  in  favor  of  Mercersburg.  But 
when  the  crowd  saw  young  Sickles  of  Dickinson  take  his  place  at  the  line 
and  wait  on  tiptoes  to  touch  the  hand  of  his  panting  colleague,  and  then 
dash  off  on  the  last  lap  with  an  astonishingly  increasing  speed,  the 
chances  of  our  preps  became  suddenly  bright,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  to  be  made  up,  and  Mercersburg  came  in  first,  although  their  lead 
was  quite  perceptibly  decreased  by  Sickles  who  was  heartily  cheered. 


+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  In  Memory  of  the  Tupac  Amaru"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  07:57:14  -0400 
From:  *No-qui-si*  <1DAYSTAR(3W0RLDNET . ATT . NET> 

Subj : In  Memory  of  the  Tupac  Amaru 

MY  CHILDREN  DIED  TODAY 

My  children  died  today  and  you  people  cheer 
There  are  always  cheers  when  the  cowboys  kill  the  Indians 
And  my  children  were  Indian  despite  their  Spanish  names 
They  called  themselves  after  my  father 
Tupac  Amaru. 

My  children  died  today. 

Crashing  the  Emperor's  party  was  easy. 

All  Indians  look  like  maids  and  waiters  to  White 
and  Honorary  White  people  in  Peru 
The  lights  went  out. 

The  water  was  turned  off 
And  for  126  days  the  rich  lived  like  Indians... 

My  children  died  today  and  you  people  cheer. 

They  were  called  terrorists  because  they  made  demands: 

Food  for  our  people 


Land  for  our  people, 

Dustice  for  our  people 
An  end  to  the  exploitation  of  our  country. 

But  there's  a second  coming  of  Columbus 
and  this  time  he's  Dapanese... 

My  children  died  today! 

Some  of  them  seeing  Lima  for  the  first  time. 

Some  of  them  not  yet  out  of  their  teens 
Young  enough  to  believe  in  justice 
Young  enough  to  think  the  public  had  an  opinion 
Young  enough  to  believe  in  honorable  negotiations 
Young  enough  to  think  the  world  cares  how  Indians  live  or  die. 
My  children  died  today! 

They  played  soccer  as  children  will 

The  rich  slid  in  my  children's  blood 
Then  crawled  back  to  their  corporations 
The  little  emperor  in  a flak  jacket  bringing  up  the  rear 
While  media  high  fives  and  cheers 
My  children  died  today! 

MY  CHILDREN  DIED  TODAY! ! ! ! 

By  Noquisi  (Day  Starr) 

Back  To  The  Blanket  Dournal: 

http : //www. angelfire . com/biz/BackToTheBlanket 

Heroine  Mu  Gui-Ying 

http : //www. geocities . com/ Tokyo/ Pagoda/7111 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Dun  99  03:51:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  20-26 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

20 

In  the  hidden  places  are  found  the  rarest  of  flowers. 

21 

Summer's  moon  is  rising  now  above  the  mountains. 

22 

Speak  softly  of  your  secret  joys. 

23 

Doy  is  the  visible  expression  of  wonder. 

24 

True  dreams  are  born  of  sea  spray,  of  ehukai. 

25 

Cherish  three  things  above  all  else:  the  life  of  the  land, 
the  well-being  of  the  spirit,  and  the  love  of  those  friends 
who  are  dearest  to  us. 

26 

Be  one  with  the  winds,  and  give  your  spirit  wings! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Dune  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  01  Dun  1999  13:50:26  -0400 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Leonard  Peltier  Conference 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a copy  of  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  Program.  If  you 
have  not  registered  yet  but  are  planning  on  attending  please  do  so  now! 

This  is  especially  important  for  anyone  planning  to  stay  in  a dorm  room.  If 
you  know  of  people  who  are  coming  please  ask  them  if  they  have  registered. 

In  two  weeks  we  have  to  give  Haskell  University  our  final  count  on  rooms 
and  meals  and  after  that  we  will  be  unable  to  register  anyone  who  needs  a 
dormitory  room  and/or  meals  provided.  Thank  you  and  we  look  forward  to 
meeting  you  soon ! ! ! 

The  LPDC  staff  collective 

Program  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 
Sponsored  By  the  LPDC 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774/fax  (785)  842-5796 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University- -Lawrence,  Kansas 
FRIDAY,  DUNE  25 

2:00  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Registration  at  Haskell  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Dinner  at  Cafeteria  and  Welcoming  by  LPDC  staff  and 
Peltier  family. 

7:00  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m.  Opening  prayer  and  Peltier  honoring  song  will  be 
followed  by  a cultural,  historical,  and  political  presentation  on  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  it.  This  panel  discussion 
will  be  presented  by  Oglala  survivors.  Dean  Bordeaux  Roach,  Dean  Day,  and 
Edgar  Bear  Runner. 

SATURDAY,  DUNE  26 

7:00  Morning  ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  breakfast 

9:00-10:00  Presentation  by  Legal  Team--Eric  Seitz,  Dennifer  Harbury,  Carl 
Nadler,  Dim  Leonard  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on  Leonard's  current 
legal  situation.  Seitz  is  a Criminal  lawyer  who  represented  Leonard  during 
his  last  appeal  and  is  currently  handling  his  medical  situation  as  well  as 
exploring  new  legal  possibilities.  Dennifer  Harbury  is  an  attorney  and 
renowned  human  rights  activist.  She  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on 
the  effort  to  have  the  remaining  6000  FOIA  documents  released  as  well  as  a 
possible  complaint  with  the  OAS.  Carl  Nadler,  who  has  been  representing 
Leonard  since  the  trial  will  discuss  current  issues  regarding  the  Federal 
Parole  Board.  Facilitator:  Gina  Chiala,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:00-10:30  Questions  and  Answers  for  the  legal  team 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Prison  Issues--During  this  presentation  ex-prisoners , Helen 
Felix  Baca,  Ben  Carnes,  Bobby  Castillo,  and  Ida  Robinson  as  well  as  Native 
Prisoner  Advocate,  Deborah  Peebles,  will  talk  about  some  of  their 
experiences  in  prison  and  some  important  current  prison  issues  and  relate 
this  to  what  Leonard  is  experiencing.  Bobby  Castillo  is  an  ex  Marion 
Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met  Leonard  in  prison  and  was  vital  in  obtaining 
the  European,  Italian,  and  Belgian  Resolutions  in  support  of  freedom  for 
Peltier.  Helen  Felix  Baca  was  in  maximum  security  federal  prison  for  four 
years  and  also  is  an  advocate  for  Leonard.  Ben  Carnes  is  a former  prisoner, 
a National  Spokesperson  for  the  LPDC,  and  an  advocate  for  Native  prisoners. 
Ida  Robinson  was  a political  prisoner  for  10  years  and  has  since  become  a 
strong  advocate  for  prisoners  with  children.  Deborah  Peebles  works  with 
the  United  Tribes  Cultural  Group  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary. 

Facilitator:  Daime  Gutierrez,  Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee 
12:00-1:00  lunch 

1:00-2:15  International  Campaign--The  International  Campaign  to  free  Peltier 
is  important.  Many  human  rights  atrocities  have  come  to  an  end  because  of 
pressure  from  the  international  community.  During  this  presentation 
Mandela's  lawyer  and  human  rights  activist,  Lennox  Hinds,  European  LPSG 
coordinator,  Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini,  former  South  African  Political 


Prisoner,  Dennis  Brutus,  and  a representative  for  Amnesty  International  will 
discuss  current  actions  being  taken  on  an  international  level  for  Peltier. 
Possibilities  of  future  international  strategies  will  be  explored  as  well. 
Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
2:15-2:30  Break 

2:30-4:00  Panel  on  Grass  Roots  Organizing- -A  proposal  for  upcoming  actions, 
public  outreach  and  fund  raising  will  be  presented.  Also  discussed  will  be 
the  history  of  Non-Violent  Civil  Disobedience,  group  decision  making,  and 
on-campus  organizing.  This  panel  will  be  presented  by  First  Nations 
activist  and  Professor,  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  Food  Not  Bombs  co-founder,  CT 
Butler,  North  West  Regional  LPSG  coordinator,  Arthur  Miller,  and 
co-defendent  of  the  Chicago  8 and  life  long  activist,  David  Dellinger. 
Facilitator:  Patricia  Benabe',  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
4:00-4:15  break 

4:15-5:30  Political  Prisoners--How  can  we  continue  to  strengthen  the 
movement  to  free  all  political  prisoners?  What  legal  and  grass  roots 
actions  can  be  taken  on  a group  level?  This  panel  discussion  will  be  lead 
by  Safiaya  Bukari,  Dericho  spokesperson,  Geronimo  Di  3aga,  recently  released 
Black  Panther  Political  Prisoner,  Pam  Africa,  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia 
Abu  Damal  and  MOVE  member,  Marcos  Vilar,  Defense  Committee  for  Puerto  Rican 
Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War,  Damila  Levi,  companera  of  freedom 
fighter,  Ray  Luc  Lavasseur,  former  political  prisoner.  Bear  Lincoln 
(invited),  Andrew  Ascherl  for  Mondo  we  Langa  and  Ed  Poindexter,  and  Daime 
Gutierrez,  National  Defense  Coordinator  for  La  Raza  political  prisoner, 
Ramsey  Muniz. 

Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
5:30-6:30  Dinner 

6:30-7:30  Political  Prisoner  Panel  continued. 

8:00-10:00  Entertainment  and  open  class  rooms  available  for  auxilary 
meetings . 

SUNDAY,  3UNE  27 

7:00  Morning  Ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  Breakfast 

9:00  - 10:30  Lobbying  Presentation--This  presentation  will  update  us  as  to 
what  current  lobbying  efforts  are,  who  is  supportive,  and  how  we  can  help 
support  these  efforts,  Dennifer  Flarbury,  lawyer  and  renowned  human  rights 
activist,  Ernie  Stevens,  Dr.  Vice  President  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  Keith  Dennings,  president  of  the  African  American 
Human  Rights  Foundation  will  be  on  this  panel  and  they  will  also  talk  about 
the  most  effective  ways  to  lobby  elected  officials,  tribal  governments,  and 
NGOs. 

Facilitator : Dean  Day,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Break  into  Working  Groups  for  Introductions 
12:00-1:00  Lunch 

1:00-2:30  Begin  developing  Working  Group  Strategies-Topics  of  working  groups 
will  be: 

Future  Direct  Action/Demonstrations 
Lobbying  and  Letter  Writing 
Fund  Raising 

Media/Writing/Speaking  and  Public  Outreach 
On-Campus  Organizing 
Legal  Research 

2:45-4:00  Continue  Working  Groups-develop  concrete  strategies. 

4:00-5:00  Closing  with  working  group  proposals  and  closing  ceremony  by 
David  Chief  , Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < 
lpdc-change@mail-list . com 


with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  15:13:38  EDT 
From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 

Subj : 10th  Annual  All  My  Relations  Pow-Wow  Celebration 
The  Paul  Family  Hosts 

The  10th  Annual  All  My  Relations  Pow-Wow  Celebration 
Dune  18,  19,  20,  1999 

Swinomish  Gymnasium,  LaConner,  Washington  USA 
Grand  Entries: 

Friday,  7 p.m. 

Saturday  1 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 

Sunday  1 p.m. 

Meals  (served  free  ~ donations  welcome) 

Friday:  Soup  Nite 

Saturday:  Feast  Dinner 

Saturday  & Sunday:  Breakfasts 

Traditional  (Dackpot)  Contest  Dancing 

Dingle  Dance  Special  on  Sunday 

Traditional  Indian  Wedding  Saturday  Afternoon 

Craft  Tables  $75/weekend 

Food  Vendors:  $150/weekend 

For  information  contact:  Kevin  or  Patricia  Paul  (360)  466-3906 
This  is  an  alcohol-free  and  drug-free  event 
Open  to  the  Public 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj:  First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

###  ###  -30-  ###  ### 


Date:  Wednesday,  May  26,  1999 

From:  "Kent  Lebsock"  <ailanm@flash . net> 

Subj : Oyate  Wolakota  Omniciye 

OYATE  WOLAKOTA  OMNICIYE 

Tituwan  Oyate  - Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council 
TREATY  GATHERING  FOR  MANY  NATIONS 
Tituwan  Oyate,  Lakota  Nation 


Haudenosaunee  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 
Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations 
Thursday  Dune  17th  - Supper  and  Get  Acquainted 

Friday  Dune  18th  - General  Meeting  & International  Activities  Update 

Saturday  Dune  19th  - Strategy  Meeting  for  Indigenous  Nations 

on  the  application  of  the  United  NationsTreaty  Study 

Sunday  Dune  20th  - Memorial  for  Chief  Garfield  Grass  Rope 

Lower  Brule  Territory  of  the  Lakota  Nation 

Lower  Brule  Convention  Center 

Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota 

At  the  1998  Session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations 
at  the  United  Nations,  Professor  Miguel  Alphonso  Martinez  presented 
the  Final  Report  on  his  long  awaited  Study  on  Treaties,  Agreements 
and  Other  Constructive  Arrangements  Between  States  and  Indigenous 
Peoples.  For  Indigenous  nations  whose  histories  of  contact  with  European 
settlers  involve  the  international  obligations  set  forth  in  treaties,  the 
importance  of  this  study  cannot  be  underestimated.  It  is  a significant 
step  in  the  development  of  a body  of  international  law  which  protects 
the  social,  cultural,  and  human  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples  and  nations. 

The  Tituwan  Oyate,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  with  the 
technical  support  of  the  American  Indian  Law  Alliance,  is  honored 
to  host  this  Indigenous  peoples'  initiative  in  order  to  give  the  leaders 
of  Native  nations  a free  forum  in  which  to  strategize  for  the  future 
using  the  Treaty  Study  to  our  best  advantage.  The  leadership  of 
other  great  treaty  nations  in  North  America,  including  Confederacy 
of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations  in  Canada  and  the  Council  of  Chiefs  of 
the  Haudenosaune,  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  will  send 
delegations  to  South  Dakota. 

The  host  nations  of  this  Gathering  all  played  a significant  role  in  the 
development  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  the  individual  cases  of  these 
nations  figure  prominently  in  its  presentation.  A discussion  on  the 
use  of  Professor  Martinez's  final  report  is  therefore  a logical  next 
step  in  the  development  of  an  Indigenous  voice  in  international 
human  rights  law. 

Special  Guests: 

Isabelle  Schulte-Tenckhoff , Co-Author  of  the  Treaty  Study  and  Special 
Assistant  to  the  UN's  Special  Rapporteur  on  Treaties  Alyn  Ware,  Director, 
Lawyers  Committee  on  Nuclear  Policy  and  Advocate  at  the  International 
Court  of  Dustice  Tonya  Gonnella  Frichner,  President  of  the  American 
Indian  Law  Alliance  and  United  Nations  delegate 
Lodging: 

Golden  Buffalo  Resort  Motel,  Lower  Brule,  SD  ~ 605-473-5506 
Comfort  Inn,  Oacoma,  SD  ~ 605-734-4222 
Camping  Facilities  will  be  Available  at  Lower  Brule 
For  more  information  contact: 

Kent  Lebsock,  American  Indian  Law  Alliance  New  Mexico, 

Phone:  505-341-4230; 

Tony  Black  Feather,  Spokesman,  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council, 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  Phone:  605-867-5203; 

Ed  Burnstick,  Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations,  Alberta,  Canada 
Phone:  780-944-0334; 

Darwin  Hill,  Seneca  Tonawanda  Nation,  Basom,  New  York 
Phone:  716-542-4244 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 


Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Dune  18-19 
Peoria  Pow  wow 
Miami.  918-762-4691 
Dune  18-20 
Iowa  Tribal  Pow  wow 

Perkins,  4 miles  S.  of  Perkins  on  Hwy  177.  405-547-2402. 

Dune  19-20 

Creek  Nation  Festival  & Rodeo 
Okmulgee,  Creek  Nation  Compound 
918-756-6172  . 800-355-5552 
Dune  25-27 
Potawatomi  Pow  wow 

Shawnee,  Tribal  Grounds.  405-275-3121 
Dune  25-27 

Potawatomi  Days  All  Indian  Golf  Tournament 
Shawnee,  1901  S Gordon  Cooper  Dr.  405-275-4471 
Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Flomecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Flomecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 


feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  July. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Sat,  05  Jun  1999  10:42:29  -0700 

From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Annual  Indian  Lake  Pow  wow! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dune  18-20 

Father's  Day  Weekend 

Black  Bull  Park 

670  Stroup  Rd 

Atwater,  Oklahoma  44201 

Gates  open  9am  to  9pm  Saturday 

9am  to  7pm  Sunday 

Grand  Entry:  12:00  and  7:00  Saturday 

12:00  on  Sunday 
Host  Drum:  Oyate  Luta 
All  drums  are  welcomed 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Steve  Waleff 
Head  Woman  Dancer:  Marcy  Lyn  Waleff 
MC:  Hank  Houghtaling 
Arena  Director:  Doe  BigSmoke  Tiger 

For  more  information  on  vending  or  anything  else  please  call  Curt 
Baltzer  at  (330)628-5796. 

Flute  making  demonstrations  and  performances  by  Tony  Dennings 
Camping  available. 

Spectator  admission  is  $5.00  Adults,  and  $3.00  Seniors,  $3.00  Students. 
Weekend  and  group  rates  available. 

***No  sacred  items  or  artifacts  may  be  sold*** 

**No  drugs,  alcohol  or  firearms  permitted  on  pow  wow  grounds** 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@inf i . net> 

Subj:  psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : JOHN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  10  Dun  1999  23:49:19  EDT 

Subj : Summer  NA  Events/North 


This  is  a list  of  events  of  Native  American  interest  for  the  upper  Midwest 
& East  Coast  states  and  Eastern  Canada. 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
Summer  1999 

Dune  10-22:  First  People's  Festival,  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada.  Featuring 
Native  films  & videos  from  the  Americas,  live  concerts,  traditional 
dancers  & drummers,  visual  arts  exhibitions,  craft  workshops,  & more. 

Info:  (514)  521-2714/fax:  521-9480,  or  terresenvues@videotron . ca . 

Dune  11-13:  Niijii  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Indian  Bowl,  Lac  du  Flambeau, 
WI.  Friday:  Opening  Feast  at  noon;  Flealth  & Traditional  Workshops,  lpm- 
4:30pm;  Sobriety  Dance  (with  DD)  7pm-9pm,  public  welcome.  Saturday:  GE  at 
lpm  & 7pm;  Sunday:  GE  at  1pm.  Vendors  welcome.  FID:  Redbird  Singers. 

Info:  Don  Carufel  or  Flanko  Schuman  (715)  588-3324. 

Dune  11-13:  White  Earth  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Tribal  Grounds,  White  Earth,  MN. 
Info:  (218)  983-3285  or  935-2392. 

Dune  12-13:  Cowasuck  Band  Spring  Gathering,  Chepachet  Center,  Chepachet,RI 
Info:  (508)  528-7629. 

Dune  12-13:  Mohawk  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Plaza,  Charlemont,  MA. 

Info:  (413)  339-4096. 

Dune  12-Sept.  19:  Celebrating  Nunavut:  Art  from  a New  Territory,  Winnipeg 
Art  Gallery,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada.  Info:  (204)  786-6641/fax:  788- 
4998,  www.wag.mb.ca,  or  inquiries@wag.mb.ca. 

Dune  16-21:  Aboriginal  Voices  Festival,  at  the  Flarbourf ront  Centre, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada.  A festival  & conference  on  broadcasting, 
publishing,  and  the  news  media.  There  will  be  six  music  stages,  a craft 
show,  literary  readings,  theatre,  a fashion  show,  mini-pow  wow,  art 
exhibits,  a film  festival,  and  more!  Invited  performers  include  Ulali, 

Derry  Alfred  & the  Medicine  Beat,  Neil  Young,  Doy  Harjo  & Poetic  Dustice, 

R.  Carlos  Nakai,  Star  Nayea,  Burning  Sky,  Asani,  Tomson  Flighway,  Dohn 
Trudell,  Keith  Secola.  The  Reel  Aboriginal  Voices  Film  Festival  will 
include  a 25-year  retrospective  on  the  career  of  the  Nationl  Fil  Board's 
Alanis  Obomsawin,  and  will  feature  rare  indie  film  screenings,  film 
discussions,  and  premiers  of  shorts  & feature  length  productions.  On  Dune 
21,  Aboriginal  Day  in  Canada,  over  2,000  buffalo  puppets  will  roam 
through  the  city  from  the  Four  Directions,  making  their  way  toward  the 
Buffalo  Dump.  Info:  Alanis  King  (416)  973-4147. 

Dune  18-20:  Eastern  Delaware  Nations  Pow  Wow,  Forksville-Sullivan  County 
Fairgrounds,  Forksville,  PA.  Info:  (717)  924-9082. 

Dune  18-20:  Roseau  River  Pow  Wow,  honoring  our  Elders.  Ginew,  Manitoba, 
Canada.  MC:  Vince  Beyl.  Over  $35,000  in  dance  competition  prize  money. 

Info:  (204)  427-2139/fax:  427-2234. 

Dune  18-20:  Kaskaskia  River  Pow  Wow,  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL.  Info: 

Pat  (217)  234-7555. 

Dune  18-20:  Strawberry  Moon  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Camp  Grounds,  Mole  Lake,  WI. 
Info:  (715)  478-5106. 

Dune  19:  Reunion  & Sobriety  Wacipi,  Old  Agency  Grounds,  Sisseton,  SD. 

Info:  (605)  698-3648. 

Dune  19:  Ogiichidaw-Quay  "Keepers  of  the  Water"  Environmental  Festival, 
noon-6pm,  Algonac  State  Park,  Algonac,  MI.  Located  45  minutes  north  of 
Detroit  on  State  hwy.  29,  off  of  1-94,  along  the  St.  Claire  River,  between 
Algonac  and  Marine  City.  The  festival  is  free,  and  open  to  the  public,  but 
there  is  a $5.00  park  admission.  Info:  Dane  Vass  at  American  Indian  Flealth 
& Family  Services  (313)  846-3718. 

Dune  19-20:  White  Buffalo  Gazette  Pow  Wow,  Sedgwick  County  Park,  Wichita, 
KS.  FIS:  Sidney  Toppah.  Info:  Susan  Neel  (316)  524-1210. 

Dune  19-25:  Run  for  Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier,  to  begin  in  Cincinnati, 
OH,  and  end  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  KS.  Runners 
from  the  US  & Europe  are  invited  to  participate,  and  need  to  contact  the 
organizers  as  soon  as  possible.  Info:  Dim  Toren  (513)  943-1229  or 
runforfreedom@fuse.net;  Ammon  Russell  (513)  753-0281;  or  LPDC  Organizing 
Committee  (785)  842-5774  or  lpdc@idir.net. 

Dune  23-26:  International  Indian  Treaty  Conference,  the  Rosebud 
Educational,  Cultural  & Spritual  Center,  Mato  Paha,  SD.  The  conference 
will  allow  Indigenous  Peoples  from  many  countries  & Nations  to  share 
information,  discuss  community  & international  developments,  and  build 


joint  strategies  in  response  to  critical  issues  facing  our  Peoples  and 
Lands . 

Dune  25:  St.  Francis  Indian  Day  Celebration,  St.  Francis,  SD.  Info:  (605) 
856-2538  or  867-4115. 

Dune  25-27:  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference,  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University,  Lawrence,  KS.  Workshops  & presentations  on  future  efforts  to 
free  Leonard  Peltier.  Info:  (785)  842-5774,  http://members.xoom. 
com/freepeltier/index.html,  or  Ipdc@idir.net. 

Dune  26-27:  Great  Lakes  Area  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Hannahville  Indian 
Community,  Wilson,  MI.  HD:  Whitefish  Bay  Singers;  Invited  Drums:  Smokey 
Town  Singers,  Little  Otter.  GE:  Friday  (warm-ups)  7pm;  Saturday  1pm  & 

7pm;  Sunday  1pm.  Vendor  Info:  Alma  Wandahsega  (906)  466-9231  (days). 

Other  Info:  (906)  466-9229  (days)  or  466-2007  (evenings),  or,  (906)  466- 
2342. 

Dune  26-27:  Strengthening  Our  Families  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Lake  County 
Fairgrounds,  (Route  120  & 45)  Grayslake,  IL.  Rough  camping  available  at  $5. 
00  per  tent  (no  camp  fires);  participants  camp  free.  Info:  (773)  561-1336 
or  275-5871. 

Dune  26-27:  Sarnia  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Center,  Sarnia,  Ontario, 
Canada.  Info:  Ernestine  (519)  336-3930. 


Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
Southern  States 
ALABAMA 

Dune  17-19:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow,  MOWA  Reservation,  Red  Fox  Road,  Calvert 
(Hwy.  43,  19  miles  north  of  1-65,  25  miles  north  of  Mobile).  Info:  Lori 
Weaver  or  Dennifer  Musgrove  (334)  829-5500  or  Barbara  Dohnson  (334)  944- 
2388. 

GEORGIA 

Dune  19-20:  Sweetwater  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  Sweetwater  Creek 
State  Park,  Lithia  Springs.  Pow  Wow,  plus  entertainment  by  Diamond  Brown, 
Cherokee  Rose  & Silena,  Darry  Sargo.  Info:  G.T.  Martinez  (770)  775-3027. 

Dune  26-27:  McIntosh  Reserve  Summer  Festival,  McIntosh.  Info:  Ella  Cotton 
or  Sal  Serbin  (770)  830-5599. 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds  (1-75,  Exit 
42),  Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 
31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787- 
0642,  nativeway@mindspring.com. 

KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration . Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 
Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Dune  18-20:  Rebirth  of  the  Traditional  Spiritual  Gatherings,  North 
Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  Spotted  Turtle 
(910)  521-  4178,  Painted  Turtle  (910)  521-0020  or  Wild  Turkey  521-3002. 

Duly  2-4:  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Quallah 
Boundary  Cherokee  Reservation,  Cherokee.  Info:  (888)  291-0632  or  (800) 
357-2771,  ext.  2822. 

Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County  Intertribal  Festival,  Davis  Bridge 
(Rockfish).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 

OKLAHOMA 

Duly  2-4:  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Quapaw.  Info:  (918)  542- 
1853. 

Duly  8-11:  Sac  & Fox  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info:  (918) 


968-3526. 

Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Dance  Ceremonial,  Anadarko.  Info:  (405)  247-6651. 

TENNESSEE 

Dune  20:  Unity  Council  Meeting,  Lyles,  from  1pm  - 4pm.  Will  be  preceeded 
by  Aniyunweya  Nation  Council  Meeting  at  9am  - noon.  Info:  Sheila  Dones 
(931)  670-5465. 

Dune  25-27:  Trade  Days  Native  Festival,  Trade.  Located  on  Hwy.  421,  East 
of  mountain  City,  10  miles  from  Boone.  Info:  Charlie  Wolf  or  Tommy  Walsh 
(423)  727-5800  or  (828)  297-2200. 

Duly  10-11:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  Dim  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 
Presented  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights.  Hours: 
Saturday,  10am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am-5pm.  MC:  Nick  Mejia;  HSD:  Wagon  Burners 
(Conehatta,  MS);  HND:  Beaver  Dam  Singers  (Philadelphia,  MS);  HM:  Don 
Redbear;  HL:  Brandy  Denkins;  Special  Guest:  Vernon  Williams.  Educational 
focus  on  Southeastern/Woodland  Indians.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  Sandi  or  Diane  (615)  871-0940,  or,  Pat  or  Debbie 
(615)  885-9402. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dune  5-6:  AAIWV  Pow  Wow,  Kiwanis  Field,  Delbarton. 

Info:  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884  or  357-1723. 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Standing  Bear,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Frosty  Deere,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Noquisi, 
Robert  Dorman,  Dim  Steele,  Harvey  Arden,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Danet  Smith, 
Larry  Innes,  Barbara  Landis,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Debra  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Dun  22  12:29:12  1999 
Date:  Tue,  22  Dun  1999  05:54:47  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.026 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  NAGPRA-L,  Paths-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroup:  alt . native, soc .culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"When  the  buffalo  went  away,  the  hearts  of  my  people  fell  to  the 
ground  and  they  could  not  lift  them  up  again." 

"After  this,  nothing  happened.  There  was  little  singing  anywhere. 

Chief  Plenty  Coups,  Crow 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  ! 

| The  Bloodline  ( 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  i 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  ( 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  i 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  ! 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  - + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  wife  and  I just  enjoyed  a visit  to  Chaco  Canyon  and  Aztec  Ruins  in 
New  Mexico,  and  we  were  struck  by  an  obvious  truth. 

The  people  of  Chaco  Canyon,  often  referred  to  by  the  name  the  Dine' 
gave  them,  the  Anasazi,  were  masters  of  their  domain.  They  had  grown 
quickly  from  simple  planters  and  harvesters  to  a center  of  commerce 
and  political  power.  Trade  extended  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  even  into 
South  America,  where  they  acquired  macaw  and  parrots,  which  they 
raised  for  their  feathers,  which  were  much  valued  in  ceremony. 

The  Chacoans  had  learned  to  control  their  environment  through  irrigation 
and  other  technical  accomplishments.  They  unfortunately  stretched  the 
fragile  desert  eco-system  as  far  as  they  possibly  could,  leaving  little 
room  for  natural  stress.  When  drought  came,  the  entire  system  collapsed. 

While  the  nucleus  of  the  civilization  lasted  briefly  at  Aztec  Ruins  to 
the  north  and  in  Mesa  Verde,  even  further  to  the  north,  it  wasn't  long 
before  it  totally  decayed  and  only  questions  remain  of  the  glory  that  was. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


How  long  did  it  take  the  civilization  that  began  and  matured  at 
Chaco  Canyon  to  rise  from  primitive  existence  to  cultural  sophistication 
and  political  dominance,  encompassing  an  estimated  38,000  square  miles, 
and  then  to  vanish  into  obscurity?  300  years. 

Has  the  dominant  society  learned  one  thing  from  the  collapse  of  this 
once  powerful  center  of  the  world,  as  it  was  then  known?  I would  say 
not  even  a little.  Our  own  eco-system  is  being  stressed  to  the  limits  by 
powerful  allies  who  believe  their  technology  and  control  of  the  environment 
will  prevail,  no  matter  what. 


Dear  Dominant  Society, 

Look  around  . . . your  wake-up  call  came  somewhere  near  what  is  now 
Bloomfield,  New  Mexico  somewhere  around  1200  AD.  Can  you  take  a message? 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30267,  U.S.A. 
===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
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,kwesasne  Banishment  Laws"  


Date:  Mon,  07  Dun  1999  11:42:09  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj : Banishment  Law 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Mohawm  Council  of  Kahnawake  studying  Akwesasne  Banishment  laws 
By:  Susan  Dacobs 

The  Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake  (MCK)  is  studying  the  Akwesasne 
Banishment  laws  to  see  if  we  can  incorporate  them  into  our  own  laws. 
Here  is  a brief  description  of  how  Akwesasne' s banishment  laws  work. 

The  Akwesasne  Banishment  law  uses  a well-known  traditional  method  to 
punish  persons  who  have  inflicted  harm  to  the  community,  or  offended 
and  breached  community  standards  by  drug  trafficking  or  engaging  in 
drug  activities.  In  order  for  the  Akwesasne  Banishment  law  to  work  in 
Kahnawake,  our  laws  must  be  the  same  as  or  similar  to  theirs. 
Otherwise,  we  will  have  to  develop  and  enact  our  own  banishment  laws 
from  scratch. 


The  banishment  law  recognizes  the  importance  and  priority  of  the 
collective  rights  of  the  community  over  the  individual  right  of  the 
drug  trafficker.  Akwesasne  drug  and  banishment  laws  are  targeted  at 
the  drug  trafficker  who  is  of  legal  age,  within  or  outside  the 
territory.  Persons  under  18  are  dealt  with  in  a separate  law. 

Akwesasne  Drug  Law 

It  states  in  the  Akwesasne  Drug  Law  that  community  knowledge  of  a 
person  trafficking  in  drugs  or  illegal  activities  relating  to  drugs  is 
valid  if  that  person  is  the  subject  of  a written  complaint  by  a member 
and  supported  by  evidence  obtained  by  police.  The  police  report  is 
then  sent  to  the  prosecutor. 

The  prosecutor  then  prepares  a report,  detailing  the  basis  for 
community  knowledge  and  evidence.  If  satisfied,  he  will  then  advise 
the  Akwesasne  lustice  Dept,  who  will  in  turn  initiate  the  Individual 
Warning  Process. 

The  Individual  Warning  Process  consists  of  community  members  18  years 
and  older  who  proceed  to  the  individual's  home  or  place  of  business  to 
deliver  verbally  and  in  writing  a warning  to  immediately  cease  all 
activities  related  to  drugs.  The  individual  is  also  informed  that  if 
the  warning  is  not  heeded,  he/she  is  liable  to  banishment  proceedings. 
The  warning  is  also  given  to  the  individual's  family.  The  individual 
has  14  days  to  respond  to  the  prosecutor. 

Banishment 

proceedings : 

If  there  is  no  response  from  the  individual  or  an  indication  to  change 
his  or  her  ways,  the  lustice  Dept.,  in  consultation  with  the  police 
and  prosecutor  will  initiate  banishment  proceedings. 

After  the  Application  for  Banishment  is  filed  by  the  prosecutor,  the 
"respondent's"  name  is  published  in  a local  newspaper,  along  with 
date,  time  and  place  of  hearing  for  individuals  who  want  to  make  their 
presentations . 

The  court  will  then  hear  evidence  from  the  prosecutor  and  witnesses, 
then  from  the  respondent  and  respondent's  witnesses.  After  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  the  Mohawk  Court's  decision  will  be 
published,  and  posted  in  a public  place. 

A respondent  may  appeal  the  decision  and  may  stay  in  the  community 
until  after  the  Appeal  Tribunal  has  made  its  decision,  if  the  appeal 
is  made  immediately  after  conviction. 

If  convicted  by  the  Appeal  Tribunal,  notification  is  sent  to  all  other 
communities  in  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  Banishment  orders  are  also 
enforced  in  all  other  tribunals  in  Akwesasne. 

A visitor's  permit  is  allowed  for  compassionate  reasons,  not  to  exceed 
72  hours  during  which  the  individual  is  supervised  by  a member  of  the 
community.  Convicted  persons  may  also  make  an  Application  to  Rescind 
an  order  after  they  have  rehabilitated  themselves  and  are  no  longer  a 
threat  to  the  community.  It  is  also  a violation  to  harbour  the  subject 
of  an  order  from  any  tribunal. 

Chief  Vaughn  Phillips  of  the  Akwesasne  Band  Council  says  the 
banishment  laws  were  initiated  by  the  community.  Since  then,  all  of 
Akwesasne 's  councils  have  met  and  consulted  with  the  community.  After 
consulting  with  the  Elders,  youth  groups  and  individuals  by 
themselves,  the  Tri-council  and  three  times  with  the  Nation,  they  have 
revised  the  drug  law  16  times,  the  banishment  law  10  times  and  three 
drafts.  It  took  a year  and  a half  to  get  to  where  it  is  now. 


Chief  Phillips  points  out  that  this  draft  is  more  lenient  than 


Traditional  ways  as  it  allows  for  a visitor's  pass.  But  he  says  it  is 
for  extreme  emergency  and  the  circumstance  of  each  individual  is  taken 
into  consideration.  Chief  Phillips  said  this  draft  is  proposed  law  and 
will  be  voted  on  for  law  on  May  29.  If  this  draft  becomes  law  the 
council  will  enact  it  immediately.  If  it  is  not  voted  on  they  will 
have  to  start  over. 

Myrtle  Bush  of  the  MCK  said  the  MCK  has  a draft  to  start  with  but  will 
also  be  presenting  the  three  separate  steps  in  the  Akwesasne 
Banishment  Laws  to  the  community.  They  will  also  consult  with 
Kahnawake  groups,  committees  and  the  different  Longhouse 
representatives.  All  recommendations  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 

How  banishment  laws  affect  Kahnawake  as  a community  will  depend  on  how 
severe  the  community  wants  the  penalty  and  how  the  community  in 
general  respects  the  banishment  laws. 

"RE : Posting  Clarification  & Alice  Begay  Cow  Update"  - — 

Date:  Thu,  17  Dun  1999  11:31:31  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Posting  Clarification  & Alice  Begay  cow  update 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

First,  a little  clarification  concerning  the  format  of  my  BIGMTLIST 
postings . 

When  I post  anything  from  a source  other  than  myself,  I always  include 
the  pertinent  part  of  the  message  header  of  the  original  message--that  is, 
the  sender  and  date  and  subject.  My  own,  personal  comments  I usually 
place  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  post,  before  the  message  that  I am 
relaying. 

A few  people  have  been  confused  about  this  and  thought  that  the  comments 
at  the  beginning  belonged  to  the  person  whose  message  I had  posted  below 
my  comments.  I hope  this  clears  up  that  confusion.  So  the  comments  you 
have  just  read  are  by  me,  Robert  Dorman,  and  not  by  the  person  whose  post 
follows . 

Secondly,  a few  of  you  have  taken  exception  to--and  misunderstood  the 
intention  of--my  recent  post  concerning  BIA  activities  at  Big  Mountain. 
When  I read,  over  and  over,  the  conditions  under  which  the  Dineh  elders 
on  HPL  are  suffering,  it  makes  my  blood  boil.  These  defenseless  old  women 
are  being  harassed  to  an  extent  that  no  person  should  have  to  endure. 

They  just  want  to  live  in  peace,  as  they  have  for  generations,  on  their 
sacred  land.  When  you  see  a bully  tormenting  a small  child,  your 
inclination  may  be  to  say,  "why  don't  you  pick  on  someone  your  own  size!" 

That  was  the  spirit  in  which  I made  my  comment  to  the  BIA  members  of 
this  list  when  I asked  them  why  not  come  after  me,  instead,  and  that  I do 
not  believe  in  non-violence  when  it  is  NECESSARY  for  self-defense. 
Unfortunately,  some  of  you  totally  misunderstood  my  intent,  and  thought 
that  I was  making  some  kind  of  threat  to  the  BIA,  and  that  this  would 
result  in  some  repercussions  against  the  Dineh.  I recognize  that  not  all 
BIA  agents  are  "bad;"  that  they  are  most  likely  following  orders  given  to 
them  by  higher-ups  and  just  want  to  keep  their  jobs.  However,  I cannot 
condone  their  actions  with  my  silence,  and  they  must  recognize  my  right 
to  speak  out  against  what  I see  as  injustices  and  violations  of  human 
rights . 

The  situation  at  Big  Mountain  in  tenuous.  There  are  reports  coming  to 
me  of  new  forms  of  harassment  that  I will  not  post  until  I can  get  some 
confirmation.  Needless  to  say,  provocations  and  implications  of  any  kind 
of  violence  are  not  conducive  to  the  beneficial  resolution  of  the 
conflicts  there,  and  I am  sorry  that  some  of  you  interpreted  my  comments 
in  that  light;  it  was  certainly  not  my  intent.  I felt  that  shameful 
conduct  of  the  BIA  should  be  exposed. 

--Bob  Dorman 


Now  for  the  post  about  Alice  Begay's  cow: 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  1999  23:53:41  EDT 

Subj : Update:  Alice  Begay  will  try  to  buy  back  her  cow  at  auction 
Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

On  Wednesday,  Dune  16,  Alice  Begay  will  travel  to  Valley  Livestock 
auction  in  Holbrook  Arizona  with  family  members  and  Marsha  Monestersky, 
their  Consultant,  to  bid  for  her  cow  at  public  auction.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  her  cow  will  go  to  the  BIA,  not  Alice,  but  the  cost  is  expected 
to  be  substantially  less  than  the  BIA  charges  for  animals  to  be  released 
from  the  impoundment  yard.  Alice  is  hopeful  that  she  will  be  able  to 
return  home  with  her  cow.  But  once  home,  she  will  have  to  corral  her  cow 
to  make  sure  the  BIA  does  not  confiscate  it  again.  The  reason  is  because 
the  BIA  refuses  to  grant  her  an  interim  grazing  permit. 

On  Tuesday,  Dune,  8,  when  Alice  went  to  the  BIA  to  plead  for  the  return 
of  her  cow,  Robert  Carolin,  Superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Hopi  Area  Agency,  he  told  her  "If  you  want  your  cow  you  can  pay  for  its 
release  from  the  impoundment  yard  or  buy  it  back  from  the  public  auction." 
As  of  Tuesday,  Dune  8,  the  BIA  still  refused  to  issue  her  an  interim 
permit . 

All  of  Alice's  animals  remain  subject  to  massive  impoundment. 

However,  under  the  terms  of  an  existing  court  injunction  and  according 
to  Hopi  Tribal  Grazing  Ordinance  #43,  the  BIA  is  the  sole  agency  with 
jurisdiction  over  range  management.  They  have  the  power  to  issue  interim 
grazing  permits  for  all  non  signers  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  (AA) 
known  as  "those  awaiting  relocation"  but  refuse  to  do  so. 

Alice,  a great  grandmother  says,  "I  was  born  here  and  have  lived  here 
all  my  life.  My  family,  all  of  them  were  born  here  and  my  grandmother  and 
mom  before  me,  since  before  the  Long  Walk  to  Fort  Sumner.  We  have  5 girls 
3 boys,  and  more  than  50  grandchildren.  I am  illiterate  and  do  not  speak, 
read  or  write  English.  How  can  the  BIA  tell  me  I am  not  eligible  for  a 
permit  to  graze  my  animals  and  then  continue  to  steal  my  animals  from  me? 
Doesn't  that  just  make  them  cattle  rustlers,  stealing  my  animals  then 
keeping  the  money  they  make  when  they  are  sold  at  public  auction?  Both  me 
and  my  husband  are  sick  from  the  stress.  I can't  eat  and  I can't  sleep 
thinking  about  my  cow  in  the  impoundment  yard.  I don't  want  my  cow  sold 
at  public  auction.  I want  the  BIA  to  give  it  back  to  me." 

The  US  government  program  is  being  executed  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  and  plans  to  remove  all  animals  for  which  valid  permits  are 
not  obtained  as  in  the  case  of  Alice  Begay.  People  who  either  have 
refused  or  were  ineligible  to  sign  leases  under  terms  of  the  1996  law 
with  the  government  are  not  allowed  permits  for  their  livestock.  People 
who  signed  leases  are  eligible  for  permits  and  are  not  threatened  with 
eviction,  but  even  they  have  found  that  many  of  their  livestock  will  be 
taken,  as  the  number  of  permits  issued  is  less  than  needed  to  cover  their 
livestock. 

Under  the  lease  (Accommodation  Agreement),  the  Dineh  were  granted  2,800 
SUYL  (sheep-units-year-long) , which  is  substantially  less  than  the  5,000 
SUYL  estimated  as  being  needed  for  current  herd  sizes.  The  Dineh  object 
to  this  quota  system  because  the  number  requires  the  reduction  of  current 
herds  and  because  the  distribution  of  available  permits  among  the  Dineh 
unfairly  rewards  a small  number  of  families  who  have  cooperated  with  the 
authorities.  The  range  management  system  also  prohibits  traditional 
methods  of  range  conservation  such  as  the  use  of  summer/winter  camps 
which  would  enhance  carrying  capacity.  The  BIA  currently  has  jurisdiction 
over  range  management  on  HPL,  but  this  authority  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Hopi  Tribe  on  February  1,  2000.  The  range  management  issue  also 
reflects  the  discrimination  affecting  Dineh  who  would  remain  on  HPL  under 
terms  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

The  2,800  SUYL  allocated  is  less  than  a fair  quota.  The  1996  range 
inventory  used  by  the  BIA  establishes  a carrying  capacity  of  12,547  SUYL 
on  HPL.  In  compensation  for  their  allowing  Dineh  to  remain  on  HPL  for  75 
years,  the  US  government  is  giving  the  Hopi  Tribe  500,000  additional 
acres  of  additional  land.  The  Hopi  will  also  receive  grazing  fees  from 


the  Navajo  Tribe  for  the  use  by  Dineh  on  HPL.  Under  these  circumstances, 
restricting  the  Dineh  to  20%  of  available  permits  is  not  an  appropriate 
share,  especially  when  this  limit  will  require  a substantial  reduction 
in  the  livestock  of  traditional  subsistence  herders. 

Range  management  jurisdiction  will  be  transferred  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  on 
February  1,  2000,  and  their  proposed  range  regulations  discriminate 
against  the  Dineh.  Dineh  must  apply  for  annual  permits,  while  the  Hopi 
receive  5-year  permits.  If  an  SUYL  allocation  is  not  used  one  year  by 
the  Dineh,  such  as  because  of  the  death  of  an  animal,  the  Dineh  loses 
the  right  to  the  allocation.  When  new  allocations  are  required,  such  as 
for  the  birth  of  new  animals,  the  Dineh  only  receive  permits  if  no  Hopi 
ranchers  request  permits.  The  natural  fluctuation  in  herd  sizes  can  be 
expected  to  erode  the  2,800  SUYL  available  to  the  Dineh  families  over 
the  75  year  period  of  the  leases. 

Glenna  Begay  who  got  back  3 cows  and  3 calves  that  were  impounded  on 
Monday,  May  18  says,  "The  BIA  is  just  backing  us  into  a corner  and  even 
though  I got  my  cows,  I am  forced  to  have  my  sheep  exiled  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence  (on  Navajo  Partitioned  Lands-NPL).  How  can  I live  like 
this?  When  we  were  at  the  impoundment  yard  just  finishing  loading  up  my 
cows  into  the  trailer  to  bring  them  home  the  BIA  Rangers  and  Hopi  police 
just  brought  in  2 bulls  and  1 Heifer  impounded  on  HPL.  They  were  just 
standing  there  laughing,  happy  that  they  could  impound  our  cattle.  How 
could  the  US  government  be  allowed  to  make  us  starve?" 

Glenna  Begay  continues,  "I  know  that  the  BIA  has  already  been  found 
guilty  of  having  3 billion  in  tribes  trust  funds  with  no  record  of  either 
deposits  or  withdrawals.  Haven't  they  stolen  enough  of  Indigenous 
peoples  money?  The  excuse  that  the  BIA  has  for  stealing  our  animals  is 
the  condition  of  the  rangeland.  If  this  rangeland  is  endangered  why  don't 
they  just  provide  hay  and  feed  to  supplement  the  range.  This  would  be 
the  humane  solution  to  handling  grazing  management  concerns  but  all  they 
want  to  do  is  make  us  suffer  and  starve  so  we  will  give  up  and  just  leave 
our  land.  We  are  just  like  the  people  in  Kosovo,  refugees  on  our  land 
with  no  choice  but  to  leave.  We  are  being  told  that  we  must  leave  our 
land  empty  handed  and  leave  all  our  animals  behind.  I fear  for  the  end 
of  my  ways  of  life  and  my  ability  to  survive 

Carlos  Begay  says,  "For  too  long,  the  BIA  has  been  abusing  elders  and 
violating  our  civil  and  constitutional  rights.  It  is  time  now  for  us  too 
get  out  from  under  the  BIA  and  go  under  the  state  department.  This  is  who 
we  signed  a treaty  with." 

Many  of  the  others  on  HPL  share  his  concern.  Many  believe  that  the  use 
of  livestock  confiscation  is  not  being  conducted  as  a mechanism  for  range 
management,  rather,  it  is  intended  to  impose  hardship  upon  subsistence 
herders  whose  options  are  different  from  those  of  commercial  ranchers, 
and  typically  results  in  the  loss  of  livestock  without  compensation.  The 
Dineh  lacking  sufficient  permits  live  in  constant  fear,  not  knowing  each 
day  if  they  will  be  targeted  by  the  impoundment  squadrons  which  will 
confiscate  their  primary  means  of  survival. 

We  need  your  help  to  stop  the  BIA  from  committing  elder  abuse.  Please 
keep  the  pressure  up. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Posted  by:  Marsha  Monestersky 
Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
E-mail:  dinetah29@aol.com 

Web  sites:  http://www.solcommunications.com 
and  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 


http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


"RE : Possible  Exclusion  Order"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dun  1999  14:26:43  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Possible  Exclusion  Order 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  was  reported  from  participants  of  the  Witness  Camp  at  Pauline 
Whitesinger ' s place.  The  call  to  inform  was  made  to  Black  Mesa  Indigenous 
Support(B .M. I .S . ) to  spread  the  word.  This  following  message  originated 
from  B.M.I.S.  office.  (Cetandi  Bolger  <lunacl3@hotmail . com> 
and  Dixie  <Lunac9@aol . com>) . 


From:  Lunac9@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  16  Dun  1999  23:03:13  EDT 

Subj:  Proposed  exclusion  order  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
URGENT  ALERT!!!  NEWS  DUST  OFF  HOPI  PARTITIONED  LAND!!!!  (H.P.L.) 

Two  days  ago  the  Hopi  rangers  visited  Arlene  Hamilton's  Witness  Camp  and 
said  that  a permit  was  being  granted  for  people  to  come  and  stay. 

Everything  looked  O.K.,  but  yesterday  a Proposed  Exclusion  Order  was 
served  to  Arlene  which  would  have  given  her  15  days  to  explain  in  writing 
the  reasons  why  she  should  not  be  excluded.  However,  today  Wednesday, 

Dune  16th  at  5:45  PM,  Hopi  Rangers  came  to  the  Witness  Camp  and  told 
Arlene  Hamilton  that  if  she  didn't  leave  tomorrow,  she'd  be  escorted  off 
Hopi  Partitioned  Land.  This  could  be  the  beginning  of  enacting  a 
Proposed  Exclusion  Order  to  remove  all  non-Nava jos.  Please  note  that  a 
"Proposed"  Exclusion  Order  may  not  be  a proposal.  It  means  that  whoever 
it  is  served  must  leave  on  the  date  specified.  Please  do  not  react  to 
this  lightly. 

THE  ELDERS  NEED  OUR  HELP! 

We  WOULD  urge  you  to  call  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  however  he 
is  out  of  town  for  the  week  (how  coincidental),  so  please  call  his  Chief 
of  staff  Eugene  Kaye  and  talk  to  Eugene  directly@  520-734-2441  xl07,  and 
tell  him  that  this  camp  is  only  educational,  does  not  pose  a threat  to 
anyone  and  to  please  not  remove  Arlene  Hamilton  from  Hopi  Partitioned 
Land.  Also  give  Mr.  Taylor  a call  next  week  when  he  drops  back  into  the 
office@  the  same  # X 107.  We  must  take  action  now  so  that  this  doesn't 
set  a precedent  so  inform  all  you  know  and  have  them  call  too  and 
forward  this  message. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. a u/cgi- bin/m sw/entry? id =1271 

"RE;  Apache  Fires"  

From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  14  Dun  1999  11:55:46  EDT 

Subj : Apache  fires 

WHITERIVER,  Ariz.  (AP)  A wildfire  that  charred  more  than  4,000  tribal 
acres  has  been  contained.  "It's  time  to  start  the  healing  process,"  said 
White  Mountain  Apache  Tribal  Chairman  Dallas  Massey. 

About  800  air  and  ground  crews  finally  contained  the  wildfire  Sunday 
that  destroyed  17  homes  and  forced  300  people  to  evacuate  their  homes  on 


the  Font  Apache  Indian  Reservation. 

U.S.  Forest  Service  spokesman  Doe  Spehar  said  the  evacuees  were  being 
allowed  to  return  home  and  State  Route  73  was  reopened  to  traffic. 

Gov.  lane  Hull  toured  the  fire  site  by  helicopter  Sunday,  then  met  with 
Massey  to  offer  support. 

The  wind-driven  fire,  north  of  Whiteriver  and  about  130  miles  northeast 
of  Phoenix,  is  believed  to  be  man-made  and  an  investigation  is  pending, 
Spehar  said. 

The  fire  had  burned  nearly  seven  square  miles  of  ponderosa  pine  trees 
and  heavy  brush,  consuming  4,163  acres  before  it  stabilized.  At  one  point, 
the  flames  stretched  more  than  400  feet  into  the  air,  Spehar  said. 

Although  nobody  was  injured,  the  fire  destroyed  at  least  17  homes  and  13 
additional  outdoor  structures,  he  said. 

3im  Anderson,  fire  information  director  for  the  Apache-Sitgreaves 
National  Forest,  said  the  blaze  should  be  fully  controlled  "by  Wednesday 
or  Thursday. " 

The  cost  of  putting  the  fire  out  has  reached  $750,000  already,  according 
to  Anderson,  who  estimated  the  final  loss  at  around  $3  million  including 
land  rehabilitation  costs. 

"This  is  not  going  to  be  a suitable  habitat  for  species  of  wildlife  that 
use  mature  and  older  forests,"  Anderson  said. 

Meanwhile,  a 680-acre  wildfire  in  Grand  Canyon  National  Park  continued 
to  burn  along  the  western  and  northern  flanks,  according  to  the  National 
Park  Service. 

The  fire  was  started  Dune  3 by  lightning  and  is  being  allowed  to  burn 
itself  out. 


"RE : AIGC  Under  Attack"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Dun  1999  23:52:52  -0700 
From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)" 

<chris@FLAMESTRIKE . HACKS . ARIZONA. EDU> 

Subj : AIGC  Under  Attack.  HELP!!!  ( FWD) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Tue,  8 Dun  1999  17:11:54  -0700 
From:  Glenn  Dohnson  <gjohnson@U .ARIZONA. EDU> 

Indian  Alumni,  Students  and  Community: 

On  Friday,  Dune  4,  1999,  I submitted  a letter  to  the  UofA  Provost's  office 
requesting  on  my  behalf  an  investigation  of  the  UofA  Graduate  College's 
alleged  acts  of  retaliation  against  me  and  the  American  Indian  Graduate 
Center,  and  requesting  Whistle  Blower  protection  to  prevent  any  planned  or 
future  acts  of  retaliation. 

The  current  situation  was  triggered  in  November  1998  when  I wrote  to 
President  Likins  and  informed  him  of  the  issue  and  circumstances  regarding 
alleged  mismanagement  of  donor  funds  for  American  Indian  students. 

President  Likins'  intervention  revealed  a nearly  two-year  period  of 
alleged  misappropriation  of  Indian  scholarship  and  emergency  funds  of  a 
highly  irregular  but  non-criminal  nature  with  alleged  numerous  instances 
of  violations  of  UofA  accounting  policies  and  procedures. 

These  problems  were  initially  created  in  1996  by  the  Graduate  College's 
Business  Office's  erroneously  depositing  of  a $5,000.00  donation  to  the 
American  Indian  Graduate  Center  for  our  Mitchell  Indian  Student  Emergency 
Fund  into  an  account  at  the  College  of  Education.  The  whereabouts  of  that 
$5,000.00  was  not  known  to  the  Graduate  College  for  almost  two  years  and 
only  known  after  being  found  by  a Sponsored  Projects  accountants'  review 
of  the  Indian  accounts  ordered  by  President  Likins  following  my  request  in 
the  November  1998  letter.  There  was  also  a Graduate  College  $4,700.00 
incorrect  withdrawal  from  one  of  our  two  Indian  student  donor  accounts  that 
went  undetected  by  the  Graduate  College  for  almost  a year,  further 
compounding  the  deficit  problem  in  our  Indian  student  accounts.  Although  I 
am  solely  responsible  for  fundraising  for  these  accounts,  I was  not 
informed  of  any  problems  until  August  1998. 

In  order  to  cover  the  deficits  created  by  the  depositing  and  withdrawal 
errors  of  the  emergency  fund  and  the  scholarship  account,  completely 


unknown  to  me,  the  Graduate  College  had  been  taking  funds  from  the  account 
of  our  American  Indian  Scholarship  Fund  and  vice  versa  (whichever  had  more 
money)  to  cover  numerous  and  chronic  deficit  problems  over  that  two  year 
period . 

In  August  of  1998,  I submitted  a Mitchell  Emergency  Fund  award  request 
to  the  Graduate  College  requesting  an  emergency  award  of  $900.00  for  an 
Indian  student--it  was  denied  by  the  Graduate  College  on  the  basis  that 
the  emergency  fund  was  almost  $800.00  in  deficit;  my  records  indicated 
there  should  have  been  more  than  $6,000.00  in  the  account.  As  a result,  I 
was  prevented  from  being  able  to  make  an  emergency  award  to  this  student 
who  was  l)two  months  arrears  in  rent  and  2)had  UofA  debts  that  encumbered 
the  students'  UofA  accounts,  preventing  registration  and  thus  preventing 
the  awarding  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  scholarships  and  loans.  UofA 
policies  do  not  allow  a student  to  pay  a previous  academic  year's  debt 
with  the  new  academic  year's  awards- -classic  catch  22.  Again,  the 
Graduate  College  denied  my  request,  claiming  the  account  was  in  deficit. 

I informed  the  Graduate  College  that  there  must  be  an  accounting  error 
and  that  the  emergency  account  should  have  a balance  of  at  least  $6,000.00. 
After  receiving  and  reviewing  the  account  shadow  reports  of  the  Graduate 
College  I determined  that  at  least  $10,000.00  was  not  accounted  for 
between  our  two  Indian  donor  accounts. 

The  Graduate  College's  stated  plan  to  remedy  the  accounting  errors  was  to 
take  funds  donated  to  our  American  Indian  Scholarship  Fund/R.  Carlos  Nakai 
Benefit  Concert  to  cover  the  deficit  they,  the  Graduate  College,  created 
in  the  Mitchell  Emergency  Fund.  At  that  time  the  donors  to  the  AISF/Nakai 
Benefit  Concert  were:  l)The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation;  2)The  Yavapai-Apache 
Tribe  (Camp  Verde)  and  3)Raytheon  corporation--all  of  whom  were  asked  to 
donate  to  benefit  the  American  Indian  Scholarship  Fund--never  asked  to 
cover  an  alleged  mismanagement-caused  deficit  in  a separate  account 
(Mitchell  Emergency  Fund) . 

I felt  strongly  that  that  proposed  inappropriate  deficit  remedy  by  the 
Graduate  College  was  potentially  a fraudulent  use  of  donor  restricted 
funds  for  purposes  other  than  what  the  donor  had  been  informed  and 
intended.  I believed  I had  an  ethical  and  moral  responsibility  to  advocate 
for  the  appropriate  handling  of  our  donors'  gifted  funds.  Plus,  the 
withdrawal  of  the  $6,000.00  would  have  severely  reduced  the  profits  from  the 
AISF  Nakai  Benefit  concert  expressly  intended  to  be  deposited  to  the 
principal  account  for  the  AISF  endowment. 

>From  August  1998  to  the  end  of  October  1998,  I argued  and  pleaded  with  the 
Graduate  College  against  that  inappropriate  deficit  remedy.  When  it  was 
made  clear  to  me  by  the  Associate  Dean  of  the  Graduate  College  that  they 
were  determined  to  take  funds  from  the  AISF  funds  to  cover  the  deficit,  I 
wrote  the  November  1998  letter  to  President  Likins  protesting  that 
inappropriate  deficit  remedy  and  instances  of  alleged  retaliation  and 
decreasing  support  for  the  AIGC  by  the  Graduate  College.  Copies 
of  that  letter  went  to  the  AIGC  Advisory  Board  and  Ned  Norris,  Manager  of 
the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation's  Desert  Diamond  Casino  (a  $5,000.00  Desert 
Diamond  donation  was  in  one  of  the  funds  in  question).  President 
Likins  intervention  prevented  the  taking  of  funds  from  the  AISF  fund  to 
cover  the  deficit  in  the  Mitchell  Emergency  Fund  but  has  not  in  any  way 
stopped  the  alleged  acts  of  retaliation  against  me  by  the  Graduate 
College. 

Due  to  the  Graduate  College's  alleged  mismanagement  of  AIGC  donor  funds 
I requested  of  President  Likins  that  the  AIGC  be  transferred 
administratively  to  American  Indian  Studies  Programs- -believing  that 
another  Indian  program  would  be  sympathetic  and  committed  to  supporting 
the  AIGC  in  providing  quality  service  to  UofA  Indian  graduate  and 
professional  students. 

Apparently,  the  Graduate  College  is  planning  on  withholding  from  American 
Indian  Studies  Programs  (AISP)  a significant  percentage  of  the  funds  that 
had  supported  the  AIGC.  From  what  information  I have  been  able  to  dredge 
up,  apparently,  the  AISP  will  dismantle  the  AIGC  program  and  add  to  its 
budget  what  funding  is  left  from  the  Graduate  College  for  the  AIGC. 

Under  the  apparent  AISP  plan  the  AIGC  Secretary  position  would  be 


eliminated  (AIGC  only  has  two  staff--me  and  the  Secretary),  I would  no 
longer  be  Director  of  the  AIGC  and  I would  be  stripped  of  my  duties  of 
advising  Indian  graduate  and  professional  students.  The  advising  duties 
would  be  assigned  to  a non-Indian  AISP  staff  member.  Apparently,  I would 
be  demoted  to  a Development  (fundraising  position)/Social  Events 
Coordinator. 

And  further,  apparently,  the  four  staff  of  AISP  Community  Outreach  would 
be  assigned  to  a new  facility  promised  to  the  AIGC.  With  both  the  AIGC 
and  Community  Outreach  crammed  into  one  residence  it  would  represent  an 
approximately  80%  reduction  in  AIGC  space  to  serve  students. 

The  AIGC,  after  a great  struggle,  had  been  allocated  an  adequate  residence 
to  move  to  since  our  current  building  is  to  be  sold  by  the  UofA.  The 
Graduate  College  had  originally  planned  to  move  us  into  the  second  floor  of 
the  Babcock  Building--no  handicap  access  (next  to  McDonald's  on  Speedway  by 
Campbell- -looks  like  a slum  tenement  building).  Only  now  to  have  AISP 
Community  Outreach  take  over  the  facility  promised  to  the  AIGC  by 
President  Likins. 

There  is  no  justification  for  this  attack  on  the  AIGC.  There  has  been  no 
reduction  in  funds  to  the  Graduate  College  for  minority  and  Indian  programs. 
The  AIGC  has  and  continues  to  be  successful.  We  have  achieved  a record 
enrollment  of  139  Indian  graduate  and  professional  students.  Since  I've 
been  Director,  I have  raised  $230,000.00  for  the  AISF  endowment.  And 
brought  in  over  $500,000.00  (negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  another 
$333,333.00  donation  from  Ft.  McDowell  also  initiated  by  me)  in  donations 
to  UofA  Indian  students  and  campus  Indian  programs.  My  most  recent 
performance  evaluation  in  early  August  1998,  before  the  Indian  accounts 
became  an  issue,  was  a glowing  Far  Exceeds  Expectations- -the  highest 
possible  at  the  UofA.  The  recent  and  current  attacks  on  the  AIGC  make 
sense  only  as  acts  of  retaliation  for  my  exposing  the  alleged  Graduate 
College  mismanagement  of  Indian  scholarship  accounts. 

The  apparent  restructuring  and  downsizing--as  if  we  had  much  to  start 
with--of  the  AIGC  is  being  carried  out  secretively  by  the  Graduate  College 
administration.  I am  not  being  included  in  the  process,  the  AIGC  Advisory 
Board  (composed  of  Indian  graduate  students  and  community  members)  is  not 
being  included  in  the  process.  Recently,  the  Deans  of  the  Graduate  College 
took  control  of  the  AIGC  Advisory  Board  away  from  me,  requiring  that  the 
Dean's  call  the  Advisory  Board  meetings  and  set  the  Advisory  Board 
agendas.  This  followed  a letter  from  me  requesting  the  Deans  to  attend  an 
Advisory  Board  meeting  to  discuss  with  the  Advisory  Board  the  status  of 
the  AIGC  and  its  Indian  student  donor  accounts.  And,  surprise,  surprise, 
the  Deans  have  not  called  a meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board  to  discuss  their 
planned  restructuring  of  the  AIGC — So  much  for  Indian  self-determination 
at  the  UofA.  I have  had  to  rely  on  my  sources  to  piece  together  what  is 
being  done  to  the  program  (AIGC)  I have  directed  successfully  for  seven 
years . 

Over  the  last  few  days  the  AIGC  secretary  has  been  assigned  duties  by  one 
of  the  Graduate  College  Deans.  Apparently,  she,  the  AIGC  Secretary,  has 
already  been  transferred  to  the  Graduate  College  without  my  having  been 
informed  either  verbally  or  in  writing  of  what  the  status  of  the  one  and 
only  AIGC  Secretary  position.  This  disrespectful  treatment  of  an  Indian 
student  program  is  unprofessional  at  best  and  at  worst  an  affront  to  all 
Indian  people. 

I cannot  fight  this  battle  alone. 

If  the  Indian  community  is  committed  to  fair  and  respectful  treatment  of 
Indian  people  and  programs  at  the  University  of  Arizona,  then  now  is  the 
time  to  act. 

If  the  Indian  community  values  the  American  Indian  Graduate  Center  and  the 
services  it  provides  to  Indian  students,  then  the  Center  desperately  needs 
your  help  and  protection. 

If  the  Indian  community  wants  to  hold  the  UofA  accountable  for  the 
management  of  donated  Indian  student  funds,  then  I now  need  your  support 
in  stopping  their  alleged  retaliation  against  me  for  acting  to  protect 
Indian  student  funds. 

It  is  shameful  that  the  UofA  administration  is  using  the  500  year  old 
tactic  of  pitting  one  Indian  group  against  another  for  scraps  off  of 


their  budget  banquet  table  to  the  detriment  of  Indian  graduate  students. 
Hopefully,  by  now,  as  Indians,  we  have  learned  to  stand  together  rather 
than  allow  ourselves  to  continue  to  be  divided  and  conquered. 

Glenn  Johnson  (Cherokee) 

Director 

American  Indian  Graduate  Center 

President  Likins  E-mail  address  is:  plikins@arizona.edu 

His  mailing  address  is:  The  University  of  Arizona,  Peter  Likins, 

President,  Administration  Building,  Room  701,  Tucson,  Arizona,  87521 

"RE : The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation"  

Date:  14  Hun  1999  23:19:42  GMT 

From:  annainc@aol.com  (A.N.N.A.  Foundation) 

Subj : A.N.N.A.  Foundation  (ANNA  MAE) 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

With  respects  from: 

The  Board  of  Director's 
Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
Denise  Maloney  [Pictou] 

Deborah  Maloney  [Pictou] 

Shannon  M.  Collins 

Established  in  the  memory  of  the  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 
Introducing: 

THE  A.N.N.A.  FOUNDATION,  INC. 

(Assembly  for  Northern  Native  Americans) 

Greetings  to  all.  We  would  appreciate  your  support  to  forward  this 
information  to  your  email  lists.  You  will  observe  on  the  A.N.N.A. 
Foundation  website  detailed  program  and  event  information,  exclusive  KBOO- 
Radio  interview  scheduled  for  Dune  24,  1999,  Mi ' kmaq  Museum  symbol,  photos 
and  images,  personal  messages  from  the  Board  of  Directors  available  for 
publishing  and  distribution  and  a special  honour  page  available  for  all 
American  Indian  Artist's.  We  are  especially  motivated  to  implement  a 
program  to  archive  native  languages.  On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  A.N.N.A.  Foundation  it  is  with  great  pride  that  we  present  our 
goals  for  the  new  millennium. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  all  of  you  at  the  unveiling  of  the  momentous 
tribute  monument  in  Nova  Scotia  next  year-2000.  This  sculpted  work  of  art 
by  a renowned  artist  will  pay  homage  to  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash,  and  in 
remembrance  of  her  generation  and  of  those  times.  This  will  be  the  first 
public  speaking  engagement  by  Anna's  daughter's,  Denise  and  Deborah,  since 
the  loss  of  their  Mother.  (See  Memorial  and  Tribute  page) 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  invites  you  to  observe  his  profile  and 
resume'  portraying  his  Service  in  the  Military,  work,  education,  heritage, 
photos,  his  position  with  the  A.N.N.A.  Foundation,  and  other  information 
as  to  what  he  is  able  to  provide  for  public  observation. 

All  website  information  is  available  for  publishing  and  distribution.  We 
appreciate  your  support. 

This  is  for  Anna,  and  this  is  for  you! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae 

Uphold  the  integrity  of  the  American  Indian  people, 
http : //members . aol . com/ ANNAinc/ Found at ion . html 
A.N.N.A.  FOUNDATION,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  681,  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335-0681 

Office  and  fax:  520-567-6523  or  telephone:  520-567-7229 

International  Branch  Offices 

Ontario  and  Nova  Scotia,  Canada 

THANK  YOU 

http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/Foundation . html 
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NATUTAMUK  TSHINUAU  TSHEUTSHIMAU  TOBIN  MAK  TSHIN  MISTA  UTSHIMAU  STEWART 
PEIKUNU  TSHEKUAIA  ESPITENITAKUASHI  UTE  NANIMUATAKAN  INNU  ASSIN 
Innuts  senitamuts  enu  nanimuatakanits  assinu  ama  shuka  minupinu. 

Innuts  uapimepan  Nish  Tshe  Utshimau  Nissi  Pishumua  muk  ama  shuka 
tshekuan  mista  animuatakanu . Unua  piekunu  tshekuaia  Innuts 
uaianimuatats,  enu  espitenitakunitshi . 

1 Tshe  Utshimau  ama  shuka  uianimuatum  assinu.  Innuts  mishimenitamuts 
tshekuaia  kakastinataue  unua  tshekuaia  uaianimuatats . Innuts 
uiuapatamuts  Akamiuapishk  tshetshi  uipits  tutakanits  tshetshi 
katuiunanits,  tshetshi  kanutshiakanits  assinu.  Nete  Akamiuapishk, 
kukustishanu  tshetshi  nutshiakan  assinu,  tshetshi  muk  Innuts 
apitshitats  tshetshi  tuiuts  mak  tshetshi  kusets.  Innuts  tuenitamuts 
tshetshi  tipenitats  nipinu  nete  Innu  assin.  Muk  Tshe  Utshimau  ama 
tapuetum. 

2 Tapuetakantshe  tshekuaia,  tshika  tanakanuts  auentshi  tshetshi  mamu 
atuskatats  mitshet  tshekuaia  (nameshats,  aueshishats,  nipin,  mak 
kataka  tshekuaia)  nete  Innu  assin.  Tshika  tinakanuts  Innuts,  mak  Tshe 
Utshimau  ukakuseshima . Innuts  isishueuts  tshetshi  utshe  auentshi 
uetinakanits  tshetshi  uinuau  isishueu  tshekuaia  enu 
kanishiminupinitauts  assinu  etuskatakanits . Mishiue  Tshe  Utshimauts 
isishueu  tshetshi  muk  isishuentshi  tshekuaia  katutakanua  eku  muk  Mista 
Utshimau  masten  kanisishueu  enu  tshekuanu  katutakanu. 

3 Mishiue  Tshe  Utshimauts  uitutamuts  tshetshi  muk  utinats  Innu  assinu 
enu  katakanu  tshekuanu  etuskatats  tshetshi  minupinits. 

4 Innuts  uinuau  uiutshimauts  tshetshi  minuets  mishinanikea  enu 
tshetshi  natusenitakanits  uipits  Innua  eshinimetantshi  nete  Innu 
assish.  Nfld  Tshe  Utshimau  eiapits  uiuitamakushiuts  muk  uinuau 
uiutshimauts  tshetshi  minuets  mishinanikea  enu  tshetshi 
natusenitakanits  uipits  Innua  eshinimetantshi  nete  Innu  assish.  Innuts 
uitapenitamuts  enua  tshekuaia  uipits  Innua  etapitshitashuntshi 
meskakanitshi  nete  Innu  assish.  Eku  mishiue  Tshe  Utshimauts  isishueu 
tshetshi  muk  Innua  tipenitamantshi  unua  tshekuaia  nete  meskakanitshi 
Innu  assish.  Innuts  uiminukushiuts  tshetshi  uinuau  ishinikatats  assina 
uanishinikatats  muk  Tshe  Utshimauts  ama  tapuetamuts. 

5 Newfoundland  Tshe  Utshimau  uiminukushiu  tshetshi  tipenita  mak 
tshetshi  nakutuenita  nipinu  mak  Innu  assinu.  Innuts  tuenitamuts 
tshetshi  itinakanitshi  auenua  tshetshi  uinuau  senitamantshi 
tshenisishueuntshi  mak  tshetshi  unistakanits  mishinanikanish . 

6 Mishiue  Tshe  Utshimauts  ustineuts  Innua  nete  umishinanikanuash,  muk 
ama  tapuetamuts  Innuts  tante  kaustapinuts  tuiuts  mak  uatats  nete 
assish.  Unu  tutuakanits  Innuts  kasitshituiuts  nete  Innua  mushinau 
etutamantshi,  tshetshi  tuiuntshi.  Innuts  uinuau  uitutamuts 
mishinanikanu  tshetshi  animuatakanits  assinu  mak  tshekuaia 
kanishitutakanu . Tshetshi  tutauakanitshi  auenua  tshetshi 
minunakatuenimantshi  / tshetshi  minukutuapatamantshi  assinu  mak 
aueshisha  tshetshi  kamista  nipakanitshi  tamuk  aueshisha.  Tshe 
Utshimauts  tuenitamuts  tshetshi  kataka  auentshi  tshetshi 
apitshitantshi  Innu  assinu  enu  epatshitantshi  kataka  Innua  muk 
tutakanits  unu  Innuts  kakustinakanuts  tshetshi  tats  mak  tshetshi 
tuiuts  nete  pase  assish  tante  kataka  Tshe  Utshimau  tipenitamanua 
utassiuau . 

7 Newfoundland  Tshe  Utshimau  isishueu  tshetshi  tapuetuakanitshi  kataka 
auenua  tshetshi  apitshitantshi  assinu  muk  tshetshi  katuiuntshi, 
tshetshi  kauitamuakanitshi  Innu  Utshimaua.  Innuts  isishueu  tshetshi 
muk  apitshitantshi  Innu  assinu  nete  tinapuetuakanitshi  tshetshi 
itutentshi . 

8 Newfoundland  Tshe  Utshimau  tapuetum  tshetshi  tshistutakanits 


mishinanikanu  enu  Innuts  mak  Esimeuts  kanishikaniuts  / 
kanishikastinumuts  tshekuaia  tshitshipinanitshe  nutshiakanits  ashininu 
nete  Emisha.  Ue  mishinanikan  Innuts  mak  Kanutishinets  kauianimuatamuts 
esk  katshishipinanits  ute  Innu  assish.  Ue  mishinanikan  kaitusteu 
tshetshi  minunakatuenitakan  assin  mak  tshetshi  kastinats  atuseuna  mak 
tshetshi  minakanits  shuneanu  Innuts  enu  pakunikanits  utassiuau.  Nfld 
Tshe  Utshimau  uistatau  tshekuanu  uta  mishinanikanish  tshek  tshekuan 
kaminupintshe  katshi  utinakanu  peik  auen  tshipinitats  unu  tshekuanu 
uestapininuets . Innuts  ama  minuenitamuts  unu  tante  katshi 
tapuetuakanuts  Innu  Utshimauts  enu  tshekuanu  esishueuts. 

9 Kanata  Tshe  Utshimau  esk  amamineu  Innu  Utshimaua  mishinanikanu  enu 
unauitakanits  shuneanu  Innuts  kakastinumuts . Nfld  Tshe  Utshimau  esk 
eiapits  esk  amamineu  Innu  Utshimaua  umishinanikanuau  unua  tshekuaia 
unauitakanitshi : 

1)  Tshetshi  minats  shuneanu  Innu  Utshimaua  nete  ueshipinits  Innu 
assinu  nutshiakanits , 2)  Tshetshi  minats  shuneanu  Innu  Utshimaua  nete 
ueshipinits  Emisha  nutshiakanits,  3)  Tshetshi  minats  shuneanu  Innu 
Utshimaua  nete  ueshipinits  Mista  Shipunu  nutshiakanits. 

10  Newfoundland  Tshe  Utshimau  iteu  Innua  enu  kanestuapimats  mak  enu 
kanestuapatumuats  assinu  katipenitamantshi  muk  eiapits  tshiteu 
tshetshi  pistanamantshi  utassinu  mak  tshetshi  mishinataushuntshi 
mishinanikanish  enu  pestinimantshi  utassinu.  Kanata  Tshe  Utshimau 
eiapits  tuenitumueu  Innua  tshetshi  pistanamantshi  utassinu  mak 
tshetshi  mishinataushuntshi  mishinanikanish  enu  pestinimantshi 
utassinu  mak  Innuts  tuenitamuts  mishinanikanu  enu  Innuts  kapestinats 
utassiuau . 

LISTEN  UP  PREMIER  TOBIN  AND  MINISTER  STEWART: 

TEN  MAIOR  ISSUES  ON  INNU  LAND  RIGHTS  NEGOTIATIONS 
Innu  negotiators  believe  land  rights  negotiations  with  Canada  and 
Newfoundland  are  going  nowhere  fast.  Innu  negotiators  met  with  Canada 
and  Newfoundland  the  first  week  of  May,  but  little  happened  once  again 
with  these  discussions.  The  following  are  the  ten  issues  on  the 
negotiating  table  which  concern  Innu  negotiators  the  most: 

1 Newfoundland  will  not  take  the  Innu  Nation  Land  Selection  proposal 
seriously.  Innu  negotiators  are  concerned  about  what  they  will  be  able 
to  achieve  in  terms  of  the  size  and  location  of  Innu  Lands  and  the 
Innu  Settlement  Area.  Innu  negotiators  would  like  to  see  a Mealy 
Mountain  National  Park  set  up  as  well  as  Provincial  Protected  Areas. 
These  would  be  areas  that  would  become  hands-off  to  developments,  and 
therefore  lands  which  would  be  protected  for  the  Innu  to  continue  to 
hunt  and  fish  there.  Innu  negotiators  also  want  the  Innu  to  own  the 
land  to  the  water's  edge  of  lakes  and  rivers  on  Innu  Lands. 

Newfoundland  disagrees  with  these  requests. 

2 With  a land  rights  agreement,  different  co-management  boards  would 
be  set  up  to  deal  with  different  issues  (i.e.  fisheries,  wildlife, 
water,  etc.)  on  Innu  Lands  and  the  Innu  Settlement  Area.  These  boards 
would  be  made  up  of  Innu  representatives  and  government 
representatives.  Innu  negotiators  want  co-management  boards  to  have 
the  power  to  make  decisions.  Canada  and  Newfoundland  want  the  boards 
only  to  be  able  to  make  recommendations  to  their  Ministers,  who  would 
have  the  final  say  in  all  decisions. 

3 Canada  and  Newfoundland  want  to  be  able  to  expropriate  (take  away) 
Innu  Lands  without  Innu  consent  when  they  think  it  is  in  the  "public 
interest . " 

4 The  Innu  want  to  be  the  authority  that  issues  the  permits  to  do 
archaeological  research  anywhere  in  the  Innu  Settlement  Area. 
Newfoundland  would  also  have  to  consent,  but  Newfoundland  wants  to 
have  the  power  to  issue  permits  on  its  own.  The  Innu  want  to  own  all 
Innu  artifacts  within  the  Innu  claim  area,  but  Newfoundland  and  Canada 
want  the  Innu  to  own  only  the  artifacts  found  on  Innu  Lands.  The  Innu 
want  to  be  able  to  name  places  within  the  Settlement  Area  and  the 
Claim  Area,  but  the  governments  disagree. 

5 Newfoundland  wants  the  power  to  manage  water  in  all  areas,  including 
Innu  lands.  The  Innu  negotiators  want  a co-management  board  to  make 


decisions  based  on  principles  (rules)  that  would  be  spelled  out  in  the 
agreement . 

6 Newfoundland  and  Canada  want  the  Innu  to  fall  under  their  laws  in 
the  Innu  Settlement  and  Claims  Areas,  including  conservation  laws. 

Some  of  these  laws  could  effect  Innu  fishing  and  hunting  rights, 
therefore  Innu  negotiators  are  saying  they  do  not  want  laws,  which 
would  affect  Innu  harvesting  rights,  to  apply  to  the  Innu.  With 
regards  to  conservation  laws,  Innu  negotiators  want  the  land  rights 
agreement  to  spell  out  exactly  how  conservation  issues  should  be  dealt 
with.  For  example,  a wildlife  board,  set  up  through  the  agreement, 
would  make  decisions  about  what  to  do  to  make  sure  that  all  species  of 
animals  are  protected  from  overhunting.  Newfoundland  and  Canada  also 
want  the  Innu  to  have  the  same  access  rights  in  the  Settlement  and 
Claim  Areas  as  non-Innu.  That  means  that  certain  laws  (i.e. 
municipality  by-laws)  could  be  created  that  would  prevent  the  Innu 
from  going  on  or  through  some  lands  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  or 
fishing. 

7 Newfoundland  says  that  non-Innu  should  be  able  to  go  on  Innu  Lands 
for  recreational  purposes  (i.e.  hiking,  canoeing,  but  not  hunting) 
without  Innu  consent.  Innu  negotiators  say  that  non-Innu  should  only 
be  allowed  to  go  on  Innu  Lands  on  routes  designated  by  the  Innu 
Government . 

8 Newfoundland  agrees  that  Impact  Benefit  Agreements  (IBAs)  must  be  in 
place  before  developments  like  a mine  can  happen  on  Innu  Lands.  IBAs 
would  be  negotiated  between  the  Innu  and  companies  or  governments  who 
want  to  exploit  Innu  land.  IBAs  would  set  up  rules  for  environmental 
protection,  and  provide  benefits  such  as  jobs  and  financial 
compensation  for  the  Innu.  However,  Newfoundland  wants  a land  rights 
agreement  to  impose  dispute  resolution  on  any  IBA  negotiations.  This 
means  that  a time  limit  would  be  set  to  reach  a final  IBA,  and  an 
arbitrator  (outside  person)  could  be  appointed,  who  would  have  the 
right  to  make  final  decisions  about  the  agreement,  which  the  Innu  did 
not  like.  Dispute  resolution  could  take  away  the  right  of  the  Innu 
Government  to  make  decisions  about  how  any  development  could  go  ahead 
on  Innu  Lands. 

9 Canada  has  not  yet  made  a proposal  to  the  Innu  Nation  for  financial 
compensation.  As  well,  Newfoundland  has  yet  to  offer  a fair 
compensation  package,  which  would  include:  1)  a percentage  of 
royalties  (money  the  province  receives)  for  developments  in  the  entire 
Innu  Claim  Area;  2)  an  Innu  share  of  royalties  and  taxes  the  province 
receives  from  Voisey's  Bay;  and  3)  compensation  for  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Churchill  hydro  developments. 

10  Newfoundland  says  it  does  not  recognize  Innu  Aboriginal  Title  and 
Rights,  yet  they  want  the  Innu  to  extinguish  (give  up)  their 
Aboriginal  Title  and  Rights  in  a land  rights  agreement.  Canada  also 
wants  extinguishment.  Innu  negotiators  want  recognition  of  Innu 
rights,  and  want  the  agreement  to  spell  out  the  rights  of  the  Innu, 
Canada  and  Newfoundland,  without  extinguishing  the  rights  of  any  of 
those  governments,  as  spelled  out  in  the  agreement. 

"RE : Held  in  Trust,  and  in  Limbo"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Dun  1999  11:42:00  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  06-03-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Held  in  Trust,  and  in  Limbo 

Native  Americans'  Assets  Mired  in  a Record-Keeping  Maze 
By  William  Claiborne 
c.  Washington  Post 
Dune  2,  1999 


HOLDENVILLE,  Okla.-The  way  Ripley  Benryhill  figures  it,  the  U.S. 
government  owes  his  family  millions  of  dollars  in  royalties  from  oil 
pumped  from  beneath  160  acres  of  land  it  allotted  to  his  grandmother  in 
1903.  But  he  wonders  if  he  will  live  long  enough  to  see  any  of  it. 
Berryhill,  59,  a Muskogee  Creek  Indian  who  lives  a hardscrabble  existence 
on  about  $8,000  a year  in  disability  checks,  stood  before  a wellhead  on 
Nettie  Tiger  Berryhill's  allotment  recently  and  tried  to  do  the  math:  122, 
478  barrels  extracted  from  the  time  she  died  in  1943  until  1970,  when  his 
search  of  oil-pumping  records  reached  a dead  end.  With  Oklahoma  sweet 
crude  selling  for  $16  a barrel  now  and  some  of  the  most  profitable  years 
coming  after  1970,  the  yield  obviously  was  going  to  be  enormous.  "We  never 
could  figure  out  what  it'd  be  worth  all  added  up,  but  some  lawyers  we 
talked  to  in  Tulsa  said,  'You're  talking  $12  million  to  $15  million  easily 
" Berryhill  said.  "That's  a lot  of  money  for  someone  in  my  situation." 

But  Berryhill  and  his  grandmother's  27  other  living  heirs  have  a problem 
Or,  more  precisely,  they  have  several  problems. 

First,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  never  completed  a probate  of  Nettie 
Berryhill's  will,  as  it  was  required  to  do  as  the  trustee  of  allotted 
Indian  lands,  Berryhill  said.  Then,  inexplicably,  the  BIA  sold  the  land 
and  the  oil  rights  that  went  with  it,  without  any  of  the  proceeds  going  to 
family  members,  Berryhill  said.  But  the  biggest  problem  of  all,  Berryhill 
discovered,  is  that  most  of  the  documents  concerning  the  oil  leases  cannot 
be  found. 

"It's  like  going  around  in  circles,"  said  Berryhill,  who  has  visited 
document  archives  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  City  and  even  Fort  Worth  in  search  of 
records  to  prove  his  case.  "They  send  you  from  one  office  to  another  and 
you  end  up  right  where  you  started." 

Berryhill's  is  one  of  thousands  of  American  Indian  claims  against  the 
federal  government  for  mismanaging  over  the  last  century  assets  held  in 
trust  by  the  government  that  conceivably  could  result  in  compensatory 
payments  reaching  into  the  tens  of  billions  of  dollars.  The  Interior 
Department,  of  which  the  BIA  is  a part,  says  it  is  trying  to  straighten 
out  350,000  unreconciled  trust  accounts  held  by  individual  Indians  and  1, 
500  more  tribal  accounts  that  go  back  to  1887,  when  the  government  began 
breaking  up  reservations  and  allotting  small  parcels  of  40  to  160  acres  to 
individual  tribal  members.  The  allotments  were  part  of  the  government's 
assimilation  policy,  which  at  the  time  was  intended  to  dismantle  Indian 
reservations  and  disperse  tribes  across  the  country.  The  trust  accounts 
often  were  created  to  hold  assets  for  minors  or  to  collect  and  hold 
royalties  from  the  sale  of  petroleum,  natural  gas,  timber  and  other 
natural  resources  extracted  from  the  transferred  land,  with  income 
supposedly  being  passed  on  to  descendants  of  the  original  beneficiaries. 
But  BIA  officials  admit  that  many  records  covering  the  55  million  acres  of 
land  it  manages  in  trust--as  well  as  those  for  the  350,000  landowners, 
100,000  active  leases  and  2 million  individual  owner  interests--have  been 
lost  over  the  last  century  in  a maze  of  antiquated  record-keeping.  Despite 
periodic  proddings  from  tribal  leaders,  federal  courts  and  Congress, 
government  accountants  and  outside  analysts  have  been  unable  to  reconcile 
the  records,  or  in  many  cases  even  ascertain  if  royalty  checks  were  issued 
or  cashed. 

The  BIA  acknowledges  that  there  are  people  like  Nettie  Berryhill  who 
died  50  or  more  years  ago  and  whose  wills,  containing  potentially  huge 
trust  assets,  have  not  been  probated.  Keith  Flarper,  an  attorney  with  the 
Washington-based  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  called  the  BIA's  handling  of 
the  accounts  a "complete  abrogation  of  their  fiduciary  responsibility." 
Kevin  Gover,  assistant  interior  secretary  and  head  of  the  BIA,  said  he 
could  not  comment  on  individual  trust  cases.  "We  can't  respond  to  horror 
stories.  If  we  release  information  about  how  much  land  someone  owns,  we 
can  be  sued,"  Gover  said. 

In  fact,  Gover  and  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  already  are  the 
targets  of  a class  action  lawsuit  filed  on  behalf  of  more  than  300,000 
Native  Americans  who  say  they  have  been  deprived  of  billions  of  dollars  in 
trust  funds.  The  case  is  scheduled  to  go  to  trial  this  summer.  In  February 
Babbitt  and  Gover  were  cited  for  contempt  of  court  by  U.S.  District  Judge 
Royce  C.  Lamberth  for  showing  a "flagrant  disregard"  of  the  judge's  order 


to  produce  trust  account  documents  for  the  trial.  Lawyers  for  the  two 
officials  said  that  the  documents  could  not  be  produced  because  they  could 
not  be  found. 

In  1994,  after  spending  $21  million  for  an  outside  audit  of  two  decades' 
worth  of  accounts,  the  BIA  acknowledged  that  it  was  unable  to  adequately 
document  $2.4  billion  in  tribal  trust  fund  transactions.  While  it  has  not 
been  ascertained  that  the  money  is  actually  missing,  documents  cannot  be 
found  to  show  where  much  of  it  came  from  and  where--or  even  if--it  was 
paid,  officials  readily  admit. 

BIA  officials  say  that  in  many  cases  the  money  has  not  gone  anywhere 
because  checks  never  even  left  the  Treasury  Department.  There  was  no  place 
to  send  them  because  the  heirs  of  the  original  trusts  could  not  be  found. 
Babbitt,  in  a meeting  with  reporters  last  week  in  Washington,  said:  "There 
are  no  huge  sums  of  money  missing.  It  is  a lack  of  documentation,  a lack 
of  evidence. " 

In  response  to  questions,  however.  Babbitt  acknowledged  that  there  was 
no  way  of  knowing  how  much  money  was  missing  and  how  much  was  actually 
paid  out  until  the  process  of  reconciling  trust  accounts  is  completed. 
Officials  say  that  documents  are  scattered  in  disarray  in  dozens  of 
government  warehouses  around  the  country  without  any  cross-indexing  and 
sometimes  without  source  identification.  In  the  case  of  the  main  BIA 
document  center  in  Albuquerque,  long-forgotten  trust  records  were 
contaminated  with  rat  feces  containing  a dangerous  virus  and  therefore 
were  considered  inaccessible  by  bureau  employees. 

Audits  have  found  that  more  than  45,000  accounts  are  for  individuals 
whose  whereabouts  are  unknown;  21,000  are  for  people  who  have  died;  128, 
000  accounts  have  no  Social  Security  or  tax  identification  numbers;  and 
$21.7  million  is  being  held  ostensibly  for  minors  who  have  long  since 
reached  adulthood. 

Many  of  the  trust  fund  accounts  involved  "fractionalized"  landholdings 
that  over  many  years  have  been  divided  among  so  many  heirs  that  the  value 
from  leases  and  other  sources  of  income  often  is  less  than  $1  per  person. 
Gover  said  he  receives  as  little  as  7 cents  a year  on  a mineral  interest 
that  once  belonged  to  his  great-grandfather,  a Pawnee  Indian,  even  though 
it  costs  the  Interior  Department  $35  to  handle  such  an  account. 

Gover  said  the  BIA  had  "recorded  proof"  of  only  $15  million  to  $25 
million  in  errors,  and  that  it  was  unfair  of  bureau  critics  to  make  Indian 
trust  holders  think  that  "their  ship  is  coming  in"  with  billions  of 
dollars  in  compensation.  "From  what  we've  seen  so  far,  there  is  not  $1 
billion  in  mistakes,"  Gover  said. 

However,  attorney  Harper  called  Gover 's  $15  million  to  $25  million 
estimate  "ridiculous"  and,  noting  that  $350  million  goes  through  the  trust 
system  each  year,  said,  "We  believe  it  will  be  multi-billions  of  dollars 
in  aggregate  corrections . " 

Dennis  Gingold,  another  lawyer  for  the  Indians,  said  a preliminary 
estimate  by  the  Price  Waterhouse  accounting  firm,  which  was  hired  by  the 
Native  American  Rights  Fund  to  study  the  government  trust  records,  shows 
that  the  Indians  are  owed  at  least  $10  billion- -more  than  the  Interior 
Department's  entire  annual  budget. 

Eloise  Cobell,  a Blackfoot  Indian  and  the  lead  plaintiff  in  the  class 
action  lawsuit  against  the  department,  said  money  that  was  supposed  to 
transform  Indians  from  welfare  dependents  into  landowners  and  pay  for 
college  educations  has  been  mismanaged,  diverted,  lost  and--in  some  cases- 
-stolen  or  never  collected.  She  said  powerful  corporations  in  Oklahoma 
drill  for  oil  and  timber  companies  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  harvest  trees 
under  what  is  essentially  an  honor  system.  Moreover,  rich  potato  land  in 
Idaho  is  leased  at  below  market  rates  and  ranchers  in  Montana  graze  their 
cattle  on  Indian  trust  lands  for  free,  she  said. 

"They  are  totally  wrong  when  they  say  this  [reconciling  trusts]  won't 
affect  the  lifestyles  of  poor  people,"  Cobell  said.  "I'm  seeing  people  die 
poor  every  day  when  they  actually  have  a hell  of  a lot  more  money  that 
should  be  in  their  accounts." 

In  an  effort  to  sort  out  the  fund,  the  Interior  Department  is  spending 
$60  million  on  a new  computer  system  that  is  scheduled  to  make  its  debut 
next  month  at  a BIA  regional  office  in  Billings,  Mont.  The  system  is 


supposed  to  not  only  reconcile  the  challenged  trust  accounts,  but  also 
give  Indians  a way  to  check  their  funds  at  any  time  and  link  the  accounts 
with  the  department's  land  records. 

However,  the  General  Accounting  Office,  in  a report  issued  last  month, 
said  off-the-shelf  accounting  software  the  BIA  purchased  to  cut  down  on 
planning  time  could  be  inadequate  for  the  task.  The  GAO  said  the  bureau 
went  ahead  with  the  project  without  thoroughly  analyzing  its  needs  and 
without  ensuring  that  it  will  be  able  to  handle  trust  data  linked  to 
different  systems.  Such  debate  makes  little  impression  on  Indians  such  as 
Rosalie  Taylor  Grothaus,  a 61-year-old  Seminole  who  last  week  visited  her 
grandmother's  original  160-acre  allotment  near  Bowlegs,  about  20  miles 
east  of  here,  and  watched  oil  being  pumped  out  of  a well  there. 

A sign  on  the  well  identifies  it  as  "Molleah  Taylor  No.  4"--Molleah 
Taylor  was  Grothaus' s grandmother- -but  no  one  in  the  family  has  received 
any  royalties  from  the  well  in  years,  Grothaus  said. 
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America  was  shamed  into  giving  Indians  citizenship 

75th  anniversary  of  citizenship  receives  little  attention 

By  ROBERT  STRUCKMAN 

c.  The  Billings  Gazette 

6-2-99 

It  wasn't  marches  in  the  streets  or  boycotts  that  won  U.S.  citizenship 
for  Native  Americans  75  years  ago. 

It  was  national  embarrassment,  sparked  by  one  man's  act  of  heroism  in 
World  War  I,  that  pushed  the  United  States  to  grant  citizenship  to  Native 
Americans,  said  MSU-Billings  Native  American  studies  professor  Deffrey 
Sanders . 

The  story  goes  like  this: 

Doseph  Oklahombi,  a full-blooded  Choctaw  from  Bismarck,  N.D.,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  U.S.  Army,  was  one  of  a large  number  of  Native  Americans 
who  volunteered  for  World  War  I. 

Before  1924,  Native  Americans  could  become  citizens  in  some  instances  if 
they  were  honorably  discharged  from  the  military,  or  if  they  sold  their 
allotted  reservation  land. 

In  1917  Oklahombi  went  through  the  German  lines  in  France,  dodged 
barbed-wire  and  overpowered  a machine  gun  nest,  Sanders  said.  He  then 
single-handedly  captured  171  German  soldiers. 

For  that  and  for  other  acts  of  bravery,  France  awarded  him  the  nation's 
highest  military  honor. 

"You  see,  he  had  not  yet  been  discharged,  so  he  was  not  yet  a citizen. 
When  that  fact  got  out,  it  was  extremely  embarrassing  to  the  United 
States,"  Sanders  said. 

Over  the  next  seven  years,  a small  group  of  politicians  on  the  East 
Coast  lobbied  for  citizenship  for  the  nation's  Native  Americans. 

In  1924,  the  time  was  right,  and  a bill  came  through  Congress  and  the 
Senate  on  the  coattails  of  another,  more  controversial  bill.  The  other 
bill  would  limit  immigration  from  Asian  countries. 

In  the  Billings  Gazette  on  Dune  2,  1924  - the  day  President  Coolidge 
signed  the  Indian  Citizenship  Act  - there  was  no  mention  of  the  act. 
Instead,  the  headlines  were  dominated  by  the  trial  of  Nathan  Leopold  Dr. 
and  Richard  Loeb. 

Two  days  earlier,  the  two  sons  of  Chicago  millionaires  had  confessed  to 
murdering  a 13-year-old  boy.  Farm  aid  was  also  a big  issue  in  Dune,  75 
years  ago,  but  nowhere  in  the  paper,  or  in  the  next  week's  worth  of  papers. 


was  there  a mention  of  the  act  that  gave  citizenship  to  "all  non-citizen 
Indians  born  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States." 

The  75th  anniversary  of  the  citizenship  act  has  also  received  little 
attention , both  on  Montana's  reservations  and  off,  said  Gail  Small,  the 
founder  and  director  of  Native  Action,  a nonprofit  organization  trying  to 
increase  Native  American  voter  participation  across  the  northern  Great 
Plains . 

On  the  reservations,  the  date  is  sensitive  because  it  brings  up  feelings 
of  anger  and  frustration. 

"Why  Indians  were  not  automatically  citizens  is  still  questioned  by 
many,"  Small  said,  adding  that  discrimination  against  Native  Americans  is 
still  a very  real  thing. 

"Indian  people  and  their  tribal  governments  remain  an  anomaly  in  the 
political  system  in  this  country.  We  don't  really  fit  in  very  well  as  dual 
citizens  or  as  tribal  government." 

Small  said  Native  Americans  are  still  in  political  limbo. 

"Indian  tribes  and  our  homelands  are  not  considered  countries,  states  or 
truly  sovereign  nations,"  she  said. 

So  although  Native  Americans  received  the  legal  right  to  vote  from  the 
federal  government  75  years  ago.  Small  said  the  fight  is  still  on  for 
equal  representation. 

Sanders  agreed  but  said  in  the  last  10  years,  partly  as  a result  of  work 
by  Small's  organization.  Native  Americans  have  become  an  important  swing 
vote  in  statewide  elections. 

"When  Pat  Williams  won  his  last  election,  he  won  by  the  number  of  Indian 
voters  in  the  state,"  Sanders  said.  "You  can't  exactly  say  it's  a direct 
correlation,  but  I think  it  would  be  fair  to  say  the  Indian  vote  can  win 
elections  and  its  influence  will  continue  to  grow." 
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Indians  flee  as  Mexico  army  enters  Chiapas  village 
By  Desus  Ramirez 
c.  Reuters 
6/5/99 

NAZARETH,  Mexico,  - Some  300  supporters  of  Mexico's  Zapatista  rebels 
were  forced  to  flee  into  nearby  mountains  after  more  than  1,000  troops 
took  over  their  village  in  southern  Chiapas  state,  witnesses  said  on 
Saturday. 

Soldiers,  and  state  and  federal  police  fired  teargas  and  shot  bullets 
into  the  air  when  Tzeltal  Indians  tried  to  stop  them  from  entering  the 
village  of  Nazareth,  some  124  miles  (200  km)  from  the  state  capital  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez,  on  Friday. 

A convoy  of  34  military  vehicles,  six  public  security  trucks  and  20 
state  and  judicial  police  vehicles  took  part  in  the  operation,  in  the 
Chiapas  highland  district  of  Ocosingo. 

The  community  is  a base  of  support  for  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation 
Army  (EZLN),  which  staged  an  armed  uprising  against  the  government  in  1994 
in  a bid  to  win  improved  rights  for  Mexico's  nine  million  Indians. 

A cease  fire  has  largely  held  since  the  10  days  of  fighting  ended,  but 
peace  talks  have  broken  down  and  rebel  sympathisers  accuse  the  army  of 
mounting  a low-intensity  war  against  them. 

"Instead  of  dialogue,  the  government  has  sent  soldiers,"  said  an  Indian 
interviewed  on  a mountainside  about  a mile  (two  km)  from  the  village. 

"We  don't  have  anything  to  eat,  nor  anything  to  cover  ourselves  with;  we 
have  neither  food  nor  clothes,"  added  another  villager  wearing  the 
Zapatistas'  trademark  ski-mask. 


"We  want  the  army  to  withdraw  from  our  village.  We  are  not  going  to  be 
able  to  last  long  under  these  conditions." 

The  troops  entered  the  abandoned  houses  and  spent  the  night  camped 
around  the  village  school. 

The  troops  will  stay  "until  I receive  instructions  from  my  superiors/' 
said  the  general  leading  the  operation,  who  identified  himself  only  as  F. 
Rivas . 

Similar  incursions  have  taken  place  in  the  nearby  villages  of  Censo, 
Betania  and  San  Deronimo  Tulija  in  the  past  month,  inhabitants  said, 
adding  several  Indians  and  two  priests  had  been  arrested. 

Armando  Cruz  Hernandez,  a deputy  director  with  state  justice  officials 
in  Chiapas'  Highland  Zone,  said  the  troops  were  investigating  reports  that 
Zapatista  guerrillas  were  blocking  roads  higher  up  in  these  remote, 
coffee-growing  mountains. 

"It  is  not  true  that  there  is  a Zapatista  roadblock  here.  That  is  just 
an  excuse  to  invade  our  lands,"  said  a man  who  identified  himself  only  as 
Felipe,  leader  of  the  self-declared  autonomous  Zapatista  community  of 
Francisco  Gomez. 

"RE : Mexico  Earthquake  Aftermath"  
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From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd.org> 

Tiahui  to  all. 

Yesterdays  6.7  earthquake  in  the  central  portion  (Mexico  City  and  Puebla) 
of  Mexico  caused  much  concern  for  us  here  in  the  north.  Our  school  project 
in  the  mountains  of  Teotihuakan  was  not  hit,  yet  the  quake  was  felt.  Our 
friends  and  families  are  all  doing  well  but  there  were  many  lifes  lost  in 
the  city  of  Puebla,  the  ancient  home  of  the  Tlaxcalans,  once  the  enemy  of 
the  Mexica  (Aztec)  people. 

There  has  been  much  seismic  activity  in  the  central  part  of  Mexico  in 
recent  times  and  add  to  that  the  volcanic  (2  volcanos)  activity  and  you 
have  the  ingredients  of  something  major  in  the  works.  That's  all  I'll  care 
to  say  about  this  at  the  moment. 

Prayers  to  the  spirits  departed  from  yesterdays  earthquake.... 

Mexika  Tiahui, 

Frank  "Tekpatltzin" 

"RE;  Take  Action  Against  Racist  Anti-Whalers"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dun  1999  09:58:25  -0700 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg.net> 

Subj:  Take  a stand  against  the  racist  attacks  on  the  Makahs 
TIME  TO  TAKE  ACTION  AGAINST  THE  RACIST  ANTI-WHALERS 

Not  all  people  that  don't  like  whaling  are  racists,  BUT  the  main  groups 
that  are  out  to  stop  the  Makahs  have  joined  with  out  front  racists  like  Dack 
Metcalf  and  are  using  tactics  which  include  arousing  hate  against  Native 
people  in  the  state  of  Washington.  Because  of  this  there  has  been  numerous 
death  threats,  harassment  and  even  violence  against  Native  people.  It  is 
time  for  all  people  who  are  against  this  campaign  to  let  their  voices  be 
heard . 

Included  in  the  campaign  against  the  Makahs  is  an  economic  boycott  of  the 
Makah  Nation  and  the  flooding  of  the  Makah  e-mail  with  messages  against 
them.  We  need  to  send  messages  to  these  people  and  let  them  know  that  we 
will  not  stand  for  their  tactics.  The  following  are  addresses  in  which  you 
can  reach  those  that  are  attacking  the  Makahs. 

1.  Sea  Shepherd;  SeaShepherd@seashepherd.org 

2.  Sea  Defense  Alliance;  sedna@envirolink.org 

3.  Washington  Citizens  Coastal  Alliance;  dano@rockisland.com 


4.  PAWS;  board@paws.org  and  to  their  main  anti-Makah  organizer; 
awillow@earth; ink.org 

5.  Seattle  Earth  First!;  Sea-ef@scn.org 

Those  who  may  need  more  information  or  wish  to  be  given  notices  of 
anti-Makah  rallies  that  we  counter  protest  please  contact  AREAN  at; 
bayou@blarg.net . 

In  The  Struggle  Against  Racism 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
AREAN-Tacoma 
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Landmark  new  book  sets  stage  for  BC  forest  policy  reform 

VANCOUVER  - Forest  policy  reform  - particularly  fundamental  change  to 
the  tenure  licensing  system  and  the  Allowable  Annual  Cut  - is  long 
overdue  in  British  Columbia,  says  acclaimed  forestry  author  Dr. 

Patricia  Marchak  in  a new  book. 

"BC's  forest  industry  is  in  crisis,  but  the  fundamental  causes  have 
largely  been  ignored  by  government,  policy  makers  and  industry 
itself,"  said  Dr.  Marchak,  a sociology  professor  and  faculty  member  of 
the  Institute  for  Resource  and  Environmental  Studies  at  the  University 
of  BC. 

"Despite  record  layoffs,  mill  closures  and  huge  operating  losses,  the 
provincial  government  still  encourages  overcutting  of  our  old-growth 
forests  for  short-term  jobs  without  accepting  the  long-term 
consequences  of  this  action,"  she  explained  today  at  a news 
conference. 

Forestry  jobs  depend  on  healthy,  high  quality  and  abundant  forests. 

But  without  major  changes  to  the  regulatory  framework  governing  BC's 
forest  industry,  forestry  jobs  will  diminish  as  our  old-growth  forests 
are  depleted.  Dr.  Marchak  outlines  in  Falldown:  Forest  Policy  in 
British  Columbia. 

Falldown  offers  a critical  assessment  of  the  province's  forest  policy 
and  recommendations  for  the  reform  necessary  to  take  the  industry  into 
the  21st  Century.  The  200-page  book  is  published  by  Ecotrust  Canada 
and  the  David  Suzuki  Foundation. 

Forest  policy  in  BC  must  be  reformed  now  because  it  is  based  on  the 
fundamental  error  that  if  we  cut  more  trees  we'll  get  more  jobs,  said 
Dim  Fulton,  executive  director  of  the  David  Suzuki  Foundation. 

"Dust  like  we  have  overfished  the  East  and  West  Coasts,  we  are 
overcutting  our  forests  and  undermining  the  basis  for  a healthy  forest 
economy,"  said  Mr.  Fulton. 

"This  entrenched  industrial  model  also  ignores  other  values  of  the 
forest,  like  supporting  fish  habitat,  non-timber  products  and  tourism 
opportunities  that  also  create  jobs,"  he  added. 

BC's  current  forestry  tenure  system  was  established  50  years  ago,  and 
the  dwindling  inventory  of  old-growth  trees  can  no  longer  support 
policy  set  at  that  time,  said  Dr.  Marchak. 

Falldown  explains  that  BC's  forests  are  being  over  cut,  that  there  are 
too  many  mills  chasing  too  little  wood,  that  communities  are  facing 
dislocation  and  economic  hardship  and  that  governments  have  failed  to 
respond  decisively,  said  Ian  Gill,  president  of  Ecotrust  Canada. 

"Flistorically,  the  Forest  Act  has  fulfilled  short-term  economic  and 
political  agendas.  It  fails  to  protect  the  forest,  it  fails  to  deliver 
economic  resources  to  communities  and  it  even  fails  the  industry,"  Mr. 
Gill  said. 

"The  people  of  BC  have  been  misled  into  thinking  that  environmental 
pressures  and  poor  overseas  markets  are  entirely  to  blame  for  our 


forest  industry's  troubles/'  he  added. 

If  British  Columbians  are  to  ensure  that  we  have  an  economically  and 
ecologically  viable  forest  industry  in  the  21st  Century,  then  four 
major  points  must  be  recognised,  according  to  Mr.  Fulton  and  Mr.  Gill. 

- The  ecological  considerations  and  concerns  raised  by  Dr.  Marchak 
must  be  closely  heeded  because  if  we  are  to  continue  to  have  viable 
forestry,  we  must  have  healthy  and  diverse  forests. 

- In  order  to  maintain  healthy,  diverse  forests,  the  provincial 
Allowable  Annual  Cut  (AAC)  must  be  decreased  significantly.  Ministry 
of  Forests  calculations  show  that  current  allocations  of 
timber-cutting  rights  across  the  province  exceed  long-term  timber 
supplies  by  about  20  per  cent.  - The  current,  and  historical,  emphasis 
on  a volume-based  industry  must  change  to  one  that  is  based  on  getting 
the  true  value  for  our  timber,  which  is  some  of  the  world's  finest. 

- The  Ministry  of  Forests,  as  it  is  currently  structured,  is  in  a 
conflict  of  interest  because  not  only  is  it  the  ecological  steward  of 
the  forests,  it  is  also  the  rent  collector  when  trees  are  cut. 

Falldown,  which  is  co-written  by  UBC  graduate  students  Scott  Aycock 
and  Deborah  Herbert,  is  a comprehensive  book  that  addresses  all 
aspects  of  forest  policy  and  includes  recommendations  for  substantial 
change  in: 

- management  of  naturally  generated  forests 

- utilization  of  managed  second-growth  forests  and  plantations 

- scale  of  manufacturing  capacity 

- land  use  planning  and  community  development 

- compensation 

Ecotrust  Canada  and  the  David  Suzuki  Foundation  commend  Dr.  Marchak 
for  her  admirable  public  service  in  donating  her  time  and  expertise  to 
write  this  book.  Dr.  Marchak  recently  was  named  the  YWCA's  1999  Woman 
of  Distinction  in  the  education,  training  and  development  category  for 
such  public  service. 

For  further  information  or  to  arrange  interviews,  please  contact  David 
Hocking  or  lean  Kavanagh  at  the  David  Suzuki  Foundation,  604-732-4228. 

To  order  a copy  of  the  book,  contact  either  Ecotrust  Canada 
(604)682-4141  or  the  David  Suzuki  Foundation  (604)732-4228.  Price  is 
$25. 
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Monument  to  the  Trail  of  Tears 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

6/14/99 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (AP)  --  R.  Poteet  Victory  hopes  with  European  linen  and 
his  talents  as  an  artist  to  paint  a masterpiece  that  will  be  a monument 
to  the  Trail  of  Tears. 

"The  whole  point  of  this  monument,  this  painting,  is  that  the  Trail  of 
Tears,  except  for  the  Civil  War,  was  probably  the  most  important  event 
in  American  history  that  helped  shape  what  America  was  to  become," 
Victory  said. 

Thousands  of  American  Indians  died  along  the  long  trek  from  the 
southeastern  U.S.  in  the  1830s  to  what  became  Oklahoma.  The  federal 
government  forced  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Seminole  and  Creek 
Indians  from  their  homes  to  settle  in  Indian  Territory. 

Victory  plans  to  unveil  his  50-  by  25-foot  artwork  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  in  Washington,  D.C.,  late  next  year.  He  wants  the  piece  to 
tour  for  two  years  across  the  United  States  and  maybe  in  Germany  and 
Israel  before  it  is  brought  to  Oklahoma. 


The  painting  will  be  on  loan  to  the  Cherokee  tribe  for  50  years. 

Victory,  an  Idabel  native  of  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  descent,  said  the 
painting  will  depict  Indian  birth,  death  and  rebirth.  He  said  his 
painting  is  motivated  by  a concern  that  there  isn't  a lot  of  knowledge 
about  the  trail. 

More  than  40  tribes  were  involved  in  the  federal  government's  removal 
and  western  relocation  of  American  Indians. 

Oklahoma  Arts  Council  Executive  Director  Betty  Price  said  the  painting, 
which  is  in  its  early  stages,  is  a magnificent  project. 

"This  is  very  fresh  and  new,"  she  said. 

Victory  said  it  will  be  laced  with  symbolism.  Much  of  it  will  be 
biblical . 

Price  believes  the  painting  will  draw  people  from  all  over  the  world  to 
the  state. 
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U.S.  tribal  colleges  see  enrollment  skyrocketing 

c.  Tulsa  World 

6/14/99 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  (AP)  --  American  Indian  and  non-Indian  students  are 
flooding  31  U.S.  tribal  colleges  and  universities  on  remote, 
impoverished  reservations  in  a dozen  Western  and  Midwestern  states. 

The  tribal  college  movement  began  in  the  1970s.  American  Indian 
enrollments  nearly  tripled  between  1989  and  1999,  from  10,000  to  26,500, 
the  Lincoln  Journal  Star  reported. 

"My  enrollment  is  escalating,  skyrocketing, " Verna  Fowler,  president  of 
the  Menominee  Community  College  in  Menominee,  Wis.,  told  the  Journal 
Star. 

"Six  years  ago  we  began  with  49  students.  This  past  semester  we  served 
very  close  to  497  students.  I've  been  peddling  as  fast  as  I can  to  keep 
my  head  above  water." 

Blending  American  Indian  culture  with  traditional  mainstream  academic 
fare,  tribal  colleges  provide  crucial  support  systems  to  people  who 
might  not  otherwise  go  to  school. 

"The  movement  has  to  do  with  self-determination,"  said  Janine  Pease 
Pretty  on  Top,  president  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  College  in  Crow  Agency, 
Mont.  "It's  quite  a big  step  to  declare  your  own  education  system." 

American  Indians  traditionally  have  been  relegated  to  an  education 
system  that  sought  to  assimilate  them  into  white  society,  a system  in 
which  many  Indians  failed. 

As  a result,  American  Indians  saw  the  need  for  their  own  schools.  In 
1968,  the  Navajo  Nation  chartered  the  first  tribal  college.  In  the 
ensuing  decade,  20  more  tribal  colleges  were  chartered,  and  enrollment 
numbers  have  risen  sharply  since. 

As  tribal  college  reputations  grow,  so  do  the  types  of  students  they 
attract.  Traditionally,  the  schools  have  been  attended  by  30-  something 
mothers.  That  trend  is  changing.  Today,  students  fresh  from  high  school 
are  choosing  tribal  colleges,  and  a growing  number  are  white. 

More  than  30  percent  of  students  at  the  Salish  Kootenai  College  on 
Montana's  Flathead  Reservation  are  white.  The  school's  president,  Joe 
McDonald,  attributes  the  large  white  enrollment  to  quality  academic  and 
vocational  pro  grams,  geographic  location  and  a goal  to  become  a 
regional  college. 

Tribal  colleges  also  are  becoming  rooted  as  community  centers.  They 
help,  for  example,  community  members  cope  with  welfare  reform  laws  by 
promoting  job  training  and  educational  opportunities. 


Despite  impressive  academic  gains  over  the  last  three  decades,  tribal 
colleges  still  have  a number  of  obstacles  to  overcome.  They  receive  half 
the  core  funding  mainstream  community  colleges  receive,  leaving  scant 
funds  for  teacher  salaries,  dining  facilities,  dormitories,  libraries  or 
technological  development. 

The  Navajo  Nation,  the  country's  largest  tribe,  was  the  first  to 
establish  education  on  its  own  terms.  The  tribe  chartered  Dine  College 
in  Tsaile,  Ariz.,  in  1968.  Today,  its  1,800  full-time  students  make  it 
the  nation's  largest  tribal  college. 

With  80  students.  Little  Priest  Community  College  in  Winnebago,  Neb., 
among  the  smallest.  Founded  three  years  ago,  the  college  was  among  the 
quickest  to  receive  accreditation,  which  was  awarded  in  1998. 

Despite  their  success,  tribal  schools  often  disappear  from  mainstream 
society's  radar  screen. 

"We're  so  unknown,"  said  Lionel  Bordeaux,  president  of  Sinte  Gleska 
University  on  South  Dakota's  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation.  "When  they  do 
hear  about  us,  they  think  we're  a fly-by-night  operation.  We've  been 
here  30  years.  The  gains,  though  substantial,  are  still  baby  steps." 
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Tribe  fights  theft  of  artifacts 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

6/14/99 

Caddo  objects  sold  on  Web 

BINGER  (AP)  --  Want  a Creek  pipe  taken  from  Georgia  soil?  Or  a Caddo 
loop  pipe  unearthed  in  Clark  County,  Ark.?  How  about  a set  of  Caddo  ear 
spools? 

All  you  need  is  access  to  auction  houses  on  the  Internet,  where 
collectors,  knowingly  or  unknowingly,  partake  in  the  trade  of  items 
considered  sacred  by  tribal  members. 

"These  are  funerary  objects  taken  from  burial  sites,"  said  Stacey 
Halfmoon,  historic  preservation  director  of  the  Caddo  Tribe.  "Why  would 
a Caddo  pot  be  in  such  good  shape  if  it  wasn't  taken  from  a grave?  "It 
was  obviously  buried  with  someone." 

Traditional  Caddo  beliefs  require  the  dead  to  be  buried  with  certain 
objects  for  their  journey  into  the  Spirit  World.  Without  the  sacred 
items,  the  souls  of  the  dead  will  wander  aimlessly. 

"If  people  think  long  and  hard  about  where  these  items  come  from,  it's 
not  too  hard  to  figure  out,"  Halfmoon  said.  "I  have  a hard  time 
believing  someone  who  has  been  collecting  for  a long  time  would  be 
unaware  of  what's  going  on." 

As  the  looting  continues,  so  does  the  tribe's  vigilance. 

In  October,  the  tribe  hired  former  archaeologist  Robert  Cast  to  team 
with  Halfmoon  as  its  new  historic  preservation  officer. 

Cast  tracks  and  monitors  the  unearthing  of  any  Caddo  burial  sites  from 
the  tribe's  traditional  home  range  prior  to  its  removal,  covering 
southeast  Oklahoma,  northeast  Texas,  northwest  Louisiana  and  southwest 
Arkansas . 

Cast  also  looks  for  any  illegal  trafficking.  He  has  found  several 
catalogs  that  sell  ancient  Caddo  objects  such  as  hand-painted  bowls  and 
pots,  stone  tools  and  carved  clay  pipes. 

He  also  has  found  Web  site  auction  houses  conducting  the  same  business 
he  said. 
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Court  Axes  Ban  on  Casino  Ads 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  LAURIE  ASSEO 
6/14/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - The  Supreme  Court  opened  the  door  Monday  to  full 
broadcast  advertising  of  casino  gambling,  complete  with  pictures  of 
bettors  at  the  tables.  The  court  ruled  that  a federal  ban  aimed  at 
protecting  compulsive  gamblers  violates  free-speech  rights. 

The  court  unanimously  struck  down  the  ban  on  television  and  radio 
advertising  of  casino  gambling  in  states  where  such  gambling  is  legal.  The 
ban  "is  so  pierced  by  exemptions  and  inconsistencies  that  the  government 
cannot  hope  to  exonerate  it,"  Justice  John  Paul  Stevens  wrote  for  the 
court . 

The  American  Gaming  Association  and  some  legal  experts  said  the  decision 
will  allow  casinos  to  advertise  gambling  even  in  states  that  ban  casino 
gambling.  The  court's  opinion  did  not  say  so,  but  it  criticized  the  ban  in 
broad  terms. 

"The  presumption  is  that  consumers  are  better  off  if  left  to  judge  the 
value  of  speech  themselves,  rather  than  to  have  the  government  judge  it 
for  them,"  said  Matthew  Berry  of  the  Institute  for  Justice.  The 
conservative-libertarian  group  supported  the  New  Orleans-area  broadcasters 
who  challenged  the  ban. 

Stevens  wrote  for  the  court  that  the  ban  "may  not  be  applied  to 
advertisements  of  private  casino  gambling  that  are  broadcast  by  radio  or 
television  stations  located  in  Louisiana,  where  such  gambling  is  legal." 
More  than  half  the  states  have  legalized  casino  gambling,  offered  either 
by  private  companies  or  Indian  tribes. 

The  Clinton  administration,  in  arguing  for  the  ban,  had  emphasized  the 
"devastating  social  costs"  caused  by  and  to  an  estimated  3 million 
compulsive  gamblers,  and  said  Congress  was  entitled  to  address  part  of  the 
problem  by  reining  in  commercial  speech. 

But  Stevens  said,  "The  federal  policy  of  discouraging  gambling  in 
general,  and  casino  gambling  in  particular,  is  now  decidedly  equivocal." 

Advertising  of  state-run  lotteries  is  legal  in  states  that  conduct 
lotteries,  and  casino  gambling  run  by  Indian  tribes  can  be  advertised 
everywhere. 

Stevens  also  noted  that  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  "has 
permitted  broadcasters  to  tempt  viewers  with  claims  of  'Vegas-style 
excitement"'  and  to  use  the  word  "casino"  if  the  word  is  part  of  the 
establishment's  name. 

Ashton  Flardy,  attorney  for  the  New  Orleans  broadcasters,  said  casinos 
could  advertise  even  before  Monday's  ruling,  so  long  as  they  emphasized 
non-gambling  activities  such  as  shows,  meals  and  general  ambiance. 

The  new  ruling  will  allow  ads  to  promote  the  gambling  itself  and  show 
people  at  the  tables,  he  said. 

"It's  exactly  what  we  asked  for,"  Hardy  said,  "full  informational 
advertising  which  . . . provides  the  public  with  information  about  a 
legitimate  product  or  service." 

Hardy  said  he  did  not  think  the  ruling  allows  such  advertising  in  states 
where  casino  gambling  is  not  legal. 

Daniel  E.  Troy  of  the  American  Advertising  Federation  said  he  is 
advising  advertisers  they  would  be  taking  a major  risk  by  advertising  in 
non-casino  gambling  states.  But  he  said  the  ruling's  discussion  of 
problems  with  the  federal  ban  "invites  a challenge  by,  for  example,  the 
New  York  stations." 

Ten  states  now  allow  gambling  at  private  casinos:  Nevada,  New  Jersey, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Colorado  and 


South  Dakota.  Michigan  will  join  them  this  fall.  At  least  22  states  allow 
tribal-operated  casinos. 

A long-standing  federal  law  bans  broadcast  advertising  for  "any  lottery, 
gift  enterprise  or  similar  scheme  offering  prizes  dependent  in  whole  or  in 
part  upon  lot  or  chance."  Congress  has  amended  the  law  to  allow  ads  for 
Indian-run  casinos,  state  lotteries  and  charity  gambling.  Since  1988,  the 
law  primarily  has  targeted  privately  owned  casinos. 

The  casino  ad  ban  had  been  in  effect  in  only  some  parts  of  the  nation 
because  some  federal  appeals  courts  ruled  it  unconstitutional  while  others 
upheld  it. 

The  Supreme  Court  for  two  decades  has  demanded  that  any  government 
limits  on  truthful  and  non-misleading  commercial  speech  be  shown  to 
directly  advance  some  asserted  government  interest  and  be  no  more 
extensive  than  necessary.  If  they  do  not,  those  limits  violate  the  First 
Amendment's  free-speech  protections. 

The  casino-advertising  ban  did  not  meet  that  test,  the  court  said.  The 
regulation  permits  "a  variety  of  speech  that  poses  the  same  risks  the 
government  purports  to  fear,"  Stevens  said. 

The  National  Gambling  Impact  Study  Commission  first  has  drawn  heat  by 
deciding  to  recommend  that  states  and  towns  consider  a moratorium  on  more 
casinos,  slot  machines  and  lotteries. 
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U'wa  Chieftains  Carry  Eco-Fight  To  Doorstep  of  Corporate  America 
By  PETER  WALDMAN 

Staff  Reporter  of  THE  WALL  STREET  DOURNAL 

MALIBU,  Calif.  --  Cell  phones  clamor,  modems  screech,  bodies  scramble. 

"'60  Minutes'  is  interested!" 

"No,  it's  not." 

"Is  Ed  Asner  coming?" 

"Who's  picking  up  the  Dominican  nuns  at  the  airport?" 

"Is  the  lentil  stew  vegan?" 

It  is  Monday,  April  26,  1999:  Day  One  of  "International  Week  of  Action 
for  the  U'wa,"  a tribe  of  5,000  Colombian  Indians  who  have  vowed  to  walk 
off  a 1,400-foot  cliff  in  the  Andes  mountains  if  Occidental  Petroleum  Corp 
drills  for  oil  on  land  they  consider  sacred.  This  is  the  war  room,  a slice 
of  caffeinated  nirvana  called  the  EarthWays  Foundation  on  a coastal  bluff 
north  of  Los  Angeles  --  with  Tibetan-style  yurt,  meditation  room,  and 
sweeping  views  of  dolphins  dancing  in  the  Pacific. 

And  this  is  Abruno  Nuniwa,  president  of  the  Traditional  U'wa  Council, 
swaying  languidly  in  a hammock  amid  the  swarm  of  environmental  activists. 
To  get  here,  he  and  another  U'wa  chief,  Berito  Kubaruwa,  have  traveled 
three  days  by  foot,  canoe,  car  and  airplane  to  join  in  what  has  become  an 
annual  rite  of  spring  for  many  indigenous  peoples:  giving  corporate 
America  hell. 

By  week's  end,  the  U'wa  pair  will  ramble  through  four  days  of  protests, 
prayer  circles  and  press  events,  stage-managed  by  some  of  the  most  savvy 
environmental  agitators  in  the  business.  The  climax  comes  April  30  at 
Occidental's  annual  shareholders'  meeting  in  Los  Angeles.  At  the  podium,  a 
seething  Ray  Irani,  Occidental's  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer, 
stands  wire-taut  as  the  U'wa  in  their  native  straw  caps  lecture  him  on 
"the  time  before  there  was  history,  before  there  was  the  sun  and  the  moon. 

The  chairman's  response,  after  45  minutes  of  pleas  to  cancel  the  project 
and  avert  tribal  suicide:  "The  fact  of  the  matter  is  your  problems  should 


be  discussed  with  the  Colombian  government,  not  here.  ...  It  doesn't 
matter  what  Occidental  does  or  doesn't  do." 

It  matters  a lot,  of  course,  but  Occidental  is  in  a box  --  just  where 
the  activists  want  it.  By  personalizing  the  global  fight  over  natural- 
resource  extraction  with  the  brooding  faces  of  the  U'wa  and  other  affected 
tribes,  environmentalists  are  tugging  at  heartstrings  like  never  before. 

This  spring,  U.S.  groups  have  helped  indigenous  peoples  from  abroad 
pitch  their  plights  at  annual  meetings  of  a dozen  or  so  major  U.S. 
companies,  including  oil  giants  Chevron  Corp.  and  Atlantic  Richfield  Co. 
(Alaskan  natives,)  Unocal  Corp.  (Burmese  dissidents)  and  mining-company 
Freeport-McMoRan  Copper  & Gold  Inc.  (Indonesian  tribesmen). 

The  appeals  seldom  change  corporate  policy  outright.  Still, 
environmentalists  say  the  budding  alliance  between  U.S. -based  activists 
and  indigenous  groups  world-wide  --  facilitated  by  the  Internet  --  is 
beginning  to  make  corporate  behavior  more  accountable  in  far-flung  places 
like  Nigeria,  Indonesia  and  Colombia. 

"Putting  that  human  face  on  the  fight  has  helped  us  slow  the  onslaught," 
says  Shannon  Wright,  director  of  the  "Beyond  Oil  Campaign"  for  Rainforest 
Action  Network  in  San  Francisco  and  a lead  organizer  of  U'wa  week. 

Central  casting  could  hardly  have  found  more  sympathetic  characters  than 
the  U'wa.  Isolated  in  the  high  rain  forests  of  Colombia's  northeast,  the 
tribe  of  hunters  and  gatherers  has  resisted  outside  encroachment  for 
centuries.  Their  ritual  songs,  chanted  for  days  on  end  by  medicine  men, 
tell  of  a time  400  years  ago  when  scores  of  U'wa,  their  backs  pushed  up 
against  the  timber  line  at  12,000  feet  by  Spanish  invaders,  hurled 
themselves  off  a cliff  to  avoid  enslavement. 

Substitute  Occidental  for  the  conquistadors,  and  the  plot,  to 
Occidental's  critics,  is  similar  today.  This  time,  the  U'wa  elders  say  the 
tribe's  duty  extends  beyond  its  own  lands  to  helping,  at  least  by  example, 
save  the  planet  as  well. 

"We  are  guardians  of  Mother  Earth,"  says  Mr.  Kubaruwa,  45  years  old,  who 
won  the  prestigious  Goldman  Environmental  Prize  in  1998  for  his  tribe's 
stand.  "If  we  must  die,  the  lights  of  the  sky  will  go  dark." 

In  1992,  Occidental  and  Royal  Dutch/Shell  Group  won  the  right  from  the 
Colombian  government  to  explore  the  so-called  Samore  oil  block  in  U'wa 
territory.  After  years  of  controversy,  culminating  in  the  tribe's  suicide 
threat.  Shell  ceded  its  interest  to  Occidental  last  year.  Occidental  then 
renounced  75%  of  the  original  block,  saying  it  would  drill  only  in  an  area 
outside  official  U'wa  lands.  But  the  tribe  says  the  area  Occidental 
targets  still  lies  inside  its  ancestral  territory,  though  it  is 
unrecognized  as  such  by  Colombia's  government.  The  claim  infuriates 
Occidental . 

"It's  a concoction  of  certain  activists  up  in  the  Bay  Area,"  says 
Lawrence  Meriage,  Occidental's  executive  who  deals  with  U'wa  matters.  Mr. 
Meriage  says  a Flarvard  anthropologist  investigated  the  U'wa  suicide  legend 
but  found  scant  proof  any  mass  suicide  took  place.  (The  anthropologist, 
Theodore  Macdonald,  puts  it  differently:  "What  I told  Occidental  is, 
regardless  of  historical  evidence,  if  there  is  an  existing  historical 
memory  that  it  happened,  it  happened.")  Mr.  Meriage  suggests  that  the  U'wa 
are  being  manipulated  by  U.S.  environmentalists  dead  set  against  oil 
exploration,  as  well  as  by  Colombian  guerrillas  who  have  been  fighting  the 
central  government  for  30  years. 

"We  feel  as  a company  that  we're  caught  in  the  middle,"  Mr.  Meriage  says 

Monday  of  U'wa  week  begins  with  a blur  of  preparations.  In  addition  to 
the  Rainforest  Action  Network,  Project  Underground,  Amazon  Watch  and  a 
half-dozen  other  groups  are  on  the  case.  Protest  planners  liaise  with 
local  police;  publicists  rain  faxes  on  journalists;  tacticians  plot 
strategy  for  the  annual  meeting;  senior  staff  blast  into  Beverly  Hills  to 
brief  benefactors. 

Through  it  all,  the  U'wa  doze,  rousing  only  for  the  odd  press  call  from 
New  York  and  for  a quick  stroll  on  the  beach  with  a San  Francisco  attorney 
who  hopes  to  take  their  cause  to  court.  For  Mr.  Nuniwa,  35,  the  beach  walk 
is  his  first  visit  ever  to  the  sea.  Fie  is  familiar  with  the  ocean  from 
tribal  lore,  as  the  destination  of  his  people's  prayers,  borne  down  the 
mountains  by  raging  rivers. 


He  scoops  up  a handful  of  seawater  and  takes  a sip. 

"Salty/'  he  says.  "Our  elders  were  right." 

Later,  the  chiefs  huddle  with  a Colombian  adviser  in  the  meditation  room, 
drafting  a response  on  laptop  computer  to  the  latest  communication  from 
Occidental.  The  company  has  just  declined  an  U'wa  request  for  a private 
meeting  with  Mr.  Irani;  now  the  chiefs  fax  him  a warning  that  they  will 
protect  their  territory  --  "the  heart  of  the  world,"  the  U'wa  call  it  -- 
"so  it  will  continue  giving  life  to  all,  including  you  and  your  children." 

At  dinner,  the  U'wa  hold  hands  during  grace  with  two-dozen  American 
activists  around  a long  table  of  vegan  salads  and  stews.  (Only  the  chiefs 
are  served  meat.)  Ancestors  are  invoked;  the  spirit  of  Terence  Freitas  is 
summoned  by  name. 

Mr.  Freitas  was  the  24-year-old  confidant  of  the  U'wa  who  popularized 
their  cause  among  Western  activists  in  recent  years.  He  was  murdered  in 
March,  along  with  two  other  Americans,  by  communist  guerrillas  near  U'wa 
land  in  Colombia.  The  U'wa  say  Mr.  Freitas,  after  his  death,  visited  their 
shamans  in  their  dreams,  clutching  a white  snail  shell,  a symbol  of  purity 
and  peacemaking.  The  shamans  declared  the  apparition  a god. 

The  Freitas  murder  adds  a solemn  backdrop  to  the  week's  events.  At  a 
meeting  Tuesday  to  plan  that  night's  welcoming  ceremony  for  activists, 

Kelly  Quirke  of  Rainforest  Action  Network  says,  "It's  time  to  move  from 
rage  [at  Occidental]  to  beauty  and  love."  The  U'wa  chiefs  agree;  Mr. 
Kubaruwa  says  he'll  sing  a song  at  the  ceremony  about  "Mother  Ocean  and 
her  breath,  the  wind,  which  sweeps  up  our  words  to  the  gods."  Can  the 
audience  sing  along?  asks  Mr.  Quirke.  No,  says  the  chief. 

At  the  cookout  and  prayer  circle  that  night,  high  in  the  Santa  Monica 
mountains,  the  incantations  are  of  love  and  peace  and  moving  Occidental  by 
moral  force.  A California  Indian  named  Redstar,  who  visited  the  U'wa  in 
Colombia  last  year,  sprinkles  tobacco  on  the  ground,  promising,  "We're 
going  to  meet  the  ancestors  here  tonight."  Mr.  Kubaruwa  sings  his  solo  in 
the  U'wa  tongue,  but  reassures  the  circle  that  "the  U'wa  are  here  to 
sustain  you . " 

Finally,  a woman  with  flowers  in  her  hair,  strumming  a guitar,  sings  her 
own  song  for  the  U'wa: 

We  don't  need  more  oil. 

We  don't  need  more  machines! 

All  we  need  is  more  love. 

Love  will  wash  us  clean! 

The  next  morning,  veteran  activist  Mike  Roselle,  rattling  around  the 
kitchen  in  search  of  coffee,  is  still  smarting  from  that  one. 

"Nobody  has  traveled  in  more  VW  vans,  with  more  dogs  on  their  laps,  to 
hear  more  hairy-legged  hippie  singers  than  me,"  says  the  co-founder  of  the 
radical  environmental  group  Earth  First!  "But  I'm  old,  I'm  cranky,  and  I 
don't  have  to  listen  to  that  'love'  stuff  anymore.  It  doesn't  work;  it 
never  did." 

It  is  Wednesday,  protest  day.  A rally  for  the  U'wa  at  UCLA  and  the  mile- 
long  march  to  Occidental's  headquarters  run  smoothly.  But  as  the  200  or  so 
chanting  demonstrators  descend  on  Occidental's  front  door,  there's  a 
problem:  The  company  and  the  police  are  all  too  willing  to  let  them  occupy 
the  building's  main  entrance  indefinitely.  Public  access  has  been  routed 
to  a side  door,  secured  by  mounted  police. 

So  the  two  dozen  activists  who've  been  planning  to  blockade  the  building 
regroup.  They  march  around  the  corner,  but  are  met  by  beefy  riot  police. 
With  the  protest  waning,  the  demonstrators  block  Wilshire  Boulevard, 
bringing  traffic  to  a halt  until  they're  finally  led  away  to  a police  bus. 

Across  the  street,  the  U'wa  chiefs,  protected  by  a ring  of  Native 
American  "harmony  keepers,"  are  giving  interviews.  Mr.  Nuniwa  still 
clutches  a small  basket  of  white  shells  he  had  intended  to  give  to 
Occidental  as  a peace  offering.  He's  surprised  the  protest  has  lasted  so 
long;  in  Colombia,  he  says,  police  would  have  beaten  them  up  hours  ago. 

Mr.  Kubaruwa,  the  other  chief,  is  distraught  --  and  confused.  "I  feel 
pained  that  Occidental  called  the  soldiers  to  take  these  good  people 
away,"  he  says.  "Why  don't  they  just  finish  us  off  for  good,  so  we  don't 
have  to  struggle?" 

Friday  --  annual-meeting  day  --  begins  with  another  prayer  circle,  this 


one  at  dawn  on  the  beach  in  Santa  Monica.  By  midmorning,  it's  back  to 
business.  Many  of  the  activists  shed  their  beach  clothes  for  suits  and 
ties,  skirts,  even  pearls. 

They  fan  out  across  the  Santa  Monica  Civic  Auditorium  parking  lot, 
greeting  Occidental  shareholders  with  information  kits  about  the  U'wa. 
Nearby,  dozens  more  campaigners  hold  a rally  and  news  conference  -- 
including  Mr.  Roselle,  the  grizzled  Earth  Firster,  who  happily  reports, 

"no  unbearable  hippie  music  today."  Plain-clothes  security  guards,  with 
Occidental  lapel  pins  and  Secret  Service-style  earphones,  circle  the 
building. 

Inside,  Mr.  Irani  tells  shareholders  Occidental  had  a "difficult  year" 
shifting  assets  from  gas  transmission  to  oil  and  gas  production.  Colombian 
operations,  he  says,  should  yield  "strong  earnings  and  cash  flow  well  into 
the  future."  He  makes  no  mention  of  Occidental's  plan,  disclosed  in  its 
annual  report,  to  drill  in  the  Samore  block  early  next  year. 

The  omission  is  quickly  remedied.  During  the  debate  on  shareholder 
proposals,  the  U'wa  chiefs  and  their  allies,  the  Sinsinawa  Dominican 
Sisters  --  owners  of  100  Occidental  shares  --  lambaste  Mr.  Irani  and  the 
other  company  directors,  seated  on  stage  beside  him.  The  speeches  are 
peppered  with  applause  from  the  1,000  or  so  shareholders  in  attendance, 
many  of  whom  vent  their  own  wrath  at  Mr.  Irani  during  the  meeting  over 
Occidental's  share  price. 

The  chairman,  growing  visibly  tense,  tries  to  move  the  proceedings  along. 
"Let's  remember,"  Mr.  Irani  says  after  one  long  applause,  "it's  not  one 
man,  one  vote.  It's  one  share  one  vote." 

Even  so,  he  lets  the  U'wa  chiefs  expound  at  length  on  the  "law  of 
nature"  that  bars  the  tribe  from  ceding  a single  drop  of  oil,  "the  blood 
of  the  Earth,"  from  their  lands,  the  chiefs  say. 

In  the  end,  the  Dominican  nuns'  proposal  to  force  Occidental  to  hire  an 
outside  firm  to  analyze  the  potential  impact  of  the  U'wa  suicide  threat  on 
the  company's  stock  price  wins  approval  from  holders  of  13%  of 
Occidental's  shares  --  exceeding  its  sponsor's  expectations. 

"We  usually  get  2%  or  3%  for  stockholder  proposals,  and  we  rejoice  for 
that!"  says  Sister  Dune  Wilkerson,  a Sinsinawa  Dominican  nun  who,  in 
addition  to  corporate  activism,  runs  a tattoo-removal  project  for  former 
gang  members  in  Illinois. 

After  the  meeting,  Mr.  Irani  and  the  other  directors  slip  out  a side 
door  to  waiting  limousines,  avoiding  protesters  on  the  other  side  of  the 
building. 

Mr.  Meriage  grumbles  in  the  parking  lot.  "The  U'wa  use  these  activists 
very  effectively,"  he  says.  He  seems  glad  U'wa  week  is  over. 

As  are  the  U'wa.  When  he  gets  home,  says  Mr.  Nuniwa,  he  will  shed  his 
funny  Western  clothes  and  head  straight  to  the  medicine  man  for  a 
cleansing  ritual  of  ancient  songs  and  native  plants. 

"Before  I can  enter  my  home  to  be  with  my  family,"  he  says,  "I  need  to 
be  decontaminated." 


Rainforest  Action  Network 
221  Pine  Stret  #500 
San  Francisco,  CA  94014 

Telephone:  415/398-4404;  fax:  415/398-2732 
Website:  http://www.ran.org 
100  % Recycled  Electrons 


NOTICE:  In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  Section  107,  this  material 
is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior  interest 
in  receiving  this  information  for  research  and  educational  purposes. 


Earth  First!  Media  Center 
Andy  Caffrey,  director 
efmc@asis . com 

http : //www. geocities . com/ Rain Forest /Vines/9901/ 

We're  trying  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  your  involvement. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP  RIGHT  NOW  Dune  15,  1999 

We  have  just  been  shut  down  today  by  lack  of  funds. 


We  could  do  so  much  more  with  your  help.  Forest  activists  are  now  being 
bombed,  murdered,  and  assassinated  without  any  outrage  expressed  in  the 
media!  We  have  just  discovered  that  the  violent  "Wise  Use"  movement  is  now 
tracking  every  one  of  our  postings.  Your  involvement  would  be  an  invaluable 
aid  to  our  ability  to  maintain  vigilance. 

Why  not  show  this  material  to  your  friends?  Just  print  it  out  and  make 
some  photocopies  to  help  get  the  word  out  and  to  help  us  raise  operating 
funds.  Even  more  helpful  material  is  available  at  our  web  site.  Our 
postings  about  David  Chain's  killing  have  now  gone  out  to  over  a million 
people  on  five  continents  and  been  translated  into  French,  German,  Greek, 
Italian,  Spanish  and  Russian.  Portuguese  is  next! 

We  have  just  gone  through  a tormenting  last  eight  months  and  are  *still* 
flat  broke  with  broken  down  gear,  scant  supplies,  and  late  bills  to  cover. 
If  we  are  to  continue  on  we  need  money  and  certain  supplies  such  as  Epson 
740  ink  cartridges  (B&W  and  Color*),  zip  disks,  videotape,  postage,  file 
cabinets  and  subscriptions  to  periodicals.  And  we  could  really  use  a 
scanner  for  our  iMac  so  we  could  make  photographs  available  to  you.  Please 
send  contributions  payable  to  "Earth  First!"  to 
Earth  First!  Media  Center 
P.0.  Box  324 
Redway,  CA  95560 
Thanks! 

+ We  really  need  a color  ink  cartridge  right  now.  Our  printer  has  been 
unworkable  for  the  lack  of  one,  for  six  weeks  now.  So  no  printer  until  we 
get  color  ink 

- "RE:  NAGPRA  Grants"  - --- 

Date:  Mon,  7 Dun  1999  17:47:15  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : NAGPRA  Grants 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  WASO_Public_Affairs@nps.gov  (WASO  Public  Affairs) 

Via:  NAGPRA-L  infozone@www.nps.gov 

NPS  NEWS  RELEASE: 

Melissa  Cahn:  (202)  208-6843 
Francis  P.  McManamon:  (202)  343-8161 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE  AWARDS  $2.1  MILLION 
IN  NATIVE  AMERICAN  GRAVES  PROTECTION 
AND  REPATRIATION  ACT  GRANTS 

The  National  Park  Service  (NPS)  announced  on  May  27,  1999  the  award  of 
$2,166,035  to  assist  museums,  Indian  tribes.  Native  Flawaiian 
organizations,  and  Alaska  Native  villages  and  corporations  with 
implementation  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation 
Act  (NAGPRA).  The  award  was  divided  among  38  projects. 

Projects  to  be  undertaken  by  grant  recipients  include:  the  repatriation 
of  the  remains  of  nearly  2,000  individuals  to  the  Pueblo  of  Demez;  a 
project  to  document  ancestral  Wichita  human  remains  using  anthropological 
methods;  a statewide  conference  to  discuss  chemically  contaminated 
cultural  materials  in  museum  collections;  a project  to  develop  a 
comprehensive  series  of  land  maps  that  delineate  the  traditional 
homelands  and  hunting  territories  of  the  Lakota  Indians;  as  well  as 
numerous  tribal  consultation  visits  to  museums. 

The  National  Park  Service  (NPS)  received  77  applications  from  52  Indian 
tribes,  Alaska  Native  villages  and  corporations,  and  Native  Hawaiian 
organizations,  and  20  museums  for  a total  request  of  approximately  $4.4 
million.  Proposals  were  reviewed  by  NPS  staff  and  a selection  panel  of 
Native  Americans  and  museum  professionals. 

NAGPRA,  enacted  in  1990,  requires  museums  and  Federal  agencies  to 
inventory  and  identify  Native  American  human  remains  and  cultural  items 
in  their  collections  and  to  consult  with  culturally  affiliated  Indian 
tribes,  Alaska  Native  villages  and  corporations,  and  Native  Hawaiian 
organizations  regarding  repatriation.  Section  10  of  the  Act  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  award  grants  to  implement  provisions  of 


the  Act. 


Additional  information  regarding  these  awards  can  be  obtained 
>from  Dr.  Francis  P.  McManamon,  Chief,  Archeology  and  Ethnography 
Program,  National  Park  Service,  1849  C Street,  NW,  NC340, 

Washington,  D.C.,  20240. 

-NPS-  Editor's  note:  Specific  awards  and  contacts  are  listed  as  follows 
Fiscal  Year  1999  Grants  to  Assist  Implementation  of  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA) 

List  of  Awards  and  Contacts 
ALASKA 

Bering  Straits  Foundation,  Nome,  AK 
Vera  Metcalf  (907)  443-5252 
Award  amount:  $67,875 

Denakkanagga,  Inc.,  Fairbanks,  AK 
Catherine  Ipalook  (907)  456-1748 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

Kootznoowoo,  Inc.,  luneau,  AK  (2  projects) 

Leonard  3ohn  (907)  790-2992 
Award  amount:  $87,650 

Native  Village  of  Teller,  Teller,  AK  (repatriation  project) 

Allan  Okpealuk  (907)  642-3381 
Award  amount:  $915 

ARIZONA 

Flualapai  Tribe,  Peach  Springs,  AZ 
Loretta  lackson  (520)  769-2223 
Award  amount:  $74,175 

University  of  Arizona,  Arizona  State  Museum,  Tucson,  AZ 
Alyce  Sadongei  (520)  621-4609 
Award  amount:  $44,785 

CALIFORNIA 

Barona  Band  of  Mission  Indians,  Lakeside,  CA 
Steve  Banegas  (619)  443-6612 
Award  Ammount:  $60,815 

Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe,  Flavasu  Lake,  CA 
Lynn  Fraher-Petach  (818)  885-7066 
Award  Amount:  $67,145 

Karuk  Tribe  of  California,  Flappy  Camp,  CA 
Leaf  Hillman  (530)  627-3446 
Award  Amount:  $74140 

Robinson  Rancheria,  Nice,  CA 
Irenia  Quitiquit  (707)  275-0205 
Award  Amount:  $75,000 

Sherwood  Valley  Rancheria,  Willits,  CA 
Pauline  Girvin-Montoya  (707)  485-1778 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

UCLA  Fowler  Museum  of  Cultural  History,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
Wendy  Giddens  Teeter  (310)  825-1864 
Award  amount:  $74,715 

Yurok  Tribe,  Eureka,  CA 
Thomas  Gates  (707)  444-0433 


Award  amount:  $72,660 


COLORADO 

Colorado  Historical  Society,  Denver,  CO 
Carolyn  McArthur  (303)  866-2303 
Award  amount:  $73,255 

Denver  Art  Museum,  Denver,  CO 
Nancy  Blomberg  (303)  640-7572 
Award  amount:  $70,070 

Denver  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Denver,  CO 
Robert  Pickering  (303)  370-6492 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

University  of  Denver  Museum  of  Anthropology,  Denver,  CO 
3an  Bernstein  (303)  871-2543 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

HAWAII 

Hui  Malama  I Na  Kupuna  0 Hawaii  Nei,  Hale'iwa,  HI  (repatriation 
projects) 

Edward  Ayau  (808)  638-9057 
Award  amount:  $15,070 

ILLINOIS 

Field  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Chicago,  IL 
Jonathan  Haas  (312)  922-9410 
Award  amount:  $46,205 

KANSAS 

University  of  Kansas  Museum  of  Anthropology,  Lawrence,  KS 
Mary  Adair  (785)  864-2673 
Award  amount:  $71,270 

MICHIGAN 

Little  Traverse  Bay  Bands  of  Odawa  Indians,  Petoskey,  MI 
Wesley  Andrews  (616)  439-3865 
Award  amount:  $50,850 

MONTANA 

Fort  Peck  Assiniboine  and  Sioux  Tribes,  Poplar,  MT 
Curley  Youpee  (406)  768-5155 
Award  amount:  $73,120 

NEW  MEXICO 

Pueblo  of  Jemez,  Jemez  Pueblo,  NM  (repatriation  project) 

William  Whatley  (505)  298-5707 
Award  amount:  $15,000 

NEW  YORK 

Rochester  Museum  and  Science  Center,  Rochester,  NY 
Connie  Cox  Bodner  (716)  271-4552 
Award  amount:  $74,085 

OKLAHOMA 

Caddo  Indian  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  Binger,  OK 
Andrea  Douglas  (405)  656-2344 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

Chickasaw  Nation,  Ada,  OK 
Jeannie  Barbour  (580)  332-8685 
Award  amount;  $74,565 


Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  Durant,  OK 
Terry  Cole  (580)  924-8280 
Award  amount:  $67,730 

Oklahoma  Historical  Society,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Robert  Blackburn  (405)  522-5202 
Award  amount:  $72,580 

Quapaw  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  Quapaw,  OK 
Carrie  Wilson  (501)  442-7576 
Award  amount:  $75,000 

Wichita  and  Affiliated  Tribes,  Anadarko,  OK 
Virgil  Swift  (405)  247-2425 
Award  amount:  $67,585 

OREGON 

Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Grande  Ronde  Community,  Grande  Ronde,  OR 
Lindy  Troian  (503)  879-2248 
Award  amount:  $39,555 

Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Umatilla  Indian  Reservation,  Pendleton,  OR 
Jeffery  Van  Pelt  (541)  276-3629 
Award  amount:  $50,000 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe,  Eagle  Butte,  SD 
Sebastian  LeBeau  II  (605)  964-4155 
Award  amount:  $48,135 

Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe,  Rosebud,  SD  (repatriation  project) 

Marcella  Cash  (606)  747-2263 
Award  amount:  $3,620 

WASHINGTON 

Nisqually  Indian  Tribe,  Olympia,  WA 
Cynthia  Iyau  Peabody  (360)  456-5221 
Award  amount:  $31,550 

Skokomish  Indian  Tribe,  Shelton,  WA  (repatriation  project) 

Jim  Park  (360)  877-5213 
Award  amount:  $3,450 

Squaxin  Island  Tribe,  Shelton,  WA 
Brian  Thompson  (360)  426-9781 
Award  amount:  $68,465 


Please  e-mail  Laura_Mahoney@nps.gov  with  any 
questions  about  the  NAGPRA  Grants  Program. 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  LeonardPeltier 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  LeonardPeltier 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Campaign  for  Medical  Treatment 
email  list  send  a blank  message  to 


peltien-fast-nequest@iww.org  with  just  the  word 
subscribe  in  the  subject  line. 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee" 
email  list,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 

"RE : Warning  for  All"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dun  1999  13:29:57  -0500 
From:  "Keely"  <ovation@midusa . net> 

Subj : Dear  Gary 

I wish  to  inform  you  of  this  group  who  wants  to  force  congress  to  start  a 
federal  law  which  will  prohibit  the  privacy  of  tribes  and  will  force  all 
Nations  to  share  their  traditions  and  ceremonies  with  everyone... 

I hope  this  message  goes  out  wide  and  far...  about  a web  site  which  claims 
to  be  medicine  men,  but  in  fact,  they  are  not.  They  are  a group  of  wannabes 
selling  something  that  no  price  tag  should  be  put  on... 

The  leader  of  the  group  is  Robert  Perry  DR  AKA  Dude.,  though  he  is  Sho-Ban 
he  is  a convicted  felon  not  long  out  of  prison...  and  yet  he  has  found  a 
legal  way  to  scam  people  by  claiming  to  be  a Navaho  Medicine  Man??  He  is 
not  Navaho. . 

The  Navaho  have  spoken  out  against  this...  but  yet.  Dude  ignores  their 
wishes...  and  continues  to  line  his  pockets  with  money... 

He  and  others  named  Margurite  Elsbeth  (who  claims  to  be  Lenape,  and  that 
they  are  "shamans"  because  the  "Lenape  came  from  Siberia")  and  her  side  kick 
Deb  Huglin  (who  claims  to  be  Lakota  but  of  course,  her  people  "hid"  and  were 
never  put  on  a reservation)  put  a board  up  to  talk  about  the  problems  Indian 
peoples  have  with  them  and  their  abuse  of  the  Navaho  name...  but  they  don't 
let  you  post  unless  you  support  their  ideas  and  pat  them  on  the  back  for 
their  lies . . 

Such  lies  include  are  about  myself...  they  have  made  fake  posts  and  signed 
my  name  to  them  to  try  to  get  me  to  lose  my  job.,  it  did  not  work,  they  have 
harassed  my  tribe...  it  too  is  not  working,  and  I am  assured  they  have  sent 
fake  posts/letters  of  which  they  claim  I wrote... 

This  is  a post  of  which  I hope  many  people  will  take,  and  post  in  many 
places  on  the  web...  let  people  know  that  these  people  are  liars,  thieves, 
and  out  to  scam  the  public...  they  use  photos  of  real  Indians  to  try  to 
support  their  claims 
The  site  is  medicinemanforhire.com 
Their  second  site  (and  keep  barf  bag  handy)  is 
http : //practical spirit keeping. com 

"RE;  Urgent  Update  from  Mendota  Spiritual  Encampment"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  1999  22:46:01  +0100 
From:  power4u@mtn .org  (power4u) 

Subj:  Urgent  Update  from  Mendota  Spiritual  Encampment 

Invitation  to  Doin  the  Mendota  Spiritual  Encampment  for  World  Peace  and 
Prayer  Day 

9:30  A.M.  Monday  Dune  21st 

The  Spiritual  Encampment  to  save  the  Dakota  and  other  First  Nations' 
Traditional  Cultural  Properties  from  the  bulldozers  of  the  Minnesota 
Department  of  Transportation  is  at  a crucial  point. 

We  have  heard  that  a raid  is  imminent  and  from  what  we  have  heard  lately, 
it  will  happen  on  the  weekend  of  the  18th  of  Dune(this  weekend). 

This  is  a call  to  all  who  can  spend  the  weekend  with  us  down  at  the  camp. 
We  need  your  support  now  more  than  ever,  as  MnDoT  threatens  to  desecrate 
these  sacred  sites.  We  need  to  let  them  know  that  the  whole  world  is 
watching,  and  that  we  will  not  let  the  human  rights  and  freedom  of  religion 
of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  Community  to  be  violated.  Please  contact 
your  public  officials  and  ask  them  to  stop  this  madness. 

"This  is  a calling  for  the  world  to  seek  out  the  sacred  sites  and  bring 


awareness  to  the  energy  and  connection  that  exists  there  to  our  Mother 
Earth.  In  the  past,  there  has  been  clear  research  findings  of  people 
coming  together  spiritually,  praying  for  a healing,  and  our  Mother  Earth 
responded  with  a visible  positive  energy  shift."  These  are  the  words  of 
Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation  and  Keeper 
of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe. 

We  are  inviting  you  down  for  a weekend  of  camping  and  a day  of  prayer  on 
Dune  21st  to  help  to  protect  these  sacred  sites  and  for  the  sacredness  of 
all  life.  To  get  to  the  camp,  take  highway  55(Hiawatha  Ave.)  to  54th  St. 
and  go  left.  Take  the  second  driveway  on  the  right,  and  look  for  the 
signs.  You  can  also  enter  at  5629  Hiawatha  Ave.  at  the  Bureau  of  Mines  Road 
just  before  Highway  62  on  the  east  side.  Look  for  large  blue  sign  "Bureau 
of  Mines" . 

for  the  future  generations 
Pidamaya 

for  more  information  contact  Dim  Anderson  (612)  910-0730 
live  simply 


"RE : Stand-off  Ends  In  Shooting"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Dun  1999  10:09:01  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Subj : Shooting 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Stand-off  Ends  In  Shooting 
SQ  to  investigate 

By:  Greg  Horn  for  the  EasternDoor  Native  News 

The  Kanehsatake  Mohawk  Police  were  involved  in  a tense  ten-hour 
standoff  with  community  member  Doe  David.  The  stand-off  eventually 
ended  with  David  being  seriously  shot  and  injured  by  a Kanehsatake 
Mohawk  Police  officer. 

David,  42,  known  as  Stonecarver  during  the  1990  Oka  Crisis,  was  one  of 
the  last  Warriors  to  leave  the  Treatment  Center  back  on  September  26, 
1990. 

On  Saturday,  Dune  5,  around  6 p.m.  the  Kanehsatake  Mohawk  Police  went 
to  David's  residence  to  investigate  a complaint  about  death  threats 
against  a 15-year-old  Kanehsatake  youth. 

According  to  a statement  released  by  the  KMP,  when  two  officers 
arrived  at  David's  1611  Ste.  Philomene  residence  to  investigate,  they 
were  met  by  him.  He  fired  shots  in  their  direction  with  a 
semi-automatic  rifle. 

"The  two  officers  were  forced  to  flee  the  scene  on  foot.  A ten-hour 
standoff  ensued  and  attempts  to  negotiate  with  the  suspect  failed;  at 
one  point  the  suspect  was  standing  on  Route  344  goading  police  into  a 
shootout,"  the  statement  continues.  "The  situation  came  to  an  end  at 
approximately  5 a.m.  Dune  6,  when  several  KMP  officers  entered  the 
property  to  force  the  suspect  out  of  his  residence.  Once  again, 
attempts  to  negotiate  with  the  suspect  failed. 

"The  suspect  exited  his  house  and  fired  several  rounds  in  the 
direction  of  the  officers,  who  took  cover  behind  some  trees.  The 
suspect  pursued  the  officers  and  once  again,  fired  several  times  at 
the  officers.  The  Kanehsatake  Mohawk  Police  returned  fire.  The  suspect 
was  shot  and  transported  immediately  to  St.  Eustache  Hospital.  The 
investigation  has  been  transferred  to  the  Surete  du  Quebec..." 

When  The  Eastern  Door  contacted  Terry  Isaac,  the  Chief  of  the 
Kanehsatake  Mohawk  Police,  and  asked  why  the  SQ  was  investigating  the 
shooting,  he  answered,  "In  a situation  where  someone  gets  shot,  most 
police  forces  get  an  outside  agency  to  investigate.  This  is  to  have  a 
neutral  party  investigate  and  to  let  the  public  really  know  what 
happened  and  what  led  to  the  shooting." 

But  the  SQ,  can  they  really  be  neutral  investigating  the  shooting  of  a 
Warrior  who  was  involved  right  to  the  end  of  the  Oka  Crisis? 


"I'm  going  to  talk  to  the  commander  at  Parthenais  about  that/' 
answered  Isaac. 

Was  there  any  thought  of  having  the  Kahnawake  Peacekeepers  do  the 
investigation? 

"I  spoke  to  Warren  [Lahache]  for  assistance  during  the  standoff,  and 
if  that  option  comes  up  I will  speak  to  Warren  about  that." 

About  the  actual  incident,  Isaac  said,  "We  didn't  go  in  there 
shooting.  A community  member  saw  him  lying  on  a couch  and  we  went  in 
there  to  check  on  him,  to  see  if  he  was  all  right. 

"We  made  a plan  to  jump  him  and  arrest  him  when  he  came  out  of  his 
house,"  stated  Isaac.  At  this  point  David  exited  his  house  shooting. 

"The  officers  took  cover  behind  a tree.  He  (David)  picked  up  one  of 
the  officer's  AR-15." 

The  KMP  officers  then  fired  shots  and  David  was  hit  between  his 
shoulder  and  spinal  cord. 

"We  went  there  to  negotiate  without  anyone  getting  hurt,"  said  Isaac. 

Dennis  Nicholas  and  his  wife  Kathy  were  on  their  way  to  Kahnawake  on 
Saturday,  to  come  to  the  Zero  Tolerance  Social  when  they  heard  what 
had  happened  earlier  in  the  evening. 

"We  arrived  where  they  blocked  the  road  off,  it  was  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  away  from  the  incident,"  commented  Nicholas.  "The  police  chief 
[Terry  Isaac]  was  there  and  some  guys  came  to  the  car  and  said  it  was 
blocked  off  because  there  was  an  alleged  shooting  at  Doe  David's 
place. 

"The  police  chief  was  inquiring  what  was  going  on  with  my  being  there, 
which  was  of  no  significance,"  continued  Nicholas.  "We  had  to 
de-escalate  the  situation  into  nothing.  One  of  our  guys  [from  the 
Longhouse]  was  in  there  and  tried  to  arrange  a peaceful  settlement." 

Nicholas  had  spoken  to  the  KMP  and  said  that  they  would  try  to  defuse 
the  situation  and  have  a peaceful  settlement.  "What  they  [KMP]  decided 
to  do  was  close  the  perimeter  right  up  to  Doe's  residency,"  Nicholas 
said.  "There  was  no  room  to  even  talk  to  the  police  chief  and  it 
seemed  like  there  was  a different  mandate.  A Hydro  truck  arrived  to 
cut  the  power." 

At  1:30  a.m.  the  family  was  reporting  that  a cousin  from  Akwesasne 
was  coming  down  to  Kanehsatake  to  talk  to  David.  This  person  arrived 
sometime  after  3 a.m.  but  not  much  was  able  to  be  done. 

"A  lot  of  us  from  the  Longhouse  went  down  (the  next  day)  and  voiced 
our  opinion  of  what  was  done,"  continued  Nicholas. 

According  to  Nicholas,  David  is  in  stable  condition,  but  is  being 
kept  heavily  sedated.  The  bullet  hit  two  vertebrae  and  the  doctors  are 
worried  about  a blood  clot.  They  are  also  waiting  for  the  swelling  to 
go  down  before  they  can  get  the  bullet  fragments  out  of  him. 

Have  a question  or  comment  E-Mail  us  at 
easterndoor@axess . com 

send  mail  to  pandora@pandoras-box.net  with  questions  or  comments  about 
this  web  site. 

Design:  Pandora  Multimendia  Inc. 

Copyright  c.  1998  The  Eastern  Door 
Revised:  Dune  14,  1999. 

"RE : Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee  News"  

Date:  Sun,  06  Dun  1999  21:43:14  -0500 
From:  "Irma  L.  Muniz"  <aou@earthlink.net> 

Subj : Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee  News 

Enclosed  is  current  information  on  the  status  of  Ramsey  Muniz  and  other 
Mexicanos  who  are  unjustly  kept  in  solitary  confinement.  Please 
distribute. 

CURRENT  PLANS  Daime  Gutierrez,  National  Coordinator  of  the  Ramsey  Muniz 
Defense  Committees,  will  travel  to  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to  visit  Ramsey 
Muniz  at  the  end  of  Dune.  Agustine  C.  Eichwald,  our  California  State 
Coordinator,  will  accompany  Mr.  Gutierrez.  They  will  discuss  the  current 
situation  which  has  kept  Mexicanos  in  solitary  confinement  since  December 


of  1998. 

Gutierrez  will  also  participate  in  a Conference  for  Political  Prisoners. 
The  conference  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

SIXTH  SUN  WRITINGS  BY  RAMSEY  MUNIZ  Throughout  this  year  and  into  the  21st 
Century  you  will  hear  about  a new  movement  as  it  relates  to  Latinos, 
Hispanics  and  Chicanos,  but  it  not  a new  movement.  It  is  a 21st  Century 
awakening  and  rising  of  the  ancient  indigenous  spirits,  roots,  and  blood  of 
the  last  500  years.  This  ancient  spiritual  awakening  will  take  our  hearts 
and  minds  into  the  realm  of  the  21st  Century. 

We  are  the  ancient  movement  - the  same  movement  that  began  500  years  ago. 
It  is  this  movement  and  this  movement  only  that  will  bring  us  together  as 
one  race,  as  one  tribe,  as  one  nation,  and  as  Mexicanos  once  and  for  all. 

The  ultimate  goal  of  this  ancient  indigenous  Cultural  Revolution  is  not 
only  about  liberation,  justice,  and  reclaiming  of  our  land,  but  more 
importantly  about  the  removal  of  the  physical  barriers,  mental  barriers, 
and  obstacles  that  have  kept  us  divided  for  the  last  500  years. 

It  is  a historical  fact  that  the  Berlin  Wall,  the  Iron  Curtain,  and  the 
Cold  War  have  fallen  and  gone  away.  Yet  the  purpose  of  the  oppressor  is  to 
divide  us  by  the  new  designs  and  methods  which  include  concrete  walls,  barb 
wires,  rivers,  and  storm  troopers  (INS).  Why  divide  us?  Why  are  they 

afraid?  It  is  our  destiny  that  we  become  one  nation  again. 

I am  not  here  to  bring  division,  separation,  or  hostility  among  Hispanics, 
Latinos,  Chicanos,  or  Mexicanos,  but  to  bring  unity,  destiny,  truth, 

courage  and  spirit  as  one  people.  We  are  one  blood  - one  race  - one  nation 

- a nation  that  began  before  the  invasion.  We  belong  to  the  ancient  nation 
of  Cem  Anahuac  - - the  indigenous  nation  that  awaits  the  return  of 
Quetzalcoatl . 

Within  a certain  period  of  time,  we  will  witness  Hispanics,  Latinos,  and 
Chicanos  come  together  under  the  ancient  banner  of  Mexicayotl.  The  ancient 
prophecy  reveals  that  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun  will  be  an  awakening 
about  ourselves.  We  are  the  Sixth  Sun  - - the  consciousness  of  our  people. 

Ramsey  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 

"Not  in  vain  do  I stand  chained  and  shackled  in  solitary  confinement,  for 
it  is  I and  the  Mexicas  who  will  adhere  to  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun." 

Free  Ramsey  Muniz 
http : //home. earth link. net /~aou 

"RE : Conference  on  Behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Dun  1999  17:31:54  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : For  immediate  release 


Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Below  is  a press  release  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference. 
Please  fax  and  email  it  to  your  local  media  contacts. 

Also,  we  have  now  received  our  first  shipment  of  Leonard's  new  book, 
PRISON  WRITINGS,  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE  edited  by  Harvey  Arden.  If  you 
order  the  book  through  the  LPDC,  half  of  the  money  will  be  used  toward 
Leonard's  defense.  Order  now!!!  Thank  you. 

LPDC 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  - DUNE  14,  1999 
International  Organizing  Conference  on  Behalf  of 
Native  American  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier 
Dune  25,  26,  and  27  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 

Contact:  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Gina  Chiala  or  Bobby 
Castillo 

Phone:  (785)  842-5774 
Fax:  (785)  842-5796 


Press  Conference: 

Location:  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  in  front  of  the  Auditorium 


Date:  Friday,  Dune  25 

Time:  5:00  PM  (As  Freedom  Runners  Arrive) 

Interviews  with  Panelists: 

Interviews  with  panelists  can  be  arranged  at  the  press  conference  or  by 
calling  the  LPDC  office 

Human  Rights  workers,  grass  roots  activists,  lawyers,  lobbyists,  and 
educators  from  across  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world  will  be  attending, 
speaking,  and  facilitating  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Dune  25,  26,  and  27 
at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University.  The  goal  of  the  conference  is  to 
unite  and  focus  the  mounting  support  to  gain  proper  medical  treatment  and 
freedom  for  Native  American  Federal  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier.  Peltier  is 
deemed  to  be  a political  prisoner  by  Amnesty  International  who  is  calling 
for  his  "immediate  and  unconditional  release."  Many  people  such  as  renowned 
Human  Rights  activist  and  lawyer,  Dennifer  Harbury,  legal  counsel  for  Nelson 
Mandela,  Lennox  Hinds,  recently  released  political  prisoner,  Geronimo  Di 
Daga  Pratt,  and  former  South  African  Political  Prisoner,  Dennis  Brutus  have 
recently  joined  the  campaign.  Additionally,  survivors  of  the  infamous 
1973-1976  "reign  of  terror"  in  which  over  sixty  Indigenous  People  from  the 
Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation  in  South  Dakota  were  murdered,  have  recently 
rejoined  the  campaign  to  speak  out  about  the  political  climate  and  shoot 
out  which  lead  to  Mr.  Peltier's  incarceration. 

As  a show  of  solidarity  with  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference, 
a 600  mile  Run  For  Freedom  will  start  in  Covington  Kentucky  on  Dune  21st 
and  will  arrive  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  Kansas  on 
Friday  Dune  25.  Such  runs  were  traditionally  done  by  Indigenous  Peoples  to 
carry  messages  from  one  village  to  another.  Today  such  runs  are  similarly 
used  by  Native  Americans  to  raise  awareness  about  issues  facing  their 
communities.  Runners  from  Dapan,  Europe  and  Australia  will  be  joining  the 
run  as  well.  The  runners  are  scheduled  to  arrive  at  Haskell  University  at 
5:00  PM  on  Friday  evening.  A press  conference  will  be  held  at  this  time. 
Interviews  with  panelists  can  be  prearranged  by  the  LPDC. 

The  registration  fee  for  the  three  day  conference,  which  is  open  to  the 
public,  is  twenty-five  dollars.  The  conference  will  open  on  Friday  evening 
with  a prayer  by  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader,  David  Chief  and  cultural 
presentation  by  Oglala  survivors  and  Peltier's  grandchildren  as  well  as  a 
reading  from  Peltier's  recently  released  book,  PRISON  WRITINGS,  MY  LIFE  IS 
MY  SUNDANCE  and  will  be  followed  by  panel  discussions  on  Saturday  and 
strategy  work  shops  on  Sunday. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  <lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dune  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 


you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Welbaum,  Billy  Doe 
#327-862 
PO  Box  45699 

Lucasville,  OH  45699-0001 
Date  of  Birth:  9/23/59 
Ancestry:  Navajo 

Williams,  lames  Joseph 
#186904  3CCC 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Williams,  Mark  Andrew 
#235-737 
PO  Box  740 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  6/8/66 

Wolfgang,  Jr.,  Eric  J. 

# BZ-2211  D/B/28 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE:  Navajo  Jets"  
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From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 
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Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Navajo  Jets 

On  the  Navajo  Reservation  it  was  summertime  and  many  of  the  people  in 
the  community  were  running  around,  cooking  stew,  making  bread  and  some 
were  resting.  In  the  evening  everyone  would  head  over  to  the  old 
church,  it  was  first  Rev.  Kobases  church,  Christian  Reformed  built  a 
long  time  ago,  before  I was  born.  It  sits  against  a hill  just  a stone 
throw  away  from  the  Toadlena  Trading  post.  Every  year  as  far  as  I could 
remember  everyone  went  to  the  annual  church  doings,  Scott  Redhouse  was 
preaching  and  the  ladies  would  cook  and  the  kids  would  play.  All  the 
Navajo  families  came,  some  by  truck,  some  by  wagon  and  others  just 
walked.  There  would  be  a potluck  by  the  community  each  night,  and  after 
the  preaching  was  done  everyone  would  eat  and  then  visit,  sometimes 
long  toward  night.  There  were  groups  of  people  off  the  mountain,  from 
the  flatland  as  far  away  as  Bistai,  Burnham,  there  people  from 
Shiprock,  Red  Rock  and  Waterflow. 

It  was  a good  time,  it  didn't  matter  who  you  were.  Baptist,  Catholic, 


Wellen,  Shawn 
#199-224 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43302 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Fox 

Wilson,  Harold  Gene 
DOC  930692 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  9/4/68 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Wogan,  Terry  Orin 
#308-685 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/24/60 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Protestant,  everyone  came  to  listen  because  the  message  was  to  treat 
each  other  well  and  it  had  no  boundaries  and  that  man  could  sure 
preach.  I used  to  go  there  and  after  a time  you  get  to  know  the  others 
who  came.  It  was  during  this  time  I met  Phil,  my  lifelong  friend  and 
with  him  all  my  cousins.  We  once  had  a group  picture  taken  and  there 
were  so  many  we  couldn't  fit,  so  they  took  a picture  of  all  the  adults 
and  then  one  of  all  the  kids.  I was  not  to  old  during  that  time  and  so 
stood  with  the  kids,  though  I thought  of  my  self  as  older  then  them. 

Now  when  I look  at  the  picture  I see,  me,  just  a kid,  back  then  I 
didn't  think  so. 

You  have  to  understand  we  used  to  hang  around  when  they  butchered  the 
sheep  and  watched  the  cooking.  One  of  the  best  dishes  was  to  get  a bowl 
of  stew  with  a piece  of  backbone  in  it,  it  was  better  if  had  lots  of 
meat  cooked  just  right.  It  sure  tasted  good.  In  the  midst  of  all  the 
preaching  and  goings  on,  we  would  go  around  looking  for  bones.  We  used 
to  collect  these  bones  in  particular  the  backbones  of  sheep,  you  know 
the  ones  where  people  eat  them  all  the  way  to  the  bone,  no  fat, 
gristle,  just  clean  all  the  way  down  to  the  bone.  We  found  a place  on 
the  hill  and  after  a while  we  would  lay  down  on  our  backs  and  watch  the 
sky. 

We  could  see  the  jets  way  up  there,  they  were  small  and  had  end  trails 
that  were  white  and  streaked  clear  across  the  sky.  We  would  talk  about 
those  guys,  they  were  just  like  us  and  after  a while  we  would  sit  there 
and  play.  Mike,  Phil,  lames.  Steely,  a boy  from  the  Wilson  family  and  a 
couple  of  Manuelito  boys  from  Newcomb,  Harrison  and  his  brother.  We 
would  divide  up  the  backbones  we  found  and  would  play  with  them.  We 
were  Steve  Canyon,  maybe  some  of  you  are  too  young  to  remember  him,  but 
we  would  be  jet  pilots,  because  he  was  a jet  pilot  cartoon  character. 
There  we  sat,  playing  with  our  Navajo  lets,  those  old  sheep  backbones, 
they  were  our  way  of  flying  high  and  with  them  our  dreams.... 
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WEALTH 


The  man  I have  in  mind  owns  little  gold. 

No  city  lots  or  fertile  farming  land: 

No  shares  of  railroad  stock  in  his  name  stand. 
No  bond  or  note  or  mortgage  does  he  hold; 

No  costly  vestures  do  his  form  enfold: 

No  prancing  steeds  or  equipages  grand 
Nor  humblest  servant  are  at  his  command: 

In  all  these  ways  the  world  has  proven  cold. 

He  has  no  titles,  holds  no  place  of  power; 

His  daily  labors  bring  him  small  return; 


Upon  him  Fortune  often  seems  to  lower; 

His  lot  is  such  as  many  a man  would  spurn; 
But  he  is  rich  in  conscience  and  in  health. 
And  in  his  love  for  man  lie  mines  of  wealth! 
I AMES  RAYMOND  PERRY. 


SOME  THINGS. 

THAT  BOYS  OUGHT  TO  KNOW  IN  ETIQUETTE. 

Grandmother  always  knew  just  the  proper  thing  for  a boy  to  do,  and 
sometimes  she  would  get  her  grandsons  together  and,  peering  over  the 
tops  of  her  glasses  severely,  would  say  to  them: 

Boys'  if  you  want  to  be  known  as  little  gentlemen,  remember  that  the 
following  things  should  be  done: 

Hat  lifted  in  saying  "Good-by"  or  "How  do  you  do?" 

Hat  lifted  when  offering  a seat  in  a car  of  acknowledging  a favor. 

Keep  step  with  anyone  you  walk  with. 

Always  precede  a lady  upstairs  and  ask  her  if  you  may  precede  her  in 
passing  through  a crowd  or  public  place. 

Let  a lady  pass  first  always,  unless  she  asks  you  to  precede  her. 

In  the  parlor  stand  until  every  lady  is  seated. 

Look  people  straight  in  the  face  when  speaking  or  being  spoken  to. 

Let  ladies  pass  through  a door  first,  standing  aside  for  them. 

In  the  dining  room,  take  your  seat  after  ladies  and  elders. 

Never  play  with  knife,  fork  or  spoon. 

Do  not  take  your  napkin  in  a bunch  in  your  hand. 

Eat  as  fast  or  as  slow  as  others  and  finish  the  course  when  they  do. 

Rise  when  ladies  leave  the  room  and  stand  till  they  are  out.  If  all 
go  out  together  gentlemen  stand  by  the  door  till  ladies  pass  out. 

Special  rules  for  the  mouth  are  that  all  noise  in  eating  or  smacking 
of  the  lips  should  be  avoided. 

Cover  the  moth  with  hand  or  napkin  when  obliged  to  remove  anything 
from  it. 

Use  your  handkerchief  unobtrusively  always. 

Always  knock  at  any  private  room  door. 


A SUCCESSFUL  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Miss  Gaither  known  at  Carlisle  as  having  been  one  of  us  for  a short 
time  and  now  Superintendent  of  the  Umatilla  Agency  Boarding  School  is 
making  quite  an  enviable  reputation  for  herself.  The  following  taken 
from  The  East  Oregon,  published  at  Pendleton,  in  relation  to  an 
entertainment  given  by  the  school  recently,  speaks  for  itself: 

Thursday  evening  the  closing  exercises  of  the  government  school  for 
Indian  children  occurred.  Quite  a number  of  persons  attended  from 
Pendleton,  and  they  all  speak  in  usual  terms  of  appreciation  for  ht 
evidence  given  of  thorough  training  by  the  instructors,  and  the 
brightness  of  the  pupils.  Miss  Gaither,  the  superintendent,  was  in 
charge  of  the  program,  and  received  many  expressions  of  commendation  for 
the  fine  showing  her  pupils  made. 

The  school  here  has  been  the  subject  of  highly  commendatory  reports 
from  inspectors  who  have  visited  it  recently,  for  the  size  and  extent  of 
the  school  is  said  to  be  classed  among  the  best  in  the  entire  list  of 
government  Indian  schools. 

The  program  rendered  Thursday  evening  was  enjoyed  in  every  number. 
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Samuel  Tilden,  of  Spalding,  Idaho,  says  he  is  in  good  health,  and 
renews  for  the  HELPER,.  That  is  one  way  to  keep  in  good  health. 

Louisa  Provost  likes  her  new  home  in  the  country,  and  expects  to  have 
a pleasant  and  profitable  summer. 

Guy  Leroy  Stevick,  '85  who  has  been  practicing  law  in  Denver,  Col, 
for  a number  of  years,  was  appointed  Assistant  City  Attorney. 

- [Dickinsonian . 

Mr.  Stevick  is  Major  Pratt's  son-in-law. 

The  2nd  Given's  League  was  defeated  by  a team  from  town  last  Saturday; 
score  8 to  7.  To  use  language  of  the  reporter,  "Stay  with  them"  small 
boys,  even  if  they  are  larger  than  you  are. 

What  are  they  observing  so  closely?  The  ants  at  work.  And  so  when  a 
group  of  little  boys  are  lying  at  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree  watching 
something,  one  may  be  sure  they  have  Professor  Schurr's  ant  stories  in 
mind  and  are  making  a study  of  the  busy  little  creatures. 

Are  you  warm?  How  do  you  think  the  poor  women  feel,  who  have  to  sew 
for  their  living  these  days  in  small  crowded  rooms  called  sweat  shops, 
in  big  cities,  with  heated  brick  walls  all  around  them,  and  no  chance 
for  God's  fresh  air  to  reach  them?  How  is  the  furnace  man  standing  it, 
as  he  works  over  red  hot  iron?  If  there  is  a breath  of  air  stirring  we 
get  it  at  Carlisle. 

yes.  Indeed,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  sees  what  our  boys  and  girls  on 
farms  are  doing.  For  instance,  on  eof  our  girls  the  other  day  thought 
she  would  mount  a steed  and  go  look  for  the  cow.  In  fact  she  wanted  a 
VIEW  of  the  farm,  and  as  she  was  bare-headed  with  hair  flying  in  the 
breeze  she  made  a picture  for  an  artist.  But  wait!  The  picture  came  to 
a sad  end;  for  at  full  speed  Angeline  imagined  herself  a veritable  rough 
rider,  the  saddle  strap  turned  and  down  came  viewer  and  all,  head  first 
while  the  horse  picked  up  his  heels  and  scampered  off  to  the  stable.  We 
are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  one  was  seriously  hurt. 

Major  Pratt  has  gone  to  New  York  City  on  business,  and  before  he 
returns  will  attend  the  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Fallsington  High 
School,  from  which  Dohn  Dillon  graduates  this  year.  We  are  always 
proud  of  our  students  when  they  go  through  a school  that  is  not 
distinctively  race,  Dohn  ha  sour  congratulations,  and  we  believe  he 
will  choose  a line  of  usefulness  off  of  the  reservation  where  business 
and  thrift  are  more  popular  than  idleness  and  ration  getting. 

One  of  the  boys  wrote  on  his  class  paper,  "House  of  Comets"  for  "House 
of  Commons"  and  then  argued  with  his  teacher  that  he  was  right.  "Had  he 
not  looked  in  his  dictionary,  and  did  not  the  dictionary  say  Comet  was  a 
member?"  That  was  as  far  as  he  read.  Had  he  continued  he  would  have 
seen  that  to  be  a member  of  the  solar  system  was  quite  different  from 
being  a member  of  the  lower  house  of  parliament,  but  he  was  very  soon 
convinced  of  his  mistake. 

Program  for  Saturday  evening.  Dune  10,  on  the  band  stand  is  as 
follows : 

1.  March,  "Military  Maiden"  -Wheeler;  2.  Overture,  "Wm.  Tell" 

-Rossini;  3.  "Operatic  Potpourri"  -Beyer;  4.  "Valse  Mexicaine"  -Estrada; 
5.  Patrol,  "Blue  and  Gray"  -Dalbey;  6.  (a)  "Chant  de  Espana"  - Ripley; 
(b)  "Dem  dear  old  days"  -Tregina;  7.  Overture,  "Tannhauser"  -Wagner;  8. 


"Stan  Spangled  Banner." 

Mr.  Dames  Wheelock  played  an  acceptable  clarinet  solo  at  the  Dickinson 
College  Glee  Club  and  Orchestra  Concert  in  Bosler  Hall,  last  Monday 
evening.  He  was  encored  and  responded  with  The  Last  Rose  of  Summer 
beautifully  rendered  and  highly  appreciated.  In  the  Glee  Club  we 
recognized  Mr.  Cayou,  class  '96  of  our  school,  now  Freshman  of 
Dickinson . 

Miss  Cochran  has  lost  a very  pretty  breastpin  which  she  values 
highly.  Any  one  finding  it  will  kindly  carry  it  to  the  owner.  The  pin 
is  a gold  one  and  enameled  and  is  a collection  of  rings  artistically 
fastened.  It  was  lost  on  Tuesday  evening,  perhaps  in  the  lane,  perhaps 
in  Henderson's  Woods,  perhaps  on  the  grounds.  Let  us  all  look  for  it! 

Ah!  Very  nice!  We  have  the  pleasure  this  week  of  announcing  the 
marriage  of  our  former  student  and  Sergeant-Major,  Mr.  Chester 
Cornelius,  now  clerk  at  Darlington,  Oklahoma  to  L.  Gertrude  Smith,  at 
the  Darlington  Mission  on  Dune  7th.  Mr.  Cornelius  has  hearty 
congratulations  showered  upon  him  from  hosts  of  Carlisle  friends. 

We  have  the  best  water  in  the  land  - a cool,  cistern-stored  drink.  Do 
not  waste  it  by  pumping  2 or  3 cupfuls  to  wash  out  the  cup.  A very 
little  will  do  for  that.  The  summer  rains  are  not  allowed  to  run  in  the 
cisterns,  and  the  water  may  give  out,  then  what?  Why,  warm  hydrant 
water  after  that. 

Thomas  Walker  says  that  a base  ball  game  was  played  at  Line  Ridge, 
Columbia  County,  between  the  Indians  up  that  way  and  the  Cabin  Run  boys, 
and  the  Indians  won  by  a score  of  18  to  14.  That  is  right.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  wants  the  Indians  to  win  at  everything. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Weather  man. 
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Cherry  pie  next. 

Strawberry  feasts  galore! 

Goodbye  steam,  for  a while. 

Mr.  Kemp  is  taking  a vacation. 

Mrs.  Dandridge  is  off  for  a vacation. 

The  late  rains  put  all  vegetation  on  the  jump. 

Dickinson  Commencement  has  had  a warm  week. 

Strawberry  pickers  are  in  demand  at  the  farm. 

Samuel  Spencer  and  sister  Mamie  have  gone  west. 

Strawberry  shortcake  for  the  student  body.  Yum-yum! 

The  three  Bailly  sisters  have  gone  to  their  homes  in  the  west. 

We  play  Harrisburg  Country  Club  at  Harrisburg  tomorrow. 

Mrs.  Peter,  of  Chicago,  is  visiting  her  daughter  at  our  school. 

The  mangle  boys  at  the  laundry  enjoyed  a feast  of  berries  on 
Wednesday. 

A select  company  ate  strawberries  in  Miss  Cochran's  room  on  Wednesday 
evening. 

Strawberries  are  plentiful  to  market  and  our  own  patches  are  beginning 
to  be  picked. 

A game  between  the  Seniors  and  Duniors  as  we  go  to  press.  It  will  be 
an  interesting  game  to  watch. 

Second  Given's  League  of  baseball  boys  in  full  baseball  uniform  were 
photographed  by  Miss  Ray  the  other  day. 

We  are  grieved  to  learn  of  the  severe  illness  of  Mrs.  Kemp,  the  wife 
of  our  instructor  in  harness-making,  who  resides  in  town. 

A small  class  was  asked  in  Sunday  school  the  name  of  Ananias'  wife, 
and  a bright  little  Indian  boy  replied:  "Mrs.  Ananias." 

School  adjourned  on  Wednesday  that  teachers  and  others  might  attend 
the  Commencement  Exercises  of  Dickinson  College. 

Mr.  George  B.  Snyder,  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  State  Normal  School, 
Shippensburg,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Forster,  on  Sunday. 

Mrs.  Lindsay,  and  children,  of  Huntingdon,  paid  a visit  recently  to 
their  mother  Mrs.  Rumsport,  the  efficient  cook  at  the  teachers'  club. 

Mr.  S.  Cushman  Caldwell,  of  the  Editorial  Staff  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  were  among  the  distinguished  visitors  on 
Tuesday. 


Caleb  Sickles  and  Edward  Rogers,  Dickinson  "Preps,"  have  gone  to  the 
seashore  for  the  summer,  to  earn  some  pennies  and  to  take  in  the  fresh 
sea-breezes . 

Mrs.  Riddle,  wife  of  General  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Cumberland  Valley 
R.R.  and  Mrs.  Senseney  of  Chambersburg,  were  Sunday  guests  of  Miss 
Senseney . 

Miss  Bowersox  gave  an  evening  to  her  King's  Daughters,  Wednesday 
night,  the  pr9och  and  lawn  in  front  being  the  reception  room,  and 
strawberries  the  principal  refreshment. 

The  rival  companies  at  our  school  in  athletics  are  A and  D.  In  a game 
of  ball  played  between  these  two  companies  on  Saturday  evening  Company  D 
won  by  a score  of  10  to  1. 

The  one  hundred  and  sixteenth  baccalaureate  sermon  of  Dickinson 
College,  by  Dr.  George  Edward  Reed,  President  of  the  College,  was 
attended  by  most  of  our  faculty. 

The  King's  Sons  with  Miss  Nellie  Robertson  as  hostess  were  the  guests 
of  honor  on  her  balcony  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  strawberries  were 
buried  out  of  sight. 

A class  of  little  Indian  boys  was  asked  to  make  a small  problem  in 
Arithmetic  and  this  is  the  way  one  of  their  questions  read:  A boy  had 
four  cents  he  lost  how  many  boys  3 cents  he  left? 

The  shop  instructors  and  a few  others  were  invited  in  to  dip 
strawberries  with  the  printers  on  Saturday  afternoon  in  honor  of  the 
departure  of  Mr.  St.  Cyr.  Full  dress  consisted  of  work-aprons  and 
shirt-sleeves. 

Mr.  St.  Cyr,  Chief  of  the  Printing  Office  Mailing  Department,  left  on 
Tuesday  evening  for  his  home  in  Winnebago,  Nebraska,  where  he  will  spend 
thirty  days'  leave,  rusticating  among  friends  and  old  associates. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Stone,  of  Harrisburg,  visited  us  on  Wednesday.  The 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  gave  and  inspiring  little  talk  on  the  progress 
of  civilization,  to  the  student  body  assembled  at  supper.  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Biddle,  of  Carlisle,  accompanied  the  distinguished  guests. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  the  small  boys  had  a treat  of  strawberries  - 
a box  for  each  room  of  three  occupants.  They  were  delighted  to  be  able 
to  dip  them  into  pulverized  sugar  in  so-called  fashionable  form.  Some 
of  the  smallest  boys  returned  the  boxes  to  Mrs.  Given  with  notes  of 
thanks . 

Miss  Alice  Pauli  Ray,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  was  a guest  of  her  aunt 
- Miss  Pauli  of  the  Academic  Department.  Miss  Ray  thinks  that  Carlisle 
is  a pretty  nice  place,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  that  she  saw. 

In  her  short  stay  at  the  school  she  formed  many  friends  who  wish  that 
she  may  soon  come  again. 

That  sharp  lightning  on  Wednesday  struck  the  trolley  wire,  and  running 
into  the  laundry  burned  out  two  fuses.  It  made  considerable  snapping 
around  the  printing  office  motor,  but  did  no  damage.  The  trolley  was 
standing  by  the  laundry  at  the  time  and  it  did  not  take  the  passengers 
long  to  get  out  of  the  car  and  into  the  laundry. 

Rev.  Dr.  Lippincott,  of  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  was  a 
guest  of  Major  Pratt,  for  a day  or  two.  The  Doctor  came  to  attend  some 
of  the  exercises  connected  with  Dickinson  College  Commencement.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  he  was  a Professor  of  the  College  for  a number  of 
years,  during  which  time  he  served  the  school  very  acceptably  as 
chaplain . 

A personally  conducted  tour,  the  party  consisting  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Atkinson,  and  Miss  Sallie  Atkinson,  of  Doylestown,  and  Mrs.  Warner 
Thompson  of  Penna  Park,  Bucks  County,  arrived  as  guests  of  miss  Ely  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  with  Mrs.  Thompson  as  conductor.  The  latter  is  a 
niece  of  Miss  Ely  and  the  others  mentioned  are  cousins.  They  departed 
on  Tuesday  having  had  a good  time,  they  claimed,  and  taking  with  them 
the  regrets  of  many  old  and  newly  formed  acquaintances  that  they  could 
not  remain  longer. 


(page  4) 

IS  IT  TRUE? 


A writer  of  a private  letter  says: 

"My  chief  reason  for  disliking  institution  life  is  that  almost  always 
one  finds  there  the  petty  gossiper  and  mischief-maker." 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  like  the  writer  to  point  out  ANY  small 
community  of  people  where  these  two  obnoxious  characters  are  not  found. 

He  does  not  like  institution  life  either,  but  for  other  reasons. 

If  by  institution  life  the  writer  of  our  letter  speaks  from  the  pupils' 
standpoint  in  an  institution  where  young  boys  and  girls  are  taken  and 
kept  within  certain  bounds  for  a series  of  years,  then  we  are  with  her, 
in  that  institution  life  is  not  desirable. 

Young  people  need  the  influence  of  home  life. 

The  Carlisle  boys  and  girls  get  this  influence  through  our  Outing. 

They  gain,  in  their  duties  in  the  country  homes,  if  the  homes  are  the 
right  kind  (and  the  greatest  care  is  taken  to  place  our  puils  in  good 
homes)  the  experience  which  builds  up  independence  of  character,  and 
which  cannot  be  taught  in  an  institution. 

But  the  writer  of  the  letter  referred  to  above,  evidently  means 
institution  life  for  the  employee,  and  she  goes  on  to  say: 

"How  can  any  one  descend  to  the  smallness  of  watching  others  to  see  if 
one  has  more  privileges  than  another,  and  to  talk  of  such  things  when 
there  are  so  much  better  things  worth  thinking  of?" 

This  is  a good  point  for  all  institution  workers  to  consider. 

We  at  Carlisle  are  fortunate  in  being  located  in  a college  town  of 
exceptional  educational  privileges  and  incentives,  but  persons  who 
having  such  advantages,  READ  not  and  STUDY  not  outside  of  their  routine 
work;  if  they  are  interested  only  as  far  as  their  own  small  department 
is  concerned,  and  care  not  for  self-improvement,  they  are  apt  to  find 
time  to  talk  more  than  they  should  about  other  peoples'  affairs,  and  say 
unkind  things,  sitting  with  idle  hands  and  worse  than  idle  brains  in 
judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  others;  and  they  are  the  ones  to  take  to 
themselves  the  question  of  our  correspondent: 

"How  can  they  descend,  etc." 

But  isn't  it  strange?  It  is  not  I who  would  do  such  things;  it  is  not 
you . 

The  most  indolent  person  in  the  world  sees  indolence  only  in  others. 

The  greatest  talker  does  not  think  he  talks,  but  only  hears  others. 

CURE  FOR  TALE  BEARING. 


Miss  Hannah  More,  a celebrated  writer  who  died  more  than  sixty  years 
ago,  had  a good  way  of  managing  tale-bearers.  It  is  said  that  whenever 
she  was  told  anything  derogatory  of  another  her  invariable  reply  was, 
"Come,  we  will  go  and  ask  if  it  be  true."  The  effect  was  sometimes 
ludicrously  painful.  The  tale-bearer  was  taken  aback,  stammered  out  a 
qualification,  or  begged  that  no  notice  be  taken  of  the  statement.  But 
the  good  lady  was  inexorable;  off  she  took  the  scandalmonger  to  the 
scandalized  to  make  inquiry  and  compare  accounts.  It  is  not  likely  that 
anybody  ever  a second  time  ventured  to  repeat  a gossip  story  to  Hannah 
More.  One  would  think  her  method  of  treatment  would  be  a sure  cure  for 
scandal . 

NOT  AN  INDIAN  - NOT  A WHITE  MAN,  BUT  A MAN. 


The  good  news  comes  from  the  Fort  Belknap,  Indian  School,  Montana, 
telling  of  the  marriage  of  two  of  our  graduates  Mr.  Benjamin  Caswell, 
'92,  to  Miss  Leila  Cornelius,  '96. 

Superintendent  Frank  Terry,  writes  thus  to  Major  Pratt,  of  the  happy 
event : 

"I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you,  and  through  you  the  school,  friends 
and  former  classmates  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Caswell  and  Miss  Leila  Cornelius, 
that  these  young  people  were  married  here  yesterday.  (May  29th.) 

Mr.  Caswell,  whom  you  will  remember,  is  a Minnesota  Chippewa,  came  to 
this  school  as  teacher  in  September,  1895;  and  Miss  Cornelius,  a 
Wisconsin  Oneida,  came  also  as  teacher,  November,  1897. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell  are  deservedly  popular  here.  The  wedding 


ceremony  took  place  at  the  little  town  of  Chinook,  and  on  their  return 
the  entire  school  turned  out  to  meet  them  at  the  ferry  crossing.  Milk 
River,  and  they  were  otherwise  made  to  feel  that  the  affections  and  best 
wishes  of  every  one  were  with  them.  Their  quarters  at  this  school  are 
fitted  up  in  a most  tasteful  manner. 

I regard  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell  as  among  the  most  efficient  and 
agreeable  employees  I have  met  in  the  Indian  Service. 

They  are  not  Indians,  you  know,  or  are  they  whites. 

Mr.  Caswell  is  a MAN  among  MEN,  and  Mrs.  Caswell  is  a woman  among 
women . 

The  question  of  race  has  been  entirely  eliminated." 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Enough"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  1999  08:11:41  -0500 
From:  gars@wolf star . com 
Subj : Enough 

If  I am  given  the  honor  of 
Keeping  the  Sacred  Fire 
Will  honorable  intent  be 
Enough 

Will  those  who  do  not  know 
What  it  means  to  me  and  those 
I do  this  for,  will  it  be  honor 
Enough 

Are  the  smudge  and  the  corn  and  the 
Cedar  that  prepares  the  circle 
And  honors  the  ways  I have  been  given 
Enough 

Will  it  ever  be  enough  or  is 
It  possible  that  the  fact  I worry 
About  my  worthiness  will  make  it  just 
Enough 

No,  it  will  never  be  and  I will 
Never  be,  but  with  every  breath,  and 
Every  heartbeat  I will  strive  to  be 
Enough 


"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  99  02:25:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  27-Duly  3 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

27 

The  gifted  storyteller  brings  the  past  to  life. 

28 

In  the  chant  of  the  ages  lies  the  secret  heart  of  the  people. 

29 

The  mountains  stand  like  sentinels  above  my  valley. 

30 


All  space  and  time  live  within  me. 

IULAI 

(July) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

Duly  was  the  month  in  which  the  ohia  fruit  began  to  ripen. 

1 

I am  the  moon's  child,  born  of  starlight  and  dewfall. 

2 

The  beauty  of  the  wilderness  renews  my  spirit. 

3 

We  were  all  born  in  the  stars. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Dune  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  15  Dun  1999  12:23:29  -0500 
From:  rick  smith  <rsmithl@d . umn . edu> 

Subj:  The  Shadow  of  the  Red  Man:  "A  Gathering  in  the  Old  Ways  in 
Honour  of  our  Ancient  Prophets"  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 


Another  Invitation 


Prophecy 

The  Shadow  of  the  Red  Man:  "A  Gathering  in  the  Old  Ways 
in  Honour  of  our  Ancient  Prophets" 

(Four  Directions  Gathering) 

Sagkeeng  First  Nation--Fort  Alexander,  Manitoba 
Dune  18-21,  1999 

Second  Call/Follow-up  information  of  the  Four  Directions  Gathering  to  be 
held  in  Sagkeeng  First  Nation,  Fort  Alexander,  Manitoba,  Canada,  Dune 
18-21,  1999. 

A second  invitation  to  the  four  directions  of  man  (all  people)  is  made  for 
all  those  who  wish  to  join  us  in  ceremony  for  peace.  We  will  gather  the 
way  our  Ancient  Ones  did  long  ago--around  the  sacred  fires. 


This  important  call  is  made  as  it  becomes  urgently  clear  through  recent 
displays  of  violence  in  the  world  (war  in  Yugoslavia  and  high  school 
tragedies)  that  we  have  truly  reached  a time  in  our  spiritual  evolution  to 
finally  gather  the  four  directions  of  man  together  as  one.  It  has  become 
clearly  evident,  that  our  society  lacks  the  understanding  of  the 
importance  of  spiritual  connection.  Divine  intervention  is  the  only 
course  of  resolve  to  the  madness  we  see  in  the  world  today.  In  order  for 
this  spiritual  intervention  to  manifest  we,  as  human  beings,  must  find  in 
our  hearts  faith  and  belief  in  the  power  of  the  spirit.  It  is  time  to  sit 
in  prayer  and  ceremony  honouring  our  spiritual  ancestors  of  the  past.  It 
is  time  to  ask  for  spiritual  direction  (through  prophecy  of  the  ancient 
ones)  to  bring  peace  and  love  to  the  world. 

According  to  the  prophecy  of  the  Redman,  the  8th  and  final  fire  will  be 
lighted.  The  8th  fire  represents  a fire  of  choice.  We  are  being  given  a 
time  to  choose.  At  this  gathering,  we  will  choose  the  sacred  path.  We 
will  have  representation  from  every  race  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  unity. 
The  sacred  drums  will  be  sounded--which  will  echo  into  the  universe  to 
help  create  an  opening  for  the  voices  that  speak  of  peace  and  love.  For 
our  voices  to  be  heard  we  must  sound  the  sacred  drums  of  all  nations.  We 


will  form  an  alliance  with  the  force  of  nature.  We  will  stand  with  the 
ancestors.  We  will  call  to  wisdom  keepers  of  the  stars  to  help  guide  us 
through  the  difficult  times  that  we  are  about  to  encounter. 

Many  have  called  requesting  a detailed  program.  The  program  essentially 
is  about  sharing  teachings,  expression  of  feelings--particularly  hearing 
from  the  young  people.  There  will  be  ceremonies  of  prayer  and  healing 
under  the  stars  and  around  the  sacred  fire.  There  will  be  sharing  of 
prophecies  of  different  nations.  The  vision  of  the  Redman  will  be  shared. 

This  gathering  is  about  giving--sharing  in  what  we  hope  will  lead  to  a 
collective  vision  that  will  define  our  sacred  responsibilities  and  the 
changes  we  must  make  if  we  are  to  survive  as  humankind.  It's  about  the 
unavailing  of  the  truth.  Each  morning  will  begin  with  prayer. 

Sweatlodges  will  be  available  for  purification  and  sharing  circles  for 
discussion.  We  will  create  an  environment  for  everyone  to  actively 
participate.  On  the  final  day--Dune,  21st  we  will  join  in  a world  prayer 
ceremony.  At  the  present  time,  we  have  been  notified  of  sacred  fires 
being  lighted  around  the  country  to  coincide  with  the  gathering.  The 
gathering  will  be  of  a ceremony  setting--the  way  the  Ancestors'  did  it 
long  ago--close  to  Mother  Earth.  So  bring  a tent,  a tepee. .. .everyone 
will  be  responsible  for  themselves  (food,  etc.).  Elders  will  be  billeted 
in  private  homes  in  the  community.  Sagkeeng,  (Fort  Alexander)  is  75  miles 
northeast  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  Take  Highway  #59  North  to  Highway  #11 
South,  Go  10  miles  until  you  reach  Sagkeeng.  Signs  will  be  posted  to 
direct  you  to  the  site  of  the  gathering.  Telephone  for  further 
information:  204-367-2186. 

In  spirit  and  peace  for  all  people, 

Neeghani  Aki  Innini,  (Leading  Earth  Man) 


Date:  Tue,  01  Dun  1999  13:50:26  -0400 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Leonard  Peltier  Conference 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a copy  of  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  Program.  If  you 
have  not  registered  yet  but  are  planning  on  attending  please  do  so  now! 

This  is  especially  important  for  anyone  planning  to  stay  in  a dorm  room.  If 
you  know  of  people  who  are  coming  please  ask  them  if  they  have  registered. 

In  two  weeks  we  have  to  give  Haskell  University  our  final  count  on  rooms 
and  meals  and  after  that  we  will  be  unable  to  register  anyone  who  needs  a 
dormitory  room  and/or  meals  provided.  Thank  you  and  we  look  forward  to 
meeting  you  soon ! ! ! 

The  LPDC  staff  collective 

Program  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference 
Sponsored  By  the  LPDC 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774/fax  (785)  842-5796 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University- -Lawrence,  Kansas 
FRIDAY,  DUNE  25 

2:00  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Registration  at  Haskell  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  - 6:30  p.m.  Dinner  at  Cafeteria  and  Welcoming  by  LPDC  staff  and 
Peltier  family. 

7:00  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m.  Opening  prayer  and  Peltier  honoring  song  will  be 
followed  by  a cultural,  historical,  and  political  presentation  on  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  it.  This  panel  discussion 
will  be  presented  by  Oglala  survivors.  Dean  Bordeaux  Roach,  Dean  Day,  and 
Edgar  Bear  Runner. 

SATURDAY,  DUNE  26 

7:00  Morning  ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  breakfast 

9:00-10:00  Presentation  by  Legal  Team--Eric  Seitz,  Dennifer  Harbury,  Carl 
Nadler,  Dim  Leonard  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on  Leonard's  current 
legal  situation.  Seitz  is  a Criminal  lawyer  who  represented  Leonard  during 
his  last  appeal  and  is  currently  handling  his  medical  situation  as  well  as 
exploring  new  legal  possibilities.  Dennifer  Harbury  is  an  attorney  and 
renowned  human  rights  activist.  She  and  Dim  Harrington  will  update  us  on 


the  effort  to  have  the  remaining  6000  FOIA  documents  released  as  well  as  a 
possible  complaint  with  the  OAS.  Carl  Nadler,  who  has  been  representing 
Leonard  since  the  trial  will  discuss  current  issues  regarding  the  Federal 
Parole  Board.  Facilitator:  Gina  Chiala,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:00-10:30  Questions  and  Answers  for  the  legal  team 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Prison  Issues--During  this  presentation  ex-prisoners , Flelen 
Felix  Baca,  Ben  Carnes,  Bobby  Castillo,  and  Ida  Robinson  as  well  as  Native 
Prisoner  Advocate,  Deborah  Peebles,  will  talk  about  some  of  their 
experiences  in  prison  and  some  important  current  prison  issues  and  relate 
this  to  what  Leonard  is  experiencing.  Bobby  Castillo  is  an  ex  Marion 
Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met  Leonard  in  prison  and  was  vital  in  obtaining 
the  European,  Italian,  and  Belgian  Resolutions  in  support  of  freedom  for 
Peltier.  Helen  Felix  Baca  was  in  maximum  security  federal  prison  for  four 
years  and  also  is  an  advocate  for  Leonard.  Ben  Carnes  is  a former  prisoner, 
a National  Spokesperson  for  the  LPDC,  and  an  advocate  for  Native  prisoners. 
Ida  Robinson  was  a political  prisoner  for  10  years  and  has  since  become  a 
strong  advocate  for  prisoners  with  children.  Deborah  Peebles  works  with 
the  United  Tribes  Cultural  Group  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary. 

Facilitator:  Jaime  Gutierrez,  Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee 
12:00-1:00  lunch 

1:00-2:15  International  Campaign--The  International  Campaign  to  free  Peltier 
is  important.  Many  human  rights  atrocities  have  come  to  an  end  because  of 
pressure  from  the  international  community.  During  this  presentation 
Mandela's  lawyer  and  human  rights  activist,  Lennox  Hinds,  European  LPSG 
coordinator,  Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini,  former  South  African  Political 
Prisoner,  Dennis  Brutus,  and  a representative  for  Amnesty  International  will 
discuss  current  actions  being  taken  on  an  international  level  for  Peltier. 
Possibilities  of  future  international  strategies  will  be  explored  as  well. 
Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
2:15-2:30  Break 

2:30-4:00  Panel  on  Grass  Roots  Organizing- -A  proposal  for  upcoming  actions, 
public  outreach  and  fund  raising  will  be  presented.  Also  discussed  will  be 
the  history  of  Non-Violent  Civil  Disobedience,  group  decision  making,  and 
on-campus  organizing.  This  panel  will  be  presented  by  First  Nations 
activist  and  Professor,  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  Food  Not  Bombs  co-founder,  CT 
Butler,  North  West  Regional  LPSG  coordinator,  Arthur  Miller,  and 
co-defendent  of  the  Chicago  8 and  life  long  activist,  David  Dellinger. 
Facilitator:  Patricia  Benabe',  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
4:00-4:15  break 

4:15-5:30  Political  Prisoners--How  can  we  continue  to  strengthen  the 
movement  to  free  all  political  prisoners?  What  legal  and  grass  roots 
actions  can  be  taken  on  a group  level?  This  panel  discussion  will  be  lead 
by  Safiaya  Bukari,  Jericho  spokesperson,  Geronimo  3i  3aga,  recently  released 
Black  Panther  Political  Prisoner,  Pam  Africa,  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia 
Abu  Jamal  and  MOVE  member,  Marcos  Vilar,  Defense  Committee  for  Puerto  Rican 
Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War,  Jamila  Levi,  companera  of  freedom 
fighter,  Ray  Luc  Lavasseur,  former  political  prisoner.  Bear  Lincoln 
(invited),  Andrew  Ascherl  for  Mondo  we  Langa  and  Ed  Poindexter,  and  Jaime 
Gutierrez,  National  Defense  Coordinator  for  La  Raza  political  prisoner, 
Ramsey  Muniz. 

Facilitator:  Bobby  Castillo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
5:30-6:30  Dinner 

6:30-7:30  Political  Prisoner  Panel  continued. 

8:00-10:00  Entertainment  and  open  class  rooms  available  for  auxilary 
meetings . 

SUNDAY,  3UNE  27 

7:00  Morning  Ceremony  led  by  David  Chief,  Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 
8:00  Breakfast 

9:00  - 10:30  Lobbying  Presentation--This  presentation  will  update  us  as  to 
what  current  lobbying  efforts  are,  who  is  supportive,  and  how  we  can  help 
support  these  efforts.  Jennifer  Harbury,  lawyer  and  renowned  human  rights 
activist,  Ernie  Stevens,  Jr.  Vice  President  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  Keith  Jennings,  president  of  the  African  American 
Human  Rights  Foundation  will  be  on  this  panel  and  they  will  also  talk  about 


the  most  effective  ways  to  lobby  elected  officials,  tribal  governments,  and 
NGOs. 

Facilitator : lean  Day,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
10:30-10:45  Break 

10:45-12:00  Break  into  Working  Groups  for  Introductions 
12:00-1:00  Lunch 

1:00-2:30  Begin  developing  Working  Group  Strategies-Topics  of  working  groups 
will  be: 

Future  Direct  Action/Demonstrations 
Lobbying  and  Letter  Writing 
Fund  Raising 

Media/Writing/Speaking  and  Public  Outreach 
On-Campus  Organizing 
Legal  Research 

2:45-4:00  Continue  Working  Groups-develop  concrete  strategies. 

4:00-5:00  Closing  with  working  group  proposals  and  closing  ceremony  by 
David  Chief  , Lakota  Spiritual  Leader 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < 

lpdc-change@mail-list . com 

with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 


Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 


Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Homecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Subj : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 

Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@inf i . net> 


Subj:  psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : 10HN  JEFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  10  Jun  1999  23:49:19  EDT 

Subj : Summer  NA  Events/North 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
Southern  States 
KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  lack  (502)  286-8167, 
Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  lerry  (812)  732-4613. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County  Intertribal  Festival,  Davis  Bridge 
(Rockfish).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 

OKLAHOMA 

Duly  2-4:  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Quapaw.  Info:  (918)  542- 
1853. 

Duly  8-11:  Sac  & Fox  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info:  (918) 
968-3526. 

Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Dance  Ceremonial,  Anadarko.  Info:  (405)  247-6651. 
TENNESSEE 

Duly  10-11:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  Dim  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 
Presented  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights.  Hours: 
Saturday,  10am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am-5pm.  MC:  Nick  Mejia;  HSD:  Wagon  Burners 
(Conehatta,  MS);  HND:  Beaver  Dam  Singers  (Philadelphia,  MS);  HM:  Don 
Redbear;  HL:  Brandy  lenkins;  Special  Guest:  Vernon  Williams.  Educational 
focus  on  Southeastern/Woodland  Indians.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  Sandi  or  Diane  (615)  871-0940,  or,  Pat  or  Debbie 
(615)  885-9402. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Frosty  Deere,  Robert  Dorman,  Dim  Steele,  Glenn  Dohnson  via  Chris  Milda, 
Dohnny  Rustywire,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe/A.N.N.A.  FOUNDATION, 

Danet  Smith,  Frank  Blazquez,  Arthur  Miller,  Rainforest  Action  Network, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Irma  Muniz,  Nancy  Thomas,  Keely, 

Larry  Innes,  Barbara  Landis,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Debra  Sanders 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Dul  5 02:38:19  1999 
Date:  Tue,  29  Dun  1999  19:09:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.027 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Dakota  red  cherries  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  salmon  go  up  rivers  in  a group 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  FOL-L,  Minnlnd,  Innu-L, 
Hawaii  Info  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"American  Indians  share  a magnificent  history  - rich  in  its  outstanding 
diversity,  its  integrity,  its  spirituality,  its  ongoing  unique  culture 
and  dynamic  tradition.  It's  also  rich,  I am  saddened  to  say,  in  tragedy, 
deceit,  and  genocide.  Our  sovereignty,  our  nationhood,  our  very 
identity  - along  with  our  sacred  lands  - have  been  stolen  from  us  in  one 
of  the  great  thefts  of  human  history.  And  I am  referring  not  to  just 
the  thefts  of  previous  centuries  but  to  the  great  thefts  that  are  being 
perpetrated  on  us  today,  at  this  very  moment.  Our  human  rights  as 
indigenous  peoples  are  being  violated  every  day  of  our  lives  - and  by 
the  very  same  people  who  loudly  and  sanctimoniously  proclaim  to  other 
nations  the  moral  necessity  of  such  rights." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibway/Lakota  from  _Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  my 

Sun  Dance_  by  Leonard  Peltier,  Edited  by  Harvey  Arden.  I _STRONGLY_ 
urge  you  to  obtain  and  read  this  book.  I further  urge  you  to  order 
it  from  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  P 0 Box  583,  Lawrence  KS 
66044,  Phone  785-842-5774.  If  you  order  the  book  through  the  LPDC, 
half  of  the  money  will  be  used  toward  Leonard's  defense. 

Date:  Fri,  25  Dun  1999  06:58:28  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "D.  Patnode"  <dbp@csd.uwm.edu> 

Subj:  Today  in  History:  Dune  25th 
>Dune  25,  1876 

>Lt.  Col.  George  A.  Custer  and  more  than  200  federal  troops  of  the  7th 
>Cavalry  lost  their  lives  in  what  became  known  as  the  Battle  of  the 
>Little  Bighorn,  or  Custer's  Last  Stand.  The  battle,  which  took  place 
>after  the  7th  Calvary  attacked  a large  camp  of  Sioux  and  Cheyenne 
>Indians,  was  part  of  a governmental  effort  to  remove  Indian  groups 
>from  Southern  Montana. 

> 

>Kate  Bighead,  a Cheyenne  woman,  participated  in  the  battle: 

>http : //www. stedwards .edu/cf pages/far r all/eye. htm 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  I 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

I so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 

[ Dourney  | 

I The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  j 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 

[ | of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | for  self. 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  editor  of  _Sota  Iya  Ye  Yapi_  felt  Harold  Ironshield's  guest  editorial 
was  worthy  of  the  editorial  space  in  that  newspaper.  I feel  the  message 
Harold  sends  needs  to  be  read  and  considered  by  as  many  as  possible.  It  is 
an  honor  to  let  it  stand  as  this  week's  editorial. 

Also  consider  subscribing  to  _Sota  Iya  Ye  Yapi_  newspaper  of  the 
Sisseton-Wahpeton  Sioux  Tribe,  SWST  Tribal  Mail  Room,  TiWakan  Tio  Tipi, 

P.0.  Box  628,  Sisseton,  S.D.  website:  http//www. earthskyweb . com/sota . html 

Guest  Editorial:  Dishonoring  Our  Existence  - An  Indigenous  Perspective  on 
Racism  in  Society 

(Editor's  note:  The  following  guest  editorial  comes  from  Harold  Iron 
Shield.  While  prejudice  and  institutional  racism  are  nothing  new  for 
Indian  country,  this  editorial  commentary  points  to  a disturbing  rise  in  a 
particular  "brand"  of  racism  coming  to  Indian  Country.) 

Historically,  racism  in  all  forms  has  been  a fact  among  Tribal  nations  in 
North  America  and  it  is  devastating  to  all  of  its  victims.  To  tribal 
members  wherever  they  are,  racism  is  a combination  of  stereotyping, 
prejudice  and  discrimination. 

Historical  racism  in  most  instances  carry  the  attitudes  of  many  white 
Americans  who  think  they  are  better  than  the  other.  And,  for  Tribal 
members  it  is  hard  to  even  exist  in  society  back  in  the  late  1800 's. 

In  1862,  the  largest  mass  hanging  or  execution  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  took  place  in  Mankato,  Minnesota.  The  hanging  of  38  Dakota 
Warriors  who  defended  their  homelands  was  carried  out  by  order  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln.  After  the  hanging  the  U.S.  order  the  arrest  of 
Dakotas  who  were  still  free  and  offered  bounties  for  their  scalps. 

Today,  we  understand  racism  from  one  generation  to  another.  Racism  is  like 
a sore,  it  won't  go  away.  I carry  the  burden  of  my  grandparents  and  their 
parents  as  we  attempt  to  live  in  harmony  with  those  who  hate  us. 

On  Duly  3,  1986,  a Tribal  newspaper  from  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation 
reported  the  Dakota  Action  Committee  based  in  Grand  Forks  is  actively 
seeking  membership  for  the  K.K.K.  Its  chairman,  Adryan  Killean,  states 
that,  "Everyone  is  eligible  to  join  the  K.K.K  if  you  are  a red-blooded 
Native  American  citizen  and  believe  with  us."  On  their  recruitment 
materials  it  states,  "If  you  are  a native  born  loyal  U.S.  citizen,  18 
years  old,  a white  gentile  person  of  temperate  habits,  of  Christian  faith, 
and  believe  in  white  supremacy  and  American,  please  fill  in  below." 

White  supremacy  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  moving  closer  to  Indian 
country.  White  supremacist  type  graffiti,  swastika  and  other  signs  have 
been  growing  on  or  near  reservations  nationally.  Between  1993  and  1994, 
the  Aryan  Nations  expanded  its  operations  from  three  to  30  states. 

The  history  of  White  Supremacy  is  rich  and  growing  in  areas  where  people 
of  color  are  in  large  numbers.  Many  of  us  think  of  the  devastating  effects 
of  racism  very  often.  We  live  our  lives  day  after  day  never  thinking  about 
the  deep  scars  that  incidents  of  racism  leave. 

Finally,  in  1968,  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  also  known  as  the  Indian 
Bill  of  Rights,  was  passed.  This  law  provided  for  statutory  restrictions 
on  tribal  governments  similar  to  those  found  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  under 


the  U.S.  Constitution. 


However,  this  law  has  not  succeeded  in  stopping  racism  or  hate  crimes 
generated  towards  tribal  members  nationally  who  supposedly  are  protected 
by  this  1968  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act.  So  far  it  hasn't  worked. 

In  October  1992,  the  National  Indian  Education  Association  put  out  a call 
for  action  the  next  500  years.  In  the  call  it  ask  for  a revalidation  of  U. 
S.  government-to-government  commitments  via  Constitutional  amendment, 
treaty  and/or  federal  legislation  that  will  ensure  the  recognition  and 
protection  of  basic  human  rights  of  American  Indian  and  Alaskan  Native 
people  which  includes  the  practice  of  religious  freedom,  the  retention  of 
native  languages. 

And  in  today's  society  we  strive  for  the  best  we  can  to  survive  and 
continue  the  life  that  our  creator  has  given  us  to  enjoy.  We  try  our  best 
to  not  allow  the  laws  of  the  whiteman  to  disturb  our  livelihood  as  we  live 
in  harmony  with  all  creation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30277,  U.S. A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Not  welcome:  Demonstrators  carry  the  "Welcome  to  Nebraska"  border  sign 


through  Whiteclay,  claiming  the  town  should  belong  to  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  under  a treaty  land  description.  Rioting  began  after  they  threw 
the  sign  on  Nebraska  87  on  the  southern  edge  of  town. 


WHITECLAY  --  They  marched  for  their  dead  brothers,  their  dead  sons,  their 
dead  people.  About  2,000  Oglala  Sioux  people  marched  from  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  to  this  Sheridan  County  border  town, 
the  center  of  anguish  for  those  who've  lost  family  members  here. 

For  four  hours,  the  emotional  march  progressed  peacefully.  Then,  in  one 
hour  of  white-hot  anger,  it  disintegrated  into  looting,  arson  and  a police 
standoff. 

"We're  here  today  to  tell  Nebraska,  all  the  way  to  the  governor,  that 
this  is  our  land,"  said  Russell  Means,  an  Oglala  and  high-profile  member 
of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  as  he  stood  on  the  north  edge  of  town. 

Minutes  after  his  speech,  the  blue-sky  Nebraska  day  spun  out  of  control. 

Before  it  was  over,  a line  of  roughly  40  law  enforcement  officers  -- 
some  wearing  Plexiglas  face  shields  and  carrying  tear  gas  guns  --  marched 
into  town. 

As  Nebraska  State  Patrol  troopers  and  Oglala  Tribal  Police  struggled  to 
gain  control  of  the  situation,  a tense  standoff  ensued  in  the  center  of 
the  unincorporated  village. 

It  started  with  about  a dozen  Indian  men  tearing  down  the  large  metal 
"Welcome  to  Nebraska"  sign  on  the  edge  of  town  and  ended  with  looting  and 
a fire  at  VI 's  Market  in  Whiteclay. 

Protesters  pelted  officers  with  rocks,  epithets  and  screams  of 
"murderers"  and  "killers."  One  Indian  officer  repeatedly  beat  a protester 
with  a baton,  but  no  shots  were  fired.  A Los  Angeles  Times  photojournalist 
shooting  pictures  of  the  looting  was  struck  by  protesters  and  had  cameras 
stolen.  Another  photographer  also  had  his  cameras  taken. 

"Whiteclay  is  no  longer  Whiteclay,  you  lost  it  to  the  Lakotas,"  one 
woman  shouted  at  authorities. 

No  arrests  were  made,  according  to  Nebraska  State  Patrol  spokeswoman 
Terri  Teuber.  An  investigation  is  ongoing  into  the  fire.  No  injuries  were 
reported,  she  said,  but  several  Indian  people  appeared  to  have  suffered 
minor  cuts,  scrapes  and  bruises  in  the  melee. 

By  late  afternoon,  officers  regained  full  control,  but  the  word  around 
the  reservation  was  that  some  people  were  attempting  to  rally  another 
assault  on  the  town. 

"I  just  can't  believe  it  can  happen  in  the  United  States,"  said  VI ' s 
market  owner  Vic  Clarke,  after  firefighters  had  left  and  as  he  tried  to 
take  stock  of  his  losses.  "I  just  can't  believe  it."  Making  sense  of  the 
violence  may  never  happen,  but  its  roots  go  back  27  years  to  an  Oglala  man 
named  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder. 

On  a February  night  in  1972,  the  hard-drinking  brothers  Leslie  and 
Melvin  Hare  beat  Yellow  Thunder,  stripped  him  from  the  waist  down,  stuffed 
him  in  a trunk  and  drove  around  Gordon.  At  one  point,  they  tried  to  force 
the  injured,  half-naked  man  onto  a crowded  dance  floor  at  the  American 
Legion . 

Yellow  Thunder  spent  the  night  in  jail.  The  next  morning,  he  went  to  a 
Gordon  used  car-lot,  sat  behind  the  wheel  of  a pickup  and  died  of  a brain 
hemorrhage. 

"The  Oglala  people  stood  up  and  said  that's  enough  and  they  took  over 
Gordon  for  two  days,"  Means  said  Saturday.  In  a gymnasium  full  of  tribal 
members  in  Pine  Ridge,  he  recalled  the  AIM  protest  he  led  to  the  Sheridan 
County  seat  27  years  ago.  Since  then,  there  have  been  unsolved  murders  on 
the  reservation,  but  it's  difficult  to  pinpoint  an  exact  number. 

During  the  lawless,  violent  times  of  the  early  1970s,  tribal  police 
known  as  "goon  squads"  hunted  AIM  members,  who  represented  a threat  to  the 
elected  leadership,  said  Clyde  Bellecourt  of  Minneapolis,  one  of  AIM's  co- 
founders . 

In  the  early  to  mid-1970s,  more  than  60  unsolved  murders  occurred  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  according  to  tribal  members  and  scholars  who've 
researched  the  era. 

Mark  Vukelich,  an  FBI  supervisory  special  agent  in  Rapid  City,  S.D., 
disagreed.  He  said  the  number  of  unsolved  homicides  is  "a  handful."  So 


when  Wilson  "Wally"  Black  Elk  Dr.  and  Ronald  Hard  Heart  were  found  dead 
Dune  8 in  a reservation  highway  ditch  a few  hundred  yards  north  of 
Whiteclay,  it  harkened  to  the  days  of  Yellow  Thunder. 

Two  weeks  after  the  bodies  were  found,  family  members  had  received 
little  information  about  the  killings.  Tom  Poor  Bear,  an  Oglala  living  in 
Rapid  City  who  is  the  brother  of  Black  Elk  and  the  cousin  of  Hard  Heart, 
said  he  felt  the  old  suspicions  creeping  in. 

Rumors  ran  rampant,  especially  around  Whiteclay.  The  village  is  the 
closest  place  to  buy  beer  for  people  living  on  the  dry  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  Friends  have  reported  last  seeing  the  victims  taking  the  two- 
-mile  walk  south  at  various  times  before  their  deaths. 

One  of  the  most  persistent  rumors  is  that  a Sheridan  County  sheriff's 
deputy  killed  the  men.  Authorities,  from  the  FBI  to  Sheriff  Terry  Robbins, 
said  the  rumor  is  unfounded. 

"They  can  deny  all  they  want  to  the  mistreatment  of  Indians,  but  we've 
experienced  it,"  Poor  Bear  said. 

In  addition.  Poor  Bear  said  there  have  been  about  a half-dozen 
unattended  deaths  in  and  around  Whiteclay  in  the  past  few  years.  Poor  Bear 
added  that  families  of  the  deceased  all  saw  evidence  the  victims  were 
beaten . 

Sheriff  Robbins  said  he  was  familiar  with  four  of  the  cases  and  the 
deaths  were  caused  by  alcohol,  exposure,  a fall  and  a pedestrian-vehicle 
accident.  Officials  with  the  FBI  and  the  Oglala  Sioux  tribal  police  said 
they  knew  of  no  unsolved  homicides  in  recent  years. 

When  asked  about  allegations  that  Sheridan  County  law  enforcement 
authorities  ignore  crimes  against  Indians,  County  Attorney  Dennis  King 
said,  "I  don't  even  want  to  dignify  that  comment.  We  do  our  duty  and  it 
doesn't  have  anything  to  do  with  race."  Pine  Ridge  is  the  second-largest 
of  the  nation's  320  Indian  reservations.  Its  boundaries  encompass  roughly 
5,000  square  miles  at  the  foot  of  the  Badlands,  and  it  is  home  to  about  18 
000  Oglala  Sioux. 

History  breathes  in  the  Pine  Ridge,  and  it  stirs  the  people  like  the 
wind  sways  a field  of  buffalo  grass.  This  is  the  land  of  Crazy  Horse  and 
Red  Cloud,  perhaps  the  greatest  warriors  of  the  Indian  Wars. 

Each  Dune  26,  the  Oglala  call  a tribal  holiday  to  celebrate  their  1876 
victory  over  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer  at  the  Little  Big  Horn. 

Once  nomadic  bison  hunters,  the  government  forced  the  Oglala  to  adapt  to 
the  fixed  lifestyle  of  white  European  settlers  more  than  a century  ago. 

The  government  provided  housing,  food,  medicine  that  began  a relationship 
of  dependency  that  still  exists  today. 

That  relationship  has  not  been  good  for  the  Oglala. 

Residents  of  reservations  face  staggering  unemployment.  It  is  estimated 
that  eight  out  of  10  people  living  on  the  Pine  Ridge  are  jobless. 
Unemployment  causes  widespread  poverty  and  Shannon  County,  S.D.,  is 
considered  the  poorest  in  America. 

Poverty  leads  to  despair.  Depression  is  common  and  suicide  rates  on  the 
reservation  are  six  to  eight  times  the  national  average.  Social  service 
workers  say  up  to  90  percent  of  Pine  Ridge  residents  have  alcohol  problems 

"I  don't  think  people  truly  understand  the  things  we're  faced  with,  it's 
tragic,"  said  Leon  Matthews,  an  Oglala  living  in  Pine  Ridge  village  who  is 
pastor  of  the  Lakota  church.  The  People  Gathered  To  Pray. 

To  make  matters  worse,  the  reservation  is  reeling  from  its  worst  natural 
disaster.  On  Dune  4 and  5,  tornadoes  ripped  through  the  reservation 
village  of  Oglala,  destroying  22  mobile  homes  and  damaging  60  other  houses 
and  buildings. 

A 45-year-old  Oglala  man.  Donas  Belt  Dr.,  died  in  the  storm  and  40 
others  were  injured. 

People  left  homeless  by  the  twisters  now  live  with  family  or  at 
temporary  Red  Cross  shelters  set  up  in  school  dormitories.  Nylon  camping 
tents  --  usually  reserved  for  traveling  to  sacred  Sun  Dance  ceremonies  -- 
are  now  common  sights  around  Oglala  village. 

This  is  what  awaited  three  of  the  American  Indian  Movement's  most  noted 
leaders  when  they  came  to  the  reservation  Friday. 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  Dennis  Banks  and  Russell  Means  led  the  siege  at 
Wounded  Knee  in  February  1973.  By  the  time  the  standoff  came  to  an  end  71 


days  later,  it  was  the  longest  armed  conflict  on  American  soil  since  the 
Civil  War. 

The  three  AIM  leaders  came  back  to  protest  what  they  see  as  the  latest 
round  of  racially  motivated  killings.  Although  not  universally  accepted 
among  Pine  Ridge  residents,  they  drew  a packed  house  Saturday  morning  at 
Billy  Mills  Hall. 

"We're  up  against  people  who  think  it's  OK  to  kill  Indian  people,"  Banks 
said.  "They  think  it's  OK  because  they'll  get  away  with  it."  The  air 
inside  the  gym  was  infused  with  the  aroma  of  burning  sage  and  tobacco. 

Soon,  a band  of  Oglala  drummers  sang  a prayer  song  in  honor  of  Black  Elk 
and  Hard  Heart. 

Families  and  friends  said  both  men  were  kind  and  willing  to  help  out 
others  on  the  reservation.  Black  Elk,  40,  was  described  as  a spiritual  man. 
He  loved  his  nieces  and  nephews  and  was  working  to  put  his  life  together 
so  he  could  obtain  custody  of  his  six  children. 

"The  Great  Spirit  didn't  call  for  him,  somebody  sent  him,"  Poor  Bear 
said.  "Wally  had  too  many  things  to  do  here  on  Mother  Earth."  Hard  Heart, 
39,  worked  odd  jobs  and  was  always  willing  to  help,  said  Bamm  Brewer,  an 
Oglala  who  raises  bison  on  a ranch  west  of  Pine  Ridge  village.  But  Hard 
Heart  had  a drinking  problem  and  he  hung  out  at  Whiteclay  a lot. 

"Sometimes  I'd  pick  him  up,  take  him  home  and  let  him  sober  up,"  Brewer 
said.  "Now  I wish  I would  have  done  a better  job  looking  out  for  him." 

After  the  rally,  the  marchers  poured  onto  the  streets  of  Pine  Ridge.  The 
drum  singers  loaded  into  a pair  of  pickups  and  the  people  began  their  2- 
mile  march  to  Whiteclay. 

Several  hundred  yards  long,  the  procession  filled  the  highway  from 
shoulder  to  shoulder.  Marchers  sang,  thrust  their  fists  into  the  air  and 
beckoned  people  lining  the  route  to  join  in.  Family  members  carried 
photographs  of  the  victims. 

When  they  reached  the  spot  where  the  bodies  were  found,  the  families 
walked  down,  said  more  prayers  and  planted  flags  in  the  ground.  Then  the 
marchers  crossed  into  Whiteclay.  The  procession  went  to  the  south  edge  of 
the  town  and  back  to  the  state  line. 

Along  the  way,  some  people  yelled  "start  it  on  fire,"  but  people  laughed 
and  seemed  not  to  take  it  seriously. 

Means  told  the  people  the  Dawes  Act  of  1887  gave  the  pine-covered 
escarpments  of  northwestern  Nebraska  to  the  Oglala.  He  said  he  will  urge 
tribal  leaders  to  seek  the  return  of  the  land  to  the  Lakota. 

Soon  after,  about  a dozen  Indian  men  began  shaking  a large  metal  sign  on 
the  north  side  of  Whiteclay.  Before  long,  "Welcome  to  Nebraska,  the  Home 
of  Arbor  Day,"  was  being  lifted  by  the  group  and  carried  through  the 
streets  of  Whiteclay. 

They  carried  the  sign  to  the  south  edge  of  town,  where  a pair  of 
Nebraska  State  Patrol  cruisers  waited.  They  slammed  it  down,  spat  on  it 
then  taunted  the  troopers. 

As  they  turned  back  into  town,  others  smashed  the  glass  doors  of  VD's 
Market.  Soon  looters  began  pouring  out  of  the  market  carrying  cartons  of 
Marlboros,  cases  of  Pepsi,  boxes  of  candy  and  even  watermelons. 

Observers  said  the  looters  targeted  the  market  because  its  owner  has  a 
reputation  for  mistreating  --  even  assaulting  --  Indian  people.  Market 
owner  Vic  Clarke  called  the  allegations  absurd. 

As  the  State  Patrol  cars  slowly  crept  toward  the  looters,  rocks  flew. 
Soon,  thin  smoke  started  seeping  from  the  market  doors. 

A fire  truck  drove  up  to  the  store,  but  firefighters  abandoned  it  after 
being  pelted  by  rocks  and  bottles.  That  seemed  to  prompt  the  officers  to 
move  in. 

For  what  seemed  like  hours,  angry  faces  shouted  at  each  other  over  an 
invisible  line  in  the  highway.  Police  wanted  the  protesters  to  move  back 
to  the  state  line.  The  protesters  refused  to  budge  and  they  seemed 
particularly  incensed  by  the  tribal  police  who  stood  side-by-side  with  the 
Nebraska  officers. 

"Why  don't  you  stay  over  there,  traitors,"  a woman  yelled. 

Finally  the  tension  eased  somewhat  when  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud,  a 
respected  elder  of  the  tribe,  told  the  protesters  to  back  up.  Eventually, 
most  of  the  marchers  left  the  town.  The  AIM  leaders  apparently  left 


earlier. 

Meanwhile,  the  editor  of  the  Scottsbluff  (Neb.)  Star-Herald,  Steve 
Miller,  said  he  had  received  phone  calls  Saturday  from  protesters  who 
threatened  to  "take  over  the  town"  unless  Nebraska  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns 
arrived  by  today. 

"The  governor  doesn't  deal  with  demands,"  said  Chris  Peterson,  a 
spokesman  for  Dohanns.  "Making  a demand  that  the  governor  travel  two  miles 
or  two  hours  seems  foolish,  considering  the  governor's  open-door  policy. 

His  home  phone  number  is  listed  and  he  is  always  willing  to  listen  and 
work  with  people."  Sen.  Bob  Wickersham  of  Harrison  said  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  incident  but  said  he  "would  have  to  hope"  it  was  not  the  result 
organizers  intended. 

"I  can't  imagine  any  circumstances  under  which  it  is  appropriate  as  a 
form  of  protest  or  expression  to  destroy  property  or  to  harm  others,"  he 
said.  "I  do  not  think  that  additional  acts  of  violence  will  contribute  to 
any  reduction  in  future  violence,  nor  do  I think  it  serves  as  a salve  for 
old  wounds  or  injustices." 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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WHITECLAY  --  Quitting  time  at  the  Arrowhead  Inn  --  where  the  beer  is  cold 
and  sales  are  hot.  Dason  Schwarting  handled  a steady  stream  of  customers 
Friday  night,  taking  orders  for  Budweiser  and  Old  Milwaukee,  fetching 
singles,  12-packs  and  cases  from  walk-in  coolers,  tending  a cash  register 
he  rarely  had  time  to  close. 

Almost  all  the  patrons  of  the  small,  cinderblock  beer  store  were 
American  Indians.  They  took  their  purchases,  slipped  into  idling  cars  and 
drove  the  two  miles  north  to  the  5, 000-square-mile  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  just  over  the  South  Dakota  border. 

Outside  the  Arrowhead  Inn,  cars  rolled  along  the  stretch  of  Nebraska  87 
that  runs  through  this  collection  of  nearly  three  dozen  buildings  --  three 
grocery  stores,  a pawn  shop,  a service  station,  a cafe  and  a craft  store. 

More  than  half  the  buildings  are  abandoned,  but  the  unincorporated  town 
of  about  20  people  has  four  businesses  that  sell  beer.  And,  based  on  sales 
figures  from  the  Nebraska  Liquor  Control  Commission,  they  sell  a lot  of 
beer:  nearly  4 million  cans  per  year. 

Not  everyone  who  comes  to  Whiteclay  drives  back  to  the  reservation.  Some 
walk  to  town,  buy  beer  and  drink  along  the  highway.  Some  sleep  on  the 
sidewalks.  Others  lean  against  a stucco-covered  wall  and  panhandle  from 
anyone  who  happens  by. 

Many  Oglala  Sioux  tribal  members  say  the  border  town  profits  from  a 
historically  exploited  people,  feeding  life-threatening  addiction  on  a 
reservation  where  alcohol  sales  are  banned.  Some  say  the  public  beer 
drinking  in  Whiteclay  has  created  an  atmosphere  of  lawlessness,  where 
Indians  face  violence,  injury  and  even  death. 

"There's  a lot  of  prejudiced  people  there,"  said  Patricia  Black  Elk,  who 
lives  in  Pine  Ridge  village.  "They  don't  like  Indian  people  hanging  around 
up  there,  but  they  sure  like  them  for  their  money."  The  store  owners  in 
Whiteclay  see  it  differently. 


Don  Schwarting,  who  took  over  the  Arrowhead  Inn  from  his  father  and  may 
one  day  pass  it  on  to  his  son  lason,  said  he  doesn't  sell  to  intoxicated 
customers  and  he  doesn't  encourage  people  to  get  drunk. 

"I'm  not  the  problem/'  he  said,  rejecting  allegations  that  store  owners 
are  racists. 

He  acknowledged  some  patrons  of  Whiteclay  are  alcoholics,  but  said  many 
others  simply  like  to  enjoy  a few  beers  after  work. 

"I  once  heard  a customer  say,  "I  work,  I earn  my  money  and  I'll  spend  it 
how  I want,'"  he  said. 

Don  Schwarting  resents  outsiders  --  politicians,  some  tribal  members  and 
particularly  the  news  media  --  who  he  said  want  to  close  his  business. 

"They're  telling  people  how  to  live,  and  people  here  don't  like  it,"  he 
added . 

Across  the  highway  at  the  lack  and  lill  grocery,  owner  Tim  Hotz  doesn't 
sell  beer.  His  father  was  an  alcoholic,  he  said,  so  he  just  wouldn't  feel 
right  about  selling  it. 

"But  I would  fight  for  the  rights  of  the  other  store  owners  to  sell 
alcohol,"  he  said. 

He  then  made  a common  argument:  Shutting  down  Whiteclay  won't  end 
alcoholism  on  the  reservation. 

"There's  already  bootlegging  on  the  reservation  as  it  is,"  he  said.  "If 
a person  has  a need  for  alcohol,  they're  going  to  get  it."  Meanwhile,  a 
coalition  of  social  services  workers,  health  care  professionals, 
counselors,  clergy  and  law  enforcement  called  Border  Tiospaye  --  Lakota 
for  "extended  family"  --  is  looking  for  solutions. 

So  far,  the  group  has  strengthened  alliances  between  law  enforcement 
agencies  that  deal  with  Whiteclay  and  developed  programs  to  get  chemically 
dependent  people  into  treatment.  It  has  also  obtained  a grant  from  the 
Nebraska  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  and  the  Nebraska 
Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  to  hire  four  American  Indian  social  workers 
to  serve  native  families  in  the  Panhandle. 

loan  Frances,  coordinator  of  Panhandle  Partnership  for  Health  and  Human 
Services,  said  group  members  want  to  address  the  roots  of  alcoholism  on 
the  reservation,  namely  despair,  poverty  and  high  unemployment. 

"Behind  the  problems  of  Whiteclay  are  oppression  and  racism,"  she  said. 
"And  racism  affects  all  of  us.  It's  one  of  our  national  disgraces  and  we 
need  to  address  it." 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : AIM  Story  from  Whiteclay"  

Date:  Sun,  27  lun  1999  09:00:25  -0400 
From:  "lanet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : AIM  story  from  Neb  newspaper 

American  Indian  Movement  grew  in  response  to  its  times 
BY  10DI  RAVE  Lincoln  lournal  Star 

[Editorial  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 


At  its  peak  in  the  1970s,  the  American  Indian  Movement  was  on  the  front 
pages  of  the  nation's  newspapers.  Today,  it  is  a factionalized 
organization  with  two  competing  chapters:  Colorado  AIM  in  Denver  and  the 
American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council  in  Minneapolis.  Each  is 
led  by  staunch  native  activists  --  Russell  Means  in  Colorado  and  brothers 
Clyde  and  Vernon  Bellecourt  in  Minnesota. 

"Times  change,"  said  Robert  Warrior,  professor  of  American  Indian 
studies  at  Cornell  University.  "The  organization  didn't.  It  became 
obsolete."  Vernon  Bellecourt  disagrees. 


"The  American  Indian  Movement  is  not  fractionated.  What  we're 
experiencing  is  an  infiltration  of  about  10  or  12  people.  They  tried  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  group  was  divided.  We're  in  the  process  of 
isolating  them."  AIM  made  a low-key  debut  in  1968,  when  it  was  formed  in 
Minneapolis  to  protect  the  city's  urban  Indians  from  police  brutality. 
Dennis  Banks,  an  Anishinabe  Indian,  and  Clyde  Bellecourt  were  the  co- 
founders . 

Three  years  later  AIM  members  were  summoned  from  city  streets  to  South 
Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  to  seek  justice  for  people  who  felt  they 
had  none  after  the  February  1972  slaying  of  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder  in  a 
small,  western  Nebraska  town. 

Yellow  Thunder,  51,  died  of  a brain  hemorrhage  after  being  beaten  by 
Leslie  and  Melvin  Hare.  His  slaying  received  little  attention  until  the 
American  Indian  Movement  showed  up.  A caravan  of  about  150  cars  and  600 
Indians  drove  into  Gordon  to  protest  his  death.  The  killers  were  convicted 
of  manslaughter. 

"AIM  was  a response  to  the  times,"  said  Warrior.  "It  ended  up  becoming 
an  organization  that  responded  to  the  lives  of  Indian  people,  first  in  the 
urban  areas,  then  on  reservations.  The  real  turning  point  for  AIM  was  the 
murder  of  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder  in  Gordon,  Nebraska."  AIM  was  born  of  the 
U.S.  civil  rights  movement.  It  was  most  active  during  the  mid-  to  early 
1970s  and  well  into  the  '80s,  said  Warrior,  an  Osage  Indian  who  wrote 
"Like  a Hurricane:  The  Indian  movement  from  Alcatraz  to  Wounded  Knee."  A 
four-mile  caravan  of  Indian  activists  arrived  in  Washington,  D.C,  on  Nov. 
3,  1972,  the  end  of  what  was  called  the  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  March. 
When  they  arrived  they  took  over  and  barricaded  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  building.  The  standoff  ended  after  five  days.  In  February  1973  AIM 
members  occupied  Wounded  Knee,  S.D.,  to  dramatize  their  demands  for  free 
elections  of  tribal  leader,  investigation  of  the  Bureau  of  Indiana  Affairs 
and  review  of  all  U.S. -Indian  treaties.  The  group  surrendered  May  8 after 
officials  promised  to  investigate  its  complaints. 

The  standoff  cost  the  U.S.  government  $7  million  and  was  the  longest 
armed  conflict  in  the  United  States  since  the  Civil  War. 

"There  are  unconcluded  legal  matters  still  rippling  from  that  time," 
said  Richard  LaCourse,  editor  of  the  Yakama  Nation  Review.  "One  of  them  is 
the  trial  and  imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier."  Peltier,  an  American 
Indian  activist,  was  convicted  of  killing  two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  1975,  but  he  maintains  his  innocence,  and  his  supporters 
contend  authorities  lacked  sufficient  evidence  for  his  conviction. 

Despite  questions  of  AIM's  effectiveness  today,  said  Vernon  Bellecourt, 
"Even  our  detractors  will  say  we  brought  about  a rebirth  of  indigenous 
thought.  The  American  Indian  Movement  helped  get  people  on  the  Red  Road, 
sparking  spiritual,  cultural,  social,  economic,  political  and 
philosophical  thought.  That's  our  major  contribution."  ***  Jodi  Rave 
covers  Native  American  issues  for  Lee  Newspapers.  She  is  based  at  the 
Lincoln  Journal  Star  and  can  be  reached  at  (402)  473-7240  or  at 
jrave@journalstar .com. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

"RE : Pine  Ridge  Looks  Forward  to  Visit  by  Clinton"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Dun  1999  08:57:30  -0400 
From:  "Janet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : Clinton  visits  PR 

Pine  Ridge  looks  forward  to  July  7 visit  by  Clinton 
BY  KEVIN  ABOUREZK  Lincoln  Journal  Star 


PINE  RIDGE,  S.D.  --  Officials  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribe,  Housing  and  Urban  Development  and  other  agencies  met  with 


White  House  delegates  on  Saturday  here  to  discuss  President  Clinton's  Duly 
7 visit  to  the  reservation.  The  visit  represents  the  first  time  a sitting 
president  has  visited  the  Indian  reservation. 

"We're  making  history/'  said  Harold  Salaway,  Oglala  Sioux  tribal  council 
president . 

Salaway  welcomed  Lynn  Cutler,  Clinton's  senior  adviser  for  Indian 
affairs,  and  asked  her  to  relay  a welcome  message  to  the  president. 

"We've  got  a big  rez,  but  we've  got  big  arms,"  he  said. 

The  president's  visit  will  coincide  with  the  Native  American 
Homeownership  and  Economic  Development  Summit  to  be  held  in  Rapid  City, 

S.D.,  at  the  Rushmore  Plaza  Civic  Center.  Conference  highlights  include: 

--  A meeting  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  to  learn  about  President 
Clinton's  New  Markets  Initiative,  an  effort  to  generate  economic  activity 
on  reservations . Housing  and  Urban  Development  officials  will  discuss  key 
housing  and  economic  development  issues. 

--  Opportunities  to  network  with  corporate,  public  and  nonprofit  partners. 

--  In-depth  consultation  between  tribal  leaders  and  HUD. 

--  Opportunities  to  learn  more  about  innovative  housing  technology,  new 
opportunities  for  homeownership  programs  and  potential  economic  development 
programs . 

--  Cultural  events,  such  as  a traditional  honoring  dance  and  song 
presentation,  as  well  as  a reception  and  luncheons. 

Salaway  expressed  hope  for  Clinton's  upcoming  visit. 

"The  president's  visit  is  going  to  do  a lot  regionally,  not  just  for  the 
town  of  Pine  Ridge,"  he  said. 

Council  member  Manuel  Foolhead  thought  it  was  about  time. 

"The  United  States  is  obligated  to  other  foreign  nations,"  said  Foolhead. 
"We  should  be  a priority."  Cora  Dones,  area  director  for  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  described  the  need  for  such  priority  recognition. 

"We  live  in  Third  World  conditions,"  she  said,  while  standing  outside  the 
brick  building  that  houses  the  Oglala  Sioux  tribal  offices  in  Pine  Ridge. 
"We're  tired  of  living  in  poverty,  and  it's  time  to  make  a change." 
Meanwhile,  three  miles  away  in  Whiteclay,  American  Indians  erupted  following 
a protest  march  led  by  Indian  activists.  Little  mention  of  the  march  was 
made  during  the  meeting  between  tribal  officials  and  the  Clinton  delegation. 
However,  when  President  Salaway  heard  of  the  rioting,  he  expressed  deep 
concern . 

"I've  got  a civil  war  on  my  hands." 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Cherokee  chief  joe  byrd  blames  his  wife  for  the  wiretapping  'action  plan' 
Chuck  Shipley 
Press  Release 
May  28,  1999 

This  week  during  a hearing  before  Magistrate  Dudge  Eagan  in  the 
wiretapping  case  against  Chief  Byrd  and  others  of  his  administration. 


Chief  Byrd  told  Judge  Eagan  that  the  "Action  Plan"  for  the  use  of  the 
illegally  taped  conversations  was  his  wife's,  not  his.  Under  discussion 
was  the  April  13,  1997  memorandum  entitled  "Orders  from  the  Chief"  which 
describes  how  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Administration  are  to  use  the 
tapes  in  order  to  discredit  the  Cherokee  Supreme  Court  Justices. 

Chief  Byrd's  brother-in-law,  Terry  Barker,  immediately  pointed  out  to 
Judge  Eagan  that  Joe  Byrd  was  not  telling  the  truth  to  the  Judge  with 
regard  to  this  "Orders  from  the  Chief"  memo.  Mr.  Barker,  a Tulsa  lawyer, 
told  the  Court  that  it  was  Chief  Joe  Byrd  and  members  of  his 
administration  who  had  authored  this  document,  not  Susie  Byrd. 

Chief  Byrd  had  taken  this  same  position  in  his  deposition  in  this  case 
on  January  26,  1999  - that  is,  attempting  to  avoid  responsibility  for  this 
memo  by  blaming  his  wife  for  it.  After  the  hearing  with  Judge  Eagan,  Tulsa 
attorney  Chuck  Shipley  demanded  of  Joe  Byrd  and  his  lawyer  that  they  make 
Susie  Byrd  available  for  her  deposition  in  this  matter  to  see  if  she  was 
the  author  of  the  "Orders  from  the  Chief"  memorandum.  "This  is  one  of  the 
more  cowardly  acts  that  I have  observed  by  Chief  Byrd,"  said  Shipley. 

"RE : Babbitt  on  Missing  Funds/New  System"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Jun  1999  01:41:44  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : Babbitt  said  estimates  of  the  money  the  government  may  owe 
Indians  are  less  important  than  the  Interior  Department  meeting  its 
trust  commitments. 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

6/26/99  --  1:08  AM 

Babbitt  says  new  system  historic  point  in  government-tribal 


BILLINGS,  Mont.  (AP)  - Claims  that  the  Interior  Department  mismanaged 
billions  of  dollars  in  Indian  funds  are  "wildly  overstated,"  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  said  as  he  unveiled  a new  computer  system  for 
tracking  the  trust  accounts. 

The  $60  million  project,  introduced  in  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
office  here,  is  meant  to  address  decades  of  mismanagement  of  the  accounts 
containing  money  from  leases  and  royalties  on  Indian  land  and  from  court 
settlements . 

The  inauguration  of  the  Trust  Asset  and  Accounting  Management  System 
comes  as  the  government  is  defending  itself  in  a class-action  lawsuit  filed 
by  some  account  holders  claiming  the  mishandling  of  the  accounts  has 
resulted  in  underpayments  to  Indians. 

Babbitt  said  estimates  of  the  money  the  government  may  owe  Indians  are 
less  important  than  the  Interior  Department  meeting  its  trust  commitments. 

"I  don't  know  if  it's  $10  million  or  $100  million,"  he  said.  "The  dollar 
figures  are  manageable." 

The  BIA  handles  300,000  individual  Indians'  accounts  worth  $500  million 
and  another  1,600  tribal  accounts  worth  $2.5  billion.  But  the  accounts  have 
been  plagued  by  inadequate  bookkeeping  and  information  systems,  and  records 
have  been  lost  or  ruined  over  the  years. 

The  new  computer  system,  condemned  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  as 
haphazard  and  possibly  unworkable,  is  supposed  to  give  Indians  and  tribes 
better  access  to  their  records  and  to  link  land  ownership  files  with 
financial  records. 

"This  event  is  going  to  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the  important  moments  in 
the  history  of  government-tribal  relations,"  Babbitt  said. 

He  acknowledged  the  poor  condition  of  some  account  records  will  mean  the 
new  computer  system  will  not  be  totally  accurate:  "There  is  no  such  thing 
as  100  percent  certainty;  there  is  99  percent  certainty." 

The  computer  system  will  be  tested  in  Montana  and  Wyoming  for  two  months 
before  it  is  introduced  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  project  is 
expected  to  be  complete  by  2001. 

Copyright  1999  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may  not 
be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten,  or  redistributed . 
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Ousted  tribal  chief  ruled  eligible  candidate 

c.  Tulsa  World 

6/24/99 

STROUD  (AP)  --  A judge  has  decided  that  Dora  S.  Young  qualifies  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Sac  & Fox  tribe  principal  chief's  job  she  has  been 
ousted  from. 

Tribal  District  Dudge  Phillip  Lujan's  order  specifies  that  Young  be 
listed  on  the  ballot  in  tribal  elections  scheduled  for  Aug.  28. 

Young,  elected  principal  chief  in  1995,  has  been  trying  to  get  back  in 
office  since  the  tribal  council  voted  to  remove  her  in  March  1997  for 
allegedly  denying  tribal  members  free  speech. 

She  has  tried  several  legal  actions  to  get  the  position  back.  The 
tribe's  highest  court  in  August  ruled  she  was  denied  due  process  and 
should  get  the  job  back,  but  the  ruling  has  not  been  honored  and  she  has 
been  barred  from  her  office  at  tribal  headquarters. 

Arguing  on  Young's  behalf,  former  tribal  District  Dudge  Dim  Lyman  said 
last  week  that  she  meets  all  three  constitutional  requirements  to  be  a 
candidate  --  she  is  a tribal  member,  over  the  age  of  21  and  an  Oklahoma 
resident . 

Opponents  have  used  a relatively  new  ordinance  that  includes  an 
additional  nine  requirements  to  keep  Young  off  the  ballot.  Critics  say 
the  ordinance  was  drafted  specifically  to  keep  Young  out  of  the 
election . 

Young  was  first  elected  principal  chief  in  1973,  becoming  the  first 
woman  to  lead  the  tribe.  She  was  defeated  in  a re-  election  bid  after  a 
term  marked  with  controversy  and  alleged  misdeeds. 

"RE;  Gardiner  Expressway  Brought  to  a Standstill"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Dun  1999  11:17:40  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Native  protesters  block  expressway  in  funding  protest 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GARDINER  BROUGHT  TO  STANDSTILL 
Toronto  Star,  Dune  17,  1999,  by  Peter  Small 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Native  protesters  blocked  yesterday  morning's  rush-hour  traffic  on  the 
Gardiner  Expressway  for  1 1/2  hours  in  a battle  over  who  controls  federal 
job-training  funds  for  urban  aboriginals. 

"It's  only  the  start  of  this  issue,"  said  Vince  Hill,  executive  director 
of  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Aboriginal  Area  Management  Board,  one  of  the  native 
organizations  that  participated  in  the  protest.  "If  they  think  they  had  a 
problem  at  Oka,  that  was  a family  picnic,"  Hill  said,  referring  to  the  1990 
armed  standoff  with  Mohawks  in  Quebec. 

At  stake  is  who  controls  more  than  $3  million  a year  in  federal  funding 
for  native  employment  services  and  skills  training  in  the  Golden  Horseshoe. 

Thousands  of  commuters  heading  downtown  were  caught  in  the  rush-hour  chaos 
as  about  75  demonstrators  blocked  the  eastbound  lanes,  chanting,  banging 
drums  and  carrying  Mohawk  flags  and  protest  signs.  Police  finally  forced 
them  to  leave  the  Gardiner  at  Spadina  Ave.  about  9:30  a.m.  The  protesters, 
most  of  whom  wore  red  T-shirts,  had  marched  on  to  the  elevated  expressway 


at  8 a.m.  from  a ramp  at  the  west  end  of  Exhibition  Place,  accompanied  by  a 
pickup  truck.  They  initially  occupied  one  lane  and  then,  as  cars  slowed 
down  to  take  a look,  were  gradually  able  to  occupy  all  three,  said  Toronto 
police  Staff  Sergeant  Michael  Fenwick. 

Police  didn't  make  any  arrests  or  lay  charges,  judging  it  safer  to 
allow  the  demonstrators  to  proceed  to  the  nearest  exit  rather  than  risk  a 
potentially  dangerous  confrontation  on  an  elevated  road,  Fenwick  said.  "We 
did  the  best  we  could,  given  the  resources  I had  under  my  disposal.  I don't 
have  an  army,"  Fenwick  said.  About  20  officers  were  sent  to  the  scene  and 
they  were  backed  up  by  traffic  police. 

After  occupying  the  Gardiner,  the  protesters  made  their  way  up  Spadina 
Ave.  and  over  to  Nathan  Phillips  Square  for  a rally.  Leaders  said  they  had 
no  other  way  of  getting  government  attention. 

"Yes,  we  regret  that  those  drivers  were  inconvenienced  going  to  work.  We 
only  regret  that  we  didn't  have  work  to  go  to  when  we're  shut  out  of  this 
government,"  said  Roger  Obonsawin,  a spokesperson  for  the  Aboriginal  Rights 
Movement,  made  up  of  supporters  of  the  threatened  job  training  programs. 

It  was  their  second  protest  in  recent  weeks.  On  Victoria  Day,  protesters 
blocked  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  near  Burlington,  delaying  holiday  traffic 
for  more  than  an  hour. 

The  Miziwe  Biik  Aboriginal  Employment  and  Training,  on  Yonge  St., 
administered  $3.2  million  of  federal  money  last  year  for  native  programs  in 
Toronto,  said  executive  director  Nancy  Martin.  The  programs  include  job 
counselling,  academic  upgrading  and  computer  training.  "What's  really 
successful  is  it's  aboriginal  people  helping  aboriginal  people,"  Martin 
said.  Miziwe  Biik  and  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Aboriginal  Area  Management 
Board  fear  that  local  control  of  the  system  will  disappear  now  that  the 
federal  government  has  changed  the  method  of  providing  funds. 

Starting  Oct.  1,  funding  for  federal  job  training  will  be  controlled  by 
two  other  groups,  the  Ontario  Federation  of  Indian  Friendship  Centres,  a 
network  of  27  centres,  and  Grand  River  Employment  and  Training,  on  the  Six 
Nations  Reserve.  After  winning  a bidding  process,  these  two  groups  will 
have  the  right  to  control  the  delivery  of  the  services  across  Ontario  for 
the  federal  government. 

Reached  in  her  Six  Nations  office,  Elvera  Garlow,  director  of  Grand  River 
Employment  and  Training,  said  the  two  successful  bidders  have  sent  a letter 
to  Miziwe  Biik,  inviting  it  to  continue  delivering  services  and 
administering  funds  as  it  does  now  in  Toronto.  Miziwe  Biik's  executive 
director  said  she  had  not  yet  seen  the  letter,  but  added:  "It's  good  if 
that  is  happening."  Martin  said  her  experience  with  such  offers  is  that 
they  sound  good  but  that  often  "it's  not  what  they  say." 

At  the  square,  the  protesters  said  they  wanted  to  meet  with  Toronto  Mayor 
Mel  Lastman.  Lastman,  who  was  attending  a ceremony  in  Scarborough,  said  he 
was  unaware  of  any  invitation  but  is  willing  to  meet  with  the  protesters. 
"I'll  meet  with  anybody  who's  trying  to  help  themselves,"  he  said.  The 
mayor  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  protesters  had  disrupted  traffic  to 
make  their  point,  "but  people  do  things  out  of  frustration." 

The  groups  are  also  demanding  a meeting  with  Human  Resources  Minister 
Pierre  Pettigrew  and  say  he  has  not  responded  to  their  requests.  Bob 
Howson,  of  Human  Resources  Development  Canada,  said  the  minister  has 
instructed  him  and  another  official  to  deal  with  the  issue.  Howson  said  the 
two  groups  are  not  necessarily  out  of  the  running  to  continue  delivering 
the  programs.  "They  could,  or  they  could  not,"  Howson  said.  Howson  said  the 
change  in  funding  is  not  a reflection  on  the  quality  of  the  work  being  done 
by  the  two  Indian  organizations,  but  part  of  a national  reorganization. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Tribes  take  issue  with  Red  River  pact 

c.  AP 

6/19/99 

LAWTON  (AP)  --  The  battle  over  the  border  between  Oklahoma  and  Texas  may 
not  be  over. 

Members  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  Land  Use  Committee  are  upset 
with  the  agreement  the  two  states  reached  to  decide  the  Red  River 
boundary  and  may  go  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  fight  the  plan. 

"A  lot  of  our  people  own  allotments  along  the  river,"  committee  member 
Emily  Saupitty  said.  Members  of  the  committee  met  with  officials  of  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  discuss  the  boundary  compact. 

"They  are  going  to  lose  land.  They  made  the  vegetation  line  the 
boundary,  and  no  matter  how  that  line  changes,  we  will  lose  land," 

Saupitty  said. 

Oklahoma  Gov.  Frank  Keating  and  Texas  Gov.  George  W.  Bush  have  signed 
similar  measures  approving  the  boundary.  The  law  will  go  to  the  U.S. 
Congress . 

The  two  states  have  battled  over  the  boundary  for  years.  The  Red  River 
is  the  official  dividing  line  for  440  miles.  Commissions  from  the  two 
states  were  appointed  to  decide  what  constitutes  the  south  bank.  The 
legislation  identifies  it  as  the  vegetation  line  on  the  south  bank. 

Precise  knowledge  of  the  border  is  important  because  of  property  taxes, 
mineral  rights,  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  licenses  for  hunting  and 
fishing. 

Oklahoma  is  ceding  to  Texas  10,835  acres  from  Sen.  Robert  Kerr's 
district  in  western  Oklahoma.  Oklahoma  is  gaining  some  acreage  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  border. 

Kerr,  D-Altus,  plans  to  lobby  against  the  boundary  law.  But  he  fears  the 
flood  of  litigation  that  he  thinks  will  follow  the  law,  not  the  loss  of 
tribal  lands. 

He  said  laws  protect  the  Indians  against  a change  of  ownership. 

The  new  law  specifies  that  the  compact  does  not  change  or  affect  the 
sovereign  rights  of  federally  recognized  Indian  tribes  on  either  side  of 
the  boundary  line  the  compact  established. 

"We  are  sovereign  nations,"  Saupitty  said.  "They  are  going  to  have  to 
listen  to  us." 

She  said  the  tribes  cannot  trust  Oklahoma  or  Texas  legislators. 

"We'll  lose  land  to  Texas,"  she  said.  "And  we've  lost  enough  land 
already. " 
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The  occupation  to  stop  the  reroute  of  Highway  55  could  soon  be  at  an 
end . 

MnDOT  announced  Friday  their  final  deadlines  for  completion  of  the  last 
stretch  of  the  new  highway,  stating  that  work  on  the  road  to  54th  Street 
will  be  completed  by  August  2nd,  and  that  the  area  from  54th  Street  to 
Highway  62  (including  the  Mendota  oak  circle,  the  grove,  the  spring  and 


the  occupation)  will  be  done  in  August.  These  dates  apply  only  to  road 
construction.  The  clearing  of  the  trees  will  be  done  prior  to  this  work 
(at  a date  and  time  conveniently  left  out  of  the  MnDOT  press  release) 
and  the  forced  removal  of  Mendota/AIM/Earth  First!  protesters  will 
precede  the  cutting  of  the  trees  and  the  blasting  of  the  spring. 

MnDOT' s announcement  comes  as  a surprise  to  members  of  the  coalition, 
who  thought  they  had  just  bought  themselves  a couple  more  months  when 
the  Minneapolis  watershed  district  voted  to  halt  the  project  until  a 
hydrology  study  could  be  performed  by  a competent  researcher  not  on 
MnDOT 's  payroll.  The  hydrology  study  is  not  expected  to  be  complete 
until  August  28,  but  the  DOT  seems  to  be  barreling  on  ahead  with  the 
project  as  they  have  from  the  beginning,  seemingly  under  the  premise  that 
all  will  be  well  so  long  as  they  can  finish  their  road  before  the 
hydrologists  finish  their  study. 

The  occupation  has  been  on  yellow  alert  since  Dune  18,  and  probably  will 
remain  so  for  a while.  For  updates,  see  my  new  and  improved  site: 
http : //www . robworld . net/ stop_the_reroute/ 

also,  for  pictures  from  the  world  peace  and  prayer  day  gathering,  see: 
http : //www . robworld . net/stop_the_reroute/wwpd/ 

and  if  you  haven't  seen  a thousand  people  standing  in  the  snow  spelling 
out  "STOP  55!  GO  OAKS!",  here's  your  chance: 

http : //www. a nge If ire . com/wi/earthalliance/ stop55 . html 

Pidamiigwitch . ;) 

Rob  Callahan 
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Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service;  Fish 
Isolation  Facility  Lake  Trout  Production 
c.  PRNewswire 
Dune  18,  1999 

FT.  SNELLING,  Minn.,  --  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (Service)  and 
Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  (Community)  invite  the  public  to  attend  a 
fish  transfer  and  ceremony  celebrating  the  success  of  a two  year  Agreement 
for  the  Community  to  operate  a fish  health  isolation  facility  which  plays 
a key  role  in  efforts  to  restore  lake  trout  in  the  Great  Lakes  Region. 

Those  attending  the  ceremony,  11  a.m.  Dune  22,  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  observe  Community  and  National  Fish  Hatchery  staffs  load  approximately 
6,000  lake  trout  for  delivery  to  Iron  River  National  Fish  Hatchery,  Wis., 
and  Pendills  Creek  National  Fish  Hatchery,  Mich. 

Dohn  Christian,  Assistant  Regional  Director  for  Fisheries,  said,  "The 
lake  trout  and  brook  trout  restoration  effort  in  the  Great  Lakes  will 
continue  successfully  thanks  to  cooperative  efforts  of  the  Keweenaw  Bay 
Indian  Community.  Fish  hatcheries  play  an  important  role  in  achieving 
mutual  benefits  for  inter jurisdictional  fishery  resources  and  lake  trout 
restoration  efforts.  Midwestern  tribes  have  responded  to  the  challenges 
of  resource  management  in  their  unique  role  as  users  and  managers  of  more 
than  900,000  acres  of  reservation  inland  lakes,  treaty  ceded  territories 
and  the  Great  Lakes.  Their  contributions  are  vital  toward  restoring  these 
fish  species  and  are  greatly  appreciated." 

Dale  Bast,  Hatchery  Manager,  Iron  River  National  Fish  Hatchery,  said, 
"This  agreement  fosters  the  continued  integration  of  fish  health  and  fish 
genetics  into  the  Service's  captive  broodstock  program.  We  need  disease- 
free  broodstocks  that  represent  the  genetics  of  wild  fish.  The  Keweenaw 


Bay  Indian  Fish  Hatchery  first  initiated  a two-year  cooperative  program  in 
September  1995  and  renewed  it  in  1997.  Under  the  1997  agreement,  the 
Community  provided  fish  isolation  facilities  for  wild  lake  trout  eggs  from 
Klondike  Reef  (Michigan),  Traverse  Island  (Michigan)  and  Apostle  Islands 
(Wisconsin).  During  the  past  two  years  the  Community  has  successfully 
reared  lake  trout  through  the  required  disease  clearance  period  which 
included  3 separate  fish  health  inspections." 

According  to  Bast,  "The  project  was  once  again  completed  by  the 
community  with  excellent  results.  The  three  strains  of  lake  trout 
yearlings  that  were  being  held  in  isolation  were  given  the  very  best  of 
care  and,  now  that  a pathogen-free  disease  history  has  been  established, 
these  fish  will  be  transferred  from  the  Keeweenaw  Bay  Community  Hatchery 
to  the  Iron  River  and  Pendills  Creek  National  Fish  Hatcheries,"  Bast  said. 
"There  they  can  be  safely  used  for  further  egg  production  and  the 
subsequent  fingerlings  will  then  be  used  to  meet  restoration  stocking 
efforts  throughout  the  Great  Lakes  basin." 

The  cooperative  agreement  also  includes  the  production  of  100,000  lake 
trout  yearlings  at  the  Iron  River  National  Fish  Hatchery  and  7,000  brook 
trout  from  Genoa  National  Fish  Hatchery  (Wisconsin),  all  supporting  the 
fish  stocking  priorities  of  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community. 

Wayne  Swartz,  Tribal  Chairman,  said,  "Our  agreements  with  the  Service 
have  further  enabled  us  to  cooperate  in  native  fisheries  restoration  in 
the  Great  Lakes.  The  Community  is  pleased  with  the  results  of  these 
agreements  and  looks  forward  to  working  with  the  Service  on  other  natural 
resource  projects." 

Christian  noted,  "This  agreement  with  the  Community  is  vitally  important 
to  meet  the  demand  for  new  broodstocks  until  a long-term  solution  for 
isolation  needs  is  achieved.  Also,  it  supports  the  Department  of  the 
Interior's  trust  relationship  with  tribal  government.  And,  equally 
important,  the  agreement  will  help  us  keep  healthy  lake  trout  in  the  Great 
Lakes  for  all  of  the  people  of  the  region  to  enjoy." 

The  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Fish  Hatchery  is  located  in  Michigan's  Upper 
Peninsula  on  the  L'Anse  Indian  Reservation,  about  7 miles  northeast  of 
L'Anse,  Mich,  on  Pequaming  Road. 

The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  is  the  principal  federal  agency 
responsible  for  conserving,  protecting,  and  enhancing  fish  and  wildlife 
and  their  habitats  for  the  continuing  benefit  of  the  American  people.  The 
Service  manages  the  93-million-acre  National  Wildlife  Refuge  System 
comprising  more  than  500  national  wildlife  refuges,  thousands  of  small 
wetlands,  and  other  special  management  areas.  It  also  operates  66 
national  fish  hatcheries,  64  fish  and  wildlife  management  offices,  and  78 
ecological  services  field  stations. 

The  agency  enforces  federal  wildlife  laws,  administers  the  Endangered 
Species  Act,  manages  migratory  bird  populations,  restores  nationally 
significant  fisheries,  conserves  and  restores  wildlife  habitat  such  as 
wetlands,  and  helps  foreign  governments  with  their  conservation  efforts. 

It  also  oversees  the  Federal  Aid  program  that  distributes  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  excise  taxes  on  fishing  and  hunting  equipment  to 
state  wildlife  agencies. 

SOURCE  U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service 
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Toxic  soup  threatens  water  supply  of  Hopis 
By  Lukas  Velush 
Arizona  Daily  Sun 

MOENKOPI  - When  Mildred  Polewytewa  was  a young  girl,  she  took  pride  in 
lugging  5-gallon  buckets  of  water  from  Susungva  Spring  to  her  mother's 


kitchen.  It  was  sacred  water  to  be  used  for  drinking  and  cooking. 

Now,  an  older  Polewytewa  drinks  out  of  plastic  water  bottles  because  she 
fears  being  poisoned  by  water  from  nearby  springs. 

Within  her  lifetime,  she  has  seen  the  springs  threatened  by  a closed 
landfill  that  violates  safe  environmental  standards. 

A long-closed  uranium  mill  tailings  site  harbors  a soupy  mix  of 
radioactive  contaminants  mixed  in  with  ground  water  below  and  two  gas 
stations  with  leaky  underground  tanks. 

All  three  threats  are  within  five  miles  of  this  2,000-member  Hopi  village, 
located  just  south  of  Tuba  City.  They  also  are  directly  above  the  many 
sacred  springs  and  shallow  wells  used  by  Hopi  and  Navajos  who  live  in  the 
Tuba  City  area. 

Although  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  says  the  spring  water  is 
safe  to  drink,  most  residents  stopped  drinking  it  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  when  the  severity  of  the  upstream  aquifer  pollution  became  known. 

''It's  a hardship  for  us  because  the  water  is  our  life, ' ' said  Polewytewa, 
the  chairwoman  of  Lower  Moencopi  Village. 

Most  residents  of  Moenkopi  and  nearby  Tuba  City  drink  water  that's  pumped 
from  wells  deeper  than  the  springs  and  shallow  wells  used  by  the  200 
traditional  Hopi  who  live  in  Lower  Moencopi  Village. 

Moencopi  is  the  smaller  of  two  villages  that  make  up  the  greater  community 
known  as  Moenkopi.  (The  spellings  are  different  by  local  custom.) 

EPA  says  it's  fine  to  drink,  but  they're  not  drinking  it,''  said  Harris 
Polelonema,  community  services  administrator  for  Lower  Moencopi  Village. 

Polelonema,  who  lives  in  Tuba  City,  where  water  is  pumped  into  his  house, 
said  some  residents  of  Lower  Moencopi  continue  to  drink  the  spring  water. 

But  most  are  relying  on  bottled  water  provided  by  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

Yet  there  is  a sense  of  optimism  in  the  village,  a hope  that  the 
contaminated  sites  will  be  cleaned  up  soon. 

That's  because  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  has  just  started  what's 
projected  to  be  a 20-year,  $40  million  effort  to  clean  up  the  uranium  mill 
site. 

The  EPA  is  also  taking  steps  to  make  the  two  gas  station  owners  - 
Thriftway  and  Superfuels  - clean  up  the  contaminated  water  and  soils. 

The  future  of  the  Tuba  City  landfill  isn't  as  clear,  yet  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  EPA  are  considering  making  it  a Superfund  site,  which 
would  free  up  federal  dollars  to  clean  up  the  site. 

''It's  encouraging,''  said  Robert  Sakiestewa,  governor  of  Upper  Moenkopi 
Village  and  its  1,800  residents. 

''In  the  meantime,  we're  taking  emergency  measures  to  hopefully  get  the 
Hopi  Tribe  to  dig  us  another  well  for  our  livestock.  (And)  we're  still 
issuing  bottled  water  because  we  don't  want  residents  to  take  a health 
threat  at  this  time.'' 

While  steps  are  being  taken  to  clean  up  the  mill  and  the  gasoline 
contamination,  the  Tuba  City  landfill  is  still  in  limbo.  No  arm  of  the 
federal  government  has  agreed  to  pay  for  the  cleanup. 

The  landfill  was  operated  for  more  than  50  years  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  before  it  was  closed  last  year  when  Coconino  County  opened  a solid 
waste  transfer  station  in  Tuba  City. 

Testing  done  last  year  shows  the  aquifer  directly  below  the  40-acre 
landfill  is  contaminated  with  unsafe  levels  of  uranium,  radium  and  nitrates, 
all  deadly  if  consumed  in  such  high  concentrations. 

The  aquifer  below  the  landfill  also  has  unsafe  levels  of  fecal  coliform,  a 
sign  of  human  waste. 

When  the  BIA  closed  down  the  landfill,  it  put  a sand  cap  on  the  40-acre 
site.  But  that  does  nothing  to  stop  water  from  percolating  through  the  sand 
and  trash  and  into  the  portions  of  the  landfill  with  the  toxic  contaminants, 
Morgan  said. 

The  federal  government  is  considering  several  options. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  prefers  clean  closure  of  the  landfill,  which  means  hauling 
the  contaminated  soil  to  a toxic  waste  site.  Once  the  trash  is  removed,  the 
contaminated  water  could  be  treated  and  pumped  back  into  the  aquifer. 

The  cost  could  be  as  little  as  $3  million  if  the  ground  water 
contamination  is  only  in  localized  areas  rather  than  under  the  entire 
40-acre  landfill  or  beyond. 


If  the  contamination  has  spread,  clean  closure  could  easily  cost  in  the 
tens  of  millions  of  dollars. 

Besides,  the  dump  was  on  Navajo  land  until  1992,  when  one  part  of  a 
long-standing  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute  was  resolved,  giving  the  Hopis  the 
land . 

Between  1956  and  1966  the  Tuba  City  uranium  mill  was  used  to  leach  out 
tons  of  uranium  ore  mined  all  over  the  western  part  of  the  Navajo 
Reservation . 

That  filtering  process  left  behind  high  concentrations  of  uranium,  but 
also  sulfates  and  nitrates  that  were  used  to  leach  uranium  out  of  the  soil. 

Unlined  ponds  were  used  to  leach  out  the  uranium,  washing  high  levels  of 
the  contaminants  into  a shallow  aquifer  below  the  site. 

That  made  for  water  that  exceeds  safe  water  standards  10  to  20  times  over, 
said  Randy  Duhlin,  a contractor  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  working  on 
an  on-site  cleanup  effort  that  started  last  year.  Nitrates  and  sulfates  used 
to  leach  out  the  uranium  are  at  extremely  high  levels. 

The  extent  of  the  contamination  plume  is  unknown,  but  at  least  1.7  billion 
gallons  of  water  are  thought  to  be  contaminated. 
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Navajos  sue  coal  company  for  $600M 
Claim  land  was  'energy  colony' 

By  Mark  Shaffer 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Dune  22,  1999 

Saying  that  Peabody  Coal  Co.  schemed  for  years  through  corruption  and 
theft  to  keep  it  an  "energy  colony,"  the  Navajo  Nation  filed  a $600 
million  lawsuit  against  the  company  Monday  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Washington . 

Peabody  operates  the  Kayenta  and  Black  Mesa  mines  on  the  Navajo 
Reservation  in  northeastern  Arizona. 

Coal  from  the  mines  fuel  much  of  the  electricity  in  Arizona,  Nevada  and 
Southern  California.  The  coal  is  transported  to  the  Navajo  Generating 
Station  of  the  Salt  River  Project  near  Page  and  the  Mohave  Generating 
Station  of  Southern  California  Edison  near  Laughlin,  Nev. 

Both  SRP  and  Southern  California  Edison  also  were  named  as  defendants  in 
the  suit,  in  which  Navajo  officials  say  damages  could  approach  $1.8 
billion . 

Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye  said  in  a prepared  statement  that  the 
damage  caused  by  Peabody's  "influence  peddling  is  staggering"  to  the 
nation's  largest  tribe. 

Begaye  said  the  tribe  has  suffered  losses  of  $600  million  just  since 
1984,  20  years  after  the  original  lease  between  the  Navajos  and  Peabody 
was  negotiated. 

As  Peabody  reaped  "huge  and  illicit  profits"  from  Navajo  coal  over  the 
years,  Begaye  noted  that  thousands  of  Navajo  homes  on  the  three-state 
reservation  are  still  without  electricity. 

Greg  Leisse,  a Phoenix  attorney  who  formerly  represented  Peabody  and  is 
named  in  the  suit,  did  not  return  calls  to  his  office  Monday. 

Under  its  original  lease  with  the  tribe  in  1964,  with  the  federal  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  acting  as  a steward,  Peabody  paid  less  than  2 percent  in 
royalties  to  the  tribe.  The  lawsuit  alleges  that,  by  1983,  Peabody  had 
received  $141  million  for  the  coal  and  paid  the  Navajos  only  $2.7  million 
in  royalties. 

The  Navajos  sought  an  adjustment  of  the  royalty  rate  to  20  percent  in 
1984,  as  provided  for  by  the  lease.  The  suit  claims  that  the  Department  of 
Interior  decided  in  favor  of  the  increased  rate  but  that  Peabody  used 


illicit  influence  with  then-interior  Secretary  Donald  Flodel,  who 
overturned  the  decision. 

According  to  the  suit,  Hodel ' s action  forced  the  tribe  to  agree  to  a 
federal  minimum  12.5  percent  royalty  rate  in  1987.  The  suit  claims  that  it 
also  forced  the  tribe  to  forfeit  $89  million  in  back  taxes  and  unpaid  back 
royalties  and  that  the  Navajos  were  forced  to  give  up  rights  to  270 
million  tons  of  coal  owned  jointly  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

Mark  Shaffer  can  be  reached  at  mark.shaffer@pni.com  via  e-mail  or  at 
1-602-444-8057. 
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Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
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The  following  is  recent  press  coverage  related  to  the  appeal  of  an  earlier 
court  ruling  which  protected  the  right  of  Lubicon  supporters  to  boycott 
Daishowa . 

Note  Daishowa  spokesperson  Tom  Cochran's  statement  that  Daishowa  "still  has 
some  concerns  that  people  are  allowed  to  demonstrate..." 

Canadians  will  have  to  decide  whether  they  want  to  live  in  a society  that 
is  sympathetic  to  Daishowa' s concerns. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
Tuesday,  15  Dune  1999 
Peace  River  Record-Gazette 

Daishowa  Inc.  builds  case  in  27  binders,  files  boycott  appeal 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Daishowa  Inc.  has  filed  its  appeal  of  an  Ontario  court  ruling  that  upheld 
the  right  of  an  Aboriginal  support  group  to  carry  out  a boycott  campaign. 

The  Ontario  based  paper  manufacturing  company  launched  a lawsuit  against 
the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  1995.  After  28  days  of  court  proceedings 
concluded  in  December  of  1997,  Dustice  P.  MacPherson  ruled  in  March  of 
1998,  that,  with  some  altered  wording,  the  Friends  could  continue  the 
boycott  that  Daishowa  has  estimate  cost  it  up  to  $20  million  in  lost 
business . 

Immediately  after  the  1998  ruling  Daishowa  said  it  would  appeal.  Appeal 
documents  were  sent  to  court  the  first  week  of  Dune,  corporate 
communications  manager  Tom  Cochrane  told  the  Record-Gazette,  last  week. 

"All  the  papers  are  filed  now,"  he  said  Thursday. 

Daishowa  "still  has  some  concerns  that  people  are  allowed  to  demonstrate 
and  threaten  to  boycott  our  customers,"  Cochrane  said,  adding  "to  a great 
degree  this  is  a matter  of  principle.  We  don't  think  it  is  right  and  our 
lawyers  don't  think  it  is  valid." 

Company  lawyers  will  "use  case  law. . . to  argue  that  the  judge  made  the 
wrong  decision." 

The  judge  "doesn't  have  the  right  to  overturn  all  of  that  procedure," 
Cochrane  said,  noting  the  company  "never  questioned  the  right"  of  groups  to 
boycott  it,  but  are  "saying  it  is  not  right  to  carry  out  secondary  pickets 
and  boycotts  of  our  customers." 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  undertook  the  boycott  campaign  to  pressure  Peace 
River  based  Daishowa-Marubeni  International  to  commit  to  not  harvest  or  use 
timber  from  claimed  Lubicon  traditional  territory  until  the  band  achieves  a 


land  settlement. 

After  the  May  ruling,  and  some  further  discussions  between  the  three 
parties,  DMI  publicly  stated  in  would  not  use  timber  from  the  disputed 
territory . 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  spokesman  Kevin  Thomas  says  the  group  is  concerned 
about  Daishowa's  intentions. 

"I  have  no  idea  why  a company  would  pursue  expensive  legal  action  for  the 
sake  of  principle,  so  the  question  is  why.  Do  they  have  some  other  agenda," 
Thomas  said  from  his  Toronto  home  Friday. 

The  Friends  also  have  a motion  before  the  courts  to  dismiss  Daishowa's 
appeal  action,  he  said. 

"We  want  to  push  forward  that  motion.  There  is  no  boycott  and  therefore  we 
think  it  is  ludicrous  to  shut  down  a boycott  that  doesn't  exist,"  he  said. 
The  Friends  have  sixty  days  to  put  together  a statement  of  defense  to  the 
appeal,  Thomas  said,  noting  that  Daishowa  filed  "27  books  of  stuff,  (legal) 
material  and  transcripts  of  their  witnesses." 

Sierra  Legal  Defense  Fund  lawyers  will  likely  act  for  the  Friends  again, 
Thomas  said.  "We  have  done  some  fundraising  for  legal  expenses,  (and 
hopefully)  expenses  on  an  appeal  should  not  be  as  high,"  as  the  lawsuit 
trial  expenses. 

Defending  itself  from  Daishowa's  lawsuit  would  have  cost  the  Friends  about 
$400,000  if  legal  work  was  not  provided  by  the  legal  defense  fund,  Thomas 
said . 

Cochrane  has  declined  to  reveal  how  much  the  lawsuit  cost  Daishowa. 

Despite  the  end  of  the  boycott,  Daishowa  has  not  won  back  its  lost 
customers,  Cochrane  said. 

Business  is  "still  terrible.  We  never  really  recovered  what  we  lost,"  he 
said . 

The  lawsuit  ruling  saw  the  Friends  ordered  to  pay  Daishowa  one  dollar  for 
damages  for  using  terms  like  "genocide"  in  their  boycott  literature.  When 
the  two  sides  appeared  in  court  again  to  argue  costs,  Daishowa  was  ordered 
to  pay  the  Friends  one  dollar  for  its  legal  expenses. 

A hearing  date  for  the  appeal  won't  likely  be  set  until  September, 

Cochrane  said. 
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Province  invited  to  participate  in  Lubicon  land  negotiations 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

The  government  of  Alberta  has  been  invited  to  join  Lubicon  Lake  Indian 
Nation  settlement  negotiations. 

After  11  months  of  talks  between  the  First  Nation  and  the  federal 
government  and  with  the  crucial  membership  issue  resolved,  provincial 
participation  would  "move  us  to  the  next  phase,"  chief  federal  negotiator 
Brad  Morse  told  Peace  River  town  council  Dune  14. 

The  province  must  transfer  back  to  the  federal  government  land  it  needs 
to  create  a Lubicon  reserve,  Morse  said  during  the  information  session  with 
council  before  federal  and  Lubicon  negotiating  teams  met  in  Little  Buffalo 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

With  discussions  on  community  construction  underway,  the  province  should 
join  negotiations  at  one  of  the  next  sessions  in  Duly,  Morse  said,  adding 
that  both  sides  are  "waiting  for  the  province  to  decide  their  view  of  land 
quantum. " 

The  federal  government  is  prepared  to  adhere  to  the  1988  Grimshaw 
Accord's  95  square  mile  reserve  territory  agreement,  Morse  said. 

"The  Grimshaw  Accord  was  initialed  as  done  by  one  of  my  predecessors 


along  the  way.  The  federal  view  is,  it  was  an  agreement  between  honorable 
men  representing  their  respective  governments  and  therefore  we  would  respect 
that  as  being  done.  The  challenge  is  for  us  to  implement  it,"  Morse  said. 
While  private  discussions  with  provincial  officials  have  been  "quite 
positive,"  Morse  noted  "official  discussion  at  the  table  can  be  different  - 
we  have  to  wait  for  their  official  position." 

"The  federal  position  is,  there  has  been  an  agreement  reached  in  the  past 
on  land  quantum.  If  the  province  reiterates  their  commitment  to  that  and  to 
the  financial  viability  (of  proposals)  in  current  dollar  terms,  then  I 
think  you  will  see  us  reach  an  agreement  in  short  order,"  Morse  said. 

Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  chief  Bernard  Ominayak  says  the  band  expects 
the  province  to  live  up  to  the  Grimshaw  agreement  he  and  premier  Don  Getty 
worked  out  11  years  ago. 

"The  Grimshaw  Accord  was  an  agreement  made  by  the  provincial  premier  in 
power  at  the  time.  That  agreement  should  hold  regardless  of  the  change  in 
leadership,  I don't  see  why  one  party  shouldn't  honor  it,"  Ominayak  told 
the  Record-Gazette  Wednesday. 

"We'd  be  a lot  further  ahead  fast  if  there  is  some  seriousness  on  the 
part  of  the  province.  We  hope  they  bring  a positive  attitude  towards 
negotiations.  If  they  don't  and  they  come  and  are  not  serious  in  trying  to 
(settle),  it  would  be  a number  of  steps  back  again,"  Ominayak  said. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  with  the  federal  government,  he  said. 

"We  should  give  some  credit  to  Brad.  Things  have  moved  a lot  further  than 

ever  before,  even  though  they  are  not  finalized  yet.  There  is  a willingness 

to  work  through  the  problems  we  face,"  Ominayak  said,  adding,  "the  people 
here  deserve  credit  for  their  patience  and  the  hardships  they've  faced  in 

trying  to  get  some  benefit  in  the  long  run.  It  has  taken  a terrible  toll  on 

our  people  and  it  is  not  fair." 

The  Lubicon  wanted  to  cover  a little  more  ground  with  the  federal 
government  before  provincial  officials  pull  up  chairs  around  the 
negotiation  table  in  the  community's  long  house,  but  the  band  will  welcome 
them  in  Duly,  Ominayak  said. 

"Brad  has  been  fairly  aggressive  about  bringing  the  province  to  the  table 
and  we've  given  it  consideration  because  of  that,"  he  said. 

While  all  three  negotiating  parties  will  require  "some  flexibility  to 
achieve  an  enduring  settlement,"  Morse  told  town  council  public 
encouragement  can  influence  governments. 

"If  Peace  River  regards  achieving  a settlement  as  important,  both 
governments  should  know  that.  They  may  have  heard  it  before,  but  maybe  they 
haven't  heard  it  lately.  My  bosses  and  the  provincial  government  respond  to 
public  concern,"  Morse  said. 

Federal  and  Lubicon  negotiating  parties  plan  to  meet  again  in  Little 
Buffalo  in  early  Duly.  Provincial  officials  are  expected  to  attend  a second 
negotiating  session  in  the  community  later  that  month. 
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[Hydro  Quebec  Press  Release] 

Montreal,  1999-06-21 

Partnership  Agreement  Between  the  Betsiamites  Montagnais  Band  Council 
and  Hydro-Quebec:  Hydroelectric  Projects  on  the  North  Shore 


The  Betsiamites  Montagnais  Band  Council  and  Hydro-Quebec  are  forming 
a partnership  to  execute  hydroelectric  projects  on  the  North  Shore. 

The  partial  diversion  of  the  Portneuf,  Sault-aux-Cochons  and  Manouane 
rivers  calls  for  investments  of  some  $82  million,  and  work  done  by 
the  Betsiamites  Innu-Montagnais  will  account  for  17.5%  of  this  amount. 

The  agreement  also  provides  for  construction  of  a power  station  on 
the  Toulnustouc  River,  which  will  represent  an  investment  of  more 
than  $600  million  by  Hydro-Quebec. 


The  agreement  in  principle  was  signed  today,  which  is  International 
Day  of  Aboriginal  Peoples,  by  Chief  of  the  Betsiamites 
Innu-Montagnais  Rene  Simon,  and  Andre  Caille,  CEO  of  Hydro-Quebec, 
near  Betsiamites  on  the  North  Shore.  The  signing  took  place  as  part 
of  the  ceremony  inaugurating  the  Innu  Culture  Interpretation  Centre 
at  Papinachois. 

"The  Innu-Montagnais  of  Betsiamites,  their  children  and  their 
grandchildren  will  begin  the  next  millennium  with  great  optimism 
that.  This  agreement  in  principle  on  our  partnership  will  allow  for 
the  creation  of  many  jobs,  the  formation  of  new  companies,  the 
restoration  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Innu-Montagnais  salmon 
rivers  and  major  developments  that  will  have  an  impact  on  traditional 
hunting,  fishing  and  trapping  practices." 

Hydro-Quebec  CEO  Andre  Caille  made  it  clear  he  felt  it  "was  a great 
day.  Hydro-Quebec  is  delighted  to  have  found  in  Betsiamites  a partner 
that  can  participate  in  all  phases  of  the  work  and  in  the  project's 
ultimate  commercial  success." 

The  diverted  waters  will  be  sent  to  the  Bersimis  1 and  2 power 
stations,  increasing  annual  generating  output  by  some  0.8  TWh,  while 
the  Toulnustouc  power  station,  with  installed  capacity  of  440  MW, 
will  supply  some  2.0  TWh  of  energy  annually. 

According  to  the  agreement  in  principle,  commissioning  of  the  partial 
diversions  of  the  Portneuf  and  Sault-aux-Cochons  rivers  is  planned 
for  the  end  of  2000,  while  the  Manouane  diversion  should  be  ready  at 
the  end  of  2002.  The  Toulnustouc  power  station  should  be  commissioned 
at  the  end  of  2005. 

The  agreement  that  was  signed  also  provides  for  the  execution  of 
studies  for  a possible  partial  diversion  of  the  Boucher  River. 

In  the  weeks  to  come,  the  project  may  be  the  subject  of  additional 
agreements  with  the  Essipit  and  Mashteuiash  band  councils  and  the 
Fjord-du-Saguenay,  Haute-Cate-Nord,  Lac-Saint-Dean-Est,  Manicouagan 
and  Maria-Chapdelaine  MRCs. 
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Monday,  Dune  21,  1999 

Indian  Church  Says  Members  in  Military 

Gain  OK  To  Use  Peyote 

The  Associated  Press 

FARMINGTON  --  American  Indian  church  leaders  say  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense  has  approved  a proposal  to  allow  the  use  of  peyote  by  church 
members  who  serve  in  the  military. 

Representatives  from  the  federal  agency  and  the  Native  American  Church 
of  North  America  Inc.  met  here  Friday  during  the  church  group's  50th 
annual  convention  to  discuss  the  proposal. 

Earl  Arkinson,  a member  of  the  Chippewa  and  Cree  tribes,  is  president  of 
the  Native  American  Church.  He  said  Saturday  that  the  military  agreed  to 
allow  the  use  of  peyote  by  church  members. 

Arkinson  called  the  deal  with  the  military  a significant  achievement. 

"It  will  allow  those  in  the  armed  services  to  take  part  in  the  sacrament 
peyote,"  he  said. 

Pentagon  spokesman  Lt.  Col.  Mike  Milord  said  Sunday  that  he  was  unaware 
of  the  church  group's  proposal. 

Peyote,  a button-shaped  nodule  that  grows  on  cacti  found  only  in  parts 
of  Mexico  and  Texas,  is  used  during  religious  ceremonies  by  members  of  the 
Native  American  Church.  Believers  see  it  as  a magical  plant  that  can  evoke 
visions  of  truth  and  allow  them  to  commune  with  God. 

They  also  claim  it  can  heal  ailments  from  heart  disease  to  rheumatism. 


Congress  had  already  recognized  this  by  giving  church  members  an 
exemption  under  the  Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act  to  continue 
practicing  their  religious  ceremonies  the  same  way  they  have  for 
generations . 

According  to  church  officials,  the  Department  of  Defense  restricted 
-peyote  use  for  some  church  members  who  serve  in  the  military.  For  example, 
those  members  who  work  with  nuclear  weapons  will  not  be  allowed  to  use  the 
drug. 

The  agency  estimated  about  40  church  members  fit  that  category,  Arkinson 
said . 

All  other  military  personnel  who  belong  to  the  Native  American  Church 
can  use  peyote  in  religious  ceremonies,  Arkinson  said. 

At  least  200  people  from  23  states  attended  the  church  convention  over 
the  weekend  in  Farmington. 

Church  members  also  discussed  an  effort  by  Texas  lawmakers  to  restrict 
the  harvesting  and  sale  of  peyote  to  church  members.  It  was  decided  that  a 
task  force  will  meet  with  state  officials  in  Austin  next  month  to  talk 
about  any  proposed  changes  in  the  law. 

Among  the  changes  lawmakers  are  considering  is  a requirement  for  buyers 
to  have  more  documentation  proving  they  are  bonafide  members  of  the 
church . 
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The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  wants  the  federal  government  to  more  than 
double  its  funding  to  almost  $40-million,  documents  indicate.  The  AFN's 
proposed  budget  calls  for  $39. 4-million  in  spending  this  fiscal  year, 
including  $8. 7-million  for  staffing  and  $6. 2-million  for  preservation  of 
aboriginal  languages.  A copy  was  leaked  to  the  Reform  party. 

The  group's  budget  was  $18-million  last  year.  Although  the  fiscal  year  has 
already  begun,  the  budget  is  still  being  negotiated  by  the  AFN  and  federal 
government  officials.  The  AFN  has  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Indian 
Affairs  Department  that  allocates  $19-million  to  the  group,  but  the 
assembly  is  continuing  to  lobby  for  more  and  fears  it  will  have  to  make 
cuts  if  it  doesn't  get  it. 

Under  the  proposal,  most  of  the  money  --  $30-million  --  would  come  from 
Indian  Affairs,  with  the  rest  supplied  by  Flealth,  Dustice,  Fisheries, 

Foreign  Affairs,  Human  Resources,  International  Development  and  Heritage. 

The  AFN  acknowledged  the  budget  was  a "wish  list,"  and  said  it  would  be 
surprised  to  get  what  it  asked  for.  It  says  it  needs  extra  resources 
because  Ottawa  is  asking  it  to  take  on  new  responsibilities  stemming  from 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

Reform  says  the  AFN  shouldn't  get  more.  "I'd  have  to  question  whether  most 
aboriginal  people  in  Canadatoday  would  find  the  AFN  very  relevant,"  said 
Mike  Scott,  Reform's  aboriginal  affairs  critic,  who  obtained  the  budget. 
"Certainly  a lot  of  the  people  I've  talked  to  in  the  last  year-and-a-half 
don't  believe  that's  the  case,  and  question  whether  the  AFN  is  really 
representing  their  views  and  their  interests.  So  it's  difficult  for  me  to 
understand  why  the  federal  government  would  be  contemplating  doubling  their 
budget . " 

An  Indian  Affairs  official  said  the  budget  was  already  set  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  although  other  federal  departments  may  still  be  negotiating 


their  contributions.  "We  have  a signed  agreement  with  the  AFN,"  said  Don 
Cooke,  director-general  of  service  improvement. 

The  AFN  represents  Canada's  633  Indian  bands,  who  elect  a national  chief 
as  well  as  vice-chiefs  from  each  region. 

The  budget  proposal  is  a bold  step  for  the  group,  which  only  two  years  ago 
was  politically  irrelevant,  $1. 6-million  in  debt  and  facing  the  loss  of  its 
funding  because  it  would  not  fully  open  its  books  to  federal  auditors.  But 
since  the  departure  of  Ovide  Mercredi  --  who  oversaw  the  AFN  at  a time  it 
was  ignored,  marginalized  and  increasingly  radical,  calling  for  highway 
blockades  across  the  nation  --  the  group  has  been  trying  to  recover. 

Shortly  after  Dane  Stewart  took  over  as  Indian  Affairs  minister  in  1997, 
Phil  Fontaine  was  elected  AFN  grand  chief,  paving  the  way  for  better 
relations  with  the  government.  The  thaw  in  relations  has  apparently  given 
the  AFN  the  confidence  to  ask  for  a hefty  funding  increase.  The  draft 
budget  proposes  $20-million  in  base  funding  for  categories  such  as 
"executive  committee"  ($2. 4-million),  administration  ($1. 9-million),  land 
rights  ($1. 8-million)  and  communications  ($1 . 8-million) . 

The  largest  single  budget  item  is  the  $4-million  for  "LTS,"  an  acronym 
for  Lands  and  Trust  Services,  while  the  second-biggest  is  $3. 6-million  for 
"fiscal  relations."  Some  of  the  budget  items  are  difficult  to  comprehend.  A 
category  labeled  "eagle  closure"  is  budgeted  for  $400,000  while  $270,000  is 
marked  simply  "international." 

Part  of  the  budget  will  pay  for  Mr.  Fontaine's  salary,  which  last  year 
jumped  to  $125,000  from  $85,000. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Payoff  on  table  for  Haskell's  SLT  support 
React  to  this  story 

Updated  12:14:38  PM  Thursday,  Dune  17,  1999 

A reported  compensation  package  for  the  American  Indian  school  has  raised 
more  questions  that  it  answered. 

By  Kendrick  Blackwood 
Dournal-World  Writer 

The  president  of  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  questions  the 
significance  of  a reported  multimillion-dollar  package  offered  to  the 
school  in  exchange  for  its  support  for  a 31st  Street  alignment  to  complete 
the  South  Lawrence  Trafficway. 

"Until  it  becomes  part  of  some  document  and  has  a signature  on  it,  we 
certainly  wouldn't  consider  it  an  offer,"  Bob  Martin  said. 

Sources  involved  in  the  trafficway  debate  said  the  package  equates  to 
about  $5  million  in  projects  and  cash  for  the  school. 

Martin  said  he  was  presented  with  what  he  called  a "draft"  list  of 
compensation  in  exchange  for  the  school's  support  to  complete  the 
trafficway  along  31st  Street,  which  cuts  across  the  southern  edge  of 
Haskell's  campus. 

Whether  the  offer  is  bona  fide,  it  concerns  Dan  Lambert,  president  of 
Baker  University,  which  owns  and  manages  the  Baker  Wetlands  adjacent  to  the 
Haskell  campus. 


Missing  are  references  to  a management  plan  Lambert  said  was  agreed  to  in 
principle  by  those  involved  with  the  trafficway. 

"In  my  opinion,  it  seems  to  be  uninformed,"  Lambert  said.  "It  didn't 
discuss  some  issues  that  would  be  important  to  Baker." 

The  package  was  presented  to  Haskell  by  Dean  Carlson,  Kansas 
transportation  secretary.  The  trafficway,  originally  seen  as  a highway 
around  the  southern  part  of  Lawrence,  is  being  pursued  jointly  by  Douglas 
County,  the  Kansas  Department  of  Transportation  and  the  Federal  Highway 
Administration . 

Gov.  Bill  Graves  recently  took  on  completion  of  the  road  as  a personal 
project . 

Neither  Martin,  Lambert  nor  Carlson  would  specify  the  details  of  the 
list . 

Early  versions  included  items  in  a proposed  mitigation  package  released  by 
Martin  last  year  and  a federally  required  study  called  the  4(f)  statement, 
said  Douglas  County  Administrator  Craig  Weinaug,  who  said  he  hadn't  seen 
the  latest  version  on  the  table. 

"Any  mitigation  plan  offered  by  the  state  has  to  offer  what  was  in  that 
4(f)  statement  at  a minimum,"  Weinaug  said. 

The  4(f)  statement  included  the  purchase  and  removal  of  the  LRM  concrete 
plant  near  31st  and  Haskell  Avenue;  earthen  berms  to  insulate  the  campus 
from  the  trafficway;  and  the  turning  over  the  Wakarusa  Township  fire 
station  to  Haskell. 

However  in  trying  to  appease  Haskell,  trafficway  proponents  may  have 
angered  Baker,  which  up  to  now  has  been  willing  to  give  up  ownership  of  the 
Baker  Wetlands  under  the  right  circumstances. 

"Ownership  of  the  property  is  not  important  to  us,"  Lambert  said.  "The 
maintenance  of  it  is  critical." 

Lambert  said  meetings  with  Martin  had  led  to  a plan  that  would  turn 
ownership  of  the  wetlands  over  to  Haskell  but  would  put  the  property's 
management  in  the  hands  of  a trust  to  include  at  least  representatives  of 
Baker,  Haskell  and  Kansas  University. 

"We  were  close  to  a meeting  of  the  minds  on  how  we  might  cooperate  and  get 
this  thing  moving,"  Lambert  said.  "In  the  absence  of  having  those  resolved, 
we  would  not  be  able  to  go  along  with  the  recommendation." 

Baker's  involvement  has  been  seen  as  an  important  part  of  the  picture, 
Weinaug  said. 

"They  can't  take  Baker  for  granted,"  he  said.  "Clearly  they  can't  offer 
land  the  state  and  county  don't  own." 

Martin  said  the  Baker  Wetlands  were  included  in  the  package,  but  it 
excused  the  issue  of  their  management. 

"This  was  a very  brief  document,"  he  said.  "There  would  be  a lot  of 
details  to  be  worked  out  across  the  board  I think." 
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All  groups  can  have  their  say  in  fall  sovereignty  summit 
The  October  gathering  hopes  to  bring  diverse  opinions  together 
Thursday,  Dune  3,  1999 
By  Pat  Omandam 
Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 

The  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  (www.oha.org)  wants  to  include  all 
sovereignty  groups  in  planning  its  proposed  Hawaiian  summit  this  October. 

It  has  hired  a technical  assistant  to  get  it  done.  Dulie  Cachola,  a 
community  planner  who  has  worked  with  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii,  the  Hawaiian 
Sovereignty  Elections  Council  and  its  successor,  Ha  Hawaii,  said  dates 
for  the  October  gathering  are  just  one  of  many  issues  she's  working  on. 

Cachola  told  trustees  yesterday  there's  been  a lot  of  action  in  the 


sovereignty  movement  in  recent  years,  with  people  talking  about  the  same 
things  but  through  different  approaches. 

"Its  been  seen  as  a lack  of  unity  and  it's  divisive  in  the  community," 
she  said 

"Basically,  the  time  has  come,  I think,  for  a consensus-building  effort 
in  pulling  together  the  groups." 

OHA  Government  Affairs  Chairwoman  Mililani  Trask  said  planned 
sovereignty  conventions  by  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii  and  Ha  Hawaii  are  reported  to 
be  on  hold,  so  now  is  the  time  to  get  everyone  together. 

Trask  realizes  unless  OHA  involved  Hawaiians  with  diverse  opinions  in 
planning  for  the  gathering,  it  would  become  an  event  where  opposing 
views  would  clash  and  nothing  would  be  accomplished. 

"We're  hopping  that  if  we  can  build  consensus,  maybe  it  will  be 
possible  for  both  those  groups  to  come  together,"  she  said. 

Cachola  is  working  with  a sovereignty  advisory  council  that  is  attached 
to  Trask's  government  affairs  and  sovereignty  committee.  Its  members  are 
Vicky  Holt  Takamine,  Lehua  Kinilau,  Liz  Pa  Martin  and  Clifford  Chee. 

Cachola  said  she  plans  to  use  Web  sites,  video  and  community-based  TV 
programming  to  maximize  exposure  of  the  event. 

The  goal  is  to  put  together  a package  where  people  can  learn  about  the 
different  models  of  sovereignty. 

Organizers  would  then  call  for  the  question  on  native  Hawaiian 
self-determination,  she  said. 

http: //star bullet in . com/ 1999/06/03/ news/ story7 . html 
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Supreme  Court  limits  tribal  game  hunting 

OLYMPIA  - Indian  tribes'  treaty  right  to  hunt  game  on  "open  and  unclaimed 
lands"  is  limited  to  areas  in  which  each  tribe  has  traditionally  hunted, 
the  Washington  state  Supreme  Court  said  today. 

The  nine-member  court  unanimously  voted  to  reinstate  criminal  charges 
against  a Nooksack  Indian  who  was  arrested  in  1995  for  killing  two  elk 
outside  of  hunting  season  and  for  hunting  while  his  state  license  was 
revoked.  The  case,  which  has  ignited  a smoldering  dispute  between  Indian 
and  non-Indian  hunters,  was  remanded  for  trial  in  Yakima  County  Superior 
Court . 

At  issue  is  a hunting  right  guaranteed  by  the  1855  Point  Elliott  Treaty 
between  Northwest  tribes  and  the  federal  government. 

Donald  Buchanan,  the  Nooksack  accused  of  violating  state  hunting  laws, 
argued  that  the  treaty  gave  him  the  right  to  hunt  elk  on  "open  and 
unclaimed  lands,"  in  this  case,  public  lands  managed  by  the  state 
Department  of  Natural  Resources. 

A Yakima  County  judge  had  dismissed  the  charges  against  Buchanan  on  the 
grounds  that  the  treaty  gave  tribal  members  the  right  to  hunt  anywhere  in 
the  "Territory  of  Washington."  The  state  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the 
decision.  But  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a ruling  written  by  Chief  Dustice 
Richard  Guy,  said  the  lower  courts'  interpretations  of  the  treaty  right 
were  too  broad.  Instead,  the  high  court  partially  agreed  with  Yakima 
Prosecutor  Deff  Sullivan's  argument  that  the  hunting  right  was  intended  to 
diminish  as  settlers  moved  West. 

However,  the  court  rejected  Sullivan's  argument  that  today  there  is  no 
open  and  unclaimed  land. 
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Dudge  Rules  On  Motions  in  Latest  Case  Brought  by  William  Koch 
C.  Business  Wire 
Dune  18,  1999 

TULSA,  Okla.,  --  A U.S.  Magistrate  Dudge  in  U.S.  District  Court  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Oklahoma  has  ruled  that  a jury  should  be  informed 
that  the  federal  government  declined  to  intervene  in  an  oil  measurement 
case  brought  by  William  Koch. 

Under  federal  rules  applicable  in  the  case,  the  federal  government  could 
have  joined  the  action.  In  this  case,  the  government  decided  not  to  do  so. 

In  another  ruling,  the  judge  also  upheld  a motion  by  Koch  Industries 
preventing  William  Koch  from  entering  into  evidence  a Senate  Committee 
report  on  Koch  Industries'  alleged  business  conduct  on  Indian  properties. 
The  law  provides  that  because  the  report  was  from  a governmental 
investigation,  it  normally  would  be  admissible  unless  circumstances 
indicated  a lack  of  trustworthiness . The  court  found  several  factors  that 
raised  trustworthiness  issues,  including  the  "political  nature  of  the 
investigation"  and  the  "lack  of  procedural  safeguards"  (such  as  no  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses). 

The  court  also  noted  that  William  Koch's  involvement  in  the  Senate 
investigation  raised  trustworthiness  concerns.  The  order  states:  "Courts 
must  view  with  some  skepticism  a public  report  being  offered  against  a 
party  when  the  conclusions  contained  in  that  public  report  are  based  in 
part  on  evidence  solicited  by  the  opposing  party.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that 
William  I.  Koch,  a plaintiff  in  this  case,  was  involved  to  some  degree 
with  the  Special  Committee's  investigation." 

The  case  is  the  10th  in  a series  of  legal  actions  initiated  by  William 
Koch  against  Koch  Industries  and  its  chief  executive,  his  brother  Charles 
Koch,  over  the  past  17  years.  Each  of  those  legal  actions  which  have  been 
resolved  to  date  have  been  decided  in  Koch  Industries'  favor.  William 
Koch's  history  of  unsuccessful  litigation  against  Koch  Industries  has  thus 
far  occupied  the  time  of  27  state  and  federal  judges. 

"We're  pleased  that  the  jury  will  hear  a pertinent  background  fact  - 
that  the  government  could  have  joined  in  prosecuting  these  issues  but 
chose  not  to.  With  that  decision,  the  government  didn't  necessarily  take 
either  side,  but  not  telling  the  jury  that  William  Koch  is  the  one  who  is 
asserting  these  claims  would  suggest  the  government  is  prosecuting  this 
case,  and  that's  not  right,"  said  Day  Rosser,  a Koch  Industries  spokesman. 
"Also,  the  court's  ruling  means  that  a jury  will  hear  the  facts  of  this 
case  directly,  not  through  the  filter  of  a 10-year-old  report  which  was 
created  by  a political  process  influenced  by  William  Koch  and  his 
associates  as  part  of  his  ongoing  vendetta  against  our  company." 

These  rulings  by  the  court  follow  recent  public  statements  by  the  leader 
of  the  Osage  Indian  Nation,  an  allegedly  aggrieved  party  in  the  lawsuit 
brought  by  Bill  Koch,  defending  Koch  Industries  and  its  business  practices 
and  declaring  the  attacks  on  the  company  to  have  no  basis  in  fact. 

In  a recent  interview  with  the  Tulsa  World,  Charles  Tillman,  chief  of 
the  Osage  Nation,  said,  "Koch  has  been  up  front  with  us  and  has  been  a 
good  operator.  They  have  done  nothing  wrong." 

Tillman  said  that  in  1995  the  Osage  Nation  opened  up  their  files  to 
William  Koch  and  their  legal  team.  Fie  said  William  Koch's  review  of  the 
tribal  documents  related  to  oil  production  did  not  turn  up  any  evidence  of 
wrongdoing.  Approximately  85  percent  of  the  oil  that  Koch  purchased  from 
Indian  lands  was  bought  from  the  Osage  in  Oklahoma. 

Not  since  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  concluded  a nearly  year-long 
examination  and  independent  study  of  the  issues  in  1990  has  a Tribal 
leader  commented  publicly  on  the  allegations  William  Koch  has  made  against 
Koch  Industries.  The  Osage  Nation  has  declined  to  participate  in  any  legal 
action  against  Koch  and  continues  to  do  business  with  the  company. 


Since  William  Koch  began  aggressively  pressing  these  allegations, 
multiple  federal  agencies  have  conducted  extensive  investigations  into 
this  issue.  After  the  one-day  hearing  conducted  by  the  Senate's  committee 
in  1989,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (B.L.M.)  conducted  a year- 
long audit  of  the  practices  and  businesses  that  are  the  focus  of  the  suit 
and  found  no  wrongdoing  on  Koch's  part.  In  their  February  1990  report,  the 
B.L.M.  stated  their  review  "revealed  no  discrepancies  or  irregularities  in 
production  accountability..." 

In  addition,  after  another  lengthy  review  and  investigation,  the  U.S. 
Attorney's  office  in  Oklahoma  deemed  it  unworthy  of  legal  action. 

Following  that,  the  Osage  Agency  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  also 
investigated  the  situation  and  concurred  with  the  B.L.M  and  U.S. 

Attorney's  findings. 

"There's  a lot  of  history  behind  this  case,  but  the  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  it  will  be  up  to  the  court  and,  perhaps,  a jury  to  evaluate  the 
facts  here.  And  when  that's  said  and  done,  we're  confident  our  integrity 
will  be  affirmed,"  said  Rosser. 

Koch  Industries,  Inc.  through  its  subsidiaries,  employs  16,000  people 
worldwide  and  is  involved  in  virtually  all  phases  of  the  oil  and  gas 
industry,  as  well  as  in  chemicals,  plastics,  energy  services,  chemical  and 
environmental  technology  products,  asphalt  products,  metals  and  mineral 
services,  agriculture,  financial  services,  and  ventures.  For  more 
information  on  Koch,  refer  to  www.kochind.com  or  www.kochenvironment.com 
on  the  Internet. 
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Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  daughter's  Denise  and  Deborah,  along  with  Robert 
A.  Pictou-Branscombe  and  Shannon  M.  Collins  are  scheduled  for  a live  one 
hour  interview  with  Portland,  Oregon's  KBOO  Radio  Station.  Copy  of  this 
interview  will  be  made  available  for  distribution  to  other  interested 
networks.  This  is  the  first  interview  with  Anna  Mae's  daughter's  since 
the  loss  of  their  Mother  in  1975. 

Thursday,  Dune  24th  at  2:00-3:00  pm  Arizona  and  Oregon  time. 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  will  end  the  interview  with  a discussion  of 
his  personal  investigation  into  the  murder  of  Anna  Mae.  Aggressive  report. 

Deborah's  voice  sounds  just  like  her  mother . (Youngest  daughter)  Both 
will  share  experiences  they  had  with  Anna  Mae  and  they  will  express  their 
directives  with  the  A.N.N.A.  Foundation. 

Please  check  out  the  "MEDIA  AND  INTERVIEWS"  page  of  the  A.N.N.A.  Foundation 
website  at  http://members.aol.com/ANNAinc/Foundation.html 
Thanks  for  tuning  in. 

http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/ Foundation . html 
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Homicide  lands  in  BIA  jurisdiction 
By  ROD  WALTON 
c.  Tulsa  World 
6/18/99 


The  Adair  County  man  apparently  was  beaten  last  weekend. 

STILWELL  --  An  investigation  that  bounced  around  two  sheriff's  offices 
before  landing  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  looking  into  the 
apparent  beating  death  of  an  Adair  County  man  last  weekend. 

Dim  Chuculate,  56,  died  Saturday  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  in  Tulsa,  said 
Leon  Glenn,  Muskogee  commander  for  BIA  investigations. 

He  had  been  taken  by  ambulance  to  Tulsa  after  being  admitted  to  the 
Stilwell  hospital. 

"We  are  looking  into  it  as  a possible  homicide,"  Glenn  said.  "According 
to  the  Medical  Examiner's  Office  (in  Tulsa),  he  received  a blow  to  the  side 
of  the  head,  which  resulted  in  his  death." 

The  Medical  Examiner's  Office  apparently  called  the  Cherokee  County 
Sheriff's  Office  first,  believing  that  the  beating  occurred  in  that 
jurisdiction . 

"We  got  word  that  a man  had  died  . . . from  a beating  that  occurred  in 
Cherokee  County,"  Sheriff  Delena  Goss  said,  adding  that  the  beating 
allegedly  happened  at  a bar  in  the  southern  end  of  her  county. 

However,  investigators  later  determined  Chuculate's  fatal  injury  was 
sustained  in  Adair  County,  where  he  lived. 

Adair  County  investigators  decided  that  the  beating  had  happened  on 
Indian  land,  which  made  it  a BIA  case. 

Glenn  said  his  agency  received  the  case  Wednesday,  four  days  after 
Chuculate  died. 

The  BIA  commander  said  his  investigators  already  have  developed  at  least 
one  suspect,  although  he  would  not  give  any  more  details. 

"We  could  make  an  arrest  soon,  or  it  could  go  to  a (federal)  grand  jury," 
Glenn  said.  "There  are  a lot  of  witnesses  to  interview.  It  could  take  a 
little  time . " 

Glenn  would  not  say  why  Chuculate's  friends  or  relatives  did  not  call 
police  when  he  was  first  sent  to  the  hospital.  Chuculate,  who  was  disabled, 
was  married  and  had  three  children  and  a stepson. 

He  was  buried  Tuesday  at  a family  cemetery. 

"RE : Watchdog  Urges  Ipperwash  Inquiry"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Dun  1999  11:18:02  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Stoney  Point:  Ombuddy  urges  inquiry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WATCHDOG  URGES  IPPERWASH  INQUIRY 
The  Toronto  Star,  Dune  17,  1999  by  Theresa  Boyle 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Ipperwash  is  not  the  correct  name  for  the  land  concerned; 
the  name  is  Aazhoodena  Territory,  Stoney  Point. 

The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased  or  distorted 
information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is 
provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  provincial  ombudsman  has  called  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  police 
shooting  death  of  native  activist  Dudley  George.  "I  think  there  are 
questions  that  anyone  concerned  about  fundamental  justice  would  want 
addressed,"  she  said  yesterday  while  delivering  her  annual  report. 
Acting-Sergeant  Kenneth  Deane  was  convicted  of  criminal  negligence  in  the 
Sept.  6,  1995  shooting  of  George  during  a standoff  with  native  protesters 
at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park.  He  is  appealing.  Damieson  said  she  received  a 
complaint  last  year  about  the  incident,  including  "allegations  concerning 
actions  by  government  officials,"  but  couldn't  launch  an  investigation 
because  of  restrictions  in  her  mandate. 

However,  on  her  own,  she  investigated  a separate  allegation  regarding  the 
Ontario  Native  Affairs  Secretariat  and  its  conduct  in  response  to  the 
occupation  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  by  native  protesters.  "A  concern 
had  been  raised  publicly  in  the  Legislature  and  elsewhere  that  a change  in 
government  policy  had  been  approved  by  the  Interministerial  Committee  on 
Aboriginal  Emergencies  and  that  the  Native  Affairs  Secretariat  had  failed 
to  follow  its  established  practice  of  advising  the  First  Nations  concerned 
of  this  policy  change,"  she  said. 


Jamieson  has  advised  the  government  that  she  cannot  investigate  the  matter 
further  because  of  her  limited  jurisdiction  and  that  the  best  recourse 
would  be  a public  inquiry.  She  said  her  limited  probe  "raised  a number  of 
serious  and  complex  issues/'  many  of  which  were  beyond  the  scope  of  her 
authority  to  investigate.  "I  saw  enough  in  the  look  I had...  to  tell  me 
there  are  serious  issues  that  need  to  be  addressed  and  there  is  nowhere  to 
take  them,  (nobody)  to  do  an  inquiry,  a hard  look,  access  to  information 
and  make  recommendations  to  put  things  right,"  she  said. 

Jamieson  would  not  elaborate  on  what  she  discovered  in  her  investigation. 
Premier  Mike  Harris  yesterday  lost  a legal  battle  to  be  excluded  from  a 
lawsuit  over  George's  shooting.  The  Premier,  former  attorney-general 
Charles  Harnick  and  Solicitor-General  Bob  Runciman  must  remain  in  a 
wrongful  death  lawsuit  filed  by  the  George  family,  Mr.  Justice  James 
Southey  of  Divisional  Court  ruled.  The  decision  overjoyed  George's  brother, 
Sam,  but  a government  lawyer  said  he's  exploring  other  legal  avenues. 

"Today's  decision  is  really  a victory  for  truth,"  George's  brother  Sam 
said.  "The  delaying  process  that  they're  putting  us  through  doesn't  appear 
to  be  working."  Government  lawyer  Dennis  Brown  said  he  isn't  sure  if  the 
government  will  seek  to  appeal  yesterday's  decision. 


Letters  to  the  Star  --  mailto: lettertoed@thestar . ca 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  DUDLEY  GEORGE  - WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE! 
For  more  info  on  the  murder  of  Dudley  George: 
contact  Pierre  George  <czavitz@xcelco.on.ca> 

visit  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/arch01 . html 
...and  what  about  Gustafsen  Lake? 

For  a Gustafsen  Inquiry  Now! 

http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE:  Jailed  Protestants  Freed  in  Mexico"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Jun  1999  07:53:36  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  06-19-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Jailed  Protestants  Freed  in  Mexico 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

6/18/99 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  (AP)  - Local  officials  have  released 
13  Protestants  who  were  arrested  after  they  angered  villagers  by  trying  to 
build  a church  in  the  southern  state  of  Chiapas. 

The  Protestants  were  jailed  Tuesday  in  Mitziton,  10  miles  southeast  of 
the  state  capital,  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  and  turned  over  to 
authorities  in  neighboring  Flores  Magon,  where  they  live.  They  were 
released  Thursday  after  negotiations  between  government  officials  and 
local  residents. 

Many  residents  of  the  two  communities  see  their  unique  mixture  of 
Catholicism  and  traditional  Maya  Indian  beliefs  as  crucial  to  their 
culture's  survival.  Hundreds  of  people  had  demanded  that  the  Protestants 
be  expelled  from  their  communities. 

The  Protestants  said  they  were  ordered  to  leave  the  area  and  were 
threatened  with  death  if  they  return. 


"We  are  not  afraid.  We  have  the  right  to  build  our  temple  and  we  demand 
that  our  right  to  worship  be  respected/'  said  Carmen  Diaz  Lopez,  one  of 
the  group. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  Protestant  converts  - and  some  Roman  Catholics  - 
have  been  expelled  from  their  Chiapas  villages,  often  with  violence,  over 
the  past  20  years. 

"RE : Native  Riot  at  Regina  Correctional  Centre"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Dun  1999  21:36:06  +0000 
From:  anishnabe  <anishnabe@geocities.com> 

Sub j : Native  Syndicate  riot  at  the  Regina  Correctional  Centre 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

After  a weekend  of  hell  (Dune  18-  20)  at  the  Regina  Correctional 
Center  the  truth  emerges.  Members  of  Native  Syndicate  began  a riot  that 
destroyed  the  jail.  This  was  done  out  of  pure  anger  and  frustration.  I 
wonder  what  these  males  could  be  so  angry  about ... hmmmm . Members  slashed 
their  wrists  in  protest  to  a system  that  they  see  as  the  "enemy". 

Statistics  indicate  that  Saskatchewan  leads  in  Aboriginal  incarceration . 
Aboriginal  people  only  represent  3%  of  Canada's  population  but  make  up 
16%  of  all  admissions  to  federal  institutions.  Aboriginal  incarceration 
rate  is  8 times  the  national  average.  Aboriginal  people  in  Saskatchewan 
are  locked  up  at  a rate  of  1600  per  100000  as  compared  to  non-aboriginal 
people  who  are  locked  up  at  the  rate  of  48  per  100000.  Aboriginal  people 
living  on  First  Nations  account  for  30%  where  as  Aboriginal  people 
living  in  urban  centers  account  for  70%  incarcerated . Seems  Aboriginal 
incarceration  in  Saskatchewan  is  "big  business".  FSIN  now  wants  some  of 
this  "big  business'  and  is  now  developing  a separate  justice  system 
based  on  traditional  cultural  healing  and  justice.  Canada  will  not  deal 
with  the  social  structure  that  has  created  these  social  problems.  They 
have  left  these  social  problems  to  First  Nations  to  solve  who  cannot 
even  begin  to  cope  with  social  problems  on  the  reserve  let  alone  social 
problems  in  the  urban  centers.  Canada  now  is  in  the  process  of  cutting 
social  programs  because  they  can't  afford  to  tax  corporations . All  this 
is  happening  when  there  is  an  Aboriginal  "baby  boom"  in  Saskatchewan 
and  economic  programs  are  failing  Aboriginal  people.  Now  to  top  it  all 
off  the  Native  Syndicate  may  be  at  war  with  the  Manitoba  Warriors.  Over 
the  weekend  there  was  a drive-by  in  the  "hood"  in  which  one  of  the 
higher  members  in  NS  was  shot.  Word  on  the  street  has  it  that  the 
shooting  was  done  by  the  Manitoba  warriors.  At  this  point,  these  reports 
are  yet  to  be  confirmed  in  any  way.  There  will  be  more  riots  and  wars  if 
nothing  is  done.  There  maybe  no  future  for  Aboriginal  people  if  this 
continues.  We  will  be  too  busy  killing  each  other 

"RE : Peltier's  Case  Back  in  Court"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Dun  1999  19:00:03  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier's  case  back  in  court! 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Here  is  another  press  release.  Please  fax  it  to  your  local  media  and  pass 
it  on  to  other  supporters.  It  is  extremely  important  we  prepare  to 
mobilize  and  fill  the  court  room  as  soon  as  there  is  news  of  a hearing. 

We  will  let  you  know  what  is  happening  every  step  of  the  way! 

— LPDC  staff  collective 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE,  Dune  22,  1999 

FORMER  U.S.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  CHALLENGES  THE  U.S.  PAROLE  COMMISSION  ON  BEHALF 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  PRISONER,  LEONARD  PELTIER 
Conact : 

Contact : 

Gina  Chiala 


Lawrence  Schilling 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Law  Office-Ramsey  Clark 

785-842-5774 

212-475-3232 

For  the  first  time  in  any  court,  a habeas  corpus  petition  challenging  the 
denial  by  the  U.S.  Parole  Commission  of  Leonard  Peltier's  substantive  and 
procedural  parole  rights  has  been  filed  in  federal  district  court  in  Topeka, 
Kansas.  This  is  the  first  attempt  to  enter  Peltier's  case  into  the  courts 
since  he  last  appealed  his  conviction  in  1993.  Peltier,  who  is  considered 
to  be  a political  prisoner  by  Amnesty  International  who  insists  he  be 
immediately  and  unconditionally  released,  has  become  a notorious  symbol  of 
injustice  against  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Americas.  Peltier  was 
originally  convicted  in  1977  for  the  first  degree  murders  of  FBI  agents, 
lack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams. 

The  petition  was  filed  by  former  Attorney  General  and  lawyer,  Ramsey  Clark 
with  attorneys  Carl  Nadler  and  Lawrence  Schilling.  It  was  filed  on  Dune  4, 
1999  and  challenges  as  illegal,  clearly  erroneous,  arbitrary,  capricious, 
and  unconstitutional,  the  Commission's  denial  of  parole  to  Peltier  and  its 
decision  to  schedule  Peltier's  next  parole  release  hearing  in  December 
2008  --  15  years  in  the  future,  17  years  in  excess  of  the  Commission's 
applicable  guidelines  and  6 years  after  the  date  set  by  Congress  for  the 
total  abolition  of  the  Parole  Commission  itself.  Peltier's  petition  also 
charges  that  as  a result  of  changes  in  federal  parole  laws,  practices  and 
procedures  since  1975,  Peltier  has  been  imprisoned  longer  than  the  law  then 
authorized  in  violation  of  the  Constitution's  ex  post  facto  clause,  as  well 
as  Peltier's  right  to  due  process  and  equal  protection  of  the  laws.  The 
Parole  Commission  is  required  to  substantiate  its  reasons  for  denying  a 
prisoner  parole  beyond  the  guidelines.  Peltier  claims  the  Commission's 
stated  reasons  have  been  based  on  discriminatory  and  erroneous  reasoning. . 

Additionally,  the  petition  points  to  the  dismantling  process  of  the 
federal  parole  commission  since  the  Comprehensive  Crime  Control  Act  was 
passed  in  1984  and  ties  this  process  to  the  denial  of  parole  to  prisoners 
like  Peltier  for  reasons  of  self  interest.  Also  challenged  is  the 
Commission's  refusal  to  acknowledge  Peltier's  current  health  condition  as 
a substantial  reason  to  consider  his  release.  Peltier  is  currently 
suffering  from  a condition  that,  according  to  prison  officials,  causes  his 
jaw  to  be  frozen  open  13  millimeters. 

Although  government  prosecutors  have  openly  stated  that  there  was  not 
enough  evidence  to  prove  that  Peltier  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  the 
two  agents  killed  during  the  1975  shoot  out  on  the  Lakota  Reservation,  the 
Commission  has  ignored  this  and  repeatedly  refused  to  reconsider  parole, 
stating  that  Peltier  has  not  yet  taken  criminal  responsibility  for  the 
deaths.  After  a December  1995  Interim  Parole  Hearing  Review,  the 
Commission  stated  in  its  subsequent  decision,  "The  Commission  recognizes 
that  the  prosecution  has  conceded  the  lack  of  any  direct  evidence  that  you 
personally  participated  in  the  executions  of  the  two  FBI  agents.  ..." 

Later  in  the  decision  they  stated  that  they  would  not  reconsider  parole  for 
Peltier  because  of  his,  "evident  decision  not  to  accept  criminal 
responsibility."  Peltier,  who  has  always  maintained  his  innocence,  is  now 
spending  his  twenty-fourth  year  in  prison. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 
To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject:  line 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Sun,  27  Dune  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolFlill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system.  They  have  asked  that  I submit 
their  names  to  Wotanging  Ikche's  Native  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  list  --  which  I am 
doing.  I'm  also  broadcasting  their  names  to  others  on  lists  I believe  may 
include  interested  individuals. 

Please  select  one  of  these  guys  and  write.  I've  met  them  all  personally 
and  I believe  any  of  them  would  be  a worthwhile  correspondent.  Because  of 
the  strange  regulations  of  the  prison  system,  believe  it  or  not,  I MAY  NOT 
write  to  any  of  them  because  I meet  with  them  face  to  face  in  the  prison. 

If  this  were  not  so,  I certainly  would  write  them  myself. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 
study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5'7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair  Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 


Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


We  received  in  the  mail  this  week  the  new  official  newsletter  of  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Foundation  (AIRR),  Arrows  in  the  Wind. 

This  is  a quarterly  available  by  subscription  (annual)  for  $15.00. 

Prisoners  can  obtain  this  publication  for  the  reduced  rate  of  $5.00. 
Donations  to  AIRR  are  tax-deductable  under  IRS  Code  Section  501  c(3).  Their 
address  is  3005  South  Lamar  Blvd,  Suite  D109-183,  Austin  TX  78704. 

According  to  their  published  objective  statement,  AIRR  is  a non-profit 
organization  that  works  to  represent  and  support  all  American  Indian 
prisoners  incarcerated  within  the  Texas  Department  Criminal 
Dustice-Institutional  Division  (TDCD-ID)  prison  facilities,  within  the 
objective  to  build  a public  foundation  of  support  that  will  give  us  a voice 
that  can  push  for  legislative  action  to  secure  and  protect  the  religious  and 
spiritual  needs  of  the  Native  American  Prisoners.  Included  in  this  16  page 
issue  were  articles  regarding  not  only  Texas,  but  updates  on  activities 
around  the  country  that  might  impact  all  Native  American  prisoners'  rights. 

I would  be  interested  in  receiving  information  about  any  similar  groups 
either  nationwide  (aimed  at  state  or  federal  prisoners)  or  local,  and  would 
be  glad  to  give  them  a plug  here, 
thanks,  lanet 

"RE : Saw  Her  for  a Minute..."  

Date:  Fri,  05  Mar  1999  01:36:42  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : saw  her  for  a minute... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I found  this  in  my  old  notebook  when  I was  a young  man,  in  Navajo  land 
1970. 

I was  riding  in  the  back  of  a pickup  we  were  looking  for  my  aunt's 
place  halfway  between  Twin  Lakes  and  Mexican  Springs.  The  road  was 


dirt,  a back  road,  rough  and  we  had  to  cross  a wash,  a deep  one,  and  so 
we  held  on  as  my  brother  put  it  in  four  wheel  drive  and  down  into  it  we 
went . 

At  the  bottom  I could  see  that  there  were  two  riders  on  horseback  going 
down  the  wash,  a guy  and  a girl.  It  was  dusty  and  it  was  getting  all 
kicked  up.  She  had  her  back  to  me  and  was  riding  away  but  she  turned  to 
look  back  just  for  a second. 

She  had  on  wranglers,  a blue  western  shirt  and  her  hair  was  hanging 
loose,  she  looked  about  18  I guess.  I saw  her  just  for  moment  and  she 
smiled  and  watched  us  for  a few  seconds  then  turned  around.  I was  going 
the  other  way,  but  I can  remember  her,  she  was  the  prettiest  Navajo 
girl  I had  ever  seen.  She  didn't  have  any  makeup  or  have  anything  fancy 
on,  but  her  cheekbones  were  high,  her  eyes  friendly,  her  hair  was  long 
and  brown  and  windblown  like  she  had  been  riding  for  a while.  She  was 
th  only  thing  between  heaven  and  earth,  a real  gentle  look,  a way  of 
moving  timeless. 

She  looked  perfect  sitting  on  a horse  as  if  she  had  been  born  there.  I 
saw  the  twinkle  in  her  eyes,  the  glow  of  her  womanhood,  classic  as  if 
she  had  been  born  for  the  ages.  She  had  on  no  makeup,  looking  dusty  and 
tired  but  the  smile  was  genuine  and  her  manner  friendly.  In  that  moment 
I could  see  her  by  my  side  riding  in  the  pickup,  going  to  the  rodeo 
with  me  standing  there  my  bullriding  rigging.  I could  see  her  in  my 
home  and  in  my  life,  forever.  I would  do  anything  for  her. 

She  was  gone  just  like  that  into  the  brush  and  I went  on  up  the  other 
side  of  the  wash.  I never  saw  her  again,  but  I still  can  see  her,  I did 
not  ever  know  her  name,  but  it  is  a moment  I will  never  forget.  I would 
like  to  find  someone  like  that.  A girl  who  likes  to  ride  and  would 
follow  me  everywhere  who  would  be  with  me  as  I go  about  each  day. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Dun  1999  16:45:20  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  112 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XIV.  FRIDAY,  Dune  16,  1899  NUMBER  34 


THE  BRIGHT  SIDE. 


Better  to  hope,  though  the  clouds  hang  low. 
And  to  keep  the  eyes  still  lifted; 

For  the  sweet  blue  sky  will  soon  peep  thro' 
When  the  ominous  clouds  are  rifted! 

There  was  never  a night  without  a day. 

Or  an  evening  without  a morning; 

And  the  darkest  hour,  as  the  proverb  goes. 
Is  the  hour  before  the  dawning. 

Better  to  weave  in  the  web  of  life 
A bright  and  golden  filling. 

And  to  do  God's  will  with  a ready  heart. 

And  hands  that  are  swift  and  willing. 

Than  to  snap  the  delicate,  slender  threads 
Of  our  curious  lives  asunder. 

And  then  blame  heaven  for  the  tangled  ends. 


And  sit,  and  grieve,  and  wonder. 


A FAMILIAR  SIGHT  TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  AMONG  CAMP  INDIANS. 


Lizette  Kinsinger  of  Oklahoma  writes  thus  of  familiar  scenes,  for  The 
Watchword : 

While  I was  sitting  in  the  tepee  I watched  some  of  the  women  wash  the 
dishes . 

I want  to  tell  you  how  they  do  it. 

They  had  many  dishes,  and  they  were  on  the  ground  where  they  always 
are,  and  three  of  four  dogs  were  engaged  in  licking  them. 

After  they  were  licked  thoroughly,  the  woman  took  a rag  and  rubbed 
them,  and  then  set  them  in  an  old  box  which  serves  as  a cupboard.  The 
smallest  dog  spied  some  crumbs  among  the  dishes,  and  he  got  into  the  box 
and  crawled  all  over  them  unmolested. 

No  one  seemed  to  think  he  was  doing  anything  out  of  the  way,  and  sure 
the  poor,  half  starved  dog  felt  he  was  doing  just  about  right. 

A Sick  Indian. 

To  some  of  our  cultured  Indian  boys  and  girls  the  above  description 
will  be  as  repulsive  as  it  is  to  any  refined  person,  although  the  Indian 
must  admit  that  the  picture  is  a true  one.  And  Miss  Kinsinger' s 
description  of  the  sick  Indian  is  also  true  to  life  as  observed  by  the 
Man -on -the -band -stand : 

A few  days  ago  a girl  came  to  me  for  medicine  for  her  father  who  had 
sore  throat. 

I sent  a gargle,  and  told  her  I would  come  out  to  see  him  next 
morning. 

When  I got  there  he  was  outside  the  tepee  with  a blanket  wrapped 
around  his  head  and  neck,  but  barefooted,  and  it  was  a cold  day,  too. 

When  I told  him  he  ought  to  put  on  his  shoes  and  stay  inside,  he  only 
laughed  and  pointed  to  his  blanket,  as  much  as  to  say,  I am  sick  in  the 
throat  and  not  in  the  feet. 

I went  again  the  next  day  to  see  the  sick  man  and  found  him  very  sick, 
at  least  he  acted  as  though  "he  near  die,"  as  they  say. 

He  had  tonsilitis,  and  I am  sure  he  was  not  feeling  very  comfortable. 

He  was  stark  naked  to  the  waist,  with  only  a blanket  around  the  hips. 

It  is  their  custom  to  have  no  clothing  on  when  sick. 

I meant  to  go  to  see  him  today,  but  did  not  get  so  far  as  that  when  I 
was  out. 

I heard  he  was  out,  so  I hope  he  is  better. 

But  when  the  Indian  is  out  it  does  not  mean  that  he  is  well. 

He  generally  keeps  moving  about  for  fear  he  will  die  if  he  keeps 
quiet . 

I have  noticed  here  that  when  any  of  the  children  faint  or  have  some 
similar  attack,  as  they  sometimes  do,  the  other  children  will  jump  them 
up  and  down  with  all  their  might  to  "Make  them  alive  again,"  as  they 
say. 


INDIANS,  GENTLEMEN. 


The  Chilocco  Indian  School  second  nine  defeated  our  home  nine  easily 
last  Saturday.  The  game  ended  fifteen  to  thirty-one.  The  Indian  boys 
played  a good  game,  and  their  actions  were  manly  which  exhibits  to  their 
white  neighbors  that  their  instructions  at  Chilocco  have  not  been  in 
vain.  It  might  be  well  for  many  of  our  own  race  of  people  to  pattern 
after  the  Indian  boys  while  away  from  home.  A white  man  was  not 
requested  to  accompany  them  to  look  after  deportment.  -[Kay  County  Sun, 
Blackwell,  Oklahoma. 
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There  are  three  d's  which  if  all  would  watch  more  carefully  the  health 
of  people  generally  would  be  better,  viz.  Drinking-water,  Damp,  and 
drains . 

The  Fort  Mojave  School,  Arizona,  Dohn  D.  McKoin,  Superintendent,  has 
sent  out  very  neat  and  attractive  programs  of  their  closing  exercises, 
to  be  held  Dune  16th. 

The  mandolin  practice  is  pleasing  to  hear  except  when  the  Band  is  on 
the  bandstand  rendering  some  fine  part  of  a classical  selection.  That 
is  the  time  for  the  mandolin  player  to  wait  awhile,  especially  when  out 
on  the  balcony.  We  must  think  of  others  sometimes. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  Saturday  evening's  concert  on  the 
bandstand : 

1.  Overture.  "The  belle  of  the  Village"  -Bouillon;  2.  Waltz,  "Dolly 
Girls"  -Vollstetd;  3.  March,  "Dreadnaught"  -Dalbey;  4.  Grand  Selection, 
"Martha"  -Elotow;  5.  Caprice-Mazurka,  "Magnolia"  -Dalbey;  6.  Peer  Gynt 
Suite,  -Grieg;  7.  Minuet  -Paderewski;  8.  Hail  Columbia  -Fyles. 

One  of  the  sentences  much  quoted  on  the  baseball  ground  by  ye  rooters 
is  "He's  up  in  the  air."  But  the  truth  was  never  so  strongly  felt  as 
when  during  the  game  last  week,  a balloon  with  a man  dangling  by  a rope 
attracted  the  attention  of  all  and  stopped  the  playing  for  a few 
moments,  and  as  we  were  watching  with  breathless  suspense  to  see  the  man 
leave  the  balloon  to  come  down  to  earth  as  advertised,  a wag  on  the 
bleachers,  called  out,  "He  is  up  in  the  air." 

Principal  Rishel,  of  the  Atoka  Baptist  Academy,  Indian  Territory, 
writes  encouragingly  about  the  interest  his  pupils  take  in  the  HELPER, 
and  says  he  recently  attended  the  Armstrong  Academy,  a boarding  school 
for  Indian  orphan  boys  near  Caddo,  and  that  "the  boys  stood  high  in 
their  examination  and  showed  excellent  drill  in  their  declamations  and 
choruses.  One  afternoon  was  given  to  field  sports,  consisting  of 
military  drill  and  a match  game  of  baseball,  in  both  of  which  the  boys 
acquitted  themselves  nobly." 

A joke  on  the  Major  is  a rare  thing,  hence  worth  recording.  For 
instance,  the  other  morning  at  breakfast  in  his  talk  before  the  student 
body,  he  was  telling  them  of  a Negro  who  had  risen  to  eminence  through 
perseverance,  and  as  he  talked  grew  very  earnest  in  his  desire  to  show 
that  race  need  not  hinder  the  progress  of  a person.  "Why,"  said  the 
Major,  "this  man  is  as  black  as  my  hat."  Here  a perceptible  smile 
spread  over  the  entire  audience  and  the  speaker  did  not  understand  the 
joke  until  he  started  to  leave,  when  Miss  Miles  suggested  that  if  the 
Negro  alluded  to  were  no  blacker  than  that  hat  he  was  not  very  black. 
Then  the  Major  understood.  He  nearly  always  wears  a black  hat,  but  now 
has  a new  light  felt,  which  he  waved  aloft  while  his  boys  and  girls 
broke  out  into  a hearty  laugh  in  which  he  himself  joined. 


It  is  quite  the  habit  of  Director  Wheelock  to  serenade  those  having 
birthdays  with  selections  from  his  band.  So  the  officers  and  teachers, 
as  a return  for  his  generosity  and  thoughtfulness,  gave  HIM  some  band 


music  last  Wednesday  evening,  from  which  he  might  take  a few  lessons  in 
harmony  if  he  has  a good  ear.  The  instruments  consisted  of  tin 
whistles,  horns,  combs,  cuckoos,  handmade  grind-organs,  rattle-boxes, 
kettle-drums  and  the  like.  The  Major  led  and  had  for  his  baton  a tennis 
racket.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  man  of  honor,  Mr.  Wheelock,  was 
extremely  gratified  as  well  as  amused.  "A  little  nonsense  now  and 
then,"  - We  all  know  the  rest. 

The  season  for  college  games  of  ball  is  over,  but  we  still  have  some 
fun  at  the  invigorating  sport.  On  Tuesday  evening  there  was  a great 
game  between  the  Juniors  and  the  All-Americans  - pick  players  selected 
from  the  classes  below  Junior  grade.  The  team  played  evenly  enough  to 
make  the  game  intensely  interesting  from  start  to  finish,  and  hilarious 
applause  was  indulged  in  frequently.  It  was  a five-inning  game  and 
resulted  in  a defeat  of  the  Juniors  by  a score  of  4 to  3. 

Are  we  tired  of  working  on  a farm  in  Bucks  County  and  do  we  sometimes 
wish  we  did  not  have  to  do  such  work  and  that  life  were  easier?  Then 
let  us  think  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  boyhood.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  boyhood  of  our  GREAT  President  was  spent  in  the  roughest  and 
coarsest  description  of  farm  work.  There  may  be  something  great  for  us 
if  we  are  faithful  over  the  few  things  and  do  not  shirk  the  unpleasant 
hard  work. 

Wet  grass  is  not  to  sit  in,  lie  or  walk  in.  When  the  grass  is  taking  a 
drink,  why  not  give  it  a rest  and  stay  out  of  it?  Did  you  ever  see 
Major  Pratt,  Mr.  Standing,  Professor  G.  Bakeless,  Mr.  Thompson  or  any 
sensible  person  sit  or  lie  in  the  grass  when  ground  or  grass  was  damp? 
Why  not?  Because  they  are  not  ready  to  die,  nor  do  they  care  to  go 
hunting  for  colds,  coughs  or  rheumatism  in  any  such  way.  Cannot  we  try 
to  be  as  sensible? 

Joseph  Gouge,  '99,  has  wide-awake  views  on  the  Indian  question.  At 
the  close  of  a business  letter  he  says,  (using  capitals  where  he 
underscored  heavily.)  "WORK  is  what  ALL  men  MUST  do.  So  it  is  with  all 
Indians.  They  must  be  forced  out  of  the  reservations  or  they  are  a 
failure. " 


(P  3) 

Another  warm  wave. 

Mr.  Kensler's  "dash"  is  inspecting  the  lower  farm. 

It  is  said  that  frequent  and  short  holidays  are  better  for  one  than  a 
continuous  vacation. 

Wilson  College  having  closed  for  the  summer  vacation.  Miss  Richenda 
Pratt  is  home. 

Mr.  Cayou,  '96,  now  of  Dickinson  College  has  gone  to  spend  the  summer 
at  the  "Hub."  He  is  agent  for  an  Aluminum  Company. 

Harold  Parker  is  in  Washington  visiting  his  father  - Chief  Quanah 
Parker,  of  the  Comanche  tribe. 

Edmond  Wheelock  is  getting  to  be  a great  little  talker,  and  he  has  a 
curl  for  anyone  who  will  accept  it  at  hand. 

We  would  like  to  hear  a solo  on  Mr.  Snyder's  serenade  grind-organ 
accompanied  by  those  "Noble"  cymbals. 

The  feast  of  berries  enjoyed  by  the  student  body  on  Saturday  evening 
was  a treat  from  the  officers  and  employees. 

Mr.  Sowerby  and  Miss  Bowersox  with  Mr.  Snider  and  Miss  Cochran  are 
running  close  games  in  tennis  these  evenings. 

The  hospital  force  was  greatly  pleased  over  a lot  of  lovely  roses  sent 
to  them  by  Rose  Duverney,  from  her  country  home. 

The  Hampton  Institute,  Virginia,  Thirty-first  Anniversary  Exercises 
took  place  yesterday  to  attend  which  several  at  our  school  were  invited. 

Assistant  Superintendent  A.  J.  Standing  and  son  Jack  are  rusticating 
in  the  mountains  near  Pine  Grove.  They  expect  to  be  absent  a week  or 
so. 

A number  of  our  teachers  are  planning  to  attend  the  Pennsylvania 
Chautauqua  at  Mt.  Gretna,  while  some  are  going  to  the  New  York 
Chautauqua . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  ran  in  from  Steelton  between  trains  Tuesday 
evening.  They  always  bring  cheer,  and  a little  breath  from  the  outside 


that  is  appreciated. 

Allen  Blackchief  was  hit  in  the  back  by  the  ball  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  suffered  considerably  for  a time,  but  is  around  and  ready  for 
another  game  at  this  writing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Eastburn  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.K.  Cornell  of  Bucks 
County,  are  visiting  the  Bennetts.  Mrs.  Cornell  is  an  aunt  of  Mrs. 
Bennett  and  Mrs.  Eastman  is  a great  aunt. 

Mrs.  Stevick,  who  recently  returned  East  from  Denver,  where  she  has 
been  paying  an  extended  visit  with  her  son  Mr.  Guy  Leroy  Stevick,  was  a 
guest  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  last  Thursday. 

Mr.  Harlan  of  the  lower  farm  can  boast  of  as  fine  a field  of  corn  as 
is  seen  in  this  section.  His  potatoes  are  doing  well,  and  the  boys  and 
girls  think  that  cherries  for  the  lower  farm  are  very  good. 

The  wagon-makers  and  painters  have  repaired  the  farm  wagon  to  look 
like  a new  article.  When  asked  which  were  the  old  parts  a few  pieces  of 
iron  were  pointed  out.  Wheels  axles  and  all  of  the  wood  work  are  new. 

If  blue  is  true  the  color  is  all  right,  although  the  "black  chief"  is 
putting  on  a few  touches  of  sombre. 

A warm  reception  is  given  these  days  to  those  who  go  to  the  near  farm, 
on  the  part  of  the  family  of  grayhounds  still  in  their  infancy  out  at 
the  jumping  age.  They  are  very  interesting  young  dogs. 

Follow  the  Band  concert  tomorrow  night  with  program  in  hand.  We 
should  know  the  names  of  the  pieces  and  the  composers.  Any  one  may  have 
a HELPER  by  asking  a printer  for  it,  if  wanted  for  this  purpose. 

The  Mandolin  Club  under  Professor  Morrow,  of  Harrisburg,  is  beginning 
to  produce  good  music.  On  Saturday  last,  ye  reporter  was  invited  in,  to 
hear  the  practice,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  pieces  rendered. 

Wednesday  was  Flag  Day  and  Mr.  Harkness,  tinner,  was  the  only 
patriotic  shopman.  Old  Glory  waved  over  his  door  all  day.  In  the 
evening  the  band  played  at  the  exercises  at  Bosler  Hall,  Dickinson 
College. 

The  band  went  to  Harrisburg  on  Tuesday  night  to  play  for  the 
Democratic  Convention.  We  are  Democratic,  Republican,  Prohibition,  Woman 
Suffrage,  anything,  when  band  music  will  help  to  bring  the  Indian  into 
recognition . 

One  of  the  best  bands  in  the  city  last  night  was  the  one  from  the 
Carlisle  Indian  School.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  yesterday 
was  not  the  first  time  Indians  made  white  men  dance  to  their  music. 
-[Harrisburg  Patriot. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  have  greatly  improved  the  looks  of  things  around 
the  near  farm.  White-wash  and  a general  pick-up  have  done  wonders.  The 
crops,  too,  are  looking  well.  We  are  going  to  have  plenty  of  pease  in 
the  near  future. 

Miss  Weekley's  class.  Number  9,  "set  up"  the  strawberries  to  a few  of 
their  friends  gathered  in  the  Susan  Longstreth  Literary  Society  Hall, 
last  Friday  evening.  They  intended  to  have  a lawn  party  but  rain 
prevented.  The  evening  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all. 

Prof.  Bakeless  is  a temporary  widower,  Mrs.  Bakeless  having  gone  to 
her  father's  home  for  a brief  visit.  When  she  returned  to  the  school  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Master  Dohn  wished  to  remain  with  his  grandpa,  and 
thought  he  never  would  care  to  come  to  Carlisle  again,  but  we  learn  he 
has  changed  his  mind  so  delighted  was  he  to  see  his  "Mamma,  dear"  this 
week. 

Miss  Eva  Dohnson,  class  '89,  is  with  us  for  a brief  visit.  Miss  Eva 
has  passed  through  many  and  varied  experiences,  in  the  Indian  Service 
and  elsewhere  since  she  left  Carlisle.  The  position  from  which  she 
recently  resigned  on  account  of  the  clime  not  being  agreeable  to  her  was 
teacher  at  the  Ft.  Mojave  School,  Arizona.  She  received  a warm  welcome, 
and  we  are  glad  to  have  her  with  us. 

Mrs.  Pratt  and  daughter  Miss  Richenda,  leave  this  evening  for  Denver, 
Colorado,  stopping  to  spend  Sunday  in  Chicago,  with  Mrs.  Twyman  whom 
many  at  Carlisle  remember  so  pleasantly.  From  there  they  go  to  visit 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Leroy  Stevick  at  Denver,  until  joined  by  Major  Pratt  on 
his  way  to  attend  the  Los  Angeles,  California,  Indian  Institute  in 
Duly.  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Pratt  will  accompany  the  Major  to  California, 


and  on  his  return  east  intend  visiting  a sister  in  St.  Louis  and  other 
sisters  in  Indiana. 


(page  4) 

DOES  GOD  SCOLD? 


Do  WE  scold?  is  a good  question  for  each  to  ask. 

What  is  scolding? 

Is  correction  scolding? 

No.  It  is  the  DUTY  of  those  in  charge  of  young  people  to  admonish 
wisely.  To  correct  and  advise,  sometimes  sharply,  if  gentleness  does 
not  suffice. 

But  here  was  a little  girl  who  must  have  heard  a great  deal  of 
scolding  from  her  mother. 

Some  mothers  are  tired  and  fretted  with  cares  and  troubles,  and  seem 
to  get  relief  in  scold,  scold  scolding  their  children. 

So  this  little  girl  startled  her  mother  one  day  by  saying: 

"Mamma,  does  God  scold?" 

The  mother  felt  a little  ashamed  of  herself  and  replied: 

"No,  child.  No." 

"Well  I am  glad  that  he  doesn't,"  said  the  child,  "for  scolding  always 
makes  me  feel  so  badly,  even  if  it  is  not  my  fault.  I don't  think  I 
would  love  God  much  if  he  scolded." 

This  item  was  taken  from  the  Religious  World,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
boys  and  girls  who  do  wrong  and  then  when  corrected  say  so  easily  about 
the  one  in  charge:  "He  is  a scold." 

But  if  we  speak  to  those  under  us  in  a cross  petulant  way,  then  we 
deserve  to  be  called  a scold. 


THE  INDIAN  FATHER'S  EXPERIMENT. 


An  Indian  had  four  sons. 

He  had  heard  so  much  about  the  best  way  to  bring  up  boys,  that  he 
determined  to  train  them  all  differently  and  see  which  way  was  best. 

The  eldest  he  fed  well,  and  let  him  do  as  he  pleased;  consequently, 
her  spent  most  of  his  time  between  meals  on  his  blankets. 

The  second  he  sent  to  the  sweat  bath  every  morning,  but  allowed  him  to 
seek  his  own  pleasure  the  rest  of  the  time. 

The  third  was  well  fed,  but  made  to  work  hard. 

The  fourth  was  sent  to  the  river  every  morning  for  a cold  bath,  fed 
well  and  made  to  work  moderately. 

The  first  died  shortly  after  he  became  a man. 

The  second  grew  old  before  his  time,  had  gray  hair  and  wrinkles  at 
forty,  and  died  while  still  in  his  prime. 

The  third  was  a great  worker,  and  became  a rich  man,  but  died  before 
he  was  old. 

The  fourth  was  the  most  active  and  strong  of  all. 

He  was  a great  worker,  became  rich  and  did  not  die  till  he  was  a very 
old  man.  -[Translated  by  H.W.C.,  for  Progress. 


BICYCLE  WISDOM. 


Ye  bicycle  rider,  paste  these  in  your  hat! 

Politeness  is  like  a pneumatic  tire  - there  isn't  much  in  it,  but  it 
eases  many  a jolt  in  the  journey  of  life. 

A pleasant  disposition,  like  oil  in  a bicycle  bearing,  reduces 
friction  and  prevents  a world  of  wear  and  tear. 

The  world,  like  a bicycle,  would  soon  come  to  a stop  were  it  not  for 
the  cranks. 

Like  a link  in  a bicycle  chain,  we  may  not  amount  to  much 
individually,  but  collectively  we  make  the  wheels  go  round. 

Like  a friend  in  need,  the  angle-bar  is  appreciated  only  when  the  road 
is  rough. 

Life  is  like  a bicycle  run;  some  worry,  fret,  and  scorch  along,  and 
soon  reach  the  end,  while  others  take  it  easy  and  enjoy  life  as  they  go. 


TO  KEEP  THE  LUNGS  HEALTHY. 


Breathe  deeply. 

When  out  in  good  air  stand  so  as  to  breathe  long  and  slowly  filling 
the  lungs  completely;  hold  the  breath  a second  or  two,  then  blow  it  out 
slowly.  Do  this  eight  or  ten  times. 

Go  through  with  this  exercise  several  times  a day,  as  long  as  you 
live,  and  it  will  do  much  toward  keeping  the  lungs  healthy,  and  the 
tendency  to  consumption  can  be  overcome. 

Draw  the  breath  in  through  the  nose,  not  through  the  lips. 

Nearly  all  physicians  say  that  people  do  not  breathe  deeply  enough. 
When  we  remember  that  air  makes  blood,  and  the  strength  of  the  body 
depends  upon  good  blood  we  can  see  good  reason  for  following  this 
advice. 


HOW  ABOUT  IT. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand,  wonders  if  what  Dr.  Dohn  Hall  said  at  a 
Princeton  Commencement  would  apply  to  the  students  of  a Government 
Indian  Training  school. 

The  eminent  Doctor  of  Divinity  said  regarding  college  students; 

"Many  a student  goes  through  college  much  as  an  auger  goes  through  a 
log.  There  is  a great  deal  of  twisting  and  screwing  and  noise,  and  he 
comes  out  somewhat  less  sharp  than  he  went  in." 


Enigma . 


I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  7,  6,  10,  11  is  the  greatest  force  in  the  world. 

My  4,  5,  8 is  one  of  the  most  useful  domestic  animals. 

My  2,  3,  9,  1 disturbs  some  people  in  summer. 

My  whole  was  a very  welcome  guest  last  Friday  morning  and  made 
everybody  happy. 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Doing  Time"  

Date:  25  Hun  1999  15:34:26  GMT 
From:  odawa4ever@aol.com  (0dawa4ever) 

Sub j : Any  reviews  of  LEONARD'S  book? 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I ask  you  all  to  ponder  the  words  below  and  tell  me  what  you  think: 

"Doing  time  creates  a 
demented  darkness  of  my 
own  imagination... 

Doing  time,  does  this  thing 
to  you.  But  of  course,  you 
don't  do  time. 

You  do  without  it.  Or 
rather,  time  does  you. 

Time  is  a canibal 
that  devours  the  flesh 
of  your  years 


day  by  day,  bite  by  bite 


<nespectfully  borowed  from  Leonard's  new  book> 

Remember  this  in  your  imagined  freedom,  as  you  walk  about  today... and 
everyday  that  he  sits  there  for  you  and  I... for  his  incarceration  depicts 
the  stature  of  our  Race,  his  situation  is  the  epitome  of  our  place  in 
this  society  and  to  forget  that,  is  to  turn  your  back  to  him,  us  and  all 
we  as  Native  People,  suffer  for. 

Dimmie 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  Tue,  22  Dun  99  02:16:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  4-10 


IU  LAI 
4 

Rejoice  with  the  storms  of  the  earthj  shout  joy  with  the  voice  of  the 
thunders ! 


5 

The  wonder  of  childhood  is  preserved  within. 

6 

Choose  the  path  taken  by  only  a few,  for  it  leads  to  wisdom. 

7 

Dance  joyously  in  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

8 

Life  is  all  around  us,  ...  and  within. 

9 

I weave  a lei  of  maile  leaves  to  celebrate  the  new  day! 

10 

My  flute  echoes  the  cry  of  the  wind. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Mon,  14  Dune  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 


Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10027 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo . net> 

Sub  j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Flope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Sub j : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Duly  1-4 

Pawnee  Indian  Veterans  Flomecoming  & Pow  wow 
Pawnee,  Memorial  Field.  918-762-2654  . 918-762-4691 

Duly  3-5 
Quapaw  Pow  wow 

Quapaw,  Beaver  Springs  Park.  918-542-1853 
Duly  8-11 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  Pow  wow 
Stroud,  Tribal  Reserve.  918-968-3526 
Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


Date:  Mon,  10  May  1999  08:02:32  -0500 

From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games 


Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games  set  for  Dune,  Duly 

c.  Tulsa  World 

5/8/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  second  annual  Oklahoma  American  Indian  Games,  which 
feature  10  sports  for  Indian  athletes  ages  11  to  18,  will  be  held 
throughout  the  state  in  Dune  and  Duly. 

The  organization  has  divided  the  state  into  four  regions,  the  northeast, 
southeast,  northwest  and  southwest,  which  have  Interstates  35  and  40  as 
the  dividing  lines. 

Areas  of  competition  will  include  basketball,  fast-pitch  softball, 
baseball,  tennis,  golf,  wrestling,  martial  arts,  archery,  track  and 
cross  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  Victor  Wildcat  at  (918)  453-2900  or 
Lisa  Trice  at  (918)  453-2999. 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
DULY  1999 

Duly  1 through  4:  Northern  Cheyenne  Nation  4th  of 
Duly  Pow  Wow  at  the  Kenneth  Beartusk  Memorial  Pow 
Wow  grounds  in  Lame  Deer,  MT;  (406)  477-6285 

Duly  1 through  4:  Red  Lake  Nation  Pow  Wow;  Red  Lake, 
MN;  (218)  679-3341,  ext.  1020 

Duly  1 through  4:  31st  Northern  Ute  Pow  Wow;  Fort 
Duchesne,  UT;  (435)  722-3254 

Duly  1 through  4:  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Pow  wow:  Wacipi 
Agency  Village  in  Sisseton,  SD;  (605)  698-3911 

Duly  1 through  4:  67th  Toppenish  Pow  Wow  and  Fair: 
Toppenish,  WA;  (509)  865-5121 

Duly  2 through  4:  18th  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Pow  Wow; 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI;  (906)  635-6050 

Duly  2 through  4:  Fourth  of  Duly  Pow  Wow;  Cherokee, 
NC;  1-800-357-2771,  ext.  2822 

Duly  2 through  4:  127th  Quapaw  Pow  Wow;  Quapaw,  OK; 
(918)  542-1853 

Duly  2 through  4:  Aabita-Niibing  4th  of  Duly  Pow 
Wow;  Cass  Lake,  MN;  (218)  335-8289 

Duly  2 through  4:  27th  Oneida  Pow  Wow;  Norbert  Hill 
Center;  Oneida,  WI;  1-800-236-2214 

Duly  2 through  4:  22nd  Three  Rivers  Lodge  Pow  Wow; 
13505  Union  Road,  Manteca,  CA;  (209)  858-2421 

Duly  2 through  4:  21st  Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow;  Red  Cliff, 
WI;  (715)  779-3152 

Duly  3 and  4:  27th  Calico  Dancers  Pow  Wow;  Moreau 
Recreation  Park;  South  Glens,  NY;  (518)  793-1693 

Duly  3 and  4:  Trail  Pow  Wow;  Indian  Plaza; 
Charlemont,  MA;  (413)  339-4096 


Duly  3 through  5:  4th  of  Duly  Intertribal  Pow  Wow; 
Spartan  Stadium  Complex;  Portsmouth,  OH;  (740)  355-2031 


Duly  3 through  5:  5th  Wildhorse  Pow  Wow;  Wildhorse 
Gaming  Resort;  Pendleton,  OR;  (541)  278-2274 

Duly  3 through  5:  Mashpee  Wamanoag;  Douglas  Pocknett 
Field;  Mashpee,  MA;  (508)  477-0208 

Duly  8 through  11:  North  American  Indian  Days; 

Browning,  MT;  (406)  338-7276 

Duly  8 through  11:  36th  Sac  and  Fox;  Stroud,  OK; 

(918)  968-3526 

Duly  9 and  10:  Antelope  Pow  Wow;  Mission,  SD;  (605)  747-2381 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  17th  Bear  River  Pow  Wow;  Lac  du 
Flambeau,  WI;  (715)  588-9203 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Taos  Pueblo  Pow  Wow;  Taos  Pueblo, 

NM;  (505)  758-3883 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Great  Mohican  Pow  Wow; 

Loudonville,  OH;  (419)  994-4987 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Prairie  Island  Pow  Wow;  White 
Shield,  MN;  1-800  554-5473 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Whitefish  Bay  Pow  Wow;  Whitefish 
Bay,  ONT.,  Canada;  (807)  226-1155 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  White  Shield  Celebration  Pow  Wow; 

White  Shield,  ND;  (701)  743-4244 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Grand  Ronde  Veterans  Pow  Wow; 

Grand  Ronde,  OR;  1-800-422-0232 

Duly  10:  Gathering  Days,  Wassama  Roundhouse,  State 
Historic  Park;  Ahwahnee,  CA;  (559)  822-2332 

Duly  10  and  11:  Waapaahshiki  People's  Pow  Wow; 

Tippecanoe  Ampitheater  Park;  West  Lafayette,  IN;  (765)  423-4617 

Duly  14  through  19:  Annual  Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow  on 
the  Flathead  Reservation  in  Elmo,  Montana 

Duly  16,  17  and  18;  New  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5232 

Duly  16,  17  and  18:  All  Nations  Pow  Wow,  Los 
Vaqueros  Rodeo  Arena  off  Hwy  38  and  Zaca  Road;  Big 
Bear  City,  CA;  (909)  585-6532  or  (510)  465-3267 

Duly  17  through  20:  Red  Bottom  Pow  Wow;  Frazer,  MT; 

(406)  695-2293  or  768-5155,  ext.  338 

Duly  22  through  25:  Dulyamsh  Celebration  in  Post 
Falls,  ID;  1-800-523-2464,  ext.  272 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations 
Pow  Wow  at  the  Daly  Mansion  in  Hamilton,  MT;  (406) 

363-5383  or  (406)  726-3701 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow;  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry,  GA;  (912)  787-5180 
(eves);  nativeway@mindspring.com 


Duly  24,  25  and  26:  Standing  Bear  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5127 


Duly  24  through  27:  Badlands  Pow  Wow;  Brockton,  MT; 

(406)  786-3406  or  768-5112 

Duly  30,  31  and  Aug.  1:  31st  Annual  Southern 
California  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Orange  City 
Fairgrounds;  Costa  Mesa,  CA;  (714)  663-1102 

Duly  30  and  August  1:  Fort  Belknap  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Belknap,  MT 

AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  5 through  8:  35th  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Pow  Wow; 

Havre,  MT;  (406)  395-4095  or  (406)  395-5223 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  Wadopana  Pow  Wow;  Wolf  Point,  MT; 

(406)  653-1818 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  25th  Annual  Kalispel  Pow  Wow; 

Kalispel  Pow  Wow  Grounds;  Usk,  WA;  (509)  445-1147 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow,  6th 
and  Broadway;  Sacramento,  CA;  (916)  421-0657 

Aug.  13,  14  and  15:  Hays  Pow  Wow;  Hays,  MT 

Aug.  19  through  23:  Crow  Fair  Annual  Celebration; 

Crow  Agency,  MT 

Aug.  27,  28  and  29:  Fort  Kipp  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Kipp, 

MT;  (406)  768-5112  or  (406)  768-3170 

SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  3,  4 and  5:  Poplar  Indian  Days;  Poplar,  MT; 

(406)  768-3826 

Sept.  3 through  6:  WOLF  Clan  Alliance  Pow  Wow;  Cave 
City,  KT;  (502)  749-4002;  wolfsong@scrtc.com 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  Daycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 

(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  07:39:18  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 

Sub j : 5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Location:  O'Neil  Park,  corner  of  6th  St.  and 
Broadway,  Sacramento,  CA 
Dates  and  times: 

Friday,  August  6,  1999  7:00  PM 

Traditional  California  Dancers 

Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

10:00  AM-11: 00  PM 

Grand  Entry:  Noon  & 6:00  PM 

Sunday,  August  8,  1999 

10:00  AM-7:00  PM  Grand  Entry:  Noon 

Public  Welcome!  Free  Parking 

Arts  & Crafts*Food*Contest  Dancing- 

$2.00  registration  fee* 

Pow  Wow  Daily  admission: 

General  $3.00  Youth(12  & under)  & Senior  FREE 
All  Drums  Welcome.  First  Five  Drums  Will  Be  Paid. 
Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Tom  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Arena  Director: 

Art  Martinez,  Chumash 
Head  Man  Dancer: 

Thomas  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Head  Lady  Dancer: 

Rose  Avad,  Ojibwa 
Host  Northern  Drum: 

High  Noon,  Alberta,  Canada 
Host  Southern  Drum: 

Bad  Medicine,  Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Tabulation(Open  Book): 

Lana  Hicks,  Washoe/Paiute 
No  Drugs  & No  Alcohol. 

For  more  information  call: 

(916)  421-0657 


Seventh  Annual  Gathering  Of  "Warriors"  Powwow 

Pipe  Ceremonies  Sat  & Sun.  A.M.s 
POW-MIA  Honoring  Ceremony  Sat  A.M. 

Sweat  Lodges:  Both  Men  and  Women 

Native  American  Art/Crafts  & Food  Vendors 

Raffles 

Spiritual  Advisor:  Cody  Enoch 

M.C.  : Dan  King 

Host  Drum:  SWIFTBIRD 

Head  Male  Veteran  : Dim  St  Arnold 

Head  Female  Vet  : Dawn  St  Germaine 

Admission : 

Adults  $4.00  Ages  6-12  $2.00 
Linder  5:  Free 
Elders  (55+)  $2.00 
Friday  Night:  Social  Time 
Grand  Entries: 

Sat  1 & 7 p.m. 

Sun  1 p.m. 

Vendors,  drums  & info  : 

Vern  and  Ellen  Martin 
(414)384-2050 

or  email:  Esther  Sayas  : esayas@coredcs.com 


Event  Held  At 
The  Highground 

Wisconsin  Venterans  Memorial  Park 
Neilsville,  Wise.  54456 


11th  Annual  "Keeping  the  Tradition"  Pow  Wow 
Held  on  the  grounds  of  the  Blue  Jacket  Outdoor 
Drama,  7 miles  East  of 
Xenia, 

Ohio. 

Grounds  Open  - 10:00  a.m. 

Admission  - Donation  at  the  Gate 
Grand  Entry  - 12:00  Noon  Both  Days 
M.C.  - Thurman  Bear 
Arena  Director  - Kenny  Irwin 
Host  Drum  - TBA 

Men's  & Women's  Traditional  Dance  Contest  (Age  18 

and  older).  $4,200 

total 

prize  money. 

Special  - "Our  Elders  Speak"  program.  Guest 
lder  is  John  Running  Deer, 

Shinnecock  Tribe.  Subject:  Native  American 
Prophecy.  Friday,  Dune 
25th  at 

7:00  p.m.  on  the  Pow  Wow  grounds  (evening  prior  to 
the  Pow  Wow) . 

Plenty  of  Free  Parking. 

Primitive  Camping  Available.  Tipis  welcome! 

No  pipes,  effigies,  sweetgrass,  or  sage  to  be  sold. 

This  is  an  alcohol  and  drug  free  event. 

Information  - Call  Guy  Jones  or  Arlene  Mendenhall 
at  (937)  275-8599 

Bring  your  lawn  chairs  and  enjoy  a weekend  with  Native  America! 


Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  07:54:43  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : psa...  updated  pow  wow  info 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 

Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 

Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drum:  REDWOLF 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 

***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : 30HN  3 EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 
MICHAEL  BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 

vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole. .757-425-7992 


Help  Protect  America's  Heritage  Forests  at  http://www.ourforests.org 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  23:29:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Northern  Events/Summer  update 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
^Summer  1999~ 

Note:  Refer  to  Southern  lists  for  abbreviations  key. 


Duly  3-4:  Iroquois  Indian  Museum  Performing  Arts  Festival,  Iroquois  Indian 
Museum,  Howes  Cave,  NY.  Info:  (518)  296-8949. 

Duly  2-4:  Traditional  Chippewa  Pow  Wow,  Skunk  Road  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  MI.  Info:  (906)  635-6050,  ext.  26326. 

Duly  3-5:  4th  of  Duly  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Spartan  Stadium  Complex, 
Portsmouth,  OH.  Info:  (740)  355-2031. 

Duly  3-5:  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Pow  Wow,  Douglas  C.  Pocknett  Field,  Route  130, 
Mashpee,  MA.  Info:  (508)  477-0208. 

Duly  3-4:  Calico  Dancers  Festival,  Moreau  Recreational  Park,  South  Glens 
Falls,  NY.  Info:  (518)  793-1693. 

Duly  9-11:  Bear  River  Anniversary  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Lac  du  Flambeau, 
WI.  Info:  Rose  Mitchell,  Lac  du  Flambeau  Tribal  Center  (715)  588-9203,  or 
Lisa  Porrs  588-3303/fax:  588-7930. 

Duly  9-11:  Great  Mohican  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Mohican  Reservation  Campgrounds, 
Loudonville,  OH.  Info:  Allen  Combs  (419)  994-4008  (home)/  994-4987  (work). 

Duly  9-11:  Grindstone  Creek  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Bears  Sleepy  Hollow  RV  Park, 
Pulaski,  NY.  Info:  (315)  298-5560. 

Duly  9-11:  Prairie  Island  Pow  Wow,  15  miles  north  of  Red  Wing,  Prairie 
Island,  MN.  Info:  (800)  554-5473. 

Duly  9-11:  Whitefish  Bay  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Whitefish  Bay, 
Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  226-1155,  or  226-5411. 

Duly  10-11:  Shawnee  Nations  URB  Southwind  Park  Fair,  Route  540,  Zane  Shawnee 
Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937)  562-9592. 

Duly  10-11:  Ponca  Tribal  Youth  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Neobrara,  NE.  Info: 
(402)  734-5275  or  857-3391. 

Duly  15-18:  Honor  the  Earth  Homecoming  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Honor  the  Earth 
Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Ojibwe  Reservation,  10  miles  SE  of 
Hayward,  WI.  Info:  Stoney  Larson  (715)  634-8924/fax:  634-6058,  or 
s la rson@lco schools . org. 

Duly  16-18:  Native  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  Pow  Wow,  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Salamanca,  NY.  Info:  (716)  283-0084. 

Duly  16-18:  Chapel  Island  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Chapel  Island  Pow  Wow  Grounds, 
Richmond  County,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada.  Info:  (902)  535-3317. 

Duly  16-18:  Natoaganeg  Pow  Wow,  Eel  Ground  First  Nation,  Eel  Ground,  New 
brunswick,  Canada.  Info:  Emerson  Francis  or  Howard  McKay  (506)  627-4600/fax: 
627-4602. 

Duly  17-18:  Alpine  Hills  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Living  History  Encampment,  In 
memory  of  Russell  Two  Feathers  Cyrus,  Alpine  Hills  Resort,  County  Road  139, 
off  State  Route  39,  near  Dover,  OH.  MC:  Hank  Haughtaling,  HM:  Day  Wolf  Eyes, 
HL:  Andrea  Tuscan,  HV:  Bob  Parins,  HD:  Red  Bird  Singers;  additional  Drums: 

Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Info:  Beverly  Angel  (Dancers  & Vendors) 
(330)  364-1298;  Doanne  Maley  (Living  History)  (330)  343-8717. 

Duly  17-18:  Honoring  Our  Heritage  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Cross  Roads  Village, 
Mt.  Morris,  MI.  Info:  (810)  239-6621. 

Duly  17-18:  Return  to  Beaver  Creek  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Matarazzo  Farms, 
Belvidere,  ND.  Info:  (908)  475-3671. 


Duly  22-25:  Winnebago  Homecoming  Festival,  Vetran's  Park,  Winnebago,  NE. 
Info:  (402)  878-2272. 


Duly  23-25:  Keweenaw  Bay  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ojibway  Campground,  Baraga,  MI. 
Info:  Pauline  or  Terry  (906)  353-6623. 

Duly  23-25:  Honor  the  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Dunn  Field,  Lake 
Geneva,  WI.  Info:  (414)  473-7748  or  248-2784  (daytime). 

Duly  23-25:  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Kansas 
Coliseum,  650  North  Seneca,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  MAAIC  (316)  262-5221  or 
263-7327. 

Duly  24-25:  Grand  River  Champion  of  Champions  Pow  Wow,  Chief swood  Park,  Six 
Nations  Grand  River  Reserve,  Ohsweken,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  Evelyn  (519) 
445-4391  or  758-5444. 

Duly  24-25:  Thunderbird  Dancers  Pow  Wow,  Queens  County  Farm  Museum,  73-50 
Little  Neck  Parkway,  Floral  Park,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Louis  (201)  587-9633  or 
(718)  347-3276. 

Duly  24-25:  Gaguguwon  Traditional  Indian  Pow  Wow,  AuSable  Chuldren's  Park, 
AuSable,  MI.  Info:  Doe  Ireland  (517)  739-1994. 

Duly  25:  Native  American  Fair  & Pow  Wow,  Hassanamisco  Reservation,  80  Brigham 
Hill  Road,  Grafton,  MA.  Info:  (508)  393-2080. 

Duly  28-Aug.  7:  North  American  Indigenous  Games,  Mandaree,  ND.  Info:  Shirley 
Richter  (800)  235-7654. 

Duly  29-Aug.  1:  Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Pow  Wow,  Zane 
Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Route  540,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937) 
562-9592  or  (614)  443-5898. 

Duly  30-Aug.  1:  Lake  of  the  Eagles  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Eagle  Lake  First 
Nation,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  755-5526. 

Duly  31-Aug.  1:  White  Cloud's  Traditional  Purple  Heart  Pow  Wow,  Lake  White 
Cloud,  White  Cloud,  MI.  Info:  Gene  Reid  (616)  689-0344. 

Duly  31-Aug.  2:  Wikwemikong  Pow  Wow,  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Info:  (705)  859-2385. 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  anyone  seeking 
information  on  upcoming  events.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  along  to 
your  friends. 

Also:  Anyone  wishing  to  receive  updates  on  pow  wows  & related  events  from 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  & Kansas  may  send  50  cents  & a SASE  to:  Pow  Wow 
Listing,  501  Farm  Road  2030,  Monett,  MO  65708. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 
Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 


rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend.  Gates  open  9am-5pm. 

Admission:  Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3.00;  Sr.  Citizens,  Handicapped  & 
children  under  6 admitted  free.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart 
Saeger,  HD:  Caney  Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special 
guest:  Wolf  (Native  American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard 
& Warrior  Society  will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome. 
Hosted  by  Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees. 

Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102,  TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408, 
or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 


GEORGIA 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds(I-75,  Exit  42), 
Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 
31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787-0642, 
nativeway@mindspring.com . 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


MARYLAND 

Duly  10-11:  Howard  County  Pow  Wow,  Howard  County  Fairgrounds,  Friendship. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 


MISSOURI 

Duly  9-11:  Missouri  State  Fair  Pow  Wow,  on  the  West  Missouri  State 
Fairgrounds,  Clarendon  Road,  Sedalia. Traders  & campers  pay  Thursday  & Sunday 
hook-up  fee  of  $10.00.  HM:  Tim  Howlingcrane  (Southern  Cheyenne);  HL:  Betty 
Russell  (Lipan  Apache);  MC:  Ed  Woodington  (Ottawa);  AD:  Roger  Crane  (Quapaw) 
PW  Princess:  Chaundra  Woolery  (Apache/Aztec) ; HS:  Sonny  Waters 
(Quapaw/Ponca) ; Host  Gourd:  Quapaw  Intertribal  Gourd  Dance  Society.  Traders 
by  invitation  only/contact : Bob  & Anne  Woolery,  103  E.  28th  St.,  Sedalia,  MO 
65301  (660)  826-4145  or  Bob  Woolery,  Dr.,  3222  S.  Washington,  Sedalia,  MO 
65301  (660)  826-5608.  Area  Lodging  (all  Area  Code  660):  Bell  Towers  Motel 
563-3044,  Best  Western  826-6100,  El  Rancho  Motel  826-9964,  Hillcrest  Motel 
826-2611,  Motel  Memory  827-7333,  Ramada  Inn  826-8400,  Super  7 Motel  827-0215 
Sedalia  House  B&B  826-6615,  Sedalia  Motel  826-5600,  Sho-Me  Kort  Motel 

826- 2488,  Star  Dust  Motel  826-8662,  Sunset  Motel  826-1446,  Super  8 Motel 

827- 5890,  Comfort  Inn  829-5050.  Info:  (660)  826-4145  or  Sedalia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (800)  827-5295. 

Duly  16-18:  International  Charity  Exhibition  Pow  Wow,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Osage  River  on  Old  Hwy.  54,  below  Bagnell  Dam  at  the  American  Legion 
Campgrounds,  Lake  of  the  Ozarks.  Benefits  go  towards  health  assistance  that 
is  no  longer  covered  by  Indian  Health  Services.  Special  guest:  Cloud  Dancing 
from  Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine  Woman.  Info:  (918)  542-3697. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Duly  2-4:  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Quallah  Boundary 
Cherokee  Reservation,  Cherokee.  Info:  (888)  291-0632  or  (800)  357-2771,  ext. 
2822. 


Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County/Tuscaroras  of  Maxton  County  Intertribal 
Festival,  Rockfish  (near  Davis  Bridge).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 

OKLAHOMA 

Duly  2-4:  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Beaver  Springs  Park,  2 1/2  miles  east  of 
Quapaw.  HS:  Terry  Adams,  HM:  Michael  Hyatt,  HL:  Elnora  Supernaw. 

Info:  (918)  542-1853. 

Duly  3-4:  Tonkawa  Pow  Wow,  Tonkawa.  Info:  (405)  628-2561. 

Duly  8-11:  Sac  & Fox  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info:  (918) 
968-3526. 

Duly  9-11:  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Tribal  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info: 
(918)  968-3526. 

Duly  12-31:  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Competitive  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee.  Info:  (918)  683-1701/fax:  683-3070. 

Duly  15-18:  Otoe  Encampment,  Otoe-Missouria  Tribal  Campgrounds,  Hwy.  177 
East  of  Red  Rock.  Info:  (580)  723-4519. 

Duly  15-18:  Tulsa  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa.  Info:  (918) 
743-3628. 

Duly  23-25:  Ki  He  Kah  Steh  Pow  Wow,  Skiatook.  Info:  (918)  446-0564. 

Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonial,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds,  Anadarko. 

Info:  (405)  247-6651/fax:  247-6652  or  chamber@tanet.net. 

TENNESSEE 

Duly  (date  & time  TBA) : Choctaw  Stickball,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Info:  (901)  785-3160. 

Duly  8-10:  Lauderdale  County  Tomato  Festivel:  Not  a Native  event,  but 
celebrating  a food  native  to  the  America's.  Includes  arts  & crafts,  food 
vendors,  BBQ  contest,  tomato  tasting,  live  bands  & lots  of  Ripley  tomatoes  & 
vegetables.  Info:  Suzanne  Davidson,  Lauderdale  Co.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  103 
E.  Dackson  Ave.,  Ripley,  TN  38063  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  10-11:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  Dim  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 

Presented  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights.  Hours:  Saturday, 
10am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am-5pm.  MC:  Nick  Mejia;  HSD:  Wagon  Burners  (Conehatta, 
MS);  HND:  Beaver  Dam  Singers  (Philadelphia,  MS);  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Brandy 
Denkins;  Special  Guest:  Vernon  Williams.  Educational  focus  on 
Southeastern/Woodland  Indians.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  Sandi  or  Diane  (615)  871-0940,  or,  Pat  or  Debbie  (615)  885-9402. 

Duly  23-25:  Folk  Medicine  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Learn  about  folk 
medicine,  enjoy  music,  arts  & crafts,  children's  entertainment,  folk 
heritage  demonstrations.  Info:  Brenda  Thomas  (615)  699-2180. 

Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts,  and 
Choctaw  stickball  games  on  both  afternoons.  Vendors  may  contact 
MLmoore@memphis.edu;  for  further  info,  call  (901)  785-3160. 

Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


TEXAS 


Duly  17:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney.  Info: 
Grant  Gaumer  (713)  448-8435. 


VIRGINIA 

Duly  24-25:  Rising  Water  Falling  Water  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Showplace 
Exhibition  Grounds,  Richmond.  Info:  Mary  Fortune  (804)  443-4221. 

Duly  31:  Native  American  Festival,  Fairy  Stone  Park.  Info:  (540)  629-2071. 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  Dohn  Defferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Duly  10:  AAIWV/ANI  Traditional  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  WVU  Demonstration 
Farm  in  Union  (Monroe  County).  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers,  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the 
Snow,  MC:  Tony  Dennings,  HD:  Wolf  Creek  Singers  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor 
Info:  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884.  General  Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304) 
683-3647. 


Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

D.  Patnode,  Rob  Callahan,  Chris  Milda,  Danet  Smith,  Alice  H., 

Dohnny  Rustywire,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe/A.N.N.A.  FOUNDATION, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 

Debra  Sanders,  Dames  Clearwater,  Anishnabe,  Larry  Innes 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:12:59  2000 
Date:  Tue,  6 Dul  1999  18:47:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.028 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
http://www.minorities-jb.com/native/ apnews/newsframe . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

From:  "Larry  Kibby"  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  "The  Knee"  by  Dee  Brown 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : "The  Knee"  by  Dee  Brown 

> "The  squaws  offered  no  resistance.  Everyone  I saw  dead  was  scalped. 

> I saw  one  squaw  cut  open  with  an  unborn  child,  as  I thought,  lying 

> beside  her. " 

> 

> "I  saw  quite  a number  of  infants  in  arms  killed  with  their  mother's." 

> 

> "In  going  over  the  battle  ground  the  next  day  I did  not  see  a body 

> of  man,  woman  or  child  but  was  scalped,  and  in  many  instances 

> their  bodies  were  mutilated  in  the  most  horrible  manner-men,  women, 

> and  children's  privates  cut  out;  and  I heard  one  man  say  that  he 

> had  cut  out  a woman's  private  parts  and  had  them  for  exhibition  on 

> a stick." 

> 

> "I  also  heard  of  numerous  instances  in  which  men  had  cut  out  the 

> private  parts  of  females  and  strechted  them  over  the  saddle-bows 

> and  wore  them  over  their  hats  while  riding  in  the  ranks." 

> ============================================= 

> The  above  quotes  expresses  the  unique  and  patriotic  History  of 

> the  United  States  Army,  a history  that  has  been  endorsed  and 

> supported  by  every  American  President,  a history  which  every 

> genuine  American  has  been  proud  of  while  they  salute  their 

> freedom,  democracy  and  independence,  a history  in  which  America, 

> "Home  of  the  Free,  Home  of  the  Brave"  was  built,  and  every 

> Non-Indian  in  those  days  was  proud  of,  for  then,  back  in  those  days, 

> "The  only  good  Indian,  was  a dead  Indian!" 

> 

> "HAPPY  FOURTH  OF  DULY" 

> 

> Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 


Upon  suffering  beyond  suffering,  the  Red  Nation  shall  rise  again  and 
it  shall  be  a blessing  for  a sick  world.  A world  filled  with  broken 
promises,  selfishness  and  separations.  A World  longing  for  light  again. 
I see  a time  long  after  the  skies  have  grown  dark  and  dirty  and  the 
water  has  become  bad  smelling.  I see  a time  of  seven  generations  when 
all  the  colors  of  mankind  will  gather  under  the  Sacred  Tree  of  Life  and 
one  whole  earth  will  become  one  circle  again. 

In  that  day,  there  will  be  those  among  the  Lakota  who  will  carry  the 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  unity  among  all  living  things  and  the 
young  white  ones  will  come  to  those  of  my  People  and  ask  for  this 
wisdom. 

I salute  the  light  within  your  eyes  where  the  whole  universe  dwells. 

For  when  you  are  at  that  center  within  you  and  I am  at  that  place 
within  me,  we  shall  be  One." 

_ Crazy  Horse,  as  he  sat  smoking  the  pipe  with  Sitting  Bull  for  the 
last  time,  four  days  before  he  was  to  be  assasinated.  (Sept  1877) 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 

i Dourney  ! 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Many  in  the  U.  S.  celebrated  the  vision  of  the  "framers  of  the 
Constitution",  the  vision  of  a new  nation,  free  from  the  tyrany  of 
European  monarchs,  this  weekend.  I have  searched,  and  cannot  find  one 
instance  of  any  politician  anywhere  in  the  United  States  saying  to  any 
Native  nation  that  the  freedom  for  those  fleeing  European  chains  came  at 
the  expense--great  expense--of  the  human  beings  already  living  on  Turtle 
Island . 

Perspective  is  a great  thing.  Apparently  the  one  I hold  is  of  little 
significance.  Certainly,  it  is  not  a view  that  warrants  my  being  a 
party  pooper,  just  because  my  people  were  put  on  a death  march  in  1836. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


I now  have  a very  personal  request. 

- If  you  are  in  any  way  involved  in  support  for  Native  Prisoners,  anywhere, 

- If  you  know  of  support  groups  that  provide  information  and  guidance  to 
assist  any  involved  in  assistance  to  Native  Prisoners 

- If  you  know  of  resources  of  any  nature  to  support  Native  Prisoners 

- If  you  can  provide  legal  assistance  to  any  of  these  issues 

please  contact  my  wife  at  jans@atlcom.net  or  myself  at  gars@netcom.com. 

If  you  live  in  the  Atlanta  area,  can  pass  a background  check,  and  are 
willing  to  join  us  three  times  a year  at  USP-Atlanta  please  contact  us. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
This  just  in  at  press  time  - and  confirmed 

Date:  Tue,  06  lul  1999  21:55:26  GMT 
From:  Storm  <stormr@pcl . lib .wa . us> 

Sub j : Whiteclay  Occupied 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I received  a message  that  Whiteclay  was  occupied  at  3:30  pm  eastern 


standard  time  today  by  AIM,  and  a call  for  warriors  was  made.  Does 
anyone  have  any  other  information? 

Storm 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30287, 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Un-happy  4th  of  Duly 

- Duly  4th  Comment 

- The  Oblates  Apology  of  '91 

- Residential  schools/THE  book 

- Stealing  Human  Rights 

- Shawnee  Graves/ 

South  Lawrence  Trafficway 

- Babbitt  Called  Before  Grand  Dury 

- Bombing  Arizona 

- Mi'kmaq  Protest  Halifax  Birthday  Fest 

- AFN  Striving  to 

Occupy  Lands  and  Trust  Sector 

- Alaska  Commission 
on  Rural  Governance 

- Cherokee  Meeting  Falls  Through 

"RE : Un-happy  4th  of  Duly"  -- 

Date:  05  Dul  1999  03:07:54  GMT 
From:  odawa4ever@aol.com  (0dawa4ever) 
Sub j : Un-happy  4th  of  Duly 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 


in  this  issue  

- 25th  International 
Indian  Treaty  Conference 

- Adopting  Reservation's  Elderly 

- Whiteclay,  Nebraska 

- Leonard  Peltier  on  Whiteclay 

- Fundraising  Breakfast 

- Peltier  Conference 

- LPDC  Organizing  Conference/ 
Plans  of  Actions 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Dark  Night 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  A Simple  Truth 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


Today  marks  the  day  in  which  the  Dominant  Society  claimed  the  right  to  be 
the  "land  of  the  free,  and  home  of  the  brave."  As  I sit  here  typing,  I 
can  hear  the  pops  and  booms  of  the  fireworks  and  guns  all  around  me.  I 
think  about  how  morbid  it  all  seems  in  regards  to  their  symbolism.  The 
death  and  total  destruction  of  those  they  oppose. 

The  sounds  that  emanate  within  these  walls,  are  not  much  different  than 
what  my  own  Relations  heard  on  the  day  they  were  forced  to  cross  over, 
their  only  crime  was  the  color  of  their  skin.  The  shots  ring  out  around 
me,  and  in  another  time  not  so  long  ago,  those  same  sounds  caused  them  to 
fall.  They  watched  their  children  fall,  their  parents  and  grand  parents 
fall,  and  I am  sure  they  thought,  as  the  life  they  loved,  seeped  from  them, 
that  the  bullets  would  not  cease  until  the  Red  Race  was  wiped  from  this 
earth . 

But  blood  does  a funny  thing  to  the  mind.  When  you  cause  enough  of  it 
to  flow,  it  literally  stains  you.  You  can  try  to  wash  it  from  yourself, 
but  somehow,  it  becomes  a part  of  you.  You  can  try  to  ignore  it  and  turn 
away  from  it,  but  its  there,  always.  Even  for  such  a common  task  as  when 
you  bring  a spoonful  of  food  to  your  mouth,  you  not  only  see  it,  but  you 
can  smell  it.  It  reminds  you  of  the  ones  you  took  in  a bad  way,  even  if 
they  were  "only"  savages.  Blood  is  sacred,  and  for  anyone  that  takes  life 
in  a bad  way,  learns  the  lesson  that  will  haunt  them  for  life. 

So  the  very  blood  that  they  took  from  my  relations,  in  turn  saved  us, 
because  the  rain  of  bullets  stopped,  or  at  least  slowed  enough  to  allow  us 
to  still  be  here  today. 

As  the  Dominate  Society  dances  around  tonight  and  laughs  at  their  tawdry, 
yet  symbolic  display  of  destruction.  I say  a prayer  for  my  Relations  and 
say  "thank  you..  Your  blood,  that  stained  their  hands  enough  to  cause 
them  to  falter,  is  still  pumping  through  my  heart,  and  it  connects  me  to 
you  in  a sacred  way.  Today,  on  this  day  of  their  independence,  I am  proud 
of  who  I am,  because  I am  proud  of  you". 


Miigwetch 

Dimmie 


"RE : Duly  4th  Comment"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Dul  1999  10:06:37  -0700 
From:  "Larry  Kibby"  <kibbey@sierra . net> 
Sub j : Comment 


REMARKS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  IN  A 
RADIO  ACTUALITY  FOR  THE  FOURTH  OF  DULY 

This  weekend,  as  we  celebrate  the  223d  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  the  birthday  of  our  great  nation,  let  us  reflect  on  what 
it  means  to  be  an  American.  =============================================== 

=========  The  following  comment  & opinion  is  my  own. 

Each  year  I try  to  understand  American  Values,  each  year  I try  to  find 
an  avenue  of  truth,  within  the  democracy,  freedom,  liberty  and  justice  for 
all,  but  how  do  I find  these  things,  when  the  so-called  Founding  Father's 
and  the  Signer's  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  were  not  constructing 
their  values  for  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  but 
were  in  fact  making  decisions  and  judgements  in  opposite  of  what  they 
claim  America  was  built  on. 

Today,  all  across  America,  people  will  unite  together  to  rejoice  in 
these  freedoms,  in  these  liberities,  and  rightfully  so,  for  there  are  just 
cause  for  some  who  believe  in  the  American  system,  for  those  who  gave  of 
theirselves  so  that  America  could  be  a world  strength,  a world  power,  and 
for  those  brave  American  people  who  today  continue  to  strive  in  protecting 
the  America,  "Home  of  the  Free",  "Home  of  the  Brave",  but  one  only  needs 
to  view  the  history  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian, 
for  there  they  will  find  that  historically,  America  was  built  upon  the 
Blood  of  the  Indian. 

Truth?  How  many  broken  treaties?  Tribe  after  tribe,  provided  with 
promise  after  promise,  "For  as  long  as  the  grass  shall  grow,  for  as  long 
as  the  river's  shall  flow",  and  yet,  how  many  broken  treaties?  Where  is 
the  American  truth? 

Liberty?  What  is  liberty,  when  a people  were  being  beaten,  tortured  and 
murdered  because  of  what  they  were,  what  they  stood  for,  and  for  what  the 
believed  in,  trying  to  protect  their  home,  their  land,  their  people,  only 
to  be  incarcerated  on  a barren  land  called  a reservation,  how  is  this 
liberty? 

Dustice  for  all?  Murdering  a people  who  were  only  trying  to  protect 
their  land,  their  country,  their  people  does  not  define  justice,  but 
greater  America  claims  "They  lost  the  War,  they  lost  the  land,  that's  all 
there  is  to  say!"  And  the  instant  Indians,  phonies,  fakes  and  frauds  rally 
around  American  Dustice  today  in  order  to  strengthen  the  "Dustice  of  the 
Anti-Indian  Movement",  and  this  is  called  "American  Dustice". 

Freedom?  What  is  freedom,  when  all  the  so-called  Founding  Father's  and 
signer's  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  played  a role  in  directing  the 
world's  worst  holocaust,  with  tribe  after  tribe  forced  onto  lands  hundreds 
of  miles  from  their  traditional  territories,  reservation  lands,  and  the 
Indian  became  "America's  First  Prisoner's  of  War",  and  this  is  called 
American  Freedom! 

Once  so  long  ago,  a people  lived  ever  so  quietly  within  their  country, 
and  a foreign  people  came  to  their  shores  and  through  beating's,  torture 
and  murder,  stripped  them  of  their  "Freedom,  Liberty,  Democracy  and 
Dustice" . 

And  so  on  this  223rd  celebration  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  I will  remember  my  Ancestor's  and  their  Sovereign  Nations, 
the  "Trail  of  Tears",  the  "Long  March  of  the  Navjo's",  the  many  bitter  and 
hateful  battles  of  American  Dustice  directed  towards  the  Indian,  and  I 
will  remember  the  many  great  leader's,  like  Roman  Nose,  Black  Kettle, 

Chief  Doseph,  Sitting  Bull,  Red  Cloud,  Dull  Knife,  Big  Foot,  Cochise, 
Sitting  Bull,  Crazy  Horse,  Geronimo,  Wovoka,  and  the  many  other's  who 
fought  and  gave  of  theirself  for  "Freedom,  Liberty,  and  Dustice"  for  their 


people  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian. 

So  for  all  my  relations,  all  my  relatives,  all  my  ancestor's  who  have 
gone  before  me,  on  this  day,  I remember  you  in  honor,  respect  and  dignity, 
and  know  that  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian  still 
await,  the  American  "Freedom,  Democracy,  Liberty  and  Dustice  for  All!" 

For  even  today  in  America,  the  Indian  is  still  America's  Prisoner's  of 
War,  for  one  only  has  to  view  the  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier  and 
know,  that  America  is  still  at  War  with  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the 
Native  American  Indian. 

As  a Traditional  Sun  Dancer,  I ask  you  all.  Remember  your  Ancestor's, 
Remember  Leonard  Peltier  on  this  4th  of  Duly,  for  their  "Democracy, 

Freedom,  Liberty  and  lustice"  needs  to  be  put  into  place,  it  is  time  to 
"Liberate"  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  it  is  time 
to  "Liberate  Leonard  Peltier!" 

Larry  Kibby,  Elko  Indian  Colony  Flome  Page 
- http: //www. angelf ire . com/ nv/na values /index. html 

"RE : The  Oblates  Apology  of  '91" 

Date:  Sun,  04  lul  1999  11:34:58  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : The  Oblates  Apology  of  '91 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . 

I was  sent  a copy  of  this  by  an  archbishop  of  the  catholic  Christian  cult 
in  1991,  in  English  & in  French.  I made  a copy  & mailed  the  original  back 
to  the  pope,  along  with  a note  telling  that  s.o.b.  what  he  could  do  with 
it..,  with  no  vaseline  to  ease  insertion.  My  Rage  roars  into 
heart-scorching  flames  as  I address  this  issue,  but  I will  hold  back  my 
opinions  on  "Christian  charity"  & the  twisted  hearts  that  wrote  this.  Some 
may  accept  this  'apology'.  I never  will.  I will  curse  Christianity  with 
my  dying  breath.  These  are  the  very  people  that  planted  the  bitter  seed  of 
hatred  in  my  heart.  Let  them  reap  what  they  have  sown. 

Note  of  explanation  re  citation:  OMI  = Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate.  The 
order  of  priests  of  the  catholic  Christian  cult  who  worked  about  75%  of 
the  schools  in  Canada.  Also  known  as  "the  white  fathers",  this  missionary 
order  still  actively  spreading  the  Christian  poison  in  North  America, 

Africa  & Asia,  in  heavy  competition  for  souls  with  the  Jesuits.  This  was 
re-printed  in  their  in-house  magazine  called  'Kergyma'.  I'm  not 
transcribing  the  whole  ball  of  b.s.  due  to  health  considerations:  words 
from  a Christian  priest's  mouth  makes  me  want  to  vomit.  I transcribed 
verbatim,  with  emphasis  as  in  the  original. 

In  The  Struggle. . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


Kergyma  (Vol#25  - 1991  pp. 129-133) 

An  Apology  to  the  First  Nations  of  Canada 

On  behalf  of  the  1200  Missionary  Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate  living  and 
ministering  in  Canada. 

Douglas  Crosby,  OMI,  President  of  the  Oblate  Conference  of  Canada 

[On  the  24th  of  Duly,  1991,  in  the  presence  of  media  representatives  and 
between  15,000  and  20,000  Native  people  gathered  at  Lac  Ste  Anne  for  their 
annual  pilgrimage,  the  Oblate  Superiors  of  the  Canadian  Region,  through 
their  President,  the  Reverend  Douglas  Crosby,  OMI,  voiced  this  apology  to 
the  Native  peoples  for  certain  aspects  of  their  missionary  presence  and 
ministry  among  Native  peoples.] 


The  Missionary  Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate  in  Canada  wish,  after  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  of  being  with  and  ministering  to  the  Native 
peoples  of  Canada,  to  offer  an  apology  for  certain  aspects  of  that 


presence  and  ministry. 


A number  of  historical  circumstances  make  this  moment  in  history  most 
opportune  for  this. 

First,  there  is  a symbolic  reason.  Next  year,  1992,  marks  the  five 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Europeans  on  the  shores  of  North 
America.  As  large  scale  celebrations  are  being  prepared  on  this  occasion, 
the  Oblates  of  Canada  wish,  through  this  apology,  to  show  solidarity  with 
Native  peoples  in  Canada,  whose  history  has  been  adversely  affected  by 
this  event.  Anthropological  and  sociological  insights  of  the  late 
twentieth  century  have  shown  how  deep,  unchallenged,  and  damaging  was  the 
naive  cultural,  linguistic,  and  religious  superiority  complex  of  Christian 
Europe  when  its  peoples  met  and  interrelated  with  the  aboriginal  peoples 
of  North  America. 

As  well,  recent  criticisms  of  Indian  residential  schools  and  the  exposure 
of  many  instances  of  physical  and  sexual  abuse  within  these  schools  call 
for  such  an  apology. 

Given  this  history.  Native  peoples  and  other  groups  alike  are  realizing 
that  a healing  needs  to  take  place  before  any  new  and  more  cooperative 
phase  of  history  can  occur.  This  healing  cannot,  however,  happen  until 
some  very  complex,  long-standing,  and  deep  historical  issues  have  been 
addressed . 

It  is  in  this  context  and  with  a renewed  pledge  to  be  in  solidarity  with 
Native  peoples  in  this  common  struggle  for  justice  that  we,  the  Oblates  of 
Canada,  offer  this  apology. 

We  apologize  for  the  part  we  played  in  the  cultural,  ethnic,  linguistic, 
and  religious  imperialism  that  was  part  of  the  mentality  with  which  the 
peoples  of  Europe  first  met  the  aboriginal  peoples  and  which  consistently 
lurks  behind  the  way  Native  peoples  of  Canada  have  been  treated  by  civil 
governments  and  by  the  Churches.  We  were,  naively,  part  of  this  mentality 
and  were,  in  fact,  often  a key  player  in  its  implementation.  We  recognize 
that  this  mentality  has,  from  the  very  beginning  and  ever  since, 
continually  threatened  the  cultural,  linguistic,  and  religious  traditions 
of  the  Native  peoples. 

We  recognize  that  many  of  the  problems  that  beset  Native  communities  today 
- high  unemployment,  alcoholism,  family  breakdown,  domestic  violence, 
spiraling  suicide  rates,  lack  of  healthy  self-esteem  - are  not  so  much  the 
result  of  personal  failure  as  they  are  the  direct  result  of  centuries  of 
systemic  imperialism.  Any  people  stripped  of  its  traditions  and  of  its 
pride  falls  victim  to  precisely  these  social  ills.  For  the  part  that  we 
played,  however  inadvertent  and  naive  that  participation  may  have  been,  in 
the  setting  up  and  maintaining  of  a system  that  stripped  others  of  not 
only  their  lands  but  also  their  cultural,  linguistic,  and  religious 
traditions,  we  sincerely  apologize. 

Beyond  this  regret  for  having  been  part  of  a system  which,  because  of  its 
historical  privilege  and  assumed  superiority  did  great  damage  to  the 
Native  peoples  of  Canada,  we  wish  to  apologize  more  specifically  for  the 
following: 

In  sympathy  with  recent  criticisms  of  Native  residential  schools,  we  wish 
to  apologize  for  the  part  we  played  in  the  setting  up  and  the  maintaining 
of  those  schools.  We  apologize  for  the  EXISTENCE  OF  THE  SCHOOLS 
THEMSELVES,  recognizing  that  the  biggest  abuse  was  not  what  happened  in 
the  schools,  but  that  the  schools  themselves  happened,  that  the  primal 
bond  inherent  within  families  was  violated  as  a matter  of  policy,  that 
children  were  usurped  from  their  natural  communities,  and  that,  implicitly 
and  explicitly,  these  schools  operated  out  of  the  ludicrous  and  racist 
premise  that  European  languages,  traditions,  and  religious  practices  were 


superior  to  Native  languages,  traditions  and  religious  practices.  The 
residential  schools  were  an  attempt  to  assimilate  aboriginal  peoples  and 
we  played  an  important  role  in  the  unfolding  of  this  diabolical  design. 
For  this,  we  sincerely  apologize. 

We  wish  to  apologize  in  a very  particular  way  for  the  many  instances  of 
physical  and  sexual  abuse  that  occurred  in  those  schools.  We  reiterate 
that  the  bigger  issue  of  abuse  was  the  existence  of  the  schools 
themselves,  but  we  wish  to  publicly  acknowledge  that  there  were  instances 
of  individual  physical  and  sexual  abuse,  far  from  attempting  to  defend  or 
rationalize  these  cases  of  abuse  in  any  way,  we  wish  to  state  publicly 
that  we  acknowledge  that  they  were  inexcusable,  intolerable,  and  a 
betrayal  of  trust  in  one  of  its  most  serious  forms.  We  deeply,  and  very 
specifically,  apologize  to  every  victim  of  such  abuse  and  we  seek  help  in 
searching  for  means  to  bring  about  healing. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  apologize  as  well  for  our  past  dismissal  of  many  of 
the  riches  of  Native  religious  tradition.  We  broke  some  of  your  peace 
pipes  and  we  considered  some  of  your  sacred  practices  as  pagan  and 
superstitious.  This  too  had  its  origins  in  the  colonial  mentality,  our 
loathsome  European  superiority  complex,  which  was  grounded  in  a 
particularly  narrow-minded  and  bigotted  view  of  the  world  and  of  history. 
We  apologize  for  this  blindness  and  disrespect. 

Etc.,  etc. 


- — "RE:  Residential  schools/THE  book"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  04  Jul  1999  11:33:23  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Residential  schools  - THE  book 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . 

In  Canada,  the  most  august  & 'heavy'  type  of  government  inquiry  is  called 
a Royal  Commission.  To  American  readers,  a comparison  might  be  made  with  a 
Joint  House  Special  Investigation  Committee  with  St.  Peter  himself  sitting 
in  the  Chair. 

The  biggest  & most  recent  Royal  Commission  in  Canada's  history  has  been 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  (RCAP).  Costing  100' s of 
millions  of  dollars,  it  was  co-chaired  by  De'ne'  Nation  member  George 
Erasmus  & took  the  better  part  of  this  decade  to  research  the  status  of 
the  First  Peoples  in  what  is  currently  called  Canada.  Every  aspect  of  life 
was  given  in-depth  examination  & analysis.  Every  Indian,  Inuit  or  Metis 
individual  or  group  that  had  something  to  contribute  was  given  the 
opportunity  to  state  their  case,  & the  RCAP  travelled  millions  of  miles 
across  Canada,  the  biggest  country  in  the  world  (for  now) . When  the  Final 
Report  was  submitted  to  Parliament  a couple  of  years  ago  it's  twenty  (20) 
volumes  stood  over  4 feet  in  height,  (website  version  is  still  available 
from  Govt  of  Canada  sites). 

But  other  than  a few  cosmetic  dog  & pony  shows  for  the  benefit  of  the  UN 
Human  Rights  Committee's  benefit,  the  Canadian  government  has  ignored 
RCAP's  recommendations.  "So  what  else  is  new?"  you  might  ask.  Not  much, 
except  that  this  past  week  something  came  out  of  that  tremendous  research 
effort . 

You  see,  one  of  the  things  that  the  RCAP  had  to  deal  with,  the  most 
bitter  of  the  poisons  that  continue  to  cripple  the  Nations,  was/is  the 
"soft-genocidal"  technique  of  choice  invented  by  the  colonialist 
governments,  now  known  as  residential  school  policy  & practice.  The  person 
who  was  mandated  by  the  RCAP  to  carry  out  the  secondary  research  on  this 
issue  (ie,  the  archival/documentary  research,  as  opposed  to  primary 
research  interviewing  its  victims/perpetrators)  is  a man  named  John 
Milloy . 

Professor  Milloy  teaches  History  & Native  Studies  courses  at  Trent 


University  here  in  Ontario.  He  spent  about  4 years  sifting  through  the 
archives  of  the  predator-governments  & their  accomplices  in  this  horror  of 
ethnic-cleansing,  the  Christian  churches/cults.  The  research  encompasses  a 
period  from  1879,  when  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the  Nations  via  the 
schools  became  official  policy,  until  1986,  when  the  last  of  these 
genocidal  operations  was  finally  closed. 

Now  Dohn  Milloy  has  published  those  findings  in  a 404-page  book  that  was 
released  here  in  Canada  this  week.  It's  title  is,  "A  National  crime:  The 
Canadian  Government  & the  Residential  School  System,  1879-1986".  The 
publisher  is  University  of  Manitoba  Press  & it  currently  retails  at 
$55/$25  Cdn . 

I have  bought  a copy,  but  I'm  pretty  sure  that  this  one  will  sit  on  my 
shelf  for  some  years  yet  until  I crack  it  open.  And  if  I do  open  it,  I'm 
certain  that  I won't  be  able  to  read  more  than  2-4  pages  at  a sitting. 
Because..,  it  is  a book  full  of  demons,  the  very  demons  that  have 
tormented  & tortured  me,  & HUNDREDS  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  OTHERS,  every  single 
minute  of  every  day  and  every  night,  for  all  of  our  lives. 

I tremble  like  a sick  dog  as  I write  this,  just  thinking  about  the 
contents  of  this  book.  I would  rather  be  doing  anything  else,  I'd  rather 
think  about  anything  else  than  this  topic,  & I have  faced  2 wars  & 
skid-rows  & solitary  cells  in  prison  with  less  emotion  than  is  evoked  in 
me  by  the  demons  in  this  book.  Over  the  past  20-30  years  I have  read 
almost  every  archive  & record  that  Professor  Milloy  examined  & analyzed. 
Residential  school  has  left  the  deepest  & most  horrible  scars  on  me,  & one 
every  single  person  in  my  family  from  grandparents  to  grandchildren . It  is 
one  of  the  2-3  Yesterplaces  that  I try  to  avoid  at  any  cost,  & which 

haunts  me  every  minute  of  my  life.  But  I still  force  myself  to  think  about 

& write  about  this  topic  again,  so  that  I could  bring  it  here,  to  urge  you 

to  buy  & read  this  book  (or  try  to  read  it,  if  you  are  the  sons  or 

daughters  of  one  of  the  true-Nations  of  this  land). 

This  book's  scholarly  & objective  approach,  & the  incredibly  thorough 
research  with  full  citation  of  all  sources,  makes  it  the  most 
authoritative  work  ever  done  on  this  topic.  And  it  should  be  made 
mandatory  reading  for  every  single  literate  non-Native  North  American.  It 
presents  the  UNDENIABLE  fact:  that  apart  from  the  instances  of  sexual, 
physical,  emotional  & spiritual  torture  inflicted,  the  biggest  crime 
against  humanity  was  the  establishment  & operation  of  the  schools 
themselves,  (see  following  article  I post,  "The  Oblates  Apology  of  91", 
for  the  admission  to  this  crime,  clearly  a Crime  Against  Humanity  by  legal 
definition).  The  primary  purpose  of  the  establishment  & maintenance  of  the 
residential  schools  for  Indians  & Inuit,  clearly  & repeatedly 
stated/recorded  in  hundreds  of  government  & church  documents,  was  the 
total  & complete  obliteration  of  the  First  Peoples  in  Canada  from  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

And  reading  this  book  may  especially  benefit  a few  certain  young  urban 
dwellers  who  are  so  disdainful  of  the  sacrifices  that  were  made  by  their 
families/Nations,  just  so  that  they  could  be  who  they  are.  Let  them  read 
this  & then  try  to  imagine  their  parents  & grandparents  writhing  in 
agonies  as  painful  as  flames,  let  them  think  about  the  minds  & hearts,  the 
values  & religions  & philosophies  of  the  pseudo-humans  that  inflicted  such 
terror  & horrors  so  ruthlessly,  so  piously,  so  inhumanely.  Do  they  still 
aspire  to  be  part  of  a culture,  a society  that  initiated  & carried  out 
these  crimes?  Crimes  of  systematic  genocide  that  makes  Milosovic's  actions 
in  Kosovo  pale  to  the  likes  of  a Sunday  school  picnic  by  comparison... 

After  reading  this  book,  maybe  some  will  stand  on  this  land,  on  these 
bones  of  their  ancestors  with  perhaps  some  inkling  of  the  bonds  that  are 
forever.  Then,  perhaps,  they  will  begin  to  feel  what  it  is  to  be  a part  of 
a true-Nation  of  this  land,  as  a finger  is  part  of  a hand.  Then, 
perhaps..,  they  will  give  thanks  for  the  invisible  sea  of  tears  & blood 
that  nurtures  their  own  roots,  of  their  family  in  the  family-of -family 
that  is  their  Nation. 

Who  knows?  In  reading  this  book  such  people  may  even  learn  the  real 
meaning  of  respect..,  and  dignity, 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


RE:  Stealing  Human  Rights 


Date:  Tue,  29  Dun  1999  00:24:46  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Barbara  Russell  <brussell@oz . net> 

Sub  j : Stealing  Human  Rights 

The  following  article  turned  up  on  the  KMA-List.  Check  the  date.  In 
Washington  State  the  leading  Indian  Fighter  Senator  Slade  Gorton  is  up  for 
re-election.  Gorton  is  working  to  terminate  Indian  Sovereignty.  If  he  has 
his  way  the  reservation  will  be  a thing  of  the  past. 

BARB 

Date:  Sat,  26  Dun  1999  05:28:51  -1000 
Sub j : On  the  Art  of  Stealing  Human  Rights 
http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ rights . html 
On  the  Art  of  Stealing  Human  Rights 

[Note:  The  following  extracts  are  from  a speech  given  by  Gerry  Gambill  at  a 
conference  on  Human  Rights  at  Tobique  Reserve  in  New  Brunswick,  in  August, 
1958.  In  this  speech,  he  warned  native  people  about  how  this  society  goes 
about  taking  away  the  human  rights  of  native  people...] 

Presidential  Race  Commission  has  no  First  Nations  representatives... 

The  art  of  denying  Indians  their  human  rights  has  been  refined  to  a 
science.  The  following  list  of  commonly  used  techniques  will  be  helpful  in 
"burglar-proofing"  your  reserves,  and  your  rights. 

GAIN  THE  INDIANS  CO-OPERATION  - It  is  much  easier  to  steal  someone's 
human  rights  if  you  can  do  it  with  his  OWN  co-operation.  So..: 

1. Make  him  a non-person.  Human  rights  are  for  people.  Convince  Indians 
their  ancestors  were  savages,  that  they  were  pagan,  that  Indians  were 
drunkards . 

Make  them  wards  of  the  government.  Make  a legal  distinction,  as  in  the 
Indian  Act,  between  Indians  and  persons.  Write  history  books  that  tell  half 
the  story. 

2.  Convince  the  Indian  that  he  should  be  patient,  that  these  things  take 
time.  Tell  him  that  we  are  making  progress,  and  that  progress  takes  time. 

3.  Make  him  believe  that  things  are  being  done  for  his  own  good.  Tell  him 
you're  sure  that  after  he  has  experienced  your  laws  and  actions  that  he 
will  realise  how  good  they  have  been.  Tell  the  Indian  he  has  to  take  a 
little  of  the  bad  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefits  you  are  conferring  on  him. 

4.  Get  some  Indian  people  to  do  the  dirty  work.  There  are  always  those  who 
will  act  for  you  to  the  disadvantage  of  their  own  people.  Dust  give  them  a 
little  honor  and  praise. 

This  is  generally  the  function  of  band  councils,  chiefs,  and  advisory 
councils:  they  have  little  legal  power,  but  can  handle  the  tough  decisions 
such  as  welfare,  allocation  of  housing  etc. 

5.  Consult  the  Indian,  but  do  not  act  on  the  basis  of  what  you  hear.  Tell 
the  Indian  he  has  a voice  and  go  through  the  motions  of  listening.  Then 
interpret  what  you  have  heard  to  suit  your  own  needs. 

6. Insist  that  the  Indian  "GOES  THROUGH  PROPER  CHANNELS."  Make  the  channels 
and  the  procedures  so  difficult  that  he  won't  bother  to  do  anything.  When 
he  discovers  what  the  proper  channels  are  and  becomes  proficient  at  the 
procedures,  change  them. 

7.  Make  the  Indian  believe  that  you  are  working  hard  for  him,  putting  in 
much  overtime  and  at  a great  sacrifice,  and  imply  that  he  should  be 
appreciative.  This  is  the  ultimate  in  skills  in  stealing  human  rights; 
when  you  obtain  the  thanks  of  your  victim. 

8.  Allow  a few  individuals  to  "MAKE  THE  GRADE"  and  then  point  to  them  as 
examples . 

Say  that  the  ' HARDWORKERS"  AND  THE  "GOOD"  Indians  have  made  it,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  a person's  own  fault  if  he  doesn't  succeed. 

9.  Appeal  to  the  Indian's  sense  of  fairness,  and  tell  him  that  even  though 
things  are  pretty  bad  it  is  not  right  for  him  to  make  strong  protests.  Keep 
the  argument  going  on  his  form  of  protest  and  avoid  talking  about  the  real 
issue,  refuse  to  deal  with  him  while  he  is  protesting.  Take  all  the  fire 


out  of  his  efforts. 

10.  Encourage  the  Indian  to  take  his  case  to  court.  This  is  very  expensive, 
takes  lots  of  time  and  energy  and  is  very  safe  because  laws  are  stacked 
against  him.  The  court's  ruling  will  defeat  the  Indian's  cause,  but  makes 
him  think  he  has  obtained  justice. 

11.  Make  the  Indian  believe  that  things  could  be  worse,  and  that  instead  of 
complaining  about  the  loss  of  human  rights,  to  be  grateful  for  the  rights  we 
do  have.  In  fact,  convince  him  that  to  attempt  to  regain  a right  he  has  lost 
is  likely  to  jepordize  the  rights  that  he  still  has. 

12. Set  yourself  up  as  the  protector  of  the  Indian's  human  rights,  and  then 
you  can  choose  to  act  only  on  those  violations  you  wish  to  act  upon.  By 
getting  successful  on  a few  minor  violations  of  human  rights,  you  can  point 
to  these  as  examples  of  your  devotion  to  his  cause.  The  burglar  who  is  also 
the  doorman  is  the  perfect  combination. 

13.  Pretend  that  the  reason  for  the  loss  of  human  rights  is  for  some  other 
reason  that  the  person  is  an  Indian.  Tell  him  some  of  your  best  friends  are 
Indians,  and  that  his  loss  of  rights  is  because  of  his  housekeeping,  his 
drinking,  his  clothing. 

14.  Make  the  situation  more  complicated  than  is  necessary.  Tell  the  Indian 
you  will  have  to  take  a survey  to  find  out  how  many  other  Indians  are  being 
discriminating  against.  Hire  a group  of  professors  to  make  a year-long 
research  project. 

15. Insist  on  unanimity.  Let  the  Indian  know  that  when  all  the  Indians  in 
Canada  can  make  up  their  minds  about  just  what  they  want  as  a group,  then 
you  will  act.  Play  one  group's  special  situation  against  another  group's 
wishes . 

16. Select  very  limited  alternatives,  neither  of  which  has  much  merit,  and 
then  tell  the  Indian  that  indeed  he  has  a choice.  Ask,  for  instance,  if  he 
could  or  would  rather  have  council  elections  in  lune  or  December,  instead 
of  asking  if  he  wants  them  at  all. 

17. Convince  the  Indian  that  the  leaders  who  are  the  most  beneficial  and 
powerful  are  dangerous  and  not  to  be  trusted.  Or  simply  lock  them  up  on  some 
charge  like  driving  with  no  lights.  Or  refuse  to  listen  to  the  real  leaders 
and  spend  much  time  with  the  weak  ones.  Keep  the  people  split  from  their 
leaders  by  sowing  rumour.  Attempt  to  get  the  best  leaders  into  high  paying 
jobs  where  they  have  to  keep  quiet  to  keep  their  paycheck  coming  in. 

18. Speak  of  the  common  good.  Tell  the  Indian  that  you  can't  consider 
yourselves  when  there  is  a whole  nation  to  think  of.  Tell  him  that  he  can't 
think  only  of  himself.  For  instance,  in  regard  to  hunting  rights,  tell  him 
we  have  to  think  of  all  the  hunters,  or  the  sporting  good  industry. 

19.  Remove  rights  so  gradually  that  people  don't  realize  what  has  happened 
until  it  is  too  late.  Again,  in  regard  to  hunting  rights,  first  restrict  the 
geographical  area  where  hunting  is  permitted,  then  cut  the  season  to  certain 
times  of  the  year,  then  cut  the  limits  down  gradually,  then  insist  on 
licensing,  and  then  Indians  will  be  on  the  same  grounds  as  white  sportsmen. 

20.  Rely  on  some  reason  and  logic  (your  reason  and  logic)  instead  of 
rightness  and  morality.  Give  thousands  of  reasons  for  things,  but  do  not 
get  trapped  into  arguments  about  what  is  right. 

21.  Hold  a conference  on  HUMAN  RIGHTS,  have  everyone  blow  off  steam  and  tension, 
and  go  home  feeling  things  are  well  in  hand. 

Barbara  Russell  & GYPSY 

West  of  Seattle,  Washington,  West  Coast  North  America 

"RE : Shawnee  Graves/South  Lawrence  Trafficway"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Dul  1999  03:13:19  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : South  Lawrence  Trafficway,  Shawnee  Indian  Graves,  Baker  might 
withdraw  wetlands  offer.  Dr.  Still  a non-Indian  grave  robber  of 
Shawnee  Indian  graves  & SFAAP.  To  see  how  this  all  ties  in  together, 
read  on: 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Listed  below  after  the  short  short  L3W  story  you  will  find  reference  to 


Shawnee  Indian  graves  that  are  located  in  the  path  of  the  purposed  South 
Lawrence  Trafficway.  Also  notice  Captains  Creek  starts  on  land  known  as 
Sunflower  Army  Ammunitions  Plant,  SFAAP. 

The  following  short  short  was  cut  from  the  total  story  published  in 
Lawrence  Journal  World, 
http: //www. lj world . com/ 

Baker  might  withdraw  wetlands  offer 
Updated  1:44:59  AM  Sunday,  Duly  4,  1999 

South  Lawrence  Trafficway  pushers  may  have  to  compensate  Baker  University 
if  its  wetlands  are  to  be  given  to  Haskell  as  part  of  the  project. 

By  Kendrick  Blackwood 
Dournal-World  Writer 

Baker  University  wants  some  dough,  too. 

Dan  Lambert,  the  school's  president,  said  Baker  is  reconsidering  its 
agreement  to  donate  the  Baker  Wetlands  to  help  complete  the  South  Lawrence 
Trafficway. 

He  said  a $5  million  compensation  package  recently  offered  to  Haskell 
Indian  Nations  University  by  state  highway  officials  has  forced  Baker  to 
look  to  its  own  interests.  The  state  was  using  the  $5  million  carrot  as  an 
attempt  to  coax  Haskell's  support  for  the  proposed  trafficway. 

Published  history  of  Douglas  County: 

Published  history  of  Douglas  County  show  many  Shawnee  Graves  are  located 
in  the  path  of  the  proposed  South  Lawrence  Trafficway  as  follows: 

The  United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians  is  very  concerned  about  the  protection 
of  subject  Shawnee  Indian  graves. 

>From  KANSAS  COLLECTION  BOOKS 

http: //www. ukans .edu/carrie/kancoll/books/cutler/ 


William  G.  Cutler's 

History  of  the  State  of  Kansas  was  first  published  in  1883  by  A.  T. 

Andreas,  Chicago,  IL. 

DOUGLAS  COUNTY.  EARLY  SETTLERS. 

Previous  to  May  15,  1854,  the  county  was  not  open  to  settlement  by  white 
people,  being  held  by  the  Shawnee  Indian  as  a part  of  their  reservation 
under  the  treaty  between  them  and  the  Government  in  1825.  On  the  former 
date  a new  treaty  went  into  effect,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  Shawnees 
reserved  200  acres  to  each  member  of  the  tribe,  or  200,00  acres  in  all, 
most  of  it  in  Johnson  County.  The  most  of  that  lying  in  Douglas  County 
selected  by  them  under  the  treaty  was  embraced  in  Eudora  Township,  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county.  As  soon  as  the  land  was  thrown  open  to 
settlement,  "squatters"  came  in  from  Missouri  and  from  the  Western  and 
Northwestern  States  to  secure  claims,  the  region,  now  Douglas  County, 
having  been  long  known  as  a desirable  location,  from  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  great  highways  of  travel  between  the  East  and  California  traversed  its 
entire  width.  It  was  also  the  route  over  which  the  Pottawatomie  trade 
mainly  passed,  one  of  the  great  crossings  of  the  Kansas  River  being  at  the 
trading  post  of  Uniontown,  in  what  is  now  Shawnee  County.  These,  however, 
were  not  the  first  white  men  in  Douglas  County.  In  1842,  Gen.  John  C. 
Fremont,  on  his  first  tour  of  exploration  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  after 
leaving  Cyprian  Chouteaus's  trading  house  on  the  Kansas  River,  six  miles 
west  of  the  Missouri  line,  on  June  10,  which  trading  house  was  in  latitude 
39  degrees  5'  57"  longitude  94  degrees  39'  16",  elevation  above  the  sea, 

700  feet  - encamped  near  the  present  location  of  Lawrence  on  the  12th,  and 
describes  the  spring  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Bruce.  He  says  of  the 
location : 

"We  encamped  in  a remarkable  beautiful  situation  on  the  Kansas  bluffs, 
which  commanded  a fine  view  of  the  river  valley,  here  from  four  to  five 
miles  wide.  The  central  portion  was  occupied  by  a broad  belt  of  heavy 
timber,  and  nearer  the  hills  prairies  were  of  the  richest  verdue." 

Many  other  California  emigrants  passing  over  this  route  were  particularly 
struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery,  and  the  magnificence  of  the  view  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lawrence  - among  them  Dr.  Charles  Robinson,  who  afterward 


became  one  of  hen  pioneer  settlers  and  most  honored  citizens.  Along  the 
California  road,  the  first  settlers  located.  This  road  entered  Douglas 
County  at  the  eastern  line  of  what  is  now  Eudora  Township,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  little  stream  then  called  Captain's  Creek,  and  near  the  Methodist 
Mission  of  Dr.  Still.  Passing  two  miles  west.  Dish's  Hotel  was  reached-a 
stopping  place  to  which  the  Free-State  settlers  were  always  cordially 
welcomed  by  the  Shawnee  proprietor.  The  road  crossed  the  Wakarusa  at  the 
house  of  Blue  Dacket,  a Shawnee  chief,  about  a mile  east  of  the  reserve 
line.  Two  miles  from  the  crossing  of  the  Wakarusa,  the  town  of  Franklin  was 
afterward  laid  out  on  the  claim  of  Mr.  L.  B.  Wallace,  formerly  of  Indiana. 
Associated  with  Wallace  was  a Virginian  - Mr.  Church,  a famous  violinist. 
Mr.  Wallace's  house  was  one  mile  west  of  the  site  of  Franklin.  About  four 
miles  further  west,  the  road  wound  up  a sharp  prominence  and  "Hog  Back 
Point"  was  reached,  the  future  Lawrence  lying  just  to  the  north.  Six  miles 
further  was  another  rise  in  the  prairie,  the  table-land  then  reached  being 
near  the  locality  of  a famous  spring,  near  where  Dudge  Wakefield  afterward 
settled.  Eight  miles  further  on  - the  road  still  passing  over  the  high 
prairie  with  a full  view  of  the  Kansas  and  Wakarusa  Valleys  to  the  north 
and  south  - the  "forks"  of  the  road,  the  future  site  of  Big  Springs  was 
reached,  and,  a mile  beyond,  the  road  passed  out  of  Douglas  County.  Among 
the  settlers  who  came  into  the  county  and  settled  along  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  road  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1854,  were  the  following:  D. 
W.  Lunkins,  of  South  Carolina,  April  13;  A.  R.  Hopper,  May  9;  Clark  Stearns 
and  William  H.  R.  Lykins,  May  26;  A.  B.  and  N.  E.  Wade,  Dune  5;  D.  A. 
Wakefield,  Dune  8;  Calvin  and  Martin  Adams,  Dune  10;  D.  D.  Eberhart,  Dune 
12;  Brice  W.  Miller,  Dune  6;  D.  H.  Harrison,  Dune  124;  H.  S.  and  Paul 
Eberhart,  Dune  15;  S.  N.  Wood,  Dune  24;  Mr.  Rolf,  Dune  24;  L.  A. 

Lagerquest,  Duly  4;  Dames  F.  Legate,  Duly  5;  William  Lyon,  and  Dosiah 
Hutchison  in  Duly. 

On  the  Wakarusa,  south  of  the  road,  Doel  K.  Goodwin  settled  in  May,  and 
William  Breyman,  Duly  18. 

T.  W.  and  R.  F.  Barber  settled  near  the  site  of  Bloomington  in  1855,  and 
Oliver  Barber  at  the  same  place.  Dune  1.  1857.  During  the  same  month,  Dohn 
A.  Bean,  N.  Alquine  and  M.  Albin  settled  a little  further  west,  where  now 
is  the  village  of  Clinton,  and  a store  was  opened  by  the  latter.  As  early 
as  May,  Napoleon  N.  Blanton  was  at  Blanton's  Bridge,  which  crossed  the 
Wakarusa  four  miles  directly  south  of  Lawrence,  and  G.  W.  Zinn,  A.  W.  and 
A.  G.  Glenn,  M.  S.  Winter  and  William  Shirley,  were  among  the  settlers  of 
1854  on  the  site  of  Lecompton.  In  the  southeast  of  the  county  on  the 
present  site  of  Vinland,  Dacob  Branson,  Charles  W.  Dow,  Franklin  N. 

Coleman,  George  Cutler,  F.  B.  Varnum,  William  White,  Dosiah  Hargus  and 
Harrison  W.  Buckley,  took  claims  during  the  year,  and  a little  further 
south,  at  Baldwin  City,  was  Robert  and  Richard  Pierson,  Dacob  Cantrel  and 
L.  F.  Green.  Douglas,  two  miles  south  of  Lecompton,  was  laid  out  on  the 
claim  of  Paris  Ellison,  G.  W.  Clarke  and  others  being  associated  with  him 
as  town  proprietor;  and  late  in  the  year,  William  Harper  and  Dohn 
Chamberlain  settled  at  the  forks  of  the  California  road  at  Big  Springs. 

The  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Eastern  emigrants  and  the  settlement  of 
Lawrence  is  given  in  that  sketch  of  that  city. 

Account  of  A.T.  Still  - the  Doctor: 

http: //www. r scorn . com/osteo/ at still/ still . htm 

It  was  the  custom  in  that  day  for  country  doctors  to  receive  their 
professional  training  by  "reading"  medicine,  as  their  legal  brethren  "read" 
law.  And  it  was  in  such  a manner  the  A.T.  Still  received  his  medical 
education.  After  serving  an  apprenticeship  under  is  father,  he  became  a 
licensed  physician  in  the  state  of  Missouri.  Later,  in  the  early  1860's  he 
attended  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

In  1849,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Andrew  married  Mary  M.  Vaughn,  and  for 
several  years  he  farmed  and  practiced  traditional  medicine  in  Macon  County, 
Missouri.  However,  this  was  a period  of  unrest  in  Missouri.  It  was 
essentially  pro-slavery,  and  as  both  Abraham  and  Andrew  Still  were  strong 
abolitionists,  they  moved  their  families  to  the  state  of  Kansas.  The 
Reverend  Abraham  served  as  a missionary  to  the  Shawnee  Indians  at  the 
Wakarusa  Mission,  six  miles  east  of  Lawrence,  Kansas.  Andrew  farmed  and 


doctored  the  Indians  and  settlers.  It  was  during  these  early  days  on  the 
Kansas  prairie  that  Andrew  first  began  to  search  for  new  methods  of 

treatment  for  the  patients  that  he  was  unable  to  help. 

During  the  years  1852-1853,  Andrew  Still  was  a scout  surgeon  under  General 
Dohn  C.  Fremont.  He  became  close  friends  Dohn  Brown  and  Dim  Lane,  the 
anti-slavery  leaders,  and  was  active  in  the  border  warfare  in  Kansas.  In 
1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected  on  the  free-state  ticket  to 
represent  Douglas  County  in  the  Kansas  state  legislature.  His  wife  died  in 
1859,  leaving  him  with  three  small  children.  He  was  married  the  following 
year  to  Mary  E.  Turner,  who  became  his  faithful  and  devoted  companion  for 
the  next  fifty  years. 

War  was  inevitable  and  A. T. Still  was  among  the  volunteers  of  the  Ninth 
Kansas  Cavalry.  He  served  the  Union  Army  as  a surgeon  during  the  Civil  War 
and  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  Major.  (His  surgical  kit  is  on  display 
in  the  Smithsonian  Institution).  During  the  war,  he  was  appalled  by  the 

number  of  patients  who  died,  and  he  abhorred  the  numerous  surgeries  and 

amputations.  He  became  concerned  about  the  common  procedures  of  bleeding, 
purging,  vomiting  and  blistering.  The  scientific  world  of  that  time  knew 
little  about  the  drugs  they  used  or  about  bacteria  or  antiseptics.  Surgery 
was  performed  without  anesthesia  and  in  unsanitary  conditions.  While  in  the 
army.  Dr.  Still  decided  that  when  he  returned  to  Kansas,  he  would  study  the 
human  body  and  find  a better  way  to  treat  disease. 

When  a epidemic  of  spinal  meningitis  spread  through  Kansas  in  1864,  Dr. 
Still  watched  helplessly  as  three  of  his  own  children  died  from  the 
disease.  He  gave  over  to  deep  despair;  he  hated  the  drugs  for  their 
impotency.  He  found  the  existing  medical  theory  totally  inadequate  and 
unacceptable.  This  personal  loss  almost  caused  him  to  abandon  his  career, 
but  instead,  he  became  more  determined  than  ever  to  find  the  answers  to 
health  and  disease.  Another  factor  which  undoubtedly  influenced  his  search 
for  health  is  the  fact,  recorded  in  his  family  history,  that  of  the  seven 
children  born  to  him  up  to  that  time,  all  had  now  died  except  one,  the 
oldest  daughter.  Three  had  died  in  the  epidemic  and  three  shortly  after 
birth.  Therefore,  at  a time  when  medicine  was  primarily  a series  of 
remedies  that  were  more  harmful  than  the  disease,  Andrew  Taylor  Still  began 
his  search  for  a new  method  of  medicine. 

The  next  ten  years  of  Dr.  Still's  life  were  spent  studying,  observing, 
comparing  and  experimenting.  After  re-reading  the  medical  books  and  finding 
no  answers  there,  he  turned  to  nature.  He  dug  up  Indian  graves  to  provide 
him  with  the  bodies  for  research.  For  over  a year  he  concentrated  on  the 
study  of  bones,  experimenting  to  understand  their  relationship  to  one 
another.  Then  he  studied  the  blood,  which  he  called  the  "river  of  life," 
and  how  the  blood  flowed. 

As  he  pursued  his  research  with  severe  intensity,  he  came  to  think  of  the 
human  body  as  a machine.  He  found  that  this  machine,  made  up  of  a skeleton 
with  supporting  muscles  and  ligaments,  was  subject  to  certain  mechanical 
laws  and  was,  therefore,  subject  to  stresses  and  strains.  He  learned  that 
the  proper  function  of  the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems  was  an  important 
factor  to  health  and  disease. 

He  believed  that  the  body  contained  certain  substances  necessary  for 
health,  and  if  properly  stimulated,  they  might  also  cure  disease. 

Stimulation  could  be  obtained  by  working  with  the  musculoskeletal  system  by 
applying  pressure  to  restore  normal  function.  These  beliefs  led  him  to  the 
theory  that  all  parts  of  the  body  were  interrelated  and  that  man  must  be 
treated  as  a whole.  He  believed  that  medicine  must  be  more  than  "the  three 
R's  of  medicine:  repair,  remove  and  relieve". 

He  reached  beyond  the  disease  for  the  cause  and  hence  the  cure.  Also,  he 
strongly  advocated  sanitation  and  hygiene,  and  his  hatred  of  drugs  led  him 
to  eliminate  many  impotent  and  toxic  drugs  from  his  practice. 

Through  a combination  of  research  and  clinical  observation.  Dr.  Still's 
new  medical  philosophy  evolved.  He  named  it  "osteopathy,"  a combination  of 
the  Greek  word  "osteo"  meaning  bone  and  "pathy"  meaning  suffering.  He  chose 
that  name  because  his  experiments  started  with  the  study  of  bones.  More 
that  a hundred  years  ago,  when  Andrew  Taylor  Still  was  nearly  forty-six 
years  of  age,  he  announced  osteopathy  to  the  world:  "On  Dune  22nd  1874,  I 
flung  to  the  breeze  the  banner  of  Osteopathy". 


In  the  Encyclopedia  Americana  under  Still,  Andrew  Taylor. 

"discoverer  and  founder  of  osteopathy;  born  near  Donesville, Virginia,  6 Aug. 
1828;  died  12  Dec.  1917.  ...  in  1853  he  removed  to  Kansas,  where  mrs. 

Still  died  in  1859.  He  farmed,  practiced  medicine  among  the  pioneers  and 
Indians  with  his  father,  who  had  accompanied  him,  and  eventually  studied 
medicine  in  Kansas  City.  He  fought  with  John  Brown  in  the  border  warfare; 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1857,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Baker 
University  at  Baldwin,  Kansas.  . . .captain  and  then  major  of  21st  Kansas 

Volunteers  in  Civil  War.  . . Ever  a student  of  nature,  he  decided  that  the 

God  who  made  man  had  placed  in  the  body  everything  necessary  for  health, 
without  the  use  of  drugs.  He  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  animals  he  skinned, 
and  disected  many  an  Indian  body  in  his  search  for  truth.  The  war 
interrupted  his  investigations,  but  when  three  of  his  children  died  of  spina 
meningitis  in  1864,  he  attacked  the  problem  anew.  . . " 

In  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica,  the  relevant  part  of  the  article  says  "His 

family  moved  in  1837  to  Macon  County,  Missouri,  and  later  to  the  Shawnee 
reservation  near  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  . ." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To  all  concerned  with  the  completion  of  the  South  Lawrence  Trafficway, 

please  take  note  of  the  Shawnee  Indian  graves  in  it's  path:  NAGPRA 

NAGPRA  problems  also  include  SFAAP. 

limmie  D.  Oyler,  Principal  Chief 

United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians 

http : //home . att . net/~hdqrs 
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Babbitt  Called  Before  Grand  lury 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  H.  30SEF  HEBERT 
6/30/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  was  called  today 
before  a grand  jury  in  connection  with  the  investigation  into  whether 
campaign  funds  influenced  a decision  in  1995  to  reject  an  Indian  casino  in 
Wisconsin . 

The  14-month  investigation  by  Independent  Counsel  Carol  Elder  Bruce 
reportedly  was  moving  toward  conclusion.  It  was  Babbitt's  first  appearance 
before  the  grand  jury. 

Interior  Department  spokesman  Mike  Gauldin  said  he  could  not  comment  on 
the  case,  referring  questions  to  Babbitt's  personal  lawyer,  Lloyd  Cutler. 
Cutler  could  not  immediately  be  reached. 

The  special  counsel  is  looking  into  whether  promises  of  campaign 
contributions  to  the  Democratic  Party  influenced  the  Interior  Department 
decision  in  1995  to  reject  a request  by  three  Chippewa  tribes  to  open  a 
casino  in  Hudson,  Wis.  Other  tribes  opposing  the  casino  later  contributed 
nearly  $300,000  to  the  Democratic  National  Committee. 

Babbitt  has  vigorously  denied  any  connection  between  campaign 
contributions  and  the  decision  to  reject  the  casino  permit. 

But  a longtime  friend,  Paul  Eckstein,  who  was  a lobbyist  for  the  tribes 
seeking  the  casino,  testified  at  congressional  hearings  that  Babbitt 
alluded  to  Democratic  campaign  contributions  and  pressure  from  the  White 
House  during  a meeting  on  the  day  the  casino  decision  was  made. 

Among  the  questions  the  special  counsel  is  trying  to  answer  is  whether 
Babbitt  lied  before  Congress  when  he  described  the  events  leading  up  to 
the  casino  decision.  Babbitt  has  said  Eckstein  misunderstood  the 


conversation  and  has  denied  misleading  lawmakers. 

Bruce  was  believed  to  be  wrapping  up  her  investigation. 

The  Minneapolis  Star  Tribune  report  today  that  Bruce  anticipates 
completing  the  fact-gathering  part  of  the  investigation  by  mid-August. 

Bruce  has  asked  the  U.S.  attorney  in  Madison,  Wis.,  for  an  additional 
60-day  delay  of  a federal  court  suit  involving  the  casino  issue,  so  she 
could  wrap  up  her  own  fact-finding,  according  to  the  newspaper. 

"We  are  nearing  the  end  of  our  factual  investigation  and  are  in  the 
process  of  reviewing  the  facts  and  the  law  in  order  to  reach  a final 
conclusion  as  to  whether  any  indictment(s)  should  be  sought,"  Bruce  wrote, 
according  to  the  report. 

The  U.S.  attorney  in  Wisconsin  represents  the  Interior  Department  in  the 
lawsuit  brought  by  the  Indian  tribes  who  had  sought  the  casino  permit. 

"RE : Bombing  Arizona"  
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Date:  Sat,  03  Dul  1999  11:54:33  -0800 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Here  is  the  text  of  the  Denver  Post  article  mentioned  in  a previous  post. 
Date:  Fri,  2 Dul  1999  17:36:44  -0600 
From:  "Omar  Dabara"  <ojabara@sprynet . com> 

Bombing  Arizona 

(Omar  Dabara  <mailto:ojabara@sprynet.com>ojabara@sprynet.com  is  a 
Denver-area  public  affairs  specialist  living  in  Westminster- -06-30-99) 

Now  that  we  have  succeeded  in  halting  most  of  the  ethnic  cleansing  in 
Kosovo,  we  need  to  fly  NATO's  warplanes  stateside  to  bomb  the  S.N.O.T 
(Systematic  Native  Oppression  & Torment)  out  of  Arizona.  The  reason? 

Ethnic  cleansing  by  your  old  Uncle  Sam. 

By  February  1,  2000,  all  remaining  Navajo  Indians  (about  3000  elders)  on 
what  are  called  Hopi  Partition  Lands  in  the  four  corners  region  of  Arizona 
are  to  be  "relocated"  from  their  tribal  homes  to  a desolate  tract  of  land 
on  the  Rio  Puerco,  just  downstream  from  the  worst  uranium  mine  disaster 
in  U.S.  history  (Church  Rock  Mill).  To  date,  10,000  Navajos- -known  as 
Dineh  in  their  language- -have  been  exiled  to  this  site,  with  25%  of  the 
first  group  resettled  in  1980  dying  within  the  first  six  months  of 
arriving  at  the  "New  Lands."  The  remaining  survivors  suffer  from 
increased  rates  of  birth  defects  and  poisoned  livestock. 

In  order  to  force  the  remaining  Navajo  elders  from  Big  Mountain,  the 
government  forbids  them  from  repairing  their  homes,  denies  them  access  to 
fresh  water,  and  confiscates  their  livestock  and  firewood.  In  fact,  Alice 
Begay,  a great  grandmother  whose  family  has  lived  at  Big  Mountain  for 
generations,  had  to  buy  back  her  cow  from  a livestock  auction  earlier 
this  month  after  the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  seized  it 
from  her. 

You  see,  it  all  starts  in  1863  when  Colonel  Kit  Carson  and  the  U.S.  Army 
went  on  a rampage  to  exterminate  the  Navajo  who  had  been  residing  in  the 
Big  Mountain  region  for  the  last  600  years.  After  Carson  spent  weeks 
killing  thousands  of  Indians,  the  survivors  were  forced  to  march  400 
miles  on  the  infamous  "Long  Walk"  to  Fort  Sumner  in  eastern  New  Mexico. 
Those  who  escaped  Carson's  grip  hid  in  the  canyons  of  the  Big  Mountain 
region  currently  inhabited  by  the  Navajo  and  the  Hopi  peoples. 

The  Hopi,  an  agrarian  people,  occupy  permanent  settlements  in  the 
lowlands  of  the  area  relying  largely  on  farming.  The  Navajo  rely  on  sheep- 
herding  and  dry-crop  farming.  In  1974,  President  Ford  signed  a bill 
partitioning  the  Big  Mountain  area  and  ordered  the  Navajo  to  leave.  This 
was  done  in  spite  of  a 1962  U.S.  District  Court  ruling  that  the  lands  in 
question  were  a Doint  Use  Area  (DUA)  cooperatively  developed  by  both  Hopi 
and  Navajo  peoples  (with  the  exception  of  the  small  portion  occupied  by 
the  Hopi  settlements). 

So  why  would  the  government  care  if  the  Navajo  lived  there  or  not, 
especially  since  many  Hopi  elders  believe  that  the  Navajo  have  just  as 


much  night  as  they  do?  Dust  follow  the  money:  It  turns  out  that  during 
the  1940s  and  1950s,  massive  deposits  of  low-sulfur  coal,  oil,  and 
uranium  were  discovered  in  the  mountains  and  canyons  occupied  by  the 
Navajo.  The  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  began  operating  a 103-square 
mile  coal  strip  in  the  area  in  the  mid-1960s  (after  first  displacing  200 
Navajo  families) . 

The  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribal  councils- -created  by  the  feds--get  royalties 
from  Peabody's  mining  operations  but  those  Navajo  living  in  the  mining 
permit  area  get  nothing  (estimates  show  they  live  on  top  of  18  billion 
tons  of  coal  just  six  feet  beneath  the  surface).  In  1964,  with  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  acting  as  an  "agent"  for  the  Navajo,  Peabody  paid 
less  than  2%  in  royalties  to  the  Navajo  under  its  original  lease  with  the 
tribe.  In  1984,  the  tribe  sought  to  adjust  the  royalty  rate  to  20  percent 
to  reflect  market  standards.  The  Department  of  Interior,  which  includes 
the  BIA,  approved  the  increased  royalty  rate  but  Peabody  (the  world's 
largest  private  coal  producer)  pressured  then-interior  Secretary  Donald 
Hodel  into  overturning  the  decision.  Last  week,  the  Navajo  announced  they 
were  fighting  back  with  a $600  million  lawsuit  against  Peabody  for 
shortchanging  the  tribe  since  1984. 

Nevertheless,  the  lawsuit  won't  prevent  the  expulsions  of  the  Navajo 
elders  from  Big  Mountain.  If  you  want  to  help,  please  call  1-888-41-PRAYER, 
or,  e-mail  cmailto: sdnation@earthlink. net>sdnation@earthlink. com.  For 
more  information  on  this  issue,  visit  the  Navaho  web  site  at 
chttp : //www. solcommunications . com/dineh . html> 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Mi'kmaq  Protest  Flalifax  Birthday  Fest"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Dul  1999  02:58:09  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Mi'kmaq  protest  Flalifax  250th  birthday  fest 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
HALIFAX  CELEBRATES  250TH  UNDER  CLOUD  OF  CONTROVERSY 
CBC  Radio  News,  WebPosted  Dune  21,  1999 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

HALIFAX  - Celebrations  got  underway  Monday  to  commemorate  the  250th 
birthday  of  the  founding  of  Halifax.  But  controversy  over  the  founder  of 
the  city  threatened  to  mar  the  festivities. 

Hundreds  of  people  lined  the  Grand  Parade  during  the  lunch  hour  as  the 
mayors  of  the  Halifax  regional  municipality  and  Annapolis  Royal  officially 
kicked  things  off. 

For  weeks  Mi'kmaq  groups  in  Nova  Scotia  urged  planners  to  leave  the 
city's  founder,  Edward  Cornwallis,  out  of  celebrations.  They  claim  he's 
responsible  for  atrocities  against  the  Mi'kmaq  people.  Aboriginal  leaders 
in  Nova  Scotia  have  been  asking  the  mayor  to  not  even  mention  the  name 
"Cornwallis"  at  Monday's  ceremony.  They  say  the  city  should  not  celebrate  a 
man  who  issued  bounties  for  the  scalps  of  native  women  and  children. 

But  after  the  opening  ceremonies,  Halifax  mayor  Walter  Fitzgerald  told 
reporters  he  can't  change  history.  "That  was  a long  time  ago,  that's  old 
history  and  the  Mi'kmaq  tribes  killed  white  people  too.  They  probably 
killed  more  than  we  did." 

Halifax  became  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia  after  the  community  of 


Annapolis  Royal  relinquished  the  role  in  the  18th  century.  The  mayor  of 
Annapolis  Royal  offered  more  conciliatory  remarks  on  the  founding  of 
Halifax.  "Well  I know  the  Mi'kmaq  have  no  great  feelings  on  Cornwallis.  And 
actually  I was  expecting  a manifestation  of  some  sort  which  wouldn't  have 
been  out  of  keeping  at  all." 

Instead,  the  celebration  began  and  ended  quietly.  It  will  continue  this 
weekend  with  a re-enactment  of  a camp  the  first  settlers  of  Halifax  set  up 
on  the  Commons. 


CANADA:  A NATION  FOUNDED  ON  "ETHNIC  CLEANSING" 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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AFN  striving  to  occupy  lands  and  trust  sector 
By  Marie  Burke 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OTTAWA 

On  a scale  of  one  to  five  how  would  you  rate  the  level  of  knowledge  in 
your  community  of  Indian  Affairs'  policies  in  the  following  areas: 
elections,  environment,  wills  and  estates,  human  resources, 
membership,  natural  resources,  moneys,  additions  to  reserve,  lands 
management  and  law-making? 

That  is  one  of  the  questions  being  posed  to  First  Nation  people  by  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  as  they  gather  the  information  that  will  be 
needed  to  change  the  policies  of  Indian  Affairs. 

For  more  than  a year  now,  the  AFN  and  Indian  Affairs  have  worked 
together  on  an  initiative  concerning  lands  and  trusts  services.  At 
least  80  per  cent  of  the  Indian  Act,  which  governs  the  lives  of  First 
Nation  people  who  live  on  reserve,  is  related  to  lands  and  trusts. 

In  1987,  Indian  Affairs  reviewed  lands  and  trusts  policy  after  the 
auditor  general  released  a report  that  critically  examined  the  way 
Indian  Affairs  managed  First  Nation  lands  and  resources. 

National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  said  if  First  Nation  people  decide  they 
do  not  like  the  proposed  process  or  outcomes,  then  the  AFN  will  not 
proceed  further.  The  AFN  is  "cautiously  optimistic"  that  the  process 
will  be  First  Nations-driven . The  gathering  of  input  from  First  Nation 
people  across  Canada  is  just  beginning,  and  analysts  at  the  AFN 
maintain  regional  interests  of  First  Nation  people  will  be  reflected 
in  the  proposed  changes  to  the  policies  of  the  Indian  Act. 

Ontario  Regional  Chief  Tom  Bressette,  co-chair  of  the  initiative,  said 
the  team  of  researchers  and  analysts  for  the  AFN  are  working  with 
certain  recent  key  legal  events  in  mind. 

"In  the  Corbiere-Batchewana  court  decision  First  Nation  rights  are 
being  tested,"  said  Bressette. 

Last  month,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  off-reserve  residents  have  some 
rights  to  vote  in  some  band  elections.  The  court  gave  Indian  Affairs 
and  First  Nation  leaders  18  months  to  revise  the  Indian  Act  to  bring 
it  up  to  speed  with  the  court's  decision. 

On  Dune  11,  the  First  Nations  Land  Management  Act,  otherwise  known  as 
Bill  C-49,  passed  in  both  houses  of  Parliment  and  royal  assent  will 


follow  within  the  next  month. 

In  a press  release,  Fontaine  approved  of  the  bill,  saying  it  will  give 
First  Nations  the  right  to  set  up  property  codes  on  reserve  and 
distribute  leases  and  licenses  for  reserve  land  without  the  prior 
approval  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  legislation  will  come  into  effect  immediately  for  the  14  bands 
that  have  signed  agreements  with  Indian  Affairs.  There  are  more  than 
600  other  bands  in  Canada  who  may  follow  in  future  agreements  on  land 
management . 

The  Native  Women's  Association  of  Canada  launched  a breach  of  duty 
lawsuit  against  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  in  mid-lune, 
claiming  the  bill  discriminates  against  First  Nation  women's  rights  to 
matrimonial  property  on  reserve  after  a marriage  breakdown.  As  the 
legislation  is  now  written.  First  Nations  will  be  able  to  make 
decisions  on  how  matrimonial  property  will  be  affected,  by  developing 
codes  to  be  ratified  through  community  referendums. 

Fontaine  insists  that  the  joint  initiative  that  will  change  policies 
affecting  First  Nation  people  across  Canada  will  be  directed  by  First 
Nations,  not  Indian  Affairs.  Ultimately,  the  initiative  will  result  in 
a framework  agreement  endorsed  by  the  AFN  and  Indian  Affairs,  but 
Fontaine  points  out,  the  initiative  is  not  about  making  amendments  to 
the  Indian  Act  at  this  point  in  time. 

At  a lune  11  First  Nations  media  information  session  on  the  AFN/INAC 
joint  initiative  in  Ottawa,  the  national  chief  and  officials  from 
Indian  Affairs  explained  the  reason  why  the  message  of  the  lands  and 
trust  services  initiative  needed  to  be  heard. 

"The  fact  is  that  the  AFN  is  working  on  this  initiative  now  by  taking 
the  interests  and  concerns  of  First  Nations  people  and  making  the 
changes  that  will  benefit  them  in  the  long  run,"  said  Fontaine. 

The  AFN  received  the  go-ahead  on  the  joint  initiative  from  the  chiefs 
at  their  confederacy  meeting  in  March  1998. 

Indian  Affairs'  director  general  of  registration,  revenues  and  band 
governance,  Ray  Hatfield,  explained  how  the  information  is  gathered  on 
a regional  level. 

"The  AFN  and  INAC  are  not  directly  involved  in  the  regional  process; 
each  region  uses  different  strategies  and  the  consultation  is  based  on 
community  involvement,"  said  Hatfield. 

The  goal  of  regional  information  is  to  get  the  issues  and  concerns 
that  are  specific  to  each  region,  said  Hatfield.  The  involvement  of 
each  region  is  coordinated  by  AFN  regional  vice-chiefs  who  will  make 
decisions  on  what  the  approach  will  be  in  gathering  the  information. 
Indian  Affairs  officials  said  at  least  $5.2  million  is  earmarked  for 
the  workplan  outlining  regional  involvement,  but  an  overall  funding 
figure  or  breakdown  was  not  available  at  the  information  session  in 
Ottawa . 

The  reports  are  not  back  yet  from  most  regions,  said  Hatfield.  The 
information-gathering  consultations  and  research  are  expected  to  last 
at  least  another  18  months.  A progress  report  on  the  joint  initiative 
will  be  presented  at  the  AFN's  annual  assembly  in  Duly  in  Vancouver. 

Officials  from  AFN  and  Indian  Affairs  could  not  comment  on  how  the 
recommendations  to  change  Indian  Affairs  policies  will  be  ratified. 

How  referenda  will  be  conducted  will  be  decided  at  the  annual  general 
assembly,  said  Hatfield. 

"RE : Alaska  Commission  on  Rural  Governance"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dun  1999  15:50:39  EDT 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Commission  on  Rural  Governance  and  Employment  - Alaska 
http: //www. minorities- jb . com/native/apnews/newsframe . html 
Knowles  Commission  Makes  Recommendations  On  Rural  Governance 


ANCHORAGE  (AP)  A committee  appointed  by  the  Knowles  administration 


says  the  state  should  formally  recognize  Alaska's  tribes  and  tribal 
governments,  and  should  work  to  ease  divisiveness  between  Natives  and 
non-Natives . 

The  recommendations  are  part  of  a report  written  by  the  Commission  on 
Rural  Governance  and  Empowerment.  The  panel  is  scheduled  to  present  the 
report  to  Lt.  Gov.  Fran  Ulmer  on  Thursday  in  Anchorage. 

The  22-member  commission  was  appointed  last  year  to  examine  the 
relationships  between  the  state,  municipalities  and  tribes,  and  to  make 
recommendations  on  how  to  enable  Natives  to  achieve  more 
self-governance. 

"The  movement  toward  tribal  governance  is  not  necessarily  a rejection  of 
state  municipal  forms  of  government,"  the  report  said.  "Rather,  it  is  a 
rejection  of  governance  that  doesn't  work." 

The  commission,  whose  membership  included  17  Natives  and  five 
non-Natives,  came  up  with  five  main  recommendations. 

Along  with  tribal  recognition  and  easing  rural-urban  rifts,  the 
commission  suggested  that  the  state: 

-Clarify  policies  regarding  tribes  and  direct  state  agencies  to  work 
with  tribes. 

-Improve  communication  between  all  local  governments  and  state  agencies. 
-Encourage  flexible  and  decentralized  government. 

The  commission  also  said  the  state  should  invest  more  money  in  rural 
communities  to  improve  their  economies,  and  that  the  state  and  federal 
governments  should  work  together  on  legislation  to  allow  tribes  to 
handle  alcohol-related  offenses. 

The  rural  governance  commission  was  appointed  by  Knowles  after  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court's  Venetie  decision,  which  said  tribes  had  only  limited 
authority  in  Alaska. 

c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
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Special  Meeting  Falls  Through 
c.  Examiner-Enterprise 
6/27/99 

Tahlequah  (AP)  - The  wrangling  within  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Council 
continued  when  a special  meeting  fell  through  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
quorum.  Six  council  members  who  have  boycotted,  previous  meetings  called 
by  backers  of  Chief  Doe  Byrd  sought  the  special  meeting  Friday  night.  But 
this  time,  with  one  exception,  it  was  the  chiefs  supporters  who  failed  to 
show.  The  six  Byrd  adversaries  had  hoped  to  approve  special  programs  and 
funding  that  has  been  waiting  to  help  the  Cherokee  people. 

"We  had  an  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  pass  all  these  resolutions  to  get 
funding  and  services  to  the  people,"  council  member  Barbara  Starr  Scott 
said.  "Cherokee  people  are  tired  of  the  current  administration  playing 
politics  with  their  lives,"  said  Chad  Smith,  a candidate  in  the  upcoming 
runoff  election  for  chief. 

"These  councilors'  refusal  to  attend  the  special  meeting  is  proof  of 
Byrd's  continuing  personal  agenda,"  Smith  said. 

On  Dune  18,  Cherokee  Nation  Special  Prosecutor,  Darrell  L.  Moore, 
directed  the  tribe's  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  (DAT)  to  issue  an  Order 
compelling  Chief  Doe  Byrd  and  other  individuals  to  appear  in  court  to 
answer  and  show  cause  why  then  should  not  be  held  in  contempt  of  the 
Court's  Order  issued  on  Feb.  17,  1998. 

Byrd  and  other  officials  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  purportedly  failed  to 
follow  the  Court's  Feb.  17th  order  to  return  all  court  files  that  were 
illegally  removed  from  the  tribe's  courthouse  in  the  Byrd  ordered  pre- 


-dawn  raid  and  take  over  of  the  Judicial  Branch  court  on  Dune  20,  1997. 

The  Court  also  ordered  Tina  Jordan  and  DeWayne  Littlejohn,  two  Byrd 
appointed  District  Judges,  to  cease  and  desist  from  any  and  all  judicial 
acts.  Jordan  and  Littlejohn  disregarded  the  JAT  Order  and  continued  to 
operate  an  illegal  court  within  the  Executive  Branch. 

Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle  along  with  Byrd's  chief  of  staff,  Gary  Stopp, 
are  also  named  as  individuals  in  the  Special  Prosecutors  Order  to  appear 
in  court  to  answer  charges  of  contempt  of  court. 

Another  special  meeting  has  been  called  for  Monday  night  by  the  Byrd 
faction.  The  six  council  members  in  attendance  Friday  Ms.  Scott,  William 
Smoke,  Harold  DeMoss,  Nick  Lay,  Troy  Poteete  and  Paula  Holder  - said  they 
will  not  attend  that  meeting. 

Ms.  Scott  said  the  legality  of  that  meeting  is  questionable.  Eight  of 
the  council  members  must  agree  to  call  a special  meeting.  Ms.  Scott  said 
she  had  been  hopeful  this  time  there  would  be  a quorum  since  council 
members  Harold  Phillips  and  Sam  Ed  Bush  approved  the  meeting  along  with 
the  six  boycotters. 

Holder  said  the  six  refuse  to  attend  meetings  where  the  agendas  address 
controversial  issues  yet  to  be  resolved  by  the  Cherokee  courts.  The  tribal 
council  has  been  split  since  turmoil  broke  out  in  February,  1997  when 
tribal  marshals  raided  Byrd's  office  during  an  investigation  into  alleged 
misspending. 

In  the  contempt  of  court  matter,  Stopp  signed  and  forwarded  numerous 
check  requests  on  behalf  of  Jordan  and  Littlejohn  to  the  accounting 
department  after  the  Court  had  ordered  they  cease  and  desist  from  judicial 
duties.  The  JAT  also  ordered  and  directed  Donald  Vaughn,  Byrd's  Interim 
Controller  and  Daniel  C.  Howard,  Byrd's  Director  of  Accounting  and  all 
employees  of  the  accounting  department  of  the  Cherokee  nation  "not  accept, 
process,  and  or  approve  any  request  for  any  funds  whatsoever  from  any 
party  whomsoever,  which  will  not  be,  or  may  be,  utilized  by  Tina  Jordan 
DeWayne  Littlejohn  and  or  their  purported  Court  Clerk  or  Clerks  in 
maintaining  their  illegal  court,  or  funding  or  paying  any  compensation  and 
or  expenses  relating  to  the  illegal  court  system  in  operation  at  the 
Cherokee  nation  Complex." 

Byrd  and  Eagle,  allegedly  with  knowledge  of  the  Court's  order  signed 
checks  drawn  on  the  Cherokee  Nation  accounts  compensating  Jordan  and 
Littlejohn  for  judicial  acts  performed  after  Feb.  17,  1998.  Allegedly 
Chief  Byrd  and  Deputy  Chief 

Eagle  signed  additional  compensation  checks  for  Littlejohn  in  November 
and  December  1998  and  January  and  February  1999. 

Each  of  the  individuals  named  in  the  special  prosecutors  notice  were 
apparently  aware  of  the  Court's  Order  of  February  17,  1998  that 
specifically  warned  that  if  the  order  was  disobeyed  the  punishment  for 
said  disobedience  was  contempt. 

Each  are  charged  with  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Court's 
Order.  Moore  has  requested  a date  be  set  by  the  tribe's  supreme  court 
(JAT)  for  an  initial  appearance  by  each  named  and  charged  individual.  The 
prosecutor's  order  said  that  each  individual  should  be  advised  of  the 
punishment  associated  with  a finding  of  indirect  contempt;  a fine  up  to 
$500,  imprisonment  up  to  six  (6)  months,  or  both. 

Byrd  and  others  named  in  the  order  to  appear  in  court  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  answer  and  each  individual  shall  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
demand  a trial  by  jury. 
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Bear  Butte 

25th  ANNIVERSARY  INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  CONFERENCE 
IN  LAKOTA  NATION  TERRITORY 

From  Dune  23-26,  1999  hundreds  of  Indigenous  representatives  from 
aroundthe  world  gathered  at  the  25th  Anniversary  International  Indian 


Treaty  Council  Conference,  held  at  the  Rosebud  Tribes'  Educational, 

Cultural  and  Spiritual  Center  at  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte),  a sacred 
traditional  area  in  the  Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills),  South  Dakota. 

Representatives  from  Indigenous  communities,  organizations  and  Nations 
from  throughout  Lakota  Nation  Territory  and  the  U.S.,  as  well  as  Canada, 
Alaska,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Panama,  Ecuador,  Brazil,  Aotearoa  (New  Zealand), 
Hawaii  and  Australia  gathered  to  share  grassroots  and  international 
information  impacting  their  communities. 

The  Conference  focused  on  information-sharing  as  well  as  building  and 
strengthening  strategies  for  confronting  critical  issues  facing 
Indigenous  Peoples  and  lands.  Youth  workshops  and  programs  as  well  as 
evening  cultural  presentations  were  also  on  the  agenda. 

The  presence  and  participation  of  many  spiritual  leaders  and  traditional 
elders  at  the  conference  was  noted  and  appreciated  many  times  during  the 
four  days  by  the  IITC  organizers.  The  conference  begin  a with  a 
traditional  sunrise  ceremony  to  light  a sacred  fire  which  burned  the 
entire  four  days.  The  program  ended  with  another  ceremony  at  the  fire  to 
conclude  the  conference  and  to  send  the  words  spoken  and  decisions  made 
during  at  the  conference  forward  during  the  year  to  come.  An 
international  Pow  Wow,  celebration  and  giveaway  followed. 

As  a part  of  the  commemoration  of  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn 
Victory  on  Dune  25th,  the  descendants  of  the  battle  survivors  were  called 
up  to  be  honored  and  all  conference  participants  shook  their  hands.  A 
forum  followed  focusing  on  the  return  of  the  Black  Hills  to  the  Lakota 
Nation . 

In  honor  of  the  host  Nation  and  site,  and  in  response  to  ongoing 
international  developments,  treaty  rights  and  violations  were  a primary 
focus  at  the  Conference  including  a review  of  final  report  of  the  United 
Nations  Treaty  Study.  According  to  Conference  Coordinating  Committee 
member  Stacey  Scares  Hawk,  Oglala,  and  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Cheyenne 
River  Sioux  tribe,  "It  is  important  for  grassroots  and  traditional  peoples 
to  hear  what  is  going  on  at  the  international  level,  especially  how  it 
concerns  our  treaties.  The  treaties  belong  at  the  international  level, 
how  they  have  been  violated  and  how  this  can  be  rectified." 

Other  members  of  the  Conference  Coordinating  Committee  included  the  host 
site  managers  Fern  Bordeaux  and  Michael  Botlz,  members  of  the  Hunkpapa 
Lakota  Red  Robe  Women's  Society  and  Hunkpapa  Treaty  Council,  the  Wanblee 
Wakpeh  Oyate,  Sinte  Gleska  University  Treaty  Law  Society,  and 
representatives  of  the  IITC  Board  and  staff. 

During  the  conference  Indigenous  speakers  from  many  regions  made  plenary 
presentations  on  Treaty  rights.  Freedom  of  Religion  and  Protection  of 
Sacred  Sites,  International  work  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  and  Environmental 
Protection  and  Biological  Diversity. 

Conference  participants  also  met  in  12  Commissions  over  three  days  to 
develop  resolutions  and  action  plans  on  a variety  of  critical  issues 
facing  Indigenous  Peoples.  Commissions  focused  on  Treaties  and  land 
demarcation;  political  prisoners,  including  Leonard  Peltier;  rights  of 
children;  environmental  protection;  cultural  rights  and  safeguarding  of 
traditional  knowledge;  border  issues  and  the  impacts  of  immigration  laws; 
international  developments  including  the  United  Nations  Draft  Declaration 
for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  protection  of  sacred  sites; 
sustainable  development  and  Indian  to  Indian  trade;  youth  organizing;  and 
Traditional  government  and  de-colonization. 

IITC  Board  President  Bill  Means,  Oglala,  who  moderated  the  Commission  on 
Treaty  Rights,  noted  that  "for  the  first  time  in  20  years  every  Treaty 
organization  throughout  the  Lakota  Nation  Territory  was  present  and  took 
part  in  discussions  together  about  how  to  uphold  our  Treaty  Rights  as  a 
Nation".  Bill  attributed  this  show  of  unity  to  the  spiritual  power  of 
Bear  Butte  as  well  as  the  unshakable  shared  conviction,  upheld  by  all  of 
the  Lakota  Treaty  People,  that  the  "the  Black  Hills  are  not  for  sale". 

Resolutions  from  the  Commissions  were  presented  for  discussion  and 
approval  by  consensus  at  a General  Assembly  on  the  final  day  of  the 
conference.  According  to  IITC  Executive  Director  Andrea  Carmen,  Yaqui, 

"the  resolutions  and  strategies  adopted  at  the  Conference  will  provide 
guidance  and  direction  to  the  IITC  as  we  continue  our  work  in  defense  of 


Indigenous  Peoples'  rights  and  survival  in  coming  year.  The  ongoing 
process  of  sharing  information  and  creating  bonds  of  solidarity  and 
friendship  among  Indigenous  struggles  around  the  world,  which  took  place 
during  these  four  days  at  Bear  Butte,  is  vital  to  the  success  of  this 
work" . 

The  final  General  Assembly  session,  which  opened  with  words  of 
encouragement  by  Oglala  Lakota  traditional  elder  Marie  Randall  of  the  Grey 
Eagle  Society  and  continued  with  the  presentations  of  resolutions  by  each 
of  the  Commissions,  was  broadcast  live  on  KILI  Radio.  IITC  wishes  to 
express  its  appreciation  to  KILI  for  their  assistance  in  making  this 
important  session  accessible  to  a wide  audience  throughout  the  Lakota 
Nation.  The  text  of  the  final  resolutions  will  be  available  from  the  IITC 
in  30  days. 

The  IITC  wishes  to  thank  the  Lakota  Nation,  the  site  caretakers,  and  the 
many  volunteers  who  helped  out  during  the  conference.  The  year  2000 
International  Indian  Treaty  Conference  will  be  held  in  Guatemala,  where 
IITC  has  a Human  Rights  Office  and  several  affiliated  Indian  organizations. 

For  more  information  please  contact  the  IITC. 
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Faraway  Friends  'Adopt'  a Reservation's  Elderly 

PINE  RIDGE  RESERVATION,  S.D.  --  Thaddeus  Hust  and  his  wife,  Rebecca 
Thomas,  chose  their  grandfather  because  they  shared  an  interest  in 
gardening  with  him. 

For  the  last  two  years,  the  couple  from  Durango,  Colo.,  have  been 
exchanging  letters,  phone  calls  and  seed  packets  with  Bernard  Little  White 
Man,  a 71-year-old  widower,  and  helping  to  support  him,  through  the  Adopt - 
a-Grandparent  Program. 

On  Sunday,  Hust  spent  about  two  hours  grilling  sausages  at  the 
organization's  annual  breakfast  on  the  reservation,  where  some  of  the 
group's  300  members  came  to  meet  the  elders  they  are  sponsoring. 

"We  always  felt  this  connection,  this  empathy  for  the  Native  Americans," 
Ms.  Thomas  said.  "Then  we  heard  about  this  grandparent  idea,  and  it  just 
seemed  like  such  a wonderful  way  to  help  the  elders." 

The  Adopt-a-Grandparent  Program  was  started  in  1987  by  a freelance 
photojournalist,  Gail  Russell,  who  had  visited  the  reservation  while  on 
assignment  for  a magazine.  Through  friends  here  she  learned  of  three 
elderly  women  who  had  frozen  to  death  in  their  own  homes  during  a winter 
storm.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  women  could  not  afford  propane  for  heat 
or  could  not  make  the  trip  to  get  supplies. 

"We  were  shocked  about  the  news,  and  I asked  some  of  the  grandmas  I knew 
on  the  reservation  to  tell  me  why  the  programs  they  had  didn't  work,"  Ms. 
Russell  said.  She  had  no  plans  to  start  an  organization  until  an  elderly 
friend,  Nellie  Red  Owl,  asked  her,  "Wouldn't  someone  up  your  way  like  to 
adopt  a Grandma?" 

"And  it  just  clicked,"  Ms.  Russell  said. 

Ms.  Russell  then  founded  the  Mountain  Light  Center,  a nonprofit 
organization  that  runs  the  Adopt-a-Grandparent  program.  And  now  she  often 
makes  the  12-hour  drive  from  her  home  in  Taos,  N.M.,  to  deliver  food  and 
other  supplies  to  the  reservation. 

The  program  began  with  12  elders  from  the  Wakpamni  (Walk-pom-nee) 
community  here.  Now  more  than  250  elders  and  their  families  are  sponsored 
by  members  of  Adopt-a-Grandparent . About  a dozen  elders  in  New  Mexico  are 
also  sponsored  by  the  group. 

Word  of  mouth  and  a new  Web  site  have  helped  attract  new  members  --  most 
from  the  United  States,  but  some  from  Dapan  and  the  Netherlands.  Ms. 

Russell  is  hoping  to  double  the  membership  this  year.  The  budget  for  1998 


was  $150,000,  of  which  $63,000  went  directly  to  the  elders;  an  additional 
$75,000  worth  of  goods  was  donated. 

"A  lot  of  members  say  they  always  wanted  to  help  Native  Americans  in 
some  way,  but  there  was  no  structure  they  were  comfortable  with,"  Ms. 

Russell  said. 

That  was  the  case  for  Pete  Smith  and  his  girlfriend,  Marja-Liisa  Bykonich, 
of  Longmont,  Colo.  "We  see  so  much  outpouring  to  help  others  in  this  country 
--  it  goes  out  to  Kosovo  or  wherever,"  Smith  said,  taking  a rest  after 
cooking  several  bowls  of  scrambled  eggs  at  Sunday  morning's  breakfast. 

"And  this  is  the  forgotten  part  of  America,  these  people  that  were 
conquered  and  just  forgotten  about." 

Members  of  the  program  can  either  pay  a membership  fee  of  about  $50 
annually  and  have  no  involvement  with  elders  or  they  can  choose  an  elder 
and  establish  a relationship.  "Some  write  their  adopted  grandparent, 
others  send  money,  some  send  new  blankets  or  sheets.  There  is  no 
prescribed  do  this  or  that,"  Ms.  Russell  said.  In  one  case,  a couple  from 
Washington  helped  build  a house  for  their  adopted  grandparent. 

The  elders  are  chosen  by  sponsors  from  lists  provided  by  Ms.  Russell 
that  describe  the  person's  health,  hobbies,  clothing  sizes  and  other 
information.  A person  must  live  on  a reservation,  be  at  least  60  years  old 
or  disabled  to  qualify  as  an  elder.  Members  may  sponsor  more  than  one 
elder,  and  elders  can  be  sponsored  by  more  than  one  person. 

"I  have  about  three  sponsors,"  said  Emily  Has  No  Horse,  an  80-year-old 
widow,  who  was  munching  on  heart-shaped  blue  corn  waffles  that  Ms.  Russell 
made  Sunday  morning.  "One  woman,  Barbara,  in  California,  sends  me 
materials  for  quilting,  or  sometimes  helps  with  the  electricity  bill  or 
pays  for  propane." 

Sitting  behind  Mrs.  Has  No  Horse  was  Amelia  Yellow  Thunder,  70,  who 
showed  off  the  red,  green  and  blue  plaid  cotton  skirt  that  one  of  her 
sponsors  had  sent  her.  Both  of  the  women  said  their  only  income  was  about 
$500  a month  from  Social  Security. 

This  level  of  poverty  is  typical  on  this  reservation,  which  President 
Clinton  was  scheduled  to  visit  this  week  on  a tour  of  impoverished  areas. 
About  24,000  of  the  Oglala  Sioux's  38,000  enrolled  tribal  members  live 
here,  including  about  15,000  elders,  tribal  officials  say. 

Unemployment  is  about  85  percent  here,  with  a median  annual  income  of  $3, 
400,  said  Bart  Merdanian,  a legislative  liaison  for  the  tribe.  In  addition 
to  the  financial  straits,  there  is  a high  incidence  of  diabetes,  heart 
disease  and  alcoholism  on  the  reservation,  Merdanian  said. 

"Our  grandmother,  Rosemary  Good  Voice  Elk,  is  diabetic  and  is  in  a 
wheelchair,"  Ms.  Bykonich  said.  "Her  house  was  hit  by  the  tornado  this 
year,  and  they  lost  part  of  the  roof,  one  bedroom  and  a front  window.  I 
didn't  see  any  beds  there  when  we  went  by  yesterday,  but  we  didn't  come 
right  out  and  ask  because  they  have  their  pride,  too."  Ms.  Bykonich  said 
several  children  and  grandchildren  also  live  with  Mrs.  Good  Voice  Elk. 

Speaking  over  the  sound  of  powwow  chants  and  a summer  thunderstorm,  Ms. 
Russell  said:  "The  Native  American  way  of  life  is  a circle,  and  we  try  to 
have  the  energy  of  the  organization  in  the  same  way.  The  sponsors  say  they 
are  getting  so  much  more  than  they  are  giving,  so  it's  like  life." 
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Whiteclay,  Neb.  (ap)  --  Members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  tribe  converged  on 
this  tiny  town  Saturday  to  protest  alleged  treaty  violations,  unsolved 
murders  and  alcohol  sales,  and  nine  people  were  arrested,  including 
activist  Russell  Means. 


About  150  people  marched  the  two  miles  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 
in  South  Dakota,  and  scores  of  others  rode  in  cars. 

They  were  met  by  more  than  100  riot-equipped  Nebraska  state  troopers, 
who  stood  toe-to-toe  with  the  marchers  and  ordered  them  not  to  cross  a 
line  of  yellow  tape  at  the  edge  of  Whiteclay,  about  a city  block  from  the 
state  line.  Moments  later.  Means  and  several  other  demonstrators  crossed 
the  tape  and  were  arrested. 

One  man  riding  bareback  on  a horse  skirted  the  police  line  and  rode, 
hollering,  through  an  adjacent  field.  "I  tried  to  fire  my  people  up,"  said 
the  rider,  Billy  Doe  Bean. 

The  demonstration  later  ended  peacefully  and  most  of  the  participants 
headed  back  to  Pine  Ridge.  Means  and  the  others  who  were  arrested  would 
probably  be  given  misdemeanor  citations  for  refusing  a lawful  order,  state 
police  said. 

The  town's  22  residents  had  been  ordered  to  leave  the  day  before  by 
Nebraska  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns.  While  tribal  leaders  said  it  would  be  a 
peaceful  march,  some  participants  had  threatened  to  occupy  the  village 
until  state  officials  addressed  their  concerns. 

A rally  one  week  ago  in  Whiteclay  ended  with  looting  and  burning. 

The  protest  stems  from  allegations  by  AIM  leaders  and  members  of  the 
Oglala  Sioux  that  the  federal  government  has  violated  an  1868  treaty  that 
reserved  parts  of  what  are  now  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota,  Wyoming, 
Montana  and  Nebraska  for  the  Sioux. 

Tribe  members  also  are  upset  that  four  stores  in  Whiteclay  sell  more 
than  $3  million  worth  of  beer  each  year,  mostly  to  Indians  with  drinking 
problems.  Alcohol  is  banned  on  the  reservation,  a 5,000-square-mile 
expanse  that  is  home  to  15,000  Oglala  Sioux  and  has  one  of  the  nation's 
highest  alcoholism-related  mortality  rates. 

Also,  tribe  members  say  local  police  have  not  done  enough  to  investigate 
the  deaths  of  two  Sioux  men  whose  bodies  were  found  3une  8 in  a culvert 
near  the  Nebraska  line. 

lohanns  said  Nebraska  could  not  offer  much  help  because  the  bodies  were 
found  in  South  Dakota.  Federal  and  tribal  police  have  announced  a $15,000 
reward  for  information  on  the  slayings. 

At  a rally  before  Saturday's  march  in  Pine  Ridge,  calls  for  militant 
action  in  Whiteclay  mingled  with  prayer  drums  and  pleas  for  peace. 

"If  I had  it  my  way,  we'd  tear  the  damn  town  down  to  the  ground,  but  we 
can't  do  that,"  American  Indian  Movement  activist  Clyde  Bellecourt  said. 

AIM  activist  Dennis  Banks  said  he  was  glad  there  was  no  violence  at 
Saturday's  rally. 

"Everybody  has  to  share  in  the  award  for  that,"  he  said.  "Any  time 
confrontation  is  looming,  there  should  be  some  type  of  dialogue." 

President  Clinton  is  set  to  visit  Pine  Ridge  on  Wednesday,  and  is 
expected  to  discuss  economic  development  in  Indian  communities  and  tour 
tornado-damaged  parts  of  Oglala. 
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Sub j : LEONARD  PELTIER  ON  WHITECLAY 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Leonard  wrote  the  following  and  asked  us  to  put  it  out  to  all  supporters 
and  media.  Thanks,  LPDC 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier  on  Demonstration  March  to 
Whiteclay,  Nebraska  Set  for  Duly  3,  1999 

I know  the  situation  in  Whiteclay  has  reached  the  boiling  point.  Once 
again,  our  people  are  being  killed.  Once  again  there  is  a call  for  justice, 
for  full  investigations,  for  equal  punishment  for  those  responsible.  Once 
again,  our  pleas  fall  on  deaf  ears.  And  once  again,  violence  is  erupting. 
Our  people  have  legitimate  concerns  that  must  be  addressed,  and  addressed 


now.  As  I write  this,  my  thoughts  are  with  those  planning  to  participate  in 
the  march  from  Billy  Mills  Hall  to  Whiteclay  tomorrow  morning.  The  whole 
world  is  watching.  What  will  you  do?  I can  only  hope  that  everyone 
involved  will  read  these  words  and  see  that  we  now  have  a chance  to  make  a 
change,  to  make  a difference. 

As  I sit  "in  here"  and  read  about  what's  going  on  "out  there"  in  places 
like  Whiteclay,  I can't  help  but  be  reminded  of  what  happened  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  at  Pine  Ridge,  of  the  events  that  put  me  in  this 
cell  in  Leavenworth.  It  seems  that  we  have  come  full  circle.  Over  the 
years,  I've  had  a lot  of  time  to  think  back  about  Pine  Ridge.  I can  still 
see  the  faces  of  those  elders,  the  Traditionalists  who  asked  for  our  help. 
They  knew  who  they  were  and  where  they  came  from.  They  didn't  just  talk 
about  their  spirituality,  they  lived  it.  Those  elders  knew  the  power  of 
thought,  and  they  taught  us  that  when  we  become  of  one  mind,  all  things  are 
possible.  When  people  look  back  at  what  happened  there  on  the  Dumping  Bull 
property,  they  seem  to  forget  that  our  little  camp  was  a spiritual  camp  and 
that  we  were  spiritual  warriors.  That  is,  until  that  now  infamous  day  in 
1975  when  the  sound  of  gunfire  shattered  our  unity,  shattered  our  world.  In 
an  instant,  so  many  lives  were  changed  forever.  And  I know  I'm  not  the  only 
one  doing  time  because  of  it.  Each  and  every  one  of  us  whose  lives  were 
touched,  no  matter  which  "side"  we  were  on,  is  serving  a life  sentence, 
because  those  tragic,  mind-numbing  events  are  burned  in  our  collective 
memory  forever.  Nothing  can  bring  back  those  lost  lives  or  take  away  the 
pain  of  grieving  families.  Nothing  can  change  what  happened  that  day. 

We  are  now  back  at  the  beginning.  We  have  come  full  circle  and  we  have  a 
choice  to  make.  We  can  either  mend  the  hoop  once  and  for  all,  or  we  can  go 
back  around  and  repeat  the  cycle  of  violence  and  destruction.  It's  up  to 
us.  We  have  to  trust  in  what  our  elders  teach  us.  They  aren't  just  making 
it  up,  you  know.  Our  traditional  ways  have  sustained  us  for  thousands  of 
years,  through  all  kinds  of  adversity,  and  we're  still  here.  A little 
ragged  around  the  edges,  maybe,  but  still  here.  And  in  spite  of  all,  we 
still  have  our  Original  Instructions.  Isn't  it  about  time  we  started 
following  them? 

As  things  heat  up  and  we  face  off  in  places  like  Whiteclay,  we  must  not 
forget  our  pipes  and  our  traditional  manner.  We  must  not  exchange  our 
spirituality  for  violence  and  destruction.  We  are  now  at  a place  in  time 
where  we  have  powerful  allies  throughout  the  world.  If  we  keep  our  heads  up 
and  follow  the  spiritual  path,  we  can  mobilize  these  forces.  Are  we  going 
to  let  history  repeat  itself?  Will  more  people  suffer  pain  and  loss?  And 
more  "Leonard  Peltiers"  going  to  be  created?  Or  do  we  keep  our  heads 
together  and  let  the  spirit  of  the  old  ways  guide  us  to  change  the  outcome 
going  into  this  new  millennium?  We  can,  if  we  remember  who  we  are,  if  we 
quit  ignoring  the  experiences  of  those  who  have  come  before  us.  It's  time 
to  take  a long,  hard  look  in  the  mirror.  Are  we  living  our  spirituality, 
everyday,  like  those  elders,  or  are  we  just  talking  about  it? 

We  must  become  of  one  mind,  united  in  thought  and  action.  Not  just  during 
Sundance  or  when  we're  in  the  sweat  lodge,  but  every  single  day  of  our 
lives.  Then  and  only  then  will  change  begin  and  doors  be  opened.  Who 
knows,  one  of  those  doors  may  even  be  the  door  to  MY  CELL.  To  those 
planning  to  march  to  Whiteclay  tomorrow,  I urge  you  to  follow  your  own 
spiritual  knowledge,  not  the  path  of  violence.  In  everything  we  do,  we  must 
think  of  the  seventh  generation  to  come.  Mitakuye  Oyasin. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

"RE : Fundraising  Breakfast"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Dul  1999  12:57:17  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Sub j : Did  you  know  Duly  1 1,2 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


WINNIPEG  (CP)  --  About  900  people  turned  out  for  a fundraising 
breakfast  Thursday  for  two  high-profile  aboriginal  leaders  and  a 
social  activist  recruited  to  plow  new  ground  for  Manitoba  Progressive 
Conservatives . 

All  three  are  running  for  the  Tories  in  the  next  provincial  election 
in  ridings  traditionally  held  by  the  NDP. 

The  presence  of  the  aboriginal  candidates  may  surprise  some  after 
last  winter's  revelations  of  the  Monnin  inquiry. 

The  judicial  probe  heard  how  Tories  tried  to  siphon  votes  from  the 
NDP  in  three  ridings  with  many  aboriginal  voters  in  1995  through 
under-the-table  financial  support  of  supposedly  independent 
candidates . 

The  vote-splitting  scheme  was  condemned  by  native  leaders. 

But  that  hasn't  stopped  Norway  House  Chief  Ron  Evans  and  Mary 
Richard,  president  of  the  Aboriginal  Council  of  Winnipeg,  from 
securing  Tory  nominations. 

Richard,  who  is  running  in  the  inner-city  Winnipeg  riding  of  Point 
Douglas,  suggested  aboriginal  reaction  to  the  vote-splitting  scandal 
was  overblown  by  the  media. 

"I  don't  think  the  aboriginal  people  even  think  about  it,"  she  said. 

"It's  been  dealt  with,  it's  history,  it's  gone." 

Evans,  who  will  be  challenging  incumbent  New  Democrat  and  former 
chief  Oscar  Lathlin  in  The  Pas,  said  voting  NDP  is  not  an  aboriginal 
birthright . 

"We  must  explore  and  make  our  own  choice  of  government,"  he  said. 

The  third  candidate  is  Rev.  Harry  Lehotsky,  a Baptist  minister  who 
has  built  his  reputation  working  on  the  mean  streets  of  Winnipeg's 
north  end.  He's  running  in  the  newly  created  inner-city  riding  of 
Minto . 

"Walking  around  the  inner  city  and  listening  to  some  folks,  you'd 
think  that  every  Conservative  that's  walking  around  is  kind  of  like  a 
two-headed  fire-breathing  monster,  seeking  nothing  but  to  devour  the 
poor  and  disadvantaged,"  he  said. 

"I  can  tell  you  that's  not  the  people  I've  met." 

Do  you  have  an  opinion  about  one  of  our  stories? 

Know  someone  who  might  be  interested  in  this  page?  Dust  type  in  the 
email  address  to  send  them  the  URL 

- "RE:  Peltier  Conference"  

From:  cuauhtemoc@earthlink.net 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Subject:  peltier  conference  news  article 
Date:  Tue,  29  Dun  1999  07:25:37  -0700 

Activists  plot  Peltier  strategy 
Posted  Sunday,  Dune  27,  1999 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  drew  activists  concerned  with 
human  rights  and  political-prisoner  issues  to  Lawrence  to  discuss  strategy. 
By  Felicia  Haynes 
Dournal-World  Writer 

Activists  from  around  the  country  and  the  world  are  meeting  in  Lawrence 
this  weekend  in  support  of  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University,  which  began  Saturday  and  continues  today,  is  focusing  on 
strategies  to  push  for  the  release  of  Peltier  and  others  around  the  world 
whom  the  group  considers  political  prisoners.  Panel  discussions  Saturday 
focused  on  grass-roots  organization,  political  prisoners,  prison  issues 
and  Peltier's  legal  case.  Around  200  people  are  attending  the  conference. 

"These  people  are  in  prison  not  because  of  what  they  did,  but  because  of 
who  they  are,"  Lennox  Hinds,  a human  rights  activist  and  a lawyer  who  has 
worked  for  Nelson  Mandela,  said  during  a session  about  the  international 


campaign  for  Peltier.  "...  We  have  to  be  clear  about  this.  ...  We  have  to 
educate  the  American  people  about  this." 

Hinds,  who  recently  joined  the  campaign,  said  the  group  is  now  in  a 
position  to  ask  Mandela  to  endorse  the  cause. 

David  Dellinger,  a lifelong  activist  and  one  of  the  Chicago  Seven  -- 
seven  radicals  accused  of  conspiring  to  incite  a riot  at  the  1968  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  Chicago  --  talked  about  the  movement  to  free 
political  prisoners. 

"It  is  coming  alive  and  involves  more  people  than  at  any  other  time  of  my 
life,"  he  said.  "They  never  had  the  grass-roots  support  they  have  now 
around  the  nation  and  all  over  the  world." 

Dellinger  spoke  on  grass-roots  organizing  during  the  panel,  which  also 
included  Ramona  Africa  of  MOVE,  a Philadephia-based  organization. 

"What  we  need  to  do  is  keep  setting  a strong  example,"  she  said.  "There 
is  something  that  everybody  can  do.  ...  Injustice  threatens  all  of  us." 

One  action  people  can  take  is  getting  information  out,  she  said. 

"Leonard  Peltier's  name  is  known  in  Red  Square  and  is  virtually  unknown 
in  Times  Square,"  said  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  a Kansas  University  professor 
and  First  Nation  activist. 

Other  speakers  Saturday  included  Geronimo  (Pratt)  Di  Daga,  a recently 
released  Black  Panther,  Pam  Africa  with  the  Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia 
Abu  Damal,  members  of  La  Raza  and  Puerto  Rican  political  prisoner  defense 
committees,  and  former  prisoners. 

Peltier,  a member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  is  serving  two 
consecutive  life  terms  in  the  federal  penitentiary  in  Leavenworth  for  his 
part  in  a 1975  shootout  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota, 
during  which  two  FBI  agents  were  killed.  Four  men  were  accused  of 
murdering  the  agents;  two  were  acquitted  and  charges  against  another  were 
dropped . 

Peltier  was  convicted.  He  and  his  supporters  maintain  his  innocence, 
saying  that  the  government  coerced  witnesses  and  fabricated  evidence  at 
his  trial. 

The  conference,  which  is  open  to  the  public,  today  will  feature  a 
presentation  on  lobbying  by  Dennifer  Harbury,  a human  rights  activist; 

Ernie  Stevens,  junior  vice  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians;  and  Keith  Dennings,  president  of  the  African  American  Human 
Rights  Foundation.  Other  activities  include  formation  of  work  groups. 

--  Felicia  Haynes'  phone  message  number  is  832-7173. 

Her  e-mail  address  is  fhaynes@ljworld.com. 

"RE : LPDC  Organizing  Conference/Plans  of  Actions"  

Date:  Thursday,  Duly  1,  1999 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : LPDC  Org.  Conferenc-Plans  of  Actions  1999-2000 
Plans  of  Actions 

Below  are  some  plans  of  actions  which  were  proposed  and 
accepted  at  the  Dune  Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference. 

The  most  important  issues  we  will  be  organizing  around  during  the 
next  year  are:  executive  clemency,  habeas  corpus  challenging  the 
parole  commission,  health,  congressional  campaign,  spring  parole 
hearing,  and  the  International  campaign. 

We  hope  that  through  our  combined  efforts  we  can  build  the 
campaign  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  into  a strong  movement.  Therefore, 
we  suggest  a plan  of  action  that  builds  one  event  on  another  and 
shows  its  strength  through  its  continuity  and  coordination.  In 
between  these  dates  we  need  to  do  as  much  outreach  as  possible 
in  order  to  build  the  base  we  need  to  make  these  successful. 

[NOTE:  We  need  to  be  prepared  to  fill  the  courtroom  if  we  get  a 
hearing  as  a result  of  the  habeas  corpus  petition.  We  do  not  know 
when  the  hearing  will  happen,  but  it  will  be  in  Topeka,  Kansas.] 

**Duly 

Share  the  strategies  formed  at  the  conference  with  your  network, 
friends  family,  etc.  Begin  planning  concrete  ways  to  carry  out  these 


ideas.  If  you  are  not  registered  as  a contact  person,  LPSG,  or 
Solidarity  Organization  with  the  LPDC  please  do  so.  If  you  have  not 
yet  gotten  the  new  LPDC  Organizing  Hand  Book,  we  think  it  will  be 
helpful  to  have  one  --  suggested  donation  is  &5.00. 

If  you  are  attending  any  kind  of  demonstration  which  relates  to 
prison  issues,  political  prisoners,  police  brutality,  environmental 
issues.  Indigenous  Peoples  issues,  etc.  try  to  make  your  presence 
as  a Peltier  supporter  known.  Let  other  Peltier  supporters  know  you 
are  attending  and  plan  a meeting  point  in  order  to  make  Leonard's 
case  visible. 

For  example  this  Duly  3rd  and  4th  there  will  be  a big  demonstration 
and  civil  disobedience  in  Philadelphia  organized  by  MOVE  and 
International  Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal. 

Bill  and  Hillary  Clinton,  A1  Gore,  Danet  Reno,  etc.  will  be  in 
Philadelphia  Furthermore,  Clinton  has  invited  a former  political 
prisoner  from  China  and  therefore  it  is  important  we  make  a strong 
impression  that  there  are  political  prisoners  in  the  U.S.  like  Mumia 
(death  row  political  prisoner)  and  Leonard.  Peltier  supporters 
attending  this  demonstration  can  meet  at  the  LPSG  Philadelphia 
Peltier  table. 

**Sunday,  September  12,  1999,  - Leonard's  55  Birthday 

September  12  is  Leonard  Peltier's  55  birthday.  The  LPDC  is  proposing 
that  we  focus  this  day  on  public  outreach  and  fund  raising.  Emphasize 
to  people  that  Leonard  has  spent  almost  half  his  life  in  prison  for  a 
crime  he  did  not  commit.  His  health  is  deteriorating  and  his  grandchildren 
are  now  in  their  teens  and  growing  up  fast.  It  is  important  that  people 
understand  how  urgent  his  situation  is.  Organize  video  showings, 
lectures,  book  readings,  benefit  concerts  with  speakers,  distribute 
flyers  and  set  up  information  tables  in  busy  areas.  Encourage  your 
local  radio  stations  and  cable  access  stations  to  focus  the  day  on 
Peltier.  The  next  day,  try  to  do  outreach  in  high  schools,  campuses, 
shopping  malls  etc,  in  order  to  spread  the  information  on  Peltier's  case 
and  to  gather  support  from  students.  Through  out  this  day  and  week 
emphasize  the  Fall  actions  planned  for  D.C.  Funds  are  desperately 
needed  to  make  the  Fall  campaigning  a success.  We  are  also  in  need 
of  funds  for  habeas  corpus  petition  recently  filed. 

**October  12,  1999  - International  Day  in  Solidarity  with 
Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Americas. 

On  this  symbolic  date  many  events  are  organized  for  the  struggle 
of  Indigenous  Peoples.  If  there  is  something  being  organized  for  it  in 
your  community  make  sure  Leonard's  case  is  part  of  the  agenda.  If 
there  is  nothing  being  set  up,  we  encourage  you  to  organize  something 
for  Leonard  and  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Americas  on  this  day. 

**November  1999  (National  Native  American  Month)  - Washington 
D.C.  Event  (Lobby  White  House  and  US  Congress)  - two  weeks 
to  30  days  (dates  not  set  yet). 

Dennifer  Harbury  will  be  focusing  her  efforts  on  lobbying  the 
Congress  to  support  clemency  and/or  parole  and  subsequently  for 
Congressional  Hearings  for  Leonard  this  Fall.  By  late  October  she 
will  have  established  a lot  of  support  in  Congress.  Because  Clemencies 
are  traditionally  granted  in  December  and  this  is  the  last  December 
Clinton  will  be  in  office,  it  is  important  that  we  hold  public  events  in 
late  October  and  November  in  Washington  D.C.  that  will  have  a large 
impact  on  the  media.  Congress  and  the  Clinton  administration. 

To  really  have  an  impact  on  Congress  and  the  White  House,  we  will 
need  to  have  a visible  presence  for  at  least  two  weeks.  Therefore  we 
are  proposing  that  there  be  a two  to  four  week  visible  show  of  support 
in  front  of  the  White  House  possibly  beginning  the  last  week  of  October 
and  continuing  into  November  which  has  also  been  declared  National 
Native  American  Month  by  Clinton.  It  is  important  that  this  be  culturally 
relevant,  visible,  and  have  a strong  impact.  This  will  begin  with  a 
delegation  of  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winners  lead  by  Rigoberta  Menchu, 
world  known  Mayan  activist  from  Guatemala  and  current  UNESCO  good 
will  ambassador  for  the  International  Decade  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples.  Dean  Day,  Oglala  Survivor,  has  also  proposed  that  the  Indigenous 


Women  Network,  with  Rigoberta  Menchu,  try  to  meet  with  Hillary  Clinton 
in  this  same  time  period.  We  also  want  to  solicit  help  from  well  known 
celebrities,  tribal  representatives,  NGOs,  and  Indigenous  peoples 
delegations  world  wide.  Your  suggestions  and  contacts  are  needed. 

The  weeks  that  follow  we  are  proposing  that  there  be  visible  cultural 
events,  prayers,  and  speakers  in  front  of  the  White  House  as  well  as 
vigils  at  night.  In  order  for  this  to  be  as  visually  attention  drawing 
as  possible,  Leonard  has  proposed  that  there  be  a display  of  tipis 
near  the  White  House  during  this  time.  We  were  also  considering  a 
big  one  day  Pow  Wow  in  hopes  to  attract  a lot  of  the  Native  and 
non-Native  communities  to  gather  in  front  of  the  white  house. 

To  begin  organizing  this  we  first  need  to  build  a Native  advisory 
committee  to  help  with  the  cultural  and  spiritual  aspects  of  the  event. 

We  need  Human  Rights  Organizations  to  co-sponsor  and  endorse 
the  event.  We  also  need  to  build  logistical  committees  who  will  help 
with  logistics  in  DC  and  transportation  and  outreach  nationally.  We 
definitely  need  grant  writers  and  fund  raisers.  Please  give  us  your 
feed  back  as  to  how  and  if  this  can  be  successful  as  well  as  what 
you  can  do  to  help.  Time  is  short! 

♦♦December  10th,  1999  - International  Day  of  Human  Rights 

On  December  10  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  was  signed. 

On  this  day  we  should  remind  all  relevant  governmental  agencies  that 
the  U.S.  signed  this  Declaration,  and  the  continued  incarceration  and 
refusal  of  appropriate  medical  care  to  Leonard  Peltier  violates  it.  Flood 
your  Congressional  Representatives,  Senators,  and  the  White  House 
with  phone  calls  and  faxes.  During  the  weeks  prior  to  this  date  you 
can  collect  letters  and  petitions  of  support  to  fax  or  drop  off  at  their 
offices.  Arrange  phone  trees  so  that  governmental  representatives  will 
receive  as  many  calls  as  possible  on  this  day.  If  you  are  not  in  the  U.S. 
focus  your  efforts  on  the  White  House  and  the  U.S.  embassy  in  your 
country.  This  will  be  conducted  and  coordinated  internationally.  This  is 
an  especially  important  date  because  Clemencies  are  granted  in  December 
and  this  is  the  LAST  time  Clinton  will  be  in  office  during  Christmas.  Ask 
your  Congressional  reps  and  senators  to  support  the  clemency  petition. 

**Danuary 

Begin  letter  writing  campaign  to  the  parole  commission  in  support 
of  parole  for  Leonard  Peltier.  We  will  put  a sample  letter  out  to  use 
when  the  time  comes  near.  Leonard's  last  Interim  Parole  Review 
Hearing  was  in  May,  therefore  the  next  one  will  also  likely  be  in 
May  2000. 

♦♦February  6th,  2000  - International  Tribunal  on  the  case 
of  Leonard  Peltier  UC  Berkley 

We  want  to  organize  a tribunal,  possibly  at  UC  Berkley.  Witnesses 
would  include  victims  of  the  reign  of  terror  on  Pine  Ridge,  people  who 

have  been  intimidated  by  the  FBI  as  a result  of  their  efforts  for  Peltier, 

lawyers  and  specialists  on  the  FBI's  COINTELPRO,  etc.  Because  we 
are  in  Kansas,  it  would  be  hard  for  the  LPDC  to  take  full  responsibility 
for  the  organizing.  LPDC  International  Spokesperson,  Bobby  Castillo, 
who  organized  the  1992  USA  On  Trial  is  ready  to  begin  coordinating  this 
but  needs  a good  team  to  work  with.  He  will  be  needing  to  travel  to  the 

U.N.  during  this  time  and  will  need  reliable  people  to  carry  on  the  work 

when  he  is  gone.  We  realize  this  may  not  be  enough  time  to  organize 
this  well  and  we  may  need  to  postpone  it  to  October  12,  2000  in  which 
case  hopefully  Leonard  will  be  a witness.  If  we  do  not  have  the  tribunal 
next  February  6th,  the  North  West  Peltier  Support  Network  has  an  annual 
demonstration  at  the  U.S. /Canadian  border  and  maybe  this  would  be  a 
good  time  for  us  to  do  demonstrations  along  the  border  as  well.  Towns 
that  are  far  from  the  border  could  focus  on  Canadian  Embassy  or 
Consulates  in  protest  of  the  illegal  extradition  which  set  forth  the 
tactics  used  to  railroad  Leonard. 

**Dune  21st  to  26th,  2000 

Dune  21st  is  the  International  Prayer  Day.  Each  year,  Arvol  Looking 
Horse,  along  with  other  Native  traditional  peoples  gather  in  order  to 
do  ceremonies  for  peace.  This  year,  it  will  be  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  Incident  at  Oglala.  Therefore  we  are  suggesting  to  start  a six  day 


prayer,  fast,  vigil,  etc,  in  front  of  the  White  House  and  FBI  Buildings. 

**Dune  26th,  2000-  International  Day  in  Solidarity  with  Leonard 
Peltier  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Incident  at  Oglala 

It  is  difficult  to  predict  what  will  be  happening  with  Leonard's 
case  at  this  time.  Some  people  from  South  Dakota  would  like  to  have  a 
commemoration  at  Oglala,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Others 
have  suggested  to  organize  a new  demonstration  in  front  of  the 
White  House.  Let  us  know  what  you  come  up  with. 

**Duly  4th,  2000  - Possible  Civil  Disobedience 

**August  14th,  2000  - Demonstration  at  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  (Los  Angeles) 

Emergency  Network: 

We  need  to  establish  an  emergency  network  in  order  to  be  able  to 
effectively  and  quickly  respond  to  a medical  emergency  and  to  mobilize 
people  to  Kansas  if  we  get  a hearing  as  a result  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
petition.  We  need  to  find  people  who  have  transportation  and  will  be 
able  to  come  to  Kansas  and  we  need  to  establish  phone  trees  if 
Leonard  is  transferred  and  possibly  in  danger. 

International  LPDC  Lobby  Work: 

At  an  international  level  the  LPDC  will  continue  its  work  to  present 
the  Peltier's  case  to  the  World  community  and  to  have  investigations 
on  the  wrong  doings  of  the  United  States  by  the  United  Nations'  Bodies, 
foreign  governments  officials  and  recognized  Human  Rights 
Non-Governmental  Organizations  (NGOs). 

**Duly  1999 

U.N.  - Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples 
(Duly  26  to  30)  - Geneva 

The  International  Spokesperson  of  the  LPDC  will  address  Leonard's 
current  situation  and  make  contact  with  indigenous  delegations  and 
Human  Rights  NGOs  to  support  the  November  action  in  Washington 
D.C. 

**August  1999  U.N.  - Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination 
and  Protection  of  Minorities  (August  2 to  27)  - Geneva 

The  LPDC  will  be  asking  NGOs  with  consultative  status  with  the  UN 
to  address  Leonard's  case  (in  particular  the  denial  of  proper  medical 
treatment)  and  we  will  try  to  have  a resolution  adopted.  Last  year 
Leonard  was  officially  declared  a Human  Rights  Defender.  The  UN 
has  set  forth  a new  system  which  gives  special  attention  to  the 
protection  of  Human  Rights  of  those  declared  Human  Rights 
Defenders  and  we  will  try  implement  this  to  have  Leonard's  case 
investigated.  (United  Nations  - Declaration  on  the  Right  and 
Responsibility  of  Individuals,  Groups  and  Organs  of  the  Society  to 
Promote  and  Protect  Universally  Recognized  Human  Rights  and 
Fundamental  Freedom,  General  Assembly  resolution  53/144,  adopted 
December  10th,  1998). 

**August  1999 

Bobby  Castillo,  LPDC  International  Spokesperson  will  do  another 
tour  in  Europe  to  gather  new  support  and  continue  the  momentum 
with  supportive  organizations. 

**September  1999 

U.N.  - Working  Group  on  Arbitrary  Detention  (September  13  to  17)  - 
Geneva  Leonard  and  the  LPDC  must  send  a new  and  accurate 
communication  with  the  Working  Group  on  Arbitrary  Detention  asking 
them  to  investigate  the  case  (we  might  have  to  use  the  Petition  for 
Habeas  Corpus/Parole  Commission).  We  need  also  to  find  NGOs  with 
Consultative  Status  to  send  such  communications  to  the  Working 
Group  on  Arbitrary  Detention. 

**October  1999,  U.N.  - Working  Group  on  the  Draft  Declaration 
on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  (October  18  to  29)  - Geneva 

The  LPDC  will  make  further  contacts  with  indigenous  delegations 
and  Human  Rights  NGOs  to  support  and  endorse  the  November 
action  in  Washington  D.C. 

**October  1999,  European  Parliament:  The  LPDC  and  its  European 


Network  will  start  a new  lobby  campaign  at  the  European  Parliament. 

**March/April,  2000:  U.N.  - Commission  on  Human  Rights 
LPDC  has  to  continue  its  lobby  on  government  officials  and  NGOs  to 
push  for  the  appointment  of  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Torture  and 
the  Working  Group  on  Arbitrary  Detention  to  carry  out  a joint  visit  in 
the  USA  to  investigate  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  country  and 
to  investigate  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier,  a recognized  Human  Rights 
Defender,  as  well  as  the  cases  of  other  political  Prisoners  like  Ramsey 
Muniz  and  other  Xicano  movement  prisoners,  Oscar  Lopez  Rivera  and 
the  Puerto  Rican  Independence  prisoners,  Mumia  Abu  Damal  and  the 
Black  Liberation  prisoners  and  the  condition  of  detention  of  the  1.8 
million  prisoners  in  the  United  States,  especially  at  the  Marion  Control 
Unit,  Leavenworth  federal  Penitentiary,  Pelican  Bay  State  Prison, 
Florence  Institution,  among  others.  (NOTE:  If  you  are  on  the  board  or 
if  you  are  a member  of  an  NGO  with  consultative  status  with  the  United 
Nations  (category  ECOSOC  II),  please  try  to  have  your  organization  help 
us  and  get  involved  with  Leonard's  case.  We  also  need  the  assistance 
of  students,  professors  or  attorneys  specialized  in  International  Laws 
and  Politics  to  help  us  with  our  lobby  work.) 

DIFFERENT  DELEGATIONS  TO  VISIT  LEONARD 

The  LPDC  is  also  working  to  have  delegations  visit  Leonard  Peltier 
at  the  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary  such  as  the  recent  fact 
finding  mission  lead  by  Danielle  Mitterrand,  Former  First  Lady  of 
France  and  president  of  the  Human  Rights  NGO,  France  Libertes. 

Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn  announced  that  she  will  organize  a Nobel 
Peace  Prize  Delegation  next  October  or  November  to  visit  Leonard. 

Members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  of  the  Mexican  Parliament,  of 
the  Belgian  Parliament  and  of  the  European  Parliament  have  expressed 
their  wish  to  go  to  Leavenworth.  We  are  also  trying  to  have  several 
different  NGOs  working  in  Human  Rights  and  Prisoners'  issues  and 
on  cases  of  arbitrary  detention  to  investigate  the  case  and  meet 
directly  with  Leonard. 

LPDC  Int'l  Office  - P.0.  Box  583  - Lawrence,  KS  66044,  USA  - 

Telephone:  785-842-5774  email:  lpdc@idir.net 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Phone:  785-842-5774 


Subscribe  to  the  LPDC  mailing  list! 

To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee" 
email  list,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 

- — "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Duly  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Abdon,  Doseph  Ronald  Bible,  Dr.,  William  Arnold 

#247-527  #329-595 


PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 

Baker,  Nicholas  Corey 
CPO  900 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  10/17/63 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bartelson,  Christopher  Dohn 
#187-588 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/11/43 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Baird,  George  3. 

#307-195 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  4/18/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/16/71 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Baker,  Blanchard  M. 

#A146-891 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/30/48 
Ancestry:  Chipawa/Hopi 

Barnett,  Keith  Allen 

#R145-834 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/17/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Ballew,  lames 
82C0531 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  4/6/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


RE:  Dark  Night 


Date:  Mon,  03  May  1999  23:01:50  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : A long,  long,  long  story... Dark  Night 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  night  was  so  dark  it  ate  up  all  the  light.  The  police  unit  was 
headed  west  from  Window  Rock,  going  Code  3,  lights  and  siren  going.  It 
was  December,  no  snow,  but  cold.  It  was  early  evening  but  the  night  sky 
was  so  thick  with  blackness  it  ate  up  all  the  light.  The  lines  on 
Highway  264  were  barely  visible  coming  out  of  the  dark  and  then 
disappearing  under  the  white  Navajo  Police  Blazer  I was  driving. 

A call  had  come  in  that  a young  teenager  had  fallen  into  a stock  pond 
while  riding  a horse  with  his  brother.  South  of  the  Summit  in  the  Pine 
Trees.  The  boys  were  riding  across  a small  stock  pond  after  school  and 
the  horse  had  spooked,  rearing  up  and  throwing  the  boys  into  the  water. 
Neither  knew  how  to  swim  and  even  though  the  pond  was  small,  one  boy 
did  not  come  back  to  the  surface.  Anxious  moments  went  by,  the  brother 


then  node  back  to  the  house  and  the  family  drove  miles  to  the  main 
highway  through  the  pine  forest  which  took  them  to  Wood  Springs  Trading 
Post  . They  called  the  Navajo  Police  from  there.  The  dispatcher  relayed 
the  call  to  swing  shift. 

Summit  is  15  miles  west  of  Window  Rock  and  lies  halfway  to  Ganado.  The 
various  officers  assigned  to  outlying  areas  were  just  coming  on  to  work 
and  the  evening  shift  crew  of  three  officers  for  Window  Police  District 
had  just  come  on  at  4:00  PM.  It  was  now  near  5PM  and  all  the  available 
units  were  headed  to  the  Summit  area  to  search  for  the  boy.  He  was  14 
years  old  and  did  not  know  how  to  swim. 

The  night  had  come  early  to  this  part  of  the  reservation  and  I was  the 
shift  sergeant  for  swing  so  I was  headed  that  way  along  with  the 
officers  from  day  shift  who  were  hanging  around  the  briefing  room  and 
had  not  left  yet.  We  were  all  chasing  the  faded  white  lines  on  the 
highway  trying  to  push  the  dark  back  but  it  was  winning  in  all  it's 
blackness.  It  swallowed  the  police  units  so  that  you  could  barely  see 
the  Code  3 lights  ahead. 

We  found  the  turnoff  at  summit  and  met  an  old  74  Ford  green  pickup  with 
scared  faces.  They  took  us  on  a windy  dirt  road  into  the  trees,  pine 
trees  that  were  outlined  in  their  silhouettes  against  the  blackness. 

The  forest  was  thick  and  our  journey  was  slow.  We  passed  the  house 
where  the  boys  lived  and  the  lights  were  on,  kerosene  lamps.  The  door 
came  open  as  we  drove  by  and  shadows  could  be  seen  against  the  faint 
light  of  the  lamps. 

Sgts.  Wilfred  Tahy,  Wally  Begay  and  Officers  Ed  Cadman,  Lee  R.  Balone, 
Curtis  Williams,  Donald  Burbank,  D.Gailes,  G.  Descheenie  came  to  the 
scene.  The  pond  was  lit  with  the  lights  of  the  white  police  units  on 
the  scene.  Officers  were  in  their  long  sleeve  tan  uniforms,  with  the 
Navajo  Police  emblem  clearly  visible  on  their  dark  green  down  filled 
coats.  A line  was  formed  at  the  edge  of  the  pond.  Officers  with  years 
of  experience  like  Tahy,  Begay  and  Cadman  knew  the  drill,  we  would  walk 
through  the  pond  hand  in  hand  and  "feel"  our  way  through  the  water 
searching  for  the  lost  boy. 

It  was  understood  that  we  would  not  find  him  in  good  condition.  The 
family  was  not  present  at  the  pond  but  waited  at  the  house,  as  the 
family  was  not  at  the  scene,  but  preferred  to  wait  at  the  house. 

Death.  It  is  something  that  is  mysterious  and  dreadful,  Navajo  people 
don't  like  it  or  any  association  with  it.  Some  people  would  say  it  is 
because  of  superstition  about  the  old  Navajo  Way.  That  spirits  of  the 
dead  linger  and  follow  the  living  around  and  create  some  problems  for 
the  family.  Others  believed  the  family  just  did  not  want  to  be  around 
to  see  their  worst  fears  come  true,  in  any  case  they  were  not  there. 

We  went  in  and  crossed  the  pond  hand  to  hand.  The  water  was  freezing, 
a black  cold  spot  of  water  in  the  pine  trees.  My  teeth  were  chattering 
loudly  and  I was  looking  forward  to  getting  this  grisly  task  over.  I 
was  wet  and  cold;  my  hands  barely  felt  Lee  R.  Belone.  He  was  the 
jokester  with  Ed  Cadmanj  they  would  normally  relieve  the  tension.  The 
water  was  cold  and  the  night  too  dark,  and  so  went  about  our  business 
with  little  talking. 

Gailes  was  just  out  of  the  police  academy  with  Descheenie,  the  other 
female  officer.  Women  in  the  Navajo  Police  were  new  and  few  on  the 
force.  They  were  regarded  as  untested  in  the  field  and  their  worth  was 
yet  to  be  measured.  Even  male  rookie  officers  were  regarded  lightly 
until  a situation,  usually  life  threatening  like  a Man  with  a Gun  call 
or  hostage  situation  came  along  and  they  reacted  in  the  proper  way, 
sort  of  a baptism  by  fire.  When  you  have  handled  a few  of  these  and 
been  with  the  other  officers  where  they  place  their  lives  in  your  hands 
and  yours  in  theirs  you  develop  a relationship  that  exceeds  trust  and 
brotherhood,  you  are  one  in  the  same.  There  is  a respect  learned 
through  hard  and  difficult  times  and  these  officers  at  the  pond  this 
night  had  shared  many  occasions  where  they  traded  in  a commodity 
greater  than  money,  it  dealt  with  trust,  understanding  and  a respect 
for  one  another  that  was  unsaid  but  put  away  in  a bank  to  be  drawn  on 
when  the  chips  were  down. 

The  first  check  of  the  pond  revealed  nothing,  some  officers  had  diving 


suits  from  their  training  as  divers  and  they  came  into  the  water.  The 
search  was  long  and  tedious.  The  darkness  was  beginning  to  lighten  with 
a cloudy  sky,  it  looked  like  snow.  Many  trips  in  that  water  back  and 
forth  revealed  nothing.  There  was  some  question  as  to  whether  the  boy 
was  really  sure  about  what  happened.  It  would  not  be  the  first  time 
someone  had  cried  wolf,  and  it  wouldn't  be  the  last.  The  hour  was 
between  9 and  10  PM,  when  Williams  called  out  that  he  had  found 
something,  and  it  was  in  a moment  known  to  all  of  us  that  what  the  boy 
had  said  was  true. 

In  this  line  of  work,  you  learn  certain  things,  and  one  of  the  truths 
of  the  work  is  that  people  die  and  many  times  the  officers  deal  with 
this  aspect  of  police  work  from  time  to  time.  You  put  everything  out  of 
your  mind  and  you  go  about  your  business,  sometimes  joking  and  taking 
everything  lightly,  because  the  reality  is  too  harsh.  It  is  so  with  all 
police  officers.  This  night  was  just  the  same. 

When  a person  drowns  usually  the  mucous  membranes  will  cause  the  nose 
and  mouth  to  be  filled  with  "snot".  It  is  usually  pretty  easy  to  see 
when  a body  comes  out  of  the  water  and  so  you  look  and  know  the  person 
is  gone.  You  have  to  tell  the  family  and  that  is  the  next  step.  The 
shift  was  going  to  end  at  11PM  and  so  everybody  was  now  moving  to  clear 
the  scene  and  placed  the  body  in  the  black  heavy  vinyl  "body  bag" 
brought  out  for  such  occasions.  The  boy  was  placed  in  the  bag  and  it 
was  zipped  up  and  placed  in  one  of  the  new  police  Chevy  suburbans.  A 
prisoner  cage  had  not  been  put  in  yet,  so  the  back  was  empty  and  had 
room  for  such  a thing.  Officers  Gail  and  Descheenie  were  told  to  take 
the  body  back  to  the  morgue  at  Window  Rock  PD. 

In  the  time  it  takes  to  change  clothes,  an  extra  pair  veteran  officers 
learned  to  carry,  because  after  all  this  was  the  Navajo  Reservation  and 
you  never  knew  where  you  could  end  up.  One  time  we  had  been  working  and 
then  next  thing  we  knew  we  were  in  Page  for  the  strike  at  the  power 
plant  near  there.  Ed  Cadman  was  the  only  one  prepared  as  he  even  had  a 
box  of  K-Rations  from  the  Mud  Lift  a few  months  before,  we  were  gone 
two  weeks  from  home  that  time.  Anyway,  we  were  all  out  of  there  in  a 
flash  trying  to  get  back  to  the  station. 

The  snow  began  to  fall  as  we  left.  Luck  would  have  it  the  female 
officers  were  the  last  to  leave,  no  one  wanted  to  wait  for  her,  so 
everybody  took  off.  She  was  told  to  follow  the  Code  3 lights  on  the 
last  vehicle.  We  left  and  everyone  headed  home  to  Ganado  or  to  Window 
Rock.  By  the  time  we  got  to  the  road,  the  snow  was  beginning  pile  up 
and  we  moved  to  try  to  get  back  as  quick  as  we  could.  It  was  more  or 
less  a race  to  get  back.  It  was  one  of  the  good  times  we  shared  trying 
to  relieve  the  tension.  No  one  waited  for  Officers  Gail  and  Descheenie; 
they  were  left  behind  to  catch  up. 

Everyone  got  back  to  the  station  and  made  out  their  police  reports  as 
quickly  as  possible.  These  were  primary  reports,  meaning  you  did  them 
quick  and  dirty,  the  supplemental  could  wait,  that  is  where  you  really 
wrote  about  what  happened.  As  officers  usually  do  they  congregate  and 
talk  about  anything  to  relieve  the  tension  and  cold.  It  was  going  to  be 
long  drive  home,  so  everyone  was  having  a cup  of  coffee.  I took  the  key 
for  the  morgue  from  the  dispatcher  and  the  small  building  that  sits 
behind  the  police  station  was  opened  up.  It  is  building  with  four  large 
body  sized  ref rigerators , each  had  a sliding  tray  to  place  the  remains 
on,  until  morning  when  the  funeral  homes  came  to  pick  up  the  bodies  or 
when  family  came  in  to  identify  the  person  for  sure. 

In  this  case  the  boy  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Fort  Defiance  Indian 
Hospital  and  a doctor  had  to  certify  DOA  and  then  he  would  be  brought 
to  the  morgue  for  safekeeping.  The  doors  were  locked  and  that  was  to 
protect  the  bodies.  There  had  been  stories  dealing  with  witchcraft 
practitioners  coming  into  the  morgue  and  removing  small  pieces  of  the 
body  to  be  used  for  Navajo  witchcraft  purposes,  but  I had  never 
encountered  such  a situation  during  my  time  there.  It  was  a story  of 
the  night  and  that  was  good  enough  for  me,  when  you  go  in  there  you 
tend  to  look  over  your  shoulder.  Some  officers  carried  pieces  of  dark 
burnt  charcoal  to  mark  themselves  with  ash;  it  is  in  the  proper  way  of 
doing  things  it  is  said. 


In  one  instance  a Navajo  Police  Officer  went  home  after  a bad  car 
accident,  and  his  wife  would  not  let  him  in  the  house  with  blood  on  his 
uniform.  She  made  him  burn  his  uniform  and  take  a sweat  before  coming 
in  the  house  and  then  only  after  she  left  with  the  kids  for  four  days. 

I remember  he  was  reprimanded  for  the  loss  of  the  uniform  and  had  to 
pay  to  buy  another  one,  so  it  was  told  to  me.  I am  not  sure  what  really 
happened  there. 

We  waited  until  12  midnight  and  then  on  toward  1AM  and  Officers  Gail 
and  Todacheenie  had  not  gotten  back.  There  are  a number  of  reasons  this 
could  happen;  one  of  the  most  common  is  that  someone  forgot  to  check 
the  gas.  Another  is  that  they  may  have  gotten  stuck  along  the  way,  they 
were  after  all  rookies.  We  went  looking  for  them  driving  back  toward 
summit,  one  officer  checked  at  the  hospital  and  the  way  there  and  found 
nothing.  It  was  near  Summit,  the  snow  had  made  everything  white  and  it 
was  still  snowing  and  there  in  the  ditch  beside  the  road  was  the  new 
police  suburban.  It  was  covered  with  snow  and  the  passenger  door  was 
open.  Officer  Williams  checked  it  out,  we  all  did  and  it  was  empty. 

There  was  no  Officer  Gail,  no  Officer  Todacheenie  and  no  body  bag 
containing  the  young  boy  pulled  out  of  the  water  a few  hours  before.  We 
checked  the  area  and  found  nothing.  We  split  up  and  some  went  back 
toward  the  Summit  and  some  back  to  Window  Rock.  It  got  near  3 AM  and  no 
one  could  find  anything. 

The  family  would  be  in  the  morning  to  ID  the  boy  and  then  make 
arrangements  for  his  funeral.  It  is  not  usual  that  officers  and  a body 
disappear.  Everyone  who  was  in  the  area  was  called  in  and  so  we  started 
searching  for  them.  It  was  getting  on  toward  morning  about  6AM  when 
Officer  Gail  was  found  at  home.  The  dispatcher  reported  she  had  quit, 
and  was  turning  in  her  uniform.  Officer  Descheenie  could  not  be  found. 

We  all  parked  wherever  we  were  and  listened  to  the  radio.  The  wait  was 
long  and  you  could  hear  the  crackle  of  the  dispatcher.  She  came  back  on 
and  said  Officer  Gail  would  not  talk  to  anyone.  The  lieutenant  was 
already  driving  to  where  she  was.  This  was  not  the  usual  night  of 
activities  for  us,  we  were  tired  but  everyone  was  wide-awake. 

The  Lieutenant  called  me  and  advised  me  to  head  toward  the  Summit  and 
advise  the  family  of  the  boy  that  they  should  wait  to  come  to  the 
station.  I did  not  look  forward  to  telling  them  that  somehow  the  Navajo 
Police  Department  and  all  the  officers  who  had  been  near  their  house 
last  night  had  lost  him  somewhere.  I pulled  off  the  road  and  started  to 
make  my  way  down  the  windy  road.  I had  to  go  into  four-wheel  drive  and 
plodded  along.  The  LT  called  me  and  told  me  that  the  rookies  had  been 
spooked . 

Often  times  when  you  transport  a body,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  it  to 
make  noises,  letting  out  air  that  escapes  from  somewhere  and  at  times  a 
body  will  move,  twitch  or  do  something  that  will  make  it  move  around, 
in  some  cases  it  will  sit  up.  This  is  what  happened  to  the  two  rookies, 
the  boy  had  made  some  noises  and  the  two  officers  ditched  the  vehicle 
in  the  nearest  spot,  the  ditch  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  took  off. 

They  caught  a ride  home  and  decided  there  and  then  to  leave  law 
enforcement.  They  did  not  want  anything  to  do  with  it  anymore  that  was 
that . 

The  question  of  what  happened  to  the  boy  was  next,  there  was  no  answer, 
and  a thought  about  Navajo  witches  needing  body  parts  came  to  mind.  I 
looked  around  the  area  and  I could  feel  the  presence  of  other  beings 
watching  me.  I was  alone  and  the  thought  of  supernaturals  in  my  area 
made  me  drive  slowly  and  carefully  to  the  house  of  the  family. 

They  were  already  up  as  I could  see  smoke  from  their  chimney.  I parked 
and  got  out  of  the  unit  and  went  to  their  door.  I had  promised  myself 
to  be  as  direct  as  possible  and  to  try  to  make  the  best  of  strange 
situation.  I did  not  expect  them  to  be  in  a good  mood,  after  all  they 
were  in  a period  of  mourning  and  shock.  I figured  the  boy's  mother 
probably  had  not  slept  and  was  waiting  for  morning  to  have  the  rest  of 
the  family  get  up  and  head  to  Window  Rock  and  do  the  business  that  is 
required  when  such  a thing  happens  to  a family. 

I knocked  on  the  old  wooden  door  and  it  opened  slowly.  The  mother  was 
up  and  she  as  many  Navajo  people  do,  offered  me  a cup  of  coffee.  Many 


times  I had  delivered  messages  that  a loved  one  had  died  or  was  in  a 
serious  accident.  In  almost  all  cases  an  offer  to  eat  or  a cup  of 
coffee  is  made  to  the  officer,  the  bearer  of  bad  news.  It  always 
surprised  me,  I thought  how  would  I act  in  such  a case.  This  woman  did 
the  same,  I stepped  into  the  small  home  and  she  motioned  me  to  go  into 
the  area  where  they  eat.  I did  not  see  any  emotion  on  her  face;  she 
looked  tired  and  maybe  she  was  just  a tough  woman.  She  had  my  respect 
for  that.  I walked  into  the  kitchen  area  and  there  was  a table  with 
three  mismatched  chairs.  She  came  in  behind  me  and  there  at  the  table 
was  the  boy  sitting  up  and  drinking  coffee.  He  was  there. . .alive.  I 
almost  dropped  dead  in  my  tracks.  I looked  at  him  and  he  just  looked  at 
me.  Navajo  people  are  not  emotional  around  strangers  and  are  usually 
quiet  until  they  got  to  know  you;  it  was  the  same  with  this  boy.  His 

mother  announced  he  had  come  home  on  his  own  a few  hours  before. 

I sat  down  and  listened  to  what  he  said.  He  said  he  had  been  thrown 
from  the  horse  into  the  water  and  remembered  it  was  ice  cold.  The  next 

thing  he  knew  he  was  being  bumped  around  and  was  inside  a big  pouch 

with  a zipper.  He  unzipped  the  bag  and  sat  up.  The  two  officers  did  not 
wait  for  him  to  say  anything  but  took  off  into  the  trees.  He  said  he 
then  finished  unzipping  himself  and  crawled  out  of  the  bag.  He  used  it 
as  a coat  to  keep  from  the  cold  and  then  started  to  walk  home,  when  he 
caught  a ride  that  brought  him  all  the  way  home.  I'll  never  forget  that 
night,  I remember  him  coming  out  of  the  water  and  he  did  not  look  good. 
A doctor  later  examined  him  and  said  that  when  the  boy  had  fallen  into 
the  water,  his  body  reacted  by  going  into  a catatonic  state,  filling 
his  nasal  passages  with  mucous  and  conserving  the  available  oxygen  to 
keep  him  alive  by  shutting  down.  When  he  was  brought  out  of  the  water 
and  put  in  the  warm  police  unit  with  a warm  body  bag  his  body  warmed  up 
and  he  woke  up.  I took  the  boy  with  this  mother  to  the  hospital  and 
then  back  home  --  as  I think  back  it  sounds  really  hard  to  believe  this 
really  happened  one  Dark  night  years  ago,  that  is  one  you  will  have  to 
judge  for  yourself  so  it  goes  with  Dark  Nights,  cold  ponds  and  young 
boys  - 
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SMILES. 

How  many  smiles  there  would  be 
If  people  simply  thought 
Their  look  is  fairer  when  they  smile 
Than  when  they're  smiling  not. 

How  many  smiles  there  could  be 
If  folks  would  only  say: 

"Good  morning,  neighbor,  let  me  give 
A helping  hand  today." 


How  many  smiles  there  will  be 
My  friend,  when  you  and  I 
Have  learned  to  practice  what  we  with 
These  other  folks  would  try. 

-HOHN  T.  TROWBRIDGE  in  Christian  Register. 


SWEEPING. 


"What  is  the  matter  with  the  little  boys  who  keep  the  front  of  the 
small  boys'  quarters  so  clean?" 

"They  are  all  right." 

This  is  bordering  on  baseball  language,  but  baseball  language  always 
has  a point  to  it,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  wants  to  make  a point 
of  the  little  sweepers  who  do  so  well,  and  he  wants  to  give  them  a word 
of  encouragement. 

Sweeping  tells  the  character  of  a boy  or  girl  almost  more  than 
anything  he  or  she  can  do. 

How  so? 

Why,  if  a sweeper  does  not  see  all  the  dirt  and  dust,  if  he  misses  the 
corners  and  hard  places,  he  would  be  called  a careless  worker,  wouldn't 
he? 

And  if  a man  wished  to  hire  a promising  boy  to  work  in  his  office,  one 
of  his  principal  duties,  no  doubt,  would  be  to  sweep  the  office  and  to 
keep  it  in  order  for  him. 

He  would  want  a boy  that  would  see  all  the  corners  and  hard  places  to 
sweep,  and  a boy  who  would  sweep  without  making  much  dust.  And  he  would 
want  him  to  see  when  the  office  was  out  of  order  without  being  told. 

But  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  character. 

Yes  it  has.  If  a boy  is  careless  in  his  sweeping,  of  course  that 
would  indicate  that  he  would  be  careless  with  more  important  work. 

A business  man  who  has  made  himself  great  through  his  well-doing,  has 
no  time  to  train  a careless  boy,  and  he  would  rather  discharge  him  and 
get  one  who  is  not  careless. 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  newspapers  of  late  about  Andrew  Carnegie. 

"Who  is  Andrew  Carnegie?"  some  one  may  ask. 

He  is  one  of  the  richest  men  in  this  country.  He  is  called  "Monarch 
of  Metal  Workers,"  and  one  of  his  greatest  business  plants  is  in  the 
western  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  said  that  Andrew  Carnegie  began  life  as  an  office  boy,  and  he 
used  to  have  to  sweep,  the  same  as  sone  of  the  office  boys  and  quarters' 
boys  in  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  have  to  sweep. 

And  now  let  us  hear  what  such  a great  man  has  to  say  about  boys 
beginning  at  the  bottom.  He  said  to  a reporter  recently: 

"For  young  men  starting  upon  their  life  work,  it  is  much  the  best  to 
begin  as  I did,  at  the  beginning,  and  occupy  the  most  subordinate 
positions . 

Many  of  the  present  day  leading  men  of  Pittsburg,  who  rose  with  me, 
had  a serious  responsibility  thrust  upon  them  at  the  very  threshold  of 
their  careers. 

They  were  introduced  to  the  BROOM,  and  spent  the  first  hours  of  their 
business  life  sweeping  out  the  office. 

I notice  we  have  janitors  and  janitresses  now  in  offices,  and  our 
yuong  men,  unfortunately  miss  that  salutary  branch  of  early  education. 
Still  I would  say  to  the  boy  who  has  the  genius  of  the  future  partner  in 
him,  that  if  by  chance  the  professional  sweeper  is  absent  any  morning, 
do  not  hesitate  to  try  your  hand  at  the  broom. 

It  does  not  hurt  the  newest  comer  to  sweep  out  the  office  if 
necessary. 

Many's  the  time  I did  it.  And  who  do  you  suppose  were  my 
fellow- sweepers? 

David  McBargo,  afterwards  Superintendent  of  the  Allegheny  Valley 
Railroad;  Robert  Pitcairn,  afterward  Superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  and  Mr.  Moreland,  subesquently  City  Attorney  of  Pittsburg. 

We  all  took  turns,  two  each  morning  doing  the  sweeping. 
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Arthur  Degray  and  Uriah  Goodcane  were  arrested  in  Altoona  and  brought 
back  to  the  school.  They  had  run  away  from  excellent  homes  in  Bucks 
county.  They  gave  no  sensible  reason  for  doing  so  that  boys  who  have 
lived  at  the  same  excellent  homes  could  substantiate.  One  said  he  did 
not  get  enough  to  eat,  while  it  was  proven  by  a number  of  boys  that  the 
food  was  bountiful.  One  said  he  did  not  get  enough  pay.  The  facts 
brought  to  light  are  these:  Money  had  been  sent  to  them  from  their 
homes.  They  had  about  fifty  dollars  between  them,  which  made  them 
restless.  Parents  often  times  work  a great  injury  to  their  children  by 
sending  them  money.  Money  unearned  unsettle  them  and  makes  them 
worthless.  These  boys  spent  the  fifty  dollars  in  almost  no  time,  and 
according  to  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial  composed  of  Indian  boys, 
if  approved  by  the  Major,  they  will  have  to  pay  the  cost  of  arrest  and 
all  connected  with  the  disgraceful  affair  - some  $30  more,  which  will  be 
taken  from  their  earnings  due  them.  In  addition  to  that  they  have 
deprived  themselves  of  many  summer  privileges  without  pay.  lames  Fisher 
and  loseph  LaFrambois,  who  left  their  places  without  notifying  the 
school  authorities,  are  possibly  in  the  same  boat.  Too  bad!  When  by  a 
little  pluck  and  perseverance  they  all  could  have  mastered  their  own 
small  difficulties  and  come  out  MEN,  respected  by  all  their  friends. 


The  following  items  clipped  from  Wednesday's  Philadelphia  Press  fit  in 
well  with  "Ye  Indian  Boys  on  Farms  Take  Courage,"  page  4. 

Governor  lames  A.  Mount,  of  Indiana,  began  life  as  a farm  hand  and  has 
always  loved  farming.  He  now  owns  a farm  of  500  acres,  where  his 
country  seat  is  located. 

Senator  W.A.  Clark  said  in  an  interview  last  week  that  he  owed  his 
success  in  life  entirely  to  his  early  experiences  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Pennsylvania. 

"I  learned  that  hard  work,"  he  said,  "was  necessary  if  a man  wanted  to 
live.  The  trouble  with  most  people  is  that  they  do  not  realize  this." 

Our  hospital  people  look  very  happy  in  their  freedom  from  quarantine, 
and  liberty  to  go  and  come  as  they  please.  The  general  health  of  our 
school  is  most  excellent,  and  we  are  again  entirely  free  from  anything 
like  contagious  disease.  Dr.  Diven  and  Miss  Barr  have  had  quite  a 
tedious  siege  with  measles  and  varioloid,  and  while  the  school  as  a 
school  was  under  quarantine  but  for  a short  time,  the  hospital  has  been 
quarantined  until  now,  when  it  is  undergoing  a thorough  cleaning  from 
roof  to  cellar,  fumigating,  calsomining  and  painting  inside  and  out,  and 
made  habitable. 

Our  boys  play  the  Country  Club  of  Harrisburg  tomorrow  at  baseball,  and 
the  game  is  expected  to  be  a most  interesting  one.  The  Country  club  of 


Harrisburg,  whose  beautiful  clubhouse  and  grounds  and  golf-links  are 
located  on  the  Susquehanna,  about  five  miles  above  the  city,  is  the 
largest  and  most  important  social  organization  at  the  State  Capital.  We 
would  not  exactly  like  to  beat  them  after  the  great  honor  of  being 
invited  to  play  them,  and  yet,  well,  we  would  not  seriously  object, 
either. 

Lavinia  Adams,  who  is  at  Keene  Valley,  New  York  as  a Hampton  student, 
is  enjoying  the  mountain  breezes,  she  says,  and  has  had  the  pleasure  of 
climbing  Mt.  Hopkins,  recently.  From  there  they  could  see  Mt.  Marcy 
which  is  still  covered  with  snow.  With  all  her  pleasure  she  wants  the 
HELPER,  to  add  variety,  and  to  keep  herself  posted  regarding  the  doings 
of  old  friends. 

Elmer  Simon,  class  '96,  is  about  to  graduate  from  the  State  Normal 
School,  at  Indiana,  Pa.  He  has  the  Salutatory  address,  and  is  to  sing  a 
solo  at  the  Commencement  Exercises.  Mr.  Simin  has  the  hearty 
congratulations  of  a host  of  friends  at  the  school  here  for  his  success 
in  getting  through,  and  standing  so  well  in  his  class. 

Programs  and  invitations  to  the  Genoa,  Nebraska,  Indian  Industrial 
School  Commencement  Exercises  for  Wednesday,  Dune  21st,  have  been 
recieved  - compliments  of  The  Indian  News.  The  reading  of  the  numbers 
makes  us  wish  to  be  there,  and  we  trust  the  occasion  will  be  most 
successful . 

Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Richenda  wrote  on  train  west  of  Chicago,  that  they 
had  a delightful  visit  with  Mrs.  Twyman,  and  were  enjoying  the  trip, 
with  the  exception  of  a small  annoyance  at  not  having  their  hand 
baggage.  A man  in  Chicago  with  whom  it  was  intrusted  failed  to  reach 
the  station  in  time. 

Timothy  Henry,  class  '96,  who  has  been  teaching  for  some  time  near  his 
home  in  New  York  State,  married  since  he  left  Carlisle,  and  now  writes 
that  a little  daughter  has  come  to  live  with  them.  He  is  still  teaching 
and  doing  well. 

Our  girls  who  go  out  from  the  school  to  fight  life's  battle  are  more 
in  danger  from  the  unprincipled,  smooth-tongued,  pretend-to-be  fatherly 
and  interested  white  man,  than  they  are  from  the  veriest  Indian  that 
lives  upon  the  plains. 

We  hear  that  Ben  Hardison  is  on  his  own  farm  and  living  in  his  own 
house  near  Grand  Dunction,  Colorado.  Maybe  he  is  getting  ready  for  a 
wife.  Who  knows? 


(P  3) 

No  swimming  parties  yet. 

Who  is  not  in  love  with  the  weather? 

Trolley  rides  to  cool  off,  are  the  fashion. 

The  lawn-mower  is  on  dress  parade  hourly,  these  days. 

Major  Pratt  is  in  Washington  for  a day  on  business. 

Rare  days  in  Dune?  We  have  had  them  to  perfection  this  week. 

Mrs.  Thompson  has  been  to  New  York,  returning  Tuesday  evening. 

Director  Wheelock  went  to  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  on  a musical 
errand . 

Not  much  call  for  fans,  this  week,  so  cool  and  delightful  has  been  the 
weather. 

Whether  it  is  raining  or  whether  it  is  hot,  we  have  to  weather  it, 
whether  or  not. 

The  puppies  at  the  near  farm  have  already  grown  large  enough  to  be 
called  dogs. 

Mr.  Harry  Cummings,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  a guest  of  Mrs.  Standing 
on  Sunday. 

The  athletic  field  is  being  leveled  in  the  center  where  it  had  sunken 
a little  after  sodding. 

"Hide  and  seek"  on  a cool  moonlight  night  in  Dune  is  what  makes  age 
grow  youthful  and  staid  people  giddy. 

Some  of  us  who  are  pround  of  our  ancestors  would  do  well  to  ask 
ourselves  if  our  ancestors  would  be  proud  of  us. 

The  Ideal  Novelty  Company,  which  is  playing  at  the  Cave  Hill  Pavilion 
this  week  went  the  rounds  of  the  school  yesterday. 


About  sixty  from  the  school  rode  to  Boiling  Springs  on  trolley, 

Tuesday  evening  for  a cool-off  ride,  and  enjoyed  the  breeze  greatly. 

Miss  Edna  Bruce  of  Chambersburg  stopped  off  between  trains  on  her  way 
to  Reading,  Wednesday,  and  was  a guest  of  Miss  Senseney. 

The  shop  court  is  looking  well  again  in  its  summer  dress  of  flowerbeds 
and  neatly  cut  grass.  The  three  young  trees  are  coming  on  finely. 

Miss  Barclay  has  been  quite  ill  for  a time  at  her  home  on  North 
Hanover  Street,  but  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  her  almost 
recovered . 

Mable  Navadokieh  came  in  from  her  country  home  for  a little  visit  and 
has  returned.  She  is  improved  so  much  in  every  way,  that  we  scarcely 
knew  her. 

Mrs.  Standing  spent  a day  with  Mr.  Standing  and  lack  at  Pine  Grove. 
They  are  enjoying  the  mountain  quiet  and  rest,  lack  killed  an  immense 
black  snake  the  other  day. 

Miss  Cutter  served  her  drawing  class  to  cherries  last  Wednesday 
morning  when  the  objects  for  drawing  were  ripe  cherries.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  believes  they  would  not  mind  such  a lesson  every 
day  in  the  week. 

The  Misses  Silverheels,  Choteau,  Poodry,  Harris,  Young,  Smith, 
McLaughlin,  Powlas  and  Root,  tendered  a party  to  the  baseball  boys  on 
last  Thursday  evening  in  the  girls'  society  hall.  The  room  was  trimmed 
with  a few  ball  decorations,  and  the  good  time  enjoyed  will  not  soon  be 
forgotten  by  those  present. 

Nearly  harvest  time. 

The  picnic  season  is  at  hand,  and  our  boys  and  girls  are  wondering 
when  it  will  be  our  turn. 

Twenty-one  boys  and  eighteen  girls  have  gone  to  country  homes  this 
week.  The  number  now  out  is  close  to  600,  while  nearly  300  are  still  at 
the  school. 

A number  of  the  teachers  and  officers  rode  bicycles  to  the  Middlesex 
farm  for  cherries,  on  Wednesday  evening,  returning  by  moon  light.  It 
was  a fine  ride. 

Miss  Eva  Johnson  left  for  her  home  in  Indian  Ter.,  Monday  at  noon. 

Her  many  friends  at  the  school  enjoyed  the  visit  and  only  wished  she 
could  have  staid  longer. 

Our  school  band  has  been  engaged  to  furnish  the  music  at  the 
Commencement  exercises  of  the  Kutztown  State  Normal  School  on  29th  of 
Dune.  They  will  give  an  open  air  concert  on  the  campus  in  the 
afternoon . 

Colonel  Curtin,  of  the  Chester  Springs  Soldiers'  Orphan  School  with  a 
small  party  of  children  from  the  same  institution  stopped  off  to  visit 
our  school  on  their  way  to  the  school  at  Scotland.  The  Colonel  is  a 
cousin  of  Pennsylvania's  former  Governor.  He  was  interested  in  all  that 
he  saw  and  commended  the  trades'  feature  of  our  school. 

SATURDAY  EVENING'S  PROGRAM  FOR  BAND  CONCERT:  1.  March,  "Pride  of  the 
Nation,"  -Clake;  2.  Overture,  "Stradella,"  -Flotow;  3.  Dance, 
"Flirtation,"  -Dalbey;  4.  Descriptive  Fantasia,  "Down  the  Mississippi," 
-Puerner;  5.  Waltz,  "Queen  of  the  Isle,"  -Dalbey;  6.  Medley, 
"Recollections  of  the  War,"  -Beyer;  7.  Two  Step,  "Hers  and  His,"  -Mason; 
8.  Minuet,  -Paderewski;  (by  request)  9.  Patriotic  Selection. 

Don't  think  about  going  home  till  you  have  money  in  pocket  and  brains 
enough  to  keep  a position  should  you  get  one.  Better  still:  Stay  away 
from  home  till  you  are  well  settled  in  a money-making  business.  THEN 
when  you  have  a vacation  go  home  and  enjoy  yourslef,  and  you  will  be 
able  to  help  our  people  have  a good  time.  Go  home?  Have  nothing  to 
do?  No  money?  Who  wants  such  a fellow  around? 

Among  the  distinguished  visitors  of  the  week  were  Chief  Quanah  Parker 
and  wife  Tu-na-sir,  Ah  peah-tone,  Apache  John,  John  Jackson,  Joe  Harry, 
George  Newton,  and  Ara-rose,  all  of  Anadarko,  Indian  Territory.  Wanada 
and  Esther  Parker  came  in  from  their  country  homes  to  see  their  father, 
Quanah.  The  latter  siad  he  was  satisfied  with  what  Carlisle  was  doing 
for  his  children.  He  took  his  daughter  Laura  home  with  him,  to  return 
after  a little  vacation. 

Miss  Pauli's  Circle  of  King's  Daughters  -Lend-a-hand  Circle  - enjoyed 


a pleasant  social  and  literary  program  on  Saturday  night  in  the  Susan's 
society  hall.  The  girls  had  decorated  the  room  tastefullly  with 
flowers,  and  there  were  easy  chairs,  couches  and  cushions  in  nooks  and 
corners.  Music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  recitations  were  listened 
to  with  pleasure.  Refreshments  consisting  of  cherries  and  wafers  were 
passed,  soon  after  which  charades  were  the  order.  Time  to  separate  came 
all  too  soon. 


(page  4) 

YE  INDIAN  BOYS  ON  FARMS  TAKE  COURAGE! 


When  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  read  the  words  below  which  were  printed 
in  Common  People,  he  thought: 

How  encouraging  they  would  be  to  our  boys  on  farms  who  are  braving 
hardships  for  the  sake  of  gaining  MANHOOD! 

Our  Indian  farm  boys  through  hard  work  are  getting  the  manhood  that  is 
REAL. 

They  are  getting  into  them  the  manhood  which  they  are  OBLIGED  to  have 
if  they  expect  ever  to  be  able  to  transact  business  with  live, 
wide-awake,  shrewd  business  men;  if  they  ever  intend  to  earn  their  own 
bread  and  butter  and  feed  their  own  children  independent  of  all  help. 

The  Indian  boy  out  working  on  a farm  apart  from  other  Indian  boys  and 
by  the  side  of  sensible,  laboring  people  is  gaining  that  manhood  which 
alone  will  put  him  in  a position  to  work  out  his  own  salvation  and  to 
help  others. 

This  is  what  Common  People  says,  and  let  us  read  and  take  courage: 

The  most  successful  men  in  the  great  business  centres  of  the  world 
have  been  brought  up  in  the  country  until  they  have  become  strong, 
robust,  and  vigorous. 

And  then  with  good  constitutions,  good  health,  good  principles,  and 
good  habits,  they  have  pushed  their  way  to  the  front  and  done  a work 
which  they  never  could  have  done  if  they  had  been  brought  up  amid 
enervating  influence  of  wealth,  luxury,  and  city  life,  (and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  might  add: 

Or  on  an  Indian  reservation. ") 

Let  the  farmer's  boy  drive  the  oxen,  train  the  colts,  till  the  soil, 
read  the  good  books,  study  his  lessons,  and  serve  his  God,  and  when  the 
Lord  shall  call  him  to  other  fields  he  will  have  health  and  courage,  and 
as  his  day  so  shall  his  strength  be. 


MISAPPLIED  RELIGION. 


"I  suppose  that  John  Atkins  is  one  of  your  best  weavers?"  remarked  a 
clergyman,  who  was  being  shown  through  a great  mill  by  the  foreman. 

"Not  much,  he  isn't,"  replied  the  foreman. 

"The  trouble  with  John  is  that  he  stands  around  talking  about  his 
religion  when  he  ought  to  be  attending  to  his  loom. 

He  is  a good  enough  fellow,  and  has  the  making  of  a fine  weaver  in 
him,  but  he  hasn't  learned  yet,  that  while  he  is  in  this  weaving  shed 
his  religion  ought  to  come  out  of  his  fingers,  and  not  out  of  his 
mouth."  -[Exchange. 

STOLEN  NEWS. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  to  steal  his  news  sometimes,  and  the 
following  is  a bit  of  stolen  news  from  a letter  of  Ella  Rickart's  to 
Miss  Barr: 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Ella  left  a few  weeks  since  to  take  a 
position  in  the  Ft.  Shaw,  Montana  school. 

It  appears  that  she  has  found  a pleasant  home  and  nice  people.  She 
thinks  of  us  at  times  and  wishes  she  were  here.  That  is  natural,  while 
at  the  same  time  she  is  enjoying  the  work  she  finds  at  Ft.  Shaw. 

Ella  was  hospital  cook  here,  and  she  says: 

"I  frequently  think  of  the  pantry  with  all  its  goodies,  and  I can  see 
you  people  with  dishes  of  strawberries  and  cream,  and  it  makes  my  mouth 
water . " 


A BUSINESS  WOMAN. 


Some  of  ou  Indian  girls  are  aspiring  to  become  business  women  but  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  hopes  they  will  not  be  like  this: 

In  speaking  of  a certain  woman,  one  person  said  to  another: 

"She  is  a great  business  woman." 

"Ah!  Is  that  so?  What  business  is  she  interested  in?"  asked  the 
listener . 

"Oh,  everybody's." 


GOOD  FOR  CALLER  WHO  STAYS  TOO  LONG. 


A young  man  who  had  lingered  long  in  the  parlor  of  a lady  friend 
caught  her  yawning: 

"Don't  yawn.  Miss  Ethel,  I know  I am  an  awful  bore,  but  you  ought  to 
forgive  my  shortcomings." 

"Oh,"  replied  Ethel,  "it  is  not  your  shortcomings  I object  to  it  is 
your  long  goings . " 


PERTINENT  QUESTIONS. 


"We  thank  God,"  says  the  reverend  editor  of  the  Enid  Wave,  "that 
Saturday's  cyclone  passed  twelve  miles  north  of  us." 

What  have  the  people  "twelve  miles  north  of  us"  to  be  thankful  for, 
and  why  should  we  thank  God  for  the  misfortunes  of  other  worthy  people? 
- [Capital . 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  4,  6,  7,  8 are  used  by  fishermen. 

My  8,  2,  3,  1 is  a kind  of  board. 

My  7,  3,  4,  5 holds  water. 

My  whole  are  some  things  that  are  taking  a rest  just  now  at  the 
Carlisle  School. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  cool  wave. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  A Simple  Truth"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman(31amere.net> 

Sub j : A Simple  Truth 

Black  Elk  and  Fools  Crow  knew  it 
and  so  did  Mathew  King 
that  in  becoming  holy 
we  can't  forget  a thing 

The  ways  are  old  and  simple 
their  roots  can  still  be  traced 
they  shine  within  the  Morning 
and  on  the  children's  face 

We  are  to  love  the  People 
to  bring  them  joy  and  grace 
we  are  to  bind  the  People 
who  share  this  common  face 

No  fighting  and  division 
will  help  to  mend  the  Hoop 


just  standing  there  as  one 
bearing  a simple  Truth 


For  if  we  are  to  hear 
Grandfathers  words  ring  true 
we  must  abide  and  love 
these  very  basic  Truths 

We  cannot  come  together 
under  the  Tree  of  Peace 
if  what  we  disagree  about 
is  all  we  ever  see 

It's  time  to  stand  together 
within  the  Sacred  Hoop 
and  forget  about  the  fighting 
and  think  about  our  youth 

What  lesson  do  we  teach  them 
when  we  fight  amongst  ourselves 
about  who  is  and  isn't 
Brother,  Sister,  self 

We  fracture  like  a piece  of  glass 
when  difference  fills  our  Hearts 
we  need  to  hold  our  People 
not  separate  the  parts 

All  Tribes  and  Nations  standing 
as  a Proud  and  wondrous  race 
without  petty  divisions 
to  mark  the  time  and  place 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Fri,  2 Dul  99  04:34:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  11-17 

IULAI 

11 

The  mantis  pauses  for  a moment  in  its  journey  to  bless  those  it  encounters. 

12 

Night  passes  a veil  of  introspection  over  the  land. 

13 

To  welcome  the  future,  you  must  first  release  the  burdens  of  the  past. 

14 

It  is  in  the  quiet  hours  of  the  evening  that  we  can  most 
nearly  know  our  true  selves. 

15 

The  rainbow,  ke  anuenue,  illuminates  the  land  in  beauty. 

16 

A waterfall  plummets  down  the  face  of  the  cliffs,  na  pali, 
to  be  reborn  in  mist  far  below. 

17 

The  mountain  slopes  have  turned  green  with  the  blessing  of  rain. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


- — "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Duly  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  01  Dul  1999  16:32:13  -0500 
From:  Anna  Kane  <akane@purdue. edu> 

Sub j : Duly  PowWow 

This  is  in  West  Lafayette,  Indiana.  I thought  I would  send  it 
to  you  to  include  in  your  powwow  listing.  I have  not  seen  it 
listed  anywhere  else  and  I do  not  have  any  more  information 
than  what  is  included. 

Cost  of  admission  last  year  was  $3.00.  I do  not  know  if  it 
has  gone  up. 

Duly  10-11 

Waahpaahshiki  Peoples  Pow  Wow 

Great  Lakes  Tribes  gather  for  two  days  of  dancing  and  singing, 
30  arts  and  crafts  vendors.  Native  American  food. 

Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.;  Sun.,  10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Tippecanoe  County  Amphitheater. 

Anna  Kane 


Date:  Sat,  3 Dul  1999  01:17:29  -0400 
From:  <rmwillis@LocalLink. net> 

Sub j : 7th  Annual  Gathering  of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Seventh  Annual  Gathering  Of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Flosted  By:  Pokagon  Band  of  Potawawtomi 
Where:  Dowagiac,  Michigan 
When:  Duly  29  - August  1 

The  Pokagon  Band  Gathering  Committee  is  selling  satin  jackets  to 
commemorate  the  gathering.  Please  visit  the  gathering  site  for  more 
information . 

www. mich . com/~pokagon /gathering. htm 

or  visit  the  Pokagon  Band  website  at 
www. mich . com/~pokagon /index. htm 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10028 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 


(917) -253-3404 

(212)666-9478 

or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10028 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Flope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Sub j : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Homecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 
~ DULY  9-11  ~ 

Mission  International  Powwow 
Mission  BC 

Kathy  Dames : 604-826-1281 

17th  Bear  River  Anniversary 
Lac  du  Flambeau  WI 
715-588-9203 


14th  Annual  Taos  Pueblo  Powwow 
Taos  Pueblo  NM 


505-443-6120 


Whitefish  Bay  Powwow 
Whitefish  Bay  ON 
807-226-1155 

Enoch  Annual  Competition  Powwow 
Enoch  AB 

Beatrice  Morin :780-470-2411 

~ DULY  10-11  ~ 

Waapaahshiki  Peoples  Powwow 
Lafayette  IN 
765-423-4617 

Kanehsatake  Spiritual  Gathering  and  Powwow 

Kanehsatake  QC 

450-479-1651 

Kettle  and  Stoney  Point  Powwow 

Forest  ON 

519-786-6680 

~ DULY  8-11  ~ 

36th  Annual  Sac  and  Fox  Powwow 

Stroud  OK 

918-968-3526 

~ DULY  14-16  ~ 

Peguis  16th  Annual  Powwow 

Peguis  MB 

Dave: 204-645-2320 

~ DULY  14-18  ~ 

1999  Kainai  Fair,  Powwow  and  Rodeo 
Standoff  AB 

Wayne/Nadine: 403 -737-3753 
~ DULY  15-18  ~ 

Chapel  Island  First  Nation  Powwow 
Syney  NS 

Kevin  Dohnson : 902-535-3317 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PFI: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
DULY  1999 

Duly  8 through  11:  36th  Sac  and  Fox;  Stroud,  OK; 

(918)  968-3526 

Duly  9 and  10:  Antelope  Pow  Wow;  Mission,  SD;  (605)  747-2381 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  17th  Bear  River  Pow  Wow;  Lac  du 
Flambeau,  WI;  (715)  588-9203 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Taos  Pueblo  Pow  Wow;  Taos  Pueblo, 

NM;  (505)  758-3883 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Great  Mohican  Pow  Wow; 

Loudonville,  OH;  (419)  994-4987 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Prairie  Island  Pow  Wow;  White 


Shield,  MN;  1-800  554-5473 


Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Whitefish  Bay  Pow  Wow;  Whitefish 
Bay,  ONT.,  Canada;  (807)  226-1155 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  White  Shield  Celebration  Pow  Wow; 

White  Shield,  ND;  (701)  743-4244 

Duly  9,  10  and  11:  Grand  Ronde  Veterans  Pow  Wow; 

Grand  Ronde,  OR;  1-800-422-0232 

Duly  10:  Gathering  Days,  Wassama  Roundhouse,  State 
Historic  Park;  Ahwahnee,  CA;  (559)  822-2332 

Duly  10  and  11:  Waapaahshiki  People's  Pow  Wow; 

Tippecanoe  Ampitheater  Park;  West  Lafayette,  IN;  (765)  423-4617 

Duly  14  through  19:  Annual  Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow  on 
the  Flathead  Reservation  in  Elmo,  Montana 

Duly  16,  17  and  18;  New  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5232 

Duly  16,  17  and  18:  All  Nations  Pow  Wow,  Los 
Vaqueros  Rodeo  Arena  off  Hwy  38  and  Zaca  Road;  Big 
Bear  City,  CA;  (909)  585-6532  or  (510)  465-3267 

Duly  17  through  20:  Red  Bottom  Pow  Wow;  Frazer,  MT; 

(406)  695-2293  or  768-5155,  ext.  338 

Duly  22  through  25:  Dulyamsh  Celebration  in  Post 
Falls,  ID;  1-800-523-2464,  ext.  272 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations 
Pow  Wow  at  the  Daly  Mansion  in  Hamilton,  MT;  (406) 

363-5383  or  (406)  726-3701 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow;  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry,  GA;  (912)  787-5180 
(eves);  nativeway@mindspring.com 

Duly  24,  25  and  26:  Standing  Bear  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5127 

Duly  24  through  27:  Badlands  Pow  Wow;  Brockton,  MT; 

(406)  786-3406  or  768-5112 

Duly  30,  31  and  Aug.  1:  31st  Annual  Southern 
California  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Orange  City 
Fairgrounds;  Costa  Mesa,  CA;  (714)  663-1102 

Duly  30  and  August  1:  Fort  Belknap  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Belknap,  MT 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  a 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  07:39:18  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 
Sub j : 5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Location:  O'Neil  Park,  corner  of  6th  St.  and 
Broadway,  Sacramento,  CA 
Dates  and  times: 

Friday,  August  6,  1999  7:00  PM 

Traditional  California  Dancers 

Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

10:00  AM-11: 00  PM 

Grand  Entry:  Noon  & 6:00  PM 

Sunday,  August  8,  1999 

10:00  AM-7:00  PM  Grand  Entry:  Noon 

Public  Welcome!  Free  Parking 

Arts  & Crafts*Food*Contest  Dancing- 

$2.00  registration  fee* 

Pow  Wow  Daily  admission: 

General  $3.00  Youth(12  & under)  & Senior  FREE 
All  Drums  Welcome.  First  Five  Drums  Will  Be  Paid. 
Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Tom  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Arena  Director: 

Art  Martinez,  Chumash 
Head  Man  Dancer: 

Thomas  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Head  Lady  Dancer: 

Rose  Avad,  Ojibwa 
Host  Northern  Drum: 

High  Noon,  Alberta,  Canada 
Host  Southern  Drum: 

Bad  Medicine,  Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Tabulation(Open  Book): 

Lana  Hicks,  Washoe/Paiute 
No  Drugs  & No  Alcohol. 

For  more  information  call: 

(916)  421-0657 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : update  on  festival 

hey  gary..here  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do . . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

HM:  Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 

HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  23:29:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Northern  Events/Summer  update 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  1999- 

Note:  Refer  to  Southern  lists  for  abbreviations  key. 


Duly  9-11:  Bean  River  Anniversary  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Lac  du  Flambeau, 
WI.  Info:  Rose  Mitchell,  Lac  du  Flambeau  Tribal  Center  (715)  588-9203,  or 
Lisa  Porrs  588-3303/fax:  588-7930. 

Duly  9-11:  Great  Mohican  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Mohican  Reservation  Campgrounds, 
Loudonville,  OH . Info:  Allen  Combs  (419)  994-4008  (home)/  994-4987  (work). 

Duly  9-11:  Grindstone  Creek  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Bears  Sleepy  Flollow  RV  Park, 
Pulaski,  NY.  Info:  (315)  298-5560. 

Duly  9-11:  Prairie  Island  Pow  Wow,  15  miles  north  of  Red  Wing,  Prairie 
Island,  MN.  Info:  (800)  554-5473. 

Duly  9-11:  Whitefish  Bay  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Whitefish  Bay, 
Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  226-1155,  or  226-5411. 

Duly  10-11:  Shawnee  Nations  URB  Southwind  Park  Fair,  Route  540,  Zane  Shawnee 
Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937)  562-9592. 

Duly  10-11:  Ponca  Tribal  Youth  Pow  Wow,  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Neobrara,  NE.  Info: 
(402)  734-5275  or  857-3391. 

Duly  15-18:  Honor  the  Earth  Homecoming  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Honor  the  Earth 
Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Ojibwe  Reservation,  10  miles  SE  of 
Hayward,  WI.  Info:  Stoney  Larson  (715)  634-8924/fax:  634-6058,  or 
s la rson@lco schools . org. 

Duly  16-18:  Native  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  Pow  Wow,  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Salamanca,  NY.  Info:  (716)  283-0084. 

Duly  16-18:  Chapel  Island  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Chapel  Island  Pow  Wow  Grounds, 
Richmond  County,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada.  Info:  (902)  535-3317. 

Duly  16-18:  Natoaganeg  Pow  Wow,  Eel  Ground  First  Nation,  Eel  Ground,  New 
brunswick,  Canada.  Info:  Emerson  Francis  or  Howard  McKay  (506)  627-4600/fax: 
627-4602. 

Duly  17-18:  Alpine  Hills  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Living  History  Encampment,  In 
memory  of  Russell  Two  Feathers  Cyrus,  Alpine  Hills  Resort,  County  Road  139, 
off  State  Route  39,  near  Dover,  OH.  MC:  Hank  Haughtaling,  HM:  Day  Wolf  Eyes, 
HL:  Andrea  Tuscan,  HV:  Bob  Parins,  HD:  Red  Bird  Singers;  additional  Drums: 

Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Info:  Beverly  Angel  (Dancers  & Vendors) 
(330)  364-1298;  Doanne  Maley  (Living  History)  (330)  343-8717. 

Duly  17-18:  Honoring  Our  Heritage  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Cross  Roads  Village, 
Mt.  Morris,  MI.  Info:  (810)  239-6621. 

Duly  17-18:  Return  to  Beaver  Creek  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Matarazzo  Farms, 
Belvidere,  ND.  Info:  (908)  475-3671. 

Duly  22-25:  Winnebago  Homecoming  Festival,  Vetran's  Park,  Winnebago,  NE. 

Info:  (402)  878-2272. 

Duly  23-25:  Keweenaw  Bay  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ojibway  Campground,  Baraga,  MI. 
Info:  Pauline  or  Terry  (906)  353-6623. 

Duly  23-25:  Honor  the  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Dunn  Field,  Lake 
Geneva,  WI.  Info:  (414)  473-7748  or  248-2784  (daytime). 

Duly  23-25:  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Kansas 
Coliseum,  650  North  Seneca,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  MAAIC  (316)  262-5221  or 
263-7327. 


Duly  24-25:  Grand  River  Champion  of  Champions  Pow  Wow,  Chief swood  Park,  Six 
Nations  Grand  River  Reserve,  Ohsweken,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  Evelyn  (519) 
445-4391  or  758-5444. 


Duly  24-25:  Thunderbird  Dancers  Pow  Wow,  Queens  County  Farm  Museum,  73-50 
Little  Neck  Parkway,  Floral  Park,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Louis  (201)  587-9633  or 
(718)  347-3276. 

Duly  24-25:  Gaguguwon  Traditional  Indian  Pow  Wow,  AuSable  Chuldren's  Park, 
AuSable,  MI.  Info:  Doe  Ireland  (517)  739-1994. 

Duly  25:  Native  American  Fair  & Pow  Wow,  Hassanamisco  Reservation,  80  Brigham 
Hill  Road,  Grafton,  MA.  Info:  (508)  393-2080. 

Duly  28-Aug.  7:  North  American  Indigenous  Games,  Mandaree,  ND.  Info:  Shirley 
Richter  (800)  235-7654. 

Duly  29-Aug.  1:  Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Pow  Wow,  Zane 
Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Route  540,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937) 
562-9592  or  (614)  443-5898. 

Duly  30-Aug.  1:  Lake  of  the  Eagles  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Eagle  Lake  First 
Nation,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  755-5526. 

Duly  31-Aug.  1:  White  Cloud's  Traditional  Purple  Heart  Pow  Wow,  Lake  White 
Cloud,  White  Cloud,  MI.  Info:  Gene  Reid  (616)  689-0344. 

Duly  31-Aug.  2:  Wikwemikong  Pow  Wow,  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Info:  (705)  859-2385. 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  anyone  seeking 
information  on  upcoming  events.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  along  to 
your  friends. 

Also:  Anyone  wishing  to  receive  updates  on  pow  wows  & related  events  from 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  & Kansas  may  send  50  cents  & a SASE  to:  Pow  Wow 
Listing,  501  Farm  Road  2030,  Monett,  MO  65708. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 
Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 
rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend.  Gates  open  9am-5pm. 

Admission:  Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3.00;  Sr.  Citizens,  Handicapped  & 
children  under  6 admitted  free.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart 
Saeger,  HD:  Caney  Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special 
guest:  Wolf  (Native  American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard 
& Warrior  Society  will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome. 
Hosted  by  Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees. 

Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102,  TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408, 
or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 


GEORGIA 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds(I-75,  Exit  42), 
Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 


31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787-0642, 
nativeway@mindspring.com . 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


MARYLAND 

Duly  10-11:  Floward  County  Pow  Wow,  Floward  County  Fairgrounds,  Friendship. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 


MISSOURI 

Duly  9-11:  Missouri  State  Fair  Pow  Wow,  on  the  West  Missouri  State 
Fairgrounds,  Clarendon  Road,  Sedalia. Traders  & campers  pay  Thursday  & Sunday 
hook-up  fee  of  $10.00.  HM:  Tim  Howlingcrane  (Southern  Cheyenne);  HL:  Betty 
Russell  (Lipan  Apache);  MC:  Ed  Woodington  (Ottawa);  AD:  Roger  Crane  (Quapaw) 
PW  Princess:  Chaundra  Woolery  (Apache/Aztec) ; HS:  Sonny  Waters 
(Quapaw/Ponca) ; Host  Gourd:  Quapaw  Intertribal  Gourd  Dance  Society.  Traders 
by  invitation  only/contact : Bob  & Anne  Woolery,  103  E.  28th  St.,  Sedalia,  MO 
65301  (660)  826-4145  or  Bob  Woolery,  Dr.,  3222  S.  Washington,  Sedalia,  MO 
65301  (660)  826-5608.  Area  Lodging  (all  Area  Code  660):  Bell  Towers  Motel 
563-3044,  Best  Western  826-6100,  El  Rancho  Motel  826-9964,  Hillcrest  Motel 
826-2611,  Motel  Memory  827-7333,  Ramada  Inn  826-8400,  Super  7 Motel  827-0215 
Sedalia  House  B&B  826-6615,  Sedalia  Motel  826-5600,  Sho-Me  Kort  Motel 

826- 2488,  Star  Dust  Motel  826-8662,  Sunset  Motel  826-1446,  Super  8 Motel 

827- 5890,  Comfort  Inn  829-5050.  Info:  (660)  826-4145  or  Sedalia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (800)  827-5295. 

Duly  16-18:  International  Charity  Exhibition  Pow  Wow,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Osage  River  on  Old  Hwy.  54,  below  Bagnell  Dam  at  the  American  Legion 
Campgrounds,  Lake  of  the  Ozarks.  Benefits  go  towards  health  assistance  that 
is  no  longer  covered  by  Indian  Health  Services.  Special  guest:  Cloud  Dancing 
from  Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine  Woman.  Info:  (918)  542-3697. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County/Tuscaroras  of  Maxton  County  Intertribal 
Festival,  Rockfish  (near  Davis  Bridge).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 


OKLAHOMA 

Duly  8-11:  Sac  & Fox  Pow  Wow,  Tribal  Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info:  (918) 
968-3526. 

Duly  9-11:  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Tribal  Grounds,  Stroud.  Info: 
(918)  968-3526. 

Duly  12-31:  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Competitive  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee.  Info:  (918)  683-1701/fax:  683-3070. 

Duly  15-18:  Otoe  Encampment,  Otoe-Missouria  Tribal  Campgrounds,  Hwy.  177 
East  of  Red  Rock.  Info:  (580)  723-4519. 

Duly  15-18:  Tulsa  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa.  Info:  (918) 
743-3628. 


Duly  23-25:  Ki  He  Kah  Steh  Pow  Wow,  Skiatook.  Info:  (918)  446-0564. 


Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonial,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds,  Anadarko. 
Info:  (405)  247-6651/fax:  247-6652  or  chamber@tanet.net. 


TENNESSEE 

Duly  (date  & time  TBA) : Choctaw  Stickball,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Info:  (901)  785-3160. 

Duly  8-10:  Lauderdale  County  Tomato  Festivel:  Not  a Native  event,  but 
celebrating  a food  native  to  the  America's.  Includes  arts  & crafts,  food 
vendors,  BBQ  contest,  tomato  tasting,  live  bands  & lots  of  Ripley  tomatoes  & 
vegetables.  Info:  Suzanne  Davidson,  Lauderdale  Co.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  103 
E.  Dackson  Ave.,  Ripley,  TN  38063  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  10-11:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  Dim  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 

Presented  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights.  Hours:  Saturday, 
10am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am-5pm.  MC:  Nick  Mejia;  HSD:  Wagon  Burners  (Conehatta, 
MS);  HND:  Beaver  Dam  Singers  (Philadelphia,  MS);  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Brandy 
Denkins;  Special  Guest:  Vernon  Williams.  Educational  focus  on 
Southeastern/Woodland  Indians.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  Sandi  or  Diane  (615)  871-0940,  or,  Pat  or  Debbie  (615)  885-9402. 

Duly  23-25:  Folk  Medicine  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Learn  about  folk 
medicine,  enjoy  music,  arts  & crafts,  children's  entertainment,  folk 
heritage  demonstrations.  Info:  Brenda  Thomas  (615)  699-2180. 

Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts,  and 
Choctaw  stickball  games  on  both  afternoons.  Vendors  may  contact 
MLmoore@memphis.edu;  for  further  info,  call  (901)  785-3160. 

Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


TEXAS 

Duly  17:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney.  Info: 
Grant  Gaumer  (713)  448-8435. 


VIRGINIA 

Duly  24-25:  Rising  Water  Falling  Water  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Showplace 
Exhibition  Grounds,  Richmond.  Info:  Mary  Fortune  (804)  443-4221. 

Duly  31:  Native  American  Festival,  Fairy  Stone  Park.  Info:  (540)  629-2071. 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  Dohn  Defferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Duly  10:  AAIWV/ANI  Traditional  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  WVU  Demonstration 
Farm  in  Union  (Monroe  County).  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers,  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the 
Snow,  MC:  Tony  Dennings,  HD:  Wolf  Creek  Singers  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor 
Info:  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884.  General  Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304) 


683-3647. 


a^,a^,a^,  Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Larry  Kibby,  Dimmie,  Dust  an  old  man,  Danet  Smith,  Matha  E Ture, 
Dohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Russell,  Dimmie  D.  Oyler,  Allan  West, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 

Debra  Sanders,  IITCA/Corecom,  Harvey  Arden,  Dreamwalker , Bob  Dorman 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Dul  15  00:17:06  1999 
Date:  Tue,  13  Dul  1999  19:27:31  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.029 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 

KOLA  Newslist;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Possession  is  a disease  with  them.  These  people  have  made  many  rules 
that  the  rich  may  break  but  the  poor  may  not... 

They  claim  this  mother  of  ours,  the  earth,  for  their  own  and  fence 
their  neighbors  away;  they  deface  her  with  their  buildings... 

That  nation  is  like  a spring  fishnet  that  overruns  its  banks  and 
destroys  all  who  are  in  its  path.  We  cannot  dwell  side  by  side." 

Chief  Sitting  Bull,  Hunkpapa 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Dourney 

I The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I again  ask  for  your  help. 

- If  you  are  in  any  way  involved  in  support  for  Native  Prisoners,  anywhere, 

- If  you  know  of  support  groups  that  provide  information  and  guidance  to 
assist  any  involved  in  assistance  to  Native  Prisoners 

- If  you  know  of  resources  of  any  nature  to  support  Native  Prisoners 

- If  you  can  provide  legal  assistance  to  any  of  these  issues 

please  contact  my  wife  at  jans@atlcom.net  or  myself  at  gars@netcom.com. 

If  you  live  in  the  Atlanta  area,  can  pass  a background  check,  and  are 
willing  to  join  us  three  times  a year  at  USP-Atlanta  please  contact  us. 

The  next  event  is  September  26,  and  to  be  confirmed  for  admittance  at 
that  time  you  need  to  get  your  paper  work  in  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  need  for  this  support  is  critical. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30297,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  fea 

- Indian  Activist  Larry  Kitto  Dies 

- A Young  Lakota  Sioux 
Girl  Needs  a Kidney 

- Governor/Indians  to  Meet 

- Tribal  Outrage  Rises  Anew 

- AIM  and  WhiteClay 

- Whiteclay 

- Booze  Sales  Banned 

On  Blackfeet  Reservation 

- Vultures  are  Circling 

- Partytime  in  Vancouver 

- AFN  editorial  for  Leonard 

- TH E Gathering  of  Nations 

- Vancouver 

- Your  Invitation  from  AFN 

- Your  Invitation  from  NCAI 

- Largest  Native  Business 
Conference  Ever 

- What  is  AFN 

- What  is  NCAI 

- Caldwell  People  Need  Support 
"RE : Indian  Activist  Lar 


ured  in  this  issue  

- Tulalips  Resume  Clam  Harvest 

- Family  Memorial  Desecrated 

- Choctaw  Center  to  be  Dedicated 

- Tribes  Seeks  Protection 
for  Symbols 

- Dr.  Bruce  Clark  Departs 

- Babbitt  Appears  Before  Grand  Jury 

- Babbitt  Backs  Indian  Fund  Oversight 

- Sundance  Banned  at  Camp  Anna  Mae 

- Sundance  Will  be  Held 
Despite  Hopi  Ban 

- Excerpts  from  Messenger  News  Briefs 

- Mohawk  Police 

- Peltier  Support 
During  Clinton's  Visit 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Navajos  Looking  for  a Home 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  In  The  Wind 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

y Kitto  Dies"  


Date:  Tue,  13  3ul  1999  10:50:24  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-13-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Indian  Activist  Larry  Kitto  Dies 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
07-11-99 

ROCHESTER,  Minn.  (AP)  - Larry  Kitto,  a lobbyist  who  was  a powerful  force 
for  American  Indian  tribes  in  Minnesota  and  who  was  fined  in  connection 
with  a federal  investigation  of  Interior  Department  action  on  a casino, 
has  died  at  the  age  of  52. 

Kitto  died  Friday  at  Methodist  Hospital  of  a bacterial  infection  for 
which  he  was  being  treated  at  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Santee  Sioux  tribe,  spending  his  early  childhood 
on  the  Santee  reservation  in  Nebraska,  and  represented  many  of  Minnesota's 
Dakota  and  Ojibwe  tribes. 

Kitto  was  quick  to  respond  to  any  legislative  proposal  he  considered  a 
slight  to  Indians  people  or  a threat  to  tribal  sovereignty. 

"He  was  not  afraid  to  speak  out  against  some  legislators  when  he  thought 
they  were  crossing  the  line  on  racial  issues,"  said  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Roger  Moe,  a friend  of  Kitto  for  20  years. 

Kitto  also  worked  to  mobilize  Indians  politically.  He  helped  enlist 
reservation  support  for  Bill  Clinton's  presidential  campaigns,  and 
generated  turnout  on  South  Dakota  reservations  for  U.S.  Senate  Minority 
Leader  Tom  Daschle  first  election  to  the  Senate. 

Kitto  was  a key  figure  in  investigations  of  the  Interior  Department's 
refusal  to  allow  several  Wisconsin  tribes  to  convert  a dog  track  at  Hudson, 
Wis. , into  a casino. 

Kitto  represented  casino-rich  tribes  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  that 
opposed  the  Hudson  proposal.  The  unsuccessful  casino  group  alleged  that 
the  opposing  tribes  won  a favorable  decision  from  the  Interior  Department 


by  donating  more  than  $400,000  to  Democratic  candidates  in  1995  and  1996. 

Along  with  another  lobbyist  and  a law  firm,  Kitto  was  fined  $85,000  last 
year  for  repeatedly  failing  to  turn  over  documents  in  the  civil  suit 
challenging  the  rejection  of  the  proposed  casino. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  has  denied  allegations  of  political 
interference  in  his  department's  decision  on  he  casino. 

Kitto  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Jo;  two  daughters,  a sister  and  four 
brothers . 

Funeral  arrangements  were  pending. 

"RE:  A Young  Lakota  Sioux  Girl  Needs  a Kidney"  

Date:  Fri,  09  Dul  1999  19:45:18  GMT 
From:  nativelit@earthlink.net 

Subj : A Young  Lakota  Sioux  Girl  Needs  a Kidney!! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

A Young  Lakota  Sioux  Girl  Needs  a Kidney! ! ! 

"Please  help  Tasha  if  you  can!" 

A young  Lakota  Sioux  girl  needs  a kidney.  She  has  been  diagnosed  with 
end  stage  renal  disease.  She  is  now  living  with  10  percent  of  her 
kidneys.  The  disease  is  estimated  to  run  it's  course  by  spring,  by  which 
time  she  will  need  a kidney.  She  lives  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in 
South  Dakota.  So  far  she  doesn't  have  a donor. 

Fler  name  is  Tasha  Apple  and  her  home  page  is: 

URL : http: //www. geocities . com/Heart la nd/Hollow/703 5/ 
http : / / www . yvwiiusdin vnohii . net/KidneyNeeded . htm 

My  name  is  Amanda  Takes  War  Bonnett  and  I am  her  aunt. 

My  email  address  is  warbone-@gwtc.net 

Update  as  of  May  9,  1999! 

"5/9/99  - Since  the  page  was  created  for  Tasha  on  2/02/99,  she  has  been 
hospitalized  and  is  now  at  a Colorado  hospital.  What  is  left  of  Tasha's 
kidneys  aren't  working  well  and  she  is  having  problems  with  her  heart.  We 
are  praying  one  of  her  aunts  will  match  and  be  able  to  donate  her  a kidney. 
We  pray  Tasha  gets  stronger  to  receive  this  kidney,  and  her  heart  will  be 
able  to  take  the  strain  of  the  operation.  We  ask  for  prayers  for  Tasha. 
Please  continue  to  enjoy  Tasha's  homepage.  A card  or  letter  in  real  mail 
would  be  nice  too.  You  can  send  them  to: 

Tasha  Apple,  P.O.  Box  234,  Martin,  SD  57551 

They  will  be  sent  on  to  Tasha.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  prayers, 
thoughts,  and  cards."  --Amanda  Takes  War  Bonnett 

"RE:  Governor/Indians  to  Meet"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  16:21:04  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet . org> 

Subj:  Governor/Indians  to  meet<FWD> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Mainstream  news  article 


Dune  28,  1999 
Governor,  Indians  to  Meet 

http : //omaha . com/Omaha/OWH/StoryViewer/l%2C3153%2C178569%2C00 . html 
BY  TODD  VON  KAMPEN 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  - Nebraska  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns  plans  to  meet  with  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation  leaders  and  Sheridan  County,  Neb.,  elected 
officials  sometime  during  the  next  two  weeks. 

The  meetings  are  in  response  to  the  weekend's  violence-marred  "rally  for 
justice"  march  from  Pine  Ridge  to  nearby  Whiteclay,  Neb.,  which  ended  with 


looting  of  a grocery  store  that  was  also  set  on  fire.  Oglala  Sioux  leaders 
said  Saturday's  event  wouldn't  be  the  last  demonstration  of  tribal  claims 
to  Whiteclay. 

Johann's  staff  was  working  Monday  with  the  Nebraska  Indian  Commission  to 
set  up  the  meeting  as  early  as  this  week,  said  Chris  Peterson,  a Johann's 
aide . 

The  meetings  will  not  take  place  in  Whiteclay,  Peterson  said.  They  will 
probably  be  in  Lincoln  or  in  Scottsbluff  or  Gering,  Neb.,  where  Johanns 
has  previously  scheduled  visits  planned. 

Johanns  is  eager  to  meet  with  the  Indian  leaders,  Peterson  said. 

Tom  Poor  Bear,  an  organizer  of  Saturday's  event,  said  Sunday  that 
neither  a visit  by  Johanns  nor  a break  in  the  investigations  into  the 
deaths  of  two  Sioux  men  three  weeks  ago  will  stop  Indians  from  trying  to 
halt  Whiteclay 's  bustling  beer  trade  or  asserting  that  the  reservation 
once  again  includes  the  town  of  about  25. 

"To  me,  even  if  the  case  is  solved  - which  I pray  and  hope  for  - and 
Whiteclay  is  still  open,  I feel  there  will  be  more  Lakota  deaths  if 
Whiteclay  is  kept  open,"  he  said  over  a hamburger  and  fries  at  Big  Bat's 
Texaco.  "It  will  not  end  until  it  is  closed  down  and  the  land  is  back  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lakota  people." 

Poor  Bear  is  a half-brother  of  Wilson  "Wally"  Black  Elk  Jr.,  40,  and  a 
cousin  of  Ronald  Hard  Heart,  39,  whose  bodies  were  found  June  8 just 
inside  the  reservation ' s borders  about  one-quarter  mile  north  of  Whiteclay 

Saturday's  rally  was  triggered  by  a lack  of  law  enforcement  information 
on  the  deaths,  frustration  over  Whiteclay 's  alcohol  business  and 
allegations  of  racism  by  Sheridan  County  residents  and  law  enforcement 
officials . 

Johanns  said  Sunday  from  Lincoln  that  while  the  two  Sioux  deaths  were 
tragic,  arson  is  illegal. 

"It's  a very  sad  statement.  It  doesn't  promote  any  cause,"  Johanns  said. 

"The  people  responsible  will  be  held  responsible...  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  people  got  together,  and  the  adrenalin  started  pumping." 

American  Indian  Movement  leaders  Russell  Means,  Dennis  Banks  and  Clyde 
Bellecourt  will  return  next  weekend.  Poor  Bear  said.  Banks  and  Bellecourt 
left  Sunday  for  their  homes  in  Minneapolis.  Means  was  to  leave  Monday  for 
his  home  in  California,  Poor  Bear  said. 

A letter  signed  by  Sioux  spiritual  leader  Oliver  Red  Cloud  was  to  be 
sent  Monday  to  Johanns,  asking  him  to  be  present  at  the  end  of  another 
Indian  walk  to  Whiteclay,  Poor  Bear  said.  He  also  planned  to  contact  the  U 
S.  Justice  Department,  the  Nebraska  Liquor  Control  Commission,  the 
Nebraska  Indian  Commission  and  the  Sheridan  County  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

"It's  not  going  to  be  a letter  demanding  the  governor  be  here,"  he  said. 
"It's  going  to  be  an  invitation  for  him  to  come  down  and  deal  with  this 
matter  in  a responsible  way." 

Johanns  noted  that  he  has  visited  all  the  American  Indian  reservations 
in  Nebraska. 

Johanns  said  AIM  members'  demands  to  return  Whiteclay  to  the  Oglala 
Sioux  were  rhetoric. 

"They  know  I don't  control  that  land,"  he  said. 

Nebraska  law  enforcement  officials  reopened  Whiteclay  to  traffic  Sunday, 
but  Nebraska  State  Patrol  cars  and  Sheridan  County  Sheriff's  Office 
cruisers  were  in  full  view.  Whiteclay' s handful  of  businesses  remained 
closed  Sunday,  including  the  four  beer  outlets  and  VJ ' s Market,  the  looted 
store. 

Most  businesses  appeared  to  be  reopening  Monday,  said  Tom  Hotz,  owner  of 
the  Whiteclay  Jack  and  Jill. 

Whiteclay  was  quiet  after  the  Saturday  violence,  said  Terri  Teuber, 
spokeswoman  for  the  Nebraska  State  Patrol.  Most  residents  left  town 
Saturday  to  spend  the  night  elsewhere.  They  began  returning  Sunday. 

Troopers  scaled  back  their  presence  Sunday  and  Monday. 

When  the  rally  began,  leaders  led  the  walkers  through  Whiteclay,  then 
turned  around  and  returned  to  the  north  edge  of  town  for  speeches.  About 
1:45  p.m.,  the  rally  appeared  to  be  breaking  up.  Some  demonstrators  who 
had  scattered  up  and  down  Whiteclay' s four-block-long  main  street  tore 
down  the  "Welcome  to  Nebraska"  sign  and  carted  it  off  to  the  other  end  of 


town,  egged  on  by  rally  leaders. 

"Let's  take  that  Nebraska  sign  back  where  it  belongs  - way  over  there!" 
Poor  Bear  said  as  the  sign  came  down. 

About  25  to  30  people  then  started  throwing  cans  at  the  windows  of  Vi's, 
after  which  an  unknown  number  of  people  broke  into  the  store,  looted  it 
and  started  a fire.  After  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  tribal  police  moved 
in  and  firefighters  from  Pine  Ridge  tried  to  contain  the  fire.  Poor  Bear 
and  other  rally  leaders  persuaded  demonstrators  to  leave  the  town  and 
return  to  Pine  Ridge. 

No  one  was  seriously  injured.  No  arrests  had  been  made  as  of  Monday 
morning,  but  the  investigation  continued. 

Tribal  police  estimated  the  size  of  the  rally  at  250  walkers  and  150 
cars,  although  Poor  Bear  said  that  up  to  1,500  people  took  part.  He  said 
he  felt  at  peace  despite  the  violence,  adding  that  Vi's  owners  had 
mistreated  Indians  in  the  past  while  Hotz  at  lack  and  lill  respected  and 
helped  Indian  customers. 

"What  was  so  beautiful  was  that  when  we  left  Whiteclay,  there  were  two 
eagles  flying  over  where  the  bodies  were  found,"  he  said.  "That  means 
Tukashala  (the  Great  Spirit)  sent  Wally  and  Ron  down  in  eagle  form  to  fly 
over  us,  watch  over  us  and  protect  us." 

Four  officers  from  the  Sheridan  County  Sheriff's  Office  were  joined  by 
17  Nebraska  State  Patrol  officers  and  25  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  police 
officers  in  stopping  the  outburst. 

Poor  Bear  and  AIM  leaders  contend  that  Whiteclay  should  be  inside  the 
Pine  Ridge  reservation  - not  just  outside  it. 

Indian  leaders  should  be  pursuing  that  claim  in  the  courts  where  it 
belongs,  said  Nebraska  State  Sen.  Bob  Wickersham  of  Harrison,  who 
represents  the  northern  Panhandle.  He  said  he  doubts  that  ending 
Whiteclay 's  annual  beer  sales  of  4 million  cans  would  stop  Indians  from 
driving  outside  the  officially  alcohol-free  reservation  for  beer.  If  the 
reservation  line  was  moved  10  miles  south,  "the  businesses  will  be  moved 
11  miles  south,"  said  Wickersham. 

Meanwhile,  others  in  both  Sheridan  County  and  Pine  Ridge  said  AIM 
leaders  don't  realize  that  many  whites  and  Indians  in  the  area  have 
learned  to  live  in  peace  in  the  years  since  the  1972  slaying  of  Raymond 
Yellow  Thunder  of  Gordon  and  the  71-day  AIM-led  occupation  of  Wounded  Knee 
S.D.,  in  1973. 

At  the  Catholic  Church  of  Immaculate  Conception  in  Rushville,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Karnish  led  parishioners  Sunday  morning  in  prayers  for  peace  and 
the  poor. 

"That  the  difficulties  yesterday  in  Whiteclay  not  poison  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  people  of  good  will,  we  pray  to  the  Lord,"  he  said. 

After  the  Mass,  longtime  Rushville-area  residents  Charles  Hinn,  73,  and 
Stella  Otte,  74,  said  the  area's  Indians  and  whites  will  suffer  from  the 
perceptions  being  spread  by  AIM  leaders.  Hinn,  owner  of  several  businesses 
in  Rushville,  Gordon  and  Scottsbluff,  Neb.,  said  he  has  some  second- 
generation  Indian  customers  and  has  worked  hard  to  build  respect  and  trust 
on  the  reservation. 

But  "the  misconceptions  of  people  - the  people  in  Rushville  when  they 
see  people  out  of  order  or  drunk  in  Whiteclay  - they  misjudge  the  people," 
Hinn  said.  "They  don't  see  all  the  good  people  up  there  who  have  nice 
homes  and  pay  their  bills  and  go  to  work  every  day." 

Otte,  a retired  nurse,  put  in  many  years  tending  to  Indians  in 
reservation  and  Sheridan  County  hospitals  and  teaching  nursing  to  Pine 
Ridge  residents.  She  watches  Indian  and  white  youths  play  sports  on  the 
same  teams  and  attend  high  school  proms  with  little  concern  for  the  color 
of  each  other's  skin,  she  said. 

"There  are  so  many  people  here  who  have  good  friends  up  there,  people  up 
there  who  have  good  friends  down  here,  who  feel  it's  wrong  to  let  things 
that  happened  years  ago  ruin  the  progress  that  we've  made  here,"  Otte  said 
"Does  hatred  ever  conquer  evil?  I don't  think  so." 

Later,  at  Big  Bat's,  Eugene  Black  Bear  3r.  of  Wounded  Knee  said  hatred 
hurts  Indians  and  whites  alike.  "The  ones  that  hate,  they're  the  ones  who 
make  trouble  for  the  innocent  people,"  said  Black  Bear,  58.  "They're  the 
ones  who  get  killed." 


Dasper  Spotted  Elk  Big  Foot,  71,  said  he  didn't  like  Means,  Banks  and 
Bellecount  and  doubted  that  they  were  making  their  case  the  right  way.  His 
grandfather.  Big  Foot,  was  the  leader  of  the  Sioux  band  massacred  by  the  U. 
S.  Army  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1890. 

"Let  them  talk,"  he  said.  "Whatever  they're  talking  about,  they've  got 
to  do  it  right." 


World-Herald  staff  writers  David  Hendee,  Nancy  Hicks, 

Erin  Grace  and  Leslie  Reed  contributed  to  this  report. 
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In  Land  of  Wounded  Knee  and  1973  Siege,  Tribal  Outrage  Rises  Anew 

By  STEPHANIE  SIMON  <Stephanie . Simon@latimes . com> 

Times  Staff  Writer 

PINE  RIDGE,  S.D.  --  It's  about  pain. 

It's  about  poverty  so  stark,  the  median  income  falls  $20,000 
below  the  national  average.  And  health  so  poor,  life  expectancy  for 
men  is  a bleak  56.  And  jobs  so  scarce,  unemployment  runs  above  80%. 

It's  about  all  these  problems  and  more. 

But  the  flash  point--the  trigger  that  roused  the  Oglala  Lakota 
on  this  desolate  reservation  to  rally  Saturday  for  the  second  angry 
week  in  a row--was  beer. 

Too  much  beer,  too  easily  available. 

The  Lakota  long  have  banned  alcohol  on  their  reservation  here  in 
southwest  South  Dakota,  a vast  and  remote  territory  that  spills  from 
shadowy  buttes  to  rolling  plains  of  wildflowers.  It's  illegal  to  sell 
alcohol  here,  and  it's  illegal  as  well  to  bring  it  here  or  to  drink 
it  here. 

But  just  two  miles  down  the  road,  across  the  state  line  in 
Nebraska,  the  tiny  unincorporated  town  of  Whiteclay  has  no  such 
prohibition.  Whiteclay,  population  22,  has  four  liquor  stores  lining 
its  one  scruffy  block.  It  sells  more  than  4 million  cans  of  beer  a 
year,  according  to  Native  American  leaders. 

Crumpled  cans  of  Budweiser,  Busch  and  Colt  45  malt  liquor  litter 
the  road  back  to  Pine  Ridge.  Car  crashes  and  boozy  assaults  are  all 
too  common  along  the  way--as  are  drunks  bumming  money  or  passed  out 
on  the  road. 

Public  intoxication  is  by  far  the  most  common  criminal  charge  on 
the  reservation.  And  tribal  police  made  more  than  1,100  arrests  last 
year  for  drunken  driving- -this  in  a community  of  just  24,000,  where 
many  of  the  adults  do  not  have  cars. 

Among  sober  residents  of  the  reservation,  resentment  of 
Whiteclay  runs  high.  When  two  Pine  Ridge  men  were  found  dead  in  a 
ditch  off  the  main  road  to  Whiteclay  last  month--murdered,  police 
said,  though  they  have  identified  no  suspects--the  simmering 
frustration  exploded. 

According  to  rumor,  a Whiteclay  businessman  or  a Nebraska 
sheriff's  deputy  was  the  killer.  And  though  the  FBI  offered  a $15,000 
reward  for  information,  many  Lakota  believe  that  detectives  are 
slacking  off  on  the  investigation  because  they  don't  care  who  killed 
two  unemployed  Indians  on  their  way  home  from  buying  beer. 

Outraged  over  the  murders,  outraged  about  beer  and  outraged  too 
about  long-standing  claims  that  the  land  under  Whiteclay  should  be 
part  of  their  reservation,  Lakota  tribal  leaders  decided  that  it  was 
time  to  stand  up  and  shout. 


They  invited  three  old  firebrands  from  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  all  veterans  of  the  1973  standoff  with  federal  officials 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  at  Wounded  Knee,  to  lead  them. 

Setting  aside  personal  spats  that  had  kept  them  apart  for  years, 
Russell  Means,  Clyde  Bellecourt  and  Dennis  Banks--all  considered 
founders  of  the  Native  American  civil  rights  movement--converged 
on  the  reservation  last  week  to  run  two  "rallies  for  justice." 

A Dune  26  march  disintegrated  into  violence  when  a few  dozen 
protesters--apparently  intoxicated--smashed  the  windows  of  a 
Whiteclay  grocery  store  and  stole  cigarettes,  soda  and  watermelon 
before  setting  the  building  on  fire.  The  outburst  frightened 
Whiteclay  merchants,  who  said  that  the  mounting  anger  took  them  by 
surprise  after  years  of  mostly  amicable  relationships  with  Native 
Americans . 

"I  feel  the  tension  now,"  said  Tim  Hotz,  owner  of  another 
Whiteclay  grocery  store.  "But  I never  felt  it  before." 

Hoping  to  prevent  further  trouble,  Whiteclay' s 22  residents 
shuttered  their  stores  and  evacuated  the  town  Friday  as  100  Nebraska 
state  troopers  moved  in  to  block  off  the  area.  The  officers  remained 
in  position  Saturday,  standing  three-deep  in  full  riot  gear  on  the 
state  line  to  prevent  marchers  from  entering  Whiteclay.  Means  led 
several  Native  Americans  through  the  police  lines  anyway,  and  he  and 
eight  others  were  promptly  arrested.  But  the  hundreds  of  other 
marchers  retreated  to  a nearby  lawn  to  chant  prayers  and  sing  to 
the  beat  of  traditional  drums. 

Their  largely  peaceful  Saturday  march  was  surely  passionate. 

More  than  550  Native  Americans  hiked  under  a blistering  sun,  stopping 
several  times  along  the  way  to  pray. 

"There  is  rage  here,  America,"  Banks  shouted  at  one  point  to 
rousing  cheers.  "Don't  you  understand?  There  is  rage  here." 

Bellecourt,  an  imposing  man  with  a long  ponytail  just  starting 
to  gray,  added  his  indignation:  "What's  happening  in  Pine  Ridge  now 
is  a symbol  of  what's  happening  all  over  the  nation.  Somewhere  in 
America,  we  have  to  make  a stand.  We  made  a stand  here  in  1973,  and 
we're  making  a stand  here  now." 

He  wasn't  just  talking  about  beer. 

Indeed,  though  they  called  again  and  again  for  Whiteclay  to  shut 
down  all  alcohol  sales,  the  beer  was  for  many  protesters  a stand-in 
for  deeper  concerns  about  the  future  of  their  reservation- -about  the 
future,  in  fact,  of  all  Native  Americans. 

They  spoke,  with  despair,  of  the  scourge  of  alcoholism,  of  the 
hopelessness  that  comes  when  only  one  or  two  adults  in  10  can  find 
work.  They  spoke  of  their  frustration  with  law  enforcement  officials 
who  have  not  yet  tracked  down  the  killers  of  Ronald  Hard  Heart  and 
Wilson  Black  Elk,  the  two  men  found  decomposing  by  the  roadside. 

They  spoke  too  of  their  anger  at  feeling  ignored.  True, 

President  Clinton  is  scheduled  to  visit  the  reservation  Wednesday, 
a trip  scheduled  long  before  the  rallies,  to  discuss  economic 
development.  But  in  general,  many  Lakota  complained,  Americans  seem 
more  concerned  about  Kosovo  than  the  appalling  conditions  on 
reservations  in  their  heartland. 

"They  just  don't  care,"  said  Eileen  Danis,  38. 

"Blacks,  whites,  Hispanics,  Asians,  Dews--their  causes  all  get 
a lot  more  attention  than  ours,"  agreed  Michael  Yellow  Bird,  an 
assistant  professor  in  the  Native  American  studies  department  at  the 
University  of  Kansas.  "It's  very  frustrating  for  indigenous  peoples 
to  be  ignored  in  their  own  homeland.  This  is  our  country,  after  all." 

By  bringing  back  big-name  AIM  leaders  Means,  Banks  and 
Bellecourt,  Pine  Ridge  residents  said  that  they  hope  to  give  their 
lagging  civil  rights  movement  a new  spark. 

Or,  as  Danis  put  it:  "We  need  to  tell  the  people  here  that  we 
don't  have  to  take  it  anymore." 

During  the  71-day  standoff  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1973,  the  AIM 
leadership  "talked  about  self-governance,  about  how  we  needed  to 
control  our  own  destiny,"  said  Roberta  Ecoffey,  51.  For  a time,  she 


recalled,  that  message  held  sway  at  Pine  Ridge.  People  living  on  the 
reservation  took  pride  in  their  heritage,  resurrected  old  traditions 
like  sun  dances  and  sweat  lodges  and  worked  hard  to  make  their 
reservation  a better  place.  But  now,  the  momentum  has  slipped. 

The  AIM  stalwarts,  she  said,  "needed  to  be  here  again." 

The  faded  little  reservation  town  of  Pine  Ridge  is  a jumble  of 
trailers  and  ranch  homes,  some  with  satellite  dishes  out  front,  more 
with  clotheslines  out  back.  There's  a Pizza  Hut  and  a Taco  John's,  a 
gas  station  and,  on  this  Duly  Fourth  weekend,  several  fireworks 
stands . 

But  more  than  its  buildings.  Pine  Ridge  is  about  history.  The 
1890  massacre  by  U.S.  Army  troops  of  at  least  150  Native  Americans 
at  nearby  Wounded  Knee  remains  a potent  symbol  of  injustice  for  the 
American  Indian  Movement. 

There's  triumph  here  too.  Many  residents  on  the  reservation 
trace  their  ancestry  to  the  great  Sioux  chiefs  Red  Cloud  and  Crazy 
Horse,  who  annihilated  Lt.  Col.  George  A.  Custer  and  his  troops  at 
the  battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  in  Montana  in  1876. 

But  history--even  history  plus  a few  feisty  rallies--may  not  be 
enough  to  spark  the  changes  so  many  at  Pine  Ridge  want. 

Though  they  sympathize  with  the  tribe's  concern  about 
alcoholism,  Nebraska  officials  said  that  they  cannot  stop  Whiteclay 
from  practicing  good  old-fashioned  capitalism.  The  only  way  to  shut 
down  the  liquor  stores,  they  said,  would  be  for  Native  Americans  to 
stop  patronizing  them  so  the  market  would  dry  up. 

Even  if  the  government  could  yank  the  liquor  licenses,  "you  have 
to  ask,  what  would  happen  if  Whiteclay  closed?"  asked  Nebraska  state 
Sen.  Bob  Wickersham,  who  represents  the  area.  "Human  behavior  being 
what  it  is,  if  you're  addicted  to  alcohol,  you're  going  to  get  it 
somehow. " 

Tribal  leaders  agreed  that  closing  Whiteclay' s liquor  stores 
would  not  end  alcoholism  on  the  reservation.  But  they  maintained  that 
removing  the  temptation  of  cheap  beer  within  walking  distance  of  Pine 
Ridge  would  deter  many  people  from  daily  binges. 

And  just  by  calling  attention  to  the  issue  Saturday,  rally 
organizers  said  that  they  had  scored  a victory. 

"Today  the  world  knows  our  dilemma,"  tribal  President  Harold 
Salway  said.  "Today  the  world  knows  our  poverty  and  our  abuse  of 
alcohol  served  from  Whiteclay.  And  how  it  denigrates  and  destroys  our 
spiritual  base." 
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- — "RE:  AIM  and  WhiteClay" 

Date:  Wed,  07  Dul  1999  14:11:21  -0400 
From:  Albert  RunningWolf  <arwolf@cnz.com> 

Subj : AIM  and  WhiteClay 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  was  received  from  a trusted  source 
>From  the  Offices  of:  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 
WHITE  CLAY  UPDATE 


E-mail  Address:  MADAGE@aol. 

Greetings 

I have  just  got  off  the  phone  with  AIM  leadership  at  Pine  Ridge.  The 
encampment  at  White  Clay  has  been  named  CAMP  JUSTICE.  At  present  this 
is  not  a military  style  occupation  but  our  warriors  have  brought  the 
town  to  a stand  still.  The  AIM  leadership  has  been  meeting  throughout  the 
night  and  have  decided  to  proceed  via  legal  avenues,  while  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  our  encampment  at  White  Clay.  I was  advised  a full 
blown  occupation  did  not  take  place  Saturday  due  to  the  large  number  of 
elders  & children  at  the  march. 

However  the  town  has  been  effectively  closed  down. 

I have  been  requested  by  the  AIM  leadership  to  put  out  a call  for 
warriors  to  be  at  CAMP  JUSTICE,  AKA  White  Clay  this  Saturday  early  in 
the  morning  for  a show  of  strength  and  commitment  to  our  people.  This 
action  will  most  probably  include  defending  the  lives  of  our  people  and 
Indian  land.  At  this  time.  Camp  Justice  is  no  place  for  children. 

Destruction  of  property  is  prohibited  by  AIM  leadership. 

The  property  and  buildings  at  White  Clay  will  be  turned  into  schools  and 
facilities  for  our  people.  If  you  come  to  Camp  Justice,  please  understand 
conditions  are  primitive  Please  understand  this  action  is  not  of  the 
tribal  leadership. 

It  is  of  the  Oglala  people  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT,  and  those  people 
dedicated  to  justice. 

It  is  my  plan  at  this  time  to  leave  from  Columbus,  Ohio  on  Thursday 
morning. 

My  route  will  be  through  Indianapolis,  Peoria,  Des  Moines.  Please  let  me 
know  if  anyone  wants  to  caravan  or  donate  much  needed  supplies.  I will 
confirm  that  later  today.  Thanks  for  all  the  prayers  and  words  of  support. 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE, 

STILL  STRONG! 

Albert  Running  Wolf 
Chairperson 

A.I.M.  Central  Indiana  Support  Group 

P.0.  Box  102 

Brookville,  IN  47012 

765  647-5362  (fax  & voice  mail) 

765  647-4947  (personal) 

...still  strong  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  struggle! 

"RE : Whiteclay"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Jul  1999  00:28:31  EDT 
From:  AIMAZ@aol.com 
Subj : WHITECLAY 

I just  got  off  the  phone  with  Floyd  Hand.  It  is  9:06  Arizona  time  and  he 
asked  that  the  following  information  be  sent  out. 

DONATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  SENT  ONLY  TO  HIM  OR  RUSSELL  MEANS.  The  address  has  been 
sent  out  however,  they  now  have  a bank  account  to  make  things  a little  less 
confusing.  The  tracking  number  is  10410371914  and  account  number  is  297658. 
The  bank  is  Stockmens  National  Bank  in  Rushmore,  Nebraska.  You  can  take  the 
donation  to  your  nearest  bank  and  have  them  do  a bank  to  bank  transfer.  This 
is  the  fastest  and  safest  way  to  get  the  money  to  WhiteClay.  Floyd  is  asking 
that  all  donations  be  made  to  that  account.  This  should  clear  up  any 
confusion  about  who  is  permitted  to  receive  donations  for  WhiteClay.  They 
will  be  needing  money  for  food,  oil,  gas,  bail,  etc.  He  also  asked  for 
anyone  out  there  who  has  a credit  card  and  would  be  willing  to  use  it  to 
secure  port-a-potties  for  the  next  30  days.  If  you  are  able  to  do  that, 
please  contact  Floyd  personally  at  605-867-5762.  They  are  still  asking  for 
people  to  come  and  join  Camp  Justice  however,  please  heed  the  warnings... 
Don't  travel  through  Nebraska  at  night  (especially  Indians),  please  come 
prepared  to  listen  to  the  wishes  of  the  Lakota  people  and  respect  their 
ways NO  WEAPONS,  NO  DRUGS,  NO  ALCOHOL.  This  is  also  not  a place  for 


children.  Posts  stating  that  donations  be  sent  anywhere  other  than  the 
above  mentioned  bank  account  or  to  Floyd  and  Russell  are  to  be  disregarded. 
In  Struggle, 

T 

Secretary,  AIM  AZ. 

"RE : Booze  Sales  Banned  On  Blackfeet  Reservation"  

Date:  Fri,  09  Dul  1999  10:45:17  GMT 
From:  wlfskr@leba.net  (Pat  Morris) 

Subj : Booze  Sales  Banned  On  Blackfeet  Reservation 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Booze  sales  banned  on  Blackfeet  reservation 
4.36  a.m.  ET  (836  GMT)  Duly  9,  1999 

BROWNING,  Mont.  (AP)  - A five-day  ban  on  alcohol  sales  on  the  Blackfeet 
Indian  Reservation  could  be  the  forerunner  of  year-round  prohibition. 

The  ban  from  Thursday  night  until  Monday  night  was  imposed  by  the 
Blackfeet  Tribal  Council  in  an  effort  to  control  drinking  during  North 
American  Indian  Days,  the  biggest  annual  celebration  on  the  reservation. 

"There  have  been  too  many  crashes  and  too  many  deaths  in  recent  months," 
said  Flerman  Whitegrass,  a chemical  dependency  counselor.  "We  have  to  take 
off  our  blinders  and  take  action  to  save  lives." 

The  ban  will  be  reinstated  during  next  month's  Fleart  Butte  Society 
Celebration,  and  tribe  officials  are  interested  in  prohibiting  alcohol 
sales  all  year.  They  plan  a series  of  public  meetings  on  the  idea. 
Whitegrass  said  officials  will  monitor  the  next  five  days  closely. 

"We  will  use  this  as  a measuring  stick,"  he  said.  "We  will  chart  how 
many  crashes  there  are  and  how  many  other  problems  - things  like  people 
going  to  the  emergency  room  for  things  like  abuse." 

Many  of  the  27  alcohol  vendors  on  the  reservation  near  Glacier  National 
Park  in  northern  Montana  say  permanently  prohibiting  sales  would  simply 
drive  people  off  the  reservation  to  buy  booze. 

"There  is  a problem.  I'll  admit  that,  but  I think  you're  compounding  the 
problem  by  taking  away  something  that's  legal  and  making  people  go  farther 
for  it,"  said  Norris  Gilham,  whose  mother  owns  Ick's  Place  bar  and  liquor 
store  in  Browning. 

"There's  a lot  of  enterprising  people  here.  They're  going  to  see  a way  to 
make  money  and  start  bootlegging." 

Tribal  law  already  bans  alcohol  sales  on  religious  holidays,  including 
Christmas  and  Easter. 
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Sitting  with  Maggie  a cpl  of  weeks  ago,  discussing  my  modest  contribution 
to  current  efforts  to  set  up  all-Indian  Mediators'  Network  & this  article 
explains  why  it's  so  necessary..  A small  smile  to  help  you  with  this  heavy 
story. . Wen  I first  proposed  the  idea  to  some  heavyweights  in  ADR 
(Alternative  Dispute  Resolution)  a few  mths  ago,  they  thought  I wanted  to 
be  a mediator.  "Have  you  done  much  work  in  situations  of  conflict?"  they 
asked.  & when  I smiled  & said  yes,  they  asked  at  what  school  I'd  learned 
my  conflict  resolution  skills..  "The  Kalishnikov  School",  I answered.  And 
believe  it  or  not  they  actually  wrote  it  down.,  (hehehe) 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 
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Leaders  worry  the  suffering  of  residential-school  victims  is 

exploited  by  fees  as  high  as  40  per  cent  of  awards 
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The  lawyers  came  to  the  Peigan  reserve  in  the  new  year,  pitching  justice 
and  promising  money. 

Word  had  spread  in  the  Alberta  community  before  they  arrived,  and  so 
about  50  people  gathered  in  the  rented  hall  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say.  The  strangers  were  dressed  in  weekend  clothes  as  if  to  woo  a crowd 
not  warmed  by  white  men  in  suits. 

They  spoke  for  a while,  about  suffering  and  lawsuits,  and  then  they  set 
to  work  signing  people  up.  A lawyer  claimed  each  corner  of  the  hall,  and 
one  by  one,  the  people  would  sit  before  them  and  tell  how  they'd  been 
slapped  and  punched  and  fondled  in  a dreadful  institution  so  many  years 
ago. 

They  scrawled  their  names  on  a contract,  agreeing  to  pay  as  much  as  40 
per  cent  of  whatever  their  suffering  was  deemed  worth  by  the  courts,  and 
the  lawyers  packed  up  and  went  away. 

Residential-school  claims  have  become  a burgeoning  industry  for  Canada's 
legal  profession,  with  a lot  of  money  to  be  made. 

"To  bring  this  all  up  about  the  residential  schools  is  so  hard,"  said 
Elizabeth  Crow  Flag,  a member  of  the  Peigan  First  Nation  who  lived  in 
one  of  the  schools  for  most  of  her  childhood,  and  attended  part  of  the 
meeting.  "There  are  all  kinds  of  lawyers  jumping  into  this.  They're 
going  to  make  all  kinds  of  money  off  us." 

As  cases  grow,  Ottawa  becomes  increasingly  anxious  about  its  liability 
for  its  role  in  the  school  system,  which  removed  native  children  from 
their  homes  and  placed  them  in  institutions  where  many  endured  physical 
and  sexual  abuse. 

The  federal  government  already  estimates  that  current  lawsuits  --  which 
total  more  than  3,330,  divided  among  about  two  dozen  lawyers  --  could 
cost  $330-million  or  an  average  of  $100,000  each,  although  that  is 
assuming  they  are  settled  out  of  court,  and  does  not  account  for  former 
students  who  have  yet  to  come  forward. 

But  there  is  a distasteful  flavour,  perhaps  unavoidable,  to  the  legal 
business  of  residential-school  abuse. 

Since  most  of  their  clients  cannot  afford  to  pay  hourly  fees,  lawyers 
take  these  cases  on  contingency,  getting  a percentage  of  the  final 
award.  In  some  provinces,  the  lawyer's  cut  if  the  claim  goes  to  trial 
can  be  as  hefty  as  45  per  cent  --  the  subject  of  much  grumbling  in 
native  communities.  To  get  those  contracts,  lawyer  are  recruiting  new 
clients  through  public  meetings,  personal  phone  calls,  even  ads  in  the 
yellow  pages.  And  native  leaders  are  raising  concerns  that  the  system 
might  be  exploiting  their  people  yet  again. 

Late  last  year,  Phil  Fontaine,  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  fired  off  a letter  to  the  country's  law  societies,  objecting  to 
the  heavy-handed  tactics  of  some  lawyers. 

Last  month,  the  Law  Society  of  Saskatchewan  passed  a new  rule  that 
prevents  its  members  from  holding  meetings  in  communities  unless  they 
are  invited  by  prospective  clients,  and  requires  them  to  mark  all 
documents  sent  by  mail  to  solicit  business  as  "advertising  material." 

The  regulation,  a specific  reaction  to  the  residential-school  issue, 
refers  to  clients  in  "weakened  states"  and  forbids  lawyers  to  settle  fee 
arrangements  until  they  meet  with  each  client. 

In  fact,  the  Law  Society  of  Saskatchewan  is  investigating  a complaint 
against  a team  of  lawyers  who  held  a meeting  on  a southern  British 
Columbia  reserve  for  former  students  of  residential  schools  from  several 
communities,  including  the  Pavilion  First  Nation. 

The  law  society  appointed  an  investigation  committee  --  the  step 


preceding  any  ultimate  formal  charge  --  after  receiving  the  complaint 
from  B.C.'s  Provincial  Residential  School  Project.  The  native 
organization  complained  to  the  law  society  that  the  two  Saskatchewan 
lawyers  --  Tim  Turple  and  Mike  Mantyka,  of  the  Merchant  Law  Group  -- 
travelled  to  the  reserve  to  "recruit  victims"  and  "make  money"  at  their 
expense,  without  taking  into  account  the  trauma  that  people  may  suffer 
in  recounting  their  experiences. 

"The  vultures  are  coming.  They  know  where  the  money  is,"  said  Rick  Alec, 
a counsellor  on  the  Pavilion  reserve  and  a former  residential-school 
student,  who  forwarded  the  complaint  to  the  residential-school  project. 

He  said  people  are  recounting  their  years  at  the  institutions  for  the 
first  time  to  lawyers  --  not  therapists  --  and  are  not  being  informed 
fully  about  the  stress  of  testifying  at  trial. 

"People  talk  about  getting  rich  off  it;  they're  not  told  what  they  have 
to  do  to  get  it.  The  bottom  line  is:  I want  your  name  on  this  contract." 

He  added  later:  "My  people  are  not  ready  for  it.  There's  about  five 
generations  of  hurt  here." 

But  Mr.  Turple  said  his  firm,  which  represents  about  3,000  former 
students  of  the  schools,  was  responding  to  an  invitation  from  an  elder 
in  the  community.  He  said  the  reserve  had  counsellors  at  the  meeting. 

And  he  said  that  he  and  Mr.  Mantyka  participated  in  a sweat  lodge 
afterward . 

"We  don't  drive  around  to  reserves  recruiting  people,"  said  Mr.  Turple, 
who  did  not  want  to  comment  specifically  on  the  complaint.  "We're 
extremely  sensitive  to  the  pain  people  have  experienced.  Wherever 
possible,  when  court  action  opens  up  old  wounds,  those  affected  must 
have  the  benefit  of  counselling." 

Still,  other  lawyers  recognize  the  dangerous  ground,  particularly  with 
the  numbers  of  claims  growing.  "Usually  lawyers  don't  get  big  cases  in 
bunches,"  said  David  Paterson,  one  of  the  lawyers  representing  former 
residential-school  students  in  a case  in  Port  Alberni,  B.C.  "But  if  you 
have  a slew  of  major  cases,  and  clients  who  are  inexpert  in  dealing  with 
lawyers,  then  the  potential  [for  problems]  is  there.  I've  heard  enough 
stories  to  believe  that  there  are  problems  out  there." 

Maggie  Hodgson,  the  residential-school  policy  adviser  for  the  AFN,  has 
her  own  stories.  She  remembers  the  day  that  a sobbing  middle-aged  native 
man  knocked  on  the  door  of  her  Edmonton  home.  He  had  just  come  from  a 
lawyer's  lobby,  where  he  had  been  asked  to  fill  out  a questionnaire 
recounting  the  abuse  he  had  experienced.  Then  he  was  sent  away,  without 
even  talking  to  the  lawyer  he  had  just  hired. 

"He  passed  in  the  questionnaire  and  that  was  it,"  Ms.  Hodgson  said.  "He 
was  writing  about  sexual  abuse  and  it  was  very  frightening  to  put  it 
down  on  paper,  particularly  when  you  haven't  talked  about  it  for  30 
years . " 

Ms.  Hodgson,  who  is  working  with  the  federal  government  on  a program  to 
resolve  claims  out  of  court,  hears  regular  concerns  from  communities 
across  Western  Canada  about  exorbitant  contingency  fees,  and  the 
meetings  lawyers  have  been  holding  --  which  she  considers  a "feeding 
frenzy"  on  reserves. 

"Lawyers  have  150  to  200  people  fill  out  a questionnaire  without  any 
care  or  concern,"  Ms.  Hodgson  said.  "People  die  that  way.  Or  they  get 
back  to  drinking  after  they've  been  sober  for  a long  time." 

The  meetings  occasionally  occur  in  communities  in  which  a local  lawyer 
already  represents  many  residents.  Some  victims  who  have  already  signed 
with  the  outside  lawyers  have  been  asked  to  speak  before  a crowd  of 
prospective  clients.  "That's  like  using  the  victims  to  market  their 
firm,"  Ms.  Hodgson  said.  "It's  like,  'I  have  a barbecue  and  I can 
testify  it's  a top-line  barbecue,'  except  that  they're  doing  it  to 
people  who  are  very  vulnerable." 

Native  leaders  have  linked  a number  of  suicides  on  reserves  in  the  past 
few  years  to  the  stress  of  discussing  abuse  for  civil  suits  or  criminal 
cases . 

Marlon  Watts  is  convinced  that  is  why  his  brother  died,  just  a few 
months  after  he  testified  in  the  Port  Alberni  case.  He  was  drinking 
heavily,  Mr.  Watts  says,  and  one  night  in  October,  he  fell  off  the 


Nanaimo  sea  wall  and  drowned. 

"It  was  really  tough  for  him/'  said  Mr.  Watts,  who  is  also  a plaintiff 
in  the  case.  "He'd  never  seen  a therapist.  I never  heard  my  brother's 
own  story  until  that  day  in  court." 

Mr.  Watts  says  he  regrets  going  ahead  with  the  lawsuit.  People  "don't 
realize  how  serious  this  is,"  he  said. 

But  the  legal  community  has  its  own  case  to  make.  Many  of  the  former 
students  live  in  remote  communities,  and  lawyers  say  town-hall  style 
meetings  are  the  best  way  to  reach  them,  to  let  them  know  that  they  have 
the  right  to  sue  over  the  abuse. 

"We  are  trying  to  get  the  message  to  these  people,"  said  Tony  Merchant, 
who  adds  that  his  firm  often  visits  reserves  by  invitation  from  the  band 
council.  "It's  the  only  way  they're  going  to  get  the  message.  They're 
not  getting  it  from  newspapers  and  the  electronic  media." 

The  work  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  potential  clients 
are  poorly  educated  --  some  speak  little  English  or  do  not  read  it  -- 
and  are  unfamiliar  with  the  legal  system. 

When  faced  with  complaints  about  high  contingency  fees,  lawyers  such 
as  Mr.  Merchant,  who  criticizes  native  leaders  for  not  making  an  issue 
of  residential  schools  years  ago,  point  out  that  if  they  did  not  take 
chances  on  these  cases,  the  victims  would  never  see  justice.  A 35  or 
40-per-cent  contingency  fee,  they  say,  is  fairly  average  in  lawsuits 
over  automobile  accidents. 

Many  reserves  are  organizing  their  own  meetings  with  lawyers  to  educate 
their  people.  But  more  natives  working  with  former  residential-school 
students  believe  that  lawyers  should  not  enter  the  picture  until  the 
person  concerned  has  dealt  with  the  past,  through  therapy  or  healing 
circles . 

"You  walk  to  the  darkest  side  of  your  life,"  Mr.  Alec  said,  "and  you 
just  hope  you  come  back  in  one  piece.  We're  great  survivors.  Now  it's 
time  for  us  to  learn  how  to  live." 
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Cultural  Extravaganza  Draws  International  Stars 

A cultural  extravaganza  planned  by  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  is 
expected  to  be  a major  attraction  for  the  5,000  leaders,  delegates  and 
spectators  who  will  descend  on  Vancouver  for  the  Annual  General  Assembly 
in  Duly. 

The  extravaganza,  to  be  held  Thursday  evening.  Duly  22,  at  the 
Renaissance  Hotel,  will  feature  performances  by  critically-acclaimed 
musicians,  dancers  and  comedians  such  as  Red  Bone  and  A.  Paul  Ortega. 

"This  event  will  be  truly  spectacular.  We  have  an  incredible  line  up  of 
legendary  performers  representing  all  of  the  Indigenous  nations.  It's 
definitely  a must  see,"  said  Dennifer  Wood,  event  organizer. 

Red  Bone  is  one  of  the  most  successful  Native  American  rock  bands  in 
history.  With  30  years  experience,  five  world  tours  and  record  sales  of 
18  million,  the  band  is  one  of  the  headliners  for  the  cultural 
performances.  For  those  with  milder  tastes,  there's  the  music  of  A.  Paul 
Ortega,  an  elder  and  tribal  chairman  of  the  Mescalero  Apache  Nation  in 
Mexico.  Mr.  Ortega  is  well  respected  by  his  peers  for  his  country/folk 
style.  His  original  music  and  albums  have  sold  millions  throughout  North 
America . 

Don  Burnstick  of  the  Alexander  Cree  First  Nation  in  Alberta  will  offer 
spectators  a few  good  laughs.  Mr.  Burnstick  is  one  of  the  top  First 
Nations  comedians  in  Canada.  His  understanding  of  grassroots  lifestyles 
and  perspectives  makes  for  a unique  set.  He  recently  appeared  on  the 


Tonight  Show  with  Hay  Leno. 

Other  performers  include  the  "Xipe  Totec"  Aztec  Dancers,  Tom  Ware  and 
Blues  Nation,  the  Freebird  Band  of  Manitoba  and  the  "Warrior's  Dream" 
Dancers . 

There  will  be  a small  entrance  fee  for  the  extravaganza.  Other  cultural 
activities  include  a family  pow  wow  at  the  B.C.  Friendship  Centre  and  a 
Salmon  Barbecue  and  Cultural  Night  at  the  Squamish  First  Nation  on  Duly 
20.  There  will  also  be  entertainment  at  the  Honouring  Dinner  on  Duly  21. 
For  more  information,  contact  Boye  Ladd  at  (306)  596-7359. 
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Editorial 

Peltier  Case  Reveals  Double  Standard  in  the  Dustice  System 

In  Indian  Country,  there  are  events  that  serve  as  constant  reminders 
that  we  still  have  a long  way  to  go  to  be  treated  fairly  on  Turtle 
Island.  There's  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George,  concerning  which 
calls  for  an  independent  inquiry  have  never  been  answered.  The  shooting 
deaths  of  a mother  and  her  child  in  Tsuu  T'ina  and  another  young  man  in 
Whitehorse  are  other  reminders  that  we  suffer  more  harshly  from  the 
justice  system  than  others. 

Another  such  travesty  of  justice  is  the  continued  imprisonment  of 
Leonard  Peltier  for  the  incident  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  1975. 
Leonard  was  charged,  convicted  and  imprisoned  for  the  shooting  deaths  of 
two  FBI  agents.  However,  over  time,  it's  been  shown  that  there's  no 
proof  that  he  ever  fired  the  shots  which  killed  the  officers. 

Furthermore,  his  extradition  from  Canada  wasn't  even  legal.  It  was 
secured  under  false  pretenses,  with  affidavits  containing  fabricated  and 
false  information. 

We  all  remember  the  case  of  David  Lamont  and  Christine  Spencer,  the 
two  Canadians  who  were  convicted  in  Brazil  of  kidnapping  a wealthy 
businessman  and  forcibly  confining  him,  all  in  support  of  a 
revolutionary  group  in  Brazil.  The  Canadian  government  fought  for  their 
release,  even  after  it  was  proven  that  they  were  in  fact  guilty  and  they 
had  admitted  to  the  crime.  Lloyd  Axworthy,  the  minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  other  ministers  such  as  Allan  Rock  and  Anne  McLellan  all 
lobbied  publicly  and  privately  for  their  release.  The  Government  of 
Canada  actively  supported  their  transfer  to  a Canadian  prison  to 
complete  their  jail  terms  (they  were  released  from  prison  a few  days 
after  their  transfer  from  the  Brazilian  jail).  Then  there's  the  on-going 
campaign  to  prevent  convicted  murderer  Stan  Faulder  from  being  executed 
in  Texas  for  the  murder  of  a woman  in  1975.  Some  of  these  ministers,  if 
not  all,  are  involved  in  every  effort  to  save  his  life. 

This  is  where  First  Nations  citizens  really  have  to  question  the  scales 
of  justice  in  Canada  when  they  are  involved.  When  was  the  last  time 
these  crusaders  for  the  rights  and  freedom  of  the  unjustly  accused  or 
the  unfairly  treated  spoke  in  defense  of  Leonard  Peltier?  The  courts 
have  recognized  that  Peltier  was  illegally  extradited  but  the  Canadian 
government  has  never  so  much  as  recognized  that  fact,  much  less  done 
anything  to  correct  the  injustice.  It's  time  we  spoke  out  about  Leonard 
Peltier  and  his  case.  The  government  must  act  if  we  are  ever  to  believe 
that  the  law  of  the  land  applies  equally  to  First  Nations  citizens  and 
non-Aboriginal  Canadians.  Only  when  the  government  puts  as  much  effort 
in  securing  his  release  as  it  did  for  Lamont  and  Spencer  and  in  at 
tempting  to  prevent  the  execution  of  Faulder  will  we  believe  that  there 


is  justice  for  us  in  Canada.  Until  then,  it's  fair  to  say  that  the  law 
has  two  standards,  one  for  First  Nations  and  another  for  the  rest  of 
Canada . 

Lloyd  Axworthy's  phone  number  is  (613)  995-1972  (E-mail  address: 
axworthy . l@parl .gc . ca) , Anne  McLellan's  phone  number  is  (613)  992-4621 
(E-mail:  McLellan . A@parl . gc . ca)  and  Allan  Rock's  phone  number  is  (613) 
941-1266  (E-mail:  rock. a@parl . gc . ca) . Let  them  know  what  you  think  about 
this  case.  If  we  speak  as  one,  we  will  make  a big  difference  in 
correcting  this  travesty  of  justice, 
lean  LaRose 
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1999  AGA  Represents  First  True  Meeting  of  First  Nations  and  Indian  Tribes 
By  Gail  Boyd 

This  summer's  joint  gathering  between  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  represents  an  historic  first 
in  North  America. 

Although  the  First  Nations  of  Canada  and  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United 
States  first  came  together  60  years  ago,  this  meeting  is  the  first-ever 
planned  by  Indians,  for  Indians  and  focusing  on  the  advancement  of  our 
Nations,  something  organizers  of  the  last  gathering  would  have  never 
imagined . 

The  University  of  Toronto  and  Yale  University  hosted  the  initial 
gathering  through  a conference  entitled  "The  North  American  Indian 
Today".  Held  in  Toronto  from  Sept.  4 - 16,  1939,  the  conference  brought 
together  anthropologists,  sociologists,  officials,  missionaries, 
traders,  as  well  as  Indians,  to  confer  on  the  question  of  the  past, 
present  and  possible  future  of  the  350,000  Indians  in  the  United  States 
and  the  115,000  Indians  in  Canada. 

Organizers  planned  the  meeting  with  the  hope  that  "in  the  spirit  of 
mutual  quest,  respect  and  understanding,  we  may  reveal  the  actual 
condition  today  of  the  white  man's  Indian  wards,  and  in  a scientific, 
objective  and  sympathetic  spirit,  plan  with  them  for  their  future." 

Conference  topics  included,  as  related  to  both  countries,  the  History  of 
White  Expansion,  History  and  Policies  of  Indian  Administration,  Economic 
Problems  of  the  Indian,  Indian  Land  Problems,  Indian  Health  Problems, 
Problems  of  Indian  Education,  and  The  Problem  of  Race  Tension,  among 
others . 

"The  Indian  problem  is  one  of  acculturation,  that  is,  the  effect  which 
Western  civilization  has  had  on  Indian  peoples  who  not  so  long  ago  lived 
under  another  civilization.  By  civilization,  is  meant  the  sum  total  of 
the  material,  social,  intellectual,  spiritual,  and  recreational  life  of 
a people;  in  other  words,  the  way  a people  live  and  the  way  they  look  at 
life,"  wrote  Professor  Charles  T.  Loram,  Department  of  Race  Relations, 

Yale  University  and  conference  chairman. 

"We  are  deliberately  setting  out  to  modify  the  Indigenous  culture  of 
the  Indians,"  wrote  Professor  Loram,  adding  that  in  the  end,  the 
civilization  of  the  white  man  must  prevail. 

"The  culture  of  500,000  Indians  or  even  10  million  Indians  if  we  include 
Mexico,  cannot  prevail  over  that  of  140  million  whites,  particularly 
when  the  white  man's  culture  is  so  convenient,  so  powerful,  and  so 
dominating  - no  one  really  believes  that  Indian  culture  can  ultimately 
prevail  on  the  American  continent.  A number  of  fine  people,  including  a 
large  number  of  Indians,  honestly  believe  that  the  sooner  the  Indian 


divests  himself  of  his  hereditary  culture  and  becomes  a member  of  the 
general  citizenry  and  a participator  in  the  dominant  culture,  the 
better,"  he  said. 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Indian  members  of  the  conference,  however, 
seemed  to  indicate  otherwise. 

Resolution  No.  2 reads,  "Whereas  it  is  the  democratic  ideal  in  Canada 
and  in  the  U.S.  to  develop  a wide  measure  of  self-expression  and 
self-determination  among  all  the  various  groups  composing  the  nations, 
be  it,  therefore,  resolved  , that  we  hereby  go  on  record  as  hoping  that 
the  need  for  an  All-Indian  Conference  on  Indian  Welfare  will  be  felt  by 
Indian  tribes,  the  delegates  to  such  a conference  to  be  limited  to  the 
bona  fide  Indian  leaders  actually  living  among  the  Indian  people,  and 
further,  that  such  conference  remain  free  of  political,  anthropological, 
missionary,  administrative,  or  other  domination." 

In  appreciation  for  their  invitation  to  the  conference,  one  devoted  to 
finding  solutions  to  the  Indian  problem,  the  Indian  delegates  passed  a 
resolution  that  "by  way  of  returning  the  compliment,  we  wish  to  assure 
that  our  white  brothers  will  be  invited  to  participate  in  any  conference 
that  we  Indians  may  call  in  the  future  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
solutions  to  the  white  man's  dilemma  in  a social  and  economic  order  that 
has,  during  the  past  decade,  gone  on  the  rocks." 

The  1999  AGA  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  Indians  of  North  America 
neither  had  nor  have  any  intention  of  divesting  themselves  of  their 
hereditary  culture  to  become  a part  of  the  dominant  culture. 
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d ' laan  'te ' . . . 

I've  been  bombarded  with  requests  for  info  re  the  biggest  gathering  of  the 
Nations  in  history,  happening  in  Vancouver  19-23  Duly.  Instead  of  replying 
individually  I'm  going  to  post  a slew  of  articles  here,  one  time  & one 
time  only.  I get  my  info  from  the  AFN's  monthly  newspaper.  The  Messenger, 
which  is  available  online  at  the  AFN  website  <www.afn.ca>  so  if  you  want 
more  detail,  please  go  there. 

It  might  seem  like  a ng  flood  but  I don't  do  it  often  so  masi:cho  for 
your  understanding..  & sorry  if  any  of  these  posts  are  repeats  too. 

See  you  in  Vancouver., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

(Will  the  world  see  representation  of  all  First  Nation  politicians,  or 
will  they  see  First  Nations?  YOUR  presence  in  Vancouver  will  make  the 
difference...  Besides,  this  is  also  the  biggest  celebration  in  centuries, 

& we  haven't  had  a good  party  in  a century  or  two..  So  come  & eat  & dance 
& sing..  Tell  the  world  the  Nations  LIVE!) 

"RE;  Your  Invitation  from  AFN"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Dul  1999  11:43:54  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  (justanoldman) 

Subj:  Your  invitation  from  AFN 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Agenda  for  Doint  Gathering  Includes  Development  of  International  Protocol 
By  National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine 

For  the  first  time  in  60  years,  a historic  gathering  will  take  place  on 
the  traditional  territory  of  the  four  founding  nations  of  Burrard, 
Musqueam,  Squamish  and  Tsawwassen  First  Nations  of  the  Coast  Salish 


People.  As  part  of  the  upcoming  20th  Annual  General  Assembly  which  will 
be  held  Duly  20-23,  1999  in  Vancouver,  First  Nation  leaders  and  Tribal 
Chiefs  will  meet  through  a Joint  Summit  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
and  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  joint  gathering  will  renew  historic  ties  and 
begin  a process  of  strengthening  the  political,  economic,  and  cultural 
relationship  that  exists  between  the  First  Nations  in  Canada  and  the 
American  Indian  Tribes  in  the  United  States  of  America  through  the 
signing  of  a protocol  document  between  the  AFN  and  the  NCAI.  The  signing 
of  the  protocol  will  have  great  historic  significance  because  it  will 
include,  but  will  not  be  limited  to,  specific  matters  such  as 
border-crossing  rights.  First  Nations  child  custody  and  adoption  issues 
(including  repatriation  cases),  and  other  common  issues  of  interest  or 
concern . 

It  is  believed  that  this  event  will  strengthen  our  political,  economical 
and  cultural  alliances  with  other  Indigenous  peoples  of  the  entire 
hemisphere  of  North  and  South  America.  In  addition  to  the  5,000  expected 
delegates  from  First  Nations  and  American  Tribes  to  witness  the  signing, 
are  representatives  from  the  Canadian  and  U.S.  governments,  as  well  as 
Indigenous  leaders  and  dignitaries  from  Mexico,  Central  America,  Taiwan, 
New  Zealand  and  other  countries. 

As  always,  the  week-long  event  will  kick-off  with  the  9th  Annual 
Assembly  of  First  Nations/  Peter  Gzowski  Invitational  Golf  Tournament  at 
the  University  Golf  Club  on  Mon.,  Duly  19.  Proceeds  will  go  to  the 
Canadian  literacy  program  for  First  Nations. 

On  Tues.,  Duly  20,  the  first  AFN/NCAI  Joint  Session  will  begin  with 
the  opening  ceremonies  and  a Grand  Entry  of  all  delegates,  followed  by 
welcoming  and  opening  statements  by  various  leaders  in  attendance.  Then, 
a Joint  Indigenous  Leaders'  Council  will  be  convened  to  begin  a dialogue 
on  trade,  culture,  politics  and  human  rights. 

On  July  21  and  22,  both  national  organizations  will  attend  their 
respective  assemblies  to  discuss  specific  agenda  items  . At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  AFN  AGA  draft  agenda  items  are  (and  not  limited  to)  the 
following:  Treaties,  the  Mitchell  Case  (trade  & border  issues),  the 
Delgamuukw  National  Review,  the  LTS  joint  initiative,  the  First  Nations 
Governance  Centre,  Flousing,  Flealth,  Report  of  the  Urban  Strategy  Task 
Force  and  elections  issues. 

On  Fri.,  July  23,  the  second  AFN/NCAI  Joint  Session  is  being  planned 
to  center  around  the  joint  ratification  and  signing  ceremonies  of  the 
historical  protocol  agreement  that  will  be  followed  by  the  closing 
ceremonies  of  the  joint  assembly. 

Other  activities  will  include  cultural  activities  at  the  B.C.  Friendship 
Centre  in  the  evenings,  daily  entertainment  and  performances  by 
Indigenous  entertainers,  and  the  AFN  dinner  on  Wed.,  July  21  that  will 
honour  our  past  National  Chiefs  and  the  first  all-female  Chief  and 
Council  of  the  Ocean  Man  First  Nation  in  Saskatchewan.  A cultural 
extravaganza  hosted  by  the  AFN  is  planned  for  Thursday  evening,  July  22. 
Confirmed  traditional  dancers  for  the  cultural  extravaganza  are  B.C. 
Dancers  of  British  Columbia,  "A  Warrior's  Dream"  Dancers  from 
Saskatchewan,  and  the  "Xipe  Totec"  Aztec  Dancers  of  Mexico  City.  Other 
First  Nation  or  American  performers  confirmed  for  this  event  are  Red 
Bone,  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  A.  Paul  Ortega  of  Mescalero,  New 
Mexico;  and  our  own  Cree  comedian,  Don  Burnstick  of  Alberta,  who  just 
recently  performed  on  the  Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leno. 

There  is  much  planned  for  this  Assembly,  and  it  makes  us  very  proud  and 
honoured  that  we  are  taking  steps  to  make  this  assembly  a most  memorable 
and  historical  one  whereby  all  of  our  Nations  can  come  together  in  unity 
and  solidarity.  Please  come  and  join  us  for  this  celebration. 

National  Chief  Fontaine  is  a member  of  the  Sagkeeng  Anichinabe  First 
Nation  in  Manitoba.  He  was  elected  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  on  July  30,  1997. 
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Indigenous  Nations  Forging  Ties  in  the  21st  Century 

By  W.  Ron  Allen,  President 

National  Congress  of  American  Indians 

On  Duly  20,  1999,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN)  and  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI)  will  gather  the  Indigenous  leaders 
of  Canada  and  the  United  States  for  the  first  time  in  60  years.  There 
are  many  benefits  to  this  long  over  due  assembly,  but  I believe  the  most 
important  advantages  are  strengthening  the  sovereignty  and  unity  of  our 
nations  and  enlightening  non-Indian  society  about  our  peoples  and 
governments  as  we  enter  the  21st  century. 

The  theme  of  our  joint  conference  is  "Uniting  First  Nations:  Tecumseh's 
Vision".  NCAI's  last  annual  gathering  adopted  the  theme  of  "Many 
Nations,  One  Family".  These  themes  are  symbolic  of  the  wisdom  of  our 
elders  and  describe  the  growing  unity  and  cooperation  among  Indian 
Nations  in  protecting  our  core  values  of  tribal  self-determination  and 
self-sufficiency.  Our  gathering  says  a great  deal  about  the 
strengthening  efforts  by  Indian  Nations  to  organize  and  cooperate  on  the 
national  and  international  levels. 

The  history  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  share  a common  thread  in 
their  contemptuous  treatment  of  Indigenous  people  of  the  North  American 
continent.  The  historical  battle  between  our  respective  nations  and  the 
federal  governments  (including  the  provinces  and  states)  is  over  control 
and  jurisdiction.  The  non-Indian  society  has  a long  history  of 
attempting  to  terminate  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  Indian  Nations' 
over  their  people  and  their  lands.  Our  predecessors  survived  these 
efforts  at  eradication  and  assimilation  and  have  succeeded  in 
reestablishing  many  of  our  rights  and  opportunities  within  the  larger 
society.  Now,  we  must  continue  to  strengthen  our  governmental  and 
economic  capacities  to  counter  the  continuing  movements  to  remove  our 
rights  and  terminate  our  way  of  life.  The  First  Nations  of  North  America 
must  become  stronger  political  and  economic  powers. 

Protection  and  restoration  of  the  cultures,  traditions  and  welfare  of 
Indigenous  communities  has  always  been  the  purpose  of  Indian 
self-government.  If  our  nations  are  going  to  preserve  our  rights  to 
self-government  we  must  make  culture,  tradition,  and  the  welfare  of  our 
children  and  elders  our  first  priority.  Secondly,  too  few  people  within 
the  larger  society  are  aware  of  the  history  and  purpose  of  Indigenous 
self-government.  Our  political  future  depends  upon  our  efforts  to 
educate  the  public  about  the  historic  promises  and  noble  purposes  of 
local  self-government  for  Indian  communities  and  thereby  create  a 
climate  of  positive  relationships.  I am  confident  that  our  joint 
assembly  in  Vancouver  will  do  much  to  advance  this  goal. 

The  survival  of  our  nations  and  our  cultures  is  also  directly  related  to 
our  governmental  capacity  to  defend  our  right  for  independence.  However, 
our  nations'  resource  bases  are  generally  weak.  If  we  are  going  to 
become  more  effective  in  the  21st  century,  the  leadership  of  our 
communities  must  focus  on  building  our  economies.  The  simple  fact  is 
that  capacity  costs  money.  Our  governments  cannot  depend  on  the  federal 
governments  to  provide  for  all  the  needs  of  our  communities,  including 
jobs,  health,  education,  housing,  social  and  elder  care  services, 
natural  resource  management,  as  well  as  the  governmental  functions 
including  courts  and  enforcement.  Economics  must  become  the  leader  to 
meet  our  governmental  revenue  needs  and  begin  to  resolve  the  social  ills 
that  have  plagued  our  communities  for  too  many  years. 

In  the  United  States,  some  of  our  Indian  Nations  have  natural  resources 
to  utilize,  but  they  are  generally  inadequate  to  meet  the  need  for 
consistent,  meaningful  revenues  to  provide  for  our  governments.  In 
recent  years,  the  emergence  of  the  gambling  industry  on  some 


reservations  has  significantly  enhanced  a number  of  our  economies.  Yet, 
this  opportunity  is  not  a panacea  because  it  is  not  commercially 
feasible  for  most  remote  reservations,  not  legally  available  in  many 
states,  and  many  do  not  accept  it  as  a business  they  want  in  their 
communities.  Therefore,  in  the  future  we  must  expand  our  efforts  at 
economic  development  and  begin  to  tap  into  the  plethora  of  opportunities 
in  trade,  value-added  industries  and  technology.  I firmly  believe  that 
our  joint  gathering  will  lead  to  many  economic  interchanges  that  will 
strengthen  our  capacities  as  individual  nations  and  as  a collective  of 
nations  with  common  goals. 

My  heart  is  filled  with  hope  and  determination  as  we  prepare  to  trek 
northward  for  this  historic  assembly.  Because  of  our  common  histories  as 
Indigenous  peoples  of  North  America,  we  all  carry  this  same  hope  and 
determination  to  fulfill  the  visions  of  our  ancestors  and  propel  our 
communities  into  a bright  future  where  First  Nations  from  Canada  and  the 
U.S.  engage  in  vibrant  cultural,  governmental  and  economic  exchange; 
strengthening  our  ability  to  thrive  as  nations  in  the  21st  century. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a member  of  the  Damestown  S'Klallam  Tribe.  He  has  held  the 
position  of  NCAI  president  since  1995. 
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Largest  Native  Business  Event  Slated  for  Vancouver 

The  largest  First  Nations  trade  show  ever  held  in  Canada,  AFN-NEXUS ' 99, 
will  be  held  Duly  21-  23,  1999,  organized  to  run  concurrently  with 
Annual  General  Assembly.  The  event  is  being  co-hosted  by  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  and  the  Native  Investment  & Trade  Association  (NITA) . 

Over  300  exhibitors  are  expected,  representing  the  financial, 
professional,  resource,  manufacturing,  services,  gaming  and  arts  and 
crafts  sectors.  The  exhibitors  will  have  the  opportunity  to  do  business 
with  the  huge  number  of  delegates  in  attendance,  the  western  Canadian 
business  community,  and  the  significant  amount  of  foot  traffic  that  this 
ground-breaking  and  dynamic  event  is  expected  to  generate. 

The  business  conference.  International  Indigenous  Business  in  the  next 
Millennium,  will  run  each  day  before  the  tradeshow  starts  and  will 
explore  exciting  new  opportunities  for  inter-Nation  trade  and  collective 
economic  development  strategies. 

A fantastic  stage  at  the  centre  of  the  trade  show  exhibit  area  will 
feature  continuous  colourful  cultural  performances  and  entertainment  by 
First  Nations  and  other  Aboriginal  artists  and  entertainers  (free  to  the 
public) . 

For  information: 

Tel:  1-800-337-7743  or  (604)  925-6677 
Fax  1-888-684-0881  or  (604)  913-0559 
E-mail:  nita@bc . sympatico . ca 
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AFN  Lobbies  on  Behalf  of  630  First  Nations  in  Canada 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN)  is  the  national  representative/lobby 
organization  of  First  Nations  in  Canada.  There  are  over  630  First 
Nations  communities  in  the  country. 

The  AFN  Secretariat  is  designed  to  present  the  views  of  the  various 
First  Nations  through  their  leaders  in  areas  such  as:  Aboriginal  and 
Treaty  Rights,  Economic  Development,  Education,  Languages  and  Literacy, 
Health,  Housing,  Social  Development,  Dustice,  Taxation,  Land  Claims, 
Environment,  and  a whole  array  of  issues  that  are  of  common  concern 
which  arise  from  time  to  time. 

The  Chiefs  meet  annually  to  set  national  policy  and  direction  through 
resolution.  The  National  Chief  is  elected  every  three  years  by  the 
Chiefs-in-Assembly . The  Chiefs  meet  between  the  annual  assemblies  every 
three  to  four  months  in  a forum  called  the  Confederacy  of  Nations  to  set 
on  going  direction.  The  membership  of  the  Confederacy  consists  of  Chiefs 
and  other  regional  leaders  chosen  according  to  a formula  based  on  the 
population  of  each  region.  The  AFN  receives  most  of  its  operating  funds 
from  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development. 

The  overall  structure  of  the  AFN  is  based  on  the  Charter  of  the  Assembly 
of  First  Nations,  which  was  adopted  in  3uly  1985.  The  principle  organs 
of  the  AFN  are  the  Chiefs-in-in-Assembly,  the  Confederacy  of  Nations, 
the  Executive  Committee,  the  Secretariat  (AFN/NIB),  and  the  Council  of 
Elders.  The  Executive  Committee  is  comprised  of  the  regional 
Vice-Chiefs,  the  National  Chief,  and  the  chairperson  of  the  Council  of 
Elders.  Chiefs  of  the  respective  regions  select  the  Vice-Chiefs. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.afn.ca  or  call  (613)  241-6789  or  e-mail 
general@afn . ca . 
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NCAI  Serves  to  Protect  Rights  and  Benefits  of  558  Indian  Tribes 

The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI)  is  the  oldest,  largest 
and  most  representative  national  Indian  organization  serving  the  needs 
of  a broad  membership  of  American  Indian  and  Alaskan  Native  governments. 

As  the  pre-eminent  national  Indian  organization,  NCAI  is  organized  as  a 
representative  congress  aiming  for  consensus  on  national  priority 
issues . 

The  NCAI  was  founded  in  1944  in  response  to  termination  and  assimilation 
policies  that  the  United  States  forced  upon  the  tribal  governments  in 
contradiction  of  their  treaty  rights  and  status  as  sovereigns.  NCAI 
stressed  the  need  for  unity  and  cooperation  among  tribal  governments  for 
the  protection  of  their  treaty  and  sovereign  rights. 

NCAI  has  grown  over  the  years  from  its  modest  beginnings  of  100  people 
to  include  250  member  tribes,  while  still  representing  the  interests  of 
all  558  tribes  throughout  the  United  States.  Now  serving  as  the  major 
national  tribal  government  organization,  NCAI  is  positioned  to  monitor 
federal  policy  and  coordinated  efforts  to  inform  federal  decisions  that 
affect  tribal  government  interests. 

NCAI  serves  to  secure  the  rights  and  benefits  to  which  the  Indian  people 
are  entitled;  to  enlighten  the  public  toward  the  better  understanding  of 
the  Indian  people;  to  preserve  rights  under  Indian  treaties  or 
agreements  with  the  United  States;  and  to  promote  the  common  welfare  of 
the  American  Indians  and  Alaskan  Natives. 

The  current  issues  and  activities  of  the  NCAI  include  protection  of 
programs  and  services  to  benefit  Indian  families,  specifically  targeting 
Indian  Youth  and  Elders;  promotion  and  support  of  Indian  education; 
enhancement  of  Indian  health  care;  support  of  environmental  protection 


and  natural  resources  management;  protection  of  Indian  cultural 
resources  and  religious  freedom  rights;  promotion  of  the  rights  of 
Indian  economic  opportunities  both  on  and  off  reservations;  and, 
protection  of  the  rights  of  all  Indian  people  to  decent,  safe  and 
affordable  housing. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.ncai.org  The  NCAI  offices  are  located  at 
1301  Connecticut  Avenue  NW,  Suite  200,  Washington  DC  20036.  Tel.  (202) 
466-7767  Fax  (202)  466-7797 
Copyright  c.  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
National  Indian  Brotherhood  1999 

"RE:  Caldwell  People  Need  Support"  

Date:  Sun,  11  3ul  1999  12:06:02  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Caldwell  people  need  support 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d ' laan ' te ' . . . 

Someone  had  asked  me  about  a First  Nation  community  here  in  Ontario  that 
was  recently  awarded  $37-million  to  buy  land,  as  they  have  been  waiting 
for  the  land  promised  them  by  treaty  for  a century  or  two. . 

It's  called  Caldwell  First  Nation  (part  of  the  huge  & powerful  'Nishnawbe 
Nation).  Since  getting  their  $$  to  purchase  land  for  a real  community  the 
Caldwell  families  have  become  targets  of  hate-mongers  & white 
supremacists  in  the  region.  Buildings  have  been  vandalized,  racist 
graffiti  scrawled  on  their  homes  & vehicles,  cars  have  had  tires  slashed, 
windows  have  been  shot  out,  etc.,  etc.  (In  short,  they've  been  shown  the 
reality  of  'Christian  love'  that  the  dominant  society  is  so  proud  of..) 

Anyways,  the  Caldwell  people  now  have  a website  up: 

< www. geocities . com/At hens /Rhode s/6024/ > 

If  you  have  trouble  with  that  address  you  can  get  to  it  via  a link  on 
AFN's  website  @ <www.afn.ca>. 

Please  check  it  out  & leave  msgs  of  support  if/when  you  have  the  time  to 
do  so.  They  will  really  appreciate  your  gesture  of  solidarity  as  they  run 
the  gauntlet  of  hatred  on  their  way  to  the  home  they've  waited  so  long  to 
reach . 
masi:cho.  . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Tulalips  Resume  Clam  Flarvest"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Dul  1999  19:26:26  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Subj:  Tulalips  resume  clam  harvest 

Tulalips  resume  clam  harvest  on  disputed  island 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news /local/html98/ shel_19990619.html 
by  Nancy  Montgomery  <nmon-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  Snohomish  County  bureau 

After  years  of  court  battles  and  a series  of  standoffs  over  who 
owned  the  clams  on  the  shores  of  Flat  Island,  members  of  the  Tulalip 
Tribes  this  week  quietly  dug  up  their  biggest  shellfish  harvest  on 
the  private  island  in  a decade. 

With  the  weight  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  behind  them,  tribal 
members  dug  about  3,000  pounds  of  clams  on  the  island  west  of  Everett 
over  four  days  this  week,  when  tides  were  at  their  lowest  ebb  since 
1991.  The  action  came  10  years  after  property  owners  on  the  exclusive 
island  drew  their  guns  in  an  angry  confrontation  to  keep  the  Indians 
from  the  harvest. 

"This  harvest  has  gone  relatively  smoothly.  No  incidents,"  said 


Derrick  Toba,  shellfish  biologist  for  the  Tulalip  Tribes.  Some  of  the 
landowners  were  harvesting  clams  next  to  tribal  members. 

The  Tulalips,  who  long  ago  used  the  island  to  initiate  young 
warriors  and  traditionally  subsisted  on  clams  from  its  shores,  won  a 
federal  court  decision  in  1994  that  said  they  were  entitled  to  half 
the  harvestable  shellfish  on  Washington  beaches,  except  for 
artificial  beds. 

The  decision  was  an  extension  of  the  1974  Boldt  fishing  decision 
affirming  tribal  rights  - based  on  treaties  dating  back  to  1855  - to 
half  the  state's  harvestable  salmon. 

Despite  the  ruling,  the  Tulalips  did  not  harvest  clams  on  the 
island  for  several  years  because  of  landowners'  angry  protests. 

The  landowners  said  the  clams  were  theirs  and  that  their  property 
rights  were  inviolable. 

The  group  appealed  U.S.  District  Dudge  Edward  Rafeedie's  1994 
decision.  In  May  of  this  year,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  denied  the 
property  owners'  petition  to  rehear  the  case,  settling  the  matter. 

Logan  Harris,  spokesman  for  the  Northwest  Indian  Fisheries 
Commission,  said  the  3,000  pounds  of  clams  taken  by  the  Tulalips 
this  week  represented  only  15  percent  of  the  harvestable  clams  on  Hat 
Island.  Tribal  members  are  allowed  five  days  a year  to  harvest  on  any 
beach.  They  have  one  day  remaining  on  Hat  Island.  The  Tulalips  have 
not  announced  when  they  will  use  their  last  day. 

During  the  harvest  Monday  through  Thursday,  the  turnout  ranged 
from  five  to  14  tribal  members,  Harris  said. 

The  1994  court  decision  requires  the  tribe  to  do  a shellfish 
population  count,  keep  track  of  how  many  clams  it  harvests  and  give 
30  days'  notice  before  either  surveying  or  harvesting. 

Toba  said  animosities  remain  between  the  Tulalips,  resentful  they 
were  denied  the  right  to  harvest  the  clams  these  past  years,  and 
property  owners. 

"I  think  it's  going  to  take  some  time  for  both  sides  to  come  to  a 
working  relationship  that  would  benefit  both  parties,"  he  said. 

Representatives  of  the  Hat  Island  Community  Association,  a 
property-owners  group,  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  yesterday. 
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"RE : Family  Memorial  Desecrated"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Dul  1999  19:30:11  -0500 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Subj : Family  Memorial  Desecrated 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Leech  Lake  Reservation  --  Desecration  of  family  memorial  to  hit-and-run 
victim  on  Hwy  2 

Vandalism  desecrates  memory  of  loved  one 

Twice  in  the  past  two  weeks  somebody  destroyed  and  threw  into  the  ditch 
on  Highway  2 east  of  Bemidji,  a flowered  cross,  white  cross  and  several 
bunches  of  flowers.  Family  and  friends  of  Derek  Brown  had  placed  them 


there  to  mark  the  spot  where  he  was  found  early  last  fall,  the  victim  of  a 
hit-and-run  driver. 

As  Derek's  father,  I ask  myself,  why  would  somebody  be  so  evil  and  to 
destroy  this  small  memorial?  What  would  possess  a person  to  want  to  only 
debase  our  family's  tribute  to  Derek? 

My  family  still  does  not  have  closure  regarding  Derek's  death  even  though 
we  have  posted  a large  reward  for  information  leading  to  the  solving  of 
this  incident,  and  now  something  like  this  happens. 

We  will  continue  to  maintain  this  memorial  to  Derek  because  the  love  and 
friendship  we  have  for  him  will  overcome  the  evil  and  spite  that  certain 
individuals  possess. 

if  these  people  have  any  kind  of  courage  and  don't  like  what  we  are  doing 
in  remembrance  of  derek,  why  don't  they  tell  us,  instead  of  sneaking  around 
in  the  dead  of  night  desecrating  the  memory  of  our  loved  one? 

A.  Dohn  Wind  Dr. 

Cass  Lake 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 
< << 

"RE : Choctaw  Center  to  be  Dedicated"  

Date:  Fri,  2 Dul  1999  08:11:43  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subject:  (FWD)Indian  News  07-02-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Choctaw  center  to  be  dedicated  today 

c.  Tulsa  World 

7/1/99 

WILBURTON  --  Dedication  ceremonies  will  be  held  Thursday  for  the  Choctaw 
Nation  American  Indian  Center  at  Eastern  Oklahoma  State  College. 

Formerly  known  as  Dohnson  Hall,  the  center  was  renovated  with  a $1.2 
million  contribution  from  the  tribe. 

A cooperative  agreement  provides  for  a director  of  American  Indian 
programs  at  the  school,  which  will  dedicate  as  much  as  $50,000  annually 
for  academic  and  need-  based  scholarships,  a tribe  spokesman  said. 

The  facility  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  fall. 

"RE;  Tribes  Seeks  Protection  for  Symbols"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dul  1999  10:50:24  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-13-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Tribes  Seeks  Protection  for  Symbols 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  REBECCA  LOPEZ 
7-09-99 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  - To  the  Zia  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  the  sun  is  a 
sacred  symbol.  Their  stylized  version  is  painted  on  ceremonial  vases, 
drawn  on  the  ground  around  campfires  and  used  to  introduce  newborns  to  the 
sun . 

But  the  symbol  - a red  circle  with  groups  of  rays  pointing  in  four 


directions  - also  adorns  the  state  flag,  the  governor's  stationery  and  the 
yellow  pages,  peddling  items  from  pest  control  to  portable  toilets. 

The  Zias  and  other  tribes  are  looking  to  the  U.S.  Patent  and  Trademark 
Office  to  stop  commercial  exploitation  of  their  sacred  symbols. 

An  8-year-old  Zia  girl,  her  father  and  grandfather  at  her  side,  was 
among  150  tribe  members  and  others  who  testified  Thursday  to  a panel  of 
patent  office  officials  about  the  misuse  of  such  symbols. 

"I'm  one  of  the  146  tribal  members  under  12  years  old,"  said  Sabrina 
Pino,  who  just  finished  the  third  grade.  "We  represent  the  future  of  the 
pueblo  and  we  hope  you  will  protect  it  from  being  trademarked  from  anyone 
in  the  private  sector." 

Prompted  by  a law  passed  last  year,  the  patent  office  is  asking  Indians 
to  suggest  how  to  establish  a list  of  official  insignia  that  would  be 
protected  from  trademark,  as  are  flags,  coats  of  arms  and  other  official 
symbols.  It  would  offer  tribes  no  protection  from  outside  use. 

Similar  meetings  are  scheduled  next  week  in  Arlington,  Va.,  and  San 
Francisco,  where  five  California  tribes  will  seek  protection  of  symbols  of 
their  heritage,  such  as  pictographs,  basket  designs,  dance  regalia  and 
tribal  songs. 

"We  all  have  a common  thread  about  preserving  our  cultural  heritage," 
said  Reba  Fuller  of  Tuolumne  Band  of  the  Me-Wuk  tribe  in  California. 

"I've  talked  to  various  groups  all  over  the  country  to  let  them  know 
about  this  law  and  that  we  need  Native  American  input  as  it  will  have  a 
direct  impact  on  the  Native  American  community." 

Unlike  Zia  Pueblo,  which  is  seeking  $74  million  in  compensation  from  the 
state.  Fuller's  tribes  are  not  seeking  monetary  compensation. 

The  Zias  are  asking  for  $1  million  for  every  year  the  symbol  was  used  as 
the  flag's  emblem.  The  tribe  doesn't  expect  it  will  actually  receive  that 
amount,  but  it  would  like  the  state  to  acknowledge  the  emblem  belongs  to 
the  Pueblo,  said  Peter  Pino,  the  tribe's  administrator. 

Tribes  are  not  asking  that  businesses  rid  their  products  of  Indian 
references,  such  as  product  names:  Deep  Cherokee  or  Winnebago.  What  they 
want  is  for  the  government  to  prohibit  businesses  from  trademarking 
symbols,  just  as  they  do  with  insignias  of  municipalities,  states  and 
foreign  nations. 

"Tribes  should  be  able  to  protect  their  symbols  in  the  same  way  as 
states,  cities  and  counties  do,"  University  of  New  Mexico  law  professor 
Kenneth  Bobroff  said.  "And  especially  so.  Because  unlike  non-Indian 
symbols,  these  are  religious." 

"RE:  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  Departs"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Dul  1999  23:27:21  -0500 
From:  sisis@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Bruce  Clark  departs  - an  interview  (1  of  2) 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INTERVIEW  WITH  DR.  BRUCE  CLARK  ON  THE  EVE  OF  HIS  DEPARTURE  FROM  CANADA  TO 
SEEK  ASYLUM  AND  SANCTUARY  ABROAD  - Dune  19,  1999 

SISIS:  I am  speaking  today  with  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  author  of  "Indian  Title  in 
Canada,"  "Native  Liberty,  Crown  Sovereignty,"  and  the  coming  "Dustice  in 
Paradise,"  which  is  due  for  a fall  release  from  McGill-Queen ' s University 
Press.  Dr  Clark  was  recently  disbarred  as  "ungovernable"  by  the  Law  Society 
of  Upper  Canada  in  a continuing  campaign  of  persecution  by  the  Canadian 
settler  state.  Dr.  Clark,  the  first  thing  I want  to  know  is  how  you  defined 
your  own  law  career.  I know  that  in  media  reports  and  legal  circles,  you 
were  always  referred  to  as  a "native  rights  lawyer,"  but  how  did  you  see 
yourself? 

Bruce  Clark:  I saw  myself  as  a proponent  of  a specific  definition  of 
justice.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  said  that  truth  is  the  summit  of  being,  and 
justice  is  its  application  to  affairs.  In  my  sort  of  rambling  about  the 
field  of  philosophy,  I personally  haven't  come  across  a better  definition 
of  justice  than  that.  And  for  the  purpose  of  my  particular  life  I define  my 


aspirations  or  ambitions  in  advancing  the  interests  of  justice  as  the 
application  of  truth  to  affairs.  Specif ically,  what  emerged  as  a result  of 
my  experience  was  that  I also  came  across  a philosophical  opinion  by  David 
Hume  who  identified  third  party  adjudication  as  the  cornerstone  of  the  rule 
of  law.  So,  for  me,  if  the  objective  is  that  justice  is  the  application  of 
truth  to  affairs,  then  the  means  to  that  objective  is  third  party 
adjudication.  Parties  A & B have  a dispute,  they  can  either  duke  it  out  or 
they  give  it  to  an  independent  and  impartial  third  party  to  adjudicate,  and 
that's  the  mechanism  of  the  rule  of  law.  That's  been  my  goal  in  life.  It 
happened  that  the  testing  ground  that  was  thrust  upon  me  was  the  native 
rights  issue.  It  could  have  been  any  other  issue,  it  just  so  happens  that 
it  was  the  native  rights  issue. 

SISIS:  In  the  past  you  have  deflected  attention  from  your  role  in  the 
various  struggles  of  Indian  people.  Do  you  see  yourself  as  part  of  their 
struggle,  the  struggle  they  are  engaged  in  against  the  Canadian  settler 
state  that  illegally  applies  its  jurisdiction  to  unceded  Indian  territory? 

BC:  No,  I am  not  directly  a part  of  their  struggle.  I am  a tool  for  them  in 
their  struggle.  But  their  struggle  is  not  my  struggle. 

SISIS:  So  you  are  basically  a messenger. 

BC:  I'm  a messenger  for  them,  but  I'm  a messenger  for  myself  of  a different 
message.  My  own  personal  message  is  that  justice  is  the  application  of 
truth  to  affairs.  From  my  perspective  humankind  needs  this  urgently  in  the 
sense  that  we  are  without  question  in  the  time  of  a new  world  order,  and  as 
we  speak,  the  institutions  of  this  order  are  groping  about  and  trying  to 
form  themselves.  And  it  seems  to  me  the  next  century  or  so  is  either  going 
to  witness  an  imperial  tyranny  of  a very  dark  and  sinister  sort  or  it's 
going  to  get  the  point  that  the  order  in  the  global  village  is  premised 
upon  justice  as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs.  To  me  that  concept 
precludes  phenomena  such  as  imperial  countries  like  Canada  and  the  United 
States  applying  and  policing  abroad  human  rights  standards  they  themselves 
don't  respect  at  home.  For  example  the  standards  of  precluding  genocide. 

To  illustrate,  we  have  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  several 
other  European  countries  presuming  to  override  the  concept  of  national 
sovereignty  to  enforce  human  rights  standards  in  Yugoslavia.  Now  that's 
perhaps  a very  laudable  principle  that  there  are  fundamental  human  rights 
that  supersede  the  concept  of  national  sovereignty.  But  if  the  rule  of  law 
is  to  function,  its  cornerstone  is  equal  application  of  law.  That  is,  no 
person  or  state  is  above  the  law.  So  if  those  human  rights  are  to  be 
applied  in  Yugoslavia,  and  if  we  are  also  to  have  a rule  of  law,  then  those 
same  standards  must  also  be  applied  domestically  within  North  America.  The 
alternative  is  another  form  of  imperial  tyranny.  So,  to  me,  the  whole 
native  rights  issue  in  Canada,  and  the  United  States,  tests  in  microcosm 
some  larger  principles. 

SISIS:  The  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  incident  would  be  a perfect  example  of  that. 

BC:  Well,  it  is  because  Gustafsen  Lake  illustrates  what  happens  to  a group 
of  people,  such  as  those  who  were  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  encampment,  who  run 
out  of  remedies  under  the  rule  of  law  or  who  live  within  a society  that 
thwarts  the  rule  of  law,  leaving  no  other  remedy  than  self-help  in  the 
physical  sense.  So  in  that  sense  it  illustrates  the  process. 

SISIS:  Internationally  we  are  not  that  far  into  alleged  organized 
international  law.  The  United  Nations  (and  its  conventions)  are  not  that 
old.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  criminals,  or  those  who  can  be  accused  of 
atrocities  and  criminal  actions,  control  much  of  the  process.  What  do  we  do 
to  overcome  this? 

BC:  The  answer  to  that  question  is  precisely  what  is  going  on  in  the  world 
right  now.  Humanity  is  kind  of  groping  toward  answers  to  it. 

By  the  way,  I should  preface  this  by  saying  that  although  the 


institutions  such  as  the  United  Nations  are  new,  the  concept  of 
international  law  isn't.  And  the  concept  of  standards  inherent  in  the  human 
condition  also  isn't  new.  We  had  the  whole  set  of  religious  standards  that 
prefaced  the  European  invasion  of  North  America.  Those  religious  or  natural 
law  standards  found  expression  for  international  law  purposes;  for  example, 
in  the  Papal  Bull  Sublimus  Deus  of  1537,  which  essentially  said  the  same 
thing  that  the  genocide  convention  reiterated  in  1948  in  this  century.  And 
that  is  that  it  is  a fundamental  human  right  not  to  be  made  a victim  of 
genocide  by  other  humans. 

Now,  given  the  constancy  of  that  standard,  what  we  are  really 
groping  for  are  the  institutions,  the  mechanisms  for  enforcing  that 
standard,  and  that  is  very  much  in  a state  of  a flux.  Particularly  because 
until  very  recently  the  concept  of  national  sovereignty  has  precluded  the 
universal  application  of  this  human  rights  standard.  What  we  are  seeing  in 
the  Balkans  right  now  is  the  former  concept  of  national  sovereignty 
completely  superseded  by  this  concept  that  foreign  nations  can  apply  human 
rights  standards  regardless  of  the  concept  of  national  sovereignty.  That  is 
a very,  very  significant  development  in  human  affairs.  It  raises  the 
question  "will  we  have  a genuine  rule  of  law,"  that  is,  will  those  same 
standards  apply  equally  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  for  example.  Now, 
we  know  that  the  United  States'  response  to  Madame  Dustice  Louise  Arbour's 
statement  that  so  far  as  she  was  concerned,  if  she  found  that  NATO 
countries  committed  genocide  in  Yugoslavia,  that  theoretically,  they  too 
were  subject  to  the  same  sanctions.  The  United  States  reacted  by  saying 
that:  "she's  fallen  out  of  our  tree,"  essentially,  she  must  be  crazy, 
nobody  is  going  to  apply  these  standards  against  the  United  States. 

SISIS:  She  did,  however,  dismiss  Yugoslavia's  allegations  of  genocide 
against  NATO  as  nothing  more  than  "pure  political  polemic." 

BC:  Well  she  may  have,  but  the  principle  she  raised,  in  theory,  was  that 
those  standards  could  arguably  be  applied  against  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Now,  she  may  have  gone  on  from  that  to  say  that  in  fact,  those 
countries,  so  far  as  she  was  concerned,  didn't  breach  those  standards,  but 
that's  a different  question.  That's  a different  question  from  whether  the 
standards,  in  principle,  can  be  applied. 

And  by  the  way,  I hold  no  particular  brief  for  Louise  Arbour  in 
these  circumstances.  The  tribunal  which  she  was  heading  up  is  the  utter 
antithesis  of  the  rule  of  law  in  the  sense  that  it  denies  the  concept  of 
equal  application.  Its  jurisdiction  to  police  genocide  is  restricted  to  the 
country  of  Yugoslavia,  which  essentially  means  that  the  country  from  which 
she  hails,  Canada,  is  exempt  from  the  process.  That  in  principle  thwarts 
the  rule  of  law.  That  isn't  my  point.  My  point  there  is  that  if  we  are 
going  to  have  institutions  that  genuinely  enforce  the  rule  of  law,  and  by 
means  of  it  achieve  justice  as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs,  there 
will  have  to  be  equality  of  application.  That  is,  Canada  and  the  United 
States  will  have  to  be  subject  to  the  same  standards. 

That  is  why  the  native  rights  issue  is  such  a strong  testing  ground 
for  that:  because  genocide  simply  is  a fact  on  this  continent. 

Historically,  that  isn't  a difficult  proposition  to  establish.  In  the 
modern  context,  the  last  few  chapters  are  being  written.  Indians  are  being 
victimized  by  genocide.  Some  of  them,  I think,  are  my  clients.  The  point  is 
that  the  process  which  was  begun  in  the  19th  century  is  still  being  carried 
on  today.  So,  in  principle,  the  issue  is  that  Canada  and  the  United  States 
are  participating  in  forms  of  genocide. 

Essentially  this  is  what  I tried  to  raise  in  the  courts,  and  when  I 
did  that,  I ran  into  a profound  conflict  between  justice  as  the  application 
of  truth  to  affairs  and  what  one  might  call  the  semiotic  field  of  what's 
acceptable  in  terms  of  the  language  one  can  use  on  this  continent. 
Basically,  one  cannot  tell  the  whole  truth  yet  about  genocide  in  North 
America  because  words  like  genocide  and  complicity  in  genocide  just  aren't 
part  of  the  lexicon  and  morphology  that  is  acceptable.  The  body  politic  as 
an  organism  simply  rejects  that  whole  invasion  of  its  linguistic  field.  And 
the  form  that  rejection  takes,  for  example  in  my  case,  is  the 
trivialization  and  demonization  of  the  messenger.  Nobody  here  looks  at  what 


I say,  really,  I don't  think.  Nobody  ...  with  notable  exceptions  such  as 
yourself  and  a few  perhaps  equally  quixotic  people  who  are  concerned  about 
the  truth  regardless  of  political  correctness.  But  aside  from  that,  for  the 
most  part,  the  rejection  is  absolutely  total.  And  that's  what  I have 
experienced  in  this  society. 

SISIS:  So  who  or  what  body  of  law.  Dr  Clark,  is  supposed  to  hold  countries 
like  Canada  and  the  United  States  accountable  for  their  genocidal  policies 
against  Indian  peoples? 

BC:  Well,  there  isn't  any.  But  this  is  what  is  taking  shape  on  the  world 
stage  right  now.  We  have  now  human  rights  standards  which,  with  the  events 
in  the  Balkans,  are  moving  into  a position  of  paramountcy  so  far  as  the 
text  of  the  law  is  concerned.  That  raises  the  question  that  you  just 
identified:  what  institutions  are  going  to  enforce  these  standards?  And 
since  the  standards  are  emerging,  not  too  far  behind,  the  institutions  will 
have  to  fall  into  place.  So  that's  what  is  happening  right  now.  The 
institutions,  we  do  not  yet  have  them,  but  they  are  in  the  process  of  being 
formulated.  Right  now  the  great  police  man  on  the  world  stage  is  NATO.  NATO 
is  very  unsatisfactory.  In  terms  of  the  rule  of  law  right  now  it  is  simply 
being  enforced  by  the  powerful:  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  the 
powerful  European  countries.  It  is  a classic  situation  of  might  is  right  in 
the  sense  that  those  countries  themselves  are  above  the  same  law  which  they 
are  enforcing. 

SISIS:  But  who  will  create  appropriate  institutions? 

BC:  Well,  humankind.  They  will  simply  have  to  emerge  as  humankind  goes 
along.  Either  we  are  going  to  enter  a period  of  a very  sinister  tyranny, 
which,  I think,  given  the  technological  means  of  destruction  that  humankind 
now  has,  this  tyranny  unlike  the  other  ones  could  result  in  some 
cataclysmic  destruction  of  humankind  and  the  earth.  You  know,  we've  always 
had  empires,  we've  always  had  the  principle  of  might  is  right,  but  empires 
come  and  go;  the  difference  with  the  imperial  situation  in  the  world  right 
now  is  the  technological  power  the  empire  has.  It's  capable  of  destroying 
itself. 

Well,  it's  also  possible  that  humanity,  with  these  huge  brains  that 
it  has,  may  evolve  to  a higher  level  and  simply  see  that  isn't 
satisfactory.  It  may  identify  its  short-term  interest  with  money  and  power 
and  comfort.  But  if  we  are  going  to  have  long-term  survival,  then  we  will 
have  to  create  institutions  that  can  carry  on.  I am  hoping  that  one  of 
those  institutions  that  conceivably  might  emerge  is  justice  as  the 
application  of  truth  to  affairs  under  the  rule  of  law,  epitomized  by  third 
party  adjudication. 

SISIS:  Not  to  be  pessimistic,  but  wouldn't  it  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
imperial  powers  to  prevent  such  institutions  from  developing? 

BC:  Well,  if  all  they  want  to  do  is  remain  imperial  powers;  that  is  to  say, 
perpetuate  the  traditional  imperialist  approach,  which  is  "might  is  right," 
then  yes,  it  is  against  their  interest.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may  advance  - 
sort  of  by  a bootstrap  operation  - to  a higher  plain  of  existence.  You 
know,  the  native  prophecies  sort  of  stop  at  this  point,  and  to  me,  they  say 
essentially  that  we,  as  in  humankind,  are  coming  to  a crossroads.  We  are 
either  going  to  enter  some  kind  of  enlightened  form  of  existence  or  things 
are  going  to  become  very,  very  dark  indeed.  And  so  far  as  I know,  the 
native  prophecies  don't  really  take  it  beyond  that,  beyond  the  point  of  the 
crossroads . 

SISIS:  Coming  back  to  Gustafsen  Lake,  in  the  past  you  have  called  it  an 
ugly  chapter  in  Canadian  history.  Do  you  think,  judging  by  the  recent 
developments,  including  your  disbarment,  and  the  pressure  to  silence 
Wolverine  and  others  from  speaking  about  Gustafsen  Lake,  do  you  think  this 
chapter  is  finished  yet? 


BC:  Well,  yes,  the  chapter  is  finished,  and  having  been  written,  it  exists 
in  a permanent  sense.  The  question  that  remains  is  whether  at  future 
remove,  the  chapter  will  be  reread  and  lessons  taken  from  it. 

SISIS:  This  is  a letter  that  B.C.  premier  Glen  Clark  wrote  to  union 
organizations  and  others  who  wrote  to  him  asking  for  a public  inquiry  into 
the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff.  It  reads: 

"Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  26,  1998,  requesting  a public 
inquiry  into  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  I apologize  for  the  delay  in  my 
response.  As  you  know,  the  police  are  responsible  for  keeping  the  peace  in 
British  Columbia  and  for  ensuring  the  public's  safety.  When  incidents  at 
protest  sites  involve  violence,  serious  threats  of  violence  or  property 
damage,  police  act  to  investigate  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  violations.  The 
Criminal  Code  applies  to  everyone  in  British  Columbia. 

"Those  charged  with  Criminal  Code  violations  as  a result  of 
incidents  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  before  the  Courts.  As  Premier,  I 
cannot  interfere  in  any  particular  judicial  decision.  In  Canada,  the 
judiciary  function  is  a separate  body  and  Court  rulings  are  not  subject  to 
review  by  any  level  of  Government.  The  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been 
dealt  with  appropriately  by  our  criminal  justice  system.  The  Province  has 
no  intention  of  reviewing  this  matter  further  through  a public  inquiry.  I 
appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  express  your  views.  Sincerely,  Glen 
Clark,  Premier." 

Dr.  Clark,  do  you  see  anything  wrong  in  this  letter? 

BC:  Yes,  there  is  a willful  blindness  to  one  half  of  the  law,  and  a 
knowing,  criminally  knowing  willful  blindness.  The  issue  that  was 
introduced  by  Gustafsen  Lake  was  the  conflict  of  law  issue  between 
constitutional  law  respecting  native  rights  on  the  one  hand  and  on  the 
other  hand  the  application  of  the  criminal  law.  That  was  the  legal  issue. 

In  this  letter  what  the  premier  is  doing  is  the  same  thing  the  police  and 
all  the  courts  have  done.  They  are  restricting  their  focus  to  the  federal 
law  dimension,  that  is,  to  the  criminal  law  aspect.  They  are  ignoring  the 
conflict  of  law  issue.  They  are  ignoring  the  legislation  and  the  precedents 
that  define  the  substance  of  the  international  and  constitutional  law,  and 
if  they  would  read  those,  what  they  would  find  (and  I say  that  a little  bit 
tongue  in  cheek,  because  they  know  that  the  law  says  this;  and  it  is  in 
this  sense  that  their  pretense  that  the  issue  is  restricted  to  the 
application  of  the  criminal  law  itself  is  criminally  fraudulent)  what  the 
international  and  constitutional  law  precedents  and  legislation  say  is  that 
until  there  is  a treaty  there  is  no  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  newcomer 
society,  no  legislative  and  court  jurisdiction  relative  to  the  territory  in 
question . 

SISIS:  So  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  does  not  apply  to  non-treaty  areas. 

BC:  That's  right.  When  I say  that  the  legislation  and  the  precedents  of 
international  and  constitutional  law  say  this,  they  say  it  overwhelmingly. 
This  isn't  sort  of  an  abstract,  technical  little  ivory-tower  point.  This  is 
very  simple,  clear  and  plain;  both  issue  and  resolution  of  the  issue.  The 
European  occupation  of  North  America,  very  simply,  was  premised  upon 
newcomer  jurisdiction,  being  derivative  - that  is  that  since  the  Indians 
were  first  and  were  regarded  for  legal  purposes  as  human  beings,  it  was 
understood  that  the  Indians  have  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  the 
newcomers  do  not,  until  such  time  as  a treaty  is  made,  whereby  the  newcomer 
society  acquires  territorial  jurisdiction  from  the  former  society:  from  the 
native  society.  And  there's  been  no  repeal.  That's  what  I did  my  doctorate 
on.  There's  been  no  repeal  of  that  previously  established  international  and 
constitutional  law. 

What  there  has  been  instead  is  a jurisdictional  invasion  of  the 
Indian  territory,  such  as  in  British  Columbia,  and  the  premature,  that  is 
legally  premature  application  of  federal  and  provincial  law,  including  the 
Criminal  Code.  That's  the  issue.  And  again,  what  premier  Clark  is  doing  in 
this  letter  is  simply  criminally  evading  the  issue. 


SISIS:  So  how  much  of  what  we  know  as  Canada  has  been  legally  acquired 
through  treaty  or  cession? 


BC:  Well,  ostensibly,  most  of  the  country  from  the  Ontario-Quebec  border  up 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains  has  been  acquired  by  treaties.  With  the  lames  Bay 
Treaty  in  1975  much  of  northern  Quebec  was  covered.  So,  essentially,  that 
leaves,  uncovered  by  treaties,  Canada  west  of  the  Rockies  and  Canada  east 
of  Montreal:  east  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  far  Atlantic  and  far  western  Canada 
obviously  are  not  covered  by  treaties  of  the  kind  I am  describing. 

Now,  as  to  the  vast  part  of  central  Canada,  there  remains  a 
question  whether  the  treaties,  some  or  all  of  them,  are  valid.  That  is,  if 
some  of  those  treaties  were  guns-to-the-head  treaties,  arguably,  they  are 
simply  not  valid  documents,  because  treaties  are  a contract  and  the  essence 
of  a contract  is  consent.  And  if  the  consent  is  forced,  then  there  is  no 
consent.  So,  from  that  perspective,  arguably,  85  or  90  per  cent  of  Canada 
may  still,  jurisdictionally,  be  Indian  country,  to  which  the  Criminal  Code 
does  not  apply. 

Now  that  legal  situation  may  be,  and  obviously  is,  completely 
unsatisfactory.  The  fact  that  the  law  says  the  white  people  shouldn't  be 
there,  doesn't  alter  the  fact  that  they  are  there.  Well,  the  answer  to  that 
is  to  look  at  the  law,  in  my  terms,  the  answer  at  least  - since  the 
standard  is  justice  as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs  - is  to  have  the 
truth  come  out.  The  answer  is  not,  in  my  view  at  least,  that  which  the 
present  courts  and  government  of  Canada  have  adopted,  which  is  willfully  to 
blind  side  the  international  and  constitutional  law  on  the  pretense  it 
simply  doesn't  exist,  (continued) 
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Babbitt  Appears  Before  Grand  Dury 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

7/8/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  has  made  a second 
apperance  before  a grand  jury  investigating  whether  campaign  gifts 
influenced  the  rejection  of  a proposed  Indian  casino  in  Wisconsin  and 
whether  he  lied  about  it  to  Congress. 

"I  came  here  to  answer  all  of  their  questions.  I'm  happy  to  do  so," 
Babbitt  told  reporters  as  he  left  the  federal  courthouse  on  Wednesday. 

He  called  the  proceedings  "very  professional"  but  would  not  comment 
further.  Babbitt  had  also  testified  before  the  grand  jury  on  Dune  30. 

The  14-month  investigation  by  Independent  Counsel  Carol  Elder  Bruce  into 
the  Interior  Department's  rejection  of  a request  by  three  Chippewa  tribes 
to  open  a casino  in  Hudson,  Wis.,  is  apparently  nearly  conclusion.  Bruce 
has  indicated  she  wants  to  wrap  the  matter  up  by  mid-August. 

The  special  prosecutor  is  trying  to  determine  whether  Babbitt  lied  under 
oath  before  a Senate  committee  about  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
casino  decision,  particularly  whether  it  was  influenced  by  promises  of 
campaign  contributions  to  the  Democratic  Party  by  other  tribes  opposed  to 
the  casino. 

The  rival  tribes  later  gave  the  Democratic  National  Committee  nearly 
$300,000. 

Babbitt  has  vigorously  denied  any  connection  between  campaign 


contributions  and  the  decision  to  reject  the  casino.  He  also  has  denied 
intending  to  mislead  senators  during  the  sometimes  contentious  Senate 
hearing  on  the  matter. 

But  a longtime  friend,  Paul  Eckstein,  a lobbyist  for  the  tribes  seeking 
the  casino,  testified  to  the  same  Senate  Governmental  Affairs  Committee 
that  Babbitt  - during  a meeting  the  day  the  casino  decision  was  made  - 
alluded  to  Democratic  campaign  contributions  and  pressure  from  the  White 
House  to  have  the  matter  settled. 

Babbitt  has  said  Eckstein  misunderstood  the  conversation. 
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Babbitt  Backs  Indian  Fund  Oversight 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  H.  30SEF  HEBERT 
7/10/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - While  defending  in  a civil  lawsuit  his  plan  to  correct 
widespread  problems  with  a $500  million  Indian  trust  fund  program. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  says  some  court  supervision  of  the  trust 
accounts  are  justified  and  welcome. 

Babbitt  resumed  testifying  today  after  more  than  eight  hours  on  the 
stand  Friday  in  the  month-old  trial  of  a lawsuit  filed  by  American  Indians 
demanding  the  courts  overhaul  the  trust  fund  system.  Under  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  the  system  has  been  plagued  by  shoddy  bookkeeping  and 
missing  records. 

Insisting  he  is  a longtime  supporter  of  Indians  dating  back  to  his  work 
30  years  ago  as  legal  adviser  to  the  Navajos,  Babbitt  clashed  repeatedly 
with  plaintiff  attorney  Elliott  Levitas  over  how  aggressive  Babbitt  has 
been  in  dealing  with  Indian  trust  fund  reform. 

Today,  Levitas  cited  a Senate  hearing  transcript  from  January  1993,  when 
Babbitt,  then  only  five  days  into  his  job  as  interior  secretary,  promised 
action  "in  60  days"  to  look  into  trust  fund  accounting  problems.  At  the 
time,  the  transcript  showed,  the  remark  was  greeted  with  laughter,  noted 
Levitas . 

U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  was  expected  to  hear  closing 
arguments  late  next  week,  although  it's  not  certain  when  he  will  issue  a 
decision . 

Babbitt,  the  closing  government  witness  in  the  case,  said  Friday  that  he 
would  favor  a court-appointed  advisory  committee  to  oversee  and  settle 
dispute  as  the  government  overhauls  the  management  of  the  trust  fund 
system.  But  he  insisted  it  would  be  wrong  to  take  responsibility  for  the 
accounts  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Interior  Department. 

"The  involvement  of  the  court  is  very  important,"  he  said.  "It  sends  a 
message  that's  heard  in  Congress,  particularly  on  the  budget  issue." 

Babbitt  defended  a plan  he  put  in  place  a year  ago  aimed  at  correcting 
decades  of  problems  in  administration  of  the  Indian  trust  fund  which  the 
government  concedes  includes  a record-keeping  morass  that  has  made  it 
impossible  to  determine  how  the  money,  involving  more  than  300,000 
personal  accounts,  should  be  distributed. 

When  questioned  by  the  plaintiffs'  lawyer.  Babbitt  acknowledged  that  his 
plan  would  not  resolve  all  of  the  problems,  but  using  a nautical  metaphor 
he  insisted,  "We  are  proceeding  toward  the  safe  harbor.  ...  We're  almost 
there. " 

Attorney  Elliott  Levitas  suggested  to  Babbitt  that  ships  have  been  known 
to  sink  close  to  shore  and  that  his  plan  falls  short  of  ensuring  that  tens 
of  thousands  of  Indians,  many  of  them  poor,  will  receive  the  trust  fund 
money  due  them. 


Congress  directed  in  1994  that  the  management  problems  be  corrected. 

The  plaintiffs  in  the  class-action  lawsuit  are  asking  Lamberth  to 
appoint  a special  master  to  take  over  the  program  from  the  BIA,  and 
eventually  turn  management  of  the  accounts  over  to  a private  corporation. 

"The  BIA  has  a poor  track  record/'  Elouise  Cobell,  a member  of  the 
Blackfeet  Nation  and  the  lead  plaintiff  in  the  case,  said  during  a break 
in  the  trial  Friday.  She  said  she  has  no  confidence  in  Babbitt  moving 
aggressively  to  correct  the  problems. 

Cobell  said  the  government,  in  addition  to  straightening  out  the  trust 
fund  records,  should  reimburse  Indian  account  holders  the  money  that  has 
been  lost  over  the  years  because  of  the  problem.  "It's  at  least  into  the 
billions  of  dollars,"  she  maintained,  although  the  government  has  argued 
such  estimates  are  broad  exaggerations. 

The  trial  is  limited  to  issues  on  how  to  correct  problems  in  the  Indian 
trust  fund  management  system.  Lamberth  has  left  the  question  of  whether 
the  government  must  reimburse  Indians  any  money  - and  if  so,  how  much  - to 
a second  trial,  probably  later  this  year. 

The  government  has  acknowledged  the  Indian  accounts  are  in  disarray. 
Incomplete  receipts  and  disbursement  records  are  scattered  in  more  than 
100  BIA  offices  and  many  of  the  accounts  are  only  a few  dollars  - a few 
pennies  in  some  cases  - because  holdings  over  the  years  have  been 
splintered  as  inheritances  moved  through  generations  of  Indian  families. 

The  money  comes  from  rent,  royalties  and  other  income  from  11  million 
acres  of  land  owned  by  individual  Indians,  many  of  whom  are  very  poor.  The 
lawsuit  address  only  accounts  held  by  individuals.  The  BIA  also  controls 
an  additional  $2.5  billion  in  trust  funds  that  belong  to  tribes,  but  that 
is  not  at  issue  in  the  case. 

"RE : Sundance  Banned  at  Camp  Anna  Mae"  

Date:  Thu,  08  Dul  1999  13:27:52  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Sundance  Banned  at  Camp  Anna  Mae 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

In  my  phone  conversation  with  Louise  Benally  today,  I learned  that  a 
permit  application  for  holding  the  sundance  at  Camp  Anna  Mae  on  HPL  has 
been  turned  down.  The  claim  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  that  it  was  agreed  that 
last  year's  dance  would  be  the  last  one  on  HPL  (see  documents  below). 
However,  that  statement  contradicts  the  original  agreement  made  with 
Ferrell  Secakuku  in  1996,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  sundance 
commitment  was  for  four  years.  Ruth  Benally  was  forced  to  sign  the 
different  agreement  last  year,  in  spite  of  the  earlier  agreement  that 
would  have  allowed  for  the  sundance  to  be  held  this  year,  or  she  would 
not  have  been  given  the  permit.  The  sundance  has  been  held  annually  since 
Duly  8,  1986,  in  protest  of  the  US  Law  that  made  trespassers  out  of  the 
Dineh  families  living  on  their  own  ancestral  land.  The  Hopi  Tribe  is  also 
demanding  that  the  sacred  Sundance  arbor  be  taken  down,  or  they  will  tare 
it  down. 

The  sundance  is  a very  sacred  ceremony,  and  although  not  part  of  the 
Dineh  religious  tradition,  it  has  been  done  by  Lakota  sundancers  at  Camp 
Anna  Mae  as  support  and  unity  with  the  Dineh.  A sundance  commitment  is 
very  binding  and  sacred  to  the  individual  dancer.  It  is  a commitment 
made  by  the  dancer  with  Spirit,  and  can  NOT  be  broken  without  serious 
spiritual  consequences.  Not  allowing  the  sundance  could  have  grave 
consequences  for  the  individual  dancers,  whose  only  sundance  opportunity 
may  be  to  dance  at  Camp  Anna  Mae  this  month  in  a few  days. 

In  my  opinion,  although  the  Dineh  are  trying  their  best  to  appease  the 
Hopi  Tribe  in  regards  to  sundance  permits,  livestock  permits,  permits, 
permits  and  more  permits,  the  whole  permitting  process  is  basically  an 
instrument  of  harassment  used  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  against  the  Dineh  who 
reside  on  HPL.  The  Hopi  tribe's  legal  justification  is  that  the  US 
Government  has  given  them  title  to  that  land.  It  neglects  to  consider 
the  illegal  and  corrupt  processes  that  went  into  the  making  of  the  law 


that  gave  them  that  ownership.  This  ownership  is  enforced  by  the 
BIA/Hopi  enforcement  "army"  against  the  peaceful  Dineh,  who  just  want  to 
herd  sheep  and  raise  corn  and  pray  and  live  as  they  have  for  generations 
upon  their  sacred  land. 

Supporters  are  asked  to  protest  this  further  human  rights  infringement 
by  writing,  emailing,  faxing,  or  phoning  the  Hopi  Tribe.  The  letters  from 
the  Hopi  Tribe  are  reproduced  (from  a FAX)  at  the  bottom. 


THE  HOPI  TRIBE 
Wayne  Taylor,  Dr. 

CHAIRMAN 

Phillip  R.  Quochytewa,  Sr.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Dune  4,  1999 

Ruth  Benally 
P.0.  Box  1042 
Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Dear  Mrs.  Benally: 

This  letter  is  to  inform  you  that  your  request  to  hold  a Sundance  on  the 
Hopi  Reservation  was  considered  but  was  denied  by  the  Hopi  Land  Team  on 
May  27,  1999.  This  decision  is  based  on  the  conditions  that  were  placed 
on  the  approval  given  last  year,  which  you  had  agreed  to.  The  condition 
was  that  the  Sundance  held  last  year  would  be  the  last  Sundance  to  be  held 
on  the  Hopi  Reservation  and  any  future  Sundances  would  be  held  off  the 
Hopi  Reservation. 

You  also  agreed  to  remove  all  structures  within  two  days  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  Sundance,  which  you  failed  to  do  (See  attached  letters, 
request  form  and  Field  Trip  Report  #1792).  These  structures  still  remain 
standing  as  of  this  date. 

Other  conditions  which  remain  to  be  a critical  concern  to  the  Hopi  Tribe 
is  the  danger  of  fire  and  further  damage  to  the  area.  We  appreciate  your 
understanding  in  this  matter  and  respectfully  request  that  you  abide  by 
this  decision. 

Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.,  Chairman  The  Hopi  Tribe 

Attachments 
Xc:  Land  Team 
Tim  Atkcson,  A & P 
Hopi  Resource  Enforcement 
Arnold  Taylor,  DNR 
Clayton  Honyumptewa,  OHL 
Betty  Tso,  DDAY 
Roman  Bitsue,  NHLCO 
Scott  Canty 

Kelsey  Begay,  President,  Navajo  Nation 
Dohn  McCain,  Senator 

P.0.  BOX  123  - KYK0TSM0V1,  AZ.  - 86039  - (520)  734-3000 


THE  HOPI  TRIBE 
Wayne  Taylor,  Dr. 

CHAIRMAN 

Phillip  R.  Quochytewa,  Sr.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Duly  7,  1998 

Ruth  Benally 
P.0.  Box  64 
Kykotsmovi.  AZ  86039 


Dear  Mrs.  Benally: 


Your  request  to  hold  a Sundance  on  the  Hopi  reservation  on  Duly  15-19, 

1998  is  approved  with  the  understanding  and  condition  that  this  be  the 
last  Sundance  held  on  the  Hopi  reservation.  After  this  year,  if  you  are 
to  hold  another  Sundance,  it  will  have  to  be  held  off  the  Hopi  reservation. 

Also,  due  to  conditions  of  the  land  and  the  large  number  of  people 
anticipated  to  attend,  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  very  concerned  about  the  fire 
danger  on  the  range  lands  . Enclosed  is  an  Executive  Order  signed  by 
myself  and  Vice  Chairman  Phillip  Quochytewa,  on  the  Extreme  Fire  Danger, 
which  places  restrictions  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Hopi 
Reservation . 

I also  wish  to  alert  you  about  the  Hantavirus  that  is  a major  health 
concern  at  this  time.  You  should  inform  the  people  in  attendance  about 
this  danger.  I am  also  enclosing  the  Executive  Order  signed  by  myself  and 
Vice  Chairman  Phillip  Quochytewa  which  places  the  entire  Hopi  Reservation 
under  a Hantavirus  Alert  and  some  information  on  this  disease 

Accordingly  I am  placing  the  following  additional  conditions  on  this 
approval : 

1)  There  shall  be  no  open  fires  permitted  unless  and  until  a control  plan 
is  submitted  by  your  group  and  approved  by  this  Office. 

2)  You  must  agree  to  assume  full  liability  for  any  damages  to  persons  or 
property  resulting  from  the  sundance,  including  any  damages  caused  by 
fires . 

3)  You  are  informed,  and  must  agree  to  inform  all  persons  attending  your 
event  that  possession  of  alcohol  and  drugs  is  strictly  prohibited  on  the 
Hopi  Reservation. 

4)  You  must  agree  to  restore  the  site  of  the  event  to  its  original 
conditions  within  a reasonable  time  or  agree  to  reimburse  any  and  all 
costs  incurred  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  do  so. 

P.0.  BOX  123  - KYKOTSMOVI . AZ.  - 86039  - (520)  734  3000  - Fax  (520)  734 
2259 

As  the  staff  of  the  Office  of  Hopi  Lands  has  informed  you,  we  will  have 
the  Hopi  Rangers  patrolling  the  area,  as  well  as  the  monitors,  this  is 
mainly  for  the  safety  of  people  attending  your  ceremony.  I hope  you  can 
appreciate  our  concern  for  the  land  and  will  do  everything  you  can  to 
minimize  any  damage  to  the  area. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.,  THE  HOPI  TRIBE  Chairman 

XC:  Franklin  Hoover,  Office  of  General  Counsel  Land  Team  Keith  Secakuku, 
Hopi  Range  Enforcement  Services  Leigh  Kuwanwisima,  Cultural  Preservations 
Office  Clayton  Honyumptewa,  Office  of  Hopi  Lands  File 

I HAVE  READ  THE  ABOVE  AND  I UNDERSTAND  THAT  BY  SIGNING  THIS  LETTER.  I 
AGREE  TO  THE  CONDITIONS  SET  FORTH. 

Ruth  Benally  7/10/98 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


"RE : Sundance  Will  be  Held  Despite  Hopi  Ban"  

From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman(a)theofficenet . com> 

Date:  Fri,  09  Jul  1999  11:42:23  -0800 

Subj : SUNDANCE  WILL  BE  HELD  DESPITE  HOPI  BAN 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  information  comes  to  me  from  Dim  at  Media  Island  International 
Louise  Benally  tried  to  call  me,  but  couldn't  get  through,  so  she  called 
Dim. 

However,  I would  like  to  comment,  first.  No  disrespect  is  intended  toward 
the  Hopi  people  or  the  Hopi  tribal  government  by  making  this  post.  The 
intent  is  to  emphasize  the  spiritual  importance  of  this  sundance.  Permit 
or  no  permit,  this  sundance  is  too  important  to  be  closed  down.  The  Hopi 
are  asked  to  respect  the  sanctity  of  this  ceremonial  camp  and  not  to  cause 
disruptions  or  stop  invited  guests  from  attending;  just  as  they  wish  to 
keep  disruptions  from  their  own  ceremonies,  they  should  show  this  same 
respect  toward  this  sundance.  The  Hopi  are  spiritual  people.  They  recognize 
sacred  things.  They  try  to  guard  their  religious  practices  from  exploitation 
and  degradation.  Therefore,  they  should  understand  this  and  realize  that 
spiritual  commitments  take  precidence  over  man-made  laws.  The  Dineh  must 
not  be  bound  by  Hopi  Tribal  decisions  that  infringe  or  their  spiritual 
right  to  sponsor  this  sacred  ceremony,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it 
is  part  of  the  Dineh  religious  tradition.  Politics,  government,  laws, 
race,  and  economics  aside,  we  are  all  human  beings.  We  have  a connection 
to  the  Creator.  When  we  pray,  that  is  a sacred  thing.  That  is  between 
us  and  the  Creator.  The  place  where  we  pray  is  sacred,  too.  Its  spirit 
supports  us  in  our  prayers.  (Maybe  it  is  praying  at  the  same  time,  too.. I 
don't  know.)  To  tell  someone  that  they  cannot  pray  in  the  way  that  they 
choose  is  wrong.  If  the  place  where  they  choose  to  pray  is  sacred,  and 
they  are  told  that  they  cannot  pray  there,  then  that  is  wrong,  too.  It 
doesn't  matter  what  race  or  tribe  you  are,  you  have  a right  to  pray.  I 
urge  the  Hopi  Tribal  government,  which  is  made  up  of  fellow  human  beings, 
to  recognize  this  right.  To  the  Hopi  Tribe,  I say,  in  the  depth  of  your 
humanity,  you  know  that  what  I say  is  true.  You  are  not  loosing  face  by 
allowing  this  sundance;  you  are  showing  that  you  really  do  have  an 
understanding  of  what  is  sacred. 

The  media  contact  information  at  the  end  is  provided  for  those  who  wish 
to  voice  their  concerns  about  any  one  or  all  of  the  Big  Mountain  issues. 


Date:  Thu,  8 Dul  1999  22:43:48  -0700 
To:  Bob  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

From:  Media  Island  International  <mii@olywa . net> 

Subj:  re:  Sundance  Banned  at  Camp  Anna  Mae 

7/8/99  pm 

Louise  Benally  called  me  after  reviewing  the  posting  about  the  Sundance 
at  Camp  Anna  Mae. 

She  thanks  the  list  and  would  just  like  to  add  that  they  would  like  public 
pressure  directed  toward  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  the  Navajo  Nation,  and 
the  Department  of  Interior  to  remind  them  (a  paraphrase  excuse  me)  that 
religious  freedom  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  politics.  Separation  of 
church  and  state  will  be  respected  at  the  Sundance  at  Camp  Anna  Mae.  She 
says  they  are  going  on  with  the  ceremony  without  permits  at  this  time, 
and  they  don't  need  permits  for  religious  ceremonies. 

If  people  could  write  and  call  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  the  Navajo  Nation, 
and  the  Dept,  of  Interior,  and  ask  them  to  respect  the  Sundance  at  Camp 
Anna  Mae  at  Big  Mountain,  and  not  continue  the  threats  to  disrupt  the 
ceremony. 

Also,  the  HTC  (with  BIA  assistance  and  "blessings")  has  threatened  to 
bulldoze  two  hogans  that  belong  to  the  Benally  family  there  at/near  Camp 
Anna  Mae.  This  unconscionable  threat  must  be  removed  as  well,  and  no  more 
structures  of  spiritual,  cultural  and  social  significance  can  be  allowed 


to  be  destroyed.  Far  too  much  damage  has  already  been  done  in  the  name  of 
this  genocidal  relocation  policy. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who  can  help  bring  more  awareness  and  needed  pressure 
to  the  officials  involved  so  they  may  feel  the  eyes  of  the  world  watching 
them  closely. 

Peace, 

limmy  Mateson 

Media  Island  International 
(360)  352  8526 
mii@olywa . net 


CONTACT  INFORMATION: 

Wayne  Taylor,  Chairman,  The  Hopi  Tribe 
P.0.  Box  123, 

Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 
Phone:  (520)  734-3000. 

Kevin  Gover, 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  - INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Navajo  Area  Office 

(Navajo  Res.  Only,  Arizona,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico) 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

P.0.  Box  1060 

Gallup,  New  Mexico  87305 

(505)  863-8314  FAX  (505)  863-8245 

Robert  Carolin,  Acting  Superintendent 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Hopi  BIA  Agency 

P.0.  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AY  86034 

USA 

Phone:  001  (outside  the  U.S.) 

Phone:  (520)  738-2249 

Fax:  (520)  738-5187 

Hilda  Manuel 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C Street,  NW 

Mail  Stop  4140 

Washington,  DC  20240 

Phone:  001  (outside  the  U.S.) 

Phone:  (202)716-3602 

Fax:  (202)  208-5320 

Wayne  Nordell 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Phone:  (602)  379-6600 

Fax:  (602)  379-6835 

THE  FOLLOWING  MEDIA  CONTACT  INFORMATION  WAS  PROVIDED  BY  ELLIS  SMITH: 
From:  "Ellis  Smith"  <smithorg(3bellatlantic . net> 

Media  Contact  Email,  Numbers  and  Templates 


Here  is  one  place,  just  click  and  type  or  paste  in  your  favorite 
letter/template,  then  print  and  call/fax  media  and  govt. 


NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY 

RADIO  STATION  EMAIL  ADDRESSES 

GENERAL  MANAGERS,  NEWS  DEPT'S  AND  CONTACT  ADDRESSES 


wbsnnews@brown.edu;  00cjf@williams.edu;  muwmur@marquette.edu; 
tcom@ohiou.edu;  cwinder@julian . uwo . ca  ; dyoder@ksu.edu;  WAMH@amherst.edu; 
mmckay@wbfo.org;  news@wbrs.org;  news@wcbn.org;  wccr@expert.cc.purdue.edu; 
whpk@uchicago.edu;  whsr@jhu.edu;  mtd95003@uconnvm.uconn.edu; 
gm@wnur.org;  mrs200@is5.nyu.edu;  wprb@princeton . edu;  kalx@omsl.berkeley.edu 
kaur@inst . augie.edu;  jcampbell@ukans .edu;  kamp@kamp. arizona .edu; 
evestres@selway.umt . edu  jpaluzzi@boisestate.edu;  kcia@shoko.calarts.edu; 
lagrpa00@usfca .edu;  bthomas@prairiepublic . org;  ljackson@oz .oznet .ksu.edu; 
ghawke@ukans .edu;  klonradio@earthlink.net;  mccain@twsuvm . uc.twsu.edu; 
mcneill@usc.edu;  radio@ksu.edu;  gbeck@ucsd.edu;  kusf@usfca.edu; 
kuoi@uidaho.edu;  KVCU@colorado.edu;  jfitch@unomaha.edu; 
kzsc@cats . ucsc . edu;  gm@kzsu . Stanford . edu  kteq@krypton . hpc . sdsmt . edu; 
larry . bradshaw@jmc .acu.edu 


World@MSNBC.com  CNINewsl@aol.com 


Fox  Comments 
E-mail  Address(es): 
comments@foxnews . com 

Fox  News  Now 
E-mail  Address(es): 
foxnewsnow@foxnews . com 

Fox  News  Watch 
E-mail  Address(es): 
newswatch@foxnews . com 

NBC  Nightly  News 
E-mail  Address(es): 
nightly@nbc . com 


Write  Media  and  your  government  rep's  and  the  white  house  with  relative 
ease.  It's  at 

http : //gen . com/ solutions/ emaildem . htm 


My  Turn  submissions  should  be  sent  to: 

My  Turn  Editor,  Newsweek 

251  West  57th  Street 

New  York,  NY  10019-1894 

or  e-mailed  to:  letters@newsweek.com 

or  faxed  to:  (212)  445-4120  (Attn:  My  Turn  Editor) 


Boston  Globe 

For  your  reference,  here  are  some  other  e-mail  addresses  at  The  Globe: 

localnews@globe . com 
story  ideas,  suggestions 

letter@globe . com 

letters  to  the  editor  (please  include  full  name  and  address) 
ombud@globe.com 

comments  on  our  coverage  (to  Globe  Ombudsman) 


ask@globe . com 

submissions  to  "Ask  The  Globe" 
chat@globe.com 

submissions  to  "Confidential  Chat 
ciweek@globe . com 
City  Weekly  section 
neligion@globe.com 
religion  editor 

WABC-TV. Eyewitness . News@abc . com 


NBC  Nightly  News  <nightly@nbc . com> 

E-MAIL  ADDRESSES  AT  NBC  NEWS  - Our  Fleecing  of  America  segment 

> can  be  reached  at  Fleecing@nbc.com. 

The  Today  Show  can  be  reached  at 

> Today@nbc.com. 

Dateline  can  be  reached  at 

> Dateline@nbc.com. 

Sunday  Meet  the  Press 

> MTP@nbc.com. 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  office32.theofficenet.com 

"RE:  Excerpts  from  Messenger  News  Briefs 

Date:  Sun,  11  Dul  1999  11:50:30  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : And  in  other  news... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

(Thought  these  might  interest  you) 

Excerpts  from  News  Briefs 
Dune  edition  of  First  Nations  Messenger 
@<www.afn.ca> 


Officer  who  killed  Native  youth  receives  promotion 

The  Whitehorse  RCMP  officer  who  fatally  shot  Harley  Clayton  Dohnnie 
(a.k.a.  Timmers)  last  September  has  been  promoted. 

"Constable  Wayne  Foster  has  been  promoted  to  corporal  and  is  being 
transferred  out  of  Whitehorse  to  the  training  academy  in  Regina  for  a 
three-year  posting,"  said  Cheryl  McLain,  spokesperson  for  the  Council  of 
Yukon  First  Nations. 

Members  of  the  Native  community  in  the  Yukon  are  experiencing  mixed 
emotions . 

"Truthfully,  we're  glad  he's  not  here  but  on  the  other  hand  we  want  to 
get  the  word  out  about  where  he  is  and  what  he's  doing.  What  is  he  going 
to  teach  other  cops,  to  shoot  more  Indians?"  said  McLain. 

Timmers  was  shot  three  times  during  an  attempted  arrest. 


Enhancing  the  role  of  Aboriginal  communities  in  corrections 

The  Correctional  Service  of  Canada  (CSC)  is  working  with  Elders  and 
Aboriginal  groups  in  finding  new  ways  to  successfully  reintegrated 
Aboriginal  offenders  once  they  have  entered  the  federal  system. 

The  CSC  has  consistently  repeated  that  there  are  far  too  many  First 
Nations,  Inuit  and  Metis  offenders  in  the  Canadian  correctional  system. 
While  Aboriginal  peoples  account  for  only  2.8  per  cent  of  the  Canadian 
population,  they  represent  16  per  cent  of  the  federal  prison  population. 


The  situation  is  even  worse  in  some  provincial  institutions  where 
Aboriginals  represent  up  to  60  per  cent  of  inmates. 

Current  initiatives  of  the  CSC  include  Aboriginal-focussed  healing 
programs  and  curriculum  within  federal  institutions  and  the  development 
of  healing  lodges  operated  by  Aboriginal  communities  throughout  Canada. 
The  trend  towards  Aboriginal  people  developing  community  corrections 
models,  and  working  with  CSC,  is  beginning  to  gain  momentum.  Communities 
are  starting  to  come  forward  with  initiatives  to  take  over  the  care  of 
their  people  and  offer  services  that  are  more  consistent  with 
community-based  and  cultural-specific  methods  of  healing. 

For  an  information  package,  call  (613)  995-2555. 


Copyright  c.  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
National  Indian  Brotherhood  1999 

"RE : Mohawk  Police"  

Date:  Wed,  07  Dul  1999  11:22:25  GMT 
From:  wlfskr@leba.net  (Pat  Morris) 

Subj : Mohawk  Police 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Mohawk  police  to  issue  state  and  tribal  traffic  tickets 
By  Associated  Press,  07/07/99  02:57 

HOGANSBURG,  N.Y.  (AP)  The  14  officers  of  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Police 
Department  will  soon  be  carrying  two  sets  of  ticket  books  one  for  state 
violations  and  the  other  requiring  offenders  to  appear  in  a new  tribal 
traffic  court. 

"It  will  be  at  the  officer's  discretion"  whether  to  cite  drivers  under 
tribal  code  or  state  law,  police  chief  Wesley  Benedict  said. 

Taken  largely  from  state  traffic  law,  the  tribal  code  was  adopted  in 
March  1998  but  has  gone  unenforced  until  now.  All  drivers  can  receive 
tribal  tickets. 

Missing  from  the  tribal  code  are  sections  dealing  with  drunken  driving 
and  more  serious  infractions  that  are  considered  misdemeanors  or  felonies 
under  state  law.  Those  offenses  will  be  referred  to  New  York  courts  as  in 
the  past. 

State  police  will  not  be  enforcing  the  tribal  code  on  the  St.  Regis 
Mohawk  Reservation,  Capt.  David  E.  Chauvin  said. 

Benedict  said  his  officers,  who  will  begin  enforcing  the  tribal  code  on 
Duly  14,  wrote  tickets  that  generated  about  $72,000  worth  of  revenue  for 
the  state  during  the  past  three  years.  That  money  would  have  been  retained 
by  the  tribe  had  the  tickets  been  written  under  the  tribal  traffic  code. 

"We  do  not  receive  anything  from  the  state,"  Benedict  said.  "Nothing 
comes  back  to  the  tribal  police  or  the  tribe.  And  we  have  issued  an  awful 
lot  of  tickets  for  the  state  since  we  started  (policing  the  reservation) 
in  1995." 

Under  the  new  policy,  fines,  surcharges  and  money  from  the  sale  of 
impounded  vehicles  will  be  kept  by  the  tribe. 

Despite  impoundment  provisions,  the  tribal  code  does  not  provide  a 
method  to  force  nonresidents  to  pay  fines  if  they  do  not  return  to  the 
reservation.  And  convictions  in  tribal  court  are  not  reported  to  the  New 
York  State  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles,  which  means  that  drivers  found 
guilty  of  infractions  don't  have  to  worry  about  collecting  points  against 
their  licenses. 

http : //www. boston . com/dailynews/188/region/ 
Mohawk_police_to_issue_state_aP. shtml 

"RE;  Peltier  Support  During  Clinton's  Visit"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Dul  1999  19:59:06  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj:  Peltier  support  during  Clinton's  visit 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Duly  8,  1999 

Pine  Ridge  Residents  Show  Their  Support  For  Leonard  Peltier  During 
Clinton's  Visit 

During  president  Clinton's  visit  to  the  Lakota  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 
yesterday,  many  local  people  voiced  their  concern  for  Leonard  Peltier.  A 
huge,  yellow  banner  stating,  "IT'S  1999  WHY  IS  LEONARD  PELTIER  STILL  IN 
PRISON?"  hung  in  clear  view  for  Clinton's  arrival.  Many  held  FREE  PELTIER 
signs  and  chanted  "Free  Leonard  Peltier"  during  pauses  in  Clinton's  speech. 
A member  of  the  tribal  council  presented  President  Clinton  with  a copy  of 
Prison  Writings,  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance  and  a letter  from  Leonard  himself. 
At  least  two  people  shook  hands  with  Clinton  and  asked  him  when  he  was 
going  to  free  Peltier.  The  AP  press  covered  the  story  and  included  a 
picture  of  the  Peltier  supporters  with  their  signs  and  a caption  stating, 
"Protesters  in  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  called  for  President  Clinton  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier,  imprisoned  for  the  shootings  of  two  FBI  agents  in  1975." 
Reuters  made  mention  of  the  shoot  out  in  their  story  and  referred  to 
Leonard  Peltier  as  an  " international  cause  celebre."  The  Lincoln  Dournal 
Star  of  Nebraska  included  the  visible  support  for  Peltier  during  the 
Clinton  visit  in  their  story  as  well. 

Edgar  Bear  Runner  announced  Clinton's  visit  at  the  recent  Dune  25-27 
Leonard  Peltier  Organizing  Conference  and  asked  for  supporters  to  come  to 
Pine  Ridge  if  possible.  Some  from  Nebraska  and  even  as  far  as  Texas  went 
to  Pine  Ridge  to  support  these  efforts.  At  the  end  of  Clinton's  speech 
Edgar  yelled,  "In  the  name  of  Dustice  and  Human  Rights,  Free  Leonard 
Peltier!"  Leonard  asks  us  to  express  his  thanks  and  love  for  this  effort. 

According  to  Bear  Runner,  Senator  Tom  Daschle,  who  signed  the  recent 
transfer  of  Lakota  land  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  and  accompanied 
Clinton,  was  booed  and  received  little  applause  from  the  people  in 
attendance.  Desse  Dackson  was  given  a Free  Peltier  button  and  when  asked 
what  he  would  do  to  help  Leonard,  he  replied,  "whatever  I can." 

— LPDC 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 

"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Duly  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Billheimer,  Timothy  Edward 

#R145-111 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  10/29/60 


Brandon,  Harley  Daniel 

#193-849 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/8/40 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ancestry:  Seminole 


Bland,  Kenneth  Lee 

#286-968 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  10/9/49 

Ancestry:  Chippewa-Yellow  Hand 

Bozeman,  David  Louis 
#279-452 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/39 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Burns,  Michael  Ray 
#168159  - 3CCC  HU  #7 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Bobb,  David  L. 

# S1902 
Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Burrage,  George  B 
#303-069 
PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/76 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 

Bobby,  Steve 
#164-828  FHC 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 

Burgdorf,  Edward  Dale 
#503795  CMCC 
PO  Box  53 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102-0539 
Date  of  Birth:  8/15/68 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Butts,  Michael 
87C0013 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  12/24/44 
Ancestry:  Minicon jou/Lakota 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


"RE : Navajos  Looking  for  a Home"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  04:26:37  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Navajos  looking  for  a home.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Where  are  you  my  friends,  scattered  about  like  lost  sheep,  wondering 
and  looking  towards  home.  Where  is  this  gathering  place,  where  we 
talked,  and  shared  a common  voice. .. .there  is  someplace,  somewhere  that 
needs  to  be  found  along  a spring  of  cool  water,  where  there  is  shade 
and  a little  grass  to  lay  down  and  rest  awhile.  Where  are  the  Twin 
Heros,  Changing  Woman,  the  Holy  Beings .. .they  seek  all  their  relations, 
where  have  you  gone 

Yasho....it  is  said  from  far  off,  that  there  might  be  a spot  at 
Navajos2000.com,  a ways  off  toward  Totah,  just  East  of  Nataani  Nez, 
dahtsi  (maybe)  I will  saddle  my  old  horse  and  take  a bedroll.  I will 


travel  on  toward  across  these  dusty  plains  of  life,  and  wait  the  taste 
cool  water,  the  longing  for  songs  in  my  own  tongue.  Oh,  brothers  and 
sisters,  where  have  you  gone.  Let  us  meet  at  the  place  where  the  rivers 
come  together,  over  by  Totah  (Farmington)  and  sing  and  dance,  talking, 
laughing  and  being  as  one  people....  i look  for  the  road  to  take  me 
there  and  so  I go  there  on  the  morrow. 

Where  is  Dody,  Chimera,  Aaron,  Descheenie,  Barehand,  Annoying  Leroy, 
Aasdzaa,  Benally,  and  so  many  others .... sho  I find  myself  on  a flat 
plain  with  no  water  and  poor  food,  there  is  no  comfort  here  and  so  I 
will  travel  on  the  morrow  toward  the  meeting  place. 

I ask  you  friends,  brothers  and  sisters  if  you  should  see  a place  to 

rest  meet  me  there  and  we  will  find  refreshment 

www. navajos2000 . com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Dul  1999  12:56:01  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  114 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
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Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XIV.  FRIDAY,  Dune  30,  1899  NUMBER  36 


VACATION  TIME. 


The  grammars  and  the  spellers. 

The  pencils  and  the  slates. 

The  books  that  hold  the  fractions 
And  the  books  that  tell  the  dates. 

The  crayons  and  the  blackboards. 

And  the  maps  upon  the  wall. 

Must  all  be  glad  together. 

For  they  won't  be  used  till  fall. 

They've  had  to  work  like  beavers 
To  help  the  children  learn; 

And  if  they  want  a little  rest. 

It  surely  is  their  turn. 

They  shut  their  leaves  with  pleasure. 

The  dear  old  lesson-books. 

And  the  crayons  and  the  blackboards 
Put  on  delighted  looks. 

So,  children,  just  remember. 

When  you  are  gone  away. 

Your  poor  old  slates  and  pencils 
Are  keeping  holiday. 

The  grammars  and  the  spellers 
Are  as  proud  as  proud  can  be 
When  the  boys  forsake  their  schoolroom. 
And  the  teacher  turns  the  key. 


THE  INDIAN  IS  ALL  RIGHT  IF  YOU  GIVE  HIM  A SHOW. 


These  were  the  words  of  Major  Pratt  when  interviewed  in  New  York  City 


by  a reporter  of  the  Tribune  a few  days  ago: 

"The  North  American  Indian  is  all  right  if  you  give  him  a show/'  said 
the  Major,  "but  he's  all  wrong  if  crowded  into  a corner  and  held  against 
the  wall. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  of  our  school  are 
considered  among  the  best  farm  and  house  help  obtainable. 

Six  hundred  of  our  pupils  have  just  gone  out  to  farms  and  homes  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  there  is  a demand  for  twice  as  many  more. 

It  is  all  nonsense  to  say  that  the  Indian  will  not  work. 

He'll  work  if  he's  paid  for  it. 

The  money  they  earn  during  vacation  is  their  own,  of  course. 

We  have  900  all  told-500  boys  and  400  girls. 

One  of  our  Indian  girls  is  principal  of  a school  up  in  Connecticut, 
with  two  or  three  assistants,  and  with  200  pupils  to  take  care  of. 

Half  a dozen  of  our  girls  are  successful  trained  nurses. 

Fifteen  of  our  boys  are  to  do  all  the  waiting  at  an  ocean  shore  hotel 
this  summer,  one  of  the  number  being  the  headwaiter." 

"Have  the  boys  any  inventive  faculty?" 

"Hardly  any,"  said  Major  Pratt,  "but  that  isn't  to  be  wondered  at. 
Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  and  the  Indian  until  recently  has 
always  been  taught  that  he  didn't  need  civilization  to  be  happy. 

Five  of  our  boys  have  recently  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  two 
having  gone  to  Porto  Rico,  two  to  Cuba  and  one  to  Manila. 

Depend  upon  it,"  said  Major  Pratt,  "the  Indian  is  all  right  if  you 
give  him  a fair  show." 


TO  WHICH  TRIBE  DO  WE  BELONG? 


The  Advance  has  this  in  its  last  year's  Fourth-of-luly  number,  and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  wonders  if  it  is  appropriate  for  us: 

The  "I-CAN'T"  savages  belong  to  the  same  tribe  that  the  "I'm  just 
agoing-to-do-it"  aborigines  do,  and  both  are  near  relatives  of  the 
"Don 't-amount-to-much"  gang. 

It  is  hard  work  civilizing  such  people. 

The  " just-agoing-to-do-it"  fellows  are  too  numerous  for  their  own 
good . 

They  never  amount  to  much  at  any  time  or  anywhere  until  after  they 
learn  a better  way  of  thinking  and  acting. 


A BIT  OF  COMFORT. 


A writer  says: 

No  wise  man  ever  lived  who  did  not  at  times  make  a fool  of  himself. 
Another  says: 

If  we  look  for  the  contented  man  we  may  often  find  him  asleep  when  he 
ought  to  be  at  work. 


(page  2) 
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Robert  Emmett , '99,  and  Caleb  Sickles,  '98,  are  having  good  enough 
times  at  the  sea  shore  if  we  may  judge  from  recent  letters. 

Leonidas  Chau  [Chawa],  of  California,  died  this  week  and  was  buried 
last  Saturday,  Rev.  Ganss  of  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Carlisle  officiating 
at  the  funeral  services,  held  in  the  school  chapel.  Leonidas  began  her 
illness  not  long  since  with  violent  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs  and  it 
seemed  impossible  to  check  them.  She  has  been  with  us  but  a short  time 
but  is  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 

Isaac  Seneca,  Samuel  Brown,  Dohn  Warren,  George  Ferris,  Frank  Beale, 
Frank  Keiser  and  George  Welch  are  the  delegates  from  our  school  for 
Bible  study,  at  Northfield,  Massachusetts.  They  left  yesterday,  joining 
Professor  Bakeless  at  Harrisburg.  The  Professor  will  have  charge  of  the 
camp,  and  they  expect  a good  and  profitable  time. 

The  little  potato-bug  pickers,  the  smallest  workers  at  our  school,  get 
up  bright  and  early  without  calling  when  they  have  to  go  to  the  farm  to 
pick  potato  bugs,  and  they  work  like  little  turks,  for  they  get  paid  "by 
the  piece".  Pieces  of  bugs  do  not  count,  but  the  pay  is  by  the  pint, 

and  they  thus  earn  their  Fourth  of  Duly  money.  It  is  not  a picnic  for 

them  exactly  but  might  be  called  pick-bug-nick. 

When  pressed  with  duties  and  social  demands  it  is  so  easy  to  say:  "I 
haven't  time  to  read  this  and  that."  See  what  the  eminent  editor  of  the 
Sunday  School  Times  says  on  this  point:  No  man  delays  reading  or  writing 
what  he  really  WANTS  to  read  or  write  just  now,  because  he  lacks  time. 

He  may  lack  sufficient  interest  in  the  subject  to  take  hold  of  it  at 
once  and  do  it  just  now,  with  his  occupations  as  they  are.  But  let  him 

not  deceive  himself  with  the  thought  that  his  trouble  is  a lack  of 

time.  If  he  wants  to  do  a thing,  he  can  do  it,  and  he  will  do  it,  and 
the  more  he  has  to  do  besides  this,  the  easier  he  can  find  extra  time  to 
do  this.  There  may  be  a dozen  good  reasons  why  he  delays  doing  this, 
but  a lack  of  time  is  not  one  of  the  dozen." 

Miss  Rote's  friends  are  sorry  to  learn  of  a painful  accident  sustained 
last  week  in  which  she  received  several  cuts  and  bruises  from  the 
explosion  of  the  kitchen  range  at  the  Westtown  Friends'  Boarding  School, 
this  State.  She  has  the  warm  sympathy  of  her  Carlisle  friends,  as  she 
lies  waiting  for  the  stitches  in  her  wounds  to  heal. 

The  most  elaborate  commencement  program  received  thus  far  has  been  the 
one  sent  to  us  by  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  Industrial  School,  for  the  week 
commencing  Dune  16th.  It  is  neatly  printed  on  fine  paper  with  parchment 
cover,  gilt  ornamentation,  tied  with  silk  cord  and  tassel.  Among  the 
numbers  announced  for  the  20th  we  noticed  that  Corbett  Lawyer,  '99, 
Carlisle,  who  is  an  employee  at  Santa  Fe,  is  to  play  the  cornet  in  a 
duet . 

William  Hazlett,  who  was  graduated  from  Carlisle  in  1895,  has  entered 
the  commercial  department  for  a two  years'  course.  He  has  been  employed 
at  the  Seger  school  for  some  time  but  decided  that  to  secure  a higher 
position  he  needed  more  education.  -[Haskell  Leader.  We  are  sorry  that 
William  did  not  feel  able  to  go  to  some  school,  not  Indian,  seeing  that 
he  has  spent  several  years  already  where  all  expenses  were  paid  by  the 
Government.  Is  it  not  about  time  that  Indian  School  graduates  should 
support  themselves? 

Frank  Bender  who  is  on  a farm  not  far  from  Philadelphia  says  by  letter 
to  his  teacher  that  although  the  work  of  the  farm  requires  long  hours, 
he  finds  some  time  to  read  and  study.  He  began  shorthand  before  he  went 
out  and  he  practices  some,  while  for  his  books  to  pick  up  at  odd  times 
he  has  "the  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  and  "Thrift"  by  Smiles.  He  likes  his 
place  and  the  people  are  kind  and  nice  to  him  he  says.  They  were 
pleased  with  a visit  from  Mr.  Ralston,  recently.  Fred  Tibetts  lives  but 
a short  distance  away  and  they  visit  together  when  time  permits. 

The  Harrisburg  Telegraph  gives  the  story  of  Saturday's  game  between 
the  Indians  and  the  Country  Club  in  these  words:  One  could  not  hope  for 


a prettier  sight  in  a long  day's  journey  than  the  Country  Club  grounds 
presented  Saturday  during  the  baseball  game  with  the  Carlisle  Indian 
School  team.  Everywhere  the  broad  lawns  were  dotted  with  ladies  and 
gentlemen  in  summer  attire,  while  the  Steelton  Band,  stationed  under  the 
trees,  gave  forth  the  inspiring  strains  of  Sousa.  The  Indians  defeated 
the  Club.  The  score  was  12  to  5.  A feature  of  the  game  was  the 
pitching  and  battling  of  "Soxy, " the  Indian  player. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dandridge  who  have  served  Carlisle  for  a number  of  years 
as  cook  and  assistant  have  been  transferred  on  their  request  to  Western 
schools,  the  former  to  Fort  Apache  as  cook  and  the  latter  to  Kearns' 
Canyon,  Arizona.  Mrs.  Dandridge  hopes  to  receive  a transfer  in  the  near 
future  to  the  same  school  with  her  husband.  Both  have  great  ability  in 
their  line  of  work  and  will  be  missed  at  Carlisle.  The  special  feature 
of  the  kitchen  under  Mr.  Dandridge's  charge  was  its  cleanliness.  His 
expansive  and  spotless  tables  were  remarked  upon  by  all  visitors.  Mrs. 
Dandridge  is  a fashionable  dress-maker  in  addition  to  her  capabilities 
as  a cook.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  wishes  them  well  in  their  new 
field. 


(P  3) 

Mosquitoes  are  presenting  their  bills. 

Several  hard  storms  have  gone  around. 

The  band  left  at  3 o'clock  yesterday  morning  for  Kutztown. 

Arthur  Pratt,  typo,  has  gone  to  the  country  for  the  summer. 

The  new  wheel  rack  in  the  shop  court  will  be  a convenience. 

Mrs.  Pettinos,  of  Bethlehem,  was  among  the  callers  of  the  week. 

Major  Pratt  is  limping  with  a lame  hip.  Rheumatism. 

Misses  Cutter  and  Luckenbach  dined  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wile  last  Friday. 

This  is  the  kind  of  weather  that  gives  the  butter  a chance  to  spread 
itself. 

Mr.  Dos.  A Grishaber  of  Harrisburg,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Forster  on 
Sunday. 

Since  the  recent  rains,  corn  is  doing  its  best  in  trying  to  reach  the 
height  of  its  ambition. 

Let  no  man  think  ill  of  the  watermelon  because  botanists  call  it  a 
"cucurbitaceous"  fruit. 

Sunday  school  picnics  are  at  hand  but  the  Indian  school  does  not  seem 
to  be  in  them  this  year. 

Be  sensible  about  where  you  throw  a lighted  firecracker.  It  is  not 
smart  to  through  it  AT  a person. 

Mr.  Standing  and  Master  Dack  have  returned  from  Pine  Grove  where  they 
were  taking  a vacation  in  the  mountain  breezes. 

Watch  out  for  these  runners-the  runners  who  RUN  into  debt,  for  they 
soon  develop  in  to  great  crawlers,  and  crawl  out  if  they  can. 

Little  Edmund  Wheelock  was  very  indignant  when  someone  called  a 
firefly  a fly.  He  says  they  are  bugs  with  "lec-lic  light  on  their 
tails . " 

Superintendent  A.H.  Viets  of  the  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  Indian  School, 
is  to  have  a Sloyd  teacher,  and  is  pleased  over  the  fact,  while  Miss 
Ericson's  "Sloyd  heart,"  as  she  expresses  it,  rejoices  that  the  benefits 
of  this  hand  training  is  being  recognized,  and  that  such  teaching  is  in 
demand . 

Whoever  borrowed  "Curiousities  of  early  Colonial  Laws"  will  greatly 
oblige  Major  Pratt  by  returning  it  at  once.  It  has  been  missing  for 
sometime  from  his  library,  and  he  thinks  one  of  the  students  borrowed 
it . 

The  Band  has  been  fitted  out  with  new  uniforms,  and  the  tailors 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  neatness  and  dispatch  with  which  they  did 
the  work.  It  is  no  small  task  to  make  sixty  men's'  suits,  but  Mr. 
Snyder,  the  instructor  in  tailoring,  seems  to  have  the  knack  of  holding 
the  interest  of  his  boys,  and  getting  their  best  efforts.  The  secret, 
no  doubt,  is  that  he  is  interested  himself.  At  no  time  of  day  can  one 
pass  the  tailor  shop  when  the  boys  are  not  all  quietly  pursuing  their 
work  with  an  intensity  of  purpose  that  is  marked  in  their  every  move. 

We  do  not  get  pay  for  saying  this,  but  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 


the  mouth  speaketh  sometimes,  and  the  writer  has  noticed  this  state  of 
affairs  all  winter. 

Commencement  at  Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  this  week! 

Haskell  is  one  of  the  largest  Indian  Training  Schools  of  the  west,  and 
the  second  started  after  Carlisle.  Forest  Grove,  now  Chemawa  was  the 
first . 

Mrs.  Marion  W.  DeLoss  has  been  transferred  from  the  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Michigan  Indian  School,  where  she  was  Assistant  Matron,  to  Carlisle  as 
Assistant  Matron,  to  report  Duly  1st. 

The  open  air  concert  to  be  given  by  the  band  on  the  Fourth  of  Duly 
will  be  a little  extra.  Part  I.  1.  Overture,  Tanhauser-Wagner;  2. 
Selection  from  Opera  Martha-Flotow;  3.  Valse  Mexicaine-Estradaj  4. 
Medley.  Black  Brigade-Beyer;  5.  Romanza  from  Zelmina  and  Azor-Spohr. 

Part  II.  1.  Overture,  William  Tell-Rosini;  2.  Andante  From  First 
Symphony-Beethoven;  3.  War  Songs  of  the  Boys  in  Blue- Laurendeauj  4. 
Scenes  from  Cavalleria  Rusticanna-Mescagni;  5.  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

At  all  of  these  concerts  so  much  enjoyed  by  the  school,  the  people  of 
town  are  welcome,  and  they  cannot  find  a pleasanter  park  in  which  to 
take  a ramble. 

A gentleman  riding  along  the  country  road  not  far  from  Hillside,  saw 
two  of  our  girls  come  from  the  post  office  with  their  Indian  HELPERS. 

He  says:  "I  noticed  how  eagerly  they  perused  its  pages  as  they  walked 
along  the  roadside  toward  home."  That  little  act  brought  a subscription 
to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand,  for  the  gentleman  went  home  and  sent  a 
letter  at  once  saying  he  wanted  the  HELPER. 

One  of  our  Indio-American  teachers  is  suffering  from  a small  lack  of 
flesh,  and  a friend  who  was  deprecating  the  fact  that  she  herself,  had 
too  much  of  the  "too,  too  solid  flesh"  was  talking  about  anti-fat,  when 
the  former  said  she  believed  she  would  begin  taking  "anti-lean"  if  she 
thought  it  would  do  her  any  good. 

Seven  of  the  small  boys  were  caught  after  dark  knocking  small  green 
apples  from  the  tree  back  of  the  teachers'  quarters.  They  walked  around 
the  flag  staff  for  an  hour,  with  the  promise  of  more  severe  punishment 
should  the  offense  be  repeated.  During  the  twenty  years  of  the  history 
of  our  school  there  has  been  scarcely  any  trouble  from  our  students 
raiding  fruit  trees  or  orchards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  school,  and  the 
intention  is  that  there  shall  not  be  any  trouble  whatever  on  this  line. 

Charles  Roberts,  lames  Johnson  and  Edwin  Moore  of  the  Printers' 
Fraternity,  have  gone  to  the  sea-shore  to  wait  on  table  for  the  summer. 
Several  of  the  Indian  boys  are  already  there,  and  we  shall  expect  to 
hear  of  them  having  great  times  battling  with  the  waves  and  sail-boats 
to  say  nothing  of  the  table  orders  they  may  expect  to  get  puzzled  over. 

School  closed  on  Friday  last.  Some  feel  it  a little  hardship  at 
first  to  work  all  day,  but  when  they  look  at  it  in  the  right  light,  they 
immediately  change  their  minds  and  are  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  work 
as  MEN  and  WOMEN  work  for  eight  hours  a day.  Some  are  even  sorry  that 
the  hours  are  not  TEN  so  that  they  may  still  more  prove  their  capability 
of  enduring  REAL  MEN'S  work.  With  all-day  work  come  opportunities  for 
learning  that  cannot  be  gained  in  half  day  periods. 


(page  4) 

THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 


Before  another  HELPER  reaches  its  subscribers  we  will  have  celebrated 
the  Nation's  Birthday. 

In  1776  the  Congress  of  delegates  from  the  Thirteen  British  Colonies 
in  North  America  appointed  a committee  to  draft  a paper  which  should 
proclaim  the  separation  of  the  colonies  from  the  British  Government. 

On  the  Fourth  day  of  July,  this  document  was  adopted  and  it  has  ever 
since  been  called  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

To  celebrate  this  great  event  people  generally  think  they  must  make  a 
noise. 

Children  buy  fire-crackers , pinwheels  and  rockets,  and  no  one  who  is 
patriotic  says  to  the  "Keep  quiet"  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

It  is  a general  holiday,  and  families  take  pleasant  excursions  to  the 


woods  and  eat  dinner  on  the  banks  of  streams. 

The  United  States  Flag  floats  from  every  spire  and  the  houses  in  towns 
and  country  are  decorated  with  red,  white  and  blue. 

"Flag  of  the  brave!  Thy  folds  shall  fly. 

The  sign  of  hope  and  triumph  high." 

Bells  ring  and  the  firing  of  cannon  begins  with  sun-rise  and  even 
earlier . 

There  are  public  meetings  in  which  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is 
read  and  martial  music  and  processions  are  in  order. 

In  the  evening,  fireworks  play  a prominent  part  of  the  celebration, 
and  altogether  it  is  a long  day  to  be  remembered  by  young  and  old  as 
filled  with  thrilling  experiences  and  pleasant  pastimes,  until  the 
midnight  hour. 


WORSE  THAN  CHEWING  AND  SMOKING. 


A young  man,  reeking  with  the  odor  of  tobacco,  was  accosted  by  an 
intimate  friend  with  the  question: 

"What  ever  set  you  to  smoking?" 

"Oh!  all  the  fellows  do  it,"  was  the  reply. 

The  confession  was  more  pitiable  than  the  habit  itself. 

The  use  of  tobacco  is  bad  enough,  but  to  be  a weak  and  unreasonable 
follower  of  "the  fellows,"  is  ten-fold  worse.  -[Wellspring. 


WAS  PROFESSOR  BAKELESS  SMOKING? 


The  following  incident  is  a good  illustration  of  how  evil  stories 
start,  sometimes. 

A gentleman  was  passing  two  ladies  the  other  evening. 

"Who  is  that?"  asked  one,  as  he  approached. 

"Professor  Bakeless." 

"Why,  no.  That  is  not  Professor  Bakeless.  That  man  is  smoking. 
Professor  does  not  smoke." 

"Well,  it  is  Professor,  anyhow." 

And  just  then  he  stood  in  a position  to  show  that  the  light  which  was 
supposed  to  come  from  a cigar,  was  a fire-fly  near  his  nose;  and  so  the 
Professor  is  still  clear  of  the  charge  of  being  "a  fool  at  one  end  with 
fire  at  the  other  end"  of  a twisted  weed. 


PLUCK,  NOT  LUCK. 


A boy  of  my  acquaintance  is  always  whining  about  his  ill  luck. 

Most  of  it  is  the  result  of  laziness  or  carelessness. 

When  people  have  youth  and  strength  there  is  not  much  bad  luck  that 
cannot  be  overcome  by  good  pluck. 

Luck  has  to  do  with  people  who  are  always  looking  around  for  crutches 
and  props. 

Pluck  has  to  do  with  those  who  stand  erect  and  do  their  share  of  the 
lifting. 

It  requires  pluck  in  life  not  only  to  do  things  but  the  bear  them,  but 
it  is  a grand  quality  that  will  help  boys  and  girls  to  grow  into  men  and 
women  worthy  of  respect.  -[Our  Boys  and  Girls. 


DO  YOU  RIDE  A WHEEL? 


The  Farm  lournal  says: 

If  you  ride  a wheel,  avoid  the  monkey  on  a stick  style.  It  is  not 
only  ungraceful,  but  unhealthy  and  idiotic  to  ape  professional  racers. 


The  same  excellent  lournal  says  in  regard  to  milking  and  milkers: 

The  unalterable  rule  would  be  enforced  in  regard  to  milking  suits  or 
overalls . 

They  should  be  changed  often  and  kept  clean. 

Never  allow  the  milking  to  be  done  in  clothes  loaded  with 
perspiration . 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  7,  3,  5,  10  is  something  that  is  in  glass  and  must  be  in  people  if 
they  expect  to  amount  to  anything. 

My  2,  1,  6 comes  from  the  sun. 

My  9,  11,  12  is  another  word  for  "No." 

My  2,  8,  4,  9 is  where  young  people  go  who  drink  whiskey  freely. 

My  whole  is  something  that  came  to  Carlisle  on  the  25th,  and  was  very 
much  appreciated. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Blankets. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  In  The  Wind"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  11:51:16  -0800 
From:  kibbey@sierra.net 
Subj : "In  The  Wind" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

"IN  THE  WIND" 

Grandfather, 

Quietly  alone, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

Through  my  ancestor's 
I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

Of  the  shadows  gone  by, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

The  path  of  the  Circle, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

In  life  we  live, 

Amd  we  die. 

As  we  walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

May  the  spirit  of  my  people. 

Always  live  on. 

As  we  walk  within, 

A time  that  is, 

A time  that  always  will  be. 

Forever, 


In  the  wind. 


Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 
by: 


<>  kibbey@sierra.net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director  <> 
<>  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 
<>  1581  Pinenut  Circle  <> 
<>  Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Dul  99  02:15:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  18-24 

IULAI 

18 

A dragon  kite  soars  and  ripples  in  the  summer  breeze. 

19 

Sculptures  are  formed  of  the  shifting  sand  ...  and  swiftly  erased. 

20 

Accept  what  must  be  ...  only  if  you  cannot  make  it  better. 

21 

With  each  lesson  learned,  stand  a little  taller. 

22 

No  victory  is  beyond  our  grasp. 

23 

Rise  with  the  dawn  if  you  would  take  full  measure  of  the  new  day. 

24 

The  mountains  watch  over  this  land,  silent  sentinels  of  the  Gods. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Duly  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  12  Dul  1999  22:17:16  -0500 
From:  jpm  < jpm@pensys . com> 

Subj:  TRADITIONAL  ANNISHINABE  POW-WOW  - Honor  The  Fire  Keepers 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Honor  The  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Pow  Wow  (Gathering) 

Dunn  Field  in  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin 
Duly  23,  24,  & 25. 

Host  Drum  Maiengen  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

MC  Chuck  Whitebird  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

Arena  Director  Larry  Smart  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

Advisor  Ken  Danielson  (Fond  du  Lac,  MN)  Ojibwe 

Fire  Keeper  Deff  Laux  (Burlington,  WI)  Potawatomi 

Head  Dancer  - Male  Bob  Stone  Ojibwe 

Head  Dancer  - Female  Doline  Decora  Ojibwe 


We  gather  to  give  thanks  to  Gitche  Mannydo  (Creator)  for  providing 
spiritual  strength  and  guidance  and  to  His  creation  Turtle  Island 
(Mother  Earth)  for  providing  our  physical  needs.  We  also  honor  the 
Powawatomi  People  forced  to  leave  the  shores  of  Kiswauketoe  (Lake 
Geneva,  WI)  in  1836. 

Public  Invited  & encouraged  to  attend.  All  are  invited  to  dance  during 
Inter-Tribal  dances,  enjoy  the  drums  and  singing,  meet  new  friends,  and 
try  new  foods.  Native  vendors  will  be  present  with  their  crafts  and 
wares.  GREAT  FRY  BREAD! 

Pow  Wow  is  a gathering  of  Native  American  people.  We  invite  all  our 
neighbors,  regardless  of  race,  to  come  to  our  gathering  and  learn  about 
us.  All  are  welcome.  We  ask  that  you  respect  our  gathering  and  not  bring 
any  alcohol,  drugs,  or  fireworks! 

Miigwich  (thank  you) ! 


Date:  Mon,  12  3ul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
3ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Sat,  3 3ul  1999  01:17:29  -0400 
From:  <rmwillis@LocalLink.net> 

Subj:  7th  Annual  Gathering  of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 


Seventh  Annual  Gathering  Of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Hosted  By:  Pokagon  Band  of  Potawawtomi 
Where:  Dowagiac,  Michigan 
When:  Duly  29  - August  1 

The  Pokagon  Band  Gathering  Committee  is  selling  satin  jackets  to 
commemorate  the  gathering.  Please  visit  the  gathering  site  for  more 
information . 

www.mich . com/~pokagon/gathering. htm 

or  visit  the  Pokagon  Band  website  at 
www.mich.com/~pokagon/index.htm 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10029 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10029 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  nedstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Duly  11  - August  8 
Competitive  Art  Show 

Muskogee,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum.  918-683-1701 
Duly  16-18 

Comanche  Flomecoming  Pow  wow 
Walters,  Sultan  Park.  580-875-6217 
Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

~ DULY  14-16  ~ 

Peguis  16th  Annual  Powwow 

Peguis  MB 

Dave: 204-645-2320 

~ DULY  14-18  ~ 

1999  Kainai  Fair,  Powwow  and  Rodeo 
Standoff  AB 

Wayne/Nadine: 403-737-3753 
~ DULY  15-18  ~ 

Chapel  Island  First  Nation  Powwow 
Syney  NS 

Kevin  Dohnson:902-535-3317 
~ DULY  16-18  ~ 

Onion  Lake  International  Powwow 

Onion  Lake  SK 

Sharon  Dimmy:306-344-2525 

Me-Gwitch  Mahomonen  Powwow 
Ball  Club  MN 

218-335-8289  or  218-335-8387 

8th  Annual  Grand  Celebration 

Flinckley  MN 

800-472-6321 

Skwlax  Powwow 
Chase  BC 
250-679-3203 

Flead  Smashed-In  Buffalo  Dump  Annual  Powwow 

Fort  ManLeod  AB 

Louisa  Crowshoe:403-553-2731 

7th  Annual  Powwow 
Salamanca  NY 
716-754-2169 


Mandaree  Celebration 
Mandaree  ND 


701-759-3311 


Dakota  Wacipi  Oyate  Gathering 

Sioux  Valley  MB 

Corrine  Evans : 204-855-2536 

~ DULY  17-18  ~ 

Walpole  Island  Powwow 
Walpole  Island  ON 
Glen/Evelyn: 519-628-5375 

~ DULY  17-20  ~ 

Dene  Gathering:  100th  Anniversary  of  Treaty  Celebrations 

Fond  du  Lac  SK 

Don  Deranger : 306-953-7234 

~ DULY  19-20  ~ 

Plains  Indians  Museum  18th  Annual  Powwow 

Cody  WY 

307-578-4049 

~ DULY  20-23  ~ 

AFN  20th  Annual  General  Assembly  & North  American  Gathering 

Vancouver  BC 

613-241-6789 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
DULY  1999 

Duly  14  through  19:  Annual  Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow  on 
the  Flathead  Reservation  in  Elmo,  Montana 

Duly  16,  17  and  18;  New  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5232 

Duly  16,  17  and  18:  All  Nations  Pow  Wow,  Los 
Vaqueros  Rodeo  Arena  off  Hwy  38  and  Zaca  Road;  Big 
Bear  City,  CA;  (909)  585-6532  or  (510)  465-3267 

Duly  17  through  20:  Red  Bottom  Pow  Wow;  Frazer,  MT; 

(406)  695-2293  or  768-5155,  ext.  338 

Duly  22  through  25:  Dulyamsh  Celebration  in  Post 
Falls,  ID;  1-800-523-2464,  ext.  272 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations 
Pow  Wow  at  the  Daly  Mansion  in  Hamilton,  MT;  (406) 

363-5383  or  (406)  726-3701 

Duly  23,  24  and  25:  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow;  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry,  GA;  (912)  787-5180 
(eves);  nativeway@mindspring.com 

Duly  24,  25  and  26:  Standing  Bear  Pow  Wow;  Poplar,  MT;  (406)  768-5127 

Duly  24  through  27:  Badlands  Pow  Wow;  Brockton,  MT; 

(406)  786-3406  or  768-5112 

Duly  30,  31  and  Aug.  1:  31st  Annual  Southern 
California  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Orange  City 
Fairgrounds;  Costa  Mesa,  CA;  (714)  663-1102 


Duly  30  and  August  1:  Font  Belknap  Pow  Wowj  Font  Belknap,  MT 


Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  07:39:18  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 

Subj : 5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Location:  O'Neil  Park,  corner  of  6th  St.  and 
Broadway,  Sacramento,  CA 
Dates  and  times: 

Friday,  August  6,  1999  7:00  PM 

Traditional  California  Dancers 

Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

10:00  AM- 11: 00  PM 

Grand  Entry:  Noon  & 6:00  PM 

Sunday,  August  8,  1999 

10:00  AM-7:00  PM  Grand  Entry:  Noon 

Public  Welcome!  Free  Parking 

Arts  & Crafts*Food*Contest  Dancing- 

$2.00  registration  fee* 

Pow  Wow  Daily  admission: 

General  $3.00  Youth(12  & under)  & Senior  FREE 
All  Drums  Welcome.  First  Five  Drums  Will  Be  Paid. 
Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Tom  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Arena  Director: 

Art  Martinez,  Chumash 
Flead  Man  Dancer: 

Thomas  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Flead  Lady  Dancer: 

Rose  Avad,  Ojibwa 
Host  Northern  Drum: 

High  Noon,  Alberta,  Canada 
Host  Southern  Drum: 

Bad  Medicine,  Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Tabulation(Open  Book): 

Lana  Hicks,  Washoe/Paiute 
No  Drugs  & No  Alcohol. 

For  more  information  call: 

(916)  421-0657 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj:  update  on  festival 

hey  gary..here  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do. . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 
10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 


HM:  Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 

HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  23:29:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Northern  Events/Summer  update 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
^Summer  1999~ 

Note:  Refer  to  Southern  lists  for  abbreviations  key. 


Duly  15-18:  Honor  the  Earth  Homecoming  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Honor  the  Earth 
Pow  Wow  Grounds,  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Ojibwe  Reservation,  10  miles  SE  of 
Hayward,  WI.  Info:  Stoney  Larson  (715)  634-8924/fax:  634-6058,  or 
slarson@lcoschools.org. 

Duly  16-18:  Native  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  Pow  Wow,  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Salamanca,  NY.  Info:  (716)  283-0084. 

Duly  16-18:  Chapel  Island  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Chapel  Island  Pow  Wow  Grounds, 
Richmond  County,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada.  Info:  (902)  535-3317. 

Duly  16-18:  Natoaganeg  Pow  Wow,  Eel  Ground  First  Nation,  Eel  Ground,  New 
brunswick,  Canada.  Info:  Emerson  Francis  or  Howard  McKay  (506)  627-4600/fax: 
627-4602. 

Duly  17-18:  Alpine  Hills  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Living  History  Encampment,  In 
memory  of  Russell  Two  Feathers  Cyrus,  Alpine  Hills  Resort,  County  Road  139, 
off  State  Route  39,  near  Dover,  OH.  MC:  Hank  Haughtaling,  HM:  Day  Wolf  Eyes, 
HL:  Andrea  Tuscan,  HV:  Bob  Parins,  HD:  Red  Bird  Singers;  additional  Drums: 

Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Info:  Beverly  Angel  (Dancers  & Vendors) 
(330)  364-1298;  Doanne  Maley  (Living  History)  (330)  343-8717. 

Duly  17-18:  Honoring  Our  Heritage  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Cross  Roads  Village, 
Mt.  Morris,  MI.  Info:  (810)  239-6621. 

Duly  17-18:  Return  to  Beaver  Creek  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Matarazzo  Farms, 
Belvidere,  ND.  Info:  (908)  475-3671. 

Duly  22-25:  Winnebago  Homecoming  Festival,  Vetran's  Park,  Winnebago,  NE. 

Info:  (402)  878-2272. 

Duly  23-25:  Keweenaw  Bay  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ojibway  Campground,  Baraga,  MI. 
Info:  Pauline  or  Terry  (906)  353-6623. 

Duly  23-25:  Honor  the  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Dunn  Field,  Lake 
Geneva,  WI.  Info:  (414)  473-7748  or  248-2784  (daytime). 

Duly  23-25:  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Kansas 
Coliseum,  650  North  Seneca,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  MAAIC  (316)  262-5221  or 
263-7327. 

Duly  24-25:  Grand  River  Champion  of  Champions  Pow  Wow,  Chiefswood  Park,  Six 
Nations  Grand  River  Reserve,  Ohsweken,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  Evelyn  (519) 
445-4391  or  758-5444. 


Duly  24-25:  Thunderbird  Dancers  Pow  Wow,  Queens  County  Farm  Museum,  73-50 
Little  Neck  Parkway,  Floral  Park,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Louis  (201)  587-9633  or 


(718)  347-3276. 


Duly  24-25:  Gaguguwon  Traditional  Indian  Pow  Wow,  AuSable  Chuldren's  Park, 
AuSable,  MI.  Info:  Doe  Ireland  (517)  739-1994. 

Duly  25:  Native  American  Fair  & Pow  Wow,  Hassanamisco  Reservation,  80  Brigham 
Hill  Road,  Grafton,  MA.  Info:  (508)  393-2080. 

Duly  28-Aug.  7:  North  American  Indigenous  Games,  Mandaree,  ND.  Info:  Shirley 
Richter  (800)  235-7654. 

Duly  29-Aug.  1:  Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Pow  Wow,  Zane 
Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Route  540,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937) 
562-9592  or  (614)  443-5898. 

Duly  30-Aug.  1:  Lake  of  the  Eagles  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Eagle  Lake  First 
Nation,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  755-5526. 

Duly  31-Aug.  1:  White  Cloud's  Traditional  Purple  Heart  Pow  Wow,  Lake  White 
Cloud,  White  Cloud,  MI.  Info:  Gene  Reid  (616)  689-0344. 

Duly  31-Aug.  2:  Wikwemikong  Pow  Wow,  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Info:  (705)  859-2385. 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  anyone  seeking 
information  on  upcoming  events.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  along  to 
your  friends. 

Also:  Anyone  wishing  to  receive  updates  on  pow  wows  & related  events  from 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  & Kansas  may  send  50  cents  & a SASE  to:  Pow  Wow 
Listing,  501  Farm  Road  2030,  Monett,  MO  65708. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 
Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 
rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend.  Gates  open  9am-5pm. 

Admission:  Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3.00;  Sr.  Citizens,  Handicapped  & 
children  under  6 admitted  free.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart 
Saeger,  HD:  Caney  Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special 
guest:  Wolf  (Native  American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard 
& Warrior  Society  will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome. 
Hosted  by  Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees. 

Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102,  TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408, 
or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 


GEORGIA 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds(I-75,  Exit  42), 
Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 
31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787-0642, 
nativeway@mindspring.com. 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 


Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  lack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Herry  (812)  732-4613. 


MISSOURI 

Duly  16-18:  International  Charity  Exhibition  Pow  Wow,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Osage  River  on  Old  Hwy.  54,  below  Bagnell  Dam  at  the  American  Legion 
Campgrounds,  Lake  of  the  Ozarks.  Benefits  go  towards  health  assistance  that 
is  no  longer  covered  by  Indian  Flealth  Services.  Special  guest:  Cloud  Dancing 
from  Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine  Woman.  Info:  (918)  542-3697. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Duly  23-24:  Cherokees  of  Hoke  County/Tuscaroras  of  Maxton  County  Intertribal 
Festival,  Rockfish  (near  Davis  Bridge).  Info:  (910)  875-0222. 


OKLAHOMA 


Duly  12-31:  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Competitive  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee.  Info:  (918)  683-1701/fax:  683-3070. 


Duly  15-18:  Otoe  Encampment,  Otoe-Missouria  Tribal  Campgrounds,  Hwy.  177 
East  of  Red  Rock.  Info:  (580)  723-4519. 

Duly  15-18:  Tulsa  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  Mohawk  Park,  Tulsa.  Info:  (918) 
743-3628. 


Duly  23-25:  Ki  He  Kah  Steh  Pow  Wow,  Skiatook.  Info:  (918)  446-0564. 

Duly  23-25:  Oh-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonial,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds,  Anadarko. 
Info:  (405)  247-6651/fax:  247-6652  or  chamber@tanet.net. 

TENNESSEE 


Duly  23-25:  Folk  Medicine  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Learn  about  folk 
medicine,  enjoy  music,  arts  & crafts,  children's  entertainment,  folk 
heritage  demonstrations.  Info:  Brenda  Thomas  (615)  699-2180. 


Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts,  and 
Choctaw  stickball  games  on  both  afternoons.  Vendors  may  contact 
MLmoore@memphis.edu;  for  further  info,  call  (901)  785-3160. 


Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


TEXAS 

Duly  17:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney.  Info: 
Grant  Gaumer  (713)  448-8435. 

VIRGINIA 

Duly  24-25:  Rising  Water  Falling  Water  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Showplace 
Exhibition  Grounds,  Richmond.  Info:  Mary  Fortune  (804)  443-4221. 

Duly  31:  Native  American  Festival,  Fairy  Stone  Park.  Info:  (540)  629-2071. 


Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 


Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  H L : Flelene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  FID:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  lohn  lefferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Flost 
Drum,  FIND  - Flost  Northern  Drum,  FISD:  Flost  Southern  Drum,  FIM : Flead  Man,  FI L 
- Flead  Lady,  FIG:  Flead  Gourd  Dancer,  FIS:  Flead  Singer,  FHFI : Flost  Motel/Flotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Flead  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

lohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Amanda  Takes  War  Bonnett,  Larry  Kibby,  lust  an  old  man, 
lanet  Smith,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Freedom  Fleart  Rising,  Albert  RunningWolf, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis,  Pat  Morris, 
Debra  Sanders,  AIM  Arizona,  Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Robert  Dorman, 
limmy  Mateson/Media  Island  International 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Dul  21  11:56:25  1999 
Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  18:38:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.030 

0 

')//')/  /)'))/)  /'))/)  0 o 0 

/ / / / / / /--/  III / III o o 0 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 o o o o 0 

, _ , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  030  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' Duly  24,  1999  0 o 0 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Klamath  return  from  harvest  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Paths-L,  Triballaw  Big  Mountain 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 
KOLA  Newslist;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
http : //www. charlotte . com/topnews/pub/052642. htm#email 
http : //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
lust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"There  is  perhaps  no  method  more  irresistible  of  obtaining  lands  from 
them  (Indians)  than  by  letting  them  get  in  debt,  which  when  too  heavy 
to  be  paid,  they  are  always  willing  to  lop  off  by  a cession  of  land" 

President  Thomas  lefferson,  1802,  to  Secretary  of  War,  Henry  Dearborn 

"The  Master  of  Life  has  given  us  hands  for  the  support  of  our  men, 
women  and  children.  He  has  given  us  fish,  deer,  buffalos,  and  every 
kind  of  birds  and  animals  for  our  use;  they  abound  in  our  lands." 

Ottawa  statement  at  the  1816  Drummond's  Island  Council 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
| States  Constitution,  I 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  13:47:58  EDT 

From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj : AIROS  RADIO  SHOW  ON  PELTIER 

ALL-  - 

ON  TUES.,  FRI.,  SAT  & SUN  THIS  WEEK  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  [ 

<A  HREF="http://airos.org/audio.html">AIROS</A>]  to  hear  an  hour-long 
tribute  to  LEONARD  PELTIER  in  music  and  words.  The  program  is  DIFFERENT 
DRUMS,  produced  by  Tricia  King  for  the  American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite 
network,  and  can  be  heard  at  the  above  URL  on  Tues.  & Fri  this  week  at  10Am, 
4PM,  10PM  & 4AM  it  can  be  also  be  heard  SAT  & SUN  at  5 PM  & 4AM  These 
times  are  Eastern  Time  [ET]  Dust  click  on  "listen  to  AIROS  online  right 


now."  Check  http://airos.org/grid.html  for  more  info  on  time  and  other  great 
programs  on  AIROS. 


DIFFERENT  DRUMS  also  plays  on  some  local  radio  stations.  Go  to 
http://airos.org/stations/  to  find  out  RADIO  STATIONS  in  your  area;  check 
with  them  for  time  of  the  Peltier  show  on  DIFFERENT  DRUMS. 

This  show  is  really  something. 

/Harvey  Arden 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  19:00:20  GMT 
From:  "Tegan"  <tegan@pioneernet . net> 

Subj : Close  The  School  of  the  Americas 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Here's  another  one  we  can  do  something  about.  Thanks. 

Many  Blessings, 

Tegan  :) 

"The  art  of  being  wise  is  the  art  of  knowing  what  to  overlook."  --  William 
lames 

-FREE  PELTIER- 

The  School  of  the  Americas  have  been  training  Central  American 
militaries  in  torture  tactics.  Those  trained  at  the  SOA  have  murdered 
and  tortured  men,  women,  and  children  in  El  Salvador,  Chipias  (Mexico), 
Guatemala,  and  other  places  in  Central  America.  Protesters  will  be  back 
at  Fort  Benning,  GA  at  the  SOA  again  this  fall.  Over  7,000  protested 
last  year,  with  2,300  crossing  the  line.  Write  or  Email  your  elected 
officials,  urging  the  passage  of  H.R.  732  (House  of  Representatives)  and 
S.873  in  the  US  Senate.  These  are  the  bills  to  close  the  SOA. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Sun,  18  lul  1999  13:26:15  EDT 
From:  HalfPasss@aol.com 

Subj : Please  read  about  this  na  opportunity 

Please  look  at  www.challenge.stockholm.se.  I have  just  met  Ms.  Ula  SKiden 
(ula@skiden.com)  who  is  the  program  manager  for  an  international  information 
technology  competition.  She  has  told  me  that  no  NA  have  been  represented  in 
this  competition  and  that  they  would  be  welcomed.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
(paid  for)  international  travel,  and  international  publicity  for  your  cause. 
The  winner  is  judged  not  on  how  high  tech  the  solution  is  - but  on  benefit  to 
the  target  audience  for  which  the  information  technology  solution  was  created 
- - just  as  your  website. 

Please  check  into  this  important  opportunity.  Ms.  Skiden  can  be  contacted 
for  information  regarding  this  years  competition.  I believe  the  deadline  is 
in  November. 

Sincerely, 

Debra  Parkhurst 
Virginia 


I sent  thanks  to  Debra  for  sharing  this  opportunity.  Now,  I ask  each  of 
you  to  pass  this  on  to  all  who  use  technology  to  help  our  Peoples. 

Please  check  out  the  second  article  of  this  issue  for  a better  idea  of 
how  wonderful  an  opportunity  this  really  is. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30307,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Paul  Roughface  - Trail  of  Tears  Suvivors  Honored 

- Global  Bangemann  Challenge  - Court  Limits  Tribal  Game  Hunting 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


- Natives  to  Realize 
Dream  of  Tecumseh 

- Oldest  Living  Cree  Elder 
Delivers  Land  Claim 

- Smith  Reissues  His 
Challenge  to  Chief  Byrd 

- Cherokee  Nation 
Runoff  to  be  Monitored 

- Spiritual  Unity 

- Innovation  Brings 
Welfare  Reform  to  Navajo 

- Navajo  Doctor 
Draws  on  Tribal  Beliefs 

- Choctaw  Language  Becomes  a Passion 

- Snoqualmie  Win  New  Round 
for  Tribal  Status 

- Ponca  Chief's  Statue 
Marks  Indian  Rights 

"RE : Paul  Roughface"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Dul  1999  14:45:10  -0700 
From:  ccamp@poncacity.net 
Subj : Sad  News 

Grandpa  Paul  Roughface,  Nu-dah  Honga  ( Chief  ) of  the  Ponca  He'thus-ka, 
entered  the  spirit  world  this  morning  as  the  clouds  wept.  Carter 

"RE;  Global  Bangemann  Challenge"  

Date:  Sun,  18  lul  1999  22:06:23  -0400 
From:  "Danet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Subj : Global  Bangemann  Challenge 

Global  Bangemann  Winners  Announced!  [Editorial  Note:  If  you  didn't  read 
Tune  10,  1999  the  editorial  at  the  top,  do  so  now.] 

The  18  winners  in  each  category  of  the  Global  Bangemann  Challenge  received 
their  trophies  from  the  King  of  Sweden  in  the  Nobel  Hall  in  Stockholm  on 

Wednesday  Dune  9th.  The  awards  ceremony  attracted  nearly  one  thousand  guests 

and  a large  amount  of  journalists  from  the  whole  world. 

Six  of  the  18  winners  are  from  Europe,  four  from  USA,  three  from  Central 
and  Latin  America,  and  three  from  Oceania  and  one  each  from  the  countries  of 
Egypt  and  Bangladesh. 

Nearly  one  thousand  guests  filled  the  Nobel  Hall  in  the  City  Hall  of 
Stockholm  during  the  Awards  Ceremony.  Dr  Martin  Bangemann  conveyed  his 
thanks  to  the  city  of  Stockholm  for  having  carried  out  a very  sucessful 
Information  Technology  Award  gathering  several  hundreds  of  skilful  projects 
worldwide . 

His  Majesty  the  King  handed  out  the  trophies  to  the  winners  and  the  event 
attracted  a very  large  attention  from  world  media.  The  Mayor  of  Stockholm, 
Carl  Cederschiold  announced  the  continuation  of  the  Award,  to  be  called  the 
Stockholm  Challenge.  It  is  to  open  on  October  1st  and  will  run  for  a year  at 
a time.  The  next  Awards  Ceremony  will  take  place  in  Stockholm  in  Dune  2000. 

The  winners  in  each  category: 

Category  1:  New  Business  Structures 
Doint  winners: 

Soft  Center  Duluth/Duluth,  USA 

Stockholm  Business  Partner  Search/Stockholm,  Sweden 

Category  2:  Information  Technology  for  SME:s 
Doint  winners: 

Rotterdam  Business  Park/  Rotterdam,  The  Netherlands 
OIC  Year  2000/Sydney,  Australia 


- Babbitt  Wants  Role  in 
Fixing  Trust  Fund 

- In  Search  of  the 
Lost  Gabrielinos 

- Bruce  Clark  Departs 

- Last  Call  in  Pine  Ridge 

- Bear  Lincoln's  Lawyer 
Gets  Rebuked  by  Dudge 

- Peltier's  Health 
Condition  Deteriorating 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Dust  My  Imagination 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  And  They  Spoke 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Nations  Cup  Lacrosse  Winners 

- Native  America  Calling 


Category  3:  Electronic  Commerce 

Electronic  System  for  Government  Procurement  - Compranet/Mexico  City,  Mexico 

Category  4:  IT  in  all  Forms  of  Education 
Joint  winners: 

Kidlink/Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil/Oslo,  Norway 
Ludomatica/Santafe  de  Bogota,  Colombia 

The  I*EARN  First  People's  Project/Bainsdale,  Victoria,  Australia 
Category  5:  Lifelong  Learning 

Lifelong  Learning  on  the  World  Wide  Web/Upper  Hur,  New  Zealand 

Category  6:  Public  Acess  and  Democracy 
Joint  winners: 

Digital  Metropolis  Antwerp/Antwerp,  Belgium 

Community  Information  Programme/Knowsley,  United  Kingdom 

Egypt  Information  Highway/Cairo,  Egypt 

Category  7:  Flealth  and  Community  Care 
Caroline  and  Christer/Stockholm,  Sweden 

Category  8:  Culture  and  Media: 

Joint  winners: 

HarlemLive/  New  York,  USA 

DRIK:  Presenting  an  Alternative  Image  of  the  Third  World/Dhaka,  Bangladesh 
Category  9:  IT  in  the  Environment: 

Emeryville  Brownfields  Pilot  Project/Emeryville,  California,  USA 

Category  10:  Equal  Access  to  Networking 
Tiigrituur  - Tiger  Leap  Roadshow/Tallin,  Estonia 

Category  11:  Traffic  and  Transport 

I.N.F.O.  - Integrated  Network  Fire  Operations/Winston  - Salem,  North 
Carolina,  USA 

The  winners  will  be  presented  in  detail  on  the  Challenge  web  site  shortly. 
The  motives  of  the  jury  in  each  case  will  also  be  published  on  the  web  site. 

The  Global  Bangemann  Challenge  Conference  and  Exhibition  is  part  of 
TIME .Stockholm  Event,  www.time.stockholm.se 

For  more  information  about  The  Global  Bangemann  Challenge,  please  go  to 
www.challenge.stockholm.se  or  contact: 

Ulla  Skiden,  Project  Manager,  +46  8 508  29  151 
ulla .skiden@challenge.stockholm.se 

Mona  Eriksson,  Project  co-ordinator,  +46  8 508  29  161 
mona . eriksson@challenge. Stockholm . se 

"RE : Natives  to  Realize  Dream  of  Tecumseh"  

Date:  Fri,  09  Jul  1999  13:54:27  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : BIGGEST  gathering 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Friday  July  09,  1999 
FROM  THE  OTTAWA  CITIZEN 

<http: //www. ottawacitizen . com/national/990709/2586452 . html> 

Natives  to  realize  dream  of  Tecumseh 

Almost  900  bands  and  tribes  from  Canada,  U.S.  plan  mighty  political  union 
by  Rick  Mofina 
The  Ottawa  Citizen 


Native  leadens  from  Canada  and  the  U.S.  will  sign  an  unprecedented 
political  accord  as  a stepping  stone  to  a formal  union  when  they  meet 
this  month  in  Vancouver,  fulfilling  war  chief  Tecumseh's  dream  of  an 
alliance  of  all  tribes. 

Representatives  of  indigenous  people  from  Mexico  and  Central  and  South 
America  will  also  attend,  not  only  to  observe,  but  to  be  included 
eventually  in  the  new  political  nation. 

The  political  union  of  the  Ottawa-based  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  will  emerge  when  the  AFN  holds 
its  annual  conference  Duly  20-23. 

It  will  mark  the  first  time  the  two  groups  have  met  in  a formal 
structure.  The  aim  is  to  build  an  entity  representing  the  concerns  of 
First  Nations  people  of  Canada  and  all  Indian  tribes  of  the  U.S.,  and  to 
evolve  to  encompass  all  indigenous  people  of  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

"It's  a way  to  approach  major  organizations,  such  as  the  United  Nations, 
with  a more  concerted,  united  front  on  common  issues,"  AFN  spokesman 
lean  LaRose  said  yesterday. 

Consider  such  an  alliance  taking  the  issue  of  land  claims  to  an 
international  agency.  "It  would  obviously  give  the  argument  more  weight 
before  such  a body  as  the  UN,"  Mr.  LaRose  said. 

Exact  details  of  the  accord  are  still  being  drafted,  but  the  hope  is  to 
create  "an  evolving  document"  as  a starting  point  from  which  to  work. 

"From  there,  we  hope  to  establish  the  formal  structures  to  further  the 
working  relationships,"  Mr.  LaRose  said. 

The  new  political  alliance  could  address  such  issues  as  housing,  health, 
poverty,  trade,  culture  and  human  rights.  It  might  even  see  the 
emergence  of  ambassadors,  dispatched  from  various  regions  to  others  to 
help  co-ordinate  various  matters. 

Last  month,  AFN  national  chief  Phil  Fontaine  and  other  Canadian  chiefs 
asked  the  UN  to  create  a permanent  agency  to  advise  the  world  body  on 
indigenous  issues  during  an  unprecedented  meeting  with  Secretary  General 
Kofi  Annan. 

The  AFN  represents  633  First  Nations  in  Canada.  The  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  has  250  member  tribes  in  the  U.S.  That  figure  accounts 
for  about  half  of  the  tribes  in  the  U.S.  Together,  they  represent  almost 
1.5  million  people. 

"There's  a lot  to  be  learned  by  joining  forces,"  said  Doe  Garcia,  a 
vice-president  with  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  who  will 
be  a delegate  at  the  Vancouver  conference. 

"There  are  common  issues  to  talk  about,  like  the  misunderstanding  of 
Indian  people  and  how  we  battle  the  problem." 

For  years,  Indians  in  North  America  have  been  trying  to  form  coalitions 
but  endured  internal  and  external  problems,  Mr.  Garcia  said  from  San 
Duan  Pueblo,  New  Mexico. 

In  Canada,  the  1927  Indian  Act  outlawed  aboriginal  political 
organizations  and  established  residential  schools  which  embarked  on 
enforced  assimilation. 

It  was  the  dream  of  Shawnee  war  chief  Tecumseh  to  form  an  alliance  of 
Indian  tribes. 

Born  in  what  is  now  Thamesville,  Ont.,  Tecumseh  was  betrayed  by  the 
British  government,  which  had  abandoned  him  at  the  battle  of 
Moraviantown  on  Oct.  5,  1813.  Tecumseh  was  killed  in  the  fighting 
against  the  Americans,  and  his  dream  of  an  Indian  nation  was  never 
realized . 

Some  4,000  delegates  are  expected  at  the  AFN's  convention,  of  which 
about  half  will  be  from  the  United  States.  Nearly  50  delegates  from 
Mexico  and  Central  and  South  America  are  also  expected  to  participate. 


PS  - Reduced  airfare  to  Vancouver  from  most  urban  centres  in  Canada 
available  through  Air  Transat..  VIA  Rail  also  has  reduced  rates  for  First 
nation  citizens  travelling  there.  Not  sure  about  Greyhound  yet.. 

Come  & make  history..,  join  your  voice  to  the  thousands  that  will  tell 
the  world  that  THE  NATIONS  LIVE!!! 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


"RE : Oldest  Living  Cree  Elder  Delivers  Land  Claim"  - — 

Date:  Thu,  15  Dul  1999  12:26:09  -0500 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet . org> 

Subj : Oldest  living  Cree  Elder  delivers  land  claim 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  kolahq@skynet.be 
<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Date:  Wed,  14  Dul  1999  20:48:24  -0400 
From:  "chris"  <chrismorabito@sprint . ca> 

Subj:  Treaty  8 conflicts  continue 

OLDEST  LIVING  CREE  ELDER  DELIVERS  LAND  CLAIM  DULY,  1999  Windspeaker  Staff 
Writer  By  Marie  Burke  EDMONTON 

Rapheal  Cree,  a 106-year-old  Elder  from  northern  Alberta,  presented  to 
the  regional  director  of  Indian  Affairs  a copy  of  the  statement  of  claim 
that  outlines  about  $1.6  billion  in  damages  suffered  by  the  Paul  Cree  Band. 

The  Elder  is  the  son  of  Paul  Cree,  who  was  the  chief  of  the  band  after 
whom  it  is  named.  In  the  statement  of  claim,  delivered  on  Dune  1 in 
Edmonton,  the  Paul  Cree  are  asking  for  at  least  $1  billion  for  the 
unlawful  removal  of  natural  resources  from  their  land  and  $500  million  in 
damages  for  the  breach  of  the  Treaty  8 adhesion.  Treaty  8 commemorated  its 
centennial  on  Dune  21  in  the  Lesser  Slave  Lake  area.  In  1899,  Rapheal  Cree 
stood  with  his  family  and  his  people,  while  his  uncle.  Chief  Seapotakinum, 
touched  the  pen  on  behalf  of  his  band  to  signify  the  signing  of  an 
adhesion  to  Treaty  8. 

Cree  came  to  Edmonton  with  a handful  of  supporters  and  spoke  through  his 
son.  Cree  said  he  still  remembers  when  the  treaty  commissioner  came  to 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Fort  McMurray  area  to  join  the  Aboriginal  people 
there  to  the  provisions  of  the  original  treaty  signed  earlier  at  Lesser 
Slave  Lake.  Treaty  8 is  one  of  the  few  Indian  treaties  that  included 
mineral  rights. 

Cree  is  supported  by  Dohn  Malcolm,  who  is  the  interim-chief  of  Wood 
Buffalo  First  Nation.  The  Wood  Buffalo  First  Nation  is  a group  of  Metis 
and  non-status  Aboriginal  people  from  the  northern  areas  of  Alberta.  "To 
our  knowledge  he  is  the  oldest  living  Elder  in  Canada  and  he  needs  the 
support  of  Aboriginal  people  in  this  action,"  said  Malcolm.  Cree's 
supporters  maintain  he  is  the  last  known  living  survivor  that  witnessed 
the  Treaty  8 adhesion  signing. 

The  claims  of  the  Paul  Cree  Band  began  heating  up  about  five  years  ago 
when  a group  claiming  to  be  direct  descendants  walked  from  Fort  McMurray 
to  Edmonton's  Indian  Affairs  office  in  an  attempt  to  bring  attention  to 
their  claim  about  reserve  land.  "We  approached  Indian  Affairs  about  the 
reserve  and  they  finally  responded  to  us  with  a letter  after  five  years, 
which  just  came  in  a couple  of  weeks  ago,  saying  there  was  no  claim.  It  is 
not  a surprise  to  us  what  their  answer  was  going  to  be.  They  are  not  just 
going  to  hand  over  anything  without  a battle,"  said  Malcolm. 

In  the  past  two  years,  Malcolm  worked  with  Cree's  son,  Alymer  Cree,  to 
gather  proof  and  record  Cree's  knowledge  about  the  original  reserve  to 
establish  the  land  claim. 

"What  we've  done  is,  rather  than  accepting  their  answer  that  the  Paul 
Cree  Band  is  not  a First  Nation,  is  to  file  this  claim  in  court  and  let 
the  judge  decide,"  said  Malcolm. 

Although  the  reserve  land  surveyed  by  Indian  Affairs  is  called  the 
Clearwater  Indian  reserve,  the  band  is  better  known  as  Paul  Cree's  Band  of 
Indians  who  are  included  under  Treaty  8 adhesion. 

The  survey  of  the  Paul  Cree  reserve  by  Indian  Affairs  was  presented  to 
the  Privy  Council  of  Canada  in  1921.  The  original  tract  of  land  set  apart 
total  more  than  2,000  acres  of  land  or  at  least  two  square  miles.  The 
reserve  sits  at  the  junction  of  two  rivers  in  northern  Alberta. 

"In  the  1970s  the  families  that  lived  on  the  reserve  were  basically 
threatened  to  be  burned  out  of  their  homes  and  their  kids  would  be  taken 
away  by  the  government  to  get  them  to  move  off  their  land,"  said  Malcolm. 

The  families  that  lived  on  the  reserve,  with  little  or  no  services, 
eventually  moved  to  the  Fort  McMurray  First  Nation,  except  for  Cree's 
family,  said  Malcolm.  The  Crees  insist  they  have  never  given  up  their 


membership  to  the  Paul  Cree  First  Nation.  A declaration  in  the  claim 
points  to  the  purported  surrender  of  1948  as  null  and  void. 

The  regional  director  general  for  Indian  Affairs,  Barrie  Robb,  accepted 
the  statement  of  claim  from  the  Elder,  but  refused  to  discuss  the  claim 
until  Indian  Affairs  legal  experts  reviewed  it.  Communications  director, 
Glen  Luff  did,  however,  mention  Indian  Affairs  past  involvement  with  the 
Paul  Cree  descendants. 

"We  will  look  at  the  legality  of  the  claim.  Five  years  ago  the  federal 
government  determined  after  correspondence  with  these  people  that  we  had 
no  legal  obligation.  The  Paul  Cree  band  is  known  as  a division  of  the  band 
of  Fort  McMurray,"  said  Luff.  The  Indian  Affairs  spokesperson  pointed  to 
policies  and  an  investigation  several  years  ago  that  gave  the  federal 
government  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Paul  Cree  band  exists,  he  said. 
"This  is  a bit  of  a surprise,  but  the  regional  director  generously  is 
making  time  to  briefly  meet  with  them.  We  were  just  handed  a piece  of 
paper  and  our  lawyers  will  have  to  look  at  it,"  said  Luff  about  the 
statement  of  claim.  The  regional  director  of  Indian  Affairs  met  with  the 
Cree  family  and  Malcolm  after  he  received  the  statement  of  claim. 

"We  told  him  that  we  are  prepared  to  go  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on 
this  because  we  know  we  have  a solid  claim,  but  he  said  it  wouldn't  go 
that  far,"  said  Malcolm. 

Malcolm  said  he's  aware  the  court  case  might  take  some  time.  He  believes 
Indian  Affairs  has  a lot  of  control  over  the  legal  process  that  will  take 
place  to  settle  this  claim. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE:  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 

"RE : Smith  Reissues  His  Challenge  to  Chief  Byrd"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dul  1999  07:43:57  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-17-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Smith  reissues  his  challenge  to  Chief  Byrd  to  discuss  finances 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
7/16/99 

With  former  tribal  leaders  Wilma  Mankiller  and  Ross  Swimmer  at  his  side, 
Chad  Smith  on  Thursday  renewed  his  challenged  to  Chief  Doe  Byrd  to  discuss 
Cherokee  Nation  finances. 

Smith  will  face  Byrd  on  Duly  24  in  a runoff  election  for  chief. 

Byrd's  first  four  years  in  office  have  been  filled  with  charges  that 
millions  of  dollars  in  federal  funds  have  been  misused  by  the  tribe. 

Byrd  has  countered  by  charging  that  the  tribe's  financial  condition  has 
improved  since  1995,  and  that  allegations  made  against  his  administration 
have  been  politically  motivated. 

Byrd  earlier  declined  a challenge  from  Smith  to  debate,  saying  he  has  had 
an  open  dialogue  with  Cherokee  voters  and  they  know  where  he  stands  on 
critical  issues. 

An  audit  by  the  U.S.  Interior  Department,  Smith  noted,  found  that  $16 
million  in  federal  funds  had  been  misused. 

He  said  an  open  debate  between  himself  and  Byrd  could  answer  the  following 
questions : 

- Why  is  the  Cherokee  Nation  on  a monthly  allowance  by  the  federal 
government? 

- How  will  the  Cherokee  Nation  operate  after  losing  $7  million  in  motor 
fuel  funding  due  to  the  recent  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  decision? 

- What  is  the  cause  of  the  division  within  the  tribal  council  and  the  issues 
causing  boycotting?  How  would  a principal  chief  reunify  the  Cherokee 
Nation? 


- How  can  Cherokee  Nation  Industries  be  revitalized  after  going  from  323 
jobs  in  1995  to  68  jobs  in  1999? 

- How  can  the  principal  chief  provide  the  basis  to  regain  pride  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation  government? 

Smith  said  the  tribe  was  in  financially  good  condition  during  the  Swimmer 
and  Mankiller  administrations.  However,  he  said,  even  financial  reports 
coming  from  the  Byrd  administration  have  shown  that  the  tribe  has  not  been 
in  good  financial  shape  in  recent  years. 

Swimmer,  who  served  as  Cherokee  Nation  chief  from  1975  to  1985,  said  the 
tribe  annually  had  outstanding  audits  from  outside  firms  until  the  Byrd 
administration  took  office  four  years  ago. 

If  spending  by  the  Byrd  administration  is  under  question,  Mankiller  said, 
the  subject  "should  be  discussed  in  an  open  forum  before  the  Cherokee 
people"  between  the  two  candidates. 

"RE : Cherokee  Nation  Runoff  to  be  Monitored"  

Date:  Mon,  19  3ul  1999  07:43:57  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-17-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Cherokee  Nation  runoff  to  be  monitored 

c.  Tulsa  World 

7/16/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Carter  Center  in  Atlanta  will  send  an  observation  team 
to  Oklahoma  to  monitor  the  Duly  24  runoff  election  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  center  sent  observers  to  the  tribe's  May  22  primary  election,  which 
resulted  in  incumbent  Doe  Byrd  and  Chad  Smith  advancing  to  the  runoff 
election  in  the  race  for  chief. 

Races  for  deputy  chief  and  two  tribal  council  seats  also  will  be  on  the 
ballot . 

The  center  issued  a report  on  the  primary,  stating  that  it  was 
well-managed,  but  criticizing  the  tribe  for  having  a low  number  of 
registered  voters. 

The  200,000-member  tribe  has  around  150,000  citizens  of  voting  age,  but 
only  26,000  are  registered.  About  13,000  cast  ballots  in  the  primary. 

The  Carter  Center  has  monitored  elections  in  around  15  foreign  countries 
and  the  state  of  Georgia.  The  center  is  named  after  former  President  Dimmy 
Carter,  who  is  active  in  the  organization. 

Carter  founded  the  center  in  1982.  It  is  staffed  in  part  by  teachers  who 
are  instructors  at  Emory  University. 

Candidates  for  deputy  chief  are  Bill  Dohn  Baker,  who  is  running  on  a 
ticket  with  Byrd,  and  Hastings  Shade,  Smith's  running  mate. 

Cherokees  can  obtain  additional  information  on  the  election  by  calling 
(800)  353-2895. 

"RE;  Spiritual  Unity"  

From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  23:12:00  -0800 
Subj:  Spiritual  Unity 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I would  like  to  share  the  following  message  with  you.  In  it,  Susan  makes 
two  interesting  suggestions.  The  first  is  a kind  of  buddy  system.  She 
suggests  that  due  to  the  potentially  dangerous  conditions  on  the  land, 
that  there  be  a way  that  contact  can  be  maintained  so  that  we  can  be  assured 
of  the  safety  of  the  various  supporters.  (BTW,  I have  updated  my  web  page 
to  include  cell  phone  and  satellite  phone  rentals  by  the  day,  week,  or 


month.  There  is  even  an  option  to  connect  a laptop  computer,  so  you  can 
keep  us  updated  via  the  internet.  All  you  need  is  a credit  card.) 

The  second  idea  comes  from  her  vision,  and  makes  me  think  that  perhaps  we 
as  supporters,  might  try  to  establish  an  outreach  program  of  communication 
with  various  spiritual  leaders,  informing  them  of  the  situation  and  asking 
for  them  to  show  solidarity  with  the  Dineh.  This  could  be  by  their  writing 
letters,  faxes,  etc,  as  we  supporters  have  done,  to  public  figures, 
politicians  and  the  news  media.  Also,  with  the  elders  permission  of  course 
they  might  be  invited  to  Big  Muntain.  There  has  just  been  the  sundance. 
Perhaps  some  spiritual  convocation  of  all  faiths  could  be  organized  to 
converge  on  Big  Mountain.  This,  of  course,  would  be  a major  media  event. 
These  are  just  some  of  my  thoughts  that  got  triggered  by  Susan's  message. 
Maybe  some  of  you  with  more  organizaional  experience  than  I have,  and  the 
appropriate  contacts  with  the  elders  and  the  other  spiritual  leaders  from 
various  faiths  could  pick  up  the  ball  on  this.  However,  it  would  be 
important  to  have  everyone  working  on  this  be  coordianted  and  working 
together,  and  not  have  several  individuals  or  groups  with  different  agendas 
getting  in  each  other's  way.  The  first  step  is  to  approach  the  elders  with 

this  idea,  so  for  those  of  you  planning  a trip  to  Big  Mountain,  or  if  you 

are  in  contact  with  people  there,  please  convey  this  idea  to  the  Dineh 
elders . 

Date:  Mon,  19  Dul  1999  00:03:51  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  susanbates@webtv.net  (Susan  Bates) 

Subj : Vision 

I know  how  hard  you  are  working  for  the  Dine'h.  We  share  the  urgency  and 
are  doing  what  little  we  can  for  them.  But  time  is  running  out  and  I'm 
not  optimistic  that  all  the  e-mails  and  marches  in  the  world  will  have 

any  effect  on  the  greed  of  Peabody  Coal  Co.  and  the  US  Government.  I 

have  been  worried  about  Marsha  Monestersky  and  all  the  other  elders  and 
workers  who  are  in  the  trenches.  With  so  much  to  lose,  killing  a loud 
mouth  activist  or  2 would  not  matter  much  to  people  of  this  calibre. 

That  is  why  I want  to  make  sure  some  of  us  know  where  these  people  are 
at  all  times  and  I want  others  to  know  we  are  watching  them.  Maybe  it 
won't  matter,  but  a small  safety  net  is  better  than  none.  The  real 
reason  I am  writing  to  you  is  to  tell  you  about  this  vision  I keep 
having.  Three  times  it  has  come.  I feel  led  to  share  it  with  you.  In  my 
vision  I see  Holy  people  of  all  denominations  walking  into  Black  Mesa. 

There  are  Christian  ministers.  Catholic  Priests,  Dewish  Rabbis,  Monks, 
Medicine  Men,  Shamen,  and  even  the  Dali  Lama.  These  holy  people  come  and 
stand  with  the  elders  and  the  others  and  refuse  to  leave  until  the  Final 
Solution  is  no  longer  an  option. 

Non  - vioence  is  the  only  way  and  even  if  we  did  have  guns  the 
government  has  bigger  and  better  weapons  and  they  don't  have  to  put  out 
a call  on  the  internet  for  people  to  come  and  shoot  them. 

It  would  make  little  difference  of  our  decomposed  bodies  were  found  by 
the  side  of  the  road,  but  if  a man  of  Billy  Graham's  stature  or  the  Dali 
Lama  were  to  stand  up  for  the  right,  that  would  be  a little  harder  to 
deal  with. 

I don't  know  what  I expect  from  you. .. .Nothing  probably.  But  this  won't 
leave  me  alone  and  I know  how  much  you  care  for  the  People. 

Gu's  di  - o's  da  da  dv'  hni,  (We  are  all  related)  Susan 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


"RE : Innovation  Brings  Welfare  Reform  to  Navajo"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Dul  1999  10:32:00  -0400 
From:  "Janet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Subj : Welfare  Reform 

http : //www . charlotte . com/topnews/pub/ 052642 . htm#email 

Innovation  brings  welfare  reform  to  remote  reservation 
By  CHRIS  KAHN  Associated  Press  Writer  (AP)  -- 

The  Navajo  reservation  is  a vast  and  remote  place  sprawling  across  the 
Four  Corners  region  of  the  Southwest.  Some  people  have  phones;  many  don't. 
The  best  way  to  send  a message  is  by  pickup  truck.  In  a few  months,  the 
tribe  will  begin  managing  its  own  welfare  program  over  a territory  the  size 
of  West  Virginia.  To  do  it,  it  will  use  satellite  laptops  that  will  help 
caseworkers  in  12  different  centers  keep  track  of  those  in  need. 

"Each  caseworker  will  have  instant  information  about  people  who  have 
come  in  before,"  said  Rick  Gayoso,  a project  manager  for  MultiLogic,  a 
Minnesota  firm  that  developed  the  system  for  the  tribe.  The  move  comes 
three  years  after  the  federal  government  gave  Indian  tribes  a chance  to 
design  welfare  programs  suited  to  their  own  needs.  Several  tribes  are 
already  managing  their  own  programs.  The  Arizona  program  was  not  helping 
the  Navajo,  said  Alex  Yazza,  who  heads  the  Navajo  welfare  effort.  "A  lot 
of  our  people  are  rug  weavers  or  silversmiths,"  he  said.  "But  under  state 
regulations,  this  wasn't  considered  work."  The  inflexibility  left  many 
Navajo  listed  as  unemployed,  jeopardizing  their  welfare  payments.  More  than 
half  of  the  reservation's  130,000  residents  are  listed  as  unemployed. 
Thousands  receive  federal  welfare  assistance,  and  their  numbers  are 
increasing,  according  to  the  state  Department  of  Economic  Security.  In 
designing  their  own  program,  Navajos  could  define  cultural  activities  as 
work,  Yazza  said.  People  who  regularly  perform  traditional  ceremonies  or 
teach  the  Navajo  language  could  be  considered  employed.  That  will  keep 
federal  funds  coming  in,  he  said.  The  satellite  computers  will  allow 
caseworkers  to  update  a welfare  database  each  time  a client  returns.  After 
answering  a few  questions,  people  will  know  exactly  how  much  aid  they're 
eligible  to  receive.  "We  wanted  something  interactive  --  something  that 
would  allow  us  to  be  creative  and  develop  something  culturally  relevant," 
Yazza  said.  The  change  is  drastic  when  compared  to  other  states,  where 
recipients  must  plow  through  stacks  of  paperwork,  and  caseworkers  often  have 
no  idea  who  they  are  serving,  Gayoso  said.  "It's  about  being 
self-sufficient,"  said  Teddy  Nez,  a tribal  systems  analyst.  "Hope  is  not 
the  word  I use  for  this.  It's  going  to  work." 

"RE;  Navajo  Doctor  Draws  on  Tribal  Beliefs"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Dul  1999  10:24:32  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  07-06-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Navajo  Doc.  Draws  on  Tribal  Beliefs 
By  DEBORAH  BAKER 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
7/5/99 

SANTA  FE,  N.M.  (AP)  - She's  a doctor  now,  but  Lori  Arviso  Alvord  can  still 
see  herself  as  a little  Navajo  girl  playing  on  a remote,  dusty  mesa. 

Though  a modern  surgeon,  teacher  and  administrator,  she  also  once  sought 
counsel  from  a medicine  man  - an  act  that  drew  on  a tribal  philosophy  of 
balance  and  harmony  that  Navajos  call  "walking  in  beauty." 

In  her  new  book  "The  Scalpel  and  the  Silver  Bear,"  Alvord  explores  a life 
steeped  in  the  dual  worlds  of  advanced  medicine  and  tribal  teachings. 

Lessons  of  the  latter,  she  says,  could  help  doctors  find  their  way  back  to 


being  healers. 

"I  am  definitely  ...  on  a mission  to  change  the  way  health  care  is 
delivered/'  she  said.  "It's  important  to  bring  Navajo  philosophy,  which  I 
think  is  incredibly  valuable,  and  not  well  understood,  to  the  larger  world." 

Born  to  a white  mother  and  a Navajo  father,  Alvord,  40,  was  raised  in 
Crownpoint,  N.M.,  a small  Navajo  community  near  the  edge  of  the  tribe's 
reservation.  She  attended  Dartmouth  College  and  medical  school  at  Stanford 
University  before  practicing  medicine  for  six  years  at  Gallup  Indian  Medical 
Center . 

She  now  works  as  an  associate  dean  at  Dartmouth  Medical  School  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  as  a general  surgeon  at  Dartmouth-Hitchcock  Medical  Center. 

It  was  while  practicing  Western  medicine  at  Gallup  that  Alvord  realized 
her  Navajo  surgical  patients  needed  more  than  her  technical  ability  and 
clinical  skills. 

If  patients  were  to  heal,  she  thought,  they  needed  to  be  treated 
sensitively  and  respectfully,  and  be  provided  a calm  and  serene  atmosphere 
during  their  surgeries. 

Her  book  describes  how  she  gradually  incorporated  into  her  practice 
elements  of  the  Navajo  belief  of  walking  in  beauty. 

Navajos  strive  to  live  in  harmony  and  balance  with  everyone  and  everything 
else,  and  they  see  sickness  as  a result  of  things  falling  out  of  balance, 
she  said. 

To  medicine  men  - one  of  whom  Alvord  consulted  when  she  was  pregnant  - 
patients  are  not  seen  as  just  bodies,  but  as  whole  beings. 

Alvord  wants  medical  students  to  understand  that  "everything  matters  when 
it  comes  to  looking  at  a patient  - not  just  a physical  ailment,  but  whether 
a patient  is  in  harmony  or  out  of  harmony  with  the  rest  of  their  world,"  she 
said . 

It's  a holistic  approach  that  shines  through  in  her  treatment  of  patients, 
said  Dr.  Susan  Stuart,  a friend  and  former  colleague  in  Gallup. 

"Surgeons  have  a tendency  to  focus  on  the  acute  problem,  and  not  focus  on 
the  whole  person,"  Stuart  said.  "She  managed  to  do  that  and  set  an 
excellent  example  for  others  to  remember." 

For  Navajos,  the  sick  may  be  the  focus  of  ceremonies  that  last  up  to  seven 
days.  Their  entire  families  and  communities  mobilize  around  them,  providing 
support . 

"Nothing  like  that  exists  in  Western  medicine,  that  I know  of,  to  make  a 
person  well,"  Alvord  said.  "I  would  actually  like  to  see  elements  of 
ceremony  brought  into  Western  medicine  for  non-Indian  patients,  because  I 
think  they're  craving  it." 

Alvord  acknowledges  her  ideas  run  contrary  to  the  time  pressures  of 
managed  care.  But  such  concepts  deserve  to  be  discussed,  she  said. 

"We  need  to  sit  back  and  look  again  at  how  our  health  care  system  is  set 
up,"  she  said,  "and  decide  for  ourselves:  Is  that  the  best  we  could  do 

"RE : Choctaw  Language  Becomes  a Passion"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Dul  1999  10:24:32  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-06-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Choctaw  Language  Becomes  a Passion 
07/04/1999 
c.  Daily  Oklahoman 
By  Ron  lackson 

MOORE  --  Henry  Willis  spent  the  first  part  of  his  life  making  a living 
for  his  family.  He'll  spend  the  last  part  making  history  for  his  people. 

Willis,  a retired  electrician,  spends  much  of  his  time  these  days 
preserving  the  Choctaw  language. 

The  69-year-old  Choctaw  has  spent  countless  hours  during  the  past  seven 
years  collaborating  with  University  of  Oklahoma  adjunct  professor  Dr. 


Marcia  Haag  on  numerous  language  projects.  One  work  --  a 24-  chapter 
text  titled  "A  Grammar  of  the  Choctaw  Language"  --  is  awaiting 
publication  by  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Press. 

The  two  have  since  been  hired  by  the  Choctaw  Nation  and  plan  to  embark 
on  a second  volume. 

Understanding  Willis'  motivation  is  as  simple  as  understanding  his  past. 
As  a child  at  an  Indian  boarding  school  in  southeastern  Oklahoma,  he  had 
his  native  language  beaten  out  of  him  by  instructors.  He  was  7. 

"We  were  forbidden  to  speak  Choctaw  then,"  Willis  recalled.  "But  when  I 
went  back  home  to  my  family,  my  family  only  spoke  Choctaw.  Rarely  did  my 
parents  speak  English.  I was  lucky." 

So  are  the  Choctaw  people,  thanks  to  his  efforts. 

"I  feel  like  he's  making  a contribution  or  returning  something  back  to 
the  tribe,"  said  Carole  Willis,  Henry's  wife.  "I  think  what  he  sees  -- 
what  he  wants  --  is  for  the  native  languages  to  be  seen  as  just  as 
important  and  alive  as  languages  in  Europe." 

For  Willis,  that  means  saving  a language.  The  Choctaw  language  is  in 
danger  of  being  lost  like  most  other  American  Indian  languages  across 
the  country.  Despite  a 115,000  tribal  enrollment,  Willis  says  only  20 
percent  of  the  total  Choctaw  Nation  population  speaks  Choctaw.  Roughly  9 
percent  of  those  can  read  or  write  Choctaw. 

Meeting  Haag  was  thus  a blessing,  if  not  destiny.  Haag,  a linguist,  was 
looking  for  a Choctaw  elder  who  could  fluently  speak  the  language  and 
who  shared  her  passion.  She  found  her  partner  in  Willis. 

On  Duly  22,  the  Choctaw  Nation  will  release  a workbook  co-authored  by 
Willis  and  Haag. 

Their  work  also  is  the  foundation  of  several  future  language  classes  at 
OU.  This  fall,  these  classes  will  be  telecast  by  satellite  to  California 
State  University. 

A similar  class  taught  by  LeRoy  Sealy  at  OU  this  spring  proved  a big 
success  as  a pilot  program.  Sealy' s classes  were  telecast  to  the 
Southwest  Indian  Polytechnic  Institute  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

"Our  goal  is  to  keep  the  Choctaw  language  alive,"  said  Doy  Culbreath, 
the  Choctaw  Nation's  executive  education  director. 

For  people  like  Willis,  that's  enough  said. 
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by  Louis  T.  Corsaletti  <lcor-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  Eastside  bureau 

The  Snoqualmie  Indians'  long  wait  for  federal  acknowledgment  has 
once  again  moved  forward. 

Dudge  Anita  Vogt  of  the  Department  of  Interior's  Board  of  Indian 
Appeals  in  Arlington,  V a.,  has  affirmed  the  August  1997  decision  that 
the  Snoqualmies  are  a tribe,  but  sent  two  questions  to  the  U.S. 
secretary  of  the  Interior. 

In  upholding  the  tribe's  status  last  Friday,  Vogt  questioned 
whether  material  submitted  in  the  Tulalips'  appeal  of  the  recognition 
was  properly  considered  and  whether  the  acknowledgment  conflicts  with 
decisions  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  George  Boldt. 

Boldt  declared  in  1974  that  14  tribes  were  entitled  to  half  the 
Puget  Sound  area's  harvestable  salmon.  In  a subsequent  case  in  1979, 

Boldt  excluded  five  unrecognized  Washington  tribes,  among  them  the 
Snoqualmies . 

Vogt's  involvement  in  the  Snoqualmies'  claim  to  tribal  status 
began  when  the  Tulalip  Tribes  of  Marysville  asked  the  Bureau  of 


Indian  Affairs  to  reconsider  Snoqualmie  recognition  two  years  ago. 

The  Tulalips  said  they  are  the  true  successors  of  the  Snoqualmie 
Tribe  and  called  those  pushing  for  recognition  a splinter  group.  In 
addition,  they  said  they  had  new  information  backing  their  claim. 

Restoring  federal  status  to  the  Snoqualmies,  whose  tribal 
headquarters  is  in  Fall  City,  would  mean  health  and  education 
benefits,  and  the  very  remote  possibility  of  land  for  a reservation. 

While  Vogt's  questions  probably  won't  affect  recognition,  they  once 
again  delay  the  final  word,  said  Peter  Connick,  the  Snoqualmies' 
attorney. 

In  1855,  Snoqualmie  Chief  Patkanim  signed  the  Point  Elliott 
treaty,  ceding  all  the  land  from  Snoqualmie  Pass  to  Everett  to  the 
federal  government.  At  that  time,  the  Snoqualmies  were  4,000  strong 
and  one  of  the  largest  tribes  in  the  Puget  Sound  region,  living  in  14 
villages  in  the  Snoqualmie  Valley  east  of  Seattle. 

The  tribe  was  granted  what  was  to  be  a temporary  reservation  at 
Tulalip.  In  1937,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  proposed  a 10, 240-acre 
reservation  on  the  Tolt  River  near  Carnation,  but  nothing  ever  came 
of  the  plan  and  in  1952,  the  Congressional  Record  listed  the 
Snoqualmies  as  an  unrecognized  tribe. 

Never  paid  for  the  land  they  gave  up,  the  Snoqualmies  scattered. 

Some  remained  at  Tulalip,  some  went  to  the  Muckleshoot  Reservation 
east  of  Auburn,  and  a large  number  returned  to  the  Snoqualmie  Valley. 

The  descendants  of  that  group,  about  600  adults  and  130  children,  are 
seeking  tribal  status. 

Andy  de  los  Angeles,  former  tribal  chairman  who  has  led  the  fight 
for  recognition  for  15  years,  had  a guarded  response  to  Vogt's 
decision . 

"The  burden  has  been  on  us,"  he  said.  "We  have  spent  thousands  of 
dollars  and  done  thousands  of  hours  of  work  to  re-create  something 
that  we  never  lost.  It  is  tragic  that  we  have  lost  so  many  elders  and 
tribal  members  over  the  years,  so  many  people  who  will  never  enjoy 
those  old  treaty  rights." 
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Ponca  Chief's  Statue  Marks  Indian  Rights 
07/12/1999 
By  Michael  McNutt 
c.  The  Oklahoman 

PONCA  CITY  --  Whenever  he  feels  overwhelmed,  Carl  Renfro  drives  out  to  see 
Standing  Bear.  Renfro  looks  up  at  the  22-foot-tall  statue  of  the  1870s  Ponca 


chief  and  recalls  the  tribal  leader's  determination  to  keep  his  land  and  his 
dignity. 

Renfro  looks  for  inspiration  from  Standing  Bear  as  he  pursues  efforts  to 
complete  a park  project  to  explain  the  culture  of  American  Indians. 

"This  is  our  daily  reminder/'  said  Standing  Bear  project  director  T.  L 
Walker,  "of  the  urgency  of  our  mission.  We're  trying  to  do  what  we  can  to 
preserve  this  culture  because  it  is  leaving  us." 

With  Standing  Bear's  statue  in  place  and  part  of  the  park  developed, 

Renfro  hopes  to  renew  enthusiasm  and  momentum  to  finish  the  task.  A 
nonprofit  group  headed  by  Renfro  still  needs  millions  of  dollars. 

The  first  part  of  the  project.  Standing  Bear's  statue  and  a courtyard 
plaza  around  it,  was  finished  nearly  three  years  ago.  Standing  Bear  is 
considered  by  some  to  be  America's  first  civil  rights  leader  because  he 
went  to  court  to  get  American  Indians  recognized  as  human  beings. 

Renfro,  a banker,  is  chairman  of  the  Standing  Bear  Native  American 
Foundation,  which  is  raising  money  for  the  next  two  parts  of  the  project. 
Renfro  is  not  an  Indian. 

About  $1  million  is  needed  to  develop  walking  trails  with  six  viewing 
courts,  one  for  each  of  the  area  tribes  --  Ponca,  Osage,  Otoe-  Missouria, 
Pawnee,  Tonkawa  and  Kaw.  The  courts  will  have  bronze  plaques,  graphic 
displays,  art  and  audio  messages  to  give  visitors  more  information  about 
each  tribe. 

A recent  $800,000  federal  highway  enhancement  grant  awarded  by  the  state 
Transportation  Department  makes  it  possible  for  work  on  the  tribal  courts 
to  start  early  next  year,  he  said.  The  rest  of  the  money  will  come  from 
donations . 

Renfro  said  he  hopes  the  tribal  displays  and  trails  can  be  ready  in  time 
for  the  annual  powwow  at  Standing  Bear  Park  in  fall  2000. 

Work  also  will  start  on  developing  an  area  west  of  the  park. 

Conoco  is  making  available  to  the  park  about  120  acres  that  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  Standing  Bear  project.  It  will  be  developed  into 
walking  trails,  bicycle  paths  and  picnic  areas.  The  former  residential  area 
was  bought  by  the  Ponca  City  oil  company  as  part  of  a settlement  with 
homeowners  who  claimed  their  land  was  contaminated. 

The  final  part  of  the  Standing  Bear  project  is  a multimillion-  dollar 
cultural  complex  that  will  be  part  museum  and  part  learning  center. 

Permanent  and  traveling  displays  of  current  and  historical  artifacts  will 
be  at  the  center,  Renfro  said.  Also,  it  will  have  an  educational  arts  center 
offering  artist-in-  residence  programs  to  preserve  and  teach  traditional 
crafts.  The  cultural  complex  will  be  a gathering  place,  addressing  current 
American  Indian  issues  as  well  as  stories  of  the  past,  Renfro  said. 

The  education  and  artisan  center  will  teach  crafts  and  also  tribal 
language,  using  both  American  Indian  teachers  and  computer  technology,  he 
said . 

Renfro  thinks  as  many  as  100,000  people  a year  will  visit  the  park  and 
center.  Already,  about  20,000  a year  come  to  the  Standing  Bear  Native 
American  Memorial  Park  near  U.S.  60  and  U.S.  177  in  southeast  Ponca  City. 

Those  figures  do  not  include  people  attending  special  events  at  the  park, 
Renfro  said.  Last  year,  about  3,000  attended  the  Standing  Bear  powwow. 

The  highlight  of  the  park  is  a 3,500-pound  bronze  statue  of  Standing  Bear 
on  a limestone  boulder  on  one  of  the  highest  points  in  the  area  --  a 
hillside  overlooking  the  Arkansas  River  Valley.  It  was  sculpted  by  Oreland 
C.  Doe,  a Southern  Ute/Navajo  from  Kirtland,  N.M. 

The  statue  and  park  developed  accidentally  after  a misunderstanding 
between  members  of  the  Ponca  tribe  and  Ponca  City. 

In  1993,  Ponca  City  leaders  came  up  with  plans  to  commemorate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  white  settlement  of  the  area  with  a statue,  called  "This  Land 
Is  Mine,"  depicting  a cowboy  staking  a land  claim. 

Many  American  Indian  leaders  and  others,  including  members  of  the  Ponca 
tribe,  were  upset  because  they  said  the  statue  symbolized  the  seizure  of 
Indian  land.  From  that  disagreement  came  talks  between  Ponca  City  officials 
and  the  Ponca  tribe,  based  in  the  White  Eagle  community  five  miles  south  of 
Ponca  City. 

The  Standing  Bear  project  was  the  first  time  Ponca  leaders  were  asked  to 
participate  in  a project  financed  mostly  by  the  non-Indian  community  and 


Ponca  City  businesses. 

Standing  Bean  was  a good  choice  to  improve  harmony  between  the  two 
cultures.  He  went  to  court  in  1879  against  the  federal  government  and  won 
recognition  of  Indians  as  individuals. 

The  Poncas,  a peaceful  nation  of  farmers  and  hunters  living  in 
northeastern  Nebraska,  were  ordered  in  1877  to  relocate  to  Indian  Territory 
in  an  area  near  Ponca  City. 

They  were  unaccustomed  to  the  warmer  climate  and  many  got  sick  and  died. 
Standing  Bear  and  29  others  returned  a year  later  to  Nebraska  to  bury 
Standing  Bear's  12-  year-old  son.  They  were  arrested  in  Nebraska,  and 
Standing  Bear  became  part  of  a legal  case  claiming  his  constitutional  rights 
were  violated. 

Standing  Bear  won  the  court  case. 

Renfro  likes  to  show  visitors  to  his  city  the  statue  and  park,  and  repeats 
Standing  Bear's  stirring  court  testimony: 

"My  hand  is  not  the  color  of  yours,  but  if  I pierce  it,  I shall  feel  pain. 
If  you  pierce  your  hand,  you  also  feel  pain.  The  blood  that  will  flow  from 
mine  will  be  the  same  color  as  yours.  I am  a man. 

The  same  God  made  us  both." 
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TRAIL  OF  TEARS  SURVIVORS  HONORED  AND  REMEMBERED 

TAHLEQUAH,  Oklahoma.  For  much  of  his  life  Chief  John  Ross  served 
and  led  the  Cherokee  people.  Nearly  133  years  after  his  death  he 
was  remembered  by  the  Oklahoma  Trail  of  Tears  Association  on 
Dune  26,  1999. 

The  association  remembered  and  honored  Ross  and  10  other  survivors 
of  the  forced  removal  of  approximately  15,000  Cherokees  to  Indian 
Territory  in  1838-39.  Bronze  plaques  were  placed  on  their  graves 
located  in  Ross  Cemetery  south  of  Tahlequah  at  Park  Hill.  The  2x4- 
inch  plaques  read:  "In  honor  of  one  who  endured  the  forced  removal 
of  the  Cherokees  in  1838-39."  John  Ross  was  chief  of  the  Cherokee 
from  1828-1866,  during  some  of  the  most  turbulent  times  of  their 
history.  He  led  the  tribe  through  the  removal,  rebuilding  in 
Indian  Territory,  and  the  American  Civil  War.  He  was  the  son  of 
a Scotsman,  Daniel  Ross,  and  a quarter-blood  Cherokee,  Mary 
"Mollie"  (McDonald)  Ross. 

In  his  younger  years  he  fought  in  the  Creek  War  of  1813-14  and 
attained  the  rank  of  adjutant  under  Andrew  lackson,  who  would 
later,  as  president  of  the  United  States,  sign  the  act  that  led 
to  the  Cherokee  removal.  Ross  was  elected  chief  in  1828  and 
would  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  as  chief.  He  vigorously  fought 
the  U.S.  government's  attempts  to  remove  the  Cherokee  from  their 
homelands.  His  first  wife,  Quatie,  died  during  the  removal  near 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Chief  Ross  died  in  Washington  City 
(Washington  D.C.)  on  August  1,  1866,  just  after  finalizing  a 
treaty  with  the  federal  government  that  preserved  a Cherokee 
government  that  had  sided  with  the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil 
War. 

John  Ross's  children  lane  Ross  Nave  (1821-1894),  and  George 
Washington  Ross  (1830-1870),  also  were  remembered.  lane  Ross  Nave 
was  married  to  Return  Jonathan  Meigs  in  1838.  After  his  death  she 
married  Andrew  Ross  Nave  who  was  killed  during  the  Civil  War  in 
1863  and  buried  in  Ross  Cemetery.  She  moved  to  Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Civil  War.  She  managed  to 
raise  her  seven  children  plus  two  orphaned  children  of  her  brother 
lames  and  his  wife  Sallie,  both  of  whom  died  in  1864.  George 
Washington  Ross  served  the  Cherokee  Nation  as  secretary  in  1865 


and  was  clerk  of  the  Tahlequah  District  Circuit  Court  in  1866.  He 
served  in  Co.  I of  the  Third  Indian  Home  Guards  during  the  Civil 
War. 

Andrew  Ross  Nave,  the  second  husband  of  lane  Ross,  was  born  in 
1822.  He  was  killed  fighting  in  the  Civil  War  at  Park  Hill  on 
October  28,  1863.  Before  the  war,  he  was  a merchant  in  Tahlequah 
in  the  1850s  and  early  1860s,  and  sometime  partner  of  Chief  John 
Ross . 

Nannie  Otterlifter  Ross  was  the  wife  of  George  Washington  Ross. 

She  was  born  December  23,  1833  and  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Elsie  (Sleepingrabbit)  Otterlifter,  who  came  during  the  forced 
removal  with  her  to  Indian  Territory.  She  died  April  4,  1890. 

Minerva  Nave  Keys  who  was  born  in  1829,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Nave  and  Susanna  (Ross)  Nave.  She  was  a niece  of  Chief  John 
Ross.  She  married  Riley  Keys,  a prominent  Cherokee  leader.  They 
made  their  home  and  raised  a family  in  what  is  now  the  Keys 
community  south  of  Tahlequah.  She  died  in  1905  at  the  age  of  76. 

Lewis  Ross  was  the  brother,  business  partner,  confidant,  and 
closest  friend  of  Chief  John  Ross.  He  married  Fannie  Holt  of 
Virginia.  He  served  the  Cherokee  government  in  various  capacities 
including  supreme  court  justice,  and  executive  council  (tribal 
council)  member,  and  treasurer.  He  was  a planter  and  merchant 
before  and  after  the  removal  at  Park  Hill,  and  was  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  owning  numerous  stores, 
mills,  and  ferries.  He  died  on  February  5,  1870. 

Also  honored  and  remembered  was  John  Golden  Ross,  his  wife 
Elizabeth  "Eliza"  Ross,  and  their  children,  Eliza  lane  Ross  and 
Lewis  Anderson  Ross.  Although  he  carried  the  same  name,  Dohn 
Golden  Ross  was  not  related  to  Chief  John  Ross  except  by  marriage. 

He  was  born  in  Scotland  on  December  22,  1787,  and  married  Chief 
Ross's  older  sister,  Elizabeth,  about  1819.  He  served  at  the 
Battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend  during  the  Creek  War  of  1813-14.  He 
lived  in  what  is  now  Blount  County,  Alabama,  prior  to  removal, 
and  settled  in  Park  Hill  after  the  removal.  He  served  as  an 
informal  liaison  for  Chief  Ross  in  his  absence.  He  died  on 
Dune  2,  1858. 

Elizabeth  Ross  was  born  March  25,  1879,  and  died  February  7,  1876. 
She  and  her  husband  John  cared  for  the  Chief  John  Ross  home  for 
many  years.  She  not  only  assisted  in  the  care  and  raising  of  Chief 
Ross's  children,  but  also  raised  her  own  six  children  and  the  four 
orphaned  Mulkey  children  of  her  sister,  Maria.  One  of  Elizabeth 
and  John  Golden  Ross's  children,  William  Potter  Ross,  served  as 
chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  a year  after  Chief  Ross's  death 
in  1866  and  again  from  1872-76. 

Lewis  Anderson  Ross  was  born  Duly  2,  1834,  in  the  Cherokee  Nation 
East.  He  married  Nellie  Potts  in  1868.  He  served  three  terms  as 
senator  from  the  Tahlequah  District  from  1867-71  and  1873-75.  He 
also  served  as  auditor  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  1869  and  1884. 

He  died  April  12,  1885. 

After  each  person  was  remembered  by  their  descendants  and  Trail  of 
Tears  Association  members,  "Amazing  Grace"  was  sung  in  Cherokee 
for  those  who  endured  and  survived  the  removal. 

The  graves  of  almost  120  other  survivors  of  the  Trail  of  Tears 
have  been  located  in  the  area,  said  Mary  Tidwell,  secretary/ 
treasurer  of  the  Oklahoma  Trail  of  Tears  Association.  Markers 
will  be  placed  on  those  graves  as  funds  become  available,  she 
said.  Only  the  graves  of  those  people  who  were  forcibly  removed 
within  the  13  detachments  in  1838-39  will  be  marked,  Tidwell  said. 
Most  of  the  Cherokees  who  came  to  Indian  Territory  prior  to  the 
forced  removal  did  so  voluntarily. 
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Supreme  Court  limits  tribal  game  hunting 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news / loca 1 /ht ml98/d ige_19990617. ht ml 
OLYMPIA  - Indian  tribes'  treaty  right  to  hunt  game  on  "open  and 
unclaimed  lands"  is  limited  to  areas  in  which  each  tribe  has 
traditionally  hunted,  the  Washington  state  Supreme  Court  said  today. 

The  nine-member  court  unanimously  voted  to  reinstate  criminal 
charges  against  a Nooksack  Indian  who  was  arrested  in  1995  for 
killing  two  elk  outside  of  hunting  season  and  for  hunting  while  his 
state  license  was  revoked.  The  case,  which  has  ignited  a smoldering 
dispute  between  Indian  and  non-Indian  hunters,  was  remanded  for  trial 
in  Yakima  County  Superior  Court. 

At  issue  is  a hunting  right  guaranteed  by  the  1855  Point  Elliott 
Treaty  between  Northwest  tribes  and  the  federal  government. 

Donald  Buchanan,  the  Nooksack  accused  of  violating  state  hunting 
laws,  argued  that  the  treaty  gave  him  the  right  to  hunt  elk  on  "open 
and  unclaimed  lands,"  in  this  case,  public  lands  managed  by  the  state 
Department  of  Natural  Resources. 

A Yakima  County  judge  had  dismissed  the  charges  against  Buchanan 
on  the  grounds  that  the  treaty  gave  tribal  members  the  right  to  hunt 
anywhere  in  the  "Territory  of  Washington."  The  state  Court  of  Appeals 
upheld  the  decision.  But  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a ruling  written  by 
Chief  Justice  Richard  Guy,  said  the  lower  courts'  interpretations  of 
the  treaty  right  were  too  broad.  Instead,  the  high  court  partially 
agreed  with  Yakima  Prosecutor  Jeff  Sullivan's  argument  that  the 
hunting  right  was  intended  to  diminish  as  settlers  moved  West. 

However,  the  court  rejected  Sullivan's  argument  that  today  there 
is  no  open  and  unclaimed  land. 
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Babbitt  Wants  Role  in  Fixing  Trust  Fund 
Secretary:  Limit  Court's  Oversight  of  BIA  Program 
By  H.  Josef  Hebert 
c.  The  Associated  Press 
July  11,  1999 

WASHINGTON  --  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  ending  a day  and  a 
half  of  testimony,  asked  a federal  judge  Saturday  to  limit  court  involvement 
in  repairing  the  trouble-plagued  Indian  trust  fund  program  and  allow  him  to 
"get  this  problem  nailed  down  and  solved." 

With  Babbitt's  testimony,  the  government  rested  its  defense  in  a 
class  action  lawsuit  filed  by  Indians  demanding  that  the  courts  take  over 


the  trust  fund,  overhaul  its  error-filled  accounting  system  and  make 
restitution  to  Indians  who  have  lost  money. 

Final  arguments  were  expected  to  come  late  this  week,  but  it's  not 
known  when  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  will  issue  his  decision  in  the  monthlong 
trial . 

During  testimony  Friday  and  Saturday,  Babbitt  clashed  with  the 
plaintiffs'  attorney,  Elliott  Levitas.  At  one  point.  Babbitt,  who  described 
himself  as  a long-standing  supporter  of  Native  Americans,  suggested  he  was 
being  "pistol-whipped"  in  the  proceedings. 

The  government  acknowledged  in  the  trial  that  the  Indian  trust  fund, 
which  distributes  money  owed  individual  Indians  based  on  land  holdings,  has 
been  mismanaged  for  many  years.  Its  record  system  is  so  shoddy  and 
incomplete  that  making  accurate  fund  distributions  will  be  impossible. 

Nevertheless,  Babbitt  argued  he  has  begun  to  correct  matters  and  the 
accounting  system  is  being  cleaned  up.  "We're  almost  there,"  he  said, 
although  he  admitted  the  overhaul  might  take  several  more  years. 

Lamberth,  who  cited  Babbitt  for  contempt  this  year  for  acting  too 
slowly  to  produce  Indian  trust  fund  records,  gave  no  indication  how  he  will 
rule.  He  said,  however,  that  Babbitt  was  "very  constructive"  in 
acknowledging  a measure  of  court  supervision  might  be  needed. 

It  was  widely  expected  that  Lamberth  will  order  court  supervision  of 
the  trust  fund,  which  has  deposits  of  $500  million.  Many  of  its  300,000-plus 
Indian  account  holders  live  in  poverty. 

"The  involvement  of  the  court  is  very  important,"  Babbitt  said, 
speaking  directly  to  the  judge.  He  said  he  hopes  for  a limited  court 
presence,  perhaps  through  an  "advisory"  panel  to  settle  disputes  under 
threat  of  having  to  return  to  court  if  disputes  cannot  be  resolved. 

Plaintiffs  want  Lamberth  to  appoint  a special  master  to  oversee 
trust  fund  reforms  and  remove  its  management  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  which  has  been  in  charge  of  it  for  decades. 

Congress  directed  appointment  of  a special  trustee  of  the  fund  in 
1994  to  work  within  the  Interior  Department.  The  trustee,  Paul  Homan,  a 
former  banking  executive  and  bank  regulator,  disagreed  sharply  with  Babbitt 
on  how  to  resolve  the  fund's  problems. 

Homan  resigned  last  Danuary  and  charged  that  Babbitt  undercut  his 
authority.  Babbitt  testified  that  Homan  openly  showed  "his  disdain  for  the 
BIA"  by  insisting  the  bureau  could  not  produce  needed  reforms. 

In  testimony.  Babbitt  acknowledged  he  wanted  to  fire  Homan,  and  if 
he  were  running  a business  he  would  have  asked  him  to  resign.  Instead,  he 
installed  a deputy  under  Homan  "to  make  the  trains  run." 

Homan  has  proposed  a broad  strategy  for  fixing  the  trust  fund 
problem  that  includes  creation  of  a new  agency  outside  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  to  fix  and  manage  the  fund.  Babbitt  contends  Indian  tribes  want  fund 
management  to  remain  within  the  BIA. 

Plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  argue  that  the  treatment  of  Homan  was  an 
example  of  Babbitt  talking  about  fund  reform  but  stifling  needed  overhaul. 
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In  Search  of  the  Lost  Gabrielinos 

Descendants  of  L.A.  Basin's  indigenous  tribe,  in  a quest  for  federal 
recognition,  pore  through  mission  records  and  seek  to  rebuild  a vanished 
culture.  It  is  a daunting  task. 

By  DOE  MOZINGO 

c.  Los  Amgeles  Times 

7/15/99 

Victoria  Duarte  pores  over  old  Spanish  records  in  the  San 


Gabriel  Mission  rectory,  tracking  bloodlines  into  prehistory. 

Hidden  in  the  padres'  scrawl  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  last  full-blooded 
Gabrielino  Indians,  who  lived  in  Southern  California  long  before  Spain 
subjugated  them,  took  their  land  and  shattered  their  culture.  One  is 
Duarte's  ancestor,  Prospero,  who  came  to  the  mission  as  a child  in  1804. 

He  was  one  of  about  5,000  indigenous  Californians  living  in  villages 
reaching  from  wind-swept  San  Nicolas  Island  to  the  San  Gabriel  foothills, 
and  from  Topanga  Canyon  to  Laguna  Beach. 

Unlike  the  Navajo  and  Apache,  theirs  was  a loose-knit  culture  with  many 
clans,  each  having  its  own  chief.  But  they  shared  religious  practices, 
language  and  legends,  wove  intricate  baskets  and  plied  the  ocean  in  swift 
canoes . 

Anthropologists  have  grouped  them  under  the  labels  Gabrielino  and 
Fernandeno,  derived  from  the  Spanish  missions  that  lent  their  names  to  the 
Indians'  homelands  some  230  years  ago. 

In  the  mission  courtyard  at  San  Gabriel,  more  than  6,000  Gabrielino 
skeletons  are  buried  beneath  grapevines  frayed  and  thick  with  age. 

Inside,  Duarte  grumbles  at  the  padres'  poor  penmanship.  But  the  87-year-old 
widow  knows  it  is  here,  in  this  cramped  office,  where  she  can  help  unearth 
the  story  of  a people  who  were  once  thought  extinct.  With  records  of  births, 
baptisms,  marriages  and  deaths,  she  connects  modern  Californians  to  their 
Native  American  ancestors. 

Now,  due  in  part  to  Duarte's  work,  the  Gabrielinos  are  slowly  staging  a 
comeback.  The  tribal  council  in  San  Gabriel  is  pushing  for  federal 
recognition,  and  some  members  are  busy  trying  to  reconstruct  a culture  that 
vanished  with  the  vaqueros  and  ranchlands  of  last  century. 

"What  depresses  me  is  not  so  much  what  was  lost,"  said  Mark  Acuna,  who  is 
reviving  the  tribe's  dances,  language  and  folklore.  "What  bothers  me  is  the 
failure  of  people  to  recognize  that  we  were,  and  now  are,  here." 

In  an  era  when  more  people  are  embracing  their  American  Indian  heritage,  the 
Gabrielinos  are  fighting  to  assert  pride  for  an  ethnicity  many  thought  was 
gone  or  never  existed. 

At  stake  is  also  something  more  tangible:  federal  recognition,  bringing 
eligibility  for  housing  and  education  benefits,  small  business  loans,  health 
care  and  gaming  rights. 

Complicating  the  effort  are  divisions  among  Gabrielino  descendants,  and 
lack  of  documentation  on  a culture  destroyed  by  successive  waves  of 
conquerors . 

By  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  the  Gabrielinos  melded  into  the  local 
Mexican  barrios,  leaving  their  last  customs  to  crumble  with  the  adobe  ruins 
in  the  mustard  weeds. 

"When  you  get  down  to  it,  we  have  a very  small  amount  of  information 
that  is  really  rock  solid  about  the  Gabrielino,"  said  Mark  Raab,  a Cal  State 
Northridge  archeologist  who  studies  the  tribe. 

The  Fernandenos  are  facing  much  the  same  obstacles  in  the  San  Fernando 
Valley.  They  had  shared  the  Gabrielino  culture  until  the  two  missions--in 
San  Gabriel  and  in  Mission  Hills,  near  San  Fernando--divided  the  groups  into 
separate  communities,  as  they  largely  remain  today. 

In  recent  years,  the  Fernandenos  have  pursued  their  history  and  genealogy, 
as  Acuna  and  Duarte  are  doing,  and  lately  began  working  with  an 
anthropologist . 

Duarte  has  been  researching  for  almost  two  decades.  Spry  and  quick-witted, 
the  former  hairdresser  with  bouffant  black  hair  drives  her  scraped  white 
Chevy  Cavalier  around  the  area,  looking  for  scraps  of  history.  She's 
fascinated  with  events  that  brought  together  far-flung  families  from  Europe, 
Mexico  and  Southern  California  so  long  ago. 

Sometimes,  she  lies  awake  until  3 a.m.  at  her  condo  in  Duarte--her 
family's  namesake  city--going  over  lineages  in  her  head. 

"I  didn't  even  know  I was  Indian  until  the  government  started  offering  us 
money,"  she  said  with  a raspy  laugh.  "When  they  started  talking  about  money, 
of  course  we  got  interested." 

That  was  the  1930s,  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  was  offering  small 
payments  to  American  Indian  descendants  for  the  land  that  was  taken  from 
them.  Money  went  to  those  who  could  show  they  were  descended  from  Indian 
ancestors.  A friend  and  mission  historian  learned  that  Duarte's 


grandmother's  grandfather  was  Native  American,  given  the  name  Prospero  by 
the  Franciscans. 

No  one  knows  why  Prospero  came  to  the  mission.  He  was  7 years  old,  and  his 
parents,  Menanqunar  and  Cuclir,  had  not  been  baptized.  They  were  listed  on 
the  registry  as  gentiles  and  lived  in  a village  called  Comicrabit, 
reportedly  near  the  pueblo  of  Los  Angeles. 

Nearby,  the  Los  Angeles  River  ran  free.  Willows,  cottonwoods  and  tule 
reeds  lined  the  braided  banks,  giving  Prospero' s people  ample  materials  for 
shelters,  sweat-huts  and  baskets.  The  tribe  hunted  small  game  with  bows  and 
arrows  and  ate  almost  anything  that  gave  fuel--grasshoppers,  shellfish, 
snails  and  snakes.  In  fall,  many  harvested  acorns  in  the  mountains. 

Perhaps  Prospero  was  lured  by  the  clothes,  food  and  blankets  the  padres 
used  to  gain  converts,  called  neofitos.  Maybe  nature  wasn't  yielding  enough 
food;  the  herds  of  cattle  and  the  grass  brought  by  the  Spanish  were  vastly 
changing  the  native  landscape. 

"Not  one  word  of  Spanish  did  they  understand,"  wrote  rancher  Hugo  Reid  in 
1852,  whose  wife,  Victoria,  came  from  Prospero' s village.  "Not  one  word  of 
the  Indian  tongue  did  the  priest  know.  They  had  no  more  idea  they  were 
worshiping  God  than  an  unborn  child  has  of  astronomy." 

No  one  knows  if  the  Indians,  as  a whole,  had  a name  for  their  own  culture, 
but  a few  who  came  to  the  San  Gabriel  Mission  seemed  to  call  themselves 
Tongva . 

The  converts  were  confined  to  the  mission  and  forced  into  the  daily  grind 
of  farm  work. 

Syphilis  and  other  diseases  ravaged  the  population,  and  the  death  rate 
far  outpaced  the  birth  rate.  Thousands  were  buried  in  mass  graves  at  the 
mission . 

Prospero  survived  and  somewhere  took  the  last  name  Dominguez.  He  married  a 
Spanish  soldier's  daughter,  Maria  Rafaela  Alvarez,  from  Santa  Barbara.  They 
had  many  children,  including  Maria  Ignacia  Dominguez,  Duarte's 
great-grandmother , born  in  1838. 

Prospero  built  a home  by  a creek  and  a hollow  of  sycamores  just  north  of 
the  mission  near  the  old  grist  mill  in  present-day  San  Marino,  according  to 
Mexican  land  grant  records.  He  raised  livestock,  tilled  the  land  and  planted 
a garden,  some  fruit  trees  and  a vineyard  on  23  acres  that  would  later  be 
deeded  to  him  by  the  Mexican  government--one  of  eight  small  grants  given  to 
the  Indians  of  San  Gabriel  in  the  1840s. 

But  as  the  government  dismantled  the  mission  system,  most  of  the 
Gabrielinos  were  set  adrift.  Wealthy  Spanish  landowners  got  the  bulk  of  the 
land,  and  many  Native  Americans  became  laborers  or  domestics  or  moved  north. 
Of  those  neofitos  who  did  get  land,  most  were  swindled  out  of  it  soon  after. 
The  arrival  of  the  Americans  in  the  late  1840s  sped  up  the  downward  spiral. 
Many  Gabrielino  women  became  prostitutes  or  concubines  for  white  settlers. 
The  men  were  sometimes  paid  in  alcohol,  then  arrested  for  public  drunkenness 
and  auctioned  off  as  indentured  servants  at  a corral  in  the  pueblo  of  Los 
Angeles.  With  increasing  urbanization,  the  villages  and  language  gradually 
disappeared . 

Prospero' s family  managed  to  keep  the  land  for  more  than  two  decades.  His 
daughter  Maria  married  a Spaniard  and,  in  I860,  bore  a baby  named  Felipa 
Bermudez- -Duarte ' s grandmother.  Five  years  later,  the  property  was  sold  to 
an  American. 

"Each  mission  had  a few  people  like  Prospero,  that  were  survivors,"  said 
John  Johnson,  curator  of  anthropology  at  the  Santa  Barbara  Natural  History 
Museum.  "They  seemed  to  make  it  through  everything." 

Duarte  grew  up  around  World  War  I on  a small  ranch  in  a clapboard  house 
surrounded  by  a fence  of  nopal  cactus  and  fragrant  orange  groves.  It  was  a 
short  carriage  ride  to  the  store  in  Monrovia  and  a quick  hike  up  the  hill  to 
a spring,  tangled  in  blackberries. 

Like  many  young  women  who  grew  up  there  and  then,  her  fondest  memories  of 
youth  are  dancing  the  Charleston  at  the  old  Johnson's  hall  in  San  Gabriel, 
or  fiestas  over  at  the  Verdugo  ranch. 

Duarte  considered  herself  Spanish  and  Portuguese.  She  knew  of  some 
American  Indian  descendants  in  the  area.  But  she  never  thought  she  was  one. 
Her  parents  split  up  when  she  was  young,  and  Duarte's  mother  was  estranged 
from  her  own  mother.  Duarte  knew  little  about  her  grandmother  and  nothing  of 


Prospero. 

Then,  around  1930,  her  half  sister  Eleanor,  who  shared  the  same  mother  and 
knew  she  was  part  Indian  from  the  other  side  of  the  family,  came  out  to  the 
ranch  and  said  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  was  giving  money  to  people  who 
could  prove  their  ancestry. 

Duarte  initially  applied  for  the  money,  thinking  that  she  would  get  it 
because  she  was  related  to  Eleanor.  She  was  rejected. 

She  visited  a friend,  Thomas  Workman  Temple  II,  who  had  a ranch  near  La 
Puente,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  do  the  research.  Temple- -member  of  a 
famous  pioneer  family--was  a well-regarded  mission  historian. 

Using  mission  records,  he  traced  Duarte's  family  back  to  its  Gabrielino 
roots.  She  got  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  number,  13522,  and  a check  she 
spent  so  quickly  she  can't  remember  what  she  bought. 

Her  new  knowledge  didn't  really  change  her  lifestyle.  She  married  a 
Mexican  man  named  Alfonso  Cordova,  who  drove  trucks  in  the  orange  groves. 

"He  was  a good,  good  man,"  she  said.  Duarte  worked  various  jobs  and  lived 
her  life  with  him  in  Arcadia.  She  never  had  children. 

Meanwhile,  other  Gabrielino  descendants  were  seeking  their  Indian  roots. 
Duarte's  friend  Fred  "Sparky"  Morales,  whose  mother  was  full-blooded 

Gabrielino,  gradually  emerged  as  an  informal  representative  for  the  Indian 
descendants  in  the  1940s  and  '50s.  The  Morales  roots,  traced  by  Temple,  went 
straight  through  the  neighborhood  to  an  Indian  village  near  the  mission. 
There  were  no  official  tribal  meetings  back  then,  just  socializing  between 
families  in  San  Gabriel,  where  the  descendants  had  lived  since  the  mission 
days,  they  said.  They  gathered  for  chuck-steak  barbecues,  fiestas,  drinking 
and  guitar  playing  in  the  backyards  under  the  walnut  trees.  Most  say  the 
tribes  are  essentially  big  extended  families. 

In  the  1970s,  as  Indian  activism  surged,  the  Gabrielinos  began  to  research 
their  culture  and  organize.  Duarte  began  her  genealogical  work.  Morales  was 
officially  elected  chief  and  remained  until  he  died  of  a stroke  in  1995.  His 
son  Anthony,  now  50,  took  the  mantle  after  Sparky's  death. 

"I  always  knew  I was  Gabrielino,"  said  Anthony  Morales.  "But  it  wasn't 
cool  to  be  Indian  before.  You  were  an  outcast  and  wanted  to  hide  that 
identity. " 

The  Fernandenos,  meanwhile,  some  of  whom  lived  in  a community  around 
Mission  San  Fernando,  were  going  through  the  same  struggle  to  define 
themselves.  Confusion  often  arises  because  both  Indian  groups  were 
basically  indistinguishable  in  prehistoric  times.  And  sometimes,  the 
mission  designation  did  not  indicate  from  where  one's  ancestors  came.  Tribes 
from  all  over  Southern  California  were  mixed  together  at  the  missions. 

Today,  the  Gabrielino-Tongva  Tribal  Council,  the  biggest  of  several  tribal 
splinters,  meets  regularly  near  the  San  Gabriel  mission.  They  protest 
construction  on  sacred  sites  and  some  members  get  jobs  monitoring  the 
handling  of  their  ancestors'  remains  at  sensitive  construction  projects,  and 
they  are  preparing  for  the  2000  census. 

"We  need  to  properly  identify  ourselves  or  we'll  go  unnoticed  again," 
said  Anthony  Morales.  "We  are  not  extinct." 

Morales  is  a quiet,  easygoing  man  who  often  wears  flannels,  a baseball  hat 
and  faded  high-tops.  The  union  pipe-fitter  sets  up  fire  sprinkler  systems 
for  a living,  and  said  his  co-workers  were  shocked  when  he  first  told  them 
he  was  an  Indian  chief. 

Perhaps,  he  said,  they  didn't  expect  to  find  the  chief  of  an  ancient 
people  working  among  them. 

But  the  tribe  remains  working-class  and  glitz-free,  with  $9,900  in  the 
bank  and  only  a jug  of  plain-brand  fruit  punch  at  the  meetings. 

There  may  be  more  than  1,000  people  who  participate  in  the  business  of 
the  Gabrielino-Tongva  Tribal  Council,  though  only  about  350  have  formally 
enrolled,  said  Sharon  Cotrell,  a Cal  State  Long  Beach  graduate  student 
compiling  research  in  the  tribe's  push  for  federal  recognition. 

Gaining  federal  recognition  is  a long,  laborious  affair,  requiring 
exhaustive  research.  Many  tribes  become  so  discouraged  by  their  prospects 
that  they  give  up.  Morales'  group  was  the  first  Gabrielino  group  to  file  a 
petition,  in  1994. 

The  Gabrielino  effort  is  hindered  by  squabbling  among  different  groups. 
Many  compete  to  appear  more  legitimate  while  vying  to  get  the  monitoring 


jobs,  and  there  are  always  accusations  that  some  are  faking  their 
"Indianness. " But  the  biggest  potential  obstacle  for  the  Gabrielino  could 
be  to  prove  that  they  have  always  been  an  intact  tribe,  with  a distinct 
culture,  leadership  and  bylaws,  through  modern  history--a  federal 
requirement . 

"The  whole  idea  is  that  we  want  to  recognize  Indian  nations,"  said  Steve 
Austin,  a researcher  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  "It  means  we're 
recognizing  a government-to-government  relationship." 

Morales  concedes  that  today's  Gabrielino  culture--the  dancing,  language 
and  religious  rituals--is  a re-creation,  culled  from  mission  records, 
anthropologists'  studies  and  accounts  from  early  California  settlers. 

"To  us  that's  as  close  as  it's  going  to  get,"  he  said.  "It's  just  as 
authentic . " 

But  some  of  the  few  modern  anthropologists  who  have  studied  Southern 
California  Indians  say  using  such  secondary  accounts  can  be  tainted  by  the 
original  sources'  bias:  from  the  Franciscan  padres,  who  saw  Indian  worship 
as  the  work  of  the  devil,  to  20th  century  anthropologists  swept  up  in  a 
movement  to  romanticize  the  Indians  as  a perfect,  complex  society  living  in 
harmony  with  the  Earth. 

To  many  members,  being  Indian  doesn't  have  to  do  so  much  with  the 
prehistoric  rituals,  but  with  living  in  a place  where  one's  ancestors 
existed  for  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands  of  years,  long  before  the  incursion 
of  millions. 

"What  really  gets  me  is  when  I go  down  to  the  beach,  and  I look  out  to 
the  ocean  and  envision  my  ancestors  on  the  water,"  Morales  said.  "I  see  them 
going  across  to  trade  with  the  island  Gabrielinos  on  Catalina  and  San 
Nicolas.  What  a vision  that  is." 

Duarte's  not  as  nostalgic,  though  she  is  consumed  by  local  history. 

Her  biggest  fear  now  is  that  she  will  die  without  finding  a home  for  her 
work--"someone  who  doesn't  bother  doing  the  dishes  or  making  the  bed  because 
she's  always  looking  for  Indians,"  she  said.  Below  a goldfish  bowl  and  old 
photos  in  her  condo  are  file  cabinets  full  of  census  records,  marriage 
books.  Temple's  work  and  copied  mission  registries. 

"I  need  to  pass  this  on  to  someone,"  she  said,  or  another  chapter  will  be 
lost . 
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[Editorial  Note:  The  first  part  of  this  article  appeared  in  last 
week's  issue,  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org] 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

(continued) 

SISIS:  So  it  is  obvious  now,  or  at  least  conceded  in  media,  that  treaties 
are  necessary  in  British  Columbia.  They  are  pursuing  treaties,  in  illegal 
forms,  I might  add,  but,  at  the  same  time  they  misrepresent  the  issues,  and 
keep  the  real  issues  under  cover  of  this  whole  fraudulent  system  they  have 
created . 

BC:  Yes,  I think  that's  all  part  of  the  fraud  that's  going  on.  The  reason 
treaties  are  juristically  necessary  is,  because  according  to  international 
and  constitutional  law,  there  is  racial  and  cultural  segregation.  And 
according  to  international  and  constitutional  law  the  way  in  which  newcomer 
society  acquires  the  right  to  go  into  the  new  area  is  by  way  of  a treaty. 
Well,  that  scenario  has  been  superceded  by  the  event:  the  newcomers  are  in 
there  already,  so  to  talk  of  making  a treaty  is  simply  out  of  keeping  with 
the  factual  reality.  But  it's  more  obscenely  out  of  keeping  in  the  sense 
that  in  the  19th  century,  the  Indian  Act  of  Canada  was  amended  essentially 
to  co-opt  a portion  of  Indian  society  to  make  it  the  agents  in  the  genocide 
of  the  native  people.  So,  for  example,  the  Indian  Act  was  amended  in  1884 
to  make  illegal  the  life  chief,  or  hereditary  system  of  the  Indians,  and  to 


put  in  its  place  a system  of  puppet  government,  that  is,  the  Indian  Act 
system;  and  native  society  was  bifurcated  into  these  two  solitudes. 

Those,  in  my  view,  who  remained  culturally  "Indian  Indians,"  became 
the  victims  of  the  genocide  that  was  perpetrated  by  the  Indian  puppet 
governments.  And  this  was  carried  on  for  in  excess  of  100  years.  What  you 
have  is  a huge  Indian  governmental  organization  bureaucracy  who  are  the 
heirs  of  the  Indians  who  committed  genocide  against  their  own  people.  And 
the  irony  of  this  situation  is  that  this  is  who  the  treaties  are  being  made 
with,  and  the  obscenity  of  it  is  that  in  the  treaty  process,  these 
particular  Indians,  the  ones  with  the  blood  of  their  brothers  and  sisters 
on  their  hands,  are  the  ones  being  compensated. 

SISIS:  Good  old  British  Columbia.... 

BC:  Essentially,  what  you  have  there  is  a really  grotesque  alliance  between 
the  legal  establishment  and  the  native  bureaucracy.  Indian  culture,  in  its 
most  attractive  sense  is  the  ideology  of  sharing  and  respect.  That  is  a 
gift  that  the  spirits  of  the  old-style  Indians  can  give  to  their 
generations  unborn,  but  more  so  to  all  of  humankind.  But  it  is  profoundly 
false  to  suggest  that  these  Indian  organizations,  and  governments  in 
Canada,  who  are  so  handsomely  funded  by  the  federal  government,  in  any 
sense  represent  the  native  values  of  sharing  and  respect.  Those  governments 
and  organizations  are  no  less  committed  to  the  institutions  of  private 
property  and  economics,  the  infinite  satisfying  of  unlimited  human  wants. 

So  the  whole  thing,  the  whole  situation  of  treaty  making  is  an 
obscene  game,  the  major  players  of  which  are  a corrupt  legal  establishment 
and  an  equally  corrupt  native  establishment.  In  this  game  the  average 
Canadian,  the  average  Indian,  and  newcomer  Canadian  equally,  are  simply 
left  out.  They  don't  really  know  what's  going  on. 

SISIS:  So  in  terms  of  the  west,  and  in  any  place  that  hasn't  been  treatied, 
jurisdiction  still  lies  with  the  indigenous  people? 

BC:  Yes. 

SISIS:  So,  if  you  acknowledge  that  jurisdiction  still  lies  with  the  native 
people,  and  there's  this  corrupt  leadership  that  controls  much  of  their 
resources  and  territories,  then  how  is  it  possible  to  get  this  mess  cleaned 
up? 

BC:  Well,  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  that  I have  been  propounding  the 
concept  of  justice  as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs.  In  my  view, 
there  is  no  prospect  of  getting  the  mess  cleaned  up  unless  we  start  with 
the  first  premise  that  the  whole  truth  has  to  come  out.  And  once  the  whole 
truth  does  come  out,  not  just  the  facts  of  history,  but  the  whole  truth 
about  the  law,  once  it  does  come  out,  then  we  are  in  a position  to  discuss 
reforming  the  law. 

But  we  can't  realistically  reform  the  law  until  we  have  the  truth 
on  the  table  about  what  the  law  is.  So,  the  first  stage  is  to  accept  the 
principle  of  justice  as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs.  The  second 
stage  is  to  put  on  the  table  what  the  law  actually  is.  The  third  stage  is 
then  to  discuss  reform  of  the  law.  But  in  that  discussion  of  reform  of  the 
law,  it's  important  that  all  Canadians,  I think,  participate.  That  is, 
right  now,  that  discussion  is  being  carried  on  by  interested  parties.  It  is 
essentially  a dialogue  between  a corrupt  legal  establishment  and  a corrupt 
native  establishment.  And  it  is  in  the  equal  interest  of  both  of  those 
establishments  to  suppress  and  conceal  the  truth. 

SISIS:  So  what  you  are  basically  presenting  is  a scenario  where  non-corrupt 
Indian  people  and  non-corrupt  Canadian  people  have  to  sit  down  and  come  up 
with  viable  alternatives  to  the  status  quo. 

BC:  That's  right. 


SISIS:  There  are  so  many  things  to  cut  through.  Where  do  you  think,  I mean. 


you  say  the  first  thing  that  has  to  happen  is  for  the  truth  to  come  out? 

BC:  No,  no,  the  first  that  has  to  happen  before  the  truth  can  come  out  is 
that  this  society  has  to  address  its  value  system  and  realize  that  the 
paramount  value  is  that  justice  is  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs.  For 
example,  the  present  constitution  of  Canada,  as  amended  in  1982,  declares 
that  Canada,  as  a country,  is  premised  upon  the  principle  of  the  supremacy 
of  God  and  the  rule  of  law.  Now,  one  can  equate  the  concept  of  supremacy  of 
God  with  the  concept  the  of  the  rule  of  law  in  the  sense  that  most  concepts 
of  god  and  gods  in  the  world,  basically  are  based  on  respect  and  sharing.  I 
think  that's  essentially  what  the  rule  of  law,  the  law  that  is  worthy  of 
the  name  is:  the  application  of  those  fundamental  principles  to  human 
affairs.  So,  if  you  start  with  that,  you  know,  a discussion  and  agreement 
on  your  opening  premise  - and  your  opening  premise  is  a society  based  on 
the  rule  of  law  - then  I would  equate  that  with  a society  in  which  justice 
as  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs  is  the  paramount  value.  Then  you  can 
move  on  to  say,  OK,  how  do  we  conduct  our  affairs  consistent  with  that 
value,  and  then  we  get  to  the  stage  you  are  talking  about  - about  getting 
the  truth  on  the  table.  But  you  don't  get  to  the  stage  of  getting  the  truth 
onto  the  table  until  you've  got  a premise  that  says  there  is  a value  in 
getting  the  truth  on  the  table,  in  principle. 

SISIS:  I agree,  and  I think  that  most  people,  or  most  Canadians  would  also 
agree  with  that  premise. 

BC:  Well,  that's  interesting,  because  that  is  all  I have  ever  been  saying. 
For  the  past  ten  years,  that  has  been  the  point  of  my  existence.  And  yet, 
part  of  the  semiotic  field  in  Canada  right  now,  if  you  put  the  two  words 
Bruce  Clark  out  there,  the  reaction  you  get  is  a form  of  rejection 
reaction:  the  organism  simply  rejects  it.  It's  a demonization  thing.  People 
may  agree  with  that  in  principle,  but  how  do  you  get  that  principle  to  the 
people?  I have  tried,  and  in  the  course  of  trying,  have  been  demonized. 

That  is,  what  I am  saying  is,  that  there  is  sort  of  an  unholy 
conspiracy  between  the  legal  establishment  and  the  native  bureaucracy  to 
get  away  with  lining  their  own  pockets  on  the  basis  of  a fraud.  And  the  way 
to  break  through  the  fraud  is  by  this  principle  that  justice  is  the 
application  of  truth  to  affairs.  Everybody  can  see  it,  but  if  you  start 
trying  to  apply  it  in  practice,  as  I have  done,  then  you're  neutralized. 

SISIS:  So  what  do  you  think  would  kind  of  wake  Canadians  up  to  this  reality 

BC:  Well,  for  my  small  part,  I have  a book  coming  out  in  the  fall,  which 
attempts  in  an  anecdotal  way  that  I hope  people  will  identify  with  to  say, 
"hey,  I'm  an  ordinary  Doe  and  this  is  what  I discovered,"  and  that's  my 
contribution . 

SISIS:  So  do  you  think  media  plays  a big  role  in  keeping  about  this  state 
of  truth  to  affairs  which  actually  exists  already? 

BC:  Yes,  there's  absolutely  no  question  about  that,  and  that's  not  a 
particularly  new  thing  about  media.  When  De  Tocqueville  did  his  tour  of  the 
United  States  around  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution,  he  remarked  the 
role  of  newspapers  and  the  media  in  American  society  as  a 
consensus-building  function.  So  when  I talk  about  semiotic  fields,  the 
newspapers  and  media  are  very,  very  important  in  establishing  the  semiotic 
field.  That  is  establishing  the  set  of  words  and  signs  that  signify  the 
social  consensus.  And  they  also  lead  the  way.  They  are  like,  in  an 
organism,  the  cells  that  go  and  attack  an  invading  force.  So,  for  example, 
when  I come  along  and  try  to  introduce  this  concept  of  justice  as  the 
application  of  truth  to  affairs,  which  is  disturbing  to  a status  quo,  the 
newspapers  and  the  other  media  are  like  the  T Cells  in  the  body.  This  is  a 
threat  to  the  consensus,  to  the  equilibrium.  So  they  are  the  first  order  of 
defense.  The  attack,  for  example,  the  neutralization  of  me,  has  essentially 
been  a media  phenomenon. 


SISIS:  So  in  terms  of  Gustafsen  Lake,  Dr.  Clark,  what  does  Gustafsen  Lake 
mean  to  you  now  at  this  point  when  you  are  on  the  verge  of  leaving  the 
country  in  search  of  safety? 

BC:  Well,  Gustafsen  Lake,  to  me,  establishes  that  some  heroic  Indians 
turned  over  the  last  stone  that  could  be  turned.  And  for  purposes  of  my 
life,  I think  I am  satisfied  with  my  role  there,  that  I also  turned  over 
the  last  stone  that  could  be  turned.  I mean,  beyond  that,  the  only  sort  of 
stone  left  unturned  is  a stone  which  I am  not  willing  to  try  to  turn,  and 
so  far  as  I know  none  of  the  native  people  with  whom  I have  been  associated 
are  prepared  to  turn,  and  that's  the  stone  of  terrorism,  you  know,  the 
bombing  of  subways,  the  killing  of  innocent  civilians,  wounding  and 
maiming,  and  that  sort  of  thing. 

You  know,  although  Gustafsen  Lake  was  misportrayed  as  an  act  of 
terrorism,  it  wasn't.  It  was  a defensive  position  occupied  by  native 
people.  If  they  had  wanted  to  kill,  if  they  had  wanted  to  conduct  acts  of 
terrorism,  they  certainly  wouldn't  have  drawn  a line  in  the  sand  at 
Gustafsen  Lake,  they  would've  planted  a bomb  on  the  Skytrain  in  Vancouver. 
So,  what  I am  saying  is  that  Gustafen  Lake  for  me,  and  I think  for  some 
native  people,  is  closure. 

SISIS:  So  it's  the  end? 

BC:  It's  the  end  for  this  society  ...  for  my  purposes.  That  is,  those 
native  people  like,  I think.  Wolverine,  who  espouse  the  essential  native 
culture  values  of  respect  and  sharing,  I think  can  rest  easily  in  saying 
they  have  done  all  they  can  do.  There  is  no  more,  I mean,  they're  not 
willing  to  kill  others,  and  hopefully,  they're  not  willing  to  kill 
themselves  in  despair.  And  I am  in  much  the  same  situation. 

But  that  doesn't  mean  the  fight  is  over  because  this  is  a human 
problem  this  is  a perennial  problem.  I mean,  I will  go  to  Europe  and  lick 
my  wounds  and  hopefully  have  some  portion  of  life  that  isn't  involved  with 
other  peoples'  affairs  and  problems,  but  at  the  same  time,  like  right  now, 
you  and  I are  talking,  and  it  may  be  that  something  I have  done  or 
something  I say  in  the  future,  may  in  some  fashion  advance  the  principle  of 
justice  is  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs.  And  in  that,  I am  always 
read  to  be  a messenger  or  a foot  soldier. 

But  right  now,  for  Canada,  in  any  event,  I am  so  thoroughly 
demonized,  there  is  absolutely  no  point  in  me  doing  anything  here.  I guess 
in  a way  it's  cowardice,  me  leaving  this  country.  But  I think  I could 
overcome  the  cowardice  if  I thought  there  was  a point  in  it.  But  I just 
don't  see  that  I could  contribute  anything  because  the  demonization  of  me 
has  been  so  totally  successful  by  the  police,  governments,  and  by  the  legal 
establishment . 

SISIS:  Now,  I agree,  but  I do  not  think  your  leaving  this  country  is 
cowardice.  Dr.  Clark.  I mean,  high-ranking  and  powerful  people  within  the 
RCMP  have  been  recorded  as  saying  they  would  like  to  "Kill  this  Clark, 
smear  the  prick  and  everyone  associated  with  him." 

Now  most  people,  most  average  Canadians,  most  media  consumers, 
don't  ever  see  the  real  issues.  What  they  get  is  soap  opera.  What  do  you 
think  keeps  the  average  person  from  being  open  to,  say.  Wolverine,  and  the 
traditional  native  people? 

BC:  What  keeps  it,  what  prevents  people,  the  average  person  from  seeing  the 
point  is  this  unholy  conspiracy  between  the  corrupt  non-native  legal 
establishment,  and  the  corrupt  native  governmental  and  bureaucratic 
establishment,  and  the  media  whose  function,  since  the  time  of  De 
Tocqueville,  has  been  to  maintain  the  consensus,  to  maintain  the 
established  equilibrium. 

SISIS:  So,  at  some  point,  all  people  have  to  realize  that  we  are  being  lead 
by  the  kind  of  corruption  that  is  destroying  ourselves,  our  future,  and  the 
planet,  and  that  has  to  be  overcome,  and  then  we  all  have  to  sit  down 
together. 


BC:  Exactly. 


SISIS:  Dust  one  other  thing.  Dr.  Clark,  specifically,  about  Wolverine's 
appeal.  When  he  appeared  in  BC,  he  was  told  by  the  appeal  court  that  he 
could  not  rely  on  the  Royal  Proclamation  Act  of  1763  as  a defense,  because 
it  never  applied  to  British  Columbia.  Is  there  any  palatable  reason,  or 
reason  in  law  that  they  could  claim  this,  or  was  it  just  an  outright  lie? 

BC:  Well,  it's  irrelevant.  All  the  Royal  Proclamation  did  was  reiterate  a 
point  of  international  and  constitutional  law,  which  exists  in  any  event  of 
the  Proclamation.  So,  the  debate  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Proclamation  does 
apply  to  British  Columbia  is  a complete  red  herring. 

The  point  is  that  Chief  Dustice  Marshall  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
remarked  in  1832  that  there  was  a body  of  international  and  constitutional 
law  which  governed  the  European  invasion  or  occupation  of  North  America, 
and  the  essence  of  that  international  and  constitutional  law  was  - and 
still  is  since  it  hasn't  been  repealed  - was  that  since  the  Indians  were 
here  first,  and  are  human  beings,  prima  facie,  they  have  territorial 
jurisdiction.  And  that  if  the  newcomers  are  going  to  acquire  territorial 
jurisdiction,  it's  a derivative  process,  and  the  mechanism  for  derivation, 
as  the  Proclamation  confirmed  - but  only  confirmed.  It  didn't  introduce 
anything  new,  the  mechanism  for  derivation  is  treaty  or  purchase. 

So  for  British  Columbia  to  say  the  Proclamation  does  not  apply, 
doesn't  affect  the  fact  that  the  international  and  constitutional  law 
apply,  because  the  international  and  constitutional  law  are  universal.  It's 
a product  of  the  discovery  of  the  new  world.  It  is  simply  part  of  the 
fabric  of  the  whole  civilization.  What  the  judges  are  trying  to  do 
essentially  by  the  pretext  of  saying  that  Proclamation  does  not  apply,  is 
carve  British  Columbia  out  of  the  human  ethic,  and  say  that  it  is  somehow 
some  kind  of  an  enclave  in  relation  to  which  the  international  and 
constitutional  law  that  applies  everywhere,  doesnt  apply  there.  Well, 
that's  just  silly.  It's  just  a blatant  fraud. 

SISIS:  All  right,  thanks  a lot  for  this.  Dr.  Clark. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 
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"RE : Last  Call  in  Pine  Ridge"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dul  1999  16:53:25  -0500 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet . org> 

Subj : Last  call  in  Pine  Ridge/FWD.  from  KOLA 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

From:  Mike  Wicks  <Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com> 

Subj:  [aim]  Last  call  in  Pine  Ridge 

http : //www. boulderweekly . com/ 
for  the  week  beginning  15-Dul-99 
Last  call  in  Pine  Ridge 

For  the  Lakotas  in  White  Clay,  Nebraska,  death  is  on  the  house 
by  Ben  Corbett 

White  Clay,  Nebraska  ...  A dusty  little  rural  slum  with  10  crumbling 
buildings,  population  22.  Bleached  signs  creaking  on  rusty  hooks  in  the 
scant  breeze.  Walls  sagging  under  the  weight  of  a merciless  sun,  paint 
blistering.  An  empty  pop  can  rolls  down  the  main  drag,  clinking  along  past 
paper  sacks  flattened  in  the  gutter.  Overhead,  a buzzard  silhouettes  the 
thermals  of  a cloudless  sky.  Crickets  chirp  in  the  weed-lined  street  as 
George  Strait  moans  a top-10  croaker  through  the  gills  of  a single-speaker 
AM  radio.  Flies  buzzing.  Wind  exhaling  another  empty  morning.  And  the  sun 


beats  down  . . . 

Around  noon,  a brace  of  spit-shined  Nebraska  state  police  cruisers  file 
in,  staging  themselves  throughout  White  Clay,  A/C  warding  off  the  scalding 
sun  behind  dark  glass.  Looking  towards  Pine  Ridge,  two  miles  away,  heat 
risers  swirl  in  eddies  on  the  baking  asphalt.  First  the  chants  are  heard, 
a funeral  dirge  wailed  to  the  steady  pounding  of  a drum.  Then,  like  a 
mirage,  a throng  of  Lakotas  appears  on  the  vaporous  horizon  led  by  two 
Tribal  Police  units.  Stop  for  prayers.  Onward.  Stop  for  prayers.  Onward. 
Children.  Elders.  Fighters.  The  people.  Flokahey!  The  troopers  in  White 
Clay  check  their  weapons.  They've  gone  over  the  tactical  formation  a dozen 
times.  The  word  is  out  to  hold  back  on  force  until  the  last  possible 
moment.  We  don't  want  an  outbreak  like  last  week,  Dim.  Federal  orders. 
Let's  keep  our  cool  on  this  one.  Eyes  on  the  road.  Waiting. The  protesters, 
a wall  of  flesh,  cross  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  borderand  the  Nebraska 
state  line  in  the  same  step.  200  yards  to  go.  Prayer  stick  held  high.  The 
war  cry  goes  up,  Yooowwwwoooooppp  Woooop  Woooop!  The  coup  stick  is  thrown 
skyward.  They  head  for  the  primary  target,  a local  watering  hole  called 
the  Arrowhead  Inn,  and  the  first  eviction  notice  is  taped  to  the  wall: 
NOTICE 

THE  OGLALA  LAKOTA  OYATE,  BEING  THE  LANDLORDS  AND  CARETAKERS  OF 
THIS  LAND  YOU  CALL  WHITE  CLAY,  DO  HEREBY  GIVE  YOU  NOTICE  TO  CEASE 
AND  DESIST  THE  SALE  OF  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES.  FURTHERMORE,  AS  THE 
LAWFUL  OWNERS  OF  THIS  LAND  UNDER  THE  1803,  1851,  AND  1868  TREATIES 
WITH  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT,  WE  DO  HEREBY  TERMINATE  YOUR  LEASE,  AS 
WE  HAVE  NOT  RECEIVED  ANY  LEASE  PAYMENTS  SINCE  THE  LAND  WAS 
ILLEGALLY  TRANSFERRED  IN  1904. 

YOU  HAVE  30  DAYS  TO  VACATE  THE  PREMISES.  LEGAL  ACTION  WILL  OCCUR 
IF  YOU  DO  NOT  COMPLY  WITH  THIS  NOTICE. 

The  coup  stick  strikes  the  air.  200  fists  are  raised.  The  war  cry  goesup 
again.  VD's  Market  is  next.  The  eviction  posting  is  repeated  a half  dozen 
times  as  the  cops  sit  dumbstruck;  white  knuckles  grip  fast  the  steering 
wheels.  They  don't  realize  they've  just  been  shamed  in  the  Lakota  manner 
of  counting  coup.  They  don't  realize  they've  been  defeated.  That  the  joke 
is  on  them.  This  is  a victory  for  the  Oglala  Lakotas.  Another  battle  won 
in  the  long  war  of  endurance  against  white  lies,  violence,  hatred,  racism, 
oppression,  murder. Bodies  by  the  road 

"It  has  to  stop,"  says  Tom  Poor  Bear,  cooling  off  his  sweat-beaded  brow 
with  a soft  drink  after  the  sweltering  march.  "Indian  people  are  found 
dead  all  over  here  and  nobody  does  anything  about  it.  If  these  were  two 
white  people  found  murdered  here,  this  place  would  be  swarming  with  law 
enforcement . " 

Poor  Bear  is  a brother  of  Wilson  Black  Elk,  40,  one  the  latest  victims 
found  murdered  just  yards  inside  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  line.  On  Dune 
8,  the  mangled  bodies  of  Black  Elk  and  Ronald  Hard  Heart,  39,  were  found 
side  by  side  in  the  waist-deep  grass  of  a roadside  ravine,  brutally  beaten 
to  death.  After  seeing  little  or  no  investigation  of  the  murders.  Poor 
Bear  put  in  a call  to  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM),  asking  for 
assistance  in  getting  action  on  the  uninvestigated  murders. 

"Indian  people  in  his  country  are  still  hunted,"  says  Russell  Means,  co- 
founder of  AIM  and  a resident  of  Pine  Ridge.  "In  the  last  five  years, 
there  have  been  over  a dozen  uninvestigated  murders  of  Indian  people  who 
have  been  beaten  to  death  on  Pine  Ridge.  The  coroner  always  says  the  cause 
of  death  was,  not  trauma  to  the  head,  but  exposure.  And  they're  buried 
without  fanfare." 

The  coroner  in  question  is  a forensic  pathologist  from  Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska,  whose  jurisdiction  covers  Sheridan  County  and  White  Clay.  "This 
guy  has  a bad  track  record  of  doing  a thorough  autopsy,"  says  Poor  Bear. 
"Take  Anna  Mae  Aquash  for  instance,  a very  strong  Indian  woman.  She  was 
found  murdered  on  the  reservation  (1976),  and  her  body  was  sent  to 
Scottsbluff  for  autopsy.  The  pathologist  ruled  she  died  of  exposure.  So  we 
exhumed  her  body,  sent  it  to  Rapid  City  for  a second  opinion,  and  found 
out  she  was  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head.  And  also  a man  named  Bishnette 
who  was  killed  by  a BIA  (Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs)  officer  and  sent  to 
Scottsbluff  for  autopsy.  They  ruled  he  was  killed  with  one  shot.  We 


exhumed  his  body,  and  he  was  shot  eleven  times."  Poor  Bear  spends  the  next 
few  minutes  running  down  a list  of  names  from  memory  of  Lakotas  murdered 
and  quickly  buried  with  the  coroner's  catch-all  "exposure"  rulings. 

The  uninvestigated  deaths  in  White  Clay  date  to  the  1972  fatal  beating 
of  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder,  whose  death  spurred  a 71-day  siege  of  the 
Wounded  Knee  hamlet  led  by  the  newly  formed  American  Indian  Movement. 
"Yellow  Thunder  was  beaten  and  thrown  into  the  American  Legion  half  naked, 
says  Poor  Bear,  who  also  took  part  in  the  Wounded  Knee  siege.  "And 
later  on  he  was  beaten  to  death  by  two  brothers  and  found  dead  in  an 
abandoned  car.  These  people  just  got  slaps  on  the  wrists  and  walked  away." 
Mere  manslaughter  charges  have  become  the  staple  consequence  in 
reservation  border  towns  for  killing  Indians.  Only  two  men  have  been 
convicted  to  date  in  South  Dakota  of  any  of  the  killings.  "Everyone  who 
kills  an  Indian  here  gets  exonerated  by  all-white  juries,"  says  Means. 

"The  racism  is  endemic  in  the  conscious  and  subconscious  of  America.  But 
nobody  cares.  We're  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind."  Enter  Charlie  ade 

White  Clay,  an  unincorporated  town,  enjoyed  upwards  of  $4  million  in 
liquor  sales  last  year,  99  percent  of  which  was  poured  down  Indian  throats 
That's  approximately  2,800  cans  of  beer  sold  everyday  to  Lakota  patrons, 
who  are  forbidden  by  federal  law  to  purchase  and  consume  alcohol  on  the 
reservation  only  two  miles  away.  Day  in  and  day  out,  carloads  of  Indians 
stream  into  White  Clay  to  purchase  groceries  and  cold  six-packs  from  white 
business  owners  hawking  the  forbidden  wares.  But  what  to  make  of  these 
staggering  figures? 

"I'll  tell  you  like  I told  any  other  reporter,"  says  Terry  Robbins, 
sheriff  of  Sheridan  County  Nebraska.  "The  United  States  tried  to  go 
through  a prohibition  and  they  found  out  years  ago  it  didn't  work.  If 
you've  got  demand,  businesses  pop  up."  As  for  the  murders,  protesters  and 
families  of  the  recently  slain  suspect  a local  Sheridan  County  deputy 
sheriff  who  patrols  White  Clay.  >From  the  descriptions,  the  man  is  a 
walking,  talking  Charlie  Wade  incarnate,  straight  off  the  set  of  John 
Sayles'  controversial  film.  Lone  Star.  "He  has  a history  of  verbally  and 
physically  abusing  Indian  people,"  says  Poor  Bear.  "He  comes  into  White 
Clay  and  puts  on  big  black  gloves,  lead-lined,  and  he  physically  hits  the 
Lakota  people.  Personally,  I feel  he  should  be  one  of  the  top  suspects  in 
this."  Poor  Bear  adds  that  AIM  has  witnesses  and  statements  from  Lakotas 
who  have  suffered  the  man's  abuse. 

"He's  admitted  to  beating  Indians  in  his  custody  when  he  has  arrested 
them,"  says  Russell  Means.  "However,  he's  still  deputy  sheriff."  If  this 
deputy  sheriff  were,  in  fact,  implicated  in  the  murders,  what  action  would 
the  Sheridan  County  sheriff  take? 

"Well,"  says  Sheriff  Robbins,  "first  the  investigation  would  have  to 
show  there  was  some  implications,  and  as  far  as  I know  there's  not  been 
any  implications.  All  I know  is  that's  just  a rumor.  It  don't  help  matters 
when  they  put  it  in  the  paper  and  on  TV.  They're  just  a-fuelin'  the  fire. 

Weeks  before  the  bodies  were  found,  according  to  a second  brother  of  the 
slain  man,  threats  were  made  to  Wilson  Black  Elk.  He  owed  a tab  to  a White 
Clay  bar  owner,  who  threatened  to  "get  my  boys  to  handle  it,"  if  the  bill 
weren't  paid  promptly.  Who  are  "my  boys"? 

"Skinheads  from  Rushville,"  the  brother  says,  "or  else  the  deputy 
sheriff."  Distrust  lurks  behind  the  warm  eyes  of  Lakotas,  who  are  calling 
the  string  of  murders  serial  killings.  They  fear  that  both  the  Sheridan 
County  authorities  and  the  entire  population  of  White  Clay  are  covering  up 
the  slayings. 

"Sheridan  County  does  have  a history  of  racism.  There  is  white 
supremacist  activity,"  adds  Poor  Bear,  citing  a White  Clay  proprietor  as 
an  example.  "He  is  a known  white  supremacist  who  has  come  out  and  beat 
people  in  wheelchairs.  His  wife  was  known  to  pour  hot  water  on  people  who 
stand  in  front  of  his  store."  And  the  fire  rages  ... 

The  Eagle  Has  Landed 

Downtown  Pine  Ridge.  Another  sweltering  day  on  the  Rez.  A cruel  110  in 
the  shade.  Big  Bat's  gas  pumps  are  jammed  with  brand  new  pickup  trucks  and 
beat-up  sedans,  fender  wells  rotted  out.  Down  the  street,  a few  people  are 
tacking  starched  new  flags  to  the  trees,  a rare  novelty  in  this  island  of 


Indian  Country.  A charter  coach  rolls  up  to  a Tribal  Police  car  to  ask 
directions.  The  bus  is  stuffed  with  Secret  Service  agents,  snipers, 
uniformed  goons  armed  to  the  teeth,  plain  clothes  Indian  infiltrators  to 
mingle  with  the  locals.  Then,  in  rolls  thepress,  an  army  of  stressed-out 
catch-the-next-clip  news  junkies.  Lakota  elders  sit  on  their  porches 
inwardly  giggling  at  the  display  rolling  outbefore  their  eyes.  The  circus 
is  in  town.  A three-ring  sensual  feast  of  lugubrious  politicking. 

Presidents  avoid  Indian  issues  like  the  plague,  so  Bill  Clinton's  Duly  7 
stop  at  Pine  Ridge  had  a special  ring  to  it.  A certain  irony  for  Mother 
America's  forgotten  children,  the  Oglala  Lakota.  Clinton's  Pine  Ridge 
stopover  on  his  speed-tour  of  severely  impoverished  areas  marked  the  first 
time  in  history  that  a U.S.  President  made  an  appearance  on  an  American 
Indian  reservation. 

As  the  Commander  in  Chief's  official  Chinook  chopper  touched  down,  a 
battalion  of  slack-jawed  cameramen  rushed  forward  clawing  at  each  other  in 
an  ignorant  frenzy.  The  national  press  pushing  the  inexperienced  local 
reporters  aside  with  a huff  of  the  lungs,  "excuse  me."  Shove.  Like  wolves 
on  steaming  meat.  What  a thrill  to  get  so  close  to  the  man  that  you  could 
reach  out  and  slap  him. More  Snake  Oil,  Mr.  Bill?  After  a storm  of  pat- 
downs,  bomb-sniffing  dogs,  metal  detectors,  placements  of  snipers, 
suspicious  looks,  and  confiscated  pocket  knives,  the  event  at  the  Pine 
Ridge  High  campus  gets  underway.  2,000  heads,  including  100  tribal  leaders 
from  around  the  country  look  up,  watching  with  hungry  eyes,  wondering 
what's  on  the  menu.  More  broken  promises?  Could  it  possibly  be  for  real 
this  time? 

First  the  invocation  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  keeper  of  the  sacred 
white  buffalo  calf  pipe.  Then  a speech  from  Harold  Salway,  President  of 
the  Tribal  Government: 

"Nearly  60  percent  of  the  young  people  on  the  reservation  live  in 
poverty.  Life  expectancy  for  Oglala  men  is  the  lowest  in  the  United 
States.  We  have  more  than  4,000  families  waiting  for  homes,  and  our 
current  housing  stock  is  in  serious  disrepair.  Twenty  percent  of  Oglala 
houses  lack  basic  plumbing.  The  unemployment  in  our  community  is  recorded 
as  high  as  73  percent  plus.  But  we  have  seen  this  rate  soar  higher  and 
higher  and  harder  in  worse  times." 

Not  to  mention  the  alcohol  epidemic,  a startling  high  school  drop-out 
rate,  or  one  of  the  highest  infant  mortality  rates  in  the  western 
hemisphere.  Pine  Ridge  is  well-known  as  the  most  economically  distressed 
locale  in  North  America.  Racked  with  these  severe  living  standards, this 
shadowland  of  progress  has  been  continually  swept  aside  by  the 
governmental  hand.  Discontent  here  is  spiraling  upward.  But  Clinton  offers 
relief.  On  this  tour,  armed  with  an  entourage  of  senators,  Hesse  Hackson, 
and  a string  of  high-profile  money  moguls,  the  president  promises  growth 
in  depressed  areas  with  his  New  Markets  Initiative.  The  idea  is  to  issue 
major  tax  breaks  to  Fortune  500  companies  willing  toinvest. 

"When  we  are  on  the  verge  of  a new  millennium  when  people  are 
celebrating  the  miracles  of  technology  ..."  The  polished  pork  'n'  beans 
drawl  rolls  over  the  sacred  feathers  of  the  elders'  head  dresses.  "...  and 
the  world  grows  closer  and  closer  together,  and  our  ability  tolearn  from 
and  with  each  other,  and  make  business  partners  with  each  otherall  across 
our  globe,  and  there's  still  reservations  with  few  phones  and  no  banks, 
when  still  three  or  four  families  are  forced  to  share  two  simple  rooms. 
When  these  things  still  persist,  we  cannot  rest  until  we  do  better.  And 
trying  is  not  enough.  We  have  to  have  results."  Cheers,  whistles,  howls. 

Go  Bill! 

To  the  west  of  the  field,  10  individuals  are  holding  up  "Free  Leonard 
Peltier"  and  "Honor  the  1851  Treaty"  signs,  waving  them  at  opportune 
moments  when  Clinton's  glance  falls  in  that  direction.  Not  even  awince. 
During  a silent  spot  when  Clinton  catches  a breath,  a brave  woman  yells 
out,  "Hey,  Bill,  why  don't  you  let  Leonard  go  free?"  Not  even  a blink.  The 
event  rolls  on.  The  sweat  pours  down.  The  cameras  clickaway  in  a mania  of 
break-neck  shutter  speeds . "Thank  you  all  for  coming.  Good-bye."  Another 
stick  figure  with  a tall  hat  for  the  Lakota  buffalo  hide  diary  in  the  long 
parade  of  time. 

The  next  day,  all  those  starched  new  flags  dangling  from  the  trees  on 


the  main  street  the  day  before  had  disappeared. As  Long  as  the  Grass  Grows 
"We  want  answers  and  we'll  march  until  we  get  them/'  says  Russell  Means. 
He's  not  surprised  that  Clinton  stuck  to  the  agenda  without  addressing 
Peltier's  release,  the  broken  treaties,  the  rash  of  uninvestigated  Indian 
deaths.  "I'll  get  arrested  again,  and  again,  if  I have  to."  Means,  Dennis 
Banks,  and  Clyde  Bellecourte,  founding  members  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  were  three  of  nine  arrested  during  the  second  "March  For 
Justice"  held  on  July  3.  A clash  with  hundreds  of  Nebraska  state  police, 
decked  out  head-to-toe  in  the  latest  in  armor  technology,  trying  to  form  a 
human  barricade  to  prevent  protesters  from  entering  White  Clay.  The  nine 
were  released  soon  afterward-orders  from  a Sheridan  County  judge  who. 

Means  feels,  got  shaky  at  the  thought  of  a throng  of  angry  Indians 
swarming  the  streets  of  Rushville. 

"They  figured  out  there's  this  thing  called  the  Constitution,"  says 
Means  with  a chuckle,  addressing  200  ralliers  at  the  July  7th  march. 

"Today  they  won't  be  trying  to  stop  us." 

Besides  the  murders  and  the  alcohol  sales,  protesters  refuse  to 
acknowledge  Nebraska's  claim  to  the  White  Clay  area.  Nebraska  is 
trespassing  on  Indian  land,  they  say.  The  Lakota  case  against  Nebraska  and 
the  U.S.  government  is  a complicated  web  of  American  deceit  dating  to  the 
1851  and  1868  Fort  Laramie  Treaties,  which  describe  Lakota  title  to  lands 
ranging  from  the  Yellowstone  River  in  the  north,  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
east,  and  the  North  Platte  River  to  the  south-an  area  nearly  100  times 
larger  than  the  current  reservation. 

In  1874,  George  Armstrong  Custer  trespassed  into  the  Black  Hills  on  the 
infamous  Bozeman  Trail,  the  only  biway  to  the  north,  which  happened  to  run 
straight  through  Lakota  lands.  His  mission?  To  spread  propaganda  about 
recent  discoveries  of  gold  to  money-hungry  Easterners.  What  better  way  to 
acquire  Indian  lands  than  to  evoke  a gold  rush  with  mobs  of  whites  racing 
into  the  area,  swarming  through  Indian  lands.  The  military  would  naturally 
be  obliged  to  "protect"  the  white  gold  diggers  with  force,  using  the  clash 
to  deliver  an  onslaught  of  crushing  blowsto  the  Lakota.  As  planned,  this 
happened,  spawning  the  1876  Great  Sioux  War.  And  the  rest  is  history.  The 
treaty  was  violated  by  both  the  gold  diggers  and  the  government  who 
promised  to  protect  the  Indians  against  white  trespass. 

As  a result,  the  federal  government  raked  off  more  than  three-quarters 
of  Lakota  lands,  quickly  opening  them  up  for  white  settlers.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  lands  taken  included  the  gold  rich  Black  Hills,  and  all 
land  near  the  valuable  rivers. 

In  1946,  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  was  formed,  permitting  American 
Indian  Nations  to  sue  the  U.S.  government  for  land  "takings"  both  legal 
and  illegal.  If  an  Indian  Nation  could  prove  a "taking"  occurred,  that 
Nation  was  entitled  to  compensation  for  losses  suffered.  In  the  early 
1970s,  the  Lakota  sued,  a "taking"  was  demonstrated,  and  the  Claims 
Commission  awarded  a measly  $17.5  million-the  1877  dollar  value  of  the 
stolen  property.  "In  your  dreams!"  said  the  Lakotas.  "We  want  our  landback 
" Enter  1979.  The  U.S.  Government  crawled  forward,  admitting  error  in  its 
earlier  calculations.  "Yes,  you  people  deserve  interest  on  that  $17.5 
million.  In  our  calculations,  the  new  figure  comes  out  to  a round  $105 
million."  A steal.  "Forget  it!"  said  the  Lakota.  "It's  the  land  wewant." 
Today  that  sum  still  sits  untouched  in  a federal  bank.  The  figure  has 
grown  to  a hefty  $500  million  since  the  1970s,  but  the  Lakotas  adamantly 
refuse  to  take  the  money.  By  doing  so,  they  reason,  it  would  seal  theshady 
eal . 

"Americans  cannot  conceive  of  that  type  of  thinking  or  that  value  system 
says  Means.  "That  we'd  rather  suffer  the  misery  of  poverty  than  to  sell 
our  holy  land.  You  would  think  the  world  would  look  at  us  in  wonderment 
and  awe  instead  of  killing  us. "The  Coup  Is  Counted  After  the  rally,  the 
file  of  Oglala  marchers  ease  down  an  embankment  to  "Camp  Justice,"  a 
bivouac  of  protest  with  two  massive  tipis  towering  in  the  velvet  of  sky.  A 
tub  of  Indian  soup  simmering  on  the  fire,  cold  drinks,  and  good  friends. 
The  word  is  circulating  that  another  Lakota,  known  by  all,  was  found 
yesterday  floating  face-down  in  Rapid  Creek,  a mile  from  Rapid  City.  More 
stories  circulate  in  whispers.  Yet  another  Lakota  man  was  found  yesterday 
beaten  to  death  and  stuffed  into  a garbage  can  in  Mobridge,  a small  town 


of  Northern  South  Dakota.  Apparently,  four  rich  white  kids  were 
apprehended  in  the  murder.  Their  bonds  were  $250K,  but  they  were  released 
the  same  day.  Suspicions  run  high.  The  numbers  pile  up.  It  never  ends  out 
here . 

Through  the  buffalo  grass  you  can  see  the  spot  where  the  bodies  of  Black 
Elk  and  Hard  Heart  were  found.  A small  triangular  fence  enshrouds  the  site, 
tied  with  red  prayer  cloths  and  piled  with  sage  and  food  offerings  so  the 
departed  spirits  will  have  full  stomachs  on  their  journey  into  the  next 
world . 

Tipis  and  human  gatherings  are  not  foreign  to  this  shaded  knoll.  In  the 
late  1800s,  White  Clay  was  known  as  the  Red  Cloud  Agency,  where  Chief  Red 
Cloud  and  his  band  resided  during  the  winter  months.  His  ponies  were 
undoubtedly  tied  to  the  same  trees  that  the  marchers  shade  themselves 
under  this  very  moment,  the  fir,  the  willow  and  dogwood.  "Red  Cloud  would 
be  proud  of  us  today,"  someone  says. 

Camp  Justice  will  serve  as  a resting  place,  a center  of  protest  until 
the  murders,  the  alcohol  sales,  and  the  treaty  violations  are  answered  for. 
It  stands  as  a testament  that  through  decades  of  racial  abuse  and  deceit, 
the  Lakotas  share  a lasting  unity.  A rare  and  enduringstrength . AIM  and 
the  Oglala  people  plan  to  stage  marches  every  Saturday  until  their  demands 
are  met. 

"I'm  a great  believer,"  says  Means,  "in  what  Felix  Cohen  said  in  the 
1920s.  'The  American  Indian  is  the  miner's  canary  of  freedom  in  this 
country.'  I'll  tell  you,  the  miner's  canary  is  dead.  But  with  these 
marches  to  White  Clay,  maybe  the  miner's  canary  is  being  revived.  We're 
twitching.  And  we're  saying  'America,  wake  up'.  This  is  a rebirth  of  a 
nation  whose  sole  reason  for  existence  is  to  be  free.  And  that's  what 
we're  gonna  be  again." 
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= There  are  none  so  blind  American  Indian  Cultural  Support  = 

+ as  those  who  will  not  see  P.0,  box  1783  + 

= Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  Lutz,  FL 

+ http://www.aics.org/index.html  33548-1783  + 
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"RE : Bear  Lincoln's  Lawyer  Gets  Rebuked  by  Judge"  

Date:  Thu,  15  3ul  1999  21:07:35  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <t . schlosser@msa j . com> 

Subj : Bear  Lincoln's  lawyer  gets  rebuked  by  federal  court 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

NLP  IP  Company,  Thursday,  July  15,  1999 

Counsel  Criticized  in  Case  Involving  Lincoln  Manhunt 

By  Paul  Elias 

U.S.  District  Judge  Fern  Smith  may  have  left  the  bench  two  weeks  ago,  but 
that  didn't  stop  her  from  rebuking  San  Francisco  plaintiffs  attorney 
Dennis  Cunningham  in  a Wednesday  order  dismissing  most  of  a civil  rights 
case  filed  by  the  family  of  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  and  others. 

Now  being  handed  off  to  other  judges  are  most  of  Smith's  cases, 
including  Lincoln  v.  Tuso,  96-1297,  which  involves  claims  against  law 
enforcement  agencies  stemming  from  a manhunt  at  a Northern  California 
Indian  reservation.  But  Smith,  in  her  order,  said  she  wanted  to  resolve 
the  summary  judgment  motion  in  Lincoln  before  moving  to  Washington,  D.C., 
to  take  over  the  Federal  Judicial  Center. 

"Although  the  parties'  settlement  efforts  are  commendable,  the  court 
must  express  its  dismay  at  the  lackadaisical  manner  in  which  plaintiffs' 
counsel  has  prosecuted  this  case,"  Smith  wrote.  "Moreover,  having  observed 
this  dispute  since  its  inception,  the  court  harbors  serious  reservations 
about  plaintiffs'  counsel's  ability  to  press  forward  with  this  litigation 


in  an  efficient  and  effective  manner." 

Three  years  ago,  Cunningham  sued  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's 
Department  and  the  California  Highway  Patrol  and  dozens  of  officers  on 
behalf  of  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln's  family  and  several  other  Mendocino 
County  Native  Americans. 

The  plaintiffs  accused  the  cops  of  roughing  them  up  and  trampling  all 
over  their  constitutional  rights  in  a frantic  search  for  Lincoln.  Lincoln, 
a Wailaki  Indian,  and  his  friend,  Leonard  "Acorn'  Peters,  engaged  in  a 
shoot-out  with  two  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  deputies  on  April  14,  1995, 
on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation.  The  firefight  left  Peters  and 
Deputy  George  Davis  dead  and  Lincoln  on  the  lam,  wanted  for  murder. 

Dozens  of  cops  descended  on  the  reservation  and  turned  over  nearly  every 
stone  in  search  of  Lincoln.  In  doing  so,  the  plaintiffs  accused  the 
police  of  conducting  unconstitutional  searches  and  making  wrongful  arrests. 

On  Sept.  23,  1997,  a Mendocino  County  Superior  Court  jury  acquitted 
Lincoln,  agreeing  with  his  self-defense  argument. 

On  Wednesday,  Smith  tossed  out  the  claims  brought  by  all  but  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  in  Cunningham's  civil  case,  ruling  the  officers  enjoyed 
qualified  immunity.  She  allowed  Perry  Lincoln's  claims  of  an  illegal 
search  and  arrest  at  the  hands  of  the  county  sheriff's  department  to  go 
forward . 

Everything  else.  Smith  ruled,  gets  tossed. 

Smith's  ruling  expressed  frustration  with  Cunningham's  handling  of  the 
case.  She  took  particular  aim  at  his  opposition  to  the  defense  motion  for 
summary  judgment. 

"Plaintiffs'  counsel  submitted  his  opposition  but  has  adduced  little  or 
no  new  evidence  bearing  upon  defendants'  opening  arguments,"  she  wrote. 

"The  opposition  is  more  stream-of-consciousness  narrative  than  a cogent 
legal  analysis.  It  is  cluttered  with  conclusory  allegations  and 
allegations  with  no  evidentiary  support,  and  contains  little  if  any 
discussion  of  case  law." 

Neither  side  had  read  Smith's  order  Wednesday  and  declined  to  talk  about 
it.  When  read  the  particular  passages  Smith  aimed  at  him,  Cunningham 
responded:  "What  a creepy  thing  to  say." 
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"RE : Peltier's  Health  Condition  Deteriorating"  

From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Date:  Wed,  14  Dul  1999  22:02:18  -0500 

Subj : Peltier's  Health  Condition  Deteriorating 

PELTIER'S  HEALTH  CONDITION  DETERIORATING 

Prison  Officials  Deny  Current  x-rays  and  Refuse  Outside  Opinion 

Political  Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier,  who  is  suffering  from  a severe  medical 
condition  which  causes  his  jaw  to  be  frozen  open  13  millimeters,  requested 
current  x-rays  from  prison  authorities  on  May  25,  1999.  The  x-rays  would 
help  Maxillofacial  expert.  Dr.  Eugene  Keller  of  the  Mayo  Clinic,  to 
determine  what  can  be  done  to  treat  Peltier. 

Because  prison  authorities  are  not  allowing  Peltier  to  be  transferred  to 
the  Rochester  Medical  Facility  for  federal  prisoners,  a facility  where  Dr. 
Keller  could  examine  and  if  warranted,  treat  Peltier,  Pelitier's  defense 
team  decided  to  attempt  bringing  Keller  to  Peltier  instead.  Keller  is 
willing  to  examine  Peltier  at  Leavenworth  Penitentiary  where  Peltier  is 
currently  imprisoned,  however,  he  must  have  current  x-rays  before  making  the 
trip . 

Prison  authorities  have  not  x-rayed  Peltier's  jaw  since  1996.  Despite 
this,  prison  authorities  are  not  allowing  Peltier  to  receive  current  x-rays. 
As  of  now,  the  LPDC  has  received  two  different  responses  from  two  different 
departments  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  regarding  the  request.  The  first 
response  is  from  Phillip  S.  Wise,  Assistant  Director  of  the  Health  Services 
Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP)  in  Washington  D.C.  In  this  May  28, 
1999  response  letter  to  Senator  Wellstone,  Mr.  Wise  states  that  Dr.  Keller 
is  not  authorized  to  receive  x-rays  of  Peltier  because  he  is  not  contracted 
with  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons.  He  goes  on  to  say  that,  "there  is  no 


clinical  indication  for  a second  opinion  by  Dn.  Keller." 

To  the  contrary.  Warden  Booker  says  in  his  Dune  8,  1999  direct  response 
to  Peltier,  "Please  be  advised  that  you  are  free  to  provide  Dr.  Keller  with 
copies  of  records  which  are  contained  in  your  Bureau  of  Prison's  Medical 
file."  However,  he  completely  neglects  to  address  Peltier's  request  which 
was  for  current  x-rays.  Amnesty  International,  France  Libertes',  Physicians 
for  Human  Rights,  several  members  of  the  European  Parliament,  and  many  more 
human  rights  groups  and  concerned  individuals  have  written  to  Warden  Booker 
in  support  of  Peltier's  request  for  current  x-rays  of  his  jaw. 

Up  until  March  of  this  year,  prison  authorities  were  willing  to  transfer 
Peltier  to  the  Springfield  Medical  Facility  for  a third  surgery.  Because 
Peltier  had  already  undergone  two  unsuccessful  surgeries  that  worsened  his 
condition  in  1996  at  this  same  facility,  he  refused  to  go.  Prison 
authorities  are  now  confident  that  Peltier's  condition  cannot  be  treated  at 
all.  Interestingly,  prison  authorities  made  this  conclusion  without  the  use 
of  current  x-rays. 

Alarmingly,  Phillip  S.  Wise  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  also  stated 
in  his  response  letter  that  Peltier  is  suffering  from,  "diabetes,  a cardiac 
condition,  and  hyperlipedemia . " The  prison  has  not  yet  begun  blending 
Peltier's  food,  and  because  he  cannot  bite  or  chew  his  food,  he  must  eat 
mostly  soft,  starchy  foods  making  it  difficult  for  him  to  control  his  diet. 
This  may  be  a contribution  to  these  conditions  which  prison  authorities  say 
he  is  suffering  from.  Leonard  has  had  a stroke  before  and  the  above 
conditions  are  life  threatening  making  his  condition  even  more  urgent. 

Please  include  the  above  mentioned  serious  health  conditions  when  writing 
and  speaking  to  governmental  officials  about  Leonard  Peltier's  plight. 
Additionally,  please  continue  to  write  and  ask  others  to  write  Warden  Booker 
and  the  BOP  in  support  of  Leonard's  request  for  x-rays.  Attorney  Eric  Seitz 
is  taking  steps  to  ensure  that  Leonard  receives  the  treatment  he  needs,  but 
urges  you  to  help.  He  also  wants  us  to  note  that  when  speaking  about 
Leonard's  medical,  it  is  important  we  use  only  accurate  information 
In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 
HEALTH 

Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk 
Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  St.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20534 
Fax:  (202)  514-6878 
Phone:  (202)307-3198 

Warden  Booker 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

SAMPLE  LETTER  IN  SUPPORT  OF  X-RAY  REQUEST: 

Dear  Warden  Booker, 

I am  a concerned  citizen  and  supporter  of  inmate,  Leonard  Peltier, 
#89637-132.  I am  aware  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  suffering  from  a jaw  condition 
which  causes  him  great  discomfort  and  difficulty  in  eating.  I have  been 
made  aware  that  Mr.  Peltier  has  made  a request  for  current  radiographs  and 
C-T  scans  which  will  allow  Dr.  Keller  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  to  determine 
whether  his  condition  warrants  treatment  which  Dr.  Keller  would  be  willing 
to  give  Mr.  Peltier  upon  determining  he  is  the  right  doctor  to  do  so.  I 
understand  that  these  x-rays  can  be  obtained  in  close  vicinity  to  USPL 
which  will  cost  the  prison  and  tax  payers  such  as  myself,  very  little. 

I hope  that  these  x-rays  will  be  taken  in  an  expeditious  manner  so  that  Mr. 
Peltier's  suffering  can  be  alleviated.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

Sincerely, 


xxxxxxxx 


Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Duly  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Campbell,  Ronnie 
#326-408 
PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/29/67 

Causey,  learald  Keith 
#A  219-958 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/11/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Conner,  Virgil 
3A205 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/24/44 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Croft,  Troy  Donald 

#902-482 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  3/5/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Carroll  Floyd  A. 

# CU-2347  C/B/19 

10754  Rt.  18 
Albion.  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  11/25/67 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 


Chafin,  Thomas  Eugene 

#266-904 

PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/9/61 
Ancestry:  Seminole/Cree 

Cooper,  lames  David 
#218-840 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/3/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Casto,  Steven 
#325-538 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Chastant,  lason  Paul 
#330297 
1453  15th.  St. 
Pineville,  LA  71360 

Corob,  Larry 
#174-714 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/24/42 
Ancestry:  Apache/Hopi 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 


If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Dust  My  Imagination"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Mar  1999  18:46:24  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : just  my  imagination,  a dream... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Dust  my  imagination,  my  dream 

Heavenly  beings  take  my  mind  away  to  places  I walked  to  a time 

when  we  were  going  to  change  the  world  and  we  feared  nothing. .. .to  a 
time  when  the  only  thing  to  think  on  was  you.... where  are  you  in  the 
smiles  of  our  youth,  in  the  tenderness  of  touch.... we  would  go  about 
and  share  the  day.... your  laughter  filled  my  dreams  and  my  hopes  were 
raised  each  day  by  seeing  you  walk  into  my  life... much  time  has  come 
and  gone  and  I find  myself  thinking  about  me  and  you  then.... 

I rose  this  morning  and  found  that  there  are  more  lines  on  my  face  and 
the  youth  is  gone.... I move  a little  slower  and  when  I returned  to  you 
I could  see  you  were  still  with  me.... after  all  these  many  days  turned 
to  months,  months  to  years,  after  all  this  time;  when  dreams  meet  the 
dawn,  day  in  and  day  out,  they  have  come  and  gone.... 

I came  to  you  and  said  what  is  wrong,  is  something  bothering  you I 

was  just  thinking  about  us ...  remembering  - when  I tried  to  say  it  - 
You  said  it  is  time  to  get  up  and  so  I went  about  rising  to  meet  the 
dawn 

One  more  dawn  filled  with  work  and  children,  home  and  knowing  that  some 
dreams  come  true  and  are  alive  You  are  mine  ....I  am  here  and  tonight 
we  will  be  home  and  share  this  same  place,  this  home,  this  life  and  you 
will  lie  next  to  me  once  again.  Don't  you  know  that  this  was  my  dream 
to  see  you  in  the  early  morning  light.... 

We  walk  this  life  together  and  the  promises  of  youth,  the  hopes  and 
dreams  come  to  me  still.  This  one,  that  you  would  be  mine,  to  share 
more  than  a life,  to  make  a new  one  together  and  as  we  grow  older  and 
have  shared  more  than  we  can  remember ... .what  can  we  say  back  then  it 
was  just  my  imagination,  a dream... my  dream  girl,  my  wife. .you  are  my 
life... 
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KEEP  WELL. 


Cheerful  hopes  are  ever  present 
If  we  only  have  good  health. 

And  if  hope  is  never  absent. 

We  are  on  the  road  to  wealth.  - 
On  the  road  to  keen  enjoyment 

Of  the  sweets  this  earth  can  give; 
Skies  are  bright  and  fields  are  verdant. 
And  'tis  such  a joy  to  live. 

When  we ' re  well . 


THE  CURSE  THAT  IS  KILLING  INDIANS. 


We  all  know  it! 

We  all  see  it! 

And  yet  we  let  it  go  on ! 

The  drink  habit  is  getting  such  a hold  in  some  tribes  that  before  long 
there  will  be  no  Indians  of  those  tribes  left  to  tell  the  tale. 

Which  tribes? 

All  those  tribes  who  have  the  most  money  given  to  them  by  the 
Government,  as  interest  on  money  held  in  trust. 

If  there  were  some  way  to  let  the  Indians  see  the  awful  situation,  how 
they  are  killing  themselves,  and  if  by  some  means  they  could  be  lead  as 
individuals  to  turn  their  attention  to  other  pleasures  or  to  useful 
pursuits,  what  a blessing  it  would  be! 

But  would  the  drinking  men  listen  to  ordinary  talk  or  effort? 

No!  They  are  blind! 

And  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  fears  that  they  will  never  get  their 
eyes  open  until  some  terrible  suffering  comes  upon  whole  tribes  through 
harsh  treatment  or  disease. 

In  reference  to  strong  drink.  General  Stonewall  lackson  once  said: 

"I  never  use  it.  I am  more  afraid  of  it  than  Yankee  bullets." 

Honorable  John  D.  Long  said: 

"Drink  is  the  dynamite  of  modern  civilization." 

Spurgeon  said: 

"Grape  juice  has  killed  more  men  than  grapeshot." 

Prince  Leopold  said: 

"Drink  is  the  only  terrible  enemy  that  England  has  to  fear." 

General  Robert  E.  Lee  said: 

"Men  need  no  stimulant.  It  is  something  I am  persuaded  they  can  get 
along  without . " 

Von  Moitke  said: 

"Beer  is  a far  more  dangerous  enemy  to  Germany  than  the  armies  of 
France . " 

And  so,  strong  drink  is  the  most  deadly  enemy  that  the  Indians  have 
today. 

But  how  do  they  meet  this  enemy? 

They  go  out  to  hunt  him. 

They  carry  him  to  their  camps. 

They  welcome  the  low  white  man  who  carries  strong  drink  to  them  in 
their  boot-legs. 

Fathers  and  mothers  and  whole  families  get  drunk  on  the  vile  stuff. 

They  fight  and  kill  each  other. 

Children  born  under  such  conditions  inherit  dispositions  to  fight,  and 
they  become  murderers. 

What  are  we  to  do  about  it? 

Shall  the  friends  of  the  Indian  sit  still  with  folded  hands  while  this 
enemy  is  at  work  killing  and  weakening  the  minds  and  bodies  of  a people 
that  are  worth  saving,  and  can  be  saved,  if  we  can  only  lead  them  to 
take  hold  with  courage  and  determination  of  the  truth  that  they  must 
save  themselves? 


To  the  boys  and  girls  who  are  in  school  or  who  have  recently  left 
school  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  appeals. 

They  have  studied  hygiene. 

They  have  leaned  of  the  awful  effects  of  strong  drink  on  the  brain  and 
on  the  body. 

THEIR  eyes  are  open. 

There  are  thousands  of  them  - enough  for  a small  army. 

To  all  such,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  say: 

Preach  temperance  in  your  home  letters! 

Live  "temperance"  when  you  get  home! 

Talk  temperance  wherever  you  are,  and  tell 
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Nice  people  always  notice  when  the  fingernails  of  their  friends  are 
not  clean.  Keep  fingernails  clean  when  dressed  for  leisure,  even  if 
face  is  soiled. 

Invitations  to  the  Salem  Indian  school,  Oregon,  have  been  received. 
Superintendent  Potter  and  Assistant  Superintendent  Campbell  are  well 
known  at  Carlisle. 

The  Fort  Apache  closing  exercises  program  were  hand-written  with 
artistically  designed  hand-sketched  scroll  for  cover,  in  which  we  see 
the  handiwork  and  genius  of  the  Superintendent,  Miss  Ella  Patterson,  who 
at  one  time  was  of  our  force. 

Bertram  Charles'  friends  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  arrived 
safely  at  his  Alaskan  home.  He  says  he  feels  stronger  and  better 
already.  It  is  a great  fishing  place  where  he  is  now,  and  he  wishes  he 
could  send  in  a letter  a big  salmon  to  each  of  his  friends. 

Boys,  get  Dr.  Eastman  to  tell  you  his  story,  how  he  worked  his  way 
through  college.  He  did  not  have  an  easy  task,  and  is  all  the  stronger 
man  for  it.  The  hard  pulls  strengthen,  and  the  disagreeable  work  from 
which  we  want  to  run  away  strengthens  character  if  we  hang  to  it. 

Miss  Leverett,  of  Bloomsburg,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leverett  who 
was  rector  of  St.  lohn's  Episcopal  Church,  Carlisle,  when  the  Indian 
School  began,  writes  that  they  keep  up  an  interest  in  our  school  and 
work,  and  must  continue  the  HELPER.  We  value  specially  our  old  time 
friends  who  hang  by  us  year  after  year. 

Miss  Barr  says  she  recently  heard  from  lames  Flannery,  '94,  who  says 
he  takes  great  pleasure  in  the  little  brass  band  that  he  is  instructing 
at  the  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan  school  where  he  is  employed.  They  met 
with  a great  misfortune  in  the  burning  of  their  girls'  building.  It  was 
a sorrowful  sight,  he  said,  to  behold  a fine  building  go  down  to  ashes, 
while  those  looking  on  were  powerless  to  save  it.  He  gives 
Superintendent  Graham  credit  for  being  cool-headed  and  wise  at  such  a 


critical  time. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  note  that  Howice  H.  Seonia,  whose  home  is 
with  Mrs.  D.W.  Collins,  Philadelphia,  and  who  is  a sister  of  our  Miss 
Mary  Seonia,  teacher  of  No.  4,  passed  the  examination  for  the  eighth 
grade  primary  and  will  be  promoted  when  the  Fall  term  opens  should  she 
be  present.  Her  average  is  80.2.  She  has  done  good  work. 

Bertha  Pradt  is  with  people  who  have  gone  for  the  summer  to  the 
mountains  near  Stroudsburg.  She  says  "the  country  around  here"  is 
beautiful,  in  full  view  of  the  valleys  and  Delaware  Water  Gap.  The 
walks  and  drives  are  lovely."  We  are  glad  Bertha  has  found  such  a 
healthful  place.  She  has  missed  the  HELPER  one  week,  and  we  are  also 
glad  she  demands  the  change  of  address,  as  it  shows  that  she  must  have 
Carlisle  news. 

Mrs.  Cook  left  on  Friday  evening  for  California  to  attend  the  Indian 
Teachers'  Institute.  She  will  visit  her  little  son  Hobart,  in  Pasadena, 
while  away.  Master  Hobart  has  been  going  to  school  as  the  splendid  St. 
Mathew's  semi-military  Academy,  San  Mateo,  California.  Hobart's  father 
the  late  Rev.  Charles  Smith  Cook,  was  an  Indian,  a College  and 
Theological  Seminary  graduate,  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  Mrs. 
Cook  is  a cultured  lady  from  New  England.  Business  duties  now  separate 
this  mother  and  this  son.  The  Continent  lies  between  them.  Hobart  is 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  Mrs.  Cook  has  not  seen  him  for  two  years.  She 
will  return  in  September  and  leave  him  in  California. 

Dr.  Charles  Eastman  and  wife  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman  with  their  four 
children  Misses  Dora,  Irene  and  Virginia  and  Master  Charles,  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  arrived  on  Saturday  evening  for  a few  weeks'  stay  with 
us  during  the  heated  term.  Dr.  Eastman  is  a Sioux  Indian,  a College 
graduate,  and  a man  of  wide  information  and  experience  in  Indian 
affairs.  For  some  time  he  was  Government  physician  at  Pine  Ridge 
agency.  He  is  now  looking  after  the  interests  of  Sioux  claims  at 
Washington.  The  Doctor  is  a most  interesting  and  intelligent  speaker 
from  the  stand-point  of  his  race,  and  is  thoroughly  progressive, 
believing  that  the  only  true  salvation  for  the  Indian  is  for  him  to 
become  a voting  citizen  as  speedily  as  possible.  Mrs.  Eastman  is  widely 
known  as  a poetess  and  writer  on  Indian  matters. 

Levi  St.  Cyr,  who  has  been  assistant  printer  at  the  head  of  the 
Mailing  Department  of  the  Red  Man  and  HELPER  Office  for  several  years 
has  resigned.  Mr.  St.  Cyr  has  been  with  us  for  about  eleven  years,  and 
goes  out  from  the  school  with  a spotless  record  as  far  as  conduct,  and 
gentlemanly  bearing  is  concerned.  He  understands  the  work  of  an 
ordinary  newspaper  and  job  office,  and  is  a careful  and  accurate  clerk. 
He  was  a valuable  member  of  the  band,  took  an  active  interest  in 
athletics  and  was  highly  respected  in  every  way.  His  many  friends  at 
Carlisle  will  be  sorry  to  learn  of  his  decision  not  to  return,  and  can 
but  trust  that  he  has  not  made  a mistake.  Mr.  St.  Cyr  has  landed 
interests  on  the  Winnebago  reservation  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  serve 
as  a cord  to  bind  him  or  drag  him  back  to  the  tribe.  He  has  been  a 
voting  citizen  for  a number  of  years,  and  paid  his  taxes,  a MAN  among 
men,  and  so  he  will  continue,  no  doubt. 
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What  fire-crackers ! 

The  Fourth  is  over  and  we  had  a GOOD  time. 

Miss  Ericson  has  gone  to  Washington  and  New  York. 

The  Fourth  was  perfect  as  far  as  weather  was  concerned. 

About  40  pupils  have  left  for  their  western  homes  during  the  week. 

Mrs.  Senseney  of  Chambersburg,  is  visiting  her  daughter  at  the  school. 

Mrs.  McCoy,  Matron  of  the  Chilocco  School,  Oklahoma,  was  among  the 
callers  on  Monday  evening. 

Assistant  Disciplinarian  Ralston,  who  has  been  visiting  boys  on  farms, 
is  expected  home  at  this  writing. 

Miss  Barr,  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  has  gone  to  Prince  Edward's 
Island  for  needed  rest  and  vacation. 

Mrs.  Sawyer,  instrumental  teacher,  will  spend  part  of  her  vacation. 


studying  under  Albert  Ross  Parsons,  New  York. 

Never  in  the  experience  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  he  been  so 
nearly  deafened  by  fire  crackers  as  on  this  Fourth. 

Kendall  Paul,  '99,  has  returned  from  Bank's  School  of  Shorthand, 
Philadelphia,  to  take  Levi  St.Cyr's  place  for  the  summer. 

Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Carter  leave  this  morning  for  Chautauqua  to  take  a 
course  in  the  famous  summer  school  at  that  place. 

Mrs.  Hench,  and  daughters  Misses  Mary  and  Elizabeth  and  little 
grandson  Lyon  were  out  to  hear  the  concert  on  Tuesday  evening. 

A wheel  meet  at  the  lower  farm  was  an  enjoyable  affair  last  Saturday 
after  work  hours.  Mr.  Snyder  and  Miss  Forster  went  "a  la  tandem." 

Miss  Bella  Rankin,  of  Bellefonte,  Mrs.  Edward  Rankin,  Miss  Scott  and 
Miss  Margaret  Forster,  of  Flarrisburg,  were  guests  of  Miss  Forster  one 
day  this  week. 

Miss  Nellie  Robertson,  has  gone  out  to  the  Sioux  country  to  see  her 
friends  and  bring  in  pupils,  if  any  wish  to  come.  Jennie  and  Lillian 
Brown  went  home  with  her. 

The  band  is  to  take  a vacation  of  two  weeks,  and  the  boys  have  earned 
the  rest.  They  will  go  at  their  work  for  the  new  year  with  renewed 
vigor  after  a little  cessation  from  blowing. 

Physical  Director  and  Disciplinarian  Thompson  and  wife  left  today  for 
Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  where  the  former  will  make  a special  study  of 
"Corrective  or  Medical  Gymnastics." 

If  some  of  those  snakes  that  Professor  Schurr  talked  about,  which 
drink  the  perspiration  from  the  necks  of  people,  were  here  they  would 
have  plenty  to  quench  their  thirst  just  now. 

"This  is  the  way  we  celebrate  the  FIFTH  of  Duly,"  said  one  of  the 
little  fellows  detailed  to  do  the  picking  up  of  the  litter  after  the  fun 
with  fire-crackers  and  rockets  the  evening  before. 

The  teachers  and  officers  gave  the  band  a little  lemonade  treat 
between  parts,  during  the  concert  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth.  The 
boys  thought  that  hardly  ever  did  lemonade  taste  so  good  and  refreshing. 

Teachers  have  been  working  in  the  library  since  the  close  of  school. 
They  are  cataloging  all  books  according  to  the  Dewey  system,  modified 
for  our  special  needs. 

Mrs.  DeLoss,  mentioned  last  week,  as  having  been  transferred  from  the 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  Indian  school,  to  Carlisle  to  take  the  place  of 
Miss  Wilson,  arrived  on  Monday. 

Miss  Wood  has  gone  to  Trenton,  New  York,  to  visit  her  mother  and  other 
relatives.  She  expects  to  go  from  there  in  a few  days  to  Martha's 
Vineyard  to  take  a course  in  the  Summer  School. 

Miss  Cutter  left  for  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  Long  Island,  on  Monday,  to 
take  a summer's  course  in  Biology  and  Botany.  She  will  have  the  benefit 
of  the  teaching  of  University  instructors,  and  of  the  laboratory  at  that 
great  summer  school. 

Instructor  Harris  of  the  blacksmith  and  wagon  making  shop,  Mr.  Norman, 
instructor  in  painting,  Mr.  Morrett,  instructor  in  shoemaking,  and  Mr. 
Harkness  instructor  in  tinning  are  all  away  on  a vacation.  The  shops 
are  kept  going  by  the  most  advanced  student  in  each  department. 

Where  is  that  bucket?  The  boys,  with  Mrs.  Given's  consent,  thought 
they  would  put  one  of  the  cannon  crackers  under  an  old  wooden  bucket  to 
hear  it  make  a BIG  noise.  The  bucket  went  up  and  has  not  been  seen 
since.  Oh,  there  are  a few  splinters  around  to  show  that  there  really 
had  been  a bucket. 

Quite  a large  concourse  of  promenaders  from  town  were  out  to  hear  the 
concert  given  by  the  Band  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth,  and  felt  amply 
repaid  for  coming.  Tannhauser  and  William  Tell  Overtures  did  not  mix 
well  with  the  loud  sounding  pyrotechnics,  but  the  boys  and  girls  for  the 
most  part  honored  the  Band  by  keeping  quiet  during  the  finer  parts  of 
the  music. 

Mr.  Elmer  Simon,  class  '96,  and  a graduate  this  year  of  the  Indian 
Normal  School,  this  State,  as  Salutatorian  of  his  class,  is  now  with  us 
as  teacher.  We  welcome  him  to  our  midst  as  a brother,  who  will  take  up 
the  work  understanding  all  of  its  phases,  for  he  has  been  through  it 
all,  having  come  to  us  when  quite  a young  boy.  Mr.  Simon's  Normal 


Training  will  be  turned  into  thorough  practical  use. 

lack  Standing  is  spending  the  half  days  of  his  vacation  doing  job  work 
in  the  Red  Man  office.  He  has  thus  spent  several  summers  and  by  the 
time  he  finishes  his  education,  he  will  have  a useful  trade  to  fall  back 
upon,  should  he  have  to  support  himself.  We  are  glad  to  see  him  so 
sensible  as  not  to  throw  away  the  entire  summer,  as  too  many  boys  do. 
There  could  be  no  better  summer  school  for  any  college  "prep,"  than  a 
printing  office. 

Major  Pratt  and  daughter  Miss  Nana  left  last  Friday  morning  for  the 
west.  The  Major  expects  to  join  Mrs.  Pratt  at  the  home  of  his  daughter 
Mrs.  Stevick  in  Denver,  and  the  two  with  their  daughter  Miss  Richenda 
will  go  on  to  California  to  attend  the  Indian  Teachers'  Institute  to  be 
held  at  Los  Angeles  immediately  following  the  National  Educational 
Association  now  is  session.  Miss  Nana  will  visit  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Allen, 
who  resides  in  St.  Louis  and  possibly  go  on  to  Denver,  before  she 
returns  in  the  Fall. 
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the  story  that  is  told  in  the  few  quotations  above,  from  eminent  men. 

If  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  learned  these  things  do  not  resist  the 
temptation  of  strong  drink,  and  go  into  this  evil  with  eyes  open,  the 
punishment  that  will  follow  them  must  be  greater  than  that  visited  upon 
their  fathers. 

Let  these  school  boys,  and  girls  deliberately  walk  into  drinking  and 
all  the  vices  that  go  with  the  curse,  and  the  Lord  only  knows  what 
terrible  and  special  punishment  will  be  meted  out  to  them,  but  certain 
will  be  the  reward  to  the  individual  who  shuns  it  all,  and  tries  to 
lessen  the  evil. 


FUN  FOR  THE  BOYS. 


In  Pittsburg,  a few  days  ago,  a barrel  of  candy  rolled  from  a wagon  to 
the  street. 

The  barrel  broke  and  the  candy  came  out  on  the  car  tracks.  The  driver 
did  not  know  he  had  lost  the  barrel  and  he  went  on. 

Some  newsboys  saw  the  candy  and  ran  for  it.  They  filled  their  pockets 
and  hats.  More  newsboys  came  up  and  saw  the  candy. 

They  threw  their  papers  away  and  scrambled  for  candy. 

Men  and  women  stopped  to  see  the  fun,  and  in  a few  moments  five 
hundred  people  were  watching  the  boys.  The  crowd  got  so  big  the 
streetcars  could  not  run,  and  wagons  and  carriages  had  to  stop. 

For  nearly  half  an  hour  the  street  was  blocked  because  of  the  barrel 
of  candy.  -[Western  Pennsylvania. 


SENSIBLE  INDIAN  GIRL. 


A letter  from  one  of  our  Indian  girls  who  went  west  recently  to  take  a 
position  in  a Government  school  wrote  that  the  people  are  so  plain  and 
sensible  that  she  does  not  feel  like  putting  on  her  new  silk  waist  and 
dressing  up  so  much. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  glad  that  she  has  fallen  among  people  of 
that  kind,  and  glad  that  she  had  sense  enough  to  see  that  she  would  make 
herself  ridiculous  to  go  around,  overdressed. 

We  have  girls  at  Carlisle  who  would  be  more  highly  respected  if  they 
did  not  think  so  much  about  dress  and  spend  so  much  money  for  gaudy, 
showy  things,  such  as  laces  and  ribbons  and  fine  shoes. 

A little  of  that  sort  of  thing  is  to  be  admired,  but  a schoolgirl  or  a 
person  who  works  on  a salary,  should  endeavor  to  dress  in  a very  neat 
manner,  but  never  in  a "loud"  way  to  attract  undue  attention. 

The  very  BEST  people  in  all  walks  of  life  dress  the  plainest. 


HOW  WE  DO  NOT  PUNCTUATE. 


We  do  not  put  in  our  commas  and  periods  quite  as  the  boy  who  works  in 
the  Pioneer  office  says  he  does. 


When  he  was  asked  what  his  rule  for  punctuation  was  he  replied: 

"I  set  up  as  long  as  I can  hold  my  breath,  then  I put  in  a comma. 
When  I gap  I insert  a semi-colon. 

When  I look  at  the  clock  I use  a capital  letter,  and  when  I want  a 
drink  I make  a paragraph." 


WELL  DONE. 


The  first  school  catalogue  ever  issued  by  a government  Indian  school 
has  just  been  completed.  There  are  forty-eight  pages  of  reading  matter 
and  eleven  pages  of  cuts  of  different  buildings  and  departments,  the 
work  was  done  in  the  Leader  office.  -[Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  Leader. 

And,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  will  add,  very  creditably  done. 


LET  IN  THE  LIGHT. 


If  a traveler  be  shown  the  right  road  to  pursue,  he  has  more  practical 
help  in  his  journeying  than  if  he  be  told  of  fifty  wrong  ways  that  he 
must  avoid,  while  still  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  one  safe  way.  Letting 
in  a single  ray  of  sunlight  gives  more  cheer  in  a room  than  trying  to 
shut  out  a hundred  tons  of  darkness.  Oh,  if  men  only  realized  this! 
-[S.S.  Times. 


THERE  ARE  MANY. 


"What  is  a hypochondriac?" 

It  may  have  been  a senior  who  answered  thus  truly: 
"A  man  who  suffers  from  things  he  hasn't  got." 


Success  doesn't  happen.  It  is  organized,  pre-empted,  -captured  by 
"consecrated  common  sense."  -Frances  Willard. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  16  letters. 

My  7,  3,  14  is  used  to  carry  mortar. 

My  16,  15,  13  is  worn  on  the  neck. 

My  12,  5,  10,  11  is  not  far. 

My  4,  2,  8,  9,  4 are  worn  on  the  feet. 

My  6,  9,  1 is  not  dry. 

My  whole  are  the  people  who  most  enjoyed  the  holiday  on  the  Fourth  of 
Duly. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A rainy  Sunday. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  And  They  Spoke"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  11:51:21  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : "AND  THEY  SPOKE" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

"AND  THEY  SPOKE" 

Once  not  so  long  ago, 

I stood  before  the  elder's. 

With  shame  upon  my  face. 

As  they  looked  into  my  heart. 

For  I knew  what  they  found. 

Alcohol  and  drugs. 


And  they  spoke. 


They  asked  of  me. 

These  elder ' s did; 

Why  do  you  wish  to  be. 

Like  our  enemies? 

Why  do  you  desire. 

Their  life  and  their  truth? 

Why  do  you  accept. 

Their  culture  and  beliefs? 

And  yet. 

You  call  yourself  an  Indian! 

And  they  Spoke. 

They  asked  of  me. 

These  elder ' s did; 

Where  do  you  find  life? 

In  alcohol  and  drugs? 

Where  do  you  get  education? 

In  alcohol  and  drugs? 

Where  is  your  life? 

In  alcohol  and  drugs? 

And  yet. 

You  call  yourself  Indian! 

And  they  spoke. 

They  asked  of  me. 

These  elder ' s did; 

If  you  are  life. 

Then  where  is  your  heart? 

If  you  are  life. 

Where  is  your  culture? 

If  you  are  life. 

Then  where  is  your  belief? 

And  yet. 

You  call  yourself  Indian! 

And  they  spoke. 

And  when  they  spoke, 

I raised  my  head. 

And  with  my  heart  I listened. 

And  these  elder's. 

They  did  say; 

Mother's  and  father's. 

Daughter's  and  Son's. 

In  life  we  live. 

In  the  spirit  of  our  ancestor's. 

We  must  never  give  up. 

That  in  which  does  not  belong  to  us. 
We  must  not  sell  our  culture. 

For  alcohol  and  drugs. 

We  must  not  sell  our  belief's. 

For  alcohol  nd  drugs. 

We  must  not  sell  our  medicine's. 

For  alcohol  and  drugs. 

We  must  not  sell  our  water. 

For  alcohol  and  drugs. 

We  must  not  sell  our  Mother  Earth, 
For  alcohol  and  drugs. 

And  most  of  all. 

We  must  not  give. 

Our  heart,  soul  and  mind. 

To  alcohol  and  drugs. 

For  you  are  Indian, 

An  image  of  times  gone  by. 


For  in  the  shadows  of  your  ancestors. 
You  are  life! 

And  these  elder's. 

They  did  speak  the  truth! 

Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 


<>  kibbey@sierra . net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director  <> 
<>  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 
<>  1581  Pinenut  Circle  <> 
<>  Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dul  99  01:31:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  25-31 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

25 

Here  is  the  place  where  magic  dwells. 

26 

Let  the  children  lead  you  to  wonder. 

27 

Laughter  is  a gift  of  life. 

28 

Music  is  the  wind  ...  captured  for  a brief  moment. 

29 

My  heart's  wings  give  flight  to  my  dreams. 

30 

The  joy  of  the  spirit  is  everlasting. 

31 

The  clouds  lie  upon  the  mountaintops  like  sleepy  children. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Duly  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  15  Dul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION.ORG> 

Subj:  Please  post  this  audition  call 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Please  post  this  audition  call  for  Native  American  dancers  for 
a national  touring  dance  concert: 

SPIRIT  - A Dourney  in  Dance,  Drums  and  Song 
AUDITIONS  for  Native  American  Dancers 


WHEN:  Monday  Duly  19  beginning  at  2pm 

WHERE:  NAES  College 

2838  West  Peterson  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL 
To  schedule  an  appointment  for  an  audition  or  for  more  info 
please  call:  Dan  Steele  in  New  York  at  212-334-0201 

Please  arrive  in  your  outfit  and  prepared  to  dance  your 
speciality.  Mens  Traditional,  Mens  Fancy,  Hoop,  Grass, 

Eagle,  Ladies  Fancy  Shawl  etc. 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Hanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 
the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 

SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Hawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 
Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 
September  2-  September  13  in  New  Haven,  CT 

Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tenative) 

December  28  - Danuary  2 in  Detroit,  MI 
Danuary  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 
Danuary  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 
Danuary  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 
Danuary  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 
February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 
February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 
February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 
February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 
February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 
March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 
March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 
April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 
April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  Dul  1999  22:17:16  -0500 
From:  jpm  < jpm(3pensys . com> 

Subj : TRADITIONAL  ANNISHINABE  POW-WOW  - Honor  The  Fire  Keepers 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Honor  The  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Pow  Wow  (Gathering) 

Dunn  Field  in  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin 
Duly  23,  24,  & 25. 

Host  Drum  Maiengen  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

MC  Chuck  Whitebird  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

Arena  Director  Larry  Smart  (Bad  River  Rez)  Ojibwe 

Advisor  Ken  Danielson  (Fond  du  Lac,  MN)  Ojibwe 

Fire  Keeper  Deff  Laux  (Burlington,  WI)  Potawatomi 

Head  Dancer  - Male  Bob  Stone  Ojibwe 


Head  Dancer  - Female  loline  Decora  Ojibwe 

We  gather  to  give  thanks  to  Gitche  Mannydo  (Creator)  for  providing 
spiritual  strength  and  guidance  and  to  His  creation  Turtle  Island 
(Mother  Earth)  for  providing  our  physical  needs.  We  also  honor  the 
Powawatomi  People  forced  to  leave  the  shores  of  Kiswauketoe  (Lake 
Geneva,  WI)  in  1836. 

Public  Invited  & encouraged  to  attend.  All  are  invited  to  dance  during 
Inter-Tribal  dances,  enjoy  the  drums  and  singing,  meet  new  friends,  and 
try  new  foods.  Native  vendors  will  be  present  with  their  crafts  and 
wares.  GREAT  FRY  BREAD! 

Pow  Wow  is  a gathering  of  Native  American  people.  We  invite  all  our 
neighbors,  regardless  of  race,  to  come  to  our  gathering  and  learn  about 
us.  All  are  welcome.  We  ask  that  you  respect  our  gathering  and  not  bring 
any  alcohol,  drugs,  or  fireworks! 

Miigwich  (thank  you) ! 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
3ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Sat,  3 3ul  1999  01:17:29  -0400 
From:  <rmwillis@LocalLink.net> 

Subj:  7th  Annual  Gathering  of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 


Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 


Seventh  Annual  Gathering  Of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Hosted  By:  Pokagon  Band  of  Potawawtomi 
Where:  Dowagiac,  Michigan 
When:  Duly  29  - August  1 

The  Pokagon  Band  Gathering  Committee  is  selling  satin  jackets  to 
commemorate  the  gathering.  Please  visit  the  gathering  site  for  more 
information . 

www.mich . com/~pokagon/gathering. htm 

or  visit  the  Pokagon  Band  website  at 
www.mich.com/~pokagon/index.htm 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10030 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10030 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  19:36:15  GMT 
From:  otoe@ix.netcom.com 
Subj:  Interbribal  Music  Festival 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

The  1st  Annual  Southern  California  Intertribal  Music 
Festival  takes  place  Friday,  Duly  30  from  noon  to  5 p.m.  at 
the  Orange  County  Fair  Grounds  in  Costa  Mesa,  CA.  The  MC  s 
are  Irene  Bedard  and  Drew  Lacapa. 

Some  of  the  folks  appearing  will  be  the  Southern  California 
Bird  Singers,  Floyd  Westerman,  Tracy  Nelson  and  Ulali. 

The  Festival  is  sponsored  by  Southern  California  Indian 
Center  and  the  Sanders  Civic  Youth  Cultural  Art  Center.  The 
Indian  Center  31st  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  starts  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  music;  Gourd  dance  at  6 p.m..  Grand  Entry 
at  8 p.m. 

Susan  S 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 


I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  12:32:57  -0700 
From:  redstone@wolfenet.com 

Subj : Upcoming  Pow  wows  and  events  - Oklahoma 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  information  was  pulled  from  a brochure  put  out  by  Oklahoma 
Travel  and  Tourism  Division. 

Duly  23-25 

O-Ho-Mah  Lodge  Ceremonials 
Anadarko,  Indian  City  USA.  504-588-2356 
Duly  23-25 

Kihekah  Steh  Pow  wow 
Skiatook.  918-446-0564 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-Duly  22  - 25,  1999- 
133rd  Winnebago  Homecoming 
Winnebago,  NE 
(402)  878-2272 

-Duly  23  - 25,  1999- 
Ho-Chuck  Casino  Powwow 
Baraboo,  WI  1-800-294-9343  Ext. 213 

Mid-America  All  Indian  Center  Powwow 
Wichita,  KS  (316)  262-5221 

Carry  the  Kettle  Powwow 

Sinaulta,  SK  Vincent  Eashappie:  (306)  727-4969 
Eel  River  Bar  Powwow 

Eell  River  Bar,  NS  Eric:  (506)  684-5479 

Whitefish  Lake  Traditional  Gathering 
Whitefish  Lake,  ON  (705)  692-4285 

3rd  Annual  Invitational  Aboriginal  Fastball  Tournament 
(Chief  Mel  Roote  Memorial) 

Saugeen  Nation  Ball  Diamonds,  Southampton,  Ontario 

hosted  by  the  Chippewas  of  Nawash  and  Chippewas  of  Saugeen  First  Nations 

-Duly  24  & 25,  1999- 
Champion  of  Champions  Powwow 

Grand  River  Reserve,  ON  (519)  758-5444/445-4391 


11th  Annual  Gathering 

Naughton,  ON  Paula:  (705)  692-4285 

Gagaguwon  Powwow 

Oscoda,  MI  Doe/Sue:  (517)  739-1994 

~Duly  30  - August  1,  1999~ 

Sturgeon  Lake  Traditional  Powwow 

Sturgeon  Lake,  AB 

Florence  Goodswimmer  (780)  524-3043 

Ermineskin  Annual  Powwow 
Hobbema,  AB  Claris:  (780)  585-3435 

Peigan  Indian  Days 
Brocket,  AB  (403)  965-3940 

~3uly  31  - August  1,  1999~ 

6th  Annual  Rekindling  our  Traditions  Powwow 
Fort  Erie,  ON  (905)  871-8931 

3rd  Annual  Purple  Heart  Powwow 

White  Cloud,  MI  Gene  Reid:  (616)  689-0344 

~3uly  31  - August  2,  1999~ 

Wiikwemikong  39th  Annual  Powwow 
Wikwemikong,  ON  (705)  859-2385 

~Duly  31  - August  4,  1999~ 

Elder ' s Gathering 

Poplar  Point,  AB  Rose/Wayne:  (780)  791-6538 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
IIULY  1999 

Duly  24  through  27:  Badlands  Pow  Wow;  Brockton,  MT; 

(406)  786-3406  or  768-5112 

Duly  30,  31  and  Aug.  1:  31st  Annual  Southern 
California  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Orange  City 
Fairgrounds;  Costa  Mesa,  CA;  (714)  663-1102 

Duly  30  and  August  1:  Fort  Belknap  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Belknap,  MT 

AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  5 through  8:  35th  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Pow  Wow; 

Havre,  MT;  (406)  395-4095  or  (406)  395-5223 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  Wadopana  Pow  Wow;  Wolf  Point,  MT; 

(406)  653-1818 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  25th  Annual  Kalispel  Pow  Wow; 

Kalispel  Pow  Wow  Grounds;  Usk,  WA;  (509)  445-1147 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow,  6th 
and  Broadway;  Sacramento,  CA;  (916)  421-0657 


Aug.  13,  14  and  15:  Hays  Pow  Wow;  Hays,  MT 


Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  07:39:18  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 

Subj : 5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Location:  O'Neil  Park,  corner  of  6th  St.  and 
Broadway,  Sacramento,  CA 
Dates  and  times: 

Friday,  August  6,  1999  7:00  PM 

Traditional  California  Dancers 

Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

10:00  AM- 11: 00  PM 

Grand  Entry:  Noon  & 6:00  PM 

Sunday,  August  8,  1999 

10:00  AM-7:00  PM  Grand  Entry:  Noon 

Public  Welcome!  Free  Parking 

Arts  & Crafts*Food*Contest  Dancing- 

$2.00  registration  fee* 

Pow  Wow  Daily  admission: 

General  $3.00  Youth(12  & under)  & Senior  FREE 
All  Drums  Welcome.  First  Five  Drums  Will  Be  Paid. 
Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Tom  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Arena  Director: 

Art  Martinez,  Chumash 
Flead  Man  Dancer: 

Thomas  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Flead  Lady  Dancer: 

Rose  Avad,  Ojibwa 
Flost  Northern  Drum: 

High  Noon,  Alberta,  Canada 
Flost  Southern  Drum: 

Bad  Medicine,  Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Tabulation(Open  Book): 

Lana  Flicks,  Washoe/Paiute 
No  Drugs  & No  Alcohol. 

For  more  information  call: 

(916)  421-0657 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj:  update  on  festival 

hey  gary..here  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do. . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

HM : Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 


HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  23:29:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Northern  Events/Summer  update 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  1999- 

Note:  Refer  to  Southern  lists  for  abbreviations  key. 


Duly  24-25:  Grand  River  Champion  of  Champions  Pow  Wow,  Chief swood  Park,  Six 
Nations  Grand  River  Reserve,  Ohsweken,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  Evelyn  (519) 
445-4391  or  758-5444. 

Duly  24-25:  Thunderbird  Dancers  Pow  Wow,  Queens  County  Farm  Museum,  73-50 
Little  Neck  Parkway,  Floral  Park,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Louis  (201)  587-9633  or 
(718)  347-3276. 

Duly  24-25:  Gaguguwon  Traditional  Indian  Pow  Wow,  AuSable  Chuldren's  Park, 
AuSable,  MI.  Info:  Doe  Ireland  (517)  739-1994. 

Duly  25:  Native  American  Fair  & Pow  Wow,  Hassanamisco  Reservation,  80  Brigham 
Hill  Road,  Grafton,  MA.  Info:  (508)  393-2080. 

Duly  28-Aug.  7:  North  American  Indigenous  Games,  Mandaree,  ND.  Info:  Shirley 
Richter  (800)  235-7654. 

Duly  29-Aug.  1:  Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Pow  Wow,  Zane 
Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Route  540,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937) 
562-9592  or  (614)  443-5898. 

Duly  30-Aug.  1:  Lake  of  the  Eagles  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Eagle  Lake  First 
Nation,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  755-5526. 

Duly  31-Aug.  1:  White  Cloud's  Traditional  Purple  Heart  Pow  Wow,  Lake  White 
Cloud,  White  Cloud,  MI.  Info:  Gene  Reid  (616)  689-0344. 

Duly  31-Aug.  2:  Wikwemikong  Pow  Wow,  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Info:  (705)  859-2385. 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  anyone  seeking 
information  on  upcoming  events.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  along  to 
your  friends. 

Also:  Anyone  wishing  to  receive  updates  on  pow  wows  & related  events  from 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  & Kansas  may  send  50  cents  & a SASE  to:  Pow  Wow 
Listing,  501  Farm  Road  2030,  Monett,  MO  65708. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj:  More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
- Southern  States  - 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 


Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 
rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend.  Gates  open  9am-5pm. 

Admission:  Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3.00;  Sr.  Citizens,  Handicapped  & 
children  under  6 admitted  free.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart 
Saeger,  HD:  Caney  Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special 
guest:  Wolf  (Native  American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard 
& Warrior  Society  will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome. 
Hosted  by  Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees. 

Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102,  TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408, 
or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 


GEORGIA 

Duly  23-25:  Native  Way  Pow  Wow,  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds(I-75,  Exit  42), 
Perry.  HM:  Badger,  HL:  Karen  Wahwasuck,  HD:  Eagle  Scout,  FP/ST:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  HH:  Great  Inn  (912)  987-5600.  Vendor  & Miss  Native  Way 
applications:  Native  Way  Productions,  8788  Gravel  Hill  Road,  Albany,  GA 
31705.  Other  info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  evenings,  fax:  (912)  787-0642, 
nativeway@mindspring.com. 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration . Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  lack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


TENNESSEE 

Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts,  and 
Choctaw  stickball  games  on  both  afternoons.  Vendors  may  contact 
MLmoore@memphis.edu;  for  further  info,  call  (901)  785-3160. 

Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


VIRGINIA 

Duly  31:  Native  American  Festival,  Fairy  Stone  Park.  Info:  (540)  629-2071. 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  Dohn  Defferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 


FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


"RE ; Nations  Cup  Lacrosse  Winners"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Dul  1999  10:37:56  -0400 
From:  "frosty"  <f rosty@frostys . qc . ca> 

Subj : Winners  are 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  full  details,  go  to  www. easterndoor . com 

CHIEFS  WIN  MASTERS! 

By:  A1  'Arbor'  Diabo 

The  Nations  Cup  lacrosse  last  weekend  at  the  Sports  Complex  was  everything 
it  was  supposed  to  be:  close  and  exciting. 

The  first  two  games  on  Saturday,  Dune  26  were  both  won  by  identical 
scores . 

The  Cornwall  Islanders  scored  with  20  seconds  left  to  beat  the  Kahnawake 
Braves  7-6  and  the  Chiefs  held  off  an  undermanned  but  determined  group  from 
Akwesasne  by  the  same  7-6  score. 

The  mid-afternoon  games  were  a little  different  as  a powerful  Valleyfield 
squad  hammered  Cornwall  7-1. 

The  other  contest  was  a scoring  bonanza  as  the  Newtown  Masters  lit  the 
light  14  times  compared  to  12  by  Akwesasne. 

The  last  two  games  of  the  afternoon  again  were  exciting  as  Valleyfield 
romped  again,  this  time  8-3  over  the  Kahnawake  Braves. 

The  Kahnawake  Chiefs  encountered  a very  tough  opponent  in  Newtown  as  the 
Chiefs  prevailed  8-6. 

The  first  day  ended  with  two  teams  getting  a bye  to  the  finals  with  their 
2-0  undefeated  records:  the  Kahnawake  Chiefs  and  the  Valleyfield  Dinomytes. 

The  semi-finals  in  both  divisions  had  the  Kahnawake  Braves  facing  the 
Cornwall  Islanders  and  the  Newtown  Masters  playing  the  Akwesasne  Old  Sticks. 

Saturday  evening  had  all  the  teams  finishing  their  day  with  a meal  made 
up  by  Marilyn  Simpson  at  the  Penalty  Box.  Also  on  the  first  day,  an  injury 
sidelined  Kahnawake  Braves  forward  Roddy  Diabo.  All  teams  wished  him  a 
speedy  recovery. 

On  Sunday,  Dune  27  at  Noon,  the  long  awaited  semi-finals  began  to  see  who 
would  advance. 

The  first  game  had  the  Cornwall  Islanders  hanging  on  for  a hockey-played 
finish,  4-2  over  the  Kahnawake  Braves.  Goalies  Eddie  Delaronde  and  Clint 
Dacobs  garnished  the  MVPs  as  both  were  outstanding. 

The  second  semi  finals  had  a dramatic  finish  as  Akwesasne  was  up  by  two 
goals  with  under  two  minutes  remaining  in  the  game,  when  Newtown  roared  back 
with  three  goals  to  win  13-12  and  advance  to  the  finals  against  the 
Kahnawake  Chiefs.  In  the  two  games  Newtown  and  Akwesasne  played,  a total  of 
51  goals  were  scored.  So  much  for  defence,  but  lacrosse  is  an  offensive 
games . 

The  final  match  in  the  Invitational  Cup  Division  had  Valleyfield 
destroying  Cornwall  11-3  in  a very  chippy  game. 

The  Nations  Cup  winner  was  to  be  decided  between  the  Kahnawake  Chiefs  and 
the  Newtown  Masters. 

The  fans  were  not  let  down  as  the  Chiefs  won  a nail-biting  9-8  verdict,  as 
Ricky  'Duke'  Diabo  nailed  the  game  winner.  Brian  Dacobs  was  outstanding  to 
give  the  Chiefs  bragging  rights  to  the  Nations  Cup.  Chuck  Stevens  and  Mike 
Delisle  were  game  MVPs. 

All  in  all,  the  tournament  was  a success. 

Thanks  to  everyone  and  hope  to  see  you  again  at  the  next  Masters  festival. 

"RE;  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dul  1999  11:52:54  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 


Mailing  List: 


Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 


>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  07/19  9:47  AM  >>> 

Fr:  Native  America  Calling 
Dt:  Duly  18,  1999 

Re:  Program  Schedule  for  Duly  19-23,  1999 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio 
website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Duly  19-23,  1999 
MON  - 7/19:  Urban  Indians: 

The  census  is  predicting  that  over  80%  of  Native  Americans  will  be  living 
off  reservation  by  the  year  2000.  Will  this  mass  migration  affect  the 
cultural  future  of  Native  America?  And  will  tribes  have  to  change  policies 
to  assist  their  tribal  members  living  in  urban  areas?  Invited  guests  include 
Gertrude  Bakwanaga  of  the  Northwest  Indian  Center  in  Minneapolis. 

TUE  - 7/20:  Music  Maker  Edition-Native  Roots  & Rhythm: 

This  month's  music  maker  features  the  producers  of  the  Native  Roots  & 

Rhythms  festival  in  Santa  Fe  next  month  during  Indian  Market.  The  festival 
has  been  a huge  success  over  the  past  few  years,  and  this  year's  show  offers 
even  more.  Doin  us  as  we  get  a sneak  preview  of  some  of  this  year's 
performers.  Guests  include  concert  organizers  Benito  Concho  and  Seth  Roffman 
WED  - 7/21:  Forming  International  Native  Markets: 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Canada  is  meeting  with  the  National  Congress 
of  the  American  Indians  this  week  in  Vancouver,  BC.  They  will  hammer  out  a 
Native/Aboriginal  trade  pact  which  will  unite  emerging  Native  markets  in  the 
Americas.  Can  the  Native  American  free  Trade  agreement  survive  today's 
market  forces?  Guests  include  Menominee  Tribal  Chairman  Apesanakwat. 

THU  - 7/22:  The  Panama  Canal: 

In  December  1999  the  Panamanian  people  will  take  control  of  the  key  to  their 
economy  --  the  Panama  Canal.  The  canal  represents  the  most  important  trade 
route  from  east  to  west.  Who  will  control  the  canal  and  how  will  it  affect 
the  Native  peoples  of  the  Western  Hemisphere?  Tony  Gonzales  of  the 
International  Indian  Treaty  Council  will  join  us  from  the  United  Nations  in 
Geneva  Switzerland  to  discuss  the  issue. 

FRI  - 7/23:  A Star  to  Follow: 

An  important  part  of  growing  up  was  having  someone  you  looked  to,  a role 
model  whom  you  admired  and  wanted  to  be  like.  Where  do  our  children  find 
their  heroes  and  role  models  today?  Are  they  sports,  movie  or  music  stars 
or  more  "down  to  earth"  heroes?  On  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling,  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  examine  today's  Native 
youth  and  their  role  models. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Doseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution /Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  800-571-6885 , airos@unlinfo. uni . edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Carter  Camp,  Dust  an  old  man, 
Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Tom  Schlosser,  Pam,  Larry  Kibby, 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 

Debra  Sanders,  Robert  Dorman,  Frosty  Deere,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Dul  28  00:34:33  1999 
Date:  Tue,  27  3ul  1999  18:25:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.031 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Paths-L,  Big  Mountain  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native;  UUCP  email; 

KOLA  Newslist; 

http : //www . ardemgaz . com/today/ark/bestdigl7 . html 
http : //www. seattletimes . com/news /local/html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS .html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
lust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  don't  feel  we  did  wrong  in  taking  this  great  country  away  from 
them.  There  were  great  numbers  of  people  who  needed  new  land,  and 
the  Indians  were  selfishly  trying  to  keep  it  for  themselves." 
lohn  Wayne  (Marion  Morris),  film  actor 

"What  is  man  without  the  beasts?  If  all  the  beasts  were  gone,  man 
would  die  from  great  loneliness  of  spirit,  for  whatever  happens  to 
the  beasts  also  happens  to  man.  All  things  are  connected.  Whatever 
befalls  the  earth  befalls  the  sons  of  the  earth." 

Chief  Seathl  (Seattle) 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

| 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  I 
| States  Constitution,  j 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I am  a mixed-blood.  I have  never  pretended  to  be  otherwise.  This  means 
more  to  some  than  others,  and  I accept  that.  Understanding  what  the 
invaders  from  Europe  did  to  (and  continue  to  do)  to  First  Peoples,  I 
actually  often  wonder  that  I am  accepted  at  all  by  my  fuller  blooded 
relatives.  I am,  and  for  that  I am  grateful. 

Again,  this  past  week,  I was  asked  why  the  tone  of  "my  newsletter"  is 
so  caustic  toward  "whites". 

I explained,  as  I have  many  times,  the  newsletter  is  not  mine  - it  is  the 
Peoples'.  I was  given  the  honor  of  distributing  it.  I write  very  little 


of  it,  but  make  a conscious  decision  to  include  each  article.  In  a society 
where  the  dominant  culture  makes  arbitrary  and  capricious  decisions  about 
the  very  lives  of  the  People  whose  lands  they  occupy,  where  children  were 
taken  from  their  homes  and  forced  to  wear  the  uniforms  of,  speak  the 
language  of  and  even  the  names  of  those  who  had  just  slaughtered  their  own 
relatives...  where  the  women  on  reservations  were  involuntarily  sterilized 
in  IHS  hospitals  until  the  mid  1980' s (yes,  there  are  documents  to  prove 
this)...  where  every  single  treaty  has  been  violated  by  the  occupation 
forces  who  insisted  on  their  signing...  where  my  family  could  not  testify 
against  a "white"  in  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  other  states  until  those 
arrogant  laws  were  stricken  down  during  Dimmy  Carter's  administration... 
where  the  highest  medal  a military  person  can  be  awarded  was  granted  to 
almost  the  entire  7th  Calvary  for  attacking  and  killing  women  and  children 
at  dawn...  where  Leonard  Peltier  remains  a political  prisoner  who  can't 
even  receive  urgent  medical  attention  is  being  kept  incarcerated  in  spite 
of  the  open  admission  by  his  prosecutor  there  was  not  one  shred  of  hard 
evidence  to  support  his  conviction...  where  citizens  who  wouldn't  dare  keep 
a "Dim  Crow"  statue  on  their  lawn  still  insist  on  Hollywood  chants  and 
keeping  our  People  as  mascots...  and  a hundred  other  grievances  .... 

I think  the  tone  of  this  newsletter  is  awfully  damn  understanding.  Read 
this  newsletter  and  grow  with  the  truth. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30317,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Paul  Bloom's  Sundance  Report 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dul  1999  11:49:48  -0800 
From:  BIGMTLIST  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Subj : Paul  Bloom's  Sundance  Report 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@onelist . com> 

First,  an  administrative  note.  BIGMTLIST  is  now  going  to  be  serviced 
through  Onelist.  Present  subscribers  will  automatically  be  subscribed. 
Future  subscriptions  can  be  added  through  the  link  in  the  signature  below. 
More  details  will  follow  in  a later  post.  The  following  report  is  also  on 
my  Big  Mountain  web  page. 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dul  1999  11:46:13  -0700 
From:  Diane  <dmw98@jps . net> 

Subj:  Paul  Bloom's  Sundance  Report 


I'm  using  a friend's  email  to  send  this  in  Word  document  and  text  document 
format.  Perhaps  you'll  post  it  on  your  web  site.  Thanks,  Paul 

"Never  in  this  country  will  you  go  to  church  and  see  policemen  outside 
taking  your  license  numbers  and  your  pictures."  Doe  Chasing  Horse,  Sundance 
leader 

Sunday,  Duly  18,  saw  the  end  of  a four  year  cycle  of  Sundances  at  Camp 
Ana  Mae  on  Big  Mountain,  Arizona,  one  of  two  Sundance  ceremonies  brought 
by  the  Lakota  people  to  the  Dineh  (Navajo)  threatened  with  imminent  removal 
from  their  lands  by  the  U.S.  government. 

Named  for  murdered  American  Indian  Movement  activist  Ana  Mae  Aquash,  Camp 
Ana  Mae  designates  an  area  of  high  desert  land  inhabited  for  centuries 
by  people  who  suddenly  found  themselves  on  the  wrong  side  of  a line  drawn 
in  1974  by  an  ignorant  Congress  heavily  lobbied  by  Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Besides  its  religious  significance,  this  year's  Sundance  inadvertently 
became  a massive  demonstration  of  peaceful  civil  disobedience  by  all  in 
attendance,  residents,  dancers,  and  supporters,  who  defied  threats  of  fines 
and  prosecution  by  the  U.S.  created  Hopi  Tribal  council  in  order  to  attend. 

As  many  as  six  cars  of  Hopi  Rangers,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police,  and 
sheriffs  of  Navajo  County  maintained  an  around  the  clock  vigil  at  the 
entrance  of  the  camp.  FBI  and  ATF  agents  reportedly  visited  the  site  as 
well.  At  the  beginning  of  the  25  mile  dirt  road  from  Highway  264  another 
crew  of  Hopi  Rangers  stopped,  questioned,  I. D. -checked,  and  threatened 
people  with  fines  and  jail  if  they  went  to  the  Sundance.  Some  local 
residents  were  flatly  turned  away  from  the  road.  No  one  knows  how  many 
stayed  home  to  avoid  the  roadblocks,  or  how  many  were  arrested  on  warrant 
checks  or  for  other  reasons.  Notices  designating  Camp  Ana  Mae  as  a closed 
area  were  posted  along  the  road. 

In  addition,  "technicians"  or  "monitors"  from  the  Hopi  Land  Team  strutted 
aggressively  around  the  Sundance  area,  ostensibly  to  ensure  safe  fires 
and  sanitary  conditions,  harassing  people  in  the  kitchen  and  at  the  camps 
in  arrogant  displays  of  authority.  These  are  the  same  thugs  who  accompany 
Hopi  Rangers  and  heavily  armed  BIA  police  on  recurrent  raids  to  confiscate 
livestock  of  resisters. 

Synchronized  with  these  efforts  was  a campaign  of  misinformation, 
including  false  news  reports  planted  on  local  radio  of  shots  fired  on  the 
land,  and  radio  spots  on  at  least  one  commercial  Flagstaff  station  warning 
people  not  to  attend  the  Sundance  because  of  threats  of  violence. 

With  the  Sundance  purification  rites  set  to  begin  on  14  Duly,  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.  issued  an  executive  order  dated  2 Duly 
declaring  a drought  emergency  and  extreme  fire  danger,  and  forbidding  open 
fires  within  residential  areas,  and  overnight  camping  on  "undeveloped  (sic) 
areas  outside  of  Village  areas." 

On  9 Duly  the  chairman  issued  another  executive  order  declaring  a 
Hantavirus  alert,  proscribing  camping  in  "underdeveloped  (sic)  areas"  and 
asserting  that  no  entrance  would  be  permitted  into  "restricted  (closed) 
areas . " 

In  a letter  the  same  day  to  Ruth  Benally,  sponsor  and  host  of  the  Sundance 
and  longtime  resister.  Chairman  Taylor,  Dr.  asserted  that  "the  entire  Hopi 
Reservation  is  closed  to  all  access,  except  as  authorized  by  the  Hopi  Tribe. 
All  individuals  entering  and  remaining  on  Hopi  land  without  authorization 
of  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  be  subject  to  exclusion,  assessment  of  penalties, 
and  prosecution  under  the  laws  of  the  Tribe." 

The  Sundance  is  a religious  ceremony  of  sacrifice  and  purification  in 
which  dancers  abstain  from  food  and  water  for  four  days,  dancing  from 
sunrise  to  sunset  while  drummers  sing  ancient  prayers  and  families  and 
friends  watch  (and  dance)  from  the  arbor.  It's  an  experience  of 

indescribable  power  and  emotion.  This  was  the  twelfth  year  of  the  Sundance 
at  the  Doe  and  Alice  Benally  Memorial  Sundance  Grounds  at  Camp  Ana  Mae, 
the  end  of  the  third  four  year  cycle. 

On  14  Duly  the  Navajo  Hopi  Observer,  an  independent  paper,  published  a 
front  page  article  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  Land  Team  depicting  the  Sundance 
ceremony  as  a "well-orchestrated  effort  to  bait  the  Hopi  Tribe  into  a 
hostile  media  situation." 

Nevertheless,  more  than  500  people  from  dozens  of  Indian  nations  and 


tribes  plus  non-Indian  supporters  from  all  over  the  world,  including  Japan, 
Belgium,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Canada,  and  Mexico,  voted  with  their  feet  to 
refute  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council's  desperate  efforts  to  squash  the  Sundance 
ceremony.  This  was  a triumphant  rebuke  to  an  orchestrated  campaign  of 
lies  and  intimidation. 

The  original  Hopi  Tribal  Council  had  been  imposed  by  manipulation  and 
deceit  on  the  Hopi  (the  name  means  "peaceful")  under  the  1934  Indian 
Reorganization  Act.  By  1943  it  had  dissolved  for  lack  of  support.  It  was 
revived  in  the  early  1950 's  by  John  Boyden,  Peabody  company  lawyer  and 
bishop  of  the  Mormon  Church.  Over  the  protests  of  traditional  Hopi,  with 
the  help  of  wealthy  Mormon  Hopi  cattle  ranchers,  he  convened  a more 
durable  tribal  government. 

The  Indian  Placement  Service  represents  one  of  the  Mormon  Church's  most 
successful  and  controversial  programs.  From  1949  to  1976  over  20,000  Indian 
children  were  taken  into  white  families  to  live  during  the  school  year, 
going  back  to  their  reservation  homes  during  the  summer,  and  often  returning 
to  the  same  "foster"  families  each  year.  From  its  inception,  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  has  been  dominated  by  Mormons  and  alumni  of  this  program. 

The  Mormon  Church,  extremely  secretive  about  its  assets,  holds  enormous 
investments  in  public  utilities,  including  Arizona  Public  Service,  and 
is  reported  to  have  been  a majority  shareholder  in  Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Traditional  Hopi  still  voice  their  opposition  to  the  powerful  Tribal 
Council,  which  has  been  maneuvering  to  assert  its  possession  of  the  Hopi 
Partitioned  Lands  since  the  1986  deadline  originally  mandated  by  Public 
Law  93-531  under  the  false  premise  of  resolving  a land  dispute.  They  take 
strong  exception  to  the  assault  on  their  Navajo  neighbors  with  whom  they 
have  shared  land,  traded,  intermarried,  and  disputed  for  centuries,  as 
neighboring  peoples  have  done  since  the  dawn  of  human  society. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Sundance,  at  the  same  time  as  egregious 
violations  of  basic  respect  and  religious  freedom  were  being  perpetrated 
by  the  Hopi  Land  Team  and  various  police  agencies,  five  members  of  the  Hopi 
Tribal  Council  travelled  to  the  Sundance  arbor  to  share  the  sacred  pipe 
with  several  of  the  dancers  in  full  view  of  everyone  in  the  arbor. 

Does  this  augur  a change  of  heart?  Are  lines  being  drawn  between  those 
in  the  Hopi  tribal  government  who  perceive  the  humanitarian  disaster 
entailed  by  the  policy  of  relocation,  and  those  ideologues  who  are  devoting 
themselves  to  waging  low  intensity  warfare  in  a campaign  of  ethnic 
cleansing? 

The  engine  of  law  doesn't  pause  to  consider  these  and  other  questions. 

As  they  did  at  Waco,  at  meetings  in  Washington  D.C.  and  closer  to  the  land, 
law  enforcement  agencies  are  preparing  plans  for  removal  of  the  remaining 
resisters,  now  scheduled  for  February  2000. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate). 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 
may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 

http://www.onelist.com/subscribe/BIGMTLIST.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 

activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 

http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 

Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 

http : //www.msw. com. a u/cgi- bin/m sw/ entry? id =1271 

"RE : City  Apologizes  to  Gila  River"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Jul  1999  13:17:38  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Subj : City  apologizes  to  Gila  River  over  parkway  plan:  Failed  to  notify 
reservation  before  plans  went  public  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Tue,  20  Jul  1999  02:26:04  -0700 

Subj:  City  apologizes  to  Gila  River  over  parkway  plan:  Failed  to  notify 
reservation  before  plans  went  public 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/0720parkway . shtml 


City  apologizes  to  Gila  Riven  over  parkway  plan 

Failed  to  notify  reservation  before  plans  went  public 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Duly  20,  1999 

The  Phoenix  city  manager  apologized  Monday  to  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community's  governor  for  the  city's  failure  to  notify  the  community  before 
circulating  a plan  to  put  a stretch  of  the  proposed  South  Mountain  Parkway 
on  the  reservation. 

Gov.  Mary  Thomas,  the  community's  leader,  complained  in  a letter  to 
Mayor  Skip  Rimsza  that  the  community  was  caught  off  guard  two  weeks  ago 
when  city  planners  began  distributing  preliminary  plans  for  the  22-mile 
parkway. 

"We  were  taken  aback  that  this  came  out  in  this  fashion  and  that  we  were 
not  notified,"  Thomas  said  Monday. 

City  planners  apparently  caught  a number  of  people  by  surprise  by 
circulating  the  plans  for  a parkway  to  link  west  Phoenix  to  Ahwatukee 
Foothills . 

Those  surprised  included  Ahwatukee  Foothills  residents  and  the  Phoenix 
mayor  and  city  manager. 

"I  did  not  know  and  I know  the  mayor  didn't  know  that  the  planning 
department  was  working  on  this  draft  plan.  I got  it  the  same  time  it  went 
public,"  City  Manager  Frank  Fairbanks  said. 

Phoenix  Councilman  Sal  DiCiccio,  who  represents  Ahwatukee  Foothills,  was 
incensed . 

"You  don't  draft  a plan  and  then  say  "OK,  here's  our  plan  and  what  do 
you  think  of  it?'  Discussions  should  occur  before  the  planning  occurs,"  he 
said . 

However,  Phoenix  planning  director  Dave  Richert  said  many  apparently 
forgot  that  the  parkway  has  been  planned  for  four  years. 

Most  of  the  parkway  would  be  on  Phoenix  land  except  for  about  a mile 
that  planners  penciled  in  on  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  to  avoid  the 
expense  and  environmental  damage  of  cutting  into  South  Mountain. 

Fairbanks  said  the  proposal  had  so  many  details  that  it  led  people  to 
believe  it's  the  only  route  being  proposed.  Richert,  however,  said  that 
was  never  the  intention  and  that  the  proposal  was  always  meant  to  be  a 
"work  in  progress  document." 

The  roadway  would  give  Ahwatukee  Foothills  its  first  exit  to  the  west 
and  would  give  west  Phoenix  residents  a quicker  route  to  Tucson. 

The  plan  has  already  been  approved  by  three  west-side  village  planning 
committees  and  was  scheduled  to  go  before  the  Ahwatukee  Foothills 
committee  for  its  recommendation  next  Monday. 

Phoenix  planners  also  scheduled  public  hearings  Aug.  30  and  31  and 
planned  to  take  the  proposal  to  the  Planning  and  Zoning  Commission  Sept. 

22  and  the  City  Council  on  Oct.  20. 

If  approved,  city  and  state  officials  would  have  to  find  funding  and 
negotiate  with  the  Gila  River  community  for  a right-of-way. 

But  Fairbanks  wants  to  start  the  planning  all  over.  He  wants  the  city  to 
consult  with  Ahwatukee  Foothills  and  Gila  River  residents  as  well  as  to 
consider  the  idea  of  not  building  a road  at  all. 

Thomas  said  the  Pima  and  Maricopa  Native  American  community  does  not 
want  South  Mountain  cut  either. 

"There's  a religious  significance  to  that  mountain,"  she  said. 

She  said  the  community  doesn't  see  any  obvious  benefits  to  having  the 
road  on  its  land,  but  said  the  community  is  open  for  discussion  in  the 
future.  "We  need  to  discuss  it  formally  and  then  take  it  to  the  council." 
Betty  Beard  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7982  or  at 
betty.beard@pni.com  via  e-mail. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Burial  Site  Removed  in  Arkansas"  — 

Date:  Sat,  17  Dul  1999  09:14:11  -0500 
From:  Tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 

Subj : Burial  site  removed  in  Arkansas 


Tribe  reburies  bodies  uncovered  in  field 


KENNETH  HEARD  ARKANSAS  DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

PARKIN  --  When  farm  machinery  unearthed  a human  skeleton  in  lames 
Meador's  field  in  northern  St.  Francis  County  last  month,  Meador's  son, 
Jimmy,  first  thought  he  may  have  discovered  a murder  victim.  When  the 
remains  of  two  more  bodies  were  found,  he  realized  he  stumbled  across  a 
tribal  burial  site. 

"I  was  shocked,"  Jimmy  Meador,  42,  said.  "When  we  found  that  first  one 
--  well,  you  never  know.  But  when  we  saw  two  or  three  more,  I was  pretty 
confident  it  was  an  American  Indian  burial  ground." 

Archaeologists  eventually  found  the  remains  of  more  than  50  bodies 
buried  under  2 dusty  acres  just  north  of  Interstate  40  and  just  west  of 
Arkansas  75.  Jeff  Mitchem,  an  archaeologist  with  the  Arkansas 
Archaeological  Survey  in  Parkin,  said  the  remains  could  be  up  to  1,200 
years  old. 

The  Meadors  were  leveling  the  former  wheat  and  soybean  field  to 
prepare  it  for  rice  next  season  when  they  found  the  remains  under  about 
18  inches  of  topsoil. 

Friday,  members  of  the  Quapaw  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  and  Carrie  Wilson,  a 
representative  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation 
Act,  conducted  a private  burial  ritual.  The  remains  were  reburied  in  an 
unmarked  6-foot  deep  pit  across  Blevins  Bayou  from  where  they  were 
found . 

Wilson  said  Meador  was  honored  because  the  Quapaw  Tribe  appreciated  hi 
interest  in  the  remains. 

" Owners  of  private  use  land  can  do  anything  they  want  to,"  Wilson  said 
"It's  important  to  report  these  sites.  This  case  was  a model  of  how  it 
should  be  done.  Meador  contacted  the  authorities,  who  called  the 
[Arkansas  Archaeological]  Survey  and  it  put  the  wheels  in  motion." 

Wilson  said  thousands  of  sites  in  Arkansas  are  destroyed  through 
agriculture,  land  leveling,  road  building  and  other  construction.  She 
said  she  hopes  Meador's  case  will  encourage  other  land  owners  to  report 
such  finds. 

"There's  sometimes  a fear  and  distrust  shown  by  both  parties,"  Wilson 
said.  "The  land  owners  think  the  tribes  will  take  away  the  land." 
http : //www. ardemgaz . com/today/ark/ be stdigl7 . html 

"RE : Leonard  Cozad,  Sr.  Honored"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Jul  1999  18:48:45  -0500 
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Subj : Leonard  Cozad,  Sr.  Honored 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 

LEONARD  COZAD,  SR.  NAMED  INDIAN  OF  THE  YEAR,  1999 

ANADARKO,  OK  --  The  Board  of  Directors  for  the  68th  American 
Indian  Exposition  has  named  Lenoard  Cozad,  Sr.,  Kiowa,  Indian 
of  the  Year  for  1999.  Cozad,  a much  honored  World  War  II 
veteran  who  served  in  France  and  Germany,  was  born  near  Anadarko, 

OK  on  March  4,  1916.  He  was  drafted  in  1943  and  served  in  the 
United  States  Army. 

Cozad  was  present  at  the  liberation  of  Paris  during  his  Army  service, 
and  while  serving  at  the  front  in  Germany,  he  managed  to  extricate 
many  in  his  unit  from  a near  hopeless  situation  when  they  were  cut 
off.  He  earned  two  purple  hearts  and  oak  leaf  clusters  for  these  deeds. 
He  is  also  recorded  in  military  history  as  one  of  three  Kiowa  men  who 
exchanged  strategic  messages  in  their  native  language,  foiling  enemy 
troops  in  doing  so. 

Cozad  has  worked  tirelessly  throughout  his  life  to  help  preserve  the 
culture  of  his  people.  The  teachings  of  his  grandfather  instilled  in 
him  a love  of  the  Native  American  Church,  which  he  has  shared  with 


many  others  in  his  tribe  in  adulthood.  His  own  musical  talent  for 
singing  and  composing  has  made  him  an  ambassador  for  his  people  and 
his  tribe  throughout  Indian  country. 

The  honor  to  be  given  him  by  the  American  Indian  Exposition  is  only  one 
of  many  in  his  life.  Earlier  awards  and  recognition  include  being 
honored  by  the  Kiowa  Victory  Club,  for  which  he  wrote  the  club  song, 
as  early  as  1942,  and  a Singer/Composer  award  from  the  1985  American 
Indian  Exposition.  Since  then  he  has  been  honored  by  the  Oklahoma  City 
Pow-Wow  Club  and,  in  1994,  he  won  the  Buddy  Do  Bo  lack  Nationwide 
Humanitarian  Award.  That  same  year  and  again  in  1995  he  received  the 
Southern  Challenge  Singing  Championship  in  Albuquerque,  NM. 

Many  other  awards  have  been  given  Cozad  for  his  singing  and  composing, 
and  he  has  been  honored  by  many  tribes  as  well.  He  received  presentations 
of  Peace  Pipes,  from  the  Sioux  Nation  and  the  Northern  Arapaho  Nation; 
an  Eagle  Staff  from  the  Chippewa-Cree  Nation;  and  an  Eagle  Whistle  from 
the  Pawnee  Nation. 

Leonard  has  passed  on  his  pride  and  love  of  his  Kiowa  culture  to  many 
children,  grandchildren,  great  grandchildren,  and  great-great  grandchildren . 
Nearly  every  weekend,  somewhere  in  Indian  country,  Cozads  may  be  found 
around  a drum,  sharing  the  music  of  Leonard  Cozad,  Sr.  and  the  culture 
of  the  Kiowa  people. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFO: 
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Web  sites  designed  and  developed  include: 

American  Indian  Exposition:  http://www.indianexpo.org 

Moccasin  Telegraph:  http://www.indianexpo.org/moccasin.html 

Housing  Authority  of  the  Apache  Tribe:  http://www.apachehousing.org 

Wichita  & Affiliated  Tribes  http://www.wichita.nsn.us 

Soil  and  Plant  Laboratory,  Inc.  http://www.soilandplantlaboratory.com 
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Subj : PRESIDENT  NAMES  TRIBAL  COLLEGE  APPOINTEES 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 


For  Immediate  Release  Duly  20,  1999 

PRESIDENT  CLINTON  NAMES  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  ADVISORS  ON  TRIBAL  COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES 

The  President  today  announced  his  intent  to  appoint  Alison  R. 
Bernstein,  Dr.  Lionel  Bordeaux,  Dr.  Tom  Colonnese,  Dr.  Verna  Fowler,  Dr. 
Tommy  Lewis,  Dr.,  Dr.  Doe  McDonald,  Dr.  Doseph  Martin,  Dr.  Gerald 
"Carty"  Monette,  Debra  Norris,  Danine  Pease-Pretty  on  Top,  Anne  C. 
Petersen,  Faith  Ruth  Roessel,  Dr.  Karl  Stauber,  Richard  Trudell,  and 
Patrick  Williams  as  Members  of  the  Board  of  Advisors  on  Tribal  Colleges 
and  Universities. 

Dr.  Alison  R.  Bernstein,  of  New  York,  New  York,  is  the  Vice 
President  for  the  Education,  Media,  Arts,  and  Culture  Program  for  the 
Ford  Foundation.  From  1990  to  1992,  she  was  the  Associate  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  at  Princeton  University.  From  1982  to  1990,  she  was  a program 
officer  at  the  Ford  Foundation.  Her  research  has  focused  on  20th 
Century  American  Indian  history.  Dr.  Bernstein  received  a B.A.  degree 
from  Vassar  College,  an  M.A.  degree  and  Ph.D.  from  Columbia  University. 

Dr.  Lionel  Bordeaux,  of  Rosebud,  South  Dakota,  has  served  as 


President  of  Sinte  Gleska  University  since  1973,  leading  the  development 
of  the  institution  from  a two-year  college  to  a four-year,  multi-program 
and  graduate  university.  A fluent  Lakota  speaker,  he  was  elected  for 
six  terms  (12  years)  as  a member  of  the  Rosebud  Tribal  Council.  He  was 
the  1988  Outstanding  Indian  Educator  of  the  Year  of  the  National  Indian 
Education  Association,  the  1989  recipient  of  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund's 
J.E.K.  Aggrey  Medal,  and  the  co-chair  of  the  1992  White  House  Conference 
on  Indian  Education.  President  Carter  appointed  Dr.  Bordeaux  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Indian  Education.  He  has 
served  as  the  President  of  the  American  Indian  Higher  Education 
Consortium  (AIHEC)  and  as  President  of  the  National  Indian  Education 
Association.  Dr.  Bordeaux  completed  coursework  for  his  Ph.D.  and  A.B.D. 
in  1974  at  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Dr.  Tom  Colonnese,  of  Seattle,  Washington,  is  the  Assistant  Vice 
President  for  the  Office  of  Minority  Affairs  at  the  University  of 
Washington.  He  also  serves  as  an  associate  professor  of  American  Indian 
Studies  at  the  University.  Previously,  he  was  Assistant  Dean  of 
Minority  Program  Development  at  Northern  Arizona  University.  Dr. 
Colonnese  received  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  the  University  of  Northern 
Iowa,  and  a Ph.D.  from  Arizona  State  University. 

Dr.  Verna  Fowler,  of  Keshena,  Wisconsin,  is  the  President  and 
founder  of  the  College  of  Menominee  Nation  (CMN),  her  affiliated  tribe. 
She  came  to  the  CMN  after  a career  working  in  Catholic  schools  and  as  an 
activist  in  the  Menominee  community.  Dr.  Fowler  earned  an  Associate 
degree  from  the  Milwaukee  Institute  of  Technology,  a B.A.  degree  from 
Holy  Family  College,  and  M.Ed  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  the  University  of 
North  Dakota. 

Dr.  Tommy  Lewis,  Jr.,  of  Tsaille,  Arizona,  is  the  President  of  Dine 
College,  the  largest  and  oldest  of  the  31  Tribal  Colleges  in  the  United 
States.  Prior  to  serving  as  president  of  Dine  College,  he  was  on  the 
faculty  for  the  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  at  Northern  Arizona 
University.  He  received  B.A.,  M.A.,  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Northern 
Arizona  University. 

Dr.  Joseph  McDonald,  of  Ronan,  Montana,  has  served  as  the  President 
of  Salish  Kootenai  College  since  1978.  He  also  serves  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium,  the 
American  Indian  College  Fund,  and  the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation  Commission 
for  the  Future  of  State  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities.  In  1989, 
he  was  named  the  National  Indian  Education  Association's  Indian  Educator 
of  the  Year.  Dr.  McDonald  received  an  Associates  degree  and  teaching 
certificate  from  Western  Montana  College,  and  B.S.,  M.S.  and  Ph.D. 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Montana. 

Dr.  Joseph  Martin,  of  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  is  an  Associate  Professor 
of  Educational  Leadership  at  Northern  Arizona  University.  In  1996, 
while  serving  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  Kayenta,  Arizona's 
Unified  School  District  Number  27,  he  was  selected  as  Educator  of  the 
Year,  a national  award,  by  the  North  Central  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools.  Dr.  Martin  received  a B.S.  degree  from  Arizona  State 
University  and  an  ED.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Northern  Colorado. 

Dr.  Gerald  "Carty"  Monette,  of  Belcourt,  North  Dakota,  is  one  of 
the  founding  fathers  of  the  Tribal  College  movement  and  of  the 
25-year-old  American  Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium.  He  is  the 
President  of  Turtle  Mountain  Community  College.  He  serves  as  a member 
of  the  National  Advisory  Group  to  the  Institute  of  Higher  Education's 
New  Millennium  Project,  a member  of  the  National  Agriculture  Research, 
Extension,  and  Economics  Advisory  Board,  and  a member  of  the  North 
Dakota  Information  Technology  Council.  Dr.  Monette  received  a B.A. 
degree  from  Mayville  State  College,  and  M.A.  and  Ed.D.  degrees  from  the 
University  of  North  Dakota. 

Ms.  Debora  Norris,  of  Sells,  Arizona,  is  one  of  the  first  two 
Native  American  women  to  serve  in  the  Arizona  House  of  Representatives 
and  is  its  youngest  member,  currently  age  27.  In  the  Arizona 
legislature,  she  is  a member  of  the  Commerce,  Transportation,  and 
Veterans  Affairs  committees.  Ms.  Norris,  a Navajo,  lives  on  the  second 
largest  Indian  reservation  in  the  United  States.  She  received  a B.A. 


degree  in  history  from  Stanford  University  in  1993. 

Ms.  Danine  Pease-Pretty  on  Top,  of  Crow  Agency,  Montana,  is  the 
President  of  Little  Big  Horn  College.  She  began  her  education  career  in 
the  1970's  as  a counselor  for  Navajo  Community  College  and  as  Director 
of  the  Crow  Adult  and  Vocational  Programs.  She  later  served  as  director 
of  Indian  Career  Services  at  Eastern  Montana  College.  Beginning  in 
1982,  she  worked  to  move  Little  Big  Horn  College  toward  accreditation. 
She  was  named  Indian  Educator  of  the  Year  by  the  National  Indians 
Education  Association  in  1990  and  received  a MacArthur  Foundation 
"genius"  grant  in  1994.  Dr.  Pease-Pretty  on  Top  received  an  Ed.D. 
degree  from  Montana  State  University  in  1994  and  is  the  first  Crow  woman 
to  earn  a doctorate. 

Dr.  Anne  C.  Petersen,  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  is  the  Senior  Vice 
President  for  programs  at  the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation.  She  is 
responsible  for  the  overall  leadership  of  programming,  human  and 
financial  resources.  From  1994-1996,  she  was  the  Deputy  Director  of  the 
National  Science  Foundation.  Dr.  Petersen  chairs  a Board  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences  (NAS),  and  serves  on  a NAS/Institute  of 
Medicine  Forum.  She  is  a founding  member  of  the  Society  for  Research  on 
Adolescence,  and  was  its  president  and  council  member.  Dr.  Petersen 
received  B.S.,  B.A.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Ms.  Faith  Ruth  Roessel,  of  Bethesda,  Maryland,  is  a member  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  and  is  a native  of  Round  Rock,  Arizona  on  the  Navajo 
reservation.  Appointed  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  she 
is  the  chair  of  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  She  served  as  Special  Assistant  to  Secretary  Babbitt  from 
1995-1997,  and  previously  was  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian 
Affairs.  She  has  served  as  Director  of  the  Navajo  Nation's  Washington, 
DC  office,  as  a senior  staff  attorney  at  the  Native  American  Rights 
Fund,  and  as  a legislative  assistant  to  Senator  Deff  Bingaman.  She 
serves  on  several  national  boards,  including  the  Child  Welfare  League  of 
America,  Americans  for  Indian  Opportunity,  and  is  a former  board  member 
of  the  American  Bar  Association's  Commission  on  Opportunities  for 
Minorities  in  the  Profession,  during  which  time  she  also  chaired  the 
Multicultural  Women  Attorneys  Network.  Ms.  Roessel  received  a B.A. 
degree  from  Fort  Lewis  College  and  a D.D.  degree  from  the  University  of 
New  Mexico  Law  School. 

Dr.  Karl  Stauber,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  is  the  President  of  the 
Northwest  Area  Foundation,  where  he  is  responsible  for  long-range 
program  development,  administrative  and  financial  management,  and 
community  relations.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as  president.  Dr.  Stauber 
served  as  a senior  appointee  in  the  Clinton  Administration  at  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.  He  was  the  first  Senate-confirmed, 
Under  Secretary  for  Research,  Education,  and  Economics.  Previously,  he 
was  Deputy  Under  Secretary  for  Rural  Development  at  USDA.  He  received  a 
B.A.  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  a certificate  from  the 
Program  for  Management  Development  at  Harvard  Business  School,  and  a 
Ph.D.  from  the  Union  Institute  in  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Richard  Trudell,  of  Oakland,  California,  is  the  Executive 
Director  and  principal  founder  of  the  American  Indian  Lawyer  Training 
Program,  Inc  (AILTP),  and  its  American  Indian  Resources  Institute 
(AIRI).  He  has  served  as  a special  advisor  to  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Tribal  Nation.  In  1993,  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  search  committee 
for  the  Director  of  the  Indian  Health  Service,  a branch  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services.  Mr.  Trudell  received  a B.S. 
degree  from  San  Dose  State  University  in  1969  and  a D.D.  degree  from 
Catholic  University  in  1972. 

Congressman  Patrick  Williams,  of  Missoula,  Montana,  is  Senior 
Fellow  at  the  Center  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  West  and  teaches  at  the 
University  of  Montana.  Congressman  Williams  represented  Montana  in  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives  from  1979-1997,  including 
positions  as  Deputy  Whip  and  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Secondary 
Education.  At  present  he  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  the  National 
Association  of  Dob  Corps  and  a member  of  the  Association  of  Governing 
Boards  of  Higher  Education. 


Under  Executive  Order  13021,  the  Board  of  Advisors  on  Tribal 
Colleges  and  Universities  provides  advice  regarding  the  progress  made  by 
Federal  agencies  to  improve  access  to  Federal  resources  and  programs  for 
tribal  colleges  and  universities.  It  seeks  increased  recognition  of 
Tribal  Colleges  and  Universities,  access  to  opportunities  afforded  other 
institutions,  and  Federal  resources  committed  to  them  on  a continuing 
basis.  It  promotes  access  to  high-quality  education  for  economically 
disadvantaged  students  as  well  as  the  preservation  and  revitalization  of 
American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  languages  and  cultural  traditions. 

The  Board  also  explores  innovative  approaches  for  linking  tribal 
colleges  with  early  childhood,  elementary,  and  secondary  education 
programs . 


"RE : Hail  a New  Chief  for  the  CNO"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Dul  1999  08:27:44  -0400 
From:  "Danet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Subj : from  tulsa  world 

Hail  a new  chief 

By  ROB  MARTINDALEWorld  Senior  Writer 
7/25/99 

Attorney  Chad  Smith  ousted  Doe  Byrd  by  a landslide  Saturday  to  become  the 
Cherokee  Nation's  new  chief. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Sapulpa  attorney  Chad  Smith  on  Saturday  scored  a landslide 
victory  over  Cherokee  Nation  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  whose  administration  has  been 
raked  by  controversy. 

In  unofficial  returns  with  absentee  ballots  and  votes  from  all  32 
precincts  recorded.  Smith  had  7,197  or  56.5  percent  of  the  vote,  compared 
to  5,550  or  43.5  percent  for  Byrd. 

The  Smith  campaign  got  a big  boost  from  the  absentee  balloting,  where  he 
led  Byrd  by  a margin  of  3,388  to  1,590. 

In  the  race  for  deputy  chief,  Hastings  Shade,  Smith's  running  mate,  also 
won  going  away.  He  had  7,735  votes,  compared  to  4,951  for  Bill  Dohn  Baker,  a 
member  of  the  tribal  council  who  was  running  on  the  Byrd  ticket. 

In  races  for  the  tribal  council,  incum  bent  Harold  Dee  Moss  defeated  Dames 
Hammett,  383-349,  and  Don  Garvin  defeated  Teasie  McCrary  Dr.,  690-539. 

Swearing-in  ceremonies  will  be  held  in  August. 

Smith  said  he  won  the  election  in  part  because  of  the  dedication  of  his 
volunteers.  He  said  the  Byrd  campaign  had  paid  professionals. 

Cherokee  voters.  Smith  said,  "wanted  a change.  They  wanted  something 
positive. " 

Byrd  defended  his  four-year  administration. 

"I  feel  very  good  about  where  the  tribe  is,"  Byrd  said.  "I  got  it  out 
of  debt  and  on  solid  financial  ground." 

Byrd,  a former  tribal  council  member  and  a former  school  counselor,  said 
he  would  continue  to  support  the  tribe. 

Byrd  had  led  the  tribe's  May  primary  race  for  chief  in  a field  of  nine 
candidates  when  he  had  32  percent  of  the  vote,  compared  to  19  percent  for 
Smith.  Around  13,000  of  the  tribe's  26,000  registered  voters  cast  ballots 
in  the  primary. 

Smith  said  he  had  expected  to  win  the  runoff  if  13,000  returned  to  vote 
and  to  lose  if  a lower  number  turned  out. 

The  election  was  monitored  by  an  11-  person  team  from  the  Atlanta-based 
Carter  Center,  which  also  had  an  observation  team  in  Tahlequah  for  the  May 
primary. 

With  200,000  members,  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  the  second  largest  Indian 
tribe  in  America  behind  the  Navajo  Nation. 

Former  chiefs  Wilma  Mankiller  and  Ross  Swimmer  were  among  those  supporting 
Smith's  candidacy. 

The  race  pitted  two  of  the  leading  figures  in  a constitutional  controversy 
which  has  dominated  the  tribe  for  2-1/2  years. 

In  February  1997,  tribal  marshals  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of 
evidence  of  allegations  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd,  45,  fired  the  marshals,  who  had  a search  warrant  signed  by  a tribal 


supreme  court  justice,  and  the  action  forged  a split  between  the 
administrative,  judicial  and  legislative  branches  of  the  tribe. 

Byrd  refused  to  follow  court  directives  to  rehire  the  marshals. 

Smith,  48,  was  arrested  by  county,  state  and  federal  officials  in  Dune 
1997  when  he  led  an  effort  to  prevent  Byrd's  administration  from  closing 
the  tribe's  courthouse. 

He  was  charged  in  Cherokee  County  District  Court,  accused  of  assault  and 
trespassing.  Two  years  after  the  incident,  those  charges  are  still  pending. 

Rob  Martindale,  World  senior  writer,  can  be  reached  at  581-8367  or  via 
e-mail  at  rob.martindale@tulsaworld.com. 
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Choctaws  re-elect  Pyle  in  landslide  victory 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
7/11/99 

Early,  unofficial  election  results  showed  Chief  Gregory  Pyle  won  with 
about  80  percent  of  the  vote  Saturday. 

DURANT  --  The  Choctaw  tribe  re-elected  Chief  Gregory  Pyle  on  Saturday  in 
a landslide  victory  that  also  yielded  the  Choctaw  nation's  highest  voter 
turnout  ever. 

Early,  unofficial  election  results  showed  Pyle  won  the  election  with 
about  80  percent  of  the  vote,  with  all  but  one  precinct  reporting. 

About  22,000  of  the  tribe's  more  than  54,000  registered  voters  cast 
their  ballots  in  the  election.  Choctaw  officials  were  expecting  a record 
turnout  from  the  114,000-member  tribe. 

The  tribe's  last  election  attracted  16,000  voters,  most  of  whom  cast 
absentee  ballots. 

A runoff  will  not  be  likely  or  necessary,  considering  that  not  one  of 
Pyle's  opponents  was  able  to  gather  more  than  10  percent  of  the  vote. 

Glenn  Dohnson,  35,  received  the  second-  highest  number  of  votes  --  about 
1,905,  close  to  9 percent.  He  campaigned  for  expanded  economic  development 
in  the  tribe  and  is  a member  of  the  tribal  council. 

Douglas  Dry,  45,  a Wilburton  attorney  who  ran  unsuccessfully  against 
former  Chief  Hollis  Roberts  four  years  ago,  received  about  6 percent  of 
the  vote  --  about  1,360  ballots. 

Larry  Finch,  37,  who  headed  the  housing  program  under  Roberts  and  called 
for  term  limits  for  the  chief's  office,  only  gathered  about  5 percent  of 
the  vote  --  about  1,048  ballots. 

Pyle's  opponents  said  the  election  was  tilted  in  Pyle's  favor  because  of 
his  access  to  voter  registration  lists  and  control  of  the  tribe's  2,500 
employees . 

All  of  these  results  were  from  early,  unofficial  numbers  from  the 
Choctaw  Nation  Election  Board. 

The  results  will  not  be  official  until  Monday  morning.  Election  Board 
representatives  said. 

Pyle,  49,  the  tribe's  former  deputy  chief,  became  chief  two  years  ago 
following  the  resignation  of  Roberts,  who  was  convicted  in  1997  of  sexual 
abuse  of  female  employees. 

Roberts  is  serving  an  11-year  sentence  in  the  federal  prison  system.  He 
was  chief  of  the  tribe  for  19  years,  and  Pyle  was  his  deputy  chief  for  14 
years . 
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Indian  Plaintiffs  Plead  to  Dudge 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  PHILIP  BRASHER 
7/24/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - A federal  judge  is  deciding  whether  to  take  charge  of 
$500  million  in  Indian  trust  funds  that  the  government  mismanaged  for 
decades . 

Lawyers  for  account  holders  who  are  suing  the  government  asked  U.S. 
District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  on  Friday  to  appoint  a special  master  to 
supervise  the  cleanup  of  the  300,000  accounts. 

"The  overall  supervision  of  this  trust  reform  effort  is,  as  we  see  it, 
absolutely  necessary,"  Thaddeus  Holt,  an  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs,  said 
during  closing  arguments  in  the  case. 

Lamberth  is  expected  to  issue  a decision  in  late  August  or  September. 

He  hinted  strongly  Friday  that  he  would  get  involved  in  some  way  but 
said  he  hasn't  decided  what  to  do.  "Any  court  has  to  be  concerned  about 
doing  such  a thing  in  the  least  intrusive  way  to  get  the  job  done,"  he 
said . 

Earlier  this  year,  the  judge  held  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and 
then-Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  for  their  delay  in 
producing  account  records  sought  by  the  lawsuit's  lead  plaintiffs. 

The  government  has  acknowledged  mismanaging  the  trust  funds,  which 
distribute  money  owed  individual  Indians  based  on  land  holdings.  But 
Babbitt  argued  in  testimony  during  the  six-week  trial  that  the  accounting 
system  is  being  fixed  and  the  records  cleaned  up. 

While  Babbitt  wouldn't  object  to  reporting  to  Lamberth  periodically, 
greater  court  supervision  could  slow  down  the  job.  Justice  Department 
lawyer  Tom  Clark  told  the  judge  on  Friday. 

Administration  officials  are  determined  to  correct  the  problems,  and 
they  already  have  congressional  committees  looking  over  their  shoulders  in 
addition  to  the  judge,  Clark  said.  "There  is  supervision  out  there,"  he 
said . 

Lamberth  turned  away  criticism  of  a new  computer  system  that  the 
government  is  installing  for  managing  the  trust  accounts  and  records. 

The  General  Accounting  Office  has  criticized  the  system,  and  lawyers  for 
the  account  holders  said  the  department  was  being  too  hasty  in  putting  in 
place  since  it  hadn't  finished  cleaning  up  the  records  yet. 

"I  can  tell  you  that  I'm  not  going  to  criticize  the  department  for  going 
too  fast,"  the  judge  said. 

The  trust  records  are  scattered  in  more  than  100  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  offices,  and  many  of  the  accounts  are  worth  only  a few  cents 
because  of  the  way  ownership  of  Indian  land  has  splintered  through 
inheritances . 

Kevin  Gover,  a Pawnee  who  is  the  Interior  Department's  assistant 
secretary  for  Indian  affairs,  told  the  judge  during  the  trial  that  it 
would  destroy  the  BIA  - and  by  extension  the  government's  special 
relationship  with  tribes  - to  lose  control  of  the  accounts. 
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Canada,  US  Indians  Seek  Closen  Ties 
.c  The  Associated  Pness 
By  DAVID  CRARY 
7/21/99 

VANCOUVER,  Bnitish  Columbia  (AP)  - Evoking  a 200-yean-old  vision  of  unity, 
Indian  leadens  fnom  the  United  States  and  Canada  ane  holding  an 
unpnecedented  meeting  to  expand  coopenation  acnoss  a bonden  dnawn  by  white 
men  thnough  thein  homelands. 

The  foun-day  confenence,  which  ends  Fniday,  has  attnacted  mone  than  4, 

000  panticipants  - the  langest  gathening  even  of  U.S.  and  Canadian  Indian 
leadens.  The  last  time  chiefs  fnom  the  two  countnies  met  to  fonge  common 
policy  was  in  1939,  at  a much  smallen  meeting  in  Tononto. 

The  biggest  Indian  onganizations  in  each  countny  - Canada's  Assembly  of 
Finst  Nations  and  the  Washington-based  National  Congness  of  Amenican 
Indians  - scheduled  sepanate  wonking  sessions  Wednesday  and  Thunsday, 
befone  a joint  meeting  Fniday  to  adopt  a "declanation  of  kinship  and 
coopenation . " 

Leadens  envision  the  agneement  as  a finst  step  towand  incneased 
political,  cultunal  and  economic  ties,  including  mone  tnade.  They  also 
have  suggested  an  exchange  of  ambassadons  between  the  two  onganizations 
and  want  gneaten  fneedom  of  movement  fon  Indians  acnoss  the  U.S. -Canada 
bonden,  which  divides  some  tnibes. 

"We  ane  divided  by  locality,  but  not  by  destiny,"  said  Phil  Fontaine, 
gnand  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  Finst  Nations,  as  he  addnessed  Tuesday's 
opening  session  in  a tall,  feathened  headdness. 

The  confenence' s official  theme  is  "Uniting  Finst  Nations:  Tecumseh's 
Vision . " 

That  is  a tnibute  to  the  gneat  Shawnee  chief  bonn  in  what  is  now  Ohio  in 
1768.  Convinced  that  white  settlens'  expansion  would  destnoy  the 
tnaditional  Indian  way  of  life,  Tecumseh  dneamed  of  uniting  all  Indian 
tnibes  in  a powenful  confedenation . 

His  alliance  was  shattened  in  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  in  1811  and  he 
moved  to  Canada,  becoming  an  ally  of  the  Bnitish  against  the  Amenicans  in 
the  Wan  of  1812.  He  was  killed  in  battle  in  1813. 

Documents  distnibuted  at  the  convention  quote  Tecumseh  as  saying:  "Let 
us  fonm  one  body,  one  heant,  and  defend  to  the  last  wannion  oun  countny, 
oun  homes,  oun  libenty,  and  the  gnaves  of  oun  fathens." 

The  convention  opened  Tuesday  with  dnumming,  singing  and  dancing  by 
membens  of  local  tnibes,  then  a senies  of  welcoming  speeches  by  chiefs  who 
nepeatedly  hailed  Tecumseh. 

"It  amazes  me  - the  stnength,  the  detenmination,  the  willpowen  of  oun 
people  - that  we  gathen  hene  to  tny  to  nealize  Tecumseh's  dneam, " said 
Ennie  Campbell,  chief  of  the  Vancouven-anea  Musqueam  tnibe. 

"With  all  the  obstacles  - attempts  at  assimilation,  wans,  in  some  cases 
genocide  to  stop  us  fnom  being  who  we  ane  - we'ne  not  going  anywhene." 

The  pnesident  of  the  National  Congness  of  Amenican  Indians,  Ron  Allen  of 
Washington  state's  Jamestown  S'Klallam  tnibe,  said  incneased  cnoss-bonden 
unity  could  genenate  mone  effective  pnessune  on  both  fedenal  govennments 
to  addness  such  common  concenns  as  poventy  and  land  claims. 

"We  have  common  stnuggles  and  face  common  thneats,"  Allen  said.  "We  have 
sunvived  a 500-yean  onslaught.  We  ane  gnowing  stnongen  politically  and  in 
numbens . " 

Thene  ane  an  estimated  2.2  million  Indians  in  the  United  States,  less 
than  1 pencent  of  the  population  and  including  many  who  ane  not  full- 
blooded.  Canada  has  mone  Indians  pen  capita  - about  800,000  out  of  a 
population  of  30  million. 

The  U.S. -Canadian  bonden  nuns  thnough  the  tnaditional  homelands  of 
sevenal  Indian  peoples,  fnom  the  Micmac  of  Maine  and  the  Manitime 
pnovinces,  to  the  Cnee  of  the  Gneat  Plains  and  the  Salish  of  the  fan  west. 
The  Mohawks'  Akwesasne  Resenvation  - a fnequent  locale  fon  ciganette  and 
liquon  smuggling  - stnaddles  the  bonden  with  tennitony  in  nonthenn  New 


York,  Quebec  and  Ontario. 

American  delegate  Richard  Sangrey,  a Chippewa  who  is  chief  of  staff  at 
the  Rocky  Boys  reservation  in  Montana,  said  he  hoped  the  conference  would 
lead  to  easier  border-crossing  for  Indians  traveling  tween  Canada  and  the 
United  States  for  religious  and  cultural  ceremonies.  Often  Indians  are 
subjected  to  time-consuming  searches,  Sangrey  said. 

Fontaine  and  Allen  view  the  joint  gathering  as  part  of  a broader  effort 
to  promote  cooperation  among  indigenous  people  worldwide.  Representatives 
of  indigenous  peoples  in  New  Zealand,  Asia  and  Latin  America  are  attending, 
as  are  observers  from  the  United  Nations  and  the  Organization  of  American 
States . 
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Honoring  Nations  Finalists  Announced  in  Harvard's 
Tribal  Governance  Awards  Program 

Contact:  Miranda  Daniloff,  617-495-9379  or  Andrew  Lee,  617-496-6632 

CAMBRIDGE  --  A judicial  system  that  encourages  tribal  judges  to  use 
traditional  common  law  in  deciding  cases,  a tribal  initiative  that  has 
dramatically  increased  the  number  of  licensed  Indian  foster  parents,  and  a 
comprehensive  tribal  sanitation  program  that  avoids  the  need  for 
reservation  landfills  are  among  sixteen  finalists  in  the  Honoring 
Contributions  in  the  Governance  of  American  Indians  ("Honoring  Nations") 
awards  program. 

Administered  by  the  Harvard  Project  on  American  Indian  Economic 
Development  at  Harvard's  Kennedy  School  of  Government,  Honoring  Nations 
identifies,  celebrates  and  shares  information  about  outstanding  examples 
of  tribal  governance  among  the  550-plus  Indian  nations  in  the  United 
States . 

Funded  by  the  Ford  Foundation  and  modeled  after  similar  government  best 
practices  programs  in  Brazil,  the  Philippines,  the  U.S.,  and  South  Africa, 
Honoring  Nations  is  the  Harvard  Project's  newest  program.  Established  in 
1986,  the  Harvard  Project's  goal  is  to  understand  the  conditions  under 
which  sustained,  self-determined  socio-economic  development  is  achieved  on 
American  Indian  reservations. 

Harvard  Project  co-director  Dr.  Manley  Begay  says,  "Honoring  Nations  was 
created  to  spotlight  ideas  that  work  in  tribal  self-governance.  All 
across  Native  America,  tribal  governments  are  doing  exciting  things  to 
strengthen  their  respective  nations,  and  Honoring  Nations  will  celebrate 
some  of  these  success  stories  and  make  them  available  to  decision  makers 
everywhere. " 

Sixty  applications  were  submitted  for  the  inaugural  year  of  Honoring 
Nations.  According  to  Andrew  Lee,  the  program's  executive  director,  "the 
quality  of  the  applications  is  extremely  impressive,  and  we  are  very 
pleased  by  the  excitement  this  first-of -its-kind  program  is  generating 
throughout  Indian  Country." 

At  each  stage  of  the  selection  process,  applications  are  evaluated  on 
effectiveness,  significance,  transferability,  creativity,  and 
sustainability.  On  October  6,  the  sixteen  Honoring  Nations  finalists  will 
make  presentations  to  the  Honoring  Nations  Advisory  Board  --  made  up  of 
distinguished  leaders  from  the  academic,  government,  non-profit,  legal, 
and  business  sectors  --  which  will  select  eight  "high  honors"  for  national 
recognition.  The  October  event,  to  take  place  in  Palm  Springs,  CA  in 
conjunction  with  the  56th  Annual  convention  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  will  also  include  a public  honoring  ceremony. 

In  addition,  the  Harvard  Project  will  prepare  reports,  case  studies  and 
instructional  materials  based  on  the  honorees?  accomplishments.  These 


will  be  disseminated  throughout  Indian  Country  to  allow  other  nations  to 
learn  from  the  successes  of  the  honorees. 


The  sixteen  finalists  for  1999  are: 

Cherokee  Tribal  Sanitation  Program 

Cherokee  Tribal  Utilities,  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  (Cherokee,  NIC) 
Choctaw  Health  Center 

Choctaw  Health  Center,  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians  (Philadelphia ,MS) 
Idaho  Gray  Wolf  Recovery 

Nez  Perce  Tribe  Wildlife  Management  Program,  Nez  Perce  Tribe  (Lapwai,  ID) 
Institutionalized  Quality  Improvement  Program 

Puyallup  Tribal  Health  Authority,  Puyallup  Tribe  of  Indians  (Tacoma,  WA) 

Land  Claims  Distribution  Trust  Fund 

Tribal  ChairmanPs  Office,  Grand  Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians 
(Suttons  Bay,  MI) 

Minnesota  1837  Ceded  Territory  Conservation  Code 

Mille  Lacs  Band  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe 
(Onamia,  MN) 

Navajo  Studies  Department 

Rough  Rock  Community  School,  Navajo  Nation  (Chinle,  AZ) 

New  Law  and  Old  Law  Together:  The  Judicial  Philosophy  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
Judicial  Branch,  Navajo  Nation  (Window  Rock,  AZ) 

Off-Reservation  Indian  Foster  Care 

Fond  du  Lac  Human  Services  Division,  Fond  du  Lac  Lake  Superior  Band  of 

Chippewa 

(Cloquet,  MN) 

Ojibwe  Language  Program 

Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  Department  of  Education,  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe 
(Onamia,  MN) 

Pte  Hca  Ka,  Inc. 

Pte  Hca  Ka,  Inc.,  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  (Gettysburg,  SD) 

Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Education  Department  and  Code 

Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  Education  Department,  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  (Rosebud,  SD) 
Tax  Initiative  Economic  Development 

Kayenta  Township  Commission,  Navajo  Nation  (Kayenta,  AZ) 

Tribal  Court  of  the  Grand  Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians 
Tribal  ChairmanPs  Office,  Grand  Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians 
(Suttons  Bay,  MI) 

Water  Quality  Standards 

Environment  Department,  Pueblo  of  Sandia  (Bernalillo,  NM) 

Wildlife  and  Fisheries  Management  Program 

Jicarilla  Game  and  Fish  Department,  Jicarilla  Apache  Tribe  (Dulce,  NM) 
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Walk  in  Peace  and  Harmony; 
White  Wolf  Guardian  Spirit 


NAWA  NEWS  - http://www.nawa.org 
Greetings ! 

Pat  Morris  sent  the  following  - and  I don't  mind  telling  you  I read  it 
with  great  satisfaction.  The  wolves  in  Yellowstone  are  thriving.  Thanks 
Pat! 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Wolves  make  the  recovery 

By  Deff  Gibson,  Montana-Standard  Opinion  Page  Editor 

The  wolves  in  the  Yellowstone  Park  region  are  clearly  thriving,  and 
federal  wildlife  officials  say  it's  time  to  remove  them  from  the 
endangered  species  list.  It's  a sensible  recommendation,  based  on  common 
sense  and  observed  reproduction  rates  that  have  been  little  short  of 
amazing.  It's  also  a sign  of  good  faith.  The  federal  wildlife  people  said 
at  the  beginning  that  the  wolves  would  not  be  federally  protected  forever. 
While  there  was  cause  at  the  start  of  the  reintroduction  program  to  be 
skeptical  about  that,  it  looks 
like  they  meant  it. 

Doug  Smith,  a project  leader  with  the  park's  wolf  recovery  team,  noted 
at  a conference  of  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition  that  the  wolves  are 
beginning  to  leave  the  park  and  "they're  going  to  be  all  over  the  place" 
soon.  Park-area  wolves  are  numerous  and  breeding  rapidly.  Smith  said,  and 
it's  time  to  take  them  off  the  endangered  list. 

For  reasons  that  aren't  quite  clear,  but  probably  have  something  to  do 
with  keeping  busy,  environmentalists  said  they  might  sue  if  the  government 
de-lists  the  wolves.  A representative  for  an  activist  law  firm,  this  one 
called  Earthjustice  Legal  Defense  Fund,  said  that  "if  we  don't  believe  the 
assessment  of  the  biologists  that  wolves  are  not  threatened,  we  will 
definitely  sue. " 

Removing  wolves  from  the  endangered  list  would  give  state  agencies  more 
responsibility  for  managing  the  animals.  In  Montana,  state  officials  might 
have  mixed  feelings  about  that.  So  far,  the  park  wolves  have  been  Uncle 
Sam's  responsibility,  and  some  state  agencies  might  be  just  as  happy  that 
they  don't  have  to  deal  with  the  wolves.  Last  week,  the  feds  killed  three 
wolves  in  northwest  Montana  after  the  animals  killed  a dozen  sheep  and  a 
calf  on  nearby  ranches.  The  helpless  wolves  were  shot  down  from  the  air  by 
a helicopter-borne  gunman.  State  agency  heads  can't  be  looking  forward  to 
the  day  when  they  have  to  read  about  themselves  in  a sentence  like  that. 

But  as  Smith  said,  wolves  are  leaving  the  park  in  increasing  numbers.  At 
least  one  has  been  tracked  on  a lightning-fast  trip  clear  to  the  east  edge 
of  the  Crazy  Mountains  and  back.  It's  not  uncommon  for  wolves  to  travel 
hundreds  of  miles.  Most  of  the  time,  they  prey  on  wildlife.  But  they  can 
and  do  kill  livestock.  Like  dogs,  they  may  occasionally  slaughter  sheep 
for  the  fun  of  it. 

It's  time,  therefore,  to  give  state  agencies  a role  in  managing  the 
wolves.  It's  unlikely  that  the  state  will  adopt  punitive  wolf  policies. 
State  officials  know  that's  a good  way  to  get  the  wolves  listed  again,  and 
to  be  excluded  again  from  wolf  management  by  the  federal  government. 

Historically,  the  federal  government  is  reluctant  to  de-list  species  once 
they  are  declared  endangered.  A recommendation  to  de-list  wolves,  only  a 
decade  or  so  after  they  were  reintroduced,  is  a sign  that  the  government 
is  confident  of  the  success  of  the  wolf  program. 

http : //www. mt standard . com/op in ion/990719_opin ion2. html 
http : //wolf seeker . com 

http : //www. InsideTheWeb . com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

I NEED  YOUR  HELP 

Some  of  you  are  aware  that  in  late  April  of  this  year,  we  traveled  to  the 
mountains  of  New  Mexico  to  perform  one  of  the  most  complicated  and 


dramatic  rescues  we've  ever  done. 

The  result  of  our  effort  is  that  the  lives  of  an  alpha  pair  and  7 of  the 
most  beautiful  wolf  puppies  imaginable  have  been  saved.  The  entire  pack 
has  been  safely  transported  to  our  wolf  preserve  in  Conroe,  Texas,  where 
we  hope  to  allow  them  to  live  out  their  lives  together  - they  are  a family. 
Being  together  was  the  Creator's  intent. 

Keeping  them  together  is  our  intent. 

For  us  to  do  that,  we  need  to  build  an  enclosure  large  enough  to 
accommodate  9 adult  wolves  - and  we'll  need  to  do  it  immediately.  These 
pups  are  now  in  a "rapid  growth  stage"  They're  14  weeks  old,  the  females 
weigh  in  from  40  to  46  lbs.  and  the  males  range  from  49  to  a whopping  53 
lbs.  Knowing  that  they  go  through  this  stage  is  one  thing...  witnessing 
it,  is  something  else  altogether  - and  I can  tell  you,  it  is  a sobering 
experience. 

We  do  not  have  time  to  write  for  a grant,  get  on  an  agenda  6 months  from 
now,  or  make  a presentation  to  a board  of  directors  that  won't  meet  again 
till  September.  We  need  to  build  that  enclosure  - and  we  need  to  do  it  now. 

So,  we're  asking  everyone  we  know  - and  even  some  folks  we  don't  know  - 
to  send  us  $10.00  - anything  above  that  will  be  graciously  accepted  and 
appreciated  from  the  depths  of  our  spirit. 

Many  of  you  on  this  list  have  written  to  us  asking  what  you  could  do  to 
help  - well,  this  is  it.  Your  participation  in  this  campaign  is  crucial. 

If  we  cannot  raise  the  $15,000  it  will  cost  to  build  that  enclosure  these 
pups  will  have  to  be  separated. 

Saving  their  lives  was  only  half  the  miracle  - please  help  us  make  it 
complete.  We  cannot  do  this  without  you. 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  rescue  of  intact  packs  is  almost  unheard  of.  The  rarity  of  this 
situation  presented  me  with  an  incredible  gift...  of  witnessing  an 
extraordinary  drama  played  out  within  this  pack  - a drama  that  lifted  my 
heart  and  part  of  the  veil  that  has  shrouded  these  elusive  creatures  for 
centuries.  The  privilege  of  being  able  to  observe  uninhibited  pack 
behavior  and  activities  on  an  hourly/daily/weekly  basis,  has  served  to  be 
an  enlightening  - almost  ethereal  experience.  The  full  impact  of  exactly 
why  it  is  imperative  that  we  move  heaven  and  earth  to  keep  this  pack 
together,  was  profoundly  penetrating.  I'd  like  to  share  some  of  that 
experience  with  you. 

A short  while  ago,  I wrote  the  story  and  put  it  up  on  our  site. 

This  is  a heart-felt  invitation  for  you  to  come  by  and  read  about  the 
rescue  of  these  precious  souls  and  their  parents,  then  follow  along  on  a 
remarkable  journey  filled  with  uncommon  courage,  unbelievable 
determination,  steadfast  loyalty  =3D85and  the  unbreakable  bond  of  the  pack. 
When  you  finish,  you'll  understand  why  they  absolutely  ~must~  stay 
together. 

Please  see  "Yana  Usdi's  Story",  it  will  warm  your  heart  and  make  your  day 
(we  promise) 

http : //www . nawa . org 

Thank  You...  for  hearing  me  out,  and  most  of  all=3D85  for  caring. 

For  the  Wolves, 

Rae  Evening  Earth  Ott 
Director 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  take  a few  moments  to  sit  down  and  write  out  a check  now,  for  $10 
to  help  keep  these  pups  together,  and  send  to  the  address  below  - you'll 
go  to  sleep  tonight  and  know  in  your  heart,  that  it  was  the  best  $10 
you've  ever  spent  in  your  life. 

North  American  Wolf  Association 
23214  Tree  Bright  Lane 
Spring,  Texas  77373 
(281)  821-4884 

http : //www. nawa .org 


Work  like  you  don't  need  the  money 


Love  like  you've  never  been  hurt 
Dance  like  nobody's  watching 
- Lawrence  Sampson 

"RE : Managing  Northwest  Public  lands"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  15:54:35  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  06-30-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Native  Americans  are  taking  a more  prominent  role  in  managing  Northwest 
public  lands  and  resources 
by  Courtenay  Thompson 
c.  Newhouse  News  Service 
Dune  27,  1999 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  - A deal  that  could  enable  the  Grand  Ronde  Tribe  to  manage 
nearly  11,000  acres  of  public  forest  near  its  reservation  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  nation,  federal  officials  say.  It  signals  not  only  the 
growing  stature  of  the  Western  Oregon  tribe,  but  also  the  rising  influence 
of  Native  American  tribes  nationwide  over  how  public  lands  and  resources 
are  managed. 

"This  is  a pioneering  effort,"  said  Charles  Wilkinson,  an  expert  in 
federal  and  tribal  natural-resource  law  at  the  University  of  Colorado  in 
Boulder.  "At  the  same  time,  the  general  field  of  cooperative  agreements 
between  tribes  and  governments  is  growing  rapidly." 

With  growing  expertise  and  savvy,  tribes  around  the  country  are 
increasingly  exerting  influence  over  lands  and  resources  that  once  were  in 
tribal  hands.  They  range  from  agreements  with  the  National  Park  Service 
over  sacred  sites  in  Northern  California  to  the  Columbia  River  tribes' 
involvement  in  salmon  management  and  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe's  management  of 
wolf  reintroduction  in  Idaho. 

In  Oregon,  examples  are  diverse.  The  Warm  Springs  Tribe  works  with  the 
neighboring  Mount  Hood  National  Forest  to  help  restore  and  preserve  wild 
huckleberries,  a sacred  tribal  food.  Two  years  ago,  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe 
acquired  10,300  acres  in  northeastern  Oregon  as  part  of  a federal  deal  to 
compensate  the  tribe  for  wildlife  lost  to  a federal  dam  project.  And  just 
last  month,  the  Klamath  Tribes  signed  an  agreement  with  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  that  gives  them  a voice  in  what  happens  on  1.2  million  acres  of 
former  reservation  land  in  south-central  Oregon. 

Deff  Mitchell,  Klamath  tribal  chairman,  said  the  Grand  Ronde  agreement, 
though  markedly  different  from  the  Klamaths',  is  a sign  of  the  increasing 
willingness  of  federal  and  state  agencies  to  work  with  tribes  on  natural- 
resource  issues. 

"To  have  a tribe  manage  a significant  piece  of  property  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community  and  the  region,  that's  a big  change,"  Mitchell  said,  "and 
a significant  one." 

The  agreement  between  the  Grand  Ronde  and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service 
contracts  with  the  tribe  to  write  a 10-year  plan  to  manage  6,600  acres  of 
the  Siuslaw  National  Forest  upstream  from  the  tribe's  reservation, 
tallying  endangered  species  such  as  the  northern  spotted  owl,  evaluating 
water  quality  and  assessing  forest  health. 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  officials  say  they  expect  to  sign  a 
similar  agreement  in  coming  weeks  with  the  tribe  for  4,200  acres  of  BLM 
land  also  in  the  South  Yamhill  River  watershed.  The  agreements  may  lead  to 
an  experiment  in  "stewardship,"  giving  the  Grand  Ronde  - best  known  for 
its  multimillion-dollar  casino  - authority  after  two  years  to  carry  out 
the  projects  for  fish,  wildlife,  streams  and  forests. 

The  Grand  Ronde  also  is  writing  a 10-year  management  plan  for  its  10, 
052-acre  reservation,  a forested  chunk  of  the  Coast  Range  60  miles 
southwest  of  Portland. 

Officials  say  the  agreements  will  give  the  tribe  a greater  say  in  what 


happens  on  former  reservation  lands,  while  coordinating  efforts  to 
establish  a healthy  forest  and  watershed  across  tribal  and  federal 
jurisdictions.  "It's  a significant,  precedent-setting  event,"  said  Warren 
Tausch,  a BLM  official  who  worked  on  both  agreements. 

Wilkinson,  the  tribal-law  expert,  said  agreements  such  as  the  Grand 
Ronde's  have  accelerated  nationwide  in  the  past  four  to  five  years.  Many 
tribes  have  developed  substantial  natural-resource  staffs.  In  Puget  Sound, 
for  example,  as  many  fish  biologists  work  for  tribes  as  for  state  and 
federal  agencies,  Wilkinson  said. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said,  federal  and  state  agencies  have  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  sovereign  status  of  tribes,  and  of  the  federal 
government's  responsibility  to  protect  resources,  such  as  fish  and 
wildlife,  often  protected  by  treaty. 

Prodded  by  federal-court  decisions  and  executive  orders  issued  by 
President  Clinton  and  governors  such  as  Oregon's  Dohn  Kitzhaber,  federal 
and  state  agencies  have  been  more  willing  to  work  with  tribes  as 
governmental  entities  with  legitimate  interests. 

The  trend  is  here  to  stay,  Wilkinson  said. 

"I  think  almost  inevitably  it  will  be  more  comprehensive  and  more  common 
each  year  as  you  go  along,"  he  said. 

leff  Mitchell,  chairman  of  the  Klamath  Tribes,  said  the  Forest  Service 
has  agreed  to  consult  with  the  tribe  on  a range  of  issues  - from  big  game 
to  cultural  sites  - before  taking  action  on  more  than  1.2  million  acres  of 
former  reservation  land  on  and  near  the  Fremont  and  Winema  national 
forests.  "It's  a real  milestone  to  the  tribes,"  he  said,  because  it 
institutionalizes  the  tribe's  role  in  the  forest's  management.  The  tribe 
retains  treaty  rights  to  hunt  and  fish  on  the  former  reservation,  as  well 
as  water  rights  throughout  the  basin. 

"I  think  generally  there  has  been  a change  and  a shift  in  the 
recognition  of  tribes'  treaties,  and  treaty  rights  and  treaty  resources," 
Mitchell  said,  pointing  to  Kitzhaber 's  order  that  state  agencies  work 
directly  with  the  state's  nine  tribes.  "That  provided  a framework  for 
tribes  to  sit  down  with  the  state  of  Oregon  and  work  through  issues, 
whereas  10  years  before,  the  only  recourse  would  have  been  to  go  to  court. 

"So  we're  seeing  a shift  not  only  on  the  federal  level,  but  the  state 
level  as  well." 

The  Grand  Ronde  agreements  with  the  Forest  Service  and  BLM  were  two 
years  in  the  making.  Tausch,  the  BLM  official  who  helped  craft  the  deals, 
said  the  negotiated  agreements  are  part  of  the  government's  attempt  under 
the  Northwest  Forest  Plan  to  develop  collaborative,  inclusive  approaches 
to  forest  management. 

The  land  is  a part  of  a so-called  "adaptive  management  area"  under  the 
Northwest  plan,  meaning  the  government  is  encouraged  to  enter  into 
partnerships  and  seek  innovative  ideas  for  management. 

The  Forest  Service  land  also  is  targeted  for  fostering  old-growth  forest 
characteristics,  such  as  snags  for  wildlife  and  large,  mature  trees.  The 
Grand  Ronde  Tribe  will,  in  effect,  act  as  a consultant  to  the  federal 
agencies,  outlining  specific  projects  to  achieve  goals  set  by  the  federal 
policies . 

The  tribe  will  be  paid  $55,000  in  the  first  year  of  the  Forest  Service 
contract  and  is  expected  to  be  paid  $35,000  for  the  first  year  of  the  BLM 
contract . 

After  the  plan  is  written,  the  agreement  calls  for  the  tribe  - with  its 
staff  of  more  than  12  biologists,  forest  scientists,  water-quality 
specialists  and  others  - to  contract  with  the  agency  to  carry  out  the 
management  plan.  That  could  include  arranging  for  timber  sales  to  thin 
crowded  stands,  installing  fish-friendly  culverts  or  recommending  removal 
of  roads. 

Don  Gonzalez,  Flebo  District  ranger  for  the  Siuslaw  National  Forest,  said 
the  final  authority  would  continue  to  rest  with  the  federal  agency.  But 
the  agreement  has  raised  concern  among  some  local  community  members,  who 
were  upset  that  they  were  told  of  the  plan  just  two  days  before  the  Forest 
Service  agreement  was  signed. 

U.S.  Sen.  Gordon  Smith,  R-Ore.,  last  week  sent  Forest  Service  chief  Mike 
Dombeck  a letter  protesting  the  lack  of  public  involvement.  Gonzalez,  who 


helped  craft  the  deal,  said  he  apologized  to  local  officials  and  tried  to 
dispel  fears  that  the  tribe  was  somehow  taking  control  of  Forest  Service 
land . 

"People  say,  'That's  our  national  forest, ' and  that's  right,"  Gonzalez 
said.  "We're  looking  at  ways  to  manage  it  more  effectively  and  efficiently 
and  better." 


"RE : Salmon;  A Species  in  Peril"  

Date:  Sun,  16  May  1999  08:19:23  -0700 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms(3SERV.NET> 

Subj : Salmon;  A Species  in  Peril 

HeraldNet  - SPECIES  IN  PERIL 

Salmon  home 

http : //www. heraldnet . com/f ishy . htm 

A fall  run  Chinook  salmon  fights  its  way  upstream.  Dwindling  numbers 
in  the  Puget  Sound  area  are  pushing  the  fish  closer  to  endangered 
status,  a decision  that  would  have  broad  economic  effects. 

Protection  for  Chinook  salmon  could  have  impact  on  economy 

By  JANICE  PODSADA 

Flerald  Writer 

Sunday,  February  15,  1998 

Consider  the  canary  in  the  coal  mine  --  as  long  as  it  sings,  the 
air  is  safe  to  breathe.  Consider  the  wild  salmon  --  while  she  still 
spawns,  the  river  runs  clean  and  cool. 

You  may  not  fish  for  salmon,  or  eat  salmon.  But  salmon  share  the 
same  need  for  clean  water  as  you  do,  making  it  in  one  sense  a 
harbinger  of  the  health  of  our  environment. 

"What's  good  for  salmon  is  good  for  people,"  said  Brian  Gorman, 
spokesman  with  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  in  Seattle. 

But  what's  good  for  the  Chinook  salmon,  the  largest  of  Puget 
Sound's  five  species  of  salmon,  could  also  prove  a hardship  for 
the  local  economy. 

On  February  26,  the  fisheries  service  is  expected  to  propose  that 
Puget  Sound  runs  of  Chinook  salmon  be  listed  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act. 

The  announcement  gives  state  officials  up  to  18  months  to  make 
a case  against  the  proposed  listing,  Gorman  said. 

Let  the  listing  go  into  effect,  some  local  officials  say,  and 
economic  growth  could  be  as  effectively  stopped  as  a fish  trying 
to  scale  a dam  without  a ladder.  Everything  from  backyard  garden 
practices  and  housing  costs  to  the  price  of  computer  software 
potentially  could  be  affected. 

Come  up  with  a plan  to  recover  the  wild  Chinook  and  Washington 
may  be  able  to  accommodate  both  development  and  salmon  recovery,  and 
avoid  strict  federal  regulations  that  could  dampen  economic  growth. 

So  what's  the  problem? 

Unlike  the  canary  in  the  coal  mine,  the  Chinook  cannot  be  spared 
by  removing  it  from  the  environment.  It  begins  and  ends  its  life  in 
an  open  stream.  And  its  progeny  are  dying. 

"The  salmon  is  telling  us  about  where  we  live  --  long  range,"  said 
Gorman  of  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service.  "No  one  wants  this 
area  to  become  what  Pittsburgh  or  Cleveland  became  in  the  1970s,  a 
place  so  choked  with  refuse  that  no  one  wanted  to  live  there." 

http : //www . heraldnet . com/f ishy2 . htm 
It's  the  water:  http://www.heraldnet.com/fishwate.htm 
Chinook  protection  timeline:  http://www.heraldnet.com/timeline.htm 
Guide  to  salmon:  http://www.heraldnet.com/guide.htm 
Salmon  links:  http://kingfish.ssp.nmfs.gOv//salmon/salmon.html 
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"RE : Fishing  Conservation"  
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Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Dune  18,  1999 

Anderson  says  he'll  'stay  the  course'  on  conservation 
VANCOUVER  (CP)  --  Strict  conservation  measures  for  the  West  Coast 
salmon  fishery  remain  in  effect  this  year  and  will  likely  stay  for 
many  years  to  come,  says  federal  Fisheries  Minister  David  Anderson. 

"In  1999,  we  are  staying  the  course  on  salmon  conservation  and 
long-term  rebuilding  of  weak  stocks,  particularly  coho,"  Anderson  said 
Friday  in  releasing  the  1999  Salmon  Management  Plan. 

The  once-lucrative  salmon  fishery  has  been  in  decline  for  several 
years  from  overfishing,  too  many  fishing  vessels  and  changes  in  ocean 
survival  rates. 

Last  year,  the  federal  Fisheries  Department  introduced  restrictive 
fishing  zones  and  fewer  fishing  openings  while  strongly  pushing  the 
idea  of  selective  fishing. 

Anderson  made  it  clear  the  strict  management  regime  is  here  to  stay 
for  some  time. 

The  prized  coho  salmon,  endangered  in  British  Columbia,  will  be 
strictly  protected,  the  minister  said. 

"We  will  maintain  the  objective  of  zero  fishing  mortality  on  upper 
Thompson  and  upper  Skeena  coho  stocks,"  he  said. 

Earlier  this  month,  the  U.S.  and  Canada  signed  new  catch  provisions 
in  the  1985  Pacific  Salmon  Treaty  after  six  years  of  acrimony. 

Anderson  said  the  1999  conservation  goals  are  enhanced  by  the  treaty 
agreement . 

"The  new  abundance-based  management  regimes  will  contribute  to 
improved  conservation  of  Canadian  sockeye  and  Chinook  stocks  which  are 
expected  to  return  at  lower  abundance  in  1999." 

Measures  adopted  last  year  to  assist  coho  salmon  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  coast  will  also  continue,  he  said. 

In  addition  to  red  and  yellow  zones  introduced  last  year  to  help 
guide  fisheries  management  of  endangered  salmon,  the  minister  said 
special  management  zones  will  be  introduced  this  year  where  coho 
cannot  be  caught  at  all,  said  Anderson. 

"Fisheries  will  only  be  permitted  in  locations  and  during  times  when 
upper  Skeena  and  other  salmon  stocks  of  concern  can  be  avoided  or 
released  alive  and  unharmed." 

A grim-faced  Lloyd  Webb,  executive-director  of  the  Fishing  Vessel 
Owners  Assoc,  of  B.C.,  attended  Anderson's  announcement. 

"It  looks  like  it's  tougher  than  ever  for  us  this  year,"  said  Webb. 
"In  the  south  coast  there's  no  comfort  for  seiners  at  all  with  some 
possible  comfort  for  trollers  and  river  gillnetters. 

"The  north  looks  bleak,"  he  said  bluntly.  "So  it's  not  very  good  for 
the  commercial  sector." 

Anderson  emphasized  that  selective  fishing  appears  to  be  the  wave  of 
the  future. 

Selective  fishing  means  fishermen  are  allowed  to  take  only  a 
specified  stock  when  there  is  an  opening  and  other  species  must  be 
returned . 

"If  there  is  one  thing  I can  say  for  certain  about  Pacific  fisheries 
in  the  future,  it  is  that  they  will  be  led  by  those  who  have 
demonstrated  their  ability  to  fish  selectively,"  said  Anderson. 

Fishery  managers  will  be  guided  by  priority  assigned  to  First  Nations 
for  food,  social  and  ceremonial  purposes. 

First  Nations  will  also  have  priority  in  catching  coho  if  there  are 


sufficient  stocks. 

While  the  commercial  fishery  faces  severe  coho  restrictions , the 
sports  fishery  will  face  daily  bag  limits  of  one  to  two  coho  a day. 

Tom  Bird  of  the  Sport  Fishing  Institute  was  disappointed. 

"It's  encouraging  that  the  conservation  efforts  are  paying  off,"  said 
Bird . 

But  he  said  a Fisheries  document  in  April  led  people  involved  in  the 
multi-million-dollar  recreational  fishery  to  believe  their  daily 
limits  would  be  larger. 

"The  spring  paper  talked  about  coho  limits  for  sports  fishery  of 
between  two  and  four  a day  that  have  now  been  reduced  to  one  and  two, " 
said  Bird. 

"It's  unfortunate  that  that  document  came  out  and  nothing  technically 
has  changed  (to  warrant  the  reduction)." 

Anderson  said  the  renewed  salmon  treaty  would  usher  in  "a  new  era  of 
effective  conservation"  after  years  of  acrimony. 

He  said  the  treaty  would  give  Canada  more  fish  and  the  agreement  also 
provided  that  the  U.S.  would  provide  $209  million  to  a conservation 
fund  to  help  rebuild  stocks  and  habitat  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

The  deal  will  be  in  effect  for  10  years  everywhere  except  the  Fraser 
River  where  it  will  last  12  years. 

The  agreement  also  limits  fishermen  to  catching  fish  based  on  the 
health  of  fish  stocks. 

That's  a change  from  the  past  when  the  treaty  was  based  on  a quota 
that  fishermen  went  after  whether  stocks  could  sustain  it  or  not. 

"RE:  Plan  to  Restore  Creek  for  Salmon" 

Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  03:10:39  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms(3SERV.NET> 

Subj : Plan  to  restore  creek  for  salmon 

Olympic,  local  leaders  announce  plan  to  restore  creek  for  salmon  habitat 
http : //www. seattletimes . com/ news/local/html98/what_19990623 . html 

by  Dim  Brunner  < jbrunner@seattletimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  Snohomish  County  bureau 

BELLINGHAM  - Salmon  that  left  Whatcom  Creek  for  the  ocean  years 
ago  will  be  returning  soon  as  adults,  but  officials  aren't  sure  the 
stream  devastated  by  a pipeline  fire  will  be  ready  for  them. 

Olympic  Pipe  Line  officials  and  local  leaders  yesterday  announced 
an  emergency-restoration  plan  designed  to  prepare  the  creek  for  the 
chinook  and  chum  salmon  expected  at  the  end  of  August. 

"The  salmon  will  be  coming  back,  but  whether  there  is  a habitat 
for  them  is  questionable,"  said  Clare  Fogelsong,  superintendent  of 
environmental  resources  for  Bellingham. 

The  Dune  10  fire  ignited  after  up  to  277,000  gallons  of  gasoline 
leaked  into  Whatcom  Falls  State  Park,  scorching  a 50-yard-wide, 

1 1/2-mile-long  stretch  of  forested  creek  bed,  killing  thousands  of 
fish  and  jeopardizing  the  spawning  grounds  for  salmon.  The  accident 
also  destroyed  one  home  and  killed  two  10-year-old  boys  and  an 
18-year-old  man. 

The  emergency  plan  announced  yesterday  also  is  aimed  at  preventing 
further  damage  to  the  creek,  said  Michael  Macrander,  an  ecologist 
with  Equilon  Enterprises  who  helped  to  develop  the  plan.  Houston- 
based  Equilon  is  the  primary  owner  of  Olympic. 

The  plan,  which  awaits  final  approval  by  federal  and  state 
officials,  calls  for: 

Digging  up  and  cleaning  polluted  soil  at  the  site  of  the 
pipeline  rupture,  which  is  near  a city  water-treatment  plant. 

Crews  also  will  continue  to  mop  up  gasoline  floating  in  the  water 
and  clean  up  polluted  stream  sediments. 

Stabilizing  scorched  stream  banks  and  hillsides  now  in  danger 
of  erosion.  New  vegetation  will  be  planted  along  the  creek,  and 
woody  debris  will  be  added  to  help  keep  water  cool  and  provide 


sheltering  pools  for  fish. 

Reopening  portions  of  Whatcom  Falls  State  Park  for 
recreational  use.  Officials  yesterday  did  not  say  when  the 
park  might  be  reopened. 

Fogelsong  said  biologists  will  monitor  the  progress  of  the  creek 
restoration.  If  the  creek  is  not  ready  for  salmon,  the  fish  will  be 
trapped  and  relocated  to  other  area  streams,  he  said. 

Olympic  will  pay  for  the  cleanup.  Spokeswoman  Ioann  Hamick 
said  the  company  has  already  spent  $2.5  million  on  pipeline  and 
environmental  experts,  as  well  as  repairs  to  homes  and  businesses 
damaged  by  the  fire. 

A longer-term  habitat-restoration  effort  also  will  be  bankrolled 
by  Olympic  and  developed  with  the  help  of  local  volunteers. 

Before  the  gasoline  leak  and  fire,  Whatcom  Creek  had  been  the 
focus  of  painstaking  efforts  by  community  groups  to  restore  the 
region's  salmon  runs. 

The  effort  was  starting  to  pay  off.  Residents  said  last  year's 
returning  run  of  chum  was  like  none  they  had  seen.  "It  looked  like 
the  stories  you  read  about  in  school,  where  you  could  walk  across 
the  backs  of  the  fish  returning  to  spawn,"  said  Bellingham  Mayor 
Mark  Asmundson. 

Asmundson  called  the  pipeline  fire  "a  huge  blow,"  but  said  local 
volunteers  are  "ready  to  start  in  again"  to  repair  the  damage. 

Dim  Brunner's  phone-message  number  is  425-745-7808. 
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"RE : Flighway  55  Protest"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dul  1999  20:24:32  EDT 

Subj : Hwy  55  protest  Minnesota .. local  news  coverage 

From:  PejiWi@aol.com 

HREF=" http: //www. startribune. com/ stOnLine/ cgi-bin/ article?thisSlug=hwy27"> 

Twenty-nine  arrested  in  second  day  of  Flwy.  55  protest 
Mark  Brunswick  and  Laurie  Blake  / Star  Tribune 

Another  29  people  were  arrested  Tuesday  while  construction  work  continued 
on  the  rerouting  of  Hwy.  55. 

The  protesters,  who  blocked  morning  rush-hour  traffic  by  sitting  in  the 
road,  were  arrested  on  charges  of  failing  to  obey  a lawful  order,  said 
Kent  Barnard,  a spokesman  with  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation. 

Two  men  perched  in  a cottonwood  tree  just  west  of  the  road  with  a 
protest  banner.  The  tree  wasn't  scheduled  to  be  brought  down  for  a while, 
Barnard  said. 

On  Monday,  nine  protesters  were  arrested  as  they  tried  to  stop  crews 
from  cutting  down  about  30  trees  in  the  way  of  the  next  phase  of  the  Hwy. 

55  construction  in  Minneapolis.  One  laid  in  front  of  a police  cruiser  and 
another  tried  to  use  a bike  lock  to  attach  himself  to  a front-end  loader 
before  police  knocked  him  to  the  ground  and  dragged  him  away. 

The  trees  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  intersection  of  Hwy.  55  and 
Minnehaha  Parkway  are  in  the  path  of  a temporary  bypass  that  will  carry 


traffic  on  the  west  side  of  the  existing  Hiawatha  Avenue  while  a 700-foot 
tunnel  is  built  to  carry  the  new  road  underground  at  Minnehaha  Park. 

The  protest  was  the  most  significant  confrontation  since  demonstrators 
and  more  than  600  police  clashed  in  a Dec.  20  raid  at  an  encampment  near 
Camp  Coldwater,  about  1^  miles  south  of  Monday's  protest.  The  December 
raid  was  the  biggest  police  action  in  state  history  and  resulted  in  37 
arrests . 

With  about  50  protesters  and  about  60  law  enforcement  personnel  watching 
in  the  mid-day  heat  Monday,  it  took  the  three-man  crew  less  than  two  hours 
to  fell  about  30  trees.  Amid  drum  pounding,  bullhorn  shouting  and 
shrieking,  members  of  the  loosely  organized  protest  movement  reacted 
angrily,  some  sobbing,  as  one  by  one,  the  trees  were  knocked  down.  One 
man  stood  for  minutes  with  tears  flowing. 

"They  [the  trees]  are  living  things.  They  may  not  be  like  us  in  the 
living  sense,  but  they  drink  the  same  water,"  said  Paul  Cowgill,  a 
musician  visiting  from  New  Orleans. 

"Should  they  be  destroyed  so  people  from  the  suburbs  who  fled  the  city 
20  years  ago  can  be  able  to  get  back  quicker  to  the  city  to  loot  it?" 
Cowgill  asked. 

Transportation  Commissioner  Elwyn  Tinklenberg  said  Monday  that  the 
department  plans  to  move  ahead  even  though  there  is  continuing  opposition 
to  the  project  from  people  who  believe  it  will  mar  the  natural  and 
historic  character  of  the  area. 

"We  respect  many  of  the  concerns  that  have  been  raised  about  this 
project,"  he  said.  "We  have  attempted  to  ensure  that  the  best  possible 
information  is  available  in  guiding  our  work  in  this  corridor.  And  we 
continue  to  be  open  to  on-going  discussion  of  a sincere  and  thoughtful 
nature  but  we  will  move  forward,"  Tinklenberg  said. 

The  controversy  of  the  massive  project  is  likely  to  continue.  Although 
the  protests  have  been  nonviolent,  surveying  and  construction  crews  are 
expected  to  receive  continued  police  protection,  with  off-duty  law 
enforcement  paid  for  by  the  Department  of  Transportation . 

Bypass  construction  is  expected  to  begin  next  week.  The  tunnel  will 
support  a grassy,  land  bridge  over  the  highway  in  the  park.  When  work 
begins  on  the  bypass,  Minnehaha  Parkway  will  be  closed  at  Hwy.  55  and 
traffic  will  be  detoured  along  34th  Avenue  S.  to  E.  46th  Street. 

Awaiting  the  outcome  of  several  court  challenges  already  has  resulted  in 
a two-month  construction  delay. 

Tinklenberg  said  that  pushing  ahead  with  construction  is  "part  of  this 
administration's  commitment  to  . . . moving  beyond  just  studying  projects 
and  debating  projects  ad  infinitum.  The  people  who  live  along  the  corridor 
who  have  been  subjected  to  the  uncertainty  and  disruption  this  project  has 
entailed  deserve  closure." 

Confrontation  and  arrests 

The  nine  protesters  arrested  on  Monday  were  booked  on  charges  that 
included  criminal  trespass,  failure  to  obey  a lawful  order  and  obstruction 
of  legal  process.  One  protester,  identified  by  her  family  as  17-year-old 
Madeline  Gardner,  of  St.  Paul,  was  taken  to  Regions  Hospital  in  St.  Paul 
after  suffering  a possible  leg  injury. 

Her  mother,  Karen  Gardner,  was  critical  of  the  police  after  watching  her 
daughter  being  loaded  onto  a stretcher  and  then  into  an  ambulance. 

"They  said  she  hurt  her  leg  running  into  a tree,"  Karen  Gardner  said.  "I 
don't  buy  that  for  a minute." 

She  said  three  of  her  daughters  have  supported  the  protest  against  the 
reroute. 

"We're  proud  of  her,"  Karen  Gardner  said.  "She's  doing  the  right  thing. 
When  we  heard  this  was  happening,  we  thought  she  would  be  part  of  it." 

Police  said  there  were  no  other  significant  injuries,  although  a number 
of  protesters  complained  that  police  were  being  too  rough  on  their 
colleagues  as  they  were  being  led  away  to  vans. 

Minneapolis  Lt.  Ron  Snobeck  denied  that  police  were  rough,  saying  that 
such  allegations  are  a "standard  line"  among  protesters  who  are  being 
arrested . 

One  man  broke  through  police  lines  shortly  after  a front-end  loader 


arrived,  and  he  tried  to  attach  himself  to  the  machine  with  a bicycle  lock. 
He  was  wrestled  to  the  ground  and  subdued.  Another  man  tried  to  climb  into 
the  cab  of  the  front-end  loader  just  as  a tree  was  about  to  fall.  He  was 
tackled  by  police. 

Another  lay  down  in  front  of  a police  cruiser  and  was  dragged  away. 

Several  others  refused  to  move  when  ordered  back  by  police  and  were  taken 
into  custody.  At  one  point,  several  protesters  jumped  into  Minnehaha  Creek 
in  an  attempt  to  elude  authorities. 

The  removal  of  about  30  trees  on  Monday  angered  Minneapolis  Park  Board 
Member  Dean  Zimmerman,  who  arrived  shortly  after  work  began.  The  Park 
Board  agreed  to  a land-swap  earlier  this  year  that  gave  the  Transportation 
Department  access  to  the  bypass  site.  But  he  said  the  Transportation 
Department  assured  the  board  that  only  two  trees  would  be  taken. 

"What  can  be  done  now?  It's  just  another  example  of  trying  to  go  up 
against  MnDot's  bullying  and  lies,"  said  Zimmerman,  who  has  opposed  the 
reroute.  "You  find  a way  to  stop  them,  let  me  know." 

Department  of  Transportation  spokesman  Kent  Barnard  said  the  department 
has  made  it  clear  that  trees  would  be  removed.  Of  237  trees  in  the  reroute 
area,  137  are  scheduled  to  be  taken. 

"There  were  no  lies.  We  have  been  very  clear  about  what  we  need  to  do," 
Barnard  said. 

The  grand  plan 

To  accommodate  growing  traffic  volume,  Hwy.  55  was  designed  in  1966  as  a 
six-lane  freeway,  but  community  opposition  scaled  back  and  reshaped  it 
into  a four-lane  parkway  and  the  transformation  of  the  aging  Hiawatha 
Avenue  into  a parkway  began  in  1988. 

In  the  past  few  years,  a new  generation  of  opponents  has  objected  to  the 
path  the  highway  will  take  south  of  E.  54th  Street.  At  that  point  the  new 
road  will  separate  from  the  existing  Hiawatha  Avenue  alignment  and  veer 
east  closer  to  Minnehaha  Park  and  closer  to  the  bluff  overlooking  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Environmentalists  and  some  American  Indians  object  to  the  loss  of  large 
oak  trees  and  to  the  infringement  of  the  road  near  historic  Camp  Coldwater, 
which  Indians  accept  as  a sacred  site. 

The  entire  project,  including  a new  interchange  at  Hwy.  55  and  Crosstown 
Hwy.  62  is  not  scheduled  to  be  finished  until  the  fall  of  2001.  The  first 
segment  of  the  road,  between  E.  32nd  Street  and  E.  46th  Street  was  opened 
in  1990. 

c.  Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Camp  Dustice/Pine  Ridge"  

From:  PejiWi@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  21  3ul  1999  22:34:30  EDT 

Subj : CAMP  3USTICE  - PINERIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  SOUTH  DAKOTA 

This  is  another  that  I received  from  Mick  Wicks  that  you  may  be  interested 
in  reading  or  using  on  your  web  page....Peji 

CAMP  3USTICE  - PINERIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 

Once  again,  the  Oglala  Lakota  have  made  history.  In  an  unprecedented  move, 
representatives  from  the  United  States  Government,  as  well  as  the  Governor 
of  Nebraska,  met  with  the  TRADITIONAL  people  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation . 

On  Duly  13,  1999,  United  States  Attorney  Tom  Monaghan,  Nebraska  Governor 
Mike  Dohanns,  and  other  Federal  and  state  official  met  with  the  Oglala 
Lakota  people  at  CAMP  DUSTICE  on  the  South  Dakota/Nebraska  border. 

Although  the  Governor  had  originally  agreed  to  a closed  meeting,  he  was 
received  at  the  unincorporated,  lawless  village  of  White  Clay,  NE  by  over 
150  Oglala  Lakota  people.  While  aides  feared  for  his  safety,  the 
Governor  agreed  to  an  open  forum  meeting  at  the  peace  camp. 

Representatives  for  CAMP  DUSTICE  provided  the  Federal  and  state 
officials  with  the  following  list  of  demands  for  justice: 

Demand  a full  and  complete  investigation  on  all  human  and  civil  rights 


violations  which  have  occurred  in  Sheridan  County,  NE  since  the  legalized 
hanging  of  Lakota  people  ceased,  to  the  present  day  murders  of  Martin  Bull 
Bear,  Ron  Hard  Heart,  Wally  Back  Elk,  Little  John  Means,  and  many  others. 

Immediate  closure  of  all  alcohol  establishments  in  White  Clay  until  a 
license  is  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  his  representative . 
See  1904  Presidential  Executive  Order. 

Return  of  original  designated  Pine  Ridge  Agency  lands  (which  includes 
White  Clay,  NE)  as  noted  in  the  1868  Treaty  with  the  U.  S.  Government. 

Creation  of  a permanent  Civil  Rights  Office  in  Sheridan  County,  NE  to 
address  human  and  civil  rights  violations  against  indigenous  Lakota 
people . 

Immediate  removal  of  Sheridan  County  Sheriff  Terry  Robbins  for  cover-up 
of  Deputy  Randy  Metcalf's  criminal  activities  against  indigenous  Lakota 
people . 

Establish  a law  requiring  data  collection  on  all  traffic  stops  to 
include  state,  county,  and  municipal  law  enforcement  to  record  the  race  of 
every  motorist  they  stop.  See  North  Carolina  Law. 

Importantly,  on  Duly  10,  1999,  eviction  notices  were  posted  on  four 
alcohol  establishments  and  1 grocery  store  in  the  controversial  village  of 
White  Clay,  NE.  At  the  Duly  13,  1999  meeting  with  the  Governor,  the 
Oglala  Lakota  people  informed  him  that  there  were  28  days  left  on  the 
eviction  notices  and  that  it  is  their  intent  to  enforce  those  notices  if 
the  business  owners  do  not  comply.  The  Governor  stated  that  he  would 
meet  with  his  aides  to  develop  task  forces  to  investigate  the  issues  at 
hand.  State/Federal  representatives  have  requested  the  Oglala  Lakota 
stop  their  weekly  "WALK  FOR  JUSTICE"  to  White  Clay  until  they  can  set  up 
the  task  forces. 

The  Oglala  Lakota  people  responded  by  saying  they  will  continue  their 
"WALK  FOR  JUSTICE"  until  justice  is  served!  They  are  also  calling  for  an 
economic  boycott  of  all  Nebraska  retailers.  The  next  march  is 
scheduled  for  Duly  17,  1999.  Rally  at  10:00  a.m.,  followed  by  a peaceful 
march  at  12:00  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dale  Looks  Twice  (media  coordinator)  or 
Floyd  Hand  at  (605)  867-5762. 

CAMP  JUSTICE  internet/email  Liason 

Mike  Wicks  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  American  Indian  Cultural  Support 

There  are  none  so  blind  P.  0.  Box  1783 

as  those  who  will  not  see  Lutz,  FL  33548-1783 

Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 
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"RE : Are  Murder  and  Indian  Incompatible  in  the  Media"  

Date:  Sat,  24  3ul  1999  01:21:56  EDT 
From:  PejiWi@aol.com 

Subj : Are  Murder  and  Indian  Incompatible  in  the  Media?  7/23/99 

Please  take  the  time  to  read  this:  and  send  out 

To:  <kolahq@skynet . be> 

Date:  Fri,  23  Dul  1999  15:01:27  -0500 

From:  "David  Rider"  <dprider@concentric.net>[Unable  to  display  image] 

Subj:  Are  Murder  and  Indian  Incompatible  in  the  Media? 

I am  sending  this  to  Kola,  as  per  their  request,  and  to  a few 
bcc  recipients  in  the  hope  that  some  of  you  may  help  to  get 
word  out  on  the  staggering  rates  of  violent  crimes  committed 
against  Indians  by  non-Indians,  and  the  media's  continual 
neglect  of  the  subject.  The  article  that  follows  is  posted  at 
the  Minority's  lob  Bank  under  the  History  and  the  Law  section 
of  their  Native  Village.  They  hold  temporary  copyright  on  the 
article  but  have  given  me  permission  to  circulate  the  article 
as  widely  as  possible.  If  any  of  you  care  to  help,  please  do. 

Thank  you  for  your  trouble. 


dave 


Racially  motivated  murders  in  the  United  States  generally  receive 
considerable  national  media  attention.  All  the  national  TV  news  networks 
and  a host  of  major  newspapers  covered  the  recent  murders  of  Ricky  Byrdsong 
and  Won-loon  Yoon  by  a white  supremacist  from  Chicago,  Benjamin  Smith. 
Reporters  noted  that  Smith  also  targeted  lews  in  addition  to  African 
Americans  and  Asians.  The  nation  also  paid  attention  last  year  when  lames 
Byrd,  Ir.  was  tied  to  a pickup  truck  and  dragged  to  his  death  near  lasper, 
Texas . 

America  pays  attention  when  the  victims  of  racially  motivated  violence 
are  African  Americans,  Asians,  or  lews.  But  when  Wilson  Black  Elk,  lr.,  and 
Ronald  Hard  Heart  were  murdered,  hardly  anyone  noticed.  Black  Elk  and  Hard 
Heart  were  bludgeoned  to  death,  their  bodies  dumped  along  the  road  that  runs 
between  the  town  of  Whiteclay,  Nebraska,  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in 
South  Dakota.  The  reservation  is  the  homeland  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  or 
"Sioux"  Nation. 

Black  Elk's  niece,  Rayette  Black  Elk,  was  with  her  uncle  in  Whiteclay  a 
few  weeks  before  the  murders.  Their  vehicle  was  pulled  over  by  the  owner  of 
a tavern  in  Whiteclay.  The  white  tavern  owner  warned  that  if  Black  Elk  did 
not  pay  his  bar  tab  of  $90  by  the  end  of  the  day,  he  would  have  "the  sheriff 
or  his  boys  handle  it."  Sheriff  Terry  Robbins  denied  that  he  or  his 
deputies  killed  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart,  but  suspicions  remain  high  in 
Indian  Country  because  of  the  pattern  of  violence  by  white  men,  including 
law  enforcement  officers,  against  Indians  over  many  years. 

Whiteclay,  just  two  miles  down  the  road  from  Pine  Ridge,  has  a population 
of  22.  This  tiny  village  is  home  to  one  grocery  store,  several  fast-food 
outlets,  and  four  taverns.  The  taverns  together  sell  between  three  and  four 
million  dollars  worth  of  alcohol  each  year,  almost  all  of  it  to  Indians  from 
the  nearby  reservation.  When  Indians  walk  or  drive  to  Whiteclay,  they  are 
often  met  by  whites  who  verbally  or  physically  abuse  the  Natives.  The  same 
scene  is  played  out  in  countless  small  towns  near  reservations  throughout 
America . 

The  United  States  Department  of  Justice  recently  released  a report  on 
violent  crime  in  America  during  the  years  1992  to  1996.  Roughly  five 
percent  of  Americans  were  victimized  by  violent  crime  in  a given  year.  The 
rate  of  violent  crimes  against  Indians,  by  contrast,  was  more  than  twice  as 
high:  12.4  percent  of  American  Indians  were  victimized  by  violent  crime  each 
year . 

The  Justice  report  also  noted  that  most  violent  crimes  committed  against 
whites  are  also  committed  by  whites:  69  percent.  Likewise,  most  violent 
crimes  committed  against  African  Americans  are  also  committed  by  African 
Americans:  81  percent.  In  sharp  contrast  to  these  figures,  Indians  commit 
only  29  per  cent  of  the  violent  crimes  committed  against  Indians. 

Non-Indians  are  responsible  for  a full  71  percent  of  the  violent  crimes 
committed  against  Indians. 

The  disparity  in  crime  rates  against  Indians  and  others  persists  at  all 
income  levels.  Indians  with  an  annual  income  of  $10,000  or  less  are  victims 
of  violent  crime  at  an  annual  rate  of  18.4  percent,  by  far  the  highest  rate 
of  any  racial  group  at  any  income  level. 

These  statistics  on  crime  in  Indian  Country  are  only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.  Per  capita  income  in  the  United  States  is  $35,225,  according  to  the 
most  recent  reports  by  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs.  Per  capital  income  of  Indians  is  barely  more  than  half  of  that: 
$21,619. 

Further,  the  most  valuable  commodity  on  Indian  reservations  is  the  land. 
But  since  much  of  that  land  is  held  "In  Trust"  by  the  United  States,  it 
cannot  be  used  by  Indians  as  collateral  for  loans  to  build  or  buy  homes. 

The  National  American  Indian  Housing  Council  released  a report  in  July  1999, 
which  notes  that  half  of  American  Indians  who  applied  for  conventional 
mortgages  were  rejected.  That  rejection  rate  is  twice  as  high  as  that  for 
the  rest  of  America. 

Housing  among  Indians  is  the  poorest  of  any  ethnic  group  in  the  United 
States.  For  those  living  on  or  near  reservations,  59%  of  American  Indians 
live  in  substandard  homes.  29%  are  homeless.  The  remainder,  only  14%,  have 


homes  that  meet  minimum  federal  housing  standards.  Americans  take  modern 
conveniences  like  telephones  and  indoor  plumbing  for  granted.  Yet  fewer 
than  half  of  American  Indians  even  have  a telephone;  20  per  cent  of 
reservation  homes  lack  indoor  plumbing. 

Americans  have  prospered  in  recent  years  as  the  national  economy  has 
brought  unemployment  to  the  neighborhood  of  4 percent  and  below  in  many 
regions.  Yet  half  of  all  Indians  are  unemployed.  Only  18  per  cent  of 
American  children,  ages  6 to  11,  live  in  poverty.  But  38  per  cent  of 
American  Indian  children  live  in  poverty. 

It  is  even  worse  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation.  Shannon  County,  South 
Dakota,  has  been  the  poorest  county  in  America  for  the  past  30  years. 
Unemployment  on  the  reservation  now  stands  at  73  percent. 

The  staggering  rates  of  violent  crime  committed  by  non-Indians  against 
Indians  is  heaped  on  top  of  these  depressing  statistics  on  poverty, 
unemployment,  and  housing.  But  they  come  as  no  surprise  to  anyone 
acquainted  with  American  history.  The  Great  Plains  have  been  a veritable 
killing  field  for  Indians  since  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1851  permitted 
white  travelers  to  pass  through  the  region  on  their  way  to  the  Oregon  and 
California  Territories.  Depredations  against  Indians  in  the  1850' s and 
1860's  were  so  frequent  that  traditional  Indian  leaders  called  for 
abrogation  of  the  1851  Treaty.  The  last  straw  came  in  1864  when  Dohn 
Milton  Chivington,  an  ordained  minister  in  the  Methodist  Church,  led  600 
volunteers  into  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  town  of  Sand  Creek  and  slaughtered 
more  than  200  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children. 

The  war  that  ensued  between  the  United  States  and  an  alliance  of  Cheyenne, 
Arapaho,  and  Lakota  Nations  ended  in  1868  when  the  United  States  sued  for 
peace.  The  resulting  Treaty  of  1868  acknowledged  that  all  land  west  of  the 
Missouri  river  and  east  of  the  Oregon  Territory  was  sovereign  Indian 
Territory.  The  Treaty  forbade  whites  from  even  passing  through  the 
Territory  without  permission  from  Indians.  Those  treaty  provisions  were 
never  enforced. 

When  gold  was  discovered  in  the  Black  Hills  in  the  1870' s,  a flood  of 
fortune  seekers  literally  invaded  the  land,  despite  explicit  prohibitions 
by  United  States  federal  law.  Depredations  against  Indians  accelerated.  Two 
of  the  Lakota  Nation's  most  respected  leaders.  Crazy  Horse  and  Sitting  Bull, 
were  both  murder  victims. 

Border  towns  near  the  reservations  in  South  Dakota  remain  a killing  ground 
today.  In  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  during  just  the  past  year,  Ben  Long 
Wolf,  George  Hatton,  Allen  Hough,  Royce  Yellow  Hawk,  Randell  Two  Crow,  and 
Lauren  Two  Bulls  have  died  violent  deaths.  A spokesman  for  the  Rapid  City 
Police  Department  maintains  the  standard  position  that  there  is  no  hate 
crime  involvement  in  these  murders;  they  are  merely  accidents  in  a town 
where  murder  of  white  people  is  virtually  nonexistent. 

President  Clinton  paid  a visit  to  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  on  Duly  7, 
1999.  The  week  before  his  visit,  the  body  of  Timothy  Bull  Bear  Sr.  was 
found  in  Rapid  Creek,  which  runs  through  Rapid  City.  The  day  after 
Clinton's  visit,  another  dead  body  was  found  in  Rapid  Creek.  Captain  Bill 
Armstrong  said  it  is  being  treated  as  yet  another  homicide.  The  national 
media  continue  to  ignore  the  murder  of  Indians. 

ine  Ridge  has  many  heroes.  Their  Oglala  ancestors  include  Crazy  Horse, 

Man  Afraid  of  His  Horses,  Red  Cloud  and  others  who  inspire  their  descendants 
even  today.  Despite  the  poverty,  lack  of  adequate  housing,  and  enormous 
crime  rates  inflicted  against  them  by  non-Indians,  Oglalas  today  are 
fighting  for  justice.  Tom  Poor  Bear,  half-brother  of  the  murdered  Black 
Elk,  and  Floyd  Hand  have  established  Camp  Dustice  at  the  Nebraska-South 
Dakota  State  line.  A village  of  two  tipis  and  several  tents,  the  Camp  is 
intended  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  national  media  to  concerns  among  the 
Oglala  and  other  Indian  people.  Dale  Looks  Twice  and  Russell  Means  are  also 
among  the  leaders  at  Camp  Dustice. 

They  want  police  to  step  up  the  investigation  into  the  murders  of  Black 
Elk  and  Hard  Heart.  They  want  to  bring  attention  to  the  numerous  unsolved 
murders  of  Indians  in  recent  years.  They  note  that  the  town  of  Whiteclay  is 
situated  among  ridges  lined  by  pine  trees,  all  of  which  belongs  to  the 
Lakota  Nation,  as  outlined  in  the  Treaty  of  1868.  And  they  want  the  taverns 
in  Whiteclay  to  close. 


What  can  we  in  do  to  help?  The  good  people  at  Camp  Justice  need 
food  and  supplies  to  keep  themselves  and  the  volunteers  there  from  going 
hungry.  To  support  their  stand  against  violence  and  against  alcohol,  we  can 
send  money  orders  to  Camp  Justice,  c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear,  P.0.  Box  823,  Pine 
Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770. 

David  P.  Rider,  Ph.D. 

Associate  Professor 

Xavier  University  of  Louisiana 

"RE : Wall  of  Silence  around  Peltier"  

Date:  24  Jul  1999  06:25:52  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (JT  Road) 

Subj : WALL  OF  SILENCE  around  PELTIER 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

To:  isco@efn.org  (Beth) 


Beth-- 

I'm  on  AIROS  "Different  Drums"  tonight  (4AM),  5 PM  Sat,  4am  Sun,  5 p 
Sun. .. .double  check  these. . .they' re  Eastern  Time  (ET)  Click  on  AIROS 

Are  you  sending  off  that  message  of  mine  into  cyberspace?  Thanks  for  all 
your  help,  Beth.  There's  still  almost  no  media  coverage  of  Leonard's  book, 
I'm  sorry  to  say.  Not  a single  metro  daily--to  my  knowledge--has  reviewed 
or  even  mentioned  it.  They're  building  a WALL  OF  SILENCE  around  it.  I see 
now,  that's  their  strategy:  keep  the  book  away  from  the  American  public  at 
large;  see  that  it's  sold  only  at  the  fringes  and  periphery. 

Ask  people--how  can  we  tear  down  that  WALL  OF  SILENCE--as  political  and 
evil,  to  my  mind,  as  the  BERLIN  WALL.  I believe  the  Internet's  the  place 
to  do  it... as  well  as  the  streets  where  the  books  are  sold.  Why  is  the 
Washington  POST  not  being  picketed?  Their  silence  for  years  on  Peltier 
SCREAMS  for  a public  outcry.  One  thing's  for  sure,  to  use  a slight  wrinkle 
on  the  Washington  POST's  own  slogan, 

"IF  YOU  GET  IT  (the  Washington  POST),  YOU  DON'T  GET  IT  (the  REAL  news  of 
Leonard  Peltier  and  what's  really  going  on  in  the  country.) 

The  major  papers  and  media  outlets  of  this  country  are  apparently  all 
complicit  in  this  spineless  silence.  Leonard's  poem  "The  Message,"  from  his 
book  PRISON  WRITINGS,  reads  almost  prophetically: 

Silence,  they  say,  is  the  voice  of  complicity. 

But  silence  is  impossible. 

Silence  screams. 

Silence  is  a message, 

just  as  doing  nothing  is  an  act. 

Beth,  any  way  you  can  help  break  through  or  down  or  leap  over  or  tunnel 
under  this  WALL  OF  SILENCE,  please  do--and  encourage  EVERYBODY  to  do  the 
same!  We  must  each  be  an  Army  of  One  in  Leonard's  behalf  until  they  come  to 
their  senses,  end  this  ongoing  "ethnic-cleansing"  against  Indian  People,  and 
give  our  brother  back  to  us--and  by  "us"  I mean  the  whole  of  humanity. 

I see  the  media's  silence  on  Peltier  and  many  other  crucial  issues  as  "A 
CONSPIRACY  OF  IGNORANCE"--nobody' s TELLING  them  not  to  publish;  they're  just 
afraid  if  they  publish  the  truth  somebody  WILL  give  them  a hard  time.  It's 
my  belief  the  FBI,  DOI  etc  would  just  as  soon  let  Leonard  quietly  out; 
politically  they  can't  say  so,  can  only  mouth  the  old  lies,  but  they  of  all 
people  know  what  REALLY  happened  and  they  know  LEONARD  was  framed  and 
kangarooed  in  a manner  worthy  of  the  KGB.  Louis  Freeh  and  the  others  would 
just  as  soon  put  this  travesty  behind  them.  Millions  have  demanded  they  do 
so.  Why  drag  this  baggage  from  the  darkest  days  of  the  Cold  War  into  a new 
Millennium?  The  time  to  free  Leonard  is  NOW!!!  I'm  putting  my  prayers  on 
the  FBI  doing  the  right  thing  and  whispering  to  Bill,  even  as  you  read  this, 
to  sign  Leonard's  executive  clemency  appeal. 


It  will  be  the  noblest  moment  in  any  of  their  lives! 
/Harvey  Arden 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Duly  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Daniels,  Larry 
#189777 

H.  U.  4-86  D.C.C.C. 

PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Doolin,  Timothy  Allieun 
#502716 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 
Date  of  Birth:  9/14/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Davis,  Dale  Nelson 
#217-638 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE;  La . . . la . . . la . . . loving  you"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Dun  1999  23:54:08  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : La ...  la ...  la .. . loving  you . . . 


Darnell,  Perry  Wayne 
Boyd  Unit 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 
Ancestry:  Kiowa/Tonkawa 

DuBry,  Lloyde  S. 

#42142  K-202 
LCF  PO  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 
Date  of  Birth:  3/20/60 
Ancestry:  Sioux/Blackfoot 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I can  hear  the  music  now  as  the  song  starts.  I think  we  all  know  that 
certain  songs  when  we  hear  them  take  us  back  through  time  as  it  were  to 
a better  place.  A time  of  innocence,  yearning  and  love,  all  in  a moment 
once  you  hear  it . . . 

The  strings  of  a violin  start  slowly  and  I hear  the  words ... "Guys  come 
to  you  with  lines  that  aren't  true  and  you  pass  them  by..." 

I am  standing  in  our  old  wooden  house  just  finishing  washing  my  face 
and  hands  from  the  wash  basin,  and  my  hair  is  combed.  I favored  wearing 
a simple  shirts  and  clean  blue  levis.  A mirror  hanging  up  on  the  wall 
above  the  wash  basin  brought  out  the  best  in  me.  I remember  thinking  I 
looked  pretty  good  for  a rez  boy  from  this  out  of  the  way  place, 
Toadlena.  KWYK  radio  out  of  Farmington  was  playing  on  the  transistor 
radio.  . . 

"I  don't  wear  a diamond  ring... I don't  even  know  a song  to  sing...." 

I was  in  our  old  house,  I closed  my  eyes  and  danced  slowly  around  the 
wooden  floor  and  I was  out  past  the  screen  door.  The  old  sheep  dog 
laying  there  by  the  door  watched  me  cooly  as  I danced  across  the  yard 
and  easily  jumped  the  fence  and  headed  through  the  juniper  trees. 

"let  me  try,  I don't  even  wear  a diamond  ring. .. la, la,  la,  loving 
you 

She  was  back  from  the  Mormon  placement  program,  she  looked  polished,  a 
black  long  haired  beauty  who  got  off  the  bus  from  Brigham  City,  she 
lived  down  the  road.... she  was  fair  and  she  struck  me  when  I first  saw 
her... so  she  is  from  here...mmmm,  time  to  get  to  know  this  one.... what 
was  her  name . . . 

"listen  to  me.... la  la  la  la  loving  you.... come  on  and  take  my 
hand 

We  got  to  know  each  other  from  checking  the  mail,  she  walked  up  there 
to  the  trading  post  for  her  parents  and  I just  happened  to  be  standing 
there  each  time  she  came  up.  We  started  to  talk.  She  was  here  just  for 
the  summer  and  I was  a plain  rez  boy,  but  this  was  my  time  and  my 
place.  I had  helped  her  family  with  hauling  hay  and  water,  and  her 
mother  invited  me  to  eat  with  them. 

"You  will  see  the  things  I said  are  true.... the  way  I am  say  them  to 
you... listen  to  me. . .la. .la. .la. .la. .la. .loving  you" 

Their  place  was  simple,  they  had  no  electricity  or  running  water... we 
were  simple  people... and  I knew  her  family.  Some  would  call  them  poor, 
but  we  were  all  that  way  there.  I had  nothing  to  offer  but  myself  and 
it  was  good  enough.  I knew  where  she  came  from  and  though  I was  not 
like  the  white  boys  she  had  known  from  Utah.... she  was  a Navajo 
Girl... she  gave  me  life  and  brought  some  things  I had  never  known  to 
this  out  of  the  way  place.  Her  roots  were  from  this  land,  this  home, 
the  hogan,  and  sagebrush  and  though  she  tried  to  forget  it,  in  time 
these  things  returned  and  she  was  mine... 

"All  I know  these  things  are  true.... I love  you... I never  saw  a girl  I 
needed  in  this  world... you  are  the  one  for  me,  let  me  hold  you  in  my 
arms . . " 

This  was  the  time  when  we  stood  next  to  each  other,  and  with  a knowing 
look,  she  came  close  to  me... there  was  an  aura  about  her,  and  I was  a 
part  of  it... we  stood  there  on  a dusty  plain,  in  sand,  with  sagebrush 
moving  softly  in  the  breeze  and  danced  to  this  song. . .there  was  nothing 
like  it... she  was  my  everything. .. .taking  my  breath  and  life  and  my 
heart  forever,  so  it  is  with  such  things... 

The  song  ends  and  I am  back  driving  down  the  highway,  my  mirror  shows 
my  face  a little  older  and  far  from  that  time  and  place.  It  was  a short 
journey,  a sense  of  life  and  feelings  remembered  for  a time  and  so  I go 
on  down  the  road. .. .wishing  her  well  where  ever  she  maybe... 

<A  REF="http : //www. geocities . com/SoHo/Nook/1574/">Navajo  Spaceships</A> 

"RE : Book  Review:  Newspaper  Indian"  


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  09:15:44  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-25-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Journalism  101:  Creation  of  stereotypes  examined  in  Coward's  'Newspaper 
Indian ’ 

By  JUDY  RANDLE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
7/11/99 

A story  of  perseverance  and  luck  surrounds  Tulsan  John  Coward's  first 
book,  "The  Newspaper  Indian." 

A timely  look  at  newspapers  and  their  reporting  practices  during 
America's  westward  expansion  in  the  19th  century,  the  book  documents,  for 
the  first  time,  events  that  shaped  this  country's  conflicting  impressions 
of  American  Indians  --  stereotypes  that  remain  to  this  day. 

The  book's  appearance  this  spring  was  fortuitous.  The  role  of  newspapers 
and  news  media  is  under  intense  public  scrutiny  and  Native  Americans  and 
other  minorities  are  clamoring  to  be  heard  in  their  own  voices  as  they 
struggle  to  overcome  the  impressions  of  their  world  interpreted  through 
the  lens  of  white  social  norms. 

The  unassuming  communications  department  faculty  chairman  and  professor 
at  the  University  of  Tulsa,  happily  acknowledges  the  positive  reception 
his  work  is  receiving. 

Coward's  soft  accent  and  slow  pace  reflect  his  Tennessee  roots,  but  the 
words  tumble  out  as  he  talks  about  his  years  of  research  and  work. 

Fie  completed  his  undergraduate  and  graduate  studies  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Knoxville  and  at  East  Tennessee  State  University.  Those  years 
were  interspersed  with  a tour  of  duty  as  a Navy  officer  during  the  Vietnam 
conflict,  and  a 3-  year  stint  working  for  a newspaper. 

After  teaching  for  three  years  at  Emory  & Henry  University  in  southwest 
Virginia,  Coward  moved  to  the  University  of  Texas  in  Austin  to  begin  work 
on  his  doctoral  dissertation,  slowly  backing  into  his  book. 

As  he  searched  for  a topic  he  first  had  to  decide  between  two  angles: 
media  law,  which  includes  areas  such  as  libel  law  and  First  Amendment 
issues,  or  the  history  of  journalism. 

He  was  drawn  toward  history,  a natural  inclination,  and  he  would  later 
dedicate  the  book  to  his  late  father,  "a  history  major  . . . from  whom  I 
learned  more  about  life  --  and  history  --  than  I knew." 

As  Coward  discussed  options  with  his  dissertation  committee  and  his 
advisor,  Marvin  Olasky,  he  began  to  focus  on  the  19th  century,  a time  of 
much  change. 

"In  fact,  said  Coward,  "the  19th  century  is  enormously  important  to 
understand  the  20th  century.  Just  look  what  happened  during  those  years. 

"The  telegraph  was  invented  and  expanded  communication.  It  was  a time  of 
sensationalism  in  the  media.  The  Civil  War  was  fought.  The  westward 
expansion  took  place  along  with  the  Indian  removal  and  Indian  wars.  The 
railroads  were  built,  the  Teapot  Dome  scandal  was  exposed  and  the  rise  of 
the  labor  movement  began. 

"It  was  a time  of  conflict,  war,  death  and  human  tragedy." 

As  Coward  analyzed  those  events  and  journalism's  impact  on  them  he 
settled  on  the  period  of  western  expansion  --  Indians  and  the  press.  He 
raced  to  the  library  expecting  to  find  that  someone  had  already  done  that 
subject . 

"But  no  one  had,"  he  said.  Instead,  he  found  most  references  focused  on 
art,  sculpture  and  poetry,  works  such  as  "Hiawatha"  in  poetry  and 
paintings  by  Alfred  Bierstadt  and  George  Catlin. 

So,  he  began  a period  of  daily  visits  to  the  basement  of  the  University 
of  Texas  library. 

"It  was  like  having  a job.  I went  in  every  day  to  read  microfilm  from  9 
a.m.  to  around  1 p.m.,  when  I got  hungry." 

He  was  advised  not  to  focus  on  the  eastern  press,  especially  the  New 


York  Times,  Tribune  and  Herald  because  there  was  much  more  diversity  on 
the  issue  in  other  papers. 

Austin  had  quite  a few  of  these  other  papers,  and  librarians  put  him  on 
to  the  "de  pository"  where  they  kept  the  hard  copies  of  papers  that  he 
could  actually  thumb  through  and  read.  Some  of  the  better  old  papers 
turned  out  to  be  from  South  Dakota,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  and  the  U.S. 
Gazette  from  Philadelphia.  Gilcrease  Museum  drew  him  to  Tulsa  to  read  from 
its  archives. 

The  Cherokee  Advocate,  which  carries  the  title  of  America's  First  Native 
American  Newspaper,  was  founded  in  1828  in  Georgia  as  the  Cherokee  Phoenix 
It  was  published  in  both  English  and  Cherokee.  After  the  Trail  of  Tears  it 
re-established  in  Oklahoma.  Interest  in  the  paper  rose  and  fell  through 
the  decades,  paralleling  both  news  events  of  the  time  and  editorial  energy 

It  came  roaring  back  with  its  coverage  of  the  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn 
and  exercised  a strong  editorial  voice  for  American  Indians.  Still  being 
published,  it  has  slipped  back  into  more  of  an  in-house  paper  or 
newsletter  for  the  Cherokees. 

Another  more  recent  voice.  The  Indian  lournal  of  Eufaula  was  established 
as  an  intertribal  paper. 

The  dissertation  became  fact  and  Coward  moved  to  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  journalism  department  in  Norman  where  he  taught  for  a year  and  a 
half.  When  he  came  to  TU,  he  began  expanding  his  paper  into  a book,  which 
was  published  this  spring  by  the  University  of  Illinois  Press  as  a volume 
in  its  series,  "The  History  of  Communication,"  edited  by  Robert  W. 
McChesney  and  lohn  C.  Nerone. 

Although  written  in  the  heavily  footnoted  style  of  academic  papers,  the 
book  is  fascinating  reading. 

In  his  introduction  Coward  concludes,  "...ideological,  organizational, 
and  technological  forces  shaped  popular  Indian  identities  in  the  19th- 
century  press.  These  forces  demonstrate,  in  fact,  how  Indian  identities 
were  less  the  intentional  result  of  overt  newspaper  bias  or  editorial 
personalities  than  of  a fundamental  interaction  between  the  major 
ideologies  of  nineteenth-century  American  life  --  individualism, 
capitalism,  Protestantism,  Manifest  Destiny,  and  social  progress  --  and  an 
evolving  set  of  news-making  practices. 

"Thus  the  ideological  and  cultural  assumptions  of  conventional  news,  the 
embrace  of  "official"  views  over  alternative  explanations,  the  need  for 
profits  and  appeal  to  the  masses,  the  rise  of  the  adventure-  seeking 
reporter,  and  the  standardization  of  news-gathering  practices  all  operated 
to  ensure  that  journalism  would  interpret  Native  Americans  in  particular 
ways,  most  of  them  harmful  to  native  people." 
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FRUIT. 

Dudge  not  of  trees  nor  tell  their  worth 
By  roots  deep  hidden  in  the  earth. 


By  trunk  that  standeth  straight  and  tall 
By  leaves  that  quickly  fade  and  fall. 


Tudge  not  of  trees  by  blossoms  fair. 

Whose  transient  sweetness  fills  the  air. 
Tudge  not  by  buds  that  burst  and  blow 
E're  melts  the  winter's  lingering  snow. 

The  branches  may  be  a lifeless  part. 

The  trunk  be  rotten  at  the  heart. 

The  leaves  and  buds  and  blossoms  sweet 
May  be  but  pledges  incomplete. 

Not  thus  shall  you  the  virtue  know 
Of  trees,  nor  mortal  men,  I trow. 

By  none  of  these  from  twigs  to  roots. 
But,  "Ye  shall  know  them  by  their  fruits." 
-[George  Carmichael. 


OUR  SOLDIER  BOY  IN  CUBA. 


Edward  Oga,  of  the  8th  United  States  Infantry,  Company  A,  now 
stationed  at  Havana,  Cuba,  says  by  a recent  letter: 

"I  thought  I would  ask  you  to  send  the  INDIAN  HELPER  for  me.  I cannot 
get  along  without  it. 

I am  lonesome  here  sometimes,  and  I would  like  to  know  what  is  going 
on  at  dear  old  Carlisle. 

In  Cuba  it  rains  most  everyday,  but  it  don't  rain  all  day,  it  rains 
about  one  hour  every  day. 

After  it  rains,  it  is  hot,  but  we  don  not  mind  it.  I am  enjoying 
myself  at  my  duties. 

We  do  guard  duty  all  over  the  city. 

We  expect  to  come  back  to  the  States  most  every  day,  and  from  the 
states  we  go  to  the  Philipines. 

I never  thought  about  mosquitoes  before  I came  to  Cuba,  but  I have 
found  out  that  there  are  more  mosquitoes  in  Cuba  than  there  are  Cubans. 

I like  Cuba  all  right,  only  I do  not  like  mosquitoes,  scratched  myself 
night  after  night." 

EVERYBODY  DELIGHTED  - A BIT  OF  KINDNESS. 


A subscriber  in  Kutztown,  for  a boy  who  when  he  subscribed  for  THE 
HELPER  said  he  would  take  a dollar's  worth  out  of  it,  says  in  relation 
to  the  Band  which  played  recently  at  the  Commencement  Exercises  at  the 
Kutztown  Normal: 

"Everybody  was  delighted  at  the  Indian  Band  and  the  music  at  the 
Normal  School  here  on  Tune  29th. 

Among  other  things  a bit  of  kindness  was  noticed. 

A man  driving  up  town  with  a wagon-wheel  in  his  buggy,  lost  the  wheel, 
and  quick  as  a flash,  two  men  from  the  Indian  Band  who  were  coming  the 
same  way,  sprang  out  on  the  street  and  replaced  the  wheel. 

From  the  way  they  manipulated  that  wheel,  I judged  them  to  be  expert 
athletes . 

How  many  of  the  people  in  sight  would  have  done  the  same? 

Those  two  deserve  merit  marks  and  they  will  be  good  for  something  in 
their  days. 

H.  K.  DEISHER . 


THE  FOURTH  OF  TULY  BAND  CONCERT  APPRECIATED. 


The  Carlisle  Evening  Sentinel  has  this  to  say  of  the  open  air  concert 
given  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth: 

A beautiful  night,  cool  breezes,  brilliant  fireworks  and  the  soothing 
influence  of  dreamy  music  is  what  greeted  those  music  lovers  of  our  town 
who  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  hear  one  of  the  Indian  Band 


concerts  on  the  school  grounds  last  evening.  They  were  amply  repaid  for 
their  visit,  as  Prof.  Wheelock's  band  entertained  in  a very  creditable 
manner.  The  Mexican  Waltz  was  loudly  applauded,  being  rendered  in  a 
fascinating  manner.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  concerts  will  be 
repeated . 
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Emerson  said:  "Do  not  allow  the  glance  of  any  presuming  person  to 
determine  your  standing  in  the  world.  A gentleman  never  dodges,  his 
eyes  look  straight  forward,  and  he  assures  the  party,  first  of  all  that 
he  has  been  met." 

Released  from  study's  throes,  our  students  joyously  seek  their  retreat 
to  the  country  and  seashore.  The  burdensome  care  with  which  a students' 
life  is  ever  fraught  have  given  away  to  the  pleasant  expectations  to  a 
most  enjoyable  summer  outing.  When  considering  this,  perhaps  the  most 
joyous  time  of  the  twelve  months  to  the  students,  there  is,  however  an 
inclination  to  those  who  do  not  know  the  Carlisle's  "Outing  System"  to 
associate  and  even  place  side  by  side  the  words  "vacation"  and 
"idleness."  This,  we  venture  to  say  that  during  the  months  of 
recreation  it  is  the  inviolate  rule  for  the  student  to  cast  his  books  to 
a far  removed  undisturbed  corner  to  replace  them  by  the  experiences  and 
practical  lessons  that  he  or  she  can  get  from  the  knocks  of  an  unkind 
world . 

Our  eight  delegates  from  the  Northfield  Students'  Conference  have  just 
returned.  They  report  a most  profitable  time  spiritually  and  promise 
much  help  in  our  religious  work  during  the  year.  They  report  the 
attendance  at  the  Conference  very  large  and  the  work  from  year  to  year 
deepens  in  intensity  and  earnestness.  The  Missionary  Institute,  the 
College  Y.M.C.A.  Conferences,  and  Bible  Study  departments  were  usually 
well  conducted  and  will  be  a great  power  toward  bringing  up  to  a higher 
level  these  important  branches  of  the  work  in  our  college  and  school 
associations.  The  Conference  was  a success,  it  will  make  itself  felt  in 
the  lives  of  the  delegates  and  the  Christian  work  of  the  institutions 
from  whence  they  came.  The  hundreds  who  attended  go  out  over  our  broad 
land  glad  for  the  life,  light,  power,  that  emanates  from  Northfield. 

Our  own  delegates  will  ever  live  on  a higher  plane  because  of  this  great 
opportunity.  Some  "sparks"  from  the  Conference  will  appear  in  the 
HELPER  from  time  to  time. 

Band  Picnic. 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock  kindly  invited  me  to  the  picnic  of  the  school 
band.  I accepted  the  invitation  hoping  to  hear  more  of  their  music. 
Tuesday  was  to  be  the  day;  at  ten  o'clock  I presented  myself  at  the 


Dining  Hall  where  a wagon  was  loaded  up  with  the  refreshments  for  the 
picnickers  and  a big  bass  drum  which  the  boys  could  not  carry,  although 
they  had  started  ahead  with  all  the  other  instruments.  Mr.  Wheelock  and 
I reached  the  "Lower  Farm"  where  the  picnic  was  to  be,  at  eleven 
o'clock.  There  were  two  rival  concerts  in  progress  on  our  arrival.  The 
band  had  divided  itself.  One  part  stood  under  a great  sycamore  tree  by 
the  babbling  spring,  the  other  located  itself  under  a huge  spreading  elm 
on  the  river  bank,  each  division  having  over  twenty-five  men  so  that 
there  was  plenty  of  music  emanated  from  their  awfully  twisted  up 
instruments.  They  gave  music  that  would  make  any  respectable  town  or 
city  proud  to  claim  them.  It  was  an  interesting  sight  to  see  the 
procession  of  twenty  or  more  Jersey  cows  coming  to  hear  the  band  play  or 
in  quest  of  the  strange  noise. 

At  twelve  o'clock  Mr.  D.  Wheelock  announced  the  luncheon.  The 
gentlemen  settled  themselves  in  fours  upon  the  lawn  and  received  their 
"ration."  One  of  them  got  up  and  made  a few  remarks  in  an  unknown 
savage  tongue  at  least  unintelligible  to  most  of  them.  His  interpreter 
said  something  to  the  effect  that  all  must  observe  the  propriety  of 
table  etiquette. 

In  the  afternoon  there  were  games  of  football  and  other  sports. 
Following  this  the  boys  scattered  in  groups  of  twos  and  fours.  About 
2:30  Mr.  D.  Wheelock  brought  them  back  by  a bugle  call.  After  serving  a 
fine  and  luscious  lot  of  watermelons  the  whole  band  played  several 
popular  pieces.  As  they  struck  up  the  "Daphne  Polka"  one  of  the  boys' 
quick  eyes  discovered  the  presence  of  two  young  ladies  sitting  upon  the 
ground  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  listening  to  the  music.  Dust  then  a 
member  shouted  "No.  13"  which  was  a piece  entitled  "College  Potpourri" 
Bingo  and  they  all  got  as  much  music  out  of  their  respective  instruments 
as  possible.  Finally  they  struck  up  the  chorus  of  "Mary  had  a little 
lamb,"  and  the  whole  band  sang  it  with  a will,  the  two  young  ladies  on 
the  edge  of  the  woods  apparently  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  the  boys.  After 
this  Mr.  D.W.  dismissed  the  band  for  their  return  to  the  school.  I had 
an  excellent  time. 

CHARLES  ALEXANDER  EASTMAN,  M.D. 


Some  of  our  boys  and  girls  say  they  "want  to  go  home."  What  for? 

There  is  nothing  for  them  to  do  at  home,  and  their  parents  are  not  in  a 
position  to  give  them  a good  home  or  good  times.  They  don't  want  an 
idler  to  come  and  add  to  their  expenses  or  make  their  burdens  greater. 
What,  then,  does  a self-respecting  student  "Want  to  go  home"  for  when  he 
is  well  provided  for  here?  This  very  fact  is  evidence  that  he  or  she  is 
not  fitted  to  go  home.  Keep  quiet  and  learn  a little  common  sense. 

"Defeat  is  an  educator.  It  shows  wherein  you  erred  that  you  may  avoid 
the  error  in  future  battles;  it  exasperates,  adding  desperation  to 
vigor,  and  energy  to  determined  resolve."  Take  courage,  band  and 
faculty! 
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Fair  weather. 

Watermelons  galore. 

Market  is  full  of  berries. 

Miss  Senseney,  of  the  music  department  is  off  on  her  vacation. 

Delightful  weather  thus  far  but  just  now  the  warm  wave  is  upon  us. 

Fred  Lane  arrived  from  Washington  State,  and  entered  the  school  on 
Monday . 

Miss  Edith  Beale,  sister  of  Frank  Beale,  class  '00,  from  Washington 
entered  the  school  this  week. 

Misses  Paul,  Cochran,  and  Barclay  of  our  academic  force,  left  last 
Monday  for  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua  at  Mt.  Gretna. 

There  is  at  least  one  thing  that  we  as  a school  should  be  thankful  for 
and  that  is,  a good  supply  of  cold  wholesome  cistern  water. 

Mrs.  Ewbank,  of  Holton,  Kans,  has  arrived  at  the  school  and  will  take 
the  place  left  vacant  by  Mr.  Dandridge  in  the  pupils'  kitchen. 

The  tin-shop  has  been  left  to  the  sole  care  of  Dunaluski  Standingdeer 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Harkness  who  is  away  spending  his  vacation 


among  friends. 

William  Carver,  a piccolo  player  arrived  from  Haskell  Institute, 
Lawrence,  Kansas  to  join  our  band  which  is  now  preparing  for  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1900. 

Mrs.  Given  left  last  week  on  her  annual  leave  of  absence  and  the  small 
boys  are  left  in  charge  of  Miss  Weekley  and  her  little  (?)  assistant, 
Capt.  Wheelock. 

Mrs.  Rumsport,  chief  of  the  teachers'  club  culinary  department  is  away 
for  the  few  days.  Mrs.  Iordan  of  Carlisle,  is  at  present  manipulating 
the  Rumsport  utensils. 

Mrs.  Dorsett,  the  newly  appointed  Girls'  Manager,  arrived  last  Friday 
evening,  and  on  the  following  Monday  went  out  to  visit  the  girls  who  are 
out  for  the  summer. 

With  the  return  of  the  Northfield  delegation  come  two  printers,  George 
Welch  and  John  Warren,  whom  the  small  force  in  the  printing  office  are 
glad  to  welcome  back. 

There  is  no  cheaper  or  better  way  of  fanning  oneself  these  warm 
evenings  than  a trolley  ride  to  the  cave  and  back,  and  many  of  the 
pupils  and  employees  take  advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  Ralston  has  returned  after  visiting  the  boys  who  are  working  out 
on  farms  for  the  summer,  and  is  well  pleased  with  the  general  appearance 
of  them. 

Mr.  Ralston  took  a flying  trip  to  Bloomfield  on  business  for  the 
school.  He  went  by  himself  but  returned  with  one  of  the  boys  who  had 
taken  his  departure  from  the  school  grounds  without  leave. 

A very  interesting  game  of  base  ball  was  played  between  the  school 
team  and  a team  composed  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  on  Wednesday 
evening  in  which  the  faculty  succumbed  to  the  school  boys. 

Miss  Burgess  has  been  away  for  a few  days  visiting  her  parents  at 
Millville,  Pa.,  and  is  expected  home  as  we  go  to  press,  she  will 
undoubtedly  take  her  "old  stand"  from  those  who  have  usurped  her  powers 
in  the  printing  office  during  her  absence. 

Arrived  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Wheelock,  on  Sunday  evening  - a 
baby  boy. 

Mr.  Weber  and  family  returned  Tuesday  evening  after  a few  weeks  visit 
at  Reading,  Pa. 

Robert  Bruce  is  in  charge  of  the  shoe  shop  while  Mr.  Morrett,  the 
superintendent  is  off  on  his  vacation. 

Mr.  Kemp,  the  harness  shop  instructor  reports  that  three  sets  of 
double  driving  harness  have  been  shipped  to  Cheyenne  River  Agency,  South 
Dakota . 

Miss  Nancy  Seneca,  '97,  and  her  friend  Miss  Southgate  of  Smithville, 
N.D.,  both  of  Medico  Chirurgical  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  are  spending 
their  vacation  at  the  school  and  are  having  some  new  experiences  which 
they  seem  to  enjoy. 

A series  of  games  of  baseball  have  been  played  between  the  Giants  and 
the  band  team.  It  is  strange  to  say  that  with  all  the  "blowing  ability" 
the  band  boys  have,  they  have  failed  to  overcome  the  "difficult 
passages"  of  the  Giants,  consequently  defeats  have  been  their  lot. 

The  mailing  department  of  this  office  is  undergoing  a change  of  system 
and  while  every  care  is  taken  not  to  make  any  errors,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  a mistake  may  occur  and  thus  delay  some  one's  paper. 

The  subscribers  will  therefore  oblige  us  by  informing  us  at  once  of  any 
delay,  and  we  will  try  to  remedy  it. 

The  dining  Hall  floor  is  undergoing  the  usual  yearly  painting  and  all 
the  pupils  are  seated  at  one  end  of  the  Hall.  On  account  of  the  great 
wear  of  the  floor  it  is  necessary  to  paint  it  every  year,  and  the  time 
there  is  the  least  number  of  pupils  at  the  school  is  always  the  time 
selected  for  the  work. 

The  showers  and  gentle  rains  the  past  week  have  been  of  great  benefit 
to  the  growing  crops  and  vegetation  generally.  The  corn  "fairly  jumps" 
and  one  can  almost  see  it  grow.  The  rains,  however,  caused  a suspension 
of  the  harvesting  and  haying  operations,  but  probably  only  temporarily, 
as  the  sun  is  shining  beautifully  as  we  close  our  forms  for  the  press. 

After  spending  a few  days  at  his  home  in  Shamokin  Dam,  Pa.,  and  then 


going  to  North-field  with  the  delegation  sent  there  by  our  Y.M.C.A., 
Professor  Bakeless  has  returned  looking  much  the  better  for  his  outing. 
Even  though  he  says  he  has  lost  some  of  his  superfluous  weight  during 
his  stay  at  Northfield,  we  think  there  must  have  been  a slight  mistake 
in  the  scales  on  which  he  weighed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  cooks  of  the 
Northfield  campers. 

The  work  on  the  school  building  which  was  begun  a few  weeks  ago  is 
progressing  rapidly  and  already  the  foundations  have  been  laid,  and  the 
brick-layers  have  commenced  their  work.  The  school  is  growing  rapidly 
and  the  necessity  for  a larger  building  has  been  felt  for  a long  time. 

As  a larger  number  of  pupils  are  to  be  here  during  the  next  year  this 
addition  is  being  made  to  accommodate  them  all  comfortably.  The 
building  is  already  240  feet  long  and  additions  of  45  feet  are  being  put 
on  each  end,  which  will  make  it  the  longest  building  on  the  grounds. 


(page  4) 

EIGHTY-FOUR  YEARS  OLD  AND  STILL  INTERESTED. 


Those  who  are  young  in  years  often  stop  and  wonder  where  they  will  be 
at  eighty  and  what  doing. 

The  writer  of  the  following  letter  is  84  and  says: 

"I  enjoy  reading  your  paper.  You  are  doing  good  work.  Hope  you  will 
succeed  in  all  your  undertakings.  I wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  visit 
your  school  in  session. 

I fear  I cannot,  as  my  age  is  nearly  84.  I enjoy  good  health.  I am 
much  interested  in  your  school." 

Mrs.  Susanna  R.  Davis,  of  Sterling,  111.,  is  the  writer  of  the  above, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  she  has  lead  a temperate  life,  allowed 
common-sense  and  reason  to  rule  rather  than  appetite  and  passion. 

Where  appetite  in  drinking  and  eating  rules  short  life  is  the  result. 

If  we  are  slaves  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  we  cannot  expect  to  ENDOY 
GOOD  HEALTH  at  84,  even  if  we  should  live  so  long. 

We  are  glad  to  print  this  letter  for  the  lesson  there  is  in  it  for  us 
all. 


ANOTHER  APPRECIATIVE  FRIEND. 


"In  an  unusual  rush  of  cares  last  week"  says  a subscriber  in  Xenia, 

Q.,  "I  neglected  to  send  my  subscription,  and  when  Saturday  evening  came 
and  no  HELPER,  I missed  it.  I enjoy  the  bright  little  paper  coming  to 
me  each  week,  coming  with  so  much  regularity  on  Saturday  evening, 
containing  so  many  bright  little  paragraphs,  and  keeping  me  in  touch 
with  the  Indian  School.  I could  not  afford  to  do  without  it  for  many 
times  the  price  of  it." 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  been  sending  his  letter  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  sometimes  6,000  sometimes  as  high  as  12,000  but  on  an  average 
of  10,000  every  week  for  nearly  ten  years.  Such  words  of  appreciation 
and  encouragement  from  the  many  keep  him  alive  and  he  is  always  truly 
grateful  for  them  although  his  little  paper  could  not  hold  them  all. 


IT  IS  NOT  ALL  WORK  FOR  OUR  COUNTRY  PUPILS. 


The  patrons  who  have  Indian  boys  and  girls  working  for  them  frequently 
give  them  picnics  or  take  them  on  pleasant  excursions.  There  is 
education  and  association  in  this  and  the  school  authorities  are 
grateful  for  all  such  helps  as  is  shown  in  the  following  cheerful  letter 
from  one  of  our  girls. 

Dosie  A.  Mark,  who  is  living  in  a family  at  West  Chester  says: 

"I  want  to  tell  what  a happy  time  we  had  on  the  Fourth  of  Duly. 

A picnic  on  the  Brandywine,  at  a place  called  Deborah's  Rock  was 
planned  for  all  the  Carlisle  girls  who  are  living  in  this  neighborhood. 

Twenty-two  of  us,  with  as  many  of  our  white  friends,  met  in  the 
forenoon,  and  the  time  was  passed  pleasantly  in  playing  games,  singing 
old  Carlisle  songs  and  rambling  along  the  beautiful  stream. 

We  had  a good  lunch  with  plenty  of  cake  and  ice-cream  and  ice  tea,  and 


we  all  went  home  before  sunset. 

I have  an  excellent  country  home  and  they  are  all  very  kind  to  me. 
I also  have  an  excellent  Sunday  School  teacher." 


NAMES  OF  THE  CARLISLE  STUDENTS  WHO  HAVE 
GONE  TO  THEIR  HOMES  IN  THE  WEST  IN 
THE  PAST  THREE  WEEKS. 


Lizzie  Aiken,  Louisa  Ance,  Emma  Anderson,  Ella  Butts,  Lillian  Brown, 
lenni  Brown,  Maud  Bailly,  Millie  Bailly,  Edith  Bailly,  Mary  Bentley, 
Mollie  Elmore,  Alice  Gotaley,  Edith  Hill,  Nettie  Horne,  Dulia  Hand,  lane 
Mark,  Emma  Morrell,  Laura  Parker,  Margaret  Provost,  Lucy  root,  Alice 
Sheffield,  Anice  Sekieh,  Emma  St.  Pierre,  Sarah  Vanacy,  Rattie  Woodfin, 
Martha  Wamegance,  Viola  Zieh,  Blanche  Albay,  Peter  Alexander,  Homer 
Anderson,  Grover  Bailly,  Simon  Beauprey,  Hiram  Blackchief,  Mathew  Brown, 
Elias  Cekiya,  Lum  Chesaw,  George  Connor,  Chas.  Cusick,  Samuel  Decora, 
lohn  Greenbird,  Isaac  Shanks,  Victor  Smith,  David  Tyndall,  Frank 
Whiteeyes,  Phineas  Wheelock,  Harry  lones,  Odell  La  Fleur,  lesse  lemison, 
W.  Bailey. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  10,  9,  8,  5,  7 is  what  every  Indian  girl  will  become  in  time  if  she 
does  her  best. 

My  2,  11,  6 is  what  wood-choppers  do  to  logs. 

My  1,  3,  5,  12  comes  from  the  eye. 

My  3,  11,  4 is  a kind  of  fish. 

My  whole  sings  all  the  time  while  working  on  our  school  campus. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Those  who  earned  it. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : NA  Penpal  Program  for  Youth"  

Date:  Wed,  14  3ul  1999  10:18:50  -0400 
From:  mcastillo@chindex.com 
Subj : News  for  submission 

Hello  Gary, 

How  have  you  been?  You  may  or  may  not  remember  me.  Last  year  you  helped 
put  me  in  contact  with  Clay  Watson  and  Koga  Agasuyeda  as  I was  trying  to 
arrange  for  my  company  to  donate  its  computers  to  Native  American 
communities.  It  took  awhile  to  get  all  arranged  but  we  did  finally  donate 
them  to  Clay  Watson's  Pioneer  Industries  which  serves  four  different 
reservation  communities. 

I now  write  to  you  regarding  a different  subject.  I run  a Native  American 
pen  pal  program  which  connects  our  Indian  youth  and  builds  friendships 
among  them.  If  you  consider  the  attached  material  appropriate,  could  you 
include  it  in  one  of  your  upcoming  issues?  This  program  has  recently 
celebrated  its  first  anniversary  and  is  now  running  a contest.  All  is 
explained  in  the  attached  document.  It  is  a standard  Word  document  but 
please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  trouble  opening  it. 

Thanks  again,  Monique  Castillo 

(attached  file:  NA  pen  pal  intro) 

I'd  like  to  introduce  to  you  the  Native  American  pen  pal  program  for 
youth.  It  is  a pen  pal  program  which  matches  Indian  youth  living  in  urban 
areas  with  those  living  on  reservations  as  pen  pals  and  has  just 
celebrated  its  first  anniversary.  This  program  has  the  goals  of 
establishing  bonds  and  ties  between  our  Indian  youth  growing  up  in  urban 
areas  and  those  on  reservations  with  hopes  of  boosting  identity  & pride  in 


heritage  through  such  contact,  and  promoting  friendships  between  the  two 
groups.  I am  constantly  seeking  to  improve  outreach  with  Indian  youth 
groups  all  over  the  U.S  and  therefore  invite  those  of  you  involved  with 
Indian  youth  to  participate  in  the  program. 

This  is  how  the  program  works.  Youth  group  leaders  on  reservations  and 
in  cities  talk  with  the  kids  in  their  organization  and  see  if  they're 
interested  in  participating.  For  those  Indian  youth  that  are  interested, 
the  group/family  should  make  a list  of:  their  names,  mailing  address  (the 
organization's  address  can  be  used),  date  of  birth  (for  matching  similar 
age  pen  pals),  whether  they  are  a boy  or  girl  (since  some  names  do  not 
make  it  obvious)  and  the  gender  of  the  pen  pal  that  they  would  like  to 
write  to  [however,  those  who  do  not  have  a specific  request  for  a boy/girl 
pen  pal  are  easiest  and  fastest  to  find  a pen  pal  match]. 

The  lists  will  then  be  matched  up  between  kids  of  similar  age  between 
the  reservation  youth  groups  and  urban  youth  groups.  Please  advise  if  you 
have  any  kids  that  would  like  to  participate  and  I'll  get  them  matched 
with  a pen  pal.  I have  been  talking  with  youth  groups  whose  members  range 
from  5-19  years  of  age,  so  all  ages  of  Indian  youth  of  writing  age  can 
participate.  I will  also  match  up  Indian  youth  seeking  email  pen  pals, 
just  note  their  email  address  on  the  list. 

I hope  that  you  will  approach  your  youth/youth  groups  with  this  pen  pal 
program.  This  program  has  no  government  funding  and  has  grown  solely 
through  the  efforts  of  native  groups  interested  in  communicating  with  each 
other.  I'm  happy  to  have  seen  it  grow  into  a truly  continent-wide 
program  of  our  First  Nations.  I want  to  give  the  program  a 'jazzier'  name 
so  have  decided  to  create  a contest  for  a creative  name  which  captures  the 
spirit  of  the  program.  New  name  submissions  for  the  Native  American  Pen 
Pal  Program  from  participating  youth  will  be  accepted  until  8/31/99.  The 
winner  will  receive  a mini  portable  am/fm  radio  and  a stationary  set  with 
stamps . 

A little  information  about  myself:  I am  Monique  R.  Castillo  and  am  of 
Seminole  descent,  born  and  raised  in  Philadelphia  and  now  living  & working 
in  Maryland.  I've  had  the  good  fortune  of  being  able  to  travel 
extensively,  correspond  with  pen  pals  and  see  the  benefits  of  expanding  a 
child's  perspective  beyond  their  own  locale.  I see  great  potential  and  a 
bright  future  for  our  race  in  promoting  positive  relationships  among  our 
youth,  our  future  leaders.  This  is  what  has  pushed  me  to  organize  such  a 
pen  pal  program.  If  you  would  like  to  talk  with  others  who  have  youth 
participating  in  the  program,  please  feel  free  to  ask  me  for  pen  pal 
references.  I'll  be  happy  to  provide  them. 

Here  is  my  personal  contact  information,  for  anyone  who  has  contest 
entries,  questions,  interested  kids  or  more  youth  group  referrals: 

Work  tel:  (301)  215-7777  fax:  (301)  215-7719  Home:  (301)  515-7198 

email : monique_castillo(3hotmail . com 
mailing  address:  Monique  & Sergio  Castillo 
13323  Country  Ridge  Drive 
Germantown,  MD  20874-1155 

"RE : Poem:  Racist"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Dul  1999  23:34:05  -0500 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Subj : Racism  is  alive  and  well  

[Editorial  note:  This  arrived  after  I had  written  this  week's 
editorial  and  selected  this  issue's  poem.  The  Grandfathers 
and  Grandmothers  do  have  a way  of  sending  just  what  is  needed.] 

Hau  Gary, 

Today  I was  called  a Racist  for  posting  the  Truths  about  The  People. 

I was  so  taken  back  by  this  that  it  prompted  me  to  write  this I am 

sure  many  others  who  feel  this  *sting*  in  their  work  for  The  People. 

I thought  you  might  like  it. 

In  struggle. 


Dneamwalken 


She  stood  in  my  face 

and  called  me  Racist 

Racist  because  I spoke  my  Heart 

Racist  because  I dared  to  speak 

the  Truth  about 

The  People 

Racist 

I thought  about  the  word 
what  is  Racist? 

Is  it  Racist  to  tell  the  Truth? 

Racist  to  bring  the  Truth  into  the  light? 

Racist 

the  word  rolls  around  within  me 
Racist 

not  a word  I had  associated  with  myself 

I speak  for 
The  People 
I tell  the  Truth 
I try  to  walk  with  Honor 
among  those  who  have  none 

Racist 

because  I dare  to  bring 
the  darkness  of  600  years 
to  light? 

Racist  because  I want  all  to  see 
the  hatred  and  the  lies  end? 

Racist  because  I dare  to  say 
you  may  be  wrong? 

Such  a loaded  word 
Racist 

reverse  discrimination  she  said 
reverse? 

so  what  is  wrong  with  bringing 
Truth  to  light? 

What  is  wrong  with  stating  simple  facts? 
What  is  wrong  with  Truth? 

Perhaps  it  is  still 
too  early 

for  those  who  hold  these  lies  .... 

to  see  the  error  of 

their  ways 

and  the  truths 

too  early  to  admit  their  wrongs 
too  early  to  go  back  with  Honesty 
and  look 
look  at  what  is 

Racist 

the  word  haunts  me 
Racist 

who  is  Racist? 


Not  I 


Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  Tue,  27  Dul  99  01:06:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  1-7 


AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 


August  was  the  abundant  season  for  the  ohia  fruit. 

1 

All  are  strangers  when  they  come  here,  until  the  spirit  of  this  land 
claims  their  hearts. 


2 

Life  is  the  only  true  magic. 

3 

The  summer  sunlight  is  rich  honey  poured  upon  the  flowers. 

4 


To  hear  the  bright  laughter  of  even  one  child's  joy  is  to  hear  the 
world . 


5 

Through  music,  we  are  most  nearly  ourselves. 

6 

Your  spirit  will  lead  you  to  those  you  were  meant  to  know. 

7 

Take  time  to  look  at  clouds  and  sunsets  and  the  beauty  of  nature. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Duly  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  17:21:45  -0700 
From:  Peter  Hazard  <pahazard@cats . ucsc . edu> 
Subj:  Pow-wow  in  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Authentic  traditional  Native  American  pow-wow 
happening  Aug  7 & 8 in  Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 
For  more  information: 


http : //n light . com/Aml ndian/ 
Thanks! 


Date:  Thu,  15  Dul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION.ORG> 

Subj:  SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Hanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 


the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 
SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Hawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 
Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 
September  2-  September  13  in  New  Haven,  CT 

Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tentative) 

December  28  - January  2 in  Detroit,  MI 

January  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 

January  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 

January  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 

January  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 

February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 

February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 

February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 

February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 

February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 

March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 

March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 

April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 

April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 


MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
HIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICFIELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLLITTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Sat,  3 lul  1999  01:17:29  -0400 
From:  <rmwillis@LocalLink.net> 

Subj : 7th  Annual  Gathering  of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

Seventh  Annual  Gathering  Of  The  Potawatomi  Nations 
Flosted  By:  Pokagon  Band  of  Potawawtomi 
Where:  Dowagiac,  Michigan 
When:  luly  29  - August  1 

The  Pokagon  Band  Gathering  Committee  is  selling  satin  jackets  to 
commemorate  the  gathering.  Please  visit  the  gathering  site  for  more 
information . 

www.mich . com/~pokagon/gathering. htm 

or  visit  the  Pokagon  Band  website  at 
www.mich.com/~pokagon/index.htm 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj:  First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10031 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10031 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

~3uly  31  - August  1,  1999- 
6th  Annual  Rekindling  our  Traditions  Powwow 
Fort  Erie,  ON  (905)  871-8931 

3rd  Annual  Purple  Heart  Powwow 

White  Cloud,  MI  Gene  Reid:  (616)  689-0344 

~Duly  31  - August  2,  1999- 
Wiikwemikong  39th  Annual  Powwow 
Wikwemikong,  ON  (705)  859-2385 

~3uly  31  - August  4,  1999- 
Elder ' s Gathering 

Poplar  Point,  AB  Rose/Wayne:  (780)  791-6538 

-August  2-4,  1999- 
23rd  Annual  BC  Elders  Gathering 
Kamloops,  BC  Truman  lones:  (250)  376-1296 

-August  2-8,  1999- 
Treaty  & York  Boat  Days 

Norway  House,  MB  Anthony  Apetagon:  (204)  359-4729 

-August  5-8,  1999- 
Ogala  Sioux  Fair  & Powwow 
Pine  Ridge,  SD  (605)  867-5821  ext  220 

-August  6-8,  1999- 
Nechi  Institute  Reunion  Weekend 
Edmonton,  AB  1-800-459-1884  or  (780)  459-1884 

Songhees  Powwow 

Maple  Bank  Park,  BC  (250)  385-3938 

15th  Annual  First  Peoples  Festival 
Victoria,  BC  Leslie  McGarry:  (250)  384-3211 

Standing  Buffalo  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK  Tanya:  (306)  332-4685 


33rd  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Powwow 
Havre,  MT  (406)  395-4478 

11th  Annual  United  Tribes  Powwow 
Missoula,  MT  (406)  728-2180 

Big  Grassy  Powwow 

Big  Grassy,  ON  (807)  4885614 

Genaabaajing  Traditional  Powwow 

Serpent  River,  ON  Keith  Lewis:  (705)  844-2418 

-August  6-9,  1999- 
Millbrook  Powwow 
Truro,  NS  (902)  895-0441/7913 

-August  7 & 8,  1999- 
Rogue  River  Gathering 
Grants  Pass,  OR  Dudy:  (541)  871-6394 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
3ULY  1999 

Duly  30,  31  and  Aug.  1:  31st  Annual  Southern 
California  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Orange  City 
Fairgrounds;  Costa  Mesa,  CA;  (714)  663-1102 

Duly  30  and  August  1:  Fort  Belknap  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Belknap,  MT 

AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  5 through  8:  35th  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Pow  Wow; 

Havre,  MT;  (406)  395-4095  or  (406)  395-5223 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  Wadopana  Pow  Wow;  Wolf  Point,  MT; 

(406)  653-1818 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  25th  Annual  Kalispel  Pow  Wow; 

Kalispel  Pow  Wow  Grounds;  Usk,  WA;  (509)  445-1147 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow,  6th 
and  Broadway;  Sacramento,  CA;  (916)  421-0657 

Aug.  13,  14  and  15:  Hays  Pow  Wow;  Hays,  MT 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  07:39:18  -0400 
From:  Kdawn  <oakbuddy@southernet . net> 
Subj : 5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow 
Location:  O'Neil  Park,  corner  of  6th  St.  and 
Broadway,  Sacramento,  CA 
Dates  and  times: 

Friday,  August  6,  1999  7:00  PM 

Traditional  California  Dancers 

Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

10:00  AM- 11: 00  PM 

Grand  Entry:  Noon  & 6:00  PM 

Sunday,  August  8,  1999 

10:00  AM-7:00  PM  Grand  Entry:  Noon 

Public  Welcome!  Free  Parking 

Arts  & Crafts*Food*Contest  Dancing- 

$2.00  registration  fee* 

Pow  Wow  Daily  admission: 

General  $3.00  Youth(12  & under)  & Senior  FREE 
All  Drums  Welcome.  First  Five  Drums  Will  Be  Paid. 
Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Tom  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Arena  Director: 

Art  Martinez,  Chumash 
Flead  Man  Dancer: 

Thomas  Phillips,  Kiowa 
Flead  Lady  Dancer: 

Rose  Avad,  Ojibwa 
Flost  Northern  Drum: 

High  Noon,  Alberta,  Canada 
Flost  Southern  Drum: 

Bad  Medicine,  Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Tabulation(Open  Book): 

Lana  Flicks,  Washoe/Paiute 
No  Drugs  & No  Alcohol. 

For  more  information  call: 

(916)  421-0657 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : update  on  festival 

hey  gary..here  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do. . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

HM : Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 

H L : Flelene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

FID:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dun  1999  23:29:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj:  Northern  Events/Summer  update 

Northern  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  1999- 

Note:  Refer  to  Southern  lists  for  abbreviations  key. 


Duly  28-Aug.  7:  North  American  Indigenous  Games,  Mandaree,  ND.  Info:  Shirley 
Richter  (800)  235-7654. 


Duly  29-Aug.  1:  Shawnee  Nation  URB  and  Lenape  Nations  Annual  Pow  Wow,  Zane 
Shawnee  Caverns  & Campgrounds,  Route  540,  Bellefontaine,  OH.  Info:  (937) 
562-9592  or  (614)  443-5898. 

Duly  30-Aug.  1:  Lake  of  the  Eagles  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Eagle  Lake  First 
Nation,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  (807)  755-5526. 

Duly  31-Aug.  1:  White  Cloud's  Traditional  Purple  Heart  Pow  Wow,  Lake  White 
Cloud,  White  Cloud,  MI.  Info:  Gene  Reid  (616)  689-0344. 

Duly  31-Aug.  2:  Wikwemikong  Pow  Wow,  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario,  Canada. 
Info:  (705)  859-2385. 

Please  Note:  These  listings  are  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  anyone  seeking 
information  on  upcoming  events.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  along  to 
your  friends. 

Also:  Anyone  wishing  to  receive  updates  on  pow  wows  & related  events  from 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  & Kansas  may  send  50  cents  & a SASE  to:  Pow  Wow 
Listing,  501  Farm  Road  2031,  Monett,  MO  65708. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 
Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 
rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend.  Gates  open  9am-5pm. 

Admission:  Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3.00;  Sr.  Citizens,  Handicapped  & 
children  under  6 admitted  free.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf,  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart 
Saeger,  HD:  Caney  Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special 
guest:  Wolf  (Native  American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard 
& Warrior  Society  will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome. 
Hosted  by  Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees. 

Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102,  TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408, 
or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7031  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


TENNESSEE 

Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 
Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts,  and 
Choctaw  stickball  games  on  both  afternoons.  Vendors  may  contact 
MLmoore@memphis.edu;  for  further  info,  call  (901)  785-3160. 


Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


VIRGINIA 

Duly  31:  Native  American  Festival,  Fairy  Stone  Park.  Info:  (540)  629-2071. 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  Dohn  Jefferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Stage  Review:  Mohican  Soup"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Jul  1999  22:04:41  EDT 
From:  BrentMD@aol.com 
Subj : FWD:  Brent  Review 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Mohicans,  minstrels  and  gourmet  delights 

Saturday  July  24,  1999 

By  Andrew  L.  Pincus 

Classical  Review 

Special  to  The  Eagle 

LENOX  --  Mohican  soup  is  made  of  "blackberries,  chestnuts,  huckleberries, 
apples,  black  beans,  cucumbers,  white  beans,  corn."  Then  there  are  the 
ants,  served  warm.  Don't  chew  them,  the  man  warns  --  they're  better 
swallowed  whole. 

The  gourmet  delights  gave  Tanglewood  what  must  have  been  its  first  taste 
of  music  composed  by  a Stockbridge  Mohican.  As  part  of  a program  of 
American  music  Thursday  night,  the  male  chorus  Chanticleer  sang  "Mohican 
Soup"  by  Brent  Michael  Davids,  who  took  a microphone  to  inform  the  Seiji 
Ozawa  Hall  audience  that  he  is  a proud  member  of  the  Mohican  Nation, 
driven  from  its  Stockbridge  grounds  a couple  of  centuries  ago  by  the 
white  man. 

To  the  insistent  beat  of  a drum,  the  nasal  chanting,  rasping  and  whining 
of  "Mohican  Soup"  combined  American  Indian  and  European  styles  to  produce 
what  Davids  described  as  a "silly,  fun  piece."  But  humor,  he  told  the 
audience,  "always  comes  from  a position  of  strength,"  and  even  though  the 
Mohicans'  numbers  were  reduced  to  220  by  the  time  of  their  expulsion  from 
Stockbridge,  that  strength  is  "the  reason  why  we've  been  around  so  long." 

In  his  sometimes  rambling  talk,  the  dark-skinned,  long-maned  Davids  said 
the  trip  to  Lenox  from  his  reservation  in  Wisconsin  reminded  him  of  his 
many  ancestors  buried  here. 

In  fact,  he  declared,  the  Berkshires'  "creative  energy"  in  the  arts  is 
"based  on  a foundation  provided  by  the  Mohican  people.  You're  not  going  to 
hear  that  from  the  Boston  Symphony  and  the  business  people." 

Davids,  who  plays  a quartz  crystal  flute  and  has  composed  at  Robert 
Redford's  Sundance  Institute,  said  he  wasn't  trying  to  make  anyone  feel 


guilty.  But  "Mohicans  have  been  caretakers  over  these  grounds  for  6,000 
years.  And  it's  only  in  the  last  200  to  300  years  that  we  have  left." 

With  its  cumulative  effect,  louder  and  louder,  "Mohican  Soup"  turned  out 
to  be  one  of  the  more  effective  pieces  on  a program  that  --  until  its 
pop-oriented  conclusion  --  tended  toward  the  slow,  the  quiet,  the 
repetitive  and  the  sleepy  in  recent  American  music.  The  concert  opened 
Tanglewood's  Festival  of  Contemporary  Music,  which  will  continue  through 
Tuesday. 

Clad  in  white  bib  and  black  tails  even  on  a warm  evening  like  Thursday, 
the  12-member  Chanticleer  ensemble  changes  formations  onstage  in  a quasi- 
military style.  It  sings  with  military  precision,  too.  The  sparing  use  of 
vibrato  led  to  near-flawless  intonation,  but  it  also  lent  the  singing  a 
certain  colorlessness,  which  added  to  the  feeling  of  sameness  in  some 
pieces . 

The  most  appealing  songs,  apart  from  Davids',  came  from  Augusta  Read 
Thomas,  who  has  a home  in  Becket.  Five  selections  from  her  "Love  Songs," 
drawing  on  poets  from  Shakespeare  to  Emerson,  were  --  in  her  words  -- 
"loads  of  fun  to  compose."  Tender  and  witty  by  turn,  they  were  also  fun 
to  hear. 

Jackson's  Hill ' s "Voices  of  Autumn"  drew  on  Japanese  styles  and  a haiku 
to  create  a sense  of  suspended  harmony  and  time.  Paul  Schoenfeld's  Four 
Motets  set  verses  from  Psalm  86  in  a kind  of  medieval  polyphony  --  music 
whose  Christian  roots  seemed  jarring  against  the  Flebrew  texts. 

Steven  Stucky  was  represented  by  "Drop,  Drop,  Slow  Tears,"  an  updating 
of  an  Elizabethan  song,  and  three  "Cradle  Songs,"  drawing  on  texts  from 
Brazil,  Poland  and  Tobago.  Steven  Sametz  set  an  e.  e.  cummings  poem  about 
grief  in  a static,  elegiac  style  that  had  the  singers  standing  in  a 
circle  and  went  on  a lot  longer  than  cummings  did. 

As  dessert,  the  ensemble  offered  a Stephen  Foster  group,  a couple  of  pop 
tunes  and  a medley  of  spirituals.  The  Foster  arrangements  were  too  clever 
by  half,  denaturing  the  simplicity  of  the  originals  and  submerging  the 
melodies  in  tricky  effects.  Performed  gospel-style,  complete  with  hand- 
clapping and  shouting,  the  white  man's  version  of  the  spirituals  lacked 
only  blackface  to  turn  into  a modern  minstrel  show.  The  crowd  loved  it. 

No  wonder  the  Mohicans  left. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Jul  1999  15:08:34  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  07/26  10:04  AM  >>> 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Duly  26-29,  1999 
MON  - 7/26:  The  Language  of  Spirituality: 

There  are  some  in  the  science  world  who  say  that  the  English  language  has 
reached  its  limit  in  trying  to  articulate  the  processes  of  quantum  physics 
and  other  complex  scientific  phenomena.  A group  of  physicists  are  now 
looking  to  indigenous  languages  for  the  right  words  and  phonetic  codes  to 
unravel  the  mysteries  of  the  universe.  Do  Native  languages  contain  the 
hidden  codes  of  the  universe?  Guests  include  Dan  MoonHawk  Alford,  writer 
and  linguist  and  originator  of  "Quantum  Linguistics". 

TUE  - 7/27:  UFO  Congress: 

The  annual  International  UFO  Congress  Conventions  have  grown  into  the 
largest  UFO  conferences  in  the  world  with  the  next  one  being  held  in 
Mesquite,  Nevada  August  15-21.  On  this  special  UFO/metaphysics  edition  of 
Native  America  Calling,  we  visit  the  congress  and  share  in  its  insight  of 
UFO  reports  and  metaphysical  occurrences.  Guests  include  Bob  Brown  of  the 
UFO  Congress  and  Corporate  AIR. 

WED  - 7/28:  Book-of -the-Month : 


Boy  do  we  have  a surprise  for  you!  N.  Scott  Momaday  of  the  Kiowa  Nation  is 
releasing  a new  book,  but  we  can't  tell  you  the  title  yet.  On  this 
Book-of-the-Month  Edition  we  invite  you  to  share  in  this  sneak  preview  and 
converse  with  one  of  Native  America's  greatest  literary  minds. 

THU  - 7/29:  Native  Prisoner  Rights: 

Some  rehab  counselors  say  that  Native  prisoners'  ability  to  practice  their 
spiritual  ceremonies  are  absolutely  key  to  their  quest  for  rehabilitation. 
But  in  many  penal  institutions  these  rights  are  non-existent.  On  this 
edition  of  Native  America  Calling  we  look  at  the  work  to  implement  Native 
prisoner  rights  throughout  the  entire  prison  system.  Guests  include  Walter 
Echohawk  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

FRI  - 7/30:  Surviving  Breast  Cancer: 

Breast  Cancer  is  one  of  the  leading  causes  of  death  among  women  in  America 
Although  the  rate  of  Native  American  Woman  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer  is 
not  quite  as  high  as  the  rates  for  women  of  other  ethnic  backgrounds,  this 
is  still  an  area  of  great  concern.  How  do  women  survive  with  breast  cancer 
loin  host,  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests,  as  they  discuss  ways  to  cope 
with  breast  cancer  and  continue  living  life. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287,  emartin2@unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8896,  aclayman@knba.org 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Tusweca,  Liz  Pollard,  Dale  Mitchell,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Chris  Milde, 

Janet  Smith,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Buffalo  Woman,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Peji, 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 

Monique  & Sergio  Castillo,  Brent  Michael  David,  Debra  Sanders, 

Robert  Dorman,  Frosty  Deere,  Harvey  Arden,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Aug  4 23:13:04  1999 
Date:  Tue,  3 Aug  1999  20:05:53  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.032 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Osage  yellow  flower  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Lakota  moon  when  cherries  turn  black 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Paths-L,  Big  Mountain, 
Triballaw,  Nez  Perce  Treaties  & Nat-Film  Lists;  KOLA  Newslist; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //members . xoom . com/f reepe It ier /index . html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/0726nava jo. shtml 
http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/ Foundation . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I have  heard  talk  and  talk,  but  nothing  is  done.  Good  words  do  not 
last  long  until  they  amount  to  something.  Words  do  not  pay  for  my 
dead  people.  They  do  not  pay  for  my  country,  now  over-run  by  white 
men.  They  do  not  protect  my  father's  grave.  They  do  not  pay  for  my 
horses  and  cattle.  Good  words  will  not  give  me  back  my  children.  Good 

words  will  not  make  good  the  promise  of  your  War  Chief,  General  Miles. 

Good  words  will  not  give  my  people  good  health  and  stop  the  from  dying. 

Good  words  will  not  get  my  people  a home  where  they  can  live  in  peace 

and  take  care  of  themselves." 

_ Chief  Doseph,  Nez  Perce 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  f 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Dourney 

j The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Some  sad  news  arrived  this  week: 

Date:  Tue,  3 Aug  1999  16:53:49  -0500 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Subj : Passing  of  Elder 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


Phoebe  Elizabeth  (Rock)  Saxon,  age  62,  Chairwoman  of  the  American  Indian 
Center  of  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota  passed  over  to  a better  place  on  Tuesday, 
Duly  27,  1999.  Phoebe  was  born  October  20,  1936  on  the  White  Earth  Indian 
Reservation  to  Samuel  and  Martha  (Brown)  Rock.  She  married  David  E,  Saxon, 


Sr.  on  October  31,  1954  at  Breck  Memorial  Church  in  Pine  Point.  She  lived 
in  Foley,  Minnesota  prior  to  moving  to  St.  Cloud.  She  worked  at  Burlington 
Northern  Railroad  in  Minneapolis  for  19  1/2  years. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Some  good  news  arrived  this  week,  I have  been  granted  permission  to  share. 
For  those  who  may  not  know.  Clay  Watson  works  tirelessly  delivering  needed 
items  to  reservation  throughout  the  Dakotas,  Wyoming  and  Montana  - asking 
nothing  for  himself.  His  heart  remains  strong,  but  the  mechanical  one  in 
his  truck  gave  up.  After  many  months,  donations  from  those  who  wish  to  see 
Clay's  work  continue,  amounted  to  enough  to  put  the  old  truck  back  on  the 
road . 


Date:  Fri,  30  Jul  1999  13:07:37  EDT 
From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Subj : Behemoth  has  risen 


Gary, 

The  30  year  old  truck  got  a new  heart  last  week  and  made  it's  first  round 
trip  without  major  incident. 

This  is  in  thanks  to  all  the  donors  of  cash  for  the  truck,  donations  of 
stuff  and  those  who  could  not  afford  but  sent  their  support  for  getting  it 
back  on  the  road.  It  took  18  months  to  generate  the  funds  but  with  the  help 
of  others  did  it.  To  save  costs,  an  elder  Member  of  the  Pioneer  Board  helped 
me  remove  the  old  engine  and  install  the  new  one.  Most  of  the  load  went  to  a 
family  at  the  Wind  River  reservation  here  in  Wyoming  who  lost  their  home  to 
a fire.  I had  been  going  to  the  rez  with  my  old  72  International  and  a 
trailer . 

Again  I thank  all  those  in  the  circle  who  had  faith  in  me. 

Clay  Watson,  Pioneer  Industries,  1100  E.  24th  St.  Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001  (307) 
778-7860  pioquark@aol.com 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

From  time-to-time  I remind  readers  I will  include  any  language  of  the 
First  Nations  in  the  banner  of  this  newsletter.  Simply  send  me  the  phrase 
in  your  tribe's  tongue  that  means  "news  of  the  People"  and  the  translation, 
as  literally  as  possible. 

The  current  translations  are  as  follows: 

Wotanging  Ikche Lakota  - Common  News 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya Cherokee  - Journal  of  the  People 

Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin . . . Blackfoot  - News  for  All  the  People 

Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse Creek  - People's  New  News 

Aunchemokauhettittea Naragansett  - Let  Us  Share  News 

ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min Ojibwe  - We  Are  Talking  About  Ourselves 

Fla-Sah-Sliltha Ditidaht  Nation  - News  of  the  People 

Un  Chota Susquehannic  Seneca  - the  People  Speak 

Ximopanolti  tehuatzin, 

inin  Mexika  tlahtolli Nahuatl  - for  you  we  offer  these  words 

Native  American  News Occupation  Forces 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30327,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured 

Partial  Accord  with  Chumash 
CNO  Voter  Turnout 
Runoff  in  Sac  and  Fox  Vote 
Paiute  Tribe  Trying  to 
Regain  Lost  Language 
Miami  Researcher  Helps 
Resurrect  Tribal  Language 
Ola  Cassador's  Statement 
on  Mount  Graham 
Sovereign  Dine'  Nation 


in  this  issue  

Blackrobes  and  Hurons 
Neskonlith  Band 
Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council 
Searching  for  Ancestors 
Creek  Ancestry  Research 
The  Dine  of  Black  Mesa 
Navajos  Overhaul  Crime  Code 
Live  Recording:  Anna  Mae  Aquash 
Mendota  Update 
Peltier  Book 


and  Paul  Nakoda  Nation 

- Zia  Pueblo  Deplores 
Exploitation  of  Sacred  Symbol 

- Delaware  Culture  Presentation 
at  NIBA  Convention 

- Mille  Lacs  Lake 
After  Treaty  Ruling 

- 9th  Circuit  Court 
and  Big  Mountain  News 

- Lewis  County  Decides  to 
Tax  Indians'  Fee  Land 


- November  Leonard 
Peltier  Freedom  Month 

- Native  Prisoner 

- She  Came  as  a Whisper 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Deskaheh: 

Iroquois  Statesman  and  Patriot 

- Poem:  Draw  a Line  for  None 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Partial  Accord  with  Chumash 


Date:  7/31/99  4:03:11  AM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  tlclaw@fix.net  (Tarren  Collins) 

Subj : Rossi,  Chumash  in  partial  accord 

(http: //vhl428. inf i. net /stories /0799/7414030. h 

The  press  release  regarding  the  San  Luis  Obispo  County  Chumash  Council's 
partial  settlement  of  its  lawsuit  against  owners  of  the  13,800  acre  Santa 
Margarita  Ranch  is  copied  below.  We  are  unable  to  comment  further  about  the 
agreement  due  to  a court  order  that  the  mediation  remain  confidential.  The 
actual  order  is  available  to  the  public,  and  I will  respond  to  any  requests 
for  copies  which  I receive. 

Tarren  Collins 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  TO  THE  PRESS 

DOINT  PRESS  RELEASE:  SAN  LUIS  OBISPO  COUNTY  CHUMASH  COUNCIL  AND  SANTA 
MARGARITA  RANCH,  LLC 

PARTIAL  SETTLEMENT  OF  SANTA  MARGARITA  RANCH  LITIGATION  ANNOUNCED 
Duly  28,  1999 

SAN  LUIS  OBISPO  The  San  Luis  Obispo  County  Chumash  Council  and  Rob 

Rossi  today  announced  a partial  settlement  of  the  lawsuit  brought  over  the 
vineyard  proposed  on  the  Santa  Margarita  Ranch.  The  partial  settlement 
provides  for  a Phase  I archaeological  survey  to  be  conducted  on  those 
portions  of  the  Ranch  intended  for  vineyards.  The  immediate  area  surrounding 
any  archaeological  sites  identified  during  the  Phase  I will  be  avoided  and 
subject  to  further  review.  Preparation  for  the  vineyards  may  proceed 
immediately  on  those  sites  not  identified  as  archaeologically  sensitive. 

Due  to  shared  concerns,  the  parties  were  also  able  to  achieve  agreement 
in  a collaborative  effort  on  appropriate  setbacks  from  creeks  and  avoidance 
of  wetlands  and  riparian  areas  in  the  planting  of  future  vineyards. 

"The  San  Luis  Obispo  County  Chumash  Council  is  pleased  with  the  honor  and 
respect  shown  to  the  sacred  heritage  and  cultural  resources  of  the  Chumash 
People  by  Rob  Rossi,  today"  said  Fred  Collins. 

Rossi  added,  "We  appreciate  the  uniqueness  and  the  historical  importance 
that  the  Santa  Margarita  Ranch  has  played  in  San  Luis  Obispo  County  history. 
We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  have  a constructive  dialogue  with  the  San  Luis 
Obispo  County  Chumash  Council,  as  well  as  with  others,  regarding  viable 
solutions  for  the  agricultural,  cultural,  conservation,  and  other  issues 
concerning  this  most  unique  property." 

"RE : CNO  Voter  Turnout"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dul  1999  08:17:47  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  07-27-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 


Voter  turnout  up 


By  MICHAEL  OVERALL 
c.  Tulsa  World 
7/26/99 

CHEROKEE  ELECTIONS  - Saturday's  chief  election  drew  more  than  12,000  votes. 

There  was  a lot  of  talk  this  weekend  about  a low  voter  turnout  for  the 
Cherokee  tribal  elections,  which  seemed  strange  because  the  campaign  came 
after  such  a well-publicized  string  of  scandals.  It  seemed  even  stranger 
because  election  officials  reported  an  all-time  record  number  of  ballots. 

So  what's  this  about  a low  turnout? 

"People  keep  talking  to  me  about  that,  and  I just  have  to  laugh,"  Margaret 
Riney,  administrator  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Election  Commission,  said 
Sunday. 

"I  don't  know  how  that  talk  got  started,  but  I find  it  fascinating.  It 
just  doesn't  fit  the  facts." 

Officials  counted  12,747  votes  for  principal  chief,  up  7 percent  from  the 
last  election  in  1995. 

Chad  Smith,  a 48-year-old  attorney  from  Sapulpa,  won  the  race  with  56.5 
percent  of  the  vote.  Incumbent  Chief  loe  Byrd,  whose  administration  has  been 
awash  in  controversy  for  more  than  two  years,  lost  by  more  than  1,600 
ballots . 

The  next-highest  turnout  came  in  1979,  when  12,584  votes  were  cast. 

Perhaps  the  impression  of  a low  voter  turnout  was  created  by  the 
relatively  short  lines  at  the  polling  stations  Saturday. 

During  the  May  22  primary,  many  voters  had  to  line  up  for  more  than  an 
hour  before  reaching  the  ballot  box. 

But  this  time  the  lines  moved  briskly. 

"We  essentially  doubled  the  number  of  workers"  at  the  polling  stations, 
Riney  said,  "which  effectively  cut  the  lines  in  half." 

Even  so,  the  lines  really  were  shorter  for  the  runoff  election  Saturday. 

In  the  hotly  contested  primary,  13,111  Cherokees  voted  --a  3-percent 
better  turnout  than  this  weekend's  general  election. 

Officials  chalked  up  the  difference  to  a much  smaller  field  of  candidates. 
The  primary  ballot  had  nine  candidates,  pared  down  to  two  for  Saturday's 
balloting. 

"When  a candidate  drops  off  the  ballot,"  Riney  said,  "his  supporters  don't 
necessarily  change  their  votes  to  someone  else.  Some  people  just  stay  home." 

Or  maybe  the  low  turnout  myth  sprang  from  the  fact  that  only  a tiny 
fraction  of  eligible  Cherokee  voters  actually  do  bother  to  vote. 

With  more  than  200,000  members  in  the  tribe,  only  26,000  are  even 
registered  to  vote  in  Cherokee  elections.  And  fewer  than  50  percent  of  those 
registered  did  vote. 

In  all,  a mere  6.5  percent  of  the  Cherokee  population  chose  a chief  for 
the  whole  group. 

"That  lack  of  participation  is  the  most  serious  problem  the  Cherokees 
face  in  their  democratic  system,"  said  Gordon  Streeb,  associate  executive 
director  of  the  Carter  Center. 

Founded  by  former  President  limmy  Carter  and  based  in  Atlanta,  the 
nonpartisan  Carter  Center  has  monitored  voting  in  more  than  a dozen 
countries  worldwide  to  ensure  fair  elections.  But  this  was  the  first  time 
the  center  observed  an  American  Indian  election. 

"There  needs  to  be  a greater  effort  to  educate  eligible  voters  about  how 
to  register,  to  get  them  involved  in  the  political  process,"  Streeb  said. 

"I  think  Cherokee  officials  have  an  appreciation  for  this  problem,  and  I 
think  we'll  see  them  working  on  it  before  the  next  elections." 

Despite  that  one  criticism,  the  Carter  Center  will  vouch  for  the  fairness 
and  accuracy  of  Saturday's  results,  Streeb  said. 

The  No.  1 concern  among  Cherokee  voters,  he  said,  was  that  the  ballots 
would  not  be  truly  secret.  And  his  team  from  the  Carter  Center  worked  hard 
to  alleviate  those  fears. 

"I  can  assure  you  that  no  ballot  can  be  traced  to  the  person  who  cast  it," 
Streeb  said. 

Chief -elect  Smith  will  be  sworn  in  next  month. 

The  election  came  after  2 1/2  years  of  turmoil  in  the  tribe  --  and  pitted 
two  of  the  leading  figures  in  that  turmoil. 

A constitutional  crisis  erupted  in  February  1997  after  tribal  marshals 


raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of  allegations  of  misuse  of 
funds . 

The  marshals  had  a search  warrant  signed  by  a tribal  supreme  court  justice. 
But  Byrd  fired  the  marshals,  and  his  supporters  on  the  Tribal  Council  moved 
to  impeach  the  supreme  court. 

Smith  was  arrested  in  Dune  1997  after  he  led  a brief  skirmish  to  prevent 
Byrd's  administration  from  closing  the  tribal  courthouse,  where  the  supreme 
court  meets. 
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Runoff  in  Sac  and  Fox  vote 

c AP 

7/26/99 

The  current  chief  will  meet  a two-time  chief  in  that  contest 

STROUD  (AP)  --  Chief  Don  Abney  will  meet  two-time  chief  Dora  Young  in  a 
runoff  election  Aug.  28  that  will  decide  which  of  the  candidates  will  lead 
the  2,500-member  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  into  the  21st  century. 

Abney  was  the  top  vote  getter  in  Saturday's  seven-candidate  primary 
election  for  chief,  according  to  results  released  Sunday  by  tribal 
officials.  Abney  received  128  votes.  Young  was  second  with  103. 

Vote  totals  for  the  other  five  candidates  were  not  released.  A runoff 
election  is  needed  because  none  of  the  candidates  received  a majority  of 
the  votes  cast. 

In  the  race  for  second  chief.  Merle  Boyd  received  153  votes  and  will  be 
in  a runoff  with  Darrell  L.  Gray,  who  received  142  votes.  The  votes  received 
by  two  other  candidates  for  second  chief  were  not  released. 

C.  Wilson  Sr.  received  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  a seat  on  the 
business  committee  and  won  outright  over  two  other  candidates,  according  to 
tribal  election  results.  Wilson  won  with  254  votes. 

The  runoff  election  for  chief  will  be  at  least  the  second  time  that  Abney 
and  Young  have  faced  each  other  for  the  tribe's  top  position. 

Young  defeated  Abney  four  years  ago  by  a vote  of  113-112.  Election 
protests  delayed  Young  taking  office  until  Nov.  29,  1995. 

But  in  March  1997,  the  tribe's  general  council  ousted  Young  after  she  was 
accused  of  denying  tribe  members  freedom  of  speech.  Abney  was  elected  to 
fill  Young's  unexpired  term. 

Meanwhile,  Young  appealed  her  ouster  and  appeared  to  have  won  a reversal 
in  August  when  the  tribal  Supreme  Court  ruled  she  was  removed  without  due 
process.  The  court  also  ruled  Abney's  1997  election  null  and  void. 

The  tribe's  governing  council  voted  not  to  accept  the  court's  ruling.  Four 
of  the  five  judges  who  voted  for  Young  were  removed  from  office. 
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Paiute  Tribe  Trying  to  Regain  Lost  Language  With  Preschool  Program 
c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
7/25/99 

CEDAR  CITY  --  Of  the  Paiutes'  744  members  in  Utah,  fewer  than  40  are  able 


to  speak  the  tribal  language  fluently,  and  many  of  those  are  elderly,  said 
Paiute  Chairwoman  Geneal  Anderson. 

Gloria  Benson  and  three  Paiute  teachers  are  attempting  to  save  the 
language.  Benson  directs  the  Paiute  Preschool  Language  Immersion  Program, 
which  is  attempting  to  preserve  the  language  common  to  all  Paiutes  in  the 
Southwest . 

The  two-year  program,  funded  by  a federal  grant,  is  in  its  seventh  month. 

Tribal  officials  say  the  language  began  to  wane  significantly  during  the 
past  40  years  partly  because  the  tribe  was  "terminated"  in  1954  and  not 
restored  until  1980. 

The  tribe  was  terminated  at  the  request  of  Sen.  Arthur  Watkins,  R-Utah, 
in  the  belief  that  its  members  were  ready  for  total  assimilation  into 
mainstream  culture,  Anderson  said.  This  included  using  English  instead  of 
Paiute . 

Anderson  said  she  and  many  other  Paiutes  do  not  speak  the  language 
fluently  but  can  understand  it  when  it  is  spoken.  Her  mother  spoke  the 
language  at  home,  but  Paiute  was  not  spoken  in  public  schools. 

Pleased  with  the  interest  shown  by  the  children's  parents,  Anderson  said 
she  wants  to  keep  the  preschool  going  although  the  program  must  compete  with 
more  than  500  tribes  for  federal  grants. 

Parents  working  with  their  preschoolers  frequently  call  the  tribal  office 
to  ask  how  to  pronounce  tribal  words,  Benson  said. 

Eight  children  are  enrolled  in  the  summer  program  and  13  for  the  fall  and 
spring  programs.  Students  range  in  age  from  3 to  5 years  old.  The  school  runs 
four  days  a week  from  9 a.m.  to  noon  and  is  taught  by  three  Paiute  women: 
Barbara  Chavez,  Marilyn  lake  and  Vala  Parashonts. 

Benson  calls  the  preschool  a small  step  in  the  tribe's  attempt  to 
preserve  its  language.  The  tribe  also  is  working  on  a Paiute  language 
dictionary. 
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Miami  researcher  helps  resurrect  tribal  language 

c.  AP 

7/29/99 

FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  (AP)  _ A doctoral  thesis  written  in  California  is 
helping  the  Miami  Indians  resurrect  the  tribal  language  they  thought  had 
died  out  more  than  30  years  ago. 

David  Costa's  thesis  from  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley  was  the 
catalyst  that  reunited  Miamis  with  their  ancestral  tongue. 

The  tribe  has  produced  Miami  language  lessons  on  CD-ROM  and  holds 
classes  in  Miami  in  Fort  Wayne,  Peru  and  Oklahoma. 

The  tribes'  Web  site  www.geocities.com/RainForest/7156  contains  a language 
section  listing  words,  phrases  and  a brief  pronunciation  guide. 

Visitors  can  hear  Miamis  speaking  their  native  language  this  weekend  at 
the  Kekionga  Native  American  Alliance  Gathering  of  the  People  at  the  Camp 
McMillen  Girl  Scout  Camp  here. 

Daryl  Baldwin  remembers  how  his  spirits  soared  when  he  saw  Costa's 
thesis  six  years  ago. 

Baldwin,  a Miami  and  a property  manager  for  the  Museums  at  Prophetstown, 
part  of  a new  state  park  near  Lafayette,  contacted  Costa  and  received  a copy 
of  the  thesis.  What  he  saw  amazed  him. 

"A  lot  of  stuff  he  dug  up,  we  never  even  knew  existed,"  Baldwin  said. 

Costa  had  discovered  Miami  dictionaries  compiled  by  French  missionaries, 
more  than  30  tribal  narratives  and  other  documents  written  by  tribal 
ancestors . 

Using  those  writings  and  the  Miami  language's  similarity  to  other 


Algonquian  Indian  languages,  Costa  and  Baldwin  together  have  reconstructed  a 
vocabulary  of  about  10,000  words  and  phrases  and  their  pronunciations. 

The  Miamis  once  controlled  much  of  what  is  now  Indiana. 

Alliances  with  other  tribes  extended  Miami  influence  throughout  the  Great 
Lakes  area. 

But  in  1795,  the  Miamis  signed  the  first  in  a series  of  treaties 
relinquishing  land  to  the  U.S.  government.  In  1846,  the  government  forced 
most  tribe  members  to  make  the  difficult  journey  to  a western  reservation, 
first  in  Kansas  and  then  in  northeast  Oklahoma. 

Federal  officials  allowed  a limited  number  of  Miami  leaders  and  their 
families  to  stay  here.  Many  of  the  more  than  4,000  members  of  the  Miami 
Nation  of  Indiana  descend  from  those  who  stayed. 

Like  most  area  Miami  descendants,  Baldwin  didn't  have  much  exposure  to 
the  tribal  language  while  growing  up  in  Maumee,  Ohio,  near  Toledo.  As  in 
many  households,  use  of  the  Miami  tongue  survived  only  through  a few  songs 
and  prayers  and  the  tradition  of  giving  each  child  a Miami  name. 

Baldwin  became  interested  in  the  language  after  leaving  the  construction 
industry  to  study  for  a degree  in  wildlife  biology. 

Since  then,  Baldwin  has  worked  with  tribal  leaders  to  restore  use  of  the 
language,  a process  he  said  lays  the  foundation  for  tribe  members  to 
reclaim  their  culture. 

"A  lot  of  our  values  and  culture  are  reflected  in  the  language,"  Baldwin 
says . 

Being  able  to  converse  in  Miami  would  help  make  traditional  stories  more 
meaningful,  said  Baldwin,  who  recently  received  a linguistics  degree.  Some 
characters  are  not  easily  described  outside  the  Miami  language,  he  said. 

"We  do  have  small  children  now  who  are  able  to  have  small  conversations 
in  the  language,"  Baldwin  said. 

Also,  Baldwin  is  one  of  a small  but  growing  number  of  Miamis  who  now 
speak  their  ancestral  language  at  home.  Baldwin  and  his  wife,  Karen,  see  it 
as  another  way  of  instilling  in  their  four  young  children  the  proud  heritage 
that  they  have  inherited. 

"They  have  come  to  think  of  their  language  as  part  of  who  they  are,"  he 
said . 
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Apache  Survival  Coalition 
San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation 
P.O.  Box  1237 
San  Carlos,  AZ  85550  USA 
Tel.  001  520  475  2543 

COMMISSION  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
Sub-Commission  on  Prevention 
of  Discrimination  and  Protection 
of  Minorities 

Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples' 

Seventeenth  Session  Duly  26-30,  1999 
Duly  28,  1999 

Item  5:  Principle  Theme:  Indigenous  Peoples'  and  their  Relationship  to  Land 
Madam  Daes,  Chairperson: 

I am  Ola  Cassadore  Davis,  an  enrolled  member  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache 
Tribe,  located  in  western  Arizona.  We  Apache  people  most  earnestly  seek  the 
protection  of  this  august  body  of  the  United  Nations  from  the  destruction 
of  our  culture  and  human  rights  by  U.S.,  German,  Italian  and  Vatican 
astronomers  and  their  sponsoring  governmental  agencies  focused  upon  a most 
sacred  Apache  mountain  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mount  Graham)  in  Arizona.  They  are 
now  building  three  telescopes  on  this  most  holy  and  ancient  Apache  place. 

We  Apache  wish  to  preserve  in  perpetuity  our  rights  as  secured  under  Indian 


treaties  and  agreements  with  the  United  States,  including  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  First  Amendment,  the  American  Indian 
Religious  Freedom  Act,  the  Civil  Rights  Acts,  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act,  U.S.  Executive  Order  13007,  and  any  other  laws,  including 
but  not  limited  to  the  federal  trust  responsibilities  of  the  U.S. 
government  to  Indian  people.  We  Apache  wish  to  bring  to  the  people  of  this 
world  a better  understanding  of  Indian  people,  in  order  that  we  are  able  to 
preserve  and  freely  live  by  our  traditional  culture  and  religious  beliefs. 

The  landform  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mount  Graham)  in  Arizona  is  a central 
source  and  means  of  sacred  spiritual  guidance  and  a traditional  cultural 
property  of  the  Apache  people,  and  a unique  place  on  Earth  through  which 
Apache  people's  prayers  travel  to  the  Creator,  and  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  is 
presently  being  desecrated  and  harmed  by  the  cutting  of  ancient  forest, 
digging,  and  road  building,  and  the  installation  of  telescopes  sponsored  by 
the  University  of  Arizona  of  Tucson,  Arizona,  various  Max  Planck  Institutes 
of  Germany,  the  Arcetri  Observatory  of  Florence,  Italy,  the  Vatican 
Observatory  of  Rome,  Italy  and  Ohio  State  University  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Apache  spiritual  leaders  and  medicine  men  and  women  have  previously  signed 
a petition  opposing  that  desecration  and  such  harms;  and  the  San  Carlos 
Apache  Tribal  Council  has  voted  four  times  to  oppose  the  installation  of 
the  observatory,  most  recently  on  Dune  13,  1995;  and  documents  and 
testimony  in  the  archives  of  the  University  of  Arizona  and  U.S.  government 
confirm  the  cultural  and  religious  importance  of  this  land.  We  Apache  were 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  information  gathering  here  in  Arizona,  and  the 
findings  and  report  of  United  Nations  Special  Rapporteur  Mr.  Abdelfattah 
Amor  in  1998  and  1999.  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mount  Graham)  should  be  considered 
as  a World  Heritage  Site. 

On  May  24,  1996,  the  President  of  the  United  States  issued  Executive  Order 
13007  requiring  that  all  U.S.  land  management  agencies  shall  "protect  the 
physical  integrity  of  Indian  Sacred  Sites"  and  all  unrestricted  access  by 
Indians  thereto.  So  far,  that  Presidential  Order  has  not  been  enforced  on 
our  Sacred  Mountain. 

On  Dune  16,  1999  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Forest  Service  sent  a 
letter  to  officials  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe  acknowledging  that  Mount 
Graham  "is  very  important  to  the  Apaches,"  and  that  "The  Forest  Service 
has,  already,  enough  information  to  consider  the  mountain  sacred  under  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act,  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration 
Act,  and  the  First  Amendment."  But  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Forest  Service  has  taken  no  positive  action  on  those  words.  To  this  day, 
they  have  worked  hard  against  us  traditional  Apaches. 

Section  16  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Forest  Service's  Special 
Use  Permit  for  the  observatory  on  the  mountain,  which  was  signed  by  the 
University  of  Arizona  and  the  Forest  Service,  states  that  "If... the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. .. shall  determine  that  the  public  interest 
requires  termination  of  this  permit,  this  permit  shall  terminate  upon 
thirty  days'  written  notice..." 

That  permit  provides  for  a payment  of  up  to  U.S.  $10,000  to  the  University 
of  Arizona  by  the  U.S.  to  help  defray  the  costs  of  removing  the  observatory 
from  the  mountain. 

In  conclusion,  we  Apache  would  respectfully  urge  this  body  of  the  United 
Nations  to  recognize  and  acknowledge  that  the  disrespect  and  suffering 
caused  by  the  nations  and  governments  mentioned  above  be  terminated 
forthwith.  We  Apache  petition  you  for  a resolution  consistent  with  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians  of  1993,  1995  and  Duly  1999.  They 
stated  that  the  public  interest  in  protecting  Apache  culture  is  compelling, 
and  that  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  should  accordingly  require  the 
prompt  removal  of  the  telescopes  from  Mount  Graham. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  attention  to  this  matter. 

Respectfully  yours. 

Statement  and  Petition  to  the  United  Nations  To  Protect  the  Indian  Sacred 
Site,  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mount  Graham)  by  Ola  Cassadore  Davis. 
Statement/intervention  read  out  on  Duly  29,  1999  by  Daniel  Zapata,  Peabody 
Watch  Arizona. 

Ola  Cassadore  Davis,  Chairperson 
Apache  Survival  Coalition 


San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation 
P.0.  Box  1237 
San  Carlos,  AZ  85550  USA 
Tel.  001  520  475  2543 
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Indigenous  Relatives  and  Supporters: 

Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations 
17th  Session,  26  - 30  Duly  1999 
Agenda  Item  7 

Doint  Intervention  by  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  and  Paul  Nakoda  Nation 
Dear  Madam  Chairperson  and  delegates: 

I am  representing  a joint  statement  for  the  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  of  Black 
Mesa  Arizona  from  the  United  States  and  the  Paul  Nakoda  Nation  of  Alberta, 
Canada.  As  Indigenous  Peoples  of  America,  we  still  value  our  land  and  its 
surroundings  with  respect.  Coal  mining  companies  are  moving  into  our 
territories  to  meet  the  needs  of  other  cities.  At  the  growing  rate  of 
modern  technology  today,  the  need  for  electricity  is  increasing  rapidly. 

While  many  people  of  the  world  are  living  comfortably,  the  living  condition 
of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  are  suffering.  They  are  being  removed  of  their 
ancestral  lands  to  make  way  for  mining  industries.  To  remove  people  off 
their  ancestral  lands  breaks  their  connection  with  their  roots. 

In  the  Canada  region,  the  Paul  Nakoda  community  is  suffering  from  mercury 
poisoning  from  the  strip  mining,  contaminating  the  water  and  fish.  Fishing 
is  part  of  the  traditional  practices  in  the  southern  part  of  Canada.  The 
Provincial  Government  of  Alberta  has  given  mining  companies  permission  to 
begin  a multi-strip  mining  project,  near  the  town  of  Flinton,  Alberta.  The 
project  will  also  have  serious  affects  on  the  traditional  hunting  areas  of 
Nakoda,  Cree  and  Saulteau  communities  of  that  area.  This  project  will  also 
completely  destroy  their  sacred  sites  and  vision  quest  area. 

Among  the  Dine'  people  of  Arizona,  Peabody  Coal  Company  is  forcing  its  way 
through  many  ancestral  burial  sites,  sacred  sites  and  irreplaceable 
vegetation,  some  of  which  are  medicinal  herbs.  Only  leaving  bare,  tree-less 
hills  behind,  a wasted  land  with  polluted  air  and  ponds.  Without 
hesitation,  Peabody  Coal  Company  continues  its  way  towards  more  destruction 
of  the  land  and  its  people.  Approximately  2 million  gallons  of  natural 
drinking  water  per  day  is  flushing  coal  through  a slurry  pipeline  some  273 
miles  away,  causing  the  rivers  and  ponds  to  run  dry,  leaving  animals  with 
nothing  to  drink  and  people  having  to  haul  water  up  to  40  miles  away. 
Residents  adjacent  to  the  open  pit  mines  are  in  need  of  medical  assistance 
from  breathing  polluted  air,  from  the  blastings  and  dust  from  heavy  traffic 
on  unimproved  roads. 

Coal  companies'  invasions  are  forcing  people  and  animals  to  relocate  and 
reduce  in  numbers.  The  Creator  placed  us  on  the  land  to  be  caretakers. 
Unfortunately,  we  are  limited  to  continue  this  mission  and  it  is  beyond  our 
control.  Our  sacred  sites  (including  homes)  will  be  destroyed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  cities  to  live  comfortably. 

Both  Nations  are  experiencing  serious  problems  and  are  suffering  from  local 
strip  minings  in  each  region.  Madam  Chair,  we  ask  that  these  coal  companies 
and  industries  get  the  local  resident's  consent  first.  We  also  ask  these 
Indigenous  peoples  be  informed  of  these  issues  before  companies  make  their 
way  through  our  backyards.  On  behalf  of  our  nations,  we  thank  you  for  your 
undivided  attention. 


Websites  for  more  information  on  the  Dine'  issues: 
http : //www. solcommuinications . com 


http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 


"RE : zia  Pueblo  Deplores  Exploitation  of  Sacred  Symbol"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Dul  1999  13:27:30  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  07-29-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Indian  tribe  deplores  commercial  exploitation  of  its  sacred  symbol 
The  Zia  sun  symbol  is  everywhere  in  New  Mexico.  A change  in  federal 
trademark  law  could  limit  its  use. 

By  Dulie  Cart 

c.  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 

7/26/99 

DENVER  - Open  a phone  book  anywhere  in  New  Mexico.  Turn  to  the  business 
listings,  look  under  Zia,  the  name  given  the  sun  symbol  found  on  the  state 
flag  and  a staggering  variety  of  snacks,  T-shirts,  buildings  and  businesses. 
Across  the  state,  the  Zia  name  and  symbol  are  affixed  to  companies  offering 
pest  control,  plumbing,  window  cleaning  and  security  services. 

The  people  of  tiny  Zia  Pueblo  in  north-central  New  Mexico,  all  850  of 
them,  are  deeply  offended.  To  them,  the  red  circle  with  lines  radiating  in 
four  directions  is  a religious  symbol  not  to  be  used  frivolously,  certainly 
not  something  that  should  appear  on  the  side  of  portable  toilets,  as  it  does 
in  one  case. 

Until  now,  the  Zia  could  only  mount  costly  and  uncertain  legal  battles  to 
try  to  stop  companies  from  appropriating  their  tribal  symbol,  but  there  may 
be  legal  relief  for  the  500  American  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States. 

Representatives  of  the  U.S.  Patent  and  Trade  Office  have  been  meeting  with 
American  Indians  across  the  country,  preparing  a report  for  Congress  on  a 
proposed  change  to  federal  trademark  law  that  would  allow  tribes  to  register 
their  insignias  just  as  state,  national  and  foreign  entities  do  their 
official  symbols. 

The  change  would  not  outlaw  the  use  of  tribal  symbols,  but  it  would 
prohibit  businesses  from  trademarking  them  and  thus  discourage  their  use. 

"The  status  quo  is  not  adequate,"  said  Sen.  Deff  Bingaman  (D.,  N.M.), 
whose  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Zia  brought  about  the  hearings.  "Since  we  do 
provide  legal  protection  for  symbols  of  other  government  entities,  it's  not 
a difficult  argument  to  say  we  should  do  the  same  with  tribes  and  pueblos. 
The  reality  is  that  there  are  some  meanings  that  tribes  and  pueblos  attach 
to  their  symbols  that  are  more  heartfelt  and  have  more  significance  to  them 
than  a normal  city  seal." 

At  the  hearings,  held  in  Albuquerque  and  San  Francisco,  tribal  leaders 
have  been  bringing  forth  their  sacred  symbols,  hoping  they  may  find  legal 
protection.  In  some  cases,  publicly  discussing  religious  beliefs  goes 
against  tribal  law. 

The  use  of  the  sun  symbol  is  so  limited  among  the  Zia  that  for  it  to  be 
reproduced  even  within  their  pueblo  requires  the  permission  of  religious 
elders . 

"It's  a symbol  that  holds  religious  significance  for  us,"  said  Peter  Pino, 
tribal  administrator  for  the  Zia,  who  do  not  seek  to  change  the  New  Mexico 
flag.  "What's  offensive  is  all  the  people  using  it  for  commercial  purposes 
and  gain." 

Even  as  some  tribes  say  that  their  sacred  symbols  have  been  exploited 
commercially,  others  argue  that  a marketplace  flooded  with  American  Indian 
brand  names  confuses  consumers  and  inhibits  tribes  from  developing  their  own 
commercial  interests. 

"In  New  Mexico,  all  of  the  pueblos  and  tribes  are  seeking  to  become 
economically  viable,  and  their  culture  and  history  is  essential  to  much  of 
that  development,"  Bingaman  said. 

Acting  Patent  Office  Commissioner  Q.  Todd  Dickinson  said  the  complex  issue 
had  drawn  a larger-than-usual  amount  of  public  comment.  At  the  first  two  of 


three  scheduled  hearings,  Dickinson  said,  the  consensus  from  the  tribes  was 
that  "some  mechanism  for  allowing  the  official  insignia  to  be  registered 
with  us  is  appropriate. " 

The  agency  must  submit  a report  to  Congress  by  Sept.  30.  The  House  and 
Senate  ludiciary  Committees  will  consider  the  patent  office's 
recommendations  and,  Dickinson  said,  could  craft  legislation. 

He  said  the  central  question  is  how  a symbol  is  to  be  defined:  Is  it  a 
word,  a name,  a commercially  designed  seal  or,  like  the  Zia,  a depiction 
that  dates  back  800  years? 

Roberta  Price,  an  attorney  for  the  Zia  tribe  specializing  in  intellectual 
property,  said  the  appropriation  of  tribal  names  and  symbols  was  a 
continuation  of  the  legacy  from  a century  ago.  "Where  are  we  going  to  draw 
the  line  in  our  taking  from  the  Indian?"  she  asked. 
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Delaware  Culture  Presentation  at  NIBA  Convention. 

c.  Delaware  Indian  News 

7/1/99 

On  May  2,  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians  Cultural  Preservation  Committee 
and  tribal  members  presented  a Delaware  Event  Program  for  the  reception 
guests  and  attendees  of  the  7th  Annual  National  Indian  Business  Association 
(NIBA)  Conference  & Trade  Show  held  in  Tulsa  Oklahoma  at  the  Adams  Mark 
Hotel.  The  evening  was  joint  sponsored  by  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians  and 
the  Bartlesville  Development  Corporation  (BDC).  Following  a buffet  dinner 
and  the  welcome  from  BDC  chairman,  3im  Fram,  a number  of  Delaware  songs  and 
social  dances  were  presented. 

Chief  Dee  Ketchum  emceed  the  program,  explaining  the  dances  and 
encouraging  reception  attendees  to  participate.  The  response  to  the 
presentation  was  extremely  positive  and  guests  were  heard  to  remark  about 
the  "wonderful  time"  they  had  with  their  Delaware  hosts.  Ketchum  was 
also  invited  to  give  the  invocation  at  the  opening  session  of  the 
Conference  on  the  following  Monday  morning. 

NIBA  is  headquartered  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  represents  some  24,000 
American  Indian  owned  businesses  and  promotes  American  Indian  business 
development  through  education,  advocacy  and  communication  regarding 
national  issues.  The  NIBA  President  and  CEO  is  Mohave/Shasta  Indian  and 
native  Arizonian  Pete  Homer. 

The  purpose  of  the  NIBA  Convention  was  to  bring  the  latest  information  on 
the  federal  agencies  and  their  programs  to  the  many  American  Indian  tribes 
represented  so  that  vital  information  needed  to  help  rural  and  small 
disadvantaged  businesses  would  be  available.  The  conference  was  also 
designed  to  show  the  value  of  partnering  with  others  and  leveraging  your 
resources.  By  partnering,  you  extend  your  dollars  beyond  your  own  investment 
and  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  both  communities.  "Partnering  will  be 
the  key  to  every  tribe's  financial  success,"  said  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians 
Economic  Development  Director  Alan  Chissoe.  "Our  tribe  is  in  the  spirit  of 
growth  and  I believe  with  strong  leaders,  hard  work,  good  friends,  and  the 
courage  of  conviction,  the  new  millennium  will  bring  a prosperity  to  not 
only  us  but  Native  Americans  everywhere.  This  conference  will  give  us  more 
tools  and  contacts  to  accomplish  our  goals." 

[Note:  The  Delaware  Indian  News  is  a quarterly  publication  and  the  official 
voice  of  the  Delaware  Tribe  with  their  tribal  headquarters  in  Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma.  The  newspaper  is  free  to  enrolled  tribal  members.  For  anyone 
else  interested  in  subscribing  the  cost  is  $6.00  per  year.  Send  check  or 
money  order,  (no  cash  please),  made  payable  Delaware  Indian  News, 

Attn:  D.  I.  N.  Subscription,  220  NW  Virginia  Ave.,  Bartlesville,  OK,  74003] 
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Troubled  waters:  Mille  Lacs  Lake  after  treaty  ruling 
Susan  Hogan/Albach 
c.  Star  Tribune 
Duly  25,  1999 

GARRISON,  MINN.  --  The  sun  was  still  steamy  at  8 p.m.  as  a group  of 
anglers  waited  at  a boat  launch  for  a guide  to  lead  them  into  the  waters  of 
Lake  Mille  Lacs. 

One  of  the  passengers  was  Phil  Knutson,  a retired  high  school  principal  who 
lives  in  Andover.  A frequent  visitor  to  the  lake,  he  sized  up  the  summer's 
fishing  this  way: 

"Outstanding!"  he  said,  punctuating  each  syllable.  "The  walleye  don't  jump 
out  of  the  lake  and  into  the  boat,  but  they're  really  biting." 

It's  the  best  year  for  walleye  fishing  on  Mille  Lacs  since  1992,  according 
to  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  On  opening  weekend  in  May, 
anglers  caught  an  estimated  five  fish  per  boat,  about  twice  the  usual  haul. 
"And  it  seemed  to  get  better  and  better  and  better,"  said  Larry  Adams,  a 
guide  on  Mille  Lacs  whose  tongue-in-cheek  business  cards  say  he's  a "doctor 
of  fishology . " 

Even  so,  these  are  troubled  waters.  In  the  towns  along  the  lake's 
picturesque  shores,  few  non-Indians  are  happy  about  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's 
decision  in  March  affirming  Chippewa  hunting  and  fishing  privileges 
guaranteed  in  an  1837  treaty. 

The  ruling  brought  an  end  to  a rancorous  legal  battle  that  had  been  begun 
nine  years  earlier  by  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa  and  was  joined  later 
by  seven  other  bands.  But  it  hasn't  brought  an  end  to  the  hard  feelings. 
"We've  got  to  live  with  it,  but  we  don't  have  to  like  it,"  said  Harold 
Hanson,  a retired  welder  who  lives  near  Garrison,  on  the  lake's  west  shore. 
Aboard  the  guide  boat,  Hanson  told  other  anglers  about  a recent  outing  on 
the  lake  that  conveyed  his  sentiments  about  new  fish  allotments  resulting 
from  the  court's  decision. 

"I  [kept]  five  fish,"  he  said,  "and  I had  to  throw  back  11  to  the 
Indians . " 

Tourism 

On  the  northeast  shore  near  Malmo,  the  phone  rang  steadily  one  day  last 

week  in  the  one-room  headquarters  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Area  Tourism  Council. 

"Is  there  a speed  limit  for  ATVs?" 

"How  long  is  the  bike  trail?" 

"Got  any  golf  courses?" 

Dudy  Cain,  who  runs  the  office,  was  delighted.  Tourists  who  once  stayed 
away  because  of  the  bad  publicity  from  the  treaty  dispute  now  seem  willing 
to  give  the  area  a try. 

"The  great  fishing  we're  having  this  year  is  the  best  thing  that  could 
have  happened  to  the  area,"  she  said.  "Of  course,  if  it  had  been  a bad  year, 
you  know  a lot  of  people  would  have  blamed  the  treaty." 

Cain  has  been  so  busy  this  summer  that  she's  hired  a part-time  helper  to 

answer  calls  --  as  many  as  165  a day  --  and  to  mail  out  the  hundreds  of 

brochures  requested  every  week. 

The  fishing  sells  itself,  so  Cain  promotes  attractions  that  the  public  may 
not  know  about:  the  area's  four  golf  courses,  two  state  parks,  wildlife 
refuge,  swimming,  hiking  and  biking  trails  and  much  more. 

At  least  six  resorts  won't  work  with  the  council  because  of  its 
association  with  the  the  Mille  Lacs  band  and  its  Grand  Casino  on  the  nearby 
reservation,  Cain  said.  But  resorts  that  do  work  with  the  council  have  been 


full  nearly  every  weekend  this  summer. 

"By  this  time  last  year,  so  many  of  the  resorts  had  openings/'  she  said. 
"Now,  everybody's  full." 

Business  is  up  at  restaurants  and  gift  shops,  too,  though  some  owners 
can't  keep  up  with  the  demand  because  of  a shortage  of  summer  help. 

"It's  not  always  humanly  possible  to  keep  up,"  said  Curt  Dohnson,  owner 
of 

the  Isle  Bakery,  who's  had  to  forgo  some  wholesale  business  because  he 
didn't  have  enough  employees  to  fill  orders. 

Cain's  group  promotes  the  lake  area  on  radio,  TV  and  print  media  outside  the 
state. 

"We  go  after  the  people  who  live  far  enough  away  that  they  can't  go  home  if 
they  don't  like  it,"  she  said.  "Like  Ohio." 

Underlying  tensions 

The  good  fishing  hasn't  dispelled  the  grousing  of  treaty  naysayers.  The  most 
vocal  complain  about  Chippewa  having  "special"  privileges  and  rights  not 
accorded  other  Americans. 

"It's  not  just  a fishing  issue,  it's  an  equal-rights  issue,"  said  Linda  Eno 
of  Twin  Pines  Restaurant  and  Resort  in  Garrison.  "You  have  people  living 
side  by  side  with  two  different  sets  of  rules." 

Because  the  tribe's  harvest  increases  from  55,000  to  100,000  pounds  of 
walleye  over  the  next  three  years,  fear  abounds  that  the  Chippewa  will 
deplete  the  lake,  which  happened  at  Red  Lake.  The  tribe  and  DNR  say  they  are 
working  cooperatively  to  ensure  that  doesn't  happen. 

So  far  this  year,  Chippewa  have  harvested  about  42,284  pounds  of  walleye. 
Non-Chippewa  anglers  harvested  more  than  that  --  about  50,000  pounds  --  on 
the  first  two  days  of  the  walleye  season  in  May,  according  to  DNR  estimates. 
The  non-Indian  harvest  had  reached  470,000  pounds  by  Duly  21  --  25,000  short 
of  the  total  amount  allotted  --  with  another  200,000  pounds  released  because 
the  fish  were  outside  allowable  length  limits. 

Some  anglers  fear  that  the  lake  will  be  closed  as  soon  as  the  pound  limits 
are  reached,  but  the  DNR  said  that  isn't  likely. 

"Much  of  the  harvest  has  already  occurred,"  said  Rick  Bruesewitz,  a DNR 
fisheries  biologist.  "I  don't  know  of  any  plan  to  close  the  fishery  if  we're 
over  a small  amount.  We're  still  in  a trial  period." 

The  DNR  said  one  of  the  biggest  complaints  from  anglers  and  resort  owners 
is  over  size  limits,  which  change  every  year  under  the  new  system. 
Non-Chippewa  anglers  must  release  walleye  of  less  than  14  inches  and  those 
between  20  and  26  inches.  They  can  keep  one  walleye  of  more  than  26  inches. 

"The  biggest  problem  is  that  many  of  the  people  who  harvest  illegal  fish 
is  that  they  didn't  know  the  rules,"  said  Tom  Dones,  a DNR  large  lake 
specialist.  "Some  people  are  saying  they're  not  coming  back  because  they 
caught  five  fish  over  20  inches  and  had  to  throw  them  back. 

"But  under  the  old  rules,  they  would  have  had  to  throw  four  of  those  back 
anyway. " 

Reservations 

At  Cassady's  Country  Store  in  Wahkon,  owner  Dudy  Cassady  said  it's  been 
the  best  summer  for  business  since  she  moved  back  to  her  hometown  five  years 
ago.  Cassady  is  sympathetic  to  the  Chippewa's  treaty  rights.  But  rumors 
about  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  buying  up  land  around  the  lake  worry  her. 

"I'm  afraid  I won't  be  able  to  sell  my  business  when  I'm  ready,"  she  said. 
Some  fear  the  Chippewa  will  claim  property  purchased  in  ceded  territory  as 
reservation  land,  freeing  them  of  obligations  to  pay  property  taxes. 

"I  pay  $800  in  property  taxes  every  year  to  live  in  a mobile  home," 

Cassady  said.  "A  lot  of  people  couldn't  live  here  any  more  if  their  taxes 
skyrocketed . " 

The  Mille  Lacs  Band  said  it  has  no  intention  of  driving  people  off  of 
their  land.  The  band  acknowledges  owning  two  resorts  on  nonreservation 
land  and  making  offers  on  other  property. 

"The  tribe  knows  real  well  what  it's  like  to  have  land  taken  away  by  all 
sorts  of  methods,"  said  Don  Wedll,  the  band's  commissioner  of  natural 
resources.  "It  isn't  going  to  do  that  to  anyone  else.  It  knows  how 
devastating  that  can  be." 


Wedll  said  people  who  assume  that  the  Chippewa  are  going  to  ruin  resort 
living  seem  to  forget  that  the  casino  pours  millions  of  dollars  into  the 
county's  economy  and  that  the  majority  of  its  employees  aren't  Chippewa. 

"I  wish  they'd  stop  and  consider  where  they'd  be  without  the  casino/'  he 
said . 

Taking  a break  outside  the  Mille  Lacs  Trading  Post,  where  she  works,  Carol 
Sam  said  she's  hopeful  that  the  racial  tensions  will  temper  with  time. 

"I  think  it  will  take  a while  for  the  feelings  to  settle  down,"  said  Sam, 

49,  a Chippewa  who  lives  in  the  town  of  Fort  Ripley.  "There  will  probably 
always  be  some  people  who  are  hostile  to  us.  But  there  are  also  people  who 
aren 't  like  that . " 

The  future 

The  big  catches  of  May,  Dune  and  early  Duly  are  beginning  to  slow.  The 
water  is  warm,  and  the  fish  are  staying  deeper  to  be  cooler. 

That  doesn't  deter  Knutson,  the  retired  principal,  who  enjoys  the 
camaraderie  of  his  fishing  buddies  almost  as  much  as  the  haul. 

Out  in  the  fishing  boat,  the  anglers  return  to  shore  under  a moonlit  sky 
and  divide  their  catch:  12  fish.  Knutson  is  happy,  though  several  fish 
caught  have  to  be  released. 

"We  accept  it  as  part  of  the  way  of  fish  management  of  1999,"  he  said. 

"RE : 9th  Circuit  Court  and  Big  Mountain  News"  
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From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  28  Dul  1999  01:09:41  EDT 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

1.  9th  Circuit  Court  hearing: 

We  have  now  heard  two  possible  dates  for  an  upcoming  9th  Circuit  Court 
hearing,  on  August  12  and  August  13.  I am  currently  checking  whether  the 
hearing  will  be  an  open  session  or  a closed  session.  If  it  is  an  open 
session  then  I am  certain  that  some  people  will  want  to  travel  to  San 
Francisco.  If  this  is  the  case  we  will  need  to  raise  funds  quickly  to  help 
with  gas  and  food  expenses?  Perhaps  support  people  in  San  Francisco  can 
help  with  lodging. 

I am  currently  inquiring  whether  there  is  anything  on  the  docket  at  the 
9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  Duly  12  or  13.  We  also  need  to  see  if  the 
session  will  be  an  open  or  closed.  Please  feel  free  to  call  the  Court 
House  in  San  Francisco  to  find  out.  I will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I find 
out . 

If  it  is  an  open  session  we  will  need  to  quickly  raise  some  funds  for 
Dineh  that  will  want  to  attend  this  session  in  San  Francisco.  If  you  can 
help  us  raise  some  money  for  this  please  contact  our  fiscal  agent  and  make 
your  check  payable  to  SDN,  earmarked  for  the  9th  Circuit  Court  hearing. 


2.  Update  on  the  meetings  with  the  feds: 

It  has  just  been  confirmed  that  the  1st  in  a series  of  3 two-day  meetings, 
addressing  BIA  grazing  issues  and  livestock  confiscation  has  been 
rescheduled.  We  believe  it  is  because  the  feds  found  out  the  people  were 
planning  on  attending  the  meetings.  We  have  heard  these  meetings  will 
instead  be  held  on  August  19  and  20. 

Having  people  attend  these  meetings  would  hurt  the  propaganda  line  of  the 
government  which  states  that  everyone  is  happy  and  only  a few  people  are 
being  troublemakers . But  first  the  feds  informed  us,  after  they  heard  that 
the  word  was  out  about  the  meetings  that  there  was  only  a 50/50  chance  they 
would  come  at  all.  At  the  same  time  we  were  told  that  the  locations  for  the 
meetings  were  switched,  and  the  Hardrock  Chapter  meeting  would  be  on  Friday, 
Duly  30  rather  than  on  Thursday,  Duly  29  and  the  Teesto  Chapter  meeting 


would  be  on  Thursday,  Duly  29th  rather  than  on  Friday,  Duly  29.  I guess 
this  is  the  power  of  outreach. 

We  were  also  just  told  that  the  2nd  in  the  series  of  3 meetings,  we 
believe  the  meeting  to  address  Hopi  governance  issues  will  be  held  on 
September  23  and  24.  The  dates  for  the  3rd  in  the  series  of  3 meetings, 
addressing  religious  issues  has  not  be  given  yet.  I wonder  if  these  dates 
will  also  change. 


3.  Update  on  the  Winslow  Tract: 

We  have  been  working  with  a Vet.  that  has  been  visiting  the  Winslow  Tract. 

He  is  documenting  the  lack  of  adequate  water  and  forage  for  cattle.  The 
water  is  salty  and  the  cattle  are  not  drinking  it.  The  land  has  been 
devastated  by  drought  and  is  devoid  of  vegetation.  There  is  not  enough  food 
and  water  to  keep  the  cattle  alive.  It  is  critical  that  the  Navajo  Nation 
provide  supplementary  hay,  feed  and  water  for  the  cattle.  Last  Spring  this 
area  was  declared  a state  of  drought  emergency  by  the  State  of  Arizona  and 
the  US  Department  of  Agriculture.  There  are  greener  pastures  like  Big  Bow 
Ranch  which  the  Navajo  Nation  owns.  Please  pressure  the  Navajo  tribe  to 
ensure  the  safety  and  well  being  of  these  cattle.  These  animals  deserve 
shade,  fresh  water  and  good  vegetation.  And  if  the  Navajo  cannot  ensure 
the  well-being  of  these  animals  then  provide  hay  and  feed  to  make  sure  they 
do  not  die.  If  this  is  not  possible  then  let  them  return  home  to  Black  Mesa 
where  they  were  healthy  and  well  cared  for  granted  sovereign  immunity  from 
the  BIA.  Not  left  there  as  many  have  said,  to  die. 

Please  contact  Roman  Bitsuie,  Executive  Director  of  the  Navajo  Hopi  Land 
Commission,  The  Navajo  Nation,  P.0.  Box  2549,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515, 

Phone:  (520)  871-6277 
and 

Donathan  Hale,  Assistant  to  Kelsey  Begaye,  President,  The  Navajo  Nation. 

P.0.  Box  9000,  The  Navajo  Nation,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515,  Phone:  (520) 
871-6000 

You  should  also  put  pressure  on  the  US  Department  of  Agriculture  as  this 
land  has  not  been  turned  over  to  trust  lands  and  they  have  jurisdiction. 

Tell  them  to  apply  in  Washington,  DC  with  the  US  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  supplementary  hay,  feed  and  water  funds.  It  is  their  responsibility  to 
do  this  since  they  have  declared  this  area  a state  of  emergency. 

Please  contact:  Donna  Carstens,  Badge  75,  US  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Animals  Services  Division,  Livestock  Department,  1688  W.  Adams,  Phoenix, 

AZ  85007.  Phone:  (1-800-294-0305). 
and 

Please  contact:  Wilbert  Goy,  he  has  oversight  of  the  Winslow  Tract,  Navajo 
Hopi  Land  Commission,  Box  2549,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515.  Phone:  (520) 
871-6441  and  (520)  853-1147. 

Appeal  for  Help: 

If  the  Navajo  Nation  refuses  to  purchase  hay  for  the  cattle  on  the  Winslow 
tract  and  the  corralled  animals  on  HPL  then  please  help  by  donating  money 
that  we  urgently  need  to  raise.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  Navajo 
Nation  can  purchase  alfalfa  hay  at  a reduced  price  due  to  the  drought 
emergency  for  $65-$80/ton  rather  than  the  usual  price  of  about  $165/ton. 

If  the  Navajo  Nation  won't  help  the  Dineh  people  on  a humanitarian  level 
then  we  appeal  to  you  to  help  them. 

Please  send  your  donations  to  our  fiscal  agent  with  a note  that  the  funds 
be  earmarked  for  the  hay  and  feed  program. 


4.  How  to  send  money  to  help: 

Please  send  your  tax-deductible  contributions  to: 

Steve  Sugarman,  Executive  Director 

Social  and  Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE) 

20110  Rockport  Way,  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340 

phone:  (310)  456-3534,  Tax  ID  number  95-4116679 

Please  make  your  check  out  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN) 

and  specify  whether  your  funds  are  for  general  use  or  for  a specific  project 


Thanks  for  your  support  and  help. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 
E-mail:  dinetah29@aol.com 

Web  sites:  http://www.solcommunications.com  and 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 

may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 

http : //www. onelist . com/subscribe/BIGMTLIST . 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
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Lewis  County  decides  to  tax  Indians'  fee  land 
Tribal  member  plans  to  appeal 
BY  JODI  WALKER 
OF  THE  TRIBUNE 

NEZ  PERCE  --  The  Lewis  County  commissioners  have  denied  property  tax 
exemptions  on  seven  properties  owned  by  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  and  one  owned 
by  a tribal  member  within  the  county. 

The  decision  was  made  in  the  wake  of  a U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
said  fee  land  owned  by  tribal  members  could  be  taxed. 

Fee  land  is  land  that  is  within  reservation  boundaries  but  has  been  sold 
into  private  ownership. 

"We  are  following  the  code,"  said  Commissioner  Laurine  Nightingale.  A 
letter  from  the  Idaho  attorney  general  earlier  this  year  gave  counties  the 
go-ahead  to  tax  the  properties.  The  letter  gave  little  indication  of  state 
support  to  do  it,  however. 

"The  state  doesn't  have  enough  confidence  to  bring  it  themselves,"  said 
Tom  Keefe,  who  with  his  wife,  JoAnn  Kauffman,  applied  for  tax  exemption  on 
their  property  in  Kamiah  and  were  turned  down.  Kauffman  is  an  enrolled 
member  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe. 

"I  am  puzzled  at  the  poor  judgment  of  local  officials,"  Kauffman  said. 

She  and  Keefe  will  appeal  the  decision  and  she  expects  the  tribe  will  do 
the  same  in  the  other  cases. 

"I  fully  expect  the  support  of  my  tribe,"  she  said.  "The  Nez  Perce  Tribe 
has  taken  the  position  that  fee  land  within  the  reservation  is  not  subject 
to  local  or  state  taxation." 

Tribal  officials  did  not  return  phone  calls  from  the  Tribune. 

Kauffman  and  Keefe  have  owned  the  property  in  Kamiah  for  a year  and  a 
half.  They  were  given  the  tax  exemption  last  year. 

Several  tribal  members  were  given  exemptions  last  year.  Nightingale  said. 


but  were  told  it  would  only  be  for  one  year,  pending  the  outcome  of  the 
Supreme  Court  case. 


To  unsubscribe,  write  to  Nez_Perce_Treaties-unsubscribe@listbot.com 
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Blackrobes  and  Flurons 
DIM  WITHERS 
The  Montreal  Gazette 
24  Duly  1999 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  Iroquois  warriors  drove  Desuit 
missionaries  from  their  stronghold  on  Georgian  Bay  and  dispersed  the  Wendat 
nation . 

The  Hurons  are  finally  coming  home  to  Huronia.  Three  and  a half  centuries 
after  the  Wendat  (Huron)  Confederacy  was  dispersed,  its  descendants  are 
returning  here  from  as  far  away  as  Kansas  and  Loretteville,  Que. 

The  Aug  27-29  homecoming  will  bring  them  to  Sainte-Marie-Among-the-Hurons, 
the  reconstructed  17th-century  Desuit  mission  where  some  of  their  ancestors 
lived . 

Built  in  1639,  three  years  before  Montreal  was  founded,  ill-fated 
Sainte-Marie  was  Ontario's  first  European  community.  It  lasted  10  years, 
housing  as  many  as  66  Frenchmen  or  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  New  France. 
It  was  also  home  to  Wendat  converts,  who  lived  in  a separate  section  of  the 
palisaded  stronghold. 

But  350  years  ago,  the  end  came  for  both  Sainte-Marie  and  the  Wendat 
Confederacy. 

The  Iroquois  were  attacking  and  on  March  16  and  17,  1649,  Desuit  fathers 
Dean  de  Brebeuf  and  Gabriel  Lalemant  were  tortured  to  death  just  11 
kilometres  east  of  here  at  Saint-Ignace  II.  Two  months  later,  the  Blackrobes 
decided  it  was  time  to  abandon  Sainte-Marie,  which  they  torched  before 
fleeing.  They  and  some  of  their  Wendat  followers  eventually  made  it  to 
Quebec  the  next  spring,  after  enduring  a brutal  winter  of  starvation  and 
sickness  on  nearby  Christian  Island. 

The  remaining  Wendats  joined  other  tribes  or  settled  in  the  Ohio  Valley, 
only  to  be  displaced  by  white  settlers.  The  Wendat  diaspora  now  has  two 
distinct  branches  - one  in  Loretteville,  and  the  other  in  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma . 

Sainte-Marie  was  meticulously  reconstructed  on  much  of  its  original  mortar 
foundation  along  the  banks  of  the  Wye  River,  complete  with  an  internal 
locked  waterway,  a longhouse  for  Christian  Indians,  blacksmith  shop, 
cookhouse,  a hospital  and  the  church  of  St.  Doseph,  where  Brebeuf  and 
Lalemant  were  briefly  buried  in  a single  grave. 

Opened  in  1967  and  run  by  the  provincial  government,  Sainte-Marie  attracts 
close  to  100,000  visitors  a year. 

Students  don  the  roles  of  specific  Desuit  fathers  and  donnes,  the 
dedicated  laymen  who  toiled  as  carpenters,  doctors,  hunters  and  cobblers. 

The  real  donnes  were  men,  but  as  a concession  to  the  late  20th  century 
many  are  played  by  young  women. 

The  Desuits  kept  meticulous  accounts  of  their  harsh  and  dreary  lives.  We 
learn,  for  example,  that  the  Europeans  lived  on  the  Wendat  diet  of  cornmeal, 
beans  and  squash,  occasionally  sweetened  with  berries.  Gruel  was  the  rule, 
and  there's  no  record  of  the  homesick  Frenchmen  screaming:  "Cornmeal, 
again ! " 

The  Blackrobes  had  to  be  hardy,  canoeing  and  portaging  for  a month  along 
the  Ottawa  and  Mattawa  Rivers  to  get  here  from  Trois-Rivieres . Blackflies, 
mosquitoes  and  extreme  temperatures  were  often  the  least  of  their  hardships. 


Caught  in  the  middle  of  the  inten-tnibal  warfare  over  the  fur  trade  between 
their  Wendat  allies  and  the  Iroquois,  eight  Jesuits  were  slain  between  1642 
and  1649  - five  of  them  in  Huronia.  The  eight  were  canonized  in  1930  and  are 
honoured  at  the  hilltop  Martyrs'  Shrine,  adjacent  to  Sainte-Marie. 

The  Martyrs'  Shrine  is  a place  of  pilgrimage  on  weekends.  Its  sprawling 
grounds  contain  several  ethnic  groups'  own  shrines,  plus  the  outdoor  altar 
where  Pope  John  Paul  II  celebrated  mass  before  90,000  people  in  1984. 

Strangely,  though,  given  its  historical  ties  with  what  is  now  Quebec, 
both  the  Martyrs'  Shrine  and  Sainte-Marie  attract  a disproportionately  small 
number  of  visitors  from  la  Belle  Province. 

Equally  surprisingly,  perhaps,  is  the  large  percentage  of  German  visitors 
to  Sainte-Marie.  One  explanation  for  their  interest  could  be  the  enduring 
works  of  Karl  May  (1842-1912),  one  of  Germany's  best  loved  and  most  widely 
read  authors.  The  fact  that  he  never  set  foot  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
didn't  prevent  him  from  writing  colourfully  detailed  tales  about  life  here. 
Never  let  the  facts  get  in  the  way  of  a good  story. 

In  the  age  of  Star  Wars,  Sainte-Marie ' s costumed  guides  have  their  work 
cut  out  for  them  trying  to  breathe  life  into  the  low-tech  world  of  the  17th 
century. 

But  whether  it's  a bus-load  of  middle-aged  German  tourists  or  a visiting 
high-school  class  from  Australia,  Indians  are  usually  the  stars. 

"People  are  very  excited  to  see  the  Indians,"  said  Josh  Lattimore,  who 
wears  a Jesuit  robe,  but  doesn't  seem  to  mind  playing  second  fiddle. 

It  doesn't  seem  to  matter  that  the  Indians  here  aren't  Wendat  (Huron)  but 
Ojibwa,  the  tribe  that  took  over  the  area  about  300  years  ago. 

"My  job  is  to  represent  the  Wendats  because  they  don't  seem  to  be  coming 
in  droves  to  work  here,"  said  Del  Taylor,  an  Ojibwa  who  has  worked  15  of  his 
34  years  at  the  fort.  "I'm  living  my  lifestyle  today  off  the  tragedies  of 
the  past." 

One  of  those  tragedies  was  the  decimation  of  the  Wendats  by  smallpox  and 
other  diseases  inadvertently  brought  by  the  Europeans.  The  death  by  sickness 
of  more  than  half  the  population,  plus  the  resentment  of  local  chieftains  at 
having  their  authority  undermined,  didn't  make  the  Blackrobes  universally 
welcomed.  Converts  were  few  and  far  between. 

"The  original  objective  was  to  Frenchify  the  natives,"  Taylor  said.  "When 
they  realized  they  couldn't  do  that,  they  said:  'Let's  at  least  get  them 
into  heaven . ' " 

It's  hard  not  to  notice  the  burly,  deer-skin-clad  Taylor,  with  his 
ponytail,  moccasins  and  purposeful  stride.  He  estimated  that  he  has  his 
picture  taken  600  or  700  times  a day.  A visitor's  question  can  often  lead 
to  an  hour-long  conversation,  and  maybe  a new  pen  pal. 

And,  given  the  low  profile  Canada's  original  peoples  have  on  school 
curriculums,  there's  much  to  learn  here. 

For  example,  we  learn  that  Wendat  (or  Ouendat  or  Wyandot)  means  "islanders 
and  peninsula-dwellers."  It's  certainly  more  flattering  than  Huron,  from  the 
French  word  hure,  meaning  wild-bore  head  and  referring  to  the  bristled  and 
straight-up  way  the  men  wore  their  hair. 

"The  people  who  come  through  are  grateful  to  see  something  different," 
Taylor  said.  "What  we  have  here  is  not  science-fiction,  it's  real,  things 
these  kids  are  so  far  removed  from.  They've  never  seen  an  Indian  starting  a 
fire  or  cutting  wood.  No  matter  how  many  computer-generated  images  they've 
seen,  a genuine  experience  far  outweighs  anything  in  science  fiction.  A 
person  like  myself  can  be  fascinating  to  them. 

"Some  people  are  really  afraid  to  come  up  to  me.  There's  a hesitancy,  but 
I can  tell  by  their  gestures  that  they  want  to  take  my  picture,  so  I have  to 
entice  them. " 

Taylor  is  active  in  a campaign  to  have  aboriginal  relics  removed  from 
museums  and  given  respectful  burials. 

In  fact,  one  of  the  highlights  of  next  month's  Wendat  reunion  in  Huronia 
will  be  the  reburial  of  skeletal  remains  from  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum.  The 
bones  were  originally  buried  in  1636,  but  dug  up  by  archaeologists  in  1948. 

Despite  these  efforts,  Taylor  has  taken  heat  from  fellow  Ojibwa  for 
working  at  Sainte-Marie. 

"In  my  formative  years,"  Taylor  said  he  felt  uncomfortable  in  this 
museum-piece  role.  "There  was  a time  when  I was  angry,  but  I've  matured.  I 


couldn't  walk  through  this  life  with  a chip  on  my  shoulder. 

"The  injustices  of  the  past  are  just  that,  injustices  of  the  past.  We  have 
to  get  over  it.  And  that  goes  for  everybody,  whether  it's  Northern  Ireland 
or  Kosovo  or  wherever.  " 

Taylor  said  he  came  to  his  bury-the-hatchet  philosophy  when  he  realized 
the  value  of  Sainte-Marie,  not  just  to  aboriginal  history  but  to  Canada's. 

"Sainte-Marie  tries  to  show  all  aspects  and  the  complexities  of  the 
relationship  between  people.  My  job  is  to  interpret  the  two  cultures  and 
help  visitors  see  it  more  clearly,  to  get  beyond  the  stereotypes  and 
misunderstandings . " 

As  he  said  this,  a donne  alerted  him  that  a group  of  Colombian  visitors 
had  arrived. 

Show  time. 

Back  to  the  17th  century. 

- For  more  information  on  Sainte-mare-Among-the-Hurons,  write  to  Huronia 
Historical  Parks,  Box  160,  Midland,  Ont.  L4R  4K8,  phone  (705)  526-7838, 
fax 

(705)  526-9193  or  E-mail  hhp@hhp . on . ca . You  can  also  check  the  Web  at 
www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca  To  find  out  about  the  Wendat  (Huron) 
reunion  in  and  around  Midland,  Aug.  27  to  29,  check  the  Web  at 
http : //pages . infinit . net/wendat 

The  Martyrs 

lean  de  Brebeuf  (1593-1649)  and  Gabriel  Lalemant  (1610-1649)  are  the  most 
famous  of  the  eight  Jesuit  martyrs,  who  were  canonized  in  1930.  The  others 
are: 

Antoine  Daniel  (1610-1648),  Charles  Gamier  (1606-1649)  and  Noel  Chabanel 
(1613-1649)  also  met  violent  ends  in  the  Huronia  area 

Isaac  Hogues  (1607-1646),  Rene  Goupil  (1608-1642)  and  lean  de  la  Lande 
(P-1646)  were  taken  to  an  Iroquois  village  near  what  is  now  Albany,  N.Y., 
before  they  were  killed,  logues  had  been  in  charge  of  construction  of 
Sainte-Marie  and  later  served  as  a kind  of  ambassador  to  the  Iroquois. 

Goupil  and  de  la  Lande  were  donnes,  devoted  laymen  who  worked  for  the 
lesuits  as  hunters,  fishermen,  carpenters,  shoe-repairmen  and  doctors. 
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Indigenous  Relatives  and  Supporters: 

STATEMENT  ON  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  RAPPORTEUR 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 
WORKING  GROUP  ON  INDIGENOUS  POPULATIONS 
17TH  SESSION 

luly  29,  1999 

By  Chief  Arthur  Manuel,  Neskonlith  Band 
Chairman  Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council 
Spokesperson  for  the  Interior  Alliance 
Geneva,  Switzerland 

Thank  you  again,  Madame  Chair  and  Working  Group  Members; 

First  of  all  let  me  explain  that  within  our  hearts  Aboriginal  title  is  a 
reality.  My  father  - the  late  Grand  Chief  George  Manuel  - believed  in 
Aboriginal  title  all  his  life.  He  taught  me  that  indigenous  Peoples  have  a 
historical,  legal,  constitutional  and  most  importantly  a life  giving 


relationship  with  our  traditional  territories. 

This  trip  to  Geneva  is  significant  to  my  family  and  I because  it  is  the 
first  time  we  have  come  to  Europe.  It  is  the  first  time  in  our  life  that 
we  are  standing  on  lands  that  the  white  man  has  a right  over  and  we  as 
indigenous  people  are  merely  guests.  I am  therefore  very  grateful  to  the 
people  of  Switzerland  for  allowing  us  to  be  here. 

The  United  Nations  must  understand  that  the  indigenous  Peoples  of  the 
Interior  Alliance  have  given  the  world  the  basis  for  all  nations  and  all 
people  to  come  together.  Our  traditional  territories  as  indigenous  Peoples 
are  the  grounds  upon  which  Canada  and  the  United  States  now  exist.  We  only 
ask  that  our  Aboriginal  title  be  recognized  and  reconciled  with  the  human 
rights  of  our  settlers  so  we  can  equally  and  fairly  share  in  our  lands 
forever. 

I do  not  believe  this  is  happening  in  Canada  today.  The  existing  1986 
Comprehensive  Claims  Policy  in  Canada  falls  short  of  this  goal.  It  is 
merely  a policy  of  "surrender  and  grant  back".  It  simply  means  we  are 
expected  to  surrender  our  Aboriginal  title.  For  example  in  the  Nisga'a 
Agreement , the  Nisga'a  have  surrendered  their  Aboriginal  title  for 
provincial  fee  simple  property  rights.  Consequently,  we  do  not  accept  the 
Nisga'a  Agreement  as  a template  agreement. 

Nevertheless,  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  continue  push  the 
surrender  and  grant  back  concepts  contained  in  the  Nisga'a  Agreement 
through  the  British  Columbia  Treaty  Process  (BCTC).  I recently  met  with 
the  Chief  and  Council  of  the  Westbank  Indian  Band  in  order  to  find  ways 
the  Interior  Alliance  can  support  them.  They  will  begin  logging  soon 
without  federal  or  provincial  government  approval.  The  Westbank  Indian 
Band,  like  other  Indian  Bands  in  the  BCTC  process,  are  frustrated  with  the 
fact  that  Canada  is  using  the  Nisga'a  Agreement  as  the  high  water  mark. 

I believe  that  if  Canada  does  not  replace  their  existing  1986 
Comprehensive  Claims  Policy  with  a mutually  agreed  to  policy  more 
frustration  will  build  in  British  Columbia.  I have  told  the  Canadian 
government  that  if  we  cannot  find  a way  to  make  peaceful  negotiations 
possible  then  we  will  open  the  door  to  confrontation.  I believe  that 
indigenous  Nations  in  British  Columbia  and  the  Canadian  government  is  at  a 
crossroads.  The  opportunities  we  face  are  very  important. 

Aboriginal  title  can  be  treated  as  a colonial  commodity  to  be 
surrendered  and  extinguished  or  it  can  be  recognized  and  reconciled  with 
Crown  title.  We  can  either  neo-colonize  or  de-colonize  First  Nations 
Peoples.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Gathering  Strength  is  an  effort  to  neo- 
-colonize  my  people.  I believe  in  what  my  late  father  told  me  that  talking 
about  self-government  is  a useless  exercise  if  your  Aboriginal  title  is 
not  first  recognized.  Furthermore,  I believe  that  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples  Report  is  correct  when  it  states  that  Gathering 
Strength  is  possible  only  if  Aboriginal  title  is  fairly  and  equally  dealt 
with . 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  say  that  Canadians  are  facing  a 
fundamental  decision  of  whether  or  not  to  recognize  Aboriginal  title.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  taken  a small  step  in  that  direction  in  the 
Delgamuukw  case.  It  is  now  up  to  the  Executive  Branch  on  whether  or  not 
they  will  accept  this  judicial  direction  and  substantially  change  the  1986 
Comprehensive  Claims  Policy. 

Our  Interior  Alliance  Nations  are  currently  preparing  two  separate  draft 
Bilateral  Framework  Agreements,  which  set  out  a research  and  negotiation 
process.  One  for  negotiating  with  Canada  and  the  other  one  to  negotiate 
with  the  province  of  British  Columbia.  We  are  relying  on  the  Delgamuukw 
decision  as  a basis  for  the  proposed  negotiations  to  recognize, 
accommodate  and  reconcile  our  Aboriginal  title  with  Canada's  assertion  of 
sovereignty. 

I shall  keep  you  informed  on  developments  in  this  area  as  well  as  submit 
a response  to  the  Second  Progress  Report.  I would  also  like  to  leave  some 
material  with  you  regarding  our  position. 

In  closing,  we  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  an 
invitation  to  the  Special  Rapporteur  to  visit  our  area  to  discuss  our 
concept  of  Aboriginal  title  and  rights  if  your  schedule  permits  and  you 
are  so  inclined. 


Kukstemc  - Thank  you 


"RE : Searching  for  Ancestors"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dul  1999  10:35:43  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms(a)SERV.NET> 

Subj : Searching  for  Ancestors 

Good  day  to  all. 

Today,  many  are  so  accustomed  to  filling  out  forms  for  school  or  work 
that  they  tend  to  think  it  was  always  like  that. 

I'm  sorry  to  say,  it  just  isn't  so.  In  years  past,  except  for  some  of 
the  courts  and  other  legal  papers,  all  that  was  wanted  was  your  name. 
Also,  by  now  you  know  that  once  every  ten  years,  the  census  taker  did 
ask  a few  more  personal  questions  such  as  how  much  is  your  land  worth 
and  where  were  you  born  and  how  old  are  you,  etc. 

It's  those  census  records  you  should  start  with.  They  won't  tell  you 
everything,  but  they  will  be  a guide  to  help  you  know  where  to  search 
for  other  records.  Knowing  where  people  lived  lets  you  know  where  it 
is  likely  you  will  find  marriage  or  tax  records.  While  tax  records  do 
not  help  with  family  information,  they  do  let  you  know  if  they  had  at 
least  enough  money  to  own  a couple  hogs  or  horses  as  well  as  prove  he 
did  live  in  that  county.  That's  part  of  family  history. 

Also,  while  searching  those  census  records,  join  a local  genealogical 
group  or  society  to  get  more  information  about  searching  methods.  You 
will  likely  find  that  there  is  a lot  you  can  do  near  your  home  town. 

However  if  you  live  in  an  area  that  has  few  libraries  you  may  want  to 
travel  to  the  nearest  federal  archives,  for  an  all  day  research  trip, 
just  to  get  a big  start  on  those  census  records.  That  is  the  easiest 
part  of  your  searching,  and  will  guide  you  in  what  to  do  next. 

Since  you  now  have  e-mail,  learn  how  to  use  that.  I see  so  many  make 
requests  for  "where  can  I find  Mary  Davidson?"  That's  a poor  method. 
Instead  you  should  tell  a short  story,  and  then  ask  for  suggestions. 

If  you  are  lucky  someone  may  know  who  Mary  Davidson  is,  but  it's  more 
likely  that  if  you  mention  she  lived  in  NW  Arkansas  in  1878,  and  that 
you  think  she  was  connected  with  the  Choctaw  that  someone  will  have  a 
suggestion  about  what  records  to  check  for  more  information. 

Try  to  always  give  a date  and  place  for  reference  even  if  it's  only  a 
guess.  There  just  may  be  another  person  working  on  Choctaw  living  in 
NW  Arkansas  in  1880  that  knows  what  records  are  available  for  that. 

As  for  web  browsing,  there  is  more  and  more  information  showing  up  on 
web  pages,  but,  it  probably  will  be  several  years  before  you  can  find 
information  about  a specific  Mary  Davidson  there.  You  are  more  likely 
to  find  information  about  where  Choctaw  congregated  or  who  the  people 
were  that  settled  NW  Arkansas  in  1875,  but  not  a specific  person. 

It  takes  time  to  prepare  that  information,  and  money  to  pay  for  those 
workers  that  prepare  the  information.  The  Soundex  for  the  1880  census 
wasn't  created  till  1936  or  so,  and  it  wasn't  for  us  researchers.  It 
was  for  the  Social  Security  people.  The  public  didn't  get  to  see  any 
of  that  work  till  about  1980.  Also,  the  1910  Soundex  isn't  finished. 

If  the  rules  about  census  privacy  hadn't  been  changed  we  couldn't  see 
the  1900  census  till  next  year  when  it  will  be  100  years  old.  In  2005 

we'll  get  to  see  the  1930  census.  That's  part  of  the  history  of  what 

has  happened  with  records.  Conditions  are  changing. 

As  for  a book  about  where  everything  is,  I haven't  heard  of  any.  You 
will  have  to  ask  questions  about  what  you  want  in  places  where  others 
are  also  searching  for  things  that  you  are  interested  in.  There  will 
be  people  that  started  two,  or  twenty,  years  ago  that  can  help  you. 

I have  some  lists  about  where  the  federal  archives  are  located.  That 
information  can  be  found  on  the  internet,  though  not  in  the  form  that 
I've  made  them.  I've  compacted  the  information  for  posting. 

If  you  have  some  money  to  spend,  some  of  the  census  microfilms  can  be 
purchased  instead  of  going  250  miles  to  one  of  the  branches  to  do  all 

of  your  searching.  Then,  when  you  finish  with  it,  donate  it.  That's 


how  a lot  of  the  microfilm  got  into  the  local  libraries  near  you. 

Since  not  many  want  to  buy  a film  viewer  to  view  the  microfilm  you've 
bought , you  can  take  it  to  your  local  library  to  view  it.  Or  you  can 
just  donate  it  to  begin  with,  and  still  go  to  the  library  to  see  it. 

Here  are  some  archive  URL  listings  to  get  you  started. 

National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 
http://www.nara.gov/ 

Regional  Records  Services  Facilities  Menu 
http : //www. nara . gov/regional/nrmenu . html 
Genealogical  Research  at  the  National  Archives 
http://www.nara.gov/genealogy/genindex.html 
National  Archives  Book  Store 

http : //www. nara . gov/nara/bookstore/books . html 

Happy  to  help  anytime, 

John 


"RE : Creek  Ancestry  Research"  

Date:  Sun,  12  lan  1997  17:04:37  -0600 

From:  Dacqueline  Hines  <SENA@worldnet . att . net> 

Subj : Creek  research 

I am  often  contacted  for  information  on  how  to  begin  researching  Creek 
Indian  ancestry.  It  is  impossible  to  answer  each  and  every  one.  I will 
attempt  to  copy  here  information  on  where  to  start.  The  very  first  thing 
to  do  is  become  familiar  with  who  they  were  and  where  they  were.  Without 
this  knowledge  success  will  be  limited.  Besides,  you  may  find  information 
on  your  white  ancestors  as  well.  A bibliography  will  follow  however  many 
parts  are  necessary  to  finish  it. 

RESEARCHING  CREEK  INDIANS  PRIOR  TO  REMOVAL  - Part  I by  lacqueline  Hines 

Georgia  and  Alabama  researchers  have  at  times  reached  a standstill  in 
their  research.  Much  of  this  has  been  attributed  to  burned  county  records. 
For  some,  it  might  mean  an  unknown  Indian  ancestor  or  an  ancestor  that  had 
contacts  of  some  nature  with  the  Indians.  Many  have  ignored  one  of  the 
major  industries  and  sources  of  information  concerning  early  settlers, 
namely,  Indian  trade  and  skirmishes  and  wars  with  the  Indians.  Another 
source  of  information  that  has  not  been  used  to  a great  extent  are  the 
records  of  the  Southern  District  Courts  which  are  located  in  the  Federal 
Records  Center,  East  Point,  Georgia. 

It  is  sometimes  hard  for  present  generations  to  comprehend  that  our 
settler  forefathers  were  not  so  settled  as  we  are  apt  to  believe.  Every 
researcher  whose  ancestors  were  thought  to  be  in  Georgia  or  Alabama  from 
colonization  to  Indian  Removal  should  make  themselves  familiar  with  "The 
Letters  of  Benjamin  Hawkins,"  Merritt  B.  Pound's  "Benjamin  Hawkins,  Indian 
Agent,"  and  Corkran's  "The  Creek  Frontier,  1540-1783."  These  are  not  new. 
They  are  old  standbys. 

It  would  not  be  an  over-statement  to  say  that  every  able-bodied  man 
among  the  early  settlements  was  involved  in  some  way  with  the  Indians.  It 
may  have  been  as  a trader,  a militiaman,  a soldier,  or  even  a plantation 
owner  seeking  runaway  slaves  To  ignore  the  involvement  with  the  Indians  is 
to  ignore  the  major  necessity  in  genealogical  research  which  is  familiarity 
with  the  historical  background.  It  will  be  noted  that  White's  "Historical 
Collections  of  Georgia"  and  Pickett's  "History  of  Alabama"  do  include  some 
of  this  background.  A word  of  caution  should  be  said  in  those  using  Thomas 
S.  Woodward's  "Reminiscences  of  the  creek  or  Muscogee  Indians."  As  it 
states  in  the  introduction  and  the  letters  of  Woodward  himself,  he  does 
lack  the  refinement  of  writing.  Although  Woodward  does  report  his 
knowledge  accurately  in  most  cases,  the  lack  of  punctuation  in  several 
instances  has  caused  misinterpretation.  If  the  facts  have  been  researched 
prior  to  using  Woodward,  it  is  easy  to  read  the  passages  the  way  he 
intended  and  recognize  the  lack  of  punctuation  and  use  it  as  a valuable 


tool.  After  all,  he  personally  knew  all  of  these  people  and  fought  along 
side  of  the  Creeks,  though  he  was  part  Cherokee. 

There  is  a mythical  supposition  that  if  one  had  an  Creek(or  Indian) 
ancestor  that  no  marriage  records,  wills  or  other  court  records  exist.  The 
truth  depends  entirely  on  the  individual  case.  Some  records  are  available 
in  both  Georgia  and  Alabama.  The  difficulty  comes  in  pinpointing  the 
location  at  the  appropriate  time  slot. 

Begin  first  by  using  the  Creek  census  of  1832  and  the  Dohn  D.  Abert 
maps  (both  available  from  GSA)  to  pinpoint  the  Indian  town  and  check  the 
original  Alabama  county  covering  that  location  for  this  period.  (Note 
county  line  changes  over  years.)  Checking  backward  into  Georgia  check  the 
original  counties  along  the  main  trade  routes,  especially  the  ones  where 
the  forts  and  Indian  agencies  were  located.  Keep  in  mind  that  prior  to 
1820  all  well  established  Georgia  counties  were  located  EAST  of  the 
Okmulgee  River.  The  National  Archives  maintains  among  its  Records  of 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  a letter  file  containing  correspondence 
from  individuals,  both  white  and  Indian. 

This  file  contains  letters  to  governmental  agencies  and/or  officials. 

If  one  is  lucky  enough  to  have  had  an  ancestor  whose  letters  are  in  this 
file,  they  often  times  provide  excellent  clues.  Georgia  and  the  Indian 
agent  issued  passports  to  anyone  that  intended  to  travel  in  or  through 
Indian  territory.  The  state  of  Mississippi  also  issued  passports  to  those 
traveling  to  or  through  Indian  territory  or  returning  to  Georgia.  These  are 
an  excellent  source  of  information  on  travelers  as  well  as  traders. 

"RE : The  Dine  of  Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Sat,  31  3ul  1999  23:41:56  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : The  Dine  (Navajo)  of  Black  Mesa 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST(3onelist . com> 

From:  Michael  Gerell  <mgp@madre . com> 

Greetings,  My  name  is  Michael  Gerell.  I live  and  work  in  Davis, 
California  USA.  For  a few  years  now  i have  been  making  pilgrimages  to  the 
Big  Mountain/Black  Mesa  area  of  what  is  now  called  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
but  is  rightly  the  Joint  Use  Area  of  the  Navajo/Hopi  reservation.  I have 
become  friends  with  a lot  of  the  people  resisting  the  forced  relocation 
mandated  by  congress  in  PL93-531.  I have  witnessed  the  hardships  and 
harassment  they  endure  to  remain  on  their  ancestral  lands.  I have  seen 
with  my  own  eyes  the  truth  of  their  words.  They  are  modest  people  and  do 
not  exaggerate  their  situation. 

I write  you  today  to  urge  your  staff  and  the  U.N.  in  general  to  rally 
behind  the  traditional  people  of  the  Mesas  of  the  four  corners  before  the 
ethnic  cleansing  policies  of  the  U.S.  government  succeed  in  wiping  out  a 
people  distinct  in  their  fierce  connection  to  the  land  that  has  sustained 
their  families  for  more  than  a hundred  generations.  This  situation  goes 
beyond  even  the  resisters  holding  on  to  their  homesteads  on  Black  Mesa. 

Both  Hopi  and  Dine  traditionals  are  under  the  iron  thumb  of  "Tribal 
Councils"  that  have  had  the  culture  beaten  out  of  them  in  the  schools  of 
the  Mormon  church.  The  whole  area  is  in  a virtual  police  state.  For  proof 
you  need  look  no  further  than  the  reaction  to  the  Sundance  on  grounds  that 
have  held  that  sacred  ceremony  for  sixteen  years.  The  government 
surrounded  the  grounds  with  forces  from  fifteen  separate  agencies  including 
the  FBI,  ATF,  BIA,  and  all  the  local  state,  county, and  tribal  police. 

The  situation  is  urgent.  The  harassment  grows  more  threatening  and  the 
potential  for  violence  increases  with  each  step  towards  the  deadline,  when 
anyone  left  resisting  or  helping  them  resist  could  be  swarmed  by  an  armed 
paramilitary  force  much  like  what  has  happened  in  Chiapas,  Wounded  Knee, 
Ogoniland,  Philadelphia  and  other  places  where  people  have  dared  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  juggernaut  of  "progress". 

The  assault  on  indigenous  peoples  around  the  world  must  be  stopped  in  the 
name  of  Human  Rights  and  the  right  of  a people  to  live  as  they  have  for 


thousands  of  years,  because  those  ways  of  life  have  sustained  them  for 
generation  after  generation.  These  people  hold  the  key  to  how  human  kind 
can  live  sustainably  on  this  fragile  planet  that  we  have  come  so  close  to 
destroying.  What  better  place  to  begin  than  right  in  the  heart  of  America, 
the  land  of  the  Free  and  the  world's  biggest  advocate  for  Human  Rights. 

The  Dine  people  must  receive  the  full  protection  of  international  law  as 
did  the  people  of  Bosnia  and  Kosovo.  These  genocidal  policies  must  be 
ended  much  as  the  policies  of  Apartheid  were  dismantled  in  South  Africa. 

And  just  as  in  South  Africa,  changing  things  on  Big  Mountain  will  take 
massive  amounts  of  international  pressure. 

I urge  you  all  to  exert  as  much  energy  as  you  can  spare  to  speak  out  for 
the  Dine  people  of  Black  Mesa/Big  Mountain  and  for  the  land  based  cultures 
through  out  the  world  hanging  on  for  dear  life  to  the  ways  and  knowledge 
that  may  well  be  our  only  hope  for  the  next  seven  generations  to  come. 

In  our  childrens  names  and  their  childrens  children.  Stop  the  genocide 
in  the  name  of  profit  now. 

Respectfully, 

Michael  Gerell 
pob  72841 
Davis,  Ca. 

email:  mgp@madre.com 
Walk  in  Beauty 

m.g. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 

may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 

http : //www.onelist . com/subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

"RE : Navajos  Overhaul  Crime  Code"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Dul  1999  06:58:40  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Subj : Navajos  overhaul  crime  code:  New  statutes  target  repeat  bootleggers 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dul  1999  19:01:58  -0700 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/0726navajo. shtml 

Navajos  overhaul  crime  code 
New  statutes  target  repeat  bootleggers 
Associated  Press 
Duly  26,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  - The  cost  of  doing  business  just  went  up  for  bootleggers  on 
the  Navajo  reservation. 

The  Navajo  Nation  Council  has  done  the  first  major  revision  of  the 
Navajo  Criminal  Code  since  1970,  and  several  changes  are  aimed  at 
bootleggers . 

The  revised  code  calls  for  fines  up  to  $5,000  and  jail  time  up  to  one 
year  - already  maximum  penalties  under  the  Native  American  Civil  Rights 
Act.  However,  bootleggers  charged  with  more  than  one  offense  could  now  get 
multiple  fines  and  jail  sentences. 

The  revised  code  also  allows  seizure  of  any  goods  purchased  with  profits 
derived  from  bootlegging. 

The  council  voted  down  an  amendment  that  would  have  taken  away  judges' 


sentencing  discretion. 

Steve  Boos,  council  legal  adviser,  recommended  keeping  judicial 
discretion  and  broadening  use  of  traditional  Navajo  remedies  and 
restitution . 

"Sending  someone  to  jail  is  not  a Navajo  tradition,"  Boos  said.  "It's  a 
European  one." 

The  revisions  also  affect  Indian  lawbreakers  who  are  non-Navajo. 

"We  have  people  from  other  tribes  living  here,"  Ervin  Keeswood  said, 

"and  if  they  don't  want  to  abide  by  our  laws,  they  can  go  abide  by  the 
laws  in  the  dominant  culture." 

Keeswood  referred  to  Sioux  activist  Russell  Means,  who  refused  to 
recognize  Navajo  courts'  authority. 

The  council  also  rejected  an  amendment  that  would  have  made  it  mandatory 
to  be  a registered  member  of  the  Native  American  Church  to  take  part  in 
peyote  rituals. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Live  Recording:  Anna  Mae  Aquash"  

Date:  31  Hul  1999  22:37:39  GMT 

From:  annainc@aol.com  (A.N.N.A.  Foundation) 

Subj : Anna  Mae  Aquash  (LIVE  Recording) 

http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/The- Foundation . html 
Click  on  the  link  "LIVE  SOUND  CLIPS"  on  the  site. 

The  recently  established  A.N.N.A.  Foundation,  Inc.  (Assembly  for  Northern 
Native  Americans)  is  providing  a special  live  voice  presentation  of  the 
late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  recorded  in  1975.  She  is  talking  about  the  raid 
on  the  Rosebud  Reservation,  surrounded  by  FBI. 

Also,  listen  to  Anna  Mae's  daughter's  Denise  and  Deborah,  and  cousin 
Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  who  speaks  of  the  on-going  murder  investigation 
of  Anna  Mae. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation  wishes  to  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  to  LISN  for  sponsor-supporting  the  creation  of  this  sound  clip 
page  to  present  to  you.  Thank  you  LISN  for  doing  a fantastic  job  on  this 
webpage  and  for  helping  to  bring  this  to  the  public.  (Everyone. . .please 
expect  some  minimal  download  time.  We  believe  you  will  feel  it  is  worth  it) 

In  the  spirit  of  the  people... and  the  future.  The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation,  Inc. 
http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/Foundation . html 

"RE;  Mendota  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Aug  1999  16:02:12  EDT 
From:  MaDark@aol.com 
Subj : More  Mendota  news 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  99-07-31  19:56:56  EDT 

From:  leo@usfamily.net  (Leo,  Linda  and  Dustin) 

Dear  Friends,  it  is  Saturday  afternoon  and  all  is  quiet  for  the  time 
being.  Everyone  is  out  of  jail  now,  including  the  young  supporter  that  was 
jailed  for  a second  time  for  simply  being  in  a public  place,  he  wasn't  even 
in  the  park  he  was  in  front  of  a ice  cream  shop  a 1/2  block  away  from  the 
park.  Fie  refused  to  eat  or  drink  while  he  was  jailed  the  second  time  and 
was  again  taken  before  a judge  Friday  morning,  but  was  not  released  until 
10:00  pm  Friday  night.  Emily  the  young  girl  who  we  were  told  had  her  head 
slammed  against  a squad  car,  it  was  actually  a wooden  railroad  tie,  spent  8 
hrs  at  the  hospital  being  xrayed  and  having  an  MRI  done,  while  her  sister 
and  lawyer  tried  desperately  to  find  out  where  she  was  and  how  she  was, 
were  given  no  information  on  her  condition  by  the  authorities.  The  Doctors 
at  the  hospital  suggested  strongly  to  her  that  she  bail  out  of  jail.  All 
work  stopped  on  the  area  for  now,  and  MNDOT  says  that  no  more  trees  are 
scheduled  to  be  destroyed  for  a few  weeks,  right  now  there  are  supporters 


living  in  the  trees  that  are  next  slated  to  be  destroyed.  We  had  heard 
that  McCrossan  was  to  start  their  work  on  the  land  tunnel,  which  will  cost 
the  tax  payers  9 million  dollars,  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  of  last  week, 
but  we  haven't  seen  hide  nor  hair  of  them  yet.  I talked  with  many  area 
residents  last  week  and  many  are  shocked,  saddened  and  outraged  at  the 
destruction  of  their  beloved  park.  We  held  a press  conference  and  rally 
Thursday  evening  and  we  had  hundreds  of  people  show  up  including  the  two 
young  women  that  have  been  seriously  injured  by  the  police's  brutal 
assaults.  Hundreds  of  people  driving  by  honked  their  horns  in  support  The 
police  presence  at  the  park  has  been  scaled  back,  but  we  will  expect  them 
back  in  full  force  when  the  construction  on  the  tunnel  starts,  probably 
next  week.  Your  support  and  prayers,  have  been  so  important  to  us,  we  are 
hearing  of  thousands  of  letters  being  sent  and  phone  calls  being  made.  We 
are  building  new  allies  everyday,  because  of  all  of  you  out  there  that 
care  so  much.  Yesterday  we  had  visitors  from  Hawaii  at  the  camp  and  more 
people  from  all  over  the  states  are  stopping  to  pray  with  us.  I can't  tell 
you  how  overwhelming  the  outpouring  of  support  has  been.  We  keep  all  of 
you  in  our  prayers.  Pidamiya,  Love  Linda 

"RE : Peltier  Book"  

Date:  01  Aug  1999  05:05:56  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (IT  Road) 

Subj : PELTIER  BOOK- -message  from  LPDC  website 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  book  PRISON  WRITINGS  - MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE 

Leonard  Peltier's  first  book.  Prison  Writings,  My  Life  is  My  Sundance, 
edited  by  Harvey  Arden,  has  now  been  released  and  can  be  purchased  through 
the  LPDC.  We  are  selling  the  hard  cover  for  $25.00  including  shipping  and 
handling,  half  of  which  goes  directly  to  Leonard's  defense  if  purchased 
through  the  LPDC,  so  we  encourage  you  to  get  it  through  our  office.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  helpful  if  you  check  your  local  bookstores  and  see  if  it 
is  available,  and  if  it  is  not,  encourage  them  to  stock  it. 

The  book  is  bound  to  create  waves  of  inspiration  and  dedication  for  those 
who  read  its  humanly  honest,  emotional,  and  profound  words.  For  the  first 
time  Leonard's  story  is  being  told  from  the  personal  perspective  that  only 
he  can  give.  If  the  book  is  a success  it  will  have  an  outstanding  affect  on 
the  movement  to  free  him.  Please  HELP  GET  THE  WORD  OUT!  Encourage  people  to 
order  the  book  and  call  the  LPDC  to  set  up  book  readings 
in  your  areas  to  help  promote  it.  email  LPDC  at  lpdc@idir.net  or  call 
785-842-5774  or  send  $25  check  to  LPDC  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044 

The  rights  to  the  book  have  been  purchased  by  two  major  publishers  in 
France  and  Germany.  It  will  be  released  in  France  on  February  6,  2000.  We 
are  hoping  that  many  other  countries  will  do  the  same  in  order  to  spread 
the  word  around  the  world  in  many  different  languages. 

Also  check  your  local  bookstores  and  ask  them  to  carry  LOTS  of  the  book.  And 
call  your  local  newspaper  and  ask  them  to  review  the  book  soon. 

"RE;  November  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month"  

Date:  Thu,  29  3ul  1999  18:21:19  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj:  November  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month 

LPDC  web  site:  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a letter  from  Leonard  Peltier  accompanied  by  a proposal  for 
November  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month.  We  will  soon  be  sending  out  details 
as  to  what  we  would  like  to  see  happen  and  how  you  can  help.  For  now, 
please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  feed  back  regarding  our  plans.  We 
encourage  you  to  copy  and  distribute  this  information  to  other  supporters 


and  organizations  who  may  want  to  be  involved. 

Also,  don't  forget  to  organize  something  for  Leonard's  birthday  on 
September  12,  (and  the  week  that  follows  on  campuses)  International  Day  of 
Outreach  and  Fund  Drive  for  the  November  campaign.  Remember,  if  you  are 
planning  something,  let  us  know  asap  so  we  can  begin  to  publicize  your 
events . 

Thank  you. 

In  solidarity. 

The  LPDC  staff  collective 

My  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

It  is  hard  for  me  to  believe  that  the  year  2000  is  so  quickly  approaching 
us.  As  I sit  in  this  cell  and  think  about  my  grandchildren  who  are  growing 
up  so  fast,  my  friends  who  have  passed  on,  and  the  many  years  of  my  life 
that  have  been  stolen  from  me,  I remind  myself  of  the  attention  my  own 
suffering  has  brought  to  the  realities  of  Indigenous  Peoples  everywhere.  I 
know  that  my  own  persecution  has  become  a symbol  of  the  persecution  all  of 
our  people  face  everyday. 

But,  I have  not  given  up  hope  for  freedom.  Today  I am  asking  you  to 
stand  up  and  represent  me  and  everything  I am  so  proud  of,  the  dignity, 
spirituality,  and  pride  of  the  First  Nations  Peoples  of  the  world. 

My  dream  is  to  continue  what  the  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  started;  an 
event  that  will  have  a historical  and  lasting  effect  in  the  minds  and 
consciousness  of  the  public.  We  are  hoping  to  carry  out  such  an  event  this 
November  in  Washington  DC.  November  will  be  a critical  time  for  my  freedom 
campaign . 

This  December  will  be  Clinton's  last  likely  chance  to  grant  me  Executive 
Clemency.  My  defense  team  will  have  been  steadily  lobbying  Congress  to 
support  clemency  for  two  months  prior  to  the  event.  Therefore,  November 
will  be  an  important  time  for  a strong  show  of  public  support.  The  irony  is 
that  at  the  same  time,  "Native  American  Fleritage  Month"  and  the  Thanksgiving 
holiday  will  be  occurring  and  will  be  bringing  additional  attention  of 
Native  Americans  into  the  public,  making  November  an  important  month  to 
bring  real  issues  of  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  U.S.  into  the  limelight  of 
the  media. 

I believe  that  we  can  accomplish  a successful  campaign  to  do  this  if  we 
all  pull  our  resources  together.  I can  visualize  all  the  colors  of  our 
Native  Nations'  flags  flying  high  around  a culturally  brilliant  and 
attention  attracting  event  in  front  of  the  White  Flouse  this  Fall.  The 
thought  of  different  Indigenous  Nations  coming  together  in  unity  to  support 
sovereignty,  human  rights,  dignity,  cultural  preservation,  and  my  freedom, 
warms  my  heart.  Please  read  the  proposal  attached  to  find  out  more  about 
our  plans  and  how  you  can  help.  Thank  you. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH  PROPOSAL 
November  1999  - Washington  D.C. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  are  writing  to  ask 
for  your  support,  endorsement  and  collaboration  regarding  our  plans  for  a 
November  1999  - Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  in  Washington  D.C.  As  you 
know,  Mr.  Peltier  is  a Native  American  leader  who  has  been  unjustly 
incarcerated  for  23  years  in  the  United  States.  FBI  documents  released  years 
after  his  trial,  together  with  other  sources,  have  proved  that  critical 
ballistic  evidence  establishing  his  innocence  was  withheld  from  the  defense, 
and  that  witnesses  were  terrorized  into  giving  false  testimonies  against 
him.  Though  long  overdue  for  parole,  and  in  deteriorating  health,  Mr. 
Peltier  remains  in  prison.  Amnesty  International  and  numerous  other  human 
rights  organizations  have  recognized  him  as  a political  prisoner  and 
demanded  his  immediate  and  unconditional  release.  In  1991,  over  300 
representatives  of  First  Nations,  Black  and  Popular  Movements  from  Alaska  to 
the  Tierra  del  Fuego,  gathered  in  Xelaju  (Guatemala)  for  the  500  Year 
Continental  campaign.  They  recognized  Leonard  Peltier  as  the  symbol  of 
Indigenous  Resistance  and  his  call  for  freedom  is  supported  by  numerous 
Indigenous  organizations  worldwide  and  has  repeatedly  been  a major  concern 


in  the  frame  work  of  the  United  Nations  - International  Decade  for  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

It  is  clear  that  the  judicial  system  in  the  United  States  has  utterly 
failed  Mr.  Peltier,  and  thus,  indirectly,  all  of  the  American  people.  We 
recognize  that  we  must  now  demand  justice  from  the  other  two  branches  of  our 
government,  specifically,  the  executive  and  legislative  branches.  President 
Clinton  has  the  power  to  grant  clemency  to  Leonard  Peltier  at  any  time,  and 
the  United  States  Congress  is  charged  with  overseeing  the  correct  conduct  of 
affairs  by  such  agencies  as  the  United  States  Parole  Board,  and  the  FBI. 

Even  misconduct  by  the  courts  is  subject  to  comment  and  review  by  the 
Congressional  judiciary  committee. 

In  order  to  obtain  action  and  justice  from  these  offices,  all  sectors  of 
society,  both  domestic  and  international,  must  make  themselves  heard,  all 
with  the  same  message,  and  all  at  the  same  time.  This  will  require  an 
enormous  amount  of  public  education  as  well  as  coordination.  For  this 
reason,  we  are  seeking  your  assistance  for  our  November  1999  - Leonard 
Peltier  Freedom  Month  in  Washington  D.C.. 

As  we  all  know,  November  is  the  month  of  Thanksgiving  in  the  United 
States.  According  to  historical  legend,  the  first  Thanksgiving  was  held  by 
the  pilgrims  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  their  very  survival  in  North  America. 
They  had  been  saved  from  starvation  by  kindly  Native  Americans  who  taught 
them  about  local  crops  and  wildlife.  The  pilgrims,  in  turn,  thanked  the  Lord 
and  exterminated  the  tribes.  Leonard  Peltier  is  but  one  more  of  the  most 
recent  victims.  As  people  this  year  sit  down  to  their  feasts,  surrounded  by 
friends  and  family,  we  plan  for  them  to  think  carefully  about  the  treatment 
of  all  Native  Americans,  and  in  particular  about  Leonard  Peltier,  alone  in 
his  prison  cell. 

November  has  also  been  declared  Native  American  Fleritage  month  by 
President  Clinton,  and  we  plan  to  hold  him  to  his  word.  Traditionally, 
Clemency  Petitions  are  granted  by  the  President  at  the  end  of  each  year. 
November  will  thus  be  a critical  month.  Moreover,  the  Parole  Board  could 
reconsider  Leonard's  parole  situation  in  the  early  spring,  making  a November 
action  extremely  timely. 

Our  actions  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  very  strong,  but 
non-violent  in  all  ways,  as  requested  by  Mr.  Peltier  himself.  We  will  ask 
all  sectors  of  society  to  join  us  in  Washington  D.C.  for  as  long  as  they  are 
able  to  arrange.  The  event  will  begin  on  November  1,  1999,  with  Native 
American  ceremonial  runners  at  the  historical  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia. 
After  a speech  and  prayer  session  there,  they  will  run  all  the  way  to  the 
White  House  in  Washington  D.C.,  where  they  will  be  met  by  all  local 
supporters,  and  a religious  leaders  of  high  standing,  such  as  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  together  with  a Native  American  religious  leader  of  equal  standing. 
Together  they  will  welcome  the  runners,  and  officially  open  Leonard  Peltier 
Freedom  Month.  We  plan  to  erect  ceremonial  teepees  behind  the  White  House 
for  the  month,  and  conduct  a Native  American  ceremony  in  front  of  the  White 
House  each  and  every  morning,  inviting  public  attendance.  Meanwhile,  ten 
young  Native  Americans  will  carry  out  a Freedom  Fast  for  Peltier  in  front  of 
the  White  House  from  November  1 through  Thanksgiving  day  itself, 
underscoring  the  urgent  need  to  grant  him  justice  at  last. 

Additionally  we  are  asking  for  cultural  activities  including  dancing, 
drumming,  and  singing  from  different  Indigenous  nations  to  represent  the 
pride  for  Native  tradition  and  culture  that  Mr.  Peltier  has  always 
advocated.  We  will  also  invite  all  peoples  of  all  races  to  carry  out  support 
activities,  both  in  Washington  and  at  home.  Such  activities  could  include 
such  educational  efforts  as  a reenactment  of  the  massacre  of  Wounded  Knee  in 
key  public  parks  and  other  symbolic  places. 

Throughout  the  month,  Mr.  Peltier's  family  and  friends  will  work  carefully 
with  Congressional  offices,  and  there  will  also  be  carefully  coordinated 
with  the  domestic  press  corps.  For  those  who  cannot  travel  to  Washington 
D.C.,  a coordinated  and  massive  telephone  campaign  to  the  White  House  will 
be  organized. 

Our  goals  are  both  educational  and  political.  The  true  facts  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  case  are  well  known  and  notorious  abroad,  but  have  been 
heavily  censored  within  the  United  States.  We  must  teach  the  American  people 
what  had  truly  taken  place,  and  urge  them  to  speak  out.  Most  importantly  we 


must  bring  these  facts  to  members  of  the  United  States  Congress.  They  alone 
can  bring  the  appropriate  and  effective  pressure  to  bear,  both  upon 
President  Clinton  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Parole  and  the  FBI  itself. 

Please  give  us  your  full  support.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a gifted  native 
American  leader  who  still  has  much  to  give  his  people.  23  years  of  his  life 
have  been  taken  away  and  his  health  is  beginning  to  fail.  Please  help  him  to 
obtain  justice  and  freedom  for  him  so  that  he  can  continue  to  give  his  gifts 
to  us  all. 

We  are  asking  you  to  help  Leonard  Peltier  by  endorsing  this  event,  sending 
letters  or  resolutions  to  U.S.  officials  urging  immediate  and  unconditional 
release  of  Leonard  Peltier,  sending  representatives  of  your  nation  to  carry 
out  traditional,  cultural,  and  spiritual  activities  in  honor  of  Leonard 
Peltier,  sending  delegations  to  Washington  DC  next  November.  If  you  are 
able  to  contribute  in  any  of  the  above  ways,  please  contact  the  as  soon  as 
possible.  Thank  you. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 
To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject:  line 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  1 August  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Eriksen,  lames  Harold 

#860-138 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  12/20/58 

Edmonds,  Harold 
#209-651 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/37 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Evans,  George 
#192919 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 


East,  Dackie  Wayne 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 

Ellis,  Allen  Ray 
#254-342 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  11/5/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Emrick,  Randall  Frank 

#306-307 

PO  Box  59 

Nelsonville,  OH  45764 
Date  of  Birth:  8/4/56 


Pacific,  MO  63069  Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Date  of  Birth:  4/27/60 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : she  Came  as  a Whisper"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dun  1999  00:20:37  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : She  came  as  a whisper 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

She  came  as  whisper  and  in  the  rustle  of  the  trees  she  came  to  me  to 
stir  my  soul.  Her  heart  and  mind  are  more  than  I thought  one  could 

offer  and  she  provided  it  to  me  as  a gift  taking  nothing.  We  talk  from 

time  to  time. 

I imagine  she  has  seen  many  things  and  been  many  places  I will  never 
go.  She  is  from  the  east  and  I from  the  west.  When  we  talk  it  is 
without  fanfare,  straight  from  the  where  we  live,  that  part  that  is 
inside  each  of  us.  There  is  nothing  more  to  say,  there  is  no  talk  of 

color,  pretense  or  class  to  stand  in  the  way.  It  is  all  laid  out,  our 

souls  bare  and  in  this  our  hearts  speak  a language  without  words.  Who 
is  this  woman,  where  can  she  be  - I have  known  her  all  my  life  and  yet 
she  is  just  now  coming  to  me. 

In  the  night  we  share  the  same  sky,  the  raiment  of  the  forest  is  ours 
and  yet  we  walk  different  roads  far  and  away.  Yet  there  is  a longing,  a 
place  where  we  meet.  I have  never  stepped  into  her  world  nor  has  she 
seen  mine. 

I see  her,  and  learned  to  know  her  as  a little  girl  and  as  a young 
woman  and  now  was  a woman  with  the  height,  depth  and  breadth  to  know 
life  and  all  it's  travails.  We  have  not  really  spent  any  time  together, 
but  has  been  more  than  enough..  We  can  see  the  boundaries  from  afar, 
that  line  that  separates  men  from  women,  taking  small  steps  to  the  edge 
and  yet  knowing  that  with  each  inch  the  line  diminishes.  She  is  from 
another  world  but  she  has  always  been  in  mine.  We  know  we  can  never 
meet  and  let  it  lie  there  as  a young  bird  falling  from  a nest  not  ready 
to  fly.  I have  never  seen  her,  I do  not  know  the  sound  of  her  voice, 
nor  looked  into  her  eyes.  I wish  her  well  and  at  some  point,  in  some 
distant  place  we  can  laugh  and  talk,  meeting  on  a far  dawn  of  day  that 
will  not  end.  So  I bid  her  hello  from  time  to  time  she  knows  my  voice 
though  she  has  never  heard  it's  sound..  I see  her  go  her  way  and  wish 
her  well  and  turn  away  from  here  and  go  back  on  my  own  road  to  my  own 
life.. 


RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago 


Date:  Mon,  2 Aug  1999  22:24:54  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  Flistory:  A Flundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  117 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHAT  TO  DO. 


Talk  Happiness;  the  world  is  sad  enough 

Without  your  woes.  No  path  is  wholly  rough; 

Look  for  the  places  that  are  smooth  and  clear. 

And  speak  of  those  to  rest  the  weary  ear 
Of  earth  so  hurt  by  one  continuous  strain 
Of  human  discontent  and  grief  and  pain. 

Talk  Faith:  the  world  is  better  off  without 
Your  uttered  ignorance  and  morbid  doubt. 

If  you  have  faith  in  God  or  man  or  self. 

Say  so:  if  not,  push  back  upon  the  shelf 
Of  silence  all  your  thoughts  till  faith  shall  come. 
No  one  will  grieve  because  your  lips  are  dumb. 

Talk  Health:  the  dreary  never-changing  tale 
Of  fatal  maladies  is  worn  and  stale. 

You  cannot  charm  nor  interest  nor  please 
By  harping  on  that  minor  chord-disease. 

Say  you  are  well,  or,  all  is  well  with  you. 

And  God  will  hear  your  words  and  make  them  true. 


FROM  LOS  ANGELES  - THE  LAND  OF  FRUIT  AND  FLOWERS. 


The  representatives  of  the  Carlisle  School  at  the  Indian  Teachers' 
Institute  which  convened  at  the  same  time  that  the  National  Educational 
Association  was  in  session  at  Los  Angeles  this  month,  were  Major  and 
Mrs.  Pratt,  and  Miss  Richenda,  and  Mrs.  Cook,  the  first  and  last  named 
being  the  official  representatives . A letter  from  Mrs.  Cook  has  just 
been  received  and  is  so  full  of  interest  that  we  are  sure  she  will 
pardon  the  making  of  some  of  it  public. 

She  says  in  part: 

"The  boxes  containing  the  educational  exhibit  of  our  school  arrived  at 
the  last  moment.  I have  the  exhibit  in  position,  and  it  compares 
favorably  with  the  other  exhibits.  We  have  more  specimens  of  industrial 
work  than  the  others.  Phoenix  and  Perris  have  quantities  of  embroidery 
and  drawn  work. 

I pinned  a large  part  of  the  drawing  to  strips  of  cheese-cloth  and 
hung  them  across  the  corner  of  two  adjoining  walls.  The  work  is  greatly 
admired . 

I was  asked  while  I was  putting  it  up  if  it  were  the  New  York  State 
exhibit . 

Lost  Angeles  is  alive  and  well  with  teachers,  and  a 
person  who  wears  not  a badge  of  some  sort  is  the  exception. 

Every  train  was  boarded  by  some  members  of  the  Welcoming  Committee 
before  it  reached  Los  Angeles,  and  the  teachers  presented  with  the 
N.E.A.  button,  which  is  a very  dainty  one  - a green  palm  leaf  on  cream 


white,  with  gold  lettering  a-top  of  all. 

Programs,  fruit  and  flowers  were  distributed  to  the  teachers,  and  when 
we  went  to  register,  every  one  came  away  with  two  or  three  stems  of 
beautiful  carnations. 

There  is  much  enthusiasm  among  the  visitors  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
it  is  'unusually'  hot,  and  there  has  been  little  rain  for  two  winters; 
really,  things  are  not  what  I have  seen  them  here. 

We  have  not  suffered  from  that,  however,  for  there  has  been  a fine 
breeze  most  of  the  time,  and  every  night  I have  slept  under  a blanket. 
Last  night  I needed  two. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  institute  occurred  yesterday  morning.  Major 
Pratt,  Assistant-Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  Mr.  Tonner,  Ex-President 
Gates  of  Amherst  College,  now  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  and 
others,  spoke. 

The  Major  went  to  the  meeting  without  his  breakfast,  almost  directly 
from  the  train. 

Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Richenda  are  looking  well  and  expect  to  get  a good 
deal  of  pleasure  out  of  the  side  trips  which  they  intend  to  take. 

I am  in  Pasadena  and  find  it  not  quite  so  convenient  during  the 
meetings,  but  we  get  ever  so  much  'climate'  going  back  and  forth  on  the 
electric  cars. 

Hobart  has  grown  to  be  quite  a big  boy  and  we  are  making  the  most  of 
our  time  getting  acquainted  over  again. 

I have  seen  nearly  all  the  Indian  service  people  whom  I have  known  in 
various  places,  and  met  a number  that  I had  heard  of. 

The  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools,  Miss  Estelle  Reel,  is  making  a 
favorable  impression.  She  has  not  yet  make  a public  address,  but  she 
has  talked  a great  deal  in  her  line  to  individuals. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Grinnell  inquired  after  all  their  old  Carlisle  friends." 
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The  news  that  comes  from  our  teachers  who  are  away  at  the  various 
summer  schools  is  quite  inspiring.  Miss  Cutter  who  is  at  Cold  Spring 
Laboratory  says:  "We  are  having  a delightful  time  in  a lovely  quiet 
country  place,  with  fine  instruction  and  good  company  and  good  food.  We 
have  the  combination  of  woods,  hills  fresh  and  salt  water.  I never  saw 
so  many  sea  animals  alive.  Fiddler  crabs  are  very  common,  and  it  is  a 
fine  place  to  study  birds.  My  work  is  cryptogamic  botany,  and  we  have 
studied  the  lowest  forms  - the  Myxomycetes.  Next  we  take  up  algae  and 
then  on  to  mosses  and  ferns.  Professor  Lindsay,  of  Dickinson  College, 
is  expected  and  will  study  bacteriology.  Professor  Stevens,  of  the  same 
College,  is  here  studying  cryptograms." 

Mrs.  Given,  Miss  Carter  and  Mr.  Thompson  are  studying  at  Chautauqua. 


Miss  Senseney,  vocal  music  instructor,  who  is  at  Marblehead, 
Massachusetts,  studying  music  and  methods  says  the  people  there  are  very 
much  interested  in  Carlisle  and  she  sends  for  photographs  and  literature 
that  will  interest  inquirers. 

Misses  Cochran,  Pauli  and  Barclay  are  studying  biology  at  the  Mt. 
Gretna,  Pennsylvania,  Summer  school. 

Miss  Wood  who  is  attending  Summer  School  at  Martha's  Vineyard  seems  to 
be  very  happy.  She  says  she  has  been  fortunate  in  finding  a pleasant 
home  in  every  respect  at  reasonable  rates.  She  likes  her  instructors; 
weather  is  delightful;  old  ocean  is  fine  and  new  acquaintances 
charming.  She  is  busy  and  expects  to  be,  but  will  find  some  time  to 
rest.  Forty  miles  of  concrete  pavement  makes  her  sorry  she  did  not  take 
her  wheel. 


If  a person  grasps  his  fork  at  table  as  one  would  hold  a spike  through 
a catfish  head  while  skinning  it,  there  is  something  wrong  with  that 
person's  "bringing  up."  Nothing  tells  so  much  against  a person's  early 
training  as  the  awkward  manner  of  holding  the  fork  in  left  hand  while 
cutting  something  on  plate  at  table. 

Miss  Lillian  Complainville,  '98,  who  is  one  of  the  force  at  the  Grand 
Junction,  Colorado  Indian  school,  is  attending  summer  school  for  a part 
of  her  vacation  at  Colorado  Springs. 

We  learn  through  a friend  in  Oklahoma  that  Sadie  Alfrey,  one  of  our 
Carlisle  girls  was  married  on  Duly  8th  to  Deforest  Antelope, 
Disciplinarian  at  the  Cheyenne  School,  at  Darlington,  Okla. 

We  see  by  the  Los  Angeles  Times  that  Miss  Bourassa,  class  '90, 
Carlisle,  who  is  now  teaching  at  the  Phoenix,  Arizona,  Indian  school, 
was  in  attendance  upon  the  Institute  of  the  Indian  school  service. 

At  the  Twelfth  Annual  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Hatboro  High 
school  held  Dune  30th  we  see  by  the  program  that  four  of  our  Indian 
girls  - Misses  Fisher,  Moon,  Wheelock  and  Doxtator  contributed  a 
quartette . 

Mr.  Edwin  Schanandore,  89,  now  of  the  Albuquerque  Indian  School  force, 
spent  his  vacation  at  the  Conn  Conservatory  of  Music,  Elkhart,  Indiana. 
Mr.  Schanandore  was  a skillful  cornet  player  when  he  left  Carlisle,  and 
he  has  been  practicing  as  the  leader  of  various  school  bands  ever 
since.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  still  studying.  It  is  when  a 
person  thinks  he  knows  enough  that  he  is  apt  to  become  a bore  at  any 
trade  or  calling. 

Donald  and  Herbert  Campbell  sons  of  Assistant  Superintendent  Campbell 
have  arrived  at  Chemawa  from  the  University  of  Wyoming  where  they  have 

been  students.  After  vacation  they  will  attend  Stanford Ramona 

Potter,  the  two  year  old  daughter  of  Supt.  and  Mrs.  Potter  died  of 
Spinal  Meningitis,  at  their  home  in  El  Reno  after  a lingering  illness. 
Ramona  was  a beautiful  and  attractive  child  and  her  death  was  a severe 
blow  to  the  parents.  -[Chemawa  American. 

We  are  grieved  to  be  called  upon  to  record  the  death  of  Christina 
Redstone  of  Consumption,  last  Wednesday  night.  Christina  was  an 
Assiniboine,  from  Ft.  Peck,  Montana,  and  entered  Second  Grade  at 
Carlisle  in  1890.  She  was  a member  of  the  present  graduating  class. 

Her  country  record  was  without  blemish  and  the  Russell's  with  whom  she 
lived  were  greatly  attached  to  her,  and  treated  her  like  a daughter. 

This  Spring,  when  her  health  was  poor  they  invited  her  to  visit  them, 
and  bought  her  a mandolin  to  divert  her,  showing  every  kindness  they 
could  have  their  own.  Miss  Noble  and  Mrs.  Rumsport,  of  the  teachers' 
club,  where  she  was  detailed,  will  testify  to  her  value  as  a helper,  and 
both  were  fond  of  her.  In  quarters.  Miss  Campbell  gave  her  the  kindest 
care  during  the  weeks  of  illness  before  she  was  taken  to  the  hospital, 
and  her  many  friends  among  the  girls  and  employees  were  thoughtful  of 
her  comfort.  Always  gentle,  cheerful  and  affectionate  in  disposition, 
conscientious  and  reliable  in  her  work,  she  had  many  friends.  In  her 
long  illness,  she  was  most  uncomplaining,  making  no  demands  upon  those 
who  were  ever  ready  to  do  for  her  whatever  would  bring  cheer  and 
comfort,  and  always  showing  pleasure  for  little  attentions  paid  her. 

She  was  sweetly  and  consistently  a Daughter  of  the  King  whose  badge  she 


wore  on  her  heart  as  well  as  pinned  upon  her  dress.  A sweet,  womanly 
strong  and  tender  soul  has  gone  to  her  reward.  Rev.  Mosser,  of  the 
Methodist  church,  officiated  at  the  funeral. 


(P  3) 

Dust  think!  Only  about  six  weeks  more  of  vacation. 

The  coal  shovelers  have  begun  in  earnest,  hauling  coal  for  the 
winter's  supply! 

We  see  by  a card  from  ex-typo,  Robert  Hudson,  that  he  is  at  Gowanda, 

N.Y. 

Master  Edmund  Wheelock  thinks  he  has  just  the  nicest  new  little 
brother  that  ever  was  born. 

Miss  Forster  spent  a pleasant  Sunday  with  Misses  Pauli,  Cochran  and 
Barclay  at  Mt.  Gretna. 

The  floors  in  the  Large  Boys'  Quarters  have  been  oiled  and  it  has 
surprised  many  for  the  change  it  has  made. 

Dr.  Alice  Seabrook,  of  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia  was  on  the 
grounds  for  a few  hours  on  Saturday. 

If  paint  and  calsomine  keep  going  on  the  walls  and  ceilings,  at  the 
rate  they  have  in  the  last  few  weeks,  we  shall  shine  by  Fall. 

Miss  Annie  Morton,  '98,  Miss  Ely's  assistant  at  the  desk,  is  off  for  a 
month.  She  will  visit  friends  at  Lansdowne  and  Shippensburg. 

We  are  particularly  obliged  to  any  subscriber  who  informs  of  any  error 
in  address.  We  wish  our  list  as  complete  and  correct  as  possible. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman  are  croquet  and  tennis  players,  and  employ  some 
of  their  spare  moments  in  wielding  racket  and  mallet  with  a purpose. 

Little  Virginia  Eastman  calls  the  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s chief  clerk, 
"Buggy,"  when  the  latter  insists  on  being  a carriage  if  any  kind  of  a 
vehicle. 

Mrs.  Peter,  who  left  for  Chicago  two  weeks  ago,  after  a few  weeks  with 
her  daughter,  writes  that  she  frequently  thinks  of  us  and  wishes  to  be 
remembered  to  friends. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  have  returned,  and  the  professor  is  down 
to  business  on  school  work  for  the  coming  year.  Dohn's  grandpa  could 
not  spare  him  to  come  back  yet. 

"You  might  know"  which  is  heard  so  frequently  in  the  printing  office 
and  elsewhere  on  the  grounds  when  a stupid  mistake  is  made  is  the  most 
effective  and  appropriate  slang  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  ever  heard. 

Mrs.  Dorset,  Manager  of  the  Girls'  Department,  who  is  out  among  the 
country  girls  at  present,  writes  interesting  letters  of  her  new 
experiences,  while  getting  hold  of  and  understanding  the  various 
situations . 

You  may  see  some  strange  numbers  with  your  address.  The  first  two 
figures  refer  to  the  volume  to  which  you  have  paid  and  the  remaining  one 
or  two  figures  tells  the  number  of  the  paper  to  which  you  have  paid. 

Miss  Genther  and  Mrs.  Brokaw,  of  Bellemeade,  N.D.,  who  have  been 
guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  left  yesterday  for  their  homes.  Mrs. 
Bennett  is  suffering  from  a very  sore  thumb.  Dr.  Hilda  Longsdorf,  of 
Carlisle,  is  treating  it. 

Linder  the  painters'  touch  and  calsominers'  brush  the  hospital  is  fast 
growing  to  be  a place  of  attractive  appearance,  so  much  so  in  fact,  that 
the  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  fearful  that  we  shall  all  try  to  get  on  the 
sick  list  so  as  to  be  ordered  there. 

Miss  Weakley  says  she  enjoys  her  temporary  duties  in  charge  of  small 
boys,  although  she  finds  it  no  easy  task,  but  claims  that  experience  is 
worth  much.  Miss  Newcomer  has  about  the  same  to  say  of  her  hospital 
life  for  Duly  while  Miss  Barr  is  at  Prince  Edward's  Island. 

Mr.  Standing  was  -2  years  old  on  Sunday  last,  and  celebrated  the  event 
by  giving  the  student  body  a rousing  big  watermelon  treat.  Some  one 
said  they  would  not  mind  if  his  birthday  came  often.  The  feast  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed. 

Mrs.  Ewbank  the  lady  now  in  charge  of  the  pupils  culinary  department, 
is  presenting  these  days  various  palatable  "fix-ups"  made  from  a limited 
variety  of  foods.  It  is  very  difficult  not  to  fall  into  a rut  in 
cooking,  when  but  few  things  are  provided,  but  there  IS  a "homey"  way  of 


making  a variety  out  of  the  same  old  things,  which  is  an  art  to  be 
highly  prized. 

The  finest  picture  yet  placed  in  the  dining  hall  is  one  of  Hotel  del 
Monte,  California,  given  by  the  Southern  Pacific.  It  occupies  the  space 
between  the  windows  at  the  north  end  and  is  well  worth  the  trip  to  the 
dining-hall  to  see,  this  room  might  be  properly  called  the  picture 
gallery  of  our  school,  so  large  and  handsome  are  the  views  on  the  walls, 
given  by  different  railroad  companies. 

Hobart,  referred  to  by  Mrs.  Cook  in  her  letter  on  first  page,  is  her 
little  twelve-year-old  son  from  whom  she  has  been  separated  for  two 
years.  She  will  leave  him  again  in  California  to  go  to  school.  Were 
she  an  Indian  woman,  some  would  say:  "Is  not  the  system  cruel  which 
separates  mother  and  child,  even  though  it  be  for  the  good  of  the 
child?"  There  is  more  sentiment  than  common-sense  in  such  argument. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  Saturday  night's  band  concert  on  the 
public  square  of  Carlisle: 

1.  March,  "Pride  of  the  Nation"  -Clarke;  2.  Overture,  "Wm.  tell"  - 
Rossini;  3.  "Trovatore,"  -Verdi;  4.  Grand  Selection,  "Martha"  -Flotow; 

5.  "The  Trumpeters  Dream"  - Wilson;  6.  "Peace  Dubilee"  -Beyer;  7.  Comic 
Potpourri,  "Bingo"  -Beebe;  8.  Waltz,  "Mexicaine."  -Estrada;  9.  Star 
Spangled  Banner. 

It  is  a good  thing  to  be  a friend  of  the  Hilton's  in  apple  season  as 
well  as  at  all  other  seasons.  This  family  on  the  hill  is  continually 
doing  something  for  the  benefit  and  pleasure  of  various  members  of  the 
school,  and  now  comes  a great  big  treat  of  harvest  apples  for  the  small 
boys.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  were  full  of  "thank  you's"  and 
all  sorts  of  happy  feelings  as  they  were  eating,  and  that  they  did  not 
get  the  stomach  ache  either,  for  the  apples  were  good  and  ripe. 

The  attention  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  been  called  by  one  in 
authority  to  two  paths  that  are  being  worn  across  the  grass  plot  in  the 
shop  court,  by  people  who  are  too  indifferent  to  go  around.  One  is 
across  the  center  from  centre  door  to  centre  door,  and  the  other  is  a 
short  cut  to  the  dining  room  and  town.  Come!  Come!  When  we  have  gone  to 
the  expense  and  trouble  of  making  a thing  of  beauty  out  of  a very 
unsightly  place,  let  us  have  enough  manhood  and  interest  to  want  to  keep 
it  looking  well.  But  "you  might  know." 
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APACHE  COUPLE  MARRIED. 


The  following  letter  speaks  for  itself: 

SAN  CARLOS,  ARIZ.,  Duly  2,  1899. 

EDITOR  HELPER,  CARLISLE,  PA: 

This  morning  occurred  the  marriage  of  Miss  Alice  May  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Mahseel,  at  the  San  Carlos  Indian  School,  Ariz.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  in  the  presence  of  a small  company  of  friends  by  the  Rev. 
John  Plocher,  Lutheran  Missionary,  this  being  the  first  Apache  Indian 
couple  ever  legally  married  on  this  reservation. 

The  bride  was  for  many  years  a student  of  Teller  Institute,  Grand 
lunction,  Colorado,  and  of  Denver  High  School.  Since  her  return  to  her 
home  she  has  occupied  a position  of  assistant  matron  at  the  San  Carlos 
School,  where  she  has  won  a host  of  friends. 

The  groom  was  a pupil  of  this  school  and  for  three  years  its 
efficient  disciplinarian. 

They  will  continue  to  reside  at  the  school  where  they  are  valued 
employees . 

(Mrs.)  LYDIA  HUNT  WRIGHT, 

Superintendent . 


INDIAN  BOYS  BEAT. 


At  the  Beacon-by-the-Sea,  New  lersey,  a number  of  our  boys  are 
spending  the  summer  waiting  on  table,  and  doing  other  work  demanded  of 
them.  The  other  day  they  played  a game  of  ball  with  the  Trenton 
Military  Academy  and  won  by  the  score  of  21  to  3.  Siceni  Nori,  '94  who 


is  living  near  Trenton,  pitched  for  the  Academy  team. 

Caleb  Sickles  wrote  the  information  in  a friendly  letter. 

He  says  he  is  well  and  enjoying  himself  as  are  the  rest  of  the  boys. 

The  water  has  been  quite  cold  most  of  the  time,  yet  they  go  in 
swimming. 

The  weather  he  seems  to  think  is  delightful,  indeed  it  has  been  almost 
too  cool.  When  Charlie  Roberts  arrived  it  was  laughable  to  see  him 
running  around  the  room  "to  keep  warm." 


THE  BAND. 


The  great  United  States  Indian  Band  composed  of  members  from  several 
of  the  Indian  training  schools  of  the  country  is,  from  all  reports, 
doing  excellent  work  under  the  able  leadership  of  Prof.  Dennison 
Wheelock,  at  Carlisle.  The  band  now  numbers  over  sixty  pieces  and  we 
hope  will  even  excel  Sousa's  and  Gilmore's  bands  when  they  meet  across 
the  Atlantic.  All  the  schools  feel  they  have  some  claim  on  this  band, 
and  will  be  proud  to  hear  of  its  achievements  at  the  Paris  Exposition. 
-[Chemawa  American,  Oregon. 

DO  WE  EVER  THINK  OF  IT?  - A MORNING  SCENE. 


"Dust  think  what  a glorious  privilege  it  is  to  go  to  bed  without  pain 
or  the  distress  of  sickness,"  says  a subscriber  in  a letter  recounting 
her  blessings,  one  early  morning. 

Why  the  good  Father  treats  us  so  kindly  when  others  are  suffering  I do 
not  know." 

The  our  friend  apparently  looks  up  as  she  writes: 

"Oh,  how  beautiful  is  the  sky,  today,"  she  continues..  "It  is  a deep 
blue  with  broken  clouds  floating  around  like  ships  at  sea.  Now  the  sun 
hides  his  face  behind  one  of  these  clouds;  now  he  comes  out  again  to 
warm  and  to  cheer.  He  is  acting,  this  morning,  as  some  children  do 
after  their  little  sulky  spells,  when  they  have  been  chastised  by 
parents . 

I often  wonder  how  they  can  look  at  their  parents  and  smile  after  such 
inhuman  treatment,  but  they  do. 

The  birds  are  twittering  and  happy,  but  there  goes  the  old  steam 
screecher  telling  the  laborers  to  go  to  work.  There  is  not  much  poetry 
in  life  for  them,  and  yet  WORK  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  can 
fall  to  man . " 


WE  ALL  NEED  IT. 


An  Indian  woman  visited  the  school  last  month  who  rejoices  in  the  name 
of  Patience.  If  the  name  stands  for  an  attribute  of  character  all 
workers  on  the  Reserves  and  in  Indian  schools  have  need  of  the  name 
Patience.  It's  even  more  needful  than  a second  or  third  class 
certificate.  -[Progress. 


It  is  a great  thing  in  life  to  learn  how  to  forget  wisely. 


Since  we  cannot  get  what  we  like,  let  us  like  what  we  get. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  16  letters. 

My  5,  4,  14,  15  sometimes  comes  in  the  eye. 

My  2,  14,  13  is  what  we  all  like  to  receive  for  work. 

My  6,  1,  3 is  used  on  wagons. 

My  12,  14,  11,  16,  7 is  what  it  does  not  pay  for  the  Carlisle  students 
to  be  when  it  is  time  for  roll  call. 

My  8,  9,  1,  12  is  a useful  garment. 

My  10,  2 is  how  we  go  when  mounting  a hill. 

My  whole  is  something  that  Carlisle  shop  men  have  that  most  shop  men 
have  not. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  lawn  mower. 


+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 


Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 
Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Deskaheh:  Iroquois  Statesman  and  Patriot"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Dec  1995  05:48:34  -0500 
From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 

Subj : DESKAHEH:  Statesman  and  Patriot  (Thanks  Miketben) 

Booshoo  Niigii, 

Here  is  the  last  of  the  installments  in  this  series  - Thanks  again  Mike. 
Negug, 

Timm 

Ondamitagos 


Subj:  DESKAHEH  (PART  3) 

Date:  95-12-26  23:56:39  EST 
From:  Miketben 

DESKAHEH:  IROQUOIS  STATESMAN  AND  PATRIOT  - (Continued  - Part  3 - Final) 
Published  by:  Akwesasne  Notes 


Before  the  end  of  1924,  the  Speaker  of  the  Six  Nations  Council  had 
returned  to  the  United  States,  a disillusioned  and  discouraged  man.  An 
exile  from  Canada  and  from  the  nation  he  thought  he  had  failed,  he  found 
refuge  with  Clinton  Rickard  in  the  house  of  the  benign  old  chief.  There, 
by  the  Niagara  River,  which  marks  the  Canadian  boundary,  he  found  that  the 
people  for  whom  he  had  fought  did  not  think  him  a failure.  From  their 
northern  homes  in  Grand  River  Land,  they  journeyed  here  to  see  him  and 
assure  him  of  their  loyalty.  Though  his  disheartening  experience  had 
weakened  him  physically,  his  spirit  took  fire  from  their  words  and  with 
never-ending  courage,  he  kept  up  his  battle. 

THE  LAST  SPEECH  OF  DESKAHEH 

(On  the  evening  of  March  10,  1925,  suffering  from  a serious  attack  of 
pleurisy  and  pneumonia,  he  made  his  last  speech.  It  was  before  a radio 
microphone  in  Rochester.  Once  more,  and  more  forcefully  than  ever,  he 
hurled  defiance  at  big  nations  who  disregard  the  claims  of  smaller  peoples.) 

Nearly  everyone  who  is  listening  to  me  is  a pale  face,  I suppose.  I am 
not.  My  skin  is  not  red  but  that  is  what  my  people  are  called  by  others. 

My  skin  is  brown,  light  brown,  but  our  cheeks  have  a little  flush  and  that 
is  why  we  are  called  red  skins.  We  don't  mind  that.  There  is  no  difference 
between  us,  under  the  skins,  that  any  expert  with  a carving  knife  has  ever 
discovered . 

My  home  is  on  the  Grand  River.  Until  we  sold  off  a large  part,  our 
country  extended  down  to  Lake  Erie,  where,  140  winters  ago,  we  had  a 
little  sea-shore  of  our  own  and  a birch-bark  navy. 

You  would  call  it  Canada.  We  do  not.  We  call  the  little  ten-miles  square 
we  have  left  the  "Grand  River  Country".  We  have  the  right  to  do  that.  It 
is  ours.  We  have  the  written  pledge  of  George  III  that  we  should  have  it 
forever  as  against  him  or  his  successors  and  he  promised  to  protect  us  in 
it . 

We  didn't  think  we  would  ever  live  long  enough  to  find  that  a British 
promise  was  not  good.  An  enemy's  foot  is  on  our  country,  and  George  V 
knows  it  for  I told  him  so,  but  he  will  not  life  finger  to  protect  us  nor 
will  any  of  his  ministers. 

One  who  would  take  away  our  rights  is,  of  course,  our  enemy. 

Do  you  think  that  any  government  should  stop  to  consider  whether  any 
selfish  end  is  to  be  gained  or  lost  in  the  keeping  of  its  word? 

In  some  respects,  we  are  just  like  you.  We  like  to  tell  our  troubles. 

You  do  that.  You  told  us  you  were  in  great  trouble  a few  winters  ago 
because  a great  big  giant  with  a big  stick  was  after  you.  We  helped  you 
whip  him.  Many  of  our  young  men  volunteered  and  many  gave  their  lives  for 
you.  You  were  very  willing  to  let  them  fight  in  the  front  ranks  in  France. 


Now  we  want  to  tell  our  troubles  to  you. 

I do  not  mean  that  we  are  calling  on  your  governments  --  we  are  tired  of 
calling  on  the  governments  of  pale-faced  peoples  in  America  and  in  Europe. 
We  have  tried  that  and  found  it  was  no  use.  They  deal  only  in  fine  words  -- 
we  want  something  more  than  that.  We  want  justice  from  now  on.  After 
all  that  has  happened  to  us,  that  is  not  much  for  us  to  ask.  You  got  half 
of  your  territory  here  by  warfare  upon  redmen,  usually  unprovoked,  and  you 
got  about  a quarter  of  it  by  bribing  their  chiefs,  and  not  over  a quarter 
of  it  did  you  get  openly  and  fairly.  You  might  have  gotten  a good  share  of 
it  by  fair  means  if  you  had  tried. 

You  young  people  of  the  United  States  may  not  believe  what  I am  saying. 

Do  not  take  my  word,  but  read  your  history.  A good  deal  of  true  history 
about  that  has  got  into  print  now.  We  have  a little  territory  left  --  just 
enough  to  live  and  die  on.  Don't  you  think  your  governments  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  take  that  away  from  us  by  pretending  it  is  part  of  theirs? 

You  ought  to  be  ashamed  if  you  let  them.  Before  it  is  all  gone,  we  mean 
to  let  you  know  what  your  governments  are  doing.  If  you  are  a free  people 
you  can  have  your  own  way.  The  governments  at  Washington  and  Ottawa  have  a 
silent  partnership  of  policy.  It  is  aimed  to  break  up  every  tribe  of 
Redmen  so  as  to  dominate  every  acre  of  their  territory.  Your  high 
officials  are  the  nomads  today  --  not  the  Red  People.  Your  officials  won't 
stay  home. 

Over  in  Ottawa,  they  call  that  policy  "Indian  Advancement".  Over  in 
Washington,  they  call  it  "Assimilation".  We  who  would  be  the  helpless 
victims  say  it  is  tyranny. 

If  this  must  go  on  to  the  bitter  end,  we  would  rather  that  you  come  with 
your  guns  and  poison  gases  and  get  rid  of  us  that  way.  Do  it  openly  and 
above  board.  Do  away  with  the  pretense  that  you  have  the  right  to 
subjugate  us  to  your  will.  Your  governments  do  that  by  enforcing  your 
alien  laws  upon  us.  That  is  an  underhanded  way.  They  can  subjugate  us  if 
they  will  through  the  use  of  your  law  courts.  But  how  would  you  like  to  be 
dragged  down  to  Mexico,  to  be  tried  by  Mexicans  and  jailed  under  Mexican 
law  for  what  you  did  at  home? 

We  want  none  of  your  laws  and  customs  that  we  have  not  willingly  adopted 
for  ourselves.  We  have  adopted  many.  You  have  adopted  some  of  ours  - votes 
for  women,  for  instance.  We  are  as  well  behaved  as  you  and  you  would  think 
so  if  you  knew  us  better. 

We  would  be  happier  today,  if  left  alone,  than  you  who  call  yourselves 
Canadians  and  Americans.  We  have  no  jails  and  do  not  need  them.  You  have 
many  jails,  but  do  they  hold  all  the  criminals  you  convict?  And  do  you 
convict  or  prosecute  all  your  violators  of  the  thousands  of  laws  you  have? 

Your  governments  have  lately  resorted  to  new  practices  in  their  Indian 
policies.  In  the  old  days,  they  often  bribed  our  chiefs  to  sign  treaties 
to  get  our  lands.  Now  they  know  that  our  remaining  territory  can  easily  be 
gotten  from  us  by  first  taking  our  political  rights  away  in  forcing  us 
into  your  citizenship,  so  they  give  jobs  in  their  Indian  offices  to  the 
bright  young  people  among  us  who  will  take  them  and  who,  to  earn  their  pay, 
say  that  our  people  wish  to  become  citizens  with  you  and  that  we  are  ready 
to  have  our  tribal  life  destroyed  and  want  your  governments  to  do  it.  But 
that  is  not  true. 

Your  governments  of  today  learned  that  method  from  the  British.  The 
British  have  long  practiced  it  on  weaker  peoples  in  carrying  out  their 
policy  of  subjugating  the  world,  if  they  can,  to  British  Imperialism. 

Under  cover  of  it,  your  lawmakers  now  assume  to  govern  other  peoples  too 
weak  to  resist  your  courts.  There  is  no  three-mile  limits  or  twelve-mile 
limits  to  strong  governments  who  wish  to  do  that. 

About  three  winters  ago,  the  Canadian  Government  set  out  to  take 
mortgages  on  farms  of  our  returned  soldiers  to  secure  loans  made  to  them 
intending  to  use  Canadian  courts  to  enforce  these  mortgages  in  the  name  of 
Canadian  authority  within  our  country.  When  Ottawa  tried  that,  our  people 
resented  it.  We  knew  that  would  mean  the  end  of  our  government.  Because  we 
did  so,  the  Canadian  Government  began  to  enforce  all  sorts  of  Dominion  and 
Provincial  laws  over  us  and  quartered  armed  men  among  us  to  enforce 
Canadian  laws  and  customs  upon  us.  We  appealed  to  Ottawa  in  the  name  of 
our  right  as  a separate  people  and  by  right  of  our  treaties,  and  the  door 


was  closed  in  our  faces. 

We  then  went  to  London  with  our  treaty  and  asked  for  the  protection  it 
promised  and  got  no  attention.  Then  we  went  to  the  League  of  Nations  at 
Geneva  with  its  covenant  to  protect  little  peoples  and  to  enforce  respect 
for  treaties  by  its  members  and  we  spent  a whole  year  patiently  waiting 
but  got  no  hearing. 

To  punish  us  for  trying  to  preserve  our  rights,  the  Canadian  Government 
has  now  pretended  to  abolish  our  government  by  Royal  Proclamation,  and  has 
pretended  to  set  up  a Canadian-made  government  over  us,  composed  of  the 
few  traitors  among  us  who  are  willing  to  accept  pay  from  Ottawa  and  do  its 
bidding.  Finally,  Ottawa  officials,  under  pretense  of  a friendly  visit, 
asked  to  inspect  our  precious  wampum  belts,  made  by  our  Fathers  centuries 
ago  as  records  of  our  history,  and  when  shown  to  them,  these  false-faced 
officials  seized  and  carried  away  those  belts  as  bandits  take  away  your 
precious  belongings.  The  only  difference  was  that  our  aged  wampum-keeper 
did  not  put  up  his  hands  - our  hands  go  up  only  when  we  address  the  Great 
Spirit.  Yours  go  up,  I hear,  only  when  some  one  of  you  is  going  through 
the  pockets  of  his  own  white  brother.  According  to  your  newspapers,  they 
are  up  now  a good  deal  of  the  time. 

The  Ottawa  government  thought  with  no  wampum  belts  to  read  in  the 
opening  of  our  Six  Nations  Councils,  we  would  give  up  our  home  rule  and 
self-government,  the  victims  of  superstition.  Any  superstition  of  which 
the  Grand  River  People  have  been  victims  are  not  in  reverence  for  wampum 
belts,  but  in  their  trust  in  the  honor  or  governments  who  boast  of  a 
higher  civilization. 

We  entrusted  the  British,  long  ago,  with  large  sums  of  our  money  to  care 
for  when  we  ceded  back  parts  of  their  territory.  They  took  $140,000  of 
that  money  seventy-five  winters  ago  to  use  for  their  own  selfish  ends,  and 
we  have  never  been  able  to  get  it  back. 

Your  Government  of  the  United  States,  I hear,  has  just  decided  to  take 
away  the  political  liberties  of  all  the  redmen  you  promised  to  protect 
forever,  by  passing  such  a law  through  your  Congress  in  defiance  of  the 
Treaties  made  by  George  Washington.  That  law,  of  course,  would  mean  the 
breaking  up  of  the  tribes  if  enforced.  Our  people  would  rather  be  deprived 
of  their  money  than  their  political  liberties  - so  would  you. 

I suppose  some  of  you  never  heard  of  my  people  before  and  that  many  of 

you,  if  you  ever  did,  supposed  that  we  were  all  long  gone  to  our  Flappy 

Flunting  Grounds.  No!  There  are  as  many  of  us  as  there  were  a thousand 

winters  ago.  There  are  more  of  us  than  there  used  to  be  and  that  makes  a 

great  difference  in  the  respect  we  get  from  your  governments. 

I ask  you  a question  or  two.  Do  not  hurry  with  your  answers.  Do  you 
believe  - really  believe  - that  all  peoples  are  entitled  to  equal 
protection  of  international  law  now  that  you  are  so  strong?  Do  you  believe 
- really  believe  - that  treaty  pledges  should  be  kept?  Think  these 
questions  over  and  answer  them  to  yourselves. 

We  are  not  as  dependent  in  some  ways  as  we  were  in  the  early  days.  We  do 
not  need  interpreters  now.  We  know  your  language  and  can  understand  your 
words  for  ourselves  and  we  have  learned  to  decide  for  ourselves  what  is 
good  for  us.  It  is  bad  for  any  people  to  take  the  advice  of  an  alien 
people  as  to  that. 

You  Mothers,  I hear,  have  a good  deal  to  say  about  your  government.  Our 
Mothers  have  always  had  a hand  in  ours.  Maybe  you  can  do  something  to  help 
us  now.  If  you  white  mothers  are  hard-hearted  and  will  not,  perhaps  you 
boys  and  girls  who  are  listening  and  who  have  loved  to  read  stories  about 
our  people  - the  true  ones,  I mean  - will  help  us  when  you  grow  up  if 
there  are  any  of  us  left  then  to  be  helped. 

If  you  are  bound  to  treat  us  as  though  we  were  citizens  under  your 
government,  then  those  of  your  people  who  are  land-hungry  will  get  our 
farms  away  from  us  by  hooks  and  crooks  under  your  property  laws  and  in 
your  courts  that  we  do  not  understand  and  do  not  wish  to  learn.  We  would 
then  be  homeless  and  have  to  drift  into  your  big  cities  to  work  for  wages, 
to  buy  bread,  and  have  to  pay  rent,  as  you  call  it,  to  live  on  this  earth 
and  to  live  in  little  rooms  in  which  we  would  suffocate.  We  would  then  be 
scattered  and  lost  to  each  other  and  lost  among  so  many  of  you.  Our  boys 
and  girls  would  then  have  to  intermarry  with  you,  or  not  at  all.  If 


consumption  (tuberculosis)  took  us  off  or  if  we  brought  no  children  into 
the  world,  or  our  children  mixed  with  the  ocean  of  your  blood,  then  there 
would  be  no  Iroquois  left.  So  boys  and  girls,  if  you  grow  up  and  claim  the 
right  to  live  together  and  govern  yourselves  - and  you  ought  to  - and  if 
you  do  not  concede  the  same  right  to  other  peoples  - and  you  will  be 
strong  enough  to  have  your  own  way  - you  will  be  tyrants,  won't  you?  If 
you  do  not  like  that  word,  use  a better  one,  if  you  can  find  one,  but 
don't  deceive  yourselves  by  the  word  you  use. 

Boys,  you  respect  your  fathers  because  they  are  members  of  a free  people 
and  have  a voice  in  the  government  over  them  and  because  they  helped  to 
make  it  and  made  it  for  themselves  and  will  hand  it  down  to  you.  If  you 
knew  that  your  fathers  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  government  they  are 
under,  but  were  mere  subjects  of  other  men's  wills,  you  could  not  look  up 
to  them  and  they  could  not  look  you  in  the  face.  They  would  not  be  real 
men  then.  Neither  would  we. 

The  Fathers  among  our  people  have  been  real  men.  They  cry  out  now 
against  the  injustice  of  being  treated  as  something  else  and  being  called 
incompetents  who  must  be  governed  by  another  people  - which  means  the 
people  who  think  that  way  about  them. 

Boys  - think  this  over.  Do  it  before  your  minds  lose  the  power  to  grasp 
the  idea  that  there  are  other  peoples  in  this  world  beside  your  own  and 
with  an  equal  right  to  be  here.  You  see  that  a people  as  strong  as  yours 
is  a great  danger  to  other  peoples  near  you.  Already  your  will  comes 
pretty  near  to  being  law  in  this  world  where  no  one  can  whip  you.  Think 
then  what  it  will  mean  if  you  grow  up  with  a will  to  be  unjust  to  other 
peoples,  to  believe  that  whatever  your  government  does  to  other  peoples  is 
no  crime,  however  wicked.  I hope  the  Irish  Americans  hear  that  and  will 
think  about  it  - they  used  to  when  that  shoe  pinched  their  foot. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  Mohawks,  the  story  of  the  Oneidas,  of  the 
Cayugas  - I am  a Cayuga,  of  the  Onondagas,  the  Senecas,  and  the  Tuscaroras. 
They  are  the  Iroquois.  Tell  it  to  those  who  have  not  been  listening.  Maybe 
I will  be  stopped  from  telling  it.  But  if  I am  prevented  from  telling  it 
over,  as  I hope  to  do,  the  story  will  not  be  lost.  I have  already  told  it 
to  thousands  of  listeners  in  Europe  - it  has  gone  into  the  records  where 
your  children  can  find  it  when  I may  be  dead  or  be  in  jail  for  daring  to 
tell  the  truth.  I have  told  this  story  in  Switzerland  - they  have  free 
speech  in  little  Switzerland.  One  can  tell  the  truth  over  there  in  public, 
even  if  it  is  uncomfortable  for  some  great  people. 

This  story  comes  straight  from  Deskaheh,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Cayugas.  I am  the  speaker  of  the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  oldest 
League  of  Nations  now  existing.  It  was  founded  by  Hiawatha.  It  is  a League 
which  is  still  alive  and  intends,  as  best  it  can,  to  defend  the  rights  of 
the  Iroquois  to  live  under  their  own  laws  in  their  own  little  countries 
now  left  to  them,  to  worship  their  Great  Spirit  in  their  own  way,  and  to 
enjoy  the  rights  which  are  as  surely  theirs  as  the  white  man's  rights  are 
his  own. 

If  you  think  the  Iroquois  are  being  wronged,  write  letters  from  Canada 
to  your  ministers  of  Parliament,  and  from  the  United  States  to  your 
Congressmen  and  tell  them  so.  They  will  listen  to  you  for  you  elect  them. 

If  they  are  against  us,  ask  them  to  tell  you  when  and  how  they  got  the 
right  to  govern  people  who  have  no  part  in  your  government  and  do  not  live 
in  your  country  but  live  in  their  own.  They  can't  tell  you  that. 

One  word  more  so  that  you  will  be  sure  to  remember  our  people.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  them,  you  would  not  be  here.  If,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
winters  ago,  our  warriors  had  not  helped  the  British  at  Quebec,  Quebec 
would  not  have  fallen  to  the  British.  The  French  would  then  have  driven 
your  English-speaking  forefathers  out  of  this  land,  bag  and  baggage.  Then 
it  would  have  been  a French-speaking  people  here  today,  not  you.  That  part 
of  your  history  cannot  be  blotted  out  by  the  stealing  of  our  wampum  belts 
in  which  that  is  recorded. 

I could  tell  you  much  more  about  our  people,  and  I may  some  other  time, 
if  you  would  like  to  have  me. 

One  by  one,  Deskaheh  told  of  the  agreements  solemnly  made  on  the  sworn 
good  faith  of  each  of  the  two  big  governments  that  had  guaranteed  the 


Indian  his  own  land,  fair  treatment,  independence. 

Sick,  fever-ridden,  despairing,  Deskaheh  raised  his  voice  to  speak  his 
last  proud  message. 

The  next  morning,  Deskaheh  was  in  a Rochester  hospital.  Eight  weeks 
later  he  knew  he  was  dying,  and  asked  to  be  taken  back  to  Clinton 
Rickard's  home  on  the  Tuscarora  Reservation. 

While  he  made  ready  for  his  journey  along  the  Milky  Way  to  the  Spirit 
World,  his  brother,  wife  and  children  tried  to  cross  the  border  at  Niagara 
Falls  to  be  with  him,  and  were  refused  permission  to  do  so. 

On  Dune  27,  1925,  alone  and  with  his  eyes  set  toward  the  Six  Nations 
Land  he  had  tried  to  serve,  he  died. 

White  Americans  and  white  Canadians  have  done  little  to  keep  the  story  of 
Deskaheh  alive.  Few  have  seen  the  small  stone  that  marks  his  grave  in  the 
burial  grounds  of  the  Cayuga  Longhouse.  Fewer  still  care  to  remember  his 
words.  They  make  the  white  man  uncomfortable  because  they  bear  so 
emphatically  on  contemporary  thinking  about  the  native  people,  on  proposed 
laws  in  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  states  and  the  nations  that  would 
still,  despite  their  agreements  to  (in  Deskaheh' s words)  "protect  little 
peoples  and  to  enforce  respect  for  treaties",  regard  Indians  as 
incompetents  to  be  governed  for  their  own  good  by  wiser  neighbors. 

But  the  Iroquois  remember.  And  when  they  speak  of  Deskaheh,  the  white 
men  who  know  his  story  grow  troubled,  wondering  if  they  and  their 
governments  could  by  some  unlikely  chance  have  dealt  unjustly  with  a great 
man . 


"RE : Poem:  Draw  a Line  for  None"  

Date:  7 Sep  1994  00:11:35  -0600 
From:  lizfrost@unm.edu  (Septa) 

Subj : draw  a line  for  none 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

the  lesson  is  clear 

draw  a line  not  for  another 

look  inside  yourself  and  ask 

if  you  reflect  onto  or  judge 

another? 

do  you  do  it  in  anger,  pain 
or  fear? 

and  can  it  be  done  from 
within  in  any  way  other 
when  it  is  directed  from 
within  you 
towards  another? 

today  a coworker  told  me  a story. . . 

she  had  been  at  a maize  meeting  this  last  weekend 

a Flopi  farmer  was  there 

he  did  not  understand  that  the  plants  were 
male  and  female  and  that  the  pollen  was 
in  analogy  like  semen 

when  he  was  told  that  a coalition  was  wanted 

to  be  formed,  one  which  would  combine  a molecular,  cultural 

and  anthropological  study  of  maize 

he  stated  that  molecular  manipulation  of  maize  would 
be  unsacred 

he  was  asked  what  he  did  with  natural  genetic  aberrations 
in  the  field 

he  said  they  were  allowed  to  grow  but  not  reseeded 
and  what  of  the  pollen? 

spread  by  the  wind  and  the  insects  caring  the  genetic 
abnormality 


he  had  a realization,  and  became  interested  in  the  coalition, 
the  maize  genetic  data  could  be  used  to  draw  a line  between 
contemporary  and  ancient  maize  to  help  dispute  migration 
patterns  and  land  rights 

people  are  people 

our  own  needs  and  desires  are  often  the  first  we  feel 
the  ones  we  are  willing  to  make  concessions  for? 

within  the  context  of  Hopi  land  disputes,  it  is  a possible  answer 
and  as  with  many  things  one  must  weigh  the  cost 

some  white  "new  agers"  has  taken  things  (in  respect  to  Native 
American  spiritual  practices)  either  given  as  a gift  to  them  or 
taken  and  then  placed  them  within  the  context  of  capitalism  and 
western  consumerism,  they  are  sold,  just  as  are  the  Kachina  dolls, 
(the  dream  catchers  and  wheels  made  by  authentic  american  indians) 
at  the  dairy  queen  outside  of  Grants  on  1-40  and  the  rugs  which 
depict  4 tall  figures  part  of  Navajo  ceremonial  tradition,  maybe  some 
of  these  things  too  are  white  emulations,  maybe  not, 

how  can  I judge  either? 

I have  a family  to  feed  also 
but  in  my  heart  I hope  to  live  by 
clarity,  truth,  reverence  and  compassion 
not  greed 

just  as  I do  not  know  the  intent  of  the  womans  heart  who  wrote 
mutant  message,  I do  not  know  what  she  would  do  with  her  money 

but  i try  to  look  for  the  good  in  many  and  in  any 
thing  which  comes  into  my  life 
if  her  book  convinces  any  to  care  for  life  and 
all  that  exist  on  this  earth  then  it  is  worth 
more  than  a million  to  me 

for  money  is  paper,  metal,  and  a balance  on 

a computer  screen 

but  anything  given  from  the  heart 

surely  plants  a seed 

how  can  I know  the  heart,  mind  and  soul  of  many? 
of  any? 

I know  my  own,  only  this  is  true 
I only  know  you  by  what  I reflect  or  perceive 
of  you  and  what  you  do 

and  what  do  you  know  of  me 

besides  what  I choose  to  let  you  see? 

can  you  trust  me? 

or  more  importantly 
can  i know  and  trust  me. 
can  I trust  and  know  me. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Aug  1999  16:02:12  EDT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  8-14 


AUKAKE 

August 


Mahoe  Mua 


8 

Make  your  mind  a quiet  place  of  peace  and  solitude. 

9 

No  truth  is  ever  absolute. 


10 

The  orchid  embodies  the  perfection  of  diversity. 

11 

Never  be  afraid  to  experience  life. 

12 

The  song  of  the  ocean  is  captured  forever  in  the  tiniest  shell. 

13 

Wherever  I journey,  this  place  of  wonder  walks  by  my  side. 

14 

The  fullness  of  each  day  is  made  up  of  both  light,  malamalama,  and 
shadow,  ke  aka. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Mon,  2 August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Sat,  31  3ul  1999  09:36:33  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Big  Mountain  Benefit  in  Philadelphia 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Date:  Sat,  31  3ul  1999  12:31:18  -0400 
From:  LISN  <lisn2000@lisn . net> 

ANNOUNCING:  BIG  MOUNTAIN  BENEFIT 
SATURDAY 
August  7,  1999 
2PM  - 11  PM 

LIBERTYLAND  COMMUNITY  GARDENS 
3rd  & Poplar  Sts. 

Philadelphia,  PA 

PURPOSE:  Stop  the  forced  relocation  of  the 
Navajo  (Dineh)  people  from  their  ancestral  lands!!! 

FEATURING  Guest  Speakers: 

ROBERTA  BLACKGOAT 

Navajo-Dineh  Elder  and  Big  Mountain  Resistor 
BEN  CARNES 

Choctaw;  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations 
of  the  Western  Flemisphere 

MUSIC  Performed  by: 

Redhawk  Singers 
One 

Shipwreck 

...and  many  more  musical  surprises 

ADMISSION:  Sliding  Scale  $10-$20 
SPONSORED  BY: 

Positive/Clean  Air  Council  and  the 

Big  Mountain/Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 


of  Philadelphia,  PA 

Big  Mountain  Support  Group  215-729-1740  or 
Positive  215-222-6548 

***  ALL  PROCEEDS  ARE  FOR  THE  SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION  *** 
Information  Flyer  Online  at: 

http : //www. lisn . net /bigmtn-benef it  - phil ly . htm#ph illy- benefit 
For  more  information:  mailto:giannahorse75@hotmail.com 


League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 

mailto : lisn2000@lisn . net 

LISN  Web  Site:  http://www.lisn.net 


Date:  Wed,  28  Dul  1999  16:22:43  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Subj : Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 

1st  INTERNATIONAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
"LET  THE  JOURNEY  BEGIN" 

at  Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 
August  28-29,  1999 
Head  Veteran 

Wohali  Standing  Bear  ; Pawnee 
Drum 

Blue  Heron  Singers 
United  Lumbee  Nation  of  NC 
Drum  Keeper/Lead  Singer 
Chief  Soft  Shell  Turtle  Netz 
Master  of  Ceremonies 
Chico  Dulak  ; Lakota 

Head  Man  Dancer;  Spirit  Elks  Shadow  Wolf-  Cher/Senica 
Head  Woman  Dancer;  Christene  Coppess  - Blackfoot 
Head  Dr  Male;  Darnell  Hawk  - Oglala  Manderson  SD 
Head  Dr  Female; Reba  Little  Fawn  - Cherokee 
Story  Teller;  Becky  Morning  Star  - Cherokee 

Public  Invited Bring  your  lawn  chairs 

Gates  open  at  10  AM  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Admission:  Adults  $5.00  55  and  over  $2.50  Children 

under  12  FREE  (with  adult) 

No  cameras  or  video  recorders  permitted 


No  drugs  or  alcohol  or  politics  allowed  on  grounds. 
No  pets  around  Arena  or  trading  areas. 


Free  camping-  First  come  first  serve. 

Electric  available:  RV  $5.00  per  day 

Tent  $2.50  per  day 

Coordinated  BY:  The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana,  Inc. 
A not  for  profit  organization. 

For  information  contact  Wohali  or  Happy  Dancer  at: 

(317)  356-5187  6-10  PM  Mon-Fri 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dul  1999  17:21:45  -0700 
From:  Peter  Hazard  <pahazard@cats . ucsc . edu> 
Subj:  Pow-wow  in  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Authentic  traditional  Native  American  pow-wow 
happening  Aug  7 & 8 in  Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 
For  more  information: 

http : //n light . com/Aml ndian/ 

Thanks! 


Date:  Thu,  15  Dul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION.ORG> 


Subj : SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Hanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 
the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 

SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Hawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 
September  2-  September  13  in  New  Haven,  CT 

Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tentative) 

December  28  - January  2 in  Detroit,  MI 
January  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 
January  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 
January  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 
January  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 
February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 
February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 
February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 
February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 
February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 
March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 
March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 
April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 
April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 


Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
HIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTEj  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10032 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10032 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 


Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piaute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-August  6-8,  1999- 
Nechi  Institute  Reunion  Weekend 
Edmonton,  AB  1-800-459-1884  or  (780)  459-1884 

Songhees  Powwow 

Maple  Bank  Park,  BC  (250)  385-3938 

15th  Annual  First  Peoples  Festival 
Victoria,  BC  Leslie  McGarry:  (250)  384-3211 

Standing  Buffalo  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK  Tanya:  (306)  332-4685 

33rd  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Powwow 
Havre,  MT  (406)  395-4478 

11th  Annual  United  Tribes  Powwow 
Missoula,  MT  (406)  728-2180 

Big  Grassy  Powwow 

Big  Grassy,  ON  (807)  4885614 

Genaabaajing  Traditional  Powwow 

Serpent  River,  ON  Keith  Lewis:  (705)  844-2418 

-August  6-9,  1999- 
Millbrook  Powwow 
Truro,  NS  (902)  895-0441/7913 

-August  7 & 8,  1999- 
Rogue  River  Gathering 
Grants  Pass,  OR  Dudy:  (541)  871-6394 

-August  11  - 13,  1999- 
Treaty  Day  100  Year  Anniversary 
Desmarais,  AB  1-800-268-6783 

-August  12  - 15,  1999- 
Omak  Stampede 
Omak,  WA  (509)  826-4218 

78th  Annual  Gallup  Intertribal  Powwow 
Gallup,  NM  1-800-233-4528 

-August  13  & 14,  1999- 
22nd  Annual  Iicot  Champions  Powwow 
Tulsa,  OK  (918)  826-1523 

-August  13  - 15,  1999- 
Siksika  Nation  Fair  99 
Siksika  Nation,  AB 


Vincent  Yellow  Old  Woman  1-800-551-5724 


Driftpile  Annual  Powwow 
Driftpile,  AB  (780)  355-3931 

Mohegan  Wigwam  Powwow 
Uncasville,  CT  1-800-MOHEGAN 

Red  Lake  Nation  Fair 

Red  Lake,  MN  (218)  679-3341  ext.  1020 

Algonquins  of  Golden  Lake 

Traditional  Powwow 

Eganville,  ON  lane:  (613)  625-2800 

-August  14  & 15,  1999- 
5th  Annual  Blue  Water  Celebration 
Port  Huron,  MI  (810)  982-0891 

Tyendinaga  12th  Annual 

Traditional  Powwow 

Deseronto,  ON  Sharon:  (613)  396-5573 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  5 through  8:  35th  Annual  Rocky  Boy  Pow  Wow; 
Havre,  MT ; (406)  395-4095  or  (406)  395-5223 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  Wadopana  Pow  Wow;  Wolf  Point,  MT; 
(406)  653-1818 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  25th  Annual  Kalispel  Pow  Wow; 
Kalispel  Pow  Wow  Grounds;  Usk,  WA;  (509)  445-1147 

Aug.  6,  7 and  8:  5th  Annual  Sacramento  Pow  Wow,  6th 
and  Broadway;  Sacramento,  CA;  (916)  421-0657 

Aug.  13,  14  and  15:  Hays  Pow  Wow;  Hays,  MT 

Aug.  19  through  23:  Crow  Fair  Annual  Celebration; 
Crow  Agency,  MT 

Aug.  27,  28  and  29:  Fort  Kipp  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Kipp, 
MT;  (406)  768-5112  or  (406)  768-3170 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Subj : update  on  festival 


hey  gary..hene  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do. . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

HM:  Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 

HL:  Flelene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

FID:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  6-8:  Native  American  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rockin'  A Arena, 
Clanton.  Take  1-65  to  exit  208,  take  County  Road  459  & follow  the  signs.  A 
rodeo  will  be  going  on  there  the  same  weekend .Gates  open  9am-5pm.  Admission: 
Ages  6-12,  $1.00;  Adults,  $3 . 00 ; Sr . Citizens,  Flandicapped  & children  under  6 
admitted  free.  HM : Gary  Thunderwolf , HL : Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger,HD:  Caney 
Creek,  MC:  Alton  McAllister,  AD:  Little  Hawk.  Special  guest:  Wolf  (Native 
American  recording  artist);  Native  American  Color  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
will  be  present.  Guest  Drums  welcome.  All  Dancers  welcome.  Hosted  by 
Decendants  of  the  Hide-A-Way  Cherokees.  Info:  PrettyMoon  (256)  593-8102, 
TrailWalker  (205)  467-2408,  or  SilverMoon  (256)  878-3721. 

Aug.  13-15:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Campout, across  from  Marshall  County 
Camp  #1  on  Hwy  431  near  the  river  bridge,  Guntersville.  Info:  (256)  796-8900 

Aug.  15:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Church,  10:00  am,  across  from  Marshall 
County  Camp  #1,  on  Hwy.  431  near  the  river  bridge,  Guntersville.  Info:  (256) 
582-0114. 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration . Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7032  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


MISSOURI 

Aug.  13-15:  Thunderbird  Society  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Fairgrounds,  Vandalia. 
Info:  (618)  876-3321. 


OKLAHOMA 

Aug.  2-7:  Wichita  Annual  Dance,  Wichita  Dance  Grounds,  Anadarko. 
Info:  (405)  247-6651/fax:  247-6652,  or  chamber@tanet.net. 

Aug.  2-7:  Indian  Exposition,  Caddo  County  Fairgrounds,  Anadarko. 
Info:  (405)  247-6651/fax:  247-6652,  or  chamber@tanet.net. 


TENNESSEE 

Aug.  7-8:  Choctaw  Heritage  Festival,  Chucalissa  Indian  Village  & 


Archaeological  Museum,  Memphis.  Pow  Wow  & festival,  with  arts  & crafts, 
blowgun  contest,  traditional  Choctaw  dances,  and  Choctaw  stickball  games  on 
both  afternoons.  Hours:  9am-5pm  both  days;  GE  12:30pm  both  days.  Admission: 
Adults  - $5.00;  Seniors  & Children  - $3.00;  Children  under  4 - free.  Vendors 
may  contact  MLmoore@memphis.edu.  For  further  info,  contact  Harry  Thompson, 
Festival  Chairman  (901)  738-2968  (after  4pm),  or  Chucalissa  Museum,  1987 
Indian  Village  Drive,  Memphis,  TN  38109  (901)  785-3160.  Sponsored  by 
American  Indian  Affairs  of  Tennessee,  P.O.  Box  253,  Ripley,  TN  38063. 

Aug.  7-8:  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park, 
Cleveland.  Festival  highlights  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,  and  features 
food,  song,  & dance.  Info:  Lois  Osborne,  Red  Clay  State  Historic  Park,  1140 
Red  Clay  Park  Road,  Cleveland,  TN  37323  (423)  478-0339. 


TEXAS 

Aug.  21:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney. 
Info:  Grant  Gamuer  (713)  448-8435. 

Aug.  21-22:  Texas  Intertribal  Indian  Organization  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  Rex 
Baxter  Building,  Tri-State  Fairgrounds,  Amarillo.  Info:  Billy  Turpin  (806) 
358-3277,  Marie  Lewis  358-3112,  or  fax:  (806)  378-8082. 


VIRGINIA 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 
Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock),  HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole),  MC's:  John  Jefferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Aug  1999  09:44:14  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  08/02  9:11  AM  >>> 

Listen  Live  l-2pm  ET 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Aug  2-5,  1999 
MON  - 8/2:  Current  Events: 

Once  again,  it's  time  to  catch  up  on  all  the  news  from  Indian  Country.  A red 
alert  is  being  sounded  as  protesters  are  being  arrested  for  protecting  a 
sacred  site  in  Minnesota.  In  Hollywood,  Indians  are  being  left  out  of  the  TV 
industry  again.  The  Cherokees  of  Oklahoma  have  a new  Chief  and  the  Indian 
newspaper  "The  Lakota  Times"  is  being  resurrected  after  a long  absence. 

TUE  - 8/3:  Women  Tribal  Leaders: 

Women  are  the  natural  leaders  of  our  families  and  communities,  and  nowadays 
more  women  are  being  elected  as  leaders  of  our  tribes  for  their  strength, 
vision  and  intuition.  What  are  the  qualities  that  women  bring  to  an  office 
of  leadership?  Do  women  offer  a different  set  of  values  and  priorities  than 
men?  Invited  guests  include  Pearl  Capoeman-Bellar  of  the  Quinault  Nation. 

WED  - 8/4:  Who  Owns  Alaska?: 


The  argument  over  who  has  the  original  title  to  the  state  of  Alaska  is  not 
over.  Many  Native  Alaskans  contend  that  the  United  States  bought  the  land 
from  Russia,  but  the  land  was  never  Russia's  to  sell  in  the  first  place.  Of 
course,  this  argument  has  fallen  on  many  deaf  ears  over  the  years.  Is  there 
really  any  substance  to  the  claim  that  Alaska  still  belongs  to  Native 
Alaskans?  Invited  guests  include  George  lames  of  the  Tlingit  Nation. 

THU  - 8/5:  Government-to-Government  Relationship: 

On  April  29,  1994  President  Clinton  promised  tribal  leaders  that  he 
wholeheartedly  supported  government-to-government  relationships  between  the 
U.S.  and  tribes.  State  governments  and  organizations  have  been  crying  foul, 
saying  it  gives  tribes  too  much  power.  Now,  the  White  House  is  seeking  to 
rescind  the  President's  executive  order,  which  mandates  federal  agencies  to 
consult  with  tribes  on  issues  that  affect  them.  Will  the  President  keep  his 
promise  to  Tribal  Nations? 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  loseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Tarren  Collins,  Apache  Survival  Coalition,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Chris  Milde, 
Janet  Smith,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Mary  Ann  Dark,  Charles  Petras,  Jacqueline  Hines,  A.  N.  N.  A.  Foundation, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Net  Warriors,  Peji,  Barbara  Landis, 

Debra  Sanders,  Robert  Dorman,  Harvey  Arden,  Liz  Pollard,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Aug  11  17:09:52  1999 
Date:  Tue,  10  Aug  1999  18:38:09  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.033 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Paths-L,  Big  Mountain, 
Triballaw  & Nez  Perce  Treaties  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http: //www. az star net . com/pu bli c/d news/ LQ7113 . html 
http: //www. theglobeandmail . com/gam/ I nternational/19990807/UANNIN. html 
http : //www. tuc son citizen . com/news/ stories/Storyl251962. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain,  lust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS .html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
lust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"The  Heart  Knows  What  It  Is..." 

"I  had  a Comanche  mother  and  an  Irish  father.  But  I'm  Comanche. 

I ' m not  Irish 

"When  the  Comanche  took  in  someone,  he  became  Comanche.  He  wasn't 
part  this,  part  that.  He  was  all  Comanche  or  he  wasn't  Comanche  at 
all.  Blood  runs  the  heart.  The  heart  knows  what  it  is." 

LaDonna  Harris,  Commanche,  in  Literature  of  the  American  Indian, 

by  Thomas  E.  Sanders  and  Walter  W.  Peek 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  ! 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| lourney  I 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  i 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Rain  finally  came  to  a very  thirsty  earth  this  past  Sunday  in  Northwest 
Georgia.  I had  recently  filled  some  holes  in  the  yard  with  the  red  clay 
that  Georgia  is  so  well  known  for.  It  is  so  red  because  it  is  loaded  with 
red  ochre.  As  the  rain  fell  the  holes  ran,  leaving  trails  of  blood  red  clay 
down  the  hill,  reminding  me  of  the  story  I was  taught  about  this  part  of 
Turtle  Island.  Grandmother  spider  spun  the  web  of  life,  and  in  her  haste 
dropped  an  egg.  It  broke  and  the  embryo  inside  covered  this  place  with  the 
blood  of  the  first  man. 

I was  also  reminded  of  a recent  demographic  in  the  "Atlanta  lournal- 
Constitution"  demonstrating  how  developers  had  removed  trees  in  the  metro 
area,  turning  the  counties  and  communities  into  a growing  "urban/suburban 
heat  island".  This  is  a nice  phrase  that  describes  a modern-day  desert. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Within  a week  of  that  demographic  the  commissioners  in  the  county  my  wife 
and  I live  in  made  a big  production  of  their  new  policy  that  would  limit 
sprawl,  and  the  resultant  removal  of  trees  - many  of  them  old-growth. 

The  very  weekend  of  that  great  proclamation  a construction  project  about 
two  miles  from  our  home  leveled  several  acres  of  grandfather  trees  to  make 
room  for  a Target/Lowes  Super  Complex.  They  burned  these  old  warriors  on 
the  site,  not  saving  a single  one  for  the  parking  area,  or  even  trying  to 
salvage  the  lumber.  The  smoke  hung  in  the  spring  sky  like  ribbons  of  death 
for  days. 

So  much  for  a cleaner  environment... 

The  last  four  weeks  we  have  been  under  an  "air-advisory".  This  area  has 
never  been  under  a smog  alert  for  such  a length  of  time.  Do  you  think  for 
even  a brief  moment  someone  in  a tall  building  in  metro  Atlanta  has  made 
the  "cause-and-effect"  connection  between  those  burning  grandfather  trees 
and  the  burning  lungs?  If  so,  it  only  made  them  more  determined  to  "get 
theirs"  before  tougher  restrictions  are  actually  enforced. 

Not  a one  will  realize  a higher  authority  is  already  enacting  some  very 
tough  restrictions,  and  Creator  can't  be  "bought  off"  during  a round  of  golf. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30337,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Phoebe  Elizabeth  (Rock)  Saxon 


Date:  Tue,  3 Aug  1999  16:53:49  -0500 
From:  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET . COM> 

Subj : Passing  of  Elder 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Phoebe  Elizabeth  (Rock)  Saxon,  age  62,  Chairwoman  of  the  American  Indian 
Center  of  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota  passed  over  to  a better  place  on  Tuesday, 
Duly  27,  1999.  Phoebe  was  born  October  20,  1936  on  the  White  Earth  Indian 
Reservation  to  Samuel  and  Martha  (Brown)  Rock.  She  married  David  E,  Saxon, 
Sr.  on  October  31,  1954  at  Breck  Memorial  Church  in  Pine  Point.  She  lived 
in  Foley,  Minnesota  prior  to  moving  to  St.  Cloud.  She  worked  at  Burlington 


Northern  Railroad  in  Minneapolis  for  19  1/2  years. 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 

"RE : America's  Athlete  of  the  Century"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Aug  1999  02:43:34  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Dames  Francis  Thorpe  'America's  Athlete  of  the  Century'!!! 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

*From:  "Dr.  Ben  Irvin"  <birvin@ronan . net> 

^INDIAN  EDUCATION  FORUM 

^August  5,  1999/ORP/Pablo,  Montana 

Dim  Thorpe  was  recently  designated  the  "Athlete  of  the  Century" 
by  both  houses  of  Congress  (May,  1999).  These  resolutions  and  the 
information  should  be  shared  with  students.  It  would  be  appropriate  to 
do  a ceremony  honoring  this  during  American  Indian  Day  in  September. 

Deawga'wik,  Ben 

1.  Resolution  submitted  to  Senate 

2.  Senate  Resolution  91 

3.  Bill  Introduced  To  Name  Dim  Thorpe  Athlete  of  the  Century 

4.  House  Resolution  198  Separate  Printable  Versions: 

1 2 3 4. 

from  Congressional  Record  - Senate  S4607 

Mr.  SANTORUM.  Mr.  President,  I rise  today  to  submit  a resolution 
recognizing  Dim  Thorpe  as  the  Athlete  of  the  Century. 

Born  to  an  impoverished  family  on  Sac-and-Fox  Indian  land.  Dim 
Thorpe  overcame  adverse  circumstances  to  excel  as  an  amateur  and 
as  a professional  in  three  sports;  track  and  field,  football  and  baseball. 
Thorpe,  who  was  voted  'Athlete  of  the  First  Half  of  the  Century'  by  the 
Associated  Press  almost  fifty  years  ago,  is  the  only  American  athlete 
ever  to  excel  at  this  level  in  three  major  sports. 

As  a student  at  Carlisle  Indian  School  in  Pennsylvania,  Thorpe  proved 
his  athletic  ability  early  on.  One  anecdote  recalls  how  the  5-foot-9  1/2 
inch,  144-pound  Thorpe  almost  single-handedly  overcame  the  entire 
Lafayette  track  team  at  a meeting  in  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  winning 
six  events.  Also  while  attending  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  Dim  Thorpe 
established  his  amateur  football  record  playing  halfback,  defender, 
punter,  and  place-kicker.  In  1911,  he  was  named  an  All  American.  In 
1912,  he  represented  the  United  States  and  the  Sac-and-Fox  Nation 
in  the  Olympic  Games  in  Stockholm,  Sweden.  To  this  day,  Thorpe  is  the 
only  athlete  to  win  gold  medals  in  the  pentathlon  and  decathlon.  After 
his  Olympic  feats  in  Sweden,  Thorpe  returned  to  Carlisle's  football  team 
and  was  named  an  All-American  again. 

In  1913,  Thorpe  left  amateur  athletics  and  signed  a $5,000  contract 
to  play  baseball  with  the  New  York  Giants.  As  an  outfielder  with  the 
Giants,  and  later  with  the  Cincinnati  Reds  and  Boston  Braves,  his  best 
season  was  his  last  one,  when  he  batted  .327  in  60  games  for  Boston. 

In  1915,  Thorpe  agreed  to  play  professional  football  for  the  Canton 
Bulldogs.  Thorpe  went  on  to  become  a key  part  of  this  team  as  it  was 
recognized  as  the  'world  champion'  in  1916,  1917,  and  1919.  Thorpe's 
professional  football  career  later  included  stints  with  Cleveland,  Rock 
Island,  the  New  York  Giants,  and  the  Chicago  Cardinals.  In  1920, 

Thorpe  became  the  first  president  of  the  American  Football  Association, 
which  was  later  to  become  the  National  Football  League.  Today,  he  is 
recognized  as  a founding  father  of  professional  football. 

Recently,  I had  the  privilege  of  attending  a luncheon  honoring  Dim 


Thorpe's  daughter , Grace,  at  the  Dim  Thorpe  Memorial  Hall  in  the 
Carbon  County,  Pennsylvania,  a town  named  for  the  great  athlete. 

Grace  Thorpe  has  traveled  around  the  country  asking  people  to  sign 
petitions  declaring  her  father  athlete  of  the  century.  She  plans  to  send 
the  petition  to  cable  sports  networks  and  national  sportswriters . As 
Dim  Thorpe  Area  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  president,  Dack  Kmetz  has  noted, 

Thorpe  unfortunately  missed  out  on  the  modern-day  media  blitz  that 
surrounds  popular  athletes  today.  Nonetheless,  I promised  Ms.  Thorpe 
and  the  people  of  Dim  Thorpe,  Pennsylvania  that  I would  introduce  this 
resolution  which  I hope  will  raise  awareness  of  this  true  legend's 
achievements  and  give  him  the  recognition  he  deserves. 

106th  Congress  -1st  Session 
SENATE  RESOLUTION  91 

EXPRESSING  THE  SENSE  OF  THE  SENATE  THAT  DIM  THORPE 
SHOULD  BE  RECOGNIZED  AS  THE  'ATHLETE  OF  THE  CENTURY' 

(Senate  - May  03,  1999) 

Mr.  SANTORUM  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  Science,  and  Transportation : S.  Res.  91 

SECTION  1.  SENSE  OF  THE  SENATE  THAT  DIM  THORPE  SHOULD 
BE  RECOGNIZED  AS  THE  'ATHLETE  OF  THE  CENTURY'.  ) 

Findings:  The  Senate  finds  the  following: 

) Dim  Thorpe  is  the  only  athlete  ever  to  excel  as  an  amateur  and  a 
professional  in  3 major  sports- -track  and  field,  football,  and  baseball. 

) Prior  to  the  1912  Olympic  Games,  Dim  Thorpe  won  the  pentathlon 
and  the  decathlon  at  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  National  Championship 
Trials  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

) Dim  Thorpe  represented  the  United  States  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nation 
in  the  1912  Olympic  Games  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  where  he  won  a gold 
medal  in  the  pentathlon,  became  the  first  American  athlete  to  win  a 
gold  medal  in  the  decathlon,  in  which  he  set  a world  record,  and  became 
the  only  athlete  in  Olympic  history  to  win  both  the  pentathlon  and  the 
decathlon  during  the  same  year. 

) The  athletic  feats  of  Dim  Thorpe  resulted  in  worldwide  publicity  that 
helped  to  ensure  the  viability  of  the  Olympic  Games. 

) During  his  major  league  baseball  career.  Dim  Thorpe  played  with  the 
New  York  Giants,  the  Cincinnati  Reds,  and  the  Boston  Braves,  and  ended 
the  1919  baseball  season  with  a .327  batting  average. 

) Dim  Thorpe  established  his  amateur  football  record  playing  halfback, 
defender,  punter,  and  place-kicker  while  he  was  a student  at  the 
Carlisle  Indian  School  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  chosen  as  Walter  Camp's 
First  Team  All-American  Half-Back  in  1911  and  1912. 

) Dim  Thorpe  was  a founding  father  of  professional  football,  playing 
with  the  Canton  Bulldogs,  which  was  the  team  recognized  as  world 
champion  in  1916,  1917,  and  1919,  the  Cleveland  Indians,  the  Oorang 
Indians,  the  Rock  Island  Independent,  the  New  York  Giants,  and  the 
Chicago  Cardinals. 

) In  1920,  Dim  Thorpe  was  named  the  first  president  of  the  American 
Professional  Football  Association,  now  known  as  the  National  Football  league 
(9)  Dim  Thorpe  was  voted  America's  Greatest  All-Around  Male  Athlete  and 
chosen  as  the  greatest  football  player  of  the  half-century  in  1950  by 
an  Associated  Press  poll  of  sportswriters . 

) Dim  Thorpe  was  named  the  Greatest  American  Football  Player  in  History 
in  a 1977  national  poll  conducted  by  Sport  Magazine. 

) Because  of  his  outstanding  achievements.  Dim  Thorpe  was  inducted 
into  the  National  Track  and  Field  Hall  of  Fame,  the  Professional  Football 
Hall  of  Fame,  the  Helms  Professional  Football  Hall  of  Fame,  the 
National  Indian  Hall  of  Fame,  the  Pennsylvania  Hall  of  Fame,  and  the 
Oklahoma  Hall  of  Fame. 

) The  immeasurable  sports  achievements  of  Dim  Thorpe  have  long  been 
an  inspiration  to  the  youth  in  Pennsylvania  and  throughout  the  United 
States . 


) Sense  of  the  Senate:  It  is  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  Dim  Thorpe 
should  be  recognized  as  the  'Athlete  of  the  Century'. 

News  From: 

Congressman  Paul  E.  Kan jorskillth  District/Pennsylvania  Dune  1,  1999 
Contract:  D.D.  Balaban  (202)  225-6511 

Kanjorski  Introduces  Bipartisan  Bill  To  Name  Dim  Thorpe  Athlete  of 
the  Century  Washington,  DC  - Congressman  Paul  E.  Kanjorski  (PA-11) 
introduced  a bipartisan  resolution  in  the  United  State  House  of 
Representatives  last  week  to  name  Dim  Thorpe  "America's  Athlete 
of  the  Century" . 

Congressman  Kanjorski  said,  "Over  the  past  one  hundred  years,  America 
has  been  fortunate  enough  to  be  the  home  of  many  talented  athletes 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  their  sport,  but  none  deserves  the 
label  of  "The  Greatest"  more  than  Dim  Thorpe.  His  achievements  were  on 
a scale  almost  unimaginable  today.  His  most  famous  achievement  is  winning 
both  the  decathlon  and  the  pentathlon  during  one  Olympic  year,  a feet 
that  has  not  been  matched  in  the  ensuing  87  years.  After  that  triumph, 
he  excelled  at  both  professional  football  and  baseball,  participating  in 
both  sports  concurrently  for  seven  years." 

Congressman  Kanjorski  continued,  "It  is  unsurprising  that  an  Associated 
Press  poll  in  1950  named  him  to  be  the  America's  Greatest  Al-Around 
Male  Athlete  and  that  a 1977  national  poll  found  him  to  be  the  Greatest 
American  Football  Player  in  History.  It  Would  be  a great  error  to 
overlook  Dim  Thorpe  as  America's  Greatest  All-Around  Male  Athlete 
and  America's  Greatest  Football  Player  of  the  20th  Century  simply 
because  his  career  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  our  century,  before 
the  age  of  television.  Congress  would  be  wise  to  name  him  America's 
Greatest  Athlete  of  the  Century. 

Congressman  Kanjorski  introduced  the  legislation  with  Congressman 
Wes  Watkins  of  Oklahoma,  a senior  Republican  who  represents  Thorpe's 
birthplace.  Congressman  Kanjorski  said  that  he  thought  having  both  a 
senior  Republican  and  a senior  Democrat  backing  the  bill  increased  the 
likelihood  that  the  resolution  would  be  approved  by  the  House  of 
Representatives . 

106th  CONGRESS  - 1st  Session 
H.  RES.  198 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Expressing  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  Dames 
Francis  Thorpe  should  be  designated  'America's  Athlete  of  the  Century'. 
(Introduced  in  the  House)HRES  198  IH  May  27,  1999 

Mr.  KANDORSKI  (for  himself  and  Mr.  WATKINS)  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Government  Reform 

RESOLUTION 

Expressing  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  Dames 
Francis  Thorpe  should  be  designated  'America's  Athlete  of  the  Century'. 

Whereas  Dames  Francis  Thorpe,  known  as  'Dim  Thorpe' 

Wathahuck-Brightpath,  of  the  Thunder  Clan  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Tribe,  was  born  May  22,  1887,  on  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Reservation, 
Prague,  Oklahoma,  and  died  March  28,  1953,  in  Lomita,  California; 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  began  his  amateur  football  career  as  a student 
at  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  named 
All  American  Half-Back  in  1911  and  1912; 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  represented  the  United  States  at  the  1912  Olympic 
Games  held  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  though  he  did  not  become  a citizen 
of  the  United  States  until  1917; 

Whereas  King  Gustav  V of  Sweden  said,  'You,  Sir,  are  the  greatest 
athlete  in  the  world, ’ when  he  awarded  2 gold  medals  to  Dim  Thorpe 
for  winning  the  pentathlon  and  the  decathlon; 


Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  founded  professional  football,  played  professional 
football  for,  and  later  was  the  first  elected  president  of,  the  American 
Football  Association  (now  the  National  Football  League); 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  played  major  league  baseball  for  20  years  with 
the  New  York  Giants,  the  Cincinnati  Reds,  and  the  Boston  Braves; 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  is  the  only  American  athlete  to  excel  at  the 
amateur  level  and  at  the  professional  level  in  3 major  sports--track 
and  field,  football,  and  baseball; 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  was  named  America's  Greatest  All-Around 
Athlete  in  1950  by  the  Associated  Press  and  in  1977  by  Sport 
Magazine;  and 

Whereas  Dim  Thorpe  has  been  enshrined  in  the  Flelms  Professional 
Football  Flail  of  Fame  and  the  Professional  Football  Flail  of  Fame  in 
Canton,  Ohio: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  United  States  Flouse  of 
Representatives  designates  lames  Francis  Thorpe  'America's 
Athlete  of  the  Century' . 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE:  For  My  Sister"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Aug  1999  09:27:00  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : For  my  sister 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I made  you  a promise  23  years  ago,  sis..  Soon  you  will  be  free  to  go 
home..  We  are  finishing  this  for  you..,  real  soon., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


http : //www.theglobeandmail . com/gam/ I nternational/19990807/UANNIN . html 

A Badlands  trail  of  secrets  and  murder 

The  slaying  of  Canadian  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  'Woman  Warrior 

at  Wounded  Knee,'  has  confounded  police  for  23  years. 

But  the  mystery  soon  may  be  solved. 

ERIN  ANDERSSEN 
The  Globe  and  Mail 
Saturday,  August  7,  1999 

Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  S.D.  --  When  Anna  Mae  Aquash  was  buried,  women 
from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  dug  her  grave  themselves  in  the  March 
cold . 

Fler  body  was  wrapped  in  a traditional  star  quilt  and  a medicine  man 
presided  at  the  funeral.  More  than  100  people  came  in  a snowfall  to  show 
their  respect  for  the  Canadian  Micmac  whose  tombstone  reads,  "Woman 
Warrior  at  Wounded  Knee." 

Twenty-three  years  later,  friends  still  leave  remembrances  at  her  grave 
a broken  cigarette  to  bring  good  will,  a piece  of  sweetgrass,  a turtle 
rattle . 

Ms.  Aquash  grew  up  poor  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  she  became  a powerful  voice 
in  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

She  came  to  Pine  Ridge  to  join  the  AIM  protest  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1973, 


and  stayed  to  fight  for  native  rights  on  this  struggling  reservation  in 
southwestern  South  Dakota. 

Then,  in  Dune  of  1975,  tension  on  the  reservation  peaked  after  two 
federal  agents  came  to  the  town  of  Oglala  to  investigate  a pair  of 
stolen  cowboy  boots.  They  and  one  AIM  member  died  in  a gunfight. 

By  late  summer,  the  AIM  leaders  Ms.  Aquash  knew  best  were  on  the  run. 

And  the  U.S.  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  was  hunting  her,  intent  on 
finding  witnesses  to  the  shooting. 

Backed  by  the  federal  government,  tribal  council  chairman  Richard  Wilson 
had  his  private  police  force  prowling  the  reservation  openly  at  war  with 
anyone  connected  to  AIM. 

Worst  of  all,  people  within  the  movement  were  whispering  questions  about 
Ms.  Aquash's  loyalty.  Some  said  she  was  a snitch. 

Back  in  Shubenacadie,  N.S.,  her  eldest  sister,  Rebecca,  begged  her  to 
come  home.  But,  frightened  as  she  was,  she  refused  to  leave.  Her  friends 
said  she  had  started  predicting  her  own  death.  In  her  last  letter  to 
Rebecca  that  fall,  she  wrote:  "I  know  that  sooner  or  later  I'm  going  to 
be  killed." 

During  the  months  after  the  Dune  killings,  she  tried  to  keep  a low 
profile,  but  she  was  arrested  twice.  She  was  quickly  released  on  bail  -- 
fuelling  the  rumours  about  her  being  an  informant.  In  November,  she  fled 
to  Denver  to  hide  out  at  a friend's  house. 

Three  months  later,  on  Feb.  24,  1976,  Anna  Mae  Aquash's  body  was  found 
at  the  bottom  of  a ravine,  near  a desolate  reservation  highway  on  the 
edge  of  the  Badlands  of  South  Dakota.  She  had  been  shot, 
execution-style,  with  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  pressed  into  the  back  of  her 
neck . 

No  one  has  ever  been  charged  with  her  killing.  After  a botched  autopsy, 
the  FBI  investigation  went  nowhere.  Grand  juries  heard  testimony,  but 
produced  no  indictments. 

While  her  death  made  headlines  in  the  United  States,  it  was  largely 
ignored  in  Canada,  beyond  a few  calls  for  justice  from  the  federal 
government  and  the  odd  query  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

But  in  the  past  few  years,  a new  investigation  has  developed  a shocking 
theory  about  how  --  and  why  --  Ms.  Aquash  died.  The  trail  has  taken 
detectives  from  the  reservation  where  she  died  in  South  Dakota  to  the 
house  in  Denver  where  she  was  hiding,  to  the  doorstep  of  a native 
Canadian  in  Whitehorse  who  is  thought  to  have  information  about  the  case 
and  is  being  watched  by  the  RCMP. 

Investigators  now  believe  that  the  people  who  shot  Ms.  Aquash  came  from 
within  the  very  movement  she  left  her  family  to  join.  They  claim  to  be 
close  to  laying  charges. 

Roger  Amiotte  found  the  rotting  body  of  a woman  on  a mild  February 
afternoon  in  1976.  He  had  gone  out  to  sight  a new  fence  line  for  his 
1,215-hectare  ranch  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  to  stop  his  cattle 
from  drifting  across  the  highway. 

The  body  lay  at  the  bottom  of  a steep  ravine,  30  metres  from  the  road, 
in  the  path  he  had  planned  for  his  new  fence.  She  was  curled  in  the 
snow,  as  though  she  had  fallen  asleep. 

The  woman  was  wearing  blue  jeans,  sneakers  and  a burgundy  jacket.  She 
was  lying  on  her  side  with  her  knees  bent,  near  a curve  in  a dry  creek 
bed.  She  had  a turquoise  bracelet  on  her  left  arm.  Her  hair  covered  her 
face,  but  she  had  been  there  long  enough  that  her  skin  had  turned  grey 
and  animals  had  eaten  at  her  nose  and  right  ear. 

Mr.  Amiotte  never  went  close  enough  to  touch  her.  He  drove  home  and 
called  the  police. 

Two  decades  of  wind  and  rain  have  changed  the  Badlands,  and  Mr.  Amiotte 
can  no  longer  find  the  exact  spot.  He  has  taken  so  many  police 
investigators  and  reporters  out  to  the  site  that  the  story  bores  him. 

He  sat  cross-legged  in  the  wheat  grass  a safe  distance  from  the  cliff, 
dribbled  a line  of  tobacco  into  a sheet  of  rolling  paper  and  waited  to 
give  the  same  answers  to  the  same  old  questions.  "It  don't  take  long  to 
see  a dead  body,"  he  drawled.  "But  you  sure  ain't  expecting  it.  A dead 
cow,  you  can  kind  of  see." 

The  day  after  Mr.  Amiotte' s discovery,  pathologist  W.  0.  Brown 


conducted  an  autopsy  for  the  FBI,  which  is  responsible  for  investigating 
all  suspicious  deaths  on  U.S.  reservations. 

He  concluded  that  the  woman,  whom  no  one  could  identify,  had  died  of 
exposure  seven  to  10  days  earlier. 

There  were  no  signs  of  a violent  death,  he  wrote  in  his  report.  Most 
remarkably,  he  noted  that  her  scalp  and  skull  appeared  normal,  that 
there  was  nothing  unusual  about  her  brain. 

Her  hands  were  cut  off  and  sent  to  the  bureau's  lab  in  Washington  to  see 
if  the  fingerprints  turned  up  a match. 

On  March  2,  the  woman  was  buried  in  a pauper's  grave  in  a Roman  Catholic 
cemetery.  The  next  day,  thanks  to  the  fingerprints,  she  was  identified 
as  30-year-old  Anna  Mae  Aquash. 

Her  friends  and  family  immediately  started  asking  questions. 

Nothing  made  sense. 

Ms.  Aquash  would  never  have  travelled  into  the  Badlands  alone,  they 
said . 

And  if  she  had,  she  had  lived  in  the  cold  long  enough  to  survive  bad 
weather.  There  was  no  alcohol  or  drugs  in  her  system  to  explain  how  she 
could  have  died  of  exposure. 

And  how  was  it  that  no  one  recognized  her  at  the  hospital,  when  one  of 
the  FBI  agents  who  saw  her  body  had  questioned  her  only  a few  months 
before? 

Rumours  of  an  FBI  cover-up  mushroomed  at  Pine  Ridge. 

Few  people  believed  the  argument  that  Ms.  Aquash  had  gone  unidentified 
because  of  decomposition,  and  there  was  talk  that  federal  agents  had 
killed  the  AIM  activist  to  set  an  example,  then  chopped  off  her  hands  to 
scare  others. 

Others  --  including  the  FBI  --  spoke  of  another  motive,  suggesting  that 
she  may  have  been  killed  by  AIM  supporters  because  of  suspicions  that 
she  had  snitched  to  federal  agents. 

Her  family  pushed  for  an  exhumation  and  on  March  11,  a second  autopsy 
was  performed  by  Dr.  Gary  Peterson,  an  independent  pathologist. 

It  took  minutes  for  him  to  discover  a .32-calibre  bullet  lodged  in  her 
left  cheekbone.  The  bullet  had  tracked  through  her  brain  and  lodged  in 
her  cheek. 

It  seemed  incredible  that  it  had  been  missed;  hospital  staff  told  the 
FBI  that  they  had  noticed  dried  blood  on  the  back  of  Ms.  Aquash' s neck 
and  even  felt  a wound  when  she  was  brought  in  by  the  ambulance.  They 
assumed  that  the  coroner  would  find  it.  Dr.  Brown  said  later  that  he  had 
"inadvertently  overlooked"  the  bullet  wound. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  home  of  the  Oglala  Sioux,  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  South  Dakota,  a land  of  clay  hills  and  hailstorms  fierce  enough  to 
spider-crack  car  windshields.  It  borders  on  the  Rosebud  Indian 
Reservation,  and  they  are  both  a collection  of  small,  struggling  towns 
divided  by  stretches  of  empty  highway.  People  are  poor  and  many  live  in 
run-down  trailers. 

The  roads  are  lined  with  state  signs  that  ask  "Why  Die?"  and  mark  the 
spot  of  fatal  car  accidents.  Nothing  brands  the  land  clearly  as  a 
reservation,  except  the  Sioux-language  stop  signs  in  the  town  of  Pine 
Ridge,  which  read  Inajin. 

In  1973,  a group  of  traditionalists  on  the  reservation  appealed  to  the 
leaders  of  AIM  for  help.  They  were  trying  to  impeach  Richard  Wilson,  the 
new  tribal  chairman,  who  amid  charges  of  nepotism  and  vote  buying  had 
failed  to  hold  public  council  meetings  and  done  nothing  to  stop  ongoing 
uranium  leases  for  white  companies  on  reservation  land. 

Stridently  anti-AIM,  Mr.  Wilson  had  used  government  funds  to  create  a 
private  police  force  on  the  reserve,  dubbed  the  "goon  squad"  by  many 
residents  because  of  its  brutality.  The  force  appropriated  the  name  as 
an  acronym  for  "Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation."  In  the  war  against  AIM, 
the  GOONs  were  the  tribal  chairman's  army.  Drive-by  shootings  became 
common  and  scores  of  Indians  were  estimated  to  have  been  killed  from 
1973  to  1975. 

On  Feb.  27,  1973,  after  attempts  to  impeach  Mr.  Wilson  had  failed,  a 
large  group  of  angry  Sioux  and  AIM  leaders  assembled  a caravan  of  cars 
and  drove  out  to  the  small  reservation  town  of  Wounded  Knee.  It  was  a 


symbolic  decision:  In  1890,  a calvary  troop  had  opened  fire  on  a Sioux 
encampment  at  the  site  and  massacred  an  estimated  350  men,  women  and 
children . 

This  time,  the  Indians  seized  a white-owned  trading  post  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  church.  FBI  agents  and  U.S.  Marshals  swarmed  to  the  scene  and 
set  up  roadblocks  to  cut  off  access.  They  were  equipped  with 
high-powered  rifles,  helicopters  and  tanks  for  bunkers.  The  protesters 
refused  to  leave,  and  the  standoff  soon  became  a symbol  of  native 
resistance. 

Watching  the  news  in  Boston,  a young  Canadian  Micmac  named  Anna  Mae 
Pictou  was  captivated.  How  could  she  not  get  involved  in  something  that 
might  make  a better  future  for  her  two  daughters,  then  still  toddlers? 
she  would  later  tell  her  friends. 

March  10,  1973,  was  her  last  day  on  the  assembly  line  of  the  General 
Motors  plant  in  Framingham,  Mass.  She  left  her  daughters  in  a sister's 
care  in  Boston,  and  with  her  boyfriend,  Nogeeshik  Aquash,  a Chippewa 
from  Ontario,  drove  to  South  Dakota.  Carrying  food  and  supplies,  they 
slipped  past  the  police  barricades  and  joined  the  AIM  protest  at  Wounded 
Knee . 

Life  for  the  protesters  was  hard;  not  planning  to  stay  long,  they  had 
brought  little  with  them. 

Scarcity  was  nothing  new  to  Ms.  Aquash,  who  was  born  on  March  27,  1945, 
and  grew  up  poor  on  the  Pictou  Landing  reserve  near  the  Northumberland 
Strait.  Living  in  a rickety  house  without  plumbing  or  electricity,  she 
had  learned  early  to  lug  water  and  chop  wood,  and  to  get  by  on  potatoes 
at  dinner. 

She  was  always  the  last  to  get  sick  among  her  three  siblings,  and  though 
she  never  stood  taller  than  5-foot-2,  she  was  tough  enough  to  win  fights 
with  the  boys  at  school. 

She  dropped  out  of  school  before  finishing  Grade  9,  and  joined  the 
annual  summer  migration  from  the  reserve  to  pick  blueberries  in  Maine. 
>From  there,  she  travelled  with  another  Micmac  named  lake  Maloney  to 
Boston.  The  couple  had  two  daughters,  and  eventually  married,  but  it 
didn't  work  out. 

Three  years  later,  she  fell  in  with  the  city's  native  activists, 
including  Nogeeshik  Aquash.  She  helped  to  form  the  Boston  Indian 
Council,  which  planned  the  protest  on  the  Mayflower  II  on  Thanksgiving 
Day  in  1970.  By  the  time  AIM  moved  into  Wounded  Knee  on  Feb.  27,  1973, 
it  only  made  sense  that  she  would  go. 

In  South  Dakota,  she  quickly  became  known  for  her  organizing  skills 
and  her  passionate  idealism;  on  several  occasions,  she  slipped  by  the 
federal  agents  and  sneaked  fresh  supplies  into  the  encampment.  She  was 
outspoken  and  intelligent,  keen  to  talk  of  treaties  while  the  other 
women  spent  their  time  rolling  cigarettes  for  the  men.  Days  after 
arriving  at  Wounded  Knee,  she  and  Mr.  Aquash  were  married  in  a 
traditional  native  ceremony. 

The  standoff  ended  after  71  days,  with  two  native  men  killed  by 
government  gunfire  and  several  others  wounded;  the  people  who  remained 
inside  Wounded  Knee  were  arrested. 

In  the  most  high-profile  case,  AIM  leaders  Dennis  Banks  and  Russell 
Means  were  acquitted  on  several  charges  of  conspiracy  and  assault.  Ms. 
Aquash,  who  had  left  before  the  protest  ended,  faced  a minor  charge  for 
violating  reservation  law.  In  1973,  the  Aquashes  travelled  to  Ottawa  and 
the  next  year,  she  helped  to  organize  a native  fashion  show  staged  at 
the  National  Arts  Centre. 

Ms.  Aquash  was  soon  back  in  the  States,  working  with  the  Wounded  Knee 
Legal  Defence  Committee  and  organizing  fundraisers  for  AIM.  Her  marriage 
had  fallen  apart. 

She  spent  time  teaching  native  students  at  the  Red  Schoolhouse  in  St. 
Paul-Minneapolis . She  talked  about  recording  a true  history  of  the 
American  Indian,  work  she  never  completed.  She  was  sent  to  California  in 

1974  to  raise  money  in  the  AIM  Los  Angeles  office. 

By  the  time  she  returned  later  that  year  to  Pine  Ridge  --  where  the 

violence  continued  between  the  goon  squads  and  AIM  supporters  --  she  was 

a prominent  force  in  the  movement  and  greatly  admired  by  the  women  on 


the  reservation. 

By  then,  she  had  given  up  drinking  and  she  did  not  take  drugs. 

Ms.  Aquash  joined  the  women's  quilting  bees  and  encouraged  them  to 
discuss  the  politics  behind  the  movement,  rather  than  simply  follow 
their  men.  She  organized  clothing  swaps  so  that  mothers  could  dress 
their  children  in  the  right  sizes,  and  fussed  that  families  were  not 
eating  properly. 

Amid  the  violence  that  dominated  the  reservation,  Ms.  Aquash  was  a 
dreamer.  She  believed  that  her  work  in  AIM  was  forcing  white  society  to 
recognize  the  poverty  on  the  country's  reservations;  she  was  often 
chosen  to  seek  donations  from  charities  and  Hollywood  types. 

If  asked,  she  would  say  the  secret  to  saving  her  people  lay  in  educating 
the  children. 

"She  saw  the  big  picture,"  said  Melvin  Lee,  who  had  become  friends  with 
Ms.  Aquash  during  the  Wounded  Knee  standoff.  "She  had  the  power  of 
reasoning.  And  she  didn't  try  to  be  a star." 

On  lune  26,  1975,  FBI  agents  Ray  Williams  and  lack  Coler  arrived  at  the 
AIM  encampment  at  Harry  lumping  Bull's  property  near  Oglala,  asking  for 
a young  man  named  limmy  Eagle.  They  wanted  to  question  him  about  a pair 
of  cowboy  boots  taken  from  a white  farmhand  during  a drunken  brawl  three 
days  earlier.  A gunfight  broke  out.  Six  hours  later,  the  two  agents  and 
loe  Stuntz,  a 24-year-old  native  man,  were  dead. 

The  FBI  needed  information,  someone  they  might  persuade  to  talk.  Among 
the  list  of  potential  witnesses,  they  produced  Anna  Mae  Aquash's  name. 

Ms.  Aquash  was  not  on  the  reservation  that  morning;  she  was  in  Ohio 
giving  a fundraising  speech.  But  she  quickly  learned  that  the  FBI  was 
looking  for  her  and,  like  many  other  AIM  activists  that  summer,  she  laid 
low,  often  staying  with  friends. 

On  Sept.  5,  Ms.  Aquash  was  sleeping  in  a tent  on  the  Rosebud 
Reservation,  on  property  belonging  to  an  AIM  supporter,  when  federal 
agents  arrived  at  dawn.  She  heard  men  shouting  and  crawled  out  in  her 
bare  feet. 

When  the  agents  saw  her,  they  announced  that  they  had  been  looking  for 
her.  Stumbling  upon  Ms.  Aquash  was  a bonus.  They  had  come  to  Rosebud  to 
execute  a search  warrant  for  illegal  explosives. 

Standing  with  the  other  women  while  a helicopter  flew  overhead,  Ms. 
Aquash  watched  them  rifle  through  the  cars  and  heard  them  crash  around 
inside  the  main  house.  In  the  tent  where  she  had  been  sleeping,  the  FBI 
found  hand  grenades,  dynamite  and  a sawed-off  shotgun.  She  was 
handcuffed,  arrested  for  possessing  a gun  without  a serial  number  and 
taken  in  for  questioning. 

The  FBI  wanted  to  quiz  her  about  the  two  dead  agents.  They  threatened 
to  deport  her  to  Canada,  she  said  later,  and  promised  her  a deal  if  she 
co-operated.  Ms.  Aquash  told  them  that  she  hadn't  even  been  in  South 
Dakota  the  day  of  the  shootings. 

They  started  listing  names  to  her,  including  Dennis  Banks  and  Leonard 
Peltier.  Did  she  know  these  men?  they  asked.  She  refused  to  answer.  She 
put  her  head  down  on  the  table.  "You  can  either  shoot  me  or  throw  me  in 
jail,"  she  said,  "as  those  are  the  two  choices  I am  taking." 

Ms.  Aquash  was  released,  pending  a trial  in  the  state  capital  of  Pierre 
on  the  weapons  charge.  But  a month  later,  on  Nov.  14,  she  was  arrested 
again  while  travelling  through  Oregon  with  a group  of  AIM  activists  -- 
including  Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Peltier  --  in  a motor  home  belonging  to 
actor  Marlon  Brando. 

State  police  stopped  the  vehicle  on  a tip  from  the  FBI.  When  the  women 
were  ordered  to  lie  face  down  on  the  highway,  one  of  the  men  fired  shots 
at  the  officer,  and  Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Peltier  escaped.  Ms.  Aquash  and 
four  others  were  arrested  and  charged  with  transporting  illegal 
explosives  across  state  lines.  (Mr.  Peltier  eventually  made  his  way  to 
Canada;  two  weeks  before  Ms.  Aquash  was  found  dead,  he  was  arrested  in 
Alberta  for  shooting  the  FBI  agents  in  Oglala.  He  is  serving  two  life 
sentences  in  Kansas.) 

In  a letter  to  her  sister  dated  Nov.  19,  1975,  and  written  from  jail, 
Ms.  Aquash  said:  "They're  sending  me  back  to  Pierre  and  I know  I'll  be 
sent  up.  South  Dakota  is  a very  racist  state.  My  efforts  to  raise  the 


consciousness  of  whites  that  are  so  against  Indians  was  bound  to  be 
stopped  by  the  FBI.  But  no  sweat.  I'm  Indian  all  the  way  and  I'm  not 
going  to  stop  fighting  until  I die." 

Ms.  Aquash  was  taken  in  shackles  back  to  South  Dakota  to  appear  in 
court  for  the  weapons  charge  stemming  from  the  Rosebud  raid.  Her  trial 
was  adjourned  until  the  next  day,  and  she  was  released  into  the  custody 
of  her  lawyer.  Some  time  during  the  night,  on  Nov.  24,  she  walked  out  of 
the  St.  Charles  Hotel.  A female  friend  picked  her  up  and  drove  her  to 
Colorado. 

After  her  body  was  discovered,  the  FBI  claimed  to  commit  the  resources 
of  16  offices  and  more  than  175  special  agents,  who  interviewed  200 
people . 

In  May  of  1976,  when  the  Canadian  government  requested  an  inquiry  into 
her  death,  the  FBI  forwarded  what  amounted  to  a two-page  press  release 
detailing  their  efforts. 

"We  were  sincerely  looking  to  solve  this  case,"  said  Norman  Zigrossi, 
who  headed  the  investigation  for  the  FBI.  "Of  course,  at  the  time,  we 
were  being  accused  of  murdering  Anna  Mae.  [The  first  autopsy]  really 
made  us  look  bad . " 

The  FBI  was  in  no  position  to  win  the  trust  of  Indians.  People  on  the 
reservation  refused  to  co-operate;  if  an  agent  produced  a nickname,  no 
one  would  provide  him  with  the  person's  real  name.  A grand  jury  heard 
testimony  that  spring,  but  the  investigation  died  quietly. 

In  1994,  a newly  appointed  U.S.  Marshal  named  Bob  Ecoffey  approached 
his  supervisors  about  the  unsolved  homicide  and  received  permission  to 
officially  reopen  the  investigation. 

He  had  grown  up  on  Pine  Ridge;  he  was  a senior  in  high  school  when  AIM 
followers  protested  at  Wounded  Knee.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  violence 
back  then,  though  at  least,  he  said,  "AIM  made  us  proud  to  be  Indians." 

AIM  activists  tend  to  associate  him  with  the  GOONs:  he  was  friendly 
with  FBI  agents,  was  an  officer  with  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Indians  and 
eventually  married  Richard  Wilson's  niece. 

But  while  his  motives  are  questioned,  Mr.  Ecoffey  --  the  first  native 
American  to  become  a marshal  --  said  he  believes  that  he  was  destined  to 
solve  the  Aquash  case. 

It  is  hard  to  explain  to  someone  who  is  not  a native,  said  the 
barrel-chested  man  with  a braided  ponytail.  But  he  offered  the  story 
anyway: 

Two  decades  ago,  while  working  the  night  shift  in  the  Pine  Ridge  jail, 
he  heard  a woman  crying  on  the  intercom  from  a cell  downstairs.  There 
was  no  one  there,  but  the  sound  had  been  so  clear  and  sharp  that  it 
haunted  him  and  he  appealed  to  a medicine  man  for  an  explanation. 

He  said  he  was  told  that  one  day  he  would  be  in  a position  to  help  a 
woman  who  was  terribly  wronged.  He  believes  that  woman  is  Anna  Mae 
Aquash . 

When  he  became  a marshal,  Mr.  Ecoffey  was  friendly  with  enough  people  on 
the  reservation  to  piece  together  a theory  about  the  Aquash  case;  he  had 
sources  an  outsider  could  never  reach. 

People  have  not  forgotten  her,  he  said.  "There  has  been  some  healing  in 
Pine  Ridge,  and  they  want  something  done." 

By  1995,  the  case  focused  on  three  people:  two  men  and  a woman.  But  it 
was  complicated  by  jurisdictional  problems,  and  so  much  time  had  passed 
that  witnesses  had  forgotten  details  or  had  died. 

Another  grand  jury  heard  testimony,  but  again  no  charges  were  laid. 

hat  same  year,  Mr.  Ecoffey  met  with  Abe  Alonzo,  a Denver  detective 
with  29  years  of  experience  who  works  in  the  intelligence  section  of  the 
city's  police  force,  protecting  presidents  and  monitoring  extremists. 

The  story  of  Ms.  Aquash  captivated  Det.  Alonzo  and  he  is  bent  on  seeing 
her  killers  in  court  before  he  retires.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Ecoffey  left 
the  U.S.  Marshal's  Office  in  1996,  the  Denver  detective  took  over  the 
case . 

Working  with  the  district  attorney's  office,  he  hopes  to  lay  charges  at 
the  state  level,  stemming  from  the  theory  that  Ms.  Aquash  was  kidnapped 
from  Denver  and  taken  by  force  to  die  in  South  Dakota.  He  talks  about 
pursuing  indictments  with  a grand  jury  as  early  as  this  fall. 


Early  one  evening,  in  the  second  week  of  December,  police  believe  that 
three  people  knocked  on  the  first  door  of  a one-storey  brick  triplex  at 
4494  Pecos  St.  in  Denver.  They  were  looking  for  Ms.  Aquash  to  take  her 
to  Rapid  City,  S.D. 

The  apartment,  in  a housing  project  in  a Hispanic  neighbourhood,  was 
rented  to  Troy  Lynn  Yellow  Wood.  Ms.  Aquash  had  been  hiding  there  for 
several  weeks,  Ms.  Yellow  Wood  said. 

At  least  one  witness  has  told  investigators  that  Ms.  Aquash  would  hide 
in  the  crawl  space  in  the  ceiling  when  strangers  came  to  the  door. 

"She  was  afraid  of  everybody,"  Ms.  Yellow  Wood  agreed.  "She  was  afraid 
of  the  police.  She  was  afraid  of  feds.  She  was  afraid  of  some  Indian 
people.  She  was  paranoid.  But  she  wasn't  the  only  one.  Sometimes  I felt 
like  I was  her  only  friend.  Everyone  wanted  to  believe  the  worst." 

At  least  one  of  the  people  arriving  that  night  in  December  was  someone 
Ms.  Aquash  knew  through  AIM.  Ms.  Yellow  Wood  said  they  made  it  clear 
that  Ms.  Aquash  was  being  ordered  back  to  South  Dakota.  "She  was  unhappy 
about  going,"  she  said.  "She  did  not  want  to  go.  But  she  also  wanted  to 
get  things  straightened  up.  She  was  tired  of  people  making  statements 
about  her." 

The  three  people  left  with  Ms.  Aquash  after  dark.  When  Ms.  Yellow  Wood 
tried  to  talk  them  out  of  taking  her,  Ms.  Aquash  said  she  would  go,  so 
she  wouldn't  make  trouble  for  her.  "I  think  she  had  little  choice,"  Ms. 
Yellow  Wood  said.  "But  she  walked  out  on  her  own." 

The  police  believe  that  she  was  then  taken  back  to  Rapid  City  and  to 
the  office  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Legal  Defence  Committee,  where  she  was 
interrogated  about  being  an  informant. 

The  police  now  suspect  that  Ms.  Aquash  was  taken  to  a vacant  apartment 
on  the  north  end  of  Rapid  City  that  was  rented  by  an  AIM  member  who  had 
yet  to  move  in.  Some  time  within  the  following  48  hours,  it  is  believed 
that  she  was  driven  out  to  the  Badlands  by  the  same  people  who  took  her 
from  Denver,  and  shot  with  her  back  turned,  at  point-blank  range. 

In  a strange  twist,  the  case  has  led  investigators  to  another  Canadian 
native,  who  was  involved  with  AIM  in  Denver  the  year  Ms.  Aquash  was 
killed . 

That  man  now  lives  with  his  wife  and  children  on  the  Kwanlin  Dun  First 
Nation  on  a hill  near  Whitehorse.  He  is  in  his  40s,  a wiry,  compact  man 
with  a hard  face  who  wears  his  hair  long  and  his  mustache  like  a 
horseshoe . 

But  in  1975,  he  was  a young  warrior  within  AIM,  and  police  believe  that 
he  has  information  connected  to  the  killing  of  Ms.  Aquash.  Eight  months 
ago,  the  RCMP  received  a call  from  Det.  Alonzo,  who  was  seeking  their 
help  in  finding  him. 

The  man  refuses  to  discuss  the  case,  and  responded  with  suspicion  to 
questions  about  AIM.  "I  want  to  know  who  sent  you,"  he  demanded. 

"I'm  not  going  to  talk  to  you,"  he  said  repeatedly,  and  finally  slammed 
the  door. 

Investigators  into  Ms.  Aquash 's  killing  claim  to  be  closing  in,  but  the 
strength  of  the  case  remains  unclear. 

Witnesses  are  said  to  be  inconsistent  on  certain  details.  Sources  say 
one  of  the  men  believed  to  have  been  present  at  the  shooting  was  granted 
immunity  from  prosecution  by  federal  authorities  in  exchange  for  his 
testimony  --  but  it  is  not  expected  to  be  enough,  on  its  own,  to  obtain 
indictments . 

There  seems  to  be  little  physical  evidence  linking  the  suspects  to  the 
killing.  The  FBI  uncovered  nothing  when  they  returned  to  the  crime  scene 
with  a metal  detector  in  March  of  1976. 

One  of  the  FBI  Polaroids  of  Ms.  Aquash's  body  appears  to  show  the  faint 
marks  of  a rope  on  her  wrist,  below  her  bracelet  and  where  her  hands 
were  severed  before  the  second  autopsy.  But  the  picture  is  inconclusive, 
and  the  marks  went  unnoticed  by  both  pathologists. 

Mr.  Ecoffey,  now  the  superintendent  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
Pine  Ridge,  acknowledged:  "It's  one  thing  to  know  who  did  it.  Proving  it 
is  a different  level." 

The  story  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash  still  lingers  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation,  though  much  has  changed. 


Former  GOONs  and  AIM  supporters  march  together  these  days,  protesting 
against  a strip  of  beer  stores  built  on  the  Nebraska  boundary  of  the 
reservation,  which  has  banned  alcohol. 

At  a recent  march,  Mr.  Ecoffey  carried  a sign  that  said,  "Justice  for 
Anna  Mae. " 

"She  would  have  been  right  here  with  us,"  said  AIM  activist  Tom  Poor 
Bear,  who  organized  the  marches.  "We've  always  looked  at  the  women  as 
the  backbone  of  our  nation.  She  was  a symbol  of  their  strength.  She  hung 
in  with  the  warriors.  She  was  ready  to  die  like  the  men." 

Cause  of  death:  Two  autopsies,  two  findings 

THE  FIRST  AUTOPSY 

Performed  by:  FBI  pathologist  W.  0.  Brown  on  Feb.  25,  1976,  the  day 
after  the  body  was  discovered. 

Time  of  death:  Dr.  Brown  determined  that  the  woman,  who  could  not  be 
identified,  had  been  dead  between  seven  and  10  days. 

Specific  findings:  He  found  evidence  of  frostbite  on  her  nose,  finger 
and  toes,  and  signs  that  the  body  had  begun  to  decompose.  The  scalp  and 
skull  appeared  "normal"  and  there  was  nothing  in  her  brain  to  suggest  a 
violent  death.  There  was  no  alcohol  or  drugs  in  her  system.  Her  hands 
were  cut  off  to  try  to  identify  the  body  through  the  fingerprints. 

Cause  of  death:  Exposure.  (When  later  told  by  the  FBI  that  he  had 
overlooked  a bullet  in  her  head.  Dr.  Brown  replied:  "I  sure  missed  that 
one,  didn't  I?" 

THE  SECOND  AUTOPSY 

Performed  by:  Independent  Minnesota  pathologist  Gary  Peterson  on  March 
11,  1976,  after  the  body,  now  identified  as  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  was 
exhumed . 

Time  of  death:  No  specific  determination,  although  Dr.  Peterson  suggests 
now  that  she  was  dead  for  at  least  two  to  three  weeks,  and  could  have 
been  lying  in  the  ravine  as  far  back  as  December. 

Specific  findings:  Almost  immediately.  Dr.  Peterson  noticed  a hard, 
reddish  bruise  in  her  left  cheek,  from  which  a .32-calibre  bullet  was 
removed.  At  the  base  of  the  back  of  her  neck,  he  discovered  a small 
gunshot  entrance  wound. 

Cause  of  death:  A gunshot  wound. 

Motives:  Three  theories  on  who  targeted  Anna  Mae 
1.  AIM 

At  the  time  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash 's  death,  it  was  widely  rumoured  within 
the  American  Indian  Movement  that  she  was  a snitch  for  the  FBI,  although 
there  had  never  been  any  evidence  that  the  rumour  was  true.  (On  the  day 
of  the  second  autopsy,  the  FBI  even  put  out  a press  release  denying  that 
she  had  been  an  informant.) 

People  were  willing  to  believe  the  accusation  for  several  reasons: 

Ms.  Aquash  was  a foreigner,  which  raised  questions  about  her  motivation. 
People  wondered  why  she  was  repeatedly  released  after  encounters  with 
the  FBI  when  others  remained  in  custody. 

At  the  AIM  office  in  Los  Angeles  in  1974,  she  had  worked  briefly  with 
Douglas  Durham,  who  had  recently  been  discovered  to  be  a true  FBI 
informant.  Although  friends  of  Ms.  Aquash  emphasize  that  she  did  not 
like  Mr.  Durham,  people  noted  that  they  both  had  developed  a close 
relationship  with  AIM  leader  Dennis  Banks. 

The  case  against  her  was  all  circumstantial,  but  people  in  AIM  were 
extremely  paranoid  in  last  half  of  1975,  after  the  agents  were  shot. 

As  a snitch,  Ms.  Aquash  would  have  been  extremely  dangerous  to  AIM. 

Her  close  relationship  with  the  organization's  leadership  meant  that  she 


knew  key  information  about  the  Oglala  shootout,  and  other  AIM 
activities . 

2.  THE  FBI 

The  shooting  of  the  agents  at  Oglala  spiked  tensions  on  the  reservation. 
When  Ms.  Aquash  was  found  dead,  the  prevailing  theory  among  AIM 
supporters  was  that  she  had  been  killed  by  federal  agents  as  an  act  of 
revenge,  or  to  disrupt  the  organization. 

The  natives  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  were  not  the  only  ones 
questioning  the  actions  of  the  FBI.  After  the  death  of  Ms.  Aquash,  the 
U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  criticized  the  bureau  for  its  work  on 
the  reservation  and  called  on  the  U.S.  attorney-general  to  investigate, 
though  with  little  effect. 

3.  THE  GOON  SQUAD 

The  private  police  force  --  which  took  the  name  "Guardians  of  the  Oglala 
Nation"  and  was  controlled  by  Pine  Ridge  tribal  chairman  Richard  Wilson 
--  was  openly  at  war  with  AIM  supporters.  Scores  of  Indians  were 
estimated  to  have  been  killed  by  the  force  from  1973  to  1975. 

Ms.  Aquash,  a foreigner  who  moved  in  and  out  of  the  Pine  Ridge,  would 
have  been  an  obvious  target. 

ON  THE  TRAIL  OF  A MYSTERIOUS  DEATH 

Feb.  27,  1973 

A group  of  Sioux  and  members  of  AIM  begin  a standoff  at  Wounded  Knee, 
the  site  of  a massacre  of  Indians  in  1890. 

March  10,  1973 

Anna  Mae  Aquash,  inspired  by  the  standoff,  quits  her  job  near  Boston  to 
join  the  protest.  She  quickly  becomes  a key  activist  and  strategist. 

May  8,  1973 

The  standoff  ends  with  two  native  men  killed  by  government  gunfire  and 
several  wounded.  AIM  leaders  Dennis  Banks  and  Russell  Means  are 
arrested,  then  acquitted  of  charges  stemming  from  the  standoff. 

Dune  26,  1975 

Two  FBI  agents,  investigating  a minor  theft,  are  killed  in  a shootout 
near  Oglala.  A native  is  killed  as  well. 

Summer,  1975 

The  FBI  becomes  interested  in  Ms.  Aquash  and  information  she  might  have 
about  the  shooting  and  about  AIM  activists  Leonard  Peltier  and  Dennis 
Banks.  Rumours  start  within  AIM  that  Ms.  Aquash  may  be  an  FBI  informant. 

Sept.  5,  1975 

FBI  agents,  investigating  the  deaths,  conduct  a raid  on  the  Rosebud 
Reservation  and  arrest  Ms.  Aquash  on  weapons  charges. 

Nov.  14,  1975 

A month  after  her  release,  she  is  arrested  again  and  charged  with 
transporting  explosives. 

Nov.  24,  1975 

Ms.  Aquash  skips  bail  in  Pierre,  S.D.  She  is  picked  up  by  a female 
friend  who  drives  her  to  Denver,  Colo. 

Early  December,  1975 

Police  believe  Ms.  Aquash  was  abducted  from  a friend's  house  in  Denver 
and  taken  back  to  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  where  she  was  questioned  about  being 
an  FBI  informant.  Police  say  sometime  in  the  following  few  days  she  was 
driven  to  a desolate  area  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  and  shot, 
execution-style . 


Feb.  24,  1976 

Anna  May  Aquash's  body  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  a ravine. 
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Tribe  still  has  wounds 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
7/27/99 

Lawsuits  could  make  a smooth  transition  of  power  bumpy  for  the  TAHLEQUAH 

The  Cherokee  Nation  is  getting  a new  chief  and  its  election  process 
received  high  reviews,  but  there  are  still  trying  times  ahead  for 
America's  second-largest  Indian  tribe. 

Court  lawsuits  are  pending  against  the  incoming  chief,  the  outgoing 
chief  and  other  present  and  former  tribal  officials  in  federal  courts  in 
Tulsa  and  Muskogee,  state  court  in  Tahlequah  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  court 
system . 

In  Saturday's  tribal  election,  attorney  Chad  Smith  defeated  Chief  3oe 
Byrd  and  hope  was  expressed  for  the  tribe's  wounds  to  heal. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  February  1997  when  Byrd's  own 
marshal  service  raided  his  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of 
allegations  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  fired  the  marshal  service  and  then  refused  to  acknowledge  contempt 
charges  brought  against  him  in  the  tribe's  court  system.  A tribal  supreme 
court  justice  had  signed  the  search  warrant  for  the  raid. 

The  15-member  tribal  council  has  been  split  with  six  anti-Byrd 
councilors  boycotting  meetings  and  forcing  the  lack  of  a quorum.  The 
council  to  be  sworn  into  office  Aug.  14  will  have  eight  new  members. 

The  Atlanta-based  Carter  Center,  which  monitored  Saturday's  Cherokee 
Nation  election,  said  it  was  "conducted  up  to  the  highest  standards  with  a 
few  flaws  which  in  our  judgment  had  no  impact  on  the  outcome." 

In  addition  to  electing  a chief,  tribal  members  named  a new  deputy  chief, 
Hastings  Shade,  and  two  council  members. 

The  center,  which  also  observed  the  tribe's  May  primary,  said  tribal 
election  officials  showed  no  political  bias  and  only  one  voting  machine 
malfunction . 

In  addition  to  absentee  balloting,  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  32  voting 
precincts.  The  election  was  handled  by  Automated  Election  Services  of 
Albuquerque. 

The  Carter  Center,  which  had  an  11-member  team  in  Oklahoma,  has 
monitored  elections  in  16  foreign  countries  and  twice  organized 
international  groups  to  observe  elections  in  the  state  of  Georgia. 

The  200,000-member  tribe  has  an  estimated  150,000  eligible  voters,  but 
only  around  26,000  are  registered.  The  center  called  on  Cherokee  officials 
to  increase  the  registration . 

The  Carter  Center  ended  its  preliminary  statement  by  saying: 

"When  the  Carter  Center  was  invited  to  observe  these  elections,  one  of 
the  factors  that  figured  in  the  decision  . . . was  the  sentiment  within 
the  Cherokee  Nation  that  a free  and  fair  election  could  contribute  to  the 
process  of  healing.  Hopefully,  that  process  will  now  begin." 
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Adopt-A-Grandparent  Program  in  S.D. 

.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  CHET  BROKAW 
7/27/99 

WAKPAMNI,  S.D.  (AP)  - Emily  Has  No  Horse  struggles  to  make  ends  meet  with 
her  $513-a-month  Social  Security  check  and  the  few  dollars  she  earns 
sewing  clothes. 

Yet  the  80-year-old  widow's  income  doesn't  provide  enough  for  her 
family's  needs  in  this  small  village  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation, 
part  of  a county  that  has  been  labeled  the  nation's  poorest. 

That's  where  the  Adopt-A-Grandparent  Program  comes  in.  Mrs.  Has  No  Horse 
and  other  elderly  Oglala  Sioux  have  received  money,  clothing  and  other 
supplies  from  across  the  nation  from  people  who  have  chosen  to  become 
their  adopted  grandchildren. 

"When  the  program  came  on,  it  really  helped  a lot  of  us.  I know  it 
really  helped  me,"  she  says.  "That's  the  only  help  we  do  get  from  the 
outside  world . " 

The  outside  world  often  seems  a long  way  from  the  sprawling,  5,000-acre 
reservation  in  southern  South  Dakota.  Wounded  Knee  is  here.  So  are  the 
Badlands.  Diabetes,  alcohol  and  traffic  accidents  are  prolific  killers  in 
this  windswept  region  where  summers  are  hot  and  the  winters  savagely  cold. 

President  Clinton  called  attention  to  the  reservation's  75  percent 
unemployment  rate  and  lack  of  adequate  housing  during  his  visit  earlier 
this  month,  the  first  by  a president  to  Indian  country  in  60  years. 

Shannon  County,  which  includes  the  Pine  Ridge,  was  the  nation's  most 
impoverished,  according  to  1994  Census  Bureau  data;  a more  recent  report 
said  57  percent  of  the  reservation's  children  lived  in  poverty  in  1995. 

The  Adopt-A-Grandparent  Program  was  started  in  1987  by  a freelance 
photojournalist , Gail  Russell,  who  had  visited  the  reservation  while  on 
assignment  for  a magazine. 

"I  was  appalled,"  says  Russell,  who  lives  in  Taos,  N.M.  "I  had  no  idea 
that  living  conditions  were  like  that." 

During  one  visit,  she  learned  that  three  elderly  people  had  recently 
frozen  to  death,  and  Russell  discussed  the  problem  with  Nellie  Red  Owl, 
who  has  since  died. 

"I  was  nagged  into  it  by  a 73-year-old  grandma,"  Russell  says.  "One  time 
as  I was  leaving,  she  said:  'Don't  you  think  somebody  down  your  way  would 
like  to  adopt  a grandparent?" ' 

Today,  about  350  members  from  around  the  nation  and  abroad  provide  aid 
and  letters  to  some  230  elderly  reservation  residents  as  part  of  the 
program.  In  exchange,  sponsors  get  a chance  to  make  a new  friend  and  learn 
about  the  culture,  tradition  and  history  of  the  Oglala  Sioux. 

"I  know  everybody  in  her  family,"  says  Barbara  Whitestone  of  Glen  Ellen, 
Calif.,  who  sponsors  Mrs.  Has  No  Horse  and  visits  her  adoptive  grandmother 
almost  every  year.  "It's  an  amazing  experience." 

Last  year  the  nonprofit  program  spent  $83,000  for  salaries,  rent  and 
other  operating  expenses.  Another  $63,000  paid  for  propane,  wood, 
electrical  bills  and  groceries  for  elders  who  needed  quick  help. 

Members  also  sent  an  estimated  $125,000  worth  of  clothes,  food  and  other 
items  directly  to  their  adopted  grandparents,  Russell  says.  Cash  is 
usually  sent  directly  to  a store  or  utility  company. 

Sponsors  can  choose  to  adopt  grandparents  from  a list. 

Sue  Gerome,  a school  counselor  in  Guilderland,  N.Y.,  has  enlisted  the 
help  of  students  and  staff  at  the  Northeast  Parent  and  Child  Society  Grout 
Park  School  to  support  Pine  Ridge  elders. 


The  students  have  held  bake  sales,  sold  flowers  and  put  on  a talent  show 
to  raise  money.  "For  the  students,  they  are  learning  a lot  of  history  and 
culture,  that  there  are  people  in  this  country  who  need  their  help," 

Gerome  says. 

Gerome  recently  sent  flannel  sheets  to  elderly  people  in  the  Wakpamni 
community  to  help  them  stay  warm  in  the  winter.  One  woman  cried  because 
she  had  never  before  had  new  sheets. 

"It  can  be  discouraging.  You  can  feel  like  you  could  spend  every  dime 
you  had  within  that  community  for  many  years  and  it  wouldn't  make  a dent," 
Gerome  says. 

"I'm  hoping  over  time  through  our  school  we  can  raise  the  standard  of 
living  in  that  community,"  she  says. 

Russell  says  she  often  makes  the  12-hour  drive  from  her  home  in  Taos  to 
deliver  food  and  other  supplies  to  the  reservation.  And  she  organizes  a 
get-together  for  grandparents  and  sponsors  during  the  Oglala  Sioux's 
annual  meeting. 

"So  much  of  the  things  that  happen  with  this  program  are  things  that  are 
not  measurable  in  dollars,"  Russell  says. 

Ben  and  Alvina  Conquering  Bear  would  like  to  have  someone  adopt  them. 

The  retired  couple  raised  10  children  and  now  have  35  grandchildren  and  14 
great-grandchildren . 

"It's  a struggle  and  a half  for  my  family,"  Mrs.  Conquering  Bear  says. 
"Sometimes  I have  four  families  here." 
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'People  With  No  Home'  want  one 
Once-nomadic  Indians  may  get  Air  Force  land. 

SELLS  - They  call  themselves  "the  People  With  No  Home."  But  fortunes  may 
change  for  the  Hia-Ced  O'odham,  a band  of  American  Indians  who  once  lived 
in  a desert  area  west  of  what's  now  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation. 

Hia-Ced  O'odham  (pronounced  he-yet-chet)  have  since  1984  been  allowed  to 
enroll  as  members  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  but  consider  themselves 
distinctly  different  from  the  rest  of  the  tribe.  With  four  parcels  of 
land  from  the  nearby  Barry  M.  Goldwater  Air  Force  Range  expected  to  be 
withdrawn  from  military  use  in  2001,  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  is 
pressuring  Congress  to  allow  it  to  become  the  new  steward  of  the  property. 

One  of  the  parcels,  near  the  Ajo  airport,  would  be  designated  as 
reservation  land  for  the  Hia-Ced  and  a 12th  district  of  the  Tohono 
O'odham  Nation,  said  the  nation's  vice  chairman,  Henry  Ramon. 

"The  Air  Force  doesn't  need  the  land,  and  I think  we  could  make  it  work 
for  us,"  Ramon  said.  "We  need  to  look  at  the  land  first  because  it  may 
not  be  suitable.  We  may  need  to  resoil  it.  But  the  tribe  will  be  willing 
to  support  that  as  part  of  our  cultural  preservation . " 

Hia-Ced  is  O'odham  for  "sand  people."  The  nomadic  band  earned  its  name, 
according  to  Hia-Ced  members,  because  it  once  lived  in  parts  of  Mexico 
near  the  beaches  of  Puerto  Penasco  and  made  a living  trading  salt.  The  U. 
S.  Department  of  Interior  is  about  to  embark  on  a yearlong  study  on 
potential  uses  for  the  gunnery  range,  said  a spokeswoman  for  Sen.  Dohn 
McCain,  R-Ariz.  One  matter  to  be  studied  is  the  possibility  of  handing 
the  land  over  to  the  tribe. 

A 15-year  congressional  approval  for  the  Department  of  Defense  to  use 
the  2.7  million-acre  gunnery  range  expires  in  November  2001.  The  four 
parcels,  which  the  Defense  Department  has  deemed  "no  longer  needed  for 
military  training,"  total  about  116,000  acres. 


The  four  parcels  include  the  Sand  Tank  Mountains  area,  the  Sentinel 
Plains  and  land  surrounding  the  Ajo  airport.  The  plan  supplements  the 
three  parcels  with  nine  acres  to  make  the  Sand  Tank  Mountains  area 
contiguous  with  the  current  Tohono  O'odham  Nation. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  wants  to  acquire  the  land  to  expand  its 
reservation,  a move  that  would  require  an  act  of  Congress.  Ramon  and 
other  tribal  officials  have  been  in  Washington  in  recent  weeks  to  meet 
with  McCain,  Rep.  Ed  Pastor,  D-Ariz.,  and  officials  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior. 

Part  of  the  tribe's  plan  in  seeking  the  gunnery  range  property,  Ramon 
said,  is  to  give  the  Hia-Ced  O'odham  a place  of  their  own. 

Tribal  officials  say  1,000  to  1,500  Hia-Ced  O'odham  live  in  the  United 
States,  most  of  them  on  and  around  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation.  Many 
Hia-Ced  say  they  want  to  become  a 12th  district  of  the  23, 000-member 
Tohono  O'odham  Nation,  a notion  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  favors. 

"In  the  past  we  didn't  have  the  resources  to  manage  this  land,"  Ramon 
said  in  a recent  interview.  But,  thanks  to  revenues  from  the  nation's 
casinos,  "Now  we  have  the  funds  and  the  expertise  to  handle  it." 

The  tribe  is  working  with  its  14-year-old  Hia-Ced  O'odham  Program  to 
secure  one  of  the  four  gunnery  range  parcels  specifically  for  Hia-Ced 
members . 

"The  1934  Indian  Reorganization  Act  identified  the  Hia-Ced  as  extinct. 
They  were  entirely  left  out  of  the  reorganization,"  Ramon  said.  "With 
that  act,  the  Hia-Ced  had  no  homelands."  T he  Tohono  O'odham  Nation, 
once  known  as  the  Papago  Nation,  did  not  immediately  accept  the  Hia-Ced 
as  enrolled  members.  The  Hia-Ced  spent  several  years  lobbying  the  tribe 
before  members  were  allowed  to  enroll,  according  to  Lorraine  Eiler,  a 
Glendale  resident  who  leads  the  non-profit  Hia-Ced  O'odham  Alliance. 

Although  the  tribe  eventually  accepted  the  Hia-Ced,  many  Hia-Ced  say 
they  have  never  felt  completely  at  ease  on  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation 

"In  certain  (Tohono  O'odham)  districts  they  really  don't  want  outsiders 
" said  Laura  Manuel,  a Hia-Ced  who  is  a council  member  for  the  Tohono 
O'odham  Nation's  San  Lucy  District. 

"We  belong  to  San  Lucy  but  we're  not  really  a part  of  it.  We  don't  have 
a place  to  call  home." 

Manuel  and  fellow  San  Lucy  council  member  Naomi  Carmello  say  they  both 
would  gladly  give  up  their  seats  to  have  their  own  Hia-Ced  community. 

Both  women  say  that  if  the  gunnery  range  property  near  the  Ajo  Airport 
were  withdrawn  and  given  to  the  tribe  for  the  Hia-Ced,  they  would  eagerly 
move . 

Not  all  Hia-Ced  members,  however,  are  interested  in  the  gunnery  range 
land.  "It  would  satisfy  some,  but  not  me,"  Eiler  said.  "We  need  an  area 
away  from  the  gunnery  range.  Working  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
would  be  the  better  thing.  Who  wants  to  live  near  a place  where  a bomb 
might  fall?  . . . The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  has  always  complained  about 
the  noise  of  the  planes  on  the  range." 

The  Hia-Ced  O'odham  Alliance  has  been  conducting  its  own  research  into 
the  Hia-Ced  heritage,  separate  from  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation's  Hia-Ced 
program,  since  1994.  Eiler  would  rather  see  the  Hia-Ced  become  its  own 
tribe  instead  of  another  district  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation. 

"The  area  we  (Hia-Ced)  lived  in  had  a definite  border,  and  it  didn't 
cross  into  the  Tohono  area,"  Eiler  said.  "And  they  in  turn  did  not  cross 
over  our  border.  If  (the  Tohono  O'odham)  ever  knew  anything  about  us, 
they  did  not  make  any  attempts  to  include  us." 

Before  its  withdrawal  for  military  use,  the  Goldwater  range  was  what's 
known  as  "public-use  land"  operated  by  the  Department  of  Interior's 
Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Unless  Congress  directs  otherwise,  the  BLM  would  take  stewardship  of 
the  four  parcels  in  question  if  the  land  is  released  from  military  use, 
said  Michael  Taylor,  field  manager  for  the  Phoenix  field  office  of  the 
BLM.  Taylor  stressed  that  any  change  in  management  of  the  land  would 
require  an  extensive  public  process. 

"The  Hia-Ced  have  waited  so  long.  This  (gunnery  range)  is  the  best 
opportunity  we've  had  in  years,"  said  Leroy  Duan,  research  coordinator 
for  the  Hia-Ced  O'odham  Program. 


"The  video  we're  making  is  called  'The  People  With  No  Home.'  But  they 
actually  do  have  a home.  It's  just  not  there  for  them  right  now." 

Stephanie  Innes ' e-mail:  sinnes@tucsoncitizen.com 

"RE:  Dim  McDermott/Slade  Gorton"  

Date:  Fri,  06  Aug  1999  13:33:38  -0700 

From:  "Frank  LaFountaine"  <lafountaine@justicemail . com> 

Subj : Dim  McDermott-Slade  Gorton 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Here's  a news  article  which  was  posted  by  the  Seattle  Times  on 
Duly  8,  1999,  which  speculates  that  U.S.  Congressman  Dim  McDermott 
from  Seattle  may  challenge  Senator  Slade  Gorton.  Dim  McDermott  is 
a well-known  political  figure  in  the  State  of  Washington.  He  has 
twice  ran  for  governor  and  lost.  He  is  a liberal  Democrat  Congressman. 
There  has  been  more  recent  news  articles  about  him  running,  but  I 
cannot  locate  them.  Frank 

Copyright  ) 1999  The  Seattle  Times  Company 
Local  News  : Thursday,  Duly  08,  1999 
McDermott  gets  valve  job,  should  be  running  soon 
by  Seattle  Times  staff 

Seattle  Congressman  Dim  McDermott  is  recovering  from  surgery  at  Swedish 
Medical  Center,  where  he  underwent  open-heart  surgery  yesterday  to 
replace  a faulty  valve  he's  had  since  birth. 

During  a checkup  several  weeks  ago,  doctors  told  McDermott,  62,  it  was 
finally  time  to  have  the  valve  repaired.  The  operation  took  three  hours 
and,  according  to  the  doctors,  went  well. 

McDermott  is  expected  to  remain  in  the  Seattle  hospital  for  about  six 
days . 

The  surgery  is  not  expected  to  affect  McDermott's  decision  on  whether  to 
seek  the  U.S.  Senate  seat  held  by  Republican  Slade  Gorton  - and  of  late 
it's  looking  more  and  more  like  he  will  run. 

While  McDermott's  office  says  a decision  won't  come  until  early  August, 
his  chief  of  staff,  Mike  Williams,  reportedly  has  talked  with  several 
people  about  the  job  of  state  field  director,  a position  not  needed  if 
McDermott  was  just  running  for  his  safe  House  seat. 

Losing  three  previous  statewide  races  apparently  hasn't  dampened 
McDermott's  urge  to  try  again.  At  the  very  least,  it  would  afford  him  the 
opportunity  to  do  two  of  the  things  the  liberal  Democrat  enjoys  most: 
talking  about  society's  inequities  and  ridiculing  conservatives,  in  this 
case  Gorton. 

Two  months  ago  McDermott  sent  his  supporters  a fund-raising  letter, 
asking  for  money  and  their  opinion  on  whether  he  should  run  for  the 
Senate.  According  to  spokesman  David  Schaefer,  reaction  has  been  mixed. 

So  far  the  only  announced  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Senate  is  state 
Insurance  Commissioner  Deborah  Senn,  who  got  dissed  big  time  by  her  own 
party's  chairman  at  the  Magnuson  Awards  Dinner  on  Dune  26. 

Senn  was  seated  at  the  absolute  back  of  the  room,  perhaps  out  of  view 
of  state  party  Chairman  Paul  Berendt,  who  failed  to  even  mention  her  name 
when  he  was  introducing  Democrats  running  for  office  next  year.  Berendt 
has  made  little  secret  of  his  desire  to  see  another  Democrat  enter  the 
Senate  race.  His  fear  is  that  organized  labor  and  Seattle  liberals  will 
not  get  behind  Senn. 

Never  mind.  Last  week  a couple  of  politicians  who  count  both  Bill  Gates 
and  George  W.  Bush  among  their  acquaintances  were  building  up  a meeting 
between  the  two  in  Redmond  today. 

Bush  was  to  "meet  Gates  and  crew"  during  a lunchtime  visit  to  Microsoft, 
said  Rep.  Dennifer  Dunn,  R-Bellevue,  a top  Bush  fund-raiser  and  supporter. 
It  was  a natural,  anyway,  given  that  the  purpose  of  the  Republican 
presidential  candidate's  visit  to  the  software  giant  was  to  emphasize  his 
support  of  innovation  - as  opposed  to  government  regulation  - in  the 
industry,  said  Dunn  and  Gorton. 


In  addition,  both  Dunn  and  Gorton  suggested  there  was  a possibility, 
however  remote,  that  the  Microsoft  chairman  might  attend  a fund-raiser 
for  the  Texas  governor  tonight. 

There's  just  one  problem:  Microsoft  spokesman  Dan  Leach  says  Gates 
is  scheduled  to  be  out  of  town  and  does  not  plan  to  meet  with  Bush.  Why 
won't  the  two  get  together?  "They've  already  met,"  Leach  said. 

Do  what  I say  . . . Democrats  talk  a good  game  about  the  need  for 
employers  to  pay  a livable  wage  and  provide  health  insurance  to  workers, 
but  they  don't  appear  to  be  willing  to  provide  that  when  doing  the  hiring 
themselves . 

A1  Gore's  presidential  campaign  is  looking  for  a Northwest  field  director 
to  coordinate  fund  raising  and  his  visits  to  Washington  and  Oregon.  The 
pay  is  $2,000  a month  - and  don't  look  for  the  vice  president  to  pay  for 
health-care  benefits. 

Role  reversal.  Washington  state  Democrats  should  consider  what  has 
happened  to  one  of  their  own,  pollster  Tim  Hibbitts,  who  several  years 
ago  gave  up  working  for  political  candidates.  He  has  done  the  unthinkable 
by  registering  in  Oregon  as  a Republican. 

During  the  1980s  Hibbitts  was  the  guy  Democrats  in  Washington  turned 
to  to  gauge  the  mood  of  voters.  Throughout  that  decade  he  was  a valued 
political  adviser  and  confidante  to  the  likes  of  then-Seattle  Mayor 
Charles  Royer,  then-U.S.  Rep.  A1  Swift,  and  then-Gov.  Booth  Gardner. 

In  recent  years  Hibbitts  stopped  working  for  candidates,  in  part  because 
they  occasionally  don't  pay  their  bills,  and  because  The  Oregonian,  the 
newspaper  for  which  Hibbitts  does  polling,  required  someone  who  was 
without  potential  partisan  conflicts. 

Hibbitts  calls  his  transformation  from  Democrat  to  Republican  "an 
evolutionary  sort  of  thing"  that  grew  out  of  the  Democrats'  positions  on 
national  defense  and  taxes.  He  calls  the  party's  stance  on  communism 
"totally  wrong."  As  the  owner  of  a small  business,  Hibbitts  says  talking 
to  liberal  Democrats  about  taxes  is  "like  talking  to  a wall." 

Neither,  it  seems,  is  Hibbitts  terribly  enamored  with  the  right  wing  of 
the  GOP.  He  opposes  the  party's  stances  on  abortion,  gay  rights  and  the 
environment . 

"I  probably  should  be  registered  as  an  independent,"  says  Hibbitts.  "Like 
Groucho  Marx,  I probably  shouldn't  belong  to  any  party  that  would  have  me." 

Inside  Politics  is  written  by  The  Seattle  Times  politics  staff  and 
compiled  by  Times  Olympia  Bureau  reporter  David  Postman.  His  phone- 
message  number  is  206-878-3337. 

His  e-mail  address  is  dpostman@seatimes.com 

"RE : Lubicon  Lake  Negotiations"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Aug  1999  10:35:42  -0500 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Subj : First  meeting  with  province  in  Lubicon  negotiations 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Tuesday,  3 August  1999 
Peace  River  Record-Gazette 

Provincial  negotiator  joins  talks,  awaits  instructions 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Provincial  government  negotiators  entered  Lubicon  Lake  First  Nation  land 
and  entitlement  claim  discussions  Thursday. 

Head  provincial  negotiator  John  McCarthy,  a Calgary  based  lawyer,  and 
Alberta  International  and  Intergovernmental  Relations  assistant  Steven 
Andrews,  met  in  Little  Buffalo  with  Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak, 

Lubicon  council  and  advisors  and  federal  chief  negotiator  Brad  Morse  and 
team.  The  day  long  session  was  "a  positive  introductory  meeting," 
conducted  in  a "cordial  and  businesslike"  manner,  McCarthy  told  the 
Record-Gazette. 

"We  were  updated  (on  bilateral  progress)  and  had  some  discussions  about 


oil  and  gas  companies  and  a few  other  things/'  he  said. 

McCarthy  said  he  had  no  official  position  on  land  or  other  issues  to 
share  with  the  negotiating  parties  at  this  time. 

"I  indicated  I have  to  meet  with  the  new  minister...  as  soon  as  I can/' 
he  said. 

Lubicon  band  advisor  Fred  Lennarson  says  that  although  provincial 
position  taking  on  proposals  before  it  was  "kind  of  deferred  because  of 
the  new  minister  thing/'  the  Grimshaw  Accord  was  discussed. 

Negotiators  were  told  by  McCarthy  that  former  Aboriginal  affairs 
department  minister  Mike  Cardinal  withdrew  the  accord  in  1995  to  "give 
negotiations  a fresh  start/'  Lennarson  said. 

"We  don't  accept  that  Mike  Cardinal  had  the  right  to  do  that/'  and 
Lubicon  leadership  suggested  that  McCarthy  "talk  to  his  Minister  and 
hopefully  she  will  give  him  a better  mandate  than  (what)  Mike  Cardinal 
did . " 

The  bilateral  progress  review  filled  the  day  with  "lots  and  lots  of 
talk/'  Lennarson  said,  adding  that  the  Lubicon  encouraged  McCarthy  to  "go 
get  a mandate  and  come  back." 

The  Lubicon  are  "most  anxious  to  see  a satisfactory  resolution  and 
anything  that  delays  productive  resolution  is  disappointing/'  he  said. 

Morse  says  the  day's  discussions  were  "very  useful  and  quite  positive 
from  my  perspective."  Bilaterally  "we  have  done  a lot  of  work  and  have 
moved  things  forward  quite  a bit/'  Morse  said  adding  that  the  first 
meeting  with  the  province  "gave  them  a chance  to  hear  in  detail  the 
ground  that  has  been  covered"  and  that  "they  indicated  it  was  helpful." 

"There  was  nothing  earth-shattering,  nothing  agreed  to  that  wasn't 
agreed  to  before,"  but  it  was  "the  first  time  the  province  has  sat  down 
with  the  Lubicon  and  the  federal  (government)  in  almost  10  years,  perhaps 
over,"  Morse  said. 

The  chief  federal  negotiator  confirmed  that  McCarthy  indicated  he  needs 
to  "brief  the  new  minister  and  get  new  instructions." 

McCarthy  is  expected  to  meet  with  his  minister  towards  the  end  of 
August  and  further  tripartite  negotiations  should  be  scheduled  after  that, 
Morse  said.  Following  the  three  party  meeting  Thursday,  federal  and 
Lubicon  negotiators  held  further  talks  in  Little  Buffalo  Friday. 

"RE : Vermont's  Sterilizations  Uncovered"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Aug  1999  10:10:29  -0400 
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Subj : Abenaki  Indians  --  from  Wash.  Post 

NATION  IN  BRIEF 
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Sunday,  August  8,  1999;  Page  A21 
Vermont's  Sterilizations  Uncovered 

BOSTON  --  A doctoral  student  has  uncovered  a dark  secret  in  Vermont's 
past:  Scientists  in  the  1920s  and  '30s  had  an  active  eugenics  plan  to 
eliminate  the  state's  "degenerate"  bloodlines  and  replenish  "old  pioneer 
stock. " 

In  a book  to  be  published  later  this  year,  Nancy  Gallagher  details  the 
plan,  called  the  "Vermont  Eugenics  Survey." 

The  12-year  survey,  developed  by  an  independent  team  of  social 
scientists,  studied  "good"  and  "bad"  families  in  the  state  and  listed 
those  that  it  determined  needed  to  be  eliminated,  Gallagher  told  the  Boston 
Globe.  The  report  was  circulated  among  policymakers  at  the  time  and  led 
to  the  passage  of  a 1931  sterilization  law. 

Several  hundred  poor,  rural  Vermonters,  Abenaki  Indians  and  others 
deemed  unfit  to  procreate  were  sterilized,  the  newspaper  said. 

Vermont  was  hardly  alone  in  embracing  eugenics,  the  science  of  human 
breeding  that  branched  from  social  Darwinism  and  attempted  to  manage 
the  misery  of  the  poor.  In  1931,  Vermont  became  the  31st  state  to  enact 
a sterilization  law  for  the  handicapped  or  "the  feeble-minded." 

Records  do  not  show  the  extent  to  which  the  sterilization  policy  was 


enforced  or  how  the  option  was  presented  to  its  subjects.  The  laws  were 
rolled  back  in  the  1960s  and  '70s. 


"RE ; Big  Mountain  Support  List"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Aug  1999  21:48:27  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : SPECIAL  BIGMTLIST 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

I am  starting  a special  Big  Mountain  mailing  list.  It  will  not  be  through 
onelist,  but  will  be  administered  by  me.  Its  purpose  will  be  FINANCIAL  AID 
for  the  Dineh  causes.  Its  postings  will  be  messages  concerning  financial 
(and  sometimes  material,  like  clothes  or  building  supplies)  needs  of  the 
Dineh  and  projects  of  their  support  persons  and  organizations. 

I ask  that  ONLY  persons  committed  to  help  the  Dineh  with  at  least  some 
(however  small)  level  of  financial  support  join  this  list.  This  is  not 
intended  to  be  legally  binding;  but,  by  the  number  of  subscribers,  it  may 
help  supporters  to  determine  the  likelihood  of  of  various  projects  (like 
sponsoring  trips  to  the  UN  for  elders,  rebuilding  hogans,  buying  firewood, 
etc.)  being  completed.  Also,  and  this  is  not  a requirement  but  would  be 
vary  helpful,  if  you  could  indicate  a rough  figure  for  the  amount 
(annually)  you  might  be  willing  to  donate.  This  personal  information  will 
NOT  be  posted  to  the  list. 

I will  NOT  be  collecting  any  money.  The  list  postings  will  show  how  much 
is  needed,  where  the  funds  are  to  be  sent,  how  they  will  be  used,  and 
whether  or  not  they  will  be  tax-deductible.  The  list  names  will  be  kept 
confidential.  If  you  are  going  to  respond  to  a posting  with  a 
contribution,  it  would  be  helpful  if  you  could  let  me  know  your  intent,  so 
that  I can  keep  track  of  how  close  to  the  target  amount  we  are.  As  soon  as 
the  target  amount  is  reached,  I will  post  to  the  list  so  that  the  rest  of 
you  will  hold  off  on  further  contributions  to  that  project.  If  very  little 
seems  to  be  coming  in  for  a project,  and  the  deadline  is  getting  close,  I 
will  make  an  emergency  appeal  to  the  list  to  inform  you  that  more  funds  are 
needed  quickly. 

This  list  is  not  a replacement  for  BIGMTLIST,  but  a supplement  strictly 
for  finance  matters.  I hope  that  you  will  all  consider  how  important 
supporting  the  Dineh  cause  is,  not  only  from  a humanitarian  standpoint,  but 
for  helping  them  to  continue  with  their  sacred  ceremonies  that  are  so 
important  for  the  welfare  and  healing  of  our  planet  and  its  peoples. 

If  you  wish  to  be  included  in  this  special  financial  effort,  please  email 
me  at  redorman@theofficenet.com  indicating  that  you  wish  to  help  out  and 
want  to  be  placed  on  the  BMFINANCE  list. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  continued  support  for  the  Dineh  in  whatever 
capacity  you  are  able. 

--Bob  Dorman,  BIGMTLIST  moderator. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 

may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 

http : //www.onelist . com/ subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http : //www. theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

"RE;  Painted  Skull  Offers  Glimpse  of  an  Old  Ritual 
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Painted  skull  offers  glimpse  of  an  old  ritual 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

8/5/99 

WOODWARD  (AP)  --  A painted  buffalo  skull  found  amid  the  10,000-year-old 
skeletons  of  78  bison  is  the  oldest  evidence  of  a ritual  conducted  to  bring 
hunting  success,  says  Leland  Bement  of  the  Oklahoma  Archaeological  Survey. 

The  skull  found  in  1994  has  a simple  jagged  red  line  that  zigzags  across 
the  forehead. 

Bement  said  the  skull  was  taken  from  an  earlier  kill  at  the  same  plains 
gully  near  Fort  Sup  ply  where  bison  were  speared  in  three  late  summer  kills 
three  to  five  years  apart  more  than  10,000  years  ago. 

The  painted  skull  was  left  to  face  toward  the  opening  as  bison  were  herded 
into  the  gully  to  be  speared  by  hunters  on  the  rim  above. 

"This  is  the  oldest  evidence  of  this  ritual  in  North  America,"  Bement  said 
at  a recent  appearance  at  the  Plains  Indians  and  Pioneers  Museum  in  Woodward. 
This  being  10,000  years  ago,  this  skull  is  the  oldest  painted  'something' 
of  North  America . " 

Bement  dates  the  kills  at  10,200  to  10,900  years  ago. 

The  site  where  the  bones  were  found  began  with  an  outcropping  of  bones 
discovered  in  a bluff  along  the  river. 

Archaeologists  found  complete  skeletons  of  29  bison  atop  bones  of  another 
29  bison  atop  bones  of  20  bison. 
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Indians'  Lawyers  Seek  Funds  Watchdog 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
8/5/99 

WASFIINGTON  (AP)  - The  federal  government  cannot  be  trusted  to  fix 
decades-old  mismanagement  of  about  $500  million  of  American  Indians' 
money  without  court  oversight,  lawyers  for  the  Indians  argued  to  a 
federal  judge. 

In  court  papers  filed  shortly  before  midnight  Wednesday,  the  Indians' 
lawyers  asked  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  to  appoint  an  independent 
watchdog  to  make  sure  the  government  fixes  problems  with  some  300,000  trust 
accounts . 

The  Interior  Department  oversees  the  accounts,  which  mainly  hold  proceeds 
from  oil  drilling,  mining,  logging  or  grazing  on  reservation  land  owned  by 
individual  Indians. 

"Without  judicial  intervention,  reform  efforts  will  fail,  since  the 
(Interior)  Department  will  ultimately  lose  focus  and  interest,"  the 
Indians'  lawyers  wrote. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and  other  federal  officials  have  strongly 
opposed  appointing  a court  watchdog,  known  as  a special  master,  to  oversee 
efforts  to  fix  the  problems  with  the  trust  accounts.  The  department's 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  working  on  a computerized  system  to  track  the 
accounts,  but  Babbitt  admitted  this  summer  that  the  plans  wouldn't  fix  all 


of  the  problems. 

Babbitt  and  other  officials  acknowledge  that  for  decades,  many  records 
regarding  the  trust  accounts  were  never  kept,  collected  haphazardly  or 
eventually  destroyed.  Millions  of  dollars  were  invested  improperly  or  not 
at  all,  and  record-keeping  is  so  lax  that  officials  cannot  say  whether 
billions  of  dollars'  worth  of  transactions  were  legitimate  or  not. 

Lamberth  held  Babbitt,  BIA  head  Kevin  Gover  and  then-Treasury  Secretary 
Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  of  court  earlier  this  year  for  repeatedly  failing 
to  hand  over  documents. 

That  contempt  citation  helped  speed  federal  efforts  to  clean  up  the 
problems,  said  Keith  Harper,  one  of  the  Indians'  lawyers.  Without  continued 
court  pressure,  reform  efforts  would  likely  flounder,  he  said. 

"You  turn  off  the  lights  and  all  the  roaches  start  coming  out  again," 
Harper  said  Thursday.  "It's  difficult  to  get  the  Department  of  Interior  to 
focus  on  this  issue  for  an  extended  period  of  time." 

Tom  Clark,  the  Dustice  Department  lawyer  heading  the  government's  defense 
team,  did  not  return  repeated  telephone  calls  seeking  comment  Thursday. 

Five  Indians  sued  the  federal  government  in  1996  on  behalf  of  all  Indian 
account  holders,  seeking  to  force  the  government  to  clean  up  the  problems 
and  repay  account  holders  for  lost  revenue.  Lamberth  split  the  trial  into 
two  parts:  One  dealing  with  solving  the  trust  management  systems  and  the 
other  with  determining  how  much  the  Indian  account  holders  should  be  paid. 

Final  written  arguments  in  the  first  phase  were  filed  this  week.  The 
Indians  plan  to  seek  billions  of  dollars  in  the  second  phase. 
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Cuomo  Announces  $500,000  in  Grants  for  Blackfeet  Tribe 
U.S.  Newswire 
4 Aug  1999 

Cuomo  Announces  $500,000  In  Grants  For  Blackfeet  Tribe,  Bringing 
Total  HUD  Aid  To  Tribe  This  Year  To  $7.4  Million 
To:  City  and  State  desks 

Contact:  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 

Office  of  Public  Affairs,  202-708-0685; 

Web  site:  http://www.hud.gov/news.html  <http://www.hud.gov/news.html> 
BROWNING,  Mont.,  Aug.  4 /U.S.  Newswire/  --  U.S.  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  Secretary  Andrew  Cuomo  today  awarded  $500,000  to  the 
Blackfeet  Indian  Tribe  to  rehabilitate  substandard  housing  and  build 
a park.  The  grants  bring  total  HUD  assistance  to  the  tribe  this  year 
to  about  $7.4  million. 

Cuomo  announced  the  assistance  while  visiting  the  Blackfeet 
Reservation  to  see  housing  conditions  and  meet  with  Tribal  Chairman 
William  Old  Chief  and  other  tribal  leaders  to  discuss  housing,  jobs, 
and  economic  development  opportunities.  Located  east  of  Glacier 
National  Park  in  Montana,  the  reservation  is  home  to  about  14,600 
members  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribe. 

"I  have  come  to  meet  with  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  as  part  of  the 
Clinton  Administration's  efforts  to  build  new  relationships  and  new 
partnerships  with  Indian  nations,"  Cuomo  said.  "For  far  too  long,  the 
first  Americans  have  been  locked  out  of  the  American  Dream  of  a home, 
a job  and  a chance  to  build  a better  tomorrow  for  their  children. 

For  far  too  long,  reservations  have  been  islands  of  poverty  in  a sea 
of  American  prosperity.  We  will  not  allow  this  to  continue." 

Severe  housing  shortages  and  substandard  housing  are  common  on  the 
Blackfeet  Reservation,  and  homeownership  is  rare.  Many  homes  lack 
kitchens  and  indoor  plumbing.  An  estimated  28  percent  of  the 


population  earns  less  than  $7,000  per  year. 

Since  1993,  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  has  received  $41.4  million  in  HUD 
funding. 

Nationwide,  HUD  will  provide  over  $700  million  for  Native  American 
housing  programs  this  year. 

The  $500,000  in  assistance  to  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  that  Cuomo 
announced  today  is  in  the  form  of  Indian  Community  Development  Block 
Grants . 

A total  of  $200,000  of  the  new  grants  will  be  used  to  rehabilitate 
nine  substandard  houses.  The  remaining  $300,000  will  be  used  to 
build  a 12,000-square-foot  cultural  development  park  that  will 
include  a maze,  picnic  and  gathering  area,  children's  dance  arbor  and 
amphitheater,  natural  garden  area,  walking/running  path  and  rest 
rooms.  The  park  will  be  next  to  the  Tribe's  Head  Start  building  and 
will  target  Head  Start  children  and  their  families. 

HUD  assistance  granted  to  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  earlier  this  year 
includes : 

--  $6.1  million  in  Indian  Housing  Block  Grant  funds  to  increase 
homeownership  opportunities  on  the  reservation.  Homeownership 
activities  include:  creating  partnerships  with  lenders,  homebuilders 
and  others;  assisting  potential  homebuyers  with  loan  applications; 
and  working  with  the  tribe  to  identify  homebuilding  sites.  In 
addition,  the  grant  will  be  used  to  develop  20  low-rent  units  for 
senior  citizens,  maintain  existing  housing  stock,  improve 
accessibility  to  housing,  and  continue  the  Section  8 low-income 
housing  program  on  the  reservation. 

--  $800,000  in  two  Rural  Housing  and  Economic  Development  Grants. 

A total  of  $200,000  will  be  used  to  support  development  efforts  of 
the  Siyeh  Corporation,  which  is  working  to  increase  economic 
opportunities  for  the  community  and  will  act  as  a business  arm  for 
the  Blackfeet  Tribe.  The  remaining  $600,000  will  be  used  for 
economic  development  support  for  Pikuni  Industries,  a manufacturer  of 
steel  home  products  that  will  create  jobs  and  affordable  housing. 
Reservation  residents  will  be  hired  and  trained  by  Pikuni  to  perform 
welding,  carpentry,  plumbing,  engineering  and  other  work.  Pikuni 
will  manufacture  steel  frame  assembly  line  homes  to  create  affordable 
housing  for  reservation  residents. 

The  Blackfeet  Reservation  is  the  second  reservation  that  Cuomo  has 
visited  this  summer.  Cuomo  joined  President  Clinton  and  corporate 
CEO's  in  Duly  on  a trip  to  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota  --  home  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  --  as  part  of  the 
President's  New  Markets  Initiative  tour.  The  tour  focused  attention 
on  urban  and  rural  areas  where  unemployment  is  too  high  and  jobs  are 
too  scarce.  During  the  tour,  millions  of  dollars  in  public  and 
private  housing  and  economic  development  commitments  were  secured  to 
help  areas  left  behind. 

Cuomo  announced  a Native  American  Housing  and  Economic  Development 
Initiative  last  spring  at  the  Summit  on  Native  American 
Homeownership,  Legal  and  Economic  Development  in  Chicago.  The 
initiative  goes  beyond  most  federal  programs  by  enabling  tribal 
governments  to  create  non-profit  groups  that  can  apply  for  a share  of 
more  than  $1  billion  in  annual  assistance  under  several  HUD  programs. 
Because  only  local  governments  and  non-profit  groups  are  eligible  for 
this  type  of  HUD  funding,  tribal  governments  were  previously  unable 
to  benefit  from  most  of  the  programs. 
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Byrd,  4 others  plead  innocent 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
8/7/99 

The  Cherokee  Nation  chief  is  accused  of  operating  an  illegal  court  system. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Innocent  pleas  to  indirect  contempt  of  court  charges  were 
entered  Friday  for  Cherokee  Nation  Chief  Doe  Byrd  and  four  others  accused 
of  operating  an  illegal  district  court  system. 

Charged  in  addition  to  Byrd  are  Deputy  Chief  J.  Garland  Eagle,  Associate 
District  Judge  Dewayne  Littlejohn,  former  District  Judge  Tina  Iordan  and 
former  Chief  of  Staff  Gary  Stopp. 

Byrd,  Eagle  and  Stopp  are  accused  of  continuing  to  pay  Littlejohn  and 
Iordan  after  they  were  suspended  by  the  tribe's  Judicial  Appeals  Court  on 
the  grounds  that  they  were  operating  an  illegal  court  at  tribal 
headquarters . 

Littlejohn  and  Iordan  are  accused  of  improperly  accepting  pay  despite 
their  suspensions. 

The  tribunal,  the  tribe's  supreme  court,  said  offices  for  district  judges 
are  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah. 

The  district  court  system  was  established  at  tribal  headquarters  after 
Byrd  had  differences  with  the  supreme  court,  where  he  also  was  facing 
charges  of  illegally  firing  the  tribe's  marshal  service  after  it  raided 
his  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Represented  by  their  attorneys,  the  defendants  didn't  make  court 
appearances  Friday. 

The  innocent  pleas  were  entered  for  them  by  Justice  Darrell  Dowty  after 
their  attorneys  said  they  didn't  wish  to  enter  pleas  at  this  time. 

Dowty  said  the  next  hearing  on  the  matter  is  scheduled  Sept.  10,  at  which 
time  it  is  hoped  a vacancy  on  the  three-  judge  tribunal  will  have  been 
filled  by  incoming  Chief  Chad  Smith,  whose  appointment  must  receive  tribal 
council  approval. 

Attorney  Donn  Baker,  who  represents  Iordan,  asked  the  court  to  ensure 
that  the  new  justice  is  "fair  and  unbiased"  if  he  is  allowed  to  sit  in  on 
the  tribunal's  hearings,  which  will  consider  the  defendants'  motions  to 
have  the  charges  dismissed. 

Smith  will  be  sworn  into  office  Aug.  14. 

The  defense  attorneys  indicated  that  they  might  seek  a jury  trial  if  the 
charges  aren't  dismissed. 

A tribal  conviction  on  an  indirect  contempt  of  court  charge  carries  a 
fine  of  $500  or  one  year's  incarceration  or  both. 

The  special  prosecutor,  Darrell  Moore,  said  the  indirect  contempt  of  court 
charges  stem  from  the  defendants'  failure  to  obey  a tribal  court  order  that 
Littlejohn  and  Iordan  were  to  return  court  files  to  the  downtown  courthouse 
and  not  perform  any  judicial  acts. 

Defense  attorneys  said  the  suspensions  of  Iordan  and  Littlejohn  equate  to 
a removal  from  office  by  the  supreme  court.  Cherokee  Nation  law,  they  said, 
gives  the  right  to  remove  a district  judge  to  the  tribal  council. 

Tim  Baker,  an  attorney  for  Byrd,  said  in  a court  brief  that  the  February 
1998  suspension  order  signed  by  former  Justice  Ralph  Keen  "was  issued  to 
harass  and  retaliate  against  Chief  Joe  Byrd." 

The  tribe  has  been  in  a constitutional  crisis  for  2-1/2  years,  often  with 
the  administration  pitted  against  the  court  system. 

At  one  point,  the  Byrd  administration  locked  the  justices  out  of  the 
downtown  courthouse  and  Byrd's  majority  on  the  tribal  council  impeached 
the  jurists. 

The  impeachments  later  were  rescinded  on  the  advice  of  an  independent 
commission,  which  made  a study  of  the  tribe's  problems. 
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Geongia  govennon  does  not  want  casino 

c.  AP 

8/7/99 

ATLANTA  (AP)  --  Gov.  Roy  Bannes  said  again  Fniday  he  opposes  casino  gambling 
in  Geongia  and  that  he  sought  to  discounage  Hancock  County  officials  fnom 
wonking  with  an  Oklahoma  Indian  tnibe  to  build  one. 

Bannes  wnote  Hancock  County  officials  on  Duly  13  and  told  them,  "My 
position  in  negand  to  casino  gambling  has  been,  and  is,  that  I do  not 
believe  it  is  in  the  best  intenest  of  the  state  of  Geongia." 

He  said  Fniday  that  he  neitenated  his  position  to  the  officials  in  a 
meeting  Duly  30,  telling  them:  "You  can  chase  the  nainbow  all  you  want  to. 
You'ne  not  going  to  get  it,  in  my  view.  . . . You'd  be  much  betten  off 
concentnating  on  impnovement  in  education  and  economic  development." 

Howeven,  the  govennon 's  intenpnetation  of  the  meeting  appeans  to  be  at 
odds  with  the  message  Hancock  County  officials  think  they  neceived. 

"We  came  away  believing  that  the  govennon  does  not  want  to  be  the  villain 
in  this  piece,"  Lesley  Robents,  Hancock  County's  pnognam  dinecton,  told  The 
Atlanta  Dounnal-  Constitution. 

The  newspapen  said  Hancock  officials  believed  following  the  meeting  that 
the  state  would  not  tny  to  block  the  pnoject. 

Hancock  officials  ane  negotiating  with  the  Kialegee,  an  Oklahoma  tnibe  of 
about  450  which  claims  ancient  ties  to  Geongia,  fon  a casino,  hotel  and 
golf  counse  in  thein  economically  stnapped  county.  The  tnibe  has  offices  in 
Wetumka,  Okla.,  which  is  in  Hughes  County. 

Two  othen  counties  --  Hanalson  and  Cannoll  --  have  tunned  the  tnibe  down. 

"RE : Casinos  and  Non-Indian  Rights  on  Resenvations"  
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Gnowth  of  tnibal  casinos  bnings  questions  about  non-Indian  nights  on 
nesenvations 

VIEDAS  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  Calif.  (AP)  - Tucked  away  in  these  back-countny 
foothills,  a thniving  casino  and  upscale  mall  ane  luning  visitons  fnom  the 
neanby  intenstate  and,  as  a small  noadside  sign  infonms  them,  onto  Indian 
land . 

That  bonden,  which  nequines  no  passpont,  no  customs  and  no  inspection, 
is  unden  incneasing  scnutiny  nationwide  as  new  tnibal  entenpnises,  like  the 
Viejas  Casino  & Tunf  Club,  attnact  incneasing  numbens  of  people  to  thein 
nesenvations . 

The  gnowth  has  led  to  questions  about  the  nights  on  nesenvations  of  non- 
Indians  - especially  wonkens  - and  to  attempts  to  nedefine  the  limits  of 
Indian  soveneignty,  which  makes  tnibal  land  nominally  independent  fnom  the 
U.S.  govennment. 

"Economic  development  has  been  the  catalyst  and  has  cneated  the  dynamic 
that  you  see  now,"  said  Mank  Macanno,  a pnominent  tnibal  leaden  in 
Califonnia  and  chainman  of  the  Pechanga  Band  of  Luiseno  Indians,  whose 
nesenvation  is  about  80  miles  nonthwest  of  the  Viejas'  eastenn  San  Diego 
County  land. 

"Tnibes  ane  now  tnying  to  put  actions  behind  the  wonds  (of  Indian 
soveneignty),"  he  said.  "It's  my  sense  that  when  this  stants  occunning, 
those  powens-that-be  begin  to  take  anothen  look  at  tnibal  soveneignty  and 
seem  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  'this  isn't  quite  what  we  meant.'  " 
Challengens  in  count  and  Congness  have  tnied  - and  failed  so  fan  - to 
whittle  away  at  tnibes'  immunity  to  lawsuits,  exemptions  fnom  most  taxes 
and  exclusion  fnom  labon  laws  that  give  unions  access  to  othen  businesses. 
Congness  nejected  two  measunes  in  1997  that  would  have  denied  fedenal 


benefits  to  tribes  that  refuse  to  waive  immunity  and  forced  tribes  to 
provide  an  accounting  of  their  income. 

An  estimated  260  casinos  or  bingo  halls  operate  on  Indian  reservations 
nationwide  compared  with  70  in  1988,  when  Congress  made  Indian  gambling 
legal,  according  to  the  National  Gambling  Impact  Study  Commission. 

That  development  has  brought  workers  who,  in  some  cases,  have  complained 
to  unions  about  conditions  at  casinos.  Defenders  of  tribal  sovereignty 
discount  such  complaints. 

"It's  a new  set  of  laws,  when  you  go  to  Indian  country.  It  is  their  law, 
their  country,"  said  Ken  Adams,  a gambling  consultant  who  has  worked  with 
several  tribes  in  various  states  and  managed  a non-Indian  casino  in  Reno, 
Nev. , for  20  years . 

lack  Gribbon,  political  action  coordinator  for  the  Hotel  Employees  and 
Restaurant  Employees  International  Union  in  California,  insists  his  union 
supports  Indian  sovereignty,  but  would  like  tribes  to  agree  to  collective 
bargaining  rights. 

"The  reality  here  is  the  vast  majority  of  these  workers  are  U.S.  citizens 
who  live  in  the  United  States,"  he  said.  "They  are  the  engine  behind  a 
multibillion-dollar  industry.  ...  It  doesn't  seem  fair  that  they  should 
have  no  rights  whatsoever." 

Gribbon  said  his  union  is  not  against  the  practice  of  favoring  tribal 
members  in  hiring. 
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Details-November  Leonard  Peltier 
Freedom  Month 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Below  is  more  detailed  follow  up  on  the  November  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom 
Month  Campaign.  Take  a look  and  let  us  know  what  you  can  do,  what  you 
think,  and  any  suggestions  you  may  have.  Those  who  would  like  to  be  in  DC 
for  part  of  the  month  but  are  not  sure  when  will  be  the  best  date  to  come, 
you  may  want  to  be  there  at  the  opening.  We  are  hoping  the  event  will  begin 
November  1,  but  we  are  waiting  to  hear  from  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  who  we 
have  asked  to  open  the  event.  We  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on  this. 

We  especially  need  people  from  the  East  Coast  to  come  during  different 
parts  of  the  month  so  that  there  will  be  an  ongoing  presence.  Please 
collect  names  of  people  an  organizations  on  the  East  Coast  who  can  help 
who  are  not  registered  with  us.  Thank  you  for  your  support. 

(If  you  and/or  your  organization  can  contribute  in  any  of  the  ways  listed 
please  get  in  contact  with  us  ASAP.) 

In  solidarity. 

The  LPDC 

PS  If  you  are  in  graphic  design  and/or  printing  and  can  help  us  to  design  a 
poster  for  this  campaign  please  call  us! 

NOVEMBER  1999  LEONARD  PELTER  FREEDOM  MONTH 

Its  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison? 

MORE  SPECIFICALLY 

We  realize  that  what  we  are  proposing  will  be  difficult  to  organize  and 
implement,  especially  with  the  very  short  amount  of  time  we  have  to  organize 
it.  However,  it  is  crucial  and  extremely  urgent  that  we  put  all  of  our 
efforts  together  and  make  a strong  attempt  to  do  this  now,  before  Leonard's 
health  further  deteriorates,  before  the  current  momentum  is  lost,  before 
Clinton  leaves  office,  and  before  another  year  of  Leonard's  life  is  stolen 
away  from  him,  his  people  and  his  family.  Please  make  a serious  commitment 
in  whatever  way  you  are  able  to  help  free  Leonard  Peltier  before  the  year 
2000. 

DESIRED  EFFECT 

The  desired  effect  of  the  November  Freedom  Campaign  is  to: 


1.  Draw  enough  positive  attention  to  Leonard's  case  to  bring  about  serious 
concern  in  both  the  White  House  and  Congress. 

2.  One  of  the  most  serious  concerns  of  politicians  is  popular  public  opinion 
which  is  largely  impacted  by  the  media.  We  must  get  enough  media  attention 
to  bring  about  such  concern. 

3.  To  have  a unique  and  visual  theme  that  will  attract  the  necessary  media 
attention . 

4.  To  further  educate  the  public  and  the  government  about  the  Peltier  case. 

5.  To  build  up  enough  pressure  from  Congress  and  the  public  to  get  Clinton 
to  grant  Executive  Clemency  to  Peltier. 

6.  If  Clinton  does  not  grant  clemency,  to  build  enough  pressure  in  Congress 
and  the  public  so  that  he  will  be  granted  parole  this  Spring. 

CHARACTER  AND  IMAGE  OF  THE  EVENT 

This  event  should  be  representative  of  all  that  Leonard  Peltier  stands  for 
and  symbolizes.  Therefore  the  event  should  be  strong,  largely  spiritual, 
cultural,  traditional,  and  respectful.  The  event  should  culminate  all  of 
the  reasons  why  he  should  be  freed.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a symbol  of 
injustice  and  persecution  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  therefore  we  urge  all 
who  resist  such  injustice  and  persecution  to  come  and  represent  Leonard  at 
this  time. 

IN  WHAT  WAY  WILL  WE  PORTRAY  THESE  ASPECTS? 

SPIRITUAL  ASPECTS: 

1.  Run  For  Freedom-The  event  will  begin  with  a traditional,  spiritual  Run 
For  Freedom 

which  will  start  at  the  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia  and  finish  in 
Washington  DC. 

2.  Opening  prayer  - Each  morning  will  begin  with  a prayer  and  ceremony  that 
are  appropriate  to  be  held  in  public.  Traditional  Spiritual  leaders  such  as 
David  Chief  and  Arvol  Looking  Horse  will  conduct  these  and  others  such  as 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa  are  being  invited  as  well.  (Care 
will  be  taken  so  that  ceremonies  are  not  filmed  or  photographed  when 
inappropriate) . 

3.  Freedom  Fasters  - There  will  be  a presence  of  at  least  ten  people  fasting 
in  front  of  the  White  House  for  designated  amounts  of  time  during  the  entire 
month.  This  will  be  a spiritual  fast;  those  fasting  will  prepare  themselves 
with  the  guidance  of  spiritual  advisors. 

4.  Vigils  - Each  night  a candlelight  vigil  will  be  held  in  front  of  the 
White  House.  All  are  welcome  to  take  part.  At  this  time  people  in 
attendance  can  make  offerings  or  say  a few  words  about  why  they  are  there. 
CULTURAL  ASPECTS: 

1.  Traditional  - Daily  cultural  activities  will  be  scheduled  in  front  of  the 
White  House  during  November.  Traditional  Native  music,  story  telling,  etc., 
should  be  present.  The  participation  of  several  Native  American  drum  groups 
and  dancers  are  needed.  Additionally,  people  from  Indigenous  Nations 
outside  of  the  US  are  encouraged  to  come  and  represent  their  people  and 
culture  as  well. 

2.  Contemporary  - Contemporary  Native  musicians,  rappers,  poets,  and  actors 
will  be  invited  to  perform  in  front  of  the  White  House  too.  A few  examples 
are  Ulali,  Litefoot,  Rage  Against  the  Machine,  Black  Fire,  Dimmy  Baca, 

Rodney  Grant,  and  Buffy  St.  Marie. 

ASPECTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  RESISTANCE 

1.  Speakers  from  representatives  of  different  land  struggles  (Big  Mountain, 
Western  Shoshone,  Mississippi  River  Lakota  Treaty  Land  Transfer, Mt.  Graham, 
etc.),  struggles  for  self  determination,  movements  against  racism,  struggles 
for  freedom  of  religion,  etc.,  are  invited  to  come  and  speak  to  show  their 
solidarity. 

VISUAL  ASPECTS 

1.  Teepees  will  be  put  up  in  areas  permitted  in  close  proximity  to  the  White 
House  to  bring  visual  attention  to  the  ongoing  activities.  Teepees  to 
borrow  and  trucks  to  ship  them  in  are  needed. 

2.  Flags  from  several  Native  Nations  will  be  displayed  in  front  of  the  White 
House.  Flags  to  borrow  are  needed  as  well. 

3.  A wall  modeled  after  the  veterans  memorial  will  be  constructed  with  the 
names  of  Native  people  who  lost  their  lives  fighting  for  their  people  on  it. 
Crazy  Horse,  Sitting  Bull,  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  3oe  Stuntz,  and  all  of  those 


killed  during  the  reign  of  terror  are  some  examples.  Others  can  add  names 
as  part  of  the  activities. 

4.  Several  large  banners  and  signs  are  needed  for  display. 

5.  A possible  reenactment  of  the  Wounded  Knee  I Massacre  will  be  planned. 

MEANWHILE,  INSIDE  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  AND  CONGRESS 

DELEGATIONS  of  Leonard's  family,  Oglala  survivors.  Indigenous  Organizations, 
Human  Rights  Organizations,  Tribal  Governments,  Foreign  Dignitaries,  etc., 
are  invited  to  meet  with  the  Clinton  Administration  and  Congress  during 
November.  Rigoberta  Menchu  has  already  committed  to  bring  a delegation  of 
Nobel  Laureates.  Scheduling  meetings  during  November  will  be  tricky  because 
of  elections  and  the  holiday  so  it  is  important  that  all  who  can  bring 
delegations  contact  us  as  soon  as  possible.  Delegations  who  cannot  come 
during  November  can  be  scheduled  during  January  and  February  as  well.  This 
will  help  to  keep  the  momentum  going. 

PHONE  TREES 

Those  who  cannot  come  to  Washington  DC  in  November  will  be  coordinating 
phone  trees  to  bring  additional  and  focused  attention  to  the  Congress  and 
White  House  during  November. 

STATEMENTS,  LETTERS,  AND  RESOLUTIONS  OF  SUPPORT 

Those  organizations  who  cannot  physically  come  to  show  support  during  the 
November  activities  in  DC  are  encouraged  to  send  messages  of  support  which 
can  be  read  and  delivered  during  this  time 

SPECIFIC,  IMMEDIATE  NEEDS 
FINANCIAL  SUPPORT 

We  urgently  need  financial  support  to  make  this  effort  a success.  Travel 
expenses,  advertising,  copying,  etc.,  will  be  extremely  costly.  A fund 
drive  is  planned  for  Leonard's  birthday  which  is  September  12.  Make 
personal  donations  if  possible,  plan  benefits,  and  collect  funds  for  the 
LPDC.  Also,  suggestions  for  funding  agencies  are  welcome. 

COMMITTEES 

Committees  of  people  who  can  take  responsibility  for  certain  portions  of 
this  campaign  are  needed.  Help  is  needed  from  all  over,  however,  help  is 
especially  needed  from  the  East  Coast. 

1.  Regional  Transportation  Committees:  Have  a meeting  to  find  out  if  there 
are  people  in  your  area  who  want  to  be  in  DC  for  part  of  Leonard  Peltier 
Freedom  Month.  If  groups  of  people  can  come  for  designated  days  to  take 
part  in  the  activities  and  especially  the  nightly  vigils,  volunteer  to 
organize  caravans,  buses,  logistical  details,  etc.,  and  let  the  LPDC  know  as 
soon  as  possible  approximately  how  many  people  can  come  and  for  what  portion 
of  the  month. 

2.  Outreach  and  Publicity  Committee  - A committee  to  be  responsible  for 
outreach  and  publicity,  especially  in  the  DC  area  and  the  East  Coast. 

People  who  can  distribute  and  post  flyers  and  posters,  contact  radio 
stations  to  announce  events,  and  make  sure  scheduled  events  are  covered  in 
local  publications  are  needed. 

3.  Art  Committee  - People  who  can  help  paint  banners,  build  the  memorial 
wall,  etc.,  are  needed. 

4.  Local  Washington  DC  Organizing  Committee  - A group  of  people  in  DC  who 
can  help  in  general  on  all  levels  is  needed.  Help  with  logistics, 
scheduling,  set  up,  etc.  - this  group  will  be  assisting  Jennifer  Harbury. 

We  will  also  need  help  with  lodging,  food,  airport  pick  ups,  etc. 

CALENDAR 

If  you  belong  to  or  know  of  a cultural  group,  an  organization  to  bring  a 
delegation,  speakers,  etc.,  who  will  want  to  participate  please  let  us  know 
immediately  so  that  we  can  schedule  it  and  fill  in  the  November  calendar. 

TEE  PEES 

If  you  know  of  people  who  will  lend  out  their  tee  pees  for  this  event  please 
put  us  in  touch  with  them.  If  you  know  of  anyone  with  a truck  who  can  help 
us  ship  them  to  and  from  DC  please  let  us  know.  (Borrowed  tee  pees  will  be 
insured . ) 

EAST  COAST  CONTACTS 

If  you  know  of  groups  and/or  individuals  who  will  help  us  organize  this  on 
the  East  Coast  please  let  us  know. 


Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

"RE : County/Nez  Perce  Police  Pact  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Aug  1999  08:58:50  -0700 
From:  Charles  Petras  <cpetras@stratos . net> 

Subj : Nez  Perce  Treaties  : County,  tribal  police  pact  still  in  the  works 
Mailing  List:  Nez  Perce  Treaties  <Nez_Perce_treaties@listbot . com> 

With  Perfect  Justice... 

Nez  Perce  Treaties  - http://members.stratos.net/cpetras 
Lewiston  Morning  Tribune  (Lewiston,  Idaho) 

Thursday,  August  5,  1999.  pp.  6A,  8A. 

County,  tribal  police  pact  still  in  the  works 
* But  officers  are  already  cooperating  in  some  areas 
By  REBECCA  BOONE 
OF  THE  TRIBUNE 

Progress  is  slow  on  a jurisdiction  agreement  between  Nez 
Perce  tribal  police  and  Nez  Perce  County  Sheriff's  Office. 

But  the  deputies  and  tribal  officers  already  are  working  together 
cooperatively,  say  Sheriff  Randy  Kingsbury  and  Tom  Idol,  chief  of  tribal 
police . 

Despite  initial  concerns,  maintaining  services  on  the  reservation  has 
gone  smoothly,  says  Kingsbury. 

"When  they  first  rescinded  the  resolution,  there  was  a lot  of  knee-jerk 
reaction  by  my  guys.  There  were  comments  like  'maybe  we  shouldn't  go  out 
on  the  reservation.'  It's  the  fear  of  the  unknown." 

Idol  says  the  concern  was  understandable,  and  highlights  the  'need  for  a 
cooperative  law  enforcement  agreement. 

"Deputy  and  state  officers  were  concerned  about  making  a wrongful  arrest 
Where  there's  lack  of  information,  there's  confusion.  People  don't  want  to 
get  sued  or  end  up  in  court  for  wrongful  arrest." 

A draft  of  the  cooperative  law  enforcement  agreement  is  being  reviewed 
by  the  Idaho  Counties  Risk  Management  Program  --  the  state  insurance  pool 
--  and  will  have  to  be  approved  by  both  state  and  tribal  governments. 

The  negotiations  began  after  the  Nez  Perce  Tribal  Executive  Committee 
rescinded  a 1965  resolution  that  granted  the  state  jurisdiction  On  the 
reservation  over  a dozen  crimes,  such  as  battery  and  disturbing  the  peace. 

Major  crimes,  including  murder  and  rape,  fall  under  a different 
agreement  with  the  federal  government  and  weren't  affected  by  the  decision 

The  change  brought  up  questions,  including  who  is  responsible  when  a 
call  for  help  comes  in,  says  Kingsbury. 

"Right  now,  liability  isn't  really  an  is'  sue  because  between  the  tribal 
police  and  us,  we  aren't  putting  each  other  in  a situation  where  there 
would  be  a problem.  But  we're  working  on  a formal  agreement,  so  that  it 
never  will  be  an  issue." 

Until  the  agreement  is  approved,  sheriff's  deputies  will  wait  to  respond 
to  a call  involving  Indians  until  tribal  police  arrive,  says  Kingsbury. 

The  wait  is  necessary,  he  says,  because  if  a tribal  member  strikes  a 
deputy  who  responds  to  a call,  the  deputy  can't  arrest  the  person  for 
battery. 

If  a deputy  comes  upon  a crime,  the  deputy  can  detain  a tribal  member 
for  a short  time,  but  cannot  make  an  arrest.  Idol  says  the  distinction  is 
important.  "When  I convey  to  you  that  you  are  no  longer  free  to  go  where 
you  want  to  go,  that's  an  arrest." 

Safety  of  law  enforcement  officers  is  paramount,  says  Idol.  "I  want 
their  deputies  to  feel  safe  because  our  officers  are  backing  them  up,  and 
our  officers  to  feel  safe  because  the  deputies  are  backing  them  up." 

The  tribal  police  force  has  been  building  up  the  ranks  to  make  sure 
there  are  enough  officers  to  cover  the  entire  reservation,  says  Idol. 

There  are  six  officers  now,  and  Idol  expects  to  have  30  officers  by  the 


end  of  the  year. 

While  the  two  groups  work  well  together.  Idol  says,  "at  the  political 
level,  there's  issues  on  both  sides." 

The  resolution  was  rescinded  after  a long  court  battle  between  a Nez 
Perce  tribal  member  and  a Lewis  County's  sheriff's  deputy  in  the  late 
1980s. 

The  tribal  member  sued  the  deputy  in  tribal  court  for  false  imprisonment 
and  won.  After  Lewis  County  appealed  and  lost,  the  case  went  to  federal 
court,  which  ruled  in  the  deputy's  favor. 

The  federal  court  decision  was  appealed  to  the  9th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  which  ruled  the  tribe  gave  up  some  of  its  authority  when  it 
granted  criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  state  in  1965. 

In  a letter  to  the  Nez  Perce  County  Sheriff's  Office,  NPTEC  chairman 
Samuel  M.  Penney  said,  ."We  consider  it  essential  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  that  the  law  enforcement  jurisdiction  transferred  by' 
(the  resolution  of  1965)  be  returned  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
tribe. " 


To  unsubscribe,  write  to  Nez_Perce_Treaties-unsubscribe@listbot.com 
MSN  Messenger  Service  lets  you  stay  in  touch  instantly  with 
your  family  & friends  - Visit  http://messenger.msn.com 

"RE : Commemoration  of  Dudley  George's  Death"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Aug  1999  03:44:24  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Commemoration  of  Dudley  George's  Death  (September  6,  1999) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thursday,  August  5,  1999 
From:  Russ  Mitchell  <russell@nt . net> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  Dudley  George 
Summer  Newsletter  #24  ~ August  3,  1999 
***  Uphold  Aboriginal  Land  and  Treaty  Rights  *** 

SEPTEMBER  6,  1995  - 4 YEARS  SINCE  IPPERWASH 
STILL  NO  INQUIRY  - NOT  EVEN  AN  INQUEST!! 

Commemorate  the  4th  Anniversary  of  Dudley  George's  Death 
Demand  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Ipperwash  Affair 
An  Injury  to  One  is  an  Injury  to  All! 

Remember  Other  Victims  of  Fluman  Rights  Violations 
at  APEC  and  Gustafsen  Lake 

Speak  out  on  Aboriginal  Rights  Issues  across  Ontario 

LET  YOUR  VOICE  HEARD 
~ DOIN  THE  LABOUR  DAY  PARADE  ~ 

SEPTEMBER  6,  1999  - Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

Meet  us  in  front  of  the  Provincial  Courthouse, 

one  block  north  of  Queen  West  on  University  Avenue 

GATHER  FROM  8:30  AM 

BRING  DRINKS  FOR  THE  LONG  WALK 

DRUMS,  SINGERS  ASKED  TO  SUPPORT 

More  than  20,000  organized  workers  participate  in  Toronto's  annual 
Labour  Day  Parade,  organized  by  the  Toronto  and  York  Labour  Council 
(TYLC) . The  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  is  mobilizing  a contingent  for 
the  annual  Labour  Day  Parade.  The  Parade  celebrates  the  human  rights 
protections  won  by  unions,  for  workers,  over  the  past  century.  This  year, 
the  Parade  occurs  on  September  6th  - a very  significant  date  for  our 
Coalition.  On  that  day  in  1995,  numerous  human  rights  violations 
occurred  at  Ipperwash  Park,  including  the  fatal  shooting  of  non-violent 
Aboriginal  rights  protestor  Dudley  George. 

Since  1995,  the  Labour  Council  has  been  one  of  the  most  dedicated 
allies  on  the  call  for  a Public  Inquiry.  The  founding  organization  of  the 
Coalition,  Turtle  Island  Support  Group,  developed  a strong  fraternal 


relationship,  on  land,  treaty  and  inherent  rights  issues,  with  the  TYLC 
through-out  the  '90's.  The  Labour  Council's  advocacy  for  an  Ipperwash 
Inquiry  is  just  one  element  of  their  strong  support  on  Aboriginal  rights 
issues . 

TYLC  is  affiliated  with  both  the  OFL  (Ontario  Federation  of  Labour) 
and  the  CLC  (Canadian  Labour  Congress,  it's  national  'parent' 
organization).  The  members  of  these  groups  have  helped  us  reach 
out  to  social  justice  activists  across  Ontario  and  at  the  national  level, 
broadening  the  call  for  an  Inquiry  from  being  just  about  what  and  how 
decisions  are  made  at  Queen's  Park.  Organized  labour  understands 
that  an  armed,  lethal  attack  by  the  Police  on  persons  engaged  in 
peaceful  protest  is  a dangerous  precedent.  The  motto  of  organized 
labour  is  "an  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all". 

We  are  participating  in  this  Parade  as  a way  of  continuing  to 
educate  the  larger  public  about  the  horrible  abuses  which  occurred 
at  Ipperwash.  Turtle  Island  Support  Group,  and  others  involved  in 
the  Coalition,  will  also  be  carrying  information  which  speaks  about 
Aboriginal  rights  concerns  in  other  parts  of  Ontario.  The  Parade 
contains  thousands  of  activists  with  whom  we  can  share  our 
information  and  ask  for  their  support.  It  also  follows  a several 
kilometer  route  through  downtown  Toronto,  providing  an  opportunity 
to  educate  the  spectators.  We  will  prepare  special  flyers  for  this 
day,  and  also  develop  a visual  presentation  based  on  our  skit 
"Un-Cover  the  Cover-Up". 

PARADE  ENDS  AT  "EX"  - GET  INTO  THE  CNE  FREE!  The  route  is  along 
Queen  Street  West  and  south  on  Dufferin  to  the  CNE.  You  can  join  us 
enroute.  On  arrival  at  the  CNE  Dufferin  Gates,  Parade  participants  enter 
the  EX  grounds  free-of-charge.  Bring  the  family  and  make  a day  of  it! 

The  parade  mobilizing  area  is  University  Avenue  in  downtown  Toronto. 

The  contingents  begin  leaving  at  9:30  am.  At  the  present  time  we  don't 
know  the  line-up,  so  we  have  no  idea  whether  we  will  have  to  leave 
University  Ave.  at  9:30  am  SHARP!  or  if  we  might  be  standing  around 
for  quite  a while  longer.  Further  details  will  be  released  by  poster,  fax 
and  email  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  Parade,  but  please  MAKE 
PLANS  NOW  to  attend.  If  you  don't  get  a second  notice,  call 
416-537-3520  for  more  information  after  the  25th  of  August. 

"BLUE  INDIANS" 

We  join  the  Labour  Day  Parade  in  an  act  of  solidarity  with  the 
organized  workers'  movement.  Labour  and  Aboriginal  activists 
understand  that  in  the  emerging  global  economy  all  working  poor, 
unemployed  and  marginalized  persons,  regardless  of  race,  gender 
or  age,  are  experiencing  the  historical  fate  of  "Indians".  Dohn  Trudell 
(co-accused  of  Leonard  Peltier)  has  recently  produced  a CD  with 
the  song  "Blue  Indians"  which  addresses  this  topic: 

"Blue  Indians,  being  pulled  into  melting  pots 
Ruling  Class  rules  the  have  and  the  have-nots 
Industrial  reservation  - tyranny  stakes  its  claim 
Blue  Indians,  emotional  siege  and  civilized  stain" 

We  are  all  subject  to  the  greed  of  the  multinationals,  through 
their  emerging  global  trade  agreements  which  permit  them 
untrammeled  access  to  the  cheapest  possible  labour  and  the 
most  lenient  environmental  controls  and  labour  laws.  In  this  way, 
the  international  business  community  of  the  1990' s resembles  the 
international  merchant  sector  which  initiated  the  voyages  to  the 
"New  World"  - thus  beginning  hundreds  of  years  of  exploitation, 
genocide  and  misery  for  the  Aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Turtle  Island. 

Our  opponents  are  powerful  in  money  and  greed,  but  we  have  justice 
and  numbers  on  our  side.  We  must  pull  together  with  our  allies  NOW, 
while  the  rewards  are  still  worth  winning. 

ALL  OUT  ON  SEPTEMBER  6th 

If  you  don't  live  in  Toronto  or  close  by,  try  to  think  of  some  way  you 
can  get  out  and  be  seen  on  September  6th.  There  may  be  a Labour 
Day  event  sponsored  by  the  Labour  Council  in  your  area,  or  you  may 
feel  more  comfortable  with  some  other  kind  of  action  or  commemorative 
event.  Let  us  know  if  you  are  planning  something,  so  we  can  promote  it. 


The  main  thing  is:  KEEP  THE  ISSUE  ALIVE!  We  lose  - BIG  TIME!  - 
if  this  ceases  to  be  an  issue  of  public  concern. 

FOUR  YEARS  AND  NO  ANSWERS 

On  September  6,  1999,  it  will  be  four  years  since  the  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  assault  at  Ipperwash  Park  took  the  life  of  Anthony 
O'Brien  "Dudley"  George.  That  same  night,  Bernard  "Slippery"  George, 
a Kettle  Point  Band  Councillor,  was  almost  fatally  beaten  by  a gang  of 
riot  police.  His  crime?  He  was  making  a speech  asking  the  OPP  to  be 
less  confrontational  with  the  protestors.  Members  of  Dudley's  family 
were  arbitrarily  arrested  as  they  sought  medical  aid  for  Dudley.  We 
already  have  a lot  of  information,  but  we  must  push  for  an  Inquiry 
until  these  questions  are  answered: 

* Who  ordered  the  massive  OPP  deployment? 

* What  was  the  financial  cost  of  this  deployment? 

* What  was  the  objective  for  the  deployment  of  police? 

* Was  there  ANY  evidence  that  the  protest  constituted 
any  serious  threat  to  the  surrounding  community? 

* The  right  to  non-violent  protest  is  a guaranteed  human  right: 
on  the  basis  of  what  threat  to  Canada's  security  was  this 
right  over-ridden? 

* Why  were  the  tried-and-true  OPP  techniques,  of  responding  to 
non-violent  protest  with  non-violent  control  methods,  abandoned 
in  favour  of  approaches  which  had  already  been  proven  to  be 
dangerous? 

* Why  have  the  land,  treaty  and  inherent  rights  of  the  Stoney 
Point  People  been  violated  for  so  long? 

When  these  questions  are  answered,  through  a full,  impartial. 

Public  Inquiry,  we  will  know  if  Canada  really  does  honour  the 
principles  of  universal  human  rights. 

Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry,  c/o  Turtle  Island  Support  Group 
Donations  and  Information: 

P.0.  Box  111,  Station  C,  Toronto,  Ontario  M6I  3M7 
Telephone:  416-537-3520 
FAX:  416-538-2559 

E-Mail  Ann  Pohl:  annpohl@interlog.com 

URL:  http://www.web.net/~inquiry 

TO  SUPPORT  CIVIL,  DEMOCRATIC  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS, 

AND  ABORIGINAL  SOVEREIGNTY,  PLEASE  30IN  US. 

Advocate  "Injustice  anywhere  is  threat  to  justice  everywhere." 
--Russell  Mitchell  URL:  http://www.nt.net/~russell/index.html 
Petition  for  a Public  Inquiry  of  Ipperwash 
~ The  Death  Of  Dudley  George  ~ 

Print  Version:  http://www.nt.net/~russell/george.htm 
Electronic  Version:  http://www.nt.net/~russell/petition.html 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 
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Hundreds  gather  to  remember  young  man 
DEENA  WINTER 
c.  Bismarck  Tribune 
Duly  18,  1999 


MOBRIDGE,  S.D.  --  Hundreds  of  people  solemnly  joined  a five-mile 
"spiritual  walk"  in  Mobridge  Saturday  in  memory  of  Robert  "Boo"  Many 
Horses  Dr.,  a 22-year-old  Mobridge  man  whose  body  was  found  stuffed  into  a 
garbage  can  on  Dune  30. 

Four  Mobridge  teen-agers  have  been  charged  in  connection  with  the 
beating  death  of  Many  Horses,  a Native  American.  Layne  Gisi,  19,  is 
charged  with  second-degree  murder  and  aggravated  assault,  and  three  other 
teen-agers  are  charged  with  aiding  and  abetting  him. 

All  of  the  teen-agers  are  white  --  which  has  prompted  many  Native 
Americans  to  speculate  that  the  murder  may  have  been  racially  motivated. 
Many  of  the  walkers  are  angry  that  the  four  teen-age  defendants  have  all 
been  released  on  $10,000  bonds,  and  fear  that  justice  will  not  be  done. 

"We  view  it  as  a hate  crime,"  said  Faith  Taken  Alive,  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Saturday's  walk. 

In  addition  to  demanding  justice,  the  procession  was  also  designed  to 
foster  peace  rather  than  heighten  racial  tension  in  the  small  community  of 
Mobridge,  which  is  just  across  the  border  from  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux 
Reservation . 

The  mood  of  the  walkers  matched  the  weather:  dreary  and  dark.  It 
drizzled  throughout  the  day,  prompting  many  people  to  make  the  journey  by 
car.  The  procession  of  walkers,  horseback  riders  and  vehicles  was  about  a 
mile  long.  They  began  at  a boat  landing  north  of  Mobridge  and  ended  at  the 
site  where  Many  Horses'  body  was  found,  in  a dirty  alley  in  the  heart  of 
Mobridge.  As  the  large  group  of  people  congregated  around  the  murder  site, 
tribal  leaders  led  a religious  ceremony  in  Many  Horses'  honor.  They 
welcomed  the  rain  --  which  some  thought  helped  keep  the  crowd  subdued  -- 
and  viewed  it  as  a purifying  force.  The  spiritual  leaders  decried  racism 
and  called  for  peace,  and  an  end  to  the  divide  between  whites  and  Indians. 

The  walk  was  closely  monitored  by  law  enforcement,  who  had  a heavy 
presence  throughout  the  day.  The  county  sheriff  had  called  in  nine  Highway 
Patrol  troopers,  nine  county  sheriffs  or  deputies,  four  game  wardens,  one 
U.S.  Corps  of  Engineers  officer  and  eight  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
officers.  The  sheriff,  Duane  Mohr,  said  he  didn't  anticipate  any  violent 
outbreaks,  he  just  needed  help  clearing  the  route  to  protect  the  walkers. 

Most  of  the  people  who  attended  the  walk  were  Native  Americans.  Among 
the  few  whites  in  the  crowd  were  Many  Horses'  foster  mother,  Lila  Marter. 
Since  1967,  Marter  has  taken  in  about  50  foster  children,  but  by  last  year 
Many  Horses  was  the  only  remaining  foster  child  living  with  her.  Even 
though  she'd  given  up  foster  care,  she  said  "there  was  never  any  question" 
that  she'd  keep  Many  Horses  as  long  as  he  wanted  to  stay. 

She'd  cared  for  him  since  he  came  to  her  at  three  months  of  age.  He  was 
born  prematurely  and  diagnosed  with  fetal  alcohol  syndrome.  Many  Horses 
weighed  just  over  3 pounds  at  birth,  and  never  quite  caught  up  with  the 
other  kids  in  height.  When  he  died,  he  was  just  4-foot-ll.  His  small  size 
and  disfigured  face  made  his  foster  mother  a little  over-protective  during 
his  childhood,  but  Marter  said  kids  didn't  seem  to  pick  on  him. 

"He  had  too  many  bodyguards,"  she  said.  "Everybody  loved  him.  Everybody 
enjoyed  him." 

But  now,  as  she  struggles  to  understand  why  someone  would  kill  her  son, 
Marter  wonders  whether  he  was  secretly  being  taunted  and  teased  by  other 
kids,  and  didn't  tell  her. 

"Maybe  he  felt  ...  'Well,  I'm  22  years  old  now,  I don't  have  to  tell  Mom 
my  problems, ' " Marter  said. 

Since  he  died,  she  has  been  told  that  he  had  previously  been  "picked  on" 
--  and  once  pushed  off  his  bike  --  by  a teen-ager. 

Most  Mobridge  residents  knew  Many  Horses  as  the  guy  who  swept  the  gym 
floor  during  halftime  at  basketball  games.  It  was  a job  he  began  in  grade 
school  --  and  relished.  On  Saturday,  that  gym  was  empty  but  the  floor 
below  was  filled  with  mourners  who  gathered  there  for  lunch  after  the  walk 
ended.  Because  of  the  fetal  syndrome.  Many  Horses  was  slower  in  the 
classroom,  and  attended  special  education  classes  before  eventually  being 
mainstreamed  into  a regular  classroom. 

"A  lot  of  times  he  couldn't  think  fast  enough  --  you  know,  comprehend 
things,"  Marter  said. 

He  graduated  from  Mobridge  High  School  last  year,  and  had  won  a 


scholarship  to  attend  Sitting  Bull  College  in  Fort  Yates.  His  mother  said 
he  had  an  alcohol  problem  and  was  about  to  enter  a treatment  program,  and 
previously  had  been  charged  with  shoplifting,  buying  alcohol  for  minors 
and  vandalizing  a country  club. 

Law  enforcement  officials  will  not  comment  on  a possible  motive;  they 
have  only  said  alcohol  was  a factor.  Attorneys  for  the  teens  have  said 
they  expect  the  charges  to  be  reduced  once  the  autopsy  report  is  complete. 
Citizens  of  Mobridge  have  widely  varying  views  on  whether  there  is  racial 
tension  in  their  city,  and  Many  Horses'  murder  has  made  everything  murkier. 
The  county  sheriff  said  there's  not  as  much  racism  "as  some  people  want  to 
believe  there  is,"  but  the  murder  has  heightened  the  racial  tension  in  the 
community. 

"Any  times  something  like  this  happens...  people  tend  to  bring  that  up 
as  a point  immediately,"  Mohr  said. 

For  now,  the  community  can  only  speculate  as  to  why  Many  Horses  was 
stuffed  into  a garbage  can.  His  foster  mother  isn't  sure  she  wants  to  know 
how  he  ended  up  there.  She  only  knows  that  he  didn't  belong  there.  "He  was 
never  a piece  of  garbage,"  Marter  said.  "Why  they  had  to  stick  him  in  a 
garbage  can  --  that's  what  makes  it  so  bad.  He  was  a human  being." 

"RE : Tribal  Law  Used  Against  the  U.S."  

Date:  Mon,  9 Aug  1999  19:04:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Jason  Spaulding  <kenny_lives_76@yahoo.com> 

Subj : Tribal  Law  Used  Against  U.S. 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

A great  conflict  of  laws  bonus  final  question. 

Under  interest  analysis,  there  appears  to  be  no  New  Mexico  state 
defendant  to  protect  by  the  limitation  of  liability;  thus  tribal  law  (full 
compensation)  should  apply. 

I don't  know  of  any  old  First  Restatement  cases  on  applying  tribal  law 
within  an  American  state  context. 

Second  Restatement,  the  center  of  gravity  is  the  res;  thus  tribal  law 
should  apply  (assuming  that  the  NDN  res  is  the  equivalent  of  a state  for 
choice  of  laws  purposes;  I know  of  no  cases  on  this  point.)  The  place  of 
treatment  was  not  merely  fortuitous. 

The  closest  analogy  that  springs  to  mind  is  from  Kenya,  where  the 
English  common  law  tradition  is  overlaid  with  tribal  law.  My  conflicts 
prof  had  done  some  consulting  with  the  Kenyan  courts.  The  Kikuyu  view 
cattle  larceny  as  BAD,  and  awarded  punitive  damages,  at  least  treble 
actual  damages.  The  Masai  view  cattle  larceny  more  like  a sporting  event 
and  limit  damages  to  actual  damages.  My  prof  developed  a Boolean  truth 
table  for  interest  analysis  depending  on  the  tribe  of  the  perpetrator  and 
victim  to  do  justice  in  these  cases.  Of  course,  in  US  courts,  there  are 
parameters  of  the  5th  and  14th  viewing  either  race  or  nationality  as 
suspect  classifications. 

A fascinating  case... 

From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Monday,  August  9,  1999 

Tribal  Law  Used  in  Negligence  Suit  Against  the  U.S. 
http : //www. a bq journal . com/news/3news08-09-99. htm 
By  Scott  Sandlin 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

A precedent-setting  case  in  which  a federal  judge  decided  to  apply  tribal 
law  in  a wrongful  death  claim  against  the  United  States  was  settled  last 
week  as  the  trial  was  to  take  place. 

Despite  vehement  opposition  from  the  Department  of  Justice,  U.S. 

District  Judge  Martha  Vazquez  refused  to  back  off  a June  ruling  to  use 
Acoma  tribal  law  in  a medical  negligence  suit  over  the  death  of  Michael 
Cheromiah  Jr. 

That  meant  the  New  Mexico  medical  malpractice  damages  limit  of  $600,000 
wouldn't  apply  --  and  the  family  potentially  could  have  won  a much  higher 


award  from  the  judge. 

There  is  no  damages  cap  in  Acoma  tribal  law.  Cheromiah,  a 21-year-old 
member  of  Laguna  Pueblo  who  loved  to  rodeo  and  country-western  dance,  died 
Nov.  4,  1995.  His  mother  is  from  Acoma  Pueblo,  and  his  father  is  from 
Laguna  Pueblo. 

Severe  chest  pains  had  sent  him  to  the  Acoma-Canoncito-Laguna  Hospital 
emergency  room  four  times  in  five  days.  Three  times,  he  was  sent  home  with 
orders  to  take  ibuprofen  and  get  bed  rest. 

The  fourth  time,  he  was  taken  by  ambulance  to  Presbyterian  Hospital  in 
Albuquerque,  but  treatment  by  cardiac  specialists  came  too  late.  A fluid 
buildup  around  his  heart  literally  squeezed  the  life  out  of  him. 

On  Thursday,  the  Cheromiah  family  signed  papers  awarding  them  $675,000. 
At  the  insistence  of  his  mother,  Diane  Cheromiah,  who  filed  suit  on  his 
behalf,  $75,000  will  go  to  improve  ACL  Hospital  emergency  room  services 
over  a three-year  period  as  a memorial  to  Michael. 

Government  lawyers  referred  comment  to  the  Dustice  Department's  public 
information  office,  which  didn't  respond  to  Dournal  inquiries  Friday.  But 
the  Dustice  Department  was  clearly  dismayed  with  the  court's  decision  to 
use  tribal  law  in  the  case  --  a first  in  the  nation. 

The  Federal  Tort  Claims  Act,  which  waives  the  government's  usual 
immunity  for  wrongful  acts,  orders  federal  district  courts  to  apply  "the 
law  of  the  place  where  the  act  or  omission  occurred." 

Dustice  Department  lawyers  argued  "the  law  of  the  place"  meant  the  law 
of  the  state  --  a position  embraced  by  two  other  federal  judges  in  New 
Mexico  in  similar  cases. 

In  written  briefs,  Dustice  lawyers  said  the  applicable  law  must  be  pre- 
existing, articulated  and  accessible  --  that  is,  written  law  --  and  Acoma 
law  relies  to  at  least  some  extent  on  oral  tradition. 

"An  individual's  liability  should  not  be  determined  by  rules  or  laws 
that  (an)  individual  has  no  way  to  discover,"  they  said. 

Albuquerque  attorneys  Randi  McGinn  and  Kimberly  Richards,  who 
represented  Diane  Cheromiah  in  the  suit,  sought  an  opposite  ruling. 
Applying  state  law,  with  its  damages  cap,  would  violate  the  Cheromiah 
family's  due  process  rights,  they  argued. 

It  would  also  "create  a special  class  of  New  Mexico  citizens  --  Native 
Americans  --  who  would  not  be  allowed  to  fully  recover  damages  caused  by 
the  medical  malpractice  of  government  hospitals  and  hospital  employees." 

In  order  to  be  protected  by  the  malpractice  cap,  hospitals  have  to  meet 
certain  criteria  and  pay  into  a fund.  No  nonfederal  hospital  in  the  state 
in  1995  received  the  protection  of  the  malpractice  damages  cap,  according 
to  the  plaintiffs. 

And  the  United  States  not  only  committed  medical  malpractice  on  Michael 
Cheromiah,  but  also  regularly  does  so  to  other  Native  Americans  at  the  end 
of  each  federal  fiscal  year  when  Indian  hospitals  are  perennially  short  of 
cash,  the  Cheromiah  lawyers  argued. 

They  were  poised  to  introduce  exhibits  showing,  for  instance,  that  on  a 
per  person  basis,  the  federal  government  spends  almost  three  times  as  much 
on  health  care  to  federal  prisoners  as  it  does  on  Native  Americans  through 
the  Indian  Health  Service. 

For  Diane  Cheromiah,  the  policy  issues  take  shape  in  her  continuing 

grief  over  losing  Michael,  the  oldest  of  four  children  in  a 

close-knit  family. 

Michael  played  tackle  on  the  football  team  at  Grants  High  School  and 
loved  livestock  and  rodeos.  He  went  from  trick-or-treating  as  a rodeo 
clown  when  he  was  young  to  perennially  sporting  a black  Resistol  western 
hat  and  latching  on  to  an  ambition  to  be  a bull  rider. 

"We  told  him  'You're  too  tall.  Your  feet  will  scrape  the  ground,'  " 

Diane  Cheromiah  said  of  Michael,  slim  and  athletic  at  6 feet  1 inch  tall. 

After  getting  a job  with  the  state  highway  department  in  1993,  he  moved 
around  to  places  like  Quemado  and  Cuba  working  on  road  building,  but  he 
always  came  home  on  weekends. 

That's  where  he  was  when  the  chest  pains,  fever  and  vomiting  began  on 
Oct.  31,  1995.  That  day,  he  went  to  the  emergency  room  complaining  of 
chest  pain  on  his  left  side  and  was  sent  home. 


He  went  back  Nov.  2,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  and  was  given  an 
intravenous  injection  for  dehydration  and  again  sent  home. 

Michael  was  back  at  the  hospital  less  than  12  hours  later  complaining  of 
chest  pain  aggravated  by  lying  down  and  difficulty  breathing,  and  was 
again  sent  home  without  a cardiac  exam. 

"At  one  point,"  Diane  Cheromiah  said,  "he  told  his  sister  his  pain  was 
so  bad  he  wanted  to  die." 

Diane  was  getting  ready  to  do  the  laundry  when  her  daughter,  Celena  came 
running  in  to  say  Michael  was  getting  stiff  and  groaning.  As  he  lost 
consciousness,  the  family  summoned  an  ambulance. 

At  the  ACL  hospital,  a new  doctor  interpreted  test  results  as  shock  from 
constriction  of  the  heart  and  referred  him  immediately  to  specialists  in 
Albuquerque. 

Cheromiah  family  lawyers  said  because  he  was  young  and  healthy,  he  could 
have  been  saved  if  he'd  gotten  adequate  medical  treatment. 

Government  lawyers  argued  that  while  tragic,  Michael's  death  was  the 
result  of  rare  complication  of  a viral  syndrome  for  which  there  is  no 
specific  therapy  and  the  doctors  at  the  Acoma  hospital  were  not  at  fault. 
Diane  Cheromiah  was  determined  to  seek  some  change. 

On  the  Friday  before  trial,  she  was  offered  $600,000  to  settle  the  case, 
but  turned  it  down  because  it  wouldn't  change  anything  at  the  hospital. 

She  agreed  to  the  deal  when  the  local  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  found  $75, 

000  that  could  be  included  to  improve  hospital  services. 

"I'm  glad  it's  over,"  she  said  in  an  interview  last  week,  "but  not  a day 
goes  by  that  I don't  miss  my  son." 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  1 August  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system.  They  have  asked  that  I submit 
their  names  to  Wotanging  Ikche' s Native  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  list  --  which  I am 
doing.  I'm  also  broadcasting  their  names  to  others  on  lists  I believe  may 
include  interested  individuals. 

Please  select  one  of  these  guys  and  write.  I've  met  them  all  personally  and 

1 believe  any  of  them  would  be  a worthwhile  correspondent.  Because  of  the 
strange  regulations  of  the  prison  system,  believe  it  or  not,  I MAY  NOT  write 
to  any  of  them  because  I meet  with  them  face  to  face  in  the  prison.  If  this 
were  not  so,  I certainly  would  write  them  myself. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 


study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5'7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair 

Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 
Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Florse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Singing  Wire"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Dul  1999  01:48:36  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : Singing  Wire... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Listening  to  all  your  voices  and  of  hopes,  dreams  and  desires  makes  up 
a song  that  is  like  none  other.  There  is  music  in  it  and  makes  the 
singing  wire. 

It  reminds  me  this  summer  day  of  the  ol'  Indian  sitting  on  a horse  up 
against  the  telegraph  pole  listening  to  the  singing  wires  on  a long 

day. .. .All  of  you  where  ever  you  are,  sing Can't  you  hear  it 

in  all  these  places  we  call  home,  we  sing  about  our  land  and  people, 

even  across  the  oceans I can  hear  it  and  it  sounds  so  sweet  with 

the  voices  of  your  thoughts listen.... oh  how  nice  it  is across 

time,  age  and  places  a horse  could  not  travel ... .the  singing  wire 
carries  the  song  of  all  of  you  here  and  it  is  good.... so  I end  this  day 
listening  to  your  sweet  song. 

"RE : Poem:  Lonely  Walk"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  19:41:16  -0500 

From:  Nokwisa  <swillett@RO.COM> 

Subject:  lonely  walk 

lonely  walk 

the  children  cried 
leaving  long  cleaned 
salty  streaks 
down  dirtied  faces 
eyes 

swollen  with  the  pain 
of  generations 
battles  and  conflicts 
plagues  and  internal  strife 
swollen  little  bellies 
of  emptiness 
forgotten  babes 
their  barefoot  plodding 
through  the  wasteland 
alone 

to  quench  their  thirst 
too  busy 
too  busy 

those  that  would  guide  them 
in  knowing  the  plants 
to  ease  their  pangs 
forgotten  babes 
no  nighttime  lullaby 
soft  words  on  the  wind 
the  children  cried 

nokwisa  c.1999 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Aug  99  21:42:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  15-21 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 
15 

Tiny  lights  bob  in  the  darkness  as  paper  boats  carry  them 


out  to  sea  on  the  evening  tide  --  we  are  one  with  our  past. 

16 


The  gecko  sings  inside  my  home,  blessing  it. 

17 

The  bird  of  paradise  flower  erupts  with  bright  color  amidst 
the  green  coolness  of  the  ferns. 

18 

Arise  with  joy  to  greet  the  day! 

19 

Accept  what  cannot  be  easily  explained. 

20 


Sculpting  molten  lava  is  an  act  of  devotion  only  a few 
artists  can  perform. 

21 

Nature  can  provide  healing  for  many  ills. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Peace  Treaty  Unity  Ride  1999 


Date:  Sun,  08  Aug  1999  13:25:45  -0600 
From:  Adell  Kinsman  <adell@sunsinger.com> 
Subj : Peace  Treaty  Unity  Ride  1999 


PEACE  TREATY  UNITY  RIDE,  1999 


First  of  all...  WELCOME  ALL  RIDERS  !!!! 


A Pipe  Ceremony  will  start  this  years  event  on  Dune  12,  1999  in 
Gardiner,  Montana.  (We  will  travel  from  North  Yellowstone  Mt.  to  Flopi 
Nation  Arizona) 

Everyone  is  welcome  to  come  and  join  us  on  this  SPIRITUAL  DOURNEY. 

These  rides  began  with  the  Chief  Sitting  Bull  and  Chief  Bigfoot  memorial 
rides,  held  on  December  15th  through  the  29th,  1986-1989.  Next  came  the 
Wiping  of  the  Tears  / Mending  the  Sacred  Floop  Ride  in  1990.  These  riders 
were  foretold  through  visions  and  dreams  of  several  red  men  who  dreamed 
that  the  mending  of  the  sacred  hoop  was  at  hand,  and  it  was  time  to 
prepare  the  sacred  Seventh  generation. 

The  prophecies  of  the  Elders  was,  that  it  would  take  seven  Generations, 
(our  Children  and  Grandchildren) , before  the  sacred  hoop  would  be 
mended.  That  time  is  near. 

The  Sitting  Bull  and  Bigfoot  Riders  completed  their  sacred  rides  with 
the  Wopila  Ride  held  in  Dec.  1992.  At  that  time  members  of  the  seventh 
Generation  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  were  given  the  vision  to 
ride  into  Canada  to  meet  their  relatives  who  have  been  living  there  for 
the  past  hundred  years  or  more. 

The  purpose  of  this  was  to  fulfil  the  prophecies  of  the  Elders  and 
to  reunite  the  RED  NATIONS.  These  Spiritual  Rides  became  known  as  the 
UNITY  RIDES. 

The  first  Unity  Ride  started  in  1993  at  the  Medicine  Rock  located  on  the 
Standing  Rock  Sioux  Reservation  in  North  Dakota.  They  proceeded  north 
four  hundred  miles  to  the  BirdTail  Dakota  Reserve  in  Manitoba,  Canada. 

This  Spiritual  Ride  was  the  first  time  in  over  a hundred  years  that 
Lakota  Nakota  and  Dakota  rode  north  into  Canada  since  the  return  of 
Chief  Sitting  Bull  in  1881.  Two  weeks  later  the  Unity  ride  rode  South  to 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  for  a total  of  three 
hundred  miles. 

The  second  Unity  Ride,  in  1994,  started  at  Rosebud  Lakota  Reservation  in 
South  Dakota,  and  proceeded  North  one  thousand  miles  to  the  Pheasant 
Rump  Nakota  Reservation  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Riders  from  the  Lakota, 
Dakota  and  Nakota  were  joined  by  riders  from  the  Mandan,  Hidatsa, 

Arikarar,  Chippewa,  and  Ojibway/Cree  Nations.  This  was  the  first  time  in 
hundreds  of  years  that  these  Nations  have  united  and  rode  together  as 


foretold  through  Dreams  and  Prophecies. 

The  third  Unity  Ride,  in  1995,  started  at  Pheasant  Rump  Nakota  Reserve 
and  ended  approximately  five  hundred  miles  later  at  Wahpeton  Dakota 
Reserve  in  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 

The  fourth  Unity  Ride  in  1996  started  at  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan, 
Canada,  and  headed  south  to  Sacred  Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte,  Wyoming,  in 
conjunction  with  the  WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY,  fourteen  hundred  miles. 

The  Unity  Riders  completed  their  Woplia  Ride  in  1997  from  Green  Grass, 
South  Dakota  to  the  BirdTail  Dakota  Reserve,  Manitoba,  Canada,  one 
thousand  miles. 

In  1998,  Treaty  Unity  Ride  started  on  the  Standing  Rock  Dakota 
Reservation  to  reaffirm  the  1851-1868  treaties. 

The  1999  ride  will  begin  at  North  Yellowstone,  Gardiner,  Montana,  and 
proceed  east  through  Bear  Tooth  Pass  to  Crow  Agency,  Montana. 

Tatanta  Chante 

<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+> 

"I  am  going  to  venture,  that  the  man  who  sat  on  the  ground  in  his 
Tipi,  meditating  on  life,  and  its  meaning  accepting  the  kinship  of  all 
creatures  and  acknowledging  unity  with  the  Universe  of  things,  was 
infusing  into  his  Being  the  true  essence  of  Civilization." 

(1868P-1939  ) Chief  Standing  Bear 
Oglala  Sioux  Chief 

<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+> 

Having  the  greatest  respect  for  Natural  Law  and  feeling  honored 
to  participate  in  this  event.  To  participate  with  the  Elders  in  Prayers 
& Ceremonies  that  will  be  held  along  this  Spiritual  ride.  We  are 
absolutely  forbidding  any  alcohol,  drugs  or  fire  arms.  Each  day  of  this 
spiritual  journey  is  filled  with  prayers  and  songs,  "and  should  be 
thought  of  as  a ceremony  in  itself".  All  along  this  journey  we  are  going 
to  be  riding  through  sacred  sites  old  campsites  etc.  So  keep  your 
thoughts  good  ones  and  be  aware  that  the  person  riding  next  to  you  maybe 
in  prayer.  The  road  maybe  hard  at  times,  but  keep  an  open  mind  and  a 
good  heart.  Try  to  sacrifice  without  complaint  and  remember  that  humor 
is  contagious  and  encouraged.  This  ride  is  the  first  step  in  getting  our 
people  to  unite  in  spirituality. 
<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+> 

Regulations : 

There  is  a few  things  that  should  be  stated  due  to  the  length  of  this  ride. 
Conditioning  of  the  horse  makes  it  a lot  easier  on  the  horse  and 
the  rider.  The  horse  will  have  shoes.  ( gravel  roads,  rough  terrain, 
etc.)  Everyone  is  responsible  for  their  own  horse.  Feeding,  watering, 
graining,  grooming,  along  the  way.  Anyone  with  stallions  has  to  be  more 
attentive  to  insure  the  safety  of  other  horses  and  riders.  Because  we 
are  crossing  different  nations  and  state  boundaries  the  horse  will  need 
a blood  test  (Coggins)  which  is  good  for  six  months.  Your  local 
veterinarian  can  do  the  test. 

What  you  bring  in  you  bring  out. 

Here  is  a short  list  of  some  of  the  things  you  may  need: 

* Warm  clothing 

* Rain  gear 

* Tent  or  canvas  bedroll 

* Sleeping  bag 

* Mess  kit  (plate,  bowl,  fork  spoon  knife,  etc.) 

* Shaving  kit  (tooth  brush,  paste,  etc.) 

* Soap  & towel 

* Swimming  trunks 
All  my  relations, 

Tatanta  Chante 
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To:  All  Nations,  Organizations,  Groups  and  individuals  interested  in 
coming  together  to  assist  in  finding  a peaceful  solution  to  the 
mismanagement  problems  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  and  to  form  Unity 
among  all  Nations. 

From:  Unity  Riders  and  One  People,  One  Nation 


Date:  Dune  7,1999 

Re:  Unity  and  Peace  among  All  Nations,  in  finding  solutions  to  the 
management  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo 

On  May  20-21,1999  the  Yellowstone  National  Parks  sponsored  a meeting  of 
Nations  to  discuss  the  management  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Herd. 

Nations  were  invited  to  present  their  views  and  to  come  to  the  table  in 
a peaceful  manner.  Many  people  had  many  different  views,  however,  we  all 
had  one  thing  in  common... the  future  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo. 

On  Dune  2,1999  a healing  sweat  was  conducted  on  the  Yellowstone  River 
just  North  of  Gardnier,  Montana.  Many  prayers  were  sent  to  assist  us  in 
finding  the  direction  we  should  take  to  bring  Nations  together 
surrounding  the  issues  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo. 

On  Dune  3,1999,  Gary  Silk  (Unity  Riders)  and  Gloria  Wells-Norlin, 

(One  People,  One  Nation,)  began  the  process  of  bringing  the  two 
Organizations  into  one.  We  looked  for  the  issues  we  had  in  common  and 
how  we  could  bring  Nations  together  in  a peaceful  manner.  We  shared  the 
hopes  and  visions  for  our  Children,  Our  Elders  and  our  Buffalo. 

One  Dune  12,  1999  the  Unity  Riders  will  leave  Gardnier,  Montana,  at 
approx.  10:00,  A.M.  to  begin  the  1999  Unity  Ride.  On  Dune  20,1999,  the 
Riders  will  be  at  the  Big  Medicine  Lodge  at  Crow  to  offer  a pipe  to 
Sundance  Chief,  Larsen  Medicine  Horse. 

Our  goals  for  the  first  leg  of  this  ride  is  to  have  as  many  nations 
represented  at  the  Big  Medicine  Lodge  as  possible  to  enable  One  People, 

One  Nation  and  the  Unity  Riders  to  give  presentation  and  information  on 
the  issues  surrounding  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo. 

While  we  realize  this  is  very  short  notice,  we  trust  that  those  who 
are  able  to  attend  are  the  People  we  need  to  share  our 
information  with  at  that  time. 

We  have  attached  an  agenda  for  the  Unity  Rides,  in  the  event  you  are 
unable  to  attend  this  first  meeting,  there  will  be  many  more  for  your 
consideration.  It  is  so  very  important  that  you  support  the  Riders  and 
therefore  bring  about  change  for  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo. 

For  more  information  please  contact  One  People,  One  Nation  406-582-4815, 
or  Unity  Riders  at  406-848-7944. 

Leave  a message  and  we  will  return  your  call. 

Donations  can  be  mailed  to  111  South  Grand  Ave.,  Bozeman,  Mt.  59715 
AHO! 

We  are  happy  to  provide  a drug  and  alcohol  free  environment! 
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Dune  4,  1999 

Subject:  Unity  Ride  1999 
Dear  Chairman  Wyan  Tayor  Dr; 

They  call  me  ( Buffalo  Heart  ) Tatanta  Chante.  We  have  been  riding  for 
Unity  for  the  past  12  years.  It  was  brought  out  that  its  our 
responsibility  as  care  takers  of  Mother  Earth.  We  follow  the  Creator's 
Natural  Law,  in  Healing  and  Unity.  We  rode  many  rides  north  to  unite  our 

people.  We  ride  in  prayer  for  all  nations  to  unite  as  one  people.  It's  a 

hard  journey  on  horse  back,  but  we  are  riding  for  unity  for  all  nations 
to  help  stop  the  destruction  of  Mother  Earth.  We  ride  strong  for  the 
children  and  unborn  yet  to  come.  We  will  not  forget  the  past  but 
complete  the  circle  by  riding  so  we  can  have  a better  world.  Our  only 
hope  is  through  restoring  balance  through  healing  ourselves  and  Mother 
Earth,  so  we  can  in-turn  help  others  heal  themselves.  We  all  have  the 

same  message  in  a simple  way.  The  time  is  now  to  talk  about  these  things 

to  the  people.  We  speak  one  language.  We  are  all  human  beings.  We  can 
bring  peace  and  justice  in  a peaceful  way  by  doing  these  rides.  It's 
time  that  human  beings  work  together  and  think  about  Unity.  It  will 
create  self  purification  and  purify  Mother  Earth  as  well.  These  stories 
have  been  past  down  through  centuries.  It  talks  about  a time  when  the 
Buffalo  People  emerged  from  the  Wind  Cave  in  Black  Hills,  South  Dakota. 

The  story  tells  when  the  two  legged  and  the  four  legged  had  a race 
around  the  Black  Hills.  The  two  legged  won  and  from  that  time  on  the 
Buffalo  helped  us  to  survive.  So  we  follow  the  Buffalo,  it  became  a way 
of  life  to  us.  The  Hopi  say,  "Take  care  of  this  world  through  prayer. 


meditation,  ceremony,  and  fasting".  By  performing  ceremonies  to  restore 
balance,  there  will  be  a gentle  rain.  Grass  and  flowers  will  grow 
strong,  butterflies  and  birds  will  come.  That's  the  future  we  are  trying 
to  hold  onto.  These  rides  have  served  to  reunite  the  scattered  bands  and 
the  different  nations  which  had  previously  been  enemies,  and  to  awaken 
the  ancient  sacred  sites  and  tie  their  power  together  into  a net  of 
lively  natural  law.  These  rides  have  brought  the  people  a greater 
awareness  of  who  they  are  and  the  importance  that  each  individual  holds 
for  keeping  a balance  between  man  and  all  parts  of  nature.  These  rides 
have  been  especially  important  for  the  youth.  It  seems  to  be  of  ultimate 
importance  that  the  native  nations  now  move  to  take  their  rightful  place 
among  the  family  of  nations  of  the  world. 

All  my  relations, 

Tatanta  Chante 
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UNITY  RIDE,  1999 

Agenda  for  August 

1st  - Andes,  SD  - Santee,  NE 

3rd  - Santee,  NE  - Randolph,  NE 

4th  - 5th,  Randolph,  NE  - Winnebago,  NE 

6th  - Winnebago,  NE  - Oakland,  NE 

7th  - Oakland,  NE  - Fremont,  NE  Lake  Recreation  Area 

8th  - Fremont,  NE  Lake  Recreation  Area  - Columbus,  NE 

9th  - Columbus,  NE  - Kenland  City,  NE 

10th  - 11th  - Kenland  City,  NE  - Grand  Island,  NE 

12th  - Grand  Island,  NE  - Kearney,  NE 

13th  - Kearney,  NE  - Lexington,  NE 

14th  - Lexington,  NE  - Gothenburg,  NE 

15th  - Gothenburg,  NE  - North  Platte,  NE 

16th  - 17th,  North  Platte,  NE  - Ogallala,  NE 

18th  - Ogallala,  NE  - Ovid,  CO 

19th  - Ovid,  CO  - Sterling,  CO 

20th  - Sterling,  CO  - Fort  Morgan,  CO 

<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+> 

What  you  can  do  to  help:  We  need  donations  for  gas, 
food,  and  horse  feed.  Also,  a 6 x 14  horse  trailer  is 
needed  for  the  Unity  Rides. 
<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+>=<+> 

Gary  Silk,  Unity  Riders 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  9 August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

August  12  - 15 

Omak  Stampede  Indian  Encampment 
Colville  Confederated  Tribes 
Omak,  Washington 
(509)  826-4218 

August  12  - 15 

78th  Gallup  Inter-Tribal  (contest) 

Red  Rock  State  Park 
Gallup,  New  Mexico 
(800)  233-4528 

August  13  - 14 

22nd  IICOT  Champions  (contest) 

Tulsa  State  Fair  Grounds 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
(918)  836-1523 


August  13  - 15 

23rd  Mohican  Veterans  (traditional) 

Many  Trails  Park 
Bowler,  Wisconsin 
(715)  793-4111 

August  13  - 15 
Mohegan  Wigwam  (contest) 

St.  Bernards  High  School 
Uncasville,  Connecticut 
(800)  Mohegan 
(800)  664-3426 

August  13  - 15 

Red  Lake  Nation  Fair  (traditional) 

Red  Lake,  Minnesota 
(218)  679-3341  ext.  1020 

August  14  - 15 

23rd  Leonard  3.  Pamp  memorial  (traditional) 

9 Mile  Road 
Burlington,  Michigan 
(616)  729-9434 

August  14  - 15 

5th  Blue  Water  Celebration  (contest) 

Pine  Grove  Park 
Port  Huron,  Michigan 
(810)  982-0891 

August  14  - 15 

Cowasuck  Band  Summer  Gathering  (traditional) 
Wrentham  State  School  Field 
Wrentham,  Massachusettes 
(508)  528-7629 

August  20  - 22 

26th  St  Croix  Wild  Rice  Festival  (traditional) 
Hole  in  the  Wall  Casino 
Danbury,  Wisconsin 

(800)  236-2195  exts.  122,  127  or  185 
August  20  - 22 

16th  Grande  Ronde  (traditional) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Grande  Ronde,  Oregon 
(800)  422-0232 

August  20  - 22 
6th  Ponca 
Pow-wow  Grounds 
Niobrara,  Nebraska 
(402)  857-3519 

August  20  - 22 

88th  Chief  Seattle  Days  (contest) 

Downtown 

Saquamish,  Washington 
(360)  598-3311 

August  20  - 22 
Peshawbestown  (traditional) 

Stallman  Road 
Peshawbestown,  Michigan 


(616)  271-3538  or  (616)  271-4966 


August  20  - 22 

7th  The  Highground  Warrior  (traditional) 
Highground 

Neilsville,  Wisconsin 
(715)  743-4224  or  (414)  384-2050 

August  20  - 22 

Shakopee  Mdewakanton  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Prior  Lake,  Minnesota 
(612)  445-8900 

August  20  - 22 

33rd  Mille  Lacs  (traditional)  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Mille  Lacs,  Minnesota 
(320)  532-4181 

August  20  - 22 
43rd  O-sa-wan  (traditional) 

Boon  City  Fair  Grounds 
Belvidere,  Illinois 
(847)  882-1644 

August  20  - 22 

Mohegan  Wig  Warn  Powwow  Celebrating  Good  Medicine 
Uncasville,  Connecticut 
(860)  204-6100 

August  20  - 22 
Prior  Lake 

Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Sioux  Community  Powwow 
on  reservation  grounds 
Prior  Lake,  Minnesota 
(612)  445-8900  Vendors  (612)  496-6176. 

August  21  - 22 
Dawnland  Center  Intertribal 
Parkers  Farm 
Montpelier,  Vermont 
(802)  229-0601 

August  21  - 22 

17th  AIC  Traditional  (traditional) 

Boone  County  4- H Grounds 
Lebanon,  Indiana 
(765)  482-3315 

August  21  - 22 
7th  Santa  Rosa  (traditional) 

Sonoma  County  Fair  Grounds 
Santa  Rosa,  California 
(707)  869-8233 

August  21  - 22 

6th  Potawatomi  Trails  (traditional) 

Shiloh  Park 
Zion,  Illinois 

(847)  746-9086  (traders  by  invitation  only) 
August  26  - 29 

195th  Umonhon  Harvest  Hethushka 
Big  Arena 
Macy,  Nebraska 


(402)  837-5391 


August  27  - 29 
Sac  & Fox  Casino  (contest) 

Hwy  75 

Powhattan,  Kansas 
(800)  990-2946  ext.  1177  or  1022 

August  27  - 29 

Rapid  River  Anishnabeg  Pow-Wow  Assn. 

Second  Annual  POW-WOW  at  Hiawatha  National  Forest 
eight  miles  north  of  Rapid  River 
Rapid  River,  Michigan 
(906)  474-9910 

August  28  - 29 
Inger 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Inger,  Minnesota 

(218)  335-8289  or  (218)  335-8387 


Date:  Tue,  03  Aug  1999  08:03:43  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Subj : august  28th 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and 
na-va'-kee  American  Indian  Trading  Post 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 
Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 
Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drums:  REDWOLF, 

FOUR  RIVERS, 

WAHUNSENAKAH 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 
***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : DOHN  3 EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 

MICHAEL  CLOUD-BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 
vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole  at  na-va'kee 
american  indian  trading  post . .757-425-7992 
or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Wed,  28  3ul  1999  16:22:43  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Subj:  Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 

1st  INTERNATIONAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
"LET  THE  30URNEY  BEGIN" 

at  Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 
August  28-29,  1999 
Head  Veteran 

Wohali  Standing  Bear  ; Pawnee 
Drum 

Blue  Heron  Singers 
United  Lumbee  Nation  of  NC 
Drum  Keeper/Lead  Singer 
Chief  Soft  Shell  Turtle  Netz 
Master  of  Ceremonies 
Chico  Dulak  ; Lakota 

Head  Man  Dancer;  Spirit  Elks  Shadow  Wolf-  Cher/Senica 
Head  Woman  Dancer;  Christene  Coppess  - Blackfoot 
Head  Dr  Male;  Darnell  Hawk  - Oglala  Manderson  SD 
Head  3r  Female; Reba  Little  Fawn  - Cherokee 


Stony  Teller;  Becky  Morning  Star  - Cherokee 

Public  Invited Bring  your  lawn  chairs 

Gates  open  at  10  AM  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Admission:  Adults  $5.00  55  and  over  $2.50  Children 

under  12  FREE  (with  adult) 

No  cameras  or  video  recorders  permitted 


No  drugs  or  alcohol  or  politics  allowed  on  grounds. 
No  pets  around  Arena  or  trading  areas. 


Free  camping-  First  come  first  serve. 

Electric  available:  RV  $5.00  per  day 

Tent  $2.50  per  day 

Coordinated  BY:  The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana,  Inc. 
A not  for  profit  organization. 

For  information  contact  Wohali  or  Flappy  Dancer  at: 

(317)  356-5187  6-10  PM  Mon-Fri 


Date:  Thu,  15  3ul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION.ORG> 

Subj : SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Flanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 
the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 

SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Flawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 
September  2-  September  13  in  New  Flaven,  CT 

Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Flaven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tentative) 

December  28  - January  2 in  Detroit,  MI 
January  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 
January  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 
January  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 
January  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 
February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 
February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 
February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 
February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 
February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 
March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 
March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 
April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 
April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 


From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 


In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  Jose 
JACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
JON  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  James  M.  Fortier 
Event  Director  Event  Coordinator 


one  of  the  following: 

The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 Jun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Subj:  First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10033 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 


(917) -253-3404 

(212)666-9478 

on 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10033 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo. net> 

Subj : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piaute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-August  11  - 13,  1999- 
Treaty  Day  100  Year  Anniversary 
Desmarais,  AB  1-800-268-6783 

-August  12  - 15,  1999- 
Omak  Stampede 
Omak,  WA  (509)  826-4218 

78th  Annual  Gallup  Intertribal  Powwow 
Gallup,  NM  1-800-233-4528 

-August  13  & 14,  1999- 
22nd  Annual  Iicot  Champions  Powwow 
Tulsa,  OK  (918)  826-1523 

-August  13  - 15,  1999- 
Siksika  Nation  Fair  99 
Siksika  Nation,  AB 

Vincent  Yellow  Old  Woman  1-800-551-5724 

Driftpile  Annual  Powwow 
Driftpile,  AB  (780)  355-3931 

Mohegan  Wigwam  Powwow 
Uncasville,  CT  1-800-MOHEGAN 

Red  Lake  Nation  Fair 

Red  Lake,  MN  (218)  679-3341  ext.  1020 

Algonquins  of  Golden  Lake 
Traditional  Powwow 


Eganville,  ON  Hane:  (613)  625-2800 

-August  14  & 15,  1999- 
5th  Annual  Blue  Water  Celebration 
Port  Huron,  MI  (810)  982-0891 

Tyendinaga  12th  Annual 

Traditional  Powwow 

Deseronto,  ON  Sharon:  (613)  396-5573 

-August  15  - 19,  1999- 
Summer  Games  99 
Big  River,  SK  (306)  724-4700 

-August  19  - 22,  1999- 
Chief  Looking  Glass  Powwow 
Kamiah,  ID  (208)  935-2502 

-August  20  - 21,  1999- 

Chippewas  of  Nawash  First  Nation  (Cape  Croker)  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
at  the  Cape  Croker  Campgrounds  Wiarton,  Ontario 

Contact:  Phil  Roote  (519)  797-3254  or  Martha  Pedoniquotte  (519)  534-1689 

-August  20  - 22,  1999- 
7th  Annual  Abegwit  Powwow 
Prince  Edward  Island  (902)  368-7464 

26th  Annual  Wild  Rice  Powwow 
Danbury,  WI  1-800-236-2195  Ext. 127 

7th  Annual  "Warrior"  Powwow 
Neillsville,  WI  (715)  743-4224 

Piapot  Indian  Celebration 
Piapot,  SK  Donna:  (306)  781-7423 

Crooked  Lake  Agency  Powwow 

Broadview,  SK  Lionel  Sparvier:  (306)  696-3506 

Kamloopa  Indian  Days 
Kamloops,  BC  (250)  828-9700 

Beardy's  & Okemasis  Annual  Celebration 
Duck  Lake,  SK  Garnet/Derek:  (306)  467-4441 

88th  Annual  Chief  Seattle  Days 
Squamish,  WA  (360)  598-3311 

Waktala  Powwow 

Fort  Yates,  ND  (701)  458-7201 

-August  20  - 26,  1999- 
Aroostook  Micmac  Powwow 
Aroostook,  ME  Bernard:  (207)  769-2103 

-August  21  & 22,  1999- 
Silver  Lake  4th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
Silver  Lake  Provincial  Park,  ON 
Dorothy  Antoine:  613-279-2927 

Dakota  Cree  Days  II 

Whitecap  Dakota  Sioux  First  Nation,  SK 
Bill  Hones : (306)  934-4706 


Dawnland  Center  Intertribal  Powwow 


East  Montpelier,  VT  (802)  229-0601 


Algonquins  of  Pikwakanagan  Powwow 
Golden  Lake,  ON  (613)  625-2800 

-August  27,  1999- 
1999  Salmon  Festival 
Kelowna,  BC  (250)  763-4905 

-August  27  - 29,  1999- 
123rd  Annual  Ponca  Powwow 
Ponca  City,  OK  (580)  762-8104 

Northwest  Indian  Encampment  & Powwow 
Spokane,  WA  (509)  535-0886 

-August  28  & 29,  1999- 
Inger  Traditional  Powwow 
Inger,  MN  (218)  335-8289/8387 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  13,  14  and  15:  Hays  Pow  Wow;  Hays,  MT 

Aug.  19  through  23:  Crow  Fair  Annual  Celebration; 
Crow  Agency,  MT 

Aug.  27,  28  and  29:  Fort  Kipp  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Kipp, 

MT;  (406)  768-5112  or  (406)  768-3170 

SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  3,  4 and  5:  Poplar  Indian  Days;  Poplar,  MT; 
(406)  768-3826 

Sept.  3 through  6:  WOLF  Clan  Alliance  Pow  Wow;  Cave 
City,  KT;  (502)  749-4002;  wolfsong@scrtc.com 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  laycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 


Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 
This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  30  Dun  1999  09:20:07  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  & Michael  Cloud  Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : update  on  festival 

hey  gary..here  is  an  update  on  the  festival  i am  sponsoring  with 
festevents  in  august  at  town  point  park  i have  more  people  coming  in 
and  will  send  you  updates  as  i get  confirmations.... 
migwetch/wa-do. . .biah 

Aug.  28:  The  First  Annual  "Bishigendan  Akii"  (Respect  the  Earth) 
American  Indian  Festival  sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and  na-va'-kee 

10:00  AM-6:00PM..  Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

HM:  Vinnie  Kitcheyan  (Winnebago/Apache) 

H L : Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) 

HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 

Invited  Drums:  Redwolf,Four  Rivers 
AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) 

MC's:  Dohn  Defferies(Occaneechi)  & Michael  Cloud  Butler(LCO  Ojibwe) 
Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand. 

Vendors  contact  biah  seminole:  (757)  425-7992  or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj:  More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~ Southern  States  ~ 


ALABAMA 

Aug.  13-15:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Campout, across  from  Marshall  County 
Camp  #1  on  Hwy  431  near  the  river  bridge,  Guntersville.  Info:  (256)  796-8900 
Aug.  15:  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Church,  10:00  am,  across  from  Marshall 
County  Camp  #1,  on  Hwy.  431  near  the  river  bridge,  Guntersville.  Info:  (256) 
582-0114. 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "D"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave. 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions, 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  Dack  (502)  286-8167, 

Frank  (502)  549-7033  or  Derry  (812)  732-4613. 


MISSOURI 

Aug.  13-15:  Thunderbird  Society  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Fairgrounds,  Vandalia. 
Info:  (618)  876-3321. 


TEXAS 

Aug.  21:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney. 
Info:  Grant  Gamuer  (713)  448-8435. 

Aug.  21-22:  Texas  Intertribal  Indian  Organization  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  Rex 
Baxter  Building,  Tri-State  Fairgrounds,  Amarillo.  Info:  Billy  Turpin  (806) 
358-3277,  Marie  Lewis  358-3112,  or  fax:  (806)  378-8082. 


VIRGINIA 

Aug.  13-15:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  Chuckatuck  Island,  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  Suffolk.  Info:  (757)  393-1637. 

Aug.  28:  American  Indian  Festival,  10am-6pm,  at  Townpoint  Park,  downtown 


Norfolk.  HM:  TBA,  HL:  Helene  Fortune  (Rappahannock) , HD:  Tone  Pah  Hote, 
Invited  Drum:  Redwolf,  AD:  Max  Little  (Seminole) , MC's:  John  Jefferies  & 
Michael  Butler.  Vivita  Color  Guard  will  be  on  hand.  Vendors  by  invitation 
only.  Info:  (757)  425-7992. 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Aug  1999  10:05:12  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  08/09/99  09:53AM  >>> 

Re:  Program  Schedule  for  Aug  9-12,  1999 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

MON  - 8/9:  Remembering  Nagasaki  & Hiroshima-Beyond  the  Bomb: 

On  this  day  54  years  ago,  the  world  changed  forever.  On  August  9th  1945,  the 
United  States  dropped  the  first  atomic  bomb  on  the  people  of  Nagasaki  Japan. 
An  estimated  64,000  civilian  men,  women  and  children  died.  Then  we  dropped 
another  on  Hiroshima.  On  this  edition  of  Native  America  Calling  we  honor  the 
memories  of  those  nuclear  victims  as  well  as  measure  today's  nuclear  threat. 
Have  we  grown  beyond  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons?  Or  is  the  United  States 
ready  to  re-ignite  another  nuclear  arms  race?  Guests  include  Dr.  Helen 
Caldicott  of  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  and  actor  Martin  Sheen. 

TUE  - 8/10:  Anger  Management: 

Probably  the  hardest  emotion  to  control  is  anger.  Anger  can  cause  more 
problems  in  ones  personal  and  career  lives  than  we  know.  But  anger  when 
properly  managed  can  become  a very  useful  tool  and  resource.  In  fact,  there 
are  some  people  who  say  anger  is  one  of  the  more  important  and  productive 
emotions.  How  can  we  manage  anger  to  become  a positive  force,  rather  than  a 
disruptive  one?  Guests  include  Pete  Mcklintock  a Marriage,  Family  and  Child 
counselor  and  Jim  Neff  of  New  Hope/Anger  Management. 

WED  - 8/11:  Globalization  & the  Indigenous  World: 

Globalization  of  the  free  market  and  natural  resources  is  a fact  of  life 
today.  You  see  less  and  less  corporations  controlling  more  and  more  of  the 
land,  natural  resources  and  labor.  How  is  the  globalization  of  the  world's 
economies  affecting  the  Indigenous  world,  which  holds  80%  of  the  worlds 
remaining  natural  resources?  Invited  Guests  include  Roy  Taylor  of  the  North 
American  Indigenous  Peoples  Bio-Diversity  Project  and  Winona  La  Duke  of  the 
Honor  the  Earth  Campaign  and  Indigenous  Women's  Network. 

THU  - 8/12:  The  Age  of  Super  Disasters: 

The  International  Federation  of  Red  Cross  (IFRC)  released  a report 
suggesting  that  the  world  will  experience  super  disasters  in  the  very  near 
future.  The  IFRC  says  as  a result  of  global  warming  that  the  world  will  see 
severe  droughts,  floods,  earthquakes  and  famines  that  will  affect  every 
quadrant  of  the  planet.  How  can  we  prepare  for  the  Age  of  Disaster?  Invited 
Guests  include  the  IFRC  and  The  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration . 

FRI  - 8/13:  Overcoming  Unhealthy  Relationships: 

Unfortunately  people  don't  always  end  up  in  healthy  relationships.  Some 


relationships  start  well,  but  slide  into  mental,  physical,  or  sexual  abuse. 
Often  times  drugs  and  alcohol  are  involved,  as  well  as  issues  of 
co-dependency,  jealousy  and  obsession.  How  can  one  escape  such  a 
relationship  or  recognize  the  early  signs?  Don't  miss  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests 
discuss  overcoming  unhealthy  relationships. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Dr.  Ben  Irvinj  Russ  Mitchell  via  Nancy  Thomas, 

Alice  McComb,  D.  Bambi  Kraus,  Victor  Rocha,  Charles  Petras,  Nokwisa  Yona, 
Jason  Spaulding,  Frank  LaFountaine,  Friends  of  Lubicon,  John  Wm  Sloniker, 
Robert  Dorman,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Mary  Ann  Dark,  Charles  Petras,  Just  an  Old  Man,  Adell  Kinsman,  Janet  Smith, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Debra  Sanders,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sun  Aug  22  02:24:56  1999 
Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  18:56:24  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.034 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L, 

& NatFilm  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  KOLA  Newslist;  UUCP  email; 
http://www.angelfire.com/nv/navalues/index.html 
http://www.onelist.com/subcribe/NAvoices  Distantstar  (Alex) 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"A  long  time  ago  the  Creator  came  to  Turtle  island  and  said  to  the  Red 
People,  You  will  be  the  keepers  of  the  Mother  Earth.  Among  you  I will 
give  the  wisdom  about  Nature,  about  the  interconnectedness  of  all  things, 
about  balance  and  about  living  in  harmony.  You  Red  people  will  see  the 
secrets  of  Nature.  You  will  live  in  hardship  and  the  blessing  of  this  is 
you  will  stay  close  to  the  Creator.  The  day  will  come  when  you  will  need 
to  share  the  secrets  with  other  people  of  the  earth  because  they  will 
stray  from  their  Spiritual  ways.  The  time  to  start  sharing  is  today." 

Don  Coyhis,  Mohican 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

! to  the  democratic  principles  f 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  J 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  editorial  for  this  week  comes  from  my  half-side,  Danet. 

The  media  has  devoted  a lot  of  time  and  comment  to  four  recent  incidents, 
each  involving  mass  murder  (or  attempted  murder)  in  a public  place  like  a 
school  or  business:  Columbine  in  Denver,  Heritage  High  and  Buckhead 
businesses  in  Atlanta,  and  now  a Dewish  community  center  in  Los  Angeles. 

We  see  editorial  deskpounding  and  handwringing.  We  hear  calls  for  the 
government  to  "do  something."  "We  need  more  laws!" 

No  we  don't.  Laws  and  the  reliance  on  them  to  ensure  personal 
accountability  are  part  of  the  reason  these  things  happen.  What  we  need 
are  our  grannies  and  aunties  back.  We  need  that  strong  community  of 
friends  and  relations  to  look  after  each  other,  not  more  cops  and  jails. 

Every  time  the  dominant  society  passes  a law  that  assures  citizens  the 


government  will  protect  them  from  somebody  else's  meanness  or  stupidity, 
or  especially  when  they  pass  a law  to  protect  them  from  their  own 
ignorance  or  laziness,  I worry  more.  Even  KNOWING  the  consequences,  I lose 
a little  vigilance  and  care  for  myself.  If  I am  doing  that,  believing  as  I 
do  about  personal  responsibility,  what  is  happening  to  those  who  really 
want  somebody  else  to  be  accountable  for  their  safety  and  their  lives  and 
that  of  their  children?  Every  new  law  assures  them  that  somebody  else  is 
looking  out  for  them.  So  they  don't  need  to  look  out  for  themselves  or 
their  kids.  They  won't  teach  their  kids  to  look  after  themselves.  They 
won't  teach  their  kids  to  be  accountable  for  anything.  They  don't  have  to 
be.  The  lawmakers  and  their  enforcers  will  take  care  of  it. 

If  I and  my  family  and  neighborhood  relax  and  rely  on  government  laws 
against  violence  toward  others--possibly  we  won't  make  it  clear  to  our  own 
families  and  neighborhoods  that  WE  do  not  tolerate  that  kind  of  thing.  We 
can't  pay  enough  for  the  police  to  replace  our  peers,  parents,  grannies 
and  aunties.  We  can't  (and  shouldn't)  give  the  government  or  the  local 
church  enough  power  to  have  the  influence  those  people  had. 

That  is  what's  gone  wrong  with  this  country.  Chickens  are  coming  home 
to  roost  in  the  suburbs  and  the  dominant  society  doesn't  like  it.  They 
made  excuses  for  their  hate  crimes  in  our  backyards  for  500  years  in  the 
form  of  slavery  and  prejudice  for  economic  convenience,  and  making  room  on 
the  land  and  providing  wealth  for  their  immigrating  brothers  and  sisters. 
They've  excused  massacres,  involuntary  sterilizations,  kidnapping  children 
and  torturing  them,  and  extermination  of  culture  as  "freeing  savages  and 
heathens"  from  their  godless  and  unprofitable  ways. 

This  country's  government  even  gave  Congressional  Medals  of  Honor  for 
the  mass  slaughter  of  women  and  children  at  Wounded  Knee  about  120  years 
ago.  This  government  that  is  wondering  "what  happened"  to  create  children 
who  bring  guns  to  school  to  kill  children  who  offend  them,  "what  happened" 
to  create  skinheads  who  target  toddlers  in  day  care  centers  because  of 
their  religion,  "what  happened"  to  create  a day  trader  who'd  kill  his 
family  and  fellow  traders  because  he'd  lost  money--this  government  has 
never  acted  on  their  accountability  for  the  mass  murder  of  Indians  by 
rescinding  those  medals. 

Now  we're  paying  for  a society  that  learned  it's  okay,  even  admirable, 
to  exterminate  certain  folks  and  ways  of  life  somebody  doesn't  agree  with. 
They  can't  unteach  those  lessons.  Certainly  we  can't  unteach  them  when 
the  culture  that  replaced  our  own  took  away  the  families  and  communities 
that  were  our  most  powerful  influence  for  personal  control  and 
accountability.  Apparently  the  legislators  and  media  believe  their  laws 
will  work  better  than  teaching  by  example  what  is  an  acceptable  standard 
of  behavior.  Given  their  reaction  to  current  events,  certainly  THEY  have 
not  learned  by  the  examples  before  them. 

The  same  government  that  makes  a villain  out  of  Buford  Furrell  for 
shooting  those  culturally  different  from  him  and  in  the  way  of  "his  kind," 
has  yet  to  admit  in  any  meaningful  way  that  they  were  wrong  to  send 
soldiers  out  to  slaughter  this  land's  original  inhabitants  because  they 
were  "different"  and  "in  the  way  of  progress"  and  they  were  wrong  to  pin 
Medals  of  Honor  on  those  soldiers  who  massacred  women,  children  and  elders 
of  a tribe  that  had  come  in  to  surrender. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30347,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Big  Mountain  Relocation  Article 


Date:  Sun,  08  Aug  1999  23:23:32  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : newtimes  article 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

The  article  referred  to  below  is  currently  at 

http://www.newtimesla.com/1999/080599/featurel-l.html,  but  in  case  it  goes 
away,  I am  posting  it  after  Mauro's  message,  and  for  the  benifit  of  those 
of  you  without  web  access. 

To:  redorman@theoff icenet . com 

Date:  Sun,  08  Aug  1999  20:17:05  -0700 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com 

Please  post: 

THE  LA  NEW  TIMES  article  at  http://www.newtimesla.com 
about  Black  Mesa  IS  A MUST  TO  DOWNLOAD  AND  ADD  TO  MEDIA  KITS. 

To  make  the  most  out  of  this  big  break  in  the  story,  each  and  everyone 
who  supports  the  struggle  should  e-mail  the  editor  of  the  New  Times  and 
ask  that  the  magazine  CONTINUE  WITH  THE  LEAD  and  FOLLOW  THE  STORY  beyond 
the  deadline  date  (better  yet... until  resolution).  The  e-mail  address  is 
editor@newtimesla . com 

Congratulations  Victor  Mejia  for  the  best  news  story  in  years. 

-Mauro 

SOL  Communications 


Pauline  Whitesinger  climbed  out  of  bed  in  the  predawn  cold.  She  put  a 
coat  over  her  long  cotton  dress,  stepped  outside  into  the  darkness,  and 
turned  to  the  starry  east  to  say  her  morning  prayers,  as  her  ancestors  had 
done  for  hundreds  of  years.  She  welcomed  the  sun,  thanked  the  Creator  for 
this  life,  and  asked  for  a prosperous  day. 

Whitesinger  has  a sun-wrinkled  face  and  long  graying  hair.  She's 
probably  in  her  late  70s  or  early  80s;  her  exact  age  is  unknown  because 
she  has  no  birth  certificate.  Her  posture  is  slightly  bent;  years  of 
living  a frontier  lifestyle  on  the  Big  Mountain  Navajo  Indian  Reservation, 
a mostly  barren,  Rhode  Island-size  swath  of  land  in  the  northeastern 
corner  of  Arizona,  have  left  their  mark  on  her  body.  Whitesinger  herds 
sheep  for  a living,  carries  a .22-caliber  rifle  to  ward  off  coyotes,  and 
lives  alone  in  a one-room  cement-block  shack  with  no  electricity  or 
running  water.  She  speaks  no  English. 

After  tending  to  her  animals  that  morning  last  spring,  Whitesinger 
climbed  on  her  horse  and  galloped  five  miles  across  the  rugged,  semiarid 
terrain  to  a neighbor's  home.  There  she  joined  other  Navajos  for  a 
community  meeting  to  discuss  the  loss  of  their  land  and  their  precarious 
future. 

That  was  when  they  came,  in  the  late  morning  after  she  had  left,  to 
impound  part  of  her  livelihood.  She  knew  who  they  were,  too.  The  tire 
tracks  they  left  behind  betrayed  them. 

Whitesinger ' s bull  calf  was  gone.  It  had  been  loaded  onto  a trailer  and 
hauled  off  to  Kearns  Canyon  35  miles  away,  where  it  was  auctioned  off  by 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  the  federal  agency  that  oversees  life 
on  Indian  reservations.  The  one-year-old  bull  was  unbranded  --  a violation 


of  Whitesinger ' s grazing  permit  --  so  the  BIA  took  it.  But  the  animal  was 
suffering  from  a dislocated  hip  and  Whitesinger  didn't  want  to  harm  it 
further  by  burning  hot  steel  into  its  flesh. 

"I  decided  to  leave  it  alone  and  let  it  heal  first/'  she  says  through  an 
interpreter.  "That's  why  I had  not  branded  it  yet." 

Losing  her  calf  was  only  the  beginning.  That  same  day,  as  she  traveled 
to  Kearns  Canyon  with  a friend  in  hopes  of  getting  her  bull  back, 

Whitesinger ' s horse  was  shot  to  death  not  far  from  her  home.  Her  14-year- 
old  grandson  found  it  while  herding  Whitesinger ' s sheep.  "At  first  I 
thought  it  was  the  BIA  rangers,"  she  says.  "But  I now  suspect  it  was  my 
neighbors.  They  support  relocation,  and  I don't  think  they  want  me  living 
here  anymore." 

Like  other  Navajos  who've  had  their  only  source  of  food  and  clothing 
impounded  for  seemingly  mundane  reasons,  Whitesinger  believes  the  BIA's 
program  of  animal  confiscation  is  a "pressure  tactic  to  starve  us,"  she 
says.  "It's  all  because  of  the  coal  that  is  in  our  land." 

Whitesinger  is  one  of  about  3,000  mostly  elderly  Navajos  who  live  in 
abject  poverty  in  the  high  desert  of  northeastern  Arizona  and  are  being 
forced  to  move  from  land  that  is  rich  in  coal.  About  13,000  Navajos  have 
already  been  relocated  under  a 25-year-old  congressional  act  that  some  say 
violate  the  tribe's  human  rights.  Coal  dug  from  the  Big  Mountain 
reservation  yields  electricity  for  more  than  1.2  million  homes  in  L.A. 
County. 

"Every  time  you  flip  a switch,  you  are  helping  eradicate  Navajo  people," 
says  Marsha  Monestersky,  consultant  for  the  Sovereign  Dineh  [Navajo] 

Nation  and  cochair  of  the  Human  Rights  Caucus  for  the  United  Nations 
Commission  on  Sustainable  Development.  "The  United  States  likes  to  point 
its  finger  to  human  rights  violations  in  other  countries,  but  never  to 
itself. " 

Federal  authorities,  however,  say  the  relocation  has  nothing  to  do  with 
coal.  Navajos  are  being  moved  out  simply  because  the  land  they  occupy  now 
belongs  to  the  Hopi  tribe,  under  the  terms  of  the  congressional  order.  The 
energy  industry,  including  Southern  California  Edison,  which  transmits 
electricity  to  L.A.  from  a Nevada  power  plant  fueled  by  coal  from  the 
reservation,  also  denies  any  responsibility  for  what's  happening  to  the 
Navajos . 

Some  scholars  view  the  relocation  as  the  latest  manifestation  in  the  U.S. 
government's  century-long  campaign  against  the  Navajos.  "This  is  the 
largest  forced  relocation  since  the  forced  removal  of  Japanese  Americans 
in  World  War  II,"  says  Dr.  Thayer  Scudder,  a Caltech  anthropology 
professor  and  expert  on  forced  removal  programs.  "We  realized  that 
internment  was  unjust,  and  we  tried  to  make  amends.  Navajo  relocation  is 
equally  unjust,  and  all  three  branches  of  government  are  responsible." 

Caught  in  the  middle  are  Whitesinger  and  other  Navajos  who  must  vacate 
Big  Mountain  by  February  1,  2000.  And  as  the  federal  deadline  approaches, 
there  is  growing  fear  of  a potential  clash  between  government  agents  and 
Navajos  who  refuse  to  leave.  "I  think  there  will  be  some  kind  of  showdown, 

" says  Kerry  Begay,  a 30-year-old  sheepherder.  "I'm  prepared  to  fight  for 
my  land.  But  I don't  know  for  sure  what's  going  to  happen." 

The  tense  situation  at  Big  Mountain  has  roots  that  go  back  decades.  In 
1974,  Congress  passed  the  Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  Act  to  resolve  a 
purported  "range  war"  between  the  two  tribes.  Land  surrounding  the  Hopi 
reservation  that  had  been  used  by  both  tribes  became  strictly  Hopi 
territory  under  the  act,  and  Navajos  were  forced  to  move  out.  But  critics 
say  the  supposed  range  war  was  largely  a fabrication  designed  to  open  the 
land  for  coal  mining  and  more  cattle  grazing  by  wealthy  Hopis. 

The  Hopis  began  lobbying  Congress  to  partition  the  joint-use  zone  so 
they'd  have  exclusive  use  of  it,  according  to  Gabor  Rona,  an  attorney  with 
the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  a New  York-based  public-interest 
legal  organization  that  in  1988  sued  the  U.S.  government,  charging  that 
the  relocation  act  was  unconstitutional.  The  Hopis  were  joined  by  the 
Peabody  Western  Coal  Company,  which  liked  the  partition  scheme  since  it 
would  be  easier  for  the  firm  to  expand  its  strip-mining  operations  in  the 
area,  adds  Rona.  "There  is  evidence  that  Peabody  hired  a public  relations 
firm  to  promote  the  range-war  story,"  he  says. 


Congress,  convinced  that  the  two  tribes  were  at  each  others'  throats 
over  land  and  desperate  to  solve  the  energy  crisis  created  by  the  Arab  oil 
embargo  in  the  early  1970s,  passed  the  relocation  act  with  little 
hesitation.  "There  was  tension  between  some  Hopi  and  Navajos  who  were 
competing  for  land,  but  it  never  got  too  serious,"  says  David  Brugge,  an 
anthropologist  and  author  of  the  The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute:  An  American 
Tragedy.  "The  [coal  company]  came  in  and  exploited  this  tension  for  their 
benefit.  They  wanted  to  get  at  the  mineral  wealth.  So  Peabody  supported 
the  Hopi.  They  wanted  the  tribe  to  get  the  surface  and  subsurface  rights 
to  the  land." 

Since  the  settlement  act's  passage,  more  than  13,000  Navajos  have  been 
relocated  to  towns  outside  the  Big  Mountain  reservation,  like  Flagstaff 
and  Holbrook,  Arizona,  and  Gallup,  New  Mexico.  The  total  cost  of  moving 
them:  $350  million  and  counting.  The  act  also  imposed  a building  freeze 
and  reduced  livestock  in  Big  Mountain  by  up  to  90  percent;  Navajos  are 
prohibited  from  renovating  their  dilapidated  homes,  and  most  of  their 
animals  have  been  confiscated.  The  government  denies  that  displacing  the 
Navajos  has  anything  to  do  with  coal.  "We  are  concerned  with  overgrazing 
on  the  reservation,"  says  Heather  Sibbison,  a special  assistant  to  U.S. 
Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover.  "It's  really  that  simple." 

But  critics  charge  that  the  relocation  has  caused  cultural  and  social 
disruption  as  well  as  physical  and  psychological  shock  to  a sheepherding, 
matriarchal  society  whose  identity  is  closely  tied  to  the  land.  Caltech's 
Scudder,  who  has  studied  forced  relocations  in  Asia  and  Africa  and 
testified  before  Congress  against  the  Navajo  resettlement  act,  has 
estimated  that  during  its  first  phase  in  the  late  '70s,  25  percent  of  the 
relocatees  died  within  six  years  from  illnesses  brought  on  by  stress  and 
depression.  He  describes  the  Navajo  removal  program  as  "a  magnificent 
20th-century  example  of  one  of  the  worst  relocation  programs  that  I have 
seen  anywhere  in  the  world"  and  a "real  human  tragedy." 

Although  there  is  no  recent  study  measuring  the  impact  of  relocation  on 
the  Navajos'  health,  the  Navajo  Area  Indian  Health  Service  and  the  U.S. 
Public  Health  Service  in  1978  looked  at  80  patients  in  the  first  wave  of 
relocation  and  found  that  at  least  85  percent  of  them  suffered  from 
depression  and  severe  stress.  In  1985,  UCLA  anthropology  professor  Denny 
Doe  examined  300  Navajos  and  concluded  that  "people  facing  relocation  are 
more  likely  to  have  people  die  in  their  families."  Alcoholism  and  suicide 
were  also  found  to  be  more  widespread  compared  with  Navajo  families  who 
were  not  being  pushed  off  their  land.  Moreover,  Navajos  today  continue  to 
complain  about  illness  and  depression  that  they  attribute  to  relocation. 

Scudder  has  seen  the  same  pattern  throughout  the  world  among  forcibly 
transplanted  peoples.  "Relocation  creates  what  I call  multidimensional 
stress,"  he  says.  "There's  psychological  stress,  where  people  grieve  for 
the  lost  homeland  and  have  anxiety  about  the  future;  there's  physiological 
stress  that  leads  to  death  and  illness;  there's  emotional  stress  and 
cultural  stress,  where  the  religion  and  ideology  of  a people  is  undermined 
when  they  are  taken  away  from  a land  that  has  strong  meaning  to  them.  For 
the  Navajo,  relocation  is  about  the  worst  thing  you  can  do  to  them,  short 
of  killing  them. " 

Not  all  Navajos  are  leaving.  About  100  signed  an  "accommodation 
agreement"  with  the  Hopi  that  allows  them  to  stay  for  75  years.  The  1996 
agreement  was  struck  during  talks  over  settling  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights'  lawsuit  that  challenged  the  relocation  act.  The 
suit  charged  that  relocation  violated  the  Navajos'  right  to  practice  their 
site-specific  religion.  The  court,  however,  upheld  the  act,  stating  that 
relocation  benefits  provided  by  the  federal  government  "would  be  the  envy 
of  countless  millions  in  other  countries,"  says  attorney  Gabor  Rona.  But 
many  Navajos  thought  the  agreement  was  unfair,  not  only  because  it 
prevented  future  generations  from  living  in  Big  Mountain  but  because  it 
forced  them  to  live  under  Hopi  jurisdiction,  without  any  say  in  how  they 
are  governed.  Even  more  insidious,  says  Rona,  is  that  the  U.S.  offered  to 
pay  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  $25  million  for  a certain  number  of  Navajo 
signatures,  an  incentive  that  led  to  fraud  and  intimidation  as  Navajos 
were  pressured  to  sign.  "A  bounty  was  placed  on  Navajo  signatures,"  he 
says.  "Some  people  claimed  their  signatures  were  forged." 


Coal  is  the  real  cause  of  the  Navajos'  plight,  say  critics.  "Places 
privileged  by  nature  have  been  cursed  by  history,"  wrote  the  Uruguayan 
historian  and  poet  Eduardo  Galeano  in  his  famous  indictment  of  Yankee  and 
European  imperialism  in  Latin  America,  The  Open  Veins  of  Latin  America.  He 
could  have  been  describing  Big  Mountain,  where  some  of  the  world's  richest 
deposits  of  high-grade,  low-sulfur  coal  lie  beneath  cedar  trees, 
meandering  arroyos,  and  burnished  mesas  covered  in  ancient  Indian  drawings 
More  than  a billion  dollars  of  coal  has  been  gouged  out  of  the  earth  in 
the  last  30  years,  according  to  Beth  Sutton,  spokesperson  for  Peabody 
Western.  Each  year,  the  land  yields  12  million  tons,  five  million  of  which 
are  pumped  through  an  underground  slurry  line  to  the  Mojave  Generating 
Station  in  Laughlin,  Nevada  --  275  miles  away  --  where  the  coal  is  burned 
to  generate  power  for  most  of  the  Southwest,  including  L.A.  Yet,  Navajos 
have  no  electricity. 

The  truth  is,  the  Navajos  and  Hopis  peacefully  coexisted  for  hundreds  of 
years  until  fossil  fuel  was  discovered  on  their  land  in  the  1950s.  At  that 
time,  neither  tribe  had  formal  governing  bodies  (they  were  self -governed 
and  community-based)  capable  of  negotiating  mining  leases  with  coal 
companies.  To  solve  that  problem,  two  white  lawyers,  John  Boyden  and 
Norman  Littell,  were  dispatched  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  government  and  the 
energy  industry  to  delineate  tribal  borders  and  set  up  tribal  councils  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  issuing  coal  leases.  Traditional  Hopis  and  Navajos, 
however,  wanted  nothing  to  do  with  the  tribal  councils.  They  viewed  them 
as  a violation  of  their  autonomy.  "Creating  the  tribal  governments  made  it 
easier  for  the  United  States  to  deal  with  the  Indians,"  says  David  Brugge. 
"But  the  traditionalists  saw  them  as  another  way  for  the  U.S.  to  control 
the  tribes . " 

Acting  in  a lawsuit  by  Boyden  and  Littell,  a court  set  aside  separate 
areas  for  the  two  tribes,  and  coal  leases  were  signed.  A joint-use  zone 
for  both  tribes  was  also  established  in  which  coal  revenues  could  be  split 
equally  between  the  tribal  councils.  In  1970,  Peabody  opened  its  Black 
Mesa  Coal  Mine  about  15  miles  northeast  of  Big  Mountain  in  an  area  that 
straddled  the  two  tribes'  land.  Peabody  opened  another  mine,  Kayenta,  a 
few  years  later. 

The  coal  company's  lease  area  stretches  over  100  square  miles,  a vast 
terrain  that  is  still  home  to  200  Navajo  families.  As  strip-mining  expands 
into  areas  where  these  families  live,  Navajos  are  bought  out  and  moved  to 
different  parts  of  the  reservation.  About  50  people  have  already  been 
"resited"  by  Peabody,  which  has  exclusive  rights  to  the  land  and  the  legal 
power  to  force  the  Indians  out.  The  Navajos  are  paid  per  acre  --Peabody 
won't  say  how  much  --  and  given  new  homes. 

"Our  leases  have  provisions  for  resiting  homes  to  ensure  that  the  mining 
can  continue  safely,"  says  Sutton,  the  Peabody  spokesperson.  "The  family 
selects  an  area... and  Peabody  constructs  a brand-new  home  for  that  family 
with  solar  heating  and  plumbing.  The  process  has  to  be  approved  by  the 
tribe  and  the  family." 

Since  the  mines  opened,  Peabody  has  paid  $40  million  a year  to  the 
tribal  councils  for  the  leases.  Mining  operations  generate  700  jobs  on  the 
Navajo  and  Hopi  reservations,  where  unemployment  is  around  50  percent, 
Sutton  says.  "These  are  highly  skilled  jobs  that  enable  Native  Americans 
to  live  and  work  in  the  area,"  she  says.  "We  are  proud  of  that." 

But  Navajos  like  Whitesinger  say  they  haven't  benefited  from  the  jobs  or 
coal  revenues.  They  say  the  tribal  councils  are  corrupt  puppets  of  the  U.S 
government  and  have  never  shared  the  coal  profits.  "They  are  controlled  by 
Washington,"  she  says.  "They  don't  represent  our  people." 

It's  a windy  day  in  March,  and  about  45  people  are  protesting  in  front 
of  the  Department  of  Water  and  Power  building  in  downtown  L.A.  Holding 
signs  that  read  "Relocation  is  Genocide"  and  "Save  Mother  Earth,"  most  of 
the  activists  are  members  of  the  American-Indian  Movement  and  the 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation.  They  say  the  DWP  --  which  co-owns  the  Mojave 
Generating  Station  along  with  Southern  California  Edison,  the  Nevada  Power 
Co.,  and  the  Salt  River  Project,  a federally  owned  utility  based  in 
Phoenix  --  is  partly  responsible  for  the  Navajo  relocation  in  Big  Mountain 
The  activists  are  demanding  that  the  DWP  sell  its  share  of  the  Mojave 


plant,  one  of  the  last  coal-fined  power  facilities  in  the  country.  "Coal 
is  a dinosaur,"  says  Marsha  Monestersky,  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation. 

"And  it's  killing  Dineh  people." 

More  than  half  of  the  power  generated  by  the  Mojave  plant  goes  to 
Southern  California,  and  the  plant  gets  all  its  coal  from  Peabody's  Black 
Mesa  Mine.  But  its  owners  --including  Edison,  which  owns  56  percent  of  the 
facility  and  operates  it  --  claim  no  responsibility  for  the  impact  the 
mining  has  had  on  the  Navajos.  Not  only  have  they  refused  to  meet  with 
Navajo  representatives  to  hear  their  complaints,  but  the  power  companies 
say  coal  has  nothing  to  do  with  relocation. 

"We  do  not  feel  that  we  have  any  part  in  the  relocation  issue,"  says 
Steve  Hansen,  spokesperson  for  Southern  California  Edison.  "The  issue 
involves  an  old  dispute  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribes." 

But  Monestersky,  who  has  dedicated  her  life  to  the  Navajo  cause  and 
recently  addressed  the  55th  Session  of  the  U.N.  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  says  Edison's  position  is  unacceptable.  "It's 
ridiculous,"  she  says.  "They  are  generating  energy  at  the  cost  of  human 
rights  and  the  environment." 

The  Dineh  Nation  is  not  the  only  group  condemning  the  Mojave  plant.  In 
1997,  the  Sierra  Club  and  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust,  a conservation  group, 
filed  a lawsuit  in  federal  court  in  Las  Vegas  against  Edison  and  its 
partners,  claiming  the  power  station  has  been  violating  federal  clean-air 
laws  for  20  years.  Environmentalists  say  the  Mojave  station  releases 
unacceptable  levels  of  sulfur  dioxide  and  soot  into  the  atmosphere, 
creating  a layer  of  haze  over  the  Grand  Canyon  80  miles  away.  They  point 
to  a recently  released  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  report 
that  assessed  the  Mojave  plant's  impact  on  the  Grand  Canyon.  Although  the 
EPA  found  that  the  plant  was  only  one  of  several  sources  of  the  haze  in 
the  national  park,  it  described  the  Mojave  generator  as  "the  single 
largest  point  source  with  the  greatest  impact"  on  the  Grand  Canyon,  says 
Regina  Spindler,  an  EPA  environmental  engineer.  "That  means  that  we  can 
point  to  this  facility  and  show  it's  contributing  to  the  visibility 
impairment . " 

The  Sierra  Club  wants  Southern  California  Edison  to  install  pollution- 
control  devices.  "We  are  basically  asking  for  this  power  plant  to  no 
longer  run  dirty,"  says  Rob  Smith,  southwest  staff  director  for  the  Sierra 
Club  in  Phoenix.  "This  is  the  last  uncontrolled  power  plant  in  the 
Southwest . " 

Edison  says  it  has  pledged  to  either  install  emissions  scrubbers  or  shut 
down  the  plant  by  2008.  As  for  Peabody,  it  says  it  has  no  plans  to  further 
expand  mining  operations  on  the  Navajo  reservation.  "We  don't  have  any 
plans  or  any  legal  right  or  desire  to  mine  in  Big  Mountain,"  says  company 
spokesperson  Beth  Sutton. 

But  that  is  scant  consolation  to  the  3,000  Navajos  who  are  being 
pressured  to  move.  If  they  give  in,  they  will  probably  be  sent  to  New  Land, 
an  area  just  south  of  Sanders,  Arizona,  where  356  relocated  Navajo 
families  now  live  and  where  the  federal  government  has  already  set  aside 
property  for  more.  "My  umbilical  cord  is  here,"  says  Alice  Begay,  who 
lives  with  her  husband  in  a two-room  shack  in  Big  Mountain.  "I  heard  the 
water  is  contaminated  in  the  New  Land,  and  I think  the  government  moved 
our  people  there  so  they  could  die  faster." 

Pressed  against  the  Arizona-New  Mexico  state  line.  New  Land  is  365,000 
acres  of  arid,  undulating  land  sparsely  covered  with  sagebrush  and  cedar 
trees.  The  area  is  sliced  in  half  by  the  Puerco  River,  which  in  1979  was 
contaminated  by  one  of  the  largest  radioactive  spills  in  U.S.  history. 

About  94  million  gallons  of  uranium-tainted  wastewater  and  1,100  tons  of 
uranium  tailings  flooded  into  a tributary  of  the  Puerco  after  a dam  broke 
in  Church  Rock,  New  Mexico,  about  50  miles  upstream  from  New  Land.  Not 
only  was  the  water  radioactive,  but  "it  was  highly  acidic,  with  a pH  level 
akin  to  battery  acid,"  says  Chris  Shuey,  environmental  health  specialist 
with  the  Southwest  Research  and  Information  Center,  a nonprofit  education 
and  scientific  organization  in  Albuquerque. 

Traveling  100  miles,  the  spill  left  a trail  of  "hot  spots"  that  are 
still  detectable  today  in  sediment.  In  1994,  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
found  high  radioactivity  in  the  Puerco  during  runoff  conditions.  Although 


the  USGS  report  didn't  say  if  the  defunct  uranium  mines  in  Church  Rock 
were  responsible,  the  agency  nonetheless  recommended  that  people  not  let 
their  livestock  drink  from  the  river. 

The  1979  spill  was  merely  the  most  dramatic  incident  in  a 30-year  period 
during  which  the  Puerco  had  been  routinely  contaminated  by  the  Church  Rock 
mines.  Indeed,  more  wastewater  routinely  poured  into  the  Puerco  between 
1950  and  1983  than  during  the  1979  spill,  according  to  Shuey.  About  1,200 
gallons  a minute  of  contaminated  water  was  discharged  into  the  river 
during  the  1960s.  As  uranium  production  increased  in  the  '70s,  the  figure 
climbed  to  3,800  gallons  per  minute,  and  by  1983,  it  rose  to  5,300  gallons 
per  minute,  until  the  last  uranium  mine  finally  shut  down  in  1986. 

"The  contamination  was  ongoing,"  says  Shuey.  "That's  what  we  need  to 
realize. " 

Despite  the  potential  hazards  of  the  Puerco  River,  the  U.S.  government 
decided  to  relocate  Navajos  to  New  Land  in  1980.  So  far,  no  study  has  been 
done  to  determine  if  people  there  are  getting  sick,  have  higher  death 
rates,  or  suffer  from  cancer.  "We  just  don't  know,"  says  Shuey.  Federal 
authorities  insist  that  the  land  itself  is  not  contaminated  and  that 
people  actually  live  better  than  in  Big  Mountain.  "They  get  better  housing 
and  better  services  than  anywhere  else  on  the  reservation, " says  Paul 
Tessler,  attorney  for  the  federal  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Relocation.  "I 
think  [relocation]  is  a decent  and  humane  program." 

Indeed,  Navajos  in  New  Land  live  in  modern,  tract-style  homes  with  three 
to  five  bedrooms.  They  have  bathrooms,  full  kitchens,  ceiling  fans,  as 
well  as  plumbing,  electricity,  and  gas.  The  community  also  boasts  a new 
high  school,  a police  station,  a health  clinic,  and  a recreation  center 
for  both  youths  and  senior  citizens.  The  roads  are  paved,  and  Interstate 
40  is  readily  accessible,  linking  New  Land  to  Gallup,  New  Mexico,  a city 
about  an  hour  away.  Families  with  livestock  also  enjoy  large  tracts  of 
grazing  land  and  have  access  to  an  impermeable  aquifer  that's  free  of 
contamination . 

"All  of  them  are  adjusting  very  well,"  says  Tessler.  "I'm  not  saying 
they  don't  have  problems,  but  they  are  not  due  to  relocation." 

Some  New  Land  residents,  however,  tell  it  differently.  Removed  from 
their  ancestral  homeland  and  forced  to  pay  bills  they  never  had  before, 
families  are  having  a hard  time  making  ends  meet,  they  say.  They  suffer 
from  anxiety,  depression,  and  have  difficulty  maintaining  their  Navajo 
traditions.  Some  even  travel  for  hours  back  and  forth  to  Big  Mountain  for 
cedar,  used  in  Navajo  cooking,  because  they  say  the  cedar  in  New  Land 
tastes  bitter.  "This  doesn't  feel  like  home  to  me,"  says  3ohn  Curtis,  65, 
who  moved  to  New  Land  with  his  wife  Bernice  and  four  children  nine  years 
ago.  "I  can't  adjust  to  this  way  of  living." 

Curtis  had  been  a seasonal  farmworker  but  is  too  old  to  work  anymore.  He 
lives  in  a simple,  beige-colored  house  on  semiarid  land  near  a handful  of 
similar  homes.  He  says  the  Office  of  Relocation  told  him  he  would  have  a 
better  life  here  and  made  verbal  promises  of  employment.  But  these 
promises  were  never  fulfilled,  he  says,  and  his  family  is  now  on  welfare. 
Curtis  wishes  he  could  return  to  Big  Mountain,  where  he  farmed,  herded 
cattle  and  sheep,  and  felt  more  independent.  "It's  really  hard  out  here," 
he  says. 

About  eight  miles  farther  west  along  1-40,  other  residents  of  the 
sparsely  settled  New  Land  area  say  it's  just  as  difficult,  if  not  more  so, 
to  herd  cattle  there  as  it  was  in  Big  Mountain.  There  are  ordinances  that 
limit  the  number  of  livestock  and  prohibit  grazing  during  certain  times  of 
the  year.  There's  also  not  enough  water,  they  say.  "It's  the  ordinances 
that  make  it  difficult  here,"  says  3ohn  Friday,  50,  who  moved  to  New  Land 

four  years  ago.  "In  Big  Mountain,  I was  allowed  161  sheep  and  eight  horses. 

Here,  I'm  allowed  40  sheep  and  one  horse,  sometimes  a little  more, 
depending  on  the  time  of  year." 

Friday  says  he  moved  here  because  the  government  told  him  his  land  in 
Big  Mountain  now  belonged  to  the  Hopi.  But  his  Hopi  friends,  he  says, 
never  wanted  him  to  go.  "It  wasn't  the  Hopi  who  knocked  at  my  door  and 
told  me  to  leave,"  says  Friday.  "It  was  a white  man  from  the  Office  of 

Relocation  and  a Navajo  interpreter  who  told  me  I had  to  move.  I didn't 

resist  because  I thought  it  would  lead  to  physical  conflict.  I didn't  want 


to  end  up  getting  killed  for  the  land  or  getting  hurt,  so  I signed  up  for 
relocation . " 

Next  door.  Dune  Benally,  69,  has  similar  complaints.  She  moved  to  the 
area  six  years  ago.  Although  she  has  adjusted  to  life  in  New  Land,  it 
isn't  any  better  or  easier  than  when  she  lived  in  Big  Mountain.  "I  was 
promised  it  was  nice  out  here,"  she  says.  "But  it's  the  same." 

Underlying  the  relocated  Navajos'  hardships  is  a deep  fear  that  someday 
the  government  will  shove  them  off  this  land,  too.  They  live  in  a state  of 
unease  that  prevents  them  from  fully  adjusting  to  life  in  New  Land.  "I 
think  a lot  about  this  place,"  says  Bernice  Curtis.  "Am  I living  here  for 
nothing?  Will  the  government  come  around  again  and  take  away  this  land?" 

The  loss  of  their  land  --  it  has  been  the  story  of  American  Indians 
since  Christopher  Columbus  arrived.  What  were  once  independent  societies 
with  a whole  continent  to  themselves  have  been  reduced  to  wards  of  the 
state  with  their  land  held  in  trust  by  the  U.S.  government.  Yet  Navajos 
and  other  Indians  still  try  to  preserve  their  way  of  life  despite 
pressures  to  assimilate  into  the  "white  man's  world."  In  Big  Mountain, 
history  really  is  repeating  itself  as  scores  of  families  are  pushed  off 
territory  their  ancestors  called  home  for  thousands  of  years.  "This 
problem  is  the  making  of  U.S.  government  policies,"  says  Caltech's  Scudder. 
"The  bottom  line  is,  this  wouldn't  be  happening  if  the  coal  wasn't  there." 

As  for  those  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  relocation  act,  their  names 
will  be  filed  with  the  U.S.  Dustice  and  Interior  departments  "for  action 
they  deem  appropriate, " says  attorney  Tessler.  But  no  one  knows  what  that 
"action"  will  be.  The  government  claims  to  have  no  strategy  for  forcibly 
moving  people  come  February.  "As  far  as  I know,  there  are  no  plans  for  how 
to  deal  with  this  issue,"  says  Heather  Sibbison,  of  the  Interior 
Department . 

Back  in  Big  Mountain,  some  Navajos  are  hesitant  to  talk  about  what  will 
happen  when  the  deadline  arrives.  Dohn  Benally,  48,  doesn't  want  violence 
but  says  there  might  be  a "confrontation"  with  the  government,  similar  to 
the  Zapatista  uprising  in  Chiapas,  Mexico.  One  Navajo  woman  is  already 
known  to  have  fired  her  rifle  at  BIA  rangers  when  they  tried  to  impound 
her  animals.  "I  think  that  is  what  it  will  come  down  to,"  says  Benally, 
who  has  vowed  to  stay  in  Big  Mountain.  "I  think  we  will  have  to  take  a 
stand,  just  like  our  brothers  and  sisters  down  south." 

His  neighbor  and  good  friend  Pauline  Whitesinger  doesn't  want  violence 
either,  but  she  has  told  the  Office  of  Relocation  she  plans  to  stay  in  Big 
Mountain  no  matter  how  many  notices  they  send  or  how  many  of  her  animals 
they  take  away. 

"I  don't  know  what  will  happen  when  the  deadline  comes,"  says 
Whitesinger.  "Only  the  Creator  will  decide  that.  But  I am  not  leaving." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Churchill  hydro  project  delayed  by  land  dispute  - Tobin 

ST.  DOHN'S,  Nfld.  (CP)  - The  time  line  for  a deal  between  Quebec  and 
Newfoundland  on  the  Lower  Churchill  hydroelectric  project  has  been  pushed 
back  once  more. 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  said  it  will  likely  be  more  than  six  months  before 
an  agreement  is  in  place. 

A deal  was  expected  this  summer  but  Tobin  said  an  outstanding  land 
dispute  with  aboriginals  is  slowing  down  the  process. 

Tobin  met  with  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  during  the  premiers' 
conference  in  Quebec  City  to  review  the  project. 

Fie  said  that  while  Labrador  Innu  are  represented  by  the  Innu  Nation, 
those  in  Quebec  are  split  into  four  or  five  small  groups,  making 
negotiations  difficult. 

Newfoundland  is  a two-thirds  partner  in  the  $10-billion  proposed  project 
and  Quebec  is  a one-third  partner. 

Construction  had  been  scheduled  to  start  in  2002,  with  power  expected  to 
flow  to  the  grid  by  2007. 
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Premier  "Brian  Tobin"  says  he's  willing  to  slow  down  talks  on  the 
Lower  Churchill  project  if  it  means  speeding  up  talks  on  a land  claim 
agreement  for  the  Labrador  Innu. 
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Fred  Armstrong:  Premier  Brian  Tobin  says  he's  willing  to  slow  down 
talks  on  the  Lower  Churchill  development  if  it  means  speeding  up 
talks  on  a land  claim  agreement  for  the  Innu.  The  Innu  of  Labrador 
have  a stake  in  any  development  of  the  river.  Tobin  wants  to  see  that 
settled  as  quickly  as  possible.  David  Cochran  reports. 

David  Cochran:  The  Innu  have  been  a big  part  of  the  Churchill  Falls 
story  ever  since  the  up  stage  Premiers  Tobin  and  Bouchard  at  their 
big  announcement  in  Labrador.  The  question  of  how  to  settle  their 
land  claims  has  been  at  the  core  of  this  project.  Now  Premier  Tobin 
says  he'd  like  to  speed  that  process  up.  Tobin  wants  to  fast  track 
talks  in  a land  claims  agreement  even  if  it  means  slowing  down  a deal 
on  the  Lower  Churchill. 

Brian  Tobin:  It  may  well  be  that  if  the  Innu  communities  are  prepared 
to  engage  a meaningful  discussion  at  an  earlier  date  that  there  may 
be  some  advantage  in  terms  of  building  trust  and  building  the 
relationship  to  slowing  down  a little  bit  and  giving  them  the  chance 
to  get  on  board  this  train. 

David  Cochran:  A land  claim  agreement  will  go  along  way  in  moving  the 
Lower  Churchill  project  forwards.  Already  the  province  has 
successfully  negotiated  a deal  with  the  Inuit.  Tobin  thinks  there's 
now  a decent  chance  for  a compromise  with  the  Innu. 

Brian  Tobin:  I'd  like  us  to  take  a serious  look  and  inviting  our 
aboriginal  partners  to  the  table  now.  That's  not  a commitment  one  way 
or  the  other  that's  simply  to  say  that  I believe  there  is  good  will 
there . 

David  Cochran:  Of  course  much  of  this  depends  on  what  the  Quebec 


Government  wants  to  do  and  that's  something  Tobin  and  Lucien  Bouchard 
will  talk  about  when  they  meet  at  the  Premier's  conference  next 
month.  David  Cochran  CBC  News  St.  John's. 
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Voisey's  Bay  Set  Back  Again 

Picture  this:  you're  one  of  the  fortunate  few  who  owns  property  and  lives 
blissfully  on  the  shores  of  Sudbury's  beautiful  Lake  Nephawin  until  one 
day  diamonds  are  discovered  on  the  bottom  of  your  lake. 

Much  to  your  consternation  a mining  company  announces,  without 
consulting  you,  that  it  plans  to  drain  the  lake  and  dredge  its  bottom  to 
mine  the  diamonds. 

"Wait  a minute,"  you  say.  "What  about  us?  What  about  our  rights  as 
property  owners?  This  development  will  almost  certainly  reduce  the  real 
value  of  our  property  and  diminish  our  ability  to  enjoy  said  property. 
Surely  that's  not  right,  much  less  legal,  especially  since  we  were  here 
first . " 

"Oh  yeah,  right,  right,"  agree  the  Ontario  and  federal  governments, 
which  agree  to  appoint  an  environmental  assessment  panel  with  exhaustive 
powers  to  hold  hearings  and  make  recommendations  to  the  governments  on  the 
future  of  Lake  Nephawin. 

The  environmental  review  process  even  provides  money  so  that  you  and 
your  friends  can  prepare  and  deliver  briefs  to  the  panel,  so  you  spend 
months  trooping  into  church  basements  and  high  school  gyms  spilling  your 
guts  in  public,  telling  the  panel  how  much  the  Lake  means  to  you,  how 
beautiful  it  is,  how  your  grandchildren  swim  there  every  day  in  the  summer, 
etc.,  etc. 

When  the  panel  finally  rules  that  your  property  and  financial  rights 
must  be  addressed  before  the  dredging  can  start  you  rejoice;  clearly  this 
is  a triumph  for  property  rights,  public  consultation,  the  rule  of  law, 
and  the  Canadian  way  of  life. 

But  then,  a few  months  later,  comes  a shock:  the  two  levels  of 
government,  while  embracing  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  environmental 
panel's  findings,  refuse  to  accept  its  recommendations  on  your  property 
rights . 

In  fact,  say  the  governments,  they  certainly  won't  agree  that  your 
rights  and  interests  must  be  dealt  with  before  the  dredging  can  begin. 

The  diamonds  might  be  mined  first,  in  other  words,  and  your  concerns  will 
be  addressed  later,  perhaps  even  after  the  diamonds  are  long  gone. 

This,  believe  it  or  not,  is  the  status  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  development 
today,  after  both  Ottawa  and  the  government  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
declined  to  accept  several  of  the  most  important  recommendations  of  their 
own  Environmental  Assessment  Panel,  especially  as  regards  the  property 
rights  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of  northern  Labrador. 

The  national  media  have  to  date  completely  missed  the  implications  of 
this  latest  plot  twist  in  the  Voisey's  soap  opera,  instead  reporting  only 
that  government  acceptance  of  most  of  the  recommendations  clears  yet 
another  hurdle  for  Inco's  multimillion  dollar  mine  and  mill  project  in 
northern  Labrador. 

And  yet,  it  would  be  hard  to  overstate  the  gravity  of  this  latest 
development.  Government  intransigence  in  the  face  of  the  panel 
recommendations  has,  in  fact,  raised  the  uncertainty  of  the  entire 
Voisey's  Bay  development  to  new  heights  and  set  the  project's  eventual 
completion  date  back  years. 

Indeed,  I'll  venture  a new  prediction  right  here  and  now:  aboriginal 
land  claims  to  Voisey's  Bay  will  eventually  wind  up  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  as  a multi-billion  dollar  dispute  turning  on  the 
Delgamuukw  decision  of  December,  1997.  And  who  will  win  that  court  battle 


is  anyone's  guess. 

Inco  shareholders  should  be  deeply  concerned  about  these  Voiseys' 
developments,  which  have  so  angered  the  Innu  and  Inuit  that  their 
spokespersons  have  resumed  a tone  of  bitter  confrontation  that  hasn't  been 
heard  in  nearly  two  years. 

"To  say  that  the  Innu  are  disappointed  in  the  government  response  is  to 
put  it  pretty  mildly.  The  governments  are  going  down  the  wrong  path  - and 
they  may  be  setting  the  stage  for  more  protests  or  a court  case,  which 
could  delay  the  project  for  many  years",  stated  Innu  Nation  chief 
negotiator  Daniel  Ashini. 

"When  (Newfoundland  Premier)  Brian  Tobin  said  that  the  project  release 
was  'a  significant  step',  I hope  he  realises  that  it  is  a significant  step 
backwards . " 

The  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  which  recently  concluded  an  agreement- 
in-principal  of  its  land  claim,  was  nearly  as  bleak  in  its  outlook.  The 
decision  on  the  Voisey's  Bay  front  will  likely  set  back  Inuit  negotiations 
towards  a full  land  claim  settlement,  too. 

And  don't  think  for  one  minute  that  Ashini 's  threats  "for  more  protests 
or  a court  case"  are  mere  bluff.  If  the  Innu  Nation  has  shown  anything, 
it's  that  its  people  are  fully  capable  of  carrying  out  its  threats,  as 
they  have  done  repeatedly  in  the  past. 

And  what  happens  if  the  Innu  return  to  occupy  the  Voisey's  Bay  site,  as 
they  did  in  February,  1995  and  September,  1997?  Call  out  the  Mounties  all 
over  again?  "You  can't  mine  coal  with  the  point  of  a soldier's  bayonet," 
United  Mine  Workers'  President  John  L.  Lewis  once  famously  observed.  Or 
nickel  with  a Mountie's  pepper  gas  cannister. 

You  can  almost  hear  the  court  brief  being  written  in  the  Innu's  press 
release.  "We  do  not  feel  that  consultation  has  taken  place,  particularly 
with  the  Province  of  Newfoundland,"  Ashini  is  quoted  as  saying  in  words 
that  should  - but  apparently  didn't  - start  Inco  poohbahs  quaking  in  their 
$500  Guccis. 

The  key  word  here  is  "consultation,"  as  Ashini  surely  knows.  Because 
this  is  what  the  Supreme  Court  said  about  consultation  and  aboriginal 
title  to  land  in  its  landmark  Delgamuukw  decision:  "There  is  always  a duty 
of  consultation. 

"Whether  the  aboriginal  group  has  been  consulted  is  relevant  to 
determining  whether  the  infringement  of  aboriginal  title  is  justified.  . . 
The  nature  and  scope  of  the  duty  of  consultation  will  vary  with  the 
circumstances . 

"In  occasional  cases,  when  the  breach  is  less  serious  or  relatively 
minor,  it  will  be  no  more  than  a duty  to  discuss  important  decisions  that 
will  be  taken  with  respect  to  lands  held  pursuant  to  aboriginal  title.  . . 

"In  most  cases,  it  will  be  significantly  deeper  than  mere  consultation. 
Some  cases  may  even  require  the  full  consent  of  an  aboriginal  nation.  . ." 

Court  cases,  as  noted  here  before,  tend  to  be  time-consuming,  expensive, 
and  wildly  unpredictable  as  to  outcome.  But  the  fact  that  both  the  Innu 
and  the  Labrador  Inuit  are  now  talking  about  legal  action  once  again 
raises  the  following  scenario: 

An  Innu/Inuit  injunction  wends  its  way,  with  agonizing  slowness,  through 
the  Canadian  courts.  Much  like  the  NHL  regular  season,  the  outcome  of  the 
lower  court  rulings,  which  will  take  several  years  minimum,  won't  matter 
much . 

The  real,  meaningful  contests  will  be  the  playoffs,  the  final  ruling 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  court  rules  that  aboriginal  title  is 
indeed  in  effect  at  Voisey's  Bay,  the  unthinkable  may  then  happen. 

Invoking  its  own  previous  ruling,  the  Court  may  just  decide  that  "full 
consent  of  the  aboriginal  nation"  is  required  before  Voisey's  may  proceed, 
and  the  Innu  and/or  Inuit  could  just  be  so  pissed  off  with  the  whole 
affair  that  they  withhold  that  consent. 

For  one  of  the  first  times  in  Canadian  history,  aboriginal  nations  may 
be  legally  able  to  block  industrial  development.  An  industrial 
development,  don't  forget,  upon  which  Inco  has  staked  much  of  its 
corporate  future. 

Ottawa  and  Newfoundland,  it  says  here,  just  struck  a match,  while  Inco 
sits  helplessly  - and  haplessly  - nearby,  atop  a powder  keg.  A powder  keg. 


don't  forget,  for  which  the  company  has  paid  $4  billion.  Ouch. 

Mick  Lowe's  Voisey  Bay  coverage  in  Northern  Life  has  just  been  awarded 
the  prize  for  Best  Business  Writing  in  1998  by  the  Canadian  Community 
Newspaper  Association. 
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Indictments  could  come  in  White  Earth  investigation 
Copyright  Star  Tribune 
August  12,  1999 

MAHNOMEN,  Minn.  - Federal  indictments  could  be  handed  down  after  a three- 
year  investigation  into  allegations  of  fraud  in  the  housing  program  on  the 
White  Earth  Indian  Reservation. 

Current  tribal  government  officials  say  millions  of  dollars  intended  for 
housing  were  misappropriated  during  the  administration  of  Darrell  "Chip" 
Wadena . 

Wadena,  who  in  December  finished  a two-year  federal  prison  sentence  for 
corruption,  denies  the  allegations. 

John  Buckanaga,  chairman  of  the  White  Earth  tribe,  said  50  houses  could 
have  been  built  with  the  $4.5  million  that  was  allegedly  misused. 

Buckanaga  said  federal  investigators  seized  motorcycles,  motor  boats  and 
other  luxury  goods  that  were  apparently  owned  by  former  tribal  council 
members.  Buckanaga  also  said  authorities  seized  enough  material  to  build 
15  houses. 

Tribal  officials  say  material  was  re-sold  through  a business  owned  by 
members  of  the  Wadena  administration. 

Wadena  was  tribal  chairman  of  the  White  Earth  Band  of  Chippewa  for  two 
decades  before  a federal  jury  in  1996  found  him  and  two  other  officials 
guilty  of  money-laundering,  embezzlement,  conspiracy,  theft  and  bribery 
for  rigging  construction  bids  for  the  tribe's  Shooting  Star  Casino  and 
other  corruption.  Prosecutors  said  Wadena  made  nearly  $900,000  from 
illegal  sources  of  income. 
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Discovery  of  Bones  Stirs  Furor  Over  Koll  Project 
By  3ANET  WILSON 
c.  Los  Angeles  Times 
August  11,  1999 

Land  use:  Fragments  of  ancient  human  remains  were  found  at  Bolsa  Chica 
mesa  site.  Court  hearing  today  may  be  too  late,  archeologists  fear. 

Ancient  human  remains  have  been  found  at  a development  site  on  the  Bolsa 
Chica  mesa,  adding  to  the  furor  over  the  controversial  housing  project. 

Skeletal  fragments  were  unearthed  last  week  during  grading  at  a 6-acre 
site  where  homes  are  planned  on  a bluff  overlooking  the  Bolsa  Chica 
wetlands . 

Activists  monitoring  the  project  say  they  are  concerned  that  an  entire 
burial  ground  may  have  been  destroyed. 

"This  is  a big  deal,"  said  Duana  Mueller  of  the  Bolsa  Chica  Land  Trust, 


which  is  seeking  a temporary  restraining  order  to  stop  bulldozing  at  the 
site. 

The  bones,  uncovered  Aug.  4 by  a scraper  blade,  could  be  as  old  as  8,000 
years,  she  said:  "That's  way  before  the  pyramids.  That's  real  prehistory." 

Hearthside  Homes,  formerly  Koll  Real  Estate  Group,  plans  to  build  16 
houses  on  the  site,  which  is  near  Los  Patos  and  Bolsa  Chica  avenues  in 
Huntington  Beach. 

Officials  at  the  company  did  not  return  calls  seeking  comment. 

ludy  Myers  Suchey,  the  consulting  forensic  anthropologist  who  viewed  the 
find  last  week,  prepared  a report  for  the  Orange  County  coroner's  office 
stating  that  the  remains--cranial  bone  fragments  and  a tooth--are 
prehistoric . 

"It's  quite  possible,"  she  said  Tuesday,  that  a burial  ground  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  grading. 

But  Lisa  Woodward,  a staff  archeologist  for  the  firm  that  has  been 
monitoring  the  construction  site  for  the  builder,  said  she  does  not  think 
that  is  the  case. 

News  of  the  discovery  came  on  the  eve  of  a hearing  scheduled  this 
afternoon  in  Orange  County  Superior  Court  on  the  land  trust's  request  to 
stop  the  bulldozing,  which  also  has  drawn  the  ire  of  environmentalists. 

The  grading,  though,  is  already  completed,  several  officials  said. 

Further  complicating  the  issue  are  conflicting  accounts  of  who  has  the 
bones . 

David  Belardes,  chairman  of  the  Duaneno  Band  of  Mission  Indians,  said 
the  remains  have  been  turned  over  to  him  for  reburial. 

"We  already  have  a designated  reburial  area  on  site,"  he  said. 

"That's  what  I do--I  take  care  of  the  ancestors'  remains.  It's  important 
because  the  ancestors  need  to  be  left  alone  and  laid  to  rest.  When  we  have 
a development  like  this,  we  try  to  put  them  in  a place  where  they'll  never 
be  disturbed  again." 

But  archeologist  Woodward  of  Scientific  Resource  Surveys,  which  is 
monitoring  the  site,  said  she  has  the  remains  under  lock  and  key. 

She  said  she  saw  the  bone  fragments  in  the  company's  possession  Tuesday 
at  the  site. 

She  and  another  monitor  have  watched  all  the  grading  activity,  she  said, 
and  no  other  human  remains  have  been  unearthed. 

Patricia  Martz,  an  archeologist  and  professor  of  anthropology  at  Cal 
State  Los  Angeles,  said  Tuesday  she  feels  sick  about  the  grading  at  the 
site,  which  is  adjacent  to  where  a giant  prehistoric  village  once  stood. 

She  has  tracked  the  housing  development  closely  and  had  pushed 
Huntington  Beach  officials  to  require  more  detailed  testing  before  the 
bulldozing  began. 

When  she  heard  about  the  human  remains  found  last  week,  she  said,  she 
feared  that  an  invaluable  site  had  been  destroyed. 

"It's  possible  there  could  just  be  an  isolated  burial,"  she  said,  "or 
there  could  have  been  a whole  burial  ground. 

"There's  a range  of  possibilities.  You  just  can't  see  under  the  ground 
to  know,  and  now  that  it's  been  destroyed,  that  means  we'll  never  know 
what  was  there." 
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Prehistoric  artifacts  hold  valuable  links  to  past 
Museum  will  display  history  of  human  habitation 
Maureen  Clark 
c.  Associated  Press 
8-10-99 


UNALASKA,  Alaska  _ Even  after  20  years  as  an  archaeologist , Rick  Knecht 
still  marvels  at  the  prehistoric  artifacts  he  finds  in  the  Aleutians. 

The  stone  blades,  barbed  harpoons  and  tiny  charms  he  digs  up  date  from  a 
time  before  the  pyramids  of  Egypt. 

And  as  he  brushes  the  dirt  from  these  treasures  and  brings  them  into  the 
light  of  day,  Knecht  is  the  first  person  to  touch  them  in  a very  long  time. 

"It's  awe-inspiring,  to  pick  up  a tool  that's  9,000  years  old,"  Knecht 
said . 

Knecht,  46,  is  director  of  the  new  Museum  of  the  Aleutians,  set  to  open 
Aug.  28.  He  and  other  archaeologists  have  been  piecing  together  the 
history  of  the  earliest  people  who  lived  in  this  chain  of  islands  that 
straddle  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  the  Bering  Sea. 

And  as  he  talks  about  his  work  on  a rainy  summer  afternoon,  his  spirits 
are  buoyed  by  the  discoveries  made  during  the  previous  day's  dig  on  nearby 
Hog  Island. 

The  stone  tools  at  the  site  indicate  that  people  lived  in  the  area  9,000 
years  ago,  making  it  one  of  the  oldest  sites  of  human  habitation  in 
coastal  North  America. 

The  discoveries  have  captured  the  imagination  of  those  who  live  here 
today.  And  a remote  Alaska  community  best  known  as  the  nation's  largest 
commercial  fishing  port  and  the  home  of  world-record  halibut  is  taking  a 
closer  look  at  its  rich  history. 

Community  volunteers  have  spent  hours  assisting  on  archaeological  digs 
at  Margaret  Bay,  in  a commercial  area  of  town,  and  at  Summer  Bay,  just 
outside  of  town,  and  have  helped  to  catalog  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
artifacts  found. 

"The  key  is  o get  the  public  participating.  It's  the  best  way  to 
preserve  sites  from  being  damaged,"  said  Knecht. 

The  artifacts  will  go  on  display  at  the  new  $4  million  museum,  which 
will  also  feature  exhibits  on  the  Russian  influence  in  the  region  and  the 
huge  military  buildup  in  the  islands  during  World  War  II. 

The  museum  was  constructed  on  the  foundation  of  an  old  barracks. 

Many  items  taken  from  the  Aleutians  years  ago  to  museums  around  the 
country  will  be  returned. 

"One  of  the  things  that  bothered  many  of  the  long-term  residents  is  that 
so  many  of  the  things  discovered  here  have  been  spread  out  over  the 
country  because  we  didn't  have  a facility,"  said  Mayor  Frank  Kelty.  "We're 
excited  that  these  artifacts  will  come  home  to  Unalaska." 

The  museum  is  a cooperative  venture  by  the  city  of  Unalaska,  the 
Ounalashka  and  Aleut  Native  corporations  and  the  Qawalangin  Tribal  Council. 

The  new  museum  is  located  just  across  Margaret  Bay  from  an  archaeological 
site  that  contains  relics  estimated  to  be  about  6,000  years  old. 

The  Aleutian  Islands  are  known  for  their  fierce  winds,  frequent  storms, 
fog,  volcanoes  and  earthquakes.  But  these  archaeological  discoveries 
indicate  prehistoric  people  thrived  on  these  islands,  making  use  of  the 
abundant  marine  life  and  taking  shelter  in  dwellings  built  partially 
underground . 

The  new  museum  will  allow  what  they  left  behind  to  stay  close  to  home. 

"Kids  growing  up  here  can  see  the  artifacts  of  their  heritage,"  said 
Knecht . 

"That's  the  glue  that  holds  people  together." 
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Saying  the  Words  That  Save  a Culture 

Tribe's  Race  to  Teach  Its  Mother  Tongue  Reflects  Global  Erosion  of  Languages 
By  Guy  Gugliotta 


c.  Washington  Post 
August  9,  1999 

SAPULPA,  Okla.PThe  old  man  sat  with  his  arms  folded  while  Katy,  IS,  Renee, 
13,  and  Eleanor,  9,  huddled  to  figure  out  how  to  say  "bring  the  shovel,"  a 
tough  question  in  a quiz  game  the  community  had  dubbed  "Yuchi  Jeopardy!" 

The  girls  whispered  among  themselves,  then  turned  to  the  old  man  and 
recited  loudly  and  in  unison:  "Saa-show-yaa  haa-ah-nee  kuhn-gunh"  --  "the 
shovel,  bring  it!" 

Henry  Washburn  beamed:  "That's  good,  that's  good.  Say  it  over  again,  so 
you'll  know  how  to  say  it  better." 

And  they  did. 

The  game  is  deadly  serious.  Washburn,  74,  is  one  of  perhaps  10  living 
native  speakers  of  Yuchi,  the  language  of  a small  portion  of  the  Creek 
Nation  in  northeast  Oklahoma.  He  is  trying  to  pass  the  mother  tongue  to  the 
children  of  the  community  in  a race  against  time.  "In  a few  more  years," 
Washburn  said,  "there  won't  be  anybody  left  to  teach  it." 

All  over  the  United  States  and  the  world,  small  communities  are  watching 
a part  of  their  culture  slide  toward  oblivion.  There  are  about  6,700 
languages  worldwide  today,  and  many  linguists  agree  that  at  least  one 
disappears  every  two  weeks. 

And  the  curve  is  steepening:  "The  only  ones  that  are  safe  have  some  kind 
of  power  or  state  support,  or  have  sheer  numbers  on  their  side,"  said 
linguist  Michael  Krauss,  director  of  the  Alaska  Native  Language  Center  in 
Fairbanks.  "That's  less  than  200  languages." 

Many  linguists  believe  at  least  half  of  the  rest  will  be  gone  in  100 
years.  Krauss,  more  pessimistic,  suggests  that  95  percent  will  either 
disappear  during  the  next  century  or  become  "moribund"  --  spoken  by  a few 
elders,  but  untaught  and  unknown  among  children. 

"That  means  a language  is  doomed,"  said  linguist  Ives  Goddard,  a curator 
at  the  National  Museum  of  Natural  History.  "In  most  cases,  there  is  no 
practical  way  to  bring  back  languages  in  very  small  communities." 

The  phenomenon  occurs  everywhere.  In  Australia,  linguists  estimate  that 
90  percent  of  what  used  to  be  250  languages  are  moribund.  In  Alaska,  Siberia 
and  the  rest  of  the  polar  North,  56  of  72  languages  are  disappearing.  In  the 
Amazon  jungle,  82  of  100  to  150  languages  appear  doomed. 

There  are  many  reasons. 

Cultures  isolated  for  centuries  now  have  access  to  the  Internet  --  but 
only  in  a foreign  language.  A more  powerful  neighbor  may  offer  greater 
opportunities  --  but  only  in  a different  language.  Television  in  a foreign 
language  brings  romantic,  new  ideas  into  remote  living  rooms.  And  even 
today,  invaders  or  occupiers  may  use  language  to  identify  those  marked  for 
genocide  or  systematic  repression. 

And  even  as  concern  has  grown,  the  world  has  become  so  blended  and 
dispersed  by  intermarriage  and  modern  mobility  that  those  most  critical  to 
restoring  a language  --  children  and  young  people  --  often  see  no  reason  to 
do  so. 

Linguists  agree  that  language  endangerment  is  as  pervasive  in  the  United 
States  as  in  any  region  on  Earth.  Before  Columbus,  there  were  probably  more 
than  250  languages  spoken  in  what  is  now  U.S.  territory.  Today  the 
Texas-based  Summer  Institute  of  Linguistics  lists  192,  and  135  of  them  -- 
or  71  percent  --  have  at  best  speakers  who  are  "middle-aged  or  older." 

Yuchi  is  the  language  of  2,400  descendants  of  a people  who  were  "removed" 
from  ancestral  lands  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  and  sent  to  Oklahoma  in  the 
winter  of  1838-39  along  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  that  other  tribes  traveled  as 
well . 

"When  they  tell  about  it  in  English,  they  leave  out  the  real  story,"  said 
Mose  Cahwee,  82,  another  of  the  teaching  elders  who  learned  Yuchi  history 
and  folkways  from  his  grandmother.  "I  kept  it  all  this  time,  and  then  I saw 
that  we  needed  to  let  these  teenagers  know  what  I know.  It  wasn't  doing 
anyone  any  good  for  me  to  keep  it  in." 

In  the  early  1990s,  activists  asked  Washburn,  Cahwee  and  other  elders  to 
help  teach  Yuchi  to  the  rest  of  the  community,  centered  in  Sapulpa,  about  20 
miles  west  of  Tulsa.  Yuchi  has  no  official  alphabet,  but  uses  an  informal 
set  of  symbols  as  a teaching  aid. 

Progress  comes  slowly.  Attorney  Greg  Bigler,  40,  leads  an  adult  class. 


while  anthropologist  Richard  Grounds,  also  40,  enlisted  Cahwee  and  Washburn 
to  teach  the  children  at  Pickett  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  outside 
Sapulpa . 

"We've  had  a weekly  class  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,"  Grounds  said. 
"At  times,  we've  had  25-26  people.  Other  times  we've  been  down  to  a handful. 
We're  just  trying  to  carry  it  forward." 

The  children  play  Yuchi  Jeopardy  and  Yuchi  bingo.  In  the  spring,  they 
planted 

a traditional  garden  in  Yuchi.  In  the  summer  they  harvested  it  in  Yuchi  -- 
with  the  Yuchi  names  for  hoe,  ax,  rake  and  shovel. 

But  it's  hard  going:  "The  teachers  are  old,  and  when  we  lose  one  we 
despair  and  don't  hold  classes  for  a couple  of  weeks,  or  a couple  of 
months,"  Bigler  said.  "But  we  come  back.  We  just  keep  plugging  away." 

The  pattern  of  old  folks  teaching  children  appears  in  dozens  of  other 
Native  American  communities,  the  result  of  a century  of  repression  that 
deprived  entire  generations  of  their  language.  "The  first  Indian  policy 
was  'The  only  good  Indian  was  a dead  Indian,'  " said  Krauss.  "Then  the 
policy  was  that  the  only  good  Indian  was  a civilized,  English-speaking 
Indian . " 

When  the  United  States  took  over  Hawaii  in  1898,  the  government  banned 
Hawaiian  from  the  public  schools,  and  by  1984,  when  a private  foundation 
began  teaching  the  language  in  defiance  of  the  restrictions,  the  Aloha 
State  had  2,000  native  speakers  among  a population  of  about  1 million.  Only 
35  were  children. 

In  eastern  Montana,  Richard  Littlebear,  cultural  affairs  director  for  the 
Northern  Cheyenne,  recalls  his  teachers  washing  his  mouth  with  soap  or 
pelting  him  with  pieces  of  hard  cheese  whenever  he  spoke  Cheyenne  in  the 
classroom.  Today  Littlebear,  59,  estimates  only  2,000  of  the  tribe's  8,000 
members  speak  Cheyenne,  probably  none  under  35. 

"The  policy  was  devastating.  Three  or  four  generations  who  consider 
themselves  Cheyenne  had  the  thing  that  most  distinguishes  them  taken  away," 
said  Littlebear. 

Some  people  didn't  cooperate.  In  Sapulpa,  Cahwee  held  on  to  Yuchi  through 
boarding  school  beatings  and  extra  kitchen  duty:  "My  grandmother  told  me, 
'They're  going  to  try  to  take  it  away  from  you,  but  as  long  as  you  have  it, 
wherever  you  go,  whatever  you  do,  you'll  always  be  Yuchi.'  " 

But  Littlebear  forswore  Cheyenne,  considering  it  a liability  in  a changing 
world.  He  earned  a doctorate,  worked  for  the  government  and  only  returned 
to  Montana  in  1980  to  take  a job  running  a local  bilingual  program. 

"Somebody  had  lied  to  me  all  those  years,"  Littlebear  said.  "I  found  I 
liked  talking  and  joking  in  Cheyenne."  He  became  an  advocate,  "word  coiner" 
and  punster: 

"We  had  no  words  for  things  like  plastic.  Styrofoam,  rockets  or  mashed 
potatoes,"  he  said,  so  he  invented  some.  Computers  were  "tapping,  writing 
things  that  almost  know  how  to  think  for  themselves,"  and  the  Styrofoam 
beads  that  cushion  computers  in  packing  cases  became  "ghost  poop." 

But  by  the  time  Littlebear  and  others  elsewhere  decided  to  do  something 
about  language  loss,  there  were  new  difficulties.  "We  have  much  more 
mobility  with  cars  and  trucks,"  said  Tessie  Naranjo,  58,  who  teaches 
classes  in  Tewa  at  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico.  "We  are  much  more 
interested  in  styles  in  clothing,  the  computer,  movies  and  television," 
she  added.  "These  all  contribute  to  the  younger  children  not  learning  and 
the  younger  parents  not  teaching." 

In  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  language  fluency  among  Choctaw  children  dropped 
from  92  percent  to  40  percent  in  20  years  as  the  8,000-member  community 
used  light  industry  and  casino  gambling  to  lift  itself  from  impoverished 
isolation  to  full  employment  and  prosperity.  "When  I first  came  here  in 
1976,  I was  teaching  the  kids  English,"  linguist  Patricia  Kwachka  said. 

Now  the  tribe  has  a new  Choctaw  immersion  program. 

"The  message  you  get  from  TV  is  always  in  English  and  never  in  your 
language,"  said  University  of  Texas  linguist  Anthony  C.  Woodbury,  a 
specialist  in  Alaskan  languages.  "Television  presents  a glamorous  world, 
and  never  gives  you  any  idea  how  to  connect  that  world  with  yours. 

"This  is  pure  cultural  nerve  gas,"  Woodbury  continued,  noting  communities 


that  wish  to  retain  their  language  must  first  answer  one  crucial  question: 
"What  do  you  get  by  knowing  it?" 

Krauss  offers  abstract  reasons:  There  is  beauty  in  diversity;  no  language 
deserves  to  trump  another;  each  language  represents  a unique  way  of  looking 
at  the  world;  language  is  a living  thing. 

"Universal  human  experience  is  encoded,  analyzed  and  expressed  differently 
in  different  languages,"  Krauss  said.  "Every  time  we  lose  a language,  we 
lose  a whole  way  of  thinking,  and  that's  not  good." 

Members  of  affected  communities  have  a harder-headed  agenda.  Cahwee 
noticed  that  the  Yuchi  were  "losing  out  on  a lot  of  federal  programs" 
because  they  could  not  use  their  language  to  demonstrate  the  cultural 
cohesion  necessary  to  obtain  full  tribal  status  from  the  federal 
government . 

Bill  Wilson,  the  non-Hawaiian  founder  of  the  islands'  language  restoration 
program,  showed  that  his  bilingual  students  learned  better  English  than 
most  island  children,  who  speak  a local  street  dialect.  The  state  now 
supports  the  Hawaiian  program. 

Dorothy  Lazore,  a Mohawk  teacher  in  Canada  and  northern  New  York  for  20 
years,  believes  that  "if  we  agreed  to  learn  our  language,  our  people  would 
get  back  their  well-being,"  adding:  "We  need  to  be  rooted  in  who  we  are." 

In  Natick,  Mass.,  Jessie  Fermino,  a member  of  the  Wampanoag  tribe,  entered 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  to  become  a linguist  so  she  could 
teach  her  people  a language  that  has  not  been  spoken  for  a century. 

Her  tools  include  a Wampanoag  King  James  Bible  written  in  1655,  hundreds 
of  other  early  American  Wampanoag  documents  and  the  knowledge  that 
Wampanoag,  an  Algonquian  language,  has  many  living  cousins. 

Still,  acknowledged  Fermino,  now  35  and  working  on  a grammar  for  her 
master's  thesis,  "you  really  need  a linguist  to  do  this,"  and  the  tribe 
couldn't  afford  to  hire  one.  "We  had  to  create  one,"  she  said.  "That  would 
be  me." 

Last  year,  Fermino  started  a beginning  Wampanoag  class,  and  this  year  she 
expects  60  students.  Her  goal  is  to  start  a children's  immersion  program  in 
which  "there's  no  English  spoken  at  all." 

The  prototype  in  the  United  States  is  Wilson's  Hawaiian  schools,  which 
started  in  1984  with  12  preschoolers  and  followed  them  through  high  school, 
adding  to  the  curriculum  a year  at  a time.  The  first  11  seniors  graduated 
in  June,  and  the  system  now  has  1,857  students,  including  200  preschoolers 
and  500  in  kindergarten:  "At  one  point  you  had  3-  and  4-year-olds  conversing 
with  people  in  their  seventies,"  Wilson  recalled.  "It's  better  now,  but  we 
still  have  a long  way  to  go." 

Many  tribes  confronting  language  loss  have  difficulty  accepting  the  need 
for  schools.  In  Mississippi,  Choctaw  parents  "believe  that  if  you're 
Choctaw,  you  speak  Choctaw,"  Kwachka  said.  When  tests  showed  that  kids 
didn't  speak  Choctaw,  "there  were  a lot  of  upset  people." 

In  the  Southwest,  the  Hopi  and  Pueblo  have  been  slow  to  act  because  they 
believe  language  is  sacred  and  shouldn't  be  taught  in  schools.  A quasi-taboo 
also  existed  in  Yuchi,  which  uses  one  set  of  pronouns  for  Yuchis  and  another 
for  non-Yuchis,  which  include  all  other  people,  as  well  as  dogs,  cats  and 
other  beasts. 

To  write  it,  tape  it  or  teach  it  was  somehow  a betrayal,  but  in  the  end, 
Cahwee  said,  he  had  no  choice:  "If  I don't  say  these  things,  then  nobody 
will  ever  know." 
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The  Clinton  administration  has  spent  much  time  and  money  defending 
itself  against  a class  action  lawsuit  alleging  that  government  agencies 
have  mismanaged  billions  of  dollars  in  Indian  trust  funds.  Yesterday  a 
judge  ordered  it  to  spend  $625,000  more--to  pay  legal  bills  accrued  by 
the  Indians. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  C.  Lamberth  said  he  imposed  the  penalties 
because  government  officials  and  lawyers  repeatedly  disobeyed  his 
orders  to  turn  over  records  critical  to  the  Indians'  case.  As  a result, 
he  said,  the  government  caused  the  Indians'  attorneys  to  waste 
thousands  of  hours  seeking  documents. 

The  ruling  was  a follow-up  to  an  order  issued  by  Lamberth  in  February 
that  found  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  Assistant  Interior 
Secretary  Kevin  Gover  and  then-Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin  in 
contempt  of  court.  The  judge  held  them  responsible  for  the  failure  to 
locate  and  produce  records  concerning  trust  fund  accounts  held  by  the 
government  on  behalf  of  Indians.  He  said  government  lawyers  misled  him 
by  insisting  the  records  were  produced. 

Yesterday  Lamberth  said  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  hold  the 
officials  and  lawyers  personally  responsible  for  the  costs,  adding, 

"The  court  is  aware  of  the  unfortunate  consequences  of  today's  ruling 
on  American  taxpayers. 

"In  this  judge's  view,  the  American  taxpayers  should  not  continue  to  be 
forced  to  bear  the  burden  of  these  types  of  misdeeds.  Instead,  as  is 
the  case  in  the  private  sector,  these  attorneys  and  officials 
themselves  should  bear  individual  responsibility  for  their  actions,"  he 
said  in  a 45-page  opinion. 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  filed  the  lawsuit  in  1996,  alleging 
that  the  government  has  lost  track  of  billions  of  dollars  in  trust 
funds  because  of  mismanagement  that  dates  back  more  than  100  years. 
Lamberth  recently  presided  over  a trial  to  determine  what  to  do  with 
roughly  350,000  trust  accounts  held  by  individual  Indians.  He  has  yet 
to  announce  a ruling  but  in  court  has  openly  explored  the  possibility 
of  naming  an  outside  expert  to  oversee  reforms. 

The  trust  funds  were  established  to  compensate  Indians  for  use  of  their 
land.  The  government  is  supposed  to  manage  the  trust  accounts  and  pass 
along  royalties  from  the  sale  of  petroleum,  timber  and  other  natural 
resources.  Babbitt  testified  for  two  days  during  the  trial,  saying  that 
he  was  committed  to  overhauling  the  system  so  Indians  can  finally  get 
an  accounting. 

In  yesterday's  ruling,  Lamberth  analyzed  roughly  $2.3  million  in 
expenses  submitted  by  the  Indians'  legal  team.  He  determined  that  only 
a portion  of  those  costs  stemmed  directly  from  the  records  disputes. 
However,  Keith  Harper,  a lawyer  with  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund, 
said  the  Indians  can  seek  additional  reimbursement  if  they  ultimately 
prevail  in  the  trial, 
c.  1999  The  Washington  Post  Company 
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About  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund 

Indian  lives  are  governed  by  hundreds  of  treaties,  thousands  of  federal 
statutes,  and  numerous  regulations  and  administrative  rulings  --  many  of 
them  which  contradict  each  other.  There  must  be  resolution  of  these  legal 
barriers  if  Indian  people  are  to  have  any  chance  for  an  improved  day-to- 
day  existence.  The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  provides  the  necessary 
legal  representation  to  Native  American  tribes  and  villages,  organizations 
and  individuals  to  help  untangle  the  maze  of  laws  impacting  their  lives. 


The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF)  is  the  non-profit  legal 
organization  devoted  to  defending  and  promoting  the  legal  rights  of  the 
Indian  people.  NARF  attorneys,  most  of  whom  are  Native  Americans,  defend 
tribes  who  otherwise  cannot  bear  the  financial  burden  of  obtaining  justice 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  NARF  has  unique  role  in  America:  It 
focuses  on  guaranteeing  that  national  and  state  governments  live  up  to 
their  legal  obligations  mainly  through  work  in  the  courtroom.  Here,  NARF 
invokes  laws  enacted  by  these  same  government  bodies  to  give  strength  and 
substance  to  promises  that  have  been  empty  for  too  many  years,  the  staff 
of  NARF  use  their  understanding  of  Native  American  legal  issues  to  assist 
tribes  in  negotiating  with  individuals,  companies,  and  governmental 
agencies,  and  to  help  draft  and  promote  beneficial  legislation.  One  major 
focus  of  the  organization  is  to  restore  the  rights  guaranteed  by  existing 
laws  and  treaties.  This  emphasis  helps  Native  Americans  in  all  50  states 
advance  toward  controlling  their  own  destinies  and  assuring  their  own 
survival.  Cases  are  accepted  on  the  basis  of  their  breadth  and  potential 
importance  in  setting  precedents  and  establishing  important  principles  of 
Indian  law. 

Indian  law  has  changed  dramatically  with  two  decades  of  assistance  from 
NARF.  The  threat  of  tribal  termination  has  waned  and  tribes  are  now 
recognized  as  sovereign  governments  in  the  American  federalist  system. 
Tribal,  state  and  federal  officials  are  more  sophisticated  about  the  legal 
rights  of  Native  Americans.  Indian  law  has  become  a recognized  specialty 
with  a well  documented  body  of  statues  and  case  law.  Through  the  1970 's 
and  into  the  1980' s,  courts  were  generally  receptive  to  Indian  rights 
cases.  Since  the  mid  1980's,  an  increasingly  conservative  federal  bench 
has  made  Indian  rights  cases  more  difficult  to  win.  Combined  with  the  huge 
cost  of  litigation-in  time  and  in  money-this  means  NARF  and  its  Indian 
clients  are  always  attuned  to  opportunities  for  negotiation,  consensus, 
and  settlement.  With  credibility  built  over  26  years,  NARF  has  become  a 
respected  consultant  to  policy-makers  and  others  engaged  in  drafting 
legislation.  As  a consensus  builder,  NARF  works  hand-in-hand  with 
religious,  civil  rights,  and  other  Native  American  organizations  to  shape 
laws  that  will  help  assure  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  Native 
Americans.  A staff  of  16  attorneys  handle  about  50  major  cases  at  any 
given  time,  with  most  of  the  cases  taking  several  years  to  resolve.  NARF 
receives  scores  of  requests  for  legal  services  annually.  The  staff  and 
budget  do  not  allow  NARF  to  pursue  them  all.  Therefore,  choices  must  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  widespread  benefit  and  chances  of  success. 

Thousands  of  friends  have  helped  NARF  to  grow  and  succeed.  Individuals, 
corporations,  foundations,  government  agencies,  religious  groups,  and 
tribal  organizations  support  NARF ' s important  work.  Fee  arrangements  are 
negotiated  with  clients  having  the  ability  to  pay.  NARF  is  501(c)(3) 
charitable  organization,  so  contributions  are  tax-deductible. 
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Nez  Perce  tribe  honors  ancestors  lost  in  1870s  conflict 
By  30E  POPPER  - Columnist 
Date:  08/13/99  22:15 

Early  Wednesday  morning,  15  members  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  from  Idaho 
stood  beside  a lonely  gravel  road  that  winds  through  the  river  bottoms  on 
the  east  edge  of  Fort  Leavenworth. 

They  had  come  to  honor  their  ancestors  who  were  imprisoned  at  the  fort 


in  1877  after  the  Nez  Perce  War. 

As  thunder  boomed  like  artillery  in  the  west  and  a sheeting  rain  began 
to  fall,  the  small  group  formed  a circle  and  sang  the  long-ago  songs  of 
their  people.  It  was  a private  ceremony,  a solemn  prelude  to  a public 
gathering  scheduled  later  that  day. 

"This  morning  we  echoed  the  songs  our  people  sang  while  they  were  held 
here,"  said  Horace  Axtell,  a Nez  Perce  elder  and  spiritual  leader. 

"We  sang  about  things  of  bravery,  about  things  of  strength  and  things  of 
beauty. " 

Later,  at  the  Chief  Joseph  picnic  grounds  beside  the  river,  Allen 
Pinkham,  a former  tribal  chairman,  stood  beneath  a canopy  to  avoid  the 
downpour . 

"We  think  that  29  of  our  people  are  buried  out  there,"  he  said,  pointing 
toward  an  open  field  just  to  the  south.  "No  one  knows  for  certain.  Their 
graves  are  unmarked.  Now  each  year  we  follow  their  long  trail,  honoring 
all  who  suffered  and  died  upon  it." 

Land  grab 

The  Nez  Perce  Trail,  now  by  act  of  Congress  a series  of  historic  sites, 
winds  across  much  of  the  Northwest.  It  is  a monument  to  the  courage  of  an 
embattled  people  and  the  deceit  of  a government  that  greedily  tore  them 
from  their  ancestral  lands. 

Until  the  1860s,  the  various  bands  of  the  Nez  Perce  had  roamed  from  the 
high  plains  of  Montana  to  the  verdant  Wallowa  Valley  of  eastern  Oregon. 

Not  once  had  they  been  in  conflict  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  militia,  or  settlers. 

And  yet  because  their  land  was  fertile  and  ore-laden  and  coveted  by 
miners  and  timbermen  and  farmers,  they  were  ordered  onto  a reservation  in 
1855. 

In  1863,  by  a federal  edict  cleverly  couched  as  a treaty,  their 
reservation  was  reduced  by  four-fifths.  Most  Nez  Perce  leaders  refused  to 
acknowledge  the  new  boundaries. 

"The  earth  is  part  of  our  body,  and  we  never  gave  up  the  earth,"  said 
one  Nez  Perce  elder. 

And  so  in  spring  1877,  the  Army  sent  Gen.  Oliver  Howard  at  the  head  of  a 
large  force  to  clear  the  Nez  Perce  bands  from  the  entire  Wallowa  Plateau. 

To  save  his  people  from  destruction,  the  tribal  leader  known  as  Chief 
Joseph  counseled  peace  and  led  several  hundred  of  his  followers  eastward 
across  the  Snake  River  to  a place  in  Idaho  known  as  White  Bird  Canyon. 

Other  bands  soon  joined  them. 

While  the  tribe  camped  along  White  Bird  Creek,  a group  of  young  warriors, 
angry  and  embittered,  left  and  killed  11  white  settlers. 

On  June  17,  Howard's  forces  attacked  the  camp.  But  the  Nez  Perce 
warriors  outfought  and  outmaneuvered  the  soldiers,  killing  many  before 
disappearing  in  the  darkness. 

The  Nez  Perce  bands  then  fled  across  Idaho,  traversed  the  Bitterroot 
Mountains  into  western  Montana,  and  there,  thinking  themselves  safe,  they 
stopped  beside  the  Big  Hole  River. 

But  at  dawn  Aug.  19,  soldiers  commanded  by  Col.  John  Gibbon  charged  the 
sleeping  camp.  Gibbon  told  his  men  to  take  no  prisoners. 

More  than  80  Nez  Perces,  mostly  women  and  children,  were  slaughtered 
before  the  warriors  regrouped  and  routed  the  Army  again. 

The  tribe  fled  south,  crossed  the  newly  created  Yellowstone  National 
Park  in  Wyoming,  and  then  turned  north,  hoping  to  find  refuge  in  Canada. 

By  late  September  they  had  forded  the  Missouri  River  and  were  camped 
near  the  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  40  miles  south  of  the  Canadian  border.  They 
had  trekked  more  than  1,300  miles  in  roughly  three  months  while  fighting 
constant  rearguard  actions. 

On  Sept.  30,  an  Army  detachment  commanded  by  Col.  Nelson  Miles  launched 
yet  another  attack.  In  the  vicious,  close  fighting  that  day,  the  Nez 
Perces  stalemated  the  assault,  and  a week  of  tense  negotiations  ensued. 

Miles  made  an  offer  of  peace.  If  Joseph  surrendered,  he  and  his  people 
would  be  returned  unharmed  to  the  Lapwai  reservation  in  Idaho. 

On  Oct.  5,  to  save  the  remaining  women  and  children  in  his  band,  Joseph 
ceremonially  surrendered  his  rifle  and  made  a speech  that  is  now  among 


the  most  famous  in  American  history. 

"I  am  tired.  My  heart  is  sick  and  sad.  From  where  the  sun  now  stands  I 
will  fight  no  more  forever." 

The  remaining  450  Nez  Perces  first  were  taken  to  Bismarck,  N.D.  And 
there.  Miles  told  Joseph  that  his  agreement  had  been  overruled  by 
Washington.  The  Nez  Perces  would  not  be  returned  to  Idaho. 

"When  will  the  white  chiefs  begin  to  tell  the  truth?"  Joseph  asked. 

Miles  himself  was  enraged.  He  argued  to  his  superiors  that  the  terms  he 
and  Joseph  had  negotiated  should  be  upheld.  But  his  efforts  altered 
nothing. 

The  Nez  Perces  were  shipped  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  there  forced  to  live 
in  the  fetid,  marshy  bottom  lands.  Many  died  in  their  months  there.  Some 
say  28;  some  say  100.  No  one  knows. 

More  died,  at  least  100  more,  most  of  them  children,  when  the  tribe  was 
moved  to  Tonkawa,  Okla.,  in  summer  1878. 

Seven  years  later,  most  of  the  survivors  finally  were  taken  back  to 
Lapwai.  But  not  Chief  loseph.  The  leader  who  had  yearned  for  peace  was 
considered  too  dangerous  to  walk  free  among  his  people. 

He  was  sent  instead  to  the  Colville  reservation  in  Washington,  where  he 
died  in  1904. 

"We  heard  gunshots" 

Standing  in  the  rain  on  Wednesday  morning,  Wilfred  Scott,  vice  chairman 
of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribal  Council,  explained  why  he  and  other  tribal 
members  had  come  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

"Our  journeys  along  the  old  war  trail  began  in  1974,"  he  said. 

That  year  a Nez  Perce  couple  named  lim  and  Edith  Earthboy,  who  live  on 
the  Fort  Belknap  reservation  in  Montana,  took  two  friends  from  Canada  to 
visit  the  nearby  Bear  Paw  battlefield  site. 

While  the  men  walked  the  area  for  two  hours,  the  women  sat  talking  in 
the  parking  lot. 

When  lim  Earthboy  returned,  he  told  his  wife:  "Something  happened  to  us 
out  there.  We  heard  gunshots.  We  heard  horses  screaming.  We  heard  babies 
crying. ..." 

Edith  Earthboy  nodded.  "We  heard  the  same  things,"  she  said. 

"After  that,  they  knew  they  had  to  do  something,"  Scott  said.  "They  felt 
a need  to  feed  the  spirits  of  our  people,  and  so  they  made  plans  for  a 
gathering  at  Bear  Paw  in  1977,  the  centennial  of  the  battle." 

More  than  300  Nez  Perces  came  to  the  battlefield  that  year. 

"And  we  realized  we  had  to  go  other  places  as  well,"  Scott  said.  "There 
are  other  spirits  along  the  trail." 

And  so  every  year,  members  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe  travel  the  long  path 
taken  by  their  fleeing  ancestors. 

The  ceremony  this  week  marked  their  first  official  visit  to  Fort 
Leavenworth . 

"We  come  here  in  good  spirit,"  said  Axtell  to  the  audience  attending  the 
public  event.  "We  ask  for  nothing  but  the  chance  to  smoke  the  pipe  in 
honor  of  our  ancestors." 

Then  he  spoke  of  the  soldiers  and  politicians  who  had  persecuted  his 
people. 

"We  seek  no  apology  now,"  he  said.  "But  we  know  that  the  things  they  did 
to  us  will  haunt  their  (spirits)  forever." 

"RE : For  All  Those  Who  Were  Indian  In  A Former  Life"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Aug  1999  20:13:48  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : For  all  who  "want  to  be"  (repost) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . 

Lot  of  talk  about  spirit  here  in  the  ng  these  days,  so  I thought  I'd  dust 
this  off  & repost  it.  Makes  it  clear:  if  you  want  to  share  the  spirit,  you 
share  the  life.  Period.  There  is  NO  other  way,  no  matter  what  you  pretend 


to  others,  or  to  yourself.  LTo  pretend  otherwise  is  much  like  the 
"warriors"  who  go  to  the  occasional  pow-wow  or  rush  to  the  occasional 
barricade  but  fill  the  rest  of  their  days  living  some  "other"  life  when 
there  is  so  much  need  for  warrior-work  everywhere,  every  day..  Work  like 
getting  the  groceries  for  elders  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves;  like 
walking  a night  along  city  streets  where  the  wounded  of  the  people  suffer 
& offering  a blanket,  or  a pizza;  like  being  an  example  to  friends  & 
family  all  the  time,  not  just  at  pow-wow  or  "special  occasions"...  Truly 
being  "of  this  land"  & not  just  one  who  is  "on  this  land"  is  full-time, 
not  part-time  work. 

If  you  don't  live  as  one  with  the  Nation  (as  you  can  regardless  of  your 
place  of  residence),  if  you  don't  share  the  life  of  the  Nation,  then  any 
talk  about  sharing  the  spiritual  life  of  that  Nation  is  meaningless...  No 
matter  what  your  skin  tone  or  "bloodlines"  or  any  other  cute,  man-made 
label-of -the-day  you  choose  to  wear. 

And  by  the  way,  while  I'm  here  & addressing  matters  of  the  spirit..  A 
reminder  of  FACT:  That  other  than  the  duly-certified  "Native  American 
Church",  there  is  NO  such  thing  as  an  "Indian  religion".  The  spiritual 
beliefs  of  each  of  the  Nations  of  this  land  should  not  be  insulted  by 
implying  that  they  fit  into  the  narrow-box-for-narrow-minds  that  is  a 
"religion".  Next  thing  you  know  the  blind  ones  will  be  trying  to  say  that 

God  is  some  kind  of  "being,"  in  a ludicrous  attempt  to  reduce  the  infinite 

& eternal  to  a mere  "thing".  (Get  is  straight  - God  cannot  be  & isn't  "a" 
being..,  God  IS  being!) 

So  while  I encourage  all  to  follow  the  guidance  of 
those-gone-but-still-with-us  every  hour  of  every  day  gifted  to  you,  I 
caution  you  that  no  matter  how  you  cut  it,  slice  it  or  dice  it,  you  can't 
"learn  it"  if  you  don't  LIVE  it..! 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

cut  here  

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  "Cultural  Survival  Quarterly", 
Winter  1994.  It  was  written  by  Andrea  Smith,  who  is  a member  of  "Women  Of 

All  Red  Nations"  in  Chicago,  and  who  was  the  Chairperson  for  Women  of 

Color  for  the  "National  Coalition  Against  Sexual  Assault"  at  the  time  she 
wrote  it. 

While  the  author  addresses  "white  feminists",  the  gist  of  her  loud  & 
ultra-clear  message  is  meant  for  any  & all  who  foolishly  & naively  imagine 
that  they  can  truly  appreciate,  let  alone  internalize  the  spiritual 
beliefs  and/or  spiritually  related-values  of  the  First  Nations  of  North 
America  without  being  a part  of  the  life  of  the  community/Nation  whose 
teachings  they  aspire  to  share.  This  irrefutable  premise  is  applicable  to 
the  "theft"  and/or  misappropriation  of  Indigenous  knowledge  & spiritual 
beliefs  anywhere  on  the  globe. 

- jaom  - 

For  All  Those  Who  Were  Indian  In  A Former  Life  - by  Andrea  Smith 

The  New  Age  movement  has  sparked  a new  interest  in  Native  American 
traditional  spirituality  among  white  women  who  claim  to  be  feminists. 
Indian  spirituality,  with  its  respect  for  nature  and  the 
interconnectedness  of  all  things,  is  often  presented  as  the  panacea  for 
all  individual  and  global  problems.  Not  surprisingly,  many  white 
"feminists"  see  the  opportunity  to  make  a great  profit  from  this  new 
craze.  They  sell  sweat  lodges  or  sacred  pipe  ceremonies,  which  promise  to 
bring  individual  and  global  healing.  Or  they  sell  books  and  records  that 
supposedly  describe  Indian  traditional  practices  so  that  you  too,  can  be 
Indian . 

On  the  surface,  it  may  appear  that  this  new  craze  is  based  on  a 
respect  for  Indian  spirituality.  In  fact,  however,  the  New  Age  movement 
is  part  of  a very  old  story  of  white  racism  and  genocide  against  the 
Indian  people.  The  "Indian"  ways  that  the  white.  New  Age  "feminists"  are 
practicing  have  little  grounding  in  reality. 

True  spiritual  leaders  do  not  make  a profit  from  their  teachings, 
whether  it's  through  selling  books,  workshops,  sweat  lodges,  or  otherwise. 
Spiritual  leaders  teach  the  people  because  it  is  their  responsibility  to 


pass  what  they  have  learned  from  their  elders  to  the  youngest 
generations.  They  do  not  charge  for  their  services. 

Furthermore,  the  idea  that  an  Indian  medicine  woman  would  instruct  a 
white  woman  to  preach  the  "true  path"  of  Indian  spirituality  sounds  more 
reminiscent  of  evangelical  Christianity  than  traditional  Indian 
spirituality.  Indian  religions  are  community-based,  not  proselytizing 
religions.  For  this  reason,  there  is  not  ONE  Indian  religion,  as  many  New 
Agers  would  have  you  believe.  Indian  spiritual  practices  reflect  the 
needs  of  a particular  community.  Indians  do  not  generally  believe  that 
their  way  is  "the"  way,  and  consequently,  they  have  no  desire  to  tell 
outsiders  about  their  practices.  Also,  considering  how  many  Indians  there 
are  who  do  not  know  the  traditions,  why  would  a medicine  woman  spend  so 
much  time  teaching  a white  woman?  A medicine  woman  would  be  more  likely 
to  advise  a white  woman  to  look  into  her  OWN  culture  and  find  what  is 
liberating  in  it. 

However,  some  white  women  seem  determined  NOT  to  look  into  their  own 
cultures  for  sources  of  strength.  This  is  puzzling,  since  pre-Christian 
European  cultures  are  also  earth-based  and  contain  many  of  the  same 
elements  that  white  women  are  ostensibly  looking  for  in  Native  American 
cultures.  This  phenomenon  leads  me  to  suspect  that  there  is  a more 
insidious  motive  for  latching  onto  Indian  spirituality. 

When  white  "feminists"  see  how  white  people  have  historically 
oppressed  others  and  how  they  are  coming  very  close  to  destroying  the 
earth,  they  often  want  to  disassociate  themselves  from  their  whiteness. 
They  do  this  by  opting  to  "become  Indian."  In  this  way,  they  can  escape 
responsibility  and  accountability  for  white  racism. 

Of  course,  white  "feminists"  want  to  become  only  partly  Indian.  They 
do  not  want  to  be  part  of  our  struggles  for  survival  against  genocide,  and 
they  do  not  want  to  fight  for  treaty  rights  or  an  end  to  substance  abuse 
or  sterilization  abuse.  They  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that  would 
tarnish  their  romanticized  notions  of  what  it  means  to  be  an  Indian. 

Moreover,  they  want  to  become  Indian  without  holding  themselves 
accountable  to  Indian  communities.  If  they  did  they  would  have  to  listen 
to  Indians  telling  them  to  stop  carrying  around  sacred  pipes,  stop  doing 
their  own  sweat  lodges  and  stop  appropriating  our  spiritual  practices. 
Rather,  these  New  Agers  see  Indians  as  romanticized  gurus  who  exist  only 
to  meet  their  consumerist  needs.  Consequently,  they  do  not  understand  our 
struggles  for  survival  and  thus  they  can  have  no  genuine  understanding  of 
Indian  spiritual  practices. 

While  New  Agers  may  think  that  they  are  escaping  white  racism  by 
becoming  "Indian,"  they  are  in  fact  continuing  the  same  genocidal 
practices  of  their  forebears.  The  one  thing  that  has  maintained  the 
survival  of  Indian  people  through  500  years  of  colonialism  has  been  the 
spiritual  bonds  that  keep  us  together.  When  the  colonizers  saw  the 
strength  of  our  spirituality,  they  tried  to  destroy  Indian  religion  by 
making  them  illegal.  They  forced  Indian  children  into  white  missionary 
schools  and  cut  their  tongues  if  they  spoke  their  Native  languages. 
Sundances  were  made  illegal,  and  Indian  participation  in  the  Ghost  Dance 
precipitated  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre.  The  colonizers  recognized  that  it 
was  our  spirituality  that  maintained  our  spirit  of  resistance  and  sense  of 
community.  Even  today,  Indians  do  not  have  religious  freedom.  In  a 
recent  ruling  the  Supreme  Court  has  determined  that  American  Indians  do 
not  have  the  right  to  sue  under  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom 
Act.  They  have  also  determined  that  if  Indian  religious  freedom  conflicts 
with  any  "compelling"  United  States  interest,  the  government  always 
supersedes  Indian  peoples'  freedom  of  religion. 

Many  white  New  Agers  continue  this  practice  of  destroying  Indian 
spirituality.  They  trivialize  Native  American  practices  so  that  these 
practices  lose  their  spiritual  force,  and  they  have  the  white  privilege 
and  power  to  make  themselves  heard  at  the  expense  of  Native  Americans. 

Our  voices  are  silenced,  and  consequently  the  younger  generation  of 
Indians  who  are  trying  to  find  their  way  back  to  the  Old  Ways  becomes 
hopelessly  lost  in  this  morass  of  consumerist  spirituality. 

These  practices  also  promote  the  subordination  of  Indian  women  to 
white  women.  We  are  told  that  we  are  greedy  if  we  do  not  choose  to  share 


our  spirituality.  Apparently,  it  is  our  burden  to  service  white  women's 
needs  rather  than  to  spend  time  organizing  within  our  own  communities. 
Their  perceived  need  for  warm  and  fuzzy  mysticism  takes  precedence  over 
our  need  to  survive. 

The  New  Age  movement  completely  trivializes  the  oppression  we  as 
Indian  women  face:  Indian  women  are  suddenly  no  longer  the  women  who  are 
forcibly  sterilized  and  tested  with  unsafe  drugs  such  as  Depo  Provera;  we 
are  no  longer  the  women  who  have  a life  expectancy  of  47  years;  and  we  are 
no  longer  the  women  who  generally  live  below  the  poverty  level  and  face  a 
75  percent  unemployment  rate.  No,  we're  too  busy  being  cool  and 
spiritual . 

This  trivialization  of  our  oppression  is  compounded  by  the  fact  that 
nowadays  anyone  can  be  Indian  if  s/he  wants  to.  All  that  is  required  is 
that  one  be  Indian  in  a former  life,  or  take  part  in  a sweat  lodge,  or  be 
monitored  by  a "medicine  woman,"  or  read  a how-to  book. 

Since,  according  to  this  theory,  anyone  can  now  be  "Indian,"  then  the 
term  Indians  no  longer  refers  specifically  to  those  people  who  have 
survived  five  hundred  years  of  colonization  and  genocide.  This  furthers 
the  goals  of  white  supremacists  to  abrogate  treaty  rights  and  to  take  away 
what  little  we  have  left.  When  everyone  becomes  "Indian,"  then  it  is  easy 
to  lose  sight  of  the  specificity  of  oppression  faced  by  those  who  are 
REALLY  Indian  in  THIS  life.  It  is  no  wonder  we  have  such  a difficult  time 
finding  non-Indians  to  support  our  struggles  when  the  New  Age  movement  has 
completely  disguised  our  oppression. 

The  most  disturbing  aspect  about  these  racist  practices  is  that  they 
are  promoted  in  the  name  of  feminism.  Sometimes  it  seems  that  I can't 
open  a feminist  periodical  without  seeing  ads  promoting  white  "feminist" 
practises  with  little  medicine  wheel  designs.  I can't  seem  to  go  to  a 
feminist  conference  without  the  woman  who  begins  the  conference  with  a 
ceremony  being  the  only  Indian  presenter.  Participants  then  feel  so 
"spiritual"  after  this  opening  that  they  fail  to  notice  the  absence  of 
Indian  women  in  the  rest  of  the  conference  or  Native  American  issues  in 
the  discussions.  And  I certainly  can't  go  to  a feminist  bookstore  without 
seeing  books  by  Lynn  Andrews  and  other  people  who  exploit  Indian 
spirituality  all  over  the  place.  It  seems  that,  while  feminism  is 
supposed  to  signify  the  empowerment  of  all  women,  it  obviously  does  not 
include  Indian  women. 

If  white  feminists  are  going  to  act  in  solidarity  with  their  Indian 
sisters,  they  must  take  a stand  against  Indian  spiritual  abuse.  Feminist 
book  and  record  stores  should  stop  selling  these  products,  and  feminist 
periodicals  should  stop  advertising  these  products.  Women  who  call 
themselves  feminists  should  denounce  exploitative  practices  wherever  they 
see  them. 

Many  have  claimed  that  Indians  are  not  respecting  "freedom  of  speech" 
when  they  demand  that  whites  stop  promoting  and  selling  books  that  exploit 
Indian  spirituality.  But  promotion  of  this  material  is  destroying  freedom 
of  speech  for  Native  Americans  by  ensuring  that  our  voices  will  never  be 
heard.  Feminists  have  already  made  choices  about  what  they  will  promote 
(I  haven't  seen  many  books  by  right-wing,  fundamentalist  women  sold  in 
feminist  bookstores,  since  feminists  recognize  that  these  books  are 
oppressive  to  women.)  The  issue  is  not  censorship;  the  issue  is  racism. 
Feminists  must  make  a choice  either  to  respect  Indian  political  and 
spiritual  autonomy,  or  to  promote  materials  that  are  fundamentally  racist 
under  the  guise  of  "freedom  of  speech." 

Respecting  the  integrity  of  Native  people  and  their  spirituality  does 
not  mean  that  there  can  never  be  cross-cultural  sharing.  However,  such  a 
sharing  should  take  place  in  a way  that  is  respectful  to  Indian  people. 

The  way  to  be  respectful  is  for  non-Indians  to  become  involved  in  our 
political  struggles  and  to  develop  an  on-going  relation  with  Indian 
COMMUNITIES  based  on  trust  and  mutual  respect.  When  this  happens,  Indian 
people  may  invite  a non-Indian  to  take  part  in  a ceremony,  but  it  will  be 
on  Indian  terms. 

I hesitate  to  say  this  much  about  cross-cultural  sharing  however, 
because  many  white  people  take  this  to  mean  that  they  can  join  in  our 
struggles  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  invited  to  ceremonies.  If  this 


does  not  occur,  they  feel  that  Indians  have  somehow  unfairly  withheld 
spiritual  teachings  from  them.  We  are  expected  to  pay  the  price  in 
spiritual  exploitation  in  order  to  gain  allies  in  our  political  struggles. 

When  non-Indians  say  they  will  help  us,  but  only  on  their  terms,  that 
is  not  help  - that  is  blackmail.  We  are  not  obligated  to  teach  anyone 
about  our  spirituality.  It  is  our  choice  if  we  want  to  share  with  people 
who  we  think  will  be  respectful.  It  is  white  people  who  owe  it  to  us  to 
fight  for  our  survival,  since  they  are  living  on  the  land  for  which  our 
people  were  murdered  (and  are  still  being  murdered). 

It  is  also  important  for  non-Indians  to  build  relationships  with 
Indian  communities,  rather  than  with  specific  individuals.  Many 
non-Indians  express  their  confusion  about  knowing  who  is  and  who  is  not  a 
legitimate  spiritual  teacher.  The  only  way  for  non-Indians  to  know  who 
legitimate  teachers  are  is  to  develop  ongoing  relationships  with  Indian 
COMMUNITIES.  When  they  know  the  community,  they  will  learn  who  the 
community  respects  as  its  spiritual  leaders.  This  is  a process  that  takes 
time. 

Unfortunately,  many  white  feminists  do  not  want  to  take  this  time  in 
their  quest  for  instant  spirituality.  Profit-making  often  gets  in  the  way 
of  true  sisterhood.  However,  white  feminists  should  know  that  as  long  as 
they  take  part  in  Indian  spiritual  abuse,  either  by  being  consumers  of  it 
or  by  refusing  to  take  a stand  on  it,  Indian  women  will  consider  white 
"feminists"  to  be  nothing  more  than  agents  in  the  genocide  of  their 
people. 

Our  spirituality  is  not  for  sale!! 


c.  "Cultural  Survival  Quarterly",  Winter  1994 
enc|  
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Feds  Probe  Indian  Pharmaceutical  Co. 

.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  BRIGITTE  GREENBERG 
7/30/99 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  (AP)  - The  U.S.  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  is 
investigating  whether  an  Indian  tribe's  multimillion-dollar  pharmaceutical 
company  illegally  resold  prescription  drugs  it  bought  at  a deep  discount 
from  the  government. 

George  T.  Patterson,  the  executive  director  of  the  VA's  National 
Acquisition  Center,  said  Friday  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  tribe  can  only 
sell  drugs  it  bought  at  the  discount  rate  to  Indians. 

"If,  in  fact,  they  are  doing  otherwise,  they're  going  to  be  asked  to 
stop,"  Patterson  said.  "If  they  don't  stop,  then  we  would  have  to  pursue 
some  sort  of  corrective  action." 

He  noted,  however,  that  there  is  no  proof  that  tribe  is  taking  unfair 
advantage  of  its  federal  discounts.  The  tribe  denies  wrongdoing. 

"We  may  want  to  go  in  there  and  take  a look  just  to  assure  people 
everything  is  kosher,"  he  said. 

Drug  manufacturers  have  different  price  schedules  for  different  customers. 
For  example,  hospitals  typically  get  a lower  price  than  drug  store  chains. 

As  the  biggest  buyer  of  pharmaceuticals  in  the  world,  the  federal  government 
gets  the  lowest  price  of  all. 

That  discount  is  passed  on  to  tribes,  as  required  by  the  Indian 
Self-Determination  and  Education  Assistance  Act  of  1975. 

The  Pequot  Pharmaceutical  Network  started  10  years  ago  as  a small  health 
service  for  members  of  the  tribe  and  their  employees.  Today  it  is  a $15 


million  business  that  handles  250,000  prescriptions  a year.  About  70 
percent  of  the  business  is  in  mail-order  prescriptions  shipped  from  the 
reservation . 

Tribal  spokesman  Arthur  Henick  said  the  company  has  a separate  inventory 
for  non-Indian  patients  and  pays  a higher  rate  - similar  to  that  paid  by 
HMOs  - for  those  medicines. 

"We  operate  under  federal  guidelines/'  he  said.  "Those  pharmaceuticals 
are  basically  purchased  at  a competitive  rate." 

The  pharmaceutical  company  is  a sideline  business  to  the  tribe's  main 
source  of  revenue  - the  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino,  which  generates  upwards  of 
$1  million  a day. 

Questions  about  the  drug  company  arose  when  a Washington,  D.C.,  law  firm 
representing  drug  makers  wrote  Patterson  last  month,  expressing  concern 
about  a proposed  contract  between  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  the  tribe  to 
cover  85,000  elderly  and  disabled  Medicaid  patients. 
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Former  Makah  police  chief  sentenced  to  prison 
c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
Duly  30,  1999 

RENO,  Nev.  --  Former  Makah  tribal  Police  Chief  Lionel  Ahdunko  has  been 
sentenced  to  one  year  in  federal  prison  on  his  guilty  plea  to  illegal 
possession  a fully  automatic  weapon  while  police  chief  for  a Nevada  tribe. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Howard  McKibben  also  sentenced  Ahdunko  to  three  years 
probation  for  making  false  statements  in  a police  report  about  an  accident 
involving  a tribal  vehicle  that  Ahdunko  was  using  for  personal  use. 

Ahdunko  was  fined  $3,500  and  ordered  to  complete  100  hours  of  community 
service  for  each  offense. 

During  a court  session  yesterday,  McKibben  gave  Ahdunko  until  Sept.  15  to 
voluntarily  surrender  and  begin  serving  his  sentence. 

Ahdunko  pleaded  guilty  in  April  to  falsely  reporting  details  of  a traffic 
accident  and  stealing  an  M-14  rifle  when  he  worked  for  the  Washoe  Tribe. 

Court  documents  said  the  weapon  was  taken  by  Ahdunko  to  his  residence  and 
later  to  Washington  state. 

Ahdunko  apologized  to  the  judge  for  his  actions  and  asked  for  leniency. 

"This  all  happened  when  I was  going  through  a difficult  time.  I allowed 
stress  and  depression  to  take  me  down,"  he  said,  adding  that  poor  judgment 
ruined  his  17-year  law  enforcement  career. 

Ahdunko  was  fired  by  the  Washoe  Tribe  in  1997  and  went  to  work  as  police 
chief  for  the  Makah  Tribe  in  Neah  Bay,  Wash. 

But  he  resigned  from  that  job  two  months  ago  after  the  federal  government 
warned  it  might  withhold  law-enforcement  money  from  the  tribe  if  Ahdunko 
remained  as  police  chief,  given  his  conviction. 

His  lawyer,  Kristine  Smith,  said  Makah  officials  continue  to  support 
Ahdunko  and  have  offered  him  a position  as  general  manager. 

"This  would  give  him  sufficient  income  to  meet  his  child-support 
obligations,"  she  said.  "The  job  won't  be  left  open  for  a considerable 
period  of  time . " 

McKibben  said  the  serious  nature  of  the  weapons  charged  demanded  a prison 
term.  In  imposing  the  sentence,  he  followed  the  recommendations  of  the  U.S. 
Probation  Department. 

Ahdunko  was  a key  figure  in  controlling  protesters  who  tried  to  stop  the 
Makah  from  killing  a gray  whale.  Anti-whaling  protesters  made  an  issue  of 
Ahdunko' s Nevada  record,  starting  last  fall  when  the  tribe  began  the  hunt. 
Indian  whalers  finally  succeeded  in  killing  a whale  in  May. 


— "RE:  Eddie  Hatcher  Faces  Death  Penalty"  

Date:  8/10/99  11:49:27  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
Sub  j : Eddie  Hatcher  faces  death  penalty 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Date:  Tue,  10  Aug  1999  17:13:45  +0100 

From:  Charlotte  Durie  <whirlwind@derechos.demon.co.uk> 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  the  Indian  activist  who  held  a newspaper  staff  hostage 
11  years  ago,  will  face  the  death  penalty  for  the  slaying  of  a Robeson 
County  man,  the  prosecutor  said  Monday. 

"It  will  proceed  capitally,"  said  District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  after 
a hearing  in  Robeson  County  Superior  Court. 

Hatcher,  42,  of  Maxton,  is  charged  with  lst-degree  murder  in  the  May  31 
shooting  death  of  Brian  McMillian,  19. 

Hatcher  also  is  charged  with  assault  with  a deadly  weapon  in  the  May  19 
wounding  of  17-year-old  Michael  Anthony  Locklear,  a man  Hatcher  thought 
had  stolen  from  his  home. 

Representing  himself,  Hatcher  asked  Judge  William  Gore  to  separate  the 
McMillian  charge  from  the  Locklear  charge  and  the  judge  agreed.  Hatcher 
also  received  permission  to  visit  the  crime  scene  at  an  unspecified 
date. 

Gore  also  ordered  that  Hatcher  be  allowed  to  have  ample  supplies  of 
writing  paper,  legal  pads,  note  cards,  white  correction  fluid  and  legal 
texts  in  his  cell  at  Central  Prison,  where  he  is  being  held. 

Hatcher  and  accomplice  Tim  Jacobs  were  convicted  of  holding  up  to  20 
people  hostage  at  The  Robesonian  newspaper  during  a 10-hour  standoff 
Feb. 2,  1988.  Hatcher  said  he  was  trying  to  draw  attention  to  his  belief 
that  law  enforcement  officials  in  the  county  were  corrupt.  The  allegation 
was  investigated  but  not  proved. 

Britt  said  Hatcher's  case  will  be  a capital  proceeding  under  the  rule 
that  allows  a prosecutor  to  seek  the  death  penalty  for  a defendant  with 
a previous  history  of  violence. 

(source:  News  & Observer) 

Charlotte  Durie 

<+><+> 

http: //users . sky net . be/ kola/ 
http : //kola-hq . hypermart . net 

"RE : Message  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  13  Aug  1999  02:27:34  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Sub j : Message  of  Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  message  is  clearly  and  adamantly  expressed  in  his  personally  written 
book  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE,  edited  by  Harvey  Arden, 
formerly  an  editor  with  National  Geographic  and  highly  respected. 

To  know  Leonard  Peltier  (and  it  is  only  he  who  can  express  his  personal 
experience  and  observations)  his  book  is  an  indispensable  course  of 
understanding  of  the  consequences  that  led  to  his  incarceration . And  while 
it  appears  to  take  an  act  of  God  to  bring  full  acknowledgement  of  those 
times . . . 

I personally  and  most  highly  recommend  that  you  read  Leonard's  testament. 
What  I appreciated  the  most  in  reading  each  page  is  that  I felt  like  I 
was  listening  to  what  Leonard  had  to  say... not  what  others  were  saying  for 
him.  While  many  others  like  myself  who  have  worked  to  speak  in  his  behalf 
and  have  tried  to  respresent  his  best  interests,  take  the  time  to  read 


each  line  and  maybe  even  read  between  the  lines  and  see  Leonard's  position 
at  the  wake  of  mass  gunfire  astonished  and  bereaved  at  men,  women  and 
children  screaming  for  cover,  bullets  close  enough  to  make  known  to  them 
a war  zone  is  overhead. 

Leonard,  my  friend,  your  book  is  history.  Some  may  not  acknowledge  the 
fact  that  it  was  no  much  easier  a task  to  accomplish  this  and  the 
emotional  context  for  which  you  must  have  felt  during  this  writing.  I say. . 
great  job! ! ! I will  cherish  it  and  thank  you  for  bringing  this  to  an 
insensitive  social  political  world  that  sees  less  than  what  is  sincerely 
right  beside  them,  let  alone  a look  into  your  intimate  life  that  you  have 
paid  for  so  consequently  for  the  American  Indian  people  and  for  all  of  us 
to  ever  understand.  I encourage  all  to  read.... 

PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE 
All  proceeds  go  to  Leonard  Peltier's  defense  team  in  Lawrence,  Kansas  to 
assist  Leonard.  Please  contact  them  for  more  information  at  lpdc@idir.net 
or  telephone  785-842-5774. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier ...  and  the  future!  Sincerely  and 
respectfully  yours.  Shannon  M.  Collins 

"RE : Peltier  Update/Artists  Needed"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Aug  1999 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Update  - Artists  needed 

From:  THE  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
TACOMA  OFFICE 

P.0.  BOX  5464  TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464  USA 

e-mail;  bayou@blarg.net 

ARTISTS  NEEDED! ! ! 

We  need  new  artwork  for  our  5th  Annual  Indigenous  People's  Day 
March  and  Rally  at  the  U.S./Canadain  Border.  Also  needed  is  artwork 
for  our  Run  For  Justice  and  artwork  for  other  Leonard  Peltier  events. 

We  do  so  many  rallies  (48  since  1993)  and  other  events  that  we  end  up 
having  to  use  the  same  artwork  over  and  over  again.  Please  help  us  if 
you  can  by  sending  artwork  to  the  above  address.  Thank  you. 

5TH  ANNUAL 

INTERNATIONAL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE'S  DAY 
SOLIDARITY  WITH  LEONARD  PELTIER  AND  FIRST  NATIONS 
MARCH  AND  RALLY/  U . S . /CANADIAN  BORDER 
OCTOBER  10,  1999 

MARCH  STARTING  POINT:  12:00  NOON,  BLAINE  PARK,  (CORNER 
OF  BLAINE  & ALDER)  BLAINE,  WASHINGTON 
RALLY:  1:00  P.M.  PEACE  ARCH  PARK,  U . S . /CANADIAN  BORDER 
STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSE 

Our  annual  gathering  at  the  U.S./Canadain  Border  on  International 
Indigenous  People's  Day  is  a coming  together  of  activists  and 
supporters  from  both  sides  of  the  border  as  an  expression  of  solidarity 
and  honoring  the  international  Indigenous  People's  struggles.  It  is  a 
statement  that  the  border  placed  upon  the  land  does  not  divide  us. 

We  have  been  told  to  respect  this  day  and  we  do  so  organizing  a 
respectful  event  that  is  suitable  for  Elders,  children  and  people  ofall 
ages.  We  welcome  the  involvement  of  all  people  of  all  communities  in 
the  spirit  of  solidarity,  honoring  and  respect. 

ORGANIZING  FOR  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE'S  WEEKEND 

We  are  organizing  our  border  march  and  rally  as  a part  of  a series  of 
events  that  we  are  calling  Indigeneous  People's  Weekend.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  events  that  we  are  begining  to  plan  and  organize. 

1.  October  8th:  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE'S  JUSTICE  RALLY  at  the 
Washington  State  Capital  in  Olympia  along  with  an  evening  event. 

2.  THE  CARAVAN  FOR  JUSTICE.  This  would  be  a caravan  to  the 
border.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  begin  in  Oregon  and  start  off  on 
October  9th  in  Olympia  then  on  to  Tacoma,  Seattle  and  maybe  other 


stops.  We  will  be  working  on  finding  a place  for  it's  evening  stop  with  a 
meal  and  evening  event.  It  is  possible  this  could  take  place  on  Lummi 
land.  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  10th  the  caravan  would  continue  to  Blaine 
for  the  march  and  rally  at  the  border. 

3.  THE  RUN  FOR  JUSTICE.  For  the  last  two  years  young  people  have 
held  a Run  For  Justice  as  part  of  our  Indigenous  People's  Weekend. 

This  year  we  hope  to  include  many  more  young  people  in  this  run.  The 
run  would  leave  the  Lummi  Nation  on  October  9th  and  continue  on  the 
10th  and  would  met  up  with  the  march  in  Blaine.  There  the  runners 
would  led  the  march  to  the  border. 

4.  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE'S  DAY  POTLUCK.  After  the  rally  at  the 
border  we  hope  to  have  a potluck  meal  which  would  include  an  open 

mike  for  people  to  express  their  views  of  the  day  through  speaking  and  music. 

Though  the  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
is  sponsoring  the  organizing  of  this  annual  event,  all  individuals, 
organizations  and  groups  that  support  this  important  weekend  are 
encouraged  to  help  in  anyway  that  they  can.  Our  contact  list  will  be 
growing  but  for  now  you  can  contact  the  following  people. 

1.  For  information  and  suggestions  on  speakers  and  performers 
contact  NWLPSN  Advisor  Susan  Morales  at:  (253)  627-8435  (home 
phone  evenings),  pager  with  voice  mail  253-593-9631, 

e-mail;  NatAimer@aol.com. 

2.  For  donations,  or  to  be  placed  on  the  NWLPSN  mailing  list  ore-mail 
list  contract  NWLPSN  Secretary-Treasurer  Carol  Reed,  5201  Capitol 

Blvd  P.M.B.  119,  Tumwater,  WA  98501,  (360)  943-3274,  e-mail 
TurquoisWm@aol .com. 

3.  For  fliers,  posters,  articles,  and  logistically  organizing  contact 
NWLPSN  Coordinator  Arthur  J.  Miller,  P.O.  Box  5464,  Tacoma,  WA 
98415-0464,  (253)  383-9108,  e-mail;  bayou@blarg.net. 

NWLPSN  WEB  SITE 

http: //members . aol . com/Tu rquoisWm/Justicef or Leona rdPelt ie r . html 

The  struggles  of  Indigenous  People,  though  often  over  looked  by  many, 
should  be  of  concern  to  all  those  that  believe  in  social  justice.  For  within 
these  struggle  will  be  found  direct  connections  to  all  other  social 
concerns,  human  rights,  environmentalism, anti-racism,  peace  and  the 
struggle  against  global  domination  of  multi-national  corporations.  The 
following  piece  out  of  Leonard's  Peltiers  new  book  "Prison  Writings;  My 
Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance"  describes  what  was  behind  the  events  that 
happen  on  Pine  Ridge  and  why  he  is  in  prison. 

"Since  that  time,  the  uranium  mining  opposed  at  such  high  cost  in 
the  early  1970s  has  proceeded  insidiously.  Lakota  people  today  drink 
contaminated  water  and  experience  a rate  of  miscarriage  and 
spontaneous  abortion  seven  times  the  national  average.  Our  sacred 
Black  Hills,  according  to  the  master  plan,  were  to  have  been  declared 
a "national  sacrifice  area"--ultimately,  were  the  plan  to  proceed,  to  be 
ringed  by  more  than  a dozen  giant  coal-fired  plants  and  twenty-five 
nuclear  reactors.  A cat's-cradle  grid  of  power  lines  was  to  be  flung 
across  the  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud  reservations  in  order  to  carry  the 
power  eastward.  Court  challenges  to  the  horrendous  environmental 
impact  this  nuclear  monstrosity  would  inevitably  cause  have  blessedly 
slowed  the  enactment  of  the  plan;  so  has  the  drop  in  uranium  prices 
caused  by  the  end  of  the  Cold  War;  but  when  the  uranium  market  starts 
moving  up  again,  watch  out.  The  energy  interests  are  simply  biding  their 
time  for  the  most  profitable  moment  to  begin  yet  again.  The  death  of  a 
people  and  a way  of  life,  not  to  mention  the  death  of  the  land  itself, never 
enters  into  the  considerations  of  those  who  would  foist  this  abomination 
on  the  Lakota  People--and  on  the  people  of  America  as  well.  That's  why 
the  FBIs  would  come  down  on  us  so  hard,  because  AIM  and  the 
traditional  Elders  were  the  only  ones  who  stood  in  their  way.  Everyone 
else  either  didn't  know,  didn't  care,  or  had  sold  out. 

I have  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  the  real  motivation  behind  both 
Wounded  Kneee  II  and  the  Oglala  firefight,  and  much  of  the  turmoil 
throughout  Indian  Country  since  the  eary  1970s,  was--and  is--the  mining 
companies'  desire  to  muffle  AIM  and  all  traditional  Indian  people,  who 
sought--and  still  seek--to  protect  the  land,  water,  and  air  from  theirthefts 


and  depredations.  In  this  sad  and  tragic  age  we  live  in,  to  come  to  the 
defense  of  Mother  Earth  is  to  be  branded  a criminal." 

Leonard  Peltier 

— "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  15  August  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


There  is  one  (1)  female  prisoner  listed  this  issue.  Please  don't  ignore 
the  needs  of  these  sisters.  Please  send  contact  info  for  others. 


Fraley,  Randall  Allen 
#262-762 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Frock,  Louise 

#255678 

MBCC-EHU 

P.O.  Box  11492 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73136 

Gaisez,  John  Lee 
#R134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Garlinsky,  Mike 
#199-506 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/10/49 
Ancestry:  Mohawk 

Garnett,  Steven  R. 

SCI  Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/29/71 


Gerken,  3udy  Ann 
#38169  HE 
1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 

Gillespie,  Ronald  K 

#214-602 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/16/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Glover,  Alan  L. 

# R128-811 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/2/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grahm,  Sherman  Daniel 

BK1750 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16830 
Date  of  Birth:  12/19/64 

Grisez,  John  Lee 
#A134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 


Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

- "RE:  Hawks  Soaring"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Aug  1999  00:34:42  -0700 
From:  "Gary  Fuller"  <editor@ocbtracker . com> 

Sub j : Going  to  the  Powwow  Part  5:  Hawks  Soaring 

Newsgroup:  alt. native  [Editorial  Note:  Thanks  to  OCB  Tracker  for 

granting  permission  for  this  one-time  use.] 

[ed  notes:  This  will  be  in  our  next  issue  of  our  newspaper,  the  OCB 
Tracker.  Comments  are  welcome,  you  can  forward  to  whom  you  please,  but  any 
re-use,  re-publishing  or  archiving  on  a website  must  have  permission.... 
email  editor(3ocbtracker . com 

Our  serial.  Going  to  the  Powwow  is  a series  of  stories  to  teach  about 
powwows  to  both  those  who  know  and  don't  know.  It  also  teaches  culture, 
through  the  most  traditional  format,  that  of  story  telling.] 

Going  To  The  Powwow 
Part  5:  Hawks  Soaring 

by  Lori  Fuller  (c)  1999  OCB  Tracker  August  1999  edition 

This  is  a hard  one  for  me  to  write,  yet  it  needed  to  be  written.  I've  had 
five  good  friends  pass  on  in  the  last  four  years,  two  of  whom  died  this 
year. 

My  friend  Liz  and  I used  to  try  and  go  to  powwows  together;  you  could  say 
that  I was  teaching  her  the  ropes  of  the  powwow.  She  died  Memorial  Day. 

And  then  my  friend  Lonnie  passed  away  on  August  Is.  He  did  gorgeous 
beadwork,  that  man  did;  used  to  see  him  around  the  powwows  a lot. 

I started  writing  this  story  because  Liz  passed  on;  I finished  it  because 
Lonnie  did.  Both  had  read  my  stories,  and  both  encouraged  me  to  keep 
writing  them  to  help  folks  learn  about  the  powwow. 

I dedicate  this  story  to  their  memories.  Until  we  meet  again,  my  friends. 

The  sun  was  beginning  to  droop  in  the  sky  at  the  Spirit  Rising  Powwow.  A 
slight  summer  breeze  rippled  through  the  trees,  and  the  heat  of  the  day 
slowly  began  to  disperse. 

John  stood  in  the  EZ-Up  at  the  side  of  the  arena  with  Marsha.  The  drum 
beat,  slowly;  the  song  was  a quiet  one.  A family  had  called  for  an  honoring 
song  for  someone  who  had  passed  on.  He  watched  as  the  family  danced. 

Marsha  reached  for  her  shawl  in  preparation. 

As  the  family  drew  near,  John  noticed  that  many  of  them  had  tears  in  their 
eyes.  The  dance  continued,  and  3ohn  excused  himself  for  a few  moments  and 
went  walking  toward  the  shade  of  the  trees,  near  the  powwow. 

_*_*_*_ 

A little  while  later,  Marsha  discovered  John  sitting  in  the  shade  of  a large 
oak  tree.  He  looked  tired,  and  had  a pained  expression  on  his  face.  The 
powwow  songs  were  echoing  on  the  wind. 

"What's  the  matter,  John?  You  disappeared." 

John  looked  up,  and  shrugged.  "I  was  thinking." 

"About  what?"  Marsha  asked,  a worried  expression  on  her  face. 

"What  do  Native  Americans  do  when  someone  close  to  them  dies?" 

Marsha  took  a breath,  paused,  and  blew  it  out.  "You  never  ask  the  easy 
questions,  do  you?" 

John  looked  at  Marsha.  "Was  I supposed  to?"  he  asked,  a half-smile  peeking 
from  the  corners  of  his  mouth. 

"I  guess  not.  This  could  take  a while  to  explain,  you  know." 


"I've  got  all  night." 

"Well/'  Marsha  said,  "let's  go  over  to  the  camp  area  and  get  a cup  of 
coffee,  and  we'll  talk." 

_*_*_*_ 

"A  lot  of  the  way  people  deal  with  death  depends  on  their  tribal 
traditions,"  Marsha  started  out.  She  sipped  her  coffee.  "For  some  people, 
they  deal  with  death  like  any  other  culture;  they  grieve  for  who's  lost, 
pray  for  their  spirit,  and  go  on  with  the  day-to-day  parts  of  life  until  the 
pain  eases.  Yet  for  others,  it's  a lot  more  in-depth  process. 

"Many  of  the  people  who  follow  the  powwow  circuits  take  death  very 
seriously.  A dancer,  for  example,  may  not  dance  for  a year  following  the 
death  of  someone  they  loved.  After  that  year,  like  the  people  earlier,  they 
might  do  an  honoring  song  in  memory  of  the  person,  and  then  go  back  to  life 
as  normal.  Other  people,  such  as  people  who  are  part  of  special  societies, 
may  not  even  go  to  powwows  for  that  year. 

"It's  hard  to  celebrate  when  someone  you  loved  is  gone,"  Marsha  said,  and 
sipped  her  coffee  again. 

"Are  there  other  ways  that  people  react?  I mean,  not  everyone's  a 
dancer,"  Dohn  asked. 

Marsha  nodded.  "Well,  a lot  of  the  traditions  surrounding  death  go  back 
a long  time.  After  all,  most  tribes  have  not  had  it  easy  for  the  last  five 
hundred  years,  and  death  comes  quickly  to  many.  Regardless  of  the  tribal 
background,  however,  the  person  who  has  departed  is  honored.  Most  tribes 
believe  that  the  person  has  gone  on  to  the  spirit  world  and  is  living  with 
their  ancestors.  Some  people  feel  that  the  person's  spirit  is  still  there, 
and  can  help  protect  the  family,  but  that  varies  widely.  It's  hard  to  give 
an  overview  of  tribal  views  regarding  death,  as  each  religious  belief  is  so 
different  from  the  others. 

"Even  so,  some  families  will  ask  a spiritual  leader  to  do  ceremony  for 
them.  There  are  ceremonies  which  are  believed  to  help  the  person  on  to  the 
spirit  world,  and  others  which  help  the  family  and  close  friends  cope  with 
the  loss.  Some  people  cut  their  hair  when  someone  has  gone  on,  as  a sign  of 
mourning.  Others  will  cut  their  arms  and  legs,  also  in  mourning.  But,  like 
anyone  else,  it  takes  a long  time  for  that  hurt  to  heal. 

"Some  people  have  adopted  other  religious  beliefs,  too,  and  go  on  with 
their  religions.  It  all  depends  on  the  person,  their  family,  and  how  the 
people  feel.  However,  like  anyone  else,  time  heals  many  wounds,"  Marsha 
finished . 

John  sighed.  "Death's  never  easy,  is  it?" 

"Well,"  Marsha  said,  "nobody  said  it  was.  But  the  spirit  is  always  the 
important  part.  The  person  lives  on,  somewhere,  and  is  happy  where  they 
are.  If  they  were  sick,  they  aren't  sick  any  longer.  If  they  were  hurting, 
now  they're  not.  If  they're  hungry,  they're  now  fed.  So  the  spirits,  in 
some  ways,  are  envied  for  the  happiness  they  have. 

"Some  people  leave  out  spirit  food  for  their  ancestors  - give  a part  of 
their  meals  for  those  who  have  gone  on.  Some  leave  a gift  to  the  person 
somewhere,  like  tying  a medicine  bag  to  a tree,  for  the  spirit  to  enjoy. 
Others  might  write  a memorial  song.  I've  heard  those  in  all  types  of  music, 
from  powwow-style  songs  to  flute  music  to  the  more  modern  blues  or 
instrumentals . 

"There's  lots  of  ways  to  grieve.  I know  a person  who  does  beadwork 
because  her  grandmother  taught  her  beadwork,  and  since  her  grandmother  is 
gone  now,  she  wants  to  keep  the  tradition  going.  But  since  the  person  is 
now  happy,  it  is  assumed  that  the  family  should  try  and  grieve  and  get 
beyond  the  hurt.  After  all,  they'll  see  the  person  again  in  the  spirit 
world . " 

John  nodded.  "Hey,  Marsha?  Mind  if  I talk  to  you  tomorrow?  I think  I 
want  to  take  a walk,  and  then  go  turn  in  early.  I've  got  some  thinking  to 
do. " 

"No  problem,  if  you  need  anything,  let  me  know.  I'll  either  be  here  or  at 
the  arena,  you  okay?" 

"Yeah,"  John  said.  "I'll  be  fine." 

_*_*_*_ 

Out  in  the  woods  of  the  powwow,  John  sat;  dusk  was  settling  around  him. 

He  took  a photo  out  of  his  pocket  and  looked  at  it.  His  mom,  smiling. 


looked  up  at  him  from  the  paper.  He  wiped  a tear  from  his  eye,  and  set  the 
picture  on  his  lap. 

He  looked  up  at  the  sky;  fluffy  clouds  floated  in  a medium-blue  sky,  the 
clouds  tinged  with  orange  from  the  setting  sun.  A hawk  flew  over. 

He  pulled  his  mom's  wedding  ring  out  of  his  pocket  and  looked  at  it.  It 
was  pretty,  but  he  didn't  know  what  to  do  with  it.  He  certainly  didn't  want 
to  sell  it,  he  thought,  and  he  had  no  relatives  who  would  want  it.  He 
wondered  if  he  should  have  buried  it  with  her. 

The  hawk  screamed.  He  looked  up.  It  circled  above  him. 

lohn  nodded  to  himself,  and  stood  up.  The  photo  drifted  slowly  to  the 
ground  while  lohn  began  climbing  the  tallest  tree  he  could  find.  The  bark 
scraped  his  hands;  his  foot  slipped  once,  and  he  grabbed  the  tree.  Yet  he 
continued  climbing  until  he'd  gotten  as  high  as  he  could  in  the  tree. 

He  leaned  out  to  the  tip  of  a branch,  and  carefully  hung  the  ring  over  a 
leafy  twig.  A breeze  shook  the  branch,  and  the  diamond  sparkled  in  the 
remnants  of  the  light.  He  looked  at  it  for  a moment,  and  then  slowly, 
carefully,  went  back  down  the  tree. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  tree,  he  stopped.  The  photo  of  his  mom  was  gone! 

He  frantically  felt  his  pockets;  it  had  to  be  here  somewhere.  He  looked 
around . 

The  hawk  screamed,  lohn's  head  snapped  around,  and  he  looked  up  at  the 
hawk. 

The  hawk  dove  towards  the  tree,  and  then  swooped  back  upward.  In  his  beak 
was  a twig  with  something  sparkling  on  it.  The  hawk  took  off  at  high  speed, 
flying  toward  the  setting  sun.  The  breeze  blew  again,  and  something 
fluttered  against  lohn's  leg. 

He  sat  down  with  a thump,  and  reached  for  the  picture  which  had  flown  to 
him  on  the  wind. 

"Bye,  Mom,"  he  said,  and  then  cried. 

— "RE:  Sundancing"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dul  1999  13:44:52  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Sundancing 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I thought  to  think  how  it  would  be  to  Sun  Dance.  I have  been  to  a few 
but  as  a visitor.  My  sons  are  thinking  on  this  as  well  and  I have  five. 

My  two  youngest  have  been  asking  many  questions  in  this  regard  and  so 
are  looking  to  make  themselves  ready  and  prepare  by  the  long  way  of 
going  around  about  it,  to  live  a life  so  that  they  might  be  ready  for  a 
dream,  some  vision  to  let  them  know  it  is  time  to  dance.  In  this  way 
they  are  now  up  with  the  dawn  and  running  to  meet  it,  and  so  prepare 
their  bodies  for  such  an  effort,  but  this  is  just  a small  part  of  it 
all.  We  go  about  and  think  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  and  this  is 
when  I will  do  it  and  often  times  it  is  not  our  choice.  We  have  wants, 
needs  and  dreams  to  try  to  fulfill  and  so  it  is  a battle  of  sorts 
played  out  in  the  fields  or  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  individual.  How 
do  you  prepare  for  such  a thing,  to  have  such  a dream,  to  know  when  it 
is  time.  I think  this  is  how  it  is  in  a way  to  prepare  for  life  and  in 
times  of  struggle  to  go  down  deep  within  to  find  the  reserves  to  go  on. 

My  sons  are  thinking  this  and  so  they  have  set  out  to  meet  this  dawn 
and  each  new  day  the  same  way  so  that  their  bodies  can  make  sacrifices 
and  in  doing  so  build  their  spirit.  I am  not  a Sun  Dancer  but  their 
uncles  are  and  so  we  will  see  where  this  will  go,  a day  at  a time  I 
think 
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[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHERE  HE  FOUND  IT. 


He  hunted  through  the  library 
He  looked  behind  the  door. 
Researched  where  baby  keeps  his  toys 
Upon  the  nursery  floor. 

He  asked  the  cook  and  Mary. 

He  called  mamma  to  look. 

He  even  started  sister  up. 

To  leave  her  Christmas  book. 

He  couldn't  find  it  anywhere. 

And  knew  some  horrid  tramp 
Had  walked  in  through  the  open  gate 
And  stolen  it,  the  scamp! 

Perhaps  the  dog  had  taken  in 
And  hidden  it  away; 

Or  else  perchance  he'd  chewed  it  up 
And  swallowed  it  in  play. 

And  then  mamma  came  down  the  stairs. 
Looked  through  the  closet  door. 

And  there  it  hung  upon  its  peg 
As  it  had  hung  before. 

And  Tommy's  cheeks  turned  rosy  red. 

Astonished  was  his  face. 

He  couldn't  find  his  cap  - because 
'Twas  in  its  proper  place; 

-[Atlanta  Journal. 


ARE  INDIANS  REASONABLE? 


There  are  not  many  such  Indian  parents,  but  we  sometimes  get  a letter 
from  the  half-educated  mother  or  father  who  cannot  see  the  benefits  of 
placing  their  children  in  good  country  homes  to  get  the  experience  that 
makes  of  their  sons  and  daughters  real  men  and  women. 

A recent  letter  says  that  "My  daughter  can  work  at  home,  if  that  is 
what  she  went  to  Carlisle  for." 

We  are  a student  body  of  workers,  and  we  are  learning  the  "how"  in  a 
systematic  way,  but  there  is  not  the  opportunity  at  the  school  that  our 
pupils  find  in  the  home  with  educated  and  cultured  people  of  business 
and  enterprise,  where  there  may  be  hardships  for  a boy  or  girl  to 
overcome,  but  where  the  stamina  is  gained  that  enables  him  or  her  to 
stick  to  a thing  till  is  accomplished  or  till  the  bargain  made  is 
fulfilled  an  thus  fitted  for  the  overcoming  of  life's  greater  struggles. 

Sometimes  a girl  gets  tired  for  a little  while  and  thinks  she  can  see 
an  easy  way  out  of  it  all  by  writing  to  mother  at  home  and  asking  her  to 
write  to  the  school  to  have  her  brought  in. 

It  is  such  a disgrace  to  come  in,  a failure,  and  such  a 
"feather-in-the-cap"  to  come  in  with  head  up  having  fulfilled  all  the 
requirements,  that  we  do  not  have  many  to  give  up  when  the  river  is  half 
crossed . 


We  have  a hundred  successes  to  one  failure,  but  sometimes  that  one 
failure  is  helped  on  in  his  or  her  weakness  by  a parent  who  lacks  common 
sense . 

The  Indians  as  a class  are  sensible  and  easily  understand  the  reasons 
of  things  when  the  good  of  their  children  is  under  consideration. 

In  the  same  mail  with  the  letter  above  referred  to,  there  was  one  from 
a wise  Indian  parent,  who  says:  "My  child  is  writing  for  money,"  and  the 
father  inquires  lovingly  if  she  is  really  in  need  of  it. 

He  says  he  is  poor,  but  can  make  some  sacrifices  if  necessary,  and 
will  abide  by  the  judgment  of  the  authorities  at  the  school,  saying  that 
he  knows  that  the  Carlisle  school  will  do  the  very  best  by  his  child, 
even  better  than  he  as  a parent  could  do. 

Of  course  the  girl  needs  no  money,  and  he  was  informed  to  that  affect. 

And  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  wishes  he  could  impress  upon  each  member 
of  the  student  body  the  weakness  and  unwomanliness  and  unmanliness  of 
asking  for  money  from  home,  when  it  is  well  known  that  nearly  all  the 
home  people  need  the  money  they  can  get,  to  live.  Here  we  have 
everything  that  is  necessary  for  a comfortable  life  and  many  luxuries 
besides,  and  yet  we  ask  poor  father  or  poor  mother  for  money  to  buy 
candy  or  neck-ties  or  watermelons  or  other  things  we  do  not  really  need. 

If  this  hits  any  one  let  him  or  her  hide  the  face  and  mentally 
resolve,  "I  will  not  send  home  for  money."  "I  will  not  borrow."  "I 
will  not  steal."  "I  will  earn  it  myself  or  go  without." 
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From  One  of  our  Soldier  Boys. 

Paul  Teenabikezen,  ex-student,  now  a member  of  "I"  Troop,  8th  Cavalry 
and  stationed  in  Cuba,  wrote  recently,  and  his  friends  will  be  glad  to 
hear  what  he  has  to  say.  He  says:  "I  am  getting  along  all  right  in  the 
army  and  I like  it  too.  When  we  landed  at  Havana,  I saw  the  wreck  of 
the  Maine.  I had  often  thought  I would  see  it  some  day.  I did  not  get 
sea-sick  on  the  voyage,  but  a majority  of  the  boys  were  sick.  Two  days 
after  we  got  here  we  started  Monkey  drilling.  I suppose  you  and  Mr. 
Kensler  know  what  that  is.  It  is  turning  right  and  left,  facing, 
dismounting  and  mounting  at  a trot,  walk  and  gallop.  These  drills  we 
have  in  the  morning,  and  carbine  drills  in  the  afternoon.  But  now  eight 
boys  in  "I"  troop  are  on  mark  duty.  One  of  the  eight  is  I.  Instead  of 
going  to  drill  in  the  morning  with  the  rest  we  have  to  go  to  our  Lieut., 
and  say  our  general  orders,  and  he  also  asks  us  questions.  We  water  our 
horses  twice  a day.  The  stables  are  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the 
Barracks.  The  drill  grounds  are  about  one-half  mile. 

This  town  is  not  so  small  as  I thought  it  was  before  I cam  here;  it 
has  very  many  people.  On  the  Fourth  of  Duly  evening  nearly  all  of  them 


came  out  in  front  of  the  Barracks  to  see  the  fire  works.  Everything  was 
quiet  in  town  that  evening  except  in  front  of  the  Barracks.  I do  not  see 
window  panes  here.  Instead  of  that  they  use  iron  bars  for  windows. 

Oxen  are  used  mostly  here  by  the  natives.  I find  here  that  fence  posts 
grow  to  trees  again  without  root.  They  have  made  me  think  that  I have 
grown  some  since  I came  here.  The  climate  is  very  hot  and  the  streets 
and  roads  are  very  dusty.  Fruits  are  plenty  and  grow  wild.  I have  not 
eaten  any  yet  except  coconut  and  orange.  I have  found  many  friends  in 
the  cavalry." 


We  see  by  the  Osage  Journal  that  George  Conner's  father  was  murdered 
in  Missouri  a few  days  ago.  George  went  home  this  summer.  His  father 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Osage  tribe. 

The  Late  Christine  Redstone. 

Mrs.  John  F.  Russell,  with  whom  Christine  lived  for  some  time  has 
these  words  to  say  in  a private  letter:  "Although  familiar  with  the 
general  condition  of  our  Christine's  health  we  were,  indeed,  greatly 
shocked  to  hear  of  her  death.  We  had  not  realized  that  her  end  was  as 
near.  The  intelligence  has  cast  a deep  gloom  over  our  family,  as, 
during  the  long  period  she  was  an  inmate  of  our  home,  her  sunny  and 
affectionate  disposition  completely  won  our  hearts,  and  she  was  to  us  as 
a daughter.  I had  a letter  written  to  mail  to  her,  enclosing  a little 
gift  of  money  with  which  to  purchase  some  delicacies,  when  your  letter 
came.  It  seems  sad  to  think  that  she  will  be  with  us  no  more,  but  we 
know  that  is  His  doings  there  is  no  mistake,  no  random  stroke,  and  we 
are  comforted  by  the  assurance  that  she  is  now  reaping  the  reward  of  her 
many  Christian  acts  of  love  and  kindness.  She  is  truly  a consistent 
follower  of  the  Master,  and  a girl  of  whom  no  fitting  eulogy  can  be 
pronounced.  She  has  left  with  us  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
The  sympathies  of  myself  and  husband  are  with  your  school  in  the  loss  of 
so  promising  a pupil.  Her  place  will  be  hard  to  fill.  We  have, 
however,  the  blessed  hope  of  the  renewal  for  the  fond  ties  and 
affections  so  rudely  sundered,  where  no  cloud  shall  enter  to  overshadow 
their  lustre." 


Melinda  Metoxen  writes  of  the  enjoyable  times  she  and  the  rest  of  the 
girls  in  the  vicinity  of  Westtown'  and  West  Chester  are  having  this 
summer.  They  were  given  a party  by  the  Friends  on  the  Fourth,  of  which 
she  speaks  highly,  and  the  girls  appreciated  the  kindness  shown  them. 
Melinda  lives  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Friends'  Boarding  School  at 
Westtown  and  certainly  has  a pleasant  country  home.  We  do  not  wonder 
she  likes  it. 

The  Band  will  play  on  our  own  band  stand  tomorrow.  Saturday,  evening 
the  following  pieces:  1.  March,  "Iroquois"  -Losey;  2.  Overture,  "Belle 
of  the  Village"  -Bouillon;  3.  Albumblatt  -Wagner;  4.  "General  Lee's  Two 
Step"  -Baldwin;  5.  Euphonium  Solo  "Les  Rameaux"  - Faure;  6.  March  and 
Chorus  from  Semiramide  -Rossini;  7.  Piccolo  Solo,  "Canary  Polka"  -Cox; 

8.  March,  "Major  Olivier"  -Rinquet;  9.  "Star  Spangled  Banner."  Time 
7:30. 

We  occasionally  get  word  through  private  correspondence  from  Henry 
Redkettle  '97,  who  is  still  clerking  in  a store  in  South  Dakota.  He 
cherishes  fond  rememberance  of  Carlisle,  and  hopes  to  visit  the  school 
before  very  long.  He  has  had  all  sorts  of  experiences  since  he  left, 
and  again  has  gotten  used  to  the  winds  of  the  prairie,  which  so  nearly 
use  up  the  average  easterner.  The  tenor  of  his  letter  shows  that  he 
still  keep  s up  his  general  reading.  There  is  no  "backward  slide"  in 
his  side  expressions  of  wit  and  description. 

The  mescal  being  taken  by  the  Osages  this  week  at  Hominy  produces  to 
the  consumer  a vision  of  God.  Unless  the  usage  of  mescal  among  the 
Osages  is  stopped  some  of  them  are  very  liable  to  see  their  real  God. 
-[Osage  Journal. 
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Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Carter  are  expected  home  tomorrow  night. 

Miss  Hill  has  gone  to  Peak's  Island  near  Portland,  Me.  to  spend  her 
vacation . 

Building  operations  are  at  a standstill  oweing  to  delay  in  receiving 
certain  materials. 

Virginia  Eastman  likes  medicine  "tandy, " and  she  generally  knows  where 
to  find  it. 

Sunday  evening  service  was  held  upon  the  lawn,  with  the  bandstand  as 
platform  for  the  leader. 

Mr.  Dames  Wheelock  has  gone  to  Wisconsin  on  business  for  the  school 
He  will  visit  his  home  at  Oneida. 

Edgar  Rickard  will  rusticate  at  his  father's  place  on  the  New  York 
reservation,  and  return  to  school  in  the  Fall. 

Mr.  A.D.  Standing,  Dr.,  familiarly  known  as  Dack  in  these  parts 
attended  the  Presbyterian  picnic  with  some  friends  at  Pen  Mar  on 
Tuesday. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  stole  a peep  at  the  photograph  of  a very 
pretty  baby,  this  week  - Thomas  Schanendore ' s,  whom  they  have  named 
Hilton . 

Instructor  Snyder  of  the  tailoring  department  made  a little  trip  among 
the  boys  on  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomsburg,  and  reports  conditions 
in  a favorable  light. 

It  is  one  thing  to  take  a pleasure  ride  on  the  trolley  and  quite 
another  thing  to  get  stuck  in  town  owing  to  lack  of  power  and  then  to 
have  to  take  a pleasure  (?)  walk  out. 

The  swing  on  the  upper  balcony  of  the  small  boys'  quarters  groans  as 
though  it  were  in  pain  every  time  it  is  used,  and  the  boys  say  it  has 
not  been  eating  green  apples  either. 

The  Eastman  family,  with  Miss  Luckenbach  and  others  picniced  at  the 
Cave  Hill  Park  on  Friday  last  and  had  a good  time  boating  and  amusing 
themselves  at  other  pastimes. 

Robert  Hudson,  of  whom  mention  was  made  last  week,  is  an  employee  of 
the  Gowanda  Gas  Company,  New  York,  which  controls  the  entire  gas  field 
in  Western  New  York. 

Major  Pratt  writes  that  he  expects  to  visit  the  Klamath  Agency, 
California  and  the  Chemawa,  Oregon  Indian  School,  among  other  places  of 
interest  before  he  turns  his  face  eastward.  He  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss 
Richenda  are  all  well. 

On  Friday  last  Professor  and  Miss  Davis  of  Pittsburg,  Miss  Shepard  of 
Chambersburg  and  Mr.  Rauch,  of  Princeton  Seminary  formed  a party  who  was 
escorted  through  the  school  by  our  friend  and  former  co-worker  Miss 
Stewart,  of  Chambersburg. 

Miss  Fannie  Rubinkam,  of  Newtown,  who  always  has  a large  class  of 
Indians  in  Sunday  School  during  the  summer  outing,  says  she  has  five  of 
the  printers  this  summer  - Arthur  Sickles,  Frank  Bender,  Fred  Tibbetts, 
Dames  Miller,  and  Lewis  Webster. 

Miss  Southgate,  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  who 
has  been  a guest  of  the  school,  with  Miss  Nancy  Seneca,  class  '97,  who 
is  also  a nurse  at  the  Medico  Chi,  has  gone  to  her  home  in  New  Dersey, 
near  Philadelphia.  She  was  sorry  to  go  away  from  a place  she  learned  in 
a brief  visit  to  love  so  well. 

Miss  Barr  who  is  spending  her  vacation  at  Prince  Edward's  Island 
thinks  of  returning  before  the  expiration  of  her  leave. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Shields  of  the  Hilton  farm,  the  printers 
were  remembered  last  week  by  a treat  of  delicious  apples. 

Miss  Hulme's  Night  Blooming  Cereus  bloomed  this  week  and  was  the  cause 
for  interesting  visitations  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  dining-hall. 

Mr.  Boyer,  of  Carlisle,  who  took  Bemus  Pierce's  place,  serves  as 
nightwatchman  for  the  summer  so  as  to  give  our  working  boys  all-night 
sleep,  without  having  to  do  guard  duty. 

On  the  eve  of  her  departure  for  Paxtonville,  last  week,  to  spend  her 
annual  leave.  Miss  Bowersox  gave  a watermelon  treat  to  a few  friends  on 
the  spacious  balcony  of  the  office  building. 

Lottie  Smith  and  Sophia  Wiggins  both  are  deserving  of  praise  for 
having  repeated  without  missing  a word,  the  Episcopal  Catechism,  for 


which  they  have  received  a certificate  of  honor  from  the  Rector.  The 
girls  are  living  with  Ellen  Comfort  near  Abington. 

The  printers  have  distinguished  themselves  as  "kickers"  this  week, 
owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  electric  motor  which  furnishes  power 
for  the  presses.  As  kicking  is  healthful  once  in  a while  we  have  not 
minded  the  exercise. 

The  funeral  of  Percy  Whitebear  occurred  on  Sunday.  He  was  a Cheyenne 
boy  from  Oklahoma,  and  has  been  with  us  about  three  years.  While  at  his 
country  home  he  contracted  Pneumonia,  by  going  into  cold  water  to  swim 
when  too  warm,  and  Dr.  Diven  went  to  treat  him.  He  improved,  but  a 
relapse  came  upon  him  and  he  was  taken  with  rapid  consumption.  The 
Doctor  went  again  and  brought  him  in,  and  in  a few  days  he  died.  He  was 
a bright,  good,  willing  boy  and  mourned  by  many  friends  and  school 
mates . 

A very  pleasant  little  letter  from  Stuart  Hazlett,  '99,  who  is  now  at 
his  home  in  Montana,  says  he  is  well  and  not  idle.  He  had  been  picking 
potato  bugs  the  day  he  wrote  and  was  tired  enough.  Among  some 
ex-students  of  Carlisle,  whom  he  mentions  as  getting  on  nicely,  are  the 
names  of  Presly  Houk,  Robert  Hamilton,  Anthony  Austin,  Doe  Spanish, 
Charles  Buck  and  others.  Stuart  expects  to  go  to  public  school  in 
Choteau  in  the  fall.  He  says  he  has  had  all  the  Government  aid  he  could 
expect . 

Siceni  Nori,  class  '94,  has  worked  his  way  through  Stewart's  Business 
College,  Trenton,  N.D.,  and  comes  off  with  a diploma  of  which  he  is 
proud  and  has  a right  to  be,  for  as  he  says,  he  got  it  by  the  sweat  of 
his  own  brow.  "I  enjoyed  my  school  life  very  much,"  he  says,  "and 
although  the  pace  set  by  my  pale  faced  comrades  was  at  times  a trifle 
fast,  I held  my  place  in  the  van.  It  is  good  to  be  in  a hustling 
crowd.  Then  it  is  that  time  awaits  no  man;  neither  is  work  that  is 
hopelessly  or  heartlessly  conducted  tolerated.  There  is  energy  and 
enthusiasm  which  affords  the  mental  faculties  constant  exercise." 

Siceni  has  the  congratulations  and  best  wishes  of  a host  of  friends  at 
Carlisle.  He  is  now  with  our  boys  who  are  at  Beacon-by-the-Sea, 
enjoying  the  sea  breezes. 


(page  4) 

COMMENTS  UPON  THE  FIRST  BAND  CONCERT  OF  A SERIES  TO  BE  GIVEN  IN  TOWN 
DURING  THE  SEASON. 


From  the  Carlisle  Evening  Sentinel. 

About  three  thousand  people  listened  with  great  delight  and 
appreciation  to  the  fine  concert  by  the  Indian  band  on  the  square 
Saturday  evening.  The  program  was  exceptionally  well  rendered  from 
beginning  to  end  and  the  enviable  reputation  this  band  has  sustained 
since  Director  Wheelock  commenced  to  wield  the  baton,  was  greatly 
strengthened  by  Saturday  evening's  work.  The  people  thank  Director 
Wheelock  and  his  band  for  what  is  considered  by  them  a great  privilege  - 
that  of  hearing  it  in  concert  work. 

Communication  from  a Citizen  to  the  Sentinel. 

A rare  treat  to  the  Carlisle  people  was  the  concert  given  on  our 
public  square,  Saturday  night,  by  Dennison  Wheelock  and  his  famous 
Indian  band.  Long  before  the  time  appointed  people  could  be  seen  coming 
in  every  direction  and  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  the  very 
attractive  program  were  most  enthusiastic  in  their  demonstrations,  and 
the  great  crowd  assembled  was  evidence  enough  to  show  how  popular  these 
concerts  will  become.  We  appreciate  most  heartily  Mr.  Wheelock' s 
generous  offer  to  give  us  this  pleasure  fortnightly. 

From  the  Carlisle  Daily  Herald. 

The  program,  as  published  in  our  last  issue,  was  rendered  in  a truly 
artistic  manner,  which  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  leader  as  well  as 
the  individual  members  of  the  organization. 


Comments  Overheard  by  our  Reporter  as  he  Passed  Around  Through  the  Crowd. 


"Fine!"  "Well  trained!"  "That  Euphonium  beats  anything  I ever 
heard."  "Beautiful!"  "Wonderful!" 

"That's  great!"  exclaimed  a prominent  lawyer  as  he  turned  to  a group 
of  well  dressed  gentlemen.  The  reporter  noticed  that  the  lawyer's  eyes 
were  wide-open  with  astonishment  and  that  his  face  bore  genuine  look  of 
satisfaction,  and  so  reporter-like,  he  edged  up  nearer  to  hear  the  rest 
of  the  conversation. 

It  was  just  after  that  magnificent  lead-up  from  the  Oboe  and  Flute 
solos  in  William  Tell  Overture  to  the  soul-stirring  outburst  of  harmony 
from  all  the  instruments. 

"Yes,  it  is  great,"  replied  one  of  the  men.  "And  I'll  be  hanged  in  I 
can  see  how  Wheelock  manages  to  get  so  much  music  into  their  heads. 

It's  MUSIC,  too." 

"Well,  they  practice." 

"Practice!  Why  they  beat  our  town  band." 

"That  is  easily  explained.  Our  men  are  workingmen  and  don't  get  the 
time  to  practice." 

"Why  don't  they  take  the  time." 

"They  can't  do  it." 

"Those  Indians  do  it,  and  they  work  besides." 

They  HAVE  to  do  it  whether  they  want  to  or  not,  and  they  get  lots  of 
individual  training." 

"But,  good  gracious,  they  are  'Injuns.'  Can't  you  take  that  in? 
'Injun,'  I say.  They  haven't  any  BRAINS,  and  look  what  that  leader  is 
doing  with  'em." 

"That's  so,  and  how  in  the  dickens  he  does  it,  I don't  see." 

And  the  reporter  could  but  compare  the  brain  ability  of  the  Indians 
with  the  thousands  who  stood  around.  If  the  high  grade  of  music 
rendered  by  the  Indian  boys,  (only  school  boys  at  that,  and  music 
written  by  the  finest  composers)  does  not  show  that  the  Indian  has 
brains  what  can  show  it? 

And  so  the  Band  is  educating  the  people  while  it  educates  itself,  and 
both  are  being  educated  together  - a perfect  exemplification  of  the 
Carlisle  idea. 


WHAT  IS  KILLING  THE  INDIANS? 


The  Indian  Sentinel  speaks  thus  boldly  in  reference  to  the  selling  of 
intoxicants  in  the  Indian  Territory: 

There  is  not  an  official  in  the  northern  district  and  in  the  employ  of 
the  department  of  justice  but  who  would  blush  with  shame  at  the 
continued  and  open  violation  of  the  law  by  the  dealers  of  intoxicants. 

It  makes  no  difference  under  what  name  this  stuff  is  sold,  its  sale  is 
prohibited  by  the  United  States  Statutes  if  it  is  intoxicating.  Hop  Ale 
has  been  proven  so  a dozen  or  more  times  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  of  a 
single  man  being  punished  for  its  sale,  while  the  little  two-bit  whiskey 
peddlers  are  given  the  full  extent  of  the  law  almost  every  time.  Cohn, 
that  booze  vendor  from  Wagoner  continues  to  ply  his  trade  with  success 
and  without  interruption.  He  seems  to  be  enjoying  the  protection  of  the 
law  in  this  nefarious  traffic.  Why  not  go  after  this  man  who  has 
introduced  and  sold  thousands  of  barrels  of  Hop  Ale  as  well  as  the 
little  Indian  who  sells  two  gallons  of  whiskey.  They  both  intoxicate, 
so  serve  the  same  purpose  in  the  end. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  5,  7,  4 is  a small  bed. 

My  3,  6,  5,  1,  2,  4 a boy  thinks  he  must  have  in  his  clothing. 
My  8,  7,  7,  1 is  what  we  should  do  before  we  leap. 

My  whole  is  what  the  entire  school  kept  last  Tuesday  morning. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A pretty  courtyard. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  every  week  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper 
collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara 


Landis,  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 


"RE ; Poem:  My  Grandfathers  Knew"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : My  Grandfathers  knew 

My  Grandfathers  knew 

so  many  moons  ago 

that  in  the  Sacred  Hoop 

is  where  our  Hearts  would  grow 

By  following  Tradition 
to  smudge  and  fast  and  pray 
would  bring  a good  tomorrow 
to  follow  every  day 

That  we  should  most  remember 
those  who  passed  on  first 
and  then  to  love  and  cherish 
seven  generations  birth 

The  Eagle's  eye  is  watching 
the  Bear  is  paused  to  see 
each  generation  keeping 
what  was  meant  to  be 

To  be  so  like  the  Sweetgrass 
which  stands  for  gentleness 
to  follow  like  the  Standing  Ones 
the  trees  for  truthfulness 

The  Deer  who  gives  so  freely 
so  that  all  may  live 
The  oldest  of  the  Grandfathers 
are  strong  and  yet  they  give 

For  these  four  Ones  remembered 
like  gentleness  and  truth 
that  there  is  strength  in  giving 
will  bring  us  to  our  roots. 

For  Grandfathers  are  watching 
the  lives  we  lead  this  day 
reminding  us  the  Sacred  Hoop=20 
begins  anew  each  day=20 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Aug  99  21:42:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  22-28 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 

22 

Deep  forest  of  the  ancient  days  --  sustain  my  spirit. 

23 


There  are  many  diverse  traditions  in  this  land. 

24 

My  dreams  are  shaped  in  the  ever-changing  clouds. 

25 

Love  is  a golden  bird  singing  in  a green  valley. 

26 

For  the  patient  spirit,  life  holds  many  rewards. 

27 

Listen  always  for  the  answers  to  questions  you  have  never  asked. 

28 

The  flower  is  nature's  work  of  art. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  16  August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

UUCP  email 

August  20  - 22 

26th  St  Croix  Wild  Rice  Festival  (traditional) 

Flole  in  the  Wall  Casino 
Danbury,  Wisconsin 

(800)  236-2195  exts.  122,  127  or  185 
August  20  - 22 

16th  Grande  Ronde  (traditional) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Grande  Ronde,  Oregon 
(800)  422-0232 

August  20  - 22 
6th  Ponca 
Pow-wow  Grounds 
Niobrara,  Nebraska 
(402)  857-3519 

August  20  - 22 

88th  Chief  Seattle  Days  (contest) 

Downtown 

Saquamish,  Washington 
(360)  598-3311 

August  20  - 22 
Peshawbestown  (traditional) 

Stallman  Road 
Peshawbestown,  Michigan 
(616)  271-3538  or  (616)  271-4966 

August  20  - 22 

7th  The  Flighground  Warrior  (traditional) 

Highground 

Neilsville,  Wisconsin 
(715)  743-4224  or  (414)  384-2050 

August  20  - 22 

Shakopee  Mdewakanton  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Prior  Lake,  Minnesota 
(612)  445-8900 


August  20  - 22 

33rd  Mille  Lacs  (traditional)  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Mille  Lacs,  Minnesota 
(320)  532-4181 

August  20  - 22 
43rd  O-sa-wan  (traditional) 

Boon  City  Fair  Grounds 
Belvidere,  Illinois 
(847)  882-1644 

August  20  - 22 

Mohegan  Wig  Warn  Powwow  Celebrating  Good  Medicine 
Uncasville,  Connecticut 
(860)  204-6100 

August  20  - 22 
Prior  Lake 

Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Sioux  Community  Powwow 
on  reservation  grounds 
Prior  Lake,  Minnesota 
(612)  445-8900  Vendors  (612)  496-6176. 

August  21  - 22 
Dawnland  Center  Intertribal 
Parkers  Farm 
Montpelier,  Vermont 
(802)  229-0601 

August  21  - 22 

17th  AIC  Traditional  (traditional) 

Boone  County  4-H  Grounds 
Lebanon,  Indiana 
(765)  482-3315 

August  21  - 22 
7th  Santa  Rosa  (traditional) 

Sonoma  County  Fair  Grounds 
Santa  Rosa,  California 
(707)  869-8233 

August  21  - 22 

6th  Potawatomi  Trails  (traditional) 

Shiloh  Park 
Zion,  Illinois 

(847)  746-9086  (traders  by  invitation  only) 

August  26  - 29 

195th  Umonhon  Harvest  Hethushka 
Big  Arena 
Macy,  Nebraska 
(402)  837-5391 

August  27  - 29 
Sac  & Fox  Casino  (contest) 

Hwy  75 

Powhattan,  Kansas 
(800)  990-2946  ext.  1177  or  1022 

August  27  - 29 

Rapid  River  Anishnabeg  Pow-Wow  Assn. 

Second  Annual  POW-WOW  at  Hiawatha  National  Forest 
eight  miles  north  of  Rapid  River 
Rapid  River,  Michigan 


(906)  474-9910 


August  28  - 29 
Ingen 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Inger,  Minnesota 

(218)  335-8289  on  (218)  335-8387 

September  3-5 
Wee-Git chie-Ne-Me-E- Dim 
Veterans  Memorial  Grounds 
Cass  Lake,  Minnesota 
(218)  335-8289 

September  3-6 

The  85th  Annual  Spokane  Indian  Days  Celebration 
Wellpinit,  Washington 
For  more  information  on  Concessions,  call 
Kim  LeBret  509.258.9114  or  Ivan  Wynecoop  509.258.9114 
For  more  information  on  the  Powwow  call 
Ilene  Flett  509.258.4581  or  Carol  Campbell  509.258.7038 

September  3-6 

Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival  (traditional) 

Choctaw  Capitol 
Tushkahoma,  Oklahoma 
(580)  924-8280 

September  3-6 

Labor  Day  Weekend  Celebration  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin 
608)  847-5694 

September  3-6 
Ponemah  (traditional) 

Ponemah  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Ponemah,  Minnesota 
(218)  679-3341 

September  4-5 

Michinemackinong  (traditional) 

Marquette  Museum 
St  Ignace,  Michigan 
(906)  863-9831  or  (906)  643-7436 

September  4-5 

39th  Tecumseh  Lodge  Labor  Day  (traditional) 

Tipton  4- H Fair  Grounds 
Tipton,  Indiana 
(317)  773-4233 

September  4-5 
25th  Moraviantown  (contest) 

Flighgate  Road 
Moravian  Reserve,  Ontario 
(519)  692-3969 

September  4-5 
7th  First  Light  (traditional) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Athens,  Maine 
(207)  654-3981 


September  4-6 


17th  Labor  Days  (traditional) 
Heimat  Haus 
Grove  City,  Ohio 
(614)443-6120 

September  4-6 
Mohawk  Trail  (traditional) 
Indian  Plaza 

Charlemont,  Massachusettes 
(413)  339-4096 


Date:  Thu,  12  Aug  1999  12:26:53  GMT 
From:  "frosty"  <frosty@frostys.qc.ca> 

Sub j : Montreal  POWWOW 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal  is  preparing 
for  its  18th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  event 
will  take  place  on  September  11th  & 12th,  1999  on  the 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal. 

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME! 

The  NFCM  Pow  Wow  is  a celebration  of  native 
contemporary  culture,  where  dancers,  drummers,  craft  & 
food  vendors  come  together  and  share  traditions. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  Inuit  teachings  such  as 
story  telling  and  throat  singing  as  well  as  workshops 
for  children. 

The  Pow  Wow  is  one 

way  we  like  to  accomplish  this.  We  are  expecting 
between  5000  -10  000  spectators. 

Admission  is  $8.00  for  adults,  $6.00  for  students  and 
elders,  children  12  and  under  are  admitted  for  free. 
Saturday,  September  11th: 

Sunday,  September  12th: 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  suggestions 
please  contact: 

Tanja  (tanja@nfcm.org)  or 
lacinda  (powwow@nfcm.org) 

You  can  also  phone  us  the  Centre  at  (514)  499-1854 


Date:  Tue,  03  Aug  1999  08:03:43  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Sub j : august  28th 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and 
na-va'-kee  American  Indian  Trading  Post 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 
Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 
Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 

Invited  Drums:  REDWOLF, 

FOUR  RIVERS, 

WAHUNSENAKAH 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 
***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : IOHN  3EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 

MICHAEL  CLOUD-BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 
vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole  at  na-va'kee 
american  indian  trading  post .. 757-425-7992 
or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Wed,  28  3ul  1999  16:22:43  -0700  (PDT) 


From:  Stephen  beamen  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 

1st  INTERNATIONAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
"LET  THE  DOURNEY  BEGIN" 

at  Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 
August  28-29,  1999 
Head  Veteran 

Wohali  Standing  Bear  ; Pawnee 
Drum 

Blue  Heron  Singers 
United  Lumbee  Nation  of  NC 
Drum  Keeper/Lead  Singer 
Chief  Soft  Shell  Turtle  Netz 
Master  of  Ceremonies 
Chico  Dulak  ; Lakota 

Head  Man  Dancer;  Spirit  Elks  Shadow  Wolf-  Cher/Senica 
Head  Woman  Dancer;  Christene  Coppess  - Blackfoot 
Head  Dr  Male;  Darnell  Hawk  - Oglala  Manderson  SD 
Head  Dr  Female;Reba  Little  Fawn  - Cherokee 
Story  Teller;  Becky  Morning  Star  - Cherokee 

Public  Invited Bring  your  lawn  chairs 

Gates  open  at  10  AM  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Admission:  Adults  $5.00  55  and  over  $2.50  Children 

under  12  FREE  (with  adult) 

No  cameras  or  video  recorders  permitted 


No  drugs  or  alcohol  or  politics  allowed  on  grounds. 
No  pets  around  Arena  or  trading  areas. 


Free  camping-  First  come  first  serve. 

Electric  available:  RV  $5.00  per  day 

Tent  $2.50  per  day 

Coordinated  BY:  The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana,  Inc. 
A not  for  profit  organization. 

For  information  contact  Wohali  or  Happy  Dancer  at: 

(317)  356-5187  6-10  PM  Mon-Fri 


Date:  Thu,  15  Dul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION.ORG> 

Sub j : SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Hanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 
the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 

SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Hawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 
September  2-  September  13  in  New  Haven,  CT 

Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 


November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tentative) 

December  28  - Ianuary  2 in  Detroit,  MI 

Ianuary  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 

Ianuary  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 

Ianuary  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 

Ianuary  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 

February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 

February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 

February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 

February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 

February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 

March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 

March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 

April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 

April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  3ul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10034 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10034 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Flope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piaute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-August  19  - 22,  1999- 
Chief  Looking  Glass  Powwow 
Kamiah,  ID  (208)  935-2502 

-August  20  - 21,  1999- 

Chippewas  of  Nawash  First  Nation  (Cape  Croker)  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
at  the  Cape  Croker  Campgrounds  Wiarton,  Ontario 

Contact:  Phil  Roote  (519)  797-3254  or  Martha  Pedoniquotte  (519)  534-1689 

-August  20  - 22,  1999- 
7th  Annual  Abegwit  Powwow 


Prince  Edward  Island  (902)  368-7464 


26th  Annual  Wild  Rice  Powwow 
Danbury,  WI  1-800-236-2195  Ext. 127 

7th  Annual  "Warrior"  Powwow 
Neillsville,  WI  (715)  743-4224 

Piapot  Indian  Celebration 
Piapot,  SK  Donna:  (306)  781-7423 

Crooked  Lake  Agency  Powwow 

Broadview,  SK  Lionel  Sparvier:  (306)  696-3506 

Kamloopa  Indian  Days 
Kamloops,  BC  (250)  828-9700 

Beardy's  & Okemasis  Annual  Celebration 
Duck  Lake,  SK  Garnet/Derek:  (306)  467-4441 

88th  Annual  Chief  Seattle  Days 
Squamish,  WA  (360)  598-3311 

Waktala  Powwow 

Fort  Yates,  ND  (701)  458-7201 

-August  20  - 26,  1999- 
Aroostook  Micmac  Powwow 
Aroostook,  ME  Bernard:  (207)  769-2103 

-August  21  & 22,  1999- 
Silver  Lake  4th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
Silver  Lake  Provincial  Park,  ON 
Dorothy  Antoine:  613-279-2927 

Dakota  Cree  Days  II 

Whitecap  Dakota  Sioux  First  Nation,  SK 
Bill  Hones:  (306)  934-4706 

Dawnland  Center  Intertribal  Powwow 
East  Montpelier,  VT  (802)  229-0601 

Algonquins  of  Pikwakanagan  Powwow 
Golden  Lake,  ON  (613)  625-2800 

-August  27,  1999- 
1999  Salmon  Festival 
Kelowna,  BC  (250)  763-4905 

-August  27  - 29,  1999- 
123rd  Annual  Ponca  Powwow 
Ponca  City,  OK  (580)  762-8104 

Northwest  Indian  Encampment  & Powwow 
Spokane,  WA  (509)  535-0886 

-August  28  & 29,  1999- 
Inger  Traditional  Powwow 
Inger,  MN  (218)  335-8289/8387 

-September  3-5,  1999- 
Labor  Day  Powwow  Wee-Gitchie-Ne-Me-E-Dim 
Cass  Lake,  MN 
Henry:  (218)  335-8289 


Western  Canadian  Slo-Pitch  Championships 
Whitecap  Dakota  Sioux  First  Nation,  SK 
Bill  Hones : (306)  934-4706 

-September  4 & 5,  1999- 
Nipissing  10  Anniversary  Powwow 
North  Bay,  ON  (705)  753-2050 

- September  4-6,  1999- 
17th  Annual  Labor  Day  Powwow 
Grove  City,  OH  (614)  443-6120 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  19  through  23:  Crow  Fair  Annual  Celebration; 
Crow  Agency,  MT 

Aug.  27,  28  and  29:  Fort  Kipp  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Kipp, 

MT;  (406)  768-5112  or  (406)  768-3170 

SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  3,  4 and  5:  Poplar  Indian  Days;  Poplar,  MT; 
(406)  768-3826 

Sept.  3 through  6:  WOLF  Clan  Alliance  Pow  Wow;  Cave 
City,  KT;  (502)  749-4002;  wolfsong@scrtc.com 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  Daycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Wed,  23  Hun  1999  15:24:54  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Summer  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
- Southern  States  - 


ALABAMA 

Sep.  18-19:  Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival,  HM:  Bill  Flood,  HL:  Alaura  Pyl 
Host  Drums:  Buffalo  Heart  & White  Horse,  MC:  Gary  Smith 
Info:  Melton  Meade  (256)  245-8231,  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  (256)  764-8251 
Oct.  16-17:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival  (THIS  IS  A HEALING 
CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS)  Ft. Payne  AL,  HM:  Rock  Dickerson,  HL:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart  or  Southwind,  MC:  Gary  Smith 
Info:  lerry  lang  (256)  492-5217 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  4-5:  Running  Water  Cherokee  Homecoming  Powwow,  Ridge  Ferry  Park, 
Rome  GA.  HM:  Bullet,  MC:  Rick  Byrd,  Host  Drum:  Byrd  Chopper 
Info:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714  or  (706)  506-8336 
Sep.  25-26:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  McIntosh  Indian  Festival,  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


KENTUCKY 

Aug.  28-29:  Tri-State  Benefit  Trail  Ride,  Double  "1"  Stables,  Mammoth  Cave 
Benefits  go  to  the  ANIANI  Coproration  (non-profit)  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Aniyunweya  Cherokee  Nation.  Valid  Coggins  tests  required  on  all  horses. 
Register  to  win  a saddle  with  each  paid  registration.  Gifts  awarded  for 
Person  bringing  the  Largest  Group,  Oldest  Rider,  Youngest  Rider,  Person 
coming  the  Farthest  Distance.  Four  meals  provided  with  purchase  of  meal 
ticket.  Electric  & water  sites  available.  Native  American  dance  exhibitions 
crafts  exhibits,  demonstrations  & sale.  Saturday  night  dance  (band  TBA) . 
Info:  Sheila  (931)  670-5465,  April  (615)  365-9044,  lack  (502)  286-8167, 
Frank  (502)  549-7034  or  lerry  (812)  732-4613. 


TEXAS 

Aug.  21:  TIA-PIHA  Benefit  Dance,  St.  Pius  Catholic  Church,  New  Carney. 
Info:  Grant  Gamuer  (713)  448-8435. 

Aug.  21-22:  Texas  Intertribal  Indian  Organization  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  Rex 
Baxter  Building,  Tri-State  Fairgrounds,  Amarillo.  Info:  Billy  Turpin  (806) 
358-3277,  Marie  Lewis  358-3112,  or  fax:  (806)  378-8082. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Aug  1999  11:47:44  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  08/16/99  11:24AM  >>> 

Re:  Program  Schedule  for  Aug  16-20,  1999 

Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Aug  16-20,  1999 

MON  - 8/16:  Native  America's  Vacation  Getaway: 

As  Native  America  diversifies  its  economy,  tourism  is  becoming  one  of  the 
front  runners  for  economic  development.  Instead  of  reading  about  the  Native 


experience,  people  can  come  be  part  of  it  in  a nice  neat  vacation  package. 
Can  the  wilds  of  Native  America  be  the  next  vacation  hot  spot  of  the 
Americas?  Guests  include  Lorintino  Lallo  of  the  New  Mexico  Department  of 
Tourism. 

TUE  - 8/17:  Youth  Action  Summit: 

The  Native  Youth  are  restless  and  they're  going  to  do  something  about  it! 
Hundreds  of  Native  teens  participated  in  a youth  summit  over  this  past 
weekend  in  Denver  Colorado  to  draft  a youth  action  agenda  for  the  coming 
years.  On  this  edition  of  Native  America  Calling,  we  visit  with  some  of 
these  rising  stars  and  share  in  their  vision  of  a prosperous,  healthy  and 
vibrant  Native  America.  Guests  include  organizer  Binishi  Albert  of  Youth 
Action  Network. 

WED  - 8/18:  NAC  Update  Edition,  Pt.l: 

Native  America  Calling  has  covered  a lot  of  different  issues  since  the 
beginning  of  1999.  On  part  1 of  a 2 part  series,  we  revisit  some  of  those 
issues  and  give  our  listening  audience  updates  and  recent  developments  on 
the  issues  of  self-determination,  gaming,  cultural  affairs  and  justice 
issues.  We  invite  you  to  call  in  with  your  update  on  issues  we've  covered. 
THU  - 8/19:  NAC  Update  Edition,  Pt.2: 

We  conclude  our  update  series  on  this  edition  of  Native  America  Calling  and 
give  you,  the  listening  audience,  one  more  chance  to  call  in  with  the  most 
recent  developments  on  the  issues  we've  discussed  since  the  beginning  of 
this  year. 

FRI  - 8/20:  Phobias: 

Most  people  have  mild,  normal  fears*such  as  getting  up  in  front  of  a group 
of  people  or  driving  on  icy  roads*  but  eventually  the  apprehension  passes. 
Sadly,  some  people  suffer  from  extreme  persistent  and  irrational  fears  of 
certain  objects  and  situations.  These  fears... or  phobias*often  interfere 
with  normal  life.  When  do  our  fears  become  phobias?  On  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling,  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests 
talk  about  phobias*Please  join  us. 


PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Wellness  Edition  Programs  for  September 
FRI  - 9/3:  Suicide: 

Each  year,  more  people  die  from  suicide  than  homicide  in  the  United  States. 
Native  American  Suicide  rates  are  10  times  the  national  rate.  Why  are  the 
rates  for  our  people  so  much  higher?  Maybe  because  it  is  harder  to  find 
help  in  rural  areas  and  on  reservations*Or  maybe  because  we  just  don't  talk 
about  suicide  and  the  problems  leading  to  suicide  as  much  as  we  should, 
loin  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling  as  they  talk  about  this  avoidable  fate. 

FRI  - 9/10:  Dial-a-Doc : 

Our  two  doctors  in  radio-residency  return  to  answer  listeners'  health  and 
prescription  questions.  Doctors  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander  will  also 
discuss  with  host  Sharon  McConnell  of  the  latest  medical  developments 
featured  in  the  national  media.  So  prepare  your  health  questions  for 
another  "radio  house  call"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America 
Calling. 

FRI  - 9/17:  Sex  Education  for  Native  Youth: 

There  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it*we  are  born  sexual  human  beings.  But 
we  can  educate  our  children  about  sex.  With  proper  knowledge  of  the 
consequences  of  sexual  activity  our  youth  can  make  better  choices  and  be 
more  responsible  about  their  health.  How  do  you  feel  about  this?  loin 
host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guest  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling  as  they  talk  about  sex  education. 

FRI  - 9/24:  Hepatitis 

Did  you  know  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Americans  are  infected  with 
hepatitis  each  year?  Did  you  know  some  strains  of  hepatitis  can  be 
contracted  by  just  touching  a doorknob  up  to  a week  after  the  infected 
person  contaminates  it?  If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  this  disease 
with  possible  fatal  consequences,  tune  in  to  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling  as  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  discuss  Hepatitis 
For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  800-571-6885jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 


Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  3ohn  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Find  out  the  what,  when  and  who  about  great  Native  American  programming  on 
AIROS  from  daily  programs  like  Native  America  Calling  to  specials  like  the 
KBOO  American  Indian  Word  and  Music  Festival  by  signing  up  for  our  on-line 
program  guide. .. simply  e-mail  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu  with  the  subject  heading 
"Please  Add" 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop:  Dreamwalker, 

Larry  Innes,  Alexandra  Kazan,  A Pictou,  R Lang,  John  Wm  Sloniker, 

Robert  Dorman,  Gary  Fuller,  lust  an  Old  Man,  Janet  Smith,  Barbara  Landis, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Nortwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  Larry  Kibby, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Debra  Sanders,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  24  22:39:29  1999 
Date:  Tue,  24  Aug  1999  19:03:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.035 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L, 
Paths-L,  Creek  Southeast  & WarriorNet  Lists;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native;  www.OrlandoSentinel . com; 
http : //members . aol . com/ noreroute/Highway_55_occupation . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"In  practicing  medicine,  I have  not  given  up  my  traditional  beliefs. 

Rather  I have  tried  to  blend  and  teach  the  best  from  traditional 
and  western  medicine.  I learned  from  my  grandfather  that  illness 
is  caused  by  a disruption  of  harmony,  which  in  turn  lowers  the 
body's  ability  to  fight  illness." 

Wabanang  Kuczek,  Yaqui  - Physician's  Assistant 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  \ 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
i States  Constitution,  i 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Dourney  | 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  I 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  I 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  past  Saturday  we  happened  upon  a C-Span  special  featuring  a question/ 
answer  session  the  three  Supreme  Court  Dudges  of  the  Navajo  Nation  were 
holding  at  Harvard  University.  Among  the  topics  of  query  were  the  Navajo 
Nation's  Peacemakers.  What  the  justices  said  about  the  Peacemaking  Division 
and  the  Peacemakers  intrigued  us  --  We'd  not  heard  of  them  before.  So  I 
started  looking  them  up  online.  Here  are  some  sources: 

The  Navajo  Response  to  Crime 

Dustice  as  Healing  Vol.  3,  no. 2 (Summer  1998) 

His  Honour  Robert  Yazzie,  Chief  Dustice  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  The  Honourable 
Robert  Yazzie  is  a graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  B.A.  1973,  and  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  School  of  Law,  D.D.  1982. 

Editor's  Note,:  The  following  is  a speech  delivered  by  Chief  Dustice  Yazzie 
at  the  National  Symposium  on  Sentencing:  The  Dudicial  Response  to  Crime  at 
the  American  Dudicature  Society  in  San  Diego,  California  on  November  2-3, 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


1997. 


Indians,  Ant  Hills  and  Stereotypes 

A few  years  ago,  I did  a presentation  on  traditional  Navajo  justice  to 
judges  from  five  western  states.  After  the  talk,  two  state  judges  went 
outside.  One  said  to  the  other,  "What  did  you  think  of  Chief  Justice 
Yazzie's  description  of  Navajo  common  law?"  The  other  judge  laughed  and 
replied,  "He  didn't  mention  staking  people  to  ant  hills!"  Obviously  the 
judges  saw  too  many  Western  movies. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a popular  stereotype  that  Indian  justice  is  rough 
justice;  that  Indians  used  punishments  such  as  staking  people  to  ant  hills, 
running  them  through  a gauntlet  of  people  armed  with  clubs,  or  stringing  an 
offender  (usually  shown  in  the  movies  as  a White  offender)  up  in  the  sun  to 
bake.  That  is  an  unfortunate  stereotype.  One  of  the  reasons  I want  to  speak 
at  this  important  conference  is  that  people  such  as  myself,  as  Indian 
leaders,  need  to  do  more  to  educate  the  general  American  public  about  Indian 
ways . 

The  main  issue  posed  for  this  conference  is,  "What  is  the  judicial  role  in 
sentencing?"  This  session  is  designed  to  address  restorative  and  reparative 
principles.  "Restorative"  is  defined  to  mean  "the  process  for  renewing 
damaged  personal  and  community  relationships."  "Reparative"  is  defined  to 
mean  "the  process  of  making  things  right  for  those  affected  by  an  offender's 
behavior."  In  other  words,  how  can  we  help  victims?  We  use  only  one  word  for 
both  ideas:  peacemaking.  The  Navajo  term  is  Hozhooji  Naat'aanii,  and  while 
it  is  difficult  to  completely  translate  its  concepts  into  English,  I will 
simply  translate  it  as  "talking  things  out  in  a good  way." 

Given  that  the  overall  topic  of  this  conference  is  sentencing,  I will 
focus  on  how  we  use  peacemaking  in  sentencing  or  to  handle  a case.  There  is 
a copy  of  the  Uniform  Sentencing  Policy  the  Navajo  Nation  Judicial 
Conference  adopted  in  August  1994  in  your  conference  materials.  We  believe 
that  the  policy  is  unique,  because  it  incorporates  restorative  and 
reparative  justice  concepts. 

We  know  that  it  is  unique  because  it  incorporates  traditional  Navajo 
concepts  on  how  to  respond  to  crime.  I will  describe  the  policy's  concepts 
of  "talking  things  out,"  the  "traditional  probation  officer,"  and  how  we  use 
Navajo  peacemaking  before  charges  are  filed,  at  the  time  of  plea,  prior  to 
sentencing,  and  after  sentencing. 

"Talking  Things  Out" 

The  traditional  Navajo  response  to  crime  is  not  staking  the  offender  to  an 
ant  hill.  It  is  to  talk  the  problem  out  with  respect.  In  traditional  Navajo 
society,  everyone  was  equal.  There  was  no  strong  "chief"  who  heard  a dispute 
and  made  a decision  for  others.  In  fact,  the  idea  of  someone  with  power  and 
authority  making  decisions  for  others  is  entirely  contrary  to  Navajo  morals. 
We  believe  in  a high  degree  of  freedom,  but  we  call  it  "freedom  with 
responsibility"  (in  the  words  of  our  Associate  Justice  Raymond  D.  Austin), 
(from)  http : //www. usask. ca/ native law/ jah_yazzie2. html 


Compare  this  way  of  bringing  back  balance  and  harmony  with  the  dominant 
society's  insistence  on  warehousing  and  forever  casting  aside  those  who 
"get  caught"  as  less  worthy  than  the  "good"  citizens. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30357,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Alaska  Rural  Governance  Commission 

- Speech  by  Peabody  Coal  Miner 

- Black  Mesa  Projects/ISCO 

- Stopping  Forced 
Evictions  in  Arizona 

- Big  Mountain  Caravan  July  23-25th 

- Stillaguamish  Disenrollment 


- Blues  for  El  Salvador  99 

- Highway  55  Update 

- MNDOT  Dewaters  Minehaha  Creek 

- Hassels  Bringing  a 
Spirit  Drum  to  Prison 

- U.N  Sub-commission: 

Statement  on  Leonard  Peltier 


- Colville  Tribes 

Public  Defender's  Office 

- New  Cherokee  Chief's  First  Week 

- Bingo  Hall  Introduces 
Tournament  Blackjack 

- Sheshatshiu  Seeking 
Solutions  to  Solvent  Abuse 

- Florida  Resists  Seminole 
Tribe  Gaming  Once  Again 

- Anoatubby  Wins  Fourth  Term  as 
Head  of  Chickasaws 

- Former  Sac  & Fox  Chief 
Won't  Be  on  Primary  Ballot 

- Nations/Relations  Need  Help 


- Tuscarora  Activist 

Eddie  Hatcher  Hailed  Again 

- Native  Prisoner 

- The  Seven  Fires 

- New  Clothes  for  Me 

- Wisdom  from  Grandfather 

- Review  of  Children's  Book  about 
Navajo  Long  Walk 

- Who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair: 

The  Legend  of  Annie  Mae 

- Twenty-one  Ways  to  Scalp  an  Indian 

- Poem:  Elders  Prayer 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


RE:  Alaska  Rural  Governance  Commission 


Date:  Wed,  18  Aug  1999  19:45:47  EDT 
From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 

Sub j : Alaska  Rural  Governance  Commission 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  Alaska  Commission  on  Rural  Governance  and  Empowerment  has  recently 
published  their  Final  Report  to  the  Governor  at: 
chttp : //www . comregaf. state . ak. us/Rgc> 
at  pp.  108-9  of  that  report: 

Local  Dispute  Resolution 
Findings  and  Background 

Approximately  200  local  dispute  resolution  systems  and  tribal  courts 
exist  or  are  planned  for  development.  Since  1993,  the  number  of  local 
dispute  resolution  entities  has  doubled  and  their  levels  of  activity  have 
increased.  (See  the  Alaska  Dudicial  Council  Report:  "A  Directory  of 
Dispute  Resolution  of  Alaska  Outside  Federal  and  State  Courts,"  March  1999.) 
Local  dispute  resolution  is  often  used  to  address  Indian  Child  Welfare 
Act  (ICWA)  issues,  domestic  relations,  minor  offenses  and  juvenile  justice 
matters.  Some  rural  communities  have  not  assessed  their  needs  for  dispute 
resolution  systems  and  report  confusion  over  the  source  of  their  authority 
and  how  their  systems  relate  to  the  State  justice  system. 

Local  dispute  resolution  systems  and  tribal  courts  handle  a variety  of 
subject  matters.  Some  tribes,  for  example,  have  formal  courts  that  cover 
a broad  range  of  offenses,  while  others  choose  to  use  informal  mediation- 
based  processes. 

In  the  John  v.  Baker  case,  the  Knowles  Administration  has  supported  the 
concurrent  jurisdiction  of  a tribal  court  to  handle  a child  custody 
dispute  between  members  of  the  tribe  and  persons  who  voluntarily  submit  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribal  court. 

Next  Steps 

The  Commission  recommends  that  the  judicial  branch  continue  its  outreach 
with  a specific  emphasis  on  site  visits  to  rural  Alaska  to  engage  in 
dialogue  with  rural  residents  to  foster  better  understanding,  develop 
appropriate  legislative  action  and  establish  stronger  mechanisms  for 
ongoing  communication  in  order  to  foster  understanding,  strengthen 
communication  and  develop  appropriate  mechanisms  to  respond  to  rural  needs. 

The  Governor  and  the  Alaska  Court  System  should  encourage  the  use  of 
more  local/alternative  dispute  resolution  including  community  courts, 
youth  courts,  tribal  courts,  and  mediation,  to  improve  the  effectiveness 
of  the  justice  system.  More  local  dispute  resolution  will  also  help 
reduce  the  cost  and  workload  of  the  State  Court  system.  Expanded  use  of 
local  alternative  dispute  resolution  will  require  State  agencies  to  be 
flexible  and  open  to  working  with  a variety  of  community-based  approaches 
and  distinct  enforcement  methods.  For  example,  some  communities  require 
community  service  and  family  consultations  as  part  of  their  enforcement 
and  rehabilitation  processes.  The  departments  of  Law,  Public  Safety  and 


Health  and  Social  Services  should  continue  to  explore  and  support  existing 
as  well  as  innovative  means  of  resolving  conflict  locally.  These  actions 
should  be  recognized  by  the  Alaska  Court  System. 

The  State  of  Alaska  should  officially  recognize  and  support  the  existing 
legal  authority  of  Native  Village  governments  to  regulate  the  conduct  of 
their  members  through  adoption,  adjudication,  and  enforcement  of  tribal 
civil  laws.  As  well.  State  courts  should  give  full  faith  and  credit  to 
tribal  court  orders  in  ICWA  cases,  adoptions  and  other  civil  matters  heard 
and  enforced  by  tribal  law.  Also,  misdemeanor  offenses  should  be  diverted 
from  State  courts  and  adjudicated  by  willing  tribal  courts. 

The  Department  of  Law  and  other  State  agencies  and  branches  of 
government  should  cooperate  and  share  information  about  local  conflict 
resolution  options.  The  State  should  work  with  local  governments  to 
provide  training  to  establish  functioning,  local  justice  systems.  In 
concert  with  the  Department  of  Law,  the  Court  system  should  coordinate 
information  on  alternative  dispute  resolution  between  villages  and  regions. 

The  Alaska  Legislature  should  also  direct  funding  and  grant  greater 
flexibility  to  State  agencies  to  provide  this  technical  training. 

- — "RE:  Speech  by  Peabody  Coal  Miner"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Aug  1999  23:12:52  -0700 
From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Sub j : Speech  read  and  submitted  by  Peabody  Coal  miner  to  LADWP 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  supporters. 

This  speech  was  submitted  by  a Peabody  Coal  Company  employee, 
called  "coal  miner"  to  protect  his/her  identity  at  a meeting  of  Dineh 
representatives  and  environmental  organizations  with  the  Chairman, 

Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power.  As  you  know,  Los 
Angeles,  Las  Vegas  and  much  of  the  southwest  is  lit  up  by  Peabody 
Coal . 

Please  help  us  shut  down  the  Mohave  Generating  Station,  supplied 
by  Peabody  Coal  Company's  Black  Mesa  mine,  responsible  for  human 
rights  violations  and  environmental  violations,  including  depletion  of 
a sole  source  aquifer  for  the  Hopi  and  western  Navajo  people. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help  please  contact  Sharon  Lungo, 

Action  Resources  Center  (ARC),  phone:  (310)  396-3254, 
e-mail:  arcla@envirolink.org  and  moradiosa@hotmail.com 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
To:  Mr.  David  Freeman,  Chairman, 

Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power 

I am  (name  withheld  of  the  coal  miner).  My  maternal  clan  is  . 

My  paternal  clan  is  . I live  on  Black  Mesa  and  am  an  employee 

of  Peabody's  Black  Mesa  mining  complex.  I come  before  you  today 
to  speak  about  the  impacts  of  the  Black  Mesa  mine  on  my  local 
community.  This  is  where  the  coal  comes  from  that  is  burned  at  the 
Mohave  generating  station. 

My  people  are  suffering  many  effects  from  the  mining.  Dineh  religion 
forbids  strip  mining  which  violates  basic  teachings  in  which  the  Earth 
is  a living  entity  that  is  being  harmed.  When  we  wake  up  in  the  morning 
the  horizon  is  thick  with  dust  from  overnight  operation  of  drag  lines 
that  remove  the  top  layers  of  earth  to  expose  the  coal.  Blasting  is 
frequent  and  frightening.  Surface  water  sources  have  been  poisoned 
or  destroyed.  Sites  that  were  the  sole  source  of  sacred  and  medicinal 
plants  have  been  destroyed  by  the  mine. 


The  slurry  line  that  carries  coal  273  miles  to  the  Mohave  from 
Peabody's  Black  Mesa  mine  is  threatening  the  sole  source  of 
drinking  water  for  communities  in  the  area.  Scarce  water  beneath 
the  desert  that  has  been  there  since  the  Ice  Age  is  being  depleted 
at  the  rate  of  3 million  gallons  each  day  just  to  carry  coal.  Without 
water  we  cannot  survive.  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  who  is  here  with  you 
today  is  one  elder  who  lives  on  top  of  the  slurry  line  but  like  so  many 
others  in  the  region  has  to  travel  20-30  miles  round  trip  each  day  to 
haul  drinking  water  for  her  use  and  her  animals. 

Peabody  has  destroyed  thousands  of  ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses, 
burial  and  sacred  sites,  Dineh  cemeteries,  sacred  sites  that  continues 
to  this  day.  Many  of  the  Anasazi  burials  sites  were  not  even  covered 
up  after  removal  of  the  remains.  Their  locations  were  marked  by 
archaeologists'  stakes  in  violation  of  our  religion.  Mounds  of  dirt 
remain  adjacent  to  the  graves  sifted  for  ceremonial  objects  that 
were  taken  to  unknown  locations. 

Residents  in  the  mining  area  have  been  jailed  by  the  tribal 
governments  if  they  try  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  burial  or 
sacred  sites.  A great  grandmother.  Bah  Begay  had  to  watch  as 
bulldozers  unearthed  the  graves  of  her  twin  sisters  and  turned 
the  site  into  a disposal  area.  Ataid  Lake,  another  great  grandmother 
was  threatened  with  arrest  and  being  run  over  when  she  tried  to  stop 
bulldozers  from  destroying  a talking  rock  sacred  to  the  Dineh  people 
and  from  unearthing  a site  containing  the  graves  of  many  Anasazi 
and  Dineh.  Mabel  and  Lucille  Benally  were  jailed  for  trying  to  stop 
a bulldozer  from  expanding  a coal  stockpile  outside  of  their  front 
door  and  told  they  would  remain  in  jail  unless  they  agreed  not  to 
protest  the  mine. 

Other  residents  have  also  watched  the  unearthing  of  graves,  given 
only  the  choice  whether  to  watch  or  not  to  watch.  Roy  and  Alice  Tso 
eldest  son's  remains  were  taken  to  some  unknown  location.  They 
want  to  know  where  their  son's  remains  were  taken  to.  Roy  Tso  was 
a dedicated  employee  that  retired  from  Peabody  Coal  Company.  He 
died  last  week,  suffering  from  Silicosis.  His  last  wish,  to  protect  his 
burial  and  sacred  sites  from  Peabody  destruction,  including  a site 
where  you  can  hear  thunder  through  the  hill.  This  is  a sacred  shrine 
used  by  many  of  my  people  and  is  yards  away  from  current  blasting 
activity. 

In  Dune  1998,  a Kiva  containing  28  Anasazi  burials  was  destroyed 
and  is  now  under  tons  of  dirt.  This  past  summer,  another  cemetery 
was  bulldozed  despite  numerous  pleas  from  my  people.  Many  human 
remains  were  taken  from  the  site  and  others  were  left  scattered  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  We  don't  even  know  what  happens  to  the 
remains  they  removed.  Next  to  the  bulldozed  area  is  a site  where  we 
make  offerings,  have  held  many  ceremonies,  including  fire  dances. 

In  the  summer  of  1998,  on  Glenna  Begay's  land,  Peabody  installed 
a sediment  pond  for  contaminated  runoff  a few  yards  away  from 
sacred  Sagebrush  spring  planted  there  by  Medicine  people.  This 
spring  contains  a year-round  drinking  water  resource.  Bitter  spring 
in  the  area,  containing  a source  of  water  for  our  animals  was 
bulldozed  and  Peabody  installed  a water  pump  there  for  the  slurry 
line,  and  a dam  to  flush  the  water  pipeline. 

Endangered  white  clay  deposits  (chi),  burial  sites,  talking  rocks, 
praying  shrines  and  rock  piles  used  by  Medicine  people,  special 
herb  gathering  sites,  rare  plants,  including  the  thunder  goes  down 
plant,  deer  corrals,  and  others  have  all  been  destroyed.  All  of  this 
was  done  without  our  consent. 


The  mining  activities  have  harmed  the  health  of  both  workers  and 


nearby  residents.  In  the  past  the  Mine  Safety  Health  Administration 
(MSHA)  has  shut  down  the  Reclamation  draglines  due  to  excessive 
dust.  In  one  instance.  Dragline  #1260  was  shut  down  for  "causing 
imminent  danger  to  the  miner  and  management  in  the  mine  property 
and  the  people  living  on  the  inside  of  the  property  of  the  mine.... 
causing  dust  in  the  air  that  obstructed  vision  and  smoke  and  dust 
from  the  fire  that  burn  their  eyes.... so  thick  that  the  dozer  being 
operated  in  the  area  would  die  out ...  causing  dust  that  made  the 
children  to  cough  at  night  and  the  inside  of  houses  to  be  covered 
with  a thick  layer  of  dust,  mine  workers  in  the  truck  shop  coughing. . . . 
causing  long  term  lung  problems  ...." 

At  last  month's  Union  Meeting,  Local  1924  at  the  Kayenta  mine  they 
told  us  that  117  retirees  from  the  mine  have  Silicosis  and  Black  Lung. 
They  said  they  don't  know  how  many  more  people  are  affected,  both 
among  retirees  and  mine  workers.  They  will  be  doing  extensive  testing 
this  month.  But  according  to  previous  breath  analyzer  tests  they  did 
on  me  and  other  mine  workers  their  analysis  revealed  that  almost 
everyone  has  health  problems. 

Of  great  concern  to  me,  is  that  in  addition  to  the  coal  miners, 
most  of  the  local  residents  living  in  the  mining  area  have  respiratory 
problems,  some  with  life  threatening  conditions.  The  fine  black 
dust  covers  our  clothes  when  we  hang  them  to  dry  on  the  clothes  line. 

It  forms  a film  on  the  counter  tops  inside  our  homes  and  gets  into  the 
barrels  we  use  to  store  our  drinking  water.  Also,  when  we  butcher  our 
livestock  to  eat  we  find  black  spots  on  their  organs. 

But  who  gets  the  money  generated  from  mining  royalties?  It  is  not 
the  local  residents,  including  my  family  which  does  not  get  one  penny. 
The  basic  problem  we  face  was  described  in  a decision  by  Administrative 
Law  Court  Judge  Judge  Ramon  Child,  U.S.  Dept,  of  the  Interior  Office 
of  Hearings  & Appeals,  March  11,  1996  in  Dineh  Alliance  v.  Office  of 
Surface  Mining  who  states:  "The  Navajo  Nation  with  head  offices  in 
Window  Rock,  Arizona,  near  the  New  Mexico  State  line,  shares  very 
little  of  the  $45,000,000  annual  royalty  from  the  mine,  or  benefit 
therefrom,  with  the  members  of  the  Navajo  Nation  who  reside  in  the 
proximity  of  the  mine.  Thus,  while  the  Navajo  Nation  benefits  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  mining,  the  unhappy  fact  is  that  its  members 
who  live  near  the  mine  suffer  from  the  effects  of  that  same  mining." 

What  I am  telling  you  is  difficult  for  me  to  do  since  my  livelihood 
depends  upon  the  continuation  of  the  mine.  However,  in  the  end, 

I must  consider  what  the  cost  is  to  Dineh  lives  and  our  environment 
resulting  from  Peabody's  mining  activities. 

Therefore  I wish  to  appeal  to  you  to  cancel  your  contract  with 
Southern  California  Edison,  owner/operator  of  the  Mohave  generating 
station.  I have  made  my  choice  even  though  it  is  highly  likely  that  by 
speaking  out  I will  be  targeted  at  work.  The  choice  you  must  make  is 
that  between  profit  and  respect  for  human  lives  and  the  environment 
in  the  world  of  competing  interests. 

'ahehee'.  Thank  you, 

A coal  miner 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
For  more  information  contact: 

Marsha  Monestersky 

email:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  and 

Co-Chair  of  the  NGO  Human  Rights  Caucus  at  the 

United  Nations  Commission  on  Sustainable  Development 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

Phone:  (520)  673-3461  or  (508)  540-8980 

Visit:  Big  Mountain  Dineh  Relocation  Resistance 

http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l. htm 


RE:  Black  Mesa  Projects/ISCO 


Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  17:46:28  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  <bigmnt@efn . org> 

Sub j : Greetings  from  ISCO! 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

From:  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  <bigmnt@efn . org> 

=o=  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  (aka  "ISCO")  =o= 

P 0 Box  11715  (541)  683-2789  Voice  Mail 

Eugene,  OR  97440  soon:  www.efn.org/~iscoweb 

isco@efn.org  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 

bigmnt@efn.org  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO 

lpsg@efn.org  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  of  Eugene 

ISCO  Solidarity  Networking  List 

Informal  bcc  list  of  occasional  ISCO  postings 
Weekly  ISCO  Bulletin*  ISCO  events,  project  updates,  letter  writing 

for  Oregonians  sent  by  bcc  once  weekly 
4C0L0RS  List  human  rights,  environmental  forwards  daily 

ISCO  listserv  for  people  in  the  northwest  US 
ISCO  is  a multicultural,  all-volunteer  grass  roots  non-profit  dedicated 
to  educating  and  raising  funds  for  indigenous  and  environmental  causes. 

We  are  individuals,  projects,  groups  and  committees  under  ISCO's  umbrella, 
and  plan  to  become  a 501  (c)3  organization.  ISCO  is  newly  formed  as  a 
non-profit  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  however,  we  want  to  network  extensively 
with  other  indigenous  environmental  justice  and  human  rights  groups. 

Currently  our  committees  include  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  supporting 
traditional  Dine'h  (Navajo)  families  resisting  forced  removal  and  coal 
strip  mining  in  northeastern  Arizona.  Also  our  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Group  of  Eugene  is  rallying  for  this  political  prisoners'  release  and 
well-being  while  educating  about  the  US  covert  war  against  the  First 
Nations,  political  activists  and  prisoners'  issues.  ISCO  is  getting 
involved  with  Oregon  Indians  and  is  becoming  a state-wide  coalition. 

Please  reply  for  more  information  and  to  tell  us  about  yourselves. 

Thanks  for  your  support  and  interest.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 
Beth  Newberry,  outreach  coordinator 
Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 

This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

BIGMTLIST  can  be  subscribed  to  through  Onelist  at  www.onelist.com. 

For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights  crisis  in  the 
United  States, 

visit  my  web  page  at  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : stopping  Forced  Evictions  in  Arizona"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  13:52:31  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  <bigmnt@efn . org> 

Sub j : "Manybeads"  and  Stopping  Forced  Evictions  in  Arizona! 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Reply  to:  bigmnt@efn.org  PO  Box  11715 

(541)  683-2789  Voice  Mail  Eugene,  OR  97440 

Bob,  I've  heard  from  Barbara  Potter,  who  used  to  work  in  the  Big  Mountain 
Legal  Defense/Offense  Office  (who  originally  filed  the  "Manybeads"  suit), 
who  has  been  in  contact  with  Bruce  Ellison  (see  her  words  following  mine). 

The  upcoming  hearing  in  San  Francisco  for  "Manybeads"  may  not  be  the  event 
people  are  thinking  it  is,  because  there  won't  be  opportunity  for  Dine'h 
Elders  to  testify  in  court.  It  will  probably  last  only  about  an  hour, 
where  Mr.  Ellison  can  argue  the  evidence  that  has  already  been  submitted 
to  court,  because  it  is  an  appeals  hearing.  Some  people  may  want  to  rally 
there  or  at  federal  courts  in  their  own  state  to  show  support  and  gain 


media  attention,  and  of  course  we  hope  to  gain  a victory  in  this  case. 

However,  groups  may  want  to  reconsider  whether  to  put  a lot  of  resources 
into  this  hearing  (as  of  yet  still  unscheduled)  since  we  know  how  much 
energy  it  takes  to  organize  and  raise  funds,  and  what  we  do  in  the  coming 
months  really  has  to  count.  The  Dine'h  who  have  not  signed  Accommodation 
Agreement  leases  who  also  have  not  relocated  still  face  court  ordered 
forced  evictions  in  US  District  Court  in  Phoenix,  before  the  Department  of 
Dustice  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  police  can  forcibly  remove  them. 

These  Dine'h  non-signers  need  financial  and  logistical  help,  since  each 
head  of  household  will  have  a separate  hearing  (also  unscheduled,  as  far 
as  I know) . Their  extended  families  will  want  to  come  with  them,  and 
there  is  no  way  to  know  how  long  the  hearings  will  take  or  if  there  will 
be  pretrial  motions  or  delays.  It  may  take  several  trips  to  Phoenix  (or 
beyond?)  for  them  to  finally  defeat  evictions  in  court.  Their  extended 
families  will  need  gas  funds,  food,  and  lodging  and  media  outreach. 

If  groups  want  more  info  how  to  help  Dine'h  non-signers  defeat  US  District 
court-ordered  evictions  in  Phoenix  (they  will  probably  happen  sometime 
this  winter)  or  want  to  talk  about  other  ideas  to  stop  forced  relocation, 
please  contact  us  by  e-mail,  snail  mail  or  call  us.  Thank  you. 

Beth  Newberry,  outreach  coordinator 
Black  Mesa  Projects/ 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 
/snip/ 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  16  Aug  1999  13:32:02  -0700 

From:  POTTER  Barbara  <barbara.potter@co.multnomah.or.us> 

To:  'Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon'  <isco@efn . org> 

Sub j : PDX  Cal:  8/22  "Yugoslavia:  NATO's  Peace  Plan  and  Aftermath  of 
the  Bombing"  7pm  Friends  Meeting  at  4312  SE  Stark  (fwd) 

Hi  Beth.  I just  talked  to  Bruce  and  there  has  been  no  date  set.  Plus,  it 
is  just  an  Appeal  in  SF  and  only  information  already  on  record  may  be 
argued.  So,  no  elder  testimony  and  such  as  I had  thought.  Take  care  and 
please  pass  on.  Thanks. 

/snip/ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 
may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 
http: //www. onelist . com/ subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theoff icenet . com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Caravan  Duly  23-25th"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  10:12:49  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  Caravan  Duly  23-25th,  1999 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

From:  "Doelle  Davis"  < joelledavis@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Mon,  16  Aug  1999  17:27:09  PDT 


Please  post: 
Hello  everyone 


On  Duly  23rd  Sol  Communications  lead  a caravan  of  8 people  and  3 vehicles 
from  LA  out  to  Big  Mountain.  The  people  of  the  caravan  were: 

Doelle  Davis  and  El  Eggart  of  Sol  Communications 
One  representative  of  "Walking  Shield",  a non-profit  organization  that 
donated  pallets  of  bottled  water,  brand  new  boots,  school  supplies,  games, 
food,  new  clothing,  a 1601b  bag  of  dog  food 
4 volunteers  that  work  with  "Walking  Shield" 

David  Adair,  who  drove  the  U-Haul 

The  following  were  donated  by  individuals  and  also  taken  up  in  the  U-Haul: 

2 filing  cabinets,  2 office  chairs,  one  bookshelf,  and  2 computer  desks 
(these  are  for  Marsha's  office  on  the  land),  and  more  food  and  clothing. 

The  purpose  of  this  trip  was  to  introduce  the  people  of  Walking  Shield  to 
the  Dineh  grandmothers/families  of  Big  Mountain  so  that  they  can  meet  the 
people  that  are  "living"  the  atrocities  known  as  the  "Genocide  of  Big 
Mountain","  and  to  take  donations  that  had  been  gathered  from  Walking  Shield 
and  others  to  the  people  of  Big  Mountain. 

Due  to  the  size  of  the  donations  it  was  necessary  to  rent  a 17  foot  U-Haul 
truck.  Thank  you,  Kimberly  King-Burns  for  donating  towards  the  cost  of  the 
U-Haul  truck  and  for  raising  the  rest  of  the  funds  we  needed  for  that  truck 
plus  a little  extra  in  only  5 days.  Thanks  also  to  Dotty  Taylor,  Elkanah 
Burns,  Sharon  King,  and  Karol  Black  for  donating  towards  the  U-Hual  truck. 
And  to  Sol  Communications,  Nancy  Butterfly,  Suzanne  Fletcher,  thank  you  for 
donating  money  towards  this  caravan.  This  caravan  would  not  have  happened 
without  your  contributions. 

Also,  a big  thanks  to  Wayne  Nelson,  who  loaned  me  his  "peach"  of  a 
customized-out  GMC  extended  cab,  open  bed,  dual  tired  truck,  complete  with  h 
personal  gas  card  to  cover  the  gas  for  his  vehicle  on  this  trip,  and  a 
hidden  stash  of  emergency  money  that  I found  out  about  after  we  returned. 
This  vehicle  was  needed  to  carry  the  excess  donations,  mostly  2x4' s for 
KeeZee's  corral,  and  so  that  David,  El  and  I could  ride  back  together  after 
David  dropped  off  the  U-Haul  truck  in  Flagstaff,  AZ. 

We  visited  five  families,  all  getting  drops  of  donations: 

KeeZee  and  Alice  Begay  (a  grandmother  and  grandfather.  He  has  a broken 
hip  and  a bad  heart) 

Catherine  Smith  (one  of  the  strongest  resisting  grandmothers-it  was  a 
real  honor  for  us  to  visit  her) 

Doan  Yellowhair 

Anna  and  Ella  Begay  (legends  in  their  own  right) 

Glenna  Begay  (another  strong  resisting  grandmother) 

Our  support  via  outreach  on  the  mountain  not  only  provides  physical 
necessities,  but  also  helps  keep  up  moral. 

You  should  have  seen  that  U-Haul  truck  going  all  over  the  Mesa-through 

washes,  ruts,  puddles  (it  had  rained  recently),  mud David,  you  were 

amazing.  Thank  you  so  much  for  plugging  right  along  and  keeping  a smile  on 
your  face. 

The  looks  on  people's  faces  as  they  drove  down  the  Mesa,  seeing  this 
U-Haul  truck  go  by.... I'll  never  forget  it. 

Anyway,  the  trip  was  a success,  we  accomplished  everything  we  set  out  to 
do,  and  we  got  6 new  people  up  to  the  Mountain,  so  that  their  hearts  could 
be  personally  touched  by  the  grandmothers  and  grandfathers,  the  families 
that  are  literally  putting  their  lives  on  the  line  to  stay  on  their  sacred 
land . 

Until  the  next  caravan, 

Doelle  of  Sol  Communications 

"RE : Stillaguamish  Disenrollment"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Aug  1999  00:05:21  EDT 
From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 
Sub j : posted  on  NativeWeb 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity . sfsu.edu) 


CIVIL  RIGHTS  GONE  AWRY  ON  TRIBAL  LANDS 

Date  Posted:  08-05-1999  21:48 

From:  T Oxstien,  (E-Mail  tmw27@hotmail.com) 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  STILLAGUAMISH  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS 

I am  Thomas  Oxstien.  I am  seventy-four  years  old.  I am  a Stillaguamish 
Indian . 

I have  been  a Stillaguamish  Indian  for  as  long  as  I can  remember.  I was 
a Stillaguamish  Indian  before  any  of  you  were  alive. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  before  the  Tribe  was  recognized  and  you 
made  your  rules  to  decide  who  was  Stillaguamish.  We  used  to  just  know. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  I went  to  school  with  Luellyn  and 
Katherine  Goodridge. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  I was  called  a half-breed  in  school 
and  in  the  Community. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  I joined  the  Army  Air  Corps  during 
WWII. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  I became  an  armor  gunner  and  flew 
fifty  bombing  missions  over  Germany  to  help  save  American  Freedom  and 
our  right  to  be  a Tribe. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  they  refused  to  serve  me,  because  I 
was  an  Indian,  in  bars  after  I returned  from  the  War. 

Ester  Ross  considered  me  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  she  stopped  to 
visit  me  in  San  Francisco  while  she  was  fighting  for  Tribal  recognition. 
She  considered  me  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  I visited  in  her  home. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  our  council  enrolled  my  descendants 
and  me  so  the  Tribe  could  get  larger  grants  and  programs. 

I was  a Stillaguamish  Indian  when  the  Tribe  asked  me  to  help  dedicate 
our  new  community  center. 

This  council  now  believes  they  have  the  right  to  decide  who  I am,  to 
invalidate  my  life. 

Who  on  this  council  has  been  called  a half-breed  in  School? 

Who  on  this  council  has  been  "legally"  discriminated  against  because 
they  are  Indian? 

Who  on  this  council  was  alive  when  Indians  were  still  considered  less 
than  full  citizens? 

Who  on  this  council  has  risked  their  life  in  war  so  that  we  may  now 
survive  with  freedom  to  be  a tribe? 

I do  not  believe  that  you  have  the  "Indian  Right"  or  the  "Spiritual 
Right"  to  deny  that  I am  a Stillaguamish  Indian. 

Whatever  you  may  decide,  by  the  Great  Spirit  and  the  beliefs  of  our 
ancestors  I and  my  descendants  are  and  always  will  be  a proud  family  of 
Stillaguamish  Indians> 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  FREEDOM  LOVING  PEOPLE  EVERYWHERE  FROM  THE  OXSTIEN 
FAMILY 

When  in  the  course  of  Tribal  events  it  becomes  necessary  for  one  family 
to  fight  the  political  tyranny  of  another  who  are  in  power,  not  because 
of  ability,  or  desire  to  serve  the  common  good,  but  because  of  family 
size,  intimidation,  and  lies,  it  is  fitting  and  proper  that  they  declare 
before  the  Great  Spirit,  their  oppressors,  their  fellow  Tribal  members 
and  the  world  as  a whole  their  grievances  and  the  reasons  for  the 
actions  they  are  about  to  take. 

That  these  actions  may  tear  at  the  very  fabric  of  the  Tribe  sorrows  us, 
but  a confirmed  conviction  of  honor  and  right  demands  that  we  go  this 
course,  as  have  freedom  loving  people  in  many  parts  of  the  World.  It  is 
the  side  of  right  and  justice  loving  people  everywhere  that  we  are 
fighting  on. 

Many  statements  and  charges  will  be  made  in  this  document.  We  ask  and 
demand  that  all  interested  parties  review  them  for  accuracy  and  honesty. 
We  will  provide  documentation  to  any  with  true  concern  or  interest  in 
this  situation. 

This  is  the  story  of  one  family's  plight  that  is  retold  in  countless 
venues  in  many  areas  of  the  world.  It  is  the  denial  of  due  process  of 


law.  It  is  the  denial  without  redress,  of  the  basic  human  need  and  right 
to  be  safe  and  secure  in  their  homes,  at  their  jobs,  and  in  their 
community  from  discrimination,  lies,  slander,  and  dishonesty. 

Please  read  the  following  and  decide  whether  what  has,  and  is  happening 
in  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  of  Indians  is  something  that  should  be 
allowed  to  happen  anywhere,  much  less  in  the  United  States.  The  U.S. 
Government  fights  in  foreign  lands  to  ensure  basic  human  rights,  but  is 
strangely  quiet  on  the  denial  of  human  rights  by  Indian  Tribes  within 
the  United  States. 

The  following  pages  state  some  of  the  specific  charges  and  actions  to  be 
taken  to  combat  this  infringement  on  the  Oxstien  Family's  Civil  Rights. 
After  that  is  a description  of  the  actions  that  have  led  us  as  a Family 
to  take  these  steps. 

CC:  BIA,  Tribal  Court;  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  ACLU;  Senator  Slade 
Gordon;  Representative  lack  Metcalf;  Seattle  Times;  Everett  Flerald; 
Internet  Flome  Page 

Charges : 

1.  The  Stillaguamish  has  either  a)  fraudulently  enrolled  Tribal  members 
in  an  attempt  to  secure  additional  and  larger  federal  grants  or,  b)  it 
is  fraudulently  attempting  to  disenroll  an  entire  family  for  political 
reasons . 

2.  The  current  Chairperson  (Edward  Goodridge  Sr.)  is  spending  most  of 
his  working  day  for  which  he  is  being  paid  as  Fisheries  Manager  in 
duties  involving  his  duties  as  Chairperson  or  enrollment  clerk.  This 
despite  the  fact  that  the  Stillaguamish  Tribal  Constitution  forbids  the 
Board  from  being  paid  unless  voted  on  at  a General  Council.  A more 
troubling  aspect  of  this  to  non-tribal  individuals  may  be  whether  this 
is  an  appropriate  use  of  taxpayers  dollars. 

3.  The  Chairperson  used  Tribal  time  to  file  spurious  personal 
restraining  orders  in  State  Court  against  a member  of  the  Oxstien  Family 
and  used  this  as  a reason  for  removing  her  from  the  Flousing  Board  of 
Commissioners  (the  order  was  quashed  as  without  merit  a couple  of  days 
later) . 

4.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  (specifically  Edward  Goodridge  Hr., 
and  Marlice  Delys)  have  made  false  and  slanderous  accusations  against  a 
member  of  the  Oxstien  family  involving  child  molestation  and  have  passed 
resolutions  superseding  federal  laws  in  regards  to  these  lies.  They  then 
claim  Sovereign  Immunity  not  only  for  the  Tribe  but  themselves 
individually. 

5.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have  threatened  jobs  of  Tribal 
employees  if  they  stand  up  and  tell  the  truth  regarding  actions  they 
have  taken  against  the  Oxstien  Family. 

6.  The  Board  of  Directors  has  fired  two  executive  directors  in  the  last 
year  and  is  on  record  of  not  planning  to  hire  another  one.  This  puts 
some  of  them,  (e.g.  Edward  Goodridge  Sr.),  in  the  conflict-laden 
position  of  managing  their  own  grants. 

7.  The  Board  of  Directors  has  had  negotiations  with  a local  business 
regarding  having  the  business  give  the  Tribe  some  land,  then  having  the 
Tribe  put  the  land  in  trust.  The  Tribe  would  then  lease  the  land  back. 

This  is  not  legal  as  no  land  may  be  put  in  trust  with  encumbrances,  even 
if  they  are  not  in  writing. 

8.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and/or  their  families  have 
encouraged  Tribal  members  to  file  spurious  restraining  orders  against 
the  Oxstien  Family.  There  are  serious  questions  about  where  these  Tribal 
Members  who  are  very  poor  came  up  with  the  money  to  file  these 
restraining  orders. 

9.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have  fostered  a climate  of 
hostility  against  the  Oxstien  Family. 

10.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  acting  in  their  dual  capacities  as 
executive  director  and  Board  Members  have  made  adverse  job  decisions 
against  members  of  the  Oxstien  Family  without  due  process. 

11.  Decisions  by  Board  Members  have  stopped  Oxstien  Family  Members  from 
using  the  Food  Bank,  even  though  they  are  eligible  and  the  funds  do  not 


come  from  the  Tribe. 

12.  There  are  many  other  instances  of  alleged  questionable  and  possibly 
illegal  activities  being  taken  by  Board  of  Director  Members,  these 
include  threatening  their  own  Families  with  disenrollment  if  they  did 
not  vote  for  them.  Bribing  Tribal  members  to  secure  signatures  on 
petitions,  threatening  Tribal  members  housing  or  freedom  to  get  them 
retract  statements  or  take  actions.  There  are  probably  many  others  that 
will  come  to  light  with  a full  investigation. 

Desired  Actions: 

1.  A full  investigation  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  into  the  actions 
of  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe's  Board  of  Directors.  If  the  BIA  finds 
situations  that  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  of  Indians  Board  of  Directors 
does  not  correct  it  is  urged  to  take  whatever  steps  is  within  its 
authority  (although  it  is  painful  to  say  up  to  and  including 
termination)  to  ensure  that  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  of  Indians  follows 
its  own  constitution  and  ensures  due  process  and  justice  to  all  Tribal 
and  Community  members. 

2.  A review  by  Congress  regarding  the  blatant  wrong  of  creating  the 
Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  and  then  not  creating  any  mechanism  by  which  it 
can  be  enforced.  A Federal  Court  (the  Ninth  Court  of  Appeals)  in  Wells  v 
Philbrick(1980) , stated  "the  effect,  after  Santa  Clara  Pueblo,  of  the 
ICRA  is  to  create  rights  while  withholding  any  meaningful  remedies  for 
them... but  it  is  for  Congress,  not  the  courts,  to  resolve  this  state  of 
affairs.  It  is  1999  and  Congress  still  has  not  acted  meaningfully  on 
this.  If  Congress  is  unwilling  to  create  meaningful  protection  for 
Tribal  Members  under  the  ICRA  then  it  is  urged  to  at  least  set  up  a 
system  to  use  its  plenary  powers  over  Indian  Tribes  to  insure  basic 
Constitutional  Rights  that  are  supposed  to  be  the  right  of  all 
Americans . 

3.  An  investigation  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  all  grants 
received  by  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  of  Indians. 

4.  We  encourage  all  freedom  loving  people  to  get  involved.  We  are  a 
Family  without  a great  deal  of  resources  and  fighting  a dictatorial 
Board  of  Directors  is  expensive.  Anyone  who  has  ever  had  to  fight  the 
Government  or  "City  Hall"  will  understand  this.  We  encourage  anyone  who 
knows  of  sources  that  may  help  us  to  contact  us.  We  have  not  only  been 
fighting  for  identity  with  the  Tribe  but  have  been  fighting  the  BIA  to 
get  information  and  the  secretive  world  of  adoption  (especially  circa 
1930)  to  get  an  honest  story.  (E-Mail  tmw27@hotmail.com) 

5.  We  also  intend  to  pursue  many  other  avenues  on  our  own,  from  suing 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  private  discrimination  as  individuals  in 
Federal  Court  as  we  do  not  believe  their  actions  are  protected  by  sovereign 
immunity.  Per  Harlow  v Fitzgerald  and  Mitchell  v Forsyth  public  officials 
only  have  immunity  when  acting  in  good  faith. 

BACKGROUND 

This  situation  started  as  political  adventurism  by  those  who  wished  to 
keep  and  maintain  power  by  any  means  necessary.  It  has  devolved  into  a 
fight  for  one  family  to  maintain  its  very  identity.  The  story  will  be 
told  as  briefly  as  it  can  be.  The  story  started  with  the  enrollment  of 
Thomas  H.  Oxstien  and  his  decedents  into  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  of 
Indians.  Thomas  H.  Oxstien  was  abandoned  when  he  was  a young  boy  of  five 
in  1930.  He  was  adopted  by  Thomas  A.  and  Nellie  Oxstien.  Thomas  A. 

Oxstien  was  a Stillaguamish  Indian.  The  Stillaguamish  Board  of  Directors 
knew  of  this  adoption  when  family  members  were  enrolled  in  the  Tribe. 

Thomas  H.  Oxstien  even  stated  he  was  adopted  on  his  application  form. 

Recently  action  was  taken  by  the  Stillaguamish  Enrollment  committee  to 
disenroll  all  members  of  the  Oxstien  Family.  Edward  Goodridge  Sr.  and 
Marlice  Delys  started  this  action.  It  was  started  shortly  after  several 
members  of  the  Oxstien  family  had  declared  their  intention  to  run  for 
the  Tribal  Board  of  Directors,  and  that  they  would  not  support  Edward 
Goodridge  Sr.  in  his  attempt  to  regain  the  position  of  Chairman.  They 
took  this  action  despite  the  fact  that  Edward  knew  all  along  of  Thomas 
H.  Oxstien' s adoption  and  had  recently  issued  all  family  members  new 


Tribal  I.D.  cards.  He  had  discussed  the  adoption  with  members  of  the 
Oxstien  Family  and  had  told  them  that  his  Aunt  on  her  Deathbed  had  made 
him  swear  to  bring  the  Oxstien  family  back  into  the  Tribe  because  they 
were  "Family".  He  later  affirmed  saying  this  in  sworn  testimony  during  a 
disenrollment  hearing. 

That  disenrollment  hearing  was  conducted  by  the  Stillaguamish  Board  of 
Directors.  Three  members  of  the  Enrollment  committee  were  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  (one  of  them,  Marlice  Delys  had  been  drunk  downtown  prior 
to  the  hearing  bragging  to  all  who  would  listen  how  they  were  kicking  an 
entire  family  out  of  the  Tribe).  Other  members  included  Marlice  Dely's 
daughter  Kelley  Baker,  and  Edward  Goodridge's  nephew  Shawn  Yanity.  Also 
one  member  of  the  Oxstien  Family,  Richard  Oxstien.  Only  after  a 
restraining  order  by  the  Tribal  Court  did  members  of  the  Board  admit 
that  the  burden  of  proof  during  disenrollment  proceedings  was  on  the 
Tribe  and  that  it  had  to  be  by  clear  and  convincing  evidence.  As  the 
same  people  who  started  this  action  and  their  families  were  the  majority 
of  the  Board  the  decision  was  a forgone  conclusion,  this  despite  the 
fact  there  were  tears  in  many  eyes  when  Thomas  H.  Oxstiens  statement  was 
read  (copy  included).  However  when  the  Board  first  stated  their  findings 
they  stated  that  the  Oxstiens  had  not  proven  that  they  were  of 
Stillaguamish  descent,  again  switching  the  burden  of  proof.  It  was  only 
after  the  Tribal  Court  Dudge  that  was  present  told  them  again  that  the 
burden  of  proof  was  on  the  Tribe  did  they  talk  and  change  their 
statement  to  indicate  that  they  had  proven  that  the  Oxstiens  were  not  of 
Stillaguamish  decent.  This  decision  is  still  in  appeal  and  will  not  be 
effective  until  all  appeals  are  complete,  if  unsuccessful.  Throughout 
his  youth  Thomas  Oxstien,  the  boy,  was  often  referred  to  as  the  bastard  son 
of  his  Uncle  Andrew  Oxstien.  Thomas  H.  Oxstien  was  born  shortly  before 
Andrew  was  killed  and  was  adopted  after  his  death.  This  is  what  the 
Oxstien  family  believes  as  did  many  tribal  members  at  the  time.  Andrew 
Oxstien  never  married  but  according  to  Tribal  records  had  one  son,  and 
according  to  the  sworn  testimony  of  the  current  Tribal  chairman,  Edward 
Goodridge  Sr.,  had  a second.  There  is  no  record  of  what  happened  to 
these  children.  No  names,  no  record  of  any  kind.  Edward  Goodridge  Sr. 
swore  under  oath  that  he  had  met  Andrews's  son,  but  then  he  could  not 
remember  where  or  when  or  what  his  name  was.  This  was  shortly  after  he 
swore  under  oath  that  everyone  who  could  be  a tribal  member  was  listed 
in  the  Tribal  records.  The  only  evidence  that  was  presented  to  prove 
that  Thomas  H.  Oxstien  was  not  of  Stillaguamish  decent  was  a birth 
certificate  of  a Floyd  Taylor.  This  listed  the  birth  parents  as  Helen 
lone  and  Herbert  Floyd  Taylor  (it  was  an  at-home-birth  with  no  physician 
in  attendance) . The  only  item  attaching  that  birth  certificate  to  Thomas 
H.  Oxstien  is  an  alleged  affidavit  by  Nellie  Oxstien  signed  in  1941  as 
the  foster  mother  of  Thomas  H.  Oxstien  (the  Oxstiens  legally  adopted 
Thomas  in  1931).  Even  a casual  observer  of  Nellie  Oxstien ' s signature  on 
Thomas  H.  Oxstien's  adoption  papers,  which  she  signed  in  court  and  the 
signature  on  the  affidavit  can  tell  that  there  is  no  comparison  between 
the  signatures. 

Newspaper  articles  (copies  available)  regarding  Thomas  H.  Oxstiens 
abandonment  in  1930  with  two  younger  children  state  that  a Hazel  Taylor 
abandoned  them.  However,  no  record  of  this  woman  existed  at  the  place 
she  was  supposed  to  have  worked  with  the  person  she  left  the  children 
with.  According  to  the  article  she  just  disappeared  and  was  never  heard 
of  again.  Speculation  at  the  time  was  that  the  children  might  have  been 
kidnapped  and  then  abandoned  after  the  kidnappers  became  frightened.  The 
Washington  Childrens  Home  Society  thru  where  the  children  were  adopted 
has  indicated  that  there  was  never  any  contact  with  the  birth  parents  of 
these  children. 

The  Oxstien  family  has  since  the  disenrollment  action  brought  by  the 
Tribe  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  Tribe.  A recent  Tribal  Court  ruling 
stated  that  under  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  V Martinez  and  the  fact  that  the 
tribe  has  no  civil  code,  that  the  Tribe  cannot  be  sued  due  to  sovereign 
immunity.  The  fact  that  the  Stillaguamish  Constitution  states  that  the 
Court  has  complete  discretion  in  all  Criminal  and  Civil  matters  (no 
clause  creates  an  exception  because  of  sovereign  immunity)  and  that  it 


specifically  directs  the  Board  of  Directors  to  establish  a Civil  Code 
along  with  its  Law  & Order  Codes  seems  to  have  been  ignored  by  the 
Court.  We  believe  that  legally  each  situation  regarding  sovereign 
immunity  re  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  V Martinez  must  be  interpreted  according 
to  every  tribe's  individual  constitution  as  it  is  the  law.  Some  Tribal 
Courts  have  taken  this  view.  Most  others  including  the  Tribal  Court 
contracted  by  the  Stillaguamish  Tribe  are  unwilling  or  afraid  to  make 
waves  regarding  the  Tribes  that  pay  them. 

This  is  the  background  that  has  lead  up  to  the  current  situation  of  a 
governing  body  run  amok.  Since  the  Tribal  Court  ruled  as  it  did  the 
Board  of  Directors  has  intensified  its  discrimination  against  the 
Oxstien  family  and  feels  that  not  only  the  Tribe  but  also  as  individuals 
have  sovereign  immunity  for  whatever  actions  they  may  take. 
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"RE : Colville  Tribes  Public  Defender's  Office"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  11:59:11  -0700 

From:  "Frank  LaFountaine"  <lafountaine@justicemail . com> 

Sub  j : RE:  public  defender  to  handle  only  25  cases  per  year... 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I am  an  Associate  Judge  with  the  Colville  Tribal  Court. 

For  the  record,  the  Colville  Confederated  Tribes  has  a Public  Defender's 
Office, funded  by  the  Tribe.  The  Office  represents  criminal  defendants  in 
the  Colville  Tribal  Court,  who  cannot  afford  an  attorney.  Defendants  are 
required  to  make  a motion  with  the  Court  to  have  the  Public  Defender's 
Office  represent  them.  If  the  Public  Defender's  Office  has  a conflict  of 
interest,  then  an  outside  attorney  is  appointed  by  the  Court  to  represent 
the  defendant. 

Presently  the  Public  Defender's  Office  is  staffed  by  two  attorneys,  one 
para-legal,  and  one  legal  office  assistant.  In  the  recent  past,  the 
Public  Defender's  Office  tried  to  hire  an  investigator  for  their  office, 
but  the  tribal  funding  fell  through. 

The  Colville  Tribal  Court  has  over  500  criminal  cases  filed  per  year 
where  a defendant  can  receive  jail  time. 

Generally  the  Tribal  Public  Defender's  Office  represents  defendants  both 
at  the  trial  level  and  at  the  appellate  level.  However,  I assume  that 
where  there  was  a claim  of  ineffective  counsel  at  the  trial  level  that  an 
outside  attorney  would  be  appointed  for  the  indigent  defendant-appellant 
by  the  Colville  Tribal  Court.  I believe  that  this  has  happened  once  within 
the  last  few  years  in  the  Colville  Tribal  Court. 

Of  course,  the  Tribe's  Public  Defenders  are  well  trained  and  experienced 
Most  cases  cases  are  disposed  of  by  plea  bargains  as  the  Tribal 
Prosecutors,  who  are  also  attorneys,  appear  to  be  reluctant  to  go  to  trial 
Of  course,  the  Public  Defenders  always  request  jury  trials. 

As  a past  Tribal  Public  Defender  and  a past  Tribal  Prosecutor  (not  at 
the  same  time),  I miss  jury  trials  in  the  tribal  court.  When  I was  a 
Public  Defender  or  a Tribal  Prosecutor  I tried  numerous  jury  trials. 

Frank  LaFountaine 

"RE;  New  Cherokee  Chief's  First  Week"  
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New  Cherokee  chief's  first  week 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
8/22/99 

Chad  Smith  said  his  first  step  was  "to  open  the  door  to  communication." 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Chad  Smith  arrived  at  his  office  before  8 a.m.  last  Monday 
and  immediately  sent  a letter  to  Washington,  D.C.,  and  then  worked  into  the 
night,  meeting  with  top-level  employees,  city  officials  and  council 
members . 

It  was  the  start  of  a whirlwind  schedule  in  the  first  week  of  Smith's  new 
role  as  the  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  America's  second  largest  Indian 
tribe  behind  the  Navajo  Nation. 

The  tight  schedule  continued  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  On  Tuesday  he  held 
at  least  six  meetings  with  groups  of  200  employees  each  throughout  the  day. 

On  Wednesday,  he  took  the  get-acquainted  sessions  to  tribal  employment 
centers  at  Stilwell,  Sallisaw  and  lay. 

The  meetings,  the  48-year-old  chief  said,  were  held  "to  open  the  door 
to  communication,"  to  hear  from  employees  and  give  some  insight  into  his 
philosophy  of  how  the  Cherokee  Nation  should  be  managed. 

Smith  on  Thursday  was  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Tulsa  to  drop  the 
Cherokee  Nation's  challenge  of  a federal  judge's  1996  ruling  that 
recognized  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Eastern  Oklahoma  as  a separate  nation. 

The  Cherokees  and  Delawares  will  appoint  delegates  to  resolve  issues 
linked  to  the  case. 

Smith  this  week  has  tried  to  calm  the  waters  in  the  strife-torn  tribe 
by  declaring  that  there  might  be  job  evaluations,  but  no  firings  are 
anticipated  at  this  time. 

"We  have  a very  positive  attitude  among  the  employees,"  Smith  said. 

"Everybody  wants  to  get  back  to  the  business  of  serving  the  Cherokee 
people."  Smith  also  made  some  quick  personnel  changes. 

However,  it  was  learned  Friday  that  Smith  on  Tuesday  had  dismissed  the 
administrative  officer  of  the  tribe's  marshal  service  and  five  marshals 
because  of  a lack  of  funds. 

Smith  indicated  they  would  be  able  to  apply  for  other  positions  with  the 
tribe . 

Three  department  heads  have  also  tendered  their  resignations  in  recent 
weeks . 

Smith  also  has  taken  time  out  of  his  schedule  at  the  tribal  complex  to 
meet  with  Tahlequah  Mayor  Derry  Cook  and  key  members  of  the  local  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

On  Friday,  Smith  went  to  a retreat  of  the  tribal  council  at  the 
Shangri-La  Resort  near  Afton  on  Grand  Lake. 

The  chief  went  to  the  council  retreat,  a spokesman  said,  to  touch  base 
with  the  legislative  body  and  to  discuss  programs,  the  budget  and  other 
issues . 

His  introduction  as  the  head  of  America's  second-largest  Indian  tribe  has 
been  marked  by  numerous  phone  calls  and  letters  of  congratulations  from 
across  the  country. 

"Our  ministry  is  eager  and  stands  ready  to  serve  you  and  our  Nation  in 
any  way  we  can,"  Tulsa  evangelist  Kenneth  Copeland  said  in  a letter  to 
Smith . 

"Take  it  slow  and  certain,  and  you  will  get  done  what  you  need  to  get 
done,"  wrote  Linda  Welch,  academic  assistant  at  Dartmouth  College  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  Smith  has  taught  Native  American  history  classes. 

"People  are  welcoming  change  and  are  hopeful.  That's  good  news  for  me 
and  the  Cherokee  people, " Smith  said  of  the  many  pieces  of  mail  coming 
into  his  office. 

The  first  item  on  Smith's  agenda  Monday  was  the  signing  of  a letter  to 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  requesting  that  law  enforcement 
responsibilities  in  the  tribe  be  returned  to  Cherokee  Nation  law 
enforcement  officers. 

It  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  since  former 


Chief  Doe  Byrd  fired  the  tribe's  marshal  service  over  two  years  ago. 

A Monday  evening  council  agenda  was  routine.  Funding  was  approved  for  the 
purchase  of  eyeglasses  and  denture  work,  and  for  $70,000  to  cover  costs  of 
this  year's  tribal  elections. 

Spending  also  was  approved  for  a federal  food  distribution  program.  Pell 
scholarships  and  vocational  education. 

The  tribal  council  under  the  former  administration  was  split  8-6  in 
Byrd's  favor,  with  one  member  holding  a neutral  position. 

The  split  resulted  in  several  canceled  council  meetings  because  of  a lack 
of  a quorum. 

Dorothy  McIntosh,  one  of  the  new  council  members,  said  she  believes  the 
days  of  legislative  infighting  at  the  tribe  are  at  an  end. 

"It's  a new  day,  and  we  are  equal  to  it,"  said  McIntosh,  an  Ochelata 
resident  who  represents  the  Tulsa  district. 

Smith  said  his  first  days  on  the  job  have  been  long  but  smooth,  and  went 
a long  way  toward  returning  unity  to  the  tribe,  which  was  split  between 
pro-  and  anti-Byrd  factions  before  Smith  defeated  Byrd  to  become  chief. 

Smith  said  a certified  public  accountant  has  been  hired  to  report  on  the 
tribe's  finances,  which  were  at  dispute  in  his  campaign  against  Byrd.  Smith 
said  there  appeared  to  be  shortages  in  the  millions  of  dollars,  but  Byrd 
said  the  tribe's  financial  condition  is  good. 

The  CPA's  initial  report.  Smith  said,  is  expected  this  week. 

The  tribe  has  an  annual  budget  of  more  than  $140  million,  most  of  it  in 
federal  funds. 

Smith,  a Sapulpa  attorney,  has  moved  into  an  apartment  in  Tahlequah  and 
says  finding  a house  here  for  his  family  is  the  top  item  on  his  personal 
agenda . 

His  wife,  a deputy  clerk  in  federal  bankruptcy  court  in  Tulsa,  and  two 
children,  ages  6 and  12,  still  reside  in  Sapulpa.  A 19-year-  old  son  lives 
in  Tahlequah,  where  he  is  a Northeastern  State  University  student. 
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Bingo  hall  introduces  tournament  blackjack 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
8/22/99 

With  live  dealers,  chips,  cards  and  gaming  tables  typical  of  Las  Vegas, 
Tulsa's  Creek  Nation  Bingo  took  on  more  of  a casino  look  Saturday  with  the 
introduction  of  the  bingo  version  of  blackjack. 

The  hall  on  Saturday  evening  showed  the  game  to  members  of  the  news  media, 
assuring  them  that  it  was  aboveboard  and  meets  state  and  federal 
regulations . 

Class  III  gaming,  under  which  Las  Vegas-type  blackjack  falls,  is  illegal 
in  Oklahoma,  which  permits  bingo  under  a Class  II  designation. 

The  blackjack  being  introduced  in  Tulsa  follows  the  legal  Class  II 
description.  Creek  Nation  officials  said,  because  the  players  are  betting 
against  other  players  and  not  the  dealer. 

The  game,  said  hall  General  Manager  Glen  Coleman,  is  a tournament  in  which 
players  at  a table  play  against  each  other. 

"A  recent  decision  on  the  categorization  and  legality  of  certain 
tournament-style  card  games  by  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  paves 
the  way  for  tournament  blackjack,"  said  Allen  Wallach,  a spokesman  for  the 
bingo  hall. 

The  introduction  of  tournament  blackjack  marked  another  first  for  Tulsa 
Creek  Nation  Bingo.  Fifteen  years  ago  it  became  the  first  bingo  operation  in 
Oklahoma . 


Attendance  at  the  south  Tulsa  hall  is  estimated  at  500,000  a year,  Coleman 
said . 

The  hall's  patrons  primarily  play  bingo  on  paper  and  computerized  machines, 
but  a large  number  try  their  luck  in  the  building's  back  room  where 
faster-paced  versions  of  bingo  are  played  on  individual  machines. 

Coleman  said  consumer  demand  surveys  "revealed  positive  feedback"  on  the 
viability  of  the  tournament  blackjack  game. 

Coleman  noted  that  thousands  of  Oklahomans  weekly  drive  or  fly  to  Las 
Vegas  or  Mississippi,  where  casino  games  are  offered. 

Creek  Nation  surveys,  he  said,  show  that  casino  gaming,  including 
blackjack,  is  "one  of  the  top  three  entertainment  options  of  our  current 
bingo  player  base." 

The  game  features  "all  the  fun  and  live-action  entertainment  as  Las  Vegas 
blackjack"  with  a few  twists,  Coleman  said. 

Instead  of  playing  against  the  dealer,  tournament  blackjack  players  vie 
for  cash  prizes  against  other  players  in  a 10-set  tournament  format.  After 
10  hands  are  dealt,  the  players  with  the  most  "winnings"  are  awarded  cash 
prizes  for  first  and  second  place,  Coleman  said. 

Creek  Nation  Bingo  pays  out  more  than  $1  million  in  cash  and  prizes  each 
month . 

The  tournament  game  is  played  on  the  standard  seven-seat  blackjack  layout. 
Coleman  said  procedures  are  in  place  to  limit  how  much  a player  can  risk 
over  a specific  amount  of  time. 

On  average,  Coleman  said.  Creek  Nation  Bingo  pays  out  more  than  $1  million 
in  cash  and  prizes  each  month.  It  also  generates  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  in  revenue  for  the  Creek  Nation  to  fund  health,  education  and 
employment  programs,  and  other  services. 
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Gerry  Phelan:  A meeting  has  been  arranged  for  next  month  to  try  and 
deal  with  the  problem  of  solvent  abuse  in  the  Innu  community  of 
Sheshatshiu.  Band  Council  Chief,  Paul  Rich,  says  the  community  is 
very  concerned  about  the  rise  in  solvent  abuse  among  young  people 
since  two  suicides  late  last  month.  Rich  says  the  community  needs 
more  resources  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Paul  Rich:  We  put  up  barricades  and  we  did  the  best  we  can  with  the 
limited  resources  that  we  had.  But  there  are  a lot  more  kids 
sniffing  gas  now  after  we  took  the  barricade  down.  But  we  took  the 
barricade  down  because  we  said  as  the  Band  Council  and  the  Innu 
Nation  that  we  can  only  do  so  much  because  of  limited  resources  and 
you  know  we  need  help  from  the  governments,  the  province  and  the 
federal  governments. 

Gerry  Phelan:  Rich  says  a meeting  is  planned  September  13th  with 
various  stakeholders  to  discuss  possible  long-term  solutions. 

Paul  Rich:  We've  got  Health  Canada  coming  in,  we've  got  the  Solicitor 
General  coming  in,  we've  got  the  HRDC  coming  in,  Justice  Department, 
we  have  all  these  program  directors  coming  in  and  different 
government  officials  where  hopefully  they  will  come  up  with  some 
answers  to  our  problems. 
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How  ironic  that  a county  named  after  a famous  Seminole  Warrior  Osceola 
doesn't  want  the  Seminole  Tribe  in  their  county. 


Osceola:  Don't  bet  on  casino  coming  here 
Tyler  Gray 

of  The  Sentinel  Staff 

Published  in  The  Orlando  Sentinel  on  August  18,  1999. 

KISSIMMEE  --  The  Seminole  Tribe  has  applied  for  a gaming  license  in 
Florida,  which  has  Osceola  County  leaders  concerned  and  ready  to 
fight. 

Osceola  County  Chairman  Chuck  Dunnick,  County  Attorney  3o  Thacker  and 
consultant  Dick  Batchelor  have  teamed  up  with  the  governor  and 
attorney  general  to  head  off  a Las  Vegas-style  casino  on  land  near 
Kissimmee. 

"We're  not  going  to  have  near  the  swing  of  the  governor,"  Dunnick 
said.  "But  I think  showing  them  that  there  is  a local-based  opposition 
to  anybody  thwarting  the  rights  of  the  state  or  local  governments  -- 
and  basically  just  flaunting  that  in  their  face  --  is  the  issue  we're 
going  to  keep  in  the  forefront." 

Gaming  applications  by  the  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  tribes  do  not 
mention  Osceola.  But  county  leaders  say  the  Seminoles  have  identified 
the  county  as  a possible  site  for  a gaming  operation  during 
negotiations  with  Gov.  Deb  Bush. 

In  April,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  released  federal  rules  that 
could  open  the  door  for  Native  American  casinos  in  Florida. 

Attorney  General  Bob  Butterworth  sued  to  block  the  rules,  and  the 
issue  of  gaming  has  since  set  off  a power  struggle  between  state  and 
federal  governments. 

Bush  and  Butterworth  have  released  a response  to  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida's  gaming  application,  citing  court  cases  and  other  evidence 
why  casino  gambling  would  undermine  the  will  of  Floridians. 

Voters  have  rejected  gambling  in  three  statewide  ballot  questions 
since  1978. 

Thacker  says  the  county  should  have  its  own  response  to  the 
application  ready  soon. 

"We're  going  to  focus  more  on  what  our  fight  would  be,"  she  said. 

Osceola  leaders  say  they  will  call  upon  residents  to  voice  their 
opinions  loudly.  County  voters  passed  a charter  amendment  banning 
gambling  in  1994. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  has  been  negotiating  to  buy  3,000  acres  between 
Neptune  Road  and  Florida's  Turnpike. 

Before  gaming  applications  were  filed,  an  attorney  for  the  Seminoles 
based  in  South  Florida  said  the  tribe  was  planning  a theme  park  on  the 
property.  He  did  not  return  phone  calls  Tuesday. 

Osceola  County  has  hired  Orlando-based  Batchelor  to  coordinate 
meetings  with  key  state  and  national  elected  officials. 
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Anoatubby  wins  fourth  term  as  head  of  Chickasaws 

c.  Tulsa  World 

8/19/99 

ADA  --  Bill  Anoatubby  had  no  trouble  winning  election  to  his  fourth 
consecutive  four-year  term  as  the  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation. 

Anoatubby  and  his  running  mate,  Lt.  Gov. -elect  Defferson  Keel,  received 
54.8  percent  of  the  vote  Tuesday  to  easily  outdistance  two  other  candidates. 

Second  in  the  running,  with  25.6  percent  of  the  vote,  were  candidate 
Wilson  Seawright  and  running  mate  Derry  Imotichey.  Seawright  is  a tribal 
judge  who  works  for  the  state  Department  of  Human  Services.  Imotichey  is  a 
tribal  legislator  and  a past  gubernatorial  candidate. 

Lt.  Gov.  David  Brown,  who  had  called  for  term  limits  and  openness  in 
government,  finished  third.  He  and  running  mate  Beverly  Tallbird  received 
19.6  percent  of  the  vote,  election  officials  said. 

Tribal  election  officials  said  they  didn't  have  the  number  of  ballots 
cast.  The  tribe  has  39,000  members. 

Anoatubby  and  Keel  will  take  over  after  swearing-in  ceremonies  Oct.  1. 
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Former  Sac  & Fox  Chief  Won't  Be  on  Primary  Ballot 
By  Mark  A.  Hutchison 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
08/19/1999 

STROUD  --  Dora  Young  will  not  be  allowed  to  vie  for  chief  of  the  Sac  & 

Fox  Nation,  the  tribe's  election  board  has  decided. 

Instead,  another  primary  election  will  be  held  without  Young  on  the 
ballot . 

Young  finished  second  (103  votes)  behind  Chief  Don  Abney  (128  votes)  in 
the  Duly  24  primary  election.  There  were  seven  candidates. 

The  general  election  had  been  scheduled  for  Aug.  28. 

But  third-place  finisher  George  Thurman  (91  votes)  challenged  the  election 
results.  He  said  Young  is  not  eligible  for  tribal  office  and  that  she 
campaigned  within  100  feet  of  a polling  place  during  the  primary. 

The  12-member  election  board  heard  the  protests  Aug.  9 and  voted  to 
declare  Young  ineligible. 

"This  is  amazing;  every  time  she  (Young)  gets  close  to  getting  back  in 
office,  they  change  the  rules,"  said  Young's  attorney.  Dames  Lynam. 

Thurman  wrote  in  his  protest  that  because  Young  has  been  removed  from 
tribal  office  and  has  exhausted  her  appeals,  she  cannot  be  a candidate. 

Lynam  disagrees,  saying  Young  won  on  appeal  and  that  the  tribal  court  has 
ruled  she  can  be  a candidate. 

Concerning  the  electioneering  charge,  Thurman  accuses  Young  of  engaging 
tribal  member  Melanie  Roberts  in  the  parking  lot  outside  the  Shawnee 
polling  place  and  asking  her  to  vote  for  Young  and  a candidate  for  second 
chief,  Darrell  Gray. 

Boyd  said  there  are  two  witnesses  who  verified  Young  was  campaigning  at 
the  polling  place. 

Even  if  Young  were  guilty  of  electioneering,  Lynam  said,  it  is  not  enough 
to  overturn  election  results. 

Young  is  asking  that  the  election  board  decision  be  overturned.  A hearing 
in  the  tribe's  district  court  is  scheduled  Tuesday. 

Young  was  chief  of  the  tribe  in  the  1970s  and  defeated  Abney  113-112  in 
1995.  But  in  March  1997,  the  tribe's  general  council  ousted  Young  after  a 
tribal  grievance  committee  accused  her  of  denying  tribal  members  freedom  of 
speech . 

Abney  was  elected  to  fill  Young's  unexpired  term.  Young  appealed  her 


ouster  and  appeared  to  have  won  a reversal  in  August  1998  when  the  tribal 
Supreme  Court  ruled  she  was  removed  without  due  process.  The  court  also 
ruled  Abney's  1997  election  null  and  void. 

But  the  tribe  did  not  recognize  its  Supreme  Court's  decision. 
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d'laan'te'..  News  from  a Yesterplace  of  many  personal  scars,  well-spring 
of  nightmares...  in  the  next  post. 

First  I want  to  say  something  about  el  Salvador  today,  & how  you  can 
help  make  things  better,  & why  maybe  you  should  do  something.  This  is  not 
an  easy  place  for  me  to  visit,  even  in  thoughts. 

Nothing  has  changed  in  El  Salvador  since  the  signing  of  the  peace, 
except  that  the  people  of  the  Nations  handed  in  the  arms  with  which  they 
had  beaten  the  Salvadorean  armed  forces  (&  their  US  "advisors")  to  a 
standstill . 

The  100 's  of  millions  of  $$  that  the  World  Bank  had  given  as  price  for 
the  UN-brokered  peace,  with  which  the  "insurgent"  Indians  were  supposed  to 
buy  their  ejidos  & farms  from  the  17  ruling  families  that  own  the  entire 
country  & control  OVER  99%  of  its  wealth?  Well,  those  funds  were  all 

used  in  "administration  of  the  program"  before  a single  campesino  could 
get  a single  dollar  to  buy  a single  acre.  Now  the  "squatters"  are  being 
evicted  by  force.,  army  & bulldozers  & gunships  hovering  above.  The 
"squatters"  are  families  of  the  First  Nations  of  the  land  that  has 
recently  been  designated  "El  Salvador",  "squatting"  om  land  that  they  have 
lived  on  & worked  for  generation  after  generation. 

For  almost  twenty-five  years,  from  the  late  60's  until  the  early  90's, 
the  families  of  the  Indian  peoples  in  El  Salvador  have  been  butchered  for 
asking  for  "too  much".,  for  clean  water,  for  the  right  to  feed  themselves 
with  what  they  grow,  for  health  services  ..,  for  dignity.  At  the  signing 
of  the  peace,  after  300,000  had  died  in  slaughters  such  as  the 
ethnic-cleansing/rubbing  out  of  the  village  of  el  Mizote  ('78),  they 
finally  came  down  out  of  the  mountains  by  the  ten's  of  thousands,  going 
home  where  they'd  lived  & where  their  grandfathers  & grandmothers  are 
buried,  to  raise  their  sons  & daughters  in  the  Great  Peace.  Now  they  could 
finally  have  individual  or  collective  ownership  of  the  land  they'd  cared 
for  for  so  many  generations.,  they  thought. 

The  "free  global  market"  (a.k.a.  US  Economic  Policy)  has  declared  the 
arable  land  (everywhere  on  earth)  is  "solely  productive"  as  huge 
agri-business  tracts,  cultivated,  fertilized  & pesticide/herbicide 
disinfected  of  vermin  (&  Indians),  by  manufactured  products  that  keep  US 
corps  flying  higher  than  they  should  be..  US  agri-business  exports  to 
Mexico  are  up  over  800%  since  1995...  up  over  600%  in  the  rest  of  Central 
America . . etc . , etc . 

The  "administrators"  of  the  "Land  Bank",  as  was  required  by  the  World 
Bank,  was/is  the  "democratic"  Government  of  El  Salvador.  Which  just 
happens  to  be  dominated  by  the  ARENistas.  Which  just  happens  to  be 
entirely  funded/ruled  by  the  17  ruling  families,  whose  thousands  of 
family-owned  "companies"  deliver  all  government  services,  all  utilities, 
all  economic  development  programs,  own  the  agri-businesses,  the 
maquiladoras/sweat  shops  where  the  displaced  have  to  work  12  hrs/day  at 
avg.  $5/day  to  feed  their  families,  & the  same  17  families  run  the  ports, 
the  airports,  the  highways,  the..,  well  you  get  the  point. 

Oh  yes,  I almost  forgot.  They  also  run  the  DELCONTE.  That's  the 
SOA-Langley-trained  secret  police/death  squads,  now  being  funded  (60%  of 
their  budget)  by  US  taxpayer  $$  under  the  guise  of  the  ubiquitous 
"one-size-fits-any-insurgency"  blanket  labelled  "The  War  On  Drugs!"  ... 
These  are  the  pond-scum  that  make  sure  that  those  uppity  Indians  don't 
even  think  about  re-acquiring  weapons.  And  to  make  sure  of  that,  they 


"take  care  of"  any  Indian  who  thinks,  period.  (&  sometimes  even  if  one  is 
just  rumored  to  be  thinking,  it  can  mean  being  disappeared.) 

"Ahh..,  the  smell  of  Hesse  Helms'  favourite  export,  genyoo-wine 
democracy!  Don't  you  love  it,  Ollie?!" 

I could  write  several  books  about  el  Salvador,  & all  of  the  good,  brave 
hearts  I left  there,  along  with  a good  chunk  of  my  own...,  but  this  is 
already  much  to  long.  So  as  a personal  favour  to  me,  please  read  the  post 
I titled  (with  apologies  to  Carlos  Santana)  "Blues  for  el  Salvador  99". 

Then  please  consider  expressing  your  support.  Dust  so  word  gets  back  to  San 
Salvador  that  the  world  is  watching... 
masi : cho . . . 
joam/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Blues  for  El  Salvador  99"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  19:43:50  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Blues  for  el  Salvador  99 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te' . . . With  ref  to  post  "Nations/relations  need  help" 

The  insert  [<->]  is  mine, 
joam/e'ne'thekwe' 


Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  08:35:43  -0700 
From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : Association  of  Indigenous  Salvadorans 

Hello  friends. 

Chief  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco,  head  of  the  National  Association  of 
Indigenous  Salvadorans,  is  facing  yet  another  in  an  ongoing  series  of 
harassment  actions  instigated  by  the  Salvadoran  national  government,  at 
the  behest  of  the  conservative  ARENA  political  party. 

Earlier  this  year  Chief  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco  beat  falsified  criminal 
charges  of  usurping  authority  and  the  theft  of  a "desk."  The  83  year  old 
chief,  who  is  suffering  from  advanced  diabetes,  spent  several  months 
earlier  this  year  defending  himself  from  these  charges,  after  being  tied 
up,  manhandled  and  jailed.  These  harassment  actions  are  direct  retaliation 
for  Chief  Adrian's  lifelong  work  advocating  for  the  rights  of  El 
Salvador's  Lenca,  Nahuath  and  Mayan  indigenous  peoples.  [As  a distinct 
peoples  per  UN/World  Court  definition,  i.e.,  as  First  Nations.] 

Apparently  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco  is  not  jailed  yet,  but  the  government  has 
begun  a process  to  try  to  put  him  there,  based  upon  re-activating  charges 
that  the  Chief  beat  in  El  Salvador's  courts  earlier  this  year. 

Further  complicating  this  case  is  the  fact  that  the  lawyer  who  won  Chief 
Adrian's  release  from  jail  earlier  this  year  is  owed  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  has  just  announced  his  withdrawal  from  Chief  Adrian's  legal 
defense.  This  leaves  Chief  Adrian  without  legal  defense  in  this  new  act  of 
harassment . 

Chief  Adrian  is  undergoing  treatment  for  diabetes,  and  currently  needs 
an  expensive  operation. 

In  a related  development,  the  Salvadoran  civilian  police  have  evicted 
ANIS  members  from  their  current  offices,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  go 
back  to  those  offices,  effective  immediately. 

It  is  quite  "curious"  that  these  events  have  occurred  the  day  after 
Adrian  Esquino  Lisco' s two  co-workers  applied  for  tourist  visas  to  the  U.S. 
Adrian  Esquino  Lisco  already  has  a visa.  Apparently,  under  the  Salvadoran 
government's  re-activation  of  the  case  against  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco,  he 
most  likely  cannot  travel  out  of  the  country  now.  The  two  visa 
applications  by  ANIS  workers  were  denied  on  August  11th,  1999. 

According  to  Margarito  Esquino,  the  right-wing  ARENA  political  party  has 
organized  these  political  harassment  activities  against  ANIS.  The  ARENA 
party  is  openly  hostile  to  ANIS,  and  does  not  want  any  formal  recognition 
of  the  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples  to  occur  in  El  Salvador.  Indigenous 


peoples  make  up  a significant  part  of  the  Salvadoran  population. 

Currently  ANIS  and  Margarito  Esquino  need  several  things: 

- Phone  calls  and  faxes  sent  to  Senator  Kennedy,  Senator  Christopher  Dodd 
of  Connecticut,  Rep.'s  Luis  Gutierrez  of  Chicago,  IL  and  other  sympathetic 
congressional  members. 

- Flyers  explaining  this  event,  for  distribution  at  various  events 
Everybody's  efforts  are  needed  to  put  pressure  on  the  Salvadoran  national 

government  at  this  time. 

Here  below  are  a list  of  essential  contacts. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  efforts. 

Peace. 

- Chuck  Goolsby  (301)  353-8498 

PS  1:  Margarito  Esquino  (the  son  of  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco)  leader  of  ANIS 
in  the  U.S.,  may  be  reached  (mostly  in  Spanish)  at:  (301)  562-8459 
PS  2:  Detailed  information  about  the  history  of  the  conflict  between  ANIS 
and  the  Salvadoran  government  (including  death  threats,  bombings, 
attempted  assassinations  and  murder  endured  by  ANIS  supporters)  may  be 
found  at: 

chttp: //members .tripod . com/~anis_usa/> 

(This  WEB  site  will  be  updated  shortly) 

PS  3:  Margarito  is  also  going  to  call  the  U.N.  Office  of  Human  Rights  in 
New  York  (212)  963-4097.  Your  calls  would  also  be  appreciated. 

PS  4:  We  ask  people  to  contact  the  following  congressional  members  who 
are  familiar  with  the  case  of  ANIS: 

1) 

Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy 
Telephone:  (202)  224-4543 
315  Russell  Senate  Office  Building 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510 
2) 

U.S.  Senator  Christopher  Dodd, 

Connecticut 

senator@dodd . senate . gov 
444  Russell  Office  Bldg, 

United  States  Senate  Washington,  D.C.  20510 
Phone:  (202)  224-2823 

3) 

U.S.  Representative  3ohn  Joseph  Moakley, 

Massachusetts,  9th  District 
joe. moakley@mail . house.gov 
235  Cannon  House  Office  Bldg, 

Washington,  D.C.  2051 

Phone:  202-225-8273  Fax:  202-225-3984 

Chief  of  Staff:  Kevin  Ryan 

4) 

U.S.  Representative  Esteban  E.  Torres, 

California,  34th  Dist. 

arcoiris@mail.house.gov 

2269  Rayburn  House  Office  Bldg, 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Phone:  (202)  225-5256  Fax:  (202)  225-9711 

5) 

U.S.  Representative  James  McGovern, 

Massachusetts,  3rd  Dist. 

512  Cannon  Bldg, 

Washington,  DC  20515 

Phone:  (202)  225-6101  Fax:  (202)  225-5759 


RE:  Highway  55  Update" 


Date:  Fri,  20  Aug  1999  07:12:19  -0500 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Mendota  Update  8/17,  and  links 

http : //members . aol . com/noreroute/Highway_55_occupation . html 

(forwarded  from  Diane  Kerr,  Linda  Brown,  and  Dim  Walker,  at  Mendota) 

8/17/99  - Dear  Friends,  Sorry  I have  been  off  the  air  for  so  long,  I 
got  a new  computer  and  when  we  tried  to  transfer  files  I lost 
everything  on  my  Email. I have  tried  to  add  everyone  back  into  my 
mailing  list,  but  I know  I have  missed  a few  people.  For  that  I 
apologize.  It  feels  wonderful  to  be  back  in  touch  with  you  all  again. 
Things  have  been  quiet  here  for  the  last  few  days, we  had  a wonderful 
1 year  anniversary  celebration. 

We  are  still  working  on  different  aspects  in  this  fight,  but  we  still 
need  all  your  support.  The  north  side  coalition  along  with  lawyers 
from  the  NAACP  will  file  an  injunction  against  the  tearing  down  of 
affordable  housing  on  the  north  side  of  highway  55  and  we  are  still 
working  with  them  on  both  issues. 

Many  people  have  come  to  visit  the  encampment  from  all  over  the  states 
and  we  welcome  everyone  who  would  like  to  come.  I will  not  be  doing 
updates  until  next  week  again.  Sorry.  I will  ask  all  of  you  to  check: 
members.aol.com/noreroute/Flighway_55_occupation.html  for  any  new 
updates  on  events  that  may  be  happening  right  now.  Take  care  everyone. 

My  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  all  of  you.  Love  Linda 

8/8/99  - Dear  Friends,  there  have  been  no  new  arrests  since  Thursday, 
but  we  have  been  active  in  many  ways  since  that  time.  Friday  afternoon 
we  filmed  a local  cable  show  called  Flealthy  Nations  News,  this  is 
produced  by  a Native  American  and  will  be  shown  on  Minneapolis  cable 
channel  33  every  Sunday  evening  at  7:00PM  through  August.  We  addressed 
the  brutally  of  the  recent  arrests  and  also  the  blatant  racism  shown 
by  the  local  police  here.  Today  Ken  Bradley  and  I also  spoke  for  an 
hour  on  a local  radio  station  about  the  reasons  the  coalition  are 
still  fighting  this  road. 

We  also  had  our  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  today,  the  weather  was  perfect, 
sunny  and  mild,  over  300  people  attended  and  we  had  a huge  feast  at 
five  o'clock.  Everyone  who  attended  brought  something  to  share  and  we 
never  ran  out  of  food,  we  are  blessed  with  all  the  love  and  support 
from  everyone  who  was  there.  This  was  a very  joyous  occasion  for  us 
all.  Mike  Flaney  made  it  back  in  town  for  this  and  of  course  added  his 
wonderful  touch  to  the  festivities.  Tuesday  we  will  be  having  our  one 
year  anniversary  of  the  encampment,  and  we  are  again  working  hard  to 
make  this  as  big  a success. 

On  a more  somber  note,  I drove  past  the  construction  site  yesterday 
and  the  destruction  is  overwhelming.  All  that  remains  in  this  area  now 
is  just  overturned  earth.  No  sign  of  the  original  beauty  of  this  special 
place.  Standing  alone  in  middle  of  the  destruction  is  a statue  of 
Longfellow  who  of  course  made  this  place  famous  when  he  penned  his  poem 
about  this  area.  But  wait!  someone  has  replanted  trees  in  all  this 
desolation,  in  front  of  the  statue  now  stand  four  small  trees,  they  don't 
offer  much  shade  in  comparison  to  the  ones  that  were  removed,  but  it  warms 
my  heart  to  see  them  there.  Of  course  the  machines  may  destroy  them 
tomorrow,  but  a kind  heart  placed  them  there  for  all  to  see  and  lift  our 
spirits.  Thank  you  whoever  you  are. 

We  are  still  here,  we  are  still  fighting,  we  will  continue  to  fight. 

Please  keep  us  in  your  prayers.  Pidamiya,  Love  Linda 
Please  see  also  the  following  URLs.  Please  bookmark  these  sites. 
Webmasters,  please  link  to  these  sites.  Please  repost  this  message  to  any 
lists  or  newsgroups  where  you  feel  is  appropriate. 

MINNEHAHA  FREE  STATE 
Mendota  Sacred  Sites  - 

http : //hometown . aol . com/dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html 
Reroute  Archive  - http: //www. robworld . net/stop_the_reroute/ 

Tom  Taylor's  Site  - 

http : //members . aol . com/noreroute/Highway_55_occupation . html 


Forwarded  message  

WEBMASTERS,  please  add  the  following  links  to  related  websites  (at  the 
bottom  of  this  message  a tidy  arrangement  of  these  links  is  supplied  in 
html  code),  also  please  advise  as  to  the  existence  of  other  sites 
devoted  to  the  three  occupations: 

RIDE  UPDATES 

The  Planned  Route  - http://www.robworld.net/unity/maps.html 
OCETI  SAKOWIN 

Oceti  Sakowin  - http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/island.html 
Indian  Treaty  Land  - http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/island-0615.html 
CAMP  JUSTICE 

Camp  Justice  - http://shell.webbernet.net/~ishgooda/oglala/ 

Pine  Ridge  vs.  White  Clay  - 

http: //www. journalstar . com/ slide_show/ photos /pine_ridge/ 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  ACT,  August  11,  1978 
http : //www . robworld . net /unity /1978 .html 

Note  from  Dee: 

This  will  probably  be  the  last  many  will  hear  from  me  for  a while.  I must 
spend  the  weekend  with  my  family.  In  a few  days  I will  be  leaving  for 
ceremony  and  for  Mendota.  I will  be  away  and  offline  until  first  week  in 
October.  Please  do  not  send  me  any  unnecessary  mailings  until  I return. 
Thanks . 

Thanks  to  all  for  the  work  and  prayers  you  are  doing  to  support  this  and 
other  struggles  of  the  people.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Thanks 

Dee 


"RE : MNDOT  Dewaters  Minehaha  Creek"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  02:29:39  -0600 
From:  power4u@mtn.org  (power4u) 

Sub  j : MNDOT  DEWATERS  MINEHAHA  CREEK  - FALLS 

NEWS  ADVISORY  8/20/99  --MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 

FOR  MORE  INFO  CALL: DIM  ANDERSON  : 612-910-0730 

or  CHRIS  STEVENS:  651-398-5249 

MNDOT  DIVERTS  & DEWATERS  MINNEHAHA  CREEK 

MINNEHAHA  FALLS  AT  RISK! 

THE  WATER  LEVEL  IN  THE  CREEK  IS  ALREADY  DROPPING! 

As  part  of  their  continuing  destruction  of  Minnehaha  Park,  the  Department 
of  Transportation  has  begun  shutting  down  the  flow  of  Minnehaha  Falls.  To 
do  this  they  have  diverted  much  of  the  water  flowing  into  Minnehaha  Creek, 
and  have  installed  drainage  wells  to  suck  the  groundwater  from  the  area 
around  the  falls. 

WHY  ARE  THEY  DOING  THIS?  In  order  to  collect  $548  million  dollars  from 
taxpayers  in  pork  barrel  highway  funds  and  appease  the  suburban  developers 
and  the  Mall  of  America,  MnDOT  is  "rerouting"  Hwy  55  out  of  the  current 
corridor  and  through  the  park. . 

Too  bad  they  couldn't  spend  a bit  of  that  money  fixing  the  current  road! 
Minnehaha  Falls  is  a city  treasure,  and  is  the  first  state  park  in  America, 
(Niagra  Falls  was  the  second!).  Minneapolis  is  world  renowned  for  it's 
neighborhoods  and  parks.  This  road  has  been  fought  tooth  and  nail  by  the 
neighborhood  since  it  was  first  proposed  over  40  years  ago. 

They  say  it  is  a "done  deal",  but  the  public  has  never  even  been  given  a 
chance  to  shake  on  it. 

What  kind  of  democracy  do  we  live  in  if  we  can't  stop  this  now  in  our  own 
backyard?  Is  this  Minneapolis,  or  LA? 

— "RE:  Hassels  Bringing  a Spirit  Drum  to  Prison"  

From:  MaDark@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  20  Aug  1999  09:05:30  EDT 

Sub j : Fwd:  (no  subject) 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  21:01:27  EDT 
From:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 

Dear  Supporters, 

The  last  two  weeks  I have  spent  making  calls  to  the  individual  prison 
facilities  in  Colorado  to  find  out  how  to  get  a spiritual  drum  group 
approved  for  a visit.  Each  facility's  volunteer  coordinator  (that  I was 
able  to  reach),  stated  that  the  individuals  just  needed  to  give  their 
name,  address,  social  security  number  and  driver's  license  number  for 
clearance.  They  also  stated  to  me  that  if  they  had  any  felony 
convictions  in  the  last  five  years  they  may  not  be  admitted,  but  any 
before  that  would  show  up  on  the  clearance,  but  would  NOT  disallow  them 
from  being  admitted. 

Today  I received  a call  from  the  Colorado  Department  of  Corrections, 
Regional  Volunteer  Coordinator,  Lee  Flendrix,  telling  me  that  the  DOC  will 
not  allow  anyone  from  N.A.T.I.V.E.S.  to  go  into  any  prison  in  the  state 
of  Colorado  until  we  get  clearance  from  the  Colorado  Commission  on  Indian 
Affairs.  I asked  him  why  the  Native  Americans  had  to  have  clearance  from 
TWO  state  entities,  when  the  Christian  groups  only  had  to  be  cleared 
individually  and  he  just  stated  that  "that's  the  way  it  is",  that 
Colorado  has  a state  statute  that  makes  it  a law  that  all  Native  American 
activities  and  groups  MUST  be  cleared  first  by  the  CCIA  and  then  again  by 
the  DOC.  Fie  then  told  me  I could  either,  "accept  it,  or  reject  it". 

When  I stated  that  I felt  that  was  discrimination,  he  told  me,  "I  don't 
care  what  you  think".  At  the  end  of  the  discussion,  he  stated  that 
N.A.T.I.V.E.S.  could  not  contact  any  facility  in  the  state  of  Colorado 
directly  again,  that  I was  to  contact  the  Regional  office  only  and  THEY 
would  decide  what  we  could  and  couldn't  do  and  again,  only  after  the  CCIA 
had  checked  our  organization  out  to  make  sure  we  were  "legitimate"and 
given  us  their  approval. 

Mr.  Hendrix  also  stated  he  could  not  understand  why  we  refused  to  work 
through  the  CCIA.  I told  him  that  I did  not  think  a state  entity  with 
only  ONE  Native  American  employee  (who,  by  the  way,  is  Karen  Rogers  and 
she  does  a GREAT  job,  especially  under  the  circumstances!  ) should  be 
designated  the  final  authority  on  Native  American  spirituality.  There 
should  be  a separation  of  church  and  state,  even  if  Native  Americans 
don't  have  a legitimate  "church",  there  needs  to  be  someone  other  than 
the  state  controlling  spiritual  decisions.  I also  told  him  we  NEVER 
refused  to  work  through  the  CCIA  and  had  never  been  told  we  NEEDED  to  be 
cleared  by  them  in  all  the  four  years  we  had  been  doing  volunteer  work  in 
Colorado.  As  far  as  being  "legitimate",  I personally  sent  Mr.  Hendrix 
all  our  paperwork  several  months  ago,  from  the  IRS  and  the  state  on  our 
nonprofit  standing,  so  I have  no  idea  what  else  needs  to  be  proved.  This 
is  just  another  step  by  the  DOC  to  stop  volunteers  for  the  Native 
American  inmates. 

They  have  literally  stonewalled  every  positive  program  that  we  have 
tried  to  get  introduced  into  the  prisons,  whether  they  were  rehab, 
spiritual  or  educational.  Not  ONE  would  have  cost  the  DOC  a penny,  were 
sponsored  by  outside  supporters  and  needed  no  additional  hours  by 
personnel.  Nothing  that  was  proposed  would  have  caused  additional  work 
or  money  in  any  way.  Nevertheless  they  were  blocked.  We  have  always 
maintained  a respectful  approach,  have  gone  directly  to  the  programs 
directors  to  find  out  the  right  way  to  have  herbs,  rocks,  etc.. sent  in 
and  they  have  been  held  up  for  months  at  a time.  The  DOC  fought  tooth 
and  nail  to  stop  the  introduction  of  the  Medicine  Wheel  Program,  that 
would  have  been  donated  to  the  facilities  by  our  organization,  which  is  a 
well  known  and  successful  12  step  program  based  in  Native  spirituality. 

We  tried  to  get  continuing  education  introduced,  sponsored  by  one  of  the 
local  colleges,  with  courses  either  paid  by  supporters  or  by  the  inmates 
and  their  families  - again,  no  cost  or  effort  needed  by  the  DOC,  that  too 
was  blocked.  Although  the  clearance  checks  are  to  go  back  only  5 years 
for  the  spiritual  advisors,  when  we  asked  Selo  Black  Crow  to  come  in, 
even  though  he  passed  clearance  and  was  admitted  (with  very  successful 
outcome  and  ceremonies)  the  DOC  went  back  15  years  to  keep  him  from  being 


admitted  a third  time.  The  "criminal"  charge  they  found  was  an  old  DUI, 
committed  the  day  he  lost  his  brother  to  cancer.  I can  go  on  forever, 
but  the  final  word  is  "DISCRIMINATION". 

I have  contacted  the  CCIA,  since  Mr.  Hendrix  could  not  and/or  would  not 
give  me  the  number  of  the  statute  he  stated  he  was  following  by  blocking 
our  group  from  support  work  and  although  Karen  was  on  the  Western  Slope 
at  a meeting,  her  office  is  trying  to  locate  the  statute  that  he  was 
referring  to.  I will  send  that  information  as  we  get  it. 

Let  me  state  this:  I have  NO  criminal  record,  I don't  use  drugs  and 
never  have,  I haven't  had  an  alcoholic  beverage  in  more  years  than  I can 
count  and  have  never  done  anything  that  would  give  the  DOC  reason  to 
block  our  access  to  these  prisons.  We  have  played  by  their  rules,  even 
when  they  haven't  and  now  they  want  to  eliminate  our  support  and 
supporters  altogether. 

Monday  I have  a meeting  with  the  Civil  Rights  Commission,  since  we  have 
had  no  luck  with  the  ACLU  at  all  and  as  soon  as  they  show  me  the  statute 
that  Mr.  Hendrix  wasn't  able/willing  to  give  me,  we  will  probably  file 
suit.  If  anyone  has  any  contacts  with  the  Colorado  ACLU  or  other 
organizations  that  would  be  willing  to  help,  we  would  like  it  if  you 
could  share  that  with  us.  We  have  some  other  options,  but  are  not  able 
to  discuss  those  at  this  time.  Dealing  with  the  Department  of 
Corrections  directly  at  this  time  isn't  an  option  any  longer.  It  is 
obvious  from  the  last  few  episodes  that  the  only  thing  they  want  is  my 
husband  sent  back  to  Minnesota  and  N.A.T.I.V.E.S.  out  of  their  hair. 

We  will  keep  you  posted  as  this  progresses. 

In  The  Struggle, 

Renee  Still  Day 

"RE : u.N  Sub-commission:  Statement  on  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  19  Aug  1999  22:20:24  GMT 

From:  "Celine"  <Celine.Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub j : Fwd:  U.N  Sub-commission  : statement  on  Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

From  the  warriornet  mailing  list  : 

>Date : Thu,  19  Aug  1999  18:59:10  +0200 
>From:  "Condori"  <tcondori@puebloindio.org> 

Commission  on  Human  Right 

Sub-commission  on  Prevention  of  Discriminations  and  Protection  of 

Minorities 

51st  session 

Agenda  item  9 

The  Administration  of  Dustice  and  Human  Rights 

Native  American  Political  Prisoner/Indigenous  Human  Rights  Defender, 
Leonard  Peltier 

Mr.  Chairperson, 

My  name  is  Anne-Francoise  Meckenstock  speaking  for  Bobby  Castillo  the 
international  spokesperson  for  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
speaking  under  the  human  rights  NGO,  Consejo  Indio  de  Sud  America(CISA) . 

We  want  to,  once  again,  address  the  United  Nations  about  the  case  of 
world  recognized  human  rights  defender  and  Native  American  political 
prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier. 

Mr.  Peltier  has  now  been  in  prison  in  the  United  States  for  twenty-three 
years  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit.  He  has  become  a notorious  symbol  of 
injustice  toward  Indigenous  Peoples.  During  the  official  celebration  of 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  in 
Paris  last  December,  Leonard  Peltier  was  recognized  by  the  world 
community  as  a human  rights  defender.  At  this  occasion  several  Nobel 
Prize  Laureates  and  human  rights  NGOs  including  Amnesty  International, 
France  Liberties,  and  the  International  Federation  of  Human  Rights 
called  for  the  immediate  release  of  Mr.  Peltier. 


In  November  of  1993  former  US  attorney  general,  Ramsey  Clark,  filed  a 
petition  for  Executive  Clemency  at  the  White  House  on  behalf  of  Mr. 

Peltier.  On  average  a review  of  such  a petition  is  completed  in  six  to 

nine  month  and  rarely  does  it  take  longer  than  two  years  for  one  to 
receive  a response.  However  it  has  been  over  six  years  since  Mr. 
Peltier's  petition  was  filed  and  the  President  has  not  yet  responded. 

Additionally,  Mr.  Peltier  has  been  held  eight  years  in  excess  of  the 
Parole  Commission's  own  guidelines  for  release.  The  Commission  set  his 

next  parole  hearing  for  the  year  2008,  17  years  in  excess  of  the 

Commission's  release  guidelines  and  six  years  after  the  date  set  by 
Congress  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  Parole  Commission  itself.  The 
reasons  the  Parole  Commission  have  given  for  denying  him  parole  have 
been  arbitrary,  capricious,  discriminatory,  and  in  violation  of  his 
civil  and  human  rights.  Such  practice  can  be  considered  a clear  form  of 
arbitrary  detention  in  violation  of  International  Law  standards. 

Furthermore,  Mr.  Peltier's  health  continues  to  deteriorate  as  a result 
of  the  prison  authorities'  denial  of  proper  medical  treatment.  If  Mr. 
Peltier  does  not  receive  immediate  medical  treatment,  his  health 
condition  will  further  deteriorate  into  a life-threatening  situation. 

One  can  easily  interpret  the  terrible  health  condition  that  Mr.  Peltier 
has  been  forced  to  endure  for  many  years  as  cruel  and  unusual  punishment 
for  a crime  he  did  not  commit.  To  allow  him  to  remain  in  excruciating 
pain  for  the  last  three  years  can  also  be  considered  a form  of  torture. 

Additionally,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  recently  stated  that  Mr. 
Peltier  is  suffering  from  "diabetes,  a cardiac  condition,  and 
hyperlipedemia" . He  has  had  a stroke  before  and  the  above  are  making  his 
situation  even  more  urgent.  Leonard  Peltier  has  also  lost  80%  of  the 
vision  in  his  left  eye. 

By  denying  Mr.  Peltier  appropriate  medical  treatment,  the  US  prison 
authorities  are  violating  the  Universal  Declaration  on  Human  Rights 
(article  5),  the  United  Nations  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and 
Political  Rights  (article  7),  the  United  Nations  Standard  Minimum  Rules 
for  the  Treatment  of  Prisoners  (part  1,  article  22  (2))  and  the 
Universal  Declaration  on  the  Protection  of  all  Persons  from  being 
Subjected  to  Torture  and  Other  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or 
Punishment  (article  1) . 

Last  February  11th  the  European  Parliament  adopted  a new  resolution  on 
this  case  insisting  that  he  be  granted  presidential  executive  clemency, 
that  he  be  transferred  to  a hospital  where  he  may  receive  appropriate 
medical  treatment,  and  reiterated  their  call  for  an  investigation  into 
the  judicial  improprieties  involved  in  his  conviction. 

On  December  10th,  1998,  President  Clinton  signed  a executive  order  for 
the  implementation  of  International  human  Rights  treaties  signed  by  the 
United  States  and  about  their  obligations  pursuant  to  the  International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights,  the  Convention  against  Torture 
and  Other  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment  and  the 
Convention  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination. 

In  light  of  this  executive  order  and  considering  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Peltier,  we  request  that  the  Sub-commission  on  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities  adopt  a resolution  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Peltier  and  support  the  appointment  of  a Special  Rapporteur 
to  carry  out  a visit  to  the  United  States  to  study  the  US  administration 
of  justice  based  on  racial  discriminations  and  to  investigate  the  case 
of  Leonard  Peltier,  a recognized  Indigenous  Human  Rights  Defender,  as 
well  as  the  cases  of  other  political  prisoners  like  Ramsey  Muniz  and 
other  Xicano  movement  prisoners,  Oscar  Lopez  Rivera  and  the  Puerto 
Ricans  Independence  prisoners,  Mumia  Abu  lamal  and  the  Black  Liberation 
prisoners  and  the  condition  of  detention  of  the  1,8  million  prisoners  in 
the  United  States,  specially  at  the  Marion  Control  Unit,  Leavenworth 
federal  penitentiary.  Pelican  Bay  State  Prison,  Florence  Institution, 
among  others  and  to  make  a report  to  the  Human  Rights  Commission  in  the 
spring  2000. 

Mr.  chairperson,  I thank  you  for  your  attention. 

Anne-Francoise  Meckenstock  for  Bobby  Castillo 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committe/International  Spokesperson 


"RE : Tuscarora  Activist  Eddie  Hatcher  Hailed  Again"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  15:54:47  EDT 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Sub j : "Takeover"  - again 

Tuscarora  Indian  Activist  Eddie  Hatcher  Hailed  Again 

Tuscarora  Indian  activist  Eddie  Hatcher  was  arrested  on  Hune  1,  1999  in 
Hamlet,  North  Carolina.  He  is  charged  with  first  degree  murder  in  the  May  31 
drive-by  shooting  death  of  Bryan  McMillian  and  assault  with  a deadly  weapon 
in  the  wounding  of  Michael  Anthony  Locklear  on  May  19. 

Eddie  says,  "I  didn't  kill  nobody."  He  writes  that  occupants  of  the  house 
in  which  McMillian  was  killed  initially  described  the  car  they  saw  and  told 
the  police  who  they  thought  had  fired  on  the  house.  Now,  it  is  Eddie  who  is 
being  accused  of  firing  into  the  house  from  a car  not  fitting  the  original 
description.  Hatcher,  with  a history  of  activism  which  includes  taking  on 
corrupt  law  enforcement  in  Robeson  County,  North  Carolina,  says,  "I  had 
forgotten  how  much  this  state,  this  government  hates  me.  They  are  moving 
beyond  all  speed  in  this  case.  They  are  trying  me  for  my  life.  They  are 
trying  to  put  me  on  death  row  now.  And  something  about  this  case  really 
scares  me." 

Eddie  is  right  to  be  afraid.  He  states,  "They  say  I should  get  the  death 
penalty  because  of  my  past  conviction  - the  takeover."  Robeson  County 
District  Attorney  Hohnson  Britt  is  seeking  the  death  penalty  and  local  law 
enforcement  and  the  judicial  system  have  good  reason  to  go  after  Hatcher. 

By  the  late  1980s,  Eddie  and  others  had  found  evidence  that  local  and  county 
law  enforcement  officials  and  business  people  were  complicit  in  drug 
trafficking  in  Robeson  County.  The  rural  farming  community  was  deluged  with 
cocaine  and  being  referred  to  as  the  Little  Miami  of  the  East  Coast.  Hatcher 
was  also  questioning  the  many  unexplained  and  unsolved  murders  of  African 
Americans  and  Indians  in  the  county.  After  early  1988  attempts  to  obtain 
help  from  the  federal  government  on  these  issues  failed,  Eddie  and  Timothy 
Hacobs,  another  Tuscarora  Indian,  occupied  the  offices  of  a local  newspaper. 
The  Robesonian,  in  an  attempt  to  focus  attention  on  these  issues.  Eddie's 
only  demands  in  the  takeover  were  an  investigation  into  the  corruption  and 
murders  and,  afraid  for  their  lives,  that  he  and  Timothy  be  turned  over  to 
federal  agents  rather  than  the  state. 

Less  than  twelve  hours  after  the  armed  takeover,  their  demands  were  agreed 
to  and  both  men  surrendered.  Bob  Horne,  then  the  editor  of  The  Robesonian, 
says  he  walked  out  of  the  building  with  Eddie  to  insure  that  he  would  not  be 
gunned  down. 

The  state  withdrew  charges  against  Hatcher  and  Hacobs  and  they  were  tried 
in  federal  court  for  hostage  taking  and  other  charges  in  September  1988. 
According  to  one  trial  witness,  the  Robeson  County  Sheriff,  Hubert  Stone, 
and  North  Carolina  Bureau  of  Investigation  agents  had  met  and  decided  they 
would  "have  Eddie  Hatcher  before  the  week  was  out."  The  jury  delivered  a not 
guilty  verdict,  stating  that  they  believed  Hatcher  was  justified  in  his 
actions  because  he  feared  for  his  life. 

After  the  defeat  in  federal  court.  North  Carolina  reinstated  their 
kidnapping  charges  against  Hatcher  and  Hacobs  in  December.  Denied  legal 
representation  by  the  court  and  worn  out  from  fighting,  Eddie  pled  guilty 
and  accepted  an  18  year  sentence  after  being  told  he  would  be  out  on  parole 
in  little  more  than  two  years.  Timothy  Hacobs  also  pled  guilty  and  received 
6 years.  Still  imprisoned  in  1995,  Eddie  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS  and  nearly 
died  from  AIDS  related  pneumonia.  The  North  Carolina  Parole  Board  finally 
released  him  in  May  of  that  year. 

While  in  prison,  Eddie  helped  fellow  prisoners,  writing  and  filing  legal 
briefs,  and  worked  to  improve  prison  conditions.  After  his  release  Eddie 
continued  to  work  for  the  rights  of  people  of  color  and  poor  whites  in  and 
around  Robeson  County.  He  founded  the  Hatcher  Center  for  Human  Rights  where 
he  addressed  the  rights  of  people  of  color,  American  Indian  and  gay  rights, 
AIDS  issues,  and  U.S.  political  prisoners.  He  also  considered  seeking  public 
office  as  a way  to  address  these  issues.  A compelling  documentary.  Takeover: 
The  Trials  of  Eddie  Hatcher,  details  Eddie's  efforts  to  expose  the 


corruption  of  Robeson  County  and  the  takeover  of  The  Robesonian  newspaper 
offices.  Even  people  held  hostage  at  the  newspaper  offices  spoke  well  of 
Hatcher,  as  did  local  clergy. 

Now  the  tables  are  turned  and  Eddie  Hatcher  needs  our  help.  His  mother 
Thelma  Clark,  who  was  so  instrumental  in  saving  Eddie's  life  when  he  was 
imprisoned  and  ill,  and  in  his  release  from  jail  in  1995,  is  again  working 
to  free  her  son.  If  you  call  the  Defense  Office,  a woman's  voice  on  the 
answering  machine  will  tell  you,  "We  need  your  help."  And  they  do! 

Write  Eddie  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison:  Eddie  Hatcher,  1300 
Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606.  He  has  not  been  receiving  much  mail,  so 
please  do  write. 

For  information  on  how  you  can  help  free  Eddie,  write  Robeson  County  Human 
Rights  Center,  Eddie  Hatcher,  PO  Box  2702,  Pembroke  NC  28372.  Or  you  can 
call  the  Defense  Office:  (910)  521-8850.  There  is  an  information  pamphlet 
available  about  this  case,  so  in  addition  to  your  phone  number,  please  leave 
a mailing  address  in  the  voice  mail. 

You  can  order  a copy  of  the  award  winning  video.  Takeover,  and  use  it  to 
raise  awareness  about  Eddie  Hatcher  and  this  case  in  your  area.  Do  a public 
showing  or  convince  your  local  cable  channel  to  run  it.  The  106  minute  long 
video  costs  $29.95  including  shipping,  and  is  available  from  Take  One,  101 
Pheasant  Wood  Court,  Morrisville  NC  27560.  Write  or  call  1 (800)  881-4257  to 
order  the  video. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  22  August  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  3anet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Haddox,  Tommie  Eugene 
#267-639 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/18/70 

Hollek,  Gerald  Frank 
#E0 53 19 -A- 2 -203 
PO  Box  1050 

Soledad,  CA  93960-1050 
Date  of  Birth:  6/3/54 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 

Harden,  Todd  Patrick 
#247-889 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/25/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hardway,  Richard 
#252-252 
PO  Box  1812 
WY-C-80 

Marion,  OH  43301 


Holbrook,  George 
#267-889 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  4/1/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hollek,  lay  E.O. 
#5319-A-Z-205, 

P.O.  Box  1050, 

Salinas  Valley  State  Prison 
Soledad,  CA,  93960-1050 

Hall,  Eric  Wildcat 
BL  #5355  /DA 
10745,  Route  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Arapaho 

Horner,  Paul  Franklin 

#240-070 

PO  Box  511 

Madison,  OH 

Date  of  Birth:  7/7/67 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Date  of  Birth:  5/22/67 


Henderson,  Phillip  Wayne 

#D-36152 

PO  Box  4000 

Vacaville,  CA  95646-4000 
Ancestry:  Seneca  (Iroquois) 

Hicks,  Harold  D.  E.F. 
368485-01-83, 

Calhoun  Com.  Institute 
P.O.  Box  249, 

Morgan,  GA  31766 

Hunt,  Henry  Lee 
#0197656 

1300  Western  Blvd 
Raleigh,  NIC  27606 


Hundley,  Gary  Wayne 
#260-427 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/18/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hines,  Steven  Allen 
#295-895 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/25/67 
Ancestry:  Wyandotte 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606 


RE:  The  Seven  Fires 


Date:  Sat,  21  Aug  1999  22:15:29  -0400 
From:  "lanet"  <evestarl@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : seven  prophets 

Teachings  of  the  Seven  Prophets:  The  Seven  Fires 

Editor's  note:  This  story  was  asked  to  be  read  to  the  assembly  by  Elder 
William  Commanda  at  the  Aboriginal  Learning  Network  Constituency  Meeting  of 
Elders,  policy  makers,  and  academics  on  April  16th  and  17th,  1997  in  Aylner, 
Quebec . 

The  source  for  this  story  is  The  Mishomis  book  : the  voice  of  the  Ojibway  by 
Edward  Benton-Banai . Printed  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Published  by  Indian  Country 
Press,  copyright  1979. 


Seven  prophets  came  to  the  Anishinabe.  They  came  at  a time  when  the  people 
were  living  a full  and  peaceful  life  on  the  North  Eastern  coast  of  North 
America.  These  prophets  left  the  people  with  seven  predictions  of  what  the 
future  would  bring.  Each  of  the  prophecies  was  called  a fire  and  each  fire 
referred  to  a particular  era  of  time  that  would  come  in  the  future.  Thus, 
the  teachings  of  the  seven  prophets  are  now  called  the  "Seven  Fires". 

The  first  prophet  said  to  the  people, 

"In  the  time  of  the  First  Fire,  the  Anishinabe  nation  will  rise  up  and 
follow  the  sacred  shell  of  the  Midewiwin  Lodge.  The  Midewiwin  Lodge  will 


serve  as  a rallying  point  for  the  people  and  its  traditional  ways  will  be 
the  source  of  much  strength.  The  Sacred  Megis  will  lead  the  way  to  the 
chosen  ground  of  the  Anishinabe.  You  are  to  look  for  a turtle  shaped  island 
that  is  linked  to  the  purification  of  the  earth.  You  will  find  such  an 
island  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  your  journey.  There  will  be  seven 
stopping  places  along  the  way.  You  will  know  the  chosen  ground  has  been 
reached  when  you  come  to  a land  where  food  grows  on  water.  If  you  do  not 
move  you  will  be  destroyed." 

The  second  prophet  told  the  people, 

"You  will  know  the  Second  Fire  because  at  this  time  the  nation  will  be 
camped  by  a large  body  of  water.  In  this  time  the  direction  of  the  Sacred 
Shell  will  be  lost.  The  Midewiwin  will  diminish  in  strength.  A boy  will  be 
born  to  point  the  way  back  to  the  traditional  ways.  He  will  show  the 
direction  to  the  stepping  stones  to  the  future  of  the  Anishinabe  people." 

The  third  prophet  said  to  the  people, 

"In  the  Third  Fire  the  Anishinabe  will  find  the  path  to  their  chosen 
ground,  a land  in  the  west  to  which  they  must  move  their  families.  This 
will  be  the  land  where  food  grounds  on  water." 

The  Fourth  Fire  was  originally  given  to  the  people  by  two  prophets.  They 
come  as  one.  They  told  of  the  coming  of  the  light  skinned  race. 

One  of  the  prophets  said, 

"You  will  know  the  future  of  out  people  by  the  face  of  the  light  skinned 
race  wears.  If  they  come  wearing  the  face  of  brotherhood  then  there  will 

come  a time  of  wonderful  change  for  generations  to  come.  They  will  bring  new 

knowledge  and  articles  that  can  be  joined  with  the  knowledge  of  this 
country.  In  this  way,  two  nations  will  join  to  make  a mighty  nation.  This 
new  nation  will  be  joined  by  two  more  so  that  four  will  for  the  mightiest 
nation  of  all.  You  will  know  the  face  of  the  brotherhood  if  the  light 
skinned  race  comes  carrying  no  weapons,  if  they  come  bearing  only  their 
knowledge  and  a hand  shake." 

The  other  prophet  said, 

"Beware  if  the  light  skinned  race  comes  wearing  the  face  of  death.  You 
must  be  careful  because  the  face  of  brotherhood  and  the  face  of  death  look 
very  much  alike.  If  they  come  carrying  a weapon  ...  beware.  If  they  come  in 

suffering  ...  They  could  fool  you.  Their  hearts  may  be  filled  with  greed  for 

the  riches  of  this  land.  If  they  are  indeed  your  brothers,  let  them  prove 
it.  Do  not  accept  then  in  total  trust.  You  shall  know  that  the  face  they 
wear  is  one  of  death  if  the  rivers  run  with  poison  and  fish  become  unfit  to 

eat.  You  shall  know  them  by  these  many  things." 

The  fifth  prophet  said, 

"In  the  time  of  the  Fifth  Fire  there  will  come  a time  of  great  struggle  that 
will  grip  the  lives  of  all  native  people.  At  the  warring  of  this  Fire  there 

will  come  among  the  people  one  who  holds  a promise  of  great  joy  and 

salvation.  If  the  people  accept  this  promise  of  a new  way  and  abandon  the 
old  teachings,  then  the  struggle  of  the  Fifth  Fire  will  be  will  be  with  the 
people  for  many  generations.  The  promise  that  comes  will  prove  to  be  a false 
promise.  All  those  who  accept  this  promise  will  cause  the  near  destruction 
of  the  people. " 

The  prophet  of  the  Sixth  Fire  said, 

"In  the  time  of  the  Sixth  Fire  it  will  be  evident  that  the  promise  of  the 
First  Fire  cam  in  in  a false  way.  Those  deceived  by  this  promise  will  take 
their  children  aways  from  the  teachings  of  the  Elders.  Grandsons  and 
granddaughters  will  turn  against  the  Elders.  In  this  way  the  Elders  will 
lose  their  reason  for  living  ...  they  will  lose  their  purpose  in  life.  At 
this  time  a new  sickness  will  come  among  the  people.  The  balance  of  may 
people  will  be  disturbed.  The  cup  of  life  will  almost  become  the  cup  of 
grief. " 

At  the  time  of  these  predictions,  many  people  scoffed  at  the  prophets. 

They  then  had  medicines  to  keep  away  sickness.  They  were  then  healthy  and 
happy  as  a people.  These  were  the  people  who  chose  to  stay  behind  in  the 
great  migration  of  the  Anishinabe.  These  people  were  the  first  to  have 
contact  with  the  light  skinned  race.  They  would  suffer  most. 

When  the  Fifth  Fire  came  to  pass,  a great  struggle  did  indeed  grip  the 
lives  of  all  native  people.  The  light  skinned  race  launched  a military 
attack  on  the  Indian  people  throughout  the  country  aimed  at  taking  away 


their  land  and  their  independence  as  a free  and  sovereign  people.  It  is  now 
felt  that  the  false  promise  that  came  at  the  end  of  the  Fifth  Fire  was  the 
materials  and  riches  embodied  in  the  way  of  life  of  the  light  skinned  race. 
Those  who  abandoned  the  ancient  ways  and  accepted  this  new  promise  were  a 
big  factor  in  causing  the  near  destruction  of  the  native  people  of  this 
land . 

When  the  Sixth  Fire  came  to  be,  the  words  of  the  prophet  rang  true  as 
children  were  taken  away  from  the  teachings  of  the  Elders.  The  boarding 
school  era  of  "civilizing"  Indian  children  had  begun.  The  Indian  language 
and  religion  were  taken  from  the  children.  The  people  started  dying  at  a 
early  age  ...  they  had  lost  their  will  to  live  and  their  purpose  in  living. 

In  the  confusing  times  of  the  Sixth  Fire,  it  is  said  that  a group  of 
visionaries  came  among  the  Anishinabe.  They  gathered  all  the  priests  of  the 
Midewiwin  Lodge.  They  told  the  priests  of  the  Midewiwin  Way  was  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed.  They  gathered  all  the  sacred  bundles.  They  gathered  all  the 
scrolls  that  recorded  the  ceremonies.  All  these  things  were  placed  in  a 
hollowed  out  log  from  the  Ironwood  tree.  Men  were  lowered  over  a cliff  by 
long  ropes.  They  dug  a hole  in  the  cliff  and  buried  the  log  where  no  one 
could  find  it.  Thus  the  teachings  of  the  Elders  were  hidden  out  of  sight  but 
not  out  of  memory.  It  is  said  that  when  the  time  came  that  the  Indian  people 
could  practice  their  religion  without  fear  a line  boy  would  dream  where  the 
Ironwood  log,  full  of  sacred  bundles  and  scrolls,  was  buried.  He  would  lead 
his  people  to  the  place. 

The  seventh  prophet  that  came  to  the  people  long  ago  said  to  be  different 
from  the  other  prophets.  He  was  young  and  had  a strange  light  in  his  eyes. 

He  said, 

"In  the  time  of  the  Seventh  Fire  New  People  will  emerge.  They  will  retrace 
their  steps  to  find  what  was  left  by  the  trail.  Their  steps  will  take  them 
to  the  Elders  who  they  will  ask  to  guide  them  on  their  journey.  But  many  of 
the  Elders  will  have  fallen  asleep.  They  will  awaken  to  this  new  time  with 
nothing  to  offer.  Some  of  the  Elders  will  be  silent  because  no  one  will  ask 
anything  of  them.  The  New  People  will  have  to  be  careful  in  how  they 
approach  the  Elders.  The  task  of  the  New  People  will  not  be  easy. 

"If  the  New  People  will  remain  strong  in  their  quest  the  Water  Drum  of  the 
Midewiwin  Lodge  will  again  sound  its  voice.  There  will  be  a rebirth  of  the 
Anishinabe  Nation  and  a rekindling  of  old  flames.  The  Sacred  Fire  will  again 
be  lit. 

"It  is  this  time  that  the  light  skinned  race  will  be  given  a choice 
between  two  roads.  If  they  choose  the  right  road,  then  the  Seventh  Fire  will 
light  the  Eighth  and  final  Fire,  an  eternal  fire  of  peace,  love  brotherhood 
and  sisterhood.  If  the  light  skinned  race  makes  the  wrong  choice  of  the 
roads,  then  the  destruction  which  they  brought  with  then  in  coming  to  this 
country  will  come  back  at  them  and  cause  much  suffering  and  death  to  all  the 
Earth's  people." 

Traditional  Mide  people  of  Ojibway  and  people  from  other  nations  have 
interpreted  the  "two  roads"  that  face  the  light  skinned  race  as  the  road  to 
technology  and  the  other  road  to  spiritualism.  They  feel  that  the  road  to 
technology  represents  a continuation  of  headlong  rush  to  technological 
development.  This  is  the  road  that  has  led  to  modern  society,  to  a damaged  a 
seared  Earth.  Could  it  be  that  the  road  to  technology  represents  a rush  to 
destruction?  The  road  to  spirituality  represents  the  slower  path  that 
traditional  native  people  have  traveled  and  are  now  seeking  again.  This 
Earth  is  not  scorched  on  this  trail.  The  grass  is  still  growing  there. 

The  prophet  of  the  Fourth  Fire  spoke  of  a time  when 
"two  nations  will  join  to  make  a mighty  nation." 

He  was  speaking  of  the  coming  of  the  light  skinned  race  and  the  face  of 
brotherhood  that  the  light  skinned  Brother  could  be  wearing.  It  is  obvious 
from  the  history  of  this  country  that  this  was  not  the  face  worn  by  the 
light  skinned  race  as  a whole.  That  might  nation  spoken  of  in  the  Fourth 
Fire  has  never  been  formed. 

If  the  Natural  people  of  the  Earth  could  just  wear  the  face  of 
brotherhood,  we  might  be  able  to  deliver  our  society  from  the  road  to 
destruction.  Could  we  make  the  two  roads  that  today  represent  two  clashing 
world  views  come  together  to  form  a mighty  nation?  Could  a Nation  be  formed 
that  is  guided  by  respect  for  all  living  things?  Are  we  the  people  of  the 


Seventh  Fine? 


"RE ; New  Clothes  for  Me"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  03:55:48  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : tribal  clothing,  new  clothes  for  me... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  kids  at  school  used  to  make  fun  of  the  bundles  of  clothes  we  would 
all  get,  saying  things  about  the  clothes  and  stuff,  that  to  get  them 
you  just  had  be  "Dohn",  backward  Navajos,  and  that  no  one  would  wear 
them.  We  would  all  say  those  things,  but  then  we  would  go  and  get 
measured,  take  home  the  lists  and  the  folks  would  have  to  look  at  us 
sideways  to  see  if  we  were  gonna  grow  anymore,  taller  or  wider,  or 

both.  Then  taking  the  list  back  and  forgetting  about  it.  Then  the  day 

would  come  and  everybody  complained  and  made  fun  of  the  bundles  of 
clothes  and  we  would  have  to  carry  them  home.  On  the  way  home,  you 
could  sneak  a peak,  they  were  just  plain,  but  the  looked  new.  When  I 
got  home  I would  take  them  into  my  room  and  look  at  what  I had  gotten, 
pulled  out  the  shoes  and  tried  them  on,  there  were  sneakers  and  a pair 
of  black  or  brown  shoes.  Then  I would  look  at  the  shirts  and  pants, 

tried  those  on  too.  I like  the  way  they  smelled  and  then  would  take  a 

quick  look  at  the  underwear.  I found  the  were  sometimes  Fruit  of  the 
Looms  and  put  them  away.  Yeah,  there  were  the  socks  and  then  a quick 
look  outside  to  see  if  it  was  cold  or  windy  to  try  on  the  coat. 

Sometimes  putting  it  on  and  walking  around  the  house  and  eating  supper 
in  it.  Yeah,  those  clothes  we  made  fun  of,  but  if  I could  I would  tell 
whoever  put  the  program  together  in  the  first  place  they  had  there 
thinking  right.  I would  say  thank  you,  I think  I still  have  a pair  of 
those  shoes  laying  around  in  the  closet  somethere . . . . 

The  Navajo  Tribe  has  a program  that  is  years  old  which  provides  clothes 
to  Navajo  children  in  school  all  over  the  reservation  and  in 
bordertowns.  It  is  an  annual  program  and  has  been  around  for  ages.  As 
kids  Navajo  children  make  fun  of  the  clothes  but  they  all  wear  them  and 
the  programs  gives  something  to  look  forward  to  each  year...  this  is 
what  I remembered  about  my  experience 

"RE;  wisdom  from  Grandfather"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Aug  1999  11:21:48  -0400 
From:  "Janet"  <evestarl@email . msn . com> 

Sub j : [CREEK-SOUTHEAST]  WISDOM  FROM  GRANDFATHER 

I found  this  on  a rootsweb  list  I subscribe  to  for  obvious  reasons,  and  I 
thought  I'd  share.  I like  it. 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Saturday,  August  21,  1999  10:17  AM 
From:  Ivan  & Pamela  Saunders  <02Ranch@ckt . net> 

Mailing  List :- L@rootsweb . com  <CREEK-S0UTHEAST-L(6)rootsweb.com> 

WHICH  ONE  DO  YOU  FEED  ??????? 

There  once  was  an  old  Indian. 

His  little  grandson  often  came  in  the  evenings  to  sit  at  his  knee  and 
ask  the  many  questions  that  children  ask.  One  day  the  grandson  came  to 
his  grandfather  with  a look  of  anger  on  his  face. 

Grandfather  said,  "Come,  sit,  tell  me  what  has  happened  today." 

The  child  sat  and  leaned  his  chin  on  his  Grandfather's  knee.  Looking  up 
into  the  wrinkled,  nut  brown  face  and  the  kind  dark  eyes,  the  child's 
anger  turned  to  quiet  tears. 

The  boy  said,  "I  went  to  the  town  today  with  my  father,  to  trade  the 
furs  he  has  collected  over  the  past  several  months.  I was  happy  to  go, 
because  father  said  that  since  I had  helped  him  with  the  trapping,  I could 


get  something  for  me.  Something  that  I wanted. 

I was  so  excited  to  be  in  the  trading  post.  I have  not  been  there  before. 

I looked  at  many  things  and  finally  found  a metal  knife!  It  was  small, 
but  good  size  for  me,  so  father  got  it  for  me." 

Here  the  boy  laid  his  head  against  his  grandfather's  knee  and  became 
silent.  The  Grandfather,  softly  placed  his  hand  on  the  boys  raven  hair  and 
said,  "And  then  what  happened?".  Without  lifting  his  head,  the  boy  said, 

"I  went  outside  to  wait  for  father,  and  to  admire  my  new  knife  in  the 
sunlight.  Some  town  boys  came  by  and  saw  me,  they  got  all  around  me  and 
starting  saying  bad  things. 

They  called  me  dirty  and  stupid  and  said  that  I should  not  have  such  a 
fine  knife.  The  largest  of  these  boys,  pushed  me  back  and  I fell  over  one 
of  the  other  boys.  I dropped  my  knife  and  one  of  them  snatched  it  up  and 
they  all  ran  away,  laughing" 

Here  the  boy's  anger  returned,  "I  hate  them,  I hate  them  all!" 

The  Grandfather,  with  eyes  that  had  seen  too  much,  lifted  his  grandson's 
face  so  his  eyes  looked  into  the  boy's.  Grandfather  said,  "Let  me  tell  you 
a story. 

I too,  at  times,  have  felt  a great  hate  for  those  that  have  taken  so 
much,  with  no  sorrow  for  what  they  do. 

But  hate  wears  you  down,  and  does  not  hurt  your  enemy.  It  is  like 
taking  poison  and  wishing  your  enemy  would  die.  I have  struggled  with 
these  feelings  many  times.  It  is  as  if  there  are  two  wolves  inside  me, 
one  is  white  and  one  is  black.  The  White  Wolf  is  good  and  does  no  harm. 

He  lives  in  harmony  with  all  around  him  and  does  not  take  offense  when  no 
offense  was  intended.  But  will  only  fight  when  it  is  right  to  do  so,  and 
in  the  right  way. 

But  the  Black  Wolf  is  full  of  anger.  The  littlest  thing  will  set  him 
into  a fit  of  temper.  He  fights  everyone,  all  the  time,  for  no  reason.  He 
cannot  think  because  his  anger  and  hate  are  so  great.  It  is  helpless 
anger,  for  his  anger  will  change  nothing.  "Sometimes  it  is  hard  to  live 
with  these  two  wolves  inside  me,  for  both  of  them  seek  to  dominate  my 
spirit . " 

The  boy,  looked  intently  into  his  Grandfather's  yes,  and  asked,  "Which 
one  wins  Grandfather?" 

The  Grandfather,  smiled  and  said,  "The  one  I feed." 

====  CREEK-SOUTHEAST  Mailing  List  ==== 

David  Morgan  maintains  "Native  American  Resources" 
at  http: //www. rootsweb . com/~usgwnar/ 

"RE : Review  of  Children's  Book  about  Navajo  Long  Walk"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Aug  1999  22:55:52  -0700 
From:  Ron  Andrade  <randrade@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : FYI:  Review  of  Children's  Book  about  Navajo  Long  Walk 
Friends- - 

Maybe  this  is  an  issue  you  can  all  address  through  the  many  groups  you 
belong  to  or  have  connections  to. 

Ron 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  06:52:25  -0500 
From:  Debbie  Reese  <d-reese@uiuc.edu> 

Hello  - 

Some  of  you  recall  the  information  I provided  in  May  regarding  a review 
of  a children's  book  about  Carlisle.  It  had  factual  errors  and  made  Carlisle 
seem  like  a good  place.  The  book  is  part  of  Scholastic's  "Dear  America" 
series  of  historical  fiction  diaries.  When  we  wrote  the  review,  we  were 
aware  that  Scholastic  had  another  one  about  Native  Americans  in  the  works. 

It  was  my  hope  that  they  would  reconsider  its  release,  based  on  our  review. 

I was  wrong. 

Scholastic  is  about  to  release  another  title  in  this  series  of  historical 
fiction  diaries.  This  one  is  called  _The  Girl  Who  Chased  Away  Sorrow:  The 


Diary  of  Sarah  Nita,  a Navajo  Girl.  New  Mexico,  1864. _ There  is  a review 
about  this  book  available  on-line  at  <http://www.oyate.org/avoid.htm>. 

In  late  May,  the  marketing  director  at  Scholastic  called  me,  quite 
frantic,  that  I was  still  passing  along  the  URL  regarding  the  Carlisle  book 
to  various  listservs  in  education,  children's  literature,  and  those  with 
Native  focus  (like  H_Amindian) . Earlier  that  month.  Scholastic  editors  had 
posted  a message  to  a children's  literature  listserv,  defending  the 
Carlisle  book  and  its  author's  research.  They  acknowledged  some  of  the 
errors,  but  did  not  reply  publicly  to  a post  I followed  theirs  with,  asking 
if--given  their  acknowledgement  of  errors--  they  would  withdraw  the  book  or 
make  corrections.  Privately,  they  send  me  a brief  note  that  they'd  let  me 
know  if  they  made  any  changes.  They  apparently  thought  this  brief  exchange 
silenced  me  and  the  other  women  who  wrote  the  review.  They  underestimate 
the  depth  of  our  commitment  to  accuracy  and  sensitivity  with  the  portrayal 
of  Native  Americans  in  children's  books. 

That  said,  I again  ask  those  of  you  on  H-Amindian  to  give  some  thought 
to  the  impact  that  children's  books  have  on  children  and  their  developing 
concepts  of  Native  Americans  and  Native  American  history.  In  May,  I 
received  messages  from  some  individuals  asking  what  they  could  do  about  the 
book  - what  steps  they  could  take.  Some  suggested  a boycott  of  Scholastic, 
but  it  is  a major  publisher  who  does,  in  fact,  publish  books  by  noted 
Native  authors  (loseph  Bruchac  and  Shonto  Begay  are  two).  Neither  the 
Carlisle  book,  or  the  Navajo  Long  Walk  book  were  written  by  Native  authors. 

Since  May,  I've  heard  from  a great  many  librarians  in  public  schools  and 
libraries  who've  written  to  tell  me  they  cancelled  their  order  for  the 
Carlisle  book,  based  on  our  review.  Cancelling  an  order  is  not  censorship. 
Librarians  make  purchasing  decisions  based  on  reviews  they  read.  Our  review 
has  been  useful  in  helping  them  decide  again  purchasing  the  Carlisle  book. 

For  those  of  you  who  aren't  familiar  with  this  publisher,  here's  some 
stats.  According  to  info  on  their  website.  Scholastic  ships  1.2  million 
children's  books  out  of  their  warehouse  EACH  DAY  to  locations  within  the  US 
but  also  around  the  world  (New  Zealand,  Australia,  Canada,  Hong  Kong, 

India,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Mexico.)  They  recently  announced  record 
revenues  ($334  million)  and  income  ($22.4  million)  in  the  4th  quarter  of 
fiscal  1999  - boosted  in  part  by  the  Dear  America  historical  fiction 
diaries.  Clearly,  this  publisher  has  a great  deal  of  influence  on  children. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments  on  either  review,  please  write  to  me 
at  <d-reese@uiuc . edu> . 

Thank  you  for  your  time  - 
Debbie  Reese 

Dept,  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction 
College  of  Education,  University  of  Illinois 
Email:  d-reese@uiuc.edu 

"RE : who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair:The  Legend  of  Annie  Mae"  

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : "Who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair:  The  Legend  of  Annie  Mae" 

Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:36:43  -0400 

I can't  remember  if  I passed  this  along  or  not... so,  here  it 
is... pardon  if  I have  doubled... 

I am  now  making  the  final  edits ...  correcting  dumb  mistakes  on 
our  part ...  probably  will  not  catch  them  all... by  the  second  edition,  I 
will  have  though .. .within  a few  days  hard  copy  will  be  printed  and  I'd 
just  like  to  say  that  there  is  extraordinary  beauty  in  these  words  laced 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  Mother/Woman  Warrior,  Anna  Mae. 

I am  not  trying  to  take  your  money... I am  trying  to  get  you  all  to 
partake  in  this  attempt  to  Honor  a Great  Woman... 

Please  see  <www.dickshovel.com/clay8.html>  and  order  a copy,  for 
Anna . 

My  regards  to  all . . . 


Date:  Tue,  17  Aug  1999  18:28:20  -0700  (PDT) 


From:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 

Sub  j : "Who  Would  Unbraid  Her  Hair:  The  Legend  of  Annie  Mae 

PRESS  RELEASE. . .book  tour  (fwd) 


This  long  awaited  book  will  be  available  in  hard  back  next  week,  so  please 
order  yours  now.  For  info  or  to  set  up  a book  signing,  please  contact 
below,  thank  you.  Beth,  ISCO 

— Forwarded  message 

Date:  Sun,  15  Aug  1999  16:11:17  -0700 
From:  antoinette 
PRESS  RELEASE 
August  15,  1999 

Antoinette  Claypoole,  activist  and  author,  will  be  traveling  the  northeast 
of  the  "Americas"  in  September  (and  again  in  November)to  promote  the 
release  of  her  book  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID  HER  HAIR:  the  legend  of  annie  mae. 

This  is  a biography/ stories  about  Annie  Mae  Pictou  Aquash,  AIM  warrior 
murdered  over  20  years  ago.  With  a special  contribution  of  photography  by 
Anne  Pearse  Hocker  and  support  of  Annie  Mae's  cousin,  Robert  Pictou 
Branscombe,  this  book  stretches  deep  into  the  psyche  of  all  who  knew  Annie 
Mae  and  all  who  know  of  her. 

Profits  from  the  sales/readings  of  this  work  will  go  to  Seventh  Generation 
Fund.  Native  Youth  Initiative  projects.  Areata  California.  SGF  is  a non 
profit  intermediary  American  Indian  foundation  and  advocate  organization 
committed  to  maintaining/promoting  the  sovereignty  of  First  Nations  and 
our  People. 

Anyone  would  like  to  set  up  readings/booksignings  in  their  Northeast 
region  contact  skyice@mind.net  or  jsd@sover.net  by  August  30th. 

West  coast  (Wash.-Az.)  book  tour  will  happen  in  mid  October. 

Anyone  wanting  readings  there,  please  be  in  touch  by  mid  September. 


Cities/regions  antoinette  is  traveling  in  September  will  be: 
Pittsburgh,  Pa./  western  Pa.  north  through  State  College 
Rochester,  N.Y./  upstate  New  York 
Washington,  D.C.  area 

southern  Vermont/White  River  function  area 

peace  in  the  struggle 

editors  of  anam  cara  press 

(visit : www.dickshovel . com/ clay8.html) 


Iordan  S.  Dill 
jsd@sover.net 
SoVerNet 
VMX . #146 
Toll  Free 
(877)877-2120 


SoVerNet:  Vermont's  Sovereign  Internet  Connection 
<http://www.sover.net/> 


PO  Box  495,  Rockingham  St. 
Bellows  Falls,  VT  05101 
v - 802  463-2111  vmx.#146 
f - 802  463-2110 


Suite  2-4,  110  Cherry  St. 
Burlington,  VT  05401 
v - 802  651-8730 
f - 802  651-8735 


RE:  Twenty-one  Ways  to  Scalp  an  Indian 


Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  18:11:36  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : 21  ways . . . 

"TWENTY-ONE  WAYS  TO  'SCALP'  AN  INDIAN" 
by  lerry  Gambill  ("Akwesasne  Notes",  vol  I,  No.  7.  luly  1979) 

Methods  must  coincide  with  the  type  of  problem  and,  in  the  case  of  human 
rights,  the  reception  or  resistance  which  the  majority  have  toward  your 
aims . 

The  Indian  has  problems  peculiar  to  ^Indians  alone*  and  deals  with  a 
very  receptive  society. 

The  Indian's  problem  in  solution  has  much  of  its  roots  in  a lack  of 
communication.  As  soon  as  the  Indians  become  articulate  enough  as  a 
people,  and  signs  indicate  they  are  fast  becoming  that  way,  their  aims 
will  become  clear  and  society  will  become  receptive  to  our  wants. 


One  fact  is  clean  to  the  Indian.  He  does  not  go  where  he  is  not  wanted. 
You  can't  force  people  to  accept  you.  Nothing  is  ever  gained  by  anything 
destructive.  At  least,  if  acceptance  is  what  you  are  seeking. 

The  Indian's  interests  are  locked  within  himself,  his  proud  past,  his 
country,  and  his  own  destiny  as  shaped  by  himself. 

Being  other  than  white  isn't  common  cause  enough  to  justify  civil 
disobedience. 

The  art  of  denying  Indians  their  human  rights  has  been  refined  to  a 
science.  The  following  list  of  commonly  used  techniques  will  be  helpful 
in  "burglar-proofing"  your  reserves  and  *your  rights*. 

GAIN  THE  INDIANS'  CO-OPERATION  --  It  is  much  easier  to  steal  someone's 
human  rights  if  you  can  do  it  with  his  OWN  co-operation,  SO. . . . 

1.  Make  him  a non-person.  Human  rights  are  for  people.  Convince 
Indians  their  ancestors  were  savages,  that  they  were  pagans,  that  Indians 
are  drunkards.  Make  them  wards  of  the  government.  Make  a legal 
distinction,  as  in  the  Indian  Act,  between  Indians  and  persons.  Write 
history  books  that  tell  half  the  story. 

2.  Convince  the  Indian  that  he  should  be  patient,  that  these  things 
take  time.  Tell  him  that  we  are  making  progress,  and  that  progress  takes 
time. 

3.  Make  him  believe  that  things  are  being  done  for  his  own  good.  Tell 
him  that  you're  sure  that  after  he  has  experienced  your  laws  and  actions 
that  he  will  realize  how  good  they  have  been.  Tell  the  Indian  he  has  to 
take  a little  of  the  bad  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefits  you  are 
conferring  on  him. 

4.  Get  some  Indian  people  to  do  the  dirty  work.  There  are  always  those 
who  will  act  for  you  to  the  disadvantage  of  their  own  people.  Dust  give 
them  a little  honor  and  praise.  This  is  generally  the  function  of  band 
councils,  chiefs,  and  advisory  councils:  They  have  little  legal  power, 
but  can  handle  the  tough  decisions  such  as  welfare,  allocation  of  housing, 
etc . 

5.  Consult  the  Indian,  but  do  not  act  on  the  basis  of  what  you  hear. 
Tell  the  Indian  he  has  a voice  and  go  through  the  motions  of  listening. 
Then  interpret  what  you  have  heard  to  suit  your  own  needs. 

6.  Insist  that  the  Indian  "GOES  THROUGH  THE  PROPER  CHANNELS".  Make  the 
channels  and  the  procedures  so  difficult  that  he  won't  bother  to  do 
anything. 

7.  Make  the  Indian  believe  that  you  are  working  hard  for  him,  putting 
in  much  overtime  and  at  a great  sacrifice,  and  imply  that  he  should  be 
appreciative.  This  is  the  ultimate  in  skills  in  stealing  human  rights: 
When  you  obtain  the  thanks  of  your  victim. 

8.  Allow  a few  individuals  to  "MAKE  THE  GRADE"  and  then  point  to  them 
as  examples.  Say  that  the  "Hardworkers"  and  the  "good"  Indians  have  made 
it,  and  that  therefore  it  is  a person's  own  fault  if  he  doesn't  succeed. 

9.  Appeal  to  the  Indian's  sense  of  fairness,  and  tell  him  that,  even 
though  things  are  pretty  bad,  it  is  not  right  for  him  to  make  strong 
protests.  Keep  the  argument  going  on  his  form  of  protest  and  avoid 
talking  about  the  real  issue.  Refuse  to  deal  with  him  while  he  is 
protesting.  Take  all  the  fire  out  of  his  efforts. 

10.  Encourage  the  Indian  to  take  his  case  to  court.  This  is  very 
expensive,  takes  lots  of  time  and  energy,  and  is  very  safe  because  the 
laws  are  stacked  against  him.  the  court's  ruling  will  defeat  the 
Indian's  cause,  but  makes  him  think  he  has  obtained  justice. 

11.  Make  the  Indian  believe  that  things  could  be  worse,  and  that, 
instead  of  complaining  about  the  loss  of  human  rights,  to  be  grateful  for 
the  human  rights  we  do  have.  In  fact,  convince  him  that  to  attempt  to 
regain  a right  he  has  lost  is  likely  to  jeopardize  the  rights  that  he 
still  has. 

12.  Set  yourself  up  as  the  protector  of  the  Indian's  human  rights,  and 
then  you  can  choose  to  act  on  only  those  violations  you  wish  to  act  upon. 
By  getting  successful  action  on  a few  minor  violations  of  human  rights, 
you  can  point  to  these  as  examples  of  your  devotion  to  his  cause.  The 
burglar  who  is  also  the  doorman  is  the  perfect  combination. 

13.  Pretend  that  the  reason  for  the  loss  of  human  rights  is  for  some 
other  reason  than  that  the  person  is  an  Indian.  Tell  him  some  of  your 


best  friends  are  Indians,  and  that  his  loss  of  rights  is  because  of  his 
housekeeping,  his  drinking,  his  clothing.  If  he  improves  in  these  areas, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  adopt  another  technique  of  stealing  his 
rights . 

14.  Make  the  situation  more  complicated  than  is  necessary.  Tell  the 
Indian  you  will  have  to  take  a survey  to  find  out  just  how  many  other 
Indians  are  being  discriminated  against.  Hire  a group  of  professors  to 
make  a year-long  research  project. 

15.  Insist  on  unanimity.  Let  the  Indian  know  that  when  all  the  Indians 
in  Canada  can  make  up  their  minds  about  just  what  they  want  as  a group, 
then  you  will  act.  Play  one  group's  special  situation  against  another 
group's  wishes. 

16.  Select  very  limited  alternatives,  neither  of  which  has  much  merit, 
and  tell  the  Indian  that  he  indeed  has  a choice.  Ask,  for  instance,  if  he 
could  or  would  rather  have  council  elections  in  Dune  or  December,  instead 
of  asking  if  he  wants  them  at  all. 

17.  Convince  the  Indian  that  the  leaders  who  are  the  most  beneficial 
and  powerful  are  dangerous  and  not  to  be  trusted.  Or  simply  lock  them  up 
on  some  charge  like  driving  with  no  lights.  Or  refuse  to  listen  to  the 
real  leaders  and  spend  much  time  with  the  weak  ones.  Keep  the  people 
split  from  their  leaders  by  sowing  rumor.  Attempt  to  get  the  best 
leaders  into  high-paying  jobs  where  they  have  to  keep  quiet  to  keep  their 
paycheck  coming  in. 

18.  Speak  of  the  common  good.  Tell  the  Indian  that  you  can't  consider 
yourselves  when  there  is  the  whole  nation  to  think  of.  Tell  him  that  he 
can't  think  only  of  himself.  For  instance,  in  regard  to  hunting  rights, 
tell  him  we  have  to  think  of  all  the  hunters,  or  the  sporting-goods 
industry. 

19.  Remove  rights  so  gradually  that  people  don't  realize  what  has 
happened  until  it  is  too  late.  Again,  in  regard  to  hunting  rights,  first 
restrict  the  geographical  area  where  hunting  is  permitted,  then  cut  the 
season  to  certain  times  of  the  year,  then  cut  the  limits  down  gradually, 
then  insist  on  licensing,  and  then  Indians  will  be  on  the  same  grounds  as 
white  sportsmen. 

20.  Rely  on  reason  and  logic  (your  reason  and  logic)  instead  of 
rightness  and  morality.  Give  thousands  of  reasons  for  things,  but  do  not 
get  trapped  into  arguments  about  what  is  right. 

21.  Hold  a conference  on  HUMAN  RIGHTS,  have  everyone  blow  off  steam  and 
tension,  and  go  home  feeling  that  things  are  well  in  hand. 


To  have  a current  Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  Publication 
Catalogue  sent  to  you  via  e-mail,  send  a request  to 
jburrows@halcyon . com 

A SIMPLE  REQUEST 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Elders  Prayer"  

Date:  Fri,  07  May  1999  07:30:41  -0700 
From:  Bill  Brady  <metisage@flash . net> 

Sub j : Elders  Prayer 

Walk  tall  as  the  trees 

Live  strong  as  the 
mountains 

Be  gentle  as  the  spring  rain 
Keep  the  warmth  of 
summer  in  your  heart 

And  the  great  spirit  will 
always  be  with  you. 

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\><><><><><>< 

all  the  best,  Billy 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 


Date:  Sun,  22  Sep  99  03:36:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  29-September  4 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 

29 

Life  is  a continuous  cycle  of  learning. 

30 

Curiosity  is  the  seed  of  knowledge. 

31 

New  ideas  can  help  preserve  old  traditions. 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

September  was  the  time  when  the  plume  of  the  sugar-cane  began  to  open. 

1 

If  your  heart  tells  you  that  you  can  soar  with  your  dreams,  let  no  one 
persuade  you  otherwise! 

2 

In  even  the  tiniest  seeds  are  found  all  the  secrets  of  life. 

3 

The  coral  reef  is  a home  to  many  creatures. 

4 

In  our  hearts,  we  are  all  children. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  23  August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

August  26  - 29 

195th  Umonhon  Harvest  Hethushka 
Big  Arena 
Macy,  Nebraska 
(402)  837-5391 

August  27  - 29 
Sac  & Fox  Casino  (contest) 

Hwy  75 

Powhattan,  Kansas 
(800)  990-2946  ext.  1177  or  1022 

August  27  - 29 

Rapid  River  Anishnabeg  Pow-Wow  Assn. 

Second  Annual  POW-WOW  at  Hiawatha  National  Forest 
eight  miles  north  of  Rapid  River 
Rapid  River,  Michigan 
(906)  474-9910 

August  28  - 29 
Inger 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Inger,  Minnesota 

(218)  335-8289  or  (218)  335-8387 


September  3-5 
Wee-Git chie-Ne-Me-E- Dim 
Veterans  Memorial  Grounds 
Cass  Lake,  Minnesota 
(218)  335-8289 

September  3-6 

The  85th  Annual  Spokane  Indian  Days  Celebration 
Wellpinit,  Washington 
For  more  information  on  Concessions,  call 
Kim  LeBret  509.258.9114  or  Ivan  Wynecoop  509.258.9114 
For  more  information  on  the  Powwow  call 
Ilene  Flett  509.258.4581  or  Carol  Campbell  509.258.7038 

September  3-6 

Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival  (traditional) 

Choctaw  Capitol 
Tushkahoma,  Oklahoma 
(580)  924-8280 

September  3-6 

Labor  Day  Weekend  Celebration  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin 
608)  847-5694 

September  3-6 
Ponemah  (traditional) 

Ponemah  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Ponemah,  Minnesota 
(218)  679-3341 

September  4-5 

Michinemackinong  (traditional) 

Marquette  Museum 
St  Ignace,  Michigan 
(906)  863-9831  or  (906)  643-7436 

September  4-5 

The  Mackinac  Band  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians 
presents  Michinemackinong  Traditional  Powwow 
location  TBA.  St  Ignace,  Michigan 

Traders  by  invitation  only.  Public  Welcome.  NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL  ON  POWWOW 
OR  CAMPING  GROUNDS.  No  Outside  Raffles.  No  Camp  Fires.  Security  Provided. 
(906)  863-9831  or  (906)  643-7436 

September  4-5 

39th  Tecumseh  Lodge  Labor  Day  (traditional) 

Tipton  4-H  Fair  Grounds 
Tipton,  Indiana 
(317)  773-4233 

September  4-5 
25th  Moraviantown  (contest) 

Highgate  Road 
Moravian  Reserve,  Ontario 
(519)  692-3969 

September  4-5 
7th  First  Light  (traditional) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Athens,  Maine 
(207)  654-3981 


September  4-6 

Shinnecock  Powwow  at  Shinnecock  Indian  Reservation 
Off  Route  27A  in  Southampton,  New  York 
Over  $20,000  in  Dance  and  Drum  Competition. 

Over  85  Native  vendors.  Flute  Player.  Storytelling.  Hospitality  Nights 
Admission  $8/5.  Free  parking  with  shuttle  service 
Shinnecock  Youth  Dancers,  Thunderbird  American  Indian  Dancers, 
Tlalcopan  Aztec  Dancers.  Host  Drum:  Young  Blood 

Saturday  and  Sunday  10AM-10PM.  Monday  10am-6pm 
(516)  283-6143  Tribal  Office  or  (516)  287-3165  Shinnecock  Church 

September  4-6 
17th  Labor  Days  (traditional) 

Heimat  Haus 
Grove  City,  Ohio 
(614)443-6120 

September  4-6 
Mohawk  Trail  (traditional) 

Indian  Plaza 

Charlemont,  Massachusettes 

(413)  339-4096 

September  9-12 

30th  United  Tribes  International  (contest) 

UTTC  Campus 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota 
(701)  255-3285  ext.  293 

September  10  - 12 

American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis 
Jefferson  Barracks  Park  (Grants  Shelter) 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
(314)  773-3316 

Sept  10  - 12 

Indian  Summer  Festival  (contest) 

Maier  Festival  Park 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

(414) 774-7119  Or  visit  on  the  WEB:  Indian  Summer  '99 

September  10  - 12 
10th  Sycuan  Pow-wow  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
El  Cajon,  California 
(619)  445-0707 

September  10  - 12 
79th  Southern  Ute  (contest) 

Sky  Ute  Downs  Arena 
Ignacio,  Colorado 
(970)  563-4156 

September  10  -12 

37th  National  Championship  (contest) 

Traders  Village 
Grand  Prarie,  Texas 
(972)  647-2331 

September  10  - 12 

Batchewana  First  Nation  11th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
236  Frontenac  St.  Rankin  Reserve  Ontario 
Host  Drum:  Kingbird  Singers 
(705)  759-0914  Email :tsayers(3batchewana . ca 


September  11  - 12 
12th  Trail  of  Tears  (contest) 

Trail  of  Tears  Park 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky 
(502)  886-8033 

September  11  - 12 

3rd  Annual  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow 
10:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

Honoring  Those  Who  Walk  With  The  Creator 
40  American  Indian  Traders 
Food  Venders/Story  Telling/Dancers/Singers/Drummers 
Host  Drum:  Strongheart  Singers 
Black  Rock  State  Park 
Route  6,  Watertown,  Connecticut 
5 miles  north  of  Waterbury  just  off  Route  8,  Exit  38 
Admission : 

$6  adults-$4  seniors-$3  children  6-12  years  old-Under  6 free 
For  more  information  call:  203-562-7042 

Organized  by:  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow  Committee 
Sponsored  by:  American  Indians  for  Development 
The  Black  Rock  Powwow  Webpage 

September  17  - 19 
Autumn  Gathering  (traditional) 

Veterans  Park 
Genoa  City,  Wisconsin 
(414)  473-7748  or  (414)  248-2784(daytime) 

September  17  - 19 
The  Great  Mohican  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Londonville,  Ohio 
(419)994-4987  or  (419)  994-4008 

September  18  - 19 
5th  Harvest  (traditional) 

Immanuel  Lutheran  Church 
Mokena,  Illinois 
(630)  961-9323 

September  23  - 26 

27th  National  Indian  Days  (contest) 

White  Swan  Pavilion 
White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121  ext.  408 

September  24  - 26 
Kituwah  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
(704)  252-3880 

Sept  24  - 26 

Council  Tree  Pow  wow  & Cultural  Festival 
Delta,  Colorado 

(800)  874-1741  or  (970)  874-1718  or  (970)  874-7566 
Email:  deltaco@ocinet.net 

September  24  - 26 
9th  Casino  Morongo  (contest) 

Casino  Grounds 
Cabazon,  California 
(909)  849-3080  ext.  274 


September  24  - 25 
Indian  Trail  (contest) 

Metrolina 

Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(704)  331-4818 

September  25  - 26 

4th  lean  Dacques  Blanchard  (contest) 

Millstream  Fair  Grounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
(419)  894-6927 

September  25  - 26 

Manville  Settler's  Day  (traditional) 

Manville  Sportmen's  Club 
Manville  (Lincoln),  Rhode  Island 
(508)  528-7629 

September  25  - 26 
24th  Honor  the  Eagle 
DeSoto  Caverns  Park 
Childersburg,  Alabama 
(205)  378-7252 

September  25  - 26 

16th  Annual  Powwow  at  the  Indian  Trail  Elementary  School, 
200  Education  Rd,  Indian  Train,  North  Carolina 
No  Adm.  Fee  to  the  public.  Head  Staff  TBA. 

(704)  331-4818  FAX  (704)  331-9501 

October  8-10 

Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  09:30:03  EDT 
From:  BrentMD@aol.com 
Sub j : No  Subject 

-=<+>=-  PASS  THE  WORD!  -=<+>=- 
AUGUST  26  6 PM 

Brent  Michael  Davids  - 3oe  Myers 
"3oe  & the  Blue  Butterfly" 

Panasonic  Village  Dazz  Festival 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  (Rotunda) 

One  Bowling  Green,  NYC 
Info:  (212)  514-3700,  or  (212)  989-2295 

3oe  & The  Blue  Butterfly  features  the  haunting  sounds  of  Brent  Michael 
Davids'  quartz  crystal  flute  and  the  curio  altered-tuning  guitar  style  of 
3oe  Myers.  Davids  and  Myers  have  been  performing  and  recording  together  for 
over  a decade,  and  it  shows.  Both  are  master  artists  in  their  own  right, 
and  they  seemlessly  blend  their  dexterity  together  into  songs  that  enrich 
the  soul.  You'll  not  find  the  echo-laden  musings  of  collage-like  sound 
effects,  soupy  reverb,  and  instrumental  noodlings  here.  Doe  & the  Blue 
Butterfly  is  a highly-crafted  collection  of  songs  constructed  by  an 
award-winning  composer  and  a virtuosic  guitarist.  Davids,  whose  Mohican 
name  is  Blue  Butterfly,  is  mesermizing  with  his  sometimes-percussive  and 
breathy  crystal  flute  sounds,  while  the  technical  acuity  and  vitality  of 
Myers  expertise  help  make  the  Butterfly  duo  so  distinct.  Davids  & Myers 
perform  the  themes  from  the  Paramount  film  "Silent  Enemy,"  as  well  as  the 
popular  radio  talk  show  "Native  America  Calling." 

Hear  what  the  Critics  are  saying 
about  this 

unusually  accomplished 
composer. . . ! 


"...  a whippoorwill  score..." 

Sid  Smith  - Chicago  Tribune 
"...  thought-provoking  mystery,  steeped  in  tradition" 

Daniel  Buckley  - Tucson  Citizen 
"He's  written  two  marvelous  pieces  for  us,  I mean,  there's 
nobody  else  in  the  world  that  could  write  music  like  that." 

David  Harrington  - Kronos  Quartet 
"...  a fresh,  lilting  score" 

Lynn  Voedisch  - Chicago  Sun  Times 
"...  unmatched  texture  and  resonance" 

Betty  Webb  - Phoenix  Tribune 

BRENT  MICHAEL  DAVIDS,  whose  Mohican  name  is  Blue  Butterfly,  is  a young 
composer  who  moves  between  the  worlds  of  the  loffrey  Ballet,  Kronos  Quartet 
National  Symphony  and  Native  American  Song.  Davids  is  a member  of  the 
Mohican  Nation  and  a Classically-Trained  Composer.  Featured  on  CBS  "Sunday 
Morning"  with  Charles  Osgood  and  Eugenia  Zukerman,  Davids  plays  the  Quartz 
Crystal  Flute.  He  has  two  such  flutes:  one  Soprano  and  Bass  flute,  both 
hand-blown  from  quartz  crystal.  Davids  has  even  composed  for  Film,  as  one 
only  six  composers  invited  to  Robert  Redford ' s Sundance  Institute.  At 
Sundance,  Davids  composed  music  for  two  scenes  from  Sherman  Alexie's  next 
film  "Indian  Killer"  and  Davids  received  shouting  applause  for  his  music 
soundtrack! 


Date:  Thu,  12  Aug  1999  12:26:53  GMT 
From:  "frosty"  <frosty@frostys.qc.ca> 

Sub  j : Montreal  POWWOW 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal  is  preparing 
for  its  18th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  event 
will  take  place  on  September  11th  & 12th,  1999  on  the 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal. 

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME! 

The  NFCM  Pow  Wow  is  a celebration  of  native 
contemporary  culture,  where  dancers,  drummers,  craft  & 
food  vendors  come  together  and  share  traditions. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  Inuit  teachings  such  as 
story  telling  and  throat  singing  as  well  as  workshops 
for  children. 

The  Pow  Wow  is  one 

way  we  like  to  accomplish  this.  We  are  expecting 
between  5000  -10  000  spectators. 

Admission  is  $8.00  for  adults,  $6.00  for  students  and 
elders,  children  12  and  under  are  admitted  for  free. 
Saturday,  September  11th: 

Sunday,  September  12th: 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  suggestions 
please  contact: 

Tanja  (tanja@nfcm.org)  or 
lacinda  (powwow@nfcm.org) 

You  can  also  phone  us  the  Centre  at  (514)  499-1854 


Date:  Tue,  03  Aug  1999  08:03:43  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Subj : august  28th 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  "Bishigendan  Akii"  AMERICAN  INDIAN  FESTIVAL 
sponsored  by  Norfolk  Festevents  and 
na-va'-kee  American  Indian  Trading  Post 

August  28th  Saturday 10:00  AM-6:00PM 

Townpoint  Park Norfolk  Va 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  HELENE  FORTUNE,  Rappahannock 
Head  Male:  VINNIE  KITCHEYAN,  Winnebago/Apache 
Host  Drum:  TONE  PAH  HOTE 


Invited  Drums:  REDWOLF, 

FOUR  RIVERS, 

WAHUNSENAKAH 

Arena  Director:  MAX  LITTLE,  Seminole 
***VIVITA  COLOR  GUARD*** 

MCs : IOHN  3EFFERIES,  Occaneechi 

MICHAEL  CLOUD-BUTLER,  LCO  Ojibwe 
vendors  for  more  information  contact  biah  seminole  at  na-va'kee 
american  indian  trading  post .. 757-425-7992 
or  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Wed,  28  lul  1999  16:22:43  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 

1st  INTERNATIONAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
"LET  THE  JOURNEY  BEGIN" 

at  Kwasooanitche  Retreat,  in  Coxville,  Indiana 
August  28-29,  1999 
Head  Veteran 

Wohali  Standing  Bear  ; Pawnee 
Drum 

Blue  Heron  Singers 
United  Lumbee  Nation  of  NC 
Drum  Keeper/Lead  Singer 
Chief  Soft  Shell  Turtle  Netz 
Master  of  Ceremonies 
Chico  Dulak  ; Lakota 

Head  Man  Dancer;  Spirit  Elks  Shadow  Wolf-  Cher/Senica 
Head  Woman  Dancer;  Christene  Coppess  - Blackfoot 
Head  Dr  Male;  Darnell  Hawk  - Oglala  Manderson  SD 
Head  Jr  Female;Reba  Little  Fawn  - Cherokee 
Story  Teller;  Becky  Morning  Star  - Cherokee 

Public  Invited Bring  your  lawn  chairs 

Gates  open  at  10  AM  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Admission:  Adults  $5.00  55  and  over  $2.50  Children 

under  12  FREE  (with  adult) 

No  cameras  or  video  recorders  permitted 


No  drugs  or  alcohol  or  politics  allowed  on  grounds. 
No  pets  around  Arena  or  trading  areas. 


Free  camping-  First  come  first  serve. 

Electric  available:  RV  $5.00  per  day 

Tent  $2.50  per  day 

Coordinated  BY:  The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana,  Inc. 
A not  for  profit  organization. 

For  information  contact  Wohali  or  Happy  Dancer  at: 

(317)  356-5187  6-10  PM  Mon-Fri 


Date:  Thu,  15  lul  1999  16:09:36  -0500 

From:  Sherrole  Benton  <SBENTON@ONEIDANATION . ORG> 

Sub j : SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

SPIRIT  is  a Rock  and  Dance  Spectacular  that  is  booked  to 
tour  throughout  the  United  States.  Hanay  Geiogamah, 

Director  of  the  American  Indian  Dance  Theatre,  is  serving  as 
the  Native  American  Casting  Director  and  Advisor. 

SPIRIT  is  directed  and  choreographed  by  Tony  Award 
Winning  Choreographer  Wayne  Cilento  and  is  composed  by 
Peter  Buffett  in  collaboration  with  Hawk  Pope. 

The  rehearsal  and  performance  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Rehearsals : 

August  20th-  September  1st  in  New  York  City 


September  2-  September  13  in  New  Haven,  CT 


Performances : 

September  14-26  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 

September  28  - October  3 in  Philadelphia,  PA 

October  5 - 10  in  Washington  DC 

October  12  - 24  in  Chicago 

October  26  - October  31  in  Minneapolis,  MN 

November  2 - 7 in  Baltimore,  MD 

November  9 - 14  in  Green  Bay,  WI 

November  16  - 21  in  Atlanta,  GA 

November  23  -28  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 

November  29  - December  26  in  New  York,  NY  (tentative) 

December  28  - January  2 in  Detroit,  MI 

January  4 - 9 in  Tulsa,  OK 

January  11  -16  : City  to  be  determined 

January  18  - 23  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 

January  25  - 31  in  Boston,  MA 

February  1-6:  City  to  be  determined 

February  8-13  in  Cincinnati,  OH 

February  15  - 20  in  Omaha,  NE 

February  22  - 27  in  Columbus,  OH 

February  29  - March  5 in  Albuquerque,  NM 

March  7 - March  12  in  Dallas,  TX 

March  14  - March  19  in  Denver,  CO 

March  21  - March  26  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

March  28  - April  2 in  Houston,  TX 

April  4 - April  16  in  Los  Angeles,  CA 

April  18  - April  23  in  San  Diego,  CA 

April  25  - April  30  in  Phoenix,  AZ 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
JIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  Jose 
JACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 


DON  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 


Millie  Ketcheshawno 
Event  Director 


Dames  M.  Fortier 

Event  Coordinator 


The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10035 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10035 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 

From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell@nortexinfo . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piaute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 


-August  27,  1999- 
1999  Salmon  Festival 
Kelowna,  BC  (250)  763-4905 

-August  27  - 29,  1999- 
123rd  Annual  Ponca  Powwow 
Ponca  City,  OK  (580)  762-8104 

Northwest  Indian  Encampment  & Powwow 
Spokane,  WA  (509)  535-0886 

-August  28  & 29,  1999- 
Inger  Traditional  Powwow 
Inger,  MN  (218)  335-8289/8387 

-September  3-5,  1999- 
Labor  Day  Powwow  Wee-Gitchie-Ne-Me-E-Dim 
Cass  Lake,  MN 
Henry:  (218)  335-8289 

Western  Canadian  Slo-Pitch  Championships 
Whitecap  Dakota  Sioux  First  Nation,  SK 
Bill  Hones:  (306)  934-4706 

-September  4 & 5,  1999- 
Nipissing  10  Anniversary  Powwow 
North  Bay,  ON  (705)  753-2050 

- September  4-6,  1999- 
17th  Annual  Labor  Day  Powwow 
Grove  City,  OH  (614)  443-6120 

-September  8 - 10,  1999- 
13th  Annual  Black  Hills  Expo 
Rapid  City,  SD  (605)  353-5718 

-September  8 - 11,  1999- 
Miss  Indian  Nations  Pageant 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

-September  9 - 12,  1999- 
United  Tribes  29th  Annual  Powwow 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

Six  Nations  132nd  Annual 
Fall  Fair  & Powwow 
Ohsweken,  ON  (519)  758-5444 

-September  10  - 12,  1999- 
79th  Annual  Southern  Ute  Powwow 
Ignacio,  CO  (970)  563-4156 

Indian  Summer  Festival 
Mikwaukee,  WI  (414)  774-7119 

-September  11  & 12,  1999- 
Nanticoke  Indian  Powwow 
Grand  Rapids,  MI  (616)  364-4697 

Georgina  Island  Traditional  Powwow 
Georgina  Island,  ON  (807)  885-3401 


18th  Annual  Traditional  "Dancing  Towards  the  Future"  Powwow 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada. 


Genonimo  Inutiq  and  lacinda  Kent  : (514)  499-1854 

-September  13  - 19,  1999- 
Treaty  Four  Gathering 
Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 
Heather:  (306)  332-8236 

-September  16  - 19,  1999- 
Schemitzun  99  Intertribal  Powwow 

Mashantucket  Pequot  Reservation,  CT  1-800-224-2676 

-September  18  & 19,  1999- 
Curve  Lake  Annual  Powwow 
Peterborough,  ON  (705)  657-8045 

Treaty  Four  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 

ludy  Pinay:  (306)  332-1874 

-September  23  - 25,  1999- 
Peepeekisis  First  Nations  2nd  Annual  Arts  Festival 
Regina,  SK  (306)  585-8450 

Council  Tree  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Delta,  CO  (800)  874-1741 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
ludy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
AUGUST  1999 

Aug.  27,  28  and  29:  Fort  Kipp  Pow  Wow;  Fort  Kipp, 

MT;  (406)  768-5112  or  (406)  768-3170 

SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  3,  4 and  5:  Poplar  Indian  Days;  Poplar,  MT; 
(406)  768-3826 

Sept.  3 through  6:  WOLF  Clan  Alliance  Pow  Wow;  Cave 
City,  KT;  (502)  749-4002;  wolfsong@scrtc.com 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  Daycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 


OCTOBER  1999 


Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:16:25  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub  j : Fall  Events  -South 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 


INTERSTATE  EVENTS 

Sep.  17-18:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride,  begins  in 
Chattanooga,  TN,  and  ends  in  Waterloo,  AL.  Ride  Schedule:  Meet  at  Ross' 
Landing,  Chattanooga,  leave  at  8:00am  EST  on  Sept.  18;  1st  Stop  - Stevenson, 
AL  [app.  55  miles]  - leave  about  9:00  am  CST;  Stop  #2  - Madison,  AL  [70 
miles]  - halfway  point  & lunch  stop  at  Spencer  Square  & Publix  Shopping 
center  on  Hwy.  20.  Time  to  gas  up  & munch  down.  Trail  of  Tears  Shirts,  Food 
Vendors  nearby.  AL  Flarley-Davidson  just  3 miles  west.  Depart  12:00  noon, CST; 
Stop  #3  - McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL  [app.  85  miles]  - leave  3:00pm  CST; 

End  of  Ride  at  Waterloo,  AL  [20  miles],  at  3:30pm  CST.  Total  distance  (one 
way)  230  miles.  Stay  in  the  right  lane.  Left  lane  is  for  cars,  roadguards  & 
police  escorts.  Ride  staggered  & keep  up  with  the  pack.  Official  Road  Guards 
will  wear  orange  vests  - watch  for  & obey  their  signals.  This  ride  is  police 
escorted  all  the  way. Related  events:  Marietta,  GA  - Earl  Small 
Flarley-Davidson  will  sponsor  the  Charlie  Maxwell  Memorial  Ride,  leaving  the 
dealership  at  noon  on  Sep  17  to  ride  to  Steel  Harley-Davidson  in  Chattanooga 
& the  TOT  departure  point.  Info:  (770)  919-0000;  Chattanooga,  TN  - Steel 
H-D's  All-Day  Kickoff  Party,  Sep.  17,  10am  - until  ...  Everyone  welcome!2136 
Chapman  Road,  (423)  892-4888;  Sheffield,  AL  - Foster  Flarley-Davidson  will 
host  an  Open  Flouse  on  Sep.  17,  and  an  End  of  the  Ride  Party  on  Sep.  18.  Food, 
beverages  & music  all  day.  Everyone  welcome!  Info:  (256)  383-5814; 

Birmingham,  AL  - Group  Ride  to  join  the  main  TOT  caravan,  leaving  6:40am 
from  McDonald's  on  Roebuck  Parkway.  Info:  Perry  White,  Road  Captain,  (205) 
672-0361.  Further  info:  Tennessee  Ride  Leader  & Originator,  Bill  Cason  (423) 
658-5937;  Alabama  Road  Captain,  Terry  Sweet,  (256)  880-5842;  Alabama 
Sponsor/Coordinator,  Jerry  Davis  (256)  259-2509;  Georgia  Road  Captain,  Ken 
Markham  (770)  321-1727.  Website:  www.alabamawaterfowl.org,  or, 
www.inexsys.net  Vendors  interested  in  setting  up  in  Waterloo  should  contact: 
Mayor  Sharon  Baron  (256)  764-3237  or  Janice  Wallace  (256)  764-2709.  There 
will  be  motorcycle-only  parking  on  Main  st.  in  Waterloo,  free  camping  at 
Brush  Creek  & Waterloo  Campgrounds,  a two-day  pow  wow,  and  concert. 


ALABAMA 

Sep.  17-19:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  & Green  Corn  Festival,  Gadsden.  This  event  has 
been  CANCELLED  for  1999. 

Sep.  17-19:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns, 
near  Valley  Flead.  Presented  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama.  HM: 
Tony  Walkingstick;  FIL:  Lisa  Moonfire  Kirchner; FID:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest  Drum: 
Bull  Run  Singers;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  ST:  Moon  Shadow;  Native  Archery 
Demonstrations:  Jimmy  Taylor;  FP:  Tommy  Wildcat  & Larry  Campbell;  Special 
Guests:  Dr.  Tony  McClure,  author  of  Cherokee  Proud,  & Wolf,  Native  American 


recording  artist.  Schedule: Friday  (school  day),  8am-5pm;  Saturday,  10am-9pm; 
Sunday,  10am-5pm.  Admission:  Adults  - $5,  children  6-12  - $2,  under  6, 
handicapped  & seniors  - free.  Camping  Reservations:  Sally  Eastman  (256) 
635-0024.  Host  Motel:  Quality  Inn  - Fort  Payne  (256)  845-4013.  More  info: 
Pretty  Moon  (256)  593-8102  or  Blue  Thunder  (205)  841-5693. 

Sep.  18-19:  Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Waterloo.  HM:  Bill 
Flood,  HL:  Alaura  Pyle;  HD's:  Buffalo  Heart  & White  Horse.  MC:  Gary  Smith; 
Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Event 
Coordinator:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361;  Vendor  contact:  Sharon  Baron  (256) 
764-3237.  Other  info:  Milton  Meade  (256)  245-0361. 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival,Desoto  Caverns  Park, Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto 
Caverns  Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  16-17:  The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  Union  Park 
downtown  Ft.  Payne.  THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS  HD:  Southwind, 

MC:  Gary  Smith;  Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard. 
Event  Coordinator:  Derry  Lang.  Info:  Derry  Lang,  (256)  492-5217 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Sep.  18:  Marion  County  Cultural  Festival,  Ocala.  This  event  features 
Performing  & Visual  Arts,  Educational  Programs,  Food,  and  participation  by 
the  White  Buffalo  Society's  Native  American  Education  Program,  with  Tipi, 
Drum,  Vendors,  etc.  Sponsored  by  the  Ocala  Daycees.  Info:  TheWBSInc@aol.com 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  4-5:  Running  Water  Pow  Wow/Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival, 
Ridge  Ferry  Park,  Rome.  MC:  Richard  Bird  (Cherokee);  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer 
(Cherokee);  HL:  Laretta  Weaver  (Choctaw/Cherokee);  HD:  Bird  Chopper 
(Cherokee,  NC);  AD:  Damie  Pheasant  (Cherokee);  ST:  Fred  Bradley  (Cherokee); 
FP:  Larry  Campbell;  Musical  Entertainment:  Sara  Bird  (Cherokee);  CG:  Native 
American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Along  with  the  Dance  Competition, 
there  will  be  Blow  Gun  & TeePee  Competitions,  Educational  & Cultural 
Programs,  and  brain  tanning  & primitive  skills  demonstrations  by  Richie 
Taylor.  Admission:  Adults  -$5,  Children  13-17  & Seniors-  $3,  Children 

12-under  - Free.  Hours:  10am-10pm  Saturday  (GE:  1pm  & 7pm);  10am-6pm  Sunday 
(GE:  1pm).  Presented  by  Native  American  Preservation  of  Georgia,  PO  Box  565, 
Rome,  GA  30162-0565.  Info:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714  or  506-8336, 
FMBlair@aol.com,  or  Indian_Apache@compuserve.com. 

Sep.  18-19:  Ocmulgee  Indian  Celebration,  Ocmulgee  National  Monument,  Macon 
Hours:  10am-6pm.  Free  Admission.  No  camping  on-site.  This  ancient  site  is 
still  considered  sacred  by  the  Muscogee  Creeks.  Address:  1207  Emory  Highway, 
Macon,  GA  31201.  Info:  (912)  752-8257. 

Sep.  25-26:  Pow  Wow  at  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  katinsal@aol.com 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


KENTUCKY 

Sep.  11-12:  Trail  of  Tears  Pow  Wow,  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park, 
Hopkinsville.  Over  $13,000  in  competition  money,plus  Men's  & Women's  Special 
Fancy  Dance  Competition  on  Saturday  night.  HM:  Michael  Roberts  (Ada,  OK);  HL 
Dawn  Russell  (Cherokee,  NC);  AD/Head  Dudge:  Daniel  Tramper;MC:  Richard  Bird; 
ST:  Fred  Bradley;  HND:  Longhair  (Cherokee,  NC);  HSD:  Goodheart  (Stone 
Mountain,  GA);  FP: Larry  Campbell.  Special  performances  by  the  Tlacopan  Aztec 
Dancers.  GO:  10am  daily;  GE:  1pm  & 6pm,  Saturday;  1pm,  Sunday.  Located  at 
Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park,  Highway  41  (Pembroke  Road),  Hopkinsville, 
KY  42240.  Info:  PO  Box  4027,  Hopkinsville,  KY,  42241-4027,  or  (270) 
886-8033/fax:  886-0034,  www.trailoftears.org,  info@trailoftears.org. 


LOUISIANA 

Sep.  10-12:  Global  Wildlife  Center  Pow  Wow,  Highway  40-West,  Folsom.  Info: 


(504)  796-3585. 


MARYLAND 

Sep.  19-20:  Nause  Wai  wash  Band  of  Indians  Native  American  Festival, 
Sailwinds  Park,  Cambridge.  Info:  (410)  376-3889. 

Sep.  18-19:  AISSI  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Waldorf.  Info:  (301)  588-0617. 


MISSISSIPPI 
No  current  listings. 


MISSOURI 

Sep.  11-12:  American  Indian  Center  of  Mid-America  Pow  Wow,  Jefferson 
Barracks  National  Park,  St.  Loius.  Info:  (314)  773-3316. 

Sep.  17-19:  St.  Francis  River  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Industrial  Park,  Farmington. 
Info:  (573)  756-3658  or  756-8261  after  7pm. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  10-12:  Cherokee  Survivors  Motorcycle  Rally,  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771,  ext.  2822, 
or  cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc.com. 

Sep.  10-12:  Coharie  Pow  Wow,  7531  Hwy.  421  North,  Clinton.  Info:  (910) 
564-6909,  or  Route  3,  Box  304-E,  Clinton,  NC  28328  (910)  592-5488. 

Sep.  17-19:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival  & 

Pow  Wow,  Jaycee  Park,  Greensboro.  Info:  (919)  273-8686. 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community 
College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail. 

Info:  (704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sep.  2-5:  Cherokee  National  Holiday  Celebrations,  Tahlequah.  Several  events 
mark  this  special  occasion,  some  of  which  will  be  spotlighted  below.  For  more 
info,  contact  Cherokee  National  Holiday,  PO  Box  948,  Tahlequah,  OK  74465 
(918)  456-0671,  ext.  2543,  or  (800)  850-0348,  ext.  2543,  or 
webmaster@cherokee.org.  Individual  events  listings  follow: 

Sep.  2:  Music  Fest  - Northeastern  State  University  Fine  Arts  Auditorium, 
7pm-llpm . 

Sep.  3-5:  Cherokee  Artist  Calendar  Signing  - in  the  lobby  of  the  Restaurant 
of  the  Cherokees,  10am-4pm.  Contact:  Linda  Taylor  (918)  456-2793. 

Sep.  3-4:  Gospel  Singing  - Heritage  Center  & Sequoyah  Chapel,  Friday 
6-12pm,  Saturday  l:00pm-l:00am. 

Sep.  3-5:  Softball  Tournament  - Phoenix  Park  & SHS  Softball  Fields.  Starts 
at  6pm  Friday,  and  9am  Saturday  & Sunday. 

Sep.  3:  Stickball  - 12:30  - 2:00pm  on  SHS  Campus. 

Sep.  3:  Stomp  Dance  - 6pm  until  ?,  on  SHS  Campus. 

Sep.  4-5:  Arts  & Crafts  - 8am-8pm,  west  of  Election  Services  Building  & 
Courthouse  Square. 

Sep.  4:  Children's  Fishing  Derby  - at  the  pond  by  the  warehouse, 
7:30am-ll:15am. 

Sep.  4:  Children's  Games  - 1:00  - 4:00pm,  behind  Arts  & Crafts  tent  area, 
west  of  Election  Services  Building. 

Sep.  4:  Cornstalk  Shoot  - 7:30am  - 4:00pm,  west  of  Election  Services 
Building. 

Sep.  4:  Fiddler's  Contest  - llam-3pm.  Talking  Leaves  Job  Corps  gym. 

Sep.  4:  Golf  Tourament  - Crosswinds  Golf  Course,  SHS  Campus,  time  TBA. 

Sep.  4:  Holiday  Run  - SHS  Softball  Fields,  7:30am. 

Sep.  4:  Original  Enrolee  Reception  - Tribal  Council  Chambers,  l:00-3:00pm. 

Sep.  4:  Horseshoe  pitch  - Time  & place  TBA. 

Sep.  4:  State  of  the  Nation  Address  & Living  Treasures  Awards  - noon,  on 


the  Courthouse  Square. 

Sep.  4:  Veteran's  Reception  - 4pm,  Tahlequah  Community  Building. 

Sep.  4-5:  Volleyball  Tournament  - SHS  Campus  & Talking  Leaves  lob  Corps, 
7:30am  - 3:00am. 

Sep.  5:  Free  Feed  - 1:00pm,  tent  next  to  Election  Board  Office. 

Sep.  5:  Sunday  Morning  Worship  - SHS  Chapel,  10am  - noon. 

TBA:  Marble  Tournament  - Site  & time  not  yet  determined. 

Sep.  3-4:  Cherokee  National  Floliday  Pow  Wow,  Cultural  Grounds,  Tahlequah. 
MC:  lake  Chanate  (Kiowa);  WS:  Seminole  Nation  Flonor  Guard;  Flost  Gourd  Clan: 
N.E.  Tai-Piah  Society;  HM : Zack  Morris  (Sac  & Fox/Pawnee);  H L : Keri  Bread 
(Comanche/Blackfoot/Assiniboine) ; FIS:  Kelly  Anquoe  (Kiowa/Cherokee);  AD's: 
Stanley  lohn  (Navaho),  Mark  Wilson  (Cherokee),  lohn  Flummingbird  (Cherokee), 
Mike  Killer  (Cherokee).  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm-7pm, Gourd  Dancing  & Contestant 
Registration;  7:30pm,  GE;  Saturday,  2pm-5pm,  Gourd  Dancing;  5pm-6:30pm, 
Supper  Break;  7:30pm,  GE.  Parking:  $3  per  car  per  night.  General  info:  (918) 
456-0671,  ext.  2310,  or,  (800)  256-0671,  ext.  2310. 

Sep.  4-5:  Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Pow  Wow,  at  Colony  Park,  Colony.  Info:  (405) 
323-3542  or  323-4877. 

Sep.  4-5:  Eufaula  Pow  Wow,  Eastside  Park,  Eufaula.  Info:  (918)  689-5066. 
Sep.  4-5:  Ottawa  Pow  Wow  & Celebration,  Adawe  Park,  Miami.  Info:  (918) 
540-1536. 

Sep.  4-5:  Labor  day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Caddo  Tribal  Grounds,  Binger.  Info: 
(405)  656-2344. 

Sep.  10-12:  Seminole  Nation  Days  Pow  Wow,  Mekusukey  Mission,  Wewoka.  Info: 
(405)  257-6287  or  257-6691. 

Sep.  18-19:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Bartlesville.  Info:  (918)  336-2781. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  3-5:  Healing  Arts  Festival,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Thomas  House,  520 
East  Main  St.  (Hwy.  151),  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Although  not  a Native 
American  event,  per  se,  this  festival  is  open  to  Native  vendors,  craftsmen 
& lecturers.  There  will  be  speakers,  music,  entertainment,  crafts,  food, 
children's  activities  & more.  Hours:  Friday,  noon  - 10pm;  Saturday, 

10am-10pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 3pm.  Free  admission.  Bands  on  Friday  will  be 
playing  rock,  country,  & 50's  family-style  music.  Acts  include  31-E  at  3pm 
Saturday,  and  Easy  Rider  from  5-6pm.  Speakers  on  Saturday  include:  Alfred  & 
Dorothy  Bates  of  Summertown,  TN,  authors  of  a book  on  Y2K  Living,  speaking 
on  survival  skills  & simple  living;  Bob  & lean  Hayes  on  organic  farming; 
Crossville,  TN,  herbalist,  lohn  Warner;  Marilyn  Green,  a midwife  from 
Carthage,  TN;  lim  Calloway,  herbalist  from  Franklin,  TN  will  speak  on  flower 
essences;  Nashville's  Tanya  Kell  will  touch  on  homeopathic  remedies;  Carey 
Casey,  from  Georgia,  will  lecture  on  reflexology;  Gina  Page,  of  Virginia, 
will  talk  about  emotional  healing  & kinesiology.  Other  guests  include 
Nashville  colon  hygienest  beborah  Meehan  of  Nashville,  and  reflexologist 
Howard  Daily.  There  are  openings  for  food  & crafts  vendors  & natural  & Native 
medicine  practitioners . Info : Wanda  (615)  666-7210  or  Jennifer  (615)  666-7738 

Sep.  11-12:  Cherokee  Arts  & Crafts  Festival,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Sequoyah 
Birthplace  Museum,  Citco  Road,  Vonore.  Includes  Indian  dances,  music,  food, 
plus  native  American  & Appalachian  hand-made  crafts  & products.  Info: 

Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  PO  Box  69,  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246.  Open 
year  round,  9am-5pm  Mon. -Sat, & noon  - 5pm  on  Sundays  [closed  on  Thanksgiving 
& Christmas].  Operated  by  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians. 

Sep.  24-26:  Middle  Tennessee  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Dames  E.  Ward  Agricultural 
Center  on  the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615) 
444-4899  or  Cindy  Yahola  443-1537. 


TEXAS 

Sep.  8-9:  Grand  Prairie  Championship  Pow  Wow,  Trader's  Village,  2606 
Mayfield  Road,  Grand  Prairie.  Info:  (214)  647-2331. 


VIRGINIA 

Sep.  11:  Indian  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Martinsville.  Info:  (703) 


666-8600. 

Sep.  24-26:  Spirit  of  the  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Crozet.  Info:  (804)  946-0421. 
Sep.  25-26:  Chickahominy  Native  American  Festival,  Providence  Forge.  Info 
(804)  829-2186  or  829-6333. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Sep.  25-26:  AAIWV  & ANI  Flomecoming  Pow  Wow,  at  Camp  Washington  Carver, 
Fayette.  HM : Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL : Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony 
Jennings;  Drums:  Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor  info:  Wayne 
Appleton  (304)  342-0884;  general  info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Flost 
Drum,  FIND  - Flost  Northern  Drum,  FISD:  Flost  Southern  Drum,  FIM : Flead  Man,  FI L 
- Flead  Lady,  FIG:  Flead  Gourd  Dancer,  FIS:  Flead  Singer,  FIFI : Flost  Motel/Flotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Flead  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

Marsha  Monestersky,  Aqiimuk,  Beth/Black  Mesa  Projects/ISCO,  Janet  Smith, 
Larry  Innes,  Robert  Dorman,  Just  an  Old  Man,  Antoinette  Claypoole, 

Johnny  Rustywire,  Celine  Vaquer,  Ron  Andrade,  Bill  Brady,  Dale  Mitchell, 
Dee,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Debra  Sanders,  Jordan  S.  Dill 


From  gans@netcom.com  Fri  Sep  3 10:43:48  1999 
Date:  Tue,  31  Aug  1999  17:40:47  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.036 
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Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L  Innu-L,  Triballaw  & Minn-Ind 
Lists;  A-Infos  News;  KOLA  Newslist;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //www. a z star net . com/ pub lie /dnews/128- 6465 . html 
http : //www. migrations . com/blackmesa/blackmesa . html 
http: //www. oklahoman . com / cgi-bin/ shart Prehives 
http : //www. bill ingsgazette . com / region/990827_reg05 .html 
http : //www. a rgus leader . com / news/Sat urdayf eat u re . shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution.  Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 
http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 


be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"The  occupation  forces  came  among  us  and  after  learning,  from  our 
grandparents,  how  to  plant  and  survive,  they  turned  against  our 
grandparents  and  first  began  to  impose  their  systems  and  then  later 
eliminated  our  grandparents  and  relatives  and  took  the  land  and 
resources  that  belong  to  us." 

"We  are  not  in  their  land,  the  occupation  forces  are  in  our  lands" 

"One  of  the  crimes  that  is  never  forgiven  is  the  stealing  of  land, 
of  another  person's  home" 

Lalihwisaks,  Oneida  - editorial  comments  SHENANDOAH  Newsletter 

Vol  25,  No  1 ...  736  West  Oklahoma  Street,  Appleton  WI  54914 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  i 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

j Dourney  | 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

l | 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  issue's  editorial  is  devoted  to  three  emails  received  this  past  week, 
each  important  in  its  own  way.  One  asks  that  we  reach  out  to  relatives  in 
need,  one  speaks  to  the  need  to  offer  prayer  in  a good  way  - even  for  those 
who  have  stood  against  us,  and  one  addresses  the  need  to  give  our  youth  a 
chance  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop. 


It  isn't  that  long  before  the  cleansing  winds  from  the  North  comes  to  our 
relatives  in  the  Dakotas.  As  you  can  see  from  the  message  I received  this 
is  especially  grim,  since  many  still  have  no  homes  after  the  tornados  swept 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


through  Pine  Ridge  over  a month  ago.  Help  is  desperately  needed. 


Besides  the  OST  tribal  offices: 

Oglala  Sioux  Tribe 
c/o  HAROLD  SALWAY 
PO  BOX  H 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

Two  others  you  can  send  assistance  through  are  as  follows: 

Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)  778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

Clay  labors  throughout  the  year,  helping  many  on  a number  of  Dakota, 
Wyoming  and  Montana  Reservations  with  but  a pittance  of  support,  primarily 
at  Christmas. 

Pathways  to  Spirit 
4307  Goldeneye  Drive 
Fort  Collins,  CO  80526 
(970)  282-8573 

Web  Site:  http: //www. pathways -to -spirit . necaweb.com/howreach . htm 
e-mail:  pathways@webaccess.net. 

This  group  provides  trailer  houses  for  the  towing  cost,  and  other 
essential  needs.  There  is  a GREAT  need  for  housing  replacement  at  this 
time.  The  last  time  I checked  towing  and  setup  was  $1500  per  unit. 


Date:  Thu,  26  Aug  1999  14:28:09  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Candy  Graff  <timpsila99@yahoo . com> 

Sub  j : Oglala  tornado  relief 

Gary 

Didn't  know  it  you  would  be  interested  since  I'm  a new  subscriber  and 
all  but  I just  returned  from  Pine  Ridge, South  Dakota  and  discovered 
many, many  Oglala  still  without  homes  living  in  campers  and  some  still  in 
tents!!  FEMA  is  working  but  so  slow.  Some  families  staying  at  Loneman 
school  had  to  leave  because  school  was  starting.  One  elder  just  cried 
she  wanted  to  go  home.  One  occasion  she  will  stay  with  family  members 
in  a tent  on  her  property  just  to  feel  the  presence  of  her  home  even 
though  it's  all  gone. 

Anyway  I thought  since  I was  sitting  here  I would  throw 
that  out..  Candy  Graff 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Date:  August  30,  1999 
From:  AIMN3SG  <AIMN3SG@webtv.net> 

Sub j : Camp  Dustice:  Message  From  Matt  Sherman  on  Site 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Message  of  August  22,  1999  from  Matt  Sherman  on  site. 

Please  distribute  widely. 

On  Friday  night  the  Sheriff  of  Sheridan  County's  (White  Clay) 
son  died  in  a tragic  car  accident.  The  organizers  of  Camp  Dustice 
are  requesting  prayers  for  him  and  his  family. 

Good  News!  A Nebraska  Dudge  ruled  White  Clay  legally  part 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  The  case  will  be  heard 
in  St.  Louis  Federal  Court,  to  revert  the  land  back  to  the  tribe. 

No  court  date  has  been  set  as  of  yet. 


Supplies  and  Donations:  are  not  getting  to  Camp  Justice. 

If  you  can  arrange  for  personal  delivery  to  Camp  Justice  it 
would  be  appreciated. 

Matt  Sherman 

Prison  Liaison 

American  Indian  Movement 

Feel  free  to  visit  our  web  site. 

American  Indian  Movement 

Support  Group  of  New  Jersey 

URL : http://www.angelfire.com/nj/AIMSG/ 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Camp  Justice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.O.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 
Phone:  (605)  867-5821 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Date:  Mon,  30  Aug  1999  17:01:09  +0200 
From:  Stephane  Bouissou  <bouissou@dstu.univ-montp2.fr> 

I send  you  this  message  because  my  wife,  who  is  a teacher  in  France,  try 
to  find  a Indian  school  in  United  States  or  in  Canada  who  could  be 
interested  in  corresponding  with  her  class.  The  main  problem  is  that  the 
children  of  her  school,  who  are  between  7 and  12  years  old,  speak  only 
French.  If  you  have  any  idea  about  where  I can  find  information  about  a 
school  of  Indian  children  who  speak  French  please  let  me  known. 

Thank  you  in  advance. 

My  address  is: 

Stephane  Bouissou 
Residence  24,  bat  E,  Apt  503 
3 rue  du  Dahomey 
34090  Montpellier 
France 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30367,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
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RE:  Military  Goes  to  War  in  Chiapas 


Date:  Wed,  25  Aug  1999  22:32:25  -0500  (CDT) 
From:  Mark  Connolly  <mark. connolly@pmail . net> 
Sub  j : Mexico:  Military  Goes  to  War  in  Chiapas 


A-INFOS  NEWS  SERVICE 
http: //www. a infos . ca/ 

Originally  published  in  Spanish  by  La  lornada 


Translated  by  irlandesa 
La  Dornada 

Thursday,  August  19,1999. 

Military  Blockade  in  Amador  Hernandez  Reinforced, 

Payan:  the  Government  Goes  to  War; 

PAN  Criticizes  "Military  Escalation" 

Hermann  Bellinghausen,  correspondent . 

Amador  Hernandez,  Chiapas 
August  18. 

At  the  current  moment,  the  situation  in  this  Selva  ejido  is  grave,  tense 
and  complicated.  A detachment  of  500  Mexican  Army  troops,  made  up  of  elite 
troops  and  Military  Police,  are  keeping  the  access  blocked  leading  to  the 
road  that  joins  Amador  Hernandez  with  San  Quintin,  where  the  chiapaneco 
government  and  the  soldiers  are  trying  - at  all  costs  - to  build  a highway. 

Hundreds  of  tzeltal  indigenous  from  the  region  have  been  holding,  for 
seven  days  now,  a protest  sit-in  at  the  entrance  to  the  community,  which  is 
also  the  entrance  to  the  vast  and  splendid  Amador  Valley,  at  the  foot  of 
the  San  Felipe  Sierra,  in  the  Montes  Azules. 

Two  groups  of  students  have  now  joined  in  the  sit-in,  the  majority  from 
the  ENAH  [National  School  of  Anthropology  and  History].  Nonetheless, 
Governor  Albores'  press  offices  have  decreed  that  they  are  the  fearsome 
"ultras"  from  the  UNAM  , who  are  "manipulating"  the  indigenous,  so  lazy  and 
stupid,  poor  little  things,  led,  according  to  the  outlandish  version,  by 
that  well-known  student  leader,  Ofelia  Medina. 

And  so,  then,  the  slander,  the  media  lynching  and  the  threats  have  turned 
their  sights  on  civil  society,  most  of  them  from  the  Federal  District,  who 
went  there  in  order  to  support  the  indigenous  resistance. 

After  moments  of  great  tension  and  scenes  of  indignation  on  the  part  of 
the  indigenous,  the  sit-in  by  the  Zapatistas  took  an  unexpected  turn  today. 
The  sticks  were  followed  by  tear  gas  and  the  building  of  impenetrable 
barriers  of  a camp  in  continuous  use. 

This  morning,  hundreds  of  tzeltal  men  and  women,  with  their  faces 
uncovered  and  armed  with  sticks  that  also  serve  them  as  walking  sticks  in 
the  well-trodden  mud,  appeared  in  front  of  the  blockade  the  federal  Army  is 
maintaining,  armed  with  flowers  - the  fantastic  orchids,  violets,  birds  of 
paradise  and  wild  gardenias  of  the  Selva  Lacandona  - and  they  hung  them 
along  the  sharp  barbed  wire  of  the  barrier,  that  today  dawned  double  (one 
spiral  over  the  other).  Then,  they  tied  colored  balloons  to  those  lines. 
They  sang  Las  Mananitas  to  the  soldiers.  Cartas  Marcadas,  by  Pedro  Infante, 
and  various  Catholic  hymns  in  tzeltal. 

But  the  circumstances  are  dramatic.  The  wounded  and  gassed  now  number 
ten.  More  than  300  indigenous  mobilized,  and  more  than  several  thousand 
indigenous  affected  by  the  overwhelming  and  sudden  military  occupation. 

An  incessant  thunder  of  helicopters  assaults  the  Selva  with  its  strong 
wind.  Their  engines  are  never  turned  off,  all  the  take-offs  and  landings 
are  done  on  the  run,  like  in  a war  movie. 

But  this  is  not  a movie.  Nor  an  ad  campaign.  It  is  truly  an  invasion. 

"It's  a provocation,"  says  Abel,  a zapatista  representative  from  Amador 
Hernandez,  with  no  beating  around  the  bush. 

Now  they  are  saying  that  they  are  blocking  the  road.  But  it  was  the 
reverse.  Since  August  12,  the  federal  Army  has  been  occupying  ejidal  lands 
and  keeping  the  road  closed.  Since  then,  and  since  the  siege,  the 
tzeltales,  EZLN  support  bases,  have  been  protesting  in  many  ways  and  with 
everything  against  them. 

A veil  of  outlandish  and  doctored  reports  are  covering  up  the  attacks 


against  the  campesinos.  Perhaps  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 
public  has  had  its  attention  turned  elsewhere  of  late,  and  not  here,  to  the 
last  corner,  the  most  distant  and  solitary  of  the  patria:  Amador  Hernandez 
in  the  Amador  Valley,  Emiliano  Zapata  rebel  municipality  (and  the 
constitutional  one  of  Ocosingo),  Chiapas,  Mexico,  August  of  1999. 

The  Occupation  From  the  Beginning 

A hundred  soldiers  and  an  engineer  suddenly  arrived  in  the  community,  out 
of  nowhere,  to  this  place  that  is  seven  hours  away  "by  Indian  foot,"  from 
San  Quintin,  and,  since  it's  the  rainy  period,  spectacularly  muddy.  It  was 
Wednesday,  August  11.  To  the  campesinos'  surprise,  the  visitors  bought 
supplies  in  the  store,  walked  through  the  village,  and  the  engineer  took 
some  measurements.  Then  they  left.  What  was  curious  is  that  no  one  had 
known  they  were  coming  down  the  road,  they  simply  appeared. 

That  night,  a new  moon,  was  completely  dark.  On  the  dawn  of  Thursday, 
the  12th,  two  kilometers  from  the  village,  on  Amador  Hernandez  ejidal  lands, 
the  first  campesinos  who  went  out  to  the  fields  discovered  that  they  could 
not  get  through  the  road  that  leads  south,  to  Nuevo  Chapultepec  and  San 
Quintin,  all  along  the  edge  of  the  Montes  Azules  biosphere  reserve.  A 
cordon  of  soldiers  were  blocking  the  way. 

At  one  side,  towards  the  east,  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  the  hundred 
visitors  from  the  previous  day  had  erected  a makeshift  camp,  and  they  had 
spent  the  night  there.  Starting  in  the  early  hours  of  the  12th,  the 
soldiers  set  about  the  task  of  cutting  down  a circular  area,  resulting,  a 
few  hours  later,  in  a clearing,  that  ended  up  being  a heliport. 

And  successive  waves  of  helicopters  began  arriving,  transporting  troops, 
supplies  and  axes,  many  axes.  To  be  doing  this  at  the  very  threshold  of 
the  Montes  Azules  is  to  be  saying  the  wrong  thing. 

Dozens  of  times  a day,  since  last  Thursday  through  today,  the  thunderous 
and  extremely  violent  din  of  the  machinery  silences  the  Selva  for 
interminable  minutes.  They  are  no  longer  bringing  troops,  but  they  are 
bringing  kilometers  of  coiled  barbed  wire,  that  is  double-edged  and  razor 
sharp.  Each  helicopter  that  lands  brings  - in  addition  to  hundreds  of  cans 
of  Cocoa  Cola  and  of  Ciel  water  - fruit,  ref rigerators,  motors,  boxes,  and 
two  or  three  rolls  of  that  frightening  wire.  They  need  up  to  ten  men  just 
to  unload  them. 

But  the  history,  like  all  histories,  had  begun  before,  exactly  one  week 
back,  on  Wednesday,  the  4th.  Starting  on  that  day  there  had  been  intense, 
continuous  and  low  flights  by  military  helicopters  over  this  tzeltal 
village  of  609  residents. 

Or,  rather,  the  calm  had  already  been  lost.  But  it  was  on  the  12th,  when 
they  found  their  only  access  to  the  outside  blocked  off,  that  the  residents 
of  Amador  Hernandez  went  out  into  the  road  to  protest. 

Days  before,  one  of  many  helicopters  landed  on  the  crude  landing  strip 
that  crosses  the  village,  where  it  remained,  without  turning  off  its 
engines.  No  one  came  out.  Then  it  lifted  up  in  flight,  ripping  the  clinic 
roof,  in  addition  to  knocking  down  the  kitchen  of  an  ARIC  family,  and 
leaving  several  houses  without  their  palm  roofs. 

It  was  the  preamble  to  the  military  occupation  that  now  appears  to  have 
been  consummated.  The  explanation  that  the  federal  Army  and  the  Chiapas 
government  is  giving  is  that  the  operation  is  in  order  to  "protect"  the 
topographers  who  are  taking  the  measurements  for  the  Nuevo 
Chapultepec-Amador  Hernandez  stretch  of  road.  It  so  happens  that  the 
zapatista  support  bases  of  this  community,  in  the  Emiliano  Zapata 
Autonomous  Municipality,  are  opposed  to  this  road,  that  they  did  not  ask 
for  it. 

Those  from  the  ARIC-Independent  in  the  same  town  were  in  agreement,  but, 
upon  seeing  the  aerial  invasion,  they  changed  their  minds,  and  they  have 
now  notified  the  federal  Army  and  Governor  Albores'  envoys  that  they  do  not 
want  the  road. 

Too  late.  It  does  not  matter  that  the  residents  of  the  different 
surrounding  communities  (Pichucalco,  Guanal,  Plan  de  Guadalupe  and  others) 
are  also  opposed.  The  government  has  already  said  it  will  not  take  one 
step  backwards. 


The  Hour  of  the  Gas 

A hundred  Zapatistas  carried  out  the  first  protests,  men,  women  and  even 
children,  throughout  the  day  of  the  12th,  at  the  entrance  that  the  federal 
Army  assault  troops  had  chosen  to  make  their  advance. 

On  Friday,  the  13th,  when  there  were  already  500  soldiers  positioned 
there,  the  cordon  of  military  police  that  were  blocking  the  way  already  had 
anti-riot  helmets  and  shields.  There  were  more  and  more  indigenous,  from 
other  communities.  Amid  cries  against  the  Army  and  militarization,  vivas 
to  the  EZLN,  and  all  kinds  of  messages  in  tzeltal  and  Spanish,  the  soldiers 
ears  were  covered,  silently  and  firmly.  Behind  them,  the  flurry  of 
helicopters  and  the  occupation  of  large  areas  of  land  by  the  soldiers 
continued  without  let  up. 

That  night,  the  EZLN  support  bases  set  up  - yes  - a makeshift  guard  camp, 
made  up  of  simple,  low  plastic  roofs,  and  bonfires,  on  a promontory  just 
above  the  entrance  occupied  by  the  federates. 

Some  30  young  persons  also  arrived  that  night,  from  La  Realidad,  after 
having  walked  twelve  hours  from  San  Quintin.  They  were  mostly  students 
from  the  National  School  of  Anthropology,  a few  from  the  UNAM,  and  the 
actress  Ofelia  Medina. 

They  were  the  first  of  two  groups  of  participants  from  the  National 
Encuentro  in  Defense  of  the  Cultural  Heritage  in  La  Realidad,  who  had 
organized  in  order  to  go  to  that  distant  village  in  serious  trouble. 

The  50  kilometers  of  Selva  that  separates  La  Realidad  from  Amador 
Hernandez  are,  by  land,  a terrible  trip.  The  residents  of  the  ejido 
received  the  civil  observers  in  the  community's  school,  they  fed  them,  let 
them  rest  their  feet,  which  were  a wreck,  and  rest  themselves  after  the 
crossing. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  14th,  the  students  accompanied  the 
zapatista  residents  of  Amador  Hernandez  to  the  entrance  the  federal  Army 
had  been  (and  was)  guarding,  and  they  began  the  second  day  of  protest. 

The  mud  was  growing  heavy  under  the  restless  footsteps  of  the  hundreds  of 
persons,  shouting  with  all  their  might  at  the  soldiers.  From  a loudspeaker 
being  run  from  a car  battery,  came  the  speeches  of  the  men  and  women  who 
stepped  up  to  the  microphone. 

The  anti-riot  military  police,  equipped  with  belts  with  small  canisters 
of  paralyzing  gas,  that,  according  to  the  label,  are  deadly  weapons. 

Meanwhile,  the  campesinos,  armed  with  sticks,  began  striking  the  shields 
of  the  troops  with  growing  force,  for  several  hours.  The  indigenous  women 
were  the  bravest. 

Then,  two  more  helicopters  landed,  with  50  more  soldiers  and  a journalist 
taking  photographs. 

Throughout  this  entire  time,  the  soldiers  were  rigorously  filming  and 
photographing  the  indigenous  and  the  students.  The  officials  were  pointing 
at  some  of  them.  From  behind  the  cordon  of  military  police,  a soldier 
appeared,  pointed  at  one  of  the  ENAH  students  threateningly,  crouched  down, 
and  then  reappeared  with  a tear  gas  canister  that  he  fired  at  the  young 
man,  who  felt  as  if  he  had  been  blinded  and  who  suffered  an  incredible 
burning  of  the  flesh,  especially  on  his  left  arm,  which  had  been  the  one  he 
had  raised  to  protect  his  face. 

It  was  the  signal.  Other  soldiers  repeated  the  same  operation  against  the 
indigenous,  who,  with  their  faces  covered  with  scarves  and  ski-masks,  did 
not  stop  shouting. 

During  the  struggle,  some  of  the  soldiers  were  also  hurt. 

The  indigenous  women  affected  by  the  gas  cried  out  in  pain,  saying  "Ay,  I 
am  dying,  I am  dying." 

Their  companeros  led  them  to  the  river,  a few  meters  away  from  the 
quagmire  where  they  had  been,  and  washed  off  their  eyes  and  bodies.  The 
men,  equally  affected,  were  more  stoical  in  their  suffering,  but  they  were 
also  very  badly  off. 

That  night  another  30  students  and  professors  arrived,  also  on  foot,  from 
San  Quintin. 

Some  students  joined  in  the  indigenous  watch  at  the  promontory  at  the  edge 
of  a field.  And  it  rained  oceans.  Selva-like. 

The  military  camp,  at  that  point,  was  no  longer  makeshift  in  the 
slightest . 


It  was  now  another  village,  with  shops  and  other  company  facilities, 
trenches,  parapets,  and  the  previously  mentioned,  and  hectic,  heliport. 

The  Other  Blockade 

On  Monday,  August  16,  when  they  returned  in  the  morning  to  the  muddy 
entrance  where  the  Army  was,  the  campesinos  and  students  found  a pole 
fence,  well  put  together,  across  the  entire  road.  Behind  it,  a spiral  of 
the  barbed  wire  the  helicopters  had  brought,  and,  further  back,  a line  - no 
longer  of  military  police  - but  of  combat  troops. 

The  heliport  was  surrounded  in  the  same  way. 

Behind  the  barriers  put  up  by  the  federal  Army  were  Governor  Albores' 
civil  representatives.  Public  Ministry  Agent  Miguel  Angel  Utrilla  Robles 
and  the  Colonel  in  charge  of  the  operation. 

Then  numerous  campesinos  from  the  ARIC-Independent  reached  the  town  of 
Amador  Hernandez.  They  crossed  through  the  military  circle  and  met  with 
Ivan  Camacho,  who  later  introduced  himself  to  this  correspondent  as 
Governor  Albores  "political  operative."  They  also  delivered  a document  in 
which  ARIC  members  from  this  and  other  communities  withdrew  their  request 
for  the  road. 

They  displayed  a banner  demanding  the  withdrawal  of  the  federal  Army, 
and  they  returned  to  their  communities.  Meanwhile,  the  protest  by  the 
zapatistas,  students  and  people  from  civil  society,  continued,  with  shouts, 
vituperations  and  speeches. 

The  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  17th,  they  went  to  the  entrance  again,  now 
a huge  bog,  constantly  trampled,  the  earth  renewed  each  night  by  the 
downpours,  and  each  day  by  the  feet,  generally  bare  (even  those  of  the 
students) . 

Towards  noon.  Army  helicopters  brought  in  a large  pool  of  reporters  from 
various  media,  especially  print.  Some  of  them  crossed  over  the  barrier  of 
barbed  wire  and  poles  to  talk  with  the  dissidents,  but  they  were  received 
with  mistrust,  even  rejected.  Nonetheless,  the  journalists  took  pictures 
and  notes,  and  went  back  to  where  they  had  come  from. 

Some  of  them  were  dispatched  to  Nuevo  Chapultepec,  PRI  community,  where 
Antonio  Chulin  Mendez,  forewarned  by  the  military  ("the  general  is  going  to 
be  coming,"  they  had  told  him,  a farmworker  from  that  town  had  revealed  to 
La  Dornada),  stated  that  they  did  want  the  road,  that  a short  time  before 
two  children  had  died  due  to  the  lack  of  timely  medical  attention. 
Regardless,  the  stretch  of  road  that  will  serve  Nuevo  Chapultepec  is  not 
being  blocked  by  anyone,  since  it  is  further  "outside"  the  Selva.  In  fact, 
the  road  from  San  Quintin  ends  in  Amador  Hernandez. 

It  was  by  way  of  that  road  - perhaps  one  of  these  days,  a highway  - that 
we  journalists  from  La  Dornada  arrived,  until  we  ran  into  a guard  of 
soldiers  from  the  federal  Army  that  prevented  us  from  going  through.  From 
further  ahead  - less  than  one  kilometer  of  dense  jungle  away  - the  cries  of 
hundreds  of  voices  could  be  heard,  shouting  vivas  to  the  EZLN  and  to 
Subcomandante  Marcos. 

A lieutenant,  in  charge  of  the  post,  told  us:  "You  can't  pass  thorough, 

this  is  a military  occupation."  He  immediately  told  us  we  should  look  for 

a path  in  order  to  gain  access  to  the  village. 

We  were  not  in  a good  mood,  and  we  were  tired  and  up  to  here  in  sweat, 

but  we  looked  for  the  path.  To  no  avail.  We  were  then  insistent  with  the 
soldiers,  claiming  our  rights  in  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution,  to 
freedom  of  movement. 

Then  there  appeared  a young  Colonel  and  Ivan  Camacho  Zenteno,  director  of 
Political  Affairs  for  the  state  Department  of  Government,  and  they  kindly 
led  us  around  the  new  heliport,  in  such  a way  that  we  would  not  be 
following  the  road. 

And  we  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  looking  glass. 
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— "RE:  Urgent  Action  on  Chiapas"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Aug  1999  21:59:47  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "Mexico  Solidarity  Network"  <msn@mexicosolidarity .org> 

(by  way  of  Michael  Eisenscher  <meisenscher@igc .org>) 

Sub j : Urgent  Action  on  Chiapas 

To:  US  Civil  Society 

From:  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 

Re:  Request  for  urgent  action  regarding  recent  events  in  Chiapas 
Over  the  past  two  weeks  there  has  been  an  alarming  increase  in 
militarization  and  a near  state  of  siege  in  indigenous  communities  in 
Chiapas,  Mexico.  The  following  letter,  signed  by  thirteen  non-governmental 
organizations  in  Chiapas,  requests  our  urgent  assistance.  The  situation  is 
critical  and  appears  to  be  deteriorating.  Following  the  letter  is  a set  of 
recommended  actions.  Please  act  today. 

To  national  and  international  civil  society 

To  national  and  international  human  rights  organizations 

Since  August  14,  the  Mexican  army  has  sent  10,000  soldiers  into  new  camps 
in  the  Lacandon  Dungle.  For  the  first  time  since  1994,  the  army  has 
penetrated  the  Montes  Azules  biosphere  where  the  general  command  of  the 
EZLN  is  presumed  to  live.  Approximately  thirty  communities  in  the  region 
are  in  a virtual  state  of  siege.  Army  troops  attacked  the  inhabitants  of 
Amador  Hernandez  in  the  municipality  of  Ocosingo  with  US-made  tear  gas, 
wounding  several  indigenous  men  and  women.  Access  to  the  community  has  been 
obstructed,  even  for  the  people  who  live  there.  The  army  has  taken 
possession  of  lands  near  the  community  and  has  surrounded  them  with  barbed 
wire.  The  community  is  being  terrorized  by  constant  airplane  and  helicopter 
flights  over  the  area  and  by  the  presence  of  Public  Security  forces. 

On  Thursday  August  19,  PRI  supporters  from  Taniperlas  detained  three 
members  of  the  Fray  Bartolome'  Human  Rights  Center,  who  were  on  their  way  to 
investigate  the  arbitrary  detention  of  three  people  from  the  community  Viejo 
Velasco.  One  of  the  community  members,  Pedro  Gomez  Aguilar,  has  been  missing 
since  Duly  23.  The  PRI  supporters  detained  the  human  rights  workers  for  two 
hours,  threatening  them  and  repeating  xenophobic  rhetoric  such  as  "you  are 
foreigners  and  are  coming  to  impede  the  progress  of  this  area,"  even  though 
the  detainees  were  all  Mexican.  The  PRI  members  also  told  the  human  rights 
workers  that  only  the  Ocosingo  municipal  authorities  could  give  permission 
to  travel  through  that  area,  and  if  they  tried  to  enter  again  without 
authorization  they  would  have  to  pay  the  consequences.  Finally,  the  PRI 
supporters  gave  them  half  an  hour  to  leave,  threatening  that  if  they  did 
not,  members  of  the  community  would  burn  their  vehicle. 

On  August  21,  a Mexican  doctor  and  two  foreign  human  rights  observers 
were  brutally  beaten  by  a group  of  PRI  supporters  who  were  blocking  the 
road  immediately  after  a military  checkpoint  in  the  community  of  Vicente 
Guerrero,  municipality  of  Las  Margaritas.  The  PRI  supporters  sexually 
assaulted  the  female  doctor.  So  far,  no  authority  has  responded  to  the 
formal  complaints  filed. 

The  substitute  governor  of  Chiapas,  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  has  mounted 
xenophobic  campaign.  In  an  unprecedented  act,  the  xenophobia  has  even  been 
directed  at  Mexican  citizens,  as  in  the  aforementioned  cases.  Officials  have 
also  threatened  to  expel  from  Chiapas  Mexican  actress  Ofelia  Medina,  who  is 
known  for  her  strong  work  around  human  rights  abuses.  The  National  Institute 
of  Immigration  has  increased  its  presence  at  checkpoints  on  the  roads  to 
indigenous  communities  and  is  expelling  many  foreigners  using  the  so-called 
"definitive  departure  order."  It  is  also  worrisome  that  this  week 
Immigration  agents  have  been  visiting  hotels  in  San  Cristobal,  searching 
for  names  and  room  numbers  of  tourists  in  order  to  give  them  citations. 

Army  troops  have,  on  many  occasions,  violated  the  Mexican  Constitution. 
Examples  include  violations  of  the  right  to  free  transit,  free  expression 


and  article  129,  which  states:  "In  peace-time,  no  military  authority  can 
carry  out  functions  other  than  those  that  have  a direct  connection  to 
military  discipline.  There  will  only  be  permanent  and  fixed  military 
commanders  in  the  bases,  forts,  and  military  warehouses  that  are  directly 
dependent  on  the  federal  government  or  in  the  camps,  barracks,  and  deposits 
that  are  established,  outside  of  population  centers,  to  station  troops."  The 
army  is  also  violating  its  own  Military  lustice  Code.  No  sanctions  have  been 
applied  by  Executive,  Legislative  or  Dudicial  authorities  and  no  one  has 
been  prosecuted  for  these  violations.  In  fact,  these  government  officials 
have  been  co-participants  in  the  unconstitutional  operations,  maintaining  a 
climate  of  terror  in  indigenous  communities.  At  the  same  time,  the  state 
government  is  agitating  PRI  militants  from  indigenous  communities  to  block 
roads  and  prevent  national  and  international  observation  in  areas  where  the 
most  grave  injustices  have  occurred,  so  no  witnesses  can  attest  to  these 
human  rights  violations. 

We  respectfully  and  urgently  call  for  visitors,  observers  or  accompaniers 
for  the  above-mentioned  indigenous  communities,  in  order  to  restrain  the 
repressive  actions  orchestrated  by  the  federal  government  and  carried  out 
by  the  state  government  and  members  of  the  Mexican  National  Army. 

Experience  and  history  confirm  that  the  presence  of  observers,  both 
national  and  international,  help  to  prevent  massacres  and  repression. 
Moreover,  individuals  have  the  right  to  carry  out  human  rights  observation 
under  the  UN  Convention  on  Human  Rights,  which  has  been  signed  by  Mexico. 
Sincerely, 

CIEPAC,  A.C;  Centro  de  Derechos  Humanos  Fray  Bartolome  de  las  Casas;  SOS 
Chiapas;  Red  de  Derechos  Humanos  Todos  los  Derechos  para  Todos;  Comision 
Mexicana  para  la  Defensa  y Promocion  de  Derechos  Humanos;  Centro  de  Derechos 
Humanos  Miguel  Agustin  Pro  Duarez;  Enlance  Civil;  Kinal  Antzetik;  Boletin 
Resistencia;  Dunax;  Formacion  y Capacitacion,  A.C.;  Coordinadores  Regionales 
de  los  Altos,  Costa  y Soconusco;  Centro;  Frontera  Sur  y Norte  por  la 
Consulta  en  Chiapas; 

Demands : 

1)  Respect  the  demands  of  the  indigenous  communities  by  demilitarizing  the 
state  of  Chiapas. 

2)  Implement  the  San  Andres  peace  accords. 

Actions  suggested  by  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 

1)  Call  your  Representatives.  Inform  them  of  the  current  crisis  in  Chiapas 
and  the  possibility  of  open  warfare. 

a)  Ask  them  to  call  the  Mexican  Embassy  in  Washington,  DC,  (Tel: 
202-728-0694)  and  the  State  Department  (202-647-8113)  to  register  their 
concerns . 

b)  Ask  them  to  travel  to  Chiapas  (or  send  an  aide)  with  an  emergency 
Congressional  delegation  that  is  being  organized  by  the  Mexico  Solidarity 
Network  (Tel:  773-583-7728  or  415-255-7296). 

c)  Ask  them  to  sponsor  a "Dear  Colleague"  letter  to  inform  other  members  of 
Congress  about  the  situation.  (A  sample  "Dear  Colleague"  letter  is  available 
from  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network,  msn@mexicosolidarity.org.) 

2)  Call  the  Mexican  Embassy  in  Washington,  DC,  the  Mexican  Consulate  nearest 
you  and  the  State  Department  with  the  demands  listed  above. 

3)  Organize  an  educational/fundraising  event  in  your  community  to  inform 
your  community  about  current  events  in  Chiapas  and  to  raise  funds  for  the 
indigenous  communities  that  are  struggling  against  dramatically  increased 
government  repression.  (Contact  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  for 
materials . ) 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  at 
773-583-7728  or  Global  Exchange  at  415-255-7296  ext.  236  or  239 
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Sub j : Cultural  Heist--Man  in  the  Maze 
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Sunday,  29  August  1999 
Cultural  heist 

O'odham  disturbed  by  crass  use  of  their  Man  in  the  Maze 

By  Bryn  Bailer 

The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

Walk  into  any  gift  store  in  Tucson  - anywhere  in  the  Southwest,  actually  - 
and  you'll  find  him. 

"He"  is  known  as  the  Man  in  the  Maze. 

A tiny  figure  standing  at  the  opening  to  an  intricate,  circular  labyrinth, 
this  traditional  Indian  image  is  today  plastered  on  everything  from  T-shirts 
to  refrigerator  magnets  to  sterling-silver  money  clips. 

The  Man  in  the  Maze  has  come  to  represent  this  area  of  the  nation,  not 
unlike  the  howling  coyote  has  come  to  represent  Santa  Fe. 

To  some  members  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  tribe,  however,  he  is  something  akin 
to  a kidnap  victim  - a family  member  stolen  from  home  and  sold  into  slavery 
in  a foreign  land. 

"It's  as  if  someone  used  the  image  of  lesus  Christ  over  and  over, 
mass-marketing  it,"  said  Tohono  O'odham  basket  weaver  Terrol  Dew  Johnson. 
"Seeing  that  image  all  over  the  place,  we  say,  'Do  you  know  what  it  really 
means?  ’ 

"It's  not  just  a pretty  thing  to  look  at.'  " 

What  has  happened  to  the  Man  in  the  Maze  is  a story  of  cultural  thievery. 
It  involves  non-Indians  reaching  into  a culture  they  neither  understand  nor 
appreciate,  and  tearing  away  a symbol  for  commercial  gain. 

It  also  is  a battle  played  out  in  the  hearts  of  Tohono  O'odham,  a people 
whose  ancestors  have  survived  in  this  desert  area  for  centuries.  The  Man  in 
the  Maze  is  an  important  cultural  symbol,  but  in  the  end,  it's  also  a 
marketable  commodity. 

For  whatever  reason,  the  strikingly  simple  image  has  become  part  of  our 
popular  culture.  Mass  marketers  (some  from  overseas)  have  capitalized  on 
that  sentiment,  said  Mark  Bahti,  a native  Tucsonan  who  is  a recognized 
authority  on  Indian  crafts  and  culture. 

"Basically,  they're  . . . treating  some  other  cultures  as  the 
graphics-design  equivalent  of  a convenience  store:  Run  in  and  run  out," 
said  Bahti,  owner  of  Bahti  Indian  Arts,  a contemporary  gallery.  "There's 
really  no  other  motivation  that  I can  see." 

The  actions  have  not  gone  unnoticed  by  tribal  members,  added  Daniel 
Preston,  a former  vice  chairman  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation's  San  Xavier 
District  south  of  Tucson. 

"It  hurts,"  he  said.  "It  hurts  our  people  to  see  it  used  that  way." 

The  Hopi  have  their  own  version  of  the  Man  in  the  Maze,  and  use  the  image 
on  silver  work  and  other  arts.  It  is  not  as  sacred  to  their  tribe  as  to  the 
O'odham,  but  even  Hopi  graphic  artist  Gerald  Dawavendewa  finds  the  image's 
misuse  disturbing. 

Pulling  religious  icons  out  of  a culture,  and  reproducing  them  out  of 
context  - absent  religious  ceremonies  and  family  teachings  - does  more  than 
injure  tribal  sovereignty,  said  Dawavendewa. 

"Sometimes,  these  concepts  were  not  designed  to  stand  on  their  own,"  he 
said.  "By  becoming  trendy,  (an  image)  also  becomes  almost  a comedy  unto 
itself. 

"It  begins  to  lose  its  power,  its  essence,  because  of  that." 

One  only  needs  to  see  gift-store  refrigerator  magnets  bearing  images  of  a 
bicycle-riding  Kokopelli  - considered  by  some  a powerful  god  of  fertility  - 
to  see  what  he  means. 

There  is  much  that  is  not  known  about  the  Man  in  the  Maze.  No  one  knows 
exactly  how  old  the  Tohono  O'odham  image  is,  or  just  where  it  originated. 

From  an  anthropological  respect,  it  is  a contemporary  design. 

"To  my  knowledge,  the  appearance  of  that  design  is  20th-century,"  said 
retired  University  of  Arizona  field  historian  Bunny  Fontana,  the  author  of 
"Of  Earth  and  Little  Rain:  The  Papago  Indians." 

"I  have  never  seen  the  image  of  that  design  on  any  basket  or  pottery 
earlier  than  that,"  he  added. 


At  the  Arizona  State  Museum,  the  oldest  Man  in  the  Maze  basket  was  made 
by  a Pima  Indian,  and  dates  from  1900-10. 

The  design  wasn't  used  extensively  on  O'odham  basketry  until  the  1940s, 
added  Diane  Dittemore,  the  museum's  curator  of  ethnographic  collections. 

"Fifty  years  ago,  this  wasn't  such  a central  icon,"  she  said.  "But  now, 
for  the  O'odham,  it  has  come  to  have  a strong  cultural  significance." 


The  maze  itself  is  not  a new  image.  Similar  images  have  been  found  on 
Cretan  coins  as  early  as  the  fifth  century  B.C.  Over  the  centuries,  various 
religious  groups  have  used  mazes  to  facilitate  walking  meditation,  and  as 
metaphors  for  journeys  to  spiritual  enlightenment. 

These  days.  New  Age  groups  use  mazes  to  symbolize  personal  transformation, 
self-discovery,  reincarnation  or  emotional  healing.  The  Internet  uses  the 
maze  as  a metaphor  for  finding  one's  way  through  a rapidly  changing  world. 

The  O'odham  relationship  to  the  Man  in  the  Maze  seems  a complex  amalgam 
between  religious  veneration,  national  pride  and  personal  introspection. 

"I  understand  it  as  a symbol  of  our  tribe,"  said  basket  weaver  Terrol  Dew 
Johnson.  "To  other  O'odham,  it  also  represents  life. 

"Every  turn  in  the  maze  represents  another  turn  in  life.  When  you  meet  the 
Man  in  the  Maze  - Elder  I'itoi,  our  Brother  - . . . you've  moved  on  to  the 
next  life." 

He  said  he  doesn't  quite  understand  why  non-Indians  have  become  so  drawn 
to  a symbol  that  they  don't  fully  understand. 

The  Man  in  the  Maze  has  been  "a  sacred  symbol  for  us,"  he  said.  "There 
are  other  (non-Indian)  symbols  out  there. 

"Why  do  they  need  mine?" 

Like  other  O'odham  artists,  Johnson  incorporates  the  intricate,  difficult 
Man  in  the  Maze  pattern  into  his  own  artwork. 

There  is  a difference  between  non-Indian  entities  that  steal  native  images 
for  profit,  and  tribal  members  who  understand  the  images  and  render  them 
respectfully  to  supplement  their  income,  Preston  said. 

Tourists  and  others  who  buy  non-Indian-made  goods  are  "taking  away  from 
the  people  who  need  (the  sale)  to  feed  their  families,  to  have  a better 
home,"  he  said. 

Not  to  mention  issues  of  cultural  ownership. 

The  Man  in  the  Maze  image  "is  for  me  to  use,"  lohnson  insisted.  "Because 
it's  from  my  culture." 

Dawavendewa,  the  Hopi  graphic  artist,  expressed  similar  thoughts. 

He  said  he  does  not  sell  certain  Hopi  religious  images,  such  as  the 
kachina,  in  his  free-lance  graphics  business.  If  he  does  draw  Indian  images, 
he  operates  under  "unwritten  guidelines"  that  non-Indians  may  not  be  aware 
of. 

The  guidelines  may  include  altering  a sacred  image  in  some  way.  By 
changing  a detail  here  and  there,  the  image  no  longer  has  the  same  power. 

Choosing  to  utilize  tribal  images  sold  to  the  general  public  "is  a very 
fine  line,"  he  said.  "Often,  it  comes  down  to  the  individual." 

But  after  spending  "your  life  within  the  culture,  learning  these 
traditions,  you  feel  you  do  have  some  rights  to  these  symbols  and  designs." 


For  years,  the  O'odham  have  talked  among  themselves  about  ways  that  the 
tribe  might  limit  the  appearance  of  the  Man  in  the  Maze  image. 

At  one  point,  Preston  said,  copyrighting  the  image  - and  other  tribal 
insignias  - was  discussed.  They  were  told  that  such  popular  images  could 
not  be  copyrighted,  because  they  are  already  in  the  public  domain. 

That  did  not  stop  a New  Mexico  pharmaceutical  company  that  sought  to 
copyright  the  Zia  Pueblo  sun  symbol  - the  multi-ray  symbol  on  the  New  Mexico 
flag  - earlier  this  decade.  It  didn't  deter  a New  Mexico  motorcycle  company 
that  tried  to  do  the  same  just  recently.  If  either  company  had  succeeded, 
the  Zia  people  could  have  been  charged  a fee  to  reproduce  their  own  tribal 
symbol . 

Such  abuses  have  led  one  New  Mexico  senator  to  propose  protective 
legislation.  See  accompanying  story. 

Most  companies  do  not  consult  tribal  members  about  design  or  marketing 
decisions  involving  tribal  symbols,  said  Bahti.  Nor  do  they  financially 


compensate  tribes  for  the  use  of  their  symbols. 

"A  lot  of  tribes  still  feel  - and  correctly  so  - that  there's  cultural 
imperialism  going  on/'  he  said.  "They  (non-Indians)  have  taken  all  the 
land  they  can,  so  now  they're  taking  bits  and  pieces  of  the  culture." 

Johnson  summed  up  his  frustration  in  a quiet  plea. 

"It's  just  sad,"  he  said.  "Things  have  been  taken  away  from  us  for 
thousands  of  years.  Leave  us  what  little  we  have." 

[Sidebar] 

VARIED  MEANING 

There  is  no  one  meaning  to  the  Man  in  the  Maze. 

Interpretations  of  the  image  vary  from  family  to  family.  A common 
interpretation  is  as  follows: 

The  human  figure  stands  for  the  O'odham  people.  The  maze  represents  the 
difficult  journey  toward  finding  deeper  meaning  in  life.  The  twists  and 
turns  refer  to  struggles  and  lessons  learned  along  the  way.  At  the  center 
of  the  maze  is  a circle,  which  stands  for  death,  and  for  becoming  one  with 
Elder  Brother  I'itoi,  the  Creator. 

Other  O'odham  see  the  image  of  a man  as  representative  of  an  individual, 
or  all  of  mankind,  or  I'itoi  himself. 

Daniel  Preston,  whose  job  is  to  explain  Native  American  cultures  to 
federal  agencies  and  others,  said  stories  of  the  Man  in  the  Maze  were 
revealed  to  him  over  time  by  relatives  and  tribal  elders. 

"It  wasn't  in  a couple  of  minutes,  or  an  hour  or  two,  or  a week,"  he 
emphasized.  "(Understanding  the  maze)  is  something  you  are  born  into,  and 
raised  to  see. " 

Gallery  owner  Mark  Bahti  offers  customers  a printed  interpretation  of  the 
image  - but  stresses  its  limits. 

"Somebody  who's  not  a member  of  the  tribe  can  understand  a little  bit  of 
what  it  represents,"  he  said.  "But  it's  not  the  same  as  having  it 
represent  your  whole  culture." 


PROTECTION  SOUGHT 

Last  month,  representatives  from  the  U.S.  Patent  and  Trade  Office  met  with 
Indians  in  California,  Virginia  and  New  Mexico  to  discuss  creation  of  a list 
of  official  insignia  protected  from  trademark. 

Results  of  the  meetings  will  figure  into  the  agency's  forthcoming  official 
recommendation  to  Congress. 

The  proposed  legislation,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Jeff  Bingaman,  D-N.M.,  would 
change  federal  trademark  law  by  adding  tribal  insignia  to  the  list  of 
official,  non-trademark-able  symbols.  The  list  now  includes  such  images  as 
foreign  flags,  city  seals  and  state  insignia. 

The  patent  office  is  working  to  determine  what  a tribal  symbol  is  - 
whether  a word,  a name  or  ancient  design  - and  how  tribes  would  register  it. 
Theoretically,  the  Man  in  the  Maze  image  might  qualify  for  such  protection. 

Bingaman 's  proposed  law  would  simply  prevent  entities  from  trademarking 
tribal  symbols  and  charging  a fee  for  their  use.  It  would  not  protect  tribes 
from  non-Indian  use  of  those  images. 

"Since  we  do  provide  legal  protection  for  symbols  of  other  government 
entities,  it's  not  a difficult  argument  to  say  we  should  do  the  same  with 
tribes  and  pueblos,"  Bingaman  told  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

"There  are  some  meanings  that  tribes  and  pueblos  attach  to  their  symbols 
that  are  more  heartfelt  and  have  more  significance  to  them  than  a normal 
city  seal." 

Interested  parties  may  view  public  comments  on  the  proposed  legislation 
by  visiting  the  U.S.  Patent  and  Trademark  Office's  Web  site  at  www.uspto.gov 
Although  the  official  period  for  public  comment  has  passed,  additional 
comments  may  be  submitted  to  the  office's  Eleanor  K.  Meltzer  at  (703) 
306-2960  or  e-mailing  her  at  eleanor.meltzer@uspto.gov. 

Respondents  should  respond  as  soon  as  possible;  the  agency  must  submit 
its  recommendations  to  Congress  by  Sept.  30. 

- Bryn  Bailer 


RE:  Pepperspray  in  Minneapolis 


Date:  Fri,  11  Aug  1999  00:42:55  -0600 
From:  power4u@mtn.org  (power4u) 

Sub j : pepperspray  in  mpls 

hi  y'all, 

i thought  that  you  might  be  interested  in  these  three  stories  about  the 
december  20th  raid  charges. 

Published  Thursday,  August  26,  1999 
Protest  charges  dismissed  in  Hwy.  55  case 
Margaret  Zack  and  Deffrey  W.  Peters  / Star  Tribune 

Charges  against  two  protesters  arrested  in  December  at  the  Hwy.  55 
reroute  site  have  been  dismissed  by  a judge  who  called  some  police  conduct 
in  the  December  raid  "outrageous." 

In  a decision  filed  Tuesday,  Hennepin  County  District  Dudge  Stephen 
Aldrich  said  officers  used  reasonable  force  during  the  arrests,  but  he 
criticized  police  for  not  providing  medical  care  to  protesters  who  were 
hit  with  pepper  spray. 

The  raid,  which  involved  600  officers  from  local,  county  and  state 
police  agencies,  was  intended  to  remove  squatters  from  condemned  houses 
sitting  in  the  path  of  a new  route  for  Hwy.  55.  The  protesters  say  the 
route  will  disrupt  an  area  that  is  sacred  to  American  Indians.  About  three 
dozen  people  were  arrested,  and  they  asked  for  written  complaints  to  be 
filed.  Only  seven  people  were  charged. 

Protests  continued  at  the  construction  site  after  the  raid,  including  a 
series  of  protests  at  the  end  of  Duly.  On  Wednesday,  officials  filed 
misdemeanor  charges  against  about  20  people  allegedly  involved  in  the  Duly 
protests . 

Regarding  the  December  raid,  Aldrich  wrote:  "For  the  Court  to  turn  a 
blind  eye  at  the  point  of  prosecution  to  the  defendants'  pain  would  render 
our  system  no  better  than  that  of  countries  we  criticize  for  state- 
sanctioned  torture." 

"It  would  be  unconscionable  to  add  a criminal  trial  to  the  pain  these 
defendants  suffered  on  the  street,"  the  judge  wrote. 

Aldrich  didn't  single  out  any  officers,  saying  it  was  a system-wide 
breakdown.  Cathy  Clark,  a spokeswoman  for  the  Department  of  Public  Safety, 
which  oversees  the  State  Patrol,  said  the  language  in  the  ruling  made  it 
inappropriate  for  her  agency  to  comment.  Roseann  Campagnoli,  a spokeswoman 
for  the  Hennepin  County  Sheriff's  Office,  said  her  agency  participated  in 
the  raid  at  the  request  of  other  agencies.  She  declined  to  comment  further. 
The  state  refused  to  rebut  the  defendants'  testimony  when  the  case  was 
before  Aldrich. 

Obstruction  charges  against  Michael  Nelson  and  Natalia  Shulkin  were 
dismissed.  Nelson's  lawyer,  Dordan  Kushner,  said  these  were  the  final 
cases  to  be  handled  involving  the  December  raid.  Two  other  cases  were 
dismissed  earlier  and  three  people  reached  plea  agreements. 

Kushner  disagreed  that  reasonable  force  was  used  on  Nelson  and  Shulkin. 

"In  this  case,  they  were  chained  to  a floor,  they  were  lying  down  and  the 
trooper  put  [the  spray]  on  his  glove  and  rubbed  it  in  their  eyes,"  he  said. 
Nelson,  Shulkin  and  others  were  detained  for  five  hours,  while  vomiting, 
crying  uncontrollably  and  drooling. 

"It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  this  judgment  and  dismissal  will 
affect  the  abusive  behavior  of  police  in  the  remainder  of  the  continuing 
struggle  to  stop  the  reroute  of  Hwy.  55  . . . maybe  this  will  change  that 
behavior,"  Nelson  said  in  a news  release. 

The  charges  filed  Wednesday  in  Hennepin  County  District  Court  included 
interfering  with  traffic,  trespassing,  failing  to  obey  police  officers  and 
obstructing  legal  process.  Court  appearances  are  scheduled  for  next  month. 

Many  were  charged  with  linking  arms  with  others,  walking  into  the  street 
and  sitting  down.  The  complaints  said  the  defendants  blocked  all 
northbound  traffic  on  Hiawatha  Avenue  at  Minnehaha  Pkwy.  on  Duly  27. 

One  person  was  charged  with  sitting  in  a chair  at  the  intersection  and 
obstructing  traffic.  Other  allegations  included  crossing  yellow  police 
tape. 

--  Staff  writers  Terry  Collins  and  Beth  L.  Podtburg  and  the  Associated  Press 


contributed  to  this  report. 

c.  Copyright  1999  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 


Published:  Thursday,  August  26,  1999 

Dudge  dismisses  charges  against  Hwy.  55  protesters 

RACHEL  E.  STASSEN-BERGER  STAFF  WRITER 

The  behavior  of  law  enforcement  officers  was  outrageous  and  abusive  when 
they  denied  medical  attention  to  two  Minnesota  55  protesters  arrested  last 
winter  during  a police  raid,  a Hennepin  County  District  judge  found  in  a 
ruling  filed  Tuesday.  Hennepin  County  District  Dudge  Stephen  Aldrich 
dismissed  the  charges  against  the  two  protesters,  Natalia  Shulkin  and 
Michael  Nelson,  because  they  did  not  receive  medical  help  after  Highway 
Patrol  officers  wiped  pepper  spray  into  their  eyes. 

"For  the  court  to  turn  a blind  eye  at  the  point  of  prosecution  to  the 
defendants'  pain  would  render  our  system  no  better  than  that  of  countries 
we  criticize  for  state-sanctioned  torture,"  Aldrich  wrote  in  an  opinion 
filed  Tuesday.  "It  would  be  unconscionable  to  add  a criminal  trial  to  the 
pain  these  defendants  suffered  on  the  street." 

Shulkin  and  Nelson  were  arrested  for  resisting  arrest  and  trespassing 
with  more  than  30  others  when  hundreds  of  officers  descended  on  the 
Riverview  Road  homes  they  occupied.  The  Minneapolis  homes  were  slated  for 
demolition  to  allow  for  highway  construction. 

The  two  had  hidden  themselves  in  a secret  room  of  one  of  the  houses  and, 
with  pipes,  bolts  and  chains,  locked  themselves  to  a piece  of  the  house. 
That  made  it  impossible  for  officers  to  release  them  without  tearing  up 
the  floor.  The  officers  told  them  repeatedly  to  unlock  themselves;  when 
they  failed  to  comply,  the  officers  used  the  pepper  spray. 

Aldrich  found  the  use  of  pepper  spray  was  appropriate  but  the  two 
protesters  should  not  have  been  left  for  more  than  five  hours,  in  the 
winter's  cold,  without  any  medical  attention  as  they  stood  in  extreme  pain, 
vomiting,  drooling,  crying  and  unable  to  see  once  they  had  unlocked 
themselves . 

"For  the  state  to  allow  such  suffering  to  continue  after  defendants  have 
complied  with  the  officials'  demands  is  abusive,"  Aldrich  wrote. 

Shulkin  said  she  was  pleased  Aldrich  found  she  should  have  been  given 
medical  relief  from  the  pepper  spray,  but  she  worried  that  more  police 
officers  might  feel  free  to  use  pepper  spray  against  nonviolent  protesters 
with  his  sanction. 

Steven  Heng,  a Minneapolis  assistant  city  attorney  who  represented  the 
state  in  the  case,  said  he  plans  to  file  an  appeal  of  Aldrich's  decision 
this  week. 

Charges  against  29  of  the  36  people  arrested  in  the  raid  were  dropped 
shortly  after  they  were  arrested. 

Since  then,  several  dozen  more  people  have  been  arrested  after  blocking 
construction  on  Minnesota  55,  and  several  have  complained  they  did  not 
receive  proper  medical  treatment. 


Rachel  E.  Stassen-Berger,  who  covers  Minneapolis  news,  can  be  reached  at 
rstassen-berger(3pioneerpress . com,  or  (612)  338-8198. 
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All  Rights  Reserved 
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Prosecutors  vow  to  pursue  charges  against  Hwy.  55  protesters 
David  Peterson  / Star  Tribune 

A Minneapolis  city  attorney  vowed  Thursday  to  appeal  the  dismissal  of 
charges  against  two  Hwy.  55  protesters,  complaining  that  there  was  no 
factual  or  legal  basis  for  the  ruling. 

In  his  order  issued  Tuesday,  Hennepin  County  District  Dudge  Stephen 
Aldrich  called  police  behavior  during  the  December  arrests  too 
"outrageous"  to  continue  the  prosecution,  citing  the  alleged  failure  of 
police  to  provide  treatment  to  demonstrators  exposed  to  pepper  spray. 

Assistant  Minneapolis  City  Attorney  Steven  Heng  said  paramedics  did 
examine  the  protesters.  Moreover,  he  said,  the  defendants'  motion  to 


dismiss  "never  brought  up  any  failure  to  provide  medical  assistance."  The 
judge,  Heng  said,  "reached  in  and  found  something  they  [defendants]  were 
not  claiming." 

Iordan  Kushner,  an  attorney  for  one  of  he  protesters,  said,  "We  didn't 
specifically  say  that  [on  paper],  but  the  whole  sequence  of  events  was 
outrageous.  ...  My  argument  was  a very  general  one,  that  all  their 
actions  were  outrageous." 

Aldrich  said  Thursday:  "The  transcript  will  have  to  stand  for  itself.  . 

. The  motion  that  was  made  involved  the  treatment  of  the  people  by  the 
officers,  and  I simply  dealt  with  the  testimony  that  was  brought  to  me." 

Asked  about  Heng's  statement  that  paramedics  did  in  fact  examine  the 
defendants,  Kushner  said,  "I  guess  the  facts  are  going  to  speak  for 
themselves.  I think  the  judge's  recitation  of  facts  was  accurate  . . . 
both  of  them  testified  they  suffered  from  the  effects  of  mace  and  nothing 
was  done  to  help  them  except  that  one  got  some  kind  of  wipe.  The  judge 
said  both  got  wipes,  but  my  understanding  is  only  one  did." 

Heng  said  that  even  if  the  defendants  had  been  treated  as  badly  as  they 
claim,  "the  remedy  would  be  a civil  lawsuit,"  not  the  dismissal  of 
criminal  charges  against  them. 

Kushner  replied  that  dismissal  of  criminal  charges  is  a well-established 
remedy  for  outrageous  police  conduct.  Kushner  represented  one  of  the  two 
defendants,  Michael  Nelson,  whose  charges  were  dismissed.  The  other, 
Natalia  Shulkin,  represented  herself  and  joined  in  his  motion  to  dismiss. 

The  protests  are  over  a new  Hwy.  55  route  in  south  Minneapolis,  one  that 
protesters  say  will  disrupt  an  area  sacred  to  American  Indians. 

New  charges  criticized 

Kushner  also  suggested  that  the  dozens  of  new  charges  authorities  filed 
against  highway  protesters  this  week  may  have  been  a spiteful  reaction  to 
the  judge's  decision. 

After  the  December  police  raid  at  the  Hwy.  55  site,  Kushner  noted,  only 
seven  of  38  people  arrested  were  charged.  But  this  week,  in  response  to  a 
Duly  incident  at  the  site  at  which  a similar  number  were  arrested,  the 
city  attorney's  office  charged  about  30  people. 

"I'm  suspicious  about  that,"  Kushner  said.  "I  wonder  if  it's  sour  grapes 
I wonder  if  that's  the  motivation  here." 

Heng  said  there  were  more  charges  after  the  Duly  protest  because  the 
behavior  of  protesters  was  more  provocative. 

"I  strongly  deny  that  any  of  our  charging  decisions  are  ever  made  out  of 
spite,"  he  said.  "They  are  different  people,  and  we  treat  each  case 
individually.  [Besides,]  the  judge  said  from  the  bench  after  his  Duly  6 
hearing  what  he  planned  to  do,  so  that  was  no  surprise;  we  were  just 
waiting  for  his  order.  The  timing  was  just  coincidental." 

"RE : Support  Repeal  of  Act  Undermining"  

Date:  Wednesday,  August  25,  1999 

From:  Kathy.Kern.guest.48855@MennoLink.org  (Kathy  Kern,  Rochester,  NY) 

Sub j : SOUTH  DAKOTA  URGENT  ACTION:  SUPPORT  REPEAL  OF  ACT 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

CPTnet 

August  25,  1999 

South  Dakota  Urgent  Action:  Support  Repeal  of  Act  Undermining 
Treaties  Made  with  Lakota  (Sioux)  People 

Shortly  after  the  U.S.  congress  convenes  during  the  first  week 
of  September,  the  House  of  Representatives  will  vote  on  two  bills 
that  will  affect  the  transfer  of  land  belonging  to  the  Lakota  (Sioux) 
people  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota. 

The  Lakota  (Sioux)  people  encamped  on  La  Framboise  Island  request 
U.S.  citizens  to  write  to  Rep.  Ron  Packard,  Rep.  Pete  Visclosky  (D-IN), 
Sen.  Harry  Reid  (D-NV)  and  Sen.  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM),  leaders  of  the 
Doint  Committee  working  on  HR  2605  before  Labor  Day.  Writers  should 
ask  these  congressional  representatives  to  keep  Section  505  in  the 


Energy  and  Water  Development  budget  bill  and  repeal  the  first  Title  VI. 
(Background  and  explanation  will  follow  addresses  of  representatives.) 

Canadian  citizens  and  people  from  other  countries  are  asked  to 
send  letters  of  support  and  encouragement  to  the  Oceti  Sakowin 
encampment  on  La  framboise  Island,  with  copies  to  Governor  William 
lanklow  and  the  Capital  Journal  (Pierre,  South  Dakota's  newspaper.) 
Janklow  has  stated  publicly  many  times  that  he  believes  the  state  of 
South  Dakota  is  under  no  obligation  to  honor  treaties  made  with  Indians. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION  FOR  CONGRESS  PEOPLE  ON  JOINT  COMMITTEE 

The  Honorable  Ron  Packard 

2372  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 

Washington,  DC  20515-0548 

Tel:  202-225-3906 

Rep . Packard@mail .house . gov 

The  Honorable  Peter  3.  Visclosky 
2313  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 
Washington  D.C.  20515 
Tel:  202-225-2461 

The  Honorable  Pete  Domenici 
328  Hart  Senate  Office  Building 
Wash,  DC,  20510-3101 
Tel:  202-224-6621 

senator_domenici@domenici .senate . gov 

The  Honorable  Harry  Reid 

528  Hart  Senate  Office  Building 

Washington,  DC  20510 

Tel:  202-224-3542 

Fax:  202-224-7327 

senator_reid@reid . senate . gov 

ADDRESSES  OF  OCETI  SAKOWIN,  GOVERNOR  3ANKLOW  AND  CAPITAL  30URNAL 

Oceti  Sakowin 
519  East  Sioux  Ave. 

PMB  197 

Pierre,  SD  57501 
USA 

Governor  William  lanklow 
500  East  Capital  Ave. 

Pierre,  SD  57501 
USA 

Capital  Journal 
333  West  Dakota  Ave 
Pierre,  SD  57501 
USA 

BACKGROUND 

Since  March  22,  Lakota  people  opposed  to  a transfer  of  200,000 
acres  of  their  treaty  land  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  have  camped 
on  La  Framboise  Island  across  from  the  SD  state  capitol  in  Pierre. 

The  land  was  promised  "in  perpetuity"  to  the  Lakota  in  the  1868 
Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  and  "excess  land"  was  again  promised  to 
the  tribes  after  the  federal  government  seized  thousands  of  acres 
of  land  for  a dam  system  in  the  1940s. 

A rider  slipped  into  the  40-pound  budget  bill  last  fall  by  South 
Dakota  Senator  Tom  Daschle  authorizes  the  transfer  of  the  land 
to  the  state  of  South  Dakota.  The  rider  was  called  Title  VI,  or  the 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe,  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribe,  and  State 


of  South  Dakota  Terrestrial  Wildlife  Habitat  Restoration  Act. 

The  Oceti  Sakowin  Camp  on  La  Framboise  Island  has  been  demanding 
a repeal  of  the  bill. 

This  summer,  in  an  unexpected  move.  Representative  Ron  Packard 
(R-CA)  inserted  a repeal.  "Section  505"  of  HR  2605,  the  Energy  and 
Water  Development  Appropriations  bill  repeals  Title  VI.  However, 

Senator  Daschle  has  already  influenced  another  joint  committee  to 
include  a second  version  of  Title  VI  in  a 1999  Water  Resources 
Development  Act  (WRDA)  in  case  the  first  Title  VI  is  repealed.  On 
August  17,  the  President  signed  the  WRDA  bill  which  would  effectively 
keep  the  land  from  being  returned  to  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  as 
promised  in  treaties. 

Both  versions  of  Title  VI  should  be  repealed  when  the  joint  committee 
meets  in  September.  Please  write  letters  to  Rep.  Ron  Packard,  Rep. 

Pete  Visclosky  (D-IN),  Sen.  Harry  Reid  (D-NV)  and  Sen.  Pete  Domenici 
(R-NM),  leaders  of  the  Doint  Committee  working  on  HR  2605. 

Urge  the  committee  members  to  keep  Section  505  in  the  Energy 
and  Water  Development  budget  bill  and  repeal  the  first  Title  VI. 

More  importantly,  also  ask  them  to  add  language  to  the  bill  which 
will  also  repeal  Title  VI  of  the  Water  Resources  Development  Act 
of  1999.  You  may  send  copies  to  your  own  Representative  and 
Senators  to  inform  them  of  the  situation. 

* Remind  them  that  Title  VI  was  passed  in  a underhanded  manner 
after  the  WRDA  bill  failed  to  pass  the  House  in  1998  because  of 
treaty  issues.  Explain  that  it  was  passed  twice  under  circumstances 
which  make  its  legality  suspect. 

* Remind  them  that  the  U.S.  is  obligated  to  honor  all  treaties, 
including  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868  under  which  the  land  in 
question  should  belong  to  the  Lakota  nation.  Note  that  Article  VI 
of  the  Constitution  states  that  treaties  are  "the  supreme  law  of 
the  land." 

* Remind  them  that  Lakota  people  are  concerned  about  two  sections 

of  Title  VI  which  contradict  each  other:  Sections  605A,  which  transfers 
the  land  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota,  contradicts  Section  605H,  which 
gives  Federal  legal  protection  to  Native  American  grave  and  cultural 
sites  along  the  river. 

* Remind  them  that  six  of  seven  tribes  are  signatory  to  the  1868 
Fort  Laramie  Treaty  and  oppose  the  transfer.  Although  the  U.S. 

has  unilaterally  declared  the  treaty  abrogated,  the  Lakota  have  never 
ratified  any  changes  to  the  treaty  because  the  required  three-quarters 
of  Lakota  men  did  not  sign  off  on  them. 

* Remind  them  that  Lakota  people  are  so  concerned  about  this  bill 
that  they  have  camped  as  a nonviolent  witness  since  March  on  La 
Framboise  Island  , enduring  racist  heckling  and  sacrificing  family  time, 
jobs  and  education  to  ensure  that  there  is  land  for  future  generations 
of  Lakota. 


Christian  Peacemaker  Teams  is  an  initiative  among 
Mennonite  and  Church  of  the  Brethren  congregations 
and  Friends  Meetings  that  supports  violence  reduction 
efforts  around  the  world. 

Contact  CPT  at  P.  0.  Box  6508  Chicago,  IL  60680 
Telephone:  312-455-1199  Fax:  312-666-2677; 

E-mail:  cpt@igc.org  To  join  CPTNET,  our  e-mail 
network,  fill  out  the  form  found  on  our  WEB  page. 

URL : http: //www. prairienet . org/cpt/ 

"RE : Prayer  Request"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Aug  1999  18:48:23  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : posting  request 


Mailing  List: 


Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 


I was  asked  by  a friend  to  put  the  following  "on  the  internet."  Perhaps 
you  could  consider  placing  it  on  your  respective  lists.  Thank  you. 

I make  no  judgement  or  comment  as  to  whether  there  is  guilt  or  justice. 

I received  this  by  fax  today,  Aug.  30. 


August  26,  1999 

I,  Paula  T.  Kanuho,  I am  Dine'  (Navajo  Indian)  from  the  former  Joint  Use 
Area  (J.U.A.).  I am  a refugee  from  the  Navajo/Hopi  Land  dispute.  I am  a 
grandmother  of  eight  grandchildren  wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  public  at 
large.  I have  suffered  a personal  tragedy  in  my  life  in  regards  to  my  son. 
Clay  Rodney  Bear  who  did  not  receive  the  proper  justice  in  the  court  system. 
First,  a bit  of  family  history  surrounding  this. 

My  son  Clay  R.  Bear  is  the  youngest  of  three  sons.  Clay's  older  sister 
Pamela  and  an  older  brother,  Eric  was  both  murdered  about  4 or  5 years  ago. 
Both  of  the  murdered  children  left  me  with  5 small  grandchildren . I am 
supporting  2 of  them  myself  in  my  own  home.  My  son  Clay's  birthday  is 
October  21,  1973.  Clay  is  an  alcoholic  syndrome  child  Clay  has  been  a very 
depressed  and  troubled  child  not  receiving  any  counseling  or  treatment  in 
regards  to  this  condition.  Clay  has  a history  of  Incarceration  but  it 
involved  a response  to  how  his  mother  was  treated  by  a local  car  dealership 
who  reposed  a vehicle  under  questionable  circumstances  and  another  incident 
when  his  mother's  place  of  employment  did  not  renew  her  contract  due  to  a 
disagreement  with  another  employee  who  had  her  terminated. 

The  latest  incident  involved  a robbery  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  of  a Caucasian 
woman  in  her  vehicle  with  children.  Clay  was  involved  in  this  case  due  to 
drinking  and  involved  with  2 other  youth.  Due  to  the  Clay's  past  history, 
he  was  railroaded  into  being  the  scapegoat  for  the  entire  incident  and  his 
civil  rights  were  violated,  not  forgetting  the  women  and  her  children  who 
suffered  unfortunately  but  came  out  unscathed,  unhurt  in  the  end.  The  court 
system  sentenced  Clay  R.  Bear  to  52  years  in  prison  for  this  incident, 
which  is  a major  miscarriage  of  justice  in  regards  of  the  punishment 
fitting  the  crime  and  no  recourse  in  getting  counseling  or  treatment  for 
his  condition. 

I,  myself,  have  been  very  depressed  and  suffered  physical  and  emotional 
distress  over  this  tragedy  for  my  family.  Clay  has  only  one  child  who  will 
grow  up  without  a father.  I am  penniless,  with  no  job,  and  in  very  poor 
health.  I realize  that  he  did  do  wrong  but  is  basically  a good  young  man 
who  Is  confused,  misguided,  and  desperately  need  treatment/counseling,  but 
definitely  not  the  52  years  he  received  for  the  judicial  court  system. 

Again,  I am  appealing  to  your  sense  of  justice  and  seek  your  assistance  in 
funding  for  a lawyer  in  appealing  this  matter. 

I am  requesting  a prayer  for  my  son  and  my  family.  Also  your  support  and 
assistance  Would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Name:  Paula  Kanuho 

Address:  P.0.  Box  7112  CPU  Teesto 

Winslow,  Arizona  86047 

Contact  Person:  Roger  Bear 

Address : 

4890  Yuma  Avenue 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89104 
Phone:  (702)431  - 1257 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 
may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 
http: //www. onelist . com/ subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theoff icenet . com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

"RE : Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  13:27:05  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD)Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land 

ONLINE  PHOTO  ESSAY  AND  DINE'  (NAVA30)  WEAVING  EXHIBITION  AND  NONPROFIT  SALE. 
Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land  Newton,  MA  USA  United  States  of  America 

http: //www. migrations . com/blackmesa/blackmesa . html 

Black  Mesa,  on  it  life. 

There  will  be  life  again,  this  is  what  they  say. 

For  this  reason  they  are  weaving. 

(--translated  by  Mae  Washington) 

The  Dine'  (Navajo)  people  of  Black  Mesa  in  Arizona  have  been  struggling 
for  25  years  to  save  their  homes  and  the  land.  During  this  time,  12,000 
people  have  been  forcibly  removed  from  their  homes,  about  3,000  remain  and 
still  resist,  seeking  only  justice  and  to  live  in  peace.  I am  working  with 
the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (a  tax-exempt  charitable  entity)  to  help  them  in 
their  struggle  against  the  congressional  laws  (1974  and  1996)  that  created 
their  plight.  They  are  fighting  the  power  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Company, 
which  is  strip  mining  and  destroying  the  land,  bulldozing  sacred  sites,  and 
draining  the  irreplaceable  drinking  water  aquifer,  threatening  the  water 
supply  of  the  entire  area. 

http: //absolutearts . com/ cgi- bin/news/e labor ate . cgi?find=439 
>From  the  above  URL 

The  Dine'  (Navajo)  people  of  Black  Mesa  in  Arizona  have  been  struggling 
for  25  years  to  save  their  homes  and  the  land.  During  this  time,  12,000 
people  have  been  forcibly  removed  from  their  homes,  about  3,000  remain  and 
still  resist,  seeking  only  justice  and  to  live  in  peace.  I am  working  with 
the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (a  tax-exempt  charitable  entity)  to  help  them  in 
their  struggle  against  the  congressional  laws  (1974  and  1996)  that  created 
their  plight.  They  are  fighting  the  power  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Company, 
which  is  strip  mining  and  destroying  the  land,  bulldozing  sacred  sites,  and 
draining  the  irreplaceable  drinking  water  aquifer,  threatening  the  water 
supply  of  the  entire  area. 

Many  of  the  women  of  Black  Mesa  are  fine  weavers,  and  weaving  has  long 
been  their  way  of  earning  a living.  If  you  buy  a weaving,  you  will  be 
putting  the  money  almost  directly  into  the  weaver's  hands.  Until  they  are 
free  to  live  in  peace,  I am  selling  their  weavings  in  a nonprofit  framework: 
any  money  above  the  cost  of  the  weaving  (which  has  been  or  will  be  paid 
directly  to  the  weaver)  and  after  my  expenses  will  be  donated  to  the  SDN 
and  may  be  taken  by  the  buyer  as  a fully  tax-exempt  donation.  I will  provide 
all  documentation  on  this  to  the  buyer.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
wonderful  weaving,  direct  from  the  weaver's  hands,  for  a worthy  and 
tax-deductible  cause. 

Tax-deductible  contributions  in  any  amount  are  urgently  needed  and  may  be 
made  by  check  SEE/Sovereign  Dineh  Nation/Black  Mesa  Fund  and  mailed  to: 

Steve  Sugarman,  Executive  Director  SEE,  Inc.  (Social  & Environmental 
Entrepreneurs)  20110  Rockport  Way  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340  SEE  is  a tax-exempt 
public  charity  as  recognized  by  the  IRS  under  Section  [501(c)(3)]  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Code. 

Steve  Sugarman,  SEE  executive  director,  writes:  As  of  December  23,  1997, 
the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation/Black  Mesa  Fund  is  a SEE  project  in  good  standing 
We  are  extremely  proud  of  the  work  being  accomplished  in  seeing  that  the 
Dineh  People  are  accorded  full  access  to  their  traditional  homelands  without 
the  threat  of  energy  companies  polluting  these  lands  and  threatening  the 
populace . 


And  image  is  also  available  at 

http: //www. migrations . com/b lac kmesa/blackmesaphot os/ rena%26s addle .jpg 

"Online  photo  essay  and  Dine ' (Navajo)  weaving  exhibition  and  nonprofit  sale. 

1999-08-26  until  1999-08-26 

Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land 

Newton , MA 

USA  United  States  of  America 

"RE : Native  Rights  Demonstration/Prayer  Vigil"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Aug  1999  08:24:18  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Announcement 

Native  Rights  Demonstration/Prayer  Vigil  Announcement 

On  Saturday,  October  2,  1999,  Swedish  citizens  and  supporters  of  the 
Dine'h  of  Big  Mountain,  Arizona;  and  supporters  in  London,  England,  will 
demonstrate  in  front  of  the  U.S.  embassies  to  protest  the  human  rights 
violations  and  ethnic  cleansing  being  conducted  by  the  U.S.  government's 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  against 
the  Dine'h  of  Big  Mountain,  on  the  Black  Mesa,  in  Arizona.  The  demonstration 
in  Sweden  is  being  conducted  by  SENAA  associates,  and  the  demonstration  in 
London  is  being  led  by  SENAA  member  Dim  Bomford  from  Wales.  SENAA  is  now 
organizing  simultaneous  demonstrations/prayer  vigils  in  front  of  the  United 
Nations  headquarters  in  New  York  City;  in  front  of  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  D.C.;  and  at  three  or  more  key  locations  on  the  U.S.  West  Coast, 
in  California  and  Oregon.  A simultaneous  prayer  vigil  will  be  conducted  by 
Marsha  Monestersky  and  Dine'h  elders.  Other  demonstrations/prayer  vigils 
will  be  held  in  other  nations  around  the  world.  Details  of  which  nations 
will  participate  and  the  locations  of  their  demonstrations  will  be  posted 
on  SENAA 's  Newsletter  page  as  they  become  known. 

If  you  are  unfamiliar  with  the  situation  at  the  Black  Mesa,  you  can  find 
out  everything  there  is  to  know  by  exploring  SENAA' s newsletter  and 
following  the  many  links  on  the  various  pages.  SENAA' s newsletter  is 
located  at:  http://members.xoom.com/senaa/index2.html 

You  can  also  see  the  15  minute  video  "VANISHING  PRAYER  Genocide  of  the 
Dineh,"  or  hear  Dr.  Dackie  Giuliano's  audio  recording  that  addresses  the 
Dine'h  issue  by  going  to:  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/  or  go  to  the  home 
page  of  Free  Speech  Internet  Television  at:  http://www.freespeech.org  where 
our  video/audio  site  is  featured  on  their  front  page.  The  video  and  audio 
recordings  are  in  streaming  RealMedia  format;  so  you  will  need  RealPlayer 
to  view  and  listen  to  them 

(RealPlayer  G2  is  a free  download  at  http://www.real.com  ).  I 
n a few  days,  I will  try  to  have  MPEG  versions  on  SENAA' s xoom.com  site 
for  those  of  you  who  prefer  QuickTime  video  and  audio. 

Our  coordinators  for  the  New  York  demonstration  are  Ellis  Smith  and  Robert 
Dorman.  I,  A1  Swilling,  and  the  local  SENAA  chapter  will  coordinate  the 
Washington  D.C.  demonstration/prayer  vigil.  I have  asked  Dulian,  Matt 
Davison,  Dr.  Dackie  Guiliano,  SEE,  and  Sol  Communications  to  be  our  West 
Coast  coordinators . The  prayer  vigil  coordinators  at  Big  Mountain  are  Marsha 
Monestersky  and  the  Dine'h  elders,  who  have  already  begun  prayers  and 
rituals  to  ask  for  Creator's  help. 

SENAA  extends  an  invitation  to  any  individual  and  organization  who  wishes 
to  attend  and  participate  in  the  demonstration/prayer  vigil.  This  issue  is 
of  VITAL  importance  to  ALL  Native  Americans  of  ALL  tribes,  bands,  and 
nations.  If  the  BIA  is  allowed  to  massacre  the  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain, 
Arizona,  then  it  can--and  WILL--do  the  same  to  any  other  indigenous  tribe 
and  nation  within  U.S.  borders.  Not  only  Native  Americans,  but  EVERY 
minority  in  the  nation  will  be  in  danger  if  this  relocation  is  allowed  to 
happen  or  if  the  BIA  is  allowed  to  complete  what  it  calls  its  "Final 
Solution . " 

If  you  would  like  to  participate,  please  contact  SENAA  by  e-mail  at: 
senaal@netscape.net 

In  closing,  the  Dine'h  have  been  so  deprived  by  the  BIA  that  they  are  now 
almost  totally  dependent  on  charitable  contributions  of  food,  money,  animal 


feed,  clothing,  and  bottled  water  for  their  survival.  If  you  can  and  are 
willing  to  help,  please  e-mail  me  at  senaal@netscape.net  for  details  about 
how  to  contribute  and  who  to  contact. 

Your  Dine'h  (Navajo)  brothers  and  sisters  DESPERATELY  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 
PLEASE,  don't  turn  your  back  on  them. 

Sincerely  yours, 

A1  Swilling 

SENAA  President/Founder 

"RE : Kamistastin  Archaeology"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Aug  1999  07:08:26  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Kamistastin  archaeology 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Discovery  bolsters  Innu  claims  8/29/99 
By  BOB  BENSON 
The  Telegram 

Tools  and  Maritime  Archaic  indian  campsites  that  are  between  5,500 
and  7,500  years  old,  found  around  Lake  Kamestatsin  in  Labrador, 
support  Innu  claims  that  the  interior  of  Labrador  and  not  just  the 
coast  have  a long  history  of  human  occupation,  says  Napes  Ashini. 

"What  the  discoveries  mean  to  us  is  what  the  Innu  people  have  been 
maintaining  all  along,"  said  Ashini,  who  lives  in  Sheshatshiu  and  is 
project  leader  of  the  Tshikapisk  Foundation  of  Labrador.  "That  is, 
the  Innu  people  have  been  occupying  and  using  the  land  all  over 
Labrador,  and  that  we  were  not  - as  some  archaeologists  say  - only 
along  the  Labrador  coast." 

One  Maritime  Archaic  site  consisted  of  a three-sided,  tent-like 
structure  with  an  open  side  overlooking  a stream  on  the  north  side  of 
the  lake.  Its  shape  and  the  style  of  tools  recovered  are  similar  to 
structures  found  on  the  coast  by  Memorial  University  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  of  Washington,  D.C.  and  which  are  5,500  years 
old . 

A few  tools  were  also  found  that  are  between  1,000  and  2,500  years 
old.  And  archaeologists  discovered  ruins  of  19th  and  early  20th- 
century  Innu  hunting  camps. 

Ashini  made  it  clear  the  finds  will  not  be  used  as  a bargaining  chip 
to  settle  the  Innu's  land  claims  with  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments . 

"Our  mandate  is  to  strengthen  the  Innu  culture  and  to  have  our  young 
people  taught  Innu  history,  culture  and  values,"  Ashini  said.  "It  is 
very  important  for  them  to  know  who  the  Innu  people  are  . . . their 
identity.  Archeology  will  be  a very  important  tool  to  do  this." 

It  is  disturbing  that  Innu  history  is  not  taught  in  schools,  he  said. 

"None  of  the  Innu  schools  in  Sheshatshiu  and  Davis  Inlet  teach  our 
history,"  he  said. 

"They  teach  Newfoundland  and  foreign  history,  and  I find  that 
ridiculous.  The  Innu  people  don't  have  control  over  their  own  schools 
because  they  are  being  run  by  people  of  European  descent.  We  are 
aiming  to  have  complete  control,  and  the  artifacts,  which  we  intend 
to  keep  here,  is  a way  of  doing  that." 

Promoting  culture 

The  not-for-profit  Tshikapisk  Foundation  is  based  in  Sheshatshiu  and 
promotes  Innu  experimental  education. 

The  foundation  wants  to  build  a camp  at  Lake  Kamestatsin  (also  known 
as  Lake  Mistatin),  where  the  finds  were  made,  for  ecotourism  and 
experimental  education,  and  to  preserve  and  secure  the  artifacts 
there.  The  lake  is  90  miles  west  of  Davis  Inlet. 

The  foundation  and  the  Sheshatshiu  Band  Council,  which  sponsors  the 
work,  have  made  a number  of  expeditions  to  the  Lake  Kamestatsin  area. 

Innu  are  being  trained  in  cultural  resource  management  and 


preservation  along  with  other  areas  of  heritage,  geology  and  the 
environment  to  develop  programs  for  ecotourism. 

The  importance  of  the  archaeological  finds  to  the  Innu  is  reflected  in 
the  name  they  gave  the  site  - Tshumushumapeu,  or  place  of  the 
ancestors . 

Exciting  find 

In  September  1998,  archaeologist  Stephen  Loring  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  of  Washington,  D.C.  joined  a team  of  Innu  to  conduct 
archaeological  surveys.  He  has  been  working  in  the  area  since  1975. 

The  sharp  tools  they  found  are  attributable  to  the  earliest 
Amerindians  to  enter  Labrador,  he  said. 

"It  was  just  incredible,"  Loring  said.  "The  broken  tools  we  recovered 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lake  were  left  by  the  first  people  to 
enter  the  land  that  had  only  just  been  deglaciated . " 

Loring  said  the  tools  are  identical  to  those  from  the  Ballybrack  site 
on  an  island  north  of  Nain  which  are  7,100  years  old. 

Many  of  the  Ballybrack  tools  are  made  from  chert,  a flintlike  quartz 
rock  found  only  at  quarry  sites  near  Ramah  Bay  in  the  middle  of  the 
Torngat  Mountains. 

But  the  tools  found  at  Lake  Kamestatsin  are  made  from  chert  which 
could  be  from  the  Straits  of  Bell  Isle  region. 

That  means  the  hunters  at  the  lake  had  yet  to  discover  the  Ramah  Bay 
chert,  which  would  mean  the  interior  site  is  older  than  the  coast 
site  near  Nain,  Loring  said. 

Unfortunately,  the  finds  belong  to  the  Crown,  Ashini  said. 

"We  don't  have  possession  of  the  property  we  found,"  he  said,  adding 
the  Innu  are  determined  to  protect  the  area  from  exploitation  by 
outside  tourism  and  construction  interests. 

"We  consider  the  area  to  be  sacred  and  that  is  the  reason  why  we  want 
to  protect  it,"  he  explained. 

Some  80  sites  around  the  lake  still  have  not  been  excavated. 

The  foundation  intends  to  carry  out  also  archaeological  surveys  south 
of  the  Mealy  Mountains. 

Learning  from  history 

Anthony  lenkinson  is  a member  of  the  foundation  who  has  lived  in 
Sheshatshiu  since  1973.  He  took  part  in  the  surveys  to  Lake 
Kamestatsin  to  investigate  pre-European  contact  cultures. 

More  surveys  are  planned  in  2000,  he  said. 

"What  is  interesting  about  this  find  is  it  was  assumed  the  earliest 
interior  usage  couldn't  be  much  before  5,000  years  ago,"  lenkinson 
said.  "This  pushed  the  date  back  by  about  3,000  years." 

However,  it's  one  thing  to  find  artifacts  and  another  for  it  to 
become  general  public  knowledge,  he  said. 

"The  Innu  kids  have  no  awareness  or  understanding  of  their  history 
because  they  essentially  are  taking  part  in  the  Newfoundland  school 
system,"  lenkinson  said.  "But  they  are  coming  to  grips  with  their  own 
history  and  one  way  for  them  is  to  become  involved  in  archeology 
which  reveals  it." 

The  main  priority  now  is  to  preserve  the  artifacts,  he  said. 

The  items  found  will  be  brought  to  the  institution  of  the 
archaeologist  who  discovered  them  for  laboratory  examination  and 
cataloging.  Then  they  are  placed  in  boxes  in  St.  Dohn's  and  stored  in 
a government  building,  Denkinson  said. 
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News  Advisory,  Mount  Graham  Coalition,  August  23,  1999 

ANOTHER  APACHE  TRIBE  URGES  U.S.  TO  PROTECT  MT.  GRAHAM  SACRED  LAND 


White  Mountain  Council  Passes  Unanimous  Resolution 

Calls  on  Forest  Service  to  obey  Presidential  Order  No.  13007 

(Ft.  Apache,  AZ,  USA)  - The  Tribal  Council  of  the  White  Mountain  Apache 
Tribe,  based  in  Fort  Apache,  Arizona,  passed  a unanimous  resolution  Duly 
15,  1999  urging  the  United  States  Forest  Service  to  honor  its  duties  to 
protect  the  physical  integrity  of  Mount  Graham  and  its  "long-standing  and 
ongoing  historical,  cultural,  and  religious  importance  to  many  Apaches." 

The  mountain  range  called  Mt.  Graham  was  within  the  original  Apache 
reservation  lands  and  is  traditionally  known  to  Apaches  as  Dzil  nchaa  si'an. 
The  range  is  now  part  of  the  Coronado  National  Forest. 

The  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Council  and  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  have  passed  multiple  resolutions  opposing  telescope 
construction.  Mt.  Graham  is  currently  the  site  of  telescope  construction 
being  sponsored  by  the  University  of  Arizona  in  a private  consortium  that 
includes  Ohio  State  University,  the  Max  Plank  Institute  of  Germany, 

Arcetri  of  Italy,  and  the  Vatican.  Last  year.  University  of  Arizona 
police  arrested  a member  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe,  Wendsler  Nosie, 
Sr.,  for  praying  at  the  top  of  the  mountain.  A state  judge  later 
dismissed  the  charges  against  Nosie,  finding  that  Arizona  had  violated  his 
constitutional  rights  to  religious  freedom.  The  controversial  telescope 
project  is  the  subject  of  an  investigation  by  the  United  Nations 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  because  of  the  harms  caused  to  Apache  religious 
life  and  culture  and  the  religious  intolerance  demonstrated  in  the  siting 
and  management  of  the  project. 

In  its  recent  Resolution,  The  White  Mountain  Tribe  reminds  the  Forest 
Service  that  Presidential  Executive  Order  13007  requires  the  Forest 
Service  "to  accommodate  access  to  and  ceremonial  use  of  Indian  sacred 
sites  by  Indian  religious  practitioners  and  avoid  adversely  affecting  the 
physical  integrity  of  such  sacred  sites."  The  Tribe  also  urged  the  Forest 
Service  to  promptly  acknowledge  that  Mt.  Graham  is  eligible  for  listing  in 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  noting  that:  "elders  and 
cultural  specialists  representing  many  tribes  have  asserted  the  moral  and 
legal  mandate  for  the  Forest  Service  to  respect  and  protect  Dzil  nchaa  si' 
an  and  to  consult  with  the  Apache  tribes  on  a government-to-government 
basis  in  all  decisions  affecting  the  mountain  range." 

For  over  three  years,  the  U.S.  President's  Advisory  Council  on  Historic 
Preservation  has  also  been  seeking  Forest  Service  compliance  with  the 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act  on  Mt.  Graham.  The  President's  Council 
has  become  aware  of  the  traditional  cultural  and  religious  uses  of  the 
mountain  by  the  Apaches  and  other  Indian  tribes.  This  past  Dune,  the 
President's  Council  wrote  to  Forest  Supervisor  Dohn  McGee  that:  "The 
Council  remains  concerned  that  the  Forest  Service's  ongoing  activities 
and  management  of  Mt.  Graham  have  the  potential  to  affect  the  integrity  of 
this  possible  historic  property." 

Most  of  the  major  Native  American,  U.S.  and  international  environmental 
organizations  oppose  the  location  of  the  telescope  project  on  Mt.  Graham 
due  to  harms  to  rare  and  endangered  species.  Native  American  cultural 
rights  and  their  religious  freedom.  The  project  is  proceeding  under  a 
permit  issued  for  free  to  the  University  of  Arizona  by  the  Forest  Service. 
Project  opponents  are  advocating  that  all  further  construction  at  this 
sacred  mountain  be  stopped  and  the  project  be  relocated,  and  that  the 
permit  be  rescinded  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  "in  the  public 
interest"  as  provided  in  permit  condition  17  because  of  national  public 
interest  concerns  for  endangered  species,  historic  preservation  and  Native 
American  human  rights. 

MT.  GRAHAM  COALITION  CONTACTS: 

Dr.  Robert  Witzeman,  Maricopa  Audubon  Society,  602-840-0052,  Dr.  Peter 
Warshall,  Scientists 

for  the  Preservation  of  Mt.  Graham,  415-256-2800,  ext.  224,  Ola 
Cassadore  Davis,  Apache 

Survival  Coalition,  520-475  2543,  Wendsler  Nosie,  Sr.,  Apaches  for 
Cultural  Preservation, 

520-475  2494. 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  APACHE  TRIBE  CONTACT: 


Ramon  Riley,  Cultural  Resources  Director,  White  Mountain  Apache  Culture 

Center,  Tel 

520-338-4625 

(White  Mountain  Resolution  available  by  fax  on  request) 
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Bribe  Allegations  Made  In  Goshute  Suit 
August  27,  1999 

BY  BRENT  ISRAELSEN 

THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

Leon  Bear,  chairman  of  the  Skull  Valley  Band  of  Goshutes, allegedly  used 
money  he  got  from  out-of-state  utilities  to  try  to  bribe 
fellow  tribal  members  to  support  a controversial  nuclear-waste 
storage  proposal.  On  several  occasions  during  the  past  few  years.  Bear 
offered  tribal  members  "thousands  of  dollars"  if  they  would  sign  documents 
in  support  of  the  proposal,  according  to  a sworn  statement  signed 
by  Sammy  Blackbear.  The  statement  was  filed  this  month  in  U.S.  District 
Court  as  part  of  an  ongoing  lawsuit  brought  against  the  federal  government 
by  a Goshute  opposition  group  led  by  Blackbear.  Danny  Quintana,  attorney 
for  Bear  and  the  tribe,  called  Blackbear' s allegations  "ridiculous."  "I 
honest  to  god  couldn't  make  sense  of  what  [Blackbear]  is  saying,"  Quintana 
said.  "I  don't  think  he  has  the  slightest  clue  as  to  what's  going  on." 

Blackbear  and  the  opposition  group  are  attempting  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  an  agreement  Bear  helped  negotiate  with  Private  Fuel 
Storage  (PFS),  a consortium  of  eight  electric  utilities  that  proposes  to 
store  thousands  of  tons  of  highly  radioactive  waste  on  the  Goshute 
reservation.  In  addition  to  attempted  bribery.  Bear  also  threatened  to 
withhold  the  annual  tribal  dividend  payments  to  some  members  unless  they 
voted  to  retain  him  as  tribal  chairman,  according  to  Blackbear.  "Leon  Bear 
displayed  the  checks  for  such  payments  in  front  of  the  Tribal  General 
Council  and  said  in  essence,  'Vote  for  me  or  you  don't  get  this  money,'" 
Blackbear  stated. 

Blackbear  is  one  of  more  than  a dozen  Goshutes  who  oppose  the 
waste-storage  plan.  They  are  being  assisted  in  their  legal  fight  with  a 
$50,000  grant  from  Utah  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt's  administration,  which  is 
actively  opposed  to  the  proposal.  Electric  utilities  and  the  federal 
government  have  been  trying  for  decades  to  find  a permanent,  centralized 
resting  place  for  highly  radioactive  waste  generated  by  the  nation's 
commercial  nuclear-power  plants.  The  waste,  which  is  spent  nuclear-fuel 
rods,  can  remain  dangerous  for  up  to  10,000  years.  A Decade  to  Wait:  The 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy  is  building  a waste  repository  at  Yucca  Mountain 
in  southern  Nevada,  but  it  is  not  scheduled  to  be  ready  until  2010.  PFS 
says  its  utilities  cannot  wait  that  long.  In  1997,  PFS  signed  a lease 
agreement  with  the  Goshute  tribe  leadership,  headed  by  Bear, 
to  store  the  waste  temporarily  on  the  Skull  Valley  reservation,  about  50 
miles  west  of  Salt  Lake  City.  The  Goshute  leaders  tout  the 
venture  as  a safe  way  to  bring  economic  opportunities  to  the  largely 
impoverished  130-member  tribe.  When  Leavitt's  office  asked  for  a copy  of 
the  lease  from  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  numerous  portions 
were  blacked  out.  The  state  says  it  wants  a copy  of  the  entire  lease  to  see 
whether  there  are  adequate  safety  and  cleanup  provisions.  But  the  BIA  said 
the  redacted  portions,  which  include  the  amount  of  money  PFS  will  pay  the 
Goshutes,  contain  proprietary  information  that  is  exempt  from  release 
under  the  federal  Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

The  state  then  sued  the  BIA  in  federal  court  to  gain  a full  copy  of 
the  lease  agreement.  A short  time  later,  Blackbear's  opposition  group  filed 
a similar  lawsuit  that  also  sought  an  order  to  declare  the  lease  null  and 
void.  Blackbear  and  his  co-plaintiffs  call  into  question  the  authority  of 


Bear  and  others  on  the  three-person  tribal  executive  committee  that  signed 
the  lease  agreement  with  PFS. 

The  Tribal  General  Council,  composed  of  the  approximately  70 
adult  members  of  the  tribe,  has  never  approved  the  lease  agreement 
and  never  authorized  Bear  or  anyone  else  to  do  so,  according  to 
Blackbear . 

Ripoff  Accusation:  Duncan  Steadman,  an  attorney  for  Blackbear 
and  the  opposition  group,  told  U.S.  District  Judge  Dale  Kimball  this 
week  that  his  clients  suspect  the  tribe  was  "ripped  off"  in  the  lease 
agreement  and  that  the  BIA  did  not  do  its  job  to  protect  the  tribe. 

Steven  Roth,  attorney  for  the  BIA,  said  the  public's  interest  to  see  the 
entire  lease  agreement  is  outweighed  by  the  BIA's  responsibility  to  prevent 
release  of  sensitive  information  that  could  compromise  the  tribe's  ability 
to  do  business.  Val  Antczak,  attorney  for  PFS,  which  has  intervened  in  the 
case,  said  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  questions  of  the  validity  of 
the  lease  or  the  tribal's  governing  body.  In  a motion  filed  to  keep  Bear 
from  being  subpoenaed,  Quintana  invokes  the  tribe's  sovereign-nation  status 
and  says  the  proper  forum  for  tribal  members'  grievances  is  before  the 
tribe's  general  council,  not  the  federal  court.  Kimball  has  taken  the 
issues  under  advisement,  ordering  additional  briefings  from  attorneys  on 
the  questions  of  whether  the  lease  is  valid. 
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Aide  to  new  Cherokee  chief  quits 

c.  Tulsa  World 

8/26/99 

TAHLEQUAFI  --  Pat  Ragsdale,  who  was  hired  to  work  on  the  transition  team  of 
new  Cherokee  Nation  Chief  Chad  Smith,  has  left  that  position. 

Julian  Fite,  who  heads  the  transition  team,  said  Ragsdale's  duties  with 
the  tribe  included  work  on  a budget.  Smith  said  earlier  that  Ragsdale  also 
was  to  work  on  employee  rights  legislation. 

Ragsdale's  contract  with  the  tribe  called  for  him  to  be  paid  $5,000  a 
month.  Fite  said  he  would  receive  less  because  he  was  on  the  transition 
team  for  only  about  a week  to  10  days. 

Ragsdale  ran  third  behind  Smith  and  former  Chief  Joe  Byrd  in  the  tribe's 
primary  election  for  chief  this  summer.  Smith  defeated  Byrd  in  a run  off 
election . 

Ragsdale  was  the  director  of  the  tribe's  marshal  service  when  it  raided 
Byrd's  headquarters  in  February  1977  in  search  of  evidence  supporting 
allegations  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  said  the  raid  was  uncalled  for  and  fired  Ragsdale  and  the  other 
marshals . 

Paula  Flolder,  a former  tribal  council  member  who  ran  for  deputy  chief  on 
the  Ragsdale  ticket,  is  still  employed  by  the  transition  team,  Fite  said. 

There  has  been  speculation  that  Smith  will  offer  Ragsdale  a permanent 
position  in  his  administration. 
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Casino  Dispute  Could  Make  History 
By  PHIL  ROONEY 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
8/26/99 

OMAHA,  Neb.  (AP)  - No  member  of  an  American  Indian  tribe  has  spent  time 
in  jail  over  a gambling  dispute  since  Congress  first  allowed  tribes  to 
negotiate  gambling  compacts  with  states  11  years  ago. 

That  could  change  Friday. 

If  11  members  of  the  Santee  Sioux  Tribal  Council  are  jailed  for  contempt 
of  court  - which  some  expect  - it  will  be  the  first  time  Indians  are 
imprisoned  because  of  an  impasse  since  passage  of  the  Indian  Gaming 
Regulatory  Act  of  1988. 

The  dispute  started  in  February  1996  when  the  tribe  first  opened  its  Ohiya 
Casino.  The  tribe  filed  a lawsuit  on  opening  day  accusing  the  state  of  not 
negotiating  in  good  faith  on  a gambling  compact.  The  act  requires  states  to 
negotiate  such  agreements  with  tribes  to  set  rules  and  limits  on  gambling. 

Santee  leaders  face  possible  jail  time  because  they  refuse  to  pay 
court-ordered  fines  of  $6,000  per  day  for  operating  the  casino  on  their 
reservation  in  northeast  Nebraska. 

Each  member  of  the  Tribal  Council  is  to  appear  in  federal  court  Friday 
for  disobeying  U.S.  District  Judge  William  Cambridge's  orders  to  close  the 
casino  or  pay  the  fines.  The  tribal  leaders  could  leave  the  courtroom  in 
handcuffs,  said  attorneys  on  both  sides. 

"I  don't  feel  they  have  the  right  to  do  that,"  Tribal  Chairman  Butch 
Denny  said.  "We  are  a sovereign  nation." 

Santee  leaders  say  the  tribe  needs  casino  gambling  to  boost  the  economic 
well-being  of  its  2,500  members.  In  a state  where  the  unemployment  rate  is 
one  of  the  nation's  lowest  at  2.5  percent,  the  reservation  struggles  with  a 
rate  of  74  percent. 

The  casino,  which  employs  about  25  people,  has  70  slot  machines  that 
brought  in  more  than  $900,000  last  year. 

"We  look  at  this  solely  as  a way  to  provide  economic  opportunity  for  our 
people,"  said  Roger  Trudell,  the  tribe's  treasurer. 

Nebraska  officials  say  casino-style  gambling  is  not  allowed  anywhere  else 
in  the  state,  and  they  do  not  want  to  make  an  exception  to  the  law. 

U.S.  Attorney  Tom  Monaghan  said  the  tribe  has  exhausted  its  options. 
Meanwhile,  the  Ohiya  Casino  remains  open  and  none  of  the  fines  have  been 
paid . 

National  experts  say  no  tribal  member  has  been  jailed  over  the  issue.  And 
such  disputes  should  never  reach  a point  where  tribal  leaders  face  the 
threat  of  jail,  said  Sheila  Morago  of  the  Indian  Gaming  Association  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

A 1992  confrontation  over  Indian  gambling  in  Arizona  came  the  closest  to 
landing  tribal  members  in  jail  after  the  FBI  sent  trucks  to  the  state's  six 
reservations  to  confiscate  slot  machines. 

At  the  Ft.  McDowell  Mohave-Apache  Indian  Community  near  Phoenix,  tribal 
members  used  bulldozers  to  block  trucks  loaded  with  gambling  equipment  from 
leaving  the  reservation.  They  relented,  but  six  months  later  they  reached  a 
compact  with  the  state. 

The  Santee  have  applied  for  a compact  under  new  procedures  initiated  by 
Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt.  Those  rules  allow  tribes  to  negotiate 
with  the  Interior  Department  in  states  where  government  officials  are 
resistant  to  gaming  compacts. 

Federal  courts  have  yet  to  rule  if  the  federal  agency  can  serve  as  or 
appoint  a mediator  to  work  out  gambling  disputes. 
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Dudge  dismisses  contempt  charges  against  Santee  Sioux 

OMAHA,  Neb.  (AP)  - A federal  judge  threw  out  civil  contempt  charges 
against  Santee  Sioux  leaders  on  Friday  that  could  have  landed  them  in  jail 
for  failing  to  close  the  tribe's  outlawed  casino. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  William  Cambridge  agreed  that  the  Tribal  Council  was 
not  in  contempt  because  it  did  not  have  the  power  to  close  the  the  casino 
as  the  judge  had  ordered,  since  the  council  is  bound  by  the  tribe's  Aug.  3 
referendum  to  keep  the  casino  open. 

The  judge  said  authorities  should  pursue  criminal  charges  to  shut  the 
casino. 

If  the  tribal  leaders  had  been  jailed,  it  would  have  been  the  first  time 
an  Indian  had  been  imprisoned  over  a gambling  dispute  since  Congress  first 
allowed  tribes  to  negotiate  gaming  compacts  with  states  11  years  ago. 

"I  thought  I was  going  to  jail,"  Tribal  Chairman  Butch  Denny  said 
between  hugs  with  tribal  members.  Inside  the  courtroom,  about  60  members 
of  the  tribe  cheered  the  ruling,  while  outside  others  broke  out  in  tribal 
song. 

The  court  hearing  was  the  latest  in  a three-year  effort  by  state  and 
federal  officials  to  close  the  casino  on  the  Santee  Sioux  reservation  near 
the  South  Dakota  border  in  northeast  Nebraska. 

The  tribe  opened  the  Ohiya  Casino  in  February  1996  without  the  necessary 
state  approval.  The  state  had  denied  its  approval  because  casino-style 
gambling,  including  slot  machines,  is  illegal  in  Nebraska. 

The  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  of  1988  requires  states  to  negotiate 
such  agreements  with  tribes  to  set  rules  and  limits  on  gambling.  The  tribe 
sued  the  state,  alleging  it  failed  to  negotiate  in  good  faith. 

Cambridge  said  the  casino  is  clearly  illegal  and  should  be  closed.  U.S. 
Attorney  Tom  Monaghan  said  the  tribe  will  continue  to  be  fined  $6,000  per 
day  for  operating  the  casino. 

The  tribe  faces  $726,000  in  fines  to  date.  None  had  been  paid  as  of 
Friday. 

Denny  said  he  hopes  the  tribe  will  negotiate  a gaming  compact  with  the  U. 
S.  Department  of  Interior  under  new  rules  that  allow  tribes  to  negotiate 
with  the  federal  agency  when  states  have  been  reluctant  to  talk  with  the 
tribes . 

The  Santee  said  the  casino's  23  jobs  are  much  needed  on  the  reservation 
where  the  unemployment  rate  is  74  percent. 

"We're  not  trying  to  break  anybody's  laws,"  casino  manager  Thelma  Thomas 
said.  "We're  just  trying  to  make  life  better  for  our  people." 

"RE : Montana  Sq**w  Changes"  

Date:  8/28/99  1:39:32  AM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kola_usa@yahoo.com 
Sub j : Montana  sq***  changes 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Via:  BTwoeagles@aol.com 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  09:22:25  -0400 
From:  Robert  Eurich  <reurich@pikeonline.net> 

From  the  Friday  Aug.  27,  1999  Billings  Gazette  comes  this  article  about 
changes  being  made  to  geographical  sites  in  Montana  that  bear  the 
"sq**w"  name. 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/region/990827_reg05 . html 
cclipped  excerpt> 

Committee  starts  work  to  remove  racist  word 

HELENA  (AP)  - It's  branded  on  streams  and  meadows,  hills  and  valleys, 
pillars  and  mountain  passes  scattered  across  Montana.  But  it's  laced 


with  racism  and  insult  for  the  American  Indian  woman. 

The  word  "squaw"  is  considered  foul  by  Native  Americans,  and  a special 
committee  Thursday  began  the  work  of  erasing  the  disparaging  word  from 
maps  once  and  for  all. 

The  1999  Legislature  directed  the  advisory  committee  to  recommend  new 
names  for  all  geographic  sites  that  include  the  word.  The  proposed 
changes  will  be  forwarded  to  the  U.S.  Board  on  Geographic  Names,  an  arm 
of  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  for  approval. 

The  final  decisions  rest  with  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt. 

The  state  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  lists  74 
Montana  sites  that  use  the  word  "squaw."  However,  one  of  those  in 
Glacier  County  already  has  been  renamed  by  the  federal  board,  from 
Squaw  Mountain  to  Dancing  Lady  Mountain. 

<end  excerpt> 

American  Indian  Sports  Team  Mascots 

http: //members .tripod . com/ea r nest man/1 ind expage. htm 

"Little  drops  of  rain  wear  away  the  greatest  of  stones." 

<+>=<+> 

http: //users . sky net . be/ kola/ 
http : //kola-hq . hypermart . net 

"RE : Beating  Story/Day  2"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Aug  1999  09:31:47  EDT 

From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Sub  j : Beating  story.  Day  2 

MARTIN,  S.D.  (AP)  - The  savage  beating  of  a white  man  was  the  result  of 
alcohol  and  an  argument,  not  racial  animosity,  according  to  relatives  of 
both  the  victim  and  one  of  the  three  American  Indian  suspects. 

Brad  Young,  21,  remained  in  critical  condition  late  Wednesday.  He  was 
beaten,  kicked  in  the  head  and  left  for  dead  with  a rope  around  his  neck 
early  Saturday  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  southwest  South 
Dakota . 

The  FBI  and  federal  prosecutors  said  it  was  too  early  to  term  the 
assault  a hate  crime,  though  they're  not  ruling  it  out. 

Louis  Means  and  Byron  Bissonette,  both  18,  pleaded  innocent  Wednesday  to 
federal  charges  of  assault  resulting  in  serious  bodily  injury.  The  charges 
are  federal  because  the  incident  happened  on  the  reservation. 

A 17-year-old  juvenile  was  also  taken  into  custody. 

Young's  aunt,  Nancy  Neuharth,  said  she  doubts  the  assault  was  race 
related . 

"Brad  was  well-liked  by  Indians  and  whites,"  she  said.  "They  were  out 
doing  things  they  shouldn't  have  been  doing.  It's  the  times.  Kids  are  out 
doing  things  they  shouldn't  do." 

The  three  had  been  drinking  and  got  into  an  argument,  said  Bissonette 's 
uncle,  Arthur  Has  No  Horses,  who  said  he  talked  to  his  nephew. 

"He  said  it  all  started  from  an  argument  over  Brad's  wife,"  he  said. 

The  four  had  driven  to  an  abandoned  house  to  party,  according  to  a 
statement  by  William  Grode,  an  FBI  special  agent  in  Minneapolis. 

Means  told  tribal  police  that  he,  Bissonette  and  the  juvenile  had  beaten 
Young,  "dragged  him  across  a field,  thrown  him  into  a house  crawlspace, 
dragged  him  out  and  then  kicked  him  numerous  times  in  the  head,"  according 
to  the  FBI  statement. 

Young's  mother,  Carol  Bucholz  of  Lexington,  Neb.,  said  her  son's  left 
ear  was  almost  torn  off  and  his  right  ear  badly  damaged.  She  said  that  he 
suffered  head  injuries  but  that  there  was  no  sign  of  brain  damage. 

Local  newspapers  and  TV  reported  that  Sheriff  Russel  Waterbury  said  the 
crime  was  racially  motivated. 

However,  he  told  a radio  station  he  had  been  misunderstood. 

"I've  got  a lot  of  calls  on  that,  and  that  was  my  opinion,  to  do 
something  that  horrible  to  somebody  else,"  he  told  KWSN  on  Wednesday.  "I 
didn't  mean  the  actual  hate  crime  crime,  so  I don't  know  where  they  come 


up  with  where  I was  quoted  as  saying  that.  But  that  was  my  opinion." 
Waterbury  did  not  return  calls  Wednesday  to  The  Associated  Press. 

"RE : There  was  no  Rope"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  21:09:55  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : "There  was  no  rope.  Marlin  Fineran  told  The  Rapid  City  Journal 
on  Friday". 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

8/27/99  --  3:29  PM 

Details  of  reservation  beating  questioned  by  man  who  found 


RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  (AP)  - Contrary  to  the  description  from  the  local  sheriff, 
a man  found  severely  beaten  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  was  not 
found  with  a rope  around  his  neck,  according  to  the  person  first  on  the 
scene . 

The  victim,  Bradley  Dean  Young,  21,  had  been  badly  beaten  and  left  without 
a shirt,  but  there  was  no  rope.  Marlin  Fineran  told  The  Rapid  City  Journal 
on  Friday. 

Fineran  found  the  victim,  drove  two  2 miles  back  to  the  nearest  town  to 
tell  authorities,  and  then  rushed  back. 

Young,  who  was  found  early  Saturday,  remained  in  a coma  at  Rapid  City 
Regional  Flospital  on  Friday.  Two  Indians  from  the  reservation  have  been 
charged  with  assault,  and  a juvenile  has  been  arrested. 

Bennett  County  Sheriff  Russel  Waterbury  said  Young  had  been  found  with  a 
rope  around  his  neck.  He  also  called  the  assault  a hate  crime,  but  later 
said  he  did  not  mean  that  it  was  racially  motivated.  Young  is  a white  man. 

The  FBI  and  federal  authorities  have  not  filed  any  hate-crime  charges, 
but  said  they're  not  ruling  it  out. 

Waterbury  also  said  there  were  rope  burns  around  Young's  neck. 

Copyright  1999  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE;  sheriff  Waterbury  and  the  Changing  Story"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Aug  1999  16:58:42  GMT 

From:  russell_john@hotmail.com  (John  Russell) 

Sub j : Sheriff  Waterbury  and  the  Changing  Story 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Argus  Leader  Local  News 

http: //www. a rgus leader . com/ news/Sat urdayf eat u r e. shtml 
The  changing  story 

This  story  confirms  what  I suspected  about  Sheriff  Waterbury  and  his 
lack  of  honesty  about  what  really  happened.  He  needs  to  be  held 
accountable . 

By  PETER  HARRIMAN 
Argus  Leader  Staff 
published:  8/28/99 

MARTIN  --  Bennett  County  Sheriff  Russ  Waterbury  was  a peripheral 
player  in  the  investigation  of  a brutal  beating  here  last  week,  but  he 
handled  initial  press  inquiries  into  the  tortuous  beating  of 
22-year-old  Brad  Young. 

And  his  characterization  of  the  incident  as  a hate  crime  brought 
national  media  attention  on  this  tiny  town  between  the  Pine  Ridge  and 
Rosebud  Indian  reservations . 

Waterbury  was  quoted  by  the  Associated  Press  as  saying  Young  had  a 
rope  around  his  neck  and  was  dragged  behind  a truck.  Journalists  -- 
including  representatives  from  this  one  --  leaped  on  the  story  that 
sounded  revoltingly  similar  to  a case  in  Jasper,  Texas,  where  a black 
man  was  killed  by  whites  who  chained  him  to  a truck  and  drug  him  down 


an  asphalt  road. 

NBC's  "Today"  show  carried  the  story  Wednesday  morning.  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  gave  it  Page  1 play  on  Friday. 

Now  Waterbury  says  he  was  misunderstood.  Although  he  doesn't  deny 
characterizing  the  beating  that  left  Young  unrecognizable  as  a hate 
crime,  he  says  he  didn't  intend  for  it  suggest  racism  was  involved. 

What  he  meant,  Waterbury  says,  "is  it  would  take  somebody  with  a lot 
of  hate  inside  them  to  do  that  to  another  human  being." 

Waterbury  was  the  source  for  the  widely  reported  fact  that  the  victim 
had  a rope  around  his  neck  when  found  last  Saturday  at  an  abandoned 
house  in  nearby  Allen. 

But  Marlin  Fineran,  the  carpenter  who  discovered  Young  when  he  noticed 
a cloud  of  flies  rise  from  his  bloodied  body  in  tall  grass,  says  there 
was  no  rope  around  the  man's  neck. 

When  confronted  about  that  contradiction  Thursday  night,  Waterbury 
explained  that  he  made  the  assumption  a rope  and  a vehicle  was  used 
while  examining  grotesque  photographs  of  Young's  injuries  and  talking 
to  a tribal  investigator  who  handled  the  initial  investigation. 

"They  said  he  was  drug"  with  a rope,  Waterbury  said. 

On  Friday,  however,  Waterbury  said  he  told  reporters  only  that  Young's 
injuries  made  it  appear  he  had  been  dragged.  And  he  insisted  that  he 
never  said  a vehicle  was  involved. 

The  affidavit  attached  to  the  federal  criminal  assault  complaint 
against  Bryon  Bissonette  and  Louis  Means  sheds  some  light  on  the 
manner  and  extent  to  which  Young  was  dragged  around  the  abandoned 
house  and  yard.  It  explains  that  he  was  kicked  multiple  times  in  the 
head,  chest,  legs  and  arms,  thrown  into  a crawl  space,  then  dragged  to 
another  place  and  kicked  again. 

Waterbury  said  photos  of  Young's  ruined  face  taken  last  Saturday  by 
his  deputy  while  Young  lay  unconscious  in  the  Martin  Hospital  show 
what  appear  to  be  rope  burns  across  Young's  neck.  It  fit  with  an 
account  of  the  incident  Waterbury  received  about  6 p.m.  last  Saturday 
from  Oglala  Tribal  Police  Criminal  Investigator  Paul  Forney,  when 
Forney  called  to  ask  Waterbury  to  pick  up  a Martin  juvenile  wanted  in 
the  case. 

Waterbury  says  Forney  told  him  then  a vehicle  was  used  in  the  assault. 
But  Waterbury  says  he  asked  his  deputy,  whether  Young's  torso  had 
abrasions,  and  when  deputy  Brandon  Arnold  said  no,  Waterbury  concluded 
that  if  Young  was  dragged  it  had  to  be  by  hand. 

Forney  declined  to  comment.  He  referred  questions  to  Capt.  Austin 
Watkins  of  the  Oglala  Tribal  Sioux  police. 

Watkins  says  his  officers  did  not  make  any  claims  to  Waterbury  or 
anyone  else  that  Young  had  been  dragged  by  a vehicle.  He  deferred 
further  comment  to  William  Grode,  FBI  special  agent  who  investigates 
criminal  cases  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  and  adjacent  Oglala-owned 
land . 

Grode  acknowledged  Friday  that  he,  too,  had  heard  rumors  of  Young 
being  dragged  behind  a vehicle,  "but  I don't  know  where  that  rumor 
started.  On  Friday  I had  two  rapes,  a shooting,  and  this.  Sunday  I had 
two  stabbings,  a murder,  and  another  stabbing.  It  all  runs  together." 

According  to  the  affidavit.  Young,  Means,  Bissonette  and  a minor  were 
driven  to  the  abandoned  house  by  Albert  Salomon,  who  left  them  there 
without  transportation.  The  beating  occurred  after  Salomon  left, 
investigators  say.  And  as  far  as  officials  know,  the  only  vehicle  on 
the  property  when  the  beating  occurred  was  an  abandoned  Silverado 
pickup  --  that  did  not  have  an  engine. 

While  Young's  mother  is  no  investigator,  she  told  the  Associated  Press 
Friday  that  her  son,  who  remains  in  a coma  at  a Rapid  City  hospital, 
does  have  rope  burns  on  his  neck. 

"He  was  dragged,  but  not  by  a vehicle,"  Carol  Bucholz  said.  "It  was  by 
hand.  There  was  rope  marks  on  his  neck." 

From  afar,  Martin  and  Allen  are  thin,  dark  lines  of  trees  and 
buildings  silhouetted  on  high  ground  against  blue  sky  and  rising  from 
faded  tan  and  green  prairie.  It  is  the  only  thing  lofty  about  these 
Bennett  County  towns. 


From  the  look  of  things,  poverty  is  hot  on  the  heels  of  just  getting 
by  --  which  passes  for  opulence  here. 

Two  cultures  share  this  place,  uneasily  at  times.  And  tensions  were 
torqued  when  the  two  Oglala  men  and  a juvenile  were  charged  with 
beating  Young,  who's  white,  nearly  to  death. 

This  media  rumble  began  when  Gordon,  Neb.  radio  station  KSDZ  tipped 
off  the  Associated  Press  that  Young,  22,  of  Martin,  had  been  dragged 
behind  a vehicle  by  a rope  around  his  neck.  AP  Bureau  Chief  Tena 
Haraldson  says  her  reporter  double  checked  the  tip  with  Waterbury, 
combined  it  with  the  work  of  a Rapid  City  television  station  and  put 
it  on  the  wire  Tuesday  evening. 

That  incited  a media  frenzy. 

Waterbury  had  a chance  to  shut  it  down  even  as  late  as  11  p.m.  Tuesday 
when  this  newspaper  called  to  confirm  the  account  reported  by  the  AP. 

But  rather  than  pointing  out  what  he  now  says  are  errors,  Waterbury 
let  the  story  stand. 

Allegations  Young  was  dragged  by  a vehicle  "was  basically 
supposition,"  acknowledged  Allen  Maltbie,  public  service  director  for 
KSDZ.  He  said  a reporter  from  the  station  interviewed  "a  relative  of 
the  victim.  It  was  his  aunt,  but  I don't  have  her  name. 

"I  believe  it  was  a supposition  on  her  part.  Other  than  that,  I'm  not 
entirely  sure  a vehicle  was  involved." 

Haraldson  says  AP  reporter  Dosh  Kucera's  first  contact  with  the  story 
was  background  notes  from  Dohn  Kant  of  KSDZ  that  he  received  about 
mid-afternoon  Tuesday.  She  says  she  believed  the  station  got  its 
information  about  a vehicle  being  used  in  the  assault  not  from  a Young 
relative,  but  from  Waterbury. 

Haraldson  points  out  that  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  AP  to  re-report 
stories  that  come  from  out  of  state.  She  notes  that  Kucera  "is 
meticulous  to  the  point  of  being  anal." 

But  Chris  Hopkins,  of  KOTA-TV  in  Rapid  City,  confirmed  Sheriff 
Waterbury' s assertion  that  while  he  told  reporters  Young  appeared  to 
have  been  dragged,  he  did  not  say  anything  about  a vehicle. 

"I  specifically  asked  the  sheriff,  and  he  said  there  was  no  evidence 
of  a vehicle,"  Hopkins  says.  He  said  the  story  broke  for  KOTA  about 
noon  Tuesday,  and  it  reported  it  on  its  early  evening  news.  The  AP 
subsequently  incorporated  KOTA's  reporting  into  its  own  stories,  and 
credited  it  with  claims  Young  had  been  dragged  by  a vehicle. 

"KOTA  sent  us  their  information.  They  had  neck,  rope,  dragged," 
Harrelson  said.  She  acknowledges  upset  KOTA  representatives  contacted 
the  AP  shortly  after. 

"They  said,  'You're  crediting  us  with  this,  and  we  never  said  anything 
about  a truck,  just  dragged,'  " Harrelson  says. 

What  now  appears  to  have  happened  to  Young  is  this: 

About  10  p.m.  Friday  in  downtown  Martin  he  climbed  into  a vehicle 
driven  by  Albert  Salomon  and  containing  Byron  Bissonette,  Louis  Means, 
and  the  juvenile.  That  was  unusual  for  Young,  Waterbury  says.  He  was  a 
quiet  individual  who  spent  most  of  time  with  his  fiancee,  Lisa 
Weidmann,  and  their  young  son,  Zachary,  when  Young  wasn't  working  at 
his  uncle's  body  shop. 

About  10:30  p.m.  Young  purchased  beer  at  a Martin  convenience  store. 
The  transaction  appears  on  the  store's  surveillance  camera  tape  and 
eventually  allowed  Waterbury  to  identify  Young. 

Salomon  drove  the  group  to  an  unoccupied  house  about  two  miles  outside 
Allen,  then  left.  Young  and  the  other  three  were  drinking,  when, 
according  to  the  juvenile  during  Waterbury' s questioning.  Means  walked 
up  beside  Young  and  struck  him  on  the  side  of  the  head.  The  blow 
apparently  knocked  Young  out,  and  when  he  hit  the  ground  the  three 
began  kicking  him. 

Waterbury  said  the  juvenile  told  him  "Louis  did  most  of  the  kicking. 

He  was  wearing  steel-toed  boots." 

In  the  complaint  against  Bissonette  and  Means,  Capt.  Watkins  reported 
that  Means  told  him:  "Byron  Bissonette,  himself  and  another  person  had 


beaten  Bradley  Young,  dragged  him  across  a field,  thrown  him  into  a 
house  crawl  space,  dragged  him  out  and  then  kicked  him  numerous  times 
in  the  head.  They  then  left  him  in  a field  and  departed." 

Waterbury  says  when  he  told  the  juvenile  the  extent  of  Young's 
injuries  and  asked  why  he  was  beaten,  "he  smirked  and  said,  'We  must 
have  messed  him  up.  I didn't  think  we  did  it  that  bad.'  " 

Fineran  is  the  lead  carpenter  for  the  Oglala  Housing  Authority.  He 
said  he  had  recently  worked  on  an  unoccupied  house  near  Allen  and 
boarded  up  its  doors  and  windows.  Someone  in  Allen  noticed  a piece  of 
plywood  missing  and  phoned  Fineran 's  brother,  who  passed  along  the 
message.  About  9:15  a.m.  Saturday,  Fineran  went  to  check  on  the  site. 

Fineran  says  he  discovered  Young  unconscious  and  covered  with  blood. 

He  says  he  checked  for  a pulse  then  raced  back  to  Allen  to  notify 
tribal  police. 

Young  was  transported  by  tribal  ambulance  to  Martin  Hospital,  where  he 
was  registered  as  a John  Doe,  since  his  face  was  so  badly  swollen  and 
discolored  he  was  unrecognizable. 

Shortly  later,  deputy  Arnold  took  photos  of  the  injured  man. 

Young  was  flown  to  Rapid  City  about  3:45  p.m. 

When  Waterbury  came  on  duty  about  5 p.m.,  he  saw  the  photos,  and  then 
Forney  called  to  ask  him  to  take  the  juvenile  into  custody. 

During  questioning,  the  juvenile  said  Young  had  bought  beer  about 
10:30  p.m.  Friday.  Waterbury  retrieved  the  store's  surveillance  tape, 
saw  the  transaction  and  recognized  Young,  whom  he  knew  slightly. 

He  said  he  went  to  Young's  house,  and  Weidmann  was  standing  outside. 

"I  asked  her  'Is  Brad  home?'  and  she  became  hysterical.  She  had  just 
filed  a missing  person's  report.  She  asked  if  he  was  dead,  if  he'd 
been  in  a car  wreck. 

"I  said,  'There's  a very  good  chance  Brad  is  in  Rapid  City.'  " 

"RE:  Peltier  Birthday  Events"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Aug  1999  14:14:54  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : PELTIER  BIRTHDAY  EVENTS 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  the  list  of  what  is  currently  planned  for  International  Day  of 
Awareness  for  Leonard  Peltier  which  is  September  12--his  55th  birthday.  See 
if  anything  is  happening  near  you.  If  not,  a simple  video  showing  or 
potluck  gathering  with  literature  will  help  spread  the  word.  We  know  these 
are  only  a few  of  the  events  being  planned--please  let  us  know  if  you  are 
organizing  something  so  we  can  add  you  to  the  list.  Also,  Leonard  can 
receive  US  postal  money  orders,  paper  back  books,  subscriptions  to 
magazines,  and  happy  birthday  cards  from  you  for  his  55th.  (send  to: 
USPL/#89637- 13 2/ Leonard  Peltier/PO  Box  1000/Leavenworth,  KS  66048)  THANKS! 
---LPDC 


PELTIER  BIRTHDAY  EVENTS  AND  FUND  RAISERS 

EUGENE,  OREGON 
Sunday,  September  12 
Contact  Beth: 
isco@efn.org 

NEW  YORK  CITY 
Saturday,  September  11 
International  Action  Center  3-7  p.m. 

14th  Street  between  5th  and  6th  Ave. 

Host  - Raven  WBAI 
Speakers,  poets,  and  rappers 
Contact  Theresa:  718-934-5501 
cessana@aol . com 


Up-state  NEW  YORK 


Monday,  September  27,  1999 

Columbia-Greene  Community  College  7-10  p.m.  Rm  136 
Teach-In  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu  Jamal 
Videos  and  speakers 

Contact:  National  Mumia  Abu- Jamal  Defense  ADHOC  Committee  518-672-6441 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CALIFORNIA 
September  12,  1999 
Contact  Marie: 
marie@kagan . com 

STONY  BROOK,  NEW  YORK 
Sunday,  September  12 
Borders  Books  - 7:30  p.m. 

Book  Reading 
Contact  DeAnna: 

PRDeVine@aol . com 

SAN  DIEGO,  CALIFORNIA 

Sunday,  September  12 

Candle  Light  Vigil  and  Birthday  Party 

World  Beat  Center  in  Balboa  Park  - 5:00  p.m. 

2100  Park  Boulevard 
Drumming,  music,  spoken  word 
Contact  the  Peace  and  Freedom  Party: 

Janice  Iordan  - 619-233-9784 
Tim  Helsley  - 619-442-9203 

PHILMONT,  NEW  YORK 
Sunday,  September  12 
Birthday  Party 

11  Church  St.  - 6:30-10:30  p.m. 

Videos,  Pot  luck 

Contact  "People  for  Peltier":  518-672-6441 

LAS  VEGAS,  NEVADA 
Sunday,  September  12 
Cafe  Copioh  - 7 p.m. 

4550  S.  Maryland  Pkwy. 

Speakers,  music,  poets 

Contact  "Worldfolk" : 702-220-9194 

worldfok@aol . com 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 
Saturday,  September  11 
Birthday  party 
Contact  Jennifer  Harbury: 
jenniferh@globalexchange.org 

COVELO,  CALIFORNIA 
Sunday,  September  12 

Details  tba-contact  the  LPDC  until  then: 
lpdc@idir.net 

WASHINGTON  DC 
September  12 
Birthday  Party 

Contact  Tom  Porter:  202-265-1114 

Hollywood,  California 
September  12 

Contact  Linda  Sixfeathers: 
mitakuasin@aol . com 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 


Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 
http://members.xoom . com/f reepe It ier /index. html 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  22  August  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

lames,  Charles  P 
#284-382 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 
Ancestry:  Lakota/Cherokee 

Jett,  Alan  Lee 
#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

loan,  Robert  Richard 
#194-728 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Jones,  Richard  Oscar 
#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606 

"RE:  Preserving  the  Apache  Language"  - — 

Date:  Sun,  29  August  99  2112:40  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (jans@atlcom.net) 

Sub j : Preserving  the  Apache  Language<fwd> 

Preserving  the  Apache  language 
By  Kispoko  T 

adapted  from  an  article  at: 

http: //www. oklahoman . com/cgi-bin/ shart Prehives 

When  the  U.S.  government  stole  Indian  lands  and  freedom.  Native  Nations 
lost  more  than  that;  they  lost  traditional  foods,  songs,  dances,  and  many 
languages.  The  Fort  Sill-Apache  tribe  is  one  of  those  nations  facing 
language  extinction.  Reportedly,  only  one  living  person  speaks  the  old 
words.  But,  thanks  to  Apache  tribal  historian  Michael  Darrow,  42,  the 
language  of  Mangas  Coloradas,  Cochise  and  Geronimo  will  never  die. 

"To  me,  this  is  pretty  much  all  that  remains  of  the  wealth  of  the 
families  in  our  tribe,"  Darrow  recently  commented.  "We  were  once  a 
prosperous  nation  with  our  own  land  and  our  own  everything.  And  pretty 
much  everything  physical  our  people  owned  was  taken  away.  Our  language  is 
one  of  the  few  treasures  we  have  remaining." 

Darrow  is  transcribing  the  tribe's  only  real  language  source, 
"Chiricahua-Mescalero  Apache  Texts,"  from  its  written  form  onto  audio 
tapes.  Published  in  1938  by  linguist  Harry  Hoijer,  Apache  Texts  is  very 
difficult  for  non-linguists  to  read.  Darrow  is  making  it  easier  by 
applying  recognized  Apache  pronunciation  marks,  and  separating  the 
Chiricahua  and  Mescalero  words,  which  are  in  themselves  two  distinct 
languages . 

"Fortunately,  Hoijer  was  an  excellent  linguist,"  said  Darrow,  whose 
tribe  is  made  up  of  Chiricahua  and  Warm  Springs  Apache  people.  "We  were 
able  to  read  some  of  his  information  back  to  older  tribal  members,  and 
their  reaction  was  they  could  find  very  little  problem  with  it.  He  was  a 
very  good  researcher." 

With  no  formal  education,  Darrow  embarked  on  a serious  study  of 
linguistics  in  hopes  of  mastering  his  tribe's  language.  He  is  able  to 
write  the  language  if  he  hears  it,  and  pronounce  it  if  he  sees  it  written. 

Ruey  Darrow,  Michael's  mother  and  the  tribe's  chairwoman,  thinks  what 
her  son  is  doing  is  wonderful. 

"...  The  younger  people  go  to  ballgames  and  work  for  a living,  which 
takes  all  of  24  hours  a day.  They  are  all  very  proud  of  their  heritage, 
and  they  do  what  they  can,  but  they  can't  make  a living  by  learning  their 
language . " 

The  Apache  people  spent  28  years  as  prisoners  of  war  before  their 
release  in  1914.  Originally  numbering  2,000  to  3,000  people,  their  current 
nationwide  enrollment  numbers  is  430. 

When  asked  why  his  project  is  so  important  to  him,  Darrow  answers:  "Why? 


I would  spend  the 

rest  of  my  life  feeling  guilty 

if  I didn't  do  something 

Endangered  Indian 

languages  in  Oklahoma:  26 

Languages  with  at 

least  one  living 

speaker: 

Chiricahua  Apache 

Plains  Apache 

Caddo 

Cherokee 

Cheyenne 

Chickasaw 

Choctaw 

Comanche 

Delaware 

Euchee 

Iowa 

Kickapoo 

Kiowa 

Mvskoke 

Osage 

Otoe 

Ottawa 

Pawnee 

Ponca 

Potawatomi 

Mesquakie 

Seneca 

Shawnee 

Wichita 

Alabama 

Hitchiti 

Cayuga 

Kaw 

Kitsai 

Koasati 

Miami 

Modoc 

Natchez  Peoria  Quapaw 

Reprinted  with  permission.  For  more  Native  American  stories,  visit  Turtle 
Tracks.  For  more  information,  visit  The  The  Oklahoman's  Editorial  Department 

- "RE:  Sundancing"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Jul  1999  13:44:52  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Sundancing 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I thought  to  think  how  it  would  be  to  Sun  Dance.  I have  been  to  a few 

but  as  a visitor.  My  sons  are  thinking  on  this  as  well  and  I have  five. 

My  two  youngest  have  been  asking  many  questions  in  this  regard  and  so 
are  looking  to  make  themselves  ready  and  prepare  by  the  long  way  of 
going  around  about  it,  to  live  a life  so  that  they  might  be  ready  for  a 

dream,  some  vision  to  let  them  know  it  is  time  to  dance.  In  this  way 

they  are  now  up  with  the  dawn  and  running  to  meet  it,  and  so  prepare 
their  bodies  for  such  an  effort,  but  this  is  just  a small  part  of  it 
all.  We  go  about  and  think  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  and  this  is 
when  I will  do  it  and  often  times  it  is  not  our  choice.  We  have  wants, 
needs  and  dreams  to  try  to  fulfill  and  so  it  is  a battle  of  sorts 
played  out  in  the  fields  or  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  individual.  Flow 
do  you  prepare  for  such  a thing,  to  have  such  a dream,  to  know  when  it 
is  time.  I think  this  is  how  it  is  in  a way  to  prepare  for  life  and  in 
times  of  struggle  to  go  down  deep  within  to  find  the  reserves  to  go  on. 

My  sons  are  thinking  this  and  so  they  have  set  out  to  meet  this  dawn 
and  each  new  day  the  same  way  so  that  their  bodies  can  make  sacrifices 
and  in  doing  so  build  their  spirit.  I am  not  a Sun  Dancer  but  their 
uncles  are  and  so  we  will  see  where  this  will  go,  a day  at  a time  I 
think 


"RE : Poem:  Half  Breed"  

Date:  Wed,  5 May  1999  17:43:40  -0700 

From:  "Ableza  Institute"  <ableza@pacbell . net> 

Sub j : Half  Breed 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Half  Breed 

My  blood  runs  red 

like  the  road  beneath  my  feet 

but  You 

see  only  the  color 
of  my  mother's  skin 
I carry 

through  a trick  of 
genetics 

and  the  Indian  Relocation  Act 
Smoke  rises 

from  sweat-fire  circle 
unclouding  your  eyes 
to  my  Ancestors 
to  my  Father's  Blood 
as  Red  as  yours 
jumping  to  the  drum 
deep  in  my  heart 

1998  by  David  Yohn 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 


Date:  Sun,  29  Aug  99  02:17:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  5-11 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

5 

Know  all  there  is  to  know,  ...  and  cherish  what  you  learn. 

6 

Never  make  excuses  to  avoid  doing  the  things  you  truly  love. 

7 

Time  will  not  stand  still  for  our  convenience  --  we  must 
make  the  time  we  need  to  build  our  dreams. 

8 

To  walk  upon  black  sands  is  to  feel  the  touch  of  Pele. 

9 

Whenever  we  think  we  know  all  there  is  to  know,  ...  the  universe  changes. 

10 

Each  person  sees  the  world  a little  differently. 

11 

You  can  see  your  true  self  reflected  in  a still  pond. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  30  August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

September  3-5 
Wee-Git chie-Ne-Me-E- Dim 
Veterans  Memorial  Grounds 
Cass  Lake,  Minnesota 
(218)  335-8289 

September  3-6 

The  85th  Annual  Spokane  Indian  Days  Celebration 
Wellpinit,  Washington 
For  more  information  on  Concessions,  call 
Kim  LeBret  509.258.9114  or  Ivan  Wynecoop  509.258.9114 
For  more  information  on  the  Powwow  call 
Ilene  Flett  509.258.4581  or  Carol  Campbell  509.258.7038 

September  3-6 

Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival  (traditional) 

Choctaw  Capitol 
Tushkahoma,  Oklahoma 
(580)  924-8280 

September  3-6 

Labor  Day  Weekend  Celebration  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin 
608)  847-5694 

September  3-6 
Ponemah  (traditional) 

Ponemah  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Ponemah,  Minnesota 


(218)  679-3341 


September  4-5 

Michinemackinong  (traditional) 

Marquette  Museum 
St  Ignace,  Michigan 
(906)  863-9831  or  (906)  643-7436 

September  4-5 

The  Mackinac  Band  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians 
presents  Michinemackinong  Traditional  Powwow 
location  TBA.  St  Ignace,  Michigan 

Traders  by  invitation  only.  Public  Welcome.  NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL  ON  POWWOW 
OR  CAMPING  GROUNDS.  No  Outside  Raffles.  No  Camp  Fires.  Security  Provided. 
(906)  863-9831  or  (906)  643-7436 

September  4-5 

39th  Tecumseh  Lodge  Labor  Day  (traditional) 

Tipton  4-H  Fair  Grounds 
Tipton,  Indiana 
(317)  773-4233 

September  4-5 
25th  Moraviantown  (contest) 

Highgate  Road 
Moravian  Reserve,  Ontario 
(519)  692-3969 

September  4-5 
7th  First  Light  (traditional) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Athens,  Maine 
(207)  654-3981 

September  4-6 

Shinnecock  Powwow  at  Shinnecock  Indian  Reservation 
Off  Route  27A  in  Southampton,  New  York 
Over  $20,000  in  Dance  and  Drum  Competition. 

Over  85  Native  vendors.  Flute  Player.  Storytelling.  Hospitality  Nights 

Admission  $8/5.  Free  parking  with  shuttle  service 

Shinnecock  Youth  Dancers,  Thunderbird  American  Indian  Dancers, 

Tlalcopan  Aztec  Dancers.  Host  Drum:  Young  Blood 

Saturday  and  Sunday  10AM-10PM.  Monday  10am-6pm 
(516)  283-6143  Tribal  Office  or  (516)  287-3165  Shinnecock  Church 

September  4-6 
17th  Labor  Days  (traditional) 

Heimat  Haus 
Grove  City,  Ohio 
(614)443-6120 

September  4-6 
Mohawk  Trail  (traditional) 

Indian  Plaza 

Charlemont,  Massachusettes 
(413)  339-4096 

September  9-12 

30th  United  Tribes  International  (contest) 

UTTC  Campus 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota 
(701)  255-3285  ext.  293 

September  10  - 12 

American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis 


Jefferson  Barracks  Park  (Grants  Shelter) 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
(314)  773-3316 

Sept  10  - 12 

Indian  Summer  Festival  (contest) 

Maier  Festival  Park 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

(414)774-7119  Or  visit  on  the  WEB:  Indian  Summer  '99 

September  10  - 12 
10th  Sycuan  Pow-wow  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
El  Cajon,  California 
(619)  445-0707 

September  10  - 12 
79th  Southern  Ute  (contest) 

Sky  Ute  Downs  Arena 
Ignacio,  Colorado 
(970)  563-4156 

September  10  -12 

37th  National  Championship  (contest) 

Traders  Village 
Grand  Prarie,  Texas 
(972)  647-2331 

September  10  - 12 

Batchewana  First  Nation  11th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
236  Frontenac  St.  Rankin  Reserve  Ontario 
Host  Drum:  Kingbird  Singers 
(705)  759-0914  Email :tsayers@batchewana . ca 

September  11  - 12 
12th  Trail  of  Tears  (contest) 

Trail  of  Tears  Park 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky 
(502)  886-8033 

September  11  - 12 

3rd  Annual  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow 
10:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

Honoring  Those  Who  Walk  With  The  Creator 
40  American  Indian  Traders 
Food  Venders/Story  Telling/Dancers/Singers/Drummers 
Host  Drum:  Strongheart  Singers 
Black  Rock  State  Park 
Route  6,  Watertown,  Connecticut 
5 miles  north  of  Waterbury  just  off  Route  8,  Exit  38 
Admission : 

$6  adults-$4  seniors-$3  children  6-12  years  old-Under  6 free 
For  more  information  call:  203-562-7042 

Organized  by:  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow  Committee 
Sponsored  by:  American  Indians  for  Development 
The  Black  Rock  Powwow  Webpage 

September  17  - 19 
Autumn  Gathering  (traditional) 

Veterans  Park 
Genoa  City,  Wisconsin 
(414)  473-7748  or  (414)  248-2784(daytime) 


September  17  - 19 
The  Great  Mohican  (contest) 


Pow-wow  Grounds 
Londonville,  Ohio 
(419)994-4987  or  (419)  994-4008 

September  18  - 19 
5th  Harvest  (traditional) 

Immanuel  Lutheran  Church 
Mokena,  Illinois 
(630)  961-9323 

September  23  - 26 

27th  National  Indian  Days  (contest) 

White  Swan  Pavilion 
White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121  ext.  408 

September  24  - 26 
Kituwah  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
(704)  252-3880 

Sept  24  - 26 

Council  Tree  Pow  wow  & Cultural  Festival 
Delta,  Colorado 

(800)  874-1741  or  (970)  874-1718  or  (970)  874-7566 
Email:  deltaco@ocinet.net 

September  24  - 26 
9th  Casino  Morongo  (contest) 

Casino  Grounds 
Cabazon,  California 
(909)  849-3080  ext.  274 

September  24  - 25 
Indian  Trail  (contest) 

Metrolina 

Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(704)  331-4818 

September  25  - 26 

4th  lean  Jacques  Blanchard  (contest) 

Millstream  Fair  Grounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
(419)  894-6927 

September  25  - 26 

Manville  Settler's  Day  (traditional) 

Manville  Sportmen's  Club 
Manville  (Lincoln),  Rhode  Island 
(508)  528-7629 

September  25  - 26 
24th  Honor  the  Eagle 
DeSoto  Caverns  Park 
Childersburg,  Alabama 
(205)  378-7252 

September  25  - 26 

16th  Annual  Powwow  at  the  Indian  Trail  Elementary  School, 
200  Education  Rd,  Indian  Train,  North  Carolina 
No  Adm.  Fee  to  the  public.  Head  Staff  TBA. 

(704)  331-4818  FAX  (704)  331-9501 


October  8-10 


Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Healing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/HGW 


Date:  Thu,  12  Aug  1999  12:26:53  GMT 
From:  "frosty"  <frosty@frostys.qc.ca> 

Sub j : Montreal  POWWOW 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal  is  preparing 
for  its  18th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  event 
will  take  place  on  September  11th  & 12th,  1999  on  the 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal. 

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME! 

The  NFCM  Pow  Wow  is  a celebration  of  native 
contemporary  culture,  where  dancers,  drummers,  craft  & 
food  vendors  come  together  and  share  traditions. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  Inuit  teachings  such  as 
story  telling  and  throat  singing  as  well  as  workshops 
for  children. 

The  Pow  Wow  is  one 

way  we  like  to  accomplish  this.  We  are  expecting 
between  5000  -10  000  spectators. 

Admission  is  $8.00  for  adults,  $6.00  for  students  and 
elders,  children  12  and  under  are  admitted  for  free. 
Saturday,  September  11th: 

Sunday,  September  12th: 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  suggestions 
please  contact: 

Tanja  (tanja@nfcm.org)  or 
Jacinda  (powwow@nfcm.org) 

You  can  also  phone  us  the  Centre  at  (514)  499-1854 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 


will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLLITTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 


Millie  Ketcheshawno 
Event  Director 


lames  M.  Fortier 

Event  Coordinator 


The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10036 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10036 


Date:  Thu,  20  May  1999  23:29:09  -0500 


From:  Nina  Campbell  <ncampbell(3nortexinfo . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Events 

I believe  someone  asked  the  other  day  about  Native  American  events  in 
CA.  I am  forwarding  an  email  concerning  the  event,  as  well  as  info  on 
how  to  subscribe  to  the  event  list. 

Nina  Lynn  Campbell 
Lynn  Hope  Born  of  Morning 
Texas  Cherokee 

Loc:  CA  Starting:  09-18-1999  Ending:  09-19-1999 
Type:  5 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration 

11th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Saturday  Sept  18  and  Sunday  Sept 
19  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  held  at  the  Antelope  Valley  Indian  Museum, 
located  17  miles  East  of  Lancaster,  CA  at  15071  East  Ave.  M.  The  Museum 
website  is  at  http://www.avim.av.org 

Our  Annual  Celebration  features  dancers,  storytellers,  music  and  artisans. 
Frybread  and  other  food.  All  amidst  the  ancient  rocks  of  Piaute  Butte. 

For  more  information,  visit  our  website,  or  call  (661)  946-3055.  Dancers, 
artisans  and  vendors  by  invitation  only. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-September  3-5,  1999- 
Labor  Day  Powwow  Wee-Gitchie-Ne-Me-E-Dim 
Cass  Lake,  MN 
Henry:  (218)  335-8289 

Western  Canadian  Slo-Pitch  Championships 
Whitecap  Dakota  Sioux  First  Nation,  SK 
Bill  Hones:  (306)  934-4706 

-September  4 & 5,  1999- 
Nipissing  10  Anniversary  Powwow 
North  Bay,  ON  (705)  753-2050 

- September  4-6,  1999- 
17th  Annual  Labor  Day  Powwow 
Grove  City,  OH  (614)  443-6120 

-September  8 - 10,  1999- 
13th  Annual  Black  Hills  Expo 
Rapid  City,  SD  (605)  353-5718 

-September  8 - 11,  1999- 
Miss  Indian  Nations  Pageant 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

-September  9 - 12,  1999- 
United  Tribes  29th  Annual  Powwow 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

Six  Nations  132nd  Annual 
Fall  Fair  & Powwow 
Ohsweken,  ON  (519)  758-5444 

-September  10  - 12,  1999- 
79th  Annual  Southern  Ute  Powwow 
Ignacio,  CO  (970)  563-4156 

Indian  Summer  Festival 
Mikwaukee,  WI  (414)  774-7119 


■September  11  & 12,  1999' 


Nanticoke  Indian  Powwow 
Grand  Rapids,  MI  (616)  364-4697 

Georgina  Island  Traditional  Powwow 
Georgina  Island,  ON  (807)  885-3401 

18th  Annual  Traditional  "Dancing  Towards  the  Future"  Powwow 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 
Geronimo  Inutiq  and  Dacinda  Kent  : (514)  499-1854 

-September  13  - 19,  1999- 
Treaty  Four  Gathering 
Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 
Heather:  (306)  332-8236 

-September  16  - 19,  1999- 
Schemitzun  99  Intertribal  Powwow 

Mashantucket  Pequot  Reservation,  CT  1-800-224-2676 

-September  18  & 19,  1999- 
Curve  Lake  Annual  Powwow 
Peterborough,  ON  (705)  657-8045 

Treaty  Four  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 

Dudy  Pinay:  (306)  332-1874 

-September  23  - 25,  1999- 
Peepeekisis  First  Nations  2nd  Annual  Arts  Festival 
Regina,  SK  (306)  585-8450 

Council  Tree  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Delta,  CO  (800)  874-1741 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  3,  4 and  5:  Poplar  Indian  Days;  Poplar,  MT; 
(406)  768-3826 

Sept.  3 through  6:  WOLF  Clan  Alliance  Pow  Wow;  Cave 
City,  KT;  (502)  749-4002;  wolfsong@scrtc.com 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  Daycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 


counciltree@doci . net 


OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:16:25  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Fall  Events  -South 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 


INTERSTATE  EVENTS 

Sep.  17-18:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride,  begins  in 
Chattanooga,  TN,  and  ends  in  Waterloo,  AL.  Ride  Schedule:  Meet  at  Ross' 
Landing,  Chattanooga,  leave  at  8:00am  EST  on  Sept.  18;  1st  Stop  - Stevenson, 
AL  [app.  55  miles]  - leave  about  9:00  am  CST;  Stop  #2  - Madison,  AL  [70 
miles]  - halfway  point  & lunch  stop  at  Spencer  Square  & Publix  Shopping 
center  on  Hwy.  20.  Time  to  gas  up  & munch  down.  Trail  of  Tears  Shirts,  Food 
Vendors  nearby.  AL  Harley-Davidson  just  3 miles  west.  Depart  12:00  noon, CST; 
Stop  #3  - McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL  [app.  85  miles]  - leave  3:00pm  CST; 

End  of  Ride  at  Waterloo,  AL  [20  miles],  at  3:30pm  CST.  Total  distance  (one 
way)  230  miles.  Stay  in  the  right  lane.  Left  lane  is  for  cars,  roadguards  & 
police  escorts.  Ride  staggered  & keep  up  with  the  pack.  Official  Road  Guards 
will  wear  orange  vests  - watch  for  & obey  their  signals.  This  ride  is  police 
escorted  all  the  way. Related  events:  Marietta,  GA  - Earl  Small 
Harley-Davidson  will  sponsor  the  Charlie  Maxwell  Memorial  Ride,  leaving  the 
dealership  at  noon  on  Sep  17  to  ride  to  Steel  Harley-Davidson  in  Chattanooga 
& the  TOT  departure  point.  Info:  (770)  919-0000;  Chattanooga,  TN  - Steel 
H-D's  All-Day  Kickoff  Party,  Sep.  17,  10am  - until  ...  Everyone  welcome!2136 
Chapman  Road,  (423)  892-4888;  Sheffield,  AL  - Foster  Harley-Davidson  will 
host  an  Open  House  on  Sep.  17,  and  an  End  of  the  Ride  Party  on  Sep.  18.  Food, 
beverages  & music  all  day.  Everyone  welcome!  Info:  (256)  383-5814; 

Birmingham,  AL  - Group  Ride  to  join  the  main  TOT  caravan,  leaving  6:40am 
from  McDonald's  on  Roebuck  Parkway.  Info:  Perry  White,  Road  Captain,  (205) 
672-0361.  Further  info:  Tennessee  Ride  Leader  & Originator,  Bill  Cason  (423) 
658-5937;  Alabama  Road  Captain,  Terry  Sweet,  (256)  880-5842;  Alabama 
Sponsor/Coordinator,  Terry  Davis  (256)  259-2509;  Georgia  Road  Captain,  Ken 
Markham  (770)  321-1727.  Website:  www.alabamawaterfowl.org,  or, 
www.inexsys.net  Vendors  interested  in  setting  up  in  Waterloo  should  contact: 
Mayor  Sharon  Baron  (256)  764-3237  or  Tanice  Wallace  (256)  764-2709.  There 
will  be  motorcycle-only  parking  on  Main  st.  in  Waterloo,  free  camping  at 
Brush  Creek  & Waterloo  Campgrounds,  a two-day  pow  wow,  and  concert. 


ALABAMA 

Sep.  17-19:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  & Green  Corn  Festival,  Gadsden.  This  event  has 
been  CANCELLED  for  1999. 

Sep.  17-19:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns, 
near  Valley  Head.  Presented  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama.  HM: 
Tony  Walkingstick;  HL:  Lisa  Moonfire  Kirchner;HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest  Drum: 


Bull  Run  Singers;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  ST:  Moon  Shadow;  Native  Archery 
Demonstrations:  Dimmy  Taylor;  FP:  Tommy  Wildcat  & Larry  Campbell;  Special 
Guests:  Dr.  Tony  McClure,  author  of  Cherokee  Proud,  & Wolf,  Native  American 
recording  artist.  Schedule: Friday  (school  day),  8am-5pm;  Saturday,  10am-9pm; 
Sunday,  10am-5pm.  Admission:  Adults  - $5,  children  6-12  - $2,  under  6, 
handicapped  & seniors  - free.  Camping  Reservations:  Sally  Eastman  (256) 
635-0024.  Host  Motel:  Quality  Inn  - Fort  Payne  (256)  845-4013.  More  info: 
Pretty  Moon  (256)  593-8102  or  Blue  Thunder  (205)  841-5693. 

Sep.  18-19:  Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Waterloo.  HM:  Bill 
Flood,  HL:  Alaura  Pyle;  HD's:  Buffalo  Heart  & White  Horse.  MC:  Gary  Smith; 
Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Event 
Coordinator:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361;  Vendor  contact:  Sharon  Baron  (256) 
764-3237.  Other  info:  Milton  Meade  (256)  245-0361. 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival, Desoto  Caverns  Park, Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto 
Caverns  Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  16-17:  The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  Union  Park 
downtown  Ft.  Payne.  THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS  HD:  Southwind, 

MC:  Gary  Smith;  Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard. 
Event  Coordinator:  Derry  Lang.  Info:  Derry  Lang,  (256)  492-5217 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Sep.  18:  Marion  County  Cultural  Festival,  Ocala.  This  event  features 
Performing  & Visual  Arts,  Educational  Programs,  Food,  and  participation  by 
the  White  Buffalo  Society's  Native  American  Education  Program,  with  Tipi, 
Drum,  Vendors,  etc.  Sponsored  by  the  Ocala  Daycees.  Info:  TheWBSInc@aol.com 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  4-5:  Running  Water  Pow  Wow/Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival, 
Ridge  Ferry  Park,  Rome.  MC:  Richard  Bird  (Cherokee);  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer 
(Cherokee);  HL:  Laretta  Weaver  (Choctaw/Cherokee);  HD:  Bird  Chopper 
(Cherokee,  NC);  AD:  Damie  Pheasant  (Cherokee);  ST:  Fred  Bradley  (Cherokee); 
FP:  Larry  Campbell;  Musical  Entertainment:  Sara  Bird  (Cherokee);  CG:  Native 
American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Along  with  the  Dance  Competition, 
there  will  be  Blow  Gun  & TeePee  Competitions,  Educational  & Cultural 
Programs,  and  brain  tanning  & primitive  skills  demonstrations  by  Richie 
Taylor.  Admission:  Adults  -$5,  Children  13-17  & Seniors-  $3,  Children 

12-under  - Free.  Hours:  10am-10pm  Saturday  (GE:  1pm  & 7pm);  10am-6pm  Sunday 
(GE:  1pm).  Presented  by  Native  American  Preservation  of  Georgia,  PO  Box  565, 
Rome,  GA  30162-0565.  Info:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714  or  506-8336, 
FMBlair@aol.com,  or  Indian_Apache@compuserve.com. 

Sep.  18-19:  Ocmulgee  Indian  Celebration,  Ocmulgee  National  Monument,  Macon 
Hours:  10am-6pm.  Free  Admission.  No  camping  on-site.  This  ancient  site  is 
still  considered  sacred  by  the  Muscogee  Creeks.  Address:  1207  Emory  Highway, 
Macon,  GA  31201.  Info:  (912)  752-8257. 

Sep.  25-26:  Pow  Wow  at  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  katinsal@aol.com 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


KENTUCKY 

Sep.  11-12:  Trail  of  Tears  Pow  Wow,  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park, 
Hopkinsville.  Over  $13,000  in  competition  money,plus  Men's  & Women's  Special 
Fancy  Dance  Competition  on  Saturday  night.  HM:  Michael  Roberts  (Ada,  OK);  HL 
Dawn  Russell  (Cherokee,  NC);  AD/Head  Dudge:  Daniel  Tramper;MC:  Richard  Bird; 
ST:  Fred  Bradley;  HND:  Longhair  (Cherokee,  NC);  HSD:  Goodheart  (Stone 
Mountain,  GA);  FP: Larry  Campbell.  Special  performances  by  the  Tlacopan  Aztec 
Dancers.  GO:  10am  daily;  GE:  1pm  & 6pm,  Saturday;  1pm,  Sunday.  Located  at 
Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park,  Highway  41  (Pembroke  Road),  Hopkinsville, 
KY  42240.  Info:  PO  Box  4027,  Hopkinsville,  KY,  42241-4027,  or  (270) 
886-8033/fax:  886-0034,  www.trailoftears.org,  info@trailoftears.org. 


LOUISIANA 

Sep.  10-12:  Global  Wildlife  Center  Pow  Wow,  Highway  40-West,  Folsom.  Info: 
(504)  796-3585. 


MARYLAND 

Sep.  19-20:  Nause  Wai  wash  Band  of  Indians  Native  American  Festival, 
Sailwinds  Park,  Cambridge.  Info:  (410)  376-3889. 

Sep.  18-19:  AISSI  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Waldorf.  Info:  (301)  588-0617. 


MISSISSIPPI 
No  current  listings. 


MISSOURI 

Sep.  11-12:  American  Indian  Center  of  Mid-America  Pow  Wow,  Jefferson 
Barracks  National  Park,  St.  Loius.  Info:  (314)  773-3316. 

Sep.  17-19:  St.  Francis  River  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Industrial  Park,  Farmington. 
Info:  (573)  756-3658  or  756-8261  after  7pm. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  10-12:  Cherokee  Survivors  Motorcycle  Rally,  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771,  ext.  2822, 
or  cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc.com. 

Sep.  10-12:  Coharie  Pow  Wow,  7531  Hwy.  421  North,  Clinton.  Info:  (910) 
564-6909,  or  Route  3,  Box  304-E,  Clinton,  NC  28328  (910)  592-5488. 

Sep.  17-19:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival  & 

Pow  Wow,  Jaycee  Park,  Greensboro.  Info:  (919)  273-8686. 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community 
College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail. 

Info:  (704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sep.  2-5:  Cherokee  National  Holiday  Celebrations,  Tahlequah.  Several  events 
mark  this  special  occasion,  some  of  which  will  be  spotlighted  below.  For  more 
info,  contact  Cherokee  National  Holiday,  PO  Box  948,  Tahlequah,  OK  74465 
(918)  456-0671,  ext.  2543,  or  (800)  850-0348,  ext.  2543,  or 
webmaster@cherokee.org.  Individual  events  listings  follow: 

Sep.  2:  Music  Fest  - Northeastern  State  University  Fine  Arts  Auditorium, 
7pm-llpm . 

Sep.  3-5:  Cherokee  Artist  Calendar  Signing  - in  the  lobby  of  the  Restaurant 
of  the  Cherokees,  10am-4pm.  Contact:  Linda  Taylor  (918)  456-2793. 

Sep.  3-4:  Gospel  Singing  - Heritage  Center  & Sequoyah  Chapel,  Friday 
6-12pm,  Saturday  l:00pm-l:00am. 

Sep.  3-5:  Softball  Tournament  - Phoenix  Park  & SHS  Softball  Fields.  Starts 
at  6pm  Friday,  and  9am  Saturday  & Sunday. 

Sep.  3:  Stickball  - 12:30  - 2:00pm  on  SHS  Campus. 

Sep.  3:  Stomp  Dance  - 6pm  until  ?,  on  SHS  Campus. 

Sep.  4-5:  Arts  & Crafts  - 8am-8pm,  west  of  Election  Services  Building  & 
Courthouse  Square. 

Sep.  4:  Children's  Fishing  Derby  - at  the  pond  by  the  warehouse, 
7:30am-ll:15am. 

Sep.  4:  Children's  Games  - 1:00  - 4:00pm,  behind  Arts  & Crafts  tent  area, 
west  of  Election  Services  Building. 

Sep.  4:  Cornstalk  Shoot  - 7:30am  - 4:00pm,  west  of  Election  Services 
Building. 

Sep.  4:  Fiddler's  Contest  - llam-3pm.  Talking  Leaves  Job  Corps  gym. 

Sep.  4:  Golf  Tourament  - Crosswinds  Golf  Course,  SHS  Campus,  time  TBA. 

Sep.  4:  Holiday  Run  - SHS  Softball  Fields,  7:30am. 


Sep.  4:  Original  Enrolee  Reception  - Tribal  Council  Chambers,  l:00-3:00pm. 
Sep.  4:  Horseshoe  pitch  - Time  & place  TBA. 

Sep.  4:  State  of  the  Nation  Address  & Living  Treasures  Awards  - noon,  on 
the  Courthouse  Square. 

Sep.  4:  Veteran's  Reception  - 4pm,  Tahlequah  Community  Building. 

Sep.  4-5:  Volleyball  Tournament  - SHS  Campus  & Talking  Leaves  lob  Corps, 
7:30am  - 3:00am. 

Sep.  5:  Free  Feed  - 1:00pm,  tent  next  to  Election  Board  Office. 

Sep.  5:  Sunday  Morning  Worship  - SHS  Chapel,  10am  - noon. 

TBA:  Marble  Tournament  - Site  & time  not  yet  determined. 

Sep.  3-4:  Cherokee  National  Holiday  Pow  Wow,  Cultural  Grounds,  Tahlequah. 
MC:  lake  Chanate  (Kiowa);  WS:  Seminole  Nation  Honor  Guard;  Host  Gourd  Clan: 
N.E.  Tai-Piah  Society;  HM:  Zack  Morris  (Sac  & Fox/Pawnee);  HL:  Keri  Bread 
(Comanche/Blackfoot/Assiniboine) ; HS:  Kelly  Anquoe  (Kiowa/Cherokee);  AD's: 
Stanley  lohn  (Navaho),  Mark  Wilson  (Cherokee),  lohn  Hummingbird  (Cherokee), 
Mike  Killer  (Cherokee).  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm-7pm, Gourd  Dancing  & Contestant 
Registration;  7:30pm,  GE;  Saturday,  2pm-5pm,  Gourd  Dancing;  5pm-6:30pm, 
Supper  Break;  7:30pm,  GE.  Parking:  $3  per  car  per  night.  General  info:  (918) 
456-0671,  ext.  2310,  or,  (800)  256-0671,  ext.  2310. 

Sep.  4-5:  Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Pow  Wow,  at  Colony  Park,  Colony.  Info:  (405) 
323-3542  or  323-4877. 

Sep.  4-5:  Eufaula  Pow  Wow,  Eastside  Park,  Eufaula.  Info:  (918)  689-5066. 
Sep.  4-5:  Ottawa  Pow  Wow  & Celebration,  Adawe  Park,  Miami.  Info:  (918) 
540-1536. 

Sep.  4-5:  Labor  day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Caddo  Tribal  Grounds,  Binger.  Info: 
(405)  656-2344. 

Sep.  10-12:  Seminole  Nation  Days  Pow  Wow,  Mekusukey  Mission,  Wewoka.  Info: 
(405)  257-6287  or  257-6691. 

Sep.  18-19:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Bartlesville.  Info:  (918)  336-2781. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  3-5:  Healing  Arts  Festival,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Thomas  House,  520 
East  Main  St.  (Hwy.  151),  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Although  not  a Native 
American  event,  per  se,  this  festival  is  open  to  Native  vendors,  craftsmen 
& lecturers.  There  will  be  speakers,  music,  entertainment,  crafts,  food, 
children's  activities  & more.  Hours:  Friday,  noon  - 10pm;  Saturday, 

10am-10pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 3pm.  Free  admission.  Bands  on  Friday  will  be 
playing  rock,  country,  & 50's  family-style  music.  Acts  include  31-E  at  3pm 
Saturday,  and  Easy  Rider  from  5-6pm.  Speakers  on  Saturday  include:  Alfred  & 
Dorothy  Bates  of  Summertown,  TN,  authors  of  a book  on  Y2K  Living,  speaking 
on  survival  skills  & simple  living;  Bob  & lean  Hayes  on  organic  farming; 
Crossville,  TN,  herbalist,  lohn  Warner;  Marilyn  Green,  a midwife  from 
Carthage,  TN;  Dim  Calloway,  herbalist  from  Franklin,  TN  will  speak  on  flower 
essences;  Nashville's  Tanya  Kell  will  touch  on  homeopathic  remedies;  Carey 
Casey,  from  Georgia,  will  lecture  on  reflexology;  Gina  Page,  of  Virginia, 
will  talk  about  emotional  healing  & kinesiology.  Other  guests  include 
Nashville  colon  hygienest  beborah  Meehan  of  Nashville,  and  reflexologist 
Howard  Daily.  There  are  openings  for  food  & crafts  vendors  & natural  & Native 
medicine  practitioners . Info : Wanda  (615)  666-7210  or  Jennifer  (615)  666-7738 

Sep.  11-12:  Cherokee  Arts  & Crafts  Festival,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Sequoyah 
Birthplace  Museum,  Citco  Road,  Vonore.  Includes  Indian  dances,  music,  food, 
plus  native  American  & Appalachian  hand-made  crafts  & products.  Info: 

Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  PO  Box  69,  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246.  Open 
year  round,  9am-5pm  Mon. -Sat, & noon  - 5pm  on  Sundays  [closed  on  Thanksgiving 
& Christmas].  Operated  by  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians. 

Sep.  24-26:  Middle  Tennessee  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Dames  E.  Ward  Agricultural 
Center  on  the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615) 
444-4899  or  Cindy  Yahola  443-1537. 


TEXAS 

Sep.  8-9:  Grand  Prairie  Championship  Pow  Wow,  Trader's  Village,  2606 
Mayfield  Road,  Grand  Prairie.  Info:  (214)  647-2331. 


VIRGINIA 

Sep.  11:  Indian  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Martinsville.  Info:  (703) 
666-8600. 

Sep.  24-26:  Spirit  of  the  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Crozet.  Info:  (804)  946-0421. 
Sep.  25-26:  Chickahominy  Native  American  Festival,  Providence  Forge.  Info: 
(804)  829-2186  or  829-6333. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Sep.  25-26:  AAIWV  & ANI  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  at  Camp  Washington  Carver, 
Fayette.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony 
Dennings;  Drums:  Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor  info:  Wayne 
Appleton  (304)  342-0884;  general  info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647. 


Date:  Sun,  29  Aug  1999  13:50:00  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : northeast/midwest  fall  events  update 
Northern  & Midwestern  Pow  Wows  & Related  Events 

Sep.  2-4:  The  Mended  Hoop  Tribal  Solidarity  Celebration,  on  Mount  Pisgah, 
Saranac  Lake,  NY.  This  is  a free  event.  Any  money  donated  over  the  weekend 
will  go  to  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee.  This  program  seeks  to  be 
representative  of  all  the  People  on  the  Red  Road,  celebrating  Tribal 
Solidarity  amongst  the  500  Nations  on  Turtle  Island.  Performers  & artists 
from  all  tribal  backgrounds  are  welcome.  If  you  are  interested  in  being  part 
of  the  program,  or  part  of  the  audience,  contact  Ron  Saquuiyona  One  Bear  at: 
wlbear@northnet . org . 

Sep.  3-5:  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Lake  Shawnee, 
Topeka,  KS.  Info:  Mike  Ballard  (785)  272-5489. 

Sep.  4-5:  Nipissing  First  Nation  Traditional  Gathering,  on  Nipissing 
Traditional  Lands,  Hwy.  17,  west  of  North  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  Info:  Karen 
Commanda  (705)  753-2050. 

Sep.  4-5:  Sly  Fox  Wattupa  Reservation  Fund  Raiser,  Bialek  Park,  Linebrook 
Road,  Ipswich,  MA.  Info:  (978)  373-0403. 

Sep.  4-5:  Many  Winds  First  Light  Native  American  Gathering  & Festival, 
Academy  St.,  Athens,  ME.  Info:  (207)  654-3981. 

Sep.  4-5:  Honoring  Our  Elders  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Oceana  County 
Fairgrounds,  Hart,  MI.  Info:  Emily  Smith  (616)  861-5352,  or 
Robin  Mangold  861-0012  (after  5pm). 

Sep.  4-5:  Wee-Gitchie-Ne-Me-E-Dim  Pow  Wow,  Leech  Lake  Reservation, 

Cass  Lake,  MN.  Info:  (218)  335-8289. 

Sep.  4-5:  Pow  Wow  Tonemah,  Red  Lake,  MN.  Info:  A1  Thunder  (218)  679-3341. 

Sep.  4-5:  Tecumseh  Lodge  Pow  Wow,  Tipton  4-H  Grounds,  Tipton,  IN. 

Info:  (317)  773-4233. 

Sep.  4-5:  Moraviantown  Pow  Wow,  Highgate  Road,  Moravian  Reserve,  Ontario, 
Canada.  Info:  (519)  692-3936. 

Sep.  4-6:  Iroquois  Festival,  Howes  Cave,  NY.  Info:  (518)  296-8949. 

Sep  4-6:  Shinnecock  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Southampton,  Long  Island,  NY. 

Info:  (516)  283-6143. 

Sep.  5-6:  LIHA  Labor  Day  Pow  Wow,  Dulac  Land  Trust,  Sanbornton,  NH. 

Info:  (603)  437-3926. 

Sep.  10-12:  Circle  of  the  People  Pow  Wow,  on  the  4-H  Grounds, 

Evansville,  IN.  Info:  (812)  473-2714. 

Sep.  10-12:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Maier  Festival  Park  Complex,  Milwaukee, 
WI.  Info:  (414)  774-7119,  or  www.indiansummer.org. 

Sep.  11-12:  Haskell  Indian  Market,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Lawrence 
Indian  Arts  Show,  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS.  Info: 
Maria  Martin  (785)  864-4245. 

Sep.  11-12:  Nanticoke  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millsboro,  DE.  Info:  (302)  945-3400 
or  945-7022. 

Sep.  11-12:  Chawbunagungamang  Council  Nipmuck  Pow  Wow,  Greenbriar  Park, 
Route  12,  Oxford.  MA.  Info:  (508)  865-9828. 

Sep  11-Oct.  24:  Lawrence  Indian  Arts  Show,  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University,  Lawrence,  KS.  Info:  Maria  Martin  (918)  864-4245. 


Sep.  11-12:  Native  American  Appreciation  Days  Cultural  Exchange  & Pow  Wow, 
Topsham  Fairgrounds,  Topsham,  ME.  Info:  (207)  339-9520. 

Sep.  11-12:  Lenape  Honoring  Festival,  Myrick  Conservation  Center,  West 
Chester,  PA.  Info:  (610)  793-1861. 

Sep.  11-12:  Black  Rock  Pow  Wow,  Black  Rock  State  Park,  Watertown,  CT.  Info: 
(203)  562-7042. 

Sep.  16-19:  Schemitzun  '99  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Reservation,  west  of  Mystic,  CT.  This  is  the  Pequot' s Green  Corn  Festival, 
and  is  a highly  recommended  event.  Info:  (800)  224-CORN. 

Sep.  17-19:  Great  Mohican  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Mohican  Reservation  Festival 
Grounds,  Loudonville,  OH.  Info:  (800)766-2267  or  Allen  Combs  (419)994-4987 

Sep.  18-19:  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival,  George  Rogers  Clark  Park,  Springfield, 

OH.  Info:  (937)  663-4345. 

Sep.  19-20:  Old  Stone  House  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival, 
Slippery  Rock,  PAj  at  intersection  of  Route  8,  Route  173  & Route  528,  12 
miles  north  of  Butler,  PA.  Info:  (724)  738-2408. 

Sep.  24-26:  Red  Eagle  Alliance  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  vernon,  IL.  Info: 
Terry  Sowder  (618)  756-2534. 

Sep.  24-26:  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millstream  Fairgrounds,  Findlay,  OH. 
Info:  Don  VanRenterghem  (419)  894-6927. 

Sep.  24-26:  Land  of  Lakes  Gathering  of  People  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Kosciusko 
County  Fairgrounds,  Warsaw,  IN.  Info:  kosciusko  Co.  Fairgrounds,  PO  Box  1093, 
Warsaw,  IN  46580  (212)  269-1823. 

Sep.  25-26:  University  of  Massachusets  Pow  Wow,  UMASS  Campus  Pond  Lawn, 
Amherst,  MA.  Info:  Dr.  Josephine  White  Eagle  Cultural  Center  (413)  545-1888, 
545-3965,  or  dvincent@acad.umass.edu. 

Sep.  25-26:  Wolf  Soldiers  Three  Crows  Memorial  Pow  Wow,  Roy  Wilkins  Park, 
Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Winter  flower  (718)  978-7057  or  Little  fawn  (516) 
226-5306. 

Sep.  25-26:  Native  American  Art  Festival,  Ballard  Park,  Ridgefield,  CT. 

Info:  (315)  363-7022  (evenings). 

Sep.  26-27:  Council  of  the  Three  Rivers  American  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow, 

200  Charles  St.,  Dorseyville,  PA.  Info:  (412)  782-4457. 

Sep.  28:  Groundbreaking  Ceremony  for  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  on  the  National  Mall,  Washington,  DC.  Info:  NMAI  (212)  514-3820. 


Please  note:  several  of  the  events  listed  for  Sep.  4-5  came  from  sources 
that  merely  listed  the  date  as  Labor  Day  weekend.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  that  there  may  be  variances  on  these  events.  Please  call  to  verify 
actual  dates  before  making  plans  to  attend.  If  you  have  any  updates  on  these 
events,  you  may  send  an  e-mail  to  wanige@aol.com,  and  I will  try  to  make 
appropriate  adjustments. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Aug  1999  08:39:04  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  08/28/99  02:12PM  >>> 

Listen  to  Native  America  Calling  LIVE  in  RealAudio  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET  at 
airos.org/aduio.html 


NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Aug  30  - Sept  3,  1999 
MON  - 8/30:  Crisis  in  Chiapas: 

Reports  from  Chiapas,  Mexico  say  that  Mexican  military  and  paramilitary 
groups  are  preparing  an  all-out  attack  on  several  communities  believed  to  be 
Zapatista  rebel  strongholds.  In  the  past  two  weeks,  nearly  10,000  soldiers 
have  been  sent  to  new  camps  in  the  Lacondon  Jungle  and  have  blockaded  roads 
and  harassed  villagers.  We  examine  the  military  buildup  in  Chiapas  and  ask, 
"What  can  Native  America  do  to  help  find  a peaceful  resolution  and  defuse 
the  current  crisis?"  Guests  include  Jason  Wallick  of  the  Mexico  Solidarity 
Network,  and  representatives  from  the  U.S.  State  Department  and  the  Mexican 
Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C. 

TUE  - 8/31:  The  New  Indian  Country  Today: 

Indian  Country  Today  (ICT)  is  under  new  management  and  we  take  a look  at 
how  the  transition  is  affecting  the  country's  largest  Native  American-owned 
newspaper.  loin  us  as  we  visit  with  new  ICT  Managing  Editor  Miles 
Morrisseau,  a First  Nations  journalist  from  Canada.  We  invite  you  to  call  in 
with  your  suggestions  of  what  news  stories  and  issues  you'd  like  to  see  ICT 
cover . 

WED  - 9/1:  Heaven  & Hell: 

Pope  John  Paul  II  announced  earlier  this  year  that  heaven  and  hell  are 
spiritual  metaphors  and  not  actual  places.  We  ask  you  a complex  question: 
What  are  heaven  and  hell?  Are  they  real  or  imagined  places?  Or  are  they  just 
metaphors?  Do  they  exist  here  in  this  reality?  And  if  they  are  simple 
metaphors,  then  what  purpose  do  they  serve?  Invited  guests  include  a 
spokesperson  for  the  First  Spiritual  Temple  founded  in  1883. 

THU  - 9/2:  Religions  Common  Bonds: 

There  are  spiritual  teachings  and  values,  which  transcend  all  denominations 
of  religion.  Love,  compassion,  understanding,  mercy  and  serving  others  are 
some  of  the  common  values  shared  by  all  religions.  But  can  these  shared 
values  and  beliefs  bring  about  a global  peace  and  understanding?  Invited 
guests  include  Dr.  Huston  Smith,  Professor  of  Religion  and  Thomas  3.  Watson, 
Distinguished  Adjunct  Professor  of  Philosophy  at  Syracuse  University. 

FRI  - 9/3:  Suicide: 

Each  year,  more  people  die  from  suicide  than  homicide  in  the  United  States. 
Native  American  Suicide  rates  are  1 times  the  national  rate.  Why  are  the 
rates  for  our  people  so  much  higher?  Maybe  because  it  is  harder  to  find 
help  in  rural  areas  and  on  reservations*Or  maybe  because  we  just  don't  talk 
about  suicide  and  the  problems  leading  to  suicide  as  much  as  we  should, 
loin  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling  as  they  talk  about  this  avoidable  fate. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 
--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Listen  to  great  Native  American  programming  thru  the  Internet 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Mark  Connolly,  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  via  Michael  Eisenscher,  Alice  H, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Kathy  Kern,  Janet  Smith,  Larry  Innes, 


Robert  Dorman,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Celine  Vaquer,  Dale  Mitchell,  Dim  Steele, 
Jimmie  D.  Oyler,  Robert  Eurich,  Marth  E.  Ture,  David  Yohn,  John  Russell, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Debra  Sanders,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:13:56  2000 
Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  20:02:20  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.037 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  FOL-L,  Innu-L,  Triballaw, 
Minn-Ind  & NatFilm  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, own . natives, 
soc . culture . native,  soc . religion . native-american;  UUCP  email; 
http: //www. tuc son citizen . com/news/ stories /Story 125 23 69. html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/ reid/na veld er. shtml 
http://www.ap.org/  ; http://www.aics.org/justice/camp.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"[A  man]  who  was  in  the  habit  of  beating  his  wife,  was  lead  to  a red-hot 
statue  of  a female,  and  requested  to  treat  it  as  he  had  done  his  wife. 
He  commenced  beating  it,  and  the  sparks  flew  out  and  were  continually 
burning  him.  Thus  it  would  be  done  to  all  who  beat  their  wives." 

retelling  of  a cautionary  Haudenosaunee  tale 


from  the  Code  of  Handsome  Lake 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
[ of  the  Republic  ! 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  i 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _ 

i Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

| 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Our  ancestors  tried  to  make  it  clear  to  the  invaders  that  it  was  the 
Sacred  obligation  of  all  true  human  beings  to  let  those  who  have  crossed 
over  remain  in  their  resting  places  undisturbed.  The  blanket  of  Mother 
Earth  should  remain  as  it  is,  so  that  they  might  continue  their  Spirit 
Dourney  in  a good  way. 

After  two  centuries  of  struggle  and  bitter  confrontations,  public  law 
101-601  was  finally  signed  into  law  in  1990.  This  law,  better  known  as 
the  Native  American  Grave  Protection  Act  (NAGPRA) . While  this  law  does 
much  to  deter  some  open,  malicious  grave  robbing  it  is  not  a cure  all. 
The  Wal-Mart  stores  built  on  our  Ancestor's  bones  at  Hickory  Log  Village 
in  Georgia  and  several  other  locations  are  evidence  a well  financed  and 
determined  developer  can  circumvent  the  law. 


Further,  there  are  more  of  our  ancestors  remains  still  in  museums  that 


have  not  been  returned  than  there  are  living  Native  Americans.  This  is  a 
sad  commentary  on  the  preoccupation  the  invaders  have  with  collecting  and 
destroying  all  they  see  in  what  they  refer  to  as  progress. 

The  humiliations  they  have  inflicted  on  the  our  ancestors  with  pseudo- 
scientific tests  is  mute  testimony  to  their  legacy  of  users  and  abusers. 

Our  ancestors  and  our  elders  have  told  them  this  was  a dangerous  path. 

They  laughed  it  off  as  superstitious  nonsense  from  backward  people. 

However,  I recently  learned  truth  has  come  to  them,  as  it  always  does, 
cloaked  as  the  grim  reaper.  In  their  zeal  to  discover  the  diseases  that  our 
ancestors  carried  they  drilled  into  the  bones,  and  made  two  unwelcome 
discoveries.  The  bones  only  carried  signatures  of  diseases  the  invaders 
had  brought  from  Europe.  And...  three  cases  of  small  pox  were  inflicted 
on  the  researchers. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  13:55:11  -0500 
From:  Rob  Callahan  <rob@robworld . net> 

Sub  j : UNITY  RIDE  UPDATE  #3  - New  Stop  Added 


http: //www. robworld . net /unity 

Having  finished  the  sundance  at  Pipestone  and  returned  to  Lower  Brule 
Tribal  Ranch  for  their  horses,  the  riders  prepare  to  set  out  again.  A 
new  stop  has  been  added  to  the  ride  in  Mankato  for  the  Mahkato  Wacipi, 
September  17,18  & 19.  Wiyohin  Ya  Ta  Ta  Omohie  became  sick  after  the 
sundance  and  the  ride  will  not  start  again  until  his  condition 
improves.  The  riders  are  currently  camped  in  Lower  Brule,  SD. 

Photos  of  the  ride  provided  by  loanne  "lake"  Kaufman,  one  of  the  human 
rights  observers  at  Oceti  Sakowin... 
http: //www. robworld . net/unity/frambois . html 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30377,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Cherokee  Elder  Dies  at  Age  115 


Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  09:03:33  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-04-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Cherokee  elder  dies  at  age  115 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
9/3/99 

She  was  the  oldest  known  Oklahoman. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Medicine,  people,  snuff  and  fishing  marked  the  life  of 
full-blood  Cherokee  Nancy  Lawhead,  the  oldest  known  Oklahoman  until  her 
death  this  week  at  the  age  of  115. 

"She  is  the  oldest  known  in  the  Centurian  Club  of  Oklahoma,  and  we  would 
know  if  there  is  an  older  person  in  Oklahoma,"  said  Richard  Ziglar  of 
Tulsa,  a club  board  member  and  the  coordinator  for  northeastern  Oklahoma. 

Lawhead,  a medicine  woman  whose  life  centered  around  hunting  and  fishing, 
died  Wednesday,  according  to  her  family. 

Funeral  services  are  scheduled  at  2 p.m.  Tuesday  at  Reed  Culver  Funeral 
Home.  They  will  be  conducted  in  the  Cherokee  and  English  languages.  Burial 
will  be  at  Greenleaf  Cemetery. 

"The  medicine  woman  or  medicine  man  is  a dying  breed,"  said  Hastings 
Shade,  deputy  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  a student  and  teacher  of 
Cherokee  culture. 

"There  are  some  left,"  Shade  said,  "but  every  time  we  lose  an  elder, 
that  part  of  what  they  know  is  gone.  Sometimes  they  have  mentored  someone 
and,  hopefully,  that  person  will  carry  on." 

Lawhead 's  daughter,  Rosie  Lee  Armstrong  of  Tulsa,  said  her  mother  was 
born  March  12,  1884,  at  Braggs. 

Armstrong,  who  generally  spoke  with  her  mother  in  Cherokee,  said  the 
full-blood  Cherokee  was  fluent  in  English  but  didn't  necessarily  like  the 
language . 

Armstrong  said  the  family  got  by  hunting  and  fishing  in  the  Illinois  River 
in  the  hill  country  outside  Tahlequah.  Lawhead,  whose  first  husband  died 
shortly  after  they  were  wed,  was  married  twice. 

"They  did  what  little  work  they  could  find.  They  were  country  people  and 
we  were  born  and  raised  on  a river,  hunting  and  fishing.  There  were  no 
jobs,"  Armstrong  said. 

"She  loved  to  fish.  She  could  knock  the  eyeballs  out  of  a perch"  with 
her  fishing  rod,  her  daughter  said. 

Lawhead  also  raised  her  grandson,  John  Lawhead  of  Tahlequah,  and  got  him 
through  school.  He  refers  to  her  as  his  mother. 

Armstrong,  who  said  she  is  "scratching  for  age  70  in  January,"  said  her 
mother  primarily  was  an  Indian  herb  doctor  or  medicine  woman. 

As  a medicine  woman,  Armstrong  said,  her  mother  would  use  herbs  from 
roots  and  tobacco  to  cure  patients  of  everything  from  broken  toes  to  broken 
marriages.  Lawhead  treated  persons  of  all  races  and  didn't  ask  for 
compensation . 

"She  didn't  say  this  will  cost  you  $10  or  $15.  If  they  didn't  give  her 
money,  it  was  perfectly  all  right,"  Armstrong  said. 

During  her  latter  years,  Lawhead  lived  in  quaint  housing  constructed  by 
the  Cherokee  Nation  on  Stick  Ross  Mountain  Road  southwest  of  Tahlequah. 

She  was  bedfast  for  the  last  10  years  of  her  life,  Armstrong  said. 

Lawhead,  the  daughter  recalled,  gave  credit  for  her  long  life  to 
"dipping  old  Garrett  snuff  and  eating  salt  meat." 

She  was  a member  of  the  Greenleaf  Baptist  Church,  never  drove  a car  and  at 
one  time  weighed  353  pounds. 

"She  never  turned  her  back  to  anybody.  She  never  closed  the  door,"  said 
John  Lawhead,  54,  who  recalled  that  his  grandmother  "doctored  a lot  of 


kids  and  people  who  had  been  given  up  on  at  the  hospital.  Some  are  still 
living. " 


"RE : Call  Gov.  Davis  September  9!"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Sep  1999  15:00:57  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : Call  Gov.  Davis  September  9!  Save  Ward  Valley  now! 

CALL  GOVERNOR  DAVIS  ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9 AT  916/445-2841!!!!!!  Tell 
him  to  delay  no  longer  and  end  this  project  once  and  for  all!!  Lets  flood 
the  Capitol's  switchboard  with  calls!!!  We  also  encourage  you  to  write 
Gov.  Davis  at:  State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  CA  95814. 

VICTORY  AT  WARD  VALLEY?  NOT  QUITE! ! 

By  Molly  Dohnson 

Despite  all  of  the  victories  achieved  in  the  fight  to  Save  Ward  Valley 
over  the  last  few  months,  the  war  is  STILL  not  over.  Until  the  State  of 
California  withdraws  the  application  to  purchase  the  land  from  the 
Department  of  Interior,  Ward  Valley  is  not  truly  safe. 

Because  of  Gov.  Gray  Davis'  long-standing  opposition  to  the  dump  project, 
it  was  felt  that  when  the  US  District  Court  in  Washington,  DC  ruled  that 
there  was  no  binding  contract  to  transfer  ownership  of  1,000  acres  of  land 
to  California  for  the  purpose  of  building  a nuclear  waste  dump  that  Gov. 
Davis  would  withdraw  the  land  application  and  stop  the  project  once  and 
for  all. 

So  far,  that  has  not  happened. 

On  Dune  6,  1999  Gov.  Davis  issued  a statement  saying  California  would  not 
pursue  an  appeal  of  the  aforementioned  court  ruling.  US  Ecology,  however, 
despite  the  fact  they  had  originally  stated  they  would  not  appeal  when  the 
decision  was  first  announced,  have  appealed  and  are  still  requesting  the 
land . 

At  the  time  of  the  announcement  that  the  state  would  not  appeal  Gov.  Davis 
also  announced  a panel  of  experts  and  environmentalists  would  be  established 
to  explore  alternatives  for  the  disposal  of  nuclear  waste.  Unfortunately, 
rather  than  choosing  a neutral  expert  on  radioactive  waste  to  head  the 
panel,  he  chose  University  of  California  President  Richard  Atkinson.  The 
University  of  California  is  a producer  of  radioactive  waste  and  a proponent 
of  Ward  Valley!  The  Governor  also  made  no  mention  of  including  the  Tribes 
of  the  Lower  Colorado  River,  those  people  most  affected  by  the  project,  in 
this  panel. 

The  Colorado  River  Native  Nation  Alliance  and  the  Ward  Valley  Coalition 
have  contacted  the  Governor's  office  and  protested  the  exclusion  of  the 
Tribes.  They  have  requested  the  panel  be  comprised  of  all  stakeholders-- 
Native  American  Tribes,  social  justice  and  environmental  organizations  and 
independent  scientists.  They  have  also  asked  for  meetings  between  tribal 
leaders  and  the  Governor.  Those  requests  have  yet  to  be  granted. 

In  fact,  despite  thousands  of  phone  calls,  letters,  faxes,  e-mails,  and 
postcards  asking  for  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  land  application  and 
thus  the  end  of  the  project,  the  silence  from  the  Governor's  office  has  been 
deafening.  We  ask,  "What  is  the  delay?"  The  court  has  ruled,  the  California 
State  legislature  refused  to  provide  any  funding  for  the  proposed  Ward 
Valley  dump  in  the  new  budget,  the  people  have  spoken  loud  and  clear.  The 
only  action  left  to  be  done  is  the  withdrawal  of  the  land  application. 

CALL  GOVERNOR  DAVIS  ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9 AT  916/445-2841.  Tell  him  to 
delay  no  longer  and  end  this  project  once  and  for  all!!  Lets  flood  the 
Capitol's  switchboard  with  calls!!!  We  also  encourage  you  to  write  Gov. 
Davis  at:  State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  CA  95814. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office:  107  F St., 

Needles,  CA,  92363  ph.:  760/326-6267  fax:  760/326-6268 
e-mail:  swvl@ctaz.com 

"RE;  Navajo  Lodge  Lauds  Telescope  Ruling"  


Date:  Sun,  05  Sep  1999  02:09:14  GMT 
From:  "AliceH"  <AliceH@gte.net> 

Sub j : Navajo  lodge  lauds  telescope  ruling;  Smithsonian  sweats  it 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

http: //www. tucsoncitizen . com/news/ stories/Storyl252369. html 

Story  by 
Stephanie  Innes 
Citizen  Staff  Writer 
Sept.  4,  1999 

Navajo  lodge  lauds  telescope  ruling;  Smithsonian  sweats  it 

When  Cayce  Boone  leads  his  regular,  semimonthly  intertribal  sweat  lodge  in 
Montosa  Canyon  on  Monday,  he  will  begin  with  a prayer  of  thanks  to  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service. 

"For  a year  and  a half  now  we've  set  our  other  projects  aside  to  work 
against  this  telescope  site,"  Boone  said  yesterday  . "I  am  relieved." 

An  unexpected  decision  from  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  this  week  put  a stop  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution's  plans  to  build  an  ambitious  gamma-ray 
telescope  system  at  the  base  of  Mount  Hopkins  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains, 
on  a site  near  Boone's  sweat  lodge. 

The  range  is  south  of  Tucson  and  east  of  Green  Valley. 

Coronado  National  Forest  Supervisor  John  McGee's  decision  to  deny  the 
Smithsonian's  request  surprised  both  Boone  and  Smithsonian  officials,  who 
had  not  expected  a decision  so  quickly. 

A formal  public  review  process  had  not  yet  begun,  though  McGee  said  he  had 
already  received  numerous  public  comments  about  the  proposed  project. 

"I  let  the  process  run.  I listen  to  everybody.  I get  as  much  information 
and  facts  as  I can,"  he  explained. 

McGee  said  those  who  oppose  the  project  made  a convincing  case  that  the 
telescope  might  conflict  with  the  operations  of  the  sweat  lodge  and  American 
Indian  religious  practices. 

Boone  had  argued  that  under  the  U.S.  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act 
of  1978,  American  Indians  are  entitled  to  practice  their  religion 
unencumbered . 

"(The  Smithsonian)  should  have  been  more  sensitive  that  we  were  in  the 
area,"  said  Boone,  a 45-year-old  member  of  the  Navajo  Nation  who  has 
operated  the  Montosa  Canyon  sweat  lodge  for  the  past  eight  years. 

American  Indian  "sweat"  ceremonies  involve  sitting  in  an  earthen  hut  with 
hot  rocks.  Participants  pray  in  a circle  and  rarely  take  breaks.  The  sweats 
typically  last  six  to  seven  hours,  requiring  stamina  through  concentration 
and  prayer. 

"We  all  want  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Smithsonian  representatives  - 
they  are  not  bad  people,"  Boone  said.  "The  Forest  Service  made  the  right 
decision . " 

The  lodge  site  is  about  1,000  yards  from  a 12-acre  parcel  in  the  Santa 
Ritas  where  the  Smithsonian  had  hoped  to  build  its  Very  Energetic  Radiation 
Imaging  Telescope  Array  System. 

"We  had  researched  various  sites  and  we  are  convinced  this  (Montosa 
Canyon)  site  is  the  best  one,"  said  Trevor  Weekes,  a senior  astrophysicist 
at  the  Smithsonian's  Whipple  Observatory  on  Hopkins. 

"We  feel  the  objections  from  the  sweat  lodge  operators  are  really  based  on 
a lack  of  understanding  about  astronomy.  Telescopes  are  very  passive.  All  we 
do  is  receive  radiation.  We  don't  disturb." 

Dan  Brocious,  a spokesman  for  Whipple,  said  two  less  desirable  alternative 
sites  both  are  on  Coronado  National  Forest  land. 

"RE:  Forced  Shutdown  of  TNAT"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  12:36:19  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Sub j : forced  shutdown  of  TNAT 


Please  let  your  readers  know  that  the  University  of  New  Mexico 


administration  has  taken  away  the  little  bit  of  support  that  they  have 
provided  for  the  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and 
Education  Program  (TNAT),  and  that  they  have  forced  its  director  (Doe 
Winter)  to  shut  it  down.  Among  other  things,  they  have  questioned  the 
"propriety"  of  a university-based  public  service  program  providing 
traditional  tobacco  seeds,  traditional  tobacco  and  other  sacred  plants, 
educational  material,  and  related  items  to  Native  American  prison  inmates 
and  other  Native  Americans  who  need  them. 

I am  appealing  this  decision,  but  in  the  meantime  I have  had  to  shut 
TNAT  down.  As  a consequence,  I have  had  to  suspend  shipments  of  sacred 
plants  to  over  100  Native  American  spiritual  groups  in  prisons  and  other 
locations.  In  addition,  I can  no  longer  provide  traditional  tobacco  seeds, 
leaves,  educational  material,  and  related  items  to  Native  Americans  who 
request  them. 

Regretfully  yours, 

Doe  Winter 


"RE : Election  for  Eastern  Band  Principal  Chief"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  08:59:20  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : ndn  news  fyi  monday  9-6-99 

Dugan  Upset  by  Hones  in  Election  for  Eastern  Band  Principal  Chief, The 
Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  3 September  1999,  AM  cycle. 

[CHEROKEE,  N.C.  --  Challenger  Leon  D.  Hones  defeated  incumbent  Hoyce  Dugan 
Thursday  to  become  principal  chief  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians. 
Hones,  63,  received  1,699  votes  compared  to  1,285  for  Dugan,  according  to 
unofficial  results.  The  challenger  won  each  of  the  Cherokee  Indian 
Reservation's  six  districts  en  route  to  the  victory.  . . . Dugan,  who  was 
seeking  her  second  four-year  term,  said  she  was  disappointed  with  the  loss. 

. . . Hones,  a former  Tribal  Council  member  and  chief  magistrate,  said  his 
No.  1 priority  would  be  to  find  help  for  the  Eastern  Band's  cash-strapped 
hospital.  He  also  predicted  there  would  not  be  any  sweeping  changes  to  the 
tribal  government  staff.] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 

"RE:  Tensions  Raised  by  Killings  in  South  Dakota"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  08:59:20  -0400 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : ndn  news  fyi  monday  9-6-99 

Kafka,  Hoe.  "Tensions  Between  Whites  and  Indians  Raised  by  Killings  in 
South  Dakota," 

The  Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  3 September  1999,  PM 

[PINE  RIDGE,  S.D.  --  It's  been  nearly  three  months  since  two  Sioux  men 
were  found  slain  in  a culvert  near  the  Nebraska  line,  and  many  Indians 
doubt  authorities  even  care  whether  they  solve  the  crime.  In  fact,  some 
Indian  activists  say  the  apparent  standstill  in  the  investigation  only 
confirms  their  suspicion  that  white  Nebraska  lawmen  helped  kill  Wilson  Black 
Elk  Hr.  and  Ronald  Hard  Heart  or  helped  cover  up  the  crime  to  make  it  seem 
as  if  Indians  were  responsible.  "It's  just  two  dead  Indians  to  them,"  Tom 

Poor  Bear,  who  was  Black  Elk's  half-brother  and  Hard  Heart's  cousin,  said 

of  the  FBI.  "If  these  were  two  white  people  who  were  murdered,  this  place 
would  be  swarming  with  FBI  agents.  They'd  be  turning  over  every  blade  of 
grass."  The  deaths  have  led  to  a violent  protest  and  heightened 
long-standing  tensions  between  whites  and  the  Oglala  Sioux  from  the  poor 
and  desolate  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  The  FBI  says  it  is  doing  all 
it  can.  And  the  sheriff's  department  in  Sheridan  County,  Neb.,  denies 
having  any  role  in  the  killings  or  discriminating  against  Indians.  But 
those  statements  do  little  to  diminish  the  distrust  on  the  reservation.  . . 
Many  of  the  bad  feelings  are  left  over  from  the  American  Indian  Movement's 

1973  armed  takeover  of  a trading  post  at  nearby  Wounded  Knee  in  a protest 


over  the  government's  handling  of  complaints  about  Indian  affairs.  In  71 
days  of  unrest,  two  Indians  were  killed  and  a deputy  marshal  was  wounded. 
Distrust  of  law  officers  also  run  high  on  South  Dakota's  eight  other 
reservations,  where  unemployment  often  is  staggering  and  alcoholism 
widespread . ] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 

"RE:  Vermont  Utilities  Want  to  Scrap  HQ  Pact"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  07:55:35  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Vermont  utilities  want  to  scrap  HQ  pact 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

August  31,  1999  19:37 

Vermont  utilities  want  to  scrap  Hydro-Quebec  pact 
By  Robert  Melnbardis 

MONTREAL,  Aug  31  (Reuters)  - Vermont  utilities  went  to  international 
arbitration  on  Tuesday  to  challenge  the  cost  of  long-term  electricity 
distribution  agreements  from  neighboring  Hydro-Quebec. 

The  Vermont  Joint  Owners,  15  electric  companies  lead  by  Central  Vermont 
Public  Service  Corp.  and  Green  Mountain  Power  Corp.  , said  they  want  to 
scrap  a multi-billion  dollar,  30-year  supply  contract  with  Hydro-Quebec. 

They  are  arguing  that  a January  1998  ice  storm  and  widespread  power 
blackout  showed  that  Hydro-Quebec's  transmission  system  is  unreliable. 

Citing  a 66-day  interuption  in  power  supplies  from  Hydro-Quebec  stemming 
from  the  January  ice  storm  that  crippled  the  big  utility's  transmission 
lines,  the  Vermont  group  is  seeking  a decision  before  an  arbitration  panel 
that  began  hearings  on  Tuesday  in  Burlington,  Vermont. 

The  panel  is  expected  to  produce  an  opinion  early  next  year. 

The  335  megawatt  contract  in  question  is  worth  about  C$180  million  a year 
for  Hydro-Quebec,  North  America's  largest  electrical  utility.  It  represents 
more  than  20  percent  of  Hydro-Quebec's  C$800  million  of  annual  power  exports 
and  accounts  for  38  percent  of  Vermont's  power  supply. 

The  Vermont  utilities  want  to  get  out  of  the  power  purchase  agreement,  and 
then  either  renegotiate  it  or  turn  to  other  power  producers  in  the  region. 

"Our  first  option  is,  of  course,  to  renegotiate  the  agreement  with 
Hydro-Quebec,"  Green  Mountain  Power  spokesman  Stephen  Terry  told  Reuters. 

The  group's  argument  centers  on  a January  1998  ice  storm  that  cut  power 
to  more  than  three  million  people  in  Quebec  and  stopped  Hydro-Quebec's 
exports  to  Vermont  for  66  days.  At  the  height  of  the  catastrophe,  much  of 
Montreal  was  blacked  out  for  three  days. 

Outlying  Montreal  areas  were  without  power  for  several  weeks.  Hundreds  of 
Hydro-Quebec's  high-tension  power  pylons  collapsed  and  thousands  of  smaller 
power  distribution  poles  toppled  or  were  broken. 

"The  ice  storm  revealed  the  weakness  in  the  design,  construction, 
operation  and  maintenance  of  Hydro-Quebec's  transmission  system,"  the 
Vermont  group  said  in  a statement. 

Hydro-Quebec  officials  quickly  shot  back,  saying  the  Vermont  utilities 
are  using  the  ice-storm  as  a pretext  to  pull  out  of  the  contract. 

"We  are  not  surprised  that  the  Vermont  Joint  Owners  are  using  the 
ice-storm  of  1998  to  try  to  get  out  of  their  obligations  toward  Hydro- 
Quebec,"  Michel  Gourdeau,  executive  vice-president  of  energy  services, 
told  Reuters. 

"It  is  a pretext  or  a negotiating  tool  to  force  Hydro-Quebec  to  lower 
the  contract  prices." 

Hydro-Quebec  said  the  ice-storm,  which  over  five  days  deposited  record 
amounts  of  ice  on  the  utility's  vast  transmission  and  distribution  network, 
was  an  "act  of  God . " 

That  allowed  it  to  declare  "force  majeure,"  a legal  term  meaning  it 
would  not  be  able  to  guarantee  meeting  its  commitments  on  power  contracts. 

Hydro-Quebec  is  selling  the  Vermont  group  electricity  under  the  contract 
at  6.4  cents  each  kilowatt-hour  in  1999,  whereas  market  prices  for  power 
in  the  northeastern  United  States  are  3.5  cents. 


"We  knew  we  were  paying  a substantial  premium  and  we  were  willing  to  do 
so,  but  only  for  a guarantee  of  firm  power,"  Terry  said. 

During  the  66-day  lapse  in  supply  during  from  Hydro-Quebec,  the  Vermont 
utilities  had  to  purchase  spot  power  on  the  open  market  at  substantially 
higher  rates  than  under  the  Quebec  utility's  contract,  Terry  said. 
($1=$1.49  Canadian) 

"RE:  Innu  Nation  takes  Federal  Government  to  Court"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  09:58:02  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Sub j : News:  Innu  Nation  takes  Fed  Govt  to  Court  over  Voisey's  Bay 
Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

INNU  NATION  MOUNTS  COURT  CHALLENGE  OVER  VOISEY'S  BAY  PROHECT 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  Innu  Nation  is  going  to  the  .Federal  Court  of 
Canada  in  an  attempt  to  reverse  a recent  federal  government  decision 
that  will  allow  the  proposed  Voisey's  Bay  project  to  proceed  without 
land  rights  being  settled  or  an  impact  and  benefit  agreement  (IBA) 
being  in  place. with  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC). 

In  a court  application  filed  on  September  2nd,  1999,  the  Innu  argue 
that  the  federal  government  was  wrong  when  it  decided  that  it  could 
not  commit  to  concluding  and  ratifying  a land  claims  agreement  in 
principle,  or  to  negotiate  equivalent  alternative  measures  with  the 
Innu.  The  application  also  states  that  the  government  promised  to 
consult  and  negotiate  with  the  Innu  Nation,  and  that  it  acted  in  bad 
faith  by  approving  the  project  without  allowing  a proper  opportunity 
for  that  consultation.  The  government  also  made  an  error  when  it  said 
that  it  had  no  legal  means  to  compel  VBNC  to  conclude  IBAs  with  the 
Innu  Nation  and  Labrador  Inuit  Association  (LIA). 

The  Innu  Nation  is  asking  that  the  federal  decision  be  quashed,  and 
that  no  authorisations  be  granted  to  allow  the  project  to  proceed 
prior  to  land  rights  being  settled  and  having  IBAs  in  place. 

The  federal  environmental  assessment  panel  appointed  to  consider 
VBNC's  application  under  the  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Act 
had  recommended  these  conditions  in  order  to  mitigate  the  effects  on 
the  Innu  and  Inuit  communities.  If  they  cannot  be  implemented,  the 
Innu  are  asking  the  court  to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  panel  so 
that  it  can  consider  whether  the  effects  of  the  project  will  be  too 
significant  to  allow  it  to  proceed  at  all. 

"This  is  an  important  case  not  only  for  the  Innu,  but  also  for 
aboriginal  groups  across  the  country  who  are  faced  with  industrial 
development  on  their  land,"  said  Innu  chief  negotiator  Daniel  Ashini. 

"It  is  important  because  in  ignoring  the  panel  recommendations  on 
land  rights  and  IBAs,  the  government  has  essentially  said  that  the 
independent  environmental  assessment  process  is  not  important,  and 
the  decision  on  whether  or  not  to  allow  a project  to  proceed  is 
purely  a political  one.  It's  a shame  that  we  have  to  go  to  court  in 
order  to  uphold  the  panel's  recommendations,  but  somebody  has  got  to 
do  the  right  thing  here." 

Mr.  Ashini  also  made  it  clear  that  the  decision  of  the  Newfoundland 
Government  to  approve  the  project  without  requiring  that  a Innu  Land 
Claims  Agreement  and  an  Innu  IBA  be  in  place  will  also  be  challenged 
in  Court.  That  case  is  being  prepared  to  be  filed  to  meet  appropriate 
court  filing  deadlines. 

Background 

The  Innu  Nation  is  an  aboriginal  government  representing  the  Innu  of 
Sheshatshit  and  Utshimassits  (Davis  Inlet),  Labrador.  The  Innu  Nation 
is  presently  engaged  in  treaty  negotiations  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments. 

Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC)  in  trying  to  open  a Nickel, 

Copper,  Cobalt  mine  at  Voisey's  Bay,  which  is  located  80  km  from 


Utshimassits . This  area  has  seen  extensive  historical  and  current 
Innu  land  use,  and  is  subject  to  the  comprehensive  land  claims 
currently  being  negotiated  with  the  governments. 

The  proposed  mine  underwent  an  environmental  assessment  governed  by  a 
four  party  memorandum  of  understanding  (MOU)  signed  by  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments,  Innu  Nation  and  Labrador  Inuit 
Association.  The  assessment  was  conducted  by  a five  member  panel 
which  held  public  hearings  and  issued  a report  containing  107 
recommendations,  including: 

- That  Canada  and  the  Province  conclude  and  ratify  land  claims 
agreements  in  principle  with  the  Inuit  of  Labrador,  represented  by 
the  LIA,  and  the  Innu  of  Labrador,  represented  by  the  Innu  Nation, 
before  issuing  any  project  authorisations,  or,  failing  that, 
negotiate  equivalent  alternative  measures  before  issuing  any  project 
authorisations,  which  must  provide  for  Innu  and  Inuit  consultation 
and  compensation  in  respect  of  the  project  in  keeping  with  the 
fiduciary  obligations  of  the  Canada  and  the  province. 

- That  no  project  authorisations  be  issued  until  LIA  and  the  Innu 
Nation  conclude  Impact  Benefit  Agreements  with  VBNC. 

These  recommendations  were  both  rejected  in  federal  and  provincial 
responses  to  the  panel  report,  without  consultation  with  the  Innu 
Nation . 

Further  information  on  the  Innu  Nation's  response  to  the  Voisey's  Bay 
as  well  as  other  issues  facing  the  Innu  people  can  be  found  on  our 
web  site:  www.innu.ca 

-  "RE:  Chief  Ominayak's  Letter"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  10:49:14  -0500 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Chief  Ominayak's  letter 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave. 

Toronto,  ON  M6B  1K6 
e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 

September  1,  1999 

What  follows  is  a letter  from  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  Chief  Bernard 
Ominayak  to  Alberta  Premier  Ralph  Klein  regarding  the  pending  timber  sales 
in  Lubicon  traditional  territory. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 


August  25,  1999 

Ralph  Klein 

Premier  of  Alberta 

Room  307  Legislature  Building 

Edmonton,  AB  T5K  2B6 

Dear  Mr.  Klein; 

When  Daishowa  was  first  granted  permits  to  clear-cut  Lubicon  traditional 
territory,  senior  Alberta  officials  assured  Daishowa  that  Lubicon  rights 
would  be  settled  well  before  Daishowa  intended  to  begin  logging.  Needless 
to  say,  Lubicon  aboriginal  rights  and  titles  including  land  and  resource 
rights  were  not  settled  then.  Nor  are  they  settled  now. 

At  that  time  we  made  it  very  clear  that  until  Lubicon  rights  are  settled, 
no  further  logging  will  be  allowed  to  take  place  within  our  traditional 
lands.  After  an  international  boycott  which  lasted  seven  long  years  and 
cost  Daishowa  - by  their  own  estimates  - over  $20  million  in  lost  sales, 
Daishowa  committed  in  writing  not  to  cut  or  to  buy  wood  cut  within  Lubicon 
traditional  territories  until  Lubicon  rights  are  settled  and  an  agreement 


is  negotiated  respecting  Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental  concerns  in  the 
Lubicon  traditional  territory. 

But  despite  our  well-known  opposition  to  clear-cut  logging  in  our  unceded 
traditional  territory,  and  despite  the  hard-won  promise  from  Daishowa  not 
to  proceed  with  clear-cut  logging  in  that  territory,  we  understand  that 
Alberta  is  once  again  making  a significant  portion  of  our  traditional 
territory  available  for  logging. 

We  understand  further  that  there  are  plans  to  sell  these  timber  rights  in 
unceded  Lubicon  territory  to  other  First  Nations  in  the  surrounding  area  as 
part  of  a transparent  provincial  government  strategy  to  put  other  First 
Nations  in  the  front  lines  of  provincial  government  efforts  to  undermine 
and  subvert  Lubicon  rights.  Using  supposed  economic  benefits  as  bait  to 
play  poor  aboriginal  people  off  against  each  other  and  steal  valuable 
aboriginal  lands  and  resources  is  a classic  colonial  divide  and  conquer 
tactic  which  will  be  recognized  and  condemned  as  such  by  people  around  the 
world.  It's  also  the  type  of  tactic  which  people  around  the  world  hoped  the 
Alberta  government  had  abandoned  with  negotiation  of  the  Grimshaw  Accord. 

Moreover  we  understand  that  Daishowa  is  involved  with  these  plans  and  would 
be  obtaining  the  resulting  timber  despite  Daishowa 's  agreement  that 
Daishowa  "will  not  harvest  or  purchase"  timber  from  unceded  Lubicon 
territory  pending  settlement  of  Lubicon  rights  and  negotiation  of  an 
agreement  with  the  Lubicons  respecting  Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental 
concerns.  As  with  the  Alberta  government,  these  kind  of  tactics  are  not  new 
for  Daishowa  but  people  around  the  world  hoped  Daishowa  had  learned  from 
the  $20  million  Daishowa  boycott  that  all  the  slippery  subterfuge  in  the 
world  will  not  prevent  people  from  seeing  through  what  Daishowa  is  doing 
and  holding  Daishowa  accountable  for  it. 

When  your  government  first  sent  us  an  invitation  to  submit  our  comments  on 
the  prospect  of  renewed  logging  within  our  traditional  territory  we  wrote 
to  Dan  Wilkinson,  Regional  Director  of  Alberta  Environmental  Protection, 
and  made  it  clear  that  unceded  Lubicon  territory  is  off-limits  for  further 
logging  until  Lubicon  rights  have  been  resolved. 

Yet  only  one  week  after  Alberta's  negotiator  John  McCarthy  met  with  us  to 
restart  negotiations  between  our  governments,  your  government  announced 
that  Alberta  is  now  seeking  bids  for  that  same  timber.  Selling  off  the 
resources  which  are  the  subject  of  talks  even  as  you  sit  at  the  negotiating 
table  does  not  indicate  any  serious  desire  on  your  government's  part  to 
resolve  these  issues.  That  underhanded  approach  to  dealing  with  Lubicon 
rights  prolongs  continuing  uncertainty  to  the  detriment  of  not  only  the 
Lubicon  people  but  to  the  detriment  of  all  people  with  interests  in  the 
area  who  need  a settlement  of  Lubicon  rights  to  be  able  to  proceed  with 
their  lives  in  an  orderly,  predictable  way. 

I am  again  enclosing  a map  of  the  Lubicon  traditional  territory  for  your 
information.  We  trust  you  will  advise  anyone  wishing  to  log  in  those  areas 
that  our  respective  rights  in  traditional  Lubicon  territory  are  subject  to 
negotiation  and  that  rights  to  the  resources  in  those  areas  are  therefore 
not  currently  available  for  sale. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard  Ominayak 

Chief,  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
cc  Chief  Federal  Negotiator  Brad  Morse 

Chief  Provincial  Negotiator  Dohn  McCarthy 

"RE : International  Demonstration  for  Dineh"  

Date:  5 Sep  99  04:37:04  EDT 
From:  SENAA  <senaal@netscape . net> 


Sub j : INTERNATIONAL  DEMONSTRATION  2-3  OCTOBER  FOR  DINEH] 


Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

TO  ALL  CONCERNED 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  2-3  October  1999,  an  international  demonstration 
will  take  place  in  Sweden,  England,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States 
east  and  west  coasts.  Demonstrators  from  other  nations  are  expected  to 
participate,  as  well.  This  will  be  a peaceful  demonstration  to  protest  the 
ethnic  cleansing  and  human  rights  violations  being  committed  by  the  United 
States  government  within  its  own  borders. 

The  Southeastern  Native  American  Alliance  (SENAA)  is  now  organizing  a 
protest  demonstration  to  protest  the  human  rights  violations  and  attempted 
genocide  of  the  Dine'h  people  at  Big  Mountain,  Black  Mesa,  Arizona.  We  will 
hold  simultaneous  demonstrations  in  front  of  the  United  Nations  building  in 
New  York  City;  in  front  of  the  White  House  and  Capitol  Building  in  Washington, 
DC;  and  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  on  the  U.S.  Pacific  coast.  In  England,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Sweden,  at  the  same  time  as  U.S.  demonstrations,  protests 
will  be  held  in  front  of  the  U.S.  embassies  in  those  countries.  On  the  nights 
of  the  2nd  and  3rd,  candlelight  prayer  vigils  will  be  held  to  invoke  Creator's 
power  to  help  the  Dine'h--to  help  us  all. 

If  you  have  seen  the  video,  "VANISHING  PRAYER  Genocide  of  the  Dine,"  that 
SENAA  currently  has  on  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa  , then  you  have  some 
idea  why  SENAA  has  organized  this  protest  demonstration.  If  you  wish  to  know 
more,  or  are  unfamiliar  with  the  ordeal  that  the  Dine'h  (Navajo)  people  are 
facing  and  the  impact  that  it  can  have  on  every  living  American  citizen,  SENAA 
urges  you  to  visit  its  web  site  Newsletter  at: 
http : //members . xoom . com/ senaa/ index2 . html 

also  visit  Robert  Dorman's  web  site  at: 

http: //www. theofficenet . com/%7Eredorman/welcome. html 

for  links  and  other  articles  concerning  the  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain. 

Everyone  who  values  his  or  her  freedom  and  rights  to  "life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  is  urged  to  join  SENAA  and  other  supporters 
in  these  demonstrations.  If  you  are  in  a nation  other  than  England,  the 
Netherlands  or  Sweden,  but  you  value  liberty  and  human  rights,  SENAA  urges 
you  to  organize  a peaceful  demonstration  of  protest  in  front  of  the  U.S. 
embassy  in  your  nation's  capitol  and  join  us  in  telling  the  United  States 
government  that  we  cannot  and  will  not  tolerate  their  practices  of  genocide 
and  human  rights  violations,  whether  those  violations  occur  within  its  own 
borders  or  elsewhere.  It  is  hypocritical,  to  say  the  least,  for  the  U.S. 
government  to  join  NATO  forces  in  bombing  Kosovo  because  of  human  rights 
violations  when  the  U.S.  is  guilty  of  exactly  the  same  behavior  inside 
its  own  national  borders. 

I,  SENAA' s president  and  founder,  will  be  at  the  DC  demonstration.  Ellis 
Smith  (smithorg@bellatlantic.net)  is  in  charge  of  the  UN  demonstration. 

Matt  Davison  (mattanne@gte.net)  is  organizing  the  Los  Angeles 
demonstrations,  Fred  Buma  (hfcbuma@xs4all.nl)  is  organizing  the 
Netherlands  demonstration,  and  3im  Bomford  (mongoose@gn.apc.org)  is 
organizing  the  London,  England,  and  Sweden  demonstrations.  Canadian 
supporters  are  planning  to  demonstrate,  also,  but  no  word  yet  on  where 
or  who  is  organizing  the  demonstration  there. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this  letter.  Thank  you  in  advance  to 
those  of  you  who  decide  to  join  this  demonstration.  We  need  your  help  in  NYC, 
DC,  in  Los  Angeles,  the  Netherlands,  England,  Sweden,  or  wherever  in  the  world 
you  plan  to  participate  in  this  demonstration. 

Sincerely  yours 
A1  Swilling 

SENAA  President/Founder 
senaal@netscape.net 
Visit  our  home  page  at: 


http : //members . xoom . com/ sen aa/ 

Visit  our  newsletter  at:  http://members.xoom.com/senaa/index2.html 
Online  Video:  "VANISHING  PRAYER  Genocide  of  the  Dineh" 
at : http : //www . free speech . org/ senaa/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 
may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 
http: //www. onelist . com/subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

"RE : People's  Resolution  for  the  Dine'h  of  Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  11:31:01  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub  j : Fw:  People's  Resolution  for  the  Dine'h  of  Black  Mesa 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  Duly  7,  1999 

Each  and  every  one  of  you  out  there  should  add  their  name  and/or 
organization  to  this  resolution.  Also,  please  print  it  out  and  get 
signatures  and  forward  to  all. 

NOTE:  Reply  to  isco@efn.org  not  Save  Ward  Valley!!! 

From:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  <isco@efn . org> 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  31,  1999  11:46  PM 
Subject:  People's  Resolution  for  the  Dine'h  of  Black  Mesa 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  Duly  7,  1999 

If  you  want  to  add  your  name  to  this  resolution,  please  reply  *without* 
including  a copy  of  the  resolution  (but  keep  the  subject  header)  and  type 
in  your  full  name,  city,  state,  and  zip.  Thank  you,  Beth,  ISCO 

People's  Resolution  for  the  Dine'h  of  Black  Mesa  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  Duly  7,  1999 

Attention:  Sen.  Dohn  McCain;  Christopher  Bavasi,  Executive  Director, 

Office  of  Navajo-Hopi  Indian  Relocation;  Kevin  Gover,  Asst.  Secretary  of 
Indian  Affairs;  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  Interior;  Danet  Reno,  Attorney 
General,  Department  of  Dustice;  President  William  Clinton,  United  States 
of  America: 

We,  the  People  of  this  land  now  known  as  "America"  have  witnessed  the 
ongoing  forced  relocation  of  traditional  Dine'h  (Navajo)  families  from  Big 
Mountain  and  other  communities  in  the  HPL  of  Black  Mesa,  Arizona. 

We  have  asked  you  many  times  to  repeal  PL  93-531  and  PL  104-301  and  to 
stop  the  genocidal  forced  removal  and  ecocidal  coal  strip-mining.  We  have 
gone  to  Congress,  the  US  District  Court,  the  Ninth  US  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Department  of  Interior  Administrative  Court,  and  the  United 
Nations  Commission  for  Human  Rights.  We  continue  these  efforts. 

You  have  staked  out  and  reduced  Dine'h  lands,  allowed  the  ripping  apart  of 
their  shrines  and  burial  grounds,  destroyed  their  way  of  life,  made  it 
Misery. 


You  have  served  the  Dine'h  with  livestock  impoundment  notices  and  made  a 
show  of  force  by  counting  sheep  with  multiple  heavily  armed  BIA  units. 


You  have  served  the  Dine'h  with  90-day  notices  to  sign  leases  and  give  up 
their  ancestral  rights  to  their  lands,  or  to  relocate  to  polluted  New 
Lands . 

We,  the  People  of  this  place  now  called  "America"  are  serving  you  notice. 

We  are  here  today  to  warn  you,  what  you  are  doing  is  wrong.  We  are  here 
today  to  tell  you,  we  want  full  repeal  of  both  PL  93-531  and  PL  104-301 
and  we  have  waited  long  enough.  Here  are  our  set  of  demands: 

1)  Repeal  Relocation:  US  House  of  Representatives  and  US  Senate  to  fully 
repeal  PL  93-531,  Navajo-Hopi  Indian  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1974 
and  PL  104-301,  Navajo-Hopi  Indian  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996. 

2)  Commitment  to  Reparations:  Inter-Agency  plan  with  full  funding  to 
restore  the  livestock,  land,  water,  sacred  sites,  and  Dine'h  returning 
home. 

3)  US  Accountability:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  Health  Services, 
Department  of  Interior  and  Department  of  Dustice  to  give  a full  accounting 
of  misappropriated  Indian  trust  lands  and  funds,  as  well  as  owning  up  to 
this  and  similar  genocidal  atrocities,  while  reasserting  Native 
Sovereignty  and  supremacy  of  Natural  Law,  including  giving  an  accurate 
portrayal  of  history. 

4)  Again  we  have  waited  a long  time  for  justice.  We  are  continuing  to 
try  every  legal  avenue  to  stop  forced  relocation  of  the  Dine'h.  We  are 
planning  to  stop  impending  forced  evictions  whether  they  are  attempted 
before  or  after  the  next  deadline,  February  1,  2000.  You  are  hereby 
warned  that  what  you  have  been  doing  is  wrong  and  to  stop  it.  If 
necessary,  we  will  intervene  to  bring  about  a Direct  Repeal  of  Relocation 
by  the  People  of  "America." 

Signed, 

Elizabeth  Howard,  President 

Beth  Newberry,  Chair 

Alice  Scherp,  Secretary/Treasurer 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 
PO  Box  11715,  Eugene,  OR  97440 
(541)  683-2789  isco@efn.org 

"RE : Tulsan  Takes  Seat  on  Creek  Nation  Supreme  Court"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  08:29:44  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-01-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Tulsan  takes  seat  on  Creek  Nation  Supreme  Court 

c.  Tulsa  World 

8/31/99 

OKMULGEE  --  Tulsa  attorney  Larry  Oliver  took  his  oath  of  office  Monday  as 
a member  of  the  Creek  Nation  Supreme  Court,  which  has  appellate  jurisdiction 
over  disputes  and  litigation  involving  the  tribe,  its  members  and  property. 

Oliver,  63,  a member  of  the  Creek  Nation,  was  appointed  by  Principal  Chief 
Perry  Wheeler  and  confirmed  by  the  tribal  council. 

The  court  has  six  justices. 


Oliver  has  been  a trial  attorney  since  1964,  primarily  engaged  in  tort 
litigation  and  criminal  defense  work.  He  will  retain  his  law  practice. 

"RE : Ousted  Tribal  Chief  Loses  Sac  & Fox  Election"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  08:29:44  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-01-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Ousted  tribal  chief  loses  Sac  & Fox  election 

c.  Tulsa  World 

8/31/99 

STROUD  --An  ousted  former  Sac  & Fox  tribal  president  has  lost  her  attempt 
to  oust  Chief  Don  Abney. 

Abney  received  293  votes  in  Saturday's  tribal  elections,  while  Dora  Young 
received  172  votes.  The  tribe  has  about  2,500  members. 

Abney  defeated  Young  by  one  vote  in  an  election  in  1995. 

Young  was  removed  by  the  tribe's  general  council  in  1997  for  allegedly 
denying  tribal  members  the  right  to  freedom  of  speech.  Abney  then  won  in  a 
special  election. 

Also  Saturday,  Sac  & Fox  voters  picked  Merle  W.  Boyd  over  Darrell  L.  Gray 
for  second  chief.  Boyd  received  241  votes;  Gray  received  217  votes. 

"RE;  Cherokee  Nation  Enjoys  Peace  with  New  Chief"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  08:29:44  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-01-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Tribe  enjoys  peace  with  new  chief 
By  RENEE  RUBLE 
c.  Associated  Press 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  ? It's  been  two  years  since  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  acted 
like  a tribe,  they  say,  and  only  time  will  determine  if  their  new  leader  is 
a chief  or  a politician. 

Until  then,  they  will  remain  silent  with  the  past  acting  "like  a hound 
that  keeps  snipping  at  the  back  of  your  legs." 

Like  the  Vanbuskirks,  many  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  are 
optimistic,  but  still  leery,  as  Chief  Chad  Smith  completed  his  first  phase 
of  transition  into  office. 

When  Smith  was  elected,  the  tribal  legislative  council  was  inactive,  law 
enforcement  was  shut  down  and  how  much  money  the  tribe  had  was  uncertain. 

Thirty  days  post-Smith,  the  council  has  met,  action  has  been  taken  to 
regain  tribal  law  enforcement  and  records  show  that  the  tribe  is  in  debt 
about  $2  million  to  $6  million  and  not  $18  million,  which  Smith  estimated 
in  his  campaign  against  former  Chief  3oe  Byrd. 

"It's  work  ? long,  hard  work,"  Smith  said.  "But,  our  goal  is  to  keep 
an  eye  on  the  vision." 

Elaine  Philemonof  said  it  is  a good  sign  that  she  has  not  heard  anything 
coming  from  the  tribal  office  just  a few  blocks  away. 

"It's  been  pretty  quiet.  I guess  my  vote  mattered  this  time,"  the 
Cherokee  gift  shop  worker  said. 

The  fighting  began  in  1997  with  allegations  of  misspending  in  Byrd's 
office.  Byrd  then  fired  the  marshals  who  were  trying  to  serve  a warrant  to 
search  his  office.  Tribal  leaders  took  sides,  bringing  ouster  attempts  and 
boycotts  that  kept  the  tribe's  legislative  body  from  meeting  and  brought 
the  federal  government  to  take  over  law  enforcement. 


Cherokee  Chief  Chad  Smith 

Smith,  a 48-year-old  lawyer,  still  faces  county  charges  of  inciting 
a riot  and  assaulting  a police  officer  for  trying  to  stop  Byrd  from  closing 
the  tribe's  courthouse. 

Now  as  chief.  Smith  said  his  top  priority  is  writing  the  tribe's  first 
fiscal  budget  in  two  years.  The  tribe  has  been  allocating  money  on  a 
continuing  resolution  since  fiscal  year  1997,  which  has  frozen  funds  to 
that  year's  allowances. 

A fiscal  year  2000  budget  lets  the  tribe  adjust  its  roughly  $150  million 
budget  to  include  increases  in  government  funds  and  other  programs.  The 
hard  part  has  been  trying  to  determine  how  much  money  the  tribe  has  and 
needs,  said  Dulian  Fite,  acting  Cherokee  general  counsel. 

"We  have  found  very  lax  and  confused  policies  of  who  has  had  the 
authority  to  enter  into  contracts,"  he  said.  "Everyone  was  doing  their  own 
thing  We  anticipate  large  shortages  of  money." 

Fite  said  former  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  administration  did  not  clear 
construction  projects  with  the  finance  office,  including  $1.5  million  for  a 
new  emergency  services  building.  As  a result.  Smith's  administration  is 
working  on  a policy  that  requires  department  heads  to  clear  "significant 
amounts  of  money"  through  the  finance  office. 

Kathy  Harmon  said  the  last  two  years  have  been  especially  hard  because 
Byrd  is  a full-blooded  Cherokee.  Smith  is  a half-blood. 

"I  don't  believe  you  are  a better  leader  because  of  your  blood,  but  it 
was  so  disappointing  with  Byrd,"  she  said  at  a Cherokee  museum.  It  helps 
her  that  Deputy  Chief  Hastings  Shade  is  full-blooded. 

Cherokees  dance  at  the  annual  Cherokee  National  Holiday 

Heading  into  the  second  transitional  phase.  Smith  said  his  goal  of 
the  60-day  phase  is  to  fill  administrative  jobs  including  positions  in 
education,  community  development  and  operations. 

The  third  and  final  phase  is  120  days  to  look  at  function  details  of 
the  tribe.  Smith  said  the  transition  should  be  complete  in  18  months. 

"In  50  years  from  now,  I don't  care  if  they  remember  my  name.  I want 
them  to  remember  we  had  a dynamic  team,"  Smith  said. 

Indian  art  store  owner  Valorie  Hughes  is  optimistic. 

"If  anyone  knows,"  she  said,  "the  Indian  people  know  how  to  survive 
adversity. " 


"RE : Annual  Festival  Marked  by  Fewer  Protests"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  08:29:44  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-01-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Annual  festival  marked  by  fewer  protests 
By  M.L.  LYKE 

c.  SEATTLE  POST-INTELLIGENCER 
August  30,  1999 

NEAH  BAY  --  Even  small  things  hint  at  a change  in  this  drizzly,  sea-faring 
Native  American  town. 

Makah  women  knit  wool  hats  with  "5-17-99"  woven  into  them. 

Refrigerator  magnets  read:  "Vegetarian:  Indian  word  for  'lousy  hunter.'" 
A tribal  mom  has  an  image  of  a canoe,  the  canoe,  tattooed  on  her  arm. 

"It  hurt  where  they  shaded  it,"  said  Misty  Sprouffske,  stopping  during  a 
stroll  through  this  past  weekend's  Makah  Days  '99  celebration  to  show  a 
tattoo-in-progress  of  the  Hummingbird,  the  hand-hewn  cedar  canoe  used  by 
Makah  hunters  to  kill  a gray  whale  May  17. 

"The  hunt  brought  back  our  tradition,"  said  Sprouffske,  pointing  to  her 
5-year-old  son  Dakota.  "He  will  be  one  of  the  next  generation  of  hunters." 
Dust  outside  the  Makah  reservation,  at  least  25  animal-rights  activists 


gathered  yesterday  to  protest  both  hunt  and  hunters,  carrying  signs  that 
said,  "Neah  Bay  (whale  killer)  you  betray  your  own"  and  "Friends  don't  let 
friends  kill  whales." 

Many  attended  an  anti-whaling  rally  Saturday  in  Port  Angeles  organized  by 
Peninsula  Citizens  for  the  Protection  of  Whales.  "We  celebrated  the  life  of 
a gray  whale,  unlike  these  people,  who  celebrate  the  death  of  a gray  whale," 
Sandy  Abels  said  yesterday. 

The  protesters,  who  temporarily  tied  up  traffic  in  and  out  of  Neah  Bay 
yesterday,  vowed  to  return  if  the  Makah  carry  through  with  plans  to  mount 
another  hunt  this  fall.  "If  they  resume,  we'll  be  back  out  here  with  our 
boats  in  full  force,"  said  Erin  O'Connell,  with  the  Sea  Shepherd  Society. 
"We'll  do  everything  possible  to  protect  the  whale." 

Some  boastful  tribal  youths  said  they  looked  forward  to  another  showdown 
between  whale-eaters  and  "whale-savers." 

"The  whale-savers,  they  just  can't  do  it  themselves,  so  they  are  mad," 
said  13-year-old  T.D.  Reamer,  who  hopes  to  heft  his  own  harpoon  some  day. 
"They  know  they  can't  win." 

Despite  weekend  demonstrations,  the  75th  annual  Makah  Days  was  a low-key 
contrast  to  last  year's  event,  when  law  officials  worried  the  war  of  words 
between  tribal  members  and  animal  activists  would  erupt  in  battle.  The  town 
filled  with  outsiders,  journalists  camped  out,  waiting  for  a scoop,  and 
National  Guardsmen,  alerted  to  threatening  phone  calls  describing  the  Makah 
as  "murderers,"  were  posted  at  tribal  boundaries. 

This  year,  the  tribal  people  called  "Kwih-dich-chuh-ahtx"  --  "people  who 
live  by  the  rocks  and  seagulls"  --  reclaimed  the  streets.  They  moseyed  past 
booths  selling  baskets  and  tanned  hides,  abalone  jewelry  and  Native  American 
blankets,  and  they  sampled  various  fry  bread  vendors.  Whale  meat  was  not 
for  sale  --  to  the  disappointment  of  some  visitors  --  but  locals  happily 
described  the  steaks  and  shish  kebabs,  smoked  jerky  and  stews  made  with 
meat  from  the  30-foot-long  female  gray  whale  killed  in  May. 

"I  like  it  roasted  --  it's  like  braised  beef,"  said  Crystal  Hall,  the 
19-year-old  Queen  of  Makah  Days,  who  was  crowned  wearing  a red-and-black 
button  robe  and  beaded  headdress  at  the  high  school  gymnasium.  The  crowd 
provided  a drum  roll  by  pounding  their  feet  on  the  gymnasium  floor  and 
bleachers . 

Hall  said  the  hunt  has  brought  a new  unity  to  the  Makah,  the  only  tribe  in 
the  continental  United  States  with  whaling  rights  written  into  its  treaty. 
"After  the  hunt,  life  went  back  to  normal,  but  you  could  tell  something  was 
different  --  very  different,"  she  said.  "For  one  day,  we  had  forgotten  all 
our  little  squabbles." 

The  hunt  was  the  first  in  more  than  70  years  for  the  tribe,  whose  whaling 
tradition  reaches  back  more  than  1,000  years.  "It's  something  I never 
thought  I would  see  in  my  lifetime,"  said  Arnie  Hunter,  wearing  a Makah 
Nation  T-shirt  that  said  "Pass  the  harpoon!" 

"It  has  brought  back  something  missing  to  our  heritage  and  brought  people 
closer  together. " 

Makah  Days  '99  included  three  days  of  traditional  songs  and  dances,  a 
spectacular  $10,000  fireworks  display,  bone-game  competitions  that 
continued  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  salmon  bakes  and  softball 
tournaments . 

Sixth-generation  Makah  babies  and  teenage  beauty  queens  rode  on  car  hoods 
and  truck  beds  in  a parade  down  the  narrow  main  drag,  with  reservation  dogs 
crisscrossing  in  front  of  them.  Moms  cupped  their  hands  over  infants'  ears 
as  the  local  ambulance  passed,  sirens  screaming. 

Sinewy  paddlers  showed  their  skills  at  canoe  racing.  The  vaunted  32-foot 
Hummingbird  easily  aced  the  seagoing  competition. 

A new  whaling  canoe,  the  37  1/2-foot  "People  of  the  Cape,"  remained  under 
wraps  in  a shed. 

Hunting  families  are  running  sea  trials  with  the  recently  completed 
"People  of  the  Cape,"  practicing  for  a fall  hunt  of  the  gray  whales,  which 
head  back  to  Mexico  from  Alaska  to  breed  each  winter. 

Under  International  Whaling  Commission  guidelines,  the  tribe  can  take  up 
to  five  whales  a year  for  a total  of  20  through  2004. 

"The  meat's  all  gone,  so  we're  going  to  go  get  some  more,"  said  Wayne 
Johnson,  whaling  captain  on  the  Hummingbird. 


The  30-foot  whale  killed  in  May  by  Johnson  and  crew  was  butchered  on  the 
beach,  the  meat  distributed  among  tribal  members. 

The  whale's  skeleton  and  baleen,  now  soaking  in  an  ammonia  solution,  will 
eventually  be  on  display  at  the  Makah  Cultural  and  Research  Center.  Despite 
intentions  to  use  all  of  the  animal,  the  intestines  had  to  be  thrown  back 
into  the  sea,  Johnson  said. 

Whaling  captain  Johnson  said  he'll  do  things  differently  on  the  next  hunt. 
"We'll  probably  take  the  whale  directly  to  the  fillet  plant,  instead  of 
butchering  it  on  the  beach.  We  probably  lost  a lot  of  oil  when  we  cut  into 
it . " 

He'll  also  shorten  the  lines  on  the  harpoon  and  buoy  --  "The  whale  sank 
on  us." 

Johnson  said  the  community  is  just  now  recovering  from  the  press  of  media 
and  outraged  protesters  that  descended  in  the  spring.  He  knows  the 
disruptive  scene  could  repeat  itself  with  the  resumption  of  hunting. 

But  he  also  understands  the  change  that  has  settled  over  this  remote  town 
at  the  tip  of  the  Olympic  Peninsula,  linking  a past  to  a future. 

"We  started  something  and  accomplished  it,"  the  hunter  said.  "The 
community  has  a little  more  faith  in  us  now." 
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The  Wendat  Confederacy  Reaffirmed 
27  August  1999 
Midland,  Ontario 

Over  ten  generations  ago,  the  Wendat  people  were  driven  to  many  directions 
from  our  beloved  homeland.  Today,  350  years  later,  we  stand  with  our 
children  and  grand  children  at  our  sides  and  come  together  once  again  to 
affirm  the  Wendat  Confederacy.  With  gratitude  to  the  Creator  and  the 
reverent  thanksgiving  of  kinship,  we  light  the  council  fire  and  invite  all 
who  come  in  a spirit  of  peace  and  brotherhood  to  enjoy  its  warmth. 

The  Wendat  tree  of  brotherhood  has  sent  out  four  strong  roots  to  form  four 
nations,  each  on  separate  and  growing  in  different  directions,  yet  each 
adding  strength  to  the  whole.  These  four  roots  feed  the  branches  of  our 
families  and  clans  so  that  the  Wendat  people  may  endure  and  flourish  through 
ten  more  generations.  May  we  sit  in  the  shade  and  watch  the  council  fire 
as  we  meet  together  to  affirm  the  bond  of  the  Confederacy.  May  our  hearts 
be  pure  and  our  minds  clean  as  we  act  in  a manner  that  will  bring  honor  to 
the  ancestors  and  hope  to  our  children. 

The  Wendat  Peacemaker  once  outlined  the  path  toward  unity.  Leaders  were 
admonished  to  never  disagree  seriously  among  themselves,  for  to  do  might 
cause  the  loss  of  rights  of  their  grandchildren . May  we  always  cultivate 
feelings  of  friendship,  love,  and  honor  for  each  other  so  that  the  good 
tidings  of  Peace  and  Power  of  Righteousness  will  be  our  guide. 

May  our  leaders  endeavor  to  serve  each  nation  in  a manner  that  will  bring 
peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  for  all  the  people.  May  the  thickness  of 
our  skin  be  seven  spans  - which  is  to  say  the  span  should  protect  against 
anger,  offensive  actions,  and  criticism.  May  our  hearts  be  full  of  peace 
and  good  will  and  our  minds  filled  with  a yearning  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  Confederacy. 

With  endless  patience,  may  we  fulfill  our  duty,  and  may  our  firmness  be 
tempered  with  tenderness  and  compassion.  May  neither  anger  nor  fury  find 
lodging  in  our  minds;  and  may  all  our  words  and  actions  be  marked  by  calm 
deliberation . 

Finally,  if  any  nation  of  the  Confederacy  should  ever  need  help,  let  it 
call  out  the  others  to  come  to  its  aid.  We  vow  to  attempt,  to  work  together 
in  a way  that  the  embers  of  long  ago  council  fires  may  be  fanned  into  a 


flame  of  kinship,  culture  and  love  that 

will  warm  countless  generations  of  Wendat  people. 

Chief  Willie  Piccard,  Huron  Wendat  of  Wendake 
Chief  Leaford  Bearkin,  Wyandott  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
Second  Chief  Dim  Bland,  Wyandott  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
Chief  Danith  K.  English,  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 
Spokesperson  Steven  A.  Gronda,  Wyandot  Nation  of  Anderdon 
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Hello  - This  message  is  to  announce  the  new  Vancouver  Island  Accountability 
Coalition  Website  - for  First  Nations  people  on  Vancouver  Island  BC,  Canada 
who  are  looking  for  accountability  from  their  government  and,  from  the 
Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs,  http://www.cow-net.com/tiltulum/ 
Basically  - after  a year  of  trying  to  apply  gentle  pressure  to  our  band 
Cowichan  Tribes  - to  meet  just  basic  accountability  levels  to  us  -as  our 
elected  representatives,  the  newly  formed  Somena,  Governance  Society  wishes 
to  share  what  we  have  learned 
with  our  relations  up  and  down  the  island. 

The  Vancouver  Island  Accountability  Coalition  is  a branch  of  the  Somena 
Governance  Society.  We  are  not  affiliated  with  any  government  program  - we 
are  self-supporting  through  our  own  contributions  - we  have  NOTHING  to  do 
with  the  First  Nations  Accountability  Co-alition  although  we  did  attend  one 
meeting  where  a representative  from  there  was  invited.  We  were  not  impressed 
with  the  cozy  relationship  between  the  FNAC  and 
the  Reform  Party. 

(I  will  elaborate  on  the  farce  that  occurred  at  this  meeting  if  somebody 
wishes  to  ask  about  it) 

Essentially  - we  at  the  Somena  Governance  Society  have  one  goal  in 
mind.  We  want  to  Help  Cowichan  People  Help  Themselves. 

This  means  we  take  an  active  involvement  in  helping  people  who's  voices 
are  being  ignored  by  our  Band  Government  - who  are  being  railroaded  by 
DIAND  policy  - who's  land  is  being  stolen  by  greedy  Band  Office  officials, 
who  are  being  discriminated  against  in  the  band  office  in  areas  of  Social 
Assistance,  Land,  Housing,  and  Membership.  People  whose  lives  are  being 
directly  adversely  impacted  by  incompetent 
government . 

We  don't  believe  the  solution  is  to  just  keep  rotating  new  people  into 
power.  Our  goal  is  to  apply  enough  pressure  to  our  government  so  that  the 
people  already  in  power  have  to  do  what  they  were  supposed  to  do,  namely 
represent  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  not  their  own  private  personal 
interests . 

We  could  be  viewed  as  a Watch  Dog  group  - or  a Political  Lobby  or  even 
simply  a First  Nations  citizens  advocacy  and  empowerment  organization. 

If  you  are  from  a First  Nation  on  Vancouver  Island  and  are  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about  the  Somena  Governance  Society  - or  the  Vancouver 
Island  Accountability  Co-alition  - please  feel  free  to  visit  the  website 
http://www.cow-net.com/tiltulum 
Ha  Ce  Qa 
Meaghan  Walker 

"Among  the  many  misdeeds  of  the  British  rule  in  India,  history  will  look 
upon  the  act  of  depriving  a whole  nation  of  arms,  as  the  blackest." 

--  Mahatma  Gandhi,  "Gandhi,  An  Autobiography",  M.K.  Gandhi,  page  446 
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Indian  culture  focus  of  business  luncheon 

c.  Tulsa  World 

9/4/99 

Indian  culture  and  spirituality  in  business  will  be  discussed  Thursday  at  a 
luncheon  of  the  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Tulsa. 

The  11:30  a.m.  luncheon  will  be  held  at  the  Downtown  DoubleTree  Hotel  at 
616  W.  Seventh  St. 

American  Indians  have  been  doing  business  with  other  Indians  for 
centuries,  but  today  they  also  do  business  with  non-Indians  who  operate 
under  different  value  systems,  a chamber  spokesman  said. 

Discussing  these  differences  at  the  luncheon  will  be  Curtis  Zunigha, 
former  chief  of  the  Delaware  Tribe,  and  Clark  Inkanish  and  Ann  Dapice, 
president  and  vice  president  of  T.K.  Wolf  and  Associates. 

For  further  information,  contact  Herschell  Dancy  at  245-3767. 
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Struggles  of  the  spirit:  Red  Road  a lonely  challenge  for  elder 

c.  Toronto  Star 

9/3/99 

The  Red  Road  is  a tough  path  to  follow,  but  Cree  elder  Vern  Harper  welcomes 
anyone  who  wants  to  walk  it.  "It's  a religion,  but  we  don't  use  the  term 
religion.  We  like  to  use  'Indian  spirituality,'  " the  65-year-old  youth 
court  worker  says. 

"A  lot  of  people  find  the  Red  Road  difficult  in  that  it's  a very 
disciplined  belief  system,  because  we're  totally  opposed  to  drugs  and 
alcohol.  There  is  no  occasional  glass  of  wine  or  bottle  of  beer.  Nothing." 

Beyond  2000 
Home  to  the  world 

The  Red  Road  has  far  more  impact  than  numbers  would  suggest,  he  says.  Only 
a handful  of  people,  maybe  30,  are  Red  Road  practitioners  and  several  of 
those  are  non-native.  But  there  are  lots  more  who  practise  their  traditional 
spirituality  underground,  he  says. 

The  sweat  lodge  is  "the  church"  of  the  Red  Road.  One  has  to  crawl  on  hands 
and  knees  to  enter.  "The  thing  with  our  culture,  people  have  to  go  to  it,  it 
doesn't  go  to  them.  We  do  not  believe  in  recruiting,  we  do  not  believe  in 
converting.  It's  kind  of  a very  individual,  private  thing,  our 
spirituality,"  he  says. 

As  a youth  court  worker.  Harper  acts  as  a liaison  with  young  natives  in 
trouble,  defence  lawyers  and  crown  attorneys,  arranging  for  native 
translators,  negotiating  alternative  sentences  to  jail  or  simply  raising 
issues  to  highlight  the  unique  circumstances  and  needs  of  aboriginal  teens. 

"If  you  look  at  statistics  today,  we  have  one  of  the  lowest  (populations) 
but  one  of  the  highest  percentages  in  the  prison  system.  That's  changing, 
but  it  was  racially  motivated  - Indians  didn't  know  the  system  and  the 
system  would  just  devour  them,"  he  says. 

That  is  what  happened  to  him. 

When  Harper  was  4,  his  mother  died  and  his  father  bolted.  He,  his  twin 


brother  and  two  older  brothers  were  raised  by  white  foster  parents  in 
Toronto. 

His  brothers  went  to  school  but  not  Harper  - because  child-care  workers 
labelled  him  mentally  handicapped.  No  one  recognized  he  was  fighting 
assimilation  by  being  deliberately  unco-operative. 

"I  resisted  everything.  I only  spoke  Cree  and  couldn't  speak  out  in 
English,  but  I used  to  hear  the  word  'retarded.'  I didn't  know  what  it 
meant,  but  knew  it  wasn't  something  nice. 

"My  schooling  was  the  radio,"  he  adds,  crediting  afternoon  soap  operas 
and  shows  like  The  Green  Hornet,  The  Shadow  and  lack  Benny  for  teaching  him 
English  and  training  him  to  be  a storyteller.  "It's  only  been  recently  that 
I've  learned  to  read  and  write."  At  15,  he  hitchhiked  to  his  reserve  in 
Saskatchewan  to  live  with  relatives  and  learn  his  Cree  culture.  Later,  he 
was  an  amateur  boxer,  turning  pro  after  coming  home  from  a tour  of  duty  in 
the  Korean  War  as  a Canadian  soldier. 

"I  was  a good  fighter  but  the  drinking  interfered  with  it  - I couldn't 
handle  success,"  says  Harper,  who  was  Saskatchewan's  light  heavyweight 
champion  in  1963. 

It  was  downhill  from  there,  including  being  jailed  for  five  years  for  an 
armed  robbery  - a crime  he  says  he  didn't  commit.  "We  didn't  have  legal 
aid  or  anything.  If  you  didn't  have  a lawyer,  the  crown  defended  you  and 
prosecuted  you,"  he  says.  "That  happened  to  a lot  of  Indians  in  '50s  and 
'60s  - you  were  just  considered  guilty." 

His  jail  time  "messed  my  life  up  completely,"  Harper  says.  "I  came  out 
very  bitter,  very  angry.  I hated  white  people  and  I hated  my  own  people. 

I was  a drug  addict  and  alcoholic  for  something  like  15  to  17  years. 

"I  started  to  turn  my  life  around  in  1970.  I really  believe  it  was  my 
culture  that  saved  my  life." 

Because  of  his  experience  with  the  criminal  justice  system  and  his  battle 
with  the  bottle.  Harper  empathizes  with  native  convicts.  Twice  a month,  he 
travels  to  the  federal  prison  outside  Belleville  to  conduct  sweat  lodges 
and  give  spiritual  counselling  to  members  of  the  Indian  Brotherhood,  an 
inmate  organization  in  jails  across  the  country. 

In  March,  Harper  will  celebrate  30  years  of  being  drug  and  alcohol  free. 
"Alcohol  has  done  such  damage  to  our  people,  to  our  nations,"  he  says. 

"It  has  almost  destroyed  us." 

Christianity  did  even  more  damage.  Harper  says,  blaming  child  abuse, 
broken  families  and  forced  assimilation  ("being  de-feathered"  as  he  puts  it) 
on  the  church-run  residential  schools.  "Up  until  recently,  no  one  could  make 
it  in  the  system  unless  they  were  de-feathered  - they  couldn't  identify 
themselves  as  a native  person." 

But  in  the  last  20  years.  Harper  has  seen  a "spiritual  revolution.  We  have 
a good  community  in  Toronto  and  it's  all  due  to  the  youth  wanting  to  belong 
and  wanting  to  be  Indian." 
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N.M.  tribes  have  30  days  to  claim  remains,  artifacts 

ZIA  PUEBLO,  N.M.  - Tribal  leaders  of  this  central  New  Mexico  pueblo  are 
leading  an  effort  to  repatriate  hundreds  of  American  Indian  human  remains 
and  thousands  of  funerary  artifacts  from  Mesa  Verde  National  Park  in 
southern  Colorado. 

An  inventory  of  the  remains  and  artifacts  has  been  published  to  help  New 
Mexico  tribes  repatriate  their  ancestral  remains. 

The  25-page  inventory,  which  was  mailed  out  to  tribes  last  week,  took  the 


U.S.  Park  Service  nearly  five  years  to  complete.  It  lists  more  than  2,000 
items  taken  from  Mesa  Verde  starting  in  1906  that  date  back  to  the  period 
between  750  and  1300. 

Now,  a 30-day  clock  is  ticking  for  the  tribes  to  claim  the  items  from  the 
national  park  museum's  2 million-piece  collection. 

"It's  a long  process/'  said  Zia  Pueblo  administrator  Peter  Pino.  "We  would 
like  to  do  these  things  as  quickly  as  possible." 

Pino  said  tribal  leaders  have  been  consulting  with  the  Park  Service  for 
six  years  regarding  the  repatriation . He  said  the  pueblo  is  committed  to  the 
project  and  other  pueblos  have  allowed  it  to  take  a leading  role  in  the 
effort . 

Zia  tribal  officials  have  already  filed  to  repatriate  remains  from  Mesa 
Verde  under  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act. 

Many  of  New  Mexico's  19  remaining  Indian  pueblos  trace  their  ancestral  roots 
to  the  southwestern  corner  of  Colorado  and  the  adobe  cliff  dwellings  erected 
there  1,000  years  ago. 

In  all,  24  tribes  have  been  notified  about  the  inventory,  a catalog  of 
excavations  by  archaeologists  from  the  University  of  Colorado  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  The  excavated  sites  include  Burnt  House,  Adobe 
House  and  the  Lancaster  House. 

Tribes  that  may  have  an  interest  in  repatriation  from  the  national  park 
extend  beyond  New  Mexico  to  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  in  Arizona,  the  Southern  Ute 
Indian  Tribe  and  Ute  Mountain  Tribe  of  Colorado  and  the  Ysleta  Del  Sur 
Pueblo  of  Texas. 

The  Hopis  and  Acoma  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico  filed  for  repatriation  before 
the  inventory  was  released  last  week. 

The  inventory  represents  a small  fraction  - 1 or  2 percent  - of  the  Mesa 
Verde  collection,  said  Linda  Towle,  chief  of  research  and  resource 
management  at  the  park. 

At  least  two  people  have  worked  full  time  for  the  past  five  years 
cross-checking  museum  catalogs  with  original  field  notes  to  properly 
identify  all  the  remains  and  objects. 

"It's  been  an  incredible  amount  of  work,"  Towle  said. 

Research  workers  often  found  that  records  did  not  properly  indicate  the 
burial  sites  from  which  objects  were  taken,  she  said. 

Towle  said  the  Park  Service  has  been  meeting  annually  with  tribes 
interested  in  the  Mesa  Verde  remains  since  1995  in  an  effort  to  forge  a 
cooperative  relationship. 

Zia  Pueblo  tribe's  persistence  has  already  paid  off  once  before  under  the 
repatriation  act  when  it  repatriated  artifacts  and  remains  from  a Santa  Fe 
highway  project. 
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Tribal  Membership  Disputes  Heat  Up 
By  NEDRA  PICKLER 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
9/1/99 

MOUNT  PLEASANT,  Mich.  (AP)  - For  20  years,  Wallace  Chatfield  has 
periodically  brought  a bulging  collection  of  birth  certificates  and  census 
counts  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Saginaw  Chippewas,  hoping  to  join  the 
tribe  he  already  feels  a part  of  by  blood. 

While  other  family  members,  including  his  parents,  are  recognized 
Chippewas,  he  says  shifting  birthplace  rules  have  long  been  cited  in 
keeping  him  off  tribal  rolls. 

The  distinction  means  Chatfield  can't  share  in  tribal  benefits,  which  last 
year  included  $30,000  to  each  member  from  the  Chippewas'  highly  successful 


Soaring  Eagle  Casino  and  Resort. 

"They  are  trying  to  keep  the  number  of  membership  as  low  as  possible/' 
said  Chatfield,  52,  who  lives  on  the  tribe's  reservation.  "They  aren't 
going  to  let  me  become  a member  because  that's  one  less  dollar  they  are 
going  to  receive . " 

In  tribes  across  the  nation,  experts  say  similar  disputes  are  brewing, 
especially  in  those  with  casino  riches  to  share. 

"Where  there  is  a big  pie  to  fight  around,  that's  where  you  tend  to  find 
these  kinds  of  issues,"  said  Robert  Williams  Dr.,  a professor  of  law  and 
American  Indian  studies  at  the  University  of  Arizona. 

In  August,  differing  membership  philosophies  among  the  2,500  Saginaw 
Chippewas  boiled  into  a dispute  that  led  to  standoffs  with  police,  federal 
intervention  and  lawsuits  over  tribal  control. 

Tribal  spokesman  Ronald  Dackson,  who  said  he  isn't  familiar  with 
Chatfield's  case,  said  new  Chippewas  won't  be  designated  until  after  fall 
tribal  elections  triggered  by  the  membership  debate. 

"There's  the  problem  of  sudden  wealth,  and  that  raises  all  sorts  of 
issues  about  your  identity,"  said  leff  Corntassel,  a member  of  the 
Oklahoma  Cherokee  tribe  and  Virginia  Tech  law  professor. 

"It  can  pit  tribal  members  against  each  other.  It's  sort  of  like  a 
divide-and-conquer  strategy  of  colonial  times  that  has  been  detrimental  to 
Indians,"  he  said. 

Tribal  membership  not  only  entitles  Indians  to  benefits  such  as  education 
and  health  care,  but  citizenship  in  an  Indian  nation,  voting  rights  and 
other  cultural  entitlements. 

"There  are  people  who  have  some  sincere  beliefs  that  tribal  membership 
defines  who  you  are,"  Williams  said.  "It  should  be  no  surprise  that 
people  get  upset  with  this." 

The  constitutions  of  most  tribes  require  a certain  blood  quantum  - or 
proportion  of  Indian  lineage  - for  membership. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Tigua  Indian  tribe  near  El  Paso,  Texas,  banished 
about  10  families  from  the  reservation  after  they  couldn't  prove  a 
one-eighth  blood  quantum  requirement.  An  effort  to  confirm  Tigua 
membership  began  just  before  the  tribe  distributed  the  first  payments  from 
its  Speaking  Rock  casino  in  December  1997. 

And  in  Duly,  members  of  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Grande  Ronde,  which 
operates  the  4-year-old  Spirit  Mountain  Casino  west  of  Portland,  Ore., 
voted  to  tighten  membership  requirements  after  a 40  percent  increase  in 
membership  followed  the  casino's  opening. 

The  tribe  amended  its  constitution  to  require  that  a member's  one- 
sixteenth  blood  quantum  must  come  from  Grand  Ronde  tribes.  Before,  a 
quantum  from  a combination  of  any  federally  recognized  tribes  was  accepted. 

"I  think  you  should  be  a member  of  a tribe  because  of  your  ties  to  it, 
not  because  of  what  it  can  provide  for  you,"  said  Tracy  Dugan,  director  of 
the  tribe's  public  information  office. 

Robert  Clinton,  a judge  for  the  Winnebago  tribe  of  Nebraska  and  the 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  in  South  Dakota,  said  the  quantums  are  a 
bureaucratic  legacy  of  colonialism,  not  an  indigenous  Indian  policy. 

Further,  he  said,  the  federally-prepared  blood  quantum  test  records  are 
"notoriously  inaccurate  because  of  language  problems,  inaccurate  reporting 
and  a misunderstanding  of  Indian  kinship." 

And  Corntassel,  who  calls  the  quantums  "silly,"  asks:  "Is  someone  who 
has  a one-eighth  quantum  more  Indian  than  someone  who  is  l/64th?" 

Corntassel  said  tribes  historically  skirted  rules  by  allowing  for 
"adoption"  of  those  who  didn't  qualify  under  membership  standards.  But 
the  move  is  increasingly  rare,  he  said. 

Andrew  Lee,  an  Indian  government  expert  at  Harvard's  John  F.  Kennedy 
School  of  Government,  said  it  remains  important  for  tribes  to  continue  to 
set  their  own  standards  for  membership,  despite  disputes. 

"This  is  what  sovereignty  is  all  about,"  he  said. 
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FLORIDA  AIM  QUESTIONS  MEDIA  RACISM/BIAS 

Saint  Petersburg,  FL-  The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  is  inquiring 
of  Florida  media  outlets  how  many  Indian  lives  equal  the  life  of  one 
non-Indian . 

In  the  past  year  more  than  a dozen  Lakota  people  have  been  murdered 
in  White  Clay,  NE;  Mobridge  and  Rapid  City,  SD.  The  crimes  in  White  Clay, 

NE  are  undoubtedly  hate  crimes  and  a suspect  includes  a Sheridan  County,  NE 
Sheriff  deputy.  Further  the  situation  in  White  Clay  includes  an  effort  by 
the  Oglala  Lakota  to  reclaim  the  land  taken  illegally  from  them. 

The  news  media  in  Florida  provided  widespread  coverage  of  the  brutal 
killing  of  a gay  college  student  in  Wyoming  and  the  revolting  slaying  of  an 
African  man  in  Texas.  Yet  no  news  outlet  in  Florida  covered  the  hate  crime 
murder  of  Ronald  Beartrack  in  Ada,  OK  in  1995.  And  not  one  single  story  has 
covered  the  hate  crime  murders  of  John  Means,  Wallace  Black  Elk  Dr.,  Ronald 
Hard  Heart,  Dennis  Cross,  Llewyen  Long  Soldier,  Francis  Thunderhawk,  Rich 
Big  Crow,  Thomas  Twiss,  Don  Bourdeaux,  Martin  Young  Bull  Bear,  Ben  Long 
Wolf,  George  Hatton,  Allen  Hough,  Royce  Yellow  Hawk,  Randall  Two  Crows 
and  Lauren  Two  Bulls.  Or  Ronald  Many  Horses.  And  what  of  Gabby  Daniels, 

Ronald  Beartrack,  Mike  Berry,  Leroy  Dackson,  Randy  Headbird ad 

infinitum? 

Recently  it  has  been  alleged  that  three  Lakota  youth  brutalized  a 
young  white  male.  This  allegation  has  received  much  national  and  local 
attention.  Less  than  a dozen  hours  after  the  incident  the  law  enforcement 
folks  had  the  Lakota  young  men  in  custody.  Two  decades  later  do  these  same 
law  enforcement  officers  know  anything  about  the  murders  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash, 
Doe  Killsright,  Pedro  Bissonette,  Richard  Oakes,  ...ad  infinitum. 

It  therefore  appears  that  a simple  mathematical  equation  equaling 
unquestionable  racism  exists.  That  equation  is  that  the  lives  of  at  least 
three  Lakota 's  killed  in  hate  crimes  in  White  Clay,  NE  and  perhaps  a dozen 
others  around  the  region  do  not  equate  to  the  life  of  one  white  man.  So  our 
question  now,  to  the  newsmedia  is  how  many  Indian  lives  does  it  take  to 
equal  the  value  of  the  life  of  one  white  person  in  the  eyes  of  your  news 
organization? 

We  ask  all  human  beings  to  notice  this  discrepancy,  this  vile 
racism,  call  your  local  media  outlets  and  voice  your  outrage  and  react  to 
this  racism  by  the  media  accordingly. 
http://www.aics.org/justice/camp.html 
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The  following  article  is  from  The  Vancouver  Sun  newspaper  in  Vancouver  BC. 
Its  website  is  at  http://www.vancouversun.com. 

Ottawa,  church  found  liable  for  residential  school  abuse 

A B.C.  native  wins  a precedent-setting  lawsuit  over  sexual  assaults  dating 
back  to  the  1970s. 


Daniel  Siebeng  Vancouver  Sun 

After  suffering  years  of  sexual  abuse  at  a native  residential  school, 
Floyd  Mowatt  Sr.  says  he  finally  feels  vindicated  by  a precedent-setting  B 
C.  Supreme  Court  ruling  that  found  the  federal  government  and  the  Anglican 
Church  directly  liable. 

Madame  Dustice  Danice  Dillon  ruled  last  week  that  although  both  entities 
were  responsible  for  negligence,  the  church  was  deemed  to  bear  "greater 
fault"  because  it  attempted  to  cover  up  the  abuse.  The  court  assigned  60 
per  cent  of  the  blame  to  the  church  and  40  per  cent  to  the  government. 

The  decision  was  a long  time  coming,  Mowatt,  39,  said  on  Sunday  from  his 
home  in  Hazelton,  about  200  kms  northeast  of  Prince  Rupert.  He  was  just 
nine  years  old  when  the  incidents  of  sexual  abuse  began.  He  said  the 
ruling  has  allowed  him  to  sleep  easier  at  night  and  helped  him  feel 
"reborn . " 

"My  life  of  horror  started  when  I was  very  young.  And  why  this  was  even 
allowed  to  go  on,  I have  no  idea." 

Mowatt  is  among  many  former  students  to  file  individual  or  class-action 
lawsuits  to  obtain  damages  for  their  suffering. 

But  this  is  the  first  time  a church  and  the  government  have  been  found 
directly  liable  because  they  failed  in  their  duty  to  protect  a student.  It 
is  also  the  first  time  the  church  has  been  held  responsible  for  the 
majority  of  the  blame. 

Allan  Early,  one  of  Mowatt' s lawyers,  said  Sunday  that  during  a previous 
similar  case  in  B.C.,  a court  found  there  to  be  "vicarious"  liability,  but 
didn't  conclude  there  was  evidence  of  direct  knowledge  and  a cover  up. 
Early  hopes  the  Mowatt  case,  although  not  binding,  will  lead  to  similar 
rulings  in  the  future. 

"It  is  a very  important  decision,"  he  said,  noting  that  it  emphasized 
that  law  and  morality  are  not  exclusive  ideals. 

"Clearly,  according  to  Madame  Dustice  Dillon,  the  two  are  not 
inextricably  divided,"  said  Early.  "The  law  and  morality  come  together 
when  the  church  undertakes  to  be  in  charge  of  somebody's  moral  upbringing 
and  to  protect  them  and  then  fails  to  do  so." 

Early  would  not  disclose  the  amount  of  the  settlement  under  terms  of  the 
agreement . 

Mowatt  said  he  was  forced  to  submit  to  countless  sexual  assaults  from 
his  supervisor,  watched  other  students  attempt  suicide  and  experienced 
fights  and  aggression  throughout  his  turbulent  time  at  St.  George's  Indian 
Residential  School  in  Lytton  in  the  1970s. 

Derek  Clarke,  Mowatt ' s dorm  supervisor,  has  since  been  jailed  for  the 
molestation  incidents. 

"These  people  convinced  me  that  I was  not  a good  person,"  said  Mowatt  of 
his  time  at  the  school.  "I've  got  a battered  body  now,  but  I'm  alive.  I'm 
still  kicking  hard.  That's  one  thing  they  couldn't  take  away  from  me  --  my 
will  to  live." 

In  her  decision,  Dillon  stated  that:  "Both  the  Anglican  Church  and  the 
Crown  failed  unreasonably  to  protect  the  plaintiff  from  harm." 

Dillon  also  cited  the  behaviour  of  Andrew  Harding,  the  principal  of  the 
school.  She  said  Harding  was  molesting  students  too  and  attempted  to  cover 
up  Clarke's  activities. 

The  ruling  went  on  to  say  the  "social  architecture"  of  the  school  and 
"Anglican  hierarchical  ethos"  allowed  Clarke  to  prey  upon  the  nervous  and 
shy  new  students. 

No  one  from  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada  or  representatives  of  the 
federal  government  were  available  for  comment  Sunday. 
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Tom  Poor  Bear  just  called  us  and  there  is  some  information  he  wants  people 
to  know  and  asked  me  to  post  it  as  widely  as  possible.  The  events  of  the 
march  this  past  Saturday  never  made  it  to  the  media,  and  people  need  to 
know  the  truth. 

Tom  said  that  the  alcohol-selling  establishments  in  Whiteclay  close  down 
during  the  marches  but  then  re-open  and  there  is  not  any  change  in  that  - 
he  is  tired  of  them  not  listening  and  he  and  other  marchers  stayed  in 
Whiteclay  to  keep  the  sale  of  alcohol  from  happening.  After  3-4  hours  the 
law  enforcement  people  moved  in  and  3 state  patrol  cars  and  the  sheriff 
arrested  Tom  and  charged  him  with  trespassing.  Tom  was  the  ONLY  person 
arrested.  He  spent  6-7  hours  in  jail  before  the  people  could  raise  enough 
money  for  his  bail  - the  bond  was  $1500.00  and  he  needed  $150.00  bail  money. 

Tom  also  addressed  the  issue  of  the  Internet  and  postings  there.  He  has  no 
direct  access  to  the  Internet  and  stated  that  he  has  told  people  that  there 
is  no  "authorization"  for  anyone  - he  does  not  use  that  word  - his  word  is 
that  anyone  who  can  print  the  news  from  there  truthfully  on  the  Internet  so 
that  people  will  know  what  is  going  on,  please  do.  He  stressed  "truthfully". 

There  is  an  URGENT  need  for  money  for  posting  bails  for  marchers  to 
Whiteclay.  Tom  wants  people  to  know  that  they  are  starting  to  arrest  the 
marchers.  They  need  bail  money  to  get  out  of  the  jail.  Please  help 
them!!!!!!!!!  If  you  can  send  a dollar  - if  you  can  send  ten  dollars  - 
whatever  you  can  send  please  do  now.  I am  outraged  that  Tom  had  to  spend 
6-7  HOURS  in  jail  while  they  tried  to  raise  $150.00! ! There  are  people  who 
could  and  should  be  helping  and  aren't.  Please  go  to  your  local  pow-wows 
and  ask  the  people  for  help.  We  need  warriors  who  are  willing  to  commit 
themselves  to  this  fight,  even  if  it  means  getting  arrested.  My  husband's 
words:  "If  there  were  true  warriors  there  they  would  have  surrounded  Tom 
and  said,  'if  you  take  him  you  take  us'.  Where  are  the  true  hearts?" 

Camp  lustice 
C/0  Tom  Poor  Bear 
PO  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 
Pat 

http://wolfseeker.com 

http: //www. In s id eTheWeb. com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http: //www. sunlink.net/~wlfskr 
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d'laan'te'..  Some  folks,  both  NDN's  & non,  seem  to  behaving  trouble 
realizing  why  First  Nation  people  have  trouble  asserting  their  rights  & 
using  their  initiative  to  advance  their  own  well  being.  I can  speak  of  how 
things  are  in  Canada.. 

The  fact  is  that  the  First  Nations  are  still,  for  the  most  part,  in 
chains.  Chains  created  by  the  federal  government  bureaucracy,  the  thickest 
chain  of  which  is  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

First  Nations  are  still  designated  "wards  of  the  government",  & not 
allowed  to  sign  their  own  contracts  with  non-Indian  individuals  or 
corporations . Most  leases  of  Indian  lands,  to  homeowners  or  to  oil 
companies,  timber  or  mining  interests,  are  usually  handed  out  by  DIA  at 
ridiculously  low  rates  of  payment.  And  royalties  from  resource  extraction 


from  Indian  lands  are  token  sums,  less  than  5%  of  the  royalties  paid  to 
non-Indian  landowners.  Payments  for  lands  or  resources  from  Indian  lands 
go  into  "trust  accounts"  managed  by  the  federal  govt.  It  is  the  only 
account  not  subject  to  audit  by  the  federal  Auditor-General.  (As  in  the 
USA,  it's  the  subject  of  a lawsuit  by  the  Nations  for  an  accounting  by  the 
"trustees".  The  feds  say  there's  $1. 8-billion  in  it,  the  Nations  say  there 
should  be  close  to  $6-billion.  It's  been  in  court  for  almost  20  years 
now.)  Indian  Nations  have  to  beg  for  any  of  this,  their  own  money,  & it 

can  & does  take  up  to  10-15  years  to  get  any,  for  any  need.  My 

father-in-law's  request  for  $5000  from  his  trust  for  down-payment  on  a 
tractor  was  approved..,  18  years  after  he  applied  & 7 years  after  he  died. 

Indian  Nation  government  budgets  are  absurdly  inadequate,  & meant  to  be 
so,  because  if  life  in  an  on-reserve  community  was  any  good  at  all  people 

would  stay,  & the  federal  government  has  the  obligation  to  provide  the 

local  governments  with  enough  cash  to  provide  minimal  community  services 
(eg,  health,  education,  housing,  water,  sewage,  etc)  for  on-reserve 
populations.  The  more  people  they  can  drive  off  reserve,  where  the  people 
somehow  stop  being  Indians  & become  a "provincial  govt  responsibility", 
the  less  the  feds  have  to  shell  out.  So  they  play  games. 

Housing's  a good  example;  the  federal  govt  has  studied  the  housing  markets 
in  Canada  &,  in  their  brilliance,  comes  up  with  $19,626.32  for  use  of  the 
Nation  to  build  a 3-bedroom  home  for  those  that  need  homes.  For  $19,000 
these  days,  what  kind  of  home  can  be  built?  And  when  the  nation 
governments  dip  into  their  meagre  other  funds  to  make  up  such  shortfalls 
(digging  a hole  to  fill  a hole)  they  are  crucified  & vilified  by  the 
foaming-at-the-mouth  racist  fools  in  the  Reform  Party  & other 
right-wingnuts  by  the  score,  all  of  whom  work  hard  at  maintaining  their 
high  levels  of  ignorance  as  to  the  facts  of  life  for  First  Nation  people. 

Here's  a story  that  puts  it  all  into  perspective,  I hope. 

By  coincidence,  today  is  one  of  the  few  days  each  year  I dedicate  to  the 
memory  of  a little  Cree  boy  named  Dason  Sumner.  Dason  Sumner  died  in  a 
house-fire  but  was  actually  murdered  by  the  bureaucracy  that  rules  the 
lives  of  every  member  of  every  First  Nation  in  Canada  with  an  iron  hand. 

I've  always  drawn  inspiration  from  his  story  & wanted  to  keep  his  lesson 
more  visible  in  peoples'  hearts,  but  couldn't  figure  out  how  until  now. 

I've  found  a potential  donor  who  MAY  be  willing  to  set  up  a (substantial) 
endowment/scholarship  in  First  Nation  Self-Govt  Studies  in  Dason  Sumner's 
name.  Maybe  I can  do  it,  maybe  not.  We'll  see.  Here's  Dason' s story.  Do 
you  think  his  story  should  be  remembered? 

A Cree  Nation  community  in  Manitoba.  Some  time  since  1990  ..  A small  fire 
traps  Dason  (age  7?  10?)  in  the  house  while  his  mother  was  hanging  laundry 
in  the  sun  & all  of  his  brothers  & sisters  were  playing  outside.  Dason  was 
studying  his  schoolwork.  The  volunteer  fire-dept  of  his  community 
responded  immediately,  simultaneously  calling  in  the  fire  dept  with  the 
only  operable  fire  truck  in  the  area  from  the  nearby  little  farm  town 
(less  than  10  miles  down  the  road).  The  fire  was  burning  slowly  in  the 
front  of  the  house,  not  endangering  Dason  (who  was  in  a back  bedroom)  too 
much  for  at  least  20  minutes,  but  its  location  effectively  cut  off  any 
chance  for  a rescue  attempt  through  the  doors  & the  window  to  that  bedroom 
was  boarded  up  from  the  inside  as  the  family  couldn't  afford  to  replace  a 
broken  pane. 

Afterwards,  everyone  agreed  that  if  the  fire  truck  from  the  nearby  town 
had  not  been  ordered  to  halt  & turn  back  when  they  got  to  the  boundary  of 
Dason 's  reserve,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  been  saved.  But  the  volunteer 
fire  brigade  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  town,  & Dason  died  horribly  as 
his  family  watched..,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  siren  they'd  heard  on 
the  wind..,  the  siren  that  never  arrived. 

Less  than  a year  before  the  tragedy,  the  community  had  been  given  a good, 
govt-surplus  pump  truck,  & the  community  volunteer  fire  crew  trained  in 
its  use.  But  when  the  band  asked  DIA  for  funds  to  be  added  to  its  capital 
budget  so  as  to  build  an  insulated/heated  garage  for  their  new  pump  truck, 
their  request  was  refused.  Even  though  they  drained  the  truck  before 
winter,  there  was  enough  water  left  in  some  small  lines  to  burst  them  when 
it  turned  to  ice.  And  their  requests  for  funds  to  buy  new  lines  were 


refused,  as  it  was  decided  by  DIA  that  it  was  'damage  due  to  owner 
neglect ' . 

The  community  was  disappointed,  but  since  the  nearby  town  had  always 
provided  fire  services  before  they'd  been  given  the  pump  truck,  they 
weren't  too  worried  about  it.  They  would  hold  bake  sales  & blanket-dances 
later  in  the  year  to  see  if  they  could  raise  the  cash  to  spend  on  the  new 
parts . 

Indian  Affairs,  however,  had  cancelled  the  contract  with  the  nearby  town 
for  fire  service  provision.  DIA  Regional  office  also  decided  that  there 
was  no  need  to  inform  the  band,  since  it  was  "obvious"  now  that  they  owned 
their  own  pump  truck  that  DIA  no  longer  needed  to  spend  the  huge  sum  of 
$2000/yr  for  that  service  contract. 

So  when  the  town  fire  truck  got  to  the  reserve  boundary  they  received  a 
radio  call  from  the  Reeve  of  the  town  (it's  too  small  to  have  a mayor), 
ordering  them  back  since  without  a contract  their  insurance  while  on  call 
was  null  & void  on  reserve. 

Now  do  you  see  what  I mean  folks?  Bureaucracy  killed  a little  boy  named 
lason  Sumner...  The  same  bureaucracy  that  has  smothered  initiatives  by  the 
First  Nations  to  improve  the  well  being  of  their  people  for  many  years,  the 
same  bureaucracy  that  has  killed  many,  many  Indians,  young  & old,  in  every 
First  Nation  in  this  country,  & which  continues  to  kill  more  each  day. 

I hope  that  you  give  a few  minutes  today  to  pray  for  lason 's  rest,  & that 
the  bureaucratic  chains  that  are  killing  people  are  broken  someday  soon, 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

In  Memory  of  lason  Sumner,  child-casualty  killed  in  the  ongoing  war 
against  the  Indian  Nations..  R.I.P. 

"RE : Slain  Navajo's  Kin  Seek  Answers"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Aug  1999  03:11:05  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Sub j : Slain  Navajo's  kin  seek  answers:  A late-night  request,  a knife,  a 

claim  of  A late-night  request,  a knife,  a claim  of  mystery  (fwd) 

http: //www. azcentral . com/news/0816nava jo. shtml 
Slain  Navajo's  kin  seek  answers 

A late-night  request,  a knife,  a claim  of  self-defense  and  a grand  jury's 
action  make  a mystery 
By  Mark  Shaffer 

The  Arizona  Republic  Aug  16,  1999 

FLAGSTAFF  - Sandie  Wilson  thought  the  request  more  than  a little  strange. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  on  a chilly,  late  May  night,  and  her  husband, 
Alonzo,  38,  comes  home  with  this  off-the-wall  story.  Their  friend,  Craig 
Darnsteadt,  is  demanding  the  immediate  return  of  a Bowie  knife  he  had 
given  Sandie  two  years  before  as  a gift. 

Alonzo  takes  the  knife  and  goes  back  to  Darnsteadt 's  trailer  in  the 
remote  Alpine  Ranchos  area,  where  Wilson  is  blasted  in  the  abdomen  with  a 
shotgun.  He  dies  a day  later  at  a Flagstaff  hospital. 

At  first,  Darnsteadt  and  his  friend,  Gary  Netzley,  both  White,  tell 
sheriff's  deputies  that  Wilson,  a Navajo,  had  shot  himself.  Then  Netzley 
admits  that  he  was  the  trigger  man,  but  it  was  self-defense,  you  see. 

Wilson  had  a knife. 

However,  Netzley  tossed  the  shotgun  from  his  car  as  he  hauled  Wilson  to 
the  hospital,  and  no  one  can  find  it.  Meanwhile,  Wilson's  chances  of 
survival  are  going  down  the  drain  as  the  normal  one-hour  drive  to 
Flagstaff  takes  the  men  three  hours. 

After  his  release  from  jail,  Netzley  moves  rather  suddenly  to  Colorado, 
but  not  before  allegedly  leaving  baggies  of  methamphetamine  and  marijuana 
in  a patrol  vehicle  that  brought  him  and  Darnsteadt  to  Flagstaff  for 
questioning. 

Is  something  amiss  here? 

Not  according  to  a Coconino  County  grand  jury.  Earlier  this  month,  it 


returned  a no  bill,  buying  the  notion  that  Netzley  acted  in  self-defense. 
Netzley  had  been  charged  with  aggravated  assault  shortly  after  the 
shooting  but  that  charge  was  dropped. 

All  of  which  has  enraged  Wilson's  friends  and  family  on  the  western  part 
of  the  Navajo  Reservation,  400  of  whom  turned  out  for  his  traditional 
funeral  in  the  Wide  Ruin  area. 

Wilson's  kin  are  pushing  for  a federal  investigation  of  his  death. 
Kenneth  Begay,  chairman  of  the  Tribal  Council's  judiciary  committee,  is 
leading  that  drive.  Edison  Wauneka,  a member  of  the  tribe's  public  safety 
commission,  also  said  the  group  is  concerned  about  Wilson's  death. 

"I  knew  him  and  there's  no  way  that  he  would  pick  up  a knife  and  harm 
someone,"  Begay  said.  "We  can't  leave  a situation  like  this  blank.  We  need 
to  have  a legitimate  answer  and  we  are  requesting  the  appropriate  federal 
authorities  to  do  something  about  it." 

Sandie  Wilson,  a reporter  for  the  Flagstaff  weekly  newspaper  Navajo-Hopi 
Observer,  says  federal  investigators  would  find  a clear-cut  case  of 
premeditated  murder.  She  thinks  her  husband  was  ambushed,  noting  that  his 
last  words  to  an  emergency  room  physician  were,  "Somebody  shot  me." 

She  believes  Darnsteadt  and  Netzley  plotted  to  kill  her  husband  and 
waited  until  he  returned  that  night  with  the  Bowie  knife  in  hopes  of 
justifying  the  shooting. 

"Gary  told  some  tenants  on  our  land  two  weeks  before  the  shooting  that 
they  needed  to  move  because  "things  aren't  going  to  be  safe  around  here,' 

" Sandie  Wilson  said.  "A  friend  of  mine  told  me  that  they  both  said  they 
were  going  to  kill  Alonzo  one  night  when  they  were  sitting  around  a 
campfire . " 

Sandie  Wilson  said  she's  not  prepared  to  call  the  shooting  a hate  crime. 
But  she  says  many  of  her  in-laws  have  remarked  to  her  that  there  would  be 
little  doubt  about  what  would  happen  in  a case  "where  there  are  two  Indian 
guys  with  a shotgun  and  a White  victim." 

But  Lt.  Doug  Cathey  of  the  Coconino  County  Sheriff's  Office  said 
investigators  have  established  nothing  even  resembling  a motive  to  explain 
why  the  two  men  would  have  wanted  Alonzo  Wilson  dead. 

"I'm  not  going  to  say  that  this  was  self-defense  without  a doubt," 

Cathey  said.  "I  would  like  to  have  the  weapon  and  have  this  all  be  more 
cut  and  dried.  But  nothing  points  to  any  culpability  that  we  could 
establish . 

"As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  it's  a closed  case." 

Netzley  and  Darnsteadt  told  investigators  that  they  had  been  drinking 
with  Alonzo  Wilson  earlier  in  the  evening  of  the  shooting  and  had  argued 
over  a tent  they  accused  him  of  taking  from  a friend's  property. 

After  going  home  to  fetch  the  knife,  Wilson  visited  one  Alpine  Ranchos 
resident  and  asked  whether  the  resident  would  go  with  him  to  the  two  men's 
trailer  and  whether  he  could  borrow  the  resident's  weapon.  Wilson  was 
denied  on  both  requests,  the  man  told  investigators. 

Netzley  claims  that  Wilson  returned  and  attacked  him  with  the  knife. 
Darnsteadt  said  he  was  sleeping  inside  the  trailer  and  awoke  to  the  two 
arguing  but  couldn't  see  whether  Wilson  had  the  knife  in  his  hand. 

Sandie  Wilson  isn't  buying  any  of  that.  She  also  said  that  it's  a 
particularly  sad  ending  for  a man  who  had  struggled  mightily  to  turn  his 
life  around  after  wandering  the  downtown  streets  for  years  as  a homeless 
alcoholic . 

"The  county  doesn't  give  a (expletive)  about  Alonzo's  death,"  she  said. 
"But  I'm  hoping  that  others  will." 

Mark  Shaffer  can  be  reached  at  mark.shaffer@pni.com  via  e-mail  or  at 
1-602-444-8057. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  5 September  99  0817:10  GMT 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Date:  Wednesday,  September  01,  1999  2:42  PM 
From:  Linda  <featherl@midusa . net> 

Hi  lanet, 

I am  getting  ready  to  do  a banner  page,  if  you  & Gary  have  one  for  the 
paper  if  you  will  send  it  to  me  I'll  add  it.  I've  got  you  on  my  links 
page 

The  prison  is  really  showing  their  ignorance one  by  one  they've 

gotten  all  the  older  stronger  guys  wrote  up  and  to  the  hole so  I am  in 

the  process  of  trying  to  find  a lawyer  to  go  into  there.  I've  called  Bruce 
Ellison  and  waiting  for  him  to  return  my  call. 

If  you  know  of  anyone  else  in  South  Dakota  that  might  take  this'  would  you 
let  me  know  please...?  It's  got  to  be  someone  who  isn't  caught  up  in  the 
politics . 

They  have  (the  prison  ) broken  a few  civil  rights  with  what  they  have 
done  the  last  3 weeks.... We  could  see  this  coming. 

In  Spirit 
Linda 

May  you  walk  in  light  & love 
//members .tripod . com/ sapawiyaka/ 
featherl@midusa . net 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606 

- "RE:  Pueblo  Bread  at  Isleta"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dun  1999  14:30:12  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Pueblo  Bread  at  Isleta 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I worked  for  a time  in  the  Pueblos  along  the  Rio  Grande.  It  was  during 


a time  when  hippies  were  running  around,  there  were  anti-war  protests 
and  activism  was  the  byword.  I was  in  Isleta  and  other  puebles  and  put 
in  plumbing,  repaired  houses  and  did  some  work  for  the  communities 
there.  I used  to  stay  in  a small  room  in  a three  room  apartment  with  a 
dirt  floor  on  the  westside  of  the  plaza  at  Isleta.  Isleta  was  settled 
by  the  Pueblos  back  in  the  1400's  and  it  is  still  right  there  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  just  South  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

Early  in  the  morning  you  can  lay  there  and  the  smell  of  hot  bread  comes 
through  the  door  and  into  your  room.  It  smells  good.  I would  look  out 

across  the  plaza  and  see  the  central  area  covered  in  dirt.  On  the 

northside  of  the  plaza  was  the  Catholic  Church,  an  old  adobe  building 
typical  of  the  Southwest.  Dust  next  to  it  in  the  Northeast  corner  there 
was  a small  L shaped  house,  an  Isleta  home  with  two  outside  ovens, 
hornos,  they  are  called  and  you  could  see  the  smoke  from  there  going  up 
in  to  early  morning  air. 

The  Isleta  Pueblo  family,  the  Dojollas,  would  get  up  early  and  I 
suppose  the  night  before  and  worked  on  the  dough,  kneading  it  and 
getting  it  ready.  The  father  would  go  out  and  put  in  cedar  and  pinion 
inside  the  two  ovens  and  start  a fire.  It  would  really  blaze  and  so 
they  would  wait  until  the  fire  had  died  down  and  coals  were  left  there. 
These  would  be  scooped  out  leaving  the  earth  ovens  hot.  You  knew  it  was 
ready  when  a corn  husk  was  thrown  into  the  small  opening  at  it 
shriveled  up  in  a second.  The  ovens  are  ready.  A long  handled  board  is 
used  to  put  the  dough  in  and  the  door  is  sealed  with  tin  and  so  it 

cooks.  This  all  happens  when  you  are  still  asleep. 

When  I got  dressed  I would  walk  across  the  plaza  in  the  early  morning 
air  and  feel  the  small  pebbles.  I wonder  how  many  others  had  made  this 
walk  across  this  plaza,  the  dances  held  here,  the  celebrations.  Some  of 
the  families  told  us  of  the  conflicts  with  the  Spanish  and  a fight,  it 
sounded  like  it  was  the  other  day,  but  it  was  in  the  1600's,  a long 
time  ago.  These  people  are  an  ancient  people  and  I am  a visitor  here.  I 
got  to  the  door  and  their  home,  what  would  be  their  living  room  is  a 
small  bakery  shop,  you  can  go  in  and  there  find  a cup  of  coffee,  a cold 
milk  and  some  hot  bread.  Mrs.  Dojolla  would  serve  you,  while  her 
husband  tended  to  the  outdoor  overs.  In  those  days  it  was  75  cents,  and 
there  it  was  hot  bread.  It  came  right  out  of  the  oven,  fresh,  warm  and 
inviting.  They  did  all  this  for  the  sake  of  people  like  me.  I would  buy 
the  round  shaped  hot  bread  and  go  outside  and  sit  down  against  the 
wall.  You  have  to  understand  this  ia  a pueblo  so  everything  is  adobe, 
it  is  an  old  place.  I would  sit  down  and  get  ready  to  eat  this  gift.  I 
could  see  the  butter  running  out  of  it  and  took  a bite.  There  is  no 
taste  like  it.  Something  about  being  cooked  outside,  maybe  an  ancient 
recipe  or  the  wood,  don't  know  for  sure  but  it  tasted  good. 

I sat  there  and  ate  the  bread  and  drank  some  milk.  It  was  a good  time, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  plaza  lay  out  before  me  and  you  could  hear 
the  birds  singing.  Yes,  there  is  nothing  like  Pueblo  bread.  You  know 
that  place  is  still  there  on  the  plaza  just  like  it  was  when  I was  21. 

It  is  still  there,  just  last  Friday  morning  I went  there  again  and  did 
the  same  thing  in  the  same  spot. 

If  you  get  a chance  get  there  early  at  6:30  or  7:00  AM  and  get  a loaf, 
it  costs  $1.50  now.  There  is  nothing  better  that  Albuquerque  and  the 
area  has  to  offer  than  that  Pueblo  bread.  So  if  you  get  a chance,  go 
there.  They  are  making  it  and  in  that  spot  have  done  so  for  30  years  or 
more  and  a lot  longer.  Yes  I can  taste  it  now.  Wish  I had  some  for 
lunch,  yes  I would  sit  out  on  the  street  right  outside  and  eat  and  make 
everyone  coming  by  wish... yes  nothing  like  Pueblo  bread. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  14:42:36  -0700 
From:  Kriete  <dotchuck@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  119 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM(3MAELSTR0M. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 


newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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FOR  THE  INDIAN  HELPER] 

TO  A WILD  ROSE  FROM  THE  BATTLE  FIELD  OF  WOUNDED  KNEE,  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Thou  dainty  rose,  close  pressed  with  tender  bud. 

Where  thou  wast  plucked,  has  been  the  scene  of  blood. 

In  brave  array  thy  mates  deck  all  the  land. 

Wherein  the  long  ago,  roamed  many  an  Indian  band. 

The  wild  free  life  that  once  the  Red  Man  knew. 

Was  simple  as  thine  own,  'neath  sun  and  dew. 

Careless  and  free,  no  piteous  shade  of  doom. 

Obscured  their  lives  with  fatal,  fateful  gloom. 

E'en  as  the  plow  lays  low  thy  stalk  and  stem. 

Leaving  thee  withering,  dead  - so  'twas  with  them; 

Torn  from  their  haunts,  they  knew  not  where  to  fly. 
Robbed  of  their  own,  they  knew  naught  but  to  die. 

Hast  all  the  warm  rich  blood  shed  near  thy  bed. 
Enriched  and  nourished  thee,  thou  wild  rose  red? 


Both  Red  and  White  men's  lives  in  thee  have  share. 

Changed  but  in  form  art  they  - and  thou  art  fair. 

Art  thou  the  token  of  a higher  life. 

Art  born  to  shadow  forth  the  end  of  strife? 

May  it  be  so!  Bloom,  sweet  wild  roses,  by  the  limpid  stream! 
Proclaim  with  fragrant  breath  the  glorious  theme. 

Of  brotherhood  of  Man!  The  lives  that  blend  in  thee. 

Waft  now  this  message  o'er  the  miles  to  me. 

MARY  ALICE  HARRIMAN. 


THE  "HELPER"  GOES  THIS  WEEK  TO  THE  VERY  HOUSE  WHERE  "MARY,  WHO 
HAD  A LITTLE  LAMB,"  WAS  BORN. 


Our  esteemed  friend.  Miss  Pomeroy,  of  Sterling,  Massachusetts 
sends  a new  subscription  for  the  HELPER  and  writes  in  her  letter  of 
transmission  in  a very  unique  and  interesting  manner. 

MY  DEAR  HELPER: 

We  enclose  a sufficient  sum  for  your  fare,  so  please  don  your 
traveling  suit  and  start  for  the  following  destination  - William  F. 
Sawyer,  Sterling,  Massachusetts,  and  you  will  soon  find  yourself  in 
the  house,  yes,  in  the  very  room,  where  "Mary,  who  had  a little 
lamb,"  was  born  and  married,  and  on  the  farm  where  the  lamb  lived 
its  happy  life,  until  it  met  its  tragic  fate  on  one  Thanksgiving 
morn  by  being  tossed  on  an  angry  creature's  horn. 

The  lamb  ran  to  Mary  and  died  in  her  arms,  and  you  can  imagine 


her  deep  grief  after  having  loved  and  cared  for  it  so  tenderly. 

It  is  a pleasant  place  and  you  will  meet  with  a cheery  welcome 
from  the  relatives  of  Mary  Sawyer,  who  later  became  Mrs.  Tyler,  and 
resided  in  Somerville,  Mass. 

We  once  wrote  a short  sketch  for  you,  and  perhaps  a few  more  words 
may  be  of  interest  to  tell  you  how  the  world  wide  incident  came  to 
pass . 

Mary's  brother  Nathan,  in  a playful  mood,  proposed  that  she  take 
the  lamb  to  school,  and  offered  his  aid  to  lift  it  over  the  stone 
walls,  across  lots. 

It  was  a twin  lamb  disowned  by  its  mother,  and  had  not  yet  grown 
very  strong. 

Mary  consented,  not  dreaming  that  the  lamb  would  make  any 
disturbance,  and  it  cuddled  down  under  her  desk,  very  quietly, 
until  she  went  to  her  class,  when  soon  to  her  mortification,  she 
heard  its  little  hoof  taps. 

Of  course,  the  scholars  laughed,  which  increased  her 
discomfiture,  so  she  turned  it  out  and  took  it  home  at  noon. 

A college  student  was  present  and  the  next  morning  handed  her  the 
lines  which  have  become  so  famous,  or  at  least  a part  of  them;  it 
is  claimed  they  were  added  to  by  some  one  else. 

Mrs.  Tyler  was  a very  good  and  a very  beautiful  woman. 

We  have  seen  her,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  a brother  and  his 
family,  and  other  relatives  are  very  pleasant  friends. 

The  family  were  very  musical,  and  would  have  appreciated  the 
singing  of  the  song  by  your  band. 

We  little  know  how  far  the  influence  of  even  a trifling  act  may 
extend . 

Surely  a bit  of  fun,  in  this  case,  has  been 
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Mary  Barada  likes  her  home  at  Ocean  City. 

Miss  Botsford,  Superintendent  of  the  Potawatomi  School,  Kansas, 
was  at  Chautauqua  at  the  same  time  that  Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Carter 
were. 

The  new  arrivals  - Mrs.  DeLos,  Mrs.  Ewbanks  and  Miss  McIntyre 
seem  to  settle  down  to  the  Carlisle  ways  very  comfortably  and  are 
already  a part  of  us. 

Genus  Baird  and  Jacob  Horne  have  joined  the  boys  at 
Beacon-by-the-sea,  while  Frank  Beale  has  gone  to  take  Louis  LeRoy's 
place  in  the  country  the  latter  having  come  back  to  the  school. 

Edgar  Rickard  writes  from  Sanborn,  N.Y.  that  he  is  getting  plenty 
of  fruit  to  eat  at  home  and  that  one  of  the  things  he  enjoys  most 


is  not  having  to  begin  to  eat  when  the  bell  rings  and  stop  when  it 
rings . 

"Patrick  Henry"  is  himself  again,  now  that  Mrs.  Given  has 
returned.  He  is  a wise  cat,  and  has  been  known  to  go  the  nightly 
round  of  inspection  to  see  if  all  the  small  boys  were  in  their 
proper  places. 

"I  wish  to  give  her  special  mention  for  her  kindness  with  the 
children,"  is  what  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  read  on  the  monthly 
report  that  came  in  about  Minnie  Finley,  class  '99,  who  is  out 
temporarily . 

Miss  Bowersox  sent  blue-berries  on  tiny  bushes  by  mail  to  Miss 
Peter  who  was  formerly  a resident  of  the  plains  country,  and  never 
saw  the  berries  growing.  The  former  reports  that  Snyder  county  is 
a great  place  for  "blackberries  and  stones  in  the  valleys  and 
huckleberries  and  stones  on  the  mountains." 

From  latest  advices.  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  daughter  Miss 
Richenda  spent  Sunday  at  some  hot  springs  on  their  way  from  San 
Francisco  to  Klamath  Agency,  Oregon,  where  they  will  remain  a few 
days,  thence  to  the  largest  Indian  School  on  the  Pacific  Coast  - 
Chemawa,  Oregon,  then  to  Portland,  Tacoma  and  other  places  of 
interest  on  the  Puget  Sound;  then  east,  to  stop  at  several  places 
on  the  Great  Northern. 

We  have  another  nice  letter  from  Mrs.  Cook,  who  is  at  Pasadena, 
California,  with  her  little  son.  She  speaks  in  highest  terms  of 
the  Teachers'  Institute  at  Los  Angeles  which  closed  on  the  25th. 

She  says  that  the  "Carlisle  school  exhibit  was  greatly  admired. 
Levi  Levering  packed  it  up  for  shipment  back  to  Carlisle.  When  he 
had  driven  the  last  nail,  a gentleman  came  in  and  looked  about  with 
a disappointed  air.  He  said  he  had  hoped  to  get  some  of  the  school 
work  to  take  back  to  Stockton  with  him.  'It  is  better  work  than  we 
do  in  our  school,'  he  said,  'and  I thought  a few  specimens  would 
stimulate  our  pupils.'  This  may  be  regarded  as  high  praise,  for  I 
heard  several  of  the  teachers  say  that  the  Stockton  exhibit  at  the 
N.E.A.  was  extremely  good. 

The  art  work  was  looked  over  and  over  with  doubts  as  to  its 
being  done  by  Indians.  I had  to  assure  more  than  one  person  very 
emphatically  that  is  was  wholly  the  work  of  Indian  pupils."  She 
says  the  general  verdict  was  that  the  Institute  was  the  most 
interesting  of  any  held  so  far. 


Florence  George  and  Emma  Skye  had  a recent  trip  to  Willow  Grove, 
through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Kate  Allen,  so  Florence  writes,  and 
they  all  had  a delightful  time,  as  there  are  so  many  things  of 
interest  at  that  near  resort  to  Philadelphia.  Damrosch's  famous 
orchestra  is  one  of  the  attractions,  and  a beautiful  electric 
fountain.  Oh,  it  is  not  ALL  work  and  no  enjoyment  for  our  pupils 
in  country  homes,  and  the  authorities  at  the  school  wish  to  thank 
the  patrons  of  the  school  for  the  individual  interest  they  take  in 
their  Indian  charges. 

Miss  Seneca,  of  the  Medico  Chirurgical,  Philadelphia,  and  class 
'97,  Carlisle  , who  has  been  visiting  at  the  school,  was  taken  by 
surprise  last  Friday  evening  when  a few  of  her  friends  were  invited 
over  to  the  hospital  to  partake  of  refreshments  with  her  about  half 
an  hour  before  her  departure  for  her  New  York  home  where  she  will 
spend  the  rest  of  her  vacation.  She  said  she  enjoyed  her  visit  at 
the  school  for  the  short  time  she  was  here,  and  she  thanks  those 
who  so  kindly  remembered  her. 

Miss  Senseney  just  before  she  left  Marblehead,  Massaachusetts, 
where  she  was  attending  summer  school,  says  she  has  been  very  hard 
at  work  in  the  school  room,  but  after  each  days'  duties  were  done 
they  frolicked  like  young  lambs.  "There  are  so  many  interesting 
old  fashioned  sights,  that  one  could  spend  a long  summer  here  and 
not  tire,"  she  says. 

The  Loysville  Orphan  School  was  represented  at  the  Lutheran 
picnic  last  week  by  their  brass  band.  Returning  from  Pen  Mar  they 


stopped  off  to  see  the  Indian  School  and  played  some  very 
creditable  music  on  our  band  stand.  The  band  is  composed  of  very 
young  boys,  and  the  drummer  was  not  much  larger  than  the  drum  he 
carried . 

Band  practice  these  evenings  is  usually  held  in  the  shop  court 
where  plenty  of  light  and  air  prevail.  The  group  is  quite 
picturesque  in  appearance  not  to  say  grotesque,  dressed  in  all 
sorts  of  athletic  and  work  apparel. 
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Roasting  ears! 

Delicious  plums  now  in  market. 

The  Athletic  field  is  taking  a rest. 

Byron  Wilde  has  gone  to  his  home  in  the  West. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  has  not  fallen  in  love  with  the  Jersey  mosquito. 

Miss  Carter  has  gone  to  Stockbridge  to  spend  the  rest  of  her 
vacation . 

Mr.  Snyder  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his  home  in  Lock  Haven. 

Miss  Hulme  has  gone  to  Atlantic  City  to  spend  her  annual  leave. 

Miss  Forster  will  be  at  home  in  Harrisburg  during  most  of  her 
vacation . 

Fancy,  the  pet  dog  of  the  Standing  family  has  been  quite  ill,  but 
is  better. 

The  east  and  west  additions  to  the  school  building  are  up  to  the 
second  floor. 

The  grass  on  the  campus  is  crying  for  drink,  especially  on  the 
croquet  patches. 

A number  of  our  boys  are  hiring  out  to  near  framers  for  a few 
days  at  a time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing  passed  the  19th  anniversary  of  their 
wedding  on  Wednesday. 

Teachers'  rooms  are  nearly  all  in  an  upside-down  state  getting 
calsomined  and  cleaned. 

Miss  Noble  left  yesterday  to  visit  friends  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster. 

Mrs.  Bennett's  niece.  Miss  Randall  of  Bucks  county,  came  Tuesday 
and  will  remain  for  a while. 

Miss  Weekley  left  on  Tuesday  for  South  Carolina.  She  goes  by 
steamer  around  Hatteras. 

Miss  Jacobs,  of  the  sewing  department  is  off  on  her  annual  leave. 
She  will  visit  friends  in  Illinois. 

A new  clarinetist  - Allie  Tourtillot  - has  arrived  from  Haskell 
Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  DeLos  plays  the  piano  for  the  mandolin  and  guitar  girls. 

Why  not  have  a girls'  orchestra? 

Miss  Wood  is  back  to  her  home  in  Trenton,  N.Y.,  from  the  summer 
school  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 

The  ditch  that  is  being  dug  in  the  flat  for  sewerage  pipes  is 
assuming  quite  extensive  proportions. 

When  is  a bed  not  a bed?  When  it  is  a little  buggy.  Of  course 
we  do  not  sleep  in  vehicles  at  Carlisle. 

Miss  Cutter  has  left  the  summer  school  at  Cold  Spring  Harbor  and 
is  now  at  her  home  in  Amherst,  Mass. 

There  have  been  some  spirited  games  of  ball  recently  on  the 
grounds  south  of  the  school-building. 

Miss  Miles  gave  her  watch  an  accidental  bath  in  a pan  of  water 
the  other  day,  and  had  to  send  it  to  town  for  repairs. 

The  band  is  tackling  some  difficult  pieces  and  by  hard  and 
painstaking  effort  the  boys  are  getting  the  finer  and  more 
difficult  parts  down  to  perfection.  Some  may  think  this  is  "play" 
for  the  boys.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  WORK. 

Miss  McIntyre,  who  has  been  teaching  at  Warm  Springs,  Oregon,  is 
now  of  our  force  of  teachers,  having  been  transferred. 

Miss  Hill  met  Miss  Ackerman,  the  all-around-the-world  missionary, 
on  the  Sound  boat  going  to  Boston,  and  enjoyed  a social  chat. 


Tommy  Griffin  has  an  invitation  from  Mrs.  Joseph  Taylor,  West 
Chester,  where  his  sister  Ida  lives,  to  spend  a few  days,  and  left 
yesterday. 

Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Carter  arrived  from  Chautauqua  early  Sunday 
morning,  having  had  a delightful  time  for  three  weeks  among  the 
intellectualites  of  that  famous  resort. 

Edward  Peters,  class  '99,  arrived  yesterday  10:30  P.M.  from 
Langhorne,  where  he  has  been  spending  some  time.  He  made  the 
entire  distance  of  150  miles  on  his  wheel,  after  dinner. 

Mrs.  Rumsport  is  back  and  at  her  old  stand  in  the  teachers'  club 
kitchen.  Mrs.  Jordan  who  took  her  place  for  July  did  well  and  has 
the  appreciation  of  the  teachers  whom  she  served. 

A little  party  of  friends  on  invitation  of  Misses  Weekley  and 
Forster  gathered  at  Mrs.  Given's  quarters  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure  Tuesday  for  their  vacation,  and  enjoyed  ice  cream  and  a 
parting  chat. 

Koklilook  has  gone  to  Mrs.  Canfield's  at  the  shore  for  a little 
visit.  She  had  a good  time  at  the  shore  last  year  and  is  always 
benefitted.  The  little  traveller  is  one  of  the  Esquimau  girls,  and 
likes  fish. 

Miss  Nellie  Robertson,  teacher  in  No.  7,  arrived  on  Monday  with 
six  girls  and  one  boy  from  Sisseton  Agency,  South  Dakota,  to  enter 
our  school  as  pupils.  They  are  bright  intelligent  appearing  young 
people. 

Jose  Ayarro,  one  of  the  boys  from  Porto  Rico,  had  an  experience 
with  some  bees,  and  when  Mr.  Jordan  asked  him  what  was  the  matter 
he  said  - "Fly  scratch  me,"  when  the  bees  had  stung  him  several 
times  on  the  neck. 

A sociable  on  Saturday  night  cut  into  the  band  concert,  but  they 
gave  several  pieces,  and  there  were  a number  of  visitors  from  town, 
among  others.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Himes  of  Dickinson  College,  Miss  Beatty 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bratton. 

Dr.  Eastman  tried  his  first  "try"  at  bicycle  riding  one  evening 
this  week,  and  it  is  strange  what  a magnetic  influence  the  2x3 
sample  cotton  field  and  peanut  plantation  had  for  his  wheel,  but 
the  Doctor  will  accomplish  the  task,  as  he  always  does  everything 
he  undertakes. 

The  printing  office  had  a close  call  from  fire  from  the  electric 
motor,  a ground  wire  at  the  end  of  the  trolley  having  caused  the 
trouble.  Donald  McIntosh  saved  the  day  by  rushing  in  when  it 
seemed  dangerous  to  do  so  and  shutting  off  the  connection.  He  was 
given  a holiday  next  day  for  his  bravery. 

Mrs.  Dorsett,  Manager  of  Girls'  Department,  is  having  experiences 
among  the  girls  in  country  homes,  that  seem  rich,  rare  and  racy  to 
her,  it  being  her  first  visit.  She  sees  much  to  commend  and  shows 
wise  judgment  in  her  criticisms.  From  her  letters  we  judge  that 
the  girls  have  secured  a new  "mother"  who  will  look  well  after 
their  best  interests. 
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the  means  of  happiness  to  thousands  of  little  ones  the  world  over. 
The  little  story  is  known  in  foreign  lands. 

We  once  saw  a pretty  foreign  class-picture  in  which  was  a little 
girl  and  her  lamb,  its  neck  encircled  in  flowers. 

Her  father  had  been  induced  to  buy  her  pet,  from  hearing  of 
Mary' s. 


WHITE  BULL. 


The  Indian  is  very  slow  to  confess  himself  a Christian. 

He  will  come  to  church  and  attend  the  Y.M.C.A.  meetings,  but  if 
asked  why  he  does  not  join  himself  with  those  who  acknowledge 
themselves  Christians,  he  will  probably  say: 

"I  do  not  understand;  I must  teach  myself  first.  When  I 
understand,  I will  come  into  the  church." 


Then  we  often  hear. 

"I  am  afraid  to  join  the  church.  I am  afraid  that  I cannot  keep 
doing  right.  Such  a man  is  in  the  church  and  he  is  no  better  than 
I." 

White  Bull  is  a good  example  of  a heathen  Indian.  He  became  a 
Christian.  Little  by  little  he  stopped  wandering. 

He  built  a house  and  barn,  put  up  hay  for  his  horses  and  has  been 
faithful  in  attending  church  services.  He  is  a great  talker,  and 
the  Indians  sometimes  think  him  a fraud.  But  he  is  good  to  his 
wife,  does  not  quarrel  with  his  neighbors  and  is  always  ready  to 
help  them. 

A year  after  he  became  a Christian  he  wrote  in  this  way  to  a 
friend : 

"Last  May  I joined  the  church.  It  pleases  me  to  be  a Christian. 

I am  understanding  more  things  so  I have  cut  off  my  hair  and  now  I 
feel  as  if  I were  wholly  a man."  -[Word  Carrier. 


DO  WE  KNOW  HOW  TO  OPEN  THE  BLADE? 


The  great  Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said: 

"Education  is  the  knowledge  of  how  to  use  the  whole  of  one's 
self. 

Men  are  often  like  knives  with  many  blades;  they  know  how  to  open 
one  and  only  one;  all  the  rest  are  buried  in  the  handle,  and  they 
are  no  better  than  they  would  have  been  if  they  had  been  made  with 
but  one  blade. 

Many  men  use  but  one  or  two  faculties  out  of  the  score  with  which 
they  are  endowed. 

A man  is  educated  who  knows  how  to  make  a tool  of  every  faculty 
- how  to  open  it,  how  to  keep  it  sharp,  and  how  to  apply  it  to  all 
practical  purposed." 

THE  PEACE  SIDE  OF  THE  QUESTION. 


From  a very  respected  friend  in  New  Jersey  we  have  received  the 
following  words  with  his  letter  of  subscription  transmission: 

"The  planet  Mars  seems  to  be  in  the  ascendant,  and  military 
heroes  who  have  slain  their  thousands  receive  the  plaudits  of  the 
multitude. 

Great  benefactors  of  the  human  race  would  hardly  be  heard  amid 
the  shouts  and  clamor  of  war  times. 

the  defenseless  heathen  barbarians  in  the  far-off  Philippine 
Islands  must  be  Christianized  if  powder  and  ball  and  swords  and 
bayonets  of  this  Christian  nation  can  accomplish  the  great  task. 

But  it  is  always  best  to  keep  one's  OWN  household  in  order  and 
not  meddle  with  the  management  of  others. 

The  millennium  seems  far,  distant,  and  the  relics  of  the  dark 
ages  - war,  conquest,  the  gallows  and  other  great  evils  seem  still 
to  prevail." 

The  writer  in  the  same  letter  sent  a few  appropriate  verses  from 
Whittier's  "Reform,"  which  will  be  printed  in  some  future  issue  of 
the  HELPER. 

There  are  two  sides  to  every  question  and  the  war  people  may 
answer  the  above  if  the  spirit  moves  them  so  to  do. 


AT  THE  SEA  SHORE. 


Daisy  Florence  Doctor  seems  to  be  having  a good  time  at  the 
shore.  She  says  by  letter  that  she  has  a very  nice  country  home, 
and  the  ocean  is  so  close  to  their  house  that  she  sometimes  is 
almost  afraid  when  it  storms.  She  is  afraid  the  high  waves  will 
roll  in  over  the  little  sand  bank. 

Mary  Wolf  lives  near  at  hand,  and  when  their  duties  are  done  they 
often  take  strolls  upon  the  beach  and  gather  shells  as  they  walk. 
They  have  been  sea  bathing  several  times  and 


"Oh,  what  fun  we  did  have.  The  first  time  I went  in  was  the  most 
fun  for  I got  a dose  of  salt  water,  and  I do  not  ever  wish  to  have 
another  like  it.  The  wave  was  so  strong  that  it  knocked  me  over." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  4,  2,  7,  8 we  get  four  times  a day  at  the  Carlisle  School. 

My  1,  6,  10,  11  we  have  to  pay  when  we  ride  on  the  trolley  car. 
My  5,  9,  3 is  the  best  kind  of  clothing  on  cold  winter  days. 

My  whole  is  what  we  consider  a disgrace  at  the  Carlisle  School. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Kept  cool. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
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Old  and  alone  on  the  reservation 

Rural  Native  American  elders  struggle  in  land  without  young 
By  Maureen  West  and  Betty  Reid 
The  Arizona  Republic  Sept.  5,  1999 

In  the  most  isolated  corners  of  northeastern  Arizona,  what  may  be  the 
last  generation  of  traditional  Native  American  people  live  out  their  lives 
alone . 

Many  of  their  children  have  left,  lured  by  the  opportunities  and 
relative  ease  of  life  outside  the  reservation. 

But  the  old  people  stay  on,  living  in  primitive  hogans  far  from  villages 
or  neighbors.  It  is  a beautiful  but  dangerous  isolation. 

Often,  there  is  no  one  to  help  them  cut  firewood  or  haul  water;  no  one 
to  repair  their  homes  or  oversee  their  medical  care;  no  one  to  help  them 
get  up  when  they  fall. 

Solitude  is  dangerous 

Gabriel  Halona  can't  erase  the  picture  from  his  mind:  He  was  driving 
over  juniper-dotted  ridges  and  through  sheep  pastures  to  the  remote  hogan 
of  an  80-year-old  woman,  delivering  hot  meals  for  the  Navajo  Nation. 

He  arrived  at  the  woman's  hogan  and  knocked  at  the  door,  hot  lunch  in 
hand.  But  the  elderly  woman  who  usually  waited  eagerly  for  his  arrival 
didn't  answer. 

Halona  walked  behind  the  hogan  and  looked  down  the  the  hill. 

There  she  was,  curled  in  the  dirt,  shivering.  She  had  fallen  the  night 
before  as  she  walked  to  the  outhouse  and  lain  there  all  night,  her  hip 
shattered.  There  was  no  one  close  enough  to  hear  her  cries  for  help.  A 
week  later,  she  died. 

"Where  were  her  children  when  she  needed  them?"  Halona  asked  himself. 

But  he  knew  the  answer. 

They  had  taken  jobs  in  distant  cities.  Others  still  lived  on  the 
reservation  but  had  too  many  problems  and  obligations  of  their  own.  None 
was  available  to  check  regularly  on  the  woman. 

"We  have  lots  of  cases  like  this,"  said  Laverne  Wyaco,  acting  director 
of  the  Navajo  Area  Agency  on  Aging  in  Window  Rock.  "I  don't  know  how  they 
get  by.  Many  are  left  on  their  own  with  dilapidated  homes  and  no  firewood 
and  running  water." 

In  all,  about  30,000  elderly  Navajos  live  in  the  three  states  the 
reservation  covers  - Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Utah.  An  estimated  25  to  30 
percent  of  them  live  alone. 

And  the  number  is  growing. 


Nationwide,  the  number  of  Indian  seniors  increased  52  percent  from  1980 
to  1990  --  faster  than  the  comparable  White  population  because  of  gains  in 
reservation  health  care. 

The  rapid  increase  in  Native  American  elderly  is  a serious  concern  to 
Dave  Baldridge  of  the  National  Indian  Council  on  Aging  in  Albuquerque. 

"We  are  going  to  see  an  explosion  in  their  number  over  the  next  40  years, 
and  many  of  these  cultures  are  already  in  crisis,"  Baldridge  said. 

Facing  the  problem 

Navajo  leaders  are  beginning  to  confront  the  problem. 

"Do  you  know  where  your  grandparents  are?"  That's  the  question  Navajo 
Area  Agency  on  Aging  asks  in  a radio  campaign  to  begin  airing  in  October. 

The  ad  will  be  broadcast  first  on  reservations,  and  then  later,  Wyaco 
expects,  in  Phoenix,  Tucson  and  Albuquerque,  where  as  many  as  25  percent 
of  Navajos  reside. 

Billboards  may  follow. 

"We  want  to  remind  them  to  go  back  and  help  - once  a week  or  once  a 
month  - to  make  sure  their  mother  or  grandmother  has  food,  wood,  water  and 
companionship,"  Wyaco  said. 

"Younger  people  are  leaving  their  parents  on  the  reservation  for  longer 
periods  of  time,"  said  Tincer  Nez  Dr.,  28,  who  returned  home  to  Tuba  City 
after  graduating  from  Stanford  University.  He  now  heads  the  area's  Agency 
on  Aging. 

"Now  the  baby  boomers  are  getting  older;  I don't  know  if  we  are  going  to 
have  enough  government  services  for  them,"  he  said. 

Many  of  the  chores  young  people  would  normally  do  if  they  were  home  -- 
patching  roofs,  carpentry  and  general  repairs  --  are  not  being  done,  Wyaco 
said.  The  result:  a serious  deterioration  of  seniors'  housing. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  homes  of  Navajo  seniors  are  in  need  of  important 
repair,  according  to  a 1995  study.  Some  help  is  available  through  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  but  the  waiting  list  runs  eight  years. 

Tradition  fading 

Everywhere  in  America,  elderly  live  alone.  But  until  recently,  that 
wasn't  true  of  Navajos,  who  have  a strong  tradition  of  respect  for  the 
elderly  and  of  extended  families  living  together. 

But  today's  tribal  children  are  growing  up  on  the  reservation  to  the 
sounds  of  MTV  rather  than  traditional  teachings,  Baldridge  said.  "The 
media  has  shrunk  our  world,  and  not  for  the  better." 

And  when  those  children  grow  up,  more  often  than  not,  they  leave  the 
reservation  and  their  parents  behind. 

Many  try  hard  to  maintain  ties  to  family  and  home,  but  that's  difficult 
when  jobs  are  far  from  the  reservation. 

One  of  Halona's  clients,  Mary  Chavez,  tells  him  about  her  children  who 
work  in  Phoenix  and  Albuquerque  but  regularly  drive  to  bring  her  fresh 
laundry,  fresh  supplies  and  companionship. 

Some  families  encourage  their  older  family  members  to  move  to  the  cities 
with  them.  But  most  older  Navajos  and  Hopis  are  so  spiritually  rooted  to 
their  family  land  that  they  would  rather  endure  hardships  than  leave. 

Even  moving  a short  distance  from  their  old  family  homes  is  difficult. 

During  the  cold  winter  months,  Edna  Tallas,  95,  lives  with  her  daughter 
in  a modern  home  with  electricity  and  heat.  But  every  week,  she  hikes  two 
steep  miles  to  visit  the  stone  home  her  grandparents  built  in  the  Hopi 
village  of  Moencopi. 

On  the  day  Tallas  was  born,  following  timeless  tradition,  her  parents 
placed  her  umbilical  cord  in  the  ceiling  so  she  would  always  remember 
where  home  was. 

Tallas  remembers,  and  she  stays  there  when  she  can.  But  the  tumbledown 
house,  with  the  wind  whistling  through  cracks  and  holes  in  the  walls,  is 
habitable  only  in  the  mild  season. 

Family  responsibility 

Like  many  Hopis,  Tallas  and  her  family  don't  believe  in  nursing  homes. 
They  believe  that  caring  for  elders  is  the  family's  responsibility. 


Younger  family  members  take  care  of  Tallas  and  her  daughter,  who  was 
disabled  last  fall  in  a car  accident. 

But  for  the  elderly  who  do  not  have  willing  families,  there  are  few 
options.  Nursing  home  care  is  in  short  supply  on  all  Arizona  reservations. 

The  Navajos  have  a certified  nursing  home  in  Chinle,  but  for  all  21 
tribes  in  Arizona,  there  is  only  one  other  such  home,  on  the  Gila  River 
Reservation . 

Many  tribal  elderly  with  serious  illnesses  have  to  be  placed  in 
facilities  off  the  reservation,  where  staff  members  don't  speak  their 
languages  and  don't  understand  their  customs. 

The  79-bed  Chinle  nursing  home,  by  comparison,  has  a hogan  out  front  for 
ceremonies,  and  staff  members  speak  Navajo.  Many  of  the  rooms  have  rounded 
walls  like  a hogan,  and  some  of  the  residents  make  Navajo  rugs  in  their 
rooms . 

Traditional  therapies  are  blended  with  modern  medicine. 

Franklin  Goldtooth,  administrator  of  the  Chinle  nursing  home,  said  there 
is  a long  waiting  list  for  the  facility,  a list  that  will  get  even  longer 
as  the  elderly  population  on  reservations  grows. 

Construction  began  in  late  August  on  another  home  near  Tucson  on  Tohono 
O'odham  Nation  land.  And  a comprehensive  senior  living  community  is  to 
open  in  February  in  Flagstaff  on  the  grounds  of  the  Museum  of  Northern 
Arizona . 

At-home  help  available 

Other  efforts  are  aimed  at  helping  the  elderly  in  their  homes. 

For  example,  the  Flopi  Tribe  sends  a van  around  once  a month  to  remote 
areas  to  pick  up  elderly  residents  and  take  them  shopping  and  socializing, 
said  Eva  Leslie,  director  of  elderly  services  for  the  tribe. 

Seniors  ride  two  hours  each  way  to  have  lunch  in  the  village  of  Moencopi 
near  the  Navajo  town  of  Tuba  City. 

On  the  last  day  before  they  are  again  isolated  in  their  mesas,  the  van 
stops  at  Bashas'  in  Tuba  City  to  stock  up.  Because  of  limited  space,  each 
senior  can  take  only  two  bags  of  groceries.  In  many  cases,  that  must  last 
them  until  the  van  comes  around  again. 

Even  these  services  are  limited  to  those  who  can  walk  to  the  van  stop. 
Leslie  worries  about  the  Flopi  elders  who  can't  get  out  at  all  and  who 
don't  have  regular  visitors. 

"We  barely  reach  300  of  our  elderly,"  Leslie  said.  "We  aren't  reaching 
at  least  1,200  others  who  need  personal  care  or  whose  family  members,  who 
take  care  of  them  24  hours,  need  a respite." 

Starting  this  summer,  the  Flopi  Tribe,  with  assistance  from  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons  and  the  Inter  Tribal  Council  of  Arizona, 
began  a yearlong  program  using  door-to-door  volunteer  interviewers. 

The  volunteers  are  looking  for  two  categories  of  people  in  need:  elders 
and  disabled  individuals  who  are  not  receiving  benefits  they  are  entitled 
to,  and  elders  at  high  risk  of  neglect  or  abuse.  Only  about  50  percent  are 
receiving  benefits  for  which  they  are  eligible,  Leslie  said. 

These  kinds  of  care  services  for  the  elderly  are  making  a difference, 
but  they  aren't  keeping  up  with  needs,  said  Flolly  Staley,  head  of  aging 
services  for  the  Inter  Tribal  Council  of  Arizona,  which  serves  19  of  the 
21  tribes. 

Some  tribal  governments  have  been  slow  to  move,  fearing  that  making 
services  too  readily  available  will  encourage  young  people  to  neglect  the 
family. 

"Whenever  a request  comes  for  services,  we  emphasize  that  caring  for  the 
elderly  person  is  really  the  family's  responsibility,"  Leslie  said. 

YOU  CAN  HELP 
Donations 

Those  who  want  to  donate  money,  food  or  time,  should  contact  LaVerne 
Wyaco  at  the  Navajo  Nation,  1- (520) -871-6868,  or  Eva  Leslie  at  the  Hopi 
Tribe,  l-(520)-734-3551. 

The  National  Society  for  American  Indian  Elders  is  establishing  a Web 
site  to  solicit  donations  for  American  Indian  senior  programs  across  the 
country.  It  will  be  launched  in  October  at  www.nsaie.org.  For  more 


information,  call  (602)  307-1865. 


Betty  Reid,  a reporter  for  'The  Arizona  Republic, ' was  born  in  Tuba  City 
in  1958  and  grew  up  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  a traditional  family  of 
sheepherders . Where  Tradition  Meets  Today  is  an  occasional  series  of  essays 
about  how  the  echoes  of  her  native  culture  often  clash  with  modern  America. 
Maureen  West  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-8167,  or  at 
maureen . west@pni . com . 

Betty  Reid  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-8885  or  at 
betty . reid@pni . com . 

"RE:  Daughter  Elects  to  Bring  Mother  to  Live  in  City"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Sep  1999  03:01:59  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Subject:  Where  Tradition  Meets  Today:  Altering  some  Navajo  traditions: 
Daughter  elects  to  bring  mother  to  live  in  city  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sept.  5,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/news/reid/navside2. shtml 

Altering  some  Navajo  traditions 

Daughter  elects  to  bring  mother  to  live  in  city 

By  Betty  Reid 

The  Arizona  Republic  Sept.  5,  1999 

Every  night  at  dinner,  Elaine  Little  can  expect  fresh  fry  bread  -- 
altered  slightly  to  balance  her  mother's  blood  sugar. 

The  Navajo  woman  lives  with  a master  fry-bread  maker,  Mary  Benally,  who 
happens  to  be  her  mother. 

For  decades,  the  elderly  woman  has  shaped,  stretched  and  clapped  dough, 
a simple  blend  of  flour,  salt  and  baking  powder,  into  the  round,  golden, 
delicious  delicacy  known  as  fry  bread. 

Benally  spent  most  of  her  74  years  cooking,  crafting  fine  silver  jewelry 
and  raising  a family  in  a tiny  hogan  south  of  Gallup,  N.M. 

Now  she  carries  on  her  traditions  in  a luxurious  home  in  Paradise  Valley. 
When  Little  first  asked  her  mother  to  move  to  the  Valley  three  years  ago, 
Benally  was  hesitant  and  scared.  She  had  never  lived  far  from  Gallup  or 
the  Navajo  Reservation  where  she  was  born. 

But  her  eldest  daughter,  who  had  been  caring  for  her,  had  died.  And 
Benally,  who  suffers  from  diabetes,  realized  that  she  couldn't  live  alone. 

It  helped  that  she  and  Little,  her  youngest  daughter,  had  always  been 
close,  in  the  tradition  of  the  Navajo  people. 

In  a Navajo  household,  daughters  or  granddaughters  traditionally  cared 
for  elderly  parents.  Sons  marry  into  another  family  and  moved  away  from 
their  mother's  household. 

The  two  women  are  using  the  time  together  to  bond  and  share  cultural  and 
family  traditions,  not  to  mention  cooking  advice. 

Little  is  a registered  dietitian  at  the  Valley's  Phoenix  Indian  Medical 
Center,  and  she  is  curious  about  foods  that  people  cooked  before  grocery 
stores  came  along. 

In  turn,  she  is  teaching  her  mother  to  eat  more  healthfully.  Benally  now 
makes  oil-free  fry  bread  and  is  experimenting  with  a modern  vegetarian 
lasagna  dish. 

Little  said  she  moved  her  mother  to  the  Valley  gradually,  bringing  her 
here  for  a few  weeks,  then  a few  months  at  a time  to  get  her  acclimated. 
There  was,  she  said,  never  really  any  other  option. 

"I  never  thought  about  putting  her  in  a nursing  home,"  Little  said. 
"There's  nobody  who  will  take  care  of  her  like  she  took  care  of  me  when  I 
was  little." 

Betty  Reid  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at  betty.reid@pni.com 
or  by  phone  at  (602)  444-8885. 

"RE : Poem:  The  Grandfathers  Weep"  


Date:  Mon,  30  Aug  1999  10:43:20  -0500 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 
Sub j : The  Grandfathers  Weep 

Hau  Gary, 

Thought  you  might  like  the  newest 

The  Grandfathers  Weep 

When  I open  my  eyes 
and  listen  with  my  Heart 
I see  not  but  the  People 
tear  themselves  apart 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

For  every  road  taken 
every  gesture  and  word 
we  fight  with  ourselves 
and  within  our  own  Hearts 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

Some  many  things 
seem  to  get  in  our  way 
we  forget  the  importance 
we  forget  how  to  pray 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

Who  is  and  who  isn't 
what  color  what  race 
what  is  and  what  isn't 
seen  in  each  face 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

Sacred  ego  is  what 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  said 
would  grow  and  would  fester 
and  go  to  our  heads 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

Who's  right  and  who's  wrong 
who  is  weak  who  is  strong 
who's  skin  and  who's  blood 
the  questions  are  wrong 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

So  much  time  so  much  waste 
many  words  said  in  haste 
each  Brother  each  Sister 
in  some  kind  of  race 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

Where  is  the  Red  Road 

and  the  People  who  walked  it 

where  are  the  Hearts 

and  the  People  who  taught  it 

and  the  Grandfathers  weep 

If  the  Hoop  will  be  mended 
and  foolish  wars  ended 
we  must  all  look  within 
or  the  dream  will  have  ended 
and  the  Grandfathers  weep 


To  all  come  together 
and  work  for  the  People 


we  must  all  let  go 

of  the  singular  fight 

give  our  Hearts  and  our  words 

to  the  paths  that  are  right 

no  words  of  hatred 

no  envy  no  spite 

no  ego  no  might 

Remember  the  words  of  the  People 
who  came 

before  you  and  me 

and  before  all  the  shame 

Together's  a word 
we  should  all  understand 
if  we  are  to  mend  Hoops 
across  this  land 

You  can't  give  away 
what  you  don't  have  to  give 
and  you  can't  stand  strong 
if  you  cannot  forgive 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Sep  99  04:46:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  12-18 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

12 

Solitude  feeds  the  spirit. 

13 

Look  to  the  lessons  of  the  past  to  solve  the  challenges  of  the  present. 

14 

It  is  in  the  secluded  valleys  that  the  rarest  of  treasures  are  found. 

15 

See  the  dance  of  the  rain  upon  the  leaves;  hear  the  laughter 
of  the  waves  upon  the  shore. 

16 

Be  like  the  mountain  stream  --  if  something  blocks  your  path, 
flow  around  it. 

17 

In  this  world,  there  is  time  enough  for  all  things. 

18 

The  road  I walk  is  always  unfolding  before  me;  what  lies 
around  the  next  bend  is  a new  adventure. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  30  August  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


September  9-12 


30th  United  Tribes  International  (contest) 

UTTC  Campus 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota 
(701)  255-3285  ext.  293 

September  10  - 12 

American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis 
Jefferson  Barracks  Park  (Grants  Shelter) 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
(314)  773-3316 

Sept  10  - 12 

Indian  Summer  Festival  (contest) 

Maier  Festival  Park 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

(414)774-7119  Or  visit  on  the  WEB:  Indian  Summer  '99 

September  10  - 12 
10th  Sycuan  Pow-wow  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
El  Cajon,  California 
(619)  445-0707 

September  10  - 12 
79th  Southern  Ute  (contest) 

Sky  Ute  Downs  Arena 
Ignacio,  Colorado 
(970)  563-4156 

September  10  -12 

37th  National  Championship  (contest) 

Traders  Village 
Grand  Prarie,  Texas 
(972)  647-2331 

September  10  - 12 

Batchewana  First  Nation  11th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
236  Frontenac  St.  Rankin  Reserve  Ontario 
Host  Drum:  Kingbird  Singers 
(705)  759-0914  Email :tsayers@batchewana . ca 

September  11  - 12 
12th  Trail  of  Tears  (contest) 

Trail  of  Tears  Park 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky 
(502)  886-8033 

September  11  - 12 

3rd  Annual  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow 
10:00  am  - 6:00  pm 

Honoring  Those  Who  Walk  With  The  Creator 
40  American  Indian  Traders 
Food  Venders/Story  Telling/Dancers/Singers/Drummers 
Host  Drum:  Strongheart  Singers 
Black  Rock  State  Park 
Route  6,  Watertown,  Connecticut 
5 miles  north  of  Waterbury  just  off  Route  8,  Exit  38 
Admission : 

$6  adults-$4  seniors-$3  children  6-12  years  old-Under  6 free 
For  more  information  call:  203-562-7042 

Organized  by:  Black  Rock  Native  American  Community  Powwow  Committee 
Sponsored  by:  American  Indians  for  Development 
The  Black  Rock  Powwow  Webpage 


September  17  - 19 


Autumn  Gathering  (traditional) 

Veterans  Park 
Genoa  City,  Wisconsin 
(414)  473-7748  or  (414)  248-2784(daytime) 

September  17  - 19 
The  Great  Mohican  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Londonville,  Ohio 
(419)994-4987  or  (419)  994-4008 

September  18  - 19 
5th  Harvest  (traditional) 

Immanuel  Lutheran  Church 
Mokena,  Illinois 
(630)  961-9323 

September  23  - 26 

27th  National  Indian  Days  (contest) 

White  Swan  Pavilion 
White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121  ext.  408 

September  24  - 26 
Kituwah  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
(704)  252-3880 

Sept  24  - 26 

Council  Tree  Pow  wow  & Cultural  Festival 
Delta,  Colorado 

(800)  874-1741  or  (970)  874-1718  or  (970)  874-7566 
Email:  deltaco@ocinet.net 

September  24  - 26 
9th  Casino  Morongo  (contest) 

Casino  Grounds 
Cabazon,  California 
(909)  849-3080  ext.  274 

September  24  - 25 
Indian  Trail  (contest) 

Metrolina 

Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(704)  331-4818 

September  25  - 26 

4th  lean  Dacques  Blanchard  (contest) 

Millstream  Fair  Grounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
(419)  894-6927 

September  25  - 26 

Manville  Settler's  Day  (traditional) 

Manville  Sportmen's  Club 
Manville  (Lincoln),  Rhode  Island 
(508)  528-7629 

September  25  - 26 
24th  Honor  the  Eagle 
DeSoto  Caverns  Park 
Childersburg,  Alabama 
(205)  378-7252 


September  25  - 26 

16th  Annual  Powwow  at  the  Indian  Trail  Elementary  School, 
200  Education  Rd,  Indian  Train,  North  Carolina 
No  Adm.  Fee  to  the  public.  Head  Staff  TBA. 

(704)  331-4818  FAX  (704)  331-9501 

October  8-10 

Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 


Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  21:15:13  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Warren  <bwarren@jps . net> 

Sub j : Native  Event 

Cherokees  of  Northern  California 
Fifth  Annual  Gathering  and  Potluck 
Saturday,  September  25 
10am  - Dark 

Hagan  Community  Park 
Rancho  Cordova 

Chase  Drive  and  Coloma  Road  (Behind  Cordova  High  School) 
Lot  A1  - $2.00  Parking  Fee 

GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith 
Deptuy  Chief  Hastings  Shade 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Healing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/HGW 


Date:  Thu,  12  Aug  1999  12:26:53  GMT 
From:  "frosty"  <frosty@frostys.qc.ca> 

Sub j : Montreal  POWWOW 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal  is  preparing 
for  its  18th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  event 
will  take  place  on  September  11th  & 12th,  1999  on  the 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal. 

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME! 

The  NFCM  Pow  Wow  is  a celebration  of  native 
contemporary  culture,  where  dancers,  drummers,  craft  & 
food  vendors  come  together  and  share  traditions. 
Additionally,  there  will  be  Inuit  teachings  such  as 
story  telling  and  throat  singing  as  well  as  workshops 


for  children. 

The  Pow  Wow  is  one 

way  we  like  to  accomplish  this.  We  are  expecting 
between  5000  -10  000  spectators. 

Admission  is  $8.00  for  adults,  $6.00  for  students  and 
elders,  children  12  and  under  are  admitted  for  free. 
Saturday,  September  11th: 

Sunday,  September  12th: 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  suggestions 
please  contact: 

Tanja  (tanja@nfcm.org)  or 
lacinda  (powwow@nfcm.org) 

You  can  also  phone  us  the  Centre  at  (514)  499-1854 


Date:  Mon,  12  lul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINI\l-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  lames  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 


Received  in  today  from  the: 


Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10037 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10037 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-September  8 - 10,  1999- 
13th  Annual  Black  Hills  Expo 
Rapid  City,  SD  (605)  353-5718 

-September  8 - 11,  1999- 
Miss  Indian  Nations  Pageant 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

-September  9 - 12,  1999- 
United  Tribes  29th  Annual  Powwow 
Bismarck,  ND  (701)  255-3285 

Six  Nations  132nd  Annual 
Fall  Fair  & Powwow 
Ohsweken,  ON  (519)  758-5444 

-September  10  - 12,  1999- 
79th  Annual  Southern  Ute  Powwow 
Ignacio,  CO  (970)  563-4156 

Indian  Summer  Festival 
Mikwaukee,  WI  (414)  774-7119 

-September  11  & 12,  1999- 
Nanticoke  Indian  Powwow 
Grand  Rapids,  MI  (616)  364-4697 

Georgina  Island  Traditional  Powwow 
Georgina  Island,  ON  (807)  885-3401 

18th  Annual  Traditional  "Dancing  Towards  the  Future"  Powwow 
Bonsecours  Island  in  the  Old  Port  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada. 
Geronimo  Inutiq  and  lacinda  Kent  : (514)  499-1854 

-September  13  - 19,  1999- 
Treaty  Four  Gathering 
Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 
Heather:  (306)  332-8236 


-September  16  - 19,  1999- 
Schemitzun  99  Intertribal  Powwow 

Mashantucket  Pequot  Reservation,  CT  1-800-224-2676 

-September  18  & 19,  1999- 
Curve  Lake  Annual  Powwow 
Peterborough,  ON  (705)  657-8045 

Treaty  Four  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 

Dudy  Pinay:  (306)  332-1874 

-September  23  - 25,  1999- 
Peepeekisis  First  Nations  2nd  Annual  Arts  Festival 
Regina,  SK  (306)  585-8450 

Council  Tree  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Delta,  CO  (800)  874-1741 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PFI: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  10,  11  and  12:  Winslow  Daycees  West's  Best  Pow 
wow,  Winslow  Rodeo  Grounds,  Highway  87  & Airport 
Road;  Winslow,  AZ;  (520)  606-1571 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:16:25  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 


Sub j : Fall  Events  -South 


Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 


INTERSTATE  EVENTS 

Sep.  17-18:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride,  begins  in 
Chattanooga,  TN,  and  ends  in  Waterloo,  AL.  Ride  Schedule:  Meet  at  Ross' 
Landing,  Chattanooga,  leave  at  8:00am  EST  on  Sept.  18;  1st  Stop  - Stevenson, 
AL  [app.  55  miles]  - leave  about  9:00  am  CST;  Stop  #2  - Madison,  AL  [70 
miles]  - halfway  point  & lunch  stop  at  Spencer  Square  & Publix  Shopping 
center  on  Hwy.  20.  Time  to  gas  up  & munch  down.  Trail  of  Tears  Shirts,  Food 
Vendors  nearby.  AL  Flarley-Davidson  just  3 miles  west.  Depart  12:00  noon, CST; 
Stop  #3  - McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL  [app.  85  miles]  - leave  3:00pm  CST; 

End  of  Ride  at  Waterloo,  AL  [20  miles],  at  3:30pm  CST.  Total  distance  (one 
way)  230  miles.  Stay  in  the  right  lane.  Left  lane  is  for  cars,  roadguards  & 
police  escorts.  Ride  staggered  & keep  up  with  the  pack.  Official  Road  Guards 
will  wear  orange  vests  - watch  for  & obey  their  signals.  This  ride  is  police 
escorted  all  the  way. Related  events:  Marietta,  GA  - Earl  Small 
Harley-Davidson  will  sponsor  the  Charlie  Maxwell  Memorial  Ride,  leaving  the 
dealership  at  noon  on  Sep  17  to  ride  to  Steel  Harley-Davidson  in  Chattanooga 
& the  TOT  departure  point.  Info:  (770)  919-0000;  Chattanooga,  TN  - Steel 
H-D's  All-Day  Kickoff  Party,  Sep.  17,  10am  - until  ...  Everyone  welcome!2136 
Chapman  Road,  (423)  892-4888;  Sheffield,  AL  - Foster  Harley-Davidson  will 
host  an  Open  House  on  Sep.  17,  and  an  End  of  the  Ride  Party  on  Sep.  18.  Food, 
beverages  & music  all  day.  Everyone  welcome!  Info:  (256)  383-5814; 

Birmingham,  AL  - Group  Ride  to  join  the  main  TOT  caravan,  leaving  6:40am 
from  McDonald's  on  Roebuck  Parkway.  Info:  Perry  White,  Road  Captain,  (205) 
672-0371.  Further  info:  Tennessee  Ride  Leader  & Originator,  Bill  Cason  (423) 
658-5937;  Alabama  Road  Captain,  Terry  Sweet,  (256)  880-5842;  Alabama 
Sponsor/Coordinator,  Terry  Davis  (256)  259-2509;  Georgia  Road  Captain,  Ken 
Markham  (770)  321-1727.  Website:  www.alabamawaterfowl.org,  or, 
www.inexsys.net  Vendors  interested  in  setting  up  in  Waterloo  should  contact: 
Mayor  Sharon  Baron  (256)  764-3237  or  Tanice  Wallace  (256)  764-2709.  There 
will  be  motorcycle-only  parking  on  Main  st.  in  Waterloo,  free  camping  at 
Brush  Creek  & Waterloo  Campgrounds,  a two-day  pow  wow,  and  concert. 


ALABAMA 

Sep.  17-19:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  & Green  Corn  Festival,  Gadsden.  This  event  has 
been  CANCELLED  for  1999. 

Sep.  17-19:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns, 
near  Valley  Head.  Presented  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama.  HM: 
Tony  Walkingstick;  HL:  Lisa  Moonfire  Kirchner;HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest  Drum: 
Bull  Run  Singers;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  ST:  Moon  Shadow;  Native  Archery 
Demonstrations:  Timmy  Taylor;  FP:  Tommy  Wildcat  & Larry  Campbell;  Special 
Guests:  Dr.  Tony  McClure,  author  of  Cherokee  Proud,  & Wolf,  Native  American 
recording  artist.  Schedule: Friday  (school  day),  8am-5pm;  Saturday,  10am-9pm; 
Sunday,  10am-5pm.  Admission:  Adults  - $5,  children  6-12  - $2,  under  6, 
handicapped  & seniors  - free.  Camping  Reservations:  Sally  Eastman  (256) 
635-0024.  Host  Motel:  Quality  Inn  - Fort  Payne  (256)  845-4013.  More  info: 
Pretty  Moon  (256)  593-8102  or  Blue  Thunder  (205)  841-5693. 

Sep.  18-19:  Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Waterloo.  HM:  Bill 
Flood,  HL:  Alaura  Pyle;  HD's:  Buffalo  Heart  & White  Horse.  MC:  Gary  Smith; 
Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Event 
Coordinator:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0371;  Vendor  contact:  Sharon  Baron  (256) 
764-3237.  Other  info:  Milton  Meade  (256)  245-0371. 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival, Desoto  Caverns  Park, Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:  Toe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto 
Caverns  Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  16-17:  The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  Union  Park 
downtown  Ft.  Payne.  THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS  HD:  Southwind, 

MC:  Gary  Smith;  Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard. 
Event  Coordinator:  Terry  Lang.  Info:  Terry  Lang,  (256)  492-5217 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Sep.  18:  Marion  County  Cultural  Festival,  Ocala.  This  event  features 
Performing  & Visual  Arts,  Educational  Programs,  Food,  and  participation  by 
the  White  Buffalo  Society's  Native  American  Education  Program,  with  Tipi, 
Drum,  Vendors,  etc.  Sponsored  by  the  Ocala  laycees.  Info:  TheWBSInc@aol.com 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  18-19:  Ocmulgee  Indian  Celebration,  Ocmulgee  National  Monument,  Macon 
Flours:  10am-6pm.  Free  Admission.  No  camping  on-site.  This  ancient  site  is 
still  considered  sacred  by  the  Muscogee  Creeks.  Address:  1207  Emory  Flighway, 
Macon,  GA  31201.  Info:  (912)  752-8257. 

Sep.  25-26:  Pow  Wow  at  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  katinsal@aol.com 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


KENTUCKY 

Sep.  11-12:  Trail  of  Tears  Pow  Wow,  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park, 
Hopkinsville.  Over  $13,000  in  competition  money,plus  Men's  & Women's  Special 
Fancy  Dance  Competition  on  Saturday  night.  HM:  Michael  Roberts  (Ada,  OK);  HL 
Dawn  Russell  (Cherokee,  NC);  AD/Head  Judge:  Daniel  Tramper;MC:  Richard  Bird; 
ST:  Fred  Bradley;  HND:  Longhair  (Cherokee,  NC);  HSD:  Goodheart  (Stone 
Mountain,  GA);  FP: Larry  Campbell.  Special  performances  by  the  Tlacopan  Aztec 
Dancers.  GO:  10am  daily;  GE:  1pm  & 6pm,  Saturday;  1pm,  Sunday.  Located  at 
Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Park,  Highway  41  (Pembroke  Road),  Hopkinsville, 
KY  42240.  Info:  PO  Box  4027,  Hopkinsville,  KY,  42241-4027,  or  (270) 
886-8033/fax:  886-0034,  www.trailoftears.org,  info@trailoftears .org. 


LOUISIANA 

Sep.  10-12:  Global  Wildlife  Center  Pow  Wow,  Highway  40-West,  Folsom.  Info: 
(504)  796-3585. 


MARYLAND 

Sep.  19-20:  Nause  Wai  wash  Band  of  Indians  Native  American  Festival, 
Sailwinds  Park,  Cambridge.  Info:  (410)  376-3889. 

Sep.  18-19:  AISSI  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Waldorf.  Info:  (301)  588-0617. 


MISSISSIPPI 
No  current  listings. 


MISSOURI 

Sep.  11-12:  American  Indian  Center  of  Mid-America  Pow  Wow,  Jefferson 
Barracks  National  Park,  St.  Loius.  Info:  (314)  773-3316. 

Sep.  17-19:  St.  Francis  River  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Industrial  Park,  Farmington. 
Info:  (573)  756-3658  or  756-8261  after  7pm. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  10-12:  Cherokee  Survivors  Motorcycle  Rally,  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771,  ext.  2822, 
or  cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc.com. 

Sep.  10-12:  Coharie  Pow  Wow,  7531  Hwy.  421  North,  Clinton.  Info:  (910) 
564-6909,  or  Route  3,  Box  304-E,  Clinton,  NC  28328  (910)  592-5488. 

Sep.  17-19:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival  & 
Pow  Wow,  Jaycee  Park,  Greensboro.  Info:  (919)  273-8686. 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community 
College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail. 
Info:  (704)  331-4818. 


Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sep.  10-12:  Seminole  Nation  Days  Pow  Wow,  Mekusukey  Mission,  Wewoka.  Info: 
(405)  257-6287  or  257-6691. 

Sep.  18-19:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Bartlesville.  Info:  (918)  336-2781. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  11-12:  Cherokee  Arts  & Crafts  Festival,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Sequoyah 
Birthplace  Museum,  Citco  Road,  Vonore.  Includes  Indian  dances,  music,  food, 
plus  native  American  & Appalachian  hand-made  crafts  & products.  Info: 
Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum,  PO  Box  69,  Vonore,  TN  37885  (423)  884-6246.  Open 
year  round,  9am-5pm  Mon. -Sat, & noon  - 5pm  on  Sundays  [closed  on  Thanksgiving 
& Christmas].  Operated  by  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians. 

Sep.  24-26:  Middle  Tennessee  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Dames  E.  Ward  Agricultural 
Center  on  the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615) 
444-4899  or  Cindy  Yahola  443-1537. 


TEXAS 

Sep.  8-9:  Grand  Prairie  Championship  Pow  Wow,  Trader's  Village,  2606 
Mayfield  Road,  Grand  Prairie.  Info:  (214)  647-2331. 


VIRGINIA 

Sep.  11:  Indian  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Martinsville.  Info:  (703) 
666-8600. 

Sep.  24-26:  Spirit  of  the  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Crozet.  Info:  (804)  946-0421. 
Sep.  25-26:  Chickahominy  Native  American  Festival,  Providence  Forge.  Info: 
(804)  829-2186  or  829-6333. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Sep.  25-26:  AAIWV  & ANI  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  at  Camp  Washington  Carver, 
Fayette.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony 
Dennings;  Drums:  Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor  info:  Wayne 
Appleton  (304)  342-0884;  general  info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647. 


Date:  Sun,  29  Aug  1999  13:50:00  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub  j : northeast/midwest  fall  events  update 

Northern  & Midwestern  Pow  Wows  & Related  Events 

Sep.  10-12:  Circle  of  the  People  Pow  Wow,  on  the  4-H  Grounds, 

Evansville,  IN.  Info:  (812)  473-2714. 

Sep.  10-12:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Maier  Festival  Park  Complex,  Milwaukee, 
WI.  Info:  (414)  774-7119,  or  www.indiansummer.org. 

Sep.  11-12:  Haskell  Indian  Market,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Lawrence 
Indian  Arts  Show,  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS.  Info: 
Maria  Martin  (785)  864-4245. 

Sep.  11-12:  Nanticoke  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millsboro,  DE.  Info:  (302)  945-3400 
or  945-7022. 

Sep.  11-12:  Chawbunagungamang  Council  Nipmuck  Pow  Wow,  Greenbriar  Park, 
Route  12,  Oxford.  MA.  Info:  (508)  865-9828. 

Sep  11-Oct.  24:  Lawrence  Indian  Arts  Show,  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University,  Lawrence,  KS.  Info:  Maria  Martin  (918)  864-4245. 

Sep.  11-12:  Native  American  Appreciation  Days  Cultural  Exchange  & Pow  Wow, 
Topsham  Fairgrounds,  Topsham,  ME.  Info:  (207)  339-9520. 

Sep.  11-12:  Lenape  Honoring  Festival,  Myrick  Conservation  Center,  West 
Chester,  PA.  Info:  (610)  793-1861. 

Sep.  11-12:  Black  Rock  Pow  Wow,  Black  Rock  State  Park,  Watertown,  CT.  Info: 
(203)  562-7042. 


Sep.  16-19:  Schemitzun  '99  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Reservation,  west  of  Mystic,  CT.  This  is  the  Pequot' s Green  Corn  Festival, 
and  is  a highly  recommended  event.  Info:  (800)  224-CORN. 

Sep.  17-19:  Great  Mohican  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Mohican  Reservation  Festival 
Grounds,  Loudonville,  OH . Info:  (800)766-2267  or  Allen  Combs  (419)994-4987 

Sep.  18-19:  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival,  George  Rogers  Clark  Park,  Springfield, 

OH.  Info:  (937)  663-4345. 

Sep.  19-20:  Old  Stone  House  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival, 
Slippery  Rock,  PAj  at  intersection  of  Route  8,  Route  173  & Route  528,  12 
miles  north  of  Butler,  PA.  Info:  (724)  738-2408. 

Sep.  24-26:  Red  Eagle  Alliance  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  vernon,  IL.  Info: 
Terry  Sowder  (618)  756-2534. 

Sep.  24-26:  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millstream  Fairgrounds,  Findlay,  OH. 
Info:  Don  VanRenterghem  (419)  894-6927. 

Sep.  24-26:  Land  of  Lakes  Gathering  of  People  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Kosciusko 
County  Fairgrounds,  Warsaw,  IN.  Info:  kosciusko  Co.  Fairgrounds,  PO  Box  1093, 
Warsaw,  IN  46580  (212)  269-1823. 

Sep.  25-26:  University  of  Massachusets  Pow  Wow,  UMASS  Campus  Pond  Lawn, 
Amherst,  MA.  Info:  Dr.  Josephine  White  Eagle  Cultural  Center  (413)  545-1888, 
545-3965,  or  dvincent@acad.umass.edu. 

Sep.  25-26:  Wolf  Soldiers  Three  Crows  Memorial  Pow  Wow,  Roy  Wilkins  Park, 
Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Winter  flower  (718)  978-7057  or  Little  fawn  (516) 
226-5306. 

Sep.  25-26:  Native  American  Art  Festival,  Ballard  Park,  Ridgefield,  CT. 

Info:  (315)  363-7022  (evenings). 

Sep.  26-27:  Council  of  the  Three  Rivers  American  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow, 

200  Charles  St.,  Dorseyville,  PA.  Info:  (412)  782-4457. 

Sep.  28:  Groundbreaking  Ceremony  for  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  on  the  National  Mall,  Washington,  DC.  Info:  NMAI  (212)  514-3820. 


Please  note:  several  of  the  events  listed  for  Sep.  4-5  came  from  sources 
that  merely  listed  the  date  as  Labor  Day  weekend.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  that  there  may  be  variances  on  these  events.  Please  call  to  verify 
actual  dates  before  making  plans  to  attend.  If  you  have  any  updates  on  these 
events,  you  may  send  an  e-mail  to  wanige@aol.com,  and  I will  try  to  make 
appropriate  adjustments. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  08:15:58  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  08/28/99  02:12PM  >>> 

Listen  to  Native  America  Calling  LIVE  in  RealAudio  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET  at 

airos.org/aduio.html 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

This  week  warrior  radio,  current  events,  on-air  medical  house  calls,  open 

phone  lines  with  Kevin  Gover,  and  more.... 

MON  - 9/6:  Problems  in  the  Workplace: 

In  a perfect  world  we  would  all  come  to  work  with  big  smiles  on  our  faces. 


We  would  be  happy  people  focused  on  the  task  at  hand.  Yet  we  all  know  that 
the  demands  of  the  workplace  combined  with  the  demands  of  our  personal  and 
social  lives  keep  us  from  reaching  this  harmonious  plateau  on  a regular 
basis.  What  happens  when  things  go  haywire  at  work?  How  should  we  respond  to 
problems  in  the  workplace?  Our  guest  will  be  lack  Deal  of  Deal  Consulting 
Group,  which  specializes  in  redesigning  businesses. 

TUE  - 9/7:  Warrior  Radio: 

Commonly  known  as  pirate  radio,  micro  powered  radio  stations  are  popping  up 
everywhere,  including  Native  America.  Micro  powered  radio  stations  have 
become  so  much  a part  of  the  broadcasting  landscape  that  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  is  considering  issuing  "pirate  radio  licenses", 
which  would  allow  individuals  to  start  up  these  small  community-based  radio 
stations.  But  what  about  Native  America?  Some  tribal  communities  are  ready 
to  start  up  their  own  "warrior  radio"  stations,  claiming  that  sovereign 
rights  give  them  the  power  to  produce  this  signal  on  Native  lands.  Does 
Native  America  have  the  legal  right  to  start  their  own  micro-powered  radio 
stations  without  FCC  oversight?  Guests  include  Luke  Heiken  Broadcast 
Attorney  and  Govinda  Dalton  micro  transmitter  engineer. 

WED  - 9/8:  Current  Events: 

Once  again,  we  will  provide  you  with  updates  and  information  about  what  is 
happening  in  and  around  Indian  Country.  There  is  controversy  brewing  over 
the  California  Supreme  Court's  decision  to  overturn  Proposition  5.  Notah 
Begay  of  the  Navajo  Nation  recently  won  a tournament  on  the  Professional 
Golf  Association  (PGA)  circuit.  The  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  is  coming 
to  Albuquerque  next  month  and  it's  Caribou  hunting  season  in  Alaska.  Tune  in 
and  find  out  about  the  exciting  news  and  current  events  in  Native  America. 
THU  - 9/9:  BIA  Update  with  Kevin  Gover:  (tentative) 

The  head  of  arguably  the  most  important  office  in  Indian  Country  joins  us 
once  again  on  our  national  airwaves  to  take  on  the  issues.  Now  that  his 
honeymoon  with  tribes  is  definitely  over,  how  are  they  reacting  to  his 
particular  style  of  leadership?  Will  the  Saginaw  Chippewa  situation  be  the 
Assistant  Secretary's  Waterloo?  Do  you  have  a specific  question  about  the 
Bureau,  its  policies,  and/or  its  direction?  loin  us  as  we  talk  with  BIA 
Chief  Kevin  Gover  of  the  Pawnee  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

FRI  - 9/10:  Dial-a-Doc : 

Our  two  doctors  in  radio-residency  return  to  answer  listeners'  health  and 
prescription  questions.  Doctors  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander  will  also 
discuss  with  host  Sharon  McConnell  of  the  latest  medical  developments 
featured  in  the  national  media.  So  prepare  your  health  questions  for 
another  "radio  house  call"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America 
Calling. 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  loseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 
Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Listen  to  great  Native  American  programming  thru  the  Internet 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Christine  A.  Penney, 

loseph  C Winter,  Alice  H,  A1  Swilling,  Janet  Smith,  Larry  Innes, 

Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Ellis  Smith, 
Save  Ward  Valley,  Mike  Wicks,  Frank  LaFountaine,  St'eque  Kwasun, 


Barbara  Landis,  Chris  Milde,  Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Debra  Sanders 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Sep  15  13:31:33  1999 
Date:  Tue,  14  Sep  1999  18:24:20  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.038 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  BMFINANCE,  Triballaw, 
A-Infos  & Minn-Ind  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, own. natives, 
soc. culture. native,  soc . religion . native-american;  UUCP  email; 

<http : //www . execpc . com/~f orpolcy> 
http : //www. azcentral . com/news /re id/ index. shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  have  seen  that  in  any  great  undertaking  it  is  not  enough  for  a man  to 
depend  simply  upon  himself." 

Isna-la-wica  (Lone  Man),  Teton  Sioux 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Dourney  [ 

| The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

After  last  week's  Wotanging  Ikche,  a reader  wrote  to  question  the  story  I 
retold  in  my  editorial  about  the  consequences  of  disinterring  and  studying 
the  remains  of  Native  American  ancestors.  Fie  pointed  out  that  if  scientists 
had  indeed  contracted  smallpox  via  ancient  bone  contact,  the  story  would 
have  been  widespread,  yet  he'd  not  heard  this  story  before.  I had  not 
researched  the  story  before  printing  it.  I heard  it  from  a respected  elder 
who  was  personally  involved  in  the  events  being  reported  and  it  is  not  my 
way  to  challenge  or  check  behind  elders.  The  whole  point  of  having  elders 
is  to  learn  from  them.  It's  not  my  place  to  challenge  their  knowledge 
(though  I acknowledge  they  are  not  always  perfect  or  all-knowing).  There 
clearly  is  at  least  one  reader,  and  maybe  more  who  believe  I should  do  so, 
and  perhaps  the  outcome  of  this  story  will  feed  their  belief. 

When  I was  given  Wotanging  Ikche  to  do,  one  reason  was  precisely  because 
the  dominant  media,  educational  and  research  institutions  and  government 
bureaucracy  mostly  ignored  and  in  some  cases  obscured  and  hid  the  truths  of 
our  teachings,  our  past  history  and  our  current  events.  When  our  stories  are 
told,  usually  they  are  given  in  a manner  that  serves  the  ends  of  the 
dominant  society  --  not  our  people.  Flow  many  times  have  we  been  told  the 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


truth  or  the  truth  been  told  about  us?  Has  any  newspaper  of  the  dominant 
media  reported  the  truth  about  Leonard  Peltier's  trial?  About  the 
sterilizations  of  our  women?  About  the  education  of  our  children  in 
boarding  schools?  About  the  slaughter  of  the  Osage  for  their  oil  rights?  I 
was  by  no  means  sure  that  it  would  be  reported  if  people  handling  Native 
burial  remains  became  ill  or  died  of  the  disease  that  had  been  brought  here 
by  Europeans  and  had,  in  fact,  killed  those  whose  remains  were  touched.  The 
CDC  might  hear  of  it  and  research  it,  but  I am  convinced  they  would  have 
done  so  in  secrecy.  That  said,  since  the  question  was  asked,  I looked  into 
the  matter  and  found  no  evidence  yet  that  the  story  is  verifiable.  What  I 
have  learned  from  Dale  Mitchell  follows: 

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  12:39:26  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Questions 

Gary, 

Only  myself  & the  host  (Robin  Lockwood)  showed  up  at  the  cemetery  planning 
meeting  yesterday.  She  is  also  one  of  the  TDOT  defendants,  and  usually  gets 
to  talk  to  the  others  involved  with  the  case  more  than  I do;  so,  I asked  her 
about  the  smallpox  angle. 

She  said  at  one  of  the  vigils  held  at  the  disputed  site,  Lou  made  a 
comment 

along  the  lines  of:  "Who  knows  what  might  happen  when  those  bones  are  dug 

up? 

Someone  might  contract  smallpox  or  some  other  disease,  because  a lot  of  our 
people  died  from  these  diseases  that  were  brought  in  by  the  White  man." 

This  gave  her  some  thought  for  concern,  so  she  looked  up  smallpox  on  the 
internet.  While  it  seems  that  it  can  be  transmitted  by  live  humans,  or  by 
other  means  over  a short  period  of  time,  there  has  never  been  a reported 
case 

of  transmittal  though  bare  human  bones;  especially  not  bones  with  no  blood 
or 

tissue  remaining. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  there  have  been  no  disinterments  at  this 
site,  anyway.  The  graves  were  discovered,  marked,  and  left  as-is.  With  the 
exception  of  one  stone  box  grave  that  was  accidentally  cracked  open  by  heavy 
machinery,  everything  is  pretty  much  as  it  was  found.  But  there  is  evidence 
that  some  artifacts  (but  no  human  remains)  may  have  been  removed. 

If  someone  had  contracted  smallpox  by  exposure  to  the  remains,  surely  the 
local  newspapers  would  have  jumped  on  it  by  now.  (Especially  if  there  were 
three  cases  reported!)  Maybe  it  was  just  wishful  thinking  on  Lou's  part, 
that  something  of  that  nature  would  befall  someone  who  desecrates  the 
Ancestors'  resting  place. 

I still  haven't  spoken  with  Lou,  himself,  but  I intend  to  do  so  at  the 
earliest  convenience. 

As  far  as  the  court  case  goes,  it's  not  over,  yet.  Yes,  we  won  in 
Williamson  County  Chancery  Court,  but  the  case  is  now  before  the  Appeals 
Court,  and  we  are  basically  starting  all  over  again.  But,  at  least  Dudge 
Heldman  made  some  strongly  worded  rulings  that  would  be  hard  for  an  appeals 
court  to  set  aside  or  overrule  without  looking  foolish! 

Keep  praying  for  our  victory  in  this  battle! 

Wado, 

Dale 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30387,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Update  on  TNAT  Shutdown"  -- 

Date:  Thu,  9 Sep  1999  09:43:22  -0600  (MDT) 
From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Sub j : update  on  TNAT  shutdown 


Please  let  your  readers  know  that  I appreciate  very  much  the  many 
messages  of  encouragement  that  I have  received  concerning  the  forced 
shutdown  of  The  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and 
Education  Program  (TNAT)  by  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  I wish  that 
I could  answer  all  of  the  messages  but  I can't,  so  I am  writing  this 
message  to  all  of  them  instead.  I am  also  forwarding  them  on  to  university 
administration . 

I also  wish  that  I had  good  news  to  report  but  unfortunately  that  is  not 
so.  I will  let  you  know  in  a few  days  what  is  happening.  In  the  meantime, 

I want  to  emphasize  that  I am  in  this  for  the  long  haul,  and  will  challenge 
it  through  the  courts  if  necessary,  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
bottom  line  is  that  I am  being  told  that  I do  not  have  the  right  to  grow 
ceremonial  tobacco  and  to  give  it  to  Native  Americans  for  religious 
purposes,  even  on  my  own  time,  without  a federal  permit.  This  is  an 
extremely  serious  threat  to  Native  American  religious  rights,  as  well  as 
constitutional  rights,  and  I will  fight  it  as  long  as  necessary.  If  any  of 
the  readers  are  lawyers  specializing  in  this  area  and  want  to  get 
involved,  please  contact  me  as  I may  need  all  the  help  that  I can  get. 


Thank  you  again.  Joe  Winter 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Joseph  C.  Winter  Phone:  505-277-5853 

(former)Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  FAX: 

505-277-6726 

Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  email: jwinter@unm.edu 

University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http://www.unm . edu/~jwinter/tnat . htm 


RE:  Persistent  Organic  Pollutants 


Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  11:09:03  CDT 

From:  "tom  goldtooth"  <tomgoldtooth(a)hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Inuit  Statement  at  POPs 

Third  Intergovernmental  Negotiating  Committee  For  A Global  Convention  on 
Persistent  Organic  Pollutants  (POPs) 

Geneva,  Switzerland 
September  7,  1999 
Sheila  Watt-Cloutier 

Good  morning.  My  name  is  Sheila  Watt-Cloutier.  I am  President  of  the 
Inuit  Circumpolar  Conference  Canada  (ICC),  Vice-president  at  the 
international  level  of  ICC  which  defends  the  rights  and  represents  the 
interests  of  Inuit  in  Canada,  Greenland,  the  Federation  of  Russia  and  the 
United  States.  With  me  are  Shirley  Adamson  of  the  Council  for  Yukon  First 
Nations,  and  Larissa  Abroutina  of  the  Russian  Association  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  of  the  North.  I spoke  to  you  in  Montreal  and  Nairobi  about  the 
effects  of  contaminants  on  our  land,  our  country  food,  and  our  peoples, 
and  of  our  growing  fear  of  this  threat  to  our  cultures  and  our  very 
existence. 

We  had  hoped  to  make  this  intervention  yesterday,  my  apologies  Mr. 
Chairman.  However,  I feel  my  intervention  at  this  time  is  most  related  to 
Article  D. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  the  breast  milk  of  Inuit  women  in  the  eastern 
Arctic  contains  1,210  ppb  of  DDT  and  DDE.  By  comparison,  milk  of  non- 
native women  in  southern  Canada  have  levels  of  DDT  and  DDE  measuring  171 
ppb.  These  levels  in  our  people  cause  us  great  concern. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  heard  me  speak  before,  the  following  may  sound 
repetitive,  however,  it  is  my  feeling  that  these  issues  cannot  be 
overstated  when  it  comes  to  the  survival  of  my  people  and  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  the  circumpolar  world.  Anyone  who  has  an  eye  on  the 
circumpolar  indigenous  world  will  understand  that  the  challenges  we  face 
as  a people  are  monumental.  We  are  trying  on  a daily  basis,  because  of 
the  tumultuous  change  that  has  occurred  in  our  homeland  over  the  past  50 
to  60  years,  to  pick  up  the  pieces  for  our  children,  to  create  solid, 
strong  institutions  that  reflects  wisdom  and  security.  In  terms  of  our 
children,  the  last  thing  we  need  to  worry  about  is  endocrine  disrupting 
pollutants  that  affect  the  health  and  intellect  of  our  children  whom  we 
are  trying  to  prepare  for  strong  leadership  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
survive  culturally.  We  must  not  be  made  to  choose  between  our  cultural 
heritage  and  our  country  food.  This  is  our  bottom  line. 

We  heard  yesterday  about  the  importance  of  DDT  in  much  of  the  developing 
world.  Stark  figures  of  potential  deaths  were  used  to  illustrate  the  need 
for  continued  use  of  DDT  to  control  Malaria.  Death  and  disease  are  not 
hypothetical,  nor  potential.  They  are  real.  We  know.  We  are  few  in 
number--there  are  only  100,000  indigenous  peoples  in  northern  Canada,  140, 
00  Inuit  in  the  whole  world  and  only  200,000  indigenous  people  in  all  of 
northern  Russia--but  we  know  about  disease  and  death. 

That  we  are  few  in  numbers  must  not  detract  from  our  case.  The  loss  of 
any  of  our  people  has  an  enormous  impact  on  our  societies.  For  example, 
last  year,  most  of  the  world  heard  that  we  lost  nine  people  in  one  of  our 
communities  through  an  avalanche.  In  terms  of  scale  of  loss  this  was  the 
equivalent  of  50,000  people  dying  in  Montreal  or  400,000  in  all  of  Canada. 
We  must  not  see  this  solely  in  terms  of  numbers.  In  my  stating  these 
figures  I am  certainly  not  attempting  to  play  the  numbers  game  but  rather 
to  show  a clear  picture  of  our  sense  of  loss.  In  the  circumpolar 
indigenous  world  where  we  are  most  affected  by  POPs,  this  issue  is  about 
the  survival  of  whole  peoples.  I ask  you  to  understand  this.  Earlier  this 
century  Inuit  in  the  Beaufort  Sea  region  of  Canada  and  Alaska  were 
virtually  annihilated  by  smallpox.  In  the  last  hundred  years  our  people 
in  some  communities  have  had  2/3  of  their  community  wiped  out  in  one 
outbreak  of  disease.  Very  few  families  were  spared.  Some  indigenous 
people  in  northern  Russia  stand  now  on  the  brink  of  physical  extinction. 
Contaminants  in  our  food  may  yet  lead  to  our  cultural  extinction- -a  loss 
to  the  whole  world.  We  just  won't  - cannot  - allow  that  to  happen.  This 


is  why  we  are  working  with  you  to  get  a comprehensive,  verifiable  and 
rigorously  implemented  POPs  convention. 

We  empathize  with  people  who  feel  they  need  DDT  to  preserve  life  and 
health.  We  will  not  be  party  to  any  agreement  that  threatens  others.  This 
is  just  not  our  way.  Nobody  should  repeat  the  experience  of  our  pain  or 
loss.  I am  sure  that  many  in  the  room  share  these  sentiments. 

Do  not  think  of  the  DDT  issue  in  "either  or"  terms.  This  road  leads  to 
inappropriate  choices.  I can  not  believe  that  a mother  in  the  Arctic 
should  worry  about  contaminants  in  the  life  giving  milk  she  feeds  her 
infant.  Nor  can  I believe  that  a mother  in  the  South  has  to  use  these 
very  chemicals  to  protect  their  babies  from  disease.  Surely  we  must 
commit  ourselves  to  finding  and  using  alternatives.  While  simultaneously 
adopting  elimination,  not  perpetual  management  as  an  ultimate  goal,  the 
POPs  convention  must  ensure  that  cost-effective  alternatives, 
particularly  for  DDT,  are  made  available  in  the  developing  world. 

We  have  heard  the  request  by  developing  nations  for  financial  and 
technical  assistance.  Your  requests  must  be  answered  positively  and  we 
urge  developing  nations  to  do  so.  New  money  must  be  committed  to 
implement  this  convention  either  through  a reformed  and  refinanced  Global 
Environment  Facility  or  a multilateral  fund.  Financing  is  the  other  side 
of  the  coin  to  effective  implementation  and  compliance.  We  look  for  a 
compliance  regime  that  provides  monitoring  and  inspection  to  help 
developing  countries  implement  obligations  detailed  in  the  convention  and 
to  build  confidence  that  all  parties  are  implementing  the  agreement. 

Please  bear  in  mind  what  I said  in  Montreal:  one  poisoned  Inuk  child,  a 
poisoned  Arctic,  and  a poisoned  planet  is  one  and  the  same.  This  shared 
understanding  will,  inevitably,  lead  us  to  an  effective  POPs  convention, 
which  will  protect  the  health  of  peoples  throughout  the  world. 

Nakomek 


— "RE:  Chiapas  Initiative"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Sep  1999  14:16:05  -0400 

From:  "Smith,  lanet"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : CHIAPAS!  (from  AP  reports  - Mexican  govt.) 

We  can  all  pray  this  is  a sincere  initiative,  not  a trick-bag.  The  history 
of  the  Mexican  government's  dealings  with  the  Indians,  like  that  of  the  US 
history,  does  not  make  me  confident  this  is  a good  thing,  however, 
lanet 

Mexican  president  launches  surprise  peace  initiative  in  Chiapas 
September  7,  1999 

Web  posted  at:  7:13  PM  EDT  (2313  GMT) 

MEXICO  CITY  (AP)  --  In  Mexico's  first  significant  initiative  in  years  to 
end  a simmering  rebel  war.  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  asked  Congress  to 
bolster  Indian  rights  and  pledged  Tuesday  to  resume  negotiations  with 
rebels  and  investigate  human  rights  abuses  in  southern  Chiapas  state. 

"The  government  is  resolved  to  seek  a political  solution  and  has  taken 
this  new  step  with  frankness,  seriousness  and  in  good  faith,  for  the  good 
of  Mexico  and  Chiapas,"  Interior  Minister  Diodoro  Carrasco  said  in 
announcing  Zedillo's  initiative. 

Carrasco,  who  is  in  charge  of  national  security,  didn't  take  questions 
on  the  initiative.  Zedillo's  office  said  the  president  wouldn't  elaborate 
on  Carrasco's  comments. 

The  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  staged  a brief  uprising  in 
lanuary  1994  to  seek  greater  rights  for  the  country's  11  million  ethnic 
Indians.  Fighters  have  since  remained  hidden  in  the  Chiapas  jungle,  while 
the  government  has  deployed  troops  throughout  the  state. 

Negotiations  with  the  rebels  have  been  stalled  since  1996,  when  federal 
negotiators  and  the  rebels  signed  a partial  peace  agreement.  The  rebels 
claim  the  Zedillo  administration  reneged  on  the  agreement;  the  government 
says  it  complied  with  most  of  it. 

In  his  initiative,  Zedillo  urges  Congress  to  consult  with  the  rebels  and 
pass  new  legislation  on  Indian  rights.  He  also  calls  for  further 


negotiations  to  fully  implement  the  1996  accords. 

And  he  calls  for  the  creation  of  a new  mediation  commission,  promises  a 
full  investigation  of  alleged  human  rights  abuses  by  Chiapas  authorities, 
and  offers  amnesty  to  jailed  rebels  and  sympathizers  who  are  not  charged 
with  violent  crimes. 

There  was  no  immediate  reaction  from  the  Zapatistas,  who  often  take 
several  days  to  react  to  government  announcements. 

Carrasco  acknowledged  the  lack  of  a peace  agreement  has  fueled  violence 
in  Chiapas,  including  the  December  1997  massacre  of  45  Tzotzil  Indians  in 
the  hamlet  of  Acteal  by  pro-government  gunmen. 

The  most  recent  violence  came  Monday  night,  when  police  in  the  Chiapas 
town  of  Palenque  clashed  with  Indians  angry  about  alleged  corruption  by 
their  mayor.  One  peasant  was  killed  and  23  people  were  wounded,  including 
two  policemen,  state  officials  said. 

Residents  angry  about  the  violence  looted  and  vandalized  Palenque' s City 
Hall  early  Tuesday.  Some  200  officers  in  riot  gear  are  now  protecting  the 
building,  Chiapas'  deputy  attorney  general  Ricardo  Sosa  said. 

Copyright  1999  The  Associated  Press. 

"RE : More  Fear  and  Loathing  in  Chiapas"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Sep  1999  07:37:08  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Chiapas95  <owner-chiapas95@eco.utexas.edu> 

Sub j : More  Fear  and  Loathing  in  Chiapas,  Sep  1 

This  message  is  forwarded  to  you  as  a service  of  Zapatistas  Online. 
Comments  and  volunteers  are  welcome.  Write  zo-editors@deliberate.com. 

Send  submissions  to  chiapas-i@eco.utexas.edu 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  11:13:20  -0700  (PDT) 

Sub j : MORE  FEAR  &LOATHING  IN  CHIAPAS  by  Hohn  Ross 

MORE  FEAR  & LOATHING  IN  CHIAPAS 

THE  OLD  SOUTH  LIVES  - CHIAPAS  GOVERNOR  DEFENDS  STATES  RIGHTS  "UNTIL  THE 
ULTIMATE  CONSEQUENCES" 

*Note:  Author  3ohn  Ross  is  seeking  dates  for  an  East  Coast  speaking  tour 
September  20th-October  4th.  If  you  have  any  ideas,  please  contact  him  in 
Mexico  City.  tel.  011  (525)  510-3376  email:  johnross@igc.apc.org 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASA  CHIAPAS 

(August  31st)  - Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  the  substitute  governor  of 
Mexico's  southernmost  state  of  Chiapas,  is  a throwback  to  the  prototypical 
southern  U.S.  politicians  who  used  to  block  the  school  house  doors  and  sic 
their  dogs  and  their  lynch  mobs  upon  anti-segregation  activists  in  order 
to  preserve  white  privilege  and  what  used  to  be  called  "states  rights". 

In  his  18  months  in  office  Albores,  the  son  of  a Comitan  rancher  (the 
equivalent  in  Chiapas  of  a Mississippi  plantation  owner)  has 
transmogrified  himself  into  the  consummate  Chiapas  patriot  who  will  defend 
the  sovereignty  of  this  conflictive  state  until  "the  ultimate  consequence 
- even  if  it  should  cost  me  my  job." 

"Chiapas  for  us,  the  Chiapanecos ! " he  regularly  rants,  threatening  to 
post  billboard  warnings  to  that  effect,  and  boot  all  "outside  agitators" 
out  of  the  entity.  By  "outside  agitators"  Albores  includes  both  Mexicans 
and  non-Mexicans  who  travel  to  Chiapas  in  support  of  the  rebel  Zapatista 
Army  of  National  Liberation. 

The  substitute  governor's  obstreperous  xenophobia  does  not  fit  the 
voluminous  Albores  very  well.  A long-time  "Chilango"  (Mexico  City 
resident),  Albores  served  as  a borough  president  during  Manuel  Camacho 
Solis's  stint  as  regent  (unelected  mayor)  of  the  capital.  He  returned  to 
Chiapas  in  1994  after  a lengthy  hiatus  in  the  big  city  when  Camacho  was 
appointed  government  peace  negotiator  and  sought  unsuccessfully  to  strike 
a treaty  with  the  EZLN.  In  1998,  in  the  aftermath  of  the  horrendous 
massacre  of  46  pro-Zapatista  Tzotzil  Indians  at  Acteal  in  the  mountains 
above  San  Cristobal,  Albores  was  appointed  interim  governor  of  Chiapas  by 
the  then  new  Interior  Secretary  Francisco  Labastida  - the  massacre  cost 


Labastida's  predecessor  his  job. 

The  governor  whom  Albores  Guillen  replaced,  Dulio  Cesar  Ruiz  - recently 
promoted  to  a plum  job  at  Mexico's  Washington  embassy  - was  also  a 
substitute  governor  who  took  over  when  Eduardo  Robledo,  elected  in  fraud- 
riddled  1994  balloting  resigned  and  was  shipped  off  to  Argentina.  Albores 
is  Chiapas's  fifth  governor  in  six  and  a half  years  - only  two  of  whom 
have  been  elected  by  the  citizens  of  that  southern  state. 

After  Camacho  left  the  long-ruling  (70  years)  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI)  in  1997,  Albores  attached  his  political  fortunes 
to  Labastida,  now  President  Ernesto  Zedillo's  unofficial  choice  for  the 
PRI  presidential  nomination  in  2000.  Carrying  out  orders  from  the  capital 
with  the  exemplary  discipline  of  a trained  bulldog,  the  Governor,  whom  the 
local  press  has  taken  to  referring  to  by  his  initials  (RAG)  has  directed 
his  bombast  - and  firepower  - at  the  rebel  Zapatistas. 

Three  months  after  assuming  the  substitute  governorship,  Albores  ordered 
the  dismantlement  of  four  EZLN  self-declared  "autonomous  municipalities"  - 
ten  were  killed  by  the  state  police  and  federal  army  at  El  Bosque  in  May 
1998  and  hundreds  of  rebel  supporters  were  jailed,  including  a Mexico  City 
art  professor  who  had  supervised  the  painting  of  a mural  in  a Zapatista 
jungle  community  - Sergio  Valdez  was  held  by  Albores  in  the  state's 
maximum  lock-up  at  Cerro  Hueco  for  over  a year. 

The  governor  demonstrated  his  compassion  for  Chiapas's  Indians  when  he 
sent  the  rotting  cadavers  of  those  killed  at  El  Bosque  back  to  the 
community  in  cardboard  boxes. 

Other  Albores  mischief  includes  the  creation  of  13  PRI-governed  new 
municipalities  or  counties  imposed  upon  Zapatista  "autonomias"  in  the 
Ocosingo  region,  a sure-fire  formula  for  provoking  fresh  violence. 

Governor  RAG  justified  the  creation  of  the  new  municipalities  by  the  PRI's 
"mandate"  in  October  1998  local  elections,  which,  never  one  to  miss  an 
opportunity  for  self-aggrandizement,  the  Governor  describes  as  "historic." 
In  Ocosingo,  24%  of  all  registered  voters  cast  ballots  in  that  "historic" 
election . 

One  of  Albores  Guillen's  most  celebrated  stunts  was  a bit  of  jungle 
vaudeville  wherein  he  hired  PRIistas  to  dress  up  as  Zapatistas  and  pretend 
to  turn  in  their  guns.  In  a shameless  promo  for  his  freshly-minted 
amnesty  program  last  Spring,  the  governor  flew  the  press  into  an  Ocosingo 
jungle  resort  to  witness  the  gun  turn-in.  The  actors  in  the  caper  were 
rewarded  with  20  head  of  Sebu  cattle  and  a sports  utility  vehicle  - and, 
reportedly,  their  guns  back.  When  some  weeks  after  the  performance,  the 
Sebu  began  to  disappear, Albores  sent  state  police  and  President  Ernesto 
Zedillo  the  federal  army  to  occupy  suspect  Zapatista  hamlets. 

To  say  that  Governor  RAG  has  not  endeared  himself  to  the  quixotic 
Zapatista  spokesperson  Subcomandante  Marcos  would  be  a gross 
understatement.  The  rebel  leader  has  nicknamed  Albores  Guillen  "Croquets" 
(he  looks  like  one)  and  accuses  him  of  alcoholic  dementia  and  pocketing 
flood  relief  donations  that  poured  into  the  state  after  a catastrophic 
October  1988  storm. 

Of  late,  one  of  the  portly  governor's  more  attention-grabbing  ploys  has 
been  to  pick  a war  with  neighboring  Oaxaca  over  the  Chimilapas  reserve 
straddling  both  states  - the  zone  includes  some  of  Mexico's  last 
untrammeled  forests  which  Chiapas  wood  poachers  have  long  coveted.  In  1986, 
Zoque  Indians,  to  whom  most  of  the  Chimilapas  pertain,  captured  the 
brother  of  another  Chiapas  governor  in  the  act  of  clear-cutting  their 
reserves . 

The  long  simmering  dispute  between  the  two  states  was  apparently  settled 
in  a 1995  agreement  protecting  the  Chimilapas  from  outside  intrusion.  The 
agreement  was  signed  by  then-Chiapas  Secretary  of  Government  Pablo  Salazar 
and  the  governor  of  Oaxaca.  Now  Salazar  has  left  the  long-ruling  (70 
years)  PRI  and  will  be  an  opposition  coalition  candidate  in  gubernatorial 
elections  set  for  Duly  2nd,  2000  - the  same  day  as  the  presidential 
balloting  - and  Albores  does  not  miss  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  ex- 
PRIista  as  a "traitor"  who  sold  out  his  beloved  Chiapas  in  the  Chimilapas 
deal,  a charge  that  must  not  play  very  well  with  current  Interior 
Secretary  Diodoro  Carrasco  who  as  governor  of  Oaxaca  in  1995  signed  the 
Chimilapas  agreement  with  Salazar. 


Albones'  continuing  obeisance  to  Labastida,  who  is  predestined  to  win 
the  PRI  presidential  nomination  in  November,  seems  based  more  on  the 
governor's  galloping  opportunism  than  on  personal  conviction.  According 
to  the  political  "chisme"  (gossip),  the  life-blood  of  the  cafes  of  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez,  the  Chiapas  state  capital.  Governor  RAG  has  his  heart  set  on 
occupying  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  slot  under  a Labastida  presidency. 

When  Labastida  came  to  Chiapas  for  a Duly  campaign  swing,  Albores  rolled 
out  the  red  carpet  and  lavished  public  moneys  on  transporting  thousands  of 
PRIistas  to  pad  out  sparsely  attended  rallies,  a violation  of  campaign 
ethics  frowned  upon  both  by  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party 
management  and  President  Zedillo  who  had  instructed  that  government 
resources  should  not  be  used  to  promote  the  candidacies  of  PRI 
presidential  hopefuls.  In  an  unprecedented  ruling,  the  PRI  primary 
election  watchdog  commission  was  forced  to  warn  the  Chiapas  governor  of 
the  inappropriateness  of  his  largesse. 

Always  spoiling  for  a fight,  "Croquets"  was  undeterred  by  the  party's 
slap  on  his  thick  wrist.  In  his  relentless  campaign  to  provoke  the  EZLN 
into  an  aggressive  response,  Albores  - and  a consortium  of  friendly 
contractors  - have  been  building  a network  of  state  roads  that  penetrate 
deeper  and  deeper  into  the  Lacandon  jungle  enclave  where  the  Zapatista 
high  command  is  encamped. 

The  roads,  being  carved  out  of  the  forest  under  the  pretext  of  bringing 
social  progress  to  remote  communities,  link  up  military  installations  in 
the  region,  endanger  the  neighboring  Montes  Azules  United  Nations- 
sponsored  biosphere,  and  irritate  jungle  villages  who  complain  that  the 
arrival  of  the  soldiers  is  inevitably  accompanied  by  truckloads  of 
prostitutes  and  the  sale  of  alcohol  - an  item  prohibited  in  EZLN  base 
communities . 

When  this  past  August  15th,  pro-Zapatistas  villagers  in  Amador  Hernandez 
used  civil  disobedience  to  block  road  surveyors,  state  police  and  federal 
troops  - some  of  them  parachuted  in  - moved  to  subdue  the  Tzeltal  Indian 
protestors.  Much  like  southern  U.S.  sheriffs  during  the  anti-  segregation 
struggles  of  the  1960s,  military  police  used  batons  and  tear  gas  on  the 
Indian  settlers.  The  tear  gas  canisters  reportedly  contained  an  English 
language  warning  that  they  were  for  "the  exclusive  use  of  the  U.S.  Army." 

Albores  and  several  television  crews  immediately  helicoptered  into  the 
nearby  military  base  at  San  Quintin  to  take  charge  of  the  deteriorating 
situation.  Lashing  out  at  "outside  agitators"  like  the  celebrated  actress 
Ofelia  Medina,  a staunch  Zapatista  supporter,  and  a handful  of  students 
from  the  strike-bound  National  Autonomous  University  who  had  journeyed  to 
Amador  Hernandez  to  document  the  military  incursion,  the  Ghiapas  governor 
threatened  to  have  them  all  thrown  in  Cerro  Hueco  for  high  felonies  unless 
they  speedily  abandoned  the  state.  "Chiapas  for  us  Chiapanecos ! " the 
pear-shaped,  sweating  Albores  roared  to  a few  Indians  assembled  by  the  PRI 
for  the  occasion.  Echoing  the  epithets  of  petrified  old  South  states 
rightists,  Albores  swore  to  defend  the  honor  and  sovereignty  of  a Chiapas 
to  which  he  has  only  recently  returned  against  the  impositions  of  the 
Zedillo  government. 

The  lynch  mob  ambiance  stirred  up  by  the  Governor  kicked  in  right  away 
in  Lacandon  jungle  communities  under  PRI  control.  On  Saturday,  August 
21st,  a Mexican  doctor  and  two  Basque  human  rights  observers  were  beaten, 
robbed,  and  sexually  abused  by  PRI  villagers  on  a track  leading  out  of  the 
area  that  is  heavily  patrolled  by  security  forces.  Up  in  San  Cristobal, 
the  capital  of  the  Chiapas  highlands,  the  city  council  which  is  dominated 
by  a right-wing  PRI  clique  known  as  the  "authentic  Coletos"  declared 
Medina  (her  most  popular  film  role  was  playing  Mexican  icon  Frida  Kahlo) 
"persona  non  grata"  and  gave  her  72  hours  to  get  out  of  town  or  face  the 
consequences . 

Apparently  stimulated  by  the  latest  hostilities.  Governor  RAG  staged  a 
self-congratulatory  parade  of  government  workers  on  Sunday  August  22nd  in 
the  state  capital.  The  next  day,  outraged  by  Albores'  incendiary 
proclamations,  8000  Tzotzil  Indian  supporters  of  the  EZLN  descended  from 
the  mountains  above  San  Cristobal  to  demand  RAG's  resignation  - among  the 
marchers  was  Ofelia  Medina  in  open  defiance  of  the  get-out-of-town-or-else 
orders.  According  to  Hermann  Bellinghausen,  crack  "cronista"  for  the 


national  daily  La  Jornada  which  pays  particular  attention  to  the  Chiapas 
conflict,  the  march  was  led  by  an  extremely  skinny  mongrel  with  a sign 
around  its  neck  that  warned  "Croquets"  he  would  wind  up  like  the  mangy 
"chucho"  (Tzoztzil  slang  for  dog.) 

Lamentably,  most  Chiapanecos  never  got  to  see  Bellinghausen ' s chronicle 
of  the  march,  the  largest  in  San  Cristobal  since  the  Acteal  massacre. 
Governor  RAG's  press  policy  is  to  buy  off  local  Chiapas  media  in  standard 
PRI  fashion  and  to  send  his  agents  out  to  every  newsstand  in  the  state  to 
confiscate  all  the  Jornadas  when  they  arrive  each  day  at  noon  from  Mexico 
City. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Author,  poet,  and  aging  bon  vivant  John  Ross  is  desperately  seeking 
venues  for  an  East  Coast  swing  September  20th-October  4th.  Any  ideas? 

To  contact  lohn  Ross: 

525-510-3376  johnross@igc .apc.org 
++++++++++ 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107, this  material  is  distributed 
without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior  interest. 

This  information  is  for  non-profit  research  and  education  purposes  only. 

++We  encourage  you  to  reproduce  this  information  but  please  give  credit  to 
the  source,  translator  and  publication.  Thank  you.** 

For  MAI-not  (un) subscription  information,  posting  guidelines  and 
links  to  other  MAI  sites  please  see  http://mai.flora.org/ 

"RE : Escalating  Crisis  in  Chiapas"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  19:37:17  -0400 
From:  Carol  <radred@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Escalating  Crisis  in  Chiapas 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  22:53:12  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Michael  Eisenscher  <meisenscher@igc .org> 

Sub j : Escalating  Crisis  in  Chiapas 

THIS  IS  A MESSAGE  FROM  THE  MILWAUKEE  PLEDGE  OF  RESISTANCE.  If  you  wish  not 
to  receive  these  notices,  reply  to  that  effect  by  return  mail.  Virtually 
all  will  relate  to  foreign  policy  issues.  For  newsletter  archives,  foreign 
policy  lecture  notes,  coming  events,  links  to  other  information,  etc., 
consult  our  website  at 

< htt p : //www. exec pc. com/~f or polcy> http: //www. execpc.comc http: //www. execpc.com 
/~forpolcy>/~forpolcy . 3.M.  Barrett,  Coordinator 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  essence  of  a message  from  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  via  Michigan  Peace 
Team  michpeacteam@peacenet.org  follows: 

As  bad  as  it  has  been  it  is  getting  much  worse.  Since  August  14,  the 
Mexican  army  has  sent  another  10,000  soldiers  into  new  camps  in  the 
Lacandon  Jungle.  For  the  first  time  since  1994,  the  army  has  penetrated  the 
Montes  Azules  biosphere  where  the  general  command  of  the  EZLN  is  presumed 
to  live.  Approximately  thirty  communities  in  the  region  are  in  a virtual 
state  of  siege.  Army  troops  attacked  the  inhabitants  of  Amador  Hernandez  in 
the  municipality  of  Ocosingo  with  US-made  tear  gas,  wounding  several 
indigenous  men  and  women.  Access  to  the  community  has  been  obstructed,  even 
for  the  people  who  live  there.  The  army  has  taken  possession  of  lands  near 
the  community  and  has  surrounded  them  with  barbed  wire.  The  community  is 
being  terrorized  by  constant  airplane  and  helicopter  flights  over  the  area 
and  by  the  presence  of  Public  Security  forces. 

The  government  claims  the  army  is  there  to  protect  the  people.  But  it  is 
terrorizing  them.  Many  are  wounded  and  some  are  killed  and  many  flee  into 
the  jungle  as  the  "search  and  destroy  mission"  of  the  army  continues  to 
escalate . 

Please  call  your  representative  and  senators  and  encourage  them  to  contact 
the  State  Department  with  a request  that  the  State  Department  call  on  the 
Mexican  government  to  end  the  militarization  of  Chiapas,  respect  human 


rights  and  implement  the  San  Andres  Accords.  Ask  your  representative  and 
senators  or  an  aide  to  accompany  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network's  emergency 
delegation  to  Chiapas,  September  16-21. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 
< htt p : //www. mexicosolidarity.org/>http: //www. mexicosolidarity.org 
<http://www.mexicosolidarity.org/>/  or  773-583-7728 
or  Global  Exchange  at  415-255-7296  ext.  236  or  239 

"RE : Report  Faults  Indian  Affairs  Bureau"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Sep  1999  22:24:31  -0500 

From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : Report  Faults  Indian  Affairs  Bureau 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Thursday  September  9 6:33  PM  ET 
Report  Faults  Indian  Affairs  Bureau 
By  MATT  KELLEY  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - The  federal  agency  responsible  for  most  programs  serving 
American  Indians  is  so  badly  mismanaged  it  often  breaks  the  law,  according 
to  an  outside  report  released  Thursday. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  "has  been  unable  to  meet  the  basic 
requirements  for  administrative  systems  within  the  federal  government," 
said  the  report  from  the  National  Academy  of  Public  Administration. 

"The  lack  of  credible  management  at  BIA  appears  to  impair  its  capacity  to 
represent  Indians  within  the  administration  and  before  Congress,"  the 
report  said.  "Its  administrative  problems  are  real  and  must  be  corrected  for 
BIA  to  meet  governmental  requirements  and  regain  management  credibility." 

BIA  head  Kevin  Gover  had  asked  for  the  report  to  provide  a blueprint  for 
reforming  the  often-criticized  agency,  which  has  a $1.7  billion  budget  and 
oversees  programs  for  1.2  million  Indians  in  558  tribes. 

"These  are  deserved  criticisms  of  the  bureau,"  Gover  said  at  a news 
conference  where  the  report  was  released. 

The  report  is  the  latest  to  criticize  BIA  management.  A group  of  Indians 
also  is  suing  the  agency  over  mismanagement  of  about  $500  million  in 
accounts  benefiting  individual  Indians. 

The  judge  in  that  case  held  Gover  and  his  boss.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt,  in  contempt  of  court  for  repeated  delays  in  handing  over 
documents.  At  a trial  in  part  of  that  lawsuit  this  summer,  Gover  and 
Babbitt  admitted  the  funds  had  been  mismanaged  for  decades  but  said  they 
were  working  to  fix  those  problems. 

Examples  of  BIA  management  failures  cited  by  the  NAPA  report  include: 
-Recordkeeping  is  so  incomplete  and  haphazard  that  the  Interior 
Department's  internal  watchdog  cannot  fully  document  BIA  spending. 

-Money  management  is  so  lax  that  the  BIA  routinely  violates  federal  laws 
governing  agency  finances,  including  rules  on  loan  costs,  debt  collections 
and  prompt  payments. 

-Systems  for  buying  goods  and  services  have  been  flawed  for  decades  and  are 
getting  worse. 

-lob  manuals  either  are  out  of  date  or  missing  entirely. 

Gover  and  Babbitt  blamed  much  of  the  problem  on  the  BIA's  chronic  lack  of 
adequate  funding,  especially  budget  cuts  in  1996  that  hit  administrative 
employees  the  hardest.  For  years,  the  BIA  cut  administrative  staff  to  focus 
on  providing  services,  Gover  and  Babbitt  said. 

"All  of  a sudden,  they're  looking  around  and  saying,  'Hey,  there's  nobody 
here,"'  Babbitt  said. 

Gover,  who  was  appointed  in  1997,  said  he  plans  to  follow  several  of  the 
report's  suggestions  immediately.  Chief  among  them  is  creating  a policy, 
management  and  budget  office  to  focus  on  correcting  the  management  problems. 

Gover  said  the  BIA  would  likely  need  as  many  as  250  new  management 
employees  to  fix  the  problems,  though  he  added  that  estimate  was  just  a 
guess.  The  report  said  fixing  the  management  problems  could  cost  between 
$10  million  and  $15  million  for  new  staff. 


— "RE:  Activist  Urges  Press  to  Ask  Tougher  Questions 

Date:  Sat,  11  Sep  1999  11:47:24  -0500 

From:  "Shunkmanitu  Ska"  <shunka-ska@altavista.net> 

Sub  j : From  Lincon  DS 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Indian  activist  urges  press  to  ask  tougher  questions 


OMAFIA  (AP)  --An  American  Indian  activist  arrested  for  protesting  beer 
sales  in  Whiteclay  says  most  Nebraskans  know  the  motivation  of  the  Santee 
and  Oglala  Sioux  tribes  in  their  current  conflicts  with  the  state.  But 
Frank  LaMere  said  Friday  the  press  needs  to  find  what  motivates  the  people 
trying  to  stop  American  Indians  from  improving  their  lives. 

"Don't  let  them  get  by  without  tough  questions.  Don't  let  them  get  by 
without  a fight,"  LaMere  said  at  the  Nebraska  Associated  Press  Association 
meeting. 

When  the  right  questions  are  asked,  LaMere  said,  reporters  probably  will 
find  some  enemies. 

LaMere  said  journalists  can  take  advantage  of  a lesson  he  recently 
learned  from  an  Apache  holy  man. 

"Life  is  not  all  that  it  seems,"  he  said. 

LaMere  said  the  state's  newspapers  have  been  fair  in  reporting 
controversies  about  the  Santee  Sioux  casino  in  northeast  Nebraska  and  beer 
sales  at  Whiteclay  in  the  northwest,  but  there  is  more  to  the  stories. 

Fie  encouraged  journalists  to  know  and  understand  the  people  they  write 
about.  LaMere  said  the  public  will  gain  trust  in  the  press  when  that 
happens . 

LaMere  said  if  you  ask  the  people  who  oppose  the  Santee  and  Oglalas  why 
they  are  doing  so,  "It  probably  has  to  do  with  money."  "Right  now  in  the 
state  of  Nebraska  there  are  20  Indians  the  state  stands  ready  to  prosecute 
the  state  stands  ready  to  incarcerate, " LaMere  said.  He  is  one  of  them, 
having  been  arrested  during  protest  marches  on  Whiteclay. 

LaMere  said  the  Oglala  only  want  to  sober  up  their  people,  stop  highway 
carnage  and  end  domestic  abuse  caused  by  beer  sales  in  Whiteclay.  The  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  across  the  border  from  Whiteclay,  has 
one  of  the  nation's  highest  alcoholism-related  mortality  rates. 

Eleven  members  of  the  Santee  tribal  council  recently  avoided  jail  for 
disobeying  a court  order  to  close  their  casino  when  a judge  ruled  a tribal 
referendum  prevented  them  from  acting.  The  government  still  wants  the 
casino  closed. 

American  Indians  risk  going  to  prison  because  they  want  things  to  be 
better,  LaMere  said. 

"Find  the  motivation  of  those  who  seek  to  silence  those  individuals,"  he 
urged . 


"RE : Teen-ager's  Life  Crossed  Cultural  Lines 

Date:  Sat,  11  Sep  1999  11:47:24  -0500 

From:  "Shunkmanitu  Ska"  <shunka-ska@altavista . net> 

Sub j : From  Lincon  DS 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

NICE  NEWS 

Teen-ager's  life  crossed  cultural  lines 
BY  DODI  RAVE  Lincoln  Dournal  Star 


Tawni  Perez  once  told  her  father  she  wanted  to  be  buried  the  same  way  he 
grandmother  was  --  in  a Native  American  Church  ceremony.  And  so  she  was. 

On  Wednesday  morning  hundreds  attended  her  funeral  service  at  the 
Lincoln  Indian  Center.  The  15-year-old  Lincoln  High  School  student  died 
Friday  when  a suspected  drunken  driver  hit  a car  she  was  riding  in, 
pushing  it  into  oncoming  traffic. 


At  the  funeral,  dozens  of  the  popular  teen-ager's  friends  wore  white 
"Tawni  Perez  - R.I.P.  1984-1999"  T-shirts  emblazoned  with  her  photo.  The 
red-lettered  shirts  were  the  idea  of  Matthew  Kulawik,  the  sophomore 
student's  boyfriend. 

"This  is  the  cutest  girl  I've  ever  seen  in  my  life,"  said  Kulawik,  his 
fingers  lightly  tracing  the  outline  of  Perez's  face.  She  was  the  one 
person,  he  said,  who  had  time  to  "just  sit  down  and  listen  to  me."  Kulawik, 
a 16-year-old  Lincoln  High  School  junior,  was  among  the  hundreds  of  white, 
brown,  tan,  olive  and  black-skinned  faces  of  those  who  came  to  say  good- 
bye to  a young  woman  born  into  American  Indian,  Hispanic  and  white 
cultures . 

Her  multicultural  funeral  service,  held  within  the  Lincoln  Indian 
Center's  powwow  arena,  borrowed  from  both  Protestant  values  and  native 
traditions.  Pastors  Geoff  Gonifas  and  Kevin  Pringle  encouraged  worshipers 
to  seize  the  day  and  enjoy  moments  with  loved  ones  because  time  spent 
together  may  be  the  last. 

"I  have  a 15-year-old  daughter,"  said  Mayor  Don  Wesely,  who  attended  the 
funeral.  "I  was  very  moved.  I wanted  to  share  (the  community's)  concern 
for  the  family  and  the  sense  of  loss  we  all  feel."  Young  and  old  uniformly 
described  the  teen-ager  as  a comedic  angel:  funny,  caring,  understanding, 
cool,  bright,  strong  and  nurturing. 

"She  made  everybody  smile,"  said  her  uncle,  Roger  Perez. 

Said  Twyla  Schaub,  her  great  aunt:  "Tawni  knew  unconditional  love." 

Summed  up  14-year-old  Shawnta  Olsen:  "She  was  a real  good  kid.  She  was 
nice  to  everybody."  About  40  of  Perez's  friends  attended  an  all-night 
Native  American  Church  wake  prior  to  the  funeral.  Mitchell  Sheridan 
oversaw  the  services,  just  as  he  had  done  for  her  Omaha  Indian  grandmother 
1 1/2  years  ago. 

Shortly  after  the  grandmother's  funeral,  Perez  told  her  father  she 
wanted  to  be  buried  the  same  way,  said  Sheridan. 

Last  year  a liaison  for  Indian  education  classes  in  the  Lincoln  Public 
Schools  system  asked  Perez  to  talk  about  her  most  significant  cultural 
achievement.  She  said  it  was  the  night  she  spent  at  her  grandmother's  side. 

Said  the  liaison,  Emma  Cayou  Phillips:  "She  said  when  her  grandmother 
died  she  was  able  to  speak  to  her." 

"RE : Voting  by  Indian  Representatives  Unconstitutional"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  11:09:14  EDT 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Maine  Attorney  General:  Voting  by  Indian  representatives 
unconstitutional 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Attorney  General:  Voting  by  Indian  representatives  unconstitutional 
http : //www. boston . com/ da ily news/2 54/ region/ 

Attorney_General_Voting_by_Ind : . shtml 

By  Associated  Press,  09/11/99  14:20 

AUGUSTA,  Maine  (AP)  The  Maine  Attorney  General's  office  says  giving  the 
vote  to  the  Legislature's  two  tribal  representatives  would  violate  the 
state  and  U.S.  Constitutions. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  William  Stokes  appeared  Friday  before  a panel 
that  is  examining  the  issue,  amid  a new  push  for  voting  rights  by  members 
of  the  Penobscot  Nation  and  Passamaquoddy  Tribe. 

Members  of  the  two  tribes  say  they  cannot  have  full  representation 
without  the  power  to  vote  on  new  laws.  But  Stokes  said  giving  the  vote  to 
a representative  of  about  2,000  Indians  would  violate  the  "one  person, 
one  vote"  principle  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  since  other  lawmakers 
represent  about  8,000  people. 

The  tribal  representatives  can  speak  on  the  floor,  but  are  barred  from 
voting  on  legislation  or  in  committee,  under  current  regulations. 

The  panel,  called  the  Committee  to  Address  the  Recognition  of  the  Tribal 
Government  Representatives  of  Maine's  Sovereign  Nations  in  the  Legislature, 


will  hold  more  meetings  before  reporting  back  to  the  Legislature. 

The  group  has  few  precedents  to  go  on,  since  Maine  is  the  only  state 
with  tribal  representatives. 

Richmond  resident  Donna  M.  Loring,  a representative  of  the  Penobscot 
Nation  who  sits  on  the  study  commission,  noted  that  the  Indian  nations 
predate  both  the  state  and  national  government. 

That  means  they  have  enjoyed  special  "government-to-government" 
relationship  that  could  justify  voting  rights  for  the  tribe's 
representatives,  she  said. 

Princeton  resident  Donald  G.  Soctomah,  representing  the  Passamaquoddy 
Tribe,  suggested  that  obstacles  in  the  state  constitution  could  be  removed 
through  popular  referendum. 

The  Maine  Constitution  says  lawmakers  must  be  elected  by  popular  vote  to 
cast  votes  on  legislation,  but  Indian  representatives  are  elected  by 
tribal  vote. 

Penobscot  Nation  attorney  Kaighn  Smith  said  the  "very  soul"  of  Indian 
culture  is  the  ability  to  self-govern.  Giving  their  representatives  the 
full  vote  has  "tremendous  potential"  for  alleviating  the  tensions  between 
the  tribes  and  state  government,  he  said. 

But  that's  more  say  in  state  government  than  some  tribes  have,  such  as 
the  Micmac  and  Maliseet  tribes. 

Maliseet  Chief  Brenda  Commander  said  representation  could  help  ease  the 
tribe's  problems  with  police  protection  and  taxes. 

She  said  local,  state  and  county  police  departments  are  often  confused 
about  who  should  respond  to  tribal  emergencies,  and  Houlton  officials  have 
demanded  full  taxation  for  a tribal  low-income  housing  project, 
complicating  funding  for  additional  projects. 

"RE : Eagle  Feathers"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  09:57:48  -0700 
From:  Ron  Andrade  <randrade@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Eagle  Feathers 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Since  this  issue  had  come  up  before,  I thought  some  of  you  might  be 
interested  in  the  problem  the  Governor  is  having  with  an  Eagle  feather. 

This  appeared  in  the  LA  Times. 

Ron 

Thursday,  September  9,  1999 

An  Eagle  Feather--and  Controversy--for  Governor 

Rituals:  It  is  a misdemeanor  to  possess  the  item  without  a permit.  Tribal 
official's  gift  troubles  some  Indians. 

By  DAN  MORAIN,  Times  Staff  Writer 

SACRAMENTO- -Among  Native  Americans,  there  is  no  honor  higher  than 
receiving  an  eagle  feather.  It's  a symbol  of  high  achievement  and  great 
spiritual  power.  Few  Native  Americans  ever  attain  such  status.  So  Gov. 

Gray  Davis'  aides  used  reverential  tones  to  announce  that  an  eagle  feather 
had  been  bestowed  upon  their  boss  at  a meeting  with  Indians  last  week  as 
Native  Americans  and  Davis  negotiated  the  future  of  casinos  on  tribal  land. 

In  the  non-Indian  world,  however,  possession  of  an  eagle  feather  is 
known  by  a different  term:  misdemeanor.  It's  punishable  by  six  months  in 
jail  or  a $1,000  fine,  or  both--unless  the  person  possessing  it  is  a 
Native  American  or  has  a government  permit.  "It's  in  his  office,"  Davis 
spokesman  Michael  Bustamante  said  of  the  feather  Wednesday.  "As  I 
understand  it,  it  is  a very  high  privilege." 

But  while  California's  governor  has  a great  deal  of  power  over  many 
things,  Davis  has  no  permit  from  state  or  federal  wildlife  officials  to 
possess  the  plumage. 

"You  can't  possess  any  raptor  feather  under  state  law  or  federal  law,"  a 
California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  spokesman  said--although,  after 
further  thought,  the  spokesman  noted  that  there  is  an  exemption  allowing 
the  state  to  own  eagle  feathers.  Perhaps,  he  suggested,  given  that  Davis 


is  governor  of  the  state,  it  is  legal  for  him  to  have  the  feather  after 
all. 

On  Wednesday,  Bustamante  said  Davis  accepted  the  feather  "on  behalf  of 
the  state,"  not  himself.  But  Bustamante  said  Davis'  lawyers  "are  looking 
at  obtaining  the  necessary  permits."  Legalities  notwithstanding,  the 
feather- -delivered  by  a Cabazon  Indian  representative  who  is  not  Native 
American--caused  some  Native  Americans  in  Davis'  conference  room  that  day 
to  squirm. 

"My  tribe  doesn't  give  eagle  feathers,"  said  the  chairman  of  another 
Southern  California  tribe.  "It's  not  even  appropriate  to  pass  them  around. 

Davis  received  the  feather  from  Mark  Nichols,  chief  executive  of  the 
Cabazon  band  of  Mission  Indians,  located  outside  Indio. 

Nichols  has  been  in  the  news  recently,  fighting  a federal  charge  of 
conspiring  to  defraud  the  Federal  Elections  Commission  in  connection  with 
federal  campaign  donations. 

Nichols,  a participant  in  negotiations  on  the  future  of  gambling  on 
California  reservations,  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  Wednesday.  Pat 
Schoonover,  director  of  legal  affairs  for  the  Cabazon  band,  said  the  tribe 
did  not  "give"  Davis  the  feather.  Rather,  he  was  "entrusted"  with  it. 
Native  Americans,  he  noted,  believe  that  "no  one  can  own  an  animal.  Only 
the  creator  can  own  an  animal." 

Clarence  Atwell  Hr.,  chairman  of  the  Santa  Rosa  Rancheria  near  Lemore 
and  a spiritual  leader  of  the  Tachiyokut  tribe,  described  eagle  feathers 
as  "one  of  the  strongest  medicines  we  have."  Being  brushed  by  an  eagle 
feather  is  spiritually  cleansing,  he  said,  akin  to  being  blessed  by  the 
pope. 

Atwell  has  eagle  wings  and  feathers.  He  uses  them  in  his  role  as  a 
tribal  leader.  But  to  obtain  them,  Atwell  had  to  fill  out  lengthy 
applications  to  a federal  eagle  repository,  justifying  why  he  wanted  them, 
and  join  a long  waiting  list.  About  four  years  later,  the  eagle  parts 
arrived . 

"You  have  to  earn  it,"  Atwell  said. 

At  last  week's  meeting,  Nichols  asked  Atwell  to  bless  the  feather.  He 
did  so.  But  whether  Davis  has  earned  the  honor  is  another  question. 

"It  has  been  given,"  Atwell  said.  "We'll  just  let  it  sit  there,  and  work 
on  him." 


"RE : Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Thriving"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  10:55:11  +0000 

From:  "Rita  Mattera"  <ebicom.net@Edison.EBICom.Net> 

Sub j : Choctaws  thriving 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Tribe's  industries  generating  millions  in  wages,  income  tax 
By  Patrice  Sawyer 
Clarion-Ledger  Staff  Writer 

The  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians'  industries  generated  more 
than  $172.6  million  in  wages  and  $4.8  million  in  state  income  tax  in 
1998,  according  to  the  first  complete  study  on  the  tribe's  direct  and 
indirect  economic  impact. 

The  tribe's  industrial,  service  and  governmental  sectors  place  the 
tribe  among  the  10  largest  employers  in  the  state,  said  Lowell 
Goodman,  president  of  the  Hattiesburg-based  consulting  firm  The 
Goodman  Group  and  author  of  the  impact  study. 

He  said  the  tax  revenues  generated  are  significant  and  higher  than 
most  would  expect. 

"(The  tribe)  actually  puts  money  into  the  system.  There  is  a general 
consensus  that  reservations  absorb  money.  It's  actually  quite  the 
opposite,"  he  said. 

While  Indians  employed  by  the  tribe  don't  pay  income  taxes  on 
revenues,  its  non-Indian  employees  do,  and  it  purchases  goods  and 
services  in  the  state.  The  Choctaws  employ  5,822  people,  of  which 


2,637  are  Indian. 

The  study  shows  6,290  additional  jobs  were  created  in  1998  because  of 
the  Choctaws'  various  enterprises,  which  include  nine  manufacturing 
facilities,  a construction  company  and  a casino.  The  tribe 
commissioned  the  study  through  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  economic  development  department  to  find  out  what  was 
the  impact  on  the  state's  economy,  said  Chief  Phillip  Martin. 

"Many  in  the  state  say  the  tribe  doesn't  pay  tax.  I think  the  study 
will  prove  the  tribe  is  contributing  heavily  to  the  state  Tax 
Commission,"  he  said. 

Unlike  the  state-regulated  casinos,  the  tribe's  Silver  Star  Resort 
and  Casino  does  not  pay  state  taxes  on  its  revenues.  However,  Martin 
noted  that  its  revenues  remain  in  the  state,  unlike  revenues 
generated  by  those  state-regulated  casinos  that  are  based  elsewhere. 

The  reservation ' s unemployment  rate  dropped  from  75  percent  in  1979 
to  4 percent  in  1998.  The  tribe's  progress  was  featured  in  a Duly  23 
article  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal. 

The  article  said  Martin,  73,  is  unique  because  he  runs  a conglomerate 
that  does  everything  from  making  auto  parts  to  running  casinos.  The 
Choctaws  manufacture  products  for  companies  such  as  Ford, 
DaimlerChrysler,  McDonald's  and  Xerox. 

"U.S.  government  assistance  has  never  been  adequate.  Our  philosophy 
has  been  why  not  develop  our  own  economy.  It  has  been  long  and 
hard,"  Martin  said. 

The  25,000-acre  Choctaw  reservation,  principally  in  East  Central 
Mississippi,  includes  portions  of  Neshoba,  Attala,  Jackson,  Jones, 
Kemper,  Leake,  Newton,  Scott  and  Winston  counties. 

State  Sen.  Terry  Jordan,  D-Philadelphia,  said  he  hasn't  seen  the 
study  yet,  but  he  is  familiar  with  the  economic  development  the 
tribe  brings  to  his  region  of  the  state. 

"They  are  a fantastic  employer.  As  the  national  economy  goes  up  and 
down,  our  economy  stays  fairly  stable  or  grows  because  of  the 
industries  of  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians,"  he  said. 

Neshoba  County  is  home  to  the  majority  of  the  tribe's  employees, 
2,867.  One  of  the  best  known  economic  endeavors  has  been  the  Silver 
Star  Resort  and  Casino  in  Philadelphia,  which  has  a 500-room  hotel,  a 
525,000-square  foot  casino  complex  and  two  championship  18-hole  golf 
courses . 

It's  an  integral  part  of  the  tribe's  economic  plan  for  the  next  five 
years,  Martin  said.  He  is  considering  a shopping  center  next  door, 
more  hotel  rooms,  additional  casino  games,  an  entertainment 
auditorium,  parking  garage  and  cultural  center. 

Rob  Stillwell,  spokesman  for  Boyd  Gaming  Corp.  in  Las  Vegas,  which 
manages  the  casino,  said  the  Choctaws'  willingness  to  reinvest  in  the 
property  has  made  is  successful. 

"Their  vision  from  where  that  property  would  become  is  what  we 
liked,"  he  said.  "The  Choctaw  Indians  had  a proven  track  record  in 
other  businesses,  and  Chief  Martin  and  Bill  Boyd  (chairman  of  Boyd) 
really  hit  if  off." 

High-paying,  technical  jobs  rank  high  on  the  list  of  goals  for  the 
future. 

Many  local  Choctaws  now  earn  more  than  minimum  wage,  and  the  number 
of  people  willing  to  work  for  low-paying  jobs  is  few.  That's  why  the 
Choctaws  moved  one  of  its  manufacturing  plants  from  Mississippi  to 
Mexico. 

"We  felt  we  didn't  have  enough  people  there  to  employ  for  the 
increase  of  volume,  so  we  sent  most  of  our  increases  to  Mexico. 

We're  looking  for  higher-paying  jobs  and  higher  technology  jobs  we 
can  manufacture  ourselves,"  Martin  said.  "Now,  we  have 
better-educated  people.  I think  we  can  move  up  to  high-tech." 

He  said  because  of  the  tribe's  success  at  the  beginning,  many 
manufacturers  heard  about  it  and  wanted  to  do  business  with  minority 
enterprises.  That's  what  he  hopes  will  spark  more  economic 
development  in  the  state. 

"I  think  all  of  us,  all  Mississippians,  should  have  an  interest  in 


trying  to  provide  opportunities  for  its  people  so  that  the  living 
standards  and  opportunities  will  increase  and  will  certainly  create  a 
better  way  of  life,"  he  said.  "Success  brings  on  success." 

The  Clarion-Ledger 
lackson,  Mississippi 
Sunday,  Sep.  12,  1999 

"RE:  Hay  for  Livestock  Feed"  

Date:  Wed,  08  Sep  1999  08:24:49  -0800 
From:  BMFINANCE  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Sub j : HAY  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FEED 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Tue,  7 Sep  1999  21:04:01  -0400 

From:  Carol  Halberstadt  <carol@migrations . com> 

Mailing  List:  BMFINANCE  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

I just  got  this  message  from  Suzanne  (below).  Local  alfalfa  hay,  which 
is  a complete  food,  can  be  bought  from  the  Navajo  tribe  locally  for  about 
$50-$60  ton  (half  what  it  costs  at  full  retail).  This  is  ideal  for  the 
corralled  "unpermitted"  livestock  (horses,  cows,  sheep,  donkeys)  and  any  HPL 
animals  on  the  Winslow  Tract.  It's  also  a lot  less  expensive  to  deliver  the 
hay  from  local  sources--so  funds  for  purchasing  it  locally  would  seem  more 
practical  than  hauling  it  from  LA. 

"Spoke  with  Marsha's  sister,  Rita  Sebastian,  this  morning  who  asked  me 
to  pass  on  this  information  to  you  regarding  livestock  HAY.  Apparently, 
Marsha  would  like  to  be  able  to  purchase  hay  intended  for  livestock 
locally,  in  Arizona,  and  asked  if  the  Caravan  Team  could  set  up  a 
collection  or  fund  for  that  specific  purpose.  The  reason  is,  it  seems  the 
cows  didn't  eat  (did  not  like)  the  hay  forwarded  from  L.A.  (or  wherever  its 
origin  was),  as  it  had  bleach  or  other  foreign  substances  in  it  that  the 

cows  did  not  respond  to The  cows  like  local  hay..." 

GOOD  LUCK  WITH  "Operation  Grandmother  Relief."  I'll  try  and  ship  some 
good  quality  clothes--good  women's  sweaters,  skirts,  pants--out  to  you  in 
time  for  the  caravan.  Otherwise,  I'll  just  send  it  off  to  Glenna's. 
all  the  best, 

Carol 

--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations . com) 

Native  American  art  and  crafts 
http : //www. migrations . com 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BMFINANCE 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  ppp-55.odienet.net 

"RE : Dineh  Matriarch's  Defiance  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  22:01:21  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : [Fwd:  Dineh  Matriarch's  defiance  Update ] 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "nabahe  keediniihii"  <iindon49@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Dineh  Matriarch's  defiance  Update 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

This  outgoing  update  has  a limited  mailing  list  from  the  previous  one 
concerning  Pauline  Whitesinger  resisting  Police  Order.  Please,  distribute 
this  far  and  wide,  and  also,  take  note  that  this  is  not  being  posted  on  any 
other  host  sites. 

On  Friday  September  10,  1999,  Pauline  and  supporter  Ms.  Swangeagle  returned 
from  doing  business  outside  the  HPL  when  they  notice  that  large  sized. 


hiking  boots  prints  led  up  to  the  site  of  the  Peace  Camp.  There  they  saw  a 
posted  notice  that  was  put  up  by  the  BIA  Hopi  Agents  (either  the  Monitors 
or  the  Police).  Excepts  from  the  posted  noticed  said: 

THIS  NOTICE  IS  FOR: 

-PAULINE  WHITESINGER,  BONNIE  WHITESINGER,  BOB  CHAD,  MS.  SWANEAGLE,  AND  'THE 
OTHER  CAUCASIAN  WOMAN'  NAMED  CONNIE. [This  must  have  referred  to  a supporter 
named,  Carrie  and  also,  Ms.  Swaneagle's  six  yr.  old  daughter,  Taina,  was  not 
mentioned . ] 

YOUR  ARE  ALL  WHEREBY  BEING  ASKED  TO  DISMANTLED  THIS  'UNAUTHORIZED'  STRUCTURE 
IMMEDIATELY.  THIS  'UNAUTHORIZED'  STRUCTURE  IS  INDICATING  THAT  IT  IS  INTENDED 
TO  BE  USE  FOR  PERMANENT  PURPOSES.  FAILURE  TO  DISMANTLED  THIS  STRUCTURE  WILL 
RESULT  IN  THE  APPROPRIATE  INSTITUTION  OF  LEGAL  PROCESS  IN  ORDER  TO  REINSURE 
'HOPI  RIGHTS.' 

Dineh  Non-Signer,  Pauline  Whitesinger,  was  in  Flagstaff  last  night  and  was 
wanting  to  have  someone  (supporters)  to  send  additional  message  out  on  her 
behalf.  She  had,  also,  wish  for  another  translation  of  this  notice,  but  even 
I (Bahe)  can't  translate  what  the  term  "result  in  the  appropriate 
'institution'  of  legal  process"  means  or  how  I can  translate  that  to  a 
traditional  Dineh  elder.  Pauline  is  still  determine  to  resist  this  order  and 
wants  immediate  witnesses  at  her  cornfield  where  the  Peace  Camp  is  located. 
Myself  and  the  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  group  will  try  our  very  best  to 
get  recording  or  documenting  resources  up  there.  A couple  of  supporters  have 
gone  up  this  pass  weekend,  and  we're  hoping  to  hear  more  by  Monday. 

If  anyone  with  some  legal  understanding  can  help  us  what  that  terminology 
means,  please,  inform  us  so  that  we  can  let  Pauline  know.  Also,  take  note 
that  Pauline  feels  that  no  American  attorney  will  adequately  represent  her 
case.  She  wants  to  represent  herself  in  case  this  results  in  going  to  court. 
Lets  hope  she  does  not  get  arrested  or  harm.  I (Bahe)  want  to  reaffirmed 
that  the  Deadline  for  Support  networking  for  Feb.  2000  has  passed!  So, 
please  do  what  you  can  do  to  intervene  with  this  BIA  threat.  We  realize  many 
of  you  cannot  come  out.  However,  from  here  on  we  must  all  take  extreme 
considerations  for  on-land  strategies  to  take  hold  as  many  Non-Signers  have 
indicated . 

Pauline  has  said  while  in  Flagstaff  that.  Supporters  need  to  spread  the 
message  that  more  helpers/witnesses  are  needed  throughout  the  coming  fall 
and  winter.  People  need  to  commit  themselves  to  stay  for  a short  or 
long-term  on  the  land  (HPL) . Again,  they  must  try  to  be  self-sufficient, 
strong  minded:  mentally  and  spiritually,  physically  healthy,  and  believe  in 
the  implementation  of  appropriate  Human  Rights.  Also,  if  you  have 
alternative  media  contacts  please  get  their  interests.  Finally,  we  ask  for 
further  efforts  in  raising  awareness  and  perhaps,  through  local  to  large 
musical  events.  We  must  all  stress  that  THIS  IS  NOT  A DINEH  (NAVA30)  VERSUS 
HOPI  ISSUE,  BUT  THE  US  GOV'T  WILL  USE  THIS  AS  A COVER-UP  UP  UNTIL  FEB. 

2000! ! For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Black  Mesa  Indigenous 
Support  at  520-773-8086  and  leave  all  information  needed  on  the  Voice  Mail. 
Or  contact  myself  at  this  e-mail  address. 

We  thank  you  for  your  time  and  prayers. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Chief  Barboncito,  Bahe 

"RE : Children  Try  to  Walk  Line  Between  Old  and  New"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Sep  1999  11:11:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@U. ARIZONA.edu 

Sub j : Where  Tradition  Meets  Today:  Children  try  to  walk  line  between  old, 
new,  bear  burden  of  guilt  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sept.  5,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ reid/index. shtml 


Children  try  to  walk  line  between  old,  new,  bear  burden  of  guilt 
By  Betty  Reid  The  Arizona  Republic 


Sept.  5,  1999 

It's  not  yet  4 a.m.  and  my  mother  is  already  stirring  inside  her  hogan 
perched  on  the  ledge  of  a sandstone  ridge. 

Her  arthritic  hand  fumbles  beneath  the  pillow  for  her  flashlight.  She 
needs  the  flashlight  so  that  she  can  find  the  matches  stashed  in  an  empty 
Gerber  bottle  on  a shelf. 

She  needs  the  matches  so  she  can  light  a kerosene  lamp. 

By  the  light  of  the  lamp,  my  mother  limps  across  the  uneven  floor  and 
out  the  front  door  to  perform  her  morning  prayer  ritual  to  the  Dawn  People. 
She  holds  up  a fistful  of  white  cornmeal  and  lets  it  sprinkle  slowly 
through  her  fingers  so  that  the  Navajo  gods  will  bless  the  day. 

Afterward,  she  makes  her  way  to  the  outhouse  50  feet  north  of  the  hogan. 
Her  calico  skirt  swishes  among  wild  plants  as  she  walks  with  care,  fearful 
of  tripping  over  the  tiny  gullies  made  by  recent  rains. 

"Desk'aaz  --  it's  cold,"  Dorothy  remarks  as  she  re-enters  the  hogan,  her 
morning  rituals  complete. 

"Diyoo'l  shii,"  says  my  Aunt  Jeanette,  who  has  just  awoken  and  is 
forecasting  wind. 

The  lives  my  mother  and  aunt  lead  in  Tuba  City  on  the  Navajo  Reservation 
seem  even  farther  removed  than  the  237  miles  that  separate  them  from  me  in 
Phoenix. 

They  have  no  electricity,  no  running  water,  no  phone,  no  heat  other  than 
that  provided  by  the  wood  stove.  They  live  in  a space  no  bigger  than  a 
large  living  room.  Their  beds  are  foam  mats  covered  with  cloth  and  placed 
on  the  dirt  floor. 

The  nearest  neighbor  is  half  a mile  away.  The  health  clinic  and  the 
trading  post  are  more  than  three  miles,  too  far  for  two  women  in  their  70s 
to  walk  easily  anymore. 

Their  isolation  is  new  to  the  four  generations  of  my  family  that  have 
grown  up  on  the  reservation  in  remote  northeastern  Arizona. 

My  aunt  sums  up  the  change  when  she  plaintively  asks:  "Al'chinii 
Haa ' ji ' adahaskai  --  where  are  the  children?" 

The  children's  photos  are  pinned  to  the  hogan' s octagonal  walls  along 
with  outdated  calendars,  tapestry,  political  literature,  a faded  copy  of 
the  National  Enquirer,  two  wall  clocks  and  bags  of  herbs. 

In  contrast,  my  two-story,  red-roofed  townhouse  in  the  Valley  is  filled 
with  modern  comforts.  It  has  two  bedrooms,  three  baths  and  a kitchen.  A 
tiny  box  attached  to  the  wall  controls  the  temperature. 

Clean  white  walls  hold  carefully  positioned  family  photos  and  Native 
American  art  posters  that  complement  the  Southwestern-style  furniture. 

I love  my  home  and  my  cul-de-sac  of  neat  homes,  manicured  lawns,  pruned 
bushes  and  towering  palm  trees. 

But  I feel  guilty. 

There  is  an  old  Navajo  saying:  "Nima,  nizhe'e  baa  aholya  --  take  care  of 
your  mother,  take  care  of  your  father." 

It  is  a tradition  every  Navajo  child  is  taught. 

It  is  a tradition,  a way  of  life,  that  I have  broken  with  my  distance. 

I live  in  a house  where  hot  water  boils  simply  by  punching  buttons  on  a 
microwave  oven. 

My  mother  must  build  a fire  before  she  can  boil  water. 

If  I lived  nearby,  I could  order  my  teenage  daughter  to  chop  wood  and 
build  a fire  for  them.  She  could  fill  the  shelf  with  cut  wood  every  day. 

When  I was  a child,  six  people  held  our  family  together  like  a tight 
weave  in  my  aunt's  patterned  rugs.  They  were  my  paternal  grandmother 
Edith;  her  daughters,  Dora,  Lutie  and  Jeanette;  and  my  mother,  Dorothy, 
who  married  Edith's  son  Willie,  my  late  father. 

Jeanette  cared  for  my  late  paternal  grandmother,  feeding  her  soft  food, 
cleaning  her  bed  and  making  sure  Edith  wore  clean  clothes.  My  girl  cousins 
cared  for  their  late  mother,  Lutie,  during  her  last  illness. 

In  our  generation,  more  than  30  children  emerged  from  this  camp. 

"Don't  be  scared,  Yahze  (little  one),"  my  mother  would  tell  me.  "You  are 
among  your  relatives." 

I felt  warm  and  safe  then. 

I do  the  best  I can  for  them  now. 

I make  the  four-hour  drive  about  twice  a month,  taking  my  two  daughters 


with  me.  We  stay  the  weekend,  chopping  and  hauling  wood,  getting  their 
truck  repaired  and  herding  sheep. 

During  dry  spells,  we  haul  barrels  filled  with  water  to  the  livestock 
tanks . 

When  the  heavy  work  is  done,  we  cook,  wash  dishes  and  clean  clothes. 

I have  tried  to  persuade  my  mother  and  aunt  to  come  share  my  easy  life, 
but  they  don't  want  to  leave  their  sheep,  their  familiar  things,  their 
home. 

Occasionally,  my  mother  agrees  to  visit.  I remember  one  such  weekend  in 
1997.  She  fell  asleep  on  the  couch  watching  a college  football  game.  She 
wasn't  interested  in  my  husband's  attempt  to  show  her  the  Web.  And  when  I 
took  her  to  the  Heard  Museum,  the  Southwest  native  exhibits  bored  her. 

" ' A' lk' idaa 'yee  --  that's  the  old,"  she  told  me. 

What  did  she  want  to  see? 

A fabric  shop,  she  said. 

She  spent  hours  touching  and  admiring  the  fabrics,  especially  the 
velveteen  and  silk,  which  are  handsome  barter  for  the  services  of  a 
medicine  man. 

While  most  of  the  conveniences  in  my  house  failed  to  interest  my  mother, 
the  tub  did.  During  her  two-day  visit,  she  took  four  50-minute  baths, 
luxuriating  in  hot  water. 

Each  time  she  left  the  tub,  my  daughter  scrubbed  off  the  red  ring  of 
dirt  common  in  northern  Arizona. 

Weeks  later,  we  heard  from  relatives  how  my  mother  summed  up  our  urban 
lifestyle:  We  slept  a lot  and  allowed  machines  to  control  us,  she  said. 
Particularly  annoying  was  the  noisy  machine  that  browned  bread  and  spat  it 
out . 

"The  city  makes  people  lazy,"  Dorothy  was  quoted  saying.  "People  say 
they  go  to  work,  then  they  come  home,  sit  down  and  watch  television." 

One  time  I asked  my  mother  to  spend  an  entire  week  with  me.  She  declined. 

"I'll  be  alone.  I can't  communicate  with  my  granddaughters  or  your 
husband,"  she  said  in  Navajo.  "What  will  I do  here  while  you  work?  I have 
my  relatives  and  my  flock  at  home.  Who  will  care  for  my  sheep?" 

My  mother  and  aunt  are  proud  of  their  vigorous,  seminomadic  lifestyle. 
They  snort  at  the  wilderness  and  the  hardships. 

They  drive  a 1990  Toyota  pickup  with  200,000  miles  on  it,  following 
their  sheep  and  goats  from  one  camp  to  another. 

They  value  sheep,  relatives  and  sprawling  land  tied  to  their  religion  of 
hozho:  beauty,  balance,  calm  and  stability. 

"We  are  able,"  my  mother  tells  me  each  time  I visit.  But  I notice  her 
limp  grows  worse  and  more  wisps  of  white  hair  peek  out  from  beneath  her 
blue  scarf. 

When  we  were  growing  up,  no  one  told  us  how  to  care  for  our  parents  and 
still  make  our  way  in  the  world. 

My  father  encouraged  us  to  hold  tight  to  our  religion  and  Ke',  a term 
that  defines  how  Navajos  relate  and  treat  each  other. 

"Saanii  doo  baa  jood  loh  da,  baa  jighaah  --  don't  make  fun  of  elders, 
because  you'll  get  there  eventually,"  he  said.  And  "if  you  have  children, 
raise  them  yourself,  because  grandparents  are  too  worn  out  from  working 
with  the  sheep  to  care  for  your  children." 

But  he  also  told  us  to  get  jobs  and  support  our  families. 

He  encouraged  us  to  go  out  and  work,  but  he  forgot  to  tell  us  to  come 
back. 

My  father  spent  his  last  three  years  in  a nursing  home,  immobilized  from 
the  effects  of  Parkinson's  disease.  Relatives  criticized  us  for  allowing 
him  to  wither  away  in  a nursing  home  while  we  worked  to  improve  ourselves. 

The  remarks  hurt. 

We  pledged  to  do  better  for  my  mother  and  leanette. 

Last  winter,  my  sister  and  two  brothers,  two  of  Jeanette's  sons  and  I 
met  to  discuss  how  we  should  care  for  the  aging  sanis,  an  affectionate 
term  for  old  women. 

"They  were  there  when  we  were  young,"  said  my  eldest  sister,  Earlene, 
who  lives  in  Salt  Lake.  "They  fed  us,  kept  us  warm  and  made  decisions  for 
us  at  one  time.  Now  it  is  our  turn  to  help  them." 

This  is  called  Nihidaah  nijikai  --  children  meeting  their  elders  on 


their  journey  to  old  age,  called  sa ' in  Navajo. 

We  discussed  selling  their  flock  of  goats  and  sheep,  but  the  sanis  were 
horrified.  "Dooakot'ee  da  - that's  not  how  it's  done,"  they  said. 

We  agreed  that  ideally,  either  my  sister  or  I would  return  to  the 
reservation  and  care  for  the  ladies  full  time,  lobs,  however,  are  scarce 
in  Navajoland.  And  we  have  children  to  raise. 

Finally,  we  agreed  that  my  cousin  Vera,  who  lives  nearby  with  her  two 
young  children,  would  look  after  the  sanis.  She  would  chauffeur  them  to 
clinics,  read  their  mail  and  help  them  with  the  sheep  when  she  can. 

In  return,  the  six  of  us  would  help  Vera  with  basic  needs,  such  as 
hauling  wood  or  buying  clothes  and  groceries. 

So  we  live  with  the  compromise  - and  the  guilt  that  it  is  not  enough. 

And  Vera  is  armed  with  our  phone  numbers. 


Betty  Reid  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at 
betty.reid@pni.com  or  by  phone  at  (602)  444-8885. 
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The  visions  of  Cha  Tullis 
By  Dim  Butcher 
c.  Daytripper 
8/29/99 

Fie  has  a new  vision  and  would  like  to  have  10,000  acres,  but  will  settle 
for  less,  in  a final  creative  adventure  that  will  bring  even  more  visitors 
to  Flominy.  Today  about  230,000  art  lovers,  tourists,  curiosity  seekers  and 
others  visit  this  Osage  County  town  to  see  his  40  murals  which  brighten 
downtown  and  has  made  Flominy  an  important  stop  when  visiting  northeastern 
Oklahoma . 

The  first  vision  of  Cha  Tullis,  a Blackfoot  Indian,  began  in  1990  in 
which  the  local  chamber  of  commerce  offered  him  black  paint  to  begin  a 
series  of  murals  as  part  of  the  Oklahoma  Flomecoming  '90  celebration  with 
the  completion  of  three  murals.  Fie  has  spent  from  four  hours  to  as  many  as 
200  hours  per  mural  and  using  five  to  22  gallons  of  paint. 

Fligh  on  a hill  to  the  northwest  of  Flominy  appear  15  dark  figures  on 
horseback.  They  hold  lances,  feathers  dangle  from  their  hair  and  fringe 
from  their  clothing  stands  stiff  in  the  breeze. 

Even  from  downtown  Flominy  they  are  an  imposing  sight  on  the  horizon,  a 
tableau  of  just-arrived  visitors  titled  "New  County,"  according  to  writer 
Ann  DeFrange.  "On  top  of  the  hill,  it  is,  therefore  amazing  that  they  are 
thin,  metal  silhouettes  firmly  planted  in  the  ground." 

The  figures  stand  between  16  and  19  feet  tall.  Their  total  weight  is 
about  30,000  pounds.  They  are  mounted  in  some  6,800  pounds  of  cement  and 
braced  by  2-inch  oil-field  pipe  and  sucker  rods  in  54  holes  dug  five  feet 
in  the  ground. 

Tullis  calls  the  natural  pedestal  Flominy  Flill,  the  place  where  he  played 
in  his  youth.  Soon  after  he  started  the  murals,  in  1990,  the  familiar  hill 
connected  with  the  image  of  Indians  on  horseback. 

Fle's  through  with  the  massive  sculpture.  As  far  as  he's  concerned,  it 
belongs  to  the  town  and  the  owners  of  the  hill  now.  Like  the  murals, 

Tullis  has  not  been  paid  for  any  of  the  artwork  he's  created  for  the 
Flominy  public.  No  one  gets  to  tell  him  how  to  do  free  work,  he  said. 

The  third  and  final  vision  of  this  likeable  man,  who  started  drawing  at 
the  age  of  2,  is  a sculptured  art  park,  a concept  he's  developed  over  many 
years  of  imagining.  It  will  include  his  home,  a gallery  for  his  artwork, 
outdoor  sculptures,  places  for  people  to  come  and  stay  and  forget  that 
they  are  in  the  21st  century. 


He  isn't  concerned  about  the  fact  that  this  project  also  has  no  funding. 
"It  will  be  done/'  he  said. 

"The  secret  to  life  is  someone  to  love,  something  to  do,  something  to 
look  forward  to.  We  make  life  too  complicated,"  he  has  been  quoted. 

When  you  come  to  the  park,  you  may  stay  for  a day  or  a month,  being 
stripped  of  the  mechanics  and  technology  of  today's  civilization  and 
discover  who  you  really  are. 

"Here,  you  will  get  away  from  what  man  thinks  is  entertainment,"  Tullis, 
43,  said.  "Here,  whether  you  are  8 or  98,  you  will  be  able  to  let  your 
hair  down  and  feel  the  clay  between  your  fingers." 

He  see's  the  project  as  a "long,  long  road  to  reality.  But  it  will 
happen  before  I die." 

"RE : Site  May  Unlock  Tragic  History  of  the  Caddo"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Sep  1999  07:51:46  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  08-31-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Texas  Archaeological  Site  May  Unlock  Tragic  History  of  the  Caddo 
Culture:  The  tribe  occupied  a vast  stretch  of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Arkansas 
and  Oklahoma  for  a millennium,  but  in  1840s  those  who  survived  were  forced 
onto  a reservation. 

By  MIKE  DRAGO, 
c.  Associated  Press 
c.  8/30/99 

AUSTIN,  Texas--In  a nondescript  state  office  building,  Mark  Parsons  sorts 
remnants  of  a once-great  civilization  into  cardboard  box  lids. 

There  are  colorful  pottery  shards.  Rusted  pieces  of  a flintlock  gun. 
Scores  of  emerald-green  and  blood-red  beads--each  meticulously  assigned  a 
serial  number. 

Parsons  and  state  archaeologists  are  reconstructing  the  recent  history  of 
the  Caddo,  American  Indians  who  for  a millennium  occupied  a vast  stretch 
of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  until  160  years  ago,  when  they 
were  forced  onto  a reservation. 

An  excavation  sponsored  by  the  Texas  Historical  Commission  is  underway 
in  east  Texas;  the  project  has  confirmed  the  site  near  Caddo  Lake  as 
Sha ' chadinnih,  the  last  Caddo  village. 

Dim  Bruseth,  director  of  the  commission's  archeology  division,  ranks 
Sha ' chadinnih  alongside  the  Alamo--and  among  Texas'  most  important 
historical  sites. 

"For  a long  period  of  time  there's  been  a real  bias  in  terms  of 
identifying  important  Anglo-American  sites  in  Texas,"  he  says.  "Here  we 
have  one  of  the  most  important  Native  American  sites  in  Texas,  not  only 
because  of  the  artifacts  we  find  but  also  because  it  represents  the  last 
location  of  a culture." 

Before  their  land  was  gradually  taken  by  European-Americans  and  the 
Osage,  the  Caddo  farmed,  hunted  and  traded  from  villages  established 
throughout  the  region.  Parsons  calls  them  a powerful  people,  revered  by 
other  Indians  as  "the  father  of  tribes." 

In  "Caddo  Indians:  Where  We  Come  From,"  historian  Cecile  Carter  writes 
that  "the  Caddo  appear  to  have  been,  even  in  the  earliest  times,  very  good 
diplomats,  able  to  establish  good  relations  with  tribes  along  their 
borders . " 

Carter  traces  the  tribe's  earliest  reference  back  five  centuries,  when 
Indians  told  Spanish  explorers  of  a nation  to  the  north  with  a strong 
sociopolitical  structure,  where  "no  one  dared  cross  their  borders  without 
permission . " 

In  the  late  1700s  and  early  1800s,  the  Caddo  became  a political  force 
due  to  geography,  positioned  between  the  Americans  and  the  Spanish  in  what 
would  later  become  Texas.  The  state,  incidentally,  is  named  for  the  Caddo 


word  for  "friend/'  pronounced  "taysha." 

"They  were  being  courted  right  and  left  and  made  all  these  promises/' 
Bruseth  says.  "Then  just  as  soon  as  those  issues  got  resolved  and  Texas 
became  a republic,  the  Caddo  were  no  longer  important.  So  they  were  kicked 
out  of  their  homeland." 

Sha ' chadinnih  is  a phonetic  approximation  of  the  Caddo  name.  The 
language  was  never  written.  The  village  was  settled  in  about  1800  after 
disease- -probably  smallpox  imported  from  Europe--decimated  their 
population.  The  survivors--some  2,000  villagers--might  have  been  the 
remnants  of  several  Caddo  groups  trying  to  preserve  their  tribe  by 
boosting  population,  Bruseth  says. 

The  Caddo,  who  mistakenly  believed  their  land  was  part  of  U.S.  territory 
when  in  fact  it  was  Mexico's,  sold  it  to  the  United  States  in  1835.  Then 
the  last  of  them  left  in  1842,  relocated  first  to  a reservation  near  the 
Brazos  River  and  then  to  Oklahoma  in  the  1850s. 

"Today,"  Bruseth  says,  "the  Caddo  are  largely  relegated  to  a footnote  in 
our  history  books,"  their  story  "one  of  terrible  tragedy." 

Lost  for  a century  and  a half,  Sha ' chadinnih  was  found  in  six  weeks  by 
two  Louisiana  men. 

laques  Bagur,  a historian  at  Louisiana  State  University  in  Baton  Rouge, 
scoured  maps  from  the  1800s.  Then  Claude  McCrocklin,  an  amateur 
archaeologist  from  Shreveport,  used  Bagur 's  research  and  spotted  a distinct 
loop  in  lames  Bayou  on  an  1841  map. 

McCrocklin  found  the  same  loop  on  a modern  map,  near  the  bend  where 
Caddo  Lake  sweeps  northeast  into  Louisiana,  and  headed  there  with  a metal 
detector  early  last  year. 

It  wasn't  long  before  he  found  the  village  site,  amid  70-foot  pines  on 
gently  rolling  terrain  about  40  miles  northeast  of  Marshall.  International 
Paper  Co.  owns  the  land  in  Marion  County. 

"It  was  great,  the  satisfaction,"  says  McCrocklin,  a retired  west  Texas 
cattle  buyer.  "This  had  been  looked  for  [for]  many  years." 

The  Cypress  Valley  Alliance,  a nonprofit  group  dedicated  to  preserving 
the  county's  history  and  environment,  supported  an  exploratory  dig  last 
February  by  lining  up  free  motel  rooms  and  meals  while  McCrocklin,  Parsons 
and  others  probed  75  square  yards. 

Experts  are  already  drawing  conclusions  based  on  some  1,350  artifacts 
recovered.  To  Parsons,  tiny  brass  thimbles  sewn  on  Caddo  clothing  suggest 
trading  with  whites  who  manufactured  them.  To  Bruseth,  the  ear  of  a brass 
kettle  suggests  Caddo  pottery  already  had  lost  importance. 

Some  finds,  such  as  shards  of  engraved  pottery,  might  even  help  modern 
Caddoans  reclaim  the  lost  art  of  their  ancestors. 

Stacy  Halfmoon,  the  tribe's  cultural  affairs  officer,  endorses  such 
gains,  physical  as  well  as  spiritual.  "There  is  much  to  be  learned,"  she 
concedes,  "as  long  as  we  can  do  it  in  a way  that  is  respectful." 

Other  Caddoans--about  4,000  reside  in  southwestern  Oklahoma--are  less 
enthusiastic  about  the  salvage.  The  tribe  wants  to  help  decide  what  to  do 
with  artifacts  and  where  to  excavate  next.  "We're  glad  to  have  that 
information.  We  want  to  know,"  Halfmoon  says  of  the  find.  "We  would  like 
the  opportunity  to  express  our  opinion  on  the  disposition  of  the  site." 

Under  Texas  law,  artifacts  belong  to  International  Paper.  But  forester 
Neil  McGinness,  representing  the  company,  says  several  hundred  acres  near 
the  site  may  be  designated  "unique  areas"  to  be  protected.  "We're  really 
trying  to  do  something  that  would  please  everybody,"  he  says. 

Duke  DeWare  says  the  Cypress  Valley  Alliance  that  he  heads  will  stake  no 
claim  to  artifacts,  despite  the  group's  hopes  to  set  up  displays.  And, 
McGinness  adds,  although  a few  relics  might  displayed  locally,  most  will 
likely  be  returned  to  the  tribe. 

The  biggest  question  may  not  be  display,  but  pay.  Five  more  months  of 
work  could  yield  a good  idea  of  what's  there.  So  far,  the  state  has 
budgeted  no  funds  to  study  the  site,  though  the  legislature  could  allocate 
them. 

Says  Bruseth:  "It's  a great  project  waiting  to  be  funded." 
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Report:  Indian  Tribes  Need  Help 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
9/8/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Despite  high-profile  successes  of  a few  American  Indian 
tribes  with  casinos,  most  tribes  still  need  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  more  each  year  to  meet  basic  needs,  a federal  report  says. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  calculated  that  tribes  get  about  a third  of 
the  money  they  need  for  programs  such  as  child  welfare,  courts,  land 
management  and  assistance  to  the  elderly.  In  the  1998  fiscal  year,  federal 
funding  fell  short  by  about  $1.2  billion  in  those  areas,  the  report  said. 

Meanwhile,  166  of  more  than  550  tribes  had  casinos  in  1996,  with  28 
tribes  losing  money  and  only  54  tribes  making  casino  profits  worth  more 
than  $10,000  per  tribal  member.  The  basic  BIA  funding  to  those  tribes  is 
only  about  $10  million  a year,  or  about  $185,000  per  tribe,  the  report 
said . 

"The  results  of  shifting  federal  Indian  policies,  coupled  with  limited 
resources  and  investments  in  Indian  communities  and  Indian  people,  cannot 
quickly  be  reversed  by  a few  good  years  of  casino  revenues,"  said  the 
report . 

The  report  was  obtained  Wednesday  by  The  Associated  Press.  Kevin  Gover, 
the  head  of  the  BIA,  and  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  are  scheduled  to 
release  its  findings  at  a news  conference  Thursday. 

Congress  had  asked  for  the  report  - due  in  April  - amid  debate  over 
whether  the  BIA  should  shift  funding  from  successful  casino  tribes  to  more 
poverty-stricken  tribes.  A study  by  Congress'  General  Accounting  Office 
found  that  some  smaller  and  relatively  affluent  tribes  got  much  more 
funding  per  person  from  the  BIA  than  larger,  poorer  tribes. 

Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  has  criticized  the  disparity  for  years  and 
made  several  attempts  to  force  the  BIA  to  shift  funding  from  richer  tribes 
to  poorer  ones.  Gorton's  spokeswoman,  Cynthia  Bergman,  said  the  new  BIA 
report  is  disappointing  because  it  offers  few  recommendations. 

"It's  so  frustrating,"  Bergman  said.  "It  sounds  like  they  waited  six 
months  to  opt  for  the  status  quo,  and  the  rich  tribes  will  continue 
getting  richer  and  the  poor  tribes  will  continue  to  get  poorer." 

Tribes  have  opposed  proposals  to  redirect  the  BIA  funding,  arguing  that 
they  do  not  get  enough  money  to  begin  with  and  that  such  funding  is  part 
of  the  federal  government's  constitutional  and  treaty  obligations. 

"The  tribes  hold  a firm  position  that  it's  not  your  money,  the  money  was 
there  for  the  benefit  of  our  people,"  said  Ron  Allen,  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

The  BIA  report  agrees  that  the  tribal  funding  should  not  be  reallocated. 

"The  predominant  view  (among  tribal  leaders)  is  that  all  tribes  are 
underfunded,  and  to  take  from  one  tribe  and  give  to  another  is  only  trying 
to  equalize  the  poverty,"  the  report  said. 

The  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is  likely  to  hold  a hearing  on  the 
issue  either  later  this  year  or  early  next  year,  said  Chris  Changery, 
spokesman  for  committee  Chairman  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo. 
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A major  minority 
By  OMER  GILLHAM 
c.  Tulsa  World 
9/8/99 

Indians  are  no  strangers  in  this  strange  land 

For  many  people  in  eastern  Oklahoma,  English  is  a second  language.  Others 
don't  speak  English  at  all. 

The  language  in  which  they  think  and  live  is  Cherokee. 

Ask  Terry  Mays,  a non-Indian  school  official,  who  was  reared  in 
Oklahoma's  "most-  Indian"  county  --  Adair  County.  Mays,  41,  attended 
Greasy  High  School,  south  of  Stilwell.  He  is  fluent  in  Cherokee,  a 
language  that  officials  say  still  is  spoken  by  about  15,000  Cherokees. 

"I  learned  the  language  because  all  my  friends  growing  up  spoke  some 
Cherokee,"  said  Mays,  who  is  the  superintendent  of  Rocky  Mountain  Schools. 
"It  was  a simple  but  wonderful  way  to  live.  We  ate  together,  went  to 
school  together  and  stayed  over  at  each  others'  house.  I saw  no 
differences  among  us." 

U.S.  Census  records  show  that  42  percent  of  Adair  County's  20,112 
residents  claim  to  have  American  Indian  blood.  Mays  believes  that  the 
percentage  is  much  higher,  possibly  70  percent  or  80  percent. 

Adair  County  is  among  eight  northeastern  Oklahoma  counties  that  make  up 
the  state's  Top  10  Indian  counties.  Cherokee  County  has  more  Indian 
residents  than  Adair  County;  however,  the  area  is  second  in  American 
Indian  percentage  with  32.4  percent.  Cherokee  Nation  headquarters  are 
located  in  Cherokee  County  in  Tahlequah. 

"I  wouldn't  change  a thing  about  the  way  I was  raised  or  where  I was 
raised,"  Mays  said.  "I  can  still  go  to  the  houses  of  my  (Indian)  friends 
and  I bet  there  would  be  welcomes  and  food  on  the  table." 

Being  Oklahoma's  "most-Indian"  county  gives  Adair  County  a different 
flavor.  Cherokee  is  often  spoken  at  rural  schools,  such  as  Bell  and 
Dahlonegah.  Bilingual  signs  adorn  business  fronts,  and  discussions  about 
tribal  sovereignty  rank  alongside  gun  control  or  abortion. 

It  also  means  that  the  turnout  for  4th  of  Duly  activities  is  equaled  by 
those  attending  the  Cherokee  National  Holiday,  which  corresponds  with  the 
Labor  Day  weekend.  Columbus  Day  is  tolerated  but  not  observed  by  many 
Adair  and  Cherokee  county  residents. 

Every  other  person  on  an  Adair  County  roadway  is  either  American  Indian 
or  believes  he  is.  Only  16  blacks  and  22  Asians  inhabit  the  entire  county, 
according  to  1997  Census  estimates. 

Cherokee  language  teacher  and  tribal  Vice  Chief  Hastings  Shade  said  12, 
000  to  15,000  elders  and  young  adults  continue  to  speak  Cherokee  and 
observe  native  customs.  The  tribe,  the  second-largest  in  the  nation, 
claims  202,000  members  worldwide.  At  least  5,000  full-blood  Cherokees 
remain  alive  and  can  trace  their  lineage  to  Trail  of  Tears  survivors, 
tribal  officials  said. 

The  white-Indian  relationship  in  Adair  County  stays  mostly  sunny  because 
both  races  accept  one  another  on  a meaningful  level,  said  Cheryl  Sequichie 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation  office  in  Stilwell,  the  county  seat. 

"We  respect  white  people  because  they  respect  us,"  Sequichie  said.  "They 
don't  look  down  on  you  when  you  speak  your  language,  but  it's  a different 
matter  in  other  counties.  You  can  feel  the  stares  and  the  intolerance." 

Adair  County  District  1 Commissioner  Roy  Ogden  said  the  Cherokee  Nation 
cooperates  fully  with  county  government. 

"I  have  nothing  but  positive  things  to  say  about  the  Cherokees,"  said  Og 
den,  a non-Indian.  "They  work  with  us  on  the  roads.  They  are  involved  in 
the  schools.  It's  a solid,  working  relationship." 
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More  bands  consider  logging  without  permit 

The  Vancouver  Sun  Kim  Pemberton  in  Kelowna  and  Dim  Beatty  in  Victoria 

Two  more  B.C.  Indian  bands  may  join  the  Westbank  band  in  logging  land 
without  Victoria's  permission,  band  representatives  said  Wednesday. 

Members  of  the  Okanagan  and  Adams  Lake  bands  will  vote  within  the  next 
two  weeks  on  whether  to  go  ahead  with  their  own  logging  operations. 

The  B.C.  government  was  expected  to  issue  a formal  stop-work  order  to 
the  Westbank  band  today,  after  the  band  ignored  a verbal  request  from 
forest  ministry  officials  Wednesday  to  stop  logging. 

Chief  Ron  Derrickson  said  the  work  will  continue  until  he  gets  a 
commitment  from  Victoria  to  negotiate  a timber  deal  for  the  band. 

Forest  Minister  Dave  Zirnhelt  spoke  with  Derrickson  on  Wednesday,  but 
refused  to  negotiate  a timber  deal.  "We  won't  negotiate  while  they're 
conducting  an  illegal  activity." 

Zirnhelt  said  there  is  nothing  in  the  province's  Forest  Act  that  allows 
government  to  directly  allocate  large  quantities  of  timber  to  native  bands 
That,  he  said,  would  have  to  be  negotiated  at  the  treaty  table. 

Meanwhile,  Okanagan  band  Chief  Dan  Wilson  told  a press  conference  at  the 
Westbank  tribal  nation's  office  Wednesday  that  native  groups  are 
frustrated  with  just  "getting  the  crumbs"  in  their  own  territory. 

"We  fully  agree  with  the  Westbank  strategy,"  said  Wilson. 

Penticton  Chief  Stewart  Phillip,  who  is  also  president  of  the  B.C.  Union 
of  Indian  Chiefs,  said  aboriginal  communities  are  becoming  angrier  about 
being  denied  access  to  resources  on  their  own  land. 

"The  government  continues  to  pursue  a policy  of  economic  marginalization 
In  our  view  it's  economic  racism." 

More  than  a dozen  Westbank  band  members  began  logging  on  Crown  land 
without  the  appropriate  tree-cutting  licences  at  about  1 p.m.  Tuesday.  By 
late  Wednesday,  they  had  filled  20  logging  trucks  as  they  cut  into  19 
hectares  of  timber  claimed  as  being  on  traditional  territory. 

The  logging  is  taking  place  about  20  kilometres  northwest  of  Westbank, 
just  across  Lake  Okanagan  from  Kelowna. 

Both  Derrickson  and  Zirnhelt  took  steps  Wednesday  to  quell  fears  the 
logging  could  turn  violent. 

"I  have  instructed  my  staff  unequivocally  that  they  are  not  to  use  foul 
language,  there  will  be  no  drinking,  there  is  to  be  no  one  there  that  is 
unauthorized,"  Derrickson  said. 

"If  somebody  tries  to  arrest  them,  [I've  told  them  to]  lay  down." 

Said  Zirnhelt:  "Above  all  we  intend  to  keep  the  peace." 

Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  said  the  province  has  no  easy 
solution  to  the  Westbank  band's  problems. 

"Even  though  we  want  to  do  something  with  First  Nations  to  give  them  the 
economic  wherewithal  to  prosperity  and  success  and  all  of  that,  you  can't 
overnight  suddenly  manufacture  harvesting  rights  because  the  resource  is 
allocated  [to  forest  companies]." 

The  province  annually  issues  timber  cutting  licences  to  large  companies 
for  about  7.6  million  cubic  metres  of  wood  from  the  aboriginal  area 
claimed  by  the  Westbank  Indians. 

Of  that,  the  band  asked  the  province  for  600,000  cubic  metres  of  timber 
annually.  But  the  forest  ministry  offered  small  amounts  of  wind-blown  and 
burned  timber  outside  the  band's  traditional  territory. 
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"American  Indian  Lawmaker  Urges  Railroad  to  Respect  Tribes," 

The  Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  10  September  1999. 

["Huron,  S.D.:  The  Dakota,  Minnesota  and  Eastern  Railroad  project  will 

be  good  for  the  state  and  Indians,  state  Rep.  Ron  Volesky  says.  But 
Volesky,  D-Huron,  also  said  Thursday  the  company  must  be  sensitive  to  the 

rights  of  Indian  tribes  in  western  South  Dakota.  Volesky,  a member  of  the 

Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  said  meetings  with  DM&E  officials  have  convinced 
him  the  railroad  is  committed  to  taking  care  of  Indian  people.  Of  concern 
to  them  are  treaty  rights,  cultural  rights  and  sacred  sites,  he  said  ...  "I 
see  it  as  a real  opportunity  for  development  of  our  Indian  tribes  out 
west,"  he  said.  "I  don't  see  it  as  an  opportunity  or  a time  of 
confrontation . ' " ] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 
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"Mashantucket  Pequots  Protest  Against  Tribal  Money  Management," 

The  Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  10  September  1999. 

["Mashantucket,  Conn.:  A group  of  Mashantucket  Pequots  is  criticizing 
tribal  leadership,  arguing  their  moves  are  widening  a gulf  between  the 
wealthy  and  the  poor  on  the  reservation.  About  60  tribal  members 
demonstrated  Thursday  outside  of  the  reservation.  The  protesters  complained 
the  leadership  is  flawed,  secretive  and  spends  too  much  money  on 
frivolous  items  that  only  increase  the  tribe's  debt."] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 
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Tianen,  Dave.  "Indian  Music  Enjoys  Soaring  Success," 

Milwaukee  Journal  Sentinel,  10  September  1999,  19. 

[The  trickle  has  become  a stream  and  the  headwaters  for  a river  are 
starting  to  build.  Native  American  music  traditionally  has  been  a droplet 
in  the  popular  music  pond.  In  the  '70s,  the  L.A.  rock  band  Redbone  and 
Canadian  folk  rocker  Buffy  Sainte-Marie  achieved  mid-level  stardom,  but 
their  success  never  translated  into  anything  resembling  a national  Indian 
music  scene,  with  radio  support,  its  own  record  labels,  a diverse  community 
of  nationally  known  artists  and  even  its  own  awards  show.  All  of  that  has 
come  to  pass  in  the  '90s.  Although  not  nearly  as  dramatic  as  the  commercial 
breakthrough  for  Latin  music.  Native  American  music  has  been  experiencing 
its  own  distinct  surge  in  popularity  . . . The  root  sound  of  Native  American 
music  is  the  traditional  flute  and  percussion  known  as  powwow  music.  But 
artists  Native  American  and  non-Native  American  have  been  augmenting  and 
experimenting  with  it  in  many  ways  ..."I  think  that  shows  the  culture  is 
dynamic  and  we  are  constantly  evolving,"  [Flutist  Douglas]  Spotted  Eagle 
said.  "The  real  strength  of  Native  American  music  is  in  the  four  words:  We 
Are  Still  Here."  ...  In  some  ways,  the  Native  American  music  phenomenon 
mirrors  the  surge  in  popularity  for  Celtic  music.  Soundtracks  for 
"Titanic,"  "Rob  Roy,"  "Last  of  the  Mohicans"  "The  Long  Journey  Home" 
fueled  the  Celtic  boom.  In  the  same  way,  movie  and  television  projects  such 
as  "Dances  With  Wolves,"  "500  Nations,"  "The  Way  West,"  "Wolves,"  "Smoke 
Signals"  and  Peter  Buffett's  "Spirit"  have  all  brought  Native  American 


sounds  before  a new  audience.] 
http://www.jsonline.com/ 
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"Concern  About  School  Racism  Widespread  Among  Indian  Parents," 

The  Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  11  September  1999. 

["Pablo:  Concern  about  racism  is  widespread  in  Montana  schools  with  large 
American  Indian  enrollments,  researchers  told  a statewide  Indian  parent's 
forum  in  Pablo  on  Friday.  "Racism  was  the  underlying  theme  throughout  all 
our  discussions"  with  parents,  trustees,  teachers,  administrators  and 
students,  said  Denise  Duneau  of  the  Indian  education  office  in  the  state 
Office  of  Public  Instruction.  Duneau  and  Mike  Detty,  another  Indian 
education  specialist  at  OPI,  spent  much  of  the  last  year  traveling  to 
school  districts  on  Montana's  seven  Indian  reservations.  They  also  visited 
urban  school  districts  with  significant  Indian  enrollments.  Duneau  said 
many  schools  they  visited  were  dirty,  poorly  maintained  and  lacked  a 
welcoming  environment  for  Indian  students  and  parents  . . . Duneau  said  many 
Indian  parents  and  students  also  worry  that  their  schools  are  doing  little 
to  prepare  Indian  students  for  college  and  off -reservation  employment. 

Data  show  that  schools  with  high  Indian  enrollment  are  almost  always  the 
schools  with  lowest  academic  achievement."] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 
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Kucera,  Doshua.  "Two  Years  Later,  Still  No  Progress  in  Rosebud  Girl's 
Murder,"  The  Associated  Press  State  & Local  Wire,  11  September  1999. 
["Mission,  S.D.:  Ask  just  about  anyone  here,  and  they'll  tell  you  who  they 
think  killed  Richynda  Roubideaux.  Almost  two  years  ago,  the  11-year-old 
girl  was  found  dead  in  a remote  wooded  area  just  north  of  Mission,  the 
largest  town  on  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Indian  Reservation.  The  FBI,  which 
investigates  major  crimes  on  reservations,  has  not  made  any  arrests  in  the 
case.  But  rumors  continue  to  circulate  in  Mission  that  three  of  the  girl's 
male  relatives  killed  her  after  a week-long  binge  of  drinking  and  doing 
methamphetamine  . . . Posters  advertising  the  reward  remain  posted  all  over 
town,  though  they  are  yellowing  from  the  sun.  And  Richynda  is  still  in 
people's  thoughts  two  years  later,  said  Teema  LaDeaux,  one  of  her  relatives 
...  As  in  similar  cases,  the  FBI  is  a flashpoint  for  criticism  that  it 
doesn't  adequately  investigate  crimes  in  Indian  Country.  "If  they  did  do  a 
good  job,  somebody  would  have  been  arrested  by  now,"  LaDeaux  said."] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 
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Palazzetti,  Agnes.  "Tribal  Council  May  Consider  Impeachment  of  President," 
The  Buffalo  News,  11  September  1999,  5C. 

["Duane  D.  "Dim"  Ray,  president  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians,  may  be 
facing  the  toughest  battle  of  his  short  political  career.  At  a meeting  next 
Saturday,  the  tribal  council  is  to  consider  a request  to  open  impeachment 
proceedings  against  Ray,  who  has  been  entangled  in  a power  struggle  with 
the  councilors  --  including  those  from  his  own  Seneca  Party  -for  most  of 
his  first  year  in  office  . . . One  of  the  casualties  of  the  internal  struggle 


has  been  a high  stakes  Indian  gambling  casino  in  Western  New  York  . . . Ray, 
who  could  not  be  reached  to  comment  Friday,  has  persisted  in  his  attempts 
to  override  the  casino  compact  negotiating  team  appointed  by  the  tribal 
council  by  naming  his  own  executive  negotiating  team.  He  also  has  held 
secret  meetings  with  members  of  Gov.  Pataki's  negotiating  team  and  with 
interested  casino  developers  both  in  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls."] 
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Hill 

Phone:  303-449-9244  Fax:  303-444-6349 


Press  Release 

NAROPA  INSTITUTE  SUED  BY  FORMER  STUDENT 
WHO  CHARGES  FRAUD  AND  OUTRAGEOUS  CONDUCT 

Tribal  leaders  have  traveled  to  Boulder,  CO  to  examine  charges  of 
cultural  genocide  leveled  at  Naropa  Institute  in  a lawsuit  to  be  filed  by 
Indian  activist  attorney  Mr.  Lee  Hill  on  behalf  of  former  Naropa  student, 
Mrs.  Lydia  White  Calf.  Attorney  Hill  has  been  one  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
lawyers . 

Ms.  White  Calf  is  married  to  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Oglala  Lakota 
Nation.  In  court  papers  White  Calf  charges  Naropa  with  Fraud  and 
Intentional  Misrepresentation,  sponsoring  "Spiritual  Hucksterism, " 
"spiritual  tourism,"  Negligent  Hiring  and  Supervision,  Harassment,  and 
outrageous  conduct  in  an  attempt  to  conceal  the  truth  about  its  very 
profitable,  but  corrupt,  "Native  American  Studies  Program." 

The  complaint  states  that  Naropa  was  made  aware  by  White  Calf  of  the 
illegal  use  of  animal  body  parts  such  as  feathers  and  eagle  bones  by  non- 
natives, a violation  of  Federal  Law.  Naropa  published  advertisements, 
catalogs  and  course  descriptions  claiming  "Native  American  Studies" 
courses  were  taught  by  qualified,  competent  and  appropriately  credentialed 
faculty.  This  was  false.  The  complaint  charges  that  certain  of  the  faculty 
were  completely  unqualified  and  that  the  courses  taught  distorted  Indian 
issues  and  presented  inaccurate  information.  Despite  complaints,  Naropa 
did  nothing  to  correct  the  problems. 

Well-known  Indian  activist  Russell  Means,  a leader  of  the  traditional 
Lakota  Nation  and  leader  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  along  with  other 
supporters  is  traveling  to  Boulder  to  appear  at  the  press  conference  with 
Ms.  White  Calf  . Mr.  Means  is  a staunch  advocate  of  Indian  Rights, 
traditional  culture  and  spirituality  who  stood  at  Wounded  Knee  on  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  during  the  1973  standoff  with  the  U.S.  government. 

Mr.  Rudy  lames.  Leader  of  the  Kuiu  Thlingit  Nation  of  Alaska  and 
Chairman  of  the  United  Native  Nations  (an  international  Indigenous 
organization)  has  flown  into  Boulder  for  the  press  conference  following 
meeting  with  California  gaming  tribes,  lames'  Tribe  made  international 
headlines  for  the  banishment  of  two  Thlingit  youth  to  remote  tribal 
islands  in  Alaska. 

Boulder  attorney,  Mr.  Lee  Hill  will  file  suit  against  the  Naropa 
Institute  in  Boulder  District  Court  Thursday,  September  9,  1999  at  9:00  am. 
The  Press  Conference  will  follow  on  the  steps  of  the  Courthouse.  Mr.  Hill 
and  others  will  be  available  to  answer  questions  following  the  filing. 

---END--- 


For  full  text  of  legal  pleading  please  see: 

http: //www. geocities . com/Cap itolH ill /9672/ 
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"RE : McCain  and  Gorton  Remain  Worlds  Apart"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  21:58:39  -0700 

From:  "Mark  N.  Trahant"  <mtrahant@seattletimes . com> 

Sub j : McCain  and  Gorton  remain  worlds  apart  on  Indian  treatment 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ local /html98/tr a h_19990912. html 

Posted  at  11:07  p.m.  PDT;  Sunday,  September  12,  1999 
Mark  Trahant  / Times  Staff  Columnist 

McCain  and  Gorton  remain  worlds  apart  on  Indian  treatment 

Are  Sens.  Slade  Gorton  and  Dohn  McCain  really  in  the  same  political 
party? 

Both  call  themselves  conservative  Republicans.  Both  will  be  on 
Washington's  GOP  primary  ballot  on  Feb.  29,  Gorton  running  for  re-election 
to  the  U.S.  Senate  and  McCain  making  a presidential  bid. 

And,  to  be  fair,  on  most  issues  these  two  are  philosophically  closer 
than,  say,  Gorton  and  Washington's  Democratic  senator,  Patty  Murray. 

But  their  views  regarding  federal-American  Indian  relations  could  not  be 
more  different. 

Gorton,  when  state  attorney  general,  carried  the  arguments  against 
tribal  fishing  rights  to  the  Supreme  Court  - and  lost. 

As  a senator,  Gorton  has  been  a consistent  critic  of  tribal  sovereignty 
and  treaty  rights.  He  has  tried  to  use  the  appropriations  process  to  strip 
tribes  of  governmental  authority,  shift  federal  dollars  away  from 
wealthier  tribes  and  rewrite  the  historical  government-to-government 
relationship. 

Indian  affairs  is  rarely  an  issue  that  drives  voters.  But  it  can  open  a 
lens  that  reveals  much  about  candidates  and  their  views  of  the  world. 

In  contrast  to  Gordon,  picture  McCain  under  the  Window  Rock  - a large 
hole  surrounded  by  red  sandstone  - at  the  Navajo  Veterans  Memorial  a few 
weeks  ago.  McCain  waits  patiently  while  a woman  prays  in  Navajo,  then 
while  another  sings  the  national  anthem  with  a drum. 

The  senator  notes  the  irony:  The  U.S.  government  once  forbade  Indians 
from  speaking  in  their  own  language;  then,  during  World  War  II,  the 
government  encouraged  Indians  to  use  their  native  language  skills  to 
transmit  code  across  the  Pacific;  now  a native  woman  sings  - in  native 
tongue  - an  anthem  to  that  government. 

McCain  champions  tribal  sovereignty  and  treaty  rights  because,  he  says, 
America's  honor  is  at  stake.  "Go  back  and  read  the  treaties  and  you'll 
have  little  doubt  about  the  obligations,"  he  said  during  his  campaign  stop 
in  the  Navajo  Nation. 

McCain  promised  that  if  elected  president  - "and  I wouldn't  place  any 
bets  on  that  at  a Native  American  casino,"  he  said  - he'll  return  to 
Window  Rock  before  his  inauguration.  "We  will  talk.  I will  listen  and 
we'll  forge  new  policies  for  our  nation,"  he  said. 

McCain's  commitment  was  born  in  1983,  when  House  Interior  committee 
Chairman  Morris  Udall,  the  late  Arizona  Democrat  and  a longtime  advocate 
of  tribal  rights,  asked  him  to  be  the  Republican  voice  on  Indian  matters. 
Most  of  McCain's  advisers  urged  him  to  pass  because,  no  matter  what  he  did, 
it  wouldn't  help  him  win  elections. 

But  he  said  he  "was  honored  to  get  close  to  Morris  Udall,"  who  taught 
him  to  respect  this  country's  solemn  treaty  obligations.  McCain  eventually 
became  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  and  worked  closely 
with  Udall  on  legislation,  winning  praise  - and  votes  - from  his  American 


Indian  constituents. 

McCain,  a Navy  fighter  pilot  and  Vietnam  prisoner  of  war,  also  is 
popular  because  of  the  high  concentration  of  military  veterans  on 
reservations . 

"There's  a higher  percentage  of  Native  American  names  on  the  Vietnam 
wall  than  those  in  any  other  population  group,"  McCain  said.  In  every  war, 
he  adds,  Indian  country  sent  its  young  people  first. 

McCain's  visits  to  reservations  weren't  designed,  at  least  originally, 
to  win  votes,  but  there  has  been  a payoff.  Even  former  Navajo  President 
Peterson  Zah,  who  has  long  been  active  in  Democratic  Party  politics,  is 
urging  supporters  to  register  Republican  and  vote  for  his  friend,  McCain, 
in  Arizona's  presidential  primary. 

"If  you're  a Democrat,  like  me,  you  can  change  over  (to  the  GOP)  during 
the  primary,  and  then  back  again  later  . . . that's  allowable  under  the 
rules,"  Zah  said  at  the  rally. 

Back  here  in  Washington,  American  Indian  voters  don't  even  need  to 
change  parties  to  vote  for  or  against  Gorton  (any  voter  can  pick  up  either 
party's  ballot).  But  there's  already  considerable  fund  raising  and  other 
anti-Slade  slates  at  work  for  the  2000  election. 

If  that  seems  odd,  remember  that  federal  Indian  policy  has  never 
followed  predictable  party  lines. 

Several  decades  ago,  for  example,  Washington  Sen.  Henry  Dackson,  a 
Democrat,  supported  bills  in  Congress  to  terminate  the  federal 
government's  relationships  with  tribes.  But  he  changed  his  mind  in  the 
early  1970s  when  President  Nixon,  a Republican,  supported  tribal  self- 
government  . 

Even  today  many  American  Indians  have  fond  memories  of  the  Nixon  White 
House  and  its  Indian  policy  - the  same  sort  of  hopes  they  have  for  a 
McCain  administration. 

(Copyright)  1999  Seattle  Times  Company 

"RE : Camp  Dustice  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  13:25:06  -0500 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Camp  Dustice  update  9/11/99/FWD.  from  Kola 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Date:  Sat,  11  Sep  1999  16:18:19  -0600 
From:  "Sandra  Matchen"  <cle@onlinecol . com> 

Sub j : Camp  Dustice  - Update 

Note:  All  news  releases  from  Camp  Dustice  must  be  approved  by  Leader,  Tom 
Poor  Bear 

Send  money,  anything  you  can,  even  if  it  is  $5,  to  help  with  maintaining 
amp  Dustice,  along  with  letters  of  Support  you  have  written,  copies  of  news 
articles  for  the  families  of  the  victims  (they  don't  get  many)  to: 

Camp  Dustice,  c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear,  P.0.  Box  823,  Pine  Ridge  SD  57770 

If  you  can,  when  you  come  to  march  or  help  maintain  Camp  Dustice  please 
ring  lots  of  food,  camp  supplies  of  any  kind.  Money  sent  will  be  used  to 
continue  our  efforts  and  pay  the  expenses.  Send  Donations  of  food  & supplies 
or  Camp  Dustice: 

Camp  Dustice  c/o  Fay  Cedar  Face,  200  Eastridge  Rd,  Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 
Please  network  this  information. 

<+>=<+> 

http: //users . sky net . be/ kola/ 
http : //kola-hq . hypermart . net 
<+>=<+> 

if  you  want  to  be  removed  from  the  KOLA 
Email  Newslist,  just  send  us  a message  with 
"unsub"  in  the  subject  or  text  body 


RE:  Pictou-Branscombe  Justice  Website 


Date:  Thursday,  September  09,  1999  1:50  PM 
From:  APictou  <apictou@aol . com> 

Sub j : Pictou-Branscombe  "Justice  Website" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


NEW  PAGES  on  "Bring  Justice  for  Anna  Mae"  website 
by  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

http://members.aol.com/APictou/pictou-branscombe.html 

"Biography"  with  photo  of  Robert  at  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash ' s 
grave  on  Pine  Ridge  reservation-Oglala , South  Dakota. 

"Tribute  to  Veterans  of  War"  Receiving  Silver  Star,  and  messages  extracted 
from  high  profile  Military  of  the  Purple  Heart  magazine. 

"Interview  Transcripts"  (unedited)  The  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  (1-1/2 
minutes  of  transcripts  from  a recording,  dating  back  to  1975  just  months 
before  she  was  killed.  Anna  Mae  speaks  of  being  surrounded  and  questioned 
by  FBI. 

Anna  Mae's  daughters,  Denise  and  Deborah  and  cousin  Robert  are  interviewed, 
sharing  memoirs  and  goals  for  the  new  millennium  and  statements  regarding 
the  investigation  into  the  death  of  Anna  Mae. 

"RE : NC  Wants  Execution  of  Eddie  Hatcher"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  09:16:32  -0400 

From:  "Clyde  Crashcup"  <clyde_crashcup@netzero . net> 

Sub j : Eddie  Hatcher  - some  recent  news 

Hey  Gary  --  attached  is  some  recent  news  about  Eddie  Hatcher.  If  you  already 
have  it,  sorry  for  the  duplication.  If  you  decide  to  run  it  in  the 
newsletter,  please  credit  A-INFOS,  not  me. 

Thanks,  --  C.C. 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  2 Sep  1999  16:24:56  GMT 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : USA/Corruption : NC  wants  execution  of  Native  activist  Eddie  Hatcher 
Newsgroup : mi sc . activism. progressive 


A-INFOS  NEWS  SERVICE 
http : //www . a infos . ca/ 


EDDIE  HATCHER:  STATE  CALLS  FOR  EXECUTION!!! 

District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  and  the  media  of  Robeson  County,  North 
Carolina  have  already  convicted  Tuscarora  Indian  activist  Eddie  Hatcher 
and  called  for  his  execution!  Will  you  allow  the  white  establishment  to 
put  Eddie  Hatcher  to  death? 

ONLY  YOU  CAN  STOP  THIS... 

On  June  1,  1999,  Indian  activist  Eddie  Hatcher  was  surrounded 
at  a busy  intersection  by  dozens  of  state  and  local  agents  and  thrown  to 
the  pavement,  hand-cuffed  and  arrested.  He  was  charged  with  First 
Degree  Murder  and  other  weapons  charges.  Eddie  was  immediately 
taken  to  North  Carolina's  highest  security  prison.  Central  Prison,  and 
placed  in  maximum  lockup  next  to  death  row. 

Eddie  says,  "I  had  forgotten  how  much  this  state,  this 
government  hates  me.  They  are  moving  beyond  all  speed  in  this  case. 


They  are  trying  me  for  my  life.  They  are  trying  to  put  me  on  death  row. 

And  something  about  this  case  really  scares  me." 

Robeson  County  District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  says  Eddie 
Hatcher  should  be  put  to  death.  The  state  seeks  the  death  penalty 
because  of  Eddie's  past  convictions  - the  takeover  of  The  Robesonian 
newspaper  offices. 

EDDIE  HATCHER:  Former  Political  Prisoner 

Eddie  Hatcher  is  known  worldwide  for  his  action  of  February  1, 

1988  when  he  occupied  the  offices  of  The  Robesonian  newspaper  in 
Lumberton,  North  Carolina,  in  a desperate  attempt  to  focus  attention  on 
corruption  in  Robeson  County.  Eddie  demanded  that  the  government  investigate 
local  and  state  officials'  involvement  in  major  drug  trafficking; 
investigations  into  more  than  two  dozen  unsolved  murders,  mostly 
Natives  and  Blacks;  investigations  into  the  local  judicial  system;  and 
investigations  into  the  death  of  a young  African  American,  who  died 
under  suspicious  circumstances  in  the  Robeson  County  jail 

The  takeover  ended  peacefully.  One  of  the  hostages.  Bob 
Horne,  former  editor  of  The  Robesonian,  walked  out  of  the  building  with 
Eddie.  "Somebody  called  in  and  said  they  were  going  to  gun  them 
down...  I went  out  with  them  to  make  sure  that  didn't  happen.  That 
wouldn't  have  been  right,"  says  Thorne. 

Eddie  became  the  first  person  prosecuted  by  the  Federal 
Government  under  Ronald  Reagan's  1984  Anti-Terrorist  Act.  Between 
his  arrest  and  his  trial,  seven  witnesses  scheduled  to  offer  testimony  to 
support  Eddie's  allegations  of  government  drug  trafficking  were  murdered 
or  died  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

After  a three  week  trial  in  federal  court,  where  Eddie  was 
ordered,  by  Judge  T.  Boyle,  to  represent  himself,  the  jury  found  Eddie 
not  guilty  on  all  counts.  They  said  he  was  justified  in  his  actions.  Six 
weeks  later,  in  December  1988,  Eddie  was  re-indicted  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  same  charges  he  had  been  cleared  of  in  federal 
court . 

Eddie's  attorneys,  including  William  Kunstler,  were  removed 
from  the  courtroom  by  Judge  R.  Farmer  and  again  Eddie  was  forced  to 
represent  himself. 

On  February  14,  1990,  Eddie  was  sentenced  to  18  years,  with  a 
projected  parole  date  of  1992.  Still  imprisoned  in  1993,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  declared  Eddie  Hatcher  a political  prisoner.  They, 
along  with  Amnesty  International  and  many  prominent  people  including 
Senators,  Congressmen,  and  movie  stars,  demanded  Eddie's  release 
from  prison. 

Eddie  was  forced  to  serve  7 years  and  was  not  released  until 
May  1995,  after  he  was  denied  medical  treatment  by  the  prison  for  AIDS 
related  pneumonia  and  almost  died.  He  was  then  held  on  house  arrest 
and  intensive  parole  for  an  additional  two  years  until  1997. 

The  documentary,  "Takeover:  The  Trials  of  Eddie  Hatcher," 
which  was  released  in  1998,  details  Eddie  Hatcher's  life  and  his  long 
battle  with  a corrupt,  racist  government.  It  has  won  countless  awards 
across  the  country  and  has  been  shown  on  PBS  stations  nationwide. 

AFTER  PAROLE 

In  1998,  after  completing  all  paroles,  Eddie  returned  to  Robeson 
County  and  again  became  very  vocal  in  local  politics,  even 
contemplating  running  for  public  office. 

Now  the  District  Attorney  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  say 
that  Eddie  Hatcher  drove  down  a dark  country  road,  in  a 5-speed  truck, 
on  a curve,  and  shot  through  a house  that  sits  more  than  200  feet  down 
a slope,  and  shot  a man  right  between  the  eyes  with  a high  powered 
rifle.  Eddie's  right  arm  is  permanently  disabled.  He  could  have  not  done 
this.  Yet,  if  the  corrupt  courts  of  North  Carolina  continue  as  they 
have,  Eddie  will  receive  the  death  penalty. 

Now  Eddie  sits  in  maximum  lockup  in  Central  Prison.  He  has 
refused  government  appointed  attorneys  and  was  ordered  to  represent 
himself  by  Judge  F.  Floyd.  Judge  Floyd  implied,  in  open  court,  that  as 


long  as  Eddie  had  writing  paper  and  a pen,  this  was  all  he  needed  to 
defend  himself  on  a capital  murder  charge. 

This  is  Robeson  County.  This  is  North  Carolina...  the  Mississippi  of 
the  New  Millennium. 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP. . . 

We  need  your  help.  We  are  in  desperate  need  of  emergency  funds  to 
operate  the  small  office,  which  is  all  volunteer.  We  need  money  for 
postage,  printing,  and  telephones. 

We  need  you  to  write  or  call  the  prison  system  and  let  them  know  we 
are  watching  the  case  of  Eddie  Hatcher.  Write  or  fax: 

Theodis  Beck,  Secretary 
North  Carolina  Dept,  of  Correction 
214  West  Hones  Street,  4201  MSC 
Raleigh  NC  27699-4201 
Fax:  (919)  733-4790 

We  need  you  to  write  the  following  news  organizations  and  ask  that  they 
closely  monitor  this  case: 

WRAL-TV  5 
PO  Box  12000 
Raleigh  NC  27606 
Fax:  (919)  821-8541 

WTVD-TV  11 
PO  Box  2243 
Fayetteville  NC  28302 
Fax:  (910)  323-0120 

Fayetteville -Observer 
203  North  Elm  Street 
Lumberton  NC  28359 
Fax:  (910)  738-7742 

Associated  Press 
Dennis  Patterson 
Suite  300 

4020  West  Chase  Blvd. 

Raleigh  NC  27607 
Fax:  (919)  834-1078 

We  need  you  to  contact  these  people  and  demand  that  Eddie  receive  a 
fair  trial: 

Governor  Him  Hunt 
Office  of  the  Governor 
116  West  Hones  Street 
Raleigh  NC  27603 
Fax:  (919)  715-3175 

Attorney  General  Michael  Easley 
2nd  Floor  Hustice  Building 
2 East  Morgan  Street  - PO  Box  629 
Raleigh  NC  27602 
Fax:  (919)  716-6750 

Senator  Frank  Ballance 

Room  53,  Legislative  Office  Building 

Raleigh  NC  27601 

United  States  Senator  Hohn  Edwards 
825  Hart  Building 
Washington  DC  20510 
Phone:  (202)  224-3154 


You  can  write  to  Eddie  at: 


Eddie  Hatcher 
Central  Prison 
1300  Western  Blvd. 

Raleigh  NC  27606 

Eddie  has  been  asking  for  reading  material  but  the  prison  will  only 
accept  books  mailed  directly  from  the  publisher.  If  you  can  afford  it, 
please  order  a book  from  an  independent  on  line  book  seller  and  have  it 
sent  to  Eddie  at  the  prison. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  help,  contact: 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  2702 

Pembroke  NC  28372 

Phone:  (910)  521-8850 

Tuscarora  Tribe  Fax:  (910)  521-1996 

email:  parc@prisonactivist . org 

A website  is  now  under  construction  for  Eddie  at 
http: //www. prisonactivist .org 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 

The  A-Infos  News  Service 

COMMANDS:  lists(3tao . ca 
REPLIES:  a- infos-d@lists . tao . ca 
HELP:  a-infos-org@lists.tao.ca 
WWW:  http://www.ainfos.ca/ 

INFO:  http://www.ainfos.ca/org 

- "RE:  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month"  - 

Date:  Wed,  08  Sep  1999  10:44:44  -0600 
From:  Zoltan  Grossman  <mtn(3igc  . ape . org> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month 

Zoltan  Grossman 
Midwest  Treaty  Network 
mtn@igc . ape .org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month,  November,  1999 
>From  Leonard  Peltier: 

This  is  a unique  time  for  Leonard  Peltier.  The  revelations  of  FBI 
misconduct  at  Waco,  the  White  House  clemency  offered  to  Puerto  Rican 
political  prisoners,  and  Leonard's  deteriorating  medical  condition  all 
make  it  important  for  us  to  redouble  our  efforts  for  his  freedom.  Please 
see  http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/content.html  for  background  on  the 
Peltier  case,  including  its  connection  to  mining  in  South  Dakota. 

The  1975  Oglala  shootout  was  less  than  two  months  after  the  U.S.  defeat 
in  Vietnam.  If  U.S.  military  veterans  can  make  peace  with  the  Vietnamese, 
why  cannot  the  US.  government  make  peace  with  the  American  Indian 
Movement? 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

>Message  from  Leonard 
"My  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

It  is  hard  for  me  to  believe  that  the  year  2000  is  so  quickly 
approaching  us.  As  I sit  in  this  cell  and  think  about  my  grandchildren  who 
are  growing  up  so  fast,  my  friends  who  have  passed  on,  and  the  many  years 
of  my  life  that  have  been  stolen  from  me,  I remind  myself  of  the  attention 
my  own  suffering  has  brought  to  the  realities  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
everywhere.  I know  that  my  own  persecution  has  become  a symbol  of  the 
persecution  all  of  our  people  face  everyday. 

But  I have  not  given  up  hope  for  freedom.  Today  I am  asking  you  to  stand 
up  and  represent  me  and  everything  I am  so  proud  of,  the  dignity, 
spirituality  and  pride  of  the  First  Nations  Peoples  of  the  world. 


My  dream  is  to  continue  what  the  trail  of  Broken  Treaties  started;  an 
event  that  will  have  an  historical  and  lasting  effect  in  the  minds  and 
consciousness  of  the  public.  We  are  hoping  to  carry  out  such  an  event  this 
November  in  Washington,  D.C.  November  will  be  a critical  time  for  my 
freedom  campaign. 

This  December  will  be  Clinton's  last  likely  chance  to  grant  me  Executive 
Clemency.  My  defense  team  will  have  been  steadily  lobbying  Congress  to 
support  clemency  for  two  months  prior  to  the  event.  Therefore,  November 
will  be  an  important  time  for  a strong  show  of  public  support.  The  irony 
is  that  at  the  same  time,  "Native  American  Heritage  Month"  and  the 
Thanksgiving  holiday  will  be  occurring  and  will  be  bringing  additional 
attention  of  Native  Americans  into  the  public,  making  November  an 
important  month  to  bring  real  issues  of  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  U.S. 
into  the  limelight  of  the  media. 

I believe  that  we  can  accomplish  a successful  campaign  to  do  this  if  we 
all  pull  our  resources  together.  I can  visualize  all  the  colors  of  our 
Native  Nations'  flags  flying  high  around  a culturally  brilliant  and 
attention  attracting  event  in  front  of  the  White  House  this  Fall.  The 
thought  of  different  Indigenous  Nations  coming  together  in  unity  to 
support  sovereignty,  human  rights,  dignity,  cultural  preservation,  and  my 
freedom,  warms  my  heart.  Please  read  the  proposal  attached  to  find  out 
more  about  our  plans  and  how  you  can  help.  Thank  you. 

In  the  spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  Leonard  Peltier" 


Return  to:  LPDC,  P.0.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  Ks.  66044,  785-842-5774  (t), 
842-5796  (f),  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 

Name Address  


Tel/fax/email 

We,  the  members  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  are  writing  to 
ask  for  your  support,  endorsement  and  collaboration  regarding  our  plans 
for  a November,  1999  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  in  Washington,  D.C..  . . 
It  is  clear  that  the  judicial  system  in  the  United  States  has  utterly 
failed  Mr.  Peltier.  . . President  Clinton  has  the  power  to  grant  clemency 
to  Leonard  Peltier  at  any  time,  and  the  U.S.  Congress  is  charged  with 
overseeing  the  correct  conduct  of  affairs  by  such  agencies  as  the  U.S. 
Parole  Board  and  the  FBI.  Even  misconduct  by  the  courts  is  subject  to 
comment  and  review  by  the  Congressional  judiciary  committee.  . . 
Traditionally,  Clemency  Petitions  are  granted  by  the  President  at  the  end 
of  each  year.  November  will  thus  be  a critical  month.  Moreover,  the  Parole 
Board  could  reconsider  Leonard's  parole  situation  in  the  early  spring, 
making  a November  action  extremely  timely. 

Our  actions  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  very  strong,  but  non- 
violent in  all  ways,  as  requested  by  Mr.  Peltier  himself.  We  will  ask  all 
sectors  of  society  to  join  us  in  Washington,  D.C.  for  as  long  as  they  are 
able  to  arrange.  The  event  will  begin  on  November  1,  1999,  with  Native 
American  ceremonial  runners  at  the  historical  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia. 
After  a speech  and  prayer  session  there,  they  will  run  all  the  way  to  the 
White  House  in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they  will  be  met  by  all  local 
supporters  and  a religious  leader  of  high  standing,  such  as  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  together  with  a Native  American  religious  leader  of  equal 
standing.  Together  they  will  welcome  the  runners  and  officially  open 
Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month.  We  plan  to  erect  ceremonial  teepees  behind 
the  White  House  for  the  month,  and  conduct  a Native  American  ceremony  in 
front  of  the  White  House  each  and  every  morning,  inviting  public 
attendance.  Meanwhile,  ten  young  Native  Americans  will  carry  out  a Freedom 
Fast  for  Peltier  in  front  of  the  White  House  from  November  1 through 
Thanksgiving  day  itself,  underscoring  the  urgent  need  to  grant  him  justice 
at  last. 

Additionally,  we  are  asking  for  cultural  activities  including  dancing, 
drumming,  and  singing  from  different  Indigenous  nations  to  represent  the 
pride  for  Native  tradition  and  culture  that  Mr.  Peltier  has  always 
advocated.  We  will  also  invite  peoples  of  all  races  to  carry  out  support 
activities,  both  in  Washington  and  at  home.  Such  activities  could  include 


such  educational  efforts  as  a reenactment  of  the  massacre  of  Wounded  Knee 
in  key  public  parks  and  other  symbolic  places. 

Throughout  the  month,  Mr.  Peltier's  family  and  friends  will  work 
carefully  with  Congressional  offices,  and  there  will  also  be  carefully 
coordinated  work  with  the  domestic  press  corps.  For  those  who  cannot 
travel  to  Washington,  D.C.,  a coordinated  and  massive  telephone  campaign 
to  the  White  House  will  be  organized. 

Our  goals  are  both  educational  and  political.  The  true  facts  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  case  are  well  known  and  notorious  abroad,  but  have  been 
heavily  censored  within  the  United  States.  We  must  teach  the  American 
people  what  has  truly  taken  place,  and  urge  them  to  speak  out.  Most 
importantly  we  must  bring  these  facts  to  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress. 

They  alone  can  bring  the  appropriate  and  effective  pressure  to  bear,  both 
upon  President  Clinton  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Parole  and  the  FBI  itself. 

Please  give  us  your  full  support.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a gifted  Native 
American  leader  who  still  has  much  to  give  his  people.  23  years  of  his 
life  have  been  taken  away  and  his  health  is  beginning  to  fail.  Please  help 
to  obtain  justice  and  freedom  for  him  so  that  he  can  continue  to  give  his 
gifts  to  us  all. 

We  wish  to  formally  endorse  the  November  1999  Freedom  Month  for 

Leonard  Peltier. 

We  wish  to  financially  contribute  to  the  costs  of  the  Freedom  Month. 

Enclosed  is  a check  to  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  for  this  purpose. 

We  wish  to  support  this  event  by  organizing  or  participating  in  the 

regional  telephone  banks  for  this  campaign.  Please  send 
information . 

We  live  the  Washington,  D.C.  area  and  would  like  to  help  by  offering 

our  homes  to  participants  in  the  prayer  ceremonies, 

and/or  by  providing  transportation  to  and  from  the  local  airports. 

We  would  like  to  help  by  organizing  a cultural  or  religious  ceremony 

for  Lafayette  park  during  the  month  of  November. 

Please  contact  for  details. 

We  would  like  to  organize  fundraising  activities  or  otherwise  help  to 

raise  funds  to  help  cover  the  costs  of  this  campaign. 

Please  contact  us. 

We  wish  to  travel  to  D.C.  to  participate  in  this  event  and  show  our 

solidarity. 

We  would  like  to  help  organize  a busload  of  people  to  come  to  D.C. 

We  have  a vehicle  and  would  be  willing  to  carpool  with  others 

traveling  to  D.C. 

We  would  like  to  help  with  artwork  for  the  November  event. 

We  cannot  travel  to  D.C.  but  would  like  to  help  organize  teams  to 

address  our  Congresspeople  in  their  local  district  offices. 

We  would  be  interested  in  training  to  participate  in  the  dignified 

re-enactment  of  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee. 

We  would  be  willing  to  participate  in  the  dignified  re-enactment  of 

the  massacre  of  Wounded  Knee,  even  if  it  involved  civil 
disobedience. 

Other?  (please  specify): 

"RE : Peltier  CD"  

Date:  13  Sep  1999  19:16:58  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (IT  Road) 

Sub j : PELTIER  CD--note  from  Harvey  Arden 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

ALL- 

Hey... hello  again,  alt. native. 

I've  been  out  giving  readings  from  Leonard's  book  wherever  I'm  asked 
and  can  get  to--mostly  by  local  Peltier  groups  in  various  cities.  Have 
to  do  it  on  a shoestring  since  publisher  gives  little  help.  Almost  no 
national  or  even  regional  reviews  or  coverage  of  the  book.  The  corporate 


media  have  built  a wall  of  silence  around  Leonard's  book--as  they  have 
around  Leonard  himself  and  virtually  all  Indian  people  and  struggles. 

Still,  I go  wherever  I'm  asked  and  read  his  words.  People  are  VERY  moved 
and  appreciative. 

While  I was  in  New  Orleans  two  weeks  ago  a digital  recording  was  made  of 
my  70-minute  reading  of  excerpts  from  Leonard's  book  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY 
LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE,  and  a well-known  N.0.  blues  musician.  Reverend  Goat 
Carson  (he  also  runs  the  annual  White  Buffalo  Festival)  along  with  CD 
producer  George  Ingmire  of  Mi  Abuelo  Productions,  are  setting  the  reading 
against  a background  track  of  drum,  buffalo- jawbone  harp  and  other 
blues/native  instruments.  They  give  Leonard's  words  an  amplitude  and 
resonance  that's  really  quite  astounding- -at  least  to  this  admittedly 
nonobjective  listener!  A CD  is  now  being  produced,  to  be  released  in 
November  in  time  for  the  BIG  PUSH  for  Leonard's  freedom. 

We're  hoping  to  get  PREORDERS  NOW  at  $17.50  (including  s/h)  per  CD  to 
finance  the  manufacture.  If  you  know  any  individuals  or  groups  who 
would  like  to  preorder  the  CD--and  enable  us  to  press  more  copies--I 
would  be  appreciative  if  you  could  put  them  in  touch  with  me  either  at 
lTRoad@aol.com  or  rick@wisdomkeepers.com.  Or  have  them  call  me  at 
1-202-244-4693.  The  CD  will  retail  for  an  industry  standard  $22.95 
--so  preorders  at  $17.50  each  save  $5.45  each;  5 or  more  copies 
ordered  by  groups  or  vendors  (or  individuals)  can  be  had  for  $12.50  each 
(inc.  s/h)  --a  $10.45  savings  (or  profit)  per  CD. 

We're  looking  for  "salespersons"  who  can  get  as  many  PREORDERS  as 
possible  so  we  can  manufacture  in  quantity--hopefully  reducing  both 
costs  and  the  price.  Perhaps  you--or  some  people  you  know--could  help 
get  paid  preorders?  If  so,  for  orders  over  20,  we  are  offering  $1.50 
"commission"  for  each  CD  PREORDERED  AND  PAID  IN  ADVANCE.  Hey,  maybe  you 
could  make  a few  bucks  and  help  Leonard's  cause  at  the  same  time!  Or  maybe 
you  know  someone  who  would  like  to  try?  As  Leonard  says  in  his  book,  "Be 
an  Army  of  One!"  Hope  you  can  help  us  break  down  the  Wall  of  Silence! 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  WISDOMKEEPERS,  L.L.C.  and  sent  to: 

PELTIER  CD 

THE  WISDOMKEEPERS  PROIECT 
4101  Legation  St.,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20015 

We  will  shortly  have  a notice  about  this  on  our  website: 
www . wisdom keepers . com 

Please  post  this  wherever  you  think  appropriate.  Many  thanks! 

/Harvey  Arden 
Leonard's  editor 
202-244-4693 

— "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  1999  19:41:37  -0400 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

September  26  will  be  a time  for  us  to  join  the  Native  Prisoners  at 
USP-Atlanta  to  celebrate  solstice.  In  honor  of  this  occassion  I am 
again  presenting  requests  for  correspondence  from  some  of  the  men  at 


this  facility.  I originally  posted  this  series  on  Sun,  27  Dun  1999. 

USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system.  They  have  asked  that  I submit 
their  names  to  Wotanging  Ikche's  Native  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  list  --  which  I am 
doing.  I'm  also  broadcasting  their  names  to  others  on  lists  I believe  may 
include  interested  individuals. 

Please  select  one  of  these  guys  and  write.  I've  met  them  all  personally 
and  I believe  any  of  them  would  be  a worthwhile  correspondent.  Because  of 
the  strange  regulations  of  the  prison  system,  believe  it  or  not,  I MAY  NOT 
write  to  any  of  them  because  I meet  with  them  face  to  face  in  the  prison. 

If  this  were  not  so,  I certainly  would  write  them  myself. 

Today  I got  a letter  from  an  online  friend  who's  been  corresponding  with 
two  of  these  inmates.  I'm  quoting  a portion  that  I hope  will  encourage 
others  to  write. 

"Anyway,  just  wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  putting  me  in  contact  with 
them  - I hope  it  is  beneficial  for  them  as  I know  it  sure  is  for  me!  I 
enjoy  writing  to  both  Ed  and  Russ,  and  receiving  their  letters  back." 

Once  more,  I'm  appealing  to  anyone  interested  in  helping  out  at  prisons  to 
get  together  with  me  and  others  working  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Iron  House.  I'm  hoping  to  get  as  many  of  us  together  as  possible  to  exchange 
information  and  support.  I have  a new  e-mail  address.  I'm  sorry  about  the 
length  --  my  old  provider  sold  me  to  Mindspring,  and  they  simply  took  my  old 
address  and  tacked  their  site  information  to  it  --  so  it's 
jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 
study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5'7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair 

Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 
Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 


I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota , a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 

"RE : institute  of  American  Indian  Arts/Santa  Fe"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  04:59:02  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge(3hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts-Santa  Fe 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I have  been  to  Santa  Fe  and  saw  some  Peanut  Butter  Salsa,  and  a number 
of  "healers",  not  that  I have  anything  against  Metaphysics,  it  is  just 
strange  to  see  quite  a few  gathered  in  one  place  and  each  having  their 
shingles  up. 

I dropped  by  the  old  Institute  of  Indian  Arts  which  is  now  the  Pueblo 
school  and  at  present  is  closed.  There  is  some  effort  to  reopen  the 
IAIA  as  a two  year  college  near  or  in  conjunction  with  the  College  of 
Santa  Fe.  Way  back  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  I wanted  to  go  to  school 
there  and  at  that  time  you  had  to  submit  3 pieces  of  artwork  and  3 
letters  of  recommendation.  Luck  would  have  it  that  I belonged  to  the 
biggest  tribe  and  the  doors  were  closed  to  me  because  there  are  much 
more  talented  Navajos  out  there. 

I went  there  and  fell  in  love  with  the  school.  I remember  seeing  the 
potters,  painters,  modern  dance  classes,  singing  groups,  sculptors  and 
artists  in  mosaics,  glass  and  steel  mixed  with  iron  working.  The  talent 
was  amazing.  I was  young  then,  my  hair  long  and  was  at  that  age 
affiliated  with  AIM,  wearing  red  headbands  and  recruiting  throughout 
the  Southwest  with  Dennis  Banks,  Vernon  Bellecourt,  and  many  others.  We 
drove  around  in  a caravan  and  were  allowed  on  campus  to  talk  with  the 
youth  there.  Many  joined  I think  because  they  wanted  to  see  more  than 


militancy,  that  they  have  their  rights  recognized  and  to  redress 
grievances  back  home.  Back  home  was  many  places,  as  there  were  tribes 
represented  from  every  area. 

At  that  time  it  was  lost  to  me  that  the  fact  they  themselves  were  there 
was  a continuation  of  arts,  culture  and  interpretation  of  native  arts 
and  peoples  as  expressed  by  themselves.  I hope  that  the  group  trying  to 
bring  this  all  back  is  successful  in  their  quest  for  funding. 

All  that  remains  of  what  was  is  a museum  across  from  St.  Francis  and 
the  artwork  there.  As  I walked  through  this  place,  I could  not  hear  so 
much  from  the  art  which  was  quite  good,  but  the  walls  of  the  place 
silently  saying  the  lives,  the  hearts,  the  minds  of  native  youth  are 
seeking  a home  and  we  have  none.  So  it  was  in  Santa  Fe,  I don't  mind 
not  getting  into  IAIA  so  much  now,  but  it  would  have  been  one  of  the 
those  forks  in  the  road  Robert  Frost  wrote  about  so  eloquently,  anyway, 
Santa  Fe  is  there  waiting  for  others  to  follow  the  steps  of  Allen 
Houser,  Howard  Draper,  Andy  Tsinijinnie  and  so  many  others.... 

"RE : Poem:  The  Creek"  

Date:  14  Dul  1999  04:19:14  GMT 
From:  sipish@aol.com  (Sipish) 

Sub j : The  Creek 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

If  the  willow  could  talk 

its  roots  embedded  in  the  stream 

It  would  tell  the  story  of  the  creek 

and  the  first  people  it  knew 

and  how  their  laughter 

could  be  heard 

over  the  gentle  ripple  of  water 
caressing  its  banks. 

The  creek  has  a story  to  tell 

in  the  tiny  bits  of  shell 

and  painted  rocks 

in  each  and  every 

thing  they  left  behind 

in  every  cobblestone 

and  pebble 

lie  its  secret 

hidden  in  the  sand 

What  did  they  find 

when  first  they  built  their  bridges? 
relics  from  the  past,  perhaps, 
the  bones  of  my  beloved  ancestors? 

If  only  they  left  it  alone 
to  meander  its  way  through  history 
in  its  own  time  and  in  its  own  way 
If  the  trees  could  talk 
what  would  they  say? 

would  they  tell  you 
the  story  of  times  gentler? 
when  the  people  loved 
each  other  and  the  land? 
my  soul  aches  to  know 
how  it  used  to  be 
among  the  waters  edge 
a song 

sip 

april  1997 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Sep  99  23:16:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  19-25 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

19 

The  dolphins  leap  and  play  upon  the  waves  at  morning;  they  are  the 
eternal  children  of  the  sea. 

20 

The  world  seen  from  the  eye  of  'aeko,  the  eagle,  is  a vast  and 
wondrous  place. 

21 

Our  hopes  and  dreams  inter-weave  in  the  intricate  patterns  of  love, 
aloha . 

22 

For  every  loving  soul,  life  brings  beauty  and  joy. 

23 

This  life  is  but  a brief  moment  in  my  existence. 

24 

Fly  with  me  to  the  high  aerie  of  dreams. 

25 

Take  time  to  hear  the  voices  of  children. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Vechet's  Food  For  Thought"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Sep  1999  21:34:14  -0500 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Sub j : #0009 


Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0009 
Those  with  a Ear,  let  them  hear! 

As  we  reach  the  year  2000,  we  hear  a lot  about  death  and  destruction  and  the 
infamous  Y2K  virus.  I have  been  doing  some  listening  of  my  own.  I hear  the 
sounds  of  labor  pains,  not  mine!  The  sounds  of  the  Earth  preparing  for  a new 
birth  of  life.  Each  time  a natural  disaster  happens,  it  is  a sign  of  these 
labor  pains.  If  you  really  listen  and  watch,  you  can  see  that  now  the  pains 
are  coming  in  perfectly  timed  events  and  as  any  woman  knows,  the  pre  labor 
pains  are  only  the  beginning  of  what  is  to  come. 

The  Bible  has  made  2,500  prophecies,  2,000  of  them  have  come  to  pass  and 
many  of  us  know  that  the  Bible  talks  of  a return  of  the  great  Messiah.  It 
says  when  the  fig  tree  sprouts  new  leaves  and  they  become  tender,  you  know 
that  Summer  is  near,  as  I too  will  return  with  each  labor.  It  is  a promise 
of  a new  world,  where  the  dead  will  rise  with  spirit  and  return  home...  In 
Revelations  it  mentions  the  Four  Horsemen,  now  thought  to  be  the  four 
strains  of  disease  resistant  to  antibiotics. 

Since  1980  the  disease  rate  has  risen  80%.  I think  it  was  1850  the 
population  had  reached  an  all  time  high  of  1 billion  people  in  150  years. 

The  population  will  be  6 billion  on  the  year  2000.  So  if  we  can  produce  5 
billion  people  in  150  years,  who  is  to  say  the  last  500  prophecies  will  not 
be  in  this  life  time,  based  on  that  time  line.  I don't  know  when  the 
Prophecies  started,  but  in  I think  1949,  Israel  became  a state  and  lews  from 
the  North  descended  home  to  Jerusalem,  it  was  also  a sign  that  the  messiah 
would  also  return.  So  in  50  years  we  have  seen  famine,  acts  of  nature. 


disease  and  the  insects  now  carry  disease  like  that  of  Locusts.  I've  heard 
that  African  bees  are  headed  this  way  billions  of  them,  killer  bees.  Could 
these  be  the  invaders  like  that  of  the  locust?  No  one  knows  and  it  says  we 
won't  just  like  a woman  before  birth,  it  will  happen  suddenly.  Is  it 
confirmed  that  the  Earth  is  even  in  labor,  or  is  this  false  labor?  I would 
say  there  is  nothing  false  about  the  timing  and  like  labor  the  pains  worsen 
with  strength  and  come  even  faster.  The  Polar  ice  caps  are  melting  due  to 
global  warming  and  the  sea  is  rising,  and  in  the  Bible  it  says  that  giant 
waves  of  water  coming  will  stop  hearts  because  of  the  disbelief  and  they 
will  fall  to  the  ground  dead  before  the  water  hits!  The  Summers  are  hotter 
and  Winters  are  colder,  this  is  fact  due  to  what  we  know  about  global 
warming,  and  the  green  house  effect  is  releasing  toxic  gases  into  the  air.  I 
heard  along  time  ago,  "when  the  wolves  and  bears  leave  their  homes  and  seek 
food  in  your  back  yard  you  know  then  the  time  is  near".  Also  have  come  to 
pass....  Is  it  too  late  to  stop  this  rebirth?  Yes,  if  anyone  would,  but  it's 
not  too  late  to  change  our  ways. 

The  time  to  retreat  to  our  old  ways  is  upon  us  and  if  we  choose  not  to 
heed  the  drum  we  will  be  lost  and  will  forever  remain  lost  in  agony  like  the 
moment  birth  begins  and  the  pain  is  so  immense  you  don't  know  what 
country  you  are  in  let  alone  your  mothers  maiden  name,  or  care  because  of 
the  intense  pain.  Instead  of  a Epidermal  ( shot  given  to  numb  woman  for 
child  bearing)  we  have  redemption,  it  is  the  only  way  to  surpass  the 
inevitable  future.  Like  Mother  Earth,  my  pain  is  my  strength  and  as  I grow 
older  I've  learn  to  listen  with  two  ears  and  talk  less  with  one  mouth  and 
like  an  ever  changing  season  there  is  a time  for  everything.  The  season  is 
Wisdom...  My  Christian  name  is  Angelina  means  messenger,  my  Indian  name  is 
Kanghiyuha  means  keeper  of  the  crow,  crow  is  black  for  peace,  crow  is  also  a 
messenger,  oh  and  Vechet  is  Jewish  pronounced  Bashet  means,  meant  to  be!  I 
can  only  believe  this  message  is  meant  to  be. 

This  is  not  an  ending  but  a beginning  like  that  of  a new  life  and  in 
bringing  in  a life  we  have  to  bear  down  and  experience  the  pain  of  mass 
destruction  before  we  reap  the  reward  of  all  its  beauty... 

When  I finished  this  I turned  on  the  news  they  were  saying  Christians  were 
flooding  Israel  for  the  wait  of  the  new  coming.  They  were  concerned  that  it 
could  cause  a riot  if  this  doesn't  happen!  Well  I'd  prepare  to  riot  cause 
this  isn't  going  to  happen,  over  YK2.  The  prophecies  are  not  fulfilled.  I 
sound  like  a Christian  eh?  No,  I don't  claim  a religion  but  I do  have  an 
open  mind  to  a lot  of  theories,  besides  the  great  numerologist  Maya  Indians 
predicted  it  would  be  Christmas  2012  which  is  close  enough  for  me.  After  the 
commentary  about  Israel  the  weather  for  the  Nation  came  on  with  soft  music 
and  the  scenery  was  a black  bear  and  two  cubs  searching  for  food  in  a 
dumpster. . . hmmmmmmmmmmmm 

My  Theory:  A lot  of  hype  is  being  focused  on  the  coming  new  year,  I can 
only  imagine  the  chaos  it  will  bring,  I can  only  say  always  prepare  for  the 
inevitable,  expect  the  worst  and  hope  for  the  best! 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  13  September  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

September  17  - 19 
Autumn  Gathering  (traditional) 

Veterans  Park 
Genoa  City,  Wisconsin 
(414)  473-7748  or  (414)  248-2784(daytime) 

September  17  - 19 
The  Great  Mohican  (contest) 

Pow-wow  Grounds 
Londonville,  Ohio 
(419)994-4987  or  (419)  994-4008 


September  18  - 19 


5th  Harvest  (traditional) 

Immanuel  Lutheran  Church 
Mokena,  Illinois 
(630)  961-9323 

September  18  - 19 
Trail  of  Tears  Powwow 

Waterloo,  Alabama  (meals  and  tee-shirts  for  all  dancers) 
(205)  672-0381 

September  23  - 26 

27th  National  Indian  Days  (contest) 

White  Swan  Pavilion 
White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121  ext.  408 

September  24  - 26 
Kituwah  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
(704)  252-3880 

Sept  24  - 26 

Council  Tree  Pow  wow  & Cultural  Festival 
Delta,  Colorado 

(800)  874-1741  or  (970)  874-1718  or  (970)  874-7566 
Email:  deltaco@ocinet.net 

September  24  - 26 
9th  Casino  Morongo  (contest) 

Casino  Grounds 
Cabazon,  California 
(909)  849-3080  ext.  274 

September  24  - 25 
Indian  Trail  (contest) 

Metrolina 

Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(704)  331-4818 

September  25  - 26 

4th  lean  Jacques  Blanchard  (contest) 

Millstream  Fair  Grounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
(419)  894-6927 

September  25  - 26 

Manville  Settler's  Day  (traditional) 

Manville  Sportmen's  Club 
Manville  (Lincoln),  Rhode  Island 
(508)  528-7629 

September  25  - 26 
24th  Honor  the  Eagle 
DeSoto  Caverns  Park 
Childersburg,  Alabama 
(205)  378-7252 

September  25  - 26 

16th  Annual  Powwow  at  the  Indian  Trail  Elementary  School, 

200  Education  Rd,  Indian  Train,  North  Carolina 
No  Adm.  Fee  to  the  public.  Head  Staff  TBA. 

(704)  331-4818  FAX  (704)  331-9501 


October  8-10 


Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 

October  9-10 

Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival 
Cedar  Town,  GA 
(770)  334-3344 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 
High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  3r.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 
National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
pache  Vets  Day  Fai  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 


November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 


Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 
Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 


Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  21:15:13  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Warren  <bwarren@jps . net> 

Sub j : Native  Event 

Cherokees  of  Northern  California 
Fifth  Annual  Gathering  and  Potluck 
Saturday,  September  25 
10am  - Dark 

Hagan  Community  Park 
Rancho  Cordova 

Chase  Drive  and  Coloma  Road  (Behind  Cordova  High  School) 
Lot  A1  - $2.00  Parking  Fee 

GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith 
Deptuy  Chief  Hastings  Shade 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Healing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/HGW 


Date:  Mon,  12  Dul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 


In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
3IM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
3ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
30N  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 


Millie  Ketcheshawno 
Event  Director 


Dames  M.  Fortier 

Event  Coordinator 


The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10038 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 


Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10038 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-September  13  - 19,  1999- 
Treaty  Four  Gathering 
Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 
Heather:  (306)  332-8236 

-September  16  - 19,  1999- 
Schemitzun  99  Intertribal  Powwow 

Mashantucket  Pequot  Reservation,  CT  1-800-224-2676 

-September  18  & 19,  1999- 
Curve  Lake  Annual  Powwow 
Peterborough,  ON  (705)  657-8045 

Treaty  Four  Powwow 

Ft  Qu'Appelle,  SK 

Dudy  Pinay:  (306)  332-1874 

-September  23  - 25,  1999- 
Peepeekisis  First  Nations  2nd  Annual  Arts  Festival 
Regina,  SK  (306)  585-8450 

Council  Tree  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Delta,  CO  (800)  874-1741 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 


Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:16:25  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Fall  Events  -South 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 


INTERSTATE  EVENTS 

Sep.  17-18:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride,  begins  in 
Chattanooga,  TN,  and  ends  in  Waterloo,  AL.  Ride  Schedule:  Meet  at  Ross' 
Landing,  Chattanooga,  leave  at  8:00am  EST  on  Sept.  18;  1st  Stop  - Stevenson, 
AL  [app.  55  miles]  - leave  about  9:00  am  CST;  Stop  #2  - Madison,  AL  [70 
miles]  - halfway  point  & lunch  stop  at  Spencer  Square  & Publix  Shopping 
center  on  Hwy.  20.  Time  to  gas  up  & munch  down.  Trail  of  Tears  Shirts,  Food 
Vendors  nearby.  AL  Harley-Davidson  just  3 miles  west.  Depart  12:00  noon, CST; 
Stop  #3  - McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL  [app.  85  miles]  - leave  3:00pm  CST; 

End  of  Ride  at  Waterloo,  AL  [20  miles],  at  3:30pm  CST.  Total  distance  (one 
way)  230  miles.  Stay  in  the  right  lane.  Left  lane  is  for  cars,  roadguards  & 
police  escorts.  Ride  staggered  & keep  up  with  the  pack.  Official  Road  Guards 
will  wear  orange  vests  - watch  for  & obey  their  signals.  This  ride  is  police 
escorted  all  the  way. Related  events:  Marietta,  GA  - Earl  Small 
Harley-Davidson  will  sponsor  the  Charlie  Maxwell  Memorial  Ride,  leaving  the 
dealership  at  noon  on  Sep  17  to  ride  to  Steel  Harley-Davidson  in  Chattanooga 
& the  TOT  departure  point.  Info:  (770)  919-0000;  Chattanooga,  TN  - Steel 
H-D's  All-Day  Kickoff  Party,  Sep.  17,  10am  - until  ...  Everyone  welcome!2136 
Chapman  Road,  (423)  892-4888;  Sheffield,  AL  - Foster  Harley-Davidson  will 
host  an  Open  House  on  Sep.  17,  and  an  End  of  the  Ride  Party  on  Sep.  18.  Food, 
beverages  & music  all  day.  Everyone  welcome!  Info:  (256)  383-5814; 

Birmingham,  AL  - Group  Ride  to  join  the  main  TOT  caravan,  leaving  6:40am 
from  McDonald's  on  Roebuck  Parkway.  Info:  Perry  White,  Road  Captain,  (205) 
672-0381.  Further  info:  Tennessee  Ride  Leader  & Originator,  Bill  Cason  (423) 
658-5937;  Alabama  Road  Captain,  Terry  Sweet,  (256)  880-5842;  Alabama 
Sponsor/Coordinator,  Jerry  Davis  (256)  259-2509;  Georgia  Road  Captain,  Ken 
Markham  (770)  321-1727.  Website:  www.alabamawaterfowl.org,  or, 
www.inexsys.net  Vendors  interested  in  setting  up  in  Waterloo  should  contact: 
Mayor  Sharon  Baron  (256)  764-3237  or  Janice  Wallace  (256)  764-2709.  There 
will  be  motorcycle-only  parking  on  Main  st.  in  Waterloo,  free  camping  at 
Brush  Creek  & Waterloo  Campgrounds,  a two-day  pow  wow,  and  concert. 


ALABAMA 

Sep.  17-19:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  & Green  Corn  Festival,  Gadsden.  This  event  has 
been  CANCELLED  for  1999. 

Sep.  17-19:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns, 
near  Valley  Head.  Presented  by  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama.  HM: 
Tony  Walkingstick;  HL:  Lisa  Moonfire  Kirchner;HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest  Drum: 
Bull  Run  Singers;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  ST:  Moon  Shadow;  Native  Archery 
Demonstrations:  Jimmy  Taylor;  FP:  Tommy  Wildcat  & Larry  Campbell;  Special 
Guests:  Dr.  Tony  McClure,  author  of  Cherokee  Proud,  & Wolf,  Native  American 
recording  artist.  Schedule: Friday  (school  day),  8am-5pm;  Saturday,  10am-9pm; 
Sunday,  10am-5pm.  Admission:  Adults  - $5,  children  6-12  - $2,  under  6, 
handicapped  & seniors  - free.  Camping  Reservations:  Sally  Eastman  (256) 
635-0024.  Host  Motel:  Quality  Inn  - Fort  Payne  (256)  845-4013.  More  info: 


Pretty  Moon  (256)  593-8102  or  Blue  Thunder  (205)  841-5693. 

Sep.  18-19:  Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Waterloo.  HM:  Bill 
Flood,  HL:  Alaura  Pyle;  HD's:  Buffalo  Heart  & White  Horse.  MC:  Gary  Smith; 
Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Event 
Coordinator:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0381;  Vendor  contact:  Sharon  Baron  (256) 
764-3237.  Other  info:  Milton  Meade  (256)  245-0381. 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival, Desoto  Caverns  Park, Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:  Doe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto 
Caverns  Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  16-17:  The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  Union  Park 
downtown  Ft.  Payne.  THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS  HD:  Southwind, 

MC:  Gary  Smith;  Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard. 
Event  Coordinator:  Derry  Lang.  Info:  Derry  Lang,  (256)  492-5217 


FLORIDA 

Sep.  18:  Marion  County  Cultural  Festival,  Ocala.  This  event  features 
Performing  & Visual  Arts,  Educational  Programs,  Food,  and  participation  by 
the  White  Buffalo  Society's  Native  American  Education  Program,  with  Tipi, 
Drum,  Vendors,  etc.  Sponsored  by  the  Ocala  Daycees.  Info:  TheWBSInc@aol.com 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  18-19:  Ocmulgee  Indian  Celebration,  Ocmulgee  National  Monument,  Macon 
Hours:  10am-6pm.  Free  Admission.  No  camping  on-site.  This  ancient  site  is 
still  considered  sacred  by  the  Muscogee  Creeks.  Address:  1207  Emory  Highway, 
Macon,  GA  31201.  Info:  (912)  752-8257. 

Sep.  25-26:  Pow  Wow  at  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  katinsal@aol.com 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


MARYLAND 

Sep.  19-20:  Nause  Wai  wash  Band  of  Indians  Native  American  Festival, 
Sailwinds  Park,  Cambridge.  Info:  (410)  376-3889. 

Sep.  18-19:  AISSI  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Waldorf.  Info:  (301)  588-0617. 


MISSOURI 

Sep.  17-19:  St.  Francis  River  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Industrial  Park,  Farmington. 
Info:  (573)  756-3658  or  756-8261  after  7pm. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  17-19:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival  & 

Pow  Wow,  Daycee  Park,  Greensboro.  Info:  (919)  273-8686. 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community 
College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail. 

Info:  (704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sep.  18-19:  Indian  Summer  Festival,  Bartlesville.  Info:  (918)  336-2781. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  24-26:  Middle  Tennessee  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Dames  E.  Ward  Agricultural 
Center  on  the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615) 
444-4899  or  Cindy  Yahola  443-1537. 


VIRGINIA 

Sep.  24-26:  Spirit  of  the  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Crozet.  Info:  (804)  946-0421. 
Sep.  25-26:  Chickahominy  Native  American  Festival,  Providence  Forge. 


Info:  (804)  829-2186  or  829-6333. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Sep.  25-26:  AAIWV  & ANI  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  at  Camp  Washington  Carver, 
Fayette.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony 
Jennings;  Drums:  Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor  info:  Wayne 
Appleton  (304)  342-0884;  general  info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647. 


Date:  Sun,  29  Aug  1999  13:50:00  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub  j : northeast/midwest  fall  events  update 

Northern  & Midwestern  Pow  Wows  & Related  Events 

Sep.  16-19:  Schemitzun  '99  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Reservation,  west  of  Mystic,  CT.  This  is  the  Pequot' s Green  Corn  Festival, 
and  is  a highly  recommended  event.  Info:  (800)  224-CORN. 

Sep.  17-19:  Great  Mohican  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Mohican  Reservation  Festival 
Grounds,  Loudonville,  OH.  Info:  (800)766-2267  or  Allen  Combs  (419)994-4987 
Sep.  18-19:  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival,  George  Rogers  Clark  Park,  Springfield, 

OH.  Info:  (937)  663-4345. 

Sep.  19-20:  Old  Stone  House  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival, 
Slippery  Rock,  PA;  at  intersection  of  Route  8,  Route  173  & Route  528,  12 
miles  north  of  Butler,  PA.  Info:  (724)  738-2408. 

Sep.  24-26:  Red  Eagle  Alliance  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  vernon,  IL.  Info: 
Terry  Sowder  (618)  756-2534. 

Sep.  24-26:  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millstream  Fairgrounds,  Findlay,  OH. 
Info:  Don  VanRenterghem  (419)  894-6927. 

Sep.  24-26:  Land  of  Lakes  Gathering  of  People  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Kosciusko 
County  Fairgrounds,  Warsaw,  IN.  Info:  kosciusko  Co.  Fairgrounds,  PO  Box  1093, 
Warsaw,  IN  46580  (212)  269-1823. 

Sep.  25-26:  University  of  Massachussets  Pow  Wow,  UMASS  Campus  Pond  Lawn, 
Amherst,  MA.  Info:  Dr.  Josephine  White  Eagle  Cultural  Center  (413)  545-1888, 
545-3965,  or  dvincent@acad.umass.edu. 

Sep.  25-26:  Wolf  Soldiers  Three  Crows  Memorial  Pow  Wow,  Roy  Wilkins  Park, 
Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Winter  flower  (718)  978-7057  or  Little  fawn  (516) 
226-5306. 

Sep.  25-26:  Native  American  Art  Festival,  Ballard  Park,  Ridgefield,  CT. 

Info:  (315)  363-7022  (evenings). 

Sep.  26-27:  Council  of  the  Three  Rivers  American  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow, 

200  Charles  St.,  Dorseyville,  PA.  Info:  (412)  782-4457. 

Sep.  28:  Groundbreaking  Ceremony  for  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  on  the  National  Mall,  Washington,  DC.  Info:  NMAI  (212)  514-3820. 


Please  note:  several  of  the  events  listed  for  Sep.  4-5  came  from  sources 
that  merely  listed  the  date  as  Labor  Day  weekend.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  that  there  may  be  variances  on  these  events.  Please  call  to  verify 
actual  dates  before  making  plans  to  attend.  If  you  have  any  updates  on  these 
events,  you  may  send  an  e-mail  to  wanige@aol.com,  and  I will  try  to  make 
appropriate  adjustments. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  


Date:  Tue,  14  Sep  1999  08:15:58  -0500 


From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  08/28/99  02:12PM  >>> 

Listen  to  Native  America  Calling  LIVE  in  RealAudio  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET  at 

airos.org/audio.html 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

This  week  warrior  radio,  current  events,  on-air  medical  house  calls,  open 

phone  lines  with  Kevin  Gover,  and  more.... 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE 
September  14th-17th,  1999 
Updated  9-10-99 

To  get  a weekly  topic  list  e-mailed  to  you 
directly  e-mail  airos@unl  info.unl.edu 

To  join  our  electronic  talking  circle  call  (800)  99-NATIVE 
Monday-Thursday  Host:  Harlan  McKosato 
TUE  - 9/14:  Problems  in  the  Workplace: 

In  a perfect  world  we  would  all  come  to  work  with  big  smiles  on 
our  faces.  We  would  be  happy  people  focused  on  the  task  at  hand.  Yet 
we  all  know  that  the  demands  of  the  workplace  combined  with  the 
demands  of  our  personal  and  social  lives  keep  us  from  reaching 
this  harmonious  plateau  on  a regular  basis.  What  happens  when 
things  go  haywire  at  work?  How  should  we  respond  to  problems  in 
the  workplace?  Our  guest  will  be  lack  Deal  of  Deal  Consulting 
Group,  which  specializes  in  redesigning  businesses. 

WED  - 9/15:  Music  Maker:  Northern  Drum  Special: 

On  this  Music  Maker  Edition  of  Native  America  Calling,  we  listen  to 
the  beautiful  and  distinct  sound  of  the  Northern  Style  Drum.  What 
makes  it  different  than  the  Southern  sound?  We'll  visit  with  a 
Northern  Style  Drum  Group  and  entertain  you  with  live  in-studio 
performances . 

THU  - 9/16:  Waco:  The  White  Man  's  Wounded  Knee? 

We  take  a look  at  the  parallels  between  the  incident  at  Waco  in 
1993  and  the  1890  Wounded  Knee  Massacre.  Both  the  Lakota  and  the 
Branch  Davidians  believed  that  faith  would  lead  them  to  a new 
promise  land  and  freedom  from  the  oppression  of  the  United  States. 

Both  questioned  the  authority  of  the  U.S.  and  both  were  attacked. 

Is  Waco  the  White  Man's  Wounded  Knee?  Will  the  truth  ever  be  known 
about  either  and  more  importantly  will  the  truth  ever  be  known  by 
everyone  including  mainstream  America?  Invited  guests  include  Ward 
Churchill,  author  of  the  book  "Cointelpro  Papers:  Documents  from 
the  FBI's  Secret  Wars  Against  Domestic  Dissent"; 

Friday  Wellness  Edition  Host:  Sharon  McConnell 
FRI  - 9/17:  Sex  Education  for  Native  Youth: 

There  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it;  we  are  born  sexual  human 
beings.  But  we  can  educate  our  children  about  sex.  With  proper 
knowledge  of  the  consequences  of  sexual  activity  our  youth  can  make 
better  choices  and  be  more  responsible  about  their  health.  How  do 
you  feel  about  this?  loin  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guest  on 
the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  talk 
about  sex  education. 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  loseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 
Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 


"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 
--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Listen  to  great  Native  American  programming  thru  the  Internet 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Joseph  C Winter,  Tom  Goldtooth,  Martha  E Ture,  Ron  Andrade,  Rita  Mattera, 
Janet  Smith,  Michael  Eisenscher,  Zapatistas  Online,  Shunkmanitu  Ska, 

Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Ellis  Smith 
Frank  LaFountaine,  Mark  N.  Trahant,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Debra  Sanders, 
Robert  A Pictou-Branscombe,  A-Infos  via  Clyde  Crashcup,  Christine  A Penney 
Zoltan  Grossman/Midwest  Treaty  Network,  Vechet,  Sipish,  Harvey  Arden, 
Barbara  Landis,  Chris  Milde,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Sep  22  19:19:58  1999 
Date:  Tue,  21  Sep  1999  19:10:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.039 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Creek-Southeast-L,  Innu-L, 
Paths-L,  NatFilm  & Minn-Ind  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //hometown . aol . com/nascnews/NASC . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"You  have  noticed  that  everything  an  Indian  does  is  in  a circle  and  that 
is  because  the  Power  of  the  World  always  works  in  circles  and  everything 
tries  to  be  round.  The  sky  is  round  and  I have  heard  that  the  earth  is 
round  like  a ball,  and  so  are  all  the  stars.  The  wind,  in  its  greatest 
power,  whirls.  Birds  make  their  nests  in  circles,  for  theirs  is  the 
same  religion  as  ours.  Even  the  seasons  form  a great  circle  in  their 
changing  and  always  come  back  again  to  where  they  were.  The  life  of  a 
man  is  a circle  from  childhood  to  childhood,  and  so  it  is  in  everything 
where  power  moves." 

Black  Elk,  Oglala  Holy  Man 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

! to  the  democratic  principles  f 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  J 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  | 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  | 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I had  the  honor  of  serving  as  emcee  at  the  PowWow  held  in  Waterloo,  A1 
in  conjunction  with  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  motorcycle  ride.  One  of  the 
articles  in  this  issue  covers  the  ride  far  better  than  I can. 

What  is  important,  in  my  estimation,  about  this  "largest  ride  in  history 
is  that  the  Mayor  of  Waterloo,  Sharon  Barron,  the  civic  leaders  I met,  and 
every  single  rider  I met  (certainly  not  even  10%  of  the  30,000  who  rode 
into  this  town  of  250)  all  were  focused  on  the  purpose  of  the  ride,  which 
was  to  remember  those  who  suffered  on  the  Trail  of  Tears. 

The  area  historian  plans  to  send  me  his  speech  for  inclusion  in  next 
week's  issue.  I hope  so  - it  is  a keeper,  as  was  this  weekend. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30397,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Trail  of  Tears  Ride  of  Epic  Proportion 


By  STUMP  MARTIN  Staff  Writer 

When  an  estimated  15,000-plus  motorcycles  roared  out  of  Ross's  Landing 
Saturday  morning,  history  was  in  the  making. 

The  pack  was  expected  to  grow  to  20,000  and  stretch  for  20  miles  for  the 
Sixth  Annual  230-mile  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Bike  Ride  to  Waterloo, 

Ala . 

Mickey  Halper,  a field  producer  for  Easyriders  Television,  said  the  ride 
may  be  the  biggest  of  its  kind  in  American  history. 

"They  say  the  Love  Ride  (for  Muscular  Dystrophy  in  California)  is  the 
biggest,  but  the  bikes  don't  stay  together  in  a pack,"  said  Mr.  Flalper,  who 
has  been  covering  biker  rallies  for  Easyrider  for  21  years.  "If  this  ride 
stays  in  a pack  all  the  way  to  Waterloo  it  will  be  the  largest  in  America. 

But  in  terms  of  length  compared  to  the  number  of  bikes  it  already  is  the 
longest.  There's  not  another  one  even  close." 

Bill  Cason,  a retired  pipefitter,  who  along  with  co-worker  lerry  Davis 
originated  the  ride  in  a conversation  on  the  way  to  work  at  the  Redstone 
Arsenal  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in  1994,  couldn't  stop  smiling  as  he  listened 
to  Mr.  Halper  talk  about  the  ride. 

"My  goal  to  start  with  was  over  4,000  riders,"  said  Mr.  Cason.  "That  number 
helped  to  represent  each  Indian,  man,  woman,  and  child  who  perished  along 
the  Trail  of  Tears  when  they  were  driven  from  their  land  in  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  westward  to  Oklahoma  back  in  1838-39. 

"Achieving  that  goal  was  great,  now  I don't  know  what  it  will  grow  to.  We 
were  the  largest  ride  in  the  South  and  I'm  pretty  sure  we  can  say  we're  the 
largest  in  the  nation  now." 

When  Mr.  Cason  pulled  out  of  Ross's  Landing  with  only  seven  bikers  back  in 
1994,  little  did  he  know  how  the  number  of  participants  would  multiply. 

"It  has  turned  into  some  kind  of  show,"  said  Mr.  Cason.  "Nobody  will  be 


able  to  forget  the  Trail  of  Tears  and  what  happened  to  the  American  Indian 
now. " 

Leather-wearing,  hard-riding  bikers  from  across  America  began  rolling  their 
custom  motorcycles  into  Chattanooga  on  Friday  for  a Kickoff  Rally  and  Party 
at  Steeles  Harley-Davidson . 

Nobody  was  any  happier  to  be  back  for  another  ride  along  the  Trail  of 
Tears  than  retired  Georgia  Highway  Patrol  helicopter  pilot  Tom  Shaw  of 
Cedartown,  Ga. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  back  in  the  Scenic  City  aboard  his  Harley-Davidson 
Electra-Glide  for  his  second  Trail  of  Tears  ride.  Mr.  Shaw  joined  another 
large  procession  of  bikes  that  rode  together  on  a Memorial  Ride  from  Earl 
Small's  Harley-Davidson  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  Friday  morning. 

"Whatever  you  do,  don't  stop  and  pick  up  anything  along  the  way,"  said  Mr. 
Shaw.  "I  drove  over  leather  chaps.  Trail  of  Tears  T-shirts,  denim  jackets 
and  who  knows  what  else  on  the  ride  last  year.  Get  ready,  because  there 
were  over  15,000  bikes  last  year  and  that  is  15,000  different  styles  of 
riding. " 

Terry  Sweet,  who  serves  as  one  of  the  Alabama  ride  captains,  laughed  when 
he  was  asked  about  the  mass  of  motorcycles  that  traveled  Highway  72  across 
the  state  of  Alabama. 

"It  gets  extremely  hairy,"  said  Mr.  Sweet.  "But  there  is  nothing  like 
looking  back  in  your  rearview  mirror  and  seeing  the  lights  of  motorcycles 
as  far  as  you  can  see.  And  the  sound  is  just  incredible.  It's  like  a huge 
thunderstorm  is  rolling  in  on  you  when  you  hear  the  bikes  coming  down  the 
road . " 

The  money  raised  from  the  ride  goes  to  put  commemorative  Trail  of  Tears 
markers  along  the  roads,  according  to  ludy  Ridge,  who  serves  as  one  of  the 
event  organizers. 

With  the  resurgence  of  the  Indian  Motorcycle  Company,  Mrs.  Ridge  decided 
to  have  a 1999  Indian  motorcycle  put  on  the  front  of  the  commemorative 
T-shirts . 

The  company  followed  up  by  getting  involved  with  the  ride,  including 
bringing  in  American  Indian  television  star  Branscombe  Richmond,  who  plays 
Bobby  Sixkiller  in  the  TV  series  Renagade. 

Mr.  Richmond  represents  Indian  Motorcycles  and  was  aboard  his  beautiful 
blue  bike  in  the  front  of  the  pack  when  the  mass  of  rolling  thunder  set  out 
from  Ross's  Landing. 

Copyright  c.  1999,  Chattanooga  Publishing  Co.  All  rights  reserved. 
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A quest  for  ancestral  roots  on  trail  suffused  with  tears 
By  GARY  LEE 
c.  Miami  Herald 
August  29,  1999 

Sometime  near  the  end  of  1837,  a Creek  Indian  named  Samuel  Carr  quashed 
out  his  fire,  packed  his  belongings  and  set  out  on  an  1,800-mile  journey 
across  central  Alabama  and  into  one  of  the  darkest  chapters  of  American 
history. 

A few  weeks  ago,  I tried  to  follow  his  footsteps,  chugging  in  a dusty 
blue  Chevy  from  the  streets  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  the  plains  of  central 
Oklahoma . 

My  sojourn  was  not  quite  the  same  one  as  Carr  endured.  By  most  accounts, 
he  and  a contingency  of  Creek  tribesmen  traveled  by  foot  about  12  miles  a 
day,  taking  five  or  six  months  to  reach  his  goal.  By  car,  I tackled  the 
distance  in  a week.  Veritable  captives  as  they  moved  west,  the  Indians  had 
to  sleep  in  crowded  canvas  tents  and  subsist  on  cornmeal  and  other  meager 


rations.  I dined  in  restaurants  and  overnighted  in  roadside  motels. 

Twice  I found  myself  lurching  up  in  one  of  those  motel  room  beds  from 
startling  dreams  about  Carr's  trek.  Here  he  was  shivering  under  a blanket 
in  a barge  crossing  the  Mississippi.  There  he  was  standing  on  the  banks  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  looking  into  the  barren  plain  that  would  become  his 
home.  The  more  I traveled,  the  more  absorbed  I became  with  his  saga.  And 
no  wonder:  Samuel  Carr  was  my  great-great-great-grandfather . 

Carr's  cross-country  trek  came  about  as  the  result  of  a White  House 
policy  to  uproot  the  Creek  and  four  other  tribes  occupying  vast  expanses 
of  the  South  and  force  them  into  the  rough  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  The  plan,  enforced  without  mercy  in  the  late  1830s,  resulted 
in  the  eviction  of  about  60,000  Indians.  One  of  six  would  perish  en  route. 

A Choctaw  tribesman,  asked  by  a newspaper  reporter  to  describe  the 
historic  crossing,  gave  it  a name  that  resonates  even  today.  He  said  it 
was  nothing  but  "a  trail  of  tears." 

By  following  his  path,  I hoped  to  explore  my  Native  American  roots.  A 
fifth-generation  Oklahoman  born  of  an  African-American  mother  and  a father 
of  mixed  Creek  and  black  blood,  I remembered  childhood  tales  from 
relatives  of  ancestors  who  followed  the  trail  to  Oklahoma.  My  father,  who 
is  suffering  from  Alzheimer's  disease,  has  lost  almost  all  memory  of  his 
family's  past.  Reanna,  my  Creek  grandmother,  died  when  I was  5,  leaving 
only  the  recipe  for  sofkie,  a hominy  dish  beloved  among  Creeks.  My 
grandfather  Robert,  who  had  been  a Creek  freedman  --  a descendant  of 
blacks  who  had  been  enslaved  to  Creeks  and  made  a member  of  the  tribe 
after  emancipation  --  had  also  long  since  passed.  A portrait  sitting  on  my 
father's  mantel  is  the  only  picture  I have  left  of  them. 

Whenever  I look  at  the  image  of  my  grandmother  in  that  picture  --  with 
her  black  tresses  and  high  cheekbones  --  I pause  to  reflect  on  what  it 
means  to  be  descended  from  Indians.  Over  2 million  Americans  claim  Indian 
ancestors,  according  to  official  census  estimates.  And  yet,  many  of  us  so- 
called  mixed  bloods  have  no  sense  of  how  our  Native  American  heritage 
shaped  us,  what  mark  it  left  on  our  characters,  what  mannerisms  it 
bequeathed  us. 

And  so  I took  to  the  road  hoping  to  find  some  answers.  The  trip 
delivered  me  headfirst  into  Native  America,  both  past  and  present.  One  day 
would  find  me  in  a carload  of  Cherokee  on  a Tennessee  highway,  searching 
for  a cedar  tree  they  needed  to  ward  off  evil  spirits.  A few  days  later  I 
was  in  the  home  of  a Cherokee  woman  in  Missouri,  hunched  over  a plate  of 
kanachi,  the  dish  of  ground  hickory  nuts  that  is  one  of  her  tribe's 
passions.  And  then  there  was  the  night  I spent  in  a lonely  corner  of 
Oklahoma  at  a Creek  stomp  dance  --  a tribal  religious  ritual  --  chanting 
all  night  around  a blazing  fire. 

A GRIM  BEGINNING 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  newspaper  reveals  horror 

My  first  stop  on  the  Trail  of  Tears  was  Alabama,  a former  stronghold  of 
the  Creek,  where  I began  looking  through  old  census  records  and  microfilm 
files  in  the  archives  of  the  Montgomery  Advertiser.  There  I stumbled 
across  a faded  lifelike  reproduction  the  newspaper  had  published  on  the 
front  page  in  Duly  1837.  It  featured  several  hundred  Creek  warriors, 
shackled  at  the  feet  and  chained  hand  to  hand,  being  prodded  by  bayonet- 
wielding  soldiers  down  a street  in  Montgomery. 

The  scene  was  a reminder  of  the  brutal  tug  of  war  that  was  taking  place 
between  Indians  and  whites  across  the  South  in  the  early  1800s.  Until  then, 
the  federal  government  sought  to  assimilate  the  Indians  --  who  had  long- 
established  tribal  lands  throughout  the  region  --  into  the  culture  of 
immigrants  arriving  from  Europe.  Washington  eventually  abandoned  the 
policy  of  "civilizing"  the  Indians  in  favor  of  an  all-out  campaign  to  push 
them  into  the  less-settled  West.  Several  Indian  chiefs  signed  treaties 
exchanging  their  tribal  lands  in  the  South  for  tracts  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi.  But  rank-and-file  tribesmen  bitterly  opposed  the  move. 

And  so  the  stage  was  set  for  the  horrors  of  the  Trial  of  Tears. 

CHARACTERS  AND  CULTURE 

Preservation  officer,  scholars  share  passion 


The  road  to  Oklahoma  was  lined  with  characters  who  seemed  to  know  a lot 
about  Indian  culture  and  the  forging  of  the  trail.  Like  a butterfly  I 
wandered  from  one  to  the  other , taking  a taste  at  every  stop. 

In  Sweetwater,  Tenn.,  it  was  Joyce  Bear,  the  schoolmarmish  cultural 
preservation  officer  of  the  Oklahoma-based  Creek  Nation,  who  first  caught 
my  ear.  The  setting  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Association,  a four-year-old  national  grass-roots  group,  composed  of 
descendants  of  Indians  who  traveled  on  the  trail,  as  well  as  scholars, 
government  officials,  history  buffs  and  a few  curiosity  seekers. 

I sat  on  the  edge  of  my  chair  in  a hotel  conference  room  as  Bear  gave 
the  gathering  highlights  of  Creek  history:  of  the  Creek  War  of  1813-14,  in 
which  the  tribe's  warriors  fought  U.S.  military  incursions  into  Alabama, 
only  to  fall  decisively  at  the  Battle  at  Horseshoe  Bend;  of  the  events  of 
1825,  when  principal  Creek  Chief  William  McIntosh  was  executed  by  Menawa, 
one  of  the  tribe's  fiercest  warriors,  for  selling  tribal  lands  to  the  U.S. 
government;  of  the  diehard  resistance  some  tribesman  put  up  when  U.S. 
troops  came  to  round  them  up  for  the  move  westward. 

Over  a dinner  of  buffalo  ribs  and  sweet  potatoes,  I met  Duane  King,  one 
of  the  country's  best-known  scholars  on  Indian  culture,  who  explained  the 
distinctions  in  the  experiences  tribes  had  on  the  trail.  The  Chickasaw, 
who  had  assimilated  the  most  into  the  culture  of  the  European  settlers, 
apparently  went  with  little  fuss.  The  Cherokee,  who  had  the  most  developed 
government,  negotiated  terms  to  take  charge  of  their  own  passage  rather 
than  be  subjected  to  hired  guards.  The  Seminoles  and  Creek  put  up  the 
strongest  resistance. 

When  I told  King  of  my  efforts  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  the  journey  of 
my  forebear  and  others  who  marched  along  the  trail,  he  warned  of  the 
complications  of  the  task.  For  one  thing,  he  said,  the  tribes  took  at 
least  a dozen  different  paths.  For  another,  the  experiences  of  the 
marchers  were  all  different.  "In  a sense,  the  trail  started  at  the  home  of 
every  Indian  yanked  from  their  houses  throughout  the  South,"  he  said,  "and 
it  ended  wherever  they  put  down  stakes  and  made  a new  home." 

SAD  DRAMA  REENACTED 

In  Cherokee,  N.C.,  Unto  These  Hills 

Relaxing  on  the  side  of  a tree-covered  mountainside  in  Cherokee,  N.C.,  I 
closed  my  eyes  and  let  a soft  breeze  brush  across  my  face.  Before  the 
moment  passed,  however,  I was  yanked  back  in  time  to  the  sounds  of  a 
heart-wrenching  dispute  over  the  trail.  Troops  had  arrived  to  round  up 
local  Cherokees,  and  panic  broke  out  as  everyone  desperately  sought  a 
place  to  hide. 

No,  the  saga  of  the  trail  wasn't  creeping  into  my  daydreams.  I was  in 
the  audience  of  Unto  These  Hills,  an  outdoor  drama  staged  about  the  Trail 
of  Tears  every  summer  by  a local  theater  group. 

Produced  for  its  50th  year  this  summer,  the  reenactment  of  the  events 
leading  up  to  the  removals  was  one  of  three  substantial  Indian  attractions 
in  Cherokee.  Populated  by  descendants  of  Cherokee  tribe  members  who  hid  in 
the  surrounding  mountains  during  the  removals  and  emerged  after  they  were 
complete,  the  town  is  now  the  base  of  the  eastern  band  of  Cherokees,  a 
separate  tribe  from  the  Oklahoma-based  Cherokee  Nation. 

If  you  want  to  know  anything  about  the  Cherokee,  the  Museum  of  the 
Cherokee  Indian  probably  has  the  answer.  The  town's  second-biggest  draw, 
the  museum  features  exhibits  on  just  about  every  detail  about  the  tribe  -- 
from  its  history  dating  back  to  the  Paleoindian  period  to  the  alphabet 
created  in  the  early  19th  Century  by  Sequoyah,  the  most  celebrated 
Cherokee  scholar. 

At  first  blush,  Cherokee  struck  me  as  a heavily  touristed  town  cluttered 
with  too  many  Indian  gift  shops  and  kitschy  sideshows.  But  it  also  gave  me 
a chance  to  spend  some  time  with  tribe  members,  all  of  whom  offered  advice 
on  understanding  the  soul  of  Cherokees.  Bo  Taylor,  a young  archivist  from 
the  eastern  band  of  Cherokees,  stressed  how  the  tribesmen  --  who  have  long 
favored  western  dress  and  mannerisms  --  have  had  to  adapt  to  the  mountain 
culture  of  North  Carolina.  But  it  was  the  message  of  Joyce  Dugan,  chief  of 
the  eastern  band,  which  resonated  most.  "We  have  faced  dramatic  changes 
over  the  years  and  had  to  adjust  to  survive,"  she  said  in  a chat  in  her 


office.  "But  we've  never  forgotten  our  spirituality.  It's  at  the  heart  of 
who  we  are. " 

FAMILY  AFFAIR 

Sister  joins  in  trip  across  Oklahoma 

My  sister  Lilia  rejoined  me  for  the  last  leg  of  the  trip,  and  as  we 
barreled  across  the  rolling  hills  of  northeastern  Oklahoma,  it  was  easy  to 
imagine  the  setting  the  Indians  encountered  when  they  arrived  here  in  the 
late  1830s.  The  landscape  was  probably  much  the  same  sprawl  of  tomato- 
colored  earth  and  gnarled  pine  trees  that  rose  before  us.  Except  for 
billboards  and  the  occasional  clusters  of  Wal-Marts,  Dairy  Queens  and 
other  stores,  this  part  of  Oklahoma  seemed  stuck  wistfully  somewhere  deep 
in  the  past. 

The  mark  early  Indian  settlers  left  was  strongly  felt.  The  names  of 
every  other  town  we  passed  appeared  to  be  taken  from  Indian  villages  in 
the  South  --  Broken  Arrow,  Wewoka,  Muskogee.  Shop  windows  everywhere  were 
plastered  with  signs  welcoming  all  comers  to  powwows,  Indian  cultural 
celebrations  held  throughout  the  state  all  summer.  Several  posters 
trumpeted  the  coming  of  the  Red  Earth  Festival.  A gathering  of  Indian 
artisans,  dancers  and  singers  held  every  Dune  in  Oklahoma  City,  is  billed 
as  the  country's  largest  Native  American  cultural  gathering. 

Although  the  census  counts  only  about  one  in  10  residents  of  the  state 
as  Indian,  Oklahoma  --  translated  "land  of  red  men"  in  the  Choctaw 
language  --  lives  up  to  its  name.  And  no  enclave  in  the  state  lives  up  to 
it  more  than  Tahlequah.  It  would  take  us  the  better  part  of  day  to  tour 
this  town,  which  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  fashioned  as  its  capital. 

We  started  with  the  Tsa-La-Gi  Ancient  Village,  created  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Cherokee  Heritage  Center  as  a reminder  of  what  life  among  Cherokee  had 
been  like  before  the  Europeans  came.  Barefoot  Cherokees  performed  a show 
and  told  of  how  they  made  spear  points,  played  stickball,  wove  baskets  and 
moved  between  open  cabins  in  summer  and  moundlike  earthen  houses  in  winter. 
Adams  Corner,  a cluster  of  small  cabins,  was  designed  to  demonstrate  the 
way  living  conditions  of  the  tribe  had  evolved  by  the  end  of  the  19th 
Century. 

CREEK  NATION  CAPITAL 

Tribe  fighting  to  keep  culture  alive 

By  the  time  we  reached  the  town  of  Okmulgee,  the  capital  of  the  Creek 
Nation,  my  curiosity  about  my  forebears  was  near  bursting.  We  passed 
through  the  Creek  tribal  lands  in  central  Oklahoma.  At  first  blush,  the 
dusty  town  of  50,000  bore  no  noticeable  marks  of  Indian  culture.  There 
were  no  souvenir  shops,  no  museums  and  no  guides  to  point  us  to  places  of 
interest.  The  surrounding  Creek  tribal  lands,  whittled  down  over  the  past 
century  and  a half,  reflected  little  of  the  expanses  the  tribe  had  left 
behind  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Downtown  Okmulgee,  as  sleepy  as  a pasture 
of  cows,  was  dominated  by  a stretch  of  brick  office  buildings  and 
furniture  stores. 

For  visitors,  the  most  tangible  symbol  of  the  tribe  is  the  Creek  Nation 
Council  House,  in  downtown  Okmulgee.  A stately  19th-century  two-story 
building  once  used  for  tribal  meetings,  it  is  now  a small  museum 
exhibiting  pictures  of  the  tribe's  early  chiefs,  as  well  as  spinning 
wheels  used  to  weave  cloth  and  other  tribal  artifacts.  A library  has  books 
about  the  tribal  history. 

Although  the  current  Creek  tribal  rolls  currently  list  48,000  members, 
only  a fraction  of  that  number  plays  an  active  role  in  the  community.  But 
the  tribe  is  fighting  to  keep  its  culture  alive.  Three  years  ago.  Creek 
cultural  leaders  developed  a plan  to  teach  the  Creek  tongue  to  local 
schoolchildren.  Earlier  this  year,  efforts  began  to  repatriate  tribal 
remains  and  artifacts  discovered  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  And  a 
search  has  just  begun  to  locate  and  mark  the  graves  of  tribe  members  who 
arrived  on  the  trail.  But  many  --  including,  alas,  my  great-great-great 
grandfather  Samuel  Carr's  --  have  not  been  found. 

As  evening  fell,  a couple  of  tribe  members  invited  me  to  a stomp  dance 
on  the  edge  of  Okmulgee.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  celebration  of  green 
corn,  the  Creek  new  year,  when  tribesmen  make  pilgrimages  to  these  parts 


to  partake  in  traditional  tribal  rituals.  Around  midnight,  the  lighting  of 
a huge  campfire  began.  One  by  one,  participants  began  marching  around  it 
and  singing  Creek  chants.  I joined  in  slowly  but  gradually  warmed  to  it, 
picking  up  the  rhythm  and  the  lyrics.  By  the  first  light  of  day,  I felt  I 
had  just  begun  to  penetrate  the  world  of  Samuel  Carr. 

As  Lilia  and  I finished  our  whirlwind  tour  of  Creek  country,  I 
remembered  what  King,  the  scholar  in  Indian  history,  had  told  me  about 
where  I could  find  the  beginnings  and  ends  of  the  trail. 

And  so  I would  bring  my  own  journey  to  a close  with  a stroll  down 
Cheyenne,  a street  in  Tulsa.  I started  at  one  end,  where  a ceremonial  oak 
tree,  planted  by  Creeks  when  they  first  arrived  from  the  East,  towers  near 
the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

I ended  two  miles  north,  in  the  wooden  two-story  house  where  I was 
raised  and  where  my  parents  have  lived  for  more  than  three  decades. 

As  a result  of  the  trip,  I think  I know  myself  a bit  better.  I 
understand  a few  things  about  my  father,  too  --  his  lifelong  aversion  to 
travel,  his  stubborn  insistence  on  holding  his  ground  to  the  bitter  end  of 
an  argument.  These  characteristics  may  be  in  his  historical  memory. 

But  most  of  all,  I think  I know  why,  even  as  he  gradually  loses  that 
memory,  he  spends  a few  minutes  every  day  looking  into  the  piercing  eyes 
of  his  mother  and  the  soft  smile  of  his  father,  in  the  photograph  sitting 
on  his  mantel. 
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Creek  Nation  election  is  Saturday 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
9/17/99 

A bevy  of  candidates  for  chief,  second  chief  and  26  council  seats  awaits 
voters . 

OKMULGEE  --  One  of  the  largest  fields  of  candidates  in  modern-day  tribal 
history  will  await  Creek  Nation  voters  when  they  go  to  the  polls  Saturday 
to  elect  a new  chief. 

Voters  will  choose  from  among  seven  candidates  during  polling  from  7 a.m. 
until  7 p.m. 

A runoff  election,  if  necessary,  will  be  held  Dec.  4. 

The  election  is  being  conducted  by  an  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  firm  which  also 
coordinated  the  Cherokee  Nation  elections  earlier  this  year. 

Six  candidates  are  seeking  the  office  of  second  chief,  and  44  people  have 
filed  for  the  26  national  council  seats  that  are  up  for  grabs. 

Twelve  council  candidates  are  unopposed. 

Chief  Perry  Beaver  of  Jenks,  who  is  completing  his  first  four-  year  term, 
drew  six  opponents,  including  the  tribe's  second  chief,  George  Almerigi  of 
Okmulgee . 

Others  seeking  the  top  spot  are: 

Roger  Barnett  of  Bristow,  a tribal  council  member;  Kenneth  Childers  of 
Glenpool,  the  tribal  council  speaker;  Graydon  Flud  of  Jenks,  owner  of  Flud 
Farms;  Joseph  Rogers  of  Sand  Springs,  a Creek  Nation  Housing  Authority 
employee;  and  Thomas  Yahola  of  Wetumka,  a tribal  council  member. 

Candidates  for  second  chief  are: 

Perry  Anderson  of  Eufaula,  the  tribe's  personnel  director;  Wilson  Bear  of 
Checotah,  a former  tribal  council  member;  A.D.  Ellis  of  Twin  Hills,  a 
tribal  council  member;  Edwin  Marshall  of  Wetumka,  a tribal  community 
services  director;  George  Tiger  of  Sapulpa,  a tribal  council  member;  and 


Dean  Williams  of  Okmulgee,  a tribal  facilities  employees. 

Candidates  for  the  tribal  council  include  former  Chief  Bill  Fife  of 
Weleetka,  who  is  opposed  by  Sandi  Golden  of  Weleetka,  who  has  served  on 
tribal  committees. 
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Chickasaw  Nation  starts  8-day  festival 

c.  Tulsa  World 

9/18/99 

The  39th  meeting  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation  and  the  tribe's  11th  annual 
festival  will  kick  off  an  eight-  day  run  on  Saturday  in  Tishomingo. 

Activities  --  including  the  Chickasaw  Princess  Pageant,  a lunior  Olympics, 
gospel  singing  and  a traditional  meal  --  will  take  place  at  the  Chickasaw 
Capitol  grounds,  Murray  State  College,  the  Tishomingo  High  School  athletic 
field  and  the  Johnston  County  Sports  Complex. 

The  annual  meeting  day  will  be  held  Oct.  2.  A ceremonial  swearing  in  of 
newly  elected  tribal  officials  will  be  held,  and  Chickasaw  Gov.  Bill 
Anoatubby  will  deliver  his  State  of  the  Nation  address  at  11:30  a.m. 

"RE;  Sequoyah  Graduate  Fellowships"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Sep  1999  15:49:25  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : SEQUOYAH  GRADUATE  FELLOWSHIPS  - AAIA 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

SEQUOYAH  GRADUATE  FELLOWSHIPS  - AAIA 

SPONSOR:  ASSOCIATION  ON  AMERICAN  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  (AAIA) 

PURPOSE:  To  help  Native  American  people  and  their  communities  in 
meeting  the  challenges  they  face  - in  ways  they  see  fit. 

DEADLINE:  October  1,  1999 

SUMMARY:  Since  1923,  The  Association  on  American  Indian  Affairs 
has  been  dedicated  to  helping  Native  American  people.  Guided  by 
its  majority  Native  American  Board  of  Directors,  AAIA  is  developing 
new  and  creative  ways  to  expend  its  resources  where  they  are 
most  needed  today. 

The  Association  on  American  Indian  Affairs  will  accept  applications 
>from  Duly  1st  through  October  1st  of  each  academic  year  for  the 
Sequoyah  Graduate  Fellowship  for  American  Indian  and  Alaskan  Natives 
who  are  pursuing  graduate  degrees  in  may  diverse  fields.  All 
applicants  must  be  enrolled  full  time  and  provide  a class  schedule. 

Requirements : 

--Completed  application,  with  the  bottom  portion  filled  out  and  signed 
by  the  Financial  Aid  Officer. 

--Applicant  must  be  minimally  1/4  degree  Indian  blood  from  a federally 
recognized  tribe.  Please  include  a certificate  of  enrollment  and 
blood  quantum  from  your  tribe  or  B.I.A. 

--An  essay  of  1-2  pages  describing  educational  goals. 

--Most  current  financial  aid  award  letter,  including  tuition,  books, 
etc . 


--Most  recent  transcript  (does  not  have  to  be  official,  a student  copy 
will  suffice). 

--Schedule  of  Classes. 

We  receive  thousands  of  scholarship  requests  each  year.  We  cannot 
process  incomplete  applications  nor  do  we  have  the  time  to  contact  you 
for  missing  information.  You  must  submit  a complete  application  to  be 
considered  for  assistance.  Applications  are  due  October  1st.  The 
selection  of  ten  Sequoyah  Fellows  will  be  announced  by  the  Association 
in  October  of  each  year. 

CONTACT: 

Association  of  American  Indian  Affairs,  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  268 

Sisseton,  South  Dakota  57262 
Phone:  (605)  698-3998/3787 
Fax:  (605)  698-3316 

http: //www. u sale rt . com/htdoc/usoa/fnd/ any/any/proc/any/ aaia08129801a . htm 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 
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Shawnee  tribe  sues  state  over  casino 

c.  The  Oklahoman 

09/17/1999 

The  Absentee  Shawnee  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  has  filed  a lawsuit  against  the 
state  of  Oklahoma  in  an  effort  to  force  the  governor  to  allow  the  tribe  to 
conduct  casino  gambling. 

The  lawsuit,  filed  Wednesday  in  Oklahoma  City  federal  court,  says  the 
tribe  has  been  trying  since  1991  to  negotiate  a compact  with  the  governor's 
office  that  would  allow  the  tribe  to  offer  Class  III  gaming. 

Under  the  federal  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act,  the  state  is  required  to 
negotiate  a gaming  compact  with  a tribe  within  180  days  after  a request  is 
made,  the  lawsuit  says. 

The  law  does  not  obligate  a state  to  grant  tribes  casino  gaming  authority 
if  such  gaming  is  outlawed  by  the  state.  The  state  has  traditionally  taken 
the  position  that  casino  gambling  is  against  Oklahoma  law. 

The  tribe,  however,  contends  the  state  has  a history  of  allowing  "games  of 
chance  including  craps,  blackjack,  poker,  chuck-a-  luck,  roulette  and  other 
casino-like  games,  along  with  raffles,  at  various  charitable  fund  raising 
or  customer  appreciation  events." 

"RE;  Apology  Due  from  the  US  Navy"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Sep  1999  10:03:33  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Barbara  Russell  <brussell@oz . net> 

Sub j : Apology  due  from  the  US  Navy 

Sunday,  September  12,  1999 
A culture  comes  home 
Sacred  relic  given  to  Tlingits 
By  DAVID  WHITNEY 


Daily  News  reporter 

NEW  YORK  CITY  - In  1911,  the 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
bought  the  Tlingit  Indians'  most  sacred 
item,  a carved  beaver  that  once  sat  on 
the  prow  of  the  only  war  canoe  to 
survive  the  U.S.  Navy's  bombardment 
of  the  Southeast  Alaska  village  of 
Angoon  in  1882. 

The  museum  paid  artifacts  collector  George  Emmons  $45  for  the  piece, 
which  may  never  have  been  displayed.  On  Saturday,  in  a quiet  ceremony  in  a 
private  third-floor  conference  room  of  the  landmark  Central  Park  museum, 
72-year-old  Angoon  elder  Peter  lack  and,  though  a bit  less  fluently, 

Tlingit  leader  Dean  George  spoke  in  their  native  tongue  to  welcome  the 
beaver  back  into  tribal  hands.  George  wondered  what  it  must  have  been  like 
when,  107  years  ago  next  month,  young  lohn  Paul  steered  the  war  canoe 
around  the  bend  of  Catham  Strait  and  saw  only  black  smoke  rising  from 
where  his  village  once  stood. 

lohn  Paul  had  been  out  hunting  for  food  for  the  village  when  the 
warships  arrived  and  leveled  the  village  in  what  was  either  an  outrageous 
case  of  a young  officer's  arrogance  or  a tragic  example  of  cultural 
ignorance.  In  the  following  weeks  and  months,  the  canoe  became  the 
Tlingits'  lifeblood.  It  was  their  only  tool  to  bring  game  and  wood  to  the 
isolated,  starving  villagers  who  had  fled  into  the  forest  to  escape  the 
attack. 

The  canoe  was  so  vital  to  the  survival  of  Angoon  that  years  later,  when 
it  finally  cracked  apart  in  a winter  storm,  villagers  cremated  it  as  if  it 
were  one  of  their  people.  To  them,  the  canoe  was  a living  creature  whose 
spirits  were  freed  on  the  funeral  pyre.  They  believe  those  spirits  still 
live  today  in  the  beaver  carving  that  was  removed  before  the  canoe  was 
burned . 

SIGN  OF  HOPE 

How  the  carving  ended  up  in  Emmons'  hands  is  not  clear.  But  the  beaver's 
return  now,  when  Alaska  Natives  again  are  feeling  that  their  culture  is 
under  attack  as  state  protections  for  traditional  hunting  and  fishing 
rights  are  debated,  is  taken  as  a sign  of  hope.  Rather  than  the  black 
smoke  of  a village's  remains  on  its  return  to  Angoon,  lack  said,  this  time 
the  beaver  "will  see  a different  kind  of  smoke  that  we  see  as  a threat  to 
our  children  for  subsistence  and  living  off  the  land,  our  way  of  life. 

"That  smoke  can  be  less  threatening  by  bringing  home  something  like  this, 
" lack  said  solemnly  with  half  a dozen  spellbound  museum  staff  members  and 
security  guards  as  his  only  audience.  "This  beaver  coming  home  will  be 
significant  to  the  village  of  Angoon."  There  are  an  estimated  1,000  or  so 
Tlingit  artifacts  in  New  York  and  Chicago  museums  that  Kootznoowoo  Inc., 
the  Natives'  business  arm,  is  looking  to  collect  under  the  1990  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act.  None  compares  to  the 
significance  of  the  canoe  beaver,  the  return  of  which  museum  officials 
processed  at  breakneck  speed  when  they  learned  of  its  significance  in 
lanuary.  The  return  of  such  artifacts  can  take  years,  but  the  beaver's 
repatriation  took  only  six  months.  So  grateful  were  the  Tlingits  that  they 
gave  Martha  Graham,  the  museum's  registrar  for  cultural  resources,  a 
tribal  name:  "Noowtaayei, " which  means  anchor  of  the  fort. 

Graham  said  Saturday  that  the  museum  never  knew  the  significance  of  what 

it  had  on  its  back  shelves.  "It  was  an  honor  to  hear  the  story,"  she  told 

lack  and  George.  'PROBLEMATIC  0B1ECTS' 

Its  dramatic  uncovering  occurred  when  a group  of  13  Tlingits  were  at  the 
museum  to  look  at  its  collection  of  Tlingit  artifacts.  The  beaver  wasn't 
among  them.  It  was  shelved  with  a collection  of  artifacts  that  museum 
curators  call  "problematic  objects,"  whose  identify  is  not  known.  Harold 
lacobs,  then  a repatriation  specialist  for  the  Tlingit-Haida  Central 
Council,  was  the  person  who  discovered  it  in  the  stacks.  He  said  in  an 

interview  that  it  was  as  if  the  spirits  were  drawing  him  to  it.  "I  was 

standing  in  one  of  the  aisles,  looking  at  objects,  and  I kept  looking  down 
at  the  end,"  he  said.  "I  could  see  something  of  that  face  sticking  out. 


I would  look  at  more  things,  then  look  back  and  look  at  that  face.  ... 
When  I got  alongside  it,  I gasped  because  I knew  what  it  was."  The  piece 
of  the  prow  was  brought  out  onto  a table,  and  the  Tlingits  gathered  around 
in  wonderment.  Elders  began  to  tell  stories,  each  in  turn,  about  the  canoe, 
how  it  had  been  the  only  one  to  survive  the  bombardment,  how  it  became  the 
tool  for  the  village's  survival.  "That  stopped  all  the  work  for  the  next 
couple  of  hours,"  said  Steve  Henrikson,  curator  of  collections  for  the 
Alaska  State  Museum  in  Duneau,  who  was  along  on  the  trip. 

"The  elders  say  that  when  it  is  time  for  artifacts  to  be  found,  they 
will  reveal  themselves,"  Henrikson  said.  "That  is  what  everyone  felt 
happened  in  this  case." 

The  following  morning,  the  group  gathered  again  at  the  museum  and 
conducted  a Tlingit  ceremony  to  welcome  the  item  home,  and  once  again  the 
tears  flowed. 

"We  opened  with  prayer,  and  then  from  there  we  called  upon  the  clan 
leaders,"  said  Leonard  Dohn,  who  headed  the  trip  for  Kootznoowoo  Inc. 

"While  they  were  talking,  the  impact  was  so  powerful,  just  to  hear  the 
story  and  just  to  see  the  emotion  that  was  caught  up  with  it,  the 
realization  that  had  it  not  been  for  this  war  canoe,  I probably  would  not 
be  here,"  Dohn  said.  "We  were  hanging  on  by  a thread  because  the  United 
States  government  had  bombed  Angoon.  Dust  this  one  war  canoe  is  what  kept 
our  village  alive.  Even  now  it  brings  a lump  in  my  throat." 

DARKEST  DAY 

The  bombardment  of  Angoon  dug  long-festering  wounds  into  the  village's 
soul.  It  is  without  doubt  the  Tlingits'  darkest  day,  the  response  of  a 
young  Navy  commander  to  a threat  the  Tlingits  never  posed.  Two  days  before 
the  Oct.  26,  1882,  bombardment,  a harpoon  gun  on  a whaling  vessel  operated 
by  the  Northwest  Trading  Co.  discharged,  killing  a Tlingit  shaman,  or 
spiritual  leader,  named  Tith  Klane,  who  was  on  board. 

As  was  their  custom,  Tlingits  on  the  vessel  began  a three-day  period  of 
mourning.  They  sailed  the  whaling  vessel  to  their  village  and,  also  in 
keeping  with  tradition,  demanded  payment  of  200  blankets,  roughly  the 
equivalent  of  $600,  for  the  shaman's  death.  Word  of  the  event  soon  reached 
Sitka,  where  E.C.  Merriman  had  just  taken  over  command  of  a Navy  ship 
named  the  Adams.  Merriman,  who  was  not  very  friendly  to  Natives  anyway, 
interpreted  the  events  in  Angoon  as  an  insurrection. 

Merriman  ordered  the  Adams  and  another  vessel  and  some  60  troops  to  head 
for  Angoon,  directing  his  lieutenants  to  first  try  to  persuade  the 
Tlingits  to  surrender  the  boats  and  release  the  Northwest  Trading  Co.  men. 

But  when  village  leaders  complied,  the  military  leaders  demanded  payment 
from  the  them  as  punishment.  When  the  Tlingits  failed  to  meet  that  demand, 
the  bombardment  began.  Six  children  died,  and  what  property  was  not 
destroyed  by  the  shelling  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Only  five  houses  were 
left  standing.  Food  that  had  been  gathered  and  dried  throughout  summer  and 
fall  was  destroyed. 

'BRUTAL  AND  COWARDLY'  ACT 

Recently,  a letter  a sailor  aboard  the  Adams  wrote  to  relatives  in 
Massachusetts  was  found,  and  in  it  appears  what  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
account  of  the  bombardment  other  than  what  Merriman  provided.  The  letter 
writer,  believed  to  have  been  Frank  H.  Clark,  the  assistant  paymaster  on 
the  Adams,  described  the  Angoon  bombardment  as  Merriman 's  first 
opportunity  for  "glory"  that  wasn't  going  to  be  wasted. 

"Most  of  the  officers  including  myself  consider  it  a brutal  and  cowardly 
thing  and  entirely  uncalled  for,"  Clark  said.  In  1973,  the  Tlingits  filed 
a damage  lawsuit  and  were  eventually  paid  $90,000,  the  estimated  value  of 
the  property  losses  in  1882.  And  in  1982,  the  centennial  of  the 
bombardment,  the  Navy  gave  the  Tlingits  a letter  acknowledging  that  the 
attack  should  never  have  happened  but  did  not  apologize  for  it. 

But  the  wounds  of  that  night  remain  emblazoned  on  the  minds  of  the 
Tlingit  people  today,  the  story  told  and  retold  by  elders.  Leonard  Dohn 
said  he  hopes  the  return  of  the  beaver  prow  might  begin  to  end  the 
nightmare.  That  was  in  the  group's  thoughts  when  it  celebrated  the 
discovery  in  Danuary. 


"We  used  that  opportunity  to  pray  to  God  and  ask  God  to  bring  healing  to 
our  people  because  as  a result  of  this  bombardment,  our  people  have 
suffered  from  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  and  low  self-esteem,"  he  said. 

"Our  culture  was  taken  away  from  us,"  he  said.  "We've  been  struggling  as 
a people.  So  we  called  upon  God  to  help  our  people  as  he  helped  us  survive 
so  that  we  could  be  made  whole  again."  lack  restated  that  prayer  Saturday. 

"This  will  bring  our  people  together,  and  then  hopefully  they'll  be  able 
to  realize  who  they  are,"  he  said.  The  beaver's  return  will  be  celebrated 
next  week  when  it  arrives  at  the  Alaska  State  Museum  in  Duneau.  Eventually, 
it  probably  will  end  up  at  a museum  in  Angoon,  where  traditional  Tlingit 
ways  still  are  practiced.  But  some  Tlingits,  including  Matthew  Fred,  head 
of  the  Deisheetaan  clan  to  whom  the  canoe  belonged  a century  ago,  said  the 
beaver's  return  won't  end  the  pain  of  1882. 

"We  won't  breathe  good  until  there's  an  apology,"  he  said.  "We  will 
always  remember." 

Reporter  David  Whitney  can  be  reached  at  dwhitney@adn.com 
Barbara  Russell 
S/V  Pokai 
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Sacred  Objects  Returned  to  Navajos 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MICHELLE  RUSHLO 
9/16/99 

PHOENIX  (AP)  - Four  sacred  artifacts  will  be  returned  to  the  Navajo 
Nation,  more  than  a decade  after  they  were  taken  from  a cave  in  New  Mexico. 

Tribal  officials  plan  a public  prayer  ceremony  Friday  in  Window  Rock  to 
mark  their  return.  Federal  officials  identified  the  centuries-old  objects 
as  a mask,  a tortoise  shell  and  two  coverings  that  may  be  drum  heads  or 
ceremonial  vessel  coverings. 

Dozens  of  items  held  by  museums  and  private  collectors  have  been  returned 
voluntarily  to  the  tribe  since  federal  legislation  in  1990  cracked  down  on 
looting  of  American  Indian  sites. 

But  the  objects  being  returned  Friday  are  some  of  just  a handful  the 
Navajos  have  received  through  criminal  investigations. 

Steven  Begay,  Navajo  cultural  specialist,  said  Navajo  leaders  are  pleased 
the  items  will  be  back  in  the  hands  of  their  rightful  owners.  Begay  declined 
to  say  what  the  items  were  or  how  they  are  used. 

"These  artifacts  were  given  to  the  Navajo  people  by  our  superiors,  the 
powers,"  he  said.  "For  other  people  to  have  those  items  was  not  what  they 
were  intended  for.  They  don't  know  how  to  use  them  or  what  they  are  used 
for . " 

Noel  Johns,  an  agent  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  said  the  items 
were  taken  from  a cave  in  northwestern  New  Mexico  in  1986,  before  it  was  a 
crime.  They  were  recovered  in  1991  after  tracking  them  through  dealers  in 
Santa  Fe,  N.M.,  and  New  York.  The  mask  was  found  at  a Tucson  home.  The  other 
objects  were  at  a Sante  Fe  gallery. 

A New  Mexico  man  pleaded  guilty  in  1992  to  selling  the  artifacts. 

Johns  said  it  has  taken  years  to  return  the  objects  to  the  Navajo  Nation 
because  federal  regulations  require  that  authorities  ensure  the  objects  are 
being  returned  to  the  proper  tribe. 
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The  call  of  the  past 

The  strange  echo  resembling  a bird's  call  in  the  Mayan  Temple  of  Kukulkan 
has  two  disparate  academic  fields  collaborating.  Will  acoustical 
archaeology  dig  up  the  next  batch  of  history?  By  Dennifer  Ouellette  c. 

Sept.  15,  1999 

Visitors  to  the  Mayan  Temple  of  Kukulkan  at  Chichen  Itza  in  Central 
Mexico  have  long  been  fascinated  by  an  unusual  sound  effect  of  the  ancient 
structure:  A mere  handclap  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  massive  staircases 
produces  a piercing  echo,  similar  to  a shriek.  To  some,  the  echo  sounds 
eerily  like  the  call  of  the  quetzal,  a brightly  colored  exotic  bird  native 
to  the  region  and  prized  for  its  long,  resplendent  tail  feathers.  The  echo 
effect  is  so  pronounced  that  it  has  raised  a provocative  question:  Could 
the  Maya  have  deliberately  designed  the  pyramid  to  emit  the  distinctive 
sound? 

Until  recently,  this  question  seemed  unanswerable.  How,  after  all,  does 
one  prove  intent  when  the  architects  of  a building  have  been  dead  for  a 
millennium?  But  thanks  to  an  emerging  new  field  --  acoustical  archaeology 
--  it  may  now  be  possible  to  shed  new  light  on  this  and  other  enduring 
mysteries  once  thought  to  be  irretrievably  locked  in  the  past.  Taking  a 
literal  riff  on  the  German  poet  Goethe's  reference  to  architecture  as 
"frozen  music,"  acoustical  archaeologists  believe  important  information 
about  the  past  can  be  gleaned  from  the  acoustics  of  ancient  structures. 

The  unusually  sophisticated  acoustics  of  Mayan  temples  have  puzzled 
visitors  for  years.  And  understandably  so:  In  the  Great  Ball  Court  at 
Chichen  Itza  --  545  feet  long  and  225  feet  wide  --a  whisper  at  one  end 
can  be  heard  clearly  at  the  other.  But  sound  is  an  aspect  that,  until  now, 
has  largely  been  ignored  by  archaeologists.  Nor  have  acousticians  taken 
much  interest  in  work  usually  done  by  archaeologists.  But  the  traditional 
boundaries  that  have  kept  the  two  fields  apart  are  beginning  to  blur  as  a 
handful  of  respected  acousticians  apply  their  expertise  to  such  acoustical 
phenomena . 

Among  them  is  David  Lubman,  an  acoustical  consultant  in  Westminster, 
Calif.,  who  frequently  serves  as  an  expert  witness  in  civil  and  criminal 
trials.  That's  his  bread  and  butter.  His  passion  is  studying  the  strange 
acoustical  effects  of  ancient  Mayan  architecture,  particularly  at  Chichen 
Itza,  a former  Maya-Toltec  city  in  the  northern  Yucatan  region  of  Mexico. 
Intrigued  by  the  debate  surrounding  the  mysterious  chirped  echo,  he  is  the 
first  to  make  scientific  measurements  of  the  echo  and  provide  a 
scientifically  credible  explanation  of  its  cause. 

The  science  behind  the  sound  turns  out  to  be  quite  simple.  Staircases 
are  periodic  elements  --  that  is,  they  are  repeated  at  regular  intervals 
in  a region  of  space.  The  gaps  in  the  step  faces  constitute  a diffraction 
grating,  causing  a series  of  periodic  sound-wave  reflections,  or  tonal 
echoes  --a  phenomenon  commonly  known  as  a "picket  fence  effect."  Lubman 
likens  the  effect  to  a rainbow.  "An  optical  diffraction  grating  transforms 
white  light,  spreading  its  frequencies  over  space,"  he  explains.  "An 
acoustical  diffraction  grating  transforms  white  noise  by  spreading  its 
frequencies  over  time."  The  chirped  echo,  in  other  words,  is  a rainbow  of 
sound . 

Lubman  compared  sound  recordings  of  a quetzal  chirping  in  its  natural 
rain-forest  habitat  and  the  echo.  They  weren't  identical,  but  he  found 
striking  similarities  in  sound  quality,  frequency,  length  and  harmonic 
structure  --  striking  enough  to  convince  him  that  the  echo  was 
intentionally  designed  to  mimic  the  quetzal's  call. 

His  discovery  sparked  considerable  excitement  and  controversy, 
especially  among  archaeologists.  Other  examples  of  tonal  echoes  can  be 
found  in  classical  architecture,  such  as  the  ancient  amphitheater  at 
Epidaurus,  in  Greece.  But  these  are  largely  believed  to  be  the  result  of 
design  defects.  Lubman ' s theory  of  deliberate  design  implies  that  the 


essentially  Stone  Age  Mayan  people  possessed  a grasp  of  engineering  and 
acoustical  principles  far  beyond  what  archaeologists  thought  possible.  If 
Lubman's  theory  proves  correct,  the  pyramid  at  Chichen  Itza  would  be  the 
world's  first  and  oldest  sound  recording,  and  the  Maya  the  earliest  known 
inventors  of  the  soundscape  --  a concept  only  recently  employed  by  modern 
urban  artists  to  create  sonic  architecture,  such  as  sound  parks. 

Few  doubt  that  the  quetzal  held  a place  of  honor  in  Mayan  culture.  Mayan 
priests  are  believed  to  have  performed  their  theatrical  ceremonies  draped 
in  quetzal  feathers,  accentuating  their  larger-than-life  appearance. 
Following  the  Spanish  conquest  of  Central  America,  the  quetzal  became  a 
symbol  of  freedom  for  the  indigenous  people  of  the  region,  since  it  was 
believed  that  the  bird  could  not  long  survive  in  captivity.  Although  near 
extinction  today,  the  quetzal  is  the  national  bird  of  Guatemala  and  the 
name  of  its  primary  unit  of  currency.  And  in  what  some  call  a critical 
piece  of  circumstantial  evidence,  a Mayan  glyph  from  the  Dresden  Codex 
depicts  the  serpent  god  Kukulkan  with  a giant  quetzal  behind  him. 

Lubman  sees  further  proof  in  the  pyramid's  famous  "shadow  show."  The 
temple  is  aligned  astronomically  so  that  during  the  spring  and  fall 
equinox,  an  undulating  serpentine  shadow  projects  against  the  balustrades 
of  the  north  side  of  the  staircase.  "The  quetzal  sound  could  have  been 
evoked  by  a priestly  handclap  made  at  a critical  moment  in  the  ceremony," 
Lubman  says.  "This  would  reinforce  the  dramatic  impact  and  religious 
purpose. " 

But  does  it  all  add  up  to  intentional  design?  Samuel  Edgerton,  an 
architectural  historian  at  Williams  College  in  Massachusetts,  has  his 
doubts.  "It's  an  interesting  theory  and  there's  a certain  validity  to  it," 
he  says,  citing  instances  where  the  Maya  are  known  to  have  used 
architecture  to  denote  spiritual  symbolism.  It  is  also  clear  that,  in  an 
age  without  electronic  amplification,  the  Maya  designed  their  buildings 
with  acoustical  concerns  in  mind.  "But  it's  limited,  as  far  as  we  know,  to 
human  sounds.  To  have  it  replicate  the  call  of  a bird  is  getting  to  be  a 
stretch."  He  believes  Lubman  may  be  overstating  the  relevance  of  the 
quetzal  to  the  temple  at  Chichen  Itza.  "The  quetzal  bird  had  a semi- 
sacredness  to  the  Maya,  but  more  for  its  colorful  feathers,"  he  says. 
"There's  no  solid  evidence  that  it  was  ever  worshiped  or  transmogrified 
into  a god  or  deity." 

Those  native  to  the  region  seem  less  skeptical.  While  visiting 
ceremonial  centers  in  Mexico,  Chilean  archaeologist  and  ethnomusicologist 
Claudio  Mercado  was  told  by  locals  that  the  echo  effect  is  known  locally 
as  "la  cola  del  quetzal,"  or  "the  quetzal's  tail."  His  colleague.  Dose 
Perez  de  Arce,  a specialist  in  pre-Columbian  musical  instruments,  heard 
similar  reports  while  visiting  the  same  regions,  lending  further  credence 
to  Lubman's  theory.  But  George  Izenour,  a fellow  acoustical  archaeologist 
who  specializes  in  the  acoustics  of  Western  classical  structures,  shares 
the  archaeological  community's  skepticism:  "It's  all  nonsense,  but  it's 
charming  nonsense." 

Edgerton  and  Lubman  agree  on  one  point:  The  Maya  would  most  likely  have 
discovered  such  effects  by  accident,  developing  their  unique  acoustical 
architecture  by  trial  and  error  over  time.  "There's  no  evidence  whatsoever 
in  the  history  of  architecture,  until  the  middle  of  the  16th  century  A.D., 
where  any  builder  made  drawings  to  scale  on  paper  a priori  and  then 
constructed  it  afterwards,"  says  Edgerton.  "Not  that  the  Maya  couldn't 
have  done  that;  they  just  didn't."  He  believes  the  same  is  true  of  the 
serpentine  shadow  at  Chichen  Itza,  even  though  academia's  most  famous 
Mayanist,  the  late  Linda  Scheie,  believed  the  Maya  deliberately  planned 
the  stunning  effect.  "It's  so  unique  and  so  remarkable  that  the  debate  is 
understandable,"  Edgerton  says.  "But  I have  to  defend  what  I know  about 
ancient  architecture." 

Edgerton  admits  he  would  find  the  theory  more  convincing  if  there  were 
more  than  one  instance  of  such  an  effect  in  Mayan  architecture.  No  problem, 
says  Lubman,  pointing  to  similar  phenomena  reported  at  the  Mayan  pyramid 
at  Tikal  in  Guatemala,  and  at  the  Pyramid  of  the  Magicians  in  Uxmals, 
Mexico.  In  fact,  one  could  expect  to  hear  such  echoes  from  any  Mayan 
temple  with  a stone  staircase  facing  an  open  plaza.  "It's  much  easier  to 
find  reports  of  these  echoes  than  it  is  to  get  archaeologists  to 


investigate  them/'  he  says. 

Non  are  the  unusual  acoustical  effects  at  Mayan  sites  limited  to  tonal 
echoes.  Guides  in  Tulum  on  the  Yucatan  coast  will  report  that  the  temple 
there  emits  a clear,  long-range  whistle  when  the  wind  direction  and 
velocity  are  just  right  --  a possible  signal  to  warn  of  developing  storms. 
Then  there  are  Chichen  Itza ' s "musical  phalluses":  a set  of  artillery- 
shell-shaped  stones  that  produce  clear,  nearly  melodic  tones  when  tapped 
with  a wooden  mallet. 

"Echo  chambers"  similar  to  the  Great  Ball  Court  can  be  found  in  many 
European  domed  cathedrals  --  most  notably  St.  Paul's  in  London  and  St. 
Peter's  in  Rome  --  and  the  large  theater  near  Syracuse  in  Sicily,  known  as 
the  "Ear  of  Dionysus."  In  each  case,  the  amplification  is  created  by  sound 
waves  echoing  off  the  curved  surfaces  of  the  dome.  But  the  Great  Ball 
Court  has  no  vaulted  ceiling  to  provide  the  requisite  curved  surface  for 
the  reflections,  and  although  theories  abound,  the  source  of  its 
amplification  is  still  not  fully  understood.  The  famed  conductor  Leopold 
Stowkowski  of  the  Philadelphia  Symphony  Orchestra  spent  four  days  at  the 
site  in  1931,  determined  to  uncover  the  ingenious  design  principles  behind 
the  effect,  hoping  to  adapt  them  to  an  open-air  concert  theater  he  was 
designing.  He  left  empty-handed. 

Questions  of  intent  aside,  Edgerton  recognizes  the  benefits  archaeology 
could  gain  from  acoustical  expertise.  Still,  he  urges  a cautious 
collaboration.  "Let  us  reconstruct  from  what  we  know,  rather  than 
conjecturing  about  birds." 

The  rest  of  the  archaeological  community  seems  to  be  slowly  coming 
around:  Lubman  recently  presented  his  first  paper  at  an  archaeology 
meeting,  the  first  non-archaeologist  to  do  so,  albeit  with  traditional 
"crackpot"  placement:  dead  last  in  a contributed  session.  But  the  response 
was  cautiously  positive  and  he's  been  asked  to  contribute  an  article  to  a 
prominent  Mayan  journal  on  the  topic.  Acousticians  are  responding  in  kind. 
Next  month's  meeting  of  the  Acoustical  Society  of  America  will  feature  an 
entire  session  devoted  to  the  work  of  acoustical  archaeologists. 

To  Lubman,  the  fledgling  field  of  acoustical  archaeology  can  only 
augment  traditional  archaeology's  long  list  of  accomplishments  in 
rediscovering  our  human  past.  And  he  remains  convinced  of  his  theory  about 
Chichen  Itza's  chirped  echo.  "It's  ironic  that  an  entity  as  ephemeral  as 
sound  can  persist  longer  than  the  creators  of  the  space,"  he  says.  "Where 
else  in  the  world  have  an  ancient  people  preserved  a sacred  sound  by 
coding  it  into  stone,  so  that  a thousand  years  later,  people  might  hear  it 
and  wonder?" 
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Don  Lockhart:  The  Innu  have  known  it  for  years.  Something  is 
changing  the  way  animals  taste  in  Labrador.  Last  winter  an  informal 
study  by  the  Atlantic  Veterinary  College  discovered  one  possible 
cause,  abnormal  levels  of  cadmium  and  agonchlorines  were  found  in 
some  ducks  and  caribou.  Those  toxins  could  cause  health  problems  for 
the  Innu. 


Cindy  Wall:  But  they  need  more  information.  So  Environment  Canada  is 


funding  a three-year,  $300,000  study  to  be  done  by  the  Innu  Nation 
and  the  Atlantic  Veterinary  College.  John  Van  Leewen  is  an 
Epidemiologist  at  the  College  and  reporter  Paul  Pigott  reached  him  in 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

Paul  Pigott:  Your  veterinary  college  is  about  to  start  off  on  some 
studies  in  Northern  Labrador,  what  is  this  all  about,  what  is  this 
project? 

John  Van  Leewen:  Well  there  are  two  main  parts  to  this  project  and 
the  first  one  is  a harvesting  and  consumption  survey.  What  we  would 
like  to  do  is  get  a better  handle  of  exactly  which  species  are 
consumed  by  the  Innu  people  and  how  many  pounds  per  person  roughly, 
to  get  some  estimate  of  that.  Once  we  have  that  baseline  data  then 
we  can,  with  the  second  part  of  the  study,  determine  what  kind  of 
exposure  the  average  person  in  the  Innu  Nation  would  be  receiving  in 
terms  of  toxin  levels.  So  the  second  part  of  the  study  is  actually 
taking  samples  of  animals  that  have  been  harvested  and  sending  them 
away  for  toxin  analysis,  various  things,  oganochlorines,  PCB's,  those 
sort  of  things,  pesticides,  metals.  Also  we  will  be  doing  some 
autopsies  on  these  animals  that  have  been  killed  for  consumption  and 
looking  at  the  carcass,  weighing  the  carcass  and  seeing  if  there  are 
any  abnormalities  of  the  liver,  the  kidney,  those  sort  of  things  that 
typically  happen  when  they  are  exposed  to  higher  levels  of  toxins. 

Paul  Pigott:  So  first  of  all  you  have  to  find  though  what  the  Innu 
are  eating.  I'm  just  wondering  how  you  are  going  to  do  that. 

John  Van  Leewen:  Well  we've  got  a diary  set  up  and  so  the  people,  the 
harvesters,  in  particular  the  hunters  will  be  keeping  track  of  every 
animal  that  they  have  hunted  or  caught.  So  we  will  have  a total  of 
that  for  a year  and  then  we  will  be  conducting  some  surveys  as  well, 
some  interviews  with  the  people  to  determine  what  they  are  actually 
consuming  from  these  animals  and  that  will  give  us  an  idea  how  much 
on  a per  person  basis  they  are  consuming  from  these  animals. 

Paul  Pigott:  So  when  do  you  plan  to  get  started  on  this  project? 

John  Van  Leewen:  We  are  actually  heading  to  Goose  Bay,  a group  of  us 
from  the  Atlantic  Vet  College,  next  week  and  we  are  going  to  hold  our 
first  meetings  with  them  with  regard  to  this  project,  Larry  Innes, 
who  is  the  environmental  advisor  there,  he  has  already  been  speaking 
with  some  of  the  elders  and  people  of  the  community  to  let  them  know 
that  this  is  on  it's  way. 

Paul  Pigott:  You  got  into  that  a little  bit  about  what  the  reason  for 
this  project  is  but  I guess  there  are  concerns  about  the  health  of 
the  Innu  people  because  of  contaminants  that  are  getting  in  their 
wild  food? 

John  Van  Leewen:  Well  we  don't  know  how  much  of  a health  concern 
there  is  so  I don't  want  to  overstate  the  health  concern.  The 
purpose  of  the  study  is  to  determine  what  level  of  exposure  they  are 
actually  undergoing.  We  actually  applied  for  a third  part  of  the 
study  to  sample  some  of  the  people  themselves,  looking  at  levels  of 
metals  in  their  hair  and  breast  milk  and  that  sort  of  thing  but  that 
part  of  the  study  wasn't  funded  for  various  reasons  and  so  we  are 
seeking  money  to  do  that  part  of  the  study  as  well.  That  would  kind 
of  complete  the  picture  of  going  from  what  they  consume  to  what  they 
are  being  exposed  in  terms  of  the  animals  themselves  to  what  the 
levels  are  in  their  bodies  and  whether  that  is  having  any  health 
effect  on  them.  So  that's  the  larger  picture  of  what  we  would  like  to 
achieve  and  look  all  the  way  along.  At  this  point  we  just  have  the 
funding  to  look  at  what  are  they  consuming,  what  are  the  levels  of 
toxins  in  there,  what  is  the  parent  exposure  as  best  as  we  can 


estimate  and  is  that  a concern  at  this  point. 


Paul  Pigott:  So  you  won't  be  answering  the  question  I think  a lot  of 
people  here  in  Labrador  were  quite  surprised  to  hear  that  these  kind 
of  pollutants  were  getting  into  animals.  We  always  thought  is  was  a 
very  clean  environment  up  here  but  you  won't  answer  the  question  on 
how  those  pollutants  are  getting  into  the  animals. 

John  Van  Leewen:  No  that  wasn't  our  mandate  at  the  start  when  we  were 
looking  for  funding.  We  just  wanted  to  answer  the  question,  is  there 
a concern  at  this  point?  Because  if  there  isn't  a lot  of  exposure 
then  that  other  next  question  of  how  is  it  getting  there  isn't 
relevant.  So  this  kind  of  has  to  be  done  first.  If  we  do  find  there 
are  significant  levels  of  toxins  there  that  are  health  concerns  then 
that  next  question  certainly  is  important  and  would  be  pursued 
subsequent.  At  this  point  we  need  to  establish  what  the  level  of 
concern  is. 

Paul  Pigott:  So  is  there  anything  now  that  hunters  of  Innu,  Inuit  or 
even  some  of  the  white  people  here  in  Labrador,  what  should  they  do? 

John  Van  Leewen:  If  they  catch  anything  that  looks  out  of  the 
ordinary  at  all  in  any  way,  in  terms  of  meat  color  or  that  the  liver 
doesn't  look  quite  right  to  them  or  something  like  that  then  they 
want  to  hesitate  in  actually  consuming  that  animal.  That  would  be  on 
the  precautionary  side.  Beyond  that  we  don't  have  really  very  good 
guidelines  to  suggest  much  more  at  this  point.  What  we  hope  to  do 
is,  with  the  toxin  analysis,  be  able  to  tell  them  after  three  years, 
yes  these  older  animals  of  this  species  had  higher  levels  regularly 
and  so  you  want  to  avoid  the  older  ones  of  this  particular  species. 

That's  what  we  hope  to  obtain  by  the  end  of  the  study. 

Paul  Pigott:  Okay  well  I guess  we  will  have  to  follow  this  as  the 
study  goes  along  and  hopefully  in  three  years  we  will  have  a better 
picture. 

John  Van  Leewen:  For  sure. 

Paul  Pigott:  Thank  you  very  much  for  talking  to  us. 

John  Van  Leewen:  Okay  your  very  welcome. 

Don  Lockhart:  John  Van  Leewen  is  an  epidemiologist  at  the  Atlantic 
Veterinary  College  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 

- — "RE:  Santee  Casino  Showdown"  — - 

Date:  Tue,  14  Sep  1999  12:54:06  -0500 

From:  "Shunkmanitu  Ska"  <shunka-ska@altavista.net> 

Sub j : Santee  Casino 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Published  Tuesday 
September  14,  1999 

Nebraska  to  Babbitt:  Stay  Out  of  Santee  Casino  Showdown 
BY  ROBERT  DORR 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  should  not  intervene  in  the  Santee 
Sioux  Tribe's  effort  to  win  legal  permission  to  operate  a casino  in 
Nebraska,  the  State  of  Nebraska  says. 

In  a response  to  the  tribe's  request  for  Babbitt's  intervention,  the 
state  cited  its  oft-stated  position  that  it  can't  permit  the  Santee  Sioux 
Tribe  to  operate  a type  of  gambling  that  isn't  legal  in  Nebraska. 

Gov.  Mike  lohanns  and  Attorney  General  Don  Stenberg  responded  jointly  in 


a letter  made  public  Monday. 

In  May,  the  tribe  asked  Babbitt  to  intervene  under  a new  federal  rule 
permitting  the  Interior  Department  to  become  involved  in  certain  Indian 
gambling  cases.  The  Interior  Department  has  said  its  new  rule  permitting 
intervention  would  apply  only  if  a state  had  denied  a tribe  the  right  to 
run  a type  of  gambling  that  otherwise  is  allowed  in  that  state. 

The  state,  under  lohanns  and  former  Gov.  Ben  Nelson,  consistently  has 
taken  the  position  that  it  can't  make  an  exception  for  the  Santees. 

In  view  of  Nebraska's  long-held  position,  the  state's  response  to  the 
tribe's  request  for  Interior  Department  intervention  isn't  surprising, 
Conly  Schulte,  an  attorney  for  the  tribe,  said  Monday. 

In  a 38-page  response,  lohanns  and  Stenberg  said  the  tribe's  contention 
that  numerous  video  slot  machines  are  operated  illegally  in  Nebraska  isn't 
a reason  to  authorize  the  tribe  to  conduct  similar  gambling. 

They  denied  that  the  state  is  lax  in  enforcing  a ban  on  video  slot 
machines.  "The  Nebraska  State  Patrol  has  undertaken  numerous 
investigations  relating  to  illegal  gambling  activities  over  the  years  and 
continues  to  do  so,"  they  said  in  a Sept.  9 letter  to  George  T.  Skibine, 
the  Interior  Department's  director  of  Indian  gaming. 

On  another  point,  lohanns  and  Stenberg  said  that  while  some  charities, 
schools  and  private  clubs  have  conducted  Las  Vegas  nights  and  casino 
nights  in  "isolated  instances,"  the  state  has  "clear  public  policy" 
against  such  gambling  and  investigates  and  prosecutes  offenders. 

The  Santees  continue  to  operate  a gambling  casino  on  their  Knox  County 
reservation  in  northeast  Nebraska  even  though  courts  have  ruled  that  the 
casino  is  violating  a federal  law  in  remaining  open  without  a state 
compact.  However,  authorities  haven't  been  able  to  get  the  casino  shut 
down . 

lohanns  and  Stenberg  said  "the  tribe  should  accept  the  fact  that  it  has 
litigated  the  scope  of  the  gaming  issue  and  lost." 

In  the  latest  court  hearing  on  Aug.  27,  the  tribe's  leaders  staved  off 
an  effort  by  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  to  persuade  a federal  judge  to 
hold  the  tribe's  leaders  in  contempt  of  court  for  not  closing  the  casino. 

— "RE:  Confederation  of  Elders  of  America"  

Date:  Thursday,  September  16,  1999 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Confederation  of  Elders  of  America 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Alex  and  Carmen  Perez  <alexandcarmenperez@juno . com> 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Hi  Robert. 

Thank  you  for  responding  so  quickly.  I'm  sorry  we  took  so  long 
to  reply.  We  have  been  very  busy  with  this  project.  All  the  help 
you  can  give  us  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

On  September  28  thru  October  10,  we  are  hoping  to  gather 
over  400  Indigenous  Elders  from  North,  South  and  Central 
America.  A gathering  like  this  has  never  happened  here  in  the 
United  States.  It  will  be  taking  place  in  three  different  sights 
here  in  New  Mexico.  These  Elders  will  gather  in  unity  to  make 
a declaration  to  the  world  for  the  sake  of  the  Earth  and  all  of 
its  inhabitants. 

Terry  Fischer,  one  of  the  board  members  of  the  organizing 
committee,  was  here  today  and  I gave  her  a copy  of  your 
e-mail  to  us.  She  will  be  sending  you  more  info.  too. 

The  website  for  CIEPA  (Confederation  of  Indigenous 
Elders  and  priests  of  America)  is  http://www.ciepa.org/ 

E-mail  address  is  elders.guides@juno.com 

Thanks  for  your  interest  in  this  most  auspicious  event. 

Alex  and  Carmen  Perez 


email : alexandcarmenperez@juno . com 


Sub j : [BIGMTLIST]  Confederation  of  Elders  Update 
From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

The  following  information  was  received  just  now  from  Lilia  at  the 
Confederation  of  Elders  organization.  The  upcoming  (international)  elders 
meeting  is  for  ELDERS  ONLY  and  not  the  public,  supporters,  or  press. 
However,  there  will  be  a chance  for  some  people  to  meet  with  the  elders  on 
October  9th  at  Nambe  Falls  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico.  This  meeting  will  occur 
from  sunrise  to  sunset.  No  press  allowed.  There  may  be  a press  conference 
on  Oct.  10th  in  Sante  Fe  or  Nambe.  It  was  emphasized  that  this  is  a very 
serious  meeting  of  the  elders,  "the  real  thing." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  . 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you 
may  subscribe  by  following  this  link: 
http: //www. onelist . com/ subscribe/BIGMTLIST. 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at 

http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


This  message  was  sent  to  you  by 
Name:  BIGMTLIST 

Email  Address:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
IP  Address:  ppp-66.odienet.net 

— "RE:  Sober  Warrior's  Page"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Sep  1999  22:35:10  EDT 
From:  Takkonl@aol.com 

Sub  j : SOBER  WARRIOR'S  PAGE Tuesday,  Sept . 21, 1999 

"DRUG  ADDICTION,  ALCOHOLISM  AND  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  INDIAN'S" 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

"PLEASE  NOTE" 

For  those  of  you  that  wish  to  share  your  experiences,  strengths,  hopes 
and  tragedies  about  drug  addiction  & alcoholism,  please  forward  them,  alone 
with  written  permission,  so  we  may  published  your  related  story  within  this 
page,  please  send  to:  SbrWarrior@aol.com 

For  those  of  you  that  wish  only  to  comment  about  this  page,  please  send  your 

comments  to:  SbrWarrior@aol . com 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

In  the  past  few  weeks,  I have  related  a small  amount  of  some  of  the 
experiences  I have  had  while  being  actively  addicted  to  alcohol,  and  what 
it  had  done  to  me.  This  week  I would  like  to  relate  a little  on  what 
recovery  from  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  is  like.  I'm  sure  that  many 
of  you  can  remember  the  pain  that  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  put  us 
through,  and  the  feelings  of  hopelessness.  I won't  kid  you  in  saying  that 
the  first  step  in  recovery  is  an  easy  one,  it  is  in  most  parts,  the 
hardest  thing  we  have  ever  done  in  our  lives.  There  are  no  easy  ways,  or 
shortcuts  to  begin  recovery,  but  it  all  begins  when  we  admit  that  we  are 
powerless  over  alcohol,  or  drugs,  our  lives  had  become  so  insane  for  the 
want  of  alcohol,  or  drugs,  that  we  could  no  longer  function  as  normal 
human  beings.  We  have  to  keep  in  mind  that  alcohol,  or  drugs  tell  us  that 
we  don't  have  a problem.  Its  people,  places,  things  and  situation  that 
are  our  problems,  and  not  the  drinking  we  are  doing,  or  the  drugs  we  are 
using.  I'm  sure  if  you  were  to  ask  an  active  alcoholic  if  he/she  has  a 
problem  drinking,  their  answer  would  be  something  like,  no,  I can  drink 
just  fine,  thank  you,  or  you  could  ask  a drug  addict  if  they  have  problems 
with  drugs,  and  they  would  say,  yes,  their  wondering  where  their  going  to 
make  their  next  hit?  What  it  all  boils  down  to,  is  that  alcoholism  and 


drug  addiction  is  an  affliction  that  tells  us  we  don't  have  a problem 
with  it!  The  first  important  step  in  recovery  is  to  set  aside  our  denials, 
and  admit  that  we  do  have  a real  problem  with  alcohol,  or  drugs!  Although 
this  might  sound  like  an  easy  beginning  to  the  road  of  recovery,  it  is 
not  by  all  means  that  easy,  we  have  to  remember  that  the  alcoholic,  or 
drug  addict  live  in  their  own  self  made  world  of  denial.  For  many,  there 
is  the  feeling  of  hopelessness,  alcohol,  or  drugs  have  just  about  wiped 
most  of  our  memory's  of  what  it  was  like  to  live  sober,  or  clean.  For 
myself,  I think  the  hardest  part  in  the  beginning  of  my  recovery,  was 
going  through  the  withdrawals  of  what  alcohol  had  done  to  me?  For  those  of 
you  that  don't  understand,  withdrawals  is  what  happens  when  you  take  the 
alcohol,  or  drugs  away  from  an  alcoholic,  or  drug  addict.  Alcohol,  or 
drugs  have  seeded  themselves  so  well  into  our  body's,  that  when  taken 
away,  it  will  put  us  through  a living  hell  for  the  want  of  it?  For  many, 
they  have  gone  through  the  shakes,  vomiting  and  their  minds  have  been  in 
utter  turmoil.  I know  that  this  doesn't  paint  a very  pretty  picture  for 
those  that  want  to  quit,  but  I have  to  be  honest  to  give  you  a better 
understanding  of  what  it  takes  to  begin  your  recovery.  As  you  have  fought 
so  hard  to  make  sure  you  had  your  next  drink,  or  drug,  you  will  fight 
even  harder  to  say  no  more!  During  your  recovery,  many  questions  will 
cross  your  minds,  like,  what  will  I do  with  all  the  time  I will  have  now 
on  my  hands?  Believe  me,  your  going  to  wish  you  had  more  time  in  a day, 
then  you  had  thought?  We  have  to  remember,  we're  learning  all  over  again 
to  live  sober,  or  clean.  Next  thought  will  be,  how  will  we  benefit  in 
recovery?  I think  that  the  simplest  way  to  answer  this  question  is  to  say, 
take  a piece  of  paper  and  make  a list  of  all  the  things  that  alcohol,  or 
drugs,  have  beneficially  done  for  you  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side, 
write  what  you  have  gained  from  not  drinking,  or  drugging  has  done  for 
you?  I think  in  time  you  will  be  amazed  in  what  you  will  come  up  with  for 
an  answer?  The  first  thing  I found,  was  the  word,  hopelessness  has 
changed  into  hope,  powerlessness,  has  now  become  power  in  knowing  that  I 
can  now  make  the  right  choices  in  life,  shame  and  humiliation  have  become, 
self-respect  within  ones  self,  the,  I can't  do  this,  becomes,  I can  do 
this.  The  list  goes  on,  and  on,  day  after  day  in  recovery,  there  is  no 

end  to  it.  For  many  out  there  in  this  world,  you  will  hear,  I can't  do 

this  alone!  Take  hope  my  friends,  there  are  fellowships  out  there  that 
will  help  you  along  the  hard  path  you  have  ahead  of  you  in  recovery,  seek 

them  out,  their  not  all  that  hard  to  find.  For  some,  they  will  ask,  what 

is  a fellowship?  A fellowship  is  a group  of  people  that  gather  together 
to  support  one  another  in  the  need  to  stay  sober,  or  clean  of  drugs.  You 
might  find  these  groups  in  Alcoholic's  Anonymous,  or  Narcotic's  Anonymous, 
you  might  also  find  help  within  your  clergy,  or  your  spiritual  guide.  The 
point  being,  that  you  don't  have  to  go  through  the  pain  of  recovery  alone, 
there  are  people  out  there  that  are  willing  to  help  you  through  this 
difficult  time  in  your  life,  to  help  you  walk  again  on  a path  that  is 
second  better  then  to  none!  If  you  want  to  see  what  I have  seen  within 
recovery,  then  seek  these  people  out!  My  first  day  of  recovery  was  with 
such  a group.  I knew  I couldn't  do  this  alone,  I couldn't  remember  how  to 
live  life  sober,  I had  no  idea  what  was  expected  of  me  to  live  life  sober? 
Its  hard  to  put  into  words  what  I felt  at  my  first  gathering,  other  then, 

I wanted  what  these  people  had,  and  I was  willing  do  anything  it  took  to 
have  it!  I wish  I could  find  the  words  to  express  the  feeling  I felt  when 
I entered  that  room  of  people?  All  I can  say  is,  it  was  the  first  time  in 
a very,  very  long  time  that  I have  ever  known  what  the  true  meaning  of 
serenity  meant  to  me.  I was  within  a group  of  people  that  fully 
understood  just  what  I was  going  through,  and  opened  their  minds,  and 
hearts  to  me  freely.  They  shared  with  me  a wealth  of  wisdom  that  I had 
never  known  before  in  my  life,  a way  of  life  that  I could  now  stand 
strong,  sober  and  free  for  just  one  more  day  of  what  the  booze  and  drugs 
were  doing  to  me.  I learned  how  to  live  life,  just  one  day  at  a time,  all 
the  yesterdays  were  now  behind  me,  and  all  the  tomorrow's  have  not 
happened  yet,  but  for  today,  this  I have.  I learned  how  to  do  battle  with 
my  alcoholism  day  by  day,  and  that  for  today,  I will  not  drink,  or  drug. 

In  the  beginning,  the  battle  was  hard  fought,  I had  to  learn  now  to 
become  a mighty  warrior  within  myself,  a sober  warrior.  Please  try  to 


understand,  a sober  warrior  is  not  just  for  the  Indian,  but  for  all  that 
do  battle  with  their  alcoholism,  and  drug  addiction,  day  after  day,  and 
win  the  battle  for  that  day,  that  is  the  true  meaning  of  what  a sober 
warrior  is.  There  are  many  sober  warrior's  within  our  lives,  all  we  need 
do  is  to  seek  them  out  and  join  them  on  their  path  of  recovery.  We  are 
many  in  number,  and  in  time  you  will  come  to  quickly  come  to  recognize 
them  by  their  smile  on  their  faces,  the  love  that  beats  within  their 
hearts,  and  the  freedom  that  now  lives  within  their  spirits.  There  is  no 
truer  meaning  of  what  a sober  warrior  is  until  you  have  felt  the  freedom 
within  your  spirit  for  the  want  of  alcohol,  or  drugs.  We  are  a nation  of 
many  that  stand  strong  and  proud  of  who  and  what  we  have  become  in  life 
being  in  recovery.  For  the  active  alcoholic,  or  drug  addict  out  there, 
you  have  but  one  of  two  choices  in  life  to  now  make.  You  can  die  in 
despair,  with  much  pain,  humiliation  and  shame,  or  live  a meaningful, 
productive  life  in  recovery,  the  choice  is  yours!  Your  life,  or  death  all 
depends  upon  your  choice,  no  one  can  make  this  choice,  but  you! 
<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

For  those  of  you  that  wish  to  seek  some  information  on  drug  and  alcohol 
among  children,  please  go  to  this  web  site? 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

Drug  and  Violence  Prevention  Story  and  Activity  Book 

http: //www. ihs.gov/Publidnfo/Publications/McGruff/lessons/index.asp 

McGruff  & Scruff  Kids  Comics  About  Flealth  and  Safety 

http: //www. ihs.gov/Publidnfo/Publications/McGruff/lessons/index.asp 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

National  Association  for  Native  American  Children  of  Alcoholics 
http : //www. nanacoa . org/ 

National  Association  for  Native  American  Children  of  Alcoholics 
http : //www. nanacoa . org/ 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

Drug-addicted  moms 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/ 0919methmoms . shtml 
Arizona  Central:  Mom  learns  about  sobriety 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/ 

<>><>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<> 

"RE : Ipperwash"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Sep  1999  10:36:33  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Ipperwash 

- Original  message  follows 

Date:  Friday,  September  3,  1999 
From:  Russ  Mitchell  <russell@nt.net> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Justice  / Aboriginal  Affairs 
September  3,  1999 
Queen's  Park 
Immediate  Release 

Harris  has  no  choice  but  to  call  a public  inquiry  on  fourth 
anniversary  of  Dudley  George's  death,  says  Hampton. 

Toronto  - After  four  years  of  trying  to  stall  the  court  process  and 
denials  few  believe,  Harris  has  no  choice  but  to  call  a public  inquiry 
into  the  death  of  Dudley  George  at  Ipperwash  Park  on  September 
6,  1995,  said  Howard  Hampton,  Leader  of  the  Ontario  NDP  today. 

"It's  been  four  years  now  since  the  death  of  Dudley  George  and  the 
Harris  government  hasn't  been  able  to  wriggle  their  way  out  of  this," 
said  Hampton.  "The  issue  won't  go  away,  they  have  to  agree  to  a 
public  inquiry  and  accept  that  they're  accountable  for  their  actions 
like  everyone  else  and  tell  the  truth  about  what  happened  at  Ipperwash 
Park."  The  family  of  Dudley  George  alleges  that  the  Harris  government 
ordered  the  OPP  to  assault  the  native  protesters  at  Ipperwash  Park 
instead  of  negotiating  a peaceful  settlement  and  are  partly  responsible 


for  the  death  of  Dudley  George,  who  was  shot  during  the  assault. 

In  Duly  of  this  year,  the  court  rejected  the  Government  of  Ontario's 
request  to  be  excluded  from  the  George  family  lawsuit  on  a technicality. 
Premier  Mike  Harris,  then-Solicitor  General  Bob  Runciman  and,  then 
Attorney  General  Charles  Harnick,  will  have  to  appear  before  the  court 
this  Fall. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Robin  Cantin 
Phone:  (416)  325-7324  Opseu  593 

Petition  For  A Public  Inquiry  Into  The  Death  Of  Dudley  George 
URL : http://www.nt . net /~r us sell/pet it ion . html 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  LeonardPeltier 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  LeonardPeltier 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee" 
email  list,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-off@mail-list.com 

"RE : Camp  Dustice  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Sep  1999  23:30:07  GMT 
From:  wlfskr@leba.net  (Pat  Morris) 

Sub j : Camp  Dustice  Update  9/15/99 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Today  the  members  of  Camp  Dustice  went  to  the  Oglala  Tribal  Council 
meeting  and  asked  to  be  put  on  the  agenda.  They  were  told  that  they 
could  not  be  on  the  agenda  until  next  month.  Therefore  they  handed  the 
following  out  to  each  member  of  the  Council: 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 

September  15,  1999 

To  the  Oglala  Council  from  Camp  Dustice: 

We  realize  that  a 2/3  vote  is  necessary  to  be  placed  on  the  agenda, 
however  we  at  Camp  Dustice  feel  that  the  issues  of:  (1)  the  unsolved 
murders  of  Ron  Hard  Heart  and  Wally  Black  Elk  and  (2)  the  land  claim, 
are  very  important.  We  need  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  to  begin 
getting  involved  in  these  issues  as  they  concern  the  overall 
membership  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  Your  attention  in  this  matter  is 
appreciated . 

Thank  you. 

We  at  Camp  Dustice  are  requesting  Dudge  Patrick  Lee  to  expedite  the 
injunction  before  him.  We  at  Camp  Dustice  are  requesting  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribe  to  direct  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  to  start 
exercising  their  authority  pursuant  to  the  law  and  order  code  of  a dry 
reservation  and  start  initiating  roadblocks  to  prevent  alcohol  and 
drugs  from  entering  our  reservation.  The  Whiteclay  land  issue  should 
be  immediately  addressed  to  prevent  accidents  and  deaths  due  to 
alcoholism.  The  Oglala  Tribal  Council  does  possess  the  power  to 
address  these  critical  issues.  We  at  Camp  Dustice  pray  that  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribal  Council  will  adhere  to  our  request. 


Makoce  is  sacred  and  our  wakanyega  are  sacred. 


Mitakuye  oyasin. 


"RE ; Press  Conf.  by  Family  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Sep  1999  20:33:11  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : The  Ottawa  Press  Conf  re  AnnaMae 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . 

Some  days  ago  I travelled  back  to  the  city  of  Ottawa  & went  to  the 
Parliament  buildings  for  a press  conference  called  by  the  Pictou  family,  & 

I met  AnnaMae' s 2 little  girls.  They  are  no  longer  little  & have  children 
of  their  own.  And  I cried  as  I held  these  two  women  in  my  arms,  as  I once 
held  their  mother.  They  are  full  of  the  beauty  as  their  mother  held,  & it 
felt  very  good.  They  have  a hard  road  ahead,  bringing  to  justice  the 
animals  that  snuffed  out  the  light  that  was  AnnnaMae,  so  I ask  each  of  the 
real  people  here  to  pray  that  strength  be  shared  with  them. 

And  now  as  to  what  I heard  at  the  press  conference. 

First  & foremost  it  must  be  understood  by  all  who  read  this  that  AIM,  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  was  not  & is  not  the  "target"  of  this  campaign 
to  clear  the  name  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou  & to  bring  justice  to  her  memory  & 
relief  from  pain  to  her  family.  That  the  kidnapping,  rape  & murder  of 
AnnaMae  Pictou  was  carried  out  by  semi-humans  that  pretended  (&  still 
pretend)  to  be  "AIM  Warriors"  is  coincidental. 

Again  I will  say  it:  AIM  is  a movement,  NOT  an  "organization",  & in  the 
same  way  that  a movement  has  no  leaders,  no  one  task  or  person  more  or 
less  important  than  the  next,  no  warrior  of  AIM,  man  or  woman,  is  less 
human  than  any  other.  That's  one  thing  AnnaMae 's  rapist-killers  forgot,  or 
probably  never  knew.  AnnaMae  was  AIM,  all  the  way.  Feeding  & clothing  the 
poorer  relations,  caring  for  urban  brothers  & sisters  ground  down  by  the 
uncaring..,  sharing  with  the  wounded  survivors  of  the  War  of  Genocide.., 
fighting  for  land  & language  & most  of  all  for  the  dignity  of  each  person 
of  every  Nation  is  just  as  important  as  manning  headline-marches  & 
barricades.  The  1000 's  of  AIM  Warriors  who  fight  each  day  on  those  1000 's 
of  "smaller"  battlefields  is  what  AIM,  the  REAL  AIM  is  all  about.  The  REAL 
AIM  had  nothing  to  do  with  this. 

The  press  conference  took  place  at  the  Centre  Block  of  Canada's  Parliament 
on  Thurs  16th  Sept  at  11AM.  It  was  carried  live  across  Canada  on  the 
Canadian  Parliamentary  Channel,  & televised  on  all  of  the  national  news 
networks  including  overseas  broadcasts. 

Press  kits  were  handed  to  1-2  dozen  journalists,  containing  statements  by: 
1)  the  Pictou  family;  2)  the  governments  of  the  Mi'qmaw  Nation  (who  are 
part  of  the  land  now  called  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward 
Island  and  Gaspe ' -Que ' bee) ; 3)  the  community  where  AnnaMae  was  born 
(Shubenacadie) ; 4)  the  AFN;  6)  the  Native  Women's  Association  of  Canada;  & 

5)  several  Members  of  Parliament  of  Canada  (these  politicians  have 
committed  themselves  to  pushing  for  speedy  arrests  of  the  guilty) . 

First  to  speak  were  AnnaMae' s 2 daughters,  with  much  heart  & tears  in 
their  words,  asking  for  an  end  to  their  pain,  & that  their  mother  be  given 
the  dignity  in  death  that  was  torn  from  her  in  her  final  few  days.  AnnaMae 
spoke  next,  from  a long-lost  recording  she's  made  in  Duly  of  '75. 

Chief  Ghislain  Picard  of  the  Montagnais-Innu  & an  AFN  Regional  Vice-Chief 
expressed  the  full  support  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN  - the 
political  organization  representing  all  653  First  Nation  governments  in 
the  country  currently  called  Canada).  As  well,  Cree  Nation  kookum 
(grandmother)  Marilyn  Buffalo,  President  of  the  Native  Women's  Association 
of  Canada  expressed  the  decision  of  the  women  of  the  Nations  to  put  all  of 
their  support  & resources  into  the  drive  to  bring  speedy  resolution  to 
this  case. 

[All  First  Nation  governments,  & all  First  Nation  people  (esp  women)  in 
Canada  are  asked  to  put  pressure  on  their  local  Members  of  Parliament 
demanding  that  the  government  of  Canada  immediately  ACT  to  bring 
resolution  to  this  case  & break  down  the  wall  of  silence  erected  by  the 


FBI  to  hide  their  responsibility  for  AnnaMae's  death.  I remind  you  all 
that  by  doing  so  it  will  also  uncover  the  FBI's  responsibility  in  the 
deaths  of  hundreds  of  people  of  the  Nations,  especially  among  the  Lakota. 
And  such  an  investigation  will  undoubtedly  free  Leonard  Peltier.] 

Robert  Pictou-Branscombe  spoke  next,  briefly  describing  the  incredibly 
complex  investigation  to  date,  the  many  sworn  depositions  & authenticated 
audio/video  & other  recorded  testimony  by  several  dozen  witnesses,  & 
touching  on  some  of  the  more  recently-discovered  evidence  secured  by 
wiretaps  & DNA  tests.  Fie  also  named  those  who  did  this  deed,  & how  they 
killed  AnnaMAe  to  shut  her  up  NOT  because  she  was  an  FBI  informer,  but 
because  she'd  discovered  who  WAS  actually  working  for  the  FBI..  AND  ALSO 
since  she  had  been  heard  to  say  that  she  would  publicly  declare  who  had 
actually  killed  the  2 FBI  agents  at  Oglala  on  26  Dune  1975.  (One  of  the  2 
men  who  actually  killed  those  agents  was  an  FBI  informer,  but  since 
Leonard  Peltier  was  the  FBI's  #1  target,  the  FBI  did  not  want  the  truth  to 
come  out.  AnnaMae  had  to  die,  they  decided.) 

This  massive  political  support  expressed  at  this  one  news  conference 
has  already  sent  many  messages  to  flying  between  the  offices  of  the 
immigrant-governments  in  Washington  & Ottawa.  The  Solicitor-General  of 
Canada  has  ordered  the  Commissioner  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(RCMP)  to  follow  up  & report  the  initial  findings  of  their  investigation 
to  him  AND  to  the  Pictou  family,  the  Mi'qmaw  Nation  and  to  the  AFN. 

Raymond  Chretien,  Canada's  Ambassador  to  the  USA,  has  asked  to  meet  with 
USA  A-G  Danet  Reno  to  discuss  the  FBI's  continued  obstruction  of  the 
investigation  into  the  kidnapping,  rape  & murder  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou,  a 
Canadian  citizen. 

As  for  those  named  as  the  two-legged  turds  that  killed  Anna  Mae: 

You  all  know  by  now  that  Theda  Nelson  Clark,  Arlo  Looking  Cloud  & DohnBoy 
Patten  picked  up  AnnaMae  from  the  house  of  Troy  Lynn  Yellow  Wood  in 
Denver.  AnnaMae  had  been  told  to  skip  bail  on  her  charges  in  Pierre  & to 
go  to  Troy  Lynn's  "safe  house".  No  matter  what  Troy  Lynn  says  to  the  press 

these  days,  about  being  AnnaMae's  "friend"  who  "tried  to  talk  her  out  of 

going..",  the  fact  is  that  AnnaMae  already  had  her  arms  tied  together 
behind  her  back  long  before  she  left  Troy  Lynn's  house.  She  was  seen  being 
led  from  the  house  to  the  car  & thrown  into  the  back  seat. 

AnnaMae  was  taken  to  Rapid  City,  to  Thelma  Rios'  apartment,  where  she  was 
kept  tied  up  & locked  in  a closet  between  "interrogations" . She  was  beaten 
several  times,  supposedly  to  force  her  to  "confess"  to  being  an  FBI 
snitch.  AnnaMae  was  raped  by  both  Arlo  & DohnBoy  in  that  apartment.  The 
"tribunal"  that  tortured  her  was  composed  of  Vern  Bellecourt,  Clyde 
Bellecourt,  Bruce  Ellison,  Crow  Dog,  Ted  Means,  Herb  Powless,  Thelma  Rios. 

Given  that  Dennis  Banks  was  "in  charge"  of  SD  AIM  at  the  time,  it's  hard 

to  believe  that  he  did  not  participate  in  this  "tribunal".  Dennis 
definitely  learned  about  what  was  going  on  in  that  Rapid  City  apartment 
well  before  AnnaMae  was  killed,  yet  he  did  nothing  & said  nothing  to  stop 
it.  The  same  must  be  said  [&  this  one  breaks  my  heart  to  imagine]  of  Dohn 
Trudell.  A couple  of  other  lesser-known  so-called  warriors  took  part  in 
this  crime,  but  I leave  others  to  identify  them,  as  their  participation 
[in  my  eyes]  was  lesser,  mostly  accessories  after  the  crime. 

To  prevent  AnnaMAe  clearing  Leonard  Peltier  of  murders  he  did  not  commit, 
to  stop  her  from  blowing  Clyde  Bellecourt 's  financial  arrangements  with 
his  handlers  in  the  FBI  [Agents  David  Price  & William  Wood],  AnnaMae  was 
ordered  killed.  Early  in  the  pre-dawn  hours  of  the  12th  of  December, 

1975,  AnnaMae  Pictou-Aquash,  a warrior  of  the  people,  a mother  of  the 
Mi'qmaw  Nation,  sister  to  100 's  of  men  & women,  was  taken  to  that  ravine 
at  Wanblee  by  Theda  Nelson  Clark,  Arlo  Looking  Cloud  & DohnBoy  Patten, 
with  her  hands  tied  behind  her  back,  thrown  face-first  into  the  ground. 

She  asked  for  a minute  to  pray.  She  was  kicked  in  reply.  Arlo  had  the  gun, 
but  put  it  in  DohnBoy' s hand,  & DohnBoy  Patten  grabbed  her  by  the  hair  & 
shot  her  once  behind  the  right  ear.  The  ropes  around  her  wrists  were  cut 
away  & she  was  left  to  the  coyotes.  When  her  body  was  found  2 months 
later,  the  FBI  agents  who  attended  her  farce-autopsy  ("died  of  exposure") 
they  made  sure  that  her  hands  were  cut  off  at  the  place  where  the  rope  had 
marked  her  wrist,  but  close-up  photos  taken  during  the  second  autopsy 
clearly  show  the  rope  marks. 


That  is  what  is  said  of  the  kidnapping,  rape  & cold-blooded  murder  of  Anna 
Mae  Pictou-Aquash . 

Theda  Nelson  Clark  is  now  living  quietly  in  a small  community  in  Nebraska. 
Arlo  Looking  Cloud  is  staggering  around  the  skids  of  Denver,  with  some 
kind  of  "immunity  from  prosecution"  protection  from  the  FBI,  & lohnBoy 
Patten  has  been  living  as  Dohn  Graham  in  the  small  Indian  reserve  at 
Kwanlin  Dun,  just  outside  of  Whitehorse,  Yukon  for  the  past  20  years.  He's 
married  into  the  community  & is  a good  father  & husband,  by  the  reports 
I've  received  from  relations  in  the  area.  But  now  that  the  people  of  his 
small  community  know  who  he  is  & what  he  did,  the  elders  of  the  Tlingit, 
Gw'ichin  & T'chutone  Nations  in  that  village  have  called  community 
assemblies  & he  has  to  answer  to  them.  The  Grand  Chief  of  the  Yukon 
Council  of  Indians,  Albert  lames,  has  visited  him  twice  to  discuss  the 
situation,  & elders  of  the  Pictou  family  & the  Mi'qmaw  Nation  are  going  to 
work  with  the  elders  of  his  married-into  family  & Nation  to  see  that  his 
arrest  is  as  minimally  painful  as  possible  to  all  families  concerned  in 
this  tragedy  caused  by  hatred  of  Indians  & greed  for  power  by  a few 
twisted  FBI  & Indian  hearts. 

The  Bellecourt  brothers,  Bruce  Ellison,  Crow  Dog,  Ted  Means,  Thelma  Rios  & 
Herb  Powless,  as  well  as  Dennis  Banks  & lohn  Trudell  [I  am  told]  all  have 
their  legal  counsel  retained  & waiting  in  the  wings.  The  final  Grand  lury 
on  the  kidnap,  rape  & murder  of  AnnaMae  Pictou-Aquash  will  be  convened  in 
Denver  shortly.  AnnaMae' s name  will  be  cleared,  AIM  will  lose  the  cancer 
that  has  polluted  it  & tried  to  turn  a movement  into  "AIM  INC.",  the  FBI 
agents  who  set  the  whole  scenario  up  will  be  forced  to  answer  publicly  for 
their  death-dealing  games..,  & Leonard  Peltier  will  be  cleared  of  the 
fabricated  murder  charges  for  which  he  was  convicted. 

That  is  all  that  I have  to  report  on  this  matter  at  this  time,  as  it  was 
told  to  me  and  to  the  world. 

I ask  for  prayers  for  all  those  who  have  suffered  for  the  self-interest  of 
a few  twisted  spirits..  May  the  truth  shine  bright,  & may  the  guilty 
suffer  as  horribly  as  they  deserve  for  the  rest  of  their  days, 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Former  Leavenworth  Prisoner  Speaks  about  Peltier"  

Date:  17  Sep  1999  20:23:36  GMT 

From:  "Celine"  <Celine.Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Luis  Rosa,  former  Leavenworth  Political  Prisoner 
speaks  about  Leonard  Peltier 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Date:  Wed,  15  Sep  1999  16:58:40  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

A Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  interview  with  Luis  Rosa,  former  Puerto 
Rican  political  prisoner,  one  day  after  his  release  from  Leavenworth 
federal  penitentiary-September  10,  1999 

LPDC  - Congratulations  on  your  release  and  thank  you  very  much  for  taking 
the  time  to  call  us.  We  know  that  it  was  a very  difficult  decision  that 
you  and  the  other  prisoners  were  faced  with  in  regard  to  President 
Clinton's  offer  to  release  you  under  such  restrictive  and  unjustified 
conditions.  Would  you  mind  talking  a little  bit  about  the  process  you  all 
went  through  in  making  the  decision  you  did  as  well  as  what  your 
apprehensions  might  be  now  that  you  are  out,  but  still  not  free? 

LR  - The  conditions  was  something  that  for  years  we  had  said  we  would  not 
accept-We  knew  what  the  political  motives  were  behind  them.  These 
conditions  attempted  to  strip  our  voice  for  the  liberation  of  Puerto  Rico- 
the  conditions  said  that  we  could  not  associate  with  each  other  or  partake 
in  the  political  process  in  violation  of  our  civil  rights.  This  is  what 
we  had  a problem  with-the  condition  of  renouncing  violence  was  no  problem. 


We  issued  a statement  in  1997  where  we  did  renounce  violence  and  we  were 
self  critical  about  any  harm  or  injuries  that  our  movement  had  ever  caused 
to  anyone.  To  make  our  decision,  we  had  to  enter  into  a discussion 
through  conference  calls  and  I looked  to  my  elders,  Leonard  Peltier  and 
laan  Laaman,  and  Ernie  Santiago-Fernando  Torres.  I ran  it  through  them 
and  sought  their  opinions  to  reach  the  decision-I  was  really  against 
accepting  the  conditions  right  up  until  the  last  minute-but  the  unified 
position  of  the  prisoners  was  that  we  come  out-I  was  really  proud  of  my 
comrades  though,  it  would  have  been  easy  to  just  take  the  offer  right  away 
after  spending  twenty  years  in  prison-but  we  decided  that  everyone  would 
either  sign  or  everyone  would  stay-we  took  our  time  to  make  a decision-- 
and  we  had  the  blessings  of  those  who  did  not  want  to  sign  to  go  ahead  and 
do  so. 

LPDC  - Of  course,  you  know  that  Leonard's  supporters  have  been  watching, 
and  following  what  has  been  going  on  politically  with  this  because  we  too 
have  been  asking  for  clemency  from  Clinton  and  we  know  that  Leonard  could 
be  faced  with  a similar  type  of  decision  one  day.  A lot  of  us  have  been 
calling  the  White  House  and  asking  them  to  drop  the  conditions  on  your 
release.  Though  the  deal  you  all  received  was  bad,  we  were  still  pretty 
surprised  that  Clinton  would  be  willing  to  release  you  at  all,  knowing  his 
track  record  over  the  years.  Can  you  tell  us,  what  did  your  network  do 
right,  what  do  you  think  it  is  that  really  made  him  release  you? 

LR  - I have  to  give  my  thanks  to  the  National  Committee  and  the  National 
Liberation  Movement  and  the  human  rights  groups  in  Puerto  Rico-lan  Sussler 
and  Michael  Doiche-who  did  not  rest  until  we  were  out-I  really  think  the 
catalyst  was  that  all  sectors  of  society  were  involved-including  groups  in 
Europe  and  Africa-workers  unions  of  Puerto  Ricans,  students-the  ability  to 
touch  every  sector  of  society-the  effort  was  not  divided  by  political 
ideology-when  it  came  to  the  prisoners,  the  only  goal  was  our  release. 

When  we  made  this  decision  we  were  especially  thinking  about  the  other 
prisoners,  especially  Leonard  Peltier-even  if  we  come  out  with  these 
conditions,  people  will  see  us-we  will  adhere  to  the  conditions-we  will 
show  that  we  can  reintegrate  into  the  political  arena  with  no  reprisals-we 
knew  the  negative  campaign  would  be  there-it  surpassed  the  viciousness  we 
expected-we  can  turn  it  around  with  our  conduct  though,  and  open  doors  for 
others.  We  can  prove  them  wrong. 

LPDC  - We  work  with  a lot  of  former  prisoners  and  we  know  that  one  of 
hardest  things  for  them,  once  they  are  out,  is  the  thought  and  the 
knowledge  that  many  of  their  brothers  and  sisters  are  still  inside.  A lot 
of  prisoners  subscribe  to  this  news  paper,  is  there  any  message  that  you 
would  like  to  send  out  to  them  today? 

LR  - Greetings,  and  my  strongest  revolutionary  embrace  to  all  of  them. 

When  we  came  out,  we  took  a part  of  every  political  prisoner  out  with  us- 
and  we  left  a part  of  ourselves  inside  with  them.  We  are  not  going  to 
rest  until  all  of  the  prisoners  are  out-hopefully  our  voice  will 
contribute  to  the  freedom  of  every  political  prisoner.  I want  to  thank 
every  political  prisoner  and  prisoner  of  war  for  their  embraces,  love  and 
inspiration,  and  we  want  them  to  know  that  we  want  to  be  a service  to  them. 


LPDC  - While  you  were  in  prison  did  you  ever  feel  like  there  was  pressure 
on  you  to  have  to  live  up  to  an  image,  or  a perception  that  activists  have 
of  political  prisoners?  Are  there  any  misconceptions  about  what  it  means 
to  be  a political  prisoner  that  you  would  like  to  clear  up? 

LR  - Living  up  to  the  image-we  live  up  to  our  own  principles-not  a dress 
or  a suit  we  put  on  -it  is  the  fabric  of  who  we  are-when  people  see  us-we 
don't  stand  out-we  don't  walk  with  our  heads  up  higher--with  well 
manicured  images-we  are  known  for  our  consistency-when  there  is  an  issue 
we  step  forward-we  use  our  voice  when  there  is  abuse-we  are  known  for  our 
humility-our  willingness  to  help  others.  If  you  look  at  the  conduct  of 


all  political  prisoners-it  is  not  one  of  arrogance  but  one  of  a person  who 
sits  back  and  listens  before  he  speaks  and  appreciates  the  opinions  of 
others  and  can  learn  and  be  willing  to  teach.  It  is  a misconception  that 
we  walk  too  straight  of  a line  with  no  time  for  humor  or  sports  or  for 
leisure-the  last  thing  I did  before  I left  is  play  hand  ball  with  Leonard 
and  eat  with  Leonard-we  joked  and  played  practical  jokes  on  each  other- 
laughter  is  what  inspires  us  the  most  and  you  know,  Leonard  is  one  of  the 
biggest  jokers  in  there. 

LPDC  - yeah,  he  makes  us  laugh  here  at  the  LPDC  too-he  really  keeps  us 
going-he  calls  and  cheers  us  up  when  we  are  feeling  frustrated-you  would 
think  it  would  be  our  job  to  do  that  for  him. 

LR  - That's  the  other  thing,  we  nourish  ourselves  from  you-it-s  a mutual 
thing-we  are  not  just  the  inspiration  for  you-we  get  it  from  you  all-in 
spirit  and  physically  from  the  love  we  feel  from  you  out  there-we  may  be 
down  and  we  make  a phone  call-we  are  picked  up-I  have  done  work  for 
political  prisoners  before-you  don't  see  the  fruit  right  away-you  can  get 
discouraged-you  lack  confidence  to  do  something  new,  something  that  will 
maybe  make  a spark  to  get  out  of  the  routine  of  going  to  a march  or  doing 
the  same  old  activity-you  need  that  lift-it  goes  both  ways. 

LPDC  - I remember  when  the  National  Committee  was  organizing  the  tour  to 
free  all  Puerto  Rican  Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  Of  War  and  they 
were  going  to  each  prison  to  demonstrate.  There  was  a small  protest  for 
your  release  outside  of  Leavenworth  and  you  were  put  in  the  hole  soon 
afterwards.  Are  you  able  to  tell  us  what  happened  that  day?  Do  you 
suggest  that  supporters  not  hold  demonstrations  in  front  of  the  prison 
where  the  prisoners  are  being  held? 

LR  - I was  having  a visit  during  the  demonstration  and  afterward,  the 
warden  said,  "the  captain  has  ordered  you  to  segregation,"  and  I said, 
"why?"  He  said,  "I  don't  know."  Later  he  said  it  was  because  of  the 
demonstration,  so  I said  "what  does  that  have  to  do  with  me?"  He  said, 
"Well,  someone  made  a gesture-an  obscene  gesture-but,  I know  it  is  out  of 
character  of  your  committee,  so  you  will  be  out  tomorrow."  But  they 
didn't  let  me  out-I  spent  two  weeks  in  there.  Afterwards,  we  were  self 
critical  about  that-the  person  who  had  made  the  gesture  apologized-so  we 
have  to  be  careful-We  have  to  keep  ourselves  in  line  and  we  have  to  be 
consistent  with  the  character  of  the  prisoner  who  we  represent-we  have  to 
show  discipline  or  you  can  jeopardize  the  prisoner- just  remember 
everything  done  outside  has  an  effect  on  the  inside-if  it  gets  rowdy  out 
there-it's  gonna  get  rowdy  for  us  inside.  We  have  to  remember  that  people 
can  be  won  over.  Some  of  our  brothers  went  home  to  Puerto  Rico,  when  they 
got  off  the  plane-even  the  police  and  security  were  helping  them-even  they 
were  in  tears-people  can  be  won  over  like  that-most  of  the  time  it  depends 
on  the  character  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  doing  the  work-even  the 
warden  said-he  knew  that  behavior  was  out  of  character  for  us. 

LPDC  - Can  you  tell  Leonard's  supporters  how  he  is  treated  inside? 

LR  - For  a while  now  he  has  had  this  problem  with  his  jaw-and  he  has  been 
denied  the  kind  of  treatment  he  needs-it  really  concerns  us  greatly- 
hopefully  soon  he  will  get  the  medical  attention  he  needs.  The 
administration  is  going  to  treat  Leonard  Peltier  like  any  other  political 
prisoner-they  will  be  cautious  yet  vigilant-certain  things  others  can  get 
away  with  we  can't.  Leonard  Peltier  is  loved  by  the  other  prisoners,  he 
is  surrounded  by  people  who  love  him  and  he  is  well  respected  inside  by 
them. 

LPDC  - Thank  you  Luis  and  congratulations  again  on  your  release.  Is  there 
anything  else  you  would  like  to  add? 


LR  - Yeah,  once  Leonard  took  me  to  a sweat  and  it  was  the  greatest 
experience  I ever  had-it  was  incredible-Although  I didn't  appreciate  that 


he  brought  in  all  the  rocks  at  one  time  (laugh)-no,  I love  Leonard-when  he 
gets  out  I asked  him  to  come  spend  some  time  with  me  in  Puerto  Rico  too. 


LR  - Thank  you  and  LOVE  to  all-I  will  serve  as  best  as  I can. 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 
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"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Sep  1999  19:41:37  -0400 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

I'm  sending  excerpts  from  a note  sent  me  about  recent  Canadian  policy 
changes  in  regard  to  aboriginal  prisoners.  This  was  an  abbreviated  message 
to  begin  with,  but  I thought  it  something  that  might  interest  people  working 
toward  prison  reform  and  traditional  corrections  for  Natives  in  the  US. 

Original  Message 

Date:  Monday,  September  20,  1999  12:14  AM 
From:  Valerie  Scott  <valerie@polarnet . ca> 

Greetings  Janet, 

Dust  passing  along  some  information  from  Canada  that  you  may  or  may  not  be 
aware  of.  During  my  research  for  AIRR,  I was  in  communication  with  Waseskun 
House  (Mohawks)  in  Quebec,  which  has  done  a considerable  amount  of  work 
with  aboriginal  prisoners.  Their  contact,  Stan,  has  passed  along  the 
following  information  that  may  be  of  interest  to  you: 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"On  the  basis  of  these  results.  Corrections  Canada  will  sign  a Section 
81  Agreement  with  us.  This  is  care,  custody,  and  total  responsibility 
(and  total  liability)  of  Native  offenders  at  the  minimum  security  and 
sometimes  medium  security  level.  This  will  be  an  arms  length  agreement, 
and  our  healing  center,  which  has  Elders  living  there  and  2 two 
sweatlodges  on  site,  will  not  be  seen  as  a prison." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Canada  has  legislation,  in  particular  Sections  80-84,  which  guarantee 
aboriginal  prisoners  many  of  the  things  their  U.S.  counterparts  are 
fighting  so  hard  to  obtain.  I am  currently  summarizing  some  of  this 
information  for  the  prisoners  and  will  pass  it  along  if  you  wish. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"We  purchased  a large  site  with  5 buildings  for  our  healing  center,  and 
had  a 4 day  Spiritual  Gathering  this  past  Dune.  At  that  gathering  were 
4 representatives,  including  the  tribal  chairman,  from  Lac  du  Flambeau 
reservation  in  Wisconsin,  and  3 representatives  from  the  Great  Lakes 
Inter-Tribal  Council,  which  represents  the  11  Native  communities  in 
Wisconsin.  We  were  invited  to  a preliminary  meeting  in  Duly  and  a full 
council  meeting  2 weeks  ago  in  Milwaukee.  Being  aware  of  all  the  things 
you  stated  above,  and  the  fact  that  prisons  do  nothing  but  punish  and 
leave  people  angrier  than  before,  we  proposed  that  we  start  working 
together  to  either  take  over  a facility  such  as  the  MacNaughten 
Correctional  Camp,  turn  it  into  a healing  center  alternative  to  prison, 
and  basically  function  as  our  center  up  here  will.  A two  day 


workshop/development  meeting  will  take  place  between  Waseskun  and  Native 
community  workers  from  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  possibly  South  Dakota  in 
early  January,  2000,  at  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  reservation.  Perhaps  you 
could  participate  in  this.  Our  approach  to  change  is  always  from  the 
top  down  and  the  bottom  up,  and  for  the  political  leadership  this  is 
seen  as  a self-determination  issue(s)  - justice  and  corrections.  Many 
of  the  wars  that  need  to  be  fought  can  be  won  by  taking  things  to  a 
level  where  they  are  controlled  by  the  collective  Native  community,  in 
our  opinion,  and  not  by  fighting  the  endless  battles  with  a system  that 
is  set  in  its  ways. 

Our  second  of  4 Spiritual  Gatherings  will  be  on  Dune  9-11,  2000,  north 
of  Montreal,  at  our  new  center.  Anyone  down  there  is  welcome  to  join 
us,  including  the  prisoners  - if  they  can." 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

Stan  will  forward  the  exact  dates  of  the  gatherings  once  they  are 
announced.  I think  it  would  be  good  to  have  as  many  spiritual  advisors, 
etc.,  in  attendance  at  these  gatherings.  I will  pass  this  information 
along  to  Lenny  Foster,  and  will  try  to  attend  the  gathering  in  Canada. 

Corrections  Canada  does  not  view  long  hair,  sweat  lodges,  etc.  as  security 
threats.  What  they  are  starting  to  find  in  many  cases  is  that  the  prisoners 
do  not  have  as  good  a support  system  on  the  outside  as  they  do  on  the 
inside.  The  clause  Stan  refers  to,  enables  Native  communities  to  take 
custody  of  Native  prisoners  to  aid  in  their  rehabilitation. 

Will  pass  along  any  other  pertinent  info  I manage  to  locate.  There  are 
several  interesting  reports,  but  will  have  to  send  web  sites,  etc.,  rather 
than  the  actual  reports. 

NAPS  (the  online  directory  I mentioned)  is  nearly  set  for  launching.  They 
are  just  trying  to  get  the  last  of  the  kinks  out. 

I did  write  to  one  of  the  prisoners  you  listed  in  Oklahoma,  and  hope  to 
hear  from  him  soon. 

Take  care, 

Valerie 


I would  like  to  emphasize  a point  made  above:  "What  they  are  starting  to 
find  in  many  cases  is  that  the  prisoners  do  not  have  as  good  a support 
system  on  the  outside  as  they  do  on  the  inside."  In  the  US,  particularly  in 
the  federal  system,  this  alienation  from  the  outside  support  system  is 
exacerbated  by  the  tactic  of  transferring  prisoners  to  prisons  far  from 
their  homes  and  communities  so  that  neither  their  former  families  nor 
friends  can  maintain  contact.  We  are  in  a position  to  partly  counteract 
that  cultural  alienation  by  volunteering  to  work  with  Native  prisoners  in 
Iron  Houses  near  us  if  we  can,  and  becoming  pen  pals  if  we  cannot. 

I've  been  hearing  from  friends  who  have  made  contacts  with  some  of  our 
list,  and  was  gratified  to  learn  that  they  feel  they  are  benefiting  from 
the  correspondence.  Writing  to  a prisoner  is  not  purely  a gift  from  you  to 
them  --  they  have  something  to  give  in  return. 

Original  Message 

Date:  Saturday,  September  11,  1999  4:21  AM 
From:  gisela  <gisela(3namibnet . com> 

Sub j : New  Addition  - Prisoner 

Dear  Danet 

RE:  ADDITION  TO  THE  "PRISONERS  WITH  WWW  HOMEPAGES"  AND  "WOTANGING  IKCHE" 

AN  INNOCENT  MAN  ON  DEATH  ROW! 

I am  not  sure  if  I am  going  about  it  the  right  way,  if  not  please  just 
let  me  know. 

I would  appreciate  it  if  Milo  Rose's  homepage  could  be  included  here. 

His  web  page  is:  www.zafu.demon.co.uk/milorose/milorose.htm 

Please  advise  whether  there  are  any  other  sites  where  I can  have  Milo's 
homepage  included. 

Milo  desperately  needs  assistance  or  help,  so  if  there  is  anybody  out 
there,  please  contact  him. 

Either  direct  (snail  mail  as  per  the  address  on  the  website),  through 


myself  at:  gisela@namibnet.comj 

on  John  Pollex  at:  pollex@zafu.demon.co.uk 

I also  would  like  to  thank  you  for  what  you  are  doing  for  these  prisoners. 
Best  wishes  from  a very  cold  Windhoek,  Namibia  (Southern  Africa) 

Edi  Arangies 

using  gisela@namibnet.com 


The  website  mentioned  below  was  given  to  me  as  a place  that  supports  Native 
American  prisoner's  needs  for  spiritual  supplies.  The  site  itself  does  not 
give  a specific  report  as  to  where  their  supplies  are  going  and  who  they 
are,  and  I have  not  corresponded  with  them  directly  yet.  Since  I have  not 
checked  this  organization,  I cannot  represent  it  as  anything  other  than  one 
that  came  to  me  as  doing  good  things  for  the  Native  American  prison 
community,  so  would  caution  contributors  to  look  into  their  references 
before  sending  contributions.  It  may  well  be  worthwhile,  though  --  and  this 
kind  of  effort  is  badly  needed, 
lanet 

Original  Message 

Date:  Saturday,  September  11,  1999  11:17  PM 
From:  Kii  yaa  tuk  & Waweeyis  <howan ji@sopris . net> 

Mailing  List: CREEK- SOUTHEAST- L@rootsweb.com  cCREEK-SOUTHEAST- L@rootsweb . com> 

It  is  good  to  hear  that  there  is  a remembrance  of  Native  American 
Prisoners.  However,  in  remembering  Leonard  Peltier  there  is  a tendency  to 
focus  only  upon  his  plight  and  to  forget  the  thousands  of  other  prisoners  in 
the  iron  houses  who  are  regularly  struggling  with  the  same  issues  of  health 
care,  religious  freedom,  and  other  abuses.  In  so  many  instances  Leonard 
Peltier's  situation  is  not  due  to  his  being  involved  with  AIM  as  much  as  it 
is  due  to  the  conditions  of  incarceration  itself. 

It  is  good  justice  is  supported.  Having  been  deeply  involved  with  the 
prison  system  for  years  I have  seen  the  lack  of  support  of  virtually  all 
organizations  in  meeting  the  everyday  needs  of  ceremonies  and  traditional 
healing  which  would  benefit  all  native  prisoners — things  such  as  firewood, 
stones,  tarps,  travel  expenses  for  our  traditional  medicine  people — the 
things  needed  to  keep  the  native  programs  operating  (which  are  not  funded 
by  the  government  unlike  the  Christian  sponsored  programs  in  prison) . 

Our  group  works  extensively  in  bringing  Native  American  Traditional 
Spiritual  practices  into  the  prison  systems.  There  are  many  needs  of  our 
sisters  and  brothers  and  we  ask  your  support  in  being  able  to  work 
addressing  these  things — for  all  incarcerated  native  people.  You  are 
invited  to  visit  the  Ho  Wanji — One  >Voice  web  pages  at 
http://www.geocities.com/RainForest/Andes/2407/  This  page  is 
dedicated  to  our  sisters  and  brothers  in  the  iron  houses. 

Thank  you 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 


Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 

"RE ; A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Sep  1999  19:15:02  -0700 
From:  Kriete  <dotchuck@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  120 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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What  shall  I do  to  be  forever  known?" 

Thy  duty  ever. 

"This  did  full  many  who  yet  sleep  unknown, ' 

Oh,  never  never! 

Think' st  thou  perchance  that  they  remain  unknown 
Whom  thou  know'st  not? 

By  angel  trumps  in  heaven  their  praise  is  blown; 
Diving  their  lot. 

"What  shall  I do  to  gain  eternal  life? 

Discharge  aright 

The  simple  duties  with  which  each  day  is  rife?" 
Yea,  with  thy  might. 

Ere  perfect  scheme  of  action  thou  devise 
Will  life  be  fled; 

While  he  who  ever  acts  as  conscience  cries. 

Shall  live,  though  dead. 

-SCHILLER. 


HAPPY  COUNTRY  GIRLS. 

The  girls  at  the  sea-shore  are  having  a happy  time  in  their  work  and  at 
their  play.  Mamie  Ryan,  one  of  them,  writes  an  interesting  letter  telling 
some  of  their  exploits. 

She  says  in  part: 

Dear  Man-on-the-band-stand : I want  you  to  know  what  grand  times  we  girls 
are  having  here  at  Cape  May. 

You  know  Cape  May  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  finest  sea-shore 
resorts,  and  I am  proud  to  think  that  we  have  such  lovely  homes. 

For  sea-bathing,  there  is  nothing  like  it  when  we  get  in  once,  but  we 
have  to  look  out  for  the  waves  which  are  very  strong  sometimes. 

Susie  Yupe  swims  like  a fish  and  little  Eunice  Baird  enjoys  herself 
riding  along  the  beach  on  wheel 

Last  week  I went  to  visit  Nettie  Pierce  and  Ella  Sturm  at  Court  House, 
and  while  there  I was  the  guest  of  the  Sheriff's  wife.  I went  all  through 

the  jail  and  as  for  cleanliness  it  was  as  clean  as  could  be. 

Cape  May  Court  House  is  the  county  seat  of  Cape  May  county,  and  the 
house  where  I staid  is  where  all  the  business  is  transacted. 

Sometime  soon  I am  going  to  visit  the  light  house  and  life  saving 
station  which  I am  sure  will  be  very  interesting  to  me. 

Amelia  Clark  and  I often  wish  that  the  boys  and  girls  could  come  down 

here  and  enjoy  themselves  as  we  do. 

We  hope  to  go  back  in  a few  weeks  and  then  we  will  study  real  hard. 

I can  hear  the  ocean  roaring  like  an  angry  lion,  but  happy  are  those  who 
live  near  the  ocean." 


GIVEN  UP  ALL  HOPES. 

Juanita  Bibancos,  who  went  to  hen  home  in  Hoopa  Valley,  California,  last 
year  says: 

"I  am  at  present  enjoying  good  health,  but  oh,  you  have  no  idea  how  I 
long  to  go  back  to  dear  old  Carlisle. 

I have  given  up  all  hopes  of  going  to  school  any  more.  I hated  to  do  so 
but  I couldn't  help  it. 

My  father  is  an  old  gentleman  at  the  age  of  68,  my  brother  is  only  13, 
and  that  leaves  everything  to  me. 

We  have  a small  farm  where  my  brother  and  I are  living. 

My  father  carries  the  mail,  so  we  are  all  alone. 

When  school  opens  I will  be  entirely  alone  as  my  brother  has  to  go  to 
school . 

I wish  the  HELPER  was  as  big  as  the  Red  Man,  so  I could  read  more.  I 
always  read  my  HELPER  twice  to  get  all  the  good  out  of  it. 

I will  close  hoping  that  you  are  just  as  well  as  I am." 


HOW  MOST  BOYS  WITH  EDUCATED  FATHERS  THINK. 

Some  one  says: 

At  ten  years  of  age  a boy  thinks  his  father  knows  a great  deal. 

At  fifteen  he  knows  as  much  as  his  father. 

At  twenty  he  knows  twice  as  much. 

At  thirty  he  is  willing  to  take  his  advice. 

At  forty  he  begins  to  think  his  father  knows  something,  after  all. 

At  fifty  he  begins  to  seek  his  advice,  and  at  sixty  - after  his  father 
is  dead  - he  thinks  he  was  the  smartest  man  that  ever  lived. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Eugene  Tahkapeur. 

Last  week  the  charred  bones  of  Eugene  Tahkapeur  were  interred  in 
Massachusetts  soil.  He  committed  an  awful  crime,  by  killing  the  young 
lady  to  whom  he  had  professed  love,  firing  the  barn  and  then  shooting 
himself. 

An  editorial  in  the  Philadelphia  "Times"  printed  in  the  August  Red  Man 
(out  next  week)  is  remarkable  for  the  fair  and  impartial  view  it  presents 
of  an  event  which  has  excited  wide-spread  comment  throughout  the  country. 

Assistant  Superintendent,  A.D.  Standing,  will  say  in  the  same  number  of 
the  Red  Man,  in  connection  with  the  "Times"  editorial,  and  terrible  deed: 

"While  there  have  been  rabid  utterances  by  some  journals,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  general  tone  of  the  press  has  been  unfair:  but  the  'Times,' 
of  all  city  journals  seems  to  have  treated  the  case  on  the  broad  ground  of 
the  same  measure  for  the  Indian  as  for  the  white  man  - not  to  condemn  all 
because  one  has  erred  grievously. 


That  a great  crime  has  been  committed  no  one  will  deny.  The  enormity  of 
it,  however,  seems  to  be  increased  because  it  was  committed  by  an  Indian; 
and  who  was  he?  Tahkapeur,  a Comanche,  whose  early  years  were  spent  as  a 
nomad  with  his  tribe. 

At  about  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  entered  the  Agency  school  at  Ft. 
Sill,  this  being  in  1875,  and  five  years  later  became  a pupil  of  Carlisle, 
remaining  as  such  until  1887,  but  spending  a greater  part  of  his  time  away 
from  the  school  in  white  families,  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Dersey,  going 
to  Conway,  Mass.,  in  1887.  He  has  lived  in  New  England,  where  as  a 
citizen  and  voter  he  has  sustained  the  reputation  of  his  school  life  as 
being  industrious,  very  reliable,  and  ambitious  to  better  his  condition, 
always  by  his  own  efforts,  accepting  none  of  those  privileges  that  would 
come  to  him  as  a member  of  the  Comanche  tribe. 

Being  neat  and  gentlemanly  in  appearance,  he  was  welcomed  into  many 
refined  homes  and  lived  without  offence  until  the  overmastering 
disappointment  of  his  life  came  to  him  with  the  result  so  well  known, 
although  of  all  circumstances  leading  to  it  we  are  not  well  informed. 

Awful  was  the  deed,  and  we  can  realize  somewhat  the  intensity  of  the 
disappointment  which  came  to  him  in  comparison  with  which  the  habit  of 
twelve  years  of  exemplary  living  seemed  to  be  powerless;  and  by  one 
terrible  act,  his  career  and  life  were  ended,  together  with  that  of  his 
fair  victim. 

Tahkapeur  was  not  a graduate  of  Carlisle  and  probably  would  never  have 
graduated . 

He  had  been  for  more  than  twelve  years  away  from  the  school,  but  as  a 
school  we  suffer  by  his  act,  and  the  race  which  he  represents  is  injured, 
while  the  enemies  of  Indian  education  and  civilization  will  say: 

"You  see  it  is  impossible  to  overcome  the  savage  in  them,  no  matter  what 
you  do." 

Whereas,  had  he  been  a well  educated  white  man  or  even  a graduate  of  a 
college,  no  special  odium  would  attach  to  the  school  or  college  of  which 
he  was  once  a member,  on  that  account. 

I read  today  an  account  of  a Government  employee  in  Washington  well 
educated,  forty-five  years  of  age,  with  wife  and  family,  barbarously 
murdering  a thirteen-year-old  girl,  impelled  by  the  basest  of  motives. 

Does  any  one  comment  on  the  savage  in  this  man,  or  reflect  on  the  school 
that  gave  him  his  education,  because  he  failed  in  sustaining  the 
civilization  into  which  he  was  born  and  by  which  all  his  life  has  been 
surrounded? 

Let  us  judge  the  Comanche,  born  a nomad,  at  least  as  charitably  as  the 
white  man  reared  in  civilization. 

Would  you  therefore  excuse  a Comanche? 

By  no  means.  Every  member  of  this  school  faculty  is  filled  with  sorrow 
for  the  victim  and  her  family,  and  with  regret  for  the  record  spoiled; 
every  Indian  student  and  graduate,  and  every  Comanche  of  the  west,  will, 
as  they  hear  of  it,  condemn  the  deed  and  feel  indignant  at  the  odium  that 
it  has  brought  to  them. 

Not  as  being  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  act  of  Tahkapeur  - a man  of 
about  thirty-six  years  of  age,  but  profoundly  regretting  the  crime  that 
ended  what  has  been  a useful  and  exemplary  life,  filled  with  sorrow  and 
sympathy  for  the  family  injured,  we  yet  say  - Let  justice  be  done  to  the 
race  to  which  he  belonged  and  which  has  produced  examples  of  loyalty  and 
fidelity  as  conspicuous  as  the  present  failure;  but  do  not  let  this  act 
blind  us  to  the  many  who  do  not  fail." 

The  Red  Man  is  in  receipt  of  the  San  Duan  News,  a 32  page  edition, 
compliments  of  Mrs.  Shaffner-Etnier , and  giving  an  excellent  description 
of  the  school  system  and  the  Fourth  of  Duly  proceedings,  as  well  as  other 
very  interesting  reading  matter.  A history  of  Porto  Rico  is  of  special 
interest . 

By  postal  card  asking  change  of  HELPER  address,  we  learn  that  Mr.  D.W. 
Hendren,  formerly  a teacher  for  a short  time  at  Carlisle  has  removed  from 
Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota,  to  Houston,  in  the  same  state. 

Lester  Henry  who  was  a pupil  of  Carlisle  for  a time,  and  when  at  a 
country  home  some  time  ago  took  French  leave,  returned  Monday,  having 
worked  his  way  from  his  home  in  New  York,  without  any  money,  and  now  begs 


to  be  taken  up  as  a pupil  again.  His  case  is  under  consideration. 
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Roasting  ears  to  "burn." 

The  laundry  is  getting  a white  bath,  inside. 

The  library  is  putting  on  a dress  of  calsomine. 

Edward  Peters  '99,  has  gone  to  his  home  in  Michigan. 

You  have  my  name  spelt  "rong,"  writes  a subscriber  in  a complaining  mood 

Miss  Newcomer  has  gone  to  Philadelphia  for  a part  of  her  vacation. 

Threshing  at  the  near  farm,  and  Mr.  Weber  is  managing  the  steam-engine. 

There  is  a small  force  of  blacksmiths  at  work  these  busy  outside  times. 

Miss  Randall  is  Mrs.  Bennett's  cousin,  not  her  niece  as  was  stated  last 
week. 

A pessimist  is  a man  that  calls  cream  "milk, ' and  an  optimist  calls  milk 
"cream. " 

Thirty  or  more  of  our  pupils  attended  the  Catholic  picnic  at  Williams 
Grove,  yesterday. 

Miss  Luckenbach  has  gone  to  Bethlehem,  Philadelphia  and  other  points  to 
spent  a brief  vacation. 

As  we  go  to  press  Miss  Miles  receives  word  that  her  father  in  Oregon  is 
critically  ill.  She  may  go. 

The  sewing  room  is  undergoing  a thorough  cleaning,  and  the  force  is 
compelled  to  work  out  in  the  halls. 

Miss  Carrie  L.  Miller,  of  Williamson  School,  Pa.,  clerk  and  stenographer 
has  joined  our  corps  of  workers. 

lack  Standing  sprained  his  back  the  other  day  in  lifting,  and  is  a 
little  under  the  weather  in  consequence  thereof. 

lohn  Lufkins  was  locked  in  the  shop  by  mistake  one  day  this  week  and  did 
not  specially  enjoy  the  sensation. 

Mr.  Foulke  is  trimming  the  beautiful  wisteria  vine  and  the  trees  in 
front  of  Major's  residence. 

Matthew  lohnson  is  in  charge  of  the  "wild  goose"  in  the  absence  of 
Instructor  Snyder  of  the  tailor  shop. 

The  usual  good  order  prevails. 

Miss  Mosher  has  received  a transfer  to  the  Union  Agency,  Muscogee,  I.T., 
as  assistant  clerk.  Her  salary  will  be  $1,000.  -[Haskell  Leader. 

Mr.  Harkness  and  the  tin-shop  boys  are  busy  getting  tin  in  shape  for  the 
roofing  of  the  addition  to  the  school  building.  A new  set  of  machinery 
has  been  received. 

Major  Pratt  is  expected  home  soon  after  the  fifteenth.  He  is  now  at 
Klamath  Agency,  Oregon,  and  says  that  quite  a party  of  pupils  there  wish 
to  come  to  Carlisle. 

Miss  Gracey,  brought  7 Pima  boys  and  1 girl  from  California  on  Monday. 
Miss  Gracey  lives  not  far  from  here  and  is  teaching  among  the  Indians  in 
the  far  west. 

A letter  from  our  foreman  and  Assistant  Band  Director,  Mr.  lames 
Wheelock,  who  is  at  his  home  in  Wisconsin  for  a short  stay  says  he  is 
having  a delightful  time. 

Storm  prevented  the  band  giving  a concert  on  the  public  square  in  town 
Saturday  night.  Many  were  disappointed.  The  platform  was  erected  and 
two  extra  are  lights  placed  for  the  musicians. 

Some  of  the  late  arrivals  are  seen  at  work  in  various  shops,  the  harness 
shop  receiving  the  largest  quota.  They  seem  industrious  and  content  in 
their  new  surroundings . 

The  shoe  makers  are  not  turning  out  many  shoes  this  month,  but  are 
cutting  and  making  preparations  for  the  winter.  A new  sewing  machine  has 
been  added  to  this  department. 

The  carpenter  shop  is  deserted,  as  all  hands  are  working  at  the  school- 
building. They  are  making  preparation  for  the  lifting  and  placing  in 
position  the  girder  of  the  east  end  annex. 

Miss  Nellie  Robertson  and  Miss  Mary  Bailey  Seonia  left  on  Monday  for 
Atlantic  City.  Miss  Seonia  took  her  little  brother  Harry  as  far  as 
Philadelphia  to  visit  his  sister  Howice,  who  is  living  with  Mrs.  Collins 
in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love. 

Ralph  Taylor,  once  a student  here,  says  the  HELPER  has  not  reached  him 


at  Cheyenne  Riven  Agency,  South  Dak.,  for  a few  months,  and  it  is  lonesome 
not  getting  news  from  Carlisle.  Like  the  man  that  he  is,  he  sent  money 
for  his  subscription. 

Ten  cents  is  a small  amount  of  money  to  pay  for  fifty-two  numbers  of  a 
weekly  paper,  but  if  we  get  enough  dimes  they  pay  our  paper  bills.  Who 
wants  to  work  for  a TWENTY-FIVE  DOLLAR  PRIZE  for  getting  the  most 
subscriptions?  If  enough  say  they  will  try  for  it  we  will  make  another 
offer.  Write  at  once. 

Miss  Jennie  Davis,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  with  the  little  Misses  Mcknight 
of  Pittsburg  were  on  the  grounds  Monday  evening  looking  around.  They  were 
chaperoned  by  Miss  Rebecca  Henderson  of  Oakland  villa,  Carlisle.  The 
Indian  school  and  the  little  papers  have  no  better  friend  than  our 
neighbor  Miss  Henderson. 

Miss  Barr  is  the  first  vacationer  to  return.  She  is  looking  well  and 
thinks  that  Carlisle  is  about  as  comfortable  a place  after  all  as  she  can 
find.  At  Prince  Edward's  Island  she  experienced  a great  deal  of  cold,  wet 
weather.  The  hospital  aids,  Cora  Wheeler  and  Sarah  Pierre  gave  the  home- 
comer  a warm  welcome  except  where  the  delicious  ice-cream  for  dinner  made 
her  cold  in  spots. 

Mrs.  Cook  writes  from  Pasadena,  California  that  the  HELPER  made  her  tell 
a wrong  story  when  it  stated  that  we  had  more  industrial  work  than  the 
other  schools  on  exhibit,  at  Los  Angeles,  for  "we  had  less  of  the 
industrial  and  more  of  the  school-room  work."  We  are  sorry  to  have  made 
the  blunder,  and  cannot  now  say  how  it  occurred.  She  expects  to  turn  her 
face  Carlisleward  very  shortly. 

Miss  Barclay  has  returned  to  her  home  on  Hanover  Street,  from  Mt.  Gretna, 
where  she  took  the  Chautauqua  course  in  botany  and  Zoology.  The  writer 
came  with  her  from  Harrisburg,  and  she  claims  to  have  had  a very 
profitable  time  at  Gretna.  She  was  laden  with  botanical  and  zoological 
specimens  including  a land  turtle.  She  says  that  her  school  was  her  first 
thought  as  she  studied  and  she  expects  to  give  her  pupils  the  benefit  of 
the  many  inspiring  and  interesting  things  learned  and  discussed  at  Gretna. 
Miss  Barclay  goes  to  the  shore  in  a few  days  to  spend  the  rest  of  her 
vacation . 
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NOT  MANY  INDIANS  WHO  COULD  NOT  DO  BETTER. 

A keen-witted  fellow,  despite  his  general  ignorance,  was  brought  down  to 
the  courthouse  to  receive  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

"Name  the  capital  of  the  nation,"  said  the  judge. 

The  applicant  scratched  his  head. 

"I  can't  just  place  it,  judge,"  he  said;  "but  you  name  over  a few  of  the 
towns  and  I'll  tell  you  when  you  strike  it." 

"Is  it  Chicago?"  asked  the  judge. 

"No . " 

"Is  it  St.  Louis?" 

"No . " 

"Is  it  Indiana?" 

"No . " 

"Is  it  Arizona?" 

"Is  it  Washington?" 

The  candidate  looked  puzzled;  he  hesitated. 

"Say,  judge,  " he  slowly  replied,  "If  that  ain't  th'  place  it's  a close 
shot . " 

He  got  his  papers. 

Another  candidate  was  brought  in  by  a well-known  local  politician. 

"Let  me  see  what  you  know  about  geography,"  said  the  judge.  "Supposing 
you  and  Mr.  Blank  walked  straight  down  to  the  lake  and  started  across  it, 
going  due  north,  where  would  you  land?" 

"On  the  bottom,"  said  the  candidate,  promptly. 

He  got  his  papers,  too.  -[Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

HIGH  TONED  AND  WANTED. 


"The  time  is  almost  expired,  and  we  are  glad  to  renew  our  subscription, 
says  a Brooklyn  subscriber,  "and  congratulate  you  that  it  is  proving 
itself  to  be  a high-toned  moral  paper,  and  carries  good  principles  into 


every  home  that  it  enters." 

A friend  in  Ohio  who  is  an  invalid,  says: 

"I  cannot  afford  an  expensive  paper  and  the  HELPER  gives  me  so  much  news 
that  I feel  interested  in  it,  and  when  I read  the  items  of  Indian  progress, 

I look  up  to  the  pictures  to  see  about  whom  I am  reading,  and  this  helps 
me  to  pass  away  many  a lonely  hour." 

NONE  HATCHED  YET. 

Words  do  sound  alike,  and  when  the  Indian  farm  boy  wrote  that  he  had 
been  feeding  the  pigeons,  but  "we  don't  have  any  chickens  because  we  have 
no  hatchet,"  he  cannot  be  criticised  too  severely. 

OUR  BRAVE  GIRLS  IN  THE  WEST. 

"Quite  a number  of  the  employees  of  this  school  receive  the  HELPER,  and 
they  always  seem  to  be  just  as  anxious  to  read  it  an  any  of  us  are  who  are 
Carlislers,"  says  Cora  Cornelius,  '98,  who  is  now  teaching  at  Morris, 
Minnesota,  in  a business  letter  transmitting  two  subscriptions. 

"I  want  to  remind  you, ' she  continues,  "that  though  you  do  not  often 
hear  from  us,  we  always  remember  Carlisle  and  the  happy  days  we  spent 
there . 

Sometimes  we  girls  from  Carlisle  - Naomi  Kohten,  Edith  Pierce,  Delila 
and  I - get  together  and  talk  of  olden  times,  and  we  feel  glad  that  we 
have  been  there.  I wish  I had  more  subscriptions  to  send  you." 

DEADLY  POISON. 

It  is  said  that  flies  confined  in  a case  with  cigarettes  will  die  in 
less  than  five  minutes,  so  deadly  is  the  atmosphere. 

And  yet  hundreds  of  Indian  boys  around  the  trading  stores  in  the  west 
smoke  cigarettes,  which  stunt  their  growth,  make  them  weak-eyed,  weak 
lunged,  and  weak-brained. 

They  say  smoking  does  not  hurt  them  and  laugh  at  you  if  you  tell  them 
they  ought  to  stop. 

Science  knows  the  harm.  Science  warns,  but  boys  go  on  smoking;  and  a 
weak-brained  lot  of  men  is  the  result. 

A MUGWUMP. 

"Maw,"  said  the  little  boy,  "lohnny  is  such  a mugwump  that  I don't  want 
to  sleep  with  him  any  more." 

"A  mugwump?" 

"Yes,  mamma.  Didn't  you  tell  me  that  a mugwump  was  some  one  who  would 
not  take  either  side?  And  that's  the  way  with  lohnny.  He  always  wants  to 
sleep  in  the  middle  of  the  bed."  -Ex. 

Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  5,  7,  9,  8,  2 is  the  name  of  a people  who  are  treated  cruel  and  whipped. 

My  1,  2,  3 is  the  name  of  an  article  used  in  writing. 

My  6,  2,  5 is  an  answer. 

My  12,  4 is  a word  used  in  describing  one  thing. 

My  11,  10  is  not  out. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  a large  State,  in  which  there  are  Indians  now  living. 
SUBSCRIBER. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Farm  failure. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Somewhere  in  the  Southwest,  an  Old  Place"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  05:06:21  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Somewhere  in  the  Southwest,  an  old  place 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I took  my  son  Micah  and  my  daughter  Karen,  as  well  a friend  of  theirs, 
Raymond  with  us  to  New  Mexico.  We  stayed  in  Albuquerque,  I was  on 
business,  so  we  stayed  by  UNM  campus  which  has  a number  eclectic  shops, 
small  stores  with  all  kinds  of  things  to  see.  We  stayed  not  too  far 


from  there,  they  went  and  looked  around  and  I went  about  my  work  there. 

This  is  not  so  much  about  that  as  it  is  to  say  that  Raymond  is  a 
mixture  of  different  bloods,  some  Indian  and  he  sort  of  just  came  to 
live  with  us.  He  is  now  a member  of  our  family,  going  back  and  forth 
between  his  home  and  ours.  He  is  quiet  and  is  sort  of  trying  to  find  a 
place  to  fit  in.  Well,  he  was  there  with  us  and  has  become  a part  of 
our  family. 

I took  my  kids  a couple  of  hundred  miles  from  there  and  we  went  by  fou 
wheel  drive  to  the  top  of  a mesa.  We  got  out  and  I asked  them  to  look 
around.  They  thought  it  was  strange,  there  is  nothing  out  there  but 
rock,  sand,  sagebrush  and  an  ancient  stream  bed.  Slowly  they  began  to 
see  where  the  stream  had  run,  and  the  cottonwood  trees  around  there. 

I told  them  to  look  at  the  ant  mound  and  they  saw  it  and  went  there.  I 
told  them  to  look  around  the  base,  and  they  discovered  the  small  broken 
shards  of  pottery.  From  this  they  found  large  pieces  and  further  down 
the  side  the  large  broken  pieces.  These  shards  were  all  types,  some 
white,  black,  some  with  paint,  orange  and  black,  others  were  textured. 
There  were  many  there. 

I told  them  this  was  an  unexcavated  pueblo  ruin  and  had  not  been 
disturbed.  They  found  an  unbroken  pot  and  looked  at,  it  was  burned  on 
the  side  and  they  held  it  carefully.  They  all  looked  at  it  and  then  put 
it  back.  They  asked  if  it  was  ok,  to  take  some  pieces,  but  they  already 
knew  it  was  the  proper  way  to  leave  everything  there. 

We  stood  there  and  talked  about  the  Anasazi's,  their  time  and  place, 
those  who  had  lived  here  hundreds  of  years  ago.  I asked  them  what  do 
you  think  you  will  leave  behind  and  it  occurred  to  them  that  we  are  a 
small  part  of  the  world  and  our  people  are  few,  and  that  in  some  way 
they  have  to  live  in  such  a way  that  that  leave  more  than  just  pavement 
and  broken  concrete. 

It  gave  them  a look  at  eternity  and  in  their  eyes  I saw  a little  of 
what  my  father  had  given  me  when  he  took  me  there.  I would  hope  that 
Raymond  and  my  children  will  hopefully  remember  these  things  they  saw 
and  that  we  are  here  just  a little  while  and  have  to  do  the  best  we  can 
with  what  we  have.  After  all  it  is  about  family  and  living  in  a way 
where  you  can  feel  at  ease  with  yourself  and  hopefully  have  an  idea 
that  we  are  here  in  the  world  to  try  to  make  it  a little 
bit  better.  Anyway  this  is  one  part  of  the  trip  we  took,  it  was  along 
ways  from  Central  blvd.  in  Albuquerque. 

It  started  to  rain  when  we  were  leaving,  and  the  kids  did  not  want  to 
go  and  stood  out  in  the  rain  for  awhile  getting  wet  but  I think  also  to 
feel  some  of  their  old  self  wash  away  and  that  in  some  ways  it  was  a 
blessing,  it  came  from  the  West,  the  home  of  Changing  Woman,  she  is  the 
mother  of  Soft  Rain  and  this  is  what  it  was  a blessing  for  the  earth 
and  us  I think.  This  was  a little  of  what  we  saw  on  the  road  to  Santa  Fe 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Follow  the  Earth"  

Date:  28  Aug  1995  14:22:13  -0500 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : Follow  the  Earth 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I have  followed  the  earth  with  my  arms 

I have  found  a way  to  know  what  comes  from  my  heart 

I have  reached  into  the  earth 

I am  gathering  my  life 

I am  giving  medicine  through  the  sky 

and  my  body  is  filled  with  life 

where  I am  going,  the  sky  is  full. 

Tobacco  Indian 

(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 


http://www.mit.edu : 8001/ activities/ aises/ aicap/archive/ aicap.html 
American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Johannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Sep  99  03:14:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  26  - October  2 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
(Mahoe  Hope) 

26 

A symphony  of  birds  sings  together  in  the  trees  just  before  sunset. 

27 

Conquer  fear;  do  not  let  fear  conquer  you. 

28 

If  you  want  to  succeed,  you  must  first  try. 

29 

Creativity  is  the  key  to  success  in  every  endeavor. 

30 

All  changes  in  life,  whether  we  perceive  them  to  be  good  or  bad, 

hold  the  seeds  for  a greater  good  in  the  future. 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

October  was  the  last  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May  through 
October.  The  most  important  holiday  of  the  Hawaiian  year  was  the  Makahiki, 
which  began  in  late  October  or  early  November,  when  the  Pleiades  or 

Makali'i  stars  first  appeared  in  the  night  sky,  and  lasted  for  four  months. 

During  this  time  there  was  no  fighting,  for  the  Makahiki  was  a festival 
honoring  Lono,  who  was,  among  other  things,  a god  of  peace  and  of  the 
harvest.  It  was  celebrated  by  prayers  and  offerings  to  the  gods,  followed 
by  feasting,  games,  songs  and  dancing. 

1 

Lono,  grant  us  the  rains  to  make  our  crops  grow,  the  sunlight  to  make  them 
ripen,  and  the  strength  for  us  to  harvest  your  bounty. 

2 

This  land  was  born  in  fire  and  cooled  by  the  touch  of  the  wind  and  rain. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Benefit  Concert"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Sep  1999  08:42:03  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Benefit  Concert 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Eva  Mesmer  <evamesmer@juno. com> 

14  September  1999 
Good  Morning,  Robert, 

The  message  below  comes  from  Pamela  White,  Editor  of  the  COLORADO  DAILY 

in  Boulder,  Colorado. 

snip> 

Begin  forwarded  message  

From:  pwhite  <pwhite@codaily . com> 


Dear  Eva 


snip> 

I'd  like  to  get  a message  out  to  everyone  on  this  network  about  some 
support  efforts  in  which  I am  involved.  Could  you  forward  it  to  Bahe  and 
all  the  others  you  know  on  the  BM  support  network?  Thanks. 

"I  have  been  working  with  a man  named  Deremy  Gregory  who  runs  an 
organization  Bands  for  Lands.  The  group  works  to  raise  money  to  protect 
lands  and  has  recently  decided  to  take  on  indigenous  issues,  Deremy  has 
been  reading  our  paper  and  stumbled  onto  my  series  about  Black  Mesa.  He 
has  been  working  for  some  time  on  setting  up  a benefit  concert  for  the 
people  of  Black  Mesa,  to  be  held  in  Nov.  or  Dec.  in  the  Sun  Dome  in  Ariz. 
The  groups  he  has  been  speaking  with  include:  Rage  Against  the  Machine, 
Pearl  Dam,  Fugazi  and  Indigenous.  There  are  others  besides.  The  purpose  of 
the  concert  would  be  simple  -- 

to  raise  money  and  awareness.  I'm  asking  everyone  who  has  contact  with  a 
Black  Mesa/Big  Mountain  Elder  to  speak  with  them  about  this  and  determine 
whether  the  Elders  would  like  to  see  this  event  happen.  As  a writer,  I've 
tried  to  hold  myself  accountable  to  the  Elders,  and  I wouldn't  want  to 
continue  with  this  effort  unless  the  Elders  approved.  Also,  it  would  be 
good  to  have  an  elder  or  two  or  five  speak  at  the  event  about  their 
experiences  on  the  land. 

I can  be  reached  at  (303)  443-6272,  ext.  129  or  by  email  at 
pwhite@codaily.com.  I look  forward  to  talking  with  any  and  all  BM 
resisters/supporters  about  this. 

Thanks . 

Yours, 

Pamela  White" 

Pamela  White 
Editor,  Colorado  Daily 
5505  Central  Ave. 

Boulder,  CO  80301 

Phone:  303-443-6272  ext.  157 

Fax:  303-443-9357 

E-mail:  pwhite@codaily.com 

Web  site:  www.codaily.com 

"RE : Treaty  Gathering" 

Date:  Mon,  20  Sep  1999  23:15:41  -0500 

From:  Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP .ORG> 

Sub j : Treaty  Gathering 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Press  Release 

The  Restoration  of  the  Tetuwan  Oyate  Treaty  Gathering  will  be  taking 
place  in  Eagle  Butte  on  September  25,1999  beginning  at  10am-6pm  at  the 
Cultural  Center  next  to  Super  8. 

Discussion  will  include  the  1999  session  of  the  working  group  on  the 
world's  indigenous  populations  and  the  TSNTC  Gathering  of  Many  Nations 
held  last  Dune  in  Lower  Brule  and  the  support  of  the  world  court  case. 

The  upcoming  United  Nations'  meetings  in  October  1999  on  the  Draft 
Declaration  on  the  rights  of  the  world's  indigenous  peoples.  Many  other 
issues  have  developed  as  part  of  the  discussion  and  comments  from  the 
people  will  be  needed. 

##################################################################### 

The  South  Dakota  Newspaper  Association  has  re-instituted  the 
association's  dormant  Minority  Affairs  Committee.  The  Committee's  purpose 
is  a vitally  important  one  and  that  is  to  devise  programs  and  processes 
that  will  increase  the  number  of  Native  Americans  working  for  newspapers 
in  South  Dakota. 

This  re-institution  of  the  Minority  Affairs  Committee  has  recruited 
Harold  Iron  Shield  as  a member.  Iron  Shield's  long  involved  Dournalism 


careen  will  bring  some  insight  to  the  committee  to  assist  in  Native 
American  recognition  in  the  Journalistic  area  and  to  those  who  are  working 
in  journalism. 

Iron  Shield  is  currently  the  Director  of  the  Northern  Plains  Media 
Consortium  and  also  Co-ordinates  the  Dakotah  News  Service.  The  only 
regional  news  service  providing  news  to  7 radio  stations  and  17  tribal 
newspapers  in  the  region. 

The  organization  is  15  years  old  this  year  and  will  celebrate  in 
April, 2000  in  grand  forks,  north  dakota. 
###################################################################### 

A Human  Rights  Meeting  will  be  held  on  November  6,  1999  beginning  at  9am 
in  Fargo,  North  Dakota.  The  meeting  will  bring  together  human  rights 
advocates  from  a tri-state  area  for  presentations  and  speakers. 

A special  session  on  Human  Rights  Education  will  also  be  a part  of  the 
meeting  to  assist  those  who  are  not  knowledgeable  about  their  basic 
rights . 

A public  forum  that  evening  will  be  held  on  the  issue  of  Racial 
Profiling:  Is  it  happening  in  this  area.  The  Forum  speaker  will  be 
announced  at  a later  date. 

The  meeting  agenda  will  be  made  available  to  the  public  as  soon  as  we 
confirm  our  speakers. 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  20  September  1999  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

September  23  - 26 

27th  National  Indian  Days  (contest) 

White  Swan  Pavilion 
White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121  ext.  408 

September  24  - 26 
Kituwah  Returns 
Asheville  Civic  Center 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
(704)  252-3880 

Sept  24  - 26 

Council  Tree  Pow  wow  & Cultural  Festival 
Delta,  Colorado 

(800)  874-1741  or  (970)  874-1718  or  (970)  874-7566 
Email:  deltaco@ocinet.net 

September  24  - 26 
9th  Casino  Morongo  (contest) 

Casino  Grounds 
Cabazon,  California 
(909)  849-3080  ext.  274 

September  24  - 25 
Indian  Trail  (contest) 

Metrolina 

Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(704)  331-4818 

September  25  - 26 

4th  Jean  Jacques  Blanchard  (contest) 

Millstream  Fair  Grounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
(419)  894-6927 


September  25  - 26 


Manville  Settler's  Day  (traditional) 

Manville  Sportmen's  Club 
Manville  (Lincoln),  Rhode  Island 

(508)  528-7629 

September  25  - 26 
24th  Honor  the  Eagle 
DeSoto  Caverns  Park 
Childersburg,  Alabama 
(205)  378-7252 

September  25  - 26 

16th  Annual  Powwow  at  the  Indian  Trail  Elementary  School, 
200  Education  Rd,  Indian  Train,  North  Carolina 
No  Adm.  Fee  to  the  public.  Head  Staff  TBA. 

(704)  331-4818  FAX  (704)  331-9501 

October  8-10 

Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 

October  9-10 

Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival 
Cedar  Town,  GA 
(770)  334-3344 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  Hr.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 

(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 


Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 
National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
pache  Vets  Day  Fai  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 
Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Flail 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 


Date:  Mon,  06  Sep  1999  21:15:13  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Warren  <bwarren@jps . net> 

Sub j : Native  Event 

Cherokees  of  Northern  California 
Fifth  Annual  Gathering  and  Potluck 
Saturday,  September  25 
10am  - Dark 

Flagan  Community  Park 
Rancho  Cordova 

Chase  Drive  and  Coloma  Road  (Behind  Cordova  High  School) 
Lot  A1  - $2.00  Parking  Fee 

GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith 
Deptuy  Chief  Hastings  Shade 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 


From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Flealing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Flealing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/FIGW 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Flold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
JIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATFIAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICFIELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  Jose 
JACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
JON  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  James  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10039 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10039 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-September  23  - 25,  1999- 
Peepeekisis  First  Nations  2nd  Annual  Arts  Festival 
Regina,  SK  (306)  585-8450 

Council  Tree  Cultural  Festival  & Powwow 
Delta,  CO  (800)  874-1741 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
SEPTEMBER  1999 

Sept.  24,  25  and  26:  5th  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow 
and  Cultural  Festival;  Delta,  CO;  1-800-874-1741; 
counciltree@doci . net 

OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 


(530)  647-0423 


Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  19  Aug  1999  16:16:25  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Fall  Events  -South 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 


INTERSTATE  EVENTS 


ALABAMA 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival, Desoto  Caverns  Park, Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto 
Caverns  Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  16-17:  The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  Union  Park 
downtown  Ft.  Payne.  THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS  HD:  Southwind, 

MC:  Gary  Smith;  Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard. 
Event  Coordinator:  Jerry  Lang.  Info:  Jerry  Lang,  (256)  492-5217 


GEORGIA 

Sep.  25-26:  Pow  Wow  at  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  katinsal@aol.com 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 

Oct  9-10:  Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival,  Cedar  Town,  GA 
Info:  Frank  Hall  (770)  334-3344 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community 
College,  1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail. 

Info:  (704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  24-26:  Middle  Tennessee  Pow  Wow,  at  the  James  E.  Ward  Agricultural 
Center  on  the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615) 
444-4899  or  Cindy  Yahola  443-1537. 


VIRGINIA 

Sep.  24-26:  Spirit  of  the  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Crozet.  Info:  (804)  946-0421. 
Sep.  25-26:  Chickahominy  Native  American  Festival,  Providence  Forge. 
Info:  (804)  829-2186  or  829-6333. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  15  Sep  1999  22:33:46  EDT 

Sub j : Southern  Events  update.  Part  2 


More  Southern  Fall  Updates 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sep.  21:  Fall  Equinox  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 

Sep.  24-25:  Native  American  Celebration,  Durham  Technical  Community  College, 
1637  Lawson  St.,  Durham.  Info:  (910)  686-3505. 

Sep.  24-26:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail.  Info: 
(704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25:  Meet  Cherokee  Artist  Donald  Vann,  from  2:00-6:00pm  at  Oconaluftee 
Gift  shop,  in  Little  Princess  Village,  Cherokee.  Info:  (800)  357-2771  or 
cherokeeinfo@cherokee-nc . com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sep.  24-25:  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Pow  Wow,  at  Standing  Bear  Park,  at  the 
intersection  of  Hwy.  60  & Old  hwy.  177,  Ponca  City.  Events  will  include 
volleyball  & horseshoe  tournaments.  Info:  (580)  762-1514. 

Oct.  9:  Delaware  War  Mothers'  Fall  Dance,  Washington  County  Fairgrounds, 
Dewey.  Info:  (918)  534-1340. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Oct.  1-3:  Native  American  Festival,  Greenville  Civic  Center,  Greenville.  This 
one's  for  the  Birds!  MC:  Rick  Bird;  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  Special  Guest  Singer: 
Sarah  Bird.  Pow  Wow  dancing,  Aztec  Dancing,  stroy  telling,  etc.  Hours:  10am  - 
9pm  Friday,  10am  - 9pm  Saturday,  noon  - 6pm  Sunday.  Info:  Rick  Bird  (828) 
497-3748. 


TENNESSEE 

Sep.  25:  Introduction  to  Traditional  Lakota  Beading,  at  Robin  Lockwood's 
tipi  in  Leiper's  Fork  in  Southwest  Williamson  County.  Time:  1pm  - 4pm;Price: 
$35.00;  Teacher:  Arietta  Loudhawk  Blacksmith,  Master  Beader  from  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation.  Classes  will  be  taught  in  a sacred  manner,  following  the 
method  in  which  Arietta  was  taught  on  the  Reservation.  Lessons  include: 
historical  background  of  Lakota  beading;  demonstration  of  traditional 
stitches  of  the  Lakota  & Crow;  demonstrations  of  contemporary  designs; 
explanation  of  spiritual  significance  of  traditional  designs,  etc.  Please 
pre-register  by  September  18th.  To  pre-register,  send  check  for  $35  to  Robin 
Lockwood,  5847  Bending  Chestnut  Road,  Franklin,  TN  37064.  [Robin  does  not 
live  in  Franklin,  but  Leiper's  Fork  does  not  have  its  own  post  office.]  Info: 
Robin  (615)  794-3577. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Sep.  25-26:  AAIWV  & ANI  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  at  Camp  Washington  Carver, 
Fayette.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony 
lennings;  Drums:  Two  Feathers,  and  Mother  Earth  Beat.  Vendor  info:  Wayne 
Appleton  (304)  342-0884;  general  info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647. 


Watch  for  more  updates. 


Date:  Sun,  29  Aug  1999  13:50:00  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : northeast/midwest  fall  events  update 

Northern  & Midwestern  Pow  Wows  & Related  Events 

Sep.  24-26:  Red  Eagle  Alliance  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  vernon,  IL.  Info: 
Terry  Sowder  (618)  756-2534. 

Sep.  24-26:  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Millstream  Fairgrounds,  Findlay,  OH. 
Info:  Don  VanRenterghem  (419)  894-6927. 

Sep.  24-26:  Land  of  Lakes  Gathering  of  People  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Kosciusko 
County  Fairgrounds,  Warsaw,  IN.  Info:  kosciusko  Co.  Fairgrounds,  PO  Box  1093, 
Warsaw,  IN  46580  (212)  269-1823. 

Sep.  25-26:  University  of  Massachussets  Pow  Wow,  UMASS  Campus  Pond  Lawn, 
Amherst,  MA.  Info:  Dr.  Dosephine  White  Eagle  Cultural  Center  (413)  545-1888, 
545-3965,  or  dvincent@acad.umass.edu. 

Sep.  25-26:  Wolf  Soldiers  Three  Crows  Memorial  Pow  Wow,  Roy  Wilkins  Park, 


Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  Winter  flower  (718)  978-7057  or  Little  fawn  (516) 
226-5306. 

Sep.  25-26:  Native  American  Art  Festival,  Ballard  Park,  Ridgefield,  CT. 
Info:  (315)  363-7022  (evenings). 

Sep.  26-27:  Council  of  the  Three  Rivers  American  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow, 

200  Charles  St.,  Dorseyville,  PA.  Info:  (412)  782-4457. 

Sep.  28:  Groundbreaking  Ceremony  for  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  on  the  National  Mall,  Washington,  DC.  Info:  NMAI  (212)  514-3820. 


Please  note:  several  of  the  events  listed  for  Sep.  4-5  came  from  sources 
that  merely  listed  the  date  as  Labor  Day  weekend.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  that  there  may  be  variances  on  these  events.  Please  call  to  verify 
actual  dates  before  making  plans  to  attend.  If  you  have  any  updates  on  these 
events,  you  may  send  an  e-mail  to  wanige@aol.com,  and  I will  try  to  make 
appropriate  adjustments. 

|\|0te:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 

AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 

FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Sep  1999  08:31:18  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  09/20/99  10:07AM  >>> 

AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  for  9/20/99 

Tune  into  Native  America  Calling  LIVE  on  the  Internet  via  RealAudio  every 
Mondy  - Friday  from  l-2pm  ET 

Native  America  Calling  Website:  nativecalling.org 
MON  - 9/20:  Smart  Genes: 

Scientists  at  Princeton  University  recently  created  a "super  mouse"  by 
cleverly  altering  its  DNA  to  make  it  smarter.  They  claim  that  DNA 
engineering  made  the  mouse  learn  faster  and  remember  longer.  If  we  can 
improve  learning  and  memory  in  mice,  can  we  do  the  same  for  humans?  Should 
we  use  genetics  to  make  ourselves,  our  kids,  and  even  our  parents  smarter? 
TUE  - 9/21:  Nuclear-Free  Pacific  Rim: 

For  more  than  forty  years,  the  Pacific  Rim  has  been  the  most  popular  spot  in 
the  world  for  industrialized  nations  to  test  their  atmospheric  and 
underground  nuclear  weapons.  The  indigenous  peoples  of  the  region  feel  they 
are  getting  close  to  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  nuclear  testing  and 
nuclear  weapons  in  general.  We  take  you  live  to  a nuclear-free  conference  on 
the  Polynesian  Island  of  Tahiti. 

WED  - 9/22:  Self-Determination  in  the  South  Pacific: 

Control  over  the  island  communities  of  the  South  Pacific  have  been 
essentially  divided  up  between  four  countries;  Britain,  France,  Germany  and 
the  United  States,  all  of  whom  impose  their  own  form  of  imperialistic  rule. 
Will  the  chains  ever  be  broken?  Join  us  as  we  continue  our  coverage  from 
Tahiti . 

THU  - 9/23:  What's  Better,  Being  Single  or  Married?: 

Since  talking  about  relationships  always  seems  to  be  a hot  topic  on  the 
show,  we  resurrect  the  issue  once  again.  This  time,  we  ask  whether  the 
bachelor  life  or  the  wedded  life  is  better.  Is  everyone  looking  for  the 
rapture  and  bliss  that  matrimony  has  to  offer?  Or  are  they  happy  staying 
single? 


FRI  - 9/24:  Hepatitis 

Did  you  know  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Americans  are  infected  with 
hepatitis  each  year?  Did  you  know  some  strains  of  hepatitis  can  be 
contracted  by  just  touching  a doorknob  up  to  a week  after  the  infected 
person  contaminates  it?  If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  this  disease 
with  possible  fatal  consequences,  tune  in  to  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling  as  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  discuss  Hepatitis. 
MON  - 9/27:  The  Condition  of  Native  American  Studies: 

Many  Native  studies  programs  at  campuses  and  universities  are  under  attack. 
Funding  is  being  threatened  and  Native  educators  find  themselves  defending 
and  justifying  their  existence.  Will  they  survive? 

TUE  - 9/28:  TBA 

WED  - 9/29:  Losing  the  Drug  War: 

America  has  poured  billions  of  dollars  into  what  some  say  is  a losing  war  on 
drugs.  Should  we  continue  to  throw  money  at  a drug  program  that  has  gone  up 
in  smoke?  What  are  the  alternatives?  Guests  include  New  Mexico  Governor  Gary 
Johnson . 

THU  - 9/30:  Book-of -the-Month : "A  Peoples  Ecology": 

Tewa  author  and  University  of  New  Mexico  professor  Greg  Cajete  of  Santa 
Clara  Pueblo  explores  sustainable  living  from  a Native  perspective  through  a 
collection  of  well-written  modern  essays. 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin, AIROS  402-472-3287jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Amber  dayman,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  aclayman@knba.org 
Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  John  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

Listen  to  great  Native  American  programming  thru  the  Internet 
24  hours  a day  at  airos.org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Iktomi,  Johnny  Rustywire,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Debra  Sanders, 
Larry  Innes,  Just  an  Old  Man,  Christine  A Penney,  Barbara  Landis,  Takkonl, 
Barbara  Russell,  Shunkmanitu  Ska,  Robert  Dorman,  Celine  Vaquer,  Pat  Morris, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Turtle  Heart,  Nancy  Thomas, 

Russ  Mitchell  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  28  23:03:41  1999 
Date:  Tue,  28  Sep  1999  19:18:19  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.040 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  LISN,  Innu-L,  Paths-L,  NatFilm,  Indianz  & 
Minn-Ind  Lists;  Newsgroups : alt . native; misc . activism. progressive;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. adn . com/ stories/T99091242 . html 
http : //www. cow -net . com/tiltulum/ 

http : / /www. tuc son citizen . com/news/ archive/Story0618519. html 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/0920elect . shtml 

http : //www. britesites . com/native_artist_interviews/ 

http : //www. newsday . com/ ap/rnmpwhlm . htm 

http : //www. newsday . com/ ap/rnmpwhly . htm 

http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 


http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/anchive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 

be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Children  were  taught  that  true  politeness  was  to  be  defined  in  actions 
rather  than  words.  They  were  never  allowed  to  pass  between  fire  and  an 
older  person  or  visitor,  to  speak  while  others  were  speaking,  or  to  make 
fun  of  a crippled  or  disfigured  person.  If  a child  thoughtlessly  tried 
to  do  so,  a parent,  in  a quiet  voice,  immediately  set  him  right. 

"Expressions  such  as  'excuse  me,'  'pardon  me,'  and  'so  sorry,'  now  so 
often  lightly  and  unnecessarily  used,  are  not  in  the  Lakota  language. 

If  one  chanced  to  injure  or  cause  inconvenience  to  another,  the  word 
'wanunhecun ' , or  'mistake'  was  spoken.  This  was  sufficient  to  indicate 
that  no  discourtesy  was  intended  and  that  what  had  happened  was 
accidental . 

"Our  young  people,  raised  under  the  old  rules  of  courtesy,  never 
indulged  in  the  present  habit  of  talking  incessantly  and  all  at  the  same 
time.  To  do  so  would  have  been  not  only  impolite,  but  foolish;  for 
poise,  so  much  admired  as  a social  grace,  could  not  be  accompanied  by 
restlessness.  Pauses  were  acknowledged  gracefully  and  did  not  cause 
lack  of  ease  or  embarrassment. 

"In  talking  to  children,  the  old  Lakota  would  place  a hand  on  the 
ground  and  explain:  'We  sit  in  the  lap  of  our  Mother.  From  her  we  and 
all  other  living  things  come.  We  shall  soon  pass,  but  the  place  where 
we  now  rest  will  last  forever. ' So  we,  too,  learned  to  sit  or  lie  on 
the  ground  and  become  conscious  of  life  about  us  in  its  multitude  of 
forms . 

"Sometimes  we  boys  would  sit  motionless  and  watch  the  swallows,  the 
tiny  ants,  or  perhaps  some  small  animal  at  its  work  and  ponder  its 
industry  and  ingenuity;  or  we  lay  on  our  backs  and  looked  long  at  the 
sky,  and  when  the  stars  came  out  made  shapes  from  the  various  groups. 

"Everything  was  possessed  of  personality,  only  differing  from  us  in 
form.  Knowledge  was  inherent  in  all  things.  The  world  was  a library 
and  its  books  were  the  stones,  leaves,  grass,  brooks,  and  the  birds  and 
animals  that  shared,  alike  with  us,  the  storms  and  blessings  of  earth. 

We  learned  to  do  what  only  the  student  of  nature  ever  learns,  and  that 
was  to  feel  beauty.  We  never  railed  at  the  storms,  the  furious  winds, 
and  the  biting  frosts  and  snows.  To  do  so  intensified  human  futility, 
so  whatever  came  we  adjusted  ourselves,  by  more  effort  and  energy  if 
necessary,  but  without  complaint. 

"Even  the  lightning  did  us  no  harm,  for  whenever  it  came  too  close 
mothers  and  grandmothers  in  every  tipi  put  cedar  leaves  on  the  coals 
and  their  magic  kept  danger  away.  Bright  days  and  dark  days  were  both 
expressions  of  the  Great  Mystery  and  the  Indian  reveled  in  being  close 
to  the  Great  Floliness. 

"Observation  was  certain  to  have  its  rewards.  Interest,  wonder, 
admiration  grew,  and  the  fact  was  appreciated  that  life  was  more  than 
mere  human  manifestation;  it  was  expressed  in  a multitude  of  forms. 

"This  appreciation  enriched  Lakota  existence.  Life  was  vivid  and 
pulsing;  nothing  was  casual  and  commonplace.  The  Indian  lived  -- 
lived  in  every  sense  of  the  word  --  from  his  first  to  his  last  breath." 

Chief  Luther  Standing  Bear,  Teton  Sioux 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  the  last  issue  I shared  the  honor  I was  granted  of  serving  as  emcee  at 
the  PowWow  held  in  Waterloo,  A1  in  conjunction  with  the  "Trail  of  Tears" 
motorcycle  ride.  One  of  the  riders  suffered  a head  injury  in  an  accident 
in  Huntsville  Alabama  and  remains  in  critical  condition.  I ask  for  prayers 
for  him. 

Last  week  I further  explained  the  area  historian  had  promised  to  send  me 
his  speech  for  inclusion  in  this  issue.  He  has  done  so,  and  it  is  my  honor 
to  share  it  with  you. 


Trail  of  tears  (1999) 

Welcome 

Welcome  to  Waterloo,  one  of  the  oldest  incorporated  towns  in  Alabama. 
During  the  golden  era  of  the  steamboats,  some  100  years  ago,  we  were 
among  the  busiest  ports  on  the  lower  Tennessee  River.  For  this  reason, 
our  town  was  used  as  an  assembling  port  for  Native  Americans  who  were 
forced  to  come  here  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  large  boats  that  were 
used  to  transport  them  to  a strange  and  foreboding  land  beyond  the 
Mississippi  River. 

On  this  occasion  we  are  commemorating  the  tragic  story  of  the 
Trail  of  Tears.  This  is  not  a time  of  celebration,  but  a time  to 
commemorate  the  suffering,  pain,  and  sorrow  of  those  Native  Americans 
who  were  forced  to  abandon  their  homes  and  to  travel  this  trail. 

The  Trail  of  Tears  was  among  the  darkest  and  saddest  events  in  the 
history  of  our  Nation. 

WELCOME  TO  THE  MOTORCYCLISTS.  We  understand  that  30,000  of  you  have 
made  the  long  and  tedious  ride  of  almost  300  miles  from  Chattanooga  to 
Waterloo  today!  All  of  you  have  made  a contribution  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  were  forced  to  walk  this  trail  161  years  ago.  Today 
we  call  it  "The  Trail  of  Tears."  Those  poor  souls  who  suffered  along 
this  path  called  it  "The  Trail  Where  They  Cried."  Others  have  labeled 
it  "The  Killing  Exodus." 


WELCOME  TO  THE  NATIVE  AMERICANS!  You  have  returned  to  the  land  of 
your  ancestors!  There  were  hundreds  of  villages  and  campsites  all 
up  and  down  this  part  of  the  Tennessee  River  where  your  people  lived 
for  some  10,000  years.  In  fact,  near  where  we  are  gathered  now 
there  once  stood  an  ancient  village  that  existed  some  2,000  years  ago. 

Those  who  took  your  land  have  been  here  less  than  200  years.  We 
have  not  been  good  stewards  of  this  place  where  you  lived.  We  have 
cut  down  your  ancient  hardwood  forest  and  replaced  them  with 
commercial  trees.  We  have  polluted  your  river  and  your  streams. 

We  have  destroyed  your  ancient  burial  grounds.  We  have  desecrated 
your  holy  ground. 

You  are  here  today  as  a part  of  our  time  of  healing.  We  pledge 
our  faith  with  you  at  this  occasion  of  the  Trail  of  Tears.  We 
shall  honor  the  memory  of  your  people  who  once  lived  here.  We 
shall  guard  your  ancient  burial  grounds  and  protect  your  sacred  and 
holy  grounds. 

There  are  already  good  signs  of  our  healing.  Your  owl  and  hawk  have 
never  left  usj  they  continue  to  guard  our  homes  as  they  once  protected 
your  ancestors.  Your  great  eagle  has  returned  to  these  shores.  Once 
again  your  deer  and  an  occasional  bear  roam  through  these  hills  and 
hollows . 

My  our  Great  God  and  Creator  be  with  us  all  on  this  occasion  as  we 
commemorate  the  tragic  Trail  of  Tears  and  as  we  pledge  our  faith  at 
this  special  Time  of  Healing.  Amen. 

(This  welcome  address  was  made  by  Colonel  William  Lindsey  McDonald, 
Historian,  Waterloo,  Alabama,  on  September  18,  1999.  Colonel 
McDonald  is  a veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War.) 
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Date:  Fri,  24  Sep  1999  00:17:22  EDT 
From:  LdyBlue30@aol.com 
Sub j : help  note 

Gary,  much  help  is  needed  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  the  Lumbee  and 
Coharie  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  If  you  have  seen  the  news  the 
hurricane  did  much  damage  to  Sampson  County  (around  Clinton,  N.  C.)  and 
Robeson  County  (around  Lumberton,  N.  C.)  where  these  two  native  american 
communities  are.  Many  have  lost  their  homes  and  possessions.  I spoke  with 
Greg  Richardson,  Director  of  Indian  Affairs  tonight  while  working  the 
Governors  Hotline  for  the  State  and  he  was  greatly  concerned  about  our 
people.  It  is  beginning  to  turn  cold  here  and  many  have  nothing.  Any  help 
from  our  brothers  and  sisters  across  the  U.  S,  would  be  most  appreciated. 
Greg  (who  is  a Hallia-Saponia)  has  an  office  number  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  which 
is  919-733-5998  and  the  fax  to  the  office  is  919-733-1207.  You  might  wish  to 
talk  with  him.  He  will  be  able  to  give  you  a list  of  what  is  most  needed. 
Many  thanks  if  you  can  give  these  people  a helping  hand  through  your  news 
letter.  To  them  any  help  is  most  appreciated. 
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Date:  Tue,  28  Sep  1999  14:28:51  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Sub j : The  Lakota  Oyate  speaks  re  AIM  and  Anna  Mae 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

"Traditional  elders  of  the  Lakota  Nation  have  drafted  a press  release,  in 
response  to  the  recent  information  from  the  elders  of  the  Mi'qmaw  Nation 
about  the  involvement  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  leadership,  in 
collaboration  with  the  FBI  and  other  US  governmental  agencies,  in  the 
murder  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  in  1975  on  the  sacred  and  ancient  lands 
of  H'e  Sapa  (Black  Hills).  This  is  in  response  to  a press  conference  in 
Ottawa,  Canada  held  September  16  by  the  Pictou  family,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Assembly  of  First  Nations." 


I have  added  this  advice  to  Anna's  site... to  be  found  at 
chttp : //www. dick shovel . com/ anna lay . html> . 


The  full  text  of  the  draft  can  be  found  at 
chttp : //www.dickshovel . com/bhpress . html> . 


Iordan  S.  Dill 
jsd@sover.net 


SoVerNet:  Vermont's  Sovereign  Internet  Connection 
chttp: //www. sover . net/> 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30407,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
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"RE : Sacred  Relic  Given  to  Tlingits 

Date:  Fri,  24  Sep  1999  18:48:39  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Harold  Jacobs  <h jonbj@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : Tlingit,  Southeast  Alaska 


Greetings ! 

My  name  is  Harold  Jacobs.  I used  to  work  for  the  Central  Council  Tlingit 
& Haida  Indian  Tribes  of  Alaska  on  repatriation . To  date,  I have  written 
six  successful  claims  with  more  than  20  on  over  100  objects  pending. 

Some  museums  go  out  of  their  way  to  cooperate,  some  go  out  of  their  way 
to  make  it  difficult. 

Here's  a URL  from  the  Anchorage  Daily  News  on  a VERY  significant  item 
recently  returned  to  the  Tlingit;  it's  off  the  only  canoe  to  survive  the 
1882  bombardment  of  the  village  of  Angoon;  my  great-grandfather  was  the 
owner .... 


http : //www. adn . com/stories/T99091242 . html 

A culture  comes  home 
Sacred  relic  given  to  Tlingits 
By  DAVID  WHITNEY 
Daily  News  reporter 

NEW  YORK  CITY  - In  1911,  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  bought 
the  Tlingit  Indians'  most  sacred  item,  a carved  beaver  that  once  sat  on 
the  prow  of  the  only  war  canoe  to  survive  the  U.S.  Navy's  bombardment  of 
the  Southeast  Alaska  village  of  Angoon  in  1882. 

The  museum  paid  artifacts  collector  George  Emmons  $45  for  the  piece, 
which  may  never  have  been  displayed. 


On  Saturday,  in  a quiet  ceremony  in  a private  third-floor  conference 
room  of  the  landmark  Central  Park  museum,  72-year-old  Angoon  elder  Peter 
lack  and,  though  a bit  less  fluently,  Tlingit  leader  Dean  George  spoke  in 
their  native  tongue  to  welcome  the  beaver  back  into  tribal  hands. 

George  wondered  what  it  must  have  been  like  when,  107  years  ago  next 
month,  young  lohn  Paul  steered  the  war  canoe  around  the  bend  of  Catham 
Strait  and  saw  only  black  smoke  rising  from  where  his  village  once  stood. 

lohn  Paul  had  been  out  hunting  for  food  for  the  village  when  the 
warships  arrived  and  leveled  the  village  in  what  was  either  an  outrageous 
case  of  a young  officer's  arrogance  or  a tragic  example  of  cultural 
ignorance. 

In  the  following  weeks  and  months,  the  canoe  became  the  Tlingits' 
lifeblood.  It  was  their  only  tool  to  bring  game  and  wood  to  the  isolated, 
starving  villagers  who  had  fled  into  the  forest  to  escape  the  attack. 

The  canoe  was  so  vital  to  the  survival  of  Angoon  that  years  later,  when 
it  finally  cracked  apart  in  a winter  storm,  villagers  cremated  it  as  if  it 
were  one  of  their  people.  To  them,  the  canoe  was  a living  creature  whose 
spirits  were  freed  on  the  funeral  pyre.  They  believe  those  spirits  still 
live  today  in  the  beaver  carving  that  was  removed  before  the  canoe  was 
burned . 

SIGN  OF  HOPE 

How  the  carving  ended  up  in  Emmons'  hands  is  not  clear.  But  the  beaver's 
return  now,  when  Alaska  Natives  again  are  feeling  that  their  culture  is 
under  attack  as  state  protections  for  traditional  hunting  and  fishing 
rights  are  debated,  is  taken  as  a sign  of  hope. 

Rather  than  the  black  smoke  of  a village's  remains  on  its  return  to 
Angoon,  lack  said,  this  time  the  beaver  "will  see  a different  kind  of 
smoke  that  we  see  as  a threat  to  our  children  for  subsistence  and  living 
off  the  land,  our  way  of  life. 

"That  smoke  can  be  less  threatening  by  bringing  home  something  like 
this,"  lack  said  solemnly  with  half  a dozen  spellbound  museum  staff  members 
and  security  guards  as  his  only  audience.  "This  beaver  coming  home  will  be 
significant  to  the  village  of  Angoon." 

There  are  an  estimated  1,000  or  so  Tlingit  artifacts  in  New  York  and 
Chicago  museums  that  Kootznoowoo  Inc.,  the  Natives'  business  arm,  is 
looking  to  collect  under  the  1990  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act. 

None  compares  to  the  significance  of  the  canoe  beaver,  the  return  of 
which  museum  officials  processed  at  breakneck  speed  when  they  learned  of 
its  significance  in  lanuary.  The  return  of  such  artifacts  can  take  years, 
but  the  beaver's  repatriation  took  only  six  months. 

So  grateful  were  the  Tlingits  that  they  gave  Martha  Graham,  the  museum's 
registrar  for  cultural  resources,  a tribal  name:  "Noowtaayei, " which  means 
anchor  of  the  fort. 

Graham  said  Saturday  that  the  museum  never  knew  the  significance  of  what 
it  had  on  its  back  shelves. 

"It  was  an  honor  to  hear  the  story,"  she  told  lack  and  George. 
'PROBLEMATIC  0B1ECTS' 

Its  dramatic  uncovering  occurred  when  a group  of  13  Tlingits  were  at  the 
museum  to  look  at  its  collection  of  Tlingit  artifacts.  The  beaver  wasn't 
among  them.  It  was  shelved  with  a collection  of  artifacts  that  museum 
curators  call  "problematic  objects,"  whose  identify  is  not  known. 

Harold  lacobs,  then  a repatriation  specialist  for  the  Tlingit-Haida 
Central  Council,  was  the  person  who  discovered  it  in  the  stacks.  He  said 
in  an  interview  that  it  was  as  if  the  spirits  were  drawing  him  to  it. 

"I  was  standing  in  one  of  the  aisles,  looking  at  objects,  and  I kept 
looking  down  at  the  end,"  he  said.  "I  could  see  something  of  that  face 
sticking  out.  I would  look  at  more  things,  then  look  back  and  look  at  that 
face.  ...  When  I got  alongside  it,  I gasped  because  I knew  what  it  was." 

The  piece  of  the  prow  was  brought  out  onto  a table,  and  the  Tlingits 
gathered  around  in  wonderment.  Elders  began  to  tell  stories,  each  in  turn, 
about  the  canoe,  how  it  had  been  the  only  one  to  survive  the  bombardment, 
how  it  became  the  tool  for  the  village's  survival. 


"That  stopped  all  the  work  for  the  next  couple  of  hours/'  said  Steve 
Henrikson,  curator  of  collections  for  the  Alaska  State  Museum  in  Juneau, 
who  was  along  on  the  trip. 

"The  elders  say  that  when  it  is  time  for  artifacts  to  be  found,  they 
will  reveal  themselves,"  Henrikson  said.  "That  is  what  everyone  felt 
happened  in  this  case." 

The  following  morning,  the  group  gathered  again  at  the  museum  and 
conducted  a Tlingit  ceremony  to  welcome  the  item  home,  and  once  again  the 
tears  flowed. 

"We  opened  with  prayer,  and  then  from  there  we  called  upon  the  clan 
leaders,"  said  Leonard  John,  who  headed  the  trip  for  Kootznoowoo  Inc. 

"While  they  were  talking,  the  impact  was  so  powerful,  just  to  hear  the 
story  and  just  to  see  the  emotion  that  was  caught  up  with  it,  the 
realization  that  had  it  not  been  for  this  war  canoe,  I probably  would  not 
be  here,"  John  said.  "We  were  hanging  on  by  a thread  because  the  United 
States  government  had  bombed  Angoon.  Just  this  one  war  canoe  is  what  kept 
our  village  alive.  Even  now  it  brings  a lump  in  my  throat." 

DARKEST  DAY 

The  bombardment  of  Angoon  dug  long-festering  wounds  into  the  village's 
soul.  It  is  without  doubt  the  Tlingits'  darkest  day,  the  response  of  a 
young  Navy  commander  to  a threat  the  Tlingits  never  posed. 

Two  days  before  the  Oct.  26,  1882,  bombardment,  a harpoon  gun  on  a 
whaling  vessel  operated  by  the  Northwest  Trading  Co.  discharged,  killing  a 
Tlingit  shaman,  or  spiritual  leader,  named  Tith  Klane,  who  was  on  board. 

As  was  their  custom,  Tlingits  on  the  vessel  began  a three-day  period  of 
mourning.  They  sailed  the  whaling  vessel  to  their  village  and,  also  in 
keeping  with  tradition,  demanded  payment  of  200  blankets,  roughly  the 
equivalent  of  $600,  for  the  shaman's  death. 

Word  of  the  event  soon  reached  Sitka,  where  E.C.  Merriman  had  just  taken 
over  command  of  a Navy  ship  named  the  Adams.  Merriman,  who  was  not  very 
friendly  to  Natives  anyway,  interpreted  the  events  in  Angoon  as  an 
insurrection . 

Merriman  ordered  the  Adams  and  another  vessel  and  some  60  troops  to  head 
for  Angoon,  directing  his  lieutenants  to  first  try  to  persuade  the 
Tlingits  to  surrender  the  boats  and  release  the  Northwest  Trading  Co.  men. 

But  when  village  leaders  complied,  the  military  leaders  demanded  payment 
from  the  them  as  punishment.  When  the  Tlingits  failed  to  meet  that  demand, 
the  bombardment  began. 

Six  children  died,  and  what  property  was  not  destroyed  by  the  shelling 
was  burned  to  the  ground.  Only  five  houses  were  left  standing.  Food  that 
had  been  gathered  and  dried  throughout  summer  and  fall  was  destroyed. 

'BRUTAL  AND  COWARDLY'  ACT 

Recently,  a letter  a sailor  aboard  the  Adams  wrote  to  relatives  in 
Massachusetts  was  found,  and  in  it  appears  what  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
account  of  the  bombardment  other  than  what  Merriman  provided. 

The  letter  writer,  believed  to  have  been  Frank  H.  Clark,  the  assistant 
paymaster  on  the  Adams,  described  the  Angoon  bombardment  as  Merriman 's 
first  opportunity  for  "glory"  that  wasn't  going  to  be  wasted. 

"Most  of  the  officers  including  myself  consider  it  a brutal  and  cowardly 
thing  and  entirely  uncalled  for,"  Clark  said. 

In  1973,  the  Tlingits  filed  a damage  lawsuit  and  were  eventually  paid 
$90,000,  the  estimated  value  of  the  property  losses  in  1882.  And  in  1982, 
the  centennial  of  the  bombardment,  the  Navy  gave  the  Tlingits  a letter 
acknowledging  that  the  attack  should  never  have  happened  but  did  not 
apologize  for  it. 

But  the  wounds  of  that  night  remain  emblazoned  on  the  minds  of  the 
Tlingit  people  today,  the  story  told  and  retold  by  elders. 

Leonard  John  said  he  hopes  the  return  of  the  beaver  prow  might  begin  to 
end  the  nightmare.  That  was  in  the  group's  thoughts  when  it  celebrated  the 
discovery  in  January. 

"We  used  that  opportunity  to  pray  to  God  and  ask  God  to  bring  healing  to 
our  people  because  as  a result  of  this  bombardment,  our  people  have 
suffered  from  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  and  low  self-esteem,"  he  said. 


"Our  culture  was  taken  away  from  us/'  he  said.  "We've  been  struggling  as 
a people.  So  we  called  upon  God  to  help  our  people  as  he  helped  us  survive 
so  that  we  could  be  made  whole  again." 

lack  restated  that  prayer  Saturday. 

"This  will  bring  our  people  together,  and  then  hopefully  they'll  be  able 
to  realize  who  they  are,"  he  said. 

The  beaver's  return  will  be  celebrated  next  week  when  it  arrives  at  the 
Alaska  State  Museum  in  Juneau.  Eventually,  it  probably  will  end  up  at  a 
museum  in  Angoon,  where  traditional  Tlingit  ways  still  are  practiced. 

But  some  Tlingits,  including  Matthew  Fred,  head  of  the  Deisheetaan  clan 
to  whom  the  canoe  belonged  a century  ago,  said  the  beaver's  return  won't 
end  the  pain  of  1882. 

"We  won't  breathe  good  until  there's  an  apology,"  he  said.  "We  will 
always  remember." 

* Reporter  David  Whitney  can  be  reached  at  dwhitney@adn.com 

"RE : Black  Hills  AIM"  

Date:  25  Sep  1999  17:38:38  GMT 
From:  libyad817@aol.com  (Libyad817) 

Sub j : Black  Hills  AIM 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Hau  Kolas, 

Blessings  from  the  sacred  H'e  Sapa,  on  this  beautiful  equinox. 

We  have  been  hearing  a lot  about  our  sister  Anna  Mae  all  over  the 
Internet,  and  Grampa  Wallace  too,  so  we  thought  we  would  write  briefly, 
and  enclose  our  'collective'  email  address  if  you  would  like  to  address 
these  concerns  directly  to  us  here  at  Ground  Zero. 

We  have  been  quiet  and  spiritual  for  many  years,  working  to  help  the 
people  and  follow  the  Canumpa,  but  now  at  the  end  of  this  Millennium  maybe 
it  is  time  to  clear  the  air  and  discuss  the  full  truth  of  what  happened  to 
AIM  here  in  the  70s,  and  Leonard  Peltier. Our  elders  don't  usually  get  a 
chance  to  voice  their  concerns  on  the  Internet. 

We  have  been  struggling.  But  we  are  putting  together  a good  coalition  of 
the  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  traditional  National  Government  - composed  of  the 
traditional  8 District  Chiefs,  which  include  their  Spokesmen,  the  elders 
Stanley  Looking  Horse,  Dave  Chief,  Low  Dog,  Paul  High  Bear,  Leroy  Curley, 
Doe  Flying  By,  Sam  Moves  Camp,  Reginald  Bird  Horse,  Dave  Bald  Eagle, 
Richard  Grass,  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  and  they  wish  to  say  there  are  many 
other  good  People  regardless  of  skin  color  who  are  helping  us  (just  to 
name  a few,  like  Leona  bull  Bear,  Johnson  holy  Rock,  Oliver  Red  Cloud, 
David  Seals,  and  we  apologize  to  the  others  who  are  not  listed,  even 
though  many  said  they  don't  want  their  names  made  public,  because  of 
reprisals  of  the  IRA  Tribal  Councils).  We  also  have  the  cooperation  of  the 
Bear  Butte  Council  - which  is  composed  of  Medicine  Elders  of  the 
signatories  of  the  1851  Ft.  Laramie/Dog  Creek  Treaty  - Motsoyeof  of  the 
North  Cheyennes,  Tucactu  of  the  Assiniboines  and  Gros  Ventre,  Wolverine 
and  John  Stephens  of  the  Stoneys  and  Shuswaps,  and  others  of  the  Crow, 
Arapaho,  Mandan,  Hidatsa,  Kiowa  Nations  who  have  requested  not  to  have 
their  names  made  public  either. 

We  are  also  working  with  the  Buffalo  Nations/Intertribal  Bison 
Cooperative  to  renew  our  Buffalo  Commons  economy  (and  stop  the  slaughter 
of  the  Wkan  Pte  in  Yellowstone,  and  the  wolves  and  coyotes).  Native 
Resource  coalition  (Guy  White  Thunder),  RESPECT  in  Rapid  City  (Stacey  Low 
Dog  Scares  Hawk,  Linda  Johnson,  and  many  others)  to  stop  police  brutality 
and  the  skinhead  racial  serial  killers,  the  Warrior  Societies  working 
against  the  murderers  in  White  Clay,  Nebraska  (near  Tasunke  Witko's 
sacred  camp  at  Capa  Wakpala,  where  Sinte  Gleska's  Agency  was),  and  the 
economic  development  efforts  of  Sky  & Sage  Books  and  WestEND  Productions 
to  create  jobs  and  cultural  awareness  for  our  People  in  the  performing 
arts . 

My  own  uncle  Pedro  Bissonette  was  murdered  by  one  of  the  Janis  goons 
back  in  the  70s,  paid  to  do  so  by  the  FBI,  then  Janis  was  killed  by  the 


Feds,  that's  how  they  work.  We  all  know  the  main  players  in  the  Anna  Mae 
murder,  and  her  connection  to  Leonard  Peltier,  and  a film  crew  has  been 
getting  all  these  facts  laid  down  so  that  the  truth  will  not  be  lost. It  is 
in  a documentary  titled  'With  Visible  Breath  I Am  Walking'. 

Wastelo,  toksa, 

Mike  Bissonette 
Black  Hills  AIM 

"RE : Walk  for  Dustice  & S.D.  Murder  Investigation"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Sep  1999  14:54:03  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Walk  for  Dustice  & S.D.  murder  investigation  report 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thursday,  September  23,  1999 
From:  AIM  National  Field  Office 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

*From  the  Offices  of: 

^American  Indian  Movement  National  Field  Office 

*E-mail  Address:  AIM4DUSTCE@aol.com 

Dear  Friends, 

Nowa  Cumig,  AKA  Dennis  Banks,  and  myself  have  just  returned 
from  the  Walk  for  Dustice  in  Rapid  City,  SD.  The  walk  and  subsequent 
meetings  and  events  were  extremely  successful.  This  success  would 
not  have  been  possible  without  your  prayers,  support  and  messages 
of  good  wishes,  which  continue  to  strengthen  us  and  all  of  Indian 
country.  Pilamaya 

The  walk  organized  at  Roosevelt  Park  in  Rapid  City  about  10  am.  with 
speeches  by  Nowa  Cumig  and  several  others.  There  was  a heavy  media 
and  police  presence.  The  marched  began  about  11am  and  moved  from 
the  park  to  the  federal  building  in  Rapid.  At  the  federal  building 
speeches  regarding  the  deaths  in  Rapid,  Whiteclay,  Mobridge  as  well 
as  other  places  were  addressed.  Nowa  Cumig  was  the  main  speaker  and 
was  very  motivating  as  usual.  The  walk  continued  on  to  the  Pennington 
County  Courthouse  where  more  speeches  were  delivered.  Many  people 
drove  by  and  honked  or  waved  their  support.  The  march  then  continued 
on  to  the  Rapid  City  Police  Station  but  stopped  on  the  way  to  sing  & 
drum  traditional  songs  outside  the  jail  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners 
inside.  At  the  Police  station  more  speeches  and  statements  were  made. 
Afterwards  the  march  returned  to  Roosevelt  Park  and  we  regrouped  at 
the  Oyate  Center  in  Lakota  Village  in  the  northern  section  of  Rapid  City. 
During  the  march  the  Rapid  City  Police  were  respectful  and  accommodating, 
and  in  my  view  were  not  intimidating  at  all.  ( No  I'm  not  on  drugs  ). 

At  the  Oyate  Center  there  were  several  representatives  of  area  law 
enforcement  who  agreed  to  discuss  with  us  the  issues  surrounding  the 
Rapid  Creek  murders.  Included  were  the  Pennington  County  Sheriff,  two 
investigators  from  the  Rapid  City  Police  Department  and  a Deputy  Sheriff 
(who  had  been  working  in  plain  clothes  throughout  the  march).  Nowa 
Cumig,  Mark  White  Bull  (Mobridge)  and  myself  convened  with  these 
people  in  a private  office  for  discussions.  As  promised,  a representative 
of  U.S.  Senator  Tom  Daschle's  office,  joined  the  discussion  via  phone 
hook  up.  The  law  enforcement  officers  were  very  forthcoming  with 
information  regarding  their  efforts  in  solving  the  Rapid  Creek  murders 
and  efforts  in  preventing  additional  assaults  on  Indian  people.  Much 
of  the  information  provided  to  us  is  confidential  and  could  compromise 
ongoing  investigations  if  listed  here  so  I won't.  Quite  frankly,  the 
investigation  into  these  deaths  is  far  more  involved  then  we  had 
previously  believed.  ( one  of  the  investigators  is  an  enrolled  member 
of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation).  Senator  Daschle's  office  was  also  extremely 
helpful  and  well-informed  (as  he  should  be)  of  the  issues  surrounding 
the  deaths  of  Indians  in  SD.  Mark  White  Bull  stressed  the  issue  of 


the  murderers  of  Boo  Many  Horses  in  Mobridge  being  charged  with 
manslaughter  instead  of  murder.  After  the  private  meeting  Nowa  Cumig 
stated  to  the  law  enforcement  officials  that  he  believed  they  were 
putting  forth  their  best  efforts  to  solve  the  Rapid  Creek  murders  but 
since  the  murderer(s)  are  still  at  large  more  needs  to  be  done  and  a 
coalition  between  the  Indian  community  and  law  enforcement  must  be 
established  to  secure  the  welfare  of  Indian  people.  They  agreed.  We  are 
now  in  the  process  of  establishing  "citizen  patrols"  of  the  area's  where 
the  murders  took  place,  working  in  conjunction  with  law  enforcement 
and  establishing  credible  liaisons  between  us  and  them.  Following  the 
meeting  the  officers  met  with  the  Indian  community  gathered  at  the  Oyate 
Center  and  enjoyed  frybread  and  soup  with  us.  A few  of  the  people  vented 
their  anger  and  frustration  with  the  police  in  general  but  overall  the 
community  meeting  was  positive.  Afterwards,  Nowa  Cumig  and  myself  met 
with  the  Head  of  the  FBI  for  South  Dakota.  He  gave  us  a run  down  of  the 
investigation  into  the  Killings  at  Whiteclay  (Pine  Ridge).  Although  he 
was  not  as  forthcoming  as  local  law  enforcement  he  did  enlighten  us  to 
their  efforts  in  bringing  the  murderer(s)  to  justice.  He  said  a large 
contingent  of  investigators  was  assigned  to  this  case,  more  than  he  has 
seen  in  seven  years  on  a single  investigation. 

I'm  sure  that  after  reading  this  there  are  those  who  may  feel  that 
we  have  been  deceived  by  the  police  or  fallen  victim  to  a conspiracy 
of  lies.  We  believe  those  officials  we  spoke  with  were  honest  and 
truthful,  after  all,  they  did  not  have  to  be  there  nor  share  this 
information  with  us.  On  the  other  hand,  this  report  is  not  to  be 
interpreted  as  meaning  we  have  complete  trust  in  any  law  enforcement 
agency  or  individual.  We  will  never  let  down  our  guard.  The  investigation 
to  find  the  killer(s)  responsible  for  the  Rapid  Creek  murders  is  ongoing 
and  intensified  as  a result  of  all  of  our  actions  and  prayers.  I truly 
believe  we  have  moved  closer  to  apprehending  the  killer(s)  and  have 
scored  a victory  for  Indian  people.  Aho  ! 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE, 

Matt  Sherman,  Madage  Moniga 
Asst,  to  Nowa  Cumig  aka 
Dennis  Banks 
National  Field  Director, 

AIM 

P.  0.  BOX  06167 
Columbus,  Oh  43206 
PLEASE  POST  AND  DISTRIBUTE 

"RE : The  Chumash  Western  Gate"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Sep  1999  00:42:50  EDT 

From:  SumerWCree@aol . com 

Sub j : Chumash  Western  Gate  vs  NASA 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  9/26/99  7:51:18  PM  Pacific  Daylight  Time 
From:  lakotaactivest@yahoo.com  (Paul  Pureau) 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

I just  received  word  from  Mike  and  Dj  that  there  is  a major  battle  going 
on  to  save  this  site.  Point  Conception:  The  Chumash  Western  Gate 
[Commentary  By  Dr.  John  Anderson] 

The  Samala  Chumash  historian  named  Maria  Qiliqutayiwit  reported  to  Dohn 
Harrington,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  that  Point  Conception  was  a 
sacred  place  for  the  ancient  Chumash.  It  was,  she  said,  a gateway  for  the 
souls  of  the  dead  to  enter  the  heavens  and  begin  their  celestial  journey 
to  paradise  (Similaqas). 

Qiliqutayiwit ' s statement  can  be  read  in  December's  Child,  which  was 
edited  by  Thomas  Blackburn  and  published  by  the  University  of  California 
Press  in  1975.  In  the  quarter  of  a century  since  the  publication  of  this 
book,  a great  deal  has  happened  at  Point  Conception  as  it  has  become  a 
point  of  contention  between  many  competing  factions  trying  to  influence 


the  development  on  non-development  of  this  relatively  pristine  part  of  the 
California  Coast. 

Point  Conception  As  the  Chumash  Western  Gate? 

Qiliqutayiwit  described  a "gate"  associated  with  Point  Conception,  which 
is  one  of  the  westernmost  points  of  land  in  the  ancient  Chumash  territory. 
Many  contemporary  Chumash  call  Point  Conception  the  "Western  Gate"  and 
believe  that  this  region  deserves  to  be  kept  from  development,  because  it 
is  a holy  place  linked  to  the  souls  of  the  dead.  In  fact,  many 
traditionalists  believe  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  places  in  the 
Chumash  territory,  deserving  of  the  same  protection  of  other  sacred  places 
such  as  Iwihinmu  (Pine  Mountain),  Toshololo  (Frazier  Mountain),  Wasna, 

Zaca  lake,  and  other  holy  places. 

But  not  all  American  scholars  agree  with  this  assessment,  nor  the  many 
economic  interests  which  have  tried  to  develop  the  Point  Conception  area 
for  economic  reasons.  Early  developers  included  Spanish  and  Mexican 
cattlemen  awarded  land  grants  in  the  vicinity.  Later  came  the  American 
railroad  (now  called  the  Southern  Pacific)  that  built  a coastal  line 
immediately  next  to  the  point,  along  with  the  federal  government  which 
built  a light  house  on  the  point  and  confiscated  the  nearby  lands. 

In  time,  other  development  schemes  were  proposed  for  this  region 
including  wharfs,  an  oil  line,  and  a massive  liquefied  natural  gas 
facility.  It  was  the  gas  facility  which  sparked  the  first  major  protest 
from  traditional  Chumash,  who  came  to  the  Point  Conception  area  to  protest 
its  desecration  in  1978. 

Need  for  a Chumash  Religious  Sanctuary  At  Point  Conception? 

After  the  development  plans  for  the  liquefied  natural  gas  facility  was 
dropped,  the  Point  came  pressure  during  construction  of  a oil  pipeline. 
Various  real  estate  interests  proposed  housing  developments,  golf  courses, 
and  other  planned  community  schemes  for  the  area.  And  in  more  recent  years, 
it  has  been  impacted  by  the  development  of  a commercial  California 
Spaceport  nearby  on  the  Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base. 

The  Spaceport  facility  proved  a quantum  jump  in  potential  negative 
impacts  on  the  Greater  Point  Conception  region,  which  the  Chumash  call 
Flumqaq.  I became  concerned  about  the  potential  negative  impact  of  a the 
commercial  spaceport  if  it  grew  to  even  a fraction  of  the  size  its  backers 
predicted,  so  I published  an  article  in  the  Earth  Island  Journal  [Fall 
1998]  documenting  the  powerful  coalition  of  state  and  local  politicians, 
aerospace  interests.  Air  Force,  and  local  chambers  of  commerce  which  were 
working  to  promote  the  spaceport.  I questioned  whether  the  coalition  had 
done  an  adequate  job  of  bringing  all  of  the  various  Chumash  factions  into 
the  consultation  and  planning  process,  especially  the  Traditional  families 
who  did  not  live  on  the  nearby  Santa  Ynez  Reservation  (Anderson,  1999). 

Impact  of  a National  Seashore? 

Nathan  Post  maintains  a web  page  on  the  proposed  National  Seashore, 
which  would  protect  the  remaining  relatively  undeveloped  portion  of  Santa 
Barbara  County  including  the  Point  Conception  area.  This  federally 
protected  coastline  might,  according  to  some  advocates,  stretch  from 
Goleta  to  Point  Conception.  See  Seashore  for  more  information  on  the 
proposed  federal  seashore.  This  webpage  states:  "It  is  important  to 
remember  that  Point  conception  is  a highly  reverenced  Chumash  Indian  site. 
The  Chumash  believe  that  this  is  where  the  souls  of  their  dead  ancestors 
depart  for  the  spirit  world." 

The  Gaviota  Coastal  Conservancy,  founded  by  Bob  Keats,  is  an  advocate  of 
the  National  Seashore  plan,  citing  the  fact  that  the  Gaviota  Coast 
represents  the  last  significant  stretch  of  relatively  undeveloped  coastal 
land  of  its  magnitude  remaining  in  Southern  California.  For  additional 
information,  you  can  reach  Nathan  Post  at  npost31229@aol.com 

Private  Landowners 

One  of  the  concerns  expressed  by  Nathan  Post  on  his  National  Seashore 
web  page  is  that  the  owners  of  large  private  estates  in  the  Point 
Conception  area  may  not  want  to  abandon  any  potential  development  rights 


without  expensive  public  compensation.  One  of  these  large  landowners  is 
the  Hollister  Ranch,  and  the  other  is  the  Cojo  Ranch,  which  is  located 
immediately  at  Point  Humqaq  and  includes  a number  of  important  Chumash 
sites  located  nearby. 

Kuta  Teachings 

In  1997,  Dr.  Brian  Haley  and  Larry  Wilcoxon  published  an  article  in  the 
journal  of  Current  Anthropology,  which  discussed  the  role  of  Point 
Conception  in  the  traditional  religion  of  the  Chumash  Indians.  They 
concluded  that  Point  Conception  was  not  a pan-Chumash  religious  site  as 
many  contemporary  Chumash  claim.  They  instead  proposed  classifying  it  as 
of  importance  only  to  the  local  Chumash.  This  article  was  very  critical  of 
the  views  of  other  scholars  who  had  written  about  Point  Conception,  and 
these  scholars  responded  in  a August/October  1998  issue  of  the  same 
journal.  You  can  read  more  about  this  heated  debate  at  Haley. 

Out  of  interest  in  the  many  issues  being  raised  about  the  role  of  Point 
Conception  in  the  traditional  Chumash  religion,  I returned  to  an  earlier 
draft  of  a short  book  on  the  Chumash  Path  of  the  Dead.  This  book  is  yet 
unpublished,  but  you  can  read  more  about  this  book  at  Kuta. 

The  Point  Conception  Occupation 

Many  members  of  the  Coastal  Band  of  the  Chumash  Nation  participated  in 
the  Humqaq  Occupation.  See  web  page,  for  information  on  the  Coastal  Band. 
Also  see  Humqaq  for  Mike  Khus'  News  From  Native  California  article  on  the 
1978  occupation  of  the  Point  Conception  area  by  Chumash  and  other  native 
Americans  trying  to  save  it  from  development  by  a liquified  natural  gas 
company. 

Western  Gate  More  than  one  'gate'  (opening,  portal)  into  the  celestial 
world  is  described  in  surviving  Chumash  narratives.  Other  gates  include 
Iwihinmu  mountain,  Wasna  mountain,  and  Zaca  lake.  What  makes  Point 
Conception  special  to  the  Traditional  Chumash  is  that  it  is  the  only  one 
in  which  an  elder  explicitly  identified  as  a "gate"  used  by  the  souls  of 
the  dead!  And  since  it  was  located  in  the  westernmost  area  of  the  Chumash 
lands,  it  came  to  be  called  the  Western  Gate. 

Point  Conception  See  Point  Humqaq 

Point  Humqaq  The  Traditional  name  for  Point  Conception  is  Humqaq,  which 
means  the  Raven  comes.  In  Kuta  Teachings,  the  role  of  the  Raven  in  Chumash 
mythology  includes  giving  the  souls  of  the  dead  their  'celestial  eyes' 
needed  for  traveling  on  the  Path  of  the  Dead.  Only  by  discarding  the 
'earthly  eyes'  of  their  previous  lives,  can  the  souls  of  the  dead  reach 
the  heavenly  paradise  from  which  they  are  reincarnated. 

Point  Humqaq:  Greater  Religious  Area  In  Kuta  Teachings  (unpublished),  I 
will  present  the  argument  that  Humqaq  was  not  a single  site  but  rather  a 
religious  'complex'  that  included  a number  of  features  located  away  from 
Point  Humqaq  itself  (the  exact  point  where  the  modern  lighthouse  is 
located  today) . This  text  will  also  discuss  whether  documented  religious 
sites  located  near  the  California  Spaceport  are  part  of  this  larger 
religious  complex  (Anderson  February,  1999). 

Raven  See  Point  Humqaq. 

More  On  Point  Conception  As  the  Western  Gate 

This  web  page  presents  the  views  of  the  author,  and  does  not  necessarily 
represent  the  views  of  the  Chumash  Indians,  either  individually  or  as  a 
group 

Anderson  Web  Pages 
Chumash  Islanders 
lonjonata  Townsite 

Chumash  Indians  & California  Spaceport 
The  Munoz  Report 
Kuta  Teachings 
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From:  St'eque  Kwasun  <lwsr@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : Cowichan  Tribes  - do  Indian  Act  real  good! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

News  Flash  from  Somena  Governance  Society. 

2 weeks  ago  - an  incident  occurred  which  the  Somena  Governance  Society  and 
the  Vancouver  Island  Accountability  Coalition  will  be  addressing  in 
upcoming  meetings  and  media  work. 

Isabelle  Williams  is  a Cowichan  Tribes  Member.  She  was  legally  adopted 
by  Ted  Williams  at  the  age  of  8 - and  is  the  granddaughter  of  late  Earl 
Williams  - the  great  granddaughter  of  Henry  Williams  - and  the  great  great 
granddaughter  of  Johnny  Williams. 

She  has  a 3 year  old  son  - named  Nathan  Williams.  The  father  of  Nathan 
Williams  is  Andy  Thomas  - from  Penelakut  - with  Family  from  Cowichan. 

Isabelle  recently  suffered  a huge  setback  in  her  life.  She  suffered  from 
a series  of  epileptic  seizures.  She  lost  her  drivers  licence  and  her 
business  as  a result.  She  had  to  move  in  with  her  mother  and  father  on  the 
reserve  - since  under  Doctors  orders  she  can  not  be  alone  until  the 
medication  for  her  epilepsy  has  shown  to  have  stopped  the  seizures. 

Isabelle  went  in  to  apply  for  welfare  for  herself  and  her  son  - since 
she  had  no  income  and  no  means  to  support  herself  after  this  medical 
problem  occurred. 

She  was  refused  any  kind  of  assistance  - 

Members  of  the  Governance  Society  heard  about  what  had  occurred  and  went 
in  with  her  - since,  living  on  the  reserve  - we  know  she  was  entitled  to 
benefits . 

We  were  shown  a policy  that  indicated  that  since  her  father's  land  was 
unsettled  - non-C.P.  land  - they  would  not  give  her  any  welfare. 

We  discussed  the  fact  that  we  thought  this  was  an  unreasonable  measure. 

The  reason  that  was  given  at  that  time  for  denying  her  benefits  was  that 
Because  the  land  that  her  father  lives  on  is  unsettled  - and  non  C.P  any 
rent  that  she  would  get  - would  go  to  the  band  and  not  to  her  father. 

We  challenged  that  - and  said  "Well  - that  only  deals  with  the  issue  of 
rent.,  she  is  still  entitled  to  basic  support  - in  the  amount  of  $327.00 

They  changed  their  mind  - and  let  her  apply  for  basic  support. 

We  asked  for  a photo  copy  of  the  policy  denying  her  rent. 

In  researching  this  policy  - we  discovered  that  "custom  holdings  - 
recognized  in  writing  by  Chief  and  Council"  - would  serve  in  stead  of  C.P 
for  getting  rent. 

Luckily  - in  research  we  have  done  for  the  Williams  family  -we  found  a 
copy  of  a Band  Council  Resolution  from  1954  - recognizing  the  ownership  of 
the  land  - ...  so  She  went  into  the  office  with  this  - and  was  grudgingly 
given  a rent  cheque  as  well. 

Isabelle  had  applied  for  membership  for  her  son  - The  Membership 
administrator  had  delayed  and  ignored  this  application  for  the  past  2 
years . 

This  week  - Isabelle  received  a letter  from  the  Chief  and  Council  and 
Membership  office  - denying  her  son's  application  for  Membership. 

This  little  boy  - whose  mother  is  sick  - has  Cowichan  Ancestry  and  on 
BOTH  sides  of  his  family. 

The  band  office  has  said  that  because  Isabelle  is  "not  native"  - even 
though  she  was  legally  adopted  - and  has  status  and  is  a member  of 
Cowichan  Tribes  - her  son  is  being  refused  membership. 

- In  talking  with  Isabelle  - we  have  discovered  that  the  Education 
office  has  been  refusing  her  any  assistance  towards  her  post  - secondary 
education  - claiming  she  is  not  a member. 

However  - she  is  a registered  Cowichan  Tribes  Member  - She  has  a Status 
Card  indicating  her  membership  as  Cowichan  Tribes  - Her  number  on  the  card 
- is  a Cowichan  number. 

The  governance  society  will  be  working  with  Isabelle  and  her  family  to 
fight  this  discrimination. 

For  more  Info  - come  to  http://www.cow-net.com/tiltulum/ 

MW 
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COWICHAN  TRIBES  IN  VIOLATION  OF  FUNDING  AGREEMENT 

On  May  4th  of  this  year  several  Cowichan  Tribes  Members  requested 
financial  information  from  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Cowichan  Tribes  in  the 
following  letter  (Go  to  website  to  see  letter) . As  of  this  date  - Cowichan 
Tribes  has  yet  to  furnish  the  members  who  requested  these  documents  with 
even  one  scrap  of  information  we  requested  pertaining  to  how  our  money  is 
being  spent. 

It  is  now  the  144th  Day  and  Counting  - since  we  have  requested  the 
information  that  we  are  entitled  as  band  members  to  see! 

The  Comprehensive  Funding  Agreement  is  a a funding  arrangement  between 
Chief  and  Council  and  the  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada. 
Cowichan  Tribes  receives  in  excess  of  $18,000,000  a year  from  the  federal 
government  to  administer  programs  and  provide  services  to  Cowichan  Tribes 
Members.  This  funding  agreement  requires  that  Chief  and  Council  adhere  to 
an  Accountability  Framework  in  order  to  receive  their  funds  each  year. 

Part  of  this  framework  includes  "Transparency,  Disclosure  and  Redress". 

The  Comprehensive  Funding  Agreement  is  very  specific  and  very  clear 
about  what  information  Band  Members  are  entitled  to  see.  They  are  as 
follows : 

- we  request  proof  of  the  development,  implementation  and  maintenance  of 
the  'conflict  of  interest  guidelines'  which  shall  as  a minimum  provide 
that  elected  and  staff  officials  are  prevented  from  personally  benefiting 
from  their  office  beyond  their  agreed  upon  compensation.  Please  show  us 
the  Administrative  policy  regarding  CONFLICT  OF  INTEREST  and  any  band 
council  resolutions  regarding  such  guidelines  - as  well  as  report  on  the 
enforcement  of  these  guidelines  within  the  past  6 months. 

- Copies  of  the  monthly  expenditures  reports  for  Ian  1998  - thru  Dan  1999. 

- All  documents  relating  to  the  sources  of  compensation  for  elected  staff 
and  officials  from  funds,  including  salary,  honoraria,  per  diem  for  the 
past  year  for  all  elected  officials  and  Senior  Staff  at  Cowichan  Tribes. 

- We  request  copies  of  all  documents  related  to  expenditures  of  Chief  and 
Council  and  Senior  Staff  for  the  use  of  Telephone,  Travel  heating  and 
housing  allowances  out  of  funds  from  the  CFA  budget 

- We  request  a full  copy  of  the  Comprehensive  Funding  Agreement  between 
Chief  and  Council  and  Cowichan  Tribes  and  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 
Canada  - including  any  amendments.  For  the  years  1996-1998  Request 

- We  request  the  disclosure  of  the  following  --listed  by  beneficiary  -- 
All  Loans  and  advances,  made  by  the  Recipient  of  the  CFA  funds  - including 
amounts  owed,  the  reason  for  the  receivable,  and  the  amounts  repaid  in 
previous  years  and  the  amounts  written  off. 

- the  annual  audited  financial  statements  prepared  in  accordance  with 
section  2.4  - of  part  B of  the  Agreement  (CFA)  General  Terms  and 
Conditions  of  this  Arrangement  - including  auditors  report  - and  opinion 
for  the  years  1996-1998 

Even  the  MOST  BASIC  of  our  requests  has  yet  to  be  met  - despite  promise 
by  Council  and  Chief  at  the  meeting  of  Dune  22nd  - to  provide  it.  That 
being  a copy  of  the  CFA  - to  be  posted  in  the  Lobby  of  the  Band  Office. 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  HIDING  CHIEF  - COUNCIL  - ADMINISTRATOR????? 

On  a special  note  - The  Council  balked  at  giving  us  a copy  of  the  CFA  - 
saying  that  while  they  will  post  it  - we  don't  get  to  have  a copy.  WAKE  UP 
COUNCIL  - The  people  are  tired  of  being  treated  like  children  - by 
paternalistic  leaders  who  think  they  don't  have  to  answer  for  their 


actions  - and  inactions. 

WHO  IS  KEEPING  THIS  INFORMATION  FROM  BEING  DELIVERED  TO  THE  PEOPLE???? 
IT'S  TIME  TO  FIRE  THEM  AND  REPLACE  THEM  WITH  SOMEBODY  WHO  WILL  BE 
RESPONSIBLE  AND  ACCOUNTABLE  TO  THE  COWICHAN  PEOPLE!!!!  ELECTIONS  ARE  IN  3 
MONTHS  - ACT  NOW 

"RE : DIA  and  Tribal  Finances"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Sep  1999  21:24:35  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : Re:  Cowichan  Tribes  - 144  days  in  violation  of  Funding  Agreement 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  article  <37EF9CF3.3CDC@telusplanet.net>,  Angela  Gottfred 
<agottf re@telusplanet . net>  wrote : 

> Support  for  disclosure  comes  from  an  unlikely  source--the  Canadian 

> edition  of  Reader's  Digest  (Oct  1999,  p.  80),  which  reprints  a Halifax 

> newspaper  article  headlined  "Natives  Silent  on  Spending".  The  article 

> points  out  that  only  band  members  can  examine  audited  band  financial 

> statements,  but  that  asking  for  the  audits  is  often  difficult,  since 

> doing  so  can  get  someone  branded  as  a troublemaker  with  chief  and 

> council.  "People  who  depend  on  councils  for  jobs  or  homes  are  afraid  to 

> speak  out."  Hopefully  such  broad  exposure  will  lead  to  more  public 

> awareness  of  this  issue. 

> 

> Your  humble  & obedient  servant, 

> Angela  Gottfred 

d'laan'te' . . . 

Before  some  jump  to  tar  evry  band  council  with  the  same  black  brush  for 
not  being  too  open  with  the  books... 

Those  that  pocket  the  money  or  just  hep  immediate  rekatives  I have  no  use 
for,  but  there  are  many  others  whose  books  are  a mess  because  of  DIAND. 

DIA  currently  hands  out  $19600  or  so  to  each  band  for  each  house  to  be 
built,  & there  are  only  45%  of  on-rez  homes  fit  for  human  habitation  plus 
a HUGE  population  boom  that  pack  12-15  adults  plus  as  many  kids  into  a 
900sqft  house  (for  up  to  20%  of  the  on-rez  population)  in  many  places.  So 
such  things  lead  to  creative  accounting.  Another  example  is  a recent 
take-over  of  a school  by  a First  nation  school  board,  on  rez.  The  regional 
school  board  that  had  been  delivering  the  (non-Indian)  direction  & 
administration  had  been  receiving  over  $16,000  per  Indian  student  from  the 
feds.  When  the  First  Nation  took  it  over  this  year  the  feds  cut  the 
per-student  allocation  to  less  than  $5,000.  So  that  leads  to  more  creative 
accounting. 

In  their  relentless  campaign  to  force  evacuation  of  the  reserves,  the 
feds  force  every  First  Nation  government  to  "dig  a hole  to  fill  a hole" 
with  their  meagre  budgets  (meagre  is  right  when  you  consider  the  critical 
needs) . 

Those  who  steal  should  be  banished  & struck  from  the  Nation's  rolls,  but 
others  who  hesitate  to  "bare  all"  to  auditors  that  cannot  consider  reality 
on  the  rez  should  not  be  condemned, 
masi : cho . . . 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 
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Story  by 
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http: //www. tucsoncitizen . com/news /a r chi ve/St ory06185 19. ht ml 
O'odham  call  border  artificial 

SELLS  - For  centuries,  the  Tohono  O'odham  have  roamed  their  desert  lands, 
visiting  family,  joining  in  religious  rituals  and,  in  more  recent  times, 
running  errands. 

It  made  little  difference  whether  they  traveled  in  Mexico  or  what  later 
became  the  United  States,  as  it  was  all  one  huge  tribal  nation. 

"We  as  a people,  we  come  across  regardless,"  said  Julian  Rivas,  a member 
of  the  tribe  who  lives  in  San  Francisquito,  10  miles  south  of  the  border. 

But  daily  travel  across  the  border  has  gotten  harder.  As  a border  crackdown 
pushes  more  illegal  immigrants  and  drugs  through  the  reservation,  increased 
vigilance  has  tribal  members  complaining  that  they  feel  like  unwanted 
visitors  on  their  land. 

"In  our  view,  even  though  it's  an  international  and  legal  border,  it's 
an  artificial  border,"  said  Alex  Ritchie,  aide  to  O'odham  Chairman  Edward 
Manuel.  "It's  a lot  like  the  Iron  Curtain.  It's  a cactus  curtain." 

O'odham  legislator  David  Garcia  said  the  Border  Patrol  last  year  deported 
a Mexican  member  of  the  tribe  to  Nogales,  Son.  The  man  walked  four  days 
from  Nogales  to  get  back  to  his  Sonoran  village. 

"Flis  question  was,  'Why  was  I treated  like  this,  and  yet  I'm  O'odham?'  " 
Garcia  said.  "These  guys  (agents)  are  from  all  over  the  country.  They  don't 
know  what  O'odham  is." 

Legislation  would  allow  free  access  Tribal  officials  are  lobbying  for 
federal  legislation  that  would  allow  them  to  cross  the  border  freely,  using 
tribal  identification.  About  700  registered  O'odham  members  live  in  Mexico; 
12,000  live  in  Arizona  - on  a 2.8-million-acre  reservation  roughly  the  size 
of  Connecticut. 

Some  federal  lawmakers  are  concerned  that  drug  trafficking  and  illegal 
immigration  would  get  worse  if  exceptions  are  allowed. 

"Whenever  we  talk  about  changing  the  rules  and  making  it  easier  to  cross 
the  border,  immediately  there  are  concerns  about  (immigrants)  and  drug 
smuggling,"  said  Allen  Kay,  spokesman  for  Rep.  Lamar  Smith,  R-Texas, 
immigration  subcommittee  chairman. 

"As  we  tighten  control  of  the  border  . . . smugglers  are  looking  for  other 
avenues  where  there's  less  enforcement.  And  the  Indian  reservations  are  the 
obvious  place,"  he  said. 

The  tribal  nation  was  not  always  split.  In  the  18th  century,  the  tribal 
territory  was  bordered  by  the  Colorado,  Gila  and  San  Pedro  rivers  and  the 
Sea  of  Cortez.  The  O'odham  were  under  Spanish  rule  in  the  colonial  era,  then 
became  a part  of  Mexico  when  that  country  declared  independence  from  Spain 
in  1821. 

In  the  Gadsden  Purchase  of  1853,  the  United  States  bought  nearly  30,000 
square  miles  in  southern  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  The  tribe  was  split  in  half 
between  Mexico  and  Arizona. 

That  meant  the  tribe's  sacred  mountain,  Baboquivari,  50  miles  southwest 
of  Tucson,  became  part  of  Arizona.  But  another  sacred  mountain,  Quitovac, 
remained  in  Mexico,  20  miles  south  of  the  border  town  of  Lukeville.  And 
daily  travel  meant  traversing  two  nations. 

But  the  only  official  ports  of  entry  near  the  O'odham  Nation  are  75  miles 
apart  in  Sasabe  and  Lukeville,  beyond  the  tribe's  boundaries.  It  is  a 
practical  nightmare  - and  far  more  costly  to  the  overwhelmingly  poor  tribal 
members  - to  travel  the  rough  dirt  roads  to  official  ports  of  entry. 

"You're  talking  about  a 150-  to  200-mile  drive  just  to  get  to  the  person 
who's  10  or  20  miles  across  the  border,"  Ritchie  said.  "It's  a cultural  and 
in  fact  a religious  imposition." 

O'odham  find  shortcuts  Tribal  members  in  Mexico  cross  into  Arizona  to  use 
the  health  clinic,  post  office  and  tribal  headquarters  in  Sells.  O'odham 
from  Arizona  visit  relatives  in  Mexico  and  attend  tribal  events  and 
gatherings  there. 

For  years,  tribal  officials  said,  members  have  crossed  through  three 
cattle  gates  on  remote  stretches  of  border  on  the  reservation:  San  Miguel, 


Papago  Farms  and  Manager's  Gate.  The  tribe  declined  to  release  a map  of 
the  gates,  saying  it  did  not  want  to  draw  more  attention  to  them.  The 
better-maintained  roads  link  up  to  State  Route  86. 

The  shortcuts  are  exclusively  for  tribal  use  and  are  off-limits  to 
non-O'odham.  But  the  crossings  technically  are  illegal,  though  they  drew 
little  attention  until  the  border  crackdown  began  in  Arizona  five  years  ago. 
An  intensified  border  crackdown  in  Nogales  this  year  sent  more  drug 
smugglers  and  illegal  immigrants  through  the  O'odham  Nation.  In  response, 
the  U.S.  Border  Patrol  quintupled  the  number  of  patrol  agents  assigned  to 
the  reservation,  said  Clyde  Benzenhoefer,  patrol  agent  in  charge  in  Tucson 
and  the  agency's  liaison  to  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation. 

Agents  are  not  supposed  to  allow  anyone  without  proper  crossing  documents 
to  continue  north,  even  if  they  are  tribal  members  with  tribal 
identification,  Benzenhoefer  said. 

"I  feel  for  the  Tohono  O'odham  people,  because  it's  such  a long  way  out  of 
the  way  to  cross  through  Sasabe  or  Lukeville,"  he  said.  "But  the  law's  the 
law.  We  can't  just  turn  a blind  eye  and  permit  them  to  freely  come  across 
the  border." 

Agents  try  to  be  unobtrusive  but  have  a responsibility  to  stop  and  search 
cars  for  drugs  and  illegal  immigrants,  he  said. 

Tribal  officials  agree  that  members  need  to  be  stopped  if  they  are  seen 
passing  through  one  of  the  cattle  gates.  But  they  said  some  tribal  members 
traveling  through  the  nation  have  been  stopped  once,  twice,  even  five  times 
a day  by  agents  checking  their  citizenship.  New  agents  have  trouble 
differentiating  between  Mexican  immigrants  and  O'odham  members,  they  said. 

"Our  tribal  members  are  disproportionately  stopped  because  there's  a lot 
of  rookies  out  there,"  Ritchie  said.  But,  he  added,  "To  a large  degree,  the 
Border  Patrol  has  accommodated  us." 

Bad  experience  Maria  Torres,  62,  a U.S.  citizen  living  in  Sells,  said  she 
no  longer  crosses  into  Mexico  because  of  an  experience  last  Dune,  as  she 
returned  from  an  O'odham  gathering  place  in  Sonora,  where  she  had  hoped  to 
buy  white  cheese  from  a vendor. 

Torres  said  she,  her  son  and  two  tribal  members  they  had  picked  up  in 
Mexico  were  forced  out  of  their  car  at  gunpoint  by  two  patrol  agents  as 
they  drove  north  from  the  San  Miguel  gate. 

"It  was  awful,"  she  recalled.  The  agents  "pushed  me  a little  bit,  and  told 
me  to  put  my  hands  on  top  of  the  hood,"  said  Torres,  who  is  diabetic  and  on 
dialysis.  "My  son  kept  asking  them  to  please  let  me  sit  down  because  I was 
handicapped.  I asked  one  of  the  officers,  'What  did  we  do  wrong?'  And  he 
said,  'No  (expletive)  questions  around  here  from  anybody  but  us.'  " 

Benzenhoefer  said  the  complaint  was  not  received  in  a timely  matter,  and 
those  complaining  couldn't  provide  the  agents'  names.  He  said  agents  act 
cautiously  when  they  approach  vehicles  because  they  do  not  know  if  drugs  or 
weapons  are  inside.  He  said  the  Border  Patrol  has  not  received  additional 
complaints  for  some  time. 

The  Border  Patrol  this  year  began  offering  cultural  sensitivity  classes  to 
new  agents  assigned  to  patrol  O'odham  lands,  he  said.  Officers  were  taught 
to  recognize  and  stay  away  from  burial  and  other  sacred  sites,  and  to  help 
pick  up  trash  left  by  illegal  crossers. 

"We  had  a problem  with  some  of  the  agents  driving  helter-skelter  out 
there,  and  now  we  make  sure  they  stay  on  established  roads,"  Benzenhoefer 
said.  Bezenhoefer  said  he's  in  close  contact  with  tribal  officials  and 
that  they  have  a good  relationship. 

Most  can't  gain  visas  Most  Mexican  tribal  members  don't  qualify  for  visas 
under  U.S.  law,  tribal  officials  said.  They  are  subsistence  farmers,  without 
proof  of  economic  solvency  sought  by  the  United  States  to  ensure  they  don't 
plan  to  remain  here. 

Tribal  identification  includes  a photograph  of  the  member  and  an 
enrollment  number.  The  U.S.  Interior  Department  considers  Mexican  O'odham 
members  of  the  U.S.  tribe.  The  O'odham  would  like  a tribal  ID  accepted  as  a 
valid  crossing  document  by  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service. 

Recently  a U.S.  immigration  inspector  confiscated  a tribal  car  taking 
members  from  Mexico  to  the  tribal  health  clinic  in  Sells.  The  driver  and  a 
passenger,  an  elderly  woman  born  in  Ajo,  were  sent  back  to  Mexico  because 
the  woman  had  only  tribal  identification.  Tribal  authorities  later  retrieved 


the  car. 

INS  spokesman  Russell  Ahr  said  the  law  prohibits  the  agency  from  accepting 
tribal  IDs.  Ahr  conceded  that  it's  hard  for  Mexican  O'odham  to  meet  U.S. 
visa  requirements . 

"Few  succeed  without  evidence  of  economic  solvency  - bank  accounts, 
ownership  of  property,  payroll  stubs,"  he  said. 

Even  those  who  may  qualify  for  U.S.  citizenship  may  not  know  it. 

Some  O'odham  have  no  way  of  tracking  down  their  birth  certificates, 
because  they  were  born  at  home  in  remote  villages. 

That  happened  to  Lillian  Leon,  66,  a tribal  member  living  in  Sonoyta, 

Son.  As  she  waited  at  the  Sells  hospital,  she  ran  into  Rivas  and  asked  him 
to  read  a baptismal  record,  in  English,  for  her. 

Leon  had  assumed  she'd  been  born  in  Sonora  but  had  no  birth  certificate. 
Then  she  found  her  baptismal  record,  which  said  she  was  born  in  Varajita, 
an  O'odham  village  in  Arizona. 
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Gila  River  council  fires  casino  exec 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Sept.  17,  1999 

The  Gila  River  Indian  Community  Council  has  fired  the  executive  director 
of  its  casinos,  shortly  after  firing  four  of  its  casino  directors. 

Joseph  Calabrese  was  let  go  last  month  because  the  Tribal  Council  was 
unhappy  with  the  casino's  performance.  In  addition,  a program  to  mentor 
Gila  River  members  wasn't  progressing  fast  enough,  Gila  River  spokesman 
Gary  Bohnee  said. 

The  council  also  fired  other  casino  officials  in  recent  years,  and  the 
two  casinos  are  now  being  run  by  a temporary  board  of  directors. 

Bohnee  said  the  Tribal  Council  is  evaluating  the  management  situation 
and  plans  to  start  over  with  new  leadership. 

Calabrese,  who  had  been  on  the  job  for  less  than  a year,  had  almost  20 
years'  experience  in  gaming,  including  a stint  with  the  New  Jersey  State 
Police  and  more  than  five  years  as  director  of  program  development  for  the 
Mashantucket  Pequot's  Foxwood  Casino.  He  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  community  operates  two  casinos:  Wild  Horse  Pass  near  Ahwatukee 
Foothills,  and  Via  Quiva  near  Laveen. 
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Gila  River  Indian  Community  votes  Tuesday 

Fresh  leadership  for  tribe 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Sept.  20,  1999 

After  six  years  of  unprecedented  growth  and  prosperity,  the  Gila  River 
Indian  Community  is  at  a critical  juncture  as  it  prepares  to  select  new 
leaders  to  take  it  into  the  new  millennium. 


On  Tuesday,  the  largest  Indian  nation  in  the  Phoenix  area  will  host  an 
unusually  crowded  primary  election,  taking  the  first  step  in  deciding  who 
will  replace  two-term  Gov.  Mary  Thomas. 

A slate  of  eight  gubernatorial  candidates  and  five  for  lieutenant 
governor  will  compete,  with  the  top  two  in  each  race  facing  off  in  the  Nov 
2 general  election. 

After  a dozen  years  of  public  service  to  the  tribe,  Thomas  has  decided 
not  to  seek  re-election. 

The  eventual  winners  will  take  over  a $92  million  budget  that  has  grown 
tenfold  during  Thomas'  two  terms  in  office,  thanks  to  a flood  of  casino 
revenue. 

While  the  new  money  has  brought  hope  and  excitement  to  the  community, 
Thomas  said,  it  also  has  made  the  governor's  job  more  demanding,  and  there 
are  public  health  and  social  problems  that  will  face  her  successor  well 
into  the  next  century. 

"It's  an  exciting  time  for  this  reservation,  but  we  don't  know  how  long 
this  growth  is  going  to  last,"  Thomas  said.  "It  will  be  at  least  two 
decades  before  we  get  to  the  same  level  as  the  surrounding  communities. 

"We  will  never  be  an  Ahwatukee,  but  we  will  strive  for  the  best  living 
standards  we  can,"  she  said. 

Thomas  said  the  new  leaders  will  have  "to  keep  their  heads  above  water." 

"There  are  so  many  issues  they  will  be  confronted  with,"  she  said. 

The  job,  she  warns,  is  not  easy. 

Thomas  travels  to  Washington,  D.C.,  about  15  times  a year.  She  gets  100 
pieces  of  mail  a day.  There  is  a growing  bureaucracy  to  oversee,  more 
reports  to  read,  more  contracts  to  sign,  and  more  ribbon-cuttings  to 
attend . 

"Even  weekends  are  taken  up  with  functions,  speeches,  tours  and 
groundbreakings, " Thomas  said.  "There's  too  much  to  do  . . . it's  really 
hectic . " 

The  first  of  two  tribal  casinos  opened  in  Dune  1993,  just  before  Thomas 
became  governor.  Thanks  to  their  revenue,  Thomas  has  seen  the  annual 
budget  grow  from  about  $10  million  a year  to  nearly  $100  million. 

With  extra  money  to  spend,  the  community  has  gone  all  out  to  resolve  a 
number  of  lawsuits  over  water  rights.  The  court  cases  aim  to  bring  back 
water  the  tribe  lost  more  than  100  years  ago  when  upstream  users  started 
diverting  it  from  the  Gila  River. 

Another  issue  the  community  can  finally  afford  to  address  is  the  dismal 
state  of  its  water,  sewer  and  electrical  systems,  and  roads. 

"We  have  over  100  miles  of  roads  that  need  paving,"  Thomas  said.  "We 
have  school  buses  driving  on  dirt  roads.  Sometimes  they  get  stuck  in  the 
mud  or  slide  off  the  road." 

The  community  has  already  built  jails  and  police  and  fire  stations.  It 
has  plans  to  build  a 500-room  resort,  a new  government  center  and  more 
residential  housing. 

The  bureaucracy  has  grown  as  the  tribe  created  police,  fire  and 
environmental  quality  departments,  among  others.  Casino  revenue  created  so 
many  jobs  that  unemployment  fell  from  about  40  percent  to  between  10  and 
15  percent,  Thomas  said. 

She  concedes  that  the  community  has  made  mistakes,  but  it  is  learning  as 
it  goes. 

There  has  been  high  turnover  in  some  areas,  among  them  casino  leadership 
Unhappy  with  the  way  the  casinos  were  being  run,  the  Community  Council 
recently  fired  four  of  the  five  directors  and  the  chief  executive  officer. 

There  are  still  medical  and  social  problems  to  be  addressed  such  as 
diabetes,  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  and  crime.  Tackling  those  is  next, 

Thomas  said. 

With  all  the  new  demands  on  the  governor,  she  thinks  the  Community 
Council  should  think  about  raising  the  governor's  salary.  She  earns  $62, 
000.  The  lieutenant  governor  earns  about  $57,000.  Certain  other  tribal 
jobs  pay  more  than  $100,000,  as  the  community  tries  to  attract  quality 
candidates . 

Though  Thomas  was  the  tribe's  first  woman  governor,  she  downplays  the 
significance.  She  said  a little  boy  once  asked  her  what  a woman  governor 
could  do  that  a man  couldn't.  She  replied,  "A  woman  governor  can  wear  a 


dress,  and  a man  can't." 

After  leaving  office  Dec.  31 , Thomas  plans  to  write  an  autobiography, 
consider  a state  job  and  be  more  active  in  her  church.  She  also  intends  to 
plant  traditional  Indian  crops  like  beans  and  squash  at  her  family  plot  in 
Sacaton.  At  55,  she  has  officially  become  a tribal  elder  and  plans  to  join 
in  elder  activities. 

Thomas  isn't  endorsing  a successor  but  said  she  is  "comfortable"  with  Lt. 
Gov.  Cecil  Antone. 

"I  think  he  does  a good  job,"  she  said.  "I'm  a little  biased  because 
I've  worked  with  him  six  years  and  we're  almost  of  the  same  mind  for  what 
we  want  for  the  tribe. 

"We've  had  our  differences,  but  communication  has  been  really  good." 

She  praised  Tuesday's  slate  of  candidates,  saying  there  are  "some  really 
really  good  choices." 

Betty  Beard  can  be  reached  at  betty.beard@pni.com 
via  e-mail  or  at  1-602-444-7982. 
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Case  filed  in  1995  may  again  be  appealed 

Chris  White's  supervisors  described  his  work  as  "exceptional."  As  an 
environmental  field  inspector  for  the  Osage  Tribe,  White  monitored  the 
numerous  oil  and  gas  wells  that  dot  the  countryside  in  Osage  County. 

But  when  his  efforts  uncovered  oil  spills,  leaking  pipelines  and  streams 
tainted  with  saltwater.  White  was  fired  by  the  tribal  council. 

The  council  fired  White  in  March  1995  for  what  it  described  as  "serious 
misconduct"  and  "disloyalty"  to  the  Osage  Nation. 

But  White  claims  he  was  fired  because  his  actions  posed  a threat  to  the 
income  the  tribe  receives  from  oil  and  gas  production  on  tribal  lands. 

"They  receive  several  million  dollars  a year  in  royalties  from  these 
wells,"  White  said. 

White  filed  a "whistleblower"  complaint  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Labor  in  1995  and  won. 

White,  whose  job  was  funded  and  supervised  by  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  argued  that  his  actions  were  protected  under  the  Safe 
Drinking  Water  Act. 

The  Labor  Department's  Administrative  Review  Board  agreed. 

It  found  that  the  tribal  council  discriminated  against  White  by  firing 
him  for  performing  duties  that  are  protected  by  federal  law. 

The  agency  ordered  the  tribe  to  return  White  to  his  old  job,  pay  him 
back  pay  from  the  time  he  was  fired  and  reinstate  all  of  his  benefits. 

The  Labor  Department  also  ordered  the  tribe  to  pay  White  $40,000  in 
damages . 

"There  is  simply  no  other  rational  explanation  for  terminating  what  this 
record  shows  was  the  tribal  council's  best  field  inspector,"  wrote 
Administrative  Law  Judge  Quentin  P.  McColgin. 

The  tribe  appealed  the  ruling  to  the  10th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
in  Denver,  claiming  it  was  entitled  to  sovereign  immunity  and  was  exempt 
from  such  action. 

But  the  appellate  court,  on  Aug.  4,  rejected  that  argument,  saying  the 
whistleblower  provision  contains  "a  clear  and  explicit  waiver  of  tribal 
immunity. " 

The  appeals  court  sent  the  case  back  to  the  Labor  Department  in 


Washington,  where  it  will  again  be  reviewed  by  regulators. 

Once  the  agency  completes  its  review,  its  decision  could  again  be 
appealed . 

Four  years  have  passed  since  White  was  fired,  and  the  legal  costs  are 
piling  up. 

Lawyers  for  both  sides  have  tried  unsuccessfully  to  settle  the  dispute. 

"It's  probably  going  to  go  on  another  year  or  two,"  White  said. 

After  he  was  fired.  White  said  he  and  his  family  struggled  financially. 
For  two  years.  White  said,  he  couldn't  find  a job. 

"I  filled  out  a lot  of  applications,"  he  said. 

"The  employment  opportunities  in  Osage  County  aren't  the  greatest." 

White  eventually  found  work  as  a truck  driver. 

He  drove  a truck  for  two  years,  but  quit  because  he  did  not  like  being 
away  from  his  wife  and  four  daughters. 

"We  have  a home  and  food  on  the  table,"  he  said.  "We're  thankful  for 
that . " 

Osage  Chief  Charles  Tillman  declined  to  comment  on  the  case  because  it 
is  pending  before  the  Labor  Department. 

White  worked  for  the  tribe  for  about  one  year  before  he  was  fired. 

During  that  time.  White  said  he  discovered  numerous  pits  of  illegally 
dumped  oil,  loads  of  saltwater  dumped  along  county  roads  and  pipes  used  to 
discharge  significant  amounts  of  saltwater  in  creeks,  rivers  and  lakes. 

In  some  areas  of  Osage  County,  the  soil  is  contaminated  with  high  levels 
of  improperly  discarded  saltwater  from  oil  wells.  White  said. 

"Some  places  up  here  look  like  moonscapes,"  he  said.  "There's  no 
vegetation  growing  there." 

Several  oil  and  gas  producers  stepped  forward  to  complain  about  White's 
actions  when  he  began  filing  reports  detailing  the  alleged  environmental 
abuses . 

One  producer,  in  a letter  to  the  tribal  council,  described  White  as  an 
"overzealous  EPA  employee"  who  was  creating  "many  undo  hardships  on  the 
independent  producers." 

The  tribal  council  issued  a memo  dated  March  15,  1995,  instructing 
tribal  officials  to  fire  White. 

The  memo  cited  complaints  from  several  producers,  who  said  White  was 
rude,  disrespectful  and  made  statements  that  were  disloyal  to  the  Osage 
Nation . 

The  tribal  council,  which  said  it  investigated  the  complaints,  claimed 
White's  actions  interfered  with  the  tribe's  goal  to  create  an  environment 
"whereby  producers  feel  free  to  work  with  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  . . . 
to  develop  the  Osage  mineral  reserves." 

The  council  said,  "Mr.  White's  behavior  is  counterproductive  to  the 
tribe's  organizational  and  environmental  goals." 

But  the  Labor  Department  said  the  complaints  were  trivial  and  flimsy. 

"Neither  individually,  nor  collectively,  do  the  complaints  of  misconduct 
and  disloyalty  provide  a believable  basis  for  White's  termination," 
according  to  the  August  1997  order  issued  by  the  agency's  Administrative 
Review  Board. 

EPA  officials  who  supervised  White's  work  testified  that  White  was  their 
"finest  inspector"  and  that  his  job  performance  was  exceptional. 

"There  is  no  question  that  White  took  his  additional  responsibilities  to 
report  on  surface  pollution  problems  seriously  and  discharged  them  in  a 
professionally  respected  manner,"  the  review  board  wrote. 

White  said  the  alleged  environmental  violations  involved  a handful  of 
oil  producers  in  Osage  County. 

"Not  all  the  oil  operators  are  doing  this  stuff,"  he  said.  "The  majority 
of  the  oil  operators  up  here  are  doing  what  they're  supposed  to  be  doing." 

In  the  last  quarter,  the  tribe  received  more  than  $6  million  in  royalty 
payments  from  oil  and  gas  production,  said  loe  Trumbly,  a member  of  the 
Osage  Tribal  Council. 

The  payments  are  distributed  to  the  tribe's  5,000  shareholders,  he  said. 

Trumbly  said  the  tribal  council  was  justified  in  firing  White. 

"He  was  obnoxious  not  only  to  producers,  but  to  just  about  everybody," 
Trumbly  said. 

Until  the  case  is  concluded  to  his  satisfaction.  White  said  he  is 


determined  to  continue  his  legal  fight  with  the  tribe. 

Despite  losing  his  job.  White  said  he  does  not  regret  the  actions  he  [ 
8]took  against  producers  who  he  believed  were  violating  environmental  law. 

"All  I was  suppose  to  do  was  be  the  eyes  and  ears  for  the  EPA  and  report 
what  I saw/'  he  said. 

"That's  exactly  what  I did." 
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Sovereignty  an  issue  in  river  pact 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

9/24/99 

CARNEGIE  (AP)  --  The  Kiowa-Comanche-Apache  Intertribal  Land  Use  Committee 
is  concerned  that  an  agreement  between  Oklahoma  and  Texas  redefining  the 
Red  River  border  between  the  states  will  infringe  on  tribal  sovereignty. 

"If  we  are  a sovereign  nation,  then  why  is  Oklahoma  and  Texas  making 
laws  and  overriding  federal  law?"  asked  Kiowa  tribal  member  Gene  Geionety. 

Geionety  is  urging  tribal  members  to  protest  the  compact,  which  must  be 
approved  by  Congress. 

"I  have  aunts  and  uncles  who  have  land  all  up  and  down  that  river,"  said 
Kiowa  tribal  member  Ernest  Topah.  "We're  worried  about  them,  too.  Will  the 
jurisdiction  change  on  that  land?" 

The  legislation  approved  this  year  settles  a 100-year-old  controversy 
over  the  border  between  the  states.  It  defines  the  boundary  as  the 
vegetation  line  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Red  River. 

Oklahoma  Attorney  General  Drew  Edmondson  gave  the  compact  his  stamp  of 
approval  this  week.  Edmondson's  ruling  read  in  part,  "Oklahoma  and  Texas 
may  enter  into  an  agreement  that  permits  each  state  to  exercise 
sovereignty  over  the  lands  that  previously  were  under  control  of  the  other 
state . " 

The  statement  concerned  tribal  members.  The  tribal  committee  oversees 
about  9,000  acres  of  jointly  owned  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  land  along 
the  Red  River. 
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Trail  of  Tears  designation  sought 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

9/24/99 

DE  QUEEN,  Ark.  (AP)  --  Carl  Davis  and  Allen  Ward  are  hoping  the  state 
will  acknowledge  the  struggle  of  their  ancestors  by  designating  a path  in 
De  Queen  as  part  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  that  carried  Indians  to  what  is  now 
Oklahoma . 

"We  are  doing  this  out  of  our  love  for  the  American  Indian  and  their 
culture,"  Davis  said.  "This  is  a vital  part  of  American  history." 

The  two  men  are  to  meet  with  Arkansas  Department  of  Fleritage 
representatives  Friday  to  propose  the  designation. 

Gov.  Mike  Huckabee  expressed  his  support  for  the  proposal  during  a visit 
to  De  Queen  on  Tuesday. 


Doe  Franklin,  Huckabee's  liaison  for  minority  affairs  and  state  agencies 
met  with  Davis  and  Ward  to  learn  more  about  their  goal. 

"We  are  currently  in  the  discussion  stage,  but  the  governor  is 
supportive  of  the  project,"  Franklin  said.  "This  is  a great  project  for 
tourism  and  the  state  of  Arkansas." 

The  Trail  of  Tears  commemorates  the  forced  march  of  thousands  of  members 
of  the  Cherokee,  Creek,  Choctaw,  Seminole  and  Chickasaw  tribes  to  what 
became  Oklahoma.  Thousands  died  as  a result  of  the  relocation,  which  took 
place  primarily  from  1836-1838. 

The  trail  they  traversed  and  the  journey  itself  became  known  as  the 
"Trail  of  Tears . " 

Much  of  the  National  Park  Service  master  plan  for  the  Trail  of  Tears  -- 
including  hiking  trails  and  highway  markers  --  has  yet  to  be  built.  More 
research  is  needed  to  actually  find  the  route,  which  runs  through  Arkansas 
, Tennessee,  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  the  Cherokees'  present-day  home  in  Oklahoma. 

Eventually,  the  trail  will  extend  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  through  Little 
Rock  and  De  Queen,  to  Broken  Bow,  Okla. 

"This  is  a way  of  paying  respect  to  the  pain  and  suffering  of  my 
ancestors,"  Ward  said  of  the  De  Queen  project. 

Fie  recently  participated  in  the  Trail  of  Tears  Motorcycle  Tour,  which 
covered  the  portion  of  the  trail  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  Waterloo,  Ala 
The  tour  attracted  almost  30,000  riders. 
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Ioanna  Dicker:  Flow  and  what  communities  or  organizations  are  you  involved 
in? 


Katshetan  Rich:  Okay  my  name  is  Katshetan  Rich  and  I am  the  Director 
General  of  the  Mushuau  Innu  Relocation  Corporation  of  Davis  Inlet. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Flow  did  the  committee  come  about? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Well  we  started  some  of  the  work  on  it  last  year  and 
we  continued  some  of  the  work  from  this  summer.  There  were  four 
campsites  out  last  summer  and  we  are  continuing  with  them  this  summer. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  And  how  many  members  do  you  have? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Right  now  at  the  site  they  have  about  110  - 120 
people  over  there. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  What  is  MIRC  goals  or  purpose  of  the  committee? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Well  MIRC  Mushuau  Innu  Relocation  Corporation  was 
established  back  in  after  the  signing  of  the  relocation  agreement 
back  in  96  and  their  responsibility  is  to  make  sure  the  project 
closes  according  to  the  agreement  that  was  signed  back  in  96.  And 
this  is  the  main  goal  is  to  get  the  project  going. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  And  how  long  will  MIRC  exist? 


Katshetan  Rich:  Well  until  the  end  of  the  project  I guess , that  will 
be  2001  or  2002.  That's  how  long  we  think  the  relocation  will  take 
to  complete. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Are  you  involved  with  the  relocation  at  Sango  Bay? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Yes  I'm  involved  with  that,  I've  been  involved  with 
that  since  the  early  . . . when  they  were  talking  about  relocation 
yes . 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Can  you  tell  us  what  exactly  is  taking  place  there  now? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Okay  like  I said  from  the  start  of  this  interview,  we 
started  our  contract  last  year,  there  were  four  different,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  were  four  contracts  that  were  awarded  last  year. 
Contract  number  one,  we  call  it  the  main  access  road,  airstrip 
terminal  building.  This  was  awarded  to  Mushuau  Innu  Construction 
back  in  Dune  1998  and  they  expected  to  finish  this  fall  October  1999, 
that's  contract  number  one.  And  contract  two,  this  is  the  water  and 
sewer  and  the  community  streets  around  the  town  site.  Again  this  was 
awarded  to  Old  Mokami  back  in  Dune  98  and  they  expect  to  complete 
that  this  fall  in  November.  Contract  number  six  is  the  water  main 
outside  the  town  site,  roads  and  pump  house  and  reservoir,  this  again 
was  awarded  to  Mushuau  Innu  Construction  back  in  August  1998  and 
expected  to  completed  this  October  99  and  the  last  one,  sewage  lagoon 
and  the  road  to  the  Lagoon,  this  was  awarded  to  old  Mokami  back  in 
August  98  and  they  expect  to  complete  that  this  fall  in  October. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Which  communities  are  involved  in  the  work  at  this  time 

Katshetan  Rich:  Well  it's  . . .we've  been  given  direction  from  the 
Band  Council  that  first  priority  is  to  look  to  the  community  first 
then  if  we  don't  have  enough  people  for  the  work  then  we  have  to  go 
up  on  the  coast  up  into  Sheshatshiu,  that's  the  direction  we  have 
been  given. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  What's  the  situation  like  in  getting  your  materials 
in,  how  do  you  go  about  that? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Well  anyone  who  has  a contract,  they  are  responsible 
for  their  own,  getting  materials  into  the  site.  One  way  they  are 
doing  that  is  having  a barge  come  in  here  every  week  or  twice  a week 
whatever,  and  they  come  down  to  the  site  and  unload  the  materials  up 
at  the  site.  So  they  have  their  own  contracts  to  accomplish  this  to 
get  materials  to  the  site. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add? 

Katshetan  Rich:  Well  like  I said  this  the  contract  that  we  awarded 
last  year  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  completed  this  fall  and  we  are 
trying  to  get  as  many  out  this  fall  so  that  we  could  have  an  early 
start  next  year.  Like  power  distribution,  generator,  intake  and 
wharf  and  everything.  So  we  try  to  get  those  things  this  fall  and 
award  them  sometime  over  the  winter  so  they  can  have  an  early  start 
next  year. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Okay  thank  you  for  giving  us  this  information  and  we 
will  talk  to  you  again  sometime. 

Katshetan  Rich:  No  problem. 

Ioanna  Dicker:  Okay  bye. 


Katshetan  Rich:  Bye. 
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Dear  AGP  Friends, 

26  September  1999 

On  September  8th,  Gail  Russell  and  myself  started  out  on  a journey  to 
the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  to  interview  and  photograph  the  elders  in  the 
Adopt  A Grandparent  Program,  for  a Calender  2000  and  Book  Project.  We  had 
an  idea  of  what  we  wanted  to  do  and  how  we  were  going  to  do  it,  but  like 
all  good  ideas  and  plans,  things  don't  really  come  into  clear  focus  until 
you're  in  the  thick  of  it.  Our  original  idea  was  to  setup  the  tipi  we 
brought  with  us  in  each  of  the  districts  on  the  reservation  and  get  the 
elders  to  come  to  us,  but  when  we  realized  how  many  elders  wouldn't  be  able 
to  reach  us,  we  decided  our  plans  needed  to  change.  We  needed  to  be  doing 
home  visits  to  accommodate  their  needs.  Though  this  has  turned  out  to  be 
far  more  time  consuming  and  a little  more  costly,  it  much  better  reflects 
the  personality  of  AGP  and  it's  emphasis  on  personal  one  to  one 
relationships.  As  of  today,  we  have  gone  to  visit  over  80  elders  at  their 
homes,  and  travelled  over  2300  miles  on  the  reservation! 

Our  change  in  plans,  prompted  by  necessity,  has  turned  out  to  be  a 
blessing  in  disguise.  Everywhere  we  went  we  have  been  treated  with  warmth 
of  heart  and  generosity  of  spirit.  On  many  occasions,  the  initial  meeting 
was  a little  hesitant,  due  to  intrusive  visitors  who  have  come  before  us, 
but  with  a little  time  and  attentive  listening,  the  deeper  connections 
began  to  be  made.  Every  elder  that  we  visited  with,  expressed  the 
importance  and  benefit  of  the  Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  in  their  life. 
Some  even  told  us  that  AGP  in  Taos,  New  Mexico  was  quicker  to  respond  to 
their  emergency  needs  than  the  tribal  office  across  the  street  from  their 
home!  If  there  was  ever  any  doubt  about  the  impact  of  this  program  and 
continuing  on  when  we're  down  to  our  last  dime,  it  has  finally  been  set  to 
rest . 

All  the  elders  we  have  seen  have  given  us  written  permission  to  record 
their  words  and  take  their  picture  for  the  calender  and  book  project.  They 
laughed  and  cried  as  they  shared  parts  of  past  and  present  life  with  us. 
Some  gave  us  Star  Quilts  and  jewelry  for  the  AGP  program,  and  others  gave 
us  homemade  jam  and  tomatoes  from  the  garden.  We  tried  to  photograph  all 
the  elders  80  and  over  on  this  first  trip  because  many  of  them  may  not  be 
with  us  by  the  time  we  return.  We  also  found  that  some  had  past  away 
earlier  in  the  year,  or  were  now  living  in  nursing  homes  in  Rapid  City  or 
on  the  Rosebud  reservation.  As  well  as  the  interviews  and  pictures,  we 
have  been  able  to  collect  a lot  of  new  information  to  update  our  data  base 
in  order  to  better  serve  those  in  the  program,  and  we  have  signed  up  many 
new  elders.  Elders  with  sponsors  in  the  program  spoke  affectionately  about 
them  as  friends  or  family  members.  We  saw  many  pictures  of  sponsors  on  the 
walls,  displayed  along  with  family  photos  of  children,  grandchildren  and 
great  grandchildren. 

In  the  twelve  years  that  this  program  has  been  operating,  no  field 
work  like  this  has  ever  been  done,  and  it  is  clear  that  this  effort  will 
have  a long  term  beneficial  impact  on  the  program. 

Gail  and  I have  now  been  here  for  almost  3 weeks  and  we  are  leaving 
for  Denver  today.  We  will  be  in  Denver  for  a few  days  having  film 
developed  and  beginning  the  process  of  choosing  the  elders  who  will  be  on 
the  calender  for  the  year  2000.  All  the  photos  not  used  in  the  calender 
will  be  in  the  book,  so  every  elder  will  be  part  of  the  project.  This 
project  has  been  a gift  for  both  Gail  & myself  on  a personal  level  as  well, 
and  I wish  that  each  of  you  could  have  such  an  experience,  but  it  is  our 
hope  that  the  calender  and  book  will  bring  the  the  treasures  of  this 
project,  the  elders  themselves,  as  close  to  your  heart  as  possible. 

We  started  out  with  a small  grant  from  the  Martin  Foundation,  which  is 
only  a portion  of  the  funds  needed  to  complete  this  first  stage  of  the 


project.  It  is  our  hope  that  you  will  make  a contribution,  or  help  to  find 
philanthropic  donor  who  wish  to  make  contributions  to  this  worthwhile 
project,  in  order  for  us  to  continue  with  our  work.  We  strongly  believe 
that  the  yearly  calender  and  AGP  book  will  be  a continuous  source  of  income 
for  the  program  and  the  Elders  Emergency  Fund.  In  addition  to  the 
calenders  and  book,  we  also  intend  to  make  copies  of  photos  of  elders 
available  to  be  purchased  by  sponsors. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon,  as  we  watch  the  clock 
ticking  to  down  to  the  end  of  the  millennium.  Please  help  us  make  this 
Calendar  and  book  a reality. 

Many  Blessings; 

Barbara  Whitestone 

Chairperson  of  the  Advisory  Board 

The  Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  P.O.Box  241  Taos,  NM  87571  1-800-291-8474 

For  email  responses  to  this  letter  please  contact  Gail  Russell- 
mntlight@taosnet . com 

Note:  PLEASE  INDICATE  ON  YOUR  CONTRIBUTION  THAT  FUNDS  ARE  FOR  THE  ELDERS 
2000  PROJECT 

CANTE  MITAWA  KICI  HUNKAKEPI  OB  MANI  (Lakota) 

"My  Heart  will  Walk  with  the  Elders" 

-AGP- 

MAKE  A DIFFERENCE!  ! ! 
e-mail : adoptagrandparent@taosnet . com 
http : //www . adopt agrandpa rent . com 
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A Time  of  Visions 
Interviews  by  Larry  Abbott 

http: //www. brite sites. com/native_artist_interviews/ 

"...The  premise  of  this  volume  of  interviews  with  contemporary  Native 
American  artists  is  that  their  words  can  help  us  to  understand  their 
images.  The  interviews  attempt  to  dispel  misconceptions  about  Native  art 
generally  and  these  artists  particularly . Overall,  the  interviews, 
conceived  more  as  conversations,  offer  the  reader  the  opportunity  to 
listen  to  a diverse  group  of  artists  discuss  their  working  methods,  their 
creative  processes,  and  the  meanings  of  their  work. 

Artists  often  prefer  to  let  their  work  speak  for  itself,  believing  that 
what  is  made  of  stone,  wood,  silver  iodide  crystals,  magnetic  particles, 
or  any  of  dozens  of  other  media  should  not  be  explained,  or  possibly 
undermined,  by  providing  a meaning  which  could  foreclose  interpretation. 

It  is  not  the  job  of  the  artist,  some  feel,  to  tell  the  viewer  what  to 
think  or  to  provide  a conclusion.  All  artworks  are  open  to  many 
interpretations,  with  the  artist's  being  just  one  (albeit  a privileged  one, 
perhaps) . 

Yet,  with  all  art  (and  not  just  "ethnic"  art),  there  are  possibilities 
of  meaning  which  the  artist  can  help  us  discover.  There  are  personal  and 
cultural  dimensions  interwoven  in  a work  of  art,  dimensions  which  are  so 
personal  or  so  specific  that  only  the  artist's  clarification  can  help  us 
in  the  process  of  discovery.  The  artist  can  provide  us  with  a map  to  guide 
our  understanding,  or  better  yet,  a frame  which  offers  a context  for  the 
individual  vision  that  is  manifested  in  a particular  work  or  throughout  an 
oeuvre " 
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:-)  Message  Ends;  George(s)  Lessard's  Signature  Begins  (-: 

Media  Arts,  Management  & Mentoring 
....  whose  life  is  currently  in  "...transition..." 

(Read  as:  He's  both  jobless  and  homeless  at  the  moment.) 

Suggestions  / info  on  jobsearch,  patronage  / 
residencies  & commissions  (in  the  artistic  sense) 
should  be  sent  to  mediamentor@cyberdude.com 
Resume  and  more  @ http://members.tripod.com/~media002 
-Caveat  Lector- 

CAUTIONS,  Disclaimers,  NOTES  TO  EDITORS  & (c)  information  may 
be  found  @ http://members.tripod.com/~media002/disclaimer.htm 
Because  of  the  nature  of  email  & the  WWW, 
please  check  ALL  sources  & subjects. 
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By  Ron  Jackson 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
09/23/1999 

CARNEGIE  --  Until  recent  years,  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  elders  used  a 
long-running  joke  when  they  discussed  a purchase  or  debt. 

"I'll  pay  you  later,"  they  often  quipped,  "when  my  Red  River  money 
arrives . " 

Everyone  laughed,  perhaps  to  keep  from  crying.  The  joke  referred  to  land 
jointly  owned  by  the  three  tribes  along  the  Red  River  that  cradled  oil  and 
gas  revenue.  In  1926,  the  U.S.  government  authorized  the  secretary  of  the 
interior  to  hold  that  revenue  in  a trust  for  the  tribes,  giving  the  state 
of  Oklahoma  part  of  the  royalties.  The  land  was  deemed  "public  lands." 

Many  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  people  have  called  the  deal  a heist. 

"A  lot  of  that  money  is  still  unaccounted  for,"  said  Mike  Turner,  a Kiowa 
tribal  member  and  a self-proclaimed  watchdog.  "We  didn't  receive  any  of 
that  money  for  years.  What  happened  to  all  that  money?  We  still  don't  know." 

The  federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management  continues  to  hold  the  oil  and  gas 
revenue  in  a trust.  Two-thirds  goes  to  the  Kiowa-Comanche-Apache  Intertribal 
Land  Use  Committee;  one-third  goes  to  the  state.  But  along  with  the  missing 
money  has  gone  another  bastion  of  trust. 

Which  brings  up  the  latest  Red  River  controversy  and  concerns  of  the  Kiowa, 
Comanche  and  Apache  people. 

Oklahoma  and  Texas  lawmakers  passed  legislation  this  summer  that  redefines 
the  boundary  between  the  states  as  the  vegetation  line  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Red  River.  On  Tuesday,  Oklahoma  Attorney  General  Drew  Edmondson  gave 
the  compact  his  stamp  of  approval  as  it  heads  for  Congress  and  an  expected 
ratification . 

But  the  committee  that  oversees  about  9,000  acres  of  Kiowa,  Comanche  and 
Apache  land  along  the  Red  River  smells  another  heist. 

"Our  position  is  that  any  jurisdictional  change  may  infringe  upon  our 
sovereign  rights,"  said  Melvin  Kerchee  Dr.,  the  committee's  chairman. 

Edmondson's  ruling  read  in  part,  "Oklahoma  and  Texas  may  enter  into  an 
agreement  that  permits  each  state  to  exercise  sovereignty  over  the  lands 
that  previously  were  under  control  of  the  other  state." 

The  statement  alarmed  numerous  tribal  members. 

"It  boils  down  to  jurisdiction  and  the  taking  away  of  regulatory  rights  of 
the  tribes,"  Turner  said.  "What  if  some  of  these  lands  go  to  Texas?  Will 
they  recognize  our  sovereignty?  And  if  this  passes  Congress,  can  they  come 
back  and  make  amendments?  What  will  they  take  next?" 

"RE : Sale  of  Manhattan  Island  Disputed"  
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Sale  of  Manhattan  island  disputed 
By  ROD  WALTON 
c.  Tulsa  World 
9/23/99 

BARTLESVILLE  --  The  Delaware  Indian  tribe  says  they  are  fully  aware  they 
were  taken  big-time  more  than  470  years  ago  when  their  ancestors  sold 
Manhattan  island  to  the  Dutch  for  about  $24.  The  only  problem  with  the 
deal  is  that  the  Delawares  --  then  called  Lenapes  --  never  agreed  to  sell 
Manhattan  in  the  first  place,  he  said. 

"They  thought  they  were  just  letting  these  people  (the  Dutch)  use  it," 


said  Dim  Rementer,  a Lenape  descendant  who  now  works  at  the  tribal 
headquarters  in  Bartlesville.  "They  had  no  conception  of  land  as  something 
to  be  owned.  It's  kind  of  like  asking  to  sell  the  air." 

The  story  of  the  Lenapes'  historic  real-estate  miscalculation  --  or 
misunderstanding,  some  might  say  --  is  surfacing  again  after  items  related 
to  the  Manhattan  sale  went  on  exhibit  this  week  at  the  New  York  Historical 
Society. 

One  of  the  items  included  in  the  exhibit  is  a 1626  letter  from  a ship 
captain  to  the  governors  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Co.  The  crumpled,  yellowed 
correspondence  briefly  describes  the  deal. 

"They  (the  Dutch  settlers)  have  bought  the  island  of  Manhattes  from  the 
wildmen  for  the  value  of  sixty  guilders,"  the  letter  reads. 

The  Lenapes  --  who  were  later  called  "Delaware"  by  white  men  --  inhabited 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  New  Jersey  at  the  time  of  the  Manhattan 
sale.  As  European  settlers  pushed  westward,  however,  the  tribe  was  sent 
packing  until  it  landed  in  Indian  Territory  in  1867.  With  so  many  tribes 
having  fought  so  hard  for  reparations  from  the  U.S.  government  for  so  many 
broken  treaties,  would  the  Delawares  ever  consider  a colossal  suit  to 
regain  their  rights  to  the  island? 

"There's  a lot  of  them  (tribal  members)  that  have  thought  about  that,  but 
I'm  not  sure  there's  any  recourse  for  any  lands  taken  away  before  there  was 
a United  States,"  he  said. 

What  could  the  Delaware  do,  he  asked,  sue  the  Netherlands? 

The  story  of  how  they  lost  Manhattan  has  been  handed  down  to  generation 
after  generation  of  Delawares,  he  said. 

"They  lived  in  harmony  pretty  much  with  nature,"  Rementer  said  of  his 
ancestors.  "It  was  not  something  to  be  controlled." 

"RE : Babbitt  Faulted  on  Indian  Accounts"  - 
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Babbitt  Faulted  on  Indian  Accounts 
http://www.newsday.com/ap/rnmpwhlm.htm 

By  MATT  KELLEY  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  Senate's  only  American  Indian  on  Wednesday  accused 
the  Interior  Department  of  making  excuses  instead  of  seriously  trying  to 
make  amends  for  mismanaging  more  than  $3  billion  of  American  Indians'  money. 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee,  clashed  with  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  at  a hearing  on 
the  money  issue,  saying  Babbitt's  department  dragged  its  feet  and  hindered 
efforts  to  correct  problems  with  missing  paperwork,  lax  oversight  and  poor 
investments  for  the  Indian  funds. 

"Indians  are  owed  more  than  promises,  and  enough  is  enough,"  said  the 
Colorado  Republican  and  member  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  tribe.  "Indian 
Country  has  continued  to  be  asked  to  wait  for  their  money,  and  Indians 
still  don't  have  their  money,"  Campbell  said. 

Babbitt  retorted  that  Campbell's  own  proposed  solutions  were 
"ill-advised"  and  "fantasy." 

"It's  just  creating  another  process  to  quarrel  over,"  Babbitt  said. 

The  department's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  oversees  trust  accounts  for 
both  individual  Indians  and  tribes:  about  1,500  accounts  worth  more  than 
$2.5  billion  for  338  tribes  and  more  than  300,000  accounts  for  individual 
Indians  worth  more  than  $500  million. 

Babbitt  and  other  department  officials  admit  that  both  kinds  of  accounts 
have  been  mismanaged  for  decades  and  are  plagued  by  incomplete,  inaccurate, 
missing  or  contradictory  record-keeping.  Auditors  could  not  account  for 
billions  of  dollars'  worth  of  past  transactions  involving  the  accounts. 

Last  week  Campbell  introduced  legislation  that  would  create  a 
semi-independent  "special  trustee"  at  the  department  to  oversee  "data 


cleanup"  --  the  process  of  checking  paper  records,  ensuring  they  are 
accurate  and  entering  them  into  a computer  database.  Campbell's  proposal 
also  would  create  an  independent  commission  to  hear  from  tribal  leaders  and 
other  experts  about  what  other  steps  should  be  taken  to  solve  the  account 
management  problems. 

Tribes  have  criticized  the  handling  of  the  trust  funds  for  years,  and  a 
group  of  individual  account  holders  is  suing  the  department,  seeking  court 
oversight  of  reform  efforts  and  billions  of  dollars  in  compensation.  The 
judge  in  that  case  cited  Babbitt  and  BIA  head  Kevin  Gover  for  contempt  of 
court  earlier  this  year  for  repeated  delays  in  handing  over  documents. 

A lawyer  for  the  Indians,  Keith  Harper,  said  Wednesday  that  both  sides 
have  recently  been  trying  to  negotiate  a settlement  to  at  least  part  of  the 
case.  Harper  said  his  clients  want  the  courts  to  have  a role  in  overseeing 
reforms,  whether  or  not  Campbell's  legislation  requiring  more  independent 
oversight  of  reform  efforts  passes. 

"I  don't  think  anything  Congress  does  should  dissuade  the  court  from 
taking  a role,"  Harper  said  in  an  interview.  "Congress  can't  have  a 
hearing  every  day.  The  court  can." 
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By  DAVID  PACE  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Congressional  negotiators  agreed  Wednesday  to 
provide  full  funding  next  year  for  the  School  of  the  Americas, 
rejecting  last  summer's  House  vote  to  slash  the  budget  of  the 
controversial  Army  school  in  Georgia. 

Rep.  lack  Kingston,  R-Ga.,  said  the  House  conferees  on  the  fiscal  2000 
foreign  operations  spending  bill  voted  to  accept  the  Senate's  position 
that  provided  $2  million  in  the  State  Department  budget  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  Latin  American  soldiers  who  attend  the  school  at  Fort 
Benning. 

While  the  action  will  not  become  final  until  the  conference  on  the 
entire  bill  is  concluded,  Kingston  said  the  section  covering  funding 
for  the  school  has  been  closed  and  cannot  be  reopened. 

"The  School  of  the  Americas  is  in  there,"  he  said.  "It's  survived 
another  year." 

The  House  voted  230-197  last  summer  to  eliminate  the  $2  million  in 
training  funds  after  opponents  of  the  school  argued  that  many  of  its 
graduates  had  been  linked  to  human  rights  atrocities  in  Latin  America. 

The  school  had  survived  four  previous  House  votes  since  1993. 

The  school  has  been  the  target  of  a decade-long  campaign  by  religious 
activists  upset  that  graduates  of  the  school  were  linked  to  the  1989 
murders  of  six  Jesuit  priests  and  two  women  in  El  Salvador. 

Father  Roy  Bourgeois,  a Maryknoll  priest  who  has  spearheaded  the 
campaign  against  the  school,  said  the  conference  committee  action 
Wednesday  won't  slow  the  campaign. 

"We  are  not  going  away,"  he  said.  "We're  going  to  keep  coming  back 
to  Washington  and  to  the  main  gate  of  Fort  Benning  in  greater  and 
greater  numbers  every  year  until  that  school  is  shut  down." 

The  House  conferees  voted  8-7  to  recede  to  the  Senate  position. 

Kingston  said  the  House  agreed  to  go  along  with  continued  funding  for 
the  school  because  members  of  the  foreign  operations  spending  panel  did 
not  want  to  lose  jurisdiction  over  the  school,  which  also  receives 
funding  from  the  Defense  Department  budget. 

Kingston  said  House  conferees  felt  that  the  Pentagon  would  find  a way 
to  continue  operating  the  school,  even  if  the  $2  million  in  training 


funds  were  eliminated. 

The  $2  million  represents  about  half  the  school's  annual  budget.  The 
rest  comes  out  of  the  Pentagon  budget,  which  also  pays  the  salaries  of 
the  military  officers  who  serve  as  instructors.  Congressional  opponents 
of  the  school  estimate  it  costs  the  taxpayers  $20  million  a year. 
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Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month 

A special  call  to  all  American  Indians  of  all  Nations:  Help  in  making 
a strong  statement/showing  of  native  representation  by  joining  the 
ceremonial  runners  on  this  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  Washington,  D.C. 

The  "RUN  FOR  LEONARD,"  sponsored  by  the  International  LPDC  Office, 
will  be  the  kick-off  for  events  planned  throughout  the  month  of  November 
Native  American  ceremonial  runners,  along  with  both  native  and 
non-native  supporters,  will  begin  their  two-day  run  on  Saturday,  October 
30th  at  the  historical  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia.  The  morning 
schedule  is  as  follows: 

7:00  a.m.  - Prayer  Ceremonies  and  Speech 

9:00  a.m.  - Drumming  with  the  "Sovereign  Nations"  Drum  Group 
10:00  a.m.  - Run  Begins 

Following  the  speech,  prayer  and  drumming  session  at  the  Liberty  Bell, 
the  runners  will  begin  their  journey  to  the  White  House  in  Washington 
D.C.  On  Monday,  November  1st,  they  will  be  met  by  all  local  supporters, 
and  religious  leaders  of  high  standing,  such  as  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  together  with  a Native  American  religious  leader  of  equal 
standing.  Together  they  will  welcome  the  runners,  and  officially  open 
Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month. 

Many  more  native  runners  are  requested  to  join  the  "Run  for  Leonard" 
to  make  this  the  strongest  showing  of  native  support  ever  for  Leonard. 

Please  pass  this  information  on  to  as  many  native  lists,  organizations 
and  Native  American  school  and  university  groups  as  possible.  For 
additional  information,  please  contact  Danet  Cavallo,  LPDC  designated 
"Run  for  Leonard"  coordinator  in  Philadelphia.  Contact  can  be  made  via 
e-mail:  giannahorse75@hotmail.com  or  by  telephone:  215-387-8538. 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 


Download  LPDC  Freedom  Month  Information  to  copy  and  distribute 
at  your  events.  Available  files  include: 

Leonard's  Letter  about  November 

Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  Proposal 

Endorsement  Form 

"Sign-Up  to  Help"  Form 

"What  Can  I Do"  List  of  Suggestions 

Files  and  other  information  are  linked  from: 

http: //www. lisn . net /home . htm#peltier- month 

lust  click  on  the  DOWNLOAD  link  in  the  lower  left 
portion  of  the  Freedom  Month  information  box. 

Or  go  directly  to  http://www.lisn.net/peltier2-print.htm#download-files 
It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

"RE;  Support  Leonard  Peltier/Call  from  Dean  Day"  


Date:  Thu,  23  Sep  1999  19:14:17  -0500 
From:  "bobby"  <lpdc(3idir . net> 

Sub j : Support  Leonard  Peltier-a  call  from  lean  Day 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern, 

For  many  years  the  life  of  Leonard  Peltier  has  been  on  hold.  For  many  of 
us  who  knew  him,  our  lives  have  been  put  on  hold  too.  We  pray  for  him  and 
wonder  when  is  he  going  to  be  free. 

For  many  years  I thought  he  would  be  able  to  come  out  and  live  around  us 
again.  Now,  my  fear  is  that  the  only  way  for  him  to  be  free  is  for  us  to 
lay  him  down  next  to  Doe  and  Anna  Mae.  Death  is  a form  of  freedom.  It  is 
also  a way  for  the  government  to  feel  they  have  won.  In  this  situation  no 
one  has  won.  Many  lives  have  changed  because  of  one  day.  Dune  26,  1975. 

Many  people  have  died  because  of  that  day.  Many  lives  have  been  put  on  hold 
because  of  that  day.  Not  only  on  the  Native  side  but  also  on  the  non-Native 
side. 

We  were  only  a group  of  people  living  in  South  Dakota  to  help  the  people 
of  Pine  Ridge.  The  government  was  the  one  to  make  us  out  as  fighters  with 
only  one  thing  on  our  minds  and  that  was  to  hurt  people.  We  did  not  go  out 
there  to  hurt  people.  Yet,  in  turn  many  people  did  get  hurt.  Even  people 
who  did  not  live  at  that  time. 

I often  wonder  if  anything  changed  because  of  what  happened?  When  I go 
back,  I see  poverty,  abuse,  hunger  and  people  still  living  in  a third  world 
inside  of  one  of  the  richest  countries  on  Earth.  And  then  I see,  joy  and 
happiness.  I see  people  so  willing  to  lend  a hand.  A people  so  open  that  I 
begin  to  wonder  if  I am  doing  the  right  thing  in  my  life. 

Then  I know  that  we  did  make  a difference.  If  not  in  their  lives,  then  in 

our  own.  If  it  were  not  for  my  Lakota  mother  Celane  Not  Help  Him,  I know  I 
would  not  be  the  person  I am  today.  So,  good  did  come  out  of  being  in  South 
Dakota . 

Now,  what  are  we  going  to  do  to  help  Leonard  become  a FREE  MAN?  I am 

asking  you  to  join  in  the  effort  to  free  him.  As  long  as  Leonard  is  in  jail 

we  as  Native  people  are  not  free.  It  was  the  efforts  of  the  people  who 
freed  Mandela.  The  people  believed  in  him.  They  raised  up  their  voices  for 
him.  They  were  so  loud  that  many  countries  and  many  people  heard  his  name. 

I am  asking  you  to  raise  your  voice  and  speak  out  for  Leonard.  We  need  your 
help  and  your  voice. 

In  November,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  is  planing  a month  long 
event  to  raise  awareness  of  Native  issues  and  to  gain  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  release  of  Leonard. 

Please  make  a commitment  to  join  in  this  effort,  because  if  all  of  us  work 
together  now,  maybe  his  dream  of  freedom  will  soon  be  a reality.  There  are 
many  ways  you  can  help.  During  the  month,  people  are  committing  to  pray  and 
fast  in  a traditional  way  in  front  of  the  White  House  in  Washington  DC. 

Some  have  committed  for  four  days,  some  for  ten,  and  some  for  the  entire 
month.  But,  more  are  needed.  We  also  need  more  people  to  help  take  care  of 
the  fire.  If  you  can  help  please  contact  the  LPDC. 

Because  of  the  high  cost  for  the  month  the  LPDC  needs  financial  support. 

I am  asking  that  anyone  and  everyone  who  supports  Leonard  send  one  to  five 
dollars  to  his  office  in  Lawrence,  Kansas.  This  money  will  be  used  to 
publicize  our  effort,  to  get  Oglala  survivors  to  DC,  to  take  care  of  the 
fasters,  David  Chief,  and  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  and  other  general  organizing 
costs.  Any  contribution  will  help.  This  assistance  is  needed  as  soon  as 
possible.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Dean  Day 

Ho-Chunk  Nation,  Wisconsin 
LPDC 

PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
Phone  785-842-5774 
Fax  785-842-5796 


Note:  Dean  Day  was  a member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  lived  in 
"tent  city"  on  the  lumping  Bull  ranch  with  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  others. 
She  was  not  there  when  the  shoot  out  broke  out.  She  was  with  her  friend, 
Anna  Mae  Aquash  in  another  location.  She  returned  to  find  that  their 
traditional,  spiritual  camp  had  become  a nightmare  and  that  her  friend 
Joseph  Stuntz  was  dead.  Jean  has  recently  rejoined  the  effort  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier  and  is  a spokesperson  for  the  LPDC. 

"RE : Peltier  Freedom  Month  Proposal"  
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  SEPTEMBER  23,  1999 
CONTACT: 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Gina  Chiala  or  Pat  Benabe 
(785)  842-5774 
lpdc@idir.net 

http://members.xoom . com/f reepe It ier /index. html 
November  1999 

Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month 

We,  the  members  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  are  writing  to  ask 
for  your  support,  endorsement  and  collaboration  regarding  our  plans  for  the 
November  1999  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  campaign  in  Washington  DC.  As 
you  know,  Leonard  Peltier  is  a Native  leader  who  has  been  unjustly 
incarcerated  for  23  years.  FBI  documents  released  years  after  his  trial, 
together  with  other  sources,  have  proved  that  critical  ballistic  evidence 
establishing  his  innocence  was  withheld  from  the  defense,  and  that  witnesses 
were  terrorized  into  giving  false  testimonies  against  him.  Though  long 
overdue  for  parole,  and  in  deteriorating  health,  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in 
prison . 

Now  is  both  an  urgent  and  a strategically  important  time  in  Leonard 
Peltier's  freedom  campaign.  The  president  traditionally  grants  clemencies 
in  December  and  Leonard  will  be  up  for  a parole  review  the  following  Spring. 
There  is  a real  possibility,  if  we  pull  all  of  our  forces  together  now,  that 
Leonard  Peltier  will  be  released  by  or  during  the  year  2000.  But,  that  is 
up  to  you,  because  you  are  the  only  ones  who  can  gain  his  freedom. 

In  order  to  obtain  action  and  justice,  all  sectors  of  society  must  make 
themselves  heard,  all  with  the  same  message,  and  all  at  the  same  time.  This 
will  require  an  enormous  amount  of  public  education  as  well  as  coordination. 
For  this  reason,  we  are  seeking  your  assistance  for  our  November  1999 
Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month.  Anyone  can  help  from  any  location.  Our 
effort  is  three  fold  in  strategy. 

During  the  entire  month  of  November  up  until  Thanksgiving  Day,  we  will  be 
directly  lobbying  Congress  and  the  Clinton  Administration  to  release  Leonard 
Peltier,  either  through  clemency  or  through  parole.  Meanwhile,  outside  of 
the  White  House,  numerous  cultural  and  spiritual  activities  will  be  carried 
out.  The  month  will  begin  with  a Run  for  Freedom.  Traditional  Freedom 
Fasters  will  stay  in  front  of  the  White  House  in  a show  of  commitment  to 
justice  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  all  Native  peoples.  Morning  ceremonies  will 
be  lead  each  morning  by  David  Chief.  Numerous  cultural  and  educational 
activities  are  being  organized  for  each  day.  Meanwhile,  all  of  those  who 
cannot  be  in  DC  will  be  flooding  the  White  House  and  other  relevant  agencies 
with  phone  calls  and  faxes.  If  everyone  does  their  part,  we  can  put  enough 
pressure  on  the  government  so  that  Leonard  Peltier  will  soon  be  home  with 
his  people,  friends  and  family.  Please  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  for  more  information. 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Sun,  26  Sep  1999  19:41:37  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Jones,  Richard  Oscar 
#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Kendall,  Kelly  Eugene 

#279-849 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/9/61 


Kneedler,  Jim  Ray 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 

Lancaster,  Jason  Lee 
#315-149 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/25/74 

Lavender,  Donald 
#268-231 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  12/15/53 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Sep  1999  23:07:54  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <dotchuck@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  121 


Mailing  List: 


NAT-FILM  < NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM.STJOHNS.EDU> 


[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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FOR  THE  INDIAN  HELPER. ] 
ONE  IN  GOD. 


The  white  man  and  the  dusky  hued. 

Came  forth  from  one  same  God; 

In  God's  behest  the  white  man  came 
Where  none  but  Indians  trod. 

The  goodly  land  as  now  we  see. 
Destined  a home  for  brave  and  free. 

Dear  Indian  take  the  higher  grades. 
The  white  man  points  you  to; 

He  is  a messenger  to  you. 

The  will  of  God  to  do. 

In  nature  see  our  Father's  care. 

In  God  we  trust,  the  right  can  dare. 

S.  ANNIE  RIDGWAY 

AFTER  A RECENT  HARD  SHOWER 


And  now  all  the  muses  will  write  with  one  voice. 

From  the  fact  that  we  all  have  good  cause  to  rejoice. 

For  the  storm  that  came  o'er  us  in  such  threatening  mien. 

With  the  thunder  in  rolls  and  sheet-lightening  between. 

Passed  off  in  its  fury  without  damage  to  name; 

And  the  air  is  much  purer  than  when  the  storm  came; 

And  the  streets  well-flushed  by  the  rain  in  its  splutter. 
Carried  off  all  the  filth  away  through  the  gutter. 

While  the  corn-fields  giggled,  and  the  buckwheat  patch  quaffed. 
And  potatoes  swelled  up  as  the  gardens  all  laughed. 

And  the  people  all  smiled  as  they  gazed  by  the  hour. 

So  here  to  the  health  to  the  Prince  of  the  weather. 

While  we  all  take  a rock  on  piazza  together. 

WILLIAM  BURGESS, 

MILLVILLE,  PA.  On  a Postal  Card. 


FROM  ONE  OF  OUR  TEACHERS  AT  MARBLEHEAD. 


MARBLEHEAD,  MASS.,  Aug.  '99. 

DEAR  PEOPLE: 

Ever  since  I came  here,  I have  wanted  to  write  you  about 
Marblehead,  the  quaintest,  oddest,  most  independent  little  town  in  the 
United  States. 

The  people  here  pride  themselves  on  the  fact  that  they  bought  their 
land  from  the  Indian,  and  I have  seen  the  deed,  written  on  skin  and  was 
signed  by  the  old  chief,  Winnepawauken  in  1684. 

But  long  before  this,  in  1629,  the  first  settlers  came  up  from  the 
little  colony  at  Salem,  and  built  their  rude  huts  and  lived  side  by  side 
with  the  Indians. 

It  is  not  any  wonder  then,  that  they  are  still  intensely  interested 
in  the  people  who  were  their  first  American  friends,  and  that  when  they 
found  I was  from  Carlisle,  they  asked  so  many  questions  and  took  so  much 


pleasure  in  seeing  the  photographs  of  the  school 

Miss  Forster  had  given  me  some  of  the  art  work  of  our  pupils,  and  it 
was  most  favorably  criticised,  not  only  by  the  people  here  but  by 
Prang's  Boston  Agent,  who  is  very  anxious  for  an  exhibit  of  our  work  for 
this  Fall.  Indeed,  I saw  several  collections  in  Boston,  of  the  New  York 
and  Boston  schools,  and  Carlisle  would  not  suffer  in  the  least  by 
comparison . 

I have  been  sitting  all  morning  on  the  rocks  enjoying  the  salty  sea 
air . 

Back  of  me  stands  old  Fort  Sewall,  which  has  been  garrisoned  during 
each  of  the  great  wars  through  which  this  country  has  passed. 

Last  summer  it  was  filled  with  United  States  Volunteers,  as  it 
commands  a splendid  view  of  the  harbor;  but  now  it  stands  idle  and 
deserted . 

"Dolphin,"  the  beautiful  big  steam  yacht  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Navy,  lies  anchored  before  me,  and  dozens  of  boats  are  floating  in  and 
out  among  the  rocks  and  tiny  islands.  People  here  use  boats  instead  of 
carriages,  and  simply  step  into  a launch  or  a row  boat  when  they  want  to 
call  on  their  neighbors. 

Far  out  at  sea,  I can  distinguish  the  white  sails  of  eight  big  yachts 
which  have  been  becalmed  for  hours,  and  will  have  to  wait  for  favoring 
winds  to  waft  them  further  on  their  voyage. 

Two  young  men  have  just  floated  by,  their  little  craft  filled  with  a 
glittering  mass  of  fish;  and  an  old  tar,  in  an  older  boat,  is  paddling 
around  among  the  rocks  examining  his  lobster  pots. 

My!  I hope  I'll  have  one  for  dinner,  for 


Continued  on  fourth  page. 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 

George  Muscoe,  who  went  home  in  Michigan,  for  the  summer  has  sent 
some  HELPER  subscriptions,  and  says  he  is  getting  on  nicely  and  that  his 
health  has  improved. 

A tree  on  the  Cornman  farm  is  so  heavily  laden  with  crab-apples  that 
the  limbs  are  breaking.  Edwin  Smith,  who  has  been  working  a few  weeks 
at  Mr.  Cornmans'  brought  in  a twig  two  feet  long,  on  which  there  were  51 
apples,  which  gives  a little  idea  of  the  wonderful  bearing  qualities  of 
the  tree. 

Miss  Peter  left  for  Chicago,  via  Niagara  Falls,  on  Wednesday 
evening.  While  at  Niagara,  she  will  visit  Miss  Ely's  nephew,  Mr. 

Charles  Ely,  who  holds  a responsible  position  in  the  great  Electric 
plant  there.  After  viewing  the  Falls  Miss  Peter  will  continue  on  her 
vacation  trip. 

Miss  Ella  Patterson,  Superintendent  of  the  Whiteriver,  Indian  School, 
Arizona,  formerly  a part  of  our  force  at  Carlisle,  writes  that  she 


attended  the  Indian  Institute,  at  Los  Angeles  and  saw  Major  and  Mrs. 
Pratt  and  Miss  Richenda,  quite  often,  and  had  a delightful  time  while  in 
California.  She  also  says  that  Mr.  Dandrige,  who  recently  was 
transferred  from  Carlisle  to  Whiteriver,  is  getting  along  nicely. 


TWENTY-FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


Philip  Lavatta,  ex-student  of  Carlisle,  and  now  employed  at  Ft.  Hall, 
Idaho,  writes  a sad  letter  dated  August  11th,  telling  of  the  death  of 
Reuben  Wolfe,  '92.  The  news  came  last  week  from  Levi  Levering,  and  was 
a great  shock  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  We  had  heard  of  his 
speaking  before  the  Los  Angeles  Institute,  and  some  of  his  remarks  will 
appear  in  the  Red  Man.  We  have  not  learned  the  cause  of  his  death. 
Philip  Lavatta  says: 

"With  a sad  heart  I drop  you  these  few  lines  that  you  may  know  that 
our  dear  friend  Reuben  P.  Wolfe,  died  at  this  school,  yesterday 
morning.  His  remains  will  be  taken  home  to  Omaha  Agency,  Nebraska,  by 
Levi  Levering  and  Mr.  Wolfe's  sorrowful  wife.  You  cannot  imagine  how 
sad  we  all  feel  over  this  loss.  Ft.  Hall  loses  a valuable  employee,  and 
I especially,  having  known  him  so  long,  cannot  help  feeling  sad.  Dust 
think  of  it,  only  on  the  4th  ult.  He  and  I played  with  the  Blackfoot 
Band  at  Dubois,  80  miles  distant,  and  he  was  well.  When  I returned  to 
the  school  from  my  vacation,  I found  him  out  of  his  mind  at  times  and  in 
bed . " 


The  friends  of  Mrs.  Shaffner-Etnier  are  grateful  to  the  Ponce 
Improvement  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  information  that  she  and 
her  family  were  not  injured  in  the  recent  terrible  hurricane  that 
visited  Porto  Rico.  We  learn  through  Miss  Ericson  that  Mrs.  Etnier  has 
been  unanimously  elected  president  of  the  first  American  Club  in  Ponce, 
composed  of  the  best  Americans  there.  Pastor  Hoffman  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  his  wife  have  arrived  and  have  taken  up  their  abode 
with  the  Etniers,  until  they  can  find  one  of  their  own.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  would  think  from  the  description  of  what  the 
cyclone  left  in  the  shape  of  houses  in  Ponce  or  on  the  Island,  a home 
would  be  a little  difficult  to  find  just  now. 

The  program  to  be  given  in  town  by  the  Band  on  the  public  square, 
Saturday  evening,  is  this,  and  it  would  be  well  for  everyone  to  have  a 
copy  in  hand  so  as  to  follow  the  music  intelligently.  We  should  want  to 
become  familiar  with  the  productions  of  great  composers.  Any  one 
wishing  an  extra  HELPER  may  have  it  for  the  asking:  1.  March,  Iroquois  - 
Losey;  2.  Overture,  Rienzi  - Wagner;  3.  (a)  The  palms  - Faure;  (b) 
Darktown  Cake  Walk  - Hale;  4.  Medley,  Black  Bridage  - Beyer;  5.  The 
Dying  Poet  - Gottschalk;  6.  (a)  Darkies'  Dream  - Lansing;  (b)  Whistling 
Rufus  - Mills;  7.  The  Red  Men's  Pow-wow  - Coffin;  8.  Star  Spangled 
Banner. 

Full  sets  of  the  Century,  Harper's,  Atlantic  and  Review  of  Reviews 
are  gradually  being  completed  and  bound  for  the  library.  Some  odd 
numbers  are  missing  through  the  various  sets.  We  have  many  duplicate 
numbers  that  we  will  gladly  exchange  for  numbers  needed  to  complete  our 
set.  Any  one  who  wishes  to  exchange  or  donate  any  of  the  above 
magazines,  or  others  that  would  have  educational  value,  will  confer  a 
favor  by  corresponding  with  the  Librarian  of  the  Indian  School, 

Carlisle,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Dorsett,  manager  of  girls'  department,  who  is  now  visiting 
country  homes,  is  nearly  through,  and  will  probably  be  domiciled  in  her 
quarters  at  Carlisle  before  another  HELPER  reaches  its  readers.  The 
other  day  she  went  to  a station  at  which  there  was  no  agent,  "no  one  - 
nothing  but  mosquitoes,"  she  declared,  so  gave  herself  a new  experience 
by  flagging  the  train.  The  flying  express  stopped  for  her  and  she  went 
on  her  way  rejoicing. 


David  McFarland,  '98,  Carlisle,  has  entered  Haskell  Institute, 
Lawrence,  Kansas.  More  Government  support! 

What  a happy  world  this  would  be  if  man  could  only  believe  all  he 
says . 


(P  3) 

Lovely  Fall  weather! 

Gorgeous  moonlight  nights! 

August  Red  Man  is  mailing. 

Had  enough  vacation?  Most  of  us  will  say.  Yes. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  our  Middlesex  farm,  is  threshing. 

Sixteen  days  more  and  the  school  bell  will  call  us  to  books. 

The  small  boys'  quarters  are  now  receiving  a coat  of  paint. 

Mrs.  Corbett,  of  the  sewing  department,  is  away  on  her  vacation. 

Tin  roofing  is  now  going  on  the  east-end  annex  of  the  school 
building. 

We  shall  have  to  stay  off  the  grass  for  a time  or  it  will  be  killed 
out . 

Miss  Miles  left  last  Thursday  for  Oregon,  to  see  her  father  who  is 
lying  very  ill. 

This  is  the  season  when  the  spreading  of  fertilizers  vitiates  the  good 
country  air. 

Miss  Mclntire  is  taking  Miss  Miles'  place  in  the  dining-hall  during 
the  absence  of  the  latter. 

Rose  Poodry  has  gone  to  her  home  in  New  York  State  for  a week  or  two, 
on  business  for  the  school. 

Our  campus  is  beginning  to  show  the  need  of  rain.  It  rarely  gets  so 
dry  and  brown  as  at  present. 

We  hear  of  the  marriage  of  Lizzie  Hill,  '97,  to  loel  Tyndall, 
ex-student  of  Carlisle,  and  send  congratulations. 

The  Band  will  give  the  same  program  on  our  bandstand  Friday  evening 
that  it  will  give  in  town  Saturday  evening. 

The  cotton  plants  in  the  rear  of  teachers'  quarters  are  in  bloom. 
There  is  an  object  lesson.  Some  peanut-plants  in  the  same  bed  are  also 
blooming. 

Miss  Luckenbach  writes  that  she  cannot  get  away  from  Indians  even  if 
she  is  on  a vacation,  for  she  dreams  almost  nightly  of  them.  She  is 
expected  here  next  week. 

"Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  given  by  the  John  P.  Harris  company  in  a tent, 
at  the  edge  of  town,  was  attended  by  several  of  our  boys  who  pronounced 
it  very  good. 

The  football  candidates  who  did  not  go  to  the  country  this  summer  are 
taking  light  practice  these  cool  evenings  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Martin  Wheelock. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  daughter  were  or  should  have  been  at  Tacoma 
yesterday,  and  are  eastward  bound  by  now.  They  will  make  some  stops  on 
the  way  at  various  Indian  Agencies.  We  do  not  look  for  them  much  before 
the  last  of  the  month.  They  have  been  detained  a few  days,  probably  at 
Klamath . 

Miss  Ericson  has  arrived  from  Washington  where  she  saw  several  of  our 
old  friends  - Mrs.  Thomas,  Miss  Cummins,  Miss  Quinn,  Mrs.  Butler  and  Mr. 
Sturm.  She  says  they  are  all  as  fond  of  Carlisle  as  ever,  and  that  she 
had  a delightful  time  all  around.  She  will  spend  the  remainder  of  her 
vacation  at  Shippensburg.  Since  her  return  Miss  Ericson  has  received 
from  Superintendent  Viets  of  the  Santa  Fe  school  some  rare  and  wonderful 
specimens  of  stone  gods  found  in  New  Mexico.  They  are  probably  several 
hundred  years  old. 

Mr.  Bennett  of  the  near  farm  is  getting  ready  to  pack  the  silo. 
Ensilage  is  a great  thing  for  cattle  in  winter. 

The  athletic  track  is  now  very  good  for  wheeling,  but  we  hear  that  it 
is  to  be  all  torn  up  and  gone  over  again  by  an  expert. 

Miss  Bowersox,  teacher  of  our  Normal  Department  has  returned  from  her 
home  at  Paxtonville,  after  a very  enjoyable  26  days'  visit  and  rest. 

Dr.  Eastman  has  gone  to  Washington,  D.C.  on  business.  The  doctor  is 
a live  man  on  all  subjects  and  especially  where  the  interests  of  his 


people  are  concerned. 

The  question  is,  whose  mouths  water  the  most,  the  feasters  on  the 
luscious  watermelons  these  evenings  in  the  Bachelors'  Hall,  or  the  boys 
in  quarters  who  can  see  them  eating  and  are  not  there. 

Edmund  Wheelock's  little  baby  brother  has  been  named  Dennison  Pauli 
Wheelock,  and  he  is  almost  big  enough  to  run  a race  with  Edmund,  he 
grows  so  fast. 

A little  daughter  came  to  live  with  Professor  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  on 
Monday  evening.  Catherine  Harvey  Bakeless  is  her  name,  and  to  think 
Master  John  has  not  seen  his  little  new  sister  yet.  Dohn  is  still  at 
his  grandfather ' s in  Milroy.  When  he  comes  back  he  will  be  as  well  off 
as  his  chum,  Albert  Weber,  who  has  had  a sister  for  some  time,  while 
lohn  had  none.  Albert  cannot  brag  any  more. 

Mr.  lames  D.  Flannery,  '94,  tailor  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Miss  Nora  M. 
Hampton,  graduate  of  Chilocco,  Oklahoma,  now  matron  at  the  Mich.  School, 
were  married  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  on  the  14th.  This  was  a great 
surprise  to  everybody,  and  from  what  we  can  learn  of  Miss  Hampton  she  is 
a beautiful  and  accomplished  girl,  and  a favorite  among  her  associates. 
Congratulations  are  in  order  and  the  couple  have  them  by  the  basketful 
from  Carlisle,  where  Mr.  Flannery's  friends  are  legion. 

A surprise  party  was  given  in  honor  of  Miss  Annie  Morton,  '98,  who 
arrived  Tuesday  evening  from  her  vacation.  The  following  girls  were 
hostesses.  Misses  Young,  Beale,  Gibbs,  Felix,  American  Horse,  Warren, 
lamison,  Dolphus  Brown,  Wilber  and  Silverheels.  The  evening  was  spent 
in  playing  games  and  music,  watermelons  being  the  finishing  touch  of  the 
party.  Miss  Nancy  Cornelius,  of  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  Miss  Sara  Smith  and 
Mrs.  DeLoss  were  among  the  guests. 

Miss  Nancy  Cornelius  arrived  on  Monday  evening  from  Downingtown, 
where  she  has  been  visiting  Miss  Edge  for  a short  time.  All  who  have 
read  the  HELPER  these  past  years  know  Nancy.  She  is  the  same  cheery 
person.  It  will  be  remembered  that  she  was  the  first  girl  from  our 
school  to  become  a trained  nurse,  graduating  from  the  Hartford  school. 
She  has  made  for  herself  a most  enviable  reputation.  Nancy  is  in  demand 
at  all  times,  and  now  the  demand  seems  to  be  at  home,  by  the  Rev.  F.W. 
Merrill,  Missionary  among  the  Oneidas.  He  is  the  rector  of  the 
Episcopalian  Church  there,  and  in  connection  with  the  mission  has 
established  a hospital.  Nancy  is  to  be  the  head  nurse.  Rev.  Merrill 
has  secured  a treasure,  and  we  wish  the  project  unbounded  success. 
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these  Marblehead  lobsters  are  the  finest  in  the  world. 

On  my  way  home  I'll  have  to  pass  by  the  old  Tucker  house;  built  just 
twenty  years  after  the  pilgrims  landed,  and  which  looks  as  if  it  might 
stand  a century  longer. 

Dust  here  I usually  get  lost,  for  if  you  walk  long  enough  on  Circle 
Street,  you  will  land  exactly  where  you  started  from,  and  one  night, 
after  wandering  for  half  an  hour,  I felt  very  much  like  the  man  in 
Boston,  who  turned  so  many  corners  that  he  met  himself  coming  back. 

Salem  is  only  a short  distance  by  trolley,  and  there  you  can  see 
Roger  William's  house,  where  the  witches  were  tried. 

I wandered  all  through  this  old  rambling  house,  even  to  the  attic, 
where  I had  a rather  weird  and  creepy  feeling,  as  I looked  around  among 
the  rafters  at  the  old  furniture,  and  at  the  old  clothes  worn  so  long 
ago. 

At  the  edge  of  the  town  is  a lonely  spot  they  call  "Witch  Hill"  and 
here  the  Salem  witches  were  hung. 

Then  there  is  an  old  church  here,  the  first  built  in  New  England,  the 
rafters  and  frame  of  which  still  stand,  and  that  reminds  me  that  I 
attended  service  last  Sunday  at  St.  Michaels  in  Marblehead,  which  was 
constructed  with  material  brought  from  England  in  1714  and  the  second 
Rector  of  which  went  to  Virginia  and  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  for 
Mrs.  Custis,  and  the  Father  of  our  Country. 

There  are  so  many  interesting  people  and  places  here,  that  I could 


ramble  on  forever,  but  before  I stop,  I must  tell  you  that  I saw 
yesterday  a small  leather  trunk  that  came  over  in  the  "Mayflower,"  and 
it  made  me  feel  so  intimate  with  our  dead  and  gone  ancestors,  that  I 
feel  like  signing  myself. 

One  of  the  Pilgrim  daughters, 

JEANETTE  SENSENEY. 

COUNTRY  PUPILS  RIVAL  EACH  OTHER  IN  HAVING  GOOD  TIMES. 


Asenoth  Bishop  says: 

"I  am  also  having  a good  time  at  the  shore.  We  went  out  fishing  last 
Saturday  and  brought  in  57.  I was  at  the  United  states  Life  Saving 
Station  one  day  and  grew  interested  in  all  that  the  Captain  told  us." 

Amelia  Clarke  at  Cape  May  says: 

"We  have  to  carry  ourselves  very  straight  for  the  people  gaze  at  us 
so.  'Those  are  Indian  girls,'  I hear  the  people  say  all  around.  I shall 
not  attempt  to  tell  you  of  the  pleasures  we  are  enjoying  here  at  the 
shore.  There  is  a band  here  which  is  considered  a fine  one,  but  I was 
told  the  other  day  by  some  ladies  from  Chambersburg,  who  have  seen  and 
heard  our  band,  that  if  Professor  Wheelock  would  only  bring  his  band 
here,  they  would  surely  wipe  all  the  bands  out  of  town.  We  girls  think 
so,  too." 

Katie  E.  Powlas  would  have  us  know: 

"Our  home,  to  us,  is  as  nice  as  the  homes  at  the  sea-shores.  Our 
patron  is  kind  and  they  have  done  a great  deal  to  make  us  happy  and 
cheerful.  We  have  been  to  different  parks,  and  we  are  promised  three 
more  trolley  rides  before  returning  to  the  school. 

Julia  Hawks  and  I are  living  together,  we  being  about  the  tenth 
couple  who  have  lived  here. 

We  think  it  is  only  our  duty  to  tell  how  we  appreciate  our  home,  too, 
for  our  patrons  have  done  a great  deal  of  the  Indians  and  have  great 
interest  in  us. 

Our  home  and  surroundings  are  picturesque  on  account  of  its  being 
such  an  old  homestead.  Four  generations  have  lived  in  this  same  house. 

Looking  west  in  the  evening  we  can  see  the  lights  of  the  City  of 
Brotherly  Love." 

Katie  says  she  is  going  to  try  to  get  subscribers  for  "the  dear 
little  paper,"  not  for  the  prize  sake  but  for  Carlisle  sake." 

EMBARRASSING  TO  ALL  CONCERNED. 

An  Indian  boy  who  has  not  yet  learned  to  articulate  distinctly,  the 
other  day  stepped  into  Miss  Ely's  office  for  a postage  stamp. 

Miss  Ely  was  not  in  at  the  time,  and  her  clerk,  rather  new  at  waiting 
upon  Indians  asked  what  was  wanted. 

"Step,  letter,  please." 

"Step-ladder?"  she  inquired  looking  around  behind  the  doors.  "I  do 
not  see  the  stepladder." 

"Step!"  insisted  the  youth. 

"I  am  very  sorry,"  continued  Miss  D.  in  her  gentle,  persuasive  way, 
"but  somebody  has  taken  the  step-ladder  and  not  returned  it." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  lad  hastened  out  for  a fan. 

Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  3,  2,  5,  4,  5 is  the  name  of  a very  eminent  leader  in  Bible  times. 

My  8,  6,  7,  8 a football  player  must  know  how  to  do. 

My  3,  4,  5,  1 is  a part  of  a fish  net. 

My  whole  is  what  a Carlisle  Indian  boy  or  girl  need  never  get. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  PENNSYLVANIA. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http://www.epix.net/~landis . 


— "RE:  Lost  Between  Earth  and  Sky" 

Date:  Tue,  21  Sep  1999  00:52:49  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : lost  between  earth  and  sky 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I walk  this  land 

let  me  sing  a new  song 

let  me  dance  across  the  plains 

let  me  dance  across  mountains 

let  me  dance  across  low  valleys 

let  me  dance  so  that  it  makes  me  sing 

I am  so  tired 

sleep  can  not  find  me 

I go  lost  between  earth  and  sky 

The  sound  of  coyotes  and  owls  fill  my  heart 

I say  to  myself  where  are  you  going 

the  ribbon  of  my  life  travels  slow 

Slipping  and  sliding  I go 

I am  so  tired 

I walk  this  land 

let  me  sing  a new  song 

let  me  dance  across  the  plains 

let  me  dance  across  mountains 

let  me  dance  across  low  valleys 

let  me  dance  so  that  it  makes  me  sing 

I am  so  tired 

there  is  no  laughing  road 

Dawn  Boy  can  not  find  me 

hard  days  and  cold  nights 

the  trail  ruts  deep  and  hard 

what  is  it  I hear 

I am  so  tired 

I walk  this  land 

let  me  sing  a new  song 

let  me  dance  across  the  plains 

let  me  dance  across  mountains 

let  me  dance  across  low  valleys 

let  me  dance  so  that  it  makes  me  sing 

oh,  just  a word 

just  a word  is  good  to  hear 

it  is  a song  to  my  poor  soul 

you  count  and  what  you  do  matters 

you  have  a good  heart 

these  things  we  long  to  hear 

I walk  this  land 

let  me  sing  a new  song 

let  me  dance  across  the  plains 

let  me  dance  across  mountains 

let  me  dance  across  low  valleys 

let  me  dance  so  that  it  makes  me  sing 

I am  a man 

I am  more  than  an  Indian 
I am  more  than  a native 
I am  a person 
yo,  come  dance  with  me 


the  songs  come  from  oun  hearts 

these  are  my  places 

and  let  us  travel  this  way  together 

let  our  hearts  sing 

let  us  dance  across  the  earth 

let  us  dance  across  the  sky 

let  us  sing 

let  us  dance 

it  is  good 

it  is  good 

so  we  go 

on  together 


"RE : Poem:  The  Damage  We  Have  Done"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : Poems 

I catch  a glimpse  of  them 

peripherally 

when  my  mind  is  calmed 

on  busy  city  streets 

walking  close  to  the  land 

in  small  groups  and  bands 

the  Native  Peoples  who  still 

reside  where  tall  buildings  attempt  to  hide 

the  land  where  eons  have  passed  by 

they  stay  these  caretakers  of  the  Earth 

and  not  can  hide  them 

not  traffic  light 

nor  speeding  car 

not  pavement  and  curbing  hide  the  scar 

where  once  the  land  was  fresh  and  new 

where  every  living  thing  burst  forth 

and  kept  good  company 

with  he  who  loved  the  land 

Now  as  I walk  the  crowded  street 

I see  the  moccasins  compete 

with  littered  walks  and  well  shone  feet 

I see  them  there 

an  endless  line 

of  long  forgotten  times 

and  there  atop  the  hill  I see 

my  Ancestors  look  down  at  me 

their  feathers  blowing  in  the  wind 

the  painted  ponies 

eye 

reflects  the  damage  we  have  done 
to  Earth  and  Wind  and  Sky. 

Copyright  1998  Dreamwalker 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Sep  99  04:13:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  3-9 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

3 


I cast  my  lei  of  dreams  upon  the  ocean. 

4 

Every  dawn  begins  the  adventure  of  a new  day. 

5 

A tiny  crab  scuttles  across  the  wet  sand,  searching  for  places  to  hide. 

6 

Walk  in  the  paths  illuminated  by  the  moon. 

7 

I hear  the  bright  music  of  the  waterfall  in  my  dreams. 

8 

Know  what  you  want  from  life,  ...  and  never  give  up  until  you  find  it. 

9 

The  plover,  kolea,  rushes  from  place  to  place,  stopping  only 
a little  while  to  enjoy  his  surroundings. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  A Timeless  Story"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Sep  1999  14:48:51  -0500 

From:  "Shunkmanitu  Ska"  <shunka-ska@altavista.net> 

Sub j : A timeless  story 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Tribal  Colleges 

BY  JODI  RAVE  Lincoln  Journal  Star 


Geri  Stewart  Whiteman,  a Crow  Indian  mother  of  two,  choked  back  tears 
talking  about  her  college  plans.  She  consoled  herself  with  words  from  a 
friend:  "If  you  can't  help  yourself,  how  are  you  going  to  help  your 
children?"  With  that  as  her  mantra,  the  24-year-old  tribal  college  student 
found  the  strength  to  dream  of  attending  a four-year  college  in  North 
Carolina.  For  now,  she  attends  the  United  Tribes  Technical  College  in 
Bismarck,  N.D.,  working  toward  an  associate's  degree  in  injury  prevention. 
"I  will  have  to  give  up  custody  of  my  two  children  so  I can  make  it 
through  school,"  she  said  recently.  "It's  going  to  hurt. I'll  be  lonesome, 
but  it's  the  sacrifice  I'll  make  to  make  their  lives  a little  better. "The 
mother  of  two  young  boys,  Whiteman  is  among  thousands  of  new  Indian  and 
non-Indian  students  flooding  31  U.S.  tribal  colleges  and  universities  on 
remote,  impoverished  reservations  ina  dozen  Western  and  Midwestern  states. 
Numbers  help  flesh  out  the  story.  A tribal  college  movement  that  humbly 
began  in  the  '70s  has  exploded  within  the  last  decade.  To  wit:  Between 
1989  and  1999,  native  enrollments  nearly  tripled  from  10,000  to  26,500. 
Furthermore,  the  number  of  American  Indians  attending  four  year  colleges 
increased  a phenomenal  68  percent  between  1986-96,  according  to  the 
American  Council  on  Education.  Hence  Whiteman,  a Montana  native,  has 
joined  an  increasing  number  of  students  daring  to  dream  they  can  now 
succeed  in  an  academic  world  that  traditionally  excluded  them.  By  blending 
native  culture  with  traditional  mainstream  academic  fare,  these  schools 
provide  crucial  support  systems  to  those  who  might  not  otherwise  go  to 
school . 

"The  movement  has  to  do  with  self-determination,"  said  Janine  Pease 
Pretty  on  Top,  president  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  College  in  Crow  Agency, 
Mont.  "It  has  to  do  with  tribes  creating  colleges  and  opting  for  and 
designing  their  own  programs  of  study.  It's  quite  a big  step  to  declare 
your  own  education  system.  In  the  process,  it  is  one  part  of  what  brings 
about  self  government."  Consequently,  tribal  college  leaders,  students  and 
advocates  feel  as  though  they're  sometimes  moving  into  uncharted  waters. 

There's  a lot  to  discuss,  much  to  reflect  upon.  For  example:  Native 
people  traditionally  have  been  relegated  to  an  education  system  that 
sought  to  assimilate  them  into  white  society,  a system  in  which  the 
majority  of  native  people  failed. As  a result,  American  Indians  saw  the 


need  for  their  own  schools.  In  1968  the  Navajo  Nation  chartered  the  first 
tribal  college.  In  the  ensuing  decade,  20  more  tribal  colleges  were 
chartered  and  enrollment  numbers  have  risen  sharply  ever  since.  As  tribal 
college  reputations  grow,  so  do  the  types  of  students  they  attract. 
Traditionally,  these  schools  have  been  attended  by  30-something  mothers. 

That  trend  is  changing.  Today  students  fresh  from  high  school  are  choosing 
tribal  colleges,  and  a growing  number  are  white. Not  only  are  tribal 
colleges  now  fulfilling  native  people's  educational  needs,  they  also  are 
becoming  rooted  as  community  centers.  One  of  their  biggest  roles  is 
helping  community  members  cope  with  welfare  reform  laws.  How?  The  schools 
promote  job  training,  educational  opportunities  and  sharpen  job  skills. 

Despite  impressive  academic  gains  over  the  last  three  decades,  tribal 
colleges  still  have  a number  of  obstacles  to  overcome.  They  receive  half 
the  core  funding  mainstream  community  colleges  receive.  That  leaves  scant 
funds  for  teacher  salaries,  dining  facilities,  dormitories,  libraries  or 
technological  development . Even  though  the  struggle  to  succeed  has  been 
daunting,  tribal  educators  are  motivated  by  the  past  to  ensure  their 
future.  Pretty  on  Top,  a part  of  the  tribal  college  movement  since  1972, 
remains  inspired  by  words  from  Crow  Chief  Plenty  Coups.  "He  said,  "With 
education,  you  are  the  white  man's  equal.  Without  it,  you  are  the  white 
man's  victim.'"  Summed  up  Rick  Williams,  executive  director  of  the  Denver 
based  American  Indian  College  Fund:  "The  students  who  are  attending  these 
tribal  colleges  like  having  an  education  system  based  on  their  values,  not 
somebody  else's  values."  While  college  leaders  shape  the  education  of 
tribal  members,  schools  are  emerging  as  symbols  of  hope,  providing  a 
spirit  of  renewal  for  native  people. 

"The  tribal  colleges  are  the  wisdom  keepers  of  our  knowledge,"  said 
Cornel  Pewewardy,  a Comanche-Kiowa  multicultural  education  teacher  at  the 
University  of  Kansas.  "They  drive  the  scholarship  of  indigenous  people. 
."They  do  so  by  developing  academic  offerings  tailored  to  community  and 
cultural  needs.  In  the  past,  mainstream  colleges  did  not  meet  those  needs. 

It  created  a paradox  for  native  people  because  "they  knew  education  was 
the  only  way  to  help  their  people,"  said  Veronica  Gonzales,  executive 
director  of  the  American  Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

"The  only  way  education  could  become  accepted  and  relative  to  the 
community  was  to  make  sure  it  included  and  valued  traditional  life."  The 
Navajo  Nation,  the  country's  largest  tribe,  was  the  first  to  establish 
education  on  its  own  terms.  The  tribe  chartered  Dine  College  in  Tsaile, 
Ariz.,  in  1968.  Today,  its  1,800  full-time  students  make  it  the  nation's 
largest  tribal  college.  With  80  students.  Little  Priest  Community  College 
in  Winnebago,  Neb.,  is  the  smallest.  The  three-year-old  college  is  among 
the  quickest  to  receive  accreditation,  which  was  awarded  inl998.The 
success  of  tribal  colleges  is  evident  in  the  enrollment  numbers.  Oglala 
Lakota  College  on  South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  had  a record 
enrollment  of  1,400  students  this  spring. 

"My  enrollment  is  escalating,  skyrocketing,"  said  VernaFowler,  president 
of  the  Menominee  Community  College  in  Menominee,  Wis.  "Six  years  ago  we 
began  with  49  students.  This  past  semester  we  served  very  close  to  497 
students.  I've  been  peddling  as  fast  as  I can  to  keep  my  head  above  water. 

" Despite  their  phenomenal  success,  tribal  schools  often  disappear  from 
mainstream  society's  radar  screen. 

"We're  so  unknown,"  said  Lionel  Bordeaux,  president  of  Sinte  Gleska 
University  on  South  Dakota's  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation. 

"When  they  do  hear  about  us,  they  think  we're  a fly-by-night  operation. 
We've  been  here  30  years.  The  gains,  though  substantial,  are  still  baby 
steps. "Of  the  31  tribal  colleges  operating  today,  15  others  have  chartered 
schools  and  failed.  Five  tribes  now  have  colleges  in  the  development  phase. 
As  tribal  colleges  mature  and  establish  reputations,  they  continually  grow, 
attracting  students  ranging  from  single  mothers  to  kids  out  of  high  school 
to  a growing  number  of  non-Indian  students.  Kimberly  Bartling,  26,  is  white, 
a single  mother  of  two.  The  Niobrara  woman  said  she  chose  to  attend  the 
Nebraska  Indian  Community  College  in  Macy  because  it's  affordable  and 
close  to  home.  Otherwise  she  would  have  to  drive  70  miles  to  the  nearest 
school.  "I  really  like  it  ,"  she  said.  "It's  not  as  stressful  as  a big 


college.  I have  no  regrets.  It  was  one  of  my  better  decisions."  More  than 
30  percent  of  students  at  the  Salish  Kootenai  College  on  Montana's 
Flathead  Reservation  are  white.  The  school's  president.  Doe  McDonald, 
attributes  the  large  white  enrollment  to  quality  academic  and  vocational 
programs,  geographic  location  and  a goal  to  become  a regional  college. The 
school  is  a model  for  other  tribal  colleges,  said  Gonzales  of  the  American 
Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium.  Besides  its  high  nonlndian  enrollment, 
the  school  also  represents  40  to  60tribes.  For  many  tribes,  the  colleges 
serve  as  educational  lifelines.  Nearly  95  percent  of  students  attending 
Wisconsin's  college  of  the  Menominee  Nation  never  would  have  attended 
college  if  not  for  the  tribal  school,  said  Fowler.  Those  who  tried  went  to 
" mainstream  colleges  and  failed  miserably."  For  Sunny  Walker,  a tribal 
college  helped  create  a bridge  to  a four-year  college.  She  attend  North 
Dakota's  Sitting  Bull  College  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation  before 
transferring  to  a private.  Catholic  university  in  nearby  Bismarck. 

"What  Sitting  Bull  did  for  me,  it  gave  me  the  confidence  and  study 
skills,  the  strength  and  courage  to  move  on  to  a four-year  university," 
she  said.  In  her  role  as  Miss  Indian  Nations,  the  equivalent  of  Miss 
America,  the  22-year-old  Walker  stresses  the  importance  of  learning. 
"Education  is  needed  so  everyone  can  play  a part  in  society  and  move 
forward."  Besides  enjoying  family  support  while  on  the  reservation.  Walker 
said  she  embraced  the  integration  of  Lakota  culture  with  English, 
macroeconomics  and  math.  Whiteman,  the  Crow  mother  of  two  and  student 
senate  president,  is  part  of  a new  generation  growing  up  in  a home  where 
"tribal  college"  is  now  a household  word.  Her  mother,  Letitia  Stewart, 
raised  five  children  while  attending  the  North  Dakota  tribal  college.  She, 
too,  was  the  student  senate  president  and  she  encouraged  her  daughter  to 
attend  the  school. 

"The  support  system  is  really  good  out  here,"  said  the  mother. 

"That's  the  main  reason  I moved  my  family  all  the  way  from  Montana  when 
my  youngest  one  was  15  months  at  the  time."  Besides  educating  its  members, 
tribal  colleges  increasingly  play  a central  role  in  community  development. 
One  of  their  strongest  roles  involves  setting  up  training  programs  to  help 
tribal  members  adjust  to  new  welfare  reform  requirements. 

"In  the  past  students  were  able  to  get  welfare  and  get  educated  at  the 
same  time,"  said  Marjane  Ambler,  editor  of  the  Tribal  College  Dournal  in 
Mancos,  Colo.  Today,  Temporary  Aid  for  Needy  Families  discourages 
education,  she  said.  "It's  not  a good  idea  for  our  country  to  get  people 
off  the  welfare  rolls  without  providing  them  the  education  they  need  to 
get  their  families  out  of  poverty."  Tribal  college  teachers  have  stepped 
forward  to  offer  myriad  job-training  programs.  "Most  of  the  people  on 
welfare  don't  have  the  academic  basic  skills  to  move  to  a college 
curriculum, " said  Dim  Shanley,  tribal  college  president  of  Montana's  Fort 
Peck  Community  College.  "They  need  remediation,  and  sometimes  extensive 
remediation.  Welfare  reform  isn't  orientated  toward  education.  It's 
orientated  toward  work. "The  Nebraska  Indian  Community  College  in  Macy  has 
created  job  training  programs  for  community  members  at  no  cost  to  clients. 

"Nebraska  has  done  some  remarkable  work  on  welfare  reform,"  said  Ambler. 
Carolyn  Fiscus,  community  education  director  in  Macy,  said  she  helped  nine 
people  earn  high  school  diplomas  in  1997  so  they  could  prepare  for  work. 
Increased  demand  for  job  training  led  to  28  high  school  degrees  during  the 
past  year.  Her  program  has  no  operating  budget.  Instead,  she  has  relied  on 
nearly  $200,000  in  pro-bono  services. She  has  managed  to  help  train  people 
by  getting  reservation, state  and  federal  programs  to  work  together.  " 
Tribal  colleges  can  be  the  tools  that  put  together  these  collaborative 
teams."  With  federal  help,  Terry  Albers,  director  of  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribe's  Welfare  to  Work  Program,  aims  to  put  150  tribal  members  to  work 
within  the  next  2 years.  After  a 30-year  career  in  education,  he  switched 
to  welfare  management  to  help  create  a better  future  for  youth. 

"It  is  a personal  mission  for  me,"  Albers  said.  " I have  children 
enrolled  here.  Education  can  play  a role  in  welfare  to  work  by  breaking 
down  the  barriers  between  the  private  sector  and  education  entities." 
Despite  their  achievements,  tribal  colleges  remain  saddled  with  meager 
budgets.  " Our  budgets  would  embarrass  nontribal  educators,"  said  Sinte 
Gleska  University's  Bordeaux.  The  typical  core  tribal  college  budget  is 


half  that  of  mainstream  colleges. 

While  mainstream  community  colleges  rely  on  state  or  local  funds,  tribal 
schools  rely  on  federal  funds. Operating  a tribal  college  is  costly,  which 
is  why  only  31  of  550  federally  recognized  tribes  have  colleges,  said 
Pretty  on  Top.  Meanwhile,  those  who  have  made  it,  have  done  so  with  great 
effort.  College  after  college  have  used  a hodgepodge  of  once-condemned 
buildings,  trailers  and  storefronts  to  fashion  a campus  while  the  lion's 
share  of  money  went  to  maintain  accreditation. 

"You  can't  do  that  forever,"  said  Ambler,  of  the  Tribal  College  Journal. 

" You  have  to  have  computers  and  libraries.  You  need  infrastructure.  You 
can't  build  a college  on  grants."  Little  Big  Horn  administrators  rely  on 
at  least  50  types  of  grants.  At  Montana's  Salish  Kootenai  College, 
carpentry  students  built  all  campus  buildings. So  far,  only  five  tribes 
have  been  able  to  steer  casino  profits  into  tribal  college  budgets.  The 
College  of  the  Menominee  Nation  has  received  between  $400,000  and  $1.4 
million  from  the  tribe's  gaming  operations.  "I'm  asking  for  close  to  $700, 
00  this  year,"  said  college  president  Fowler.  "I  don't  know  if  I'll  get  it. 
" The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  provides  little  scholarship  funding  for 
native  students.  In  fact,  only  about  40  percent  of  students  who  apply 
receive  anything.  "That's  unacceptable,"  said  Pretty  On  Top. Many  tribal 
colleges  say  increasing  numbers  of  white  students  pose  an  additional 
burden. Nebraska  was  the  first  state,  and  remains  one  of  the  few, which  has 
consistently  helped  defray  costs  for  non-native  students  attending  tribal 
schools.  In  1991,  tribal  college  leaders  asked  former  state  Sen.  Bud 
Robinson  of  Blair  to  introduce  legislation  on  their  behalf. 

"They  (tribal  schools)  are  not  an  entity  of  state  government, "said  Phil 
Hovis,  an  analyst  in  the  state's  legislative  fiscal  office.  "We  had  to 
find  a creative  way  to  support  them."  The  state  now  reimburses  the  tribe 
through  weighted  payments  made  to  Northeast  Community  College  in  Norfolk, 
located  nearest  to  Nebraska's  two  tribal  colleges.  During  the  past  school 
year, the  state  paid  --  on  average  --  about  $4,200  for  non-Indian  students 
attending  Nebraska  tribal  colleges.  While  many  tribal  schools  lack  proper 
facilities,  they  are  equally  stretched  to  pay  decent  teacher  salaries.  At 
Montana's  Dull  Knife  Memorial  College  in  Lame  Deer,  the  school  pays  $22, 

000  for  professors  with  a master's  degree. 

"You  pretty  much  have  to  be  a missionary  to  work  at  the  tribal  colleges, 

" said  Pretty  on  Top.  Yet  she  and  others  remain  passionately  committed  to 
tribal  education. 

"I  was  born  in  a servitude  type  of  environment,"  said  Sinte  Gleska 
University's  Bordeaux.  " We  need  education  to  exist.  We  need  to  know  who 
we  are.  We  need  to  know  where  we  come  from. 

"And  we  need  to  plan  and  prepare  for  where  we  are  going,  both  as 
individuals,  family,  a community  and  as  a tribal  nation." 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  27  September  1999  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

October  8-10 

Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 

October  9-10 

Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival 
Cedar  Town,  GA 
(770)  334-3344 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 

Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 


November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 
Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 
Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  3r.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 
National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
pache  Vets  Day  Fai  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 
Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 


(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 


November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Healing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/HGW 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
JIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 


YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteen/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLUTTEj  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 


Millie  Ketcheshawno 
Event  Director 


lames  M.  Fortier 

Event  Coordinator 


The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PFI: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 


OCTOBER  1999 


Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  23  Sep  1999  12:39:48  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  ru  /V 


ALABAMA 

Sept.  25-26:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Festival,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg 
This  is  not  a pow  wow.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  goods  or 
handmade  items.  Open  9am-5pm  each  day.  Info:3oe  Beckham,  5181  DeSoto  Caverns 
Parkway,  Childersburg,  AL  35044,  (256)  378-7252. 

Oct.  1-2:  Boaz  Chamber  of  Commerce  Fall  Flarvest  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Boaz. 
Located  at  the  Farmer's  Market  Lot  on  Line  Avenue,  between  Flwy.  205  & Billy 
Dyer  Blvd.  HD:  Southeastern  Sunrise  Singers;  HM:  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Raven 
Spiritwind;  AD:  Littlehawk;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  ST:  Moon  Shadow.  Schedule: 
Friday  - Children's  Day,  9am-  until  ?;  Saturday  - 9am  - 5pm.  Bonfire  at  7pm 
Saturday.  Free  admission.  Info:  Alton  McAllister  (256)  881-8020,  Gina 
Williamson  (256)  582-0114,  or  the  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336. 

Oct.  1-3:  Colonial  Isle  Dauphine,  Fort  Gaines  Historic  Site,  51  Bienville 
Blvd.,  Dauphin  Island.  A tri-centennial  event  with  a weekend  of  activities 
exploring  life  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  including  open  hearth  cooking,  hawk 
throwing,  and  a Calumet  Ceremony.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Melinda  Dickens, 

51  Bienville  Blvd.,  Dauphin  Island,  AL  36528  or  (334)  861-6992. 

Oct.  2-3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  Sheriff's  Arena,  Hwy 
99,  Athens.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 9pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  HD:  Red  Hawk 
Singers;  MC's:  3ohn  Smith  & Ronnie  Ray;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Cindy 
Skenandore;  Guest  Drum:  Southwind.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00;  Seniors  & 
Children  6-12  - $2.00;  Linder  6 - free.  There  will  also  be  a parade  at  4pm  on 
Friday,  Oct.  1,  on  the  square  in  downtown  Athens.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256) 
729-1968. 

Oct.  6-9:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Moundville.  Arts,  crafts,  music,  dance,  storytelling,  games,  etc. 
Hours:  Wednesday  - Friday,  9am  - 4pm;  Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Dorothy 
Beckman  or  Bill  Bomar  (205)  371-2572. 


Oct.  8-10:  Annual  Gem  & Mineral  Show,  Von  Braun  Civic  Center,  Huntsville. 


Not  a Native  American  event,  but  of  possible  interest  to  rock  collectors. 
Info:  Patricia  Mitcham  (256)  880-0623. 


Oct.  8-10:  Horsepens  40  Native  American  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  atop  Chandler 
Mountain,  Steele.  Friday  is  School  Day.  MC:  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  There  will  be 
dancing,  storytelling,  demonstrations,  entertainment.  Among  the  performers  & 
special  guests  are  Lawson  Corley  and  the  Four  Winds  Dance  Team.  Flead  staff: 
TBA.  Admission:  $6.00  Adults,  $3.00  Students.  Camping  available  on  site  - 
ask  about  special  rates.  RV  hook-ups  available,  also.  Take  1-59  to  Exit  166 
or  Exit  174,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  (800)  421-8564  or  (205)  322-5626, 
extension  305.  Website:  www.horsepens40.com. 

Oct.  8-10:  Foot  of  the  Mountains  Indian  Festival,  at  the  Piedmont  Sports 
Complex,  Piedmont.  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Brandy  Denkins;  HD:  Wagon  Burners; 

MC:  Johnathan  Feather.  WS:  Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society. 

Fire  Dancing,  Hoop  Dancing.  Vendors  by  invitation  only;  Arts  & Crafts  Act 
observed.  Benefits  to  Piedmont  Parks  & Recreation  Department.  Schedule: 

Friday  (Student's  Day)  - 9am-2pm;  Saturday  - 10am-8pm;  Sunday  - 10am-5pm.  GE 
at  11am  Saturday  & Sunday.  Admission:  $4.00  - Adults;  $2.00  - Ages  6-12; 

Free  - 5 & under.  Info:  PO  Box  562,  Piedmont,  AL  36272,  or,  (256)  447-8811. 

Oct.  9:  Homewood  American  Indian  Festival,  Homewood  Park,  Homewood.  Free  to 
the  public.  Hours:10am  - 6pm.  The  Circle  is  open  to  all  intertribal  dancers  & 
all  veterans  are  welcome.  HD:  White  Horse;  Special  Guest  drum:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence  (Cherokee);  HL:  Linda  Raven  Woods  (Cherokee);  ST: 
Two  Dogs  (Mohawk);  MC:  Dim  Tsula  Praytor  (Cherokee/Osochi) . Info:  Ani 
Gasaguali  of  Alabama  (205)  870-1095  (9am-5pm  CDT,  Monday  thru  Saturday),  or 
gasaguali(3aol . com . 

Oct.  9-10:  Festival  of  the  Singing  River,  McFarland  Park,  Florence. 
Celebration  of  Native  American  history  & heritage,  with  authentic  dancing, 
arts,  crafts,  food,  demonstrations  & children's  activities.  Saturday, 
10am-5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  No  admission  charged.  Info:  Florence/Lauderdale 
Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35630  (256)  740-4141. 

Oct.  14-16:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park, 
Huntsville.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a cultural  heritage  festival.  There 
will  be  lectures,  storytelling,  demonstrations  of  Southeastern  traditional 
dances,  craftsmen,  games  & skills  demonstrations.  Admission:  $2.00  - Ages 
2-18;  $5.00  - Adults.  Thursday  & Friday  are  School  Days,  Saturday  is  for  the 
general  public.  On-site  parking  available  for  handicapped  only,  but  there  is 
a free  shuttle  from  the  parking  lot  at  Huntsville  High  School.  Info:  Deff 
Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  15-17:  Fall  Plant  Sale,  Mobile  Botanical  Gardens,  Mobile.  Not  a Native 
event.  Largest  selection  on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  native  & hard-to-find 
perennials.  Info:  (334)  342-0555. 

Oct.  16-17:  Fort  Payne  Indian  Festival,  at  the  park  adjacent  to  the  Ft  Payne 
Depot  Museum,  Ft.  Payne.  This  is  a special  pow  wow  in  honor  of  all  Veterans. 
HD:  Buffalo  Heart;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  HM:  Rock  Dickerson;  HL:  Ellen  Rasco;  WS: 
Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Info:  Derry  Lang  (256) 

492-5217  or  Marjorie  Ferguson  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  16-17:  French  Colonial  Living  History,  Fort  Toulouse/Dackson  Park, 
Wetumpka.  Living  historians  recreate  the  lifestyles  of  the  1750 's  French 
fort  & nearby  Indian  village.  Open  10am  - 5pm. 

Info:  Ned  Denkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  22-23:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scotsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  208  South  Houston  St.,  two  blocks  off  the  courthouse  square. 
Not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of  the  lifeways  of  the  Southeastern 
Indians.  Crafts,  skills,  dress  & storytelling;  mainly  of  Cherokee  & Creek 
traditions.  Hours:  Friday  8:30am  - 4:00pm;  Saturday  9:00am  - 4:00pm. 
Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Students.  Info:  (256)  259-2122. 


Oct.  23-24:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon,  off  Hwy.  49,  between 
Dadeville  & Horseshoe  Bend  national  Military  Park.  HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest 
Drum:  Southwind;  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Lois  Hones,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
her  daughter,  Sandy  Frazier,  and  granddaughter , Brandy  Denkins;FP:  Tony 
Walkingstick.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm  Saturday,  11am  - 5pm  Sunday.  Admission:  Ages 
6-11  & Seniors  - $1.50;  Ages  12  & over  - $3.00.  HH:  The  Horseshoe  Inn, 
located  at  the  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  280  & AL  Hwy.  22,  in  Alexander  City, 
AL  (256)  234-6311.  The  public  is  invited.  All  dancers  are  welcome.  Info: 
Terry  or  Dudy  Huff  (256)  825-0075. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

No  current  listings. 


GEORGIA 

Oct.  2-3:  Cherokees  of  Georgia  Gathering  & Pow  Wow,  St.  George.  Info:  (912) 
843-2249. 

Oct.  9-10:  Cedartown  Indian  Festival,  Cedartown.  Info:  Frank  Hall  (770) 
334-3344. 

Oct.  15-17:  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Hamilton.  Located  25 
miles  north  of  Columbus,  GA,  the  festival  will  feature  primitive  skills 
demonstrations,  social  & intertribal  dances.  Hoop  Dancing,  American  Indian 
arts  & crafts,  artwork  by  Doe  Belt.  There  will  be  over  $12,000  in  prize 
money,  with  Drum,  Dance,  & Tipi  Competitions.  AD:  Keith  Red  Elk;  MC:  Rob 
Dougherty;  Head  Dudge:  Bullet  Standingdeer . Admission:  Adults  - $6.00;  Ages 
6-12  - $3.00;  5 & under  - free.  There  is  also  a $1.00  parking  donation  to 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Schedule:  Friday  9am  - 3pm  (Special  School  Day 
Admission  of  $2.00)  & 6pm  - 9pm($1.00  off  regular  admission  price);  Saturday 
10am  - 10pm;  Sunday  10am  - 5pm. Info:  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PO  Box  3, 
Hamilton,  GA  31811,  or  Forrest  Moore  (706)  628-5400,  or 
ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org.  There  is  also  a website  at: 
www. h ami ltonch amber .org/ossahatchee . htm. 


KENTUCKY 

Sep.  25-26:  All  Nations  Intertribal  Festival,  at  the  Shelby  County  Flea 
Market,  Simpsonville.  Drums:  Black  Swamp  Singers,  Brothers  of  the  Pine;  MC: 
Thurman  Bear;  HV:  Lloyd  Dacobs;  ST:  Randy  Farrington.  Take  1-64  East  of 
Louisville,  Exit  28.  All  proceeds  benefit  the  YMCA  Shelter  House.  Admission: 
$5.00  Adults;  $2.00  Children.  GO:  9am  both  days,  events  begin  at  10am;  close 
at  8pm  Saturday  & 5pm  Sunday.  Info:  Frank  or  Susan  Luna  (502)  231-2341. 

Pager  numbers:  752-2618  (Frank)  or  397-1390  (Susan). 

Oct.  8-10:  Drennon  Springs  Festival,  Drennon  Springs.  Info:  Dason  Hart  (502) 
845-8125  or  jasonhart@usa.net. 

Oct.  8-10:  Doining  Hands,  Doining  Spirits,  Calhoun.  Info:  Terry  Welborrne 
(502)  275-4619. 

Oct.  15-17:  Day  of  the  Wolf  Pow  Wow,  Nelson  County  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown. 
Dust  south  of  the  Bluegrass  Parkway  on  US  31-E.  Friday  is  Student's  Day.  GO: 
5pm  Friday;  10am  Saturday;  10am  Sunday.  Admission:  $6.00  - Adults,  $5.00  - 
Sr.  Citizens,  $4.00  - Students  aged  7-12;  6 & under  - Free.  GE:  Friday,  6pm 
EST;  Saturday,  noon  & 5pm  EST;  Sunday,  1pm  EST.  Camping  at  Fairgrounds  for 
Traders  & Dancers  only  - teepees  & tents  - no  open  fires.  Sponsored  by  the 
Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  with  partial  funding  from  the  Kentucky  Arts  Council 
MC:  Leonard  Malatare;  Co-host  Drums:  Bad  Nation  & Eagle  Scout;  HV:  Ned 
Benally;  HM:  Clark  Zeipher;  HL:  Maria  Myers;  AD:  Robert  Tramper;Hoop  Dancer: 
Daniel  Tramper;  ST:  TBA;  FP:  Duan  Cruz.  Info:  Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  107 


East  John  Fitch  Ave.,  Bardstown,  KY  40004  or  (502)  348-0425  after  5pm  or 
bryant@bardstown . com . 


LOUISIANA 

Oct.  1-3:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  the  Coushatta  Tribe  of  Louisiana,  Kinder.  A 
gathering  of  tribes  from  across  the  USA  and  Canada,  featuring  Dance  & Drum 
competitions.  Best  Dressed  Drum  contest.  Native  American  arts  & crafts. Gourd 
Dance,  6pm-7pm  Friday,  & llam-lpm  Saturday.  GE  & Competition  Dancing:  Friday 
7pm  - until  ?;  Saturday,  1pm  - 5pm  & 7pm  - until  ?;  Sunday,  1pm  - until  ?. 
Competition  points  begin  on  Friday.  Committee  decisions  are  final  [$200 
protest  fee].  Tribal  enrollment  ID  may  be  requested.  Security  on  duty  24 
hours.  Free  camping  [no  hook-ups].  No  ice  chests  allowed,  please.  Cameras  & 
audio/video  recorders  by  permission  only.  HSD : Eagle  Claw;  FIND:  The  Boyz; 
Invited  Drums:  Yellow  Jacket,  Mystic  River,  Young  Bird,  Scissor  Tail,  The 
Tribe.  Southern  MC:  Wallace  Coffey;  Northern  MC:  Dale  Oldhorn;  Southern  AD: 
R.G.  Flarris;  Northern  AD:  Darrell  Goodwill;  Head  Judge:  Roland  Poncho;  Head 
Drum  Judge:  Ron  Santos;  HM:  Michael  Roberts;  HL:  Crystal  Williams;  HG:  Hank 
Tomasah.  Winner  Take  All  Specials:  Rabbit  Dance,  Straight  Dance  [18  & over]. 
Best  Dressed  Drum,  Fancy  Dance  [40  & over].  Area  Lodging:  Casino  Inn  (318) 
738-4040,  Chateau  Dilune  (318)  738-7001  or  (800)  537-8577,  Comfort  Inn  (318) 
738-3240  or  (800)  221-2222,  Country  Cottage  (318)  738-5618  or  (800)  738-5642 
Green  Oak  (318)  738-5642,  Holiday  Inn  (318)  738-3381  or  (888)  865-4633, Smart 
Room  Inn  (318)  738-2550  or  (800)  800-3142,  Treasure  Inn  (318)  738-2425  or 
(800)  246-2116,  Super  8 Motel  (800)  800-8000  or  (318)  738-3366,  Winners  Inn 
(318)  738-3252  or  (888)  261-2237,  Blackjack  Inn  (318)  738-7979  or  (877) 
252-2521,  Krystal  Inn  (318)  738-3123,  Greatwood  Country  Cabins  (318) 
738-4800,  Best  Western  Inn/Coushatta  (318)  738-4800  or  (800)  528-1234. 
Further  information:  1-800-58-GRAND,  extension  7276,  7269  or  7270. 


MARYLAND 

No  current  listings. 


MISSISSIPPI 
No  current  listings. 


MISSOURI 

Oct.  23-25:  Shadow  of  the  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  Shadow  Rock  Park,  Forsyth.  Info: 
(417)  561-4834. 

Mote:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host 
Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host  Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL 
- Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head  Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Janet  Smith, 

Lady  Blue,  Jordan  S Dill,  Harold  Jacobs,  Mike  Bissonette,  Nancy  Thomas, 
AIM  National  Field  Office,  Paul  Pureau,  St'eque  Kwasun,  Shunkmanitu  Ska, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Debra  Sanders,  Chris  Milde, 

Larry  Innes,  Just  an  Old  Man,  Barbara  Landis,  Barbara  Russell,  Alice  H, 
Celine  Vaquer,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Dreamwalker, 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  6 16:14:03  1999 
Date:  Tue,  5 Oct  1999  17:53:21  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.041 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Potawatomi  moon  of  the  first  frost 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L  & Big  Mountain  Lists; 
Newsgroup:alt. native;  UUCP  email;  KOLA  Newslist; 
http : //www. dick shovel . com / annalay.html 
http : //www. dick shovel . com/bhpress . html 
http : //www. nps . gov/p lants/ind ex. htm 
http : //www . doi . gov/bia/ aitoday/ q_and_a . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Treat  the  earth  well:  it  was  not  given  to  you  by  your  parents, 
it  was  loaned  to  you  by  your  children.  We  do  not  inherit  the 
Earth  from  our  Ancestors,  we  borrow  it  from  our  Children." 

Ancient  Proverb 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
i States  Constitution,  i 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Two  issues  of  great  importance  to  each  of  us  have  arisen  like  a two 
headed  snake.  We  must  face  these  issues.  Running  from  either  will  only 
allow  the  serpent  to  grow. 

The  first,  withdrawal  of  funding  and  support  for  TNAT/The  Native  American 
Tobacco  education  program  headed  by  Joseph  Winter,  may  not  seem  that 
critical  to  many.  It  is,  and  I ask  that  you  allow  me  to  explain  why  it  is. 
The  explanation  is  actually  by  my  wife,  Danet,  in  response  to  a question  on 
list.  Since  I cannot  say  it  better,  I offer  her  words. 

TNAT  had  multiple  missions/functions , all  connected  to  the  idea  of 
preserving  the  Native  American  cultural  heritage  where  tobacco  (and  some 
other  sacred  herbs)  were  concerned.  This  included  identifying  AND 
cultivating  the  original  tobaccos  and  such  herbs  as  were  normally  used  in 
purification  ceremonies  (e.g.  sage,  cedar,  sweetgrass,  etc.),  growing 
quantities  that  were  provided  at  no  charge  to  Native  American  healers  and 


elders  for  use  in  ceremony  only  (this  included  quantities  sent  to  for  use  in 
prisons,  powwows,  etc.),  printing  and  distributing  information  about  the 
appropriate  ceremonial  use  of  tobacco  AND  distributing  information  to 
schools  and  other  centers  for  young  people  about  the  problems  both  in  terms 
of  health  and  cultural  abuse  surrounding  the  recreational  use  of  tobacco. 

And  finally.  Doe  went  to  schools  and  powwows  to  talk  about  what  tobacco  was, 
what  it  was  supposed  to  be,  what  it  was  NOT  supposed  to  be  and  the 
difference  between  the  original  ceremonial  tobaccos  and  the  commercial  kind. 
He  was  and  is  a wonderful  educator  who  not  only  teaches  his  subject,  but 
knows  it  from  working  on  the  land  and  directly  with  the  people  involved. 

So  yes,  it  was  partly  about  seeds  --  the  identification  and  propagation  of 
as  close  a replication  of  the  original  tobaccos  used  in  pre-contact  tribal 
ceremonies  as  possible.  But  it  was  also  about  cultivation  and  distribution 
at  no  charge  to  a selected  group  of  Native  Americans  for  a specific 
spiritual  purpose.  And  it  was  about  educating  Native  and  non-Native 
populations,  especially  young  people,  learning  about  and  reinforcing  the 
traditional  uses,  and  discouraging  non-traditional  use. 

The  federal  government  has  instituted  so  many  laws  surrounding  the  growing 
and  distributing  of  tobacco  (especially  in  terms  of  taxation  and  thus  the 
regulation  of  production)  that  it's  hard  to  keep  track  of  them.  Often  in 
similar  cases,  exceptions  have  been  made  when  uses  were  clearly  within  the 
spiritual  arena.  An  example  would  be  the  use  of  wine  in  Christian 
sacraments,  where  exceptions  have  been  made  in  the  normal  laws  regarding 
permits,  licensing,  taxation,  and  age  of  those  allowed  to  participate.  So 
it  was  reasonable  for  Doe  (and  the  University)  to  believe  that  because  all 
his  distribution  was  for  religious  purposes,  there  would  be  exceptions  to 
the  usual  panapoly  of  laws,  just  as  there  is  for  the  Christian  use  of  wine. 

I suppose  because  this  is  about  a religion  that  is  NOT  Christian,  we  should 
have  known...  <I'm  sorry  --  I just  cannot  resist  a bit  of  cynicism  here> 

I have  no  special  knowledge  about  what  Doe  is  doing  about  all  this  beyond 
that  which  has  been  posted  by  others.  I would  think  it  possible  for  him  to 
revise  his  program  in  some  way  unconnected  to  the  University  so  that  it 
conforms  with  the  federal  cultivation  and  distribution  laws,  and  perhaps 
that  is  exactly  what  he  is  doing.  I would  also  think  that  whatever  was 
involved,  it  would  require  more  contribution  and  commitment  from  the 
community  than  the  original  project  did  to  achieve  the  same  ends.  <shrug> 
Perhaps  when  all  is  said  and  done,  that  would  not  be  a bad  thing.  The  point 
(or  at  least  my  point)  is  that  TNAT  should  not  HAVE  to  wiggle  around  laws. 
The  program  SHOULD  fall  under  the  same  sort  of  exclusions  granted  the  local 
Catholic  priest  when  he  serves  communion,  or  the  local  diocese  when  it 
purchases  wine  for  communion.  I don't  know  whether  Doe  intends  to  pursue 
legal  actions  that  would  certify  that  TNAT  does  have  rights  to  be  separate 
from  government  regulation  because  it  IS  religious.  So  far  as  I know,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  history  that  would  weaken  TNAT's  position  as  a spiritual 
program- -I  believe  it  to  be  squeaky  clean  and  well  documented  (hey.  Doe  IS  a 
professor,  so  if  anything,  it's  overdocumented)--so  it  would  be  an  ideal 
case.  The  "pro's"  of  pursuing  such  a legal  case  go  beyond  Doe's  or  TNAT's 
rights  and  extend  into  the  "certification"  of  all  Native  spiritual  practices 
as  legitimate  "religions"  protected  in  the  same  ways  as  the  local  Baptist  or 
Methodist  or  Catholic  church.  Among  the  "con's"  is  one  bureaucrats  always 
depend  on  --  litigation  isn't  cheap  and  spending  the  money  to  litigate  will, 
by  itself,  weaken  the  program.  By  taking  this  route,  there  would  be  less 
money  for  seeds,  for  tobacco  for  elders,  for  flyers  educating  youth  about 
the  dangers  of  abusing  a ceremonial  herb,  etc.  At  some  point  when  deciding 
to  go  to  court  to  press  for  rights  that  should  never  have  been  questioned, 
there  has  to  be  a decision  made  as  to  whether  the  price  of  litigating  is 
worth  the  goal  achieved  (assuming  a win,  which  is  never  safe,  but  I think 
TNAT  has  a pretty  good  chance).  There's  always  a risk  that  by  litigating, 
the  project  will  be  so  financially  depleted  that  it  will  be  destroyed  in  the 
process  of  obtaining  the  right  to  exist. 


This  is  one  way  our  rights  are  eroded.  A law  is  passed  and  applied  as  it 


should  not  have  been  to  a people  that  are  not  financially  able  to  pursue 
legal  challenges,  so  they  either  drop  the  practice  in  question  entirely,  or 
find  loopholes  that  allow  them  to  pursue  similar  ends  in  a different  way,  or 
they  go  underground  and  accept  legal  risks.  And  the  oppressive  law  stands 
and  become  stronger  by  the  lack  of  challenge. 

Remember  something  here.  Tobacco  was  GIVEN  by  our  people  to  the  settlers. 
Our  people  did  not  teach  them  to  abuse  this  substance  or  suggest  they  make  a 
giant  industry  and  tax  revenue  base  out  of  it.  This  was  done  in  complete 
disregard  for  our  practices  or  traditions.  Now  we  need  to  spend  our  time 
and  resources  protecting  OUR  right  to  use  it  in  our  own  ways?  Whatever  Doe 
decides  to  do,  he  has  my  support, 
lanet 
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If  taking  yet  another  way  of  life  from  us  were  not  enough  threat  to  the 
Native  community,  the  next  threatens  to  polarize  and  separate  us  as  never 
before.  Trust  me  on  this.  Many,  including  the  U.  S.  government,  have  a 
vested  interest  in  our  collective  confusion  and  division. 

I've  been  following  this  for  a couple  of  years  on  several  forums.  Anna 
Mae  was  killed  a long  time  ago  --  nearly  30  years.  The  story  resurfaces  now 
because  a cousin,  Robert  Branscome-Pictou  and  her  two  daughters,  who  were 
babies  when  she  was  killed,  have  spent  the  past  9 years  pushing  authorities 
to  investigate  and  investigating  on  their  own.  They  now  finally  think  they 
have  enough  evidence  to  identify,  arrest  and  convict  the 

guilty  parties.  Hence  the  press  conference  in  Canada  on  September  18th.  The 
story  isn't  simple  or  brief.  You  can  find  bits  and  pieces  in  alt. native  or 
the  Anna  Mae  section  on  Iordan  Dill's  site  (www.dickshovel.com)  or 
http://members.aol.com/ANNAinc/Foundation.html.  Most  of  the  story  has  been 
reposted  in  Wotanging  Ikche  in  the  past. 

Here's  what  I understand  of  the  story  about  Anna  (and  I mostly  got  it  from 
those  places  listed  above).  She  was  part  of  the  American  Indian  Movement 
when  it  was  a young  group,  back  then  a loose  association  of  young,  dirt-poor 
unknown  activists  who  wanted  to  be  traditional  warriors  in  the  1970s.  It  was 
a different  entity  from  the  high-profile  incorporated  bureaucracy  that 
exists  today.  The  federal  authorities,  including  the  FBI,  supported  Dick 
Wilson  (the  BIA-supported  chief  of  the  Oglala  Sioux)  and  his  GOON  squad  in 
their  management  of  the  Oglala  nation's  affairs.  (Definition:  GOON: 

Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation.  They  were  a special  police  force 
appointed  by  Wilson  who  were  reportedly  given  a free  hand  to  do  whatever  it 
took  to  see  to  it  that  Ogalala  folks  "behaved."  Some  traditionals  claim  they 
abused  the  authority  and  nobody  reined  them  in.) 

During  the  1970s  (and  for  that  matter,  really  since  the  old  Chief  Red 
Cloud's  time,  and  up  to  the  present),  there  were  two  vastly  divergent 
schools  of  thought  about  how  the  Oglala  people  should  develop.  Wilson's 
supporters  followed  the  BIA  plan,  which  was  that  the  Indian  people  should 
assimilate  and  simply  become  darker-skinned  versions  of  white-dominated 
society.  They  would  speak  English,  forget  Lakota,  finish  trade  school,  with 
a maybe  a lucky  one  or  two  going  on  to  college,  and  settle  down  in  low-end 
suburban  homes,  9 to  5 weekly  jobs  and  Church  on  Sunday  JIFF  the 
reservation . 

Opposing  this  plan  were  the  traditionalists,  people  who  wanted  to  return 
to  the  ways  of  the  Sacred  Pipe,  the  Lodge  and  the  Sun  Dance.  People  who 
believed  Medicine  came  from  Creator  rather  than  a doctor's  needle.  People 
who  wanted  their  land  and  buffalo  back  so  they  could  return  to  the 
traditional  ways  of  living  in  harmony  with  the  earth,  rather  than  an 
adversary  to  it,  as  much  as  possible.  People  who  wanted  their  children  and 
grandchildren  to  remember  their  language,  songs  and  history,  and  protect 
their  sacred  places. 


Under  Wilson's  leadership,  a disproportionate  number  of  the  traditional 
folks  met  untimely  and  violent  ends.  Others  were  terrorized,  beaten  up  or 
vandalized,  they  said  by  Wilson's  GOONs.  That's  when  young  people  who 
called  themselves  warriors  with  the  Native  American  Movement  started 
arriving  to  counter  the  attacks  of  the  GOONS  (since  the  FBI  and  federal 
marshalls  didn't  seem  inclined  to  investigate  or  intervene).  Of  course 
those  federal  cops  did  take  notice  of  these  "outside  agitators"  who  came  to 
stir  up  the  locals  and  interfere  with  the  elimination  of  "nonprogressive" 
influences.  There  were  direct  and  indirect  attacks  on  the  activists  and 
continuing  attacks  on  the  traditionals  they  tried  to  protect.  As  you  might 
imagine,  tempers  ran  hot,  and  with  people  shooting  at  old  folks  who  were 
doing  nothing  but  teaching  their  grandchildren  how  to  pray  properly,  you 
can  imagine  that  occasionally  one  of  the  young  warriors  did  more  than  duck 
the  flying  bullets.  One  of  them  shot  back  and  killed  two  FBI  agents. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  accused  and  eventually  convicted  after  awhile,  but 
during  the  time  between  the  agents  death  and  his  arrest,  the  FBI  was 
aggressively  working  to  round  up  anybody  they  could  blame. 

Anna  Mae  was  apparently  one  of  those  who  had  seen  or  heard  enough  that 
people  on  both  sides  believed  she  knew  more  than  was  safe  for  her  or  for 
them.  The  FBI  say  they  believed  she  could  identify  the  FBI  agents'  killer. 
AIM  leaders  believed  she  knew  and  could  identify  the  FBI  undercover  agents 
they  believed  had  infiltrated  their  group  --  some  even  said  they  believed 
she  was  one  of  those  agents.  The  story  her  family  tells  is  that  the  FBI  was 
bringing  her  in  and  questioning  her  so  publicly  that  it  was  bound  to  spook 
her  AIM  friends.  In  any  case,  she  got  scared  and  ran  to  a safe  house  in 
Denver,  but  some  Lakota  people  were  said  to  have  taken  her  back  to  a Lakota 
woman's  house  in  Rapid  City.  From  there,  the  stories  go  every  which  way, 
depending  on  who  you're  listening  to.  Her  family  says  there's  evidence  the 
three  who  came  to  get  her  beat  her  and  raped  her  and  ultimately  killed  her 
so  that  she  wouldn't  talk,  at  the  instruction  of  AIM  leadership,  one  of  whom 
was  allegedly  an  undercover  FBI  infiltrator.  Others  claim  she  was  just 
questioned  and  left  of  her  own  accord,  and  nobody  knows  who  ultimately 
killed  her. 

Everybody  agrees  that  Anna  was  part  of  AIM,  reputedly  a hard  and  dedicated 
worker.  Did  people  in  the  AIM  leadership  kill  her  because  she  knew  some  of 

them  were  turncoats  or  otherwise  not  what  they  seemed?  That's  what  her 

family  claims,  and  there's  supposed  to  be  documented  (including  DNA)  proof. 
Did  the  FBI  set  her  up  so  that  it  was  inevitable  that  she  would  be  killed  by 
her  own  former  friends?  Were  BOTH  the  FBI  and  some  in  AIM  in  collusion 
together  to  kill  her  and  cover  it  up?  Again,  that's  one  story  being  put 
about.  Were  none  of  these  people  involved?  Was  this  just  an  isolated 
violent  crime  in  bad  times  that  can't  be  solved  now,  so  should  be  put  behind 
us?  That's  another  suggestion  out  there. 

For  those  who  do  not  know  the  events  of  the  early  70's  that  culminated 
in  the  second  siege  at  Wounded  Knee  and  the  deaths  of  many  Native  Peoples, 

including  Anna  Mae  you  need  to  keep  this  in  mind.  AIM  was  not  a club.  AIM 

was  not  an  organization.  AIM  was  not  Incorporated.  AIM  was  a group  of 
warriors  doing  their  best  to  protect  a way  of  being.  It  was,  as  the  name 
clearly  implies,  a Movement.  Remember  this,  also.  There  were,  and  still 
are  many  dedicated  people  associated  with  AIM  whose  entire  purpose  is  to 
help  Native  Peoples. 

Meanwhile,  everybody  who's  been  accused  is  pointing  fingers  at  others, 
and  accusing  them,  including  the  FBI. 

It  is  no  surprise  to  me  to  read  in  one  paper  the  quote  "let's  forget 
about  it"  from  the  woman  who  allegedly  provided  the  house  where  Anna  Mae 
was  beaten  and  raped,  and  ultimately  from  where  she  was  taken  to  her  death. 
It's  no  surprise  to  me  that  others  of  the  accused  aren't  simply  admitting 
involvement,  regardless  of  what  they  did  or  didn't  do.  The  FBI  spent  years 
telling  their  own  bosses  that  they  hadn't  tossed  anything  incendiary  at 
Waco  --  and  they  didn't  come  clean  until  somebody  put  physical  evidence  out 


there  for  everybody  to  see.  So  are  they  going  to  admit  to  anything  here 
unless  physical  evidence  is  put  out  there  where  it  can't  be  denied? 

Even  if  there  IS  proof  of  who  killed  her,  there's  no  guarantee  it  will 
ever  see  the  light  of  day  now,  let  alone  persuade  a jury.  There  are  clearly 
people  trying  to  bring  evidence  before  prosecutors  and  courts,  but  it's 
still  a long  way  from  over.  Among  the  accused  are  some  high-profile, 
high-powered  people.  Among  the  accused  are  a very  powerful  agency  of  the 
U.S.  government.  They  will  not  submit  without  a very  hard  struggle.  It 
won't  be  pretty.  Meanwhile,  I'm  seeing  those  of  us  who  were  nowhere  near 
this  taking  sides  and  pointing  fingers,  too.  We're  polarizing.  And  we're 
doing  those  who  are  our  worst  enemies  the  biggest  favor  we  can. 

Indian  people  do  not  win  by  fighting  each  other.  Dividing  us  against 
ourselves  was  the  invaders  best,  most  effective  tactic  to  defeat  us  and 
sadly,  IT  STILL  WORKS.  There  may  be  corruption  among  our  people.  No  shock 
there.  I don't  know  a society  free  of  it.  Those  who  see  it  should  excise 
it  without  waiting  to  gather  a bandwagon.  We  WILL  be  pressured  to  take 
sides  and  fight  each  other.  Already  Leonard  Peltier  has  been  persuaded  to 
react.  I would  be  the  MOST  wary  of  those  who  appeared  to  be  the  most  eager 
to  draw  us  into  that  activity.  Right  now  there's  plenty  to  do  just  taking 
care  of  our  elders  and  our  needy.  Winter's  coming  and  there's  already  been 
snow  in  South  Dakota,  I'm  told.  Remember  all  those  people  whose  houses  were 
blown  apart  on  Pine  Ridge  this  summer?  Do  we  know  whether  they  now  have 
warm  homes?  There's  plenty  for  us  to  do  that  is  positive. 

The  traditional  way  to  deal  with  harm  to  another  is  to  have  those  involved 
sit  together  in  council  and  one  after  another,  present  their  story.  The 
matter  is  resolved  by  consensus  between  those  who  were  harmed,  not  by  a 
parliamentary  vote.  I have  a feeling  if  this  matter  had  been  taken  to  a 
traditional  council  long  ago,  Anna  Mae  might  even  be  alive.  If  she  had  been 
killed,  there  would  be  no  30  year-old  questions  remaining  about  the  guilty 
or  what  was  to  become  of  them  and  no  old  issue  to  be  dredged  up  to  distract 
us  from  taking  care  of  ourselves  and  our  people  today. 
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Date:  Mon,  4 Oct  1999  17:24:38  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : CNN  - Leonard  Peltier 

Mail  List:  LeonardPeltier  List  <LeonardPeltier@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

CNN&TIME  - The  Weekly  News  Magazine 

URL : http://www.cnn . com/CNNPromos/cnntime/ 

October  10,  1999 

In  1977,  Leonard  Peltier,  a member  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement,  was  convicted  of  murdering  two  FBI 
agents.  CNN  & TIME  examines  why  some  consider  him 
a political  prisoner.  Sunday,  October  10,  1999  at  9:00 
p.m.  eastern  time. 

The  program  will  be  repeated  Monday,  October  11,  1999 
at  midnight  eastern  time.  Check  your  local  listings. 

Kila, 

Nancy 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S. A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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gars@nanews . org 
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Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  10:52:19  -0500 
From:  "bobby"  <lpdc(3idir . net> 

Sub j : Open  letter-Peltier  response-Anna  Mae  investigation 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Open  letter  from  Leonard  Peltier  in  response  to  reports  from  the  recent 
press  conference  regarding  Anna  Mae  Aquash: 

I have  just  received  and  read  a report  written  by  Chris  Nicholas  about 
the  recent  press  conference  held  in  Canada  in  regard  to  Anna  Mae.  I am 
very  shocked  and  saddened  by  what  is  being  said  and  the  misinformation  and 
outright  lies  that  are  being  spread  about  what  happened  to  her  and  what  has 
happened  to  me.  I have  not  said  anything  up  until  now  because  I do  not  want 
to  be  involved  in  an  investigation  carried  out  in  part,  by  Robert  Ecoffey 
and  the  RCMP.  Ecoffey  was  responsible  for  much  of  the  terror  and 
corruption  that  existed  on  Pine  Ridge  in  the  early  70's.  The  RCMP,  working 
with  the  FBI,  submitted  a fabricated  statement  against  me  over  a year  after 
I was  arrested  by  them  in  Canada.  This  statement  has  been  used  to  justify 
my  continued  incarceration . Who  would  trust  such  sources  to  carry  out  an 
investigation  into  one  of  the  many,  many,  people  who  were  murdered  in 
conjunction  with  the  FBI  on  Pine  Ridge  during  that  era?  I did  not  want  to 
be  involved  in  this,  but  now  it  looks  like  I must  submit  a public  statement 
documenting  my  stance  because  I very  much  fear  that  innocent  people  will  be 
railroaded  as  I have,  into  prison,  and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  the 
U.S.  will  be  happy  to  have  given  AIM  the  image  of  a vicious  and  corrupt 
terrorist  organization  which  we  absolutely  were  not.  Am  I saying  that 
everyone  who  was  in  AIM  was  perfect?  No.  Am  I saying  that  AIM  is  today  what 
it  was  back  then?  No.  But,  what  I am  seeing  is  a clear  attempt  to  destroy  a 
very  valid  civil  rights  movement  in  order  for  those  involved  to  both  benefit 
and  profit  from  Anna  Mae's  death.  Future  movements  for  the  rights  of  our 
people  would  always  have  to  fight  this  unjustified  image  and  work  extra  hard 
to  be  given  any  validity  at  all. 

First  off,  I would  like  to  start  by  offering  my  condolences  to  the 
family  of  Anna  Mae  and  by  expressing  my  strong  desire  to  have  her  murder, 
along  with  all  of  the  other  murders  that  took  place  during  that  era,  solved. 
I have  been  pushing  for  this  since  the  beginning.  And,  though  I am  aware 
that  her  death  was  possibly  carried  out  by  an  informer,  a pawn  of  the  FBI,  I 
am  convinced  that  justice  will  not  be  done  until  a complete  investigation 
into  the  FBI's  involvement  on  Pine  Ridge  at  that  time  is  carried  out. 

Bob  Branscombe,  who  is  leading  this  investigation,  cannot  be  trusted  for 
several  reasons.  He  says  he  is  Anna  Mae's  cousin  and  this  is  the  reason  why 
he  has  committed  himself  to  finding  out  who  killed  her.  However,  he  only 
found  out  about  his  Indian  blood  two  years  ago.  Most  importantly,  he 
visited  me  in  the  fall  of  1998  claiming  to  have  a way  to  get  me  out.  He 
came  in  to  see  me  and  offered  me  a deal  saying  that  if  I helped  them  to  get 
a conviction  against  John  Boy  Patton,  he  could  assure  me  the  government 
would  look  upon  this  favorably  and  I would  be  granted  parole.  I asked  how 
he  knew  they  would  do  this.  He  said  that  he  spoke  with  the  DA  in  Colorado 
and  she  said  she  was  willing  to  help  get  me  out  of  prison.  I replied  that  I 
could  not  help  because  I did  not  know  anything.  He  said  that  it  didn't 
matter  as  long  as  I was  willing  to  help.  I then  replied,  "Are  you  telling 
me  you  want  me  to  be  a Myrtle  Poor  Bear?"  He  said,  "well,  you  would  be 


released  within  ten  days  if  you  would  sign  an  affidavit  against  John  Boy 
Patton."  I told  him  that  I could  not  believe  he  was  sitting  there  asking  me 
to  be  the  same  type  of  person  who  lied  against  me  and  cost  me  my  life.  I am 
ready  and  willing  to  testify  to  this  in  court,  under  oath  and  after  taking  a 
lie  detector  test. 

Furthermore,  Chris  Nicholas,  who  is  also  involved  in  this,  did  not  know 
Anna  Mae,  yet  he  is  trying  to  portray  himself  as  being  her  close  friend.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  only  seen  her  once,  briefly.  I ask  all  Native  people 
and  the  Pictou  family  to  beware  of  these  two  men.  I am  sure  they  are  in 
this  to  profit  off  of  Anna  Mae's  tragedy.  Bob  Branscombe's  new  book  about 
all  of  this  is  clear  evidence.  What  angers  me  the  most  is  that  these  men 
are  now  trying  to  force  me  into  being  involved  in  this  - they  are  dragging 
me  into  something  that  I am  against  and  something  I know  Anna  Mae  would  have 
been  against.  They  are  even  trying  to  use  me  as  some  sort  of  bargaining 
device  against  my  will,  stating  that  I will  be  released  because  of  all  of 
this.  I would  never  accept  being  released  in  return  for  imprisoning  someone 
unfairly  convicted.  Please  know,  I have  seen  the  tactics  they  are  using  and 
I would  refuse  my  release  as  a result. 

Nicholas  is  saying  that  Anna  Mae  was  murdered  by  AIM  members  because  she 
was  going  to  announce  who  killed  the  agents  on  Pine  Ridge.  She  was  not 
there  and  did  not  know.  She  signed  an  affidavit  clearly  stating  this.  Anna 
Mae  was  murdered  because  she  was  a skilled  organizer  and  leader  for  our 
people.  Independent  investigators  testified,  right  after  her  body  was 
recovered,  that  there  was  absolutely  no  sign  of  rope  burns  on  Anna  Mae's 
wrists  and  that  she  had  gone  willingly,  either  with  the  police  or  with 
someone  she  knew.  They  also  testified  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  rape. 

So  I ask  you  to  look  critically  upon  this  latest  controversy  and  to  keep 
in  mind  what  I have  told  you.  Yes,  we  want  justice  for  Anna  Mae.  We  want 
justice  for  all  of  the  people  who  died  at  the  hands  of  Dick  Wilson,  the  BIA 
and  the  FBI.  It  is  not  justice  when  people  need  to  be  coerced  into  pointing 
fingers  as  was  attempted  with  me.  It  is  not  justice  if  a full  investigation 
into  the  FBI's  role  in  all  of  the  deaths  is  not  carried  out. 

In  the  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 
USPL 

#89637-132 
Leonard  Peltier 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Open  Letter  Response"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  12:39:53  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Re:  Open  letter-Peltier  response-Anna  Mae  investigation 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  article  <2vqI3.778$Yn5. 5759@newsfeed.slurp.net>,  "bobby" 

<lpdc@idir . net>  wrote: 

>Open  letter  from  Leonard  Peltier  in  response  to  reports  from  the  recent 
>press  conference  regarding  Anna  Mae  Aquash: 

> 

> I have  just  received  and  read  a report  written  by  Chris  Nicholas  about 
>the  recent  press  conference  held  in  Canada  in  regard  to  Anna  Mae. 

<snip> 

> Furthermore,  Chris  Nicholas,  who  is  also  involved  in  this,  did  not  know 
>Anna  Mae,  yet  he  is  trying  to  portray  himself  as  being  her  close  friend. 

>He  told  me  that  he  had  only  seen  her  once,  briefly.  I ask  all  Native 
>people  and  the  Pictou  family  to  beware  of  these  two  men.  I am  sure  they 
>are  in  this  to  profit  off  of  Anna  Mae's  tragedy.  Bob  Branscombe's  new  book 
>about  all  of  this  is  clear  evidence.  What  angers  me  the  most  is  that  these 
>men  are  now  trying  to  force  me  into  being  involved  in  this  - they  are 
>dragging  me  into  something  that  I am  against  and  something  I know  Anna  Mae 


>would  have  been  against.  They  are  even  trying  to  use  me  as  some  sort  of 
bargaining  device  against  my  will,  stating  that  I will  be  released  because 
>of  all  of  this.  I would  never  accept  being  released  in  return  for 
>imprisoning  someone  unfairly  convicted.  Please  know,  I have  seen  the 
>tactics  they  are  using  and  I would  refuse  my  release  as  a result. 

> 

><snip> 
d'laan'te' . . 

The  report  was  written  by  me,  not  by  Nicholas.  He  just  passed  it  on. 

And  while  I do  not  know  Bob  Branscombe,  having  spent  my  time  at  the  news 
conference  with  AnnaMae's  daughters,  I was  told  that  there  was  no  book  or 
profit  motive  in  his  work  by  Annamae's  daughters.  If  they  trust  him,  & 
they  know  him,  who  am  I to  say  different.  The  Pictou  family  is  the  only 
authority  I listen  to  in  all  of  this. 

As  for  Nicholas,  who  I've  known  a long  time,  there  is  zero  profit  in  any 
of  his  motives  in  this  or  any  other  cause  he  fights  for.  He  isn't  going  to 
write  any  book,  make  a movie  or  give  any  lectures  on  AnnaMae  or  anything 
else.  He's  semi-retired  & talks  of  vegetable  garden  as  his  sole  ambition. 

He  is  poor  still  after  giving  years  of  his  life  to  his  people,  & continues 
to  give,  constantly  quoting  Willy  Nelson's  old  saying,  "All  you  get  to 
take  with  you  is  what  you  gave  away."  He  has  always  been  up  front  with  me 
saying  he  knew  AnnaMae  but  only  met  her  once,  & she  is  with  him  close  as 
Leonard  himself  is  close  to  each  of  us.  When  someone  is  in  your  thoughts  & 
prayers  each  & every  day,  is  that  not  someone  close? 

As  for  this  being  some  kind  of  anti-AIM  campaign,  that  doesn't  wash. 
Everyone  who  knows  what's  going  on  has  expressed  admiration  for  AIM.  It's 
just  a few  rotten  apples  in  the  barrel.  And  the  death-dealing  bastards 
still  in  the  FBI  still  remain  the  prime  targets  of  any  investigation  into 
the  killing  of  AnnaMae. 

While  I appreciate  with  Leonard's  position,  there  is  little  truth  that 
can  come  through  prison  walls.  Leonard  is  being  told  what  people  want  him 
to  hear.  Anna  Mae  was  going  to  testify  as  to  what  was  said  to  her  by  people 
who  were  at  the  Dumping  Bull  compound  on  26  Dune  1975,  not  on  what  she 
saw,  & there  was  corroboration  for  that  conversation  in  the  wings  from 
someone  who  was  killed  2 years  later.  As  further  example  of  what  doesn't 
make  it  through  those  prison  walls,  the  fact  is  that  AnnaMae  was  raped 
before  she  was  killed,  & there  is  DNA  evidence  of  the  rapist  on  file,  just 
waiting  to  be  matched, 
with  respect., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Oyate  Press  Release"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Oct  1999  18:32:56  -0400 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : full  text  of  the  Oyate  press  release 

http://www.dickshovel.com/annalay.html 

http: //www. die kshovel . com/bh press . html 

The  Lakota  Oyate  speaks  regarding  Anna  Mae  and  the  American  Indian  Movement 
September  28,  1999 

H'e  Sapa  Wakan  Inyan 

Traditional  elders  of  the  Lakota  Nation  have  drafted  a press  release,  in 
response  to  the  recent  information  from  the  elders  of  the  Mi'qmaw  Nation 
about  the  involvement  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  leadership,  in 
collaboration  with  the  FBI  and  other  US  governmental  agencies,  in  the  murder 
of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  in  1975  on  the  sacred  and  ancient  lands  of  H'e 
Sapa  (Black  Hills).  This  is  in  response  to  a press  conference  in  Ottawa, 
Canada  held  September  16  by  the  Pictou  family,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

This  is  a draft  from  the  only  legal  and  spiritual  Government  of  the  Lakota 
Oyate,  in  Alliance  with  the  Mato  Paha  Okolokiciye  and  the  Dakota/Nakota 


traditional  Oyates,  as  well  as  the  signatories  of  the  1851  Ft.  Laramie/Dog 
Creek  Treaty;  as  well  as  the  Looking  Horse  family  who  are  keeping  the 
Canumpa  Wakan,  and  our  many  humble  Sundancers  and  Pipe-Carriers . These 
include  the  8 district  Itanscan  and  many  tiyospayes  and  their  leaders  and 
spokesmen  and  women,  who  declared  Independence  on  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte), 
where  only  the  truth  can  be  told,  on  Duly  14,  1991  from  the  illegal  colonial 
US-Canadian  government(s) . Akicita  Director  Bernard  Peoples  read  the 
following  Statement,  after  extensive  Counsels  for  a week,  and  Ceremonies: 

"We  demand  that  the  leadership  of  AIM  come  forward  and  tell  the  full 
detailed  story  of  what  happened  here  in  the  1970s,  and  especially  the  events 
of  1975  surrounding  the  firefight  on  the  Dumping  Bull  property,  and  the 
events  and  people  involved  in  the  murder  of  Anna  Mae,  whose  mutilated  body 
was  found  in  February,  1976. 

"The  time  for  secrecy  is  over.  The  time  for  the  manipulations  of  the  US 
oppressors  on  our  People  is  over,  killing  us,  imprisoning  us,  starving  us, 
poisoning  us  with  alcohol,  and  making  us  too  afraid  to  talk  and  reveal  the 
truth.  We  want  to  know  everything  Dennis  Banks  did  on  Dune  26,  1975,  and 
exactly  where  he  was  that  day  - for  we  have  the  transcript  of  his  Trial  in 
Custer  and  he  was  not  there  that  day,  so  he  has  no  alibi,  as  he  and  his 
apologists  have  always  claimed. 

"Exactly  what  does  Leonard  Peltier  know,  and  why  does  he  refuse  to 
this  day  to  reveal  the  full  story,  even  though  he  has  been  rotting  in 
American  prisons  all  these  years?  The  People  feel  betrayed,  and  we  do  not 
feel  it  is  honorable  for  Peltier  and  Banks  to  cover  up  the  truth,  especially 
when  so  many  of  our  people  have  been  killed  and  are  still  dying  because  of 
this  paranoia,  distrust,  deceit,  greed,  and  egotism  of  the  AIM  leaders. 

Their  silence  only  looks  like  arrogance  to  us,  and  the  elders,  while  they 
exploit  our  cultures  and  fly  around  the  world  acting  like  chiefs.  They  are 
the  Wannabes,  not  the  many  sincere  non-Natives  who  know  and  love  our  people 
and  come  here  to  help  us. 

"If  you  are  innocent,  Dennis,  say  so  to  the  world,  and  give  us  the 
exact  names,  places,  dates,  and  all  the  details  of  these  terrible  tragedies 
we  are  still  suffering  from.  It  means  nothing  to  show  up  for  marches  at 
White  Clay  and  Mobridge  and  Rapid  City  if  you  have  lost  the  trust  of  the 
grassroots  oyates  and  tiyospayes,  which  you  have.  AIM  is  not  trusted  on  our 
Reservations-Concentration  Camps  anymore,  because  of  the  deceit  and 
double-dealing,  and  the  many  stories  of  your  corruption  with  our  young 
girls,  violence  to  our  men,  millions  of  dollars  of  donations  that  have  never 
trickled  down  to  the  People. 

"AIM  has  been  discredited  in  South  Dakota  for  at  least  20  years,  and 
still  a handful  of  urban  Indians  claim  to  be  leaders,  and  talk  the  big  talk 
of  Warriors.  No.  We  do  not  even  know  charlatans  like  Ward  Churchill  around 
here.  This  has  nothing  to  do  with  partisanship,  or  whether  we  are 
pro-Minneapolis  AIM  or  Denver  AIM,  Inc. 

"As  a Canadian  elder  said  in  a dispatch  to  us,  '...when  Anna  Mae's  name 
is  cleared,  AIM  will  lose  the  cancer  that  has  polluted  it  and  tried  to  turn 
it  into  AIM  INC. ' 

"We  support  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Mi'qmaw  elders  and  the  Pictou 
family,  especially  Robert  Branscombe-Pictou,  to  expose  these  facts  and 
document  the  case  against  the  accused  killers,  and  to  provide  convincing 
evidence.  We  know  it  was  dangerous  for  him  to  go  public  and  announce  the 
truth,  as  there  are  still  many  violent  and  unprincipled  people  loose  on  our 
homelands.  Native  and  non-Native  alike,  doing  the  dirty  work  of  the 
Pigs-for-Hire.  We  honor  you.  Brother! 

"We  demand  the  accused  participants  in  the  heinous  Tribunal  of  Anna  Mae 
to  come  forward  and  clear  their  names  with  the  facts  - if  they  can.  We  know 
of  the  implications  of  Thelma  Rios  and  Bruce  Ellison,  who  still  reside  in 
Rapid  City,  in  this  case  as  well  as  the  Peltier  case,  and  their  direct 
connection  with  Dennis  Banks  and  his  associates,  including  Kevin  McKiernan 
who  supplied  Banks'  false  alibi  (and  which  was  repeated  stupidly  by  Peter 
Matthiessen  in  his  deeply  flawed  book  'In  The  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse')  while 
he  was  100  miles  away  in  Oglala  taping  and  photographing  the  Firefight.  He 
could  not  be  in  2 places  at  once,  Dennis.  Bruce  has  played  the  tapes  and 
bragged  that  he  knew  who  the  "real  killers"  were,  but  has  arrogantly  refused 
to  talk  all  these  years.  Why?  If  you  are  clean,  please  prove  it.  Otherwise, 


you  are  playing  into  the  FBI's  hands  and  they  are  surely  laughing  at  all  of 
us,  like  they  laughed  when  they  murdered  women  and  children  at  Waco  and 
Ruby  Ridge  and  many  places  on  Pine  Ridge. 

"As  far  as  we  know,  only  Vernon  Bellecourt  has  issued  an  official 
denial  in  a Canadian  newspaper.  Quote:  'We  believe  very  strongly  that  the 
FBI  and  other  government  agencies  on  the  periphery,  were  using  extremist 
informants  to  set  up  what  has  been  characterized  as  the  execution  death  of 
Anna  Mae  Aquash. ' Unquote.  Is  that  all,  Vernon?  WHO  exactly  are  those 
'extremist  informants'?  Enough  of  the  generic  rhetoric. 

"To  Dohn  Trudell  - please  end  your  silence.  We  know  your  paranoia  is 
awful,  but  you  MUST  tell  us  everything  and  clear  yourself  before  the 
Spirits.  It's  the  only  way. 

"Wakan  Inyan  will  forgive  you,  even  if  men  do  not.  AIM  is  nothing. 

Truth  is  everything.  Hau." 

Anna ' s Archive 
AIM 

This  site  is  maintained  by  IS  Dill. 

"RE : Anna  Mae,  My  Questions"  

Date:  Fri,  01  Oct  1999  10:11:02  -0500 
From:  Ilze  Choi  <brinumi@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : My  Questions 

The  charges  made  by  the  Lakota  Oyate  in  their  press  statement  are  very 
serious  and  shocking.  I do  not  think  such  charges  should  be  made  to  the 
public  without  specifics.  It  is  doubtful  that  many  people  know  what  is 
being  referred  to  here  but  the  consequences  are  bound  to  be  damaging  to 
the  accused.  This  is  particularly  harmful  to  Leonard  Peltier  who  is  in 
such  a vulnerable  position. 

This  press  statement  is  grossly  unfair.  If  a crime  has  been  committed 
by  any  persons  this  should  be  handled  in  a court  of  law,  not  in  a public 
forum  on  the  internet.  I don't  think  that  anyone,  innocent  or  guilty, 
would  or  should  submit  themselves  to  trial  by  unknown  persons  in  such  a 
public  way.  Those  making  these  charges  ought  to  know  that.  All  that  is 
achieved  here  is  to  slander  the  accused.  Is  this  the  objective? 

I have  some  questions  about  the  statement  itself.  I will  quote  parts 
of  the  statement  and  follow  that  with  my  questions.  The  quote  from  the 
statement  will  be  enclosed  with  <<  >>  marks  and  my  questions  will  be 
designated  with  "Question." 

<<<Traditional  elders  of  the  Lakota  Nation  have  drafted  a press  release, 
in  response  to  the  recent  information  from  the  elders  of  the  Mi'qmaw 
Nation  about  the>>>> 

QUESTION:  Who  are  these  elders?  What  are  their  names?  I think  the 
accused  should  know  who  their  accusers  are  and  the  public  should  know 
that  people  support  the  statement  by  giving  their  names.  We  all  put  our 
names  to  protests  or  statements  when  we  support  something.  Names  give 
statements  legitimacy.  On  the  other  hand,  nameless  accusations  are 
un-democratic  and  medieval. 

<<<involvement  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  leadership,  in 
collaboration  with  the  FBI  and  other  US  governmental  agencies,  in  the 
murder  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash>>> 

QUESTION:  Specifically,  how  was  AIM  involved  with  or  in  collaboration 
with  the  FBI  in  the  murder  of  Anna  May  Aquash?  Most  importantly  WHY? 

The  FBI,  from  all  accounts  in  numerous  books  and  articles,  was  after  AIM 
to  destroy  it.  This  charge  seems  bizarre. 

<<<<This  is  in  response  to  a press  conference  in  Ottawa,  Canada  held 
September  16  by  the  Pictou  family,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations.  >>>> 


QUESTION:  Has  Philip  Fontaine,  the  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  endorsed  this  statement? 

<<<This  is  a draft  from  the  only  legal  and  spiritual  Government  of  the 
Lakota  Oyate,  in  Alliance  with  the  Mato  Paha  Okolokiciye  and  the 
Dakota/Nakota  traditional  Oyates,  as  well  as  the  signatories  of  the  1851 
Ft.  Laramie/Dog  Creek  Treaty  These  include  the  8 district  Itanscan  and 
many  tiyospayes  and  their  leaders  and  spokesmen  and  women,  who  declared 
Independence  on  Mato  Paha  (Bear  Butte),  where  only  the  truth  can  be  told, 
on>>> 

QUESTION:  Again,  for  the  benefit  of  non  Indians  such  as  myself  and  many 
others  not  familiar  with  the  Pine  Ridge  community,  can  these 
organizations  be  described?  Who  are  the  members?  As  mentioned, 
nameless  accusers  can  say  anything  because  no  one  can  challenge  them, 
especially  when  the  accusations  are  also  vague. 

<<"We  demand  that  the  leadership  of  AIM  come  forward  and  tell  the  full 
detailed  story  of  what  happened  here  in  the  1970s,  and  especially  the 
events  of  1975  surrounding  the  firefight  on  the  lumping  Bull  property, 
and  the>>>> 

QUESTION:  How  come  the  accusers,  people  supposedly  living  on  Pine  Ridge, 
do  not  know  what  happened  in  the  1970's?  What  is  implied  here  is  that 
there  was  some  criminal  activity  not  described  in  the  many  books  and 
other  accounts  of  the  tragic  happenings  of  the  1970's.  If  so,  the 
accusers  should  state  what  they  suspect.  What,  specifically,  do  the 
accusers  know  that  leads  them  to  make  this  demand  of  the  accused?  And, 
do  they  expect  the  accused  to  answer  them  here  on  the  internet?  Do  they 
expect  answers  when  no  specific  charges  have  been  made?  This  is  like 
saying  we  know  you  have  done  something  wrong  but  we  won't  say  what  but 
tell  us  everything.  Is  this  a wise  way  to  deal  with  this? 

<<<We  want  to  know  everything  Dennis  Banks  did  on  lune  26,  1975,  and 
exactly  where  he  was  that  day  - for  we  have  the  transcript  of  his  Trial  in 
Custer  and  he  was  not  there  that  day,  so  he  has  no  alibi,  as  he  and  his 
apologists  have  always  claimed. >>>> 

He  was  not  where?  At  the  lumping  Bull  compound?  Alibi  for  which  time? 
Again,  what  is  he  SPECIFICALLY  suspected  of  doing  at  what  time?  What  is 
he  suspected  of?  It  is  unfair  to  make  vague  accusations  that  do  not 
clarify  anything  but  yet  cast  suspicion  on  a person. 

<<<"Exactly  what  does  Leonard  Peltier  know,  and  why  does  he  refuse  to  this 
day  to  reveal  the  full  story,  even  though  he  has  been  rotting  in  American 
prisons  all  these  years?>>>> 

QUESTION:  Again,  what  is  being  indirectly  said  here?  Why  would  Leonard 
Peltier  do  this? 

<<<<when  so  many  of  our  people  have  been  killed  and  are  still  dying  because 
of  this  paranoia,  distrust,  deceit,  greed,  and  egotism  of  the  AIM  leaders. << 

QUESTION:  Is  this  referring  to  the  many  deaths  in  the  1970' s?  Weren't  the 
majority  of  the  victims  AIM  members  or  supporters  who  were  killed  by  the 
GOONS?  Is  AIM  responsible  for  what  the  GOONS  did?  And  what  is 
meant  by  people  still  dying?  Who  has  been  killed  and  who  is  suspected? 

How  SPECIFICALLY  is  AIM  responsible  for  the  deaths  and  which  deaths  and 
when?  This  is  a thoroughly  mysterious  statement. 

<<<<"If  you  are  innocent,  Dennis,  say  so  to  the  world,  and  give  us  the  exact 
names,  places,  dates,  and  all  the  details  of  these  terrible  tragedies  we  are 
still  suffering  from.>>> 


QUESTION:  Innocent  of  what?  Is  he  accused  of  murdering  Anna  Mae  Aquash? 


What  "names,  places  and  dates"?  From  when?  And  what  terrible  tragedies 
"we  are  still  suffering  from"?  What  details,  what  "tragedies  we  are  still 
suffering  from"?  This  is  one  of  the  most  cryptic  of  the  statements. 

<<<<AIM  is  not  trusted  on  our  Reservations-Concentration  Camps  anymore, 
because  of  the  deceit  and  double-dealing,  and  the  many  stories  of  your 
corruption  with  our  young  girls,  violence  to  our  men,  millions  of 
dollars  of  donations  that  have  never  trickled  down  to  the  People. >>>> 

QUESTION:  "Reservation-Concentration  Camps"?  Do  the  people  making  this 
statement  want  to  abolish  the  reservation?  From  what  I understand, 
reservations  are  treaty  lands,  the  homelands  of  the  Indian  nations  and 
the  reason  they  are  such  hard  places  to  live  in  is  because  of  the 
colonialist  policies  of  the  US  government.  Unlike  real  concentration 
camps,  people  are  free  to  leave  which  is  precisely  what  the  government 
has  mostly  wanted  and  therefore  has  never  been  interested  in  helping 
Indian  communities  to  thrive  on  their  land. 

What  violence  has  AIM  done  to  the  men?  What  is  the  specific  charge  here? 
And  what  millions  of  dollars  of  donations?  Does  anyone  have  records  to 
prove  that  millions  of  dollars  have  been  donated?  During  which  dates? 

What  were  the  donations  for  and  how  is  AIM  suspected  of  using  them? 

<<<<<We  do  not  even  know  charlatans  like  Ward  Churchill  around  here. >>>>> 

What  does  Ward  Churchill  have  to  do  with  this?  And  specifically 
how  is  he  a charlatan?  This  is  another  example  of  an  unspecified 
accusation.  And  considering  what  he  has  written  and  how  his  writings 
have  pointed  out  the  immorality  of  US  policy  towards  Indian  nations, 
denigrating  him  seems  senseless. 

<<<Peter  Matthiessen  in  his  deeply  flawed  book  'In  The  Spirit  of  Crazy 
Florse ' >>>> . 

Deeply  flawed?  Give  specifics  on  the  flaws.  Deeply  flawed  is  a serious 
charge  meaning  that  most  of  the  book  is  not  to  be  believed.  It  is 
grossly  unfair  to  make  such  sweeping  judgements  without  providing  a 
list  of  specific  examples  - all  of  them  - to  prove  where  it  is  deeply 
flawed.  Flow  many  mistakes  are  there?  On  what  page?  Or  do  you  question 
Mr.  Matthiessen ' s point  of  view?  If  so  where,  in  your  opinion,  is  he 
wrong? 

<<<<you  are  playing  into  the  FBI's  hands  and  they  are  surely  laughing  at 
all  of  us,  like  they  laughed  when  they  murdered  women  and  children  at  Waco 
and  Ruby  Ridge  and  many  places  on  Pine  Ridge. >>>> 

Here  the  statement  is  inconsistent.  Previously,  AIM  is  accused  of 
causing  the  murders.  Now  it  is  the  FBI.  Also,  it  is  so  obvious  that  the 
FBI  will  be  greatly  pleased  and  gratified  by  this  press  statement  since 
this  press  statement  condemns  its  old  enemy,  AIM,  and  indirectly 
discredits  Leonard  Peltier. 

<<<<"To  John  Trudell  - please  end  your  silence.  We  know  your  paranoia  is 
awful,  but  you  MUST  tell  us  everything  and  clear  yourself  before  the 
Spirits.  It's  the  only  way.  "Wakan  Inyan  will  forgive  you,  even  if  men  do 
not.  AIM  is  nothing.  Truth  is  everything.  Hau. ">>>>. 

QUESTION:  Silence  about  what?  What  is  he  accused  of?  Clear  himself  of 
what?  This  is  grossly  unfair  and  unjust  to  make  such  insinuations  of 
serious  wrong-doing  without  specifying  and  yet  demanding  to  tell 
"everything  and  clear  yourself."  Also,  since  Mr.  Trudell  lost  his 
entire  family  to  a suspicious  fire  shortly  after  challenging  the 
authority  of  the  US  government,  it  is  vicious  to  accuse  him  of  "awful 
paranoia . " 


I pose  my  questions  without  expecting  an  answer.  I also  do  not  expect 


the  accused  people  to  answer.  The  internet  cannot  serve  as  a courtroom. 
No  matter  what  the  truth  is,  we  will  not  learn  it  here  and  I repeat  my 
belief  that  is  is  very  unjust  to  accuse  people  of  terrible  things 
knowing  they  cannot  prove  or  disprove  anything  on  a forum  such  as  this. 
All  this  accomplishes  is  to  to  slander  the  accused.  Unnamed  accusers 
making  generalized,  vague,  unspecified  charges  is  a frightening  thing. 

I would  not  want  it  done  to  me  and  I don't  think  the  accusers  would  want 
it  done  to  them. 

This  is  an  example  of  the  dark  aspect  of  the  internet.  How  do  you  know 
who  to  trust? 

Ilze  Choi 


"RE : About  AnnaMae,  My  Opinion"  

Date:  Fri,  01  Oct  1999  00:13:55  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : About  AnnaMae  - My  opinion 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . 

I have  given  a lot  of  thought  & much  prayer  to  the  post  by  Leonard  about 
his  read  on  the  AnnaMae  press  conference  posting  I put  up  on  this  ng  a 
while  ago.  My  commitment  to  do  the  right  thing  is  unwavering,  as  is  my 
commitment  to  do  whatever  I can  to  help  Leonard  be  free.  I realize  what  he 
is  saying  has  weight  & out  of  my  feelings  of  great  respect  for  him,  which 
is  also  unwavering,  I want  to  say  the  following  about  this  matter. 

First  of  all,  my  involvement  in  AnnaMae' s story  from  1975-1997  was  limited 
to  hoping  & praying  that  AnnaMae 's  killers  would  be  found  out.  In  February 
of  98  I was  told  to  look  at  the  AnnaMae  archive  on  Iordan  Dill's  site,  & 
found  Bob  Pictou-Branscombe ' s shattering  allegations.  I contacted  the 
Pictou  family  & offered  to  take  care  of  those  named.  My  offer  was  refused, 
the  family  asking  instead  that  I help  move  the  investigation  forward  here 
in  Canada.  This  I solemnly  promised  to  them  & have  done  so  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  using  all  of  my  political  & other  contacts  - AT  THE  REQUEST  OF 
THE  PICTOU  FAMILY. 

In  my  entire  life  I have  never,  ever  talked  to  any  cop  or  badge,  other 
than  giving  my  name  & d.o.b.  while  wearing  handcuffs  and/or  leg-irons  or 
getting  a traffic  ticket,  except  for  ONE  time  in  Feb  of  1998  when  I 
brought  the  information  from  the  Pictou  family  to  the  RCMP  as  was 
requested  of  me,  & I made  sure  to  bring  a neutral  witness  from  a Christian 
church  with  her  own  tape  recorder  along.  I know  how  the  cops  twist  things 
so  this  was  my  protection.  (Those  tapes  are  in  the  custody  of  that  church 
& are  also  available  in  written  transcript,  along  with  the  coordinates  of 
that  neutral  witness,  to  anyone  who  may  need  to  hear  them). 

My  ONLY  condition  throughout  this  gut-wrenching  work  has  always  been  that 
if  this  turned  out  to  be  ANY  kind  of  campaign  to  "get  AIM"  or  especially 
if  ANY  part  of  this  process  even  hinted  at  any  wrongdoing  by  Leonard 
Peltier  in  any  way,  then  I would  immediately  not  only  withdraw  my  support 
& assistance  but  also  do  whatever  I could  to  sink  the  whole  campaign.  I am 
1000%  certain  that  Leonard  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  what  was  done 
to  AnnaMae.  (I  have  copies  of  letters  I exchanged  with  the  family  on  that 
point  that  I can  & will  share  with  anyone  if/when  necessary) . 

If  anyone  thinks  that  I or  anyone  else  working  to  bring  out  the  truth  in 
AnnaMae' s kidnapping,  rape  & murder  is  doing  so  for  profit  or  glory  or  as 
part  of  some  fantastic  COINTELPRO  plot,  it  would  mean  that  the  entire 
Pictou  family  & dozens  of  'witnesses'  who  have  given  depositions  & 
testimony  to  date  are  ALL  in  on  such  a conspiracy,  a premise  that  is  too 
wild  to  consider  seriously.  As  for  glory,  what  glory  is  there  in  having 
the  dirty  laundry  of  the  Nations  displayed  in  public,  where  we  know  every 
right-wingnut  is  going  to  use  the  all-too  human  tragedy  to  paint  every 
Indian  black  with  it  for  weeks?  But  what  choice  is  left,  since  those  of 
the  Nations  who  know  the  truth  won't  step  forward  & tell  the  truth? 

Months  ago  I suggested  to  Leonard  to  take  legal  precautions  when  I heard 
that  there  was  the  possibility  that  Bob  would  be  writing  a book  on  the 


investigation  of  AnnaMae's  murder.  He  told  me  that  he'd  already  heard 
about  it  & taken  such  precautions.  (My  correspondence  to  that  effect  is 
also  on  file  & I can  share  it  all  if/when  necessary) . I do  not  know  if 
this  was  just  talk  or  if  there  is  really  a book  in  the  works,  & quite 
honestly  at  this  point  I don't  care  as  long  as  the  truth  comes  out  before 
it  is  written,  so  that  any  such  writing  can  be  based  on  proven  facts  & not 
just  allegations  or  rumors. 

Leonard  had  also  told  me  of  Bob  Pictou  Branscombe's  asking  him  to  snitch  & 
lie.  I agreed  with  him  that  such  behavior  was  & remains  revolting.  The 
Pictou  family,  as  I & thousands  of  others  want  the  real  truth  to  come  out, 
not  more  fabrications  or  lies.  Bob  responded  by  telling  me  that  Leonard 
misunderstood  what  he  was  saying,  so  I dropped  the  matter. 

I have  spoken  with  Bob  about  20-25  times  regarding  the  efforts  I made  & 
continue  to  make  to  get  the  political  & popular  support  up  here  in  Canada 
that  seems  necessary  to  break  this  case  open.  I repeat  that  this  is  what 
the  Pictou  family  asks  of  me;  that  I coordinate  any  & all  action  with  Bob 
Pictou-Branscombe.  I do  not  know  him  well  enough  yet  to  say  more  than  he 
is  very  committed  & brave.  I trust  the  Pictou  family  to  be  the  best  judge 
of  Bob's  trustworthiness,  & they  tell  me  they  trust  him  & want  me  to  work 
with  him  as  well  as  others  who  are  helping  the  family  with  this.  If  it  was 
strictly  a "Bob  Pictou-Branscombe"  effort  I would  have  pulled  away  from 
all  this  long  ago  because  there  are  things  he  says  that  don't  make  much 
sense  to  me,  that  make  me  'uncomfortable'.  I have  been  100%  up  front  with 
him  about  my  discomfort  & shared  it  with  a few  others  I trust,  even  at 
LPDC.  (My  correspondence  to  that  effect  is  also  on  file  & I can  share  it 
all  if/when  necessary) . 

Throughout  the  whole  ordeal  to  date,  there  has  been  one  and  only  one  major 
target  in  my  own  sights,  & that  has  been  SA  David  Price,  the  spider  who  is 
at  the  center  of  the  web  of  evil  for  Leonard's  conviction  as  well  as  the 
death  of  AnnaMae  & hundreds  of  other  First  Nation  people,  mostly  Lakotas. 

FBI  SA's  Woods,  Stoldt,  Coward  & at  least  3 others  are  also  in  all  of  this 
death-dealing  up  to  their  necks.  The  actual  rapist/killers  of  AnnaMae  & 
their  'directors'  inside  the  movement  were  & still  are  nothing  but  pawns 
being  moved  by  Price  to  do  his  dirty  work  & then  to  cover  it  up.  I believe 
this  with  my  whole  heart. 

Now  on  to  the  nitty-gritty. . . 

My  post  on  the  Ottawa  press  conference  called  by  the  Pictou  family  & the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  was  clearly  stated  to  be  a report.  I reported  on 
what  was  said,  clearly  indicating  "..  as  told  to  me  and  to  the  world.."  & 

"I  am  told".  Although  I have  never  hidden  my  passion  for  the  truth,  that 
AnnaMae's  name  be  finally  cleared  & that  she  finally  have  the  dignity  & 
honor  due  to  her  that  was  smeared  by  her  killers,  & how  much  anger  I have 
for  the  way  they  betrayed  her  & hurt  her,  I have  never  stated  my  own 
opinions  of  who  the  guilty  might  be.  So  I will  share  my  own  personal 
opinion  on  this  now.  I emphasize  that  this  is  strictly  my  own  opinion. 

Of  those  named  in  the  report,  I personally  do  not  believe  that  either 
John  Trudell  or  Leonard  Crow  Dog  were  involved  in  the  killing  of  AnnaMae, 
although  I am  confident  that  they  each  could  bring  light  to  the  darkness 
surrounding  the  case.  Dennis  Banks,  as  far  as  I know,  heard  about  AnnaMae 
being  "questioned"  before  she  was  killed,  yet  he  either  didn't  realize 
what  was  about  to  happen  or  was  scared  away  from  acting  to  stop  it  by 
'bigger  people'.  He  too  could  shed  much  light  on  the  darkness.  I am 
baffled  by  his  silence,  unless  he  too  is  scared  for  his  life,  or  scared  of 
the  truth.  I do  not  know  which. 

Of  the  others  named  that  day  of  the  Ottawa  press  conference,  I believe 
that  AnnaMae  was  tied  up  at  Troy  Lynn  Yellow  Wood's  house  in  Denver.  I 
believe  that  Theda  Nelson  Clark,  Arlo  Looking  Cloud  & HohnBoy  Patten 
picked  up  AnnaMae  from  the  house  of  Troy  Lynn  Yellow  Wood  in  Denver,  drove 
her  to  Rapid  City,  to  the  apartment  of  Thelma  Rios  where  she  was  (still 
tied  up)  slapped  around  to  get  her  to  "confess"  to  being  a snitch,  & that 
both  Arlo  & later  HohnBoy  raped  her  while  she  was  there.  I believe  that 
Clyde  Bellecourt  visited  that  apartment  while  AnnaMae  was  being  held  there 
(10-11  Dec  1975)  & that  Bruce  Ellison,  Ted  Means  & Herb  Powless  did  too.  I 
believe  that  during  the  still-dark  morning  hours  of  12  December,  1975, 


Theda,  Anlo  & DohnBoy  took  AnnaMae  to  that  ravine  out  by  Wanblee  & killed 
her  in  cold  blood.  And,  to  date,  that  is  all  I believe  about  the  people 
named  the  day  of  the  press  conference  in  Ottawa.  Now  it  is  for  these 
people  to  answer  to  the  allegations  made  with  statements  telling  the  world 
otherwise. 

I also  believe  that  AnnaMae  was  tied  up  & raped  because  the  second 
autopsy  (report  by  Dr.  Garry  Peterson)  definitely  found  evidence  that 
"sexual  activity"  with  marks  compatible  with  rape  was  present  (&  samples 
were  taken  & are  currently  being  used  to  match  DNA),  & b)  Dr.  Peterson's 
report  also  clearly  states  that  there  were  marks  of  rope  having  been  tightly 
bound  at  the  precise  location  on  both  wrists  where  they  had  been  severed 
during  the  previous  autopsy.  Which  is  also  the  logical  explanation  as  to 
why  AnnaMae' s entire  hands  were  cut  off  (at  FBI  agent  David  Price's  order) 
rather  than  just  the  normal  practice  of  severing  fingertips  to  get  a 
fingerprint  ID. 

I have  also  had  shared  with  me  (but  do  not  have  copies  of)  over  60  pages 
containing  the  statements  made  in  secret  Grand  Dury  testimony  by  Arlo 
Looking  Cloud  wherein  he  testifies  that  he  participated  in  the  kidnapping, 
rape  & murder  of  AnnaMae  Pictou-Aquash  & that  she  was  "ordered"  killed 
because  she  was  about  to  give  testimony  or  make  public  statements  "..  that 
would  free  Leonard  Peltier"  & would  have  "blown  the  cover"  of  two 
"highly-placed  FBI  informers  in  AIM  leadership"  at  the  time.  Arlo's 
testimony  also  stated  that  he  was  at  the  Dumping  Bull  compound  on  26  Dune 
1975  & he  names  two  individuals  who  he  says  actually  killed  the  two  FBI 
agents  for  which  Leonard  stands  convicted.  (And  no  matter  who  did  the 
point-blank  shooting,  I also  believe  that  the  deaths  of  those  two  agents 
was  100%  self-defense,  no  matter  who  did  it.)  I believe  that  this 
testimony  by  Arlo  is  the  reason  he  says  he  has  immunity  from  prosecution  & 
also  why  that  Grand  Dury  hearing  into  Annamae's  death  was  stayed  & the 
transcripts  sealed  into  secrecy.  Leonard  was  already  convicted  & in  a cell 
when  this  Grand  Dury  was  convened. 

And  that  is  what  I believe.  This  is  all  -I  repeat  - my  entirely  personal 
opinion  based  on  what  I have  been  told  & shown  by  many  over  the  past  25 
years,  especially  during  the  past  2 years. 

I also  repeat  that  I will  never  do  anything  that  may  bring  harm  to 
Leonard  Peltier  & that  I will  continue  to  do  whatever  I can,  whenever  I 
can  to  push  for  his  freedom  even  if  he  doesn't  want  me  to  do  so.  Dust  as  I 
have  been  doing  for  almost  a quarter  century.  I take  no  orders  from  anyone 
on  how  I should  act  & what  is  right  or  wrong.  As  "an  army  of  one"  I am  my 
own  general.  I have  done  nothing  to  feel  the  least  bit  of  shame  about  in 
all  of  this,  & if  I am  killed  tomorrow  then  I die  with  head  held  high,  with 
the  knowledge  that  I have  lived  true  to  my  pipe  & to  those  that  have 
guided  me  every  day  for  decades. 

AIM  will  grow  & thrive  no  matter  how  this  mess  unfolds,  no  matter  who 
is  found  to  be  the  guilty  parties  "beyond  any  shadow  of  doubt"  in  the 
kidnapping,  rape  & murder  of  AnnaMae  Pictou-Aquash.  AIM  will  not  be 
destroyed  because  the  thousands  that  are  AIM  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
acts  of  a few  scumbags,  whoever  those  scumbags  are  found  to  be  other  than 
the  three  who  have  confessed.  And  I am  sure  that  the  "producers/directors" 
of  this  entire  tragic  episode  in  the  lands  of  the  Lakota  in  1972-1977  - 
the  death-dealers  in  the  FBI  offices  at  Minneapolis  & Rapid  City  - will  be 
uncovered  & will  finally  pay  for  their  heinous  crimes  as  a result.  And  I 
remain  100%  convinced  that  the  evidence  brought  out  at  the  trials  of  the 
guilty  WILL  definitely  show  that  Leonard  Peltier  is  entirely  innocent  of 
the  crime  for  which  he  was  railroaded. 

In  closing,  I will  tell  you  that  I have  prayed  long  & hard  after  reading 
Leonard's  words.  His  words  & opinions  mean  very  much  to  me,  & to  have  him 
attack  me  tore  my  heart  out.  So  after  praying  I have  decided  that  I am 
going  to  try  & meet  in  council  with  as  many  of  the  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota 
elders  as  possible  in  the  next  few  weeks.  I will  put  all  I have  been  told 
& shown  in  front  of  them,  as  well  as  letting  them  judge  my  character  for 
themselves.  I will  abide  by  what  they  tell  me  they  feel  is  the  best  course 
of  action,  even  if  that  means  breaking  my  promise  of  help  & support  to  the 
Pictou  family.  I wish  that  all  of  this  could  have  been  taken  care  24  years 
ago  by  the  traditions  handed  down  to  the  Nations  concerned  by  their 


grandfathers.  There  are  no  "winners"  in  any  court  of  law,  & it  saddens  me 
much  that  the  laws  & "legal  systems"  that  served  for  thousands  of  years 
are  being  ignored.  Maybe  with  the  elders  of  the  Nations  concerned,  the 
elders  of  the  families  that  make  up  each  Nation  & the  guidance  & help  of 
the  grandfathers,  the  truth  will  finally  come  out.  As  it  should  have  24 
years  ago. 

That  is  all  I have  to  say. 
masi:cho  for  listening... 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Anna  Mae,  Peltier,  & the  Old  Man"  

Date:  Fri,  01  Oct  1999  19:45:49  -0500 
From:  Suyeta  <evb@vallnet . com> 

Sub j : Anna  Mae,  Peltier,  & the  Old  Man 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  is  hard  to  say.  But  I'm  bound  to  say  it.  I know  the  old  man.  I 
trust  him  & I love  him.  I'm  painfully  aware  of  what  every  word  has  cost 
him  --  and  I'm  referring  to  just  the  cost  within.  I knew  beforehand  what 
was  to  be  said  & I can  assure  you  that  no  one  would've  even  dreamed  of  thi 
turn  of  events,  especially  Old  Flint. 

Let  me  tell  you  something  --  this  sort  of  unsubstantive  blanket 
condemnation  has  gotten  more  than  a few  Indians  shot  & you  can  start  that 
list  with  Anna  Mae.  I'm  having  a very  hard  time  understanding  why  Peltier 
would  have  anything  to  do  with  such  flailing  invective.  I find  nothing 
about  the  statement  characteristic  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

To  consider  that  Anna  Mae  was  murdered  because  she  was  a skilled 
organizer  & a good  leader  is  just  silly.  It's  also  demeaning  of  her 
sacrifice.  Continued  secrecy  about  what  happened  to  Anna  Mae  is  no  longer 
justifiable.  It  never  was  justifiable  because  the  motive  for  it  was  a lie 
A generation  was  led  to  believe  that  (a)  Anna  Mae  was  killed  by  well- 
intentioned  loyalists  acting  on  bad  (planted)  information  or  (b)  she  was 
killed  by  loyalists  because  she  was  a traitor  & it  was  therefore  important 
for  political  & supportive  reasons  to  cover  that  up.  Both  of  these  are 
lies,  which  means  that  the  premise  for  the  secrecy  is  & was  always  the 
protection  of  the  personal  reputation  & integrity  of  certain  individuals. 
Trotting  out  the  ubiquitous  spook,  the  goon/fed  spy,  can't  be  good  enough 
anymore.  Maintaining  the  secrecy  won't  do  anymore.  Many  others  were 
murdered  in  those  days,  that's  true,  and  I don't  believe  the  first  case 
will  be  solved  until  we  solve  this  one,  until  we  know  about  Anna  Mae.  The 
movement  is  not  guilty  of  the  crime,  but  we're  guilty  of  the  time.  The 
movement  did  not  kill  Anna  Mae,  but  the  movement  has  protected  the  truth 
about  those  who  did  for  these  many  years  due  to  this  self -referring 
infection  of  paranoia  which  cripples  us.  This  one  --  this  single  case  of 
murder  out  of  hundreds  --  is  Our  responsibility.  If  we  aren't  finally 
willing  to  do  this  for  Anna  Mae,  for  this  woman  who  was  loyal  to  YOU  & to 
ME  & to  the  movement,  for  this  woman  who  was  loyal  to  death,  then 
nothing's  changed  & bygod  nothing  ever  will.  This  one's  ours  alone. 

Maybe  the  biggest  snag  is  the  fear  that  we'll  find  Anna  Mae's  murder  was 
not  necessarily  unique,  as  we've  also  been  lead  to  believe.  That's  an 
inflammatory  thing  to  say,  right  there  --  but  can  we  deny  it?  How  can  we 
deny  it?  We  can't.  Nobody's  going  to  clear  this  one  up  for  us  because 
nobody  can.  We  either  want  to  know  ...  or  not. 

Branscombe's  allegations  are  right  there  --  rather  specific  & open  on 
the  table.  My  brother  the  old  man  reported  these  to  Peltier  (&  the  rest 
of  us)  because  he  believes  in  Peltier  (&  us)  & accepted  the  responsibility 
to  report  them.  If  anyone  can  specifically  refute  the  charges,  refute 
them.  If  anyone  knows  the  truth,  tell  the  truth.  But  the  old  smoke  & 
ill-defined  spooks  are  no  longer  acceptable.  If  these  things  are  not  the 
truth,  then  convince  us  to  not  believe  them  ...  & you  won't  find  anyone 
more  eager  to  hear  the  truth  than  the  old  man. 

Koga  Suyeta 


RE:  Native  Plant  Initiative 


Date:  Thu,  23  Sep  1999  12:42:58  -0600 

From:  CSKT  Preservation  Office  <sktpo@ronan.net> 

Sub  j : Native  Plant  Initiative 

Gary,  I was  wondering  if  you  knew  about  this  Initiative. 

[Editorial  comment:  The  goals  outlined  in  these  proposals  read  very 
much  like  the  things  Joseph  Winter  was  doing  at 
TNAT  before  the  University  of  New  Mexico  shut  him 
down.  I suggest  there  is  a reason  to  explore  these 
similarities,  and  invite  Professor  Winter's 
participation  before  re-inventing  the  project.] 

http://www.nps.gov/plants/index.htm 

I became  aware  of  this  Initiative  a few  years  ago,  and  had  some  concerns 
because  there  was  no  Tribal  representation  among  the  involved  parties.  When 
I was  notified  by  the  Tribal  College  that  tele  conferencing  was  going  to 
occur,  I contacted  Mary  Maruca  and  Julie  Lyke.  There  have  been  some  delays 
and  minor  obstacles  to  getting  more  tribes  and  tribal  people  involved. I 
mailed  out  packets  of  information  to  the  Montana  Tribes  and  the  Umatilla 
Tribe,  but  haven't  received  any  responses. 

I am  sending  two  drafts  of  the  evolving  strategy  for  your  consideration. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments,  or  referrals  you  can  contact  me  here  at 
the  Preservation  Office  email  or  home 
<dxn3353@montana . com> 

Sincerely,  Joanne  Bigcrane 

> Native  Plant  Conservation  Initiative 

> Medicinal  Plants  Working  Group 

> 

> Evolving  Strategy 

> 

> * * * DRAFT  (5/13/99)  * * * 

> 

> Recognizing  that  commercial  demands  may  cause  overharvesting  from  the 
wild,  the  Medicinal  Plants  Working  Group,  including  representatives  from 
industry,  government,  academia,  and  environmental  organizations,  aims  to 
create  a framework  for  discussion  and  action  on  behalf  of  medicinal  plants. 
The  group's  primary  focus  is  to  facilitate  action  on  behalf  of  species  of 
particular  conservation  concern  as  a means  to  balance  biological  and 
commercial  needs  and,  in  the  long  term,  avoid  regulatory  intervention. 

The  Working  Group  intends  to  raise  awareness  of  native  medicinal  plant 
issues  and  needs  among  partner  agencies  and  to: 

> 

> GENERATE  AND  SHARE  INFORMATION  REGARDING  SPECIES  OF  MEDICINAL  AND  ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE  AND  CONSERVATION  CONCERN  Develop  a list  of  all  such  plants 

> Assess  currently  available  information 

> Conduct  inventory  and  monitoring  of  native  medicinal  plants 

> Quantify  and  monitor  production,  consumption,  and  international 
trade  in  selected  species 

> Assess  the  volume,  intensity,  and  ecological  impact  of  harvesting 
from  the  wild  for  selected  species 

> Identify  additional  threats  to  native  medicinal  plants 

> Identify  native  medicinal  plants  of  particular  conservation  concern 
by  ecoregion 

> 

> PROMOTE  APPROPRIATE  CONSERVATION  MEASURES  FOR  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANTS 

> Develop  consensus  regarding  conservation  priorities 

> Develop  and  implement  conservation  strategies  for  species  of 
particular  concern 

> Incorporate  native  medicinal  plants  into  land  management  plans 

> Encourage  information  sharing  regarding  selected  medicinals  to 
better  enable  decision-makers  to  make  informed  decisions 

> Support  law  enforcement  and  the  development  of  new  methods  of  law 


enforcement 

> Work  closely  with  the  Public  Outreach  and  Education  Working  Group 

> Develop  a web  page  at  NPCI  on  this  working  group 

> Define  methods  of  harvesting  selected  species  from  the  wild  sustainably 

> Facilitate  the  articulation  and  use  of  a wild-crafting  ethic 

> 

> PROMOTE  SUSTAINABLE  PRODUCTION  OF  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  PRODUCTS 

> Identify  non-native  invasive  medicinals  for  wild  harvesting 

> Promote  research  to  support  commercial-scale  artificial  propagation  of 
native  medicinals 

> Encourage  artificial  propagation  of  native  medicinal  plants  as  appropriate 

> Identify  and  promote  market-based  incentives  for  consumption  of  products 
from  sustainable  sources 

> Identify  target  audiences  and  partners  for  information  sharing  (e.g., 
farmers  and  rural  development  experts) 

> Identify  commercial-scale  artificial  propagation  techniques  for  selected 
species 

> 

> INCREASE  PARTICIPATION  IN  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  CONSERVATION 

> Educate  policy-makers , consumers,  and  the  general  public  regarding  the 
status  and  importance  of  native  medicinal  plants  to  focus  attention  on 
this  issue  and  increase  its  profile 

> Identify,  quantify,  and  publicize  trends  in  the  status  of  native 
medicinal  plants,  including  cases  of  unsustainable  use,  and  the  benefits 
of  conservation 

> Promote  policy  reforms  and  alternative  consumer  behaviors  as  appropriate 

> Create  a database  of  experts  with  knowledge  of  specific  medicinal  plant 
species 

> 

> GENERATE  FINANCIAL  SUPPORT  FOR  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  CONSERVATION  PRODECTS 

> Identify  potential  funding  sources  for  coordinated  projects 

> Develop  and  present  project  proposals 

> Promote  the  establishment  of  a conservation  trust  fund  for  non-timber 
forest  products,  including  medicinal  plants 

> 

> primary  contact: 

> Dulie  Lyke 

> Plant  Conservation  Biologist 

> U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service/Office  of  Scientific  Authority 

> ph:  (703)  358-1708  x5054 

> fax:  (703)  358-2276 

> e-mail:  Dulie_Lyke@fws.gov 

> 

> next  meeting: 

> conference  call  on  Wednesday,  Dune  2,  1999 

> 10am-noon  EST 

> 

> call:  (703)  358-1915  or 

> 

> come  to: 

> US  FWS 

> Arlington  Square  Building 

> 4401  N.  Fairfax  Dr.,  Room  205 

> (near  the  Ballston  Metro  stop) 

> Native  Plant  Conservation  Initiative 

> Medicinal  Plants  Working  Group 

> 

> Evolving  Strategy 

> 

> * * * DRAFT  (7/16/99)  * * * 

> 

> Recognizing  that  commercial  demands  may  cause  overharvesting  from  the 
wild,  the  Medicinal  Plants  Working  Group,  including  representatives  from 
industry,  government,  academia,  and  environmental  organizations,  aims  to 


create  a framework  for  discussion  and  action  on  behalf  of  medicinal  plants. 
The  group's  primary  focus  is  to  facilitate  action  on  behalf  of  species  of 
particular  conservation  concern  as  a means  to  balance  biological  and 
commercial  needs  and,  in  the  long  term,  avoid  regulatory  intervention. 

The  Working  Group  intends  to  raise  awareness  of  native  medicinal  plant 
issues  and  needs  among  partner  agencies  and  to: 

> 

> GENERATE  AND  SHARE  INFORMATION  REGARDING  SPECIES  OF  MEDICINAL  AND  ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE  AND  CONSERVATION  CONCERN 

> - Develop  a list  of  all  such  plants 

> - Assess  currently  available  information  as  appropriate  to  the  objective 

> - Conduct  inventory  and  monitoring  of  native  medicinal  plants 

> - Quantify  and  monitor  production,  consumption,  and  international  trade 

in  selected  species 

> - Assess  the  volume,  intensity,  and  ecological  impact  of  harvesting  from 

the  wild  for  selected  species 

> - Identify  additional  threats  to  native  medicinal  plants 

> - Identify  native  medicinal  plants  of  particular  conservation  concern  by 

ecoregion 

> - Promote  research  to  increase  understanding  of  the  reproductive  biology 

and  genetic  diversity  of  native  medicinal  plants 

> - Promote  awareness  of  Tribal  concerns  and  policies  as  these  pertain  to 
confidentiality  of  information 

> 

> PROMOTE  APPROPRIATE  CONSERVATION  MEASURES  FOR  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANTS 

> - Develop  consensus  regarding  in  situ  and  ex  situ  conservation  priorities 

for  native  medicinal  plants 

> - Develop  and  implement  conservation  strategies  for  species  of  particular 

concern 

> - Incorporate  native  medicinal  plants  into  land  management  plans 

> - Encourage  information  sharing  regarding  selected  medicinals  to  better 

enable  decision-makers  to  make  informed  decisions 

> - Support  law  enforcement  and  the  development  of  new  methods  of  law 

enforcement 

> - Work  closely  with  the  Public  Outreach  and  Education  Working  Group 

> - Develop  a web  page  at  NPCI  on  this  working  group 

> - Define  methods  of  harvesting  selected  species  from  the  wild  sustainably 

> - Facilitate  the  articulation  and  use  of  a wild-crafting  ethic 

> - Access  current  and  planned  ex  situ  conservation  activities  for  native 

medicinal  plants  by  federal  agencies,  botanical  gardens.  Center  for 
Plant  Conservation,  etc. 

> 

> PROMOTE  SUSTAINABLE  PRODUCTION  OF  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  PRODUCTS 

> - Promote  research  in  support  of  commercial-scale  cultivation  and 

propagation  of  native  medicinals 

> - Encourage  sustainable  cultivation  and  propagation  of  native  medicinal 

plants  as  appropriate 

> - Identify  and  promote  market-based  incentives  for  consumption  of  products 

from  sustainable  sources 

> - Identify  non-native  invasive  medicinals  for  wild  harvesting 

> - Identify  target  audiences  and  partners  for  information  sharing  (e.g., 

farmers  and  rural  development  experts) 

> 

> INCREASE  PARTICIPATION  IN  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  CONSERVATION 

> - Educate  policy-makers,  consumers,  and  the  general  public  regarding  the 

conservation  status  and  importance  of  native  medicinal  plants  to  focus 
attention  on  this  issue  and  increase  its  profile 

> - Identify,  quantify,  and  publicize  trends  in  the  conservation  status  of 

native  medicinal  plants,  including  cases  of  unsustainable  use,  and  the 
benefits  of  conservation 

> - Promote  policy  reforms  and  alternative  consumer  behaviors  as  appropriate 

> - Create  a database  of  experts  with  knowledge  of  specific  medicinal  plant 

species 

> 

> ENCOURAGE  ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION  BY  TRIBES  AND  OTHER  GROUPS  THAT  SAFEGUARD 


TRADITIONAL  KNOWLEDGE  PERTAINING  TO  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANTS 

> Ethnobotany  is  multi-disciplinary.  To  discover  the  practical  potential  of 
native  plants  not  only  requires  knowledge  of  plants,  but  an  understanding 
and  sensitivity  to  the  dynamics  of  how  cultures  work.  By  observing  the 
intimate  and  harmonious  relationship  of  indigenous  cultures  to  their 
environment,  their  accumulated  knowledge  of  the  biodynamics  of  the  natural 
world,  and  their  traditions  of  stewardship  that  sustain  fragile  ecological 
balance,  scientists,  ethnobotanists,  and  others  can  gain  insight  into  the 
management  of  land  reserves,  plant  communities,  and  the  biodiversity  they 
sustain,  so  as  to  help  maintain  a balanced  ecosystem  for  future  generations. 

> 

> - Conserve  indigenous  plants  used  in  traditional  medicine,  ceremony  and 

ethnobotany 

> - Preserve  indigenous  knowledge,  culture  and  biodiversity. 

> - Support  sovereignty  through  the  Convention  on  Biological  Diversity 

> - Establish  medicinal  plant  reserves  dedicated  to  conserving  the  plants, 

providing  information  about  their  uses,  and  ensuring  a sustainable 
supply  for  future  extraction 

> - Establish  a ethnobotanical/ethnomedicinal  seed  bank  and  cooperative  seed 

bank  programs  for  exchange 

> 

> GENERATE  FINANCIAL  SUPPORT  FOR  NATIVE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  CONSERVATION  PR03ECTS 

> - Identify  potential  funding  sources  for  coordinated  projects 

> - Develop  and  present  project  proposals 

> - Promote  the  establishment  of  a conservation  trust  fund  for  non-timber 

forest  products,  including  medicinal  plants 

"RE : About  the  Navajo  Flopi  Land  Dispute"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  13:47:28  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : About  the  Navajo  - Flopi  Land  Dispute 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Information  forwarded  by  "FI.F.C.  Buma"  <hfcbuma@xs4all . nl> 

BIA  Propaganda  (verbatim) 

Rebuttal  by  A1  Swilling,  SENAA. 

The  10  Most  Asked  Questions 
About  the  Navajo  - Flopi  Land  Dispute 

Question:  What  exactly  is  this  so-called  dispute  about? 

Answer.  The  history  of  the  dispute  spans  more  than  100  years 
and  involves  numerous  pieces  of  Congressional  legislation  and  court 
cases.  In  essence,  it  the  1880's  the  federal  government  set  aside  2.2 
million  acres,  or  roughly  3,450  square  miles  of  an  area  larger  than  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  Flopi  Indians  and  such  other  Indians  as  the 
government  might  settle  thereon.  At  that  time,  the  Navajo  Reservation 
was  many  miles  to  the  east.  Over  the  years,  Navajos  moved  westward 
and  the  Navajo  Reservation  was  enlarged  several  time  until  it  surrounded 
the  Flopi  Reservation  and  encompassed  more  than  15  million  acres,  or 
23,500  square  miles  or  and  area  the  size  of  West  Virginia  or  Ireland. 

(The  Navajo  Reservation  is  larger  than  many  European  countries  such 
as  Switzerland,  Belgium  and  Denmark.) 

The  Navajos  began  to  use  the  Flopi  Reservation  almost  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  Flopi  Tribe.  Beginning  in  1958,  Congress  passed 
legislation  authorizing  the  Flopi  Tribe  to  adjudicate  its  rights  in  the 
land  in  the  federal  courts.  Ultimately,  the  courts  determined  both 
tribes  had  rights  in  the  land  and  that  the  best  solution  to  the  competing 
claims  was  to  "partition"  or  divide  the  land  between  the  two  tribes.  The 
land  was  divided  into  the  Flopi  Partitioned  Land  ( HP L ) and  the  Navajo 
Partitioned  Land  (NPL).  Thus,  the  dispute  over  ownership  to  the  land 
has  been  resolved.  The  remaining  dispute  is  how  to  move  the  Navajos 


living  on  the  HPL  onto  Navajo  lands.  (Few  Hopis  lived  on  the  NPL  and 
those  that  did  voluntarily  move  to  the  HPL  after  the  land  was  partitioned.) 

REBUTTAL: 

Here,  the  BIA  is  counting  on  those  who  read  its  response  not 
knowing  the  history  of  the  Dine'h,  because  they  are  not  telling  the 

whole  story.  Important  key  information  has  been  omitted  from  their 

version  of  the  story.  Refuting  this  response  requires  a brief  look  at 
history.  Once  the  history  is  known,  it  becomes  obvious  that  the  BIA 
response  above  is  a half  truth,  not  a lie,  but  clearly  a deception 
geared  at  portraying  the  BIA  as  benevolent  and  kind  and  the  Dine'h 

and  Hopi  as  being  ungrateful  and  childish.  When  all  the  facts  are 

known,  a completely  different  picture  emerges. 

The  truth  is,  when  explorers  first  encountered  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
(Navajo),  they  were  living  at  the  four  corners  area  and  occupied  much 
of  what  is  now  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  extending  into  what  is  now 
Colorado  and  Utah.  From  the  1500s  to  the  1800s,  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
coexisted  peacefully  in  the  area  that  the  BIA  says  is  now  the  center 
of  conflict  between  the  two  tribes. 

The  first  discord  in  Dine'h  and  Hopi  territory  was  with  the  Spanish, 
who  tried  to  take  over  the  area  but  were  driven  out  by  the  Hopi  and 
Dine'h.  The  subsequent  U.S.  Mexican  War  concluded  with  the  Treaty 
of  Guadeloupe  Hidalgo,  in  which  Mexico  ceded  the  Southwest,  which 
it  did  not  rightfully  own  to  cede,  to  the  U.S.,  which  agreed  never  to 
remove  the  Native  peoples. 

The  next  crisis  for  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  came  with  the  California  Gold 
Rush,  when  the  U.S.  declared  war  on  the  Navajo  because  they  were, 
in  essence,  in  the  way  of  the  greedy  prospectors  and  settlers  hoping 
to  strike  it  rich  in  California.  On  the  heels  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1863-64, 
Colonel  Kit  Carson,  on  contract  with  the  U.S.,  destroyed  Dine'h  crops 
and  livestock  and  forced  all  captured  Dine'h  on  the  infamous  400  mile 
trek  known  as  "The  Long  Walk"  to  Fort  Sumner  in  New  Mexico.  Thousands 
died  in  on  the  walk  and  the  survivors  were  held  in  captivity  in  concentration 
camps  whence  Hitler  received  his  inspiration  for  the  Nazi  concentration 
camps  where  so  many  lews  were  tortured  and  murdered. 

It  was  Carson's  intention  to  annihilate  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h,  but 
starvation  and  intolerable  conditions  forced  the  Dine'h  to  agree  to  the 
1868  Navajo  Treaty,  whereby  the  Dine'h  were  released  and  "given"  a 3.5 
million  acre  reservation  in  northwestern  New  Mexico--a  fraction  of  the  size 
of  their  original  homeland. 

Afterward,  in  1871,  the  U.S.  moved  the  department  of  "Indian 
Affairs"  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
and  changed  its  tactics  of  dealing  with  Indigenous  Americans  from 
worthless  treaties  and  open  genocide  to  education.  The  logic  was  to 
educate  the  culture  out  of  the  First  Americans.  Dine'h  and  children 
of  other  Indigenous  Nations  were  forcibly  removed  from  their  homes 
and  placed  in  "Indian  Schools,"  where  they  were  forbidden  to  speak 
their  native  language,  wear  their  hair  as  they  pleased,  practice  their 
religion,  or  do  anything  connected  with  their  traditional  culture.  If 
the  U.S.  government  could  not  kill  the  Dine'h  physically,  then  it 
would  kill  them  spiritually.  The  Dine'h  resisted. 

Between  1878  and  1882,  the  Dine'h  gained  back  a portion  of  their 
original  homeland  when  the  U.S.  government,  to  accommodate  the 
growth  of  the  tribe  and  respond  to  their  grazing  needs,  expanded 
the  Navajo  reservation  into  Arizona.  However,  as  the  Navajo  were 
expanding  and  gaining  back  some  of  their  traditional  homeland, 
the  Hopi,  who  had  never  signed  a treaty  with  nor  surrendered  to 
the  U.S.  government,  were  beginning  to  suffer  at  the  hands  of  the 
U.S.  government. 

In  1882,  President  Chester  A.  Arthur  signed  an  Executive  Order 
proclaiming  that  an  area  of  one  degree  latitude  by  one  degree 
longitude  in  northeastern  Arizona  would  be  the  Hopi  Reservation 
of  approximately  3.5  million  acres,  which  did  not  correlate  with  Hopi 
occupancy.  In  1884,  Hopi  religious  leaders  wrote  to  the  President 
challenging  his  authority  to  prescribe  any  boundaries  on  the  Hopi. 


This  action  placed  many  of  the  Hopi  sacred  sites  outside  the  U.S. 
government  imposed  Hopi  boundaries.  Likewise,  it  put  many  Dine'h 
sacred  sites  inside  Hopi  boundaries,  making  them,  by  U.S.  standards, 
inaccessible.  Dine'h  and  Hopi  ignored,  to  some  extent,  the  U.S. 
government  imposed  boundaries  which  had  resulted  in  many  Dine'h 
living  on  what  the  U.S.  government  considered  Hopi  land  and  many 
Hopi  living  on  Navajo  land. 

As  the  Dine'h  and  Hopi  were  dealing  with  this  newest  twist  of  the 
knife,  the  search  for  oil,  gas,  and  other  natural  resources  began. 
Between  1905  and  1923,  geological  surveys  revealed  the  wealth 
of  natural  resources  on  Dine'h  and  Hopi  land.  Mining  companies 
pressured  the  U.S.  government  to  grant  them  the  authority  to 
negotiate  contracts  and  leases  with  the  Dine'h  and  Hopi  so  they 
could  exploit  the  vast  resources.  In  1923,  at  Standard  Oil  Company's 
bidding,  the  United  States  government,  through  the  Department  of 
the  Interior's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  against  the  will  of 
the  Dine'h  people,  formed  the  first  "Navajo  Tribal  Council."  The  only 
action  that  the  council  was  allowed  to  take  was  to  authorize  an  Indian 
Agent  to  sign  mineral  leases  in  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council's  name. 

Thus  begins  plans  by  the  BIA  and  mining  companies  to  create  a 
diversion  and  fabricate  a "land  dispute"  between  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
in  order  to  give  the  government  an  excuse  to  step  in  and  settle  a 
conflict  that  only  existed  between  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  on  the  Tribal 
Council  level,  not  among  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  people.  The  Hopi  and 
Dine'h  were  crying  out  in  protest;  but  the  protests  of  the  people  were 
directed  at  the  BIA  and  the  mining  companies,  not  among  themselves. 
They  had  always  shared  the  area  as  their  home  and  sacred  lands,  it 
was  no  different  at  this  time;  but  the  gears  of  the  U.S.  government 
and  the  mining  companies  were  in  motion,  and  there  would  be  no 
stopping  them. 

In  response  to  the  1934  Indian  Reorganization  Act,  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  Harold  Ickes  formed  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  amid  the 
strong  resistance  of  traditional  people.  With  Ickes'  establishment 
of  nineteen  grazing  districts  on  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  reservations, 
he  declared  that  District  6,  an  area  immediately  surrounding  Hopi 
villages,  was  exclusively  Hopi.  Seven  years  later,  in  1943,  District  6 
was  enlarged  to  631,000  acres,  and  Dine'h  within  the  new  boundaries 
were  forced  to  move. 

Between  1946  and  1951,  the  Hopi  people  had  boycotted  the  puppet 
Hopi  Tribal  Council  out  of  existence;  but  it  was  reinstated  in  1951 
by  Peabody  attorney,  Hopi  Tribal  Councilman,  and  former  Mormon 
Archbishop,  John  Boyden.  From  1952  to  1957,  attorneys  Boyden 
and  Normal  Littell  (Navajo  Tribal  Council  attorney)  petitioned  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  partition  lands  outside  District  6.  In 
the  meantime,  Kerr-McGee  opened  a uranium  mill  on  Dine'h  land. 

In  1962,  a federal  court  upheld  the  1943  Hopi  boundaries,  saying 
that  only  Congress  has  the  power  to  partition  land.  The  court  ruled 
that  the  balance  of  the  reservation  established  in  1882  had  to  be 
shared  equally  by  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h.  This  became  the  Joint  Use 
Area  (JUA). 

In  1963,  Vanadium  Corporation  bought  the  uranium  mill  from 
Kerr-McGee.  Approximately  1.5  million  tons  of  ore  were  processed 
and  left  in  contaminated  waste  piles  covering  72  acres  next  to  the 
San  Juan  River  near  Shiprock,  NM.  Two  years  later.  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Stewart  Udall  begins  work  on  a plan  to  develop  water 
and  mineral  resources  in  the  Southwest. 

In  1966,  ignoring  the  objections  of  Hopi  traditional  and  spiritual 
leaders,  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  grants  35  year  lease  to  Peabody 
Coal  Company  to  develop  Black  Mesa. 

Between  1971  and  1974,  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act 
(PL93-531)  became  law.  Several  Arizona  Congressmen  and  Lawyers 
convinced  the  rest  of  Congress  that  the  "Land  Dispute"  had  become 
a bloody  "Range  War."  This  came  as  a shock  to  Navajo  and  Hopi  on 
the  JUA,  but  Congress  trusted  its  Western  Colleagues  and  they  signed 
into  Law  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act,  dividing  the  JUA  into 


Navajo  and  Hopi  halves  and  ostensibly,  solving  the  problem. 

There  followed  a 50/50  partition  of  the  lands,  with  the  boundary 
to  be  confirmed  by  District  Court,  90%  livestock  reduction;  and  a 
Relocation  Commission  to  implement  removal  of  Indians  living  on 
the  "wrong  side  of  the  fence"  was  established.  This  also  represented 
the  beginning  of  home  repair  and  home  construction  freeze. 

It  is  a widely  held  belief  that  the  Dispute  was  contrived  by 
Government  sponsored  and  styled  tribal  council  and  influential 
energy  interests  whose  sole  intent  was  to  clear  up  coal  and 
water  rights  on  the  1UA,  and  open  the  way  for  more  rapid  energy 
development.  Vast  quantities  of  oil,  uranium  and  coal  were  involved. 

For  the  timeline  of  these  developments,  see  the  chronology: 

URL:  http: //www. appli com . com/vbm/Chron . htm 

Question:  I have  heard  that  there  really  is  no  dispute,  that  the 
Navajos  and  Hopis  get  along  just  fine  with  each  other.  Is  this  true? 

Answer.  There  are  individual  Navajos  and  Hopis  that  get 
along  with  each  other  just  as  there  are  Irish  Catholics  and  Protestants 
and  Palestinians  and  Israelis  that  get  along.  Such  isolated  personal 
relationships,  however,  don  not  mean  that  there  is  no  dispute  in 
Northern  Ireland  or  that  there  is  no  Arab/Israeli  dispute  or  that  this 
is  no  dispute  between  the  Navajo  and  the  Hopis.  The  tribes  have 
profound  religious,  political  and  legal  differences. 

REBUTTAL: 

I am  unfamiliar  with  the  religious  beliefs  of  either  the  Hopi  or 
the  Dine'h  nation.  However,  I do  know  that  both  tribes  are,  by  nature, 
peaceful  people.  I also  know  that,  for  hundreds  of  years  before  the 
U.S.  government  or  the  BIA  existed,  and  for  hundreds  of  years  prior 
to  European  contact,  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  lived  together  in  peace  in 
the  Southwest,  in  and  around  the  four  corners  area.  The  rather  lame 
argument  that  the  reason  for  the  so-called  "land  dispute"  is  that  "The 
tribes  have  profound  political  and  legal  differences"  does  not  stand  up 
under  close  scrutiny.  In  fact,  though  there  probably  are  some  differences 
in  the  spiritual  beliefs  of  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h,  there  are  as  many 
similarities.  For  example,  almost  every  Indigenous  American  nation  on 
the  continent  believes  that  the  earth  is  our  Mother  and  Creator  is  our 
Divine  Father.  We  share  the  belief  that  Creator  put  each  of  our  nations 
on  this  Turtle  Island  in  the  particular  places  that  were  best  suited  for 
each  of  us.  We  share  the  belief  that  we  were  put  in  our  particular 
homeland  to  be  caretakers  of  that  land,  and  that  is  the  way  Creator 
intended  for  it  to  be.  Those  common  beliefs,  no  matter  how  their  other 
beliefs  may  differ,  are  exactly  why  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  were  able  and 
willing  to  co-exist  in  the  same  area  for  so  many  centuries. 

The  beliefs  of  the  Lakota  probably  differ  from  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
beliefs  far  more  than  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  beliefs  differ  from  each  other; 
yet  each  year  since  it  began,  the  Lakota  and  other  tribes  have  been  allowed 
to  come  to  Hopi  and  Dine'h  land  and  perform  the  Sundance  ritual.  In  spite 
of  the  vast  differences  among  the  three  cultures,  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
recognize  the  profound  spiritual  commitment  and  power  that  are  involved. 

They  realize  and  accept  that  the  differences  among  them  fade  into 
insignificance  compared  to  the  faith  and  commitment  to  Creator  that  the 
rituals  demonstrate.  To  each  person,  truth  is  revealed  in  a way  that  he  or 
she  can  best  understand  it  and  in  ways  that  are  best  suited  to  his  or  her 
nature.  The  Dine'h  and  the  Hopi  understand  that.  If,  then,  they  are  tolerant 
of  a people  who  are  as  different  from  them  as  the  Lakota  are,  how  much 
more  tolerant  would  they  be  toward  each  other  who  have  so  much  in  common. 
Among  their  common  religious  beliefs  is  the  recognition  that  certain  places 
in  their  homeland  are  sacred.  The  Hopi  and  Dine'h  respect  each  other's  holy 
places  and,  from  what  I have  learned  from  various  sources,  even  hold  some 
sacred  sites  in  common. 

The  only  "land  dispute"  is  that  illusion  of  dispute  that  was  created 
by  the  U.S.  government  through  puppet  tribal  councils  that  the  U.S.  itself 
created.  The  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils  were  not  created  by  or  in 


the  interests  of  the  Hopi  or  Dine'h  people,  as  my  earlier  rebuttal 
clearly  explains. 

This  matter  is  one  of  common  sense  more  than  documentation. 

The  entire  BIA  comment  is  ludicrous. 

Question:  Isn't  this  merely  another  attempt  by  the  government 
to  take  land  from  the  Indians? 

Answer.  The  United  States  was  not  a party  to  the  litigation  to 
partition  the  land.  The  litigation  was  brought  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  against 
the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  land  was  divided  between  the  two  tribes. 

The  federal  government  gained  no  land  from  the  litigation.  In  fact,  the 
federal  government  has  given  the  Navajo  Nation  250,000  acres  of  "new 
land"  and  provided  funding  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  acquire  up  to  150,000 
additional  acres  of  land. 

REBUTTAL: 

Black  Mesa  Coal  Mine  (URL:  http://www.solcommunications.com/) 

This  Is  What  The  U.S.  Government  Wanted  With  the  Land  At  Black  Mesa 

The  petition  for  partitioning  of  the  land  was  not  a matter  of  Hopi 
vs.  Navajo.  In  1947,  attorneys  Boyden  and  Littell  were  hired  as  claims 
attorneys  for  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils  respectively.  Boyden, 
at  the  time,  was  also  an  attorney  for  Peabody  Coal  Company.  It  should 
be  noted  that  Boyden  first  sought  employment  with  the  Navajo  Tribal 
Council;  but  Littell  was  chosen  for  that  position,  so  Boyden  was  hired 
as  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council's  attorney.  It  was  the  two  attorneys  together 
who  petitioned  federal  courts  to  partition  the  Hopi  land.  Together,  they 
convinced  Congress  that  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  were  engaged  in  a bloody 
range  war  and  that  partitioning  (fencing)  the  land  was  the  only  solution 
to  the  problem.  It  was  the  BIA,  remember,  who  was  formulating  strategies 
and  pulling  the  strings.  There  was  no  range  war,  and  the  only  protests 
were  those  raised  by  both  Hopi  and  Dine'h  against  the  BIA  and  the  two 
tribal  councils  for  displacing  them.  The  hidden  agenda  was  to  give 
Congress  the  illusion  of  a conflict  over  the  1UA,  get  control  of  the  area 
turned  over  to  the  BIA  and  the  Tribal  Councils,  then,  on  the  ruse  that 
it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  both  tribes,  sign  the  mineral  rights  over 
to  Peabody  Coal  Company.  It  worked,  and  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  people 
have  been  paying  the  price  ever  since. 

If  the  United  States  is  not  a party  to  the  litigation  to  partition 
the  land,  then  where  did  PL93-531  in  1974  and  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996  come  from? 

The  facts  of  the  matter  are  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
created  both  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils  and  they  were  created 
for  ONE  purpose  only:  to  sign  over  mineral  rights  to  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h 
lands,  not  for  the  land  itself,  but  for  the  mineral  deposits  in  the  land. 

It  was  also  the  United  States  Congress  that  formulated  and  passed  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act  (PL93-531)  in  1974  and  the  Navajo-Hopi 
Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996.  It  was  United  States  Presidents  who 
signed  both  bills  into  law.  It  was  the  BIA  and  rangers  from  the  puppet  Hopi 
Tribal  Council  who  ordered  the  fencing  off  of  the  HPL.  It  is  the  BIA,  a 
department  of  the  United  States  government,  that  is  trying  to  force  the 
Dine'h  off  their  land  and  onto  the  "new  land,"  which  the  BIA  fails  to  mention 
is  contaminated  with  uranium  waste  that  is  giving  off  radiation  at  levels 
up  to  100  times  maximum  safe  levels. 

Question:  If  the  Navajos  have  to  move  off  Hopi  lands,  where  are 
they  supposed  to  go  and  what  provisions  have  been  made  to  assist  them? 

Answer.  The  Navajo  Nation  is  more  than  15  million  acres  and  the 
federal  government  has  provided  an  additional  250,000  acres  specifically 
for  relocation  purposes.  Many  Navajos  have  chosen  to  relocate  to  the 
main  Navajo  Reservation  and  many  have  moved  to  the  "new  lands."  Some 
Navajos  has  chosen  not  to  move  to  the  "new  land"  and  have  been  relocated 
to  communities  in  the  surrounding  area  or  out  of  state.  Before  any  Navajo 
moves,  the  federal  government  provides  them  with  water,  electricity  and 


a new  home.  Thus,  far,  the  federal  government  has  spent  over  One-half 
billion  dollars  to  assist  Navajos  in  relocating. 


REBUTTAL: 

The  "new  lands,"  as  I have  pointed  out,  are  contaminated  by 
uranium  tailings,  "one  of  the  most  toxic  substances  known  to  man,"  as 
the  narrator  points  out  in  the  video  VANISHING  PRAYER  Genocide  of 
the  Dineh.  Levels  of  contamination  have  been  measured  at  100  times 
the  maximum  safe  level.  Not  only  is  the  land  itself  contaminated,  the 
water  of  nearby  streams  is  contaminated,  as  well.  Of  those  who  were 
first  relocated  to  "new  lands,"  25  percent  died  within  the  first  six  years. 
Since  moving  to  "new  lands,"  the  birth  defect  rate  among  those  people 
has  risen  to  twice  the  national  average. 

The  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain  are  not  just  being  told  to  move. 

They  are  being  told  to  move  from  their  sacred  ancestral  homeland 
onto  land  that  is  so  polluted  from  uranium  waste  that  it  will  literally 
kill  them.  Death  by  radiation  related  disease  is  sometimes  slow,  but 
it  is  always  fatal  and  always  agonizing.  If  the  Dine'h  do  not  move, 
they  are  denied  water  and  electricity,  and  are  forbidden  to  repair  or 
rebuild  their  homes.  So  much  for  the  BIA's  benevolence. 

Question:  What  happens  to  those  Navajos  that  don't  want  to  relocate? 

Answer.  The  Hopi  and  Navajo  residents  of  the  HPL  have  spent  years 
in  federal  court  ordered  mediation  negotiating  "Accommodation  Agreements," 
whereby  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  agreed  to  accommodate  the  continued  residence 
by  Navajos  on  the  HPL.  In  essence,  these  Accommodation  Agreements  are 
long  term  leases  (75  years)  with  an  option  to  renew  at  the  end  of  the  75 
years . 


REBUTTAL: 

The  "Accommodation  Agreements"  were  created  by  the  BIA  run 
Tribal  Councils,  not  by  the  Hopi  people.  The  Dine'h  are  being  told  to 
sign  leases  to  allow  them  to  remain  on  ancestral  sacred  land  given  to 
them  by  the  Creator.  The  question  is,  how  can  the  U.S.  government, 
through  its  puppet  tribal  council,  impose  a lease  on  land  that  was  given 
to  them  by  the  Creator? 

Question:  I have  heard  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 
is  stealing  or  impounding  Navajo  sheep.  Why  is  the  BIA  doing  this? 

Answer.  As  part  of  the  litigation  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  dispute,  the 
BIA  was  ordered  by  the  courts  to  maintain  the  range  and  ensure  that 
it  is  not  being  over  grazed.  Many  Navajos  had  historically  over  grazed 
the  range  and  severely  damaged  it.  Several  years  ago,  the  BIA  initiated 
a purchase  program  whereby  it  purchased  excess  Navajo  animals. 

Thereafter,  on  an  annual  basis,  the  BIA  has  issued  grazing  permits  to 
the  Navajo  HPL  residents.  These  permits  specify  how  many  animals 
each  Navajo  family  can  graze  on  the  HPL.  If  a family  is  grazing  animals 
in  excess  of  their  permit  they  are  notified  of  this  fact  and  asked  to 
remove  the  excess  animals.  If  they  are  not  removed  with  a reasonable  time, 
the  BIA  must  impound  excess  animals  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  range 
is  not  over  grazed  and  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  court. 

REBUTTAL: 

Isn't  it  odd  that,  for  hundreds  of  years  before  coal,  oil,  uranium, 
and  other  exploitable  natural  resources  were  discovered  and  Peabody 
Coal  Company  and  the  U.S.  government  came  into  the  picture,  the 
Dine'h  have  grazed  sheep  on  that  land  and  have  done  very  well  at 
it  all  by  themselves.  Then,  when  the  mining  companies  wanted  the  land 
and  the  U.S.  government  created  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils, 
the  Dineh  suddenly  forgot  everything  they  ever  knew  about  caring  for 
their  flocks  and  the  land  that  sustains  them,  making  it  necessary  for 
the  U.S.  government  to  step  in  and  take  over  range  management.  You 
must  remember,  too,  that  the  BIA's  reference  to  Hopi  is  in  reference  to 


the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  not  to  the  Hopi  people  themselves.  The  Hopi 
successfully  boycotted  and  dismantled  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  once. 

It  was  the  BIA  who  resurrected  it  to  protect  the  mining  interests,  not 
to  help  the  Hopi  people. 

The  first  question  that  comes  to  mind  in  regard  to  impoundment  is: 

If  Dine'h  livestock  are  being  impounded  because  of  overgrazing,  then  why 
does  the  BIA  turn  around,  after  the  impoundment,  and  offer  to  sell  the 
animals  back  to  the  rightful  owners?  These  practices  are  tantamount  to 
kidnapping  and  extortion  and  bear  little  resemblance  to  range  management. 

Question:  Are  Navajos  allowed  to  graze  animals  if  they  have 
signed  an  Accommodation  Agreement? 

Answer.  Yes.  After  years  of  negotiations  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the 
HPL  Navajos  agreed  that  the  HPL  Navajos  were  entitled  to  graze  2,800 
sheep  units  on  the  HPL,  which  is  approximately  2 times  the  number 
previously  permitted.  (Sheep  units  are  a way  to  measure  use  of  the  range. 
For  example,  a cow  eats  approximately  5 times  as  much  as  a sheep.  Thus, 
one  cow  equals  five  sheep  units.  Navajos  can  graze  a variety  of  animals 
as  long  as  the  total  does  not  exceed  2,800  sheep  units.)  The  HPL  Navajos 
decide  among  themselves  how  to  allocate  their  grazing  rights. 

REBUTTAL: 

The  fact  is,  the  entire  concept  of  range  management  was  created 
and  implemented  by  the  BIA  controlled  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  The  BIA  is 
being  deliberately  misleading  in  referring  to  the  actions  of  the  Tribal 
Council  as  being  those  of  the  "Hopi  Tribe."  As  document  upon  document 
written  by  eyewitnesses  to  the  unfolding  saga  will  attest,  there  is  no 
conflict  between  the  traditional  Hopi  and  the  Dine'h  traditional  people. 

A look  at  the  history  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils;  the  protests 
of  the  people  at  the  BIA's  creation  of  these  puppet,  nonrepresentative 
councils;  and  the  chain  of  events  that  followed  the  results  of  geological 
surveys  will  make  clear  just  who  is  controlling  the  situation,  what  the 
ulterior  motives  of  the  BIA  are,  and  the  truth  about  why  the  Dine'h 
livestock  are  being  impounded,  mistreated,  starved,  and  held  for  ransom 
at  the  BIA  impoundment  yards. 

Question:  If  the  Navajos  have  signed  Accommodation  Agreements 
why  is  the  BIA  presently  impounding  Navajo  animals? 

Answer.  The  Accommodation  Agreements  authorize  the  HPL  Navajos 
to  graze  2,800  sheep  units.  They  were,  however,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  grazing  in  excess  of  3,600  sheep  units.  In  addition,  the  HPL  is  an 
arid  area  and  is  currently  experiencing  a dryer  than  normal  year.  As  a 
consequence  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  range  has  been  reduced  to  2,300 
sheep  units.  In  dry  times,  prudent  range  management  requires  a reduction 
in  the  number  of  livestock  grazed.  In  this  case,  there  has  been  a pro  rata 
reduction  in  the  number  of  animals  that  both  the  HPL  Navajos  and  members 
of  the  Hopi  Tribe  can  graze  on  the  HPL. 

REBUTTAL: 

The  Black  Mesa  area  is,  indeed,  an  arid  area.  There  is  little 
water  to  be  had  and  every  drop  is  precious  to  all  flora  and  fauna  living 
in  the  area.  Situations  such  as  these  are  why  federal  laws,  on  paper 
at  least,  forbid  mining  companies  from  using  nonreplenishable  water 
sources  for  mining  purposes  unless  the  mining  company  has  the  ability 
to  replace  the  water  that  it  uses. 

The  reason  that  the  Black  Mesa  area  is  experiencing  dryer  than 
normal  seasons  is  because  Peabody  Coal  Company  continues  to  run  its 
270  mile  slurry  line  to  the  Mojave  Generating  Station,  draining  billions 
of  gallons  of  pristine  water  from  the  aquifer  that  lies  beneath  Black  Mesa, 
the  only  source  of  water  for  the  Hopi  and  Dine'h  living  at  Black  Mesa. 

Rather  than  punish  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  demand  restitution 
for  violating  federal  mining  laws,  the  U.S.  government  has  responded  by 
capping  the  wells  of  the  Dine'h  at  Black  Mesa  and  forbidding  them  to  draw 


water  from  them.  Without  water,  the  ability  to  maintain  their  sheep  is 
diminished  dramatically.  Water  in  the  nearest  streams  is  contaminated  by 
toxins  from  the  mining  process,  which  has  killed  many  of  the  Dine'h  sheep. 

In  the  grand  scheme  of  things,  the  U.S.  government  has  no 
intention  of  punishing  Peabody  Coal  Company  or  stopping  it  from  using 
the  nonreplenishable  water  from  the  aquifer.  Peabody's  mining  operation 
is  closing  in  on  the  Big  Mountain  area,  where  the  Dine'h  live.  It  wants 
to  clear  the  way  so  it  can  strip  mine  Big  Mountain  and  destroy  yet  another 
Dine'h  sacred  site.  It  is  the  BIA  operated  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  and  NOT 
the  Hopi  people  who  are  trying  to  remove  the  Dine'h,  whether  they  have 
signed  an  Accommodation  Agreement  or  not.  To  accomplish  this  task,  the 
BIA  has  begun  harassing  them,  threatening  them,  and  confiscating  their 
livestock,  saying  that  they  are  overgrazing  when  they  are  not. 

For  testimony  about  livestock  impoundments,  visit  L.I.S.N. 

URL : http : //www. lisn . net/bigmountain3 . htm 

Question:  Is  it  true  the  Navajos  have  been  threatened  and 
assaulted  in  order  to  try  and  make  them  sign  an  Accommodation 
Agreement  or  move  from  the  HPL? 

Answer.  There  are  no  documented  instances  of  Navajos  having 
been  threatened  or  assaulted.  Some  non-Indian  supports  of  the  HPL 
Navajos  allege  that  explaining  the  law  to  the  HPL  Navajos  constitutes 
threats  and  intimidation.  In  recognition  of  the  sensitive  nature  of 
relocation,  as  part  of  the  mediation  process  leading  to  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  process  Navajo  tribal  members  agreed  to  make  contact  with  the 
HPL  Navajos  to  explain  the  terms  of  the  Accommodation  Agreements  and  to 
answer  questions.  The  process  has  been  very  successful  as  the  majority 
of  the  HPL  Navajos  have  signed  the  Accommodation  Agreement.  The  only 
people  that  have,  in  fact,  been  assaulted  and  injured  have  been  BIA  and 
Hopi  tribal  employees. 

REBUTTAL: 

Rena  Babbitt  Lane,  who  lost  livestock  in  a confiscation  on  Monday, 
February  22,  had  her  hand  broken  when  she  tried  to  stop  a previous 
impoundment . 

As  the  photo  clearly  shows,  there  have,  indeed,  been  assaults 
on  the  Dine'h,  and  a policy  of  terrorism  and  threats  is  very  real  and 
it  continues  today.  Aside  from  assaults  on  Dine'h,  those  who  try  to 
prevent  the  impoundment  of  their  livestock,  the  Dine'h  have  been 
terrorized  and  mistreated  in  a number  of  other  ways: 

Wells  have  been  capped,  firewood  and  wood  cutting  tools  have 
been  confiscated  and  the  Dine'h  have  been  forbidden  to  gather  firewood 
or  even  break  a green  twig.  The  Dine'h  have  also  been  threatened  with 
exclusion  orders,  had  eviction  notices  nailed  to  their  doors,  forbidden  to 
repair  their  homes  or  build  any  shelter.  One  Dine'h  had  his  hogan 
bulldozed  to  the  ground  by  the  BIA.  Assault  and  threats  can  take  many 
forms,  and  the  Dine'h  have  experienced  most  of  them  at  the  hands  of  the 
BIA,  aka  the  "Hopi  Tribal  Council,"  aka  the  "Navajo  Tribal  Council." 

For  in-depth  articles,  written  by  eyewitnesses  to  the  BIA's 
brutality  and  underhanded  tactics  against  the  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain, 
click  the  "BACK"  button  below  to  go  back  to  SENAA's  Newsletter  page. 

Click  on  the  links  to  the  various  articles  and  see  what  eyewitnesses  saw. 
Learn  for  yourself  the  truth  about  the  BIA's  part  in  this  tragedy  and 
what  they  don't  want  you  to  know  about  what  is  REALLY  going  on  at 
Black  Mesa  at  the  BIA's  hands. 

Rebuttal  by  A1  Swilling,  SENAA. 


126  days  to  the  final  solution  for  the  Dine'h  at  Big 
Mountain,  AZ,  USA.  See  the  video  "Vanishing  Prayers" 
URL:  http://www.freespeach.org/senaa 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
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"RE:  Blackfeet/Glacier  Border  Dispute"  

Date:  10/2/99  3:04:23  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 

From:  kolahq@skynet.be 

Sub j : Blackfeet/Glacier  border  dispute 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Fri,  October  1st  1999 

Tribe,  Glacier  break  off  talks  over  border  dispute 
http: //www. billingsgazette. com/region/991001_regl7.html 

BROWNING  - Tribal  leaders  from  the  Blackfeet  Nation  called 
off  talks  with  Glacier  National  Park  officials  Tuesday, 
saying  they  would  not  negotiate  century-old  treaty  issues 
until  a border  dispute  could  be  resolved.  The  tribe  and 
the  park  have  been  meeting  since  the  first  of  the  year, 
trying  to  come  to  terms  on  interpretation  of  a 1895 
agreement  in  which  the  Blackfeet  gave  up  a portion  of 
their  historic  lands.  In  that  deal,  the  tribe  maintained 
the  right  to  access  the  forfeited  lands,  as  well  as  the 
right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  wood. 

"RE:  Wannabe-ism  and  the  BIA"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  11:43:56  +0100 
From:  etowah  <etowah@swbell . net> 

Sub j : Wannabe-ism  and  the  BIA 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Straight  from  a lying  horse's  mouth,  the  BIA  lays  it  out  in  detail  as  to 
"benefits" . 

http://www.doi.gov/bia/aitoday/q_and_a.html 
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Who  is  an  Indian? 

No  single  Federal  or  tribal  criterion  establishes  a person's  identity  as 
an  Indian.  Government  agencies  use  differing  criteria  to  determine  who  is 
an  Indian  eligible  to  participate  in  their  programs.  Tribes  also  have 
varying  eligibility  criteria  for  membership.  To  determine  what  the 
criteria  might  be  for  agencies  or  Tribes,  you  must  contact  each  entity 
directly. 

To  be  eligible  for  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  services,  an  Indian  must  (1) 
be  a member  of  a Tribe  recognized  by  the  Federal  Government,  (2)  one-half 
or  more  Indian  blood  of  tribes  indigenous  to  the  United  States  (25  USC 
479)  ; or  (3)  must,  for  some  purposes,  be  of  one-fourth  or  more  Indian 
ancestry.  By  legislative  and  administrative  decision,  the  Aleuts,  Eskimos 
and  Indians  of  Alaska  are  eligible  for  BIA  services.  Most  of  the  BIA's 
services  and  programs,  however,  are  limited  to  Indians  living  on  or  near 
Indian  reservations. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  counts  anyone  an  Indian  who  declares  himself  or 
herself  to  be  an  Indian.  In  1990  the  Census  figures  showed  there  were  1, 
959,234  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  living  in  the  United  States  (1 
878,285  American  Indians,  57,152  Eskimos,  and  23,797  Aleuts).  This  is  a 37 
9 percent  increase  over  the  1980  recorded  total  of  1,420,000.  The  increase 
is  attributed  to  improved  census  taking  and  more  self-  identification 
during  the  1990  count. 

The  BIA's  1993  estimate  is  that  about  1.2  million  of  this  total  population 
live  on  or  adjacent  to  Federal  Indian  reservations . This  is  the  segment  of 
the  U.S.  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  population  served  by  the  BIA  through 
formal,  on-going  relations. 

What  is  an  Indian  Tribe? 

Originally,  an  Indian  Tribe  was  a body  of  people  bound  together  by  blood 
ties  who  were  socially,  politically,  and  religiously  organized,  who  lived 
together  in  a defined  territory  and  who  spoke  a common  language  or  dialect 
The  establishment  of  the  reservation  system  created  some  new  tribal 
groupings  when  two  or  three  tribes  were  placed  on  one  reservation,  or  when 
members  of  one  tribe  were  spread  over  two  or  three  reservations. 

What  is  a Federally  recognized  tribe? 

There  are  more  than  550  Federally  recognized  Tribes  in  the  United  States, 
including  223  village  groups  in  Alaska.  "Federally  recognized"  means  these 
tribes  and  groups  have  a special,  legal  relationship  with  the  U.S. 
government.  This  relationship  is  referred  to  as  a government-to-government 
relationship.  Members  of  Federally  recognized  Tribes  who  do  not  reside  on 
their  reservations  have  limited  relations  with  the  BIA  and  IHS,  since  BIA 
and  IHS  programs  are  primarily  administered  for  members  of  Federally 
recognized  tribes  who  live  on  or  near  reservations . 


A number  of  Indian  Tribes  and  groups  in  the  U.S.  do  not  have  a Federally 
recognized  status,  although  some  are  State  recognized.  This  means  they 
have  no  relations  with  the  BIA  or  the  programs  it  operates.  A special 
program  of  the  BIA,  however,  works  with  those  groups  seeking  Federal 
recognition  status.  Of  the  150  petitions  for  Federal  recognition  received 
by  the  BIA  since  1978,  12  have  received  acknowledgment  through  the  BIA 
process,  two  groups  had  their  status  clarified  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  through  other  means,  and  seven  were  restored  or  recognized  by 
Congress . 

How  does  an  Indian  become  a member  of  a Tribe? 

A Tribe  sets  up  its  own  membership  criteria,  although  the  U.S.  Congress 
can  also  establish  tribal  membership  criteria.  Becoming  a member  of  a 
particular  Tribe  requires  meeting  its  membership  rules,  including  adoption 
Except  for  adoption,  the  amount  of  blood  quantum  needed  varies,  with  some 
Tribes  requiring  only  proof  of  descent  from  an  Indian  ancestor,  while 
others  may  require  as  much  as  one-half. 

What  is  a reservation? 

In  the  U.S.  there  are  only  two  kinds  of  reserved  lands  that  are  well- 
known:  military  and  Indian.  An  Indian  reservation  is  land  a Tribe  reserved 
for  itself  when  it  relinquished  its  other  land  areas  to  the  U.S.  through 
treaties.  More  recently.  Congressional  acts.  Executive  Orders  and 
administrative  acts  have  created  reservations.  Today  some  reservations 
have  non-Indian  residents  and  land  owners  living  within  the  boundaries  of 
reservations . 

There  are  approximately  275  Indian  land  areas  in  the  U.S.  administered  as 
Indian  reservations  (reservations,  pueblos,  rancherias,  communities,  etc.) 
The  largest  is  the  Navajo  Reservation  of  some  16-million  acres  of  land  in 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah.  Many  of  the  smaller  reservations  are  less 
than  1,000  acres  with  the  smallest  less  than  100  acres.  On  each 
reservation,  the  local  governing  authority  is  the  tribal  government. 

Approximately  56.2-million  acres  of  land  are  held  in  trust  by  the  United 
States  for  various  Indian  Tribes  and  individuals.  Much  of  this  is 
reservation  land;  however,  not  all  reservation  land  is  trust  land.  On 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  serves  as 
trustee  for  such  lands  with  many  routine  trustee  responsibilities 
delegated  to  BIA  officials. 

The  States  in  which  reservations  are  located  have  limited  powers  over  them 
and  only  as  provided  by  Federal  law.  On  some  reservations,  however,  a high 
percentage  of  the  land  is  owned  and  occupied  by  non-Indians.  Some  140 
reservations  have  entirely  tribally  owned  land. 

Do  all  Indians  live  on  reservations? 

No.  Indians  can  and  do  live  anywhere  in  the  United  States  that  they  wish. 
Many  leave  their  home  reservations  for  educational  and  employment  purposes 
Over  half  of  the  total  U.S.  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  population  now  lives 
away  from  reservations.  Most  return  home  often  to  participate  in  family 
and  tribal  life  and  sometimes  to  retire. 

Are  Indians  required  to  stay  on  reservations? 

No.  Indians  are  free  to  move  about  like  all  other  Americans.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  Indians  are  not  required  to  acquire  passports  to  leave  or 
enter  reservations. 


Do  Indians  have  the  right  to  own  land? 


Yes.  As  U.S.  citizens,  Indians  can  buy  and  hold  title  to  land  purchased 
with  their  own  funds.  Nearly  all  lands  of  Indian  Tribes,  however,  are  held 
in  trust  for  them  by  the  United  States.  There  is  no  general  law  that 
permits  a tribe  to  sell  its  land.  Individual  Indians  also  own  trust  land, 
which  they  can  sell,  but  only  upon  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  or  his  representative.  If  an  Indian  wants  to  extinguish  the  trust 
title  to  his  land  and  hold  title  like  any  other  citizen  (with  all  the 
attendant  responsibilities  such  as  paying  taxes),  he  can  do  so  if  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  his  authorized  representative  determines  that 
he  is  able  to  manage  his  own  affairs.  This  is  a protection  for  the 
individual . 

What  does  tribal  sovereignty  mean  to  Indians? 

When  Indian  Tribes  first  encountered  Europeans,  they  were  dealt  with 
because  of  their  strength  in  numbers  and  were  treated  as  sovereign 
governments  with  whom  treaties  were  made.  When  tribes  gave  up  their  lands 
to  the  U.S.,  they  retained  certain  sovereignty  over  the  lands  they  kept. 
While  such  sovereignty  is  limited  today,  it  is  nevertheless  jealously 
guarded  by  the  tribes  against  encroachments  by  other  sovereign  entities 
such  as  States.  Tribes  enjoy  a direct  government-to-government 
relationship  with  the  U.S.  government  wherein  no  decisions  about  their 
lands  and  people  are  made  without  their  consent. 

Are  Indians  wards  of  the  government? 

No.  The  Federal  Government  is  a trustee  of  Indian  property,  it  is  not  a 
guardian  of  individual  Indians.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is 
authorized  by  law,  in  many  instances,  to  protect  the  interests  of  minors 
and  incompetents,  but  this  protection  does  not  confer  a guardian-ward 
relationship. 

Do  Indians  get  payments  from  the  government? 

No  individual  is  automatically  paid  for  being  an  Indian.  The  Federal 
Government  may  pay  a Tribe  or  an  individual  in  compensation  for  damages 
for  losses  resulting  from  treaty  violations,  for  encroachments  on  Indian 
lands,  or  for  other  past  or  present  wrongs.  A Tribe  or  an  individual  may 
also  receive  a government  check  for  payment  of  income  from  their  lands  and 
resources.  This  occurs  because  their  resources  are  held  in  trust  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  payment  for  their  use  has  been  collected 
from  users  by  the  Federal  Government  in  their  behalf.  Fees  collected  from 
oil  or  grazing  leases  are  an  example  of  this  situation. 

Are  Indians  entitled  to  a free  college  education? 

No.  An  individual  does  not  automatically  receive  funding  because  of  Indian 
ancestry.  The  Indian  higher  education  program  provides  financial  aid  to 
eligible  students,  based  on  demonstrated  financial  need,  who  have  plans  to 
attend  an  accredited  institution  of  higher  education.  A student  must 
obtain  an  application  packet  and  other  financial  aid  information  form 
their  tribe,  home  BIA  Agency,  or  Area  Office  of  Indian  Education  Programs. 
The  Higher  Education  Grant  Program  is  available  to  an  individual  who  is  a 
member  of  a federally  Recognized  Indian  tribe. 

Are  Indians  U.S.  citizens? 

Yes.  Before  the  U.S.  Congress  extended  American  citizenship  in  1924  to  all 
Indians  born  in  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  citizenship 
had  been  conferred  upon  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  Indian  population 
through  treaty  agreements,  statutes,  naturalization  proceedings,  and  by 
"service  in  the  Armed  Forces  with  an  honorable  discharge"  in  World  War  I. 
Indians  also  are  members  of  their  respective  Tribes  and  thus  have  dual 
citizenship . 


Can  Indians  Vote? 


Yes.  Indians  have  the  same  right  to  vote  as  other  U.S.  citizens.  In  1948, 
the  Arizona  Supreme  Court  declared  as  unconstitutional  disenfranchising 
interpretation  of  the  State  constitution.  Thus  Indians  were  permitted  to 
vote  as  in  most  other  States.  A 1953  Utah  State  law  stated  that  persons 
living  on  Indian  reservations  were  not  residents  of  the  State  and  could 
not  vote.  That  law  was  subsequently  repealed.  In  1954,  Indians  in  Maine 
who  were  not  then  Federally  recognized  were  given  the  right  to  vote,  and 
in  1962,  New  Mexico  extended  the  right  to  vote  to  Indians.  Indians  also 
vote  in  State  and  local  elections  and  in  their  affiliated  tribal  elections. 
Each  tribe,  however,  determines  which  of  its  members  are  eligible  to  vote 
in  its  elections.  This  qualification  to  do  so  is  not  related  to  the 
individual  Indian's  right  to  vote  in  national.  State  or  local  (non-Indian) 
elections . 

Do  Indians  have  the  right  to  hold  Federal,  State  and  local  government 
offices? 

Yes.  Indians  have  the  same  rights  as  other  citizens  to  hold  public  office. 
Indian  men  and  women  have  held  elective  and  appointive  offices  at  all 
levels  of  government.  Charles  Curtis,  a Kaw  Indian  from  Kansas,  served  as 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  under  President  Herbert  Hoover. 

Indians  have  been  elected  to  the  U.S.  Congress  from  time  to  time  for  more 
than  80  years.  Ben  Reifel,  a Sioux  Indian  from  South  Dakota,  served  five 
terms  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  a 
member  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe  of  Montana,  was  elected  to  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  in  1986  from  the  Third  District  of  Colorado,  and 
is  currently  serving  in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  is  the  only  American 
Indian  currently  serving  in  Congress.  Other  Indians  who  have  served  in  the 
U.S.  Congress  include-  - 

U.S.  Senate: 

Hiram  R.  Revels,  Lumbee  from  Mississippi,  1870-1871 

Mathew  Stanley  Quay,  Abenaki  or  Delaware  from  Pennsylvania,  1887-1899  and 
1901-1904 

Charles  Curtis,  Kaw  from  Kansas,  1907-1912  and  1915-1929  (Vice-President 
from  1929-1933) 

Robert  L.  Owens,  Cherokee  from  Oklahoma,  1907-1925 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives: 

Charles  Curtis,  Kaw  from  Kansas,  1893-1907 

Charles  D.  Carter,  Choctaw  from  Oklahoma,  1907-1927 

W.W.  Hastings,  Cherokee  from  Oklahoma,  1915-1921  and  1923-1935 

Will  Rogers,  Dr.,  Cherokee  from  California,  1943-1944 

William  G.  Stigler,  Chocktaw  from  Oklahoma,  1944-1952 

Benjamin  Reifel,  Rosebud  Sioux  from  South  Dakota,  1961-1971 

Clem  Rogers  McSpadden,  Cherokee  from  Oklahoma,  1972-1975 

Indians  also  served  in  and  now  hold  office  in  a number  of  State 
legislatures.  Others  currently  hold  or  have  held  elected  or  appointive 
positions  in  State  judiciary  systems  and  in  county  and  city  governments 
including  local  school  boards.  Larry  Echo  Hawk,  an  enrolled  member  of  the 


Pawnee  Tribe,  served  as  attorney  general  of  Idaho  from  1992  to  1994. 


Do  Indians  pay  taxes? 

Yes.  They  pay  the  same  taxes  as  other  citizens  with  the  following 
exceptions : 

- Federal  income  taxes  are  not  levied  on  income  from  trust  lands  held  for 
them  by  the  United  States; 

- State  income  taxes  are  not  paid  on  income  earned  on  a Indian 
reservation; 

- State  sales  taxes  are  not  paid  by  Indians  on  transactions  made  on  an 
Indian  reservation;  and 

- Local  property  taxes  are  not  paid  on  reservation  or  trust  land. 

Do  laws  that  apply  to  non-Indians  also  apply  to  Indians? 

Yes.  As  U.S.  citizens,  Indians  are  generally  subject  to  Federal,  State, 
and  local  laws.  On  Indian  reservations,  however,  only  Federal  and  tribal 
laws  apply  to  members  of  the  Tribe  unless  the  Congress  provides  otherwise. 
In  Federal  law,  the  Assimilative  Crimes  Act  makes  any  violation  of  State 
criminal  law  a Federal  offense  on  reservations.  Most  Tribes  now  maintain 
tribal  court  systems  and  facilities  to  detain  tribal  members  convicted  of 
certain  offenses  within  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation. 

How  is  Indian  gaming  regulated? 

Indian  land  is  not  under  State  law  unless  a Federal  law  places  it  under 
State  law.  The  Supreme  Court  held  that  even  if  a tribe  is  under  State  law 
the  State  gaming  regulations  do  not  apply  on  Indian  trust  land. 

In  1988  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act.  This  law  allows 
traditional  Indian  gaming  as  well  as  bingo,  pull  tabs,  lotto,  punch  boards, 
tip  jars,  and  certain  card  games  on  tribal  land.  However,  it  requires  a 
Tribal/State  compact  for  other  forms  of  gaming  such  as  cards  or  slot 
machines.  Today  there  are  about  145  Tribal-State  gaming  compacts.  Nearly 
130  tribes  in  24  states  are  involved  in  some  kind  of  gaming. 

The  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  was  established  by  Congress  to 
develop  regulations  for  Indian  gaming.  For  more  information  contact  the 
National  Indian  Gaming  Commission,  9th.,  Floor,  1441  L Street,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20005,  (202)  632-7003. 

Does  the  United  States  still  make  treaties  with  Indians? 

No.  Congress  ended  treaty-making  with  Indian  tribes  in  1871.  Since  the, 
relations  with  Indian  groups  are  by  Congressional  acts.  Executive  Orders, 
and  Executive  Agreements.  Between  1778,  when  the  first  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Delawares,  to  1871,  when  Congress  ended  the  treaty  making  period, 
the  U.S.  Senate  ratified  370  Indian  treaties.  At  least  45  others  were 
negotiated  with  tribes  but  were  never  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

The  treaties  that  were  made  often  contain  obsolete  commitments  which  have 
either  been  fulfilled  or  superseded  by  Congressional  legislation.  The 
provision  of  education,  health,  welfare,  and  other  services  by  the 
government  to  tribes  often  has  extended  beyond  treaty  requirements . A 
number  of  large  Indian  groups  have  no  treaties,  yet  share  in  the  many 
services  for  Indians  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

The  specifics  of  particular  treaties  signed  by  government  negotiators  with 
Indians  are  contained  in  one  volume  (Vol.  II)  of  the  publication,  "Indian 
Affairs,  Laws  and  Treaties,"  compiled,  annotated  and  edited  by  Charles 
Kappler.  Published  by  the  Government  Printing  Office  in  1904,  it  is  now 
out  of  print,  but  can  be  found  in  most  large  law  libraries.  More  recently 
the  treaty  volume  has  been  published  privately  under  the  title,  "Indian 
Treaties,  1778-1883." 


Originals  of  all  the  treaties  are  maintained  by  the  National  Archives  and 
Records  Service  of  the  General  Services  Administration.  A duplicate  of  a 
treaty  is  available  upon  request  for  a fee.  The  agency  will  also  answer 
questions  about  specific  Indian  treaties.  Write  to:  Diplomatic  Branch, 
National  Archives  and  Records  Services,  Washington,  DC  20408. 

How  do  Indian  tribes  govern  themselves? 

Most  tribal  governments  are  organized  democratically,  that  is,  with  an 
elected  leadership.  The  governing  body  is  generally  referred  to  as  a 
"council"  and  comprised  of  persons  elected  by  vote  of  the  eligible  adult 
tribal  members.  The  presiding  official  is  the  "chairman,"  although  some 
tribes  use  other  titles  such  as  "principal  chief,"  "president"  or 
"governor."  An  elected  tribal  council,  recognized  as  such  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  has  authority  to  speak  and  act  for  the  tribe  and  to 
represent  it  in  negotiations  with  Federal  State,  and  local  governments. 

Tribal  governments  generally  define  conditions  of  membership,  regulate 
domestic  relations  of  members,  prescribe  rules  of  inheritance  for 
reservation  property  not  in  trust  status,  levy  taxes,  regulate  property 
under  tribal  jurisdiction,  control  conduct  of  members  by  tribal  ordinances 
and  administer  justice. 

Many  tribes  are  organized  under  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  (IRA)  of 
1934,  including  a number  of  Alaska  Native  villages,  which  adopted  formal 
governing  documents  (Constitutions)  under  the  provisions  of  a 1936 
amendment  to  the  IRA.  The  passage  in  1971  of  the  Alaska  Native  Claims 
Settlement  Act,  however,  provided  for  the  creation  of  village  and  regional 
corporations  under  State  law  to  manage  the  money  and  lands  granted  by  the 
Act.  The  Oklahoma  Indian  Welfare  Act  of  1936  provided  for  the  organization 
of  Indian  tribes  within  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  Some  tribes  do  not  operate 
under  any  of  these  acts,  but  are  nevertheless  organized  under  documents 
approved  of  governments.  Prior  to  reorganization,  the  tribes  maintained 
their  own,  often  highly  developed,  systems  of  self-government. 

Do  Indians  have  special  rights  different  from  other  citizens? 

Any  special  rights  that  Indian  tribes  or  members  of  those  tribes  have  are 
generally  based  on  treaties  or  other  agreements  between  the  United  States 
and  tribes.  The  heavy  price  Indians  paid  to  retain  certain  "sovereign" 
rights  was  to  relinquish  much  of  their  land  to  the  United  States.  The 
inherent  rights  they  did  not  relinquish  are  protected  by  U.S.  law.  Among 
those  may  be  hunting  and  fishing  rights  and  access  to  religious  sites. 

Did  all  Indians  speak  one  language? 

At  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  more  than  300  languages  were  spoken  by  the 
native  population  of  what  is  now  the  United  States.  Some  were  linked  by 
"linguistic  stocks"  which  meant  that  widely  scattered  tribal  groups  had 
some  similarities  in  their  languages.  Today,  some  250  tribal  languages  are 
still  spoken,  some  by  only  a few  individuals  and  others  by  many.  Most 
Indians  now  use  English  as  their  main  language  for  communicating  with  non- 
tribal  members.  For  many,  it  is  a second  language. 

Do  Indians  serve  in  the  Armed  Forces? 

Yes.  Indians  have  the  same  obligations  for  military  service  as  other  U.S. 
citizens.  They  have  fought  in  all  American  wars  since  the  Revolution.  In 
the  Civil  War,  they  served  on  both  sides.  Eli  S.  Parker,  Seneca  from  New 
York,  was  at  Appomattox  as  aide  to  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  when  Lee 
surrendered,  and  the  unit  of  Confederate  Brigadier  General  Stand  Watie 
(Cherokee)  was  the  last  to  surrender.  It  was  not  until  World  War  I that 
Indians'  demonstrated  patriotism  (6,000  of  the  more  than  8,000  who  served 
were  volunteers)  moved  Congress  to  pass  the  Indian  Citizenship  Act  of  1924 


In  World  War  II,  25,000  Indian  men  and  women,  mainly  enlisted  Army 
personnel,  fought  on  all  fronts  in  Europe  and  Asia,  winning  (according  to 
an  incomplete  count)  71  Air  Medals,  51  Silver  Stars,  47  Bronze  Stars,  34 
Distinguished  Flying  Crosses,  and  two  Congressional  Medals  of  Honor.  The 
most  famous  Indian  exploit  of  World  War  II  was  the  use  by  Navajo  Marines 
of  their  language  as  a battlefield  code,  the  only  such  code  which  the 
enemy  could  not  break.  In  the  Korean  conflict,  there  was  one  Indian 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  winner.  In  the  Vietnam  War,  41,500  Indians 
served  in  the  military  forces.  In  1990,  prior  to  Operation  Desert  Storm, 
some  24,000  Indian  men  and  women  were  in  the  military.  Approximately  3,000 
served  in  the  Persian  Gulf  with  three  among  those  killed  in  action.  One 
out  of  every  four  Indian  males  is  a military  veteran  and  45  to  47  percent 
of  tribal  leaders  today  are  military  veterans. 

How  does  one  trace  Indian  ancestry  and  become  a member  of  a tribe? 

The  first  step  in  tracing  Indian  ancestry  is  basic  genealogical  research 
if  one  does  not  already  have  specific  family  information  and  documents 
that  identify  tribal  ties.  Some  information  to  obtain  is: 

names  of  ancestors; 

dates  of  birth; 

marriages  and  death; 

places  where  they  lived; 

their  brothers  and  sisters,  if  any,  and,  most  importantly,  tribal 
affiliations . 

Among  family  documents  to  check  are  bibles,  wills,  and  other  such  papers. 
The  next  step  is  to  determine  whether  your  ancestors  are  on  an  official 
tribal  roll  or  census.  For  this  there  are  several  sources:  The  National 
Archives  and  Records  Administration,  Natural  Resources  Branch,  Civil 
Archives  Division,  8th  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20408. 

The  BIA  maintains  a directory  of  Tribal  offices.  When  you  know  to  which 
tribe  you  may  be  a member,  contact  the  BIA,  Branch  of  Tribal  Enrollment, 
1849  C St.  NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20240  to  get  the  address  and  phone  number 
of  the  tribal  membership  office.  Contact  the  tribe  to  see  if  they  have 
records  of  your  ancestors.  The  key  in  determining  Indian  ancestry  is 
identification  of  a specific  tribal  affiliation.  Becoming  a member  of  a 
tribe  is  determined  by  the  enrollment  criteria  of  the  tribe  from  which 
Indian  blood  may  be  derived,  and  this  varies  with  each  tribe.  Generally, 
if  linkage  to  an  identified  tribal  member  is  far  removed,  one  would  not 
qualify  for  membership,  but  it  is  the  tribe,  not  the  BIA,  which  makes  that 
determination . 

Why  are  Indians  sometimes  referred  to  as  Native  Americans? 

The  term,  "Native  American,"  came  into  usage  in  the  1960 's  to  denote  the 
groups  served  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs:  American  Indians  and  Alaska 
Native  (Indians,  Eskimos  and  Aleuts  of  Alaska).  Later  the  term  also 
included  Native  Hawaiians  and  Pacific  Islanders  in  some  Federal  programs. 
It,  therefore,  came  into  disfavor  among  some  Indian  groups.  The  preferred 
term  is  American  Indian. 

The  Eskimos  and  Aleuts  in  Alaska  are  two  culturally  distinct  groups  and 
are  sensitive  about  being  included  under  the  "Indian"  designation.  They 
prefer,  "Alaska  Native." 

Contact : 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Public  Affairs  Office 


1849  C Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20240 
Phone:  202  208-3711 
Fax:  202  501-1516 
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"RE : Buffalo  News/Racicot"  

Date:  Sat,  2 Oct  1999  14:05:20  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  News;  10/1/99 

In  this  issue: 

* Fall  is  in  the  Air...  Gearing  up  for  Winter  Campaign  (Plan  your  winter 
Ski  trip  & how  you  can  help!) 

* Buffalo  murdered  and  mutilated  by  Dale  Koelzer,  the  contractor  the 
Montana  D.O.L.  pays  to  help  manage  buffalo.  Flow  can  the  State  of  Montana 
give  federal  monies  to  a known  poacher? 

* Racicot  drools  over  Secretary  of  Interior  position  with  Presidential 
candidate  Bush  and  will  lie,  lie  lie  to  get  there! 

* Fall  petition  drive  upon  us 

* Schedule  a fall  viewing  of  Buffalo  Bull  in  your  Community 

* Flelp  get  the  word  out 

* Thanks! 


Fall  is  in  the  Air...  Gearing  up  for  Winter  Campaign  9/25/99 

Unfortunately,  the  State  of  Montana  is  preparing  to  continue  its  barbaric 
buffalo  slaughter  this  winter.  So...  grassroots  citizens  are  preparing  for 
another  winter  of  direct  nonviolent  action. 

Last  weekend  found  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  in  West  Yellowstone  full  of 
weekend  warriors  chopping  wood  and  prepping  the  cabin  for  winter.  The 
house  smells  good  as  the  kitchen  feeds  those  who  come  in  tired  and  hungry 
after  a hard  day's  work.  The  cabin  glows  from  its  summer  cleaning,  and  the 
newly  expanded  kitchen  gleams.  A new  office  space  in  another  cabin  being 
converted  nears  completion  as  the  old  space  fills  up  with  more  sleeping 
bunks  for  this  winter's  crew.  Fall  is  in  the  air,  a bit  chilly  and  the 
cottonwoods  and  aspens  are  turning  colors.  Bears  are  have  their  final 
berry  feasts  and  the  elk  and  deer  are  preparing  for  change! 

How  can  you  get  involved? 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  is  a consensus  based,  non  discriminatory,  substance 
free  campaign.  Lodging  and  food  (and  loan  of  some  gear)  are  provided  for 
those  who  come  to  help.  Help  is  needed  for  many  things:  ski  patrols;  back 
country  patrols;  highway  buffalo  road  crossing;  monitoring  bald  eagles; 
legal  defense;  cooking  and  cleaning;  networking;  getting  the  word  out  to 
the  press  about  the  situation;  and  contacting  the  people  making  the  bad 
decisions--crying  out  for  justice. 

Plan  a week  (or  a month  or  two)  to  come  to  West  Yellowstone  from  November 
to  May  to  help  out.  Write  mail  to:buffalo@wildrockies.org  for  an  info 
packet.  If  you  have  an  area  of  expertise  like  first  aid,  office  skills, 
non  profit  experience,  legal  expertise,  consensus  training,  spiritual 
teachings  that  you  can  share,  or  anything  else  you  would  like  to  share... 
please  let  us  know.  We  will  have  a Council  teepee  up  this  winter  and  are 
looking  for  folks  to  host  free  informational  seminars  for  the  volunteer 
activists . 

We  are  trying  to  secure  funding  so  that  we  don't  have  to  scramble  in  the 
middle  of  the  campaign  when  things  get  hectic.  Any  contribution  is  tax 
deductible.  If  you  know  of  businesses,  foundations  or  individuals  that 
might  help  out,  please  pass  this  and  our  website  URL  on  to  them.  If  you 
are  not  comfortable  approaching  them  in  our  behalf,  please  send  us  their 
contact  info  and  we  will  make  a polite  inquiry. 

Besides  cash...  we  have  a wish  list  of  needed  items  (also  tax  deductible). 
Any  help  securing  these  items  is  appreciated.  <If  you  approach  a 


manufacturer  or  business  in  our  behalf,  please  let  us  know  so  that  we  can 
intelligently  respond  to  their  follow  up  queries!  Please  contact  Camp 
(buffalo@wildrockies.org)  with  any  questions  or  for  specifics) 

Needed  items: 


-Tee  Pees  (for  extra  lodging) 

-Van 

-Chain  Saw 

-4x4  Truck 

-Pressure  Cooker 

-Bulk  organic  peanut  butter 

-Freezer 

-Wool  socks 

-Car  with  good  gas  mileage 

-Rechargeable  batteries 

-Drill 

-Skill  saw 

-Welder 

-Bulk  honey  & maple  syrup 
-Coffee 

-really  big  coffee  pot 
-Garlic 
-Sorrel  Boots 
-Cross  country  skis 
-Snow  Shoes 
-Head  Lamps 
-Lavender  extract 
-35  mm  cameras  (manual) 

-Lenses  to  fit  such  cameras 
-telephoto 
-wide  angle 

-unipods  or  light  weight  tri/bi  pods 
-Flashes 


-Industrial  sewing  machine 
-Food  dehydrators 
-Duicer 

-(-40)  Sleeping  Bags 
-Snowmobiles 
-Wood  hauling  trailer 
-Solar  panels  & accessories 

-Thick  wool  sweaters 
-Sunglasses 
-Sun  Block 
-Chapstick 
-Small  Woodstoves 
-Digital  cam  corder 

-VHS  Tapes 
-Vitaman  C 

-Organic  herbs  & spices 
-Cashew  butter 
-Tea  seed  oil 
-Grapefruit  seed  extract 


-Water  proof  camera  bags 


-Film 


-Filters  -print  color 

-uv  -print  black  and  white 

-polarized  -slides 

-Camera  straps 

-Disposable  cameras  - electric  stove/range 

- welding  equipment 

- generator 

- bulk  toiletry  items  (toothpaste,  biodegradable  soap,  etc) 

- field  radios  (call  for  info) 

- thank  you  cards/gifts  for  volunteers 

Also  looking  for  responsible,  cheap  film  developing. 


Thanks  for  all  your  support,  and  as  we  gear  up  for  this  winter,  we  will  be 
sending  you  a couple  of  updates  a month  regarding  the  buffalo.  Please  help 
us  get  the  word  out  by  forwarding  this  newsletter  to  a friend  who  might 
want  to  subscribe.  Together  we  can  stop  the  slaughter!  of  the  last  wild 
buffalo  herd. 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

If  you  know  of  any  great  media  folks  in  your  community,  please  send  me 
their  email  and  fax  numbers  so  we  can  keep  them  informed!  Thanks! 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

For  Immediate  Release,  10/1/99 

MT.  State  contractor  admits  to  poaching  buffalo  at  Duck  Creek 


Contact  information: 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
1-406-646-0070 

mail  to: buffalo@wildrockies .org 

On  Tuesday,  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  a group  working  to  protect  the 
last  wild  buffalo  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  found  a poached  bison  on 
the  land  of  Dale  Koelzer.  The  bison  had  been  skinned  with  its  head  and 


genitalia  removed.  Koelzer's  property  adjoins  Yellowstone  National  Park 
about  8 miles  north  of  West  Yellowstone. 

Dale  Koelzer  is  the  same  man  that  the  State  of  Montana  contracts  with  to 
lease  land  and  locate  their  Duck  Creek  bison  capture  trap..  The  MT 
Department  of  Livestock  (D.O.L.)  also  leases  the  basement  to  his  house  for 
their  employees.  The  Duck  Creek  capture  facility  is  notorious  as  the 
staging  ground  for  the  DOL's  slaughter  of  bison  as  they  migrate  outside  of 
Yellowstone  Park's  boundaries.  Koelzer  obviously  believed  that  his  cozy 
relationship  with  the  State  gave  him  the  authority  to  poach  bison.  The  day 
before  he  admitted  to  the  barbaric  killing,  when  initially  contacted  by  the 
local  game  warden,  Koelzer  denied  having  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Mike  Mease,  Field  Operations  Coordinator  for  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
stated,  "Koelzer  didn't  follow  the  law  regarding  bison  on  private  lands,  and 
he  lied  to  the  State.  The  D.O.L.  should  immediately  cancel  their  contracts 
with  Koelzer,  remove  the  Duck  Creek  capture  facility,  and  prosecute  him  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  law." 

So  far,  he  has  been  charged  with  waste  of  game,  unlawful  hunting  during 
closed  season  and  possession  of  an  unlawfully  killed  animal.  Each  charge 
carries  a small  fine  and  some  jail  time  (6  months  for  each).  He  must  be 
prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  including  jail  time  and  an  example  must  be 
made  that  this  behavior  is  unacceptable.  It  is  unacceptable  to  use  the 
defense  that  he  was  trying  to  protect  his  horses.  If  that  were  the  case,  he 
should  have  acted  as  the  law  demands  and  immediately  contacted  the  D.O.L. 
or  local  game  warden  instead  of  lying  and  harvesting  valuable  parts  of  the 
bison  while  leaving  valuable  meat  to  rot. 

It  would  be  a crime  if  he  gets  off  by  only  paying  a small  fine  (probably 
out  of  the  money  he  receives  from  the  state  for  his  leases). 

By  poaching  and  then  removing  the  head,  skin  and  genitalia,  it  must  be 
investigated  if  his  intention  was  indeed  to  sell  a poached  animal  or  its 
parts  on  the  black  market.  It  must  also  be  investigated  what  charges  can  be 
brought  against  him  for  willfully  lying  to  a FWP  agent. 

Koelzer  initially  created  the  situation  of  buffalo  frequenting  his  land 
by  feeding  elk  hay  in  the  winter  to  bait  them  onto  his  land  for  hunting. 
Buffalo  frequent  areas  where  hay  is  used  as  bait,  and  that  is  how  the 
D.O.L.  lures  them  into  their  capture  facilities. 

The  Department  of  Livestock  must  cancel  their  contracts  with  this  admitted 
poacher.  In  no  way  can  he  receive  state  monies  or  have  contact  with  the 
buffalo  after  showing  such  blatant  disregard  for  not  only  the  buffalo  but 
the  law.  Contact  the  D.O.L.  and  request  that  they  discontinue  any 
contracts  with  this  criminal: 

Montana  Department  of  Livestock 
Box  202201 
Helena,  MT  59620 

The  DOL's  acting  director  is  Marc  Bridges 
phone  from  in-state  at  1-800-523-3162;  ext.  3 
or  out  of  state  (406)  444-2023. 

D.O.L.  media  flack: 

Tom  Daubert 

in-state  phone  # 1-800-523-3162 
or  out  of  state  406.449  2095 

or  email  Arnie  Gertonson,  Montana  State  Vet:  mail  to: agertonson@mt.gov 

The  Prosecuting  attorney  is  Todd  Whipple  for  Gallatin  County  (406.582.2145) 

Currently,  the  U.S.  Congress  is  in  the  process  of  appropriating  $750,000 
(of  your  federal  tax  dollars)  to  run  the  DOL's  bison  capture  operations  at 
Duck  Creek  and  Horse  Butte.  Much  of  that  money  would  end  up  in  Koelzer's 
pocket,  as  it  has  in  the  past.  Contact  your  Congressional  Reps  and  Senators 
and  tell  them  that  they  must  remove  the  capture  facility  appropriations 
item  from  Senate  Bill  1233  or  House  Bill  1906. 

The  Senate  bill  also  includes  $610,000  for  the  Greater  Yellowstone 
Interagency  Brucellosis  Committee  (GYIBC) . The  GYIBC  is  comprised  of  all 


the  state  and  federal  agencies  involved  in  bison  management.  It  has  been 
given  the  responsibility  of  resolving  the  ongoing  controversy  surrounding 
bison  management  in  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Ecosystem.  Unfortunately,  its 
current  solutions  focus  on  manipulating  and  killing  bison  and  elk  to 
eradicate  the  bacteria  while  leaving  the  domestic  livestock  industry 
untouched.  Though  the  Senate  bill  does  not  specify  how  this  money  would  be 
spent,  allowing  the  GYIBC  member  states  (Wyoming,  Idaho,  and  Montana)  to 
control  these  funds  is  unacceptable.  The  bill  has  gone  thru  the  House  and 
is  going  back  to  the  Senate  ratification.  So  please  take  a moment  and 
contact  them  today...  it  really  can  help: 

US  Senators 

The  Honorable  

United  States  Senate;  Washington,  DC  20510 

email  addresses  for  senators  at:  http://www.senate.gov 

AGRICULTURE  APPROPRIATIONS  CONFEREES: 

SENATORS: 

Ted  Stevens  (AK) 

202-224-3004  ph 
202-224-2354  fax 

Robert  Byrd  (WV) 

202-224-3954  ph 
202-3384467  fax 

Thad  Cochran  (MS) 

202-224-5054  ph 
202-224-9450  fax 

Arlen  Specter  (PA) 

202-224-4254  ph 
202-228-1229  fax 

Christopher  Bond  (MO) 

202-224-5721  ph 
202-224-8149  fax 

Mitch  McConnell  (KY) 

202-224-2541  ph 
202-224-2489  fax 

Herb  Kohl  (WI) 

202-224-5653  ph 
608-264-5473  fax 

Tom  Harkin  (IA) 

202-224-3254  ph 
202-224-9369  fax 

Byron  Dorgan  (ND) 

202-224-2551  ph 
202-224-1193  fax 

Dianne  Feinstein  (CA) 

202-224-3841  ph 
202-228-3954  fax 

Richard  Durbin  (IL) 

202-224-2152  ph 
202-228-0400  fax 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Racicot  drools  over  Secretary  of  Interior  position  with  Presidential 
candidate  Bush  and  will  lie,  lie  lie  to  get  there! 


In  a recent  article  intended  to  make  the  George  Bush  election  campaign 
think  that  Marc  Racicot  is  truly  working  on  the  buffalo  issue,  Marc 
emotionally  told  a group  of  reporters  that  bison  management  is  an  issue  on 
which  he  spends  most  of  his  time.  "We're  driving  every  day  to  find  a 
solution,"  Racicot  said.  "It's  that  important.  It's  that  damn  important." 
(Billings  Gazette,  Article  by  loe  Kolmanj  September  1st,  1999). 

We  all  know  that  Racicot  is  unresponsive  to  the  wills  of  hunters  and 
citizens  opposed  to  current  state  buffalo  policy.  How  many  times  have  you 
called  or  written  Marc  and  has  he  been  responsive  to  your  concerns?  The 
fact  that  he  discontinued  email  accounts  when  contacted  about  the  buffalo 
issue  further  proves  that  not  only  is  Mr.  Racicot  technologically 
illiterate  but  completely  unresponsive  and  unconcerned  about  the  view 
points  of  those  who  he  was  elected  to  serve. 

Should  Racicot  be  considered  for  a Cabinet  position  in  the  would-be  Bush 
presidency?  His  reaction  to  public  opinion  about  the  bison  should  be  an 
issue.  Take  a moment  and  contact  the  George  Bush  campaign  and  let  them  know 
how  you  feel  about  Governor  Racicot  being  involved  in  their  campaign.  Is 
he  a help  or  hindrance  to  their  campaign?  Let  them  know. 

Bush  for  President 

P.0.  Box  1902 

Austin,  Texas  78767-1902 

Phone:  (512)-637-2000 
Fax:  (512)  637-8800 

email : http : //www. georgewbush . com/Cont act /contact . html 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Fall  petition  Drive  upon  us 

The  first  presentation  of  signatures  in  Washington  D.C.  last  spring  relayed 
the  demands  of  thousands  of  concerned  citizens  from  around  the  globe  that 
they  are  disgusted  at  the  buffalo  slaughter.  These  citizens  are  demanding 
an  end  to  the  insanity.  This  fall  as  the  buffalo  killing  begins  again,  we 
will  do  another  presentation  to  elected  officials  in  DC.  Please  let  your 
friends  who  haven't  signed  the  petition  yet  know  the  URL.  If  you  have  a 
half  hour,  research  the  web  and  share  info  about  the  buffalo 
(http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo)  with  folks  who  haven't  heard  about  it. 
The  more  folks  that  express  outrage,  the  stronger  we  will  be. 

Thanks  for  encouraging  your  friends  to  sign  on  (and  if  you  haven't 
yourself...  here  is  your  chance!) 

We'll  keep  ya  updated! 

it  takes  about  30  seconds...  go  to  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffpet 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Schedule  a fall  viewing  of  the  Buffalo  Bull  video  in  your  Community 
A copy  of  Buffalo  Bull  is  available  for  a showing  in  your  community. 
Reserve  a library  room.  Contact  the  local  events  calendar  in  the  paper. 
Make  up  a few  flyers  and  hang  them  and  have  a showing.  We  can  provide  you 
with  the  tape  (not  suitable  for  young  kids)  and  some  newsletters  to  get  the 
info  out.  Invite  the  local  media!  Drop  us  a note  and  send  what  ya  can  to 
cover  postage  etc.  and  we  will  get  it  out  to  you. 

Thanks! 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  have  joined  the  update  list  over  the  summer. 

If  you  heard  about  the  buffalo  issue  over  the  summer  traveling  thru 
Yellowstone  or  from  a friend,  there  is  some  background  info  at 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 

Write  us  with  any  suggestions,  comments  or  to  get  more  involved! 

A big  thanks  also  to  Patagonia  for  excellent  help  with  a great  West  Coast 
Road  Show  this  summer!  Also  to  Bonnie  Raitt  and  all  the  great  folks  who 
held  a benefit  concert  for  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  and  Honor  the  Earth! 

Thanks  to  the  folks  at  Norcross  for  helping  out!  And  thanks  to  all  of  you 
who  have  helped  us  out  with  expenses.  Every  donation  small  or  large  helps 
us  stay  on  the  front  lines  and  continue  this  important  work!  Every 
thoughtful  email  or  card  to  the  campaign  helps  an  activist  know  that  their 
hard  work  and  sacrifices  are  appreciated. 

Thanks  to  all! 

For  the  Earth  and  all  her  creatures! 


+++++++++++++++++++ 


Contact  info  for  camp: 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 

406-646-0070  phone 

406-646-0071  fax 

mail  to: buffalo@wildrockies .org 

http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 


Please  take  20  seconds  and  add  your  voice  to  those  who  speak  FOR  THE 
BUFFALO  and  sign  this  petition! 
http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffpet 

Last  year  the  Montana  DOL  killed  96  buffalo. .. and  they  have  killed  over 
1200  this  decade! 

Now,  is  the  time  to  speak  out  before  the  killing  begins  again  this  year. 
Please  encourage  your  friends  and  families  to  stop  by  and  sign!  and  thanks 
to  all  of  you  who  have  already  signed  on!!!!  The  first  delivery  in  DC  was 
great!  The  second  one  this  fall  will  be  even  better! 


we  have  posted  video  clips  for  an  "in  the  field"  look  at  the  buffalo  and 
their  plight  with  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock 

Please  stop  by  and  see  it!  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
The  page  is  being  updated  for  this  new  winter  season ...  keep  checkin  in  and 
thanks  for  your  pattience! 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

List -Sub scribe : mail  to: Stop - t he - SI aughter-on@vortex. wild roc kies . org 
List - Unsubscribe : mail  to: Stop -the- Slaughter -of f@vortex. wild roc kies . org 
News  Submissions  or  Problems:  mail  to:Stop-the-Slaughter@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  26  Sep  1999  19:41:37  -0410 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Lavender,  Donald 
#268-231 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  12/15/53 

Lindsay,  Patrick 
#A195-172 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Ancestry:  Chippawa/Ojibwe 

Leffel,  Jack  R 
#R149-905 

PO  Box  209  (12-E-8) 
Orient,  OH  43146 


Kneedler,  Jim  Ray 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 

Leeper,  Everett 
#164-369 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/8/51 
Ancestry:  Lakota 

Lancaster,  Jason  Lee 
#315-149 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/25/74 


Date  of  Birth:  11/12/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 

"RE : Are  There  Good  Hearts..."  — - 

Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  09:34:51  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : are  there  good  hearts... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Where  is  a good  heart  Grandfather?  What  do  you  mean.  Grandchild? 

Where  are  all  those  that  roamed  the  earth  and  brought  peace,  a kind 
word,  a taste  of  life  as  a man  who  takes  flight  with  eagles,  who  runs 
with  the  mountain  lion,  has  the  strength  like  a bear  and  and  kindness 
to  care  for  sparrow  with  broken  wings.  Where  are  these  men  Grandfather? 
They  have  not  gone,  they  are  here.  Grandchild. 

I have  looked  for  them  in  the  forests,  in  valleys  and  on  the  flat  land. 
Where  have  they  gone.  All  that  was  is  no  more,  we  have  no  food,  no 
animals  to  hunt  and  there  are  those  who  would  tell  us  go  away  from  our 
own  homeland.  Who  say  we  do  not  belong  here,  and  all  those  that  come 
this  way,  are  they  not  men  like  us. 

Yes  my  Grandchild,  the  good  hearts  are  hard  to  find.  Look  far  off  to 
the  horizon,  in  the  dawn,  can  you  see  it.  Dawn  Boy  runs  to  meet  the 
day  and  farther  way  above  the  sky  is  all  that  is  beautiful.  You  must 
seek  it  and  follow  it,  step  into  it  and  let  it  wrap  itself  in  you  and 
there  you  will  find  others  like  yourself  seeking  good  hearts  and  you 
will  find  them  there. 

Grandfather,  is  it  really  so  that  there  is  this  place? 

Go  that  way  and  seek  it,  all  that  is  good,  hozhoji,  the  beauty  way,  and 
in  time  you  will  find  that  the  good  heart  you  seek  not  too  far  from 
you.  No  one  can  take  away  a dream,  hope  and  a rainbow,  let  it  be  so 
seek  these  things  all  the  days  of  your  life.... go  my  grandchild  your 
journey  begins .... 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. geocities . com/SoHo/Nook/1574/">Nava jo 
Spaceships</a>  http: //www. geocities . com/SoHo/Nook/1574/ 

"RE;  Poem:  We  Gave  Him  His  First  Drink"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Sep  1999  09:06:53  EDT 
From:  NDNMADN46@aol.com 

Sub j : I thought  I would  share  some  of  my  poetry  with  you 


WE  GAVE  HIM  HIS  FIRST  DRINK 


WE  CAME  TO  HIS  LAND- -UNINVITED 
WE  WAGED  OUR  WAR- -UNINCITED 
WE  PLUNDERED  HIS  FIELDS  AND  RUINED  HIS  HEALTH 
FOR  ONLY  ONE  REASON- -TO  INCREASE  OUR  WEALTH 

WE  INTRODUCED  HIM  TO  DEMON  DRINK 

AND  PLIED  HIM  WITH  IT,  TIL  HE  COULDN'T  THINK 
WE  RAPED  HIS  WOMEN  AND  SCHOOLED  HIS  KIDS 
WE  DID  ALL  THIS  AND  YOU  KNOW  WE  DID 

WE  STOLE  HIS  HOME  AND  GAVE  HIM  WINE 

AND  THEN  WE  CALL  HIM  DRUNK  HOMELESS  SWINE 
WHO  WERE  WE  TO  STAIN  HIS  DIRT 

TO  THINK  OF  IT  MAKES  MY  HEART  HURT 

SOME  WOULD  CALL  HIM  THE  NOBLE  RED  MAN 

THEN  CURSE  HIS  NAME  FOR  TAKING  A STAND 
TO  PROTECT  HIS  HOME, HIS  WIFE  AND  WAYS 
TO  LIVE  HIS  LIFE  IN  YEARS  NOT  DAYS 

WITH  HUMBLE  WEAPONS  OF  STONE  AND  STICK 

HE  FOUGHT  THE  FIRES  WITH  SMOKE  SO  THICK 
HE  COULDN'T  SEE  WHAT  HE  WAS  DOING 

BUT  WATCHED  HIS  WORLD  FALL  INTO  RUIN 

HE  DID  HIS  BEST  TO  PROTECT  HIS  LAND 

BUT,  I THINK  HE  KNEW  HE  COULDN'T  STAND 
AGAINST  THE  WHITE  MANS  ENCROACHING  POWER 
AND  SO  HE  GAVE  UP  FIELD  AND  BOWER 

TO  THINK  OF  THIS  MAKES  MY  HEART  SAD 
THAT  MY  ANCESTORS  WERE  SO  BAD 
AS  TO  RUN  A RACE  OF  PEOPLE  --PROUD 

INTO  THE  GROUND  AND  UNDER  A SHROUD 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Oct  99  03:05:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  10-16 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

10 

All  places  are  here;  all  time  is  now. 

11 

Each  person's  perception  of  the  world  is  a little  different. 

12 

In  life,  there  is  no  end  of  possibilities. 

13 

Seek  to  know  all  that  there  is  to  know  --  to  experience  all 
that  there  is  to  experience. 

14 

You  speak,  . . . and  I can  hear  your  voice  in  the  very  silence 
of  my  soul. 

15 

How  much  more  interesting  is  the  tapestry  woven  of  many 
colors  than  that  woven  of  only  one  hue. 

16 

The  wind  whispers  over  the  mountains  and  through  the  leaves 


of  the  trees  below. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : DC  Demonstration  Guidelines"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  10:32:45  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman(3theofficenet . com> 

Sub  j : DC  Demonstration  Guidelines 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

First  a brief  note: 

Rena's  livestock  have  been  returned,  though  apparently  some  had  been 
injured.  I don't  have  any  details. 

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  08:07:45  -0400 
From:  SENAA  <senaal@netscape . net> 

To:  <list  deleted> 

Subject:  DC  Demonstration  Guidelines 

Below  is  a copy  of  the  demonstration  permit  and  activity  regulations  as 
outlined  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

If  you  are  planning  to  attend  the  Washington,  DC,  demonstration,  please 
read  carefully. 

Thank  you 

A1  Swilling 
President /Founder 
SENAA  International 

09/27/99  12:16  FAX  202  401  2430  DIV.  OF  PARK  PROGRAMS  001 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
National  Capital  Region 
1100  Ohio  Drive,  S.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20242 

PUBLIC  GATHERING  PERMIT 

99-1591  Date:  09/27/99 

In  accordance  with  Park  Regulations  as  contained  in  C.F.R., 

Title  36,  Chapter  1,  Section  7.9G,  permission  is  granted  to 
conduct  a public  gathering  to  the  following: 

Person(s)  and/or  organization(s) : SOUTHEASTERN  NATIVE 

AMERICAN  ALLIANCE 

Date(s) : 10/02/99  To:  10/03/99 

Time:  Starting:  10:00  A.M.  Ending:  11:00  P.M. 

Location(s) : WHITE  HOUSE  SIDEWALK 

Purpose(s) : TO  PROTEST  (PEACEFULLY)  THE  HUMAN  RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS  BEING  CONDUCTED  AGAINST  THE 
DINE ' H ON  BLACK  MESA 


Anticipated  Number  of  Participants:  100 


Person(s)  in  Charge:  THOMAS  A.  SWILLING 


Address(es) : 2324  GEORGETOWN  RD.  NW  APT. #602  CLEVELAND,  TN  37311-1268 

Telephone  Nos.  Day:  423-G14-7821 

This  permit  is  granted  subject  to  the  following  conditions: 

1.  Permittee  and  all  participants  authorized  therein  must 
comply  with  all  of  the  conditions  of  this  permit  and 

with  all  reasonable  directions  of  the  United  States  Park 
Police. 

2.  All  sidewalks,  walkways,  and  roadways  must  remain 
unobstructed  to  allow  for  the  reasonable  use  of  these 
areas  by  pedestrians,  vehicles,  and  other  park  visitors. 

PERMITTEE  IS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  READING  AND  ADHERING  TO  THE  ATTACHED 
ADDITIONAL  CONDITIONS. 

3.  All  laws,  rules  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  area  covered 
by  this  permit  remain  in  effect. 

4.  No  fee  may  be  collected,  donation  solicited,  or  commercial 
activity  conducted. 

5.  The  area  must  be  left  in  substantially  the  same  condition  as  it  was 
prior  to  the  activities  authorized  herein,  and  all  litter  shall  be 
placed  in  the  trash  containers  provided. 

G . This  permit  is  applicable  only  for  the  use  of  the  area  designated 
above,  and  during  the  times  designated  above,  or  in  any  area  as  may 
hereafter  be  designated  by  the  United  States  Park  Police. 

7.  The  use  of  sound  amplification  equipment,  other  than  hand-portable 
sound  amplification  equipment  to  be  used  for  crowd  control  purposes 
only,  is  prohibited  on  the  White  House  Sidewalk  (South  1600  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  NW.,  sidewalk  between  East  Executive  Avenue).  All  sound 
amplification  equipment  shall  be  limited  so  that  it  will  not 
unreasonably  disturb  nonparticipating  persons  in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of, 
the  area. 

B.  The  National  Park  Service  reserves  the  right  to  immediately  revoke 
this  permit  at  any  time  should  it  reasonably  appear  that  the  public 
gathering  presents  a clear  and  present  danger  to  the  public  safety,  good 
order  or  health,  or  if  any  conditions  of  this  permit  are  violated. 

Terry  R.  Carlstrom 
Regional  Director 
National  Capital  Region 

By: 

Richard  E.  Merryman 

Chief  Division  of  Park  Programs 

National  Capital  Parks-Central 

PERMIT#  99-1591 

SOUTHEASTERN  NATIVE  AMERICAN  ALLIANCE 

10/02/99  AND  10/03/99  (10:00  A.M.  - 7:00  P.M.  EACH  DAY,  VIGIL  ON  10/02) 
PAGE  2 

ADDITIONAL  CONDITIONS 
A.  Event  Overview: 


Participants  (100),  will  be  picketing/candlelight  vigil  on  the  White 
House  sidewalk 

from  10:00  A.M.  to  11:00  P.M.  10/02,  and  10:00  A.M.  to  7:OOP.M.  10/03, 
to  "protest 

(peacefully)  the  human  rights  violations  being  conducted  against  the 
Dine'H  on  Black 

Mesa,  Arizona.  There  will  be  picketing  during  the  daytime,  and  a 
candlelight 

prayer  vigil  the  evening  of  October  2,  1999. 

3.  Time  Schedule: 

10-02-99 

10:00  A.M.  - Participants  begin  picketing  the  White  House  sidewalk 
Evening  - A candlelight  vigil  that  may  last  until  11:00  P.M. 

10-03-99 

10:  00  A.M.  - Participants  begin  picketing  the  White  House  sidewalk 
7:00  P.M.  - Picketing  and  event  finished. 

C.  White  House  Sidewalk  Conditions 

1.  Person  in  charge  is  responsible  for  reading  and  adhering  to  the 
attached  additional  regulations  concerning  the  use  of  the  White  House 
sidewalk 

2.  Upon  arrival  onsite,  person  in  charge  is  responsible  for  checking 
with  Park  Ranger  and/or  U.S.  Park  Police  personnel  onsite  for 
coordination  and/or  additional  instructions  concerning  this  permit. 

3.  Structures  are  not  permitted  on  the  White  House  sidewalk. 

4.  No  signs  or  placards  on  the  White  House  sidewalk  except  those  made  of 
cardboard,  posterboard  or  cloth  having  dimensions  no  greater  that  three 
feet  in  width,  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  one-quarter  inch  in  thickness. 

No  supports  shall  be  permitted  for  signs  or  placards  except  those  made 
of  wood  having  cross-sectional  dimensions  no  greater  than  tree-quarter 
of  an  inch  by  three-quarter  of  an  inch.  Stationary  signs  or  placards 
shall  be  no  closer  than  three  feet  from  the  White  House  sidewalk  fence. 

All  signs  and  placards  shall  be  attended  at  all  times  that  they  remain 
on  the  White  House  sidewalk.  Signs  or  placards  shall  be  considered  to  be 
attended  only  when  they  are  in  physical  contact  with  a person.  No  signs 
or  placards  shall  be  tied,  fastened,  or  otherwise  attached  to  or  leaned 
against  the  White  House  fence,  lamp  posts  or  other  structures  on  the 
White  House  sidewalk.  No  signs  or  placards  shall  be  held,  placed  or  set 
down  on  the  center  portion  of  the  White  House  sidewalk,  comprising  ten 
yards  on  either  side  of  the  center  point  on  the  sidewalk;  provided;  however, 
that  individuals  may  demonstrate  while  carrying  signs  on  that  portion  of 
the  sidewalk  if  they  continue  to  move  along  the  sidewalk. 

5.  Particular  attention  is  called  to  item  7,  last  page  of  this  permit, 
concerning  sound  amplification. 

6.  Contact  Amy  Dailey,  President's  Park,  (202)  208-163  1,  to  finalize 
logistics . 

7.  Contact  Sgt.  Roxanne  Brown-Ankney,  U.S.  Park  Police,  (202)  426-0950, 
to  finalize  U.S.  Park  Police  logistics. 

8.  Permittee  is  responsible  for  removing  all  trash  and  debris  resulting 
from  this  event. 

9.  No  attachments  to  park  trees,  plantings  and/or  structures. 

10  CANDLE  HOLDERS  MUST  BE  PROVIDED  TO  COLLECT  HOT  CANDLE 

WAX.  CANDLES  MUST  BE  HAND  CARRIED  AT  ALL  TIMES. 


- — "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  4 October  15:39:14  -0 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

October  8 

American  War  Mothers  National  Meeting  Pow-wow 
Sheraton  Hotel 
Tulsa,  OK 

Florian  Griggs  (918)  337-8091 
October  8-10 

Foot  of  the  Hills  Indian  Festival 
Piedmont,  Alabama 
(256)  447-8811 

October  9 

Delaware  War  Mothers  Annual  Fall  Dance 
Washington  Co.  Fairgrounds 
Dewey,  OK 
(918)  534-1340 

October  9-10 

Cedar  Town  Indian  Festival 
Cedar  Town,  GA 
(770)  334-3344 

October  23 

8th  Annual  Razorback  Pow-wow 
Barnhill  Arena,  University  of  Arkansas 
Native  American  Student  Association 
Gourd  Dancing  @ 2pm, 

Grand  Entry  @ 6:30 

Adult  category  contests  only. 

Must  be  in  grand  entry  to  contest  and  in  regalia  to  receive  contest  money 
October  30 

AICS  7th  Annual  Fall  Inter-tribal  Gourd  Dance 
Norman,  OK 
(405)  552-3803 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 


November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  Dr.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 13 

Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century  Conference 
Holiday  Inn  City  Center  in  Tucson,  AZ 
Kristy  Schmidt  (520)  621-7189 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 

National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
Apache  Vets  Day  Fair  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  13  - 14 
7th  Annual  Four  Winds  Pow-wow 
Killeen  Texas 

Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts  Food  Booths  and  $1.00  Admission 
Paula  Brock  (254)  699-3167 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 


November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m.,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 


Date:  03  Oct  1999  09:53:49  GMT 
From:  waya94@aol.com  (Waya94) 

Sub j : Your  Alaska  POW  WOW  invite.  Oct  16  & 17 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Gathering  of  Tribes  - POW  WOW  '99 

http : // kat as se .tripod . com/ Pow-wow . htm 

Centennial  Hall,  Oct  16,  17,  1999.  Juneau,  Alaska. 

Admission:  $10  dollars  per  person  per  day. 

POW  WOW  '99  will  especially  honor  our  Veterans. 

Call  for  Table  - two  days  $100. 

POW-WOW  Hotline  1-907-463-5164. 

You  can  also  make  reservations  for  POW  WOW  2000  in  April,  2000. 
Looking  for  performers  and  dancers  or  native  groups/drummers. 


Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  22:22:18  -0700 

From:  Jennifer  Olaranna  Viereck  <heal@kay-net . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Nevada  Test  Site  Gathering  Oct.  8-11 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  your  calendars,  please  note  the  dates  for  the 
Fall  Gathering  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  below. 

Thank  you,  --Jennifer  Viereck,  Coordinator 

Fall  Healing  Global  Wounds  Gathering  October  8-11,  Nevada 
Nuclear  Test  Site  gates.  Workshops  on  Yucca  Mt.  Waste 
Repository  DEIS  and  sane  alternatives. 

Celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  with  Ceremony  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  (NTS). 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  PO  Box  420,  Tecopa  CA  92389  USA 

Phone:  (760)  852-4175  FAX:  (760)852-4151 

E-mail:  heal@kay-net.com  URL:  http://www.shundahai.org/HGW 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 


traditional  Native  American  musical  performances . There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer , Berkeley 
DIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
JONATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
1ACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
ION  PLLITTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 


Millie  Ketcheshawno 
Event  Director 


lames  M.  Fortier 

Event  Coordinator 


The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 
Ticketing  (415) 


705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 


Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 


Date:  Wed,  2 lun  1999  06:50:31  EDT 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : First  Assembly  of  Nations  Parade 

Received  in  today  from  the: 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

It  gives  the  Native  American  Nations  great  pride  in  announcing  this  press 
release  in  regards  to  the  FIRST  ever  in  New  York  City,  Assembly  of  Indian 
Nations  Parade. 

On  Saturday,  October  9,  1999  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00pm,  we  will  host  the 
First  Native  American  Day  Parade,  starting  at  Macy's  on  34th  Street  and 
Broadway  and  ending  at  the  Veteran's  Memorial  Eternal  Light  Circle  on  23d 
Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Chief  Red  Deer 

Cherokee/Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 
(917) -253-3404 
(212)666-9478 
or 

Chief  Firebird  Graywolf 
(718)378-1838 

Cherokee  / Blackfeet  Cultural  Circle 

P.  0.  Box  2070 

New  York,  New  York  10 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

~November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 


Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Judy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PFI: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Thu,  23  Sep  1999  12:39:48  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : More  Southern  Events  updates 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  /V  y y rw 


ALABAMA 

Oct.  6-9:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Moundville.  Arts,  crafts,  music,  dance,  storytelling,  games,  etc. 
Hours:  Wednesday  - Friday,  9am  - 4pm;  Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Dorothy 
Beckman  or  Bill  Bomar  (205)  371-2572. 

Oct.  8-10:  Annual  Gem  & Mineral  Show,  Von  Braun  Civic  Center,  Huntsville. 

Not  a Native  American  event,  but  of  possible  interest  to  rock  collectors. 
Info:  Patricia  Mitcham  (256)  880-0623. 

Oct.  8-10:  Horsepens  40  Native  American  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  atop  Chandler 
Mountain,  Steele.  Friday  is  School  Day.  MC:  Jimmy  Boy  Dial.  There  will  be 
dancing,  storytelling,  demonstrations,  entertainment.  Among  the  performers  & 
special  guests  are  Lawson  Corley  and  the  Four  Winds  Dance  Team.  Head  staff: 
TBA.  Admission:  $6.00  Adults,  $3.00  Students.  Camping  available  on  site  - 
ask  about  special  rates.  RV  hook-ups  available,  also.  Take  1-59  to  Exit  166 
or  Exit  174,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  (800)  421-8564  or  (205)  322-5626, 
extension  305.  Website:  www.horsepens40.com. 


Oct.  8-10:  Foot  of  the  Mountains  Indian  Festival,  at  the  Piedmont  Sports 
Complex,  Piedmont.  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL : Brandy  Denkins;  HD:  Wagon  Burners; 

MC:  Johnathan  Feather.  WS:  Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society. 

Fire  Dancing,  Hoop  Dancing.  Vendors  by  invitation  only;  Arts  & Crafts  Act 
observed.  Benefits  to  Piedmont  Parks  & Recreation  Department.  Schedule: 

Friday  (Student's  Day)  - 9am-2pm;  Saturday  - 10am-8pm;  Sunday  - 10am-5pm.  GE 
at  11am  Saturday  & Sunday.  Admission:  $4.00  - Adults;  $2.00  - Ages  6-12; 

Free  - 5 & under.  Info:  PO  Box  562,  Piedmont,  AL  36272,  or,  (256)  447-8811. 

Oct.  9:  Homewood  American  Indian  Festival,  Homewood  Park,  Homewood.  Free  to 
the  public.  Hours:10am  - 6pm.  The  Circle  is  open  to  all  intertribal  dancers  & 
all  veterans  are  welcome.  HD:  White  Horse;  Special  Guest  drum:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence  (Cherokee);  HL:  Linda  Raven  Woods  (Cherokee);  ST: 
Two  Dogs  (Mohawk);  MC:  Dim  Tsula  Praytor  (Cherokee/Osochi) . Info:  Ani 
Gasaguali  of  Alabama  (205)  870-1095  (9am-5pm  CDT,  Monday  thru  Saturday),  or 
gasaguali(3aol . com . 

Oct.  9-10:  Festival  of  the  Singing  River,  McFarland  Park,  Florence. 
Celebration  of  Native  American  history  & heritage,  with  authentic  dancing, 
arts,  crafts,  food,  demonstrations  & children's  activities.  Saturday, 
10am-5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  No  admission  charged.  Info:  Florence/Lauderdale 
Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35630  (256)  740-4141. 

Oct.  14-16:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park, 
Huntsville.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a cultural  heritage  festival.  There 
will  be  lectures,  storytelling,  demonstrations  of  Southeastern  traditional 
dances,  craftsmen,  games  & skills  demonstrations.  Admission:  $2.00  - Ages 
2-18;  $5.00  - Adults.  Thursday  & Friday  are  School  Days,  Saturday  is  for  the 
general  public.  On-site  parking  available  for  handicapped  only,  but  there  is 
a free  shuttle  from  the  parking  lot  at  Huntsville  High  School.  Info:  Deff 
Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  15-17:  Fall  Plant  Sale,  Mobile  Botanical  Gardens,  Mobile.  Not  a Native 
event.  Largest  selection  on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  native  & hard-to-find 
perennials.  Info:  (334)  342-0555. 

Oct.  16-17:  Fort  Payne  Indian  Festival,  at  the  park  adjacent  to  the  Ft  Payne 
Depot  Museum,  Ft.  Payne.  This  is  a special  pow  wow  in  honor  of  all  Veterans. 
HD:  Buffalo  Heart;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  HM:  Rock  Dickerson;  HL:  Ellen  Rasco;  WS: 
Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Info:  Derry  Lang  (256) 

492-5217  or  Marjorie  Ferguson  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  16-17:  French  Colonial  Living  History,  Fort  Toulouse/Dackson  Park, 
Wetumpka.  Living  historians  recreate  the  lifestyles  of  the  1750 's  French 
fort  & nearby  Indian  village.  Open  10am  - 5pm. 

Info:  Ned  Denkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  22-23:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scotsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  208  South  Houston  St.,  two  blocks  off  the  courthouse  square. 
Not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of  the  lifeways  of  the  Southeastern 
Indians.  Crafts,  skills,  dress  & storytelling;  mainly  of  Cherokee  & Creek 
traditions.  Hours:  Friday  8:30am  - 4:00pm;  Saturday  9:00am  - 4:00pm. 
Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Students.  Info:  (256)  259-2122. 

Oct.  23-24:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon,  off  Hwy.  49,  between 
Dadeville  & Horseshoe  Bend  national  Military  Park.  HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest 
Drum:  Southwind;  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Lois  Dones,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
her  daughter,  Sandy  Frazier,  and  granddaughter.  Brandy  Denkins; FP:  Tony 
Walkingstick.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm  Saturday,  11am  - 5pm  Sunday.  Admission:  Ages 
6-11  & Seniors  - $1.50;  Ages  12  & over  - $3.00.  HH:  The  Horseshoe  Inn, 
located  at  the  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  280  & AL  Hwy.  22,  in  Alexander  City, 

AL  (256)  234-6311.  The  public  is  invited.  All  dancers  are  welcome.  Info: 

Terry  or  Dudy  Huff  (256)  825-0075. 


GEORGIA 


Oct.  9-10:  Cedantown  Indian  Festival,  Cedartown.  Info:  Frank  Flail  (770) 
334-3344. 

Oct.  15-17:  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Flamilton.  Located  25 
miles  north  of  Columbus,  GA,  the  festival  will  feature  primitive  skills 
demonstrations,  social  & intertribal  dances,  Floop  Dancing,  American  Indian 
arts  & crafts,  artwork  by  Doe  Belt.  There  will  be  over  $12,000  in  prize 
money,  with  Drum,  Dance,  & Tipi  Competitions.  AD:  Keith  Red  Elk;  MC:  Rob 
Dougherty;  Flead  Dudge:  Bullet  Standingdeer . Admission:  Adults  - $6.00;  Ages 
6-12  - $3.00;  5 & under  - free.  There  is  also  a $1.00  parking  donation  to 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Schedule:  Friday  9am  - 3pm  (Special  School  Day 
Admission  of  $2.00)  & 6pm  - 9pm($1.00  off  regular  admission  price);  Saturday 
10am  - 10pm;  Sunday  10am  - 5pm. Info:  Flamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PO  Box  3, 
Flamilton,  GA  31811,  or  Forrest  Moore  (706)  628-5400,  or 
ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org.  There  is  also  a website  at: 
www. h ami ltonch amber .org/ossahatchee . htm. 


KENTUCKY 

Oct.  8-10:  Drennon  Springs  Festival,  Drennon  Springs.  Info:  Dason  Flart  (502) 
845-8125  or  jasonhart@usa.net. 

Oct.  8-10:  Doining  Flands,  Doining  Spirits,  Calhoun.  Info:  Terry  Welborrne 
(502)  275-4619. 

Oct.  15-17:  Day  of  the  Wolf  Pow  Wow,  Nelson  County  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown. 
Dust  south  of  the  Bluegrass  Parkway  on  US  31-E.  Friday  is  Student's  Day.  GO: 
5pm  Friday;  10am  Saturday;  10am  Sunday.  Admission:  $6.00  - Adults,  $5.00  - 
Sr.  Citizens,  $4.00  - Students  aged  7-12;  6 & under  - Free.  GE:  Friday,  6pm 
EST;  Saturday,  noon  & 5pm  EST;  Sunday,  1pm  EST.  Camping  at  Fairgrounds  for 
Traders  & Dancers  only  - teepees  & tents  - no  open  fires.  Sponsored  by  the 
Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  with  partial  funding  from  the  Kentucky  Arts  Council 
MC:  Leonard  Malatare;  Co-host  Drums:  Bad  Nation  & Eagle  Scout;  FIV : Ned 
Benally;  HM : Clark  Zeipher;  H L : Maria  Myers;  AD:  Robert  Tramper;Floop  Dancer: 
Daniel  Tramper;  ST:  TBA;  FP:  Duan  Cruz.  Info:  Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  107 
East  Dohn  Fitch  Ave.,  Bardstown,  KY  40004  or  (502)  348-0425  after  5pm  or 
bryant@bardstown . com . 


MISSOURI 

Oct.  23-25:  Shadow  of  the  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  Shadow  Rock  Park,  Forsyth.  Info: 
(417)  561-4834. 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to 
have  their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  ~v~v~v~  Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Flost 
Drum,  FIND  - Flost  Northern  Drum,  FISD:  Flost  Southern  Drum,  FIM : Flead  Man,  FI L 
- Flead  Lady,  FIG:  Flead  Gourd  Dancer,  FIS:  Flead  Singer,  FIFI : Flost  Motel/Flotel, 
AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry, 
FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior 
Society/Honor  Guard,  FIV  - Flead  veteran. 


Date:  Fri,  1 Oct  1999  10:42:40  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : A few  Event  Updates 

Native  American  Events 

Oct.  2:  Informal  CIRCL  Get-together,  at  the  Emporium,  4009  Tennessee  Ave, 
St.  Elmo,  Chattanooga,  TN.  An  informal  get-together  for  those  interested  in 
helping  start  the  Chattanooga  Indigenous  Resource  Center  & Library.  Serving 


begins  at  7:00pm.  There  will  be  traditional  Native  American  music  & food. 
Cost:  $10.00  contribution  towards  starting  the  center.  Info: 
iktomi@hypertext . com . 

Oct.  2-3:  Red  Eagle  Alliance  American  Indian  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  Benton  Civic 
Center,  Benton,  IL.  Proceeds  will  go  to  the  Mt.  Vernon  Humane  Society.  HD: 
Eagle  Ridge  Singers;  HS:  Chip  Roberts;  AD:  Cam  Redwing;  MC:  Dale  Besse;  HM: 
limi  Roberts;  HL:  Dawn  Iordan;  Special  events:  Gourd  Dancing,  Intertribal  & 
pow  wow  dancing.  Hours:  10am  - 9pm  Saturday,  11am  - 5pm  Sunday.  Admission: 
Adults,  $4.00;  Students  w/cards,  $3.00;  Children  6-12,  $2.00;  5 & under, 
free.  Motels:  Days  Inn/Motel  8,  711  Main  St.,  (618)  439-3183;  Benton  Gray 
Plaza  Motel,  706  W.  Main  St.,  (618)  439-3113;  KOA  Kampgrounds,  1500  DuQuion, 
(618)  439-4860.  Also,  primitive  camping  (no  hook-ups)  at  the  Civic  Center. 
Info:  Chris  Milda  (618)  937-2811,  Iris  Creasy  (618)  588-3077,  Terry  Sowder 
(618)  756-2534. 

Note:  I have  recently  been  informed  that  the  Cherokee  Unity  Council  in 
lasper,  TN,  is  open  to  the  public.  All  information  about  whether  this  event 
is  opened  or  closed  to  the  public  has  been  from  second-  and  third-hand 
sources.  I haven't  sopken  to  Stonehorse  or  Blue  Crow  Brother,  personally, 
so  I am  as  confused  as  the  rest  of  you  may  be. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Buffalo  Folks,  Ilze  Choi,  Koga  Suyeta,  loanne  Bigcrane, 

A1  Swilling  via  Nancy  Thomas,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  NdnMadn, 
lust  an  Old  Man,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Robert  Dorman 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  13  14:55:13  1999 
Date:  Tue,  12  Oct  1999  19:38:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.042 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  NatFilm 
Minnlnd  & LPDC  Mail  Lists;  Red  Road  Newsletter;  Indianz  elist;  CASNP; 
UUCP  email;  Mohawk  Nation  News;  Newsgroup:alt. native 
http : //www.gatewayva . com/ rtd/dailynews/headlines/monac 1004. shtml 
http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/1010R3 . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS .html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
lust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Every  struggle,  whether  won  or  lost,  strengthens  us  for  the  next  to 
come.  It  is  not  good  for  people  to  have  an  easy  life.  They  become  weak 
and  inefficient  when  they  cease  to  struggle.  Some  need  a series  of 
defeats  before  developing  the  strength  and  courage  to  win  a victory." 
Victorio,  Mimbres  Apache 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| lourney  | 

I The  Bloodline  i 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  i 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  i 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  first  article  of  this  issue,  taken  from  "The  Red  Road  Newsletter", 
which  was  a forward  from  "FNAI"  is  a "must  read". 

If  House  Bill  HR  1814  become  law,  you  can  absolutely  forget  about  any 
hint  of  sovereignty  on  the  Rez.  Indian  Country,  as  we  know  it,  will  be 
history. 

The  occupation  forces  put  our  ancestors  on  lands  they  felt  were  as  close 

to  uninhabitable  as  possible.  They  stripped  every  ounce  of  Indianess  from 

every  child  they  could  touch.  We  survived,  though. 

Now,  with  this  bill,  if  a store  on  the  Rez  does  not  comply  with  tax  laws 

of  the  state  on  which  the  rez  is  located,  the  state  (don't  think  for  one 
moment  New  York,  Oklahoma,  Montana,  South  Dakota...  are  not  champing  at  this 
golden  egg)  can  say  "Simon  says  you  didn't  play  by  my  rules,  so  you're  not 
Indians  any  more. " 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Read  it.  Regurgitate.  Then  mobilize  and  shoot  this  piece  of  garbage 
down ! 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Further  down  there  is  an  article  stressing  the  importance  of  making  sure 
the  next  census  knows  you  are  Native  American  or  Native  Alaskan. 

Trust  me.  This  is  very  closely  related  to  the  first  article.  It  is  much 
easier  to  take  from  a few  who  cannot  easily  express  their  rage  in  the  next 
election.  Give  the  invaders  some  numbers  to  worry  about.  Make  sure  they 
realize  there  are  consequences  for  heinous  acts  like  the  genocide  against 
our  people  with  the  sterilizations  of  our  women  in  IHS  hospitals,  the 
stealing  of  our  ways,  and  the  never  ending  stereotyping. 

Make  sure  you  are  counted  as  one  of  the  Real  People. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Date:  Tue,  12  Oct  1999  18:36:25  -0500 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Subj : Passing  of  Elder 

Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society  member  Norval  Rogers  passed  on  to  the  spirit 
world  on  October  7,  1999  at  the  Veterans  Administration  Medical  Center  in 
Fargo,  North  Dakota.  Mr.  Rogers,  a traditional  dancer  and  member  of  the 
AMVETS  Post  #40  of  Leech  Lake,  was  a veteran  of  WWII  and  Korea.  He  was 
born  Duly  1,  1926  in  the  Cass  Lake  area  to  lames  Rogers  and  Dehlia 
Blackbird.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy  in  1943  and  served  until  1945.  He 
re-enlisted  in  1949,  serving  to  1953.  He  receive  two  honorable  discharges 
and  several  military  medal  for  his  naval  duties.  He  worked  as  a carpenter 
for  many  years  on  the  Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation.  He  was  buried  with  at 
the  Buck  Lake  Family  Cemetary. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S. A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolf star . com 


News  of  the  people 

- HR  1814  Anti-Indian 
Bill  in  Congress 

- lanklow/Protesters 
Argue  About  Land  Claims 

- House  County  Payments 
Bill  Still  a Threat 

- Mi'qmaw  Rez  Attacked 

- Mi'kmaq  Maliseet  and 
Passamaquoddy  Attacked 

- Open  Letter  from 
the  Mi'kmaq  Chiefs 

- Remains  Returned  to  Cherokee 

- Caddo  Elders  Keeping 
Tribe's  Songs  Alive 

- BIA  Sinks  Deal 

on  Lawton  Water  Park 

- Roberta  Blackgoat's  Message 

- Black  Mesa 

- Mohawks  Start  Canada's 
First  Web  Gambling 

- Census  2000  Count 


featured  in  this  issue  

- College  Fund  Gets  $30  Million 

- Campbell ' s Interior  Battles  Go  On 

- Abenaki  Museum  Developing 
Sterilization  Display 

- Monacan  Nation  Plan  Runs 
Afoul  of  Federal  Law 

- Huge  Pain  for  Mushkegowuk 

- Effort  Seeks  to  Revive 
Old  O'odham  Technique 

- Highway  55  & Earth  Liberation  Front 

- Help  for  November  3rd/Freedom  Month 

- Phone  Banking 

Instructions  for  November  Campaign 

- Peltier  Freedom  Month  Calendar 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Monument  Valley-Dinetah 

- Poem:  Empty  Pot 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  HR  1814  Anti-Indian  Bill  in  Congress 


Date:  Sunday,  October  10,  1999  12:31  PM 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com  <SumerWCree@aol . com> 

Subj : [TheRedRoadNewsletter]  issue  71  page  2 

THE  RED  ROAD  NEWSLETTER  1999 
issue  71  page  2 

HR  1814  Anti-Indian  Bill  in  Congress 
Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  08:44:02  EDT 
From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Everyone  PLEASE  write  or  otherwise  contact  your  House  of  Representative  to 
STOP  this  bill  before  it  gets  any  further!  The  Anti-Indian  forces  are  still 
at  work  and  we  must  be  diligent!  Together  we  will  prevail!  (This  notice 
came  from  the  Pechanga  Gaming  newsletter  of  Victor  Roacha).Walk  in  Balance, 
Carol 

HR  1814  IH 
106th  CONGRESS 
1st  Session 

H.  R.  1814  To  provide  incentives  for  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay 
lawfully  imposed  State  sales  taxes  on  goods  sold  on  tribal  lands  and  to 
provide  for  penalties  against  Indian  tribes  that  do  not  collect  and  pay  such 
State  sales  taxes. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  May  13,  1999  Mr.  VISCLOSKY  (for  himself, 
Mr.  ISTOOK,  Mr.  SANDLIN,  Mr.  LAHOOD,  Mr.  ROEMER,  Mr.  MCINTOSH,  Mr.  SKELTON, 
Mr.  COBLE,  Mr.  SOUDER,  Mrs.  MYRICK,  Mr.  HOSTETTLER,  Mrs.  EMERSON,  Mr.  NEY, 

Mr.  NETHERCUTT,  Mr.  HILL  of  Montana,  Mr.  SESSIONS,  Mr.  TANCREDO,  Mr.  BURTON 
of  Indiana,  Mr.  ROTHMAN,  Mr.  BUYER,  Mr.  GRAHAM,  and  Mr.  CANADY  of  Florida) 
introduced  the  following  bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Resources 


A BILL  To  provide  incentives  for  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay 
lawfully  imposed  State  sales  taxes  on  goods  sold  on  tribal  lands  and  to 
provide  for  penalties  against  Indian  tribes  that  do  not  collect  and  pay 
such  State  sales  taxes.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
SECTION  1.  INCENTIVE  FOR  INDIAN  TRIBES  TO  ENSURE  COLLECTION  OF  STATE  SALES 
TAXES. 

Priority  among  Indian  tribes  competing  for  Federal  grants  shall  be  given  to 
Indian  tribes  that  certify,  through  a process  established  by  the  Secretary 
in  consultation  with  the  States,  that  retail  establishments  operating  on 
trust  lands  within  a tribe's  jurisdiction  are  collecting  and  paying  to  the 
appropriate  State  all  qualified  State  retail  taxes. 

SEC.  2.  CERTIFICATION  OF  FAILURE  TO  PAY  TAX. 

If  an  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  fails-- 

(1)  to  pay  any  qualified  State  retail  tax  on  any  retail  item  sold,  by  are 
tail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe,  to  a person  who  is  not  either  a member  of  the 
Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held  in  trust  or  a member  of  the 
same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the  land  is  held  in  trust; 

(2)  to  make  equal  payment  to  the  State  in  lieu  of  such  qualified  State 
retail  tax;  or 

(3)  to  make  payment  to  a State  pursuant  to  a compact  governing  the  payment 
of  qualified  State  retail  tax  between  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  and  the 
State,  then  the  Governor  or  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State  may  document 
and  certify  such  failure  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  request  that  the 
land  upon  which  the  structure  which  houses  the  retail  establishment  is 
located  be  taken  out  of  trust  status. 

SEC.  3.  NOTICE  OF  REQUEST;  COMMENT  PERIOD. 

(a)  NOTICE- 

(1)  FEDERAL  REGISTER-  Not  later  than  30  days  after  receiving  documentation, 
certification,  and  a request  from  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  a 
State  in  accordance  with  section  2,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  publish 
notice  of  the  request  and  the  reason  therefor  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(2)  OTHER  NOTICE-  Not  later  than  90  days  after  the  date  of  the  enactment  of 


this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  promulgate  rules  to  ensure  prompt  notification 
of  any  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  regarding  whose  land  a request  for  removal 
from  trust  has  been  made  under  section  2,  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the 
Indian  or  Indian  tribe  has  to  respond  to  the  request,  and  the  Indian  or 
Indian  tribe's  rights  regarding  the  request. 

(b)  COMMENT  PERIOD-  The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  provide  a period  of  90 
days  after  the  publication  pursuant  to  subsection  (a)  for  interested  persons 
to  submit  comments  on  the  request. 

(c)  HEARING- 

(1)  IN  GENERAL-  If  a request  is  made  under  this  Act  for  removal  of  an  Indian 
or  Indian  tribe's  land  from  trust,  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  may  request  a 
timely  hearing  on  the  request  to  remove  such  land  from  trust. 

(2)  TIME  PERIOD-  If  a hearing  is  requested  under  paragraph  (l)not  later  than 
60  days  after  the  publication  pursuant  to  subsection  (a), the  Secretary  shall 
grant  the  hearing  request.  A hearing  under  this  paragraph  shall  be  held  not 
later  than  the  expiration  of  the  90-day  period  provided  for  comment  under 
subsection  (b). 

(3)  REGULATIONS-  Not  later  than  90  days  after  the  date  of  the  enactment  of 
this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  promulgate  regulations  to  implement  this 
section . 

SEC.  4.  INVESTIGATION;  PUBLICATION  OF  FINDINGS. 

(a)  INVESTIGATION-  Upon  receipt  of  documentation,  certification,  and  a 
request  from  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  a State  in  accordance  with 
section  2,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  begin  an  investigation  to  verify 
that  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  failed  to  make 
payment  described  in  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2 as  documented 
and  certified  by  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  the  State. 

(b)  DETERMINATION-  Not  later  than  60  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
90-day  notice  and  comment  period  required  by  subsections  2(a)  and  2(b),  the 
Assistant  Secretary  shall  publish  the  results  of  the  investigation  in  the 
Federal  Register. 

SEC.  5.  REMOVAL  OF  LAND  FROM  TRUST. 

(a)  IN  GENERAL-  If  the  Assistant  Secretary  determines  pursuant  to  section  4 
that  an  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  failed  to  make 
payment  described  in  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2 in  relation  to 
any  retail  item  sold  by  a retail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  to  a person  who  is 
not  either  a member  of  the  Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held 
in  trust  or  a member  of  the  same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the 
land  is  held  in  trust,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of 
such  determination.  Upon  receipt  of  such  determination,  the  Secretary  shall 
remove  from  trust  status  such  land  as  the  Secretary  determines  to  constitute 
the  extent  of  the  retail  operations. 

(b)  EFFECT  OF  REMOVAL  FROM  TRUST-  Removal  of  land  from  trust  under  this  Act 
shall  eliminate  tribal  authority  regarding  taxation  and  make  the  property 
subject  to  all  applicable  State  and  local  sales  taxes  on  goods  purchased  on 
such  land  regardless  of  the  purchaser's  status  as  a tribal  member. 

(c)  EFFECT  OF  PAYMENT  OR  AGREEMENT  TO  PAY-  If,  before  the  Secretary  removes 
land  from  trust  status  pursuant  to  subsection  (a),  the  Indian  or  Indian 
tribe  that  was  determined  to  have  failed  to  make  payment  described  in 
paragraph(l) , (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2,  makes  all  such  payments  to  the  State 
or  enters  into  an  agreement  with  the  State  to  make  such  payment,  the 
Governor  or  attorney  general  of  the  State,  the  Indian,  or  the  Indian  tribe 
may  inform  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  such  payment  or  agreement  and  request 
that  the  land  not  be  removed  from  trust  status.  If  the  Governor  or  the 
attorney  general  of  >a  State  so  requests,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall 
immediately  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  request  and  the  land  shall  not  be 
removed  from  trust  status  unless  new  documentation,  certification,  and  a 
new  request  is  submitted,  >published,  and  investigated  in  accordance  with 
this  Act. 

(d)  APPEAL  OF  DECISION-  The  Secretary's  determination  under  this  section 
shall  be  final  agency  action  for  purposes  of  judicial  review. 

(e)  TRUST  STATUS  RESTORED-  The  Secretary  shall  take  into  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  an  Indian  or  an  Indian  tribe  any  land  that  was  held  in  trust  for 
that  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  but  was  taken  out  of  trust  in  accordance  with 


the  provisions  of  this  Act,  if  each  State  in  which  such  land  is  located 
certifies  to  the  Secretary  that,  for  not  less  than  1 year  following  such 
removal,  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  has  made  all  applicable  payments 
described  in  section  2 to  the  State  or  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  State  to  make  such  payment. 

SEC.  6.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  BENEFITS. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  delivery  of  services  and  benefits  furnished  to 
federally  recognized  Indian  tribes  and  members  of  such  tribes,  land  taken 
out  of  trust  pursuant  to  this  Act  shall  be  considered  part  of  the  service 
area  of  the  Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  was  held  in  trust  or 
the  Indian  tribe  of  the  Indian  on  whose  behalf  the  land  was  held  in  trust. 
SEC.  7.  DEFINITIONS. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  Act-- 

(1)  the  term  'Assistant  Secretary'  means  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  for  Indian  Affairs; 

(2)  the  term  'Indian'  means  any  individual  who  is  a member  of  an  Indian 
tribe; 

(3)  the  term  'Indian  tribe'  means  any  federally  recognized  Indian  tribe, 
band,  nation,  pueblo,  or  other  organized  group  or  community,  excluding  any 
Alaska  Native  village  or  regional  corporation  as  defined  in  or  established 
pursuant  to  the  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act; 

(4)  the  term  'qualified  State  retail  tax'  means  a lawfully  imposed, 
nondiscriminatory  State  excise  or  sales  tax  on  any  retail  item  sold  by  a 
retail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  to  a person  who  is  not  either  a member  of  the 
Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held  in  trust  or  a member  of 
the  same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the  land  is  held  in  trust;  and 

(5)  the  term  'Secretary'  means  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

>SEC . 8.  RULEMAKING  AUTHORITY. 

Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Act,  not  less  than  90  days  after  the 
date  of  the  enactment  of  this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  interim  rules 
to  implement  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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Danklow,  Protesters  Argue  About  Land  Claims  During  Boisterous  Meeting 
By  DOE  KAFKA 
Associated  Press  Writer 

PIERRE  --  Congress  made  treaties  with  Indian  tribes,  and  Congress  can 
break  them.  Gov.  Bill  Danklow  told  a handful  of  protesters  Thursday  during 
a feisty  session  in  his  Capitol  office. 

Raising  their  voices,  the  two  sides  tried  to  speak  over  each  other  on 
several  occasions,  turning  part  of  the  meeting  into  a shouting  match. 

The  governor's  impromptu  guests  are  members  of  an  encampment  on 
La  framboise  Island,  located  on  the  Missouri  River  between  Pierre  and  Fort 
Pierre.  The  group  wanted  the  governor  to  formally  acknowledge  an  1868  treaty 
with  the  Sioux  as  well  as  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  U.S. 
Constitution . 

A copy  of  the  treaty,  which  set  aside  the  western  half  of  South  Dakota  as 
Indian  lands,  was  placed  on  the  governor's  desk  for  his  signature. 

The  governor  refused  to  sign,  accusing  the  protesters  of  staging  a 
publicity  stunt  for  bringing  reporters. 

The  treaty  cannot  be  considered  in  a vacuum,  he  said. 


"I  have  no  reason  to  sign  it,"  Ianklow  said.  "I  uphold  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States." 

Cliff  Kindy  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  a member  of  Christian  Peacemaker 
Teams  who  is  staying  at  the  camp,  argued  that  the  treaty  does  not  allow 
federal  transfer  of  land  along  the  river  to  state  government.  Two  tribes 
also  are  to  receive  some  of  the  land. 

"We're  inviting  you  to  acknowledge  a common  history  that  all  of  us  have," 
Kindy  said  to  the  governor.  "We're  not  talking  about  what's  law.  We're 
talking  about  what's  right." 

Christian  Peacemakers  is  a Chicago-based  group  that  works  to  prevent 
violence  and  tries  to  resolve  conflicts. 

"What  we're  trying  to  talk  about  is  a nation-to-nation  agreement  that  was 
signed  in  1868,"  Kindy  said  during  several  minutes  of  spirited  banter  with 
the  governor. 

"Your  office  has  been  an  obstacle  to  the  withholding  of  that  agreement 
between  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  and  the  United  States,"  Kindy  told  Ianklow. 

Campers  have  been  on  La  framboise  Island  since  March  22  to  protest  the  land 
transfer.  The  deal,  which  was  brokered  by  Ianklow  and  Sen.  Tom  Daschle  a 
couple  years  ago,  violates  treaties,  protesters  argue. 

Congress  passed  a law  last  year  returning  land  taken  decades  ago  for 
Missouri  River  dams. 

The  act  makes  the  state  and  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
responsible  for  environmental  protection  and  development  along  the  Missouri 
River  virtually  all  the  way  from  North  Dakota  to  Nebraska. 

Ianklow  has  said  the  state  and  tribes  can  manage  the  land  cheaper  than  the 
federal  government  and  improve  recreational  access  to  the  river. 

Although  protesters  said  the  transfer  law  violates  the  1868  treaty, 

Ianklow  said  there  is  a century-long  history  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
upholding  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  affecting  treaties. 

"The  power  to  make  a treaty  is  the  power  to  follow  a treaty,"  the 
governor  said. 

Under  the  Constitution,  the  Supreme  Court  has  the  final  say  on  all  laws 
and  treaties,  he  said. 

"The  Constitution  predates  any  treaty,"  he  told  the  protesters  crowded 
into  his  office. 

The  Black  Hills  and  much  of  the  rest  of  western  South  Dakota  was  reserved 
for  the  Sioux  in  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868.  After  gold  was  discovered 
in  the  Black  Hills,  the  land  was  taken  back  in  1877  and  Indians  were  forced 
onto  smaller  reservations . 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1980  that  the  federal  government 
improperly  confiscated  the  land,  awarding  financial  damages.  With  interest, 
the  sum  has  now  grown  to  several  hundred  million  dollars,  but  the  tribes 
have  refused  to  accept  it. 

The  justices  did  not  say  the  land  must  be  returned  to  the  Sioux. 

Ianklow  told  protesters  Thursday  that  an  1825  Sioux  treaty  acknowledged 
the  supremacy  of  the  United  States  and  that  the  tribe  lived  within  U.S. 
territory.  He  also  said  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1903  that  Congress 
can  break  treaties. 

"I  will  not  allow  you  to  single  out  one  treaty,"  Ianklow  told  his  wary 
guests.  "You  have  to  look  at  all  the  treaties.  You  have  to  look  at  all  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution." 

A dozen  or  so  campers  stay  on  La  framboise  Island.  They  are  allowed  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  to  stay  even  though  camping  there  is  off-limits  to  others. 

"I'm  concerned  that  we  all  respect  the  laws  of  our  country,"  said  loanne 
Kaufman  of  Chicago,  another  Christian  Peacemaker.  Treaties  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  and  courts  must  follow  them,  she  told  Ianklow. 

"A  treaty,  under  the  auspices  of  nation-to-nation  relationship,  is  what 
binds  all  of  us  to  respect  that  treaty,"  Kaufman  said.  "How  can  the  state 
of  South  Dakota  take  treaty  land  ...  by  an  act  of  the  United  States 
Congress?" 

The  act  transfers  about  158,000  acres  of  shoreline  from  Corps  of  Engineers 
control  to  the  state  and  two  tribes. 

Opponents  said  changes  in  the  1868  treaty  must  first  be  approved  by 
descendants  of  all  the  tribes  that  signed  it,  not  just  the  Lower  Brule  and 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux. 


The  controversial  land  varies  in  width  on  the  shoreline  along  both  sides 
of  the  river.  The  transfer  is  to  compensate  the  state  and  tribes  for  more 
than  400,000  acres  of  flooded  wildlife  habitat  when  the  dams  were  built. 

The  state  wants  to  plant  trees  and  fix  deteriorating  boat  ramps, 
campgrounds  and  other  recreational  facilities  along  the  river. 

The  new  law  also  creates  a trust  fund  to  give  the  state  and  tribes  money 
to  manage  the  land. 
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House  County  Payments  Bill  Still  a Threat 

Date:  October  7,  1999 

From:  wafcdc@igc.org  (Steve  Holmer) 

Subj:  House  County  Payments  Bill  Still  a Threat 

Sens.  Wyden  and  Craig  Introduce  Senate  Bill 
It  is  still  possible  that  the  House  will  vote  on  the  dangerous 
Deal/Boyd  County  Payments  bill,  H.R.  2389,  sometime  this  month.  The  House 
Resources  Committee  may  not  exercise  its  jurisdiction  over  the  bill, 
allowing  for  its  immediate  consideration  by  the  full  House. 

The  Deal/Boyd  bill,  H.R.  2389  would  perpetuate  the  current  incentive  to 
log  the  National  Forests  to  pay  for  county  budgets.  The  bill  guarantee 
counties  $449  million  annually,  a $224  million  increase  above  current 
payments . 

This  increase  would  come  from  increased  logging  on  the  National  Forests 
or  from  other  Forest  Service  programs  such  as  recreation,  watershed 
improvements  and  fish  and  wildlife  programs.  This  would  create  a powerful 
incentive  for  the  agency  to  log  even  when  other  management  activities  may  be 
more  appropriate. 

The  Deal/Boyd  bill  also  has  a five-year  time  limit.  For  a long-term 
solution  to  the  issue  of  county  payments,  the  bill  creates  local  Advisory 
Councils  to  develop  legislative  recommendations  to  generate  increased 
payments  from  logging. 

DeFazio  County  Payments  Bill  Needs  Cosponsors 

When  the  Deal/Boyd  bill  comes  up  for  a vote,  we  expect  that  Rep.  Peter 
DeFazio  will  offer  his  county  payments  decoupling  bill,  H.R.  2868  as  a 
substitute.  The  DeFazio  bill  would  sever  the  link  between  payments  to 
counties  and  the  timber  sale  program.  This  bill  is  supported  by  the  Clinton 
Administration  and  would  provide  counties  with  stable  funding  from  the  US 
Treasury.  The  DeFazio  bill  would  also  increase  the  annual  payments  to  $449 
million,  matching  the  Deal/Boyd  bill,  but  the  payments  would  be  permanent, 
indexed  for  inflation  and  not  subject  to  the  annual  appropriations  process. 

Please  contact  your  Representative  at  202/225-3121  and  urge  them  to 
cosponsor  the  DeFazio  County  Payments  Bill,  H.R.  2868  and  to  oppose  the 
Deal/Boyd  bill,  H.R.  2389. 

County  Payments  Lobby  Week  October  18  - 22 

Please  come  to  DC  Oct  18-22  to  lobby  against  the  timber  industry's 
latest  effort  to  increase  logging  on  the  National  Forests.  You  will  be 
joined  by  Carol  Wright,  a former  school  superintendent  now  with  the  Klamath 
Forest  Alliance  and  Gayle  Wingerter,  President  of  the  Yakima  Education 
Association.  Airlines  are  now  offering  low  fares  and  American  Lands  can 
help  cover  part  of  the  ticket.  Please  contact  me  at  202/547-9105  or 
mailto:wafcdc@americanlands.org  if  you  are  interested  in  participating. 
Wyden/Craig  County  Payments  Bill  Threatens  to  Increase  Logging  on  National 
Forests 

Sens.  Ron  Wyden  (D-OR)  and  Larry  Craig  (R-ID)  have  introduced  county 
payments  legislation,  S.  1608,  entitled  the  "Secure  Rural  Schools  and 
Community  Self-Determination  Act  of  1999"  that  would  continue  to  current 


system  of  payments  which  encourages  unsustainable  logging.  The  bill  would 
also  provide  an  additional  $112  million  annually  in  funding  for  logging 
projects . 

The  Wyden/Craig  bill  will  provide  the  counties  a guaranteed  payment  of 
$442  million  each  year.  The  funds  would  come  first  from  timber  sale  receipts 
perpetuating  the  incentive  to  log  the  National  Forests,  and  if  these  fall 
short,  then  the  rest  would  come  from  the  US  Treasury. 

However,  the  counties  would  only  get  75%  of  this  money.  The  other  25% 
would  be  put  into  a fund  (approximately  $112  million  each  year)  that  could 
be  used  by  the  counties  to  pay  for  forest  management  projects.  These  new 
forest  management  projects  would  have  an  even  more  powerful  incentive  to 
increase  logging  to  generate  revenues,  because  the  counties  and  the  agency 
will  divide  the  proceeds  from  the  project  50/50. 

This  bill  poses  a serious  threat  to  the  National  Forests  by  increasing 
the  incentives  for  logging,  tipping  the  balance  in  favor  of  local  control 
over  the  national  interest  by  giving  local  interests  a powerful  tool  with 
the  new  $112  million  fund  to  sway  agency  decisions. 

In  addition  to  Sen.  Larry  Craig  (R-ID),  Sens.  Michael  Crapo  (R-ID), 

Gordon  Smith  (R-OR),  Mike  DeWine  (R-OH)  and  Tim  Johnson  (D-SD)  have 
cosponsored  the  bill.  Please  contact  your  Senators  at  202/224-3121  and 
urge  them  to  oppose  the  Wyden/Craig  bill,  S.  2608  and  to  support  the  Forest 
Service  proposal  to  decouple  county  payments. 

Oregon  activists  please  contact  Sen.  Wyden  at  202/224-5244  or  fax 
228-2717  and  let  him  know  that  you  oppose  his  bill  and  that  you  are  very 
disappointed  he  is  not  supporting  the  Administration's  proposal  to  decouple 
county  payments  from  timber  sale  receipts. 

Steve  Holmer 
Campaign  Coordinator 
American  Lands 
726  7th  Street  SE 
Washington,  D.C.  20003 
202/547-9105 
202/547-9213  fax 
wafcdc@americanlands .org 
www. americanlands .org 
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Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Two  Mi'qmaw  from  Burnt  Church  rez  in  hospital.  Critical  after  their  truck 
rammed  by  settler  goons..  Burnt  out  trucks  all  over  dock  at  the  rez,  not 
sure  if  NDN  trucks  or  not.  All  NDN  parents  keeping  their  kids  at  home.  All 
Mi'qmaw  warrior  societies  out  on  lines  at  all  communities., 
news  as  it  happens., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


Anger  explodes  over  fishing  rights 

N.B.  fishermen  destroy  native  traps  in  reaction  to 

off-season  lobster  catch  endorsed  by  Supreme  Court 

KEVIN  COX  and  DANIEL  LEBLANC 

The  Globe  and  Mail 

Monday,  October  4,  1999 

Yarmouth,  N.S.  and  Ottawa  -- 

KEVIN  COX  in  Yarmouth,  N.S.  DANIEL  LEBLANC  in  Ottawa 

The  simmering  anger  over  off-season  fishing  boiled  over  in  New  Brunswick 
yesterday  when  a flotilla  of  non-native  fishermen  went  out  to  sea  and 
disabled  hundreds  of  lobster  traps  owned  by  natives. 

This  led  to  clashes  between  natives  and  non-natives  at  the  wharf  in 
Burnt  Church,  N.B.,  and  a tense  meeting  in  Nova  Scotia  where  non-native 


fishermen  threatened  to  take  similar  action  by  Wednesday. 

The  New  Brunswick  incident  was  the  first  act  of  violence  since  a Supreme 
Court  decision  less  than  three  weeks  ago  that  recognized  the  terms  of  a 
1760  treaty  that  conferred  on  East  Coast  native  people  the  right  to  earn 
a moderate  livelihood  from  fishing  and  hunting,  even  during  the  off 
season . 

Later  yesterday,  lobster  buyers  were  also  singled  out.  More  than  100 
non-native  fishermen  and  local  supporters  went  to  fish  plants  where 
native-caught  lobster  is  sold,  ordered  employees  out  and  wrecked  some  of 
the  equipment. 

About  $25,000  worth  of  damage  was  caused  to  a plant  in  Pointe-Sapin  and 
a plant  in  nearby  Richibucto  was  also  damaged. 

Earlier  yesterday,  about  150  boats  owned  by  non-native  fishermen  went 
out  on  Miramichi  Bay  --  off  the  coast  of  northeastern  New  Brunswick  -- 
and  raised  native-owned  traps,  sliced  them  off  their  buoys  or  broke 
their  wooden  doors,  freeing  the  catch. 

The  non-natives  say  the  off-season  fishing  jeopardizes  their  livelihood. 

Several  of  them  later  engaged  in  heated  arguments  and  some  shoving  with 
native  fishermen,  who  responded  angrily  that  they  had  the  unequivocal 
right  to  harvest  the  seas  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

RCMP  officers  monitored  the  situation  on  the  water  aboard  six  coast 
guard  vessels  and  a helicopter.  The  RCMP,  which  is  investigating  the 
confrontation,  called  on  everyone  to  be  patient  and  demonstrate  good 
will.  No  charges  had  been  laid  by  last  night. 

The  non-native  fishermen  made  no  apologies  for  their  actions. 

"It's  pretty  clear  the  traps  had  to  come  out  of  the  water,"  said  Michael 
Belliveau  of  the  Maritime  Fishermen's  Union. 

Mr.  Belliveau  wants  a moratorium  on  native  fishing  until  next  year,  and 
added  that  non-native  fishermen  will  not  negotiate  as  long  as  the 
fishing  goes  on. 

He  blamed  Ottawa  for  allowing  the  situation  to  get  out  of  hand.  The 
natives  have  set  6,000  lobster  traps  in  the  bay,  he  said,  and  caught 
more  than  59,000  kilograms  of  lobster. 

"Ottawa  let  this  thing  hang  in  the  fire  for  11  or  12  days,  when  it  was 
evident  within  24  hours  of  that  [Supreme  Court]  decision  which  direction 
things  were  going.  Whoever  was  calling  the  shots  either  wanted  this  kind 
of  thing  to  result  or  was  naive." 

Mr.  Belliveau  said  if  charges  are  laid,  the  union  will  defend  the 
fishermen  who  removed  the  lobster  traps. 

But  native  leaders  were  quick  to  condemn  the  non-natives'  "vigilante" 
tactics . 

"If  it  was  us  going  out,  when  we  didn't  have  access  to  the  fishery,  we 
would  be  dealt  with  [using]  the  full  force  of  the  law,"  said  Rick  Simon, 
regional  vice-chief  for  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  at  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations. 

The  government  also  condemned  the  non-natives,  and  called  on  them  to  be 
patient . 

"It's  a bit  unfair  to  think  that  we  can  resolve  this  so  quickly,  and 
come  up  with  interim  arrangements . These  [native]  people  have  been 
waiting  for  hundreds  of  years  to  get  this  treaty  reaffirmed,"  said 
Marc-Andre'  Lanteigne  of  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans. 

He  said  that  he  understands  the  concerns  of  the  non-natives  but  that  the 
DFO  can  prevent  native  fishing  only  if  it  affects  conservation  efforts. 

The  DFO  started  meeting  with  native  groups  on  Saturday  and  is  still 
trying  to  come  up  with  an  agreement.  Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal 
was  supposed  to  visit  the  Maritimes  on  Friday  but  is  expected  to 
reschedule  his  trip  for  earlier  in  the  week. 

Meanwhile,  the  tense  New  Brunswick  situation  was  uppermost  in  the  minds 
of  many  fishermen  at  a meeting  in  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  yesterday. 

The  Nova  Scotia  fishermen  have  vowed  to  use  their  boats  to  pull  up 
native  fishing  gear  on  Wednesday  if  the  local  native  bands  do  not  do  it 
voluntarily. 

The  non-native  groups  insist  that  aboriginal  fishermen  should  not  be 
catching  lobster  during  a closed  season.  They  are  also  demanding  the  DFO 
move  quickly  to  regulate  the  native  fishery  by  setting  catch  limits  and 


fishing  seasons  to  coincide  with  existing  fishing  rules. 

In  an  emotional  meeting  attended  by  about  700  people  at  a Yarmouth  high 
school,  several  fishermen  said  they  were  simply  fed  up. 

"There's  no  more  room  for  nobody  in  this  fishery  so  let's  get  that  gear 
out  of  the  water,"  one  fisherman  shouted. 

The  fishermen  also  say  thousands  of  lobster  traps  are  being  illegally 
operated  by  people  who  claim  to  be  non-status  natives. 

But  on  Saturday,  the  DFO  said  that  the  Supreme  Court  decision  does  not 
apply  to  non-status  natives  and  that  the  department's  enforcement 
officers  will  be  hauling  gear  of  the  non-status  natives  out  of  the  water 
this  morning. 

Wayne  Spinney,  a lobster  fisherman  who  chaired  the  meeting,  told  the 
audience  that  they  had  won  a major  victory  in  persuading  the  DFO  to  do 
so. 

But  several  other  fishermen  insisted  that  the  number  of  natives  who  are 
involved  in  the  fishery  will  increase,  depleting  lobster  stocks  and 
reducing  incomes  for  the  more  than  900  non-native  lobster  fishermen  in 
the  Yarmouth  area. 

However,  lobster  fisherman  Junior  Theriault,  who  has  been  involved  in 
negotiating  with  the  native  groups,  said  the  angry  fishermen  had  to  give 
their  leaders  time  to  work  on  an  agreement  with  local  bands. 

"If  not  we'll  have  a civil  war  here  for  the  rest  of  our  lives.  Is  that 
what  we  want?" 

Copyright  c.  1999  Globe  Information  Services 

"RE : Mi ' kmaq  Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy  Attacked"  

Date:  Sat,  09  Oct  1999  13:57:13  -0800 
From:  LongRider  <longrider(3bearvisions . com> 

Subj : [Fwd:  MI 'KMAQ,  MALISEET  & PASSAMAQUODDY  BEING  ATTACKED  - HELD  NEEDED 
WARRIORS  NEEDED] 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  06  Oct  1999  13:24:59  -0400 
From:  CASNP  <casnp@cyberglobe.net> 

CANADIAN  SUPREME  COURT  AFFIRMS  INDIGENOUS  FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  DONALD 
MARSHALL  RULING  - Canadian  Government  Allows  Mobs  to  Attack  Indians  and 
Destroy  Their  Property 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News.  Kahnawake  of  Mohawk  Territory.  6 Oct.  99. 

One  week  ago  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  confirmed  that  a 1760  treaty 
affirms  that  Indigenous  People  have  a right  to  fish  without  restriction 
any  time  of  the  year.  Donald  Marshall,  a Mi' kmaq,  was  arrested  for 
catching  eel  out  of  season.  He  took  it  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  won. 

Since  this  favourable  ruling  for  Indians  hundreds  of  non-native 
fishermen  have  broken  over  3,500  traps  belonging  to  the  Mi ' kmaq 
fishermen  from  Burnt  Church,  a native  territory  in  New  Brunswick  and 
vandalized  three  fish  plants  suspected  of  processing  native-caught 
lobster.  So  far  the  police  have  not  laid  any  charges  nor  stopped  these 
mobs  from  attacking  the  Indians  and  conducting  this  sabotage  of  Indian 
property.  Canadian  Minister  of  Fisheries,  Herb  Dhaliwal,  the  RCMP  and 
provincial  governments  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward 
Island  seem  to  be  condoning  these  tactics.  They  are  trying  to  persuade 
the  Indians  to  give  in  to  mob  rule  by  asking  them  to  pull  their  traps. 

In  fact,  only  9 native  communities  out  of  38  who  are  fishing.  There  are 
over  18,000  licenses  given  out  each  year  of  which  100  are  given  to 
natives.  This  represents  less  than  2%  of  the  total  catch. 

URGENT.  The  Mi 'kmaq,  Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy  People  need  your  help. 
At  an  all  chiefs  conference  two  days  ago  they  vowed  to  continue  to 
exercise  their  inherent  powers  and  are  supporting  the  Warrior  Society. 

They  need  your  help  politically  and  financially  and  are  asking  the 
Warrior  Societies  to  come  to  Burnt  Church  and  Yarmouth  Nova  Scotia  to 
keep  the  peace  and  protect  the  native  fishermen  from  this  organized  mob 
rule.  The  government  continues  to  stand  back  allowing  the  police  to 
watch  as  non-natives  attack  the  Indian  people  and  damage  their  property 
in  violation  of  the  ruling.  Why  is  the  government  allowing  non-native 


civilians  to  attack  natives  and  destroy  native  property  without 
impunity?  In  the  past,  if  the  tables  were  turned,  the  natives  would 
have  been  arrested  and  given  long  prison  sentences.  But  in  this  case 
Canada  allows  the  mobs  to  rule,  to  desecrate  Indian  property  and  sacred 
sites,  to  burn  native  boats,  to  destroy  lobster  traps  and  to  beat  up 
native  people.  The  Mi'kmaq,  Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy  Nations  are 
asking  supporters  to  contact  the  people  listed  below  immediately  with 
advice  and  support;  to  contact  Canadian  Embassies  worldwide  asking  about 
these  tactics  of  using  civilians  against  natives;  to  ask  international 
organizations  to  put  pressure  on  Canada;  demand  that  Canadian  Prime 
Minister  lean  Chretien  enforce  the  rule  of  law;  and  to  get  whatever 
political  support  they  can  for  the  Mi'kmaq,  Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy 
Nations.  Remember,  the  native  people's  right  to  fish  is  supported  by 
the  1760  treaty,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  and  the  Constitution  of 
Canada.  No  one  should  condone  violent  mobs  to  deter  people  from 
exercising  their  legal  rights.  The  Indians  need  more  traps,  fishing 
boats,  fuel  for  their  boats,  communications  equipment  and  other 
necessary  supplies.  They  especially  need  people  to  go  there  to  deter 
the  potential  for  violence. 

To  verify  this  information  contact:  Frank  Thomas  902-448-1605;  Clifford 
Larry  506-776-1013;  Captain  506-523-9289;  Steve  Marshall  902-890-1436; 
send  email  support  to  spaul@nbnet . nb . ca . Fax  902-897-2453  or 
902-893-1788 
MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News 
450-632-6926  mohawkns@cyberglobe.net 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples  CASNP 
casnp@cyberglobe.net 

"RE : Open  Letter  from  the  Mi'kmaq  Chiefs"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  13:10:45  -0700 
From:  Pam  Creasy  <pcreasy@u. Washington. edu> 

Subj : OPEN  LETTER  FROM  THE  MI'KMAQ  CHIEFS 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  FROM  THE  MI'KMAQ  CHIEFS  TO  THE  FISHING  AND  MI'KMAQ 
COMMUNITIES  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA 

We  wish  to  publicly  state  our  desire  to  work  together  in  a 
co-operative  way  to  ensure  the  long  term  benefits  of  the  fisheries  to 
both  Mi'kmaq  and  the  fishing  communities  in  Nova  Scotia. 

A recent  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  upheld  the  Mi'kmaq, 
Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy  treaty  right  to  commercially  fish  under  the 
Treaty  of  1760-61  signed  between  the  three  aboriginal  nations  and  the 
British  Crown. 

It  is  our  intention  to  always  respect  the  need  for  conservation 
and  regulation  of  a sustainable  fishery.  This  will  require  a period  of 
close  co-operation  and  consultation  between  the  fishing  communities  and 
the  Mi'kmaq  while  we  jointly  work  on  solutions. 

We  request  the  commercial  fishing  industry,  fishing 
organizations  and  Mi'kmaq  to  show  respect  and  restraint  while  this 
important  process  takes  place. 

We  wish  to  go  forward  in  an  open,  transparent  process  that 
respects  everyone's  rights  and  obligations  to  one  another. 

Progress  has  already  been  made  with  the  meetings  we  have  held 
with  fishing  organizations.  We  can  report  that  we  have  discovered  a 
great  deal  of  good  will  and  a determination  between  the  fishing 
organizations  and  Mi'kmaq  to  co-operate  and  resolve  outstanding  matters. 

We  now  ask  for  patience  and  your  continued  support  as  we 
continue  this  process  so  that  everyone  benefits  in  the  end. 


If  you  or  your  organization  wish  to  forward  your  comments  or 
suggestions  with  respect  to  this  important  matter,  please  call  the 
following  organizations: 

Union  of  Nova  Scotia  Indians  (902)  539-4107 

The  Confederacy  of  Mainland  Mi'kmaq  (902)  895-6385 

Atlantic  Policy  Congress  of  First  Nations  Chiefs  (902)  667-4007 
Mi'kmaq  Fish  and  Wildlife  Commission  (902)  386-2675 

"RE : Remains  Returned  to  Cherokee"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Oct  1999  08:13:09  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-03-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

UNC-CFI  anthropologists  return  remains,  artifacts  to  Cherokees 
by  David  Williamson 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
30  SEPTEMBER  1999 

CHAPEL  HILL  --  Complying  with  both  the  golden  rule  and  federal  law. 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  archaeologists  last  week 
returned  numerous  human  remains  and  prehistoric  artifacts  unearthed  between 
1966  and  1985  in  the  mountains  to  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees,  an  N.C. 
Indian  tribe. 

Included  were  skeletons  and  partial  skeletons  of  58  ancient  people 
believed  to  have  been  ancestors  of  the  Cherokee  and  1,034  artifacts, 
mostly  pieces  of  pottery,  shell  and  beads  buried  with  the  dead  many 
centuries  ago. 

"In  1990,  Congress  passed  a law  called  the  Native  American  Grave 
Protection  Repatriation  Act  that  required  all  museums,  universities  and 
government  agencies  to  inventory  their  archaeological  collections,"  said 
Dr.  Vincas  P.  Steponaitis,  director  of  UNC-CH's  Research  Laboratories  of 
Archaeology. 

"The  law  covered  human  remains  and  funerary  and  sacred  objects,"  said 
Steponaitis,  also  professor  of  anthropology.  "It  required  these 
institutions  to  determine,  if  possible,  if  there  was  a relationship  between 
ancient  cultures  and  modern  federally  recognized  tribes.  If  cultural 
affiliations  existed,  then  the  tribes  had  the  right  to  ask  for  the  items 
back . " 

UNC-CH  completed  its  inventory  in  1995.  The  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees 
formally  requested  return  of  materials  uncovered  near  Warren  Wilson  College 
in  Swannanoa,  N.C.,  during  a 20-year  archaeological  collaboration  between 
UNC-CH  and  the  college. 

Human  remains  and  artifacts  turned  over  to  lames  Bird  of  the  Eastern  Band 
were  reburied  quietly  Monday  (Sept.  27)  at  Swannanoa.  They  date  to  between 
1,000  A.D.  and  1,450  A.D.  A memorial  service  is  scheduled  for  10  a.m. 

Friday  (Oct.  1)  at  Warren  Wilson  College. 

"We  support  the  Native  American  Grave  Protection  Repatriation  Act  and,  in 
fact,  were  actively  involved  in  the  legislative  process  when  the  bill  was 
running  through  Congress,"  Steponaitis  said.  "We  also  respect  the 
Cherokees'  wishes  in  this  matter. 

"At  the  same  time,  being  archaeologists,  we  are  very  much  aware  that  there 
is  a tremendous  amount  of  information  that  will  be  lost  as  a result  of  these 
artifacts  and  remains  being  reburied,"  he  said.  "Scholars  and  scientists 
keep  coming  back  to  archaeological  collections  for  generations  with  new 
questions  and  new  techniques.  This  particular  collection  is  obviously  not 
going  to  be  available  anymore,  and  that's  just  the  way  it  is." 

Much  of  what's  known  about  pre-Colonial  Cherokees  during  their  Pisgah 
phase  derives  from  the  Warren  Wilson  site  excavations  directed  in  part  by 
the  late  Roy  Dickens,  who  earned  his  doctorate  in  anthropology  at  UNC-CH 


with  the  work. 

Dickens  later  wrote  a book  titled  "Cherokee  Prehistory"  and  was 
Steponaitis'  predecessor  as  director  of  the  archaeology  research 
laboratories . 

"We  much  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
which  furnished  us  with  a driver  to  return  the  remains  and  artifacts  to 
Swannanoa,"  said  Bird,  a Cherokee  who  is  the  Eastern  Band's  director  of 
cultural  resources  and  historic  preservation  officer.  "This  has  been  a 
significant  event  in  furthering  favorable  relationships  between  the 
university,  the  college  and  the  Cherokee  nation.  Repatriation  and  reburial 
are  acts  of  self-determination  by  the  tribe  and  reinforces  our 
sovereignty. " 

Two  other  federally  recognized  Cherokee  tribes  live  in  Oklahoma, 
descendants  of  people  driven  from  their  native  lands  in  the  western 
Carolinas,  Georgia  and  Tennessee  in  the  winter  of  1838-39.  Enforcing  a 
treaty  signed  during  Andrew  Jackson's  presidency,  Martin  Van  Buren 
instructed  General  Winfield  Scott  to  force  them  to  Oklahoma,  a terrible 
journey  in  which  some  4,000  people  died.  The  exodus  was  later  called  the 
Trail  of  Tears.  Bird's  ancestors  were  among  the  hundreds  of  Cherokees  who 
hid  in  the  mountains  and  refused  to  be  driven  away. 

"RE : Caddo  Elders  Keeping  Tribe's  Songs  Alive"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Oct  1999  08:37:14  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-11-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 

Caddo  elders  keeping  tribe's  songs  alive 
By  Ron  Jackson 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
10/09/1999 

BINGER  --  By  chance  or  fate,  Thurman  "Sonny"  Parton  and  Buntin  "Button" 
Williams  stand  at  the  crossroads  of  their  people's  past  and  future. 

Parton  and  Williams  are  Caddo  elders  and  the  tribe's  Keepers  of  the  Songs. 
Together,  they  sing  songs  once  performed  by  their  grandfathers'  grandfathers 
in  the  lands  now  known  as  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 

In  many  respects,  they  are  all  that  keep  the  ancient  songs  from  being 
silenced . 

Yet  they  embrace  their  fate  daily.  They  do  so  by  beating  the  drum  with  a 
humble  heart  in  respect  for  those  who  have  journeyed  before  them  and  with 
the  optimism  of  what  lies  ahead. 

Parton  and  Williams  are  again  celebrating  the  music  of  their  people  this 
weekend  at  the  second  Caddo  Culture  Benefit  Dance.  Thanks  to  them,  the  Caddo 
people  can  hear  the  songs  of  their  forefathers  at  the  three-day  dance, 
which  started  Friday  at  the  tribal  complex  east  of  Binger. 

"We'll  play  anywhere  we  are  asked,"  Williams  said.  "We  just  have  to  make 
arrangements  to  get  there." 

Performing,  Parton  stresses,  is  a pleasure  and  an  honor. 

"We  play  as  volunteers,"  said  Parton,  65.  "Some  people  expect  to  be  paid. 

We  don't.  If  people  want  to  give  us  money  out  of  gratitude,  that's  fine.  But 
we  just  want  people  to  hear  the  songs. 

"And  we  welcome  anyone  who  wants  to  come  and  learn  the  songs,  no  matter 
what  color  you  are.  We  just  want  people  to  enjoy  themselves  and  remember 
what  they  heard." 

Lowell  "Wimpy"  Edmonds  would  have  wanted  it  that  way. 

Edmonds  was  also  a Keeper  of  the  Songs  for  the  Caddo  tribe  at  one  time.  He 
greatly  influenced  Parton  and  Williams  with  his  appreciation  for  the 
traditional  music  and  does  so  even  now.  Edmonds  died  two  years  ago  of  heart 
complications  at  62. 

But  his  legacy  lives  on. 

Edmonds  touched  many  lives  with  his  music.  He  was  well  known  for  showing  up 


at  funerals,  sometimes  uninvited,  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  deceased  with 
a Caddo  hymn. 

"Now  when  I go  to  funerals,  people  look  to  me  to  sing  a hymn,"  said  Steven 
Edmonds,  30,  Lowell's  son.  "I  just  don't  feel  confident  enough  to  sing  them 
right  now.  But  that's  one  of  the  first  things  I'm  going  to  do,  is  learn  the 
hymns  my  father  used  to  sing." 

Steven  said  he  hasn't  touched  the  drums  since  his  father  died. 

"It's  been  hard  for  me,"  he  admits.  "Every  time  I play  the  tapes  of  my 
father,  I have  a hard  time  concentrating  on  the  music  without  getting  lost 
in  the  memories.  Recently,  I went  to  a dance  and  I couldn't  get  through  the 
dance  without  crying. 

"I  know  everyone  always  talks  about  his  songs,  but  the  thing  is  he  was  a 
good  person  on  top  of  everything  else.  People  come  up  to  me  even  now,  two 
years  after  his  death,  and  tell  me  how  much  they  miss  him.  A lot  of  people 
loved  him." 

Today  , Edmonds'  family  will  honor  him  with  a memorial  dinner  at  the 
tribal  complex.  The  dinner  begins  at  noon. 

Four  hours  later,  Parton  and  Williams  will  honor  their  old  friend  --  a 
man  they  called  "brother"  --  by  beating  the  drums  and  singing  the  songs. 

"It  was  a sad  thing  when  we  lost  Wimpy,"  said  Williams,  73,  a retired 
Binger  police  chief.  "We  lost  someone  we  were  partners  with,  someone  we 
laughed  with,  went  on  trips  with  and  ate  with. 

"We  both  miss  him. " 

They  also  miss  his  knowledge  of  the  sacred  songs,  like  the  time-honored 
Turkey  Dance  or  the  cultural  songs  known  as  the  Duck  Dance,  Fish  Dance  and 
the  Bear  Dance. 

Edmonds  knew  them  all  and  many  more.  More  importantly,  he  shared  them  all. 

"When  we  lost  Wimpy,  we  lost  a good  singer  and  a good  leader,"  Parton 
said.  "We  counted  on  him  to  start  a lot  of  songs.  Fie  took  a lot  of  songs 
with  him  --  songs  we  never  had  a chance  to  learn. 

"But  at  least  we  have  tapes  of  him  singing." 

Cassette  tapes  may  be  the  Caddo's  last  Keeper  of  the  Songs. 

To  date,  there  are  dozens  of  tapes  in  the  tribe's  growing  archives. 
Countless  more  tapes  are  in  private  collections.  Williams  and  Parton  listen 
and  sing  along  with  their  tapes  daily  for  practice. 

"I'll  play  them  when  I drive,  or  I might  listen  to  them  on  my  Walk-Man," 
Parton  said.  "You  have  to  listen  to  them  constantly  so  you  can  keep  them 
fresh  in  your  head." 

Parton  and  Edmonds  began  a Caddo  Culture  Club  in  1985  in  hopes  of 
inspiring  the  youth  to  carry  on  the  tribe's  ancient  traditions.  Williams 
later  joined  on  a full-time  basis  once  he  retired  from  the  Binger  Police 
Department.  The  group  still  meets  every  other  Tuesday,  but  participation 
has  been  lacking  of  late. 

"Not  enough  of  the  young  ones  are  learning,"  Williams  said.  "But  we  have  a 
few  who  have  shown  an  interest.  We  just  keep  telling  them  to  take  the  songs 
home  with  them  and  learn  them  before  attempting  to  play. 

"If  they  don't  learn  from  us,  they'll  have  to  learn  from  the  tapes.  In  the 
old  days,  there  were  no  tapes." 

"RE : BIA  Sinks  Deal  on  Lawton  Water  Park"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Oct  1999  08:37:14  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-11-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

BIA  sinks  deal  on  Lawton  water  park 
By  Ron  lackson 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
10/06/1999 

LAWTON  --  City  officials  won't  enter  the  water  park  business  after  all. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  trustee  of  the  abandoned  Native  Sun  Water 


Park,  pulled  the  plug  on  negotiations  with  Lawton  before  they  even  began. 

In  a three-paragraph  letter  dated  Sept.  30,  the  BIA  informed  Lawton  city 
manager  Bill  Baker  it  was  "sorry,"  but  that  "the  proposed  conditions  for 
preliminary  negotiations  on  the  lease  and/or  management  contract  of  the 
Native  Sun  Water  Park  are  not  acceptable." 

Lawton  Assistant  City  Manager  Gary  Dackson  said  the  BIA  could  not  work 
with  an  entity  unwilling  to  accept  any  initial  refurbishing  costs. 

"We  went  to  the  council  to  ask  if  they  wanted  us  to  enter  into 
negotiations,"  Dackson  said.  "They  agreed,  but  added  they  could  not  allow 
expenditures  that  would  be  of  any  cost  to  the  taxpayers.  They  wanted  no 
dollars  spent." 

Earlier  this  year,  the  BIA  announced  it  would  accept  proposals  for  the 
lease  or  management  of  the  water  park,  which  has  sat  idle  off  Interstate  44 
for  the  past  two  years.  Only  one  proposal  was  ever  turned  in  --  the  one  sent 
by  Lawton  on  Duly  23. 

Estimates  for  startup  costs  were  then  prepared  in  a report  for  the  city 
council.  Initial  startup  costs  were  calculated  at  $271,014,  with  another 
$328,714  in  operating  costs  to  reopen  the  park. 

Dackson  said  there  were  two  "potential"  benefits  to  the  city  running  the 
water  park  --  financial  and  recreational.  Lawton,  a city  of  80,000,  only 
has  one  public  swimming  pool. 

"RE : Roberta  Blackgoat's  Message"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  00:24:22  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : [BIGMTLIST]  "Is  Anyone  Listening?"-  Roberta  Blackgoat's  Message 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

>Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  02:52:56  -0400 
>From:  LISN  <lisn2000(31isn . net> 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST(3onelist . com> 

Special  Note:  Within  the  past  several  months,  there  have  been  one  or 
more  letters  being  circulated  in  Roberta  Blackgoat's  name.  The  specific 
topic  of  these  posts  have  focused  on  an  anti-mormon  message. 

Roberta  has  requested  that  it  be  made  known  that  these  posts  did  not 
originate  with  her,  NOR  DID  SHE  AUTFIORIZE  such  messages.  Roberta  further 
indicated  that  a statement  had  been  taken,  altered  and  a forged 
signature  added  to  it. 

To  avoid  any  future  problems  with  unauthorized  letters  being  posted  in 
Roberta  Blackgoat's  name,  Roberta  has  stated  that  her  authorized 
messages  will  be  posted  ONLY  to  her  web  page  on  the  LISN  web  site 
http : / /www . lisn . net/ roberta - blackgoat . htm#roberta  AND  to  a web  site  by 
Earth legacy  http://www.earthlegacy.com 

Roberta  also  requested  that  the  following  message  be  posted.  It  was 
recently  printed  by  the  Earthfirst  Dournal  as  well. 


"Is  Anyone  Listening?" 

— A Message  from  Roberta  Blackgoat 
Dune  99 

Great  Spirit  gave  us  this  land  to  live  in  a good  way.  We're  not  living 
here  for  free,  everything  we  have,  we  have  worked  hard  for  it.  We  humble 
ourselves  before  Great  Spirit  and  it  is  according  to  them  (the  Holy 
Ones)  that  we  live  here. 

Before  non-indians  came,  we  were  put  here  with  original  guidelines  to 
live  in  harmony.  Some  prayers  we  say  are  for  our  veterans,  our  young 
ones,  they  go  to  war  and  its  those  prayers  and  ceremonies  that  keep  them 
in  good  health  and  able  to  come  back. 

All  the  natural  resources  that  abound  here  are  not  here  to  be  exploited 
but  to  be  revered.  All  the  things  that  we  hold  sacred  have  been 
comodified.  It's  commodification  of  the  sacred.  We  are  given  no  respect 
as  human  beings,  as  to  our  existence.  The  problems  of  relocation  and  all 
the  mental  anguish  that  we've  gone  through,  and  the  deprivation  of 
rights,  religious  rights,  is  the  equivalent  to  the  internment  of  Fort 


Sumner  back  in  1864  to  1868.  The  government  and  people  in  this  country 
encompass  our  demise. 

We  need  help  as  much  as  possible  to  reverse  this  relocation  process.  The 
government  of  this  country  must  come  to  a compassionate  understanding  and 
allow  us  to  go  back  to  our  traditional  lifestyles.  Guidance  was  given  to 
us  from  the  original  instructions. 

We've  been  told  to  get  permission  from  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  to  gather 
herbs  and  religious  paraphernalia.  We  already  have  permission  from  Great 
Spirit  to  gather  herbs  for  performing  ceremonies,  which  we  were  told  to 
do  according  to  the  original  instructions.  We  are  not  living  arbitrarily, 
the  way  we  are  living  has  definite  significance. 

These  laws  and  guidelines  that  we  were  given  allow  us  to  maintain  certain 
values  and  truths,  a certain  ideology.  To  ask  us  to  live  other  ways  and 
ignore  these  laws  is  to  ignore  the  truth.  These  non-indians  have  no 
regard  for  our  existence. 

We  want  all  people  to  know  that  everything  we  are  doing  (our  struggle) 
encompasses  environmental  issues  and  all  other  things  that  go  with  it. 

We  want  no  more  energy  exploitation,  no  more  mining,  cutting  up,  drilling 
of  our  Mother  Earth.  We  do  not  benefit  from  these  anyway.  We  want  Mother 
Earth  to  heal  again  and  this  will  only  happen  when  we  stop  all  the 
fencing  and  scarring  of  the  land  that  modern  industrialized  man  is 
doing. 

I'm  pleading  with  the  entire  nation  and  the  whole  world.  Pleading  with 
you.  We  were  put  upon  here  by  the  Creator  within  the  four  Sacred 
Mountains.  Mt.  Blanca  to  the  East,  Mt.  Taylor  to  the  South,  San 
Francisco  Peaks  to  the  West,  and  Mt.  Hesperus  to  the  North.  We  were 
given  instructions  to  live  in  a sacred  way  here. 

These  mountains  encompass  a Hogan  in  which  we  were  told  to  carry  on  our 
lifestyle  in  harmony.  The  influence  and  influx  of  outsiders  and  cultural 
assimilation  has  dwindled  us  and  the  Traditionals  have  been  reduced  to  a 
handful.  That's  why  I appeal  to  everyone  of  you.  I don't  know  what  the 
government  and  the  news  and  the  media  has  told  you,  but  that  is  the 
situation  here. 

I've  been  saying  these  things  for  years  and  years;  is  anyone  listening? 
Roberta  Blackgoat 

This  message  was  web  posted  on  September  29,  1999 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  - Web  Site 
http : //www. lisn . net /home. htm#big-mountain 
http : //www. lisn . net/roberta-blackgoat . htm#roberta 


League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 

mailto : lisn2000@lisn . net 

LISN  Web  Site:  http://www.lisn.net 

To  subscribe  to  the  LISN  mailing  list  please  send  an  email  to 
mailto:wclistserve@lisn.net  with  the  content:  subscribe  league 

"RE : Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Oct  1999  22:43:53  EDT 
From:  Msngr888@aol.com 
Subj : October  12 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

RE:  Black  Mesa,  AZ 

Few,  outside  the  local  tribes,  know  and  understand  the  geomantic  and 
spiritual  importance  of  Black  Mesa.  Legends  as  well  as  scientific  evidence 
say  that  the  area  is  an  important  part  of  the  human  race  perpetuation.  For 
the  past  few  epochs,  a remnant  has  survived  cataclysmic  circumstances  to 
renew  the  Earth.  Mining  and  contamination  of  this  area  is  damaging  not  only 
to  a heritage,  but  to  the  human  race  as  a whole. 

For  those  familiar  with  the  earth's  geometric  coordinate  grid,  the  Black  Mesa 
region  is  in  the  path  of  a key  coordinate  traverse.  Any  damage  done  to  this 
area  upsets  the  overall  health  of  mother  Earth,  which  in  turn,  creates  a 


ripple  affecting  the  well  being  of  its  inhabitants.  Such  plunder  of  our  life 
source  must  stop. 

The  Peabody,  and  other  mining  companies  like  it,  don't  care  about  the 
consequences  of  black  lung  and  other  ailments,  nor  do  they  care  about  the 
long-range  geologic  damages. 

Ancient  people  knew  a lot  more  about  geomancy  and  replenishing  the  earths 
resources  and  living  in  balance  and  harmony  than  is  generally  known  by  the 
masses.  It  is  up  to  each  of  those  who  care  to  do  what  they  can  to  protect 
and  nurture  the  Earth.  I only  understand  like  a baby  starting  to  walk.  But, 
basically  this  is  how  it  works.  The  size,  shape  and  location  or  placement  of 
manmade  structures,  as  well  as  other  natural  phenomena  affects  the  magnetic 
flow  of  earths  energy.  Certain  ancient  earth  mounds,  or  ziggurats  in  the 
southern  United  States,  have  a similar  effect  as  do  the  pyramids  of  Egypt 
and  Mexico.  These  act  as  energy  exchanges  in  which  stellar  energy  and  earth's 
core  energy  are  transferred  in  natures  effort  to  correct  or  offset  imbalances. 
Earth  and  mankind  are  tied  more  so  than  nonlndian  or  white  population  is 
willing  to  believe  or  accept. 

It  is  up  to  each  of  those  who  care  to  do  what  they  can  in  their  own  way 
to  either  help  mother  Earth  replenish,  or  help  stop  the  plunder. 

Sometimes  I wish  that  Columbus  had  not  landed  in  this  hemisphere. 

Take  care.  Peace,  love  and  light  to  all. 

RW 


eGroups.com  home:  http://www.egroups.com/group/indianz 
http://www.egroups.com  - Simplifying  group  communications 

"RE : Mohawks  Start  Canada's  First  Web  Gambling"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:57:56  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  09-29-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 

Mohawks  start  up  Canada's  first  Web  gambling  server 
Sep  24  1999 

KAHNAWAKE  RESERVE,  QUE  - People  on  the  Kahnawake  Reserve  near  Montreal  are 
planning  to  provide  the  first  computer  server  in  North  America  to  make 
Internet  gambling  available  to  the  public.  It's  a complicated  arrangement 
and  not  without  controversy. 

Some  might  say  it  was  inevitable  that,  eventually,  someone  in  Canada  would 
think  of  it.  The  Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake  say  it  was  for  one  good 
reason:  money. 

"I  think  the  potential  is  uncapped,"  says  Davis  Rice  of  Mohawk  Internet 
Technologies.  "It's  like  an  oil  well  and  for  the  time  being  it's  ready  to 
explode. " 

The  Internet  has  hundreds  of  gambling  sites.  They  originate  with  companies 
based  in  the  Caribbean,  mostly,  and  are  accessed  by  Canadian  computers 
through  international  servers. 

The  Mohawk  decided  to  become  a server  for  the  Internet  casinos  because 
nobody  else  in  Canada  is  doing  it.  There's  big  money  to  be  made.  But  there 
are  also  ethical  questions  to  face.  On  the  reserve,  the  question  looms:  are 
they  encouraging  gambling? 

Five  years  ago,  Kahnawake  tore  itself  apart  over  the  issue  of  opening  a 
casino.  In  a referendum,  people  voted  it  down  --  but  just  barely. 

Some  are  not  worried,  arguing  the  project  is  not  an  on-line  casino,  it's 
just  a distributor,  like  a television  cable  company. 

That's  a moot  point  for  groups  worried  about  the  growing  phenomenon  of 
gambling  addiction. 

"What  you're  doing  is  making  it  easily  accessible  to  a certain  percentage 
of  individuals  who  have  a significant  problem,"  says  Jeffrey  Derevensky, 
McGill  University  Gambling  Treatment  Centre. 

At  the  reserve,  all  arguments  against  the  plan  are  outweighed  by  one  fact: 


51  new  jobs  will  be  created.  The  hope  is  the  new  company  will  provide  jobs 
for  generations,  eventually  becoming  the  Internet  server  for  large  Canadian 
corporations . 

Business  opens  next  month. 

"RE : Census  2000  Count"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:57:56  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  09-29-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

American  Indian  conference  hopes  to  improve  Census  2000  count 
By  KAREN  L.  SHAW 
c.  Associated  Press 
September  28,  1999 

TAMPA  - From  a revamped  Census  2000  logo  with  allusions  to  the  "circle  of 
life"  to  job-recruiting  efforts  targeting  American  Indians  on  reservations, 
the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  is  stepping  up  efforts  to  help  ensure  the  group  is 
accurately  included  in  the  next  population  count. 

American  Indians  on  reservations  were  the  most  undercounted  people  during 
1990's  census,  depriving  them  of  representation  and  resources  that  affect 
almost  every  aspect  of  their  lives,  census  officials  said  Monday. 

A Tribal  Governments  Conference,  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  invited 
representatives  from  100  state-recognized  tribes  nationwide  to  help  solve 
that  problem,  said  Sydnee  Chattin-Reynolds,  manager  of  the  Census  Bureau's 
American  Indian/Alaska  Native  Program. 

"This  will  be  the  census  that  takes  us  into  the  next  millennium,"  said 
lames  Holmes,  the  Census  Bureau's  Atlanta  Regional  Director.  "If  we  don't 
get  it  right  this  time,  there  will  be  enormous  penalties." 

Census  data  are  used  to  help  distribute  about  $200  billion  annually  in 
federal  funds  for  transportation,  schools,  health  care,  housing,  economic 
development,  job  training  and  other  programs.  Holmes  said. 

Tribes  not  recognized  by  state  or  federal  governments  also  were  invited, 
as  were  urban  organizations  like  hospitals  and  homeless  shelters  that  serve 
American  Indians  living  outside  reservations,  officials  said. 

American  Indians  were  undercounted  by  12.2  percent,  or  174,000  people,  on 
reservations,  and  by  4.3  percent  on  and  off  reservations.  It  cost  them 
millions  in  funding,  Chattin-Reynolds  said. 

To  ensure  that  doesn't  happen  again  the  Census  Bureau  implemented  some 
firsts . 

Two  feathers  encircle  the  words  United  States  Census  2000  - forming  a new 
look  for  the  never-before-altered  Census  logo.  The  graphic,  reminiscent  of 
the  "circle  of  life"  important  to  many  native  peoples,  symbolizes  the 
bureau's  commitment  to  reaching  American  Indians,  Chattin-Reynolds  said. 

The  bureau  also  expects  to  hire  8,000  people  to  help  distribute  census 
forms  for  the  2000  count,  scheduled  to  start  in  April. 

"On  an  American  Indian  reservation,  clearly  we  would  want  to  hire  people 
from  the  local  community,"  Holmes  said. 

The  nationwide  campaign  costs  $166  million.  Holmes  said. 

"RE;  College  Fund  Gets  $30  Million"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:57:56  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  09-29-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 


American  Indian  College  Fund  Gets  $30  Million  Private  Grant 


Gift  Will  Be  Used  to  Replace  Buildings  at  Tribal  Schools 
By  Kenneth  D.  Cooper 
c.  Washington  Post 
September  28,  1999 

In  the  largest  private  donation  ever  made  to  a Native  American 
organization , the  Lilly  Endowment  Inc.  has  given  the  American  Indian 
College  Fund  a $30  million  grant  to  replace  buildings  at  30  tribal 
colleges  on  reservations  in  the  West  and  Midwest. 

The  gift,  awarded  in  Dune  and  to  be  formally  announced  in  Washington 
today,  is  by  far  the  largest  contribution  ever  received  by  the  fund,  almost 
matching  the  $35  million  total  the  Denver-based  charity  has  been  able  to 
raise  in  its  first  decade  of  existence. 

The  Lilly  Endowment,  based  in  Indianapolis,  has  led  a recent  trend  of 
the  nation's  largest  foundations  making  major  grants  to  boost  the  higher 
education  of  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  who  remain  underrepresented  in 
colleges  and  universities. 

"The  needs  of  these  populations  are  so  glaring  and  self-evident  that  the 
endowment  felt  these  funds  would  be  used  for  good  purpose  and  have  a ripple 
effect  for  a long  time,"  said  Gretchen  Wolfram,  a Lilly  spokeswoman. 

Nor  has  Lilly  been  alone  in  focusing  on  educational  opportunities  for 
minorities.  Two  weeks  ago,  the  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates  Foundation,  which  this 
year  eclipsed  Lilly  as  the  nation's  largest  private  foundation,  announced  a 
massive  $1  billion,  20-year  grant  for  college  scholarships  for  minority 
students . 

Richard  Williams,  executive  director  of  the  American  Indian  College  Fund, 
said:  "A  gift  of  this  magnitude  gives  all  American  Indian  people  hope. 

Tribal  colleges  are  reversing  a century  of  failure  by  giving  Indian 
students  a holistic  academic  and  cultural  education." 

The  tribal  colleges,  which  enroll  26,000  students  on  campuses  in  12  states 
from  Michigan  to  California,  provide  a combination  of  traditional  academics 
and  Native  American  culture,  such  as  indigenous  language  courses.  Most  are 
two-year  institutions.  The  oldest  tribal  college.  Dine  College,  was  founded 
as  Navajo  Community  College  in  Arizona  in  1968.  With  2,000  students.  Dine 
is  also  the  largest. 

According  to  the  fund,  about  40  percent  of  tribal  college  graduates 
continue  their  education,  while  less  than  10  percent  of  Native  American 
students  who  leave  reservations  to  attend  public  colleges  manage  to 
graduate. 

Nationally,  more  Native  Americans  have  been  going  to  college,  but  still 
at  a far  lower  rate  than  members  of  other  minority  groups. 

With  the  $30  million  grant,  the  fund  is  launching  a five-year  campaign  to 
raise  a total  of  $120  million  to  make  capital  improvements  at  the  tribal 
colleges.  The  funds  will  pay  for  construction  of  modern  classrooms,  labs 
and  libraries. 

"The  conditions  of  these  tribal  colleges  is  not  good  at  all,"  Wolfram 
said . 

"These  are  accredited  colleges  and  they  are  in  double-wide  trailers  and 
sinking  buildings  in  some  cases.  They  need  help." 

Ron  McNeil,  president  of  Sitting  Bull  College  in  North  Dakota,  runs  one 
of  the  campuses  with  serious  infrastructure  problems.  "My  main  classroom 
building  is  sinking  because  we  can't  afford  to  maintain  it,"  McNeil  said. 

"We  are  doing  everything  possible  to  offer  a first-rate  education  to 
students  who  wouldn't  be  in  college  if  it  weren't  for  us.  Scarce  resources 
force  maintenance  and  construction  to  the  bottom  of  the  list." 

If  fund-raising  reaches  the  goal  of  $120  million,  each  of  the  30  tribal 
colleges  would  receive  $3  million  to  upgrade  facilities  and  another  $1 
million  in  endowment  funds  to  strengthen  their  financial  stability.  The 
capital  campaign  has  been  in  the  planning  stages  for  more  than  two  years. 
Earlier  this  year,  the  David  and  Lucile  Packard  Foundation  granted  the 
American  Indian  College  Fund  $2  million  for  new  math  and  science  buildings 
and  the  Tierney  Family  Foundation  gave  $1  million  for  child  care  facilities 
on  campus. 
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Campbell's  Interior  battles  go  on 
By  Bill  McAllister 
c.  Denver  Post 
Sept.  26,  1999 

WASHINGTON  - No  sooner  had  he  finished  a hearing  Wednesday  on  the 
Interior  Department's  much-maligned  Indian  trust  accounts,  than  Sen.  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  was  off  to  the  races. 

Actually,  it  was  a charity  race,  one  in  which  members  of  Congress  drive  a 
miniature  race  car  around  a small  track  at  the  foot  of  Capitol  Hill.  The 
object:  Get  the  best  time  on  the  course. 

Each  lawmaker  who  dared  put  the  pedal  to  the  metal  was  assured  a $500 
donation  from  Kmart  Corp.  for  his  or  her  favorite  charity,  and  the 
legislators  with  the  10  best  times  were  promised  an  additional  $1,500. 

As  he  waited  for  his  ride,  Campbell  and  his  aides  munched  on  barbecue  and 
talked  about  the  prospects  for  the  legislation.  The  senator,  who  is  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  had  just  clashed  with  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  over  his  proposals  and  he  was  mindful  of  how 
strongly  the  Clinton  administration  had  resisted. 

"Since  the  Bureau  (of  Indian  Affairs)  opposes  it,  I'd  say  it's  pretty 
slim,"  he  said.  "But  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  They  (the  BIA)  actually 
are  not  capable  of  straightening  up  that  mess. 

"But  they  don't  want  to  give  up  the  turf.  They  don't  want  to  give  up  any 
decision-making  authority  to  an  outside  entity.  But  that's  what  they  ought 
to  be  doing  to  get  it  straightened  out." 

The  result,  many  here  expect,  is  that  the  Clinton  administration  probably 
will  continue  with  its  plan  to  revamp  the  trust  accounts.  As  Campbell  put 
it.  Babbitt  and  his  staff  are  certain  to  keep  pleading  with  the  lawmakers 
and  Indians  to  "trust  us." 

And  Campbell  and  other  Indian  activists  are  likely  to  continue  questioning 
the  process  in  Congress. 

The  BIA's  most  significant  challenge,  however,  is  likely  to  come  from  U.S. 
District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  in  Washington.  The  judge  already  has  fined 
government  officials  more  than  $600,000  for  their  handling  of  a class-action 
lawsuit  filed  by  the  Boulder-based  Native  Americans  Right  Fund.  The  Colorado 
group  has  alleged  massive  mismanagement  by  the  BIA,  and  Lamberth  has  been 
receptive  to  their  arguments,  accusing  Interior  of  "a  shocking  pattern  of 
deception  of  the  court." 

The  standoff  in  Campbell's  hearing  room  didn't  surprise  some  of  the  Native 
Americans  the  senator  had  called  as  witnesses. 

"This  scenario  goes  on  and  goes  on,"  Joseph  Tillman,  a chief  of  Oklahoma's 
Osage  Tribe,  told  Campbell.  Tillman  added  that  he  shares  the  senator's 
misgivings  about  the  BIA's  approach  to  resolving  the  trust  issues.  As 
Tillman  put  it:  "The  fox  is  guarding  the  henhouse  once  again." 

Speaking  of  that  charity  race,  called  the  Capitol  Hill  Challenge,  Campbell 
finished  63rd  out  of  144  lawmakers  with  a time  of  29.29  seconds. 

Of  the  four  members  of  the  Colorado  delegation  who  participated,  only  Rep. 

Bob  Schaffer,  R-Fort  Collins,  broke  into  the  top  10.  He  finished  ninth  with 
a time  of  24.04. 

Rep.  Scott  Mclnnis,  R-Grand  Junction,  came  in  27th  with  a time  of  26.40  and 
Rep.  Mark  Udall,  D-Boulder,  was  33rd  with  a time  of  26.85. 

Schaffer's  $2,000  prize  will  go  to  the  SHOUT  program  in  Greeley.  That's  an 
anti-smoking  group  whose  name  stands  for  "Stay  Healthy  - Oppose  Using 
Tobacco. " 

Rep.  Tom  Tancredo,  R-Littleton,  announced  last  week  that  he  has  signed  up 
for  the  Citizens  Legislators  Caucus,  a newly  formed  group  of  13  House 
Republicans  and  one  Democrat  who  have  agreed  to  limit  their  time  in 
Congress . 


"Term  limits  has  a tendency  to  keep  you  focused  and  helps  you  avoid  getting 
caught  up  in  the  heady  atmosphere  of  Congress/'  the  freshman  lawmaker  said 
in  a statement.  Tancredo  last  year  pledged  to  serve  no  more  than  three 
two-year  terms. 

"I  would  liken  term  limits  to  the  practice  in  Rome  when  victorious  generals 
were  paraded  into  the  city  to  the  accolades  of  the  crowd.  A servant  would 
have  to  ride  in  the  chariot  along  with  Caesar  and,  while  holding  a laurel 
above  Caesar's  head,  whisper  "all  fame  is  fleeting." 

Next  time  you  spot  Tancredo  riding  in  a parade,  you'll  know  what  the  guy 
next  to  him  is  saying. 

Sen.  Wayne  Allard,  R-Colo.,  had  a good  word  to  say  recently  about  a member 
of  the  Clinton  cabinet.  He  dashed  off  a letter  of  praise  to  Energy 
Secretary  Bill  Richardson  for  an  agreement  he  signed  with  four  states. 

The  agreement  with  the  governors  of  Colorado,  Tennessee,  Washington  and 
South  Carolina  should  help  ensure  that  the  former  Rocky  Flats  nuclear 
weapons  plant  is  cleaned  up  by  the  scheduled  date  of  2006,  Allard  said.  The 
senator  added  a hand-written  "Good  work!"  to  the  letter  he  sent  to  the 
energy  secretary. 
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Abenaki  Museum  developing  display  about  sterilization 
Facility's  aims:  spotlight  eugenics,  unveil  injustice 
By  GARY  RUTKOWSKI 
c.  Messenger 
9/28/99 

SWANTON  - The  Abenaki  Tribal  Museum  plans  to  place  a spotlight  on  a 
dark  secret  from  Vermont's  past  --  eugenics  --  an  effort  to  eradicate 
bloodlines  of  people  deemed  inferior. 

Fred  Wiseman,  curator  of  the  museum,  Thursday  provided  the 
Governor's  Commission  on  Native  American  Affairs  with  an  update  about 
facility  plans.  The  museum,  he  said,  is  moving  ahead  with  a display  of 
1930 's  era  medical  instruments,  monitors  and  medicines  used  in  forced 
sterilization  prompted  by  the  racist  movement. 

Eugenics,  a science  of  human  breeding,  was  an  offshoot  of  social 
Darwinism  which  translated  "survival  of  the  fittest"  to  the  human 
population 

and  deemed  people  of  Eastern  European  extraction  as  the  superior  race. 

At  its  meeting,  the  commission  briefly  discussed  eugenics  and  Dr. 

Henry  Perkins,  a University  of  Vermont  proponent  of  the  movement  nearly  70 
years  ago. 

Perkins  promoted  sterilization  of  the  handicapped  and  what  he  termed 
the  feeble  minded,  but  it  is  widely  held  today  that  what  he  and  others 
wanted  was  extermination  of  segments  of  the  population. 

Vermont  was  the  thirty-second  state  to  enact  a sterilization  law 
that  was  abolished  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  Records  from  the  period  have 
been  sketchy  in  terms  of  the  extent  of  the  sterilization  practice. 

However,  new  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  eugenics  because  of  a much 
anticipated  book,  "Vermont  Eugenics  Survey,"  by  writer  Nancy  Gallagher.  It 
is  to  be  released  soon. 

While  advance  copies  of  the  book  do  not  point  to  specific  cases  of 
Abenaki  sterilization,  elders  in  the  community  remember  the  eugenics  survey, 
said  April  Rushlow,  acting  chief.  She  feared  that  as  a result  some  senior 
citizens  would  refuse  to  participate  in  the  U.S.  Census  in  2000,  even  though 
that  information  is  kept  confidential. 

Native  Americans  apparently  were  not  the  only  people  affected  by 
eugenics,  it  is  widely  held  that  French  Canadians  and  others  also  suffered 


because  of  it. 

Last  year  a $25,000  state  grant  was  received  by  the  museum  and 
cultural  center.  The  awarding  of  the  money  was  made  by  Gov.  Howard  Dean. 

Dean,  like  his  predecessor,  has  refused  to  grant  state  recognition 
to  the  Abenaki.  That  issue,  it  was  announced  Thursday,  also  will  be  a focus 
of  the  museum's  display  planning. 

Wiseman  said  state  officials,  including  Sen.  Vince  Illuzzi,  have 
expressed  interest  in  providing  additional  funding.  A figure  of  $100,000 
was  mentioned  Thursday  for  phase  III  of  museum  development.  Approval  of  the 
legislature  and  the  governor's  signature  on  the  appropriations  bill  would 
be  required,  but  Wiseman  was  hopeful. 

Among  other  things,  the  third-phase  project  money  would  build  a 
traditional  Abenaki  long  house  in  which  Native  American  culture  would  be 
taught,  said  Wiseman. 

The  museum,  located  on  Route  7,  has  been  praised  as  a valuable 
addition  to  the  community,  particularly  because  of  the  trend  towards  eco- 
tourism  and  Swanton's  corresponding  efforts  to  revitalize  its  economy. 

Commission  chair  leff  Benay  pointed  out  that  the  endeavor  has  the 
unanimous  support  of  Swanton  selectboard  members  and  village  trustees,  plus 
backing  from  local  legislators. 

Wiseman  said  that  change  in  support  had  occurred  just  over  the  past 
five  years.  However,  he  said  the  museum  would  serve  purposes  other  than  the 
local  economy. 

Among  those,  he  said,  would  be  to  refute  the  state-held  notion  that 
the  Abenaki  had  "no  continuity"  in  their  settlement  of  the  region  and 
therefore  were  undeserving  of  state  recognition.  The  tribe  also  continues 
to  seek  federal  recognition. 

Another  aim,  said  Wiseman,  is  advance  the  sovereignty  and 
repatriation  of  the  local  Abenaki  community. 

In  discussing  the  already  funded  phase  II  display  of  medical 
equipment,  Wiseman  asked  commission  members  to  imagine  what  it  had  been 
like  to  wait  to  be  sterilized  at  the  state  hospital  in  Brandon. 

The  sterilization  display,  he  said,  would  make  real,  "everything 
that  people  talk  about  in  all  of  these  books  but  are  unwilling  to 
confront . " 

The  local  curator  traveled  this  summer  to  Native  American  museums  in 
Canada  and  in  the  U.S.  He  said  he  returned  with  the  knowledge  that  the 
larger  a museum  is,  the  more  "danger"  it  presents  to  false  views  of  the 
Native  Americans.  He  said  some  museums  create  a "tremendous  schizophrenia" 
among  residents  who  hold  such  views. 

Wiseman  said  he  anticipated  renovation  work  to  be  completed  on  the 
new  and  larger  museum  display  room  this  fall  with  work  on  the  exhibits  in 
the  spring.  A display  of  Wiseman's  archaeologist's  equipment  also  will  be 
created . 

The  plan  is  to  open  the  new  facility  in  May  to  correspond  with  a 
Native  American  powwow  held  locally. 

Comparing  the  museum  to  others  he  has  visited,  Wiseman  said  the 
Abenaki  facility  would  attract  regional,  if  not  national  attention.  He  said 
visitors  from  France,  Germany,  and  Australia  already  have  toured  the 
facility. 

Long-term  plans,  he  said,  may  include  special  events  for 
eco-tourists,  and  birch  bark  canoe  races. 
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Monacan  Indian  Nation  plan  runs  afoul  of  federal  law 
BY  PETER  HARDIN 


Times-Dispatch  Washington  Correspondent 

The  Monacan  Indian  Nation  had  hoped  to  rebury  the  centuries-old  remains 
of  more  than  100  ancestors  in  a solemn  ceremony  last  weekend.  But  that 
was  not  to  be.  Monacans  gathered  Saturday  at  their  home  place  of  more 
than  10,000  years.  Bear  Mountain  in  Amherst  County.  And  the  49  cartons 
of  human  bones  they  wanted  to  rebury  stayed  in 

Richmond.  The  remains,  including  a number  of  skulls,  have  been  kept  by 
the  state  for  10  years.  The  skeletal  remains  came  from  the  Valentine 
Museum  in  Richmond,  which  displayed  the  Indian  bones  in  an  earlier  era. 
Amateur  archaeologist  Edward  P.  Valentine  had  unearthed  them  98  years 
ago  in  Rockbridge  County.  Monacans  now  are  trying  to  get  back  their 
"desecrated"  dead.  But  the  tribe  has  come  up  empty-handed  in  Washington, 
caught  in  an  emotional  tangle  with  a new  federal  law  that  puts  tribes 
like  Virginia's  at  a disadvantage.  As  the  Monacans  began  their  effort, 
Virginia  officials  helped  them  navigate  a process  set  up  under  the  1990 
law  for  return  of  human  remains  or  sacred  objects  to  Indian  tribes  from 
certain  museums  and  federal  agencies.  Virginia  officials  wrote  a letter 
in  January  submitting  the  reburial  request.  It  discussed  the  source  of 
the  remains  a burial  site  called  Hayes  Creek  Mound-and  links  made  by 
researchers  to  the  Monacan  culture.  In  May,  a federal  government  review 
panel  declined  to  give  a go  ahead.  Members  said  they  needed  more 
information.  Monacan  leaders  feel  stymied  and  terribly  frustrated. 

"We've  been  degraded  the  last  500  years.  It  needs  to  stop,"  protested 

Monacan  Chief  Kenneth  W.  Branham  of  Amherst  County.  "These  are  our 

ancestors.  We  want  to  do  the  respectful  thing,"  Branham  added.  Mary 
Wade,  a Monacan  and  secretary  at  the  governor-appointed  Virginia  Council 
on  Indians,  said  she  tells  people,  "How  would  you  like  your  grandmother 
to  be  sitting  in  a box  about  as  big  as  a shoebox,  her  bones  dismantled 

in  dust?  It's  just  not  right."  The  Monacans  believe  the  1990  federal 

law  is  stacked  against  them.  The  law  is  called  the  Native  American 
Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act.  Congress  passed  it  in  response 
to  growing  American  Indian  influence  and  outrage  over  the  handling  of 
their  sacred  objects.  It  is  directed  at  those  tribes  that  are  officially 
recognized  by  the  U.S.  government.  But  while  the  Monacans  and  seven 
other  Virginia  tribes  have  gained  official  recognition  from  the 
commonwealth,  they  have  not  from  the  United  States.  These  Virginia 
tribes  are  nowhere  to  be  found  on  a federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
list  of  555  recognized  Indian  tribes.  "There  is  a very  gray  area  in  the 
[federal]  law  that  is  creating  problems,"  said  Dr.  M.  Catherine  Slusser, 
state  archeologist  for  Virginia.  "That  is,  basically,  that  the  law  was 
designed  to  provide  repatriation  rights  to  federally  recognized 
tribes,"  she  said.  Separately,  Rep.  James  P.  Moran,  D-8th,  is  drafting 
a bill  to  grant  federal  recognition  to  Virginia's  eight  state-recognized 
tribes,  giving  them  access  to  more  federal  resources.  Federal 
recognition  gives  tribes  a government-to-government"  relationship  with 
the  United  States.  Key  Virginia  Indian  leaders  believe  such  federal 
recognition  is  long  overdue.  The  state  General  Assembly 
voiced  support  for  it  this  year.  "We  feel  the  whole  nation's  history  is 
built  on  the  back  of  the  Virginia  Indian  people,"  said  Diane  Johns 
Shields,  coordinator  of  social  and  economic  development  with  the  Monacan 
tribe.  Virginia  Indians,  she  said,  were  "the  first  to  welcome-and  the 
last  to  be  recognized."  Indians  living  in  Virginia  now  are  estimated  at 
about  20,000,  with  between  7,000  and  8,000  members  belonging  to  the 
eight  tribes.  In  support  of  the  federal  recognition  bid,  Virginia  Indian 
leaders  point  to  a treaty  by  tribal  representatives  with  Virginia's 
colonial  government  in  1677,  predating  the  birth  of  a U.S.  government. 
Federal  officials,  meanwhile,  say  the  door  has  not  been  closed  to  the 
Monacan  claim  and  that  other  tribes  in  similar  situations  have  succeeded 
by  working  in  tandem  with  a federally  recognized  tribe.  The  Monacan 
claim  is  "not  denied,"  said  Dr.  C.  Timothy  McKeown,  a National  Park 
Service  official  who  helps  implement  the  law.  At  the  May  meeting  of  the 
Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  review  panel,  members  discussed  a 
need  for  consultation  on  the  Virginia  claim  with  federally  recognized 
tribes,  and  data  about  how  Virginia  has  handled  other  Indian  remains. 

The  panel  thinks  tribes  without  federal  recognition  should  have  a right 


to  claim  remains,  said  McKeown.  Yet  "there  is  also  the  whole  issue  of 
what  the  federally  recognized  tribes  think,"  McKeown  added.  In  the  past, 
there  has  not  always  been  agreement.  To  anthropologist  Dr.  Danielle 
Moretti-Langholtz,  who  teaches  at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  the 
time  it  takes  for  the  federal  government  to  handle  a repatriation  claim 
may  be  understandable,  although  frustrating.  "There's  always  the 
possibility  that,  if  the  record  is  not  checked,  they're  returning 
remains  to  the  wrong  group,"  she  said.  At  the  same  time  Moretti-Langholtz 
said  Virginia  Indian  tribes  "are  at  a special  disadvantage"  in  the  new 
repatriation  process  "because  they  deserve  federal  recognition,  and  they 
don't  have  it."  Under  the  1990  law,  of  about  200,000  Native  American 
human  remains,  about  14,000  have  been  repatriated.  Sen.  Daniel  K. 

Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  told  Congress  in  April.  Virginia  officials  plan  to 
resubmit  the  Monacans'  request  to  the  federal  panel,  perhaps  with  a 
proposal  for  a general  repatriation  procedure  for  Virginia  tribes.  There 
already  is  a precedent  for  a Virginia  tribe  succeeding  in  the  new  federal 
process,  according  to  Oliver  Perry  of  Virginia  Beach,  chief  emeritus  of 
Virginia's  Nansemond  Tribe.  Perry  wrestled  successfully  with  the  federal 
law  to  obtain  and  rebury  remains  of  64  individuals  of  the  Chesapeake  Tribe 
unearthed  in  Virginia  Beach.  The  remains  were  determined  to  be 
affiliated  with  the  Nansemond  Tribe.  That  repatriation  bid  was  a 
collective  effort  of  Virginia's  eight  tribes,  the  state,  the  Virginia 
Council  on  Indians  and  local  officials.  Submitted  in  October  1994,  the 
request  went  before  the  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
committee  twice  before  it  was  accepted.  On  April  26,  1997,  those  remains 
were  reburied  at  First  Landing  / Seashore  State  Park,  along  with  64 
eagle  feathers  delivered  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to 
symbolize  the  flight  of  the  spirit  after  death.  Since  the  Nansemond  bid, 
the  Graves  Act  panel-with  a different  membership-  has  floated  for  comment  a 
recommendation  that  Indian  tribes  without  federal  recognition  should 
team  up  on  claims  with  a federally  recognized  tribe.  As  the  end  of 
another  century  approaches,  the  Monacans  aren't  alone  in  feeling  upset 
about  the  latest  chapter  of  their  treatment.  Donna  Roberts  of  Sharon, 

Vt.,  is  an  official  with  the  Abenaki  Nation,  which  does  not  have 
federal  recognition.  She  angrily  wrote  to  Washington  to  urge 
representation  on  the  review  committee  for  such  tribes.  The  panel  has 
four  members  from  federally  recognized  tribes  and  three  members  from 
national  museum  and  scientific  organizations.  "There  is  no  way  for 
anyone  to  understand  our  particular  struggles,  pain,  neglect,  and  the 
reasons  for  it  all  from  the  outside,"  Roberts  wrote.  ".  . .We  are  among 
the  last  to  be  given  recognition.  Due  to  that  lack  of  recognition,  every 
day  of  our  lives  is  a struggle.  "What  should  be  obvious,  the  right  of  the 
dead  to  repose  in  peace,  is  twice  as  difficult  for  us  to  accomplish  as 
federally  recognized  tribes,  accompanied  by  more  requirements,  more  hoops 
to  jump  through,"  she  wrote.  Urging  broader  representation  on  the  panel, 
Roberts  continued,  "Without  such  representation,  this  committee  becomes 
just  another  branch  of  the  federal  government,  the  same  government  which 
has  oppressed  Native  Peoples  for  the  past  225  years." 
c.  1999,  Richmond  Newspapers  Inc. 
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Subj : Huge  pain  for  Mushkegowuk 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Moose  Factory  is  one  of  the  seven  communities  of  the  Mushkegowuk  Cree. 
Population  approx  2500.  Waskaganish  is  same  Cree  Nation  but  that  community 
is  on  Quebec  side  of  lames  Bay.  I lived  & worked  with  the  Mushkegowuk  a 
while  some  years  ago.  Good  people,  strong  families,  strong  Nation.  The 
currents  are  really  tricky  at  the  mouths  of  both  the  Moose  & Albany 
Rivers,  & the  storms  on  lames  Bay  are  funneled  down  through  Hudson's  Bay  & 
are  fierce  & sudden.  The  report  is  obviously  not  Indian.  These  were  not 


recreational  'boaters'  but  families  out  for  harvesting  goose  & moose.  This 
is  Goose  Break  time. . As  freeze-up  season  approaches  entire  villages  of 
the  Mushkegowuk  empty  & families  go  to  their  elders-allocated  family 
hunting  territories  to  spend  1-2  weeks  in  the  bush  filling  up  the  freezer 
with  winter's  food.  It  is  done  at  break-up  season  too,  when  the  geese 
return  north.  Kids  start  & finish  school  a week  earlier  & later  than 
southern  schools  to  allow  for  the  entire  family  to  do  this,  as  they 
should.  As  they  must.  Many  people  from  Moose  Factory  & from  surrounding 
Cree  communities  are  still  searching  for  the  bodies. 

Your  prayers  for  safe  passage  for  the  dead  & for  strength  for  the 
surviving  families  are  appreciated.  Faxes/phone  calls  of  condolence  may  be 
sent  to  the  Band  Office: 

Ph:  (705)  658-4619 
Fax:  (705)  658-4734 
masi:cho. . . 
jaom/e ' neethekwe ' 


04  October,  1999 
Boaters  given  up  for  dead 

Moose  factory,  Ontario  (CP)  - The  search  for  six  people,  including  at 
least  four  children,  presumed  drowned  after  two  boats  capsized  on  Dames 
Bay  was  called  off  yesterday  by  military  searchers. 

Officials  at  CFB  Trenton,  which  sent  search  and  rescue  teams  and  military 
officers  to  lead  the  hunt  for  the  missing  boaters,  said  they  handed  back 
the  effort  to  local  authorities. 

The  missing  people  were  among  11  family  members  on  an  annual  hunting 
expedition  on  the  shores  of  hannah  Bay,  near  the  Quebec-Ontario  border, 
when  strong  winds  and  high  waves  swamped  their  boats  Thursday  morning. 

The  bodies  of  Kenny  Echum,  37,  and  Billy  Echum,  44,  were  found  last 
Saturday. 

Kenny  Echum' s wife,  Anita,  and  their  three  children,  Michael,  10,  Mark,  9, 
and  Keisha,  4,  are  missing,  along  with  neice  Misty  Echum,  9,  and  Dohnny 
Namagoose,  age  unknown,  from  Waskaganish. 

The  accident  has  hit  hard  in  Moose  Factory,  a northern  Cree  town  of  2,500 
situated  on  an  island  in  the  berth  of  Moose  River,  about  20km  west  of  the 
Quebec  border. 

"The  whole  community  is  devastated,"  said  Freida  Sachaney,  Kenny  Echum 's 
second-cousin . 

"It's  a very  large  family  with  many  people  in  tears  right  now.  We're  just 
trying  to  comfort  each  other  and  wait  for  the  other  bodies  to  be 
recovered.  " 

The  family's  expedition  was  part  of  Goose  Break,  an  annual  week-long 
school  holiday  where  the  community's  young  people  get  a break  from  classes 
to  go  hunting  with  their  families. 

"RE:  Effort  Seeks  to  Revive  Old  O'odham  Technique"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  19:30:16  GMT 
From:  "AliceFI"  <AliceFI@gte.net> 

Subj : Effort  seeks  to  revive  old  O'odham  technique 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

To  see  the  photos,  you  may  have  to  go  to  the  webpage  today  before  it  "times 
out . " 

AliceFI . 

http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/1010R3 . html 
Sunday,  10  October  1999 
Floodwater  farming 

Effort  seeks  to  revive  old  O'odham  technique 

Photos  by  Chris  Richards 

The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

By  Tim  Steller 

The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

SELLS  - An  untrained  eye  would  hardly  notice  the  garden  outside  Margaret 


Saraficio's  house. 

It's  just  a low  patch  of  a few  dozen  plants  - devil's  claw,  melon  and 
squash  - intertwined  and  cowering  under  the  sun. 

But  the  plants  represent  more  than  a garden.  They  are  signs  of  hope  for 
reviving  Tohono  O'odham  traditions  and  resisting  diabetes,  an  epidemic  on 
the  reservation  west  of  Tucson. 

Saraficio  grew  the  crops,  with  the  help  of  a Sells-based  organization, 
using  only  floodwater.  This  sort  of  agriculture,  known  as  "ak  chin,"  is 
the  heart  of  the  O'odham  farming  tradition. 

To  subsist,  the  O'odham  used  to  channel  the  runoff  from  summer 
thunderstorms  to  crops  planted  near  washes  and  on  alluvial  fans,  where 
the  water  naturally  coursed  over  broad  areas. 

In  the  1920s  the  O'odham  were  farming  around  20,000  acres  this  way,  said 
Tristan  Reader,  co-director  of  Tohono  O'odham  Community  Action.  They  grew 
corn,  squash,  beans,  melons  and  other  crops. 

Now  probably  less  than  5 acres  are  farmed  that  way,  and  the  number  of 
people  raised  with  the  tradition  is  declining. 

Reader's  group  is  trying  to  reverse  the  disintegration  of  the  farming 
tradition  by  spreading  seeds  and  knowledge  around  the  reservation.  They  hope 
that  re-establishing  gardening  - even  on  a small  scale  or  with  drip 
irrigation  - will  reconnect  O'odham  people  to  their  traditions. 

For  Saraficio,  the  connection  is  simple.  When  Reader  and  his  cohort  Tony 
Dohnson  planted  devil's  claw  in  front  of  her  isolated  home,  that  meant  her 
basket-weaving  supplies  were  just  out  the  front  door. 

Saraficio  showed  them  where  to  plant  so  that  the  rain  water  would  spill 
onto  the  plants  as  it  washes  past  her  house.  After  the  monsoon  season,  the 
plants  remain  productive,  even  if  they  are  smaller  than  irrigated  bushes 
would  be. 

Saraficio  slices  the  devil's  claw  seedpods  into  strips,  then  dries  them 
for  weaving. 

"If  you  water  it  every  week,  it  would  be  a big  bush,  but  since  it  waters 
itself,  that's  why  it's  too  small,"  Saraficio  said. 

Next  year.  Reader  and  Dohnson  plan  to  place  barriers  of  brush  mid-garden, 
so  the  water  settles  here,  rather  than  flowing  over.  That  way,  they  hope, 
the  other  crops  they  planted  this  year  - corn  and  beans  - will  also 
flourish . 

In  addition  to  Saraficio's  garden,  Tohono  O'odham  Community  Action  planted 
or  distributed  seeds  - provided  by  Native  Seeds/SEARCH  - for  perhaps  50 
other  gardens  around  the  reservation.  Many  are  at  the  homes  of  other  O'odham 
elders;  one  is  on  the  grounds  of  the  Indian  Health  Services  hospital  in 
Sells . 

The  hospital's  garden  is  watered  by  drip  irrigation,  not  runoff,  but  even 
there  the  benefits  are  bigger  than  a few  spare  squash.  High  school  students 
from  Ha:San  Preparatory  and  Leadership  School  tended  the  plot  and  picked  the 
plants . 

Danny  Lopez,  an  elder  who  is  helping  with  the  project,  hopes  to  pass  on 
to  the  children  traditions  related  to  the  crops.  He  grew  up  farming  with 
floodwater  at  the  village  of  Big  Fields. 

"We  had  a lot  of  melon,  cantaloupe,  sugar  cane,  tepary  beans,  lima 
beans,"  Lopez  said.  "People  used  to  talk  to  their  plants  to  encourage  them 
to  grow." 

They  also  sang  to  their  seeds. 

"Most  of  the  songs  are  gone,  the  planting  songs.  I used  to  know  four;  now 
I know  three,"  Lopez  said. 

Dohnson,  a 27-year-old  O'odham  who  grew  up  in  Albuquerque,  said  he  thinks 
there  is  hope  the  gardening  project  will  connect  young  people  like  him  to 
those  traditions.  Dust  one  summer  of  working  on  gardens  drove  home  the 
meaning  of  the  rain  ceremony  to  him. 

"When  the  ceremony  went  on,  I thought  about  these  plants  over  here," 
Dohnson  said. 

Reader  said  he  hopes  the  project  will  also  help  those  stricken  with 
diabetes  - victims  of  abrupt  changes  in  diet  and  lifestyle  this  century.  Not 
only  would  the  traditional  foods  help,  so  would  the  practice  of  working  the 
land . 

"This  here  really  keeps  you  active.  It's  a lot  of  work,"  Lopez  said. 


Of  course,  that  fact  - the  hard  work  of  gardening  in  the  summer  sun  - may 
well  be  the  biggest  obstacle  in  the  path  of  the  revitalization  of  ak  chin 
and  other  forms  of  gardening. 

"People  say,  'I  gotta  go  home  and  watch  my  show,1  " Lopez  said.  "Maybe 
it's  gonna  take  time,  because  it  took  us  years  to  get  us  where  we're  at." 

"RE : Highway  55  & Earth  Liberation  Front"  - 

Date:  Mon,  4 Oct  1999  23:39:13  -0500 
From:  power4u  <power4u@mtn.org> 

Subj : Hwy  55  & Earth  Liberation  Front 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  5,  1999 

CONTACT:  BOB  GREENBERG  612-879-8929 

EARTH  LIBERATION  FRONT  CLAIMS  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  SABOTAGE 
ON  HIGHWAY  55  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  --  In  a communique'  received  Monday,  October  4th,  the 
Earth  Liberation  Front  (E.L.F)  claimed  responsibility  for  two 
separate  incidents  of  economic  sabotage  (property  damage)  against 
C.S.  McRossan  Inc.,  a company  currently  involved  in  building  a 
portion  of  the  reroute  of  Highway  55. 

The  E.L.F  is  responsible  for  the  burning  of  Vail  Associates  last 
winter  in  Vail,  CO.  Eco-terrorists  Vail  Associates  were  attempting 
to  expand  operations  at  the  expense  of  the  Lynx,  an  endangered 
species.  The  E.L.F.  inflicted  over  $12  million  in  damages  on  Vail 
Associates  main  ski  lodge. 

According  to  the  communique',  the  ELF  claims  to  have  damaged  conveyor 
belts  and  machinery  at  C S McRossan 's  office  located  in  Maple  Grove, 
Minnesota  on  Monday,  September  27.  The  second  incident  happened  in 
the  early  morning  of  of  Sunday,  October  3.  The  ELF  claims  to  have 
poured  sand  into  machines  and  cut  hoses  and  wires  on  three  machines 
located  at  the  Highway  55  construction  site  in  South  Minneapolis. 

This  is  the  type  of  action  that  is  necessary  to  end  the  abuses  of  a 
government  no  longer  responsible  to  the  people  and  destroying  the 
very  fabric  of  life  at  biological  and  social  levels  in  favor  of 
corporate  profit  and  elite  privilege.  This  ongoing  genocide  will 
not  be  tolerated.  The  E.L.F.  has  opened  the  tool  box,  peered  inside, 
and  taken  out  the  right  tools  for  the  job.  Indigenous  people  and 
indigenous  species  should  no  longer  suffer  for  the  extravagant 
lifestyles  of  the  few.  We  hope  to  see  more  of  this  in  the  future. 

Communique ' 

Greetings  from  the  Earth  Liberation  Front. 

we  are  claiming  responsibility  for  the  second  attack  upon  C S 
McRossan' s machinery.  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  sun  oct  3,  the 
ELF  entered  the  construction  site  on  highway  55  in  Minneapolis  where 
the  company  is  working.  Machines  that  were  found  with  accessible 
holes  had  sand  poured  into  the  oil,  the  draining  of  them.  Three 
machines  had  hoses  and  wires  cut  before  the  elves  escaped  into  the 
night.  This  follows  an  attack  earlier  in  the  week  on  mon  sept  27 
when  a visit  was  paid  to  CS  McRossan 's  offices  in  Maple  Grove,  where 
we  slashed  conveyor  belts  and  damaged  machinery.  We  see  highway  55  as 
symbolic  of  the  larger  system  that  is  strangling  us  of  our  air  and 
water.  The  NAFTA  superhighway  and  the  roads  into  the  forests  are  all 
a symptom  of  the  sick  capitalist  system  that  puts  profits  before 
people  or  ecosystems.  As  long  as  the  trees  continue  to  fall,  so  will 
the  profits  made  of  this  project.  This  is  just  the  beginning  of  a new 
level  of  battling  against  highway  55  and  car  culture.  We  urge  the 
elves  of  MN  and  the  world  to  unite  against  the  profit  hauling 
infrastructures  around  the  globe.  Target  machines,  offices  , and 
equipment  used  to  build  roads.  We  are  everywhere  and  we  are  watching. 

We  will  be  back, 
live  simply 


"RE : Help  for  November  3rd/Freedom  Month"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  19:50:12  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Help  for  Nov  3rd-Freedom  Month 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  a letter  written  to  everyone  who  signed  up  for  the  possible 
reenactment  of  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre  during  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom 
Month  in  DC.  We  have  decided  to  have  an  Honoring  of  Native  Lives  on 
November  3rd  instead  of  a commemoration.  We  still  need  more  participants. 
Please  read  this  letter  and  let  us  know  if  you  can  be  in  DC  on  the  3rd  to 
help.  Thanks! 

LPDC 

October  6,  1999 
Dear  Friends, 

We  are  quickly  approaching  the  November  1999  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month 
campaign  in  Washington  DC.  So  far  we  are  very  pleased  with  the  response  and 
support  that  has  been  coming  in  nationwide.  Enclosed  is  the  preliminary 
calendar  for  the  month. 

You  will  see  that  Honoring  Native  Lives  is  scheduled  on  November  3rd.  We 
need  everyone  who  signed  up  for  the  reenactment  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Massacre 
to  be  in  Washington  DC  on  the  3rd  if  at  all  possible.  The  LPDC  and  our 
advisory  council  have  been  trying  to  come  up  with  a way  that  we  could 
publicize  the  many,  many,  unjustified  losses  of  Native  lives  while  being 
very  careful  to  respect  and  honor  the  families  and  friends  of  those  who 
died.  Here  is  what  we  came  up  with.  We  have  invited  descendants  of  the 
people  killed  during  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre.  Wounded  Knee  II  veterans, 
and  survivors  of  the  reign  of  terror  to  partake  in  a ceremony  and  to  speak 
in  honor  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  for  their  people.  This  will  be 
followed  by  a short  play  of  Wounded  Knee  II,  which  will  be  performed  in  the 
square.  Now,  here  is  where  you  come  in.  . .we  need  64  people  to  hold  signs 
that  each  have  a picture  and  the  name  of  reign  of  terror  victims.  We  will 
hold  an  hour  of  silence  for  the  victims  while  everyone  stands  holding  the 
signs.  If  possible,  we  will  then  form  into  a procession  and  add  the  names, 
one  by  one,  onto  a model  memorial  wall.  Through  out  the  rest  of  the  month 
others  will  add  names  of  their  loved  ones  to  the  wall  as  well.  We  have 
decided  not  to  organize  Civil  Disobedience  during  this  day. 

Please  make  every  effort  to  come  early  for  the  November  1st  opening  because 

this  is  the  day  we  will  need  the  strongest  show  of  support.  All 

participants  of  the  November  3rd  event  can  stay  in  a nearby  church,  which 

will  be  available  from  the  31st  until  the  3rd.  We  should  meet  the  evening 
before  hand  to  go  over  the  November  3rd  program.  Please  confirm  your 
attendance  by  returning  the  bottom  of  this  letter.  We  still  need  more 
people  for  the  November  3rd  activities.  You  can  copy  this  letter  and 
encourage  others  to  come  and  participate.  Please  respond  as  soon  as 
possible.  Thank  you  again  and  we  will  see  you  soon! 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Name Phone  # 

Yes,  I will  be  in  DC  for  November  3rd 

Yes,  I can  meet  on  November  2nd  to  go  over  the  program 

Yes,  I will  need  a place  to  sleep 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 


Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 
http : //members . xoom. com/f reepeltier/index. html 

"RE : Phone  Banking  Instructions  for  November  Campaign"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Oct  1999  12:18:33  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Phone  banking  instructions  for  November  Campaign 
Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  are  the  instructions  for  the  telephone  campaign  for  this  November.  It 
is  written  for  the  people  who  signed  up  to  do  phone  banking  however,  even  if 
you  did  not  sign  up  please  participate  in  this  important  effort  anyway.  If 
you  are  unable  to  organize  a phone  bank,  but  can  do  individual  calling  on 
your  own,  please  do  so--just  follow  the  schedule  as  set  forth  below.  Thank 
you . 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  CAMPAIGN  FOR  NOVEMBER  99  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH 
Dear  Friends: 

We  are  quickly  approaching  our  November  1999  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom 
campaign  in  Washington  DC.  So  far  we  are  very  pleased  with  the  response  and 
support  that  has  been  coming  in  nationwide.  The  national  telephone  drive  is 
going  to  play  a very  important  role  in  these  efforts. 

Throughout  the  years,  many  of  us  have  become  disillusioned  with  making 
phone  calls  and  writing  letters.  Many  people  think  that  this  is  a wasted 
effort,  without  any  real  impact.  However,  recent  experiences  have  proved  to 
the  contrary.  If  we  all  act  in  a unified  and  organized  way,  these  calls  in 
fact  are  in  fact  a very  powerful  grassroots  organizing  tool.  For  example, 
if  a few  people  call  the  White  House  comments  line  on  a given  day  with 
diverse  messages,  there  probably  will  not  be  much  impact.  However,  if 
thirty  people  call  on  the  same  day  with  the  same  message,  a note  goes  to 
President  Clinton  that  the  matter  is  of  public  interest.  If  we  can  get  100 
calls  going  each  day  with  the  same  messages,  people  really  sit  up  and  pay 
attention.  After  all,  elected  officials  do  need  the  vote  of  the  people.  We 
just  need  to  remind  them  that  we  are  here,  and  that  there  are  many  of  us. 

We  need  people  to  organize  local  groups  of  about  twenty  people  to  call  the 
White  House  comments  line  (and  if  people  are  willing,  other  numbers,  as 
discussed  below),  once  a week  from  November  1 through  Thanksgiving.  Try  to 
get  five  friends  together  who  are  serious  about  helping  you.  They  in  turn 
are  responsible  for  finding  four  friends  to  make  the  calls.  Make  sure 
everyone  gets  a copy  of  the  basic  fact  summary  about  Leonard's  case.  No  one 
needs  to  know  the  details  inside  out,  but  people  are  more  confident  if  they 
know  a bit  about  the  story,  and  it  is  a good  way  to  do  public  education  as 
well.  Make  sure  they  also  receive  these  instructions,  about  who  to  call, 
and  the  most  important  points  to  mention. 

We  have  found  that  it  helps  to  give  everyone  a reminder  call  the  day 
before,  and  to  tell  them  about  anything  new  in  the  case,  or  about  any 
changes  or  updates  in  how  things  are  going.  We  will  be  sending  e-mails  and 
faxes  to  all  the  coordinators  about  new  developments,  how  the  hunger 
strikers  are  doing,  what  officials  are  saying,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  also 
IMMENSELY  helpful  to  us  all  if  your  group  can  call  you  back  and  tell  you  how 
things  went.  What  did  the  people  at  the  White  House  comment  line  say,  and 
how  did  they  react?  This  helps  us  gage  how  much  they  are  feeling  the 
pressure.  (In  the  beginning  they  will  just  sound  bored  or  formal  but  later 
some  of  them  begin  to  chat  with  the  callers.)  More  importantly,  every  so 
often,  a receptionist  will  talk  a little  about  the  case  and  even  ask 
questions.  This  helps  us  find  out  what  the  other  side  is  saying.  So  please 


e-mail  us  and  give  us  feedback. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  part  is  helping  everyone  in  the  group  understand 
how  important  their  calls  are.  Not  only  do  they  have  great  political  impact 
when  tightly  coordinated  in  this  way,  they  also  give  huge  support  to  the 
Freedom  Fasters  in  Lafayette  Park,  and  of  course  to  Leonard  himself.  We  are 
all  part  of  one  team. 

1.  WHEN  DO  WE  CALL? 

We  must,  of  course,  organize  our  calls  in  a reasonable  way.  If  1,000  calls 
come  in  on  Monday,  and  none  of  the  rest  of  the  week,  it  won't  have  the  same 
consistency  and  impact.  The  schedule  can  of  course  be  flexible,  but  we 
should  try  to  keep  things  on  a fairly  even  course.  To  make  things  easy,  we 
have  divided  the  caller  groups  up  by  region.  As  new  people  offer  to  do  a 
calling  session,  they  can  simply  start  in  on  the  day  assigned  to  their 
region.  If  the  day  assigned  to  your  area  is  impossible  for  you,  go  ahead 
and  choose  a different  one.  Let  us  know  if  you  can.  Once  again,  it  is  very 
helpful  if  each  group  coordinator  can  give  their  members  a reminder  call  or 
e-mail  the  day  before  their  calls. 

MONDAY  CALLS:  Northeast  Region  (North  of  Philadelphia) 

TUESDAY  CALLS:  Southeast  Region  (Philadelphia  and  south) 

WEDNESDAY  CALLS:  Central  Region 
THURSDAY  CALLS:  Northwest  Region 
FRIDAY  CALLS:  Southwest  Region 

2.  WHO  DO  WE  CALL? 

The  most  important  call  is  to  the  White  House  comments  line,  202-456-1111. 
This  should  be  the  first  call  made.  If  people  have  time  and  are  willing  to 
make  a second  call,  we  very  much  need  tons  and  tons  of  calls  going  into 
Congress  as  well.  Please  call  you  U.S.  Senators  and  Representatives.  You 
can  call  their  local  offices  close  to  you,  or  you  can  call  the  Washington  DC 
offices.  The  switchboard  number  for  all  Congressional  offices  is 
202-224-3121.  There  may  be  times  when  we  need  a particular  office  or 
official  to  receive  calls,  either  to  thank  them  for  their  help,  or  to  press 
them.  We  will  be  sending  information  like  this  out  to  all  group 
coordinators . 

3.  WHAT  SHOULD  WE  SAY? 

It  is  important  to  keep  the  message  short  and  simple  and  just  take  a few 
basic  points.  The  receptionist  at  the  White  House  will  usually  sound  bored, 
formal  and  disinterested  although  this  may  start  changing  as  the  calls  pour 
in.  You  may  also  get  a voice  mail.  This  is  all  just  fine.  Their  personal 
reaction  in  the  comments  office  does  not  matter.  What  matters  is  that  they 
have  to  keep  track  of  how  many  calls  are  coming  in,  and  they  have  to  send  a 
message  upstairs  every  night  that  there  is  a matter  of  serious  public 
interest  specifically,  Leonard's  case. 

Each  person  should  take  a look  at  the  fact  sheet  if  they  have  time.  But  it 
is  not  at  all  necessary  to  know  all  the  details.  It  is  just  important  to 
call  with  the  same  message.  The  key  points  to  make  are  these: 

a.  We  are  calling  to  demand  that  Leonard  Peltier  be  freed  immediately.  He 
has  been  imprisoned  for  23  years  for  a crime  everyone  knows  he  did  not 
commit,  and  he  is  now  55  years  of  age,  and  in  deteriorating  health.  He  is 
overdue  for  parole.  WE  WANT  HIM  RELEASED  AT  ONCE.  (Note:  We  know  Clinton 
is  a big  chicken  about  clemency,  even  more  so  after  the  backlash  about  the 
Puerto  Rican  case.  But  insist  on  clemency  anyway.  If  we  push  hard  enough, 
he  will  rush  to  the  parole  board  to  give  Leonard  parole  to  get  him  and  Gore 
off  the  hook  during  an  election  year). 

b.  The  FBI  carried  out  many  abuses  against  minority  leaders  throughout  the 
1960's  and  the  1970's  right  through  Waco.  Leonard  Peltier  is  one  of  the 
victims  of  FBI  misconduct  and  abuse  of  power.  The  FBI  agents  forced  a 
witness  to  sign  a false  affidavit  and  concealed  important  ballistic 
information  from  the  defense  at  trial  that  would  have  showed  Peltier  was 
innocent.  Even  the  prosecutor  has  admitted  they  do  not  know  who  killed 
their  agents. 


c.  This  case  is  not  about  being  soft  on  crime  or  terrorism.  It  is  about 
being  tough  on  corruption  and  obstruction  of  justice. 


d.  We  want  to  know  what  both  Mr.  Gore  and  Mr.  Clinton  plan  to  do  about  this. 
Time  is  running  out  for  Leonard  Peltier.  Again,  the  person  will  just  note 
your  comments  and  probably  not  say  much.  That  is  just  fine.  If  you  can, 
please  call  your  group  coordinator  back  and  let  him  or  her  know  how  the  call 
went  and  what  was  said,  if  anything.  The  feedback  is  really  helpful. 

CALLS  TO  CONGRESS: 

If  you  call  your  congressperson,  the  message  should  be  similar,  depending  on 
whom  you  are  speaking  with.  You  can  ask  them  to  push  for  clemency  for 
Leonard.,  or  to  look  into  the  Parole  Board's  unfair  denial  of  parole.  (The 
prosecutor  had  already  admitted  in  open  court  that  no  one  knew  who  had 
committed  the  murders,  but  Leonard  was  denied  parole  on  the  grounds  that  he 
was  a "cold  blooded  killer"  obviously  a contradiction.)  Congress  has  the 
power  to  oversee  the  conduct  of  all  U.S.  agencies,  including  the  parole 
board.  They  can  also  press  Clinton  and  Gore  for  clemency. 

Some  of  these  people  may  already  be  helping  us.  If  so,  thank  them.  If  not 
offer  to  send  them  the  six  page  fact  summary  for  their  information  and  tell 
them  this  is  a very  serious  and  urgent  matter. 

CALLS  TO  PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATES: 

If  any  of  the  presidential  candidates  have  an  election  office  near  you  give 
them  a call  and  tell  them  about  the  case  and  ask  them  what  they  plan  to  do 
about  this.  Let's  make  Leonard  an  election  issue. 

IMPORTANT:  ALL  OF  US  WERE  HAPPY  ABOUT  THE  FREEDOM  GRANTED  TO  THE  PUERTO 

RICAN  LEADERS  BUT  MANY  OFFICIALS  ARE  AFRAID  OF  THE  BACKLASH.  REMIND  THEM 
THAT  LEONARD'S  CASE  IS  A WACO  KIND  OF  CASE  AND  SIMILAR  TO  THE  UNIUST 
IMPRISONMENT  OF  GERONIMO  II  1AGA  PRATT  (THEY  MAY  KNOW  HIM  AS  GERONIMO  PRATT, 
RECENTLY  RELEASED  AFTER  27  YEARS  IN  PRISON  AS  A RESULT  OF  FBI  MANIPULATION 
OF  EVIDENCE).  THIS  IS  ABOUT  FBI  MISCONDUCT  AND  FALSIFICATION  OF  EVIDENCE. 
THIS  IS  ABOUT  REPRESSION  AGAINST  MINORITY  LEADERS.  THIS  IS  ABOUT  VERY 
SERIOUS  HUMAN  RIGHT  VIOLATIONS 

GOOD  LUCK  TO  EVERYONE.  WE  WILL  KEEP  IN  TOUCH.  LET'S  MAKE  NOVEMBER  REALLY 
COUNT. 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 
http : //members . xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Peltier  Freedom  Month  Calendar"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Oct  1999  12:03:04  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Nov  99-Peltier  Freedom  Month  Calendar 

November  1999  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  in  Washington  DC- -Calendar 
Saturday,  October  30 

Freedom  Run  begins  (9:00am)  in  Philadelphia  at  the  Liberty  Bell 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Monday,  November  1 

OPENING--Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month:  Survivors  of  the  reign  of  terror. 


members  of  the  Peltier  family.  Congressional  reps,  cultural  activities,  and 
more  TBA 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Wednesday,  November  3 

Public  honoring  of  Native  Lives.  A symbolic  and  spiritual  honoring  for 
those  who  gave  their  lives  during  Wounded  Knee  I,  Wounded  Knee  II,  and  the 
reign  of  terror  on  Pine  Ridge--Descendants  from  Wounded  Knee  I,  Veterans 
from  Wounded  Knee  II,  and  survivors  of  the  Reign  of  Terror,  including 
Rosaline  lumping  Bull  will  speak. 

Saturday,  November  6 

Solidarity  with  the  peoples  of  Guatemala.  Day  of  the  Dead  ceremonies  in 
honor  of  all  Indigenous  Peoples  killed  since  the  arrival  of  Columbus. 

Sunday,  November  7 

Solidarity  with  the  peoples  of  Mexico.  Day  of  the  Dead 

ceremonies  in  honor  of  all  Indigenous  Peoples  killed  since  the  arrival  of 
Columbus . 

Monday,  November  8,  1999 

Big  Mountain  Solidarity 

Roberta  Blackgoat  and  grandchildren 

Tuesday,  November  9,  1999 

Youth  For  Justice- -Hip-Hop,  punk,  and  speakers- -Performers-Natay,  Blackfire, 
Shadow  Wise  and  more  TBA--speakers--OJ  from  the  Gustafsen  Lake  stand  off  and 
more  TBA 

Wednesday,  November  10,  1999 

Honoring  for  Ingrid  Washinawatok,  Laheenae  Gay,  and  Terence  Freitas 

Thursday,  November  11,  1999 
Veterans  for  Justice 

Sponsored  by  Veterans  for  Peace--speakers,  reading  by  James  Rayle  and  more 
TBA 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Saturday,  November  13 
Unity  Day 

Free  all  political  prisoners,  stop  racism,  stop  police  brutality,  respect 
the  earth,  dignity  and  respect  for  all  life — Come  listen  to  speakers  from 
different  organizations  and  movements  who  are  coming  together  to  help  gain 
freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Sunday,  November  14 

Reading  from  Leonard  Peltier's  new  book.  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance- -Suzanne 
Harjo,  Harvey  Arden,  and  more  TBA 

Monday,  November  15 
Indigenous  Voices 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Bear  Lincoln,  Billy  Tayac,  Suzanne  Harjo  and  many  more 
(TBA)  will  come  to  talk  about  the  history  and  current  issues  facing  Native 
Peoples 

Wednesday,  November  17 
Victims  of  FBI  abuses 

Come  here  testimony  from  people  from  all  walks  of  life  who  will  retell  their 
harrowing  experiences  with  FBI  abuses  and  misconduct- -Speakers  TBA 

Thursday,  November  18 
Still  No  Justice 

Thousands  of  petitions  and  letters  of  support  to  be  delivered  to  the  Clinton 
Administration 

Sunday,  November  21 
People  of  Faith  for  Justice 


Churches  show  support  for  Leonard  Peltier 


Tuesday,  November  23 
Women  for  Justice 

The  Indigenous  Women's  Network,  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  Colorado  Sisters, 
Jennifer  Harbury,  Jean  Day,  Pemina  Yellow  Bird,  and  more  (TBA)  come  to  speak 
and  show  support  for  Leonard  Peltier 

Wednesday,  November  24 

Gathering  of  the  Drums--Call  to  all  Indigenous  drum  groups 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thursday,  November  25 

CLOSING--Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month--Vigil  and  closing  prayer  ceremony 
5pm-8pm--come  thank  the  fasters  and  show  solidarity  during  the 
"Thanksgiving"  holiday.  (Meanwhile- -Plymouth  Rock--Day  of  Mourning 
sponsored  by  United  American  Indians  of  New  England.) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NOTE:  The  dates  listed  inside  of  the  asterisks  are  important  days  to  mobilize 
crowds.  If  you  are  able  to  come  to  DC  during  any  part  of  November,  please 
include  one  or  more  of  these  days  in  your  schedule  if  possible,  and  bring 
your  friends.  Every  day  of  November  will  include  a morning  prayer  ceremony 
lead  by  David  Chief,  drumming,  singing,  and  various  other  cultural 
activities.  Every  evening  a candlelight  vigil  will  be  held  unless  other 
activities  are  being  conducted  at  night.  All  activities  listed  will  be 
conducted  at  the  Ellipse  Park  (behind  the  White  House),  the  Lafayette  Park 
(In  front  of  the  White  House),  or  at  an  indoor  location  close  by.  We  will 
release  the  times,  speakers,  exact  locations  and  performers  as  plans 
develop  - contact  the  LPDC  for  any  questions  or  for  more  information. 

Alcohol  and  drugs  will  be  prohibited. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 
http : //members . xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 
"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  19:41:37  -0420 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Mackin,  Robert  W. 

#187735 
PO  Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 
Date  of  Birth:  6/6/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


McNiel,  Rickey  Dale 
#195-544 
4008  Cooper  St. 
Jackson,  MI  49201 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Malone,  Kenneth 
#510357 
Box  900  HU7 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Marsh,  Gregory  Paul 
CN-1653  D/B  28 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  7/29/71 

Mason,  Steve 
#658401 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Midkiff,  Lawson  Alfred 
2294  Slagle  Rd. 

Leesville,  LA  71446 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Oct  1999  23:17:28  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <dotchuck@epix. net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  122 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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Means,  Clifton 
#55868  N.C.F. 

PO  Box  546 

Norton,  KS  67654-0546 
Date  of  Birth:  12/1/70 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Mello,  William  D. 

E-46820 

C.S.P.  Sacramento 
A-5-226-L 

Represa,  Ca.  95671-0066 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot/Cantonese 

Miller,  Dwayne 
#202-560 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/31/64 


NEVER  SOARS  SO  HIGH  AGAIN. 


(By  a Convict  in  the  Illinois  State  Penitentiary.) 

I walked  through  the  woodland  meadow. 

Where  the  thrushes  sweetly  sing. 

And  I found  on  a bed  of  mosses 
A bird  with  a broken  wing; 

I healed  its  wound,  and  each  morning 
It  sang  its  old  sweet  strains; 

But  the  bird  with  the  broken  pinion 
Ne'er  soars  so  high  again. 

I found  a young  life  broken 
By  sin's  seductive  art. 

And,  touched  with  the  Christ-like  spirit, 

I took  him  to  my  heart; 

He  lived  with  a noble  purpose 
And  struggled  not  in  vain. 

But  the  life  that  sin  had  stricken 
Never  soared  so  high  again. 

But  the  bird  with  the  broken  pinion 
Kept  another  from  the  snare. 

And  the  life  that  sin  had  stricken 
Raised  another  from  despair 
Each  loss  has  its  compensation; 

There  is  healing  for  every  pain' 

But  the  bird  with  the  broken  pinion 
Never  soars  so  high  again. 


THE  PORTO  RICAN  CYCLONE. 

From  One  Who  was  in  it. 

While  particulars  of  the  terrible  storm  are  pretty  well  known 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  yet  accounts  of  personal  friends  who 
experienced  its  horrors  will  be  read  with  even  more  interest. 

Mrs.  Shaffner-Etnier  has  written  her  parents  a very  interesting 
description  which  we  were  privileged  to  see.  She  says  in  part: 

"I  can  hardly  believe  that  our  house  is  not  down.  It  is  the  only  one 
of  its  kind,  situated  as  it  is  on  a road  leading  from  the  mountain,  that 
is  safe,  but  we  have  not  a single  thing  damaged.  That  we  have  thus 
escaped  seems  more  like  a miracle  than  anything  else  I have  ever 
witnessed . 

The  only  warning  we  had  of  the  hurricane's  approach  was  a cable  from 
the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  that  a violent  storm  had  visited  them  and  that 
we  would  likely  get  it  during  the  night. 

The  evening  was  particularly  balmy,  cool  and  delightful. 

The  night  passed  quietly,  but  the  morning  brought  sings  of  rain. 

My  husband  was  about  ready  to  start  to  his  business  and  tarried  a 
moment  for  me  to  unpack  a bicycle  cap  that  he  wished  to  wear  in  order  to 
save  his  white  hat  from  the  threatening  rain. 

At  that  moment  the  wind  began  to  blow  and  some  rain  fell.  He  paused 
a little  longer,  and  finally  after  about  ten  minutes  remarked  that  he 
would  wait  till  the  storm  had  subsided  a bit. 

In  a half  hour  we  saw  that  something  more  than  ordinary  was  upon  us. 

This  was  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  violence  increased 
steadily  until  it  assumed  the  proportions  of  the  most  dreadful  storm  of 
rain  and  wind  I ever  saw. 

Roofs  blew  into  the  air,  and  small  houses  and  fences  went  over  as 
though  built  of  paper.  Trees  were  laid  flat.  Momentarily  we  feared 
that  our  house  would  be  unroofed  or  perhaps  demolished.  A huge  tree 
that  shaded  the  back  entrance  fell.  Three  feet  nearer,  and  it  would 
have  taken  the  corner  of  the  house,  and  had  the  wind  gotten  an  entrance, 
there  would  have  been  no  saving  it. 

Some  of  the  locks  were  wrenched  from  the  doors.  It  required  the 
combined  strength  of  two  men  (Mr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Etnier)  to  get  the 
doors  securely  closed  and  nailed,  preventing  the  power  of  the  air 


suction.  We  believe  that  this  one  precaution  saved  the  house. 

This  gale  lasted  about  five  hours  before  it  began  to  subside. 

Towards  evening  we  opened  the  doors  and  prepared  for  the  night, 
retiring  about  eight  o'clock. 

Then  began  the  rain-flood,  which  resulted  in  such  dreadful  loss  of 
life.  It  seemed  as  though  the  heavens  were  opened.  Water  came  down  in 
torrents  for  over  six  hours  accompanied  by  heavy  thunder  and  lightning. 

Toward  eleven  o'clock  there  was  a knock  at  our  door  and  we  admitted  a 
score  of  people  who  had  lost  their  abodes.  Our  floor  was  cov- 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  hottest  days  of  the  year  were  Sunday  and  Monday. 

A friend  in  Massachusetts  says  that  she  does  not  often  read  newspaper 
poetry  but  can  depend  upon  the  HELPER  poems  being  worth  reading. 

Susie  Baker  says  she  is  enjoying  a beautiful  home  and  many  pleasures 
at  Malvern.  She  and  Laura  Eagle  are  living  together,  and  they  think 
there  are  no  two  girls  as  happy  as  they  are,  and  they  will  be  very  sorry 
to  leave  Miss  Bishop. 

TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 

Mr.  Clarence  Butler,  '98  who  is  now  at  the  Rosebud  Agency,  South 
Dakota,  has  been  spending  his  vacation  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  said 
that  when  he  returned  to  Rosebud,  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  hunt  up 
his  INDIAN  HELPERS  so  as  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  Carlisle 
news,  and  then  "I  went  on  about  my  business." 

Miss  Carrie  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  who  it  will  be  remembered 
visited  Mrs.  Babb,  when  the  latter  was  matron  of  the  dining  hall  about 
four  years  ago,  reports  that  Mrs.  Babb  moved  to  Neodosha,  Kansas,  where 
she  had  a son  living,  and  last  year,  about  this  time  she  died  very 
suddenly.  There  are  a number  who  remember  the  deceased,  to  whom  this 
news  will  be  received  with  sadness. 

Keep  watch  of  the  number  on  your  address.  The  first  two  figures  tell 
the  Volume  and  the  last  one  or  two  the  number  of  the  paper  to  which  you 
have  paid.  In  this  way  you  can  keep  track  of  your  subscription  and  pay 
up  when  nearly  out  so  as  not  to  lose  any  of  the  papers.  This  is  Volume 
XIV,  Number  44.  If  your  number  on  address  is  1523  it  shows  that  you  are 
paid  to  Volume  15,  number  23,  etc.  The  Volume  and  Number  of  each  issue 
is  always  printed  on  the  first  page. 

Is  not  the  Band  a wonderful  and  continual  object  lesson  as  well  as  an 


inspiration  to  those  who  are  easily  discouraged  and  think  they  cannot 
accomplish  much  in  life?  There  are  Indian  boys  in  the  Band  from  the 
most  uncivilized  tribes  in  the  United  States.  Some,  with  darkest  skins 
and  darkest  eyes,  are  playing  difficult  and  intricate  instruments  they 
never  saw  a year  ago.  A few  have  been  practicing  longer,  having 
received  able  instruction  in  other  Indian  schools  before  they  came  to 
Carlisle,  but  it  cannot  have  been  many  years  since  even  they  saw  their 
first  horn,  or  reed  instrument,  for  most  all  in  our  Band  are  young  men, 
mere  boys,  and  not  up  to  the  average  in  book-learning,  but  they  are  good 
and  obedient  boys  and  most  loyal  to  their  director,  Dennison  Wheelock, 
who  has  their  affectionate  respect,  controlling  with  nothing  more  than  a 
word  or  slight  sign,  in  never  an  angry  or  impatient  tone.  The  beautiful 
music  composed  by  the  best  artists,  (none  too  difficult  for  them  to 
undertake)  - harmonious  and  classic  strains,  such  as  was  listened  to 
last  Saturday  evening,  in  town,  on  the  public  square,  arouse  amazement 
and  finest  appreciation  from  the  best  musicians,  are  we  not  filled  with 
courage  and  the  SPIRIT  to  want  to  do  more  than  we  are  doing,  in  wider 
and  more  difficult  fields?  The  Band  boys  WORK  over  their  notes.  They 
work  persistently  and  doggedly.  They  work  when  obliged  to  and  when  not 
obliged  to,  and  these  half-educated  children  of  the  forest  and  plain 
succeed  in  commanding  the  admiration  of  listening  multitudes.  These 
boys  work  at  trades,  too,  and  in  term  time  work  at  their  studies.  WORK 
is  the  secret  of  all  - work  and  intense  interest,  and  the  lesson  of  WORK 
AND  INTENSE  INTEREST  is  the  one  for  each  and  all  of  us  to  take  home  to 
ourselves . 

Mr.  lames  Wheelock  returned  on  Saturday  from  his  home  in  Oneida 
Wisconsin  bringing  with  him  five  boys,  one  being  Phineas  Wheelock  who 
has  been  here  before.  Mr.  lames  reports  that  the  Oneidas  are  raising 
fair  crops,  this  year,  notwithstanding  the  wet  season  at  the  beginning 
and  the  dry  weather  later.  Wheat  is  the  best  crop.  He  rode  pretty  well 
over  the  reservation  and  found  a large  number  of  returned  students  down 
to  business,  which  was  very  gratifying.  There  are  some  who  are  doing 
better  than  others,  but  none  are  doing  badly  that  he  heard  of.  Mr. 
Charles  Wheelock,  brother  to  lames  and  Dennison,  is  running  four  farms 
this  year  and  raising  rousing  crops. 

Lillie  Ferris  does  not  want  us  to  leave  out  Lansdowne  in  our  account 
of  pleasant  country  homes.  If  those  who  say  they  have  pleasant  homes 
elsewhere  "knew  how  we  girls  are  getting  along  here  they  would  not  have 
much  to  say.  It  is  beautiful  and  the  air  is  so  pure  I sometimes  feel  as 
though  I was  home  up  among  the  mountains  of  California.  I have  a lovely 
home.  I can  ask  for  no  more." 

Miss  Peter  writes  that  she  had  a grand  time  at  Niagara  Falls  on  her 
way  to  Chicago.  Mr.  And  Mrs.  Ely  of  the  Electric  Light  plant  there  were 
able  to  show  her  many  things  she  would  have  missed  had  she  depended  upon 
herself. 

Mr.  Frank  Cayou,  '96,  now  of  Dickinson  College,  is  back,  having  spent 
a very  busy  summer  in  Boston. 
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"How  dry  I am!"  cries  the  grass. 

The  cool  wave  was  a welcomed  visitor. 

Dr.  Eastman  has  returned  from  Washington. 

Miss  Nellie  Robertson  has  returned  from  the  seashore. 

The  flag-rope  was  broken  by  the  storm  on  Monday  afternoon. 

Only  nine  more  days  and  the  line  will  be  marching  to  school. 

The  flower-beds  all  around  keep  beautiful,  in  spite  of  the  dry 
weather. 

Miss  Noble  is  at  her  post  of  duty  again  looking  much  better  for  her 
outing. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  have  returned  from  her  visitations  among  the  girls  in 
country  homes. 

The  Frozen  idea  boy  might  profitably  place  a drop  of  oil  on  his 
unicycle  - or  wheelbarrow. 

Miss  Minnie  Finley,  '99,  has  a position  at  the  Great  Nemaha  Agency 
and  left  yesterday  for  Kansas. 


Ernest  Robitaille,  of  Haskell  Institute,  arrived  yesterday  morning 
and  will  enter  the  band  as  Flute  soloist. 

Miss  Luckenbach  arrived  on  Monday  evening,  her  vacation  days  having 
been  spent  among  friends  and  relatives  in  the  state. 

Disciplinarian  Mr.  Thompson,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  arrived  Saturday  from 
Chautauqua,  where  the  former  has  been  attending  Summer  School. 

The  old  and  worn  out  carpets  in  the  three  offices  occupied  by  Major 
Pratt,  Mr.  Standing  and  Miss  Luckenbach  have  been  replace  with  new  ones. 

Miss  Carter  leaves  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.  Today,  her  vacation  having 
ended,  and  will  go  to  St.  Regis,  New  York  on  business  connected  with  the 
school . 

It  rained  apples  at  the  lower  farm  on  Monday  during  the  heavy  wind 
storm.  Mr.  Harlan  brought  14  bushels  of  eating  apples  for  the  students 
on  Tuesday. 

Miss  Marlon  Seabrook,  of  Gettysburg,  niece  of  Dr.  Alice  Seabrook,  of 
Philadelphia,  with  Miss  Clara  Anthony  of  College  Street  visited  the 
printing  office  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  D.B.  Ralston  has  written  several  poems  among  others  - "When  Dewey 
Comes  Home,"  which  has  been  set  to  music.  The  piece  has  a ring  and  a 
snap  to  it  that  will  make  it  popular. 

The  last  message  from  Major  Pratt  was  dated  Harlam,  Montana,  24th, 
and  he  was  on  his  way  East,  with  probably  no  other  stops.  He  is 
expected  here  in  three  or  four  days.  Dr.  Gates  is  with  them  and  all  are 
enjoying  the  scenery  along  the  Great  Northern  R.R. 

"Gin-gin"  Eastman  was  quite  sick  for  a day  or  two,  but  her  friends 
rejoice  to  see  her  bright  little  face  as  smiling  as  ever.  O-hi-ye-sa, 
the  baby  boy,  is  as  happy  as  happy  when  on  the  ground,  down  among  the 
girls;  and  yet  not  so  happy  as  he  may  be  later  in  life  at  the  same 
occupation.  We  are  allowed  now,  however,  to  say  that  he  is  sweet  and 
interesting.  Dora  is  a girl  of  seven,  and  makes  herself  quite  at  home 
among  her  little  Indian  sisters,  and  curly  haired  Irene  is  always 
manifest  with  her  pointed  questions  and  baby-like  logic. 

The  band  is  going  to  play  in  the  park  at  Harrisburg,  today.  They  will  be 
greatly  honored  in  having  the  world  renowned  cornetist,  William  Paris 
Chambers  to  assist. 

Miss  Wood,  teacher  of  the  Duniors  arrived  yesterday  morning,  early 
train  having  had  a pleasant  vacation  at  her  home  in  Trenton,  New  York, 
and  at  the  Martha's  Vineyard  Summer  School. 

Kitty  Silverheels  has  gone  home  to  New  York  State  for  a fortnight. 

She  has  been  here  seven  years  without  going  home,  and  graduates  this 
year.  Miss  Kitty  is  one  of  our  faithful  printer  girls. 

Everybody  was  glad  to  see  Seichu  with  Mrs.  Cook.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  former  graduated  with  the  last  class  here  and  went 
home  to  New  Mexico  for  a visit.  She  contemplates  taking  a course  in 
nursing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  came  from  Steelton  Saturday,  Mr.  Pratt  to 
serve  as  pall-bearer  at  the  funeral  of  his  friend.  Prof.  George  Hench, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  who  met  with  an  accident  on  his  bicycle  in  New  England 
last  week,  which  caused  his  death,  and  whose  remains  were  brought  to 
Carlisle  for  interment. 

Miss  Campbell's  little  canary  "Twitter"  was  buried  on  Monday 
afternoon,  Shelah  Guthrie  being  master  of  ceremonies.  There  was  a 
tombstone  of  pasteboard  covered  with  white  paper,  and  on  it  a suitable 
inscription.  The  little  girls  and  all  who  knew  the  bird  will  miss  its 
happy  little  twitter  very  much. 

Mrs.  Cook  and  son  Hobart  and  seven  Indian  pupils  from  California  and 
New  Mexico  arrived  early  Monday  morning.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  Master  Hobart  to  go  to  school  near  Philadelphia,  instead  of 
remaining  at  the  academy  he  attended  in  California,  the  President  of  the 
latter  having  died  the  past  year. 

One  of  the  happiest  scenes  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  often  witnesses 
is  Mr.  George  Foulke's  blind  friend,  Mr.  John  Fisher,  of  Carlisle, 
sitting  under  the  tree  in  the  back  yard  holding  baby  Nana  Foulke.  The 
blind  man's  colored  face  is  always  radiant  with  joy  as  he  caresses  the 
dark-skinned  babe,  or  sings  her  to  sleep. 


Spruce  up!  The  Major  is  coming!  Affairs  could  not  have  gone  more 
regularly  and  with  less  friction  had  he  been  at  Carlisle  all  summer,  so 
perfectly  has  Assistant-Superintendent  A.D.  Standing,  the  Major's  ways 
and  plans  in  hand,  and  so  anxious  are  all  to  do  as  the  Major  wishes. 

Program  for  tomorrow,  Saturday,  evening's  Band  Concert:  1.  Overture, 
Semiramide  - Rossini;  2.  Waltz,  the  Skaters  - Waldteufel;  3.  (a) 
Dragoon's  Call  - Eilenberg;  (b)  The  Palms,  (By  request)  - Faure,  4.  A 
Day  in  France  - Roesche;  5.  Clarinet  Sol,  Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp  - 
Rollinson;  6.  Selection,  La  Traviata  - Verdi;  7.  In  the  Clock  Store  - 
Orth;  8.  Patriotic  Selection. 

The  dust  storm  on  Monday  afternoon  was  terrific  and  looked  for  a time 
as  though  we  were  going  to  have  a tornado.  Roofs  and  trees  had  about 
all  the  strain  that  they  could  endure,  but  only  the  weaker  limbs  of 
trees  gave  way;  the  grounds,  however,  were  pretty  well  littered  up  when 
the  clouds  had  passed. 
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ered  with  men,  women  and  children  thoroughly  wet  and  prostrate. 

In  the  morning  there  was  a ghastly  sight. 

Water  had  been  three  and  a half  feet  deep  in  the  houses  all  around 
us.  Dead  animals  had  floated  down  the  road. 

The  home  of  our  physician  was  a house  once  selected  for  us.  It  was 
swept  from  its  foundation,  and  the  Doctor  was  carried  by  the  whirlpool 
about  four  blocks. 

He  was  beginning  to  lose  consciousness  when  a young  man  hanging  on  a 
telegraph  pole  caught  him.  His  household  goods  are  almost  totally 
wrecked  and  fifteen  bodies  were  taken  from  under  the  floor.  He  had 
fixed  up  handsomely  expecting  to  sail  for  America  tomorrow  to  bring  his 
bride. 

I saw  many  of  the  dead  before  removal. 

Aside  from  the  suffering,  this  visitation  may  prove  to  be  to  Ponce 
what  the  fire  was  to  Chicago.  Certainly  the  city  needed  clearing  out. 

There  were  thousands  of  old  shacks  and  rookeries  not  fit  to  stand. 

This  will  compel  reconstruction,  and  the  last  state  of  Ponce  is  bound  to 
be  even  better  than  the  first. 

We  are  not  disheartened  nor  sorry  that  we  are  here.  Such  a 
catastrophe  has  not  been  known  here  before,  and  may  never  occur  again. 

The  same  thing  is  occurring  at  unexpected  places  in  our  homeland 
continually. 

Not  even  a hair  of  our  heads  has  fallen,  and  we  are  as  much  in  love 
with  our  dear  Island  home  as  ever. 

The  Government  has  turned  all  its  men  and  mules  (about  400  men)  in, 
to  work  this  morning.  A little  such  Yankee  push  will  soon  clear  things 
away . 

PONCE,  P.R.,  Aug.  9th. 


FROM  NEAR  THE  SCENE  OF  THE  TRAGEDY. 


The  following  extracts  from  a recent  communication  from  Edwin  F. 
Bacon,  Ph.  B,  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Oneonta,  N.Y.  speak  for 
themselves : 

To  the  INDIAN  HELPER: 

I have  just  been  reading  the  very  sad  account  of  the  crime  and  the 
tragic  death  of  Eugene  Tahkapeur  as  given  in  the  last  number  of  the 
HELPER. 

I am  sorry  to  learn  from  it  that  some  people  are  disposed  to  put  the 
blame  for  this  one  wicked  act  upon  the  whole  Indian  race.  I do  not 
think  that  many  will  be  so  unjust,  and  I am  sure  that  it  is  not  so  here 
in  Amherst,  near  which  place  the  terrible  deed  was  done. 

I was  here  at  the  time,  and  have  heard  a great  deal  about  it  since, 
and  I have  not  found  the  uncharitable  spirit  that  has  been  expressed  in 
some  other  places. 

When  one  white  man  goes  wrong  it  is  he  alone,  not  the  whole  white 
race,  that  has  to  bear  the  blame,  and  so  the  good  people  of  Amherst  are 
disposed  to  treat  the  Indian. 


I am  told  that  the  farmers  who  employ  the  other  Indians  about  here 
are  not  willing  to  have  them  sent  away  on  account  of  what  has  happened, 
and  there  is  no  feeling  in  this  community  that  would  make  it  all 
necessary  to  send  them  away. 

If  anybody  had  a right  to  hate  the  Indian  now  it  would  be  the  family 
that  was  made  the  victim  of  the  horrible  deed,  but  even  here  there  is 
Christian  charity,  and  the  previous  good  character  of  poor  Eugene  is  not 
forgotten . 

It  happens  that  one  of  his  former  teachers  at  Carlisle  was  from 
Amherst  and  is  now  spending  the  summer  here. 

This  good  lady.  Miss  Emma  Cutter,  could  not  se  the  remains  of  her 
former  pupil  buried  in  the  Potters'  field  and  without  ceremony.  She 
gave  him  a Christian  burial,  and  she  remembers  the  good  features  of  this 
character  and  how  he  struggled  to  rise  above  every  savage  instinct  and 
to  be  a true  man. 

She  says  that  he  always  conducted  himself  like  a gentleman  and  was 
received  into  the  best  of  society. 

He  want  often  as  the  escort  of  the  one  who  became  at  last  his  victim, 
and  his  one  great  mistake  was  in  taking  too  seriously  what  was  only 
meant  in  friendship. 

Who  cannot  find  in  his  sad  story  room  for  pity  and  also  a warning 
against  those  wicked  impulses  that  me  arise  in  every  heart  and,  for  one 
moment,  overcome  the  good? 

On  one  previous  occasion  Eugene  manifested  the  highest  Christian 
spirit . 

He  had  some  trouble  with  a man  who  attacked  him  in  the  street  and 
cruelly  beat  him. 

As  he  arose  from  the  ground  he  commenced  to  fight  and  then  said  to 
himself: 

"No,  I am  a Christian,  and  I will  not  strike  this  man,  I will 
forgive. " 

Then  with  some  brave  words  that  showed  that  he  was  no  coward  he 
turned  and  walked  away. 

I know  that  the  American  people  will  never  charge  the  crime  of  one  man 
to  a white  race.  They  have  often  enough  been  unjust  to  the  Indian  in 
past  times. 

They  are  doing  better  now,  and  all  honor  to  every  Indian  who  proves 
himself  worthy  of  sympathy  and  of  justice. 

EDWIN  F.  BACON. 

AMHERST,  MASS. 

AUGUST  17,  1899. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  7 letters. 

My  3,  6,  1 is  what  hearty  people  generally  like  to  do. 

My  2,  5 is  a masculine  pronoun. 

My  4,  6,  7 is  something  that  either  a boy  or  girl  may  wear. 

My  whole  is  what  was  almost  unendurable  at  the  Carlisle  School  this 
week. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Homesick. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http : //www.epix. net /-land is . 

"RE : Monument  Valley-Dinetah"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Sep  1999  09:09:42  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Subj : monument  valley-dinetah 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


monument  valley 

In  the  sandstone  of  high  mesas 

in  monuments  of  stone 


rising  high  above  me 
touching  the  sky 
here  they  wait 

the  holy  people  of  days  gone  by 

yo,  it  is  my  homeland 

I stand  before  it 

yo,  I am  one  with  it 

red  sandstone 

glowing  pink  at  sunset 

standing  in  the  changing  light 

in  shadows  I find  myself 

watching  the  colors  dance 

slowly  on  the  rock  they  move 

mythic  figures,  gods  and  yeis 

each  shadow  changing  light  and  life 

is  it  so 

light 

shadows 

sunset 

here  I stand 
alone 

let  the  dawn  find  me 

oh,  sweet  early  morning  light 

touch  me  forever 

let  the  cold  flow  from  me 

help  me  stand 

in  the  noon  day  sun 

radiant,  alive  and  in  peace 

give  me  life 

yea,  I sing  of  it 

let  there  be  light  where  I walk 

let  there  be  light  where  I have  gone 

let  there  be  light  in  all  that  I do 

there  in  cool  of  evening 

blue  silent  shadows  extending 

this  is  where  I stand 

let  the  fingers  of  Dawn  reach  out  to  me 

yasho  it  is  good 

yasho  it  is  life 

yasho  I am  one  with  it  all 

I have  survived  mountain 

I have  survived  mesas 

I have  survived  all  that  is  on  earth 

yasho,  I live 

I am  one  with  it 

the  sky 

the  trees 

the  earth 

I have  survived 

I have  survived 

I live 

I live 


"RE : Poem:  Empty  Pot"  
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the  pot  sat 
hand  thrown 
blackened 
with  soot 


dry 

rock  hard  in  fact 
but  still  unfired 

i am  the  firekeeper 
said  one 

i am  the  wood  hauler 
said  another 
it  is  my  oven 
said  the  tall  one 
it  is  my  pot 
said  the  smaller  one 

the  pot  sat 

rain  came 
and  thunder 
more  sun 
and  dry 

the  pot  sat 

dog  wandered  by 
wagging  his  tail  at 
the  firekeeper 
the  wood  hauler 
the  tall  one 
and  the  smaller  one 

the  tail  wagged 
and  knocked  the  pot 
leaving  it  cracked 
upon  the  earth 

i am  only  the  dog 
he  said 

nokwisa  c.  1999 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  99  01:31:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  17-23 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

17 

The  land  trembles  --  Pele  is  awakening! 

18 

The  ocean  is  the  source  of  all  life. 

19 

We  bless  the  earth  ...  and  are  blessed  by  it. 

20 

If  you  would  see  all  the  world,  climb  to  the  mountain's  pinnacle. 

21 

The  solitude  of  the  wilderness  helps  me  find  myself. 

22 

Pele  builds  and  re-builds  the  land  until  she  is  satisfied 
with  her  creation. 

23 

Teach  me  the  magic  of  the  night. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  11  October  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

October  23 

8th  Annual  Razorback  Pow-wow 
Barnhill  Arena,  University  of  Arkansas 
Native  American  Student  Association 
Gourd  Dancing  @ 2pm, 

Grand  Entry  @6:30 

Adult  category  contests  only. 

Must  be  in  grand  entry  to  contest  and  in  regalia  to  receive  contest  money 
October  30 

AICS  7th  Annual  Fall  Inter-tribal  Gourd  Dance 
Norman,  OK 
(405)  552-3803 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  3r.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 13 

Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century  Conference 
Holiday  Inn  City  Center  in  Tucson,  AZ 
Kristy  Schmidt  (520)  621-7189 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 


November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 

National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
Apache  Vets  Day  Fair  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  13  - 14 
7th  Annual  Four  Winds  Pow-wow 
Killeen  Texas 

Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts  Food  Booths  and  $1.00  Admission 
Paula  Brock  (254)  699-3167 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Flail 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 


Date:  Sun,  03  Oct  1999  21:38:21  -0700 
From:  BAZERKLY  <Bazerkly@att . net> 


Subj : California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival  (Native  American) 

Newsgroups : alt .drugs .mushrooms , alt . art . storytelling, 
alt . native, soc . culture . native 

CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  STORYTELLING 
SYMPOSIUM  & FESTIVAL 
Nov.  6-7,  1999 
Ohlone  Community  College 
43600  Mission  Blvd. 

Fremont,  CA  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

Event  Information  and  Registration  form  (below) 

At  Ohlone  College  this  November  6-7th  experience  the  magic  of  Native 
California  Indian  storytelling,  find  timeless  creation,  laughter,  and  love, 
at  the  5th  annual  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival. 

Returning  to  Ohlone  College  for  a second  year,  the  California  Indian 
Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  will  welcome  Native  California  Indian 
storytellers  from  tribes  throughout  the  state.  Elders  and  other  cultural 
tradition  bearers,  representatives  from  the  rich  diversity  of  California 
tribal  traditions,  will  share  their  stories  and  songs  in  a celebration  of 
Native  life,  history  and  contemporary  experience  at  this  event  for  all 
people  --  Indian  and  non  Indian.  The  Master  of  Ceremonies  is  Lanny  Pinola 
(Pomo/Coast  Miwok) . The  featured  storytellers,  singers,  and  workshop 
presenters  from  San  Diego  to  Palm  Springs,  Santa  Barbara  to  Big  Sur,  Sonoma 
to  Eureka,  include:  L.  Frank  Manriquez  (Tongva),  Alvino  Siva  (Cahuilla)  and 
Georgiana  Sanchez  (Chumash),  Sue  Diaz  (Chumash)  and  Joseph  John  Moreno 
(Chumash),  Debra  Krol  (Salinan)  and  Mary  Bishop  (Salinan),  Alex  Ramirez 
(Rumsien/Ohlone) , Julia  Parker  (Porno),  Darryl  Babe  Wilson  (Iss/At'we)  Genny 
Seely  (Wiyot)  and  Vivien  Hailstone  (Yurok/Karok/Hupa) , George  Blake 
(Hupa/Yurok) , and  Tony  Sylvia  (Hupa). 

The  weekend  has  a full  offering  of  events,  all  open  to  the  public.  On 
Saturday,  November  6th  is  a Symposium,  with  workshops,  panel  discussions 
and  scholars  presentations.  Workshops  include  "Family  Stories  and 
Storytelling,"  "Working  with  Elders  and  Oral  History,"  "Researching  and 
Telling  Traditional  Stories,"  "Awali  Sitwala:  Preserving  and  Writing  CA 
Indian  Stories,"  and  "Children  and  CA  Indian  Stories  in  the  Curriculum." 

New  for  1999:  a Banquet  and  Saturday  Evening  Performance  and  celebration 
of  Native  music,  "California  Indian  Story  as  Song."  Native  songs  will  be 
shared  from  Bird  Singers  of  the  southern  California  desert,  Chumash  songs 
of  the  ocean,  Pomo/Coast  Miwok  of  northern  California  foothills  and  rugged 
coastline,  and  music  from  the  far  northern  Redwood  forests  of  Humboldt 
County.  Sunday,  November  7 is  an  entire  day  of  storytelling  performances 
by  our  featured  storytellers  with  two  new  programs  "Honored  Elders," 
storytellers  with  life  long  experience,  and  "Emerging  Voices,"  those  new  to 
the  public  arena.  Vendors  of  California  Indian  artists,  cultural 
organizations,  and  publishers  of  California  Indian  books  and  Native  food 
booths  will  be  present  both  days. 

The  symposium  and  festival  will  be  held  in  the  state-of-the-art  Smith 
Community  Theater  Center  (home  of  the  Fremont  Philharmonic  Orchestra).  The 
Saturday  symposium  and  workshops  are  recommended  for  adults  and  teens,  ages 
15  and  up.  The  Sunday  storytelling  concerts  are  recommended  for  adults  and 
children  ages  8 and  up.  The  suggested  donation  for  day  programs  is  $10  per 
day  for  adults  or  $20.00  for  both  days,  $5.00  per  day  for  elders  and 
children  ages  8-15  years.  The  Special  Event  fees  for  the  Banquet  and 
Performance  are  $20  for  adults,  $8  for  Elders/Students/Children.  Tickets 
for  just  the  Performance  (without  dinner)  are  $5.00. 

loin  us  for  an  incredible  weekend  of  events,  a time  for  joy  and  hope.  As 
one  1998  Festival  audience  member  commented,  "I  loved  feeling  hope  again 
for  our  planet  through  feeling  our  native  people  are  alive  and  well." 

The  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  is  made  possible 
thanks  to  a grant  from  the  California  Council  for  the  Humanities,  the 
sponsorship  of  Ohlone  Community  College,  the  Storytelling  Association  of 
Alta  California  (SAAC)  and  the  California  Indian  Storytelling  Association 
(CISA). 

For  information  call:  510-651-6414  or  510-794-7253, 

email:  cistory@cistory.org 


View  our  web  page  at:  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

To  REGISTER:  see  below 

To  present  a paper  at  the  symposium  on  Saturday,  Nov.  6th,  contact: 

Professor  George  Rodgers 

Ohlone  College 

Department  of  Anthropology 

43600  Mission  Blvd,  Fremont,  CA  94536 

phone:  510-659-6257,  email:  grodgers@ohlone . cc . ca . us 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  & Festival, 
November  6-7,  1999 

SUGGESTED  DONATION  FOR  PROGRAMS 

# tickets  $amount 

General x $10  = Symposium,  Sat.  Nov.  6 

General x $10  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Elder/Student x $5  = Symposium  Sat.  Nov.  6 

Elder/Student x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Child  (8-14yrs) x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

SPECIAL  EVENT  FEE:  SAT.  NOV  6 BANQUET/PERFORMANCE 
Banquet/Performance  (pre-registration  only) 

General x $20  = 

Elder/Student/Child  x = 


Performance  ONLY x $5  = 


FESTIVAL  SPONSOR* x $65  = 

♦Festival  sponsor  donation  includes:  1 general  ticket  for  Sat/Sun 
Programs 

and  Special  Event,  one  t-shirt  and  one  year  CISA  membership  per 

sponsorship 

purchased . 

Total  amount  enclosed  $ 

Yes!  I can  volunteer,  please  call/email  me 

at : 

Note:  If  you  need  an  accomodation  or  ASL  interpreter,  please  contact  us 
by  Oct  18,  1999. 

Name 

Address 

City /St at e/Zip 

Phone  

Email 

Send  and  make  check  or  money  order  payable  to 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival 

P.O.  Box  267,  Fremont,  CA  94537-0267 

Your  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  is  appreciated! 

Ticket  orders  received  after  Oct.  30  will  be  held  at  the  Registration  Table. 
No  refunds  after  Oct.  30,  1999. 

QUESTIONS?  call  510-794-7253  or  email:  cistory@cistory.org 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  01:14:17  -0400 
From:  "3im  and  Liz"  <okit@prodigy . net> 

Subj : Native  American  3ob  Fair  is  accepting  resumes 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


The  Oklahoma  Indian  Times  is  accepting  resumes  for  people  who  would  like  to 
submit  their  resumes  to  the  dozens  of  recruiters  who  will  be  in  attendance 
at  the  job  fair.  We  know  not  everybody  can  fly  to  Tulsa  on  November  8th,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  shouldn't  submit  a resume.  We  are  getting 
recruiters  from  all  across  the  U.S.  some  corporate,  some  tribal,  some  from 
federal,  state  and  local  governements . Business,  Health,  Service  will  all  be 
represented.  White  collar  as  well  as  Blue  collar.  We  even  have  some  unions 
interested  in  attending. 

Email  us  your  resumes  to  editor@okit.com  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
http : //www. o kit . com/ jobs/ applicants. htm 

There  is  no  fee  to  submit  your  resume  or  no  cost  to  attend. 

please  post  to  any  fellow  Native  people  you  think  would  be  interested. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  7 Oct  1999  09:53:23  EDT 

Subj : A promising  pow  wow... 

Dale  Mitchell 

563  Watson  Branch  Dr. 

Franklin,  TN  37064 


Si-yo ! 

I just  wanted  to  drop  a note  to  my  good  friends  to  urge  them  to  circle 
October  23  & 24  on  their  pow  wow  calendar.  That's  the  date  of  the  Cherokee 
Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon  down  in  Dadeville,  AL. 

I've  heard  from  at  least  three  different  people  who  said  last  year's 
Dadeville  pow  wow  was  the  best  they  had  been  to  in  a long  time.  Not  the 
biggest,  nor  the  fanciest;  but  reports  claimed  it  was  the  traditional  & 
spiritual  pow  wow  they  had  attended  in  quite  a while. 

I didn't  make  it  last  year,  but  I've  been  making  plans  to  attend  ever 
since  then.  It's  held  in  a clearing  in  the  woods,  on  private  property,  and 
the  hosts  are  two  very  good  friends  of  mine.  They  may  even  have  some  vendor 
spaces  left.  (I  know  they  were  interested  in  finding  someone  to  do  roasted 
corn,  so  pass  that  on  down  the  line.)  Last  I heard,  Tony  Walkingstick  was 
lined  up  as  flute  player.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more,  just  call  Dudy  or 
Terry  Huff  at  (256)  825-0075,  and  tell  them  I sent  you. 

To  get  there  from  the  west,  just  follow  Hwy.  280  East  through  Alexander 
City,  across  the  Tallapoosa  River,  and  through  Jackson's  Gap.  In  just  a short 
while  you  will  see  a directional  sign  on  the  left  that  points  the  direction 
to  Daviston  and  Horseshoe  Bend  National  Military  Park.  Turn  left  at  the  sign. 
You  are  now  on  Hwy.  49  North.  Keep  going  & keep  a watch  out  for  pow  wow  signs 
to  guide  you  to  the  site.  If  you  get  to  Horseshoe  Bend,  you've  gone  too  far. 

To  get  there  from  the  east,  take  Hwy  280  West  and  go  through  the  outskirts 
of  Dadeville.  About  a mile  after  you  pass  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  you  will 
see  a church  on  your  right  that  looks  like  a frontier  fort.  A little  ways 
past  the  church  is  where  Hwy.  49  turns  north  off  of  Hwy.  280.  This  is  the 
same  turn-off  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph.  Dust  take  a right  & look 
for  the  pow  wow  signs. 

I believe  that  this  event  will  be  similar  to  the  Echota  clan  gathering 
that  several  of  us  attended  back  in  March  at  Wind  Creek.  A time  for  reunion 
& re-kindling  of  friendships.  Make  plans  to  go,  if  you  can. 

Aho, 

Dale 


Date:  03  Oct  1999  09:53:49  GMT 
From:  waya94@aol.com  (Waya94) 

Subj:  Your  Alaska  POW  WOW  invite.  Oct  16  & 17 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Gathering  of  Tribes  - POW  WOW  '99 
http : //katasse .tripod . com/Pow-wow. htm 
Centennial  Hall,  Oct  16,  17,  1999.  Duneau,  Alaska. 
Admission:  $10  dollars  per  person  per  day. 

POW  WOW  '99  will  especially  honor  our  Veterans. 

Call  for  Table  - two  days  $100. 


POW-WOW  Hotline  1-907-463-5164. 

You  can  also  make  reservations  for  POW  WOW  2000  in  April,  2000. 
Looking  for  performers  and  dancers  or  native  groups/drummers . 


Date:  Mon,  12  Jul  1999  13:54:31  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Alcatraz  Occupation  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

ALCATRAZ  30TH  REUNION  CELEBRATION 
OCTOBER  23,  1999 

In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  a 30th  Anniversary  Celebration 
to  commemorate  the  1969-71  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  is  being 
planned  to  rightfully  honor  all  occupation  veterans.  This  Celebration 
will  take  place  on  October  23,  1999,  from  9:30  AM.  to  4:30  PM. 

Beginning  with  an  opening  ceremony,  and  California  Indian  dancers  and 
singing,  the  event  will  feature  presentations  from  occupation  veterans, 
national  Indian  leaders,  VIPs  and  dignitaries,  and  contemporary  and 
traditional  Native  American  musical  performances.  There  will  also  be  a 
small  Indian  market,  a special  screening  of  the  short  documentary  "We 
Hold  the  Rock,"  and  a talking  circle  of  Native  American  scholars, 
occupation  veterans,  and  others  discussing  the  legacy  of  the  Alcatraz 
occupation . 

A committee  has  already  been  formed  to  plan  this  historic  reunion  and 
Celebration  to  take  place  on  Alcatraz  Island.  Planning  and 
organizational  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Golden  Gate  Parks 
Recreation  Area  are  underway  to  insure  a successful  and  memorable 
celebration  honoring  this  historic  event.  American  Indian  musicians  and 
performers  have  already  agreed  to  participate,  and  many  leaders  throughout 
Indian  Country  have  agreed  to  attend.  Event  Committee  members  include: 
MILLIE  KETCHESHAWNO,  Director/Producer,  Berkeley 
HIM  FORTIER,  Event/Fundraising  Coordinator,  Pacifica 
30NATHAN  LUCEAERO,  Staging/Security  Coordinator 
MICHELLE  MOSS,  Forum  Coordinator 

YVONNE  YAZZIE,  Volunteer/Database  Coordinator,  Palo  Alto 
LAVERNE  MORRISSEY,  Vendor  Coordinator,  San  lose 
JACQUELINE  KEELER,  Media  Liaison 
JON  PLUTTE,  Program  Brochure  Designer 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  event,  contact  one  of  the  following: 
Millie  Ketcheshawno  James  M.  Fortier  The  Blue  and  Gold  Fleet 

Event  Director  Event  Coordinator  Ticketing  (415) 

705-8214 

(510)  615-0603  (650)  738-9105  Information  (415) 

773-1188 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

^November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Judy:  (541)  474-6394 

^December  2-5,  1999~ 

Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 


AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 


PH : 780-455-2700  FX:780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0423 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  r^j  y 


ALABAMA 

Oct.  14-16:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park, 
Huntsville.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a cultural  heritage  festival.  There 
will  be  lectures,  storytelling,  demonstrations  of  Southeastern  traditional 
dances,  craftsmen,  games  & skills  demonstrations.  Admission:  $2.00  - Ages 
2-18;  $5.00  - Adults.  Thursday  & Friday  are  School  Days,  Saturday  is  for  the 
general  public.  On-site  parking  available  for  handicapped  only,  but  there  is 
a free  shuttle  from  the  parking  lot  at  Huntsville  High  School.  Info:  Deff 
Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  15-17:  Fall  Plant  Sale,  Mobile  Botanical  Gardens,  Mobile.  Not  a Native 
event.  Largest  selection  on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  native  & hard-to-find 
perennials.  Info:  (334)  342-0555. 

Oct.  16-17:  Fort  Payne  Indian  Festival,  at  the  park  adjacent  to  the  Ft  Payne 
Depot  Museum,  Ft.  Payne.  This  is  a special  pow  wow  in  honor  of  all  Veterans. 
HD:  Buffalo  Heart;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  HM:  Rock  Dickerson;  HL:  Ellen  Rasco;  WS: 
Native  American  Warrior  Society  & Honor  Guard.  Info:  lerry  Lang  (256) 
492-5217  or  Marjorie  Ferguson  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  16-17:  French  Colonial  Living  History,  Fort  Toulouse/lackson  Park, 
Wetumpka.  Living  historians  recreate  the  lifestyles  of  the  1750' s French 
fort  & nearby  Indian  village.  Open  10am  - 5pm. 

Info:  Ned  Henkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  22-23:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scotsboro-lackson 
Heritage  Center,  208  South  Houston  St.,  two  blocks  off  the  courthouse  square 
Not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of  the  lifeways  of  the  Southeastern 


Indians.  Crafts,  skills,  dress  & storytelling;  mainly  of  Cherokee  & Creek 
traditions.  Hours:  Friday  8:30am  - 4:00pm;  Saturday  9:00am  - 4:00pm. 
Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Students.  Info:  (256)  259-2122. 

Oct.  23-24:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon,  off  Hwy.  49,  between 
Dadeville  & Horseshoe  Bend  national  Military  Park.  HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest 
Drum:  Southwind;  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Lois  Dones,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
her  daughter,  Sandy  Frazier,  and  granddaughter.  Brandy  3enkins;FP:  Tony 
Walkingstick.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm  Saturday,  11am  - 5pm  Sunday.  Admission:  Ages 
6-11  & Seniors  - $1.50;  Ages  12  & over  - $3.00.  HH:  The  Horseshoe  Inn, 
located  at  the  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  280  & AL  Hwy.  22,  in  Alexander  City, 
AL  (256)  234-6311.  The  public  is  invited.  All  dancers  are  welcome.  Info: 
Terry  or  3udy  Huff  (256)  825-0075.  This  event  comes  highly  recommended. 

Nov.  5-6:  Alabama  Indian  Statewide  Pow  Wow,  inside  Garrett  Coliseum, 
Montgomery.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Info:  Eloise  Dosey  at  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision  (334)  242-2831. 

Nov.  12-13:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Muscogee  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  American 
Legion  Building,  Elba.  HM:  Ronald  Newell  Messer;  HL:  Frances  Culp;  AD/MC: 
Roger  Dohnson;  HD:  TBA.  Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Kids.  Booth  Space: 
$10.00  for  one  day;  $15.00  for  two  days.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Nov.  13-14:  Oneonta  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  Agri-Business  Center,  Oneonta. 
HM:  Deff  Happy  Bear  Whatley;  HL:  Cindy  Pretty  Moon  Samples;  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  MC/FP:  Larry  Campbell.  Info:  ravenheartl(3aol . com  or 
prttymoon(3aol . com . 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  5-7:  AIA  Pow  Wow,  Orlando.  Info:  (407)  862-9676  or  952-1541.  Vendors 
call:  (407)  331-8399. 

Nov  5-7:  Southern  National  Harvest  Festival,  at  Ocala  Marion  County  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Fort  King  St.  & Northeast  25th  Ave.,  Ocala.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit;  MC:  Two  Ponies  (Cherokee);  HM:  Red  Horse  (Lakota);  HL:  White  Fawn 
(Shoshone);  National  WBS/Veterans  Park  Princess:  Angel  Parisoe.  A fellowship 
& family  festival  sponsored  by  the  White  Buffalo  Society,  Inc.,  & Ocala 
Marion  Co.  Veterans  Park  Committee.  Free  admission.  Free  parking.  Arts, 
crafts,  educational  exhibits,  youth  games,  tipi  open  house;  Princess  Contest, 
Aztec  Dancers,  intertribal  dancing,  flute  music,  storytellers.  Bricks  for  the 
park  for  sale.  Donations  to  the  park  welcomed.  Info  or  booth  space:  White 
Buffalo  Society,  176  NE  168  Court,  Silver  Springs,  FL  34488  (352)  625-2279  or 
thewbsinc@aol . com . 

Nov.  11-14:  Indian  Day  Fall  Pow  Wow  of  the  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  Info:  (813)  620-3077. 


GEORGIA 

Oct.  15-17:  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Hamilton.  Located  25 
miles  north  of  Columbus,  GA,  the  festival  will  feature  primitive  skills 
demonstrations,  social  & intertribal  dances.  Hoop  Dancing,  American  Indian 
arts  & crafts,  artwork  by  Doe  Belt.  There  will  be  over  $12,000  in  prize 
money,  with  Drum,  Dance,  & Tipi  Competitions.  AD:  Keith  Red  Elk;  MC:  Rob 
Dougherty;  Head  Dudge:  Bullet  Standingdeer . Admission:  Adults  - $6.00;  Ages 
6-12  - $3.00;  5 & under  - free.  There  is  also  a $1.00  parking  donation  to 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Schedule:  Friday  9am  - 3pm  (Special  School  Day 


Admission  of  $2.00)  & 6pm  - 9pm  ($1.00  off  regular  admission  price); 

Saturday  10am  - 10pm;  Sunday  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811,  or  Forrest  Moore  (706)  628-5400,  or 
ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org.  There  is  also  a website  at: 
www. hamilton chamber . org/ossahatchee. htm . 


KENTUCKY 

Oct.  15-17:  Day  of  the  Wolf  Pow  Wow,  Nelson  County  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown. 
Dust  south  of  the  Bluegrass  Parkway  on  US  31-E.  Friday  is  Student's  Day.  GO: 
5pm  Friday;  10am  Saturday;  10am  Sunday.  Admission:  $6.00  - Adults,  $5.00  - 
Sr.  Citizens,  $4.00  - Students  aged  7-12;  6 & under  - Free.  GE:  Friday,  6pm 
EST;  Saturday,  noon  & 5pm  EST;  Sunday,  1pm  EST.  Camping  at  Fairgrounds  for 
Traders  & Dancers  only  - teepees  & tents  - no  open  fires.  Sponsored  by  the 
Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  with  partial  funding  from  the  Kentucky  Arts  Council. 
MC:  Leonard  Malatare;  Co-host  Drums:  Bad  Nation  & Eagle  Scout;  HV:  Ned 
Benally;  HM:  Clark  Zeipher;  HL:  Maria  Myers;  AD:  Robert  Tramper;  Hoop  Dancer: 
Daniel  Tramper;  ST:  TBA;  FP:  luan  Cruz.  Info:  Red  Crow  Indian  Council,  107 
East  John  Fitch  Ave.,  Bardstown,  KY  40004  or  (502)  348-0425  after  5pm  or 
bryant@bardstown . com . 

Nov.  5-7:  Honor  the  Veterans  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Dryer  Fieldhouse,  Fort 
Campbell.  Note:  this  event  was  previously  scheduled  for  October  at  Austin 
Peay  State  University  in  Clarksville,  TN,  but  was  moved  to  Ft.  Campbell  due 
to  last  Spring's  tornado  damage.  HM:  Grady  lones;  HL:  Sheila  lones;  HV: 
Clayton  Priest;  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  ST:  Dorothy  Duckapoo  Goode;  Princess: 
Mary  Foche;  lunior  Princess:  Rene  Tapp.  Schedule:  Friday,  6:30pm  - 9:00pm; 
Saturday,  9am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 6pm.  GE:  1:00pm  & 6:30pm,  Saturday;  1:00pm, 
Sunday.  Craft  demos  from  9am-llam  on  Saturday.  Also,  blowgun  demos.  Native 
American  foods,  flute  playing,  arts  & crafts.  A Drum-off  with  a $500  prize. 
All  dancers  welcome.  Admission:  Free  to  all  on  Friday;  otherwise:  $4.00 
Adults,  $2.00  Military  with  ID,  $2.00  Children  6-12,  $1.00  Seniors  (over  60); 
uniformed  Scouts  admitted  free  on  Sunday  afternoon  with  paying  adult.  Vendors 
by  invitation  only.  Sponsored  by  the  Native  Cultural  Circle,  co-sponsored  by 
Ft.  Campbell  Division  EO.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Clarksville-Montgomery  County 
Public  Library  Native  American  Studies  Area.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker 
(931)  326-5837  or  Dgbakel@ibm.net.  On-post  contact:  SFC  Washington  (502) 
798-3946. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Oct.  23:  Descendants  of  Native  Americans  Heritage  Festival,  at  Tombigbee 
State  Park,  six  miles  south  of  Tupelo.  Featuring  dance  teams,  arts  & crafts, 
Indian  history,  novelty  concessions.  Time:  9:30am  - 5:00pm.  Info:  Pat  Cox 
(662)  256-2390. 


MISSOURI 

Oct.  23-25:  Shadow  of  the  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  Shadow  Rock  Park,  Forsyth.  Info: 
(417)  561-4834. 

Nov.  13-14:  Columbia  Pow  Wow,  at  Trowbridge  Livestock  Center,  Columbia.  Info: 
(816)  470-2067. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  20:05:01  EDT 

Subj : South  Fall  Update,  Pt.  2 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Oct.  15-16:  Waccamaw  Siouan  Pow  Wow,  at  Buckhead,  near  Bolton. 
Info:  Pricilla  lacobs  (910)  655-8778. 


Oct.  22-24:  Meherrin  Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  11,  Winton  (between  Ahoskie  & 


Murfreesboro).  Info:  (252)  398-3321  or  332-8081. 

Oct.  29-30:  Lumbee  Fall  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural 
Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2462. 

Nov.  4-6:  Guilford  County  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival, 
Greensboro  Cultural  Center,  Greensboro.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Nov.  13:  Occaneechi  Saponi  Homecoming,  Pleasant  Grove.  Dancers  & traders  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  (919)  732-8512. 

Nov.  19-20  (tenative  date):  Wild  Game  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2433. 


OKLAHOMA 

Oct.  10-Nov.  7:  Masters  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee. 
Info:  (918)  683-1701. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  12-14:  NOAME  Pow  Wow,  at  the  National  Guard  Armory,  Greenville.  Info: 
(803)  256-8700. 


TENNESSEE 

Oct.  15-17:  Rising  Eagle  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Four  Corners  Water  Park, 
Nashville.  Sponsored  by  the  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Tennessee, 
proceeds  go  towards  the  NAIA  Emergency  Assistance  & Scholarships  Fund.  MC: 
Joseph  "Jo  Jo"  Rice  (Meeker,  OK);  AD:  Warren  Wahpepah,  Jr.  (Memphis,  TN); 

HND:  Meskwaki  Nations  (Rosebud,  SD);  HSD:  Southern  Action  (Jones,  OK).  Guest 
drums  welcome.  Over  $16,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  prize  money  [$5.00 
entrance  fee  for  Dancers/must  register  by  noon  on  Saturday/Native  American 
only].  To  get  there:  from  1-40,  take  Exit  62  North,  Old  Hickory  Blvd.,  follow 
signs  north  to  PW;  from  1-40,  take  Exit  226,  Mount  Juliet  Road,  follow  signs 
south  to  PW.  Gates  open  at  9:00am  each  day;  Opening  Ceremonies  at  11am  on 
Saturday  & Sunday.  Admission:  $5.00  per  person.  Traders  must  pre-register  by 
Oct.  1 for  a booth  space,  and  may  contact  Bill  Wells  (615)  459-3156  for 
vendor  application.  Native  American  crafts  only!  Further  info:  NAIA,  211 
Union  St.,  Stahlman  Building,  Suite  932,  Nashville,  TN  37201-1505  or  (615) 
726-0806. 

Oct.  15-16:  Indian  Summer  Days  at  Audubon  Acres,  East  Brainerd  (near 
Chattanooga) . A celebration  of  Native  American  and  pioneer  history  through 
arts,  crafts,  games,  storytelling,  dance,  music  & other  traditional  skills. 
Schedule:  Friday  , 9am  - 2pm,  School  Groups  only,  reservations  required  - $4 
per  person;  Saturday,  10am  - 4pm,  open  to  the  Public  - $5  Adult,  $4  children 
5-12  & CAS  members,  under  5 are  free.  Among  Saturday's  special  programs  are: 
Winter  Bird  Feeding,  Wintering  Hummingbirds  in  Tennessee,  Planning  Heirloom 
Gardens  for  Audubon  Acres,  and  Journey  Back  to  the  1400' s - Interpreted 
Nature  Hike  to  Little  Owl  Village.  To  register  your  School  Group,  call 
Beverly  at  the  Chattanooga  Audubon  Society  (423)  892-1499.  Further  info: 
CAudubonS@aol . com . 

Oct.  22-24:  Native  Cultural  Circle  Pow  Wow,  Clarksville.  This  event  was  moved 
to  a November  date  at  Fort  Campbell,  KY.  See  Kentucky  listings  for  details, 
or  call  (931)  326-5837. 

Nov.  6:  Native  American  Day  Celebration  Dinner,  6:00pm,  at  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church,  Navajo  Drive,  Chattanooga.  Speaker  is  Albert  Bell,  Jr., 
(Choctaw)  of  the  Tennessee  Commision  on  Indian  Affairs.  Tickets  are  $20.00; 
advance  reservations  required.  Sponsored  by  CIRCL.  Info:  iktomi@hypertext.com. 


TEXAS 


Oct.  23-24:  South  Texas  Pow  Wow,  Domingo  Sepulveda  Gymnasium,  Weslaco.  Info: 
Robert  Solo  (956)  686-6696. 

Nov.  7:  Austin  Independent  School  District  Pow  Wow  & American  Indian  Heritage 
Festival,  at  the  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin.  Info:  (512)  456-7244. 

Nov.  13-14:  Four  Winds  Pow  Wow,  Killeen  Special  Events  Center,  Killeen.  Info: 
Pamela  Brock  (254)  699-5354  or  fourwindsl@hotmail.com. 


VIRGINIA 

Nov.  12-14:  Great  American  Indian  Expo,  Richmond  State  Fairgrounds,  Richmond. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Oct  1999  08:22:17  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  10/11/99  06:57PM  >>> 

NAC  program  schedule  for  October  12-15 
LIVE  everyday  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Listen  online  at  the  NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 
TUE  - 10/12:  The  White  Clay  Alcohol  War: 

Indian  leaders  are  planning  to  file  an  application  with  the  state  liquor 
commission  in  Nebraska  and  they  plan  on  opening  a beer  store  in  the  tiny 
uncharted  town  of  White  Clay.  They  say  they  will  use  the  profits  to  treat 
the  alcoholism  that  is  running  rampant  on  the  nearby  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 
Is  this  the  answer  to  this  long-standing  problem?  Guests  include  Frank 
LaMere  of  the  Winnebago  Nation. 

WED  - 10/13:  Renewable  Energy  for  Native  America: 

Financing  renewable  energy  projects  within  Native  America  is  becoming  more 
of  a reality  today.  There  are  more  and  more  federal  initiatives  today  that 
provide  tribes  support  for  creating  alternative  energy  resources.  Can  Native 
America  become  the  new  model  for  alternative  energy  and  sustainable 
lifestyles?  Invited  Guests  include  Patrick  Spears  of  the  Intertribal 
Council  on  Utility  Policy. 

THU  - 10/14:  Chief  Illiniwek: 

This  weekend  a group  of  Native  Americans  will  hold  a march  and  rally  against 
racist  mascots  at  the  University  of  Illinois  homecoming  football  game.  They 
are  protesting  the  schools  refusal  to  stop  using  Chief  Illiniwek  as  their 
sports  mascot.  Will  the  university  and  their  faithful  ever  give  up  their 
cherished  chief?  Invited  guests  include  Michael  Haney,  director  of  the 
National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  the  Media. 

FRI  - 10/15:  Raising  Girls  to  Women  in  Indian  Country: 

On  this  "Wellness  Edition"  we  talk  about  raising  our  Native  daughters  to  be 
good  women  who  can  walk  in  both  the  traditional  and  western  worlds.  How  do 
we  teach  them  to  draw  on  their  traditional  Native  life  ways  when  faced  with 
contemporary  challenges?  loin  host  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests,  on  the 
next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  talk  about  raising 
our  Native  daughters  to  be  strong  women. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

emartin2@unl.edu 

402.472.3287 

Comming  this  fall 

from  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian: 

Coyote  Bites  Back:  Indian  Humor 


Memory  and  Imagination:  The  Legacy  of  Maidu  Indian  Artist  Frank  Day 


To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
with  the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail 
airos@unlinfo.unl.edu  with  the  subject  heading  unsubscribe 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Sumer  W Cree,  Long  Rider,  Pam  Creasy,  Messenger  888, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Nokwisa,  Tom  Harmon, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Dale  Mitchell,  Bob  Greenberg,  AliceH, 
Just  an  Old  Man,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Robert  Dorman 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  20  09:25:35  1999 
Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  19:51:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.043 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw, 
Nat-Film  & LPDC  Mail  Lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup: alt . native 
http : //www. tuc son citizen . com/news/ stories/Storyl253157. html 
http : //www. rochesternews . com/1017religion . html 
http : //www. a z star net . com/pub lie /dnews/118- 6400. html 
http : //www. a z star net . com/pub lie /dnews/LD05 22. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthsesa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Everything's  laid  out  for  you.  Your  path  is  straight  ahead  of  you. 
Sometimes  it's  invisible,  but  it's  there.  You  may  not  know  where 
it's  going,  but  still  you've  got  to  follow  that  path.  It's  the  path 
to  Creator.  That's  the  only  path  worth  following." 

Leon  Shenandoah,  Iroquois 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i j 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  j 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  ..  __  _+ 

j Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  ! 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

! i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  editorial  in  the  last  newsletter  focused  in  part  on  House  of 
Representatives  bill  1814.  This  bill  must  not  become  law! 

I wish  to  than  Mike  Wicks  for  granting  permission  to  share  his  letter 
to  his  representative.  I ask  each  of  you  to  please  consider  sitting  down 
now,  while  it  is  fresh  on  your  mind,  and  write  a similar  letter  to  the 
representative  of  your  district. 

Date:  Wed,  13  Oct  1999  20:26:51  -0400 

From:  "Mike  Wicks"  <mike.wicks@mindspring. com> 

Subj : HR  1814  IH 

I would  encourage  everyone  to  write  a similar  letter  to  your  own  state's 
reps  and  senators.  And  don't  forget  to  include  some  National  and  local 
news  media.  There  are  two  links  on  the  Camp  Dustice  page,  one  for 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


getting  a list  of  your  state's  reps  and  Senators,  and  another  for 
getting  local  news  media.  Please  send  a message, 
http : //www. a ics .org/ just ice/ camp. html 

In  struggle, 

Mike 


Subject:  HR  1814  IH 

Date:  Wed,  13  Oct  1999  19:40:31  -0400 
From:  Mike  Wicks  <Mike.Wicks!@mindspring.com> 

Organization:  American  Indian  Cultural  Support 

To:  bob_graham@graham.senate.gov,  connie@mack.senate.gov, 

FL01@mail .house . gov,  rep . boyd@mail . house . gov,  thurman@mail . house . gov, 
cstearns@mail . house.gov,  john . mica@mail . house.gov, 
Bill.McCollum@mail.house.gov,  Rep.Charles.Canady@mail.house.gov, 
millerl3@mail . house.gov,  porter . goss@mail . house.gov, 
mark. foley@mail . house.gov,  pdeutsch . pub@mail . house.gov, 
alcee . pubhastings@mail . house.gov 
CC:  opinion@msnbc.com,  EqualTime@msnbc.com,  Dateline@NBC.com, 
newswatch@foxnews . com,  letters@newsweek.com, 

WABC-TV. Eyewitness . News@abc . com,  webnews@washpost . com, 
nationalnews@herald .com,  act ion line@he raid . com,  osoinsight@aol . com, 
tom.tryon@herald-trib . com,  letter s@sptimes . com,  national@sptimes . com, 
local@sptimes.com,  tribletters@tampatrib. com,  Mike !@aics . org, 
AIMFL@aol . com 


Sirs; 

I would  like  to  make  a comment  or  two  on  this  bill.  If  you  plan  to 
charge  STATE  sales  tax  on  goods  sold  on  an  Indian  reservation,  which  is 
in  fact  a sovereign  Nation,  then  when  might  we  expect  to  be  able  to  collect 
STATE  sales  tax  on  goods  sold  in  Canada,  Italy,  France,  and  the  rest  of 
the  worlds  sovereign  Nations?  What  will  be  put  in  place  to  prevent 
all  these  other  sovereign  Nations  from  imposing  their  taxes  upon  the 
residents  of  this  STATE?  Indian  Nations  deal  with  the  U.S.  Government 
on  a Nation  to  Nation  basis,  and  Nation  to  Nation  Treaties  are  the 
methods  used.  Now,  just  because  the  U.S.  Government  has  never  honored 
the  treaties  they  signed  and  made  promises  to  keep,  does  not  mean  that 
some  STATE  government  can  now  come  along  and  further  erode  the  almost 
non-existent  income  of  Indian  people.  Are  you  aware  that  the  annual 
income  for  an  average  Indian  family  is  LESS  than  the  average  MONTHLY 
income  for  white  Americans?  Why  would  anyone  want  to  take  even  more 
from  the  poorest  people  in  this  land?  When  will  the  genocide  end? 

Mike  Wicks 

American  Indian  Cultural  Support 
P.O.  box  1783 
Lutz,  FL  33548-1783 

Bill  1814  

HR  1814  IH 
106th  CONGRESS 
1st  Session 

H.  R.  1814  To  provide  incentives  for  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay 
lawfully  imposed  State  sales  taxes  on  goods  sold  on  tribal  lands  and  to 
provide  for  penalties  against  Indian  tribes  that  do  not  collect  and  pay 
such 

State  sales  taxes. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  May  13,  1999  Mr.  VISCLOSKY  (for  himself 
Mr.  ISTOOK,  Mr.  SANDLIN,  Mr.  LAHOOD,  Mr.  ROEMER,  Mr.  MCINTOSH,  Mr.  SKELTON 
Mr.  COBLE,  Mr.  SOUDER,  Mrs.  MYRICK,  Mr.  HOSTETTLER,  Mrs.  EMERSON,  Mr.  NEY, 
Mr.  NETHERCUTT,  Mr.  HILL  of  Montana,  Mr.  SESSIONS,  Mr.  TANCREDO,  Mr.  BURTON 
of  Indiana,  Mr.  ROTHMAN,  Mr.  BUYER,  Mr.  GRAHAM,  and  Mr.  CANADY  of  Florida) 
introduced  the  following  bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Resources 


A BILL  To  provide  incentives  for  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay 
lawfully  imposed  State  sales  taxes  on  goods  sold  on  tribal  lands  and  to 
provide  for  penalties  against  Indian  tribes  that  do  not  collect  and  pay 
such  State  sales  taxes.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
SECTION  1.  INCENTIVE  FOR  INDIAN  TRIBES  TO  ENSURE  COLLECTION  OF  STATE  SALES 
TAXES. 

Priority  among  Indian  tribes  competing  for  Federal  grants  shall  be  given  to 
Indian  tribes  that  certify,  through  a process  established  by  the  Secretary 
in  consultation  with  the  States,  that  retail  establishments  operating  on 
trust  lands  within  a tribe's  jurisdiction  are  collecting  and  paying  to  the 
appropriate  State  all  qualified  State  retail  taxes. 

SEC.  2.  CERTIFICATION  OF  FAILURE  TO  PAY  TAX. 

If  an  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  fails-- 

(1)  to  pay  any  qualified  State  retail  tax  on  any  retail  item  sold,  by  are 
tail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe,  to  a person  who  is  not  either  a member  of  the 
Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held  in  trust  or  a member  of  the 
same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the  land  is  held  in  trust; 

(2)  to  make  equal  payment  to  the  State  in  lieu  of  such  qualified  State 
retail  tax;  or 

(3)  to  make  payment  to  a State  pursuant  to  a compact  governing  the  payment 
of  qualified  State  retail  tax  between  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  and  the 
State,  then  the  Governor  or  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State  may  document 
and  certify  such  failure  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  request  that  the 
land  upon  which  the  structure  which  houses  the  retail  establishment  is 
located  be  taken  out  of  trust  status. 

SEC.  3.  NOTICE  OF  REQUEST;  COMMENT  PERIOD. 

(a)  NOTICE- 

(1)  FEDERAL  REGISTER-  Not  later  than  30  days  after  receiving  documentation, 
certification,  and  a request  from  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  a 
State  in  accordance  with  section  2,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  publish 
notice  of  the  request  and  the  reason  therefor  in  the  Federal  Register. 

(2)  OTHER  NOTICE-  Not  later  than  90  days  after  the  date  of  the  enactment  of 
this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  promulgate  rules  to  ensure  prompt  notification 
of  any  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  regarding  whose  land  a request  for  removal 
from  trust  has  been  made  under  section  2,  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the 
Indian  or  Indian  tribe  has  to  respond  to  the  request,  and  the  Indian  or 
Indian  tribe's  rights  regarding  the  request. 

(b)  COMMENT  PERIOD-  The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  provide  a period  of  90 
days  after  the  publication  pursuant  to  subsection  (a)  for  interested  persons 
to  submit  comments  on  the  request. 

(c)  HEARING- 

(1)  IN  GENERAL-  If  a request  is  made  under  this  Act  for  removal  of  an  Indian 
or  Indian  tribe's  land  from  trust,  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  may  request  a 
timely  hearing  on  the  request  to  remove  such  land  from  trust. 

(2)  TIME  PERIOD-  If  a hearing  is  requested  under  paragraph  (l)not  later  than 
60  days  after  the  publication  pursuant  to  subsection  (a), the  Secretary  shall 
grant  the  hearing  request.  A hearing  under  this  paragraph  shall  be  held  not 
later  than  the  expiration  of  the  90-day  period  provided  for  comment  under 
subsection  (b). 

(3)  REGULATIONS-  Not  later  than  90  days  after  the  date  of  the  enactment  of 
this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  promulgate  regulations  to  implement  this 
section . 

SEC.  4.  INVESTIGATION;  PUBLICATION  OF  FINDINGS. 

(a)  INVESTIGATION-  Upon  receipt  of  documentation,  certification,  and  a 
request  from  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  a State  in  accordance  with 
section  2,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  begin  an  investigation  to  verify 
that  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  failed  to  make 
payment  described  in  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2 as  documented 
and  certified  by  the  Governor  or  attorney  general  of  the  State. 

(b)  DETERMINATION-  Not  later  than  60  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
90-day  notice  and  comment  period  required  by  subsections  2(a)  and  2(b),  the 
Assistant  Secretary  shall  publish  the  results  of  the  investigation  in  the 
Federal  Register. 


SEC.  5.  REMOVAL  OF  LAND  FROM  TRUST. 

(a)  IN  GENERAL-  If  the  Assistant  Secretary  determines  pursuant  to  section  4 
that  an  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  consistently  and  willfully  failed  to  make 
payment  described  in  paragraph  (1),  (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2 in  relation  to 
any  retail  item  sold  by  a retail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  to  a person  who  is 
not  either  a member  of  the  Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held 
in  trust  or  a member  of  the  same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the 
land  is  held  in  trust,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of 
such  determination.  Upon  receipt  of  such  determination,  the  Secretary  shall 
remove  from  trust  status  such  land  as  the  Secretary  determines  to  constitute 
the  extent  of  the  retail  operations. 

(b)  EFFECT  OF  REMOVAL  FROM  TRUST-  Removal  of  land  from  trust  under  this  Act 
shall  eliminate  tribal  authority  regarding  taxation  and  make  the  property 
subject  to  all  applicable  State  and  local  sales  taxes  on  goods  purchased  on 
such  land  regardless  of  the  purchaser's  status  as  a tribal  member. 

(c)  EFFECT  OF  PAYMENT  OR  AGREEMENT  TO  PAY-  If,  before  the  Secretary  removes 
land  from  trust  status  pursuant  to  subsection  (a),  the  Indian  or  Indian 
tribe  that  was  determined  to  have  failed  to  make  payment  described  in 
paragraph(l) , (2),  or  (3)  of  section  2,  makes  all  such  payments  to  the  State 
or  enters  into  an  agreement  with  the  State  to  make  such  payment,  the 
Governor  or  attorney  general  of  the  State,  the  Indian,  or  the  Indian  tribe 
may  inform  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  such  payment  or  agreement  and  request 
that  the  land  not  be  removed  from  trust  status.  If  the  Governor  or  the 
attorney  general  of  >a  State  so  requests,  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall 
immediately  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  request  and  the  land  shall  not  be 
removed  from  trust  status  unless  new  documentation,  certification,  and  a 
new  request  is  submitted,  >published,  and  investigated  in  accordance  with 
this  Act. 

(d)  APPEAL  OF  DECISION-  The  Secretary's  determination  under  this  section 
shall  be  final  agency  action  for  purposes  of  judicial  review. 

(e)  TRUST  STATUS  RESTORED-  The  Secretary  shall  take  into  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  an  Indian  or  an  Indian  tribe  any  land  that  was  held  in  trust  for 
that  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  but  was  taken  out  of  trust  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  if  each  State  in  which  such  land  is  located 
certifies  to  the  Secretary  that,  for  not  less  than  1 year  following  such 
removal,  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  has  made  all  applicable  payments 
described  in  section  2 to  the  State  or  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  State  to  make  such  payment. 

SEC.  6.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  BENEFITS. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  delivery  of  services  and  benefits  furnished  to 
federally  recognized  Indian  tribes  and  members  of  such  tribes,  land  taken 
out  of  trust  pursuant  to  this  Act  shall  be  considered  part  of  the  service 
area  of  the  Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  was  held  in  trust  or 
the  Indian  tribe  of  the  Indian  on  whose  behalf  the  land  was  held  in  trust. 
SEC.  7.  DEFINITIONS. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  Act-- 

(1)  the  term  'Assistant  Secretary'  means  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  for  Indian  Affairs; 

(2)  the  term  'Indian'  means  any  individual  who  is  a member  of  an  Indian 
tribe; 

(3)  the  term  'Indian  tribe'  means  any  federally  recognized  Indian  tribe, 
band,  nation,  pueblo,  or  other  organized  group  or  community,  excluding  any 
Alaska  Native  village  or  regional  corporation  as  defined  in  or  established 
pursuant  to  the  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act; 

(4)  the  term  'qualified  State  retail  tax'  means  a lawfully  imposed, 
nondiscriminatory  State  excise  or  sales  tax  on  any  retail  item  sold  by  a 
retail  establishment  located  on  land  that  is  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  to  a person  who  is  not  either  a member  of  the 
Indian  tribe  on  behalf  of  which  the  land  is  held  in  trust  or  a member  of 
the  same  Indian  tribe  as  the  Indian  for  whom  the  land  is  held  in  trust;  and 

(5)  the  term  'Secretary'  means  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

>SEC . 8.  RULEMAKING  AUTHORITY. 

Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Act,  not  less  than  90  days  after  the 
date  of  the  enactment  of  this  Act,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  interim  rules 


to  implement  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
enc|  this  bill! 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - 1 ) Marietta,  GA  30417, 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Urgent  Call 

- TNAT  Starting  Up  Again/ 

Thanks  for  Support 

- Pact  Would  Give  More 
Water  to  Indians 

- Campbell  on  BIA  Trust  Accounts 

- Tribes  Want 

More  Say  in  Yellowstone 

- Yaquis  Drop  Effort  to 
Create  Enclave  in  Guadalupe 

- Language  Near  Death 

- Tribe  Receives  Grants  for  Library 

- Rio  Nuevo  Plan 

- Innu  Want  Immediate 
Halt  to  Lower  Churchill 

- The  View  from  the  Hogan  7 

- Navajo  War  Effort 

No  Longer  Unheralded 

- Gun  Lake  Tribe  Gets  Recognition 

- Forensic  Test  May 
Settle  Gnawing  Question 

"RE : Urgent  Call"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Oct  1999  20:42:49  -0400 
From:  leslie@neca.com 
Subj : Urgent  Call 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

gars@wolf star . com 

in  this  issue  

Tribal  Head  Start  Makes  Comeback 
Mexico  Indians  Live/ 

Die  in  Hamlets 
Wisconsin  Wolf  Alert 
Deal  May  End  Suit  on 
Inmate  Religion 
O'odham  Girl  Buried 
Pictou-Aquash 
Canada  Press  Conferences 
Release  of  Papers/ 

Leonard's  Extradition 

Native  Prisoner 

Vechet ' s Food  For  Thought 

A Hundred  Years  Ago 

Riding  on  to  the  Shiprock  Fair 

Poem:  Spirits 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Native  Youth  Group  Fundraiser 
Symphonic  Powwow 
Upcoming  Events 
Native  America  Calling 


This  is  an  urgent  call  for  help  for  the  victims  of  the  Dune  4 tonadoes 
which  devastated  parts  of  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation,  particularly 
Oglala .&nbspj  The  information  following  has  been  copied  from  the  website 
of  Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non  -profit  organization,  with  the 
permission  of  Carmeen  Klausner,  Director.  ( 970-282-8573  ) 


Updated  information  regarding  the  Dune  4th  Tornado  aftermath 

In  September  we  received  a communication  from  Liz  Morrison,  Secretary 
to  Councilman  Floyd  Brings  Plenty,  of  the  Oglala  Tribal  Council.  Liz 
wanted  to  have  us  tell  you  that  right  now  homelessness  is  a very  big 
problem  for  those  who  live  in  Oglala.  Especially  so  since  the  tornado 
destroyed  approximately  a quarter  of  their  houses.  With  a population  of 
over  2,000  people  , they  only  had  about  400  homes.  They  have  instances  of 
3 or  4 families  living  in  a single  dwelling.  As  their  relatives  became 
homeless  from  the  tornado,  they  took  in  who  would  fit.  Sometimes  they  had 
to  split  up  families  so  they  would  all  have  shelter.  Any  kind  of 
assistance  regarding  homes  would  help  them  all  right  now.  With  winter 
coming  on  the  need  is  urgent.  Furniture  is  being  held  in  storage  in 
Denver  right  now  for  these  families,  since  they  have  no  homes  to  put  the 
furniture  in.  The  only  kind  of  shelter  that  was  provided  right  now  are 
some  RV's  that  would  fit  into  the  average  homes'  living  room. 

FEMA's  expectation  that  10  people  can  live  in  this  type  of  crowded 
conditions  is  unrealistic.  These  homes  appear  to  be  on  loan  for  18  months 
from  FEMAj  these  RV's  are  temporary  housing.  The  people  who  are  utilizing 
this  temporary  shelter  do  not  know  what  will  happen  to  them  after  the  18 
months  have  passed. 

Some  suggestions  are  log  home  kits  and  homes  built  from  tires.  If  anyone 


has  expertise  in  these  areas  and  would  like  to  help,  in  any  way,  please 
contact  us  immediately. 

A woman  from  Oglala  wrote  us  this 

"We  still  don't  know  what  they  are  going  to  do  after  18  months. 

When  we  ask,  we  receive  a different  answer  each  time.  The  original  plan 
was  to  surplus  the  trailers  to  the  State  of  South  Dakota  who  would  then 
surplus  them  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  who  would  then  surplus  them 
to  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  who  would  then  surplus  them  to  the  people  who 
are  living  in  them.  Then  FEMA  said  they  would  offer  them  for  sale  to  the 
people  who  were  still  living  in  them  after  one  year.  Then  they  said  they 
wanted  the  Oglala  Sioux  Housing  Authority  to  own  the  trailers  and  be  the 
landlord  of  these  trailers.  They  would  then  rent  the  trailers  out. 
Unfortunately,  many  of  the  people  who  need  them  are  on  a very  limited 
fixed  income  who  couldn't  afford  to  pay  rent.  This  is  still  being 
discussed,  argued,  and  changed  again  and  again.  When  we  hear  something 
concrete,  I will  relay  the  information  on  to  you.  In  the  end,  what  is  to 
stop  the  FEMA  people  from  coming  into  Oglala  and  simply  taking  the 
trailers  back  after  18  months.  Legally,  they  can  do  that  as  their  policy 
is  to  provide  emergency,  temporary  shelter  for  18  months.  One  good  thing 
has  come  from  all  of  this  chaos,  we  now  have  a trailer  park  that  can 
accommodate  100  trailers.  Before,  when  someone  wanted  to  set  up  a 
trailer,  it  meant  buying  a septic  tank  system  which  runs  up  to  $3,000.00 
to  install,  waiting  for  a hook-up  to  the  water  line  which  could  take  up 
to  a year  and  finally  electricity  hook-up  which  couldn't  happen  until  you 
had  the  water  hook-up.  Then  you  were  responsible  for  the  road  to  your 
house  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  it.  We  do  realize  these  are  not  new 
trailers.  At  this  time,  we  believe  that  anything  will  help  alleviate  the 
housing  shortage.  We  do  still  have  people  who  are  living  in  tents.  We 
have  people  who  are  still  living  in  one-room  log  cabins  with  no  indoor 
plumbing,  water  or  electricity.  We  still  have  people  who  are  living  in 
HUD  units  that  are  not  repaired.  One  instance  is  a woman  is  living  in  a 
unit  whose  ceiling  has  caved  in.  In  the  second  week  of  Dune  when  they 
were  fixing  the  roofs  of  these  houses,  the  repairman  fell  through  her 
roof  and  ceiling  ending  up  on  her  bedroom  floor.  The  roof  was  repaired 
but  her  ceiling  still  has  a gaping  hole  where  the  fiberglass  insulation 
is  falling  through.  She  has  a small  child  with  asthma  so  I advised  her  to 
move  out  as  I believe  it  is  endangering  his  life  but  there  is  nowhere  for 
her  to  go.  There  is  simply  no  more  room  anywhere  so  she  continues  to  live 
there.  There  are  many  other  instances  like  this  here  in  Oglala.  Many  of 
the  houses  that  were  severely  damaged  still  have  people  living  in  them  as 
there  is  no  place  to  put  them.  The  testimony  can  go  on  and  on.  This  is 
why  we  are  asking  for  help." 

The  need  for  funding  for  transportation  for  these  mobile  homes  is  urgent, 
please  help  us 

We  are  thrilled  to  tell  you  that  now  you  can  give  someone  a new  home.  The 
cost  of  the  mobile  home  transportation  has  been  made  affordable  by  some 
very  generous  companies...  the  price  is  now  $595.00  per  home  to  take  it  the 
reservation . 

Please  note  that  this  is  a tax  deductible  donation! 

We  have  also  been  given  the  services  of  a pilot  car  driver  once  a month, 
to  help  guide  these  homes  to  their  new  owners. 

To  see  photos  of  the  tornado  damage  in  Oglala,  please  check  out  website 
at  http://www.pathwaystospirit.org 

The  photos  are  courtesy  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Tribal  Council  . 

"RE : TNAT  Starting  Up  Again/Thanks  for  Support"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Oct  1999  09:19:58  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Subj : TNAT  starting  up  again;  thanks  for  support! 


(The  following  message  is  probably  far  too  long,  and  I wish  that  I could 
send  each  supporter  a personal  message.  Also,  I am  very  embarrassed 
to  ask  for  donations,  but  it  is  the  only  way  we  can  get  started 
again.  Thank  you  for  passing  this  message  on  to  others!!!  loe  Winter) 

Please  pass  this  on  to  your  friends  and  readers.  In  response  to  the 
tremendous  outpouring  of  support,  with  hundreds  of  letters,  email 
messages,  petitions,  and  phone  calls  made  on  behalf  of  TNAT  - The 
Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  - I 
have  started  the  program  up  again,  but  with  a new  name  and  address.  It  is 
now  called  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  PLANT  COOPERATIVE  (NAPC)  which  reflects  its 
broader  purpose,  of  providing  many  different  kinds  of  medicinal  plants  to 
Native  Americans  who  need  them,  not  just  traditional  tobacco.  We  still 
have  a traditional  tobacco  seed  bank,  tobacco  health  education  program, 
and  tobacco  leaf  gift  program,  but  we  also  have  several  hundred  other 
medicinal  plants,  that  we  can  provide  to  Native  Americans  who  need  them 
for  healing,  prayers,  ceremonies  and  related  purposes.  Also,  our  many 
donors  have  provided  us  with  a lot  of  other  items,  such  as  bison  and  elk 
hides,  parrot  and  other  feathers,  beads,  porcupine  quills,  sinew  and  many 
other  things  that  are  useful  for  those  in  need,  especially  in  prisons  and 
rehab  programs  where  access  is  limited. 

So  here  is  our  new  address;  we  do  not  yet  have  a phone  number,  though  I 
can  still  be  reached  at  my  work  number  - 505-277-5853  and  this  email 
address.  We  need  your  continued  support!  We  are  starting  out  with  a 
balance  of  0 in  our  bank  account,  and  while  we  have  enough  stamps  to 
provide  plants  to  member  groups  for  about  2 weeks,  we  need  many  things 
that  the  university  previously  provided,  and  that  now  cost  money  that  we 
don't  have,  e.g.,  post  office  box,  phone  line,  copying  costs,  FAX  line, 
web  page,  email  address,  and  the  many  many  other  things  required  to  set  up 
and  maintain  a private,  not-for-profit  cooperative. 

So  please  send  us  your  donations  and  support,  so  we  can  get  back  on  our 
feet.  Also,  please  consider  joining  our  volunteer-based  cooperative,  which 
provides  all  member  groups,  each  month,  with  as  much  traditional  tobacco 
as  they  need,  along  with  sage,  cedar,  sweetgrass,  and  a different 
educational  set  each  month,  and  one  other  medicinal  plant  or  other  donated 
item  from  our  catalogs  of  plants,  educational  materials,  and  related  items 
(such  as  prisoner-made  arts  and  crafts).  Additional  plants,  educational 
sets,  and  other  items  can  be  purchased  for  a small  price,  and  we  have  many 
books,  posters,  videos,  Huichol  and  Tarahumara  crafts  and  art, 
prisoner-made  arts  and  crafts,  and  other  things  available  at  a very 
low  cost.  Finally,  we  still  provide  traditional  tobacco  seeds  and  a small 
amount  of  Blessing  tobacco,  in  return  only  for  postage  costs  (three  .33 
cents  stamps  or  $1.00).  You  do  not  have  to  be  a member  to  receive  the 
seeds  and  gift  tobacco.  However,  as  a cooperative  member  you  will  receive 
many  benefits. 

Initial  membership  in  the  cooperative  is  only  $15.00,  with  a flat  monthly 
rate  of  $7.50  thereafter,  payable  in  money,  stamps,  arts  and  crafts, 
volunteer  work,  contributing  traditional  tobacco  and  other  plants,  making 
gifts,  and  the  many  other  things  that  the  cooperative  will  depend  on.  In 
other  words,  for  only  a little  bit  of  effort  or  a little  money,  you  can  be 
part  of  an  important  cooperative  that  helps  thousands  of  brothers  and 
sisters  in  need,  not  only  in  prisons  but  in  many  other  limited  access 
facilities  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

So  here  is  the  new  address: 

Native  American  Plant  Cooperative 
P.O.Box  36749 
Albuquerque  NM  87176 

Please  consider  donating  support  or  even  joining  NAPC!  Donations  of  $15.00 
or  more  cover  the  basic  cooperative  enrollment  fee.  For  the  time  being, 
checks  and  money  orders  have  to  be  made  out  in  my  name,  since  we  do  not 
yet  have  our  not-for  profit  status,  tax  ID  # and  all  of  the  other 
bureaucratic  stuff  we  have  to  go  through.  Also,  there  are  many  many 
challenges  ahead  of  us,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  upcoming  Bureau  of 


Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  determination  of  whether  or  not  our  Blessing 
Tobacco  constitutes  "tobacco"  in  the  legal  sense.  But  with  your  help,  we 
can  overcome  this  and  many  other  obstacles.  Thank  you!!! 

Doe  Winter 

Director,  Native  American  Plant  Cooperative 
Phone:  505-277-5853 
FAX:  505-277-6726 
email : jwinter@unm.edu 

"RE : Pact  Would  Give  More  Water  to  Indians"  

Date:  Sat,  09  Oct  1999  05:59:53  GMT 
From:  "AliceFI"  <AliceH@gte.net> 

Subj : Pact  approved  to  cut  federal  CAP  bill 

Board's  deal  also  would  give  more  water  to  Indians 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

http : //www. azcentral . com/ news/1008cap . shtml 

Pact  approved  to  cut  federal  CAP  bill 

Board's  deal  also  would  give  more  water  to  Indians 

By  Shaun  McKinnon 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Oct.  8,  1999 

A plan  to  reduce  Arizona's  bill  for  the  $4.7  billion  Central  Arizona 
Project  Canal  in  exchange  for  water  to  help  federal  officials  settle  Indian 
water  disputes  won  easy  approval  Thursday  from  the  CAP  governing  board. 

Under  the  proposal,  which  would  end  Arizona's  5-year-old  lawsuit  against 
the  federal  government,  the  state  would  repay  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
$1.65  billion  for  building  the  canal,  about  $700  million  less  than  the 
bureau  wanted. 

And  Arizona  would  give  the  federal  government  nearly  half  the  Colorado 
River  water  delivered  by  the  canal;  enough,  state  officials  hope,  to  satisfy 
ancestral  claims  by  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community,  the  Tohono  O'odom 
Nation  and  other  tribes. 

Annually,  1.5  million  acre-feet  of  water  from  the  Colorado  River  is 
delivered  via  the  336-mile  canal  to  cities  in  Maricopa,  Pinal  and  Pima 
counties . 

The  Central  Arizona  Water  Conservation  District,  run  by  15  elected 
Arizonans,  voted  to  approve  the  deal,  13-1.  The  district  now  will  file  the 
proposal  with  a federal  judge  in  Phoenix,  where  the  lawsuit  is  pending.  Some 
response  is  then  anticipated  from  the  federal  government,  which  still 
opposes  some  details,  including  a limit  on  the  amount  of  water  available  to 
the  federal  government. 

Mark  Lewis  of  Maricopa  County  opposed  the  deal,  and  several  other  board 
members  voiced  concerns. 

"I  consider  this  a weasel  trap,"  said  3im  Flartdegen,  Pinal  County's 
representative.  "We're  putting  our  chips  on  the  table  so  we  can  see  the 
feds'  hand  and  then  see  how  fast  they  can  weasel  out  of  it." 

The  proposal  would  settle  the  issue  of  how  much  Arizona  owes  the  federal 
government  for  building  the  CAP  Canal.  Federal  officials  wanted  Arizona  to 
repay  $2.33  billion  of  the  $4.7  billion  cost.  Arizona  sued  over  the  amount, 
claiming  the  state  should  not  be  responsible  for  federal  cost  overruns.  A 
federal  judge  has  already  ruled  that  Arizona  shouldn't  have  to  pay  more  than 
$1.78  billion. 

The  proposed  settlement  could  turn  into  a windfall  for  taxpayers  in  the 
three  counties  served  by  the  CAP.  Currently,  property  owners  in  those 
counties  pay  10  cents  per  $100  valuation  for  CAP  repayment  costs. 

Although  the  proposed  agreement  does  not  directly  address  Indian  water 
claims,  one  key  condition  is  settlement  of  the  disputes.  To  help  that 
process,  the  CAP  would  support  giving  federal  officials  an  additional 
200,000  acre-feet  a year  of  water.  An  acre-foot  is  about  326,000  gallons. 

Indian  tribes  and  the  federal  government  now  control  more  than  400,000 
acre-feet . 


Shaun  McKinnon  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7116  or  at  shaun.mckinnon@pni.com 

"RE : Campbell  on  BIA  Trust  Accounts"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:46:34  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  09-30-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

By  Bill  McAllister 
c.  Denver  Post 
Sept.  26,  1999 

WASFIINGTON  - No  sooner  had  he  finished  a hearing  Wednesday  on  the 
Interior  Department's  much-maligned  Indian  trust  accounts,  than  Sen.  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  was  off  to  the  races. 

Actually,  it  was  a charity  race,  one  in  which  members  of  Congress  drive  a 
miniature  race  car  around  a small  track  at  the  foot  of  Capitol  Hill . The 
object:  Get  the  best  time  on  the  course. 

Each  lawmaker  who  dared  put  the  pedal  to  the  metal  was  assured  a $500 
donation  from  Kmart  Corp.  for  his  or  her  favorite  charity,  and  the 
legislators  with  the  10  best  times  were  promised  an  additional  $1,500. 

As  he  waited  for  his  ride,  Campbell  and  his  aides  munched  on  barbecue  and 
talked  about  the  prospects  for  the  legislation.  The  senator,  who  is  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  had  just  clashed  with  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  over  his  proposals  and  he  was  mindful  of  how 
strongly  the  Clinton  administration  had  resisted. 

"Since  the  Bureau  (of  Indian  Affairs)  opposes  it,  I'd  say  it's  pretty 
slim,"  he  said.  "But  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  They  (the  BIA)  actually 
are  not  capable  of  straightening  up  that  mess. 

"But  they  don't  want  to  give  up  the  turf.  They  don't  want  to  give  up  any 
decision-making  authority  to  an  outside  entity.  But  that's  what  they  ought 
to  be  doing  to  get  it  straightened  out." 

The  result,  many  here  expect,  is  that  the  Clinton  administration  probably 
will  continue  with  its  plan  to  revamp  the  trust  accounts.  As  Campbell  put 
it.  Babbitt  and  his  staff  are  certain  to  keep  pleading  with  the  lawmakers 
and  Indians  to  "trust  us." 

And  Campbell  and  other  Indian  activists  are  likely  to  continue  questioning 
the  process  in  Congress. 

The  BIA's  most  significant  challenge,  however,  is  likely  to  come  from  U.S. 
District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  in  Washington.  The  judge  already  has  fined 
government  officials  more  than  $600,000  for  their  handling  of  a class-action 
lawsuit  filed  by  the  Boulder-based  Native  Americans  Right  Fund.  The  Colorado 
group  has  alleged  massive  mismanagement  by  the  BIA,  and  Lamberth  has  been 
receptive  to  their  arguments,  accusing  Interior  of  "a  shocking  pattern  of 
deception  of  the  court." 

The  standoff  in  Campbell's  hearing  room  didn't  surprise  some  of  the  Native 
Americans  the  senator  had  called  as  witnesses. 

"This  scenario  goes  on  and  goes  on,"  Joseph  Tillman,  a chief  of  Oklahoma's 
Osage  Tribe,  told  Campbell.  Tillman  added  that  he  shares  the  senator's 
misgivings  about  the  BIA's  approach  to  resolving  the  trust  issues.  As 
Tillman  put  it:  "The  fox  is  guarding  the  henhouse  once  again." 

Speaking  of  that  charity  race,  called  the  Capitol  Hill  Challenge,  Campbell 
finished  63rd  out  of  144  lawmakers  with  a time  of  29.29  seconds. 

Of  the  four  members  of  the  Colorado  delegation  who  participated,  only  Rep. 

Bob  Schaffer,  R-Fort  Collins,  broke  into  the  top  10.  Fie  finished  ninth  with 
a time  of  24.04. 

Rep.  Scott  Mclnnis,  R-Grand  Junction,  came  in  27th  with  a time  of  26.40  and 
Rep.  Mark  Udall,  D-Boulder,  was  33rd  with  a time  of  26.85. 

Schaffer's  $2,000  prize  will  go  to  the  SFIOUT  program  in  Greeley.  That's  an 
anti-smoking  group  whose  name  stands  for  "Stay  Flealthy  - Oppose  Using 
Tobacco. " 


Rep.  Tom  Tancredo,  R-Littleton,  announced  last  week  that  he  has  signed  up 
for  the  Citizens  Legislators  Caucus,  a newly  formed  group  of  13  House 
Republicans  and  one  Democrat  who  have  agreed  to  limit  their  time  in 
Congress . 

"Term  limits  has  a tendency  to  keep  you  focused  and  helps  you  avoid  getting 
caught  up  in  the  heady  atmosphere  of  Congress,"  the  freshman  lawmaker  said 
in  a statement.  Tancredo  last  year  pledged  to  serve  no  more  than  three 
two-year  terms. 

"I  would  liken  term  limits  to  the  practice  in  Rome  when  victorious  generals 
were  paraded  into  the  city  to  the  accolades  of  the  crowd.  A servant  would 
have  to  ride  in  the  chariot  along  with  Caesar  and,  while  holding  a laurel 
above  Caesar's  head,  whisper  "all  fame  is  fleeting." 

Next  time  you  spot  Tancredo  riding  in  a parade,  you'll  know  what  the  guy 
next  to  him  is  saying. 

Sen.  Wayne  Allard,  R-Colo.,  had  a good  word  to  say  recently  about  a member 
of  the  Clinton  cabinet.  He  dashed  off  a letter  of  praise  to  Energy 
Secretary 

Bill  Richardson  for  an  agreement  he  signed  with  four  states. 

The  agreement  with  the  governors  of  Colorado,  Tennessee,  Washington  and 
South  Carolina  should  help  ensure  that  the  former  Rocky  Flats  nuclear 
weapons  plant  is  cleaned  up  by  the  scheduled  date  of  2006,  Allard  said.  The 
senator  added  a hand-written  "Good  work!"  to  the  letter  he  sent  to  the 
energy  secretary. 

"RE : Tribes  Want  More  Say  in  Yellowstone"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Oct  1999  18:41:13  GMT 
From:  ferry@mscd . edu 

Subj : Tribes  want  more  say  in  Yellowstone  park 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Go  To: 

http : //database . newswest . com/ cgi- 

bin/T3CGI . exe/bdc/bdcNews .taf ?function=detail&Local_uidl=20378 
Headline: 

By  SCOTT  McMILLION 
10/07/1999  12:00:00  AM. 

Tribes  want  more  say  in  park 

MAMMOTH  HOT  SPRINGS,  Wyo.  --  American  Indians  want  a stronger  voice  in 
the  management  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  its  resources, 
representatives  of  several  tribes  said  here  Wednesday. 

Nineteenth  century  treaties  with  at  least  seven  tribes  grant  their 
members  certain  rights  within  the  park,  including  the  right  to  hunt  on 
traditional  grounds,  said  Tim  Wapato,  executive  director  of  the 
InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative. 

"Some  are  interested  in  reinstating  a subsistence  hunt,"  which  would  be 
conducted  under  regulations  to  be  negotiated,  Wapato  said. 

He  was  addressing  the  National  Park  Service  in  the  latest  of  a series 
of  meetings  between  the  agency  and  the  tribes  in  a year-long  effort  to 
deal  with  each  other  on  a "government-to-government"  basis. 

Hunting  in  Yellowstone  is  illegal  for  everybody,  whether  they  belong  to 
a tribe  with  treaty  rights  or  not,  said  Marv  lensen,  the  park's 
assistant  superintendent.  Anybody  caught  doing  it  faces  citations  or 
arrest . 

If  the  tribes  want  to  change  that,  they  should  approach  Congress,  he 
said.  But  they  should  also  expect  a fight  from  the  Park  Service,  he 
warned . 

"I  think  we  as  an  agency  would  come  out  in  opposition,"  he  said.  "There 
should  be  preserves  like  Yellowstone  for  all  people,  whether  they're 
natives  or  non-natives." 

Wapato  said  the  tribes  seek  a limited  and  regulated  hunt,  one  that  is 
done  away  from  crowds  and  cameras. 

Hunting  in  the  park  is  only  one  issue,  however. 


Since  tribes  have  treaty  rights  in  the  park,  their  representatives 
should  be  given  a formal  voice  in  decision  making  over  things  like 
bison  management,  said  lames  Holt  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe,  one  nation 
that  asserts  rights  in  the  park. 

"You  have  to  make  allowances  for  Indian  people  that  are  consistent  with 
the  treaties,"  Holt  said. 

Hunting  by  natives  is  allowed  by  some  national  parks  in  Alaska.  Holt 
pointed  out  that  national  forests  surrounding  his  reservation  in  Idaho 
recognize  Nez  Perce  hunting  and  fishing  rights. 

The  Salish/Kootenai  tribes  have  similar  hunting  rights  in  some  national 
forests  in  western  Montana,  said  Mike  Durglo,  a member  of  that  tribe's 
elected  council. 

"They  introduced  wolves  here,"  he  said.  "How  come  they  can't 
reintroduce  Indians?  They  were  an  essential  part  of  that  balance." 

Much  of  the  discussion  centered  around  bison  issues. 

ITBC  wants  surplus  bison,  ones  that  are  declared  free  of  the  disease 
brucellosis,  to  be  distributed  to  its  member  tribes  and  has  issued  a 
plan  for  long-term  bison  management. 

lensen  said  the  ITBC  plan  and  the  preferred  alternative  in  an 
environmental  impact  statement  being  written  by  Montana  and  federal 
agencies  "are  not  really  that  far  apart." 

Both  would  set  caps  on  bison  numbers  at  about  3,000  animals,  establish 
a quarantine  facility,  allow  bison  more  room  outside  the  park  and 
possibly  allow  for  some  hunting  outside  the  park. 

Wapato  said  the  tribes  want  a stronger  role  in  the  creation  of  that 
EIS.  Some  tribes  want  official  "cooperator"  status  like  other 
government  agencies,  he  said. 

Right  now  their  input  on  the  EIS  is  considered  about  the  same  way  as 
that  of  the  general  public,  he  said. 

Only  the  emissaries  of  tribes  officially  recognized  by  the  federal 
government  should  have  a seat  at  the  table,  Wapato  said,  and  not  "self- 
appointed"  representatives  of  Indians. 

Otherwise,  "you  are  dragging  somebody  off  the  street  and  disrespecting 
federally  recognized  tribes,"  he  said. 

lensen  said  the  Park  Service  is  willing  to  talk  with  tribal  emissaries, 
but  there  are  a number  of  questions  and  problems  involved  in  figuring 
out  an  official  role  for  the  tribes. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  tribes  that  assert  treaty  rights  in  the  park, 
archaeologists  have  found  evidence  of  21  tribes  that  inhabited  the  park 
in  the  past.  And  80  tribes  from  across  the  country  have  asserted  an 
interest  in  the  park's  bison,  which  carry  a religious  and  social 
significance  for  many  tribes. 

While  officials  in  Yellowstone  want  to  work  with  tribes,  and  meet  with 
them  more  often  than  they  meet  with  other  interest  groups,  asserting 
treaty  rights  in  general  is  "an  issue  that  would  be  beyond  our  ability 
at  this  level  to  deal  with,"  lensen  said. 

ITBC  chairman  Louis  LaRose  said  the  tribes  are  deeply  committed  to 
being  involved  in  Yellowstone  bison  management  and  to  returning  the 
animals  to  reservations.  They  will  carry  the  issue  to  Washington,  D.C., 
he  said. 

"They  are  going  to  work  at  carry  out  out  that  vision  until  they  die," 
he  said  of  tribal  bison  advocates.  "They'll  do  anything  they  can  to 
help  that  vision  come  true." 
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Yaquis  drop  effort  to  create  a tiny  enclave  in  Guadalupe 


GUADALUPE  (AP)  - Southern  Arizona's  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  has  dropped  its 
bid  for  trust  status  for  land  it  owns  within  this  small  town,  ending  a move 
opponents  said  would  have  created  a tiny  nation  inside  Guadalupe. 

"Let  me  tell  you,  it  was  great  news,"  Mayor  Frances  Osuna  said  of  the 
certified  letter  he  received  Friday  that  notified  him  of  the  tribe's 
decision . 

The  Pascua  Yaquis  own  23  acres  inside  Guadalupe  on  which  they  planned  to 
build  91  homes  and  a medical  clinic.  Guadalupe,  a town  of  about  5,400 
residents,  was  founded  by  Yaquis.  Osuna  is  a tribal  member  but  opposed  the 
trust  status. 

"I  couldn't  believe  it,"  he  said  of  the  withdrawal  notice.  "It's 
wonderful . " 

Trust  status  would  have  given  the  tribe  control  of  that  enclave.  The  Town 
Council  opposed  the  proposition  on  grounds  that  it  would  lose  taxing,  zoning 
and  safety  authority. 

Tribal  Chairman  Benito  Valencia  said  in  the  letter  that  the  petition  for 
trust  status  was  dropped  because  negotiations  were  making  no  progress. 

"Regrettably,  our  good-faith  efforts  have  been  met  by  animosity  and 
willful  ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  interested 
parties,"  Valencia  wrote. 

Town  Manager  Luis  Gonzales  said  he  was  glad  to  see  the  dispute  end,  in 
part  because  the  $100,000  the  town  spent  on  the  battle  already  was  money 
Guadalupe  really  couldn't  afford  to  spend. 
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Language  Near  Death 
Randy  Krehbiel 

Sapulpa  - Mose  Cahwee's  business  card  is  eloquently  brief. 

"Mose  Cahwee, " it  reads.  "Euchee." 

That's  what  Mose  Cahwee  is. 

That's  what  he  does. 

For  more  than  30  years,  ever  since  an  oil-field  accident  left  him 
disabled,  Cahwee  has  tried  to  collect  what's  left  of  his  people,  the 
Euchees,  a tribe  of  Indians  that  in  theory  has  not  existed  for  almost 
200  years. 

And  yet  does. 

The  bookshelves  and  drawers  of  the  filing  cabinet  in  Cahwee's  tiny 
office  are  wedged  tight  with  albums  of  old  photographs  and  folders  and 
notebooks  full  of  documents  and  newspaper  clippings  that  are  carefully 
preserved  in  plastic  covers. 

There  are  copies  of  the  Euchee  Mission  School  rolls  going  to  1913;  an 
old  composition  book,  containing  membership  records,  many  in  the 
Muscogee  Creek  language,  of  Sapulpa 's  first  church;  audio  tapes,  dozens 
of  them,  some  so  old  Cahwee  is  afraid  to  play  them  for  fear  they  will 
fall  apart,  all  in  Euchee.  Among  them  is  a 1 1/2  hour  recording  that 
Cahwee's  101  year  old  father  made  on  his  deathbed. 

Cahwee  opens  a small  leather  case  and  takes  out  the  sash  he  wears  to 
the  powwows  and  the  stomp  dance  grounds,  and  on  it  are  the  medals.  From 
Normandy.  From  St.  Lo.  From  the  Falaise  and  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge. 

The  silver  stars.  The  ribbon  British  Field  Marshal  Montgomery  pinned  on 
him  and  his  comrades  in  the  146th  Combat  Engineers  and  the  medal  given 
him  50  years  later  by  the  people  of  France. 

It  is  all  there.  Pieces  of  himself.  Pieces  of  the  past. 

It  is  not  enough. 


Having  helped  save  the  French  and  the  British  and  the  nation  of  his 
birth,  the  question  now  is  whether  Cahwee  and  a few  others  can  save  the 
nation  of  his  ancestors. 

"We  Euchees  are  still  here/'  he  likes  to  say,  but  the  historians  and 
ethnologists  who  have  for  centuries  been  trying  to  write  off  the  Euchees 
may  eventually  be  right  if  something  doesn't  happen  soon. 

Only  a handful  like  Mose  Cahwee,  elderly  Euchees  fluent  in  a language 
that  is  unlike  any  other  known  to  man,  are  left.  University  of  Tulsa 
anthropology  professor  Richard  Grounds  says  that  'you  could  easily  fit 
all  of  them  into  a minivan." 

So  it  is  with  a sense  of  urgency  that  Grounds,  himself  of  Euchee  and 
Seminole  ancestry,  is  trying  to  help  Cahwee  and  some  of  the  others  who 
want  to  leave  a legacy  of  more  than  photo  albums  and  tape  recordings. 

They  meet  on  Wednesdays.  Cahwee  is  81.  Henry  Washburn  is  75.  A 
half-dozen  or  so  children  and  an  equal  number  of  adults  gather  around  as 
they  talk  about  the  old  ways,  in  the  old  language.  Grounds,  who  is 
diligently  trying  to  learn  Euchee  himself,  provides  visual  aids. 

It  is  not  an  easy  second  language.  Euchee,  is  what  linguists  call  an 
isolate,  meaning  it  has  no  apparent  relationship  to  any  other  language 
or  language  family.  The  grammatical  structure  is  awkward  for  English 
speakers  and  like  many  Indian  languages  it  is  more  spatially  oriented. 

There  are  no  books  or  dictionaries  of  the  Euchee  language  except  for 
a 90  year  old  ethnography  by  a man  named  Speck  and  a group  of  stories 
collected  during  the  1920 's  by  a German  missionary  named  Gunter  Wagner. 
Grounds  says  those  are  virtually  useless. 

"We  don't  want  to  preserve  what  was,"  he  said.  "We  want  to  preserve 
what  is." 

So  there  are  only  Cahwee  and  Washburn  and  a few  others. 

"I  was  told  when  I was  just  a kid  that  I needed  to  learn  this 
language,"  said  Washburn.  "I  had  no  idea  I'd  ever  be  trying  to  teach 
it . " 

In  his  youth,  said  Washburn,  the  language  was  commonly  spoken  in  the 
remote  areas  of  Creek  County  where  many  Euchees  settled  and  eventually 
took  their  allotments.  But  then  came  contact  with  the  outside  world  and 
either  government  schools,  which  forbade  Indian  languages,  or  public 
schools,  where  no  one  else  spoke  them. 

Grounds  said  his  grandmother  'spoke  Euchee  every  day  of  her  life," 
but  her  experience  as  a teen-ager  in  boarding  school  'did  get  to  her 
mind.  She  didn't  want  my  father  to  go  through  the  pain  she  did.  The 
cultural  message  was  that  everything  about  them  was  wrong." 

"You  really  had  several  generations  at  the  middle  part  of  the  century 
who  did  not  pass  along  the  language  or  the  customs,"  he  said.  "Now 
we're  in  the  11th  hour." 

Some  sources  say  the  Euchees  (or  Yuchis,  as  some  prefer)  once 
numbered  in  the  tens  of  thousands,  living  mostly  along  the  Savannah 
River  in  Georgia.  According  to  legend,  they  were  the  first  inhabitants 
of  the  region  and  called  themselves  Tsoyaha  - The  Children  of  the  Sun. 

Ethnically  and  linguistically,  however,  they  were  orphans,  as 
different  from  their  Indian  neighbors  as  English  are  from  Finns. 

As  first  other  Indians  and  later  Europeans  moved  into  the  area,  the 
Euchees  found  themselves  squeezed.  Their  numbers  reduced  to  a few 
thousand  by  war  and  disease,  the  Euchees  were  incorporated  into  the 
confederation  of  Muscogee-speaking  bands  the  English  called  Creeks. 

According  to  one  story,  the  Euchees  entered  the  confederation  as 
slaves  after  being  defeated  in  war.  Whatever  the  case  by  the  early 
1800s  authoritative  sources  already  referred  to  the  Euchees  as 
"extinct . " 

But  they  were  not.  Living  together  in  their  own  communities,  the 
Euchees  maintained  a distinct  identity  within  Creek  culture. 

Cahwee  sys  he  remembers  the  morning  his  grandfather  took  him  into  the 
woods  surrounding  their  home  near  Blue  Bell,  north  of  Kellyville  and 
gave  him  his  first  lesson  in  Euchee  herbal  medicine. 

"He  said,  'This  was  given  to  me  by  my  grandfather  when  I was  about 
your  age,  and  now  I will  tell  you, ' " Cahwee  said. 

In  1926,  when  Cahwee  was  8 years  old,  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 


agent  came  to  take  him  to  the  Euchee  Mission  school  in  Sapulpa. 

"My  grandmother  took  me  in  another  room  and  said,  'Do  you  want  to 
go?'  I said,  'No,  but  I might  learn  something,  so  I'll  go.'  She  agreed 
to  sign  the  papers  then,  but  she  couldn't  really  sign  them,  so  she  made 
a thumbprint." 

"My  grandpa  told,  'When  you  go  to  school,  they'll  make  you  forget  the 
Euchee  language.  They'll  make  you  forget  everything  we've  taught  you.'" 

But  he  did  not,  and  thought  over  the  years  he  rarely  spoke  those 
things,  he  did  not  forget  them,  either. 

"My  grandpa  and  grandma  would  tell  me  all  what  used  to  go  on,"  Cahwee 
said.  "They  said,  'You  listen.  All  these  things  have  passed  away, 
except  for  the  words.'  " 

Two  of  his  youngest  pupils,  sisters  Dawn  and  Heather  Brown,  say  it's 
"cool  speaking  Indian  language."  Their  deceased  grandfather  spoke 
Euchee,  they  said  and  their  grandmother  "knows  a whole  bunch." 

"We  would  like  to  learn  it  to  teach  our  children,"  said  Dawn. 

Randy  Krehbiel,  World  Staff  Writer  can  be  reached  at  918-581-8365  or  via 
e mail  at  randy.krehbiel@tulsaworld.com  20 
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Tribe  receives  grants  for  library 
c.  Shawnee  News  Star 
October  14,  1999 

The  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  has  received  two  grants  to  support  its  tribal 
library. 

The  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  has  offered  the  Stroud-based 
tribe  a $4,500  basic  grant  and  a $2,000  technical  assistance  grant.  The 
basic  and  technical  grants  are  awarded  to  all  eligible  libraries  that  apply. 

The  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  services  awarded  $998,500  in  grants  to 
enhance  library  services  to  Native  Americans.  The  Native  American  Library 
Service  program  provides  opportunities  for  improved  library  services  to  an 
often  underserved  part  of  the  nation's  community  of  library  users. 
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Churches,  O'odham  meet  to  promote  Rio  Nuevo  plan 

By  Hanna  Miller 

The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

Members  of  four  South  Tucson  churches  and  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  met 
yesterday  morning  at  Tucson's  birthplace  to  promote  their  vision  of  Tucson's 
future . 

The  event,  sponsored  by  the  Pima  County  Interfaith  Council,  blended 
religious  ceremony  with  a political  demonstration  on  behalf  of  the  Rio  Nuevo 
proposal  on  November's  ballot. 

Event  organizers  hope  passage  of  the  proposal,  an  ambitious  downtown 
redevelopment  plan,  will  ensure  the  creation  of  Rancho  Chuk-shon.  They 
describe  Rancho  Chuk-shon  as  a multicultural  education  center  intended  to 


preserve  the  area's  Native  American  heritage. 

Westside  residents,  eager  to  take  advantage  of  new  jobs,  want  the  center 
built  at  the  base  of  "A"  Mountain,  a scrubby  desert  area  south  of  South 
Mission  Road  where  some  of  Tucson's  first  inhabitants  lived. 

The  city  hasn't  promised  to  build  the  center,  but  rally  organizer  Mike 
Wilson  said  he  thinks  its  construction  is  a certainty  if  the  measure  wins 
approval . 

"Native  people  have  lived  here  for  3,000  years,"  Wilson  said.  "We  want 
the  center  to  be  right  here  to  bring  economic  development  to  the  westside, 
but  before  we  build  on  this  sacred  soil,  we  have  to  ask  for  forgiveness  for 
desecrating  Mother  Earth." 

Catholic,  Methodist  and  Tohono  O'odham  spiritual  leaders  took  turns 
leading  the  crowd  of  more  than  200  in  prayer.  Four  Tohono  O'Odham  tribe 
members  conducted  a purification  ceremony,  burning  incense  and  spreading 
water  on  the  ground. 

"We  ask  the  blessing  of  the  gods  in  all  four  directions,"  tribe  member 
Ron  Miguel  said,  waving  his  arm  north,  south,  east  and  west.  "We  take  water 
and  bless  the  ground." 

"This  area  has  been  desecrated,"  said  Daniel  Preston,  organizer  and 
vice-chairman  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  San  Xavier  district.  "There's  a 
landfill  on  top  of  my  ancestors.  We  have  to  say  a prayer  for  future 
generations . " 

Pima  County  Interfaith  Council  member  Brian  Flagg,  who  carried  an 
envelope  stuffed  with  fliers  and  occasionally  interrupted  speakers  with  a 
heartfelt  "Yeah!,"  said  yesterday's  ceremony  was  a prelude  to  another 
event  this  week. 

"This  meeting  is  entirely  connected  to  a meeting  Thursday  night  where  you 
can  be  eyeball  to  eyeball  with  the  candidates  for  mayor,"  Flagg  said. 

Candidates  for  mayor  and  City  Council  have  been  invited  to  meet  with  Pima 
County  Interfaith  Council  members  at  St.  Augustine  Cathedral,  192  S.  Stone 
Ave.,  Thursday  at  6:30  p.m.  to  discuss  a Barrio  preservation  plan.  Flagg 
said  the  public  is  welcome. 
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HEADLINE:  Halt  Churchill  project:  Innu:  Quebec  chiefs  want  land 
rights  compensated  in  power  deal 

Quebec's  Innu  chiefs  want  an  immediate  halt  to  development  of  the 
Churchill  Falls  hydroelectric  megaproject,  and  are  insisting  the 
federal  government  step  in  to  ensure  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  offer 
adequate  compensation  for  aboriginal  territorial  rights. 

Some  field  work  and  environmental  assessments  have  already  begun 
as  a prelude  to  the  project,  a joint  venture  of  the  Quebec  and 
Newfoundland  governments  to  harness  Labrador's  mighty  Churchill 
River. 

Innu  leaders  yesterday  said  they  are  ready  to  seek  a court  order 
preventing  further  development  on  the  $10-billion  project  unless 
the  governments  involved  produce  a treaty  within  60  days  spelling 
out  the  Innus'  ancestral  rights  to  land  surrounding  the  proposed 
dam. 

Construction  Delayed 


"The  point  is  to  ask  the  federal  government  to  intervene  so  we 
can  properly  defend  our  land  rights/'  said  Innu  lawyer  Armand 
McKenzie.  "It's  a fundamental  issue  in  Canada.  We  have  to  take 
this  very  seriously." 

Construction  of  the  Churchill  Falls  development  has  been  delayed 
by  wrangling  over  compensation  for  aboriginal  bands  who  live  in 
the  area,  and  by  disagreement  over  environmental  considerations. 

The  federal  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Department  had  no 
immediate  reaction  to  the  Innu  demands. 

Quebec  Native  Affairs  Minister  Guy  Chevrette  is  attending  a 
conference  in  Malaysia,  and  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  original  Churchill  Falls  dams  were  built  in  the  1960s,  and 
sparked  a long-running  feud  over  royalties  between  Quebec  City  and 
St.  lohn's,  a dispute  finally  resolved  last  summer. 

The  Innu  claim  that  several  ancestral  lands  and  burial  sites  were 
destroyed  by  the  initial  project. 

A scant  two  months  ago,  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  expressed 
optimism  that  a deal  could  be  signed  between  the  governments  and 
aboriginal  leaders  before  Christmas,  but  the  Innu  have  always 
maintained  that  no  development  can  take  place  if  it  doesn't 
involve  them. 

Now  the  Innu  say  they  are  ready  to  go  to  the  courts  to  make  sure 
the  development  goes  ahead  only  on  their  terms. 

"In  the  first  phase  of  the  Churchill  Falls  project  we  never  got 
any  compensation,  we  never  got  any  involvement,  they  never  asked 
our  consent  - we  don't  want  this  to  happen  again;  that's  the 
message,"  said  McKenzie. 

Though  five  Innu  nations  were  represented  at  yesterday's  press 
conference,  the  Labrador  Innu  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

That  can  partly  be  explained  by  the  more  genial  tone  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Newfoundland  government.  In  Quebec,  the  Innu 
have  complained  that  Flydro-Quebec  and  the  government  are  unwilling 
to  meet  their  terms. 

Target  Date  Is  2008 

"The  courts  have  been  clear,  we  have  a right  to  our  traditional 
lands,"  said  locelyn  Picard,  an  Innu  chief. 

If  completed  by  the  2008  target  date,  the  project  could  mean 
50,000  construction  and  engineering  jobs,  cheap  hydro  power  for 
the  island  of  Newfoundland  and  an  added  source  of  power  to  export 
to  the  United  States  or  Ontario. 

Dorothy  Guinan  of  the  Gazette  Quebec  Bureau  contributed  to  this 
report 
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The  View  from  the  Hogan  7 107  Days  till  the  final  solution 

Notes  from  Big  Mountain  (for  the  discerning  reader) 

Ya ' a 'tee 

First  off,  a point  of  terminology.  I have  been  instructed  to  avoid  usi 
the  word"HPL"  in  my  writing.  The  words  HPL,  3UA,  Navajo  Reservation,  etc 


etc  are  deeply  painful  and  offensive.  These  words  refer  to  lines  drawn  on 
maps  and  in  the  minds  of  those  in  Washington  ( and  their  followers).  They 
are  not  real,  they  divide  that  which  is  whole.  I will  refer  to  the  land 
where  these  words  are  being  written  as  The  Altar.  The  reasoning  is  this: 
Within  the  four  sacred  mountains  that  encompass  Navajo  land,  is  the  hogan 
for  the  Dineh  people.  When  a hogan  is  built  to  live  in,  it  is  a model  of 
this  Macrocosmic  Hogan.  This  is  why  Ceremonies  must  take  place  inside  a 
Hogan.  This  is  also  why  bulldozing  of  Hogans  is  such  an  abominable  and 
sacrilegious  crime.  Within  the  Ceremonial  Hogans  is  a space  used  for  an 
altar.  Within  the  Macrocosmic  Hogan  this  space  correlates  to  the  Big 
Mountain  area. 

We  hear  of  many  events  and  prayer  vigils  taking  place  in  the  first  week 
of  October  at  U.S.  Embassies  abroad  in  support  of  the  people  here  and 
against  the  continued  genocide.  To  all  of  you  who  have  worked  hard  at 
setting  up  these  events,  we  send  our  prayers  and  thanks,  as  well  as  to  all 
those  who  give  of  their  precious  time  to  attend  these  events.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  hearts  of  those  in  Washington  will  be  touched.  As  Sitting  Bull 
said  "As  individual  fingers  we  can  easily  be  broken,  but  all  together  we 
make  a mighty  fist." 

There  is  a good  letter  circulating  on  the  Net  from  "the  people  of  the 
land  known  as  America"  to  the  clowns  in  Washington,  contact  Beth  at 
isco@efn.org  and  ask  her  to  send  you  a copy.  If  you  like  what  it  says, 
then  you  just  send  Beth  your  name  and  address  and  it  will  get  appended. 

The  Men  In  Black  continue  to  visit  Paulines  land  on  a daily  basis.  They 
recently  stopped  at  the  site  of  this  past  summers  Education/Witness  camp, 
and  -horror  of  horrors-  they  discovered  a piece  of  soggy  cardboard 
approximately  one  foot  square,  and  a small  brown  bottle  that  at  one  point 
contained  ginger  beer.  Barely  able  to  contain  their  outrage,  many 
photographs  were  taken  of  the  offending  material,  and  they  rushed  back  to 
HQ  as  fast  as  possible.  Imagine  the  scene,  the  BIA  War  room,...  a group  of 
Very  Important  People  cluster  around  the  photos  trying  to  decide  what 
action  to  take  against  this  latest  outrage.  Smart  young  men  and  women 
stride  across  the  room  with  the  latest  satellite  images.  Presidential 
candidate  McPain  wants  the  Nuclear  Option,...  he's  just  about  fed  up  with 
these  inconvenient  Indians,  Wayne  Tulip,  The  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  tries 
desperately  to  talk  him  out  of  it,...  he's  worried  what  a nuclear  explosion 
will  do  to  the  grazing  for  his  friends  cows.  In  a corner,  Fedora  Lewis, 
the  Hopi  Goebbels,  is  not  so  sure,  . . . she  sees  a way  to  incorporate  the 
nuclear  motif  into  the  Casino  she  so  desperately  wants  to  build  in 
Hopiland.  In  the  end  they  settle  on  an  armed  convoy  composed  of  Hopi 
Rangers,  BIA  police,  US  marshalls.  County  Sheriffs,  FBI  and  ATF,  with  a 
couple  of  National  Guard  Helicopter  Gunships  for  back-up.  Maybe  I'm 
exaggerating  SLIGHTLY,  but  what  continues  to  take  place  here  is  a farce  on 
a hugely  criminal  level,  and  sometimes  I find  humor  to  be  my  only  defense 
against  absurdity. 

Meanwhile,  the  real  criminals,  the  BIA  impoundment  squads,  continue  to 
snatch  the  peoples  animals  even  though  there  is  more  grass  than  could  be 
consumed  by  flocks  ten  times  as  large.  Of  course  we  knew  they  were  coming 
because  the  roads  were  graded.  Normally  the  roads  we  travel  are  so  bad 
they  couldn't  be  classified  as  jeep  trails,  only  last  week  I had  to  rush  a 
woman  to  hospital  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  A 75  mile  journey  took  2 and 
a half  hours,  each  bump,  rut  and  pot  hole  slowing  us  down  and  causing  pain 
to  my  passenger.  But  when  the  BIA  need  to  come  in  on  a lightning  raid  to 
take  the  peoples  animals,  out  come  the  dozers  and  graders  to  give  them  a 
nice  smooth,  fast  ride.  Your  tax  dollars  hard  at  work.  What  may  not  be  at 
all  clear  to  y'all  out  there  is  that  this  is  all  executed  as  military 
operations,  these  are  para-military,  multi-agency  "squads"  whose  only  aim 
is  to  cause  fear  and  hardship.  Loaded  down  with  weapons  and  all  the  hi- 
tech  toys  money  can  by,  elders  who  are  alone  are  targeted.  The  following 
is  a quote  from  Big  Mountain  Newsletter. 

The  people  of  Big  Mountain  and  the  Joint  Use  Area  say  they  are  being 
terrorized . 

They  cite  jet  airplanes  flying  so  low  that  the  pilot  is  visible,  BIA 
trucks  cruising  the  Survival  Camp  and  the  peoples  hogans,  helicopters,  and 
the  apparent  sabotage  of  wells  and  windmills,  and  so  on. 


The  government  has  answers  for  most  of  the  charges,  saying  for  instance 
that  the  jet  flights  are  "routine"  training  patterns,  the  helicopters  are 
"surveying"  and  the  trucks  are  "conducting  a census".  The  government  says 
the  people  are  being  "over  dramatic"  in  their  reactions.  In  the  1960's 
these  same  people  said  that  they  were  attacked  with  poisonous  gases  from 
airplanes,  killing  their  livestock.  It  wasn't  until  years  later,  when  the 
white  citizenry  of  Globe,  Arizona,  received  a similar  attack,  that  the  U.S. 
admitted  it  had  been  using  2,4, 5-T,  an  incredibly  toxic  pesticide,  for 
"brush  control"  without  proper  safeguards. 

Even  if  the  latest  actions  are  in  fact  "routine",  the  question  remains 
why  all  of  these  activities  should  suddenly  escalate  in  the  few  months 
just  prior  to  the  Duly  deadline  for  Navajo  removal. 

The  governments  position  on  the  jet  flights  is  typical:  the  Air  Force 
insists  it  is  just  running  a normal  training  pattern  which  happens  to  pass 
directly  over  Big  Mountain.  Challenged  at  a recent  hearing  as  to  why  the 
flights  were  necessary,  and  whether  similar  flights  were  scheduled  over 
non-indian  communities,  the  Air  Force  declined  to  explain.  Spokespersons 
noted  that  it  would  not  change  the  flights  just  to  please  the  indians, 
regardless  of  ceremonies  or  other  problems  with  the  flights. 

Parents  claimed  the  flights  terrified  their  young  children  at  school  and 
literally  knocked  the  elderly  out  of  bed.  Religious  ceremonies  are  also 
disrupted  and  the  livestock  are  scattered  by  the  flights.  The  Air  Force 
admits  that  it  flies  as  low  as  400  feet. 

Bottom  line  is  that  these  Indian  people  are  being  subjected  to 
procedures  which  the  government  wouldn't  think  of  directing  towards  white 
communities.  In  this  case  the  people  under  attack  are  the  traditional 
Navajo  and  Hopi  people  of  the  Doint  Use  Area,  already  under  incredible 
pressure  due  to  12  years  of  implementation  of  the  Relocation  Act.  The 
result  is  terror. 

That  was  written  14  years  ago,  and  nothings  changed its  been  going 

on  the  whole  time  since,  and  the  view  from  the  Hogan  is  inescapable  that 
this  is  war,  low-intensity  maybe,  but  war  nonetheless. 

One  thing  I am  sure  of,  is  that  both  the  people  who  plan  this  campaign 
of  harassment  and  those  that  carry  it  out,  watch  waaay  too  much  TV. 

How  is  it  that  a war  against  Indians  has  been  and  is  still  being  fought 
on  this  continent  for  the  past  30  years,  and  most  people  are  only  just 
finding  out  about  it  now? 

So,  we  are  hurtling  towards  two  big  dates.  Danuary  1st,  2000  and 
February  1st,  2000. 

I find  it  hard  to  get  excited  about  the  Millenium,  some  Roman  dude,  way 
back  when,  decides  to  change  his  peoples  calendar  and  start  time  from  a 

new  date,  how  is  that  real?  And  anyway,  don't  most  people  know  that 

the  year  begins  on  November  1st? 

When  I think  of  Y2K,  my  first  reaction  is,  how  utterly  terrifying  it 
must  be,  to  live  in  a world  that  is  so  unstable  that  a couple  of  digits 
on  a silicon  chip  has  the  potential  to  bring  it  all  tumbling  down.  My 
second  thought  is  how  absurd  it  is,  that  here  on  the  Altar,  are  people  who 
have  the  knowledge,  skills,  and  most  importantly,  the  wisdom,  to  live 
without  an  infantile  dependence  on  the  Technostructure,  and  yet  the 
dominant  society  is  hell-bent  on  rubbing  out  these  people  rather  than 
listening  to  them  and  learning  from  them.  If,  in  a worst  case  scenario 
(barring  Nuclear  Winter),  the  technostructure  does  collapse,  then  we  here 
on  the  Altar  will  have  to  make  a few  minor  adjustments  to  our  lifestyle  ( 
though  as  I am  now  a cyber  -slut,  I'd  surely  miss  conversing  with  all  you 
good  folks  out  there),  but  overall  the  benefits  would  be  enormous.  The 
mine  will  close  down.  The  sky  will  be  free  of  huge,  noisy,  chunks  of  metal 
hurtling  towards  La  La  Land  with  Very  Important  People  on  board,  and  the 
Men  in  Black  will  cease  harassing  us  as  the  coal  will  be  worthless.  It 
would  be  my  guess  that  many  of  you  who  have  not  been  here  cannot  truly 
imagine  what  it  is  like  to  live  outside  of  the  Technostructure,  without 
electricity,  without  plumbing,  with  the  closest  small  store  20  miles  away, 
asphalt  road  30  miles  away,  telephone  36miles  away,  post  office  40+  miles 
away,  supermarket  74  miles  away.  The  people  here  have  never  had  these 
"amenities",...  in  what  I consider  a dumb  move,  the  U.S.  made  it  illegal 
for  the  people  to  "develop",  hoping  to  encourage  the  people  to  leave,  but 


what  its  caused  is  that  the  people  continued  with  a way  of  life  that  has 
changed  little  for  generations,  and  life  is  lived  in  a good  way,  depending 
on  those  most  basic  resources,  brains  and  bodies,  something  most  of  us 
have,  life  is  generous.  There  is  an  often  voiced  belief  "out  there"  that 
everybody  in  the  world  is  so  desperate  to  achieve  the  "American  way  of 
life",  but  I must  tell  you,  it  just  ain't  so.  A little  story  may  show 
this . 

Some  years  ago,  when  I was  living  with  my  Grandma  and  Grandpa,  I figured 
that  the  price  of  a simple  solar  power  system  was  low  enough  for  me  to  be 
able  to  raise  the  funds,  so  I asked  my  Grandma  what  she  would  use 
electricity  for  if  I could  supply  it.  I needed  to  figure  what  size  system 
to  work  on.  Her  eyes  immediately  lit  up,  "an  electric  light,"....  for  the 
hogan  in  winter,  so  she  could  weave.  Like  many  elderly  people,  her 
eyesight  was  not  as  sharp  as  it  used  to  be,  and  with  a kerosine  lamp  the 
colors  of  the  yarns  were  hard  to  see,  so  on  the  long  winter  nights  she 
wasn't  able  to  weave.  " What  else  would  you  like"  I asked.  She  thought 
for  a while,  and  then  said  " an  iron,  to  iron  the  rugs  after  they  are 

finished".  "Anything  else"  I asked.  She  thought,  and  thought " how 

about  a microwave  oven?  refrigerator ? TV?.  She  laughed.  That  was  all  she 
could  think  of  to  do  with  electricity,  make  it  so  she  could  spend  even 
more  hours  sitting  at  the  loom.  Around  this  time  I sat  down  and  figured  out 
how  much  these  elderly  women  were  getting  paid  to  weave  these  beautiful 
rugs.  Figuring  in  the  time  it  takes  to  raise  the  sheep,  shear,  wash,  clean, 
card,  spin,  dye  the  wool,  set  up  the  loom,  and  then  do  the  weaving,  I 
reckoned  they  were  lucky  if  they  were  getting  2 bucks  an  hour.  So  any  of 
you  in  the  market  for  a genuine  navajo  rug,  please  bear  in  mind  what  a 
deal  you're  getting. 

On  the  subject  of  rugs,  for  those  of  you  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Missoula,  Montana,  there  is  an  exhibition  of  approximately  50  rugs  from 
the  resisters  here  at  the  Art  Gallery,  in  the  University.  These  are  the 
real  things,  and  the  show  runs  till  Oct  31st.  I saw  some  of  the  rugs  on 
their  way  up  there,  and  there  is  some  beautiful  work.  I would  be  out  of 
line  to  have  a favorite,  but  Fanny  Goys  rugs  are  particularly  fine. 

Roberta  Blackgoat  will  be  in  town  for  a reception  on  Saturday  the  30th,  so 
that  would  certainly  be  worth  attending. 

On  the  subject  of  Robertas  travels,  she  will  be  in  Washington  DC  during 
the  second  week  of  November.  I don't  have  any  locations  or  dates  for  her 
appearances  there,  but  for  sure  she  will  be  at  the  concert  where  Blackfire 
are  playing. 

Presuming  of  course  we  survive  Y2K,  we  then  come  to  February  1st,  2000. 
Who  knows  what  is  going  to  happen?  The  Feds  and  the  HTC  know,  but  they 
ain't  saying.  There  have  been  deadlines  before,  and  a pattern  has  emerged. 
Threats  of  forced  evictions  are  broadcast,  support  is  mobilized,  the  media 
takes  an  interest,  the  deadline  arrives,  nothing  happens,  the  media  lose 
interest,  support  wanes,  and  back  to  the  daily  grind  of  low-intensity 
warfare  and  siege  tactics.  Maybe  that  will  happen  again,  but  maybe  not. 
Warmaker  is  not  known  for  making  rational  decisions,  so  it's  best  to  plan 
for  all  eventualities. 

Back  in  the  real  world,  the  weather  has  changed.  It  hasn't  rained  for 
some  weeks  now.  Back  to  the  usual  intense  blue  dome  above.  The  sun  is  much 
lower  in  the  sky,  the  shadows  are  larger,  the  colors  richer,  and  the  days 
shorter.  The  Dineh  name  for  this  moon  is  "back  to  back",  where  the  two 
seasons  touch.  The  corn's  all  harvested,  primary  chore  now  is  to  bring  in, 
cut,  and  chop  firewood  for  the  coming  winter.  There  is  already  a nip  in 
the  night  air,  a killing  frost  took  out  my  squash  and  tomato  plant  a few 
weeks  ago.  Like  most  life-sustaining  activities  round  here,  cutting 
firewood  is  illegal  according  to  the  Feds  and  the  HTC.  I know  for  a fact 
that  sons  of  two  of  the  Grandmas  went  into  Hopi  Tribal  Offices  to  get  a 
woodcutting  permit  and  left  without  one,  so  even  though  no-ones  been 
arrested  in  a while  for  cutting  wood,  it  is  one  more  stress  and  worry  on 
the  people.  I've  been  too  busy  with  the  flock  and  the  firewood  to  take 
advantage  of  the  other  bumper  harvest  this  year,  Pinyon  nuts,  a much 
favored  delicacy.  Travelling  across  the  Altar  one  sees  people  out,  under 
the  trees,  collecting  as  much  as  possible  before  the  4 legged  and  winged 
get  their  share.  The  sight  of  people  collecting  free  food  always  feels 


festive  to  me.  I stopped  by  Robertas  place  late  one  afternoon  after  she 
had  been  out  picking  all  day.  We  sat  in  front  of  her  house  and  watched  her 
sheepherder  bring  home  the  flock.  Behind  us,  on  her  door,  was  a simple 
sign  that  reads: 

Entering  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  Thin  Rock  Mesa  All  are  welcome  who 
respect  the  land,  life,  and  law  of  the  Dineh  Warning!  Federal,  state,  and 
tribal  personnel,  your  jurisdiction  does  not  apply  here  Your  actions  will 
be  counter-acted. 

Similar  signs  are  re-appearing  around  the  Altar. 

As  we  sat,  a huge  strange  looking  object  flew  slowly  over  us.  grabbing 
the  binoculars  I saw  that  it  was  the  Space  Shuttle,  piggy-backed  on  a big 
jet  transport.  I explained  to  Roberta  what  the  space  shuttle  was,  and  how 
it  put  all  the  satellites  up  in  the  sky,  and  how  some  of  those  satellites 
can  take  pictures  of  us  here  on  the  ground.  Her  eyes  immediately  lit  up, 

"we  should  write  SUE  THE  CREATOR  out  there"  she  said,  pointing  to  the  land 
out  in  front  of  the  house,  Sooo  there  is  now  a message  being  laid  out  on 
the  ground  in  front  of  her  place,  so  if  you  happen  to  be  an  owner  or 
operator  of  a spy  satellite,  point  it  to: 

36  degrees  14  minutes  79  seconds  N 110  degrees  38  minutes  62  seconds  W 

Also  if  you  are  a pilot  or  photographer  who  wants  to  take  some  pictures 
of  this  message,  you're  welcome. 

One  final  thought  on  Y2K,  we  hear  of  big  bucks  being  made  by  supplying 
Y2K  survival  information,  so,  I make  the  following  offer;  for  a mere  fifty 
bucks  a day,  you  are  invited  to  the  BOPEEP  Y2K  SURVIVAL  SCHOOL,  topics 
covered  will  include:  How  to  avoid  freezing  by  using  an  axe.  How  to  avoid 
thirst  by  walking  to  a spring  with  a bucket.  How  to  avoid  starvation  by 
grubbing  around  in  dirt  and  blood  and  guts.  How  to  repair  just  about 
anything  with  baling  wire.  1001  things  to  do  when  your  television  doesn't 
work,  etc  etc. 

We  human  beings  are  an  incredible  species.  Our  brains  and  bodies  are 
perfectly  capable  of  doing  all  thats  necessary  to  keep  life  going  in  a 
good  way,  but  more  than  that,  we  are  capable  of  profoundly  beautiful  acts 
of  love,  kindness,  and  generosity.  Yet  we  are  taught  to  feel  powerless 
and  to  fear  each  other  and  to  fear  life  itself.  Why?  (I  am  reliably 
informed  that  that  is  a rhetorical  question) 

But  then,  what  the  hell  do  I know, I'm  just  a sheepherder. 

"We  need  to  be  kinder  to  each  other" 

Your  prayers,  support,  and  correspondence  are  invited. 

I thank  you  for  your  time  that  you  have  given  me  by  reading  this. 

For  all  my  relations 
Bo  Peep 

reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com 

P.S.  To  all  those  who  have  written  to  me,  please  be  aware  that  owing  to  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  flock,  the  firewood,  and  the  Grandmas,  the  office  is 
sometimes  left  unattended  for  days  at  a time.  It  may  take  as  long  as  a half 
moon  between  when  you  write,  and  when  you  hear  back  from  me.  Around  here  the 
information  superhighway  is  a muddy  jeep  trail.  Please  be  patient,  you  will 
hear  from  me. 

If  you  have  received  this  update  as  a forward,  but  want  to  sure  of  getting 
them  in  the  future,  please  let  me  know  and  I will  add  you  to  the  list.  Also 
if  there  are  any  "back  issues"  you  don't  have,  again,  let  me  know. 

Please  feel  free  to  distribute  (unedited)  this  email. 

Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use 

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html  doctrine  of  international 
copyright  law. 

"RE : Navajo  War  Effort  No  Longer  Unheralded"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Oct  1999  14:40:59  -0700 
From:  "Walsh,  Pat  A."  <PAW@hogefenton . com> 

Subj : Navajo  Code  Talkers 


Excerpts  from  Todd  S.  Purdum  Oct.  11,  1999  article  "Navajo  Ware  Effort 
No  Longer  Unheralded." 

Comments  by  Paw  - 

Not  one  but  two  Hollywood  films  are  in  the  works.  One  is 
being  developed  in  cooperation  with  the  code  talkers  by  a group  of 
Native  American  filmmakers  and  Gale  Anne  Hurd,  the  producer  of  the 
"Terminator"  movies  and  "Armageddon." 

The  other  is  being  developed  by  John  Woo,  the  action-adventure 
director  from  Hong  Kong. 

Does  anyone  know  which  movie  the  code  talkers  are  supporting? 

But  postwar  life  was  not  easy  for  everyone,  and  today  the  code  talkers 
got  the  news  that  one  of  the  original  29  recruits,  Alfred  Leonard,  had 
recently  died  in  Seattle  without  enough  money  to  have  his  body  shipped 
back  to  the  reservation  for  burial. 

This  is  disgraceful.  The  government  should  be  ashamed. 

But  their  wartime  experiences  also  remain  painful  and  private  for  many 
of  the  veterans,  and  when  Sunday's  meeting  ended,  most  scattered 
quietly,  declining  to  stop  and  talk  with  a visiting  reporter. 

Uncle  is  a code  talker.  Some  of  them  are  medicine  men  now.  They  prefer 
not  to  talk  to  reporters  who  are  ignorant  of  their  plight.  It  is 
difficult  for  uncle  to  talk  with  his  relatives  about  the  experience  - 
the  shame,  the  disgrace,  and  how  it  feels  to  be  used  by  the 
government.  And  for  Hollywood  to  make  a movie  without  compensation 
would  add  further  insult.  The  government  is  no  where  near  satisfying 
their  effort  by  not  giving  them  proper  recognition  and  compensation. 
Billison  said  some  members  are  wary  of  having  their  story  exploited 
without  compensation,  and  he  pointed  to  one  of  the  Hollywood  proposals 
as  a prime  example.  Woo,  the  action  director,  is  reportedly  trying  to 
persuade  Nicolas  Cage,  who  was  in  Woo's  hit  movie  "Face/Off,"  to  star 
in  "Windtalkers, " the  story  of  a code  talker  and  his  Marine 
bodyguard . 

I bet  Cage  will  make  more  money  off  this  movie  than  most  of  the  code 
talkers  put  together  have  made  in  life.  While  in  school  mom  says  that 
some  boys  were  16  years  old  when  they  and  a few  girls  were  pulled  from 
class  as  their  names  were  read  from  a list.  And  yes,  some  girls  and 
boys  did  volunteer.  In  the  dorms  at  night  it  sounded  like  a wake  or 
funeral  because  girlfriends,  friends  and  relatives  were  wept 
throughout  the  night. 

People  were  taken  from  the  southern  part  of  the  rez  mostly  where  their 
was  more  whiteman  interaction.  The  government  still  couldn't  quite 
trust  or  find  those  isolated  in  the  north.  There  were  many  ceremonies 
for  those  who  went  across  the  ocean  to  bring  the  message.  Those 
prayers  contributed  to  their  survival  and  safe  journey  back  to 
Dinetah.  But  no,  the  majority  of  Dineh  did  not  want  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  Whitemans  war  and  being  used  for  front  lines  to  be 
killed  along  with  blacks  and  chicanos,  so  that  the  white  college  boys 
could  be  safe  at  home  getting  their  degrees,  in  preparation  to  be 
officer  candidate  material  in  case  they  were  eventually  drafted. 

But  Billison  thinks  that  is  a backward  way  to  tell  the  story,  and  he 
has  drafted  a letter  asking  Cage  not  to  take  the  part. 

ALL  of  us  should  support  BILLISON  on  this  hollywood  backward  way  to 
tell  a the  story  about  these  dineh,  told  by  non-dineh,  and  without 
respect  to  dineh. 

"I  told  him  to  reconsider,"  he  said,  "for  the  dignity  of  the  Navajo." 

"RE : Gun  Lake  Tribe  Gets  Recognition"  — 

Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  09:08:35  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Paula  Walters  <fallingleaves99@yahoo . com> 

Subj : Gun  Lake  Tribe  gets  recognition 

The  Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish  tribe  of  Potawatomi  Indians  known  as 
Gun  Lake  Tribe,  has  received  their  recognition  as  a federal  recognized 
tribe.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  cleared  the  last  hurdle  for 


the  tribe  in  denying  the  City  of  Detroit  claim  that  it  has  an  interested 
party  status  and  therefore  could  interfere  in  the  recognition  of  Gun  Lake. 
The  tribe  is  in  Allegan  County  Michigan  just  south  of  Grand  Rapids.  They 
had  been  struggling  to  secure  their  cultural  survival  as  a sovereign 
tribal  government  for  150  years. 


I am  a resident  of  Michigan  and  an  political  activist  for  the 
Annishanabae  people.  Thanks  Paula 


Remember  , we  were  all  wounded  at  Wounded  Knee!!!! 
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Forensic  test  may  settle  gnawing  question 
By  lack  Cox 
c.  Denver  Post 
10/17/99 

Archaeological  evidence  from  a dig  in  southwestern  Colorado  is  about  to 
lay  to  rest  a question  that  has  gnawed  at  researchers  for  more  than  a 
century:  Did  the  ancient  Anasazi  really  engage  in  cannibalism? 

The  answer,  established  through  the  use  of  biochemical  tests  only  now 
becoming  available,  appears  to  be:  Yes,  they  did  - but  the  practice  was 
hardly  common. 

As  anthropologist  Robert  Pickering  put  it,  "I  don't  think  that  human  flesh 
was  ever  a major  part  of  anybody's  diet." 

While  cannibalism  seems  to  have  occurred,  however,  scientists  have  yet  to 
solve  a deeper  riddle  regarding  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  Four 
Corners  region:  What  led  any  of  them  to  eat  their  fellow  humans? 

- Were  they  starving? 

- Were  they  terrorizing  their  adversaries,  as  one  leading  researcher  has 
theorized? 

- Were  they  exorcising  evil  spirits,  or  conducting  some  kind  of  bizarre 
funeral  ritual,  as  other  experts  have  suggested? 

Archaeologists  consumed  by  these  questions  say  the  answers  might  be 
revealed  by  more  forensic  analysis,  such  as  DNA  testing  that  could  determine 
whether  the  butchered  individuals  were  typically  members  of  the  same  family 
or  ethnic  group.  That  could  indicate  they  were  persecuted. 

But  such  research  may  be  hindered  by  Indian  resistance  to  wholesale 
excavation  of  sites  or  further  analysis  of  skeletal  remains  returned  to  the 
tribes  under  a federal  repatriation  law. 

"There's  no  getting  around  the  fact  that  Anglos  of  European  descent  don't 
have  the  same  attitude  toward  death  as  Native  Americans,"  explained  Linda 
Honeycutt,  an  archaeological  consultant  in  Cortez. 

"Some  members  of  the  tribes  would  like  to  have  this  done  to  better 
understand  their  ancestry,  but  others  think  that  dead  people  ought  to  be 
left  exactly  as  they're  found,  out  of  respect  or  a sense  that  disturbing 
their  bones  could  bring  bad  luck." 

The  Anasazi,  from  whom  today's  Pueblo  Indians  are  believed  to  have 
descended,  lived  for  hundreds  of  years  in  the  area  where  present  day  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Colorado  come  together.  But  for  reasons  still  not  fully 
understood,  they  abandoned  their  stone  cities  and  cliff  dwellings  around 
1300.  Found  near  Cortez 

The  key  indication  that  cannibalism  occurred  at  least  occasionally  among 
the  Anasazi  is  a human  coprolite  - a piece  of  desiccated  excrement  - 
recovered  from  a long  buried  kiva,  or  ceremonial  chamber,  on  the  Ute  Mountain 
Ute  reservation  about  20  miles  southwest  of  Cortez. 


The  results  of  an  analysis  of  the  fecal  material  by  Dr.  Richard  Marlar,  a 
pathologist  at  the  University  of  Colorado  Health  Sciences  Center,  have  not 
yet  been  published,  and  the  tribe  has  directed  him  not  to  discuss  the 
findings  until  they  appear  in  scientific  journals,  probably  within  the  next 
few  months.  But  the  tests  are  widely  believed  to  have  detected  the  presence 
of  human  protein  - a sure  sign  that  human  tissue  was  eaten  and  digested. 

Terry  Knight,  supervisor  of  a Ute  Mountain  irrigation  project  where  the 
site  was  unearthed,  declined  to  go  into  detail  but  hinted  strongly  that  the 
tests  did  point  to  cannibalism. 

"Our  findings  here  are  going  to  rock  the  archaeological  establishment,"  he 
predicted . 

Christy  Turner,  an  Arizona  authority  on  cannibalism  who  will  give  a slide 
lecture  on  the  topic  Monday  at  the  Denver  Museum  of  Natural  History  (the 
lecture  is  sold  out),  noted  that  some  anthropologists  "have  taken  the 
position  that  cannibalism  just  couldn't  have  happened"  among  a people  long 
perceived  to  have  been  simple,  peaceful  farmers. 

"This  tells  me  we  now  have  fairly  substantial  corroboration  for  what  we've 
been  able  to  identify  as  evidence  of  cannibalism  and  great  violence,"  said 
Turner,  who  first  confronted  the  issue  while  inspecting  a box  of  Anasazi 
bone  fragments  about  30  years  ago.  No  longer  taboo 

The  latest  findings  come  at  a time  when  the  worldwide  phenomenon  of 
cannibalism  is  being  examined  openly  by  scientists  and  scholars,  rather 
than  shunted  aside  as  a taboo  subject  or  ignored  altogether,  as  was 
traditionally  the  case. 

Earlier  this  month,  for  example,  the  journal  Science  carried  an  article 
on  the  discovery  of  six  cannibalized  Neanderthal  skeletons  in  a cave  in 
present-day  France. 

"We  have  a lot  of  tools,  both  forensic  and  anthropological,  to  show  that 
this  is  not  just  the  stuff  of  legend  or  some  missionary's  tale,"  said  Tim 
White,  a professor  of  integrative  biology  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  and  co-investigator  of  the  French  cave. 

"The  most  important  aspect  of  all  this  is  that  it's  made  archaeologists  in 
general  aware  that  there  was  a fairly  high  incidence  of  cannibalism  (among 
prehistoric  peoples),  and  that  when  they  excavate  a site  they  need  to  treat 
it  like  a crime  scene.  If  they  go  in  and  scatter  the  evidence,  the 
investigation  is  in  trouble,  whereas  if  they  know  what  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for,  the  chances  for  success  are  much  greater." 

The  Colorado  site  where  the  coprolite  was  found,  known  as  Cowboy  Wash,  is 
one  of  several  dozen  Anasazi  sites  that  have  yielded  human  bones  carrying 
telltale  marks  of  cannibalism  - including  a phenomenon  dubbed  "pot 
polish,"  referring  to  a beveling  of  the  broken  tips  of  bones  cooked  in  clay 
pots . 

The  term  "pot  polish"  was  coined  by  White,  who  first  recognized  the 
burnishing  in  the  late  1980s  on  bones  unearthed  from  a site  in  Mancos 
Canyon,  on  Ute  Mountain  land  south  of  Mesa  Verde  National  Park  and  about  20 
miles  east  of  Cowboy  Wash. 

"It's  important  to  realize  that  there  were  cannibals,  certainly,  but  that 
in  most  Anasazi  sites  - and  there  are  literally  thousands  of  them  - the 
bodies  were  buried  intact,  along  with  grave  goods,"  White  stressed.  Tiny 
percentage 

Less  than  1 percent  of  all  the  sites  found  up  to  now,  or  perhaps  50  out  of 
5,000,  show  evidence  of  cannibalism  "in  which  the  human  remains  were 
exploited  for  their  nutritional  value,"  he  said. 

In  addition,  said  Honeycutt,  who  is  co-owner  of  Woods  Canyon  Archaeological 
Consultants  Inc.,  most  of  the  cannibalism  appears  to  have  occurred  during  a 
very  limited  time  period,  from  about  1130  to  1150,  when  "there  was 
something,  we  think,  probably  not  real  nice  going  on  there." 

Tree-ring  studies  indicate  that  the  Four  Corners  area  was  undergoing  a 
moderate  drought  at  the  time,  which  could  suggest  starvation.  But  the 
evidence  of  cannibalism  also  "coincides  pretty  much  with  the  demise  of 
Chaco,"  she  said,  referring  to  the  massive  Anasazi  ruin  in  northwestern 
New  Mexico. 

Turner,  an  anthropologist  at  Arizona  State  University  in  Tempe,  has  made 
an  extensive  study  of  bone  fragments  from  some  300  individuals  who  lived  in 
and  around  Chaco  Canyon,  which  is  now  a federally  protected  cultural  site. 


In  his  book  "Man  Corn/'  co-authored  with  his  late  wife,  Jacqueline,  and 
published  earlier  this  year  by  the  University  of  Utah  Press,  he  argues  that 
cannibalism  may  have  been  used  as  instrument  of  terrorism  by 
warrior-cultists  who  migrated  into  the  area  from  Mexico,  where  human 
sacrifice  and  cannibalism  had  been  countenanced  by  the  Aztecs  centuries 
earlier. 

"It's  an  option  our  species  keeps  open  for  various  reasons,"  said  Turner, 
who  is  currently  at  work  on  evidence  of  cannibalism  from  two  sites  in 
Siberia  dating  back  even  further  - to  20,000  to  40,000  years  ago. 

"It's  a topic  that's  difficult  to  talk  about,"  he  observed,  "but  I think 
we've  opened  the  door  for  people  to  discuss  it." 

Turner's  thesis  has  been  challenged  by  many  Native  Americans,  notably  the 
Hopis,  who  contend  that  the  corpses  may  have  been  processed  without  being 
eaten,  per  haps  as  a funeral  ritual. 

It  also  has  been  greeted  with  skepticism  by  some  of  Turner's  colleagues, 
who  suggest  that  the  mutilation  and  roasting  may  have  been  done  in  an  attempt 
to  exterminate  witches,  or  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  a tyrannical  ruler  or 
religious  sect,  to  cite  other  alternative  explanations. 

"I'm  not  yet  willing  to  rule  out  the  motive  in  some  of  these  cases  as 
having  been  starvation,"  White  said,  terming  Turner's  theory  "a  little  too 
all-inclusive. " 

"It  may  not  be  that  you  had  a famine  every  two  or  three  years.  Maybe  it 
happened  every  20  years  or  so,  just  like  today.  But  they  didn't  have  trucks 
coming  in  from  New  Jersey,  helicopter  drops  or  domestic  animals,  except  for 
turkeys.  When  rodents  got  into  their  stored  corn,  or  the  corn  didn't  grow 
all  of  a sudden,  what  was  a population  to  do?"  Recent  cases  different 

In  more  recent  cases  of  cannibalism,  involving  the  19th  century  pioneers 
who  became  snowbound  in  the  Sierras  and  the  South  American  rugby  players  who 
were  marooned  a decade  ago  by  a plane  crash  in  the  Andes,  "they  didn't  have 
to  kill  anybody,"  White  noted. 

But  in  the  Anasazi  settlements,  the  people  whose  limbs  were  eaten  showed 
no  signs  of  having  died  peacefully.  Rather,  they  appear  to  have  been 
slaughtered,  dismembered  and  prepared  for  consumption  in  the  same  way  as 
deer  or  other  game  animals,  with  the  bones  later  broken  to  remove  the 
marrow  or  crushed  and  boiled  to  render  the  fat. 

"Perhaps  this  did  come  up  from  Mexico,  but  it  may  have  been  that  bands  of 
aggressive  males  moved  from  pueblo  to  pueblo,  motivated  by  hunger,"  White 
said.  "There's  plenty  of  evidence  of  violence  in  the  Southwest  generally, 
and  when  you  add  the  aspect  of  marginality,  it's  not  hard  to  imagine  how 
this  could  have  happened  with  no  outside  influence  whatsoever." 

Pickering,  a former  curator  of  anthropology  for  the  Denver  museum  and  now 
a deputy  director  of  the  Buffalo  Bill  Historical  Center  in  Cody,  Wyo., 
pointed  out  that  evidence  of  cannibalism  has  been  found  in  virtually  every 
corner  of  the  world,  and  dating  back  not  just  centuries  but  millennia. 

Usually,  he  said,  it  is  found  in  context  with  starvation  or  religion; 

"it's  generally  not  a random  act."  But  absent  written  records,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  prove  "unless  you  have  a camera  with  pictures  of  people 
consuming  human  remains,"  he  added  dryly.  Consider  later  sites 

To  verify  or  refute  the  notion  that  the  Anasazi  were  terrorized  by 
invaders  from  Mexico,  Pickering  said,  "I  would  want  to  look  at  slightly 
later  sites,  to  see  if  there  were  different  cultures  coming  in.  I would  also 
look  deeper  into  Mexico,  to  see  if  there  were  other  hell  raisers  from  the 
south  at  the  same  time." 

Regarding  the  study  of  cannibalism  in  general,  he  added,  "There  isn't  a 
culture  on  the  face  of  the  Earth  that  doesn't  have  something  negative  in  its 
past.  It's  not  a reflection  of  an  individual  or  culture.  It's  just  the  way 
human  beings  are.  The  purpose  of  research  is  not  to  point  a finger.  It's  to 
try  to  understand  the  human  condition  - good,  bad  or  indifferent." 

"RE : Tribal  Head  Start  Makes  Comeback"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  07:55:55  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-19-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 


FinstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
ninoncloud@acf.dhhs . gov 


Tnibal  Head  Stant  makes  comeback 

Utes ' pnognam  is  enjoying  highest  ennollment  even 

By  Lezlee  E.  Whiting 

c.  Desenet  News 

Octoben  14,  1999 

FORT  DUCHESNE,  Uintah  County  --  If  ennollment  numbens  ane  any  indication, 
the  Ute  Indian  Tnibe's  Head  Stant  pnognam  is  making  a stnong  comeback. 

This  yean,  204  childnen  ane  ennolled  in  the  pnognam,  which  senves  at-nisk 
3-to  5-yean-olds  by  offening  eanly  education  instnuction  and  activities  fon 
childnen  and  a vaniety  of  nesounces  fon  thein  panents. 

"It's  the  highest  ennollment  numben  we've  had  in  memony, " said  Sandy 
Hansen,  who  is  the  acting  intenim  deputy  dinecton.  Eleven  mone  seats  could 
be  filled,  but  it's  a notewonthy  impnovement  oven  last  yean's  daily 
attendance,  which  hovened  anound  158. 

The  pnognam  had  been  on  pnobation  fon  a yean  when  tnibal  leadens  wene 
notified  last  Duly  that  if  dozens  of  deficiencies  and  aneas  of  noncompliance 
wenen't  connected  quickly,  they  would  lose  thein  $1.3  million  in  fedenal 
funding  by  Febnuany  2000  and  the  pnognam  would  be  tunned  oven  to  anothen 
agency  to  openate. 

The  Head  Stant  pnognam  has  been  openated  by  the  Ute  Tnibe  fon  35  yeans  and 
is  one  of  the  tnibe's  langest  employens. 

A quality  impnovement  plan  addnessing  how  59  of  the  noncompliance  aneas 
will  be  addnessed  was  submitted  to  Washington,  D.C.,  late  last  month.  Based 
on  that  nepont.  Head  Stant  officials  in  Washington  have  agneed  to  extend 
funding  fon  the  pnognam  thnough  Manch  28,  2000,  Hansen  said. 

And  thene's  mone  good  news. 

Kindenganten  teachens  in  westside  Uintah  County  schools  who  have  the  Head 
Stant  students  in  thein  classnooms  this  yean  ane  neponting  the  childnen  "ane 
well  pnepaned"  to  stant  school,  Hansen  said. 

She  attnibutes  the  good  neviews  to  the  implementation  late  last  yean  of 
the  High  Reach  cunniculum.  Befone  the  pnognam  was  implemented.  Head  Stant 
teachens  each  taught  thein  own  cunniculum  in  the  classnoom  --  one  anea  fon 
which  the  tnibe  was  chastised  in  the  nepont. 

Also,  six  necently  hined  family  senvice  advocates  have  actively  necnuited 
families  fon  the  pnognam  in  Bluebell,  an  anea  that  neally  hadn't  been 
senved  befone,  said  Hansen. 

A new  acting  deputy  dinecton  was  hined  last  month  to  help  Hansen  implement 
the  aneas  tangeted  fon  impnovements . Debna  Reed,  a Uintah  County  nesident, 
is  helping  neshape  "the  systems"  that  got  the  pnognam  into  so  much  hot  waten 
with  the  fedenal  Head  Stant  officials. 

Reed  has  a masten's  degnee  in  social  wonk,  with  an  emphasis  in 
administnation . 

"The  pnognam  is  hene  and  it's  an  excellent  pnognam,  but  the  systems  anen't 
in  place  to  show  that,"  Reed  said.  "We'ne  setting  up  systems  so  that  no 
matten  who  the  managens  ane  thene  ane  systems  in  place  to  nun  that 
pnognam. " 

Fiscal  pnoblems  and  a lack  of  intennal  contnols  that  plagued  the  pnognam 
ane  also  being  addnessed,  she  said.  Monthly  budget  meetings  will  be  held, 
and  Head  Stant  will  wonk  with  the  tnibe's  accountants  to  ensune  thene  is 
communication  about  nevenue  and  expenses. 

Othen  aneas  whene  impnovements  have  been  made  include: 

A Ute  cultune  and  language  cunniculum  has  been  implemented.  Head  Stant 
students  leann  Ute,  English  and  Spanish  as  pant  of  thein  daily  language 
skills . 

The  Ute  Tnibe  Business  committee  allocated  $60,000  in  funds  fon  new 
playgnound  equipment  fon  each  of  the  five  Head  Stant  centens. 

"Panent-fniendly"  policies  and  pnocedunes  have  been  developed  to  help 
heighten  panental  involvement. 

The  Business  Committee  appnoved  initial  medical  scneenings  fon  Head  Stant 
students  to  be  pnovided  by  Indian  Health  Senvices  fon  both  tnibal  membens 
and  nonmembens. 


A coordinated  inter-agency  Head  Start  screening  is  used  to  determine  the 
specific  developmental  needs  of  at-risk  children  and  create  individual 
educational  plans  to  meet  those  needs. 

Files  are  checked  to  make  sure  each  child  had  a home  visit  by  their 
teacher  and  parents  meet  with  a family  advocate  to  assess  needs  in  the  home. 

The  program  has  focused  on  hiring  staff  with  professional  experience. 

The  relationship  between  the  tribe's  Head  Start  administrators  and  Head 
Start  officials  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has  also  improved,  said  Reed.  "They 
have  told  us  to  request  whatever  help  we  need.  They  are  really  willing  to 
work  with  us.  I think  that  shows  with  them  extending  their  funding  for 
another  month.  I believe  that  D.C.  wants  this  program  to  exist." 

"RE : Mexico  Indians  Live/Die  in  Hamlets"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  07:55:55  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-19-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Mexico  Indians  Live,  Die  in  Hamlets 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MARK  STEVENSON 
10/17/99 

LA  SIERRA  NORTE  DE  PUEBLA,  Mexico  (AP)  - There  is  a legend  here  that  evil 
lives  in  the  mountain  called  Coxazantla,  and  that  if  the  people  don't  pay 
the  devil  his  due,  the  mountains  will  close  in  and  crush  them. 

What  the  torrential  rains  of  early  October  did  to  the  Indian  villages  in 
central  Puebla  state  seems  almost  part  of  a legendary  curse.  One  village, 
Mixun,  disappeared  when  a 100-foot  gorge  opened  beneath  it.  Another, 

Acalama,  was  buried  - probably  forever  - when  a 500-foot  hillside  collapsed 
on  top  of  it. 

Maria  Duana  Campos  was  one  of  the  few  residents  of  Acalama  to  survive.  The 
gray-haired  grandmother  was  across  the  river  celebrating  the  Roman  Catholic 
rites  for  a drowned  woman,  when  the  hill  collapsed. 

"We  were  saying  the  rosary.  My  husband  went  back  to  get  his  cousin  in 
Acalamaj  both  of  them  died,"  the  tiny  woman  said. 

Asked  if  she  knew  how  many  of  her  neighbors  had  died,  she  sobbed  in  the 
Indian  language  of  Nahuatl:  "No,  senor,  they  will  never  be  found.  We  are 
resigned  to  that."  Thousands  of  tons  of  earth  have  given  as  many  as  150  of 
Acalama's  inhabitants  their  final  burial. 

Some  villages  were  swallowed  by  rising  rivers.  Others,  like  neighboring 
Zempoala,  were  partly  covered  by  mudslides.  It's  unlikely  anyone  will  ever 
live  in  these  places  again.  It's  unlikely  they  will  ever  be  remembered  as 
anything  more  than  graveyards. 

"They  should  just  put  a cross  on  this  place  and  declare  it  sacred  ground," 
a Mexican  army  officer  said  during  a risky  attempt  to  recover  bodies  from 
the  bottom  of  the  new  gorge  at  Mixun. 

The  land  around  the  Mixun  gorge  is  littered  with  the  remains  of  houses 
tilting  at  crazy  angles.  Fifteen-foot-deep  crevasses  crisscross  the  fields. 

The  Indians  moved  up  into  the  rugged  mountains  of  Puebla  centuries  ago  to 
avoid  Spanish  conquerors  who  virtually  enslaved  them,  and  to  preserve  a way 
of  life  that  has  left  the  land  around  their  hamlets  exhausted. 

They  cut  down  the  forests  to  plant  corn  and  beans.  "Look,"  Domingo 
Martinez,  a 25-year-old  farmer,  said  as  he  pointed  to  the  valley  above 
Acalama.  "Where  there  are  still  trees,  the  earth  didn't  come  tumbling 
down . " 

The  land  is  honeycombed  with  rivers,  waterfalls  and  caverns  - the  collapse 
of  one  such  cave  is  a suspected  cause  of  the  Mixun  disaster. 

Perched  in  wood  and  tarpaper  shacks  far  above  the  valley  floors,  on  land 
no  one  else  wants,  the  Indians  preserve  languages  like  Nahuatl,  Totonaco 
and  Otomi,  though  their  children  speak  Spanish  and  no  longer  use  traditional 
dress . 


The  number  of  changes  they  have  seen  in  the  last  five  centuries  are  few. 
Now  they  have  machine-made  cloth,  here  and  there  a radio,  and  the  lucky 
ones  have  horses. 

Starting  10  years  ago,  when  dirt  roads  were  first  laid  out  and  electricity 
lines  strung  across  the  mountains,  trucks  began  to  rumble  into  their 
hamlets . 

Roberto  Garcia  Guzman,  an  employee  of  the  Federal  Electricity  Commission, 
connected  the  first  power  lines  to  the  wooden  and  stone  shacks  in  Acalama 
just  a year  ago. 

"They  were  very,  very  happy.  It  was  big  change  for  them,"  Garcia  Guzman 
said  as  he  stared  across  the  river  of  dirt  and  stone  where  the  hamlet  once 
lay. 

With  the  roads  came  some  government  programs  - tiny  two-room  health 
clinics  and  the  first  real  schools.  Local  government  officials  still  have 
to  do  much  of  their  business  in  Nahuatl. 

"Aki ' k polohua  tilmati  ma  mo  amatlali,  polohua  matlakti,"  Thomas  Martinez 
Roldan,  the  assistant  mayor  of  Chiconcuautla,  told  villagers  at  an 
improvised  shelter  in  a primary  school.  "Tell  me  who  doesn't  have  blankets, 
and  we'll  give  you  one  for  every  three  people." 

Isabel  Cruz  Gaspar,  a 52-year-old  grandmother,  struggles  with  her  own 
dilemma  of  change  at  a shelter  near  the  village  of  Zempoala. 

Her  husband,  Nicholas  Antonio  limenez,  has  refused  to  leave  their  house 
there,  despite  the  lake  ominously  growing  behind  a mudslide  above  the 
village. 

He  has  ordered  her  to  return  to  Zempoala.  But  local  officials  urge  her 
not  to  go,  warning  that  the  village  is  at  risk  of  being  wiped  out.  "This  is 
still  a culture  where  men  are  very  dominant,"  Martinez  Roldan  said. 

Caught  between  duty,  love  and  self -preservation,  Cruz  Gaspar  sobs  in 
Nahuatl.  "I  don't  know  what  to  do. 

"RE : Wisconsin  Wolf  Alert"  - — 

Date:  Wed,  13  Oct  1999  09:09:24  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Subj : Fw:  ACTION  ALERT-WISCONSIN  WOLF  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 
GOES  FROM  BAD  TO  WORSE! 

Please  pass  this  on,  thanks  lean 

ACTION  ALERT 

WISCONSIN  WOLF  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 
GOES  FROM  BAD  TO  WORSE! 

YOUR  LETTERS  AND  CALLS  NEEDS  ASAP! 

PLAN  TO  ATTEND  THE  OCTOBER  26-27  NATURAL  RESOURCE  BOARD  MEETING 

Please  take  a few  minutes  to  tell  the  Wisconsin  governor  and  Board  of 
Natural  Resources  (BNR)  members  your  concerns  about  the  Wisconsin  Wolf 
Management  Plan!  Some  of  you  may  have  already  sent  comments  on  earlier 
versions  of  the  plan,  but  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  (DNR)  is  now 
working  on  the  fourth  draft  of  the  plan,  and  each  version  of  the  plan  has 
gotten  worse.  Changes  in  the  third  and  upcoming  fourth  drafts  include 
removing  core  management  areas  where  the  wolf  is  fully  protected,  placing  a 
cap  on  wolf  numbers,  and  rapidly  moving  towards  allowing  the  hunting  of 
wolf  in  Wisconsin.  Furthermore,  public  involvement  is  being  undercut. 
Currently  the  DNR  has  only  posted  the  second  draft  on  their  website  and  the 
e-mail  address  it  lists  for  comments  is  closed. 

Public  pressure  is  needed  more  than  ever.  Four  important  points  to  make 
are  discussed  below: 

1)  In  all  four  drafts  of  the  plan,  wolves  are  managed  under  differently  in 
four  separate  zones.  In  the  second  draft.  Zone  1,  which  includes  the 
largest  and  best  wolf  habitat,  had  core  areas  in  which,  "Wolves  would  be 
controlled  only  to  protect  human  health  and  safety."  The  third  and  forth 
drafts  eliminate  these  core  areas,  allowing  livetrapping,  translocation  and 
lethal  control.  ASK  THE  BOARD  TO  REINSTATE  THE  CORE  AREAS  INTO  THE  PLAN. 

2)  In  the  second  draft,  hunting  wolves  was  to  be  considered  five  years 
after  the  plan's  approval,  and  only  if  the  population  was  over  350.  In  the 


third  draft,  the  plan  recommends  the  DNR,  "begin  the  process  of  obtaining 
legislative  authority  for  a controlled  public  harvest"  two  years  prior  to 
the  population  reaching  350.  The  BNR  has  since  moved  to  "have  a trigger  at 
350  for  control"  of  the  wolves,  and  a review  of  DNR  literature  has  shown 
that  they  are  already  working  on  a proposal  to  open  up  a hunting  season  on 
wolves,  including  allowing  the  use  of  dog  pack  hunting.  ASK  THAT  THE 
PROVISIONS  FOR  A PUBLIC  HUNT  BE  REMOVED  ENTIRELY. 

3)  The  second  draft  reduced  numbers  needed  for  state  delisting  from  300  to 
250  but  set  a goal  of  at  least  350  wolves.  The  third  draft  stated  that  350 
wolves  would  not  mandate  a wolf  hunt.  Now  the  board  is  moving  towards 
making  a population  of  350  the  cap  on  wolves  in  the  state.  ASK  THAT  THERE 
BE  NO  CAP  ON  THE  WOLF  POPULATION. 

4)  Scientists  are  still  debating  the  minimum  number  needed  for  a viable  and 
sustainable  wolf  population.  Currently  the  BNR  is  leaning  towards  the 
lowest  figures  available,  apparently  caving  in  to  pressure  from  the 
agricultural  and  ranching  communities  to  delist  the  wolf.  Any  decision  to 
down-list  the  wolf  from  endangered  to  threatened,  or  delist  the  wolf 
entirely  must  be  made  with  caution,  using  high  population  estimates  that 
guarantee  continuous  viable  population.  The  still-prevalent  public 
attitudes  against  the  wolf  make  it  clear  that  Wisconsin  is  not  socially 
ready  to  remove  them  from  the  endangered  list.  ASK  THE  WOLF  BE  KEPT  ON  THE 
ENDANGERED  SPECIES  LIST. 

WRITE  OR  CALL: 

Trygve  Solberg,  Chair 
Natural  Resource  Board 
P.O.  Box  7921 
Madison,  WI  53707-7921 
(608)  267-7420 

Gov.  Tommy  G.  Thompson 
1 State  Capital  Bldg. 

Box  7863 

Madison,  WI  53707-7863 
(608)  266-1212 

IF  WRITING  FROM  OUT  OF  STATE,  ALSO  SEND  COMMENTS  TO: 

Moose  Speros,  Secretary 
Wisconsin  Department  of  Tourism 
Box  7976 

Madison,  WI  53707-7976 
(608)  266-2345 

Remind  him  that  the  delisting  or  hunting  of  wolves  will  tarnish  Wisconsin's 
image. 

The  schedule  for  the  October  26-27  Board  of  Natural  Resources  meeting  has 
not  yet  been  finalized.  When  it  is  available,  we  will  send  a follow-up 
alert  with  the  specific  date  and  time  and  encouraging  people  to  attend. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Billy  Stern  Tom  Hershalman 

GREEN  Superior  Wilderness  Action  Network 

Midwest  States  Organizer  Ecosystem  Defense  Coordinator 

1121  University  Ave. 

Madison,  WI  53715 

PH  (608)  294-6871  920-467-8311 

bstern@defenders . org  tombwca@tcbi . com 

"RE : Deal  May  End  Suit  on  Inmate  Religion"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Oct  1999  14:56:28  EDT 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj : Deal  may  end  suit  on  inmate  religion 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


from  Ish's  Native  News 


Deal  may  end  suit  on  inmate  religion 

http : //www. rochesternews . com/1017religion . html 

State  offers  to  hire  a Native  American  chaplain,  allow  possession  of  sacred 
items 

By  Kyle  Hughes  Democrat  and  Chronicle 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  (Oct.  17,  1999)  --  State  officials  will  hire  a Native  American 
chaplain  for  the  New  York  prison  system  and  will  allow  Native  American 
inmates  to  possess  sacred  and  ceremonial  items,  according  to  a proposed 
settlement  of  a religious  freedom  lawsuit. 

"As  a result  of  this  lawsuit.  Native  American  inmates  are  going  to  have 
their  religious  rights  protected  to  a far  greater  extent,"  David  Leven  of 
Prisoners'  Legal  Services  said.  "Specifically,  they  are  going  to  be  able  to 
possess  certain  religious  items  that  up  until  now  have  been  prohibited." 

As  part  of  the  deal,  the  state  will  pay  $50,000  for  attorneys'  fees, 
court  costs  and  other  expenses.  The  prison  system,  which  includes  clergy  of 
different  faiths,  also  will  create  a part-time  position  for  a Native 
American  chaplain. 

The  agreement  --  filed  in  Duly  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Rochester  with 
Dudge  Charles  D.  Siragusa  --  has  been  signed  by  attorneys  for  the  inmates 
and  the  state  and  is  awaiting  the  approval  of  a federal  judge  after  Native 
American  inmates  have  a chance  to  comment  on  the  deal. 

The  lawsuit  was  filed  in  1997  by  Native  American  inmates  over  what  the 
agreement  calls  "the  systematic  deprivation  of  religious  rights  of 
traditional  Native  American  prisoners." 

The  deal  permits  Native  Americans  to  observe  sacred  seasonal  ceremonies  of 
the  Longhouse  religion  and  possess  medicine  bags,  herbs,  bones,  pebbles, 
pendants,  smoking  pipes,  and  ashtrays  for  smudging  or  ceremonial  cleansing 
rites . 

The  new  policy  will  become  a problem  for  corrections  officers  only  if  they 
are  hampered  in  searching  inmates  for  contraband,  said  Denny  Fitzpatrick, 
director  of  public  relations  for  the  New  York  state  Correctional  Officers  & 
Police  Benevolent  Association.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  that  happens,  he 
said . 

The  state  did  not  admit  to  violating  any  law  or  rule,  and  said  the  deal 
shall  not  be  considered  a precedent  for  any  other  inmate  religious  groups 
since  the  needs  of  Native  Americans  are  unique. 

Native  American  inmates  who  want  to  practice  their  traditional  religion 
will  have  to  produce  a birth  certificate,  a tribal  registration,  a letter 
from  a tribal  leader  or  government  records,  or  receive  the  approval  of 
prison  officials. 

Midge  Dean-Stock,  director  of  the  Seneca  Iroquois  National  Museum  in 
Salamanca,  Cattaraugus  County,  said  medicine  pouches  can  be  as  important  to 
a Native  American  as  a cross  to  a Christian. 

"They  are  a connection  with  your  faith,"  she  said.  "They  are  a protection, 
a blessing.  In  many  traditions,  they  make  you  whole." 

"RE : O'odham  Girl  Buried"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Oct  1999  03:49:29  GMT 
From:  "AliceH"  <AliceH@gte.net> 

Subj : O'odham  girl  buried  today 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

http : / /www. tuc son citizen . com/news/ stories/Story 125 3157. html 
Story  by 

Citizen  Staff  Report 

Oct.  15,  1999 

O'odham  girl  buried  today 

SELLS  - Sunny  Rae  Francisco's  tiny  body  lay  forever  silent  inside  a small, 
white  casket  in  the  back  of  a pickup  truck. 

The  2-year-old  Tohono  O'odham  girl,  the  victim  of  an  Oct.  3 hit-and-run 
accident  in  the  Three  Points  area,  would  be  laid  to  rest  early  this 
morning. 


But  first,  friends  and  family  on  the  Indian  reservation  west  of  Tucson 
were  given  a chance  to  say  goodbye  yesterday. 

A wake  was  held  at  the  grandmother ' s home  in  Sells. 

Fred  Narcho's  pickup  toted  the  casket  from  the  Sells  hospital  morgue, 
where  family  members  earlier  dressed  up  his  granddaughter ' s body  in 
preparation  for  burial. 

Loran  Francisco,  the  girl's  father,  sat  in  the  truck  bed,  head  in  hand, 
overwhelmed  by  grief. 

His  daughter  was  dead. 

He,  she  and  her  younger  brother  and  cousin  were  struck  by  a car  as  they 
crossed  Arizona  Highway  86  in  Three  Points  at  about  10:30  p.m. 

Loran  Francisco,  24,  who  was  carrying  his  other  child,  18-month-old 
Jonathan  Francisco,  received  only  minor  injuries  when  he  was  knocked  off 
the  road.  The  toddler  was  uninjured. 

Delano  Rios,  13,  who  was  carrying  his  cousin  Sunny  Rae  on  his  shoulders, 
suffered  a broken  leg  in  three  places.  He  must  undergo  physical  therapy. 

Sunny  Rae,  however,  was  critically  injured,  suffering  massive  head 
injuries.  She  was  taken  to  University  Medical  Center  in  Tucson. 

In  a coma  for  six  days,  she  was  taken  off  life  support  the  night  of  Oct. 

8 at  her  family's  request.  She  died  at  6:25  p.m.,  after  the  family  said 
the  rosary  together. 

"When  she  was  born,  it  was  cloudy  out,  so  I guess  she  is  my  Sunny  Rae," 
Frieda  Narcho  said  after  her  daughter  was  taken  off  life  support. 

Robert  Lutz,  40,  of  Tucson  faces  a vehicular  homicide  charge,  as  well  as 
for  leaving  the  scene  of  an  accident,  unlawful  flight  from  a police 
vehicle,  possession  of  methamphetamine  and  endangerment . 

His  blood-alcohol  content  was  over  the  0.10  legal  threshold  for 
intoxication,  according  to  police. 

Lutz  is  being  held  at  the  Pima  County  Jail  on  a bond  of  $750,000, 
pending  trial. 

Yesterday,  family  members  could  only  weep  and  pray,  searching  for  ways 
to  console  each  other. 

Following  an  hour  viewing  in  Sells,  a police  escort  lead  the  caravan  of 
mourners  to  for  an  all-night  rosary  in  Topawa. 

Several  members  - including  her  father  - accompanied  Sunny  Rae  in  the 
back  of  the  truck  as  it  made  its  8-mile  trek  to  the  village. 

More  than  40  family  members  and  friends  attended  the  rosary. 

Sunny  Rae  was  buried  this  morning  at  the  Topawa  Cemetery. 

"RE : Pictou-Aquash  Canada  Press  Conferences"  

Date:  16  Oct  1999  20:59:00  GMT 

From:  annainc@aol.com  (A.N.N.A.  Foundation) 

Subj : PICTOU-AQUASH~Canada  Press  Conferences 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/ pictou-branscombe . html 

Please  observe  the  update  page  related  to  the  recent  Canada  Press 
conferences,  concerning  the  murder  investigation  of  the  late  Anna  Mae 
Pictou-Aquash.  Included  are  statements,  photos,  letter  from  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  Vice  Chief  Ghislain  Picard,  and  one  of  many  newspaper  clippings  that 
the  family  wishes  to  address  to  discern  some  points  of  view  and  with 
appreciation  to  the  media  for  providing  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  Statements 
which  represent  the  Pictou  family  are  provided  to  assess  their  feelings, 
including  a very  important  perspective  about  the  American  Indian  Movement  as 
a whole. 

Please  contact  us  if  you  have  any  questions  or  comments.  It  matters. 

Thank  you. 

http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/The- Foundation . html 
(A.N.N.A.)  Assembly  for  Northern  Native  Americans 
Established  in  memory  of  the  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 


Founded  by  hen  Daughters,  Cousin  and  Executive  Director 
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Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Canada  Department  of  Justice 

RELEASE  OF  MATERIALS  CONCERNING  THE  EXTRADITION  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 
OTTAWA,  October  15,  1999  - The  Honourable  Anne  McLellan,  Minister  of 
Justice  and  Attorney  General  of  Canada,  today  announced  the  release  of 
materials  pertaining  to  a departmental  review  of  the  1976  extradition  of 
Leonard  Peltier  from  Canada  to  the  United  States 

In  1994,  the  then  Minister  of  Justice,  the  Honourable  Allan  Rock,  asked 
Department  of  Justice  officials  to  conduct  a review  of  Mr.  Peltier's 
extradition  file.  That  process  has  been  completed,  and  Minister  McLellan 
is  now  releasing  the  file  review  to  the  public. 

After  fully  considering  the  matter.  Minister  McLellan  concluded  that  Mr. 
Peltier  was  lawfully  extradited  to  the  United  States.  The  reasons  for  her 
conclusions  have  been  detailed  in  a letter  sent  to  the  Honourable  Janet 
Reno,  United  States  Attorney  General. 

The  following  materials  are  being  released  today; 

* Letter  to  the  Honourable  Janet  Reno,  United  States  Attorney  General; 

* File  Review  and  Appendices;  and 

* Summary  of  the  extradition  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier 
including  the  news  release  of  the  Statement  by  the  Honourable  Ron  Basford, 
December  17,  1976 

These  documents  are  available  on  the  Department  of  Justice  Web  Site  at 
http ://canada.justice.gc. ca/Publications/review/index_en . html . 

The  appendices  to  the  file  review  can  be  obtained  by  calling  the 
Department  of  Justice  at  (613)  957-4222. 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  17  Oct  1999  19:41:37  -0430 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj:  Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Miller,  Robert  L.R. 
#191-152-MC 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Moore,  Ray  R. 

#224-426 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/2/25 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Mills,  Calvin  Thomas 
#289-039 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/75 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Morosky,  Eric  Allen 

#270-506 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/18/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Moffo,  Sr.,  Christopher  Dames 

#199-502 

PO  Box  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 
Date  of  Birth:  12/21/60 
Ancestry:  Chiricahua/Apache 


Morris,  Michael  Lee 
#296-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleig 


RE:  Vechet's  Food  For  Thought 


Date:  Sun,  17  Oct  1999  22:35:33  -0500 

From:  angie@cityscope.net  (Angelina  Carrerras) 

Subj : Vechet's  Food  for  Thought  #0010 

Vechet's  Food  For  Thought  #0010 

A lot  of  people  have  already  heard  or  read  about  the  Boston  Herald's 
article  on  the  Smithsonian  Museum.  When  I was  printing  it  up  to 
reference  to  I was  reminded  of  an  old  term  used  in  my  programming  class 
WYSIWYG  = what  you  see  is  what  you  get!  And  that  is  all  this  article 
is : http : //www . bostonherald . com/ boston her a Id /colm/feder 10061999 . html 
"read  first" ! 


Smithsonian  "scalps"  Western  LIES!!! 

The  Boston  Herald  calls  them  Values,  white  history  (the  events  of 
the  past  recorded  by  white  victors)  has  been  nothing  other  than  bold 
faced  lies  with  malicious  distortions  of  American  Indian  people.  Dust 
like  the  state  of  Georgia's  peaches  are  stolen  from  the  Navajo's  but  the 
state  receives  credit  for  them,  so  has  our  voice  been  stolen  for  many 
years.  Slowly  the  cries  and  songs  of  our  Grandfathers  and  Grandmothers 
can  be  heard  from  behind  the  doors  of  the  artifacts  room  where  facts  and 
evidence  are  kept  all  in  order  to  further  HISwhiteSTORY! 

The  senate  cut  funds  from  the  Brooklyn  museum  because  of  a dung 
smeared  sculpture  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  diverted  money  to  break  down 
America's  dung  = shit  smeared  version  of  history! 

Mr.  Federlineofdung  (Feder)  wrote  Western  Values  and  grossly 
misinterpreted  a quote  so  here  I'll  fix  it,  "Columbus  was  the 
grandfather  of  genocide  with  a long  trail  of  descendants!  The  7th  and 
every  other  U.S.  Calvary  were  nothing  more  than  Henchmen  on  Horseback". 
Comparing  the  SS.  Nazi  regime  to  the  U.S.  Calvary  is  the  same  as 
comparing  concentration  camps  to  Federal  Forts  and  present  day  Federal 
reserved  lands,  very  different  but  yet  very  similar.  Where  do  you  think 
Hitler  got  this  notion. 


He  tried  to  emphasize  a point  but  the  exposing  truth  is  much 
clearer,  the  militant  "gang"  best  known  for  it's  terrorist  action  would 
be  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigations  also  know  as  "Intimidation". 
Sadly  two  members  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Intimidation  and  one  Indian 
died  regarding  "pair  of  used  cowboy  boots",  but  nothing  is  said  in 
regard  or  issues  raised  about  the  67  Indians  that  lost  their  lives  prior 
to  that  fateful  day  in  1975.  Those  Indians  lost  their  lives  for  the 
right  to  protect,  "you  and  yours  and  your  dominion"! 

Quote:  "Smithsonian  will  take  to  the  warpath  again".  Hmmmmm  I never 
knew  "history"  allied  our  Battlegrounds. 

The  legitimacy  of  "your"  founding  and  west  ward  expansion,  is  not  an 
argue.  Those  are  facts  with  a clear  trail  of  murder  and  destruction  of  a 
people  from  Plymouth  Rock  to  the  last  frontier,  the  whole  middle  section 
missing  in  history  books  can  now  be  filled. 

There  is  always  my  version,  your  version  and  the  comprehensible 
truth,  but  Mr.  Federlineofdung  seems  to  think  taxpayers  should  only  pay 
taxes,  their  not  intelligent  enough  of  decide  their  own  opinion.  For  the 
first  time  tax  payers  will  get  what  they  pay  for  2/3  of  the  truth. 

Mr.  Federlineofdung' s Right  Wing  , quotes:  " The  museum  will  subject 
visitors  to  a sanitized,  one  sided  history  and  victim  group  mythology". 
First  of  all  were  not  talking  about  Santa  Claus  or  the  tooth  fairy  here, 
and  history  books  have  always  been  one  sided  His-story  for  well  over  200 
years.  The  word  sanitized  was  used.  I just  hope  it's  more  sanitary  than 
the  government  issued  wool  blankets  (intentionally)  infested  with  small 
pox  given  to  the  Indians... 

Here  he  tried  to  "set  the  record  straight"  but  as  the  rest  of  his 
personal  opinion  he  did  a horrible  job.  We  all  know  SCALPING  was 
imported  and  a trade  Indians  learned  from  in  battle,  little  did  they 
know  indian  scalps  were  taken  back  to  Europe  and  paraded  around  to  claim 
"false"  victory.  "Degraded  status  of  women  in  most  tribes".  Hmmmmmmm 
well  that  just  blows  all  I had  been  taught  that  women  if  compared  to 
government  were  the  Congress,  and  held  in  highest  honor.  So  Mr. 
Federlineofdung  your  quote  just  degraded  each  and  every  Indian  woman  in 
all  indian  tribes.  I'm  a true  believer  that  people  shouldn't  write 
about  something  they  don't  know  tends  to  shine  their  own  personal 
beliefs . 

Now  I'm  going  to  make  a quote  taken  from  Mr.  Feder,  " America  may  be 
the  only  nation  in  history  to  subsidize  it's  own  destruction".  As  they 
say  in  Canada  "Holay"  (wow)  Mr.  Feder  for  such  a patriot  you  have  allot 
of  belief  in  your  own  system.  Nobody  is  trying  to  over  through  the 
government  here  but  by  his  own  admission  he  knows  the  side  of  this 
history  will  rewrite  itself!  If  his-story  had  been  written  based  on 
facts  this  would  now  be  happening  as  we  approach  the  coming  Millennium. 
To  say  America  is  the  only  nation  in  history  to  subsidize  it's  own 
destruction,  is  absurd  many  of  nations  have  fallen  for  other  reasons 
than  it's  history,  I thank  God  "our  tax  dollars"  will  only  rewrite  our 
history  and  not  have  to  rebuild  a fallen  nation.  The  truth  is  simply  the 
mortar  needed  to  fill  the  cracks  and  holes  in  American  History  and 
hopefully  add  some  respect  to  this  great  nation.  There  is  allot  of 
influence  on  the  American  indians  part  as  to  the  molding  of  America,  we 

have  many  stories  to  tell  are  silence  has  been  a long  time  in  the 

waiting  and  I have  to  believe  the  truth  always  prevails  in  this  case  for 
the  good  of  all. 

I signed  Mr.  Feder 's  guest  book,  imagine  that!  but  I told  him  for 
real  American  history  based  on  facts  sign  up  for  Wotanging  Ikche!  LOL  I 

urge  everyone  to  read  his  guest  book  very  interesting  and  also  as 

American  indians  go  voice  your  opinions  at 
http : //www. boston her a Id . com/ guestbook/all/ dfeder . htm 

Mr.  Federlineofdung' s personal  opinion  should  be  on  a web  page  for 
white  SSupremacy,  I'm  totally  aware  of  the  two  SS.  As  I urged  him  and 
all  of  you  to  go  get  a book  called,  "Playing  Indian".  Since  I view  him 
as  a Tammany  Injun,  have  to  read  the  book  to  understand  that  comment. 

When  I first  wrote  my  feelings  about  this  article  I was  so  upset  I 
didn't  even  do  a spell  check  nor  read  carefully  about  what  I had 
commented  on  so  I apologize  and  retract  my  comment  of  the  Boston  museum 


to  the  Brooklyn  museum.  See  how  easy  that  was  and  no  one  thinks  any  less 
or  more  of  me  for  doing  that.... 

Mr.Feder  should  in  my  opinion  have  wrote  about  the  Virgin  Mary  being 
sculpted  out  of  dung,  had  he  of  looked  into  it  he  would  of  found  the 
sculptor  from  another  country  did  that  because  it  is  common  practice 
where  he  is  from  to  sculpt  from  dung,  although  many  Catholics  may  not 
have  seen  it  that  way  but  then  Mr.  Feder  couldn't  contend  with  the 
Catholics.  The  Crow  keeper  has  brought  a message  to  the  children  of  the 
sun  and  it's  a loud  one,  " he  don't  stand  a chance  against  our  prayers, 
he  don't  stand  a chance  against  our  love". 

Mr.Feder  I thank  you  for  giving  me  something  interesting  to  write 
about,  changing  American  history...  Don't  forget  to  read,  "Playing 
Indian",  then  write  with  pride  about  "your"  heritage,  as  I do 
mine As  always  Vechet  — | | :o) 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Oct  1999  23:27:29  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <dotchuck@epix. net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  123 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  th 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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VERSES  FROM  WHITTIER'S  "REFORMER. 


Our  friend,  3ohn  A.  Laing,  of  Quakertown,  says  that  when  the  White 
Wing  of  Peace  hovers  over  the  whole  world,  then  the  following  verses  of 
Whittier  will  be  realized: 


WHERE  frowned  the  fort,  pavilions  gay 
And  cottage  windows,  flower-entwined. 

Looked  out  upon  the  peaceful  bay 
And  hills  behind. 

Where  the  doomed  victim  in  his  cell 
Had  counted  o'er  the  weary  hours. 

Glad  school-girls  answering  to  the  bell. 

Came  crowned  with  flowers. 

Through  prison  walls,  came  Heaven-sent  hope. 
Fresh  breezes  blew,  and  sunbeams  strayed. 
And  with  the  idle  gallows-rope 
The  young  child  played. 


MRS.  PRATT  IN  SOUTHERN  OREGON. 


From  Mrs.  Pratt  we  get  the  following  interesting  description  of  some 
recent  sights: 

In  Southern  Oregon,  among  the  foothills  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  is 
located  the  Klamath  Indian  Agency,  ninety  miles  from  the  railroad. 

To  reach  the  Agency  we  left  the  railroad  from  a little  station  in 
Northern  California,  named  Ager,  "staged  it"  twenty  miles  the  first  day 
to  Klamath  Springs,  where  many  people  from  California,  and  from  all  over 
Oregon,  to  get  relief  from  rheumatic  pains  by  bathing  in  hot,  sulphur 


mud-baths . 

A day's  rest,  and  we  are  in  a four-house  wagon  climbing  the 
mountains,  up  and  down,  over  "rocks  and  rills,"  twisting  around  mountain 
peaks,  with  precipice  on  one  side,  where  one  could  slide  down  hundreds 
of  feet  to  drop  into  the  deep  and  swift-running  Klamath  river. 

But  we  did  not  drop.  Instead,  we  enjoyed  the  wildness  and  the  tall 
pine  trees,  as  we  listened  to  our  driver's  bear  stories. 

The  second  day's  experiences  were  thirty-five  miles  long,  when  we 
came  upon  a pretty  little  town  snuggling  among  the  hills,  where  we  were 
to  rest  for  the  night. 

The  next  day's  journey  was  a pleasant  change  from  the  mountain 
climbing,  as  we  then  embarked  upon  a beautiful  lake;  our  little  steamer 
was  not  of  the  most  improved  pattern  and  could  not  well  be  called  a 
staunch  vessel,  but  it  carried  us  safely  40  miles  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  lake,  where  Agency  wagons  awaited  us.  Then  three  miles  of  dust,  and 
we  were  at  the  end  of  our  destination. 

The  Agent,  Captain  Applegate,  is  a most  hospitable  man;  his  home  was 
our  home  for  ten  days,  his  genial  family,  our  friends. 

Several  picnics  and  fishing  excursions  were  arranged  for  our 
entertainment,  and  one  special  and  interesting  trip  I wish  our  HELPER 
friends  to  know  about. 

Many  centuries  ago-  the  most  learned  geologist  cannot  tell  how  many, 
but  it  was  ages  and  ages  ago  - there  was  a great  volcano  that  towered 
above  the  lofty  peaks  now  in  evidence,  like  Mt.  Hood  and  Mt.  Shasta. 

This  volcano  must  have  been  a grand  sight  in  its  day,  and  it  must 
have  burned  with  wonderful  fury,  sending  out  fire  and  lava,  as  the  whole 
Klamath  country  plainly  shows  that  it  was  once  an  immense  volcanic 
field. 

In  course  of  time,  this  burning  mountain,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
Cascade  Range,  sank  thousands  of  feet,  and  now  in  its  caldera  a 
beautiful  lake  reposes  - "The  Crater  Lake." 

Our  party  of  15  started  from  the  Agency  on  the  morning  of  August  9th 
on  a pilgrimage  to  this  lake. 

Besides  our  three  wagons  there  were  three  saddle  horses  for  our  young 
people  to  enjoy  in  turn,  as  a rest  from  three-on-a-seat  in  the  wagon. 

A shower  of  rain  the  night  before  laid  the  dust,  so  that  we  were  able 
to  enjoy  looking  at  the  pines,  lovely  mountain  flowers,  and  further  on 
at  the  noble  ferns  that  were  impressive  in  their  loftiness. 

Our  road  for  some  distance  ran  beside  a deep  canyon,  intensely 
beautiful  with  its  chis- 
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Dohn  Webster,  '98,  is  at  Walker,  Minnesota. 

Miss  Newcomer  has  returned  from  Shippensburg. 

William  Paris  Chambers,  the  famous  Cornetist  who  played  in  Harrisburg 
last  Saturday  evening,  was  pleased  with  the  accompaniment  that  the 
Indian  Band  gave  to  several  of  his  solos. 

Isabella  Cornelius,  '92,  is  at  her  home  in  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  on  a 
vacation.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss  Cornelius  has  been  teaching 
public  school  most  successfully  in  Connecticut  for  several  years. 

The  Indian  boys  at  the  Beacon-by-the-Sea  wish  through  the  columns  of 
the  HELPER  to  express  their  gratitude  and  great  indebtedness  to  Miss 
Margaret  N.  Toby  for  her  presentation  to  each  of  them  of  a Bible,  and 
they  all  extend  sincere  thanks. 

Caleb  Sickles,  '98,  now  of  Dickinson  College  Preparatory  School,  says 
that  the  boys  at  the  Beacon-by-the-Sea  have  won  eight  games  of  baseball 
from  different  teams  along  the  coast.  He  also  says  that  Charles  Roberts 
is  second  cook.  Three  cheers  for  Charles! 

We  have  our  subscriptions  now  on  cards  filed  alphabetically  in  a case 
adapted  to  the  purpose.  There  are  three  empty  drawers  which  hold  over 
5000  names.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  wants  to  see  them  filled  up. 

Don't  you?  If  each  subscriber  would  send  in  DUST  ONE  name,  this  week, 
we  would  have  to  get  a new  case  immediately.  Try  it.  Don't  put  it 
off!  The  best  way  in  the  world  to  help  a good  cause! 

Miss  Wood  speaks  of  meeting  our  old  foreman  Leander  Gansworth,  '96, 
who  is  now  on  the  Boonville  Herald,  Oneida  County,  New  York,  supporting 
himself  and  working  up  an  honorable  reputation.  He  runs  the  linotype 
and  has  an  insight  into  the  general  working  of  one  of  the  best  equipped 
country  offices  in  the  State,  receiving  good  compensation  for  his 
labors.  He  is  respected  and  shows  by  hi  general  bearing  that  he  is 
progressing  along  those  lines  that  are  uplifting.  We  are  glad  to  hear 
this  of  one  who  always  proved  trustworthy  and  reliable  while  with  us. 

TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 

The  storm  that  began  last  Saturday  afternoon  and  did  not  end  till 
Monday  was  the  severest  of  the  season,  so  far.  Several  trees  were  blown 
down.  Some  ladies  in  town  had  to  be  carried  over  the  rivers  in  the 
streets;  cellars  were  filled  up.  Our  spring  at  the  near  farm  backed 
water  so  that  a can  containing  several  gallons  of  cream  was  upset.  Mr. 
Bennett's  turnip  patch  was  washed  into  the  spring,  his  third  planting. 
The  campus  was  strewn  with  branches  of  trees  and  there  was  general 
dilapidation  all  around,  but  we  needed  the  rain  and  got  it. 

The  weakest  argument  that  a person  can  offer  for  an  Indian  parent  not 
sending  his  children  away  from  home  to  school  is  that  "the  Indian  is  as 
fond  of  his  children  as  the  white  man."  He  CANNOT  be,  if  he  is  not 
willing  to  give  his  children  the  very  best  opportunities  offered.  A 
white  man  who  is  educated  and  knows  the  value  of  an  education  loves  his 
children  so  much  that  he  will  sacrifice  almost  anything  to  get  the  money 
to  send  them  away  to  the  best  schools. 

The  Band  will  give  the  following  program  tomorrow  (Saturday)  evening  on 
the  public  square  in  town:  1.  March,  Salute  to  Burlington  - Sherman;  2. 
Overture,  Semiramide  - Rossini;  3.  Selection,  Chimes  of  Normandy  - Coon; 
4.  Aria  from  Lucia  di  Lamermoor  - Donizetti;  5.  March,  Our  President  - 
Reeves;  6.  On  the  plantation  - Ch.  Pnerner;  7.  Selection,  Cavalleria 
Rusticana  - Mascagni;  8.  March,  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever  - Sousa;  9. 
Suite,  Aboriginal,  Part  I - Wheelock;  10.  Dragoons  Call  - R.  Filenberg; 
11.  La  Traviata  - Verdi;  12.  Patriotic  Selections 

After  spending  a delightful  summer  vacation  out  on  farms  and  at  the 
sea  shore  the  seniors  and  juniors  have  returned  ready  and  willing  to 
take  up  with  renewed  energy  the  work  of  the  ensuing  year.  Many  and 
varied  have  been  the  experiences  of  the  returned  party  but  all  have  been 
improved  by  them.  Minds  have  been  rested  from  the  cares  and  toils  of 
school  life.  Bodies  have  been  invigorated  and  strengthened  and  hopes 


and  ambitions  long  silent  have  been  awakened.  They  are  ready  to  help  in 
the  onward  march  of  the  young  Indian  and  to  prove  more  forcibly  than 
ever  that  there  are  GOOD  Indians  who  are  not  "dead  ones." 

Dacob  lamison,  '98,  and  Bertha  Dye,  '99,  were  married  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  Varsailles,  New  York,  on  the  evening  of  August  26th,  Reverend 
George  Runciman  performing  the  ceremony  in  the  presence  of  a company  of 
friends.  C.C.  Lay's  Cornet  Band  furnished  the  music  and  a beautiful 
supper  was  a spread  for  all,  and  immensely  enjoyed.  Rev.  Runciman  sends 
the  information  and  adds  that  the  wedding  was  a very  enjoyable  affair 
and  that  the  bride  and  groom  are  "really  a nice  couple."  Both  have 
hosts  of  friends  among  the  HELPER  readers  and  at  Carlisle,  who  will 
rejoice  at  the  glad  news  and  extend  congratulations. 


(P  3) 

School  opened  today. 

Goodbye,  vacation,  '99! 

We  now  have  enrolled  922  pupils. 

Miss  Hulme  returned  on  Monday. 

"How  dry  I WAS!"  cried  the  grass. 

The  HELPER  buys  paper  by  the  ton. 

The  school  building  is  getting  a coat  of  paint. 

Annie  Kowuni,  '97,  is  back  from  her  vacation. 

Miss  Pauli  arrived  on  Wednesday  evening. 

Mr.  Snyder  has  a kissing-bug;  five  cents  a sight. 

Miss  Forster  came  on  Wednesday.  How  "art"  thou? 

Lettie  Scott,  '99,  has  gone  to  New  York  State  to  teach  a district 
school . 

Dr.  Diven  is  in  New  York  State  on  business  connected  with  the  school. 
Once  get  the  reputation  of  a blunder-maker  and  you  can  get  a position 
nowhere. 

Grangers'  picnic  people  from  Williams  Grove  are  in  evidence,  this 
week,  as  visitors. 

Miss  Rose  Poodry  arrived  yesterday  noon  with  14  pupils  from  the  New 
York  Agency. 

Ollie  Choteau,  one  of  our  printer  girls,  is  spending  two  weeks  among 
friends  in  Wellsville. 

Miss  Seonia,  teacher  in  No.  4,  has  returned  from  her  vacation  outing 
at  the  seashore  and  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Snyder  is  back  and  at  his  post  of  duty,  seeing  that  his  tailor 
apprentices  drive  the  goose  properly. 

Miss  Mary  Nickles,  of  Shippensburg,  has  been  visiting  her  cousin,  our 
Miss  Newcomer,  for  a few  days. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  Miss  Miles  found  her  father 
better  when  she  arrived  in  Oregon. 

Miss  Weekley  came  in  from  South  Carolina  Wednesday  evening,  having  had 
headwinds  nearly  all  of  her  ocean  trip. 

A fast  workman  who  makes  blunders  is  an  expensive  man  to  have  around 
and  all  employers  know  it.  Accuracy  FIRST. 

The  digging  of  long  ditches  for  the  new  sewerage  system  now  authorized, 
is  in  operation,  and  the  work  is  no  play  for  those  who  have  it  to  do. 

Get  the  reputation  of  being  a speedy  as  well  as  accurate  workman  and 
you  are  always  in  demand,  and  when  the  proper  time  comes  you  will  get 
good  pay. 

Miss  Clara  L.  Smith  of  Eire,  Pa.,  who  has  been  a teacher  at  Ft.  Shaw, 
Montana,  Indian  school,  for  some  time,  ahs  been  transferred  to  Carlisle, 
and  arrived  this  week. 

Major  Pratt  came  quietly  in  on  Monday,  having  dropped  Mrs.  Pratt  and 
Miss  Richenda  by  the  way.  They  will  visit  relatives  and  friends  in  St. 
Louis  and  Indiana,  and  return  early  next  week. 

John  Teepee,  of  Michigan,  who  at  one  time  was  a pupil  of  the  Mt. 

Pleasant  school,  shows  that  he  has  a business  mind,  and  that  he  came  for 
a purpose,  for  he  immediately  applied  to  enter  a trade  and  chose  the 
printer's.  He  is  already  classed  among  the  typos. 

Mrs.  Capt.  Long  of  Carlisle,  with  Mrs.  McCall,  teacher  at  the  Glen 
Mills  school  near  Philadelphia,  visited  us  last  Friday. 


Superintendent  Pierce  of  the  Oneida  Boarding  School,  and  Mrs.  Pierce 
arrived  on  Saturday  with  a party  of  21  pupils  for  our  school. 

Miss  Hill  brought  the  worst  storm  of  the  season  last  Saturday. 

That's  natural  we  suppose,  for  do  not  storms  frequently  follow  hills  and 
mountains? 

Samuel  Miller,  of  the  Stockbridges,  Wisconsin,  has  re-entered 
Carlisle  after  a year  or  so  at  home,  and  takes  up  his  work  as  a 
compositor  where  he  left  off. 

The  next  thing  to  "I  like  the  little  paper,"  is  "I  must  have  the 
little  paper,"  then  five  2 cent  stamps  in  a letter  and  it  is  yours. 

Easy!  We  thank  so  many  people  for  saying  "I  like  it." 

The  storm  interfered  with  the  Band  open-air  concert  Saturday  night,  but 
abated  sufficiently  for  all  to  go  to  the  Assembly  Hall,  where  they  were 
entertained  with  some  fine  selections. 

Mr.  lames  D.  Flannery,  '94,  and  his  bride,  both  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Michigan,  school  arrived  yesterday  at  noon  receiving  a rousing  welcome. 
They  will  make  an  extended  visit,  and  home  at  the  hospital,  while  there 

Oh,  yes,  we  have  had  a vacation,  but  have  our  boys  and  girls  been 
idle?  No.  The  girls  of  Mrs.  Zeamer's  class  in  the  sewing  department 
made  689  new  pieces,  and  repaired  1093  pieces,  in  August. 

Miss  Martha  Hench,  formerly  of  our  corps  of  workers  and  now  of  the 
Hahnemann  hospital,  Philadelphia,  was  out  visiting  old  friends  and 
associations  last  Saturday,  a guest  of  Mrs.  Given.  She  is  at  her  home 
in  town  for  a brief  vacation. 

The  welcome  that  was  given  to  Major  Pratt  when  it  was  known  that  he 
had  arrived  was  a cordial  one  all  around.  The  band  played  some  of  their 
best  selections,  and  the  hand-shaking  was  hearty  and  general,  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  thought  he  read  in  the  Major's  face  that  he  was  as 
glad  to  get  back  as  the  people  were  glad  to  see  him. 

When  Miss  Carter  started  on  her  vacation  to  Massachusetts  a single 
ticket  was  enough,  but  on  Monday  a telegram  came  to  place  eleven  tickets 
at  her  disposal,  which  made  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  think  that  her 
rest  and  recreation  was  agreeing  remarkably  well  with  her.  She  arrived, 
however,  on  Wednesday  morning,  from  St.  Regis  with  ten  pupils  for  the 
school,  which  explained  all. 

Which  one  of  the  representative  women  at  the  school  got  on  the 
trolley  car  the  other  evening  without  pocket  book  or  money?  Finding 
that  a pass  was  not  easily  obtained,  the  fare  was  "given"  to  her  for  the 
time  being  by  a Ninty-sixer  who  happened  to  be  on  the  same  car  and  took 
pity  on  the  unfortunate  traveller. 

Mrs.  Anna  Montgomery  and  her  daughter  Rachel  of  Shippensburg,  Mrs. 
Aughinbaugh  and  Mrs.  Heasley  of  Pittsburg,  with  Mrs.  S.B.  Shearer,  wife 
of  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Carlisle,  paid  our  school  a visit  on 
Monday  afternoon.  They  went  through  all  departments,  and  Mrs.  Shearer 
says  were  delighted  with  the  school  and  its  beautiful  surroundings. 
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(continued  from  first  page) 

eled  rocks,  its  water-falls  and  glimpses  of  a deep  and  turbulent  river. 

After  travelling  about  twenty-one  miles  we  stopped  by  the  side  of  a 
beautiful  mountain  stream  to  rest  our  horses,  and  to  eat  our  luncheon. 

The  water  was  ice-cold,  and  the  chilly  air  from  the  snow-banks  above 
made  us  hover  closely  around  the  rousing  fire  of  pine  knots  that  the 
gentlemen  hastily  built  beside  the  road. 

Nine  more  mils,  the  very  hardest  pull  for  out  teams  were  now  before  us. 

Captain  Applegate,  whose  great,  and  I may  add  affectionate  interest 
in  Carter  Lake,  has  for  many  years  led  him  to  use  his  efforts  in 
enabling  tourists  to  become  acquainted  at  least  by  sight,  with  this  not 
easily  described  wonderland,  had  determined  that  we  should  camp  at  the 
rim  of  the  lake.  So  in  spite  of  the  discouraging  accounts  from  several 
"campers"  we  had  met  on  our  way,  of  "insurmountable  snowbanks"  and 
"twisting  roadways,"  that  had  "obliged  them  to  camp  two  miles  below  in 
the  forest  and  then  walk  to  the  lake,"  we  climbed  on  over  all  the 
difficulties,  even  the  snowbanks,  which  fortunately  were  so  frozen,  that 


our  wagons  passed  over  them  without  much  more  than  breaking  the  crust, 
and  thanks  to  our  courageous  and  resolute  leader  we  reached  the  top  just 
as  the  sun  was  setting. 

We  were  so  fascinated  with  the  beauty  of  the  lake  that  we  could  not 
at  first  grasp  the  wonderful  grandeur  of  it  all. 

A brief  survey,  and  we  turned  aside  to  a little  hollow,  where  our 
tents  were  pitched,  and  there  we  endeavored  to  make  ourselves 
comfortable  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  we  devoted  several  hours  in  an  unscholarly  and 
ungealogical  manner  studying  the  why,  how  and  wherefore  of  the  wonderful 
sight  before  us. 

Try  to  imaging  yourself  standing  upon  the  rim  of  a basin  twenty  miles 
in  circumference  varying  in  height  from  500  to  2,000  feet  to  the  waters 
edge . 

The  inner  slope  of  the  rim,  although  precipitous,  is  not  a continuous 
cliff,  but  there  are  many  cliffs  and  there  are  slopes,  some  well  wooded 
where  it  is  possible  in  places  to  descend  to  the  water,  but  there  is  no 
beach,  the  steep  slopes  above  the  surface  of  the  water  continuing 
beneath  to  great  depths. 

The  color  of  the  lake  is  deep  blue. 

The  water  is  so  transparent  that  even  on  a hazy  day,  a white  dinner 
plate  ten  inches  in  diameter  may  be  seen  at  a depth  of  nearly  100  feet. 

The  greatest  depths  of  the  lake  soundings  have  been  1,623  feet. 

We  descended  the  wooded  slope  a short  distance  within  the  rim  to  a 
projecting  rock,  where  ewe  had  an  excellent  general  view. 

A very  special  feature  is  an  island  lying  about  two  miles  form  the 
western  shore. 

Its  irregular  western  edge,  and  the  steep  but  symmetrical  cone  in  the 
eastern  portion  are  very  suggestive  of  volcanic  origin. 

The  cinder  cone  represents  a perfect  little  volcano  with  steep  slopes 
- 845  feet,  surrounded  by  a crater  80  feet  deep. 

Captain  Applegate,  having  walked  completely  around  the  lake  and 
having  visited  the  island,  we  were  enabled  through  him  to  learn  much  in 
the  few  hours  we  visited  this  "another  great  wonder"  of  the  great 
Northwestern  country. 


THE  HARRISBURG  BAND  CONCERT. 


The  crowd  at  Reservoir  park  last  night  was  as  large,  if  not  larger 
than  any  of  the  park  this  season.  Notwithstanding  the  immense  crowd, 
the  best  of  order  prevailed  and  everybody  was  delighted  with  the  music 
rendered  by  the  Indian  band  and  Professor  W.  Paris  Chambers,  the  noted 
musician.  The  band  was  composed  of  fifty  Indians,  and  so  well  was  the 
music  rendered  that  the  best  critic  was  unable  to  find  occasion  to 
criticize.  Every  member  of  the  band  is  a musician,  and  performed  his 
part  in  a manner  that  proved  his  musical  abilities.  Mr.  Dennison 
Wheelock,  the  masterful  twirler  of  the  baton,  deserves  credit  for  his 
good  work.  Professor  Chambers  again  demonstrated  to  the  thousands  of 
listeners  last  evening,  his  great  skill  in  handling  the  cornet.  The 
number  of  people  at  the  park  was  estimated  at  10,000,  all  of  whom  were 
pleased  with  the  musical  treat.  -[Star-Independent. 


THE  TALENTED  NATIVE. 


Rev.  Edward  Marsden,  of  Saxman,  one  of  the  brightest  of  our  Native 
Alaskans,  and  the  only  Native  that  has  taken  a full  college  and 
theological  course  of  study,  is  in  town  for  a short  visit.  Mr.  Marsden 
was  one  of  the  first  scholars  at  the  Sitka  Industrial  School,  and  he  is 
an  honor  to  his  Alma  Mater  and  to  his  people.  He  will  preach  at  the 
Presbyterian  church  on  Sunday  evening,  and  we  hope  there  will  be  a large 
congregation  present. 

-[THE  ALASKAN. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 


My  5,  6,  8 is  what  our  roof-makers  work  in. 

My  3,  7,  4y  5 is  worn  by  people  and  is  found  on  the  outside  of 
animals  and  buildings. 

My  1,  2,  5 is  a large  tub. 

My  whole  is  what  we  have  no  more  use  for  this  year  at  the  Carlisle 
Indian  School. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Heat. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http : //www.epix. net/~landis . 

"RE : Riding  on  to  the  Shiprock  Fair"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Oct  1999  14:11:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : Riding  on  to  the  Shiprock  Fair 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Riding  on  to  Shiprock,  she  is  with  me  and  we  come  with  six  horses.  We 
got  up  early  this  morning,  twilight  was  gone  and  the  pink  of  Dawn  came 
to  greet  us  and  we  rode  out  together.  We  ride  with  six  horses  to  trade 
and  race;  my  woman  rides  with  me  to  Natani  Nez,  (Shiprock) . It  beckons 
me  in  the  distance. 

I turn  and  see  she  riding  close  behind.  She  sits  in  the  saddle  and 
glides  along  the  ground.  Her  long  hair  caught  in  the  breeze  and  it 
blows  through  it  softly.  Silver  she  wears,  a concho  belt,  silver 
buttons,  a fine  heavy  bracelet  with  turquoise  from  Cerillos,  spiderweb 
it  is.  laclo  (turquoise  beads  with  red  orange  coral)  hang  gracefully 
from  her  neck.  Even  in  the  faint  light  she  glows  and  the  silver 
glistens . 

We  go  on  to  race  with  those  at  the  gathering  by  the  river  by  Shiprock. 
On  the  bank  we  will  camp  and  she  will  make  me  coffee  and  corn  stew. 

She  rides  as  if  she  was  born  on  a horse,  her  velvet  shirt  shines  yellow 
gold  in  the  dawn,  the  morning  dew  softens  her  face,  her  dark  eyes  shine 
with  early  morning  light. 

Yasho,  it  feels  good  to  be  alive.  Let  me  wander  these  lands,  my  land, 
let  me  know  that  I am  Navajo  forever.  Oh,  how  nice  it  is  to  ride  this 
way,  passed  Table  Mesa  and  on  toward  Shiprock.  Many  join  us  and  we 
travel  together,  there  will  be  races,  games,  and  silver  to  trade.  We 
will  talk,  sing  and  dance  on  soft  ground,  drink  cool  water  and  share 
stories  to  tell  over  the  winter  nights.  In  the  distant  far  off  horizon 
a bonfire  glows,  a blazing  light  beckoning  me  to  come. 

I will  sing  with  the  Yei-Be-Che's  and  watch  them  move  in  the  twilight. 
Let  me  go  quickly  and  let  them  know  I come.  That  she  rides  with  me  and 
my  six  horses.  Let  all  our  days  be  like  this,  that  we  shall  be  together 
forever  and  so  we  ride  on  to  the  Shiprock  Fair... let  the  Holy  People 
know  - we  are  here  in  the  light  of  Dawn  and  so  it  is  with  beauty  I go  and 
she  rides  with  me. 

Tonight  when  the  sky  is  dark  and  trees  very  still  and  no  sound  is  made 
I will  be  standing  at  the  place  near  Shiprock  and  you  will  hear  the 
sound  of  whistles  blowing  and  the  hooting  of  a sound  far  off,  yes  it  is 
the  sound  of  dancers  singing  and  moving  in  the  night.  I will  stand  with 
the  old,  the  young,  Navajo  men  and  women  watching  the  story  unfold  as 
told  many  winters  time  and  again.  We  will  dance,  sing  and  laugh  and  do 
so  all  night. 

Monster  Slayer  and  Born  for  Water  and  the  Holy  People  will  watch  us  as 
we  go  about  and  they  will  say  it  is  time  to  put  away  summer  things  and 
bring  out  winter,  the  frost  has  come  and  gone.  They  will  taste  fresh 
melon  and  delight  in  us  remembering  them  and  their  stories  in  the 
Navajo  Way. 

Look  closely  we  shall  dancing  and  sing  together  this  night.  I will 
stand,  just  one  of  the  people  there,  and  I will  watch  them  sway  to  the 
music,  and  listen  to  the  laughter  and  talk  once  more.  loin  me  tonight; 
we  will  dance  until  dawn.  So  look  to  the  night  sky  and  you  will  see  a 


shooting  star  flick  on  by,  it  is  the  journey  of  the  Holy  People  as  they 
catch  a shooting  star  to  come  way  over  by  Shiprock  in  Navajoland  to 
hear  the  songs  that  make  my  heart  sing. . . . 

Johnny  Rustywire. . .http://www.geocities.com/rustywire/ 

"RE : Poem:  Spirits"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere . net> 

Subj : Poems 

Spirits 

I catch  a glimpse  of  them 

peripherally 

when  my  mind  is  calmed 

on  busy  city  streets 

walking  close  to  the  land 

in  small  groups  and  bands 

the  Native  Peoples  who  still 

reside  where  tall  buildings  attempt  to  hide 

the  land  where  eons  have  passed  by 

they  stay  these  caretakers  of  the  Earth 

and  not  can  hide  them 

not  traffic  light 

nor  speeding  car 

not  pavement  and  curbing  hide  the  scar 

where  once  the  land  was  fresh  and  new 

where  every  living  thing  burst  forth 

and  kept  good  company 

with  he  who  loved  the  land 

Now  as  I walk  the  crowded  street 

I see  the  moccasins  compete 

with  littered  walks  and  well  shone  feet 

I see  them  there 

an  endless  line 

of  long  forgotten  times 

and  there  atop  the  hill  I see 

my  Ancestors  look  down  at  me 

their  feathers  blowing  in  the  wind 

the  painted  ponies 

eye 

reflects  the  damage  we  have  done 
to  Earth  and  Wind  and  Sky. 

Copyright  1998  Dreamwalker 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Oct  99  23:36:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  24-30 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

24 

Those  we  love  are  near  to  us  in  spirit. 

25 

Tread  gently  upon  the  dew-pearled  grass  of  morning. 

26 

It  is  never  too  late  to  change,  to  learn,  to  grow. 


27 

The  sunlight  weaves  dappled  patterns  of  leaves  upon  the  grass. 

28 

Only  the  wind  can  speak  my  true  name. 

29 

The  leaves  sigh  with  the  wind's  caress. 

30 

In  knowledge  lies  the  greatest  power. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Native  Youth  Group  Fundraiser"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Oct  1999  12:25:30  -0700 
From:  Ben  Marra  <benmarra@halcyon . com> 

Subj : Native  Youth  Group  fundraiser 

Dear  Gary, 

Could  you  please  run  this  information  about  our  year  2000  Ben  Marra 
calendars : 

Ben  Marra  Studios  is  pleased  to  offer  their  beautiful  2000  calendars: 
POWWOW. .. Portraits  of  Native  Americans,  and  Native  American  Dance,  to 
youth  groups  and  student  organizations  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

The  calendars  provide  a fund  raising  opportunity  for  student  programs 
each  year.  Because  of  the  popularity  of  the  stunning  calendars,  they 
provide  a quick-selling  income  opportunity  for  student  projects. 

To  view  the  calendars  and  learn  more  about  the  opportunity  visit  the  web 
site : 

http : //www . halcyon . com/benmar ra/youth . htm 

Or,  for  more  details,  call  1-800-624-1940  and  ask  for  Linda.  Feel  free 
to  pass  this  message  along  to  potentially  interested  groups.  They  are 
almost  gone. 

Thank  you. 

Linda  K.  Peterson 

Ben  Marra  Studios 
310  First  Ave.  S.  #333 
Seattle,  WA  98104 
benmarra@halcyon . com 
(206)  624-7344 
(206)  624-4864  fax 
(800)  624-1940 

http : //www. halcyon . com/benmarra/ 

"RE;  Symphonic  Powwow"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Oct  1999  22:53:39  EDT 

From:  BrentMD@aol.com 

Subj : symphonic  powwow  premiere 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
Never  Before  Have  You  Experienced  Something  Like  This! 
-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 

December  10-11,  1999 

The  New  Mexico  Symphony  Orchestra  Presents  . . . 

"New  World  / New  Mexico  / New  Century  " 

Brent  Michael  Davids  performs  in  the 
World  Premiere  of  his  Symphony  No.l 

" PAUWAU : A GATHERING  OF  NATIONS  (FOR  MC  AND  ORCHESTRA)" 

* David  Lockington,  Conductor 


* New  Mexico  Symphony  Chorus 

* Brent  Michael  Davids,  Quartz  Crystal  Flute 

* Sammy  Tone-Kei  White,  Emcee 

Native  American  Dancers,  staged  by  Choreographer  Peter  Pucci 

Popejoy  Hall,  University  of  New  Mexico 

Dec  10  at  8:00  PM  - Dec  11  at  6:00  PM 

Info:  (505)  881-8999  or  1-800-251-NMSO  statewide. 

Tickets:  1-800-905-3315  or  www.protix.com. 

The  world's  first  symphonic  powwow  bears  this  dedication: 

In  loving  memory  of  my  English  Grandparents  and  my  Mohican  Grandparents, 
the  last  of  which  traveled  to  a new  season  in  late  summer  of  1998.  And  to 
my  very  old  English  and  Mohican  relatives,  the  Pilgrim  who  Mayflowered  the 
ocean  to  land  on  Native  soil,  and  the  Native  who  was  there  to  meet  him. 

- Brent  Michael  Davids 

PAUWAU : A GATHERING  Of  NATIONS 

1.  Welcome 

2.  Sunset  (Adagio) 

3.  Gourd  Dance 

4.  Grand  Entry 

5.  Flag  Song  (Fanfare) 

6.  Veteran  Song  (Memorial) 

7.  Interlude  One 

8.  Inter-Tribal  (Dance) 

9.  Tiny  Tots  Dance 

10.  Interlude  Two 

11.  Song  Cycle 

12.  Final  Contest  Song  (Dance) 

13.  Honor  Song 

14.  Prayer  Song 

15.  Grand  Exit 

Brent  Michael  Davids  first  major  Symphony,  No.  1,  PauWau:  A Gathering  of 
Nations  is  subtitled  "a  day  in  the  life  of  a powwow".  Dust  as  one  hears 
the  Master  of  Ceremonies  at  a powwow,  his  voice  is  heard  throughout  the 
symphonic  work  as  well  --  to  direct,  explain,  announce  and  entertain.  In 
this  case,  the  M.C.  helps  direct  the  symphonic  powwow  event  along  with 
the  conductor.  The  orchestra  performs  music  that  portrays  the  typical 
events  of  a powwow  day  in  15  movements.  Sammy  "Tone-Kei"  White,  Kiowa,  of 
Anadarko,  Oklahoma,  was  chosen  to  be  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  for  PauWau 
four  years  ago,  when  the  work  was  in  its  infancy.  Tone-Kei  has  emceed  major 
powwows  since  the  late  1960's,  including  Albuquerque's  famed  "Gathering  of 
Nations"  powwow.  Often  creating  specialized  instruments  for  his 
compositions  from  interesting  materials,  Davids  will  be  performing  on  a 
soprano  flute  hand-made  from  quartz  crystal  by  Michael  Wheeler  and  Don 
Galvin.  Now  his  signature  instrument,  the  sounds  surging  from  Davids' 
quartz  crystal  flute  are  as  unique  as  they  are  haunting  in  beauty.  Davids' 
use  of  extended  instrumental  techniques  such  as  whispering  or  singing  as 
he  plays,  combined  with  sometimes  harsh  brittle  articulations,  sets  his 
performances  apart  from  other  Indigenous  flute  players  recording  today. 

Yet  there  is  another  aspect  of  Davids'  music  that  makes  Pauwau  unequaled. 
Although  there  is  a current  trend  among  modern  Non-Indian  composers  to 
borrow  Native  American  themes  for  use  in  their  music,  the  success  rate  has 
been  albeit  splotchy.  Despite  a long  history  of  symphonic  composers  looking 
for  Indigenous  inspiration,  including  Dvorak  and  others  as  far  back  as 
Rameau,  success  in  creating  true-to-life  Indigenous  music  has  been  limited 
to  a few  composers  such  as  the  established  Quapaw-Cherokee  composer.  Dr. 
Louis  Ballard.  What  sets  Davids'  work  apart  is  his  intense  familiarity  with 
Native  American  traditions,  and  his  expertise  as  a trained  experimental 
composer.  And  unlike  some  indigenous  performer's  beginning  ventures  into 
the  symphonic  arena  where  the  music  is  written  out  by  non-Natives  (e.g., 
works  featuring  R.  Carlos  Nakai,  Doanne  Shenandoah,  and  others)  --  every 
dot,  line  and  dash  of  PauWau  was  actually  put  on  the  page  by  Davids 
himself.  What  a Native  American  composer  knows  of  indigenous  life  is 


more  exacting  than  what  a non-Indian  composer  can  only  imagine  --  and  it 
shows.  Written  as  only  a Mohican  composer  could  write  it,  PauWau  is  a 
powerful  and  enriching  mix  of  both  the  orchestral  tradition  and  Native 
American  life.  Davids  hopes  PauWau  will  introduce  orchestral  music  to 
Native  American  audiences  in  a familiar  way,  and  bring  an  understanding  of 
the  powwow  to  audiences  already  familiar  with  the  orchestral  repertoire. 
PauWau  was  commissioned  in  part  by  the  New  Mexico  Symphony  Orchestra  with 
the  gracious  assistance  of  Ralph  Berkowitz,  and  supported  in  part  by  the 
Djerassi  Resident  Artist  Program,  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and  others. 


Brent  Michael  Davids  is  a young  composer  whose  music  moves  between  the 
worlds  of  the  Kronos  Quartet,  loffrey  Ballet  and  Native  American  Song. 

Mr.  Davids,  a member  of  the  Mohican  Nation,  is  an  internationally 
recognized  Composer  whose  music  features  elements  of  Native  American 
tribal  music  combined  with  Western  compositional  techniques.  Davids  has 
composed  for  very  different  ensembles  and  genres  demonA_strating  his  skill 
and  versatility  attained  from  his  classical  training,  and  often  uses 
traditional  Native  American  instruments  of  his  own  design  in  his 
compositions,  including  flutes  made  of  quartz  crystal.  In  addition  to 
extensive  performances  of  his  works  in  the  US  and  abroad  by  the  Kronos 
Quartet  (The  Singing  Woods,  '94;  Turtle  People,  '95;  Native  American 
National  Anthem,  '96);  the  loffrey  Ballet  (Moon  of  the  Falling  Leaves,  '91), 
and  the  National  Symphony  Orchestra  (Canyon  Sunrise,  '95),  Davids  has 
received  numerous  awards  from  organizations  such  as  the  NEA,  Meet  the 
Composer,  ASCAP,  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and  the  Sundance  Institute. 
Davids  holds  a Bachelor  degree  and  Master  degree  in  composition  from 
Northern  Illinois  University  (1981)  and  Arizona  State  University  (1991) 
respectively.  In  1998,  Davids  was  invited  to  be  one  of  six  composers 
invited  to  Robert  Redford's  Sundance  Institute  Composers  Lab  where  he 
created  music  for  Sherman  Alexie's  upcoming  film  "Indian  Killer"  and 
received  shouting  applause  for  the  score.  Also,  he  was  featured  on  a 
segment  of  "CBS  Sunday  Morning"  with  Charles  Osgood  and  Eugenia  Zuckerman 
(1998).  Davids  recent  collaboration  with  Doe  Myers  has  resulted  in  a 
number  of  new  instrumental  songs  for  an  all  Quartz  Crystal  Flute  and  Guitar 
CD  called  "Doe  & the  Blue  Butterfly"  (1999).  In  addition  to  his  recent 
performances  at  Lincoln  Center  Out-Of-Doors  (NYC),  the  Native  Roots  and 
Rhythms  Festival  (Santa  Fe)  and  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
(NYC),  Davids  is  hard  at  work  on  a new  project  --  The  Trial  Of  Standing 
Bear:  The  Opera!  --  for  the  Opera-Omaha  company  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

A native  of  Great  Britain  and  Music  Director  of  the  New  Mexico  Symphony 
Orchestra,  David  Lockington  has  already  endeared  himself  to  musicians  and 
audiences  alike  with  his  unerring  musicality  and  engaging  personality. 
Maestro  Lockington  will  conduct  the  accomplished  New  Mexico  Symphony 
Orchestra  in  this  exciting  World  Premiere.  This,  NMSO's  last  concert  of 
the  millennium,  will  also  feature  Dvorak's  love  letter  to  the  New 
World,  his  Symphony  No.  9.  Don't  miss  this  Once-In-A-  Lifetime  Event!! 

BLUE  BUTTERFLY  GROUP 
3049  10th  AVE-S 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  55407 
TEL:  612/729-8421 
FAX:  612/729-8806 
BRENTMD@AOL.COM 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  18  October  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

October  23 

8th  Annual  Razorback  Pow-wow 

Barnhill  Arena,  University  of  Arkansas 
Native  American  Student  Association 


Gourd  Dancing  § 2pm, 

Grand  Entry  @6:30 

Adult  category  contests  only. 

Must  be  in  grand  entry  to  contest  and  in  regalia  to  receive  contest  money 
October  30 

AICS  7th  Annual  Fall  Inter-tribal  Gourd  Dance 
Norman,  OK 
(405)  552-3803 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  3r.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 13 

Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century  Conference 
Holiday  Inn  City  Center  in  Tucson,  AZ 
Kristy  Schmidt  (520)  621-7189 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 

National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 


November  13  - 14 
Apache  Vets  Day  Fair  (contest) 


San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  13  - 14 
7th  Annual  Four  Winds  Pow-wow 
Killeen  Texas 

Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts  Food  Booths  and  $1.00  Admission 
Paula  Brock  (254)  699-3167 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 


Date:  Sun,  03  Oct  1999  21:38:21  -0700 
From:  BAZERKLY  <Bazerkly@att . net> 

Subj : California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival  (Native  American) 

Newsgroups : alt .drugs .mushrooms , alt . art . storytelling, 
alt . native, soc . culture . native 

CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  STORYTELLING 
SYMPOSIUM  & FESTIVAL 
Nov.  6-7,  1999 
Ohlone  Community  College 
43600  Mission  Blvd. 

Fremont,  CA  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

Event  Information  and  Registration  form  (below) 

At  Ohlone  College  this  November  6-7th  experience  the  magic  of  Native 
California  Indian  storytelling,  find  timeless  creation,  laughter,  and  love, 
at  the  5th  annual  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival. 
Returning  to  Ohlone  College  for  a second  year,  the  California  Indian 


Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  will  welcome  Native  California  Indian 
storytellers  from  tribes  throughout  the  state.  Elders  and  other  cultural 
tradition  bearers,  representatives  from  the  rich  diversity  of  California 
tribal  traditions,  will  share  their  stories  and  songs  in  a celebration  of 
Native  life,  history  and  contemporary  experience  at  this  event  for  all 
people  --  Indian  and  non  Indian.  The  Master  of  Ceremonies  is  Lanny  Pinola 
(Pomo/Coast  Miwok) . The  featured  storytellers,  singers,  and  workshop 
presenters  from  San  Diego  to  Palm  Springs,  Santa  Barbara  to  Big  Sur,  Sonoma 
to  Eureka,  include:  L.  Frank  Manriquez  (Tongva),  Alvino  Siva  (Cahuilla)  and 
Georgiana  Sanchez  (Chumash),  Sue  Diaz  (Chumash)  and  Joseph  John  Moreno 
(Chumash),  Debra  Krol  (Salinan)  and  Mary  Bishop  (Salinan),  Alex  Ramirez 
(Rumsien/Ohlone) , Julia  Parker  (Porno),  Darryl  Babe  Wilson  (Iss/At'we)  Genny 
Seely  (Wiyot)  and  Vivien  Hailstone  (Yurok/Karok/Hupa) , George  Blake 
(Hupa/Yurok) , and  Tony  Sylvia  (Hupa). 

The  weekend  has  a full  offering  of  events,  all  open  to  the  public.  On 
Saturday,  November  6th  is  a Symposium,  with  workshops,  panel  discussions 
and  scholars  presentations.  Workshops  include  "Family  Stories  and 
Storytelling,"  "Working  with  Elders  and  Oral  History,"  "Researching  and 
Telling  Traditional  Stories,"  "Awali  Sitwala:  Preserving  and  Writing  CA 
Indian  Stories,"  and  "Children  and  CA  Indian  Stories  in  the  Curriculum." 

New  for  1999:  a Banquet  and  Saturday  Evening  Performance  and  celebration 
of  Native  music,  "California  Indian  Story  as  Song."  Native  songs  will  be 
shared  from  Bird  Singers  of  the  southern  California  desert,  Chumash  songs 
of  the  ocean,  Pomo/Coast  Miwok  of  northern  California  foothills  and  rugged 
coastline,  and  music  from  the  far  northern  Redwood  forests  of  Humboldt 
County.  Sunday,  November  7 is  an  entire  day  of  storytelling  performances 
by  our  featured  storytellers  with  two  new  programs  "Honored  Elders," 
storytellers  with  life  long  experience,  and  "Emerging  Voices,"  those  new  to 
the  public  arena.  Vendors  of  California  Indian  artists,  cultural 
organizations,  and  publishers  of  California  Indian  books  and  Native  food 
booths  will  be  present  both  days. 

The  symposium  and  festival  will  be  held  in  the  state-of-the-art  Smith 
Community  Theater  Center  (home  of  the  Fremont  Philharmonic  Orchestra).  The 
Saturday  symposium  and  workshops  are  recommended  for  adults  and  teens,  ages 
15  and  up.  The  Sunday  storytelling  concerts  are  recommended  for  adults  and 
children  ages  8 and  up.  The  suggested  donation  for  day  programs  is  $10  per 
day  for  adults  or  $20.00  for  both  days,  $5.00  per  day  for  elders  and 
children  ages  8-15  years.  The  Special  Event  fees  for  the  Banquet  and 
Performance  are  $20  for  adults,  $8  for  Elders/Students/Children.  Tickets 
for  just  the  Performance  (without  dinner)  are  $5.00. 

Join  us  for  an  incredible  weekend  of  events,  a time  for  joy  and  hope.  As 
one  1998  Festival  audience  member  commented,  "I  loved  feeling  hope  again 
for  our  planet  through  feeling  our  native  people  are  alive  and  well." 

The  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  is  made  possible 
thanks  to  a grant  from  the  California  Council  for  the  Humanities,  the 
sponsorship  of  Ohlone  Community  College,  the  Storytelling  Association  of 
Alta  California  (SAAC)  and  the  California  Indian  Storytelling  Association 
(CISA). 

For  information  call:  510-651-6414  or  510-794-7253, 

email:  cistory@cistory.org 

View  our  web  page  at:  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

To  REGISTER:  see  below 

To  present  a paper  at  the  symposium  on  Saturday,  Nov.  6th,  contact: 

Professor  George  Rodgers 

Ohlone  College 

Department  of  Anthropology 

43600  Mission  Blvd,  Fremont,  CA  94536 

phone:  510-659-6257,  email:  grodgers@ohlone . cc . ca . us 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  & Festival, 
November  6-7,  1999 

SUGGESTED  DONATION  FOR  PROGRAMS 
# tickets 


$amount 


General x $10  = Symposium,  Sat.  Nov.  6 

General x $10  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Elder/Student x $5  = Symposium  Sat.  Nov.  6 

Elder/Student x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Child  (8-14yrs) x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

SPECIAL  EVENT  FEE:  SAT.  NOV  6 BANQUET/PERFORMANCE 
Banquet/Performance  (pre-registration  only) 

General x $20  = 

Elder/Student/Child  x = 


Performance  ONLY x $5  = 


FESTIVAL  SPONSOR* x $65  = 

♦Festival  sponsor  donation  includes:  1 general  ticket  for  Sat/Sun 
Programs 

and  Special  Event,  one  t-shirt  and  one  year  CISA  membership  per 

sponsorship 

purchased . 

Total  amount  enclosed  $ 

Yes!  I can  volunteer,  please  call/email  me 

at : 

Note:  If  you  need  an  accomodation  or  ASL  interpreter,  please  contact  us 
by  Oct  18,  1999. 

Name 

Address 

City /St at e/Zip 

Phone  

Email 

Send  and  make  check  or  money  order  payable  to 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival 

P.0.  Box  267,  Fremont,  CA  94537-0267 

Your  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  is  appreciated! 

Ticket  orders  received  after  Oct.  30  will  be  held  at  the  Registration  Table. 
No  refunds  after  Oct.  30,  1999. 

QUESTIONS?  call  510-794-7253  or  email:  cistory@cistory.org 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  01:14:17  -0400 
From:  "3im  and  Liz"  <okit@prodigy . net> 

Subj : Native  American  3ob  Fair  is  accepting  resumes 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Times  is  accepting  resumes  for  people  who  would  like  to 
submit  their  resumes  to  the  dozens  of  recruiters  who  will  be  in  attendance 
at  the  job  fair.  We  know  not  everybody  can  fly  to  Tulsa  on  November  8th,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  shouldn't  submit  a resume.  We  are  getting 
recruiters  from  all  across  the  U.S.  some  corporate,  some  tribal,  some  from 
federal,  state  and  local  governements . Business,  Flealth,  Service  will  all  be 
represented.  White  collar  as  well  as  Blue  collar.  We  even  have  some  unions 
interested  in  attending. 

Email  us  your  resumes  to  editor@okit.com  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
http : //www. o kit . com/ jobs/ applicants. htm 

There  is  no  fee  to  submit  your  resume  or  no  cost  to  attend. 

please  post  to  any  fellow  Native  people  you  think  would  be  interested. 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 


-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Char-Koosta  News  Pow  Wow  Calendar 
OCTOBER  1999 

Oct.  23  and  24:  5th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Americas 
Pow  Wow;  El  Dorado  Co.  Fairgrounds;  Placerville,  CA; 
(530)  647-0433 

Let  us  announce  your  pow  wow. 

Please  include  a phone  number  or  functioning  e-mail 
address  for  confirmation  purposes. 


A note  to  those  wanting  to  learn  more  about  Indian  celebrations: 

With  over  500  tribes  still  existing  in  the  U.S.  it's  hard  to  come  up  with 
definitive  information  about  pow  wows.  Nothing  can  replace  attending  one  and 
asking  questions  of  the  experts  there. 

Send  your  comments  about  this  web  site  to  ckn@ronan.net. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  ru  y ru 


ALABAMA 

Oct.  22-23:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scotsboro-lackson 
Heritage  Center,  208  South  Houston  St.,  two  blocks  off  the  courthouse  square 
Not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of  the  lifeways  of  the  Southeastern 
Indians.  Crafts,  skills,  dress  & storytelling;  mainly  of  Cherokee  & Creek 
traditions.  Hours:  Friday  8:30am  - 4:00pm;  Saturday  9:00am  - 4:00pm. 
Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Students.  Info:  (256)  259-2122. 

Oct.  23-24:  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon,  off  Hwy.  49,  between 
Dadeville  & Horseshoe  Bend  national  Military  Park.  HD:  Wagon  Burners;  Guest 
Drum:  Southwind;  HM:  Don  Redbear;  HL:  Lois  lones,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
her  daughter,  Sandy  Frazier,  and  granddaughter.  Brandy  3enkins;FP:  Tony 
Walkingstick.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm  Saturday,  11am  - 5pm  Sunday.  Admission:  Ages 
6-11  & Seniors  - $1.50;  Ages  12  & over  - $3.00.  HH:  The  Horseshoe  Inn, 
located  at  the  intersection  of  US  Hwy.  280  & AL  Hwy.  22,  in  Alexander  City, 


AL  (256)  234-6311.  The  public  is  invited.  All  dancers  are  welcome.  Info: 
Terry  or  3udy  Huff  (256)  825-0075.  This  event  comes  highly  recommended. 

Nov.  5-6:  Alabama  Indian  Statewide  Pow  Wow,  inside  Garrett  Coliseum, 
Montgomery.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Info:  Eloise  Josey  at  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision  (334)  242-2831. 

Nov.  12-13:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Muscogee  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  American 
Legion  Building,  Elba.  HM:  Ronald  Newell  Messer;  HL:  Frances  Culp;  AD/MC: 
Roger  Johnson;  HD:  TBA.  Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Kids.  Booth  Space: 
$10.00  for  one  day;  $15.00  for  two  days.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Nov.  13-14:  Oneonta  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  Agri-Business  Center,  Oneonta. 
HM:  Jeff  Happy  Bear  Whatley;  HL:  Cindy  Pretty  Moon  Samples;  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  MC/FP:  Larry  Campbell.  Info:  ravenheartl@aol . com  or 
prttymoon@aol . com . 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  5-7:  AIA  Pow  Wow,  Orlando.  Info:  (407)  862-9676  or  952-1541.  Vendors 
call:  (407)  331-8399. 

Nov  5-7:  Southern  National  Harvest  Festival,  at  Ocala  Marion  County  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Fort  King  St.  & Northeast  25th  Ave.,  Ocala.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit;  MC:  Two  Ponies  (Cherokee);  HM:  Red  Horse  (Lakota);  HL:  White  Fawn 
(Shoshone);  National  WBS/Veterans  Park  Princess:  Angel  Parisoe.  A fellowship 
& family  festival  sponsored  by  the  White  Buffalo  Society,  Inc.,  & Ocala 
Marion  Co.  Veterans  Park  Committee.  Free  admission.  Free  parking.  Arts, 
crafts,  educational  exhibits,  youth  games,  tipi  open  house;  Princess  Contest, 
Aztec  Dancers,  intertribal  dancing,  flute  music,  storytellers.  Bricks  for  the 
park  for  sale.  Donations  to  the  park  welcomed.  Info  or  booth  space:  White 
Buffalo  Society,  176  NE  168  Court,  Silver  Springs,  FL  34488  (352)  625-2279  or 
thewbsinc@aol . com . 

Nov.  11-14:  Indian  Day  Fall  Pow  Wow  of  the  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  Info:  (813)  620-3077. 


KENTUCKY 

Nov.  5-7:  Honor  the  Veterans  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Dryer  Fieldhouse,  Fort 
Campbell.  Note:  this  event  was  previously  scheduled  for  October  at  Austin 
Peay  State  University  in  Clarksville,  TN,  but  was  moved  to  Ft.  Campbell  due 
to  last  Spring's  tornado  damage.  HM:  Grady  Jones;  HL:  Sheila  Jones;  HV: 
Clayton  Priest;  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  ST:  Dorothy  Duckapoo  Goode;  Princess: 
Mary  Foche;  Junior  Princess:  Rene  Tapp.  Schedule:  Friday,  6:30pm  - 9:00pm; 
Saturday,  9am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 6pm.  GE:  1:00pm  & 6:30pm,  Saturday;  1:00pm, 
Sunday.  Craft  demos  from  9am-llam  on  Saturday.  Also,  blowgun  demos.  Native 
American  foods,  flute  playing,  arts  & crafts.  A Drum-off  with  a $500  prize. 
All  dancers  welcome.  Admission:  Free  to  all  on  Friday;  otherwise:  $4.00 
Adults,  $2.00  Military  with  ID,  $2.00  Children  6-12,  $1.00  Seniors  (over  60); 
uniformed  Scouts  admitted  free  on  Sunday  afternoon  with  paying  adult.  Vendors 
by  invitation  only.  Sponsored  by  the  Native  Cultural  Circle,  co-sponsored  by 
Ft.  Campbell  Division  EO.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Clarksville-Montgomery  County 
Public  Library  Native  American  Studies  Area.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker 
(931)  326-5837  or  Dgbakel@ibm.net.  On-post  contact:  SFC  Washington  (502) 
798-3946. 


MISSOURI 


Nov.  13-14:  Columbia  Pow  Wow,  at  Trowbridge  Livestock  Center,  Columbia.  Info: 
(816)  470-2067. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  20:05:01  EDT 

Subj : South  Fall  Update,  Pt.  2 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Oct.  29-30:  Lumbee  Fall  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural 
Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2462. 

Nov.  4-6:  Guilford  County  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival, 
Greensboro  Cultural  Center,  Greensboro.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Nov.  13:  Occaneechi  Saponi  Homecoming,  Pleasant  Grove.  Dancers  & traders  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  (919)  732-8512. 

Nov.  19-20  (tenative  date):  Wild  Game  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2433. 


OKLAHOMA 

Oct.  10-Nov.  7:  Masters  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee. 
Info:  (918)  683-1701. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  12-14:  NOAME  Pow  Wow,  at  the  National  Guard  Armory,  Greenville.  Info: 
(803)  256-8700. 


TENNESSEE 

Oct.  22-24:  Native  Cultural  Circle  Pow  Wow,  Clarksville.  This  event  was  moved 
to  a November  date  at  Fort  Campbell,  KY.  See  Kentucky  listings  for  details, 
or  call  (931)  326-5837. 

Nov.  6:  Native  American  Day  Celebration  Dinner,  6:00pm,  at  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church,  Navajo  Drive,  Chattanooga.  Speaker  is  Albert  Bell,  Hr., 
(Choctaw)  of  the  Tennessee  Commision  on  Indian  Affairs.  Tickets  are  $20.00; 
advance  reservations  required.  Sponsored  by  CIRCL.  Info:  iktomi@hypertext.com. 


TEXAS 

Oct.  23-24:  South  Texas  Pow  Wow,  Domingo  Sepulveda  Gymnasium,  Weslaco.  Info: 
Robert  Solo  (956)  686-6696. 

Nov.  7:  Austin  Independent  School  District  Pow  Wow  & American  Indian  Heritage 
Festival,  at  the  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin.  Info:  (512)  456-7244. 

Nov.  13-14:  Four  Winds  Pow  Wow,  Killeen  Special  Events  Center,  Killeen.  Info: 
Pamela  Brock  (254)  699-5354  or  fourwindsl@hotmail.com. 


VIRGINIA 

Nov.  12-14:  Great  American  Indian  Expo,  Richmond  State  Fairgrounds,  Richmond. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Oct  1999  11:20:54  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Subj : NAC  Update 


Mailing  List: 


Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 


>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo. uni .edu>  10/18/99  11:17AM  >>> 

loin  our  Talking  Circle 

Listen  LIVE  Online  Every  Monday  - Friday 

l-2pm  ET 

listen  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 

Program  Schedule  10/18/99  - 10/22/99 

MON  - 10/18:  Music  Maker:  Douglas  Spotted  Eagle: 

"Voices"  is  a new  release  by  Douglas  Spotted  Eagle,  an  acclaimed  flute 
player  and  composer  of  contemporary  ethnic  music.  He  will  be  our  featured 
performer  as  we  once  again  bring  you  the  unique  sounds  of  Native  America  and 
the  opportunity  to  meet  and  speak  with  one  of  Indian  Country's  musical 
performers . 

TUE  - 10/19:  World  Indigenous  Rights: 

Article  VI  of  the  Constitution  states  that  treaties  entered  into  between 
Indian  Nations  and  the  U.S.  Government  affirm  the  collective  rights  of 
tribes.  And  the  United  Nations  has  established  a clear  position  of 
recognizing  the  sovereign  rights  of  Indigenous  people.  So  why  is  the  U.N.'s 
Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  People  still  in  draft  form?  Our 
guest  will  be  Leslie  Gerson  of  the  U.S.  State  Department. 

WED  - 10/20:  National  Native  American  Honor  Society: 

Straight  A's  used  to  be  out  of  reach  for  most  Native  students.  But  now, 
through  the  introduction  of  an  educational  philosophy  based  on  ancient 
Indian  traditions  and  customs,  there  are  thousands  of  Natives  with  4.0  grade 
point  averages.  Is  your  child  an  honor  student?  Do  you  qualify  for 
retroactive  membership?  Guests  include  genetics  professor  and  society 
founder  Frank  Dukepoo  of  the  Hopi  Nation. 

THU  - 10/21:  Alcatraz:  Thirty  Years  Later: 

It  all  started  on  Alcatraz  Island  30  years  ago  when  a group  of  young  Native 
Americans  reclaimed  Alcatraz  Island  as  aboriginal  land.  This  bold  move 
marked  the  birth  of  the  modern  American  Indian  Movement.  How  far  have  we 
come  since  that  takeover  on  the  rock?  Invited  guests  include  Floyd  Red  Crow 
Westerman  of  the  Lakota  Nation  and  Adeline  Potts  of  the  Athabascan  Nation. 
FRI  - 10/22:  Acknowledging  Your  Native  Heritage 

Even  in  this  day  and  age,  many  Natives  don't  acknowledge  their  heritage. 

Why  is  this?  loin  Sharon  McConnell,  and  her  guests,  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  explore  the  importance  of  being 
proud  of  who  you  are. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

emartin2@unl.edu 

402.472.3287 

Comming  this  fall 

from  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian: 

Coyote  Bites  Back:  Indian  Humor 

Memory  and  Imagination:  The  Legacy  of  Maidu  Indian  Artist  Frank  Day 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
with  the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail 
airos@unlinfo.unl.edu  with  the  subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Ferry,  Leslie,  Joseph  C Winter,  Ishgooda  via  Robert  Dorman, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  The  American  War  Library, 
Larry  Innes,  Pat  A Walsh,  Paula  Walters,  Jean  BraveHeart,  Martha  E Ture, 

K Dawn,  Dreamwalker,  Ben  Mama,  Brent  Michael  Davids,  Christine  A.  Penney, 
Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Dale  Mitchell,  AliceH,  A.N.N.A.  Foundation, 
Just  an  Old  Man,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Angelina  Carrerras 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Nov  9 13:52:38  1999 
Date:  Tue,  26  Oct  1999  18:48:30  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.044 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cree  birds  fly  south  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cheyenne  moon  when  thin  ice  forms 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw, 
Nat-Film  & LPDC  Mail  Lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup : alt . native 
http://www.cow-net.com/tiltulum 
http: //members .xoom. com/freepeltier/index. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

""It  is  the  general  belief  of  Indians  that  after  a man  dies  his 
spirit  is  somewhere  on  earth  or  in  the  sky,  we  do  not  know  exactly 


where  but  we  are  sure  his  spirit 
Mato-Kuwapi,  Santee  Yanktonai 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 

t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -- 

I Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


still  lives. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Much  has  been  happening  these  past  few  weeks,  but  nothing  is  more 
important  than  helping  our  relatives  make  it  through  another  winter.  To 
my  elders  I apologize  for  the  delay  in  starting  this  winter's  help  list. 

Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Note  of  Caution:  I do  NOT  edit  for  content  <period>.  The  words  in  the 
articles  are  not  mine  to  change.  There  are  two  articles  in  this  issue 
with  some  "plain  spoken"  ad jectives . . . View  From  The  Hogan  6 and  On  Anna  Mae 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

(*,*) 

===w=w== 


Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  featured 

- Native  Elders  Await  Eviction 
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RE:  Native  Elders  Await  Eviction 


Date:  Thu,  21  Oct  1999  05:34:27  GMT 
From:  (MW)  <lwsr@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : Native  Elders  Await  Eviction 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
http://www.cow-net.com/tiltulum 

From  the  Cowichan  News  Leader 
October  20th  1999,  Vol  97  Number  27 
lennifer  McLarty  - Staff  Reporter 
Page  1&3 


Eliza  lack  sits  by  her  living  room  window  anticipating  the  worst. 

The  70  year  old  Cowichan  Tribes  elder  has  been  keeping  watch 
since  Friday  Morning,  surrounded  by  Family,  Friends  and  pictures 
of  grandchildren  tacked  to  the  wall. 

She's  waiting  to  learn  whether  or  not  she'll  be  evicted  from  her 
lack  Road  home  after  refusing  to  sign  a new  housing  agreement  and 
mortgage  payment  schedule  with  the  band  office. 

"I'm  not  saying  I refuse  to  pay"  said  lack,  "I  just  want  to  be 
heard.  I want  my  questions  answered  first,  that's  all." 

In  a letter  dated  September  7th  1999,  lack  and  her  husband  Sam 
site  a litany  of  problems  with  their  nine  year  old  house,  from  a 
shifting  foundation,  mold  and  wobbly  cupboards,  to  a faulty  water 
tank. 

To  date  the  letter  hasn't  been  answered  by  the  band's  housing 
department,  and  lack  is  questioning  why  her  family  should 
continue  to  pay  for  a building  that's  falling  apart. 

She  also  wants  to  ensure  that  her  grandson  is  listed  as  a "Full" 
Cowichan  Tribes  member,  before  committing  to  another  agreement. 

Both  she  and  her  husband  fear  he'll  be  "kicked  out"  when  they  die 
unless  his  status  is  on  solid  ground. 

"All  I want  is  to  be  heard"  said  lack  - clenching  her  hands  and  leaning 
towards  the  window. again . "Do  you  think  that's  wrong?  Am  I asking  too 
much?  They're  just  questions." 

According  to  her  family,  a $1000.00  payment  was  made  towards  the 
$63,000  house  on  September  3rd.  and  lack  produces  the  receipt 


as  evidence. 

But  earlier  this  month  a tentative  notice  of  eviction  for  October 
15th  was  dropped  at  the  back  door,  leaving  the  elder  in  shock. 

Unless  the  signs  the  new  contract  now,  she  believes  the  house  and  the 
land  her  family  has  occupied  for  generations  will  be  lost. 

The  situation  is  further  exacerbated  by  the  fact  that  she  and  her 
husband  have  limited  records  of  how  much  they've  paid  towards  the  home, 
which  is  part  of  a group  mortgage  negotiated  by  the  band  and  the 
Canada  Mortgage  and  Housing  Corporation. 

They  thought  payments  were  being  deducted  from  welfare  cheques  sent 
directly  to  the  band  office  since  1991. 

lack  says  she  has  requested  the  balance  from  Cowichan  Tribes 
several  times,  but  hasn't  been  provided  the  information,  and  is 
at  a loss  without  it. 

"People  are  always  talking  about  Indian  Teaching,  but  I felt 
very  sad  by  the  way  they  treated  me  there"  - said  lack  who 
only  has  an  elementary  school  education  and  admits  that 
she  is  confused  by  the  process. 

Other  band  members  like  Harvey  Alphonse  have  also  refused 
to  sign  the  new  agreement,  this  time  on  the  advice  of  a lawyer. 

He  stopped  making  payments  on  his  home  in  1992,  after  his  family 
fell  ill.  Alphonse  believes  one  granddaughter  wound  up  in  Victoria 
hospital  as  a result  of  toxic  mold  growing  in  his  home,  which 
was  built  in  1980  and  later  torn  down  due  to  the  problem. 

If  Alphonse  had  agreed  to  sign  the  paper,  his  monthly  payments 
would  have  jumped  from  $130.00  to  $432.00  with  a clause  stating 
that  rent  would  now  be  reviewed  yearly,  and  based  on  personal 
income. 

He  questions  whether  the  new  agreement  is  legal,  and  with  what 
authority  the  band  office  can  threaten  to  remove  people  from 
their  homes. 

"There  are  too  many  questions  and  no  accountability"  says 
Alphonse  who  has  moved  his  family  into  a trailer  for  the  interim. 

I've  requested  to  meet  with  Council  to  explain  my  side  of  the  story 
but  I've  been  refused." 

In  response  to  growing  concerns  on  the  Cowichan  reserve.  Chief 
Lydia  Hwitsum  told  the  News  Leader  she's  sympathetic  to  what  some 
people  are  experiencing,  but  adds  her  community  must  take 
responsibility  for  the  mortgage  debt  its  accumulated. 

She  says  a new  housing  policy  and  tenancy  agreement  will  end  the 
confusion  regarding  housing  payments,  and  when  faulty  structures 
will  be  repaired  or  replaced. 

"We  haven't  had  a clear  policy  to  keep  the  program  running  smoothly." 
explains  Hwitsum,  admitting  not  everyone's  mortgage  balance 
has  been  compiled.  "It  lacks  some  organization  right  now" 

"If  everyone  would  come  into  the  band  office,  and  provide  us  with  their 
information  we  could  get  everything  straightened  out." 

But  Hwitsum  adds  responsibility  for  an  improved  housing  program  doesn't 
rest  solely  on  the  shoulders  of  band  members. 

Cowichan  Tribes  has  introduced  a program  to  tackle  the  mold  issue  and  the 
housing  department  is  now  being  properly  staffed,  revamped  and  improved. 

The  band  is  also  considering  legal  action  against  contractors  and 
possibly  the  Canadian  Mortgage  and  Housing  Corporation,  which  Hwitsum  says 
was  contracted  by  Indian  Affairs  to  inspect  homes  during  the  later  1970 's 
and  early  1980' s. 

"We  have  a definite  problem  with  housing  on  reserve,"  says  Hwitsum. 

"Its  become  an  enclave  for  contractors  and  companies  that  cut  corners 
in  order  to  widen  their  profit  margins.  And  that's  only  been  made  worse 
by  the  fact  that  we're  one  of  the  biggest  reserves  in  B.C." 

She  adds  that  band  members  whose  homes  are  lost  to  mold  won't  be 
abandoned  and  will  be  compensated  for  their  investment. 

While  Hwitsum  believes  part  of  the  Tribes  problem  is  the  result  of 
delinquent  payments,  she  told  the  News  Leader  - she  can't  comment  about 
specific  cases  out  of  respect  for  people's  privacy. 

A 130  name  petition  challenging  the  new  housing  agreement  is  expected 


to  be  turned  into  the  band  office  this  month. 

+++++++++ 

Feel  Free  to  redistribute  this  article  as  you  see  fit. 

Somena  Governance  Society  Information 

"RE : Semi  Load  to  Flagstaff"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  10:10:06  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Semi  load  to  Flag;  Living  Museum 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

From:  BSmithl948@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  09:15:35  EDT 

The  truck  can  make  various  stops  on  route  40  the  following  is  a note  I sent 
:I  have  a semi  willing  to  carry  supplies  to  Flagstaff.  I believe  the 
biggest  needs  are  for  wood  for  heat  and  cooking  along  with  non  perishable 
food  items,  warm  clothes  and  feed  for  livestock  The  Semi  will  be  driven  by 
an  Oneida  Woman  from  La  Salle  Illinois  area.  She  will  be  able  to  pick  up 
either  along  route  40  or  at  Peoria  Illinois. 

I Flave  spoke  with  the  People  at  the  white  Buffalo  in  Janesville  and  they 
have  agreed  to  allow  anyone  working  for  the  cause  to  come  on  their  property 
and  gather  wood. 

The  woman  who  will  be  driving  the  semi  is  about  4' 11  and  wt  is  about  801b 
but  her  heart  for  the  People  is  that  of  a giant.  Fler  name  is  Patty  Boyer, 

I hope  this  clarifies  the  kind  of  help 

I could  also  furnish  names  of  places  which  would  sell  the  items  needed. 
Perhaps  some  knows  some  farmers  that  could  donate  some  straw  or  hay  even 
a few  bales  from  multiple  farmers  could  make  a big  difference. 

For  the  living  museum  I will  need  letters  of  support  to  introduce  for 
showing  interest  and  suggestion  on  how  and  what  should  be  offered  to  help 
teach  and  help  the  old  way  survive. 

Also  ideas  on  places  for  grants.  This  place  can  tell  the  history  and  story 
of  the  mesa  and  be  sure  that  after  February  this  fight  is  not  forgotten. 
This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 

To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 

For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights  crisis  in  the 

United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 

http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l. htm 

— "RE:  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support"  - 

Date:  Mon,  25  Oct  1999  15:40:57  PDT 
From:  "FBMSN  GROUP"  <f bmsn@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

From:  "FBMSN  GROUP"  <f bmsn@hotmail . com> 

Hello  Robert, 

Hope  that  you  and  all  the  support  network  out  there  are  happy  and 
healthy.  Hopefully  you  can  post  this  to  inform  others  of  activities  out 
of  Flagstaff  and  ways  people  can  plug  in  to  help. 

WOOD  RUN  - October  30,  Meeting  at  Macy's  Coffee  Shop  Beaver  St. 
Flagstaff.  Call  520-773-8086 

We  need  volunteers!  Pick-Up  Trucks  and  gas  money  to  help  haul 
large  quantities  of  wood  up  to  the  Black  Mesa  area  prioritizing 
Non-signing  families. 


BMIS  is  working  with  a Environmental  Communicators  group  of  Northern 
Arizona  University  who  have  arranged  to  rent  U-Haul  to  collect  wood  from 
outside  Flagstaff  and  transport  it  to  Black  Mesa.  More  vehicles  are 
urgently  needed  to  help  distribute  more  wood  to  as  many  families  as 
possible.  Since  my  return  in  September,  wood  and  long  term  supporters  have 
been  the  two  predominant  requests  from  families,  and  unlike  reliable 
supporters,  the  wood  is  just  lying  around,  SO  LETS  GET  IT  UP  THERE!!!  (If 
there  are  any  reliable  supporters  lying  around  bring  them  too!! 

Other  Updates: 

Work  parties  are  ongoing.  BMIS  travels  up  to  various  homesites  on  the 
reservation  every  weekend  with  all  the  volunteers  we  can  muster  to:  chop 
wood,  build  hogans,  bring  food,  repair  homes,  vehicles,  chainsaws,  check  in 
on  families  and  to  place  long  term  supporters.  We  keep  an  ever-growing  list 
of  requests  for  help  from  the  families  and  try  our  best  with  limited 
resources  and  people  numbers  to  attend  to  those  needs.  As  winter 
approaches,  the  focus  is  currently  on  supplying  wood  (see  wood  run  above). 

For  those  wishing  to  come  to  the  reservation  or  Flagstaff  to  help,  short 
or  long  term  (many  families  are  requesting  long  term  supporters);  we  provide 
Supporter  Information  Packs.  These  include  what  to  bring,  what  to 
(possibly)  expect,  cultural  sensitivity,  non-violence  information,  and  an 
application.  We  are  requesting  people  bring  $35  in  gas  money  if  you  need  us 
to  transport  you  to  the  reservation  from  Flag  (we  otherwise  pay  for  gas  out 
of  our  pockets  as  we  keep  BMIS  funds  for  direct  on-land  needs  of  residents). 
Be  aware  that  there  is  no  supporter  accommodation  in  Flagstaff.  We  have 
been  debating  a office  and  supporter  house  but  are  restricted  due  to  lack  of 
funds ...  comments  (warnings)  on  this  very  welcomed!! 

Weekly  meetings  are  open  to  all:  at  6:30  pm  every  Wednesday  at  the 
Excellence  in  Education  Building,  room  150  of  N.  Arizona  University. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  work  to  support  the  families  resisting 
relocation.  It  is  strengthening  to  know  that  people  are  working  on  many 
levels  internationally  to  bring  justice  for  indigenous  people.  Please  feel 
free  to  contact  us  any  way  you  desire. 

in  the  spirit  of  William  Wallace,  with  respect,  lason  - BMIS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support 
P.0.  Box  23501 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86002 
v-mail  : (520)  773-8086 

Web  Page  : www.netmanor.com/unity/unity.html 
e-mail  : granmonta@hotmail.com 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

"RE : View  From  The  Hogan  6"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Oct  1999  11:47:17  +0100 
From:  lesley  <lesley@hawthorns. demon. co.uk> 

Sub j : vf h6 

Gary 

The  Grandmother ' s words  and  actions  may  bring  a smile  to  your  face  but 
what  is  going  on  is  very,  very  sad! 

Lesley 

Forwarded  message  follows  

View  From  The  Hogan  6 September  1999 

PPPdays  till  the  final  solution 
Notes  from  Big  Mountain 
Ya ' a 'tee 

It  seems  I am  suffering  from  a bout  of  verbal  diarrhea  this  month,  and 
View  From  The  Hogan  is  a little  longer  than  usual.  Might  I respectfully 
suggest  (if  you  don't  already  do  it)  that  you  print  it  out  and  read  it 
later,  away  from  this  infernal  screen? 

As  well  as  the  "raid"  on  Paulines  cornfield,  we  hear  that  my  Grandma, 
Rena,  is  being  threatened  and  intimidated.  We  hear  also  that  the  cows  of 


one  non-signing  family  have  been  snatched.  Summer  recess  is  over,  Warmakers 
minions  are  back  in  the  saddle  with  the  daily  grind  of  low-intensity  warfare 
and  siege  tactics.  The  attack  on  Rena  is  grossly  disturbing.  I know  the  land 
she  herds  her  sheep  on,  I have  walked  it  every  day  for  many,  many,  moons. 

The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  do  not  graze  any  of  their  animals  there.  The  land 
has  not  been  grazed  by  any  animals  for  many  years.  This  is  not  good  for  the 
health  of  the  land  as  any  Range-Management  expert  will  tell  you.  By  taking 
her  animals  across  the  fence  to  another  "grazing  district"  her  animals  are 
doing  the  lands  "owners"  a favor.  To  continue  to  claim  that  the  harassment 
of  these  grandmas  is  to  protect  the  land  is  blatantly,  and  verifiably 
untrue.  By  the  way,  the  fence  Rena  and  her  animals  crossed  was  not  between 
HPL  & NPL,  but  between  "grazing  districts"  of  the  HPL.  As  more  details  came 
in  about  the  raid  on  Paulines  cornfield,  I was  aghast  ( a word  I've  longed 
to  use)  at  the  depth  of  the  disrespect  perpetrated.  Bahe  has  , as  usual, 
done  an  excellent  job  of  translating  Paulines  statement  about  the  incident. 
If  you  haven't  read  it,  and  I would  highly  recommend  you  do,  let  me  know  and 
I'll  pass  it  on. 

A recent  visitor  to  the  land  made  the  following  comment:  " I think  what's 
going  on  here  is  criminal."  Those  eight  words  contain  volumes  of  truth. 

Let's  begin  with  International  Law,  because  there  is  such  a thing,  though 
currently  the  biggest  "outlaw"  on  the  world  stage  is  the  U.S.  of  A.  What 
follows  is  by  no  means  a complete  list  of  laws  that  are,  or  have  been, 
broken  here  at  Big  Mountain,  but  I would  urge  you  to  find  copies  of  them 
yourselves  and  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

Article  II  (c)  & (e) . Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the 
Crime  of  Genocide. 

Articles  21  (2)  and  22  (5)  of  the  American  Convention  on  Human  Rights. 

Principles  I,  II,  III,  &V  of  the  Helsinki  Final  Act. 

Paragraph  6 of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to 
Colonial  Countries  & Peoples. 

Article  18  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

Article  12  of  the  American  Convention  on  Human  Rights. 

Principle  7 of  the  Helsinki  Final  Act. 

Article  18  of  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights. 

Article  I of  the  International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Socail,  & Cultural 
Rights . 

Article  I of  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  & Political  Rights 

Principle  I of  the  Helsinki  Final  Act 

Paragraph  I of  the  General  Assembly  Resolution  1803  (XXII)  Concerning 
Permanent  Sovereignty  over  Natural  Resources. 

Paragraph  2 of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to 
Colonial  Countries  & Peoples. 

And  then  of  course,  there  are  the  Treaties.  Is  there  anyone  out  there  who 
does  not  know  that  of  the  many  hundreds  of  treaties  made  between  the  U.S. 
and  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent,  not  a single  one  has  been  honored? 
Co-signors  of  such  treaties  as  GATT  and  NAFTA  would  be  naive  in  the  extreme 
to  believe  that  the  US  will  honor  them  if  they  become  inconvenient. 

Then  there  is  Domestic,  Federal,  and  Constitutional  law.  Check  out: 

U.S.  Constitution,  Amendments  I,  IV, VI, XIV,  and  XV. 

Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act 

Native  American  Graves  Protection  Act. 

I'm  not  even  going  to  touch  the  many  Environmental  Laws  that  are  broken 
here  with  impunity. 

If  any  of  you  are  familiar  with  U.S.  Contract  Law,  check  out  the 
Accommodation  Agreement.  I'm  not  a lawyer,  but  I recognize  a good  joke  when 
I see  one. 

But,  to  be  fair,  I must  also  report  on  the  other  side  of  the  coin. 

With  my  very  own  eyes  I have  seen  "illegal"  and  "undocumented"  sheep 

grazing. 

With  my  very  own  eyes  I have  seen  roofs,  hogans,  & corrals  be  built  and 
repaired,  "without  permission". 

With  my  very  own  eyes  I have  seen  firewood  collected  "without  permission". 

With  my  very  own  eyes  I have  seen  elderly  women  "trespassing"  on  land 


composed  of  their  ancestors  bones. 

There  are  those  that  live  in  some  of  the  large  cities  that  take  a perverse 
pleasure  in  claiming  to  be  the  "Crime  Capital"  of  the  country.  Hah!  There  is 
more  crime  here  "per  capita"  than  anywhere  I know. 

But  in  a very  real  sense  all  of  the  foregoing  is  irrelevant. 

It ' s not  the  issue. 

Let  me  try  to  explain. 

In  navigating  my  way  through  lifes  sometimes  complexity  I have  always 
found  it  extremely  useful  to  distinguish  between  two  things.  Rules  and  Laws. 
The  distinction  is  simple,  rules  have  exceptions  and  change  rapidly,  laws 
are  absolute  and  change  slowly,  if  at  all.  In  any  conflict  between  the  two, 

I will  hopefully  opt  for  THE  LAW  every  time.  I admit  to  the  necessity  and 
wisdom  of  rules  some  time,  but  I think  to  confuse  rules  and  laws  is  the 
cause  of  much  misunderstanding.  Much  of  the  mythology  called  science  is 
rules.  And,  this  is  the  point,  much  of  the  dominant  societies  "laws"  are 
rules.  These  rules  are  owned  and  created  by  those  with  power.  I do  not 
believe  there  is  a single  reader  who  has  not  had  personal  experience  of  this 
fact.  As  Corbin  Harney  puts  it  "These  so-called  laws  that  we've  got  today, 
they  make  them  every  hour  on  the  hour.  Then  they  keep  changing  the  law, 
because  whoever  presents  it  doesn't  like  the  law  of  whoever  presented  it 
before,  so  they  make  another  law  to  replace  the  first  one." 

So  what  is  THE  LAW? 

Some  would  call  it  the  Creators  Law,  some  would  call  it  Natural  Law  or 
the  Law  of  Life,  some  might  say  Conscience.  Yet  another  might  call  it 
Original  Instruction.  Leonard  Peltier  astutely  perceives  3 levels  of 
Original  Instruction.  The  first  is  the  Original  Instruction  given  to 
humanity,  all  2 leggeds.  Then  there  is  the  Original  Instruction  given  to 
each  of  the  many  different  Peoples,  and  then  there  is  the  Original 
Instructions  given  to  each  of  us  as  individuals. 

I can't  tell  you  what  the  LAW  is;  we  must  each  come  to  it  ourselves,  by 
paying  attention  to  how  the  world  works,  by  listening  to  our  hearts,  and  by 
listening  to  those  with  wisdom,  the  Elders.  On  this  last  point  I offer  the 
following  pearls. 

Whenever  the  subject  of  the  Whitemans  law  came  up,  my  Grandma  would 
always  say  "when  they  can  make  it  rain,  when  they  can  make  the  grass  grow, 
THEN  I'll  listen  to  their  law" 

Roberta's  well  known  statement  "The  Creator  is  the  only  one  who  will 
relocate  me"  cannot  be  surpassed  for  simplicity. 

My  current  favorite  though  is  another  anecdote  from  Pauline.  Seems  that 
one  day  yet  another  official  came  by  with  yet  more  paperwork.  " It's  the 
law"  he  told  her.  Pauline  took  the  offered  paper  and  asked  "This  is  the  law 
you  say?".  "Yes,  yes!"  answered  the  official  eagerly.  Pauline  opened  the 
door  to  her  woodstove  and  placed  the  paper  inside.  Within  seconds  it  was 
reduced  to  ashes.  "Oh  well  " she  sighed,  "it  failed  the  first  test". 

Pauline  has  been  "deprived"  of  the  "benefit"  of  a school  education. 

She  has  the  sharpest  mind  I have  ever  encountered. 

Could  these  two  facts  be  related? 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  communicate  just  one  thing,  if  it  were 
possible  for  me  to  pass  on  to  you  just  one  simple  truth,  it  would  be  this: 
THE  NON-SIGNING  GRANDMOTHERS  HERE  AT  BIG  MOUNTAIN  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  PROTECT 
AND  DEFEND  THE  LAW  WITH  THEIR  LIVES.  EVERY  SINGLE  ONE  OF  US,  AND  THE 
GENERATIONS  YET  UNBORN,  BENEFIT  BY  THIS. 

If  as  Katherine  Smith  suggests  there  are  7 non-signing  grandmas,  surely 
they  must  be  known  as  the  Magnificent  Seven? 

It  continues  to  rain  and  rain  here.  I have  never  seen  the  Mesa  so  green. 
For  some  years  now  the  BIA/HTC  has  been  claiming  that  the  drought  is  the 
reason  for  the  continued  reduction  of  the  peoples  small  flocks.  What  are 
they  going  to  do  now?  Maybe  it's  too  wet  for  livestock?  Recently  I heard 
murmurings  that  actually  its  going  to  take  "years"  to  recover  from  the 

drought.  Yeah  right It's  hard  to  exaggerate  what  a blessing  the  rains 

are.  We  do  not  live  in  a climate  of  abundant  rainfall.  Sometimes  it  rains, 
sometimes  it  doesn't.  We  do  not  have  rivers  we  can  divert  for  irrigation.  We 


cannot  turn  a spigot  and  turn  on  sprinklers  or  drip  irrigation  for  pasture 
or  the  cornfields. ( For  those  of  you  with  plumbing,  do  you  not  feel  as  Gods 
& Goddesses  to  have  such  power  over  the  water  of  life?)  We  must  depend  on 
THE  LAW.  So  when  we  have  a really  wet  summer  like  this  year,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  experience  it  as  a gift  The  sheep  are  fat  with  the 
abundant  grass.  This  is  good  for  the  new  life  growing  inside  them.  We 
2-legged  are  eating  plenty  of  delicious  fresh  corn,  potatoes,  squash, 
pumpkins,  tomatoes  etc.  This  is  a great  help  in  dealing  with  the  daily  grind 
of  low-intensity  warfare  and  siege  tactics. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  VFH  I told  you  of  the  "raid"  on  Paulines  cornfield, 
and  that  I couldn't  understand  how  a few  women  growing  corn  could  be  a 
threat  to  the  HTC.  Well,  obviously  such  a thing  as  women  working  together  in 
life-sustaining  activities  is  a threat  to  any  patriarchal  institution  such 
as  the  Hopi  tribal  Council,  but  I think  the  real  reason  may  be  simpler,  I 
think  I've  surmised  the  real  reason  the  HTC  wants  the  cornfield  left 
unguarded.  The  cornfield  is  right  beside  the  road.  Every  day  Hopi  "Law 
enforcement  officers"  (I'm  sorry,  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  write  those 
words  and  not  laugh)  travel  the  road,  making  sure  the  land  is  safe  for 
their  bosses  cows.  Now,  I don't  know  how  many  of  you  have  seen  Hopi  cops, 
but  like  most  cops  I know,  the  kindest  thing  that  can  be  said  is  that  from 
their  appearance  they  certainly  seem  to  enjoy  their  food.  There  are  no  donut 
shops  round  here.  A field  full  of  fresh  corn  may  be  just  a little  too  much 
temptation.  Fortunately  2 women  are  still  standing  guard. 

For  those  of  you  who  do  not  live  in  Northern  Arizona,  and  as  one  of  View 
From  The  Hogans  aims  is  to  bring  you  the  words  of  the  Grandmas  directly,  I 
include  a letter  written  to  the  Navajo  Times.  Any  of  you  who  have  seen 
"Broken  Rainbow"  will  be  familiar  with  Katherine  Smith.  Like  all  of  the 
elders  here,  her  oral  tradition  leads  to  a simplicity  and  poetic  power  in 
her  words  that  is  lacking  in  much  of  the  way  the  Whiteman  speaks.  No  words 
are  wasted.  So  I urge  you  to  read  her  letter  "slowly  and  carefully",  which 
is  always  the  best  way  to  listen  to  Elders.. 

Editor  Duly  29th 

Navajo  Times 

We  heard  of  a law  called  PL  93-531  about  twenty  three  years  ago.  At  that 
time,  the  people  within  the  HPL  were  peaceful,  all  of  our  people  smiled  with 
nice  faces  and  they  were  polite  and  helped  each  other.  At  that  time,  this 
crazy  law  came,  we  didn't  even  know  that  this  law  was  made  and  what  it  did 
to  us . 

We  didn't  see  the  judge  that  passed  this  law  , and  we  didn't  go  to  court 
at  that  time.  They  passed  this  law  in  Washington,  not  on  Navajo  land. 

Now,  not  only  one  law  has  been  passed,  more  laws  have  come  to  us.  I'm 
still  here  yet  on  the  Big  Mountain.  I have  fifty  grandchildren,  four 
generations.  What  happens  to  them  now  that  the  Hopi  and  the  Whiteman  have 
swallowed  our  land.  They  have  swallowed  our  livestock  and  our  big 
cornfields.  Now  they  want  to  swallow  our  life,  our  body. 

I've  seen  a lot  of  police  around  Big  Mountain,  because  we  have  the 
Sundance.  We  left  the  gates  of  the  dance  and  police  chased  us,  stopped  us 
and  ticketed  us.  I think  these  police  are  so  hungry,  nothing  to  eat,  they 
want  to  swallow  us  after  they  have  eaten  our  land  and  livestock.  After  I am 
gone  what  are  they  gonna  swallow  next. 

So  police  harassment  is  going  on  in  the  HPL  today.  The  policemen  have  a 
badge,  so  they  tell  the  jailor  at  the  office  lies  about  us  on  their  land. 
Their  words  and  stories  are  not  true.  The  police  want  to  capture  me  like 
they  did  Peter  McDonald.  If  the  big  trouble  comes,  with  large  crowds  and  a 
lot  of  police,  then  somebody  gets  killed,  then  they  will  quickly  capture  the 
seven  ladies  who  didn't  sign  the  agreement  and  take  us  to  prison. 

We  are  already  in  prison,  but  they  won't  lock  us  up.  I think  that's  why 
they  are  really  bothering  us.  We  can  not  support  or  let  policemen  make  up 
stories  to  scare  people. 

Please  read  this  letter.  This  is  a true  letter. 

Katherine  Smith 
Big  Mountain 


I have  received  enquiries  as  how  to  support  ceremonies  here,  and  before 


answering  I wanted  to  clarify  some  points  with  the  Bosses,  so  I paid  a visit 
to  Roberta's.  As  usual  Unclejake  was  out  with  the  sheep.  As  usual  I found 
this  Great  Grandmother  cross-legged  on  the  floor  weaving.  Not  just  one  rug 
though,  she  was  surrounded  on  3 sides  by  looms  with  unfinished  rugs.  Without 
interrupting  the  rhythm  of  the  weaving,  without  taking  her  eyes  from  the 
rug,  she  answered  my  questions.  One  of  the  things  she  said  was  "tell  them  to 
use  their  own  ways,  to  use  their  own  ceremonies,  and  to  pray  for  Big 
Mountain."  A point  so  obvious  that  I had  forgotten  to  mention  it  to  you. 

I'm  a sheepherder. 

I spend  vastly  more  time  with  sheep  and  goats  and  dogs  than  I do  with 
2-leggeds . 

Most  of  you  reading  this  do  not,  therefore  I'd  like  to  tell  you  a little 
about  sheepherding,  and  by  implication,  sheep,  as  they  are  as  an  integral 
part  of  what  is  going  on  here  as  the  Grandmas,  and  also  because  someone 
wrote  me  and  said  I "seemed  intelligent  for  a sheepherder".  I don't  feel 
competent  to  judge  wether  I am  intelligent  or  not,  but  the  people  I live 
with  have  been  sheepherders  all  their  lives,  usually  from  even  before  they 
could  walk,  and  these  sheepherders  are  the  wisest  people  I have  ever  met, 
so  I remain  hopeful. 

Some  years  ago,  when  I was  living  with  my  Grandma  and  Grandpa,  we  went 
through  a rather  "lean"  period  one  winter  of  being  "cash  poor". 

Breakfast  was  mutton  soup,  frybread,  and  coffee.  Lunch  was  mutton  soup, 
fry  bread,  and  coffee.  Supper  was,  well,  you  figure  it  out.  This  went  on 
continuously  for  eight  days.  Each  day  the  soup  got  thinner.  I have  to  ask 
you  to  trust  me  that  you  cannot  imagine  how  tasty  mutton  soup  is  to  me  since 
that  time.  I now  experience  "Mutton  Hunger",  a curious  complaint  that 
afflicts  Traditional  Dineh.  When  I visit  Babble-on,  after  a few  days  I start 
to  yearn  for  mutton.  Store  bought,  Whiteman-raised  mutton  can  relieve  the 
condition  slightly,  but  only  mutton  from  the  land  I live  on  will  bring 
relief.  It's  a very  real  form  of  homesickness.  The  sheep  and  goats  we  live 
with  eat  a whole  variety  of  food  and  medicine  plants  that  give  a unique 
flavor  to  the  meat.  In  a different  area,  the  plant  life  varies  in  different 
ways,  the  sheep  eat  a different  diet,  the  sheep  taste  different.  To  eat  the 
mutton  is  to  partake  of  a sacrament,  an  acknowledgement  of  connection  to  an 
area  of  land,  the  source  of  our  lives,  our  home. 

At  the  time  of  this  "lean  period",  I'd  only  been  herding  sheep  for  six 
months.  In  many  ways  it  was  a "chore".  I did  it  because  my  Grandma  and 
Grandpa  shouldn't  have  to  do  it  at  their  age.  It  was  something  of  an 
inconvenience.  One  day  soon  after,  I was  standing  on  a rock  watching  the 
flock,  and  I was  invaded  by  the  statement  " A happy  sheep  is  a tasty  sheep". 
Maybe  the  flock  had  been  collectively  psyche-bombing  me  with  that  notion, 
but  I realized,  and  have  since  found  it  impossible  to  forget,  that  in  a most 
real  way  I owed  my  life  to  the  sheep.  From  that  moment  on  , my  attitude  to 
the  sheep  altered.  As  a sheepherder,  my  function,  my  "job",  is  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  flock,  not  vice  versa.  I hasten  to  add  that  their  "needs"  don't 
always  match  their  "wants",  but  mostly  they  do.  My  job  is  to  assist  them  to 
do  what  they  want,  but  pretty  much  it  means  I just  follow  them  around,  and 
be  on-call  24  hours  a day  for  them.  These  are  not  "resources"  in  the 
Whiteman  sense,  they  are  not  "economic  units".  We  let  them  do  their  thing. 

No  drugs,  dipping,  controlled  breeding, ....  we  let  the  Men  sheep  and  the 
Lady  sheep  do  what  comes  naturally  to  them.  Consequently  the  flock  is 
composed  of  all  sizes,  shapes,  colorings,  and  personalities.  We  know  the 
lineage  of  each  animal,  its  mother,  grandmother,  great  grandmother, .... 
sometimes  we  know  the  father.  We  know  them  as  individuals.  There  is  little 
"control"  imposed  on  them.  This  makes  it  in  some  ways  much  more  work  for  us. 
The  old  sheep,  the  grandmas,  are  not  killed  because  they  are  no  longer 
productive.  They  are  looked  after  with  care,  in  gratitude  for  their 
offspring  that  will  sustain  us,  even  though  it  means  more  work  for  me, 
picking  the  medicines  for  their  ailments,  slowing  the  whole  flock  down  so 
they  can  keep  up. etc.  Lambing  is  the  time  that  is  most  work  for 
sheepherders.  The  weather  is  usually  at  its  worst,  mid  winter,  and  any  weak 
or  sickly  lambs  must  be  bought  into  the  hogan,  kept  warm,  bottle  fed,  etc. 
Pre  and  Post-natal  care  is  my  job.  We  cannot  afford  to  lose  any,  especially 
as  the  flocks  are  so  small  nowadays.  The  flock  must  be  checked  several  times 
a night  to  see  if  there  is  any  problem  births.  Every  single  lamb  that  makes 


it  is  an  affirmation  that  life  will  go  on,  at  least  for  now.  It  is  a gift  we 
cannot  presume  the  right  to,  but  must  earn  by  following  THE  LAW.  I love  "my" 
sheep.  I cannot  ignore  that  they  are  relatives.  With  each  passing  day,  they 
teach  me  new  things  about  life.  I guess  the  sheepherders  life  is  not  for 
everyone,  but  I remain  the  richest  man  I know.  When  the  BIA  take  the  peoples 
sheep  it  is  much  more  than  economic  terrorism,  it  is  an  assault  on  the  very 
source  of  life  for  these  people.  We  know  it  is  not  done  to  protect  the  land, 
but  out  of  greed  and  a kind  of  fear-based  hatred.  Every  winter  the 
Grandmothers  need  help  to  protect  and  defend  their  flocks.  This  coming 
winter  will  be  no  exception. 

I note  with  curiosity  that  the  majority  of  emails  I'm  receiving  are  coming 
from  females.  I further  note  that  among  the  sheepherding/support  community, 
females  again  predominate.  The  frontlines  here  at  Big  Mountain  are  occupied 
by  Grandmothers . With  them  stand  mothers,  and  daughters,  and  sisters.  This 
seems  to  be  so  in  so  many  of  the  other  places  around  the  world  where  the  war 
against  life  rages. 

Where  are  the  men? 

(a  cry  heard  too  often,  I fear) 

But  then,  what  the  hell  do  I know, I'm  just  a sheepherder. 

"Disobedience  is  the  first  step  towards  freedom" 

I thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  my  words. 

Your  prayers,  support,  and  correspondence  are  invited. 

For  all  my  relations 

Bo  Peep 

Consultant  to  SDN  (Sheepherder  Defense  Network) 

Probationary  Member,  Union  of  Sheepherding  Philosophers,  Local  101. 
reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com 

P.S.  To  all  those  who  have  written  to  me,  please  be  aware  that  owing  to  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  flock,  the  corn,  and  the  Grandmas,  the  office  is 
sometimes  left  unattended  for  days  at  a time.  It  may  take  as  much  as  a half 
moon  between  when  you  write,  and  when  you  hear  back  from  me.  Around  here  the 
information  superhighway  is  a muddy  jeep  trail.  Please  be  patient,  you  will 
hear  from  me. 

If  you  have  received  this  update  as  a forward,  but  want  to  sure  of  getting 
them  in  the  future,  please  let  me  know  and  I will  add  you  to  the  list.  Also 
if  there  are  any  "back  issues"  you  don't  have,  again,  let  me  know. 

SADLY,  ANOTHER  STOP  PRESS 

September  9th.  The  View  From  the  Cornfield. 

It  is  with  a heavy,  heavy  heart,  and  with  a growing  sense  of  outrage  that 
I must  report  to  you  that  Paulines  cornfield  has  been  raided  yet  again. 

As  soon  as  the  news  reached  us,  I jumped  in  the  SNN  (Sheepherder  News 
Network)  Mobile  Unit  ( a fully  loaded  99  Suburban  Deluxe  with  a totally  cool 
camouflage  paint  job)  and  headed  straight  to  the  scene  of  the  crime.  By  the 
time  I got  there  the  thugs  had  already  left. 

Let  me  recap,  and  place  all  this  in  context.  Paulines  cornfield  is  way  out 
in  the  middle  of  nowhere,  miles  from  witnesses  or  help.  2 large  men  (and  I 
use  the  word  men  very  loosely),  employees  of  the  U.S.  Government,  with 
firearms  in  their  truck  if  not  on  their  person,  invaded  the  camp  of  Paulines 
female  helpers,  and  systematically  began  harassing  the  women  and  children, 
taking  dozens  of  photos. 

The  first  time  they  came  (august  18)  they  desecrated  a very  sacred  female 
ceremony,  the  collecting  of  the  corn  pollen.  This  was  rightly  felt  by 
Pauline  to  be  a case  of  sexual  harassment.  As  she  says,  when  men  repeatedly 
invade  a female  camp,  bad  things  must  follow.  That  they  come  again  and 
repeat  their  obnoxious  behaviour  makes  it  obvious  that  they  have  absolutely 
no  respect  for  women,  or  for  U.S  sexual  harassment  law,  or  for  even  basic 
human  rights.  When  one  enters  a Hopi  village  one  sees  huge  signs  demanding 


that  visitors  do  not  take  pictures  or  in  any  other  way  interfere  with  the 
inhabitants.  Yet  they  feel  it  perfectly  OK  to  harass  elderly  women  and 
children  way  out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere.  Oh  how  proud  their  mommas  must  be 
of  them. 

And  what  is  the  logic  of  their  behaviour?  It  seems  that  a single  tent, 
with  an  outhouse  and  a cooking  fire  somehow  constitutes  a "permanent 
structure".  When  I hear  the  words  "permanent  structure"  I think  of  the 
Pyramids,  or  the  World  Trade  Centre,  or  some  such  structure.  I feel 
somewhat  honored,  as  it  was  I who  helped  build  the  outhouse  in  question, 
and  let  me  tell  you,  a carpenter  I ain't.  That  they  would  consider  my 
humble  attempt  to  provide  shelter  from  the  weather  for  one  of  lifes 
necessary  activities  a "permanent  structure"  is  flattering.  To  the  long 
list  of  crimes  being  perpetrated  here  at  Big  Mountain,  must  now  be  added 
"possession  of  an  outhouse".  And  of  course,  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the 
wettest  summers  on  record,  a cooking  fire  is  also  illegal.  There  is  an 
elegance  to  their  logic  though.  If  an  outhouse  is  illegal,  and  to  take  a 
shit  in  the  open  is  illegal,  then  the  only  way  to  prevent  such  crimes  is 
to  make  it  illegal  to  eat,  therefore  cookfires  must  also  be  illegal. 

Surely,  somewhere  out  there  is  a Radical  Feminist  Lawyer,  with  experience 
of  leading-edge  sexual  harassment  lawsuits  that  would  be  very  interested  in 
what  is  happening  here?  Surely  it  would  be  a very  simple  procedure  to  slap 
an  injunction  on  the  Hopi  BIA  so  that  if  they  felt  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  continue  to  harass  these  old  women  and  children  that  they  at  least  keep 
the  thugs  in  their  cage  and  send  female  cops? 

There  is  little  harassment  of  men  here, ....  when  there  are  men  around 
the  armed  hooligans  run  away.  What  is  going  on  is  the  worst  kind  of  sexual 
harassment.  To  repeat  the  last  sentence  of  VFH6,  "where  are  the  men?".  They 

seem  few  and  far  between....  boys  there  are  aplenty sitting  around  in 

groups  talking  about  how  "cool"  it  would  be  to  make  yet  another  video,  how 
"radical"  it  would  be  to  put  together  yet  another  newsletter.  In  the 
meantime  the  grandmothers  ask  for  help  to  protect  the  cornfield,  to  chop 
wood  to  stay  warm  through  the  impending  winter,  and  no-one  is  to  be  seen.  I 
am  angry  right  now,  so  please  excuse  if  these  words  seem  critical,  but  I 
simply  do  not  understand.  Each  one  of  these  women  and  children  are  my 
relatives  and  friends,  and  I am  feeling  very  much  alone. 

US  GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYEES  ARE  SYSTEMATICALLY  HARASSING  AND  TERRORIZING 
DEFENSELESS  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  WITH  IMPUNITY.  Who  cares?  If  y'all  are  going 
to  wait  till  the  Feb  1st  deadline  to  come  and  help,  don't  be  surprised  if 
its  all  over. 

With  sadness  and  anger 

For  all  my  relations 

BoPeep 

reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com 
P.S.  September  10th 

Today  a Hopi  Ranger  (The  Men  in  Black)  delivered  an  "official"  notice  for 
the  camp  to  be  abandoned.  For  those  of  you  that  are  only  recently  becoming 
familiar  with  the  situation  here,  let  me  give  you  a little  history.  For  over 
30  years  Pauline,  and  the  other  resistors  have  been  forbidden  from  repairing 
their  homes,  or  building  new  ones.  As  their  children  have  grown  and  started 
families  of  their  own  there  is  therefore  nowhere  for  them  to  live,  therefore 
they  have  to  move  away.  This  is  called  (by  the  U.S.  Government)  "voluntary" 
relocation.  Left  on  their  own,  these  elderly  people  need  visitors  to  come 
and  help  them  with  the  simple  chores  of  life.  These  visitors  must  stay  in 
tents.  Therefore  the  U.S.  government  (and  their  lap-dog  the  HTC)  makes  tents 
illegal.  If  you  are  visiting  the  Hopi  reservation,  and  it  starts  to  rain,  DO 
NOT  use  an  umbrella.  You  will  be  cited  for  constructing  an  illegal  permanent 
structure. 

When  the  2 goons  came  yesterday,  one  of  them  said  "hey,  I know  you're  not 
doing  anything  wrong,  but  I have  to  enforce  the  law".  That  this  did  not  work 
for  Nazi  concentration  camp  guards  is  well  accepted,  so  I will  leave  you 
with  Paulines  thoughts  on  the  law.  "No  attorney  will  ever  adequately 


represent  my  concerns.  How  would  they  represent  the  ancient  conditioning 
that  my  great  grandmothers  set  forth  for  me  and  our  people  on  these  lands? 

Is  a lawyer  supposed  to  be  able  to  interpret  the  Supreme  Chants  that  my 
father,  a medicine  man,  provided  to  the  sacred  shrines  throughout  this 
land?" 

I would  have  liked  to  have  sent  this  message  out  straight  away,  but 
unfortunately  no-one  could  give  me  a ride  to  the  phone.  Things  are  hard  here 
at  Big  Mountain. 

lesley 


"RE:  Mi'kmaq  Take  Stand  Against  Gas  Company"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Oct  1999  08:22:22  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  10-24-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Mi'kmaq  take  stand  against  gas  company 
c.  CBC 

Oct  22  1999 

HALIFAX  - Mi'kmaq  natives  said  Friday  that  if  the  pipeline  company  pushes 
on  with  its  gas  pipeline  project  despite  a court  ruling  against  it,  it  will 
do  so  at  its  own  risk. 

Aboriginals  not  adequately  consulted  on  project 

The  landmark  ruling  for  the  Mi'kmaq  decided  by  the  Federal  Court  of  Appeal 
said  natives  were  not  adequately  consulted  on  the  natural  gas  pipeline 
project . 

According  to  the  Maritimes  and  Northeast  Pipeline  company,  the  Sable 
project  is  going  ahead. 

"From  what  we  can  understand  this  does  not  impact  the  mainline  project  at 
all,"  said  Krista  Jenkins  of  the  pipeline  company  "we're  going  to  proceed 
preparing  for  operations.  And  we  should  be  ready  by  next  month." 

Natives  are  not  ruling  out  asking  for  a court  injunction  to  halt  the 
project . 

Premier  Hamm  is  calling  on  the  company  and  the  native  community  to  strike 
a deal  now.  "The  ruling  is  clear  there  must  be  a written  agreement  so  my 
advice  would  be  to  get  on  with  the  issue." 

But  Bernd  Christmas,  lawyer  for  the  Mi'kmaq  hints  the  asking  price  on  the 
original  $147  million  claim  might  not  be  enough  now. 

The  federal  court  of  appeal  wants  the  National  Energy  Board  to  review  how 
Maritimes  and  Northeast  has  dealt  with  the  natives'  concerns. 

"RE : Tsuu  T'ina  Court"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Oct  1999  13:45:47  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Tsuu  T'ina  Court  - Mandamin  - Office  of  the  Peacemaker 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Date:  Sat,  16  Oct  1999  13:18:50  -0400 

From:  Lynne  Moss-Sharman  <lsharman@microage-tb . com> 

Saturday,  October  16,  1999 
'A  new  partnership' 

Canada's  first  court  based  on  aboriginal  values  opens  on  the 
Tsuu  T'ina  reserve 

By  PAUL  LUCAS,  SUN  MEDIA 


CALGARY 


Justice  for  members  of  the  Tsuu  T'ina  Nation 


underwent  a historic  change  yesterday  with  the  inauguration  of  the 
first  aboriginal  court  system  in  Canada.  The  new  system,  described  by  Tsuu 
T'ina  Chief  Roy  Whitney  as  a "new  partnership  in  peacemaking  and  justice," 
will  blend  traditional  aboriginal  values  with  modern  justice.  The  judge, 
staff  and  Crown  prosecutors  will  all  be  hired  from  the  First  Nations 
community,  while  such  native  traditions  as  sweatlodges  will  be  used  to  solve 
legal  problems.  Yesterday's  inauguration  began  with  Tony  Mandamin  being 
sworn  in  as  judge  of  the  court,  which  will  deal  only  with  provincial  laws. 

Mandamin,  an  Anishnawbe  aboriginal  from  Ontario,  is  the  first  person  to 
preside  over  a court  that  will  have  specific  jurisdiction  over  offences 
committed  on  a reservation.  Among  those  attending  the  ceremony  at  the 
Council  Chambers  of  the  Tsuu  T'ina  Nation  were  Premier  Ralph  Klein  and 
members  of  the  provincial  court.  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  and  the  Alberta 
Court  of  Appeal.  "This  is  the  first  court  in  Canada  with  a First  Nation 
judge,  run  by  people  of  the  First  Nation,  and  held  on  First  Nation  land," 
said  Klein.  "It  is  an  excellent  model  for  other  courts  in  Canada  to 
follow."  Chief  Whitney  described  the  new  system  as  being  the  first  step 
in  reconciling  some  of  the  many  judicial  problems  faced  by  Tsuu  T'ina 
people  in  the  past.  "It  is  appropriate  that  we  take  this  step  on  the  eve 
of  a new  century,"  he  said.  "We  believe  it  will  make  all  the  difference 
to  our  people. " 

In  order  to  achieve  the  traditional  component  of  the  new  system, 
two  cultural  advisers  were  also  sworn  in  yesterday.  Referred  to  as  the 
Office  of  the  Peacemaker,  these  advisers  will  work  closely  with  the  court 
by  resolving  problems  through  traditional  means  such  as  sweatlodges  and 
spirit  healing.  Mandamin  is  expected  to  start  hearing  cases  in  the  Tsuu 
T'ina  court  early  in  2000. 
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"RE : Nisga'a  Closer  to  Self-Government"  
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Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  10-06-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
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Nisga'a  closer  to  self-government 
c.  CBC 

Oct  21  1999 

OTTAWA  - Ottawa  introduced  legislation  Thursday  to  make  the  historic 
Nisga'a  treaty  law,  the  final  step  in  the  British  Columbia  band's  long 
journey  towards  self-government. 

The  agreement,  which  gives  the  Nisga'a  control  over  more  than  1,900-square 
kilometres  of  land  in  B.C.'s  lower  Nass  Valley,  has  already  been  approved 
by  the  province  and  the  band. 

Nisga'a's  territory 

It  also  provides  them  with  self-government  powers  comparable  to 
municipalities.  The  deal  includes  about  $500  million  in  cash,  grants,  and 
financing  for  government  programs. 

"This  treaty  is  a full  and  final  settlement  of  the  Nisga'a  aboriginal 
rights  and  title  claims  in  Canada,"  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault 


said . 

Nault  described  the  settlement  as  "fair,  affordable  and  honourable."  In 
exchange  for  land,  money,  and  more  political  powers,  the  Nisga'a  are  giving 
up  tax-exempt  status  and  the  right  to  make  future  claims. 

Ottawa  is  paying  70  per  cent  of  the  financial  portion  of  the  deal,  the 
most  comprehensive  in  B.C.  this  century.  The  province  is  providing  the  land, 
and  covering  the  rest  of  the  costs. 

Once  approved  by  Parliament,  the  treaty  will  become  law. 

The  Liberals  are  promising  swift  passage  of  the  bill,  but  the  Reform  Party 
has  threatened  to  hold  up  the  legislation. 

"RE : innu  Nation  President  David  Nuke  Resigns"  — 

Date:  Wed,  20  Oct  1999  22:35:15  -0230 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@INNU.CA> 

Sub  j : News:  Innu  Nation  president  David  Nuke  resigns 
Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation,  "David  Nuk",  says  it's  time  to  let 
go  of  the  past  and  work  towards  the  future. 

Key  Words:  [Lower  Churchill;  Voisey's  Bay;  IOC] 

Media:  CFCB-AM  Reporter:  ANGELA  GARNIER 

Date:  12:01:30,  991019 


Angela  Gamier:  The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  says  it's  time  to 
let  go  of  the  past  and  work  towards  the  future.  After  holding  the 
President's  position  for  a year,  David  Nuk  has  decided  to  tender  his 
resignation.  Nuk  feels  he  has  accomplished  a lot  in  the  past  12 
months  by  laying  the  groundwork  for  better  relations  with  several 
parties . 

David  Nuk:  What  happened  30  years  ago  happened  30  years  ago  with  the 
Innu,  in  terms  of  the  Upper  Churchill  and  the  IOC  mining  and  so  on. 
You  know,  now  it  is  Voisey's  Bay  coming  on  the  stream  and  Lower 
Churchill  coming  on  the  stream,  things  will  be  different.  You  know, 
people  have  learned  that  if  you  are  going  to  play,  you're  going  to 
play  with  us  in  our  own  ball  field.  And  I think  I've  pretty  well 
established  that  fact,  and  I think  that  we  will  be  successful  in  . . 
.we're  going  to  be  successful  in  dealing  with  Hydro  Quebec,  and  you 
know,  we're  still  going  to  work  as  a team. 

Angela  Gamier:  Nuk  intends  to  remain  active  within  the  Innu  nation. 
A bi-election  will  take  place  in  November. 

David  Nuk,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation,  has  resigned. 

Key  Words:  [Lower  Churchill;  Nancy  Nuna,  Acting  Executive  Director] 
Media:  CBNT-TV  Reporter:  COOPER  / LETTO 

Date:  18:37:10,  10/19/99 


Debbie  Cooper:  The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  has  resigned.  David 
Nuk  had  shown  a willingness  to  work  with  the  Province  on  projects 
such  as  the  Trans  Labrador  Highway  and  the  Lower  Churchill  Hydro 
Development.  Acting  Executive  Director  Nancy  Nuna  says  Nuk  resigned 
for  personal  reasons  during  a weekend  meeting  of  the  Innu  Nation's 
Board  of  Directors.  A by-election  will  be  held  in  about  a month  to 
fill  the  post. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  linnes@innu.ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
> PGP  Public  Key  available  on  ldap://certserver . pgp.com 


RE:  Sault  Sainte  Marie  Canada  Deportation  Case 


Date:  Tue,  26  Oct  1999  18:13:40  -0400 
From:  Bernie  <harder(3uwindsor . ca> 

Sub  j : Sault  deportation  case 


Thanks  for  the  newsletter. 

We  are  involved  in  a case  in  Sault  Sainte  Marie,  Canada,  that  involves  a 
Lakota  person  and  his  community  of  native  people  (and  others)  from  many 
nations.  He  is  a traditional  Teacher  residing  in  Canada  and  married  to  a 
Canadian.  He  was  picked  up  for  deportation  by  the  Canadian  Immigration 
authorities  and  detained  in  jail  for  one  week,  without  scheduling  any 
detention  (bail)  review  or  even  (for  2 full  days)  instructing  his  lawyer 
what  charges  he  faced. 

A lawyer  friend,  acting  as  Counsel,  secured  his  release  with  conditions 
after  a lot  of  effort  that  is  not  customary  in  other  cases  and  under  other 
Acts.  But  the  Immigration  Act  is  a perfect  instrument  for  oppressing 
Indians  since  the  individual  has  virtually  no  rights  under  the  Act  until 
they  prove  themselves  not  guilty  of  whatever  an  official  and  an 
adjudicator  may  dream  up  before  or  during  the  hearing.  The  official  on 
the  other  hand  can  investigate,  write  their  own  warrant  of  arrest,  and 
call  the  RCMP  for  assistance  and  lock  up  the  individual  for  7 days  and 
leave  it  to  another  office  to  deal  with  in  a video  hearing.  If  the  person 
is  an  Indian  from  the  US  who  has  certain  convictions  there  (they  can  be 
from  ages  ago,  past  and  served,  not  outstanding)  then  they  are  subject  to 
imprisonment  and  deportation.  In  this  case,  he  was  imprisoned  for  seven 
days  and  would  have  been  in  jail  longer  despite  the  Constitution!  And  even 
the  wording  of  the  Immigration  Act  itself. 

A wonderful  opportunity  for  the  Gov't  to  prove  that  Indians  are  treated 
equally  under  the  law.  Of  course  there  is  no  regard  for  the  lay  Treaty  and 
applicable  recognized  constitutional  rights. 

On  top  of  that,  the  administrative  decisions  along  the  way  don't  need  to 
favour  Indians.  It's  ok  to  lie,  to  not  make  documents  available,  not  to 
allow  access  to  the  prisoner--  just  totally  stop  any  possible  process  for 
release  until  the  weekend  is  over,  to  provide  the  wrong  documents,  and 
also  to  not  issue  any  charges,  just  verbally  describe  some  of  the 
allegations  and  rumours  to  the  prisoner  himself  (while  at  the  same  time 
continuing  to  'investigate'  him...,  again  contrary  to  his  Constitutional 
('Miranda')  rights  to  instruct  a lawyer  without  delay!).  And  the  whole 
process  is  dominated  by  an  Immigration  Board  and  not  the  courts  at  all, 
who  become  the  investigators,  accusers,  the  judge  and  prosecutor  all  in 
one.  The  warrant  for  the  arrest  is  issued  by  the  investigating  official 
and  served  by  him  with  RCMP  backup  - who  then  claim  they  are  not  really 
involved,  just  assisting  in  their  capacity  as  'those  who  carry  guns'.  Then 
you  are  guilty  until  you  prove  that  you  are  not.  In  Canada,  one  is  usually 
innocent  until  the  court  finds  a person  guilty;  but  not  under  the 
Immigration  Act.  The  Act  allows  the  Immigration  officials  to  imprison  any 
one  at  all;  everyone  is  considered  an  immigrant  under  the  Act  until  they 
prove  themselves  otherwise;  and  they  are  subject  to  its  provisions  which 
allow  extraordinary  powers  to  detain  or  'banish'  you  - from  your  friends, 
family  and  community.  In  other  words,  they  can  lock  up  anyone  for  seven 
days  without  charges;  and  maybe  longer;  and  do  it  without  hesitation, 
especially  if  it  is  4 pm  on  Friday  and  everyone  with  authority  at 
Immigration  is  heading  'home'  for  the  weekend.  Then  there  has  to  be  an 
Immigration  Board  hearing  before  the  person  can  be  released.  No  courts  and 
no  judges,  nor  police  will  agree  to  get  involved  to  intervene  in  the 
process  in  order  to  protect  or  ensure  the  individual's  rights;  or  the 
rights  of  the  community  to  affect  the  process  which  presumes  one  of  their 
own  to  be  a criminal  - and  subject  to  'banishment'. 

Does  this  sound  strange,  or  am  I just  expecting  too  much? 

Bernie  Harder 
Windsor,  Ontario. 


RE:  Personal  Thanks  from  Robert 


Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  09:34:00  -0700 

From:  "Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe"  <bbmicmac@sedona . net> 

Sub  j : Personal  Thanks 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Personal  Thank  You, 

We  appreciate  the  support  we  have  received  in  the  last  month  and  a half.  I 
especially  say  this  to  the  Nation  of  Canada,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
Mato  Paha  - Traditional  Elders  of  Lakota  Nations,  Our  Mi'kmaw  Nation,  the 
Media  and  the  Press,  you  have  given  this  case  the  support  and  coverage  it 
has  deserved  and  should  have  had  almost  a 1/4  of  a century  ago.  It  may  have 
taken  us  as  a family  (Pictou)  to  come  forward,  well,  we  have  spoken  and  we 
will  continue  to  speak.  This  murder  of  our  relation  will  not  go  away, 
each  day  more  witnesses,  testimony  and  support  comes  forward. 

For  those  who  have  been  negative,  first,  I wish  you  luck,  you  have  broaden 
my  investigation  and  strengthen  my  doubts.  Sometimes  it  is  best  to  listen 
and  I have  listened.  For  those  that  have  doubts  about  me,  it  is  simple 
enough  to  pick  up  the  phone  (520-567-7229).  And  for  others,  I am  real  easy 
to  check  out.  Enough  said. 

To  all,  I say,  Anna  Mae  is  the  beginning,  I have  Faith  in  that  and  I only 
wish 

everyone  shared  that  belief.  It  is  time. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 


"RE : On  Anna  Mae"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Oct  1999  12:09:52  EDT 
From:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 
Sub j : (no  subject) 

****There  are  two  separate  issues  attached-please  read  the  second  one 
carefully  and  see  if  you  can  find  out  anything  else  about  this.  The  first 
issue  is  getting  more  serious  by  the  day.  The  Pueblo  Chieftain  is  NOT 
publishing  ANY  letters  supporting  the  demonstrators  and  has  already 
published  their  editorial  backing  the  Pueblo  Police  Chief  and  ALL  letters 
to  the  editor  that  have  published  support  the  Chief  of  Police.  They  have 
made  it  very  clear  where  they  stand  and  it  is  a biased  and  racist  stand. 
They  are  portraying  these  water  balloon  throwers  as  prospective  felons. 
This  is  serious  guys,  no  joke.  A prison  sentence  for  a water  balloon  dye 
filled  or  not  is  totally  overkill  and  a way  they  feel  they  can  put  an  end 
to  the  Columbus  protests. 

Please  follow  through  with  letters  to  the  Police  Department  or  fax  them 
asap. 

I have  called  the  Pueblo  Chieftain  and  told  them  since  they  have  chosen 
to  take  sides  and  not  even  publish  anything  supporting  the  demonstrators 
we  will  take  it  to  the  TV  stations  and  radio  stations.  We  don't  support 
destruction  of  property  or  violence,  but  this  is  certainly  NOT  a 
felony! ! ! 

In  The  Struggle,  Renee 

I called  the  Sheriff's  office  to  get  an  update  and  was  told  that  the 
information  that  was  first  broadcast  over  the  news  stated  that  it  was  the 
sheriff's  office.  Fie  now  says  that  the  charges  are  being  considered  by 
Dim  Billings,  Pueblo  Police  Chief.  The  Sheriff  will  forward  all  mail  to 
him  that  is  sent  to  their  office.  But  I will  broadcast  to  everyone  that 
it  is  the  police  chief  and  his  fax  number  is"  719-583-1289.  If  you  would 
help  pass  that  it  would  help.  The  Pueblo  Chieftain  came  out  with  an 
editorial  supporting  charges  against  the  protesters  and  although  several 
letters  were  sent  to  them  not  ONE  was  printed  supporting  the 
demonstrators.  This  is  escalating  into  an  issue  I don't  think  they  want 
to  have  to  deal  with.  We  recommended  sitting  down  and  trying  to  work  out 


a compromise  that  would  appeal  to  both  factions,  but  the  Italians  won't 
even  consider  it.  So  they  are  really  asking  for  an  all  out  war.  I'm 
afraid  if  this  felony  business  gets  any  more  serious  that  the  situation 
may  become  violent.  We  really  need  to  try  to  mediate  before  it  gets 
worse.  Me-Gwitch  Renee 

The  following  was  received  this  morning  and  is  startling  to  say  the 
least,  please  read  carefully  and  let  me  know  how  much  validity  there  is  in 
this  news  bulletin  if  you  have  any  information  at  all  on  it: 

On  Sept.  16,  robert  pictou  branscombe  (anna  mae's  cousin),  together  with 
her  daughters,  representatives  of  the  assembly  of  first  nations  and  a 
couple  members  of  the  Canadian  parliament  held  a press  conference  at  the 
capitol  building  in  Ottawa,  it  was  broadcast  live,  nation-wide. 

in  it,  they  named  the  rotting  hulk,  his  little  brother  Clyde,  herb 
powless  and  ted  means  as  having  ordered  anna  mae's  kidnapping  and 
execution . 

bruce  ellison  was  also  named  as  a participant  in  her  interrogation  and 
torture  during  the  week  or  so  she  was  held  beforehand. 

d.j.  banks  and  john  trudell  were  named  as  having  given  the  go  ahead,  or 
to  have  at  least  collaborated  in  the  cover-up. 

the  shooter  was  named  as  john  boy  patten,  who  was  also  part  of  the  crew 
who  grabbed  her  in  denver  and  took  her  up  to  rapid  city,  head  of  the  crew 
was  theda  nelson  dark,  the  other  member  was  arlo  looking  cloud,  who, 
along  with  john  boy,  is  supposed  to  have  raped  her  before  she  was  killed, 
grim  stuff,  eh? 

this  has  been  all  over  the  indian  press  the  past  couple  weeks,  along 
with  a bit  of  e-mail  traffic. 

seems  somebody  is  turning  state's  in  exchange  for  immunity  (theda,  i 
think) . 

meanwhile,  patten  has  been  living  among  some  people  up  in  the  yukon  for 
the  past  20  years,  people  there  are  cooperating  with  the  assembly  to 
arrange  for  his  arrest  (i  guess)  in  a manner  least  hurtful  to  his  family 
(he's  married  in  up  there),  word  is,  the  rcmp's  getting  ready  to  do  its 
first  "interview"  with  him  (maybe  already  has,  at  this  point;  if  so, 
methinks  he'll  roll  over  too). 

Canadian  government  has  apparently  requested  meetings  with  ms.  reno  to 
explore  how  a joint  investigation,  considering  there's  a rather  strong 
stench  of  fbi  complicity. 

supposedly,  there's  to  be  a federal  grand  jury  convened  in  denver 
shortly. 

the  hulk  must  be  going  batshit.  keep's  babbling  about  how  he  "can't 
believe"  his  name  has  come  up  in  this  connection,  maybe  he'll  finally  have 
that  last  coronary. . . 

peltier  also  seems  to  be  going  batshit.  any  idea  why? 
smile,  ugly  as  it  is,  it's  time  some  of  this  sewage  got  itself  flushed, 
and  at  this  point,  i'm  not  even  sure  i care  if  it's  the  feds  who  do  it  as 
a "cost  cutting"  measure. 

it's  sure  as  shit  true  that  the  "radicals,"  indian  or  otherwise,  ain't 
up  to  even  demoting  these  motherfuckers  from  their  self -anointed  station 
as  the  collective  grand  poobahs  of  political  purity. 

actually,  seeing  old  vern,  in  a cage  would  do  my  weary  heart  good,  even 
if  david  price  isn't  in  the  next  cage  over  (as  he  should  be). 

world  ain't  a perfect  place,  but  it  may  just  be  getting  a tiny  bit 
better,  in  spite  of  itself,  we'll  see. 

"RE : Leonard's  Open  Letter"  

Date:  20  Oct  1999  00:03:00  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Sub j : PELTIER'S  OPEN  LETTER-Shannon  Collins 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

RE:  Leonard  Peltier's  open  letter  dated  Wed.  29  September  1999. 

It  breaks  my  heart  that  reality  sometimes  eludes  Leonard.  Yet,  don't 


misinterpret  what  I am  saying.  He  is  not  blind,  nor  incompetent  and  he  is 
a strong  and  capable  man.  <<There  is  one  very  important  truth  to  what  he 
said  in  his  letter  which  I would  like  to  validate. >>  But,  first  I must 
answer  to  some  of  his  assessments.  His  feelings  are  understandable  and 
appreciated,  but  out  of  context.  To  begin  with,  he  has  always  told  me 
since  I first  got  acquainted  with  him  in  1994  that  he  was  a good  friend 
with  Anna  Mae.  I know  that  he  was  very  close  to  her.  It  disturbs  me  that 
he  is  not  doing  more  to  dispel  rumours  against  her  because  he  can,  even 
with  the  knowledge  that  three  Indians  (pawns  to  the  FBI  he  has  stated) 
ultimately  took  final  action  against  Anna  Mae.  And  if  this  is  true  that 
they  are/were  pawns  to  the  FBI  let's  improve  on  the  facts  about  that 
particular  issue  and  we  will  convince  the  FBI  that  they  are  held  even 
further  accountable.  I am  willing  to  do  so  if  you  are. 

I have  been  an  avid  supporter  of  Leonard's  and  at  great  emotional  cost 
during  significant  transitions  in  my  personal  and  professional  life.  When 
my  mother  and  I donated  and  delivered  the  gravestone  markers  to  the  graves 
of  Anna  Mae  and  Joseph  Stuntz  in  August  96'  it  now  appears  that  many 
people  were  in  denial.  I did  not  know  then  what  I know  today  and  neither 
did  my  mother.  Yet  it  still  would  not  have  distracted  us  from  our 
responsibilities  to  assist  Leonard  with  a quest  to  research  land 
development  for  a school  and  the  needs  upon  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  to 
benefit  underprivileged  American  Indian  youth  and  elders.  We  had  not  even 
known  that  those  two  unmarked  graves  were  there.  We  stumbled  across  them 
in  our  visit  to  the  reservation  and  in  doing  so  we  asked  if  we  could  lay 
the  markers  so  that  the  new  generations  would  not  forget  two  important 
warriors  in  history.  We  thought  perhaps  the  families  could  not  afford  to 
have  markers  made  and  delivered,  especially  if  they  were  not  residents  of 
the  State.  It  was  an  innocent  gesture  and  I am  not  going  to  be  left  adrift 
in  an  honorable  effort  and  I would  do  it  all  over  again.  But,  there  is  so 
much  more  that  has  kept  me  here  and  at  times  I feel  overwrought  with  the 
burden  of  it,  yet  I have  gained  a greater  strength  and  confidence  that  I 
will  never  sequester  to  anything  less.  I know  why  I am  here  and  if  someone 
questions  this  they  should  hear  it  from  me. 

As  many  of  you  well  know,  I met  Robert  and  his  mother  Lillian  Pictou- 
Branscombe  at  the  gravestone  ceremony  on  August  20,  1996.  This 
acquaintance  generated  interest  from  Leonard  to  elect  Robert  to  the  Board 
of  Director's  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation,  which  he 
accepted  and  he  brought  awareness  to  grant  writing  and  proposals  to 
strengthen  our  goals  to  succeed.  If  you  read  Robert's  resume  that  is 
posted  on  both  websites  of  the  A.N.N.A.  Foundation  and  Justice  for  Anna 
Mae  you  will  see  for  yourself  a detailed  work,  education,  military,  and 
heritage  background.  Is  it  true?  Robert  speaks  to  Veterans  of  War  and  to 
Am  Indian  Veterans  of  War  on  a regular  basis  and  has  helped  to  establish 
employment  programs  and  benefits  to  them  for  30  years.  This  includes 
serving  as  a counselor  and  supervisor  to  Am  Indian  youth  camp  programs  and 
Johnson  O'Malley  higher  education  programs  (as  observed  on  his  resume). 

All  of  this  is  accountable  for. 

I DULY  QUOTE  FOR  YOUR  RECORDS:  Robert  has  never  worked  in  law 
enforcement  of  any  kind,  and  if  he  were  a FBI  agent  "I  would  use  it 
against  him  in  a court  of  law"  and  sue  him  as  he  then  will  have  betrayed 
my  trust  and  the  trust  of  Anna  Mae's  daughter's  and  family  and  all  of  the 
First  Nations  people  for  publicly  declaring  that  he  is  EXACTLY  whom  he 
says  he  is  and  what  he  has  been  doing  for  the  last  nine  years  in  this 
investigation ! ! ! ! ! 

His  own  75  year  old  Mother,  Lillian  Pictou-Branscombe,  lives  on  the 
property  with  us.  I have  observed  Robert's  life  achievement  album  and 
other  family  albums  and  records  along  with  Military  Decorations  and 
International,  National,  State  and  Community  service  awards,  including  a 
whole  wall  dedicated  to  Robert  at  a Veterans  Center  in  Arizona.  All  of 
this  unveils  an  endless  history  of  Pictou  family  relations,  dated 
newspaper  articles,  archive  references,  and  pictures  of  Robert  in  uniform 
in  Hoa  Phu,  South  Vietnam. 

Robert  discovered  that  his  Mother  was  half  Mi'kmaq  Indian  when  he  was  18 
years  old  and  just  entering  the  Marine  Corps,  unlike  2 years  ago  as 
Leonard  stated.  This  is  one  of  numerous  reasons  that  Leonard  does  not 


always  have  the  availability  to  the  facts  and  we  "try"  to  advise  him. 
Lillian's  father,  Alexander  Pictou,  was  a full  blooded  Mi ' kmaq  who  served 
in  the  Canadian  Army  WWI  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  highest  Decorated 
Veterans  of  his  time.  Remnants  of  his  military  service  is  in  a Halifax 
museum,  quite  an  honor  in  behalf  of  Anna  Mae  and  the  Pictou's. 

So,  for  Leonard  to  accuse  Robert  of  being  a FBI  agent... and  I will  add 
the  person  Chris  (whom  many  know  fully  well  how  hard  he  has  worked  to 
support  Leonard's  quest  for  freedom  and  has  initiated  numerous  petitions 
for  his  release  and  much  more.  I am  convinced  of  his  dedication  toward 
him)  it  is  consequential  in  Leonard's  letter  that  he  had  hoped  to 
discredit  both  of  your  true  mission  in  life  in  seeking  truth  and  justice, 
something  that  he  himself  is  known  to  fight  for  in  hopes  to  be  vindicated. 
Robert  and  I have  told  Leonard  that  Anna  Mae's  case  will  set  him  free.  We 
believe  this  to  be  so.  And  while  Leonard  states  that  we  are  using  him  as  a 
bargaining  device  against  his  will... why  exactly  does  he  believe  that  we 
would  even  wish  to  do  so  and  how  is  that  even  possible,  with  the  exception 
that  his  own  words  could  reveal  "why"  it  may  have  happened  and  offer 
support  to  the  family  of  Anna  Mae?  And  what  precisely  is  his  will  when  it 
comes  to  Anna  Mae  if  he  has  pursued  this  since  the  beginning  as  he  claims? 

Robert  and  I were  both  present  at  the  visit  that  Leonard  references  to 
in  his  letter.  Leonard  states  that  Robert  was  going  to  ultimately  turn  him 
into  another  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  by  having  him  offer  information  to  help  find 
the  truth.  It  was  an  excruciating  effort  to  bring  an  opportunity  to 
Leonard  as  to  learning  "any"  knowledge  that  he  might  be  able  to  share 
leading  up  to  the  death  of  Anna  Mae  and  how  or  why  she  was  killed.  Whereas 
considerations  of  Leonard's  confinement  could  have  held  potential 
favorably  just  for  saying  "anything"  that  might  help.  It  was  a bold 
pursuit  and  filled  with  potential,  but  it  was  distorted  from  an  honest 
quest  for  truth.  How  utterly  hopeless  that  Robert  would  be  accused  of  such 
an  indignity  after  putting  himself  on  the  line  for  more  than  Anna  Mae,  but 
to  help  Leonard  too.  Robert  told  Leonard  that  Anna  Mae  would  have  wanted 
it  this  way  and  that  he  wished  to  help  Leonard  because  she  would  have 
tried  to  and  she  did. 

There  were  no  promises  made  and  we  expected  nothing  and  exchanged  mostly 
cordial  commentary  about  his  spirited  friendship  that  they  once  had  shared 
It  was  not  our  place  to  make  any  decisions  for  Leonard,  nor  put  words  in 
his  mouth  and  it  was  a difficult  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  to  even 
bother  asking.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  Leonard  preferred  not  to 
help  and  we  understood  the  consequences  of  his  imprisonment  and  left  it  at 
that.  Robert  visited  Leonard  on  a few  occasions  when  we  were  both 
traveling  and  we  both  went  there  together,  as  I first  had  business  with 
Leonard  as  to  the  LPCF  and  how  to  proceed  with  it.  I had  visited  Leonard 
on  numerous  occasions  before  and  it  was  I who  asked  Leonard  to  allow 
Robert  to  visit  with  him.  Robert  has  a life  long  track  record  of 
tremendous  success  and  under  tremendous  odds.  I see  it  for  myself  and  I 
contribute  to  it  and  not  without  great  concern  even  for  the  accused  and 
the  alleged  suspects.  Dust  imagine  it  if  you  can. 

Robert  never  asked  Leonard  to  sign  an  affidavit  and  I would  take  a lie 
detector  test  to  that  effect,  too.  Please  pay  attention:  The  problem  is 
that  whatever  Leonard  believed  was  transpiring  is  not  necessarily  unworthy 
It  is  either  how  he  interpreted  it  (or  wished  to)  and  that  created  an 
opportunity  to  justify  his  own  actions.  I'm  sorry  Leonard,  but  I was  there 
and  I will  not  tolerate  anything  less  than  what  was  intended  to  be  and 
maybe  you  were  offended  by  our  effort,  but  I personally  would  do  it  all 
over  again  and  no  other  way.  I will  NOT  make  decisions  for  you!  Let  us 
also  keep  in  mind  that  the  very  first  thing  Leonard  said  to  us  before  we 
sat  down  to  visit  was  "WE  ARE  BEING  MONITORED".  That  would  also  mean  that 
Robert  and  I took  extreme  care  NOT  to  incriminate  him,  or  us.  We  were 
there  to  help  him... help  us... help  all  - get  to  the  truth.  It  was  intense 
and  I told  Leonard  when  we  first  sat  down  "Leonard  would  rather  say 
nothing  at  all  than  to  tell  a lie".  That  was  not  a read-between-the-lines 
comment.  It  was  left  in  Leonard's  corner  to  make  any  decisions  and  we  will 
not  and  we  have  not  made  any  decisions  for  him.  It  also  explains  why  it  is 
so  very  deeply  difficult  to  try  and  help  Leonard.  The  level  of 
communications  is  often  so  intrusive  and  lacking  that  you  don't  know 


whether  to  pursue  with  Leonard's  consent  or  try  to  find  a way  to  ask  him 
and  get  a reasonable  accountability  that  he  understands  what  we're  asking 
of  him  in  the  first  place. 

So,  I heed  to  Leonard  that  I know  that  Robert  did  not  place  him  in  a 
derogatory  position.  Robert  still  takes  full  responsibility  for  the  visit 
and  any  conversation  that  took  place,  allowing  Leonard  to  make  his  own 
decisions  as  to  whether  or  not  he  wished  to  help  with  the  case  of  Anna  Mae 
Nothing  was  said  about  the  shoot-out  and  we  appreciate  that  Leonard  took 
responsibility  to  at  least  hear  Robert's  quest  for  truth  and  to  allow 
Robert  to  ask  him  personally  for  assistance.  We  assumed  that  he  would  for 
Anna  Mae,  but  there  are  obvious  reasons  that  make  this  too  compromising 
for  him  and  with  that  we  appreciate  his  time  and  that's  that!  It  may  be 
that  it  was  too  much  to  ask,  but  Leonard's  "rights"  were  provided  to  him 
in  the  choice  of  voice.  That  is  far  more  than  he  typically  receives  and  we 
all  know  that.  I hope  that  this  helps  him  too,  because  Leonard  has  his  own 
fight.  No  one  should  second-guess  him.  We  didn't. 

I repeat: 

If  this  was  too  controversial  position  for  Leonard  to  be  placed,  it  was 
not  unjustified  to  allow  Leonard  to  make  that  assessment  for  himself  and 
Robert  believed  that  he  did  the  right  thing  by  presenting  to  Leonard  the 
opportunity  to  say  what  he  wished  or  nothing  at  all.  To  imply  that  Robert 
was  determined  to  discredit  Leonard  is  an  abomination  and  a disgrace  as  he 
has  moved  mountains  for  Leonard  and  the  US  Justice  Department  listened  to 
Robert  when  he  declared  "Leonard  should  be  freed".  This  was  stated  in 
numerous  letters  to  Congress,  the  US  President,  Senators,  the  FBI,  the  US 
Marine  Corps  Commandant  and  publicly  on  many  occasions,  including  in  the 
US  and  recently  at  Parliament  in  Canada... not  as  a spokesperson,  but  for 
reasons  that  Robert  believes  that  Anna  Mae  would  have  wanted  it  this  way. 

Some  of  those  letters  and  the  replies  to  them  are  posted  on  pages  on  the 
Internet  with  IS  Dill's  "Anna  Mae  Archive  pages",  and  Robert's  personal 
website  "Justice  for  Anna  Mae".  There  are  many  more  letters  and 
correspondences  where  those  came  from.  Too  many  to  post. 

When  I moved  to  Rimrock  Arizona  it  was  with  distress  and  a great 
disturbance.  I asked  Robert  for  help.  He  took  me  in  and  we  soon  became 
more  than  friend's  and  confidant's.  I was  working  as  the  Executive 
Director  and  POA  representing  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation.  I 
had  no  interest  in  the  Anna  Mae  case  whatsoever  and  always  told  Leonard  I 
was  not  interested  in  the  political  arena  including  where  he  was  concerned 
I was  hopeful  to  make  a difference  in  alleviating  prejudice  and 
persecution  against  the  First  Nations  people  and  still  do,  particularly  in 
South  Dakota  where  I was  born  and  raised  and  throughout  the  years,  since 
childhood,  I frequently  observed  it.  I really  did  not  know  for  certain 
what  I was  getting  involved  in,  but  I knew  I was  going  to  be  subject  of 
skepticism  and  I remain  satisfied  with  my  intentions.  Yes,  it  is  most 
definitely  this  difficult.  I have  always  wished  to  be  of  service  to  the 
children  and  elders  of  all  First  Nations  people  and  also  for  all  people 
who  need  special  support,  especially  in  crisis.  It  is  a triumph  to  see  any 
results.  I have  taken  responsibility  for  that  which  was  specifically 
brought  to  my  attention  and  I am  good  at  what  I do  and  I do  not  take 
responsibility  for  that  which  I am  not  qualified.  If  I have  or  ever  do  and 
make  mistakes  I will  be  held  personally  accountable  and  I accept  this 
wholeheartedly.  If  we  do  not  work  at  it  we  will  make  no  strides  at  all. 

When  I moved  to  Arizona  in  the  early  months  of  1997,  I did  not  know  how 
long  I would  stay  until  I road  the  highways  with  Bob  and  soon  became  more 
learned  of  what  happened  to  Anna  Mae.  There  is  no  significant 
understanding  of  why  I could  not  leave  and  then  chose  not  to  because  I 
believed  in  what  I saw  Robert  pursuing.  I was  seeing  the  results  of  his 
labors  and  he  has  surmounted  confidence  in  so  many,  giving  hope  to  people 
who  have  also  lost  loved  ones  to  wars,  murder  and  where  they  are  in  need. 
Where  I was  concerned,  the  crossroads  between  the  two  cases  of  Leonard  and 
Anna  Mae  was  not  a path  I had  foreseen.  What  a painstaking  position  to  be 
placed  when  I believed  that  we  would  all  be  working  together  as  a team. 

I felt  so  sorry  for  Leonard  that  he  could  not  have  helped  Anna  Mae 
during  the  period  of  time  after  the  shoot-out,  and  that  he  had  lost  a dear 
friend  within  the  same  compelling  era  that  ultimately  imprisoned  him.  How 


catastrophic  that  she  died  and  that  he  sacrifices  his  freedom  when  they 
had  dedicated  themselves  to  answer  to  the  cry  of  the  struggle  to  protect 
and  fight  for  all  of  their  traditions  and  rights  as  First  Nations  people. 
That  alone  magnifies  the  gravity  of  controversy  that  brought  Anna  Mae  to 
her  demise.  I am  certain  that  everyone  wishes  that  it  had  not  happened  and 
not  only  because  of  recent  times. 

I concluded  long  ago  that  I would  do  all  that  I could  do  to  help  Leonard, 
and  still  do  under  the  most  extreme  of  circumstances  and  I very  much  miss 
him  and  the  simple  things  that  we  have  talked  and  cared  about  throughout 
the  last  several  years.  He  is  a genuine  person  and  very  easy  to  love.  A 
father  and  grandfather  and  a figure  in  history  where  no  one  should  stop 
supporting  his  right  to  fairness  and  just  in  his  cause. 

Which  takes  us  to  the  purpose  of  giving  Anna  Mae  the  same  considerations 
in  behalf  of  the  sacrifices  she  made  and  to  the  sacrifices  her  family  also 
lives  with.  No  matter  what  the  conclusion,  it  will  take  courage  to  make  it 
right  for  history  not  to  repeat  itself  as  we  see  it  on  the  poverty 
stricken  reservations  too  often  and  it  must  end  if  we  can  help  it  and 
should  try  to  for  everyone's  sake. 

Lastly,  Leonard  made  reference  to  Robert  as  to  a literary  work  in 
progress.  I adamantly  add  that  Robert  has  been  responsible  for  documenting 
his  investigation  since  it  began,  as  a professional  and  resourceful  way  to 
determine  the  course  of  actions  and  information  to  learn  the  truth.  After 
I moved  to  Arizona  to  be  with  Robert  I made  a conscious  choice  to  remain 
in  a relationship  with  him  that  held  promise  as  companions.  I was 
thoroughly  miffed  at  the  thought  of  an  investigation  that  imposed  the  same 
terror  on  me  that  I had  experienced  just  months  before,  the  very  reason 
for  my  call  to  Robert.  I trusted  him  like  no  other  and  I still  do.  I had 
no  other  person  I wished  to  turn  to  that  was  qualified  to  assist  me. 

My  personal  plea  is  to  place  the  entire  truth  on  him  and  let  him  take 
"full  accountability"  as  to  what  he  does  with  it.  THAT  is  a lot  of 
responsibility!  Those  who  do  have  that  much  courage  should  be  acknowledged 
for  having  faith  in  their  own  ability  to  deal  with  the  hard,  cold, 
hazardous  truth.  But,  only  true  leadership  (and  those  with  conscience)  can 
take  that  truth  and  make  amends  for  the  future  of  many,  instead  of 
pointing  blame  on  anyone  else  to  do  so.  I,  for  one,  will  commend  you  and 
respect  it  no  matter  what  the  truth  is.  That  is  what  dignifies  and  gives 
true  meaning  to  courage. 

I did  not  turn  away  from  answers  to  my  prayers  as  I soon  realized  that 
Anna  Mae's  case  delivered  me  from  my  own  previous  nightmares.  I found 
healing  in  knowing  that  even  a case  as  controversial  as  hers  would  then 
justify  so  many  other  horrible  episodes  that  have  plagued  the  lives  of 
others... in  so  many  ways.  Robert  needed  someone  to  trust  too,  someone  who 
would  not  betray  his  potential  for  doing  what  he  believed  righteous.  I was 
determined  to  examine  further  and  took  caution  to  the  wind  as  I soon  found 
myself  in  another  predicament  of  legal-versus-the-people ' s-call-for- 
justice,  tradition  and  the  white  man's  law.  Controversial  does  not  begin 
to  describe  it.  I started  to  assist  Robert  and  Leonard  both,  trying  to 
heed  to  public  relations,  secretarial  and  administrative  discretion  to 
each... and  dedicated  myself  diligently  and  objectively  to  both.  I have 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  myself  because  it  was  an  enormous  and  often 
frightening  dilemma.  My  work  is  meaningful  and  I am  broken  over  the  loss 
of  communication  with  Leonard,  but  I am  not  to  be  subject  to  the  lessor  of 
integrity  in  my  efforts  to  be  honorable. 

The  book  has  been  manifesting  over  the  course  of  time.  There  are  obvious 
reasons  why  a literary  work  about  this  case  and  of  this  nature  is 
imperative.  Would  anyone  have  ever  known  what  I have  explained  in  this 
letter  had  I not  taken  the  time  to  write  it?  What  this  "book"  is,  and  for 
lack  of  a better  description  as  it  is  far  more,  is  a dialogue  of 
comprehensive  facts  and  transcripts.  It  will  consist  of  incredible 
historical  and  recent  pictures,  along  with  expert  analysis  from  career 
soldiers  and  open  statements  from  AIM  - as  they  choose  to  express  it  "and" 
the  US  Government  and  others  in  respect  to  Phoenix/Cointelpro  and  "what- 
it-did-to-the-reservations" . Also  included  will  be  a chapter  dedicated  to 
their  mother  by  Anna  Mae's  daughters  where  everything  that  they  had  never 
had  the  opportunity  to  share  will  give  a fresh  perspective  on  a long  lost 


warrior,  friend  and  mother.  This,  along  with  a full  disclosure  of  Robert's 
heritage  and  his  plight  to  finish  this  case  as  he  has  always  done 
throughout  his  life  and  to  dispel  all  other  versions  by  providing 
ACCOUNTABLE  FACTS! 

The  only  other  thing  left  to  say  to  Leonard  is  that  he  and  his 
attorney's  are  not  in  possession  of,  nor  fully  enlightened  as  to  current 
assessments  of  this  case  documentation.  Everything  has  changed  because  I 
could  not  qualify  the  work  in  previous  times.  I was  only  beginning  to 
learn  about  Anna  Mae's  case  history  and  it  was  a huge  and  rude  awakening, 
to  say  the  least.  So,  Leonard  has  only  voiced  on  the  lessor  of  what  he 
really  knew  as  to  what  this  literary  work  entails,  no  fault  of  his  own  and 
he  should  not  be  held  accountable  for  what  he  said.  This  work  is 
benefiting  Anna  Mae's  family  and  the  futures  of  many  through  means  of  the 
A.N.N.A.  Foundation  (Assembly  for  Northern  Native  Americans).  And  anyone 
who  would  even  try  to  contend  to  understand  all  of  the  implications  that 
this  family  has  been  through  and  even  more  so  willing  to  express.  It  is 
the  truth  as  we  have  come  to  know  it.  The  book  has  only  just  resurfaced 
after  many  months  of  taking  a back  seat  to  other  very  significant 
priorities.  And  last  but  not  least,  I have  worked  on  a pro-bono  basis  for 
the  last  six  years.  I have  invested  all  of  my  time  and  financial  assets  to 
the  sole  purpose  of  the  work  that  I had  chosen,  including  if  not  most 
significantly  to  Leonard  and  I am  more  than  satisfied  with  my  achievements. 
It  is  high  time  to  consider  giving  some  priority  to  my  own  future.  Healing 
has  only  just  begun  with  this  inevitable  frontier  that  asks  that  all  of 
the  people  who  wish  to  partake  in  a legacy  of  honor  will  consequently  seek 
less  destruction  for  generations  to  come.  It  is  our  choice  and  our  task. 
++++++ 

Ref:  (TOP  OF  THIS  LETTER) 

<<  There  is  one  very  important  truth  to  what  he  (Leonard)  said  in  his  letter 
which  I would  like  to  validate.  >> 

++++++ 

Quote  from  Leonard:  It  is  not  justice  if  a full  investigation  into  the  FBI's 
role  in  all  of  the  deaths  is  not  carried  out. 

Answer: 

I totally  agree,  Leonard.  Because  if  the  FBI  told  anyone  to  specifically 
pull  the  trigger  on  Anna  Mae  or  if  you  or  "anyone"  believes/knows  that  it 
was  manipulated,  explain  your  reasons  or  help  to  present  the  evidence 
because  I will  help  you.  We  want  to  know  about  it  because  you  are  implying 
that  this  is  how  Anna  Mae  died.  Or  would  you  rather  just  accuse  us  of  being 
the  FBI?  YOU  KNOW  what's  at  stake.  Please  make  it  right. 

In  the  Spirit  of  the  future! 

Shannon  M.  Collins  (Observe  the  following) 

WEBSITES 

Robert's  personal  website  "Dustice  for  Anna  Mae" 
http://members.aol.com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe.html 

IS  Dill's  public  website~ 

Please  reference  this  page  for  Robert's  letter's  described  in  this  message 
http : //www. dicks hovel . com/a nna lay . html 

The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation  (Assembly  for  Northern  Native  Americans) 
http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/ Foundation . html 

"RE : Critique:  CNN  Report  on  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  18:38:04  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : CNN  critique- Leonard  Peltier 

RE  : CNN  REPORT  ON  THE  CASE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  : 

CRITIQUE  AND  RESPONSE 

For  those  of  us  who  have  long  followed  the  tragic  case  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
and  who  are  familiar  with  the  full  and  rather  frightening  factual  record, 
the  CNN  broadcast  of  Sunday  evening,  September  10,  1999  was  disturbing 
indeed.  False  and  conclusory  statements  were  made  about  Mr.  Peltier  and  the 


Dune  26,  1975  gun  battle:  statements  which  have  no  support  or  basis  anywhere 
in  the  record  or  the  available  evidence.  Worse  yet,  information  of  critical 
importance  was  simply  omitted  altogether  or  presented  only  superficially. 
While  we  are  grimly  accustomed  to  false  and  misleading  statements  by  U.S. 
officials  in  this  case,  we  must  question  why  a news  organization  of  the 
caliber  of  CNN  could  so  fail,  either  to  have  done  its  basic  homework  or  to 
have  maintained  its  professional  neutrality  and  courage.  Was  this  a form  of 
self  censorship  resulting  from  the  recent  forced  recanting  of  the  Vietnam 
scandal  and  the  discharge  of  two  top  level  journalists?  Has  the  chilling 
effect  of  that  negative  experience  indeed  set  such  deep  roots  so  quickly  ? 
Let  us  be  specific  in  our  criticisms  . The  broadcast  failed  to  present  the 
clear  and  massive  evidence  that  the  FBI  officials  simply  manufactured  a case 
against  Mr.  Peltier  because  he  represented  their  last  chance  at  obtaining  a 
murder  conviction  for  the  deaths  of  their  agents. 

He  was  extradited  on  the  basis  of  a fictional  affidavit  obtained  through 
FBI  intimidation  and  coercion  of  a local  woman.  Other  witnesses  openly 
admitted  that  they  too  had  been  coerced;  and  changed  their  testimonies 
repeatedly.  A key  ballistic  test  was  withheld  for  years  from  the  defense 
because  it  showed  that  the  fatal  bullets  could  not  have  been  fired  from  Mr. 
Peltier's  alleged  weapon.  A red  pick  up  truck  mysteriously  metamorphosed 
into  an  orange  and  white  van  as  the  trial  approached.  Even  the  U.S. 
Prosecutor  now  admits  that  no  one  knows  who  did  the  killing.  Yet  Mr.  Peltier 
remains  in  prison,  long  overdue  for  parole  and  in  deteriorating  health.  What 
more  shameful  a symbol  of  United  States  repression  and  injustice  against 
Native  American  peoples  could  exist? 

We  would  ask  that  the  CNN  journalists  reflect  on  the  following  facts  and 
issues  : 

I.  The  program  makes  virtually  no  mention  of  the  context  in  which  the 
deaths  of  the  two  FBI  agents  and  the  Native  American  youth  occurred.  These 
facts  are  of  crucial  importance  for  many  reasons,  including  legal  ones.  The 
American  public  needs  to  know  that  during  the  1973  AIM  occupation  of 
Wounded  Knee,  the  United  States  government  responded  with  military  force, 
firing  nearly  half  a million  rounds  at  the  men,  women  and  children  inside 
the  town.  The  siege  ended  only  when  the  White  House  promised  an 
investigation,  convincing  the  AIM  members  and  supporters  to  return  home. 

The  investigation  never  materialized.  Worse  yet,  for  the  next  two  years,  the 
AIM  members  were  subjected  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Reign  of  Terror"  on 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  During  the  next  three  years,  64  AIM  leaders  and 
traditionalist  supporters,  and  their  relatives,  were  murdered,  and  scores 
more  were  harassed,  beaten  and  threatened .The  victims  included  men,  women 
and  children.  Despite  a massive  FBI  presence,  no  one  ever  stood  trial  for 
these  crimes.  Instead,  hundreds  of  charges  were  brought  against  AIM  members 
over  the  Wounded  Knee  siege.  Most  were  dismissed  when  the  courts  ruled  that 
the  United  States  had  illegally  deployed  military  force  in  its  response.  In 
many  of  the  court  hearings,  the  FBI  was  rebuked  for  coercing  witnesses  and 
otherwise  tampering  with  the  evidence.  In  one  notable  case,  the  outraged 
judge  wrote  that  the  FBI  had  "polluted  the  waters  of  justice". 

It  was  in  this  atmosphere  of  terror,  tension  , and  repression  that  the  1975 
shoot  out  occurred.  As  Dudge  Heaney  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
has  noted,  the  FBI  bears  equal  responsibility  for  the  skirmish  which  took 
place.  It  is  simply  irrefutable  that  the  unmarked  FBI  car  drove  onto  private 
property,  and  that  shooting  unexpectedly  began,  trapping  children  in  the 
cross  fire,  and  creating  immediate  and  very  understandable  confusion  and 
fear  amongst  the  AIM  members  camping  out  nearby.  They  believed  they  were 
about  to  die.  So  many  of  their  friends  already  had. 

None  of  this  justifies  the  close  range  killings  of  Mr.  Williams  or  Mr. 
Coler,  or  the  sniper  killing  of  a young  Native  American  named  Doe  Stuntz. 
However,  this  context  makes  it  very  clear  that  AIM  was  not  simply  a 
terrorist  group  launching  a premeditated  and  cold  blooded  ambush  of  two 
unsuspecting  FBI  officers.  The  AIM  people  were  the  ones  being  hunted  and 
brutalized.  They  were  returning  fire  in  the  full  good  faith  belief  that  they 
were  acting  in  self  defense.  The  conditions  at  that  time  certainly  justified 
their  assumption.  The  jury,  in  the  trial  of  Mr.  Robideau  and  Mr.  Butler 
for  these  murders,  listened  to  this  evidence  and  agreed,  finding  that  the 


act  of  returning  fire  had  indeed  been  a matter  of  self  defense.  Notably, 
this  critical  background  evidence  was  withheld  at  Leonard  Peltier's  trial. 

We  do  not  condone  the  murder  of  any  human  being,  whether  Native  American  or 
FBI  agent..  However,  to  this  day  no  one  knows  who  carried  out  the  killings, 
nor  how  they  occurred.  Perhaps,  as  stated  by  a heavily  disguised  witness 
years  ago,  someone  had  approached  the  agents,  incorrectly  believing  them  to 
be  dead.  When  one  of  them  moved  and  fired,  he  reflexively  shot  them  both  to 
protect  himself.  Then  again,  perhaps  someone  else  shot  the  agents  in  a 
moment  of  rage  and  grief  that  had  been  accumulating  throughout  the  "Reign  of 
Terror".  Perhaps  we  will  never  know  what  really  happened  that  day.  Even 
the  prosecutor,  Mr.  Lynn  Crooks,  has  long  since  admitted  that  the  government 
does  not  know  who  fired  the  fatal  shots.  Why  then,  does  Mr.  Peltier  remain 
in  prison? 

What  gives  us  the  greatest  cause  for  concern  here  is  the  fact  that  CNN 
apparently  found  it  appropriate  to  spend  a great  deal  of  footage  on  the  two 
slain  FBI  agents,  while  the  64  Native  Americans  murdered  for  political 
reasons  were  deemed  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  Unlike  Dudge  Heaney,  the 
journalists  seemed  unable  to  comprehend  that  the  United  States  too  bore 
responsibility  for  the  tragic  shoot  out. The  program  comes  dangerously  close 
to  portraying  the  incident  as  the  mere  act  of  irrational  savages.  Hence  our 
opinion  that  racial  insensitivity  and  indifference  did  indeed  play  a role 
in  the  production  and  editing  of  this  broadcast. 

2.  Given  these  realities,  we  were  rather  taken  aback  by  the  statements  of 
both  the  FBI  Officer  Nicholas  O'Hara  and  the  U.S.  Prosecutor  Mr.  Lynn 
Crooks,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a cold  blooded  killer  and 
even  a "mad  dog".  As  made  clear  in  the  above  discussion,  we  find  no 
reasonable  basis  for  such  claims,  and  we  question  why  the  reporter  made  no 
attempt  to  ask  for  the  actual  facts  behind  these  declarations.  As  anyone  at 
all  familiar  with  the  case  knows,  Mr.  Lynn  Crooks  himself  has  long  since 
admitted  that  he  does  not  know  who  fired  the  fatal  shots  at  the  FBI  agents. 
He  made  this  admission  in  court  after  being  confronted  with  the  long 
concealed  FBI  ballistic  test  stating  that  the  bullet  in  question  could  not 
have  been  fired  from  Mr.  Peltier's  alleged  rifle.  At  that  point,  of  course, 
there  was  little  else  Mr.  Crooks  could  say.  There  is  simply  no  evidence 
tying  Mr.  Peltier  to  the  actual  murders  other  than  the  fact  that  he  was 
present  at  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch  on  that  fateful  day,  and  that  he  was  an 
adult  leader.  In  this  respect,  he  is  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  Mr. 
Robideau  and  Mr.  Butler,  who  were  acquitted  so  many  years  ago.  The 
suggestions  of  the  FBI  and  Mr.  Crooks  that  Leonard  Peltier  actually  ordered 
or  directed  the  killings  are,  in  our  opinion,  simply  without  basis.  Why 
would  experienced  CNN  reporters  merely  accept  these  official  declarations 
instead  of  demanding  proof  and  facts?  After  the  all  we  have  learned  about 
the  FBI  abuses  of  power  against  minority  leaders  such  as  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  or  Mr.  Geronimo  Pratt,  or  even  in  the  recent  Waco  case,  have  our  eyes 
not  been  opened  enough  to  at  least  question  what  we  hear  from  such 
officials? 

3.  We  were  also  surprised  by  the  statements  that  the  two  slain  FBI  victims 

had  driven  onto  the  ranch  and  been  accosted  by  Mr.  Peltier  in  an  orange  and 

white  van.  Again,  if  the  reporters  had  done  their  homework,  they  would  have 

known  that  this  version  of  the  facts  has  long  ago  been  uncovered  as  yet 
another  instance  of  tampered  evidence  and  altered  testimonies  ; precisely 
the  sort  of  abuse  of  power  that  Mr.  Peltier's  supporters  are  complaining 
about . 

The  story  of  the  "orange  and  white  van"  is  as  follows.  On  the  day  of  the 
actual  shootout,  FBI  Agents  Coler  and  Williams  were  looking  for  a young  man 
named  Dimmy  Eagle,  and  had  information  he  was  driving  a red  pick  up  truck. 
There  exists  evidence  showing  that  the  two  agents  knew  Mr.  Eagle  was 

staying  at  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch,  had  spotted  his  pick  up  on  the  road,  and 

had  chased  him  onto  the  ranch.  On  the  day  on  the  day  of  the  shoot  out,  FBI 
Officer  Adams  heard  Agents  Williams  and  Coler  on  their  radio,  stating  that 
they  were  at  the  house  on  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch,  and  that  people  were 
getting  out  of  a red  pick  up  truck  and  shooting  at  them.  Other  agents  also 
heard  the  agents  refer  to  a red  truck  or  similar  open  red  vehicle.  Shortly 


after  the  agents  were  killed,  a red  pick  up  was  seen  speeding  from  the  Ranch 
by  approaching  FBI  officials.  The  day  after  the  tragedy,  the  FBI  Director 
Mr. Clarence  Kelley  gave  a press  conference,  referring  to  the  suspect  red 
pick  up  truck  described  by  the  Agents  Williams  and  Coler  in  their  radio 
communications.  In  fact,  for  some  time  thereafter,  all  red  pick  up  trucks  or 
similar  vehicles  on  the  reservation  became  the  subject  of  intense  FBI 
scrutiny.  At  the  trial  of  Robideau  and  Butler,  FBI  officials  Adams  again 
reported  the  red  pick  up  truck  description.  Once  the  acquittals  occurred  and 
Mr.  Peltier  presented  the  FBI's  last  chance  at  revenge,  the  pick  up  truck 
suddenly  turned  into  an  orange  and  white  van.  Dimmy  Eagle  and  the  red  pick 
up  were  forgotten  about.  A year  later,  U.S.  government  officials  decided  to 
discard  any  case  against  Dimmy  Eagle,  "so  that  the  full  prosecutive  weight 
of  the  Federal  government  could  be  directed  against  Leonard  Peltier." 

Given  all  this,  we  were  disturbed  to  hear  Mr.  Lynn  Crooks  state  that  there 
was  no  evidence  about  any  red  truck,  and  that  this  must  be  some  new  "theory" 
of  the  defense.  This  is  not  a new  theory.  The  evidence  comes  directly  from 
the  FBI's  own  records,  dating  from  the  first  few  weeks  following  the 
tragedy.  We  understand  that  the  CNN  journalists  had  many  of  these  FBI 
documents  in  their  possession.  Why  then,  were  these  not  mentioned  or  used? 

4.  The  FBI  refers  to  "witnesses"  who  supported  their  various  theories, 
apparently  referring  to  the  three  Native  American  youths  who  gave 
inconclusive,  vague  and  highly  self  contradictory  testimonies  throughout 
the  trial  as  well  as  before.  None  of  them  pinned  Mr.  Peltier  to  the  actual 
killings.  Notably,  two  refused  to  swear  on  the  Sacred  Pipe.  According  to 
various  reports,  all  had  been  threatened  with  serious  FBI  prosecutions  and 
long  sentences  if  they  did  not  "cooperate".  One  was  threatened  with  a 
beating  even  after  he  stated  that  he  did  not  wish  to  answer  questions.  He 
had  no  lawyer.  His  original  statements  and  his  trial  testimony  were  vastly 
contradictory  on  key  issues.  Another  witness  was  tied  to  a chair  and 
threatened  with  a murder  indictment;  he  later  admitted  that  some  of  his 
statements  to  the  grand  jury  were  false.  The  third  had  similar  experiences. 
Are  these  the  witnesses  the  FBI  and  the  prosecutor  are  referring  to  as  the 
basis  of  their  air  tight  murder  case?  Where  was  CNN  on  these  issues? 

5.  Similarly,  we  were  disturbed  by  Mr.  Crooks'  statement  that  the  fact  that 
the  FBI  coerced  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  into  signing  completely  fictional 
affidavits  identifying  Mr.  Peltier  as  the  killer,  was  harmless.  In  previous 
interviews,  he  has  declared  that  the  coercion  of  witnesses  and  intentional 
use  of  perjured  evidence  bothers  his  conscience  "not  one  whit".  In  the  CNN 
interview  he  blithely  reports  that  these  grossly  illegal  acts  did  no  harm, 
since  Ms.  Poor  Bear  was  not  permitted  to  testify  in  Mr.  Peltier's  actual 
trial.  We  beg  to  differ. 

Terrorizing  Ms.  Poor  Bear  into  signing  an  affidavit  falsely  stating  that 
she  was  Mr.  Peltier's  girl  friend  and  had  directly  witnessed  the  murder  had 
a very  immediate  and  harmful  result.  Mr.  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada 
and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  chains  to  stand  trial,  despite  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  genuine  evidence  against  him.  A fraudulent  extradition  is 
hardly  "harmless". 

More  importantly,  the  fact  that  Ms.  Poor  Bear  was  not  allowed  to  testify 
to  the  jury  was  extremely  harmful  to  Mr  Peltier's  case. In  other  prosecutions 
against  AIM  members  throughout  the  "Reign  of  Terror",  the  defense  counsel 
had  been  allowed  to  introduce  evidence  about  the  FBI's  repeated  and  current 
tampering  with  both  witnesses  and  evidence  in  order  to  obtain  convictions  of 
AIM  leaders.  This  permitted  the  jury  to  carefully  evaluate  the  prosecution's 
evidence;  to  question  whether  or  not  witnesses  might  have  been  improperly 
coerced,  to  be  alert  for  signs  of  falsifications.  Had  Ms.  Poor  Bear  been 
allowed  to  testify,  or  had  the  defense  been  able  to  show  the  FBI  pattern  and 
practice  of  misconduct  in  AIM  prosecutions,  the  jury  would  have  been  far 
better  equipped  to  evaluate  the  numerous  and  otherwise  inexplicable 
contradictions  in  the  testimonies  of  the  three  Native  American  youths.  The 
jury  would  also  have  scrutinized  the  ballistic  and  other  information  with 
far  greater  care. 

However,  all  of  this  information  was  withheld  from  the  jurors.  They  were 
left  to  innocently  trust  their  government  officials.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  was  a 
good  enough  witness  to  use  in  an  extradition  case;  but  too  "unstable"  to 
permit  her  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  jury.  We  have  no  doubt  in  our  minds  that 


if  a jury  heard  the  whole  truth  today,  they  would  immediately  acquit  Mr. 
Peltier. 

6.  Perhaps  the  most  painful  misrepresentations  concern  the  long  concealed 
ballistic  test.  At  Mr.  Peltier's  trial,  the  FBI  ballistic  expert  said  he  had 
carried  out  two  tests.  He  claimed  that  the  first  test  had  not  been  carried 
out  on  the  key  bullet  casing  found  near  the  slain  agents'  car.  That  bullet 
casing  was  tested  much  later.  Although  he  would  have  liked  to  perform  the 
more  precise  test,  called  the  firing  pin  test,  he  was  unable  to  do  so 
because  of  the  damage  done  to  the  rifle  during  a fire.  Instead,  he  had  to 
make  do  with  the  less  precise  extractor  test  .According  to  the  expert,  this 
extractor  test  showed  that  the  casing  could  have  come  from  Mr.  Peltier's 
alleged  rifle.  This  is  the  expert  testimony  that  went  to  the  jury. 

Years  after  Mr.  Peltier's  conviction  and  imprisonment,  his  attorneys 
managed  to  gain  access  to  a portion  of  the  FBI's  files  through  the  Freedom 
of  Information  Act.  There  they  found  two  FBI  reports  indicating  that  the  far 
more  precise  firing  pin  test  had  indeed  been  performed  on  the  correct 
casing.  That  was  the  first  test,  performed  shortly  after  the  tragic  shoot 
out.  The  same  FBI  expert  had  concluded  in  writing  that  the  bullet  casing 
did  not  come  from  the  rifle  in  question.  The  FBI  and  Prosecutor  in  the 
program  brush  this  aside,  and  claim  that  the  reports  were  not  conclusive  and 
were  confusingly  written.  In  fact  the  language  is  crystal  clear  : "Recovered 
.223  caliber  colt  rifle  received  from  SA  (redacted)  BATF,  contains 
different  firing  pin  than  that  in  rifle  used  at  resmurs  scene"  and  "casings 
not  identifiable  with  AR-15  rifle". 

The  officials'  argument  that  they  are  correct  in  their  statements  about  the 
ballistics  tests  because  the  courts  ruled  in  their  favor  is  a bit  circular. 
Leonard  Peltier's  supporters,  including  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Amnesty 
International,  and  the  Rev.  lesse  lackson,  among  many  others,  have 
recognized  him  as  a political  prisoner,  not  because  they  have  not  bothered 
to  read  the  court  rulings,  but  because  they  have  indeed  read  them  and  found 
them  to  be  irrational.  Our  position  is  that  the  courts  have  failed  utterly 
in  this  case,  largely  as  a result  of  FBI  misconduct.  For  this  reason  we  are 
seeking  justice  from  the  other  branches  of  our  government,  as  provided  for 
in  our  constitutional  system  of  checks  and  balances. 

7.  We  also  note  that  the  CNN  program  makes  short  shrift  of  Mr.  Peltier 
himself.  Mr.  Peltier  has  now  been  in  prison  for  23  years  for  a crime  that  he 
clearly  did  not  commit.  The  truth  about  his  case  has  been  withheld  from  the 
public  for  decades  ; even  the  distribution  of  Mr.  Peter  Matthiessen ' s book 
"In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  was  delayed  for  years  by  litigation.  Mr. 
Peltier  is  fifty  five  years  old  and  long  overdue  for  parole.  The  same 
government  officials  who  openly  admit  that  they  do  not  know  who  fired  the 
fatal  shots,  have  blocked  his  parole,  insisting  perversely  that  he  is  a 
cold  blooded  killer,  or  that  he  has  not  shown  enough  contrition  for  a crime 
he  has  said  time  and  again  that  he  did  not  commit. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  imagine  what  mental  anguish  and  long  term 
psychological  suffering  these  abuses  have  caused.  Those  of  us  who  know  Mr. 
Peltier  have  always  found  him  remarkable  in  his  ability  to  maintain  hope, 
humor  and  an  unbroken  spirit  from  day  to  day,  and  to  continue  with  his  many 
humanitarian  efforts,  including  his  Native  American  Youth  Scholarships  and 
other  excellent  programs  he  carries  out  from  behind  bars.  Yet  there  are 
times  when  his  sudden  silences  and  unspoken  sadness  cause  us  great  concern. 
Far  more  disturbing  is  the  current  deterioration  of  his  health.  He  is  now 
near  blind  in  one  eye  as  a result  of  poor  medical  treatment.  He  is  diabetic 
and  suffers  from  a heart  condition  as  well,  conditions  which  can  only  worsen 
swiftly  and  dangerously  if  he  remains  in  prison.  He  also  suffers  from  a 
worsening  jaw  problem,  which  leaves  him  unable  to  move  his  lower  jaw.  This 
makes  it  difficult  to  speak  and  chew  properly.  It  also  causes  him  constant 
and  intense  pain.  Prison  physicians  have  been  unable  to  properly  treat  this 
condition.  A Mayo  Clinic  jaw  specialist  is  willing  to  treat  Mr.  Peltier  free 
of  charge.  Permission  has  been  denied. 

Given  all  of  this,  it  is  hardly  difficult  to  understand  why  Mr.  Peltier 
might  view  outsiders  and  questions  with  caution  and  even  outright  distrust. 


Non  is  it  difficult  to  understand  why,  in  a moment  of  tension,  fatigue,  on 
quiet  despair  he  might  have  misheard  a question  or  misspoken  an  answer.  We 
are  all  capable  of  human  error.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been  in  prison  for  far 
too  long. 

Once  again  we  note  that  CNN  journalists  never  posed  any  hard  hitting  or 
decisive  questions  of  any  kind  to  the  FBI  officials  or  to  the  U.S.  officials 
involved  in  this  disturbing  case.  Why  such  disparate  treatment? 

8.  In  the  CNN  broadcast,  Mr.  Peltier's  vast  and  often  illustrious  list  of 
supporters  is  noted,  but  quickly  dismissed  by  U.S.  officials  with  vague 
insinuations.  According  to  them,  we  are  blindly  objecting  to  a garden 
variety  murder  conviction  because,  for  some  reason  we  don't  wish  to  see  a 
Native  American  in  prison.  We  are  romanticists  who  have  never  troubled 
ourselves  with  learning  the  facts.  We  certainly  feel  that  the  above  analysis 
sets  this  misconception  to  rest. 

Amnesty  International,  the  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  Rev.  Hesse  Hackson, 
the  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights,  the  National  Conference  of 
Churches,  the  Dalai  Lama  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  are  only  a few  of 
the  world  renowned  human  rights  leaders  and  organizations  which  have 
recognized  Leonard  Peltier  as  a political  prisoner  and  are  demanding  his 
immediate  and  unconditional  release. These  world  leaders  are  hardly 
irrational  romanticists.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  full  factual  record. 

That  is  why  they  are  protesting  Mr.  Peltier's  imprisonment.  That  is  why  so 
many  of  us  have  protested  Mr.  Peltier's  imprisonment  since  the  day  of  his 
arrest  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  ago.  We  stand  by  Mr.  Peltier  because  we 
have  taken  the  time  to  learn  the  facts,  and  because  we  have  the  courage  to 
take  a stand  against  such  gross  abuses  and  acts  of  corruption.  We  had  hoped 
that  CNN  would  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Peltier  is  a remarkable  Native  American  leader  who  deserves  to  walk  free 
at  last  so  that  he  can  dedicate  his  remaining  years  to  serving  his  people. 
This  is  not  a matter  of  being  soft  on  crime.  This  is  a matter  of  being  tough 
on  official  corruption  and  the  abuse  of  power.  The  COINTELPRO  program  of  the 
FBI  has  destroyed  many  lives,  from  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  to  Mr.  Geronimo 
Pratt,  to  the  Pine  Ridge  residents  and  AIM  supporters,  to  Leonard  Peltier, 
to  name  only  a few.  We  have  only  to  look  to  the  recent  Waco  disclosures  to 
see  that  these  problems  have  followed  us  into  recent  years  as  well.  Our  most 
basic  concepts  of  democracy  demand  that  these  corrupt  practices  and  abuses 
being  swiftly  exposed,  examined,  and  corrected,  not  covered  up  or  concealed. 
We  had  hoped  for  better  from  CNN. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer  Harbury 
Attorney  at  Law, 

Human  Rights  Director,  Global  Exchange 
Gina  Chiala 
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RE:  Boxes  for  Leonard 


Date:  Thu,  21  Oct  1999  13:03:10  EDT 

From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : BOXES  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Dear  Bill  Siegel-- 
10/21/99 

Many  thanks  for  your  comments  about  Leonard's  book  PRISON  WRITINGS--and 
for  your  suggestion  that  Bill  Clinton  receive  hundreds- -even  thousands- -of 
copies  of  the  book,  or  at  least  of  copies  of  Ramsey's  preface,  to  show  him 
that  people  CARE  about  Leonard.  This  needs  to  be  done  NOW  if  we  are  to 
outshout  those  who  would  keep  Leonard  imprisoned  for  life. 

E-mails  to  the  White  Flouse  just  don't  work;  don't  even  get  read  except  by 
an  auto-responder . Meanwhile,  the  corporate  media  refuse  to  even  review 
Leonard's  book,  don't  even  MENTION  the  book  on  CNN's  recent  hatchet  job  on 
Leonard.  They've  built  a WALL  OF  LIES  as  well  as  a WALL  OF  SILENCE  around 
Leonard  and  around  the  continuing  misdeeds  of  those  who  hide  behind  those 
LIES  and  that  SILENCE. 

We  the  People  can  overcome  those  LIES  and  that  SILENCE! 

Why  not  send  BOXES  to  the  White  House- -THOUSANDS  AND  THOUSANDS  AND 
THOUSANDS  OF  BOXES... each  marked  on  the  outside  "FREE  LEONARD"  or  something 
like  that,  each  with  a copy  of  the  book  or  the  CD  or  of  Ramsey's  preface  or 
of  some  other  item- -a  Peltier  button  or  bumpersticker,  etc  (NOTHING  OBSCENE 
OR  NASTY,  PLEASE)--tucked  inside  along  with  newspaper  or  tissue.  I'd  like 
to  see  the  White  House  lawn  PILED  HIGH  with  such  boxes. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  can  provide  bumper-stickers, 
buttons,  and  other  Peltier  paraphernalia  to  help.... 
contact  them  at  lpdc@idir.net  or  785-842-5774 
Or  MAKE  YOUR  OWN  PELTIER  PARAPHERNALIA  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

Somewhere  in  his  book  Leonard  calls  on  EACH  OF  US  to  be  "AN  ARMY  OF  ONE." 
That's  what's  going  to  have  to  happen  to  get  Leonard  out.  We  need  a 
multimillion-voiced  ARMY  OF  ONE  to  shout  so  hard  and  so  long  that  we  WILL  be 
heard  and  Leonard  Peltier  WILL  be  released  from  his  false  imprisonment.  Hey, 
each  of  us--and  all  of  us--can  BE  that  ARMY  OF  ONE.  Let's  DO  IT! 

Every  Post  Office  in  the  country  should  be  FILLED  with  BOXES  FOR  LEONARD 
PELTIER. 

PS:  Keep  them  down  to  relatively  small  size.... say  shoebox-sized  or 
smaller .. .flat , square,  oblong. . .whatever . Though  maybe  here  and  there  a few 
largers  one,  too,  so  long  as  they  meet  the  P.O.'s  size  restrictions.  Be  sure 
to  include  correct  postage  (hey,  the  P.O.  will  love  this). 

Bill,  thanks  for  passing  on  your  GREAT  idea ...  please  send  it  around  to 
everyone  and  every  list  you  know  of;  ask  them  to  do  the  same.  I will,  too. 
For  a dollar  or  two  in  stamps  apiece,  we  can  each  VOTE  to  FREE  LEONARD 
PELTIER  via  the  U.S.  Post  Office!  Let  that  be  the  beginning  of  a new 
realization  of  just  how  many  we  ARE! 

IT'S  1999- -WHY  IS  LEONARD  PELTIER  STILL  IN  PRISON? 

In  solidarity, 

/Harvey  Arden 
Leonard's  editor 

PS:  Also  tell  everyone  to  go  to  www.wisdomkeepers.com  to  hear  a 3-minute  free 
SOUND  SAMPLE  from  the  new  reading  (with  musical  accompaniment  by  New  Orleans 
blue  musician  Reverend  Goat  Carson)  of  Leonard's  book  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY 
LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE.  The  on-line  music  distributor  MP3.com 
tallies  and  makes  public  all  such  "hits"  on  Leonard's  CD... LET'S  GIVE  THEM 
TENS  OF  THOUSANDS,  NO,  MILLIONS  of  "HITS"!!  IT'S  TIME  FOR  MILLIONS  OF 
"ARMIES  OF  ONE"  TO  DOIN  TOGETHER  AND  RESPECTFULLY  BUT  FIRMLY  DEMAND  THAT  OUR 
BROTHER  LEONARD  PELTIER  BE  RELEASED  AND  RETURNED  TO  HIS  PEOPLE  NOW!!! 

"RE : November  lst/Show  Your  Support"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Oct  1999  22:03:46  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : NOVEMBER  1ST-SH0W  YOUR  SUPPORT! 


(Please  forward) 


NOVEMBER  1 IS  DAY  ONE  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH! 

LAFAYETTE  PARK  RALLY  8:30  am  to  1pm  MONDAY  NOV.  1 
PLEASE  BE  THERE  TO  SUPPORT  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SURVIVORS  FROM 
WOUNDED  KNEE j PINE  RIDGE,  AND  OGLALA 

Dear  Friends, 

As  you  know,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Campaign  begins  on  November 
first  in  Washington  D.C.  and  will  continue  through  Thanksgiving  Day.  We  will 
be  in  Lafayette  Park  every  single  day,  and  we  need  you  to  be  there  with  us 
to  show  support  and  solidarity  for  Mr.  Peltier  and  for  all  Native  Americans. 
Mr.  Peltier  has  been  unjustly  incarcerated  for  some  23  years  as  a result 
of  FBI  misconduct,  including  the  coercion  of  witnesses,  the  utilization  of 
falsified  evidence,  and  the  concealment  of  a key  ballistics  test  reflecting 
Mr.  Peltier's  innocence.  He  nevertheless  remains  in  prison,  denied  a new 
trial  and  long  overdue  for  parole.  Why  ? Because  he  was  a leader  and  he 
stood  up  for  his  people. 

Time  is  running  out  in  this  tragic  case.  Mr.  Peltier's  health  is  beginning 
to  deteriorate  : he  now  suffers  from  diabetes  and  a heart  condition  as  well 
as  a worsening  jaw  problem  that  causes  constant  pain.  Although  a Mayo  Clinic 
specialist  has  offered  to  repair  the  jaw,  permission  has  been  denied  by 
prison  authorities.  Amnesty  International,  the  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
the  Rev.  Desse  lackson,  the  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights,  the 
Dalai  Lama,  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  have  all  recognized  Leonard  Peltier  as  a political  prisoner  and 
are  demanding  his  immediate  and  unconditional  release. 

The  time  has  come  for  us  to  act  as  well.  Monday  November  1st  s the  first 
day  of  the  month  long  campaign.  There  will  be  an  opening  rally  in  Lafayette 
Park  to  start  up  the  activities,  and  we  believe  that  you  will  find  the 
presentations  very  moving.  Chief  Billy  Tayac  will  give  the  welcoming 
comments,  and  Freedom  Runners  will  arrive  from  the  Liberty  Bell  in 
Philadelphia  to  demand  justice  and  freedom  for  Leonard.  There  will  be  a 
traditional  prayer  circle  lead  by  David  Chief,  a spiritual  leader,  and  a 
group  of  Freedom  Fasters  will  begin  their  long  fasting  in  the  square. 

Most  moving  of  all  will  be  the  arrival  of  the  survivors  from  the  siege  of 
Wounded  Knee,  from  the  Reign  of  Terror  at  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  and  from 
the  shoot  out  at  Oglala.  This  will  be  the  first  time  these  people  have 
gathered  together  to  speak  out  in  public  in  decades.  From  1973-1975  these 
people  endured  one  of  the  worst  campaigns  of  repression  by  the  U.S 
government  that  was  carried  out  in  this  century.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
rounds  of  live  ammunition  were  fired  at  the  men  , women  and  children  in 
Wounded  Knee.  The  promised  hearings  on  local  abuses  and  treaty  violations 
never  took  place.  After  Wounded  Knee,  some  64  AIM  members  and  traditionalist 
supporters  were  murdered  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Many  others  were 
battered,  abused  and  threatened.  Despite  a massive  FBI  presence  not  one 
person  ever  stood  trial  for  these  crimes.  After  the  incident  at  Oglala, 
which  a federal  judge  has  recognized  was  equally  the  fault  of  the  U.S. 
government,  Leonard  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  on  the  basis  of  a 
false  affidavit  obtained  by  the  FBI  through  coercion  and  intimidation.  Other 
witnesses  were  terrorized  as  well  . The  FBI  ballistic  test  reflecting  his 
innocence  was  withheld  form  the  defense.  In  short,  Leonard  Peltier  was 
framed,  one  more  victim  of  FBI  corruption. 

Where  were  we  while  all  this  horror  occurred?  To  be  sure,  the  truth  was 
long  withheld  from  the  press  and  the  public.  Peter  Mathhiessen ' s book  was 
kept  off  the  shelves  for  years  by  litigation.  Yet  many  of  us  were  indeed 
aware,  at  least  in  part,  of  what  was  going  on.  We  were  appalled,  but  we 
believed  that  the  courts  and  the  human  rights  leaders  and  our  Congressional 
members  would  somehow  take  care  of  things.  We  believed  that  matters  would 
soon  be  set  straight,  that  justice  would  be  achieved.  We  were  wrong.  People 
continued  to  be  killed  and  terrorized  on  Pine  Ridge  and  even  today,  Leonard 
Peltier  remains  in  prison. 

We  were  not  present  for  our  Native  American  friends  and  neighbors  in  those 
terrifying  years.  We  did  not  take  a strong  enough  stand.  We  did  not  make 
ourselves  heard.  They  paid  the  price. 


This  time  we  must  all  be  there,  to  show  our  full  support  for  Mr.  Peltier 
and  all  of  the  survivors,  and  to  express  our  outrage  at  the  injustices 
which  have  occurred.  We  must  insist  on  Leonard  Peltier's  immediate  and 
unconditional  release  from  prison.  The  time  has  come  to  demand  justice  and 
respect  for  all  Native  Americans. 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month.  Let's  not  leave  this  grand 
title  as  an  empty  euphemism.  Let's  make  it  count. 

BE  THERE  ON  NOVEMBER  FIRST  TO  SUPPORT  PELTIER  AND  THE  SURVIVORS! 

For  further  information  call  Za'Yn  @ Amnesty  International: 

202.544.0200  xt.  245 

email  zmclean@aiusa.org  or  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Coalition  at 
202-857-1469  or  785-842-5774  or  visit  our  web  site  at: 
http://members.xoom . com/f reepeltier /index. ht ml 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 
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"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  24  Oct  1999  19:41:37  -0440 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Newsome,  Charles  M 

#219-573 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/6/63 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Pike  Jr.,  William  3. 

#315-725 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  10/13/70 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Pierce,  Randy 
#120836  -M.S.U.- 
W.K.C.C. 

PO  Box  5000 

Eddyville,  KY  42038-5000 


Myers,  Joseph  Michael 

#R143-651 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  9/13/67 
Ancestry:  Apache/Cherokee 

Newcomb,  John  Wayne 
#285-267 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  3/7/61 
Ancestry:  Lakota 

Norris,  Matthew  Gene 
#A225-147 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 


temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Oct  1999  23:27:29  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  124 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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KEEP  TRYING 


If  boys  should  get  discouraged 
At  lessons  and  at  work 

And  say,  "There's  no  use  trying," 
And  all  hard  tasks  should  shirk. 

And  keep  on  shirking,  shirking. 
Till  the  boy  became  a man, 

I wonder  what  the  world  would  do 
To  carry  out  its  plan? 

The  coward  in  the  conflict 
Gives  up  at  first  defeat; 

If  once  repulsed,  his  courage 
Lies  shattered  at  his  feet. 

The  brave  heart  wins  the  battle 
Because,  through  thick  and  thin. 

He'll  not  give  up  as  conquered,  - 
He  fights,  and  fights  to  win. 

So,  boys,  don't  get  disheartened 
Because  at  first  you  fail; 

If  you  but  keep  on  trying. 

At  last  you  will  prevail; 

Be  stubborn  against  failure; 


Try,  try  and  try  again; 

The  boys  who  kept  on  trying 

Have  made  the  world's  best  men. 


CORRECTION. 


The  following  letter  explains  itself.  It  is  to  be  deplored  when  our 
informants  get  things  mixed,  careful  as  we  are  to  print  only  what  comes 
from  a reliable  source,  but  it  seems  that  a statement  made  by  letter  and 
published  in  Dune,  to  the  effect  that  one  of  our  girls  died  on  the  Crow 
reservation,  "neglected  by  her  husband  and  friends"  is  a mistake. 
Superintendent  Watson,  of  the  Crow  School,  is  a new  man  there,  having 
been  in  the  position  only  since  August  15,  1899,  but  he  says: 

"I  find  the  story  to  be  false  in  every  particular.  She  had  the  best 
of  care  and  food,  given  by  the  ladies  of  the  Government  Boarding  School 
and  by  Rev.  Burgess,  the  Congregational  minister.  Chickens  were  killed 
and  dressed  with  other  nice  food,  and  taken  to  her.  The  teachers  and 
ladies  sat  up  with  her  at  nights,  and  some  were  there  the  night  she 
died.  I have  no  interest  in  the  matter  further  than  letting  the  truth 
be  known,  and  relieving  the  good  people  here  of  a false  charge." 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  believe  that  the  person  who  alluded 
to  the  case  in  a private  letter,  meant  to  falsely  charge  the  good  people  of 
the  Crow  School,  as  it  was  stated  that  the  girl  was  "neglected  by  her 
husband  and  friends."  We  suppose  the  writer  of  the  letter  meant  the  girl's 
Indian  friends,  and  as  this  case  seemed  so  much  like  other  instances  of 
neglect  of  dying  Indians  by  friends  of  their  own  blood,  which  have  come  to 
the  personal  observation  of  the  writer,  in  her  several  years  of  experience 
among  the  Indians  on  a reservation  in  the  far  west,  we  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  the  story  credence. 


HE  HATED  TO  BE  CALLED  STINGY. 


"I'd  rather  be  called  anything  than  stingy,"  said  an  Indian  boy  after 
receiving  a few  words  of  remonstance  from  a friend  who  was  anxious  about 
the  boy's  too  free  use  of  his  pennies. 

"Is  it  a good  thing  to  be  a little  stingy  now,"  asked  the  friend, 

"now  in  boyhood  days,  saving  the  nickels  for  future  use,  or  is  it  wiser 
to  spend  freely  NOW  and  have  nothing  when  you  are  a man  grown?  Spend 
now  and  be  a PAUPER  later,  or  save  now  and  have  money  and  enough 
backbone  later  on  to  be  able  to  stand  alone?  Which? 

A strong,  healthy  boy  or  a full  grown  man  who  has  to  be  propped  or 
CARRIED  by  some  well-to  do  papa,  or  friend  is  a sad  sight.  Pennies  and 
nickels  spent  foolishly  in  boyhood  days  is  willful  waste,  and  willful 
waste  brings  woeful  want.  'A  fool  and  his  money  are  soon  parted.'" 

"Ten  chances  to  one,  " continued  the  friend,  "the  person  who  calls 
you  stingy  or  'tight'  never  owned  a penny  in  his  own  right  and  is 
incapable  of  earning  one.  Or  if  he  has  earned  small  wages  and  is 
willing  to  spend  them  as  fast  as  he  earns,  he  is  weak  in  the  "upper 
story"  and  will  come  to  want." 


An  Indian  may  not  be  educated  but  he  is  quite  able  even  in  his  crude 
state  to  tell  the  difference  between  froth  and  the  real  thing. 
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BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
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PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


One  of  our  "honorable"  Seniors  who  has  been  living  in  New  Jersey  for 
the  summer,  on  being  asked  what  was  the  "latest,"  replied,  "All  I 
brought  with  me  from  the  country  was  mosquitoes."  We  hardly  think  this 
to  be  a very  beneficial  selection. 

At  the  band  concert  the  other  evening  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  the  piece 
announced  was  "The  Darkey's  Dream,"  After  playing  a while  some  one  asked 
his  neighbor  what  the  piece  was,  and  the  answer  from  one  of  our  teachers 
came  - "The  Darkest  Gleam." 

TWENTY-FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  received  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 

There  is  much  in  the  way  a man  stands  around.  Does  he  lean  against 
something  or  does  he  stand  erect  on  two  feet?  Character  may  be  judged 
by  that. 

We  see  in  the  "Chicago  Tribune"  of  August  31st  a notice  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Almira  V.  0.  Wright,  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Wright  was  a lady  known 
by  several  in  Carlisle  who  will  be  grieved  to  hear  of  her  death.  She 
was  a woman  of  intelligence  and  refinement  and  was  loved  and  respected 
by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  her. 

In  a business  letter  asking  change  of  address  we  see  that  Mr. 

Chauncey  Yellowrobe,  '95,  of  Carlisle,  has  been  transferred  to  Ft.  Shaw, 
Montana.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Yellowrobe  was  Disciplinarian 
at  the  Ft.  Shaw  Government  school  several  years  ago. 

The  following  is  the  schedule  of  our  football  team  for  the  season  of 
'99: 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  Sept.  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle; 
Oct.  7,  Bloomsburg  at  Carlisle;  Oct.  14,  U.P  at  Phila.;  Oct.  21, 
Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge;  Nov.  4,  Hamilton 
at  Utica;  Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  N.Y.;  Nov.  18,  Univ.  of  Md.  at  Carlisle; 
Nov.  25,  Oberlin  at  Carlisle;  Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 

On  Friday  evening  an  entertainment  was  given  in  honor  of  Major  Pratt 
who  had  just  returned  from  an  extended  tour  throughout  the  South  and 
West.  The  girls  managed  and  prepared  the  entire  program  which  proved  to 
be  of  first  class  order.  The  speaking  and  dialogues  were  good  and  the 
clarinet  solo  by  lames  Wheelock  deserves  special  mention.  Ernest 
Robitaile  who  has  just  entered  our  band  as  flute  player  rendered  a solo 
which  was  appreciated  by  all.  The  mandolin  club  appeared  for  the  first 
time  and  gave  a selection  which  showed  the  results  of  hard  practice. 
After  the  regular  program  had  been  carried  out.  Major  Pratt  was  called 
upon  to  make  a few  remarks  and  responded,  thanking  the  girls  for  their 
kind  consideration  and  efforts.  He  then  closed  the  entertainment  by 
telling  in  his  unique  and  interesting  way  a thrilling  story  of  how  he 
caught  his  largest  trout. 

Of  the  10,000  inhabitants  of  Carlisle,  the  INDIAN  HELPER  should  have 
a subscription  list  of  at  least  a thousand.  Only  about  350  people  take 
the  little  letter  and  all  appreciate  it,  anxiously  awaiting  its  arrival 
every  Thursday  evening.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  TWENTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS  in  cash  tucked  away  down  in  his  stocking  for  the  boy  or  girl, 
man  or  woamn,  who  sends  in  the  most  subscriptions  before  midnight  of 
next  Thanksgiving  Day.  September  and  October  are  the  best  months  to 
work  in,  and  now  is  the  best  time  to  begin.  We  have  received  no  long 
lists  yet.  The  offer  is  just  as  good  as  new.  Start  at  once  and  send 


for  the  rules  and  sample  copies,  free! 

When  you  start  a job  FINISH  it.  If  you  take  up  a profession  or  a 
trade  or  even  a little  piece  of  work  in  the  quarters,  FINISH  it.  You 
will  be  stronger.  Men  of  prominence  are  not  always  naturally  adapted  to 
their  special  line  of  work.  They  have  to  work  for  what  they  acquire  and 
when  they  become  EXPERT  in  their  lines  they  are  constantly  in  demand. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  heard  some  "grumblers,"  in  his  walks,  who 
are  discontented  and  ready  to  give  up  at  the  first  log  that  lies  across 
their  path.  Stick  to  it  and  do  not  let  anything  get  the  best  of  you. 

Mr.  Glenn  S.  Warner  and  wife,  can  now  be  seen  on  our  school  campus 
and  grounds.  Mr.  Warner  who  for  several  years  coached  the  famous 
Cornell  University  Football  team  has  come  to  coach  our  own  boys,  and 
considering  his  previous  record  and  reputation,  we  think  Mr.  Warner  will 
be  able  to  bring  our  team  work  to  such  a condition  as  will  threaten  some 
of  the  strongest  teams  that  may  appear  on  the  football  arena. 

Do  not  forget  the  large  gatherings  of  people.  Ask  a friend  or  the 
speaker  to  say  a word  for  the  HELPER  and  the  Indian  cause  and  give  the 
information  that  you  are  taking  subscriptions.  There  are  chances  for 
you  to  gather  hundreds  of  subscriptions  in  just  such  a manner. 

The  band  went  to  Phila.  to  give  entertainments  during  the  encampment 
of  the  G.A.R.  and  to  play  and  march  in  their  parade.  Some  of  the  boys 
were  left  because  there  was  not  room  to  accommodate  them.  Boys,  learn 
to  play  so  well  that  they  WILL  find  room  for  your  when  going  off  on  a 
trip. 


(P  3) 

Football  hair  is  sprouting. 

Amos  Quito  is  still  with  us. 

Cool  mornings  and  evenings. 

Potato  picking  at  the  lower  farm. 

Rumors  are  afloat  that  the  societies  will  open  this  week  or  next. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  now  on  our  roll  is  928. 

Mrs.  Sawyer,  our  music  instructor,  has  returned  after  an  extended 
visit  among  friends  and  relatives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  l.D.  O'Connell  with  their  two  young  sons,  took  luncheon 
with  Miss  Senseney  on  Wednesday. 

As  of  your,  we  can  now  see  the  boys  and  girls  marching  over  to  the 
school  building  in  the  evening  to  spend  an  hour  in  study. 

Among  the  boys  who  returned  this  week,  Caleb  Sickles,  class  '98, 
comes  back  to  continue  his  study  at  the  Dickinson  Preparatory  school. 

Since  the  return  of  the  Seniors  and  luniors,  those  boys  who  have  been 
"specially"  favored  have  received  enough  cake  and  sweet  meats  "to  burn." 

Dr.  lames  Robbins  of  the  Danville  Hospital  for  the  Insane  spent 
Saturday  and  Sunday  with  Professor  Bakeless.  They  were  old  college 
friends . 

Miss  Cutter  has  again  returned  to  her  post  of  duty,  ready  to  take  up 
her  duties  as  senior  teacher  and  see  another  class  pass  out  as  graduates 
of  the  Carlisle  School. 

The  social  gathering  on  Wednesday  evening  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  This  is  one  of  the  many  privileges  allowed  our  pupils  and  it 
is  appreciated  by  them  all. 

lacob  Horne  who  has  been  at  the  seashore  waiting  on  table  returned  to 
take  up  his  studies  in  the  Senior  class  and  looks  much  benefitted  by  his 
stay  at  the  shore. 

Mr.  lames  Wheelock,  foreman  of  this  office  is  away  with  the  band,  and 
with  the  editor  and  the  foreman  gone,  the  printers  feel  as  if  they  had 
nothing  with  them  but  work. 

Miss  Senseney  has  returned  to  fill  her  regular  position  as  Vocal 
Instructor,  after  having  spent  her  annual  leave  in  Massachusetts  and 
Chambersburg  among  her  friends. 

A committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of 
the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  school  of  which  Mr. 
Standing  was  appointed  chairman. 

Miss  Ely  was  the  recipient  of  a basket  of  delicious  pears.  Mrs. 
Choate  was  the  kind  hearted  benefactress  and  all  who  tasted  the  fruit 


agree  that  they  were  indeed  delicious. 

Miss  Mable  Craft  is  visiting  her  sister  Mrs.  Thompson  for  a few 
days.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss  Craft  was  here  on  a similar  visit 
several  years  ago  and  all  her  friends  are  glad  to  see  her  again. 

Our  printers  who  have  been  out  at  the  seashore  for  the  past  two 
months  have  returned  ready  to  take  up  their  work  in  school  and  shop. 
Among  them  are  Chas.  Roberts,  lames  Johnson,  and  Edwin  Moore  who  add 
materially  to  the  present  force  of  printers.  They  have  been  waiting  on 
table  while  at  the  shore. 

All  the  friends  of  Mr.  Frank  Beale  are  pleased  to  see  his 
ever-smiling  face  on  the  grounds  again.  The  Standard  Literary  Society 
is  especially  glad,  as  he  is  their  Demosthenes. 

Football  practice  has  begun  in  earnest  and  it  is  with  the  brightest 
expectations  that  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  battles  on  the  grid 
iron.  The  boys  take  their  practice,  under  Coach  Warner,  as  if  they 
meant  BUSINESS  and  they  will  do  their  best  to  make  this  season  a 
successful  one. 

Miss  Burgess  has  been  away  spending  the  week  with  her  parents  at 
Millville,  this  State.  She  is  expected  home  next  Monday.  Ye  noble 
printers  are  in  need  of  a chief  and  seem  to  be  lost  during  her  absence. 

Miss  Kittie  Silverheels,  class  '00,  and  a printer,  has  arrived  from 
her  home  in  New  York  State  where  she  had  been  spending  a few  days  in 
having  a good  time  and  visiting  relatives  and  old  acquaintances. 

Preparations  are  being  made  in  Miss  Ely's  office  for  the  return  of 
the  remainder  of  the  pupils  who  will  be  coming  about  the  middle  of  the 
month.  All  who  are  not  going  to  stay  out  for  the  winter  will  then  be  in 
and  everything  will  be  carried  on  in  the  usual  way. 

A New  York  City  subscriber  says  that  "The  HELPER  is  always  a welcome 
visitor,"  and  closes  his  letter  renewing  subscription  with:  "I  would  be 
glad  if  I could  do  more  for  the  education  of  the  Indian." 

We  again  see  the  cheerful  face  of  Mrs.  Pratt  on  the  school  grounds 
and  it  is  with  hearty  good  will  that  we  welcome  her  back,  father 
spending  a lengthy  visit  in  the  far  West,  looking  at  the  "Injuns"  and 
their  wigwams,  and  climbing  the  mountain  wilds  that  characterize  that 
section  of  our  country. 

As  school  has  begun,  the  regular  services  on  Sunday  afternoon  were 
held  in  the  Chapel  last  Sunday.  Dr.  Wile,  our  Chaplain,  being  absent 
Dr.  Eastman  filled  the  pulpit  in  his  stead.  Fie  gave  an  interesting  and 
impressive  talk  on  the  life  of  Joseph  of  Biblical  fame  and  ended  his 
address  by  appealing  to  all  present  to  take  up  their  work  with 
earnestness  whether  at  home  or  in  a strange  place. 

The  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  order  to  establish  this  school  was 
celebrated  in  a very  pleasing  manner.  The  pupils  were  especially  glad 
to  see  it  come.  When  they  went  in  to  their  supper  they  unexpectedly 
came  across  some  watermelon  and  other  good  things  which  they  heartily 
and  relishly  "hid."  Before  they  began  the  escapade  Professor  Bakeless 
explained  to  them  the  reason  for  the  appearance  of  such  goodies. 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Cayou,  class  '96,  of  Carlisle  and  Freshman  in  the 
Dickinson  College  has  left  us  to  enter  the  University  of  Illinois.  Mr. 
Cayou  has  been  with  us  for  quite  a number  of  years  and  during  this  stay 
he  made  many  friends  both  at  the  school  and  in  Carlisle  town  who  regret 
to  see  him  go  away.  He  will  go  to  that  large  western  university  as  a 
student  and  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances  wish  him  all  the  success 
possible.  He  has  proven,  during  his  stay  here,  that  he  was  a gentleman 
and  a man  who  will  always  do  his  duty,  and  we  send  him  away  as  a good 
and  reliable  character  and  one  that  will  do  credit  to  himself  and  his 
alma  mater. 
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ON  THE  WAY  TO  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


Hungry  and  yet  Plenty  to  Eat. 

The  writer  of  the  following  interesting  incident  is  a graduate  of 
Carlisle,  having  started  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  entering  direct 


from  camp,  a number  of  years  ago.  He  has  since  held  several  positions 
of  trust  and  honor: 

"It  is  very  pleasant  for  me  to  think  of  how  I used  to  work  on  a farm 
in  Bucks  County"  he  says  by  way  of  reminiscence  in  a recent  private 
letter.  "And  I remember  now  distinctly  how  I was  started  out  on  my 
first  trip. 

"I  had  a large  valise  in  one  hand  and  a big  appetizing  lunch  box  in 
the  other,  and  as  I walked  down  to  the  depot  I had  a notion  to  eat  up  my 
lunch  so  I would  have  less  to  carry. 

"When  I got  on  the  train  I was  surprised,  for  there  were  more 
passengers  than  I expected,  so  when  lunch  time  did  come,  I dared  not 
open  up  my  box,  for  it  seemed  to  me  that  everybody  was  looking  at  me, 
and  so  I went  on,  with  plenty  to  eat  and  yet  hungry,  thinking  that  I 
might  find  myself  somewhere  to  be  along  that  I could  enjoy  my  big 
dinner. 

"Finally  I reached  my  destination  late  in  the  evening,  and  was  in 
time  for  supper,  and  I sat  down  at  the  table  without  delay,  but  I ate 
very  little,  for  I was  an  entire  stranger,  and  it  seemed  to  me  as  though 
the  people  were  looking  at  me  and  watching  me  very  closely,  so  I did  not 
remain  long  enough  at  the  table  to  satisfy  myself,  in  fact,  I was  more 
hungry  than  ever  after  I left  the  table. 

"But  still  I had  that  big  lunch  box,  and  when  I went  up  to  bed  I 
carried  my  box  with  me,  and  there  alone  in  my  room  I did  enjoy  a good, 
square  meal  at  last." 


FROM  OUR  FRIENDS  IN  NEW  YORK. 


The  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bemus  Pierce  are  always  glad  to  hear  as 
to  their  welfare  and  from  a letter  subscribing  for  the  HELPER  we  get  the 
following: 

"We  cannot  afford  to  miss  another  number  of  the  HELPER.  We  think  too 
much  of  Carlisle  for  that,  and  sometimes  we  feel  as  if  we  were  away  just 
for  a short  time  and  cannot  realize  that  we  have  left  Carlisle  for 
good.  Though  we  are  happy  here,  Carlisle  is  still  our  ideal  home  and  a 
place  we  can  never  forget." 


ANOTHER  APPRECIATIVE  SUBSCRIBER. 


A Philadelphian  writes:  "Permit  me  to  express  my  satisfaciton  and 
also  extend  my  congratulations  in  your  good  and  noble  work.  I am  not  a 
subscriber  to  your  valuable  little  paper,  but  have  an  opportunity  to 
read  it  every  week,  and  I find  myself  looking  forward  to  its  coming  with 
great  pleasure.  It  is  a bright  and  breezy  periodical  and  always 
instructive.  May  God  bless  you  and  prosper  you,  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
your  friend,  Mrs.  L.H.E." 


THE  CHAPEL  SERVICES  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 


An  Inquirer  says  she  doesn't  see  the  Chapel  mentioned  in  the  HELPER 
and  wonders  if  we  have  religious  services  at  the  school.  For  her 
information  and  for  others  who  may  desire  to  know  the  same  thing  we  have 
to  say  that  we  do  have  religious  services  at  the  school  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  our  Chaplain  just  now  being  Rev.  Dr.  Wile,  of  the  Frist 
Lutheran  Church,  Carlisle.  In  addition  to  this  the  pupils  are  allowed 
to  go  to  the  church  of  their  choice  on  Sunday  mornings  in  town.  We  have 
a Sunday  school  for  the  girls  and  those  boys  not  advanced  enough  in 
English  or  for  special  reasons  are  not  eligible  to  the  various  Sunday 
schools  in  town.  On  Sunday  evenings  there  is  a general  prayer-meeting 
held  in  the  assembly  hall,  and  led  by  some  member  of  the  faculty  or  some 
leading  student.  We  have  Kings'  Daughters  Circles  and  Kings'  Sons, 
besides  a large  and  flourishing  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  On 
Thursday  evening  during  term  time  the  Catholic  priest  comes  out  from 
town  to  instruct  the  Catholic  children,  the  Methodist  minister  does  the 
same  for  the  Methodist  students  and  the  Episcopalian  rector  the  same  for 
his  flock,  so  we  are  not  altogether  a non-religious  or  godless  school  as 


some  seem  to  try  to  think. 


A West  Chester  subscriber  says  the  HELPER  is  rightly  named,  and  is  a 
bright,  cheery  little  message  coming  in  every  week. 

Another  says  it  comes  as  a good  faithful  friend. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  9,  6,  7 is  to  drink  slowly. 

My  3,  8,  4 people  do  sometimes  with  theri  eyes. 

My  1,  2,  5 is  the  way  a bird  "navigates"  on  the  ground. 

My  whole  is  what  we  may  get  along  without  at  Carlisle,  since  the 
rains . 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Vacation. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http://www.epix.net/~landis . 

- "RE:  The  Cornfield"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Aug  1999  08:28:12  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : the  cornfield 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
The  Cornfield 

A long  time  ago  in  the  last  century  there  was  once  a couple  from  Wide 
Ruins  not  too  far  Klagetoh,  and  this  couple  had  a hogan  that  was  warm 
and  provided  shelter  for  the  man,  Hosteen  Ke'  Tso,  his  wife  and  child. 
The  woman  was  from  Shush  Bitoh,  and  had  come  to  him  a few  years  before. 
She  settled  with  him  in  this  valley  just  a little  ways  from  ancient 
ruins,  hence  the  name  Wide  Ruins. 

She  stayed  with  him,  and  though  they  went  about  their  business,  she 

wanted  to  leave  and  go  back  to  her  own  country,  to  take  her  child  and 

return  and  leave  this  land.  One  morning  she  packed  a few  things  and 
after  her  husband  left  for  the  cornfield  to  water  it,  she  took  her 
child  and  walked  to  the  East,  leaving  her  husbands'  things  outside  the 
hogan . 

Hosteen  Ke'  Tso,  was  his  name  because  he  had  big  feet.  He  watered  the 
cornfield  by  hand,  a pot  full  at  a time  working  with  each  plant 
throughout  the  day  and  then  tended  the  sheep.  When  he  was  working  his 

sister  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  his  hogan  was  empty  and  that  his 

wife  had  left  him.  He  returned  to  the  hogan  and  thought  maybe  she  was 
just  going  to  visit  her  family  and  told  his  mother  and  father  that  when 
they  came  to  see  him.  She  had  left  on  horseback  and  did  not  return. 
Hosteen  Ke'  Tso  worked  the  land  and  tended  the  sheep.  His  wife  did  not 
come  back  in  the  traditional  way  of  doing  things  it  looked  to  be  a 
partnership  that  was  broken. 

Shush  Bitoh  Woman  found  her  family  and  stayed  with  them  and  did  not 
return  to  her  husbands'  place  all  through  the  summer.  She  moved  in  with 
her  sister  and  they  fixed  a place  for  her  and  the  small  child. 

One  day  Hosteen  set  out  to  see  about  some  traditional  things  up  toward 
Round  Top,  not  too  far  from  Nazlini  and  set  out  on  horseback. 

He  was  going  to  have  some  prayers  said  and  his  family  said  they  would 
water  the  corn  plants,  as  they  were  near  full-grown.  The  field  was  full 
and  his  hard  work  had  made  it  so.  He  set  out  and  after  a few  days  did 
not  return.  Some  weeks  went  by  and  there  was  no  word  on  his  where 
abbots.  He  did  not  come  back  home  and  no  one  knew  why.  In  those  days 
life  was  hard  and  many  things  could  happen  to  someone  travelling  alone. 
He  may  have  fallen  off  his  worse,  been  attacked  by  an  animal  or 
something  else.  No  one  knew  what  had  happened  to  him.  The  family 
realized  that  a bad  thing  had  befallen  their  son.  They  sought  the 


advice  of  a headman  in  the  local  area.  He  related  the  fields  and  hogan 
should  be  taken  care  as  their  son  could  return. 

One  day  word  came  that  Hosteen  had  been  found,  that  in  collecting  some 
pinons  from  a high  branch  he  had  fallen  to  the  ground.  His  wife  was 
told  and  requested  to  come  and  bring  the  child  back  to  the  family  so 
that  might  know  and  remember  the  father  through  the  son,  maybe  by 
having  the  mother  bringing  the  child  that  they  might  be  able  to  care 
for  him  and  also  her.  Shush  Bitoh  Woman  did  not  come,  and  two 
messengers  went  to  her  place  far  to  the  East  to  tell  her  to  come  and 
she  did  not. 

Hosteen 's  family  took  care  of  the  place  for  Hosteen' s son  and  wanted 
him  to  return  to  this  place.  One  day  while  going  to  the  hogan,  their 
son's  place,  they  found  that  his  wife.  Shush  Bitoh  Woman  had  returned. 

She  was  loading  up  what  remained  in  the  house  and  her  family  had 
brought  extra  pack  animals  with  them  to  haul  the  corn  harvest  back  with 
them  to  an  area  near  Iyanbito.  They  had  come  to  harvest  the  corn.  This 
created  some  discussion  between  all  the  parties  and  they  argued  about 
the  corn  harvest.  The  corn  was  ready  for  picking  and  the  crop  was  good, 
because  Hosteen  had  worked  so  hard  at  making  it  grow  and  had  taken  care 
of  it . 

The  matter  was  brought  to  the  Headman  and  he  heard  both  parties  speak 
about  the  cornfield.  Shush  Bitoh  Woman  said  the  things  in  the  hogan, 
the  sheep  and  corn  field  were  hers  as  she  was  married  to  the  Hosteen 
and  had  been  visiting  with  her  family  for  some  time  but  planned  to  come 
back,  but  upon  returning  learned  that  her  husband  would  never  be 
returning  and  so  knowing  that  she  had  family  in  her  own  homeland  was 
going  back  there  to  live  with  them  and  was  taking  was  hers  according  to 
tradition . 

Hosteen 's  family  related  that  Hosteen  had  not  known  that  his  wife  was 
leaving,  that  she  left  on  her  own  without  telling  him  and  had  torn 
their  blankets  in  half  and  thrown  them  on  the  ground  where  he  found 
them  with  his  things  laying  in  front  of  the  hogan.  He  worked  the 
fields  alone  and  told  his  family  that  he  hoped  his  wife  would  return 
with  his  son  so  that  he  might  care  for  him. 

Hostess'  family  told  the  Headman,  that  by  the  traditional  way  of  doing 
things  that  when  the  items  were  thrown  out  of  the  hogan,  and  the 
blankets  torn,  that  Shush  Bitoh  Woman  had  decided  to  leave  for  good  and 
took  the  child  away  for  good.  That  when  she  was  contacted  twice  about 
her  husband,  first  of  his  not  returning  and  then  later  of  his  fall.  She 
did  not  come  back  and  did  not  bring  the  child,  Hosteen 's  son  to  Wide 
Ruins.  Now  that  the  corn  was  ready  to  harvest  she  had  returned  to  this 
place  with  her  family  to  take  the  corn  back  to  Iyanbito. 

Hosteen 's  family  said,  the  corn  should  be  harvested  for  the  benefit  of 
the  child  and  that  the  child  should  remain  with  them  as  it  had  been 
said  she  was  with  another  man  from  that  area  of  Bear  Springs,  not  too 
far  from  Fort  Wingate,  the  cavalry  fort.  Hosteen 's  family  wanted  the 
child  returned  to  them. 

Shush  Bitoh  Woman  spoke  and  said  that  since  the  child  was  hers  that  all 
the  things  in  the  hogan,  the  sheep  and  corn  harvest  were  hers  as  she 
was  the  mother  of  the  Hosteen 's  son. 

The  Headman  thought  for  a long  time  and  related  that  when  the  woman 
left,  she  was  leaving  forever,  she  did  this  by  tearing  up  the  blankets, 
throwing  Hosteen 's  things  on  the  ground  and  taking  all  her  possessions 
back  to  Iyanbito,  and  that  further  she  upon  learning  of  Hosteen  being 
missing  did  not  return  then  or  later  when  he  was  found  and  never  would 
be  back  to  harvest  the  corn. 

The  Headman  told  Shush  Bitoh  Woman  that  she  was  "dead"  to  the  family 
and  the  family  bond  between  husband  and  wife  was  forever  broken  and  she 
was  to  be  treated  as  if  she  had  died  too,  and  therefore  had  no  right  to 
anything  in  the  hogan  or  in  the  cornfield.  As  she  was  the  mother  she 
was  entitled  to  hold  a little  for  the  benefit  of  the  child  but  if  she 
did  not  bring  the  child  back  to  the  area  to  know  his  father's  family 
then  she  was  to  be  alone  with  responsibility  to  care  for  the  child 
alone . 

The  Headman  gave  a portion  of  the  cornfield  harvest  to  Hosteen 's  family 


and  appointed  his  sister  as  caretaker  of  the  place  until  the  child 
would  return  to  reclaim  it  as  his  own.  So  the  Headman  made  his  talk  in 

this  manner  and  it  was  fair  and  so  that  is  how  it  was  done. 

Shush  Bitoh  left  the  area  and  went  back  to  Iyanbito  and  never  did 

return  to  the  area  with  the  boy  and  so  he  was  lost  to  the  family. 

One  night  in  1981,  a young  Navajo  family,  a father,  mother  and  child 
lived  near  this  place  called  Wide  Ruins.  It  so  happened  the  father 
worked  and  with  it  came  some  benefits  for  himself  and  his  family.  He 
worked  everyday  providing  for  them.  Luck  would  have  it  that  his  wife 
did  not  like  it  there  and  wanted  to  return  to  Thoreau  and  so  one  she 
left  with  their  child  and  did  not  return.  During  this  time,  the  father 
was  coming  home  and  never  got  back  due  to  an  accident.  His  family 
rushed  to  him  but  it  was  too  late,  he  was  gone.  He  was  taken  to  a place 
where  they  prepare  one  for  laying  to  rest. 

Word  was  sent  to  the  his  former  wife,  who  filed  and  received  a divorce 
just  before  the  father  had  his  accident.  She  was  asked  by  his  family  to 
bring  the  child  to  the  funeral  and  also  to  go  to  the  funeral  home  and 
sign  over  some  of  the  proceeds  of  the  insurance,  life  insurance  over  to 
the  funeral  home  to  cover  the  costs  there.  On  the  day  of  the  funeral, 
the  family  went  to  bring  their  brother  home  and  learned  that  his  body 
had  not  been  prepared.  They  called  the  woman  from  Thoreau  and  she  did 
not  come,  though  she  said  she  would. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  met  and  not  wanting  to  tell  the  parents  about 
what  was  going  on,  gathered  up  hard  goods,  jewelry,  conchos  and  beads 
and  pawned  them  and  came  up  with  the  money  necessary  to  have  the 
necessary  things  done  for  their  brother.  The  brother  was  laid  to  rest 
and  the  parents  did  not  learn  about  this  until  later.  The  child  was  not 
brought  to  the  funeral  and  no  word  was  received  about  it  from  the 
mother. 

The  following  day  the  mother  went  to  collect  the  insurance  on  her 
former  husband  as  she  was  the  beneficiary  and  would  receive  the  whole 
amount . 

The  family  of  the  father  sued  in  Window  Rock  stating  that  the  due  to 
the  circumstances  involved  in  this  situation,  that  the  former  wife  did 
not  deserve  the  insurance  proceeds.  After  many  nights  of  soul 
searching  and  looking  at  the  facts  of  the  matter,  the  simplicity  of  a 
cornfield  made  it's  presence  known  and  so  after  a fashion  an  argument 
that  went  against  established  law  was  made  based  on  Navajo  tradition. 

The  lawyers  for  the  insurance  company  came  to  Court  and  in  their  suits 
stated  that  under  the  general  principles  of  law  that  once  a beneficiary 
is  named  it  cannot  be  undone  and  the  former  wife  was  to  receive  all  the 
proceeds . 

The  tribal  court  advocate  also  known  as  "a  man  who  speaks  for  his 
people"  came  from  Navajo  Legal  Aid  stood  up  and  related  the  story  of 
the  cornfield  and  explained  the  analogy  to  the  facts  in  this  case.  He 
related  what  happened  in  this  sad  situation.  At  the  beginning  the 
thought  was  that  nothing  could  be  done,  but  in  thinking  in  practical 
traditional  terms  that  maybe  this  was  similar  to  a cornfield  that  was 
ready  to  harvest  and  the  owner  leaves  never  to  return. 

The  lawyers  for  the  insurance  company  laughed  out  loud  when  they  heard 
the  argument,  the  tribal  judge  told  him  you  have  two  minutes  to  make  an 
oral  argument  on  your  position  and  so  it  went  to  trial.  The  tribal 
court  advocate  spoke  of  tradition,  that  state  and  federal  laws  were 
guideposts  to  help  in  the  deciding  of  things  like  this,  but  that  the 
common  law  of  the  people  should  be  followed.  In  seeking  a divorce  the 
woman  had  by  tradition  cut  herself  off  from  the  family,  it  was  as  if 
she  were  dead  to  them  and  that  the  court  consider  the  circumstances 
surrounded  this  situation,  which  was  further  evidenced  in  that  she  did 
not  claim  the  body,  or  bring  the  child  to  the  funeral.  That  an 
arrangement  had  been  made  and  she  had  agreed  to  assign  the  cost  of  the 
funeral  to  the  funeral  home  but  did  not  do  so  and  placed  an  undue 
hardship  on  the  family. 

The  lawyers  argued  that  under  existing  state  and  federal  law  once  an 
insurance  beneficiary  was  named  it  could  not  be  undone.  The  hearing 
lasted  a short  while  and  written  arguments  were  presented.  Three  years 


later  the  high  court  in  the  land  with  a panel  of  three  judges  looked  at 
the  issues  and  have  reading  about  an  abandoned  cornfield  ready  to 
harvest  decided  Navajo  Common  Law  was  the  primary  law  to  be  followed 
and  the  beneficiary  clause  was  ruled  invalid  and  without  force  or 
affect.  The  young  man  who  had  passed  away,  his  family  had  won  and  set 
up  a trust  for  the  child  to  protect  the  assets  of  the  estate,  the 
harvest,  and  so  it  was  done.  The  analogy  of  the  cornfield  based  on 
Navajo  custom,  usage's  and  tradition  won  out.  When  the  advocate  went 
into  Gallup,  to  the  law  offices  of  the  insurance  company,  to  pick  up 
the  check  for  a large  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  in  a trust,  he  thought 
the  grassroots  common  sense  won  out  and  no  one  is  laughing  at  the 
thought  of  it,  that  the  cornfield  had  found  it's  proper  owner  and 
harmony  was  restored. 

"RE : Poem:  Indian  Mama"  

From:  NDNMADN46@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:28:15  EDT 

Sub j : tradition  and  spirituality 

INDIAN  MAMA 

INDIAN  MAMA,  HER  HAIR  BLOWING  BACK, STANDS  ABOVE  THE  VALLEY  LOOKING  DOWN  ON 
HER  VILLAGE. 

SHE  SEES  THRU  TEARS,  THE  YOUTH  WHO  DO  NOT  UNDERSTAND  WHAT  ALL  THE  FUSS  IS 
ABOUT. 

WHY  ALL  THE  DANCING,  WHY  ALL  THE  CHANTING,  WHY  ALL  THE  FEATHERS  AND  PAINT? 

IT  MAKES  NO  SENSE  TO  THEM, ITS  AS  IF  THEY  HAVE  NO  PAST  TO  REMEMBER. 

WHO  AMONG  THE  ELDERS  LET  THE  TORCH  FALL?  WHO  AMONG  THEIR  FAMILIES  DIDN'T 
TELL  THE  STORIES?  WHO  AMONG  THEIR  FRIENDS  KNEW  THE  STORIES,  BUT  DIDN'T  TELL 
THEM?  AND  WHY? 

ARE  THEY  ASHAMED  OF  WHAT  IT  IS  TO  BE  OF  THE  FIRST  FAMILIES  TO  INHABIT  THE 
LAND.  TO  KNOW  THE  HARMONIES  AND  PATTERNS  THAT  MAKE  THIS  EARTH. 

WHY  IS  IT  THAT  THE  ONLY  STORIES  OUR  YOUTH  ARE  TOLD  ARE  THOSE  OF  DOWNTRODDEN, 
PUT  UPON, PUT  ASIDE  MISTREATED  AND  MISUNDERSTOOD  INDIANS. 

RARELY  ARE  THEY  TOLD  OF  THEIR  ELDERS  WHO  BORE  THE  TRADITIONS  PROUDLY.  HAVE 
WE  BECOME  COMPLACENT- -OR  ARE  WE  ASHAMED. 

I PRAY  TO  THE  ELDERS  AND  TO  THE  GREAT  SPIRIT  THAT  THIS  IS  NOT  TRUE. 

11/18/98 

PF7448 

NDNMADN46 - - P@- TI 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Oct  99  04:07:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  31-November  6 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

31 

The  moon  is  my  guardian  on  this  night  of  nights. 


NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 


November  was  the  first  month  of  the  Hoo-ilo  season,  which 
ran  from  November  through  April.  This  month  marked  the 
season  when  people,  for  sport,  darted  arrows  made  of  the 
flower  stalk  of  the  sugar-cane. 

1 

Know  your  own  heart  as  no  other  can. 

2 

The  reward  for  all  endeavors  is  self-satisfaction. 

3 

Give  others  the  praise  you  would  covet  for  yourself. 

4 

Time  is  our  enemy  only  if  we  make  it  so. 

5 

Pele's  glory  blazes  across  the  night  sky. 

6 

Our  joys  and  our  sorrows  come  from  within,  not  from  those 
around  us. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Arvol  Looking  Horse  Presentation"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Oct  1999  11:12:55  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Arvol  Looking  Horse  Presentation 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Dr  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

Native  American  Spirituality  and  Healing 
Thursday  October  28,  1999  8:30  a.m.  - 9:45  a.m. 

University  of  Minnesota,  Tate  Lab  of  Physics  - room  150 
116  Church  St.,  Mpls. 

Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse  is  the  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations.  As  the 
Keeper  of  the  Pipe,  Chief  Looking  Horse  is  responsible  for  maintaining 
and  nurturing  the  spiritual  and  cultural  survival  and  identity  of  the 
Sioux  Nation.  His  work,  however,  extends  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Sioux  Nation  and  as  a representative  to  the  United  Nations  is 
internationally  recognized  and  respected. 

You  are  invited  to  attend  a presentation  in  which  Dr.  Looking  Horse 
will  talk  about  the  prophecies  of  the  return  to  natural  medicines  and 
how  Native  practices  have  been  interwoven  with  modern  medicine.  Dr. 
Looking  Horse  was  one  of  the  first  spiritual  leaders  to  perform  healing 
ceremonies  within  hospital  facilities.  Healing  goes  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  peoples  bodies.  Healing  is  needed  globally,  internally 
and  externally. 

Chief  Looking  Horse  has  worked  for  the  repatriation  of  sacred  bundles 
and  human  remains,  and  has  worked  extensively  toward  implementing  the 
Freedom  of  Religion  Act  of  1978,  allowing  indigenous  peoples  to  practice 
their  ceremonies  openly.  Chief  Looking  Horse  is  a member  of  the  Society 
for  World  Peace,  and  founder  of  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day. 

The  birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  in  1994  signaled  the  changes  that 
are  coming  and  the  fulfilling  of  the  prophecies  of  the  seventh 
generation.  The  prophecies  directed  that  prayers  be  said  for  four  years 
at  sacred  sites  in  the  four  directions.  We  are  at  a crossroads:  either 
return  our  Earth  and  ourselves  to  balance  by  uniting  spiritually  in 
peace  and  harmony,  or  face  global  chaos  and  disaster.  It  is  our  duty  to 
return  to  the  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace:  if  we  don't  do 
this,  our  children  will  suffer.  Dune  21st  was  declared  World  Peace  and 
Prayer  Day,  Dr.  Looking  Horse  and  many  others  traveled  for  four  years 
bringing  the  message,  praying  and  performing  ceremonies  for  global 
healing. 


Mitakuye  Oyasin 


Special  Thanks  for  their  contributions  and  support  to:  Academic 

Health  Programs:  C.U.P.E.S.,  Medical  School,  Center  of  American  Indian 
and  Minority  Health,  and  Center  for  Spirituality  and  Healing;  American 
Indian  Studies;  American  Indian  Learning  Resource  Center;  American 
Indian  Student  Cultural  Center;  Visions  for  Change;  Anthropology;  and 
the  Graduate  School  Outreach  Office. 

For  further  information  please  call  Sandra  Turpin  at  the  Graduate  School 
Outreach  Office  612  625-6858  or  E-mail  turpi002@tc.umn.edu 
The  University  of  Minnesota  is  an  equal  opportunity  educator  and 
employer 

Sandra  Turpin 

UMN  Equal  Opportunity  in  Graduate  Studies 

303  Johnston  Hall  - 101  Pleasant  St  SE 

Minneapolis,  MN  55455  Email  turpi002@tc.umn.edu 

612  625-6858  Fax  612  625-6002 

http : //www . grad . umn . edu/oeo/index . html 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  18  October  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

October  30 

AICS  7th  Annual  Fall  Inter-tribal  Gourd  Dance 
Norman,  OK 
(405)  552-3803 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  Jr.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 
(701)  743-4244 

November  11  - 13 

Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century  Conference 
Holiday  Inn  City  Center  in  Tucson,  AZ 


Kristy  Schmidt  (520)  621-7189 


November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 

National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
Apache  Vets  Day  Fair  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  13  - 14 
7th  Annual  Four  Winds  Pow-wow 
Killeen  Texas 

Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts  Food  Booths  and  $1.00  Admission 
Paula  Brock  (254)  699-3167 

November  20 

Native  American  Arts  and  Crafts  Festival 
Corner  5th  and  Keeper  Streets 
Fort  Rucker,  Alabama 

(334)  347-5546  or  (334)  598-4033  or  (334)  255-1504 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 


Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9044 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine(3hotmail . com . 


Date:  Sun,  03  Oct  1999  21:38:21  -0700 
From:  BAZERKLY  <Bazerkly(3att . net> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival  (Native  American) 

Newsgroups : alt . drugs . mushrooms, alt . art . storytelling, 
alt . native, soc .culture . native 

CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  STORYTELLING 
SYMPOSIUM  & FESTIVAL 
Nov.  6-7,  1999 
Ohlone  Community  College 
43600  Mission  Blvd. 

Fremont,  CA  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

Event  Information  and  Registration  form  (below) 

At  Ohlone  College  this  November  6-7th  experience  the  magic  of  Native 
California  Indian  storytelling,  find  timeless  creation,  laughter,  and  love, 
at  the  5th  annual  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival. 

Returning  to  Ohlone  College  for  a second  year,  the  California  Indian 
Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  will  welcome  Native  California  Indian 
storytellers  from  tribes  throughout  the  state.  Elders  and  other  cultural 
tradition  bearers,  representatives  from  the  rich  diversity  of  California 
tribal  traditions,  will  share  their  stories  and  songs  in  a celebration  of 
Native  life,  history  and  contemporary  experience  at  this  event  for  all 
people  --  Indian  and  non  Indian.  The  Master  of  Ceremonies  is  Lanny  Pinola 
(Pomo/Coast  Miwok) . The  featured  storytellers,  singers,  and  workshop 
presenters  from  San  Diego  to  Palm  Springs,  Santa  Barbara  to  Big  Sur,  Sonoma 
to  Eureka,  include:  L.  Frank  Manriquez  (Tongva),  Alvino  Siva  (Cahuilla)  and 
Georgiana  Sanchez  (Chumash),  Sue  Diaz  (Chumash)  and  Joseph  John  Moreno 
(Chumash),  Debra  Krol  (Salinan)  and  Mary  Bishop  (Salinan),  Alex  Ramirez 
(Rumsien/Ohlone) , Julia  Parker  (Porno),  Darryl  Babe  Wilson  (Iss/At'we)  Genny 
Seely  (Wiyot)  and  Vivien  Flailstone  (Yurok/Karok/Hupa),  George  Blake 
(Hupa/Yurok) , and  Tony  Sylvia  (Flupa). 

The  weekend  has  a full  offering  of  events,  all  open  to  the  public.  On 
Saturday,  November  6th  is  a Symposium,  with  workshops,  panel  discussions 
and  scholars  presentations.  Workshops  include  "Family  Stories  and 
Storytelling,"  "Working  with  Elders  and  Oral  Flistory,"  "Researching  and 
Telling  Traditional  Stories,"  "Awali  Sitwala:  Preserving  and  Writing  CA 
Indian  Stories,"  and  "Children  and  CA  Indian  Stories  in  the  Curriculum." 

New  for  1999:  a Banquet  and  Saturday  Evening  Performance  and  celebration 
of  Native  music,  "California  Indian  Story  as  Song."  Native  songs  will  be 
shared  from  Bird  Singers  of  the  southern  California  desert,  Chumash  songs 
of  the  ocean,  Pomo/Coast  Miwok  of  northern  California  foothills  and  rugged 
coastline,  and  music  from  the  far  northern  Redwood  forests  of  Flumboldt 
County.  Sunday,  November  7 is  an  entire  day  of  storytelling  performances 
by  our  featured  storytellers  with  two  new  programs  "Flonored  Elders," 
storytellers  with  life  long  experience,  and  "Emerging  Voices,"  those  new  to 
the  public  arena.  Vendors  of  California  Indian  artists,  cultural 


organizations,  and  publishers  of  California  Indian  books  and  Native  food 
booths  will  be  present  both  days. 

The  symposium  and  festival  will  be  held  in  the  state-of-the-art  Smith 
Community  Theater  Center  (home  of  the  Fremont  Philharmonic  Orchestra).  The 
Saturday  symposium  and  workshops  are  recommended  for  adults  and  teens,  ages 
15  and  up.  The  Sunday  storytelling  concerts  are  recommended  for  adults  and 
children  ages  8 and  up.  The  suggested  donation  for  day  programs  is  $10  per 
day  for  adults  or  $20.00  for  both  days,  $5.00  per  day  for  elders  and 
children  ages  8-15  years.  The  Special  Event  fees  for  the  Banquet  and 
Performance  are  $20  for  adults,  $8  for  Elders/Students/Children.  Tickets 
for  just  the  Performance  (without  dinner)  are  $5.00. 

loin  us  for  an  incredible  weekend  of  events,  a time  for  joy  and  hope.  As 
one  1998  Festival  audience  member  commented,  "I  loved  feeling  hope  again 
for  our  planet  through  feeling  our  native  people  are  alive  and  well." 

The  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  is  made  possible 
thanks  to  a grant  from  the  California  Council  for  the  Humanities,  the 
sponsorship  of  Ohlone  Community  College,  the  Storytelling  Association  of 
Alta  California  (SAAC)  and  the  California  Indian  Storytelling  Association 
(CISA). 

For  information  call:  510-651-6414  or  510-794-7253, 

email:  cistory@cistory.org 

View  our  web  page  at:  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

To  REGISTER:  see  below 

To  present  a paper  at  the  symposium  on  Saturday,  Nov.  6th,  contact: 

Professor  George  Rodgers 

Ohlone  College 

Department  of  Anthropology 

43600  Mission  Blvd,  Fremont,  CA  94536 

phone:  510-659-6257,  email:  grodgers@ohlone . cc . ca . us 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  & Festival, 
November  6-7,  1999 

SUGGESTED  DONATION  FOR  PROGRAMS 

# tickets  $amount 

General x $10  = Symposium,  Sat.  Nov.  6 

General x $10  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Elder/Student x $5  = Symposium  Sat.  Nov.  6 

Elder/Student x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

Child  (8-14yrs) x $5  = Festival,  Sun.  Nov.  7 

SPECIAL  EVENT  FEE:  SAT.  NOV  6 BANQUET/PERFORMANCE 
Banquet/Performance  (pre-registration  only) 

General x $20  = 

Elder/Student/Child  x = 


Performance  ONLY x $5  = 


FESTIVAL  SPONSOR* x $65  = 

*Festival  sponsor  donation  includes:  1 general  ticket  for  Sat/Sun 
Programs 

and  Special  Event,  one  t-shirt  and  one  year  CISA  membership  per 

sponsorship 

purchased . 

Total  amount  enclosed  $ 

Yes!  I can  volunteer,  please  call/email  me 

at : 

Note:  If  you  need  an  accomodation  or  ASL  interpreter,  please  contact  us 
by  Oct  18,  1999. 

Name 

Address 


City/State/Zip 

Phone  

Email 

Send  and  make  check  on  money  order  payable  to 

California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival 

P.0.  Box  267,  Fremont,  CA  94537-0267 

Your  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  is  appreciated! 

Ticket  orders  received  after  Oct.  30  will  be  held  at  the  Registration  Table. 
No  refunds  after  Oct.  30,  1999. 

QUESTIONS?  call  510-794-7253  or  email:  cistory@cistory.org 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

~ /v  y ~ y 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  5-6:  Alabama  Indian  Statewide  Pow  Wow,  inside  Garrett  Coliseum, 
Montgomery.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Info:  Eloise  Dosey  at  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision  (334)  242-2831. 

Nov.  12-13:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Muscogee  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  American 
Legion  Building,  Elba.  HM:  Ronald  Newell  Messer;  HL:  Frances  Culp;  AD/MC: 
Roger  Dohnson;  HD:  TBA.  Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Kids.  Booth  Space: 
$10.00  for  one  day;  $15.00  for  two  days.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Nov.  13-14:  Oneonta  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  Agri-Business  Center,  Oneonta. 
HM:  3eff  Happy  Bear  Whatley;  HL:  Cindy  Pretty  Moon  Samples;  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  MC/FP:  Larry  Campbell.  Info:  ravenheartl@aol.com  or 
prttymoon@aol . com . 


Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  5-7:  AIA  Pow  Wow,  Orlando.  Info:  (407)  862-9676  or  952-1541.  Vendors 
call:  (407)  331-8399. 

Nov  5-7:  Southern  National  Harvest  Festival,  at  Ocala  Marion  County  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Fort  King  St.  & Northeast  25th  Ave.,  Ocala.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit;  MC:  Two  Ponies  (Cherokee);  HM:  Red  Horse  (Lakota);  HL:  White  Fawn 
(Shoshone);  National  WBS/Veterans  Park  Princess:  Angel  Parisoe.  A fellowship 
& family  festival  sponsored  by  the  White  Buffalo  Society,  Inc.,  & Ocala 
Marion  Co.  Veterans  Park  Committee.  Free  admission.  Free  parking.  Arts, 
crafts,  educational  exhibits,  youth  games,  tipi  open  house;  Princess  Contest, 
Aztec  Dancers,  intertribal  dancing,  flute  music,  storytellers.  Bricks  for  the 
park  for  sale.  Donations  to  the  park  welcomed.  Info  or  booth  space:  White 
Buffalo  Society,  176  NE  168  Court,  Silver  Springs,  FL  34488  (352)  625-2279  or 
thewbsinc@aol . com . 

Nov.  11-14:  Indian  Day  Fall  Pow  Wow  of  the  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  Info:  (813)  620-3077. 


KENTUCKY 

Nov.  5-7:  Honor  the  Veterans  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Dryer  Fieldhouse,  Fort 
Campbell.  Note:  this  event  was  previously  scheduled  for  October  at  Austin 
Peay  State  University  in  Clarksville,  TN,  but  was  moved  to  Ft.  Campbell  due 
to  last  Spring's  tornado  damage.  HM:  Grady  lones;  HL:  Sheila  Hones;  HV: 
Clayton  Priest;  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  ST:  Dorothy  Duckapoo  Goode;  Princess: 
Mary  Foche;  Hunior  Princess:  Rene  Tapp.  Schedule:  Friday,  6:30pm  - 9:00pm; 
Saturday,  9am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 6pm.  GE:  1:00pm  & 6:30pm,  Saturday;  1:00pm, 
Sunday.  Craft  demos  from  9am-llam  on  Saturday.  Also,  blowgun  demos.  Native 
American  foods,  flute  playing,  arts  & crafts.  A Drum-off  with  a $500  prize. 
All  dancers  welcome.  Admission:  Free  to  all  on  Friday;  otherwise:  $4.00 
Adults,  $2.00  Military  with  ID,  $2.00  Children  6-12,  $1.00  Seniors  (over  60); 
uniformed  Scouts  admitted  free  on  Sunday  afternoon  with  paying  adult.  Vendors 
by  invitation  only.  Sponsored  by  the  Native  Cultural  Circle,  co-sponsored  by 
Ft.  Campbell  Division  EO.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Clarksville-Montgomery  County 
Public  Library  Native  American  Studies  Area.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker 
(931)  326-5837  or  Dgbakel@ibm.net.  On-post  contact:  SFC  Washington  (502) 
798-3946. 


MISSOURI 

Nov.  13-14:  Columbia  Pow  Wow,  at  Trowbridge  Livestock  Center,  Columbia.  Info: 
(816)  470-2067. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  20:05:01  EDT 

Sub j : South  Fall  Update,  Pt.  2 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Oct.  29-30:  Lumbee  Fall  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural 
Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2462. 

Nov.  4-6:  Guilford  County  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival, 
Greensboro  Cultural  Center,  Greensboro.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 


Nov.  13:  Occaneechi  Saponi  Homecoming,  Pleasant  Grove.  Dancers  & traders  by 


invitation  only.  Info:  (919)  732-8512. 


Nov.  19-20  (tenative  date):  Wild  Game  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2433. 


OKLAHOMA 

Oct.  10-Nov.  7:  Masters  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee. 
Info:  (918)  683-1701. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  12-14:  NOAME  Pow  Wow,  at  the  National  Guard  Armory,  Greenville.  Info: 
(803)  256-8700. 


TENNESSEE 

Nov.  6:  Native  American  Day  Celebration  Dinner,  6:00pm,  at  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church,  Navajo  Drive,  Chattanooga.  Speaker  is  Albert  Bell,  Dr., 
(Choctaw)  of  the  Tennessee  Commision  on  Indian  Affairs.  Tickets  are  $20.00; 
advance  reservations  required.  Sponsored  by  CIRCL.  Info:  iktomi@hypertext.com. 


TEXAS 

Nov.  7:  Austin  Independent  School  District  Pow  Wow  & American  Indian  Heritage 
Festival,  at  the  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin.  Info:  (512)  456-7244. 

Nov.  13-14:  Four  Winds  Pow  Wow,  Killeen  Special  Events  Center,  Killeen.  Info: 
Pamela  Brock  (254)  699-5354  or  fourwindsl@hotmail.com. 


VIRGINIA 

Nov.  12-14:  Great  American  Indian  Expo,  Richmond  State  Fairgrounds,  Richmond. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 

"RE : First  Nations  on  Newsworld"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Oct  1999  16:21:22  -0700 
From:  Pam  Creasy  <pcreasy@u .Washington .edu> 

Sub j : Canadian  TV  devoting  entire  day  to  FN 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

For  your  information. 

Sub j : First  Nations  on  Newsworld  - Thursday 
Importance:  High 

On  Thursday,  October  28,  CBC  Newsworld  is  devoting  the  entire  day's 
programming  to  First  Nations  issues.  All  the  shows  that  day  will  discuss 
our  issues  and  our  perspective. 

I ask  for  your  assistance  in  getting  the  word  out  to  all  our  citizens. 

There  will  be  many  opportunities  for  us  to  call  in  (Daybreak,  Talk-back, 
etc.)  and  state  our  views.  Let's  use  that  opportunity  and  state  our 
case. 

The  National  Chief  will  be  on  two  shows  (confirmed)  that  day:  CBC  Morning 
at  7:10  Halifax  time  (6:10  Ottawa  time)  and  on  Counterspin  with  Avi  Lewis 
at  8:30  PM  (Ottawa  time). 

Let's  make  our  voices  heard! 

Thanks 
Dean  LaRose 

Media  Relations\Relations  avec  les  medias 

Assembly  of  First  Nations\Assemblie  des  Premi'res  Nations 

(613)  241-6789,  ext.\poste  251  (off ice\bureau)  (613)  795-9664  cell. 

(613)  834-1481  residence 
jlarose@afn . ca  (email\courriel) 


Forwarded  from: 

Dave  Bodaly,  Photographer 

dlaxiye@coastnet . com 

Box  232  110  - 174  Wilson  Street 

Victoria,  B.C.  Canada  V9A  7N7 

(250)  380-3703 

or 

Te'mexw  Treaty  Association  and 
Vanden  Berg  & Associates 
202  45-Bastion  Square 
Victoria  B.C.  V8W  131 
(250)  383-8688  or  (250)  360-2202 

superdave6693@yahoo . com 

I also  have  a new  Fax  number  which  is 

1-530-678-6088,  if  you  should  need  to  fax  me  something. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Oct  1999  09:42:46  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo . uni . edu>  10/25/99  09:16AM  >>> 

Re:  NAC  program  schedule  for  October  25-28 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  October  25-28,  1999 

MON  - 10/25:  What's  in  Store  for  Indian  Arts: 

So  much  is  happening  with  Indian  Arts  today.  The  Institute  of  American 
Indian  Arts  broke  ground  on  a new  campus  in  Santa  Fe.  New  international 
markets  are  opening  up  and  Native  arts  organizations  are  also  forming 
alliances  to  strengthen  the  Native  presence  in  the  worldwide  art  industry. 
What  does  the  future  hold  for  Indian  Arts?  Guests  include  Della  Warrior, 
President  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts. 

TUE  - 10/26:  Book-of -the-Month : From  the  Belly  of  My  Beauty: 

Esther  Belin  is  a member  of  the  Navajo  Nation  who  was  raised  in  Los  Angeles 
and  educated  at  Berkeley.  Her  new  book  of  poems  brings  an  authentic  view  of 
Native  life  growing  up  off-Rez.  Her  poetry  captures  displacement, 
disillusionment  and  the  ways  that  Native  Americans  reconcile  a modern  world 
with  traditional  beliefs. 

WED  - 10/27:  Stop  the  Domestic  Violence: 

We  march  and  protest  the  murders  of  Indian  men  in  border  towns,  but  yet  we 
ignore  the  violence  that  is  taking  place  in  our  own  homes  and  backyards. 
Domestic  violence  is  still  plaguing  Native  American  families.  What  toll  is 
this  abuse  taking  on  the  future  of  Native  America?  What  approaches  are 
working  on  the  community,  state  and  nationwide  levels?  Guests  include 
Patricia  Madrid,  Attorney  General  for  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

THU  - 10/28:  Dumping  on  Yucca  Mountain: 

The  nation's  entire  nuclear  waste  policy  depends  on  the  opening  of  Yucca 
Mountain,  Nevada  in  the  heart  of  Western  Shoshone  country.  It  is  the 
proposed  site  to  store  all  of  the  nation's  high-level  nuclear  waste.  But 
questions  about  the  geologic  stability  as  well  as  the  cultural  impacts  of 
the  Shoshone  people  have  yet  to  be  resolved.  Will  Yucca  Mountain  become  the 
nation's  waste  repository?  Or  will  the  Shoshone  people  prevail  and  protect 
their  sacred  mountain?  Guests  include  Mary  Olsen,  Southeast  Regional 
Director  of  the  Nuclear  Information  Resource  Service. 

FRI  - 10/29:  Dial-a-Doc 

Our  two  doctors  in  radio-residency  return  to  answer  your  questions  about 
health  and  prescriptions.  Doctors  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander  will 


also  discuss  with  host  Sharon  McConnell  about  the  latest  medical 
developments  featured  in  the  national  media.  So  prepare  your  health 
questions  for  another  "radio  house  call"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of 
Native  America  Calling. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

emartin2@unl.edu 

402.472.3287 

Comming  this  fall 

from  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian: 

Coyote  Bites  Back:  Indian  Humor 

Memory  and  Imagination:  The  Legacy  of  Maidu  Indian  Artist  Frank  Day 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
with  the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail 
airos@unlinfo.unl.edu  with  the  subject  heading  unsubscribe 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Somena  Governance  Society  Information,  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support, 

Lynne  Moss-Sharman  via  Ishgooda,  Janet  Smith,  Leslie,  A.N.N.A.  Foundation, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  The  American  War  Library, 
Larry  Innes,  Vickie  M Howard,  Bernie  Harder,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Ojibwawife,  Harvey  Arden,  Dale  Mitchell, 
Christine  A.  Penney,  Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  AliceH 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:14:42  2000 
Date:  Tue,  2 Nov  1999  18:25:35  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.045 

0 

')//')/  /)'))/)  /'))/)  0 o 0 

/ / / / / / /--/  III / III 0 o 0 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 o o o o 0 

, _ , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  045  0 o 0 

/ ')//  )')//  ' November  6,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Blackfoot  elder  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Kiowa  geese  going  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Nat-Film,  Indianz  & LPDC 
Mail  Lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup : alt . native, soc. culture. native 
http : //www. cap journal . com / 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news /1027water. shtml 

http : //www. azcentral . com/ news /1025 speed . shtml 

http : // c jonline . com / stories/102999/kan_potawatomis . shtml 

http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Everyone  got  to  find  the  right  path.  You  can't  see  it  so  it's 
hard  to  find.  No  one  can  show  you.  Each  person's  got  to  find 
the  path  by  himself" 

Charlie  Knight,  Ute 

from  "Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe"  by  Harvey  Arden  and  Steve  Wall 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i j 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  j 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  ..  __  _+ 

j Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  ! 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

! i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Subj : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130's  and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 


flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@wolfstar.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Thanksgiving  Flistory 

- Flaves  and  Flave  Nots 

- NCAI  Elects  Yurok 

Tribal  Leader  as  President 

- They  Field  The  Rock 

- International  Day  of 
Education  and  Action 

- Byrd  Not  Aware  of 
Wiretapping  Criminality 

- Feds  Freeze  Santee 
Sioux  Tribe's  Accounts 

- Three  Oklahoma  Tribes 
Defend  Land 

- Tribe  Flopes  to  Slow  Speeders 

- Potawatomie  Can't  Issue 
Tickets  on  US  Fliway 

- Urgent  Ward  Valley  Alert 

- Globe  & Apaches  Strike 
Water-Rights  Deal 

- OAS  Meeting  of 
Indigenous  Rights 

- Indian  Mascots:  Do  They  Flonor  or 


- Census  Bureau  Launching 
Fluge  Ad  Campaign 

- Original  Native  American 
Documents  To  Go  Online 

- New  York  Land  Disputes 
Divide  Residents/Tribes 

- La  Framboise  Island 
Protestors  Staying 

- Message  from  Eddie  Flatcher 

- Gustafsen  Lake  Continues 
to  Flaunt  Dosanjh  and  NDP 

- Russell  Means  and 
Pictou-Branscombe/Anna  Mae 

- Second  Week/ 

Peltier  Freedom  Month 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Flundred  Years  Ago 

- The  Laughing  Road 

- Poem:  To  be  Indian 

- Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 
Demean 


RE:  Thanksgiving  Flistory" 


Date:  6 Nov  1996  19:16:16  GMT 

From:  dmcclain@runet.edu  (Dennis  McClain-Furmanski) 
Subj : Thanksgiving  Flistory 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Flere's  my  annual  repost  of  this  piece. 


TEACHING  ABOUT  THANKSGIVING 
Dr.  Frank  B.  Brouillet 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
State  of  Washington 
Cheryl  Chow 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Division  of  Instructional  Programs  and  Services 
Warren  H.  Burton 
Director 

Office  for  Multicultural  and  Equity  Education 
Dr.  Willard  E.  Bill 
Supervisor  of  Indian  Education 
Originally  written  and  developed  by 
Cathy  Ross,  Mary  Robertson,  Chuck  Larsen,  and  Roger  Fernandes 
Indian  Education,  Highline  School  District 
With  an  introduction  by: 

Chuck  Larsen 
Tacoma  School  District 


Printed:  September , 1986 
Reprinted:  May,  1987 
AN  INTRODUCTION  FOR  TEACHERS 

This  is  a particularly  difficult  introduction  to  write.  I have  been  a 
public  schools  teacher  for  twelve  years,  and  I am  also  a historian  and 
have  written  several  books  on  American  and  Native  American  history.  I also 
just  happen  to  be  Quebeque  French,  Metis,  Ojibwa,  and  Iroquois.  Because  my 
Indian  ancestors  were  on  both  sides  of  the  struggle  between  the  Puritans 
and  the  New  England  Indians  and  I am  well  versed  in  my  cultural  heritage 
and  history  both  as  an  Anishnabeg  (Algonkin)  and  Hodenasaunee  (Iroquois), 
it  was  felt  that  I could  bring  a unique  insight  to  the  project. 

For  an  Indian,  who  is  also  a school  teacher.  Thanksgiving  was  never  an 
easy  holiday  for  me  to  deal  with  in  class.  I sometimes  have  felt  like  I 
learned  too  much  about  "the  Pilgrims  and  the  Indians."  Every  year  I have 
been  faced  with  the  professional  and  moral  dilemma  of  just  how  to  be 
honest  and  informative  with  my  children  at  Thanksgiving  without  passing  on 
historical  distortions,  and  racial  and  cultural  stereotypes. 

The  problem  is  that  part  of  what  you  and  I learned  in  our  own  childhood 
about  the  "Pilgrims"  and  "Squanto"  and  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  is  a 
mixture  of  both  history  and  myth.  But  the  THEME  of  Thanksgiving  has  truth 
and  integrity  far  above  and  beyond  what  we  and  our  forbearers  have  made 
of  it.  Thanksgiving  is  a bigger  concept  than  just  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation. 

So  what  do  we  teach  to  our  children?  We  usually  pass  on  unquestioned 
what  we  all  received  in  our  own  childhood  classrooms.  I have  come  to  know 
both  the  truths  and  the  myths  about  our  "First  Thanksgiving,"  and  I feel 
we  need  to  try  to  reach  beyond  the  myths  to  some  degree  of  historic  truth. 
This  text  is  an  attempt  to  do  this. 

At  this  point  you  are  probably  asking,  "What  is  the  big  deal  about 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Pilgrims?"  "What  does  this  guy  mean  by  a mixture  of 
truths  and  myth?"  That  is  just  what  this  introduction  is  all  about.  I 
propose  that  there  may  be  a good  deal  that  many  of  us  do  not  know  about 
our  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  also  about  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  story.  I 
also  propose  that  what  most  of  us  have  learned  about  the  Pilgrims  and  the 
Indians  who  were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving  at  Plymouth  Plantation  is  only 
part  of  the  truth.  When  you  build  a lesson  on  only  half  of  the  information, 
then  you  are  not  teaching  the  whole  truth.  That  is  why  I used  the  word 
myth.  So  where  do  you  start  to  find  out  more  about  the  holiday  and  our 
modern  stories  about  how  it  began? 

A good  place  to  start  is  with  a very  important  book,  "The  Invasion  of 
America,"  by  Francis  Dennings.  It  is  a very  authoritative  text  on  the 
settlement  of  New  England  and  the  evolution  of  Indian/White  relations  in 
the  New  England  colonies.  I also  recommend  looking  up  any  good  text  on 
British  history.  Check  out  the  British  Civil  War  of  1621-1642,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  the  Puritan  uprising  of  1653  which  ended  parliamentary 
government  in  England  until  1660.  The  history  of  the  Puritan  experience  in 
New  England  really  should  not  be  separated  from  the  history  of  the  Puritan 
experience  in  England.  You  should  also  realize  that  the  "Pilgrims"  were  a 
sub  sect,  or  splinter  group,  of  the  Puritan  movement.  They  came  to  America 
to  achieve  on  this  continent  what  their  Puritan  brethren  continued  to 
strive  for  in  England;  and  when  the  Puritans  were  forced  from  England, 
they  came  to  New  England  and  soon  absorbed  the  original  "Pilgrims." 

As  the  editor,  I have  read  all  the  texts  listed  in  our  bibliography,  and 
many  more,  in  preparing  this  material  for  you.  I want  you  to  read  some  of 
these  books.  So  let  me  use  my  editorial  license  to  deliberately  provoke 
you  a little.  When  comparing  the  events  stirred  on  by  the  Puritans  in 
England  with  accounts  of  Puritan/Pilgrim  activities  in  New  England  in  the 
same  era,  several  provocative  things  suggest  themselves: 

1.  The  Puritans  were  not  just  simple  religious  conservatives  persecuted 
by  the  King  and  the  Church  of  England  for  their  unorthodox  beliefs.  They 
were  political  revolutionaries  who  not  only  intended  to  overthrow  the 
government  of  England,  but  who  actually  did  so  in  1649. 

2.  The  Puritan  "Pilgrims"  who  came  to  New  England  were  not  simply 
refugees  who  decided  to  "put  their  fate  in  God's  hands"  in  the  "empty 
wilderness"  of  North  America,  as  a generation  of  Hollywood  movies  taught 


us.  In  any  culture  at  any  time,  settlers  on  a frontier  are  most  often 
outcasts  and  fugitives  who,  in  some  way  or  other,  do  not  fit  into  the 
mainstream  of  their  society.  This  is  not  to  imply  that  people  who  settle 
on  frontiers  have  no  redeeming  qualities  such  as  bravery,  etc.,  but  that 
the  images  of  nobility  that  we  associate  with  the  Puritans  are  at  least  in 
part  the  good  "P.R."  efforts  of  later  writers  who  have  romanticized  them. 
(1)  It  is  also  very  plausible  that  this  unnaturally  noble  image  of  the 
Puritans  is  all  wrapped  up  with  the  mythology  of  "Noble  Civilization"  vs. 
"Savagery. "(2)  At  any  rate,  mainstream  Englishmen  considered  the  Pilgrims 
to  be  deliberate  religious  dropouts  who  intended  to  found  a new  nation 
completely  independent  from  non-Puritan  England.  In  1643  the 
Puritan/Pilgrims  declared  themselves  an  independent  confederacy,  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  before  the  American  Revolution.  They 
believed  in  the  imminent  occurrence  of  Armageddon  in  Europe  and  hoped  to 
establish  here  in  the  new  world  the  "Kingdom  of  God"  foretold  in  the  book 
of  Revelation.  They  diverged  from  their  Puritan  brethren  who  remained  in 
England  only  in  that  they  held  little  real  hope  of  ever  being  able  to 
successfully  overthrow  the  King  and  Parliament  and,  thereby,  impose  their 
"Rule  of  Saints"  (strict  Puritan  orthodoxy)  on  the  rest  of  the  British 
people.  So  they  came  to  America  not  just  in  one  ship  (the  Mayflower)  but 
in  a hundred  others  as  well,  with  every  intention  of  taking  the  land  away 
from  its  native  people  to  build  their  prophesied  "Holy  Kingdom. "(3) 

3.  The  Pilgrims  were  not  just  innocent  refugees  from  religious 
persecution.  They  were  victims  of  bigotry  in  England,  but  some  of  them 
were  themselves  religious  bigots  by  our  modern  standards.  The  Puritans  and 
the  Pilgrims  saw  themselves  as  the  "Chosen  Elect"  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Revelation.  They  strove  to  "purify"  first  themselves  and  then  everyone 
else  of  everything  they  did  not  accept  in  their  own  interpretation  of 
scripture.  Later  New  England  Puritans  used  any  means,  including  deceptions 
treachery,  torture,  war,  and  genocide  to  achieve  that  end. (4)  They  saw 
themselves  as  fighting  a holy  war  against  Satan,  and  everyone  who 
disagreed  with  them  was  the  enemy.  This  rigid  fundamentalism  was 
transmitted  to  America  by  the  Plymouth  colonists,  and  it  sheds  a very 
different  light  on  the  "Pilgrim"  image  we  have  of  them.  This  is  best 
illustrated  in  the  written  text  of  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  delivered  at 
Plymouth  in  1623  by  "Mather  the  Elder."  In  it,  Mather  the  Elder  gave 
special  thanks  to  God  for  the  devastating  plague  of  smallpox  which  wiped 
out  the  majority  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians  who  had  been  their  benefactors. 
He  praised  God  for  destroying  "chiefly  young  men  and  children,  the  very 
seeds  of  increase,  thus  clearing  the  forests  to  make  way  for  a better 
growth",  i.e.,  the  Pilgrims. (5)  In  as  much  as  these  Indians  were  the 
Pilgrim's  benefactors,  and  Squanto,  in  particular,  was  the  instrument  of 
their  salvation  that  first  year,  how  are  we  to  interpret  this  apparent 
callousness  towards  their  misfortune? 

4.  The  Wampanoag  Indians  were  not  the  "friendly  savages"  some  of  us  were 
told  about  when  we  were  in  the  primary  grades.  Nor  were  they  invited  out 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Pilgrims'  hearts  to  share  the  fruits  of  the 
Pilgrims'  harvest  in  a demonstration  of  Christian  charity  and  interracial 
brotherhood.  The  Wampanoag  were  members  of  a widespread  confederacy  of 
Algonkian-speaking  peoples  known  as  the  League  of  the  Delaware.  For  six 
hundred  years  they  had  been  defending  themselves  from  my  other  ancestors, 
the  Iroquois,  and  for  the  last  hundred  years  they  had  also  had  encounters 
with  European  fishermen  and  explorers  but  especially  with  European  slavers 
who  had  been  raiding  their  coastal  villages. (6)  They  knew  something  of  the 
power  of  the  white  people,  and  they  did  not  fully  trust  them.  But  their 
religion  taught  that  they  were  to  give  charity  to  the  helpless  and 
hospitality  to  anyone  who  came  to  them  with  empty  hands. (7)  Also,  Squanto, 
the  Indian  hero  of  the  Thanksgiving  story,  had  a very  real  love  for  a 
British  explorer  named  Dohn  Weymouth,  who  had  become  a second  father  to 
him  several  years  before  the  Pilgrims  arrived  at  Plymouth.  Clearly, 

Squanto  saw  these  Pilgrims  as  Weymouth's  people. (8)  To  the  Pilgrims  the 
Indians  were  heathens  and,  therefore,  the  natural  instruments  of  the  Devil 
Squanto,  as  the  only  educated  and  baptized  Christian  among  the  Wampanoag, 
was  seen  as  merely  an  instrument  of  God,  set  in  the  wilderness  to  provide 
for  the  survival  of  His  chosen  people,  the  Pilgrims.  The  Indians  were 


comparatively  powerful  and,  therefore,  dangerous;  and  they  were  to  be 
courted  until  the  next  ships  arrived  with  more  Pilgrim  colonists  and  the 
balance  of  power  shifted.  The  Wampanoag  were  actually  invited  to  that 
Thanksgiving  feast  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a treaty  that  would 
secure  the  lands  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation  for  the  Pilgrims.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  the  INDIANS,  possibly  out  of  a sense  of  charity  toward 
their  hosts,  ended  up  bringing  the  majority  of  the  food  for  the  feast. (9) 

5.  A generation  later,  after  the  balance  of  power  had  indeed  shifted, 
the  Indian  and  White  children  of  that  Thanksgiving  were  striving  to  kill 
each  other  in  the  genocidal  conflict  known  as  King  Philip's  War.  At  the 
end  of  that  conflict  most  of  the  New  England  Indians  were  either 
exterminated  or  refugees  among  the  French  in  Canada,  or  they  were  sold 
into  slavery  in  the  Carolinas  by  the  Puritans.  So  successful  was  this 
early  trade  in  Indian  slaves  that  several  Puritan  ship  owners  in  Boston 
began  the  practice  of  raiding  the  Ivory  Coast  of  Africa  for  black  slaves 
to  sell  to  the  proprietary  colonies  of  the  South,  thus  founding  the 
American-based  slave  trade. (10) 

Obviously  there  is  a lot  more  to  the  story  of  Indian/Puritan  relations 
in  New  England  than  in  the  thanksgiving  stories  we  heard  as  children.  Our 
contemporary  mix  of  myth  and  history  about  the  "First"  Thanksgiving  at 
Plymouth  developed  in  the  1890s  and  early  1900s.  Our  country  was 
desperately  trying  to  pull  together  its  many  diverse  peoples  into  a common 
national  identity.  To  many  writers  and  educators  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of  this  one,  this  also  meant  having  a common 
national  history.  This  was  the  era  of  the  "melting  pot"  theory  of  social 
progress,  and  public  education  was  a major  tool  for  social  unity.  It  was 
with  this  in  mind  that  the  federal  government  declared  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  as  the  legal  holiday  of  Thanksgiving  in  1898. 

In  consequence,  what  started  as  an  inspirational  bit  of  New  England 
folklore,  soon  grew  into  the  full-fledged  American  Thanksgiving  we  now 
know.  It  emerged  complete  with  stereotyped  Indians  and  stereotyped  Whites, 
incomplete  history,  and  a mythical  significance  as  our  "First  Thanksgiving 
" But  was  it  really  our  FIRST  American  Thanksgiving? 

Now  that  I have  deliberately  provoked  you  with  some  new  information  and 
different  opinions,  please  take  the  time  to  read  some  of  the  texts  in  our 
bibliography.  I want  to  encourage  you  to  read  further  and  form  your  own 
opinions.  There  really  is  a TRUE  Thanksgiving  story  of  Plymouth  Plantation 
But  I strongly  suggest  that  there  always  has  been  a Thanksgiving  story  of 
some  kind  or  other  for  as  long  as  there  have  been  human  beings.  There  was 
also  a "First"  Thanksgiving  in  America,  but  it  was  celebrated  thirty 
thousand  years  ago. (11)  At  some  time  during  the  New  Stone  Age  (beginning 
about  ten  thousand  years  ago)  Thanksgiving  became  associated  with  giving 
thanks  to  God  for  the  harvests  of  the  land.  Thanksgiving  has  always  been  a 
time  of  people  coming  together,  so  thanks  has  also  been  offered  for  that 
gift  of  fellowship  between  us  all.  Every  last  Thursday  in  November  we  now 
partake  in  one  of  the  OLDEST  and  most  UNIVERSAL  of  human  celebrations,  and 
THERE  ARE  MANY  THANKSGIVING  STORIES  TO  TELL. 

As  for  Thanksgiving  week  at  Plymouth  Plantation  in  1621,  the  friendship 
was  guarded  and  not  always  sincere,  and  the  peace  was  very  soon  abused. 

But  for  three  days  in  New  England's  history,  peace  and  friendship  were 
there. 

So  here  is  a story  for  your  children.  It  is  as  kind  and  gentle  a 
balance  of  historic  truth  and  positive  inspiration  as  its  writers  and  this 
editor  can  make  it  out  to  be.  I hope  it  will  adequately  serve  its  purpose 
both  for  you  and  your  students,  and  I also  hope  this  work  will  encourage 
you  to  look  both  deeper  and  farther,  for  Thanksgiving  is  Thanksgiving  all 
around  the  world. 

Chuck  Larsen  Tacoma  Public  Schools  September,  1986 

FOOTNOTES  FOR  TEACHER  INTRODUCTION 

(1)  See  Berkhofer,  Hr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  Puritans,  pp.  27,  80-85,  90,  104,  & 130. 

(2)  See  Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  frontier  concepts  of  savagery  in  index.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis, 

"The  Invasion  of  America,"  the  myth  of  savagery,  pp.  6-12,  15-16,  & 109- 


110. 


(3)  See  Blitzer,  Charles,  "Age  of  Kings,"  Great  Ages  of  Man  series, 
references  to  Puritanism,  pp.  141,  144  & 145-46.  Also  see  Dennings, 

Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America,"  references  to  Puritan  human  motives, 
pp.  4-6,  43-44  and  53. 

(4)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-10.  Also  see 
Armstrong,  Virginia  I.,  "I  Have  Spoken,"  reference  to  Cannonchet  and  his 
village,  p.  6.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America," 
Chapter  9 "Savage  War,"  Chapter  13  "We  must  Burn  Them,"  and  Chapter  17 
"Outrage  Bloody  and  Barbarous." 

(5)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-9.  Also  see 
Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  the  comments  of  Cotton 
Mather,  pp.  37  & 82-83. 

(6)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  3-4.  Also  see 
Graff,  Steward  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer."  Also  see 
"Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  the  reference  to  Squanto  on 

p.  82. 

(7)  See  Benton-Banai,  Edward,  "The  Mishomis  Book,"  as  a reference  on 
general  "Anishinabe"  (the  Algonkin  speaking  peoples)  religious  beliefs  and 
practices.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  reference 
to  religious  life  on  p.  1. 

(8)  See  Graff,  Stewart  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer." 
Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving."  Also  see  Bradford, 

Sir  William,  "Of  Plymouth  Plantation,"  and  "Mourt's  Relation." 

(9)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  the  letter  of 
Edward  Winslow  dated  1622,  pp.  5-6. 

(10)  See  "Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  pp.  177-78. 
Also  see  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  p.  9,  the  reference  to 
the  enslavement  of  King  Philip's  family.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles,  M., 

"The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  8-11,  "Destruction  of  the  Massachusetts 
Indians . " 

(11)  Best  current  estimate  of  the  first  entry  of  people  into  the 
Americas  confirmed  by  archaeological  evidence  that  is  datable. 
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The  following  is  from  a Newshour  with  Dim  Lehrer  interview  that  deals  with 
minority  and  Indian  telecommunications  issues. 

I've  edited  it  down  to  the  parts  that  deal  with  Indian  Country  exclusively. 
If  you  would  like  to  see  the  full  transcript  please  see-- 

http : //www. pbs . org/newshour/bb/ cyberspace/ july- dec 99/d igit a 1_9- 17. html 

Enjoy, 

Lisa 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  Haves  & Have  Nots 

DEFFREY  KAYE:  For  their  money  the  family  now  has  high-speed, 
top-of -the-line  Internet  access.  The  hookup  places  them  with  many  other 
Americans  at  the  forefront  of  the  information  revolution  and  an  age  apart 
from  those  with  no  or  limited  access  to  information  technologies.  On  the 
Navajo  Indian  Reservation  in  the  Southwest  U.S.,  78  percent  of  the  56,000 
homes  don't  even  have  telephone  service.  Most  residents  of  the  sprawling 
reservation  live  clustered  in  remote  areas.  Dennifer  Yazzies  family  got 
electricity  only  last  year  and  has  no  running  water;  they  cant  afford  to 
install  phones. 

DENNIFER  YAZZIE:  The  figure  that  we  heard  was  like  about  three  to  four 
thousand  for  the  poles  to  come  this  way. 


JEFFREY  KAYE:  And  could  you  afford  that? 


JENNIFER  YAZZIE:  I don't  know.  I don't  know  if  we  could  afford  that,  but  its 
going  to  be  a lot  for  us  to  pay  that  much  just  to  get  a phone. 

JEFFREY  KAYE:  While  many  Americans  are  increasingly  getting  plugged  in  and 
wired  up,  for  others,  the  information  age  is  virtually  non-existent.  These 
contrasts  may  seem  extreme,  but  they  are  vivid  examples  of  what  has  become 
known  as  the  digital  divide. 


The  Future  Arrives 

JEFFREY  KAYE:  But  Kennard  says  the  real  focus  should  be  the  fact  that  the 
E-Rate  program,  which  he  contends  is  not  a tax,  is  helping  to  narrow  the 
digital  divide. 

WILLIAM  KENNARD:  He  points  to  research  which  suggests  that  Internet  access 
among  Latinos  is  likely  to  rise  20  percent  and  among  blacks  42  percent. 

Poor  schools  in  rural  areas  are  also  quickly  gaining  access  to  the 
Internet.  In  the  town  of  Kayenta,  on  the  Navajo  Reservation,  the  phone 
company  has  been  installing  high-speed  lines  in  the  public  schools. 

TEACHER:  Now  here's  what  you  want  it  to  be.  You  want  it  to  be--  or  a page 
about  Indians  or  whatever. 

JEFFREY  KAYE:  In  a recent  seminar,  Karen  Buller  of  the  National  Indian 
Telecommunications  Institute  showed  teachers  how  to  build  Internet  webpages 
focusing  on  Navajo  culture.  Buller,  who  herself  is  Comanche,  says  she 
appreciates  the  efforts  to  wire  up  schools,  but  she  says  since  most 
reservation  homes  lack  basic  phone  service,  native  Americans  are  falling 
even  further  behind. 

KAREN  BULLER,  National  Indian  Telecommunications  Institute:  The  more  that 
Americans  in  big  cities  have  easy  access  to  broad  band  widths,  to  big 
computers,  and  the  more  that  we  wait  for  years  and  years  here  on 
reservations  to  even  get  our  first  phone  line,  the  bigger  this  chasm  is 
going  to  be.  The  more  that  children  are  in  urban  schools  get  access  to 
museums  in  Europe  through  the  Internet  and  the  more  that  our  children  don't 
even  go  a mile  away  from  their  hometown,  the  bigger  the  chasm  gets  to  be, 
and  thats  not  fair. 

JEFFREY  KAYE:  Buller  says  she  would  like  to  see  greater  government 
subsidies  and  more  generosity  from  phone  companies.  But  phone  company 
officials  say  they  cant  afford  to  shoulder  the  high  costs  of  stringing 
phone  lines  to  remote  areas.  The  FCC  has  held  hearings  on  providing 
assistance  to  Native  Americans  without  phone  service. 

WILLIAM  KENNARD:  We  are  targeting  Native  American  communities  for  more 
access,  more  subsidies.  And  that  is  separate  and  apart  from  the  E-Rate. 
We're  recognizing  that  these  communities  are  going  to  need  special,  special 
help  if  they  are  going  to  be  brought  into  the  information  age  and  across 
that  digital  divide. 

JEFFREY  KAYE:  Kennard  says  the  digital  divide  in  rural  areas  could  be 
bridged  by  wireless  technology,  such  as  satellite  dishes,  now  more  commonly 
used  for  TV  reception.  As  for  the  technological  isolation  of  inner  cities, 
private  contributions  have  allowed  many  schools  and  libraries  to  acquire 
computer  equipment  and  government  officials  are  seeking  to  help  narrow  the 
digital  divide  through  more  private-public  partnerships. 

Lisa  A.  Nelmida 
Development  Director 

National  Indian  Telecommunications  Institute 
110  N.  Guadalupe  St.,  Suite  9 


Santa  Fe,  NM  87501 
Email:  lisa@numa.niti.org 
Voice:  505.986.3872 
FAX:  505.989.4271 
Web:  www.niti.org 
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NATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF  AMERICAN  INDIANS  ELECTS  YUROK  TRIBAL  LEADER  AS 
PRESIDENT ; FIRST  CALIFORNIA  TRIBAL  LEADER  IN  NCAI  HISTORY 
c.  PRNewswire 
October  18,  1999 

WASHINGTON,  --  The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  nation's 
oldest  and  largest  Indian  advocacy  organization,  elected  the  first 
California  tribal  chairperson  in  is  its  history  to  lead  the  250-member 
organization  into  the  next  century.  Sue  Masten,  tribal  chairwoman  of  the 
Yurok  Tribe  located  near  the  Klamath  River  in  Northern  California,  was 
elected  to  a two-year  term  as  president  and  is  the  second  woman  since 
NCAI ' s formation  in  1944  to  serve  as  president.  Masten  was  elected  together 
with  tribal  chairman  Ron  Allen  of  the  Jamestown  S'Kallam  tribe  of 
Washington  state  as  first  vice  president;  Ernie  Stevens  of  the  Oneida  Tribe 
of  Wisconsin  as  treasurer  and  Juana  Majel-Dixon  of  the  Pauma  Tribe  of 
California  as  secretary. 

The  elections  were  held  at  NCAI's  annual  conference  in  Palm  Springs, 
California  attended  by  more  than  179  tribes  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

"The  need  for  unity  and  cooperation  among  tribal  governments  for  the 
protection  of  treaty  and  sovereign  rights  is  our  most  important  priority," 
said  Masten.  "In  looking  to  the  next  century,  NCAI  must  continue  its  work 
to  secure  for  tribal  members  and  their  children,  the  rights  and  benefits 
to  which  they  are  entitled;  to  enlighten  the  public  toward  the  better 
understanding  of  the  Indian  people;  preserve  tribal  rights  under  Indian 
treaties  or  agreements  with  the  United  States;  and  protect  the  welfare  of 
the  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives." 

For  more  than  half  a century,  as  the  country's  leading  tribal  government 
organization,  NCAI  has  monitored  federal  programs,  policy  and  legislative 
activity  that  affect  Indian  interests  and  coordinates  policy  and 
communications  efforts  on  behalf  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
tribal  government  interests. 

"The  battle  to  protect  tribal  self-government  and  the  rights  of  native 
people  will  be  won  only  through  strong,  persistent  involvement  by  tribal 
leaders  and  native  people  working  together  with  their  friends  and  allies," 
said  Masten.  "Tribes  face  a tremendously  broad  spectrum  of  issues  that 
include  welfare  reform,  nuclear  waste,  sovereign  immunity,  tribal  gaming, 
state  and  federal  taxation,  means  testing,  housing,  economic  development, 
anti-defamation,  cultural  resource  and  historic  preservation,  the  census, 
land  into  trust,  federal  appropriation  and  education." 

"Leading  this  organization  into  the  new  millennium  is  a momentous  task 
and  our  challenge  as  Indian  people  will  be  to  ensure  we  walk  not  only  with 
pride  into  the  new  century  but  walk  together,"  said  Masten.  "Our  mandate  is 
to  work  with  all  Indian  organizations  that  are  concerned  about  the  welfare 
and  interests  of  Indian  communities  to  ensure  we  speak  with  one  voice  and 
make  clear  our  priorities,  needs  and  expectations.  I am  committed  to  seeing 
NCAI  work  closely  with  national  and  regional  Indian  organizations  so  that 
NCAI  listens  to  and  can  effectively  represent  tribal  nations." 

Masten  comes  from  a family  tradition  of  serving  as  an  advocate  of  Indian 
rights  and  issues.  Her  uncle  filed  and  won  a major  lawsuit,  which 


reaffirmed  Yurok  fishing  rights.  A graduate  of  Oregon  State  University, 
Masten  is  tribal  chairperson  for  the  4, 100-member  Yurok  Tribe,  who 
reservation  encompasses  45  miles  of  the  lower  Klamath  River  in  northern 
California.  She  has  served  for  more  than  20  years  in  various  elected  posts 
and  appointments  including  as  vice  chairman  of  the  Intertribal  Monitoring 
Association;  vice  chair  of  the  Klamath  Fishery  Management  Council;  special 
trustee  board  member  for  the  Department  of  Interior;  and  as  a member  of  the 
Salmon  Advisory  Panel  for  the  Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council. 

Masten  has  also  served  as  NCAI's  first  vice  president  as  well  as  NCAI's 
Sacramento  area  vice  president.  Active  in  the  passage  of  Prop  5 in 
California  to  defend  tribal  gaming  rights,  Masten  successfully  negotiated 
federal  recognition  of  the  Yurok  tribe's  fishery  allocation  in  1993  and  has 
testified  before  Congress  and  state  legislative  groups  on  Indian  interests. 
Voted  an  Outstanding  Young  Woman  of  America  and  Woman  of  Achievement,  Masten 
is  also  listed  in  numerous  Who's  Who  biographies. 

"RE:  They  Held  The  Rock"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Oct  1999  08:55:46  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-21-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

"They  Held  The  Rock":  30th  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  Indians  of  All 
Tribes  Occupation  of  Alcatraz  to  Be  Held  Saturday,  Oct.  23  on  Alcatraz 
Island 

c.  ENTERTAINMENT  WIRE 
October  18,  1999 

LOS  ANGELES,  --In  November  of  1969,  ninety  Native  American  students  took 
over  Alcatraz  Island  in  hopes  of  reclaiming  their  land,  their  pride  and 
their  rights  as  "citizens  of  the  Indian  nations  that  gave  birth  to  the 
United  States  of  America." 

This  historical  event,  known  as  the  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Occupation  of 
Alcatraz  was  the  first  national  event  to  bring  the  plight  of  Native 
Americans  to  mass  consciousness.  On  Oct.  23,  from  9 a.m.  to  4 p.m.,  hundreds 
of  people,  including  the  original  occupiers  of  the  island,  will  gather  on 
Alcatraz  to  take  part  in  a cultural  and  musical  celebration,  commemorating 
the  30th  anniversary  of  this  historical  event. 

Performers  include  spoken  word  artist,  Dohn  Trudell,  who  served  as  the 
national  spokesperson  during  the  occupation;  Ulali;  comedian  Charlie  Hill; 
Arigon  Star;  and  Gayle  Hanson-Dohnson . Mayors  Willie  Brown  and  Derry  Brown 
will  also  participate  in  the  celebration,  which  will  feature  California 
Indian  dancing  and  a special  honoring  of  all  occupation  veterans,  American 
Indian  activists  and  leaders. 

"As  a result  of  the  occupation,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  federal 
government  ended  its  official  policy  of  termination  of  Indian  tribes  and 
adopted  a policy  of  Indian  self-determination,"  said  Trudell.  "Today  the 
occupation  stands  out  as  a beacon  of  pride  for  Native  American  people,  a 
symbol  of  freedom  and  self-determination  and  a rebirth  of  our  sense  of 
identity,  culture  and  traditions." 

The  90  Native  American  students  led  by  Trudell,  Adam  Fortunate  Eagle  and 
the  late  Richard  Oakes,  along  with  Bay-area  community  members,  took  over 
Alcatraz  Island  and  set  in  motion  the  "Red  Power"  movement  of  the  1970s. 
Trudell,  as  national  spokesperson  for  the  occupation  force,  initiated  radio 
broadcasts  through  "Radio  Free  Alcatraz,"  which  aired  daily  from  the  Island 
on  KPFA  public  radio  in  Berkeley. 

National  and  international  media  flocked  to  the  island  to  cover  the  story. 
Along  with  the  media  came  attention  from  the  U.S.  government,  particularly 
the  FBI.  "It  took  the  non-indigenous  community's  support  to  allow  us  to  do 
what  we  did,"  said  Trudell.  "The  government  called  us  'militants,' 
attempting  to  discredit  us  and  ostracize  us  from  the  overall  community." 

After  19  months,  the  occupation  eventually  ended  in  1971,  but  something 


more  lasting  was  poised  to  replace  it:  the  American  Indian  Movement,  A.I.M. 
Trudell  served  as  national  chairman  from  1973-1979;  with  this  high-profile 
position  came  increasing  attention  from  the  U.S.  government,  more  notably 
the  FBI,  which  has  compiled  a 17,000-page  file  bearing  his  name,  describing 
him  as  an  "extremely  effective  communicator." 

"In  the  tradition  of  honoring  our  warriors,  it  is  important  for  us  to 
remember  the  bravery  and  sacrifices  of  those  individuals  who  made  the 
Alcatraz  Occupation  a watershed  in  the  history  of  all  Native  Americans," 
said  Trudell.  "The  30th  Anniversary  celebration  serves  to  acknowledge  the 
contributions  of  all  occupation  veterans." 

Born  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  the  Santee  Sioux  reservation,  Trudell  continues 
to  spread  awareness  through  his  poetry,  lectures  and  spoken-word  music.  His 
latest  CD,  "Blue  Indians,"  which  was  released  this  year  and  produced  by 
long-time  friend  Jackson  Browne,  allows  Trudell' s listeners  entrance  into 
that  somewhat  misunderstood  life  of  a Native  American. 

"RE : International  Day  of  Education  and  Action"  

Date:  29  Oct  1999  09:51:45 

From:  acerca@sover.net 

Subj : Nov  4-DAY  OF  EDUCATION  AND  ACTION 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

NOVEMBER  4,  1999 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  OF  EDUCATION  AND  ACTION: 

International  activists  have  announced  a call  to  action  for  November  4, 
1999  against  the  WTO's  Global  Free  Logging  Agreement,  against  the  practices 
of  the  timber  multinational  Boise  Cascade,  against  the  Free  Trade  Area  of 
the  Americas  (FTAA)  and  in  support  of  indigenous  peoples. 

The  organizers  of  the  respective  actions  have  joined  together  to 
denounce  the  current  practices  of  globalization  and  neoliberalism  as 
exemplified  by  so-called  "free  trade"  agreements.  These  agreements 
devastate  the  environment,  undermine  indigenous  culture,  destroy  local 
community  control  and  lead  to  massive  poverty.  The  November  4 actions 
will  promote  healthy  ecosystems,  strong  communities  and  solidarity  with 
indigenous  peoples. 

A DAY  OF  PROTEST  AND  EDUCATION 

Activists  have  called  November  4 a day  of  protest  against  the  Free  Trade 
Area  of  the  Americas  (FTAA)  and  in  support  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of 
Chiapas,  Mexico.  On  November  4 Trade  Ministers  from  34  Latin  American 
countries  are  meeting  in  Toronto,  Canada  to  discuss  the  FTAA,  which  is  being 
hailed  as  the  southward  expansion  of  NAFTA.  A mass  mobilization  against  the 
FTAA  is  also  taking  place  in  Toronto  on  that  day. 

Chiapas:  On  January  1,  1994,  the  day  that  NAFTA  went  into  effect,  the 
indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  staged  an  uprising.  Under  the  banner  of  the 
Zapatistas,  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas  continue  the  struggle  to 
maintain  their  land  and  dignity,  liberty  and  democracy  against  the  economic 
policies  of  neoliberalism.  Yet  the  Mexican  government's  low  intensity 
warfare  against  the  Zapatistas  continues. 

FORESTS 

On  November  4,  1999,  forest  protection  activists  from  around  the  world 
will  be  joining  together  to  let  their  governments  know  that  they  will 
not  accept  the  WTOs  attack  on  forests.  Activists  will  be  holding  press 
conferences,  meeting  with  elected  officials,  conducting  teach-ins  and 
hitting  the  streets  in  protest. 

FORESTS  ON  THE  CHOPPING  BLOCK: 

THE  "GLOBAL  FREE  LOGGING  AGREEMENT" 

The  World  Trade  Organization's  (WTO)  135  member  countries  are  meeting  in 
November  to  write  new  international  trade  and  investment  agreements. 

One  of  the  most  contentious  agreements  is  the  "global  free  logging 


agreement"  being  spearheaded  by  the  Clinton  Administration.  This 
agreement  could  dramatically  impact  our  ability  to  protect  the  world's 
remaining  forests. 

The  "global  free  logging  agreement"  will  lead  to  forest  destruction  and 
the  removal  of  forest  protections  by:  (1)  rapidly  eliminating  tariffs  on 
all  wood  products  without  putting  necessary  environmental  protections  in 
place  --  this  will  increase  consumption,  production  and  unsustainable 
logging;  (2)  discussing  the  elimination  of  forest  protection  laws  that 
the  WTO  considers  "non-tariff  trade  barriers."  Vital  forest  protection 
laws  that  could  be  eliminated  include:  laws  to  protect  forests  from 
invasive  pests,  recycled  content  requirements  for  office  and  news  paper, 
eco-labeling  and  "smart  wood"  laws,  and  bans  on  the  export  of  raw  logs 
and  wood  chips. 

TIMBER  CORPORATIONS  LEADING  THE  CHARGE 

On  November  4,  many  activists  will  protest  the  "global  free  logging 
agreement"  by  identifying  it's  corporate  sponsors.  Boise  Cascade  is  a 
poster  child  example  of  U.S.  multinational  timber  corporations  that 
over-cut  their  corporate  timberlands  and  thousands  of  acres  of  public 
forests.  These  multinational  timber  corporations  hope  that  the  "global 
free  logging  agreement"  will  aid  them  in  their  attempts  to  reduce  forest 
protections  at  home  while  looking  for  new,  cheap  sources  of  wood 
overseas  and  ever  increasing  markets  for  their  products.  Boise  Cascade 
has  invested  $200  million  in  Chile  to  build  the  world's  largest  chip 
mill  and  oriented  strand  board  mill.  The  project's  sourcing  area  is 
located  in  the  heart  of  Patagonia,  containing  some  of  the  world's  most 
intact  temperate  rainforest. 

More  background  information  to  follow  on  FTAA  plans  in  Toronto,  Boise 
Cascade  Corporation,  and  information  for  activities  in  other  countries. 

For  More  Information,  Ideas,  Background  Material,  Press  Releases,  etc.: 
Contact  Antonia  Duhasz,  American  Lands  Alliance  (GFLA)  at 
antonia@americanlands.org  or  (202)  547-9230,  lake  Kreilick  and  Matt 
McGovern-Rowan,  Native  Forest  Network  (Boise  Cascade)  at 
jkreilick@wildrockies.org  and  mcgov@wildrockies.org  or  (406)  542-7343 
and  Orin  Langelle,  ACERCA  - Action  for  Community  & Ecology  in  the 
Rainforests  of  Central  America  (FTAA),  at  acerca@sover.net  or 
(802)  863-0571  (ACERCA  in  Toronto  after  Nov  1 (416)  597-8408  x 3060). 

For  more  information  on  the  "global  free  logging  agreement,"  visit 
American  Lands'  web  page  at  http:/www. americanlands.org 

For  more  information  on  the  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas  (FTAA)  visit 
ACERCA' s web  page  at 
http : //www. acerca .org 

Boise  Cascade  web  site:  http://www.bc.com. 

Thanks  to  the  Public  Information  Network  for  this  information.  See 
their  Boise  Cascade  profiles  at:  http://www.endgame.org/boise.html 
http://www.endgame.org/global-boise.html 

The  Native  Forest  Network  Northern  Hemisphere  Web  Site: 
http : //www. n at ivef orest .org 


ACERCA 

Action  for  Community  & Ecology  in  the  Rainforests  of  Central  America 
POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
(802)863-0571 

(ACERCA  in  Toronto  From  Nov  l-4th  (416)  597-8408  x 3060) 

(802)  864-8203  Fax 
Email:  acerca@sover . net 
http : //www. acerca .org 

ACERCA  is  a project  of  the  Alliance  for  Global  Dustice 


and  a member  of  the  Native  Forest  Network 


"RE : Byrd  Not  Aware  of  Wiretapping  Criminality"  
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Byrd  was  'not  aware'  of  wiretapping  criminality 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
10/27/99 

Former  Cherokee  Nation  Chief  3oe  Byrd  said  Tuesday  that  he  didn't  know 
that  wiretapping  was  against  federal  law  when  a tribal  councilor  told  him 
that  her  telephone  conversations  had  been  taped. 

Byrd  was  the  lead-off  witness  in  a $1  million  wiretapping  lawsuit  brought 
against  him  and  three  other  people  with  connections  to  the  Tahlequah-based 
Cherokee  Nation. 

Other  defendants  in  the  lawsuit  are  the  tribe's  former  general  counsel, 

Rex  Earl  Starr;  former  Treasurer  Dennie  Battles;  and  Mark  McCullough,  a 
Pryor  businessman. 

They  are  accused  of  knowing  about  wiretapping  and  using  the  tapes  in 
violation  of  federal  laws. 

In  the  trial  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Tulsa,  Byrd  was  classified  as  a 
hostile  witness  by  attorneys  for  plaintiffs  Marvin  Summerfield  of  Day  and 
David  Cornsilk  of  Tahlequah,  who  charged  in  court  papers  that  their 
telephone  conversation  had  been  wiretapped. 

Byrd  said  tribal  council  member  Barbara  Starr-Scott  of  Day  told  him  in  a 
Dune  1996  letter  that  she  believed  that  her  telephone  had  been  wiretapped. 

"I  was  not  aware,"  Byrd  answered  when  asked  by  the  plaintiffs'  attorney. 
Chuck  Shipley,  if  he  knew  at  the  time  that  wiretapping  was  a violation  of 
the  law. 

Byrd  said  he  was  aware  of  allegations  that  the  wiretapping  was  linked  to 
Doel  Thompson,  former  executive  director  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Flousing 
Authority. 

Flowever,  he  testified,  he  didn't  immediately  question  Thompson  about  the 
allegations  because  "there  were  rumors  ....  I didn't  feel  like  I had 
enough  information  at  that  time." 

After  being  the  tribe's  housing  authority  director  for  10  years,  Thompson 
is  now  serving  a 23-  month  federal  prison  sentence  for  convictions  for  mail 
fraud  and  misuse  of  tribal  funds. 

Byrd  also  testified  that  he  made  no  efforts  to  conceal  the  wiretapping 
controversy  or  to  stop  investigations  into  the  matter. 

The  former  chief  acknowledged  that  he  sent  out  a letter  calling  for  an  end 
to  tribal  investigations  into  the  matter. 

Flowever,  he  said,  he  directed  the  tribe's  inspector  general  to  look  into 
the  case,  and  it  was  subsequently  turned  over  to  federal  authorities. 

Byrd,  who  is  seeking  a doctoral  degree  in  education,  is  a former  high 
school  counselor. 

Fie  was  defeated  this  year  in  a bid  for  a second  four-year  term  as  chief. 
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Feds  Freeze  Indian  Tribe's  Accounts 

By  PHIL  ROONEY 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

10/27/99 

SANTEE,  Neb.  (AP)  - Federal  prosecutors  have  frozen  the  bank  accounts  of 
the  Santee  Sioux  Tribe  in  an  attempt  to  shut  down  its  casino. 

U.S.  Attorney  Tom  Monaghan  said  he  intends  to  seize  the  assets  to  help  pay 
more  than  $1  million  in  fines  the  tribe  owes  the  government  for  operating 
its  casino  in  defiance  of  court  orders. 

"It's  the  first  step  in  the  collection  process/'  he  said  Tuesday.  "The 
tribe  has  not  made  any  effort  to  pay  those  court-ordered  fines." 

Santee  leaders  said  the  money  included  federal  funds  earmarked  for 
health-care  and  social  service  programs.  None  of  the  money  was  generated 
from  the  casino,  tribal  chairman  Butch  Denny  said. 

"This  is  an  attack  on  our  elderly  and  children,"  Denny  said.  "We  are 
not  going  to  let  him  get  away  with  this.  We  are  ready  to  fight." 

It  was  the  latest  development  in  a three-year  effort  by  state  and  federal 
officials  to  close  the  casino  on  the  Santee  reservation  near  the  South 
Dakota  border  in  northeast  Nebraska. 

The  tribe  opened  the  Ohiya  Casino  in  1996  even  though  the  state  refused 
to  approve  it.  Casino-style  gambling,  including  slot  machines,  is  illegal 
in  Nebraska. 

The  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  of  1988  requires  states  to  negotiate 
agreements  with  tribes  to  set  rules  and  limits  on  gambling.  The  tribe  sued 
the  state,  alleging  it  failed  to  negotiate  in  good  faith. 

The  tribe  says  the  casino's  23  jobs  are  much  needed  on  the  reservation  - 
where  the  unemployment  rate  is  74  percent. 

Neither  the  tribe  or  Monaghan  knew  exactly  how  much  money  was  in  the 
frozen  accounts  at  two  banks. 

A federal  judge  started  fining  the  tribe  $3,000  per  day  in  February  for 
refusing  to  close  the  casino.  The  fine  was  doubled  in  Duly.  None  of  the 
fines  have  been  paid. 

Monaghan  also  seized  about  $87,000  from  a Santee  account  in  South  Dakota 
in  1997.  The  tribe  responded  by  filing  a lawsuit  and  opening  secret 
accounts . 


"RE : Three  Oklahoma  Tribes  Defend  Land"  
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Newsgroup:  alt. native 

All  My  Relations: 

The  Comanche,  Kiowa,  and  Apache  Tribes  need  your  help  in  writing  your 
senators  and  local  leaders  in  stopping  this  travesty  by  the  State  of  Texas 
and  Gov.  George  W.  Bush. 

Urako ! 

-Quohadi 

http : //members .tripod . com/~Quohadi 
(Comanche  Lodge) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 
THREE  OKLAHOMA  TRIBES  RALLY  TO  DEFEAT  RED  RIVER  COMPACT 

ANADARKO,  OK,  October  26,  1999  - The  Intertribal  Land  Use  Committee  (ILUC) 
of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  Tribes  (KCA)  of  Oklahoma  is  launching  a 
mighty  effort  to  defeat  the  so-called  Red  River  Compact.  This  measure  would 
change  the  boundary  between  the  states  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas  and  has 
already  been  signed  by  Governor  Bush  of  Texas  and  Governor  Keating  of 
Oklahoma.  It  was  introduced  in  Congress  last  week  for  its  approval  and  is 
expected  to  be  in  place  by  December  31,  1999.  The  commission  which  formed 
the  Red  River  Compact  contained  one  Indian  member  to  represent  three  tribes 
with  interests  in  this  move. 


The  boundary  between  the  two  states  was  set  in  1925  by  the  Supreme  Court 
as  the  south  bank  of  the  Red  River,  and  it  has  remained  so  ever  since.  About 
one  third  of  that  boundary  passes  right  through  the  old  reservation  lands  of 
the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  tribes,  land  which  is  still  public  land  held 
in  trust  by  the  federal  government  for  the  three  tribes. 

Oil  and  gas  revenues  from  the  south  half  of  the  river  were  also  set  aside 
in  1926  as  a trust  fund  to  benefit  the  citizens  of  these  three  great  Indian 
nations.  The  state  of  Texas  does  not  recognize  public  lands,  and  the  tribes 
fear  they  will  lose  that  trust  fund  as  well  as  considerable  land  and  rights 
to  its  resources. 

Several  committee  members  noted  that  the  commission  completely  ignored 
native  sovereignty  when  the  proposal  was  devised.  Emily  Saupitty,  Apache 
tribal  official,  also  noted  that  many  individual  Indian  allottees  will  lose 
considerable  lands  if  this  measure  goes  into  effect.  Noting  that  both 
governors  have  approved  the  measure  already,  Henry  Kostzuta,  Chairman  of 
the  Apache  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  commented,  "George  W.  Bush  wants  to  be 
President,  and  he's  already  taking  land  from  Indians!" 

In  response,  the  tribes  have  formulated  a campaign  to  defeat  this  measure 
in  Congress.  The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  was  contacted  and  is 
cooperating  fully  with  the  tribes.  A position  paper  and  letters  from  the 
committee  are  being  sent  to  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian 
Affairs,  to  NCAI  itself,  and  to  all  members  of  Congress  in  both  houses.  A 
concerted  lobbying  effort  is  being  mounted,  with  support  from  NCAI. 

The  three  tribes  are  asking  the  support  of  other  tribal  members  throughout 
the  country  by  contacting  your  senators  and  representatives . 

FOR  MORE  INFO: 

Liz  Pollard  * Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 
505  W.  Louisiana  Ave.,  Anadarko,  OK  73005 
(405)  247-2251  - Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 
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Tribe  hopes  to  slow  speeders 

Salt  River  mounts  education  campaign 

Suzanne  Starr/The  Arizona  Republic 

By  Monica  Davis 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Oct.  25,  1999 

Police  Officer  Stanley  Trott  can  point  his  radar  gun  just  about  anywhere 
on  the  Salt  River  Reservation  and  zero  in  on  a speeding  motorist. 

He  can  point  his  radar  gun  at  the  thousands  of  commuters  who  zip  into 
the  reservation  on  the  way  to  someplace  else  or  headed  to  one  of  the 
tribe's  two  casinos  or  the  Pavilions  shopping  plaza.  Or  he  can  target  the 
local  traffic  on  the  6,000-member  reservation. 

Tribal  police  routinely  write  tickets  to  discourage  speeding,  red-light 
and  stop-sign  violations,  but  now  they're  also  turning  to  an  education 
campaign  to  curb  the  problems  and  help  cut  down  on  accidents. 

This  summer,  the  tribe  spent  $10,000  to  buy  a speed  trailer,  a traffic 
device  that  flashes  the  speed  of  a passing  car  as  a reminder  to  drivers. 

The  speed  trailer  is  just  one  piece  of  the  tribal  community's  effort  to 
focus  on  safer  driving.  A Know  Our  Limits  campaign  is  expected  to  be  be 
launched  in  the  next  few  months  with  flashy  billboards  and  bumper  stickers. 

Resident  Cheryl  Enos,  who  says  she  is  frightened  by  the  drivers  she  sees 
on  the  reservation  every  day,  is  glad  to  see  the  trailer  posted  along 
reservation  roads. 

"The  speeding  is  terrible, " Enos  said.  "They  just  whiz  by  real  fast." 

The  53,00-acre  reservation  is  home  to  two  casinos,  the  Pavilions 
shopping  center  and  other  commercial  ventures,  but  remains  largely  a rural 


community  tucked  between  Mesa,  Scottsdale  and  Fountain  Hills.  It  is 
bisected  by  the  Beeline  Highway,  which  carries  traffic  north  to  the 
mountains . 

Police  suspect  that  the  rural  character  of  the  reservation  accounts  for 
a lot  of  the  speeding,  other  traffic  violations  and  accidents. 

"They  think  because  it's  open  they  can  go  as  fast  as  they  want,"  Trott 
said.  "The  reason  to  slow  down  is  because  of  the  residences,  the 
businesses,  the  schools." 

Police  issued  939  speeding  tickets  last  year  and  responded  to  222  injury 
accidents . 

Police  officials  estimate  70,000  to  100,000  commuters  travel  on  the 
reservation  daily,  more  than  half  on  the  Beeline  and  the  Pima  Freeway, 
which  are  patrolled  by  the  Arizona  Department  of  Public  Safety. 

But  police  say  commuters  use  other  roads,  such  as  McDowell  and  McKellips 
And  residents  said  commuters  venture  deeper  into  residential  areas  to  get 
to  Mesa,  Scottsdale  and  Fountain  Hills. 

"A  lot  of  traffic  comes  through  this  area,"  Trott  said. 

But  the  speeding  and  traffic  concerns  aren't  limited  just  to  commuters, 
gamblers  and  other  visitors. 

"A  lot  of  it  is  also  internal,"  he  said.  "Believe  it  or  not,  we  do  have 
an  internal  problem." 

Police  hope  the  campaign  will  help  all  motorists  adjust  their  behavior. 

"Our  job  isn't  to  write  tickets  or  meet  a quota,"  Officer  Douglas 
McCumber  3r.  said.  "It's  to  change  driving  habits." 

+++ 

Monica  Davis  can  be  reached  at  monica.davis@pni.com  via  e-mail  or  at 
1-602-444-7475. 
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By  CARL  MANNING 

The  Associated  Press 

Attorney  General  Carla  Stovall  says  the  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi  police 
can't  enforce  tribal  traffic  ordinances  on  the  reservation  against  non- 
Indian  violators. 

The  opinion  issued  Thursday  said  tribal  police  have  no  authority  to 
enforce  Potawatomi  civil  traffic  ordinances  on  US-75  highway  within  the 
reservation . 

It  also  said  tribal  police  have  no  authority  to  enforce  criminal  traffic 
ordinances  against  non-Indians  anywhere  on  the  121-square  mile  reservation 
in  Dackson  County.  The  tribe  says  it  has  no  criminal  ordinances. 

Steve  Ortiz,  tribal  council  secretary,  said  it  is  too  early  to  say  what 
the  tribe  will  do.  He  said  the  council  and  tribal  attorney  will  review  the 
opinion  and  decide  what  to  do  next. 

The  opinion,  which  has  no  force  of  law,  was  sought  by  Rep.  Becky 
Hutchins,  R-Holton.  Hutchins  has  raised  questions  about  the  tribe's 
authority  as  an  Indian  nation. 

Ortiz  said  the  problem  could  be  solved  by  having  tribal  police  officers 
deputized  by  the  lackson  County  Sheriff's  Department,  and  sheriff's 
officers  deputized  by  the  tribe.  He  that  would  give  tribal  officers  state 
enforcement  powers. 

In  Duly,  tribal  police  began  issuing  speeding  tickets  on  a four-mile 
section  of  US-75  that  runs  through  the  northeast  corner  of  the  reservation 

At  the  time,  the  tribe  said  it  has  jurisdiction  over  all  civil  matters 
on  the  reservation  and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  state  and  county 
authorities  over  criminal  issues. 

The  Prairie  Band  maintains  it  is  a federally  recognized  tribe  with 
sovereign  powers  within  its  reservation,  based  on  numerous  treaties,  court 
decisions  and  federal  law. 

The  eight-page  opinion  signed  by  Stovall  noted  that  under  state  law. 


traffic  infractions  are  criminal  violations  and  that  tribes  lack  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  non-Indians. 

"A  tribe  cannot,  for  this  reason,  assert  criminal  jurisdiction  over  non- 
Indian  traffic  violators  . . . when  a non-Indian  commits  a crime  within  the 
boundary  of  a reservation,  tribal  law  enforcement  officers  may  not  serve 
criminal  process  on,  arrest  or  prosecute  that  individual,"  the  opinion 
said . 

The  opinion  also  said  the  attorney  general's  office  was  unable  to  find 
any  federal  law  giving  the  tribe  authority  to  enforce  its  ordinances 
against  those  who  aren't  tribal  members. 

It  also  said  that  under  a 1991  agreement  with  the  state,  the  tribe  gave 
up  any  power  and  authority  over  the  operation,  maintenance  and  control  of 
US-75. 

In  a separate  issue,  the  tribe  is  suing  the  state  to  force  officials 
recognition  of  tribal  tags  issued  to  members  living  on  the  reservation. 

The  Department  of  Revenue  is  appealing  a federal  judge's  order  that 
prohibits  the  state  from  ticketing  motorists  with  tribal  tags. 

The  tribe  maintains  it  own  motor  vehicle  division  and  charges  for  the 
tags. 

Tribal  leaders  say  Minnesota  recognizes  Potawatomi  plates  and  that 
should  make  them  legal  in  Kansas.  Earlier  this  year,  the  state  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  Sac  and  Fox  tribal  tags  recognized  by  Oklahoma  must  be 
recognized  by  Kansas. 

"RE : Urgent  Ward  Valley  Alert"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Oct  1999  17:19:18  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz.com> 

Subj : Urgent  Ward  Valley  alert! 

BREAKING  NEWS!  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  BREAKS  PROMISE  TO  NATIVE  NATIONS  AND  PUBLIC 
TO  STOP  PROPOSED  WARD  VALLEY  DUMP  PR03ECT,  BETRAYS  ENVIRONMENT  AND  TRIBES! 

CALIFORNIA  GOVERNOR  DAVIS  APPOINTS  NUCLEAR  INDUSTRY-DOMINATED  COMMITTEE 
TO  "STUDY"  ISSUE 

CALL  TOM  FRY  AT  THE  U.S. INTERIOR  DEPARTMENT- - (202)  208-3801 

* TELL  THE  INTERIOR  DEPT.  IT  IS  UNACCEPTABLE  THEY  HAVE  FAILED  TO 
TERMINATE  THE  DUMP  PROIECT  AS  PROMISED 

CALL  GOVERNOR  DAVIS  TODAY  --  (916)  445-2841 

* CALL  DAVIS  NOW!  TELL  HIM  THAT  THE  PUBLIC  HAS  NO  CONFIDENCE  IN  THE 
BIASED  TASK  FORCE  AND  THAT  THE  PEOPLE  WILL  STOP  THE  DUMP,  NO  MATTER  WHAT  IT 
TAKES. 

TELL  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  KEEP  THEIR  PROMISES  AND  STOP  THE  DUMP  NOW! 

In  a disturbing  turnabout  and  betrayal,  both  the  federal  government  and 
Governor  Gray  Davis  have  broken  their  promises  to  stop  the  dump  once 
and  for  all.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  refuses  to  return  the  State's 
application  for  the  land  as  promised,  and  Governor  Davis  has  assembled  a 
task  force  made  up  primarily  of  nuclear  waste  generators  to  determine 
the  fate  of  Ward  Valley. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Task  Force  will  be  November  17  at  UCLA  in  Los 
Angeles.  loin  hundreds  of  activists  for  a demonstration  against  the  dump. 

VISIT  THE  GREENACTION  WEBSITE  FOR  MORE  DETAILS  ON  THIS  ACTION  ALERT 
http : //www. greenaction . org 


Greenaction  for  Health  and  Environmental  lustice 
http : //www. greenaction . org 
phone  (415)  252-0822 
fax  (415)  252-0823 

1095  Market  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
"RE : Globe  & Apaches  Strike  Water-Rights  Deal 
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Globe,  Apaches  strike  water-rights  deal 
To  swap  CAP  supply  for  ground  allotment 
By  Shaun  McKinnon 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Oct.  27,  1999 

Adding  another  key  piece  to  Arizona's  water  picture.  Globe  and  the  San 
Carlos  Apache  Tribe  have  settled  a long-simmering  water-rights  dispute, 
state  officials  said  Tuesday. 

Under  the  deal.  Globe  will  give  the  tribe  the  city's  3,500  acre-foot 
share  of  Central  Arizona  Project  water  in  exchange  for  the  right  to  pump 
up  to  2,500  acre-feet  a year  of  groundwater  from  Cutter  Basin,  along  the 
San  Carlos  Reservation  border  in  Gila  County. 

The  city  also  will  earn  first  dibs  on  about  1,000  acre-feet  of  CAP  water 
should  the  tribe  decide  to  sell  or  lease  it.  An  acre-foot  is  about  326,000 
gallons,  enough  to  serve  an  urban  family  of  five  for  a year. 

In  a joint  statement,  Velasquez  W.  Sneezy,  vice  chairman  of  the  San  Carlos 
Tribe,  and  Globe  Mayor  David  Franquero,  said  the  agreement  "marks  the  dawn 
of  an  era  of  good  feeling  between  the  city  and  the  tribe." 

They  credited  Gov.  lane  Hull  with  shepherding  the  negotiations  after  the 
two  sides  hit  a snag  earlier  this  year. 

The  San  Carlos-Globe  deal  is  part  of  a larger  Indian  water-rights 
settlement  process  that  involves  the  San  Carlos  Apaches,  seven  cities,  the 
Salt  River  Project,  the  Roosevelt  Water  Conservation  District  and  the 
Central  Arizona  Water  Conservation  District. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  announced  a partial  agreement  in  late 
March,  but  some  elements,  including  the  dispute  with  Globe,  remained 
unsettled . 

Negotiators  still  must  reach  terms  with  the  Central  Arizona  Water 
Conservation  District,  which  manages  the  CAP  canal.  The  district  wants  the 
cost  of  delivering  water  in  the  San  Carlos  settlement  deducted  from  what  the 
state  owes  the  federal  government  for  building  the  336-mile  CAP  canal,  which 
carries  Colorado  River  water  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson. 

When  the  agreement  is  final,  the  12,000-member  San  Carlos  tribe  will  hold 
the  rights  to  more  than  71,000  acre-feet  of  water  from  various  sources, 
enough  to  serve  a population  of  355,000.  Tribal  officials  have  already 
discussed  leasing  some  of  the  water  to  Scottsdale  and  other  thirsty  cities. 

The  tribe  will  also  gain  access  to  a $50  million  development  fund  that 
could  help  pay  for  several  environmental  restoration  projects. 

+ + + 

Shaun  McKinnon  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7116 
or  at  shaun.mckinnon@pni.com  via  e-mail. 

"RE : OAS  Meeting  of  Indigenous  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:43:48  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Subj : OAS  Meeting  of  Indigenous  Rights 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  20:16:43  -0700 
From:  deddy@sierranevada . edu  (Don  Eddy) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dear  ish. 

An  important  meeting  is  about  to  take  place,  a meeting  that  the  United 
States  Government  does  NOT  want  any  American  Indians  to  attend.  My 
information  initially  came  from  Rudy  Ryser  of  the  Fourth  World  Center  for 


Indigenous  People.  Dr.  Ryser  was  a guest  speaker  here  in  Incline  Village  a 
week  ago  where  he  meet  with  Council  Chairman  Dennis  Smith  and  Council 
members  from  Duck  Valley  Reservation  of  Nevada. 

I believe  this  is  important  to  get  People  to  voice  their  demands  and  to 
stop  the  losses  of  their  rights. 

Text  of  my  letter  to  Washo  Indians  at  a POW  WOW  tomorrow  in  Carson  City 
and  the  Inter  Tribal  Council  Chairman. 


RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

Words  mean  different  things  to  different  people.  Over  long  periods  of 
time  the  use  of  a particular  word  may  become  very  habit  forming  and 
thereby  comfortable.  That  word  may  never  have  had  a direct  translation 
from  one  language  to  another  language.  That  word  may  in  fact  mean 
something  specific  to  the  originators  and  it  may  have  detrimental  or 
demeaning  significance  to  those  people  using  it  and  yet  those  whom  it  is 
being  used  to  describe  may  not  know  its  meaning  and  therefore  accept  it 
without  question.  Actually  there  are  many  words  like  this,  many  words  that 
one  people  accept  having  had  it  been  used  by  another  people  to  describe 
them . 

Many  of  these  words  have  double  edged  meanings  even  in  the  language  of 
the  originators,  the  people  who  created  them.  One  meaning  may  be  everyday 
use  and  thus  acceptable  to  all  quite  easily,  even  by  those  people  who  are 
described  by  them.  The  other  meanings  of  the  same  words  have  very  specific, 
and  sometimes  harsh  meanings  under  a legal  system  of  the  originating 
people . 

It  is  very  difficult  to  understand  these  kinds  of  things  for  some  but  by 
not  understanding  them,  by  not  taking  time  and  effort  to  understand  them, 
they  can  lose  much  of  their  heritage,  much  of  their  daily  lives,  much  of 
their  spirituality  and  even  their  lands.  These  words  used  by  others  to 
describe  them  can  be  very  hurtful  and  very  demeaning.  They  can  lash  out 
and  hurt  the  people. 

Some  of  these  words  used  by  some  and  accepted  by  others  are  Tribe  and 
Nation  and  People.  When  the  first  Europeans  arrived  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  Turtle  Island,  there  was  a recognition  that  the  Indigenous 
Peoples  of  this  land  were  of  many  different  Nations,  that  there  were  many 
different  languages  spoken  and  different  spiritualities  and  ways  of  life. 

It  is  important  to  recognize  that  the  words  Peoples  and  Nations  were  used 
a great  deal  and  that  when  treaties  were  first  written  and  recognized, 
they  were  written  with  the  words  People  and  Nations  and  Sovereignty  was 
recognized  among  them. 

Later  the  words  Tribes  were  used  and  the  word  Nation  and  Nations  were 
dropped  for  Tribes  have  specific  legal  terms.  Tribes  were  subclasses  of 
Human  Beings  and  therefore  their  extermination  was  easily  justified.  The 
word  Nation  and  Nations  was  no  longer  used  nor  was  People.  People  became 
minorities  and  other  such  words. 

It  is  important  to  understand  this.  When  a People  are  no  longer  called 
People  but  minorities,  and  when  Nations  are  changed  to  Tribes,  there  is  a 
difference  to  the  perpetrators  of  these  changes  and  to  the  International 
Community.  When  laws  are  being  created  to  protect  Indigenous  People  by 
International  Laws,  then  they  the  legal  terms  must  be  followed.  A People 
who  no  longer  are  referred  to  as  People  but  as  minorities,  even  by 
themselves,  will  not  be  recognized  as  People  who  know  who  they  are.  People 
who  desire  self-determination  and  People  who  seek  Sovereignty. 

From  November  8-12,  1999  the  Organization  of  American  States'  working 
group  of  the  Permanent  Council  will  gather  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  study 
the  Proposed  American  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples.  The 
rights  to  self  determination  are  very  important  to  the  American  Indians, 
to  the  First  Ones  but  if  they  do  not  present  themselves  to  these  kinds  of 
International  Organizations,  they  stand  little  chance  of  successfully 
seeking  their  ancestral  rights  to  their  heritage,  their  lives,  their  lands. 

The  United  States  Government  does  NOT  want  any  American  Indians  Nations 
in  attendance  at  this  meeting! !!!!!! 

It  is  imperative  that  the  rights  of  ALL  AMERICAN  INDIANS  become  known  to 
the  Permanent  Council  that  they  are  indeed  a PEOPLE  and  that  there  are 
many  NATIONS  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States.  To  sit  by  every 


day  taking  care  of  business,  taking  care  of  family,  taking  care  of  all  the 
daily  things  that  take  so  much  of  everyone's  time,  will  get  nothing  but 
grief  from  the  continued  unjust  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  Navajo  and 
Hopi  are  being  once  again  driven  off  their  lands  for  coal  and  uranium.  The 
Sacred  Lands  of  many  People  are  being  considered  for  nuclear  waste  sites. 
The  waters  of  the  People  of  many  Nations  are  being  diverted  and  pumped  for 
industrial  uses.  There  are  many  things  being  done  to  many  People  but  the 
People  call  themselves  Tribes  and  minorities.  This  is  not  good. 

So  consider  these  words  and  take  them  back  to  your  People,  to  your 
Council  Members.  Talk  among  yourselves.  Consider  sending  a representative 
or  at  least  sending  words  that  you  wish  to  be  called  People  and  that  you 
belong  to  a specific  Nation  and  you  want  self-determination.  In  order  to 
change  things  for  the  better,  changes  must  be  made  and  made  quickly  or 
what  little  land  and  pride  remaining  with  the  People  will  become  even  less 
and  less. 

It  is  good  to  maintain  pride  and  traditions  among  all  People  but  it  is 
necessary  to  be  aware  of  the  detriment  of  maintaining  words  of  description 
that  others  have  cast  upon  you.  Sitting  back  and  letting  others  do  what 
needs  to  be  done  can  no  longer  be  the  daily  way.  Support  those  who  would 
seek  the  return  of  your  traditions,  the  return  of  the  lands,  the  keeping 
of  the  Sacred  Fires.  Only  you  can  do  this.  The  outsiders  seeking 
everything  they  can  get  from  you  will  not.  If  you  are  a People,  you  must 
say  so  and  tell  others.  If  you  are  Nations,  you  must  say  so  and  tell 
others . 

The  WEB  site  for  the  Organization  of  American  States  is  www.oas.org. 

Don  Eddy 

--ITSOCH-- 
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Indian  mascots:  Do  they  honor  or  demean  Native  Americans? 

By  DAVID  STEVENS 
Southwest  News  Services 
October  21,  1999 

When  Nita  Pahdopony  was  teaching  at  Stanford  University  in  1990,  she 
walked  into  a multicultural  office  where  someone  hung  banners  depicting 
mock  sports  teams.  The  intent  was  for  the  visual  impact  to  shock  a casual 
observer.  It  worked.  One  banner  that  caught  Pahdopony' s attention  was  for 
the  nonexistent  Nevada  Negroes.  Until  that  day,  she  said  she  never  thought 
much  about  the  Braves  or  Redskins  as  offensive  sports  team  nicknames. 

"That's  when  the  light  came  on  that  this  isn't  right,"  said  Pahdopony, 
who  is  Comanche.  "Why  would  we  have  to  be  used  in  that  way?"  Pahdopony  is 
now  the  travel  administrator  for  the  Comanche  tribe  in  Lawton,  Okla.  She 
said  she  believes  it  is  time  to  dispel  some  stereotypes. 

"We  no  longer  have  to  buy  into  that  Hollywood  image  that  was  created  for 
us . 

John  Wayne  made  the  Comanche  people  famous  and  put  us  on  the  map,  but 
now  we're  physicians  and  attorneys  like  the  rest  of  the  population.  We 
still  want  to  preserve  our  past,  but  there  are  higher  levels  we  can  attain, 
" Pahdopony  said. 

The  racial  monitoring  agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  agrees.  The 
group  currently  is  debating  the  best  way  to  protest  professional  sports 
teams  that  use  American  Indian  nicknames.  One  method  of  protest  discussed 
at  the  agency's  September  meeting  was  for  Methodists  to  stop  holding 
national  meetings  in  cities  such  as  Atlanta  - where  baseball's  Braves  play 
- and  Washington  D.C.,  home  to  football's  Redskins. 

No  decisions  were  reached,  but  the  church's  commission  on  religion  and 


race  is  placing  a national  spotlight  on  the  issue.  Not  all  American 
Indians,  however,  are  on  the  same  side  in  the  debate,  Jacob  Ahtone  is  a 
past  chairman  of  the  Kiowa  tribe  in  Anadarko,  Okla.  In  1997,  he  helped 
dedicate  a statue  of  an  Indian  warrior  on  the  campus  of  Midwestern  State 
University  in  Wichita  Falls.  The  nickname  of  the  school  is  the  Indians.  "I 
don't  object  myself  to  the  use  of  Indian  tribes  (as  sports  nicknames)  or 
Indian  motif  (as  part  of  a sports  uniform),  so  long  as  it  shows  some 
respect,"  he  said.  "If  it's  done  in  that  manner,  they  ought  to  be 
commended  rather  than  criticized." 

Ahtone  said  members  of  the  Kiowa  tribe  performed  ceremonial  dances  for 
Booker  High  School  in  1991  and  reported  favorably  on  the  respect  the 
school  showed  for  its  nickname,  the  Kiowas. 

"Maybe  I'm  in  left  field,"  Ahtone  said.  "I  want  everything  to  be 
authentic,  respectful,  but  those  nicknames  don't  bother  me.  We  have  all- 
Indian  schools  calling  themselves  the  Braves.  In  my  town,  we  have  the 
Anadarko  Warriors,  and  we're  proud  of  them." 

Westover  Park  Intermediate  School  Principal  Lesli  Laughter  was  well 
aware  of  stereotypes  involving  American  Indians  when  her  Canyon  ISD  school 
opened  in  1995.  When  the  school's  sixth-  and  seventh-grade  students  voted 
to  use  Warriors  as  the  school  nickname.  Laughter  telephoned  Texas  Inter- 
-Tribal  Indian  Organization  president  Billy  Turpin  of  Amarillo  for  a 
second  opinion. 

"I  wanted  to  be  very  careful,"  said  Laughter,  now  an  assistant 
superintendent  with  the  Canyon  school  district  after  four  years  as 
Westover's  principal.  "I  contacted  Billy  Turpin  and  asked  his  permission 
to  use  the  warrior.  We  talked  about  how  we  would  present  the  warrior  to 
our  students,  how  we  would  research  the  history  and  culture  of  the  Native 
Americans.  He  seemed  to  like  that."  Turpin,  who  helped  establish  the 
American  Indian  Cultural  Center  at  Amarillo's  Sunset  Center,  said  he  had 
only  one  major  concern  regarding  an  American  Indian  symbol  in  connection 
with  the  school. 

"I  said  that  was  fine  as  long  as  they  don't  make  a big-nosed  cartoon 
character,"  Turpin  said.  "I  said  'If  you  want  to  portray  an  Indian  warrior 
that's  fine,  but  don't  do  it  to  make  us  look  stupid.'  " 

Laughter  said  school  officials  have  worked  hard  to  avoid  any 
stereotyping.  "In  seventh  grade,  the  students  study  Texas  history,  and 
it's  full  of  the  history  of  Native  Americans,"  she  said.  "We  divided  the 
school  into  academic  teams  and  each  selected  a Native  American  tribe;  and 
researched  them  and  looked  for  role  models  and  heroes  and  people  who  made 
a difference  in  our  culture.  We  have  worked  hard  to  make  sure  the  warrior 
symbol  is  something  that  is  honored  at  our  school."  Cornel  Pewewardy,  a 
professor  of  multicultural  education  at  the  University  of  Kansas,  is  not 
among  those  applauding  the  effort. 

"Indigenous  peoples  would  never  have  associated  the  sacred  practices  of 
becoming  a warrior  with  the  hoopla  of  a pep  rally,  half-time  entertainment 
or  being  a sidekick  to  cheerleaders,"  he  wrote  in  a summer  report  for  The 
Educational  Forum.  "Because  racial  stereotypes  play  an  important  role  in 
shaping  a young  person's  consciousness,  this  in  authentic  behavior  makes  a 
mockery  of  indigenous  cultural  identity  and  causes  many  young  indigenous 
people  to  feel  shame  about  who  they  are  as  human  beings."  "Even  if  well- 
intentioned  people  proved  successful  at  honoring  Native  American  culture 
through  a sports  nickname,"  Pewewardy  contends,  "the  opposing  teams  are 
sure  to  play  up  the  age-old  stereotypes."  Good  or  bad,  American  Indian 
nicknames  are  scattered  throughout  the  Panhandle  area. 

West  Texas  High  in  Stinnett  is  home  to  the  Comanches.  Friona  has  the 
Chieftains.  Quanah  has  the  Indians.  Supporters  might  claim  the  teams  honor 
a culture  with  their  fighting  spirit;  critics  wonder  why  no  school  is 
nicknamed  the  Anglos. 

Dr.  David  Rausch,  an  assistant  professor  of  political  science  at  West 
Texas  A&M  University  in  Canyon,  has  a slightly  different  take  on  the  issue 
He  wonders  if  the  average  person  sees  any  connection  between  the 
Washington  Redskins  and  American  Indians. 

Is  a Washington  Redskin  just  a football  player,  offering  no  reflection 
on  any  race  of  people? 

If  a name  change  is  necessary  for  the  Washington  football  team,  Rausch 


has  a suggestion. 

"How  about  the  Washington  Methodists?"  he  asked. 

That,  of  course,  would  spark  a whole  new  debate. 
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Census  Bureau  launching  huge  ad  campaign 
By  Daniel  Grebler 
c.  Reuters 
10/26/99 

NEW  YORK,  - In  an  effort  to  reach  the  millions  of  Americans  who  fail  to 
respond  to  its  once-in-a-decade  effort  to  count  the  U.S.  population,  the 
Census  Bureau  is  launching  its  biggest-ever  advertising  campaign,  with  a 
budget  of  $167  million. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Bureau  will  unveil  the  multicultural,  multilingual 
advertising  in  the  campaign,  which  will  include  television,  radio  and 
print  ads  in  English  and  17  other  languages. 

They  will  especially  target  Hispanics,  black  Americans,  Asian  and 
Pacific  Islanders,  American  Indians,  Alaska  Natives  and  other  ethnic 
groups  who  have  failed  to  respond  to  the  bureau's  mailed  surveys  in  past 
census  years.  The  campaign,  led  by  Young  & Rubicam  Inc.  , will  start  early 
next  month  and  run  through  May  2000. 

According  to  the  Bureau,  there  has  been  a steady  decline  in  household 
response  rates,  which  have  fallen  from  78  percent  in  1970  to  65  percent  in 
1990,  when  the  last  census  was  held.  Based  on  those  rates,  the  Bureau's 
Census  2000  plan  anticipates  a drop  in  the  response  rate  to  61  percent, 
leaving  an  estimated  42  million  households  to  be  canvassed  door-to-door. 

The  theme  of  the  advertising  spots  is  the  tagline:  "This  is  your  future. 
Don't  leave  it  blank."  It  will  be  modified  slightly  for  different  ethnic 
groups.  For  example,  spots  targeted  at  black  Americans  and  Asian  Americans 
will  read:  "This  is  our  future.  Don't  leave  it  blank."  For  American 
Indians,  the  pitch  is:  "Generations  are  counting  on  this.  Don't  leave  it 
blank. " 

In  addition  to  Young  & Rubicam,  participating  agencies  and  the 
population  segments  they  will  target  are:  G+G  Advertising,  of  Albuquerque 
(American  Indian/Alaskan  Native);  The  Bravo  Group  (Hispanic);  The 
Chisholm-Mingo  Group  (black  American,  Haitian  and  Caribbean);  and  Kang  & 
Lee  Advertising,  Inc.,  of  New  York  (Asian  and  Pacific  Island). 

There  will  be  more  than  130,000  announcements  in  17  languages,  11  of 
which  are  Asian  --  Chinese  (Mandarin  and  Cantonese);  Korean,  Vietnamese, 
Tagalog  (Philippines);  Asian  Indian  (Hindi,)  Japanese;  Cambodian;  Thai; 
Hmong  (Cambodia);  and  Laotian.  Additional  languages  are:  Creole,  French, 
Arabic,  Polish  and  Russian,  as  well  as  Spanish. 

The  campaign  emphasizes  that  Census  data  can  affect  the  annual 
allocation  of  more  than  $185  billion  in  federal  funds  and  impact  decisions 
by  state,  local  and  tribal  governments  on  new  schools,  hospitals,  roads 
and  community  centers.  The  data  also  determine  congressional  districts. 

In  the  1990  census,  the  Bureau  relied  entirely  on  free  public  service 
announcement  ads,  which  were  not  always  targeted  where  most  needed,  and, 
like  most  public  services  ads,  were  often  broadcast  when  few  people  were 
likely  tuned  in. 

Nearly  $103  million  of  the  total  budget  is  earmarked  for  media  purchases 
a spokesman  said.  The  funds  are  targeted  at  those  who  are  "most  likely  to 
respond,"  a middle  group,  the  "undecided,"  and  the  last  group  --  which  the 
Bureau  describes  as  the  "least  likely  to  respond." 

"Unlike  most  advertising,  which  is  pitched  to  the  most  likely  to  respond 
this  campaign  is  significantly  pitched  to  those  least  likely  to  respond. 


The  market  is  everybody/'  said  David  Hoffman,  a spokesman  for  the  Census 
Bureau . 
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Original  Native  American  Documents  To  Go  Online 
By  Dean  Cleveland 
c.  UniSci 

A grant  to  digitize  some  1,000  original  documents  and  visual  images 
relating  to  Native  Americans  of  the  Southeastern  United  States  will 
revolutionize  access  to  the  vulnerable  materials,  increasing  usage  by 
everyone  from  scholars  to  school  children.  The  project,  while  limited  by 
geography  and  time  period,  is  of  national  significance,  said  Bob 

Henneberger  of  the  University  of  Georgia  Libraries,  who  will  head  the 

project . 

"The  importance  of  native  tribes  in  the  early  history  of  America  has 
been  universally  acknowledged,  but  primary  sources  remain  scarce, 
especially  for  students  below  the  college  level  and  for  the  general  public, 
" Henneberger  said.  "The  documents  selected  for  this  project  serve  to 
communicate  to  the  modern  reader  how  Native  Americans  viewed  the  European 

settlers  as  fellow  human  beings,  both  positively  and  negatively,  from  the 

first  contacts  to  the  point  when  they  were  forcibly  removed  from  their 
lands . " 

The  $330,000  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services 
goes  to  the  University  of  Georgia,  the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville 
Libraries,  the  Frank  H.  McClung  Museum  and  the  Tennessee  State  Library  and 
Archives.  The  selected  documents  represent  the  most  significant  holdings 
from  each  collection  and  range  in  date  from  the  mid-18th  century  to  1842. 

Although  the  primary  focus  of  these  collections  is  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
other  tribes  are  represented,  such  as  the  Seminole  and  the  Creek.  The 
documents  include  treaties,  letters  from  tribal  members,  letters  to  the 
tribes  from  state  representatives,  military  orders  regarding  Native 
Americans  and  the  first  18  months  of  the  first  newspaper  published  in  a 
Native  American  language,  the  Cherokee  Phoenix. 

"Original  manuscript  material  of  this  type  and  from  this  time  period 
generally  exists  only  in  paper  form,  buried  within  vaults  and  closed 
stacks,  available  only  to  the  persistent  researcher,"  Henneberger  said. 
"Digitization  of  these  materials  will  provide  Web  access  to  a 
substantially  larger  audience,  including  many  groups  which  have  never 
before  had  opportunities  to  use  these  documents,  or  even  have  known  of 
their  existence." 

The  documents  and  images  will  be  mounted  on  GALILEO,  a web-based 
database  server  sponsored  by  the  University  System  of  Georgia  Board  of 
Regents  and  available  in  academic,  public  and  school  libraries  throughout 
Georgia . 

"Individually,  most  documents  are  relatively  brief,  from  one  to  ten 
pages  in  length,  but  collectively  they  form  a rich  corpus  capable  of 
supporting  any  level  of  research  or  educational  outreach,"  Henneberger 
said.  "The  greatest  wealth  and  significance  of  these  documents  extends 
beyond  traditional  political  and  diplomatic  history  into  the  daily  lives 
of  Native  Americans  and  their  new  European  neighbors.  The  documents  in 
these  collections  testify  to  the  richness  and  continued  viability  of 
Native  American  culture  even  as  it  was  encroached  upon  and  eroded  by 
European  settlement.  Letters  of  complaint  to  white  government  officials 
from  Native  Americans  demonstrate  their  ability  to  contend  with  and 
manipulate  European  institutions  with  a resourcefulness  that  belies  the 
common  stereotypes  of  'Indians'  as  violent  savages  or  helpless  victims." 


Pant  of  the  project  will  be  to  establish  the  best  practices  and  methods 
of  scanning  and  converting  materials  to  digital  form.  A guide  will  be 
produced  which  can  be  used  by  other  libraries  and  museums.  The  University 
of  Georgia  Libraries  have  already  made  significant  progress  toward 
improving  access  to  special  collections  through  digitization.  Ongoing 
projects  will  digitize  image  collections,  manuscripts  from  early  Georgia, 
Georgia  newspapers  and  the  100  most  important  books  in  Georgia  history  and 
culture. 

The  most  popular  collection  featured  on  the  University  of  Georgia 
Libraries  web  site  is  the  rare  map  collection,  which  averages  more  than  40, 
000  hits  per  week. 

"Our  prediction  is  that  'Southeastern  Native  American  Documents,  1763- 
1842'  will  have  at  least  as  great  an  impact  as  our  rare  map  collection," 
Henneberger  said. 
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Land  disputes  divide  residents,  tribes 
By  3 AMES  M.  ODATO 
c.  Times  Union 
October  24,  1999 

Indians  and  landowners  pressure  the  state  to  resolve  claims  over  illegal 
property  deals  made  200  years  ago 

Every  year.  New  York  honors  200-year-old  land  deals  with  Native  Americans 
by  sending  Iroquois  nations  $29,034,  plus  a few  tons  of  salt.  The  payment 
compensates  the  Indians  for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  that  now 
make  up  dozens  of  towns,  villages  and  cities  across  upstate  New  York. 

But  those  land  deals  and  many  more  like  them  were  illegal,  according  to 
the  nation's  highest  court.  And  now  New  York  taxpayers  owe  the  Iroquois 
millions  of  dollars  --  or  perhaps  even  billions  --  in  cash  and  property. 

Indians  argued  for  decades  that  they  were  terribly  shortchanged,  and  in 
1985,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  their  favor,  saying  that  the  state 
broke  the  law  in  taking  Indian  lands.  No  longer  is  there  any  question  that 
New  York  taxpayers  will  have  to  atone  for  the  sins  of  their  forefathers. 

Left  unanswered  is  the  cost.  In  an  effort  to  avoid  court  judgments  that 
could  run  into  the  billions  of  dollars,  the  state  is  trying  to  reach  out- 
of-court  settlements  with  various  Indian  nations. 

Land  that  is  now  owned  privately,  and  in  some  cases  has  been  in  a family 
for  generation  upon  generation,  is  being  claimed  by  Indians,  armed  with 
treaties  identifying  the  boundaries  of  their  reservations. 

The  modern  dispute  has  its  genesis  in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th 
centuries,  when  the  state  illegally  struck  deals  with  the  Iroquois,  taking 
millions  of  acres  and  then  selling  the  land  at  a profit  or  doling  it  out 
in  lieu  of  pay  to  the  men  who  fought  the  Revolutionary  War. 

In  many  cases,  the  deals  were  struck  with  chiefs  who  didn't  understand 
the  European  concept  of  land  ownership.  Some  tribal  leaders  thought  they 
were  simply  sharing  their  vast  homelands. 

"When  you  get  to  the  heart  of  the  matter,  no  one  owns  the  land, ' ' said 
lames  Ransom,  land  claim  adviser  and  a Mohawk  who  lives  at  the  St.  Regis 
Mohawk  Reservation  in  Akwesasne,  Franklin  County.  "The  whole  concept  of 
selling  the  land,  from  our  end,  was  a foreign  concept.'' 

In  other  cases,  individuals  without  authorization  to  represent  Indian 
nations  made  pacts  --  essentially  selling  property  that  wasn't  theirs  to 
sell.  And  in  others,  the  state  preyed  on  Indians  who  were  willing  to  sell 
a few  hundred  thousand  acres  for  a few  hundred  dollars.  Over  time,  those 
land  masses  became  the  towns,  cities  and  farms  of  much  of  upstate  New  York. 


To  this  day.  New  York  is  paying  for  some  of  the  land  it  acquired  by 
sending  cash  and  salt  to  Native  Americans.  For  instance,  the  state  sends 
$23,972  annually  to  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation,  a now  landless  clan  of  about 
500  Native  Americans.  That's  the  payment  for  64,000  acres  of  prime  real 
estate  along  the  northern  shores  of  Cayuga  Lake  in  the  Finger  Lakes  region 
New  York  also  sends  $2,430  a year  --  plus  150  bushels  of  salt,  worth  $1, 
845  at  current  market  prices  --  to  the  Onondaga  Indian  Nation,  in  payment 
for  what  is  now  the  city  of  Syracuse  and  some  salt  mines. 

Those  deals  and  others,  according  to  the  1985  Supreme  Court  ruling,  are 
void.  A 1790  law  --  the  Indian  Trade  and  Intercourse  Act  --  enacted  by 
Congress,  and  designed  to  protect  the  Indians  from  land-grabbers,  requires 
federal  approval  of  all  such  transactions.  New  York  never  bothered  to  get 
many  approvals,  perhaps,  some  historians  believe,  because  the  state  knew 
the  federal  government  would  not  condone  such  unfair  transactions. 

After  the  Supreme  Court  decision  gave  them  legal  standing,  two  Indian 
nations  pressed  their  cases  in  New  York  in  court.  Three  others  have 
pending  claims,  and  a fifth  is  developing  a lawsuit. 

"The  only  issue  before  the  court  now  is  how  much  money  the  defendants 
(New  York  and  county  governments)  owe  to  the  tribes  for  not  being  able  to 
use  the  land  for  the  last  200  years, ' ' said  V.  Heather  Sibbison,  special 
assistant  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt.  "If  they  were 
actually  paid  full  value  --  which  they  won't  be  --  it  would  be  billions  of 
dollars . ' ' 

The  state  is  already  on  the  hook  for  reparations  owed  to  the  Cayuga  and 
Oneida  nations,  and  is  facing  claims  from  the  Onondagas,  Mohawks  and 
Senecas.  Those  Indian  nations  represent  five  of  the  six  members  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy,  a once  strong  group  of  tribes  that  controlled 
millions  of  acres  of  New  York  before  European  settlers  began  encroaching 
on  their  territories. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  of  Syracuse  has  ordered  the  state  to 
find  ways  to  resolve  the  Oneida  and  Cayuga  claims,  in  hopes  that  finding  a 
way  to  settle  those  disputes  will  establish  a pattern  for  settling  a rash 
of  others. 

Gov.  George  Pataki  has  set  his  administration  to  the  task  of  attempting 
to  settle  the  land  claims.  If  the  state  settles,  it  almost  certainly  will 
share  liability  with  the  federal  government  --  meaning  the  burden  would  be 
spread  among  taxpayers  nationwide,  not  just  in  New  York.  That's  because 
the  federal  government,  in  an  effort  to  encourage  out-of-court  settlements 
of  land-claim  disputes,  typically  agrees  to  help  states  shoulder  the  costs 

But  critics  say  negotiations  have  been  stymied  by  the  Pataki 
administration's  persistent  efforts  to  bring  unrelated  issues  to  the 
bargaining  table,  such  as  casino  gambling  and  taxation  of  Indian 
businesses . 

Further,  some  observers  speculate  that  Pataki  is  procrastinating  in  an 
effort  to  leave  a no-win  legal,  cultural  and  political  can-of-worms  to  his 
successor.  The  administration  says  it  will  not  comment  on  anything 
regarding  settlement  negotiations. 

"Certainly  Pataki  has  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  state,  but  that 
doesn't  mean  abusing  the  Indians,''  said  William  Starna,  an  Iroquois 
researcher  and  author.  "Every  one  of  these  cases  is  crystal  clear  --  that 
the  state  intentionally  violated  the  Intercourse  Act.'' 

As  the  matter  lingers,  however,  intense  public  controversy  over  the 
issue  has  placed  Indians  and  non-Indians  at  odds,  particularly  around  the 
casino-rich  Oneida  territory.  Historians  and  anthropologists  say  the 
themes  of  racism  and  anti-Indian  prejudice  that  have  followed  the  issue  of 
sovereignty  for  generations  are  surfacing  in  the  land  claim  territories. 

The  governor  is  under  pressure  from  landowners  in  vast  regions  of 
upstate  New  York,  where  thousands  of  voters  want  him  to  affirm  what  they 
see  as  valid  ownership  of  their  property.  At  least  27,000  New  Yorkers  in 
Oneida,  Madison,  Seneca  and  Cayuga  counties  are  targeted  by  Indians  who 
threaten  to  evict  them  from  the  land. 

"Obviously,  there  are  a lot  of  bad  things  that  have  happened  to  the 
Indians  over  the  years, ' ' said  Scott  Peterman,  president  of  Upstate 
Citizens  for  Equality.  But  Peterman  notes  that  the  injustices  suffered  by 
the  Indian  nations  occurred  long  before  he  was  born. 


Peterman's  organization  opposes  any  settlement,  and  also  questions  why 
Indians  --  who  enjoy  the  autonomy  of  being  part  of  a sovereign  nation  yet 
are  still  eligible  to  vote  in  New  York  and  national  elections  --  should  be 
immune  from  state  income  tax  and  exempt  from  many  state  regulations. 

"They  want  the  best  of  both  worlds, ' ' Peterman  said. 

Such  anger  and  bitterness  are  persistent  themes  in  the  dispute. 

"They  (Indians)  are  just  raping  the  state  of  New  York  for  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars.  But  if  we  need  to  litigate,  we  will, ' ' said  Benjamin 
Carroll,  a Cazenovia  a lawyer  representing  some  property  owners  in  Madison 
and  Oneida  counties.  "It's  an  unbelievable  travesty  of  justice.1' 

But  it  is  only  just,  many  Native  Americans  say,  for  New  York  to  be 
penalized  for  breaking  the  law. 

Said  Clint  Halftown,  a 27-year-old  Cayuga  Indian,  whose  tribe  has  no 
land  to  call  its  own:  "New  York  state  has  just  blatantly  ignored  federal 
law  and  that  is  why  they  are  in  the  situation  that  they  are  in.  Why  would 
thieves  get  away  with  stealing  for  200  years?  I hope  there  is  closure  to 
this  in  my  lifetime.  ' ' 

Upset  citizens  are  picketing  Indian  nations  and  pressuring  state  and 
local  elected  officials.  They  say  the  land  claims  are  hurting  real  estate 
values  and  threatening  their  homes.  They  demand  a seat  at  settlement  talks 
and  the  right  to  intervene  in  any  trials.  The  anger  is  causing  many  to 
question  the  constitutionality  of  Indian-run  casinos  or  Indian  tax-free 
status . 

"I'm  beginning  to  feel  like  I'm  not  a citizen  of  the  United  States 
anymore, ' ' said  Michael  Gaiser,  56,  a bed-and-breakfast  operator  and 
farmer  in  the  Oneida  land  claim  area. 

Many  want  the  cases  to  go  to  court,  where  issues  would  be  addressed  by 
juries  almost  certainly  comprised  of  non  Indians. 

The  tribes  prefer  to  stay  out  of  court,  but  they  are  fiercely  fighting 
for  their  land,  using  teams  of  lawyers  to  pursue  damage  awards.  At  stake, 
say  Iroquois  leaders,  is  the  future  of  their  people  and  culture  and  a 
spiritual  essence  that  can't  be  assigned  a dollar  value. 

"No  matter  if  they  had  it  in  their  family  for  two  hundred  years.  We  had 
it  in  our  family  for  two  thousand  years, ' ' said  Joyce  Mitchell,  a Native 
American  and  member  of  the  Mohawk  tribe. 
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LA  FRAMBOISE  ISLAND:  Protesters  vow  to  "keep  the  fire  going" 
http : //www. cap journal . com/ 

Story  by  A1  Lundy 

The  number  of  people  living  at  the  encampment  on  La  Framboise  Island  has 
dropped  to  about  a half  dozen.  Members  of  the  Christian  Peacemaker  Teams 
have  left  for  the  time  being.  Most  of  the  time  since  it  started  on  March 
22,  there  have  been  10  to  15  protesters  living  at  the  camp  which  includes 
a sweat  lodge  and  a sacred  fire.  The  Omaha  District  of  the  US  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  is  in  the  process  of  issuing  another  extension  of  the 
permission  for  protesters  to  live  on  the  island.  (Capital  Journal  photo 
by  A1  Lundy) 

The  protesters  on  La  Framboise  Island  will  once  again  be  given  a 30  day 
extension  of  their  permission  to  camp  on  the  island  as  they  protest  the 
Mitigation  Act.  The  US  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has  allowed  the  protesters 
to  camp  in  the  area  normally  off  limits  to  overnight  recreation. 

"We're  in  the  process  of  preparing  a letter  extending  the  permission  for 
another  30  days,"  said  Maggie  Oldham,  public  affairs  office,  Omaha 
District. 

"As  far  as  I know  we're  not  going  anywhere,"  said  Barry  Cardinal,  a Cree 


from  northern  Alberta,  Canada.  "We're  keeping  the  fire  going  and  just 
being  here." 

Again  last  month,  in  a letter  addressed  to  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  President 
Harold  Salway,  top  officials  of  the  corps'  Omaha  District,  extended 
permission  for  the  camp  on  the  island  until  Oct.  21. 

At  this  point  there  are  about  a half  dozen  campers  on  the  island.  Some 
are  from  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud,  Cardinal  said. 

"Some  of  us  are  younger  and  are  going  back  to  the  traditions,  retaining 
our  culture. 

"I'm  here  now  to  retain  our  way  of  life  which  is  the  land,"  Cardinal 
said.  "We  do  that  with  prayer  and  sweats  and  things  like  that." 

The  camp  was  established  on  the  island  on  March  22  to  protest  the 
Mitigation  Act  which  allows  the  transfer  of  about  158,000  acres  of  land 
held  and  managed  by  corps  along  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Cheyenne  River 
and  Lower  Brule  Sioux  tribes  and  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota. 

The  protesters  have  said  the  transfer  violates  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty 
of  1868. 

The  Mitigation  Act  was  originally  approved  by  Congress  in  October  of 
1998. 

The  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  had  voted  Duly  27  to  amend  the  Energy 
and  Water  Appropriation  Bill  to  provide  for  a repeal  of  the  Mitigation  Act. 

On  Aug.  5,  just  before  adjourning  for  the  August  recess.  Congress  again 
passed  the  Mitigation  Act  through  an  amendment  to  the  Water  Resource 
Development  Act  of  1999. 

When  the  appropriations  bill  was  finally  approved  last  month  the  repeal 
of  the  Mitigation  Act  approved  a year  ago  was  included.  However,  the  Aug. 

5 action  still  stands  and  the  Mitigation  Act  remains  law. 

When  told  the  corps  was  once  again  going  to  grant  permission  for  the 
campers  to  stay  on  the  island.  Cardinal  said,  "We  don't  pay  much  attention 
to  what  they  do . " 

"RE : Message  from  Eddie  Hatcher"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Oct  1999  21:52:23  +0000  (GMT) 

From:  ME  Shaiman  <meshaiman@email . com> 

Subj : Eddie  Hatcher 

Please  post  and  distribute: 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  October  1999  newsletter,  the  first  put  out 
by  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  since  Eddie  was  arrested  early  this 
summer.  His  mother  Thelma  now  has  her  own  email  address,  so  you  can  contact 
her  directly  at  thclark@etinternet.net.  She  also  plans  to  have  a website  up 
for  Eddie  in  the  near  future. 

Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman,  On  Indian  Land  Newspaper 

A MESSAGE  FROM  EDDIE  HATCHER 

The  Night  They  Murdered  Harvey  Lee  Green 

by  Eddie  Hatcher 

I have  been  through  about  four  executions  at  Central  Prison  in  Raleigh, 
NC,  but  I think  and  feel  that  the  execution  of  Harvey  Green  was  one  of  the 
most  stressful  and  frustrating  yet.  As  with  all  executions,  the  air  in 
Central  Prison  becomes  filled  with  tension  and  apprehension  usually  the 
Monday  preceding  the  Thursday  night  execution.  The  only  difference  this 
time  was  the  suddenness  of  reality. 

By  Monday  morning  at  breakfast,  the  moods  of  most  convicts  had  quickly 
become  solemn.  The  first  line  of  communication  was  the  question,  "Has 
anybody  heard  if  the  courts  have  stated  Harvey's  execution?"  While  Sunday 
had  consisted  of  loud  card  games  and  slamming  dominoes  at  the  tables, 
Monday's  cards  began  popping  the  table  a little  softer.  The  slam  began  to 
give  way  to  just  laying  the  dominoes  in  place.  The  loud  conversations 
across  the  tables  began  to  change  to  quiet  attention  being  paid  to  the 
news  programs,  all  in  anticipation  of  hearing  the  words,  "The  Supreme 
Court  today  issued  a stay  in  the  execution  of  Harvey  Green."  Everyone  hung 
on  to  the  hope  that  it  would  come. 


Tuesday,  names,  a convict  who  had  just  won  a new  trial  and  came  off  of 
death  row,  saw  Harvey  in  the  jail  coming  from  the  nurses'  station.  He  said 
Harvey  looked  and  acted  in  good  spirits  and  said  he  was  still  hoping  for  a 
stay.  We  both  then  stood,  looking  into  space.  I asked  if  he  thought 
something  was  going  to  jump  off  if  they  carried  it  out.  He  said,  "You  know 
how  well  Harvey  is  liked  by  everybody."  We  both  agreed  that  the 
Administration  had  to  be  a little  concerned  that  the  situation  was  a time 
bomb,  ready  to  explode.  On  Wednesday,  I saw  Harvey  coming  back  from 
visiting  with  one  of  his  lawyers.  He  smiled  and  raised  a clutched  fist 
shouting,  "You  alright  Hatcher?"  That  was  Harvey.  Wanting  to  know  if 
everyone  else  was  alright.  I got  to  know  Harvey  back  when  I worked  death 
row  in  '89  and  '90.  By  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  entire  prison  was  almost 
quiet.  Even  most  of  the  staff  had  solemn  expressions  and  little  to  say.  I 
don't  normally  go  to  supper  but  I did  on  Wednesday.  On  the  way  back,  the 
Lieutenant  was  in  the  hall  and  I asked  if  they  had  moved  Harvey  down  to 
the  death  house  yet.  He  gave  some  cocky  grin  and  said  he  didn't  know,  like 
I wouldn't  find  out  in  the  next  10  minutes.  When  I got  down  to  the  block, 
one  of  the  few  decent  Officers  was  standing  at  the  canteen  so  I asked  him. 
He  said  they  had  just  moved  Harvey,  right  before  we  got  back.  He  said,  "I 
shook  his  hand  and  thanked  him  for  always  keeping  it  real."  He  was  sincere 
While  some  of  the  guards  openly  voice  their  opinions  of  how  quick  and  how 
cruel  executions  should  take  place,  there  are  a few  who  don't  support  the 
death  penalty.  It  just  disgusts  me  that  their  jobs  take  precedence  over 
their  beliefs  and  principles.  This  weakness  disgusts  me. 

Thursday  morning  you  could  see  the  heavy  presence  of  extra  guards.  In 
every  unit  more  guards  were  everywhere.  An  Officer  told  me  they  were 
really  gearing  up  in  case  any  problems  jumped  off.  But  even  the  threat  of 
force  didn't  deter  acts  of  protest  beginning  early  in  the  day.  Right 
before  lunch  a fire  alarm  sounded  at  OC-2,  the  main  control  headquarters. 
Location  of  the  fire  --  D block  east.  Why  did  it  happen  to  be  my  block,  an 
arena  where  my  name  is  always  at  the  top  of  any  investigation  list.  Two 
Sergeants  and  four  guards  rushed  into  the  block,  peeping  and  looking  in 
every  cell.  No  convict  budged  from  whatever  it  was  they  were  doing  prior 
to  the  unwelcome  intrusion  of  the  police.  I guess  the  alarm  sent  the 
antennas  up  because  shortly  after  the  first  alarm,  the  Lieutenant  came 
into  the  block  to  make  an  announcement.  A speech.  He  wanted  to  inform  all 
of  us  that  the  state  intended  to  go  through  with  the  murder  of  Harvey 
Green  and  any  forms  of  protest  would  be  met  with  swift  and  forceful  action 
It  sounded  like  a threat  to  us  so  I immediately  asked  him,  "So  what  are 
you  saying?  Do  we  need  to  strap  up  or  what?"  Strap  up  means  to  get  your 
knife,  your  shank,  etc.  He  looked,  gazed,  then  quickly  exited  the  block. 

The  Lieutenant's  threats  obviously  only  enraged  us  as  about  50  minutes 
later  the  alarms  sounded  again,  this  time,  becoming  necessary  to  clear  the 
block.  The  smoke  from  a crudely  constructed  smoke  bomb  blazing  next  to  the 
rubber  sole  of  a tennis  shoe  creates  a hell  of  a smoke  cloud,  unbearable 
to  the  eyes  and  respiratory  tract.  After  a half  an  hour,  I heard  the  words 
I knew  were  coming,  "LOCKDOWN!  The  Warden  said  to  lock  it  down!"  This  let 
me  know  that  the  block  I was  in,  my  block,  my  boys,  were  not  the  only 
protesters  in  Central  Prison  or  the  Warden  would  not  have  called  a 
lockdown.  After  everyone  was  locked  down  in  their  cells,  the  investigation 
began.  Two  by  two  we  were  led  out  to  the  Lieutenant's  office  to  be 
questioned  as  to  "what  we  knew"  about  the  fire.  Naturally,  I was  the  last 
one  to  go.  As  I walked  up  the  stairs  a convict  who  works  the  hall  said, 
"Ya'll  burning  it  down  ain't  you  Hatcher."  I smiled.  I walked  in  the 
office  and  sat  down  while  the  Lieutenant  looked  straight  ahead  like  he  was 
in  some  kind  of  fog.  By  this  time,  several  investigative  conferences  had 
occurred,  including  Associate  Warden  McCabe  and  Warden  Lee.  Rising  from 
his  chair,  still  looking  foggy,  straight  ahead,  the  Lieutenant  began,  "We 
know  you  didn't  strike  the  match.  And  we  know  you  probably  didn't 
construct  the  thing.  But  we  know  you  are  behind  the  whole  damned  thing." 

As  he  clinched  his  fists,  both  of  them,  shaking  them,  looking  straight 
ahead  at  the  wall,  glassy  eyed  he  looked  almost  like  Freddy  Kruger,  and 
said,  "Hatcher,  you  just  have  so  much  influence!"  I felt  like  I was 
witnessing  an  actual  breakdown  in  progress  firsthand.  I wondered  if  he  was 
going  to  do  "The  Postal  Thing"  but  quickly  realized  there  were  no  guns 


around.  Relief!!  Had  it  not  been  so  touching,  I would  have  busted  out 
laughing.  I mean,  he's  not  a bad  Lieutenant  but  aye,  he's  the  police.  I 
didn't  know  exactly  what  to  say  that  would  please  him  so,  with  a sheepish, 

half  grinning  expression  I said,  "No  I don't  Lieu."  I hoped  this  would 

take  the  edge  off  what  looked  like  a serious  job-related  down  moment.  He 
just  kept  shaking  his  fists  and  his  head,  saying,  "yes  you  do,  yes  you  do, 
yes  you  do."  He  would  shake  his  head  yes,  and  I would  shake  my  head  no, 
both  in  unison,  him  saying  "yes  you  do"  and  me  saying,  "no  I don't."  He 
told  me  they  couldn't  write  me  up  because  nobody  would  tell  on  me,  which 
was  their  biggest  disappointment.  They  are  terrorized  of  a convict  who  no 
one  will  snitch  on.  To  them,  it  shows  power.  To  us,  it  shows  respect. 

About  7:30  p.m.  after  the  chaos  had  died  down,  all  of  the  cell  doors 
opened  and  the  lockdown  was  lifted.  I guess  they  figured  we  had  protested 
enough  so  they  needed  to  devote  their  staff  and  energy  to  other  blocks  who 

hadn't  started  so  early.  We  all  stay  tuned  to  radio  news  and  TV  hoping  to 

get  some  word  that  a stay  had  been  granted.  At  about  8:30  p.m.,  they  put  a 
police  in  the  block.  He  appeared  extremely  nervous  and  tried  to  look 
invisible  but  that  was  out.  I stood  at  the  window  looking  at  all  of  the 
blue  lights  and  TV  trucks  pull  in  as  the  vigil  protesters  gathered.  I 
heard  someone  say,  "How  are  you?"  and  as  I turned  and  realized  it  was  the 
guard,  I snapped,  "I  ain't  worth  a damn.  How  are  you?"  He  didn't  know 
whether  to  flee  or  talk  but  he  put  on  a smile  and  said,  "My  first  day  back 
in  NC,  do  you  know  the  first  face  I saw  in  the  news?"  I said,  "Let  me 
guess.  Me!"  He  said  he  had  followed  me  over  the  years,  but  never  thought 
he's  meet  me.  I was  sure  he  had  been  advised  to  watch  me  closely  so  he  was 
trying  to  get  a feel  of  what  frame  of  mind  I was  in.  I quickly  walked  off 
and  left  him  standing  there.  They  have  never  been  able  to  figure  me  out. 

At  10:30  p.m.,  it  was  lockdown  for  the  night.  That's  why  they  have 
executions  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  As  I stood  in  my  cell  looking  out 
the  window  I could  see  the  crowd  getting  larger.  Dames  yelled  down  to  me 
that  he  had  never  seen  as  many  people  at  a vigil.  About  11  p.m.  he  yelled 
down  again,  "Eddie,  do  you  see  Dr.  Death  going  across  the  parking  lot  in 
the  trenchcoat?"  Dr.  Death  is  the  Doctor  who  brings  the  vials  of  poison  in 
a briefcase  that  would  be  used  to  kill  Harvey.  We  watched  as  he  walked 
across  the  parking  lot  and  entered  the  door  to  the  death  house.  The 
closest  thing  I've  seen  to  the  Priest  standing  in  a black  trenchcoat 
outside  the  Georgetown  House  in  "The  Exorcist."  A few  minutes  later,  two 
cars  pulled  up  and  we  assumed  it  was  members  of  the  family  who  came  to 
watch  the  murder.  Everything  was  pretty  much  quiet  until  they  came 
storming  into  my  cell  at  about  11:45  p.m. 

My  door  opened  and  a Sergeant  and  two  guards  came  rushing  in.  They  told 
me  to  turn  around  so  they  could  cuff  me.  The  guard  who  had  been  in  the 
block  and  had  been  standing  right  outside  my  door  asked  what  the  problem 
was  and  the  Sgt.  said  I had  been  yelling  out  the  window.  The  guard  glared 
his  eyes,  like  he  had  a problem  also  with  what  was  happening  and  said, 
"Hatcher  hasn't  yelled  out.  I've  been  standing  right  here."  They  ignored 
this  and  quickly  escorted  me  out.  I was  taken  to  the  belly  of  the  beast... 
Unit  one... The  maximum  lockup  unit.  I was  met  by  at  least  10  guards  who 
quickly  took  me  outside  to  the  cages.  The  recreation  yard  on  Unit  I 
consists  of  dozens  of  6x8  chain  link  cages  where  convicts  are  locked 
inside  and  told  to  exercise.  They  opened  one  of  the  cages,  took  me  inside, 
then  Sgt.  Burrows  ordered,  "Put  him  in  full  restraints."  They  wrapped  a 
heavy  chain  around  my  waist  and  hooked  it  behind  my  back,  along  with  my 
wrists  and  cuffs,  to  a black  metal  box,  then  placed  a padlock  through  the 
box,  which  prevents  any  movement.  Then  they  put  ankle  chains  on  me.  I was 
then  forced  to  the  cold,  damp  cement,  with  my  arms  and  hands  chained 
behind  my  back,  and  forced  to  lay  flat  on  my  stomach.  I only  had  on  a thin 
t-shirt  and  this  was  the  coolest  night  yet  at  48  degrees.  After  the  side 
of  my  face  and  head  was  flat  on  the  cement,  Sgt.  Burrows  told  me  if  I 
moved,  I would  be  maced.  I attempted  to  tell  him  how  I could  not  lay  in 
that  position  due  to  a dislocated  elbow  and  the  cold  clement  would  make  me 
sick  since  I have  a weakened  immune  system.  Before  I could  finish,  the  Sgt. 
told  me  to  shut-up  or  he  would  spray  me  with  mace  and  I better  not  move. 
They  exited  the  cage  and  locked  the  doors.  It  took  only  a few  minutes  to 
realize,  "Hey,  I can  see  the  moon.  It's  almost  full."  This  was  really  a 


treat  I thought , as  I had  not  been  able  to  see  the  moon  for  months.  I had 
gone  almost  8 years  before  without  seeing  the  moon  and  didn't  realize  how 
much  I missed  it.  Seeing  the  moon  on  this  night  quickly  elevated  the  agony 
of  being  hogtied  with  chains  and  locked  in  a dog  pen,  as  we  call  them. 

I had  been  laying  on  the  cement  for  about  30  minutes  when  they  came  out 
with  a guy  from  death  row.  I wondered  what  he  was  accused  of  doing.  They 
took  him  to  a cage  two  cages  from  me  and  began  the  routine ...  chains,  leg 
irons,  etc.  Then  they  literally  threw  his  small  frame  to  the  cement  and 
gave  him  the  same  lecture  about  not  moving  and  being  sprayed  with  mace.  As 
soon  as  they  exited  his  cage,  he  asked,  "Why  have  I got  to  lay  like  this?" 

He  must  have  not  noticed  the  moon  and  I wanted  to  tell  him  but  I was 

quieted  by  Sgt.  Burrows  shouting,  telling  him  he  better  shut-up  and  not 
move  or  he  would  be  sprayed. 

The  sight  of  the  moon  helped  ease  the  freezing  shivers  that  by  now  had 
my  legs  shaking  and  the  pain  shooting  through  my  left  arm.  I guess  the 
convict  from  death  row,  whose  name  I learned  is  Dwight  Robinson,  couldn't 
resist  and  he  moved  slightly,  raising  a few  inches,  to  rest  more  on  his 
side.  Sgt.  Burrows  and  an  officer  quickly  unlocked  his  cage,  knelt  down, 
pulled  his  head  over,  and  both  Burrows  and  the  guard  began  spraying  mace 
directly  in  Robinson's  face.  Both  cans  no  more  than  two  inches  from  his 
face.  I kept  waiting  for  Robinson  to  yell  or  do  something,  but  he  never 

did.  He  never  spoke.  Never  moved.  They  sprayed  the  mace  so  long,  Sgt. 

Burrows  even  stopped  at  one  point,  shook  his  can,  then  continued  spraying 
until  both  cans  were  empty.  Still,  Robinson  made  not  a sound. 

After  they  had  emptied  their  cans  of  mace,  they  snatched  Robinson  up, 
heading  toward  the  door  to  the  building.  As  they  walked  they  yelled  at 
Robinson,  ordering  him  to  walk.  I wondered  how  they  expected  him  to  be 
able  to  walk  with  his  eyes  full  of  mace.  As  soon  as  they  entered  the 
building  I heard  Robinson  falling  down  the  stairs,  no  doubt  pushed,  all  in 
full  restraints,  then,  almost  instantly,  I heard  blow  after  blow  making 
contact  with  his  body.  Finally,  Robinson  was  speaking  but  not  words... It 
was  yells  and  screams.  Each  scream  bellowed  pure  agonizing  pain.  All  I 
could  do  was  listen.  My  thoughts  were,  "How  could  these  people  be  this 
blatant,  this  stupid,  to  do  these  things  to  us  and  do  this  to  Robinson 
right  in  front  of  me?"  Power  blinds  and  these  state  paid  employees 
exemplified  blind  power  this  night  like  I have  not  seen  in  a while. 

I finally  knew  the  execution  must  have  been  almost  over  when  I overheard 
one  of  the  young,  punk  guards  say,  "Well  I wonder  if  old  Harvey  is  crying 
about  now?"  About  20  minutes  later  they  unlocked  my  cage,  took  me  out,  and 
put  me  on  lockup. 

The  following  day  I was  informed  that  I was  on  lockup  for  calling 
Associate  Warden  McCabe  "a  sorry  SOB."  Well,  I don't  really  have  a problem 
with  that  because  he  is  a sorry  SOB,  plus  some,  but  the  problem  is,  I 
hadn't  seen  McCabe  the  night  of  the  execution. 

I now  sit  in  lockup,  23  hours  a day,  for  60  days  and  loss  of  God  knows 
what,  but  there  is  a consolation  to  all  of  this.  Many  of  the  guards  are 
cheering  me  on,  as  they  too  say  McCabe  is  a sorry  SOB.  They  whisper  to  me, 
"Hatcher,  if  you  need  anything,  let  me  know."  and,  "You  only  told  the 
truth  Hatcher."  I am  almost  ready  to  shout,  "Okay... I did  it.  I called 
McCabe  the  sorry  SOB  that  he  is." 

I never  realized  how  hated  McCabe  really  is.  Not  as  much  by  convicts, 
but,  by  his  officers.  It's  kind  of  pitiful.  I wonder  where  McCabe  will  be 
during  the  two  executions  that  are  scheduled  for  next  month.  Lord,  I just 
hope  it's  a full  moon  again. 

I've  found  since  that  night  that  Sgt.  Burrows,  Lieutenant  Signal  and 
other  guards  on  Unit  I regularly  mace  and  beat  convicts  after  they  are  in 
full  restraints.  Please  call,  fax,  and  write  the  following  people  and 
Human  Rights  Organizations  and  ask  that  the  brutality  and  abuse  taking 
place  at  Central  Prison  be  investigated.  Also  write  the  following  North 
Carolina  senators  and  demand  public  hearings  into  these  abuses  at  Central 
Prison  that  are  taking  place  on  a daily  basis.  We  desperately  need  your 
help . 

Senator  Frank  Balance 
PO  Box  616 


Warrenton  NC  27589 


Senator  Ellie  Kinnaird 
2115  Legislative  Bldg 
16  W.  Hones  St. 

Raleigh  NC  27601 

Senator  Beverly  Perdue 
405  Middle  St. 

New  Bern  NC  28560 

Theodis  Beck,  Secretary 
NC  Dept,  of  Correction 
214  West  Hones  St. 

4201  MSC 
Raleigh  NC  27699 
fax:  (919)  733-4790 

Governor  Him  Hunt 
Office  of  the  Governor 
116  West  Hones  St. 

Raleigh  NC  27603 
fax:  (919)  715-3175 

Human  Rights  Watch 
485  Fifth  Ave 
New  York  NY  10017 

Please  send  a donation  to  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  (address 
below)  to  receive  this  monthly  newsletter.  This  pays  for  the  printing.  You 
will  also  receive  updates  of  the  status  of  my  case.  If  the  money  is 
available  for  printing,  we  will  publish  more  than  monthly. 

If  you  are  in  prison,  just  tell  us  and  we  will  put  you  on  the  mailing  list. 
Hust  please  send  one  stamp  each  month  for  postage. 

If  you  need  to  report  incidents  of  brutality  and  abuse  at  your  prison, 
please  write  up  the  facts  and  get  it  to  us  and  we  will  print  it. 

You  can  write  me  directly:  Eddie  Hatcher,  Central  Prison,  1300  Western 
Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606,  or  if  you  are  in  prison,  write  to  me  at  the  Defense 
Committee . 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  2702,  Pembroke  NC  28372.  Phone: 

(910)  521-8850,  email:  thclark@etinternet.net. 

"RE : Gustafsen  Lake  Continues  to  Haunt  Dosanjh  and  NDP"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Oct  1999  18:05:37  -0500 
From:  HRP  < j rp05@gnofn . org> 

Subj : Gustafsen  Lake  conflict  continues  to  haunt  Dosanjh  and  NDP  (fwd) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  30  Oct  1999  15:34:23  -0700 

The  Martlet,  October  21,  1999. 

University  of  Victoria  Student  Newspaper 

NDP  FACTION  CALLS  FOR  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  AND  DOSANHH 
By  chris  morabito 

The  next  NDP  time  bomb  has  been  lit  from  within  the  party. 

Members  of  the  British  Columbia  NDP  have  joined  ranks  with  federal  NDP 
leader  Alexa  McDonough  by  calling  for  an  independent  public  inquiry  into 
all  events  relating  to  the  1995  conflict  at  Gustafsen  Lake  between  the  400 
RCMP  officers  and  18  First  Nations  protesters. 


The  resolution  passed  by  the  BC  chapter  of  the  New  Democratic  Party 
Socialist  Caucus  also  seeks  an  investigation  of  Attorney  General  and  Human 
Rights  Minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh  for  his  role  in  the  conflict,  and  in  the 
ensuing  four-year  cover-up. 

These  demands  appear  to  be  part  of  a new  strategy  within  the  NDP  to 
"challenge  the  systemic  racism  within  its  party  ranks  and  other  arms  of 
the  government,"  according  to  the  official  resolution,  which  was  released 
to  the  provincial  NDP  caucus  last  week. 

Marcel  Hatch,  a member  of  the  BC  NDP  Socialist  Caucus  steering  committee 
and  a co-chair  of  the  federal  NDP  Socialist  Caucus,  says  the  illegal 
actions  of  the  NDP  and  Attorney  General  in  1995  at  Gustafsen  Lake  "are  the 
biggest  crimes  that  exist  in  Canada,  along  with  and  comparable  in  every 
way  to  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  assassination  of  Dudley  George,  [at 
Ipperwash  in  1995]." 

At  an  NDP  event  this  past  August,  Hatch  says  MLA's  Glen  Clark  and 
Denny  Kwan  avidly  supported  the  Socialist  Caucus  and  its  plans  to  bring 
the  party  back  to  its  traditional  policies.  The  former  premier,  however, 
has  opposed  the  calls  from  labour  leaders  and  student  groups  for  a public 
inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Hatch  says  the  caucus  also  plans  to  make  Gustafsen  Lake  a focus  issue 
from  now  on  by  speaking  about  it  at  public  forums  and  right  into  the 
provincial  NDP  leadership  convention  in  February. 

Noting  that  this  could  put  a dent  in  the  leadership  plans  of  Attorney 
General  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  Hatch  says  that  is  fine  because  Dosnajh's  actions 
in  1995,  and  since,  "prove  that  he  is  ill-qualified  to  serve  in  the  name 
of  a democratic  socialist  government.  He's  ill-qualified  because  he  wants 
to  run  this  province  like  a third-world  dictatorship." 

During  the  summer  of  1995  a group  of  First  Nations  people  held  a sun 
dance  on  Shuswap  territory,  near  100-Mile  House,  in  the  interior  of  BC. 

After  resisting  an  eviction  attempt  by  an  American  cattle  rancher  who 
claimed  ownership  of  the  sun  dance  land,  several  Shuswap  maintained  that 
they,  like  all  native  nations  within  the  provincial  borders  of  BC,  have 
never  ceded  or  sold  any  portion  of  their  territory  to  Canada.  Therefore, 
the  Shuswap  asserted  that  neither  the  provincial  or  federal  governments 
had  the  jurisdiction  to  remove  them  from  their  unceded  territory. 

All  proposals  to  settle  the  conflict  via  third-party  adjudication  were 
rejected  by  both  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  who  instead 
mounted  the  biggest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  to  remove 
the  Native  protesters  from  their  sun  dance  grounds. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"...  expecting  governments  to  safeguard  human  rights,  on  their  own,  even  in 
a democratic  society  as  open  and  tolerant  as  ours,  is  insufficient....  No 
government  wants  to  be  hauled  before  an  international  tribunal  for  failure 
to  live  up  to  its  international  obligations.  Yet,  if  human  rights  guarantees 
are  to  have  any  real  meaning,  alleged  violations  by  a state  must  be 
reviewable  by  an  international  tribunal...." 

Canada's  Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan,  from  a human  rights  conference 
November  1998. 

>From  a story  by  Satya  Das,  of  the  edmonton  journal,  november  28,  1998. 

JURISDICTION  IS  THE  ISSUE,  CANADA'S  LIES  ARE  THE  PROBLEM 
Dan  Miller,  Premier  of  BC:  premier@gov. be . ca 
Dean  Chretien,  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  pm@pm.gc.ca 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  info@chrc.ca 

BC  Human  Rights  Commission  be. human_rights_commission@ag.gov. be. ca 

"RE:  Russell  Means  and  Pictou-Branscombe/Anna  Mae"  

Date:  31  Oct  1999  12:44:30  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Subj : Russell  Means  and  Pictou-Branscombe 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 
http : //www. cap journal . com/ 


Observe  the  above  site  for  full  press  release  announcement 


PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  NOVEMBER  3,  1999 

Press  Conference  at  Federal  Building  ~ Denver,  Colorado 

This  Press  release  is  being  distributed  in  behalf  of 
The  Pictou  Family 

Re:  Announcing  the  assailants  of 
Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 

Presented  by 

Russell  Means  (AIM)  / Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe/ 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Canada  (AFN) 

(AFN)  Formal  Resolution  will  also  be  presented  at  conference 
along  with  other  speakers  and  testimonies 


http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe. html 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  NOVEMBER  3,  1999 
Federal  Building  ~ Denver,  Colorado 

This  Press  release  is  being  distributed  in  behalf  of 
The  Pictou  Family 

Re:  Announcing  the  assailants  of 
Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 

Presented  by 

Russell  Means  (AIM)  / Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe/ 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Canada  (AFN) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To:  All  Press  and  Media  dateline  10/30/99,  Denver,  Co. 

PRESS  CONFERENCE 

Date:  Wednesday,  November  3,  1999  Time:  12:00  -2:00  pm 
Place:  Federal  Building,  Room  239,  1961  Stout  St.,  Denver,  Co. 

Contact:  Royce  White  Calf  Phone:  303-545-9594  Fax:  303-545-9594 

PRESS  RELEASE 

RUSSELL  MEANS  AND  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 
ANNOUNCE  WHO  MURDERED  ANNA  MAE  PICTOU-AQUASH 

A news  conference  is  being  held  at  the  Federal  Building  in  Denver  by 
Russell  Means,  the  American  Indian  Movement  of  Colorado,  and  Robert 
Pictou-Branscombe  to  expose  the  murderers  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash.  Robert 
Pictou-Branscombe  is  a close  relative  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash's.  Anna  Mae  was  an 
American  Indian  patriot  and  a leader  with  the  American  Indian  Movement 
during  the  height  of  disturbances  in  the  early  1970's.  She  was  mysteriously 
murdered  in  1975  and  dumped  along  a lonely  road  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Sioux 
Indian  Reservation.  Her  body  was  found  by  a rancher  who  alerted  the  FBI.  An 
autopsy  was  performed  wherein  the  South  Dakota  coroner  claimed  she  died  of 
exposure. 

Subsequently,  local  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  to  whom  Anna 
Mae  was  a dear  friend  refused  to  believe  the  coroner  and  had  her  body 
exhumed.  Anna  Mae  was  examined  by  a pathologist  from  out  of  state  brought 
in  by  local  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  their  lawyers.  The 
American  Indian  Movement  pathologist  discovered  that  Anna  Mae's  hands  had 
been  chopped  off  by  the  FBI  who  later  claimed  they  needed  to  do  so  for 
identification  purposes,  sending  her  hands  to  Washington,  D.C.  The 


Pathologist  also  discovered  Anna  Mae  had  been  executed  in  a professional 
manner  gangland  style  - shot  with  a bullet  behind  the  ear. 


Two  Federal  grand  juries  have  investigated  Anna  Mae's  murder  and  have 
extensive  heresay  evidence  on  who  the  perpetrators  are.  From  that 
information,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  Anna  Mae  was  kidnapped  from 
Denver,  and  then  executed.  Presently,  the  Denver  Police  have  reopened  the 
investigation  into  Anna  Mae's  kidnapping  and  murder.  Now  Russell  Means  and 
Robert  Pictou-Branscombe  will  expose  the  murderers.  Also,  it  will  be 
explained  why  they  believe  the  FBI  is  complicit  in  the  murder  of  Anna  Mae 
Aquash . 

Announcement:  Resolution  # 18/  99 

Atlantic  Policy  Congress  of  First  Nations  Chiefs  Canada  ~ APC  All  Chiefs 
Meeting,  September  29,  1999  - Tobique,  NB 

The  Formal  Resolution  (in  its  entirety)  will  be  presented  at  the  press 
conference,  and  later  on  this  page  and  in  numerous  publications.  Closing 
statement  of  Resolution  reads:  Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Mi'kmaq, 
Maliseet  and  Passamaquoddy  leaders  support  the  daughters  and  the  cousin  of 
Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  in  their  efforts  to  have  the  known  assailants  of 
their  mother  and  cousin  brought  to  justice  in  the  United  States. 

Note:  At  the  first  week  of  December  99'  the  resolution  will  have  passed 
through  every  tribe/band  and  First  Nations  Chiefs  throughout  every  province 
of  Canada. 


"RE : Second  Week/Peltier  Freedom  Month"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Oct  1999  23:50:56  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Second  week-Peltier  Freedom  Month 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Second  Weeks  program  for  Peltier  Freedom  Month: 

Monday,  November  8,  1999 

SOLIDARITY  WITH  THE  DINEH  OF  BIG  MOUNTAIN 

Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 

12:00  noon-Roberta  Blackgoat  will  do  a prayer  ceremony  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  the  fasters.  She  will  speak  about  the  current  critical  situation  at  Big 
Mountain . 

Roberta  Blackgoat  is  a Dineh  (Navajo)  elder  who  has  resisted  a program  of 
forced  relocation  of  the  sovereign  Dineh  Nation  of  Big  Mountain  since  1977. 
The  traditional  Dineh  people  of  the  Black  Mesa  area  are  subjected  to  a plan, 
which  jeopardizes  their  traditional  way  of  life  and  existence.  After  22 
years  of  struggle  against  the  U.S.  government,  the  BIA,  and  the 
multi-national  Peabody  Coal  Company,  a final  attempt  to  permanently  relocate 
the  last  resistors  will  be  made.  The  date  set  to  forcibly  remove  the 
traditional  men,  women  and  children  from  their  ancestral  lands  is  February 
1,  2000. 

Tuesday,  November  9,  1999 
YOUTH  FOR  JUSTICE 
Location : 

Ellipse  Park  (White  House) 

Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 

11:30  am  - 2pm  Speakers,  Rap,  Hip  Hop,  and  Punk  Rock 

03,  Anishinabe  from  Canada,  took  part  in  the  defense  of  the  Shuswap  Sun 
Dance  ground  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  British  Columbia.  During  the  stand  off,  he 


survived  a military  assault  when  his  truck  hit  a government  land  mine  which 
blew  his  truck  up.  He  was  a recognized  political  prisoner  along  with 
Shuswap  leader.  Wolverine  who  was  recently  released  from  prison. 

Melissa  Copeland  helps  to  coordinate  the  Northern  Maryland  Anti-Racist 
Action  chapter.  Anti-Racist  Action  is  an  organization  dedicating  itself  to 
combating  racism  through  direct  action.  They  confront  racism  on  many  fronts 
including  police  brutality,  the  Klan,  political  prisoners  and  more. 

Blackfire  is  a rock  band  whose  members  are  the  grandchildren  of  Roberta 
Blackgoat,  a Dineh  Big  Mountain  resister.  They  use  their  music  to  raise 
awareness  around  Indigenous  issues  like  Big  Mountain  and  Leonard  Peltier. 
Band  members,  Klee,  Jeneda  and  Clayson  Benally  will  also  speak  on  the  behalf 
of  Leonard  Peltier  and  Indigenous  rights. 

Natay  is  a Dine  Hip  Hop  artist  whose  music  is  inspired  by  his  experiences 
growing  up  in  a traditional  Dine  home  and  later  moving  to  the  city  and 
winding  up  in  prison.  He  uses  his  music  to  positively  influence  young 
people  and  to  raise  awareness  around  Indigenous  issues.  He  is  a dedicated 
supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Warriors  Blood  is  a Mohawk  rap  group  from  Akwesasne.  They  use  their  music 
to  raise  awareness  around  issues  facing  Indigenous  peoples.  They  have 
performed  at  numerous  benefits  to  help  raise  funds  around  important  issues. 
Native  Students  from  the  DC  Art  Institute,  TBA 
2pm-5pm:  Preparation  of  new  fasters.  Singing  and  drumming. 

Wednesday,  November  10,  1999 
"WIPING  OF  TEARS" 

HONORING  FOR  INGRID  WASHINAWATOK,  LAHEENAE  GAY,  AND  TERENCE  FREITAS 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 

11:30  am-2pm  Family  members  of  human  rights  defenders  killed  recently  in 
Columbia  while  supporting  the  Uwa  people  will  take  part  in  a Native  ceremony 
to  honor  their  lives. 

Thursday,  November  11,  1999 
VETERANS  FOR  JUSTICE 
Sponsored  by  VETERANS  FOR  PEACE 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 
9am-2pm 

Speakers  and  book  readings  by: 

Sandy  Whitehawk,  Lakota  from  Rosebud,  carries  the  staff  for  Native  American 
veterans  in  Wisconsin  and  is  a loyal  supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

James  Rayle  is  an  Apache  author,  a Vietnam  Veteran,  and  a long  time 
supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier.  He  will  read  from  some  of  his  writings 
including,  Billy  Running  Dog. 

John  Steinbeck  is  a veteran  and  long  time  supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
Richard  Moser  is  a veteran  and  the  author  of  New  Winter  Soldiers. 

(More  speakers  to  be  announced) 

Friday,  November  12,  1999 
INFORMATION  DISTRIBUTION 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 

Entire  Day:  Information  table  and  distribution  of  literature 

Saturday,  November  13,  1999 
UNITY  DAY 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 


6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 

10am  Thunder  Alliance  caravan  arrives 

10:30am-4pm  Speakers: 

Ramona  Africa,  representative  for  the  MOVE  9 and  the  International  Concerned 
Friends  and  Family  of  Mumia  Abu  Damal, 

Danice  Christensen,  Amnesty  International  - USA 

Keith  Dennings,  President  of  Af rican-American  Human  Rights  Foundation 
Leslie  Feinberg,  National  Peoples'  Campaign 

Frank  Velgara,  national  outreach  coordinator  for  Vieques,  member  of  the 
Working  Group  on  Puerto  Rico  & Amnesty  Pro-Libertad  Campaign 
Representative  for  political  prisoner,  Fred  Hampton  Dr. 

Representative  for  the  Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committee 
Representative  for  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
La  Raza  (invited) 

United  Farm  Workers  (invited) 

Representative  from  Sinn  Fein  (invited) 

School  of  the  Americas  Watch  (invited) 

Representative  from  the  Washington  Kurdish  Institute  (invited) 

Bahktiar  Amin,  Director  of  the  Human  Rights  Alliance  (invited) 

Music : 

Shadowyze  is  a rap  artist  of  Cherokee  and  Creek  descent  and  a member  of  the 
Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Tribe  in  Northwest  Florida  who  writes  music  exposing 
injustices  against  Indigenous  peoples  of  the  Americas.  He  was  recently 
featured  in  Aboriginal  Voices  and  News  From  Indian  Country.  Shadow  Wyze  has 
just  completed  a new  song  about  Leonard  Peltier  and  will  be  debuting  it  in 
Washington  DC. 

Seeds  of  Wisdom  is  a hip  hop  group  made  up  of  young  MOVE  members,  some  of 
whom  are  children  of  political  prisoners  (the  MOVE  9) . Their  politically 
and  spiritually  motivated  lyrics  express  their  vision  of  a better  world. 
Sovereign  Nations  Singers  - Singing  and  drumming 

Sunday,  November  14,  1999 
MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUNDANCE 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square  for  the  Sunrise  Ceremony 
Indoor  Location  TBA  soon  for  the  book  reading 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  led  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse  and  David  Chief 
12:00  - 4:00pm  Book  Reading  from  Leonard  Peltier's  recently  released  book 
Prison  Writings,  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance-location  to  be  announced  soon. 
Readers : 

Harvey  Arden  is  the  editor  of  Leonard  Peltier's  new  book.  Prison  Writings, 
My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance.  He  is  also  the  author  of  Wisdom  Keepers  and 
Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe. 

Susan  Harjo  is  a Cheyenne  writer  and  the  director  of  the  Morning  Star 
Institute . 

Scott  Momaday  (invited-not  confirmed)  is  a Pulitzer  Prize  winning  author 
and  the  founder  and  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  Trust. 

Dimmy  Santiago  Baca  (invited-not  confirmed)  is  a Chicano  poet  who  is  the 
author  of  Immigrants  In  Our  Own  Land,  and.  Working  in  the  Dark:  Reflections 
of  a Poet  of  the  Barrio 

Sherman  Alexie  (invited-not  confirmed)  is  Coeur  d'Alene  author  who  was 
the  writer  for  the  movie  "Smoke  Signals."  He  is  also  the  author  of  best 
sellers.  Reservation  Blues  and  Indian  Killer. 

Traditional  Cultural  Presentations: 

Sovereign  Nation  Singers 
Presensia  Latina  Taino  Dance  Group 

Monday,  November  15,  1999 
INDIGENOUS  VOICES 
Location : 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony 
10am  to  4pm  Speakers: 


Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota  from  the  Green  Grass,  Cheyenne  River 
Reservation,  South  Dakota,  is  the  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Pipe.  He  is  a world 
recognized  Spiritual  Leader  and  he  has  established,  with  other  indigenous 
representatives,  the  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  which  is  celebrated  each 
Dune  21st. 

Lavon  King  is  a resident  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation  and  has  done 
extensive  research  on  treaty  rights.  She  has  used  her  knowledge  to  promote 
Native  sovereignty  and  human  rights. 

Susan  Harjo,  is  a Cheyenne  author.  She  is  working  with  the  Apache 
Survival  Coalition,  an  organization  led  by  San  Carlos  Apache  Elder,  Ola 
Cassador-Davis . The  Apache  Survival  Coalition  advocates  for  the  respect  of 
Apache  Religious  Rights  and  for  the  protection  of  Mount  Graham.  This 
mountain,  which  is  sacred  to  the  Apache  tradition,  is  currently  being 
desecrated  by  the  construction  of  an  astrophysical  complex  which  is  being 
built  by  the  University  of  Arizona,  the  Max  Planck  Institute  (Germany),  the 
Vatican  and  the  Arcetri  Observatory  (Italy). 

Corbin  Harney  is  an  Elder  and  Spiritual  leader  of  the  Western  Shoshone,  a 
Native  people  indigenous  to  Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah,  and  California.  Corbin  is 
the  author  of  The  Way  it  Is:  One  Water,  One  Air,  One  Mother  Earth.  He  does 
extensive  traveling,  educating  people  about  important  environmental  issues 
and  solutions. 

Ben  Carnes  (Chahta  -Choctaw-  Nation)  is  a former  prisoner  and  a recognized 
advocate  of  Religious  rights  for  Native  prisoners.  He  is  the  Founder  and 
director  of  the  Center  for  the  Alliance  of  Sovereign  Native  People,  member 
of  the  National  Native  American  Prisoners'  Rights  Advocacy  Coalition,  of  the 
Interfaith  Council  on  Prison  Ministries  and  representative  of  the  League  of 
Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations.  Ben  is  a long  time  supporter  of  Leonard 
Peltier  and  Standing  Deer  and  a national  spokesperson  for  the  LPDC 
Billy  Tayac,  is  the  hereditary  chief  of  the  Piscataway  First  Nation.  He  is 
the  Co-founder  of  the  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  an 
organization  advocating  self  determination  for  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Currently,  he  is  heavily  involved  with  issues  surrounding  ancestral  burial 
grounds.  Billy  is  a long  time  support  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Bear  Lincoln  (a  Wailaki-Concow  of  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Nation)  is  a 
former  Indigenous  political  prisoner.  A California  judge  recently  dismissed 
the  charges  against  him,  ending  his  four  year  ordeal  in  which  he  was  accused 
of  the  capital  murder  of  a deputy  sheriff.  Now  that  he  is  free.  Bear  Lincoln 
continues  his  struggle  to  expose  police  brutality  and  racism  on  the  Round 
Valley  Indian  Reservation.  He  is  asking  for  an  independent  investigation  on 
the  death  of  his  close  friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters,  killed  by  the  police. 
He  is  also  advocating  for  the  immediate  release  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Delphine  Red  Shirt  is  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  She  is 
the  author  of  Bead  on  an  Anthill:  A Lakota  Childhood  and  she  currently 
writes  a column  called  "Outside  Looking  In"  in  the  Indian  Newspaper  "Indian 
Country  Today".  She  is  the  Chairperson  of  the  NGO,  Committee  on  the 
International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Art  Montour,  is  a Kanienkehaka  (Mohawk)  traditionalist  from  the  Akwesasne 
Mohawk  Territory.  He  took  part  in  the  famous  1990,  standoff  in 
Kanesatake/Oka,  Quebec,  Canada.  The  Mohawks  took  a stand  to  protect  the 
graves  of  their  ancestors  and  their  traditional  land,  which  was  threatened 
by  the  expansion  of  a golf  course.  Similar  to  the  Wounded  Knee  occupation, 
the  Oka  crisis  has  become  a symbol  for  the  indigenous  peoples  from  Canada. 
Art  is  continuing  his  struggle  by  carrying  on  the  Mohawk  tradition  and 
language  and  by  defending  the  sovereignty  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  of  Akwesasne. 
Bobby  Castillo  (Xicano/Apache)  is  an  ex  Marion  Control  Unit  prisoner  who  met 
Leonard  Peltier  in  prison.  Since  his  release,  he  has  committed  himself  to 
advocating  for  other  prisoners  (Leonard  Peltier,  Eddie  Hatcher,  Patrick 
Hooty  Croy,  Ramsey  Muniz,  Luis  Rodriguez,  Fernando  Eros  Caro,  Randy  Reeves, 
etc.).  He  is  the  International  Spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee.  He  has  presented  Leonard's  case  to  the  United  Nations,  the 
European  Parliament,  and  the  Italian  Parliament,  and  was  vital  in  obtaining 
the  European,  Italian  and  Belgian  Resolutions  in  support  of  freedom  for 
Leonard  Peltier. 

Sharon  Venne  is  a Cree  attorney  who  specializes  in  international  law.  She 
is  a representative  of  the  Confederation  of  Treaty  6 First  Nations  and  of 


the  Detcho  Denendeh  provisional  government.  Sharon  is  recognized 
internationally  for  her  work  at  the  United  Nations  - Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Peoples  and  for  the  adoption  of  the  Draft  Declaration  for  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  which  is  still  under  consideration.  She  is  part 
of  the  advisory  board  of  the  LPDC.  (invited-but  not  confirmed) 

Glenn  Morris  (Shawnee)  is  an  attorney  in  international  laws  and  a professor 
of  Political  Science  at  the  Denver  University.  He  is  the  director  of  the 
Fourth  World  Center  for  the  Study  of  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and 
the  coordinator  of  AIM-Colorado . He  has  completed  several  studies  about  the 
rights  of  self-determination  of  .different  Indigenous  Peoples  around  the 
world.  He  is  a member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  LPDC.  (invited-but  not 
confirmed) 

Rolland  Pangowish,  is  an  Anishinabe  from  Canada,  a representative  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations,  and  a long  time  supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier.  He 
is  the  director  of  the  Land  Rights  Unit  for  the  AFN.  He  advocates  for  the 
respect  of  the  different  treaties  signed  between  the  First  Nations  and 
Canada.  He  has  taken  part  and  acted  as  a consultant  in  several  land 
negotiations.  He  is  also  a representative  of  the  AFN  at  the  United  Nations. 
He  will  be  accompanied  by  Audrey  Mayes,  a Mic  Mac  from  Canada  who  is 
currently  the  policy  analyst  at  the  Land  Rights  unit  of  the  AFN. 

(invited-but  not  confirmed) 

Music  by: 

Hesse  Night  Hawk  is  an  Oneida  folk  musician  who  tours  college  campuses 
raising  awareness  about  issues  facing  Indigenous  peoples. 

Paula  Horn,  Lakota,  will  be  doing  a song  to  honor  the  elders.  (Paula 
Horn  is  the  coordinator  of  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day). 

Eagle  Heart  Singers,  Cree  from  Toronto,  Canada 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  31  Oct  1999  19:41:37  -0450 

From:  "Hanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Hanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Quarry,  lames  Lee 

#298-683 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 


Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 
PO  Box  740/3-C 
London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Prinkey,  Robert  Lee 

BV-3474 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Date  of  Birth:  6/25/62 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ancestry:  Idaho  Indian? 


Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel 

Holmes 

#88698 

Turngy  Center  Anex 

Route  One  Only,  TN  37140-9709 


Rednour,  Eddie  Dean 
#196-745 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  10/28/55 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  


Date:  Tue,  26  Oct  1999  07:03:54  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  125 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

[Note  from  Barb  Landis  - in  order  to  keep  with  the  changing  seasons  I'm 
skipping  ahead  to  Oct.  20th  issue  of  the  HELPER.  I lost  some  time  this 
summer,  and  if  I can  get  it  back,  I will  fill  in  the  missing  issues  - 
Sept  15,  22,  29  & Oct.  6 and  13.  Thanks  for  your  patience.  Barb] 
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[PHOTO  W/CAPTION : 

"PUEBLO  WOMEN  IN  NATIVE  DRESS: 

From  scenes  on  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railway  in  New 
Mexico . ] 


THINGS  THAT  NEVER  DIE. 


The  pure,  the  bright,  the  beautiful. 
That  stirred  our  hearts  in  youth. 

The  impulses  to  wordless  prayer. 

The  dreams  of  love  and  truth; 

The  longings  after  something  lost. 

The  spirit's  yearning  cry. 

The  strivings  after  better  hopes  - 
These  things  shall  never  die. 

The  timid  hand  stretched  forth  to  aid 
A brother  in  his  need. 

A kindly  word  in  grief's  dark  hour 
That  proves  a friend  indeed; 

The  plea  for  mercy  softly  breathed, 
when  justice  threatens  high. 

The  sorrow  of  a contrite  heart  - 
These  things  shall  never  die. 

Let  nothing  pass,  for  every  hand 
Must  find  some  work  to  do; 

Lose  not  a chance  to  waken  love  - 
Be  firm,  and  just,  and  true; 

So  shall  a light  that  cannot  fade 
Beam  on  thee  from  on  high. 

And  angel  voices  say  to  thee  - 
These  things  shall  never  die. 

-CHARLES  DICKENS. 


INDIAN  WOMEN. 


The  picture  at  the  head  of  this  column  shows  fairly  well  how  Pueblo 
women  and  girls  dress.  This  is  one  style,  but  there  are  others. 

Note  the  leggings! 

The  writer  has  watched  a Pueblo  woman  in  her  own  home  in  Laguna,  undo 
her  ankle  wrappings,  and  was  surprised  at  the  yards  of  material  wound 
thereon . 

This  garb  of  ignorance  and  darkness  maybe  called  artistic,  but  the 
faces  are  unattractive,  and  lack  intelligence. 

Contrast  these  with  the  countenance  of  culture  and  refinement  shown  in 
the  picture  of  our  Miss  Seonia,  on  last  page.  She  is  from  the  same 
people,  but  has  been  educated  out  and  away  from  home  surroundings . 

She  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  High  School  and  for  over  two  years 
has  been  a teacher  with  us,  carrying  a department  in  the  academic 
section  with  all  its  responsibilities  and  cares. 

Miss  Seonia  was  given  to  Carlisle  by  her  good  parents  to  be  educated. 
Did  they  not  show  tenderest  love  and  most  earnest  desire  to  do  the  best 
thing  for  their  child  when  they  willingly  placed  her  where  the 
advantages  and  opportunities  to  grow  into  the  useful  woman  she  has 
become,  exceeded  those  she  could  possibly  have  at  home? 

Is  she  helping  her  people  or  is  she  not  helping  them  by  remaining  away 
from  them,  when  duty  to  herself  and  to  them  demands  that  she  perform  the 
useful  work  at  hand  and  for  which  she  if  fitted,  the  same  as  the  rest  of 
us  do? 

Does  she  love  her  parents  the  less  for  her  education? 

In  an  interview  with  her  recently  she  spoke  out  most  emphatically  in 
these  words: 

"I  love  my  father  and  mother  more  than  ever." 

"Did  Carlisle  teach  you  to  despise  them?" 

"Never. " 

And  who  can  say  that  she  is  not  able  to  help  them  more,  and  that  her 
influence  for  good  among  her  people  every  time  she  goes  home  for  a 
visit  is  not  infinitely  greater  than  if  she  had  always  remained  at  home 
and  had  a little  education  from  books  carried  to  her  and  served  to  her 
without  the  incentives  and  hopes  and  aspirations  that  come  alone  through 


association  and  environment? 

Poor  deluded  mortals,  who  think  and  preach  that  Carlisle  and  schools 
in  civilization  remote  from  reservations  teach  the  Indian  son  and 
daughter  to  despise  father  and  mother? 
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We  hear  through  Lucy  Cloud  that  Elige  Crow  and  Sarah  Vanacy  ex-pupils 
of  Carlisle  were  married  on  the  fifteenth  instant  in  Michigan,  the  place 
not  given.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crow  expect  to  go  soon  to  the  home  of  the 
former  in  North  Carolina.  The  happy  couple  have  the  congratulations  of 
many  friends  at  Carlisle. 

A large  company  of  Wilson  College  young  ladies  visited  the  school  on 
Monday  evening  on  their  return  from  a day  on  the  Battlefield  of 
Gettysburg.  The  band  played  for  them  and  there  was  an  impromptu, 
literary  and  musical  entertainment  in  their  honor  held  in  Assembly 
Hall.  A sad  ending  to  the  event  was  the  nearness  to  a serous  railway 
accident  on  the  siding  near  Hanover  Street.  The  extra,  by  some 
misunderstanding  ran  into  a cattle  train.  One  coach  was  derailed  and 
thrown  upon  its  side.  There  was  great  excitement,  but  no  one  was 
seriously  injured. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Standing  and  Miss  Burgess  who  returned  this 
week  from  the  Mohonk  Conference,  New  York,  naturally  go  at  their  duties 
in  common  things  reluctantly  after  such  royal  entertainment  as  Mr. 

Albert  K.  Smiley,  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  gives  to  his  400 
guests.  In  addition  to  the  "feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul"  at  these 
gatherings,  there  is  every  elegance  and  luxury  procurable  at  a mountain 
resort  including  free  carriage  and  boat  rides.  There  were  great  people 
present,  but  the  man  who  loomed  up  head  and  shoulders  above  them  all  was 
Ex-Senator  Dawes,  who  fathered  all  Indian  interests  in  Congress  during 
his  many  years  of  service,  and  in  his  old-ager  still  has  the  magnetic 
thrill  in  speech  that  challenges  tides  of  thought  and  turns  the 
machinery  of  the  Indian  mill.  Dr.  Merril  E.  Gates,  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  presided,  and  the  three  days'  Conference  was 
fraught  with  experiences  of  workers  from  the  field  and  interesting 
discussions  of  the  hindrances  to  progress  and  means  to  prevent  them  by 
sages,  eminent  ministers,  editors,  and  lawyers  whose  thoughts  and  opinions 
have  weight.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Wm.  A.  Hones,  was  there, 
and  in  quiet  eloquence  produced  a profound  impression  inspiring  respect  and 
confidence  when  topics  departmental  were  touched  upon.  The 
Commissioner's  hand  is  upon  the  great  lever  that  controls  the  mammoth 
Indian  engine,  and  he  is  running  it  with  care  and  judgement. 

An  Apache  Indian  who  is  living  in  Camden,  N.D.,  writes  thus  to  Captain 
Wheelock  of  the  football  team:  "Dear  Sir:  Allow  one  who  is  of  the 


Apache  tribe  the  great  pleasure  of  congratulations  to  you  and  your 
football  associates.  It  gives  me  untold  pleasure  to  see  year  after  year 
the  progress  of  our  race  in  field  sports,  and  that  by  the  same  attention 
given  to  other  studies  we  may  in  the  near  future  see  the  Indian 
competing  with  his  pale  face  brethren  in  the  foremost  ranks.  And 
Captain,  I hope  that  your  team  my  continue  in  its  good  showing  and  that 
victory  will  perch  upon  the  banner  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Mr.  Henry  Edwin  Burgess,  of  San  Francisco,  visited  his  sister  at  our 
school  on  Sunday.  Mr.  Burgess  has  had  considerable  experience  among  the 
Indians  of  the  plains,  his  father  having  been  agent  for  the  Pawnees 
during  the  boyhood  days  of  the  first  named.  Mr.  Burgess  speaks  the 
Pawnee  language  with  the  fluency  of  a native,  and  can  carry  on  an 
intelligent  conversation  for  hours  with  any  of  the  tribes  of  the  south 
west,  in  the  interesting  sign  language.  In  1875  he  was  inter-tribal 
interpreter  for  the  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes,  Comanches,  Kiowas  and  Pawnees, 
being  employed  by  the  Government  to  assist  in  adjusting  the  deal  which 
the  latter  made  for  the  Pawnees  with  the  tribes  of  the  southwest,  at  the 
time  the  Pawnees  bought  their  present  reservation.  He  was  struck  with 
the  gentlemanly  bearing  and  demonstrativeness  of  our  boys  and  girls  in 
contrast  with  the  taciturn  Indian  youth  he  used  to  see  hanging  around 
the  schools  on  reservations,  in  days  gone  by. 

You  will  have  to  put  a rooster  at  the  head  of  the  HELPER  columns  this 
week,"  said  one  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand. 

"Why  so?" 

"To  crow  for  your  wonderful  football  victory  in  Philadelphia,  over  the 
Pennsylvania  University." 

"Oh,  the  country  is  doing  the  crowing.  We  can  afford  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  DOING.  We  won  a clear,  clean  16  to  the  Pennsylvania  University 
5 last  Saturday,  and  showed  at  every  point,  as  the  game  proceeded,  that 
the  Indians  outclassed  the  big  University  team.  Give  Indians  the  chance 
and  equal  opportunity  with  others  and  they  can  come  into  line  with  them 
in  ANYthing.  So  was  have  always  held. 

The  game  between  Carpenters  and  Harnessmakers  came  off  on  Saturday 
furnishing  any  among  of  fun  for  the  stay-at-homes  from  the  big  game  and 
resulting  in  a victory  for  the  carpenters.  Manager  Garrick  of  the  Kemp 
student  harness  club  addresses  the  others  in  these  words:  "The  showing 
you  made  in  the  Saturday  game  was  very  satisfactory,  the  only  weakness 
being  in  the  line.  We  were  greatly  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  Keiser 
the  famous  leftguard  which  amply  accounts  for  the  weakness  in  our  line." 


Harvest  moon? 

Is  this  Indian  summer? 

"Touchdowns  we  make." 

Leaf  sweepers  are  in  evidence. 

Mrs.  Given  went  to  Philadelphia  on  business  for  the  school,  Tuesday. 

Miss  Campbell  is  off  on  her  annual  leave,  and  taking  a well-earned  and 
much  needed  rest. 

We  play  Dickinson  College  tomorrow,  and  a large  crowd  as  well  as  an 
interesting  game  is  expected. 

Now  that  the  Haskell  Institute  Lawrence,  Kansas  Leader  is  a weekly, 
let  all  of  the  old  Haskellites  and  others  turn  in  and  give  them  a big 
club . 

Some  of  the  Indian  enthusiasts  are  a little  fearful  that  the 
Dickinsonians  will  have  to  enlarge  their  sign  - "Players  wanted"  after 
tomorrow' s game. 

Last  week's  dampness  and  fog  was  very  endurable  in  contrast  with  the 
big  blizzard  in  Montana  which  Mr.  Buck  mentions.  There  is  always 
something  to  be  thankful  for. 

Donas  Metoxen,  of  Oneida,  who  has  played  full  back  formerly,  arrived 
Wednesday  evening  form  his  home  where  he  has  been  spending  a vacation. 
The  boys  gave  him  a warm  welcome. 

Miss  Annie  H.  Stewart,  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  has  come  to  take  Miss 
Ericson's  place  in  the  Sloyd  department.  She  has  been  teaching  in  the 
Chicago  schools. 

Tonight  Mr.  Beitzell  and  Mr.  Taylor;  Mrs.  Eastman  and  Miss  Barclay; 


Misses  Burgess  and  Carter,  attend  the  societies  - Invincibles,  Standards 
and  Susans  in  the  order  mentioned. 

Names  are  coming  in  very  slowly  on  the  prize  offer.  So  small  are  the 
lists  that  any  one  could  begin  NOW  and  easily,  in  fact,  with  half  an 
effort,  secure  enough  to  win  the  twenty-five  dollars. 

Of  the  boys  who  have  enlisted  recently,  John  Ortego  has  been  placed  in 
the  3rd  Cavalry,  Cuba;  Joseph  Flying,  4th  Cavalry,  Manila;  Reuben 
Shoulder,  2nd  Cavalry,  Cuba;  Grover  Cleveland,  5th  Infantry,  Porto  Rico; 
Uriah  Goodcane,  15th  Infantry. 

Among  the  old  time  friends  of  the  school  whom  Mr.  Standing  and  Miss 
Burgess  met  at  Mohonk  was  Miss  Sparhawk,  as  much  interested  as  ever  in 
Indian  education  and  advancement.  She  delivered  a telling  five-minute 
address  on  Friday  evening. 

Director  Wheelock  has  completed  all  arrangements  for  the  grand  concert 
in  the  Carlisle  Opera  House,  Oct.  27th.  Special  excursion  tickets  will 
be  sold  on  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad.  Prof.  Wm.  Paris  Chambers  of  New 
York  City  will  be  the  soloist  on  that  night. 

The  Printers  have  organized  a football  team  which  practiced  yesterday 
noon  for  the  first  time.  They  will  meet  their  old  rivals,  known  as  "the 
gooso  team"  in  the  near  future.  To  make  the  typo  line  more  effective. 
Coach  HELPER  has  placed  all  "devils"  in  the  line  who,  no  doubt,  will 
prove  a "burner"  to  all  "comers." 

D. 

Remember,  the  first  two  figures  of  the  number  on  your  wrapper  refer  to 
the  volume  and  the  last  one  or  two  to  the  number.  As  there  are 
fifty-two  weeks  in  a year,  fifty-two  numbers  make  a volume. 

John  H.  Fry,  Attorney-at-law  of  Lancaster  was  an  interested  witness  of 
the  great  game  Saturday,  and  showed  his  wish  to  continue  his  interest  by 
subscribing  for  the  HELPER,  then  and  there,  through  one  of  our  girls. 

This  is  the  last  of  Volume  XIV.  Next  week  we  begin  Vol.  XV,  Number. 

In  this  connection  we  wish  to  thank  our  many  readers  for  their  kindly 
support  and  for  the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  words  of  cheer  and 
encouragement  received  from  them.  We  wish  to  make  next  year's  volume 
even  better  than  last. 

Quite  a party  of  Carlislers  went  down  to  Philadelphia  to  see  the  game 
on  Saturday  and  helped  the  Indians  "root"  with  a purpose.  The  writer 
heard  hundreds  say  as  they  were  passing  out  that  it  was  the  greatest 
game  they  ever  witnessed,  and  that  is  saying  much  when  the  many 
inter-collegiate  games  that  have  been  played  on  Franklin  Field  are 
considered . 

Don't  let  that  hornet  which  Director  Wheelock  used  as  an  illustration 
last  Sunday  evening,  bother  us.  His  excellent  words  on  the  little 
things  that  pull  us  down  and  which  we  allow  to  hinder  our  progress  are 
worth  considering.  Major  Pratt's  closing  remarks  on  Opportunities 
breeding  opportunities  took  hold  of  his  audience;  and  was  there  ever  a 
greater  truth  uttered  than  Opportunities  breed  opportunities? 

We  have  only  just  heard  of  the  death  of  Annie  Lockwood,  who  passed 
away  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  a few  weeks  since  at  the  Albuquerque 
Government  school.  New  Mexico.  Miss  Annie  has  had  a struggle  for  three 
or  four  years  to  live  and  was  delicate  as  a child,  but  was  always 
cheerful  and  happy.  She  was  a Pueblo  and  one  of  the  sweetest 
characters,  young  or  old,  that  we  have  ever  known.  None  knew  her  but  to 
love  her,  and  all  mourn  the  loss  of  a dear  friend. 

A letter  from  Charles  Buck,  Browning,  Montana,  says  that  they  have  had 
three  feet  of  snow  and  it  was  blowing  and  snowing  at  the  time  he  was 
writing.  No  one  was  looking  for  such  a storm,  and  he  is  afraid  that 
many  sheep  will  be  lost,  for  they  have  not  yet  been  moved  to  winter 
quarters.  He  himself  is  feeling  blue  about  the  weather.  Mr.  Buck  talks 
some  of  coming  East  on  business  before  long,  and  he  wants  to  see  the  old 
school  again,  he  says. 

A cheery  letter  from  Miss  Susie  McDougal,  '95,  who  is  teaching  at  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  school,  Michigan,  speaks  in  hopeful  terms  of  her  class  of 
little  Indians  whom  she  loves.  Samuel  Gruett,  '97,  is  assistant  farmer 
there,  and  Maggie  Trombly  is  boarding  at  the  school  and  attending  City 
Normal.  May  Jackson,  Rose  Trombly  Collins  and  Betsy  Collins,  ex-pupils. 


have  recently  visited  the  school  all  looking  well.  She  has  recently 
seen  Susan  Rodd  Dackson,  too.  She  trusts  that  the  pupils  from  Mt. 
Pleasant  who  are  now  at  Carlisle  are  doing  well.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Miss  McDougall  was  one  of  the  printer  girls  while  here,  becoming 
quite  proficient  in  her  work. 


(page  4) 

[PHOTO  W/CAPTION : MISS  MARY  BAILEY  SEONIA,  OF  LAGUNA,  N.M.,  A TEACHER 
WITH  US.] 


ONE  OF  OUR  MANILA  SOLDIER  BOYS. 


William  Colombe  was  about  to  go  into  a fight  and  wrote  in  part  as 
follows : 

"I  received  the  good  HELPER  and  was  very  glad  ot  hear  from  the 
school.  I am  well  but  in  a hot  place  just  now,  where  hot  lead  fills  the 
air. 

I am  just  about  to  get  in  a hard  place  and  thought  I would  write  you  a 
letter  before  I went  into  it. 

The  fighting  natives  are  just  about  three  hundred  yards  from  us,  and 
they  are  shooting  at  us  all  day. 

Well,  that  is  all  right  for  we  will  answer  them  in  the  same  manner. 

I had  a good  time  on  the  4th  of  Duly  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  I have 
been  in  three  hard  fights  in  this  island.  I have  thought  of  the  dear 
old  school  more  than  once  and  the  friends  I left  at  Carlisle.  Remember 
me  to  all  my  teachers  and  to  all  the  boys  and  girls 

and  do  not  forget  me  to  my  dear  classmates  and  tell  them  of  my  time  and 
health . 

I am  one  of  Gen.  Lawton's  body  guards,  and  I am  sure  if  I stay  there  I 
will  see  more  of  the  island  than  if  I were  in  any  other  troop. 

The  first  fight  I was  in  was  hot  and  I shall  never  forget  it.  We  are 
waiting  to  make  a hard  fight  about  tomorrow  and  I will  write  after  it  is 
over.  I will  close  now  for  I am  ready  to  go  on  the  line  any  time." 


THE  BEST  OF  ALL  EDUCATION. 


A brief  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  Record  which  Major  Pratt  wrote 
recently  thanking  the  editor  for  a "very  concise  and  complete  statement 
in  regard  to  our  saving  and  outing  system"  gives  the  key  note  to 
Carlisle's  plan  of  saving  the  MAN  in  the  Indian. 

He  says: 

"Our  students'  earnings  this  year  amounted  to  $25,752.76,  and  the 
savings  over  $10,000. 

Some  wise  man  has  said  that  the  contact  of  peoples  is  the  best  of  all 
education . 

Washington  and  Patrick  Henry  hoped  through  encouraging  commerce  and 
contact  between  the  white  man  and  the  Indian  to  accomplish  the 
civilization  of  the  red  race. 

Our  experiences  here  wholly  demonstrate  that  they  were  right." 


Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 
Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York. 

Nov.  18,  University  of  Maryland  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 


which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  10,  9,  8,  6 is  a shade  in  color. 

My  3,  5,  11  is  to  raise  something  with  a lever. 

My  2,  7,  6,  10,  11  is  used  on  windows. 

My  2,  1,  4,  5 is  what  we  always  have  with  us. 

My  while  is  what  Major  Pratt  says  opportunity  breeds. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  [note:  since  I skipped  ahead  I won't 
post  this  in  the  event  I get  to  transcribing  the  missed  editions.  Don't 
want  to  spoil  the  challenge  of  the  enigma.:)  -Barb  Lands] 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  visit 
http : //www.epix. net /-land is . 

"RE : The  Laughing  Road"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  02:17:56  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire(3yahoomail . com> 

Subj : the  Laughing  Road 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

When  my  daughter  Karen  was  four  we  lived  in  Rio  Puerco  which  is  a 
housing  unit  in  Fort  Defiance,  they  are  square  and  box  like  apartments 
all  connected  to  one  another  in  four  and  five  one  story  complexes.  One 
of  our  neighbors  used  to  babysit  for  us  sometimes.  She  was  a McCabe 
girl  from  Sand  Springs. 

Sand  Springs  is  southwest  of  Second  Mesa  on  the  Turquoise  Trail  as  it 
is  called,  the  road  leading  to  it  is  a narrow  dirt  road  with  no  sign, 
so  you  have  to  have  faith  in  knowing  where  you  are  going  to  get  there. 

One  night  our  neighbor  needed  a ride  home,  and  so  my  wife  took  her  and 
my  daughter  Karen,  who  was  four  with  her.  My  wife  does  not  know  the 
reservation  so  this  was  an  adventure  for  her.  They  drove  to  Window  Rock 
and  then  west  past  Ganado  and  you  drive  and  drive.  I wasn't  home  so  I 
did  not  know  where  they  were  when  I got  back.  They  were  gone  for  a long 
time  and  then  they  finally  came  home  late. 

My  wife  came  in  first,  my  daughter  passed  her  in  the  doorway  and  ran 
into  the  room  and  jumped  on  the  couch.  My  wife  was  explaining  their 
trip,  she  said  she  did  not  know  how  far  Sand  Springs  was  when  she  said 
o.k.  to  the  ride.  My  daughter  was  tugging  at  my  pants  leg  and  I wasn't 
listening  to  her. 

My  wife  told  me  they  took  off  earlier  in  the  afternoon  and  drove  the 
McCabe  girl  back  home  to  her  parents'  place.  We  had  an  old  chevy  sedan 
and  she  said  they  had  gassed  up  at  Second  Mesa  and  went  off  the  road  to 
Sand  Springs. 

The  area  is  pretty  much  barren  and  the  road  is  dry,  dusty  which  is  why 
it  is  called  Sand  Springs,  even  the  sage  brush  were  far  and  few 
between.  She  said  they  kept  on  driving  and  going  over  a number  of  small 
hills.  It  was  like  a roller  coaster,  my  daughter,  Karen  sat  in  the  back 
and  they  drove  on.  It  was  19  miles  off  the  road  and  they  crossed  a wash 
and  many  sand  dunes.  When  they  got  to  the  McCabes'  place  she  met  the 
father . 

The  McCabe  family  was  preparing  to  relocate  due  to  the  Navajo-Hopi 
partition  of  lands  and  the  area  of  Sand  Springs  was  to  given  to  the 
Hopis.  The  area  was  sparse  because  many  families  had  already  moved. 

Mr.  McCabe  is  a big  man  and  invited  them  to  eat,  which  they  did.  Fie 
related  the  family's  efforts  about  moving.  He  told  her  about  his  time 
on  the  tribal  council  and  the  loss  of  their  home  and  gave  them  a small 
tour  of  their  homesite  and  land.  The  McCabes  would  be  leaving  this  area 
forever.  It  was  a quiet  and  somber  discussion.  My  daughter  was  still 
pulling  on  my  leg  as  I listened. 


After  a while  it  was  time  to  go,  Karen  said.  Come  on  Mom,  we  have  to 
go.  The  McCabe  family  came  up  to  her  and  said  why  do  you  want  to  go  so 
soon.  She  looked  at  them  with  bright  eyes  and  said  because  "we  have  to 
go  on  the  Laughing  Road"  The  little  hills  made  her  stomach  woozy  and 
she  liked  that  feeling.  My  daughter  was  standing  on  my  toes,  she  was 
chanting. . .yes  daddy,  the  laughing  road,  we  went  on  the  laughing 
road.... her  face  was  lit  up  and  happy.  I said.  Oh... 

When  I see  the  McCabe  family  who  now  live  off  reservation  where  they 
relocated,  they  always  ask  about  the  girl  on  the  laughing  road.  My 
daughter  is  grown  now  and  living  in  Salt  Lake  City.  We  visit  and  talk, 
my  wife  and  daughter  shared  a meal  that  will  always  be  remembered.  It 
is  a sad  thing  this  relocation,  but  it  is  there  still,  the  Laughing 
Road . 

Rustywire . . . 

"RE : Poem:  To  be  Indian"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Oct  1999  08:23:41  -0500 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : To  be  Indian . . . 

To  Be  Indian 

I watch  you  my  child, 
playing  so  freely. 

Born  to  be  Indian. 

Not  yet  knowing, 
who  you  will  be. 

Growing  to  be  Indian 

Yet,  knowing, 

you  will  walk  unafraid. 

With  courage  to  be  Indian. 

You  will  be  among, 
a million  strong. 

United  to  be  Indian. 

Brothers  and  sisters, 
uncles  and  aunts. 

With  family  to  be  Indian. 

To  the  sound  of  the  drum, 
lifting  your  voice  singing. 

Celebrating  to  be  Indian. 

Greeting  each  new  day, 
with  prayer. 

Humble  to  be  Indian. 

Remembering  who  we  are, 
you  will  be. 

Proud  to  be  Indian. 

John  Berry,  Oklahoma 
1999 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Sat,  30  Oct  99  22:13:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  7-13 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

7 

Make  your  opportunities  --do  not  wait  for  them. 

8 

Wherever  you  are,  let  your  spirit  dwell  in  the  wilderness. 

9 

Spend  each  day  well  --  once  gone,  it  cannot  be  reclaimed. 

10 

Take  time  to  enjoy  the  world  around  you. 

11 

The  blue  of  the  sky  perfectly  mirrors  the  blue  of  the  ocean. 

12 

The  reef  fish  dart  in  and  out  of  shadows  like  restless  dancers. 

13 

In  the  sunlit  ocean,  you  can  barely  see  the  translucent 
beauty  of  the  Portuguese  man  of  war. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  1 November  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

November  6 

6th  Coffeyville  Intertribal  (contest) 

High  School  Gym 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 
(316)  252-6819 

November  6 

NIU  Gatherings  (traditional) 

Student  Recreation  Center,  NIU 
DeKalb,  Illinois 
(815)  753-0722 

November  6-7 

12th  Red  Mountain  Eagle  (contest) 

Salt  River  Baseball  Field 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
(602)  945-4116 

November  11 

LCO  Veterans  (traditional) 

LCO  High  School  Gym 
Hayward,  Wisconsin 
(715)  634-8924 

November  11 

Veterans  Day  (traditional) 

Ralph  Wells  Hr.  Memorial  Complex 
White  Shield,  North  Dakota 


(701)  743-4244 


November  11  - 13 

Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century  Conference 
Holiday  Inn  City  Center  in  Tucson,  AZ 
Kristy  Schmidt  (520)  621-7189 

November  11  - 14 
33rd  Yakima  Nation  Veterans  Day 
Pavilion 

White  Swan,  Washington 
(509)  865-5121 

November  12  - 14 
46th  Chicago  AIC  (contest) 

Pavilion 

Chicago,  Illinois 
(773)  275-5871 

November  12  - 14 

5th  Noame  Intertribal  (traditional) 

National  Guard  Armory 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
(803)  256-8700 

November  13  - 14 
Apache  Vets  Day  Fair  (contest) 

San  Carlos  Reservation 
San  Carlos,  Arizona 
(520)  475-2361 

November  13  - 14 
7th  Annual  Four  Winds  Pow-wow 
Killeen  Texas 

Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts  Food  Booths  and  $1.00  Admission 
Paula  Brock  (254)  699-3167 

November  20 

Native  American  Arts  and  Crafts  Festival 
Corner  5th  and  Keeper  Streets 
Fort  Rucker,  Alabama 

(334)  347-5546  or  (334)  598-4033  or  (334)  255-1504 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 


(913)  768-4798 


November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9045 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 


Date:  Mon,  1 Nov  1999  23:38:56  -0500 
From:  iktomi  <iktomi@HYPERTEXT. COM> 

Subj : this  Saturday  evening 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

Chattanooga  Indigenous  Resource  Center  & Library  . CIRCL 
510  South  Willow  . Chattanooga  TN  37404  . 423  267  3285 

Invitation 

You  are  invited  you  to  join  us  for  dinner  with 
Cubert  Bell  3r. 

Tennessee  Indian  Commissioner. 

Who:  All  people  interested  in  sharing 

dinner  and  opinions  with  the  local 
Native  American  community. 

What:  Dinner  and  talk  by  Cubert  Bell  3r. 

Choctaw  member  of  the  Tennessee 
Commission  of  Indian  Affairs 
When:  6:30  pm,  Saturday 

6 November  1999 

Where:  Unitarian  Universalist  Church 
3224  Navajo  Drive 

Requested  Donation:  $20 

Please  call  to  confirm  your  reservation. 

Mission 

CIRCL  is  established  to  promote  awareness,  protection,  appreciation  and 
preservation  of  the  history,  culture,  and  contemporary  contributions  of  the 
indigenous  peoples  of  the  southeastern  United  States  through  community 
involvement,  education  and  cultural  exchange  programs.  CIRCL  will  maintain 
an  accessible  and  visible  community  center  to  facilitate  our  goals. 

Goals 

1.  To  maintain  an  accessible  and  visible  repository  for  a wide  variety  of 
resource  material  relating  to  the  indigenous  populations  of  the 
southeastern  United  States  for  the  purposes  of  research  and  education. 
Resources  include  but  are  not  limited  to  archaeological  and 
ethno-historical  reports,  anthropological  research  documents  and 
publications,  reference  books,  periodicals,  maps,  audio-visual  documents. 


computer  data,  photographs,  artwork,  fiction,  poetry,  and  genealogical 
material . 

2.  To  provide  a gathering  place  for  Native  Americans  and  people  in  the 
community  interested  in  Native  American  history  and  culture. 

3.  To  provide  a networking  center  for  social  services  with  a focus  on 
problems  experienced  by  the  Native  American  community,  e.g., 
alcohol  and  substance  abuse,  diabetes,  unemployment. 

4.  To  reach  out  to  respected  Elders  and  keepers  of  traditional  knowledge 
of  southeastern  indigenous  peoples  in  order  to  encourage  the  sharing 
and  recording  of  their  oral  traditions  and  knowledge. 

5.  To  provide  a public  place  to  exhibit  and  demonstrate  Native  American 
arts  and  crafts. 

6.  To  sponsor  monthly  public  presentations  (forums,  lectures,  panel 
discussions) 

relating  to  indigenous  knowledge,  area  prehistory  and  history,  and  modern 
Native  American  culture  and  concerns,  and  publish  a monthly  newsletter. 

7.  To  hire  staff  to  address  issues  concerning  archaeology,  anthropology, 
social  services,  cultural  resources,  archival  materials,  office  management 
and  other  needs  that  may  arise. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  04:03:08  -0700 
From:  Pam  <pamb@efn . org> 

Subj : Event:  UofOregon,  4 Nov 

Tsianina  Lomawaima,  will  present  a lecture,  'Education  by  Indians 
vs.  Education  for  Indians,  Native  Responses  to  Indian  Boarding 
Schools' . 

Thursday,  4 Nov,  1999 
175  Knight  Law  Center 

15th  Ave.  & Agate  Street,  University  of  Oregon 

Eugene,  Oregon 

541/346-3934 

Lecture  and  reception  are  free  and  open  to  the  public 

Tsianina  Lomawaima,  Professor,  American  Indian  Studies, 
University  of  Arizona,  is  the  daughter  of  a former  Chilocco  Indian 
School  student.  It  is  from  this  family  history  that  her  book,  "They 
Call  it  Prairie  Light:  The  Story  of  Chilocco  Indian  School",  is 
drawn . 

Lecture  will  be  followed  by  a reception,  book  sale  and  signing 
at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  1680  E.  15th  Street,  Eugene. 

Peace  and  Gentle  Sunsets, 

Pam 


Date:  Sun,  03  Oct  1999  21:38:21  -0700 
From:  BAZERKLY  <Bazerkly@att . net> 

Subj:  California  Indian  Storytelling  Festival  (Native  American) 

Newsgroups : alt .drugs .mushrooms , alt . art . storytelling, 
alt . native, soc . culture . native 

CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  STORYTELLING 
SYMPOSIUM  & FESTIVAL 
Nov.  6-7,  1999 
Ohlone  Community  College 
43600  Mission  Blvd. 

Fremont,  CA  http://www.cistory.org/festival 

Event  Information  and  Registration  form  (below) 

At  Ohlone  College  this  November  6-7th  experience  the  magic  of  Native 
California  Indian  storytelling,  find  timeless  creation,  laughter,  and  love 
at  the  5th  annual  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival. 

Returning  to  Ohlone  College  for  a second  year,  the  California  Indian 
Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  will  welcome  Native  California  Indian 
storytellers  from  tribes  throughout  the  state.  Elders  and  other  cultural 
tradition  bearers,  representatives  from  the  rich  diversity  of  California 
tribal  traditions,  will  share  their  stories  and  songs  in  a celebration  of 


Native  life,  history  and  contemporary  experience  at  this  event  for  all 
people  --  Indian  and  non  Indian.  The  Master  of  Ceremonies  is  Lanny  Pinola 
(Pomo/Coast  Miwok) . The  featured  storytellers,  singers,  and  workshop 
presenters  from  San  Diego  to  Palm  Springs,  Santa  Barbara  to  Big  Sur,  Sonoma 
to  Eureka,  include:  L.  Frank  Manriquez  (Tongva),  Alvino  Siva  (Cahuilla)  and 
Georgiana  Sanchez  (Chumash),  Sue  Diaz  (Chumash)  and  Joseph  John  Moreno 
(Chumash),  Debra  Krol  (Salinan)  and  Mary  Bishop  (Salinan),  Alex  Ramirez 
(Rumsien/Ohlone) , Julia  Parker  (Porno),  Darryl  Babe  Wilson  (Iss/At'we)  Genny 
Seely  (Wiyot)  and  Vivien  Hailstone  (Yurok/Karok/Hupa) , George  Blake 
(Hupa/Yurok) , and  Tony  Sylvia  (Hupa). 

The  weekend  has  a full  offering  of  events,  all  open  to  the  public.  On 
Saturday,  November  6th  is  a Symposium,  with  workshops,  panel  discussions 
and  scholars  presentations.  Workshops  include  "Family  Stories  and 
Storytelling,"  "Working  with  Elders  and  Oral  History,"  "Researching  and 
Telling  Traditional  Stories,"  "Awali  Sitwala:  Preserving  and  Writing  CA 
Indian  Stories,"  and  "Children  and  CA  Indian  Stories  in  the  Curriculum." 

New  for  1999:  a Banquet  and  Saturday  Evening  Performance  and  celebration 
of  Native  music,  "California  Indian  Story  as  Song."  Native  songs  will  be 
shared  from  Bird  Singers  of  the  southern  California  desert,  Chumash  songs 
of  the  ocean,  Pomo/Coast  Miwok  of  northern  California  foothills  and  rugged 
coastline,  and  music  from  the  far  northern  Redwood  forests  of  Humboldt 
County.  Sunday,  November  7 is  an  entire  day  of  storytelling  performances 
by  our  featured  storytellers  with  two  new  programs  "Honored  Elders," 
storytellers  with  life  long  experience,  and  "Emerging  Voices,"  those  new  to 
the  public  arena.  Vendors  of  California  Indian  artists,  cultural 
organizations,  and  publishers  of  California  Indian  books  and  Native  food 
booths  will  be  present  both  days. 

The  symposium  and  festival  will  be  held  in  the  state-of-the-art  Smith 
Community  Theater  Center  (home  of  the  Fremont  Philharmonic  Orchestra).  The 
Saturday  symposium  and  workshops  are  recommended  for  adults  and  teens,  ages 
15  and  up.  The  Sunday  storytelling  concerts  are  recommended  for  adults  and 
children  ages  8 and  up.  The  suggested  donation  for  day  programs  is  $10  per 
day  for  adults  or  $20.00  for  both  days,  $5.00  per  day  for  elders  and 
children  ages  8-15  years.  The  Special  Event  fees  for  the  Banquet  and 
Performance  are  $20  for  adults,  $8  for  Elders/Students/Children.  Tickets 
for  just  the  Performance  (without  dinner)  are  $5.00. 

loin  us  for  an  incredible  weekend  of  events,  a time  for  joy  and  hope.  As 
one  1998  Festival  audience  member  commented,  "I  loved  feeling  hope  again 
for  our  planet  through  feeling  our  native  people  are  alive  and  well." 

The  California  Indian  Storytelling  Symposium  and  Festival  is  made  possible 
thanks  to  a grant  from  the  California  Council  for  the  Humanities,  the 
sponsorship  of  Ohlone  Community  College,  the  Storytelling  Association  of 
Alta  California  (SAAC)  and  the  California  Indian  Storytelling  Association 
(CISA). 

For  information  call:  510-651-6414  or  510-794-7253, 

email:  cistory(a)ci  story  .org 

View  our  web  page  at:  http://www.cistory.org/festival 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

~November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Judy:  (541)  474-6394 

^December  2-5,  1999~ 

Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 


AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 


Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  /V  y ru 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  5-6:  Alabama  Indian  Statewide  Pow  Wow,  inside  Garrett  Coliseum, 
Montgomery.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Info:  Eloise  losey  at  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commision  (334)  242-2831. 

Nov.  12-13:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Muscogee  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  American 
Legion  Building,  Elba.  HM:  Ronald  Newell  Messer;  H L : Frances  Culp;  AD/MC: 
Roger  Johnson;  HD:  TBA.  Admission:  $2.00  Adults,  $1.00  Kids.  Booth  Space: 
$10.00  for  one  day;  $15.00  for  two  days.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Nov.  13-14:  Oneonta  Pow  Wow,  indoors  at  the  Agri-Business  Center,  Oneonta. 
HM:  Jeff  Happy  Bear  Whatley;  HL:  Cindy  Pretty  Moon  Samples;  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  MC/FP:  Larry  Campbell.  Info:  ravenheartl@aol . com  or 
prttymoon@aol . com . 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  5-7:  AIA  Pow  Wow,  Orlando.  Info:  (407)  862-9676  or  952-1541.  Vendors 
call:  (407)  331-8399. 

Nov  5-7:  Southern  National  Harvest  Festival,  at  Ocala  Marion  County  Veterans 
Memorial  Park,  Fort  King  St.  & Northeast  25th  Ave.,  Ocala.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit;  MC:  Two  Ponies  (Cherokee);  HM:  Red  Horse  (Lakota);  HL:  White  Fawn 
(Shoshone);  National  WBS/Veterans  Park  Princess:  Angel  Parisoe.  A fellowship 
& family  festival  sponsored  by  the  White  Buffalo  Society,  Inc.,  & Ocala 
Marion  Co.  Veterans  Park  Committee.  Free  admission.  Free  parking.  Arts, 
crafts,  educational  exhibits,  youth  games,  tipi  open  house;  Princess  Contest, 
Aztec  Dancers,  intertribal  dancing,  flute  music,  storytellers.  Bricks  for  the 
park  for  sale.  Donations  to  the  park  welcomed.  Info  or  booth  space:  White 
Buffalo  Society,  176  NE  168  Court,  Silver  Springs,  FL  34488  (352)  625-2279  or 
thewbsinc@aol . com . 

Nov.  11-14:  Indian  Day  Fall  Pow  Wow  of  the  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Muscogee  Tribe,  Lynn  Haven.  Info:  Chief  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  Info:  (813)  620-3077. 


KENTUCKY 

Nov.  5-7:  Honor  the  Veterans  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Dryer  Fieldhouse,  Fort 
Campbell.  Note:  this  event  was  previously  scheduled  for  October  at  Austin 
Peay  State  University  in  Clarksville,  TN,  but  was  moved  to  Ft.  Campbell  due 
to  last  Spring's  tornado  damage.  HM:  Grady  Jones;  HL:  Sheila  Jones;  HV: 
Clayton  Priest;  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  ST:  Dorothy  Duckapoo  Goode;  Princess: 


Mary  Foche;  Junior  Princess:  Rene  Tapp.  Schedule:  Friday,  6:30pm  - 9:00pm; 
Saturday,  9am-9pm;  Sunday,  10am  - 6pm.  GE:  1:00pm  & 6:30pm,  Saturday;  1:00pm, 
Sunday.  Craft  demos  from  9am-llam  on  Saturday.  Also,  blowgun  demos.  Native 
American  foods,  flute  playing,  arts  & crafts.  A Drum-off  with  a $500  prize. 
All  dancers  welcome.  Admission:  Free  to  all  on  Friday;  otherwise:  $4.00 
Adults,  $2.00  Military  with  ID,  $2.00  Children  6-12,  $1.00  Seniors  (over  60); 
uniformed  Scouts  admitted  free  on  Sunday  afternoon  with  paying  adult.  Vendors 
by  invitation  only.  Sponsored  by  the  Native  Cultural  Circle,  co-sponsored  by 
Ft.  Campbell  Division  EO.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Clarksville-Montgomery  County 
Public  Library  Native  American  Studies  Area.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker 
(931)  326-5837  or  Dgbakel@ibm.net.  On-post  contact:  SFC  Washington  (502) 
798-3946. 


MISSOURI 

Nov.  13-14:  Columbia  Pow  Wow,  at  Trowbridge  Livestock  Center,  Columbia.  Info: 
(816)  470-2067. 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  20:05:01  EDT 

Subj : South  Fall  Update,  Pt.  2 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  4-6:  Guilford  County  Native  American  Association  Cultural  Festival, 
Greensboro  Cultural  Center,  Greensboro.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Nov.  13:  Occaneechi  Saponi  Homecoming,  Pleasant  Grove.  Dancers  & traders  by 
invitation  only.  Info:  (919)  732-8512. 

Nov.  19-20  (tentative  date):  Wild  Game  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2433. 


OKLAHOMA 

Oct.  10-Nov.  7:  Masters  Art  Show,  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum,  Muskogee. 
Info:  (918)  683-1701. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  12-14:  NOAME  Pow  Wow,  at  the  National  Guard  Armory,  Greenville.  Info: 
(803)  256-8700. 


TENNESSEE 

Nov.  6:  Native  American  Day  Celebration  Dinner,  6:00pm,  at  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church,  Navajo  Drive,  Chattanooga.  Speaker  is  Albert  Bell,  Jr., 
(Choctaw)  of  the  Tennessee  Commision  on  Indian  Affairs.  Tickets  are  $20.00; 
advance  reservations  required.  Sponsored  by  CIRCL.  Info:  iktomi@hypertext.com. 


TEXAS 

Nov.  7:  Austin  Independent  School  District  Pow  Wow  & American  Indian  Heritage 
Festival,  at  the  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin.  Info:  (512)  456-7244. 

Nov.  13-14:  Four  Winds  Pow  Wow,  Killeen  Special  Events  Center,  Killeen.  Info: 
Pamela  Brock  (254)  699-5354  or  fourwindsl@hotmail.com. 


VIRGINIA 

Nov.  12-14:  Great  American  Indian  Expo,  Richmond  State  Fairgrounds,  Richmond. 
Info:  (252)  257-5383. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Dennis  McClain-Furmanski,  Roger  IronCloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  AliceH, 

Action  for  Community  & Ecology  in  the  Rainforests  of  Central  America, 
lanet  Smith,  A.N.N.A.  Foundation,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  Quohadi, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Don  Eddy  via  Ishgooda,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
Eddie  Hatcher  via  ME  Shaiman,  Larry  Innes,  Save  Ward  Valley,  John  Berry, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Dee,  Dale  Mitchell 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Nov  17  05:44:19  1999 
Date:  Tue,  16  Nov  1999  19:08:44  -0800  (PST) 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 


0 

0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 o o o o 0 
0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Tewa  Pueblo  moon  when  all  is  gathered  in 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 

Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  LPDC  & 
Minn-Ind  Mail  Lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email; 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.047 
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To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bear visions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthscsa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 


text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"You're  not  supposed  to  preserve  wisdom.  You're  supposed  to  live  it." 
Corbett  Sundown,  Iroquois 


+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  is  time  again  to  remind  the  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  consider 
very  carefully  what  you  read  and  hear.  Keep  an  open  heart  and  let  the 
truth  rise  through  the  noise  of  many  voices  shouting  to  be  heard. 

I write  very  little  of  what  you  read  in  this  newsletter.  Occassionally, 
there  will  be  articles  with  opposing  views  in  the  same  or  a near  issue.  I 
do  not  judge  which  is  right  and  which  is  suspect.  That  is  the  province 
of  you  who  read  the  articles. 

I never  edit  for  content.  I sometimes  do  minor  spelling  corrections,  but 
that  is  the  limit.  The  words  are  not  mine  to  change. 

I do  try  to  make  sure  there  are  not  out-and-out  untruths  included,  but  as 
long  time  readers  well  know  there  have  been  two  instances  where  I have  had 
to  apologize  for  including  a misleading  article  in  the  previous  issue. 

I thank  each  and  every  person  who  has  ever  granted  permission  for  their 
words  to  be  shared  in  this  newsletter.  I thank  each  and  every  reader  who 
has  granted  those  articles  a path  be  reading  them.  lust  remember  to 
consider  carefully  all  you  read  and  hear  before  taking  anything  into  your 
own  heart. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Two  Great  Dineh  Leaders  - Annie  Mae's  Last  Arrest 

Pass  Away  - Russell  Means  Called 

- Border  Crossing  to  Grand  Dury 

Announcement  in  Buffalo  - The  Pre$  and  the  Future 

- Cree  Forestry  Case  - Peltier  Resolution 

- Mohawk/Off  Shore/On  Shore  Bank  by  Berkeley  City  Council 

- Nez  Perce  Treaties  - Leonard  Peltier's 

- Notah  Begay  Encourages  Adoptive  Mother  Passes  On 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolf star . com 


American  Indian  Youth 

- Indian  Tribes 

Eye  Economic  Success 

- Cherokees  Adopt 
Financial  Safeguards 

- B.C.  Chiefs  Shut  Out  of 
Nisga'a  Hearings 

- Volunteers  Watch 
Over  Indian  Ruins 

- Delegate  Tries  Anew  to 
Ban  Use  of  Squaw 

- Stand  up  and  be  Counted 

"RE : Two  Great  Dineh 


- Testimony  of 
Victims  of  FBI  Abuses 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- My  Daughter's  Yei's 

- Poem:  Standing  in  the  Forest 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Nammies  Results 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 

- Award  Given  to  Program 
Featuring  Peltier  Book 

rs  Pass  Away"  


Date:  Sun,  14  Nov  1999  14:52:49  EST 

From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 

Subj : Two  great  Dineh  leaders  pass  away 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

Two  great  leaders  of  the  Dineh  have  recently  passed  away.  Please  contact 
the  families  to  send  condolences  and  money  to  help  with  funeral  expenses  if 
you  can. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  and  concern. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky, 

Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

Text  of  Article  that  appeared  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  Observer  with  photo, 

Wednesday,  November  10,  1999. 

lenny  Manybeads  passes  away  at  115 

By  Sandra  1.  Wilson 

THE  OBSERVER 

"They  called  her  Left-Handed  Lady-they  knew  her  that  way."  A clan 
relative  introduced  her  thusly.  The  fact  that  lenny  Manybeads  was  left- 
handed  is  hardly  the  most  remarkable  aspect  of  this  world-famous  woman. 

What  is  amazing  is  that  her  fame  came  well  after  her  100th  year  of  life 
when  her  name  was  affixed  to  the  First  Amendment  lawsuit  against  the 
United  States  government  in  response  to  Navajo  and  Hopi  relocation.  And 
some  would  wonder  that  she  and  other  individuals  affected  by  the 
relocation  law  have  done  is  attempt  to  live  their  lives  out  on  the  land 
of  their  birth  in  a traditional  manner.  It  has  been  suggested  that  lenny 
may  have  often  wondered  what  all  the  fuss  over  her  has  been  about. 

Manybeads  passed  peacefully  into  the  final  rest  the  evening  of  November 
3.  It  is  thought  that  she  was  115. 

According  to  one  woman  who  visited  Manybeads  at  her  final  home  at  Los 
Arcos  in  Flagstaff,  "She  never  said  much  about  relocation  but  talked  about 
friends  and  acquaintances,  Navajo  and  Hopi  alike.  Her  last  years  were 
remembered  that  way.  She  talked  about  the  good  things  in  her  life,  and 
spoke  of  peole  who  I know  are  long  gone."  Obviously  these  people  still 
lived  in  lenny' s heart  and  mind. 

She  leaves  many,  many  relatives  and  people  who  will  miss  her.  But  they 
talk  of  how  she  was  a happy,  funny  person.  "She  was  a great  lady,"  said 
Mary  Kahn  of  Flagstaff.  "She  was  always  joking  and  teasing."  People 
have  been  remembered  for  far  worse. 


This  post  was  given  by  Mae  Washington,  lohn  and  Leonard  Benally's  sister 
and  granddaughter  of  lenny  Manybeads,  who  filed  the  Manybeads,  class 
action  law  suit  for  Dineh  religious  freedom. 

lenny  Manybeads  Passes  away  at  115 

lenny  Manybeads  was  of  the  Mexican  Clan,  born  for  Bitterwater  Clan.  She 
was  married  into  the  Manygoats  Clan.  She  was  115,  born  in  1884.  She  died 


Wednesday  November  3,  1999  of  natural  causes.  She  was  put  to  rest  at  Tuba 
City  Community  Cemetery.  We  did  not  make  any  attempt  to  put  her  to  rest 
on  her  own  homeland  because  we  knew  she  could  not  be  buried  on  her  land. 
They  denied  my  aunt,  Alice  Benally  the  right  to  be  buried  on  her  land  and 
we  could  not  face  the  same  kind  of  situation  again.  That  is  why  we 
buried  her  at  Tuba  City  Cemetery. 

Denny  Manybeads  is  a fourth  generation  grandmother.  She  had  4 
generations  of  grandkids.  There  are  86  first  generation  grandkids,  39 
third  generation  grandkids  and  8 fourth  generation  grandkids. 

Denny  lived  all  her  life  around  Mosquito  Spring  vicinity.  She  was  a rug 
weaver,  herbalist,  mid-  wife.  We  don't  know  how  many  children  she 
delivered . 

I know  it  was  many,  many  children.  That  was  before  hospitals.  She 
always  rode  horses,  that  was  her  main  transportation.  She  was  a person 
that  planned  for  the  family.  If  anyone  of  her  family  was  sick,  she  was 
the  person  that  got  all  the  people  together  from  all  the  families  in  the 
community.  She  was  a community  leader  and  would  call  for  dances  and 
ceremonies  and  everyone  would  gather  to  help.  Like  the  enemy  way  dance, 
she  got  people  together,  saying  come  help  and  get  things  done.  She  was 
very  strong  in  her  own  way  where  people  listened  to  what  she  had  to  say. 
She  presented  herself  as  an  activist,  a person  that  really  cares  about 
human  rights  and  the  quality  of  the  human  race.  She  believed  that 
everyone  was  created  equal,  that  no  one  was  more  or  less  than  anyone  else. 

The  way  she  saw  life  is  that  every  person  has  a purpose  on  this  earth  to 
carry  out.  She  always  strongly  expressed  that  every  human  race  did  not 
have  colors,  rich  or  poor,  they  were  all  of  the  same  creation  and 
therefore  you  do  not  become  greedy  and  take  things  for  your  own  personal 
gain.  If  you  do  that  you  would  pay  for  it  when  you  leave  this  earth.  So, 
she  was  always  mindful  that  the  Dineh  people  were  put  here  to  be  the 
keeper  of  the  Mother  Earth.  She  would  say,  you  take  care  of  the  Mother 
Earth  the  way  Mother  Earth  takes  care  of  you.  The  air,  is  the  same  way 
because  it  is  so  important,  it  gives  us  life  and  we  breathe  it  every 
minute.  Dust  as  water  is  the  essence  of  life.  It  gives  us  strength  and 
life  and  we  cannot  do  without  it.  Therefore  we  must  have  reverence  for 
it.  It  is  the  same  way  with  the  energy  of  the  sun,  we  should  not  abuse 
it  or  misuse  it.  These  four  elements,  if  we  abuse  any  of  them  and  have 
no  respect  for  them,  it  will  abuse  us  too  and  eventually  take  our  life. 

People  cause  so  much  pollution  we  have  global  warming  and  one  of  these 
days  if  we  don't  stop  in  the  name  of  greed  we  will  fry  ourselves.  For 
that  matter,  every  element  of  this  earth  if  we  abuse  it  it  will 
eventually  take  our  life.  That  was  her  belief  and  she  had  really 
advocated  for  the  rights  of  everyone  living  being  on  this  earth,  even 
down  to  the  little  ant.  She  would  say,  the  tiny  little  ants,  they  have 
life  here.  We  cannot  just  eradicate  them  because  we  think  they  are  a 
nuisance.  Every  living  thing  on  this  earth  has  a purpose.  So  as  a human 
being  we  cannot  say  we  rule  and  take  these  things  for  granted.  That  was 
her  basic  message  to  us  and  to  a lot  of  other  people.  And  I think  we 
should  be  very  mindful  that  Denny  Manybeads  did  speak  the  truth. 

She  said  the  land  issue  should  not  have  come  about  in  this  manner  with 
so  many  people  relocated.  She  considered  this  an  atrocity  where  you 
literally  remove  a person  from  their  home  by  force  threatening  them, 
humiliating  them,  taking  their  livestock,  their  means  of  living  away  from 
them,  making  them  helpless,  powerless  and  causing  them  to  live  with 
tremendous  stress  from  day  to  day  because  they  do  not  know  where  their 
next  meal  is  coming  from,  their  basic  life  taken  away  from  them.  So 
these  have  no  choice  but  to  move  away  to  an  unknown  land  and  unknown  life, 
maybe  into  the  city  or  into  some  other  wasteland  that  has  been 
contaminated  by  uranium  where  more  and  more  people  have  died  of  many 
different  kinds  of  illness.  She  also  spoke  of  all  the  peole  that  have 
died  of  loneliness,  despair,  hopelessness,  all  created  by  the  US  federal 
government.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  removing  the  people  just  so  they 
could  take  the  natural  resources  out  of  the  land  so  the  big  corporations 
can  become  fat  with  their  money.  That  was  her  argument.  She  said  we 
cannot  just  give  up,  we  must  continue  fighting  for  who  we  are  and  stand 
our  ground  and  speak  for  ourselves  and  not  allow  the  federal  government 


to  tell  us  what  to  do.  This  was  hen  message  to  her  grandchildren,  her 
children  and  her  people. 

Denny  was  the  one  that  filed  the  Manybeads  lawsuit.  Her  husband 
Manybeads,  a Medicine  Man  died  in  1978  or  1979.  She  filed  this  class- 
action  lawsuit  for  religious  freedom  on  behalf  of  all  her  people  so  they 
could  remain  on  the  land,  saying  that  relocation  violates  Dineh  religion. 
She  felt  that  the  way  the  government  handled  the  situation  was  just  a way 
to  take  the  land  away  from  us,  she  called  it  the  fleecing  of  America. 

The  corporations  and  the  government  have  money  so  it  is  really  sad  to  see 
what  has  happened  to  her  people.  400  million  dollars  of  taxpayers  money 
was  spent  to  put  a lot  of  people  to  death  and  live  a life  of  misery. 

This  is  just  like  the  concentration  camp  and  a repeat  of  the  Long  Walk. 

I think  she  saw  a lot  of  the  things  happening  to  her  people,  finally  the 
big  sleeping  giant  woke  up  and  now  it  is  going  to  devour  us.  Do  we 
sit  there  or  do  we  fight  the  big  giant?  And  I think  Denny's  basic 
argument  was  our  belief  is  tied  to  the  land,  that  is  the  way  we 
understand  it.  But  to  the  government  the  land  is  an  economic  base.  To 
us,  in  our  belief  it  has  a religious  significance  that  you  do  not  just 
dig  out  every  tree  on  this  land  and  contaminate  all  the  water  that  was 
put  here.  They  are  just  taking  from  us  and  not  leaving  anything  for  the 

people.  That  was  really  her  belief  and  her  life,  her  own  nature  and 

personality.  She  was  always  smiling,  always  laughing.  She  was  really  a 
happy  person.  I don't  think  she  ever  picked  a fight  with  people  because 
she  wanted  to.  She  had  a very  settled  way  of  dealing  with  any  situation. 
She  was  very  diplomatic  in  the  way  she  handled  issues  at  hand. 

She  was  the  type  of  person  that  didn't  get  out  in  the  front  line  but  was 
very  visible.  That  is  why  she  filed  this  lawsuit.  She  said  we  do  not 
understand  man  made  law.  When  man  made  law  is  imposed  on  us,  it  is  full 

of  lies  and  idioms.  The  way  they  translate  words  to  us  could  be  very 

tricky  so  we  have  to  be  very  mindful  to  what  they  say  and  not  agree  to 
things  that  are  written. 

For  example,  if  they  use  two  little  words  like  and  or,  two  little  words, 
this  could  means  you  and  I have  this  joint  thing  we  own  and  neither  one 
can  do  something  without  the  other  person  giving  consent.  In  the  case  of 
the  US  government  it  is  you  or  I can  do  what  we  want,  in  most  cases  it  is 
or,  that  little  word  can  change  a lot  of  things.  That  is  the  way  this 
whole  situation  has  been  handled  by  the  government.  We  never  were  a part 
of  all  the  litigation  that  went  on  behind  closed  doors.  That  is  not  the 
way  to  deal  with  our  lives,  we  have  feelings,  emotion,  ties  to  the  land, 
to  everything  around  us.  So  how  can  they  make  decisions  of  what  we  they 
are  doing  to  our  life.  She  understood  how  things  come  about  in  the  name 
of  greed.  Denny  was  another  Martin  Luther  King,  another  Mother  Theresa. 
These  people,  she  herself  was  that  inspiration.  This  was  the  vibe  you 
got  from  her  when  you  talked  with  her.  Every  time  I went  to  see  her  and 
talked  with  her  I felt  there  was  still  hope  when  I spoke  with  her. 

Rena  Babbitt  Lane,  an  elder  matriarch  of  Red  Lake  says,  "I  remember 
Denny  as  a very  kind  woman,  she  worried  if  everyone  had  food  and  would 
butcher  to  help  people  out  to  make  sure  they  were  well  fed.  She  always 
asked  if  we  had  enough  for  ourselves.  And  when  she  sheared  her  sheep  she 
would  give  us  wool  to  make  rugs  and  support  my  family.  She  never  said 
this  is  only  for  me,  she  always  made  sure  she  had  something  to  share, 
even  little  things,  you  never  went  away  from  her  empty  handed.  She  helped 
our  life.  Denny  was  always  sharing  things  with  people.  If  she  had  corn 
she  would  give  us  some.  My  mother  was  Denny's  older  sister.  She  was 
like  my  mother,  my  aunt.  So  in  Navajo  culture  you  don't  refer  to  her  as 
my  aunt,  but  as  my  mother's  older  or  younger  sister,  and  she  called  me 
her  daughter." 

Mae  Washington,  who  translated  this  statement  for  Rena  is  the  second 
generation  great  grandchild  of  Denny  Manybeads  and  a grandmother  herself 
with  5 grandchildren. 

If  people  want  to  communicate,  send  donations  to  help  pay  for  funeral 
expenses  and  send  condolence  cards  please  contact:  Bessie  M.  Begay  and 
Alton  Begay,  P.0.  Box  103,  Tuba  City,  AZ  86045.  Thank  you. 


Emmett  Bert  Tso  passes  away  at  68 


Emmett  Tso  is  survived  by  his  wife  Faye  B.  Tso.  He  was  born  December  15, 
1930  and  passed  away  on  November  7,  1999.  Emmett  says  he  was  relocated  3 
times  from  what  is  known  as  District  6 and  then  relocated  from  HPL  where 
he  lived  near  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes.  And  each  time  he  was  told  us 
to  move,  finally  he  said  no  more.  Then  he  ended  up  subject  to  the 
Bennett  Freeze.  He  said  he  and  his  family  became  refugees  in  their  own 
homeland.  He  is  survived  by  8 children  and  a lot  of  grandchildren. 

Emmett  Tso  was  very  outspoken  about  the  land  issue  and  the  Bennett 
Freeze,  both  he  viewed  as  basically  the  same,  ways  the  US  government 
tortures  the  Dineh  people,  denying  his  people  the  right  to  live  their 
life.  When  his  kids  were  very  small  he  used  to  live  close  to  Moencopi 
and  his  house  burned  down  and  he  lost  everything  and  had  to  start  out  all 
over  again.  He  thinks  this  happened  because  he  was  outspoken  about  land 
issues.  He  often  talked  about  how  many  of  his  people  were  moved  several 
times  and  were  just  told  to  move  again.  He  lived  in  this  type  of 
situations  all  his  life  and  suffered  greatly. 

He  was  a Council  delegate  from  Tuba  City  and  served  in  a lot  of 
different  capacities  as  an  official,  always  speaking  for  his  people  and 
serving  them  as  a leader.  He  was  never  afraid  to  express  himself. 

If  anyone  wants  to  write  to  his  wife  and  his  children  to  express  their 
condolences,  please  contact  Faye  B.  Tso,  P.0.  Box  583,  Tuba  City,  AZ 
86045. 

His  family  depleted  all  their  resources  trying  to  make  him  better.  He  was 
in  the  hospital  for  1 month,  using  medicine  men  and  doctors,  in  a coma.  He 
never  regained  consciousness.  Many  of  us  believe  we  lost  a great  man  with 
leadership  ability  and  we  miss  him  greatly.  Thank  you. 
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"RE:  Border  Crossing  Announcement  in  Buffalo"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  19:32:31  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian . uwo . ca> 

Subj : Border  Crossing  Announcement  in  Buffalo 

Edward  M.  Johnson 

107  Roosevelt  Avenue 

Buffalo,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.  14215-2829 

"THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  NATIVE  WARRIORS  ASSOCIATION" 

905  996-6139  Grandpa  Bear,  Executive  Director  and  Founder 
PRESS  RELEASE 

On  November  27,  1999  at  2:00  p.m.  people  of  conscience  shall  gather  at 
the  foot  of  Porter  Avenue,  by  the  Niagara  River,  in  LaSalle  Park  of  the  city 
of  Buffalo.  This  is  the  rally  point  in  preparation  to  exercise  our  3AY 
TREATY  RIGHTS  as  we  Caravan  and  March  across  the  Peace  Bridge  to  demonstrate 
our  continued  support  for  the  unconditional  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  and  all  political  prisoners  held  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  To  proclaim  a National  Day  of  Mourning  in  solidarity  with  the 
UNITED  AMERICAN  INDIANS  of  NEW  ENGLAND  (507  years  of  oppression  and 
injustice).  This  action  will  further  demonstrate  our  unwillingness  to 
accept  the  murder  of  our  people,  (like  Dudley  George).  This  is  a protest  of 
the  continued  celebration  of  the  murdering  rapist,  Christopher  Columbus,  and 
the  chemical  contamination  of  the  water  on  the  Tuscarora  Reservation  where 
people  are  denied  the  right  to  telephone  service,  as  well  as  a celebration 
of  the  release  of  the  PUERTO  RICAN  16.  We  are  also  demanding  that  October 
12th  be  established  as  Aboriginal  People's  Day  in  both  Canada  and  the  United 
States . 

It  is  time  to  wake-up  and  stand-up  for  our  brother  and  sisters,  they 
need  our  help.  We  have  been  too  silent  for  too  damn  long.  What  happened  to 
LEONARD  PELTIER,  MUMIA  ABU-JAMAL,  the  PUERTO  RICAN  16,  and  DUDLEY  GEORGE  can 


happen  to  any  one  of  us.  We  are  appealling  to  each  and  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  to  show  up,  to  come  out  and  support  us.  When  you  lok  in  the 
mirror,  the  face  that  looks  back  is  our  face!  Let  us  make  sure  that  the 
eyes  are  clear!  Bring  banners,  posters,  and  Native  flags.  A FEAST  WILL 
FOLLOW  THE  PROTEST. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO,  TO  STAND-UP  FOR  SOMETHING  OR  CONTINUE  TO  FALL  FOR 
EVERYTHING!!!!  Let  us  start  living  on  our  feet  by  getting  up  off  of  our 
knees ! 

Sincerely, 

Edward  M.  Hohnson  (716)  832-8232 
Grandpa  Bear  (905)  994-6139 

Sponsored  by:  North  American  Native  Warriors,  Concerned  Citizens  Against 
Police  Abuse,  Buffalo  Committee  to  Free  Mumia,  Workers  World  Party, 
International  Action  Center,  Aboriginal  Rights  Movement  - Toronto,  National 
Peoples  Campaign,  All  African  Peoples  Revolutionary  Party,  Coalition  For  A 
Public  Inquiry  Into  Ipperwash 
All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM  http://www.chrw.fm.net  on  Sat.  1-3:00  p.m. 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 

"RE : Cree  Forestry  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Nov  1999  16:55:22  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Subj : News:  Cree  forestry  case 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

[While  not  strictly  an  Innu  issue,  the  relations  between  the  Cree  and 
the  Province  of  Quebec  on  logging  are  illustrative  of  a much  broader 
issue  between  governments  and  Aboriginal  people  over  resources.] 

Saturday  30  October  1999 
Crees  fight  for  forests 

Quebec  withholds  promised  cash,  but  chiefs  defiant 
EILEEN  TRAVERS 
The  Gazette 

WASWANIPI  - The  bridge  leading  to  this  Cree  village  in  northern  Quebec  is 
tattooed  with  graffiti  and  littered  with  broken  Budweiser  and  Boomerang 
bottles . 

"A  psychologist  once  came  here  and  asked  me  what's  going  on  with  youth," 
said  Paul  Gull,  the  newly  elected  Waswanipi  band  chief.  "I  said,  'Go  read 
the  graffiti  on  the  bridge. ' " 

"Need  power,  need  weed"  says  one  message.  Another  recent  scrawl  carries 
the  sombre  phrase  "I  will  never  forget  you." 

That  message  was  meant  for  Valerie  Gull,  15,  who  was  hit  and  killed  by  a 
speeding  logging  truck  in  late  September.  The  driver  was  not  charged. 

Valerie  Gull's  death  is  a symbol  of  the  situation  of  young  people  in 
Waswanipi  and  other  Cree  villages,  where  some  teenagers  use  highways  as 
hangouts.  Her  death  is  also  a reminder  of  a silent  battle  between  the  Cree 
nation  and  the  Quebec  government.  Ted  Moses,  the  newly  elected  grand  chief, 
says  the  government  has  frozen  $135  million  worth  of  pending  projects  in 
the  region  until  the  Cree  nation  drops  a court  case  that  aims  to  stop 
forestry  operations  in  the  area. 

Last  February,  Quebec  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Guy  Chevrette,  who  also 
handles  the  natural-resources  portfolio,  wrote  a harshly  dismissive  letter 
to  Matthew  Coon  Come,  who  was  grand  chief  at  the  time,  saying,  "It  is  time 
to  choose." 

The  Crees  refused  to  drop  the  logging  case,  and  now  the  funding  crisis 
has  halted  construction  of  youth  centres  and  other  facilities  for  the  12, 
,000  Cree  people  in  nine  villages,  Moses  said.  "We  will  not  be  held 


hostage/'  he  vowed. 

Chevrette  declined  to  be  interviewed  for  this  story.  Press  aide  Esther 
Boily  said  Chevrette  had  no  comment  on  the  1995  agreement  or  the  Feb.  10 
letter . 

"The  government  did  not  send  any  money  this  year  because  we  are 
negotiating/'  Boily  said.  "We  are  now  in  negotiations.  He  said  he  will  not 
negotiate  with  journalists."  But  in  fact  there  are  no  negotiations , the 
Crees  say.  Souring  relations  between  the  Crees  and  Quebec  have  brought 
discussions  to  a halt. 

And  so  nine  Cree  communities  wait  for  money  for  more  than  20  projects 
included  in  the  1995  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (known  as  the  MOU) 
between  the  Crees  and  Quebec. 

That  formal  document  was  signed  to  address  Quebec's  300  breaches  of  the 
1975  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement,  which  had  settled  land 
claims . 

Problems  began  last  year  when  Mario  Lord,  a young  Waswanipi  trapper,  and 
the  Crees  launched  a $700-million  lawsuit  against  the  provincial  and 
federal  governments  and  27  logging  companies. 

The  lawsuit  seeks  to  stop  clear-cutting  operations  on  about  70,000 
square  kilometres  of  Cree  land  currently  designated  by  Quebec  as 
commercial  forest. 

Lord's  trapline  and  about  100  others  have  been  affected  by  clear-cutting 
operations . 

In  February,  Chevrette  wrote:  "It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  not  only 
have  proceedings  in  the  Mario  Lord  case  not  been  suspended,  but  the  Crees 
intend  to  file  an  application  for  an  interim  injunction  to  stop  forestry 
operations.  It  is  time  to  choose.  I propose  we  meet,  as  soon  as  possible, 
with  all  the  Cree  chiefs. 

"Until  this  meeting  is  held,  I feel  it  is  best  to  suspend  the 
implementation  of  the  May  23,  1995,  Memorandum  of  Understanding."  That 
amounts  to  a threat,  said  Bill  Namagoose,  executive  director  of  the  Cree 
Grand  Council. 

"The  government  flooded  our  land  in  the  north  and  clear-cut  it  in  the 
south,"  he  said.  "Now  they're  denying  project  funding.  No  other  citizen  in 
Canada  would  be  given  that  ultimatum."  In  Duly,  the  Crees  filed  a motion 
in  Quebec  Superior  Court  for  an  injunction  to  stop  logging  operations, 
pending  a decision  on  the  forestry  case.  A ruling  on  the  motion  is 
expected  next  year,  while  settling  the  forestry  case  altogether  could  take 
years,  a lawyer  for  the  Crees  said. 

Quebec  currently  owes  about  $65  million  for  projects  it  agreed  to  fund 
over  a five-year  period  beginning  in  1997,  according  to  Abel  Bosum,  who 
last  week  replaced  Billy  Diamond  as  the  Crees'  negotiator  with  the  Quebec 
government . 

That  figure  does  not  include  an  additional  $55  million  due  over  the  next 
two  years. 

"It's  been  a struggle  since  the  Dames  Bay  agreement,"  Bosum  said. 

"This  year  seems  to  be  heading  toward  disaster.  The  funding  agreement 
was  approved  by  the  cabinet,  but  no  funds  have  been  disbursed  since  1997. 

"If  they  are  tying  everything  up  to  the  forestry  litigation,  we  know 
they  are  not  serious  in  implementing  the  1995  agreement. 

"If  that's  the  case,  we  don't  have  a choice  but  to  pursue  the  legal 
route."  Bosum,  who  helped  broker  a $50-million  1989  deal  with  Quebec  and 
Canada  to  build  a town  for  his  then-migrant  community,  said  other  pressure 
tactics  are  possible  if  Quebec  does  not  budge  on  the  1995  agreement.  Moses 
said  that  at  a Cree  band  chiefs'  meeting  this  month,  the  Cree  nation  vowed 
to  form  a united  front. 

Right  now,  the  Crees  and  Quebec  have  reached  a stalemate.  No  meetings 
with  Chevrette  have  been  scheduled,  Bosum  said. 

Moses  sent  a letter  to  Chevrette  about  the  funding  crisis;  the  minister 
has  not  yet  responded. 

"The  problem  is  politics,"  said  Waswanipi  youth  chief  Marcel  Happyjack. 
"It's  always  been  political  between  the  Crees  and  Quebec."  Michel 
Letourneau,  the  Parti  Quebecois  MNA  for  Ungava  since  1994,  said  mounting 
tension  between  the  two  groups  has  stunted  local  development. 

"There  are  two  dimensions  of  relations  between  people  living  in  the  same 


territory/'  he  said.  "I  work  with  the  Crees  as  I do  with  Inuit  and  whites. 
We're  working  together  in  the  area  of  job-creation  and  business 
development . 

"Since  lames  Bay,  there  have  always  been  judicial  steps  taken  to  clarify 
the  government's  obligations.  It's  been  almost  25  years  and  it  is 
paralyzing  regional  development." 

In  the  meantime,  some  young  Cree  people  continue  to  use  highways  as 
hangouts  to  sniff  solvents  and  drink  beer. 

Others  wait  for  welfare  cheques  while  community  workers  scramble  to 
provide  services  without  the  necessary  funding.  And  elders  and  trappers 
look  outward,  into  the  forests,  where  one-third  of  their  300  traplines 
have  been  ravaged  by  clear-cutting. 

Over  the  bridge  spanning  the  Waswanipi  River,  the  pavement  stops  where 
the  village  begins.  On  the  right  are  band-council  offices,  a gift  shop  and 
the  Waswanipi  police  station.  In  1996,  the  village  became  the  first  Cree 
community  to  operate  its  own  justice  system.  On  the  left  is  the  Cree-owned 
Mishtuk  forestry  corporation  that  operates  the  Nabagatuk  sawmill  15 
kilometres  to  the  east. 

The  village's  dirt  roads  are  named  after  the  area's  birch,  cedar,  pine 
and  spruce  trees.  Roadside  ditches  are  filled  with  garbage.  Trees  are 
scarce  except  on  the  horizon,  which  is  lined  with  green  jack  pines  and 
brilliant  tamaracks  whose  needles  turn  yellow  in  autumn. 

Workers  are  building  11  houses  in  this  town  of  1,100,  where  chief  Gull 
says  that  in  some  cases  as  many  as  20  family  members  share  one  roof. 

Houses  rent  for  about  $300  a month,  plus  $500  for  monthly  electric- 
heating bills.  About  70  per  cent  of  residents  are  unemployed.  Cree 
communities  face  problems  of  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse,  unemployment,  and 
the  disrespect  of  elders.  Assault  and  vandalism  rates  rise  when  welfare 
cheques  arrive,  a Waswanipi  police  officer  said. 

At  the  town's  public  cafeteria,  a notice  from  the  fire  and  public-safety 
departments  reminds  residents  to  "safely  store  away  their  gas  in  their 
sheds  and  lock  them  up,  because  there  are  youths  going  around  taking  this 
gas  for  sniffing  purposes." 

This  month,  youth  chief  Happyjack  found  15  kids  between  11  and  15  years 
old  in  someone's  back  yard  sniffing  gas.  Police  informed  the  parents,  and 
an  emergency  band  meeting  was  called. 

A temporary  youth  centre,  too  small  for  its  430  members,  has  been 
decorated  with  the  graffiti  of  despair,  phrases  like  "It's  so  boring  here" 
and  "Nothing  to  do." 

Some  of  the  young  people  find  something  to  do  by  sniffing  typing- 
correction  fluid,  glue,  aerosols  and  naphtha,  a fuel  for  lanterns. 

On  weekdays,  llth-grader  Nathaniel  Saganash  and  his  friends  pass  a half- 
built  youth  centre  facing  the  Willie  Happyjack  Memorial  School.  Covered 
with  sheets  of  protective  plastic,  the  centre  has  stood  half-finished 
since  March.  It  is  large  enough  for  a basketball  court,  drama  stage, 
fitness  room,  music  club  and  video  arcade.  Now  it  is  a warehouse  for 
building  materials.  Engineers  said  the  exposed  wood  of  the  centre's  frame 
will  rot  before  spring. 

Without  a place  to  hang  out,  Saganash  said,  he  and  20  friends  used  to 
drink  beer  in  a field  or  near  the  bridge.  He  stopped  smoking  hashish  last 
year  and  now  rarely  drinks  beer.  That  luxury  item  costs  $70  for  a 24- 
bottle  case,  including  a $30  taxi  ride  to  a store  in  a nearby  town. 

"We  need  a youth  centre  now,"  said  Saganash,  18.  "It'll  keep  kids  busy 
so  they'll  stay  away  from  drugs  and  alcohol." 

"We  want  a sober  society,"  said  his  classmate  Leah  Simard,  16. 

"Otherwise  it  gets  passed  on  to  younger  kids." 

Down  the  road  at  the  social-services  office,  Gloria  lolly  spends  her 
days  checking  prescriptions  for  13  of  the  town's  20  elderly  people  in  her 
care.  She  schedules  home-care  workers  to  visit  them  to  provide 
housecleaning,  cooking  or  companionship. 

Until  Waswanipi  gets  its  own  elders'  centre,  older  Cree  people  needing 
care  are  sent  to  hospitals  in  surrounding  towns  or  to  centres  in  Chisasibi 
or  Ouje-Bougoumou,  if  there  are  vacancies. 

"The  last  thing  we  want  to  do  is  send  them  out,"  lolly  said.  "We  want  to 
keep  them  in  the  community.  In  general  families  always  talk  about 


respecting  elders,  and  they're  not  doing  it.  Elders  are  our  history."  So 
elders  requiring  care  are  sent  to  Maggie  Awashish,  a foster  parent.  She 
works  from  8 a.m.  to  11:30  p.m.  caring  for  Sydney  Otter,  73,  who  is 
paralyzed  on  his  right  side  by  a stroke,  Charlie  Cooper,  83,  who  uses  a 
cane  to  walk,  and  Emily  Saganash,  67,  who  needs  oxygen  24  hours  a day  to 
help  her  breathe  since  both  her  lungs  collapsed.  All  three  elders  have 
spent  time  in  non-Indian  hospitals.  Otter  cried  during  his  stay  in 
Roberval,  Awashish  said. 

Emily  Saganash  said,  "There  was  no  Indian  food.  No  bannock,  no  partridge, 
no  rabbit.  Dust  lettuce.  That's  rabbit  food.  Here  I eat  rabbit  and 
partridge.  My  cousin  visits  me." 

Cooper  said  he  sat  still,  unable  to  communicate  with  other  patients 
because  he  speaks  Cree  only. 

Although  elders'  stories  describe  a community  displaced  over  the  years 
by  mining  and  forestry  companies,  they  twist  humour  into  their  tales. 
Conversations  in  Cree  are  often  punctuated  with  laughter.  Through  a 
translator.  Cooper  said  besides  the  hunting,  he  does  not  want  to  leave  his 
community  and  abandon  his  numerous  girlfriends.  The  Cree  Regional  Health 
Board  has  tried  to  deal  with  its  latest  crisis  of  providing  services  to 
Cooper  and  almost  500  other  elders  and  disabled  people  in  the  Cree  nation. 

Approved  funding  of  $30  million  to  $40  million  for  elders'  centres  has 
yet  to  arrive. 

The  board  is  also  discussing  a new  annual  budget  with  the  Quebec  Health 
Department.  Its  current  budget,  $32  million,  has  been  frozen  for  20  years. 

A potential  strike  by  the  region's  1,800  health  workers  would  pose  yet 
another  challenge.  Youth  services,  palliative  care,  rising  rates  of 
diabetes,  and  doctors  leaving  because  there  is  no  housing  are  all  pressing 
issues,  said  health-board  chairman  Bertie  Wapachee. 

"We  are  a crisis  organization,"  he  said.  "Everybody's  crossing  their 
fingers  on  our  end  that  there  won't  be  too  much  politics  affecting  the 
discussions  with  the  health  ministry.  This  involves  the  health  of  our 
people . 

"If  discussions  stall,  we'll  be  in  the  deepest  crisis  we've  ever  been 
in."  Fifteen  kilometres  east  of  Waswanipi  sits  the  Nabagatuk  Forest 
Products  sawmill,  a subsidiary  of  Mishtuk  Corp.  The  mill  is  awaiting  funding 
for  expansion  so  it  can  produce  finished  wood. 

Now  it  employs  34  Cree  people  and  produces  rough,  unplaned  wood.  A $4.3- 
million  expansion  project,  approved  under  the  1995  agreement,  would 
provide  a kiln  to  dry  the  wood,  a planer  and  an  automatic  piler,  said 
Nabagatuk  vice-president  Peter  Gull. 

"The  1995  agreement  (the  MOU)  was  signed  (but  then)  along  came  the  court 
case  and  everything  was  frozen,"  Gull  said.  "These  funds  would  create 
about  16  jobs  and  increase  our  revenue  by  producing  a finished  product." 

In  Whapmagoostui,  a youth  centre  is  just  a blueprint,  said  Matthew 
Mukash,  who  stepped  down  as  that  town's  chief  yesterday  to  take  over  as 
deputy  grand  chief. 

"In  our  community,  zero  dollars  have  arrived  to  build  our  youth  centre," 
he  said. 

"It  should  have  been  built  in  the  summer  of  1998.  People  have  lost  hope. 
Every  time  you  mention  Quebec,  it  triggers  hopelessness."  This  lament 
resonates  throughout  Cree  lands,  where  stalled  MOU  funding  is  just  another 
of  Quebec's  broken  promises.  In  Wemindji,  a dusty  road  that  has  caused 
respiratory  illnesses  among  residents  should  have  been  paved  last  month. 

Sidewalks  and  street  lights  should  have  arrived  in  Chisasibi.  A plan  to 
solve  a housing  shortage  in  Eastmain  by  expanding  sewage  and  water  lines 
has  been  postponed.  Development  projects  in  Nemaska,  Waskaganish  and  Ouje- 
Bougoumou  also  sit  idle. 

In  Mistissini,  the  band  council  has  been  trying  to  recover  $1  million  it 
invested  in  projects  slated  for  government  funding.  This  year,  the 
council's  financial  statements  will  show  a deficit.  "We're  now  looking  at 
a recovery  plan,"  said  William  Macleod,  head  of  Mistissini 's  community 
development.  "What  we  probably  have  to  do  is  get  a bank  loan.  There  is  a 
tension  point  between  the  Cree  and  the  provincial  government.  We're  at  a 
standstill . " 

"It's  become  a memorandum  of  misunderstanding,"  said  chief  Gull  of 


Waswanipi . 

"The  MOU  is  an  IOU,"  said  Freddy  Bosum,  who  handles  socioeconomic- 
development  projects  in  Ouje-Bougoumou . Liberal  Indian-affairs  critic 
Geoffrey  Kelley  said  the  Crees  signed  the  MOU  with  great  hope. 

"Now  it's  become  a great  disappointment/'  he  said.  "The  Quebec 
government  can  slow  up  a process  of  implementing  an  agreement.  They're 
definitely  guilty  of  foot-dragging.  It's  deplorable."  Until  now,  the  Grand 
Council  has  waited  for  negotiations  to  resolve  the  funding  crisis.  When 
Chevrette  penned  his  dismissive  letter  in  February,  few  reporters  covered 
the  showdown. 

But  now,  eight  months  later,  negotiations  have  failed,  approved  projects 
are  half-built,  and  Cree  elections  have  brought  in  a powerful  group  of 
leaders  vowing  to  stand  together  in  support  of  legal  action.  At  the  first 
band  chiefs'  meeting  with  new  Grand  Chief  Moses  this  month  in  Nemaska,  the 
Cree  nation  changed  its  tone.  "We've  tried  the  political  process  and 
negotiations  have  not  worked,"  Namagoose  said.  "Now  we'd  like  to  show  the 
public  the  impact  of  clear-cutting  and  of  the  MOU  funding  suspension." 

Roger  Lacroix  stood  amid  shards  of  broken  tree  stumps  and  branches 
strewn  and  rotting  across  crooked  peat-moss  paths  on  a field  near 
Chibougamau.  This  land  had  been  clear-cut  by  the  Barrette-Chapais  logging 
company,  whose  mill  is  situated  41  kilometres  north.  The  company  is  among 
logging  firms  identified  in  the  forestry  case.  Lacroix,  a forestry 
technician  with  Ouje-Bougoumou ' s band  council,  pointed  to  piles  of  jagged 
branches  shorn  from  felled  trees  in  1991.  Those  stacks  will  take  300  years 
to  decompose,  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  rotting  branches  send  toxins  into  surrounding  lakes  and 
rivers.  Gas  and  fuel  from  forestry  equipment  add  to  pollutants  leaking 
into  regional  water  supplies.  That  problem  could  be  solved  if  forestry 
companies  had  been  required  to  remove  the  debris  created  by  clear-cutting 
operations,  Lacroix  said.  But  now  the  damage  has  been  done. 

"We  are  finding  deformed  moose  fetuses,  hairless  beavers,  fish  with 
lesions  on  them  from  high  mercury  levels  in  the  water,"  he  said.  Barrette- 
Chapais  replanted  jack  pines,  but  the  forest  will  need  a century  to  grow 
back,  Lacroix  said,  estimating  that  90  per  cent  of  this  20,000-  hectare 
parcel  of  land  has  been  clear-cut. 

In  a forest  near  Obatagamau  Lake,  28  kilometres  south  of  Chibougamau, 
Albert  Mianscum  was  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the  roof  of  his  cabin 
Mianscum,  71,  has  been  the  Cree's  steward  of  the  area  since  the  1950s. 

"What  I find  now  when  I check  my  nets  is  fish  with  what  looks  like  burns 
or  lesions,"  Mianscum  said.  "A  lot  of  times  the  eyes  are  broken.  Last  year 
I caught  a fish  that  was  completely  covered  in  sores.  You  can't  eat  that." 

He  is  among  the  40  per  cent  of  the  Cree  population  who  survive  on 
hunting  and  fishing.  To  those  hunters,  companies  who  clear-cut  forests  and 
pollute  lakes  and  rivers  have  jeopardized  the  Crees'  livelihood. 

"Before  the  mining  and  forestry  companies  came  in  1950,  there  was  a lot 
of  moose,"  Mianscum  said.  "Now  there  are  fewer  animals."  Two  weeks  ago  in 
Montreal,  proceedings  began  on  a motion  filed  by  the  Crees  to  get  27 
forestry  companies  to  stop  operations  pending  a decision  on  the  forestry 
case.  Defence  lawyers  for  the  logging  firms  questioned  Cree  trappers  from 
Waskaganish.  The  defence  team  will  question  about  50  trappers  and  experts 
before  year ' s end . 

If  clear-cutting  speeds  up,  the  Crees  could  seek  an  immediate  10-day 
injunction  to  stop  further  damage,  said  lawyer  lames  O'Reilly.  "We  are 
monitoring  the  situation  in  northern  Quebec  daily,"  he  said.  "The  Crees 
are  not  against  all  cutting,  but  they're  against  the  way  it's  being  done 
now. " 

The  $700  million  sought  in  the  case  includes  exemplary  damages  of  $200 
million,  based  on  Quebec's  tree-cutting  fines.  The  penalty  for  cutting  a 
tree  on  the  province's  land  is  $200  multiplied  by  the  estimated  one 
million  trees  felled  on  Cree  territory  since  the  1975  lames  Bay  agreement. 

Another  $200  million  is  being  sought  for  breach  of  trust  and  $300 
million  in  compensation  for  trees  already  felled. 

"This  is  a fight  over  the  preservation  and  protection  of  the  Cree  way  of 
life,"  O'Reilly  said.  "It's  also  a battle  to  protect  their  rights  in  the 
lames  Bay  agreement,  to  hunt,  fish  and  trap  as  a livelihood.  To  have 


animals,  you  need  forests." 

Despite  the  stalled  funding,  life  goes  on  in  Cree  communities.  On  behalf 
of  the  Cree  nation,  last  week  Grand  Chief  Moses  traveled  to  Geneva  to  take 
part  in  a United  Nations  indigenous  peoples'  working  group. 

This  month,  the  people  of  Waskaganish  spent  days  searching  for  eight 
people  who  drowned  in  a boating  accident.  Chief  Gull  in  Waswanipi  fought 
another  battle  with  Chevrette,  who  is  also  the  transport  minister.  That 
fight  was  over  the  speed  limit  on  the  bridge  where  Valerie  Gull  was  killed. 
The  chief  posted  his  own  sign  declaring  a limit  of  50  kilometres  an  hour. 

A day  later  and  20  metres  away,  a Transport  Department  sign  was  installed, 
proclaiming  the  limit  to  be  55. 

And  all  Cree  communities  were  affected  by  the  recent  truckers'  strike.  A 
Cree-owned  company  had  planned  an  airlift  of  baby  formula,  milk  and  flour 
when  blockades  stalled  food  deliveries.  In  all  Cree  villages,  residents 
are  waiting  for  project  funding  to  resume,  for  the  forestry  case  to  end  or 
for  a bear  to  be  trapped  in  the  bush. 

The  Crees  have  survived  for  thousands  of  years,  since  long  before  there 
were  Canadian  and  Quebec  departments  of  Indian  affairs.  Today,  elders  like 
Albert  Mianscum  survive  mostly  on  hunting  and  fishing.  Their  lives  in  the 
bush  remain  similar  to  the  time  when  Mianscum  learned  from  his  elders  how 
to  set  a bear  trap. 

Younger  Crees,  like  Marcel  Happyjack  in  Waswanipi,  remain  optimistic 
about  their  villages'  survival. 

The  forestry  case  and  the  provincial  government's  300  breaches  of  the 
1975  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement  pale  in  comparison  with  the 
Crees'  4, 000-year-old  view  of  their  land. 

"If  you  ask  a native  person  what  the  land  is  worth  to  him,  he  won't  give 
you  a dollar  amount,"  Lacroix  of  Ouje-Bougoumou  said. 

"He'll  tell  you  what  it's  worth.  The  animals,  the  birch  trees  and  the 
productivity  of  the  forest.  There  is  no  price  tag  for  that." 
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Sovereign  financial  territory'  would  have  its  own  bank,  securities  exchange 
Mark  Stevenson  National  Post 

The  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation  in  Quebec  says  it  will  establish  its  reserve 
as  a "sovereign  financial  territory"  and  transform  it  into  a major 
"offshore"  tax  haven,  without  federal  or  provincial  government  approval. 

Kahnawake  leaders  say  a bank,  a securities  exchange  and  a regulatory 
authority  that  will  oversee  them  are  all  under  development  and  will  make 
their  reserve,  located  30  kilometres  south  of  Montreal,  a financial  centre 
similar  to  Antigua,  the  Caribbean  nation  where  low  taxes  and  privacy 
legislation  encourage  international  investors  to  shelter  money. 

"We  have  every  intention  of  becoming  a power  in  offshore  banking,"  said 
Chief  Davis  Rice,  who  heads  Mohawk  Internet  Technologies  (MIT),  a high- 
tech  park  with  44  employees  at  the  reserve. 

"We're  talking  about  offshore  banking  on  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
River. " 

To  help  the  effort,  MIT  has  hired  Michael  Tobin,  the  former  head  of 
business  development  at  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

In  September,  MIT  announced  it  would  use  the  "legal"  protection  of  its 
sovereign  nation  to  become  the  first  territory  in  North  America  to  license 
online  gambling  firms.  Most  Internet  gaming  businesses  conduct 
transactions  through  computer  servers  based  offshore  to  avoid  an  uncertain 
legal  climate  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

The  plan  now  is  to  lure  investors  with  a range  of  financial  services  and 
accounts  "hidden  ...  for  obvious  tax  reasons,"  according  to  Mr.  Rice. 

"Why  can't  we  take  business  from  Antigua  and  put  it  on  the  St. 

Lawrence?"  he  said. 


"Of  course  Canada  and  others  will  say  it  is  impossible,  that  what  we're 
doing  is  illegal  ...  [That]  will  be  our  battle." 

Kahnawake  Mohawks,  as  with  all  native  Canadians,  pay  no  income  taxes 
provided  they  live  on  reserves,  and  are  not  subject  to  sales  taxes  on 
products  or  services  purchased  on  their  territory. 

Mr.  Rice  maintains  that  their  "sovereign  status"  as  natives  means  they 
do  not  need  need  approval  from  Ottawa  to  establish  their  own  bank  or 
securities  exchange. 

Federal  officials  say  they  do  not  know  if  the  Mohawk  efforts  are  legal. 

Margaret  Pearcy,  a spokeswoman  for  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Financial  Institutions  (OSFI),  the  federal  regulator,  said  there  are 
strict  requirements,  including  capital  and  deposit  insurance  standards, 
which  banks  must  meet  to  operate  legally  in  Canada. 

She  said  reserve  status  may  pose  regulatory  jurisdiction  questions. 

Nevertheless,  she  said  a Mohawk  bank  would  not  be  recognized  unless  it 
met  OSFI's  requirements. 

"We  wouldn't  consider  them  a regulated  bank  unless  they  became  a bank," 
said  Ms.  Pearcy 

lean-Michel  Catta,  a spokesman  for  the  Finance  Department,  would  not 
comment  on  whether  the  Mohawk  move  would  be  legal. 

"If  you  want  to  set  up  a bank  in  Canada,  there  are  rules  that  need  to  be 
followed,"  said  Mr.  Catta. 

"But  in  the  [Mohawk]  case  ...  we  would  have  to  get  a legal  opinion." 

No  one  at  the  Mohawk  Nation  would  offer  details  about  the  tax  regime 
that  would  be  set  up  to  create  an  "offshore"  banking  centre,  but  such 
centres  are  typically  low-tax  countries  with  such  secretive  banking 
regulations  that  an  individual's  or  company's  home  country  cannot  prove 
where  the  money  in  a given  bank  account  came  from. 

Michael  Tobin,  the  former  New  York  Stock  Exchange  official  advising  MIT, 
is  also  a former  director  of  economic  development  for  New  York  State  in 
the  province  of  Quebec. 

In  an  telephone  interview  with  the  National  Post  from  Long  Beach,  Calif, 
he  said  he  expects  the  bank  to  be  operating  within  six  months  and  the 
securities  exchange  in  a year. 

"The  Mohawks  have  a certain  special  tax  status  . . . which  will  be  part  of 
the  formula,"  Mr.  Tobin  said. 

"There  is  no  reason  for  this  not  to  evolve  into  something  based  on  the 
Caribbean  [model]." 

Mr.  Tobin  was  reluctant  to  release  further  details,  but  said  the  group 
would  offer  bank  accounts,  electronic  cash  and  a securities  exchange 
through  the  Internet.  Businesses  and  financial  firms  are  also  being 
encouraged  to  locate  at  the  park. 

He  said  MIT  has  already  been  approached  by  a number  of  interested  banks, 
including  "heavy  hitters  from  the  U.S.  and  Europe." 

Both  online  businesses  and  firms  located  at  the  reserve  would  be  under  a 
Mohawk  financial  authority  that  is  being  developed  to  protect  investors 
and  ensure  such  practices  as  money  laundering  do  not  occur,  said  Mr.  Tobin 

Tax  experts  say  a sovereign  financial  entity  on  North  American  soil 
would  have  certain  benefits. 

Alex  Doulis,  an  expert  on  tax  shelters  who  is  based  in  the  Caribbean, 
said  a Mohawk  bank,  for  example,  would  pose  unique  difficulties  for 
Canadian  tax  collectors. 

At  present.  Revenue  Canada  tracks  money  leaving  the  country  through 
records  provided  by  banks,  which  are  required  to  record  transfers  greater 
than  $10,000. 

But  with  a tax  haven  on  Canadian  soil,  investors  could  avoid  detection 
by  physically  moving  the  money,  said  Mr.  Doulis. 

"If  we  have  a tax  haven  in  Canada,  someone  could  drive  from  Montreal 
with  $20,000  in  their  jeans  [deposit  the  money  at  the  Mohawk  bank]  and  say 
thank  you  very  much." 
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County  gets  trust  lands  reprieve;  Lewis  County's  portion  of  Waha  property 
is  being  withheld  from  designation  pending  more  information 
By:  Jodi  Walker 
Of  The  Tribune 

NEZPERCE  --  Lewis  County  will  have  a chance  to  explain  formally  why 
placing  1,200  acres  of  tribal-owned  land  into  trust  with  the  United  States 
government  would  hurt  the  county. 

The  decision  came  Wednesday  after  the  county  voiced  opposition  a month 
ago  to  the  application,  which  was  filed  by  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  in  1992. 
County  officials  have  no  record  that  the  county  was  notified  of  the 
application  prior  to  the  appeal  process  in  September  of  this  year. 

"I  figured  that  was  about  what  was  going  to  happen,"  said  Lewis  County 
Commissioner  Joe  Leitch. 

The  September  notice  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior's  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  Lapwai  stated  the  "Waha  property"  was  located  in  both 
Lewis  and  Nez  Perce  counties. 

About  1,200  acres  are  in  Lewis  County  and  2,600  acres  in  Nez  Perce 
County. 

Nez  Perce  County  responded  to  the  application  in  1992  and  saw  no  adverse 
effect  from  providing  trust  status  for  the  land  because  it  was  not  on  the 
county  tax  rolls.  The  Lewis  County  property  is  on  the  county's  tax  rolls. 

Trust  status  allows  land  not  only  to  be  removed  from  tax  rolls,  but  also 
allows  the  tribe  to  be  eligible  for  federal  money.  The  land  also  cannot  be 
sold  as  the  federal  government  holds  the  title. 

In  the  Wednesday  decision  from  the  Portland  Area  Office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  the  local  superintendent's  decision  was  overruled.  The  Nez 
Perce  County  land  will  be  allowed  to  continue  into  trust  status  but  the 
Lewis  County  portion  will  be  withheld  for  more  information. 

Lewis  County  requested  property  descriptions  and  other  pertinent 
information  from  the  bureau  in  a letter  dated  Sept.  20.  The  tribe  was 
supposed  to  have  20  days  to  respond  to  the  request.  The  county  has  not 
received  that  information  or  any  explanation,  according  to  Laurine 
Nightingale,  Lewis  County  commissioner. 

"I  don't  know  why  they  are  playing  such  hardball,"  Leitch  said. 

Until  that  information  is  received,  the  county  cannot  answer  the 
specific  questions  the  bureau  most  likely  will  ask,  Leitch  said.  Questions 
like  how  much  tax  is  on  the  land  are  impossible  to  answer  without  a legal 
description,  he  said. 

"I  still  feel  we  need  information,"  said  Nightingale. 

The  land  in  question  is  timber  land.  The  entire  parcel,  in  both  counties, 
makes  up  about  50  percent  of  the  timber  owned  by  the  tribe. 

The  tribe  intends  to  manage  the  timber  land  and  not  change  the  land's 
use,  according  to  Samuel  N.  Penney,  executive  director  of  the  Nez  Perce 
Tribal  Executive  Committee. 

More  than  20,000  other  acres  of  land  in  area  counties  are  awaiting 
review  by  the  Interior  department  and  may  be  changed  to  trust  land. 
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Begay  encounages  Amenican  Indian  youth  to  choose  game  oven  dnugs  and  guns 

By  PETE  HERRERA 

.c  The  Associated  Pness 

11/12/99 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  - PGA  nookie  sensation  and  Amenican  Indian  sponts 
icon  Notah  Begay  came  home  Fniday. 

Unden  an  Indian-summen  blue  sky  with  the  tempenatune  in  the  high  70s, 
Begay  munched  on  Indian  fny  bnead,  captivated  hundneds  of  childnen  with 
his  golf  swing  and  helped  naised  thousands  of  dollans  to  get  dnivens  and 
puttens  into  the  hands  of  Indian  youngstens. 

Begay,  winnen  of  two  tounnaments  and  mone  than  $1.2  million  on  the  PGA 
Toun  this  season,  netunned  to  Albuquenque ' s Ladena  municipal  counse  on 
which  he  stanted  playing  golf  at  age  8.  He  held  a golf  clinic,  signed 
hundneds  of  golf  balls  and  hats  and  spoke  of  how  golf  can  help  keep 
Amenica's  youth  fnom  dnugs,  alcohol  and  gangs. 

"I  want  to  give  kids  an  altennative  ...  to  panticipation  in  gangs  (and) 
to  just  sitting  anound  and  wasting  thein  time  with  thein  fniends,"  Begay 
said . 

"If  thene's  something  out  thene  fon  them  to  put  thein  time  into,  and  if 
thene's  a goal  beyond  that,  then  it  gives  them  an  oppontunity . " 

Fon  youngstens  living  on  the  Canoncito  Navajo  nesenvation  30  miles  west 
of  Albuquenque,  that  oppontunity  will  be  enhanced  by  a $20,000  gnant  fnom 
the  U.S.  Golf  Association.  Officials  of  the  USGA  pnesented  a check  in  that 
amount  to  Canoncito  community  leadens  to  help  stant  a junion  golf  pnognam. 

Amenican  Indian  youth  fnom  sevenal  othen  New  Mexico  pueblos  and  tnibes, 
along  with  two  junion  golfens  fnom  the  Oneida  tnibe  in  Wisconsin,  got  the 
day  off  fnom  school  to  attend  the  event. 

"We  don't  cane  what  skill  level  they'ne  at,  we  just  want  to  get  them 
involved,"  said  Begay,  a half-Navajo,  half -Pueblo  Indian. 

Begay,  a gnaduate  of  Stanfond,  whene  he  was  a teammate  of  Tigen  Woods, 
won  the  Reno-Tahoe  Open  and  the  Michelob  Championship  in  his  finst  season 
on  the  PGA  Toun.  His  emengence  on  the  toun  has  made  him  New  Mexico's 
biggest  golf  celebnity  since  Nancy  Lopez  and  an  idol  to  Amenican  Indian 
youth,  fon  whom  golf  has  tnaditionally  been  a foneign  spont. 

"I'm  neally  glad  that  he  paved  the  path  fon  us,"  said  16-yean-old  Launel 
Begay  (no  nelation),  a student  at  Ganado  High  School  in  nontheastenn 
Anizona . 

"Especially  Navajos,  because  when  a Native  Amenican  succeeds,  it's 
usually  fnom  othen  tnibes.  We  look  up  to  him,  and  he's  a neally  good, 
positive  nole  model." 

Asked  if  she  believes  golf  will  become  populan  among  Amenican  Indian 
youngstens,  Launel  Begay  nesponded,  laughing:  "Yeah,  because  of  Notah 
Begay.  He's  neally  cool." 

The  event,  which  also  featuned  a golf  tounnament  to  naise  money  fon 
junion  golf  pnognams  in  New  Mexico,  attnacted  an  estimated  1,000  people. 

Sunnounded  by  youngstens  and  admining  adults,  Begay  put  on  an  impnessive 
clinic,  displaying  eveny  shot  in  his  bag  - fnom  a high  fade  to  a low  hook, 
fnom  280-yand  dnives  to  100-yand  wedge  shots. 

And  he  did  it  with  a fnequent  touch  of  humon. 

"When  I'm  playing  with  amateuns,  I like  to  stand  night  behind  the  flag 
on  night  in  the  middle  of  the  fainway,"  Begay  told  his  audience.  "It's  the 
safest  place." 

The  day  bnought  teans  to  the  eyes  of  Begay's  fathen,  Notah  Begay  Sn., 
and  a sense  of  pnide  to  his  Stanfond  coach,  Wally  Goodwin. 

"This  is  wondenful,"  said  Goodwin,  who  flew  in  fnom  Califonnia  fon  the 
event.  "It's  going  to  change  the  life  of  maybe  one  kid  hene.  And  if  you 
change  the  life  of  one  kid  in  youn  lifespan,  you've  done  youn  job.  Notah 
is  going  to  change  the  lives  of  lots  of  kids." 

Begay's  fathen  said  he  neven  imagined  the  impact  his  son  has  had  on 
Amenican  Indians  - "not  with  Indians;  with  non-Indians,  maybe.  He  has  done 
something  beyond  what  I could  imagine." 


"Look  at  that/'  he  said,  pointing  to  a long  line  of  autograph  seekers 
waiting  to  meet  his  son. 
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Indian  Tribes  Eye  Economic  Success 
By  ARTHUR  H.  ROTSTEIN 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
11/12/99 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (AP)  - Indian  tribes  are  looking  for  more  ways  to  reduce 
their  reliance  on  government  subsidies  and  attack  poverty,  even  though 
casinos  have  pumped  millions  of  dollars  into  a number  of  tribal  economies. 

One  tribe  has  started  its  own  cellular  telephone  company.  Several  are 
developing  resorts. 

Indian  leaders  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  focusing  on  how  to 
expand  such  efforts  during  a meeting  here  that  ends  Saturday. 

"Gaming  has  been  very  helpful  but  it's  not  a panacea,  and  there  are  huge, 
continuing  problems  of  poverty  in  Indian  America,"  said  Stephen  Cornell, 
director  of  the  Udall  Center  for  studies  in  Public  Policy.  "We  are  dealing 
with  problems  that  are  comparable  with  poverty  issues  in  developing 
countries . " 

The  conference  will  help  tribes  identify  and  learn  from  the  experiences 
of  others  as  they  pursue  self-governance  and  economic  development,  Cornell 
said  Thursday. 

About  50  of  the  500  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States,  including 
Eskimos  and  Aleuts,  and  a dozen  from  Canada  sent  more  than  400 
representatives  to  the  conference,  which  began  Thursday  night. 

"Building  American  Indian  Nations  for  the  21st  Century,"  is  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Udall  Center,  the  Morris  K.  Udall  Foundation  and  the 
Tohono  O'odham  Nation  of  southern  Arizona. 

The  goal  is  to  help  Indian  nations  learn  from  other  tribes'  experiences 
in  approaching  major  challenges  they  face,  Cornell  said. 

While  a number  of  tribes  have  established  reservation  casinos,  "the  big 
impacts  have  been  limited  to  a fairly  small  number  of  tribes,"  Cornell 
said.  As  of  two  years  ago,  fewer  than  one-third  of  more  than  100  tribes 
with  gambling  operations  were  making  more  than  $10  million  a year,  Cornell 
said . 

A number  of  tribes  are  diversifying  by  investing  gambling  revenues  in 
health  care,  education  and  other  programs.  "That  is  the  coming  pattern," 
Cornell  said. 

But  before  they  get  to  that  step,  a critical  factor  in  their  economic 
development  is  the  effectiveness  of  their  governing  institutions,  he  said. 
Many  tribes  are  considering  constitutional  reform  to  create  governments 
equipped  to  lead  their  people  to  economic  success. 

"They  never  imagined  that  they  would  be  negotiating  with  Fortune  500 
companies,  or  with  the  federal  government,  trying  to  build  modern 
economies,"  he  said. 
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Cherokees  adopt  financial  safeguards 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
11/12/99 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  has  adopted  safeguards  to  prevent 
financial  problems  in  the  United  States'  second-largest  Indian  tribe. 

Chief  Chad  Smith  said  Thursday. 

The  announcement  of  the  safeguards  is  part  of  a "Report  to  the  Cherokee 
People,"  which  states  that  progress  has  been  made  during  Smith's  first 
three  months  as  chief. 

The  tribe  of  about  205,000  members  has  an  annual  budget  of  more  than 
$140  million.  Smith  said  he  inherited  "very  severe  problems"  when  he  took 
office  in  August  but  has  been  able  minimize  them  with  an  "open-door  policy. 

There  has  been  controversy  between  Smith  backers  and  supporters  of 
former  Chief  Doe  Byrd  over  the  financial  condition  of  the  tribe.  During 
the  campaign  for  chief  this  year.  Smith  charged  at  first  that  the  tribe 
had  a deficit  of  $18  million.  After  taking  office,  he  changed  the  figure 
to  $5  million. 

Byrd  said  the  lower  figure  was  also  open  to  argument. 

Smith  said  the  financial  condition  of  the  tribe  "is  slowly  beginning  to 
improve."  For  the  first  time  in  five  years,  he  said,  a budget  was  approved 
on  time  by  the  tribal  council. 

The  budget  for  this  fiscal  year  was  the  first  to  be  approved  by  the 
council  in  three  years,  he  said. 

Smith  said  weaknesses  had  been  identified  in  the  tribe's  accounting 
system.  He  also  said  the  tribe's  marshal  service  has  been  restored  and 
that  a level  of  bureaucracy  has  been  removed  by  eliminating  deputy 
director  positions. 
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B.C.  chiefs  say  they're  shut  out  of  Nisga'a  hearings 
c.  CBC 

Nov  12  1999 

VANCOUVER  - First  Nations  groups  in  British  Columbia  are  angry  they  are 
being  shut  out  of  a parliamentary  committee  receiving  input  on  the  Nisga'a 
treaty. 

The  president  of  the  B.C.  Indian  chiefs  organization,  Stewart  Phillip, 
says  his  group  made  a request  to  testify  on  Oct.  4.  So  far  it  has  been 
denied  an  opportunity  to  present  testimony.  Phillip  says  the  Nisga'a 
agreement  has  serious  implications  for  the  survival  of  aboriginal  title 
and  rights. 

Opponents  of  the  treaty  among  the  B.C.  First  Nation,  the  province  and 
the  federal  government,  say  they  have  not  been  allowed  to  testify  at  the 
committee's  five  hearing  dates  around  the  province. 
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Volunteers  watch  over  Indian  ruins 
Stewards  help  save  state  historical  sites 
By  Barry  Burkhart 
c.  The  Arizona  Republic 
Nov.  11,  1999 

Shelley  Rasmussen  of  Wickenburg  is  a dynamo.  She  can  keep  up  with  Deeps 
driving  on  bad  roads  --  while  hiking. 

She  is  ardent  in  her  belief  that  Arizonans  must  learn  to  preserve  the 
state's  historical  sites.  And  she  works  endlessly  to  help. 

For  one  thing,  she's  a docent  for  Pueblo  Grande  Museum  in  Phoenix. 

"I  do  all  education  there,"  Rasmussen  said.  "I  try  to  teach  kids  to 
enjoy  desert  archaeology.  They  need  to  understand  that  these  things  need 
to  be  protected.  They're  our  history." 

She's  also  a site  steward  for  Arizona  State  Parks'  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office.  About  600  stewards  try  to  cover  1,400  historic  sites. 

Stewards  deal  mostly  with  ancient  Indian  ruins,  visiting  sites  of  their 
choosing,  to  look  for  vandalism,  theft  and  other  human  disturbances. 

SITE  ETIQUETTE 

Prehistoric  walls  are  fragile.  Your  weight  may  be  all  it  takes  to  bring 
them  down.  Disturbing  rocks  in  the  masonry  also  allows  moisture  to  seep 
into  the  walls,  eroding  them  from  the  inside  out  until  they  fall. 

Rock  circles  or  alignments  are  trying  to  tell  a story.  Moving  them 
closes  the  book  without  anyone  having  a chance  to  interpret  what  they 
meant . 

Where  your  tracks  could  cause  disturbance  to  geoglyphs  or  ancient  paths, 
walk  lightly. 

If  you  spot  an  object  of  archaeological  interest,  please  stop  to  examine 
and  photograph  the  item  if  you  like,  then  return  it  to  where  you  found  it. 

For  Native  Americans,  ruins  are  sacred  places  today,  just  as  they  were 
hundreds  of  years  ago.  Conducting  personal  ceremonies  and  leaving  objects 
in  the  ruins  can  be  offensive  to  other  visitors  and  to  contemporary  tribal 
members,  who  may  still  be  using  the  places  for  their  traditional 
ceremonies . 

PROTECTING  ROCK  ART 

Touching  rock  art  leaves  oils  from  your  fingers  that  speed  the  rock's 
natural  deterioration  process. 

Paper  rubbings  or  tracings  cause  irreparable  damage. 

Chalking  makes  it  impossible  to  use  new  methods  of  dating  the  figures. 

Repecking  or  repainting  an  image  doesn't  restore  it,  but  rather  destroys 
the  original. 

Taking  it  home  is  illegal  under  both  state  and  federal  law. 

Graffiti  can  destroy  rock  art  as  well  as  deface  historic  wood  buildings. 

"Sometimes  we  catch  some  of  the  bad  guys,"  Rasmussen  said.  "We  don't 
carry  guns  or  anything,  but  we  all  have  cell  phones.  We  try  to  take 
pictures  or  license  plate  numbers  --  anything  to  help  land  managers  catch 
the  bad  guys." 

Being  a steward  requires  a day  and  a half  of  training.  Students  learn  to 
use  maps  and  other  resources. 

"Then  we  match  them  up  with  what  they  want  to  do,"  she  said.  "Some 
people  want  to  drive  to  their  sites.  Some  want  to  drive  part  way  and  then 
hike  into  a site.  Some  want  remotes  places  where  they  hike  in  and  camp  a 
day  or  two. 

"It's  a good  excuse  to  get  out.  It  gives  you  purpose." 

Rasmussen  is  the  regional  coordinator  in  the  Hassayampa  Region,  which 
includes  areas  around  Wickenburg  all  the  way  to  Interstate  17. 

"I  help  line  up  stewards,  keep  track  of  the  time  we've  spent  at  sites  to 
pass  on  to  land  management  agencies  and  try  to  collect  names  and  locations 
of  new  sites  that  we  can  add  to  our  list  for  monitoring,"  she  said. 

There  is  only  one  paid  employee  in  the  steward  system  --  Mary  Estes, 
based  in  the  State  Parks  home  office  in  Phoenix.  She  is  the  overall 
coordinator. 

Last  weekend,  Rasmussen  and  her  assistant,  Bonnie  Helton  of  Congress, 
led  a small  group  to  Indian  Mesa  southwest  of  Black  Canyon  City. 


It's  easy  to  spot  the  mesa.  It's  the  one  with  a limestone  ring  around 
the  top.  It  was  a fortress  for  ancient  Hohokam  Indians,  who  from  their 
vantage  could  see  approaching  enemies  from  all  sides.  The  road  to  the 
saddle  where  the  trailhead  lies  gets  really  rough  for  the  last  half-mile 
or  so.  Rasmussen  didn't  wish  to  tear  up  her  sport-utility  vehicle,  so  she 
and  Helton  hiked  that  stretch.  The  Deeps  ahead  of  the  two  barely  beat  them 
to  the  saddle. 

The  trail  isn't  marked  but  can  be  seen  leaving  the  saddle.  It's  a steep 
trail  with  plenty  of  sandy  soil.  The  climb  is  perhaps  a quarter  of  a mile. 
It  leads  to  the  only  entrance  to  the  Hohokam  ruins. 

This  site  has  been  vandalized  badly.  Some  were  looking  for  treasure, 
others  to  do  damage.  But  there  are  standing  walls  and  pottery  shards.  It 
is  illegal  under  both  state  and  federal  law  to  take  anything  from  the 
ruins  or  to  vandalize  them. 

Rasmussen  said  the  walls  in  the  village  were  once  about  five  feet  high. 

"The  Hohokams  were  small  people,"  she  said.  "They  didn't  need  high 
ceilings . " 

The  ruins  offer  excellent  views  of  Lake  Pleasant  and  other  mesas  in  the 
area . 

"Fortunately,  it's  no  longer  legal  to  go  out  and  rape  and  pillage  these 
sites,"  Rasmussen  said.  "Once  you  take  a piece  from  the  puzzle,  it  is  no 
longer  any  good  to  archaeologists.  Whatever's  gone  can't  put  back  into  the 
puzzle  again." 

Twice  a year  stewards  have  educational  workshops  to  learn  history  and 
other  things.  Once  a year,  there's  a statewide  conference.  Stewards  can 
tour  sites  in  the  various  areas  and  learn  how  they  vary  from  more  familiar 
grounds . 

The  Civil  Air  Patrol  even  surveys  some  sites  to  look  for  changes. 

"They  can  cover  a lot  of  sites  in  a hurry,"  Rasmussen  said. 

The  organization  has  some  professional  archaeologists  as  stewards,  but 
most,  according  to  Rasmussen,  do  the  work  as  an  avocation. 

"I  guess  I've  been  a site  steward  all  my  life,"  she  said.  "I  just  didn't 
know  what  to  call  it." 

For  more  information,  call  (602)  542-7143. 
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Delegate  tries  anew  to  ban  use  of  'squaw' 

By  PAUL  CARRIER 

c,  Blethen  Maine  Newspapers  Inc. 

November  11,  1999 

AUGUSTA  --  After  losing  in  his  first  attempt,  an  American  Indian 
representative  will  try  again  next  week  to  introduce  legislation  that 
would  outlaw  the  use  of  the  word  "squaw"  in  Maine  place  names. 

Rep.  Donald  Soctomah  of  Princeton,  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe's  non-voting 
delegate  to  the  Maine  House  of  Representatives,  is  pushing  the  bill 
because  he  says  squaw  is  a derogatory  term  that  insults  Indian  women. 

Although  the  origin  of  the  term  is  not  entirely  clear,  Soctomah  said  it 
has  become  a racial  slur  and  an  insult  to  Indian  women  that  can  be  loosely 
translated  as  "prostitute." 

"These  are  our  grandmothers,  our  mothers  and  our  wives,"  Soctomah  said 
of  the  women  who  are  belittled  by  the  use  of  squaw  in  the  names  of  more 
than  a dozen  Maine  mountains,  ponds,  islands  and  other  places.  "It's  time 
for  us,  instead  of  knocking  our  women  down,  to  put  them  on  a pedestal." 

Soctomah  said  having  a Squaw  Mountain,  a Squaw  Island  and  a Squaw  Pond 
"is  like  calling  a mountain  Whore  Mountain  or  a township  Whore  Township." 

Legislative  leaders  initially  refused  to  let  in  Soctomah ' s bill  when 


they  met  last  month  to  decide  which  bills  the  Legislature  will  consider 
when  it  reconvenes  in  January.  But  Soctomah,  who  filed  the  bill  on  behalf 
of  the  Maine  Indian  Tribal-State  Commission,  will  ask  top  lawmakers  to 
reconsider  when  they  meet  again  Monday. 

The  nine-member  commission  includes  Indians  chosen  by  their  tribes  and 
other  members  appointed  by  the  governor  to  work  on  issues  affecting  the 
state  and  the  tribes. 

The  bill  would  amend  an  existing  state  law  that  says  "no  place  in  the 
state  shall  have  or  be  given  an  offensive  name."  That  law  currently 
defines  only  one  word  --  "nigger"  --  as  an  offensive  name.  Soctomah's  bill 
would  amend  that  to  also  define  squaw  as  an  offensive  word  that  could  not 
be  used  as  a place  name  in  Maine. 

The  law  already  requires  the  appropriate  government  agencies  to  take 
"whatever  reasonable  actions  are  required  to  complete  a change  in  the 
offensive  name,"  and  then  take  steps  to  ensure  "that  such  name  changes 
appear  on  maps  and  other  public  documents." 

Soctomah  is  far  from  alone  in  claiming  that  squaw  is  so  pejorative  that 
its  continued  use  as  a place  name  is  inexcusable. 

Sherri  Mitchell,  a Penobscot  who  supports  the  proposed  ban,  described 
squaw  as  "a  term  that  has  been  used  by  non-native  people  to  degrade  native 
people . " 

"It  would  be  a considerable  slap  in  the  face"  if  the  Legislature  refused 
to  erase  such  derogatory  language  from  the  Maine  landscape  at  the  dawn  of 
a new  millennium,  Mitchell  said. 

She  said  such  a move  "should  be  looked  at  as  a hate  crime  because  it 
truly  dishonors  native  women"  by  enshrining  a term  that  was  "created  in 
Euro-American  society"  to  demean  Indian  women. 

Mitchell  said  Minnesota,  Montana  and  Colorado  have  banned  or  restricted 
the  word's  use  in  place  names. 

Not  everyone  agrees  with  Mitchell's  assessment  of  the  term's  origins, 
however,  and  even  some  Indians  are  not  convinced  that  it  is  particularly 
derogatory. 

Some  Indians  claim  the  word  originated  as  an  Iroquoian  term  that 
referred  to  female  genitalia.  They  say  once  Europeans  arrived  on  this 
continent,  white  men  quickly  adopted  the  word  as  an  insulting  slang  term 
for  Indian  women,  or  to  refer  to  white  women  who  married  Indian  men. 

But  the  Encyclopedia  of  North  American  Indians  and  some  other  references 
say  the  word  was  commonly  used  by  New  England  tribes  speaking  Algonquian 
languages  to  refer  to  a woman  in  neutral  or  even  complimentary  terms. 

"The  literal  meaning  of  the  word  squaw  is  obscure,  and  its  connotations 
have  changed  over  time,"  according  to  the  encyclopedia.  The  Massachusetts 
tribe  described  a young  woman  as  a "squa"  and  the  Narragansett  tribe  used 
"sunksquaw"  to  describe  a queen  or  lady. 

But  whatever  the  origins  of  the  word,  the  encyclopedia  notes,  white 
people  eventually  applied  the  term  in  an  insulting  way  to  Indian  women 
throughout  North  America. 

"By  the  20th  century,  the  word  squaw  had  developed  multiple  derogatory 
associations  that  had  no  connection  to  the  word's  original  meaning," 
according  to  the  encyclopedia. 

Not  all  Maine  Indians  agree  that  the  current  usage  of  the  term  is 
insulting.  Richard  Hamilton,  chief  of  the  Penobscot  Nation,  said  the 
Penobscots  support  Soctomah's  efforts  because  some  Indians  believe  the 
word  is  a slur.  Hamilton  is  not  among  them. 

"I  never  considered  it  offensive,"  Hamilton  said. 

He  said  some  of  the  confusion  may  stem  from  the  fact  that  squaw  is 
neither  a Penobscot  word  nor  a Passamaquoddy  word,  but  rather  a word  that 
originated  with  other  tribes. 

Until  some  Indians  began  focusing  attention  on  the  word's  sometimes 
negative  connotations,  Hamilton  said,  "it  was  never  even  mentioned  as  to 
whether  it  was  a good  word  or  not.  It  was  just  an  accepted  word"  that  was 
synonymous  with  "woman." 

The  upcoming  legislative  session  will  be  shorter  than  the  one  held  this 
year  and  it  is  supposed  to  limit  its  agenda  to  emergencies  requiring 
immediate  action.  Some  legislative  leaders  do  not  see  changing  the  name  of 
Squaw  Mountain  as  an  emergency,  but  Soctomah,  who  is  the  father  of  seven 


daughters , disagrees. 

"It's  an  emergency  that  another  generation  of  women  will  be  exposed  to 
this  word"  unless  the  Legislature  acts  quickly,  he  said. 

Even  if  the  word  has  legitimate  Indian  origins,  Soctomah  said,  "during 
the  last  400  years  the  word  has  been  corrupted  in  English  eyes  and  French 
eyes  and  everything  else."  He  said  it  is  now  such  a scathing  insult  that, 
for  many  Indian  women,  "it  cuts  right  to  the  bone  of  their  whole  being." 

"RE : stand  up  and  be  Counted"  

Date:  11  Nov  1999  21:42:18  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Subj : Stand  up  and  be  Counted  (Tribute) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe. html 
Click  on  "Tribute  to  Veterans" 

Observe  Marine  Corps  Staff  Sergeant  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  receiving 
his  Silver  Star  Medal  and  the  Compound  that  held  4,000  Vietnamese 
villagers  that  he  protected  during  the  notorious  Tet  Offensive  1968 
Vietnam.  Robert  was  blown  by  a grenade  that  left  him  unconscious  with  ears 
bleeding  and  shrapnel  shattered  throughout  his  body.  He  came  to  finding 
that  he  was  totally  surrounded.  The  enemy  told  him  to  surrender.  He 
responded  with  force  commanding  orders  to  his  men,  went  to  the  aid  and 
bandaged  the  wounded.  He  lost  no  men  during  this  battle  and  was  accredited 
by  stopping  a major  attack  on  the  City  of  Danang. 

Prayer  to  the  Warriors: 

I am  inspired  by  those  who  practice  what  their  life  experience  has 
taught  them  and  to  uphold  the  true  meaning  of  valor  and  integrity  and  to 
know  what  it  means  to  become  an  example  to  others  to  learn  and  to  live  by. 
It  is  a courageous  challenge  and  more  often  all  too  lonely. 

Many  have  learned  too  well  what  it  is  to  neglect  the  potential  to 
alleviate  fear  and  we  can  not  propose  dissention  from  those  who  take  a 
stand  to  disable  what  we  know  is  evil.  We  must  know  what  the  evil  is  and 
while  we  face  those  demons  and  abuses  together  we  will  win  one  battle  at  a 
time,  but  we  must  stand  with  the  leaders  and  defy  only  those  who  betray 
their  efforts  to  do  righteous. 

Our  idea  of  civilization  is  corrupt  and  barbaric.  But,  the  heart's  of 
the  American  Indian  who  graced  this  earth  as  First  Nations  peoples  who 
revere  Mother  Earth  and  protecting  its  spirit  and  practice  this  as  a given 
is  the  home  for  which  we  all  belong  as  Brother's  and  Sister's  and  we  can 
not  work  to  destroy  its  sanctity.  We  must  walk  with  those  who  have 
convinced  us  of  their  trials  in  life  to  make  this  a better  place  for  all 
and  know  that  the  new  generations  are  watching. 

I pray  that  God  take  the  pain  from  the  hearts  of  all  men  and  women  who 
have  suffered  for  taking  a stand  in  their  lives  for  peace  and  order.  Bring 
solace,  direction  and  hope  for  those  who  seek  God's  guidance  with  a 
conscience,  for  God  is  our  conscience.  It  is  these  very  people  who  will 
need  to  win  the  battle  over  the  unconscionable. 

I am  one  voice  in  prayer.  But,  my  voice  will  be  heard  like  an  echo 
across  the  mountains  and  every  vast  meadow.  Where  one  voice  is  heard,  its 
message  will  be  carried  through  the  winds  until  an  army  of  hearts  will 
seek  vengeance  only  against  evil  and  to  hate  only  hatred  itself. 

My  commitment  is  with  you,  the  Creator.  It  is  to  do  your  Will  and  to 
bring  justice  and  harmony  where  you  have  brought  its  attention  directly  to 
me.  My  word  is  my  honor.  I will  give  everything  of  myself  for  this  and 
pray  for  those  with  greater  strength  and  life's  knowledge  to  show  us  what 
it  is  to  lead  so  that  we  may  all  gain  the  power  of  integrity  from  the 
desire  to  see  eternal  productivity.  It  is  an  endless  need. 

I have  been  blessed  in  having  had  so  much  more  to  gain  from  all  of  my 
giving.  No  matter  what  obstacles  may  land  in  my  way  I know  that  one  day  my 
spirit  will  seep  through  the  soil  for  all  who  cross  my  path.  Those  will  be 
the  one's  who  know  that  I keep  my  promise  for  the  balance  in  life  that  you 


want  for  us  to  have.  And  while  we  face  our  own  demons  may  we  be  redeemed 
in  every  course  of  action  that  we  take  in  our  loyalty  that  speaks  from  the 
heart  and  only  with  the  Creators  direction  for  we  have  none  without  him. 

People  of  our  blessed  earth  we  bring  each  other  gifts  of  great  lesson. 

It  is  something  that  we  may  deny  or  it  will  be  what  we  know  to  grasp  with 
all  our  might.  I pray  that  we  know  how  to  value  the  faith  and 
understanding  that  you  have  blessed  us  all  to  handle  with  a loyalty  and 
love.  Let  the  consequences  fall  on  only  those  who  deny  the  very  beauty  in 
that  thought.  Love  is  a gift  that  only  love  can  know.  And  this  is  the 
Creator,  the  Creator  that  I know  the  Creator  of  all  beings,  the  Almighty 
prevalence  of  all  things. 

I share  my  thanksgiving  for  all  of  those  who  have  fought  for  each  of  us 
and  for  all  those  for  whom  they  love  and  what  they  believe  in.  In  that 
alone,  they  make  this  a better  place  for  us  to  live  by  learning  the  price 
one  gives  to  have  ethic.  They  are  brave  and  we  must  hold  them  high. 

There  is  no  greater  respect  than  for  those  who  have  left  their 
convictions  behind  and  within  those  who  remain  amongst  us  to  survive  their 
honor.  With  every  risk  that  they  take  for  truth  and  righteous  they  stand 
on  the  realm  of  warrior.  One  voice  can  lead  to  another  until  the  chorus 
sings  its  victory  as  deep  as  the  Wounded  Knee. 

In  tribute  to  all  of  life's  true  Warriors 
Stand  up  and  be  counted 

In  memory  of  my  father,  B.T.  Collins,  Sr.  U.S.  Airforce  WWII 
Shot  in  the  head  and  killed  in  1984  in  South  Dakota  (unresolved) 

With  love.  Shannon  M.  Collins 

"RE : Annie  Mae's  Last  Arrest"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Nov  1999  10:53:51  -0800 

From:  "antoinette  claypoole"  <anampress@mindspring.com> 

Subj : annie  mae's  last  arrest 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

NOVEMBER  14th 

this  day  is  the  day  which  found  annie  mae  arrested  in  Oregon, 
the  arrest  was  to  lead  to  her  execution. 

november  14th  1975 

in  eastern  Oregon,  not  far  from  where  i live  now 
annie  mae  was  travelling  with  dennis  banks,  his  wife, 
leonard  peltier  (how  is  it  that  he  says  they  were  not  friends) 
russ  redner  and  kenny  loudhawk. 

someone  informed  the  cops  of  their  travel  route. 

the  mobile  home  they  were  driving  was  pulled  over,  banks  and  peltier 
fled,  annie  mae  was  held  by  Oregon  law  enforcement, 
questioned  by  FBI  from  rapid  city. 

from  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID  HER  HAIR: 

"i  feel  you,  the  strong-willed  woman  not  appreciated,  unloved, 
used  to  fill  in  time  between  all  the  kings'  wives,  i fall  prey  not 
victimized  just  just  pushed  aside  like  smooth  white  men  are  trained  to  do  so 
well,  i see  the  lies  and  patriarchal  impulse  of  brothers  confused  by  youth 
and  rage  mimicking  ones  who  wrote  the  war. 

pictures  sprawled  out  in  front  of  me.  you  worked  for  the  people,  you 
left  the  girls  back  home,  no  husbands  here,  you  speak  a mind  they  have  not 
conceived,  repeat,  this  is  why  the  guys  believe  in  moving  on.  alone, 
repeat,  standing  strong,  you  are  your  own  bodyguard,  you  know  who  can 
carry  guns,  who  cannot  maintain  a cool  needed  in  this  heat,  repeat,  but 
it's  November.  1975.  already  cold  in  eastern  Oregon.  heat's  a smokescreen 
here,  you  saw  this  coming  long  ago. 

the  feds  say  informant  "a"  talks  about  a caravan  of  indians  about  to 
terrorize  america's  ceremonial  centennial  cities.  13  years  later,  a spiral 
notebook  in  a box.  someone  says  it's  your  handwriting  in  there,  with  a 


little  list  of  dates  and  places  living  on  the  placemat.  kamook  was  sleeping 
with  baby  in  hen  belly,  you  went  to  a greasy  spoon  kind  of  place  with  her 
husband  and  the  waitress  told  the  fbi  this,  before  you  died,  under  fire, 
under  cover,  you  sat  across  from  your  old  lover  and  sketched  a fate  beneath 
a plate  before  recycle  became  a concept  to  appease  the  guilt  of  yuppie 
greed,  there  you  are.  old  brown  purse,  a tampon,  silver  bracelet,  a 
cake  of  soap  in  tin  foil,  a turquoise  ring,  i put  the  bracelet  on.  my 
fingers  move  through  ribboned  roadway  hopi ' s prophecize  will  be  part  of  our 
demise . 

the  Oregon  and  idaho  state  police  man  knew  the  bnaks  gang  were  on  the 

way  through  Ontario,  Oregon.  FBI  boasts  an  informer  kept  them  posted,  the 
gang  gets  pulled  over  by  an  ovezealous  cop.  he  blows  the  plans  for  an 
ambush  road  block  set  up  farther  down  the  road  in  idaho.  everyone  gets  out 
of  the  vehicle  except  an  AIM  brother,  he  burns  rubber  in  the  motor  home 
while  his  renegade  lover,  his  pregnant  wife  and  child  stand  in  a moonless 
cold  night  at  the  gunpoint  of  a state  trooper,  hmmm.  why  is  this  guy  an  icon 
in  certain  indian  circles.  ...just  thinking  about  this  stuff  makes  me 
mistrust  everyone  i see.  i get  it.  even  for  me  everyone  is  suspect,  and  i'm 
not  breathing  under  gunpoint. 

annie  mae  was  taken  into  a jail  cell  in  rural  eastern  Oregon,  a matron 
of  the  city  justice  system  sat  her  in  an  old  wooden  chair  and  began  big 
interrogation . legend  has  it  that  no  matter  the  question,  annie  mae 
repeated 

'I'M  NOT  TALKING  TO  YOU  PIGS' 

"RE : Russell  Means  Called  to  Grand  Dury"  

Date:  15  Nov  1999  22:28:35  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Subj : Russell  Means  called  to  Grand  Dury-Nov  17 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

PRESS  RELEASE 
Urgent  action  news 

All  Press  and  Media  Dateline  11-14-99 

Concerning  the  murder  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 

Russell  Means  has  received  a subpoena  to  appear  before  the 
Grand  Dury  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Public  observation  upon  the  adjourned  Grand  Dury  only 

This  resulted  from  the  public  statements  made  by  Russell  Means  and  Robert  A. 
Pictou-Branscombe  that  was  presented  at  the  recent  Denver,  Colorado  Press 
Conference  on  November  3,  1999.  This,  in  addition  to  the  current  press 
conferences  in  Ottawa  and  Nova  Soctia,  Canada  ~ Parliament  Hill  and  the  Mi'kmaq 
Reserve  in  association  with  Anna  Mae's  daughters  and  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  (AFN).  See  Formal  Resolution  on  the  webpage  below. 

Original  Denver  Conference  Press-release  can  be  observed  at 
http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe. html 
(photos  included  with  new  updates) 

Russell  Means  is  prepared  to  make  a public  statement  to  the  media  following  his 
testimony  in  Sioux  Falls  at  approximately  12:00  noon  when  the  jury  is 
adjourned.  There  have  been  no  formal  arrangements  for  press  accessibility 
inside  the  building,  so  we  ask  for  your  unconditional  support  to  report 
Russell's  statements  immediately  upon  his  departure  from  the  Federal  Building. 
Thank  you. 

Date:  Wednesday,  November  17,  1999  Dury  convenes  at  10:00  am 
Place:  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  Federal  Building;  400  South  Phillips 
Time:  Statements  by  Russell  Means  ~ Anticipate  12:00  noon 


"RE : The  Pre$  and  the  Future"  

Date:  9 Nov  1999  21:15:05  GMT 

From:  "Celine  - LPSG-France"  <Celine. Vaquer@wanadoo.fr> 

Subj : LEONARD  PELTIER  : The  Pre$  and  the  Future 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Greetings , 

I'm  reposting  the  proclamation  on  the  National  American  Indian  Heritage 
Month  made  by  Clinton  from  Norway  on  Nov  1st. 

It  had  been  previously  posted  last  week  on  alt. native. 

Sorry  for  the  redundance. 

Enjoy  it  again .... 

========pre$$  relea$e  start$  here======== 

1999-11-01  Proclamation  on  1999 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 

(Oslo,  Norway) 


For  Immediate  Release 
November  1,  1999 

NATIONAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  HERITAGE  MONTH,  1999 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

Ours  is  a nation  inextricably  linked  to  the  histories  of  the  many  peoples 
who  first  inhabited  this  great  land.  Everywhere  around  us  are  reminders  of 
the  legacy  of  America's  first  inhabitants.  Their  history  speaks  to  us 
through  the  names  of  our  cities,  lakes,  and  rivers;  the  food  on  our 
tables;  the  magnificent  ruins  of  ancient  communities;  and,  most  important, 
the  lives  of  the  people  who  retain  the  cultural,  spiritual,  linguistic, 
and  kinship  bonds  that  have  existed  for  millennia. 

As  we  reflect  on  the  heritage  of  American  Indians,  Alaska  Natives,  and 
Native  Hawaiians,  we  also  reaffirm  our  commitment  to  fostering  a 
prosperous  future  for  native  youth  and  children.  At  the  foundation  of 
these  efforts  is  our  work  to  provide  a quality  education  to  all  Native 
American  children.  In  particular,  we  have  sought  significantly  increased 
funding  to  support  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  school  construction  and  1,000 
new  teachers  for  American  Indian  youth.  My  1998  Executive  order  on 
American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Education  sets  goals  to  improve  high 
school  completion  rates  and  improve  performance  in  reading  and  mathematics. 

And  we  are  working  to  get  computers  into  every  classroom  and  to  expand 
the  use  of  educational  technology. 

We  are  also  seeking  ways  to  empower  Native  American  communities  and  help 
them  prosper.  My  Administration  is  expanding  consultation  and 
collaborative  decision-making  with  tribal  governments  to  promote  self- 
-determination . We  also  support  tribal  government  economic  development 
initiatives,  particularly  those  that  increase  or  enhance  the 
infrastructure  necessary  for  long-term  economic  growth.  My  New  Markets 
Initiative  seeks  to  leverage  public  and  private  investment  to  boost 
economic  development  in  areas  that  have  not  shared  in  our  recent  national 
prosperity.  In  Duly,  I visited  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  of  the  Oglala 
Sioux,  as  part  of  my  New  Markets  Tour,  to  explore  opportunities  for 
economic  development  in  Indian  Country. 


Among  the  most  serious  barriers  to  economic  growth  facing  tribal 
communities  is  a lack  of  housing,  physical  infrastructure,  and  essential 
services.  My  Administration  is  working  with  tribal  leaders  to  build  and 


renovate  affordable  housing  on  tribal  lands,  bring  quality  drinking  water 
to  economically  distressed  Indian  communities,  and  improve  public  safety. 

We  are  moving  to  assist  tribal  governments  in  developing  the  physical 
infrastructure  needed  for  economic  development,  including  roads,  fiber- 
optic cabling,  and  electric  power  lines. 

In  working  together  to  shape  a brighter  future  for  Indian  Country,  we  must 
not  lose  sight  of  the  rich  history  of  Native  Americans.  Dust  weeks  ago, 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  broke  ground  on  the  National  Mall  for  the 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian.  This  wonderful  facility  will 
preserve  and  celebrate  the  art,  history,  and  culture  of  America's 
indigenous  peoples.  It  is  also  fitting  that  the  first  U.S.  dollar  coin  of 
the  new  millennium  will  bear  the  likeness  of  Sacajawea  and  her  infant  son 
--  an  image  that  captures  the  importance  of  our  shared  history. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  WILLIAM  D.  CLINTON,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  November  1999  as  National 
American  Indian  Heritage  Month.  I urge  all  Americans,  as  well  as  their 
elected  representatives  at  the  Federal,  State,  local,  and  tribal  levels, 
to  observe  this  month  with  appropriate  programs,  ceremonies,  and 
activities . 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  first  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fourth  . 

WILLIAM  D.  CLINTON 
# # # 

========pre$$  relea$e  end$  here======== 

What  kind  of  prosperous  future  is  at  work  for  the  Native  Americans  youth 
and  the  generations  yet  to  come  while  there's  still  no  justice  for  Leonard 
Peltier? 

Please,  support  the  efforts  made  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  and  by  all  the  Leonard  Peltier's  supporters  who  are  now 
demonstrating  in  Washington,  DC,  for  the  Peltier  Freedom  Month.  Call,  send 
letters,  faxes  and  emails  to  urge  president  Bill  Clinton  to  grant 
immediate  executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier: 

President  William  D.  Clinton 

The  White  House 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington  D.C.  20500 

Phone:  (202)  456-1111  (this  is  the  comments  line,  hold  the  line  until 

someone  answers  to  take  note  of  your  comments) 

Fax:  (202)  456-2461 

email : <president@whitehouse .gov> 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

Email  : <lpdc@idir.net> 

Website  : http: //www.freepeltier .org 

Thank  you  for  reading. 

Celine 

LPSG-France 


"RE : Peltier  Resolution  by  Berkeley  City  Council 

Date:  11  Nov  1999  03:16:25  GMT 
From:  lpdcoffice@aol.com  (LPDCoffice) 

Subj : Peltier  resolution  by  Berkeley  City  Council 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Berkeley  City  Council  passes  resolution  for  the  Freedom  for  Leonard 
Peltier. 

On  Tuesday  November  the  9,  1999  the  Berkeley  City  Council  passed  a 
resolution  asking  President  Clinton  to  grant  Executive  Clemency.  The 
resolution  was  introduced  by  Kriss  Worthington  Of  the  Berkeley  City 
Council . . 

Bobby  Castillo,  International  Spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  and  bay  area  activist  along  with  Charlie  Hinton  of  the  Bay  Area 
Leonard  Peltier  support  gave  presentations  to  the  council  on  behalf  of 
Leonard  Peltier. 

On  Monday  November  8,  1999  Tom  Ammiano,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  Mayoral  candidate  introduced  a resolution  in  San  Francisco 
also  asking  President  Clinton  for  Executive  Clemency. 

Here  is  the  resolution  for  Leonard  Peltier  by  the  Berkeley  City  Council. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WHEREAS,  Leonard  Peltier,  a Chippawa-Lakota,  was  wrongfully  and  illegally 
convicted  of  the  murders  of  the  FBI  agents  during  a massive  firefight  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  on  Dune  26,  1975,  involving 
approximately  35  Indian  men,  women  and  children  and  over  150  FBI  agents, 

BIA  police,  U.S.  Marshals  and  local  police;  and 

WHEREAS,  Peltier  was  targeted  as  a member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement 
for  "neutralization"  by  COINTELPRO,  the  government's  Counter  Intelligence 
Program;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  United  States  Government  now  admits  that  the  affidavits  which 
were  used  to  arrest  and  extradite  Peltier  were  falsified,  that  witnesses 
were  coerced,  evidence  fabricated,  and  exculpatory  evidence  withheld  in 
violation  of  his  Constitutional  rights;  and 

WHEREAS,  worldwide,  numerous  and  responsible  law,  political  and  religious 
groups  including  Amnesty  International,  35  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
and  60  members  of  the  Canadian  parliament  , have  filed  "Friends  of  the 
Court"  briefs  calling  for  a reevaluation  of  the  Peltier  case;  and 

WHEREAS,  Peltier's  appeals  have  been  denied  on  technicalities  and  the 
Parole  Board  has  continued  to  deny  him  relief;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  government  has  stated  numerous  times  that  they  do  not  know 
what  involvement  Peltier  may  have  had  in  the  agents'  death;  and 

WHEREAS,  Peltier's  health  continues  to  deteriorate  due  to  a degenerative 
jaw  disease  which  has  resulted  in  two  surgeries  performed  that  have 
further  worsened  his  medical  condition.  He  is  unable  to  ingest  and  digest 
food  properly  further  complicating  his  medical  condition.  Peltier  is  in 
need  of  immediate  specialized  medical  care;  and 

WHEREAS,  no  justifiable  purpose  is  served  by  Peltier's  continued 
incarceration,  and 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Berkeley  City  Council  calls  on 
President  William  3.  Clinton  to  grant  Executive  Clemency  to  Leonard 
Peltier. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  City  of  Berkeley  sends  this  resolution  of 
our  support  for  the  freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  Honorable  lanet  Reno, 
, Attorney  General. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  support  Peltier  Freedom  month  by  asking  your  city  council  for  a 
similar  resolution.  America  must  stand  up  and  demand  justice  for 
Leonard  Peltier, 
check  our  web  site  at: 
http : //www . f reepeltier . org 


"RE : Leonard  Peltier's  Adoptive  Mother  Passes  On"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Nov  1999  22:23:34  -0500  (EST) 

From:  "LPDC  Canada"  <lpdccfd@web.net> 

Subj : Ethel  Pearson:  Leonard  Peltier's  adoptive  mother  passes  on 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian . uwo . ca> 

Please  post  on  your  lists. 

Please  post  this  on  alt. native  and  listserves,  particularly  focussing  on 
Western  Canada  where  Ethel  lived. 

There  may  be  people  who  do  not  know  of  Ethel's  passing  and  may  wish  to 
attend  the  memorial  tomorrow  in  Campbell  River.  We  will  have  photos  very 
soon  of  Ethel  that  accompany  this  statement,  which  we  can  email  to  people 
for  publication.  Please  let  us  know. 

Thanks  so  much. 

In  Solidarity 
Anne  & Frank  Dreaver 
LPDC  Canada 

NOV.  12,  1999  . . . for  immediate  release 

By  Frank  & Anne  Dreaver 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada  (416)  439-1893 

IN  MEMORY  OF  ETHEL  PEARSON,  ELDER  OF  THE 
MUSGAMAKW  TSAWATAINEUK  NATION  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
LANDS  OF  VANCOUVER  ISLAND,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 
ADOPTIVE  MOTHER  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 
QUIETLY  PASSED  ON  INTO  THE  SPIRIT  WORLD 
ON  NOV.  7,  1999.  SHE  WAS  BORN  DEC.  21,  1914. 

Grandmother  Ethel  Pearson  (or  Puglid  in  Kwagiulth)  of  Comox,  British 
Columbia  died  peacefully  in  her  sleep  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning 
November  7th.  She  was  85  years  old.  Ethel  was  one  of  the  few  remaining  and 
long-standing  hereditary  elders  of  the  Musgamakw  Tsawataineuk  nation 
comprising  the  four  tribes  of  the  Kwagiulth  whose  traditional  territory 
includes  part  of  the  northern  lands  of  Vancouver  Island. 

As  an  honored  leader  born  into  her  nation's  clan  of  nobility,  she  was 
revered  in  the  hearts  of  her  own  peoples  and  gained  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  peoples  nationwide.  She  was  down-to-earth  and  a fighter, 
fearless  when  it  came  to  speaking  her  mind.  Most  of  all,  she  was  a 
visionary  and  a true  custodian  and  champion  of  the  traditions,  customs  and 
spiritual  beliefs  of  the  Kwagiulth  peoples  and  nation.  She  lived  her  life 
to  defend  and  preserve  the  traditional  ways. 

For  Leonard  Peltier,  Ethel  will  always  have  special  meaning  and  her 
contributions  in  her  quest  for  justice  and  his  freedom  are  recorded  in  the 
history  of  our  times.  In  1976,  when  Leonard  was  arrested  in  Canada;  locked 
up  and  brutally  treated  inside  Vancouver's  infamous,  and  now  former 
Oakalla  Prison,  Ethel  followed  traditional  protocol  and  lobbied  all  52 
chiefs  of  her  nation  who  agreed  to  her  request  to  formally  adopt  Leonard 
as  a member  of  the  Kwagiulth  nation.  The  purpose  was  to  try  and  stop  his 
false  extradition  to  the  United  States  and,  in  so  doing,  an  indigenous 
nation  had  stood  up  to  exercise  it's  traditional  governing  process. 

After  visiting  Leonard  at  Oakalla,  Ethel  made  a decision  then  to  adopt 
him  as  her  son,  as  a member  of  her  family  and  her  nation.  She  once 
recalled  that  she  decided  even  before  she  entered  the  prison  that  she 
would  know  whether  to  adopt  him  after  looking  him  directly  into  his  eyes 
to  know  the  truthfulness  of  his  character.  Together  with  her  daughter,  the 
late  Donna  Tyndall,  a courageous  fighter  who  had  brought  Leonard's  plight 
to  her  mother's  attention,  they  were  a formidable  force  speaking  out  for 
justice.  A ceremonial  potlatch  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  and 
customs  of  her  nation  was  later  held  to  confirm  the  adoption. 

From  the  very  beginning  and  over  the  duration  of  almost  24  years,  Ethel 
honored  her  role  as  Leonard's  adoptive  mother  right  up  until  her  final 
departure.  She  bestowed  to  him  his  Kwagiulth  name:  Gwarth-ee-lass,  meaning 


"He  leads-the-peoples . " 

As  a founding  member  of  our  elders'  advisory  council  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada,  we  are  deeply  honored  to  have  known  and 
worked  with  Ethel  over  the  years.  We  have  valued  her  advice,  her 
encouragement  and  unfailing  support.  Losing  Ethel  is  a great  loss.  She  is 
forever  irreplaceable  in  her  commitment  for  her  son's  freedom  and  in  later 
years  often  expressed  the  profound  sorrow  she  held  in  her  heart  over  his 
long,  unjust  and  false  imprisonment.  She  even  prepared  a videotape  of 
herself  appealing  for  her  son's  freedom.  It  was  always  her  hope  to  see 
Leonard  freed  before  she  died. 

We  spoke  with  her  in  late  September.  She  had  just  received  a copy  of 
Leonard's  new  book.  Prison  Writings.  Fred  Pearson,  her  husband  of  some  40 
years,  recalled  she  read  Leonard's  words  and  was  rereading  the  book  up 
until  she  died.  She  was  frailer  in  later  years  and  didn't  travel  as  much 
with  a sore  leg  and  was  recently  diagnosed  with  the  onset  of  osteoporosis. 
Granddaughter  Kirby  said,  Ethel  wished  she  could  attend  the  vigil  in 
Washington  D.C.  and  continue  to  "fight  for  Leonard."  It  bothered  her  that 
she  never  received  any  letters  back  to  all  the  letters  she  wrote  to 
President  Clinton  and  wife,  Hilary. 

That's  how  it  was  with  Ethel.  Over  the  years  and  it  seems  not  so  long 
ago,  we  would  call  her  and  find  out  she  was  travelling  to  different 
functions  or  had  just  come  back  from  somewhere.  She  was  constantly  on  the 
go.  She  took  in  all  the  major  potlatches,  husband  Fred  recalled.  She 
tended  to  the  misfortunes  of  her  own  peoples,  countless  wakes  and  burials, 
often-tragic  deaths  of  suicide  and  violence  all  too  familiar  in  Indian 
communities.  She  would  speak  at  youth  and  elders'  conferences,  workshops 
and  at  countless  social  events,  always  with  an  appeal  for  awareness  and 
support  for  Leonard. 

During  the  early  1990s,  Ethel  was  a respected  member  of  the  council  of 
elders  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and  her  private  lobby  on  behalf  of 
justice  for  her  son,  Leonard,  would  reach  the  ears  of  many  of  the  national 
chiefs.  In  this  capacity,  she  participated  in  many  of  the  larger  national 
conventions.  Her  son.  Bill  Wilson,  is  presently  a top  regional  AFN 
representative  of  British  Columbia.  She  was  often  saddened  and  frustrated 
that  more  couldn't  be  done,  whether  it  was  for  Leonard  or  for  so  many 
issues  of  importance  to  Indian  peoples. 

She  once  expressed  to  us  her  frustration  that  she  sometimes  felt  the 
role  of  elder  at  these  functions  was  made  into  "window  dressing."  She  said 
they  never  let  the  elders  talk,  recalled  Kirby,  who  with  four-year-old  son 
lackson  were  blessed  to  share  their  lives  together  with  Ethel.  Her  honesty 
struck  at  the  core  of  human  integrity  and  responsibility  with  a relentless 
passion,  counseling  her  own  peoples  to  set  examples  and  stop  fighting  with 
one  another.  She  couldn't  help  but  speak  her  mind.  For  Ethel  there  was  no 
other  way.  We  remember  Ethel  when  we  marched  in  Ottawa  in  1989  to  the 
Canadian  Parliament  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  carrying  the  staff 
and  setting  the  pace  wearing  the  striking  floor-length  traditional  cape  of 
her  nation.  Even  then  in  her  70s  she  would  never  complain  or  dream  of 
giving  up  before  any  of  the  others.  When  asked  and  if  she  could,  she 
would  speak  without  hesitation  at  rallies,  vigils,  and  conferences  on 
behalf  of  her  son.  One  highlight  was  the  tremendous  solidarity  expressed 
by  several  thousand  delegates  at  the  Canadian  Labour  Congress  convention 
in  Vancouver  in  1992,  who  gave  a standing  ovation  after  Ethel  delivered  a 
speech  for  truth  and  justice.  She  was  to  do  the  same  at  a B.C.  Federation 
of  Labour  convention,  where  she  brought  them  to  their  feet,  said  Fred.  And 
yet,  she  always  wished  she  could  do  more.  Ethel  had  hoped  to  dedicate  a 
ceremonial  feast  to  Leonard  and  to  her  people  before  she  died  to  help 
instill  pride  and  dignity  in  her  people.  She  believed  that  foreign, 
dominant  religions  and  the  experience  of  residential  schooling  had  robbed 
them  of  this,  said  Kirby. 

We  all  will  sorely  miss  Ethel.  She  was  born  in  Kingcome  Inlet,  on  the 
B.  C.  coast  north  of  Vancouver  into  a family  of  seven  brothers  and  sisters 
Her  son,  Calvin,  and  daughters  Shadow  and  Donna  predecease  her.  Son  Bill 
Wilson,  daughter  Caroline  Cramner,  numerous  grandchildren  and  great 
grandchildren  survive  her.  She  is  being  laid  to  rest  on  Nov.  13th  in 
Courtney  on  Vancouver  Island  with  a traditional  native  ceremony  and  feast 


to  follow  at  the  Long  House  on  Campbell  River  Reserve. 


"RE : Testimony  of  Victims  of  FBI  Abuses"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Nov  1999  16:14:37  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Testimony  of  Victims  of  FBI  Abuses 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Wednesday,  November  17,  1999 
VICTIMS  OF  FBI  ABUSES 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

6:30  pm-9:30  pm  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  5301,  North 
Capitol  St.  (at  Riggs  Rd.)  Washington  DC 

- Geronimo  Hi  3aga  (Pratt)  was  a former  Minister  of  Defense  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  He  is  a former  political  prisoner  who  was  victimized  by 
the  FBI's  COINTELPRO.  After  27  years  in  prison  in  California 
institutions  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit  and  a long  legal  battle, 
Geronimo  was  finally  released  because  his  defense  proved  that  the  only 
so-called  witness  they  had  against  him  was  in  fact  a FBI  informer.  Since 
his  release,  Geronimo  continues  his  fight  against  the  racism  and 
injustice.  He  has  committed  himself  to  fight  for  the  release  of  all 
political  prisoners  in  the  US,  especially  Mumia  Abu  Harnal  and  Leonard 
Peltier. 

- Safiya  Bukari  is  a former  member  of  the  Black  Panther  Party.  She  was  a 
former  political  prisoner  targeted  by  the  FBI  for  her  activities  with 
the  Black  Liberation  Army.  While  incarcerated,  she  helped  found 
Mothers/Men  inside  Loving  Kids  (MILK),  a group  dedicated  to  bridging  the 
gap  between  parents  serving  long  sentences  and  their  children.  She  is 
co-coordinator  of  the  New  York  based  Free  Mumia  Abu  Harnal  Coalition  and 
of  the  Hericho  Movement,  a national  campaign  to  gain  recognition  and 
amnesty  for  all  political  prisoners  in  the  United  States. 

- David  Thibodeau  survived  the  1993  Waco  catastrophe.  Current 
documentation  proves  that  the  FBI  gave  falsified  testimony  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  explosive  tear  gas  canisters  whose  use  could  have  contributed 
to  the  fatal  fire.  Survivors  insist  that  it  was  the  FBI's  over  reaction 
and  wrong  doings  that  lead  to  the  death  of  the  community  members. 

- lean  Ann  Day,  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation,  moved  to  Oglala  in  1975  to 
support  and  protect  the  traditional  people  who  had  requested  help  from 
the  American  Indian  Movement.  She  witnessed  the  shoot  out  aftermath  on 
Pine  Ridge,  and  survived  the  reign  of  terror.  She  is  a National 
spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

- Representative  from  Earth  First!  (Daryl  Cherney  or  Karen  Pickett) 

Daryl  Cherney  and  Dudi  Bari,  effective  labor  and  environmental  activists 
of  Earth  First!,  were  the  victims  of  an  explosion  which  occurred  as  the 
result  of  a bomb  that  was  planted  in  their  car.  FBI  and  police  falsified 
key  evidence  which  covered  up  their  possible  involvement  in  the  planting 
of  the  bomb.  Dudi  Bari  was  permanently  paralyzed  and  recently  died  of 
cancer . 

- Ward  Churchill  is  the  author  of  Agents  of  Repression,  The  FBI's  Secret 
Wars  Against  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  the  American  Indian  Movement 
and  the  COINTELPRO  Papers.  He  is  a Professor  of  Political  Science  and  he 
is  the  Director  of  the  Educational  Development  Program  at  the  University 
of  Colorado/Boulder . Along  with  Glenn  Morris,  he  coordinates  the 
Colorado  chapter  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  He  also  works  with 
Winona  LaDuke  to  coordinate  the  Institute  for  Natural  Progress. 

- Attorney  Bruce  Ellison,  has  represented  Leonard  Peltier  since  his 
trial  in  1977.  He  was  a member  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Legal  Defense/Offense 
Committee  and  he  witnessed  the  reign  of  terror  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  during  the  70's.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  FBI's  secret  war 
against  the  American  Indian  Movement.  He  is  a National  Spokesperson  for 
the  LPDC  (invited-but  not  yet  confirmed). 


- Ramona  Africa  is  the  sole  adult  survivor  of  the  1985  MOVE  bombing  in 
which  6 children  and  5 adults  were  killed.  The  Philadelphia  police  in 
conjunction  with  the  FBI,  dropped  a fire  bomb  from  a helicopter  on  the 
MOVE  home  after  they  refused  to  come  out.  They  then  allowed  the  fire  to 
burn  down  every  house  on  the  entire  block. 

Thursday,  November  18,  1999 
CALL  FOR  JUSTICE 
Location : 

Justice  Department 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

8 am  Demonstration/Honoring  for  the  people/victims  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reign  of  Terror  (in  front  of  the  Justice  Department) 

Drum:  EAGLE  HEART  SINGERS 
Friday,  November  19,  1999 
INFORMATION  DISTRIBUTION 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

Entire  Day:  Information  table  and  distribution  of  literature  (Lafayette 
Square) 

Drum:  EAGLE  HEART  SINGERS 

Saturday,  November  20,  1999 
INFORMATION  DISTRIBUTION 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

Entire  Day:  Information  table  and  distribution  of  literature  Lafayette 
Square) 

Drum:  SOVEREIGN  NATIONS  SINGERS 

Sunday,  November  21,  1999 
PEOPLE  OF  FAITH  FOR  JUSTICE 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  Ellipse  Park) 

Gathering  (Lafayette  Park) 

Speakers : 

- Sammi  Toineeta,  National  Council  of  Churches 

- Thom  Whitewolf  Fassett,  United  Methodist  Church  Episcopal  Bishop 
Charleston 

(More  to  be  announced) 

Drum:  SOVEREIGN  NATIONS  SINGERS 
Monday,  November  22,  1999 
INFORMATION  DISTRIBUTION 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

Entire  Day:  Information  table  and  distribution  of  literature  Lafayette 
Square) 

Tuesday,  November  23,  1999 
WOMEN  FOR  JUSTICE 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

10:00  am-4:00  pm  Gathering  (Lafayette  Square) 

Speakers : 

- Pemina  Yellow  Bird,  of  the  Hidatsa  and  Arikara  tribes(from  the  three 
affiliated  tribes-Mandan,  Hidatsa,  and  Arikara  Nation  of  the  Berthold 
Reservation  in  North  Dakota),  has  been  a reburial  activist  for  15  years 
and  is  one  of  her  tribe's  NAGPRA  representatives.  She  has  played  a 
significant  role  in  the  fight  for  Native  burial  rights  and  in  doing  so, 
she  has  contributed  to  major  changes  in  legislative  policies.  She  has 
four  children  and  four  grandchildren  and  is  married  to  Michael  Yellow 
Bird . 

- Kahn-Tineta  Horn  is  a long  time  Mohawk  activist  from  Kahnawake 
territory  in  Canada.  She  took  part  in  the  78  days  stand  off  at 


Kanesatake/Oka  in  1990.  She  is  the  Director  of  the  Canadian  Alliance  in 
Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  and  she  coordinated  the  Free  Wolverine 
Campaign . 

- lean  Ann  Day,  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation,  moved  to  Oglala  in  1975  to 
support  and  protect  the  traditional  people  who  had  requested  help  from 
the  American  Indian  Movement.  She  witnessed  the  shoot  out  aftermath  on 
Pine  Ridge,  and  survived  the  reign  of  terror.  She  is  a National 
spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

- Jennifer  Harbury  is  a Harvard  trained  lawyer.  She  is  the  author  of 
"Bridge  of  Courage"  and  "Searching  for  Everardo."  She  has  done  extensive 
human  rights  work  with  Indigenous  peoples  of  Guatemala  and  through  out 
the  world.  Her  husband  was  a Commandante  of  the  guerrilla  in  Guatemala 
who  was  disappeared  and  later  killed  by  the  Guatemalan  government  in 
conjunction  with  the  CIA.  In  a desperate  search  to  find  her  missing 
husband,  Jennifer  launched  a major  grass  roots  political  campaign  in 
order  to  get  answers  from  the  Guatemalan  and  United  States  government. 
She  has  gained  immense  and  invaluable  experience  through  her  efforts  and 
she  has  now  dedicated  herself  to  seeking  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

- Representative  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network  (invited).  The 
Indigenous  Women's  Network  (IWN)  was  created  to  further  the  empowerment 
of  Indigenous  women,  their  families.  Communities,  and  Nations  within  the 
Americas  and  the  Pacific  Basin.  IWN  will  educate  and  advocate  for 
revitalization  of  Indigenous  languages  and  cultures,  protection  of 
religious  and  cultural  practices,  land  recovery,  and  environmental 
protection,  in  the  hope  of  eliminating  all  forms  of  oppression, 
attaining  self-sufficiency  and  protecting  Mother  Earth. 

- Deborah  Peebles  (Red  Lake  Chippewa  Nation,  Minnesota),  is  an  artist 
and  a strong  advocate  for  Native  American  Prisoners.  She  works  with  the 
United  Tribes  Cultural  Group  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary  where  she  is 
helping  Native  inmates  to  keep  their  indigenous  spirituality.  She  is  a 
public  speaker  on  Native  spirituality  and  healing.  She  is  a freelance 
writer  and  produces  a weekly  radio  show.  She  is  the  director  of  "Native 
America  Corrections  Project"  and  of  "Operation  Morningstar",  a 
non-profit  Native  assistance  program. 

- Minne  Two  Shoes  is  a journalist  free  lance  writer  and  a former  AIM 
member.  She  is  a member  of  the  Native  American  Journalist  Association 
(NAJA) . 

Traditional/Cultural  presentation : 

- Deer  Chaser  is  a Native  American-Lakota  dance  troupe  who  do  an 
educationally  based  stage  production,  which  consists  of  Native  American 
children  5 to  18  years  of  age  from  various  bands  of  the  Lakota  Tribe's 
located  throughout  South  Dakota.  The  production  is  under  the  direction 
of  Marvin  Clifford  Sr.,  who  is  from  the  Oglala  band  of  the  Lakota.  The 
nature  of  the  program  is  both  historical  and  contemporary,  featuring 
specialty  dances  and  songs  that  are  inspired  by  ancient  Native  American 
traditions  and  philosophies.  As  each  dancer  performs,  a narrator  will 
guide  the  audience  through  the  program  to  enhance  their  enjoyment  and 
understanding,  by  interpreting  the  meanings  of  the  dances,  songs  and 
regalia.  Marvin  Clifford  has  prepared  a very  special  program  to  honor 
Indigenous  women  and  Leonard  Peltier  for  this  event. 

- Wayquay  is  an  Anishinabe  musical  artist  who  blends  hip  hop, 
traditional  music,  blues,  and  poetry  into  an  original  sound  and  style. 
She  has  been  nominated  for  five  Native  American  Music  Awards  and  will  be 
a featured  performer  at  the  awards  ceremony  in  November. 

- The  Colorado  Sisters  are  Mayan  from  Mexico  who  do  political  satire 
with  spoken  word.  Their  animated  and  expressionate  performances  raise 
awareness  about  issues  facing  Indigenous  Peoples  with  humor  and  dramatic 
impressions.  They  will  be  performing  on  the  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier 
and  speaking  on  the  behalf  of  the  Indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas. 

Wednesday,  November  24,  1999 

GATHERING  OF  THE  DRUMS 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

All  Day  drumming  (Lafayette  Square) 


Thursday,  November  25,  1999 

CLOSING  OF  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH 

Location 

Lafayette  Square 
Schedule: 

6:30  am  Sunrise  Ceremony  (Ellipse  Park) 

5pm  - 8pm  Vigil  and  Closing  Prayer  Ceremony  (Lafayette  Square) 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Pettier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
Tel:  785-842-5774 

Tel:  (temporary  DC  office)  202-548-2408 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Nov  1999  19:41:37  -0470 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system.  They  have  asked  that  I submit 
their  names  to  Wotanging  Ikche' s Native  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  list  --  which  I am 
doing.  I'm  also  broadcasting  their  names  to  others  on  lists  I believe  may 
include  interested  individuals. 

Please  select  one  of  these  guys  and  write.  I've  met  them  all  personally  and 
I believe  any  of  them  would  be  a worthwhile  correspondent.  Because  of  the 
strange  regulations  of  the  prison  system,  believe  it  or  not,  I MAY  NOT  write 
to  any  of  them  because  I meet  with  them  face  to  face  in  the  prison.  If  this 
were  not  so,  I certainly  would  write  them  myself. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 
study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 


Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5 '7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair 

Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 
Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Laura  Brook's  website  is  being  updated  and  old  pages  moved  to  a mirror  site 
temporarily.  The  current  address  for  Laura  Brooke's  Native  American 
Prisoner  pen  pal  archive  list  is: 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  I'll  try  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  page  to  see  where  it  finally  ends  up  and  let  readers  know 
immediately. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Nov  1999  23:14:15  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  127 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  BETTER  WAY. 


He  serves  his  country  best 

Who  lives  pure  life  and  doeth  righteous  deed. 
And  walks  straight  paths,  however  others  stray. 
And  leaves  his  sons,  as  uttermost  bequest, 

A stainless  record,  which  all  men  may  read: 

This  is  the  better  way. 

-SUSAN  COOLIDGE . 

OUR  BELOVED  PASTOR  IS  NO  MORE. 


The  school  was  greatly  shocked  on  last  Friday  morning  to  learn  by 
telephone  message  from  town  of  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  B.  Wile, 
pastor  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  Carlisle,  and  for  the  past  eight 
years,  our  school  Chaplain. 

Dr.  Wile's  sickness  began  about  three  weeks  ago  with  serious  head 
trouble  and  cerebral  exhaustion.  He  had  the  best  physicians  that 
Carlisle,  Harrisburg  and  Philadelphia  could  afford,  but  they  could  do 
nothing  to  save  him.  Although  the  deceased  had  been  the  picture  of 
health,  he  was  not  a strong  man,  and  had  symptoms  in  the  summer  which 
caused  his  physician  to  advise  a rest  from  his  too  arduous  pastoral 
duties,  but  he  would  not. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  appropriate  and  very  impressive  memorial  services 
were  held  in  the  school  chapel.  To  quote  the  words  of  a student  "a 
feeling  of  deep  solemnity"  came  over  the  school  as  the  student  body  and 
faculty  filed  into  their  accustomed  places.  The  pulpit  was  covered  with 
flowers  and  there  were  other  floral  decorations.  After  a word  or  two 
from  Major  Pratt,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  service,  the  choir  sang 
most  beautifully  and  touchingly  a hymn  in  which  Miss  Senseney  took  the 
leading  part.  Then  Assistant-Superintendent  A. I.  Standing  led  in 
prayer.  With  hearts  that  are  filled  with  tender  memories  and  grief  by 
the  absence  of  the  counsellor,  friend  and  guide,  who  has  been  accustomed 
to  meet  with  us,  whose  face  shall  be  seen  no  more,  and  whose  tongue  is 
silent  forever,  we  bow  in  prayer  that  the  great  lesson  of  the 
uncertainty  of  life  be  not  lost  to  us.  Dr.  Wile  has  preached  to  us 
Christ,  and  he  failed  not  to  entreat  us  to  follow  in  the  pathway  of 
righteousness . 

Major  Pratt  read  several  appropriate  selections  from  the  Bible,  Miss 
Senseney  sang  a beautiful  solo,  and  then  the  Major  spoke  feelingly  for  a 
few  moments. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  when  anything  stirs  us  deeply  we  cast  about  to 
see  what  it  means  and  draw  lessons  from  the  occurrence.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  school  has  there  been  one  who  has  stood  before  us  so 
long,  who  seemed  to  be  in  better  health  and  vigor  with  the  possibilities 
before  him  of  a long  life,  but  in  a moment  he  is  taken  from  our  midst. 
The  greatest  lesson  of  life  is  death.  Our  friend  Dr.  Wile  was  a 
peculiarly  companionable  man.  He  was  a counsellor  and  adviser  and  was 
strong  in  his  wisdom.  He  was  universal  in  his  geniality  and 
companionship,  and  his  friendship  was  most  gracious  and  helpful. 

The  school  sang  "Derusalem  the  Golden"  in  excellent  harmony  and 
feeling  and  then  Professor  Bakeless  made  a brief  address  on  behalf  of 
the  faculty.  He  alluded  to  the  mystery  of  life  and  death,  and  felt  that 
God  alone  knows  why  the  noble  and  good  are  called,  when  those  who  might 
better  be  spared  are  held.  He  would  always  remember  Dr.  Wile's  vigorous 
talks  and  the  manner  he  came  up  the  stairs  and  walked  across  the 
platform,  as  well  as  his  force  in  presenting  the  truth.  His  God  was  a 


God  of  righteousness , and  by  his  earnestness  he  impressed  us  that  he  was 
about  his  Father's  business.  His  words  may  be  forgotten,  but  his  life, 
his  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  can  not  be.  He  has  gone,  but  what  he  was 
will  live;  and  "To  live  in  the  hearts  that  are  left  behind  is  not  to 
die. " 

On  behalf  of  the  large  boys,  Mr.  Elmer  Simon  spoke  most  fittingly  of 
the  noble,  beautiful,  helpful  character  of  the  man  in  whose  honor  we  had 
met.  Dr.  Wile  always  took  illustrations  from  the  daily  walks  of  life 
and 
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WE  ARE  GETTING  ON. 

We  see  by  a small  leaflet  sent  out  by  the  Atlantic  Monthly  giving  a 
summary  of  important  contributions  to  appear  in  early  issues  that: 

"Miss  Zitkala  Sa,  a young  Indian  girl  of  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  of 
Dakota  Indians,  who  received  her  education  in  the  East,  has  written  "The 
Memories  of  an  Indian  Childhood."  These  unique  and  genuine  records  of 
the  mind  of  an  Indian  child  are  told  precisely  in  her  own  words,  in 
which  the  slight  flavor  of  the  foreign  tongue  will  be  perhaps  detected. 
The  second  paper  will  describe  her  life  in  the  Indian  schools,  and  bear 
in  the  most  interesting  way  upon  the  problem  of  Indian  education." 

Zitkala  Sa,  interpreted  from  the  Sioux  tongue  into  English  means.  Red 
Bird,  and  is  Miss  Simmons ' Indian  name.  Miss  Simmons  was  of  our  corps  of 
teachers  a year  ago  and  has  since  been  taking  a course  of  violin 
instruction  at  the  Boston  Conservatory.  She  is  a fine  violinist.  If 
her  interesting  articles  get  into  such  papers  as  the  Atlantic  Monthly 
her  reputation  is  made  along  literary  lines.  We  understand  that  she  is 
writing  a series  to  be  illustrated  by  a Hampton  Graduate  - Angel  Decora, 
a young  Indian  maiden  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  who  has  been  studying  in 
Philadelphia  for  some  time  and  is  making  a name  and  fame  as  an  artist. 
Thus  the  Indian  is  entering  into  the  highest  and  best  places.  We  are 
not  content  to  be  mediocre. 

We  are  not  content  to  whip  the  lesser  college  teams  at  football,  for 
instance,  but  some  of  the  "big  four"  must  succumb  to  our  skill  and 
training.  So  the  "Big  four"  in  literature,  art  and  science,  will  find 
ere  long  among  them  the  Indian,  who  climbed  to  the  top  through  the  same 
drill,  experience  and  hard  knocks  that  men  and  women  of  fame  usually 
have  to  pass  through. 

We  hope  the  Indians  will  not  get  too  big  heads  over  their  football 
victories.  With  Captain  Wheelock  disabled  they  yet  scored  against  what 
is  conceded  by  the  best  football  authority  to  be  the  heaviest  team  in 
the  United  States  today.  SCORED  against  them  and  thousands  who 
witnessed  the  game  said  if  the  last  half  had  been  ten  minutes  longer 


they  would  have  come  off  victorious.  No  team  that  has  played  Harvard 
this  year  has  scored,  so  the  Indians  are  not  ready  YET  to  hear  that  the 
conceit  was  taken  out  of  them  by  defeat  last  Saturday.  The  Harvard  men 
are  gentlemen,  and  class  us  where  we  belong,  by  THEIR  side.  With 
Captain  Wheelock  himself,  and  Scholder  at  his  place  Harvard  very  likely 
would  have  fallen.  So  says  many  a Harvard  man  and  sympathizer.  We  are 
not  overrated.  Where  Harvard  and  like  Universities  have  men  by  the 
thousand  from  which  to  choose  players,  we  have  but  a handful.  Many  a 
college  player  has  had  years  of  experience  in  high  school  and  "prep" 
life  and  was  classed  as  an  experienced  player  before  he  ever  entered  his 
college  course,  while  many  of  our  boys  never  saw  a football  or  heard  of 
the  game  before  they  came  to  the  school,  and  YET,  yes,  YET  there  are 
college  men  who  weakly  claim  that  the  Indians  do  not  live  up  to  the  four 
year  limit. 

The  Susquehanna  College  paper  comes  out  in  a clean,  clear  cut  and 
fair  criticism  of  the  Indians,  acknowledging  their  own  defeat  and 
crediting  it  to  the  superior  playing  of  the  Indians.  And  there  are 
others ! 

A subscriber  from  New  Cumberland  renews  and  says  he  thinks  the  HELPER 
is  a delightful  little  sheet.  It  keeps  him  posted  on  all  the  news  of 
the  Indian  School,  and  then  he  has  a big  brother  attending  Dickinson 
College  who  keeps  him  posted  regarding  the  college  news.  He  is  always 
glad  when  the  Indians  beat  at  football,  only  he  wanted  Dickinson  College 
to  beat.  We  are  somewhat  sorry  that  we  could  not  accommodate  our 
interested  subscriber  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  of  Pawnee  Agency,  are  on  the  employee  list  of 
Chilocco,  at  present.  It  will  be  remembered  taht  Mrs.  Roberts  is  our 
long-time-ago  Rose  Howell,  and  we  still  remember  her  rosy  cheeks  and 
vivacious  spirits  as  a little  girl  with  us.  Her  husband  went  to  school 
to  the  writer  in  the  Indian  Territory  over  twenty  years  ago,  and  was  one 
of  the  bright  little  boys  of  the  class.  We  wish  them  unbounded  success 
in  all  their  undertakings.  Mrs.  Roberts  says  "Thanks  to  Major  Pratt  for 
the  things  I learned  at  Carlisle." 

Mrs.  Shaffner-Etnier,  of  Porto  Rico  has  been  ill  and  had  to  flee  to 
the  mountains  and  hot  springs.  We  are  glad  to  learn  through  an 
interesting  letter  to  Kittie  Silverheels  that  she  has  quite  recovered. 
Miss  Ericson  has  been  to  see  her  and  she  feels  that  she  has  had  fresh 
news  from  us  all.  She  sends  messages  of  strength  and  interst  to  the 
Susans,  begging  that  "they  keep  the  fire  of  enthusiasm  kindled  brightly 
on  the  altar  of  Susandom."  She  would  have  every  member  be  very  jealous 
of  the  Society's  honor  and  success. 

Do  you  know  how  to  carve  a turkey?  It  is  time  to  brush  up  on  those 
little  points. 

Answer  to  last  week's  enigma:  Williams  Grove. 


(P  3) 

The  Dickinsonian  says  16-7. 

The  storm  is  over;  let  us  proceed. 

The  storm  door  is  again  in  evidence. 

Where  is  Mr.  Kensler's  snow  for  Thursday? 

Nearly  time  to  sharpen  the  carving  knives! 

Miss  Senseney  took  a business  trip  to  Baltimore  last  Thursday. 

Even  the  little  boys  are  talking  about  Dewey's  prospective  marriage. 

We  do  not  have  to  pay  extra  postage  now  on  papers  and  letters  to  Porto 
Rico . 

Tonight  Mrs.  Eastman  and  Miss  Barclay  visit  the  Invincibles;  Misses 
Burgess  and  Carter,  the  Standards,  and  Messrs.  Beitzel  and  Taylor,  the 
Susans . 

The  Typos  and  Goosos  had  a snappy  game  of  ball  on  the  athletic  field 
last  Saturday,  while  the  regulars  were  playing  Harvard  at  Cambridge. 

The  Printers  won  by  a score  of  5-0. 

Mrs.  Dorsett,  Annie  Morton,  Amelia  Clark,  Nancy  Cornelius,  Mary 
Morris,  Ella  Sturm  and  Nora  lamison,  have  gone  to  attend  the  State 
Convention  of  King's  Daughters,  at  Williamsport. 

Mrs.  Cook,  Miss  Bowersox,  teachers.  Miss  Craft,  guest  and  Misses 


Poodrey,  Chouteau,  Metoxen,  Rodgers  and  LaMere,  students,  took  an 
enjoyable  wheel  ride  over  to  the  North  Mountian  on  Saturday. 

Do  you  see  152  on  your  wrapper  this  week?  Notice  that  this  issue  is 
Vol.  XV,  Number  2,  and  the  figures  show  that  you  are  paid  up  to  this 
volume  and  number.  Those  not  wishing  to  miss  any  papers  would  be  wise 
to  renew  immediately. 

The  great  cornetist,  William  Paris  Chambers,  who  was  to  play  at  the 
Band  concert  last  Friday  night,  arrived  in  the  afternoon  and  rehearsed 
with  the  Band.  Those  who  heard  him  were  charmed  as  well  as  amazed  at 
the  wonderful  playing  of  the  famous  artist. 

Miss  Mary  Stevick,  of  Denver,  who  is  a guest  here  at  present,  went 
home  with  Miss  Sarah  Pratt  of  Steelton,  to  spend  a day  or  two  and 
returned  Wednesday.  From  her  general  demeanor  we  risk  the  judgment  that 
Mary  thinks  Carlisle  is  about  right,  even  if  the  photographs  of  papa  and 
mamma  in  her  room  do  make  her  think  of  her  western  home,  once  in  a 
while. 

Mrs.  Thompson  and  Miss  Barr  went  with  the  footballers  to  Boston,  last 
Thursday  besides  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner.  Miss  Barr  with 
Charles  Roberts  and  Artie  Miller  called  on  Rev.  Robert  MacFadden,  while 
there,  and  had  a pleasant  chat  on  old  times.  They  picture  Mr. 

MacFadden' s home  an  ideal  one,  with  wife  and  babe,  and  his  interest  in 
the  Indians  seems  to  be  as  strong  as  ever. 

Those  in  the  twenty-five  dollar  contest  who  have  sent  in  fifty  and 
more  names  are  Miss  Mary  Shields,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Master  Irving  F. 
Merrill,  Dr.,  Moore  Station,  Pa.,  Jacob  Rhule,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  George 
Muscoe,  at  the  school,  Howard  Gansworth,  Princeton  University,  N.D.,  and 
Palageia  Tutikoff,  Emigsville,  Pa.  We  give  these  names  thinking  that 
they  may  have  friends  among  the  subscribers  who  would  like  to  help  them 
by  sending  subscriptions  to  be  placed  to  their  credit. 

The  Band  Concert  which  was  billed  for  Friday  and  which  had  the  promise 
of  a big  house  in  town,  was  postponed  on  account  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
Wile.  The  concert  will  be  given  on  some  date  in  the  future. 

On  Saturday  the  band  went  by  livery  conveyance  over  the  mountains  to 
New  Bloomfield,  18  miles,  to  play  at  the  Odd  Fellows'  Anniversary 
there.  Starting  at  four  in  the  morning,  giving  a concert  at  noon, 
parading  in  the  afternoon  and  riding  back  late  in  wagons  so  overcrowded 
that  many  had  to  walk  over  the  mountain  made  a hard  day  for  them. 

Miss  Ely  has  returned  from  Kansas.  What  is  there  in  that  Kansas  air 
or  water  that  brings  back  youth  and  beauty?  It  might  pay  a NUMBER  of 
the  Carlisle  people  to  go  out  to  Kansas  for  a time.  The  fact  is,  it  is 

the  change  and  rest  that  every  one  needs,  and  it  matters  not  much  where 

one  goes  to  get  it.  If  Kansas  people  who  are  worn  out  would  come  to 

Pennsylvania  we  would  treat  them  as  well,  and  send  them  back  with  youth 

and  beauty  restored. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Nana  Pratt  were  invited  guests  at  the 
launching  of  the  great  Russian  cruiser  Variag  at  Cramp's  Shipyard, 
Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  and  to  the  breakfast  that  followed  where  there 
were  Counts,  countesses.  Embassy  people  and  attaches.  Generals, 
Commodores  and  all  sorts  of  distinguished  people  from  foreign  lands  in 
attendance,  as  well  as  a large  number  of  military  and  other  notables 
from  our  own  country.  It  was  a rainy  day,  but  otherwise  a very 
enjoyable  event. 

A Hallowe'en  party  given  by  the  ladies  at  the  East  end  of  Teachers' 
quarters  - Misses  Forster,  Pauli,  Weekley,  Cutter,  Carter  and  Peter,  on 
Tuesday  evening  was  an  enjoyable  affair.  The  "Indian"  man  and  wife 
attracted  a great  deal  of  attention  and  entertained  the  guests  a few 
minutes  by  fanciful  medicine  steps.  There  was  singing,  also 
refreshments  galore  and  unique,  as  well  as  games.  Fire  places  and  the 
old  fashioned  ghost  story  in  the  dark  had  a place.  One  of  the  most 
grotesque  ghost  stories  we  ever  listened  to  was  given  by  Dr.  Eastman  in 
his  inimitable  way.  What  the  Doctor  does  not  know  about  primitive 
Indian  customs  is  not  worth  knowing.  Being  a Sioux  himself  he  has 
secured  the  heart  beatings  of  the  old  Indians  in  legend  and  in  family 
and  tribal  lore,  and  that  without  white  man  adulteration.  The  fortune 
poems  were  beautiful  and  appropriate,  some  of  which  were  original,  from 


Mrs.  Eastman's  fertile  store. 

Miss  Ericson  of  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  has  written  to  Miss  Ely, 
telling  interesting  things  of  herself  and  country.  One  thing,  she  says 
we  would  enjoy  seeing  the  stir  there  among  "Americanos"  on  the  days  that 
the  mail  steamers  arrive.  They  all  turn  out  to  the  post  office,  and  one 
would  think  some  great  convention  was  in  progress.  She  has  found  a home 
with  Americans  and  has  her  Carlisle  things  around  her.  The  longer  she 
stays  there  the  better  she  likes  it,  although  she  does  get  vexed  at 
times  over  the  slowness  of  the  natives.  "Manana'  (tomorrow)  is  the 
standard  word  for  them.  It  is  no  wonder  that  they  are  poor,  for 
everything  has  to  be  done  "manana." 


(page  4) 

through  his  sermons  the  INDIVIDUAL  was  benefitted.  His  chair  is  empty, 
his  lips  are  closed  and  we  feel  the  sting  and  sorrow  in  the  loss  of  so 
great  a personality. 

Pasaquala  Anderson  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  girls  and  referred  to  the 
earnestness  manifested  in  his  prayers  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
Indian . 

S.  Kendall  Paul  spoke  for  the  small  boys,  and  alluded  to  the  many 
hours  of  study  the  deceased  had  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  pupils, 
for  he  had  said  that  he  thought  it  a most  important  duty  to  give  to 
those  who  were  just  coming  into  the  light  the  best  that  his  intellect 
could  furnish.  His  intense  interest  in  the  school  has  been  appreciated 
by  the  small  boys  as  well  as  the  entire  student  body.  We  honored  and 
loved  him. 

After  this  the  following  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted  by  a rising 
vote  of  the  audience: 

The  Resolutions. 

Inasmuch  as  Almighty  God  has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  works  to  reward 
our  beloved  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  H.B.  Wile,  this  school  in  all  its 
membership  of  faculty  and  students,  deploring  deeply  the  loss  we  are 
called  upon  to  bear,  and  bowing  to  wisdom  infinite  in  its  designs,  yet 
desire  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  of  the  labor  amongst  us  of 
our  late  friend  and  Chaplain,  who  during  eight  years  of  faithful  service 
had  become  endeared  to  us  all,  so  that  along  with  his  regular 
parishoners  we  regard  him  truly  as  "our  Mr.  Wile,"  our  Pastor. 

Combined  with  ability  and  scholarship  of  a high  order  our  friend  was 
endowed  beyond  most  men  with  those  genial  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
which  made  all  who  were  brought  in  touch  with  him  feel  that  in  him  they 
had  a friend  able  to  guide  them  in  their  spiritual  life,  but  who  yet  was 
a man  amongst  men,  interested  in  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  rejoicing 
in  the  day  of  joy,  and  in  time  of  trouble  full  of  sympathy  with  the 
distressed  and  afflicted. 

His  work  amongst  us  was  remarkable,  in  that  while  presenting  his 
discourse  in  a way  to  interest  the  slow  understandings  of  some  of  his 
hearers,  he  never  failed  to  present  in  their  fulness  the  vital  truths  of 
Christianity,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master  himself,  who  spoke  not  to  sect 
or  class,  but  to  all  who  would  hear  the  word. 

The  congregation  ministered  to  here  is  unique;  nowhere  in  the  world 
is  there  another  like  it;  representing  70  tribes  and  languages,  gathered 
from  all  sections  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  education  and 
receiving  under  his  ministry  instruction  in  the  way  of  salvation.  From 
this  place  hundreds  have  passed  out,  as  teachers  and  workers,  carrying 
in  their  hearts  and  minds  the  good  seed  of  the  word,  to  bear  fruit;  some 
in  the  far  North,  under  Arctic  shadows,  others  to  the  torrid  plains  of 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico  and  the  pine  forests  of  Michigan  and  Minnesota, 
while  still  others  have  followed  the  flag  of  their  country  to  Cuba, 

Porto  Rico  and  the  far  off  Philippines. 

Hundreds  are  yet  here  who  have  listened  to  him  who  will,  in  due  season 
also  pass  out,  taking  with  them  to  remote  places  the  words  of  life  so 
faithfully  dispensed  by  him  whose  voice  we  shall  hear  on  earth  no  more 
but  who,  verily,  being  dead  yet  speaketh. 


Reverently  in  imagination  we  draw  aside  the  veil  that  hides  from  us 
the  spirit  world,  behold  the  great  white  throne,  and  hear  addressed  to 
our  friend  the  glorious  greeting,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant, 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

RESOLVED:  "That  we  feel  deeply  with  Mrs.  Wile  and  her  bereaved 
children,  and  tender  to  them  this  memorial  as  embodying  our  sincere 
sympathy  for  herself  and  family,  and  our  love  and  esteem  for  the 
deceased  husband  and  father. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Faculty  and  Students, 

R.H.  PRATT, 

Major  and  Superintendent. 

Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 

Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  won  16-5. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge;  lost  22-10. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York. 

Nov.  18,  University  of  Maryland  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


The  History  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  of  Iowa,  and  the  founding 
of  the  Toledo,  Iowa,  Indian  school,  is  before  us,  compliments  of 
Superintendent  George  W.  Nellis.  It  is  an  interesting  illustrated 
pamphlet,  for  which  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks. 


Mrs.  Harriet  L.  Root,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  who  is  87  years  of 
age,  renews  her  subscription  for  the  HELPER,  saying:  This  may  be  my 
last,  but  as  long  as  I am  able  to  read  I desire  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  good  that  is  being  done  in  the  world.  I feel  that  Major  Pratt  has 
done  noble  work.  May  the  Lord  abide  with  him  and  bless  abundantly  the 
school . " 


TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  ten  letters. 

My  6,  7,  8,  5 is  a fate. 

My  4,  3,  8,  10,  2,  1 is  what  a chicken  does  at  night. 

My  9,  7,  6 is  what  lightning  may  be  conducted  by. 

My  whole  is  what  are  in  evidence  again  at  Carlisle  after  hiding 
themselves  out  of  sight  for  the  last  six  months. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  go  to 
http : //www.epix. net/~landis . 

"RE : My  Daughter's  Yei's"  - 

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  02:29:49  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : My  Daughter's  Yei's 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

No  coffee  in  the  house  this  morning,  wandered  around  trying  to  find  a 
can,  but  there  was  none.  I got  up  and  drove  down  to  the  store. . .while 
driving  I realized  there  were  YEI's  all  around,  these  are  Navajo 
supernatural  beings  in  the  days  way  before  ordinary  men  and  women  like 


me  were  here.  My  daughter  used  to  see  them  when  she  was  small... this 
morning  I saw  them... they  were  quiet  giants  and  tall,  they  look  like 
stick  figures,  standing  quietly  watching,  not  moving  or  saying  a word. 

Their  faces  had  no  expression,  plain  and  showed  no  emotion.  In  the  old 
days  they  would  go  about,  they  had  certain  gifts,  I saw  these  in  their 
hands,  they  gave  these  to  young  people,  two  being  Monster  Slayer  and 
Child  Born  for  Water,  the  Navajo  Twin  Heros  who  went  about  to  slay 
monsters,  giants  and  big  snakes  who  sought  to  destroy  people.  We  are 
because  of  their  efforts. 

Today,  I could  see  those  gifts,  straight  lightning,  zigzag  lightning 
and  in  angry  times  spotted  lightning,  these  things  I saw.  I did  not  see 
any  flashes  just  them  standing  there  with  those  things  in  their  hands. 

I have  not  really  noticed  them  before,  they  stand  quietly  watching  as  I 
go  about  my  daily  life,  they  see  each  passing  dawn  and  sunset,  serene 

and  peaceful my  daughter  used  to  say  when  she  was  small  look  there 

they  are  and  I would  say  yes  that  is  them. 

Now  they  are  all  over  the  world,  standing  still,  I am  sure  you  have 

seen  them look  about  when  you  go  out.  They  stand  fifty  feet  tall, 

their  arms  extended  out,  they  crisscross  all  lands  and  they  carry  these 
gifts  of  light,  lightning  now  electric  power,  look  closely  they  are  my 
daughters'  YEI's. 

John  Rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Standing  in  the  Forest"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Flawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere . net> 

Subj : Poems 

Standing  in  the  forest 
right  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
it's  easy  there  to  see  it 
beating  in  the  dark 

The  Heart  of  Mother  Earth 
still  throbbing  to  the  sound 
her  creatures  all  rejoice 
in  worshipping  this  ground 

Respect  is  all  around  me 
from  the  Ant  to  Eagle's  eye 
they  still  have  their  Instructions 
and  needn't  even  try 

The  world  has  lost  it's  center 
I see  it  every  day 
we  work  so  hard  and  measure 
and  we  forget  to  pray 

I come  here  to  remember 
the  way  the  world  began 
within  the  Sacred  Circle 
the  brotherhood  of  man 

Where  every  branch  and  tree  top 
stood  for  good  and  right 
where  Hawk  and  rabbit  rested 
and  knew  the  starry  night 

The  world  outside  is  rushing 
towards  a dark  uncertain  day 
where  everything  of  beauty 
will  have  lost  it's  way 


A single  Eagle  feather 


binds  me  to  the  fact 

that  we  have  lost  a lot  more 

than  we're  willing  here  to  grasp 

The  world  is  full  of  beauty 
so  often  we  don't  see 
we  rush  and  press  the  future 
to  make  it  what  we  need 

When  all  around  in  darkness 
the  beauty  does  unfold 
reminding  me  of  treasure 
not  to  be  bought  and  sold 

I hold  this  ground  so  Sacred 
within  my  outstretched  hand 
and  say  a prayer  for  Mother  Earth 
the  water  and  the  land 

For  all  the  many  creatures 
that  swim  and  crawl  and  fly 
that  the  Honor  just  in  living 
will  not  pass  us  by 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Nov  99  23:36:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  21-27 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

21 

The  pueo's  haunting  call  invokes  the  spirit  of  the  wind. 

22 

The  full  moon  is  rosy  with  the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  and 
the  clouds  surrounding  it  are  royal  purple. 

23 

Heed  well  the  cycles  of  your  life. 

24 

Let  your  dreams  be  a source  of  inspiration. 

25 

Be  grateful  for  the  ancestors  who  helped  shape  your  life. 

26 

In  every  conversation,  it  is  important  to  learn  to  listen. 

27 

The  pearl  is  a wondrous  creation  of  the  sea. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Nammies  Results"  

Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  21:24:11  -0600 
From:  Corporate  Chicken  <marc@frucht .org> 

Subj:  nammies  results 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

SECOND  ANNUAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  MUSIC  AWARDS 
A SOLD  OUT  EVENT 

Bill  Miller  A Five  Time  Nammy  Winner 

Albuquerque,  NM  - For  the  second  straight  year  in  a row,  the  Second  Annual 
Native  American  Music  Awards  held  on  Saturday,  November  6th,  1999  was 
attended  by  a capacity  crowd.  Over  1950  people  were  in  attendence.  The 
year's  biggest  winner  was  Bill  Miller  who  received  a total  of  five  awards 
for:  Artist  of  the  Year,  Best  Male  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  Songwriter  of 
the  Year  and  Best  Folk  Artist.  Other  multiple  winners  were:  Joanne  Shenandoah 
(2)  - Best  Female  Artist/Best  Traditional  Recording,  Indigenous  (3)  - Group 
of  the  Year/Best  Pop  Group/Best  Blues  Group  and  Robbie  Robertson  (2)  - Record 
of  the  Year/Best  Producer 

Commemorating  National  Native  American  Heritage  Month,  a special  "Did  You 
Know  They  Are  Native?"  segment  raised  awareness  on  leading  Native  Americans 
in  the  entertainment  and  sports  worlds.  Hosted  by  Branscombe  Richmond, 
special  guest  appearances  included;  John  Densmore  of  the  Doors,  Randy 
Castillo  of  Motley  Crue,  Nitty  Gritty  Dirt  Band,  Jennifer  Warnes,  Rodney 
Grant,  Rita  Coolidge  and  The  Lynns.  Over  15  dynamic  live  performances  were 
featured  from  all  genres  of  music:  Rio  Grande  Drum  Group,  Robert  Tree  Cody  & 
Xavier,  Primeaux  & Mike,  Wayquay,  Natay,  Chief  Jim  Billie,  Jack  Gladstone, 

Jim  Boyd  & Rez  Bound,  Native  Roots,  Arigon  Starr,  Bill  Miller,  The  Lynns,  and 
XIT. 

This  year's  Hall  of  Fame  induction  was  held  in  honor  of  the  late  Hank 
Williams  and  featured  a highly  charged  performance  tribute  by  his  grandson. 
Hank  Williams  III.  A special  Jim  Thorpe  Sports  Award  with  courtesy  footage 
provided  by  ESPN  was  presented  to  the  Iroquois  Nationals  Lacrosse  Team  who 
are  ranked  third  in  the  world  and  whose  ancestors  created  the  game  of 
Lacrosse. 

The  Native  American  Music  Awards  was  made  possible  with  the  support  of; 
Sandia  Casino,  Isleta  Gaming  Palace,  ASCAP  and  Indian  Motorcycle.  The  Native 
American  Music  Awards  and  Association  proudly  congratulates  the  winners  of 
the  Second  Annual  Native  American  Music  Awards: 

HALL  OF  FAME 
Hank  Williams 

LIFETIME  ACHIEVEMENT 
Tom  Bee 

LIVING  LEGEND 
Chief  Jim  Billie 

JIM  THORPE  SPORTS  AWARD 
Iroquois  Nationals  Lacrosse  Team 

BEST  CHILDREN'S  RECORDING 
To  All  Our  Precious  Ones 
P.  M.  Begay 

BEST  POW  WOW  RECORDING 
Gathering  of  Nations 
Various  Artists 

BEST  WORLD  MUSIC  RECORDING 
Destined  Love  Traveler 
Koljademo 

BEST  BLUES  GROUP 
Indigenous 

SONG  OF  THE  YEAR 
Ghost  Dance 
Bill  Miller 


BEST  INDEPENDENT  RECORDING 
Meet  The  Diva 
Arigon  Starr 

BEST  MUSIC  VIDEO 

Navigate 

Wayquay 

BEST  RADIO  STATION 
KTNN 

Window  Rock,  AZ 

BEST  CANADIAN  CONTEMPORARY  RECORDING 
Kehlonn 
Derry  Alfred 

BEST  LATIN  AMERICAN  RECORDING 
A Native  American  Odyssey 
Various  Artists 

BEST  NEW  AGE  ALBUM 
Maze 

Robert  Tree  Cody 

BEST  COMPILATION  RECORDING 
Smoke  Signals 

BEST  FEMALE  ARTIST 
Doanne  Shenandoah 

BEST  MALE  ARTIST 
Bill  Miller 

ARTIST  OF  THE  YEAR 
Bill  Miller 

DEBUT  ARTIST  OF  THE  YEAR 
Chief  Dim  Billie 

NON-PRESENTED  CATEGORIES 

BEST  TRADITIONAL  RECORDING  (Non-presented  Category) 
Orenda  Doanne  Shenandoah 

BEST  FOLK  ARTIST  (Non-presented  Category) 

Bill  Miller 

BEST  RAP  /HIP  HOP  ARTIST  (Non-presented  Category) 
Litefoot 

FLUTIST  OF  THE  YEAR  (Non-presented  Category) 

Mary  Youngblood 

BEST  INSTRUMENTAL  RECORDING  (Non-presented  Category) 

Red  Wind  Nakai,  Eaton,  Clipman 

SONGWRITER  OF  THE  YEAR  (Non-presented  Category) 

Bill  Miller  Ghost  Dance 

GROUP  OF  THE  YEAR  (Non-presented  Category) 

Indigenous 

RECORD  OF  THE  YEAR  (Non-presented  Category) 

Contact  From  The  Underworld  of  Redboy  Robbie  Robertson 


NATIVE  HEART  (Non-presented  Category) 
Raymond  A.  Boley 


BEST  PRODUCER  (Non-presented  Category) 

Robbie  Robertson  Contact  From  The  Underworld  of  Redboy 

BEST  POP  GROUP  (Non-presented  Category) 

Indigenous 

BEST  CANADIAN  TRADITIONAL  RECORDING  (Non-presented  Category) 
4 Life  Eyabay 

BEST  HISTORICAL  RECORDING  (Non-presented  Category) 

Canyon  Vintage  Collection  Various  Artists 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  8 November  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

November  20 

Native  American  Arts  and  Crafts  Festival 
Corner  5th  and  Keeper  Streets 
Fort  Rucker,  Alabama 

(334)  347-5546  or  (334)  598-4033  or  (334)  255-1504 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9047 


December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m.,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine(3hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  13:45:27  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Floward"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

The  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES) 

Presents  during  their  21st  annual  conference  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota: 

TONEMAH  & ULALI 

In  Concert  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center  Ballroom 
10:00p.m.  on  Friday  - November  19,  1999 

Tickets  are  $8.00  and  will  be  sold  at  the  AISES  Conference  Merchandise 
booth  at  the  Convention  Center. 

For  more  information  - visit  the  AISEES  web  site  at  www.aises.org 

The  21st  Annual  Conference  begins  with  Pre-conference  Professional  Training 
on  Wednesday,  November  17,  1999.  Regular  conference  days  are  Thursday, 
November  18  - Saturday,  November  20,  1999. 

The  conference  site  will  be  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center. 


Date:  Mon,  15  Nov  1999  09:34:16  -0600  (CST) 
From:  RACHEL  D ALLEN  <arachel@okstate . edu> 

Subj : OSU  Pow  Wow 

Oklahoma  State  University 
Native  American  Student  Association 
Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
November  20,  1999 

Center  for  International  Trade  and  Development 
(On  the  corner  of  Hall  of  Fame  & Washington) 


MC  Thomas  Roughface Ponca 

Arena  Director  Gary  Gover Pawnee 

Head  Singer  Craig  Satepauhoodle — Osage,  Kiowa 

Head  Man  Deff  Goodfox Pawnee 

Head  Lady  Dodie  Satepauhoodle — Osage,  Potawatomi 


Host  Gourd  Clan  North  East  Oklahoma  TIA-PIAH  Society 

Color  Guard  Ponca  Indian  Post  #38 

Special  Guest  Tara  Damron,  Dr.  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma 

The  1999-2000  OSU  NASA  Princess,  Erika  Focht  (Meskwaki), 
will  be  crowned  immediately  foilwing  Grand  Entry. 

Gourd  Dancing  3:00  pm 

Supper  5:00  pm 

Gourd  Dancing  6:00  pm 

Grand  Entry  7:00  pm 

Booth  Fees  will  be  $25 
Drugs  and  alcohol  are  prohibited 


Not  responsible  for  lost  or  stolen  items 
For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Multicultural  Development  and 
Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481  or  Alyssa  Cannon  at  (405)  372-0385. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Saturday,  Nov.  17,  1999:  Stillaquamish  Tribe  Pow  Wow,  Arlington,  WA.  Supper 
at  5pm,  Grand  Entry  at  7pm.  Everybody  welcome.  Directions:  take  Exit  210  off 
of  1-5,  turn  right;  go  up  hill  to  35th,  turn  left;  go  1/4  mile,  turn  left 
again.  The  center  is  in  the  midst  of  development.  Info:  Charlie  Pierce  (360) 
435-6304. 

Dec.  31,  1999-3an.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http : //www. wisdom keepers . org/etil/ . 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean.Smith@NAU.EDU> 

Subj:  This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 


will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere).  Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau . edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group) , College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 


Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 


Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday.  This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 


Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Tribal  Enterprise 


Development  Use  of  gaming 


revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Judiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable . 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


MNA:  Advisory  Council 


Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 
NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.0.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Mon,  8 Nov  1999  14:22:46  -0600 
From:  rob  <rob@ROBWORLD.NET> 

Subj : Pow  Wow 

2nd  Annual  Fall  Pow  Wow  and  Community  Gathering 

- St.  Cloud  Armory,  1710  8th  Street  North,  St.  Cloud,  MN 

- Grand  Entry  1pm,  Community  Potluck  Feast  5pm 

- Honorariums/  First  50  Dancers  Registered  — First  3 Registered  Drums 


Paid 

- Vendors  Welcome,  Please  Contact  Nancy  Harles  at  320-654-5449  or  Robert 
McClelland  at  320-656-9128 

Traditional  Pow  Wow  Co-Sponsored  by  SCSU-AIC,  ECFE,  and  SCAAIC 
NOVEMBER  14,  1999 


Date:  Sun,  7 Nov  1999  22:33:27  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : concert  at  Qualla 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ndngrl@mindspring.com 

To:  Wanige@aol.com 

Dale, 

I saw  this  listing  in  the  current  "One  Feather"  and  thought  I'd  send  it  to 
you.  It's  not  a powwow,  but  sounds  like  good  music! 

Native  American  Music  Festival 
Friday,  November  19  at  8:00  p.m. 

Harrah's  Cherokee  Casino 

Musicians : 

Casper  and  Root  Awakening 
Clan/destine 

Keith  Secola  dn  the  wild  band  of  indians 

Long  Flair  Drummers 

A-Wo-Fla-Li  drummers 

Comedian  Drew  Lacapa 

FYI, 

Deanna 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy : (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
P FI : 780-455-2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj:  South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  ru  y /v 


ALABAMA 


Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  Info:  (813)  620-3077. 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  14:25:01  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Late  Fall  Events  Updates 

Native  American  Events  Listings 

-Fall,  1999- 

>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

r^j  ru  ru  \J 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  20:  Native  American  Cultural  Arts  & Crafts  Festival,  corner  of  5th 
Avenue  & Keeper  St.,  Fort  Rucker  (on  the  field  next  to  Burger  King,  behind 
the  NCO  Academy.  This  event  is  scheduled  from  10:00am  - 2:00pm,  so  if  you 
live  more  than  an  hour's  drive  from  the  base,  it  may  not  be  worth  the  trip; 
but,  if  you  live  close  by,  it  might  make  for  a nice  outing.  There  will  be 
intertribal  dancing,  a drum,  and  vendors.  Info:  Richard  Greybull  (334) 
347-5546,  Gina  Henkins  (34)  598-4033,  or  SFC  Kozlowski  (334)  255-1504. 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Creek  Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Dance  contest.  Drum  contest.  Princess 
competition,  storytelling.  Admission:  $5.00.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334) 
368-9136  or  tcox@poarchcreekindians . org . 


FLORIDA 

Nov.  19-21:  Bear's  Family  Fall  Dance,  Sun  'n'  Fun  West  Campground,  Lakeland. 
HM:  Tyler  Bemont;  HL:  Kristin  Kessler;  HG:  Kristipher  Kessler;  HS:  Billy 
Evans  Horse;  MC:  Bill  Armstrong;  AD:  Max  Stein.  Free  admission.  Open  to  the 
public.  Hot  & cold  indoor  showers;  parking  & camping  free.  Info:  (863) 
688-3404,  ask  for  Bear  or  Moon. 

Nov.  20-21:  Bobby's  Thanksgiving  Festival,  at  Bobby's  Seminole  Village,  East 
Tampa.  THIS  EVENT  HAS  BEEN  CANCELLED  FOR  1999.  Info:  loanne  Henry  (813) 
620-3077. 


GEORGIA 


Nov.  18-21:  Toomsboro  Intertribal  Indian  Festival,  State  Route  112, 
Toomsboro.  Info:  (912)  377-8621. 

Nov.  19-21:  Southeastern  Heritage  Festival,  a Celebration  of  Native  American 
& Appalachian  Settlers,  Funk  Heritage  Center,  at  Reinhardt  College,  Waleska. 
There  will  be  Native  games  competitions,  including  stickball,  blowgun,  and 
archery;  tradition  Southeastern  Indian  & Appalachian  social  dances;  ancient 
earth  skills  demonstrations;  traditional  & contemporary  music  with  Eddie 
Bushyhead;  world  music  with  Sapien;  Native  American  arts  & crafts; 
Appalachian  settlers  skills,  music  & lifeways;  pioneer  trade  goods  ; 
contemporary  artists  showcase;  and  traditional  Indian  skills  & foods.  Info: 
MPH@mail.reinhardt.edu  or  www.reinhardt.edu. 


LOUISIANA 

Nov.  28-29:  Louisiana  Indian  Heritage  Association  Pow  Wow,  Hidden  Oaks 
Campground,  Robert.  Info:  Dack  Heriard,  PO  Box  1390,  Folsom,  LA  70437  (504) 
796-5433  or  whiswind@i-55.com. 

More  Southern  Fall  Updates 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Nov.  19:  Native  American  Music  Festival,  at  Hamah's  Cherokee  Casino, 
Cherokee.  The  action  starts  at  8:00pm,  and  includes  the  following  performers 
Casper  & Root  Awakening,  Clan/destine,  Keith  Secola  & his  Wild  Band  of 
Indians;  comedian  Drew  Lacapa;  and  the  Long  Hair  and  A-Wo-Ha-Li  drum  groups. 
Info:  (800)  291-2952. 

Nov.  19-20  (tenative  date):  Wild  Game  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-2433. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Nov  1999  11:25:01  -0600 
From:  Christine  Penney  <cpenney@CSS. EDU> 

Subj : Native  America  Calling  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Novemberl5-18, 1999 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <emartin2@unl . edu>  11/15/99  10:18AM  >>> 

Listen  LIVE  Online  from  l-2pm  EST 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

Native  America  Calling  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  November  15-18,  1999 

MON  - 11/15:  Zapatistas  Speak  Out: 

The  ongoing  struggle  of  the  Zapatistas  and  other  indigenous  groups  with  the 
Mexican  government  continues  to  escalate  in  and  around  the  Chiapas  region. 

We  will  bring  you  an  update  on  the  human  rights  situation  in  Mexico  and  we 
will  also  visit  with  Rosalinda  Santis  Diaz  of  the  Kinal  Antzetik  Women's 
Cooperative  in  San  Cristobal,  who  is  touring  the  U.S. 

TUE  - 11/16:  Dust  Check  Native  on  the  Census: 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  has  produced  a national  advertising  campaign  to  avoid 
having  the  Native  American  population  undercounted , as  it  was  in  1990.  And 
Native  people  who  are  familiar  with  the  Census  are  saying  "Dust  Check 
Native"  on  the  form.  Why?  Tune  in  and  find  out.  Guests  include  Curtis 
Zunigha  of  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

WED  - 11/17:  Native  Community  Video  Libraries: 

Taos  Talking  Pictures  and  other  organizations  have  helped  launch  two  new 
video  libraries  at  Taos  Pueblo.  They  consist  of  25  films,  accompanied  by 
study  guides,  intended  to  address  concerns  about  the  lack  of  distribution 
for  socially  conscious  films  and  videos.  How  can  this  educate  the  public 
about  Native  issues?  Guests  include  Dason  Silverman,  artistic  director  of 


Taos  Talking  Pictures. 

THU  - 11/18:  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  Update: 

New  legislation  is  pending  concerning  ICWA  and  Native  leaders  fear  proposed 
amendments  will  lead  to  more  Indian  Babies  being  placed  into  adoptive  homes 
or  foster  care.  How  can  Native  America  stop  our  Indian  children  from  being 
displaced  from  their  home  and  culture?  Guests  include  Gil  Vigil,  director 
of  social  services  for  Tesuque  Pueblo  of  New  Mexico. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  (AIROS)  Director  of  Distribution 

Eric_Martin@NETV.PBS.ORG 

emartin2@unl.edu 

"Rock  n'  Roll  is  based  on  revolutions  going  way  past  33  1/3." 

--  3ohn  Trudell,  Baby  Boom  Che 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  unsubscribe 

"RE : Award  Given  to  Program  Featuring  Peltier  Book"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Nov  1999  08:29:19  -0600 
From:  Christine  Penney  <cpenney@CSS. EDU> 

Subj : Award  Given  to  Radio  Program  Featuring  Peltier  Book 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <emartin2@unl . edu>  11/15/99  09:51PM  >>> 

November  12,  1999 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

Tricia  King,  (907)  235-7299,  drums@xyz.net 

Award  Given  to  Radio  Program  Featuring  Peltier  Book 

For  the  third  year  in  a row,  "Different  Drums"  has  been  honored  with  a 
"Goldie"  award  by  the  Alaska  Broadcasters'  Association. 

The  1999  "Goldie"  honored  an  episode  of  the  weekly  show  which  featured 
readings  from  the  prison  writings  of  Native  American  political  prisoner 
Leonard  Peltier. 

The  award-winning  program  will  be  repeated  on  the  internet  and  uplinked  by 
satellite  for  access  by  public  radio  stations  several  times  during  the  week 
of  November  16-23,  1999.  The  program  features  readings  from  the  book  "My 
Life  is  My  Sundance  - The  Prison  Writings  of  Leonard  Peltier"  and 
conversation  about  the  Peltier  case  by  editor  Harvey  Arden,  former  writer 
for  National  Geographic  and  author  of  several  books  documenting  the  wisdom 
of  Native  American  traditional  elders.  Music  composed  by  Native  Americans 
and  others  in  honor  of  Peltier  is  also  included  in  the  program. 

The  Peltier  issue  is  the  subject  of  a current  month-long  demonstration 
capaign  near  the  White  House  in  Washington  DC.  Peltier's  supporters,  who 
include  Amnesty  International,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Danielle  Mitterand  and 
former  US  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  are  calling  for  President  Clinton 
to  grant  executive  clemency  to  Peltier. 

"Different  Drums,"  a weekly  one-hour  program  of  contemporary  Native 
American  music  and  issues,  which  is  distributed  to  public  radio  stations 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  by  the  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite 
Network,  is  created  in  Homer,  Alaska  by  producer  Tricia  King. 

"Different  Drums"  has  garnered  six  state  and  national  awards  within  its 
first  three  years  of  production,  also  having  received,  in  addition  to  the 
two  previous  Goldies,  a Silver  Reel  from  the  National  Federation  of 
Community  Broadcasters,  the  Communicator  Crustal  Award  of  Excellence,  and 
a First  Place  Award  from  the  Alaska  Press  Club. 

The  internet  feed  can  be  accessed  at  http://www.airos.org/audio.html,  at 
the  following  times,  expressed  in  ET : Tuesday  11/16  - 10  AM,  4 PM,  10  PM; 
Wednesday  11/17  - 4 AM;  Friday  11/19  - 10  AM,  4 PM,  10  PM;  Saturday  11/20  - 


4 AM,  5 PM;  Sunday  11/21  - 6 AM,  5 PM;  Monday  11/22  - 6 AM. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  IronCloud  via  John  Berry,  Dan  Smoke,  Edward  M.  Johnson,  Janet  Smith, 
Antoinette  Claypoole,  A.N.N.A.  Foundation,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Save  Ward  Valley,  AliceH, 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Celine  Vaquer,  Larry  Innes,  Dreamwalker, 
Marsha  Monestersky,  Dale  Mitchell,  Christine  Penney,  Martha  E Ture 


From  gars@netcom.com  Sat  Nov  27  14:50:04  1999 
Date:  Tue,  23  Nov  1999  18:15:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.048 
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, , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  048  0 o 0 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Potawatomie  moon  of  turkey  and  feast 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  LPDC, 
Sovernet-L,  Indians_Online-L  & Paths-L  Mail  Lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email;  Pachinga.net 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/ s pec ial s/wilder ness/thumbbutte. shtml 

http : //www. a z star net . com/millennium/ 

http : //www. azcentral . com/news/1 120babbitt .shtml 

http : //members . aol . com/Apictou/pictou-branscombe . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"In  our  way,  with  every  decision  we  make,  we  always  keep  in  mind  the 
Seventh  Generation  to  come.  It's  our  job  to  see  that  the  people 
coming  ahead,  the  generations  still  unborn,  have  a world  no  worse  than 
ours  - and  hopefully  better.  When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always 
plant  our  feet  carefully  because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future 
generations  are  looking  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget 
them. " 

_ Oren  Lyons,  Iroquois 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  i 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Three  words  - DIVIDE  AND  CONQUER 

Three  damnable  words  have  lost  us  our  land  and  control  of  our  destinies 
to  deceivers  who  have  used  this  strategy  to  their  advantage.  I do  not  believe 
for  one  moment  any  Mohawk  or  Huron  did  anything  that  actually  violated 
their  traditions.  However,  we  know  all  too  well  the  results  of  the  French 
and  British  manipulating  each  of  them  through  "divide  and  conquer". 


I know  my  Cherokee  ancestors  and  my  wife's  Creek  ancestors  followed 
their  beliefs.  However,  in  doing  so  the  Cherokee  were  "used"  by  the  U.  S. 
to  force  the  Creek  out  of  their  Alabama  homes.  Dunaluska  would  later  go 
into  self-imposed  exile  for  saving  the  life  of  Andrew  Dackson  at  Horseshoe 
Bend  only  to  witness  that  same  cowardly  Dackson  forcing  the  Cherokee  on  a 


death  march  to  Oklahoma. 


Divide  and  conquer. 


The  FBI  doesn't  have  to  do  a thing  to  avoid  culpability  for  their  acts 
at  Wounded  Knee  in  1973.  Leaders  throughout  Indian  Country  are  pointing 
fingers  at  one  another  regarding  Leonard  Peltier,  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash 
and  accountability  for  Anna  Mae's  death.  There  have  been  public  statements. 
IF  ANY  of  the  accusations  have  merit,  arrests  need  to  be  made  based  on  hard 
evidence,  not  another  bullshit  special  from  a terrified  Myrtle  Poor  Bear. 

In  the  meantime  the  FBI  is  stepping  back  while  we  tear  at  one  another's 
throats.  Divide  and  Conquer... 

Clear  your  thinking  with  this: 

From:  Mike  Wicks  <mwic ks@gte.net> 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Flonor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

1.5.1975  Leon  L.  Swift  Bird  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

1.5.1976  Lydia  Cut  Grass  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wounded  Knee  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

1.17.1974  Edward  Means,  3r.  - AIM  member  found  dead  in  Pine  Ridge  alley, 
beaten.  No  investigation. 

1.30.1976  Byron  DeSersa  - OSCRO  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated 
by  Goons  in  Wanblee.  Arrests  by  local  authorities  resulted 

in  two  Goons  - Dale  lanis  and  Charlie  Winters,  serving  two 
years  of  five  year  sentences  for  "manslaughter."  Charges 
dropped  against  two  Goon  leaders,  Manny  Wilson  and 
Chuck  Richards  , on  the  basis  of  "self-defense"  despite 
DeSersa  having  been  unarmed  when  shot  to  death. 

2.1976  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  - AIM  organizer  assassinated  on 

Pine  Ridge..  FBI  involved  in  attempt  to  conceal  cause  of  death. 
Ongoing  attempt  to  establish  "AIM  involvement"  in  murder.  Key 
FBI  personnel  never  deposed.  Coroner  never  deposed,  [depose-to 
remove  from  power... to  testify  or  bear  witness,  especially  on 
oath  in  court] 

2.6.1976  Lena  R.  Slow  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

2.27.1974  Edward  Standing  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  near  Pine  Ridge  by 
"party  or  parties  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

3.1.1975  Martin  Montileaux  - killed  in  a Scenic,  S.D.  bar.  AIM  leader 
Richard  Marshall  later  framed  for  his  murder.  Russell  Means 
also  charged  and  acquitted. 

3.1.1976  Flobart  Florse  - AIM  member  beaten,  shot,  and  repeatedly  run 
over  with  automobile  at  Sharp's  Corners. 

No  investigation. 

3.20.1975  Stacy  Cotter  - shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  at  Manderson. 

No  investigation. 

3.21.1975  Edith  Eagle  Flawk  and  her  two  children-AIM  supporter  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  after  being  run  off  the  run  by  a 
white  vigilante,  Albert  Coomes.  Coomes  was  also  killed  in 
the  accident.  Goon  Mark  Clifford  identified  as  having  also 


been  in  the  Coomes  car,  escaped. 

Investigation  closed  without  questioning  Clifford. 

3.26.1976  Cleveland  Reddest  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

3.27.1975  leanette  Bissonette  - AIM  supporter  killed  by  sniper  at 
Pine  Ridge.  Unsuccessful  attempt  to  link  AIM  members  to 
murder; 

no  other  investigation. 

3.30.1975  Richard  Eagle  - grandson  of  AIM  supporter  Gladys  Bissonette 
killed  while  playing  with  loaded  gun  kept  in  the  house  as 
protection  from  Goon  attacks. 

4.4.1975  Hilda  R.  Good  Buffalo  - AIM  supporter  stabbed  to  death  at 
Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

4.4.1975  lancita  Eagle  Deer  - AIM  member  beaten  and  run  over  with 
automobile.  Last  seen  in  the  company  of  provocateur 
Douglass  Durham. 

No  investigation. 

4.14.1973  Priscilla  White  Plume  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

4.17.1973  Frank  Clearwater  - AIM  member  killed  by  heavy  machine  gun 
round  at  Wounded  Knee. 

No  investigation. 

4.19.1974  Roxeine  Roark  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Porcupine  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

Investigation  open,  still  "pending." 

4.23.1973  Between  eight  and  twelve  individuals  (names  unknown) 
packing  supplies  into  Wounded  Knee  were  intercepted  by 
Goons  [Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation]  and  vigilantes. 

None  were  ever  heard  from  again.  Former  Rosebud  Tribal 
President  Robert  Burnette  and  U.S.  Dustice  Department 
Solicitor  General  Kent  Frizzell  conducted  unsuccessful 
search  for  a mass  grave  after  Wounded  Knee  siege. 

No  further  investigation. 

4.27.1973  Buddy  Lamont-AIM  member  hit  by  M16  fire  at  Wounded  Knee, 
Bled  to  death  while  pinned  down  by  fire. 

No  investigation. 

4.28.1976  Betty  3o  Dubray-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  at  Martin, 

S.D. 

No  investigation. 

5.6.1976  Marvin  Two  Two  - Aim  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge. 
No  investigation. 

5.9.1976  luia  Pretty  Hips  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

5.20.1975  Ben  Sitting  Up  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wanblee  by  "unknown 
assailants . " 

No  investigation. 


5.24.1976  Sam  Afraid  of  Bear  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine 
Ridge . 

Investigation  "ongoing." 

6.1.1975  Kenneth  Little  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "pending." 

6.4.1976  Kevin  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown." 

Investigation  "still  open." 

6.15.1975  Leah  Spotted  Elk  - AIM  supporter  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

6.19.1973  Clarence  Cross  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  in  ambush  by 
Goons.  Although  assailants  were  identified  by  eyewitnesses, 
brother  Vernal  Cross,  wounded  in  ambush-was  briefly  charged 
with  crime. 

No  further  investigation. 

6.26.1975  Joseph  Stuntz  Killsright  - AIM  member  killed  by  FBI  sniper 
during  Oglala  firefight. 

No  investigation. 

7.3.1976  Betty  Means  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

7.12.1975  lames  Briggs  Yellow  - heart  attack  caused  by  FBI  air  assault 
on  his  home. 

No  investigation. 

7.25.1975  Andrew  Paul  Stewart  - nephew  of  AIM  spiritual  leader  Leonard 
Crow  Dog,  killed  by  Goons  on  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 

7.30.1973  lulius  Bad  Heart  Bull  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

7.31.1976  Sandra  Wounded  Foot  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Sharp's 
Corners  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

8.25.1975  Randy  Hunter  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown". 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.7.1974  Dennis  LeCompte  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

9.9.1975  Howard  Blue  Bird  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

9.10.1975  3im  Little  - AIM  stomped  to  death  by  Goons  in  Oglala. 

No  investigation. 

9.11.1974  Jackson  Washington  Cutt  - AIM  member  killed  at  Parmalee  by 
"unknown  individuals." 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.16.1974  Robert  Reddy  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  gunshot. 

No  investigation. 

9.22.1973  Melvin  Spider  - AIM  member  killed  Porcupine,  South  Dakota. 


No  investigation. 


9.23.1973 


10.5.1973 


10.10.1973 


10.17.1973 


10.26.1975 


10.26.1975 


10.27.1975 


11.16.1974 


11.20.1974 


11.20.1973 


12.6.1975 


12.6.1975 


12.25.1975 


12.28.1974 


Philip  Black  Elk  - AIM  supporter  killed  when  his  house 
exploded . 

No  investigation. 

Aloysius  Long  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle,  S.D.  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

Phillip  Little  Crow  - AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  by 
Goons  at  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 

Pedro  Bissonette  - Oglala  Sioux  Civil  Rights  Organization 
(OSCRO)  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated  by  BIA 
Police/Goons.  Body  removed  from  Pine  Ridge  jurisdiction 
prior  to  autopsy  by  government  contract  coroner. 

No  investigation. 

Olivia  Binais  - AIM  supporter  killed  in  Porcupine  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

Investigation  still  "open." 

Janice  Black  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Michelle  Tobacco  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

Delphine  Crow  Dog  - sister  of  AIM  spiritual  leader 
Leonard  Crow  Dog.  Beaten  by  BIA  police  and  left  lying 
in  a field.  Died  from  "exposure." 

No  investigation. 

Elaine  Wagner  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

Allison  Fast  Horse  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  near 
Pine  Ridge  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

Carl  Plenty  Arrows, Sr.  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine 
Ridge  by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

Frank  LaPointe  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

Floyd  S.  Binais  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Yvette  Loraine  Lone  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle 
by  "unknown  party  or  parties." 

No  investigation. 


It  should  be  noted  that,  using  the  preliminary  figure  of  only  61 
homicides  of  AIM  members  and  supporters  during  the  same  period, 
researchers  Bruce  Johansen  and  Roberto  Maestas,  in  their  book 
"Wasichu:  The  Continuing  Indian  Wars  (New  York:Monthly  Review 


Press,  1979,  pp.  83-4),  arrived  at  the  following  analysis  of  its 
implications:  Using  only  documented  political  deaths,  the  yearly 
murder  rate  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  between  Danuary  1,  1973  and 
March  1,  1976,  was  170  per  100,000.  By  comparison,  Detroit,  the 
reputed  murder  capital  of  the  United  States,  had  a rate  of  20.2  per 
100,000... An  estimated  20,000  persons  were  murdered  in  the  United 
States  during  1974.  In  a nation  of  200  million  persons,  a murder 
rate  comparable  with  that  of  Pine  Ridge  between  1973  and  1976 
would  have  left  340,000  persons  dead  for  political  reasons  alone 
in  one  year;  1.32  million  in  three. 

Mike 
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Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
Peace!  Night  Owl 


y y 


Gary  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom.com 


(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30417, 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  fea 

- SISIS  Shutting  Down 

- Developer  Rolling  up  on 
Prescott  Landmark 

- The  O' odham/BIA  scrap  of  40-41 

- Dump  Opponents  Charge 
State  Panel  Stacked 

- Red  River  Boundary 
Compact  Update 

- Arizona  Rules  Tribes 
Have  Extra  Water  Protection 

- Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Kidney  Campaign 

- Indian  Farmers 
Preparing  for  Lawsuit 

- Indians  Seek  Contempt  Ruling 
Against  Babbitt 

- Idaho-Tribal  Compact 
Off  on  Right  Foot 

"RE : SISIS  Shutting  Down 

Date:  Wed,  17  Nov  1999  18:33:00  -0500 

From:  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenoi 

Sub j : SISIS  shutting  down 


gars@nanews . org 
U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

gars@wolfstar.com 

in  this  issue 

- Ward  Valley  Action  Alert 

- Action  Alert  at 

Minnehaha  Spiritual  Encampment 

- Standing  Deer  is  Very  Sick 

- Eddie  Hatcher 

- Commentary: 

Russell  Means  Testimony 

- Statement  About  FBI  Involvements 

- Russell  Means  Grand  Dury  Update 

- Leonard  Peltier 
Freedom  Month  Campaign 

- Elders  for  Leonard  Peltier 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Navajo  PD  & Thanksgiving 

- Poem:  Atop  a Mountain 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


(EST) 

s Sovereignty  <sisis@envirolink.org> 


Mailing  List:  Sovernet-L  <sovernet-l@speakeasy .org> 

[Editorial  Comment:  Safe  Journey,  friends,  wherever  your  paths  lead  you. 
In  spite  of  your  statement  to  the  contrary,  you  will  be  missed.  ...gary] 


Dear  subscribers  and  list  members: 

We  at  S.I.S.I.S.  regret  to  announce  that  we  will  be  shutting  down  until 
further  notice.  We  have  been  non-operational  since  Duly,  due  to  changes 
among  our  core  group  following  a car  accident  and  other  unforeseeable 
circumstances . 

We  were  initially  hoping  that  the  shut  down  would  be  temporary.  After 
three  months,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  will  be  no  changes 
in  the  near  future  that  will  allow  us  to  return  to  being  able  to  answer 
correspondence  or  distribute  information. 

As  a result,  we  feel  we  must  shut  down  the  email  address  and  PO  Box  for 
now.  Mail  sent  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  or  our  PO  Box  will  NOT  be 
answered.  Our  website  archives  will  remain  accessible,  but  they  will  not 
be  updated. 

We  were  very  touched  by  the  many  people  who  sent  letters  offering  to  help 
take  S.I.S.I.S.  over  so  that  its  work  could  continue.  After  much 
discussion  about  how  best  to  hand  S.I.S.I.S.  over,  we  decided  that  it  is 
not  necessary  for  S.I.S.I.S.  to  exist,  as  an  organization,  in  order  for 
the  work  that  S.I.S.I.S.  did  to  be  accomplished.  Indeed,  we  have  noticed 
more  and  more  individuals  and  groups  taking  the  initiative  to  distribute 
news  of  indigenous  sovereigntist  struggles  in  the  last  few  years. 

We  are  hoping  to  be  able  to  restart  S.I.S.I.S.  at  some  point  in  the 
future.  We  all  remain  committed  to  supporting  indigenous  sovereignty  and 
will  continue  to  be  active  to  the  best  of  our  ability  as  individuals. 

We  would  like  to  thank  all  our  subscribers  for  your  interest  and 
participation.  We  remain  as  committed  as  ever  to  the  struggle,  and  hope  to 
be  with  you  again  before  too  long. 

In  solidarity, 

Joshua  Goldberg,  Rachel  Iwaasa,  and  John  Shafer 
for  S.I.S.I.S. 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@lists . speakeasy. org> 

"RE : Developer  Rolling  up  on  Prescott  Landmark"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Sep  1999  04:02:35  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Sub  j : Vanishing  Arizona:  The  San  Pedro  River:  Developer  rolling  up  on 

Prescott  landmark:  Activists  trying  to  save  upper  part  of  hill  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Aug.  31,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ specials/wilderness/thumbbutte . shtml 

Activists  trying  to  save  upper  part  of  hill 
By  Kathleen  Ingley 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Aug.  31,  1999 

PRESCOTT  --  Hawks  wheel  around  Thumb  Butte,  black  crescents  against  a 
rocky  knob  that's  visible  from  everywhere  in  town. 

Rising  from  heavily  wooded  slopes,  Prescott's  most  distinctive  natural 
landmark  has  an  air  of  eternal,  unchanging  solidity. 

Eternal  until  the  bulldozers  roll  up. 

Although  Thumb  Butte  itself  is  protected,  along  with  most  of  the  land  on 
its  flanks,  the  hill  alongside  is  private  land  and  zoned  for  houses. 

"This  subdivision  would  be  highly  visible,"  said  Eve  Gill,  who  lives 
near  the  project.  "It's  right  smack  next  to  Thumb  Butte.  The  road  cuts 
would  be  tremendous." 

The  drama  occurs  over  and  over  in  Arizona:  People  have  a favorite  view, 
an  unspoiled  patch  of  land  they  assume  will  last  forever.  But  the  spot  is 
privately  owned,  and  the  clock  is  quietly  ticking  until  it's  developed. 

Efforts  to  save  the  entire  hill  next  to  Thumb  Butte  fell  apart,  and  the 
lower  slopes  will  be  developed.  Now,  Gill  and  others  are  racing  to  raise 
money  to  keep  construction  off  the  rest  of  the  property  by  buying  it. 

"These  things  are  complicated  and  drawn  out,"  Gill  said.  "To  fight  them 
is  very  hard  work.  It's  very  frustrating." 

With  a January  deadline,  the  "Save  the  View"  campaign  is  just  a quarter 
of  the  way  to  its  goal  of  $286,000.  The  city  will  match  that  money  to  come 
up  with  the  full  purchase  price,  which  appraisals  put  at  $572,000. 

Developer  Mike  Newsome,  who  owns  the  property,  says  many  of  his  critics 
live  in  homes  nearby  that  are  at  least  as  far  up  the  hillsides  as  his 
project . 

"Five  or  10  years  ago,"  he  said,  "there  were  other  people  hollering 
about  the  land  they  bought." 

'We're  willing  to  talk' 

But  Newsome  adds  that  he  isn't  wedded  to  building  on  the  upper  hillside: 
"If  the  city  wants  to  buy  it,  great.  We're  willing  to  talk  to  them." 

John  Miller,  publicity  chairman  of  Save  the  View,  likes  to  drive  to  the 
center  of  Prescott  and  point  out  how  the  hill  and  Thumb  Butte  seem  to 
blend  together,  forming  one  long  vista  of  undulating  pine  lands  and  sharp 
cliffs . 

Besides  its  scenic  value,  the  spot  is  a home  to  wildlife,  including  more 
than  50  types  of  butterflies,  by  one  count. 

The  hill  in  question  is  nameless  so  far.  Giving  it  a name  is  one  of  the 
fund-raising  gimmicks  that  Miller  is  weighing. 

He  talks  with  determined  optimism  about  somehow  coming  up  with  the 
money:  "I'm  selling  Thumb  Butte  to  Prescott.  That  is  a no-brainer." 

And  he  has  a warning  of  what  can  happen:  "the  Scar."  It's  a jagged 
horizontal  slash  across  the  lower  flank  of  Thumb  Butte,  obvious  from  miles 
away. 

The  spot  was  gouged  out  in  the  early  1980s,  when  a property  owner  began 
digging  the  foundation  for  a home. 

That's  when  many  Prescott  residents  learned  that  the  top  of  the  butte 


lies  within  the  Prescott  National  Forest,  but  some  of  the  lower  parts  are 
private  property. 

The  Central  Arizona  Land  Trust  was  founded  to  buy  the  scar  lot  and 
others  nearby.  The  10  most  visible  properties  were  chosen  for  acquisition, 
and  with  matching  funds  from  the  city,  five  have  been  bought  so  far. 

Mistake  by  city  staff 

No  one  worried  much  about  development  on  the  adjoining  hill,  however, 
because  people  thought  only  a few  homes  could  be  built  there.  As  part  of 
the  settlement  of  problems  over  the  location  of  a municipal  water  tank, 
the  city  allowed  the  land  at  the  top  of  the  hill  to  be  divided  into  three 
pieces,  but  no  more. 

City  staff  mistakenly  thought  that  the  24  acres  on  the  lower  parts  of 
the  hill  were  part  of  the  deal.  And  neighbors  were  told  that  only  one 
house  would  be  built  on  that  entire  piece.  Then  a developer  bought  the  24 
acres  and  last  year  applied  to  build  three  dozen  homes. 

Marian  Hester  was  one  of  the  neighbors  who  swung  into  gear  to  protest 
the  project. 

"It's  too  steep,  too  much  danger  of  rolling  rocks.  It'll  scar  up  the 
hillside  very  bad,  which  can  be  seen  from  all  over  town,"  said  Hester,  who 
made  an  unsuccessful  run  for  mayor  in  the  early  1990s. 

The  planning  and  zoning  commission  agreed  in  Dune  1998,  voting  against 
the  subdivision.  But  the  next  month,  the  City  Council  approved  building  25 
homes  on  the  lower  15  acres,  less  visible  from  a distance. 

The  council  decided  that  the  9 acres  on  the  upper  slopes  should  be 
preserved,  with  half  the  money  coming  from  the  city. 

Hester  and  others  lobbied  unsuccessfully  for  the  city  to  go  after  the 
whole  property.  The  final  vote  left  the  neighborhood  group  so  disgusted 
that  it  disbanded. 

"They  used  the  word  "property  rights'  as  their  excuse  to  overrule  the 
planning  and  zoning,"  Hester  said. 

Developer  Newsome  said  some  of  the  neighbors  came  across  as  selfish, 

"and  most  people's  take  was  they  just  wanted  a big  back  yard  for  free." 

Newsome,  whose  firm  is  based  in  Phoenix,  said  city  zoning  would  have 
allowed  him  to  build  far  more  homes  in  a far  more  conspicuous  project.  He 
pledges  that  the  houses  will  be  built  to  blend  in  with  the  surrounding 
landscape. 

And  he's  willing  to  sell  the  higher-elevation  lots. 

"We've  got  a conscience,"  he  said.  "It's  one  of  the  last  hills  there 
that's  viewable  from  downtown,  and  it's  nice  to  see  green  trees  on  it." 

But  fund-raising  to  buy  the  property  has  been  as  slow  and  tough  as 
climbing  the  sheer  walls  of  Thumb  Butte. 

Used  to  seeing  development 

One  reason  may  be  that  Prescott  residents  are  used  to  seeing  development 
on  other  hills  around  town.  In  this  case,  until  the  earth-moving  starts, 

"I  don't  know  that  it's  well  understood  how  it  will  affect  the  view-shed," 
said  Ramona  Mattix,  head  of  planning  for  Prescott. 

Nor  is  the  problem  obvious. 

"This  hill  sort  of  blends  into  Thumb  Butte,"  she  said.  "Unless  you  look 
real  close,  you  don't  see  it." 

Red  tape  has  tangled  up  some  of  the  efforts  of  Save  the  View. 

Hester  said  he  donated  a painting  of  a Navajo  woman  to  be  raffled  off. 
Then  he  found  himself  caught  up  in  complex  questions  about  the  value  of 
the  painting  and  what  would  happen  to  the  raffle  money  if  Save  the  View 
couldn't  raise  enough  to  buy  the  hillside. 

The  city  required  him  to  draft  a five-page  legal  document  to  cover  all 
the  possibilities. 

Was  the  painting  ever  raffled  off? 

"My  taste  in  my  mouth  is  so  bad,  I haven't  even  asked,"  Hester  said. 

A yard  sale  raised  $1,500.  Selling  T-shirts  brought  in  $900.  Save  the 
View  has  a list  of  other  ideas.  Miller,  the  publicity  chairman,  is 
pondering  a final  publicity  stunt  if  necessary. 

Developer  Newsome  isn't  holding  a stopwatch. 

"It's  more  of  a gentlemen's  agreement,"  he  said. 


He  planned  to  develop  the  lower  slopes  first,  anyway. 

But  if  there  isn't  money  to  buy  the  upper  hillside,  he  said,  "we'll  have 
to  consider  our  plans  to  develop  that  second  phase." 

Save  the  View  supporters  say  what  they  really  need  are  angels:  A few 
well-heeled  folks  who  will  come  up  with  the  bulk  of  the  money. 

Kathleen  Ingley  can  be  reached  at  kathleen.ingley@pni.com  via  e-mail 
or  at  1-602-444-8171. 
c.  Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 
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The  O'odham-BIA  scrap  of  '40-41 
'The  lawmen  came  at  night'  for  medicine  man  Pi  Maccuddam 
By  Enric  Volante 
The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

The  gray-haired  medicine  man  stood  in  a field  of  crops  and  looked  up  at 
the  small  airplane  that  circled  above  his  remote  village  shortly  after 
dawn . 

Before  the  morning  was  over,  heavily  armed  federal  lawmen  would  lock 
handcuffs  on  him  and  10  other  men,  spelling  the  beginning  of  the  end  of 
the  small  village  of  Stoa  Pitk. 

The  U.S.  marshal  and  deputies  who  made  airplane-guided  arrests  across 
the  west  side  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Indian  Reservation  that  day  in  1941 
knew  the  old  man  as  Pia  Machita. 

But  that  name  - like  other  misunderstandings  between  the  medicine  man 
and  outsiders  - was  a distortion.  His  own  people  called  him  Pi  Maccuddam. 

It  meant  "One  without  a grindstone." 

Pi  Maccuddam,  a courtly,  charismatic  healer,  made  headlines  as  far  as 
New  York  City  when  the  government  put  him  in  prison  for  failing  to  follow 
the  white  man's  law  and  counseling  men  not  to  register  for  the  draft  on 
the  eve  of  World  War  II. 

Some  O'odham  saw  him  as  a troublemaker  and  obstacle  to  progress,  but  in 
O'odham  country  today  he's  widely  respected  as  someone  who  stood  up  for 
what  he  believed. 

"He  was  very  handsome,"  said  Susan  Sam,  a tribe  member  who  grew  up 
hearing  stories  about  Pi  Maccuddam.  "He  had  very  strict  rules  of  the  boys 
who  were  under  him.  More  or  less  everybody  obeyed  his  commands." 

Pi  Maccuddam  had  resisted  white  ways  for  years.  He  opposed  government 
programs  to  inoculate  cattle,  temporarily  blocked  construction  of  an  El 
Paso  natural  gas  pipeline  and  told  O'odham  parents  not  to  cooperate  with 
census  takers  or  send  children  to  government  school. 

He  flew  the  Mexican  flag  and  told  a local  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
superintendent  in  1934  that  he  did  not  recognize  the  Gadsden  Purchase  that 
made  O'odham  lands  part  of  the  United  States. 

But  he  didn't  bring  down  the  fist  of  the  federal  government  until  1940, 
when  he  told  men  in  his  village  not  to  register  for  the  military  draft. 

Chief  deputy  Marshal  Henry  W.  Smith  and  a few  other  men  slipped  into 
Stoa  Pitk  with  a warrant  for  Pi  Maccuddam 's  arrest  on  Oct.  16,  1940. 

Federal  officials  thought  to  silence  the  charismatic  medicine  man  who 
was  counseling  Tohono  O'odham  men  to  not  sign  up  for  the  draft. 

Carlos  Manuel  was  7 years  old  but  remembers  what  happened  when  the 
lawmen  came  for  his  grandfather. 

"They  came  late  at  night,"  Manuel  said  recently. 

"He  was  asleep  (in  his  bed)  and  they  pulled  him  out  of  there." 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  chief  of  police,  Roswell  Manuel,  and 
another  man  each  took  Pi  Maccuddam  by  an  arm  and  tried  to  put  him  in  a car. 
The  old  man  resisted.  Smith  managed  to  get  a handcuff  on  the  medicine 


man's  left  wrist.  By  then,  someone  had  yelled  for  help  and  the  village 
came  alive. 

A couple  of  dozen  O'odham  surrounded  the  lawmen.  Men  threw  the  police 
chief  and  the  other  BIA  man  to  the  ground  and  kicked  and  bruised  the 
deputy  - until  he  fired  a tear-gas  gun  at  Pi  Maccuddam's  feet. 

"That's  when  everybody  stopped  fighting,"  said  his  grandson. 

The  people  of  Stoa  Pitk,  a remote  village  about  100  miles  west  of  Tucson, 
saw  the  incident  as  the  rescue  of  their  leader. 

Deputy  Marshal  Smith  saw  it  as  assaulting  an  officer  and  resisting 
arrest . 

He  retreated  to  Tucson  and  swore  out  a complaint,  but  each  time  deputies 
approached  the  villages  to  serve  arrest  warrants,  men  hid  in  the  hills. 

The  warrants  widened  a rift  not  only  between  Indians  and  the  feds,  but 
among  Indians  themselves  over  cooperation  with  non-Indians. 

Two  weeks  later,  the  BIA  called  in  armed  deputies  to  protect  22  men, 
women  and  children  who  took  shelter  at  the  Hickiwan  Day  School. 

"This  group  had  come  in  from  (the  neighboring  village  of)  Emika  because 
they  had  been  threatened  by  Pia  Machita  (Pi  Maccuddam)  and  his  group,  and 
it  appeared  almost  certain  that  a fight  would  have  ensued,"  reported 
deputy  Marshal  Richard  S.  Griffith. 

Griffith  and  another  deputy  who  stood  watch  outside  the  school  all  night 
were  ready  for  trouble.  Between  them  they  had  two  high-caliber  rifles,  one 
semiautomatic  rifle,  four  .38-caliber  pistols,  nearly  300  rounds  of  ammo, 
four  tear-gas  grenades,  two  blackjacks,  five  sets  of  handcuffs  and  two 
pairs  of  leg  irons. 

In  Tucson  that  day.  Marshal  Ben  3.  McKinney  urged  the  attorney  general 
in  Washington  to  authorize  a plane,  posse  and  more  weapons  to  bring  in  the 
Stoa  Pitk  men. 

"We  should  have  some  hand  grenades  and  a machine  gun,"  he  wrote,  "for  if 
these  Indians  are  allowed  to  get  off  with  this,  they  will  be  hard  to  deal 
with . " 

Henry  Ramon,  who  today  is  vice  chairman  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation, 
was  6 years  old  when  he  slept  in  the  day  school  that  night.  His  family  was 
the  only  one  in  the  area  that  sent  its  children  to  the  BIA  school.  The  BIA 
reported  that  his  uncle,  who  drove  the  school  bus,  was  one  of  three 
O'odham  marked  for  death  by  Pi  Maccuddam's  group. 

But  Ramon,  looking  back  nearly  60  years,  says  the  BIA  was  overreacting 
to  tension  among  the  O'odham  as  they  struggled  to  adapt  to  a changing 
world . 

No  O'odham  on  either  side  was  likely  to  kill  anyone  - much  less  attack 
the  school,  he  said.  That  night  passed  with  no  trouble. 

Deputy  Griffith  summed  up  the  situation  in  a report. 

"Several  of  the  Indians  told  us  that  Pia  Machita  is  a medicine  man  and 
his  people  believe  that  he  can  'make  magic'  stronger  than  any  modern 
invention  the  white  man  may  have,"  he  wrote. 

"However,  the  better-educated  Indians  laugh  at  this  idea,  but  they  do 
admit  that  so  long  as  the  (Stoa  Pitk)  people  believe  this  they  will  remain 
under  the  control  of  this  one  man,  and  no  outsider,  white  man  or  Indian, 
will  be  able  to  persuade  or  influence  the  group  to  do  anything  contrary  to 
Machita ' s wishes . " 

To  the  O'odham,  both  draft  registration  and  arrest  warrants  threatened 
to  thrust  young  men  into  a sharply  foreign  world  for  which  they  were  ill- 
-prepared . 

"They  were  just  afraid,"  recalled  Manuel  Garcia,  84,  in  an  interview 
this  year  at  his  Hickiwan  home. 

"They  didn't  know  enough  English  to  speak  for  themselves.  That  is  why 
they  were  hiding  and  running." 

The  running  ended  May  19,  1941  - seven  months  after  the  first  attempt  to 
arrest  Pi  Maccuddam. 

A posse  of  17  deputies  drove  up  the  single-lane  dirt  road  into  Stoa  Pitk 
shortly  after  dawn.  Marshal  McKinney  flew  overhead  in  a light  plane, 
watching  for  fleeing  villagers. 

Pi  Maccuddam  looked  up  from  his  field  that  morning  when  the  plane  came 
into  sight,  his  grandson  recalls. 

Then  he  returned  to  his  house  and  had  breakfast  while  deputies  waited 


outside  to  place  him  under  arrest. 

Nearby  in  Emika,  young  Henry  Ramon  was  up  early  to  help  milk  the  cows. 

He  saw  one  woman  in  tears  as  deputies  made  a sweep  of  the  villages  and 
rounded  up  11  men. 

Ramon  heard  one  of  the  older  handcuffed  men  call  out  as  deputies 
escorted  him  to  a car. 

"They're  going  to  kill  us.  They're  going  to  hang  us.  But  don't  give  up/' 
the  man  said. 

At  his  arraignment  the  next  day  in  Tucson,  Pi  Maccuddam  said  one  man 
sought  for  arrest  had  died  since  the  October  fight.  The  medicine  man 
blamed  his  death  on  the  tear-gas  explosion. 

In  the  end,  the  state  prosecuted  only  Pi  Maccuddam;  his  brother-in-law, 
Leandro  Ortega,  77;  and  lose  Lewis,  54,  on  charges  of  resisting  arrest. 

Despite  pleas  for  leniency  by  the  BIA  and  support  from  many  Tucsonans 
who  sympathized  with  Pi  Maccuddam,  including  McKinney,  the  judge  took  a 
dim  view  in  the  pre-war  atmosphere. 

"Denying  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  is  an  offense  far  too 
serious  in  these  times,"  ludge  A.M.  Sanes  explained. 

The  three  men  entered  guilty  pleas  through  an  attorney  and  showed  no 
emotion  as  a translator  told  them  their  sentences  - 18  months  in  prison 
for  Pi  Maccuddam,  16  months  for  the  others. 

It  was  a severe  blow  to  the  people  of  Stoa  Pitk  and  the  entire  Hickiwan 
district . 

Prison  ripped  Ortega,  for  instance,  away  from  a life  as  a respected 
medicine  man  who  knew  cures  for  many  illnesses.  He  also  administered  a 
potion  and  sang  over  young  women  in  puberty  ceremonies. 

"It  really  was  very  painful,"  recalled  Pi  Maccuddam' s grandson,  Manuel. 
"We  never  went  through  an  experience  like  this.  We  were  always  together. 
And  we  did  not  know  what's  going  to  happen  to  all  of  us." 

The  justice  system  made  a different  man  of  Pi  Maccuddam. 

Officials  took  him  out  of  the  Pima  County  Hail  long  enough  to  visit  the 
top  of  the  10-story  Consolidated  National  Bank,  now  Bank  One,  for  his 
first  glimpse  of  the  city  stretched  out  below.  Pi  Maccuddam' s reaction, 
according  to  his  grandson,  was  an  astonished  question:  "Where  did  all 
these  mimilga:n  (white  people)  come  from?" 

The  non-Indian  press  and  historians  wrote  that  he  was  enchanted  by  his 
first  look  at  the  off-reservation  world  of  electric  lights,  indoor 
plumbing  and  other  luxuries,  that  he  returned  from  California's  Terminal 
Island  prison  duded  up  in  a suit  and  pocket  watch,  and  that  he  endorsed 
sending  kids  to  school. 

But  in  the  Hickiwan  area,  tribal  people  say  Pi  Maccuddam  never  abandoned 
O'odham  values.  According  to  one  story  told  on  the  reservation.  Pi 
Maccuddam  stopped  at  a small  store  near  San  Simon  as  he  returned  from 
prison,  donned  the  customary  old  blue  jeans  and  shirt  of  an  O'odham  and 
threw  away  his  prison-issued  suit  before  re-entering  his  old  village. 

It  was  a smaller  place.  Fearing  more  raids,  most  Stoa  Pitk  families  had 
hitched  their  wagons  and  moved  south  to  villages  like  Gu  Vo,  said  Ramon. 

The  rest  stayed  for  years,  but  they  eventually  moved  out  due  to  arsenic 
in  the  water  and  growing  pressure  to  rear  children  closer  to  schools  and 
roads . 

Stoa  Pitk  was  a ghost  town  until  a few  years  ago.  Then  Pi  Maccuddam' s 
grandson,  Manuel,  and  limmy  Ortega,  another  elderly  man  who  is  a grandson 
of  Ortega,  moved  back.  In  an  adobe  house  bordered  by  a neatly  raked  yard 
and  a shrine  filled  with  images  of  Catholic  saints,  they  live  much  like 
their  grandfathers:  No  electricity,  no  running  water,  no  English. 

Despite  Pi  Maccuddam's  small,  isolated  rebellion,  many  O'odham 
registered  for  the  draft  and  served  with  distinction  in  World  War  II  and 
other  conflicts. 

Among  the  O'odham,  Pi  Maccuddam's  name  remains  synonymous  with  someone 
who  courageously  stands  up  for  what  he  believes. 

His  grandson  says  Pi  Maccuddam  lived  his  last  days  at  his  old  home  in 
Stoa  Pitk,  where  he  finally  took  to  his  bed  and  succumbed  to  old  age. 

Relatives  buried  him  in  Stoa  Pitk,  where  recently,  on  All  Soul's  Day,  a 
granddaughter  placed  flowers  at  the  grave. 
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Nuclear  waste  dump  opponents  charge  state  panel  stacked  with  pro-dump 
members 

By  MARTHA  BELLISLE 
Associated  Press  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  --  An  advisory  board  assigned  to  find  a home  for 
California's  low-level  nuclear  waste  began  its  first  meeting  amid  claims  the 
panel  is  filled  with  members  intent  on  resurrecting  plans  to  dump  the 
pollutant  in  the  Mojave  Desert. 

Gov.  Gray  Davis  created  the  panel  to  look  for  alternatives  to  the  proposed 
dump  site  near  the  Arizona-California  border  known  as  Ward  Valley  that  has 
been  hotly  debated  for  more  than  16  years.  Opponents,  including  local 
governments,  environmental  groups  and  Indian  tribes,  fear  the  nearby 
Colorado  River  would  become  contaminated,  while  supporters  say  the  state 
has  a responsibility  to  deal  with  its  nuclear  waste. 

At  the  heart  of  the  controversy  was  the  panel's  chair,  who  critics  learned 
for  the  first  time  Wednesday  served  on  the  board  of  the  San  Diego  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  a partial  owner  of  San  Onofre  Nuclear  Generating  Station. 

Detractors  contend  Richard  Atkinson's  ability  to  sit  on  the  panel  is 
compromised  by  his  seven  years  on  that  company's  board  and  called  on  him  to 
resign.  Atkinson  was  involved  in  selecting  his  fellow  panel  members. 

Richard  Atkinson,  who  also  is  president  of  the  University  of  California, 
hinted  after  the  volatile,  three-hour  meeting  that  he  might  not  remain  on 
the  panel.  Atkinson  said  he  would  contact  the  governor  to  see  if  he  should 
vacate  the  post. 

"I  never  saw  it  as  a conflict  of  interest,"  Richard  Atkinson  said  when 
asked  why  he  didn't  mention  the  position  until  asked  by  The  Associated 
Press  on  Tuesday  night. 

Atkinson  had  his  compensation  from  that  job  deferred,  he  said,  while  he 
served  from  April  1992  until  Duly  1998.  He'll  be  collecting  checks  until 
2004,  but  declined  to  reveal  the  amount  of  payments. 

Public  records  show  that  board  members  received  $150,000  annually  between 
1992-1997  and  $180,000  during  1997  to  1998. 

The  university  president  also  said  he  signed  a May  1996  letter  to  U.S. 

Rep.  Bill  Baker,  R-La.,  lobbying  for  the  land  transfer  from  the  federal 
government  to  the  state  so  that  the  Ward  Valley  nuclear  waste  dump  could  be 
built . 

University  of  California  manages  three  national  nuclear  laboratories  and 
produces  waste. 

Davis  created  the  advisory  group  in  Dune,  after  announcing  that  he  would 
not  pursue  a legal  battle  started  after  the  Bush  administration  in  1993 
ordered  the  sale  of  the  federal  land  in  Ward  Valley  to  California.  The 
Interior  Department  under  President  Clinton  rescinded  that  order,  and  a 
judge  in  April  ruled  the  department  acted  properly. 

BLM  Deputy  Director  Tom  Fry  said  "this  chapter  of  the  Ward  Valley  story  is 
over,"  unless  California  returns  with  a new  request  to  buy  the  land  for  the 
site. 

The  state  has  to  buy  the  land  from  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  if  it 
wants  to  build  a nuclear  site  there. 

The  governor's  office  reiterated  in  a telephone  call  after  the  meeting 
that  Davis  is  a long-standing  opponent  to  Ward  Valley. 

"The  governor  asked  the  commission  to  look  for  alternatives  to  Ward  Valley 
that  make  good  science,  environmental  and  business  sense,"  said  Michael 
Bustamante,  Davis'  press  secretary. 

"The  governor  has  every  confidence  that  the  panel  will  give  an  earnest, 
honest  and  fair  recommendation,  then  he  will  decide  what  is  best." 

About  100  opponents  to  Ward  Valley  who  packed  the  auditorium  Wednesday 
insisted  Davis  mandated  the  panel  find  a new  site  and  said  the  advisory 
group  should  take  Ward  Valley  off  the  table. 

But  Chuck  McFadden,  the  panel's  spokesman,  said  they  didn't  read  it  that 


way. 

"The  group  is  not  ruling  anything  in  and  not  ruling  anything  out/' 

McFadden  said  before  the  meeting.  "Ward  Valley  is  one  of  a series  of 
options . " 

Several  of  the  panel  members,  however,  said  the  panel  was  stacked  with 
pro-Ward  Valley  people,  some  of  whom  had  a financial  interest  in  the  outcome 
of  the  study. 

"I've  been  asked  to  serve  on  a board  where  I'll  basically  be  decoration," 
said  Jonathan  Parfrey,  executive  director  of  Physicians  for  Social 
Responsibility,  Los  Angeles. 


Dump-site  foes  flock  to  hearing 

Desert  dwellers  air  their  concerns  to  the  governor's  panel 
charged  with  finding  storage  space  for  nuclear  waste. 

By  Jennifer  Bowles 
The  Press-Enterprise 

WESTWOOD  Ward  Valley,  or  more  specifically  a 1, 000-acre 
patch  of  the  Mojave  Desert,  has  long  been  the  subject  of  heated 
protests  and  warnings  that  putting  a low-level  nuclear  waste 
dump  there  could  harm  wildlife  and  pollute  Colorado  River  water. 

A meeting  Tuesday,  at  which  a panel  Gov.  Davis  appointed  to 
find  a place  for  California's  waste,  was  no  different. 

Desert  residents  had  traveled  more  than  four  hours  to  make  their 
concerns  heard  at  the  Advisory  Group  on  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste 
Disposal's  first  meeting,  held  at  UCLA. 

"There  will  be  no  dump  at  Ward  Valley,  and  that's  final,"  Steve  Lopez  of 
the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  in  Needles  shouted  into  the  microphone 
from  his  wheelchair.  He,  like  other  American  Indians,  sees  the  land  as 
sacred . 

It  appeared  unclear  during  the  three-hour  meeting  whether  the  land  22 
miles  west  of  Needles  in  San  Bernardino  County  would  remain  an  option 
because  the  federal  government,  while  denying  the  sale,  had  said  the 
state  could  resubmit  its  bid  for  the  land. 

Even  the  head  of  the  panel.  University  of  California  President  Richard 
Atkinson,  said  he  would  seek  clarification  from  Davis  on  that  subject. 

But  Michael  Bustamante,  a Davis  spokesman,  said  in  a telephone 
interview  that  it  is  no  longer  an  option. 

"Atkinson's  committee  was  set  up  to  look  at  alternatives,"  he  stressed. 

Davis  appointed  the  panel  during  the  summer  to  find  a solution  to  the 
state's  problem  in  dealing  with  low-level  nuclear  waste.  In  a deal  with 
Arizona  and  North  and  South  Dakota,  California  is  obligated  to  build  the 
first  facility  to  treat  such  waste  from  all  four  states. 

The  committee  recommendations  for  a dump  site  are  due  to  the  governor 
by  the  end  of  March.  Before  then,  four  more  public  meetings  will  be  held 
at  UCLA  and  UC  San  Francisco. 

"Our  task  is  to  recommend  workable  options  and  to  lay  out  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each  approach,"  Atkinson  said. 

During  the  three-hour  hearing,  punctuated  by  emotional  outbursts  by 
audience  members,  Atkinson  was  attacked  for  alleged  bias  because  of 
his  former  ties  to  a company  that  has  a stake  in  a nuclear  power  plant. 

Many  also  complained  that  the  makeup  of  Atkinson's  17-member 
advisory  panel  leans  too  heavily  toward  representatives  of  utility  and 
pharmaceutical  companies,  which  dispose  of  low-level  nuclear  waste 
and  are  supportive  of  Ward  Valley. 

"The  outcome  is  inevitable  of  your  task  force,"  said  Daniel  Hirsch, 
president  of  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap. 

Atkinson,  a former  chancellor  of  UC  San  Diego,  served  on  San  Diego 
Ga  Electric's  board  of  directors  from  April  1992  to  July  1998.  The  utility 
has  a 20  percent  stake  in  the  San  Onofre  nuclear  power  plant,  which 
disposes  of  low-level  nuclear  waste. 

"I  never  saw  it  as  a conflict  of  interest,"  Atkinson  told  reporters 
after  the  meeting.  "If  (Davis)  judges  it  as  one.  I'll  be  more  than  happy 
to  step  down." 

However,  "(Davis)  has  absolutely  no  reservations  about  him  being  able  to 


do  the  job  that  he  was  intended  to  do/'  Bustamante  said. 

After  the  raucous  meeting,  during  which  many  members  of  the  public 
suggested  that  he  step  down,  Atkinson  admitted:  "I'm  not  wild  about 
taking  this  task  on." 

The  advisory  panel's  Web  site  is  at  www.llrw.org. 

Jennifer  Bowles  can  be  reached  by  e-mail  at  jbowles@pe.com  or  by 
phone  at  782-7720. 
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Mailing  List:  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Collegiate--Online 

<INDIANS_ONLINE- L@LISTSERV. ARIZONA. EDU> 

KCA  OPPOSITION  TO  RED  RIVER  BOUNDARY  COMPACT 
DRAWS  SUPPORT  FROM  MANY  IMPORTANT  SOURCES 

ANADARKO,  OK,  November  20,  1999.  --  The  Red  River  Boundary  Compact  ( H . □ . 
Res.  72),  introduced  to  Congress  on  October  19,  is  under  heavy  fire  from 
the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  Tribes  of  Oklahoma,  backed  by  some 
influential  supporters. 

The  Compact,  devised  by  the  Boundary  Commissions  of  the  states  of  Texas 
and  Oklahoma,  would  change  the  boundary  between  the  two  states. 
Historically,  that  boundary  is  specified  by  a Supreme  Court  decision  of 
1925  as  the  south  bank  of  the  Red  River.  The  Compact  proposes  to  change 
that  border  to  the  vegetation  line  on  the  south  bank. 

The  controversy  results  from  the  fact  that  the  Boundary  Commission 
contained  only  one  Indian  in  its  membership,  while  several  sovereign 
Indian  nations  hold  property  on  that  existing  border.  A considerable 
proportion  is  public  land,  derived  from  the  tribes'  former  reservations, 
held  in  trust  for  the  tribes,  including  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  (KCA), 
but  it  is  known  that  Texas  does  not  recognize  public  land. 

The  KCA  Intertribal  Land  Use  Committee  registered  its  opposition  to  H.D. 
Res.  72  shortly  after  its  introduction  in  Congress.  It  also  asked  for  help 
from  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  The  latter  granted  its 
support  and  wrote  to  influential  members  of  Congress,  as  well  as  to 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  on  their  behalf. 

Babbitt  suggested  a strongly  worded  amendment  to  the  Compact,  which  was 
subsequently  supported  by  KCA,  by  the  Oklahoma  Boundary  Commission,  and  by 
the  Chickasaw  Nation,  which  also  holds  property  along  the  Red  River.  While 
no  official  word  has  come  from  the  Choctaw  Nation,  it  also  holds  land  in 
the  area,  and  it  is  believed  they  will  support  this  position,  according  to 
Mary  Pewo,  KCA  staff  member. 

The  amendment  requested  by  Babbitt  reads: 

"The  compact  shall  not  affect  or  diminish  any  present  or  future  rights 
and  interest  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes,  the  Chickasaw 
Nation  and  the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  and  their  members  or  successors 
in  interests,  nor  any  boundaries  that  are  now,  or  may  be  established, 
under  federal  law,  nor  shall  this  Compact  affect  or  abate  the  sovereign 
rights,  jurisdiction,  or  other  governmental  interests,  of  the  Kiowa, 
Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes,  the  Chickasaw  Nation  and  the  Choctaw  Nation  of 
Oklahoma,  presently  existing,  or  which  may  be  acknowledged,  by  federal  and 
tribal  law." 

Currently,  H.D.Res.  72  awaits  further  deliberation  on  the  floor  of 
Congress,  which  may  not  come  until  the  next  session  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 
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Arizona  Supreme  Court  rules  tribes  have  extra  water  protection 
By  Paul  Davenport 
Associated  Press 
Nov.  21,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/news/ 1121wate r r ig. sht ml 

The  Arizona  Supreme  Court  on  Friday  handed  Indian  tribes  and  the  federal 
government  a major  but  partial  victory  in  water-rights  law. 

The  high  court  ruled  that  tribal  lands  are  entitled  in  some  cases  to 
extra  protection  from  aquifer-depleting  pumping  on  adjacent  property. 

The  right  to  have  pumping  stopped  or  reduced  is  conditioned  on  several 
factors,  and  case-by-case  decisions  still  must  be  made  on  for  individual 
reservations  and  some  types  of  federal  property,  the  court  said  in  an 
unanimous  opinion. 

For  that  reason,  the  court  rejected  a request  by  tribes  that  it  prohibit 
pumping  that  is  depleting  water  beneath  reservations. 

The  extra  protection  for  so-called  federal  reserved  water  rights  breaks 
new  ground  and  may  disrupt  long-held  assumptions  that  have  influenced 
the  development  of  the  state  and  its  water  management,  the  ruling  said. 

However,  a comprehensive  settlement  of  water-right  disputes  must  take 
into  account  the  rights  of  reservations  and  other  federal  lands  to  the 
water  they  need  for  their  purposes,  the  court  said. 

The  ruling  is  important  both  for  Indian  tribes  and  the  federal 
government  as  well  as  farmers,  mines,  cities  and  others  who  pump 
groundwater  from  land  adjacent  to  the  reservations  and  certain  federal 
property  such  as  parks,  monuments,  military  bases,  national  forests  and 
wildlife  preserves. 

As  a practical  matter,  mining  industry  attorney  Lauren  D.  Caster  said, 
"We  don't  really  know  how  important  this  decision  is  until  we  find  out 
in  fact  whether  a specific  reservation  has  a reserve  right  to 
groundwater  and,  if  it  does,  what  protection  is  warranted  under  those 
circumstances . 

"Then  you  have  to  assess  the  impact  on  neighboring  landowners." 

Friday's  ruling  came  in  a complex  series  of  lawsuits  over  water  rights 
to  the  Gila  and  Little  Colorado  river  systems,  which  include  a large 
part  of  the  surface  waters  of  Arizona. 

The  specific  issues  decided  by  the  case  were  whether  water  rights  for 
reservations  and  other  federal  lands  extend  to  groundwater,  not  just 
rivers  or  other  surface  water,  and  whether  they  are  entitled  to  greater 
protection  from  groundwater  pumping  under  adjacent  land  than  other 
property  owners. 

Federal  law  and  court  rulings  have  not  explicitly  answered  those 
questions,  but  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions  "provide  guideposts  toward 


our  holding  that  such  a right  exists/'  Court  of  Appeals  Dudge  Noel  Fidel 
wrote  in  the  opinion. 

Those  rulings  indicate  that  if  the  federal  government  decided  to  create 
the  reservations  and  federal  areas  and  to  reserve  water  for  them,  "it 
must  have  intended  that  reservation  of  water  to  come  from  whatever 
particular  sources  each  reservation  has  at  hand/'  Fidel  wrote.  "The 
significant  question  ...  is  not  whether  the  water  runs  above  or  below 
the  ground  but  whether  it  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the 
reservation . " 

Attorneys  for  several  tribes  in  the  litigation  could  not  be  reached 
immediately,  but  an  attorney  for  Phoenix  said  the  ruling  would  have 
"great  impact"  on  settlement  negotiations. 

The  ruling  generally  strengthens  tribes'  negotiating  positions,  but 
cities,  mines  and  others  on  the  other  side  may  became  intransigent  to 
see  how  they  fare  in  the  case-by-case  litigation  over  a particular 
area's  rights,  M.  lames  Callahan  said. 

"It's  a big  step.  Whether  or  not  it  will  lead  to  resolution  remains  to 
be  seen,"  he  said. 

Fidel  and  two  other  Court  of  Appeals  judges  decided  the  case  with  two 
Supreme  Court  justices  because  three  Supreme  Court  justices  excused 
themselves  from  the  case.  The  excused  justices  or  their  previous  law 
firms  were  involved  in  the  water-rights  cases. 

Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use 

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html  doctrine  of  international 
copyright  law. 
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Sub j : Bonnie  Whitesinger  Campaign  please  post 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Fley  all 

Bonnie  Whitesinger  needs  a kidney  or  she  may  die.  Most  people  who  know 
anything  about  Dialysis  and  non-functioning  kidneys  would  say 
"she  will  die".  But  that  would  happen  only  if  all  of  us  on  the  Big 
Mountain  list  just  didn't  care  because  this  situation  is  solvable. 

First  off,  she  is  not  even  on  the  list  for  a kidney.  BECAUSE: 
you  must  have  running  water  at  your  home 
you  must  have  electricity 
you  must  have  a phone. 

Well  there  is  electricity  that  runs  right  up  to  her  house  but  the  line  is 
cut.  Then  there  is  a water  line,  put  in  last  year,  but  they  didn't  turn  it 
on.  None  of  the  social  services  of  the  Navajo  nation  have  given  her  a cell 
phone  as  an  emergency  phone. 

In  other  words,  Bonnie  is  a target  because  of  her  activism  and  the  Navajo 
nation  has  targeted  her  to  suffer  and  maybe  die.  You  see  she  lives  on 
NAVA30  land,  not  Flopi,  so  she  is  entitled  to  help  from  that  governing  body. 

Bonnie  has  5 children  and  goes  to  dialysis  3 times  a week,  about  200  miles 
round  trip.  Thats  600  miles  a week  with  no  hope  of  getting  a kidney  because 
the  last  two  feet  of  electrical  wire  isn't  attached  to  her  house  and  the 
water  valve  isn't  turned  on  at  the  road. 

No  doubt  the  Navajo  nation  is  criminally  negligent  and  could  be  sued  for 
millions  if  Bonnie  dies  because  of  their  intended  neglect.  But  I'd  rather 
see  this  come  to  a happy  conclusion  for  Bonnie  so  we  must  all  help. 


Marsha  is  going  to  get  us  the  numbers  of  the  people  in  the  Navajo  nation 
that  are  directly  responsible  for  this  neglect  and  we  must  pressure  them. 

We  should  have  this  information  sometime  next  week  at  the  latest.  In  the 
meantime : 

Let  Bonnie  know  that  you  care.  When  I see  her  I just  want  to  make  her 
smile... her  life  is  so  hard,  beyond  what  anyone  should  endure.  She  has  been 
a mouthpiece  for  her  Elders  (Pauline  is  her  mother)  for  years  and  has 
traveled  extensively  and  translated  hours  on  end.  She  needs  our  focus  in  a 
relatively  simple  matter.  This  isn't  a relocation  we  are  talking  about,  it 
is  a criminal,  negligent  circumstance  that  can  be  rectified.  If  any  of  you 
have  close  attorney  friends  perhaps  they  could  be  of  assistance  in  letter 
writing  as  well. 

For  now  send  your  letters  and  donations  to  her.  Next  week  we  will  post 
the  target  recipients  of  this  campaign. 

Also,  as  I stated  earlier,  95%  of  all  Vanishing  Prayers  were  made  and 
mailed  at  SOL  expense.  Now  I am  asking  everyone  who  got  one  for  free  to 
mail  five  or  ten  dollars  to  Bonnie  for  the  video.  She  is  in  it  by  the  way, 
near  the  end,  asking  for  your  help  for  her  people.  Lets  help  her.  She  needs 
funds  just  to  feed  her  family  right  now.  The  situation  is  desperate. 

I told  her  I was  going  to  do  this  so  I have  permission  to  speak  about  her 
in  this  way. 

Thank  you  all,  her  address  is 
Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla  AZ  86030 

There  is  a Bonnie  Whitesinger  page  now  on  Solsite,  under  new  additions. 
Suzanne  Marcus  Fletcher,  a well  known  screen  writer  and  author  has  donated 
her  kind  words  and  an  infamous  photograph  of  Bonnie,  now  on  the  page. Next 
week  the  campaign  targets  will  be  there  as  well  as  posted  here. 

God  Bless 

Mauro 

SOL 

To:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Date:  Sat,  13  Nov  1999  13:53:54  -0800 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

Bob, 

Bonnie  called  me  not  five  minutes  after  I posted  to  you.  Flere  are  the 
additions : 
for  my  email: 

Percy  Deal  at  the  Flard  Rock  Chapter  House  is  the  man  to  call  and  write  to 
for  Bonnie's  Electric  and  water  problems.  Tell  him  her  life  depends  on  it 
and  that  everything  must  be  done  immediately  to  relieve  her  suffering. 

Percy  Deals  number  at  Hardrock  Chapter  is  520  725  3528.  I couldn't  get  an 
address  cause  no  one  answered  but  I'm  on  it. 

Bonnie  also  says  that  their  truck  is  ruined  and  winter  is  coming.  If 
anyone  has  a truck  they  really  can't  maintain  even  the  basic  without  one. 
She  also  mentioned  a trailer  would  help  them  immensely. 

She  reminded  me  that  the  Grandmothers  have  been  asking  for  people  to 
donate  to  the  ceremony  fund  and  with  the  deadline  coming  they  are  really 
focused  on  ceremony.  You  can  send  her  the  money  earmarked  ceremony,  she 
will  take  care  of  it. 

Bonnie  is  concerned  about  federal  marshalls,  which  she  say  will  show  up 
around  the  deadline.  Their  presence  endangers  their  families .. .the  children 
and  the  elders.  She  asks  that  people  continue  to  pressure  the  department  of 
justice. 

(information  numbers  on  the  Navajo  nation  are  in  the  520  area  code.) 

- — Forwarded  Message  

DATE:  Sat,  13  Nov  1999  20:01:04 
From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
To:  meyesol@eudoramail.com 


Dear  Mauro, 


Today  we  had  a lot  of  traffic  here,  Rena  Babbitt  and  John  Lane,  Mae 
Washington,  Paul  Clark,  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  Bob  Chaat  and  their  kids  came 
by.  There  is  so  much  need  for  us  to  be  able  to  function  and  produce. 

There  is  so  much  suffering. 

Please  let  me  know  what  you  think  of  Bonnie's  statement. 

Later  this  evening  I will  e-mail  you  the  obituary  for  Denny  Manybeads  and 
Emmet  Tso. 

The  letter  from  Rena  to  the  BIA  throwing  back  her  permit  should  wait  until 
a little  later  so  we  do  not  tip  our  hand  to  the  BIA  any  sooner  than  we  have 
to  and  we  need  the  video  camera  here. 

I am  so  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  and  your  help. 

Your  friend, 

Marsha 

Bonnie  Whitesinger,  resident  of  Big  Mountain 

I am  a wife  and  mother  of  6 children.  I have  renal  failure.  As  of  April 
1997,  I had  a breakdown  when  I was  at  the  53rd  session  of  the  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva  Switzerland.  I attended 
this  session  with  Kee  Watchman  carrying  the  message  of  the  elders,  mainly 
the  matriarchs.  So  being  a mother,  I work  for  my  children's  future.  I 
was  going  to  stay  in  Geneva  for  3 weeks  but  I had  to  cut  my  trip  short  to 
12  days  because  I got  ill  and  I had  to  come  home  to  be  admitted  to  a 
hospital  for  my  condition.  Since  then  I haven't  received  any  assistance 
for  my  condition. 

Now,  I wish  to  call  for  help.  At  the  same  time  being  sick,  I have  to 
endure  the  hardship  of  going  to  dialysis  treatment  over  ungraded  dirt 
roads  3 times  a week  and  raise  my  children.  I used  to  live  at  my  mother, 
Pauline  WhitesingerARs  house  but  I had  to  move  to  be  on  the  school  bus 
route.  So,  for  the  past  12  years  I have  been  living  in  an  abandoned 
dilapidated  one  room  house  without  adequate  space  for  me  and  my  family. 

My  house  has  broken  windows,  no  running  water,  no  indoor  plumbing  and  no 
electricity.  It  was  abandoned  for  30  years  before  I moved  in.  The  roof 
is  old  and  inside  it  there  are  mice  nests.  Inside  the  walls  and  the  wall 
panels  are  dead  mice,  debris  and  feces.  It  looks  awful  in  there.  During 
the  monsoon  season  the  roof  leaks  and  it  has  the  smell  of  mice  urine.  It 
gets  on  our  dishes.  I have  applied  for  a homesite  because  of  my  health 
condition.  I have  repeatedly  been  denied.  My  home  is  beyond  repair  and  I 
desperately  need  your  assistance  in  obtaining  a double  wide  trailer  for 
me  and  my  family  of  6 children  and  2 adults. 

I need  a kidney  transplant  right  away.  At  Dialysis,  these  machines  are 
affecting  my  heart.  I have  witnessed  death  on  the  machine  - people  my  own 
age.  And  since  winter  months  are  coming  I desperately  need  a truck  to 
haul  water  and  firewood  we  need  for  our  survival.  There  is  so  much 
stress.  And  at  the  same  time  I am  getting  letters  from  the  Navajo  Hopi 
Relocation  office  in  Flagstaff  telling  me  to  relocate  and  to  comply  with 
the  90  days  notice  to  vacate.  My  mother,  Pauline  Whitesinger  who  lives 
on  HPL  also  receives  letters  from  the  same  relocation  office.  She  had  a 
meeting  on  Danuary  9,  1999  and  made  her  appeal  with  the  elders  affected 
to  the  relocation  office  to  stop.  They  told  them  they  don't  want  to 
receive  any  more  letters  (Notices  to  Vacate).  That  didn't  help. 

For  me,  I need  emergency  financial  assistance  regarding  my  health 
condition . 

Please  I need  your  help  to  get  on  the  kidney  transplant  list  which 
requires  that  I have  a decent  house  with  electrical  hook  up,  running  water 
and  a cellular  or  regular  phone.  And  during  the  duration  of  the  winter 
months  I need  a Ford  double  cab  pick  up  truck  to  haul  water  and  wood 
which  is  necessary  for  our  survival. 

I also  want  to  make  a call  to  my  relatives  in  the  East,  in  the  South,  in 
the  West  and  the  North  that  I need  help  with  your  contribution  of  money  to 
go  toward  ceremonies  to  protect  the  elders  on  Hopi  Partition  Lands  and 
their  families.  Our  lives  are  at  stake  with  the  deadline  coming  up  so  we 
need  to  protect  ourselves  with  ongoing  traditional  ceremonies.  Please 
help  me  because  me,  my  family  and  my  people  have  a lot  of  concerns  for 
our  survival. 

If  you  want  to  send  donations  to  me  please  send  postal  money  orders  to 


Bonnie  Whitesinger,  P.0.  Box  1073,  Hotevilla,  AZ  86030.  If  you  want  to 
leave  a message  for  me  or  require  more  information  please  contact  Marsha 
Monestersky,  Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  cellular  phone:  (520) 
674-4479,  e-mail:  dinetah29@aol.com 

Please  help  us  pressure  Thomas  Benally,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission,  Window  Rock,  AZ  and  his  staff.  Phone:  (520) 
871-6277,  Address:  P.O.  Box  2549,  Navajo  Nation,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515. 
AND  Kelsey  Begaye,  President,  The  Navajo  Nation,  Phone:  (520)  871-6000, 
Address:  P.O.  Box  9000,  Navajo  Nation,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515. 

It  is  the  rightful  obligation  of  the  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission  and  the 
Navajo  Tribe  to  help  us  survive  at  this  time.  This  office  must  contribute 
the  elders  that  are  still  on  HPL  and  those  of  us  with  life  threatening 
conditions.  They  are  part  of  a US  governmental  effort  that  has  spent  over 
400  million  US  taxpayer  dollars  to  fund  our  genocide  while  denying  those 
of  us  that  resist  relocation  even  our  ability  to  survive.  We  are 
expecting  a harsh  winter  and  need  this  office  to  provide  us  with  survival 
money  and  supplies  like  kerosene,  matches,  propane,  gas,  water  and  a 
supply  for  our  livestock  like  hay,  grain  and  salt  blocks.  And  materials 
for  shelter  for  our  sheep  during  lambing  season,  tarps,  cellophane 
sheeting.  Urge  them  to  start  working  on  our  behalf  and  commit  themselves 
to  working  on  an  injunction  against  the  deadline. 

There  are  a lot  of  families  on  HPL  living  in  the  same  condition  I am. 

We  have  been  subject  to  the  Freeze  on  construction  for  over  20  years, 
enduring  great  hardship  yearlong,  on  ungraded  dirt  roads  that  destroy  our 
vehicles.  We  are  denied  everything,  even  the  right  to  build  or  fix  our 
homes,  even  for  though  of  us  with  life  threatening  health  problems.  And 
many  of  my  people  are  elderly  and  children. 

It  is  urgent  that  the  we  be  able  to  fix  our  homes  so  our  families  can 
move  back  to  stand  with  our  elders  and  support  them  for  the  deadline  and 
for  the  ceremonies  we  need  to  conduct.  The  deadline  date  February  1, 

2000  is  about  90  days  from  now.  And  our  elders  and  our  children  are  in 
jeopardy  because  the  Hopi  tribe  and  the  Navajo  tribe  are  not  informing 
the  people  about  what  kind  of  effects  we  are  going  to  see  at  deadline 
date,  only  that  US  Marshals  will  be  coming  in  to  force  us  off  our  land.  I 
believe  that  the  laws  of  the  US  government  is  only  there  to  benefit  the 
elite  corporations  and  corrupt  tribal  councils. 

Please  understand  that  we  are  at  a critical  point  now  and  ask  you  those 
of  you  that  want  to  contribute  to  our  survival  to  please  do  so  at  this 
time.  And  help  in  whatever  way  you  can. 

Thank  you, 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
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Indian  farmers  preparing  for  lawsuit  against  the  government 


By  Brian  Witte 

TWIN  BUTTES,  N.D.  (AP)  _ John  Fredericks  blames  the  U.S.  Agriculture 
Department  for  ruining  his  ranching  operation  years  ago. 


Fredericks,  66,  said  the  department  failed  to  help  him  with  loans  in  the 
early  1980s.  Foreclosure  followed. 

"I  was  sitting  here  at  one  time,  and  didn't  even  own  my  home  here,"  he 
said.  "I  lost  everything." 

Other  Indian  farmers  and  ranchers  feel  the  same  way,  and  they  are 
preparing  to  take  the  federal  government  to  court. 

Fredericks  said  he  sold  horses  to  come  up  with  the  $20,000  he  needed  to 
get  back  the  house  where  he  now  lives,  on  the  Fort  Berthold  Indian 
Reservation.  But  he  says  his  business  never  recovered. 

"They  took  the  best  years  of  my  business  life  away  from  me,"  Fredericks 
said  during  an  interview  at  the  split-level  home  he  has  battled  for  years 
to  keep. 

Now,  Fredericks  said  he  spends  his  time  taking  care  of  about  50  horses 
around  his  home,  near  large  buttes  and  Lake  Sakakawea. 

Although  he  lost  about  3,000  acres  to  foreclosure,  he  got  it  back  after 
years  of  legal  wrangling  and  help  from  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes,  which 
holds  a lien  on  some  of  the  land.  Fredericks  said  he  hopes  the  lawsuit 
will  enable  him  to  compensate  the  tribe. 

If  he  could  have  restructured  his  loans,  Fredericks  believes,  the  ranch 
where  he  once  had  1,000  cattle  would  not  have  deteriorated . 

"I  wouldn't  have  had  the  problems,"  he  said.  "A  lot  of  people  that  were 
in  my  situation  were  able  to  make  it  because  they  restructured  several 
times . " 

Fredericks  is  a lead  plaintiff  in  a case  being  put  together  by  Alexander 
Pires,  a Washington,  D.C.,  lawyer  who  represented  black  farmers  in  a 
similar  suit. 

USDA  settled  that  lawsuit  in  April.  Lawmakers  and  lawyers  have  estimated 
the  settlement  could  cost  the  government  $2  billion. 

Members  of  Congress  have  complained  that  discrimination  continues  in 
some  of  USDA's  county  offices.  Over  the  past  two  years,  five  workers  have 
been  fired  as  a result  of  discrimination  complaints  and  41  others 
disciplined . 

Pires  said  many  American  Indian  farmers  have  suffered  discrimination. 

"We  proved  it  in  the  black  farmers  case,  and  there's  no  difference  here, 
" Pires  said.  "The  farmers  and  the  ranchers  are  the  same.  The  tone  of  the 
skin  is  different.  That's  all." 

Agriculture  Commissioner  Dan  Glickman  has  acknowledged  that  current  and 
past  administrations  have  discriminated  against  black  farmers. 

Rosalind  Gray,  USDA's  civil  rights  director,  told  the  Flouse  Agriculture 
Committee  last  month  that  the  department  is  making  progress  in  improving 
civil  rights.  She  did  not  immediately  return  phone  calls  seeking  comment 
on  the  pending  lawsuit. 

Pires  contends  American  Indian  farmers  have  received  "horrible"  service 
from  USDA  for  years,  especially  in  getting  loans  refinanced. 

"I  guarantee  you  the  statistics  will  show  that  if  you're  white,  you're 
chances  of  getting  refinanced  two  and  three  times  are  many,  many,  many 
times  higher  than  if  you  are  of  color,"  Pires  said. 

After  reading  about  the  black  farmers  case.  Three  Affiliated  Tribes' 
Chairman  Tex  Hall  approached  Pires  and  asked  if  he  would  represent 
American  Indians  in  a similar  lawsuit. 

The  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  filed  a complaint  with  the  department  last 
spring  when  details  of  the  black  farmers  settlement  were  being  worked  out. 

The  department's  civil  rights  division  came  out  to  the  reservation  in 
October  to  investigate  the  complaint. 

Sarah  Vogel,  an  attorney  and  former  state  agriculture  commissioner,  said 
she  was  delighted  by  the  pending  lawsuit.  Vogel,  who  recently  represented 
ranchers  on  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Indian  Reservation  in  a grazing 
dispute,  said  she  believed  reservation  ranchers  have  had  an  especially 
hard  struggle. 

Vogel  has  offered  to  assist  in  the  case. 

"I'm  more  and  more  convinced  that  this  is  a really  necessary  lawsuit," 
she  said  in  a recent  interview.  "There's  been  many  disparate  treatments,  I 
think,  over  the  years." 

Pires  said  the  lawsuit  would  include  plaintiffs  in  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 
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Indians  seek  contempt  ruling  against  Babbitt 
Associated  Press 
Nov.  20,  1999 

WASHINGTON  - After  finding  records  piled  in  a trash  heap  on  a North 
Dakota  reservation,  lawyers  for  a group  of  Native  Americans  returned  to 
federal  court  Friday  to  ask  a judge  to  once  again  hold  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  in  contempt. 

"Bring  it  on,"  responded  a lawyer  representing  the  Interior  Department. 

Earlier  this  year,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  had  held  Babbitt 
and  two  other  federal  officials  in  contempt  for  failing  to  turn  over 
documents  in  the  Indian  trust  fund  case.  He  ordered  the  federal  government 
to  pay  more  than  $600,000  in  fees  to  the  Indians'  lawyers. 

The  Indians  are  suing  over  mismanagement  of  more  than  300,000  trust 
accounts  for  individual  Indians  worth  more  than  $500  million.  Both  sides 
agree  that  the  accounts  have  been  mismanaged  for  decades,  suffering  from 
inconsistent  or  non-existent  record  keeping,  poor  investment  choices  and 
lax  oversight.  The  Indians  argue  that  mismanagement  has  cost  them  billions 
in  lost  revenue. 

A court-appointed  watchdog  in  the  case  discovered  piles  of  documents 
stashed  in  a shed  during  a Nov.  1 visit  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
office  at  the  Sprit  Lake  Sioux  reservation  in  North  Dakota.  The  supervisor 
of  that  office  had  insisted  that  all  records  were  stored  in  the  main 
office,  but  a secretary  told  the  investigator  about  the  shed. 

"These  documents  were  maintained  in  deplorable  condition  amidst  gasoline 
canisters,  tires,  machinery  and  other  debris,"  Alan  Balaran,  the  watchdog, 
wrote  in  a report  to  Lamberth  last  week. 

Balaran  said  he  was  disturbed  by  the  BIA's  "callous  disregard  for  these 
records"  and  its  "duplicitous  denial"  that  they  were  in  the  shed. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  told  Lamberth  on  Friday  that  the  Interior 
Department  and  its  lawyers  cannot  be  trusted  to  keep  and  turn  over 
documents,  even  after  the  contempt  citations  against  Babbitt,  BIA  head 
Kevin  Gover  and  then-Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin. 

Lawyers  representing  the  Interior  Department  bristled  at  those  remarks. 

"If  counsel  (for  the  Indians)  would  like  to  make  (contempt)  charges 
against  us,  I'd  like  to  see  them,"  Dustice  Department  attorney  Phillip 
Brooks  said.  "I'm  tired  of  being  disparaged.  ...  I don't  know  what  to 
say,  other  than,  "Bring  it  on.'" 

The  request  for  a contempt  citation  could  be  bad  news  for  Babbitt  and 
Gover  if  Lamberth  agrees  with  the  Indians.  In  his  February  contempt  ruling, 
Lamberth  warned  the  officials  "to  make  sure  that  their  respective 
departments'  actions  live  up  to  their  words." 

"For  if  they  do  not,"  Lamberth  wrote,  "the  defendants  will  suffer 
consequences  far  greater  than  those  being  handed  down  today." 

Brooks  and  fellow  Dustice  Department  lawyer  Charles  Findlay  said  BIA 
officials  had  ordered  the  records  removed  from  the  shed.  They  said  no 
documents  had  been  lost. 

"We  recognize  the  problem.  We  are  attacking  it,"  Findlay  told  Lamberth. 
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Indian  Affairs  Council  off  on  right  foot 

New  panel  of  legislators,  tribal  leaders  agrees  unanimously  to  work  out 

fuel  tax  differences 

Betsy  Z.  Russell  - Staff  writer 

Idaho's  new  Indian  Affairs  Council  will  look  for  ways  to  work  out  an 
agreement  between  tribes  and  the  state  on  fuel  taxes,  rather  than  leaving 
the  issue  to  the  courts. 

Not  only  was  Friday's  move  the  first  action  taken  by  the  joint  council 
of  tribal  leaders  and  legislators,  it  was  a unanimous  vote.  "That  was  our 
first  baby  step,"  said  council  chairman  Sen.  Ralph  "Moon"  Wheeler,  R- 
American  Falls. 

"That's  great!"  said  Dennis  Smith,  vice  chairman  of  the  Shoshone-Paiute 
Tribe . 

Tribes  don't  want  to  end  up  in  court  with  the  state,  said  Coeur  d'Alene 
Tribal  Chairman  Ernie  Stensgar  --  even  though  in  this  case,  the  tribe  was 
winning. 

A 4th  District  judge  ruled  recently  that  the  state  can't  collect  gas  tax 
on  fuel  that  was  delivered  directly  from  a Spokane  source  to  the  Coeur 
d'Alene  Reservation,  crossing  into  the  reservation  right  at  the  Idaho 
state  line. 

The  state  Tax  Commission  has  appealed  the  decision  to  the  state  Supreme 
Court,  saying  the  state  could  lose  out  on  as  much  as  $1.6  million  in 
taxes  on  gas  sold  on  reservations. 

"The  council  reviewed  it  and  heard  from  the  tax  commission  and  the 
tribal  attorneys,"  Stensgar  said.  "I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  work 
out  an  agreement." 

The  tribe  had  been  telling  the  state  all  along  that  it  would  win  the 
case,  Stensgar  said.  But  he  said  a mutual  agreement  would  be  better. 

"If  we  can  show  the  council  we  can  come  to  an  agreement  on  fuel  tax,  we 
can  come  to  an  agreement  on  all  these  issues  without  litigating," 

Stensgar  said.  "I  think  state-tribal  relations  will  vastly  improve." 

Leaders  of  Idaho's  five  federally  recognized  tribes  said  once  the  fuel 
tax  issue  is  settled,  they'd  like  to  see  talks  continue  and  extend  to  how 
the  tribes  and  state  handle  all  taxes. 

The  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  had  been  trying  to  negotiate  an  agreement  on 
fuel  taxes  for  two  years,  but  the  state  Tax  Commission  said  it  had  no 
authority  to  negotiate.  Former  Gov.  Phil  Batt  also  declined  to  negotiate, 
saying  the  issue  should  go  to  the  Legislature.  Then,  after  the  Tax 
Commission  went  after  Goodman  Oil,  the  distributor  that  delivered  the 
gasoline  to  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Reservation,  the  issue  wound  up  in  court. 

The  council  voted  to  review  options  for  empowering  the  Tax  Commission  to 
negotiate  an  agreement  with  the  tribes,  with  the  idea  of  recommending 
legislation  this  year  to  accomplish  that.  Any  agreement  still  could  be 
subject  to  legislative  approval. 

In  other  states,  governments  have  agreed  to  give  tribes  a share  of  gas 
tax  revenues  to  help  maintain  roads  on  reservations,  in  exchange  for  the 
tribes  agreeing  to  collect  the  taxes  on  gas  sales  to  non-Indians. 

"I'm  encouraged,"  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  attorney  Tara  Salisbury-Allgood 
said.  "The  state  Tax  Commission  has  been  telling  us  for  almost  two  years 
that  there's  nothing  they  can  do.  But  case  law  says  that's  not  the  way 
Indian  law  has  gone." 

Betsy  Z.  Russell  can  be  reached  at  336-2854,  or  by  e-mail  at 
bzrussell@rmci . net . 

"RE : Ward  Valley  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Nov  1999  17:15:30  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 


Sub j : WARD  VALLEY  ACTION  ALERT!! 


ACTION  ALERT!  ACTION  ALERT!  ACTION  ALERT!  ACTION  ALERT! 

Governor  Davis  Appoints  Task  Force  Biased  Toward  the  Nuclear  Industry  to 
Determine  the  Fate  of  the  Proposed  Ward  Valley  Nuclear  Waste  Dump 

In  a disturbing  turnabout.  Governor  Gray  Davis  has  revived  the  proposal 
for  a dangerous  radioactive  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley.  Davis  has  assembled 
a Task  Force  composed  predominantly  of  nuclear  waste  generators  to  address 
the  nuclear  waste  disposal  in  California.  Ward  Valley  dump  proponents 
outnumber  representatives  of  environmental  groups  and  Native  American 
tribes  by  three  to  one.  Key  experts  on  radioactive  waste  have  been 
purposely  excluded.  After  assurances  to  the  contrary,  the  Task  Force  has 
plans  to  revive  the  Ward  Valley  dump  proposal  to  bury  long-lived  and  highly 
dangerous  radioactive  wastes  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches,  above  an 
aquifer,  twenty  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  drinking  water  for  22 
million  people,  in  critical  habitat  for  an  endangered  species  and  on  sacred 
Indian  lands. 

CONTACT  GOVERNOR  DAVIS  TODAY! 

State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  California  95814 
Write  and  telephone  today! 

(916)  445-2841  * Fax  (916)  445-4633. 

Tell  the  governor  that  the  Task  Force  is  unbalanced  and  lacks  credibility. 
Tell  him  to  take  the  Ward  Valley  dump  off  the  agenda  and  seek  a responsible 
policy  on  radioactive  waste  containment,  source  reduction  and  renewable 
energy.  Respect  Native  American  rights! 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 
http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 
http : //www . ctaz . com/~swvl 
http://banwaste.envirolink.org 
http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 
http: //www. green act ion .org 

"RE : Action  Alert  at  Minnehaha  Spiritual  Encampment"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Nov  1999  14:29:41  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : fw:  Action  Alert  at  Minnehaha  Spiritual  Encampment 
Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Original  message  follows  — 

*From:  power4u  <power4u@mtn.org> 

*Date:  Saturday,  November  20,  1999 

*Sub j : Action  Alert  at  Minnehaha  Spiritual  Encampment 

Red  Alert*Action  Alert*Red  Alert*Action  Alert*Red  Alert* 

Minnehaha  Spiritual  Camp  Receives  Warning  of  Imminent  Raid 

Yesterday,  Thursday,  the  Minnehaha  Spiritual  Camp  was  visited  by 
Captain  Kitridge  of  the  Minnesota  State  Highway  Patrol  and  Lieutenant 
Bud  Emerson  of  the  Third  Precinct  of  the  Minneapolis  Police  Department. 
Lieutenant  Emerson  commanded  the  raid  last  December  20th  in  which 
802  troopers  and  police  tear  gassed  and  tortured  non-violent  people  and 
desecrated  sacred  items  including  eagle  feathers  and  a ceremonial  drum. 

Kitridge  and  Emerson  had  a ceremony  within  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks 
with  Dim  Anderson  and  members  of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota 
Community  and  the  American  Indian  Movement  in  which  they  were  offered 


to  smoke  the  pipe.  After  they  were  told  that  this  was  not  a peace  pipe, 
but  a truth  pipe,  Kitridge  smoked  and  Emerson  declined.  They  both 
agreed  that  while  they  might  be  enforcing  the  law,  that  it  was  morally 
and  ethically  reprehensible  to  destroy  a site  sacred  to  Native  Americans. 

They  assured  Dim  Anderson  that  the  raid  would  be  soon,  sometime 
in  the  next  2 to  3 weeks,  that  it  would  be  in  the  morning  and  that  there 
would  be  no  tear  gas  or  pain  compliance  holds  used.  They  gave  their 
word  that  people  would  be  offered  the  chance  to  leave  before  being 
arrested  for  trespassing.  They  said  that  the  machines  of  destruction 
would  follow  immediately  after  the  arrests,  and  that  the  University  of 
Minnesota  has  requested  a oak  slab  from  each  tree.  They  said  that 
they  would  try  and  respect  the  sacred  items  and  make  certain  that 
eagle  feathers  and  other  items  would  be  returned.  Emerson  made 
the  same  promise  of  allowing  people  to  leave  before  the  last  raid  in 
December  of  1998. 

WE  NEED  YOU  NOW.  WE  NEED  YOU  TO  COME  AND  CAMP  WITH  US 
FOR  SOME  OR  ALL  OF  THE  NEXT  THREE  WEEKS.  IF  THIS  WERE  YOUR 
CHURCH  YOU  WOULD  STAND  HERE  TOO,  PLEASE  DON'T  LET  THEM 
DESECRATE  AND  BULLDOZE  ANOTHER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SACRED  SITE. 

WE  ARE  ASKING  ALL  PEOPLE  TO  STAND  WITH  US  IN  PRAYER 
AROUND  THE  FOUR  SACRED  OAKS,  AND  SACRED  FIRE,  TO  STAND 
IN  PRAYER  AND  TO  BE  ARRESTED  IN  PRAYER.  WHEN  THEY  COME 
WE  WILL  CIRCLE  THE  OAKS  WITH  OUR  BODIES,  WE  WANT  THEM  TO 
SEE  HOW  MANY  PEOPLE  WILL  NOT  LET  THE  FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICANS  BE  VIOLATED  FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF 
COMMUTERS.  NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO  DECIDE  AND  STAND  WITH  US. 

OUR  CAMP  IS  DRUG  FREE,  ALCOHOL  FREE,  WEAPONS  FREE, 

WE  ARE  NON-VIOLENT,  AND  EXPECT  THAT  FROM  ANYONE 
WHO  COMES  TO  STAND  HERE  WITH  US. 

The  day  after  the  raid  is  announced  in  the  papers,  we  are  asking 
people  to  gather  at  the  Hennepin  County  Government  Center 
by  the  fountain  at  4:00pm,  in  downtown  Minneapolis. 

Please  contact  Wellstone's  office,  and  the  Justice  Department 
to  demand  that  the  Federal  Government  intervene  to  stop  the 
desecration  of  a Native  American  Sacred  Site. 

For  the  future  generations. 

For  the  sacred  trees. 

Sacred  water  and  burial  sites  of  our  ancestors. 

They  will  never  crush  our  spirits  or  pave  over  our  prayers, 

Pidamaya , 

Jim  Anderson 

Cultural  Chairman  of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  Community 

Phone:  (612)  910-0730 

Camp  Cell  Phone:  (651)  398-5249 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : standing  Deer  is  Very  Sick"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Nov  1999  14:30:41  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  SDeer  is  very  sick 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 
http://members.xoom . com/f reepe It ier /index. html 

Original  Message 

Date:  Wednesday,  November  17,  1999  1:19  PM 
From:  Bdyingswan@aol.com  <Bdyingswan@aol . com> 

Sub j : SDeer  is  very  sick 

Standing  Deer's  Health  Update  as  of  11-14-99 
Dear  Friends  & Supporters: 

Standing  Deer  is  very  sick.  He  missed  his  high  blood  pressure  medicine 
for  2 weeks. 

Because  of  our  efforts  his  aspirin  prescription  has  been  renewed  & KOP 
(keep  on  person)  He  only  has  enough  aspirin  to  relieve  his  pain  for  awhile. 
The  prison  is  out  of  the  aspirin.  We  must  write  to  the  following  persons 
stating  that  we  need  the  order  of  aspirin  to  come  from  Huntsville 
IMMEDIATELY  ! ! If  Standing  Deer  can  not  receive  his  aspirin  to  control  his 
pain  enough  to  walk  to  the  infirmary  to  receive  his  Clonidine,  high  blood 
pressure  medicine,  he  will  die. 

Standing  Deer  has  in  the  past  survived  these  abrupt  cessation  of 
Clonidine  4 times.  The  medical  books  all  tell  doctors  to  wean  a patient 
off  of  this  drug  gradually  to  prevent  brain  damage  or  death. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  prison  knows  full  well  of  what  they  are  doing. 
They  are  trying  to  quietly  kill  Standing  Deer.  Your  letters  of  support 
will  be  gratefully  appreciated.  Please  send  one  today,  lust  a short  note 
if  you  are  not  comfortable  in  any  long  explanation.  "Get  the  aspirin  to 
Pack  One  Prison  immediately  so  Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289  won't  die  of  brain 
damage ! " 

Please  send  letters  immediately  to: 

Dr.  Scamardo  / Pack  Unit  Infirmary  / 2400  Wallace  Pack  RD.  / Navasota,  TX 
77869 

CC:  Dr.  Lannette  Linthicum,  Director  / TDC1  Health  Services  / 

3009  Highway  30  West,  Huntsville,  TX  77340 

Thank  you. 

BArbara  Fortier 

Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 

POBox  368  / Carrollton,  GA  30117 

http : //standingdeer . homepage . com/ index.html 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Eddie  Hatcher"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Nov  1999  19:34:32  -0500  (EST) 

From:  ME  Shaiman  <meshaiman@email . com> 

Sub j : Eddie  Hatcher 

Please  post  and  distribute: 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  October  1999  newsletter,  the  first  put  out 
by  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  since  Eddie  was  arrested  early  this 
summer.  His  mother  Thelma  now  has  her  own  email  address,  so  you  can  contact 
her  directly  at  thclark@etinternet.net.  She  also  plans  to  have  a website  up 
for  Eddie  in  the  near  future. 

Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman,  On  Indian  Land  Newspaper/Support  for  Native  Sovereignty 

A MESSAGE  FROM  EDDIE  HATCHER 

The  Night  They  Murdered  Harvey  Lee  Green 

by  Eddie  Hatcher 

I have  been  through  about  four  executions  at  Central  Prison  in  Raleigh, 


NC,  but  I think  and  feel  that  the  execution  of  Harvey  Green  was  one  of  the 
most  stressful  and  frustrating  yet.  As  with  all  executions,  the  air  in 
Central  Prison  becomes  filled  with  tension  and  apprehension  usually  the 
Monday  preceding  the  Thursday  night  execution.  The  only  difference  this 
time  was  the  suddenness  of  reality. 

By  Monday  morning  at  breakfast,  the  moods  of  most  convicts  had  quickly 
become  solemn.  The  first  line  of  communication  was  the  question,  "Has 
anybody  heard  if  the  courts  have  stated  Harvey's  execution?"  While  Sunday 
had  consisted  of  loud  card  games  and  slamming  dominoes  at  the  tables, 
Monday's  cards  began  popping  the  table  a little  softer.  The  slam  began  to 
give  way  to  just  laying  the  dominoes  in  place.  The  loud  conversations 
across  the  tables  began  to  change  to  quiet  attention  being  paid  to  the 
news  programs,  all  in  anticipation  of  hearing  the  words,  "The  Supreme 
Court  today  issued  a stay  in  the  execution  of  Harvey  Green."  Everyone  hung 
on  to  the  hope  that  it  would  come. 

Tuesday,  lames,  a convict  who  had  just  won  a new  trial  and  came  off  of 
death  row,  saw  Harvey  in  the  jail  coming  from  the  nurses'  station.  He  said 
Harvey  looked  and  acted  in  good  spirits  and  said  he  was  still  hoping  for  a 
stay.  We  both  then  stood,  looking  into  space.  I asked  if  he  thought 
something  was  going  to  jump  off  if  they  carried  it  out.  He  said,  "You  know 
how  well  Harvey  is  liked  by  everybody."  We  both  agreed  that  the 
Administration  had  to  be  a little  concerned  that  the  situation  was  a time 
bomb,  ready  to  explode.  On  Wednesday,  I saw  Harvey  coming  back  from 
visiting  with  one  of  his  lawyers.  He  smiled  and  raised  a clutched  fist 
shouting,  "You  alright  Hatcher?"  That  was  Harvey.  Wanting  to  know  if 
everyone  else  was  alright.  I got  to  know  Harvey  back  when  I worked  death 
row  in  '89  and  '90. 

By  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  entire  prison  was  almost  quiet.  Even  most  of 
the  staff  had  solemn  expressions  and  little  to  say.  I don't  normally  go  to 
supper  but  I did  on  Wednesday.  On  the  way  back,  the  Lieutenant  was  in  the 
hall  and  I asked  if  they  had  moved  Harvey  down  to  the  death  house  yet.  He 
gave  some  cocky  grin  and  said  he  didn't  know,  like  I wouldn't  find  out  in 
the  next  10  minutes.  When  I got  down  to  the  block,  one  of  the  few  decent 
Officers  was  standing  at  the  canteen  so  I asked  him.  He  said  they  had  just 
moved  Harvey,  right  before  we  got  back.  He  said,  "I  shook  his  hand  and 
thanked  him  for  always  keeping  it  real."  He  was  sincere.  While  some  of  the 
guards  openly  voice  their  opinions  of  how  quick  and  how  cruel  executions 
should  take  place,  there  are  a few  who  don't  support  the  death  penalty.  It 
just  disgusts  me  that  their  jobs  take  precedence  over  their  beliefs  and 
principles.  This  weakness  disgusts  me. 

Thursday  morning  you  could  see  the  heavy  presence  of  extra  guards.  In 
every  unit  more  guards  were  everywhere.  An  Officer  told  me  they  were 
really  gearing  up  in  case  any  problems  jumped  off.  But  even  the  threat  of 
force  didn't  deter  acts  of  protest  beginning  early  in  the  day.  Right 
before  lunch  a fire  alarm  sounded  at  OC-2,  the  main  control  headquarters. 
Location  of  the  fire  --  D block  east.  Why  did  it  happen  to  be  my  block,  an 
arena  where  my  name  is  always  at  the  top  of  any  investigation  list.  Two 
Sergeants  and  four  guards  rushed  into  the  block,  peeping  and  looking  in 
every  cell.  No  convict  budged  from  whatever  it  was  they  were  doing  prior 
to  the  unwelcome  intrusion  of  the  police.  I guess  the  alarm  sent  the 
antennas  up  because  shortly  after  the  first  alarm,  the  Lieutenant  came 
into  the  block  to  make  an  announcement.  A speech.  He  wanted  to  inform  all 
of  us  that  the  state  intended  to  go  through  with  the  murder  of  Harvey 
Green  and  any  forms  of  protest  would  be  met  with  swift  and  forceful  action. 
It  sounded  like  a threat  to  us  so  I immediately  asked  him,  "So  what  are 
you  saying?  Do  we  need  to  strap  up  or  what?"  Strap  up  means  to  get  your 
knife,  your  shank,  etc.  He  looked,  gazed,  then  quickly  exited  the  block. 

The  Lieutenant's  threats  obviously  only  enraged  us  as  about  50  minutes 
later  the  alarms  sounded  again,  this  time,  becoming  necessary  to  clear  the 
block.  The  smoke  from  a crudely  constructed  smoke  bomb  blazing  next  to  the 
rubber  sole  of  a tennis  shoe  creates  a hell  of  a smoke  cloud,  unbearable 
to  the  eyes  and  respiratory  tract.  After  a half  an  hour,  I heard  the  words 
I knew  were  coming,  "LOCKDOWN!  The  Warden  said  to  lock  it  down!"  This  let 
me  know  that  the  block  I was  in,  my  block,  my  boys,  were  not  the  only 
protesters  in  Central  Prison  or  the  Warden  would  not  have  called  a 


lockdown . 

After  everyone  was  locked  down  in  their  cells , the  investigation  began. 
Two  by  two  we  were  led  out  to  the  Lieutenant's  office  to  be  questioned  as 
to  "what  we  knew"  about  the  fire.  Naturally,  I was  the  last  one  to  go.  As 
I walked  up  the  stairs  a convict  who  works  the  hall  said,  "Ya'll  burning 
it  down  ain't  you  Hatcher."  I smiled.  I walked  in  the  office  and  sat  down 
while  the  Lieutenant  looked  straight  ahead  like  he  was  in  some  kind  of  fog 
By  this  time,  several  investigative  conferences  had  occurred,  including 

Associate  Warden  McCabe  and  Warden  Lee.  Rising  from  his  chair,  still 
looking  foggy,  straight  ahead,  the  Lieutenant  began,  "We  know  you  didn't 
strike  the  match.  And  we  know  you  probably  didn't  construct  the  thing.  But 
we  know  you  are  behind  the  whole  damned  thing."  As  he  clinched  his  fists, 
both  of  them,  shaking  them,  looking  straight  ahead  at  the  wall,  glassy 
eyed  he  looked  almost  like  Freddy  Kruger,  and  said,  "Hatcher,  you  just 
have  so  much  influence!"  I felt  like  I was  witnessing  an  actual  breakdown 
in  progress  firsthand.  I wondered  if  he  was  going  to  do  "The  Postal  Thing" 
but  quickly  realized  there  were  no  guns  around.  Relief!!  Had  it  not  been 
so  touching,  I would  have  busted  out  laughing.  I mean,  he's  not  a bad 
Lieutenant  but  aye,  he's  the  police.  I didn't  know  exactly  what  to  say 
that  would  please  him  so,  with  a sheepish,  half  grinning  expression  I said 
"No  I don't  Lieu."  I hoped  this  would  take  the  edge  off  what  looked  like  a 
serious  job-related  down  moment.  He  just  kept  shaking  his  fists  and  his 
head,  saying,  "yes  you  do,  yes  you  do,  yes  you  do."  He  would  shake  his 
head  yes,  and  I would  shake  my  head  no,  both  in  unison,  him  saying  "yes 
you  do"  and  me  saying,  "no  I don't."  He  told  me  they  couldn't  write  me  up 
because  nobody  would  tell  on  me,  which  was  their  biggest  disappointment. 
They  are  terrorized  of  a convict  who  no  one  will  snitch  on.  To  them,  it 
shows  power.  To  us,  it  shows  respect.  About  7:30  p.m.  after  the  chaos  had 
died  down,  all  of  the  cell  doors  opened  and  the  lockdown  was  lifted.  I 
guess  they  figured  we  had  protested  enough  so  they  needed  to  devote  their 
staff  and  energy  to  other  blocks  who  hadn't  started  so  early.  We  all  stay 
tuned  to  radio  news  and  TV  hoping  to  get  some  word  that  a stay  had  been 
granted.  At  about  8:30  p.m.,  they  put  a police  in  the  block.  He  appeared 
extremely  nervous  and  tried  to  look  invisible  but  that  was  out.  I stood  at 
the  window  looking  at  all  of  the  blue  lights  and  TV  trucks  pull  in  as  the 
vigil  protesters  gathered.  I heard  someone  say,  "How  are  you?"  and  as  I 
turned  and  realized  it  was  the  guard,  I snapped,  "I  ain't  worth  a damn. 

How  are  you?"  He  didn't  know  whether  to  flee  or  talk  but  he  put  on  a smile 
and  said,  "My  first  day  back  in  NC,  do  you  know  the  first  face  I saw  in 
the  news?"  I said,  "Let  me  guess.  Me!"  He  said  he  had  followed  me  over  the 
years,  but  never  thought  he's  meet  me.  I was  sure  he  had  been  advised  to 
watch  me  closely  so  he  was  trying  to  get  a feel  of  what  frame  of  mind  I 
was  in.  I quickly  walked  off  and  left  him  standing  there.  They  have  never 
been  able  to  figure  me  out. 

At  10:30  p.m.,  it  was  lockdown  for  the  night.  That's  why  they  have 
executions  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  As  I stood  in  my  cell  looking  out 
the  window  I could  see  the  crowd  getting  larger.  Dames  yelled  down  to  me 
that  he  had  never  seen  as  many  people  at  a vigil.  About  11  p.m.  he  yelled 
down  again,  "Eddie,  do  you  see  Dr.  Death  going  across  the  parking  lot  in 
the  trenchcoat?"  Dr.  Death  is  the  Doctor  who  brings  the  vials  of  poison  in 
a briefcase  that  would  be  used  to  kill  Harvey.  We  watched  as  he  walked 
across  the  parking  lot  and  entered  the  door  to  the  death  house.  The 
closest  thing  I've  seen  to  the  Priest  standing  in  a black  trenchcoat 
outside  the  Georgetown  House  in  "The  Exorcist."  A few  minutes  later,  two 
cars  pulled  up  and  we  assumed  it  was  members  of  the  family  who  came  to 
watch  the  murder.  Everything  was  pretty  much  quiet  until  they  came 
storming  into  my  cell  at  about  11:45  p.m. 

My  door  opened  and  a Sergeant  and  two  guards  came  rushing  in.  They  told 
me  to  turn  around  so  they  could  cuff  me.  The  guard  who  had  been  in  the 
block  and  had  been  standing  right  outside  my  door  asked  what  the  problem 
was  and  the  Sgt.  said  I had  been  yelling  out  the  window.  The  guard  glared 
his  eyes,  like  he  had  a problem  also  with  what  was  happening  and  said, 
"Hatcher  hasn't  yelled  out.  I've  been  standing  right  here."  They  ignored 
this  and  quickly  escorted  me  out.  I was  taken  to  the  belly  of  the  beast... 
Unit  one... The  maximum  lockup  unit.  I was  met  by  at  least  10  guards  who 


quickly  took  me  outside  to  the  cages.  The  recreation  yard  on  Unit  I 
consists  of  dozens  of  6x8  chain  link  cages  where  convicts  are  locked 
inside  and  told  to  exercise.  They  opened  one  of  the  cages,  took  me  inside, 
then  Sgt.  Burrows  ordered,  "Put  him  in  full  restraints."  They  wrapped  a 
heavy  chain  around  my  waist  and  hooked  it  behind  my  back,  along  with  my 
wrists  and  cuffs,  to  a black  metal  box,  then  placed  a padlock  through  the 
box,  which  prevents  any  movement.  Then  they  put  ankle  chains  on  me.  I was 
then  forced  to  the  cold,  damp  cement,  with  my  arms  and  hands  chained 
behind  my  back,  and  forced  to  lay  flat  on  my  stomach.  I only  had  on  a thin 
t-shirt  and  this  was  the  coolest  night  yet  at  48  degrees.  After  the  side 
of  my  face  and  head  was  flat  on  the  cement,  Sgt.  Burrows  told  me  if  I 
moved,  I would  be  maced.  I attempted  to  tell  him  how  I could  not  lay  in 
that  position  due  to  a dislocated  elbow  and  the  cold  clement  would  make  me 
sick  since  I have  a weakened  immune  system.  Before  I could  finish,  the  Sgt. 
told  me  to  shut-up  or  he  would  spray  me  with  mace  and  I better  not  move. 
They  exited  the  cage  and  locked  the  doors.  It  took  only  a few  minutes  to 
realize,  "Hey,  I can  see  the  moon.  It's  almost  full."  This  was  really  a 
treat  I thought,  as  I had  not  been  able  to  see  the  moon  for  months.  I had 
gone  almost  8 years  before  without  seeing  the  moon  and  didn't  realize  how 
much  I missed  it.  Seeing  the  moon  on  this  night  quickly  elevated  the  agony 
of  being  hogtied  with  chains  and  locked  in  a dog  pen,  as  we  call  them. 

I had  been  laying  on  the  cement  for  about  30  minutes  when  they  came  out 
with  a guy  from  death  row.  I wondered  what  he  was  accused  of  doing.  They 
took  him  to  a cage  two  cages  from  me  and  began  the  routine. . .chains,  leg 
irons,  etc.  Then  they  literally  threw  his  small  frame  to  the  cement  and 
gave  him  the  same  lecture  about  not  moving  and  being  sprayed  with  mace.  As 
soon  as  they  exited  his  cage,  he  asked,  "Why  have  I got  to  lay  like  this?" 

He  must  have  not  noticed  the  moon  and  I wanted  to  tell  him  but  I was 

quieted  by  Sgt.  Burrows  shouting,  telling  him  he  better  shut-up  and  not 
move  or  he  would  be  sprayed. 

The  sight  of  the  moon  helped  ease  the  freezing  shivers  that  by  now  had 
my  legs  shaking  and  the  pain  shooting  through  my  left  arm.  I guess  the 
convict  from  death  row,  whose  name  I learned  is  Dwight  Robinson,  couldn't 
resist  and  he  moved  slightly,  raising  a few  inches,  to  rest  more  on  his 
side.  Sgt.  Burrows  and  an  officer  quickly  unlocked  his  cage,  knelt  down, 
pulled  his  head  over,  and  both  Burrows  and  the  guard  began  spraying  mace 
directly  in  Robinson's  face.  Both  cans  no  more  than  two  inches  from  his 
face.  I kept  waiting  for  Robinson  to  yell  or  do  something,  but  he  never 

did.  He  never  spoke.  Never  moved.  They  sprayed  the  mace  so  long,  Sgt. 

Burrows  even  stopped  at  one  point,  shook  his  can,  then  continued  spraying 
until  both  cans  were  empty.  Still,  Robinson  made  not  a sound. 

After  they  had  emptied  their  cans  of  mace,  they  snatched  Robinson  up, 
heading  toward  the  door  to  the  building.  As  they  walked  they  yelled  at 
Robinson,  ordering  him  to  walk.  I wondered  how  they  expected  him  to  be 
able  to  walk  with  his  eyes  full  of  mace.  As  soon  as  they  entered  the 
building  I heard  Robinson  falling  down  the  stairs,  no  doubt  pushed,  all  in 
full  restraints,  then,  almost  instantly,  I heard  blow  after  blow  making 
contact  with  his  body.  Finally,  Robinson  was  speaking  but  not  words... It 
was  yells  and  screams.  Each  scream  bellowed  pure  agonizing  pain.  All  I 
could  do  was  listen.  My  thoughts  were,  "How  could  these  people  be  this 
blatant,  this  stupid,  to  do  these  things  to  us  and  do  this  to  Robinson 
right  in  front  of  me?"  Power  blinds  and  these  state  paid  employees 
exemplified  blind  power  this  night  like  I have  not  seen  in  a while. 

I finally  knew  the  execution  must  have  been  almost  over  when  I overheard 
one  of  the  young,  punk  guards  say,  "Well  I wonder  if  old  Harvey  is  crying 
about  now?"  About  20  minutes  later  they  unlocked  my  cage,  took  me  out,  and 
put  me  on  lockup. 

The  following  day  I was  informed  that  I was  on  lockup  for  calling 
Associate  Warden  McCabe  "a  sorry  SOB."  Well,  I don't  really  have  a problem 
with  that  because  he  is  a sorry  SOB,  plus  some,  but  the  problem  is,  I 
hadn't  seen  McCabe  the  night  of  the  execution. 

I now  sit  in  lockup,  23  hours  a day,  for  60  days  and  loss  of  God  knows 
what,  but  there  is  a consolation  to  all  of  this.  Many  of  the  guards  are 
cheering  me  on,  as  they  too  say  McCabe  is  a sorry  SOB.  They  whisper  to  me, 
"Hatcher,  if  you  need  anything,  let  me  know."  and,  "You  only  told  the 


truth  Hatcher."  I am  almost  ready  to  shout,  "Okay... I did  it.  I called 
McCabe  the  sorry  SOB  that  he  is." 

I never  realized  how  hated  McCabe  really  is.  Not  as  much  by  convicts, 
but,  by  his  officers.  It's  kind  of  pitiful.  I wonder  where  McCabe  will  be 
during  the  two  executions  that  are  scheduled  for  next  month.  Lord,  I just 
hope  it's  a full  moon  again. 

I've  found  since  that  night  that  Sgt.  Burrows,  Lieutenant  Signal  and 
other  guards  on  Unit  I regularly  mace  and  beat  convicts  after  they  are  in 
full  restraints.  Please  call,  fax,  and  write  the  following  people  and 
Human  Rights  Organizations  and  ask  that  the  brutality  and  abuse  taking 
place  at  Central  Prison  be  investigated.  Also  write  the  following  North 
Carolina  senators  and  demand  public  hearings  into  these  abuses  at  Central 
Prison  that  are  taking  place  on  a daily  basis.  We  desperately  need  your 
help. 

Senator  Frank  Balance 
PO  Box  616 
Warrenton  NC  27589 

Senator  Ellie  Kinnaird 
2115  Legislative  Bldg 
16  W.  Hones  St. 

Raleigh  NC  27601 

Senator  Beverly  Perdue 
405  Middle  St. 

New  Bern  NC  28560 

Theodis  Beck,  Secretary 
NC  Dept,  of  Correction 
214  West  Hones  St. 

4201  MSC 
Raleigh  NC  27699 
fax:  (919)  733-4790 

Governor  Him  Hunt 
Office  of  the  Governor 
116  West  Hones  St. 

Raleigh  NC  27603 
fax:  (919)  715-3175 

Human  Rights  Watch 
485  Fifth  Ave 
New  York  NY  10017 

Please  send  a donation  to  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  (address 
below)  to  receive  this  monthly  newsletter.  This  pays  for  the  printing.  You 
will  also  receive  updates  of  the  status  of  my  case.  If  the  money  is 
available  for  printing,  we  will  publish  more  than  monthly. 

If  you  are  in  prison,  just  tell  us  and  we  will  put  you  on  the  mailing 
list.  Hust  please  send  one  stamp  each  month  for  postage. 

If  you  need  to  report  incidents  of  brutality  and  abuse  at  your  prison, 
please  write  up  the  facts  and  get  it  to  us  and  we  will  print  it. 

You  can  write  me  directly:  Eddie  Hatcher,  Central  Prison,  1300  Western 
Blvd.,  Raleigh  NC  27606,  or  if  you  are  in  prison,  write  to  me  at  the 
Defense  Committee. 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  2702,  Pembroke  NC  28372.  Phone: 
(910)  521-8850,  email:  thclark@etinternet.net. 
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Date:  Mon,  22  Nov  1999  20:16:24  GMT 
From:  flint_carrier@my-deja . com 

Sub j : Russell  Means  Accusses  AIM  Leader:  COMMENTARY 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


It  is  very  disheartening  to  see  the  investigation  into  Anna  Mae  Aquash's 
death  being  written  off  because  of  the  "likes  or  dislikes"  of  one  AIM  member 
or  another  by  the  individuals  posting  messages  over  the  net.  It  belittles 
the  life  of  our  sister  and  the  horrendous  way  she  died.  You  have  all 
allowed  your  personal  prejudices  to  obstruct  the  pleas  of  her  family  and 
friends  to  bring  closure  for  them  and  for  Anna  Mae's  spirit. 

This  isn't  about  Russell  Means  and  a movie,  nor  the  Bellecourts  and  their 
bravado,  it  isn't  about  you  and  it  isn't  about  me.  It  is  about  the  murder 
of  a strong  and  dedicated  woman  whose  light  was  snuffed  out  before  her  time 
and  bringing  those  to  justice  who  were  involved.  Now,  if  that  isn't  as 
important  to  you  as  taking  pot  shots  at  AIM,  no  matter  what  side  you  are  on, 

then  I suggest  you  all  check  your  priorities  in  this  life.  Have  you  all 

become  so  cynical  that  all  you  can  think  about  is  slamming  the  AIM  leaders 
and  not  what  is  really  at  issue?  Or  are  you  so  callous  that  the  life  of 
Anna  Mae  has  just  become  insignificant  in  light  of  your  own  agendas?  Either 

way,  you  need  to  reexamine  what  is  the  REAL  issue  and  begin  dealing  with 

that  and  THAT  ONLY! 

Either  support  this  investigation  or  get  off  the  subject,  since  you  are 
clouding  the  real  issue.  We  don't  really  care  who  was  involved  and  believe 
me  we  each  have  our  own  thoughts  on  this,  but  we  DO  care  about  having  those 
who  were  involved  arrested,  tried  by  a jury  and  convicted!!!  If  that  is 
something  that  you  can't  accept,  then  you  have  no  right  to  even  comment  on 
this,  for  you  are  not  looking  for  justice.  We  are  so  tired  of  the  selfish 
and  irresponsible  responses  we  have  seen  passed  over  the  Internet  recently 
that  we  are  beginning  to  wonder  if  those  involved  in  Anna  Mae's  death 
haven't  started  all  this  controversy  to  purposely  cloud  this  issue.  Can  you 
excuse  rape  and  murder  so  easily?  Then  think  about  what  you  have  become  in 
doing  so. 

Please,  let's  get  back  on  track.  This  is  about  Anna  Mae  and  justice.  If 
you  can  put  personal  feelings  aside  and  put  others  before  yourself,  we  may 
get  answers  to  this  crime  long,  long  overdue.  Again,  those  who  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  her  death  should  have  nothing  to  fear  and  should  welcome 
being  publicly  vindicated. 

Think  about  it.  Mitakuye  Oyasin,  Renee  Still  Day 

Everyone  has  made  this  into  their  own  personal  campaign  against  one  or  the 
other  of  the  AIM  leaders  and  you  have  made  it  petty  and  belittled  the  loss 
of  a strong  woman. 

THE  TRUTH  IS  OUT  THERE! 

The  Legend  unfolds ...  and  the  story  tells  itself... 
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Statement  About  FBI  Involvements 


On  Pine  Ridge  Reservation: 

P.O.  Box  2462 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87504 
November  1,  1999 

From:  William  F.  Muldrow 
Former  Director  (Retired) 

Rocky  Mountain  Regional  Office 
U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

I have  been  asked  to  make  a statement  with  regard  to  F.B.I. 
involvements  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  before  and  after 
the  shooting  of  two  agents  there  in  Dune  1975.  The  U.S.  Commission 
on  civil  rights  as  an  independent,  fact-finding  agency  of  the  Federal 
government,  exercises  its  responsibility  to  collect  and  study  information 
related  to  the  denial  of  civil  rights  and  make  recommendations  for 
corrective  action. 

A history  of  mistrust  of  the  FBI  for  the  traditional  Indian  people  was 
intensified  during  the  period  following  the  occupation  of  Wounded  Knee 
in  1973  when  over  500  indictments  resulted  in  dismissal  or  acquittal  due 
to  spurious  actions  by  the  FBI.  An  unprecedented  climate  of  fear  and 
terror  gripped  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  for  the  next  three  years,  due 
in  large  part  to  tensions  between  the  more  traditional  Indians  and  those 
who  were  more  politically,  or  governmentally,  oriented.  These  tensions 
were  exacerbated  during  the  regime  of  tribal  president  Dick  Wilson  and 
his  vigilante,  self -termed  "goon  squad."  During  this  period  there  were 
over  60  unsolved  murders  on  the  reservation  for  which  the  investigatory 
responsibility  lay  with  the  FBI. 

In  one  particular  incident  in  Wanblee,  a community  on  the  reservation 
of  more  traditional  Indian  people,  members  of  the  goon  squad  arrived 
to  shoot  up  the  town,  allegedly  in  retaliation  for  the  community's 
resistance  to  Wilson's  policies.  One  person  was  killed.  FBI  agents 
called  to  respond  from  their  headquarters  in  Rapid  City  allowed  the 
shooting  to  continue  the  entire  night,  stating  that  they  were  an 
investigatory,  not  an  enforcement  agency,  thus  heightening  the 
perception  on  the  reservation  that  the  FBI  had  no  sympathy  for 
traditional  Indian  people. 

It  was  in  this  climate  of  fear  and  tension  in  1976  that  the  two  FBI 
agents,  in  unmarked  cars  and  clad  in  civilian  clothes,  were  shot  in 
a firefight.  This  occurred  after  they  chased  a pick-up  truck  into  an 
isolated  homestead  that  contained  an  Indian  family  with  small  children, 
and  where  there  was  a nearby  encampment  of  American  Indian  Movement 
activists.  Doe  Stuntz,  an  Indian  in  the  compound,  was  also  killed  during 
the  shootout,  but  no  charges  or  arrests  were  ever  made  in  connection 
with  his  death. 

Following  the  shooting,  the  reservation  was  turned  upside  down  by 
the  more  than  300  combat-clad  FBI  agents,  armored  vehicles  and 
helicopters  that  were  sent  in  to  find  the  perpetrators . The  Commission 
on  Civil  Rights  immediately  began  to  receive  calls  from  reservation 
residents  regarding  abuses  by  the  FBI.  As  a Civil  Rights  Analyst  for 
the  Commission,  I was  sent  up  to  observe  and  report  on  the  happenings. 
Terror  reigned.  Roadblocks  were  set  up  and  all  vehicles  were  stopped 
and  searched.  There  were  reports  of  numerous  incidents  of  isolated 
farmhouses  being  surrounded  by  military  vehicles,  with  a helicopter 
overhead  and  the  occupants  ordered  by  megaphone  to  leave  their 
homes.  More  first-hand  accounts  told  of  agents  with  automatic 
weapons  breaking  down  doors  to  search  houses  without  warrants. 

In  the  period  which  followed  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  a Canadian  citizen, 
who  was  seen  as  a key  witness,  and  who  was  allegedly  threatened  and 
abused  by  the  FBI,  was  found  shot  to  death  and  her  body  dumped  in  a 
ravine.  An  FBI-ordered  autopsy  failed  to  reveal  the  large  bullet  wound  in 
the  back  of  her  head,  leading  to  more  criticism  of  the  FBI  and  their 
methods.  At  the  request  of  members  of  the  Canadian  parliament,  who 
were  upset  over  the  extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  United  States 


under  a false  affidavit,  and  the  alleged  mistreatment  of  one  of  its 
citizens,  the  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  sent  me  as  their  representative 
to  Canada  to  review  the  alleged  abuses  by  the  FBI  that  I have  described 
above . 

In  memoranda  to  the  U.S.  Dustice  Department,  the  U.S.  Commission 
on  Civil  Rights  reported  that  the  FBI  was  an  extraneous  force  on  the 
reservation  whose  agents  often  lacked  any  comprehensive  understanding 
of  Indian  culture  or  traditions.  It  was  noted  that  the  FBI's  actions  and 
investigations  were  seen  as  biased,  and  were  the  source  of  much  tension 
and  controversy.  The  Commission  recommended  that  the  FBI  be  relieved 
of  its  responsibility  to  investigate  felonies  on  the  reservation.  This 
recommendation  was  never  implemented. 
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Further  updates  will  be  provided  as  to  on-going  proceedings. 

RECENT  ARTICLE  READS: 

Russell  Means:  AIM  leader  ordered  1975  murder 
By  LEE  WILLIAMS 
Sioux  Falls  Argus  Leader 
published:  11/18/99 

Minutes  after  testifying  before  a federal  grand  jury  Wednesday,  Russell 
Means  walked  out  of  the  courthouse,  accused  a leader  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  of  ordering  a murder,  then  called  the  grand-jury  process 
a"sham. " 

Means  said  he  told  the  grand  jury,  originally  impaneled  to  hear 
unrelated  federal  cases,  that  the  AIM  leader  was  working  as  an  informant 
for  the  FBI  and  ordered  the  killing  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  in  1975. 

Because  federal  officials  have  not  named  the  AIM  leader  as  a suspect  in 
Aquash's  death,  and  because  the  Argus  Leader  was  not  able  to  contact  him, 
the  newspaper  decided  not  to  name  him  in  today's  editions. 

AIM  officials  have  always  maintained  that  the  FBI  orchestrated  the 
killing  of  Aquash.  Her  body  was  discovered  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 
in  1976.  No  one  was  ever  charged  with  her  slaying. 

Means  said  he  first  told  federal  authorities  of  his  allegations  in  Duly, 
and  that  no  action  was  taken  until  he  held  a press  conference  in  Denver. 
(Note : INFORMATION  SEEN  AT  THE  ABOVE  WEBSITE) 

"This  was  a sham.  It  was  only  done  to  pacify  me,  by  federal  authorities, 
because  they  are  intrinsically  involved,"  he  said  Wednesday. 

Means  said  authorities  know  who  the  "trigger  man"  was  in  Aquash's  death, 
and  that  he  gave  the  same  information  to  the  grand  jury. 

"I  am  convinced  that  the  federal  government  is  either  so  blatantly 
racist  or  involved  in  the  murder,"  he  said. 

He  believes  the  FBI's  COINTELPRO  counter  intelligence  program  of  the 
1970s  was  involved  in  the  murder. 


Under  Director  1.  Edgar  Hoover,  COINTELPRO  was  a program  designed  to 
infiltrate  groups  the  bureau  viewed  as  subversive.  Many  believe  that  AIM 
was  infiltrated  and  harassed  by  agents  of  this  now-defunct  program. 

After  speaking  to  the  media.  Means  said  he  was  going  to  the  offices  of 
Sen.  Tom  Daschle,  D-S.D.,  and  Sen.  Tim  lohnson,  D-S.D.,  to  ask  them  to 
open  an  investigation  into  COINTELPRO  activities.  (Note:  Video  of  Denver 
Press  conference  and  information  has  been  mailed  to  the  Senator's  - 
Available  to  the  public  upon  request)  See  above  website 

Means  reiterated  that  an  AIM  leader  worked  as  an  informant  for  the  FBI, 
and  that  the  leader  ordered  Aquash's  murder  because  she  found  out  he  was 
working  as  an  informant. 

"If  in  fact  the  federal  government  sanctioned  the  murder,  my  life  and  my 
informant's  life  are  at  risk,"  Means  said.  "All  involved  are  at  risk." 

Means  said  he  waited  until  now  to  make  his  allegations  known  because  he 
was  just  told  of  the  allegations  in  April.  He  said  he  was  told  by  a person 
who  had  the  house  from  which  Aquash  was  kidnapped  shortly  before  she  was 
killed . 

Means  said  he  received  direct  evidence  of  the  AIM  leader's  involvement 
from  a person  who  was  present  when  the  execution  order  was  given. 

Means  hopes  that  his  testimony  will  bring  closure  to  the  case.  He  said 
his  initial  reason  for  bringing  the  allegations  was  to  see  results. 

He  said  he  is  disappointed  that  he  was  the  only  witness  called  before 
the  grand  jury  to  testify  in  this  case.  (Note:  No  further  comment  can  be 
made  at  this  time) 

U.S.  Attorney  Ted  McBride  said  that  while  federal  law  prohibits 
prosecutors  from  talking  about  grand-jury  proceedings,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a witness,  like  Means,  from  making  a statement. 

McBridewould  not  comment  on  the  case. 

Under  the  federal-court  system,  a grand  jury  can  be  used  to  investigate 
the  facts  of  a case  or  to  bring  an  indictment. 

While  a grand  jury  hears  cases  for  only  a limited  period  of  months,  some 
cases  can  span  decades,  McBride  said.  If  needed,  a new  grand  jury  can  be 
presented  with  transcripts  of  former  jury  testimony  or  hear  new  witnesses, 
he  said. 

"Some  cases  can  go  on  for  years,"  he  said. 

A charge  of  murder  has  no  statute  of  limitations,  McBride  said. 

Means,  who  maintains  homes  in  South  Dakota  and  Santa  Monica,  Calif., 
said  he  has  a movie-production  company  that  is  planning  a fictionalized 
story  in  which  the  female  lead  character  is  named  Anna  Mae. "It's  my  ode  to 
her,"  he  said. 

The  movie,  which  begins  principal  production  in  April,  will  star  Means 
and  several  members  of  his  immediate  family. 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  Campaign"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Nov  1999  13:33:39  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : URGENT  CALL  TO  ACTION 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

NATIONAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  MONTH 
LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH 

URGENT  CALL  TO  ACTION  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER!!!!!! 

Please  join  with  us  to  stand  for  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and 
freedom  for  Native  American  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  as  we  wrap 
up  the  November  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  Campaign.  Clinton  has 
declared  November  to  be  Native  American  Heritage  Month  and  we  are  holding 
him  to  his  word  by  pressuring  him  to  release  Leonard  Peltier  this  year. 
Since  November  1st  we  have  been  carrying  out  a campaign  to  bring  awareness 
to  the  case  and  to  issues  facing  all  Indigenous  Peoples,  loin  us  this 
Thanksgiving  to  pay  respect  o the  Native  Peoples  of  this  land  and  to  remind 


the  public  that  injustices  against  Native  Americans  continue  today.  Let's 
make  the  end  of  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month  really  count! 


Tuesday  November  23,  1999 

WOMEN  FOR  JUSTICE  - LAFAYETTE  SQUARE-WASHINGTON  DC 
10:00  a. m.  - 4 p.m. 

Indigenous  women  demand  Leonard  Peltier's  release.  Women  have  always  been  a 
constant  and  important  part  of  the  struggle  for  Indigenous  rights,  but  all 
too  often  the  vital  roles  which  they  have  played  and  continue  to  play  is 
ignored  and  underestimated.  Come  listen  to  well  respected  women  activists 
as  they  speak  out  about  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  issues  facing 
Indigenous  Peoples.  Speakers  include  lean  Ann  Day,  lennifer  Harbury,  Pemina 
Yellow  Bird,  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  Pam  Africa,  and  Deborah  Peebles.  Special 
cultural  presentation  in  honor  of  women  and  children  will  be  presented  by 
Deer  Chaser,  Wayquay,  and  the  Colorado  Sisters. 

Wednesday  November  24,  1999 

CALL  TO  ALL  DRUMS!  GATHERING  OF  DRUMS 
10:00  a.m  - 4 p.m. 

The  drum  is  the  heartbeat  of  Indigenous  cultures  everywhere.  All  drummers 
and  singers  are  invited  to  join  us  during  the  gathering  of  the  drums  - 
demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

Thursday,  November  25,  1999 

CLOSING  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  MONTH 

5p.m.  - 8 p.m.  Vigil  and  closing  prayer  ceremony 

As  we  all  know,  November  25th  is  Thanksgiving  Day.  According  to  historical 
accounts,  the  first  Thanksgiving  was  held  by  the  Pilgrims  to  give  thanks  to 
God  for  their  very  survival  in  North  America.  They  had  been  saved  from 
starvation  by  kindly  Native  Americans  who  taught  them  how  to  survive  in  the 
new  lands..  The  Pilgrims,  in  turn,  thanked  the  Lord  and  then  proceeded  to 
expand  their  claims  on  the  land  which  continue  to  this  day.  Leonard  Peltier 
is  but  one  more  of  the  most  recent  victims  of  this  invasion.  As  people  sit 
down  to  their  dinners  this  year  with  family  and  friends,  we  ask  them  to 
think  carefully  about  the  treatment  of  all  Native  Americans  and  in 
particular  about  Leonard  Peltier,  who  is  again  spending  another  holiday 
without  his  family  and  friends. 
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Original  Message 

Date:  Thursday,  November  18,  1999  1:04  PM 
From:  30HN  C.  STEINBACH  <jsteinbach@igc.org> 

Sub j : Elders  for  Leonard 

Elders  for  Leonard  Peltier 
Noon,  Saturday,  November  20,  1999 
Lafayette  Park/White  House 

Elders  for  Leonard  has  been  organized  by  the  Gray  Panthers  of  Metro 
Washington  in  response  to  a call  for  action  from  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  for  a month  of  action  in  Washington,  D.C.,  demanding 
the  release  of  Native  American  activist  and  political  prisoner  Leonard 
Peltier. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  a Native  American  leader  who  has  been  unjustly 
incarcerated  by  the  United  States  government  for  23  years.  Critical 
ballistic  evidence  establishing  his  innocence  was  withheld  from  the 
defense  and  witnesses  were  terrorized  into  giving  false  testimonies 
against  him.  Amnesty  International  has  recognized  him  as  a political 
prisoner,  and  demanded  his  immediate  and  unconditional  release.  Human 
rights  organizations  world-wide  recognize  Leonard  Peltier  as  the  symbol 
of  Indigenous  Rights,  and  through  the  U.N.  and  numerous  other  governing 
bodies  have  passed  resolutions  in  support  of  his  freedom.  Detained  23 
years,  with  failing  health,  he  deserves  his  immediate  freedom  from  this 
cruel  and  arbitrary  miscarriage  of  justice.  "Leonard  Peltier  is  part  of 
a long  history  of  Americans  jailed  on  false  charges,  the  real  reason 
being  their  defiance  of  the  government,  their  persistent  battle  for 
equal  rights  that  demand  this  country  live  up  to  its  promise  of  genuine 
democracy.  Every  day  that  he  has  been  imprisoned  has  shamed  us  before 
the  world,  and  the  time  is  long  overdue  to  set  him  free,"  said  Howard 
Zinn,  author  of  A Peoples'  History  of  the  United  States. 

Speakers  List  (In  Formation) 

+ Carter  Camp-  Founding  Member  of  American  Indian  Movement 
+ Louise  Franklin-Ramirez-  Women  Strike  for  Peace 
+ Walda  Katz-Fishman-  Project  South  & Comm.  Indigenous  Solidarity 
+ Nia  Kuumba-  Mothers  On  The  Move  Spiritually(MOMS) 

+ Ellen  Thomas-  Proposition  1 Campaign 
+ Abe  Bloom-  Gray  Panthers  Montgomery  County 
+ Dave  Chief-  Pine  Ridge  Spiritual  Leader 
+ Marilyn  Preston  Killingham-  Republic  of  New  Africa 
+ Ayo  Handy-  Director,  African  American  Holiday  Association 

Contact  3ohn  Steinbach,  Gray  Panthers  of  Metro  Washington 
703-369-7427  < j steinbach@igc . org> 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Nov  1999  19:41:37  -0480 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 


incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 
Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 
contact . 

USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system. 

>From  Kim  Foltz,  the  prisoners'  site  designer: 

Please  go  through  this  website's  pages,  look  over  their  pen  pal 
applications.  Look  at  their  photos, 

read  about  the  individual  person  and  their  interests.  Go  to  the  artwork 
page  and  view  their  beautiful  drawings. 

I hope  very  soon  to  have  additional  artwork,  as  well  as  stories,  poems  and 
other  writings  to  share  with  you. 

After  reading  the  applications  and  viewing  the  artwork,  take  the  time  to 
write  to  one  or  more.  Remember  them  at  their  birthdays,  Christmas,  and 
other  holidays  with  a card.  From  my  own  correspondence  with  them 
I know  how  appreciative  they  will  be,  and  I can  assure  you  the  benefit 
will  be  enormous  to  them  --  and  to  you. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

My  thanks  to  Kim  for  all  her  hard  work  getting  this  site  up  --  and  to  the 
prisoners  who  were  willing  to  share  their  photos,  words,  and  artwork, 
lanet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Nov  1999  19:59:50  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  128 


Mailing  List: 


NAT- FILM  <NAT- FI LM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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TO  HELEN  HUNT. 


The  birds  must  know.  Who  wisely  sings. 
Will  sing  as  they." 


She  must  have  known.  On  angel  wings. 

She  sings  as  they. 

Her  sweet,  sad  voice  still  fondly  rings 
In  memory. 

To  California's  shores  she  came. 

Kindness  at  heart. 

From  mouled  rank  or  common  fame. 

She  stood  apart. 

Where  quaint  Ventura's  lonely  strand 
Resists  the  foam. 

She  pauses,  christens  the  fair  land- 
RAMONA'S  home. 

Sweet  Helen  Hunt!  In  myriad  bowers 
Birds  sing  for  thee. 

And,  wand 'ring  'mongst  the  sweet  wild  flowers. 
Thy  face  we  see. 

Her  Colorado's  mountain  crests 
Rev 'rent,  we  view. 

Upon  the  splendid  couch  she  rests 
Nearer  Heaven's  blue. 

Hark!  the  joyous  anthems  ringing 
All  through  the  skies; 

Evermore  her  pure  voice  singing 
God's  melodies. 

HARRY  E.  BURGESS. 

Santa  Monica,  Cal. 


A BASE  FABRICATION. 


The  boys  and  girls  that  are  "outing"  for  an  eastern  school  do  not  get 
the  money  they  earn.  The  money  is  kept  for  them  at  the  school.  This  is 
fine. -[The  Indian  Mission,  (Catholic),  Banning,  California. 

We  print  the  above  that  all  Carlisle  students,  past  and  present,  may 
see  just  how  unmitigated  a liar  the  Catholic  priest  is,  who  says,  writes 
and  prints  such  whole-cloth  fabrications. 

Every  Carlisle  student  knows  that  he  always  got  every  cent  he  ever 
earned,  and  that  in  many  cases  where  the  earnings  were  material,  what  he 
had  earned  was  made  to  earn  more  for  him  through  being  at  interest  under 
the  methods  provided  at  the  school. 


HORRIBLE  INDIAN  DANCES  STILL  PRACTICED. 


A letter  from  a person  now  among  the  Pueblo  Indians,  gives  such  a 
description  of  a snake  dance  recently  witnessed,  that  a reporter's 
interview  with  Mrs.  Alice  Bennett,  a few  months  ago,  published  in  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner  is  brought  vividly  to  mind. 


Mrs.  Bennett,  says  the  Examiner , has  given  several  years  and  a good 
share  of  an  inherited  private  fortune  to  an  attempted  amelioration  of 
the  lot  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  southern  California  and  Arizona.  She 
was  a personal  friend  of  the  late  Helen  Hunt  lackson,  and 

[ photo  w/caption: 

Snake  Dance,  as  Practiced 
by  some  Pueblo  Tribes  near 
Santa  Fe  Route,  in  New  Mexico.] 

on  the  death  of  the  famous  author  Mrs.  Bennett  took  up  Mrs.  Jackson's 
work  of  showing  the  injustice  of  the  government's  dealings  with  the 
western  Indians. 

The  article  is  too  long  to  print  all,  but  what  she  says  of  the  Pueblo 
dances,  having  been  nearly  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  personal 
friends  who  have  lived  among  these  Indians,  we  print,  to  show,  as  she 
says,  that  "the  most  crying  need  among  the  Indians  of  the  Southwest,  is 
restriction  of  their  abominable  dances,  which  are  - I blush  to  say  - 
encouraged  by  the  white  people." 

In  the  semitropic  regions  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  the  Indians  dance 
much  more  fanatically  and  often  than  their  red  brothers  do  in  the  colder 
regions.  Every  Indian  outrage  in  the  Territories  during  the  last  dozen 
years  may  be  traced  to  some  idea  or  superstition  or 
fascination  born  during  a tribal  dance.  The 
[continued  on  last  page.] 
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Ignacia  Casto,  who  went  home  to  Carlifornia  on  account  of  a diseased 
ankle,  has  had  his  leg  amputated  at  the  County  Hospital,  San  Jacinto, 
California.  He  has  suffered  greatly  with  it,  but  now  it  is  hoped  he 
will  soon  get  well. 

Rev.  Francis  A.  Strough  of  Little  Falls,  N.Y.,  entertained  the  student 
body  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings  with  stereopticon  views.  His 
first  lecture  was  on  "The  Modern  Prodigal  Son"  picturing  the  temptations 
and  pitfalls  which  confront  a young  man  when  he  starts  out  in  life.  The 
last  was  on  "Our  New  Possessions,  with  views  from  Cuba,  Hawaii  and  the 
Philippines . 

A teacher  in  Dauphin  Co.,  Miss  Hoy,  interested  her  pupils  in  the 
HELPER  to  the  extent  that  quite  a number  of  them  subscribed.  There  is 
no  better  way  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  the  growing  youth  of  our 
country  the  true  status  of  the  rising  Indian,  and  to  "instill"  OUT  of 


their  heads  the  blood-and-thunder , bepainted,  befeathered  savage,  so 
frequently  exhibited  to  excited  crowds  as  the  real  Indian,  than  by 
interesting  them  in  the  plain  little  HELPER,  which  gives  the  Indian  his 
just  due,  and  thus  Helps. 

The  Printers  are  playing  no  mean  football,  and  have  shown  that  they 
have  not  only  the  bodies  but  the  brains  to  win.  They  played  the  Tailors 
on  the  28th  of  October,  winning  by  a score  of  5-0.  Last  Saturday  they 
played  the  Gardner's  sons  - Carpenters,  and  won  by  a score  of  6-5. 
Tomorrow  they  play  the  Kemp  students  - Harness  makers,  the  results  of 
which  we  await  with  curiosity.  It  is  too  bad  that  the  shop  boys  stood 
in  their  own  light,  and  by  not  stopping  when  the  workbell  rings  - the 
FIRST  bell,  caused  orders  to  be  issued  to  have  these  interesting  and 
very  profitable  games  ended.  Some  calves  always  WILL  take  enough  rope 
to  strangle  themselves  if  a little  liberty  of  string  is  given.  Too  bad! 
Who  ARE  the  calves?  It  is  said  there  will  be  no  more  playing  this  year 
between  shops. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Dagenett,  '91,  who  is  attending  Eastman  at 
Poughkeepsie,  speaks  of  the  school  in  high  praise.  He  has  found  it  all 
he  expected  and  more.  He  says:  "From  the  time  one  enters  he  is  kept 
ever  mindful  of  the  words  of  Smiles  - 'self-help.'  The  object  of  the 
whole  institution  seems  to  be  individuality.  It  is  simply  a question  of 
merit.  The  millionaire's  son  and  the  country  plowboy  must  travel  the 
same  road  and  by  the  same  vehicle  - 'self-help.'  The  dose  is  pretty 
hard  for  many  to  take,  but  the  effect  is  excellent."  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dagenett  expect  to  witness  the  Princeton-Indian  game  at  New  York 
tomorrow. 

Mr.  Thompson  reports  the  game  at  Utica,  N.Y.,  last  Saturday,  as  very 
satisfactory.  Our  boys  won  by  a score  of  32-0.  They  were  treated  as 
gentlemen,  and  the  praise  of  the  boys  regarding  Hamilton  College  and  the 
surroundings  are  profuse.  Congressman  Sherman,  of  the  Indian  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a number  of  friends  witnessed  the 
game.  He  was  very  enthusiastic  over  "our  boys"  as  he  called  them. 
Leander  Gansworth,  '96,  who  is  on  the  Booneville  Herald,  as  printer, 
also  was  there.  He  is  looking  in  splendid  health  all  say,  and  is 
getting  on  well. 

Joseph  Denomie,  who  has  been  home  for  some  time  was  not  well  for  over 
seven  months  and  did  not  work,  but  he  has  regained  his  health  and  is 
happy  in  that  he  has  a "good  job"  he  says.  He  is  full  of  gratitude  to 
the  doctor  to  whom  he  believes  he  owes  his  life.  He  was  ill  in  Chicago, 
last  year,  when  the  boys  played  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  "how  I 
wanted  to  see  that  game!  But  I could  not  turn  my  head  at  that  time." 

Any  one  who  knows  the  address  of  Miss  Julia  V.A.  Henry,  formerly  a 
student  of  Wilson  College,  Chambersburg,  and  daughter  of  a foreign 
missionary,  will  confer  a favor  on  the  HELPER  by  sending  us  the  same. 

The  Indian  Advance,  published  at  the  Carson  Indian  School,  Nevada,  is 
a six  page  monthly,  neatly  printed  and  full  of  interesting  news. 

Pick  out  your  favorite  contestant  for  the  twenty-five  dollar  prize  and 
give  him  or  her  a lift  of  at  least  ONE  new  name.  You  do  not  know  any  of 
them?  Do  as  the  first  lot  of  Indians  did  who  came  to  us  twenty  years 
ago  in  blankets  and  feathers.  They  had  no  English  names,  and  their 
Indian  appellations  were  such  ponderous  "tongue-twisters"  that  is  was 
found  necessary  to  give  them  common  first  names;  so,  Peter,  Robert, 
Lewis,  and  a long  list  of  such  names  were  written  upon  the  board,  and 
the  blanketed  student  was  requested  to  select.  He  could  not  read,  so 
took  what  seemed  to  him  the  most  picturesque  in  long  tailed  letters. 

Our  readers  might  do  the  same.  Select  the  name  which  has  the  most 
attraction.  Never  mind  whether  Indian  or  not.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell  from  the  list  whether  they  are  Indian  or  not,  and  that  is  what 
Carlisle  is  trying  to  do  in  the  general  civilization  of  the  tribes;  we 
wish  to  mix  up  individuals  in  the  general  population  and  business 
interests  of  the  country  so  that  they  will  no  longer  be  identified  as 
INDIANS  and  a peculiar  people.  Now  VOTE!  See  list  of  those  who  have 
sent  in  over  fifty,  last  page. 
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A fine  "spell  of  weather." 

Dress  parade  on  Wednesday  evening. 

Election  is  over,  and  the  next  day  it  didn't  rain. 

Mr.  Snyder,  master  tailor,  spent  a day  in  Lewistown. 

Mr.  Elmer  Simon  has  gone  to  Michigan  on  school  business. 

Mr.  Beitzel,  Major  Pratt's  chief  financial  clerk,  is  taking  a short 
vacation . 

"Gingin"  Eastman  looks  like  Little  Red  Ridinghood  in  her  pretty  new 
cloak. 

Miss  Campbell  is  having  a good  time  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  visiting  friends 
and  relatives. 

Who  is  it  that  says  "eter-NUTTY",  for  eternity,  in  his  singing?  And 
"evul"  for  evil? 

We  play  Princeton  in  New  York,  tomorrow,  and  everybody  is  anxious,  but 
full  of  hopes. 

Mrs.  Forster,  of  Harrisburg,  has  been  a guest  of  her  daughter,  our 
teacher  of  art,  for  a few  days. 

Miss  Ely  is  receiving  letters  from  a number  of  her  friends  wanting  her 
photograph,  "right  quick." 

Major  Pratt  gave  a stirring  and  interesting  talk  Saturday  evening, 
pointing  out  the  way  to  success. 

Coach  Warner  is  getting  his  football  boys  down  to  some  pretty  snappy 
practice  these  evenings. 

Mr.  Standing  is  in  attendance  upon  the  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Friends,  and  is  taking  a part  of  his  annual  leave. 

Two  of  the  hounds  that  were  raised  at  the  near  farm  have  come  up  to 
the  school,  and  will  be  Major's  special  friends. 

The  Shoemakers  and  Blacksmiths  had  a game  of  football  on  the  athletic 
field  last  Saturday,  the  former  winning  by  10-0. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mosser,  pastor  of  the  William  E.  Allison  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Carlisle,  preached  to  us  Sunday  afternoon. 

Mrs.  and  Miss  Chester,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  are  here  for  a week,  the 
latter  to  rest  from  clerical  work  in  the  Bureau  of  Education. 

S.  Kendall  Paul  is  the  happy  recipient  of  his  diploma,  earned  during 
the  summer  at  the  university  of  Philadelphia  for  a course  in 
stenography. 

Dr.  Eastman  went  to  Washington  during  the  week  on  business,  and  taking 
a heavy  cold  was  bedfast  there.  He  soon  got  better  and  returned 
Thursday . 

Tonight  Mrs.  Dorsett  and  some  one  in  Miss  Campbell's  place  will  attend 
the  Invincible  society;  Miss  Cochran  and  Miss  Weekley  the  Standards  and 
Mrs.  Cook  and  Miss  Wood  the  Susans. 

In  the  Haskell  Leader  we  see  that  Miss  Stanton,  our  old  teacher  from 
whom  we  have  not  heard  for  a long  time,  attended  an  afternoon  service 
there  recently,  showing  that  she  still  is. 

The  school  gave  a good  exhibition  on  Thursday  night,  but  where  is  all 
the  spectacular?  From  elaborately  trimmed  stage  to  perfectly  plain 
rostrum  is  quite  a come  down.  There  were  several  excellent  numbers  on 
the  program.  Celinda  King  played  her  first  piano  solo  in  public,  and  it 
was  well  received. 

The  pupils  of  Number  12  schoolroom,  Mrs.  Cook,  teacher,  have  organized 
their  debating  society  with  Grace  Warren  as  president,  Ulysses  Ferris, 
vice-president  and  Harold  Parker,  Secretary. 

We  learn  that  Miss  Miles'  father,  whom  she  crossed  the  continent  to 
see,  died  recently,  and  she  has  the  sympathy  of  many  friends  at  the 
school.  Miss  Miles  is  expected  to  arrive  from  Oregon  in  a few  hours. 

Mr.  Thompson's  house  is  getting  a much  needed  coat  of  paint.  Mr. 
Standing's  was  painted,  also,  during  the  week.  There  are  other  places 
needing  freshening  up,  but  will  come  in,  in  their  turn. 

Miss  Flora  Campbell,  '94,  now  at  Sitka,  gives  evidence  of  renewed 
interest  in  her  Alma  Mater  by  subscribing  for  Red  Man  and  HELPER. 

The  Carlisle  Fortnightly  Literary  Club  of  Women  met  in  Mrs.  Pratt's 
parlor  on  Friday  night.  Mrs.  Pratt  is  in  Pittsburg,  this  week,  in 
attendance  upon  the  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  as  a delegate 
from  the  Fortnightly. 


Mr.  George  Connor,  of  London,  England  and  a prominent  long-distance 
runner,  who  for  three  years  was  with  the  Chicago  Athletic  Club  and  for 
three  years  with  Cornell,  is  now  with  us  as  specialist  in  physical 
training  for  the  football  boys. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  and  the  King's  Daughters  whose  names  were  given  last 
week,  who  attended  the  State  Convention  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association  at  Williamsport,  report  having  had  a very  pleasant  time, 
although  the  weather  was  anything  but  agreeable.  The  statment  last  week 
that  it  was  a King's  Daughters'  Convention  was  in  error. 

The  Band  Concert  which  was  postponed  on  Account  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
Wile,  will  be  given  in  the  Opera  House,  Carlisle,  November  22nd. 

William  Paris  Chambers,  one  of  the  finest  cornetists  known  will  play 
several  solos.  Any  one  who  has  heard  this  artist  once  would  pay  almost 
any  price  to  hear  him  again,  and  those  who  have  not  heard  him  will  miss 
a great  treat  if  they  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity. 
Admission,  25,  35  and  50  cents. 

The  same  old  story:  The  girls  as  a battalion  march  out  of  Assembly 
Hall  in  better  step  than  do  the  boys,  especially  when  the  band  plays 
them  out.  When  200  boys  keep  very  good  step,  showing  splendid  character 
and  interest,  it  is  too  bad  to  have  their  marching  spoiled  by  another 
hundred  scattered  in  the  various  companies,  who  are  too  tired  (?)  to 
bring  their  feet  down  in  time.  There  is  more  character  in  a man's  walk 
than  people  think. 

Miss  Mary  P.  Jayne,  who  is  living  at  the  little  mission  home  among  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoes,  speaks  in  a recent  letter  of  the  appreciation  by 
the  missionaries  of  the  work  of  Carlisle.  She  says  "Quite  a number  of 
your  old  students  are  among  us,  and  some  are  doing  admirably.  William 
Little  Elk  is  an  earnest,  faithful  Christian,  a leader  of  his  people, 
and  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  church  here."  She  says  many  of  the  callers 
at  the  mission  are  returned  students  and  all  enjoy  the  HELPER,  which  is 
filed  for  future  use. 
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Pueblo  Indians  dance  for  sunshine,  good  crops  and  health.  They  dance 
for  rain  and  dance  for  clear  skies.  If  there  is  a flood  after  they  have 
danced  for  a rain  the  Great  Spirit  is  angry,  and  the  medicine  men  cast 
about  the  tribe  for  some  one  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the 
weather.  Then  comes  another  outrage. 

Many  an  Indian  dance  has  been  started  by  the  money  of  a lot  of  cowboys 
and  curious  sightseers  in  a pueblo,  who  wishes  to  see  the  excited 
Indians,  the  shameless  nudity  of  the  dancers  of  both  sexes  and  to  have 
something  exciting  to  break  the  monotony  of  life  on  the  alkali  plains. 


OUR  PERRY  COUNTY  FRIENDS  LIKE  THE  BAND. 


The  Perry  County  Democrat  says  of  the  Indian  Band's  recent  visit  to 
New  Bloomfield: 

The  Indian  Band  arrived  overland  from  Carlisle  about  9 o'clock  and 
gave  an  open-air  concert  at  noon  from  the  spacious  grand  stand  which  had 
been  erected  on  the  square.  The  music  of  this  famous  band,  one  of  the 
foremost  in  the  United  States,  was  simply  exquisite.  Many  of  the 
numbers  rendered,  though  difficult  of  execution,  were  given  with  an 
artistic  grace  and  beauty  of  melody  which  excited  the  admiration  of 
every  lover  of  music. 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM  STANFORD. 


Donald  Campbell,  who  when  he  lived  at  Carlisle  was  a small  boy,  and 
who  is  now  a student  in  the  great  Leland  Stanford  University, 

California,  sends  congratulations  to  the  football  boys.  "The  score  with 
Pennsylvania  was  fine  and  shows  what  perseverance  will  do." 

He  says  he  is  enjoying  his  university  life.  "Stanford  is  a great 
institution  and  if  growing  greater  every  day." 


EVERY  BODY  VOTE. 


Those  in  the  twenty-five  dollar  contest  who  have  sent  in  fifty  or  more 
names  are  Miss  Mary  Shields,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Master  Irving  F.  Merril, 

Dr.,  Moore  Station,  Pa.,  Jacob  Rhule,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  George  Muscoe,  at 
the  school,  Howard  Gansworth,  Princeton  University,  N.J.,  and  Palageia 
Tutikoff,  Emigsville,  Pa.  We  give  the  names  thinking  that  they  may  have 
friends  among  the  subscribers  who  would  like  to  help  them  by  sending 
subscriptions  to  be  placed  to  their  credit. 

There  are  several  other  contestants  having  less  than  fifty,  whose 
names  will  be  placed  in  the  fifty  list  as  soon  as  they  send  in  that 
number.  There  is  plenty  of  time  yet  to  begin  at  the  very  start  and  get 
ahead  of  the  one  having  the  largest  list.  We  do  not  give  numbers, 
feeling  that  it  is  more  fair  all  around  not  to.  Let  each  subscriber 
pick  out  his  or  her  contestant  and  send  us  a list  of  names  at  once  to  be 
credited  to  ONE  contestant,  whether  known  to  subscriber  or  not.  Some  of 
the  contestants  are  Indians  and  some  are  not.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
is  just  as  anxious  for  one  to  get  the  prize  as  for  another,  having  no 
favorites.  Reader,  whom  do  YOU  wish  to  win?  Show  it  by  giving  him  a 
vote!  Two-cent  stamps  are  acceptable  in  small  amounts.  Five  two  cent 
stamps  with  name  and  address  will  constitute  a VOTE  for  the  contestant 
designated.  Each  subscriber  is  entitled  to  any  number  of  votes,  if 
subscription  price,  10  cents,  accompanies  every  name. 


Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 
Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  won  16-5. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge; lost,  22-10. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica;  won,  32-0. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York. 

Nov.  18,  University  of  Maryland  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  10  letters. 

My  7,  8,  3,  4 is  a gentle  animal. 

My  6,  2,  7,  5 is  something  good  for  students  to  follow. 

My  1,  6,  5,  8,  3 is  a valuable  product  of  the  farm. 

My  4,  5,  8,  6 is  a wild  quadruped  hunted  by  Indians  and  after  whom 

some  Indians  are  named. 

My  9,  8,  3,  5 is  what  every  boy  and  girl  owns. 

My  10,  6,  5,  8,  3 is  what  sleepy  persons  have  sometimes. 

My  6,  2,  3 is  a high  spirited  mischiefmaker . 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  a valley  that  several  thousand  Indians  know. 
It  is  also  the  name  of  a county  in  Pennsylvania  and  an  American  river. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Storm  Doors. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  go  to 
http://www.epix.net/~landis . 

"RE : Navajo  PD  & Thanksgiving"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Nov  1999  17:04:21  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 


Sub j : Navajo  PD  & Thanksgiving 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Thanksgiving  is  a lonely  and  busy  time  for  police  officers.  The  Navajo 
Police  are  no  exception,  the  land  is  large,  vast  and  if  you  go  anywhere 
you  have  to  travel  miles  and  miles  of  road  to  get  there. 

During  the  holidays  things  get  busy,  officers  get  dressed  in  sand  brown 
uniforms  putting  on  green  downfilled  jackets  and  check  their  police  units 
to  cover  the  full  range  of  things  that  might  come  up.  There  sergeant 
stripes  on  mine,  this  was  my  crew  on  tonite.  There  is  always  the  dark  side 
of  the  hoidays  that  is  inevitable,  it  can  not  be  avoided. 

The  police  call  for  car  accidents  with  injury  is  962,  and  those 
involving  fatalities  are  963' s.  Such  a call  requires  speed,  a cool  head 
and  quick  action  on  the  part  of  everyone. 

Officer  Capitine  was  coming  to  graveyard  shift  from  Gallup  along  highway 
264,  it  connects  Window  Rock  to  Gallup  running  East.  She  usually  drives  in 
a little  early,  this  is  so  with  all  officers  so  they  can  gas  up  and  find 
out  from  the  prior  shift  what  happened  earlier  in  the  evening. 

Three  officers,  a sergeant  were  coming  on  and  were  at  the  station 
looking  at  the  radio  log,  and  having  a coffee  with  those  from  swing  shift. 
Officers  stand  around  the  radio  room,  checking  on  the  outlying  officers  at 
the  remote  substations  far  off.  Officers  like  Sgt.  Wilfred  Tahy,  Ed 
Cadmman,  Anderson  Six.  Sgt  Tahy  is  one  the  sources  for  Tony  Hillerman's 
characters,  he  is  Dim  Chee  in  many  ways.  But  tonight  he  is  a sentinal  far 
off  working  the  roads  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Officer  Capitine  was  coming  in  her  truck  when  she  saw  alot  of  lights  and 
cars  parked  by  the  road  just  East  of  Window  Rock,  as  she  slowed  she  could 
see  that  the  road  was  spotted  with  red,  and  thought  of  stopping  but 
realized  she  had  no  phone  and  sped  up  and  took  off  to  get  to  the  station 
five  miles  away. 

There  had  been  an  accident  of  some  sort  there  and  it  did  not  look  good 
at  all.  There  were  many  cars  and  the  thought  of  fatalities  and  injury  on 
this  nite  of  all  nites  was  not  a good  thought.  Someone  somewhere  would  be 
getting  a visit  by  morning  about  what  was  going  on  there. 

The  coffee  was  hot  and  the  talk  easy  when  Officer  Capitine  ran  into  the 
station.  She  blurted  out  that  there  was  a 962  possible  963  just  East  about 
five  miles,  that  it  just  happenedn.  Everyone  from  both  shifts  dropped 
their  coffee  and  talk  and  went  to  their  vehicles.  The  prisoners  in  the 
holding  cells  heard  the  sound  of  sirens  rushing  off. 

It  just  so  happened  that  Robert  Nez  and  his  ambulance  were  gassing  up  at 
the  motor  pool  just  a little  ways  away,  and  dispatcher  Smiley  told  them 
about  the  call.  They  were  on  the  road  and  looking  in  the  rear  view  mirror, 
their  ambulance  lights  were  flashing  following  us  as  we  went  to  the  scene. 

There  is  a feeling  you  get  when  you  have  to  deal  with  such  things,  your 
blood  begins  to  rush,  and  you  think  about  the  possibilities  of  what  you 
will  find.  You  peer  down  the  dark  road  ahead  with  the  red  and  blue  lights 
reflecting  off  the  sagebrush.  Questions  float  in  the  air,  let  me  be  ready 
and  provide  what  I can  and  let  it  not  be  too  bad,  maybe  just  a scratch. 

But  you  push  them  aside  and  get  on  the  radio  and  find  out  where  everyone 
is . 

As  if  in  slow  motion  you  begin  to  see  the  scene  usually  there  are  cars 
and  trucks  parked  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  people  standing  around.  As 
we  got  there  we  could  see  the  crimson  colored  road  and  the  lights 
reflecting  off  twisted  metal  made  this  one  look  pretty  bad.  It  was  going 
to  be  one  of  those  long  nights. 

There  is  comradeship  between  officers,  you  learn  who  does  well  at 
certain  things,  the  crew  we  had  were  good  and  went  to  lay  flares,  control 
traffic  and  look  to  preserve  evidence.  Even  in  the  midst  of  such  turmoil 
there  is  a need  to  mark  and  identify  skid  marks,  articles  found  and  so  on. 

The  ambulance  was  right  behind  and  stopped,  and  then  backed  up  to  where 
it  looked  like  where  everyone  was  gathered.  Calling  in  to  dispatch,  we  are 
10-97,  we  have  arrived.  Robert  and  his  crew  took  out  the  backboards  and 
their  first  aid  kits  and  we  ran  over  to  the  side  of  the  road  where  a small 
group  of  people  were  standing. 


They  looked  at  us  and  did  not  say  a thing.  A couple  of  them  were  holding 
knives  and  we  stopped  and  looked  at  them  looking  at  us.  What  is  going  on 
here,  some  gang  fight,  an  argument  involving  weapons,  a party  that  went 
violent.  We  stood  there,  with  the  EMT's  and  the  wild  looking  bunch 
standing  by  the  bed  of  a pickup. 

Some  had  parked  so  their  headlights  pointed  to  the  scene,  but  the 
shadows  hid  what  we  were  looking  to  see.  An  old  man  stepped  forward 
wiping  the  red  from  a large  knife  and  said,  Ha  Iitlah'  Ni?  What  do  you 
want?.  Looking  at  him,  there  was  blood  on  him  and  he  pointed  to  the  dark 
shadows  with  his  knife.  Robert  stepped  forward  to  take  a look,  but  we 
stopped  him.  The  people  with  the  knives  began  to  laugh,  we  thought  they 
must  be  drunk,  taking  delight  in  the  things  they  had  done.  It  was  a mess, 
some  had  red  on  their  clothes. 

He  said,  someone  hit  one  our  cows,  he  pointed  toward  it  and  so  we  don't 
want  the  meat  to  go  to  waste  so  we  are  butchering  it  here.  With  that  he 
turned  around  and  bent  down.  A young  man  turned  on  a flashlight  and  we 
could  see  it  now. 

I don't  know  where  it  started  but  someone  started  to  laugh  and  the 
tension  melted  away.  It  was  a joke  on  us,  and  we  all  looked  at  Capitine 
and  she  was  walking  back  to  her  unit  and  didn't  say  a word.  We  really 
laughed  about  it  all,  we  had  some  for  a cow.  It  was  a relief  and  so  we 
cleared  out  and  headed  back  and  to  this  day  I find  myself  laughing  to  myself 
about  Officer  Capitine  and  her  cow.  It  was  a good  night  and  after  all  that 
it  was  quiet  for  Thanksgiving,  so  it  went  with  my  crew  at  Navajo  PD. 

"RE : Poem:  Atop  a Mountain"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:28:15  EDT 

From:  NDNMADN46@aol.com 

Sub j : tradition  and  spirituality 

ATOP  A MOUNTAIN 

When  I thought  about  the  Indian  ways, 
in  the  time  before  I knew. 

I thought  I had  some  knowledge, 
but,  I didn't  have  a clue. 

I thought  I had  the  pattern 

of  the  earths  ways  figured  out, 
but,  it  seems  the  more  I study, 

I know  not  what  I speak  about. 

One  day  I took  a trip  to  sit  atop  a mountain well, 

I thought  I'd  sit  and  listen  to  the  things  it  had  to  tell. 

She  told  me  of  her  mountain  goats,  who  climb  around  her  trees. 

She  told  me  of  her  eagles,  who  fly  her  skys  with  ease. 

She  told  me  of  her  brown  bear, 
who  sleeps  away  the  cold. 

She  told  me  of  the  bugs  and  ants, 

they've  been  here  from  times  of  old. 

She  told  me  of  her  people, 

the  proud,  the  brave,  the  free, 
and  how  they  passed  their  stories  on  , 
from  knee  to  fathers  knee. 

She  told  me  how  they  loved  the  land, 
took  naught  but  what  was  needed, 
and  Mother  Natures  needs  were 
always- -always  heeded. 


The  bird  in  air,  the  fish  at  sea, 
the  rabbit,  deer  and  fox. 


the  lonely  wolf  and  mountain  cat, 
the  buffalo  and  ox, 

along  with  man  they  lived  in  peace, 
they  thought  it  wouldn't, 

but,  as  we  know, that  couldn't  be, 
change  was  coming  on  the  wind. 

I won't  go  into  all  the  nest, 
we  know  it  all  to  well. 

I hope  we've  learned,  I know  we  have 
the  story  now  to  tell. 

If  we  all  try,  I know  we  can 

replace  the  things  we've  taken, 

and  when  we  go,  the  place  we  leave, 
won't  be  so  badly  shaken. 

So,  as  you  go,  go  gently, 

don't  stomp  upon  her  land. 

If  we  will  try  to  keep  her  clean, 
she, 11  lend  a helping  hand. 

NDNMADN46/ 10/19/98 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Nov  99  04:32:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  28-December  4 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

28 

We  become  what  we  feel. 

29 

Time  is  merciful  to  those  who  do  not  worship  it. 

30 

Be  as  young  as  you  feel  in  your  dreams. 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

December  was  the  time  when  the  trailing  plants  died  down  and 
the  south  wind,  the  Kona,  prevailed. 

1 

May  your  spirit  be  filled  with  song  and  laughter. 

2 

The  stars  shine  more  brightly  at  this  time  of  year. 

3 

Weave  the  pattern  of  life  into  your  every  creation. 

4 

In  simplicity,  we  can  find  the  solutions  to  our  most  complex 
riddles . 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  


Date:  Mon,  22  November  15:39:14  -0 


From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 

November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Flail 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9048 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Tue,  23  Nov  1999  15:48:05  -0500 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Sub j : pow  wow 

VETERANS  POW  WOW  WASHINGTON  D.C. 

November  27  & 28 

National  Native  American  Veterans  Honoring  Pow-wow 


Ancostia  Naval  Reserve  Center 
Washington,  D.  C.,  District  of  Columbia 
Phone:  410-956-4156  or  301-261-7084 
Contact:  Diane  or  Sam 
Details:  All  drums  welcomed! 

Anyone  wanting  to  display  their  deceased  veterans  flag  are  welcomed  and 
encouraged  to  do  so.  All  color  guards  are  welcomed.  All  dancers  are 
welcomed.  Come  one,  come  all  and  support  the  veterans  at  this  pow-wow. 
Public  Welcomed. 

Take  295  North  to  Exit  3 on  to  Firth  Spirling  Ave. 

Firth  Spirling  Ave  will  take  you  to  the  Naval  Security  Gate. 

Directions  will  be  posted  to  parking  lots  357  & 358 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  13:45:27  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

The  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES) 

Presents  during  their  21st  annual  conference  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota: 

TONEMAH  & ULALI 

In  Concert  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center  Ballroom 
10:00p.m.  on  Friday  - November  19,  1999 

Tickets  are  $8.00  and  will  be  sold  at  the  AISES  Conference  Merchandise 
booth  at  the  Convention  Center. 

For  more  information  - visit  the  AISEES  web  site  at  www.aises.org 

The  21st  Annual  Conference  begins  with  Pre-conference  Professional  Training 
on  Wednesday,  November  17,  1999.  Regular  conference  days  are  Thursday, 
November  18  - Saturday,  November  20,  1999. 

The  conference  site  will  be  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-3an.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
3osh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 


call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.O.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 


Thursday  August  17,  2000 


8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 


can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 
Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Judiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 


Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 


information : www . cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Flonga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Floward  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 

NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.O.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 


American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Flamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-November  26  - 28,  1999~ 

Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 

Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
Dudy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  ^ ru  y /V 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  14:25:01  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Late  Fall  Events  Updates 

Native  American  Events  Listings 

-Fall,  1999- 

>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 


my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

~**~ 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

y ru  r^j  r^j 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Homecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Creek  Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Dance  contest.  Drum  contest.  Princess 
competition,  storytelling.  Admission:  $5.00.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334) 
368-9136  or  tcox@poarchcreekindians .org. 


LOUISIANA 

Nov.  28-29:  Louisiana  Indian  Heritage  Association  Pow  Wow,  Hidden  Oaks 
Campground,  Robert.  Info:  Dack  Heriard,  PO  Box  1390,  Folsom,  LA  70437  (504) 
796-5433  or  whiswind@i-55.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Mike  Wicks,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Chris  Milda, 
AliceH,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Liz  Pollard,  Robert  Dorman,  Mauro  Deoliveira, 

Renee  Still  Day  via  Flint  Carrier,  Eddie  Hatcher  via  Marsha  Shaiman, 

Nancy  Thomas,  William  F.  Muldrow,  Ndnmdn,  lanet  Smith,  A.N.N.A.  Foundation, 
Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Martha  E Ture, 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Marsha  Monestersky,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Nov  30  21:13:28  1999 
Date:  Tue,  30  Nov  1999  18:04:07  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.049 
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, , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  049  0 o 0 

/ ')//  )')//  ' December  4,  1999  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Choctaw  big  hunger  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  snowy  mountains  in  morning  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Big  Mountain,  Minn-Ind, 

Innu-L  LPDC  & Flawaii  Nation  Info  Mail  Lists;  LISN;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture.usa,alt.fan.jai-maharaj, 
soc . cu It u re. indian, alt. culture. hawaii, hawaii . nortle 
http: //www. hinduismtoday . kauai .hi .us/a shram/ Resources/Flop i/d an ' s_message.htm 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/1110cash . shtml 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/politk99/faxD0L . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

Keepers  of  The  Earth 

"A  long  time  ago  the  Creator  came  to  Turtle  island  and  said  to  the  Red 
People,  You  will  be  the  keepers  of  the  Mother  Earth.  Among  you  I will 
give  the  wisdom  about  Nature,  about  the  interconnectedness  of  all  things, 
about  balance  and  about  living  in  harmony.  You  Red  people  will  see  the 
secrets  of  Nature.  You  will  live  in  hardship  and  the  blessing  of  this  is 
you  will  stay  close  to  the  Creator.  The  day  will  come  when  you  will  need 
to  share  the  secrets  with  other  people  of  the  earth  because  they  will 
stray  from  their  Spiritual  ways.  The  time  to  start  sharing  is  today." 

Don  Coyhis,  Mohican 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  ! 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  i 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  | 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

! I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  ! 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Moving  Dine'  onto  uranium  tainted  land  is  genocide  <period>.  Forcing 
Native  children  to  participate  in  the  dominant  society's  celebrations  - 
including  Thanksgiving  - while  denying  participation  in  solstice  and 
similar  traditional  days  of  "thanks"  giving  is  cultural  genocide  <period>. 
To  pretend  there  are  boundless  freedoms  in  light  of  these  practices  only 
serves  to  prove  the  obvious.  Kkanada  and  U S of  Amerikka  are  great  places 
to  be  the  dominant  society,  but  for  all  others  it  remains  "Dust-Us",  and 
"business"  as  usual. 

You  would  hope  that  in  their  holiday  season  there  would,  at  least,  be  an 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


enough  truth  remaining  to  have  an  acknowledgement  of  what  has  really  gone 
before.  Ain't  gonna  happen,  though.  Ask  almost  any  elementary  age  kid 
who  Squanto  or  Saint  Nicholas  really  were.  Ho,  ho,  ho. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

There  have  been  few  messages  with  contact  information  for  donations  to 
those  in  need  this  winter.  I have  been  heartened  to  learn  there  has  been 
some  generous  sharing  for  some  that  are  listed. 

It  is  not  important  whether  those  in  need  are  listed  here,  so  long  as 
those  who  need  help  receive  it.  The  list  is  maintained  each  year  and 
you  are  invited  to  contribute  to  it. 


Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes.... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more. 

( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 


Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible. 
Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  feat 

- Navajos  and  Hopis  at  Odds 
Over  Remains  of  Anasazi 

- Chief  Dan  Evehema ' s 
Message  to  Mankind 

- Slade  Gorton  Strikes  Again 

- Navaho  Code  Talkers 

- Cry  for  the  Innu 

- Interim  Measures 
for  Innu  Communities 

- Innu  Gain  Control  Over  Schools 

- Potawatomi  Talks  about 
Diversity  to  Women  Voters 

- Montreal-Area  Indian  Reserve 
Wants  to  Be  Tax  Haven 

- Buffalo  News 


red  in  this  issue  

- Salt  River  Pima  Community 
Seeks  Casino  Share 

- Hawaii's  Independence  Day 

- Demonstration  at  CNN  in  Atlanta 

- Demonstration  at  L.A.  Times 
in  Los  Angeles 

- Make  Leonard  a Campaign  Issue 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Native  Americans  Set 
Thanksgiving  Record  Straight 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Four  Indian  Boys  for  Thanksgiving 

- Poem:  Mother  Earth  Speaks 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


RE:  Navajos  and  Hopis  at  Odds  Over  Remains  of  Anasazi 


Date:  Wed,  24  Nov  1999  13:19:44  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  ancestry 
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Navajos  and  Hopis  at  Odds  Over  Remains  of  Anasazi 
Monday,  November  22,  1999 
BY  CHRISTOPHER  SMITH 
THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

Directed  by  a federal  law  that  gives  religion  and  science  equal  weight,  a 
federal  panel  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City  over  the  weekend  struggled  to 
resolve  a question  that  dates  back  a millennium. 

Are  Navajo  Indians  directly  related  to  the  Anasazi,  the  mysterious 
people  who  lived  in  the  Four  Corners  area  from  the  time  of  Christ  before 
seemingly  vanishing  by  1300? 

In  the  case  of  Chaco  Canyon,  the  National  Park  Service  believes  the 
answer  is  yes.  Federal  managers  of  the  famed  canyon  in  New  Mexico  --  which 
holds  13  major  and  thousands  of  smaller  structures  built  by  the  Anasazi 
civilization  --  have  determined  that  Navajos  own  a "cultural  affiliation" 
to  human  skeletal  remains  collected  at  Chaco  Canyon  Cultural  National 
Historic  Park. 

That  decision  comes  under  a federal  law  known  as  the  Native  American 
Grave  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act.  NAGPRA  requires  federal  agencies 
and  museums  receiving  federal  funds  to  inventory  their  collections  of 
human  bones  and  funeral  artifacts,  consult  with  Indian  tribes  about  the 
items,  determine  which  tribes  have  ancestral  ties  to  the  remains,  then 


turn  the  remains  over  to  affiliated  tribes  for  reburial. 

The  Park  Service's  surprising  inclusion  of  the  Navajo  people  in  the  list 
of  tribes  with  ancestral  ties  to  Anasazi  remains  at  Chaco  has  inflamed 
long-standing  animosities  the  Hopi  Indians,  and  some  other  "pueblo"  tribes 
of  the  Southwest,  harbor  toward  Navajos.  Besides  complex  land  and 
reservation  boundary  disputes,  the  fight  stems  from  a feeling  that  the 
nomadic  Navajo  tribe  has  appropriated  indigenous  Hopi  and  Puebloan 
culture  as  its  own,  from  weaving  and  pottery  to  social  customs  and  views 
of  creation.  Most  experts  believe  Navajos  migrated  into  the  Four  Corners 
area  after  the  Anasazi  disappeared. 

And  now,  Hopi  tribal  officials  charge  the  Park  Service  has  bowed  to 
political  pressure  and  is  allowing  the  Navajo  to  wrongly  call  dead 
ancestors  of  the  Hopi  people  their  own. 

"We  were  very  surprised  by  the  park's  determination  that  a non-puebloan 
tribe  is  culturally  affiliated  with  Hopi  puebloan  ancestral  remains,"  Hopi 
Tribe  Cultural  Preservation  Office  Director  Leigh  Kuwanwisima  told  the 
NAGPRA  Review  Committee,  the  national  board  formed  to  resolve  disputes 
over  native  peoples'  remains.  "These  were  clearly  Hopi  ancestral  sites. 

When  you  begin  to  mix  in  political  elements,  you  do  not  do  justice  to  the 
law. " 

Chaco  Culture  Superintendent  Butch  Wilson  said  his  staff  spent  nine 
years  consulting  with  all  regional  Indian  tribes  to  determine  which  had 
legitimate  "cultural  affiliation"  to  the  remains  in  possession  of  the  Park 
Service.  In  determining  cultural  affiliation,  the  park  considered  not  only 
geographical,  biological,  archaeological,  linguistic  and  anthropological 
evidence,  but  also  folklore,  kinship  and  oral  traditions,  such  as  creation 
beliefs . 

Hopi  origin  beliefs  have  been  cited  as  justification  for  NAGPRA  claims 
on  skeletal  remains  in  an  estimated  20  percent  of  the  continental  United 
States.  Colliding  with  those  sacred  beliefs  is  the  Navajo  tradition  of  the 
"Great  Gambler,"  who  won  all  the  Four  Corners  people  as  slaves  in  Chaco 
Canyon  until  a Navajo  hero  beat  the  Gambler  and  freed  the  people  --  part 
of  a Navajo  doctrine  holding  that  their  people  arrived  in  Four  Corners 
after  "the  holy  ones"  banished  the  Anasazi  for  being  too  proud. 

The  difficult  task  of  determining  if  such  beliefs  justify  ancestral 
connection  to  the  Anasazi  skeletons  falls  to  the  Park  Service. 

"In  our  best  judgment,  the  preponderance  of  evidence  justifies  Navajo 
cultural  affiliation  with  Chaco  Canyon  under  the  provisions  of  NAGPRA," 
said  Wilson.  "There  are  definite  Navajo  clans  with  connections  to  Chaco 
sites . " 

NAGPRA  Review  Committee  member  Tessie  Naranjo,  a Santa  Clara  tribal 
member  from  New  Mexico,  challenged  whether  there  was  true  empirical 
evidence  to  support  the  Navajo  claim  to  Anasazi  remains. 

"It's  important  we  remember  that  cultural  borrowing  is  not  cultural 
affiliation,"  she  said. 

By  the  close  of  the  committee's  meeting  Saturday,  the  body  had 
formulated  a recomendation  that  the  Park  Service  revisit  its  decision  on 
Navajo  cultural  affiliation  by  determining  on  a site-by-site  basis  -- 
rather  than  from  a canyonwide  perspective  --  the  cultural  affiliation  of 
each  bone  or  funerary  object. 

"We'd  like  to  see  the  Park  Service  do  some  more  weighting  of  evidence  on 
a site-by-site  basis  instead  of  looking  at  everything  in  a region  together, 
" said  board  member  John  O'Shea,  director  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
Museum  of  Anthropology.  "What  the  Hopi  are  saying  is,  'We're  not  all  the 
same. ' We've  seen  a lot  of  cases  where  the  Park  Service  has  tried  to 
finesse  this  issue  and  not  address  precise  cultural  affiliation." 

The  often  complex  determination  of  cultural  affiliation,  as  required 
under  the  landmark  law  President  Bush  signed  nine  years  ago  this  month, 
has  some  scientists  calling  for  NAGPRA' s repeal.  The  law,  which  has 
radically  changed  the  field  of  archaeological  inquiry,  has  an  inherent 
tension:  The  long-denied  need  to  return  control  of  native  peoples' 
skeletal  remains  and  grave  objects  to  lineal  and  cultural  descendants  for 
reburial,  and  the  legitimate  public  interest  in  the  educational, 
historical  and  scientific  information  conveyed  by  the  remains  and  burial 
objects . 


NAGPRA  also  relies  on  a shaky  assumption  that  experts  can  positively 
identify  ancestral  traits  from  civilizations  that  disappeared  eons  ago  and 
trace  them  in  a continuous  line  to  a modern  ethnic  group,  in  spite  of 
centuries  of  intermarriage,  relocation  and  evolution.  And  many  critics 
believe  NAGPRA  tries  to  marry  two  irreconcilables  --  science  and  religion. 

"Laws  like  NAGPRA  strike  at  the  heart  of  a scientific  archaeology 
because  they  elevate  Indian  cultural  traditions  and  religious  beliefs  to 
the  level  of  science  as  a paradigm  for  describing  or  explaining  reality," 
wrote  paleoanthropologist  Geoffrey  Clark  last  spring  in  The  Skeptical 
Inquirer,  a magazine  dedicated  to  scientific  analysis  of  the  paranormal. 
"Political  considerations  thus  take  precedence  over  disinterested 
evaluation  of  knowledge  claims,  with  tragic  and  irreversible  results." 

But  there  are  few  disinterested  parties  when  it  comes  to  determining 
whose  bones  belong  to  whom. 

"We  have  an  ancient  way  of  life  that  is  being  pitted  against  science," 
said  NAGPRA  Review  Committee  member  Armand  Minthorn  of  the  Confederated 
Tribes  of  the  Umatilla  Indian  Reservation  in  Oregon,  embroiled  in  its  own 
court  fight  over  reburying  Kennewick  Man,  a 9,300-year-old  skeleton  that 
may  shed  new  light  on  human  colonization.  "That  is  not  right.  The  law  says 
you  must  hold  scientific  fact  in  equal  weight  with  what  the  tribes  present 

Many  tribes  feel  at  a financial  and  legal  disadvantage  when  federal 
agencies  rely  mainly  on  scientific  evidence  to  determine  cultural 
affiliation  of  skeletal  human  remains. 

Alvin  Moyle  is  a member  of  the  Paiute  Shoshone  Tribe  of  the  Fallon 
Reservation  in  northern  Nevada,  which  is  trying  to  convince  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  that  the  so-called  "Spirit  Cave  remains"  are  the  tribe's 
ancestors.  He  complained  to  the  board  that  the  BLM  refuses  to  recognize 
tribal  spiritual  leaders,  medicine  men  or  traditional  people  as 
professional  consultants  in  NAGPRA  consultations. 

"We  are  having  to  prove  we  are  who  we  are,"  Moyle  said.  "We  do  not  have 
a ' pre-history, ' only  a history.  There  is  a lack  of  respect.  We  have  a 
responsibility  to  these  people  who  came  before  us,  because  they  cannot  be 
here  to  talk." 

Adding  to  the  confusion  is  the  tendency  of  all  cultures  to  assimilate 
pre-existing  structures  or  land  forms  as  part  of  their  own  heritage.  Park 
Service  experts  said  all  tribes  in  the  region  of  Chaco  Canyon  associate 
the  Anasazi  dwellings  as  part  of  their  own  heritage,  regardless  of  whether 
they  can  prove  direct  ancestral  ties  to  the  original  inhabitants. 

Under  the  new  recom-  mendation  of  the  review  committee  in  the  Chaco 
Canyon  case,  the  Park  Service  is  now  confronted  with  conducting  a 
cultural-affiliation  test  on  sites  ranging  from  massive  adobe  cliff 
dwellings  to  the  location  of  a single  human  molar. 

"They  need  to  conduct  a weighting  of  all  evidence  for  each  site,  and 
obviously,  in  the  case  of  a site  that  consists  of  a single  human  molar, 
they  will  likely  have  to  determine  that  site  is  culturally  unidentifiable, 
said  O'Shea. 

But  already,  battle  lines  are  being  drawn  over  such  "culturally 
unidentifiable"  determinations,  where  even  the  term  itself  offends  many 
indigenous  people.  While  all  the  issues  revolve  around  a simple  question  - 
- Who  was  here  first?  --  the  complicated  answers  may  be  lost  in  time. 

"Everyone  agrees  we  want  to  see  reburial  of  these  remains,"  said  Martin 
Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  review  board  and  representative  of  the  American 
Association  of  Museums.  "But  right  now,  we're  at  a standoff." 


SCIENCE  PROVIDES  NEW  EVIDENCE  IN  AN  OLD  LAND  DISPUTE 

Recent  scientific  discoveries  have  provided  fresh  information  concerning 
the  largest  land  dispute  in  the  US.  In  the  Black  Mesa  region  of 
Northeastern  Arizona,  over  12,000  Navajo  have  been  forcibly  relocated  as  a 
result  of  US  legislation  that  ended  their  right  to  remain  on  land  within  a 
reservation  created  in  1882.  The  relocation  has  cost  US  taxpayers  over 
$400  million  and  has  had  a devastating  impact  on  the  Navajo.  A former 
director  of  the  relocation  program  resigned,  saying  that  the  program  was 
"a  tragedy  of  genocide  and  injustice  that  will  be  a blot  on  the  conscience 
of  this  country  for  many  generations".  Archaeologists  using  the  latest 
technology  for  studying  human  DNA  have  unearthed  evidence  that  calls  into 


question  the  historical  assumptions  on  which  the  US  policy  was  based. 

The  events  in  question  began  a thousand  years  ago  when  the  Hopi,  a 
pueblo  tribe,  took  up  residence  upon  the  buttes  which  they  have  continued 
to  occupy  until  the  present  time,  making  their  villages  the  oldest 
continuously  inhabited  settlements  in  the  United  States.  Archaeologists 
have  long  been  aware  of  other  pueblo  tribes,  collectively  called  the 
Anasazi,  whose  occupancy  in  the  region  preceded  the  Hopi.  Thousands  of 
Anasazi  sites  have  been  identified  on  Black  Mesa.  Also  at  the  same  time,  a 
migration  of  Athabascan  people  from  Canada  was  in  progress  that  would 
ultimately  reach  the  region.  When  the  Europeans  arrived  five  hundred  years 
later,  the  Hopi  remained  in  their  villages  on  the  buttes,  but  the  Anasazi 
had  disappeared  and  the  surrounding  region  was  occupied  by  the  Navajo, 
whose  language  was  clearly  derived  from  the  Athabascan  migrants. 

In  1882,  the  US  created  a large  reservation  that  was  centered  around  the 
Hopi  villages,  but  also  included  surrounding  land  occupied  by  the  Navajo. 
When  the  US  later  transferred  much  of  the  control  of  the  reservations  to 
tribal  governments,  the  control  of  this  reservation  was  given  to  a 
government  consisting  exclusively  of  the  Hopi,  which  left  the  status  of 
the  Navajo  upon  the  rest  of  the  reservation  in  bureaucratic  limbo.  In  1941, 
the  US  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  proposed  making  a region  adjacent  to  the 
Hopi  villages  called  District  6 into  an  exclusively  Hopi  reservation  and 
transferring  jurisdiction  over  the  surrounding  areas  to  the  neighboring 
Navajo  tribal  government,  but  this  solution  was  never  implemented. 

The  discovery  of  mineral  wealth  on  Black  Mesa  increased  the  stakes  in 
the  situation.  The  Navajo-occupied  areas  of  the  1882  Reservation  contained 
deposits  of  low-sulfur  coal  with  a value  estimated  in  the  billions  of 
dollars.  High  profile  attorneys  entered  the  situation  to  fight  for  control 
of  this  wealth,  and  in  1956,  the  courts  were  asked  to  resolve  the  land 
title  in  a lawsuit  known  as  Healing  v.  Hones. 

In  the  trial,  the  attorneys  for  the  Hopi  convinced  the  court  that  the 
Navajo  were  recent  emigrants  into  the  area  as  shown  in  the  court's 
decision:  "No  Indians  in  this  country  have  a longer  authenticated  history 
than  the  Hopi ..." 

"From  all  historic  evidence,  it  appears  that  the  Navajos  entered  what  is 
now  Arizona  in  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century"  [from  Healing  v 
Hones,  US  District  Court  Arizona,  Sept  28,  1962] 

The  court  accepted  the  premise  that  the  Navajo  were  encroachers  upon 
traditional  Hopi  territory,  and  this  played  a significant  role  in  its 
decision  to  award  the  Hopi  government  100%  control  of  District  6 and  a 50% 
interest  in  the  rest  of  the  1882  reservation.  In  1974,  Congress  would 
accept  the  same  arguments  in  passing  legislation  partitioning  the  area 
outside  District  6 into  separate  Hopi  and  Navajo  territories,  and 
requiring  the  relocation  of  all  Navajo  living  in  the  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands.  The  relocation  tragedy  is  ongoing,  as  many  families  have  resisted 
relocation  efforts  for  25  years  and  are  still  fighting  to  remain  on  their 
land . 

Most  archaeologists  would  strongly  dispute  the  court's  assertion  that 
"all  historic  evidence"  pointed  to  an  18th  century  arrival  for  the  Navajo. 
Archaeological  studies  have  demonstrated  an  Athabascan  presence  in  the 
region  as  early  as  1500,  and  many  suspect  that  future  discoveries  may  push 
back  this  date  several  centuries  earlier.  But  some  archaeologists  have  a 
different  interpretation  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  region:  they 
question  whether  it  is  accurate  to  describe  the  Navajo  as  a purely 
Athabascan  tribe. 

While  no  one  disputes  the  Athabascan-roots  of  the  Navajo  language,  it 
has  long  been  recognized  that  Navajo  religion  and  culture  contain  a pueblo 
influence  that  was  much  too  deep  to  be  explained  by  casual  contact  with 
neighboring  tribes.  Archaeologist  David  Brugge  suggested  that  these 
cultural  infusions  might  have  resulted  from  a different  cause:  that  the 
current  Navajo  tribe  formed  as  a synthesis  of  Anasazi  and  Athabascan 
ancestors.  In  a 1998  paper  "Navajo  Religion  and  the  Anasazi  Connection", 
he  outlined  how  the  Athabascan  emigrants  may  have  absorbed  the  Anasazi 
into  their  tribe. 

This  theory  has  received  support  from  recent  studies  of  DNA.  Later  in 
1998,  Francine  Romero  published  a paper  "A  Population  Genetic  Study  of 


Athabascan-speaking  Populations  in  the  American  Southwest",  which  studied 
founding  lineages  or  haplogroups  in  mitochondrial  DNA  samples.  The  Navajo 
were  found  to  have  a genetic  make-up  that  was  a mixture  of  Athabascan  and 
pueblo  haplogroups.  In  April  of  1999,  a more  startling  discovery  was 
announced  in  the  release  of  a paper  "Biological  Evidence  Pertaining  to  the 
Navajo  Claim  of  Affiliation  with  the  Anasazi"  by  archaeologist  David  Smith 
of  the  University  of  California  at  Davis. 

Recent  advances  in  technology  have  allowed  the  extraction  of 
mitochondrial  DNA  from  prehistoric  skeletal  material.  Dr.  Smith  was  able 
to  examine  the  haplogroups  of  ancient  Anasazi  skeletons  and  to  compare 
these  to  samples  from  current  populations.  The  study  showed  a makeup  that 
was  consistent  with  previous  studies  showing  the  Anasazi  to  be  part  of  the 
pueblo  family  that  includes  the  Hopi  and  other  tribes  in  the  Southwest. 

But  the  study  also  revealed  the  presence  of  another  haplogroup  which 
appears  similar  to  an  "X"  haplogroup  found  in  the  Navajo  but  which  has  not 
been  found  in  the  Hopi.  He  states  that  if  the  Anasazi  samples  are  found  to 
match  the  "X"  haplogroup,  "the  Navajo-  and  Tanoan-  speaking  pueblo  groups 
are  likely  to  include  the  most  genetically  defensible  candidates  for 
descendants  of  Anasazi  culture  in  the  Southwest". 

As  Dr.  Smith  points  out,  the  ethnic  characterization  of  populations 
formed  as  admixtures  of  multiple  lineages  is  not  an  issue  that  can  be 
handled  just  by  genetic  studies.  But  the  DNA  evidence  supports  evidence 
from  oral  histories  as  well  as  from  religious  and  cultural  studies  that 
suggests  a strong  connection  between  the  Anasazi  and  the  modern  day  Navajo. 
This  has  always  been  the  understanding  of  the  Navajo  - Anasazi  is  just  the 
Navajo  word  meaning  "the  ancient  ones".  To  the  extent  that  the  Navajo  are 
at  least  in  part  descendants  of  the  Anasazi,  their  presence  in  the  region 
may  predate  that  of  the  Hopi,  and  in  any  event  they  have  been  joint 
tenants  of  the  region  for  over  a thousand  years. 

This  evidence  calls  into  question  the  handling  of  the  situation  by  the 
United  States  government,  which  based  its  tragic  policies  in  the  region 
upon  a false  understanding  of  history.  The  18th  century  date  used  in 
Healing  v Hones  for  the  Navajo  arrival  into  the  region  has  long  been 
contradicted  by  archaeological  evidence  pushing  the  date  back  into  the 
1500's,  and  the  link  to  the  Anasazi  validates  a claim  to  residency  that 
goes  back  a thousand  years.  The  United  States  has  always  justified  its 
extreme  and  devastating  policy  of  relocation  as  being  necessary  to  correct 
a trespass  upon  Hopi  territory  by  the  Navajo.  The  latest  advances  in 
science  are  adding  further  proof  that  the  Navajo  are  residing  upon  land 
that  their  ancestors  have  occupied  since  ancient  time. 
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Chief  Dan  Evehema's  Message  to  Mankind 

I am  very  glad  to  have  this  time  to  send  a message  to  you.  We  are 
celebrating  a time  in  our  history  which  is  both  filled  with  joy  and 


sadness.  I am  very  glad  that  our  Hindu  brothers  have  given  us  this 
opportunity  to  share  these  feelings  with  you  because  we  know  many  of  you 
are  having  the  same  troubles. 

We  Hopi  believe  that  the  human  race  has  passed  through  three  different 
worlds  and  life  ways  since  the  beginning.  At  the  end  of  each  prior  world, 
human  life  has  been  purified  or  punished  by  the  Great  Spirit  "Massauu"  due 
mainly  to  corruption,  greed  and  turning  away  from  the  Great  Spirit's 
teachings.  The  last  great  destruction  was  the  flood  which  destroyed  all 
but  a few  faithful  ones  who  asked  and  received  a permission  from  the  Great 
Spirit  to  live  with  Him  in  this  new  land.  The  Great  Spirit  said,  "It  is  up 
to  you,  if  you  are  willing  to  live  my  poor,  humble  and  simple  life  way.  It 
is  hard  but  if  you  agree  to  live  according  to  my  teachings  and 
instructions,  if  you  never  lose  faith  in  the  life  I shall  give  you,  you 
may  come  and  live  with  me."  The  Hopi  and  all  who  were  saved  from  the  great 
flood  made  a sacred  covenant  with  the  Great  Spirit  at  that  time.  We  Hopi 
made  an  oath  that  we  will  never  turn  away  from  Him.  For  us  the  Creators 
laws  never  change  or  break  down. 

To  the  Hopi  the  Great  Spirit  is  all  powerful.  He  appeared  to  the  first 
people  as  a man  and  talked  with  them  in  the  beginning  of  this  creation 
world.  He  taught  us  how  to  live,  to  worship,  where  to  go  and  what  food  to 
carry,  gave  us  seeds  to  plant  and  harvest.  He  gave  us  a set  of  sacred 
stone  tablets  into  which  He  breathed  all  teachings  in  order  to  safeguard 
his  land  and  life.  In  these  stone  tablets  were  made,  instructions  and 
prophecies  and  warnings.  This  was  done  with  the  help  of  a Spider  woman  and 
Her  two  grandsons.  They  were  wise  and  powerful  helpers  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

Before  the  Great  Spirit  went  into  hiding.  He  and  Spider  woman  put  before 
the  leaders  of  the  different  groups  of  people  many  colors  and  sized  of 
corn  for  them  to  choose  their  food  in  this  world.  The  Hopi  was  the  last  to 
pick  and  then  choose  their  food  in  this  world.  The  Hopi  then  choose  the 
smallest  ear  of  corn.  Then  Massauu  said,  "You  have  shown  me  you  are  wise 
and  humble  for  this  reason  you  will  be  called  Hopi  (people  of  peace)  and  I 
will  place  in  your  authority  all  land  and  life  to  guard,  protect  and  hold 
trust  for  Me  until  I return  to  you  in  later  days  for  I am  the  First  and 
the  Last." 

This  why  when  a Hopi  is  ordained  into  the  higher  religious  order,  the 
earth  and  all  living  things  are  placed  upon  his  hands.  He  becomes  a parent 
to  all  life  on  earth.  He  is  entitled  to  advise  and  correct  his  children  in 
whatever  peaceful  way  he  can.  So  we  can  never  give  up  knowing  that  our 
message  of  peace  will  reach  our  children.  Then  it  is  together  with  the 
other  spiritual  leaders  the  destiny  of  our  future  children  is  placed.  We 
are  instructed  to  hold  this  world  in  balance  within  the  land  and  the  many 
universes  with  special  prayers  and  ritual  which  continue  to  this  day. 

It  was  to  the  Spider  woman's  two  grandsons  the  sacred  stone  tablets  were 
given.  These  two  brothers  were  then  instructed  to  carry  them  to  a place 
the  Great  Spirit  had  instructed  them.  The  older  brother  was  to  go 
immediately  to  the  east,  to  the  rising  sun  and  upon  reaching  his 
destination  was  instructed  to  immediately  start  to  look  for  his  younger 
brother  who  shall  remain  in  the  land  of  the  Great  Spirit.  The  Older 
brothers  mission  when  he  returned  was  to  help  his  younger  brother  (Hopi) 
bring  about  peace,  brotherhood  and  everlasting  life  on  his  return. 

Hopi,  the  younger  brother,  was  instructed  to  cover  all  land  and  mark  it 
well  with  footprints  and  sacred  markings  to  claim  this  land  for  the 
Creator  and  peace  on  earth.  We  established  our  ceremonials  and  sacred 
shrines  to  hold  this  world  in  balance  in  accordance  with  our  first  promise 
to  the  Creator.  This  is  how  our  migration  story  goes,  until  we  meet  the 
Creator  at  Old  Oribe  (place  that  solidifies)  over  1000  years  ago.  It  was 
at  that  meeting  when  he  gave  to  us  these  prophecies  to  give  to  you  now  at 
this  closing  of  the  Fourth  World  of  destruction  and  the  beginning  of  the 
Fifth  World  of  peace.  He  gave  us  many  prophecies  to  pass  on  to  you  and  all 
have  come  to  pass.  This  is  how  we  know  the  timing  is  now  to  reveal  the 
last  warnings  and  instructions  to  mankind. 

We  were  told  to  settle  permanently  here  in  Hopi  land  where  we  met  the 
Great  Spirit  and  wait  for  Older  Brother  who  went  east  to  return  to  us. 

When  he  returns  to  this  land  he  will  place  his  stone  tablets  side  by  side 
to  show  all  the  world  that  they  are  our  true  brothers.  When  the  road  in 


the  sky  has  been  fulfilled  and  when  the  inventing  of  something,  in  Hopi 
means,  gourd  of  ashes,  a gourd  that  when  drops  upon  the  earth  will  boil 
everything  within  a large  space  and  nothing  will  grow  for  a very  long  time. 
When  the  leaders  turned  to  evil  ways  instead  of  the  Great  Spirit  we  were 
told  there  would  be  many  ways  this  life  may  be  destroyed.  If  human  kind 
does  not  heed  our  prophecy  and  return  to  ones  original  spiritual 
instructions.  We  were  told  of  three  helpers  who  were  commissioned  by  the 
Great  Spirit  to  help  Hopi  bring  about  the  peaceful  life  on  earth  would 
appear  to  help  us  and  we  should  not  change  our  homes,  our  ceremonials,  our 
hair,  because  the  true  helpers  might  not  recognize  us  as  the  true  Hopi.  So 
we  have  been  waiting  all  these  years.  It  is  known  that  our  True  White 
Brother,  when  he  comes,  will  be  all  powerful  and  will  wear  a red  cap  or 
red  cloak.  He  will  be  large  in  population,  belong  to  no  religion  but  his 
very  own.  He  will  bring  with  him  the  sacred  stone  tablets.  With  him  there 
will  be  two  great  ones  both  very  wise  and  powerful.  One  will  have  a symbol 
or  sign  of  swastika  which  represents  purity  and  is  Female,  a producer  of 
life.  The  third  one  or  the  second  one  of  the  two  helpers  to  our  True  White 
Brother  will  have  a sign  of  a symbol  of  the  sun.  He,  too,  will  be  many 
people  and  very  wise  and  powerful.  We  have  in  our  sacred  Kachina 
ceremonies  a gourd  rattle  which  is  still  in  use  today  with  these  symbols 
of  these  powerful  helpers  of  our  True  Brother. 

It  is  also  prophesied  that  if  these  three  fail  to  fulfill  their  mission 
then  the  one  from  the  west  will  come  like  a big  storm.  He  will  be  many,  in 
numbers  and  unmerciful.  When  he  comes  he  will  cover  the  land  like  the  red 
ants  and  over  take  this  land  in  one  day.  If  the  three  helpers  chosen  by 
the  Creator  fulfill  their  sacred  mission  and  even  if  there  are  only  one, 
two  or  three  of  the  true  Hopi  remaining  holding  fast  to  the  last  ancient 
teaching  and  instructions  the  Great  Spirit,  Massauu  will  appear  before  all 
and  our  would  will  be  saved.  The  three  will  lay  our  a new  life  plan  which 
leads  to  everlasting  life  and  peace.  The  earth  will  become  new  as  it  was 
from  the  beginning.  Flowers  will  bloom  again,  wild  games  will  return  to 
barren  lands  and  there  will  be  abundance  of  food  for  all.  Those  who  are 

saved  will  share  everything  equally  and  they  all  will  recognize  Great 
Spirit  and  speak  one  language. 

We  are  now  faced  with  great  problems,  not  only  here  but  throughout  the 
land.  Ancient  cultures  are  being  annihilated.  Our  people's  lands  are  being 
taken  from  them,  leaving  them  no  place  to  call  their  own.  Why  is  this 
happening?  It  is  happening  because  many  have  given  up  or  manipulated  their 
original  spiritual  teachings.  The  way  of  life  which  the  Great  Spirit  has 
given  to  all  its  people  of  the  world,  whatever  your  original  instructions 
are  not  being  honored.  It  is  because  of  this  great  sickness-called  greed, 
which  infects  every  land  and  country  that  simple  people  are  losing  what 
they  have  kept  for  thousands  of  years. 

Now  we  are  at  the  very  end  of  our  trail.  Many  people  no  longer  recognize 
the  true  path  of  the  Great  Spirit.  They  have,  in  fact,  no  respect  for  the 
Great  Spirit  or  for  our  precious  Mother  Earth,  who  gives  us  all  life. 

We  are  instructed  in  our  ancient  prophecy  that  this  would  occur.  We  were 
told  that  someone  would  try  to  go  up  to  the  moon:  that  they  would  bring 
something  back  from  the  moon;  and  that  after  that,  nature  would  show  signs 
of  losing  its  balance.  Now  we  see  that  coming  about.  All  over  the  world 
there  are  now  many  signs  that  nature  is  no  longer  in  balance.  Floods, 
drought,  earthquakes,  and  great  storms  are  occurring  and  causing  much 
suffering.  We  do  not  want  this  to  occur  in  our  country  and  we  pray  to  the 
Great  Spirit  to  save  us  from  such  things.  But  there  are  now  signs  that 
this  very  same  thing  might  happen  very  soon  on  our  own  land. 

Now  we  must  look  upon  each  other  as  brothers  and  sisters.  There  is  no 
more  time  for  divisions  between  people.  Today  I call  upon  all  of  us,  from 
right  here  at  home,  Hotevilla,  where  we  to  are  guilty  of  gossiping  and 
causing  divisions  even  among  our  own  families;  out  to  the  entire  world 
where  thievery,  war  and  lying  goes  on  every  day.  These  divisions  will  not 
be  our  salvation.  Wars  only  bring  more  wars  never  peace.  Only  by  joining 
together  in  a Spiritual  Peace  with  love  in  our  hearts  for  one  another, 
love  in  our  hearts  for  the  Great  Spirit  and  Mother  Earth,  shall  we  be 
saved  from  the  terrible  Purification  Day  which  is  just  ahead. 


There  are  many  of  you  in  this  world  who  are  honest  people.  We  know  you 
spiritually  for  we  are  the  "Men's  Society  Grandfathers"  who  have  been 
charged  to  pray  for  you  and  all  life  on  earth  never  forgetting  anything  or 
any  one  in  our  ceremonials.  Our  prayer  is  to  have  a good  happy  life, 
plenty  of  soft  gentle  rain  for  abundant  crops.  We  pray  for  balance  on 
earth  to  live  in  peace  and  leave  a beautiful  world  to  the  children  yet  to 
come.  We  know  you  have  good  hearts  but  good  hearts  are  not  enough  to  help 
us  out  with  these  great  problems.  In  the  past  some  of  you  have  tried  to 
help  us  Hopis,  and  we  will  always  be  thankful  for  you  efforts.  But  now  we 
need  your  help  in  the  worst  way.  We  want  the  people  of  the  world  to  know 
the  truth  of  our  situation. 

This  land  which  people  call  the  Land  of  the  Freedom  celebrates  many  days 
reminding  people  of  the  world  of  these  things.  Yet  in  well  over  200  years 
the  original  Americans  have  not  seen  a free  day.  We  are  suffering  the 
final  insult.  Our  people  are  now  losing  the  one  thing  which  give  life  and 
meaning  of  life--our  ceremonial  land,  which  is  being  taken  away  from  us. 
Hotevilla  is  the  last  holy  consecrated,  undisturbed  traditional  Native 
American  sacred  shrine  to  the  Creator.  As  the  prophecy  says,  this  sacred 
shrine  must  keep  its  spiritual  pathways  open.  This  village  is  the 
spiritual  vortex  for  the  Hopi  to  guide  the  many  awakening  Native  Americans 
and  other  true  hearts  home  to  their  own  unique  culture.  Hotevilla  was 
established  by  the  last  remaining  spiritual  elders  to  maintain  peace  and 
balance  on  this  continent  from  the  tip  of  South  America  up  to  Alaska.  Many 
of  our  friends  say  Hotevilla  is  a sacred  shrine,  a national  and  world 
treasure  and  must  be  preserved.  We  need  your  help. 

Where  is  the  freedom  which  you  all  fight  for  and  sacrifice  your  children 
for?  Is  it  only  the  Indian  people  who  have  lost  or  are  all  Americans 
losing  the  very  thing  which  you  original  came  here  to  find?  We  don't  share 
the  freedom  of  the  press  because  what  gets  into  the  papers  is  what  the 
government  wants  people  to  believe,  not  what  is  really  happening.  We  have 
no  freedom  of  speech,  because  we  are  persecuted  by  our  own  people  for 
speaking  our  beliefs. 

We  are  at  the  final  stages  now  and  there  is  a last  force  that  is  about 
to  take  away  our  remaining  homeland.  We  are  still  being  denied  many  things 
including  the  rite  to  be  Hopis  and  to  make  our  living  in  accordance  with 
our  religious  teachings.  The  Hopi  leaders  have  warned  leaders  in  the  White 
House  and  the  leaders  in  the  Glass  House  but  they  do  not  listen.  So  as  our 
prophecy  says  then  it  must  be  up  to  the  people  with  good  pure  hearts  that 
will  not  be  afraid  to  help  us  to  fulfill  our  destiny  in  peace  for  this 
world.  We  now  stand  at  a cross  road  whether  to  lead  ourselves  in 
everlasting  life  or  total  destruction.  We  believe  that  human  beings 
spiritual  power  through  prayer  is  so  strong  it  decides  life  on  earth. 

So  many  people  have  come  to  Hopiland  to  meet  with  us.  Some  of  you  we 
have  met  on  your  lands.  Many  times  people  have  asked  how  they  can  help  us. 
Now  I hope  and  pray  that  your  help  will  come.  If  you  have  a way  to  spread 
the  truth,  through  the  newspapers,  radio,  books,  thought  meeting  with 
powerful  people,  tell  the  truth!  Tell  them  what  you  know  to  be  true.  Tell 
them  what  you  have  seen  here;  what  you  have  heard  us  say;  what  you  have 
seen  with  your  own  eyes.  In  this  way,  if  we  do  fall,  let  it  be  said  that 
we  tried,  right  up  to  the  end,  to  hold  fast  to  the  path  of  peace  as  we 
were  originally  instructed  to  do  by  the  Great  Spirit.  Should  you  really 
succeed,  we  will  all  realize  our  mistakes  of  the  past  and  return  to  the 
true  path-living  in  harmony  as  brothers  and  sisters,  sharing  our  mother, 
the  earth  with  all  other  living  creatures.  In  this  way  we  could  bring 
about  a new  world.  A world  which  would  be  led  by  the  great  Spirit  and  our 
mother  will  provide  plenty  and  happiness  for  all. 

God  bless  you,  each  one  of  you  and  know  our  prayers  for  peace  meet  yours 
as  the  sun  rises  and  sets.  May  the  Great  Spirit  guide  you  safely  into  the 
path  of  love,  peace  freedom  and  God  on  this  Earth  Mother.  May  the  holy 
ancestors  of  love  and  light  keep  you  safe  in  your  land  and  homes.  Pray  for 
God  to  give  you  something  important  to  do  in  this  great  work  which  lies 
ahead  of  us  all  to  bring  peace  on  earth.  We  the  Hopi  still  hold  the  sacred 
stone  tablets  and  now  await  the  coming  of  our  True  White  Brother  and 
others  seriously  ready  to  work  for  the  Creator's  peace  on  earth. 

Be  well,  my  children,  and  think  good  thoughts  of  peace  and  togetherness. 


Peace  for  all  life  on  earth  and  peace  with  one  another  in  our  homes, 
families  and  countries.  We  are  not  so  different  in  the  Creator's  eyes.  The 
same  great  Father  Sun  shines  his  love  on  each  of  us  daily  just  as  Mother 
Earth  prepares  the  sustenance  for  our  table,  do  they  not?  We  are  one  after 
all. 

Chief  Dan  Evehema,  (105)  Spiritual  leader.  Eldest  Elder  Greeswood  / 
Roadrunner  Clan  Society  Father  / Snake  Priest  / Kachina  Father. 

From  Hotevilla,  Arizona,  Hopi  Sovereign  Nation. 
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Shoalwaters  will  revive  talks  with  Ridgefield  on  impasse 

The  tribe  wants  to  reach  a deal  for  its  development  as  it  backs  off  from 

challenging  a rider  on  a federal  bill 

Saturday,  November  27,  1999 

By  Rick  Bella  of  The  Oregonian  staff 

RIDGEFIELD,  Wash.  --  Representatives  of  the  Shoalwater  Bay  Indian 
Tribe  and  the  city  of  Ridgefield  have  set  another  meeting  in  hopes  of 
resolving  their  differences  over  a development  the  tribe  proposes  to  build 
just  east  of  the  city. 

Meanwhile,  the  202-member  tribe,  one  of  Washington's  smallest  and 
poorest,  has  backed  off  from  challenging  a federal  appropriations  bill  that 
the  Shoalwaters  call  unconstitutional.  The  Shoalwaters  say  they  don't  have 
enough  money  for  a legal  challenge  and  are  looking  for  broader  support  from 
the  Native  American  community. 

"I  don't  know  if  we're  in  a position  to  right  that  kind  of  wrong,"  said 
Flerbert  Madzu  Whitish,  Shoalwater  tribal  chairman.  "We  hate  to  see  an 
appropriations  bill  like  that  go  through.  But  to  participate  in  the  legal 
system,  you  have  to  have  a big  checkbook." 

Last  year,  a Whatcom  County  dairy  farmer  deeded  170.8  acres  at  Ridgefield 
Junction  to  the  tribe.  The  Shoalwaters  then  asked  the  federal  government  to 
place  the  land  in  trust  so  the  tribe,  which  is  based  on  the  Washington 
coast,  could  develop  a residential  subdivision. 

The  tribe  wants  the  development  to  provide  revenue  to  pay  for  health  care, 
education  and  economic  development  on  its  tiny  reservation  in  Tokeland. 

As  a sovereign  nation,  the  tribe  is  legally  required  to  deal  only  with  the 
federal  government.  Whitish  said.  But  an  amendment  attached  to  the  Interior 
appropriations  bill  by  U.S.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  prohibits  the 
federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  from  placing  the  Shoalwaters'  land  near 
Ridgefield  into  trust  unless  the  tribe  first  reaches  development  agreements 
with  Clark  County. 

"We  believe  it  is  unconstitutional,"  Whitish  said  Friday.  "The  Clinton 
administration  opposed  the  rider.  But  in  the  end,  the  president  didn't  veto 
it . " 

At  the  same  time,  the  Shoalwaters  are  seriously  considering  amending  their 
plans  for  developing  the  land,  which  is  just  east  of  Interstate  5,  on  the 
Ridgefield  city  limits.  Initially,  the  tribe  said  it  wanted  to  build  1,580 
town  houses.  But  Ridgefield,  Clark  County  and  neighbors  said  such  a dense 
development  would  strain  services,  overburden  roads  and  threaten  the 
semirural  lifestyle  enjoyed  by  area  residents. 

Since  then,  the  Shoalwaters  have  said  they  would  be  willing  to  amend  their 
plans  and  concentrate  on  light  industrial  development,  which  is  favored  by 
the  county's  long-range  plans. 

Whitish  said  he  planned  to  meet  with  Ridgefield  representatives  on  Monday 
in  Kelso. 

"The  longer  we  get  into  this  project,  the  more  things  seem  to  be  stacked 
up  against  us,"  Whitish  said.  "But  I hope  we  can  develop  the  project  so  it 


provides  us  a grubstake  and  we  can  provide  basic  benefits  for  our  people. 


Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use  http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html 
doctrine  of  international  copyright  law. 
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Navaho  Code  Talkers:  Native  American  Student  Essay 
for  Native  American  Month 
Native  American's  Contribution 
by  Natika  Tsinnie  (Dineh) 

Washington,  D.C.  Area  School 

(Special  Note:  When  Natika  told  her  teacher  she  wanted  to  do  a paper  on 
the  Navajo  Code  Talkers,  her  teacher  responded  that  no  such  thing 
existed!  Below  is  Natika' s informative  paper  bringing  to  life  the 
contribution  made  by  Native  Americans  during  World  War  II.  Additional 
Information  is  provided  by  the  student  author  at  the  end  of  the  essay.) 


Native  American's  Contribution 

Native  Americans  made  a large  contribution  to  the  United  States  in 
World  War  II.  The  United  States  has  given  little  recognition  to  Native 
Americans  who  served  and  fought  for  their  country.  The  Navaho  Code 
Talkers  played  an  especially  important  role. 

World  War  II  began  in  1939  and  lasted  until  1945.  America  was  at  war  in 
Europe  and  the  Pacific,  specifically  with  the  Germans  and  the  Japanese. 

One  reason  that  there  were  so  many  Native  Americans  that  joined  the 
military  was  because  many  "Native  Americans  lied  about  their  age,  so 
that  they  were  allowed  to  enlist."  In  the  beginning  of  the  war,  "25,000 
Native  Americans  served  in  the  military."  When  all  the  Indians  lined  up 
to  pledge  their  loyalty  to  the  armed  forces,  an  army  official  wrote,  "if 
the  entire  population  enlisted  in  the  same  proportion  as  Indians,  there 
would  be  no  need  for  selective  service."  "In  1942,  there  was  50,000 
Navahos,  and  in  1945,  540  joined  the  Marines."  The  Navaho  Code  Talkers 
served  in  the  Marines  from  1942-1945  against  the  enemy,  the  Japanese. 

"The  youngest  Navaho  Code  Talker  was  fifteen  years  old"  because  he  lied 
and  said  he  was  eighteen.  "The  Marines  used  420  Navaho  Code"  Talkers  in 
World  War  II  and  120  fought.  There  were  fourteen  Choctaw  Code  Talkers. 
Their  job  was  to  secretly  relay  coded  messages  about  military  plans. 

There  were  also  seventeen  Comanche  Code  Talkers  used  in  World  War  II. 

Both  the  Comanche  and  the  Choctaw  nations  fought  against  the  Germans. 

The  Comanche  Code  Talkers  used  the  word  "posah-tai-vo",  referring  to 
Hitler,  literally  saying  "crazy  white  man." 

The  man  who  came  up  with  the  idea  of  using  Navahos  for  code  talkers 
was  Philip  Johnson  (Johnston).  "Philip  Johnson  was  raised  on  the  Navaho 
reservation  and  when  he  was  nine,  he  went  with  his  father  and  two 
Navahos  to  Washington  D.C.  Acting  as  a translator  for  the  adults,  he 
asked  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  for  fair  treatment  of  the  Navaho  and 
Hopi  nations  by  the  American  government." 

During  the  United  States'  involvement  in  World  War  II,  Johnson  saw  the 
need  for  Navaho  involvement  in  the  war  effort.  Johnson  knew  the  Navaho 
language  was  complicated  and  confusing.  In  addition,  only  "two  dozen 
non-Navahos  understood  the  language"  at  that  time,  the  "Navaho  language 
was  not  a written  language, " and  the  Navaho  language  does  not  contain  an 
alphabet  or  symbols.  Another  reason  the  military  should  use  the  Navaho 
nation  in  World  War  II  was  because  they  had  more  people  who  spoke  their 
native  language,  unlike  the  Comanche  and  Chippewa  nations.  Johnson  then 
had  to  prove  to  Major  General  Clayton  B.  Vogel  to  use  the  Navaho  Code 
Talkers  in  World  War  II  by  conducting  a test.  "Because  the  future 
Navaho  Code  Talkers  could  send  and  decode  a 3-line  message  from  Navaho 


to  English  in  20  seconds.  Major  General  Vogel  approved  Johnson's  idea. 
That  same  3-line  message  would  have  taken  30  minutes  to  decode  by  a 
machine."  After  the  successful  test,  Johnson  became  the  leader  of  the 
code  talker  program. 

Johnson  sent  many  Navahos  to  be  trained  at  boot  camp  and  then  they  were 
trained  to  become  Navaho  Code  Talkers.  The  first  29  Navaho  Code  Talkers 
had  to  develop  a dictionary  with  many  words  from  the  natural  world. 

Some  chosen  words  used  in  the  war  were  "floating  land"  (Philippines), 

"our  mother"  (America),  "eggs"  (bombs),  and  "tortoise  shooter"  (antitank 
gun). 

In  the  end,  the  Navaho  Code  Talkers  developed  411  terms  to  use  during 
World  War  II.  Out  of  the  first  29  Navahos,  27  were  sent  to  Guadalcanal 
and  two  were  left  to  train  the  rest  of  the  Navahos  that  were  to  become 
Navaho  Code  Talkers.  All  the  Navaho  Code  Talkers  had  to  memorize  every 
code  word  used  for  communicating.  The  Japanese  were  never  able  to 
decipher  the  code  used  by  the  Navaho  Code  Talkers. 

From  1941-1945,  all  American  Indian  men  were  forced  to  register  for 
the  draft;  however,  many  American  Indians  were  not  allowed  to  vote.  The 
National  Guard  unit  sent  many  American  Indians  to  the  Philippines  to 
fight.  World  War  II  was  the  first  time  that  "Native  Americans  were 
surrounded  by  this  "White  Culture"  after  all  the  previous  explorations 
because  they  all  lived  on  reservations."  "In  the  first  48  hours,  the 
Navaho  Code  Talkers  had  sent  and  received  800  coded  messages,  all  of 
which  were  without  error  by  either  communicating  over  the  radio  or  the 
telephone."  "The  Marines  captured  a Navaho  and  believed  him  to  be  a 
Japanese  soldier  dressed  in  a Marine  uniform",  but  later  was  released. 

The  Major  General  Alexander  A.  Vandergrift  asked  the  Marine  Corps  to 
train  83  more  Navahos  because  the  code  talkers  had  been  extremely 
successful  in  coding  messages  during  the  war. 

After  World  War  II,  the  code  talkers  were  not  nationally  recognized 
until  1969  for  their  work  and  effort  in  this  war.  Because  of  the 
American  Indians  brave  work,  they  earned  the  right  to  vote  in  1948. 
Furthermore,  five  American  Indians  were  awarded  the  "nation's  highest 
military  honor"  for  fighting  in  World  War  II.  Because  of  the  Navaho 
Code  Talkers  dangerous  and  highly  important  work  during  the  war. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  declared  a National  Navaho  Code  Talkers  Day  in 
1982,  almost  40  years  after  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  United  States  would  have  never  won  World  War  II  without  the  Navaho 
Code  Talkers.  American  Indians  gave  up  their  lives  and  fought  proudly. 
The  United  States  has  yet  to  recognize  and  celebrate  the  Navaho 
Codetalkers  Day  that  President  Reagan  approved  seventeen  years  ago. 

>From  all  the  Native  Americans  killed  in  World  War  II,  people  easily 
overlook  the  American  Indian's  contribution  to  this  war  because  they  are 
a minority  in  their  own  country. 
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Extra  information  on  Navaho  Code  Talkers: 


Although  there  have  been  several  books  written  about  the  Navaho  Code 
Talkers,  there  are  not  enough  facts  around  to  understand  fully  how  they 
felt  after  the  war  and  what  they  became. 

The  books  that  I have  read,  according  to  my  father,  were  not  always 
telling  the  whole  story.  When  I was  around  seven  years  old,  I had  the 
wonderful  opportunity  to  meet  the  code  talkers  personally  when  they  came 
to  Washington  D.C.  I even  sat  on  one  of  the  code  talker's  knee  and  had 
some  pictures  taken  with  them.  My  father,  a full  blooded  Navaho,  spoke 
and  interviewed  the  code  talkers  a couple  of  times.  My  father  told  me 
many  facts  I never  read  in  any  book  and  the  Navaho  Code  Talker  revealed 
to  my  father  some  interesting  facts.  The  code  talker  explained,  that  he 
was  proud  of  his  services  during  the  war,  the  Navaho  Code  Talkers  were 
never  really  recognized  and  when  they  returned  to  their  reservation, 
they  were  soon  forgotten.  As  the  years  passed,  the  code  talkers  found 
out  that  they  were  just  another  weapon  to  be  used  by  the  United  States. 

They  learned  that  if  the  enemy  was  going  to  overtake  them,  a fellow 
soldier  was  assigned  as  a partner  to  the  code  talker  and  his  job  was  to 
kill  the  Navaho  code  talker,  so  the  code  would  be  protected.  A code 
talker  said,  "If  I knew  this  policy  existed,  I would  not  have  joined." 

These  are  little  bits  of  information  I learned  from  my  father  through 
his  talks  with  the  Navaho  Code  Talkers.  I am  proud  of  the  Navaho  Code 
Talkers,  and  they  are  truly  our  greatest  warriors.  I am  proud  to  be  a 
Navaho  and  share  the  pride  these  Navaho  Code  Talkers  have. 

Natika  Tsinnie 
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I am  sitting  in  a car  in  the  snow-covered  parking  lot  of  Peenamin 
McKenzie  School  in  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  eyes  on  the  hummocky  mountains 
that  ring  the  frigid  waters  of  Lake  Melville  below,  ears  to  the  radio, 
listening  to  the  Premier  of  Newfoundland  prattle  away. 

There  is  no  other  word  for  it,  so  smoothly  and  effortlessly  does  the 
speech  proceed,  innocent  of  punctuation,  devoid  of  thought. 

Responding  to  the  latest  chapter  in  the  ongoing  genocide  of  this  place 
and  its  people,  Brian  Tobin  applies  a poultice  of  pure  verbiage. 

There  is  no  such  talk  in  a little  frame  bungalow  just  down  the  road  from 
the  school.  At  least  30  people  have  crowded  into  it.  When  they  speak,  they 
whisper. 

The  coffins  of  two  children  are  in  the  front  parlour.  The  white  one 
belongs  to  a two-year-old  girl  who  died  of  natural  causes;  the  blue  one 
belongs  to  a teen-aged  boy,  Andrew  Rich,  a gas  sniffer  and  drinker,  who 
killed  himself. 

Andrew,  known  as  Mr.  T,  shot  himself  a day  after  his  father,  Napess 
Ashini,  left  for  London  to  help  publicize  a report  condemning  the  Canadian 
government  for  its  treatment  of  the  Labrador  Innu  . Its  central 
indictment:  a suicide  rate  among  young  Innu  that  is  13  times  the  Canadian 
norm.  Since  the  authors  compiled  their  data,  four  more  young  men  of  this 
village  have  killed  themselves. 


Mr.  T's  mother,  Katie  Rich  (no  relation  to  the  former  Innu  chief  at 
Davis  Inlet),  is  lying  on  a mattress  on  the  floor  in  a room  next  to  the 
one  containing  the  remains  of  her  second  son,  surrounded  by  friends  and 
family.  But  her  first  son,  Dominic,  is  not  among  the  mourners.  With  a 
history  of  psychological  problems  and,  like  his  brother,  a gas  sniffer  and 
drinker,  he  suffered  a breakdown  on  learning  of  Mr.  T's  death.  He  is  in 
hospital  in  nearby  Goose  Bay. 

Back  at  the  school,  principal  Francesca  Snow  brushes  off  inquiries.  One 
of  those  who  killed  himself  this  summer  was  a nephew  of  hers.  The  latest 
suicide  has  traumatized  both  her  and  the  student  body.  "There's  not  so 
much  you  can  say  as  a principal.  I feel  so  weak  today." 

She  is  the  first  Innu  principal  at  the  Catholic  school  that  serves  the 
community,  and  the  students  turn  to  her  for  consolation.  About  100  have 
come  to  her  in  distress  since  the  term  began  in  September.  "It's  not 
helping,"  she  says. 

"Anything  could  happen,  any  time,  any  day.  It's  very  hard  to  describe. 
It's  like  a dream.  It's  hard  to  believe,  but  60  to  70  per  cent  of  all  the 
people  in  this  community  are  suicidal.  The  way  it  is,  it's  like  we're  just 
watching.  But  nothing  is  happening.  Nothing  is  being  done." 

Ms.  Snow  has  called  in  counsellors  from  the  school  board  offices  in 
Goose  Bay.  The  first  thing  they  do  is  show  the  Innu  students  a slide 
demonstrating  that  they  are  10  times  more  likely  to  kill  themselves  than 
white  students. 

That's  not  working,  either. 

While  the  counselling  goes  on,  two  other  teachers  try  to  corral  an 
obviously  intoxicated  boy.  There  is  a school  bus  idling  in  the  parking  lot, 
waiting  to  take  him  home. 

"We  have  the  bus  available  at  all  times  now,"  says  one  of  the  teachers. 
There  are  no  longer  any  grades  used  in  the  school,  and  in  any  given  year 
only  one  or  two  students  will  graduate. 

Sitting  in  the  new  offices  of  the  Sheshatshiu  band  council,  veteran  Innu 
activist  Ben  Michel  tries  to  explain  a depth  of  social  and  cultural 
despair  unimaginable  to  most  white  Canadians,  a form  of  genocide  in  which 
the  oppressed  perversely  "agree"  to  destroy  themselves.  Like  all  the  other 
would-be  explainers,  he  fails,  ultimately  falling  back  on  a quotation  from 
Mahatma  Gandhi. 

"It's  a very  appropriate  quote  from  Mr.  Gandhi,"  the  native  leader  says, 
"his  last  words."  Mr.  Michel's  voice  goes  thick  with  horror  and  despair  as 
he  utters  them. 

"Oh  my  God." 
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Province,  federal  government,  Innu  Nation  outline  interim  steps  to 
address  issues  confronting  Innu  communities 

The  following  statement  was  issued  today  following  a meeting  between 
Premier  Brian  Tobin;  Robert  Nault,  federal  minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
Northern  Development;  and  Peter  Penashue,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  to 
discuss  First  Nations  Equivalency  for  the  Labrador  Innu  and  other  related 
matters : 

Today,  the  Innu  Nation,  Canada  and  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  reached 
agreement  in  principle  on  next  steps  to  provide  the  Innu  of  Labrador  with 
the  tools  necessary  to  address  the  issues  confronting  their  communities. 

Peter  Penashue,  president  of  the  Innu  Nation,  Chief  Paul  Rich  of 
Sheshatshiu,  Chief  Mark  Nui  of  the  Mushuau  Innu,  Premier  Brian  Tobin,  and 


federal  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  Minister  Robert  Nault 
committed  to  pursuing  the  following  interim  steps,  to  be  taken  pending  the 
conclusion  of  an  Innu  land  claim  and  self-government  agreement. 

1.  The  province  will  facilitate  the  transfer  of  the  land  occupied  by  the 
communities  of  Sheshatshiu  and  Natuashish  to  Canada.  Canada  will  then  make 
this  land  available  to  the  Innu.  These  lands  will  eventually  form  part  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Innu  land  claim. 

2.  Canada  will  cover  the  costs  of  Innu  educational  programs.  Canada  and 
the  province  will  work  together  with  the  Innu  to  transfer  control  for 
these  programs  to  the  Innu. 

3.  The  parties  will  conclude  an  agreement  on  aboriginal  policing  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  province  will  use  the  savings  it  realizes  from  current 
education  costs  for  aboriginal  policing.  Any  additional  savings  will  be 
invested  in  community  priorities  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

4.  The  parties  will  work  to  put  in  place  the  necessary  legal  arrangements 
for  Innu  governance  to  give  effect  to  these  arrangements . 

5.  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada  will  establish  an  office  in 
Labrador,  whose  role  will  include  working  with  the  Innu  to  assist  them  in 
taking  on  these  responsibilities. 

6.  All  parties  reaffirm  their  commitment  to  the  expeditious  conclusion  of 
an  Innu  land  claim  and  self-government  agreement. 
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ST.  JOHN'S,  NFLD.  - It  was  a historic  day  for  Labrador  Innu.  Aboriginal 
leaders  have  negotiated  a six  point  deal  with  the  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments . 

Robert  Nault  Among  other  things,  the  agreement  in  principle  gives  the 
Innu  more  control  of  their  education  and  policing. 

Peter  Penashue  The  Province  is  hailing  it  as  a significant  step  toward 
self  government.  But  Innu  leaders  say  it  is  only  the  beginning.  The  smiles 
and  handshakes  did  little  to  foreshadow  the  marathon  negotiations  ahead. 
For  the  first  time,  Labrador  Innu  leaders,  the  Province  and  the  Federal 
Government  would  sit  down  to  hash  out  the  fate  of  Labrador's  struggling 
Innu  communities.  Suicide  and  substance  abuse  have  long  plagued  the  Innu. 
But  a report  in  early  November  that  pointed  the  finger  directly  at 
government  for  the  problem  was  a call  to  action. 

Action  that  came  in  the  form  of  a deal  - an  agreement  in  principle. 
Premier  Brian  Tobin:  "What  we're  doing  today  goes  beyond  First  Nations 
Equivalency.  First  Nations  Equivalency  would  have  had  the  Federal 
Government  step  in  in  the  areas  that  are  identified.  We're  going  beyond 
that  today. " 

Going  beyond  that  means  the  Province  will  transfer  land  in  Sheshatshiu 
and  Shango  Bay  to  Canada.  Canada  will  in  essence  give  it  back  to  the  Innu 
- they'll  eventually  become  part  of  a future  land  claims  package. 

The  Federal  Government  will  take  over  funding  Innu  education,  but  the 
Innu  will  have  more  control  over  the  system  - how  and  what  it  teaches  Innu 
children . 


An  agreement  on  aboriginal  policing  is  also  in  the  works.  The  Province 
will  funnel  any  savings  from  this  deal  into  aboriginal  policing  and  other 
community  programs.  And  on  the  issue  of  self -governance,  everyone's  agreed 
to  move  in  that  direction,  including  a commitment  to  speed  up  Land  Claims 
Negotiations . 

The  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  will  set  up  a Labrador  Office  to  help 
implement  the  changes.  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault:  "It's  been 
our  understanding  for  a number  of  years,  now  that  giving  Aboriginal  People 
and  the  Innu  in  particular  the  tools  to  govern  themselves,  not  only  to 
advance  themselves  but  to  create  an  economic  base." 

What  Government  claimed  as  a victory,  Innu  leaders  saw  as  a clear 
compromise.  Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue:  "We  had  to  make  a 
decision  this  afternoon,  either  we  walked  away  from  the  table  because  we 
didn't  get  the  full  loaf,  as  we  had  sought,  or  we  accepted  the  quarter 
loaf  that  was  being  offered  us." 

The  Innu  say  there  are  still  a number  of  social  programs  and  services 
missing;  a lot  of  work  to  be  done  before  Innu  can  begin  healing.  Peter 
Penashue:  "We're  not  jumping  up  and  down,  but  we  recognize  it's  a step. 

And  I think  it's  a significant  step." 

A significant  step,  but  hardly  the  end  of  the  road  for  Innu  negotiations. 
This  agreement  in  principle  is  merely  an  interim  measure.  The  long  process 
of  negotiating  land  claims  and  true  self-governance  will  be  months  or 
likely  years  in  the  making. 
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Potawatomi  administrator  talks  about  diversity  to  women  voters 
By  NANCY  COOK-SENN 
c.  Shawnee  News-Star 
November  16,  1999 

Tracing  her  experience  with  diversity  to  her  Polish-speaking  neighbors  in 
Flarrah  and  her  Kickapoo-speaking  classmates  in  first  grade,  Linda  Capps 
presented  a program  on  diversity  to  the  Potawatomie  County  League  of 
Women  Voters  Monday  at  the  Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation  Long  Room. 

"This  whole  diversity  thing  is  'Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you,'"  she  said. 

Now  vice  chairman  and  an  administrator  with  the  Potawatomi  Nation,  Capps 
has  been  Indian  Education  director  for  Tecumseh  Schools,  minority  advocate 
on  the  board  of  Rural  Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  currently  serves  with  the 
University  of  Oklahoma's  Southwest  Center  for  Fluman  Relations.  Her  work 
with  Gordon  Cooper  Technology  Center's  bid  assistance  program  and  with  the 
tribe  earned  her  the  "Small  Business  Administration  Oklahoma  Minority 
Advocate  of  the  Year"  award  in  1997. 

Techniques  for  avoiding  bias  in  spoken  and  written  communication  include 
avoiding  identifying  people  by  race,  gender  or  other  categories.  Use  terms 
that  include  all  people  --  use  "people"  or  "human  beings"  rather  than 
"mankind,"  for  example. 

"In  approaching  or  communicating  with  the  disabled,  just  remember  that 
they're  people  like  everyone  else  except  a certain  area  where  they  have  a 
limitation,"  Capps  said. 


"Managers  are  working  to  find  ways  to  make  their  organizations  work  for 
all  people  and  ways  to  make  diverse  workers  comfortable.  No  one  does  it 
better  than  the  Disney  corporation.  Their  acronym  is  RAVE  --  respect, 
appreciate,  value  everyone. 

"All  we  need  to  do  is  apply  that  Golden  Rule,"  she  said. 

Capps  said  that  in  the  next  year  50  percent  of  women  will  be  in  the  work 
force,  and  60  percent  of  new  entries  into  the  work  force  will  be  women  -- 
75  percent  of  American  households  will  have  a woman  in  the  workplace. 

Many  other  elements  drive  an  increasing  diversity  in  the  workplace 
including  larger  numbers  of  minority  workers,  young  workers  and  aging 
workers . 

No  single  initiative  can  successfully  manage  diversity  issues  in  the 
workplace,  she  said,  but  diversity  training  is  a primary  strategy. 

Managing  a diverse  staff  successfully  is  a competitive  strategy  that 
contributes  to  the  success  of  the  organization. 

The  company  can  be  a barrier  to  diversity  if  it  has  an  inadequate 
structure,  Capps  said.  Individuals  may  create  barriers  to  diversity  with 
negative  attitudes,  inadequate  skills  or  education,  poor  self  esteem  or 
poor  career-planning  strategies. 

"RE : Montreal-Area  Indian  Reserve  Wants  to  Be  Tax  Haven"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Nov  1999  20:30:48  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-17-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Montreal-Area  Indian  Reserve  Wants  to  Be  Tax  Haven,  Post  Says 

Bloomberg 

11/15/99 

Kahnawake,  Quebec,  Nov.  15  --  The  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation,  an  Indian 
reservation  30  kilometers  (19  miles)  southwest  of  Montreal,  wants  to 
become  an  tax  haven  similar  to  the  Caribbean  island  of  Antigua,  and  is 
planning  to  set  up  an  Internet  bank,  as  well  as  a securities  exchange  and 
financial  regulatory  agency,  the  National  Post  reported,  citing  Chief 
David  Rice,  head  of  Mohawk  Internet  Technologies,  an  industrial  park  on 
the  reserve.  Rice  said  the  Mohawk  Internet  has  hired  Michael  Tobin,  a 
former  New  York  state  economic-development  official  and  the  former  head  of 
business  development  at  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  to  help  develop  the 
bank.  Canadian  government  officials  aren't  sure  whether  the  venture  would 
be  legal,  the  Post  said. 

The  Kahnawake  reserve  set  up  armed  barricades  blocking  the  Mercier 
bridge  over  Quebec's  St.  Lawrence  River  during  the  so-  called  Oka  Crisis, 
a 1990  dispute  over  land  claims. 

"RE;  Buffalo  News"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Nov  1999  18:53:50  -0700 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  News... 

In  this  issue  of  Stop  the  Slaughter! 

+ Update  from  the  Field 

+ Winter  Use  Comments  Needed  by  December  1st 
+ Attention  All  Law  Students 
+ Thanks!:  Road  Show  a Success 
+ "Spirit  of  the  Buffalo"  conference 
+ Art:  Buffalo  Mask  Project 

Tidbits : 

Racicot  gets  more  press... 

http: //www. grist magazine . com/grist/muck/muckll2299. stm 


you  can  still  send  a free  fax  to  the  DOL: 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/politk99/faxD0L.html 


+ Update  from  the  Field 

Here  we  go  again ! ! ! ! 

First  off,  a heartfelt  thank  you  to  all  the  people  that  make  sure  the 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (BFC)  exists.  Winter  is  here  and  with  it  the 
buffalo  come  out  of  the  Park.  Unfortunately  they  are  still  stalked 
by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (MDOL).  The  1999-2000  lease 
for  MDOL ' s rental  of  Dale  Koelzer's  basement  and  of  course  the  free 
land  use  for  the  Duck  Creek  capture  facility  has  been  was  approved 
This  lease  was  signed  in  its  traditional  form  of  a handshake  on 
November  4,  1999  Mr.  Koelzer  is  currently  pending  three  poaching 
charges  about  a dead  buffalo  on  his  land.  He  did  come  out  in  the 
papers  and  state  that  he  shot  the  buffalo.  He  has  now  changed  his 
plea  to  not  guilty  and  asked  for  a jury  trail.  His  trial  date  will 
be  set  at  a December  13  hearing  in  Bozeman,  Montana.  BFC  and  many 
other  outraged  citizens  and  groups  will  rally  together  in  protest. 

Today  found  the  MDOL  frittering  away  taxpayer  money  to  move  the 
facility  closer  to  the  house  so  that  the  DOL  won't  have  to  walk  so 
far . 

Meanwhile,  the  Horse  Butte  capture  facility  is  again  approved  by  the 
United  States  Forest  Service.  All  this  with  the  knowledge  of  a 
mating  pair  of  bald  eagle  who  had  offspring  this  year,  after  having 
been  unsuccessful  for  five  years.  The  plan  also  called  for  the  MDOL 
to  revegitate  the  land  where  the  capture  facility  sat.  No 
restoration  has  taken  place.  The  legalities  of  both  these  incidents 
are  being  looked  into  by  BFC.  The  capture  facility  has  not  been  set 
up  yet.  We  will  leave  it  at  that. 

Campaign  life  is  ready  to  roll:  7 field  camp  tipis,  a new  office,  a 
great  return  crew,  many  new  warriors  on  their  way  and  more  firewood 
than  I've  ever  seen.  Seeds  of  Peace  provides  the  best  meals  on  earth 
to  BFC  again  this  year.  Last  year  over  250  warriors  from  around  the 
world  protected  buffalo  for  seven  months.  The  recent  issue  of 
Mother  Hones  magazine  (Nov)  has  an  article  about  BFC,  helping  spread 
the  word. 

Our  energy  and  numbers  continue  to  grow.  Unfortunately  with  that  so 
do  our  costs. 

The  BFC  operation  runs  about  $10,000  a month  during  the  seven  months 
of  patrolling.  The  never  ending  saga  of  fund  raising.  In  past  years, 
over  60%  of  that  cost  has  come  from  you  the  individual  supporter. 

With  this  honor,  the  warriors  in  the  field  smile,  knowing  the  people 
are  with  us  in  spirit.  Patrols  start  this  week  and  the  buffalo  will 
be  under  our  never  blinking  eyes.  Showing  the  world  the  truth. 

Enjoy  the  holiday  seasons  and  know  your  efforts  keep  us  with  the  buffalo. 
For  the  Buffalo, 

Michael  S.  Mease 
Campaign  Coordinator 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone  406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 


+ Comments  Due  on  Yellowstone  Winter  Use  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement(DEIS)  by  Dec.  1st 

The  National  Park  Service  has  produced  a DEIS--  the  product  of  an 
agreement  reached  after  The  Fund  for  Animals,  the  Ecology  Center  and 
other  groups  sued  the  NPS  in  1997--on  Winter  Use  In  Yellowstone  Park. 
Comments  are  due  by  December  1st.  You  can  find  a copy  of  the  DEIS 
online  at: 

http://www.nps.gov/planning/yell/winteruse/index.html 
Speak  out  for  the  buffalo  and  their  winter  solitude! 


+ ATTENTION  ALL  LAW  STUDENTS:  (please  pass  this  on) 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo)  invites 


you  to  join  us  in  and  around  Yellowstone  National  Park  between 
mid-November  and  mid-May  to  experience  and  grasp  the  issue 
surrounding  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  slaughter. 

We  are  encouraging  law  students  to  join  us  in  the  field  to  glimpse, 
first  hand,  the  interactions  between  activists  and  Montana  Department 
of  Livestock  officials  as  well  as  other  state  and  federal  agents. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  students  to  develop  an  understanding  of 
the  setting  of  many  highly  debated  violations  of  our  constitutional 
amendments,  in  court  today.  In  addition,  this  exchange  will  provide 
an  opportunity  for  activists  to  ask  questions  about  their  rights  in 
non-violent  field  confrontations. 

You  are  not  obligated  to  break  the  law  or  interact  any  more  than  you 
feel  comfortable.  This  is  simply  an  opportunity  to  open  the  doors  of 
communication  between  future  law  defenders  and  volunteers  on  the 
front  lines  of  America's  first  National  Park  protesting  the  slaughter 
of  the  last  'wild  and  free-roaming'  bison. 

As  always,  you  need  only  bring  yourself,  a sleeping  bag,  warm  clothes 
and  personal  snow  transportation  (i.e.  skis,  snowshoes, ...  snowmobiles 
if  you  got  em'!).  We  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  a warm  cabin 
with  other  volunteers,  hearty  meals  and  any  warm  clothes  or  gear  that 
you  don't  have. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments  please  contact  us  at 
mailto: buffalo@wildrockies . org 


+ Road  Show:  A Success 

Mike  Mease  of  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  and  Darrell  Geist  of  Cold 
Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  hit  the  road  in  August  to  raise  public 
awareness  on  the  West  Coast  of  the  fight  to  end  Montana's  slaughter 
of  Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo  herd.  The  buffalo  duo  had  ten  shows  in 
California,  Nevada,  Oregon  and  Washington  drawing  over  400  people. 
Nearly  10,000  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  flyers  were  distributed  to 
businesses  and  interested  people  who  wanted  to  put  them  out  in  their 
own  communities.  Many  great  connections  were  made  with  people 
willing  to  outreach,  letter  writing,  fundraising  and  volunteer  their 
time  this  winter  with  the  buffalo. 

Special  thanks  to  Ron  Flunter,  Dohn  Sterling  and  all  the  fine  folks  at 
Patagonia  who  set-up  presentations  at  stores  in  Ventura,  San 
Francisco,  Santa  Cruz,  Reno,  and  Seattle.  Special  thanks  also  to 
Nancy  Couperus  (Let  Buffalo  Roam),  Karen  Pickett  (Bay  Area  Fleadwaters 
Coalition),  Gar  Smith  (Earth  Island  Journal),  Cascadia  Forest 
Alliance,  Chipper  Bro,  Earth  First!  Journal,  Tara  Cummins,  Doe  Dibee 
and  Den  Kolar  for  their  help  and  hospitality. 


+ Buffalo  Field  Campaign  attended  the  "Spirit  of  the  Buffalo" 
conference  in  Denver  this  month  where  discussions  were  held  in  an 
open  forum  format.  The  titles  of  these  of  these  forums  were,  "Our 
Relationship  to  the  Land.", "The  Yellowstone  Bison  Issue",  Buffalo 
Commons:More  than  a Metaphor",  And  "A  New  Century  of  Flealthy  Land 
Uses" . 

Dan  Brister  & Flo  Gardipee;  Board  Members  of  Buffalo  Field  Campaign, 
were  included  in  the  panel  of  speakers  for  the  "Yellowstone  Bison 
Issue"  led  by  Sam  Albrecht,  Executive  Director  of  the  National  Bison 
Association . 


+ Buffalo  Mask  Project 

The  Buffalo  Mask  Project  begun  to  direct  our  energies  toward  finding 
people  who  want  to  make  number  projects,  and  organizing  places  to 
exhibit  the  number  projects. 

What  is  a number  project?  A number  project  is  one  thousand  and 
eighty  four  small  repeated  objects.  Each  object  represents  one  of 
the  Bison  killed  during  the  winter  of  1996-1997.  During  this  first 
phase  of  the  Buffalo  Death  Mask  Project,  number  projects  will  serve 
to  rally  support  and  involvement  for  the  Bison  and  the  people  working 
to  protect  them.  Anyone  can  make  a number  project  out  of  any 
material  or  found  object.  A variety  of  places  will  be  exhibiting  the 


projects  to  the  community.  If  you  have  an  idea  that  you  would  like 
to  spin  into  a number  project  and  would  like  a place  to  display  the 
work,  please  contact  us  for  more  information. 

For  more  info  regarding  this  and  the  Buffalo  Mask  project 
Please  contact:  mailto:buffalomaskproject@hotmail.com 
For  one  buffalo 

For  one  thousand  and  eighty  four  buffalo 


Thanks  to  Bonnie  Raitt  and  Honor  the  Earth  for  the  great  Boise  benefit 
concert ! 

Thanks  to  NorCross  for  helping  us  out  with  our  video  gear!  Thanks 
again  to  Patagonia  for  the  warm  winter  gear  and  support!  Thanks 
Snohawk  for  design  assistance! 

Thanks  for  everyone  who  has  made  phone  calls,  written  letters  and 
sent  us  kind  words  and  support!!! 

For  the  Earth! 

Volunteers  needed : http: //www. wild roc kies .org/buffalo/f ield989/volnteer . html 
A few  newsletters  are  still  available  for  distribution  in  your 
community;  contact  us  at  mailto:buffalo@wildrockies.org 


Please  take  20  seconds  and  add  your  voice  to  those  who  speak  FOR  THE 
BUFFALO  and  sign  this  petition!  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffpet 
the  Montana  DOL  have  killed  over  1500  buffalo  this  decade! 


we  have  posted  video  clips  for  an  "in  the  field"  look  at  the  buffalo 
and  their  plight  with  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock 
Please  stop  by  and  see  it! 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/ buffalo/ press/ video .html 

The  web  page  is  being  updated  for  this  new  winter  season ...  keep 

checkin'  in  and  thanks  for  your  patience! 

"RE : Salt  River  Pima  Community  Seeks  Casino  Share"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Nov  1999  05:36:00  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA.edu 

Sub j : Salt  River  residents  seek  share  of  casino  money: 

Petitions  ask  share  of  gaming  money: 

Salt  River  residents  say  leaders  hiding  information  (fwd) 

- Forwarded  message — 

Date:  Nov.  10,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ 1110cash . shtml 

Petitions  ask  share  of  gaming  money 

Salt  River  residents  say  leaders  hiding  information 

By  Carol  Sowers 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Nov.  10,  1999 

The  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community  could  be  the  second  gaming 
tribe  in  the  state  to  get  a share  of  casino  profits  after  a petition  drive, 
spurred  by  some  residents'  frustration  over  the  secrecy  surrounding  the 
financial  picture  of  all  of  the  tribe's  enterprises. 

"All  you  have  to  do  is  drive  around  the  reservation  and  see  the  various 
needs."  said  Garnet  Gates,  a former  Tribal  Council  member  who  helped  start 
the  petition  drive.  "The  people  are  wondering  where  the  money  is  going, 
and  it  is  not  going  into  the  community.  You  have  people  who  can't  meet 
their  daily  needs." 

Gates  heads  a five-member  committee  directed  by  the  Tribal  Council  to 
explore  giving  the  nearly  6,500  tribal  members  "per  capita"  payments  from 
the  tribe's  two  gambling  halls.  But  he  said  President  Ivan  Makil  and  the 
council  are  stalling  by  refusing  to  give  the  committee  financial 
information  from  the  casinos. 

Makil  said  Tuesday  that  he  plans  to  turn  over  the  information  to  the 
committee  by  the  end  of  the  month.  He  said  there  is  no  intent  to  withhold 
it,  adding  that  it  has  to  be  organized  so  the  committee  can  evaluate  it. 

Makil  would  not  take  a position  on  the  per  capita  payments,  but  said  the 


council,  which  received  1,000  signatures  on  petitions  last  month,  is 
taking  the  issue  "very  seriously." 

If  Salt  River  residents  win  a share  of  the  casino  profits,  they  would  be 
only  the  second  of  the  state's  15  gaming  tribes  to  do  so.  The  neighboring 
Fort  McDowell  Indian  Community  is  the  only  other  tribe  that  makes  regular 
payments  to  members.  The  amount  members  get  is  not  public  information 
because  federal  law  shrouds  all  financial  information  about  Indian  casinos 
in  secrecy. 

The  Salt  River  petitions  ask  for  a $2,000  payment  to  each  tribal  member 
by  Dec.  20  and  an  annual  25  percent  cut  of  future  casino  profits.  Children 
would  not  receive  the  money  until  they  have  a high  school  diploma  or  reach 
age  21. 

Any  plan  would  need  the  approval  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  and 
the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission. 

Roman  Manual,  another  committee  member,  said  the  petition  drive  reflects 
some  tribal  members'  anger  over  being  denied  financial  information  on  all 
of  the  tribe's  enterprises,  including  nationally  franchised  and  heavily 
promoted  Frozen  Fusion,  Miss  Karen's  Yogurt,  the  Phoenix  Cement  Co.  and 
others . 

"People  have  been  asking  those  kinds  of  questions  for  years,"  he  said. 

"If  this  is  really  government  for  the  people  it  should  be  divulging  some 
of  this  information." 

Gates  said  he  has  repeatedly  asked  for  ledger  sheets  on  tribal 
enterprises  but  has  been  told  that  he  has  to  get  them  from  Makil. 

"What  does  that  tell  you?"  he  asked. 

lames  Thomas,  a Salt  River  resident  who  favors  per  capita  payments,  also 
wants  more  information  about  tribal  businesses. 

"They  don't  tell  anybody  anything,  and  they  hide  it,"  he  said. 

Makil  acknowledges  that  the  tribe  closely  guards  the  financial  profile 
of  their  enterprises,  but  he  said  community  members  can  look  at  the  books 
as  long  as  they  promise  to  keep  the  information  confidential. 

"We  are  always  very  concerned  about  proprietary  information,"  Makil  said. 
"None  of  our  businesses  are  public  companies." 

Even  state  authorities  who  regulate  Indian  gaming  don't  know  how  much 
the  tribe's  casinos  ring  up.  The  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  gets 
financial  information  from  gaming  tribes,  but  by  law  must  keep  it 
confidential.  The  commission  uses  the  information  to  determine  whether  the 
tribes  have  used  casino  revenues  to  better  their  members'  lives. 

The  Salt  River  Community,  for  example,  has  said  it  is  using  profits  to 
build  a school  and  other  projects. 

A Dec.  20  payment  to  Salt  River  residents  is  unlikely  and  resolution  of 
the  issue  could  be  a long  way  off.  Makil  said  the  council  may  require  a 
public  vote,  even  though  Gates  and  others  said  it  is  not  needed. 

*** 

Carol  Sowers  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7482  orat  carol.sowers@pni.com 
Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Flawaii's  Independence  Day"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Nov  1999  01:50:23  -1000 

From:  Flawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub  j : La  Ku'oko'a  - Flawaii's  Independence  Day,  Nov.  28 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

ALOHA  KAKOU ! 

Please  accept  our  apologies  for  the  lack  of  activity  on  this  list 
recently,  it  has  been  about  three  months  since  updates  and  articles  were 
sent  out. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  new  to  the  list,  e komo  mai,  welcome! 

The  Hawaii  Nation  Info  list  will  soon  undergo  some  significant 
enhancements  to  better  and  more  consistently  share  information  about 
Hawaii's  self-determination  efforts  with  a worldwide  audience. 

Along  with  these  changes,  you  will  soon  receive  announcements  about  an 
exciting  event  coming  up  next  month,  and  news  and  commentary  about 


significant  happenings  in  Hawaiian  politics  and  law,  including  the  "Rice  v. 
Cayetano"  case  and  the  federal  "reconciliation"  hearings. 

But  for  now,  we  would  like  to  share  a timely  piece  of  Hawaiian  history 
which  is  being  rediscovered  today.  La  Ku'oko'a,  Hawaii's  Independence  Day, 
November  28.  Please  note  in  reading  this  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
offend  anyone  or  diminish  the  positive  aspects  many  people  today  associate 
with  the  celebration  of  Thanksgiving  and  time  shared  with  'ohana  in 
appreciation  of  the  gifts  of  life.  But  it  is  important  to  realize,  whether 
you  are  Hawaiian  or  American,  that  historically  in  Hawaii,  this  time  had  a 
very  different  holiday  associated  with  it,  and  that  Thanksgiving  was 
imposed  as  a political  scheme  intended  to  suppress  the  Hawaiian  national 
identity. 

So  as  you  partake  in  Thanksgiving  this  year  in  whatever  way  is 
appropriate  to  you,  take  time  to  share  this  fascinating  history  with  your 
'ohana  (we  also  have  a version  in  'olelo  Hawai'i  available  on  request), 
and  say  mahalo  to  na  kupuna,  the  ancestors,  who  had  the  wisdom  to  preserve 
the  sovereign  rights  of  their  descendants  and  their  land  even  unto  the 
present  day.  And  on  Sunday,  while  Hawaiian  patriots  celebrate  La  Ku'oko'a 
at  'Iolani  Palace  in  Honolulu,  join  in  in  your  own  way  to  celebrate  the 
fact  that  Hawaii's  independence  has  NEVER  been  ceded  in  law  or  in  spirit. 

E Ala  E!  Ku'e!  Ku'oko'a  Hawai'i  Nei ! 


La  Kuokoa  Or,  A Kanaka  Maoli  alternative  to  Thanksgiving 
By  Noenoe  K.  Silva  <noenoe@hawaii . edu>,  1998 
Aloha  kakou: 

Thanksgiving  is  the  quintessential  colonizers'  holiday.  It  celebrates 
the  first  firm  foothold  of  the  puritans  on  north  america,  a land  already 
populated  by  indigenous  peoples.  The  early  history  of  these  settlements 
were  characterized  by  massacres  rather  than  the  myth  of  mutual  cooperation 
that  is  called  Thanksgiving  (see  Howard  Zinn ' s A People's  History  of  the 
United  States.)  For  those  of  us  living  in  U.S.  colonies.  Thanksgiving  has 
much  greater  emotional  (and  economic)  impact  than  Columbus  Day  because  of 
the  attendant  ritual  feasting  and  the  intense  religious  overtones. 

Thanksgiving  was  not  always  officially  celebrated  in  Hawai'i  nei:  after 
all,  it  is  not  our  history,  except  the  puritans  also  had  a hand  in 
colonizing  Hawai'i  nei;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Kanaka  Maoli, 
except  as  we  empathize  with  the  indigenous  people  of  north  america,  some 
of  whom  call  it  the  National  Day  of  Mourning. 

La  Ku ' oko ' a- -Hawai ' i ' s Independence  Day--was  officially  celebrated 
around  the  same  time  as  Thanksgiving  from  about  1844  until  1895,  and  for 
some  years  afterwards  unofficially.  La  Ku'oko'a  is  the  28th  of  November. 
It  marks  the  day,  November  28,  1843,  that  the  Ali'i  Timoteo  Ha'alilio 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  signatures  of  the  authorities  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  on  a treaty  recognizing  Hawai'i  as  a sovereign  nation. 
Ha'alilio,  with  the  missionary  William  Richards  along  as  his  secretary, 
traveled  through  Mexico  on  foot  and  donkey  to  Washington  D.C.,  where  they 
met  President  lohn  Tyler.  President  Tyler  agreed  to  the  intent  of  the 
proposed  treaty.  Ha'alilio  and  Richards,  armed  with  his  agreement,  then 
went  on  to  Europe,  to  Belgium,  Paris,  and  London,  where  the  treaty  was 
finally  signed.  They  returned  to  the  United  States  to  cement  U.S. 
agreement.  On  the  journey  Ke  Ali'i  Timoteo  Ha'alilio  died,  on  December  3, 
1844. 

Although  the  treaty  of  independence  did  not  solve  Hawai 'i's  problem-- 
being  a target  for  colonizers- -it  was  a substantial  achievement  under 
international  law.  This  achievement  was  recognized  by  the  government  of 
the  kingdom  through  the  official  celebration  of  La  Ku'oko'a. 

After  the  haole  coup  in  1893,  and  the  attempted  counter  coup  of  1895, 
the  so-called  Republic  of  Hawai'i  government  announced  that  November  28, 
1895  --a  Thursday--would  not  be  celebrated  as  La  Ku'oko'a.  Thanksgiving 
would  become  the  official  national  holiday  instead. 

The  po'e  aloha  'aina--the  thousands  of  Kanaka  Maoli  opposed  to  the 
illegal  haole  government--were  incensed.  They  ignored  the  government's 
orders,  and  held  celebrations  of  La  Ku'oko'a  instead.  At  those  gatherings, 
they  told  the  story  of  Ha'alilio' s journey  and  significant  achievement, 
lames  Kaulia  of  the  Hui  Aloha  Aina  said  that  the  Kanaka  Maoli  recalled 


with  gladness  the  restoration  and  perpetuation  of  the  independence  of 
Hawaii,  but  that  their  happiness  was  mixed  with  feelings  of  distress 
because  the  right  to  independence  had  been  snatched  from  the  shoulders  of 
the  Kanaka  Maoli.  He  said:  Ke  ku  nei  ke  kanaka  Hawaii  me  he  kuewa  la, 
aohe  ona  aina:  The  Hawaiian  person  stands  as  a homeless  vagabond,  one  who 
has  no  land. 

The  colonizers  of  1895-1896  not  only  deprived  the  Kanaka  Maoli  of  a 
national  holiday,  they  enacted  laws  which  caused  us  the  loss  of  our 
language  and  the  related  loss  of  our  own  history.  That  process  caused  us 
to  be  deprived  of  even  the  memory  of  this  national  holiday.  Like  the 
indigenous  people  of  the  american  continent,  we  were  also  deprived  of  our 
land,  as  Dames  Keauiluna  Kaulia  foresaw. 

In  our  current  process  of  decolonizing,  reject  the  colonizer's  holiday, 
and  resurrect  La  Ku'oko'a  instead. 

Source:  _Ke  Aloha  Aina_  (Hawaiian  language  newspaper)  November-December 
1895,  Danuary  1896. 
aloha  no  kakou, 
noenoe 


Date:  Sat,  20  Nov  1999 

From:  <anapuni808@hawaii . rr . com> 

Sub j : La  Ku'oko'a  - Hawai'i's  Independence  Day,  November  28th 

Please  Doin  Us  in  Celebrating 
La  Ku'oko'a 

Hawai'i's  Independence  Day 
Sunday,  November  28th,  1999 
10:00  AM  - 1:00  PM 

Kanaina  Building  (Old  Archives),  'Iolani  Palace  Grounds 

La  Ku'oko'a  - Hawai'i's  Independence  Day  --  was  celebrated  around  the 
same  time  as  Thanksgiving  from  about  1844  until  1893.  It  marks  the 
day,  November  28,  1843,  that  the  Ali'iTimoteo  Ha'alilio  succeded  in 
obtaining  the  signatures  of  the  authorities  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  on  a treaty  recognizing  Hawai'i  as  a sovereign  nation.  After 
meeting  with  U.S.  President  Tyler  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Ha'alilio  and 
his  secretary  traveled  to  Belgium,  Paris  and  London  where  the  treaty 
was  finally  signed.  They  returned  to  the  United  States  to  cement  U.S. 
agreement.  On  the  journey,  Ke  Ali'i  Timoteo  Ha'alilio  died,  on 
December  3,  1844.  Although  the  treaty  of  independence  did  not  solve 
Hawai'i's  problems,  it  was  a substantial  achievement  under 
international  law.  This  achievement  was  recognized  by  the  government 
of  the  Kingdom  through  the  official  celebration  of  La  Ku'oko'a. 

We  gather  now  to  recognize  and  celebrate  this  treaty  and  this  time  La 
Ku'oko'a.,  Hawai'i's  Independence  Day. 

Speakers  will  include: 

Don  Lewis 
Keanu  Sai 
Noenoe  Silva 
Dames  Bayman 
Susan  Lebo 

Light  Refreshments  will  be  served.  If  you  have  food  to  share,  please 
bring  it! 

You  are  welcome  to  join  a site  visit  to  Kaniakapupu,  the  Nu'uanu  home 
of  Kauikeaouli,  which  will  include  talks  by  archaeologists.  Dim  Bayman 
& Susan  Lebo,  who  participated  in  the  dig  conducted  there  by  the  University 
of  Hawaii.  It  is  still  a pretty  rough  area  so  dress  accordingly. 

Site  cleaning/weeding  will  be  conducted  and  some  tools  will  be 
provided.  Bring  your  own  gardening  tools  if  you  have  them  available. 

Sponsored  by  Sacred  Times  - Sacred  Places,  Ahapua'a  Action  Alliance 
and  the  Friends  of  'Iolani  Palace.  For  more  information,  call  738-0084. 


Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign 
inf o@hawaii- nation . org  http://hawaii-nation.org 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Demonstration  at  CNN  in  Atlanta"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Nov  1999  06:48:55  GMT 
From:  senaa@mail.com 

Sub j : DECEMBER  4 DEMONSTRATION  AT  CNN  IN  ATLANTA 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dust  a reminder  that,  on  Saturday,  4 December  1999,  from  11:00  a.m., 
SENAA  will  hold  a demonstration  at  the  CNN  building  in  Atlanta, 

Georgia,  to  protest  national  media's  failure  to  inform  the  public 
about  the  U.S.  government  human  rights  violations  against  and  forced 
relocation  and  systematic  genocide  of  the  Dine'h  (Navajo)  at  Black 
Mesa,  Arizona.  Forcing  any  group  of  people  from  their  homelands  onto 
land  that  is  contaminated  by  radiation  as  high  as  100  times  the 
maximum  safe  level  can  be  called  by  no  other  name  than  genocide.  The 
fact  that  the  U.S.  government  knows  that  the  land  is  contaminated  and 
STILL  mandates  that  area  as  the  only  alternative  for  the  Dine'h  to 
live  is  a planned  act.  Therefore,  the  only  proper  term  for  this 
willful  murder  of  First  Americans  is  Systematic  Genocide.  The  fact 
that  the  national  media  refuses  to  print  a single  word  about  these 
crimes  against  the  Dine'h  and  willfully  remains  silent  is  complicity 
in  those  crimes. 

The  theme  for  our  protest  is:  "Genocide  Is  Murder.  Silence  Is 
Complicity."  We  will  be  carrying  signs  to  that  effect,  as  well  as 
signs  designed  to  inform  the  public  about  what  is  happening.  We  will 
also  pass  out  flyers  about  the  Dine'h  containing  contact  information 
for  those  who  wish  to  help  with  food  and  supplies  for  the  Dine'h.  We 
will  also  have  petitions  for  people  to  sign  that  we  will  hand  deliver 
to  the  United  Nations  commission  on  human  rights  and  to  the  U.S. 

Congress  and  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

CNN  is  located  at  One  CNN  Center,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  which  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Marietta  Street,  NW  and  Techwood  Drive,  NW.  Driving 
directions  are  as  follows: 

Going  south  on  1-75,  get  off  at  Spring  Street,  NW;  follow  Spring 
Street  to  Techwood  Drive  NW.  Follow  Techwood  Drive  to  the  intersection 
of  Techwood  and  Marietta  Street,  NW. 

The  demonstration  will  begin  at  11:00  a.m.,  but  I will  try  to  be  there 
by  10:00  a.m.  to  greet  those  who  arrive  early. 

The  demonstration  will  end  at  4:30  p.m.  to  give  everyone  a chance  to 
be  back  home  before  dark.  The  CNN  Center  is  approximately  a two  hour 
drive  from  Chattanooga. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  participate  is  welcome.  This  is  not  just  a matter 
concerning  one  tribe  in  the  southwest.  This  is  about  human  beings, 
government  corruption  and  hypocrisy,  and  the  fact  that  it  may  be  the 
Dine'h  now;  but  who  will  be  next. 

To  sign  our  online  petition  and  learn  the  history  of  the  Dine'h 
struggle,  the  issues  involved,  and  what  you  can  do  to  help,  visit 
SENAA 's  web  sites  at: 

Home  Page:  http://members.xoom.com/senaa 

Newsletter : http : //members . xoom . com/senaa/index2 . html 

VIDEO  Site:  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/  (Dava  or  no  Dava  pages 

available) 

SENAA  West:  http://members.xoom.com/senaawest/ 

SENAA  Europe:  http : //members . xoom . com/senaaeurope/ 

May  Creator  bless  you  for  your  help. 

Donadagohv' i. 

Sincerely  yours 


A1  Swilling,  Founder 
SENAA  International 

"RE : Demonstration  at  L.A.  Times  in  Los  Angeles"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Nov  1999  07:21:54  GMT 
From:  senaa@mail.com 

Sub j : DECEMBER  4 DEMONSTRATION  IN  LOS  ANGELES 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

On  Saturday,  4 December  1999,  beginning  at  11:00  a.m.,  SENAA  West 
will  hold  a demonstration  at  the  Los  Angeles  Times  in  Los  Angeles, 
California,  to  protest  national  media's  failure  to  inform  the  public 
about  the  U.S.  government  human  rights  violations  against  and  forced 
relocation  and  systematic  genocide  of  the  Dine'h  (Navajo)  at  Black 
Mesa,  Arizona. 

Forcing  any  group  of  people  from  their  homelands  onto  land  that  is 
contaminated  by  radiation  as  high  as  100  times  the  maximum  safe  level 
can  be  called  by  no  other  name  than  genocide.  The  fact  that  the  U.S. 
government  knows  that  the  land  is  contaminated  and  STILL  mandates  that 
area  as  the  only  alternative  for  the  Dine'h  to  live  is  a planned  act. 
Therefore,  the  only  proper  term  for  this  willful  murder  of  First 
Americans  is  Systematic  Genocide.  The  fact  that  the  national  media 
refuses  to  print  a single  word  about  these  crimes  against  the  Dine'h 
and  willfully  remains  silent  is  complicity  in  those  crimes. 

The  theme  for  our  protest  is:  "Genocide  Is  Murder.  Silence  Is 
Complicity."  We  will  be  carrying  signs  to  that  effect,  as  well  as 
signs  designed  to  inform  the  public  about  what  is  happening.  We  will 
also  pass  out  flyers  about  the  Dine'h  containing  contact  information 
for  those  who  wish  to  help  with  food  and  supplies  for  the  Dine'h.  We 
will  also  have  petitions  for  people  to  sign  that  we  will  hand  deliver 
to  the  United  Nations  commission  on  human  rights  and  to  the  U.S. 

Congress  and  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  L.A.  Times  is  located  at  the  Times  Mirror  Square,  in  downtown 
L.A. 

The  demonstration  will  end  at  3:00  p.m.  to  give  everyone  a chance  to 
be  back  home  before  dark. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  participate  is  welcome.  This  is  not  just  a matter 
concerning  one  tribe  in  the  southwest.  This  is  about  human  beings, 
government  corruption  and  hypocrisy,  and  the  fact  that  it  may  be  the 
Dine'h  nowj  but  who  will  be  next. 

To  sign  our  online  petition  and  learn  the  history  of  the  Dine'h 
struggle,  the  issues  involved,  and  what  you  can  do  to  help,  visit 
SENAA 's  web  sites  at: 

SENAA  West:  http://members.xoom.com/senaawest/ 

SENAA  International  Flome  Page:  http://members.xoom.com/senaa 

Newsletter : http : //members . xoom . com/senaa/index2 . html 

VIDEO  Site:  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/  (lava  or  no  lava  pages 

available) 

SENAA  Europe:  http://members.xoom.com/senaaeurope/ 

May  Creator  bless  you  for  your  help. 

Donadagohv' i. 

Sincerely  yours 

A1  Swilling,  Founder,  SENAA  International 
Matt  Davison,  Division  Director,  SENAA  West 

"RE;  Make  Leonard  a Campaign  Issue"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Nov  1999  15:21:32  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Make  Leonard  a Campaign  Issue 


Mailing  List: 


LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 


ACTION  NOTICE!  Native  Issues  to  Bill  Bradley 

Editors  Note:  Bill  Bradley  had  indicated  he  wants  to  hear  from  the 
public  on  issues  that  are  important  to  them,  and  that  letters  should  be 
e-mailed  to  his  headquarters.  (Contact  information  below.) 

(1)  This  would  be  a good  opportunity  to  keep  the  Leonard  Peltier  issue 
in  front  of  him  to  encourage  him  to  make  a formal  position  statement,  as 
well  as  to  inform  him  about  the  Big  Mountain  Relocation  issue. 

(2)  Please  note  the  time  for  an  ONLINE  Chat  session  with  Bradley  this 
coming  Tuesday.  Call  in  and  be  prepared  to  put  these  important  issues 
before  him  for  his  comment. 

Bradley  is  familiar  with  Leonard  Peltier's  name  and  case.  Bradley's 
driver  had  said  that  he  has  become  accustomed  to  getting  into  the 
vehicle  and  sitting  on  a Peltier  Flyer,  and  that  he  expects  to  see 
Peltier  banners  where  ever  he  is  campaigning  in  New  Hampshire. 

(3)  On  Tuesday,  November  30,  at  1:30  pm,  Bradley  will  be  speaking  at 
Keene  State  College,  NH  (Student  Union  Bldg.).  Leonard  Peltier 
supporters,  along  with  a Drum  group  and  other  supporters  from  Mashpee, 

MA,  will  be  present  at  that  event  to  help  keep  Leonard's  name  in  the 
spotlight.  All  Peltier  supporters  in  the  New  Hampshire  area  are  invited 
to  participate  in  this  action. 

Sub  j : Bradley  Campaign  Update 

Date:  11/26/99  7:18:37  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  campaign@billbradley.com 

To:  campaign@billbradley.com 

BRADLEY  CAMPAIGN  UPDATE 

+ New  Bradley  Television  Ad 

+ Bradley  Chat  on  Politics.com 

+ Campaign  Anniversary  Nears 

+ Holiday  Idea 

ONLINE  CHAT 

Tuesday,  November  30  at  8pm  Eastern,  Bill  Bradley  will  participate  in  an 
online  live  streaming  video  and  text  chat  on  http://www.politics.com/ 

Get  your  questions  ready,  and  join  us  Tuesday  night. 

CAMPAIGN  ANNIVERSARY 

Monday,  December  4 will  mark  the  Bradley  campaign's  one  year  anniversary. 
Last  December  4th,  Bill  Bradley  officially  announced  his  presidential 
exploratory  committee, asking  people  to  join  the  campaign,  so  that  "togethe 
we  can  take  on  the  biggest  and  most  important  challenges"  that  face  our 
country.  Many  of  you  have  been  with  us  ever  since. 

To  mark  this  event,  we  have  set  up  a special  place  on  the  campaign  web 
site  where  you  can  offer  Anniversary  wishes  to  Senator  Bradley.  The 
campaign  will  make  sure  that  he  personally  receives  all  of  your  messages. 
We'd  like  to  get  the  greetings  to  him  before  December  4th,  so  click  here, 
http://www.billbradley.com/ anniversary/index. html  , 
to  send  your  message  today 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Nov  1999  19:41:37  -0490 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 


http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave. 

Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel 

Holmes 

#88698 

Turngy  Center  Anex 

Route  One  Only,  TN  37140-9709 

Prinkey,  Robert  Lee 

BV-3474 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Date  of  Birth:  6/25/62 
Ancestry:  Idaho  Indian? 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Pierce,  Randy 
#120836  -M.S.U.- 
W.K.C.C. 

PO  Box  5000 

Eddyville,  KY  42038-5000 

Pike  3r.,  William  3. 

#315-725 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  10/13/70 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 


Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66049 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

- "RE:  Native  Americans  Set  Thanksgiving  Record  Straight"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Nov  1999  02:29:30  GMT 
From:  jai@mantra.com  (Dr.  Dai  Maharaj) 

Sub j : NATIVE  AMERICANS  SET  THANKSGIVING  RECORD  STRAIGHT 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. usa, alt .fan . jai -maharaj , 

soc . culture. indian, alt . culture . hawaii, hawaii . nortle 

INDIANS  SET  THANKSGIVING  RECORD  STRAIGHT 
By  Chet  Barfield,  Union-Tribune  Staff  Writer 
The  San  Diego  Union-Tribune,  via  News  Plus 
http : //www. mantra . com/ newsplus 
http : //members . xoom . com/ newsplus 
Wednesday,  November  24,  1999 

While  the  kids  have  had  fun  making  paper-feather  headbands  and  playing 


"Pilgrims  and  Indians"  at  school,  some  real  Indians  want  to  share  a little 
secret  about  America's  time-honored  Thanksgiving  story. 

It's  rife  with  myth,  hype  and  stereotype. 

"Thanksgiving  isn't  exactly  the  way  that  people  in  the  mainstream 
society  portray  it  to  be.  It's  been  romanticized  over  the  years,"  said 
Tobias  Vanderhoop,  an  educator  for  the  Wampanoag  Tribe  of  Gay  Head 
Aquinnah  --  the  Massachusetts  tribe  involved  in  that  now-legendary  meal  of 
1621. 

Vanderhoop,  25,  educates  public-school  students  and  teachers,  from 
kindergarten  to  college,  about  Wampanoag  history.  When  it  comes  to 
Thanksgiving,  he  says,  most  have  a lot  to  learn. 

For  starters,  the  event  took  place  in  October,  not  November. 

And  though  the  Wampanoag  were  friendly  with  the  Pilgrims  --  they  had 
indeed  helped  the  newcomers  and  stood  allied  against  a mutual  foe,  the 
Narragansett  --  nobody  invited  anybody  to  dinner. 

A Wampanoag  chief  and  90  warriors  showed  up  unannounced  to  talk  business, 
and  the  Pilgrims  --  outnumbered  2-to-l  --  wisely  asked  them  to  stay. 

"They  must  have  been  scared  out  of  their  wits,"  said  Vanderhoop,  whose 
knowledge  comes  not  only  from  tribal  history  but  from  Pilgrim  diaries. 

Other  chapters  of  the  tale  remain  widely  untold.  How  the  English 
settlers  stole  corn  from  Indian  graves.  How  the  Wampanoag  and  other  tribes 
were  decimated  by  slave  traders  and  disease,  losing  80  percent  of  their 
population  by  the  early  1700s. 

For  most  Americans,  Thanksgiving  transcends  Pilgrim  stories  and  turkey. 
The  holiday,  formally  established  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1863,  is 
intended  as  a time  to  appreciate  and  reflect  upon  life's  blessings. 

But  for  Indians  from  Massachusetts  to  San  Diego,  it's  also  a time  when 
they're  bombarded  with  cartoonish  caricatures  of  their  culture. 

"We  go  into  stores  now,  we  see  the  turkey  motifs  with  the  little 
headbands,"  said  Duana  Majel-Dixon,  a Pauma  Luiseno  who  teaches  American 
Indian  studies  at  Palomar  College.  "We  even  see  candlesticks  with  a 
feathered  headband. 

"They're  promoting  . . . the  'Indian  guide'  version  of  what  Indians  are. 
They  don't  bring  us  in  as  counterparts  in  this  contemporary  society." 

Many  see  the  problem  most  blatant  in  schools,  especially  early  grades. 

"In  many  cases,  the  only  time  Indians  come  up  is  at  Thanksgiving,"  said 
Linda  Parker,  a Cherokee  who  heads  the  American  Indian  Studies  Department 
at  San  Diego  State  University. 

"There's  nothing  wrong  with  Americanization,  I guess,  but  the  real  story 
is  being  distorted,"  she  said.  "You  have  a happy  little  Thanksgiving 
celebration  between  the  Pilgrims  and  the  Wampanoag,  although  usually  it's 
just  'the  Indians. ' 

"That's  only  a very  small  part  of  it.  There's  the  whole  history  of 
everything  that  happened  thereafter." 

Parker  and  others  wish  the  public  knew  that  an  eagle  feather  is  a sacred 
honor,  that  hundreds  of  tribes  existed  in  America  --  and  exist  today  -- 
with  distinct  beliefs,  customs  and  governments. 

And  they  don't  all  wear  feathers. 

At  Palomar  College,  the  American  Indian  Studies  Department  gets  dozens 
of  requests  every  November  --  but  only  in  November  --  from  teachers 
seeking  "an  Indian"  to  visit  class,  said  chairwoman  Linda  Locklear,  a 
Lumbee  tribal  member. 

"It's  what  I refer  to  as  the  inoculation  of  Indians,"  she  said.  "You 
really  can't  tell  them  a lot  in  an  hour.  That's  why  we  have  shied  away 
from  doing  those  shot-in-the-arm  presentations. 

"We  try  to  encourage  schools  to  have  . . . some  things  that  are  ongoing 
all  year  and  not  just  take  down  the  cats  and  the  pumpkins  and  put  up  the 
Indians  in  November." 

School  administrators  in  the  region  have  been  trying,  especially  in 
recent  years,  to  broaden  the  focus  of  what  students  learn  about  American 
Indians . 

For  example,  in  the  San  Diego  Unified  School  District,  third-graders  are 
taught  about  San  Diego  County's  Kumeyaay  Indians;  fourth-graders  learn 
about  other  California  tribes.  In  later  years,  they  are  challenged  to  view 
American  history  from  "multiple  perspectives,"  said  Mark  Wolfe,  who 


coordinates  the  district's  social  studies  curriculum. 

"We  really  want  kids  to  get  a complete  and  deep  understanding/'  he  said, 
"and  not  be  superficial." 

Terry  Clark,  who  trains  the  district's  social  studies  teachers,  said 
textbooks  and  curriculum  plans  are  evolving  to  present  a more  honest  view 
of  Indians,  past  and  present. 

"We  need  to  make  sure  our  children  are  aware  of  American  Indians  in  a 
way  other  than  'Ten  Little  Indians,'  " she  said.  "We  want  them  to  think  of 
a wide  variety  of  people  that  brought  important  things  to  our  culture, 
getting  along  with  the  land  and  using  wisely  the  resources  that  are  here." 

However,  Clark  and  Wolfe  concede  that  many  teachers  --  especially 
preschool  through  second  grade  --  see  Thanksgiving  as  the  time  for 
Pilgrim-and-Indian  stories  and  skits  with  little  or  no  emphasis  on  a 
deeper  message. 

"It's  what  many  teachers  would  call  the  teachable  moment:  that's  what 
people  are  talking  about,"  Clark  said. 

Kindergarten  teacher  Nelda  Allan,  41,  considers  herself  socially 
conscious.  She  championed  civil-rights  causes  in  her  youth. 

Yet  Thanksgiving  is  when  she  has  her  Balboa  Elementary  School  students 
make  construction-paper  feathers  and  romp  around  a make-believe  teepee. 

"You  have  to  understand  the  mind  of  a 5-year-old,"  Allan  said.  "You 
don't  want  to  go  into  too  many  details  at  this  age  about  the  injustices. 

"You  tell  them  that  the  Pilgrims  were  immigrants  . . . (and)  how  the 
Indians  taught  them  to  plant  corn.  You  kind  of  gloss  over  the  part  that  in 
return  (the  settlers)  weren't  that  nice." 

Allan  knows  that  she  and  other  teachers  could  be  accused  of  stereotyping. 
She  says  she  is  a proud  Irish-American  and  loathes  Irish  stereotypes,  "but 
if  you  come  here  on  St.  Patrick's  Day  they're  all  wearing  leprechaun  hats. 
It's  fun." 

Things  are  different  at  the  Barona  Indian  School  on  the  Lakeside-area 
reservation . 

"We  gather  under  the  arbor  and  we  celebrate  the  gathering  of  Indian 
peoples  at  this  time  of  year,"  said  Principal  Donna  Myers.  "We  always 
start  our  programs  with  passing  around  the  burning  sage.  . . . Indians 
give  thanks  every  day." 

Myers,  who  is  white,  came  to  Barona  three  years  ago  after  a long  career 
in  public  education.  She  said  she  has  grown  to  admire  and  respect  the 
Kumeyaay  people  and  traditions. 

In  her  former  role,  her  students  wore  hats  and  feathers  at  Thanksgiving. 
Now  they  share  stories  about  great  leaders,  about  foods  and  animals  and 
nature. 

"That  seems  to  be  far  more  meaningful  for  them,"  Myers  said,  "and  it 
might  be  for  the  public  school,  too." 

Majel-Dixon  said  most  Indians  spend  Thanksgiving  much  the  same  as  the 
rest  of  America,  with  family  gatherings  and  a big  meal.  But  there  may  be  a 
difference  in  the  sense  of  reverence. 

"It  goes  to  our  universal  philosophy,"  she  said.  "As  you  prepare  the 
meal,  one  of  things  you  say  is  this  is  not  of  your  hand.  You  did  not 
create  this,  but  another  animal  had  to  sacrifice  its  life  so  you  could  be 
fed . 

"I  wouldn't  want  our  children  to  see  it  as  turkey  day,  as  football  day, 
as  gorge  yourself  and  eat,  eat,  eat.  It's  not  about  that,  from  an  Indian 
perspective . " 

Vickie  Gambala  runs  a federally  funded  tutoring  and  cultural  program  for 
Indian  students  in  San  Diego  schools.  She  says  she  is  seeing  gradual 
improvement  in  the  way  Indians  are  portrayed  in  classrooms  and  in  society 
at  large. 

And  while  she  is  bothered  by  the  images  abounding  at  Thanksgiving, 
Gambala,  a Cherokee,  says  she  is  more  concerned  about  teaching  her  own 
children  and  grandchildren  how  to  walk  in  two  worlds. 

"It's  not  really  our  celebration.  It's  a celebration  for  somebody  else," 
she  said.  "But  we're  happy  to  be  here,  you  know?  It's  a time  to  be 
appreciative. " 

Not  for  commercial  use.  Solely  to  be  fairly  used  for  the  educational 
purposes  of  research  and  open  discussion. 
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THE  SOONER  WE  KNOW  IT  THE  BETTER. 


The  world  will  never  adjust  itself 
To  suit  your  whims  to  the  letter; 

Some  things  must  go  wrong  your  whole  life  long 
And  the  sooner  you  know  it  the  better. 

It  is  folly  to  fight  with  the  Infinite. 

And  go  under  at  last  in  the  wrestle; 

The  wiser  man  shapes  into  God's  plans 
As  the  water  shapes  into  a vessel. 


[photo:  CANYON  DIABLO.] 


This  Canyon  is  in  Arizona,  on  the  Santa  Fe  Route  to  California. 

In  English  the  name  means,  the  valley  of  the  devil. 

See  the  bridge  with  a train  of  cars  upon  it. 

The  writer  has  looked  from  the  car  window  when  in  the  center  of  this 
bridge  and  felt  like  a bird  in  air. 

Far  below,  great  rocks  which  must  have  been  as  large  as  houses,  looked 
like  pebbles. 

The  canyon  is  a gigantic  rent  in  the  earth's  surface. 

One  travels  along  quietly,  and  the  country  looks  like  a smooth  plateau 
with  mountains  in  the  distance,  when  all  of  a sudden,  the  cars  are  upon 
a bridge  which  spans  a canyon  with  precipitous  walls,  and  one  feels  as 
though  hanging  in  mid-air,  between  earth  and  eternity. 

There  is  no  gentle  slope  as  down  to  a river's  brink,  but  it  is  as  though 
a section  of  the  earth  had  been  sliced  out  with  a monstrous  giant's  knife. 

The  cars  creep  slowly  over,  and  the  passengers  one  by  one  draw  deep 
sighs  of  relief,  when  safe  on  the  other  side. 

The  bridge  must  be  a standing  wonder  to  the  Indians  who  see  it.  It  is 
in  the  Indian  country,  and  many  must  have  beheld  its  amazing  beauty,  and 
what  must  they  think  of  the  white  man's  powers,  when  such  a deep 
crevasse  in  the  earth's  surface,  almost  impassable  to  one  on  foot  or 
horseback,  is  joined  together  by  a thread  of  steel  and  iron  over  which 
the  snorting  locomotive  carries  thousands  of  people  yearly. 

Such  a piece  of  engineering  skill  is  more  than  they  can  comprehend, 
and  they  do  not  try,  but  settle  back  in  their  shells  like  tortoises,  and 


think: 

"We  are  Indians  and  cannot  be  anything  else." 

When  brought  out  and  away  from  their  home  shells,  however,  and  placed 
in  positions  where  from  children  up  they  can  see  and  learn  a little  at  a 
time,  in  surroundings  that  at  every  breath  they  are  advanced  in  thought 
and  power,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  become  bridge  builders 
and  engineering  architects. 

Indians  cannot  have  such  knowledge  carried  to  them  in  usable 
quantities.  The  boy  who  wishes  to  become  a bridge  builder  must  settle 
himself  for  a term  of  years  in  the  midst  of  bridge  builders  and  work 
with  them,  studying  their  plans  and  secrets. 


HOW  THE  NEWS  OF  DR.  WILE'S  DEATH  WAS  RECEIVED  BY  EX-STUDENTS  AND 
GRADUATES  AWAY  FROM  US. 


Chauncey  Yellowrobe,  '95,  now  at  Ft.  Shaw,  Montana,  as  an  employee 
says : 

"I  am  indeed  greatly  grieved  at  the  loss  of  your  school  chaplain.  I 
can  hardly  believe 
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Arthur  Parker,  who  left  us  rather  unceremoniously  a few  years  since, 
has  been  on  a number  of  long  ocean  voyages,  we  hear;  but  he  now  is  in 
New  York  City,  and  witnessed  the  football  game  with  Princeton  last 
Saturday.  He  met  the  Carlisle  contingent  and  much  enjoyed  his  little 
visit  with  the  boys. 

Prof,  losiah  George  resigned  his  position  as  band  master  of  this 
school  after  three  years'  service,  and  is  now  filling  a position  in 
Syracuse,  New  York.  Mr.  George  was  a thorough  musician  and  a successful 
Band  Instructor.  The  American  wishes  him  and  his  family  much  happiness 
and  success  in  their  new  field  of  labor.  -[Chemawa  American,  Oregon. 

We  are  to  have  another  good  entertainment.  Maro  is  coming,  and  will 
be  here  on  Monday  night.  Everybody  likes  Maro.  He  is  a person  who  does 
all  sorts  of  tricks  and  make  people  wonder.  He  makes  flowers  grow  right 
before  your  very  eyes.  The  town  people  will  have  a chance  to  see  him  in 
the  Opera  House  on  Saturday  evening,  but  some  cannot  go  then,  and  they 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  see  him  here.  Admission  25  cents.  Good 
seats  reserved. 

Miss  Luzena  Choteau,  '92,  has  been  supporting  herself  since  she  left 
Carlisle,  in  the  very  heart  of  civilization,  first  in  the  great  city  of 
Chicago,  at  a clerk's  desk  in  the  Inter-Ocean  office,  and  as 
stenographer  in  one  or  two  of  the  leading  mercantile  houses,  and  now  in 
the  United  States  Treasury  Department  at  Washington.  She  keeps  very 


quiet,  but  is  working  away,  as  is  evidenced  by  reports  we  get  from 
various  sources  and  an  occasional  friendly  letter  from  her.  She  is  glad 
to  be  recognized  as  a woman  among  women,  not  as  a person  of  any  peculiar 
type  or  race,  and  she  is  respected  by  the  people  with  whom  she 
associates.  This  is  the  true  spirit  of  Carlisle. 

A Manila  solder,  Mr.  Abram  L.  Mumper,  paid  the  office  a visit  this 
week,  and  through  inquiry  we  gained  some  very  interesting  information 
from  the  Philippine  War  and  the  natives.  Mr.  Mumper  is  visiting  friends 
in  Mechanicsburg  and  was  very  recently  mustered  out  of  the  army.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  Colorado  for  17  years,  but  joined  company  H Idaho 
regiment.  He  was  in  the  great  fight  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  February,  and 
a number  of  other  engagements,  and  says  the  Filipino  leader,  Aguinaldo, 
is  a great  man,  and  a well-educated  gentleman.  He  has  studied  the 
tactics  of  George  Washington.  Mr.  Mumper  believes  there  will  be  no 
Waterloo  or  Gettysburg,  but  there  will  be  a system  of  warfare  continued 
for  a long  time  which  will  take  thousands  of  men  and  money  to  conquer. 
His  talk  was  of  a private  nature,  but  exceedingly  interesting  to  all  who 
heard  him  in  the  printing  office.  Mr.  Mumper  is  an  educated  soldier  and 
took  copious  notes  while  in  Manila  as  well  as  many  Kodak  views  of  the 
country,  and  will  probably  work  his  information  and  views  into  magazine 
articles . 

John  Warren  is  meeting  with  success  in  getting  subscriptions  for 
"Success"  one  of  the  very  best  family  papers  in  the  land  today  for 
inspiration,  progress  and  self-help.  A certain  desired  scholarship  in 
some  college  after  he  finishes  Carlisle  this  year.  It  is  a laudable 
purpose,  and  with  a little  more  aid  from  friends  who  wish  to  send  such  a 
helpful  publication  to  those  who  need  just  such  inspiring  help,  he  will 
succeed.  No  better  Christmas  present  could  be  given  a young  man,  or  a 
young  woman  either,  than  "Success",  Address  Dohn  Warren,  Carlisle,  Pa 
and  forward  him  one  dollar  and  a half,  and  he  will  see  that  the 
subscription  is  sent  to  the  publishers  in  good  shape. 

Names  of  contestants  who  have  now  over  fifty:  Miss  Mary  Shields, 
Carlisle;  Irving  F.  Merill,  Moore  Station,  Pa;  Dacob  Rhule,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa;  George  Muscoe,  here;  Howard  Gansworth,  Princeton  University,  N.D.; 
Palageia  Tutikoff,  Emigsville,  Pa;  Bertha  Fritz,  Oak  Lane,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  Send  in  a new  name  and  say  to  whose  credit  we  shall  give 
it,  and  let  us  have  a lively  vote!  Each  vote  must  be  a new 
subscription . 

Simon  Palmer  goes  to  Bloomsburg  Normal,  and  is  determined,  he  says  to 
work  his  way  through  high  school  and  college.  Simon  has  many  friends  at 
Carlisle  who  wish  him  the  best  of  success  in  his  new  field.  He  will  meet 
difficulties  and  may  have  to  suffer  many  deprivations  and  much  physical 
discomfort  in  attaining  the  end,  but  if  he  keeps  his  health,  his 
earnestness  of  purpose  will  carry  him  through  to  the  goal  and  then  what 
a self-respecting  man  he  will  be. 

We  learn  from  good  authority  that  the  football  team  of  the  Ft.  Hall 
school,  Idaho,  defeated  the  Ross  Fork  team  in  a hard  fought  game,  on  the 
6th,  by  a score  of  15  to  8,  and  in  the  evening  they  enjoyed  a taffy 
social . 

Miss  Rosa  Bourassa,  class  '90,  and  a teacher  for  several  years  in 
western  schools  has  a clerical  position  now  at  the  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
Indian  School,  and  says  she  likes  her  new  work  very  much.  We  are 
greatly  obliged  to  Supt.  McCowan  of  the  Pheonix  school  and  to  Miss 
Bourassa  for  a nice  subscription  list  for  the  HELPER. 

We  say  so  much  always  in  our  WALK.  A person  who  steps  as  though  he 
was  going  somewhere  for  something  is  the  one  who  is  likely  to  be  chosen 
to  fill  a responsible  place  in  which  their  is  good  pay. 


(P  3) 

On  the  school  roll  today  - 979. 

Too  many  clouds  for  the  meteors. 

Miss  Campbell  is  back  and  at  her  post  of  duty. 

Miss  Miller  spent  Sunday  with  friends  at  Newville. 

Dr.  Eastman  has  gone  to  South  Dakota  on  school  business. 

Frank  Dude  is  now  numbered  among  our  typos,  and  he  begins  well. 


Miss  Miles  returned  from  Oregon  on  Friday,  making  the  trip  in  four 
days . 

The  Susans  give  a little  reception  to  a few  invited  guests  tomorrow 
evening. 

We  hear  that  our  old  typo,  Frank  Thomas,  is  working  on  the  Chemawa 
American . 

Mrs.  Donaldson,  of  Harrisburg,  with  friends  from  a distance  visited 
the  school  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Simon  writes  that  he  is  meeting  with  cold  weather,  and  very  bad 
roads  in  Michigan. 

"The  Red  Man"  combines  September,  October  and  November,  this  month, 
and  is  now  mailing. 

Mr.  Frank  Weitzel,  of  Carlisle,  and  friends  from  a distance  were  among 
the  visitors  on  Wednesday. 

The  hungry  stone  crusher  again  devoureth  the  rocks  as  fast  as  two 
Indians  can  feed  the  giant  consumer. 

There  will  be  no  game  tomorrow  with  the  University  of  Maryland,  as 
they  have  written  that  their  team  is  not  in  condition. 

A.D.  Standing,  Dr.,  and  his  father,  Assistant-Superintendent  Standing 
visited  the  exposition  grounds  in  Philadelphia,  last  Saturday. 

Mrs.  Bennett's  mother,  Mrs.  Flood,  of  Richboro,  Pa.,  and  cousin  Miss 
Chambers,  of  Vineland,  N.D.,  are  visiting  the  Bennett's  at  the  near 
farm. 

Miss  Chochran  and  Miss  Weekley  visit  the  Invincibles,  tonight;  Mrs. 
Cook  and  Miss  Wood,  the  Standards;  Miss  Cambell  and  some  one  in  Mrs. 
Dorsett's  place,  the  Susans. 

We  get  the  news  from  Hoopa  Valley  that  Juanita  Bibancos  has  recently 
married  Mr.  John  Charley,  an  Indian  of  the  same  reservation,  Juanita 
has  many  friends  here  who  wish  her  joy. 

A cheery  business  note  from  Miss  Quinn  of  Washington,  D.C.,  speaks  of 
her  pleasant  memories  of  Carlisle  and  of  her  fondness  of  the  children, 
and  she  continues  to  like  the  little  HELPER. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  started  this  week  to  visit  her  162  girls  in  country 
homes.  She  will  look  into  their  home  life  and  surroundings;  their 
school  advantages  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  girls 
who  are  out. 

A Philadelphia  subscriber  closes  his  business  note  thus:  "We  teach  the 
savage  (?)  mind,  and  then  it  turns  and  wipes  out  the  great  and  cultured 
University.  Go  ahead!  You  are  getting  there  if  you  have  not  already 
reached  it." 

For  the  early  history  of  Carlisle,  be  a little  mouse  in  the  corner 
when  Miss  Harne  and  Miss  Noble  get  together,  and  both  feel  like 
talking!  Their  reminiscences  are  very  entertaining.  Both  are  old 
residents  of  this  aristocratic  old  town. 

The  mandolin  club  promises  some  music  for  our  next  entertainment. 

Prof.  Morrow,  of  Harrisburg,  who  comes  once  a week,  is  sparing  no  pains 
to  perfect  his  pupils. 

Frank  Cajune  is  at  the  Genoa  School,  and  seems  to  be  enjoying  his 
position  as  instructor  in  painting.  He  is  very  grateful  to  Mr.  Norman 
for  what  he  learned  in  our  paint-shop,  and  seems  to  be  using  the 
knowledge  obtained  to  excellent  advantage. 

The  Printer-Harnessmaker  game  resulted  in  a defeat  of  the  printers  by 
a score  of  12  to  6,  last  Saturday  on  our  Athletic  field.  The  stitchers 
of  leather  played  well  and  deserve  credit.  The  printers  made  their 
score,  it  is  said  in  a minute  and  a half. 

Jeannette  Horne,  '99,  is  attending  school  in  Eureka,  Cal.,  and  says  by 
letter  that  she  finds  her  higher  studies  "interesting  but  difficult  like 
many  other  things  we  have  to  contend  with."  The  school  is  a large  one, 
and  it  seems  strange  to  her  not  to  be  in  an  Indian  school. 

The  Roger-Grilley  entertainment  on  Tuesday  evening  was  intensely 
enjoyed  by  the  student  body  and  by  all.  The  golden  harp  as  it  stands 
alone  is  a thing  of  beauty,  costing  some  $3,000  and  when  Mr.  Rogers' 
fingers  are  upon  the  strings  the  strains  produced  are  rapturous.  Mr. 
Grilley  is  also  an  artist  in  the  line  of  impersonation.  We  hope  they 
will  come  again  sometime. 


Mr.  Charles  Buck,  of  Browning,  Montana,  and  a man  of  considerable 
business  enterprise  of  that  section,  is  with  us  for  a few  days.  Charlie 
longed  to  see  the  school  where  he  had  spent  many  happy  days  as  a 
student,  and  brought  12  boys  and  girls  to  take  Carlisle's  course.  He 
looks  well  and  happy.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Charlie  married  Spyna 
Deveraux,  one  of  our  faithful  and  much  beloved  girls,  and  they  have  a 
happy  home  of  their  own. 

Princeton  came  off  best  last  Saturday  by  a score  of  12  to  0.  Our  boys 
have  the  credit  of  doing  remarkable  work  on  the  field.  Several  of  our 
best  men  occupying  the  most  prominent  places  were  not  in  good  trim,  and 
our  substitutes  are  not  heavy  enough  to  keep  up  the  average  in  weight; 
neither  have  they  had  the  experience  necessary  to  cope  with  the  best 
teams.  The  large  universities  are  unlimited,  practically  in  the  number, 
and  unhampered  as  to  weight  and  experience  of  their  substitutes. 

Miss  Stewart  has  no  more  interested  little  pupils  in  her  sloyd  class 
than  Mary  Stevick  and  Dora  Eastman.  Esanetuck,  Abram  and  others  of  the 
small  children  also  take  great  pride  in  their  sawing,  planing,  measuring 
and  drafting.  The  sloyd  room  is  a little  bee  hive,  and  the  process  of 
head  and  hand  cultivation  there  going  on  is  to  be  highly  commended  for 
the  small  boy  and  girl  of  any  race,  and  especially  do  the  stolid  little 
Indian  boys  and  girls,  who  have  come  down  from  generations  of  stolidity, 
need  this  training.  The  sloyd  children  make  the  most  intelligent 
workers  in  the  shops  when  they  reach  that  stage  of  their  development. 

The  boys  of  Girard  College  are  getting  more  and  more  interested  in  our 
school,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  now-and-then  new  subscriptions. 
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Dr.  Wile  is  dead.  The  light  of  Dr.  Wile's  life  will  always  shine  in  the 
hearts  of  many  of  Carlisle's  students." 

Charles  Daganett,  '91,  now  at  Poughkeepsie  attending  Eastman's 
Business  College,  after  having  successfully  served  the  Government  as 
teacher  and  dark  at  several  places  in  the  West,  and  has  come  to  Eastman 
to  fit  himself  for  a higher  grade  of  clerical  work,  says: 

"It  is  with  much  sorrow  that  I note  the  death  of  Dr.  Wile.  How  often 
in  the  past  years  have  I thought  of  him  and  his  well  remembered  earnest 
talks.  He  was  our  chaplain  some  time  before  I left  school,  and  after 
leaving,  I,  once  in  a while  got  sketches  of  his  sermons  in  the  HELPER 
and  Red  Man,  which  were  always  enjoyed.  On  our  way  to  Carlisle  from  the 
West  one  of  our  anticipated  pleasures  was  that  of  listening  to  Dr.  Wile, 
more  so,  no  doubt,  because  our  ups  and  downs  in  the  intervening  years 
had  shown  us  the  real  worth  of  his  most  excellent  talks,  and  how  well 
selected  his  words  of  counsel.  "Not  how  long  but  how  well,"  makes  life 
a success.  It  is  certainly  sad  to  think  of  his  death  right  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness,  but  the  recollection  of  him  and  his  noble  work  will 
always  be  one  of  pleasure  to  those  who  knew  him." 

Milly  Bailly,  Sisseton,  South  Dakota,  says: 

"I  received  the  HELPER  this  evening,  and  I was  shocked  to  read  of  Dr. 
Wile's  death.  I can  picture  him  in  my  mind  talking  to  the  school.  I 
hope  the  students  will  follow  the  advices  he  gave." 

Lizzie  M.  Tyndall,  nee  Lizzie  Hill  '97,  now  at  Lower  Brule,  South 
Dakota,  with  her  husband  loel  Tyndall,  ex-student,  says: 

"Yesterday  I received  a letter  from  Miss  Edge,  stating  the  death  of 
your  dear  pastor  - Rev.  Dr.  Wile.  It  is  hard  to  realize  that  he  is  no 
more. " 


WHAT  THE  HARVARD  MEN  THINK  OF  US  AS  FOOTBALL  PLAYERS. 


The  Harvard  Crimson,  published  at  Cambridge,  by  Harvard  students,  says 
editorially: 

A most  edifying  feature  of  Saturday's  game  was  the  thorough  good 
feeling  which  prevailed  at  all  times.  Carlisle's  clean,  manly  play  won 
our  admiration  from  the  start,  and  convinced  us  that  we  have  never  met, 
on  the  football  field,  men  of  better  metal.  In  the  fiercest  rushes 
there  was  never  any  evidence  of  unnecessary  roughness  or  of  questionable 
tactics.  It  was  the  kind  of  game  that,  unfortunately,  is  seldom  seen. 


even  in  a long  season.  It  was  the  kind  of  game  that  gives  us  a feeling 
of  settled  contentment;  because  we  know  that  we  have  met  men  fairly  and 
squarely  and  that  there  has  been  no  breach  of  faith  on  either  side. 
Harvard  men  will  not  forget  the  Indian  game  in  many  years.  It  has  shown 
us  our  eleven  in  its  best  light.  Of  more  importance,  perhaps,  it  has 
taught  us  a lesson  in  conduct. 

Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 

Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  won  16-5. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge;lost,  22-10. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica;  won,  32-0. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York,  lost  12-0. 

Nov.  18,  University  of  Maryland  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


Mrs.  Reed,  of  Reedsville,  this  State,  who  has  been  interested  in  the 
school  for  many  years,  having  one  or  two  of  our  girls  with  her  in  the 
family  nearly  all  the  time  has  made  the  heart  of  little  Dora,  who  was 
recently  with  her,  very  happy  by  one  of  those  heart  to  heart  letters 
which  so  many  of  the  girls'  country  mothers  write  them  and  which  do  them 
so  much  good.  Lillian  Smith  is  with  her  now,  and  Mrs.  Reed  says  she 
plays  the  guitar  with  piano  accompaniment  sometimes  in  the  evening, 
which  is  very  enjoyable  to  all  who  hear  the  music. 


Notice  the  number  on  your  wrapper!  If  there  is  a one,  a five  and  a 
four,  (154),  that  means  you  are  paid  to  volume  15  (that  is  this  volume), 
number  4 (that  is  this  number) . A prompt  renewal  will  prevent  delay, 
insure  against  taking  your  name  from  the  galley,  and  the  making  of  an 
error  in  getting  it  back  in  place. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  18  letters. 

My  5,  8,  4,  7,  6 are  great  men. 

My  12,  18,  10,  15  is  something  most  people  do  when  pleased. 

My  9,  3,  10,  16  many  unpleasant  people  are. 

My  2,  14,  13,  17  is  a part  of  animals. 

My  3,  11,  1 is  a busy  insect. 

My  whole  is  something  most  people  are  anxiously  waiting  for. 
SUBSCRIBER. 

And  we  will  add  that  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  at  Carlisle  are 
specially  waiting  for. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Cumberland. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  go  to 
http://www.epix.net/~landis . 

"RE : Four  Indian  Boys  for  Thanksgiving"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Feb  1999  06:35:23  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Four  Indian  boys  for  Thanksgiving.... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


One  time  my  college  room  mate  ran  into  the  room  and  said  our  neighbors 
next  door,  Harley  a Zuni  and  Bob,  a Southern  Cheyenne  had  gotten  big 
bucks  and  wanted  to  treat  us  out  to  eat.  We  were  ready  in  flash,  we 
were  always  hungry  so  we  went  out  and  ate. 

My  roommate,  Mike  was  a Sioux,  and  me  the  Navajo;  many  times  the  four 
of  us  would  get  together  with  a big  bass  drum  and  we  would  go  into  the 
main  living  room  of  the  dorm  and  sing  Indian  songs.  We  would  sing  songs 
we  knew  and  invite  other  skins  to  sing  with  us  and  we  would  do  this 
every  once  in  a while.  We  had  a good  time.  The  room  would  fill  up  with 
the  other  students  and  pretty  soon  we  had  a crowd  standing  around  us. 

We  would  teach  each  other  our  own  tribal  songs  and  would  really  wail. 
These  three  were  my  brothers  and  we  did  alot  of  things  together,  and 
one  of  the  was  to  eat. 

We  were  in  college  and  always  looking  for  free  meal.  There  were  these 
girls  from  Onandagawa,  New  York,  Seneca  girls  and  we  would  see  them  all 
the  time  and  follow  them  back  to  the  their  apartment  and  munch  on  what 
was  around  the  place.  It  was  a thing  with  us,  we  had  a reputation  as 
munchers,  always  asking  for  food.  There  were  some  other  girls  who  were 
from  Zuni  and  the  Pueblos,  we  used  to  go  see  them,  they  were  in  the 
next  complex  and  we  would  munch  down  whatever  they  had.  They  were  good 
cooks,  those  Pueblo  girls  can  really  cook,  so  can  those  Senecas.  There 
was  some  other  girls  we  knew  who  were  not  Indian  but  were  from  places 
like  Chicago,  San  Antonio,  Seattle,  who  sure  could  cook,  too.  We  used 
to  go  see  them  and  after  a while  they  all  would  bring  us  treats  like 
cookies,  cake  and  stuff  like  that,  dropping  it  off  at  our  dorm. 

Thanksgiving  was  coming  up  and  since  all  four  of  us  room  mates  were 
going  home  we  made  a big  deal  of  eating  something  for  Thanksgiving.  You 
have  to  understand  we  were  always  broke,  but  managed  to  go  out  somehow 
once  in  a while.  Well  we  all  sort  of  said  to  each  of  these  girls  we 
didn't  want  to  eat  turkey  in  the  student  union,  so  we  could  bet  a free 
Thanksgiving  meal.  The  day  after  class  let  out  for  the  holiday  we  each 
got  an  invitation  to  eat  with  the  Pueblo  girls,  and  then  one  from  the 
Senecas  and  one  from  our  friends  who  were  pale  faces.  We  talked  about 
it  and  figured  we  would  just  go  to  one  dinner  and  beg  off  that  we 
forgot  about  the  other  dinners  later. 

At  11  AM,  Becky  and  her  Pueblo  crew  laid  out  a spread  you  would  not 
believe  and  they  watched  us  four  eat.  We  were  young,  and  helped 
ourselves  to  everything  they  had.  They  offered  more  they  couldn't  take 
no  for  an  answer  and  so  we  ate  good.  We  joked  and  laughed  and  had  a 
good  time. 

Afterward  we  were  on  our  way  back  to  the  dorm,  when  the  Sue  and  other 
Seneca  girls  picked  us  up  and  took  us  to  their  apartment.  There  in 
their  living  room  they  had  borrowed  a big  dining  table,  table  cloth, 
real  silverware,  just  like  in  a fine  restaurant.  They  had  turkey  with 
all  the  trimmings.  Now  Mike  was  a big  eater,  so  we  sat  down  and  started 
to  eat.  The  taste  of  turkey  gets  kind  of  old  the  second  time  around 
when  your  are  already  full.  What  could  we  do,  we  didn't  tell  them  about 
the  first  dinner,  so  we  ate  again,  but  couldn't  eat  desert.  We  had  a 
good  meal,  good  conversation  and  they  made  us  eat. 

We  then  walked  back  to  our  dorm,  when  Sally  and  girls  in  the  next 
complex  came  over  and  said,  we  fixed  a meal  for  you  guys.  Mike  looked 
at  me  and  we  smiled  faintly,  then  he  went  next  door  and  told  Harley  and 
Bob  the  girls  had  fixed  us  Thanksgiving  dinner.  We  looked  at  each 
other,  we  didn't  have  to  say  anything  it  was  all  in  the  look.  We  made 
our  way  over  there  and  they  had  quite  a spread.  We  stood  there  and 
looked  at  all  the  food,  those  girls  standing  there  so  proud  of  their 
meal . 

We  sat  down  and  started  to  play  with  the  food,  but  they  wouldn't  let  us 
alone.  Harley  started  to  say  we  had  already  eaten,  and  the  girls 
reaction  was  not  good.  They  told  us  they  were  going  to  throw  the  food 
out  if  we  did  not  eat  and  they  had  spent  a good  part  of  the  day  fixing 
it  for  us.  All  four  of  us  sat  there  and  ate,  trying  to  smile  and  talk, 
but  it  was  a tough  meal  to  get  through.  We  sort  finished  part  of  the 
meal  and  they  made  us  stay  for  desert.  We  went  into  their  living  room, 
they  wanted  to  know  how  the  meal  turned  out,  we  told  them  it  was  good. 


the  best  meal  we  had  even. 

After  that  we  got  out  of  there  as  quick  as  we  could.  Halfway  back,  it 
all  started  to  come  up,  too  much  of  good  thing.  We  were  miserable,  the 
long  and  short  of  it  was  the  girls  all  found  out  what  we  had  done  and 
none  of  them  were  happy  with  us,  we  did  not  get  a Christmas  meal  and  I 
can't  say  we  were  sorry  about  it  either.... 

"RE : Poem:  Mother  Earth  Speaks"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Dul  95  17:03:36  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 
Sub j : Two  New  Poems 

Mother  Earth  Speaks 

A Poem  by  T.  L.  Christen 

I am  Mother  Earth 

Made  by  the  Creator,  oldest  of  the  Travelers 

Ancient  race  of  sentient  beings  who  travel  through  time  and  space 
Servants  of  the  Creator  who  nurture  sentient  races  to  maturity 
It  is  through  my  very  nature  that  all  truth  comes 

I am  your  home 

I give  you  the  water  of  life  to  sustain  you 
I give  you  food  to  keep  you  healthy 
I give  you  colors  to  stir  your  imagination 
I give  you  dreams  to  help  you  create 

I give  you  clean  skies  but  you  pollute  them 
I give  you  pristine  forests  but  you  burn  them 
I give  you  priceless  minerals  but  you  waste  them 

I give  you  this  warning: 

I am  Mother  Earth  and  I will  not  allow  you  to  destroy  me 

Woe  to  you  who  drive  the  engine  of  consumption 

Who  torch  my  lungs,  who  poison  my  blood,  who  grind  my  body 

For  metal 

Woe  to  you  who  live  by  violence  and  greed 

For  you  will  no  longer  exist 

Violent  ones  will  die  by  violence 

There  are  other  beings  who  could  take  your  place 

Woe  most  of  all  to  you  who  are  indifferent 
Who  sit  smug  and  comfortable  in  your  position 
Who  think  you  do  no  wrong,  who  take  no  action 
You  will  be  the  first  to  be  judged  by  the  Creator 
For  apathy  is  the  worst  of  all  sins 

I turned  my  axis  before  because  of  greed  and  destruction 

I can  do  it  again  and  I have  already  begun 

Other  children  of  land,  water,  sky  and  spirit  know  this 

I speak  this  to  all  races  in  all  four  sacred  directions 

Mother  Earth  is  a kind  loving  mother 

But  I will  discipline  my  children  if  you  continue  to  destroy  me 
For  it  is  against  the  Creator's  law  for  a sentient  being 
To  commit  suicide 


You  still  have  time  to  save  yourselves 

But  you,  the  people,  must  take  your  power  back  from 


The  multinationals  who  would  kill  me  and  enslave  you 


If  I turn  on  my  axis  everything  will  change 

But  if  people  begin  to  care  more  for  people  than  profit 

Then  Mother  Earth  will  remember  her  promise 

To  nurture  humanity  to  the  stars 

WINS 

P.O.Box  8306 

Madison,  WI  53708-8306 

Email  <earthwins@aol . com> 

America  Online:  EarthWINS 

Permission  given  to  reprint  by  authors. 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Nov  99  23:55:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  5-11 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

5 

Lava  steams  and  crackles  as  it  pours  into  the  churning  ocean 
--  the  marriage  of  fire  and  water. 

6 

Let  your  dreams  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

7 

May  I one  day  sing  the  song  of  my  being  in  the  land  of  my  heart's  desire. 

8 

In  the  mirror  pool,  you  will  see  reflected  your  own  spirit. 

9 

Learn  all  that  life  has  to  teach  you. 

10 

Seek  love,  knowledge,  and  above  all  else  --  happiness. 

11 

If  we  can  achieve  a meeting  of  minds,  then  all  our  other  differences 
are  meaningless. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  29  November  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

November  25  - 27 
Thanksgiving  (contest) 

Gymnasium 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 
(435)  722-5141 

November  26  - 28 

Native  American  Month  (traditional) 

Rillito  Race  Way  Park 
Tucson,  Arizona 
(520)  622-4900 


November  26  - 28 
Indio  (contest) 

Cabazon  Reservation 
Indio,  California 
(800)  827-2946  ext.  3017 

November  26  - 27 
Prarie  Winds  (contest) 

Bartle  Hall 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(913)  768-4798 

November  26  - 28 
4th  Native  Peoples  Gathering 
Tehama  District  Fair  Grounds 
Red  Bluff,  California 
(541)  474-6394  or  (541)  839-6517 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9049 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Thu,  25  Nov  1999  02:31:25  -0800 

From:  "lavier  I.  Kinney"  <jkinney@7genfund.org> 

Sub j : Indigenous  Peoples  at  WTO 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  NETWORKING  AT  THE  WTO 

The  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO)  will  be  in  Seattle,  November  29- 
December  3,  1999.  This  is  their  5th  anniversary.  This  WTO  summit  will  lay 
the  agenda  for  WTO  for  the  next  10  years.  Trade  ministers  from  135  nations 
will  be  welcomed  by  President  Clinton  who  wants  the  WTO  to  begin  a new 
round  of  "free  trade"  negotiations.  On  Tuesday,  November  30,  from  12:00 
noon  to  2:00  p.m.  a rally/march  will  take  place  in  downtown  Seattle  with 
non-governmental  organizations  (NGO's)  estimating  near  30,000  people  to 
show  up. 

We  are  organizing  for  Indigenous  Peoples  to  have  a strong  presence  at 
this  historical  meeting  of  the  WTO  which  has  become  the  main  rule-making 
bureaucracy  of  corporate  lead  economic  globalization.  This  globalization 
has  diminished  environmental,  labor,  public  health,  food  safety,  culture, 
democracy  and  sovereignty  of  countries  throughout  world,  let  alone  the 
sovereignty  of  Indigenous  Peoples  in  North  America.  Corporate  rule  has 
increased  patenting  of  traditional  knowledge  and  intellectual  property 
rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  seeds,  medicinal  plants,  and  even  the  human 
DNA  of  Indigenous  Peoples.  Protection  of  forests  and  water  is  becoming 


threatened  as  these  natural  resources  are  defined  as  trade  good  items 
protected  under  the  trade  rules  of  the  WTO.  Indigenous  Peoples  in  North 
America,  the  Americas  and  the  world  have  foreseen  the  consequences  of 
economic  globalization  that  danger  the  sustainable  survival  of  Indigenous 
Peoples.  The  WTO  has  not  been  open  to  the  public  or  Indigenous  Peoples. 

The  Indigenous  Peoples  Forum  and  Networking  at  the  WTO  is  the  first  step 
towards  Indigenous  Peoples  to  come  together,  educate  ourselves,  and 
develop  strategy  on  action  to  be  taken  on  the  WTO. 

Indigenous  Peoples  Networking  Office: 

Seattle  University 
900  Broadway  Avenue 
Seattle,  Washington  98122 

Lemieux  Library  Room  108 

(To  be  staffed  starting  November  28  and  during  the  week  of  the  WTO) . 

Tel:  (206)  296-2288,  296-2289,  296-2290 

Fax:  (206)  296-2280 
e-mail:  ien@igc.org 

Indigenous  press  and  radio  broadcasting  ("Native  American  Calling")  will  be 
scheduled . 

Indigenous  Peoples  caucus  meetings  and  briefings  at  (unless  otherwise 
noted) : 

Seattle  University,  Schaeffer  Auditorium 
900  Broadway  Avenue 
Seattle,  Washington  98122 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  Indigenous  activities  are  sponsored  by  the 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  USA/Canada  and  Seventh  Generation  Fund, 
USA.  In  alliance  with  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  Indigenous 
Peoples  Council  on  Biocolonialism,  the  Abya  Yala  Fund,  the  Indigenous 
People's  Network  for  Policy  Research  and  Education  and  many  other  Indigenous 
organizations  and  nations  throughout  the  Americas  and  the  world.  This 
Indigenous  networking  promotes  the  principle  that  as  Indigenous  Peoples,  "We 
Speak  For  Ourselves"  on  issues  that  affect  the  future  of  our  communities  and 
the  world. 

Please  take  under  consideration  that  this  may  be  subject  to  change. 
Additional  activities  and  events  will  be  added.  For  more  information  about 
the  events  and  activities  please  check  the  Seventh  Generation  Fund  website 
at  www.7genfund.org  or  contact  us  at  (707)  825-7640  or  office@7genfund.org 
Or  contact  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  for  updated  information  at 
www.alphacdc.com/ien  / (218)  751-4967/  ien@igc.org 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  AGENDA  AT  THE  WTO 
Friday,  November  26 
7:00-10:00  p.m. 

International  Forum  on  Globalization,  "Teach-In:  Economic 
Globalization  and  the  Role  of  the  WTO." 

Benaroya  Hall,  3rd  Avenue  and  University  Street 

Purchase  $10  ticket  to  get  in  2 hours  before,  not  guaranteed  to  get  in. 
Speakers  from  throughout  the  globe  with  the  following  Third  World/Indigenous 
Peoples  presentations:  Martin  Khor,  Third  World  Network,  Malaysia  and 
Vandana  Shiva,  Research  Foundation  for  Science,  Technology  and  Ecology, 
India.  Sponsored  by  the  International  Forum  on  Globalization.  For  more 
information  contact  IFG  at  (415)  771-8094  http://www.ifg.org 

Saturday,  November  27 

4:45-6:30  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples  Caucus  on  Globalization, 

Seattle  Art  Museum  Lecture  Hall,  2nd  and  University  Avenue 
Get-together,  alliance  building,  information  on  the  week-long  events  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  activities.  Sponsored  by  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network,  Seventh  Generation  with  support  of  Abya  Yala  Fund,  USA. 

8:30  a. m. -6:30  p.m. 

Continuation,  International  Forum  on  Globalization-Teach  In, 

Benaroya  Symphony  Hall,  3rd  and  University  Avenue 
Day-Long  Series  of  Panel  Discussions  - Speakers  from  throughout  the  globe 


with  some  Third  World/Indigenous  Peoples  presentations:  Yao  Graham,  Third 
World  Network,  Ghana,  Hassan  Sununu,  Organization  of  African  Trade  Union 
Unity,  Ghana 

8:00-11:00  p.m.  Special  Evening  Event:  Roundtable  Discussion,  8:00  pm  - 
11:00  pm  with  presentations  from  NGO  groups.  Purchase  ticket  to  get  in. 
Third  World/Indigenous  Peoples  presenters:  Victoria  Tauli-Corpuz , 

Indigenous  Peoples'  Network  for  Policy  Research  and  Education,  Philipines, 
Martin  Khor,  Third  World  Network,  Owens  Wiwa,  Movement  For  The  Survival  Of 
The  Ogoni  People,  Nigeria,  Vandana  Shiva,  Research  Foundation  for  Science, 
Technology  and  Ecology,  India,  and  others.  Sponsored  by  the  IFG  (415) 
771-8091. 

Sunday,  November  28 

3:30  Intertribal  Briefing  on  Issues  and  Events 

1305  and  4th  Avenue,  Suite  307 

For  more  information  contact:  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies  at  (206) 
224-4338  or  (360)754-1990 

Mainly  for  American  Indian  tribal  governments,  tribal  protocol,  tribal 
membership  in  WTO,  Indian  governmental  seats  in  United  Nation  sessions. 
Organization  of  American  States  representatives,  and  American  Indian  Trade 
and  Development  Council 

4:30-8:00  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  South  and  North  in  Dialogue  on  WTO 
and  Potluck  Dinner 

Our  Lady  of  Mount  Virgin  Church,  1531  Bradner  Place 

Delegates  include:  Zoila  lose  Duan,  Union  of  Indigenous  Communities  of  the 
North  Zone  of  the  Ithmus  (UCIZONI),  Mexico;  Clemencia  Herrera  Nemerayema, 
National  Indigena  Organization  of  Colombia  (ONIC);  Aucan  Huilcaman,  Council 
of  All  the  Land,  Mapuche,  Chile;  Nilo  Cayuqueo,  Abya  Yala  Fund,  Debra  Harry, 
Indigenous  Peoples  Council  on  Biocolonialism, 

Sponsored  by  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  and  Seventh  Generation  Fund  in 
cooperation  with  Abya  Yala  Fund,  USA. 

Monday,  November  29 

8:30-10:00  a.m.  Indigenous  delegation  briefing 
Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 
12:30-1:30  p.m.  Rally  For  The  Environment,  Health  and  Animal  Welfare 
Washington  Trade  and  Convention  Center,  8th  and  Pike  Street.  Sponsored  by 
Sierra  Club  and  other  non-Indigenous  NGO's.  The  following  workshops  are 
sponsored  by  various  non-Indigenous  NGO's.  These  topics  affect  Indigenous 
Peoples . 

1:30  p.m. 

Indian  Tribal  governments  meeting  with  the  Fijian  government  delegation 
American  Indian  Trade  and  Development  Council 
1305  and  4th  Avenue,  Suite  307 

Sponsored  by  the  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 
4:00  p.m. 

Indian  Tribal  governments  meeting  with  the  Eastonian  government  delegation 
American  Indian  Trade  and  Development  Council 
1305  and  4th  Avenue,  Suite  307 

Sponsored  by  the  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 

The  following  workshops  are  sponsored  by  various  non-indigenous  NGO's. 

These  topics  affect  Indigenous  Peoples. 

2:00-3:30  p.m.  *Workshop:  Fishing  for  Corporate  Profit,  Fisheries  and  WTO 
Gethsemane  Lutheran  Church  (Formal  Lounge),  911  Stewart 
+Government  Proposals  on  Trade  and  the  Environment  Gethsemane  Lutheran 
Church  (Sanctuary),  911  Stewart 
+WTO:  Hazardous  to  Your  Health 

United  Methodist  (Blaine  Room),  1000  - 4th  Avenue 
+Hands  Off  My  Genes!  WTO  vs.  Bio-safety  Protocol 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  1212  - 6th  Avenue 

4:00-5:30  p.m.  *North/South  Dialogue:  Trade  and  Sustainable  Development 
Gethsemane  Lutheran  Church  (Formal  Lounge)  911  Stewart  Carol  Kalafatic, 


International  Indian  Treaty  Council  (IITC) 

+0n  The  Chopping  Block:  Forests  Under  The  WTO  Gethsemane  Lutheran  Church 

(Sanctuary),  911  Stewart  Street 

+Trading  Away  Public  Health:  Toxins  and  the  WTO 

United  Methodist  (Blaine  Room),  1000  - 4th  Avenue 

+WTO  TRIPS  Agreement  and  Access  to  Essential  Medicines  Plymouth 

Congregational  Church,  1212  - 6th  Avenue 

4:30-6:30  p.m.  International  Interfaith  Service 

First  Methodist  Church,  811  5th  Avenue  and  Columbia  Street:  Indigenous 
prayer,  cultural  activity  and  Indigenous  participation.  Procession  at  6:30 
pm  (walk)  to  Safeco  Field  Exhibition  Hall,  between  King  Dome  and  Safeco 
Baseball  Field  on  Royal  Broughman  Avenue  between  4th  Avenue  and  Occidental 
Avenue,  7:30  p.m.  formation  of  non-violent  human-chain.  For  more 
information  contact:  Shelly  Means  at  (206)  625-9790.  Sponsored  by  Washington 
Association  of  Churches  and  other  interfaith  groups. 

Tuesday,  November  30 

8:30-10:00  a.m.  Indigenous  delegation  briefing  and  preparation  for  noon 
rally  Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 
Indigenous  Peoples  will  meet  right  before  the  12:00/noon  Massive 
March  at  a place  to  be  announced  this  morning 

10:00-12:00  noon 

Indigenous  Women's  Panel  Session  as  part  of  "Diverse  Women 
for  Diversity  Forum  on  Globalization." 

Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  University  and  6th 
3:30-5:00  p.m.  Session  on  Patents  and  Biopiracy 

Debra  Harry,  Indigenous  Peoples  Council  on  Biocolonialism,  and  other 
Indigenous  women  throughout  the  day 

12:00-2:00  p.m.  The  BIG  MASSIVE  Rally  and  March  on  the  WTO,  the  streets  of 
Seattle. 

4:00-8:00  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples  Strategy  Meeting 
Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 

Wednesday,  December  1 

8:30-10:00  a.m.  Indigenous  delegation  briefing 

Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 

6:00-11:00  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples  Globalization  Forum 
Piggott  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 
Moderated  by:  Tom  Goldtooth,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  USA/Canada 
Presentations  by:  Chris  Peters,  Seventh  Generation  Fund,  USA;  Hereditary 
Chief,  Ed  Moody,  Qwatsinas,  Nuxalk  Nation,  British  Columbia,  Canada;  Sharon 
Venne,  Cree  First  Nations;  Debra  Harry,  Indigenous  Peoples  Council  on 
Bio-colonialism,  USA;  Victoria  Tauli-Corpuz,  Indigenous  Peoples'  Network  for 
Policy  Research  & Education,  Philippines;  Esther  Nahgahnub,  Great  Lakes  IEN; 
Taira  Stanley,  Movimiento  de  la  luventud  Kuna,  Panama;  Clemente  (Ibe) 

Wilson,  Movimiento  de  la  Duventad  Kuna,  Panama,  Chief  Stewart  Phillip, 
President,  Union  of  British  Columbia  Indian  Chiefs,  Canada;  Councillor  loan 
Phillip,  Canada 

Thursday,  December  2 

8:30-9:30  a.m.  Indigenous  delegation  briefing 

Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 

9:15-10:30  a.m.  The  Historical  Context:  TRIPS,  part  of  the  No  Patents  On 
Life:  Workshops  on  protection  of  plant  knowledge,  intellectual  knowledge, 
and  indigenous  knowledge. 

Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  1212-6th  Avenue 

Numerous  speakers  including  invited  speaker,  Alejandro  Argumedo,  Indigenous 


Peoples  Biodiversity  Network(IPBN)  on  Indigenous  Peoples'  Rights  and  the  CBD 


12:00-1:00  p.m.  Alternatives  To  Patents:  What  We  Are  Campaigning  For  in  the 
International  Labour  Organization , Convention  169:  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples 

Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  1212  and  6th  Avenue 
Antonio  Gonzales,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  (IITC), 

10:00-2:00  p.m.  North  American  Indigenous  Elders  and  Traditional  Leaders 
Voices 

Schaffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 
Janet  McCloud,  Tulalip,  USA;  Chet  Kiyou  Sr.,  Salish,  Canada/USA;  Tom 
Sampson,  Vancouver  Island,  Canada;  Lee  Piper,  Eastern  Band  Cherokee,  USA; 
Vernon  Lane,  Lummi  Nation,  USA,  Chief  Johnny  Jackson,  Yakama  Klickitat  Band, 
USA;  Dim  Main  Sr.,  Gros  Ventre  White  Clay  Society,  USA  and  others. 

Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 

5:00-10:00  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples  and  People  of  Color  Reception  and  Caucus 
El  Centro  de  La  Raza,  2524  - 16th  Avenue  South  (Beacon  Hill) . For  more 
information  Call  (206  329-9442 

Sponsored  by  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  Seventh  Generation  Fund  and 
Southwest  Network  for  Environmental  and  Economic  Justice,  USA. 

Friday,  December  3 

8:30-10:00  a.m.  Indigenous  delegation  briefing 

Schaeffer  Auditorium,  Seattle  University,  900  Broadway  Avenue 

12:00-4:00  p.m.  Indigenous  Peoples,  Forests,  and  the  WTO: 

Moderator:  Chris  Peters,  Seventh  Generation  Fund,  USA.  Presenters:  Chief 
Arthur  Manuel,  Interior  Alliance  of  First  Nations,  British  Columbia,  Canada; 
Jeff  Thomas,  Puyallup  Tribe,  Washington,  USA;  Dune  Lankard,  Eyak 
Preservation,  Alaska,  USA;  Chaz  Wheelock,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network; 
Wisconsin,  USA;  Chief  Stewart  Phillip,  President  Union  of  British  Columbia 
Indian  Chiefs,  Canada;  Councillor  Joan  Phillip,  Canada 

8:00  p.m.  Cuban  Solidarity  Rally,  National  Network  on  Cuba 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  124  and  21st  Avenue 
Keynote  speaker:  Fidel  Castro,  President  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba 
Indigenous  speaker:  Dennis  Banks,  Founder,  American  Indian 
Movement 

Saturday,  December  4 

All  day  Indigenous  delegates  depart 

CONFIRMED  INDIGENOUS  DELEGATES 

Alice  Aguilar,  Eyak  Preservation,  Alaska 

Dana  Arviso,  Native  America  Calling 

Cara  Biega,  Eyak  Preservation  Council 

Nilo  Cayuqueo,  Abya  Yala  Fund 

Brenden  Cowan,  Eyak  Preservation  Council 

Victoria  Tauli  Corpuz,  Tebtebba  Foundation  and  Asian  Women's  Network 

Steven  Gone,  Gros  Ventre  White  Clay  Society 

Tom  Goldtooth,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

Tony  Gonzales,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 

Debra  Harry,  Indigenous  Peoples  Council  on  Bio-colonialism, 

USA/ Inter national 

Aucan  Huilcaman,  Council  of  All  the  Land 

Chief  Johnny  Jackson,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

Minty  Jeffries,  Seattle  University 

Zoila  Jose  Juan,  Union  of  Indigenous  Communities  of  the  North  Zone  of  Ithmus 

Carol  Kalafatic,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 

Leilani  King,  Seattle  Archdiocese 

Javier  Kinney,  Seventh  Generation  Fund 

Dune  Lankard,  Eyak  Preservation  Council 

Joe  Leon,  Native  America  Calling 


Dim  Main  Sr.,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  International  Indian  Treaty 
Council 

Alvin  Manitopyes,  Strong  Heart  Environmental  and  Wellness  Society 
Chief  Arthur  Manuel,  Interior  Alliance  of  First  Nations,  British 
Columbia 

lanet  McCloud,  Tulalip 

Shelly  Means,  Washington  Association  of  Churches 
Ana  Maria  Murillo,  Abya  Yala  Fund 

Esther  Nahgahnub,  Great  Lakes  Regional  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
Clemencia  Herrera  Nemarayema,  National  Indigena  Organization  of  Colombia 
Lee  Piper,  Eastern  Band  Cherokee 

Chief  Stewart  Phillip,  Union  of  British  Columbia  Indian  Chiefs 
Councillor  loan  Phillip,  British  Columbia 
Chris  Peters,  Seventh  Generation  Fund 
Ed  Moody  Qwatsinas,  Hereditary  Chief,  Nuxalk 

Priscilla  Settee,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  Indigenous  Women's 
Network 

limbo  Simmons,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  International  Indian 
Treaty  Council 

Taira  Stanley,  Movimiento  de  la  luventad  Kuna 
Valerie  Taliman,  Native  America  Calling 
lonathon  Two  Bears,  Eyak  Preservation  Council 
Shelly  Vendiola,  Lummi  Cedar  Project 
Sharon  Venne,  Canadian  Cree  First  Nations 
Chaz  Wheelock,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
Ray  Williams,  Seattle  Archdiocese 

Clemente  (Ibe)  Wilson,  Movimiento  de  la  luventad  Kuna 
Contact : 

Tom  Goldtooth,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

Tel:  (218)  751-4967,  Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.org 

http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

lavier  Kinney,  Seventh  Generation  Fund 

Tel:  (707)  825-7640 

lkinney@7genf und . org 


Date:  Tue,  23  Nov  1999  15:48:05  -0500 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : pow  wow 

VETERANS  POW  WOW  WASHINGTON  D.C. 

November  27  & 28 

National  Native  American  Veterans  Honoring  Pow-wow 
Ancostia  Naval  Reserve  Center 
Washington,  D.  C.,  District  of  Columbia 
Phone:  410-956-4156  or  301-261-7084 
Contact:  Diane  or  Sam 
Details:  All  drums  welcomed! 

Anyone  wanting  to  display  their  deceased  veterans  flag  are  welcomed  and 
encouraged  to  do  so.  All  color  guards  are  welcomed.  All  dancers  are 
welcomed.  Come  one,  come  all  and  support  the  veterans  at  this  pow-wow. 
Public  Welcomed. 

Take  295  North  to  Exit  3 on  to  Firth  Spirling  Ave. 

Firth  Spirling  Ave  will  take  you  to  the  Naval  Security  Gate. 

Directions  will  be  posted  to  parking  lots  357  & 358 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  13:45:27  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


The  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES) 

Presents  during  their  21st  annual  conference  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota: 


TONEMAH  & ULALI 

In  Concent  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center  Ballroom 
10:00p.m.  on  Friday  - November  19,  1999 

Tickets  are  $8.00  and  will  be  sold  at  the  AISES  Conference  Merchandise 
booth  at  the  Convention  Center. 

For  more  information  - visit  the  AISEES  web  site  at  www.aises.org 

The  21st  Annual  Conference  begins  with  Pre-conference  Professional  Training 
on  Wednesday,  November  17,  1999.  Regular  conference  days  are  Thursday, 
November  18  - Saturday,  November  20,  1999. 

The  conference  site  will  be  at  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-Jan.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 


relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau . edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 


Saturday  August  19,  2000 


Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 


Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 


challenges . 


Possible,  but  cleanly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Judiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 


www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 
NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.O.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-November  26  - 28,  1999- 
Native  American  Festival 
Indio,  CA  1-800-827-2946 


Native  Peoples  Gathering  & Trade  Fair 
Winds  Casino,  Redding,  CA 
ludy:  (541)  474-6394 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PFI: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sat,  9 Oct  1999  00:25:58  EDT 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : South/Fall  Events  Update,  Pt.l 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Fall,  1999- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

ru  ru  y ru 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Flomecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 


Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  14:25:01  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Late  Fall  Events  Updates 

Native  American  Events  Listings 

-Fall,  1999- 

>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

y ~ y ru 

Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Flost  Drum,  FIND  - Flost  Northern  Drum,  FISD:  Flost 
Southern  Drum,  FIM : Flead  Man,  FI L - Flead  Lady,  FIG:  Flead  Gourd  Dancer,  FIS:  Flead 
Singer,  FHFI : Flost  Motel/Flotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Flead  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Nov.  25-26:  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Flomecoming  & Thanksgiving  Pow  Wow,  on  Poarch 
Creek  Tribal  Grounds,  near  Atmore.  Dance  contest.  Drum  contest.  Princess 
competition,  storytelling.  Admission:  $5.00.  Info:  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334) 
368-9136  or  tcox@poarchcreekindians.org. 


LOUISIANA 


Nov.  28-29:  Louisiana  Indian  Heritage  Association  Pow  Wow,  Hidden  Oaks 
Campground,  Robert.  Info:  lack  Heriard,  PO  Box  1390,  Folsom,  LA  70437  (504) 
796-5433  or  whiswind@i-55.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  limmy  Boy  Dial  via  Dale  Mitchell,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes, 
Natika  Tsinnie  via  Vikki  M.  Howard,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  3ohn  Berry, 
Barbara  Landis,  Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Glen  Welker, 
League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  Buffalo  Folks,  Hawaii  Nation  Info, 
A1  Swilling,  Peter  Webster  via  Ishgooda,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Dec  7 22:36:01  1999 
Date:  Tue,  7 Dec  1999  19:02:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.050 
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, , VOLUME  07,  ISSUE  050  0 o 0 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Flo-Chunk  big  bear's  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Mvskogee  big  winter  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Big  Mountain,  Minn-Ind,  AIMI, 
Amnesty,  Indianz,  Innu-L  & LPDC  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email 

http://www.charlotte.com/topnews/pub/indian.htm 
http : //home . att . net/~dovely/ 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/ 1203c ap. shtml 
http : //www . aimovement . org 

http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/ Foundation . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution.  Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 
http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 


be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Knowledge  is  of  the  past.  Wisdom  is  of  the  future." 

Vernon  Cooper,  Lumbee 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  i 

1 shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  half  side,  Danet,  and  I will  enjoy  part  of  our  celebration  of  the 
new  year  (solstice)  with  the  Native  prisoners  at  USP  Atlanta.  I can  tell 
you  we  will  be  remembering  the  youth  and  elders  and  sending  up  prayers 
for  better  times  coming. 

I ask  that  you  also  remember  the  youth  and  elders,  and  not  just  in 
thought.  Many  are  still  homeless  on  Pine  Ridge.  Go  drive  some  nails,  or 
help  pay  the  expenses  to  move  one  of  the  donated  mobile  homes  there.  Send 
support  to  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  who  has  given  so  freely  of  herself  for 
others,  for  help  with  her  failing  kidneys.  Go  spend  some  time  at  the 
nearest  Indian  Center  listening  to  someone  else,  cook  a pot  of  something 
notricious,  help  a mother  care  for  her  baby.  Write  to  a prisoner,  there 
are  addresses  each  week  in  the  'Native  Prisoner'  column.  Think  of  someone 
other  than  yourself. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

There  have  been  few  messages  with  contact  information  for  donations  to 
those  in  need  this  winter.  I have  been  heartened  to  learn  there  has  been 


some  generous  sharing  for  some  that  are  listed. 

It  is  not  important  whether  those  in  need  are  listed  here,  so  long  as 
those  who  need  help  receive  it.  The  list  is  maintained  each  year  and 
you  are  invited  to  contribute  to  it. 


Please  send  contact  information  for  donations  to  those  in  need  this  winter 
so  others  may  know  how  to  help.  Please  include  who  to  send  donations  to 
(include  name,  address,  phone  number),  what  sorts  of  donations  are  being 
accepted  (money,  food,  clothing,  etc),  and  a way  for  me  to  confirm  the 
contact  information  (this  does  not  have  to  be  published,  but  I will  not 
include  a listing  I cannot  validate),  and  any  time  limits. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes.... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more. 

( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible. 


Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Mobile  Homes  for  Pine  Ridge  Update 


Date:  Wed,  01  Dec  1999  07:37:45  -0500 

From:  leslie@neca.com 

Sub j : re  submission  update 


Dear  Gary, 

Thank  you  for  putting  the  price  update  in.  I decided  to  write  this  for 
your  use  whenever... 

What  is  happening  now,  with  reference  to  requests  for  and  delivery  of 
mobile  homes  is,  that  since  Pathways  doesnt  have  enough  funds  to  move 
every  donated  home,  residents  of  the  disaster  areas  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
reservation  fill  out  a simple  application  form  and  return  it  to  Pathways. 
The  form  asks  for  name  and  address  and  size  of  family.  ( to  match  up  the 
right  size  home).  If  they  can  pay  any  part  of  the  costs,  we  ask  them  to 
help.  Then,  in  the  order  of  application  received,  the  homes  are  taken  up 
when  funds  and  transportation  are  available.  Carmeen  has  at  least  25 
applications  now  received  and  waiting. . .with  calls  coming  everyday. . . 

The  way  it  works  is.  Pathways  gets  a call  to  come  look  at  some  homes. 
Upon  inspection,  some  are  too  trashed  to  be  of  any  use,  others  look  good 
enough  to  move.  So  each  home  has  to  be  looked  at  individually.  Some  have 
been  sitting  around  for  some  time,  others  are  newer.  Viewing  a home  (s) 
usually  takes  a day  or  the  better  part  of  it  with  travel,  then  release 
papers  have  to  be  signed  , and  trucking  arrangements  made. 

Many  of  these  homes  are  older,  like  from  the  70's,  so  some  things  don't 
work,  we  have  found  out.  The  roof  might  leak  here  or  there,  the  water 
heater  or  furnace  might  be  blown,  some  windows  may  need  replacing....;  the 
tires  sometimes  go  flat  while  being  transported.  It  costs  $60  per  tire  to 
repair  if  they  do.  The  pipes  have  to  be  filled  with  non-toxic  antifreeze 
which  is  another  added  expense.  Otherwise  they  could  freeze  in  transport. 

Two  homes  arrived  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  last  Tuesday,  the  trip 
was  delayed  by  weather  and  5 flat  tires,  however  they  have  been  installed. 
The  new  owners  have  to  provide  septic,  well  and  electric.  We  want  to  make 


it  clean  that  once  these  homes  are  received,  they  are  deeded  over  to  the 
owner  from  Pathways  To  Spirit. 

We  all  want  this  process  to  move  ahead  more  quickly,  but  we  realize  we 
must  be  patient.  It's  hard  to  think  of  those  in  need,  who  are  waiting  too. 
Now  with  the  weather  turning  colder,  we  are  concerned  that  transport  will 
be  more  difficult. 

Any  of  you  who  who  have  traveled  1-25  North  out  of  Colorado  into  Wyoming 
know  what  a wild  weather  area  that  is,  so  now  the  truckers  have  to  deal 
with  high  winds  and  ground  blizzards. 

We  expect  the  deliveries  to  continue  however,  and  will  do  everything  we 
can  to  fill  the  great  need.  We  again  ask  for  your  help.  If  you  live  in  the 
Denver  area  and  want  to  volunteer  to  look  at  some  of  these  homes,  please 
call  us;  ( 970-282-8573)  Please  take  a look  at  our  page  at 
http : www . pat hwaysto spirit . org 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 

"RE : Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  Calendar" 

Date:  Tue,  30  Nov  1999  18:00:48  -0700 
From:  gail  russell  <mtnlight@taosnet.com> 

Sub  j : Treasures  of  the  Lakota-AGP  Calendar 

Dear  Gary; 

I am  hoping  you  can  help  us  by  listing  our  Calendar-TREASURES  OF  THE  LAKOTA 
This  is  the  first  time  we  have  done  anything  like  this,  our  organization  is 
very  small,  but  suprisingly  effective. .and  marketing  skills  are  in  great 
demand  around  here. . 

I hope  that  you  will  help  us.. 

Best  Regards; 

Gail  Russell 

Director  Adopt  A Grandparent  Program 

Vincent  Brings  Plenty,  a 79  year  old  Lakota  Traditional  Dancer  from  Pine 
Ridge  is  featured  on  the  cover  of 

TREASURES  OF  THE  LAOKTA,  a fund  raising  calendar  for  The  Adopt  A 
Grandparent  Program. 

TREASURES  OF  THE  LAKOTA  -AGP  ELDERS  CALENDAR  2000  IS  READY  TO  ORDER: 

An  historical  Calendar  for  the  Millennium,  marking  the  people  and  families 
of  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  and  the  Elders  of  The  Adopt  A Grandparent 
Program.  The  Calendar  includes  color  photographs,  traditional  recipies  and 
Lakota  -English  glossary.  This  project  has  involved  the  participation  of 
the  elders,  and  is  their  contribution  to  help  sustain  the  program. 

The  Treasures  of  the  Lakota,  AGP  Elders 
Calender  2000,  is  a project  that  makes  use  of 

the  creative  talents  of  AGP  Director,  Photographer  Gail  Russell,  and 
Writer,  Artist  & AGP  Advisory  Board  Member,  Barbara  Whitestone. 

A full  color  8.5"xll"  wall  calender.  All  the  paper  has  been  donated  by  the 
Monadnock  Paper  Mills  , Bennington,  NH.  And  is  offered  for  sale  as  a 
fundraiser  to  benefit  AGP  Elders  Emergency  Fund  and 
the  AGP  Program, 
priced  at  $12.95  each, 

wholesale  orders  invited,  minimum  wholesale  order-25  calendars 

Order  form  may  be  downloaded  from  our  Web  Site-  www.adoptagrandparent.com 
email : adoptagrandparent@taosnet . com. 

The  Adopt  a Grandparent  Program  is  a non  profit  humanitarian  organization 
serving  Elders  and  thier  families  in  need  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  for  the 
past  twelve  years. 

We  coordinate  people  from  all  over  the  country  in  sending  emergency  gift 
certificates  for  food,  electricity,  propane  and  wood  and  material  donations 
of  blankets,  warm  clothing,  household  items  and  quilting  materials  to 
Elders  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 


Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  P.O.Box  241  Taos,  NM  87571  800-291-8474 


orders  in  the  office  by  December  12th  will  be  delivered  before  Christmas 

- "RE:  Treasury  Shreds  Indian-Trust  Documents"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Dec  1999  21:20:00  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Treasury  shreds  trust  documents 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Bill  Shumaker  <Bill.Shumaker@Disciples.Com> 

Todays  news--  Is  anyone  surprised? 

TREASURY  SHREDDED  INDIAN-TRUST  DOCUMENTS 
By  Jerry  Seper  THE  WASHINGTON  TIMES 

Treasury  Department  officials  shredded  162  boxes  of  documents  being 
sought  in  a lawsuit  involving  the  mismanagement  of  Indian  trust  funds, 
covered  up  their  actions  for  more  than  three  months  and  lied  to  a federal 
court  about  it,  court  records  show. 

The  document  destruction  was  outlined  in  a report  by  court-appointed 
investigator  Alan  Balaran,  released  yesterday  by  U.S.  District  Judge 
Royce  Lamberth  --  who  four  months  ago  ordered  the  government  to  pay  $625, 
000  for  the  earlier  "disobedience"  of  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
and  then-Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin  in  withholding  records  in  the 
case. 

"This  is  a system  clearly  out  of  control,"  Mr.  Balaran  said  in  the 
report . 

Justice  Department  lawyers,  citing  potential  "severe  and  unfair  damage" 
to  the  reputations  of  seven  Treasury  Department  lawyers  questioned  in 
the  shredding  probe  and  the  possibility  of  "eroding  confidence"  in  the 
agencies  involved,  asked  Dudge  Lamberth  Friday  to  delay  releasing  the 
report.  The  judge  denied  the  motion. 

"It  has  already  been  almost  seven  months  since  this  matter  was  brought 
to  the  court's  attention.  The  court  is  unwilling  to  allow  additional 
weeks  --  or  months  --  to  go  by  before  this  matter  is  placed  on  the  public 
record,"  Dudge  Lamberth  wrote. 

The  judge  said  in  his  five-page  order  making  the  Balaran  report  public 
the  document  destruction  was  authorized  "on  the  very  same  day"  Treasury 
officials  were  testifying  before  the  court  about  their  negligence  in 
allowing  the  destruction  of  voluminous  microfilm  files  that  should  have 
been  preserved. 

He  also  said  that  on  that  same  day  --  Nov.  23,  1998  --  Treasury  and 
Justice  Department  lawyers  were  "repeatedly  assuring  the  court  that  all 
necessary  steps  were  being  taken  to  preserve  all  relevant  documents." 

"Rather  than  coming  forward  at  that  time  and  making  the  necessary 
admissions,  the  Treasury  officials  deliberately  decided  not  to  tell 
Justice  Department  officials  about  the  destruction,  arrogating  totally  to 
themselves  the  decision  that  the  documents  were  not  related  to  this 
litigation,  a decision  that  everyone  involved  now  admits  was  wrong,"  the 
judge  wrote. 

Attorneys  for  the  Indians  told  reporters  yesterday  the  government's 
actions  reflected  a continuing  pattern  of  "obfuscation,  stonewalling  and 
delay. " 

"It  is  clear  from  this  latest  event  and  the  history  of  the  case  that  the 
government  continues  to  not  take  this  case  seriously,  and  that  includes  a 
lot  of  their  employees  across  this  agency,"  said  John  Echohawk,  executive 
director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

In  a joint  statement,  the  Treasury  and  Justice  departments  said  they 
would  "respond  to  the  court  as  appropriate. " The  statement  also  said  the 
departments  were  "disappointed"  in  some  conclusions  in  the  Balaran  report, 
but  was  committed  to  "cooperating  with  the  court  to  resolve  all  issues 
fully  and  fairly." 

"In  fairness  to  all  concerned,  we  caution  against  drawing  conclusions 
prematurely,"  the  statement  said. 

The  document  destruction  occurred  at  a Suitland,  Md.,  warehouse  between 


Nov.  23,  1998,  and  Dan.  27. 

In  February,  Dudge  Lamberth  held  Mr.  Babbitt  and  Mr.  Rubin  in  contempt 
of  court  for  failing  to  turn  over  Indian  trust  records  in  the  pending  suit 
He  issued  the  contempt  citations  after  Mr.  Babbitt  and  Mr.  Rubin  refused 
to  produce  trust  fund  records,  canceled  checks  and  other  documents 
demanded  by  the  court. 

The  judge  said  he  found  "clear  and  convincing  evidence"  that  Mr.  Babbitt 
and  Mr.  Rubin  disobeyed  his  order,  although  he  noted  that  Mr.  Rubin's 
involvement  came  because  he  "totally  delegated  his  responsibility  to 
others  and  they  have  miserably  failed  to  comply  with  this  court's  orders." 

Mr.  Babbitt  and  Mr.  Rubin  were  among  those  named  in  the  class-action 
suit,  filed  when  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  --  representing  various 
tribes  --  accused  the  Interior's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  of  mismanagement 

Dudge  Lamberth  had  sought  the  records  and  other  materials  involving  more 
than  300,000  individual  accounts  and  2,000  tribal  accounts  managed  by  the 
Interior  and  Treasury  departments.  The  departments  manage  money  from, 
among  other  sources,  land  settlements,  royalties  from  minerals  and  other 
resources,  and  companies  that  use  Indian  land. 

Interior  and  Treasury  officials  have  been  unable  to  produce  accounting 
records  or  statements  to  verify  how  much  cash  has  been  collected.  An  audit 
by  the  Arthur  Andersen  accounting  firm  said  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
could  not  account  for  $2.4  billion  in  transactions  involving  the  funds. 

The  suit  seeks  damages  for  the  lost  money. 

Dudge  Lamberth  first  ordered  the  departments  to  turn  over  all  documents 
in  the  case  to  allow  attorneys  for  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  to 
prepare  for  trial.  The  departments  never  complied,  giving  the  judge  a 
number  of  reasons  for  the  delay  --  including  an  Interior  Department  claim 
that  some  of  the  records  have  been  so  tainted  by  rodent  droppings  in  a New 

Mexico  warehouse  that  to  disturb  them  would  put  department  officials  at  a 

health  risk. 

Treasury  lawyers  waited  more  than  three  months  after  the  contempt 
citations  before  they  notified  Dudge  Lamberth  the  162  boxes  had  been 
shredded.  Government  lawyers  have  since  acknowledged  that  statements  made 
to  the  judge  about  the  documents  were  "patently  untrue,"  Mr.  Balaran  said 
in  his  report. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  last  month  they  would  seek  another  contempt 
citation  after  Mr.  Balaran  discovered  records  concerning  the  case  in  a 
shed  with  used  tires  and  other  debris  on  a North  Dakota  reservation. 

Dudge  Lamberth  said  he  would  take  no  action  on  the  Balaran  report  until 

all  objections  are  reviewed.  Each  side  now  has  10  days  to  respond  to  the 
findings . 
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GUEST  OPINION 

Little  Bighorn  memorial  offends  some  native  peoples 
By  RON  FIRE  CROW  and  RUSSELL  BROOKS 

Another  travesty  in  American  history  toward  Native  people  is  about  to 
occur  unless  we  do  something  to  change  it  by  speaking  out.  We  need  to 
speak  to  each  other  to  unify  and  create  a Native  consensus  that  will 
change  the  proposed  memorial  at  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield. 

This  memorial  was  created  out  of  a process  that  does  not  serve  Native 
interest.  The  process  itself  to  this  point  has  functioned  under  the  guise 
of  equity  and  fairness.  However,  the  reality  we  face  as  Native  people  is 
the  current  proposal  for  the  memorial  is  in  no  way  connected  to  the 
teachings,  concepts  or  beliefs  that  are  central  to  the  Native  way  of  life. 


Honoring  ancestors 

The  purpose  for  this  memorial  is  to  honor  and  remember  the  ancestors 
and  the  reasons  they  fought  and  sacrificed  their  lives  at  this  battlefield. 
The  allied  tribes  gathered  at  that  time  to  renew  their  ceremonies  and  to 
strengthen  their  family  ties.  Protecting  Native  land  and  way  of  life  is 
still  the  center  of  Native  interest. 

The  theme  of  this  memorial  is  "Peace  Through  Unity"  and  this  will  be 
accomplished  by  allowing  Native  peoples  to  have  the  same  freedom  and 
opportunity  to  create  a memorial  that  honors  our  own,  just  as  other 
Americans  have  honored  theirs.  What  should  concern  us  all  as  Native  people 
is  that  years  from  now,  people  who  visit  this  site  will  think  and  believe 
that  a "Spirit  Gate"  and  a "Weeping  Wound"  are  a part  of  our  culture  or 
are  in  some  way  connected  to  our  traditional  concepts  and  teachings. 

There  is  nothing  within  the  current  design  that  we  can  identify  with  or 
approve  as  being  Native  in  origin. 

We  need  to  affirm  within  ourselves  the  fact  that  a memorial  is  what 
bonds  us  to  our  people  and  our  history.  This  history  should  be  told 
correctly.  It  should  also  teach  us  about  the  continual  struggle  to 
maintain  our  way  of  life  that  is  at  the  heart  of  our  identity  as  Native 
people.  The  real  tragedy  of  the  matter  is  the  current  design  will  speak 
nothing  to  our  children  and  the  generations  to  come.  It  will  teach  them 
nothing  of  who  they  are  as  Native  people  or  where  they  come  from. 

The  fact  that  the  proposed  memorial  is  to  be  reconciliatory  in  nature 
towards  the  present  cavalry  memorial  is  another  fallacy. 

This  belittles  the  whole  cause  of  why  the  warriors  defended  and  fought 
that  day  to  protect  family,  livelihood  and  homeland.  The  Indian  memorial 
should  be  an  entity  within  and  of  itself.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
cavalry  memorial. 

We  have  this  opportunity  today  to  create  a memorial  that  reflects  a true 
representation  of  our  origins  along  with  the  values  and  identity  our 
ancestors  Fought  to  preserve.  We  also  can  use  this  as  a way  of  educating 
other  people  about  the  true  nature  of  our  being  as  indigenous  people.  The 
purpose  of  this  document  is  not  to  divide  anyone  but  to  unify  Native 
people  in  empowering  ourselves  to  create  our  own  memorial  instead  of 
having  other  people  create  one  for  us.  By  creating  a new  memorial  design, 
we  as  Native  people  can  define  ourselves  for  others  rather  than  having 
others  define  us  and  our  ancestors. 

The  true  purpose 

In  order  to  serve  the  true  purpose  and  full  relevancy  of  the  Indian 
memorial,  the  memorial  must  be  created  by  Native  people  to  include  Native 
concepts  and  perspectives.  Through  choosing  Native  artists  and  including 
Native  funding,  we  can  uphold  our  integrity  and  identity.  This  will 
empower  us  to  teach  through  our  struggle  the  reality  of  what  happened 
there,  and  our  hope  for  the  future. 

We  then  will  truly  begin  to  share  a genuine  understanding  of  what  this 
place  and  time  means  to  us  and  what  it  will  always  mean  to  us. 

We  need  to  look  each  other  in  the  eye  as  Native  people  and  be  honest. 

The  present  design  and  concept  is  not  our  memorial,  a memorial  created  by 
Native  people  for  Native  people.  It  is  time  we  stand  up  and  unite  to 
protect  our  identity  and  independence  in  the  same  spirit  of  the  ancestors 
that  fought  here  at  this  place  123  years  ago. 

Ron  Fire  Crow,  Northern  Cheyenne/Oglala  Lakota, 

and  Russell  Brooks,  Southern  Cheyenne/Cherokee,  are  both  of  Billings. 
Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette,  a division  of  Lee  Enterprises. 
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Mankiller  pushes  tribe  to  be  politically  active 
By  S.E.  RUCKMAN 
c.  Tulsa  World 
11/20/99 

The  former  Cherokee  chief  urges  Indian  nations  not  to  stray  from  tribal 
identities.  Mainstream  political  activism  is  the  way  to  further  American 
Indian  identity  in  the  next  century,  former  Cherokee  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller 
said  Friday.  If  I were  20  years  younger  and  in  better  health,  I would  run 
for  Congress  myself,"  she  said.  "We  have  to  do  more  than  talk  about  it.  We 
have  to  do  it." 

Mankiller,  keynote  speaker  at  a Tulsa  County  Department  of  Human 
Services  Native  American  Heritage  Week  program,  recently  revealed  that  she 
had  been  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer.  She  once  before  was  successfully 
treated  for  cancer. 

She  urged  Indian  nations  to  keep  strong  ideas  and  opinions  concerning 
their  sovereign  rights  but  not  to  stray  too  far  from  their  tribal  identity 
[ 240]  both  individually  and  collectively. 

"Some  people  will  say  it's  language,  or  medicine  or  ceremonies,  but  I 
think  it's  a sense  of  ourselves  that  is  most  important,"  she  said.  "What 
good  is  it  to  speak  Cherokee  and  not  have  the  values?" 

She  said  the  strongest  ideas  in  Indian  governments  were  in  programs  that 
involved  the  collective  tribal  good.  The  former  chief  recapped  programs 
she  started  in  Cherokee  districts  when  she  moved  back  to  Oklahoma  after 
living  in  California. 

"I  took  that  idea,  and  I developed  programs  based  on  that  concept.  It's 
doing  things  the  old  way,  our  tribal  way  that  works  best,"  she  said. 

Mere  existence  is  a revolutionary  act  for  an  American  Indian,  she  said. 

"The  most  powerful  country  in  the  world  had  a policy  at  one  time  to  wipe 
off  us  the  face  of  the  Earth,"  she  said.  "With  boarding  schools  and 
relocation  policies,  it's  an  absolute  miracle  we  still  have  this." 

She  exhorted  tribes  to  be  responsible  for  their  existence  and  solve 
their  own  problems. 

"I  want  people  to  know  that  we  have  already  given  too  much  of  our 
private  resources,  identity  and  our  land,  and  I want  to  say  we  are  not 
giving  up  one  more  inch." 

Mankiller  became  chief  in  1985  and  served  for  10  years. 
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Hike  in  Spending  for  Tribal  Programs  May  Mark  Turning  Point 
c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
November  20,  1999 

WASHINGTON  --  American  Indian  programs  in  the  Interior  Department  will 
get  a 10  percent  increase  in  funding  under  a spending  bill  approved  Friday 
by  the  Senate,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  head  Kevin  Gover  said. 

The  increase  includes  a $20  million  hike  in  funding  for  reservation 
police  and  a $46  million  increase  in  the  budget  for  construction  of 


schools  and  other  buildings. 

"It's  a budget  that  hopefully  marks  a real  turning  point/'  Gover  said 
Friday.  "The  needs  in  Indian  Country  are  so  great  that  a 10  percent 
increase  is  not  going  to  turn  things  around,  but  it's  a start." 

The  large  increase  is  a departure  from  recent  years,  when  Congress  cut 
the  agency's  budget  or  provided  only  modest  increases. 

Gover  said  the  agency's  efforts  to  improve  its  image  in  Congress  are 
working.  The  BIA  has  long  been  regarded  by  both  Congress  and  Indians  as 
poorly  managed  and  inefficient. 

"We're  beginning  to  reestablish  the  credibility  of  the  agency  in  terms 
of  management  style,  management  structure,"  Gover  said.  "The  Congress  is 
getting  more  comfortable  about  giving  the  BIA  money." 

The  spending  measure  includes  funding  to  build  three  new  schools:  Seba 
Dalkai  and  Shiprock  on  the  Navajo  reservation  and  one  on  the  Fond  du  Lac 
Chippewa  reservation  in  Minnesota,  Gover  said.  A years-long  backlog  in 
maintenance  and  construction  funding  means  that  60  BIA  schools  need  to  be 
replaced,  Gover  said. 

This  year's  increase  for  reservation  police,  coupled  with  past  increases, 
, have  dramatically  expanded  law  enforcement  in  Indian  Country,  Gover  said. 
Many  reservations  have  been  plagued  by  rising  crime  rates,  particularly 
offenses  related  to  gangs  and  juvenile  criminals. 

"Including  what  the  Justice  Department  is  doing,  we've  really  more  than 
doubled  the  law  enforcement  presence  on  reservations  in  two  years,"  Gover 
said . 
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Indians'  Lawyers  Will  Seek  Contempt 

By  MATT  KELLEY 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

11/19/99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - The  discovery  of  records  piled  in  a "garbage  heap"  on  a 
North  Dakota  reservation  prompted  a lawyer  for  some  American  Indians  to 
say  Friday  he  would  ask  a federal  judge  to  hold  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt  in  contempt  again. 

The  lawyers  for  the  Indians  contended  the  Interior  Department  and  its 
lawyers  cannot  be  trusted  to  maintain  and  turn  over  documents.  The  Indians 
are  suing  over  mismanagement  of  thousands  of  accounts  that  they  say  have 
cost  them  billions  of  dollars.  Both  sides  agree  the  accounts  were 
mismanaged . 

"We  seem  to  be  in  the  same  situation  as  before,  where  the  orders  of  this 
court  are  not  being  complied  with,"  Dennis  Gingold  told  U.S.  District 
Judge  Royce  Lamberth  at  a previously  scheduled  hearing  in  the  lawsuit. 

"They  have  a new  team  of  lawyers,  but  nothing's  changed." 

In  February,  Lamberth  held  Babbitt  and  two  other  officials  in  contempt 
for  failing  to  turn  over  documents  in  the  case. 

On  Nov.  1,  court-appointed  watchdog  Alan  Balaran  said  he  found  piles  of 
account  documents  "in  deplorable  condition  amidst  gasoline  canisters, 
tires,  machinery  and  other  debris"  in  a shed  on  the  Spirit  Lake  Sioux 
reservation  in  North  Dakota. 

Balaran 's  Nov.  12  report  to  Lamberth  condemned  what  he  called  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs'  "callous  disregard  for  these  records"  and  its 
"duplicitous  denial"  that  the  documents  were  in  the  shed  near  the 
reservation's  BIA  office.  Balaran  said  a BIA  supervisor  had  insisted  all 
records  were  in  the  main  office,  but  a secretary  told  the  investigator 
about  the  shed. 

Justice  Department  lawyer  Phillip  Brooks,  representing  the  Interior 


Department,  bristled  at  Gingold's  remarks,  saying,  "I'm  tired  of  being 
disparaged....  I don't  know  what  to  say,  other  than:  Bring  it  on." 

Gingold  later  said  he  took  that  as  a challenge  and  will  ask  Lamberth  to 
hold  Babbitt  and  BIA  head  Kevin  Gover  in  contempt  again  "as  soon  as 
possible . " 

Brooks  and  fellow  Justice  Department  lawyer  Charles  Findlay  said  BIA 
officials  had  ordered  the  records  removed  from  the  shed.  They  said  no 
documents  were  lost. 

The  lawsuit  involves  more  than  300,000  accounts,  worth  more  than  $500 
million,  for  individual  Indians. 
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Justice  Dept,  seeks  to  delay  report  on  possible  cover-up  in  Native- 
American  rights  case 

By  JAMES  WARREN  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE 

WASHINGTON  --  The  Justice  Department  is  asking  a judge  to  delay  release 
of  a report  on  a possible  government  cover-up  of  destroyed  evidence  in  a 
major  Native-American  rights  case,  claiming  it  could  "erode  confidence"  in 
several  agencies  and  cause  "severe  damage"  to  the  reputations  of  seven 
Treasury  Department  officials. 

The  unusual  filing  came  late  Friday  and  seeks  to  temporarily  block  a 
special  master's  report  requested  by  U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth, 
who  oversees  a case  that  could  force  the  government  to  pay  hundreds  of 
millions,  even  billions,  of  dollars  to  Native-Americans . 

The  case  involves  trust  accounts  set  up  by  the  government  in  the  1880s  to 
compensate  Indians  for  the  use  of  their  land,  which  the  government  leased 
to  oil,  timber  and  other  companies  for  a fee.  The  government  was  breaking 
up  reservations,  giving  individual  Indians  80  to  160  acres  each  but  not 
trusting  them  to  handle  their  own  financial  affairs. 

It  thus  became  trustee  of  the  lands,  with  the  lease  money  going  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  was  obligated  to  send  money  back  on  a regular 
basis  to  individuals  and  tribes. 

There  are  thought  to  be  about  300,000  accounts  and  about  $300  million  a 
year  paid  to  the  Bureau  of  Indians  Affairs  for  leases  on  individual 
Indians'  land.  But  though  there  was  no  competitive  bidding  on  the  leases, 
and  they  have  probably  brought  in  only  a fraction  of  their  real  worth,  the 
fact  that  nobody  is  quite  sure  is  one  of  several  issues  critical  to  the 
current  litigation. 

The  government  has  admitted  major  problems  with  the  accounts,  including 
the  lack  of  an  accounts-receivable  system.  It  also  has  lost  track  of  at 
least  40,000  Indians  owed  Treasury  Department  checks  but  whose  addresses 
can't  be  found.  Large  troves  of  documents  have  been  lost  in  fires,  floods 
--  even  in  an  abandoned  salt  mine. 

Those  admissions,  and  others,  led  Lamberth  to  hold  both  Interior  Sec. 
Bruce  Babbitt  and  then  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  for 
delays  in  producing  documents.  During  a subsequent  trial  on  the  substance 
of  the  dispute,  Lamberth  left  the  impression  he  might  rule  against  the 
government  unless  a settlement  could  be  reached,  and  has  appointed  a law 
professor  to  try  to  mediate  an  agreement. 

Earlier,  he  picked  another  lawyer  to  serve  as  special  master  to  look  into 
the  government's  admitted  destruction  of  162  boxes  of  documents  at  a 
Suitland,  Md.,  warehouse  between  Nov.  23,  1998,  and  Jan.  27,  1999. 

The  destruction  apparently  was  part  of  a housecleaning.  When  a Treasury 
official  realized  some  of  the  documents  were  potentially  related  to  the 
case,  she  ordered  the  destruction  stopped.  While  the  judge  was  at  that 
time  considering  his  ruling  in  the  just-concluded  Babbitt-Rubin  contempt 
hearing,  he  was  not  told  about  the  destruction  until  May. 


With  the  special  master's  report  finished  and  expected  to  be  released  as 
early  as  Monday,  the  government  went  back  to  court  Friday  and  said  it 
deserved  a chance  to  respond  before  release.  The  fact  that  it  filed  the 
request  suggested  the  report's  findings  would  be  embarrassing. 

"The  public  dissemination  of  findings  later  found  erroneous  or  in  need  of 
modification  might  unnecessarily  erode  confidence  both  in  the  involved 
federal  agencies  and  in  the  investigation  conducted  by  the  Special  Master," 
it  told  Lamberth. 

Further,  it  noted  that  the  special  master,  Alan  Balaran,  has  deposed  seven 
Treasury  Department  officials,  all  attorneys  with  "distinguished  careers," 
during  his  investigation.  "Public  dissemination  of  the  Special  Master's 
report  before  their  objections  are  considered  by  the  court  could  result  in 
severe  and  unfair  damage  to  their  professional  reputations." 

A source  close  to  the  plaintiffs  said  Sunday  that  they  were  surprised  at 
the  government  filing  and  were  contemplating  filing  their  own  response, 
but  expected  the  judge  to  release  the  report  as  early  as  Monday. 

(c)  1999,  Chicago  Tribune. 
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N.M.  County  Is  Flungriest  in  America 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  PAULINE  ARRILLAGA 
11/22/99 

ZUNI  PUEBLO,  N.M.  (AP)  - Social  worker  Olivia  Nastacio  drives  the  back 
streets  of  the  Zuni  Indian  Pueblo,  past  a jumble  of  traditional  adobe  and 
unhomely  cement,  pointing  out  desperate  lives. 

In  one  cement  house  lives  a family  of  26.  Flalf  receive  food  stamps,  half 
government  commodities  - lard,  cheese,  powdered  milk,  canned  food,  chicken. 
Still,  Ms.  Nastacio  says,  they  don't  have  enough  food. 

Down  the  road,  a woman  has  been  left  to  care  for  her  four  grandchildren 
after  their  alcoholic  mother  ran  off.  One  day  Ms.  Nastacio  dropped  by  and 
learned  the  woman's  Social  Security  check  had  been  stolen  and  the  cupboards 
were  bare.  She  had  no  food  - nothing.  Dust  a can  of  commodity  lard. 

In  a country  experiencing  its  longest  economic  boom  in  peacetime  history, 
McKinley  County,  N.M.,  is  still  a portrait  of  despair. 

Last  month,  a U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  study  found  that  10  million 
families,  or  9.7  percent  of  U.S.  households,  didn't  get  enough  to  eat  in 
1996-98.  New  Mexico  topped  the  list,  with  15.1  percent  of  its  households, 
or  101,000  families,  experiencing  food  insecurity. 

If  Americans  knew  the  extent  of  hunger  in  this  country,  they  would  be 
shocked,  says  Deborah  Leff,  president  of  America's  Second  Flarvest,  which 
distributes  meals  to  189  food  banks  nationwide.  They  don't  believe  that 
in  a country  so  rich  so  many  people  can  be  suffering. 

Lying  in  the  hills  and  red  rock  buttes  of  northwestern  New  Mexico, 

McKinley  County  is  in  the  heart  of  Indian  country,  encompassing  a chunk  of 
the  Navajo  reservation  as  well  as  the  Zuni  and  Ramah  Navajo  reservations . 

Indians  make  up  72  percent  of  the  county's  67,558  people  and  are  primarily 
self-employed,  making  jewelry,  rugs  and  pottery.  It  is  an  economy  rooted  in 
tradition  but  cursed  by  poverty. 

With  a per  capita  income  of  $11,869,  the  county  is  one  of  New  Mexico's 
poorest.  The  1998  unemployment  rate  of  8.2  percent  was  almost  double  last 
year's  national  rate,  and  22.5  percent  of  its  population  - 15,193  people  - 


are  on  food  stamps , the  highest  proportion  in  the  state. 

There  are  a lot  of  economically  marginalized  people  in  that  region: 

Native  Americans  on  reservations,  a lot  of  immigrants,  a higher  population 
of  elderly,  Ms.  Leff  says. 

It's  a typical  weekday  afternoon  at  the  New  Mexico  Human  Services 
Department  in  Gallup,  the  McKinley  County  seat.  The  lobby  is  packed  with 
women  filling  out  paperwork  while  their  babies  crawl  on  the  cold  tile. 

Diana  Spencer,  a Navajo,  sits  off  to  one  side,  her  1-year-old  son,  Belson, 
cooing  in  her  lap.  The  28-year-old  mother  of  three  is  applying  for  food 
stamps  for  the  second  time.  I didn't  want  to  come  in,  but  my  mom  made 
me,  she  says,  a look  of  shame  clouding  her  brown  eyes. 

Four  years  ago  she  and  her  husband  were  laid  off  from  a jewelry  store. 

She  found  a sales  job  paying  $700  a month,  but  her  husband,  a stonecutter, 
is  still  looking  for  work. 

With  $171  a month  in  food  stamps,  Mrs.  Spencer  can  provide  three  small 
meals  a day  for  her  family.  Without  it,  she  and  her  husband  skip  meals,  and 
her  children  eat  only  potatoes  and  tortillas. 

We  try  to  work,  but  it  doesn't  cover  everything,  she  explains.  At 
least  now  we  get  a complete  meal,  with  meat  and  vegetables. 

Some  trace  the  predicament  to  the  collapse  of  traditional  farming,  and 
are  trying  to  reverse  it  by  going  back  to  the  land. 

This  summer  50  families  on  the  Tohono  O'odham  Indian  Reservation  in 
Arizona's  Sonoran  Desert  cultivated  gardens  as  part  of  a program  sponsored 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Volunteers  helped  them  plant  gardens  using  seeds  for  traditional  foods 
such  as  corn,  squash  and  tepary  beans,  a heat-tolerant  crop  that  can  help 
regulate  blood  sugar  and  combat  high  levels  of  diabetes  in  the  Indian 
population.  They  provided  tools  and  fencing,  plus  help  for  elderly 
gardeners . 

Some  people  say,  'Isn't  this  just  nostalgic?'  It's  literally  a matter 
of  physical  and  cultural  survival,  says  Tristan  Reader,  co-director  of 
Tohono  O'odham  Community  Action,  which  won  an  $80,000  USDA  grant  for  the 
project . 

But  it  is  only  a humble  beginning.  Two-thirds  of  the  reservation's  18,000 
people  depend  on  commodities  and  food  stamps,  and  more  than  half  of  the 
tribe's  adults  have  diabetes. 

Back  in  New  Mexico,  the  Na'nizhoozhi  Center,  an  alcoholic  treatment 
facility,  is  one  of  Gallup's  most  popular  lunchtime  spots,  serving  up  to 
14,000  free  meals  a month. 

In  the  crowded  cafeteria,  38-year-old  Marvin,  a homeless  Navajo  and  a 
center  regular,  scoops  beef  stroganoff  and  green  beans  from  a tray  and 
outlines  his  other  eating  options. 

Wendy's  has  all-you-can-eat  beans  for  $1.05,  so  I eat  as  much  beans  as 

I can,  he  says,  pausing  for  a gulp  of  black  coffee.  Sometimes  I will 

Dumpster-dive  at  Church's.  I get  all  the  munchies  I can. 

At  Pizza  Hut,  he  tells  them  he's  broke  and  passing  through  town.  They 
give  him  a free  pie. 

At  McDonald's,  he  finds  a used  cup  and  helps  himself  to  coffee.  At  closing 
time,  he  might  snag  an  unsold  Big  Mac  or  two. 

Sometimes  I drink  so  much  that  I don't  feel  hungry,  says  Marvin  (the 
center  asked  that  his  surname  not  be  published).  But  I appreciate  this 
place.  If  it  wasn't  for  this  place,  I'd  probably  be  dead. 

Rose  Johnson  is  on  her  way  home  after  another  day  at  Gallup's  Frances 

Adult  Care  center.  As  she  rides  along  in  the  company  van,  she  clutches  a 
plastic  bag  to  her  chest.  Inside  is  a sandwich  - she's  not  sure  what  kind. 
It's  probably  the  only  dinner  she'll  eat  on  this  night. 

Ms.  Johnson,  35,  is  a blind  diabetic  who  lives  with  her  sister  and  five 
nieces  and  nephews  in  a two-room  house  on  the  Navajo  Reservation.  In  one 
room  are  three  mattresses  stacked  on  cinderblocks . The  other  has  a wood- 
burning  stove,  a barrel  filled  with  drinking  water  and  a refrigerator 
holding  a block  of  Cheddar  cheese,  a few  cans  of  grapefruit  juice,  and 
nothing  else. 

Ms.  Johnson  receives  $500  a month  in  federal  assistance  but  it  goes  to 
her  sister,  who  cooks  for  her  some  nights.  There's  only  one  thing  we 
have  - potatoes,  Ms.  Johnson  grumbles. 


During  the  week  she  eats  breakfast  and  lunch  at  the  Frances  center.  On 
the  weekends  we  don't  know  what  happens,  says  Frances  executive  director 
Allan  Crane.  Some  of  them  would  go  hungry.  A lot  of  them  would. 

In  the  Zuni  Pueblo,  coordinators  of  the  Women,  Infants  and  Children  food 
program  rattle  off  statistics:  1,000  of  the  reservation's  10,000  residents 
receive  food  vouchers  from  WIC;  1,693  receive  commodities;  all  1,932 
schoolchildren  are  eligible  for  free  breakfasts  and  lunches. 

They  know  that  with  so  many  services  available,  some  people  can't 
understand  why  any  American  still  goes  hungry.  To  these  skeptics,  dietitian 
Alice  Dones  issues  a challenge:  Come  visit. 

— "RE:  Navajos  In  Contempt  of  Court"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  09:09:41  -0800 
From:  "Dovely"  <dovely@att.net> 

Subj : got  it . . . 

Robert 

The  site  is  having  some  problems  but  I managed  to  copy  it. 

Dovely 

http : //home . att . net/~dovely/ 

"Dust  because  you're  lost,  it  doesn't  mean  your  compass  is  broken" 
from  "The  Edge" 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Lawyers:  Navajos  In  Contempt  of  Court 
Thursday,  December  2,  1999 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  A St . Louis  coal  company  asked  a federal  judge  Wednesday  to 
hold  the  country's  largest  American  Indian  tribe  in  contempt  of  court  for 
using  a company  memo  in  a $600  million  lawsuit. 

A contempt  ruling  would  help  Peabody  Coal  Co.  fight  the  Navajo  Nation's 
lawsuit  over  a lucrative  coal  royalty  plan,  company  lawyer  Peter  Buscemi 
said . 

The  lawsuit  in  U.S.  District  Court  accuses  Peabody  of  using  secret 
contacts  with  Interior  Department  officials  to  block  the  tribe's  royalty 
plan.  The  tribe  is  asking  for  more  than  $600  million  in  damages. 

A Duly  1985  memo  between  Peabody  lawyers  discusses  the  company's  efforts 
to  influence  then-interior  Secretary  Donald  Hodel.  The  memo  says  Peabody 
lawyers  "in  large  part"  wrote  the  order  Hodel  gave  that  blocked  the 
royalty  plan  the  Navajos  wanted. 

The  tribe  obtained  a copy  of  the  memo  during  a separate  lawsuit  over  the 
royalty  issue  against  the  federal  government.  Dacob  Stein,  a lawyer  for 
the  Navajos,  acknowledged  Wednesday  that  the  tribe  used  that  memo  in 
developing  its  lawsuit  against  Peabody. 

Buscemi  said  the  memo  was  covered  by  a 1996  confidentiality  order  in  the 
claims  court  case  and  should  not  have  been  used. 

Although  Buscemi  said  copies  of  the  memo  were  under  seal  in  the  claims 
court,  its  full  text  is  included  in  a December  1997  filing  in  the  case 
that  is  public  record. 

Buscemi  told  Baskir  that  the  Navajo  Nation  and  a lawyer  for  the  tribe, 
Paul  Frye,  should  be  held  in  contempt  of  court  and  barred  from  using  the 
memo  for  any  purpose,  including  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  lawsuit. 

"It  is  not  up  to  litigants  to  decide  whether  to  obey  orders  of  the  court, 
" Buscemi  said. 

Stein  said  the  confidentiality  order  did  not  cover  the  memo.  The  order 
was  meant  to  keep  Peabody's  financial  information  and  trade  secrets 
confidential,  not  documents  such  as  the  Duly  1985  memo,  Stein  said. 

Baskir  did  not  indicate  when  he  would  rule  on  the  contempt  issue. 

The  memo  discusses  Peabody's  decision  to  hire  Stan  Hulett,  a friend  of 
Hodel,  to  press  Peabody's  case  with  the  Interior  Department.  Peabody  was 
trying  to  get  the  department  to  block  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  ruling 
that  would  have  given  the  Navajo  Nation  a 20  percent  royalty  on  coal  from 
its  reservation. 

At  the  time,  Peabody  was  paying  the  Navajos  37.5  cents  per  ton  for  coal 
from  its  two  mines  on  the  reservation  in  Arizona  --  about  a 2 percent 


royalty.  The  tribe,  not  knowing  how  or  why  the  20  percent  royalty  was 
blocked,  later  agreed  to  a 12.5  percent  royalty. 

Hodel  ordered  a subordinate  to  block  the  20  percent  royalty  ruling  days 
after  meeting  with  Hulett  and  using  language  provided  by  Peabody,  the  memo 
says . 

The  Navajo  Nation's  lawsuit  says  Hulett ' s intervention  was  illegal  and 
cost  the  tribe  millions  of  dollars.  Peabody  spokesman  Vic  Svec  has  said 
the  company  was  merely  lobbying  the  government  and  did  nothing  wrong. 

Hodel  has  said  he  does  not  recall  meeting  with  Hulett  on  the  Navajo 
royalty  case. 

c. Copyright  1999,  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights  crisis 
in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : Idaho  Tribes  Want  End  to  State  Oversight"  
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Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Tribes  want  end  to  state  oversight 
Betsy  Z.  Russell  - Staff  writer 

Idaho  took  jurisdiction  over  the  state's  five  recognized  Indian  tribes 
for  certain  functions  back  in  1963,  at  the  tail  end  of  a since-abandoned 
national  movement  to  terminate  tribes. 

Now,  one  southern  Idaho  tribe  wants  those  responsibilities  back  through 
a process  called  "retrocession,"  and  North  Idaho  tribes  also  are  mulling 
the  move. 

Former  Idaho  Attorney  General  Larry  EchoHawk  said  Idaho's  state 
Constitution  makes  it  clear  that  the  state  doesn't  have  jurisdiction  over 
tribes,  so  the  1960s  move  into  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  over  tribes 
may  never  have  been  constitutional. 

"I  can  see  a lawsuit  possible  with  regard  to  that,"  he  told  lawmakers 
and  tribal  leaders  last  week.  "I'm  not  here  to  threaten  that  today." 

EchoHawk,  representing  the  Shoshone-Bannock  Tribes,  helped  argue  for  the 
Sho-Bans'  retrocession  bill  during  last  year's  legislative  session.  The 
measure  passed  the  Senate,  but  then  lawmakers  voted  to  reconsider  their 
approval,  and  killed  the  bill. 

In  some  ways,  the  move  recalled  the  Legislature's  action  back  in  1963, 
when  tribal  leaders  traveled  to  Boise  to  oppose  the  state's  attempt  to 
take  jurisdiction  over  tribes. 

"Initially  the  statute  failed,"  EchoHawk  said.  "The  tribal  leaders  were 
pleased  with  the  vote,  and  they  left  town.  Then,  there  was  a motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  it  passed." 

Tribal  leaders  didn't  learn  until  later  that  the  state  was  moving  into 
governing  them  over  their  objections. 

Idaho  claimed  concurrent  jurisdiction,  meaning  it  shared  authority  with 
the  tribes,  over  seven  areas:  compulsory  school  attendance;  juvenile 
delinquency;  dependent,  neglected  or  abused  children;  mental  illness; 
public  assistance;  domestic  relations;  and  vehicle  operation  on  county  or 
state-maintained  roads. 

Idaho  potentially  could  save  lots  of  money  by  turning  all  of  those 
functions  over  to  tribes,  EchoHawk  said.  But  in  many  of  those  areas, 
federal  agencies  like  the  Indian  Health  Service  or  the  tribes  themselves 
already  are  providing  the  services,  rather  than  the  state. 

Two  of  Idaho's  tribes,  the  Nez  Perce  and  the  Sho-Bans,  already  operate 
their  own  welfare  programs,  using  federal  block  grant  funds  that  the  state 


passes  through  to  them.  Most  tribes  also  maintain  their  own  police  forces 
and  court  systems. 

"I  think  most  of  us  probably  have  the  same  thought,  we'd  like  to 
retrocede,"  said  Ernie  Stensgar,  chairman  of  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe.  The 
Coeur  d'Alenes  might  not  be  quite  ready  for  the  move  yet,  he  said.  "There 
are  a couple  of  areas  we  need  to  bolster  our  services,  and  then  we'd  be 
able  to  provide  those.  And  we  want  to  do  that,"  he  said. 

Velma  Bahe,  chairman  of  the  Kootenai  Tribe,  said  learning  about  the 
issue  was  an  eye-opener  for  her.  In  most  cases,  her  small  tribe  has  been 
the  one  providing  or  paying  for  services  for  its  members,  not  the  state, 
she  said. 

"We've  always  taken  the  responsibility.  We've  already  been  providing  it 
for  our  own  people." 

The  move  of  states  into  jurisdiction  over  tribes  came  under  a federal 
law  known  as  Public  Law  280,  which  passed  in  1953  at  a time  when  Congress 
was  attempting  to  terminate  recognition  of  tribes.  Over  the  next  decade, 

109  of  the  557  federally  recognized  tribes  were  terminated,  although  many 
later  were  restored.  None  of  Idaho's  five  recognized  tribes  was  terminated. 

Public  Law  280  encouraged  states  to  assume  jurisdiction  over  tribes  by 
legislative  action,  and  didn't  require  the  tribes'  consent.  But  those 
moves  and  the  push  to  terminate  tribes  both  fell  into  disfavor  in  the  mid- 
and  late  1960s.  In  1968,  Public  Law  280  was  amended  to  require  voter 
approval  from  tribal  membership  before  jurisdiction  could  be  transferred; 
no  tribe  has  ever  voted  for  that. 

The  1968  changes  also  allowed  states  to  give  back  the  jurisdiction  they 
had  taken,  through  a process  called  retrocession . The  1968  law  was  called 
the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 

In  1970,  then-President  Richard  Nixon  urged  Congress  to  adopt  a new 
strategy  of  self-determination  for  tribes,  and  that  approach  has  been  the 
federal  standard  ever  since. 

Since  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  passed,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Washington  and 
Montana  have  all  agreed  to  return  jurisdiction  to  tribes  in  their  states 
that  have  requested  it. 

The  Sho-Bans,  as  Idaho's  largest  tribe,  have  a sophisticated 
governmental  structure  and  social  service  agencies  at  their  Fort  Hall 
Reservation,  and  are  ready  to  have  full  jurisdiction  there,  EchoHawk  said. 

Sen.  Moon  Wheeler,  R-American  Falls,  whose  district  includes  the 
reservation,  chairs  the  state's  new  Indian  Affairs  Council,  which  brings 
together  legislators  and  tribal  leaders.  Wheeler  said,  "There's  a lot  of 
misinformation  and  disinformation  out  there,  but  that's  something  this 
council  can  try  to  overcome,  hopefully." 

He  added,  "I  know  I've  had  phone  calls  from  citizens  in  my  district  who 
are  operating  under  a lot  of  misconceptions  about  what  would  occur  should 
retrocession  pass."  The  jurisdiction  involved  is  only  over  tribal  members, 
EchoHawk  stressed. 

.Betsy  Z.  Russell  can  be  reached  at  336-2854,  or  by  e-mail  at 
bzrussell@rmci . net . 
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Voisey's  Bay  has  been  the  topic  of  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  this  week  and  a deal  may  be  made  with  Inco  as  early  as  this 
weekend . 
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Announcer:  Let's  check  into  the  House  of  Assembly  now  where  Voisey's 
Bay  has  been  the  big  topic  for  the  past  week.  On  the  line  from  the 
legislature  is  David  Cochrane  our  legislative  reporter. 

Hi  Dave. 


David  Cochrane:  Hi  Philip 

Announcer:  now  we  just  heard  in  the  news  a few  minutes  ago  that  we 
could  soon  Inco's  proposal  to  develop  Voisey's  Bay,  what's  the  latest 
on  that? 

David  Cochrane:  Well  the  government  could  have  a proposal  from  Inco 
as  early  as  this  weekend.  Roger  Grimes  is  going  to  Toronto  tomorrow 
and  it's  his  second  time  in  two  weeks  that  he's  met  face  to  face  with 
company  brass.  And  that's  significant  because  most  of  the  meetings  to 
this  point  have  been  at  the  official.  So  once  the  Minister  gets 
involved  it  shows  that  things  are  changing  a little  bit  and  certainly 
the  fact  that  these  meetings  are  happening  so  quickly  the  second  time 
in  under  two  weeks  it's  a clear  sign  that  something  is  ready  to 
happen . 

Announcer:  So  exactly  what  can  we  expect  to  see  this  weekend? 

David  Cochrane:  Well  it  could  really  go  one  of  two  ways  cause  since 
the  last  meeting  of  a week  or  so  ago  the  company  has  been  trying  to 
secure  the  financing  it  needs  to  do  this  project.  And  we  are  talking 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  on  top  of  the  $4  billion  Inco  spent 
for  the  nickel  deposit  itself.  So  there  will  obviously  be  some  fairly 
significant  borrowing  involved  and  the  question  is  whether  Inco  can 
secure  all  that  financing  to  get  this  project  done.  And  Roger  Grimes 
said  today  that  Inco  has  an  idea  of  what  it  wants  to  do.  So  it  has 
things  costed  out.  So  if  the  terms  of  the  development  is  acceptable 
to  the  province  and  the  financing  is  there  then  we  could  see  a deal 
quite  quickly.  But  if  the  financing  isn't  there  or  the  terms  of  the 
development  aren't  acceptable  then  things  could  fall  apart  just  as 
fast . 

Announcer:  Do  you  have  any  sense  of  how  things  are  going  to  go? 

David  Cochrane:  Well  Roger  Grimes  said  today  that  he  feels  the  basis 
to  start  formal  negotiations  exists  and  keeping  with  that  he  has 
always  said  that  once  formal  negotiations  the  basis  exists  to  start 
formal  negotiations  he  said  that  that  would  mean  a deal  is  close  if 
not  at  hand.  And  what  formal  negotiations  would  involve  really  is  the 
fine  print  of  a deal.  And  he  has  made  it  clear  that  he  didn't  want  to 
have  to  publicly  reject  any  deal  because  he  didn't  want  to  embarrass 
Inco  and  it  doesn't  behove  either  side  to  have  Inco  make  another 
proposal  and  have  it  turned  sown  by  the  province.  It  makes  it  look 
like  Inco  can't  get  a project  done  and  it  also  makes  it  look  like  the 
province  isn't  the  place  where  you  can  do  business.  So  it  looks  as 
though  with  that  in  mind  that  the  two  sides  have  pretty  much  reached 
an  informal  agreement.  It's  nothing  formal  yet  so  it  won't  be  made 
public  but  it  isn't  likely  that  the  stumbling  block  this  weekend  will 
be  the  terms  of  the  development  unless  something  drastically  changes 
from  what  they  have  been  talking  about  behind  closed  doors.  If 
anything  it  will  be  financing  arrangements  that  could  cause  this  to 
fall  apart. 

Announcer:  Now  the  Opposition  has  been  trying  to  find  out  the  details 
of  whatever  that  does  come  up  for  the  past  few  weeks  in  question 
period,  do  you  have  any  idea  what  we  might  see? 

David  Cochrane:  Well  Roger  Grimes  talked  about  that  a little  bit 
again  today.  It's  information  he  - stuff  he  doesn't  say  in  the  House, 
he  comes  out  into  the  foyea  and  tells  it  to  reporters  and  what  he 
said  really  isn't  that  much  different  than  what  Inco  proposed  a few 
years  ago.  The  big  exception  is  the  duration  of  the  mining  operation 
will  be  longer  than  the  company  initially  wanted  and  that  was  based 
on  the  environmental  impact  panels  recommendations  so  that  isn't 
really  a big  surprise.  What  they've  established  is  that  the  project 
will  be  about  25  to  30  years  long  and  there  will  be  full  processing 
in  the  province.  And  that  means  a final  nickel  product  will  be 
produced.  We  are  still  not  sure  if  that  means  100%  of  the  ore  will  be 
processed  here.  That  was  the  government's  position  a year  ago  with 
the  election  and  every  thing.  But  the  Liberals  won't  make  any  comment 
as  definite  as  that  any  more  which  could  be  quite  telling.  There  is  a 
theory  that  you  know  this  smelter  the  hydro  metallurgic  plant  that's 
going  to  do  the  refining  of  the  ore  could  come  a couple  of  years  into 


the  project  so  ore  might  go  out  of  the  province  for  the  first  few 
years  to  help  finance  the  - the  second  part  which  would  be  the  smelting 
operation.  So  that  could  be  a component  here  but  no  one  will  say  that 
on  the  record.  The  mine  itself  will  employ  about  350  people  in  the 
early  stages  to  about  700  when  underground  mining  begins  and  the 
hydro  metallurgic  plant  when  it  is  built  could  create  up  to  400 
permanent  jobs.  The  big  question  now  is  how  many  construction  jobs 
will  be  created  because  that  isn't  quite  clear.  It  is  likely  to  be 
less  than  the  3000  or  so  jobs  the  government  mentioned  in  its  1997 
throne  speech  and  that  could  be  because  of  the  change  from  a 
traditional  smelter  refinery  complex  to  this  new  hydro  metallurgical 
plant . 

Announcer:  I guess  that  will  be  a far  more  less  complex  kind  of 
structure  or  whatever. 

David  Cochrane:  It'  a cheaper  sort  of  smelting  process  that  the 
company  would  be  able  to  finance  more  easily  so  it  will  probably  take 
less  jobs  and  less  of  a construction  coat  in  the  beginning.  But  what 
we  don't  know  right  now,  and  this  is  the  real  big  thing  is  what  the 
royalty  regime  will  be.  And  that's  still  being  discussed.  So  we  have 
some  idea  of  what  we  are  going  to  see  but  not  totally  clarity  on  the 
big  issues  of  money,  jobs  and  if  any  ore  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the 
province  and  process.  Maybe  that  will  come  clear  when  Roger  Grimes 
gets  back  from  Toronto  on  Sunday  or  Monday. 

Announcer:  Okay  we  will  have  to  keep  an  eye  on  that.  Thanks  very  much  David. 

David  Cochrane:  You're  welcome  Philip. 

"RE:  Arizona  Kills  Water  Deal"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  03:12:05  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.FIACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Arizona  kills  water  deal: 

U.S.  compromise  sought  end  to  San  Carlos  flap  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Dec.  3,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ 1203cap. shtml 
Arizona  kills  water  deal 

U.S.  compromise  sought  end  to  San  Carlos  flap 
By  Shaun  McKinnon 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Dec.  3,  1999 

Arizona  water  officials  once  again  rejected  a compromise  Thursday  in  a 
dispute  with  the  federal  government  over  a San  Carlos  Apache  water 
settlement . 

After  hearing  details  of  the  compromise  from  an  Interior  Department 
attorney,  the  Central  Arizona  Water  Conservation  District  passed  on  the 
deal . 

The  conservation  district's  15-member  elected  board  said  the  offer  would 
cost  Arizona  taxpayers  millions  of  dollars. 

The  action  means  that  disputes  between  the  state  and  federal  governments 
over  who  will  pay  for  the  Central  Arizona  Project  Canal  and  how  Indian 
water  claims  will  be  settled  will  persist  for  some  time. 

Federal  negotiators  have  reached  an  agreement  with  the  San  Carlos 
Apaches  and  several  other  parties.  But  because  the  pact  involves  water 
from  the  CAP  Canal,  the  conservation  district  board  also  must  approve  the 
deal . 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  a former  Arizona  governor  who  first 
announced  the  San  Carlos  settlement  in  March,  wants  a final  agreement  soon. 

But  Arizona  water  managers  say  the  federal  government  is  trying  to  stick 
Arizona  with  the  $77  million  cost  of  the  CAP  water  that  would  be  used  in 
the  settlement. 

State  officials  want  the  value  of  that  water  deducted  from  what  Arizona 
owes  the  federal  government  for  building  the  CAP,  the  336-mile  canal  that 
carries  water  from  the  Colorado  River  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson. 

"This  is  the  core  principle  we've  drawn  the  line  in  the  sand  over,"  said 


board  member  Grady  Gammage,  a Phoenix  attorney  who  has  participated  in 
most  of  the  recent  water  negotiations.  "When  water  moves,  the  cost  moves. 

I can't  get  past  that." 

The  Interior  Department  insists  Arizona  has  misinterpreted  the  CAP 
contract . 

Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Dohn  Stemplewicz,  who  represents  Interior  on  CAP 
and  Indian  settlements,  said  the  federal  government  isn't  trying  to  saddle 
Arizona  taxpayers  with  any  extra  costs.  But  he  said  the  CAP  board's 
position  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  and  with  all  of  the  CAP  contracts. 

He  said  that  without  the  compromise  offered  Thursday,  the  only  way  to 
settle  the  dispute  may  be  in  court,  where  he  believes  the  federal 
government  will  prevail. 

At  the  heart  of  the  dispute  is  not  the  San  Carlos  settlement  itself, 
which  is  purely  a federal  issue,  but  a long-simmering  disagreement  over 
how  much  of  the  canal's  $4.7  billion  price  tag  Arizona  owes  the  federal 
government . 

The  state  sued  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  over  the  issue,  arguing  that 
Arizona  taxpayers  in  Maricopa,  Pima  and  Pinal  counties,  who  are  assessed  a 
CAP-related  property  tax,  should  not  be  responsible  for  cost  overruns 
caused  by  the  federal  government. 

Arizona  also  insists  that  if  the  federal  government  takes  a larger  share 
of  the  1.5  million  acre-feet  of  water  the  canal  delivers  each  year,  it 
should  deduct  the  value  of  that  water  from  Arizona's  final  bill. 

Shaun  McKinnon  can  be  reached  at  (602)  444-7116  or 
at  shaun.mckinnon@pni.com. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : South  Dakota  Lead  and  Copper  Rule"  

Date:  Thu,  02  Dec  1999  15:35:55  PST 

From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanajin@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : SD  Atty  Gen's  Ltr  to  EPA-Tribe  lacks  jurisdiction  in  Bennett  County 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

State  of  South  Dakota 
OFFICE  OF  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
500  East  Capitol  Ave. 

Pierre,  SD  57501-5070 
phone  (605)  773-3215 
fax  (605)773-4106 

Mark  Barnett,  Attorney  General 

Lawrence  Long,  Chief  Deputy  Attorney  General 

September  9,  1999 

To  William  Yellow  Tail,  Regional  Administrator 
U.S.  EPA,  Region  VIII 
999  18th  St.,  Ste  500 
Denver,  CO  80202-2466 

Re:  Public  Water  System  Supervision  Program  Revision  for  the  State  of  South 
Dakota 

Dear  Mr.  Yellowtail, 

On  August  16,  1999,  the  EPA  published  the  approval  of  primary  revisions  for 
the  Lead  and  copper  Rule  for  the  State  of  South  Dakota.  64  Fed  Reg  44,521 
(1999).  This  letter  constitutes  the  comments  of  the  Office  of  Attorney 
General  regarding  that  approval  and  focuses  on  the  section  concerning  Indian 
Country. 


The  published  approval  of  SD's  Lead  and  Copper  Rule  does  not  extend  to 


Indian  Country.  EPA  may  choose  to  not  approve  SD's  primary  revision  of  the 
the  Lead  and  Copper  Rule  in  Indian  Country  as  defined  by  18  U.S.C  S1151. 


If  the  authorization  had  excluded  Indian  country  as  defined  by  18  U.S.C 
S1151,  the  state  would  have  no  objection  to  that  approval.  However,  EPA  has 
chosen  to  go  beyond  the  definition  of  Indian  country  as  defined  by  18  U.S.C. 
sll51 

SD  has  three  primary  concerns  regarding  the  Indian  Country  Limitation. 

First,  the  approval  does  not  discuss  the  diminished  portion  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  thus  implying  that  Bennett  County  is  within  Indian 
Country.  Second,  SD  disagrees  that  all  "trust  lands"  in  South  Dakota  are 
automatically  Indian  Country.  Finally,  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
and  the  SD  Supreme  Ct  handed  down  their  decisions  regarding  the  currently 
status  of  the  diminished/disestablished  Yankton  Reservation. 

1.  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  has  been  diminished  so  that  Bennett  County 
is  not  included  within  the  borders  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Congress,  on  May  27,  1910,  passed  an  Act  which  removed  Bennett  County  from 
the  confines  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  36  Stat.  440.  The  effect 
of  the  1910  Act  was  to  diminish  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  to  exclude 
Bennett  County.  US  ex.rel.  Cook  v.  Parkinson,  525  F.2d  120  (8th  Cir.1975), 
cert,  denied,  430  U.S.  982  (1977).  "We  hold  that  Bennett  County,  SD,  was 
severed  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  by  the  Act  of  May  27,  1910, 
and  became  part  of  the  public  domain  and  the  state  of  SD."  Id  at  124.  South 
has  jurisdiction  over  all  lands  within  Bennett  County  except  for  dependent 
Indian  communities  under  18  U.S.C.  sll51  (b)  and  allotments,  Indian  title  to 
which  has  not  been  extinguished  under  18  U.S.C.  sll51  (c).  Id  at  122. 

SD  requests  that  a section  be  added  addressing  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  and  the  fact  that  Bennett  County  has  been  removed  from  the 
reservation,  much  like  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation  and  the  Lake  Traverse 
Reservation .... 

Based  upon  those  decisions, SD  requests  that  EPA  amend  its  authorization 
regarding  the  diminished  Yankton  Sioux  Reservation,  copies  of  both  decisions 
are  attached  for  your  convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Charles  D.  McGuigan 
Assistant  Attorney  General 

"RE : Call  for  Sand  Creek  Massacre  Reparations"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Nov  1999  12:47:52  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Rogers  calls  for  massacre  reparations  Payment  sought  for  Sand  Creek 
'butchery' 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Rogers  calls  for  massacre  reparations 
Payment  sought  for  Sand  Creek  'butchery' 

By  Deborah  Frazier 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News  Staff  Writer 

Lt.  Gov.  Doe  Rogers  on  Monday  said  reparations  are  long  overdue  for  the 
1864  Sand  Creek  Massacre  of  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Indians. 

"The  butchery  of  the  tribe  was  unprecedented  in  U.S.  history,"  said 
Rogers  at  a capitol  ceremony  commemorating  the  135th  anniversary  of  the 
massacre.  "The  body  parts  of  women  and  children  were  paraded  through 
Denver  as  war  trophies." 

"We  have  not  made  reparations.  We  ought  to  do  what  is  right." 

Dick  Wadhams,  spokesman  for  Gov.  Bill  Owens,  said  the  governor 


sympathized  with  the  survivors  and  descendants,  but  had  no  comment  on 
reparations . 

Rogers'  comments  came  as  he  honored  about  40  Northern  Cheyenne  joggers 
from  the  Spiritual  Healing  Run  who  ran  the  187  miles  from  the  Sand  Creek 
Massacre  site  to  Denver  to  commemorate  the  anniversary. 

After  the  massacre,  the  Colorado  militia,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Dohn 
Chivington  and  other  commissioned  officers,  marched  to  Denver  with  the 
bloody  trophies  and  displayed  them  on  stage  at  a downtown  theater. 

In  the  years  after  the  massacre.  Congress  investigated  the  U.S.  Army's 
slaughter  of  nearly  164  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho,  mostly  women  and  children, 
and  declared  the  so-called  battle  a disgrace  and  promised  to  pay  the 
survivors  and  descendants  of  the  dead  for  their  losses. 

Payments  have  never  been  made. 

Before  Rogers  and  other  officials  arrived  at  the  west  Capitol  steps,  a 
few  of  the  young  runners  dashed  along  the  circular  drive  carrying  a 
ceremonial  staff  wrapped  with  otter  fur  and  topped  with  feathers. 

At  the  statue  there  of  a Civil  War  soldier,  where  a plaque  honors 
Colorado  soldiers  --  including  those  at  Sand  Creek  --  one  youth  climbed  up, 
touched  the  statue's  cap  with  the  staff  and  jumped  to  the  ground. 

"We  call  that  counting  coup,"  said  Pascal  Shoulderblade,  20,  of  Lame 
Deer,  Mont.  "It  means  we  finally  made  it  back  here  to  Denver.  We  got  it 
done  for  our  ancestors." 

On  Monday,  many  of  the  runners  said  they  ran  to  Denver  from  Sand  Creek 
to  recreate  the  journey  that  soldiers  made. 

LaForce  Lonebear  said  his  great-great-grandfather.  White  Antelope,  was 
the  first  killed  at  Sand  Creek.  White  Antelope  was  wearing  peace  medals 
given  to  him  by  President  Lincoln  and  stood  under  a U.S.  flag. 

"RE : Minnehaha  25  Go  to  Trial  in  Minneapois"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  23:18:46  -0600 
From:  power4u  <power4u@MTN.0RG> 

Sub j : Minnehaha  25  Go  to  Trial  in  Minneapois 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Press  Release*Press  Release*Press  Release*Press  Release*Press  Release 

Who:  MINNEHAHA  25  GO  TO  TRIAL 

Where:  Hennepin  County  Government  Center 

When:  Monday,  December  6th,  1999,  9:00  AM 

What:  The  State  of  Minnesota  is  prosecuting  25  people  for  attempting 
to  save  Native  American  sacred  sites  and  Minnehaha  Park  from  the 
destruction  caused  by  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation ' s 
attempt  to  reroute  Highway  55. 

The  Minnehaha  25  will  face  a group  trial  and  face  charges  ranging 
from  trespassing  to  failure  to  obey  a peace  officer.  Most  of  the 
defendants  are  being  prosecuted  for  non-violent  civil  disobedience  or 
non-violent  direct  action  during  the  months  of  Duly  and  August  of 
1999.  These  defendants  put  their  bodies  in  harm's  way  to  attempt  to 
stop  the  widespread  destruction  that  now  scars  Minnehaha  Park.  Many 
of  the  defendants  are  members  of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota 
Community  and  other  Native  American  First  Nations  and  will  be 
challenging  their  charges  as  violations  of  their  Treaty  Rights. 

Others  will  be  mentioning  the  other  flagrant  violations  of  Federal 
Law  that  MnDoT  has  been  guilty  of  during  this  road  project.  Also, 
charges  of  discrimination  will  be  brought  against  the  Minneapolis 
Police  Department  and  Minnesota  State  Troopers  for  their  selective 
arrests  of  Native  Americans  and  their  gross  misconduct  against 
civilians  exercising  their  First  Amendment  Rights. 

There  will  be  a Rally  held  at  8:30  AM  on  December  6th  in  the  Atrium 
of  the  Hennepin  County  Government  Center  in  Downtown  Minneapolis. 

The  defendants  will  be  available  for  interviews  with  the  media. 

Please  come  and  support  them  during  the  trial,  or  call  the  Hennepin 


County  Prosecutor's  office  and  demand  that  these  charges  be  dropped. 


Press  Contact  Number  (612)  910-0730 
Press  Contact  Person:  Dim  Anderson 

live  simply 


"RE ; AIM  Grand  Governing  Coucil  Press  Statement"  

Date:  Sat,  04  Dec  1999  14:25:06  -0500 

From:  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Coucil  Press  Statement 

http : //www. aimovement . org 


American  Indian  Movement 

Grand  Governing  Council 


PRESS  CONFERENCE 

For  Release:  December  6,  1999,10:00a.m. 

Mount  Rushmore  Convention  Center 
Rapid  City,  South  Dakota 

At  Flearings  of  the  United  States  Civil  Rights  Commission 
Press  Contacts: 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
Office:  612-724-3129 

Dennis  Banks,  National  Field  Director,  American  Indian 
Movement  Grand  Governing  Council 
Office:  218-654-3060 

The  American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council  leadership  issues 
this  final  statement  on  the  eve  of  the  closing  days  of  the  20th  Century. 

We  issue  this  statement,  not  only  in  the  relationship  to  the  death  of 
Anna  Mae  Aquash,  but  also  in  the  relationship  to  the  violent  deaths  of 
Vietnam  Veteran  Buddy  Lamont,  and  Frank  Clearwater.  These  two  Native  men 
were  murdered  by  FBI  snipers  at  Wounded  Knee  on  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation 
at  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  in  1973. 

To  our  friends,  to  our  supporters,  to  our  relatives  throughout  this 
hemisphere,  and  throughout  the  world,  we  condemn  the  actions  of  a former 
personality  in  the  American  Indian  Movement,  Russell  Means.  We  condemn 
the  actions  of  Robert  Branscombe,  and  the  academic  literary  Indian 
fraud.  Ward  Churchill  9 who  is  to  Russell  Means  what  Edgar  Bergen  is  to 
Charlie  McCarthy),  in  the  attack  on  us  at  the  press  conference  held  on 
September  16th  in  Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada,  and  again  at  the  Federal 
Building  near  FBI  headquarters  in  Denver  , Colorado  on  November  3rd,  and 
again  on  November  17th  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  where  Russell  Means 
made  the  same  unsubstantiated  accusations  to  a federal  grand  jury,  and 
to  the  media. 

Their  actions  can  best  be  described  as  reckless,  defamatory,  slanderous, 
and  libelous. At  this  very  moment  we  are  assembling  a legal  team  in 
Denver,  Colorado  to  file  a defamation  lawsuit  against  Branscombe,  Means, 
and  Churchill.  Moreover,  we  see  this  attack  on  us  as  a continuation  of 
the  United  States  Governments  FBI  war  against  the  American  Indian 
Movement  that  had  its  origins  in  the  Nixon  White  Flouse.  During  the 
American  Indian  Movement's  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  march  in  1972,  along 
with  Acting  Director  of  the  FBI,  Mark  Felt,  Richard  FIELD  who  was  the 
architect  of  Colntel  Pro, Norman  A.  Zigrossi,  and  others  launched  a 
campaign  to  recruit  "extremist  informants"  to  infiltrate  the  American 
Indian  Movement  in  order  to  misdirect,  disrupt,  demonize,  and  discredit 
the  leadership  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  in  order  to  neutralize 
AIM. 

PAGE  2 American  Indian  Movement  Press  Statement 

There  is  enough  credible  evidence  to  suggest  that  it  was  covert  FBI 
program  utilizing  these  extremist  informant  agents  that,  in  fact. 


created  a climate  of  terror  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Ogala  Lakota  Nation  in 
Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  that  victimized,  not  only  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  but 
Pedo  Bissonette,  Byon  DeSersa,  Buddy  Lamont,  Anita  Wilcox,  Frank 
Clearwater, Jeanette  Bissonette,  and  dozens  of  others  who  were  murdered 
because  of  this  FBI  campaign  of  terror .Additionally,  Joseph  Kills  Right 
Stuntz,  and  FBI  agents,  Ronald  Williams  and  lack  Coler  were  killed 
during  the  "shoot  out"  at  the  lumping  Bull  residence  on  lune  26,  1975 
as  a result  of  a botched  FBI  operation. 

Our  brother,  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in  prison  after  23  years.  Our 
investigations  reveal  that  these  extremist  informants  were  on  the 
periphery  of  both  the  Aquash  and  lumping  Bull  killings.  It  is  no 
coincidence  that  the  Branscombe,  Means, Churchill  press  conference  was 
staged  on  November  3rd,  the  day  that  the  campaign  and  vigil  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier  started  in  Lafayette  Park  in  Washington  D.C.  No  doubt  , 
this  FBI  program  continues. 

As  is  the  case  with  WACO  and  Ruby  Ridge,  it  appears  that  the  FBI  is 
totally  discredited  and  cannot  be  trusted  to  investigate  all  of  these 
murders  and  possibly  their  own  culpability  as  to  the  abuse  of  power. 
Therefore,  we  are  calling  on  Senator  Ben  (Night  Florse)  Campbell, 

Chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  affairs  Committee, Senator  Orin  Hatch, 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  ludiciary  Committee,  the  South  Dakota 
Congressional  delegation,  as  well  as  other  congressional  leaders. 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno,  and  the  United  States  Civil  Rights 
Commission  who  are  currently  holding  hearings  on  the  unsolved  deaths  of 
Indian  people  in  Mobridge,  and  in  Rapid  City,  SD,  and  in  White  Clay,  NE 
to  expand  their  inquiry  into  all  the  uninvestigated  and  unsolved  murders 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Nation  during  the  1970' s and  continuing 
today .Additionally,  we  request  that  they  join  us  in  demanding  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  to  hold  hearings  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  with 
the  appointment  of  a Special  Investigator. 

We  further  demand  that  the  press  focus  on  this  investigation,  and  not  on 
the  so-called  "division"  within  the  American  Indian  Movement.  This  is  a 
diversion  in  the  cover  up  involving  the  death  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash.  There 
has  never  been  a division  in  the  American  Indian  Movement,  and  there 
never  will  be.  There  is  only  the  truth  to  be  uncovered  behind  the 
actions  of  a few. 

In  the  meantime,  the  leadership  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  Grand 
Governing  Council  refuses  to  be  distracted,  and  as  we  have  done  for  31 
years,  we  continue  to  develop  and  operate  programs  in  Minneapolis,  MN 
and  nationwide  that  serves  the  needs  of  our  people  in  the  areas  of 
health,  housing, education,  legal  services, protection  of  sacred  shrines 
and  burial  sites,  prison  programs,employment  and  job  training 
centers, environmental  issues,  and  racism  in  either  sports  or  media,  or 
wherever  racism  raises  its  ugly  head.  Representatives  of  the 
International  Treaty  Council.  IITC,  the  International  Diplomatic  Corp  of 
the  American  Indian  Movement  continues  to  represent  the  interest  of 
Indian  people  at  the  United  Nations,  and  all  other  international  forums. 

We  honor  the  memory  of  our  ambassadors  and  relatives  who  dedicated  their 
lives  to  this  work,  and  have  left  us  so  soon;  Greg  Zephier,  Ingrid 
Washinawatok,  Phillip  Deere,  Bill  Wahpepah. 

FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  AT 
http : //www. aimovement . org 

"RE:  Tribute  Memorial  for  Annie  Mae"  

Date:  04  Dec  1999  13:18:52  GMT 
From:  apictou@aol.com  (APictou) 

Sub j : Tribute  Memorial  for  Annie  Mae 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation  (Assembly  for  Northern  Native  Americans) 
http : //members . aol . com/ANNAinc/ Foundation . html 


The  daughters  of  the  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  are  initiating  a monument 


memorial  to  commence  on  Saturday,  Duly  22,  2000  on  the  Mi ' kmaq  Reserve,  Nova 
Scotia.  Please  observe  the  Tribute  and  Memorials  page  on  the  A.N.N.A. 
Foundation  website  (noted  above)  for  more  information  and  current  updates. 

Go  to  the  website  and  click  on  the  link  Tributes  and  Memorials. 

Anna  Mae's  daughters,  Denise  and  Deborah  Pictou-Maloney,  were  not  able  to 
attend  their  mothers  funeral  due  to  their  young  age  and  the  circumstances 
surrounding  Anna  Mae's  death.  They  wish  to  gather  the  people  to  celebrate 
the  future  in  Anna  Mae's  memory. They  are  co-founders  of  the  A.N.N.A. 
Foundation . 

If  you  would  like  to  make  a contribution  or  participate  in  the  program, 
please  be  advised  that  all  proceeds  for  this  memorial  will  be  forwarded 
directly  to  Denise  and  Deborah  Pictou-Maloney  to  coordinate  this  momentous 
event  in  Canada.  This  ceremony  will  be  open  to  the  public  and  all  are 
welcomed  to  attend  to  pay  homage  to  Anna  Mae  and  to  warriors  of  her 
generation  that  gave  so  much  of  their  lives  for  the  First  Nations  peoples. 
For  more  information  see  the  above  website 
or  please  contact  The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation 
P.0.  Box  228,  Rimrock  Arizona  86335 
520-567-6523  or  520-567-7229 
ANNAinc@aol . com 

"RE : David  Seals  Reviews  Book  About  Anna"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Nov  1999  18:36:33  -0500 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : David  Seals  reviews  book  about  Anna 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
See  <http : //www. dickshovel . com/ clayl0 . html> : 

"She  was  just  another  dead  Indian  in  the  ditch.  That  gray  and  freezing 
winter  of  1975-76  in  the  Black  Hills  was  full  of  terrible  fear  and  death 
everywhere,  and  I had  to  go  up  on  Bear  Butte  to  see  how  beautiful  and 
clear  the  world  could  also  be.  From  the  top  of  the  Sacred  Mountain  the  air 
at  the  end  of  February,  when  her  body  was  found,  was  as  cold  as  crystal, 
and  the  sky  was  bluer  than  the  turquoise  in  her  New  Mexico  bracelets  and 
rings . 

"The  rings  that  had  been  on  her  fingers,  on  her  hands,  and  that  were 
chopped  off  by  the  FBI  and  sent  to  Washington  for  fingerprinting  or 
something  else. 

"I  didn't  know  that  her  name  was  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  until  years  later 
when  Dohanna  Brand  pioneered  the  quest  in  'The  Life  and  Death  of  Anna  Mae 
Aquash',  and  then  a video  came  out  later,  'Brave  Hearted  Woman'.  At  the 
time  I didn't  even  see  a notice  about  it  in  the  newspapers,  and  only  the 
warriors  who  dared  to  confront  the  Beast  in  its  Belly  on  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  knew  who  she  was." 

Dordan  S.  Dill  SoVerNet:  Vermont's  Sovereign  Internet  Connection 
jsd@sover.net  <http://www.sover.net/> 

SoVerNet  PO  Box  495,  Rockingham  St.  Suite  2-4,  110  Cherry  St. 

VMX . #146  Bellows  Falls,  VT  05101  Burlington,  VT  05401 

Toll  Free  v - 802  463-2111  vmx.#146  v - 802  651-8730 

(877)877-2120  f - 802  463-2110  f - 802  651-8735 

"RE;  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  Book"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Nov  1999  00:12:10  -0800 

From:  "antoinette  claypoole"  <anampress@mindspring. com> 

Sub j : annie  mae  pictou  aquash  book 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
November  6,  1999 

THE  LEGEND  OF  A NATIVE  AMERICAN  WARRIOR: 

New  book  about  Anna  Mae  Pictou  (Aquash),  member/founder  of  the  American 


Indian  Movement 

An  emerging  voice  for  People  of  First  Nations  ("American  Indians"), 

Anam  Press  West  in  collaboration  with  Anam  Cara  Press  is  honored  to 
present  its  first  in  a series  of  tribal/historical  projects.  WHO  WOULD 
UNBRAID  HER  HAIR:  the  legend  of  annie  mae,  a book  about  and  for  Anna  Mae 
Pictou  Aquash,  a Micmac  Indian  and  member  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  back  in  the  1970 's  is  now  available  for  review  copy  and  special 
orders.  The  author,  Antoinette  Claypoole  will  be  promoting  the  work 
internationally  with  profits  from  the  sales  of  the  book  donated  to 
Seventh  Generation  Fund  of  Aracata,  Ca.  (www.7genfund.org),  a non 
profit  group  working  for  sovereignty  of  First  Nations  people  throughout 
the  "Americas". 

Based  on  stories  from  people  who  knew  Annie  Mae  and  research  accumulated 
by  the  author,  this  book  explores  the  varied  truths  and  lies  which 
surround  the  life  and  execution  of  Annie  Mae  Pictou  Aquash.  Annie  Mae 
was  found  murdered,  in  a ravine,  on  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  South 
Dakota,  in  1976.  Though  several  investigations  into  her  murder  have  been 
conducted,  none  have  been  conclusive.  Antoinette  Claypoole  presents  the 
varied  efforts  to  bring  resolve  to  this  painful  story  through  biographical 
sketches  and  epic  poetry. 

from  Sharon  Doubiago,  Oregon  Book  Award  winner  author  of  HARD  COUNTRY: 

"Six  years  I have  listened,  touched,  and  I remembered .. .Annie  Mae  and 
her  story  through  the  work  of  Antoinette  Claypoole.  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID 
HER  HAIR:  the  legend  of  annie  mae  is  investigative  poetry  at  its  best. 

Epic.  Most  beautiful.  Soul  love.  Antoinette's  voice  moves  to  a profoundly 
anonymous  place,  breaks  through  to  the  collective  psyche. . .honoring 
warrior,  woman,  children  of  all  nations,  with  clear  resounding  mythical 
verse... only  love  can  come  from  this  book." 

excerpt  from  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID  HER  HAIR: 

"Anna  Mae  Pictou  (Aquash)  Micmac  indian  from  Shubenacadie,  Nova 
Scotia,  bron  March  27,  1945,  worked  for  the  indigenous  people  of  this 
continent  and  was  a member/leader  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
during  the  early  1970's.  Before  February  1976  when  she  was  found 
brutally  murdered,  Annie  Mae,  as  close  friends  and  family  still  call 
her,  was  working  for  the  elders,  the  children,  to  feed  them  and  help 
them  feel  proud  again  to  be  indian.  In  her  death  Annie  Mae  left  a 
legend,  a legacy  of  strength,  courage,  and  attitude.  She  is  fossilized 
into  the  psyche  of  all  who  knew  her  and  all  who  know  of  her. 

...tears  are  good  medicine,  i see  you  through  his 
eyes,  an  old  AIM  guy.  first  one  to  love  you  like  this  with  me.  sweet 
surprise,  i feel  you  in  him,  you  stir  a wind,  he  shares  his  smoke,  the 
lives  you  touched  are  scattered  to  the  four  directions,  everywhere  we 
go,  silence  is  broken,  some  things  still  need  to  be  fixed,  and  most  will 
never  be  the  same..." 

ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 

Antoinette  Claypoole  used  to  live  on  the  east  coast  of  "america",  moved 
to  the  west  in  the  early  1980 's  and  there  met  many  things  she  writes 
about ...  being  mother  of  two  nearly  grown  children,  activist  for 
sovereignty  of  First  Nations,  teaching  writing  to  creative  students  at 
Rogue  Community  College  in  Southern  Oregon.  A writer  who  has  been 
published  in  varied  anthologies  and  papers  throughout  the  Northwest, 
Antoinette  is  also  a student  herself,  working  on  her  MFA  in  Creative 
Writing  at  Antioch  University  Los  Angeles. 

With  all  these  places  that  she  goes,  Ashland,  Oregon  is  her  home, 
now.  It  is  here  where  Antoinette  lives  with  her  teenage  son  and 
continues  supporting  resistance  to  forced  relocation  of  Dine  from  their 
ancestral  lands  in  Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 

For  more  info  about  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID  HER  HAIR,  how  to  order  copies,  and 
dates/places  of  readings,  and  requests  for  review  copies,  contact: 
anampress@mindspring.com 
or  WRITE 


anam  press  west 

#180  1257  siskiyou  blvd. 

ashland,  or.  97520 

ALL  PEOPLE  ARE  ONE 
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"RE : Counter  FBI  Lies  in  the  Media"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Dec  1999  18:32:34  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Counter  FBI  lies  in  the  media! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

COUNTER  FBI  ATTACKS  ON  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

We  are  sure  that  many  of  you  have  recently  encountered  the  FBI's  attempt 
to  counter  efforts  to  gain  executive  clemency  for  Native  American,  Leonard 
Peltier.  They  have  spent  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars  on  newspaper 
and  radio  ads  wrought  with  misinformation  and  outright  lies  in  an  attempt  to 
mold  public  opinion  before  our  grass  roots  campaign  can  bring  them  the 
truth.  They  are  also  submitting  a dear  editor  form  letter  to  numerous 
papers.  In  the  midst  of  new  revelations  about  the  FBI's  shameless  efforts 
to  cover  up  important  details  regarding  the  Waco  catastrophe,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  are  now  feeling  so  threatened  as  to  launch  a costly 
campaign  to  cover  their  tracks  in  regard  to  Leonard  Peltier's  case  as  well. 

In  the  advertisements,  the  FBI  claim  that  they  are  attempting  to  spread  the 
facts  of  the  Peltier  case  while  dispelling  the  inaccuracies  Mr.  Peltier's 
supporters  have  disseminated,  supporters  such  as  Amnesty  International,  the 
late  Mother  Theresa,  and  the  Robert  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human 
Rights  to  name  a small  few.  Of  course  the  ads  did  not  contain  contested 
facts  or  attempts  to  challenge  Leonard's  claims.  Instead,  they  were  based 
on  brutal  insults  and  emotional,  unfounded,  and  undocumented  claims. 

Help  get  the  facts  of  the  Peltier  case  out.  If  your  paper  has  printed 
slanderous  dear  editor  letters  about  the  Peltier  case  be  sure  to  immediately 
respond  with  a dear  editor  letter  of  your  own.  Call  the  paper  and  let  them 
know  that  you  are  outraged  that  they  have  printed  such  undocumented 
misinformation  and  ask  them  to  print  your  letter.  If  your  paper  has  not 
printed  a slanderous  letter,  send  a strong  dear  editor  letter  about 
Leonard's  case  to  them  before  the  FBI  does.  Hook  it  in  to  the  holidays 
or  other  related  current  issues  that  your  paper  is  interested  in.  Submit 
a letter  no  longer  than  1000  words  in  double  spaced  format.  Below  are  some 
points  and  rebuttals  you  can  include  in  your  letters.  Thank  you. 

LPDC 


FALSE  STATEMENTS  IN  THE  FBI's  AD  (Washington  Post-Nov  99) 

The  FBI  would  like  your  readers  to  believe  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  a violent  man 
with  a violent  past.  However,  not  only  did  Mr.  Peltier  have  an  absolutely 
clean  record  prior  to  his  conviction  in  question,  but  Lynn  Crooks,  the  US 
prosecutor  in  this  case,  consistently  concedes  that  they  cannot  prove  who 
actually  shot  the  agents,  making  the  FBI's  slanderous  statements  toward  Mr. 
Peltier  without  any  basis  whatsoever.  What  is  well  documented  is  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Peltier  is  a victim  of  FBI  misconduct.  Had  the  FBI  not  falsified 
affidavits,  withheld  exculpatory  evidence,  threatened  witnesses,  and 
manufactured  evidence,  Mr.  Peltier  would  not  be  where  he  is  today. 

To  begin  establishing  Mr.  Peltier  as  a violent  man,  the  FBI's  ad  opens  by 
describing  Mr.  Peltier  as  a fugitive  wanted  for  the  attempted  murder  of  a 
police  officer.  What  the  FBI  fails  to  mention  is  that  Mr.  Peltier  was  found 


innocent  of  this  charge  after  the  police  officer's  girlfriend  testified  that 
the  officer  had  shown  her  a picture  of  Mr.  Peltier  and  told  her  he  was 
helping  the  FBI  to  frame  up  a big  one.  This  was  the  first  time  Mr.  Peltier 
was  unfairly  targeted  because  of  his  activities  in  the  American  Indian 
Movement.  Again,  Mr.  Peltier  has  NO  past  record  of  violence. 

The  ad  states  that  the  agents  had  entered  the  lumping  Bull  property  on 
lune  26,  1975  to  arrest  a young  man  in  connection  with  a recent  abduction 
and  assault  of  two  young  ranchers.  In  fact,  the  agents  had  no  physical 
warrant  in  their  possession  for  such  an  arrest,  and  the  warrant  that  had 
been  issued  was  for  the  theft  of  a pair  of  cowboy  boots  and  assault,  not 
for  abduction.  On  reservations,  such  crimes  are  investigated  by  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  Police,  not  the  FBI. 

The  FBI's  version  of  what  occurred  that  day  is  dramatic  and  imaginative, 
however  not  the  least  bit  documented.  For  example,  there  is  no  evidence 
that  Mr.  Peltier  was  followed  by  the  agents  onto  the  property  that  day. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  agents  were  following  a red  and  white  van  and 
in  fact  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  that  they  were  following  a red  pickup 
truck,  a vehicle  that  could  not  be  linked  to  Mr.  Peltier.  There  were  no 
eyewitnesses  to  the  shootings  of  the  agents.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Mr. 
Peltier's  gun  fired  the  fatal  shots.  Mr.  Peltier  never  admitted  to  going 
down  to  the  bodies;  he  only  said  that  he  had  seen  the  bodies  from  a 
distance.  In  short,  the  FBI  is  claiming  to  know  what  it  cannot  know  by  the 
evidence  which  exists. 

The  ad  goes  on  to  state  that  after  the  shoot  out,  an  Oregon  state  trooper 
stopped  a recreational  vehicle  in  which  Mr.  Peltier  was  hiding.  They  say 
that  Mr.  Peltier  ran  from  the  RV,  fired  at  the  officer  and  escaped.  In 
reality,  there  is  no  evidence  that  Leonard  Peltier  was  involved  in  this 
incident.  As  a matter  of  fact,  charges  in  this  regard  were  brought  against 
him  and  later  dropped  for  lack  of  evidence.  The  FBI  states  that  Coler's  gun 
was  found  in  a bag  with  one  of  Mr.  Peltier's  thumbprint  on  it.  What  they 
failed  to  mention  was  that  it  was  a used  paper  bag  covered  in  various 
peoples'  fingerprints. 

In  an  attempt  to  further  implicate  Peltier  as  a violent  person,  the  ad 
accuses  Mr.  Peltier  of  telling  the  RCMP  that  "had  he  known  the  RCMP  officers 
were  there  to  arrest  him,  he  would  have  blown  them  out  of  their  shoes." 
However,  the  RCMP  did  not  put  this  statement  on  record  until  over  a year 
after  it  was  supposedly  said.  The  first  anyone  heard  of  it  was  during 
Leonard  Peltier's  trial.  This  statement  was  in  fact  never  made. 

The  FBI  continues  to  use  charges  against  Mr.  Peltier  when  he  has  already 
been  acquitted  of  them.  They  state  that  Mr.  Peltier  shot  his  way  out  of  jail 
while  incarcerated  at  Lompoc  federal  prison  and  then  robbed  and  assaulted  a 
rancher.  This  is  simply  false.  Mr.  Peltier  did  escape  from  Lompoc  after 
another  inmate  warned  him  of  an  assassination  plot  against  him.  However,  Mr. 
Peltier  was  found  innocent  of  shooting  at  anyone,  of  assault,  and  of 
robbery.  The  inmate  who  claimed  to  have  been  hired  to  assassinate  Mr. 
Peltier  had  charges  of  attempted  murder  of  a police  officer  mysteriously 
dropped  and  he  would  later  testify  on  Mr.  Peltier's  behalf  in  court. 

REASON  TO  BE  CONCERNED  OVER  THE  PELTIER  CASE: 

The  reason  for  the  international  uproar  over  the  conviction  and  continued 
incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  justified.  Human  Rights  organizations, 
religious  leaders,  members  of  the  US  Congress,  and  millions  of  Americans  are 
not  being  fooled  by  Mr.  Peltier,  as  the  FBI  so  patronizingly  claims.  On  the 
contrary,  those  aware  of  the  case  are  so  disturbed  by  the  well  documented 
facts,  that  they  are  moved  to  speak  out  on  his  behalf.  Amnesty  International 
considers  Mr.  Peltier  to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be  immediately 
and  unconditionally  released.  The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and 
the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  the  two  largest  Native  American  Organizations 
in  North  America  are  also  insisting  that  Mr.  Peltier  be  immediately 
released . 

CASE  HISTORY: 

To  understand  the  climate  when  the  shoot  out  broke  out,  one  must  understand 
the  times.  Conflict  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  reservation  was  rampant  as 
American  Indian  Movement  members  were  asked  to  come  and  counter  the  violence 


being  inflicted  on  the  traditional  people  by  the  pro-BIA  tribal  chairman. 
Drive  by  shootings,  beatings,  and  murders  of  traditional  people  and  AIM 
members  who  opposed  the  tribal  government  were  common  occurrences.  The 
reservation  had  the  highest  murder  rate  than  anywhere  else  in  the  US.  The 
ratio  of  FBI  agents  to  citizens  was  also  higher  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
US,  and  yet,  the  FBI  was  not  investigating  these  documented  murders.  Many 
Pine  Ridge  residents  refer  to  this  era  as  the  reign  of  terror. 

This  was  the  climate  that  existed  when  the  shoot  out  took  place.  Why  the 
FBI  entered  the  Dumping  Bull  property  on  Dune  26,  1975  continues  to  be  a 
mystery.  A map  of  the  Dumping  Bull  area  found  in  one  of  the  agent's  cars 
had  labeled  the  families'  root  cellars  as  bunkers.  Over  150  FBI  agents,  SWAT 
team  members,  BIA  police  and  local  vigilantes  were  able  to  mobilize  around 
the  small  isolated  area  within  a very  short  amount  of  time  after  the  shoot 
out  began.  The  group  of  30-40  men,  women  and  children  escaped  through  a 
hail  of  bullets,  many  of  whom  went  into  hiding  fearing  for  their  lives. 

Mr.  Peltier  fled  to  Canada.  While  in  Canada,  his  co-defendants  were 
arrested,  tried  and  found  innocent  on  grounds  of  self  defense.  After  being 
told  that  there  was  not  enough  evidence  against  Mr.  Peltier  to  extradite  him 
from  Canada,  the  FBI  obtained  affidavits  from  a Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  a local 
Native  American  woman  known  to  have  serious  mental  problems.  She  claimed  to 
have  been  Mr.  Petlier's  girl  friend  at  the  time  and  to  have  been  present 
during  the  shoot  out,  and  to  have  witnessed  the  murders.  In  fact  she  did 
not  know  Mr.  Peltier,  nor  was  she  present  at  the  time  of  the  shooting.  She 
later  confessed  she  had  given  the  false  statements  after  being  pressured  and 
terrorized  by  FBI  agents. 

Mr.  Peltier  was  extradited  to  the  US  where  his  case  was  mysteriously 
transferred  to  a different  district  by  a different  judge  than  the  one  who 
tried  his  co-defendants.  He  was  found  guilty  of  first  degree  murder  in  a 
trial  where  exculpatory  evidence  was  withheld,  key  witnesses  such  as  Myrtle 
Poor  Bear  were  banned,  the  jury  was  intimidated,  witnesses  were  coerced,  and 
the  judge  erred  in  his  rulings  making  it  impossible  for  Mr.  Peltier  to 
defend  himself.  The  case  against  Mr.  Peltier  was  weak  and  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  documents  later  released  proved  that  Mr.  Peltier's 
conviction  was  unjust. 

The  main  evidence  used  to  convict  Mr.  Peltier  was  a shell  casing  found  in 
the  trunk  of  the  agent's  car.  This  casing  was  said  to  match  the  gun  which 
allegedly  belonged  to  Mr.  Peltier.  . The  FBI  ballistics  expert  had  testified 
that  he  was  unable  to  do  a more  conclusive  firing  pin  test  on  the  casing 
because  the  gun  had  been  damaged.  But,  an  FBI  teletype  later  released 
through  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  Lawsuit  proved  that  he  had  in  fact 
performed  the  more  conclusive  test  and  the  casing  did  not  match. 

When  faced  with  this  evidence  on  appeal,  the  US  prosecutor  stated  that  they 
could  not  prove  who  actually  shot  the  agents,  but  that  Mr.  Peltier  could 
still  be  guilty  for  aiding  and  abetting,  a complete  change  of  theory.  Who 
he  would  have  been  aiding  and  abetting,  how  he  would  have  aided  and  abetted 
them,  and  why  he  would  have  aided  and  abetted  them  has  never  been 
established . 

The  appellate  judges  decided  that  the  ballistic  evidence  had  been 
improperly  withheld  from  the  defense,  and  had  the  jury  known  about  it  Mr. 
Peltier  may  have  been  acquitted.  Shockingly,  the  appeal  was  then  denied  on 
a technicality.  The  same  judge  would  later  write  a letter  recommending  Mr. 
Peltier  be  released  through  a presidential  grant  of  executive  clemency. 

The  U.S.  prosecutor  and  the  FBI  have  established  that  they  do  not  know 
what  participation  Mr.  Peltier  may  have  had  in  the  agents'  deaths  and  yet 
Mr.  Peltier  remains  in  prison.  The  only  evidence  against  Mr.  Peltier  is  the 
fact  that  he  was  present  at  the  Dumping  Bull  ranch  during  the  fatal  shoot 
out.  There  were  more  than  thirty  others  there  that  day  as  well.  Yet  Mr. 
Peltier  is  the  only  one  who  was  ever  sentenced  and  imprisoned.  The  FBI  and 
other  officials  clearly  singled  out  Leonard  Peltier  as  a scapegoat,  and 
forced  him  to  pay  the  collective  price  for  the  killings  which  occurred, 
despite  the  lack  of  evidence  against  him.  Personalized  vengeance  of  this 
kind  in  US  officials  cannot  be  tolerated. 

As  Federal  Dudge  Heaney  of  the  Eight  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  stated  in 
his  letter  recommending  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier,  "The  United  States 
government  must  share  the  responsibility  with  the  Native  Americans  for  the 


Dune  26  finefight.  . . the  FBI  used  improper  tactics  in  securing  Peltier's 
extradition  from  Canada  and  in  otherwise  investigating  and  trying  the 
Peltier  case.  . at  some  point  a healing  process  must  begin.  We  as  a nation 
must  treat  Native  Americans  more  fairly.  To  do  so,  we  must  recognize  their 
unique  culture  and  their  great  contributions  to  our  nation.  Favorable 
action  by  the  President  in  the  Leonard  Peltier  case  would  be  an  important 
step  in  this  regard." 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 
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785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Canada  Obstructs  Dustice  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Nov  1999  17:07:35  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub  j : Canada  Obstructs  Dustice  for  Peltier--Call  the  Minister  of  Dustice 
Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  friends  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

We  would  like  to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  sending  out  reports  this  month. 
All  of  our  energy  has  been  tied  up  in  the  Peltier  Freedom  Month  Campaign, 
and  we  were  unable  to  send  out  timely  reports.  However,  we  will  be  catching 
you  up  on  everything  during  the  next  two  weeks,  starting  now.  Heads  up  for 
a new  phone  banking  instruction  sheet,  final  report  from  Peltier  Freedom 
Month,  a rebuttal  for  the  FBI's  campaign  and  a new  plan  of  action.  Don't 
forget,  December  10  is  International  Human  Rights  Day.  If  organizations  in 
you  area  are  holding  events,  ask  for  Leonard  Peltier  to  be  part  of  that 
agenda.  Collect  letters  to  be  faxed  to  the  White  House  that  day  and  remind 
your  friends  to  flood  the  comments  line.  Thank  you  for  your  patience  and 
support.  Please  forward  the  below  message  widely. 

---LPDC 


Canadian  Minister  of  Dustice,  Anne  Me  Lellan 
Denies  Her  Government's  Responsibility  For 
the  Illegal  Extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier 

LPDC:  November  30,  1999 

One  of  the  most  controversial  and  well  known  aspects  of  the  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier  is  the  manner  in  which  he  was  extradited  from  Canada  after 
his  arrest  in  1976.  At  the  time  of  Peltier's  arrest,  the  US  government  did 
not  have  enough  evidence  against  him  to  extradite  him  from  Canada  for  the 
murders  of  the  agents.  For  this  reason,  the  FBI,  in  conjunction  with 
Canadian  prosecutor.  Bob  Halprin,  obtained  affidavits  signed  by  a Myrtle 
Poor  Bear,  a Native  American  woman  known  to  have  serious  mental  problems. 

She  claimed  to  have  been  Mr.  Peltier's  girlfriend  at  the  time,  and  to  have 
been  present  during  the  shoot  out,  and  to  have  witnessed  the  murders.  In 
fact  she  did  not  know  Mr.  Peltier,  nor  was  she  present  at  the  time  of  the 
shooting.  She  later  confessed  she  had  given  the  false  statement  after  being 
pressured  and  terrorized  by  FBI  agents.  A third  Poor  Bear  affidavit 
directly  contradicting  those  submitted  to  the  courts  had  been  withheld  by 
the  FBI,  and  would  later  be  uncovered  before  Peltier  went  to  trial. 

According  to  FBI  documents,  Halprin  knew  of  the  existence  of  this 
affidavit  and  he  knowingly  withheld  it  during  the  extradition  proceedings. 
Yet,  the  complete  Poor  Bear  incident  was  censored  from  the  jury  during 
Peltier's  trial.  Poor  Bear  was  not  called  as  a witness  by  the  prosecution, 
she  was  not  allowed  to  testify  on  the  behalf  of  the  defense,  and  the 
contradicting  affidavits  were  not  allowed  to  be  entered  as  evidence  of 
government  misconduct.  No  action  has  ever  been  taken  by  either  the 


Canadian  or  the  US  governments  to  rectify  this  blatant  use  of  FBI 
misconduct.  The  Canadian  government  continues  today  to  cooperate  with  the 
US  government  in  obstructing  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

In  1995,  as  a result  of  mounting  pressure  compounded  from  Members  of 
Parliament,  the  Royal  Commission  of  Aboriginal  Peoples,  the  Canadian  Supreme 
Court,  and  Canadian  citizens,  the  Canadian  minister  of  Justice,  Allan  Rock, 
announced  that  he  would  conduct  an  official  review  of  the  extradition  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  In  doing  so,  he  asked  MP  Warren  Allmand  to  review  the 
documents  related  to  the  extradition  and  make  a private  recommendation  to 
him.  MP  Warren  Allmand  reviewed  the  documents  and  submitted  a confidential 
letter  to  Minister  Rock  stating  that  the  extradition  was  fraudulent  and  that 
without  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits,  there  was  not  enough  evidence  to  extradite 
Peltier.  But,  Minister  Rock  changed  offices,  and  never  completed  his  review 
of  the  extradition. 

More  recently,  Peltier  supporters,  workers  unions.  First  Nations,  and  MP's 
of  Canada  began  pressuring  Allan  Rock's  successor.  Minister  of  Justice  Anne 
Me  Lellan,  to  finish  the  review.  On  October  15,  1999,  after  stating  that 
she  had  been  waiting  for  the  permission  of  the  US  government  before  moving 
forward,  Ms.  Me  Lellan  released  her  results.  Not  surprisingly,  her  reported 
results  constituted  a lazy  acceptance  of  the  positions  of  the  Canadian  and 
US  governments  rather  than  an  actual  review  where  responsible  scrutiny  of 
the  proceedings  would  have  occurred. 

Me  Lellan  found  that  the  extradition  proceedings  were  legal.  She  based 
most,  if  not  all  of  her  conclusion  on  prior  court  proceedings  despite  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  courts  themselves  who  suggested  that  a governmental 
review  be  done  because  it  was  a matter  regarding  nation  to  nation 
relationships  that  they  could  not  act  upon.  Sadly,  Ms.  Me  Lellan  utterly 
failed  to  do  her  job. 

Me  Lellan' s main  argument  for  deeming  the  extradition  legal  is  that  the 
role  of  the  Canadian  court  in  an  extradition  hearing  is  only  to  hear  the 
evidence  presented  and  to  decide  whether  that  evidence  might  be  enough  for  a 
conviction  if  the  case  was  tried  in  Canada.  However,  it  is  not  the  judge's 
role,  says  Me  Lellan,  to  weigh  the  credibility  of  that  evidence,  making  the 
fact  that  the  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  false,  irrelevant. 

Minister  Me  Lellan  outrageously  refuses  to  confront  the  real  issues  at 
hand,  namely  that  the  Canadian  prosecutor  himself  in  conjunction  with  the 
FBI,  purposely  provided  the  courts  with  falsified  affidavits,  securing  Mr. 
Peltier's  extradition  to  the  US  where  he  did  not  receive  a fair  trial  as 
Canada  had  promised  he  would.  It  was  not  Anne  Me  Lellan' s responsibility  to 
simply  decide  whether  or  not  the  courts  acted  in  misconduct,  but  rather,  to 
decide  whether  or  not  the  extradition  was  legal  overall,  the  role  of  the 
Canadian  prosecutor  and  the  FBI  being  totally  relevant. 

Though  Me  Lellan  acknowledges  that  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  false 
and  though  she  justifies  their  use  by  saying  that  it  was  not  the  courts 
responsibility  to  weigh  their  validity,  she  goes  on  to  say,  that  had  they 
not  been  used,  there  was  enough  circumstantial  evidence  to  extradite  Mr. 
Peltier  anyway,  a completely  unfounded  statement.  According  to  FBI 
documents,  Halprin,  the  Canadian  prosecutor,  clearly  stated  that  the  US  did 
NOT  have  enough  evidence  to  extradite  Mr.  Peltier  for  the  murders  of  the 
agents  prior  to  the  obtaining  of  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  That  being  the 
reason  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  obtained  in  the  first  place. 

On  November  1st,  1999  former  MP  Warren  Allmand,  publicly  released  his 
previously  confidential  letter  which  he  had  submitted  to  Allan  Rock  in  1995 
as  well  as  his  own  response  to  Me  Lellan' s findings.  In  his  response,  he 
argued  that  there  is  no  way  Me  Lellan  could  have  determined  that  there  was 
enough  evidence  to  extradite  Peltier  without  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits. 

There  is  absolutely  no  evidence  or  documentation  that  shows  that  the  judge 
had  felt  this  to  be  the  case  and  in  fact  it  is  clear  he  relied  solely  on  the 
Poor  Bear  affidavits  in  making  his  decision.  Moreover,  the  circumstantial 
evidence  laid  out  in  Me  Lellan 's  report  was  either  unrelated  to  the  murder 
charges,  was  too  flimsy  to  be  taken  seriously  by  a court  of  law,  or  it  has 
since  been  impeached  through  FOIA  documents  (such  is  the  case  with  the 
ballistic  evidence).  In  Allmand 's  letter  to  Allan  Rock  he  recommended  that 
the  Minister  of  Justice  make  a formal  plea  to  the  United  States  to  either 
release  Peltier  through  a grant  of  executive  clemency  or  to  grant  him  a new 


trial.  Allmand  requested  that  at  the  very  least  that  he  order  an 
independent  review,  either  by  a learned  counsel  or  by  a retired  judge.  Me 
Lellan  neglected  to  even  consider  Mr.  Allmand 's  advise  and  she  did  not  post 
his  letter  as  part  of  the  documents  relating  to  the  extradition  on  her  web 
site.  It  is  an  outrage  that  such  blatant  governmental  misconduct  can  be 
left  without  any  rectification.  You  can  help  by  calling  Minister  of 
Justice,  Anne  Me  Lellan  and  voicing  your  opposition  to  her  report.  Ask  her 
how  it  can  be  legal  for  the  Canadian  and  US  governments  to  intentionally 
manufacture  evidence.  Ask  her  why  she  neglected  to  consider  Warren 
Allmand' s letter  as  part  of  her  review  and  suggest  that  she  order  an 
independent  review  of  the  extradition. 

The  Honorable  Anne  Me  Clellan,  Member  of  Parliament 

Minister  of  Justice 

The  House  of  Commons,  Room  707 

Confederation  Building 

Ottawa,  Canada  K1A  0A6 

(613)  992-4524 

Fax  (613)  996-4516 
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"RE : California  Department  of  Corrections"  

Date:  Wed,  01  Dec  1999  19:14:01  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : This  can  only  be  reproduced  if  credit  is  given  to 
M.  Mucsuss  Robles  Cherokee  Prisoner 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  tye  smith  <tye@adnc . com> 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  California  Department  of  Corrections  (CDC)  implemented  an  emergency 
measure  birthing  a new  Hair  Grooming  Regulation.  These  Grooming 
Regulations  were  ordered  by  Mr.  David  Tristan,  Chief  Deputy  Director  of 
Corrections  per  memorandum  dated  October  6,  1997.  The  new  Grooming 
Regulations  forces  all  California  Male  Prisoners  to  cut  their  hair  to  a 
length  no  more  than  3-inches,  with  no  Religious  exemption.  This  seriously 
affects  the  Religious  Freedom  Rights  of  Native  American  Indian  Prisoners 
in  the  system.  Hundreds  of  Native  American  Indian  Prisoners  have  refused 
to  cut  their  hair,  resulting  in  being  classified  as  program  failures  and 
often  transferred  to  different  prisons  where  program  failures  are  housed. 
These  prisoners  have  been  subjected  to  isolation,  deprived  of  privileges 
such  as  work-time/good-time  credits,  visitors,  packages,  phone  calls,  and 
have  been  intimidated,  threatened  and  harassed  just  for  not  complying  with 
the  New  Grooming  Regulation.  CDC's  new  Regulation  is  intent  on  attacking 
the  Native  American  Prisoners  and  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  First 
Amendment  of  the  U.S.  Constitution.  In  1987  the  State  of  California  made 
an  agreement  between  the  Department  of  Corrections  and  the  Native  American 
Indian  Prisoners,  stipulating  that  Native  American  Prisoners  had  the  right 
to  practice  their  Religion  (Sample-v-Borg,  675  Fed.Supp.574)  which 
included  the  "Hair  and  Wearing  of  Traditional  Hairstyles"  which  have 
Religious  significance.  Spiritual  and  Religious  practices  of  Native 
Americans  as  a Religion  are  entitled  to  the  First  Amendment  Protection. 

The  cutting  of  the  hair  amounts  to  aa  Spiritual  castration  of  the 
individual-  A serious  civil  rights  violation.  CDC  claims  that  long  hair  is 
a Security  risk,  yet  the  State  cannot  pin  point  to  one  instance  where  long 
hair  has  violated  the  security  of  a prison,  or  an  instance  where  a Native 
American  prisoner  has  violated  Security  due  to  their  Religious  belief  and 


practice,  which  includes  the  wearing  of  long  hair.  The  outright  denial  of 
Religious  practice,  which  for  Native  Americans  includes  the  wearing  of 
long  hair,  is  tantamount  to  a denial  of  opportunity  for  a recovery  and 
spiritual  healing.  Ignorance  and/or  lack  of  awareness  should  not  br  an 
excuse  for  systematically  arbitrarily  denying  Religious  rights  then 
justifying  these  denials  on  the  basis  of  a security  concern.  Hypothetical 
situations  should  not  be  made  up  then  passed  as  fact.  Traditional 
Religious  practices  help  imprisoned  Native  Americans.  The  traditional 
Religious  practices  and  beliefs  are  a key  to  self-esteem,  confidence, 
positive  changes  in  attitude,  rehabilitation  and  personality  which  help 
institutional  security,  not  threaten  it!  In  Dune,  1999  a Native  American 
Indian  prisoner  in  CDC,  Andrew  "Kicking  Horse"  McCarter (Choctaw)  a lifer, 
filed  a petition  against  CDC  and  is  doing  it  without  the  assistance  of  an 
attorney.  Kicking  Horse  and  others  similarly  situated  have  suffered 
greatly  due  to  CDC's  New  Grooming  Regulation.  Religious  Freedom  for 
Native  Americans  was  granted  in  1978  with  the  American  Indian  Religious 
Freedom  Act  because  we  needed  legislation  to  protect  our  Religion-Now  we 
need  it  again. 

M.  Mucsuss  Robles(Cherokee) 

Lancaster  State  Prison 

For  more  information  contact: 

Andrew  "Kicking  Horse"  McCarter, 

D92951  FDB5-109L 

44750  60th  Street  West 
Lancaster,  Ca.  93536-7620 


Remember,  there  is  power  in  numbers 

and  we  are  powerfull  when  we  Unite  as  One> 
Michael  & Roberta  Robles 
CALIFORNIANS  2 AMEND  3 STRIKES 
C.A.T.S. 

(714)  685-9746 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  19:41:37  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Quarry,  lames  Lee 

#298-683 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 
PO  Box  740/3 -C 
London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rednour,  Eddie  Dean 


Riches,  Russell  Dean 

#A289-296 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  7/10/50 

Ancestry:  Southern  Arapaho 

Rivers,  Ricky  D. 

#122-582 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  7/21/61 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Robison,  Earl  Henry 


#196-745 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  10/28/55 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rust,  3r.,  Paul 
CU-3171  D/B  12 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  4/12/73 


#A181-257 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/48 
Ancestry:  Ojibwe/Tuscarawaw 

Rosner,  3.  Toumak 

#91-B-04111 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 

Auburn,  NY  13021 

Date  of  Birth:  4/13/57 

Ancestry:  Cherokee/Choctaw 


Reynolds,  Randy 
#257-644 

NCI  15708  SR  78  W 
Caldwell,  OH  43724 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 


Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

3anet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66050 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Nov  1999  21:21:14  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  130 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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For  the  INDIAN  HELPER.] 
THANKSGIVING. 


For  life  - and  life  is  more  than  meat; 

For  health  of  body,  more  than  raiment; 
For  skilful  hands  and  willing  feet; 

For  love  of  work  and  not  of  payment  - 


For  these,  0 Lord  of  all,  we  raise 

Our  thankful  hearts  in  prayer  and  praise! 


For  Conscience,  lighting  all  our  sky; 

For  Duty,  sweeter  far  than  pleasure; 
For  strength  to  live,  and  grace  to  die. 
And  joy  in  service  beyond  measure  - 
For  all  that  makes  man's  life  divine. 
Shepherd  of  souls,  the  praise  be  thine! 
ELAINE  GOODALE  EASTMAN 


WHAT  HAVE  INDIANS  TO  BE  THANKFUL  FOR? 


Before  the  HELPER  shall  reach  its  readers  another  time,  the  nation 
will  have  celebrated  Thanksgiving  Day. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  issued  a proclamation  setting  apart 
Thursday,  November  30th  as  a general  thanksgiving  day,  - a time  to  give 
thanks  for  the  bountiful  blessings  we  have  received  as  a people. 

The  Governors  of  the  various  States  did  the  same  thing,  and  set  apart 
the  same  day;  and  so  next  Thursday  will  be  a State  and  national  holiday, 
and  a day  of  feasting  and  pleasure  as  well  as  Thanksgiving. 

But  how  about  the  Indians  on  their  reservations? 

Do  they  belong  to  the  nation?  Do  they  belong  to  the  State? 

If  they  are  citizens  there  is  no  question  about  it;  they  come  under 
the  same  proclamations  as  all  other  citizens. 

But  if  they  are  not  citizens,  then  what  are  they? 

Some  call  the  Indians  wards  of  the  Government,  and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  blame  the  spirited  Indian  students  and 
those  who  have  passed  out  as  graduates  or  non-graduates  for  resenting 
the  same. 

But  no  young  Indian  will  be  called  a ward  of  the  Government  when  he 
demonstrates  to  the  world  that  he  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  without 
ANY  support  save  what  he  gets  by  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow. 

This  view  of  Pueblo  Indian  women  trudging  along,  under  the  weight  of 
heavy  burdens  and  with  solemn,  bowed  heads  covered  with  blankets, 
shutting  out  the  light  of  day  and  of  education,  tells  a sad  story. 

[photo  -caption/  "Pueblo  Women  - Seen  on  the  Sante  Fe  Route,  New 
Mexico. " ] 

The  writer  has  seen  Indian  women  carrying  loads  of  hay,  under  which 
ordinary  people  would  stagger,  making  veritable  horses  of  themselves; 
and  for  a woman  to  get  such  a great  load  upon  her  back,  she  would  pass  a 
strap  over  her  head  and  lie  down  on  her  back  upon  the  load;  then  with  an 
almost  super-human  effort  throw  herself  upon  her  feet,  toppling  with  the 
weight  until  she  got  her  balance;  and  as  the  moving  object  passed  out  of 
sight,  one  could  see  an  animate  load  of  hay  with  two  moccasined  feet, 
but  no  women. 

There  are  hundreds  of  Indian  women  still  in  darkness  and  carrying  just 
such  loads. 

They  know  no  better.  And  what  have  THEY  to  be  thankful  for? 

The  Indian  girls  of  this  period  are  learning  better  ways.  When  they 
become  women  they  will  not  have  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
creatures  in  the  picture. 

They  are  learning  how  to  carry  loads  of  responsibility,  (not  of  hay,) 
in  a way  that  is 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 


boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


People  who  say:  "Let  people  think  what  they  will,  I care  little  what 
they  think,"  are  generally  the  ones  who  care  most  what  people  think. 
The  fact  is,  we  are  obliged  to  care  what  people  think  whether  we  think 
we  care  or  not. 


It  will  take  70  turkeys  or  about  700  pounds  to  give  the  student  body  a 
Thanksgiving  feast,  but  a feast  they  must  have  for  they  deserve  it.  As 
a body  of  students  they  have  been  faithful  and  earnest  in  study  and 
work,  and  good  in  conduct. 


There  are  six  more  days  before  the  close  of  the  contest  for  the  $25 
prize.  Three  or  four  of  the  contestants  are  running  so  closely  together 
in  numbers  that  the  race  is  becoming  exceedingly  interesting.  We  expect 
some  long  lists  this  week.  All  names  reaching  us  before  midnight  of 
Thursday  the  30th  will  be  counted. 


The  concert  by  the  Band  in  the  Opera  House,  on  Wednesday  evening  was 
pronounced  to  be  the  best  they  have  ever  given.  The  Band  is  improving 
daily.  William  Paris  Chambers'  cornet  solos  were  highly  appreciated. 

He  is  one  of  the  great  cornet  artists  of  the  world,  and  the  privilege  to 
hear  him  was  a great  one.  The  Band  had  rehearsed  with  him  but  twice, 
and  yet  accompanied  his  difficult  selections  without  a hitch. 


A few  who  wished  to  help  some  one  on  the  contest  have  sent  in  names 
and  said  "Add  to  any  list  you  wish".  We  cannot  show  partiality,  hence 
have  added  the  names  to  no  list.  There  is  time  yet  for  any  one  wishing 
to  help.  Send  even  ONE  name,  and  say  to  whom  we  shall  give  the  credit. 
One  name  may  win  the  prize,  numbers  are  running  so  closely.  Those 
having  over  fifty  are:  Miss  Mary  Shields,  Carlisle;  Irving  F.  Merill, 
Moore  Station,  Pa;  Dacob  Rhule,  Pittsburg,  Pa;  George  Muscoe,  here; 
Howard  Gansworth,  Princeton  University,  N.D.;  Palageia  Tutikoff, 
Emigsville,  Pa;  Bertha  Fritz,  Oak  Lane,  Philadelphia. 

A visitor  asked  of  a printer  not  long  since:  "Why  do  you  learn  the 
printer's  trade?  There  is  not  one  reservation  in  a hundred  where  you 
can  follow  that  trade."  The  printer  simply  smiled  at  the  visitor  who 
had  not  yet  learned  that  Carlisle  is  not  educating  Indians  specially  for 
reservation  life.  The  one  good  thing  about  the  printer's  trade  is  that 
very  fact.  To  follow  the  business  at  which  they  are  able  to  make  a 
living,  the  boys  MUST  leave  the  reservation  and  stand  by  the  side  of 
MEN. 


The  Red  Man  has  taken  upon  its  editorial  staff  the  well-known  writer, 
Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  whose  experiences  as  Supervisor  of  Indian 
Schools  in  South  Dakota,  and  life  among  the  Indians  in  their  camps  will 
add  a value  to  the  contents  of  the  paper  that  will  be  highly 
appreciated.  The  Red  Man  will  hereafter  be  issued  regularly  on  the 
fifteenth  of  the  month,  and  will  contain  reading  matter  that  every 
person  in  the  land  who  is  interested  in  Indian  affairs  cannot  well  do 
without.  The  best  thought  of  the  best  writers  upon  the  Indian  question, 
and  accurate  information  official  and  otherwise,  concerning  current 


events  among  Indians  will  be  given.  Fifty  cents  a yean.  Address,  Red 
Man,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Colonel  Walter  C.  Marmon,  of  Laguna,  New  Mexico,  is  dead,  and  the 
Laguna  Indians  aave  lost  a most  valuable  friend.  Colonel  Marmon  was 
well  known  to  several  at  Carlisle,  and  the  news  was  received  with  a 
shock.  He  has  nieces  and  nephews  attending  our  school.  Colonel  Marmon 
was  a man  well  known  in  New  Mexico,  and  has  a large  circle  of  friends. 

He  was  an  Ohio  man  and  a soldier  of  prominence  in  the  Civil  War.  In 
1868,  he  went  to  New  Mexico  on  a surveying  expedition,  and  in  time 
married  a daughter  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Laguna  Pueblo.  He  has 
been  honored  with  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  the  Pueblo  several 
times,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  instruments  in  the  splendid  progress  the 
Pueblos  have  made. 


On  Tuesday  evening.  Rev.  F.W.  Merrill,  of  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  the 
Episcopalian  Missionary  there,  who  is  doing  all  he  can  for  those  people, 
entertained  us  with  some  excellent  views  of  the  Oneida  reservation. 

Some  of  the  homes  thrown  upon  the  screen  showed  progress,  and  would 

compare  with  the  average  western  homes.  But  there  is  one  thing  about 
the  Indian  home  among  Indians.  The  writer  has  visted  the  Oneidas 
several  times,  and  was  struck  as  she  was  driving  along  from  the  railroad 
point  to  the  reservation,  at  the  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  country 
the  moment  the  line  was  crossed.  On  the  "Caucasian"  side  there  was 
thrift,  business  push  and  enterprise  in  the  very  atmosphere,  and  the 
farms  looked  clean  and  were  well  kept,  roads  and  bridges  were  good.  On 
the  Indian  side  of  the  line,  while  there  were  some  very  nice  homes  and  a 
few  as  good  as  any  we  saw  anywhere,  the  general  aspect  was  rather 

discouraging.  There  was  a slowness  in  the  air,  a lack  of  the  life  that 

shows  INDIVIDUAL  prosperity.  It  was  a community  of  one  kind  of  people 
held  down  to  their  own  peculiar  notions.  Nearly  all  travelers  notice 
this,  and  the  settlers  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  reservation  speak  of 
it  freely.  Now,  what  is  lacking? 
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Sharpen  your  carving  knives. 

Sewing  bees  seem  to  be  in  fashion. 

Miss  Miller  spent  Sunday  in  Philadelphia. 

Walter  Marmon  is  learning  to  be  a typesetter. 

Drop  in  and  see  the  enthusiastic  little  sloyd  workers! 

Miss  Ely  has  purchased  a new  Smith  Premier  typewriter. 

Glad  to  see  some  of  our  ladies  sensibly  adopting  the  short,  rainy  day 
skirt . 

Marbles  are  now  the  rage  among  the  small  boys.  It  began  with  hickory 
nuts . 

Mr.  L.W.  Gardner,  of  Baltimore,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Senseney,  on 
Saturday. 

Miss  Inga  Ericson,  of  Chicago,  has  joined  the  clerical  force  in  Major 
Pratt's  office. 

The  juniors  have  written  some  very  entertaining  Indian  legends  as  a 
school  exercise. 

Mr.  Warner  witnessed  the  Dartmouth-Columbia  game  in  New  York,  last 
Saturday. 

Mr.  Beitzel  is  taking  a part  of  his  annual  leave,  and  visited 
Gettysburg  among  other  places. 

Our  first  and  second  football  teams  attended  the  Syracuse-Dickinson 
game  on  Wednesday  in  a body. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  has  gone  to  Washington  for  a few  days,  and  will  see  her 
little  son  and  other  relatives. 

The  reception  given  by  the  Susans  in  the  Gymnasium  last  Saturday 
evening  was  an  enjoyable  affair. 

Mr.  Snyder  will  have  the  business  management  of  the  game  tomorrow,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Thompson. 

We  are  glad  to  see  our  typo,  Myron  Moses,  out  and  around  again,  after 
a few  days'  experience  of  hospital  life. 


Maro,  on  Monday  night,  was  all  that  was  anticipated,  and  rarely  have 
our  students  spent  a more  enjoyable  evening. 

French  History  talks  still  continue  at  the  opening  exercises  of 
school,  with  one  day  devoted  to  a resume  of  the  news  of  the  week. 

The  man  who  thinks  that  "the  only  good  Indian  is  a dead  one,"  should 
become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wright,  the  Choctaw  Evangelist. 

The  Glee  Club  boys  "did  themselves  proud"  in  their  singing  at  the  Band 
Concert  on  Wednesday  evening.  Great  credit  is  due  Prof.  Bland  for  the 
way  he  has  brought  out  their  voices. 

"My  mother  who  is  in  her  81st  year  reads  your  most  interesting  little 
paper  aloud  to  the  family  every  week,"  says  a Middletown  subscriber. 

Nina  Carlisle  has  found  a pleasant  home,  she  says,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  River.  She  seems  to  enjoy  her  work,  her  school  and  life  in 
general . 

Rev.  Wright's  rendition  of  "The  Holy  City"  on  Sunday  afternoon  was 
beautiful,  and  made  a lasting  impression. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bentz  of  Carlisle  and  friend  from  Newville  were  among  the 
interested  visitors  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Our  neighbor's  turkeys  are  making  morning  calls  these  days,  no  doubt 
looking  into  thanksgiving  prospects. 

The  Syracuse  University  team  who  defeated  Dickinson  on  Wednesday 
visited  our  school  before  going  into  battle. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  spent  Thursday  night  in  Mercersburg  where  the 
Major  addressed  an  audience  on  the  Indians. 

Miss  Richenda  H.  Pratt's  Wilson  College  friends  - Misses  Kemp,  Cope 
and  Roberts  - came  home  with  her  to  spend  Sunday. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Band  and  Company  C Will  meet  in  a football 
contest,  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  They  were  the  winning  teams  last 
Saturday. 

Invincibles,  tonight:  Mrs.  Cook  and  Miss  Wood;  Standards,  Miss 
Campbell  and  some  one  in  Mrs.  Dorsett's  place;  Susans,  Misses  Cochran 
and  Weekley. 

General  L.A.  Dodd,  of  Baltimore,  a prominent  soldier  in  the  Civil  War 
was  here  Monday,  renewing  old  acquaintances  of  the  town.  He  is  a friend 
of  Major  Pratt. 

Company  B and  Company  C met  each  other  in  football  Saturday  monring, 
the  latter  winning  by  a score  of  10-5.  In  the  afternoon  the  Band  beat 
Company  A by  a score  of  10-0. 

Stick  the  fork  astride  the  breast  bone  of  the  turkey  to  be  carved,  and 
do  not  remove  it  till  the  bird  is  cut  up.  Cut  all  around  it  - first  the 
wings  and  legs  off,  then  begin  to  slice. 

Mr.  Standing  has  been  spending  a very  enjoyable  fortnight  in  the  town 
of  Gettysburg,  looking  up  interesting  old  records  and  getting  accurate 
information  about  the  famous  battle. 

Mrs.  Thompson  is  reported  as  dangerously  ill,  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  where 
she  has  been  visiting.  Mr.  Thompson  left  for  Albany  on  Tuesday,  as  soon 
as  he  received  the  startling  information. 

We  play  Oberlin  College  tomorrow  on  our  own  athletic  field,  and  an 
interesting  and  close  game  is  expeccted.  Hundreds  of  people  from  towns 
around  are  expected,  and  special  rates  on  trains  have  been  arranged. 

Miss  Mary  P.  layne,  who  is  working  among  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe 
Indians,  Oklahoma,  has  a good  word  now  and  then  to  say  of  some  of  the 
returned  boys  and  girls  who  are  home  from  schools  outside  of  the 
reservation . 

Some  of  the  needed  rain  arrived  on  Wednesday  night.  Water  is  so 
scarce  throughout  this  eastern  country  that  many  paper  mills  have  had  to 
shut  down  or  run  on  half  time,  and  paper  has  taken  a jump. 

Does  it  cost  ten  cents  worth  of  time  to  save  two  cents  worth  of  paper 
or  string?  Then  time  may  be  better  spent.  Common  sense  is  necessary 
even  in  such  things  as  saving.  But  let  us  ever  keep  in  mind  that 
"Wilful  WASTE  brings  woeful  want." 

Rev.  Frank  Hall  Wright,  the  Choctaw  Evangelist,  and  friend.  Rev.  Dr. 
Harsha,  of  New  York  City,  were  with  us  on  Sunday,  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
where  they  will  engage  in  evangelistic  work.  Mr.  Wright  preached 
another  of  his  magnetic  sermons  bringing  the  desire  to  the  hearts  of 


many,  to  do  and  to  be  better. 
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less  torturous,  less  like  a beast  of  burden.  The  light  of  education 
cheers  and  comforts  them  as  they  move  along  through  life. 

They  are  having  better  opportunities  than  their  mothers  had,  and  we 
believe  they  are  truly  thankful  for  the  same. 

All  with  sufficient  intelligence  to  contemplate  the  vital  questions 
pertaining  to  their  own  welfare,  are  begining  to  realize  that  the 
"night"  for  the  Indian  "is  far  spent  and  the  day  is  at  hand"  for  them  to 
"cast  off  the  works  of  darkness  and  to  put  on  the  armour  of  light;"  and 
they  are  DOING  This  as  fast  as  opportunity  affords,  and  as  fast  as  the 
hindrances  (which  seem  to  loom  up  where  a way  opens  for  the  Indian  to 
get  OUT)  can  be  overcome. 

They  are  taking  on  this  armour  of  light  through  the  civilized  home  and 
family. 

They  are  taking  it  on  through  the  schools  of  the  country,  in  which 
today  hundreds  of  Carlisle  students  are  studying  by  the  side  of  white 
boys  and  girls,  and  playing  with  them  in  their  games. 

The  Indian  have  many  things  to  be  thankful  for,  and  above  all  they 
have  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  GRAND  opportunities  that  are  opening 
up  for  them  to  escape  the  darkness  that  some  people  are  laboring 
uselessly,  to  dispel  by  the  keyhole  process. 


SHE  REPORTED. 


One  of  the  little  Indian  girls  of  teh  Regina  Indian  School,  says 
Progress,  was  left  in  the  kitchen  with  instructions  to  report  as  soon  as 
the  kettle  was  boiling. 

In  a little  while  she  came  running  into  her  mistress  saying: 

"Finished  smoking  big  tea-pot." 


Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 
Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  won  16-5. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge; lost,  22-10. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica;  won,  32-0. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York,  lost  12-0. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


TWENTY  FIVE  DOLLARS!!!  The  person  sending  us  the  most  subscriptions 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  1899,  will  receive  in  cash  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  certain  easy  rules  and  restrictions 
which  must  be  followed.  Send  for  them  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  enter 
the  contest. 


A FEW  CONUNDRUMS  GOOD  FOR  THANKSGIVING  DINNER. 


What  two  letters  express  the  most  agreeable  people  in  the  world?  U 
and  I . 

What  did  a blind  man  take  at  a Thanksgiving  dinner  which  restored  his 
sight?  A cup  and  saucer  (saw,  sir.) 

What  is  the  best  key  to  a good  dinner?  Turkey. 

Where  would  the  devil  go  to  get  a new  tail?  Where  they  re-tail  bad 
spirits . 

When  can  you  carry  water  in  a sieve?  When  it  is  ice. 

What  is  the  hardest  conundrum?  Life,  because  all  have  to  give  it  up. 

What  two  beans  can  every  lady  have  near  at  hand?  El-bows. 

What  is  more  moist  than  a young  lady  with  a waterfall  on  her  head,  a 
cataract  in  her  eye,  a little  lake  on  each  cheek,  high-tied  shoes,  and  a 
crick  in  her  back?  A young  lady  with  a notion  (an  ocean)  in  her  head. 

Why  are  icy  pavements  like  music?  If  you  don't  C sharp  you  will  B 


flat . 

If  you  were  to  throw  a white  stone  into  the  Red  Sea,  what  would  it 
become?  Wet. 

How  many  apples  were  eaten  in  the  Garden  of  Eden?  Eve  ATE,  and  Adam, 
TOO,  and  the  devil  WON  - Elevn  in  all. 

In  what  does  Miss  Ely  take  her  Thanksgiving  olives?  In  cider  - (side 
her) . 

Why  can  Satan  never  be  civil?  Because  the  Imp  o'  Darkness  can  never 
be  Imp  o ' Light . 

What  is  Hobson's  choice?  Mrs.  Hobson. 


NO  PLACE  FOR  A YOUNG  GIRL. 


An  Indian  girl  sadly  writes  as  follows: 

The  reserve  is  no  place  for  girls.  It  is  full  of  temptations.  How 
much  would  I give  now  to  go  out  of  it,  to  wander  away  from  it,  to 
somewhere  I don't  know  where.  Dear  knows  how  much  I regret  coming  to 
the  reserve.  -Progress. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  12,  10,  6 is  made  of  water. 

My  9,  3,  14  is  what  every  boy  cannot  help  being. 

My  1,  8,  13,  11,  4 is  what  a boat  may  do. 

My  9,  2,  5 is  what  small  girls  do  some  times  when  dollly's  head  gets 
broken . 

My  7,  3 is  what  Indians  are  called. 

My  whole  is  what  will  soon  be  over  at  the  Carlisle  Indian  school  for 
this  year! 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

"RE : Headed  Home  to  the  Rez"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Nov  1999  19:19:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : headed  home  to  the  rez 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Chris  was  bent  on  going  home  by  Thanksgiving.  He  had  his  bag  and  was 
headed  from  San  Franciso  to  the  rez.  It  was  snowing  way  back  then,  so 
he  hit  road  and  hitchhiked  home  heading  east.  He  had  been  drafted  and 
found  that  the  one  think  he  missed  most  of  all  were  clean  socks.  The 
jungle  heat  and  being  continually  wet  in  the  Delta  of  Vietnam  started 
rotting  his  socks  before  they  even  got  to  his  feet.  It  seems  that 
somehow  they  knew  they  would  start  to  fall  apart  as  soon  as  him  Mom 
sent  them  to  him.  He  was  always  looking  for  wool  socks,  just  a good 
pair  of  socks  he  could  get  wet  all  the  time. 

He  got  a chance  for  leave  and  took  it  going  home  back  to  the  rez.  If 
he  pushed  he  could  get  there  by  Thanksgiving.  The  buses  were  full  and 
there  was  not  train.  He  tried  to  get  on  standby  at  the  base  maybe  to 
catch  a flight  but  they  were  full.  So  he  just  got  on  the  road  and 
headed  out. 

Getting  on  the  road  he  seemed  to  walk  forever,  catching  rides  here  and 
there,  not  real  long  ones  but  they  helped.  It  started  to  get  cold  and 
there  was  storm  clouds  ahead  and  he  wrapped  himself  in  his  pea  coat  and 
continued.  When  you  are  walking  like  that  the  wet  slowly  sinks  in,  the 
cold  just  wraps  itself  around  you  and  when  the  breeze  comes  you  can 
feel  it.  The  bag  gets  heavy  and  you  shift  from  side  to  side,  this  is 
how  it  is.  You  hope  for  ride  and  take  it  anyway  you  can  get  it.  He 
walked  all  nite  and  finally  got  to  Reno.  He  got  a bite  to  eat  and 
looked  around,  the  casinos  called  him. 

He  looked  for  a 64  Chevy,  because  in  country  all  you  talk  about  is 
getting  some  wheels  under  you  and  driving  it  around  once  you  get  home. 


He  thought  about  driving  a convertible,  a blue  one  with  the  top  down, 
his  buddies  Circle  K,  Tom  Mix  and  Wiley  would  all  do  that  when  they  got 
back.  He  laughed  at  the  thought  of  them  driving  down  the  main  drag  here 
with  the  top  down  and  their  hair  frozen  to  their  heads  because  it  was 
too  cold  to  do  that,  but  thinking  about  it  they  would  probably  have 
done  it  anyway. 

Catching  a ride  with  a family  from  Pyramid  Lake  they  fed  him  and  gave 
him  a place  to  sleep  for  the  nite,  they  were  Paiutes  and  treated  him 
like  he  was  one  of  the  family.  He  slept  for  a little  bit,  getting  up 
early.  The  father  gave  him  a ride  in  the  old  52  Ford  to  Winnemucca  and 
so  he  went  on  waving  to  him  as  he  headed  down  the  road. 

It  was  cold  and  rides  were  slow,  before  long  sunset  was  coming  and 
another  cold  night,  but  he  kept  going  on.  The  clothes  he  wore  were  dark 
but  somehow  he  caught  a ride  with  a trucker  and  got  to  sleep  a little 
bit.  He  had  some  coffee  at  the  greasy  spoon  and  got  back  on  the  road 
telling  the  waitress  he  had  to  get  home.  She  tore  up  the  check  and 
said,  go  one  get  out  of  here.  Smiling  at  him  as  he  left. 

Thanksgiving  at  home  the  family  was  up  early.  Mom  thawed  a turkey  and 
stuffed  it  putting  in  the  oven  to  cook  all  day.  Her  husband  was  feeding 
the  two  horses  in  the  field  making  sure  they  did  not  suffer  too  much 
from  the  cold  and  snow  outside.  The  little  girl  in  the  bedroom  got  up 
and  walked  around  sleepy  eyed  looking  outside  at  the  snow  falling.  She 
went  back  to  her  room  and  crawled  back  in  the  warm  covers.  This  was  a 
small  community  of  200  or  so  on  the  rez,  just  one  street  and  place  was 
pretty  simple. 

Old  man  Scabby  and  his  wife  Sarah  came  from  a little  ways  and  brought 
pumpkin  pie,  not  just  a pie  but  the  old  fashioned  kind  that  was  pretty 
big.  Sarah  when  she  was  young  had  found  the  mother  as  a baby  dumped  in 
trash  heap  by  the  store  and  brought  her  home.  Putting  the  baby  in  the 
oven  to  warm  up  and  raised  her  as  her  own.  The  baby's  mother  could  not 
take  care  of  her,  so  she  became  Sarah's.  Now  she  had  a family  with  a 
son  in  Vietnam.  It  was  warm  inside  and  the  potatoes  were  peeled,  cut 
into  little  pieces.  The  little  girl  liked  this  because  Old  man  Scabby 
would  stand  on  the  side  of  the  stove  and  fry  up  the  potato  skins  and 
she  and  him  would  munch  on  them  while  her  mom  and  Sarah  fixed  the 
table.  The  squash  was  cooked,  and  corn  was  boiled  and  everything  was 
ready.  It  was  getting  toward  three  or  so,  when  they  sat  down  to  eat. 

The  old  man  could  see  out  the  window  and  saw  the  figure  of  a man 
walking  down  the  road.  It  was  snowing  and  the  wind  was  blowing.  The 
outline  of  the  person  out  there  was  unusual  and  so  he  said,  look  there 
is  someone  out  there.  Where  would  a person  be  going  on  a day  like  this. 
Everybody  got  up  and  looked  outside,  crowding  around  the  window  to  take 
a look.  As  they  watched  he  turned  toward  the  house  and  walked  toward. 
They  could  not  see  his  face,  but  when  he  got  to  the  steps  they  went  to 
see  who  it  was.  He  did  not  knock,  just  walked  in  covered  with  frost. 

He  lifted  his  stocking  cap  and  turned  down  his  collar.  It  was  Chris. 

Oh,  the  look  on  his  mom's  face  and  they  all  were  surprised  to  see  him 
home  on  this  day.  He  knelt  down  and  swept  the  snow  from  his  duffel 
bag,  reaching  in  and  there  drew  out  a blue  and  white  teddy  bear.  He 
looked  at  his  little  sister,  standing  there  with  wonder  in  her  eyes  and 
said,  I came  all  this  way  just  give  this  to  you  and  he  gave  it  her.  So 
it  is  such  things  that  soldiers,  and  navy  men  come  home  and  it  is 
glorious  when  there  is  such  a homecoming. 

it  happened  in  1969  just  like  it  this.... 

- — "RE:  Poem:  To  a Kansas  Grandfather"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Sep  1997  10:46:53  -0400 
From:  "EREC  - Fort,  Don"  <DFORT@nciinc . com> 

(by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 

Sub j : Sardine  and  Peanut  butter  sandwich 

The  following  is  offered  by  a Warrior  of  the  People... I post  this  with 
Gratitude  for  his  Words.. -Ish 


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


To  a Kansas  Grandfather 

Wake  up  Grandfather  - Tis  time  that  you  moved  -You  can't  stay  where  you  are 

Hated  to  wake  you  to  Disturb  your  slumber 
But  it  seems  that  you're  in  the  way 
Everyone  has  to  walk  around  you 

You  went  to  sleep  long  ago  And  this  is  a new  day. 

I know  this  is  your  home  And  you  were  resting  in  peace 
But  now  wake  up  You're  moving  away 
To  a new  home  To  new  relatives  in  a new  land 
They  now  claim  your  bones  now  isn't  that  grand? 

Wake  up  Grandfather  - Tis  time  that  you  moved  -You  can't  stay  where  you  are 

Wake  up  Grandfather  Now  don't  start  to  cry 
We  need  the  space  That  you  now  occupy 
To  set  up  casinos  And  houses  of  chance 
The  future  is  now  - no  backwards  glance 

Wake  up  Grandfather  its  no  big  deal 
We  need  your  space  for  the  roulette  wheel 
We  need  the  space  That  you  now  occupy 
Wake  up  Grandfather  Now  don't  start  to  cry 
The  choice  was  simple 
Was  between  you  or  "I" 

Your  loving  children 
The  Wyandotte  of  Oklahoma 

Adonaset 
Walk  in  Harmony 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Dec  99  06:06:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  12-18 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

12 

Welcome  new  possibilities  --  they  are  the  zest  of  life. 

13 

Enjoy  your  dreams,  for  they  come  from  a very  special  part  of  you. 

14 

Be  creative  in  every  aspect  of  your  life. 

15 

Expect  fulfillment,  and  you  will  achieve  it. 

16 

Help  others  to  achieve  their  goals. 

17 

Banish  winter  from  your  spirit,  and  spring  will  fill  the  void. 

18 

Every  season  of  life  has  its  virtues. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  6 December  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

December  11  - 12 

Tanasi  Ma'tera'  Traditional  Powwow 
Cumberland  University 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Proceeds  to  defray  legal  expenses  trying  to 
halt  desecration  of  our  Ancestors  resting  place 
(615)  365-9050 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Mon,  6 Dec  1999  14:09:34  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Important  Event 

Dale  Mitchell 

563  Watson  Branch  Drive 

Franklin,  TN  37064 

Dear  friends  & fellow  Native  Americans, 

I am  writing  this  letter  to  inform  you  of  a very  important  event  that 
will  be  coming  up  shortly  in  the  Middle  Tennessee  area.  That  event  is  the 
Tanasi  Ma'Ter'a  Pow  Wow  at  Cumberland  University  in  Lebanon.  Instructions 
on  reaching  the  pow  wow  are  included  on  a seperate  page  enclosed  in  this 
mailing. 

Why  is  this  an  important  event?  Because  it  is  connected  to  an  ongoing 
struggle  between  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  Native  Peoples  who  make 
their  home  here.  The  background  of  this  struggle  will  be  dileneated  in 
the  following  paragraphs: 

For  several  years,  the  state  of  Tennessee  --  especially  the  Department 
of  Transportation  and  the  Department  of  Archaeology  --  have  treated  the 
remains  of  pre-contact  Native  Americans  as  though  they  were  no  more  than 
a geophysical  oddity  of  the  terrain;  to  be  dug  up,  studied,  and  stored  in 
a box  somewhere;  or  to  be  re-located  or  otherwise  disposed  of  when  in  the 
way  of  "progress." 

The  Department  of  Transportation  (TDOT)  and  other  agencies  of  the  state, 
as  well  as  private  developers  with  cash  to  throw  around,  have  shown  little 
or  no  respect  for  our  Ancestors  who  sleep  beneath  the  earth.  If  an 
ancient  Native  American  cemetery  was  located  in  the  vicinity  of  a planned 
development  or  road  project,  the  developer  or  TDOT  would  go  before  the 
local  Chancery  Court  and  ask  for  Termination  of  Cemetery.  In  times  past, 
this  was  almost  always  granted;  but,  in  Dune  of  this  year  (1999),  the 
chance  for  a different  outcome  finally  arose. 

TDOT  was  in  the  midst  of  launching  a road-widening  project  at  the 


intersection  of  Hillsboro  Road  and  Old  Hickory  Boulevard  when  they 
encountered  a number  of  ancient  burials.  This  project  straddled  the  line 
between  Davidson  & Williamson  Counties,  so  TDOT  had  to  go  before  the 
Chancery  Court  of  each  county  to  seek  permission  to  terminate  the 
cemetery.  The  Williamson  County  judge,  Russ  Heldman,  instructed  TDOT  to 
notify  any  interested  parties,  and  gave  the  Department  a list  of  Native 
American  groups  to  contact.  Thus,  when  the  hearing  date  was  set,  several 
First  Nations  people  from  Middle  Tennessee  and  elsewhere  filled  the 
courtroom. 

This  was  an  unprecedented  occurance,  as  never  before  had  we  been  given  a 
chance  to  speak  for  the  Ancestors.  After  a number  of  us  rose  and  spoke  out 
against  the  termination  of  the  cemetery,  Dudge  Heldman  certified  15 
individuals  and  a spokesperson  for  the  Tennessee  Commision  on  Indian 
Affairs  (TCIA)  as  Interested  Parties.  TDOT,  represented  by  the  State 
Attorney  Generals  Office,  immediately  sued  the  Interested  Parties,  while 
simultaneously  protesting  their  standing  in  court. 

Lawyers  were  procured  for  the  upcoming  court  battle,  which  was  decided 
in  favor  of  the  Defendants.  The  AG's  office  and  TDOT  immediately  filed  for 
an  emergency  appeal.  Briefs  are  currently  being  filed  by  both  sides,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Apellate  Court  is  being  awaited.  Meanwhile,  the  judge 
in  Davidson  County  has  taken  something  of  a "wait-and-see"  approach  in 
her  court,  choosing  to  see  how  the  appeal  of  Williamson  County  ruling 
turns  out  before  proceeding  at  full  steam. 

Regardless  of  how  the  appeal  turns  out,  it  is  expected  that  the  battle 
will  resume  until  it  ends  up  in  the  state's  Supreme  Court.  Therefore,  it 
is  important  that  we  be  able  to  raise  the  funds  to  pay  our  lawyers  to 
continue  the  fight.  That  is  the  purpose  of  the  upcoming  pow  wow.  At  this 
late  a juncture,  I know  many  who  receive  this  letter  may  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  pow  wow;  and  I apologize  for  not  getting  this  letter  off 
sooner. 

But  you  can  still  contribute  to  the  Defense  Fund  by  sending  a donation 
to:  Tanasi  Ma'Ter'a  Defense  Fund,  c/o  Suntrust  Bank,  Attention  of 
Johnathan  Walker,  4809  Old  Hickory  Boulevard,  Hermitage,  TN  37076. 

Your  prayers  and  words  of  encouragement  are  also  welcome.  You  may  send 
your  comments  to  the  address  at  the  head  of  this  letter  or  contact  me  via 
e-mail  at  wanige@aol.com. 

With  Sincere  Appreciation,  Dale  Mitchell 

Here's  the  pow  wow  info: 

Dec.  11-12:  Tanasi  Ma'Ter'a  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University, 
in  Lebanon;  off  1-40,  Hwy.  70  East,  off  South  Tarver.  The  pow  wow  will  be 
held  inside  the  Dallas  Ford  Recreation  Center  & Gymnasium.  Hours:  10am  - 
8pm  Saturday;  10am  - 5pm  Sunday.  GE:  12:45pm  each  day.  Admission:  $3.00 
adults,  $2.00  ages  6-12,  $1.00  ages  60  & over,  free  for  ages  5 & under. 

MC:  Lou  White  Eagle;  HM:  Grady  Jones;  HL:  Sheila  Jones;  HND:  Bull  Run 
Singers;  Co-host  Drums:  Buffalo  Heart  & Eagle  Scouts;  ST:  Rogers  Clinch. 
There  will  be  Indian  foods,  arts  & crafts,  live  music,  intertribal 
dancing,  and  educational  programs  focusing  on  Southeastern  Tribes.  All 
dancers  welcome!  Proceeds  from  this  event  go  towards  the  legal  fees 
involved  in  the  court  battle  to  keep  the  Tennessee  Department  of 
Transportation  from  terminating  a Native  American  burial  ground.  Your 
support  at  the  pow  wow  would  be  greatly  appreciated!  For  more  information, 
call  (615)  365-9044  or  (615)  871-0940. 


Date:  Wed,  1 Dec  1999  11:03:10  EST 
From:  BrentMD@aol.com 

Sub j : Dec  10  + 11:  World's  1st  Symphonic  Powwow  !! 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
Never  Before  Have  You  Experienced 
Something  Like  This! 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
December  10-11,  1999 

The  New  Mexico  Symphony  Orchestra  Presents  . . . 

"New  World  / New  Mexico  / New  Century  " 


Brent  Michael  Davids  performs  in  the 

World  Premiere  of  his  Symphony  No.l 

PAUWAU : A GATHERING  OF  NATIONS  (FOR  MC  AND  ORCHESTRA) 

* David  Lockington,  Conductor 

* New  Mexico  Symphony  Chorus 

* Brent  Michael  Davids,  Crystal  Flute 

* Sammy  Tone-Kei  White,  Emcee 
Popejoy  Hall,  University  of  New  Mexico 
Dec  10  at  8:00  PM  - Dec  11  at  6:00  PM 

Info:  (505)  881-8999  or  1-800-251-NMSO  statewide. 

Tickets:  1-800-905-3315  or  www.protix.com. 
-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
PAUWAU:  A GATHERING  OF  NATIONS 
(For  M.C.  And  Orchestra) 

Original  Score  by  Brent  Michael  Davids, 
c.1999.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

Featuring: 

David  Lockington,  Conductor; 

New  Mexico  Symphony  Chorus; 

Sammy  Tone-Kei  White,  Powow  M.C.; 

Brent  Michael  Davids,  Quartz  Crystal  Flute; 

And,  Native  American  Dancers, 

with  staging  by  Choreographer  Peter  Pucci. 

1.  Welcome 

2.  Sunset  (Adagio) 

3.  Gourd  Dance 

4.  Grand  Entry 

5.  Flag  Song  (Fanfare) 

6.  Veteran  Song  (Memorial) 

7.  Interlude  One 

8.  Inter-Tribal  (Dance) 

9.  Tiny  Tots  Dance 

10.  Interlude  Two 

11.  Song  Cycle 

12.  Final  Contest  Song  (Dance) 

13.  Honor  Song 

14.  Prayer  Song 

15.  Grand  Exit 

The  world's  first  symphonic  powwow  bears  this  dedication: 

In  loving  memory  of  my  English  Grandparents  and  my  Mohican  Grandparents,  the 
last  of  which  traveled  to  a new  season  in  late  summer  of  1998.  And  to  my 
very  old  English  and  Mohican  relatives,  the  Pilgrim  who  Mayflowered  the 
ocean  to  land  on  Native  soil,  and  the  Native  who  was  there  to  meet  him. 

- Brent  Michael  Davids 

Brent  Michael  Davids  first  major  Symphony,  No.  1,  PauWau:  A Gathering  of 
Nations  is  subtitled  "a  day  in  the  life  of  a powwow."  Dust  as  one  hears 
the  Master  of  Ceremonies  at  a powwow,  his  voice  is  heard  throughout  the 
symphonic  work  as  well  --  to  direct,  explain,  announce  and  entertain.  In 
this  case,  the  M.C.  helps  direct  the  symphonic  powwow  event  along  with  the 
conductor.  The  orchestra  performs  music  that  portrays  the  typical  events  of 
a powwow  day  in  15  movements.  Sammy  "Tone-Kei"  White,  Kiowa,  of  Anadarko, 
Oklahoma,  was  chosen  to  be  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  for  PauWau  four  years 
ago,  when  the  work  was  in  its  infancy.  Tone-Kei  has  emceed  major  powwows 
since  the  late  1960 's,  including  Albuquerque's  famed  "Gathering  of  Nations" 
powwow.  Often  creating  specialized  instruments  for  his  compositions  from 
interesting  materials,  Davids  will  be  performing  on  a soprano  flute 
hand-made  from  quartz  crystal  by  Michael  Wheeler  and  Don  Galvin.  Now  his 
signature  instrument,  the  sounds  surging  from  Davids'  quartz  crystal  flute 
are  as  unique  as  they  are  haunting  in  beauty.  Davids'  use  of  extended 
instrumental  techniques  such  as  whispering  or  singing  as  he  plays,  combined 
with  sometimes  harsh  brittle  articulations,  sets  his  performances  apart  from 
other  Indigenous  flute  players  recording  today. 

Yet  there  is  another  aspect  of  Davids'  music  that  makes  Pauwau  unequaled. 
Although  there  is  a current  trend  among  modern  Non-Indian  composers  to 


borrow  Native  American  themes  for  use  in  their  music,  the  success  rate  has 
been  albeit  splotchy.  Despite  a long  history  of  symphonic  composers  looking 
for  Indigenous  inspiration,  including  Dvorak  and  others  as  far  back  as 
Rameau,  success  in  creating  true-to-life  Indigenous  music  has  been  limited 
to  a few  composers  such  as  the  established  Quapaw/Cherokee  composer.  Dr. 
Louis  Ballard.  What  sets  Davids'  work  apart  is  his  intense  familiarity  with 
Native  American  traditions,  and  his  expertise  as  a trained  experimental 
composer.  And  unlike  some  indigenous  performer's  beginning  ventures  into 
the  symphonic  a rena  where  the  music  is  written  out  by  non-Natives  (e.g., 
works  featuring  R.  Carlos  Nakai,  loanne  Shenandoah,  and  others)  --  every 
dot,  line  and  dash  of  PauWau  was  actually  put  on  the  page  by  Davids  himself. 
What  a Native  American  composer  knows  of  indigenous  life  is  more  exacting 
than  what  a non-Indian  composer  can  only  imagine  --  and  it  shows.  Written 
as  only  a Mohican  composer  could  write  it,  PauWau  is  a powerful  and 
enriching  mix  of  both  the  orchestral  tradition  and  Native  American  life. 
Davids  hopes  PauWau  will  introduce  orchestral  music  to  Native  American 
audiences  in  a familiar  way,  and  bring  an  understanding  of  the  powwow  to 
audiences  already  familiar  with  the  orchestral  repertoire.  PauWau  was 
commissioned  in  part  by  the  New  Mexico  Symphony  Orchestra  with  the  gracious 
assistance  of  Ralph  Berkowitz,  and  supported  in  part  by  the  Djerassi 
Resident  Artist  Program,  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and  others. 


Brent  Michael  Davids  is  a young  composer  whose  music  moves  between  the 
worlds  of  the  Kronos  Quartet,  Hoffrey  Ballet  and  Native  American  Song.  Mr. 
Davids,  a member  of  the  Mohican  Nation,  is  an  internationally  recognized 
Composer  whose  music  features  elements  of  Native  American  tribal  music 
combined  with  Western  compositional  techniques.  Davids  has  composed  for 
very  different  ensembles  and  genres  demonstrating  his  skill  and 
versatility  attained  from  his  classical  training,  and  often  uses 
traditional  Native  American  instruments  of  his  own  design  in  his  com 
positions,  including  flutes  made  of  quartz  crystal.  In  addition  to 
extensive  performances  of  his  works  in  the  US  and  abroad  by  the  Kronos 
Quartet  (The  Singing  Woods,  '94;  Turtle  People,  '95;  Native  American 
National  Anthem,  '96);  the  Hoffrey  Ballet  (Moon  of  the  Falling  Leaves, 

'91),  and  the  National  Symphony  Orchestra  (Canyon  Sunrise,  '95),  Davids 
has  received  numerous  awards  from  organizations  such  as  the  NEA,  Meet  the 
Composer,  ASCAP,  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and  the  Sundance  Institute. 
Davids  holds  a Bachelor  degree  and  Master  degree  in  composition  from 
Northern  Illinois  University  (1981)  and  Arizona  State  University  (1991) 
respectively.  In  1998,  Davids  was  invited  to  be  one  of  six  composers 
invited  to  Robert  Redford's  Sundance  Institute  Composers  Lab  where  he 
created  music  for  Sherman  Alexie's  upcoming  film  "Indian  Killer"  and 
received  shouting  applause  for  the  score.  Also,  he  was  featured  on  a 
segment  of  "CBS  Sunday  Morning"  with  Charles  Osgood  and  Eugenia  Zuckerman 
(1998).  Davids  recent  collaboration  with  Doe  Myers  has  resulted  in  a 
number  of  new  instrumental  songs  for  an  all  Quartz  Crystal  Flute  and 
Guitar  CD  called  "Doe  & the  Blue  Butterfly"  (1999).  In  addition  to  his 
recent  performances  at  Lincoln  Center  Out-Of-Doors  (NYC),  the  Native  Roots 
and  Rhythms  Festival  (Santa  Fe)  and  the  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian  (NYC),  Davids  is  hard  at  work  on  a new  project  --  The  Trial  Of 
Standing  Bear:  The  Opera!  --  for  the  Opera-Omaha  company  in  Omaha,  Nebraska 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0500 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  Fl-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 


Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Sat,  04  Dec  1999  11:40:09  -0500 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 
Sub j : jeff  ball  concert 

na-va ' -kee@ 

American  Indian  Trading  Post 
PRESENTS  IN  CONCERT  IN  STORE 
FLUTE  PLAYER 
IEFF  BALL 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER  11TH  ,1999 
7:00  pm  - 8:30  pm 

:eff  has  three  cds  available 

MIXED  BLOOD REVERENCE. . .WINDTAMMER 

FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

"Remember,  we  are  responsible  for  the  next  seven  generations. 
Honor  your  children's,  children's,  children. 

Honor  the  Earth,  and  those  not  yet  born" biah 


618  Hilltop  West  Shopping  Center  23451* 

(757) -425-7992 

FAX (7 57) 425 -2345  EMAIL  yona@infi.net 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-3an.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 


possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 


Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Judiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Linder  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  July  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 


Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  James,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Joseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Jane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 
Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 
NAU. 

Joan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.0.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


WindSpeaker  Guide  to  Indian  Country  Calendar  of  Events 

-December  2-5,  1999- 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Festival 
Skydome,  Toronto,  Ontario 

AMMSA  - Windspeaker,  15001  - 112  Avenue,  Edmonton  AB  T5M  2V6 
PH: 780 -45 5 -2700  FX: 780-455-7639  http://www.ammsa.com 


Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  12:48:15  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Winter  Pow  Wows 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 


>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

ru  ^ rw  ^ ru  \J  /V 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA,  ARKANSAS,  FLORIDA,  GEORGIA,  KENTUCKY,  LOUISIANA,  MARYLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI 
No  current  listings. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Dec.  21:  Winter  Solstice  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Festival, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 


OKLAHOMA 

Dec.  31:  Good  Medicine  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 
Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds,  Oklahoma  City.  Info:  Kathy  Stairs  (405)  751-7132 
or  goodmedicine@hotmail.com. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Dec.  11-12:  Tanasi  Ma'Ter'a  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University,  in 
Lebanon;  off  1-40,  Hwy.  70  East,  off  South  Tarver.  The  pow  wow  will  be  held 
inside  the  Dallas  Ford  Recreation  Center  & Gymnasium.  Hours:  10am  - 8pm 
Saturday;  10am  - 5pm  Sunday.  GE:  12:45pm  each  day.  Admission:  $3.00  adults, 
$2.00  ages  6-12,  $1.00  ages  60  & over,  free  for  ages  5 & under.  MC:  Lou  White 
Eagle;  HM:  Grady  Jones;  HL:  Sheila  Jones;  HND:  Bull  Run  Singers;  Co-host 
Drums:  Buffalo  Heart  & Eagle  Scouts;  ST:  Rogers  Clinch.  There  will  be  Indian 
foods,  arts  & crafts,  live  music,  intertribal  dancing,  and  educational 
programs  focusing  on  Southeastern  Tribes.  All  dancers  welcome!  Proceeds  from 
this  event  go  towards  the  legal  fees  involved  in  the  court  battle  to  keep  the 
Tennessee  Department  of  Transportation  from  terminating  a Native  American 
burial  ground.  Your  support  at  the  pow  wow  would  be  greatly  appreciated!  If 
you  cannot  attend,  but  would  like  to  contribute  to  the  defense  fund,  you  may 
send  your  donations  to:  Tanasi  Ma'Ter'a  Defense  Fund,  c/o  Suntrust  Bank 
[Attention:  Johnathan  Walker],  4809  Old  Hickory  Blvd.,  Hermitage,  TN  37076. 
For  more  information,  call  (615)  365-9044  or  (615)  871-0940. 


TEXAS,  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dec.  31  & Jan.  1-2:  Cedar  Lakes  New  Year's  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Cedar  Lakes 
Resort,  Ripley.  The  first  day  of  the  pow  wow,  Dec.  31,  is  open  to  Native 


Americans  only,  & closed  to  the  general  public.  Camp  grounds  are  nearby,  and 
rooms  are  available  at  a special  rate  of  $40.00  for  the  weekend.  Reservations 
should  be  made  in  advance.  Drums  for  the  event  include:  Our  Brothers  Drum, 
Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  Mystic  Lake  Singers.  Info:  Tony  Dennings  (304) 

548-6539  or  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

M.  Mucsuss  Robles  Cherokee  Prisoner,  Tye  Smith,  The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation, 
Leslie,  Gail  Russell,  Paul  Pureau,  Gayle  Swanson,  Robert  Quiver,  Dovely, 
Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler,  American  Indian  Movement, 
Robert  Dorman,  Dale  Mitchell,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes,  Martha  E Ture, 
Victor  Rocha,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  A Pictou,  Iordan  S Dill, 
Barbara  Landis,  Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Antoinette  Claypoole, 
Debra  Sanders,  Don  Fort  via  Ishgooda,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:15:44  2000 
Date:  Tue,  14  Dec  1999  19:12:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.051 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Passamaquoddy  frost  fish  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cheyenne  moon  when  wolves  run  together 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Hawaii-Info,  Minn-Ind, 
Triballaw,  Innu-L  & LPDC  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email 

http://www.charlotte.com/topnews/pub/nativelaw.htm 
http: //www. hen .org/1999/dec06/dir/Western_Uranium_ha . html 
http://www.angelfire.com/nm/userl/userl0 . html 
http: //members . stratos .net/epetras 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/Nat iveNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http: //aises . uthsesa . edu /discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http://nativenet.uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive.html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"You  will  see  many  tears  in  this  country.  Then  a great  wind  will 
come,  a wind  that  will  make  a hurricane  seem  like  a whisper.  It 
will  cleanse  the  earth  and  return  it  to  its  original  state.  That 
will  be  the  punishment  for  what  we've  done  to  the  Creation." 

Leon  Shanandoah,  Iroquois 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i j 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  j 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  ..  __  _+ 

j Dourney  j 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  ! 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

! i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  a deliberate  effort  to  keep  Leonard  Peltier's  name  out  of 
mainstream  media.  I believe  this,  though  I cannot  prove  it.  Please 
consider  all  the  many  times  there  have  been  signs  with  his  name  on  them, 
speakers  with  his  false  imprisonment  as  their  topic,  and  yet  not  a single 
image  or  soundbite  appeared  in  newspapers,  on  radio  or  television. 

There  is  a reason.  Lies  require  darkness.  They  especially  require  that 
truth  be  kept  in  darkness. 

Do  not  let  this  silence  you,  though.  Enough  voices  will  be  like  the 
ant  hill  a small  child  foolishly  keeps  capping  with  pebbles.  Eventually 
the  force  of  all  those  small  efforts  combine  to  open  a passage  through 
which  an  angry  hoard  can  then  stream. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


What  follows  is  a recount  of  one  recent  lapse  by  the  media.  It  shows 


such  breeches  do  occur,  and  it  is  important  that  we  continue  our  efforts 
to  make  such  occurrances  possible. 


Date:  Friday,  December  10,  1999  8:53  PM 
From:  IMBURGIA  <imburgia@WHIDBEY. COM> 

Subj : WOW!  Free  Leonard  Peltier/  Nelson  Mandella  News! 

I write  this  with  tears  of  joy  on  my  face!  I just  watched  a news  interview 
on  channel  5 ( KING  TV  ) out  of  Seattle.  The  cameras  focused  in  on  some 
Leonard  Peltier  demonstraters  with  their  big  sign.  Immediately,  security 
people  started  ushering  them  out.  Nelson  Mandella  was  in  the  middle  of  his 
speech,  but  he  stopped  and  said  something  like... I would  rather  you  allow 
those  people  to  stay!  I just  sat  there  feeling  so  grateful  for  such  a 
wonderful  man  who  made  such  a courageous  stand.  I had  NEVER  even  once  seen 
any  Free  Leonard  Peltier  signs  on  the  news... even  during  the  WTO  conflict  in 
Seattle. . .and  I was  watching  closely!  This  was  a FIRST!  At  least  to  my 
knowlege!  I am  overwhelmed  with  gratitude  to  Nelson  Mandella  who  served  27 
years  in  prison  for  being  innocent.  Surely,  he,  above  anyone  else,  knows 
Leonards  suffering. 

Surely  he,  above  anyone  else,  has  the  right  to  say  "STOP!"  Let  those  people 
stay!" 

BRAVO! 

Sincerely,  Spiritdove  ~v~ 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes.... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more. 
( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 
Mountain  Light  Center 
PO  Box  241 


Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8051 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible. 
Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolf star . com 
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RE:  Treasury  Kept  Backup  Copies  of  Deleted  Data 


Date:  Fri,  10  Dec  1999  05:08:16  -0500  (EST) 

From:  gswanson@charlotteobserver.com  () 

Subj : Please  check  out  this  story  on  charlotte.com 


http : //www. charlotte . com/topnews/pub/nativelaw. htm 


Posted  at  5:40  p.m.  EST  Thursday,  December  9,  1999 
Treasury  kept  backup  copies  of  deleted  data,  government  says 
By  MATT  KELLEY  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  Treasury  Department  kept  backup  copies  of  deleted 
computer  files  that  could  contain  evidence  in  a lawsuit  over  American 
Indian  trust  funds,  government  lawyers  said  Thursday. 

The  federal  lawyers  notified  a court-appointed  investigator  Tuesday  that 
Treasury  workers  had  deleted  computerized  check  records  more  than  seven 
years  old  in  Dune  1998.  The  Treasury  Department  has  been  under  a court 
order  since  1996  to  preserve  all  records  related  to  the  trust  accounts  for 
individual  Indians  at  the  core  of  the  multibillion  dollar  lawsuit. 

Treasury  Department  officials  did  more  checking  and  found  the  backup 
copies  of  the  data  deleted  in  1998,  Dustice  Department  lawyer  Brian 


Ferrell  wrote  to  the  investigator,  Alan  Balaran. 

"The  initial  fear  that  data  from  the  system  was  lost  was  unfounded," 
Ferrell  wrote. 

The  records  at  issue  would  help  lawyers  for  the  Indians  find  checks 
written  to  trust  fund  account  holders  during  parts  of  1990  and  1991. 

A group  of  Indians  is  suing  over  mismanagement  of  about  300,000  trust 
accounts  now  worth  about  $500  million.  The  accounts  hold  the  proceeds  of 
government-approved  leases  on  Indian  lands  for  activities  such  as  grazing, 
logging,  mining  or  oil  drilling. 

"RE : Agency  Boss  Slams  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Dec  1999  07:47:13  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  12-10-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Boss  slams  agency 
By  DIM  MYERS 
c.  Tulsa  World 
12/9/99 

The  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  says  its  clients  have  no  reason 
to  trust  the  government. 

WASHINGTON  --  The  Clinton  administration's  top-ranking  American  Indian 
said  Wednesday  that,  based  on  history,  neither  tribes  nor  American 
Indian  individuals  have  any  reason  to  think  that  the  federal  government 
is  acting  in  their  best  interests  on  any  matter. 

"That  is  a reality,"  Kevin  Gover,  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  said,  referring  to  more  than  a century  of  distrust  generated 
between  tribes  and  the  U.S.  government. 

"That  is  a lot  of  history  and  a lot  of  baggage  that  this  agency  has  to 
live  with." 

Gover,  a native  Oklahoman  and  member  of  the  Pawnee  tribe,  was  responding 
to  a question  about  a recent  report  by  a court-appointed  special  master 
that  accused  Treasury  Department  officials  of  destroying  records  on 
Indian  trust  accounts  and  then  failing  to  come  clean  on  their  actions 
after  they  were  discovered. 

The  records  were  destroyed  just  months  before  a class-action  lawsuit 
concerning  the  individual  trust  accounts  went  to  trial. 

Citing  the  suit,  Gover  limited  his  remarks  on  the  destruction  of  the 
records . 

"There  was  nothing  indicating  that  Treasury  or  anybody  else  is  going 
out  searching  for  Indian  trust  records  to  destroy,"  he  said. 

"It  is  sort  of  part  of  routine  government  record  management.  And  so  . . 

. there  is  not  the  massive  cover-up.  I don't  think  the  government  is 
capable  of  a secret  conspiracy  under  any  circumstances." 

Gover  was  asked  what  he  would  say  to  individuals  whose  trust  accounts 
are  the  focus  of  the  lawsuit  and  who  already  distrust  the  federal 
government . 

"Let  me  say  first,  after  all  this  history,  there  is  not  a reason  in  the 
world  for  any  Indian  or  any  Indian  tribe  to  believe  that  the  United 
States  government  is  trying  to  act  in  their  best  interests  on  any  given 
matter,"  he  said. 

"They  have  a right  to  be  skeptical." 

Gover  went  on  to  express  confidence  that  his  agency  has  accepted  the 
burden  of  turning  those  skeptics  around.  He  pointed  to  the  progress  made 
in  installing  a complex  computer  system  that  will  allow  individuals  to 
walk  into  any  BIA  office  and  ask  to  see  their  trust  accounts. 

"It  is  happening.  It  is  working,"  he  said,  conceding,  however,  that 
the  new  system  also  has  had  its  problems.  "We  didn't  get  it  exactly 
right  on  the  first  draft,  but  we  are  getting  it  right." 

Gover  and  others  in  the  Clinton  administration  inherited  the  embattled 


19th-century  system  of  300,000  individual  trust  accounts  worth  as  much 
as  $500  million,  but  they  have  taken  their  share  of  hits  for  its  being 
in  shambles. 

Account  holders  believe  that  they  and  their  families  have  lost  billions 
of  dollars  because  of  the  historic  mismanagement  of  the  accounts.  The 
accounts  cover  payments  on  11  million  acres  held  in  trust  by  the  U.S. 
government . 

On  other  issues,  Gover  also  said  his  agency  and  the  new  administration 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  led  by  Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith,  are  making 
progress  toward  resolving  problems  with  the  tribe's  accounting  system. 

"The  change  in  administration  doesn't  mean  that  we  are  suddenly  willing 
to  release  without  strings  attached  the  funding  to  which  the  Cherokee 
Nation  is  entitled,"  he  said. 

Alleged  problems  with  the  tribe's  accounting  system  were  among  those 
that  plagued  the  tribe  in  recent  years. 

At  times,  the  BIA  and  even  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  were  forced 
to  try  to  resolve  differences  between  former  Chief  Doe  Byrd  and  his 
critics . 

"We  have  certainly  sent  every  signal  that  we  are  grateful  for  sort  of 
the  restoration  of  order  and  normalcy  . . . and  we  want  to  help  as  much 
as  possible,"  Gover  said.  "But  we've  got  to  know  that  our  money  is 
well  taken  care  of." 

He  did  not  think  the  idea  floated  by  Smith  to  send  a delegate  from  the 
sovereign  Cherokee  Nation  to  Congress  would  work;  at  present,  delegates 
are  sent  to  Congress  from  various  U.S.  territories  as  well  as  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

"It  would  be  wonderful  if  every  tribe  could  have  a delegate  to 
Congress,  but  I don't  think  that  is  realistic,"  Gover  said. 

"Were  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  so  propose,  all  554  other  tribes  would  be 
right  behind  them.  I don't  think  Congress  is  quite  prepared  for  the 
influx  of  advice. " 

"RE : Mining  Again  On  Navajo  Land"  

Date:  12/7/99  2:19:40  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  wlfskr@leba.net  (Pat  Morris) 

Subj : Mining  Again  On  Navajo  Land? 

http : //www. hen . org/1999/dec06/dir/Western_Uranium_ha . html 

Uranium  haunts  the  Colorado  Plateau 
A mining  company  promises  to  do  it  right  this  time 
by  Andy  Lenderman 

CROWNPOINT,  N.M.  - As  a trademark  New  Mexico  sunset  paints  pastels  over 
this  high  desert  town,  it's  hard  to  imagine  that  the  poisonous  legacy  of 
uranium  mining  could  be  repeated  here. 

During  the  1950s  and  '60s,  this  town  of  about  2,000  near  the  Navajo 
Reservation  was  hit  by  a uranium  mining  boom.  It  left  Navajos  with  polluted 
groundwater  and  high  rates  of  birth  defects  and  cancer,  and  miners  and 
their  families  are  still  battling  for  federal  compensation. 

"What  uranium  left  is  mainly  heartbreak,"  says  Mitchell  Capitan,  a board 
member  of  the  nonprofit  Eastern  Dine'  Against  Uranium  Mining  (ENDAUM),  a 
group  of  area  residents. 

In  late  August,  a proposal  by  Hydro  Resources  Inc.  for  three  new  uranium 
mines  in  the  area  gained  partial  approval  from  the  federal  Nuclear 
Regulatory  Commission.  It's  the  latest  development  in  a decade-long  fight 
over  the  company's  plan  (HCN,  9/30/96). 

The  Navajo  Nation's  position  on  the  mines  has  wavered,  but  opponents  on 
and  off  the  reservation  say  the  mines  threaten  groundwater  and  the  health 
of  the  10,000  people,  mostly  Navajos,  who  live  in  the  area. 

"Uranium  has  been  a disaster,"  says  Chris  Shuey  of  the  Southwest  Research 
and  Information  Center,  an  environmental  group  based  in  Albuquerque.  "It's 
hard  to  point  to  Navajos  who  have  gotten  wealthy  off  uranium." 

A new  legacy? 

Yet  Hydro  Resources  says  the  industry  has  cleaned  up  its  act. 


"There  is  no  opportunity  for  the  legacy  (of  uranium)  to  be  repeated/' 
says  former  company  president  Dick  Clement. 

The  Albuquerque-based  company  uses  a method  called  in  situ  leach  mining, 
which  Clement  says  reduces  the  spread  of  radioactive  dust  and 
contamination.  After  drilling  underground  wells,  technicians  inject  a 
chemical  solution  into  the  aquifer.  This  removes  uranium  ore  from 
surrounding  rock  and  sucks  it  into  a treatment  plant  for  removal. 

"We've  had  a perfect  record  in  terms  of  restoring  conditions  to  what  they 
were  before  we  began  operations,"  Clement  says.  Hydro  Resources'  parent 
company.  Uranium  Resources  Inc.  operates  two  similar  mines  in  south  Texas. 
Clement  says  the  company  will  spend  between  $30-40  million  if  the  project 
gets  approval  and  reaches  its  full  production  level  of  3 million  pounds  of 
uranium  each  year.  At  full  capacity,  the  mine  could  employ  300  people  in  an 
area  where  unemployment  levels  can  reach  50  percent. 

"We're  one  of  the  few  companies  actually  interested  in  bringing  economic 
development  anywhere  near  the  Navajo  Nation,"  Clement  says. 

For  now,  the  courts  seem  to  be  favoring  Hydro  Resources.  On  Aug.  20,  a 
judge  for  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  approved  the  first  of  the 
mines,  located  near  the  tiny  village  of  Church  Rock.  Larry  King,  another 
ENDAUM  board  member,  says  the  judge's  decision  did  not  consider  the 
livestock  and  people  that  draw  water  from  the  area. 

"I'm  personally  angry  and  upset,"  he  says.  "How  could  the  judge  refer  to 
Church  Rock  as  a vast  desert,  despite  the  fact  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
families  living  within  a two-mile  radius  of  the  Church  Rock  site?" 

ENDAUM  and  Southwest  Research  have  appealed  the  ruling. 

An  old  battle 

Hydro  Resources  got  another  break  on  Oct.  27,  when  the  New  Mexico  state 
water  engineer's  office  granted  the  company's  water-rights  request.  The 
tribe  had  vehemently  opposed  the  move,  since  it  will  take  water  from 
ranchers  and  tribal  members  in  one  of  the  poorest  and  driest  regions  in  the 
country. 

And  a legal  battle  is  pending  over  who  can  issue  water  discharge  permits 
to  the  company. 

The  federal  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  yet  to  grant  a permit  to 
Hydro  Resources,  and  the  company  and  the  New  Mexico  State  Environmental 
Department  have  sued  the  agency,  claiming  the  state  has  authority  to  issue 
the  permit. 

The  long  battle  is  getting  old  for  Hydro  Resources,  and  low  uranium 
prices  add  to  the  frustration.  Uranium  goes  for  about  $9.70  a pound  now, 
but  company  officials  say  they  need  a $15  per  pound  price  to  make  money. 

"There's  always  a limitation  on  what  any  company  will  do,"  says  Clement. 
Mark  Pelizza,  who  succeeded  Clement  as  company  president  in  October,  says 
that  if  the  price  jumps  and  the  water  discharge  permit  fight  is  still  held 
up  in  appeals  court,  the  company  may  consider  opening  the  mine  anyway. 

The  battle  is  getting  old  for  ENDAUM,  too.  While  cowboy  tunes  twang  on  his 
pickup  radio,  Capitan  says  he  made  his  decision  about  the  company  a long 
time  ago.  "They're  just  like  cancer.  Once  they  get  established,  it's  just 
going  to  spread . " 

Says  Capitan,  "I'll  never  trust  them.  We're  just  not  going  to  be  pushed 
around  anymore." 
http : //wolf seeker . com 

http : //www. insidetheweb . com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http : //www. s uni ink. net/~wlfskr 

"RE : View  from  the  Hogan  Issue  #8"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Nov  1999  11:48:35  -0600 
From:  Marc  Frucht  <marc@f rucht . org> 

Subj : view  from  the  hogan  issue  #8 

forwarded  by  marco. 


The  View  from  the  Hogan  #8  Skinny  Winds  Month  (November  1999) 
Notes  from  Big  Mountain 


Ya ' a 'tee 

For  new  readers  of  View  From  The  Flogan  I offer  a glossary  of  words  used 
whose  meaning  may  not  be  discernable  from  a dictionary. 

Altar 

The  land  where  these  words  are  written  and  about  which  these 
words  are  written.  The  land  "formerly  known  as  FIPL" 

Babble-On  "Out  there",  the  dominant  culture.  The  people  here  on  the  land 
belong  to  an  oral  culture,  and  one  aspect  of  an  oral  culture  is  that  the 
power  of  words  is  honored.  Not  much  is  said,  but  when  it  is  it  is  important 
that  it  be  the  truth.  In  Babble-On  there  is  a lot  of  "noise",  as  if 
validation  for  oneself  comes  from  making  as  much  noise  as  possible. 

Clowns  Politicians. 

LaLaLand  Los  Angeles.  Spiritual  Capital  of  Babble-On.  Also  where  all  the 
damn  pesky  aeroplanes  fly  to  and  from  over  our  heads.  (What  on  earth  can  all 
those  people  be  going  to  L.A.  for?) 

Men  in  black  The  various  "law-enforcement  agencies"  active  here  on  the 
Altar.  The  Hopi  Ranger  uniform  is  actually  a very,  very  dark  green.  The  Hopi 
Rangers  are  the  para-military  trained,  uniformed  wing  of  law  enforcement  who 
travel  in  vehicles  with  insignia.  The  "Field  Monitors"  are  plain-clothes, 
officially  unarmed  and  travel  in  unmarked  vehicles  (though  with  U.S.  Govt, 
plates).  The  monitors  are  in  essence  spies,  they  are  the  ones  that  sneak 
around  and  count  peoples  sheep,  see  who  has  been  building,  who  has  visitors 
etc  etc.  Their  findings  are  reported  back  to  the  Rangers.  Maybe  its  because 
they  don't  get  pretty  uniforms  and  have  to  hide  their  guns  in  their  vehicles, 
but  it  is  the  monitors  who  are  usually  surly  and  disrespectful  and  full  of 
swagger.  BIA  cops  and,  when  deemed  necesary.  County  Sherrifs  make  up  the  rest 
of  the  team. 

Visitors  Americans.  It  was  only  just  yesterday  (150  years  ago)  that 

the  visitors  were  "knocking  on  the  door"  (in  New  Mexico).  And  now  they  are 
trying  to  say  that  they  "own"  this  land. 

Warmaker  Some  might  call  it  the  U.S.  Government.  Some  might  call  it  the 
Whiteman.  Or  the  Patriarchy.  I see  it  as  the  cultural  trait  that  urges  us  to 
use  conflict  and  aggression  as  a Modus  Operandi.  (my  editor  says  I need  to 
use  more  latin) 

Waynes  World  Flopi  Tribal  Council  Offices.  Also  a state  of  mind.  For  Wayne 
Taylor,  the  current  chairman. 

A friend  recently  wrote  me  that  when  she  talks  to  people  about  the 
situation  here  at  Big  Mountain  she  sometimes  gets  the  reponse  "Well,  the 
land  is  just  desert,  why  are  they  so  intent  on  keeping  it?".  Brings  to  mind 
the  Clown  in  "Broken  Rainbow"  who  basically  says  "Fley!  These  Indians  should 
get  real,  Americans  relocate  every  day".  I'd  like  to  try  and  partially 
answer  this  query.  I won't  try  and  explain  how  it  is  to  have  a sacred 
obligation  to  a land,  and  I won't  try  and  explain  how  it  is  to  live  on  land 
that  your  family  has  lived  on  for  hundreds  of  years,  which  is,  in  a very 
real  sense  composed  of  your  ancestors  bones.  I'll  try  and  explain  what  the 
land  means  in  a "practical"  sense,  and  I'll  try  to  do  it  by  introducing  you 
to  just  one  of  the  other  species  that  lives  here  on  the  land  with  us.  The 
humble  Duniper  tree. 

Biologists  say  we  live  here  in  the  "Pinyon-Duniper  Belt".  What  that  means 
is  that  the  Pinyon  and  the  Duniper  are  the  two  dominant  tree  species  round 
here.  Right  where  I am  is  mainly  juniper  with  a few  pinyons.  In  the  slightly 
higher  places  the  pinyon  dominates. 

The  Duniper  is  a "gnarly"  tree.  Nothing  straight,  turning  and  twisting 
back  on  itself,  kind  of  like  frozen  turbulence.  The  hogan  where  I live,  and 
where  these  words  are  written  is  made  from  Duniper  logs.  And  mud.  The  corrall 
where  the  flock  is  sleeping  is  made  from  Duniper  limbs.  As  is  the  Sweatlodge. 

The  fire  that  is  keeping  me  warm  is  fed  by  Duniper.  As  is  the  fire  for 
the  sweat,  the  cookstove,  and  the  outdoor  fire  pit. 

Duniper  boughs  are  used  to  constuct  summer  shelters,  and  are  used  in  a 
variety  of  ways  ceremonially.  The  green  tips  of  the  branches,  when  burned  to 
ash,  is  added  to  all  recipes  using  blue  corneal.  A wide  variety  of  parts  of 
the  tree  are  used  medicinally,  and  also  for  dye.  If  there  is  a couple  of  feet 
of  snow  on  the  ground,  then  the  juniper  is  all  the  flock  can  get  at  to  eat. 

The  fruit  is  edible,  for  the  flock  as  well  as  the  2 legged.  I believe 


that  Gin  is  made  from  the  fruit.  The  seeds  of  the  fruit  I collect  and  string 
as  necklaces,,,,  this  is  my  source  of  tobacco  money.  The  bark  when  scrunched 
makes  excellent  tinder,  and  is  also  still  used  as  a diaper  in  the 
cradleborad.  It  is  said  that  long  ago  the  bark  fibres  was  used  for  a skirt. 

The  bark  fibre  makes  a good  brush  for  wetting  the  mud  plaster,  and  when 
tied  with  baling  wire  is  used  as  a chimney  brush. 

For  a simple  sheepherder  the  juniper  affords  protection,  from  a searing 
sun,  or  a bitter  wind.  For  a simple  sheepherder  the  juniper  is  a source  of 
beauty,  wonder,  and  lessons. 

The  Duniper  is  a good  ally.  And  that's  just  one  of  the  many  species  that 
inhabit  this  "worthless  desert" 

The  simple  fact  is,  that  the  land  is  life.  There  are  those  that  think 
that  we  can  "own"  land,  but  in  truth  it  is  we  who  belong  to  the  land,  for,  as 
Roberta  says  "everything  we  use  comes  from  the  Mother  Earth".  This  is  a 
simple  truth,  even  "out  there"  in  Babble-On 

Referring  back  to  the  concept  of  Duniper-pinyon  Belt,  both  Pinyon  and 
Duniper  are  trees,  yet  they  each  occupy  a slightly  different  niche  in  the 
eco-system.  they  each  have  their  own  way  of  "being-in-the-world" , and  I have 
yet  to  hear  a pinyon  demand  that  the  junipers  leave  because  it  is  not  their 
land . 

So,  we  are  fast  approaching  Thanksgiving, ...  or  as  it  is  known  around 
here,  "Kishmish  Biyazhi",  Little  Christmas.  And  we  look  forward  with 
anticipation  to  the  arrival  of  the  two  big  annual  supply/support  runs,  the 
Traditional  Support  Caravan,  and  the  Clan  Dyken  Caravan.  To  all  of  you  who 
have  donated  support  to  these  caravans,  we  thank  you  and  want  you  to  know 

that  your  support  will  go  to  where  it  is  needed  and  most  useful, you  ARE 

making  a difference.  To  all  of  you  who  come  on  these  caravans  and  help 
organize  them,  we  also  send  our  thanks  once  again,  and  a special  thanks  for 
making  sure  that  support  reaches  every  single  family  on  the  Altar.  As  I hope 
you  all  know,  I consider  you  my  relatives,  and  you  are  welcome  in  the  Flogan 
at  any  time. 

Things  have  been  pretty  quiet  round  here.  No-one  I know  has  had  any 
animals  snatched,  though  everyone  I meet  knows  someone  who  has  been 
threatened  by  impoundments.  Same  old  same  old,  stressing  people  out  with 
their  continous  siege  tactics.  There  continues  to  be  a lot  of  harassment  to 
get  more  of  the  people  here  to  sign  on  with  the  stupid  Accommodation 
Agreement.  As  I understand  it,  a few  years  ago  when  the  AA  was  being  debated 
in  the  Congress,  they  decided  that  if  85%  of  the  people  here  did  not  sign 
the  AA,  then  it  was  back  to  litigation.  A year  and  a half  ago  when  the 
deadline  for  the  people  to  sign  the  AA  passed,  amazingly  the  Feds  and  the 
HTC  and  the  Relocation  people  claimed  they  just  got  85%  to  sign  on.  I think 
the  simple  truth  is  that  they  achieved  this  magical  number  by  coercion, 
bribery,  and  forgery,  and,  ss  cynical  as  it  may  sound,  I have  a sneaking 
suspicion  that  they  lied,  and  that  they  have  been  spending  the  last  year 
and  half  getting  more  signatures  to  finally  make  the  magic  number.  Of 
course,  its  possible  that  I would  lie  too,  if  there  were  a fifty  million 
dollar  "sweetener"  in  it  for  me.  The  whole  thing  seems  to  be  based  on  "New 
Math"  anyway,  something  I am  unfamiliar  with, ....  how  else  can  approximately 
100  signatures  equal  2-3000  people? 

Back  in  the  real  world,  the  weather  has  been  glorious.  And  kind.  Warm, 
cloudless,  still,  days.  The  silence  and  the  sky  broken  only  by  the  flying 
machines  rushing  to  and  from  LaLALand.  The  flock  are  a bit  uncomfortable, 
they  have  winter  coats  already.  But  for  now  we  take  advantage  of  the  warmth. 
Soon  enough  the  wind  will  turn  to  the  north  and  we  can  enjoy  winter.  A 
neighbour  has  had  a couple  of  babies  born  to  her  flock,  so  its  getting  to  be 
that  time  of  the  years  again. 

Some  good  folks  down  in  Prescott,  Arizona  have  come  up  with  a nice 
support  project.  They've  gone  into  the  local  schools  (K-8)  and  explained 
about  the  situation  here,  and  how  important  the  sheep  dogs  are  to  the 
families,  and  they've  organized  a "Support  the  Sheep  Dogs"  campaign.  Already 
one  truck  load  of  dog  food  has  been  delivered  to  the  land.  This  is  the  kind 
of  support  that  the  people  here  need  and  support.  If  anyone  is  interested  in 
supporting  this  project,  or  in  starting  up  one  of  their  own,  please  contact 
Candy  on  CDrotering@mwaz.com. 

Some  younger  Dineh  have  started  a project  to  create  a monument  to 


relocation.  Initially  based  on  the  experience  of  the  Dineh,  the  idea  grew 
to  encompass  all  people  everywhere  who  have  suffered  from  relocation.  The 
monument  is  planned  for  Window  Rock,  AZ,  and  for  now  they  are  looking  from 
input  and  suggestions  from  any  young  people  in  the  four-corners  region. 

Please  contact  Klee  Benally  on  (520)  527  3791  or  benally@infomagic.com 

Another  enterprise  starting  up  is  a co-operative  to  market  the  wool  of 
the  local  people  here.  Last  year  the  price  paid  for  their  wool  didn't  even 
cover  the  cost  of  the  gas  money  to  sell  it.  There  are  weavers  "out  there" 
who  pay  a decent  price  for  wool,  either  as  fleeces,  cleaned,  carded,  spun 
or  dyed,  so  if  any  of  you  are  weavers,  or  have  friends  who  are  weavers,  and 
might  be  interested  in  helping  this  economic  enterprise,  please  contact  me 
on  this  email  address. 

I recently  bumped  into  Kee  Watchamn.  Like  Roberta,  Kee  has  made  many 
visits  to  the  U.N.  and  to  Europe  as  a representative  of  the  people  here.  I 
asked  him  what  message  he  wanted  me  to  pass  on  to  y'all.  His  remarks  are 
addressed  to  international  supporters.  "We  are  not  asking  for  money.  We  want 
the  U.S.  Embassies  and  the  U.S.  politicians  to  keep  getting  petitions  and 
letters.  We  also  want  international  lawyers  to  come  here  and  take  testimony 
from  the  people." 

I am  led  to  believe  that  many  of  you  are  heading  out  to  the  Land  this 
winter.  I offer  a small  piece  of  advice.  You  want  to  bring  a good  hat,  good 
gloves,  good  boots,  and  good  socks.  You  are  going  to  be  spending  a lot  of 
time  outside,  and  it  may  very  well  be  very  cold.  Good  gear  can  make  the 
difference  bewtween  enjoying  yourself,  and  being  miserable.  A small  thermos 
flask  is  also  very  useful.  After  a couple  of  hours  in  the  wind  and  snow,  a 
cup  of  hot  coffee  will  let  you  understand  the  phrase  "nectar  of  the  Gods". 

I continue  to  be  honored  by  the  email  I'm  receiving.  In  the  past  week 
I've  heard  from  England,  Norway,  Sweden,  France,  Luxembourg,  Germany, 
Australia,  Canada,  Hawaii,  and  all  over  Turtle  Island.  An  obvious  sign  that 
what  is  happening  here  on  the  Altar  is  of  significance  to  people  everywhere. 
This  must  be  the  Global  Village  that  I've  been  hearing  about  for  years.... 
not  the  Global  Marketplace  that  is  being  pushed  on  us  by  McDonalds,  Coca 
Cola,  Hollywood,  and  Washington .. It  reflects,  I hope,  a growing  awareness 
that  as  the  biological  and  cultural  diversity  of  our  planet  is  being 
destroyed  in  far  off  places,  and  is  being  replaced  with  Monoculture,  each 
of  us  is  diminished,  whether  we  ever  visit  those  far  off  places  or  not.  It 
also  reflects  (again  I hope)  the  awareness  that  by  the  products  we  buy  and 
the  resources  we  consume  we  are  in  fact  the  cause  of  this  destruction.  It  is 
WE  who  are  responsible  for  what  is  happening,  and  therefore  it  is  WE  who  are 
responsible  for  stopping  it,  and  de  facto  we  have  the  power  to  stop  it. 

I also  note  with  some  interest  that  many  of  you  writing  to  me  describe 
yourselves  with  reference  to  your  ancestory,  you  define  yourselves  as 
Choctaw/Scot,  or  Irish/Swedish/African-american,  or  Zapotec/Eyak,  not 
American,  or  Mexican,  or  British.  We  are  starting  to  reject  the  abstract 
divisions  that  are  Nation  States.  Many  of  us  can  trace  our  bloodlines  to  a 
multitude  of  points  around  the  globe.  Kind  of  like  a world-wide  web  huh? 
Underlying  the  situation  here  on  the  Altar  is  the  matter  of  abstract 
definitions  being  imposed.  A U.S.  President  draws  lines  on  a map  and  says 
"this  defines  such  and  such",  a little  later  more  lines  are  drawn,  then  more 

lines, fences, names,  dividing, ....  separating.  Even  the  definition 

of  what  is  "Navajo"  and  what  is  "Hopi"  is  an  abstraction  imposed  on  reality, 
for  in  truth  in  the  blood  of  most  navajoes  and  most  hopis  is  the  blood  of 
many  different  peoples  and  tribes. 

It  is  said  that  the  language  we  use  to  describe  reality  also  tends  to 
define  that  reality.  What  is  going  on  here  on  The  Altar  is  a conflict 
between  two  realities.  One  seeking  to  destroy  the  other  and  replace  it  with 
its  own.  If  we  use  the  word  HPL  to  define  the  land  here,  we  are  already 
buying  into  Warmakers  reality.  In  truth  the  land  here  is  an  altar,  and  to 
use  that  word  is  to  deal  with  the  reality 

Many  of  us  seek  to  change  our  reality,  our  world,  to  one  that  reflects  our 

deeper  beliefs  rather  than  the  beliefs  we  were  taught  by  Warmaker The 

language  we  use  to  define  ourselves  and  our  world  must  surely  be  one  place 
to  start.  There  is  great  power  in  how  we  define  ourselves,  as  there  is  also 
in  how  we  allow  others  to  define  us. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  just  2 types  of  people  in  the  world.  Those 


that  have  spent  time  here  on  the  Altar,  and  those  that  have  not.  The 
readership  of  this  humble  newsletter  fall  in  to  both  categories.  To  the 
first  group,  I would  urge  you  (if  you're  not  already  doing  it)  to  tell  your 
stories.  I'm  not  talking  about  the  politics,  or  the  suffering,  but  the 
beauty  of  these  people,  this  life,  this  land.  When  you  left  here,  you  took  a 
part  of  Big  Mountain  with  you.  Let  that  part  speak.  A request  for  poetry,  not 
rhetoric . 

With  that  in  mind  I'd  recommend  you  point  your  web  browser  at  the  following 
address : 

http : //www. f rucht . org/roberta . html 
(check  out  the  Fry  Bread  song) 

But  then,  what  the  hell  do  I know, I'm  just  a sheepherder. 

Your  prayers,  support,  and  correspondence  are  invited. 

I thank  you  for  your  time  that  you  have  given  me  by  reading  this. 
For  all  my  relations 
Bo  Peep 

reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com 

P.S.  To  all  those  who  have  written  to  me,  please  be  aware  that  owing  to  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  flock,  the  firewood,  and  the  Grandmas,  the  office  is 
sometimes  left  unattended  for  days  at  a time.  It  may  take  as  long  as  a half 
moon  between  when  you  write,  and  when  you  hear  back  from  me.  Around  here  the 
information  superhighway  is  a sandy  jeep  trail.  Please  be  patient,  you  will 
hear  from  me. 

If  you  have  received  this  update  as  a forward,  but  want  to  sure  of  getting 
them  in  the  future,  please  let  me  know  and  I will  add  you  to  the  list.  Also 
if  there  are  any  "back  issues"  you  don't  have,  again,  let  me  know. 

Please  feel  free  to  distribute  (unedited)  this  email. 

"RE : Boycott  US  Corporations  Trading  with  Mexico"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Dec  1999  11:50:55  -0500 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : BOYCOTT 
ndn  news 


sent  by  michael  nephew 

Subj:  boycott  PLEASE  SUPPORT: 

Boycott  US  Corporations  Trading  with  Mexico 

First  Nations  North  & South,  an  indigenous  run  organization,  is 
supporting  the  people  of  Chiapas  against  the  militarization  of  their 
lands  and  human  rights  violations  by  the  Mexican  government. 

The  Mexican  government  and  international  corporations  are  attempting  to 
displace  the  indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  from  their  historic  lands 
because  of  its  wealth  in  oil,  and  minerals  The  lands  in  the  Highlands 
of  Chiapas  are  one  of  the  few  remaining  wilderness  and  rain  forest  areas 
in  Mexico  and  are  being  destroyed  by  corporate  greed  and  government 
collusion 

The  Zedillo  regime  has  moved  60,000  troops  into  the  Chiapas  region  and 
displaced  thousands  of  indigenous  people  from  their  communities.  Every 
day  people  are  harassed,  attacked,  jailed  and  murdered.  Human  rights 
observers  are  also  experiencing  harassment  and  attacks. 

With  this  boycott  of  US  corporations  we  expect  to  put  pressure  on  the 
Mexican  government.  We  hope  to  force  the  Zedillo  clique  to  remove  the 
troops  from  Chiapas  and  to  negotiate  honestly  with  the  EZLN 
representatives . 

Boycott  Mexican  tourism  and  the  products  of  the  following  corporations: 
International  Paper  consumer  products  under  the  brand  names: 

Hammermill,  Springhill,  Jamestown,  Yorktown,  Lightning,  and  Legacy. 
Monsanto  Corporation  products  under  the  brand  names: 

Ortho  (lawn  & garden  products)  and  NutraSweet  sweetener. 

Nestle  products:  Tootsie  Rolls,  all  chocolate  bars. 

Boise  Cascade  under  brand  names:  Rolodex,  Fuji  Film,  Day 
Timer  and  At  a Glance  time  management  products. 


Please  Distribute  as  Widely  as  Possible! 

First  Nations  can  be  contacted  at: 
hertz@atdot . org 
eulynda@unm.edu 
ccc27@nmia . com 

Our  web  page  with  fuller  documentation  is: 
http : //www. a nge If ire . com/ nm/userl/userl0 . html 
Martha  Dominguez  and  Larry  Hertz  for  First  Nations 
Lawrence  A.  Hertz 
Educator  & Technologist 
Emerson  Elementary 
(505)-255-9091 
hertz@atdot . org 
mailto : hertz@atdot .org 

http : //www. aps . edu/aps/ Emerson/ Emerson . html 
http : //www. a nge If ire . com/ nm/userl/ index . html 
http : //www. a nge If ire . com/ nm/userl/ user 10. html 

"life's  a stage  we're  going  through" 

"RE : u.S.  Failed  to  Help  in  Fight  Against  Pima  Plague"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  03:09:53  -0700  (MST) 

From : chris@f lame strike . HACKS.ARIZONA.edu 

Subj : Indians  say  U.S.  failed  to  help  in  fight  against  'Pima  Plague'  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Posted  at  06:46  a.m.  PST;  Monday,  November  1,  1999 
http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ nat ion -wor Id/ htm 198/d iab_19991101. html 

Posted  at  06:46  a.m.  PST;  Monday,  November  1,  1999 

Indians  say  U.S.  failed  to  help  in  fight  against  'Pima  Plague' 

by  The  Associated  Press 

GILA  RIVER  INDIAN  COMMUNITY,  Ariz.  - Amputations  and  blindness  are 
commonplace,  and  dialysis  is  a way  of  life. 

The  spread  of  diabetes  among  the  11,500  Pima  Indians  on  this  reservation 
south  of  Phoenix  has  become  so  severe  some  worry  about  annihilation  - and 
others  claim  government  researchers  contributed  to  the  problem. 

"Thirty  years  of  research  for  what?"  Franklin  Jackson,  a community 
leader,  said  in  The  Arizona  Republic  yesterday.  "What  did  we  get  for  all 
of  this?  We  were  human  guinea  pigs.  They've  just  been  watching  diabetes 
take  its  course,  but  the  people  here  have  been  hoping  for  a cure." 

Since  1965,  the  number  of  tribal  members  over  55  with  diabetes  has 
skyrocketed  to  80  percent  from  45  percent,  according  to  figures  compiled 
by  the  National  Institutes  of  Health. 

Now,  some  Pimas  are  claiming  that  same  government  agency  didn't  do 
enough  to  attack  what  they  call  the  "Pima  Plague." 

Officials  with  the  NIH  say  they  never  misled  the  Pimas  or  promised  them 
a cure  during  years  of  studies. 

But  interviews  and  government  records  show  that  the  agency  made  critical 
decisions  in  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s  that  set  back  the  fight 
against  diabetes  by  at  least  a decade,  the  newspaper  reported. 

The  NIH  reportedly  decided  to  focus  its  resources  on  Type  1 diabetes, 
even  though  that  form  affects  none  of  the  Pimas.  Type  1,  commonly  referred 
to  as  juvenile  diabetes,  affects  mostly  whites.  The  Pimas  suffer  from  Type 
2,  or  adult-onset  diabetes. 

Although  NIH  scientists  did  study  the  origins  of  Type  2 diabetes  among 
the  Pimas,  they  allegedly  put  off  testing  methods  of  prevention  until  just 
three  years  ago.  That  decision  forced  the  key  researcher  on  the  Pima 
project  to  test  Type  2 prevention  methods  elsewhere  because  the  NIH  would 
not  fund  the  experiment  among  the  Pimas,  the  newspaper  said. 

Dr.  Phillip  Gorden,  a director  of  the  diabetes  research  branch  of  the 
NIH,  defended  the  decision,  saying  that  the  Type  1 study  was  more 
manageable  and  that  new  technology  had  just  become  available  for  testing. 

Michael  Mawby,  the  American  Diabetes  Association's  vice  president  for 
governmental  relations,  believes  the  agency  had  a moral  obligation  to  do 


more  to  help  the  Pimas. 

"As  the  impact  of  diabetes  was  uncovered  in  the  Native  American 
community  and  in  the  Pimas  in  particular,  there  was  a responsibility  of 
the  federal  government  to  take  more  aggressive  steps  to  address  the 
problem,  and  they  haven't  done  that,"  he  said. 

The  tribe  blames  the  spread  of  diabetes  on  dramatic  changes  in  their 
lifestyles  and  diets,  which  had  been  stable  for  centuries.  Cholla  cactus 
buds  and  jackrabbit  have  been  replaced  by  fatty,  processed  foods.  Since 
hunting  and  farming  have  declined,  so  has  exercise. 

Obesity,  a major  risk  factor,  among  the  Pimas  is  growing.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  Pima  kindergartners  to  weigh  more  than  75  pounds  and  adults 
more  than  300. 

"I  shock  my  people  by  saying  that  if  we  don't  get  this  in  check  now, 
we'll  become  an  extinct  people  75  years  from  now,"  said  retiring  Pima  Gov. 
Mary  Thomas,  also  a diabetic. 

Copyright  c.  1999  The  Seattle  Times  Company 

"RE : Rising  to  Survival"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dec  1999  08:45:55  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  12-04-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 

Rising  to  Survival 
By  Guillermo  Contreras 
c.  Journal 
November  28,  1999 

BAWINOKACFII,  Mexico  --  Marta  Juarez  Flerrera  recalls  a time  when  many  of 
her  people,  the  Tarahumara  Indians,  wouldn't  make  it  past  the  age  of  5. 

Malnutrition,  tuberculosis  and  respiratory  infections  --  ailments  for 
which  treatment,  food  or  vaccines  are  readily  available  in  the  United 
States  --  were  killing  them. 

"There  was  a time  when  we  had  nothing,"  said  Juarez,  39.  "Before,  many 
children  would  die,  almost  every  day." 

Yet  Juarez,  who  has  had  to  walk  three  hours  in  the  night  from  her 
slapdash  mud-and-wood  cabin  to  Sisoguichi  10  miles  away  to  summon  the 
closest  ambulance,  knows  there's  hope  for  this  tiny  village  in  Copper 
Canyon . 

The  proof  is  in  the  hamlet's  school,  where  15  to  20  healthy  children  sat 
down  on  a recent  day  for  a meal  that  included  pasta  salad,  beans  and 
crackers . 

The  Tarahumaras  grow  corn  and  beans  but  sometimes  don't  have  enough,  and, 
without  outside  aid,  would  succumb  to  hunger,  malnutrition  and  related 
ailments,  relief  volunteers  say. 

The  Tarahumara  are  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  Four  years  ago,  the  average 
5-year-old  weighed  17  pounds. 

Like  other  Tarahumara  villages,  Bawinokachi,  with  700  residents  in  the 
immediate  area,  is  learning  to  persevere  with  the  help  of  religious  groups 
and  Mexican  volunteers. 

But  those  relief  groups  aren't  the  only  ones  lending  a hand. 

"They  have  very  few  resources,"  said  Angelo  Tomedi,  a family 
practitioner  with  the  University  of  New  Mexico's  Department  of  Family  and 
Community  Medicine  in  Albuquerque. 

Tomedi  is  affiliated  with  two  Albuquerque  nonprofit  groups  that  aid  the 
Tarahumaras,  St.  Jude  Express  and  Peacecraft. 

St.  Jude  Express  has  put  thousands  of  dollars  into  the  Tarahumara 
communities  in  the  forms  of  medicine,  training  and  equipment.  Peacecraft 
volunteers  buy  the  Tarahumaras'  crafts  and  resell  them  at  Peacecraft 's 
Albuquerque  store  to  support  the  Tarahumaras'  self-help  projects. 

Tomedi,  medical  director  of  St.  Jude  Express,  has  made  50  to  60  trips  to 
the  sierra  over  13  years.  Other  volunteer  doctors  and  dentists,  both  with 


St.  Dude  Express  and  in  Mexico,  lend  their  services  as  well. 

The  Tarahumaras  are  taught  about  nutrition,  sanitation,  ways  to  prevent 
illnesses  and  first  aid. 


How  to  help 

Those  wishing  to  donate  to  Tarahumara  aid  programs  can  do  so  by  contacting 
+ St.  Dude  Express,  P.0.  Box  827,  Albuquerque,  NM  87103-0827.  Phone  number 
(505)  836-5914 

+ Peacecraft,  3107  E.  Central,  Albuquerque,  NM  87106-2215.  Phone  number, 
(505)  255-5229. 


"The  purpose  is  to  train  the  indigenous  people  themselves  within  the 
communities  so  they  can  help  themselves,"  Tomedi  said.  "That  helps 
maintain  their  traditional  lifestyle  instead  of  disrupting  it." 

Final  refuge 

The  Tarahumaras  are  one  of  more  than  30  tribes  in  Mexico.  The  Catholic 
Church  and  volunteers  say  an  estimated  50,000  to  65,000  Tarahumaras  are 
now  spread  throughout  the  sierra. 

Some  scholars  theorize  that  the  Tarahumaras  are  descendants  of  tribes 
that  migrated  through  North  America  and  settled  here  thousands  of  years 
ago.  Others  hypothesize  the  Tarahumara  were  Mayans  who  migrated  north 
because  of  invasions. 

The  Tarahumaras  offer  a third  theory:  They  are  descendants  of  an  ancient 
race  who  have  been  living  in  the  sierra  for  as  long  as  anyone  can  remember 

The  Tarahumaras  call  themselves  Raramuri  --  "foot  runners"  --  because 
they  are  known  to  run  nonstop  for  up  to  170  miles.  Americans  have  brought 
runners  from  villages  to  races  in  the  United  States,  including  New  Mexico, 
to  draw  attention  to  their  cause. 

Over  the  past  four  centuries,  the  Tarahumaras  have  moved  deeper  into  the 
sierra,  or  mountains,  to  elude  enemies.  Today,  their  final  refuge  is 
threatened  by  other  intruders  --  loggers,  drug  traffickers  and  tourists. 

The  Tarahumaras  live  with  the  barest  of  means  and  have  managed  to  hold 
onto  their  ethnic  identities. 

Talk  of  government  aid  often  turns  to  political  bickering  among  Mexico's 
ruling  party,  the  PRI,  and  its  opponents,  some  volunteers  and  religious 
workers  said. 

That's  why  nonprofit  organizations,  volunteers  and  the  church  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  help. 

Modern  medicine 

In  a clinic  office  in  Bawinokachi,  Maria  Duana  Millan  took  a deep  breath 
as  Tomedi  placed  the  cold  end  of  a stethoscope  on  her  back. 

Hortencia  Duarez  Herrera,  who  is  learning  from  Tomedi  how  to  recognize 
symptoms,  listened  intently,  and  her  eyes  grew  wide. 

"It  sounded  like  there's  phlegm,  but  it's  just  on  one  side,"  she 
explained  later. 

She  said  she  now  knows  what  the  lungs  of  a person  with  asthma  sound  like 
It's  something  she  had  not  done  before. 

Hortencia  Duarez,  like  her  older  sister,  Marta,  knows  about  the  30 
herbal  remedies  in  the  dispensary  --  "hierba  de  la  vibora  and  hierba  del 
zorrillo, " or  snakeweed  and  skunk  weed,  which  are  used  for  flu  and  fever 
and  diarrhea  and  colds. 

But  because  they  are  willing  to  accept  modern  medicine,  the  sisters  have 
become  keys  to  their  people's  survival.  They  are  "health  promoters," 
village  workers  trained  to  treat  common  illnesses  before  they  become  life- 
threatening. 

Until  recently,  volunteers  faced  a challenge  with  the  Tarahumara  people, 
said  Duan  Paulo  Romero,  who  lived  in  Bawinokachi  for  six  years  as  a 
volunteer . 

"When  children  got  sick,  their  parents  wouldn't  take  them  to  get  medical 
help  until  the  kids  were  very  sick,"  he  said.  "For  example,  when  a kid  had 
diarrhea,  the  parents  would  wait  15  to  20  days  to  bring  them  to  us.  By 
then,  it  was  very  difficult  for  a child  to  recover." 

By  using  the  Tarahumarans  who  know  the  language  and  the  customs,  that 


trend  has  been  reversed.  They  teach  their  own  people,  in  their  own 
language,  about  sanitation,  hygiene  and  disease  prevention. 

About  250  to  300  health  promoters  work  in  the  sierra.  Each  village  may 
have  one  or  two  advisers. 

"We  don't  need  to  provide  the  health  care,"  Tomedi  said.  "We  like  to 
further  the  health  system  already  in  place." 

Solar  power 

In  1998,  St.  Dude  Express  received  a $20,000  grant  from  the  Red  Rock 
Foundation  in  New  Mexico  to  buy  medicine  and  supplies  at  reduced  prices 
and  to  transport  health  promoters  and  advisers  to  other  villages  to  train 
more  people. 

While  the  grant  has  been  of  great  help,  Tomedi  said,  St.  Dude  Express 
relies  mainly  on  donations. 

St.  Dude  Express  has  a solar  power  system  at  Clinica  San  Carlos  in 
Norogachi,  which  has  no  electricity. 

The  system  already  powered  a vaccine  refrigerator,  and  St.  Dude  Express 
expanded  it  to  help  power  incubators  and  oxygen  machines  installed  by  the 
Llaguno  Foundation,  a Mexican  nonprofit  organization. 

The  prevention  and  medical  care  program  is  touted  as  successful, 
especially  when  it  is  coupled  with  powdered-milk  distribution  started  in 
1995  by  the  Llaguno  Foundation. 

The  program  is  a multifaceted  approach  that  also  measures  children's 
weight,  height  and  the  nutritional  habits  of  the  family. 

In  Choguita,  about  15  children  died  each  year  before  the  health  and 
nutrition  programs  were  in  place,  according  to  Sister  Amparo  Velador,  a 
health-promoter  program  adviser  there. 

"Going  back  one  year,  four  (children)  have  died,"  Velador  said  of  the 
tiny  scattered  settlements  that  make  up  Choguita  Valley. 

"There  used  to  be  a lot  of  malnourished  children,"  said  health  promoter 
Sebastian  Moreno  Morales,  37.  "But  little  by  little,  they  are  gaining 
weight . " 

Morales,  who  supervises  the  monthly  weigh-in,  said  that  on  average,  the 
5-year-old  boy  who  weighed  17  pounds  four  years  ago  now  weighs  30  to  40 
pounds . 

In  Norogachi,  20  percent  of  the  children  were  underweight  in  1996, 
according  to  the  Diocese  of  the  Tarahumara.  Through  Dune,  the  percentage 
was  12  percent. 

Self-respect 

The  Tarahumaras  are  an  agricultural  society.  Their  staple  crops,  corn 
and  beans,  are  mostly  for  their  own  consumption. 

As  the  Tarahumara  fled  deeper  into  the  sierra,  they  gave  up  prime 
farmland,  Tomedi  said.  They  are  left  with  rocky  soil,  which  yields  little 
or  poor  crops.  Flarvests  from  one  year  don't  always  last  through  the  next 
growing  season. 

"When  they  get  desperate,  they  migrate  to  the  city.  You  see  some 
Tarahumaras  begging;  they  can't  get  jobs,"  Tomedi  said.  "By  giving  them 
income,  through  the  sale  of  their  crafts,  they  can  stay  within  their  own 
communities . " 

In  Choguita,  Tarahumara  women  pull  up  chairs  in  a new  community  center 
built  with  money  donated  by  businesses  in  Chihuahua.  Some  women,  as  they 
are  accustomed,  sit  on  the  floor. 

The  women,  wearing  long,  colorful,  multilayered  skirts,  watch  as  Tomedi 
and  Peacecraft  board  members  Delia  Rojas  and  Bill  Miller  choose 
handcrafted  pottery. 

Peacecraft  buys  the  crafts  wholesale,  but  pays  the  Tarahumara  retail 
prices . 

There  used  to  only  be  two  artisans  in  Choguita,  but  they  have  trained 
others  and  now  there  are  21. 

In  this  village,  10  percent  of  the  money  earned  is  set  aside  for 
community  gardens,  where  carrots  and  squash  will  be  grown. 

"Most  populations  that  live  on  subsistence  agriculture  have  vitamin  A 
deficiency,"  Tomedi  said.  "That's  been  a problem  contributing  to  infection 
rates . " 


The  pottery  is  made  of  clay,  then  handpainted.  Drums  made  of  goat  or 
sheepskin  are  used  in  religious  ceremonies.  Wooden  dolls  and  violins  are 
carved  from  the  trees  around  them. 

The  Tarahumaras  are  also  known  for  their  basket-weaving.  Women  use  grass 
found  in  Copper  Canyon  to  make  the  baskets  and  pass  on  their  abilities  to 
girls  at  an  early  age.  Peacecraft  buys  those  crafts  not  only  from  Choguita, 
but  from  other  Tarahumara  co-ops  near  tourist-saturated  Creel. 

The  money  buys  food  and  household  items,  like  soap  and  cooking  oil,  at 
wholesale  prices  from  cities  or  larger  towns.  The  goods  are  trucked  into 
the  sierra  and  put  in  a cooperative  store  closer  to  home. 

Reaching  more 

Duan  Paulo  Romero,  one  of  Tomedi's  volunteer  contacts,  said  the  efforts 
at  medical  and  economic  health  are  vital. 

Peacecraft  and  St.  Dude  Express  are  unlike  some  groups  that  donate  aid 
and  leave. 

"Angelo's  groups  speak  with  the  people,"  Romero  said.  "Therefore,  they 
know  what  the  situation  is  really  like." 

Tomedi  estimates  that  the  health-promoter  program  is  reaching  about  a 
third  of  the  Tarahumara  population. 

"To  cover  it  all,  we  need  to  increase  our  funds  for  training  more  people, 
Tomedi  said. 

"In  the  end,  it  makes  it  all  worthwhile  that  even  with  minimal  resources 
and  the  effort  we're  putting  in,  we're  seeing  these  kinds  of  improvements," 
he  said. 
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Peyote  Law  Has  Navajos  in  Bind 
c.  The  Associated  Press 
December  6,  1999 

SHIPROCK  --  As  illegal  use  of  hallucinogenic  peyote  buttons  rises, 
including  Navajo  teens  who  are  smoking  it,  Navajo  Nation  legislators  are 
looking  for  ways  to  restrict  the  drug's  usage  without  obstructing  those  who 
use  it  for  religious  purposes. 

Linder  federal  law,  only  Native  Americans  can  use  the  hallucinogenic 
cactus  button  as  part  of  their  religion.  Native  American  Church  members 
ingest  the  peyote  cactus  in  a tea,  mush  or  powder  form.  Seeing  visions  is 
part  of  the  spiritual  experience. 

Sun  Dancers  and  Navajo  traditionalists  also  use  the  cactus  button 
for  religious  purposes. 

It  is  the  nonbelievers  who  use  peyote  to  get  high  or  to  make  money 
the  Navajo  lawmakers  are  concerned  about. 

The  Navajo  tribal  government  held  its  first  public  hearing  late  last 
month  in  Chinle,  Ariz.,  where  the  Native  American  Church  of  Navajoland's 
central  office  is  located.  The  discussion  will  continue  this  week  in 
Shiprock. 

In  a Nov.  14  letter,  Navajoland  Native  American  Church  president 
Desse  Thompson,  said,  "It  has  been  documented  by  law  enforcement  and  the 
courts  of  the  Navajo  Nation  that  a stricter  policy  is  needed  to  reduce 
unauthorized  use  and  discourage  abuse  of  the  peyote." 

Chief  Legislative  Counsel  Steven  Boos  says  some  of  the  problems  stem 
from  the  current  law,  which  lists  peyote  as  a controlled  substance  -- 
alongside  hashish  and  five  other  substances  --  but  then  creates  an 
exception 

for  the  religious  use  of  peyote. 

If  police  seize  peyote  from  a bootlegger,  for  instance,  the 


prosecutor  must  show  that  the  cactus  was  not  used  "in  connection  with 
recognized  religious  practices,  sacraments  or  services  of  the  Native 
American  Church"  before  the  peyote  can  be  destroyed. 

NAC  leaders  have  asked  legislators  to  remove  peyote  from  the 
controlled  substance  list  out  of  respect  for  what  is  considered  a holy 
sacrament.  Nonetheless,  Navajo  lawmakers  would  like  stricter  criminal  laws. 

A proposed  new  section  of  the  law  would  authorize  the  use, 
possession,  sale,  trade  and  delivery  of  peyote  by  an  Indian  for  bona  fide 
ceremonial  purposes  in  connection  with  a Navajo  religion  or  a Native 
American  Church. 

An  "Indian"  would  be  defined  as  an  enrolled  member  of  a federally 
recognized  tribe  with  25-percent  or  more  Indian  blood.  Violators  would  be 
sentenced  to  a maximum  of  180  days  in  jail  or  fined  a maximum  of  $2,500,  or 
both.  Seized  peyote  would  be  given  to  a Native  American  religious  leader  or 
Native  American  Church  leaders  chosen  by  the  parents  of  the  convicted 
person . 

Boos  said  the  blood  requirement  must  be  deleted,  because  the  federal 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  does  not  require  it.  It  also  would 
violate  the  free  exercise  of  religion  clause  of  the  Navajo  Bill  of  Rights, 
he  said. 

The  federal  law  protects  the  use  of  peyote  as  a part  of  any  Indian 
religion.  Boos  said.  Some  practitioners  of  the  traditional  Navajo  religion 
and  the  Sun  Dance  ceremonies  have  incorporated  peyote  into  their  rituals. 

In  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  there  are  Anglos  who  practice  the  peyote 
way.  An  occasional  non-Indian  can  be  seen  inside  prayer  meetings  on  the 
Navajo  Nation,  too.  So,  Navajo  lawmakers  must  decide  how  strict  the  law 
will 

be  for  those  people,  including  non-Indian  spouses  of  Indians. 

Shiprock  Council  Delegate  Wallace  Charley  suggests  that  those  people 
can  partake  in  the  ceremony  if  the  roadman  running  the  meeting  or  a NAC 
leader  has  invited  them. 

"The  bottom  line  is  it's  religious,"  he  said.  "It  has  to  do  with 
your  faith." 

The  Navajo  criminal  code  --  which  covers  all  kinds  of  offenses  -- 
has  not  been  revised  since  it  was  adopted  in  1978. 
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Archaeologists  dig  up  tribal  history  at  highway  site 
Lance  Wynn 

c.  The  Grand  Rapids  Press 
12/6/99 

GRAND  RAPIDS  --  Archaeologists  are  uncovering  history  of  the  Grand  River 
Bands  of  Ottawa  Indians  at  a dig  under  a highway  here. 

Anna  Detz  paid  careful  attention  as  archaeologists  from  the  lackson-based 
Commonwealth  Cultural  Resource  Group  Inc.  carefully  sifted  soil,  charting 
the  location  of  every  shard  of  ancient  pottery  and  hand  tool  unearthed. 

Ms.  Detz  has  a two-fold  interest  in  the  artifacts:  she  is  a member  of  the 
Turtle  Clan  of  the  Grand  River  Bands  of  Ottawa  Indians  and  an  archaeology 
student  at  Grand  Valley  State  University. 

"I  think  it's  very  exciting,"  Ms.  Detz  told  The  Grand  Rapids  Press  for  a 
story  Friday.  "It  will  help  me  with  my  future  career." 

Several  items,  believed  to  be  between  1,500  and  2,000  years  old,  have 
been  recovered. 

The  items  are  Anishnabeg  artifacts,  which  means  they  are  relics  of  what 
the  Ottawa  language  calls  "the  first  people,"  said  Ari  Adler,  Michigan 
Department  of  Transportation  spokesman. 


One  dig  site  is  a 200-by-35-foot  expanse  underneath  Parking  Lot  B of 
Grand  Valley  State's  Eberhard  Center.  The  second  is  a 100-by-35-foot 
section  across  from  another  parking  lot. 

Small  pieces  of  pottery,  animal  bones,  fire-cracked  rocks,  chipped  stone 
tools  and  spear  points  used  for  hunting  have  been  recovered,  said  Mike 
Hambacher,  one  of  the  Commonwealth  field  directors  overseeing  the  dig. 

"So  far,  the  array  of  material  we're  getting  is  typical  of  village 
life,"  Hambacher  said. 

In  addition  to  the  Anishnabeg  artifacts,  pieces  of  patterned  ceramic 
from  the  late  19th  century  or  early  20th  century  were  found. 

Hambacher  said  the  excavation  will  be  completed  later  this  month.  The 
artifacts  will  then  be  taken  back  to  their  lab  in  Jackson  to  be  cleaned  and 
dated . 

Security  will  be  provided  at  the  site  to  ensure  it  is  not  disturbed 
while  the  dig  continues,  Adler  said. 

While  archaeologists  and  American  Indians  have  not  always  seen  eye  to 
eye,  Ms.  Detz'  mother,  Sharron  Detz,  said  the  tribe  is  pleased  that  MDOT 
consulted  the  tribe  about  how  to  handle  recovered  artifacts. 

The  tribe  has  an  agreement  with  the  state  that  if  any  human  remains  are 
found,  they  will  be  turned  over  to  the  tribe  for  reburial,  she  said.  None 
have  been  found. 

Sharron  Detz  said  she  is  pleased  her  daughter  will  be  able  to  bring  an 
American  Indian  perspective  to  the  field. 

"Now  we'll  have  a voice  at  the  table,"  she  said. 

Tribal  chair  Ron  Yob  said  out  of  respect  for  their  ancestors,  tribe 
members  have  visited  the  site  and  conducted  a ceremony  to  "make  peace  with 
the  spirit  of  the  village." 

"We  came  together  to  celebrate  the  life  that  was  once  here,  and  let  them 
know  that  we're  still  alive  ...  and  that  the  spirits  are  alive  as  long  as 
we  keep  them  alive,"  Yob  said.  "Our  spirit  is  the  same  spirit.  It  doesn't 
die. " 
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Tension  fills  the  air  at  fee  land  hearing 
By  Jodi  Walker  of  the  Tribune 

NEZPERCE  --  In  an  atmosphere  of  hostility  Wednesday,  Linda  Pike  of  the 
Idaho  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  heard  testimony  in  an  appeal  of  denied  tax 
exemption  on  fee  land  owned  by  a Nez  Perce  tribal  member. 

A decision  in  the  case  is  not  expected  until  May  2000. 

The  appeal  was  filed  by  JoAnn  Kauffman  of  Kamiah.  She  and  her  husband,  Tom 
Keefe,  purchased  a city  lot  in  1997.  The  land  had  been  on  the  county's  tax 
rolls,  but  was  soon  removed  because  Kauffman  is  an  enrolled  tribal  member. 

A U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  earlier  this  year  left  Lewis  County 
commissioners  believing  the  land  should  be  taxed  and  the  annual  appeal  for 
tax  exemption  was  denied  for  the  1999  tax  year.  The  commissioners,  sitting 
as  the  board  of  equalization,  denied  the  request  unanimously.  They  also 
denied  exemption  on  seven  properties  owned  by  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe. 

The  first  stage  in  appealing  the  denial  is  with  the  Idaho  Board  of  Tax 
Appeals;  an  administrative  body  made  up  of  three  board  members  from  around 
the  state.  Pike  conducted  that  hearing  this  week  and  will  confer  with  the 
other  two  members  before  making  a final  decision. 

Keefe,  speaking  on  behalf  of  Kauffman,  argued  the  county's  case  is  not 


relevant.  The  county's  documents,  which  were  not  made  available  prior  to 
the  hearing,  address  the  issue  of  diminishment  of  the  reservation.  Keefe 
said  he  and  his  wife  arrived  ready  to  discuss  whether  tribal  members  are 
eligible  for  tax  exemption,  not  whether  the  Nez  Perce  Indian  Reservation 
has  been  diminished. 

He  suggested  the  county's  involvement  in  the  North  Central  Idaho 
Jurisdictional  Alliance  is  the  motivating  factor  in  the  documents. 

"The  North  Central  Idaho  Jurisdictional  Alliance  have  launched  on  this 
course  to  go  on  a broader  assault  of  the  federal  treaty,"  Keefe  said. 

The  alliance  is  a group  of  23  governmental  agencies  that  question  the 
tribe's  claims  of  legal  authority  over  non-Indian  residents  and  property 
within  the  designated  area  of  the  treaty  of  1863. 

Kimron  Torgerson,  prosecuting  attorney  for  Lewis  County,  argued 
diminishment  is  relevant  because  if  the  reservation  has  been  diminished, 
the  property  in  question  is  not  subject  to  tax  exemption  even  if  owned  by  a 
tribal  member. 

"If  that  reservation  has  been  diminished,  it  is  not  designated  land,  it 
is  diminished,"  he  said. 

The  tension  in  the  air  was  obvious  when  Torgerson  refused  to  answer 
questions  by  Keefe  about  whether  diminishment  was  addressed  in  the  county's 
document  that  denied  the  tax  exemption. 

Pike  informed  both  sides  the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  could  hear  more  issues 
than  those  raised  by  the  county's  board  of  equalization. 

"We  are  not  limited  to  what  happened  there,"  she  said.  "The  case  keeps 
getting  bigger  the  higher  up  it  goes." 

Because  of  the  misunderstanding  of  what  could  be  presented,  Kauffman  has 
until  Feb.  1 to  respond  to  the  county's  case.  The  county  will  then  have 
until  Feb.  15  to  respond  to  Kauffman.  She  will  then  be  allowed  one  final 
rebuttal,  which  is  due  by  Feb.  28. 

An  argument  ensued  between  Keefe  and  Torgerson  over  what  information  is 
relevant  to  the  case.  Torgerson  quoted  information  from  a recent  opinion 
that  stated  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  does  not  own  the  water  rights  to  the  entire 
Snake  River  Basin  because  the  reservation  has  been  diminished.  That 
decision  has  been  announced,  but  neither  party  has  seen  a copy  of  the 
actual  opinion. 

"We  are  practicing  law  by  the  newspaper  today,"  Keefe  said. 

In  response,  Keefe  added  his  own  docket  of  court  cases  that  have  not  yet  been 
decided . 

"The  axiom  that  a little  bit  of  knowledge  is  a dangerous  thing  has  been 
proven  here  today,"  he  said. 

Torgerson  noted  he  disapproved  of  the  tone  of  Keefe's  remarks. 

"RE : Civil  Rights  Commission  in  Black  Hills"  

Date:  07  Dec  1999  17:21:40  GMT 
From:  libyad817@aol.com  (Libyad817) 

Subj : Civil  Rights  Com.  in  Black  Hills 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
from  David  Seals  - 

"We're  scared  of  the  cops,"  Faith  Taken  Alive  said  Monday  in  Rapid  City, 
testifying  before  the  US  Commission  on  Civil  Rights,  investigating  more 
murders  of  Natives  throughout  the  Black  Hills  region.  "I'm  scared  now 
they're  taking  my  picture  and  I'm  gonna  be  targeted  after  we  leave  here." 

Scott  German,  also  a Lakota  from  the  South  Dakota  Reservations,  nodded 
agreement  beside  her.  "Yeah.  Everybody's  really  scared.  They're  afraid  to 
talk. " 

The  14  members  of  the  Commission,  including  8 from  a South  Dakota 
Advisory  Committee,  didn't  seem  to  know  what  to  think,  even  though  there 
were  a fair  representation  of  Blacks  and  Asians  and  an  Hispanic  on  the 
Commission,  and  a Native  Elsie  Meeks.  Chairperson  Mary  Frances  Berry  asked 
incredulously  of  elder  Floyd  Hand,  from  Pine  Ridge,  "With  the  talks  all 
last  year  from  the  President's  Panel  on  Racial  Reconciliation,  surely 
you're  having  weekly  or  even  daily  meetings  with  the  police  and  other 


groups  about  this?" 

Floyd  shook  his  head,  "Not  that  I know  of." 

"Nothing?" 

"Nope."  Tom  Poor  Bear  sitting  beside  him  also  shook  his  head,  and  so  did 
Elaine  Holy  Eagle.  "I'm  a fullblood.  We're  not  supposed  to  talk  against 
anyone.  That's  how  we  were  taught.  And  that's  why  we  keep  getting  pushed 
around . " 

Racism  was  the  common  theme  of  dozens  of  grassroots  people,  mostly 
Lakota  Ki,  who  testified  all  day  and  well  into  the  evening.  By  nightfall 
at  least  500  were  politely  listening  to  the  testimonies,  many  waiting 
their  turn  as  well.  The  FBI  also  testified,  as  well  as  US  Attorneys,  Rapid 
City  and  Pennington  County  police,  the  BIA  Superintendent  for  Pine  Ridge, 
and  Tribal  Police  Chiefs.  The  non-Natives  said  they  weren't  racist,  the 
problem  wasn't  racism,  but  rather,  lack  of  funding  for  more  law 
enforcement,  lack  of  communication,  lack  of  education,  etc. 

"No,  it's  racism,"  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  reiterated,  after  listening  to 
them.  "Racism  is  a prejudice  we  all  have. Racism  is  not  just  prejudice  but 
the  power  to  exercise  it.  The  police  have  that  power  over  us  more  than 
anyone  in  Rapid  City,  and  they  use  it." 

Eileen  Iron  Cloud  added,  "We're  afraid  to  drive  at  night  to  the  border 
towns,  or  to  walk  alongside  the  roads  in  South  Dakota.  The  cops  always 
stop  Indians  and  assume  we  been  drinking.  But  they  let  white  people  go." 

One  after  another  they  told  heartbreaking  stories  of  Indians  murdered 
and  lives  ruined  by  unfair  criminal  sentences,  inequities  in  their  civil 
liberties  and  civil  defense  suits,  discrimination  in  jobs  and  hiring 
practices,  routine  prejudice  against  them  in  restaurants  and  on  the 
streets  of  Mobridge,  Sisseton,  Whiteclay,  Gordon,  Rapid  City. 

Peggy  Redday  told  the  excruciating  story  of  her  son  Dustin  run  over  by  a 
pickup  truck  by  a white  man  and  killed,  and  the  white  man  got  only  30  days 
(I  believe  it  was).  She  was  sobbing  in  the  hearings  room,  and,  more  than 
once.  Chairperson  Berry  asked  the  FBI  and  US  Attorneys,  "Why  haven't  you 
investigated  this?  I have  never  heard  such  unawareness  of  how  much  people 
mistrust  you."  Her  remarks  drew  applause  from  the  usually  polite  audience. 

Local  white  rancher  Marv  Kammerer  also  drew  applause  when  he  said,  "I 
hope  this  Commission  sets  the  West  on  fire.  I'm  squatting  on  Lakota  land 
over  here  by  Ellsworth  Air  Force  Base,  and  my  grandfather  squatted  in  1880 
and  we've  always  known  this  was  Treaty  Land.  We  respect  that.  I honor  my 
red  brothers  and  sisters.  The  western  cowboys  are  gonna  be  the  next 
generation  of  Indians  destroyed  by  these  real  estate  thieves  if  we  don't 
watch  out." 

Elder  Richard  Grass  gently  chastised  the  Commission,  saying,  "This  is 
not  your  jurisdiction  though.  We  thank  you  for  coming  here  today,  but  this 
Tribunal  is  in  the  hands  of  our  traditional  Government.  We  are  recognized 
internationally  as  a sovereign  Nation,  and  we're  not  going  to  beg  from  the 
United  States." 

"We  hope  you  will  not  sugar-coat  this  Report,"  Floyd  Hand  added. 

"Get  your  hands  dirty  and  dig  into  these  cases,"  Scott  German  said, 
handing  them  documents  of  many  cases  of  civil  rights  violations,  as  did 
many  other  witnesses  like  Phyllis  Hollow  Horn,  Mark  White  Bull  in  the  case 
for  Boo  Many  Horses  murdered  in  Mobridge  by  4 white  man  who  were  acquited 
for  stuffing  Many  Horses  upside  down  in  a trash  can,  David  Seaboy,  Darlene 
Renville  Pipe  Boy,  and  Ted  Means. 

The  remarkable  thing  about  the  2 days  of  testimony  - including  a visit 
by  the  Commission  on  Sunday  to  White  Clay,  where  Wilson  Black  Elk  and  Ron 
Hard  Heart  were  murdered  last  summer  - was  that  it  was  almost  unique  as  an 
occasion  for  people  to  be  heard  who  are  rarely  if  ever  allowed  to  be  heard 

We  heard  the  Zephiers  of  Yankton  tell  of  an  FBI  Agent  (whom  several 
Commissioners  would  not  allow  them  to  name  publicly)  who  molested  their 
little  daughter,  the  father  wailing  painfully  in  the  room,  his  cries  like 
a gunshot  in  the  air,  "That  guy  destroyed  my  little  girl's  Spirit!  And 
nobody's  doing  nothing  about  it!" 

A white  artist  said,  "Loren  Two  Bulls  was  my  friend,  and  an  exceptional 
artist.  He  was  found  drowned  head  first  in  the  Creek,  and  there  are 
Skinheads  patrolling  up  and  down  Rushmore  Street;  and  none  of  the  art 
galleries  around  here  even  honored  his  work  with  a showing." 


Another  white  woman  said,  "Anybody  with  a brain  or  a heart  around  here 
can  see  this  is  racism.  But  they  don't.  The  people  in  Rapid  City  don't 
care.  They  just  don't  care." 

Pine  Ridge  BIA  Superintendent  Robert  Ecoffey  responded  to  a question 
from  the  asian  woman  on  the  Panel,  when  she  asked  him  that  surely  the 
recent  Economic  Revitalization  Act  was  helping  the  Reservation  with 
creation  of  businesses  to  alleviate  the  90%  unemployment.  "No.  I don't 
know  of  a single  lending  institution  in  South  Dakota  or  Nebraska  that 
doesn't  just  red-line  any  application  for  a loan  from  anybody  with  a Pine 
Ridge  address."  The  Commission  looked  shocked  again. 

Regional  Director  John  Dulles  said,  "Well,  in  California  I know  the 
small  Indian  Reservations  are  doing  much  better  now  with  Casinos.  They're 
making  donations  to  political  candidates  and  meeting  regularly  with  the 
Governor.  Can't  that  happen  here  too?" 

Floyd  Hand  said,  "I  don't  know.  It's  not.  We're  dealing  with  Governor 
lanklow  here." 

Chairperson  Berry  asked,  "I  don't  know  him.  But  couldn't  you  try  to  do 
something  like  that  here?" 

Tom  Poor  Bear  laughed,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  audience,  "lanklow?  It 

would  be  a hard  sell.  For  now  all  I can  think  of  is  to  demand  an 

investigation  of  Sheridan  County,  Nebraska  into  the  murders  of  my  brothers 
That's  what  Camp  lustice  is  doing  now,  that's  our  focus." 

Elaine  Holy  Eagle  explained  it  further  for  the  perplexed  Panel,  "Money 
is  not  our  priority  here.  It's  not  what  we  were  taught.  We're  fullbloods." 

Dennis  Banks  and  the  Bellecourts  and  Michael  Haney  showed  up  to  draw 
some  attention  from  the  people,  though.  It  was  ludicrous  to  watch  Clyde 
running  after  the  TV  cameras  out  in  the  hall  of  the  luxurious  Holiday  Inn, 

and  the  4 of  them  butted  in  to  testify,  joking  with  the  Commission  and 

shaking  their  hands.  But  it  was  too  bad  the  only  thing  that  made  the  KOTA 
News  at  10:30  (after  Monday  Night  Football)  was  Clyde  and  Michael  talking 
about  their  organization  protesting  the  Washington  Redskins.  After  they 
testified  and  got  interviewed  they  left.  They  didn't  listen  to  the  people. 

And  the  media  barely  covered  the  real  story.  I suspect,  like  many  others 
that  nothing  will  come  of  this  Commission  hearing.  They  promised  to  write 
a Report  in  90  days,  and  maybe  follow  up  with  more  hearings  and  subpoena 
some  witnesses.  But  their  bylaws  only  allow  them  to  monitor  civil  rights 
enforcement  by  federal  agencies.  The  last  time  they  were  here  was  February 
1973,  just  before  the  Wounded  Knee  Occupation,  and  there  have  thousands  of 
uninvestigated  murders  and  imprisonments  and  lives  and  hopes  ruined  since. 
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[Department  of  the  Interior  Assistant  Secretary  M.  lohn]  Berry  said 
he  will  not  intervene  with  any  actions  by  Hawaiians  to  obtain 
self-determination  through  either  an  international  tribunal  or  at  the 
United  Nations  level. 

"We  recognize  that  native  Hawaiians  are  not  American  Indians.  They 
are  unique,  and  we  appreciate  that." 

"There  is  a great  ignorance  on  the  mainland  to  the  history  of  Hawaii, 
to  the  history  of  the  sorry  treatment  of  native  Hawaiians  by  the 
United  States,  and  that  needs  to  be  elevated,"  he  said.  "We  need  to 
be  about  educating  Americans,  because  Americans  are  a justice-loving 
people . " 

- Honolulu  Star-Bulletin,  December  11,  1999 


Ka  Pae'aina  o Hawai'i  Loa 
United  Independence  Statement 
December  9,  1999 
Kaumakapili  Church 


{ http://hawaii-nation.org/united-independence.html  } 


We,  individuals,  organizations,  and  representatives  of  the  nation  of 
Hawai'i,  though  diverse  in  our  various  opinions  of  strategies  and 
pathways  to  the  achievement  of  Hawaiian  sovereignty,  hereby  unite  in 
our  common  voice  for  the  independence  of  this  Pae' aina  0 Hawai'i  Loa. 

We  have  faith  that  our  nation  continues  to  live  as  long  as  we  remain 
steadfast  in  support  of  our  national  life,  regardless  of  the  years  of 
colonization,  the  massive  military  occupation,  the  economic 
domination  and  the  many  other  efforts  to  wipe  out  our  national  memory 
and  resistance  to  this  occupation. 

The  United  States  of  America  (U.S.)  which  committed  an  act  of 
aggression  against  our  sovereign  national  territory  on  January  17, 

1893  has  itself  confessed  to  its  delinquent  act  through  the  person  of 
U.S.  President  Grover  Cleveland  in  his  joint  message  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  on  December  18,  1893. 

[ http://www.hawaii-nation.org/cleveland.html  ] 

The  U.S.  has  confirmed  the  message  of  President  Cleveland,  confessing 
to  its  delinquency,  by  apologizing  to  the  "Native  Hawaiian  people, " 
declaring  on  November  23,  1993  in  Public  Law  103-150: 

The  indigenous  Hawaiian  people  never  directly  relinquished  their  claims 
to  their  inherent  sovereignty  as  a people  or  over  their  national  lands  to 
the  United  States,  either  through  their  monarchy  or  through  a plebiscite 
or  referendum. 

[ http://www.hawaii-nation.org/publawall.html  ] 

U.S.  Public  Law  103-150  echoes  the  Memorial  adopted  by  Kanaka  Hawai'i 
(Hawaiian  citizens)  on  October  8,  1897,  who  met  in  mass  rally  at 
Palace  Square,  Honolulu,  protesting  contemplated  annexation  of  the 
United  States,  by  stating  in  part: 

That  your  memorialists  humbly  but  fervently  protest  against  the 
consummation  of  this  invasion  of  their  political  rights;  and  they 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  President,  the  Congress  and  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  to  refrain  from  further  participating  in  the  wrong  so 
proposed;  and  they  invoke  in  support  of  this  memorial  the  spirit  of 
that  immortal  Instrument,  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence; 
and  especially  the  truth  there  in  expressed,  that  Governments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  - and  here  repeat, 
that  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  forms 
of  Government  imposed  by  the  so-called  Republic  of  Hawaii,  and  to 
said  proposed  Treaty  of  Annexation,  has  never  been  asked  by  and  is 
not  accorded,  either  to  said  Government  or  to  said  project  of 
Annexation . 

That  the  consummation  of  the  project  of  Annexation  dealt  with  in  said 
Treaty  would  be  subversive  of  the  personal  and  political  rights  of 
these  memorialists,  and  of  the  Hawaiian  people  and  Nation,  and  would 
be  a negation  of  the  rights  and  principles  proclaimed  in  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence,  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  schemes  of  government  of  all  other  civilized 
and  representative  Governments. 

Wherefore  your  memorialists  respectfully  submit  that  they,  no  less 
than  the  citizens  of  any  American  Commonwealth,  are  entitled  to 
select,  ordain  and  establish  for  themselves,  such  forms  of  Government 
as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and 
happiness;  and  that  questions  of  such  moment  to  the  Hawaiian  people 
as  are  proposed  to  be  settled  by  said  Treaty,  are  questions  upon 
which  people  have  the  right,  in  the  form  of  Conscience,  to  be  heard; 


and  that  said  Hawaiian  people  have  thus  fan  been  denied  the  privilege 
of  being  heard  upon  said  questions. 

[ http://www.hawaii-nation.org/memorial.html  ] 

As  our  ancestors  of  a century  ago  also  joined  together  asserting 
their  unified  devotion  to  their  Pae' aina  o Hawai'i  Loa  (Hawaiian 
nation),  we  too  gather,  in  the  steps  of  our  ancestors,  firmly  devoted 
to  our  human  rights  and  fundamental  freedom  to  self-determination  and 
self-governance . 

As  the  Commission  on  Reconciliation  visits  our  Hawaiian  Islands, 
taking  testimonies  of  the  depth  of  the  injuries  we  suffer,  asking  us 
to  submit  our  views  for  proper  remedy  and  consideration,  we  present 
the  following  united  statement: 

1.  No  submission  to  jurisdiction.  We  come  before  this  commission  as  Kanaka 
Hawai'i  (Hawaiian  nationals)  and  not  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  We  do  not  admit  to  jurisdiction  of  this  commission  or  the  United 
States  of  America  as  being  the  final  arbiter  of  the  depth  of  our  injury 
or  the  recourse  appropriate  to  the  injuries. 

2.  Proper  alignment  of  parties.  Hawai'i,  a sovereign  nation  recognized  in 
the  international  community  of  nations,  has  been  invaded  and  occupied 
for  over  a century  by  the  United  States  of  America,  a sovereign 
nation  equally  recognized.  International  violations  have  occurred. 

The  U.S.  Congress  and  two  presidents  have  so  confessed.  The  proper 
parties  to  a process  of  reconciliation  for  these  illegal  acts  are  the 
representatives  of  these  two  nations.  The  current  U.S.  commission 
attempting  to  take  testimonies  of  the  Kanaka  Hawai'i  Maoli  (Native 
Hawaiian  people)  does  not  arise  to  the  appropriate  process  for  a true 
reconciliation  of  the  delinquent  acts  against  Ka  Pae' aina  0 Hawai'i 
Loa.  At  most,  this  process  can  only  address  a partial  attempt  to 
relieve  the  current  distress  of  the  people's  day  to  day  plight. 

3.  Diminished  status  of  commission.  The  members  of  the  current 
commission  coming  from  the  Departments  of  Interior  and  Justice  have 
competence  only  over  the  internal  affairs  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  They  have  declared  as  much.  The  appropriate  department  to 
sit  over  matters  of  these  international  affairs  should  be  the  U.S. 

State  Department. 

4.  No  extinguishment  of  our  right  to  Self-Determination.  Whatever  the 
outcome  of  the  current  commission's  hearings,  including  legislation 
which  may  arise  therefrom,  should  not  be  construed  as  a concession  by 
us  or  an  extinguishment  of  our  right  to  Self-Determination.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  seek  proper  redress  to  our  self-determining 
rights  before  an  appropriate,  impartial  international  forum. 

Reconciliation  may  properly  occur  only  when  certain  basic 
requirements  have  been  met.  The  overthrow  injured  Ka  Pae' aina  o 
Hawai'i  Loa  (Hawaiian  nation),  not  simply  individual  Kanaka  Hawai'i 
Maoli  ("Native  Hawaiians.")  Therefore,  a precondition  for 
reconciliation  must  be  the  restoration  of  the  sovereign  Pae' aina  0 
Hawai'i  Loa  (Hawaiian  nation),  after  which  proper  reconciliation 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Pae' aina  0 Hawai'i  Loa  (Hawaiian 
nation)  may  proceed.  We  call  on  the  United  States  to  remove  all 
impediments  to  Kanaka  Hawaii  (Hawaiian  nationals')  free  exercise  of 
their  nationality,  and  to  cooperate  in  a peaceful  and  rational 
process  for  restoring  the  governing  powers  of  a sovereign  Pae' aina  o 
Hawai  i Loa  (Hawaiian  nation.) 

The  above  statements  concur  with  the  position  of  the  United  States 
Secretary  of  State,  W.  Q.  Gresham,  when  he  wrote  to  President  Grover 
Cleveland  on  October  18,  1893: 

The  Government  of  Hawaii  surrendered  its  authority  under  a threat  of 
war,  until  such  time  only  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 


upon  the  facts  being  presented  to  it,  should  reinstate  the 
constitutional  sovereign  . . . 

Should  not  the  great  wrong  done  to  an  ...  independent  State  by  an 
abuse  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States  be  undone  by  restoring 
the  legitimate  government?  Anything  short  of  that  will  not,  I 
respectfully  submit,  satisfy  the  demands  of  justice. 

Can  the  United  States  consistently  insist  that  other  nations  shall 
respect  the  independence  of  Hawaii  while  not  respecting  it  ourselves 
Our  Government  was  the  first  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
Islands,  and  it  should  be  the  last  to  acquire  sovereignty  over  them 
by  force  and  fraud. 

[ http://www.hawaii-nation.org/gresham.html  ] 

We  demand  the  United  States  honor  its  own  laws,  as  well  as 
international  and  customary  laws,  and  begin  the  process  of 
restoration  of  the  independent  and  sovereign  Pae'aina  o Hawai'i  Loa 
(nation  of  Hawai'i).  We  stand  united  and  steadfast  in  our  commitment 
to  Independence  for  Ka  Pae'aina  o Hawai'i  Loa. 

E mau  ke  ea  o ka  'aina  i ka  pono. 

E 'onipa'a  kakou  e na  pua  o Hawai'i. 

Aloha  'aina. 

Norman  E.P.  Aweal,  Native  Hawaiian  Delegation 
Kekuni  Blaisdell,  Kanaka  Maoli  Tribunal  Komike 
Lynette  Hi'ilani  Cruz,  Ahupua'a  Action  Alliance 
lohn  M.  Dudoit  III,  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
Larry  Eclarin,  Purdy  Ohana  - Molokai 
Kau'i  P.  Goodhue,  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
Fred  Gowen,  Tlingit  & Haida 

Eunice  0.  Kaho' okele/McElroy,  Ka  Leo  Ku'oko'a 
Kalei  Kailikini,  Purdy  Ohana  - Molokai 

Kalikolehua  K.  Kanaele,  Sr.,  Aloha  'aina  Life  & Education  Center  / 
Royal  Order  of  Kamehameha 
Pu'uhonua  Bumpy  Kanahele,  Nation  of  Hawai'i 
S.  Kaleikoa  Ka'eo,  N.O.A. 

David  K.  Keanu,  Hawaiian  Patriotic  League 
Homer  Keanu 

Rebecca  Mikala  Kekahu,  Koani  Foundation  - Kauai 
lohn  "Butch"  Kekahu,  Koani  Foundation  - Kauai 
Harvey  Keliikoa,  Hawai'i  Pae  'aina  Coalition  - Hawai'i 
Ku'ulei  A.  Kiliona,  Cititzen  of  Ka  Lahui  Hawai'i 
Poka  Laenui,  Hawai'i 

Vernal  P.  Lindsey,  The  Lawful  Hawaiian  Government 
lames  N.  Nakapa'ahu,  Kanaka  Maoli  Liberation 
Barry  Napoleon,  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i 

Kihei  Soli  Niheu,  Nuclear  Free  and  Independent  Pacific 
Kunani  Nihipali,  Hui  Malama  I Na  Kupuna  0 Hawai'i  Nei 
Ho' oipokalaena' auoNakea  Pa,  Ke  Kia'i  / NHAC 
Rev.  Kaleo  Patterson,  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition 

A' o Pohakuku,  Spiritual  Nation  of  Ku  / Hui  Ea:  Council  of  Sovereigns 

Troy  Auld  Reikow,  The  Hawaiian  News  - Ko  Hawai'i  Pono' I 

Peggy  Ha'o  Ross,  Ohana  '0  Hawai'i 

Irma  P.  Sai,  Hawaiian  Patriotic  League 

Keanu  Sai,  Hawaiian  Subject 

Noenoe  K.  Silva,  1897  Palapala  Ho'opi'i  Ku'e  Ho'ohui  'Aina 
(Anti-annexation  Petitions) 

Henry  E.  Smith,  lr.,  Hawaiian  Convention 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Van  Culin,  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition 

limmy  K.  Wong,  Ohana  0 Komomua  - Kona 

Toni  Auld  Yardley,  The  Hawaiian  News  - Ko  Hawai'i  Pono' I 
Po'okela,  Spiritual  Nation  of  Ku 


Kana'ij  Spiritual  Nation  of  Ku 


In  response  to  Rice  v.  Cayetano  [http://www.nativehawaiians.com/]  and  the 
federal  "reconciliation"  hearings  [http://www.oha.org/reconciliation/Jj 
Kanaka  United  for  Actionj  a network  of  maka'ainana  Kanaka  Maoli 
organizationSj  with  the  support  of  the  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition  and  Ke 
Kia' i convened  a series  of  three  meetings  with  leaders  of  various  Hawaiian 
independence  organizations  and  entities  from  the  different  islands.  The 
purpose  was  to  unite  the  proponents  of  Hawaiian  independence  and  put  forth 
joint  position  on  independence.  This  statement  on  independence  was  the 
product  of  these  meetings.  We  invite  others  who  support  this  statement  to 
sign  on.  Contact:  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition  c/o  766  N.  King  Streetj 
HonolulUj  Hawai'i  96817.  (808)  845-0908. 


Visit  our  web  site  for  links  to  local  and  national  coverage  of  the 
federal  "reconciliation"  hearings. 

{ http://hawaii-nation.org/  ] 


Any  interested  party  may  submit  written  testimony  to  the  Committee  on 
Reconciliation  prior  to  Ian.  1 , 2000j  to: 

Assistant  Secretary  M.  Dohn  Berry 

c/o  Document  Management  Unit 

Department  of  the  Interior 

1849  C Streetj  N.W.,  Mailstop  7229 

Washingtonj  D.C.  20240 

Fax:  202-208-3230 


[ Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  j 

[ info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  j 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian j whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Minnehaha  25  Trial  Resolved"  

Date:  Wedj  8 Dec  1999  15:03:51  -0600 
From:  power4u  <power4u@mtn.org> 

Subj : Minnehaha  25  Trial  Resolved 

Press  Release 

Minnehaha  25  Trial  Resolved. 

Intimidated  by  the  prospect  of  a mass  political  trial  for  the  25 
people  accused  of  defending  Minnehaha  Park  and  sacred  sites  in  the 
path  of  the  proposed  reroute  of  Highway  55j  city  prosecutor  Steve 
Heng  offered  the  defendants  an  exceptional  plea  bargain  on  Mondayj 
December  6thj  1999.  By  the  early  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of 
trialj  Heng  offered  all  the  accused  a $50.00  fine  for  the  plea  of 
guilty  to  a noncriminal  petty  misdemeanor.  Protestors  accepted  this 
deal  while  dictating  the  following  restrictions : 

-all  charges  would  be  dropped  against  two  defendants 
-as  Alfred  plea  ( no  contest  ) could  be  entered  rather  than  guilty, 
-each  defendant  would  have  the  opportunity  to  enter  a statement  into 
the  record  explaining  her/his  actions. 

-each  defendant  would  reserve  her/his  right  to  pursue  civil  charges 
against  the  State  for  discriminatory  arrests  and  police  brutality. 

The  defendants  expressed  that  it  is  their  priority  to  actively  defend 
the  sacred  land  and  waters  in  the  path  of  the  proposed  reroute  rather 
than  participate  in  the  inefficient  bureaucracies  of  the  court. 

They  condemned  the  physical  violence  used  by  law  enforcement  officers 
against  nonviolent  protestors  and  bystanders.  The  defendants  cited 
federal  laws  and  treaty  rights  which  the  MnDoT  reroute  violates. 

They  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  true  criminals  in  the  project  to 


reroute  Highway  55  are  those  who  have  put  out  the  orders  to  mow  down 
the  trees  in  Minnehaha  Park,  to  de-water  Minnehaha  Creek  and  to  dig 
up  the  graves  of  ancestors  and  destroy  sacred  sites. 

Press  Contact:  Dim  Anderson  (612)  910-0730. 
live  simply 


"RE : Treatment  from  Indian  Healers  for  Veterans"  
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Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Veterans  agency  agrees  to  provide  treatment  from  Indian  healers 
By  Lubna  Khan 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (AP)  _ It  is  dark  and  hot.  The  silence  is  broken  by  the 
crackling  of  cedar  against  fired  stones.  Water  is  poured  over  the  stones 
and  steam  seeps  out  inside  the  sweat  lodge. 

A drum  beat  slowly  builds,  accompanied  by  the  staccato  rhythm  of  a 
Lakota  spiritual  as  the  Native  American  purification  ritual  begins. 

"When  we  are  here,  we  are  relations,  we  are  one  family,  we  leave 
everything  else  outside,"  said  Robert  Dorin,  a Lakota  who  leads  weekly 
sweat  lodge  ceremonies  at  St.  Mary's  rehabilitation  center,  a halfway 
house  for  drug  addicts  and  alcoholics. 

The  religious  ceremony  dates  back  centuries,  but  now  it  has  a 
bureaucratic  seal  of  approval  from  the  Veterans  Administration,  which  has 
agreed  to  provide  it  as  a treatment  for  Native  American  veterans. 

Dorin  will  conduct  sweats  for  the  Salt  Lake  City  Veterans  Affairs 
Medical  Center's  patients.  The  sweat  lodge  is  a wood  framed  dome  covered 
with  heavy  blankets.  Heated  rocks  placed  in  a pit  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor  provide  the  heat. 

About  one  year  after  the  Utah  Intertribal  Veteran's  Association  made  the 
request,  the  center  has  agreed  to  consider  the  sweat  lodge  ritual  and 
other  traditional  native  treatments  for  its  patients,  said  Nancy  Imhoff- 
Smith,  spokeswoman  for  the  medical  center. 

"We  believe  that  a person's  spirituality  is  a large  part  of  their 
ability  to  achieve  good  health,"  Imhoff -Smith  said.  "This  an  area  we  had 
not  branched  into." 

Utah  is  following  the  lead  of  veteran's  hospitals  in  South  Dakota  and 
Minnesota  that  have  been  offering  sweat  lodges  and  other  traditional 
practices  for  years,  said  Paul  Sherbo,  a spokesman  for  the  Veterans 
Administration  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Midwestern  states. 

"One  of  the  reasons  it's  important  for  us  to  do  this  is  that  there  are  a 
lot  of  Native  Americans  veterans,"  Sherbo  said.  Native  Americans  are  three 
times  more  likely  to  have  served  in  the  military  than  the  general 
population,  he  said. 

Dorin  is  not  charging  for  the  ritual,  so  the  only  cost  to  the  veterans 
hospital  will  be  driving  patients  across  the  city  to  St.  Mary's. 

Utah  is  home  to  at  least  45  different  Indian  tribes,  each  with  slightly 
different  traditions.  But  the  sweat  lodge  is  common  to  all  of  them. 

Getting  the  VA's  approval  for  sweat  lodges  is  a victory  for  the 
intertribal  association  because  it  brings  official  recognition  to  native 
religions,  said  Clifton  Oppenhein,  commander  of  the  Utah  Intertribal 
Veterans  Association. 

"The  VA  hospitals  have  long  since  had  chaplains  and  people  from  various 
religions  who  go  and  meet  with  patients,  yet  it's  been  difficult  to 
establish  that  a Native  American  healer  represents  a religion,"  Oppenhein 
said . 

The  VA  is  recognizing  sweat  lodges  but  it  is  careful  about  the  term 
"healers . " 

"I  don't  profess  to  be  a healer  or  to  have  any  special  powers,"  said 
Dorin.  "There's  no  magic,  but  a lot  of  people  do  seem  to  feel  different 
when  they  come  out  of  a sweat." 

Utah  Sen.  Pete  Suazo,  D-Salt  Lake  City,  is  part  Native  American.  He  was 


among  a group  of  six  who  attended  a sweat  lodge  with  Dorin  in  early 
November. 

"The  sweat  lodge  ceremony  is  as  much  about  physical  healing  as  it  is 
emotional/'  said  Dorin.  "In  our  culture,  you  can't  separate  one  from  the 
other. " 

The  sweat  lodge  tradition  is  generations  away  from  modern  medical 
practices.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  seven  sacred  ceremonies  Plains  Indians 
believe  was  passed  downto  them  by  a spiritual  messenger  sent  to  help  the 
Lakotas  during  a famine,  according  to  Forrest  Cuch,  director  of  the  Utah 
Division  of  Indian  Affairs.  Cuch,  who  also  runs  a sweat  lodge,  said  it  is 
not  known  where  the  tradition  began,  but  that  it  spread  through  out  the 
High  Plains  into  Utah,  Colorado,  Montana,  the  Dakotas  and  Canada. 

"Providing  the  sweat  lodge  is  an  excellent  gesture  and  it  represents  an 
extremely  high  level  of  cultural  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  veteran's 
hospital  administration,"  Cuch  said.  "And  for  us,  it's  a form  of  mental, 
spiritual  and  emotional  healing." 

c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
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>From  the  Gift  of  the  Iroquois  to  the  Creation  of  Nunavut 
Martin  O'Malley 
CBC  NEWS  ONLINE 
Updated:  October,  1999 

Major  news  events  involving  aboriginal  Canadians  have  become  a regular 
feature  of  Canadian  life. 

Early  in  1999,  there  was  the  creation  of  Nunavut,  the  first  territory  or 
province  in  Canada  with  an  aboriginal  majority.  As  1999  was  drawing  to  an 
end,  more  aboriginal  news: 

Tension  between  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  fishermen  resulted  from  a 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  giving  year-round  fishing  rights  to 
Mi'kmaq  and  Maliseet  people  in  Atlantic  Canada  . The  Court  based  their 
judgment  on  a 100-year-old  treaty. 

A new  battle  involving  aboriginal  fisherman  in  British  Columbia,  with 
police  in  boats  pulling  in  fishing  nets  during  a violent  confrontation  on 
the  water.  The  Samson  Cree  of  Alberta  have  launched  a $1.4  billion  lawsuit 
against  the  federal  government,  alleging  mismanagement  of  the  band's 
petroleum  resources. 

The  case  is  expected  to  come  to  court  in  Dune,  2000. 

And  more  to  come. 

It  is  part  of  the  fabric  of  Canada,  a brave  federation  of  differences: 
multiculturalism  official  bilingualism,  minority  rights,  cultural  and 
geographic  diversity,  ancient  grievances.  Managing  these  differences  is  a 
constant  juggling  act,  a high  stakes  poker  game,  an  act  of  faith.  There 
was  the  dangerous  standoff  between  police  and  Mohawks  at  Oka  near  Montreal, 
the  threat  of  a breakaway  partition  by  the  Crees  of  northern  Quebec  if 
separatists  take  the  province  out  of  Canada,  the  Inuit  and  Innu  in 
Labrador  blocking  development  of  Inco's  massive  nickel  find  at  Voisey's 
Bay. 

And  back,  back  in  time,  the  plains  rebellion  led  by  Metis  leader  Louis 
Riel.  On  Nov  30,  1998,  an  event  of  political,  historical  and  cultural 
significance  occurred  when  Chief  Doseph  Gosnell  led  his  Nisga'a  people  to 
the  doors  of  the  British  Columbia  legislature  in  Victoria.  The  Nisga'a 
delegation  brought  with  them  a canoe,  which  they  placed  on  the  steps  of 
the  legislature.  "The  canoe  symbolizes  a cargo  of  hope,"  one  of  the 


Nisga'a  explained. 

The  last  time  they  made  the  trek,  in  1887,  barricades  blocked  their  way 
to  "The  Big  House"  and  they  were  unable  to  sign  the  treaty  they  had  been 
promised.  The  Nisga'a  returned  home  empty-handed,  after  paddling  750 
kilometres  up  the  wild  coast  to  the  remote  Nass  River  Valley. 

The  return  trip  in  1998  was  far  more  than  symbolic.  This  time.  Premier 
Glen  Clark  escorted  the  the  Nisga'a  into  the  Big  House  where  Chief  Gosnell 
had  been  invited  to  make  a speech,  an  honour  reserved  for  visiting  heads 
of  state.  The  Nisga'a  are  expected  to  get  their  treaty,  though  it  requires 
approval  of  both  the  British  Columbia  legislature  and  the  House  of  Commons 
The  treaty  gives  the  6,000  Nisga'a  title  to  2,000  square  kilometres  of  the 
lower  Nass  Valley,  limited  self-government,  extensive  fishing  and  logging 
rights,  and  $340  million. 

It  is  the  first  treaty  negotiated  by  the  B.C.  government  in  more  than  a 
century,  a momentous  event  in  the  history  of  aboriginal  Canadians.  And 
there's  more  to  come:  50  other  aboriginal  groups  are  waiting  to  negotiate 
other  treaties  with  the  B.C.  government.  Paul  Tennant,  professor  of 
political  science  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia,  says  the  Nisga'a 
treaty  marks  a social  shift  in  the  province.  "It  means  a new  view  of  what 
it  means  to  be  a British  Columbian,"  he  said.  "It  really  marks  the  death 
of  the  old  white  tribe." 

Chief  Dim  Antoine  when  he  was  26,  talking  to  Judge  Thomas  Berger  in  1975 
Antoine  is  the  new  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  Back,  back  in 
time...  If  you  fly  beyond  Old  Crow  Flats  in  northern  Yukon  you  can  see  the 
remains  of  ancient  logs  that  form  massive,  man-made  structures  once  used 
to  catch  caribou.  Aboriginal  Canadians  call  them  "the  caribou  corrals." 

The  corrals  were  designed  to  capture  migrating  caribou.  The  log  walls  of 
the  corral  were  higher  than  the  caribou.  The  animals  entered  at  a place 
where  the  corrals  were  about  five  kilometres  wide.  The  corrals  gradually 
narrowed  until  the  caribou  were  trapped,  providing  a convenient  bin  of 
live  meat,  enough  to  feed  dozens  of  families  over  the  long  Yukon  winter. 
Finding  the  caribou  corrals  excited  archeologists,  anthropologists  and 
paleontologists.  They  discovered  that  some  of  the  logs  used  for  the  corral 
walls  had  been  fashioned  by  stone  axes,  which  suggested  the  corrals  might 
have  been  used  in  prehistoric  times.  By  carbon-dating  fossil  bones  by  the 
corrals,  scientists  determined  they  were  30,000  years  old,  which  proved  to 
be  a rare  instance  of  direct  evidence  of  human  activity  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere. 

There  is  more  to  be  learned  from  aboriginal  culture  than  caribou  corrals 
and  stone  axes.  The  federal  systems  of  government  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  are  modeled  on  the  system  of  government  devised  by  the  Iroquois. 

The  Iroquois  system  took  care  to  protect  individual  liberties  and  freedoms 
including  gender  equality.  Thomas  Jefferson,  America's  third  president  and 
one  of  the  drafters  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  observed  that  among  the 
Iroquois  "every  man,  with  them,  is  perfectly  free  to  follow  his  own 
inclinations.  But  if,  in  doing  this,  he  violates  the  rights  of  another,  if 
the  case  be  slight,  he  is  punished  by  the  disesteem  of  society  or,  as  we 
say,  public  opinion;  if  serious,  he  is  tomahawked  as  a serious  enemy." 
Jefferson  used  this  to  draft  his  First  Amendment,  which  allows  freedom 
until  it  violates  another  person's  rights.  In  their  1991  book  Occupied 
Canada,  authors  Robert  Hunter  and  Robert  Calihoo  devote  a chapter  to  "The 
Great  Gift  of  the  Iroquois,"  in  which  they  describe  some  of  the  workings 
of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy:  "Factionalism  with  the  confederacy  was 
reduced  by  building  in  a system  of  clan  kinships  that  transcended  the 
borders  of  different  tribes.  Thus,  the  clans  of  the  Hawk,  Turtle,  Wild 
Potatoes,  Great  Bear  or  Deer  Pigeon  would  have  had  members  among  the 
Mohawks,  Seneca,  Onondagas,  Oneidas,  and  Cayuga  alike,  and  these 
individuals  would  view  each  other  as  members  of  the  same  family." 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  so  impressed  by  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  that  he 
championed  it  as  a model  to  unite  the  new  colonies,  urging  that  each 
colony  become  a state  with  control  over  internal  affairs,  with  a federal 
council  responsible  for  external  matters.  This  became  the  basis  of  the 
Articles  of  Confederation. 


The  story  is  rich,  vast,  confusing. 


Consider,  for  a start,  the  nomenclature.  Is  it  "aboriginal  Canadians"  or 
"first  peoples"  or  "natives"  or  "Indians"  or  "First  Nations  People"  or 
"indigenous  people"?  They're  all  correct,  with  some  mild  fretting  over 
politically-correct  hemlines,  which  at  least  has  eliminated  such  clunkers 
as  the  English  "redskins"  and  the  French  sauvages.  We  still  call  it  "the 
Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs."  Aboriginals  find  demeaning  the 
use  of  possessives  such  as  "Canada's  aboriginals"  and  "Canada's  natives," 
though  "native"  is  acceptable  if  used  to  modify  "people"  and  "leaders"  and 
"communities . " 

Consider  the  languages.  The  largest  aboriginal  language  group  is 
Algonquian,  spoken  by  some  100,000  people.  The  Algonquian  language  group 
actually  contains  nine  aboriginal  languages:  Abenaki,  Blackfoot,  Delaware, 
Mi'kmaq,  Maliseet,  Montagnais-Naskapi,  Ojibwa,  Potawatomi,  and  Cree.  The 
Crees  are  spread  across  Canada  in  various  groupings,  each  with  their  own 
dialects:  Plains,  Swampy,  Northern,  Woods,  Moose,  and  East.  On  the  matter 
of  the  Mi'kmaq,  the  word  comes  from  "nikmaq,"  which  aboriginals  gave  to 
the  French  and  Basque  fishermen  and  explorers  in  the  17th  century. 
Essentially  it  means  "my  kin-friends."  The  Mi'kmaq,  when  referring  to 
themselves,  use  the  term  "L'nu'k,"  which  means  "the  people"  or  "humans." 
Mi'kmaq  is  pronounced  Mig-mow(as  in  "owl"). 

The  complexity  cries  out  for  perspective,  which  I found  one  afternoon  in 
May,  1975,  in  Inuvik  where  the  Mackenzie  River  empties  into  the  Beaufort 
Sea . 

I was  talking  to  an  Eskimo  named  Abe  Okpik.  Abe  and  I were  both  on 
assignment  with  the  Mackenzie  Valley  Pipeline  Inquiry,  popularly  known  as 
the  Berger  Inquiry  after  the  chairman,  Mr.  Justice  Thomas  Berger. 

"Three  times  this  morning  I heard  someone  say  Inuit,"  Okpik  told  me. 
Then,  with  exquisite  timing  over  his  mug  of  coffee,  he  added,  "The 
anthropologists  must  be  early  this  summer." 

Okpik  died  early  in  1998,  by  which  time  he  had  comfortably  embraced  the 
use  of  "Inuit"  to  describe  "Eskimos,"  a southern  aboriginal  expression  for 
"eaters  of  raw  meat."  And  why  not?  "Inuit"  means  "the  people,"  as  in 
"people  everywhere."  It  is  also  plural;  one  Inuit  is  an  "Inuk."  Abe  told 
me  an  Inuk  can  denote  two  Inuit  by  somehow  saying  Inuuk.  The  Berger 
Commission  was  a watershed  event  in  the  history  of  aboriginal  Canadians, 
examining  the  lives  and  living  conditions  of  the  people  of  the  Mackenzie 
Valley  and  further  north  to  Sachs  Flarbour  and  Holman  Island.  Judge  Berger 
held  formal  hearings  in  Yellowknife,  and  community  hearings  in  scattered 
villages  and  encampments  across  the  western  Arctic.  He  ended  up  taking  his 
commission  across  southern  Canada,  all  the  way  to  the  Maritimes.  "We 
possess  a terrible  self-centredness,  even  arrogance,  as  a people,"  Berger 
said,  referring  to  non-aboriginal  Canadians.  "History  is  what  happened  to 
us . 

We  dismiss  as  a curiosity  what  has  gone  before.  The  culture,  values  and 
traditions  of  native  people  amount  to  more  than  crafts  and  carvings.  Their 
respect  for  the  wisdom  of  their  elders,  their  concept  of  family 
responsibilities  extending  beyond  the  nuclear  family  to  embrace  a whole 
village,  their  respect  for  the  environment,  their  willingness  to  share  - 
all  of  these  values  persist  within  their  own  culture  even  though  they  have 
been  under  unremitting  pressure  to  abandon  them." 

The  next  big  story  about  Aboriginal  Canadians  will  be  Nunavut.  On  April 
1,  1999  the  Northwest  Territories  divided  into  two  parts:  the  eastern 
portion  will  be  called  Nunavut,  the  western  part  has  not  yet  decided  on  a 
name.  It  will  be  the  first  time  the  map  of  Canada  will  change  since 
Newfoundland  joined  confederation  in  1949.  Nunavut  means  "our  land"  in 
Inuktitut,  the  language  of  the  Inuit.  The  territory  of  Nunavut  will  be 
fives  times  larger  than  Alberta,  with  a population  of  24,000,  of  whom  85 
per  cent  are  Inuit.  Ottawa  has  agreed  to  pay  Nunavut  $1.2  billion  over  14 
years,  ending  in  2007.  Expect  to  hear  snickers  and  complaints  from 
southern  Canada  about  so  much  money  going  to  so  few  people. 

I heard  it  often  during  my  time  in  the  Mackenzie  Valley  working  on  a 
book  on  the  Berger  Inquiry,  which  was  titled  The  Past  and  Future  Land.  I 
finally  found  a way  to  reply  when  we  were  in  Fort  Liard  and  I met  Chief 
Harry  Deneron,  who  testified  at  the  inquiry  that  the  local  nurse  had 
posted  a sign  on  the  door  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  store  that  warned:  DO  NOT 


DRINK  THE  WATER.  "Well,  it's  okay  for  us  - like  a doctor  can  tell  us  this 
because  we're  humans,"  Chief  Deneron  told  Judge  Berger.  "Most  of  us  will 
probably  know  what  they're  talking  about,  but  what  we  can't  get  at  is,  how 
can  we  get  the  message  across  to  the  animals  that  are  depending  on  this 
water,  the  fish  and  that?" 

In  the  book  I wrote: 

"It  is  a good  question,  one  that  confounds  those  white  people  who  like  to 
put  a priority  on  things,  with  humans  and  their  things  definitely  at  the 
top  and  all  the  rest,  the  beasts  and  fishes,  definitely  lower  down.  The 
whole  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  they  say,  could  easily  fit  into 
Toronto's  CNE  Stadium,  and  it's  true  if  by  'whole'  you  mean  only  the 
humans.  For  sure  you  won't  get  the  land  in,  not  the  land  that  is  one  third 
of  Canada,  or  the  animals,  not  the  herds  of  caribou  that  thunder  by  in 
numbers  exceeding  100,000.  But  just  the  humans,  yes.  It  is  like  measuring 
a Caesar  salad  by  counting  the  croutons." 

At  the  start  of  1998,  the  Canadian  government  formally  apologized  to  the 
aboriginal  Canadians  for  they  way  they  have  been  mistreated.  This  was  in 
response  to  the  1996  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples, 
a massive  document  that  recommended  a new  era  of  partnership.  A section  of 
the  report  titled  "Looking  Forward,  Looking  Back,"  begins: 

"After  some  500  years  of  a relationship  that  has  swung  from  partnership 
to  domination,  from  mutual  respect  and  cooperation  to  paternalism  and 
attempted  assimilation,  Canada  must  now  work  out  fair  and  lasting  terms 
for  coexistence  with  Aboriginal  people." 

As  a starting  point,  the  royal  commission  listed  four  reasons  why  this 
must  be  done: 

1.  Canada's  claim  to  be  a fair  and  enlightened  society  depends  on  it. 

2.  The  life  chances  of  Aboriginal  people,  which  are  still  shamefully  low, 
must  be  improved. 

3.  Negotiation,  as  conducted  under  the  current  rules,  has  proved  unequal 
to  the  task  of  settling  grievances. 

4.  Continued  failure  may  well  lead  to  violence. 

Other  recommendations: 

1.  The  creation  of  what  would  essentially  be  a third  order  of  government: 
an  aboriginal  parliament. 

2.  An  independent  tribunal  to  decide  on  land  claims. 

3.  More  money  to  be  spent  to  improve  housing,  health,  education  and 
employment . 

4.  Establishment  of  a native  university. 

5.  An  "immediate  and  major  infusion  of  money"  that  would  see  $2  billion 
added  to  the  present  government  spending  of  $6  billion  a year  on 
aboriginal  Canadians. 

The  report  cites  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763  as  a defining  document 
in  the  relationship  between  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  people  in  North 
America.  The  document,  signed  by  King  George  III,  says: 

"It  is  just  and  reasonable  and  essential  to  our  interest  and  security  of 
our  colonies  that  the  several  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  we 
are  connected  and  who  live  under  our  protection,  should  not  be  molested  or 
disturbed  in  the  possession  of  such  parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories 
which,  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  us,  are  reserved  to  them 
or  any  of  them  as  their  hunting  grounds." 

"RE : Mayan  Indians  Oppose  Research  into  Plants"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Dec  1999  15:07:01  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : On  CNN  online  today 

Need  I tell  you  what  I think? 

Mayan  Indians  oppose  university  research  into  medicinal  plants 
December  8,  1999 

Web  posted  at:  8:46  a.m.  EST  (1346  GMT) 

ATHENS,  Georgia  (AP)  --  A group  of  Mayan  Indians  in  the  Mexican  state  of 


Chiapas  is  demanding  that  a University  of  Georgia  anthropologist  abandon  a 
$2.5  million  research  project  on  the  medicinal  value  of  plants  used  by  the 
Mayans . 

The  Council  of  Indigenous  Traditional  Healers  and  Midwives  of  Chiapas,  a 
collective  of  11  local  Mayan  groups,  said  the  scientists  are  stealing 
local  knowledge  and  resources. 

Council  spokesman  Sebastian  Luna  said  the  project's  purpose  is 
"producing  pharmaceuticals  that  will  not  benefit  the  communities  that  have 
managed  and  nurtured  these  resources  for  thousands  of  years." 

UGA  ethnobiologist  Brent  Berlin  has  refused  to  comply  with  the  request. 

"This  project  is  completely  focused  on  the  long-term  well-being  of  the 
Highland  Maya,  with  whom  I've  been  working  for  more  than  35  years,"  said 
Berlin.  "Once  full  information  about  what  the  project  is  about  is  known, 
then  there  won't  be  opposition  to  it." 

Berlin  is  part  of  a team  of  scientists  exploring  the  pharmacological 
value  of  a group  of  plants  in  the  Highlands  of  Chiapas. 

Other  agencies  involved  in  the  project  include  the  National  Institutes 
of  Health,  the  National  Science  Foundation,  the  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development,  and  a Mexican  university,  El  Colegio  de  La 
Frontera  Sur.  Molecular  Nature  Ltd.,  a British  company,  is  the  project's 
commercial  partner. 

Berlin  said  the  project  has  established  a nonprofit  trust,  PROMAYA,  to 
make  sure  possible  financial  benefits  "flow  back  to  the  communities." 

"RE : Tobin  Eyes  Offshore  Gas  Fields"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Dec  1999  22:54:08  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Subj : News:  Tobin  on  offshore  gas,  hydro 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

December  10,  1999 

Tobin  eyes  offshore  gas  fields 

ST.  JOHN'S,  Nfld.  (CP)  --  Newfoundland  will  scrap  plans  to  connect 
the  island  province  with  its  vast  hydroelectric  resources  in  Labrador 
if  its  natural  gas  reserves  prove  cheaper  to  develop.  Premier  Brian 
Tobin  said  Friday. 

A $2. 2-billion  transmission  line,  which  would  stretch  from  the 
proposed  Gull  Island  generator  on  the  Lower  Churchill  River  to  south 
of  St.  John's,  is  a key  part  of  a $10-billion  hydroelectric  project 
first  announced  in  March  1998. 

"At  the  end  of  the  day,  we  have  to  look  at  what  is  the  cost  to  bring 
electricity  to  the  island,"  Tobin  said  during  a news  conference. 

"I  don't  have  any  obsessive  need  to  have  Labrador  hydro  powering  our 
lightbulbs  on  the  island." 

Husky  Oil  Ltd.  announced  last  month  that  its  North  White  Rose  field 
on  the  Grand  Banks  contains  two  trillion  cubic  feet  of  recoverable 
natural  gas.  That's  roughly  the  same  amount  that  spurred  development 
of  the  Sable  Island  field  off  Nova  Scotia. 

Tobin  also  pointed  out  that  many  U.S.  states  in  the  northeast  have 
shown  a keen  interest  in  buying  natural  gas  instead  of  energy  from 
oil-  or  coal-fired  hydro  plants. 

Tobin  made  the  comments  after  a meeting  in  his  office  with  Quebec 
Premier  Lucien  Bouchard. 

The  meeting,  which  was  supposed  to  focus  on  the  hydro  project,  took 
on  special  importance  Friday  as  the  federal  government  stunned  the 
country  by  tabling  its  referendum  legislation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Bouchard  was  supposed  to  hold  a joint  news  conference  with  Tobin 
after  their  meeting.  However,  the  Quebec  premier  didn't  show  up 
because  he  was  intent  on  answering  questions  in  Quebec  about  the 
legislation . 

He  later  spoke  briefly  to  reporters  at  the  legislature  but  refused 
to  answer  questions  about  the  referendum  bill. 


Bouchard  was  asked  why  members  of  the  Innu  communities  in  both 
provinces  weren't  allowed  to  sit  in  on  his  meeting  with  Tobin. 

"There  are  a lot  of  partners  there  and  we  have  to  decide  a lot  of 
things  between  partners/'  he  replied,  adding  Tobin  doesn't  sit  in  on 
meeting  Quebec  has  with  the  Innu. 

Although  the  new  legislation  stops  short  of  describing  what  Quebec's 
referendum  question  should  look  like,  it  gives  Parliament  the  power 
to  decide  whether  it  is  legal. 

Tobin,  a committed  supporter  of  the  federal  government's  strategy, 
said  the  two  men  talked  about  the  proposed  law,  but  he  revealed  few 
details . 

"I've  never  hesitated  to  indicate  where  I stand  on  the  sovereignty 
question.  Mr.  Bouchard  has  never  hesitated  to  say  he  disagrees  with 
me. " 

On  the  matter  of  Labrador's  borders,  a hot  issue  earlier  in  the 
week,  Tobin  said  it  didn't  even  come  up. 

"Mr.  Bouchard  has  made  it  clear  that  Quebec  de  facto  recognizes  our 
borders,"  Tobin  said. 

After  Tobin  posed  awkwardly  for  a photo  with  Bouchard,  the  two  men 
met  with  leaders  of  the  Innu  communities  of  Labrador  and  Quebec. 

It  was  the  first  time  all  four  groups  had  come  together  to  talk 
about  the  impact  of  the  Lower  Churchill  project,  a major  milestone 
for  a project  that  infuriated  the  Innu  when  it  was  first  announced. 

The  Lower  Churchill  project  is  considered  crucial  to  Tobin's  future 
in  politics  and  the  province's  bid  to  become  a "have"  province. 

It  was  more  than  30  years  ago  that  Quebec  signed  a deal  for  the 
original  Churchill  Falls  project,  which  now  has  11  generators  in 
operation . 

Linder  the  terms  of  the  deal  signed  by  former  premier  loey  Smallwood, 
Newfoundland  gets  a pittance  from  that  project  while  Quebec  reaps 
hundreds  of  million  of  dollars  in  profits. 

Tobin  said  Friday  a so-called  memorandum  of  understanding  could  be 
signed  as  early  as  next  February.  That  would  set  in  motion  a series 
of  formal  negotiations. 

That  document  was  supposed  to  be  signed  by  the  end  of  1998  but 
negotiations  have  been  held  up  by  technical  wrangling  and  two 
provincial  elections. 

"RE : The  1851  Fort  Laramie  Treaty"  

Date:  09  Dec  1999  19:31:57  GMT 
From:  libyad817@aol.com  (Libyad817) 

Subj : The  1851  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  - it's  the  Law! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

[A  fullblood  Lakota  elder,  Richard  Grass,  asked  me  to  post  this  letter.  The 
letter  includes  a number  of  signatures  of  elders  and  warriors  from  the 
1991  Bear  Butte  Council.  I believe  Ishgooda  was  building  a map-site  with 
details  of  these  treaty  Lands,  which  stretch  from  the  Nakota-Stoney 
territory  in  Alberta  to  the  Arkansas  River  in  Colorado  of  the  Arapaho 
Nation,  east-to-west  from  the  Mississippi/Missouri  River  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  David] 

The  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie 
signatory  Red  Indigenous  Nations 
NAKOTA/ASSINABOIN  - CHEYENNE  - HIDATSA 
CROW  - ARIKARA  - DAKOTA  - ARAPAH0  -LAKOTA 
MANDAN  - SHOSHONE 


Hau  Mitakuye  Oisin, 

Greetings  to  all  our  Allies,  Brothers  & Sisters!  We  are  sending  this 
letter  out  in  a new  way,  by  computer,  to  show  that  we  are  still  alive  and 
our  hearts  are  not  diminished  in  any  way. 

This  is  a general  introduction  of  ourselves,  and  expression  of  warm 
regard  to  all  our  Indigenous  Allies  engaged  in  ongoing  War  with  the  USA  and 


Canada,  all  around  the  Sacred  Earth.  The  Bear  Butte  Council  has  long  been 
silent  because  our  Prophecies  said  we  had  to  wait,  until  now.  But  as  our 
elder  Doe  Flying  By  has  said,  "It  is  time." 

The  Bear  Butte  Council  (Mato  Paha  Okolokiciye)  is  an  ancient  counsel  of 
the  many  Allies  of  the  holy  Black  Hills  (H'e  Sapa)  bioregion,  in  what  has 
been  illegally  occupied  and  desecrated  by  the  'United  States  of  America' 
and  'Canada'.  We  are  what  these  euro- judeo-christians  call  'Red  Indians'. 

We  call  ourselves  Tsistsistas  and  Suhtaoi  (Southern  and  Northern 
Cheyennes),  A'anninin  (Gros  Ventres),  Nakoda  Ki  (Assiniboines  and  Stoneys), 
Lakota  Ki  (Titonwin  Sioux),  as  well  as  Mdewakanton,  Hidatsa,  Crow,  Mandan, 
Arapaho,  Shoshone,  Kiowa,  Ponca,  Oto,  Omaha,  Cree,  Ojibwa,  Blackfoot,  and 
Arikara . 

We  know  there  is  a need  for  INTERNATIONAL  ALLIANCE  with  our  many  other 
Indigenous  brothers  and  sisters  throughout  the  world  who  are  being 
slaughtered  by  these  Evil  Invaders.  They  have  massacred  at  least  100 
million  Native  Peoples  in  this  hemisphere  since  Columbus  brought  his 
diseases  and  priests  in  1492.  They  deliberately  slaughtered  75  million  of 
our  sacred  Buffalo  in  this  northern  continent.  Countless  massacres  of  our 
little  children  were  perpetrated  by  their  glorious  Cavalry;  and  they  are 
still  glorifying  their  genocide  in  racist/religionist  Hollywood  movies. 

We  have  been  holding  WAR  COUNCIL  with  our  Allies  of  the  Cree  and  Iroquois 
Confederacies,  who  have  joined  us  in  battles  from  Wounded  Knee  in  1973  to 
Oka  and  Kanesatake  in  1990,  and  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995.  This  has  been  an 
ongoing  War  ever  since  they  violated  the  sacred  Treaty  of  1851  signed  at 
their  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming  territory. 

Our  allied  Red  Nations  utilized  the  Black  Hills,  Bear  Butte,  Grey 
Buffalo  Horn,  and  other  Sacred  Sites  for  millions  of  years  for  spiritual 
and  sacred  purposes,  with  such  unlimited  and  undisturbed  use  and  access 
unconditionally  agreed  upon  byt  the  government  of  the  United  States 
through  the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie. 

With  the  threat  of  the  encroaching  Whites,  the  nine  Red  Nations  of  the 
Sacred  Black  Hills  Region  were  prompted  to  PROTECT,  SECURE,  AND  INSURE  OUR 
TERRITORIAL  HOMELANDS  THROUGH  THE  SIGNING  OF  THE  1851  TREATY  OF  FORT 
LARAMIE. 

The  Agreements  and  Guarantees  set  forth  and  mandated  by  the  1851  Treaty 
of  Fort  Laramie  are  INDISPUTABLE,  NONCONTROVERSIAL,  AND  DO  NOT  ALLOW  FOR 
"RENEGOTIATION" . 

Our  sincere  feelings  and  beliefs  with  regard  to  the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort 
Laramie  - which  is  also  known  as  "The  Treaty  of  Long  Meadows"  and,  to  the 
Cheyenne  "The  Great  Horse  Creek  Treaty",  are  that: 

1)  IT  IS  A SACRED  DOCUMENT,  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  each  camp  and 
each  Band  of  each  of  the  nine  Red  Nations  Signatory  to  the  September  17 
signing,  with  the  presence  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  of  the 
Nakota/Dakoda/Lakota,  the  Four  Sacred  Arrows  of  the  Cheyenne,  as  well  as 
the  Sacred  Bundles  of  the  other  five  Indigenous  Red  Nations  Signatory  to 
the  1851  Treaty; 

2)  IT  IS  A UNIFYING  DOCUMENT,  with  nine  Red  Nations  Allied  to  protect 
their  territorial  homelands,  the  center  and  very  heart  of  those 
territories  being  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  Region; 

3)  IT  BINDS  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  TO  HONOR  the  1851Treaty  of  Fort 
Laramie,  as  mandated  through  Article  VI  of  their  U.S.  Constitution,  which 
states  explicitly  that  "Treaties  made  with  Indian  Nations  are  the  SUPREME 
LAW  OF  THE  LAND",  which  not  even  U.S.  Supreme  Court  'Rulings'  (adverse  or 
otherwise)  can  legally  affect; 

4)  All  so-called  'Acts,  Treaties,  and/or  Agreements"  concocted  after 
September  17,  1851  are  continued  day-to-day  VIOLATIONS  of  the  sole 
legitimate  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  and  are  TOTALLY  ILLEGAL; 

5)  Each  of  the  nine  Red  Nations  present  at  and  signatory  to  the  1851 
Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  were  properly  represented  with  their  PRINCIPAL 
CHIEFS  AND  HEADMEN,  with  the  parents  of  the  great  Medicine  Man,  TATANKA 
IYOTAKE  (SITTING  BULL),  and  the  great  War  Chief  TASUNKE  WITKO  (CRAZY 
HORSE),  present  andwitness  to  the  signing; 

6)  IT  GUARANTEES  THE  NATURAL,  HUMAN,  AND  LEGAL  RIGHTS  OF  THE  NINE  RED 
NATIONS  TO  THEIR  TERRITORIAL  HOMELANDS  AS  DEFINED  IN  THE  1851  TREATY  OF 
FORT  LARAMIE  AND  RELINQUISHES  NOTHING. 


1851  Treaty  violations  by  the  U.S.  Government  CONSTITUTE  GENOCIDE  upon  and 
against  the  nine  1851  Treaty  signatory  Red  Nations.  In  1988  U.S.  President 
Bush  signed  into  public  law  'The  Genocide  Convention  Implementation  Act 
(Proxmire  Act)  of  1987  (U.S.P.L.  100-606)"  which  adopted  the 
"International  Genocide  Convention",  and  which  prohibits  the  Commission(s) 
of  the  crime  of  Genocide  against  the  nine  Red  Signatory  Nations. 

On  December  6,  1999  I presented  this  Statement  of  our  Sovereignty  before 
the  US  Civil  Rights  Commission  hearings  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  and 
demanded  that  they  review  the  Genocide  committed  by  the  US  Government 
against  our  Red  Nations. 

Submitted,  Respectfully, 

Richard  Grass 
Descendent  Treaty  Chief 

[signatures  to  same,  Duly  14,  1991 
Bear  Butte 
John  W.  Long 
Archie  Fire 
Arvol  Looking  Horse, 

Bill  Tall  Bull 
Richard  Grass 
Rema  White  Cheek 
Joseph  A.  Walker 
Reginald  Bird  Horse 
Pete  Fills  The  Pipe  Sr. 

Huron  Red  Dog 
Rodney  Lee  Randall 
Heidi  Lee  Randall 
Robert  Grey  Eagle 
Gilly  Running 
Anthony  Running 
Cecelia  Parker 
Tony  Black  Feather 
Philip  Sounding  Sides 
Merle  Whistler 
Two  Crows 
Dave  Yakima  Chief 
Bernard  Peoples 
Garfield  Grassrope 
YasuLuta  Red  Hail 
Irvin  Red  Fox 
Mark  Soldier  Chief 
David  Seals 
Ken  Wallowing  Bull 
Elva  Stand  in  Timber 
Adeline  Whitewolf 
Lee  Lonebear 
Doe  Bear 

Alfred  Strange  Owl 

"RE : Anna  Mae"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  08:41:24  -0800 

From:  "Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe"  <bbmicmac@sedona . net> 

Subj : Anna  Mae  (12-12-75) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I made  a promise  to  Anna  Mae  along  time  ago  and  that  promise  will  be 
completed.  I sometimes  wish  some  of  you  knew  me  better,  but  you  can  count 
on  one  thing,  if  I say  it,  I will  do  it.  It  will  get  done.  Today,  I just 
renew  what 

I have  already  said.  Today,  is  the  anniversary  of  Anna  Mae's  death.  There 


is  not  a day  that  I don't  feel  what  she  might  have  felt  in  those  last 
moments.  I also  believe  in  the  position  she  was  found,  she  also  had  a few 

more  moments  to  think  about  it.  Maybe  this  is  a day  for  all  of  us  to 

remember.  A Hero,  a Warrior,  a Mother,  a Cousin  and  a Friend  went  down.  No 
one  did  anything  to  stop  it,  they  closed  their  eyes  and  walked  away.  Well, 
today  nobody  walks,  this  could  have  been  resolved  as  soon  as  March  of  76. 

It  is  sad,  we  as  a Nation,  have  taken  so  long,  fear  is  no  longer  an  excuse, 
the  only  excuse  now  is  guilt.  And  that  don't  cut  it.  The  door  to  the  Grand 
Dury  is  still  open  and  my  advice  is  get  there  and  do  it.  I have  always  said 
"I  will  stand  for  those  who  speak  with  TRUTH",  that  doesn't  mean  I am  going 

to  like  it,  but  I will.  Most  of  us  know  what  took  place  and  that  has  to  be 

explained.  It  is  not  going  away  and  everyday  I just  become  more  dedicated. 
There  is  only  one  way  I will  go  down,  and  to  be  honest,  they  are  not  that 
good . 

I will  close  with  this,  just  take  a moment  of  silence,  think  about  it  and 
say  a prayer  if  your  inclined,  Annie  deserves  it. 

In  the  Spirit  of  my  Cousin,  Anna  Mae 
Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

The  12th  of  December  75  comes  from  witiness  testimony,  one  of  the  killers, 
believe  it  to  be  true. 

"RE : Dennis  Banks  Memo"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Dec  1999  15:08:00  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Subj : D.  Banks  Memo,  Re:  Robert  Branscombe  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

My  name  is  Iordan  S.  Dill. 

I am  aligned  with  no  one. 

I owe  no  one. 

I am  Tsalagi  and  have  no  allegience  to  anyone  but  The  People. 

I state  from  my  heart  the  following: 

Ranking  AIM  leaders  know  who  killed  Anna  Mae 
Ranking  AIM  leaders  continue  to  hide  unders  rocks 
Dennis  Banks  does  not  tell  the  truth... 

I support  Robert  Branscome. . .who  closer  to  Anna  is  he? 

From:  Kathy  Morning  Star  <mornstar@BELLATLANTIC.NET> 

Subj:  FWD:  D.  Banks  Memo,  Re:  Robert  Branscombe 

From:  "Vernon  Bellecourt"  <AIMGGC(3xxxxxx.xxxx.xxx> 

MEMO 

TO:  Vernon  Bellecourt,  AIMGGC 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  AIMGGC 
Michael  Haney,  NCRSM 
All  AIM  Chapters  and  Supporters 

FROM:  Dennis  Banks,  AIM  National  Field  Director 

DATE:  December  7,  1999 

SUBJECT:  Robert  Branscombe 

During  the  last  three  (3)  weeks,  a considerable  amount  of  press  activity 
has  been  generated  surrounding  the  death  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash.  This  activity 
is  being  generated  by  a man  claiming  to  be  a relative  of  Anna  Mae,  as  well 
as  a close  confidante  of  Leonard  Peltier.  His  name  is  Robert  Branscombe. 

I have  met  this  man  twice.  Both  times  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  during  the 
Peltier  tour.  This  man  is  recklessly  accusing  the  leadership  of  having 
first-hand  knowledge  of  Anna  Mae's  death.  He  further  is  stating  that,  not 
only  did  AIM's  leadership  know  of  the  death,  but  also  allegedly  ordered  her 
death.  Moreover,  he  has  taken  this  information,  as  wrong  as  it  is,  to  a 


grand  jury  through  his  operative,  Russell  Means. 

His  whole  appearance,  demeanor  and  behavior  is  reminiscent  of  the  FBI 
informant,  Doug  Durham.  Therefore,  I am  advising  all  chapters  and  support 
groups  to  be  aware  and  cautious  of  this  man.  All  chapters,  support  groups, 
and  their  members  are  to  look  upon  this  man  with  scrutiny,  and  to  refuse 
him  admittance  to  any  AIM  meeting,  function,  or  ceremony. 

All  leadership  must  refrain  from  talking  to  this  informant  else  he  distort 
any  information  to  fit  his  version  of  the  facts. 

Robert  Branscombe  must  be  viewed  as  a general  informant  who  is  very 

reckless  in  his  actions,  and  does  not  care  who  he  accuses  of  wrongdoing. 

"RE:  In  Remembrance  of  Anna  Mae"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  17:39:51  GMT 
From:  Suyeta  <evb@vallnet . com> 

Subj : Anna  Mae 

A couple  things  for  Anna  Mae.  Not  so  much  to  Honor  her  --  I don't  know 

that  she'd  care  too  much  for  all  that  goddam  weight  --  but  just  because 

I can,  and  I will,  but  mostly  because  I figure  she'd  get  my  meaning. 

The  second  item  is  in  Honor  of  four  old  trees,  whose  kind  were  here 
long,  long  before  our  silly  asses.  Anna  Mae  Pictou's  philosophy  on  this 
walk  can  be  summed  up  in  a real  short  sentence:  Live  what  you  are. 

"he  was  a braids-and-shades  dog  soldier 
"AIM  all  the  way 

"reduced  to  telling  white  women 
"about  coup  counting 
"in  a hotel  room 
"late 

"where  they  wanted  his  style 
"and  he  wanted  the  reporters 
"back  again 

"so  he  seduced  them  with  lectures 
"on  the  degrees  of  Sioux  adoption 
"trying  to  make  the  talk 
"pass  for  battle 

"when  the  others  came  in 

"Indian  women  and  not  his  tribe 

"they  knew  what  kind  of  war  was  being  fought 

"and  one  asked 

"when  he  was  finished 

"what  degree  were  you  adopted  in 

"when  he  shook  his  fist  at  her 

"it  didn't  make  headlines 

"there's  no  good  day  to  die 
"in  these  wars" 

- Rayna  Green,  "Another  Dying  Chieftain" 

"Sometimes  I wrap  myself 

"in  an  old  overcoat  and  go  wild 

"in  an  open  field  and  let  the  wind  do 

"what  it  wants  to  me.  In  possession  of 

"my  powerful  Indian  medicine,  I have  nothing 

"to  fear.  See,  I often  sing 

"close  to  the  trees 

"and  leave  them  in  exactly 

"the  same  way  I did  when  I first  came  here. 


"If  they  want  help,  they'll  have  to  ask  as  men. 

"That  is  all  there  is  to  it." 

- Gus  Palmer,  Hr.,  "Language  & Other  Redemptive  Things" 

"I  am  undestroyed..."  - Peltier 

TRUTH  for  Anna  Mae 
FREEDOM  for  Peltier 
REMEMBER  the  Murdered 

-  "RE:  Peltier's  Gift  Drive  for  Pine  Ridge"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Dec  1999  14:51:45  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Peltier's  Gift  drive  for  Pine  Ridge 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

PELTIER  HOLIDAY  GIFT  DRIVE 

Native  American  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  has  organized  his  usual 
annual  gift  drive  for  the  people  of  the  Lakota  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  in 
South  Dakota.  You  can  send  gifts  such  as  practical,  new  clothing  (gloves, 
jeans,  T-shirts,  socks,  thermal  underwear,  sweat-shirts,  hats,  scarves, 
jackets,  boots,  etc.),  blankets,  pillows,  tools,  children's  toys,  etc.  to 
the  following  address.  All  sizes,  from  infant  to  adult  (XXL)  are  needed. 
This  will  be  distributed  to  the  people  who  live  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  at  Leonard's  request.  Please  encourage  others  to  do  the  same! 
Thank  you. 

Send  the  gifts  to  Geraldine  lanis,  member  of  the  Elders  Council  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Geraldine  lanis 
PO  Box  525 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

For  more  info  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Tel  (785)  842-5774,  Fax  (785)  842-5796,  Email  lpdc@idir.net, 
http : //www . f reepeltier . org 


We  recently  sent  out  a message  for  Leonard  Peltier's  Holiday  Gift  Drive  to 
Pine  Ridge.  If  you  are  able  to  send  gifts  to  Pine  Ridge,  please  send  half 
to  Geraldine  lanis,  the  address  which  was  previously  listed,  and  send  the 
other  half  to  Rosaline  lumping  Bull,  whose  address  was  not  listed  (address 
below) . This  will  make  the  equal  distribution  of  gifts  easier  since  they 
are  on  different  parts  of  Pine  Ridge.  Please  do  not  send  used  clothing  as 
gifts.  If  the  quality  of  the  used  clothing  is  good,  it  can  be  sent  to  these 
addresses  later  in  the  year.  (Rosaline  is  especially  requesting  toys  for 
the  kids).  Thank  you  — LPDC 

Rosaline  lumping  Bull 
Box  207 

Oglala,  SD  57764 

It's  1999,  why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison??? 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier .org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  19:41:37  -0510 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Satterfield,  Charles  A 

CV-1549 

10745  Rt.  18 

Albion,  PA  16475-0002 

Date  of  Birth:  4/6/65 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Savol,  Anthony 
AP9394  SCI  - Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/3/54 

Sequoyah,  NI 
# H27800 

San  Quentin  State  Prison 
San  Quentin,  CA  94974 
DOB:  1/03/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Scott,  Brett  Kevin 

#184-464 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  3/19/58 
Ancestry:  Apache 

Self,  Terry 
#253-474 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/93 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Schmidt,  Pogey  L. 

#29239  - S-D-139 
609  E.  Pence  Rd . 

Western  Missouri  Corr.  Center 
Camern,  MO  64429 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 


Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Janet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66051 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Dec  1999  20:13:50  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  131 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST JOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 


newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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SUNSHINE  AND  SHADOW. 


A Ray  of  golden  sunlight  fell 
From  out  the  heavens  blue. 

And  then  beneath  a leafy  tree 
Appeared  a shadow,  too. 

The  sunbeam  pierced  the  darkness  and 
It  bade  the  gloom  depart. 

And  whispered  words  of  life  and  love 
To  nature's  throbbing  heart. 

The  other  one  a mission  had. 

To  make  the  whole  world  bright; 

For,  though  'twas  but  a shadow  dark. 
Its  gloom  enhanced  the  light. 

In  life  we  have  the  darkness,  and. 
Too,  the  radiant  glow. 

The  sunbeam  is  a pleasure,  and 
The  shadow  is  a woe. 

And  yet,  were  there  no  sorrow,  all 
Our  joys  would  seem  less  sweet. 

A shadow,  true,  is  needed,  if 
Life's  sunshine  is  replete. 

GRACE  M.  NORTH 

In  Every  Other  Sunday. 


An  easy  thing,  0 Power  divine. 

To  thank  thee  for  these  gifts  of  thine, - 
For  summer's  sunshine,  winter's  snow. 

For  hearts  that  kindle,  thoughts  that  glow; 
But  when  shall  I attain  to  this,  - 
To  thank  thee  for  the  things  I miss? 

-T.W.  HIGGINSON. 


THOUGHTLESS  USE  OF  THANKSGIVING  DAY. 


Thanksgiving  Day,  we  fear,  has  become  to  many  thoughtless  observers  of 
it  a snare. 

The  multitudes  who  honor  its  annual  recurrence  do  so  in  a somewhat 
strange  way. 

A morning  in  bed,  a bigger  dinner  than  usual,  and  a concert  or  theater 
at  night,  and  the  world  has  expressed  its  gratitude  for  another  year  at 
least . 

Surely  it  is  time  we  kept  the  day  more  in  accordance  with  the  purpose 
of  its  appointment. 

It  is  an  opportunity  not  for  feasting  so  much  as  for  humble  fasting 
before  God  in  acknowledgment  of  the  many  thankless  days  we  have  spent, 
and  bestowing  upon  Christ's  poorer  brethren  the  gifts  of  our  love  for 
him. 

Thus  observed,  the  day  will  prove  a benediction  and  a tonic  for  our 
spiritual  life;  but  the  popular  thanksgiving  of  self-indulgence  is  a 
farce  and  an  insult  to  the  God  it  is  supposed  to  honor.  -[Endeavor 
Herald . 


WERE  YOU  HAPPY  ON  THANKSGIVING? 


What  is  Happiness? 

In  a recent  contest  in  the  Penny  Magazine  for  the  best  definition  of 
happiness  the  following  is  the  answer  that  won  the  prize  of  a Golden 
Eagle: 

"Happiness  is  the  beautiful  flower  of  the  plant  of  unselfishness , 
which  blossoms  only  in  the  sunshine  of  love.  It  grows  in  the  garden  of 
the  soul,  and  has  for  its  root  the  strong  desire  for  the  good  of 

humanity;  for  its  stem,  perseverance  in  carrying  out  that  desire:  kind 

words  for  its  leaves;  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  for  the  sap  which 

permeates  the  entire  plant,  and  for  its  perfume,  the  fragrance  of  kind 

deeds.  It  blooms  in  God's  own  time." 


SWEEPING  BEFORE  OUR  OWN  DOOR. 


There  may  be  a lesson  in  the  following  editorial  squib  from  the  Sunday 
School  Times: 

It  is  just  as  easy  for  our  neighbor  to  criticise  us  as  it  is  for  us  to 
criticise  him.  If  we  are  not  objectionable  in  the  same  way  that  he  is, 
he  no  doubt  finds  us  objectionable  in  a way  that  he  is  not.  This  does 
not  make  either  him  or  ourselves  right  or  blameless.  But  it  does 
suggest  that  if  all  parties  concerned  were  to  employ  some  of  the  time 
ordinarily  devoted  to  fault-finding  in  self-reformation,  there  would  be 
less  temptation  to  be  censorious  and  more  opportunity  of  being  helpful. 


THANKSGIVING  EVERY  DAY. 


Every  day  is  a Thanksgiving  Day.  Every  morning  a blessing  of 
strength,  every  evening  a bundle  of  mercies,  every  night  a benediction 
of  peace,  for  each  of  God's  children!  We  may  not  see  the  angels  or  hear 
the  sweep  of  their  wings,  but  we  receive  the  blessings  of  their  hands. 
-REV.  ISAAC  W.  GOWEN. 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Several  of  the  teachers  are  spending  Thanksgiving  with  home  friends. 

Miss  Mollie  Small,  of  Cherokee,  North  Carolina,  visited  the  school 
last  week.  She  has  been  living  at  West  Grove  for  some  time. 

What  could  be  a more  lasting  Christmas  present  than  our  weekly  letter, 
the  HELPER,  for  a year  to  some  person  who  should  become  interested  in 
the  RISING  Indian? 

Elsie  Cornelious,  now  Mrs.  A. A.  Sickles,  is  living  with  her  Indian 
husband  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  where  Mr.  Sickles  is  employed  as  a 
machinist.  He  is  a Canadian,  and  a steady  worker  it  is  said. 


Superintendent  Myers,  of  Ft.  Simcoe,  Washington,  sends  another  nice 
list  of  HELPER  subscriptions.  The  little  letter  makes  interesting 
supplementary  reading  for  pupils  of  any  school  and  grade. 

Miss  Luzena  Choteau,  '92,  has  been  transferred  from  the  Loan  and 
Currency  Division  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Wahsington,  D.C.,  to  the 
Second  Auditor's  for  the  War  Department,  she  is  delighted  with  the 
change . 

Dr.  Eastman  writes  from  Redwood  Falls,  Minnesota,  where  he  re-visited 
his  birth  place  after  an  absence  of  thirty-five  years.  He  stood  within 
fifty  feet  of  the  spot  where  his  father's  teepee  was  pitched  when  he 
first  saw  the  light,  now  the  site  of  a fine  farm. 

Robert  Johnson  by  letter  thanks  his  instructor  in  Carpenter  work,  (Mr. 
Gardner)  for  what  he  learned  at  Carlisle,  and  Major  Pratt  for  the 
knowledge  he  obtained  here,  which  enables  him  to  get  along  very  well. 

He  has  horses  and  cattle  and  is  thriving  generally.  He  is  now  at  his 
home  in  Kamiah,  Idaho. 

We  see  by  the  Indian  News  that  Superintendent  Hailman,  of  the  Pawnee 
Indian  School,  Oklahoma,  died  of  fever,  on  the  11th  of  November.  Mr. 
Hailman  was  for  two  years  disciplinarian  of  the  Indian  School,  at 
Genoa.  Mr.  Hailman  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Hailman,  ex-Superintendent  of  the 
Indian  Schools  of  the  United  States. 

PROGRAM 

Thanksgiving  Day  Concert. 


+ 

Overture  - "Dubel"  Weber. 

Fantasia  - "Gipsy  Life"  . . . . Le  Thiere. 
Paraphrase  - "Loreley"  ....  Nesvadba. 
Selection  - "Bohemian  Girl"  . . Balfe. 

Song  of  the  Voyager  Paderewski. 

March  - "Liberty"  Sorrentino. 

Star  Spangled  Banner. 


Mrs.  Dandridge  has  sent  for  her  wheel.  The  silent  steed  will  have  a 
long  ride  before  he  reaches  his  destination  - Kearns  Canyon,  Colorado. 

Mr.  Dandridge  says:  "Tell  Miss  Ely  the  wheel  beats  the  burro  for 
traveling  in  the  east,"  but  he  may  decide  that  the  burro  is  best  out 
there.  They  still  like  their  new  field  of  labor. 

Now  is  the  time  to  order  cards  printed  before  the  Christmas  rush  if 
you  are  thinking  of  cards  to  go  with  your  Christmas  present.  A card 
order  in  itself  would  make  a nice  Christmas  present.  Tibbetts,  who  did 
the  work  last  year,  is  still  turning  out  most  excellent  printing. 

Address  HELPER.  Ten  cents  for  25  cards  of  latest  style  and  form.  Money 
must  accompany  the  order:  12  cents  by  mail  for  25.  Ten  cents  for  every 
extra  line. 

The  Cleveland  Leader  has  this  to  say  about  the  game  last  Saturday: 
"Oberlin  has  been  unfortunate  and  weaker  than  usual  this  year  in 
football,  but  such  a defeat  as  the  Carlisle  School  braves  inflicted 
Saturday  could  hardly  have  come  from  any  other  team  in  the  country.  Not 
even  Harvard  or  Princeton,  both  of  which  Universities  have  beaten  the 
Indians,  would  have  piled  up  a score  of  81  to  0 against  poor  Oberlin." 
And  then  the  writer  goes  on  to  account  for  the  great  victory  on  the 
score  of  the  Indians  having  descended  from  savagery.  Very  funny! 

From  the  last  Indian  News,  published  at  the  Genoa  Indian  School, 
Nebraska,  we  see  that  Donas  Mitchell  has  taken  charge  of  the  football 
team  and  is  "making  things  hum; " - That  Mrs.  Reuben  Wolfe  is  visiting 
friends  there;  - That  Mr.  Cajune  has  been  giving  the  interior  of  the 
girls'  building  a fresh  coat  of  Alabastine;  -That  they  have  293  pupils 
in  attendance;  - That  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lillibridge  are  going  to  Pierre, 

S.D.,  to  visit  parents  and  friends;  -That  a big  storm  on  October  15th 
tore  out  the  entire  wall  on  the  east  side  of  the  school  building;  -That 
Supervisor  Bauer  has  been  there;  -And  that  the  paper  contains  a great 
deal  of  interesting  news. 

"Stiya"  is  the  name  of  a little  illustrated  book  published  a few  years 
ago  by  the  Riverside  Press,  in  excellent  style,  and  written  by  one  of 


our  number  who  has  had  great  experience  among  the  Indians  both  in  the 
field  and  at  Carlisle.  The  story  is  thrilling,  and  portrays  what  an 
educated  girl  who  returns  to  some  of  the  Indian  Pueblos  is  liable  to 
have  to  meet.  The  character  of  the  girl  who  overcame  every  obstacle  and 
came  out  unscathed  is  true  to  life  and  is  built  up  from  actual 
experiences  of  returned  girls,  related  to  and  seen  by  the  author.  The 
book  makes  a good  Christmas  present.  Price  fifty  cents,  post  paid. 
Address  HELPER. 


(P  3) 

"Never  trouble  trouble  till  trouble  troubles  you." 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  is  spending  Thanksgiving  at  Steelton. 

The  small  boy  playeth  marbles  with  "lack  Frost"  these  mornings. 

Miss  Mary  Stevick,  of  Denver,  is  in  Philadelphia  with  Mrs.  Pratt. 

Football  practice  for  the  past  few  mornings  has  been  in  deep  frost. 

Mr.  Simon  has  returned  from  Michigan.  He  brought  and  sent  to  us 
twelve  pupils  from  Michigan. 

We  play  Columbia  University  tomorrow  in  New  York  City.  All  hopes 
hereabout,  are  centerd  on  the  Indians. 

Richard  Edmund  Wheelock  is  about  to  have  a birthday.  Watch  out!  And 
so  near  Thanksgiving,  too.  He  will  be  three  years  old  on  the  5th. 

The  French  History  talks  of  the  week  have  considered  the  characters  of 
Francis  I,  and  his  reign,  Catharine  De  Medici,  and  Henry  of  Navarre,  by 
Miss  Barclay. 

Did  you  watch  the  fork  in  carving  that  turkey?  Did  you  place  it  firmly 
across  the  breast  bone  and  remove  it  not  till  the  fowl  was  cut  up,  then 
you  had  no  trouble. 

This  evening.  Misses  Cutter  and  Luckenbach  visit  the  Invinciblesj  Mrs. 
DeLoss  and  Miss  Miller  the  Standards,  and  Misses  Forster  and  Miles,  the 
Susans . 

The  game  with  Oberlin  was  very  one-sided,  score  being  81  to  0,  in 
favor  of  the  Indians.  The  visitors  were  heavy  men  but  were  not  quite 
able  to  get  around  in  time  to  work  the  ball  over  the  Indians'  goal. 

They  were  plucky  to  the  last  and  were  gentlemen  all  through. 

A study  and  discussion  of  general  methods  at  the  teachers'  meetings  is 
entered  into  each  week.  One  interesting  and  profitable  feature  of  these 
meetings  is  the  critique  given  of  the  books  read  from  the  reference 
library.  This  enables  all  to  profit  by  the  research  of  each. 

It  was  a fearful  battle!  The  slaughter  was  great!  The  forces  under 
General  Commander  Kensler  surrounded  the  enemy,  the  right  wing  was 
attacked  by  Gen.  Murdock,  and  the  left  wing  by  Col.  Paul  Hones  with  his 
flying  squadron.  The  forces  exhibited  great  valor.  After  the  battle,  67 
were  found  slain  and  were  properly  prepared  for  final  disposition  by  the 
masticating  brigade  under  Commander  Miles.  Two  of  the  enemy  are  held  as 
prisoners  till  the  return  of  the  victors(?)  from  Manhattan  Island. 

As  we  go  to  press  a day  earlier  with  the  advance  pages  of  the  HELPER 
this  week  on  account  of  Thanksgiving,  we  cannot  give  the  name  of  the 
winner  of  the  prize.  We  will  give  it  next  week,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
about  next  Tuesday,  after  takign  time  to  straighten  out  all  the  lists, 
the  winner's  check  will  be  mailed.  It  has  been  an  interesting  contest, 
and  while  we  shall  feel  sorry  for  the  losers,  we  do  not  feel  that  we 
have  robbed  them  of  their  time,  for  they  have  each  received  two  cents  on 
every  name  secured,  and  besides  have  done  a great  deal  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Indian  education.  We  thank  all  who  took  part,  for  their  active 
interest . 

Mrs.  Cook's  and  Miss  Cochran's  pupils  devoted  an  evening  this  week  to 
debate  and  had  an  intersting  hour. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  left  Wednesday  for  Philadelphia.  The  Major  has 
business  in  New  York  and  will  possibly  take  in  the  Columbia-Indian  game. 

Notice  the  Volume  is  XV  and  the  Number  is  6,  this  week.  So  if  you 
have  156  on  your  wrapper  it  is  time  to  renew.  THose  who  are  promt 
insure  against  delay  and  error.  Notice  this,  too.  After  paying  for 
another  year  hte  figures  on  the  wrapper  read  166  which  means  that  they 
are  paid  ot  Vol.  16,  No.  6. 


The  Menu  for  pupils'  dinner  was  printed  in  red,  on  old  gold  paper;  it 
consisted  of  Tomato  Soup,  Crackers,  Roast  Turkey,  Cranberry  Sauce, 

Giblet  Sauce,  Sweet  potatoes  browned,  Irish  potatoes  mashed,  Veal  salad. 
Green  Apple  Pie,  Cakes,  Fruit,  and  Coffee  - a very  good,  plain 
Thanksgiving  Dinner. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Susans: 
President,  Sara  E.  Smith;  Vice  President,  Rose  T.  Poodrey;  Recording 
Secretary,  Grace  Warren;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mattie  Parker; 
Treasurer,  Ida  Wheelock;  Mrashall,  Alberta  Gansworth;  Reporter,  Lillian 
M.  Ferris;  Critics,  Martha  Owl  and  Augusta  Nash. 

The  football  teams  - first  and  second,  left  for  New  York  city 
Wednesday  afternoon,  where  the  first  team  plays  its  last  game  of  the 
season  against  the  Columbia  University.  The  game  will  no  doubt  be  very 
interesting  as  the  two  teams  are  about  equal.  The  boys  will  return 
Saturday  night,  in  the  mean  time  they  will  probably  visit  West  Point  and 
other  places  of  interest,  and  come  back  to  Philadelphia  on  Saturday 
where  they  will  witness  a football  game  between  West  Point  Cadets  and 
Annapolis  Naval  Cadets,  on  Franklin  Field. 

The  following  musicians  make  up  the  school  orchestra: 

1st.  Violins,  Abram  Isaac  and  Fred  Smith;  2nd.  Violin,  loseph  Ruiz; 
replano,  Evan  Gosliah;  1st.  Clarinet,  Allie  Tourtillott;  Flute,  Ernest 
Robitaille;  1st  Cornet,  Flenry  Nahtokoke;  2nd  Cornet,  Charles  Corson; 
French  Horne,  David  Abraham;  Trombone,  Eugene  Warren;  Bassoon,  Myron 
Moses;  Bass  Clarinet,  Richard  lack;  Bass,  Robert  McArthur,;  Tympani,  Lon 
Spieche;  Piano,  lohn  Baine. 

The  Standards  had  a very  spirited  debate  last  week  on  the  subject  of 
whether  our  non-commissioned  officers  should  be  elected  by  the  students 
or  appointed  by  the  head  of  school.  There  was  a parliamentary 
entanglement  for  a moment  or  two  over  a point  of  order,  which  the 
President,  lacob  Horne,  handled  with  skill  and  decision.  When  a member 
on  the  floor  is  certain  he  is  right  it  would  be  well  for  the  sake  of 
learning  how,  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  The  member  on 
the  floor  always  has  a right  of  appeal,  and  the  President  is  obliged  to 
entertain  the  appeal  if  seconded.  And  then  the  President  after  asking 
the  house  whether  it  stands  by  the  decision  of  the  chair  or  not,  is 
obliged  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  house.  These  are  interesting 
points  and  should  be  studied  by  the  individual  members  of  the  Societies. 
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BAND  SCORED  A SUCCESS. 


On  last  Wednesday  night  the  Band  and  the  Glee  Club  gave  a concert  in 
the  Opera  House.  William  Paris  Chambers,  the  celebrated  Cornetist  of 
New  York  City  pleased  all  who  heard  him.  The  Evening  Sentinel  has  this 
to  say  of  the  concert: 

Music  by  the  Indian  Band  is  always  an  announcement  that  is  received  by 
the  music  loving  people  of  Carlisle,  with  great  pleasure  fraught  with 
delightful  anticipation.  It  is  therefore  not  a surprise  that  a large 
audience,  such  as  assembled  in  the  opera  house  last  evening,  would  be 
present  to  hear  the  famous  organization  in  grand  concert. 

Last  evening's  concert  was  an  improvement  over  previous  ones  by  this 
band.  Director  Wheelock  has,  by  his  untiring  efforts,  his  extraordinary 
ability  and  his  efficiency  brought  his  talented  bandmen  up  to  a high 
standard,  regarding  the  execution  of  their  respective  instruments,  and 
as  a whole  the  band,  since  its  enlargement  plays  a great  deal  better 
than  before.  It  would  be  entirely  unfair  if  not  imprudent  to 
particularize  as  to  merit  regarding  the  rendition  of  various  numbers, 
because  of  the  fact  that  all  were  rendered  in  a manner  highly  creditable 
to  the  band  and  its  director. 

The  work  of  the  soloists  was  heartily  and  deservedly  applauded. 

W.  Paris  Chambers,  the  Valley's  own  "Billy"  has  lost  none  of  his 
wonderful  ability  as  a cornet  soloist.  He  was  compelled  to  respond 
twice  to  encores,  and  the  audience  thoroughly  appreciated  his  work. 

The  Glee  Club,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  lohn  Rorke  Bland,  surprised 
its  auditors  by  the  successful  rendition  of  two  numbers.  The  singers. 


whose  work  will  compare  favorably  with  their  white  brethren  in  college, 
gave  evidence  of  thorough  and  efficient  training. 

The  concert,  as  a whole,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  very  many,  the  best 
yet  given  in  Carlisle  by  the  Indians. 


Schedule  for  Football. 

Sept.  23,  Gettysburg  at  Carlisle;  won,  21-0. 

Sept  30,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle;  won,  56-0. 

Oct.  14  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  WON,  16-5. 
Oct.  21,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle;  won  16-5. 

Oct.  28,  Harvard  at  Cambridge;  lost,  22-10. 

Nov.  4,  Hamilton  at  Utica;  won,  32-0. 

Nov.  11,  Princeton  at  New  York,  lost  12-0. 

Nov.  25,  Oberlin  University  at  Carlisle;  won,  81-0. 

Nov.  30,  Columbia  at  New  York. 


THAT'S  SO. 


We  have  seen  the  story  below,  but  let  it  pass  because  it  was  too 
ridiculous  for  contradiction.  We  are  obliged  to  the  News,  however,  for 
answering  the  following: 

An  exchange  states  that  one  of  the  most  prominent  attorneys  in  a 
thriving  Indian  Territory  town,  is  an  Indian  young  lady,  who  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School.  We  have  always 
known  of  Carlisle  as  the  greatest  and  best  Indian  School  in  the  country, 
but  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  of  its  having  a law  department 
established.  While  we  always  desire  to  give  Carlisle  credit  for  all  it 
does,  still  the  credit  of  educating  this  young  lady  in  law  belongs  to 
some  other  school  and  should  not  be  taken  away.  Carlisle  does  not  want 
a law  school,  or  a medical  department,  as  Major  Pratt  wishes  his 
students  to  take  courses  in  white  schools  where  they  can  come  in  contact 
with  the  best  white  blood  in  the  land.  -[Genoa  Indian  News. 


ORIGINAL  SAYINGS  OF  THE  CHOCTAW  EVANGELIST. 


When  Rev.  Frank  Hall  Wright  preached  to  us  several  weeks  ago,  he 
dropped  many  orignal  sayings  to  illustrate  certain  truths.  These  must 
not  be  lost,  and  we  will  give  some  of  them  from  time  to  time  in  the 
HELPER  columns.  Among  others  our  reporter  noted  the  following: 

The  things  we  love  shows  our  hearts,  whether  gross,  carnal  or 
spiritual . 

Calling  lesus  from  the  teeth  out,  is  not  speaking  the  name  with 
reverence  from  the  heart.  If  the  heart  is  not  right  you  are  LOST. 

We  must  be  hungry  for  righteousness. 

To  be  a big  man  and  rich  is  nothing  in  the  sight  of  God.  God  looks  at 
the  heart. 

How  can  a man  who  is  blind  see  the  sun?  How  can  a man  whose  heart  is 
wrong  see  God? 


Thanskgiving  Enigma. 


I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  8,  5,  6,  1 some  radiators  are  full  of. 

My  2,  9,  10,  3 is  a place  full  of  good  opportunities. 

My  4,  3,  6,  11,  7 is  what  many  people  enjoyed  yesterday. 

My  whole  is  the  part  of  the  turkey  that  most  people  do  not  care  to 
eat . 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Football  season. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information,  email  Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net 
or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Dancing"  


Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  02:15:17  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : Dancing 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

OOOOhhhhhh,  the  music  makes  me  swing  the  pounding  beat,  the  rythm,  the 
voice  I know  so  well  something  is  unleashed  deep  inside  my  spirit  rises 
up  and  lifts  my  soles  I hear  it,  let  it  go,  my  soul  is  free  My  body 
moves  with  the  sway  Lost  control,  up  I go  on  my  feet  sounds  so  good, 
take  me,  lift  me  rythms  and  beats,  ah,  the  sweet  sound 

My  body  moves  on  its  own  my  arms  go  up,  hands  move  with  the  drum 
jumping,  swing  moving  and  moving  I go  spinning  and  turning 

Oh  man  take  me  away,  let  me  sing,  it  sounds  so  sweet  in  the  blink  of  an 
eye  I travel  to  times  gone  by  to  a familiar  time  and  place,  oh  the  swing 
Yeeeehaaaaa,  I am  alive,  let  me  go  with  the  music,  the  beat,  let  me 
swing  my  feet  move  on  their  own,  my  body  goes  on  across  the  floor  I go, 
let  me  move,  let  it  go  sing  it  baby,  sing  it,  something  to  see  boom, 
boom,  boom,  let  it  beat  shoom,  shoom,  shoom,  I feel  it 

Oh  man,  here  I go,  round  and  round  arms  up,  this  way,  oh  yeah,  let  me 
feel  it  the  rythm  pounds,  my  heart  feels  life  round  and  round  I go,  let 
me  dance  soaring,  feeling,  dancing,  move  with  it 

Oh  yeah,  I can  still  move,  look  at  me  goooo...Oh  the  sweet  sound,  I am 
free 

Oh  sweeeet  misery  I am  free,  free  to  sing  and  dance.  Oh  here  I go, 
round  and  round  I go,  dancing  dancing  and  dancing 

John  Rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Spirit  Dreams.. Dust  Remains"  

Date:  22  Apr  94  17:13:47  GMT 

From:  otter@manido.alphai.org  (Turtle  Fleart) 

Subj:  Spirit  Dreams.. Dust  Remains 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  what  corner  of  time 
is  the  truth  like  dust 
gathered 

passing  down  feathers 
holding  them  in  your  hands 
you  may  go  and  lift  the  wind 
carefully 

there  is  something  in  there 
in  those  feathers 

they  say  holding  them  against  your  heart 

there  is  something  in  there 

there  is  a way  to  pass  them 

a way  in  which  they  can  come 

which  will  hold  you  up 

closer  to  the  sun  than  before 


Turtle  Fleart 
Ahnishinabe 

American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  BBS 
619-374-2100 

PO  Box  111  Johannesburg  CA  93528 
Turtle  Fleart  otter@manido.alphai.org 
scicom ! manido ! otter 

Land  of  Kaw-ii-su  ancestor:  Land  of  Light 
"RE;  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  99  01:36:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  19-25 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

19 

Our  dreams  speak  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  soul. 

20 

Be  still  within  if  you  would  hear  the  voice  of  inspiration. 

21 

Draw  upon  the  source  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

22 

Cherish  my  hopes  and  dreams.  Beloved,  and  I will  cherish  yours. 

23 

Pursue  happiness;  capture  it  now,  and  never  let  it  go. 

24 

Sleep  passes  a mist  of  forgetfulness  over  our  sorrows. 

25 

In  peace  I go  forth  to  greet  each  day. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  12  December  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Thu,  9 Dec  1999  17:41:52  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Subj : First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

"From  one  century  to  the  next." 

The  First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run  from  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  Headquarters 
in  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  to  Battle  Point,  the  site  of  the  last  "official" 
Indian  War  will  be  held  on  December  31,  1999.  Emmet  Eastman,  Dakota,  will 
carry  the  torch  the  first  5 miles.  Dennis  Banks,  Anishinaabe  Ojibwe  will 
carry  the  torch  several  times  during  the  run  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Leech 
Lake . 

The  38  mile  Sobriety  Run  will  start  at  noon  at  the  tribal  headquarters  in 
Cass  Lake.  The  run  is  estimated  to  take  5 hours  and  will  be  followed  by  a 


Sobriety  Gathering  with  pipe  ceremony,  drumming,  dancing,  storytelling  and 
feast  at  the  Battle  Point  (Sugar  Point)  Community  Center. 

In  memory  of  our  loved  ones  lost  to  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  the  Native 
American  Vets'  Outreach  is  organizing  a motercade  to  accompany  the  Sobriety 
Torch  Run. 

For  more  information  contact: 
eaglerok@northernnet . com 
or 

P 0 BOX  134  FEDERAL  DAM,  MN  56641 
P 0 BOX  06167  COLUMBUS,  OHIO  43206 
OR 

AIM43USTCE@AOL.COM 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0510 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Subj : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche- -nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subj:  SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http : //www. dart mouth .edu/~aam/ 


Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D. Benally@Dartmouth . edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta .T. Smith@Dartmouth . edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-lan.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http : //www. wisdom keepers . org/etil/ . 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean.Smith@NAU.EDU> 

Subj:  This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 


relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere).  Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau . edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group) , College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 


Saturday  August  19,  2000 


Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 


Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday.  This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 


challenges . 


Possible,  but  cleanly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Dudiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable . 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 


www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 
NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.0.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  12:48:15  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Subj : Winter  Pow  Wows 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 


>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

ru  ~ r^j 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA,  ARKANSAS,  FLORIDA,  GEORGIA,  KENTUCKY,  LOUISIANA,  MARYLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI 
No  current  listings. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Dec.  21:  Winter  Solstice  Festival,  North  Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Festival, 
Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-4178. 


OKLAHOMA 

Dec.  31:  Good  Medicine  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 
Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds,  Oklahoma  City.  Info:  Kathy  Stairs  (405)  751-7132 
or  goodmedicine@hotmail.com. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

No  current  listings. 


TEXAS,  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dec.  31  & Ian.  1-2:  Cedar  Lakes  New  Year's  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Cedar  Lakes 
Resort,  Ripley.  The  first  day  of  the  pow  wow,  Dec.  31,  is  open  to  Native 
Americans  only,  & closed  to  the  general  public.  Camp  grounds  are  nearby,  and 
rooms  are  available  at  a special  rate  of  $40.00  for  the  weekend.  Reservations 
should  be  made  in  advance.  Drums  for  the  event  include:  Our  Brothers  Drum, 
Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  Mystic  Lake  Singers.  Info:  Tony  Jennings  (304) 

548-6539  or  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Janet  Smith, 

Gayle  Swanson,  Pat  Morris,  Marc  Frucht,  Jim  Anderson,  Kathy  Morning  Star, 
Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler,  The  A.N.N.A.  Foundation, 
David  Seals,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes,  Martha  E Ture,  Barbara  Landis, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  A Pictou,  Jordan  S Dill,  Suyeta, 

Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Dec  22  23:58:01  1999 
Date:  Tue,  21  Dec  1999  20:40:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews07.052 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT,  Nat-Film,  Big  mountain,  FOL-L, 
Minn-Ind,  Indianz,  Innu-L  & LPDC  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email 

http: //www. wash ingtonpost . com 

: 80/wp-srv/WPl ate/1999 -12/13/0051- 121399 -idx . html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/1108nava jo. shtml 
http : //www. bergen . com : 80/you rtime/lc 12199912124. htm 
http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ local /html98/tr a h_19991219. html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/12161aw. shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discuss ion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive .html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 


The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"You  will  see  many  tears  in  this  country.  Then  a great  wind  will 
come,  a wind  that  will  make  a hurricane  seem  like  a whisper.  It 
will  cleanse  the  earth  and  return  it  to  its  original  state.  That 
will  be  the  punishment  for  what  we've  done  to  the  Creation." 

Leon  Shenandoah,  Iroquois 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

! to  the  democratic  principles  f 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  J 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  15:09:15  -0600 
From:  nokwisa  <swillett@ro. com> 

Sub j : Re:  HELP!  (Lakxota  Kxoyag) 

It  looks  as  if  there  are  a good  number  of  children  and  elders,  that  may 
not  have  a great  holiday.  If  there  is  anything  you  can  do  to  help, 
please  act  quickly nokwisa 


Lakxota  Kxoyag  wrote: 

Dear  former  Lakxota  Kxoyag  Sponsors: 


The  holidays  are  drawing  closer  and  closer  and  there  are  still  90  children 


and  8 elders  left  on  the  Lakxota  Kxoyag  Internet  Holiday  Angel  Tree.  We 
need  your  help  to  spread  the  word  about  the  tree  and  the  children  left  on 
it  especially.  There  are  children  whose  brothers  and  sisters  have  been 
chosen  and  they  are  the  only  one  left  on  the  tree. 

PLEASE,  PLEASE  spread  the  word  about  the  children  and  hopefully  we  can  get 
enough  sponsors  for  everyone  before  next  week  comes! 

Thanks  so  much  to  all  of  you  and  especially  to  those  who  are  again 
sponsoring  this  year.  A BIG  WOPILA  THANKA  to  Shannon  Fallis-Kane  for 
always  finding  additional  people  to  help  sponsor. 

Happy  Holidays  to  you  and  yours... 
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Lakxota_Kxoyag(3Bigfoot . com 

http: //r intint in . Colorado. edu/~cameron/ Lakxota Kxoyag. html 


Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  06:34:42  -0600 
From:  "Avalon  Bruce"  <avalonb@nwol.net> 

Sub j : donations 

gary 

i work  with  a small,  non  profit  org.,  the  trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc. 
in  far  west  texas  --  we've  collected  almost  a quarter  of  a ton  of  good, 
clean,  used  clothing,  sent  off  a lot  of  it,  but  still  need  addresses  for 
where  the  people  have  the  greatest  need 

let's  network/work  together  ! 

i'll  see  what  i can  do  about  a 'blanket  drive'  and  if  you  have  specific 
addresses,  please  let  me  know 

one  of  our  elders  has  started  a 'school  supply'  donation  drive  in  elementary 
schools  in  west  texas  to  get  kids  in  each  grade  to  donate  extras,  e.g.  first 
graders  collect  pencils,  second  grade  paper,  third  grade  art  supplies,  etc. 

if  you  want  to  know  more  about  who  'we'  are,  read  the  tprc  website  below 

also,  if  you  have  names  of  prisoners,  i'd  take  time  to  write  a couple 

achitu . 

avalon  aka  brings  together  woman 

http: //tprc .freeservers. com 
http: //p rad er-wi Hi -opt ions . 8m . com 
http: //one -earth -one -people . 8m . com 

"The  Indian  world  was  devoted  to  living;  the  European  world  to  getting." 
Historian,  1764 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 


Wopila  Thanka  Pe! 

Lakxota  Kxoyag  Coordinators 
Craig,  Ruth,  Violet, 
Veronica  and  Marvin 


simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more 
( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8052 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible 
Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Warrior's  Passing  - The  Story  in  the  Genes 

- Former  Western  Delaware  - Coins  Grandmother  Saved 

President  Dies  Now  add  Up  to  a Treasure 

- Eliding  Genocide  - Solstice  Reflections 

- Let  Indians  Control  Indian  Lands  - Mendota 

- Weaver  Conveys  Navajo  Culture  - Reservation  Cops 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


- Holding  Custer  Accountable 

- CNO  Leader  Defends  Tribal  Pay  Hike 

- BIA  Mistrust 

- Discovery  Could  be 
600-Year-Old  Pipestone 

- Klamath  Tribes 
Seeks  Part  of  Forest 

- Action  to  Support  Lubicon  Cree 

- More  on  History  of  Quebec/ 

Labrador  Border 

- Indian  Children  Communicate 

- The  Puzzle  of  the  First  Americans 

"RE : Warrior's  Passing"  -- 


Often  Go  It  Alone 

- Pair  Indicted  in  Officer's  Death 

- Slain  Apache  Police  Officer 
Laid  to  Rest 

- New  January  Rally  Date 

- Congressmen  Attack  Peltier 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- They  Will  Come  to  See  Me 

- Poem:  Where  Are  You  My  Grandfather 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  12:46:00  -0600 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Warrior's  Passing 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  15  Dec  1999  00:07:23  -0600 
From:  Arthur  Miller  <bayou@blarg. net> 


Ah-ho  My  Relations, 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  announce  that  a warrior  veteran  of  Viet  Nam, 
Alcatraz,  and  Wounded  Knee73  (Strong  Heart  Bunker  and  roving  patrol),  a 
traditional  Creek/Seminole  man,  Daniel  Sands,  known  in  the  Movement  as 
'Lance  Yellowhand ' . . . has  left  us  for  the  Spirit  World.  I know  the  Stomp 
Dance  ground  over  there  is  a happier  place  tonight  because  a great  and 
happy  spirit  has  joined  them.  This  side  is  left  the  poorer. 

Lance  died  in  Dallas  and  will  be  buried  there  Saturday.  Because  he 
had  friends  from  coast  to  coast  please  post  this  sad  notice  wherever  it 
will  reach  NDN  Country. 

Thank  You,  Carter  Camp 


RE:  Former  Western  Delaware  President  Dies 


Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  08:27:37  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-17-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Former  Western  Delaware  President,  Lawrence  Snake,  Dies 

c.  The  Oklahoman 

12/16/1999 

Lawrence  Snake  was  born  May  16,  1919  to  Frank  Snake  & Bessie  Hunter  Snake 
at  Washita,  OK  and  departed  this  life  Dec.  12,  1999  in  Okla.  City,  OK  at 
the  age  of  80  years,  6 months  and  26  days.  He  was  a proud  member  of  the 
Delawares . 

Frank  and  Bessie  Snake,  his  stepfather,  Willie  Snake,  one  brother  & 
three  sisters  preceded  him  in  death. 

Lawrence  was  in  the  first  graduating  class  at  Riverside  Indian  School. 

He  was  a Golden  Gloves  Boxer.  He  was  attending  Cameron  College  at  Lawton 
and  enlisted  in  the  Army  to  get  his  year  of  service  over  on  Feb.  17,  1941. 

He  was  in  the  45th  Division  at  Fort  Sill  when  he  and  three  others  were 
transferred  to  the  2nd  Battalion  131st  Field  Artillery  of  the  Texas 
National  Guard.  They  were  being  transported  overseas  when  Pearl  Harbor  was 
bombed . 

After  war  was  declared,  they  were  diverted  to  the  island  of  lava,  where 
they  were  taken  prisoners  of  war  by  the  Japanese  in  Feb.  1942.  They  were 
taken  to  several  Pacific  islands  and  finally  to  Burma  and  forced  to  build 
the  railroad  across  the  Burma  jungle.  They  became  known  as  the  "Lost 
Battalion",  because  the  Army  didn't  know  where  they  were  for  about  1 


years.  He  was  a prisoner  for  3 years. 

Lawrence  was  a member  of  the  Country  Estates  Baptist  Church  of  Midwest 
City,  OK.  He  was  a 32nd  Degree  Mason  and  belonged  to  the  VFW,  DAV  & 
American  ex-POW.  He  was  active  in  the  Western  Delaware  Tribal  Government, 
serving  as  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary  & Committee  Member. 

He  was  active  in  numerous  National  Indian  organizations.  He  was  an 
advocate  for  higher  education  and  health  issues  and  served  as  a 
Presidential  Appointee  to  the  Indian  Veterans  Committee  for  the  Veterans 
Administration.  He  went  back  to  Cameron  then  to  Okla.  State  University. 

In  1947,  he  married  Dorothy  Hilderbrand.  To  this  union  were  born  1 
daughter  & 2 sons.  Lawrence  was  employed  at  Tinker  Air  Force  Base  & 
retired  from  there  in  1974. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Dorothy,  of  the  home;  daughter,  Leila  Fowlks 
& husband  Gary  of  New  Jersey;  sons,  Lawrence  Frank  Snake  of  Washita,  OK 
and  Lloyd  Greg  Snake  of  Midwest  City,  OK;  grandchildren,  Jodi  & Jason 
Fowlks;  4 sisters,  Florence  Roy,  Gladys  Yackeyonny,  Louise  Yeahquo,  Betty 
Thomas  and  a host  of  nieces,  nephews  & cousins. 

Services  were  held  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  under  the  direction  of  Smith 
Funeral  Home  Chapel  in  Anadarko,  OK.  Burial  at  Memory  Lane  Cemetery, 
Anadarko,  OK. 

"RE : Hiding  Genocide"  

Date:  Saturday,  December  18,  1999  7:52  PM 
From:  Marlene  R.  Atleo  <maratleo@ISLAND.NET> 

Sub j : Camp's  essay  too  good  not  to  get  it  all  in 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@LISTSERV.UGA. EDU> 

Hiding  Genocide:  The  National  Museum  Of  The  American  Indian 
by  Carter  Camp,  Ponca  Nation 
December  6,  1999 

Seems  we  rez-based  Indians  always  are  slow  to  react  to  events  taking 
place  in  Washington  D.C.,  by  the  time  we  wake  up  the  damage  is  done.  The 
new  "Redskins"  stadium  is  one  place  we  could  have  made  a stand  if  we  were 
serious  about  the  mascot  issue.  Another  cultural  rip-off  being  foisted  on 
our  people  is  the  National  Museum  of  American  Indian  going  up  in  D.C..  I 
once  warned  about  about  it  in  a letter  carried  by  Indian  Country  Today  in 
the  early  nineties,  but  a small  voice  is  easily  drowned  out  when  millions 
of  dollars  are  being  spent  and  the  voice  of  the  GreatWhiteFather  anoints 
Indian  leaders. 

For  a decade  or  more  the  Smithsonian  fundraising  machine  has  gone 
merrily  along,  draining  much  needed  funds  away  from  the  Indian  community 
and  diverting  Americas  attention  away  from  the  economic,  cultural  and 
legal  devastation  going  on  across  our  homelands.  Our  leaders  are  grinning 
and  shuffling  into  line  to  endorse  another  Whitemans  dream,  and  our 
artists  and  writers  can't  seem  to  wait  for  a grant,  the  ultimate  pat  on 
the  head  from  the  hand  of  power. 

Am  I the  only  Indian  who  doesn't  trust  the  graverobbing  Smithsonian  or 
who  questions  the  basic  premise  of  the  use  of  this  unique  space  on  the 
National  Mall? 

The  only  good  thing  I can  see  coming  from  this  place  is  it  probably  will 
have  an  Indian-artist  designed  front  entrance,  properly  blessed  by  a 
medicine  man,  that  we  can  use  to  protest  the  various  acts  of  genocide  as 
they  are  carried  out  and  we  ourselves  become  artifacts.  Just  what  we 
Indians  need,  a museum  to  celebrate  our  "disappearance"  (albeit  with  a nod 
to  our  survivance)  before  we're  quite  dead!  All  is  normal  in  Indian 
Country. 

Once  upon  a time  there  were  two  open  spaces  for  museums  on  the  National 
Mall.  African  Americans  coveted  a space  as  did  Hispanic,  Jewish  and  Native 
Americans.  Many  interest  groups,  from  Veterans  to  the  D.A.R.,  also  wanted 
the  rare  spaces.  Congress  in  its  wisdom  awarded  one  site  to  a very 
politically  powerful  (and  deserving)  Jewish  applicant  and  another  to  the 
very  politically  powerful  Smithsonian  Institution,  their  'keeper  of  the 


loot.  ' 

Then  the  "fool  the  Indian"  process  began  and  it  proved  to  be  very  easy. 
Dust  put  an  Indian  face  on  it(out  of  the  vast  Smithsonian  collection)  and 
it  magically  becomes  an  "Indian"  project.  With  a shamans  wave,  shape 
changes  and  crypt-worms  become  our  friends,  close  enough  to  be  Indian- 
endorsed  as  keepers  of  our  precious  past  and  tellers  of  our  history. 

Is  it  merely  my  imagination  that  over  the  generations  of  conquest  and 
looting,  enumerating  and  studying,  digging  and  classifying,  collecting  and 
recording,  the  Smithsonain  might  have  learned  and  be  USING  our  own  sacred 
secrets  to  blind  our  leaders  to  the  real  plan?  What  else  explains  the  lack 
of  a desenting  voice  as  our  leaders  and  artists  shamble  all  in  a line? 

Indians  stand  REDLY  in  the  way  of  the  American  dream.  For  centuries 
Americans  have  dreamed  we  are  "vanishing"  and  have  tried  hard  to  make  it 
true.  The  Smithsonian  was  created  to  enclose  us  in  their  white  past  and  to 
chronicle  our  demise,  what  medicine  has  made  them  our  friends?  Where  has 
Coyote  been  lately? 

Contrast  the  two  new  museums  and  you  can  see  how  they  are  used  to 
support  a conquerors,  cleansed  view  of  history:  For  the  Dewish  museum  no 
thought  at  all  was  given  to  using  it  to  show  the  world  ancient  Dewish 
culture  and  artifacts.  They  could  have  displayed  scenes  of  ancient  Dewish 
life  - hunting,  tanning  hides  and  pastoral  living.  Like  an  Indian  museum. 
It  would  have  been  beautiful  and  easy  for  people  to  enjoy.  It  wasn't  done 
that  way  for  one  reason... The  Dewish  people  were  in  charge  and  they 
decided  for  themselves  what  aspect  of  their  history  to  show  the  world. 

They  decided  with  one  voice  to  use  the  rare  space  as  a shield  to  protect 
their  people  against  a repeat  of  the  Nazi  holocaust.  Dewish  politicians 
funded  and  protected  Dewish  intellectuals,  artists,  historians.  Rabbis  and 
survivors  as  they  crafted  a way  to  commemorate  their  dead  and  to  use  their 
past  to  protect  their  future.  They  refused  to  allow  the  dreams  of  others 
to  distort  the  truth  of  their  horror,  and  now  their  museum  is  a powerful 
testament  to  a Dewish  dream,  not  a gentile  revision  of  reality. 

Our  space,  and  the  worlds  window  to  our  Nations,  was  turned  over  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  enshrine  the  lie  of  'manifest  destiny'  and  the 
historical  inevitability  of  the  American  Holocaust.  Americas  museums  have 
always  been  a prime  purveyor  of  the  big  lies  of  American  history,  now  the 
largest  and  worst  is  given  an  army  of  non-Indian  historians,  anthros, 
romance  writers  and  a couple  of  Indian  scouts,  to  define  us  to  the  world. 

THEY  decided  with  one  voice  NOT  to  use  our  rare  and  precious  space  as  a 
shield  of  truth  against  the  American  Holocaust,  or  to  prevent  the 
conclusion  of  its  evil  purpose  against  my  people.  We  still  die,  our  sacred 
sites  still  are  paved  over,  our  dead  dug  up,  our  children  stolen  and  mis- 
educated.  Missionaries  search  the  jungle  for  the  last  of  us.  It  hurts  me 
to  think  about  the  many  atrocities  we  may  have  been  able  to  prevent  had  we 
Indian  traditionalists,  (for  whom  the  American  Holocaust  still  burns 
freshly)  been  able  to  tell  a true  history  of  our  own  people.  I envy  my 
Dewish  relatives  for  serving  their  people  so  well.  Our  Indian  leaders  have 
seen  fit  to  sell  our  history  so  the  Whiteman  can  bend  it  to  fit  the  myth 
they  use  to  avoid  histories  judgement...  Better  for  tourism  in  Washington 
D.C.  too. 

The  Indian  artifacts  to  be  displayed  in  Washington  and  New  York  would  be 
much  better  displayed  by  the  people  they  were  stolen  from  (or  bought,  same 
thing)  upon  their  own  reservations  and  homelands.  If  Americans  want  to 
know  about  my  Tribe,  the  Ponca,  they  should  learn  from  us,  here  at  our 
home,  they  might  invigorate  our  economy  and  begin  to  see  us  as  Poncas  and 
not  "Indians."  By  coming  here  they  might  realize  that  after  500  years, 
vanishing  is  no  longer  an  option. 

The  dispersal  of  the  Smithsonian  collections  back  to  the  Tribes  would 
benefit  our  children  the  most.  They  would  realize  the  artistry  and  beauty 
of  their  peoples  history  and  the  value  of  their  Nations.  They  would  come 
to  understand  that  the  years  since  white  contact  have  been  only  a short, 
ugly  wart  on  the  beautiful  history  of  our  people.  It  would  give  them  faith 
that  one  day  we  will  pass  back  into  beauty.  Artifacts  in  Washington  DC  are 
dead,  cut-off  relics  in  nothingness.  At  home  they  are  freed  from  limbo  and 
recharged  with  life  and  need.  Even  Artifacts  need  to  be  Ponca  or  Navajo  or 
Makah. 


Americans  sensibilities  will  have  been  spared  at  the  cost  of  continuing 
depredations  against  Indian  people.  Americans  will  go  to  the  Holocaust 
Museum  and  be  told  the  horrible  truths  of  what  Hitler  and  the  Nazi's  did 
to  the  lews.  They  will  cry  for  the  victims  and  mourn  with  the  survivors, 
in  the  end  they  too  will  be  determined  to  protect  the  lewish  people  from  a 
repeat  of  the  Holocaust.  All  thinking  people  support  this.  They  will  also 
be  comforted  (and  exempted)  to  know  that  America  defeated  the  Nazi, 
stopped  the  killing  and  helped  lews  return  to  their  homeland. 

Next,  Americans  can  walk  over  to  the  museum  of  'Indian'  history.  They 
will  be  amazed  and  pleased  at  the  beauty  of  our  past.  Scenes  of  tipis, 
tanning  hides  and  pastoral  living  will  hide  the  blood  covering  every- 
square-inch  of  America.  Our  blood.  They  will  go  home  marveling  at  our 
ancient  art  and  beauty  and  a little  sad  we  had  to  pass  into  history 
because  our  buffalo  suddenly  "vanished."  They  may  even  feel  a twinge  of 
guilt  at  the  part  their  ancestors  played  in  our  demise.  But  they  will  go 
away  without  seeing  or  knowing  the  "time  of  horror"  each  and  every  Tribe 
went  through  upon  contact  with  the  European.  They  will  go  home  without 
realizing  how  much  of  the  slaughter  was  an  officially  inspired,  government 
planned,  racist  policy  of  genocide.  They  will  not  realize  the  depth  of  the 
crime  committed  so  they  will  not  understand  the  crimes  being  committed 
today  or  the  need  for  reparations  to  heal  the  devastation.  They  will  not 
understand  that  there  were  entire  Societies  for  whom  the  "final  solution" 
worked.  Entire  Tribes,  as  whole  and  complete  as  the  the  lewish  Tribes, 
were  completely  erased  from  mother  earth.  Their  language  will  never  be 
heard,  their  poetry,  music,  science  and  art  is  lost  to  the  world,  because 
they  met  a people  who  believed  in  their  own,  god  given,  superiority  and 
the  inferiority  of  all  else.  (The  base  cause  of  all  genocide).  They  will 
go  home  without  feeling  the  need  to  help  Indian  Nations  secure  their  own 
homelands  or  becoming  determined  there  never  be  another  American  Holocaust 
Worst  of  all,  they  will  go  home  not  knowing  that  our  people  still  suffer 
ongoing  policies  of  genocide  and  attacks  on  our  existence.  Missionaries 
and  Governments  still  work  and  plan  to  erase  us  from  the  face  of  our 
Mother  Earth.  Indian  Country,  from  the  Arctic  to  Anarctica,  is  still  awash 
in  the  blood  of  our  People. 

Should  American  Indians  be  suspicious  about  the  placement  and  content  of 
these  two  Museums?  lew  and  "Indian?"  Did  it  take  some  C.I.A.  psy-war 
expert  to  figure  out  how  best  to  cover-up  the  murder  of  over  200  million 
people?  Will  this  museum,  with  a mere  nod  to  the  500  year  holocaust,  stand 
as  the  permanent  enshrinement  of  the  American  lie  and  the  final  resting 
place  of  Indian  history?  I believe  there  should  be  a holocaust  museum  on 
Americas  National  Mall  in  Americas  Capitol  city.  But  not  one  of  the 
European  disaster.  It  must  be  a Bright  Red  Museum  of  the  American 
Holocaust!  It  must  call  the  roll  of  entire  Nations  of  beautiful  people  who 
succumbed  to  to  the  genocidal  onslaught.  "IT  MUST  BEGIN  OUR  TIME  OF 
MOURNING  BY  ENDING  OUR  TIME  OF  FEAR." 

...for  all  my  relations... 

Biography: 

Carter  Camp  is  a member  of  the  Ponca  Nation  and  an  active  member  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement 

>Please  send  us  your  comments  on  this  article. 

Nuu-chah-nulth  among  other  First  Nations  are  currently  in  treaty 
negotiations  in  British  Columbia  and  the  issue  of  getting  back  the  goods  i 
on  the  table. . . . 

An  academic  reference  to  address  the  issue  of  repatriation  from  a BC  ndn 
Policy  Development  for  Museums:  A First  Nations  Perspective.  E.  Richard 
Atleo.  In  Celebration  of  Our  Survival:  The  First  Nations  of  British 
Columbia.  Doreen  lensen  & Cheryl  Brooks  (Eds.)  UBC  Press.  1991. 
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Let  Indians  Control  Indian  Lands 
Monday,  December  13,  1999;  Page  A24 

The  Dec.  7 news  story  "U.S.  Held  Liable  for  Lost  Indian  Papers"  discussed 
another  in  a long  series  of  shameful  actions  taken  by  the  government  in  the 
legal  battle  over  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  management  of  Indian 
trusts.  But  while  the  article  is  important  in  teaching  people  about  the 
bureau's  mismanagement  of  the  trusts,  it  fails  to  point  out  the  real 
tragedy:  that  the  government,  rather  than  local  Indian  tribes,  has  control 
over  Indian  lands  and  resources. 

Linder  the  Dawes  Act  of  1887  the  U.S.  government  views  Indians  as 
"incompetent."  This  racist  law  is  still  in  effect. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  act,  as  "guardian"  of  Indian  lands,  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  can  control  everything  from  what  crops  are 
planted,  to  how  many  trees  are  harvested,  to  how  much  coal  is  mined  on 
reservations.  The  act's  ostensible  objective  was  to  privatize  Indian  lands 
so  that  Indian  owners  could  become  good  farmers.  In  reality,  though,  the 
act  opened  up  millions  of  acres  of  reservation  lands  to  homesteading  by 
white  settlers.  To  stop  this  mass  transfer  from  Indians,  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  of  1934  locked  more  than  50  million  acres  of  Indian 
lands  into  permanent  trust  status. 

While  the  current  lawsuit  to  compensate  Indians  for  the  government's 
mismanagement  of  their  assets  is  important,  it  is  more  important  that 
American  Indians  be  given  the  same  freedom  to  control  their  land  and 
resources  that  other  Americans  enjoy. 

TERRY  L.  ANDERSON 
MATTHEW  BROWN 
Bozeman,  Mont. 

c.  Copyright  1999  The  Washington  Post  Company 
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Weaver  conveys  Navajo  culture 

Sends  original  rugs  all  over  the  world 

By  Sekai  K.  Mutunhu 

Gallup  Independent 

Nov.  8,  1999 

GALLUP,  N.M.  - Ronnie  Lee  gently  coos  a stream  of  unintelligible  words 
as  he  opens  the  paddock  gates  and  lets  loose  his  flock  of  impatient, 
incessantly  bleating  sheep. 

Eager  to  begin  their  day,  the  sheep,  made  up  of  Spanish  Ewe,  Navajo- 
Churro  and  Rambouillet  breeds,  follow  Lee  as  he  uses  a wooden  staff  to 
guide  them  south  through  the  sagebrush  and  toward  a grassy  pasture  where 
they  will  spend  the  morning  grazing. 

It  is  with  loving  care  that  Lee  sheers  his  sheep  each  Dune,  washes  their 
fleece,  cards  the  wool  - continuously  brushing  it  with  wire  brushes  to 
align  the  fibers  - and  spins  it  into  yarn  before  using  vegetable  dyes  to 
color  the  yarn  in  natural  shades  of  white,  black  and  gray. 

As  the  flock  roams  free,  Lee  sits  on  a flat  rock  warmed  by  the  early 
morning  sun.  For  the  next  hour,  he  sits  in  virtual  silence,  using  a 
spindle  to  spin  a ball  of  yarn  that  will  be  woven  into  one  of  his 


intricately  designed  rugs. 

A light  rain  shower  forces  Lee  to  abandon  his  comfortable  perch  and  seek 
shelter  in  his  nearby  hogan,  which  sits  adjacent  to  his  house  in  the  area 
south  of  Gallup.  Once  inside  the  hogan,  Lee  tucks  his  legs  beneath  him  and 
sits  facing  a 4-  by  7-foot  vertical  wooden  loom. 

His  large  hands  deftly  weave  a string  of  white  yarn  into  what  is  shaping 
up  to  be  a large,  made-to-order,  Navajo  rug. 

"You  hold  your  tools,  you  sit  at  your  loom  and  you  say  a prayer  so  the 
rug  can  come  out  beautiful,"  says  Lee,  who  is  in  his  30s. 

The  rug  he  is  working  on  today  was  ordered  by  a customer  who  requested  a 
Two  Grey  Hills  design.  Lee  expects  it  will  take  him  at  least  three  weeks 
to  complete. 

Given  the  time,  skill  and  effort  that  goes  into  creating  such  a rug, 
Lee's  client  didn't  blink  an  eye  at  the  $1,500  price  tag. 

Lee  learned  the  techniques  of  traditional  Navajo  weaving  from  his 
grandmother  and  other  elder  members  of  his  tribe.  Whether  it  be  patterning 
tiny  crystals  on  opposite  sides  of  the  rug  or  deciding  what  color  string 
of  yarn  will  follow  the  next,  Lee  weaves  a piece  of  himself  into  each  and 
every  rug. 

Weaving  is  Lee's  primary  source  of  income.  As  Navajo  weaving  earns 
increasing  national  and  international  recognition  as  a respected  cultural 
art  form,  Lee's  clients  come  from  as  far  away  as  Australia  and  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  as  close  to  home  as  Santa  Fe. 

"I  sell  them  to  whoever  likes  them,"  Lee  says.  "I  always  weave  something 
different,  never  the  same  thing." 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 
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Holding  Custer  accountable 
Sunday,  December  12,  1999 
By  LAURENCE  CHOLLET 
Staff  Writer 

There  are  two  sides  to  every  story  but  for  more  than  a century  the 
Native  American  side  to  the  battle  of  Little  Bighorn  has  been 
rarely  heard,  let  alone  published. 

"My  goal  was  simply  to  tell  the  other  side  of  the  story,"  said  Herman 
3.  Viola  from  his  home  outside  Washington,  D.C.,  last  week.  "It 
deserves  to  be  told  and  really  never  has." 

Viola,  curator  emeritus  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  has  filled  in  a lot  of  historical  gaps  with  "The  Little  Bighorn 
Remembered:  The  Untold  Indian  Story  of  Custer's  Last  Stand" 

(Times,  $45). 

It  contains  a wealth  of  new  material  --  including  previously  unpublished 
accounts  from  various  tribes  like  the  Cheyenne,  Sioux,  Crow,  and 
Arikara,  who  participated  in  the  battle  on  Dune  25,  1876,  in  which 
Gen.  George  A.  Custer  and  some  200  soldiers  of  the  U.S.  Seventh 


Calvary  were  killed. 

Those  Native  American  accounts  are  examined  in  light  of  archaeological 
researches  that  have  been  going  on  since  the  1980s,  when  a range  fire 
swept  across  the  Montana  battlefield,  uncovering  a trove  of  artifacts  -- 
including  shell  casings  and  arrowheads. 

There  are  dozens  of  photographs,  maps,  and  illustrations,  including 
hand-drawn  depictions  of  the  battle  by  Native  American  participants  -- 
like  the  Miniconjou  Lakota  chief.  Red  Horse. 

"This  story  has  been  out  there  [among  Native  Americans]  for  more  than 
a century,"  Viola  said.  "But  it  has  not  been  heard  because  people  did 
not  want  to  question  the  prevailing  view  of  that  battle:  that  Custer  was 
a heroic  soldier  who  was  surprised  by  overwhelming  odds  and  fought 
bravely  to  the  end." 

The  heroic  image  of  Custer  and  his  Seventh  Calvary  is  a piece  of 
American  lore  that  virtually  everyone  knows.  It  wasn't  until  the  1980s 
that  a spate  of  books,  led  by  Evan  S.  Connell's  "Son  of  the  Morning  Star, 
began  to  critically  reassess  Custer,  based  on  federal  records  and 
archaeological  discoveries. 

Now  the  consensus  among  professional  historians  is  that  Custer 
seriously  misread  his  Native  American  opponents  that  day,  then 
engaged  in  military  tactics  that  were  at  best  foolish  --  and  at  worst, 
suicidal  --  with  disastrous  results. 

Over  the  years,  Custer's  image  isn't  the  only  that  thing  that  has 
suffered.  For  Native  Americans  --  especially  the  Cheyenne  and  the 
Sioux,  who  figured  prominently  in  the  fight  --  the  battle  continues  to 
haunt . 

"It  really  marked  the  end  of  their  way  of  life  for  the  Plains  tribes," 
Viola  said.  "Within  a few  short  years,  the  Indian  people  went  from 
that  battlefield  to  exile  in  Canada,  reservations,  or  death.  ...  There 
was  such  a heavy-handed  retribution  carried  out  [by  the  United  States 
government],  most  Indians  didn't  want  to  talk  about  it  outside  their 
own  tribe." 

Viola  got  around  that  wall  of  silence  by  accident.  As  director  of  the 
Smithsonian's  National  Anthropological  Archives,  he  initiated  a program 
from  1972-1982  to  help  train  Native  Americans  to  professionally  preserve 
their  history. 

Among  the  first  to  enter  the  program  was  Doseph  Medicine  Crow,  whose 
step-grandfather  was  White  Man  Runs  Him,  one  of  Custer's  Crow  scouts  who 
survived  Little  Bighorn. 

"We  became  friends,  and  through  him  I started  hearing  all  these 
stories,"  Viola  said.  "As  a young  boy  growing  up,  Doe  had  served  as 
an  interpreter  for  his  step-grandfather  when  [non-Native  Americans] 
would  show  up  to  ask  him  about  the  battle,  so  he  knew  all  these 
stories.  ...  Doe  was  a living  cultural  treasure." 

Gradually,  Viola  made  inroads  into  the  Native  American  community, 
and  discovered  that  having  a family  member  or  relative  fight  at  Little 
Bighorn  was  comparable  to  having  an  uncle  or  grandfather  land  on 
Normandy's  beaches  on  D-day:  War  stories  were  passed  down  from 
one  generation  to  the  next.  But  even  with  proper  introductions,  Viola 
found  himself  still  fighting  old  battles. 

"You'd  be  astounded  at  how  many  would  not  talk  to  me  about  the 
battle,"  Viola  said.  "I  would  be  on  a reservation,  and  ask  the  old  ones 
why,  why  will  you  not  talk  about  this?  And  they  would  say,  'Because 
the  United  States  government  is  still  looking  for  the  people  who  killed 
Custer. ' " 

Nonetheless,  Viola  got  many  to  share  their  stories,  and  he  hopes  the 
book  will  bring  out  more.  He's  donating  his  royalties  from  the  book  to 
set  up  scholarships  at  colleges  on  the  Cheyenne,  Sioux,  Crow,  and 
Arikaras  reservations. 

"The  whole  idea  is  to  let  these  people  know  that  when  white  men 
come,  it  isn't  always  a case  of  stuff  being  taken  away,"  Viola  said. 
"Hopefully,  the  money  will  be  used  to  fund  oral  history  research." 
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Leader  defends  tribal  pay  hike 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
12/15/99 

Cherokee  Nation  council  vote  draws  some  opposition. 

TAHLEQUAFI  --  Councilor  3ohn  Ketcher,  a former  deputy  chief  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  on  Tuesday  defended  a pay  increase  members  of  the  tribal  council 
voted  for  themselves  at  a time  when  the  tribe's  finances  are  in  question. 
Noting  that  he  had  voted  against  a pay  increase  proposal  in  the  past, 

Ketcher  said  the  tribe's  legislative  branch  has  lagged  behind  other  branches 
of  government  in  terms  of  compensation. 

The  pay  increase  approved  in  a 10-5  tribal  council  vote  Monday  night 
raises  the  annual  salaries  of  legislators  from  $16,800  annually  to  $23,800 
and  allows  them  $4,800  a year  for  meeting  allowances. 

Council  members,  who  hold  their  meetings  in  Tahlequah,  come  from  a 
14-county  district  in  northeastern  Oklahoma. 

None  of  the  council  members,  Ketcher  said,  have  large  outside  incomes, 
and  some  are  retired,  receive  a small  pension  or  are  on  Social  Security 
while  attending  to  the  business  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  which  has  more  than 
200,000  members. 

The  Cherokee  tribe  has  an  annual  budget  of  about  $140  million. 

Ketcher  said  the  tribe  has  experienced  rapid  growth,  and  the  duties  of 
members  of  the  council  aren't  limited  to  monthly  meetings. 

"They  attend  numerous  committee  meetings,  are  in  contact  with  many 
constituents  and  program  people  personally  and  by  telephone  on  a daily 
basis.  This  is  neither  an  8 to  5 nor  a Monday  through  Friday  job  if  we  are 
to  represent  the  constituents  adequately,"  he  said. 

Among  council  members  voting  against  the  pay  increase  was  Flarold  "liggs" 
Phillips  of  Westville,  who  said  the  increase  was  untimely  in  light  of 
reports  that  the  tribe  has  a $6  million  debt  problem. 

"We  still  don't  have  a clear  picture  of  our  money  situation,"  Phillips 
said  Tuesday.  "We  do  know  we  have  a large  indebtedness  or  obligation,  and 
we  have  not  reached  a conclusion  as  to  how  to  handle  it." 

Phillips  cited  attorney  fees  paid  and  owed  by  the  tribe  and  said  a $1 
million-plus  emergency  medical  services  building  is  under  construction  in 
Tahlequah,  although  the  tribe  hasn't  appropriated  funds  for  it. 

He  also  said  findings  of  an  audit  on  1997-98  funding  still  haven't  been 
made  clear,  and  the  tribe  might  have  to  make  some  adjustments  in  that  area. 

"I  think  we  need  to  be  sensitive  to  the  Cherokee  citizens,  and  they  have 
definitely  told  us  they  are  opposed  to  a salary  increase  at  this  time," 
Phillips  said. 

He  said  he  isn't  "violently  opposed"  to  a pay  increase,  "but  this  is 
not  the  proper  time." 

Phillips  said  a council  majority  turned  down  a request  he  made  to  postpone 
action  on  the  pay  increase  proposal. 

The  proposal  becomes  effective  April  1. 

The  measure  also  gives  health  and  life  insurance  benefit  to  members  of  the 
tribal  council. 
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BIA  mistrust 
By  Bill  McAllister 
c.  Denver  Post 
Dec.  12  , 1999 

WASHINGTON  - Kevin  Gover  should  be  happy.  Congress  just  boosted 
his  agency's  budget  by  10  percent,  almost  as  much  as  President  Clinton 
wanted.  That  should  have  the  Princeton-educated  administrator  jumping  for 
joy. 

But  Gover  runs  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  one  of  the  most  troubled 
federal  agencies  in  the  nation's  capital.  As  Gover  told  a group  of  reporters 
last  week:  "There  is  a lot  of  history,  a lot  of  baggage  that  this  agency  has 
to  live  with." 

Not  only  do  many  Native  Americans  distrust  the  agency,  but  Gover  says  many 
members  of  Congress,  who  would  like  to  help  Native  Americans,  also  have 
serious  problems  with  his  Interior  Department  agency.  "There  is  a strong 
belief  that  Indians  need  assistance,  but  there  is  an  equally  strong  belief 
that  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  not  shown  itself  capable  of  rendering 
that  assistance,"  Gover  conceded. 

A Pawnee  and  a lawyer  from  Oklahoma,  Gover,  an  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Interior,  should  acknowledge  there  is  good  reason  for  the  distrust.  The 
BIA's  record,  especially  handling  trust  accounts  it  manages  for  Native 
Americans  and  their  tribes,  has  been  abysmal.  That's  about  to  change,  Gover 
said.  "We  are  turning  it  around  out  there,"  he  said.  "One  of  the  biggest 
problems  we  have  going,  and  (it)  may  be  the  biggest  success  of  my 
administration  ..." 

If  Gover  does  resolve  that  problem,  bringing  order  to  thousands  of  trust 
accounts  that  Interior  long  said  it  cannot  verify,  it  will  be  a remarkable 
achievement  for  an  agency  that  consistently  has  been  rated  one  of  the 
worst  run  bureaucracies  in  Washington.  It  also  should  set  the  stage  for  what 
Gover  hopes  will  be  an  infusion  of  even  more  cash  for  his  agency. 

After  two  years  in  office,  Gover  told  reporters  he  is  convinced  the 
problems  facing  the  United  States'  poorest  minority  now  have  become  so 
serious  that  only  a major  effort  by  Washington  will  begin  to  resolve  them. 
"Having  begun  to  set  our  house  in  order,  I believe  the  time  has  come  for 
the  federal  government  to  make  a real  commitment  to  meet  the  needs  of 
these  (Indian)  communities  through  the  programs  that  the  federal  government 
itself  established,"  he  said. 

Even  with  the  10  percent  increase  Congress  just  approved  in  the  BIA's  $1.9 
billion  budget,  there  is  hardly  enough  money  to  make  a difference,  he  said. 
Take  housing,  Gover  said.  BIA  officials  have  documented  the  need  for  $200 
million  worth  of  housing  improvements  for  impoverished  Indians  - 
individuals  too  poor  to  qualify  for  any  other  federal  housing  programs,  he 
said.  The  new  budget  provides  $18  million  for  them. 

"I  can't  do  the  fishes  and  loaves,"  Gover  said,  referring  to  the  biblical 
story  of  lesus  feeding  a multitude  with  a few  pieces  of  food.  "I've  got  to 
have  the  money  to  spend  to  make  these  repairs  on  these  homes." 

Any  attempt  to  give  the  BIA  that  type  of  money  will  take  the  approval  of 
a lot  of  people  in  Washington,  Gover  said.  One  of  those  who  is  likely  to  be 
involved  is  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Indian  Affairs  Committee  and  a member  of  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee. 

"Sen.  Campbell  and  I have  been  friends  since  his  first  campaign  for  the 
House,"  Gover  said.  But  on  the  critical  issue  of  trust  funds,  the  Clinton 
appointee  added:  "I  disagree  with  him  profoundly  on  many  of  the  trust 
reform  issues.  But  that's  pretty  much  all  I disagree  with  him  about." 

The  Clinton  administration  has  denounced  Campbell's  approach,  which  would 
have  called  for  creating  another  trustee  to  oversee  the  300,000  accounts. 
With  that,  Campbell  backed  off. 

Gover  seemed  to  make  clear  that  he  feared  his  Cheyenne  brother  is  one  of 
those  in  Congress  who  is  not  ready  to  give  the  BIA  credit  for  its  latest 
efforts  to  resolve  the  trust  accounts. 

"I  don't  think  that  we  get  enough  credit  for  the  progress  that  we  have 
made,"  Gover  said  when  asked  about  his  problems  with  Campbell. 
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Discovery  could  be  600-year-old  pipestone 
c.  Copyright  Star  Tribune 
December  14,  1999 

HOLMEN,  WIS.  --  Local  archaeologists  are  excited  about  the  recent 
discovery  of  a piece  of  etched  pipestone,  a stone  used  by  American  Indians 
to  make  tobacco  pipes,  that  might  be  more  than  600  years  old. 

Steve  Allen,  an  amateur  archaeologist  in  western  Wisconsin,  recently 
uncovered  the  item  at  a LaCrosse  County  site  he  was  researching  and  turned 
it  over  for  study  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  La  Crosse. 

"This  is  very,  very  rare,"  said  Robert  (Ernie)  Boszhardt,  who  has  been 
an  archaeologist  in  western  Wisconsin  for  more  than  20  years.  "This  is  the 
second  I've  seen  from  La  Crosse." 

The  artifact  is  a piece  of  pipestone  slightly  larger  than  the  palm  of  an 
average  adult  hand.  It  has  etchings  of  a bird,  a star,  what  could  be  a sun 
and  other  unknown  drawings. 

It  was  made  by  someone  of  the  Oneota  culture,  the  group  that  dominated 
the  Coulee  Region  for  hundreds  of  years  before  European  settlement, 
Boszhardt  said. 

It's  possible  the  piece  is  part  of  a tablet  that  probably  originated  in 
southwestern  Minnesota  between  1400  and  1600  A.D.,  he  said.  How  it  got  to 
La  Crosse  is  a mystery  to  researchers.  The  area  where  the  artifact  was 
found  might  have  been  on  a trade  route,  or  someone  who  traveled  to 
southwestern  Minnesota  at  the  time  may  have  returned  to  practice  that  type 
of  drawing,  Boszhardt  said. 
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Klamath  Tribes  seeks  part  of  forest 

The  Native  American  group  wants  660,000  acres  of  the  Winema  National  Forest 
to  establish  a homeland 

Tuesday,  December  14,  1999 

By  Courtenay  Thompson  of  The  Oregonian  staff 

SPRAGUE  RIVER  --  All  that's  left  of  Allen  Foreman's  childhood  home  in  the 
heart  of  the  former  Klamath  Indian  Reservation  is  a chimney  stack,  listing 
slightly  in  a grove  of  leafless  trees. 

Beyond,  backed  by  the  Ponderosa  pine  forests  of  the  Winema  National 
Forest,  stand  a series  of  small  buttes,  rocky  hills  that  held  spiritual 
significance  for  Foreman's  Modoc  Indian  ancestors. 

Dust  45  years  ago,  this  was  all  part  of  the  Klamath  Reservation,  a 50- 
mile-by-50-mile  chunk  of  Oregon  covered  with  rich  forests,  large  deer 
herds,  two  rivers  and  the  10,000-year  history  of  the  Klamath,  Modoc  and 
Snake  River  Yahooskin  tribes. 

Today,  Foreman,  the  newly  elected  chairman  of  the  once  dispossessed 
Klamath  Tribes,  hopes  to  see  a portion  of  the  former  reservation  --  660, 

000  acres  of  public  land  on  the  Winema  --  returned  to  the  tribes  as  a 
homeland . 

If  the  tribes  can  persuade  the  local  community  and  ultimately  Congress 
to  support  such  a return,  the  Klamath  would  control  the  largest 


reservation  in  Oregon.  Tribal  officials  hope  that  this  would  in  turn  lead 
to  the  resurgence  of  what  was  once  one  of  the  wealthiest  tribes  in  the 
nation . 

"This  is  a real  important  time  in  the  tribes'  history/'  said  Foreman,  52 
who  is  reviving  a dream  the  tribe  has  worked  toward  for  decades.  "To  be 
able  to  complete  this  process  will  have  effects  on  generations  to  come." 

It's  a controversial  idea  that  has  generated  both  excitement  and  fear  in 
the  Klamath  Basin,  where  battles  over  water,  timber,  public  lands  and 
endangered  species  have  intensified  during  the  past  decade. 

The  Winema  --  headwaters  of  the  Sprague  and  Williamson  rivers  and  a 
long-standing  source  of  timber  and  recreation  for  Klamath  County  --  is 
seen  by  irrigators,  environmentalists  and  local  officials  as  a critical 
part  of  the  region's  economic  and  ecological  health. 

In  a series  of  public  meetings  during  the  next  year.  Foreman  hopes  to 
show  the  community  that  the  Klamath  Tribes,  not  the  U.S.  Forest  Service, 
would  be  the  best  manager  of  the  lands.  With  a new  forest  sustainability 
study  in  hand,  he  hopes  to  demonstrate  that  tribal  management  of  the 
former  reservation  will  help  solve  not  only  the  tribes'  economic,  cultural 
and  social  problems,  but  also  provide  creative  solutions  to  the  region's 
environmental  and  economic  problems. 

The  tribes,  for  example,  would  be  open  to  paying  cash-strapped  counties 
a share  of  timber  receipts.  Foreman  said.  With  the  business  tax  breaks 
possible  on  a Native  American  reservation,  the  tribes  could  attract 
industries  to  provide  jobs  throughout  the  community.  They  could  help 
rebuild  the  struggling  former  timber  town  of  Chiloquin,  fund  wildlife 
restoration  projects,  and  possibly  create  water  storage  on  the  reservation 
to  alleviate  summertime  shortages  for  irrigation  downstream. 

"The  Forest  Service  cannot  offer  any  of  the  things  we  can  offer  --  to 
the  irrigators,  the  towns,  the  counties,"  Foreman  said. 

But  the  little-understood  history  of  the  tribes,  combined  with  a 
struggle  over  water  rights  and  endangered  species,  will  make  the  tribes' 
task  difficult. 

Environmental  groups  don't  want  to  lose  their  ability  to  appeal  sales  on 
the  public  forest  if  it  becomes  tribal  trust  land.  Hunters  don't  want  to 
lose  access  to  its  roads.  Private  landowners  living  on  the  former 
reservation  want  to  ensure  their  property  rights  won't  be  affected. 

"It  will  be  a real  tough  sell,"  said  Mike  McKoen,  a Klamath  Falls  area 
farmer  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Klamath  Water  Users,  which  represents 
22  irrigation  districts  and  other  irrigators  throughout  the  Klamath  Basin. 
He  said  many  in  the  general  public  believe  the  tribes  were  fairly 
compensated  for  the  taking  of  the  reservation. 

But  others,  including  McKoen  himself,  say  they  would  support  returning 
part  of  the  Winema  to  the  tribes. 

"I  just  think  it  was  an  injustice  done  to  those  people  a long  time  ago," 
McKoen  said.  "The  federal  government  has  an  obligation  to  make  that  right. 

20  million  acres  ceded 

In  1864,  the  Klamath,  Modoc  and  Yahooskin  Band  of  Paiute  Indians  signed 
a treaty  with  the  U.S.  government,  ceding  more  than  20  million  acres  that 
were  then  opened  for  white  settlement. 

Tribal  chiefs  thought  they  had  retained  a 2.5-million-acre  reservation. 
Over  time,  however,  the  land  was  whittled  away.  The  tribes  retained  880, 
000  acres  of  the  region's  most  valuable  timber. 

By  the  mid-1950s,  the  personal  income  of  Klamath  tribal  members  was  93 
percent  that  of  the  surrounding  community;  timber  receipts  provided  cash 
for  a hospital,  a loan  fund  and  a steady  income  for  individual  members; 
the  tribes  even  paid  for  the  federal  agents  who  worked  on  the  reservation 
just  north  of  Klamath  Falls. 

But  in  1954,  over  the  objections  of  the  Klamath,  Congress  changed  all 
that  by  passing  a termination  act  that  severed  its  ties  with  the  Klamath 
and  led  to  the  condemnation  of  the  880,000-acre  reservation,  the  largest 
in  Oregon,  eventually  converting  most  of  it  into  the  Winema  National 
Forest . 

The  Klamath,  Congress  reasoned,  were  so  successful  they  were  ready  for 
full  assimilation  into  mainstream  society  --  despite  evidence,  such  as  low 


education  levels  and  financial  sophistication,  to  the  contrary,  said  Don 
Wharton,  senior  attorney  for  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  who  is 
representing  the  Klamath. 

"The  irony  of  it,  the  thing  that  doesn't  make  any  sense,  is  where  there 
was  a tribe  that  was  successful  by  the  definition  of  Congress  --  they  had 
timber  and  ranches  --  it  was  the  land-based  economy  making  them  successful 
" Wharton  said.  "And  that's  exactly  what  they  took  away  from  them." 

Despite  common  belief  that  tribal  members  voted  to  sell  their 
reservation,  they  never  had  a chance  to  vote  on  termination.  Instead,  they 
were  given  a choice  of  whether  to  withdraw  from  the  tribe  and  receive  what 
turned  out  to  be  $43,000  apiece  or  remain  in  the  tribe  and  receive  an 
uncertain  income  from  a land  trust.  Seventy  percent,  or  1,600  members, 
voted  to  withdraw  in  1958.  Eighty  people  voted  to  remain,  and  another  300 
refused  to  vote. 

By  the  time  the  trust  was  dissolved  in  the  early  1970s,  the  federal 
government  had  paid  tribal  members  $220  million. 

But  during  that  period,  Wharton  said,  the  government  earned  more  than 
$450  million  in  timber  sales  and  never  compensated  the  tribe  for  water  and 
mineral  rights. 

The  social  results  of  termination  were  devastating,  leading  to  a host  of 
problems,  including  loss  of  identity,  alcoholism,  bankruptcy  and  early 
death . 

In  1986,  the  Klamath  Tribe  was  re-recognized  by  the  federal  government, 
which  set  about  repairing  some  of  the  damage  of  the  past  30  years. 

Despite  the  loss  of  federal  recognition,  the  tribes  fought  in  federal 
court  to  retain  their  hunting,  fishing  and  water  rights  --  eventually 
winning  a landmark  decision  recognizing  that  their  water  rights  "dated 
back  to  time  immemorial." 

That  gives  them  a powerful  position  in  the  battle  over  who  owns  the 
right  to  water  in  the  Klamath  Basin. 

Some  farmers  and  ranchers  hope  that  the  tribes  will  back  off  on  some  of 
their  demands  for  water  to  restore  fish  and  wildlife.  The  idea  of 
restoring  lands  to  the  Klamath  has  been  discussed  for  about  a year  in 
parallel  water  settlement  negotiations. 

Alice  Kilham,  chairwoman  of  the  Klamath  River  Compact  Commission  and 
recently  retired  co-chairwoman  of  the  Hatfield  Upper  Klamath  Working  Group 
said  the  tribes  need  to  come  forward  with  a plan  that  will  show  they  can 
manage  the  lands  better  --  and  that  the  public  will  retain  some  guarantees 
and  safeguards. 

"I  personally  don't  care  so  much  about  who  manages  it,  more  how  they 
manage  it,"  she  said. 

Rich  McIntyre,  owner  of  CrystalWood  Lodge  for  fly  fishers  and  project 
director  for  the  Oregon  Trout  Wood  River  Channel  and  Wetland  Restoration 
Project,  has  worked  with  the  tribes  on  wetlands  restoration  and  other 
projects.  He  said  he  would  support  perhaps  an  incremental  return  of  the 
reservation,  as  the  tribes  demonstrate  their  ability  to  manage. 

"They  would  be  hard-pressed  to  do  a worse  job  than  the  last  30  years," 
he  said. 

Since  termination,  tribal  Chairman  Foreman  says,  the  condition  of  timber 
fish  and  wildlife  have  suffered.  Too  much  timber  has  been  cut,  deer  herds 
have  dwindled,  and  natural  springs  have  been  plugged. 

Foreman  hopes  that  in  two  years  the  tribes  will  have  a management 
strategy  to  submit  to  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  eventually 
Congress,  as  part  of  the  tribes'  self-sufficiency  plan. 

The  forest  strategy,  approved  by  the  tribal  council  this  fall,  lays  out 
three  plans  for  developing  a sustainable  forest  with  100-year  timber 
rotations.  The  tribes  hope  to  manage  the  forest  for  fish,  wildlife  and 
water,  as  well  as  for  timber  revenue.  Foreman  said  tribal  leaders  voted 
for  a cut  level  of  between  4 million  and  10  million  board  feet  a year  -- 
levels  below  what  is  coming  off  the  forest  now. 

Foreman  said  he  hopes  to  get  comment  from  ranchers,  environmentalists, 
hunters,  campers,  state  and  federal  agencies  --  all  the  parties  who  have  a 
stake  in  what  happens  on  the  Winema  --  and  craft  a final  plan  that 
reflects  the  entire  community. 

The  tribes  will  eventually  need  to  persuade  Oregon's  congressional 


delegation . 

Mary  Healy,  press  secretary  for  Sen.  Gordon  Smith,  said  the  senator 
won't  take  a position  until  after  the  complete  plan  is  presented  to  him. 

But  she  said  Republican  senator  supports  the  inclusive,  cooperative 
approach  the  tribe  is  taking. 

You  can  reach  Courtenay  Thompson  at  503-221-8503  or  by  e-mail  at 
courtenaythompson@news .oregonian. com. 
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Action  to  defend  our  rights  and  support  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation 
On  11  and  12  January,  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  are  back  in  the  courts. 
Daishowa  is  trying  to  overturn  the  Ontario  court  decision  that  people  in 
Ontario  have  the  right  to  organise  a boycott  of  Daishowa  products.  At  the 
same  time,  Daishowa  has  entered  into  a contract  with  a forestry  company 
holding  the  logging  rights  to  an  area  which  includes  Lubicon  traditional 
territory . 

What  are  the  consequences  of  this  kind  of  suit  for  our  ability  to  carry 
out  effective  political  work?  Why  is  Daishowa  appealing  a ruling  on  a 
boycott  that  no  longer  exists?  Does  Daishowa  intend  to  respect  its  public 
commitment  not  to  cut  wood  or  buy  wood  cut  on  Lubicon  traditional  territory 
until  a land  rights  settlement  is  in  place? 

Join  Outaouais  Lubicon  Solidarity  and  Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec  in  a 
demonstration  outside  Daishowa' s sales  office  on 
10  January  2000 

in  Ottawa,  gather  at  8:30  am  at  153  Laurier  Ave.  East  for  free 
transportation  to  Ville  St-Laurent  (west  of  Montreal  - bus  will  return  to 
Ottawa  by  3:00  pm) 

to  reserve  a seat,  call  819  777  3058  before  8 January  (leave  name  and 
telephone  number,  please) 

We  are  asking  Daishowa  to  drop  the  appeal  immediately  and  re-affirm  its 
commitment  to  stay  out  of  Lubicon  territory  until  Lubicon  concerns  are  met. 
for  more  information  in  Ottawa-Hull,  contact  Outaouais  Lubicon  Solidarity 
at  819  777  3058 
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A unity  issue  whose  time  will  come  — Despite  all  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  Quebecers  feel  Labrador  should  be  theirs 

The  Toronto  Star 
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Robert  McKenzie 

QUEBEC  CITYWHOEVER  LEAKED  the  news  that  Ottawa  would  move  soon  on  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  add  the  words  "and  Labrador"  to  the 
official  name  of  the  Province  of  Newfoundland  must  have  known  that 
Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  would  be  seriously  embarrassed. 

The  exclusive  story,  from  the  Ottawa  bureau  of  La  Presse, 


appeared  as  the  banner  front-page  headline  in  Sunday's  edition  of  the 
Montreal  newspaper  - just  five  days  before  Bouchard's  scheduled  visit 
yesterday  to  St.  John's  for  a meeting  with  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian 
Tobin . 

Bouchard,  already  struggling  to  find  the  right  response  to  Ottawa's 
plans  for  a federal  law  laying  down  rules  on  Quebec  secession,  was 
clearly  off  balance. 

"What  are  they  trying  to  do  in  Ottawa?"  he  asked.  "Rattle  Quebec? 
Confront  it?  Provoke  it  without  any  reason,  gratuitously?  It's  truly 
astonishing,  unbelievable." 

Within  days  of  the  leak.  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien  said  the  name 
change  - which  the  Newfoundland  legislature  approved  in  April  - was 
not  a federal  priority.  Even  so,  the  issue  hit  a sore  spot.  For  many 
Quebecers,  Labrador  should  belong  to  Quebec. 

Since  taking  over  from  Jacques  Parizeau  as  leader  of  the  Parti 
Quebecois  and  Quebec  premier  in  January,  1996,  Bouchard  has  tried  to 
keep  his  sights  on  Quebec  sovereignty  while  "normalizing"  relations 
with  the  business  and  investment  world  and  projecting  a more 
reassuring  image. 

The  name-change  leak  put  him  between  the  proverbial  rock  and  a hard 
place . 

On  the  one  hand,  he  had  no  desire  to  ruffle  feathers  in  Newfoundland, 
where  he  was  heading  for  a "very  important  negotiating  session"  on  a 
joint  deal  for  a $10  billion  expansion  of  Churchill  Falls  hydroelectric 
development . 

On  the  other  hand,  he  had  little  choice  but  to  reiterate  Quebec's 
official  claim  to  much  of  Labrador  and  its  rejection  of  the  1927 
British  Privy  Council  that  handed  most  of  the  vast,  resource-rich 
territory  to  Newfoundland.  The  situation  had  eerie  echoes  of  the 
dilemma  faced  by  the  late  Union  Nationale  premier  Daniel  Johnson  Sr. 
in  October,  1966,  when  he  was  obliged  to  authorize  the  original 
Churchill  Falls  development  by  Hydro-Quebec  and  British  Newfoundland 
Corp.  (Brinco) . 

Four  months  before,  he  had  won  an  election  in  which  his  party 
promised  to  reclaim  Labrador,  campaigning  on  the  theme  of  "equality 
or  independence"  for  Quebec.  Now  he  found  himself  sandwiched  between 
the  separatist  wing  of  his  party  and  the  Canadian,  American  and 
British  financiers  who  could  scuttle  not  only  the  giant  Labrador 
power  project  but  his  government's  capacity  to  borrow  on  the  bond 
market . 

"I  signed  with  a gun  at  my  head,  with  a knife  at  my  throat,"  Johnson 
said.  His  apparent  anguish  looks  somewhat  ironic  today,  as  the  deal 
turned  into  a cash  cow  for  Quebec,  assuring  it  of  huge  quantities  of 
power  at  rock-bottom  prices  until  2041,  while  Newfoundland,  in  time, 
portrayed  itself  as  the  helpless  cuckold. 

But  Johnson  had  to  assuage  the  fears  of  the  nationalists  in  his  party 
- and  of  others,  such  as  the  future  founder  of  the  PQ,  Rene  Levesque, 
a leading  opposition  Liberal  and  recent  cabinet  minister  - that  he 
was  endangering  Quebec's  historic  claim  to  Labrador. 

To  do  so,  Johnson  set  up  a commission  to  look  into  the  integrity  of 
Quebec's  territory,  including  the  Labrador  issue.  It  was  headed  by 
Henri  Dorion,  a geographer  and  member  of  a celebrated  Quebec  city 
family  of  lawyers,  politicians  and  judges. 

Dorion ' s mammoth,  64-volume  report,  completed  in  1972,  covered  every 
imaginable  aspect  of  Quebec's  territorial  status,  from  the  American 
border  to  the  Arctic,  and  from  Ontario  to  New  Brunswick, 

Newfoundland,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  He 
also  contributed  to  the  1992  Belanger-Campeau  report  on  Quebec 
accession  to  sovereignty,  tracing  the  Labrador  question  back  to  the 
original  Innu  and  Inuit  inhabitants. 

The  territory  changed  hands  several  times  between  the  French  and 
English,  Quebec  and  Newfoudland,  including  two  federal  laws  of  1898 
and  1912  that  extended  Quebec's  borders  northward,  the  1927  Privy 
Council  decision,  Newfoundland's  entry  into  Confederation  in  1949, 
which  confirmed  the  1927  decision,  and  the  1982  Constitution,  refused 


by  Quebec,  which  confirmed  it  again. 

One  by  one,  Dorion  deflated  the  most  cherished  arguments  of  those  who 
claimed  that  Labrador  - apart  from  a thin  strip  of  coastline  one  mile 
deep  and  several  thousand  kilometres  long  - belonged  to  Quebec. 

One  such  argument  was  that,  since  the  1926-27  hearing  before  the 
judicial  committee  of  the  British  Privy  Council  involved  Canada,  then 
a dominion,  and  Newfoundland,  then  a colony,  Quebec  was  not 
represented.  Canada,  in  fact,  undertook  the  case  at  Quebec's  request 
and  Quebec  was  consulted,  the  report  said. 

Another  argument  was  that  members  of  the  British  court  had  a 
financial  interest  in  companies  doing  business  in  Newfoundland  and 
were  in  a conflict  of  interest.  The  commission,  after  searching  for 
proof,  said  the  charges  were  "plausible  but  not  proven." 

It  has  also  been  argued  that  the  British  tribunal  was  in  a conflict 
of  interest  because  one  of  the  parties  involved  was  a British  colony. 

The  commission  pointed  out  that  both  Canada  and  Newfoundland  had 
asked  the  British  Privy  Council  to  be  arbitrator. 

That  Dorion ' s findings  on  Labrador,  extremely  negative  for  Quebec, 
failed  to  kill  the  dream  of  winning  back  the  territory  merely  proves 
the  tug  of  emotion  and  myth  when  land  is  at  stake. 

Dust  how  tenacious  these  beliefs  are  was  illustrated  on  the  RDI 
network  television  program  Maisonneuve  a l'ecoute  this  week,  when  the 
very  first  caller  during  a one-hour  discussion  on  the  subject  named  a 
pulp-and-paper  company  he  alleged  was  linked  to  one  or  more  of  the 
British  magistrates. 

And,  despite  all  the  evidence  to  the  contrary,  the  Parti  Quebecois 
program  for  most  of  the  1970s  and  early  1980s  committed  a sovereign 
Quebec  to  "reaffirm  and  defend  Quebec's  inalienable  rights  over  its 
territory,  notably  Labrador  and  the  islands  off  the  shore  of 
Nouveau-Quebec,  the  continental  shelf,  the  200-mile  coastal  limit..." 

Long  before  Nunavut  was  created  earlier  this  year  out  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Northwest  Territories  - in  a move  some  sovereignists  see 
as  a pre-emptive  strike  to  cut  off  territorial  claims  after 
sovereignty  - the  PQ  had  much  more  ambitious  dreams  to  the  North.  In 
a 1971  interview  with  The  Star,  Dacques-Yvan  Morin,  later  PQ  deputy 
premier,  said  Quebec  would  lay  claim  to  "the  Belcher  Islands,  islands 
in  Hudson  Bay,  Ellsmere,  Baffin  Land  and  a good  part  of  the  Arctic 
islands  which  lie  within  the  northern  extension  of  Quebec's 
boundaries . " 

The  existing  PQ  program  states  much  more  conservatively  that  "Quebec, 
on  the  date  of  its  accession  to  sovereignty,  will  conserve  its 
present  borders  within  the  Canadian  federation.  It  will  exercise  its 
sovereignty  on  its  land,  air  and  maritime  territory,  as  well  as  on 
the  areas  adjacent  to  its  coasts,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of 
international  law." 

But  Bouchard  is  doubtless  aware  that  two  regional  PQ  bodies, 
representing  a total  21  riding  associations,  are  arriving  at  the 
party's  May,  2000,  policy  convention  with  an  amendment  renewing 
Quebec's  claim  to  Labrador. 

"Quebec  will  conserve  its  present  borders  within  the  Canadian 
federation,"  the  proposed  new  wording  reads.  "On  the  date  of  its 
accession  to  sovereignty,  it  will  claim,  by  way  of  negotiation,  the 
territory  of  Labrador." 
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Native  Americans  Display  Language  Gap  When  they  speak  English,  they  still 
communicate  differently,  study  says 
By  Robert  Preidt 


HealthSCOUT  Reporter 

SATURDAY,  Dec.  18  (HealthSCOUT)  --  Even  when  they  speak  English,  Native 
American  children  use  a different  "language." 

And  standard  school-testing  methods  that  fail  to  recognize  that  Native 
American  children  communicate  differently  than  other  children  may  contribute 
to  high  dropout  rates  and  the  prevalence  of  suicide  among  Native  American 
youth,  a new  study  says. 

"It's  just  now  that  our  field  (speech  pathology)  has  really  recognized 
that  there  could  be  a difference  in  the  way  Indian  children  learn  and 
communicate,"  says  Edgarita  Long,  assistant  professor  of  communications 
disorders  at  the  University  of  Arkansas. 

Too  many  Native  American  children  are  misdiagnosed  as  "language  disabled" 
and  led  to  believe  there's  something  wrong  with  them.  They  needlessly  endure 
years  of  speech  therapy  and  special-education  programs,  which  can  derail  the 
course  of  their  lives,  the  study  says. 

Test  results  make  it  clear  that  even  if  Native  American  children  speak 
only  English,  they  use  language  differently.  School  testing  methods  need  to 
be  reevaluated  and  altered  to  more  accurately  account  for  these  cultural 
differences.  Long  urges. 

For  the  past  five  years.  Long  studied  200  non-reservation  Cherokee  children, 
ages  3 through  5,  who  speak  only  English,  and  200  of  their  classmates  in  Head 
Start  programs  in  Tahlequah,  Okla. 

She  used  standard  communications  tests  that  led  every  child  through  four 
tasks,  each  requiring  a slightly  different  use  of  language.  The  tasks 
included  talking  to  a teacher,  holding  a conversation  with  a puppet,  speaking 
on  the  telephone  and  completing  a problem-solving  task. 

She  found  the  Cherokee  children  used  briefer  statements  and  more 
non-verbal  communication  techniques  like  gestures  and  body  language.  While 
both  groups  were  able  to  communicate  their  wants  and  needs,  they  used 
different  methods. 

In  another  test.  Long  found  the  Cherokee  children  scored  extremely  well  on 
their  ability  to  understand  and  interpret  what  other  people  want,  to  follow 
directions  and  to  accomplish  specific  tasks.  But  they  had  low  scores  when  it 
came  to  relating  what  they  know  to  other  people. 

"What  I found  was  the  Indian  children  are  much  better  at  comprehending  the 
language  than  they  are  at  expressing  it,"  Long  says. 

That's  due  to  a different  cultural  approach  to  person-to-person 
communication,  she  contends. 

"They  value  listening  and  taking  in  information  more  so  than  they  do 
talking.  They  won't  talk  until  they've  observed  for  a long  period  of 
time. " 

Normal  parameters  of  language  use  among  Native  Americans  need  to  be 
determined.  Also,  testing  methods  should  be  designed  around  those 
parameters.  That  may  mean  Native  American  children  need  to  take  different 
tests  from  their  classmates,  the  study  says. 

Long  recently  presented  her  findings  to  the  American 
Speech-Language-Hearing  Association  at  its  national  conference  in  San 
Francisco. 

Christine  Begay-Vining,  a senior  speech  language  pathologist  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico,  calls  Long's  research  valuable.  "I  think  the  study 
is  really  significant  in  terms  of  what  we  do  with  (Native  American)  students, 
whether  they're  bilingual  or  just  speak  English.  I think  many  times  we  make 
the  assumption  that  because  they  speak  English  that  standardized  tools  are 
appropriate  for  them,"  she  says. 

Long's  study  also  raises  the  issue  of  testing  methods  for  bilingual  Native 
American  children  as  well  as  for  those  who  speak  only  English. 

"If  it's  not  appropriate  for  the  English-speaking  children,  what  about  the 
bilingual  children?"  asks  Begay-Vining,  who  works  with  bilingual  Navajo 
children . 

She  contends  that  the  study  proves  standardized  tests  aren't  appropriate 
for  Native  American  children,  she  contends. 

What  to  Do:  There  are  a number  of  resource  sites  for  educators  of  Native 
American  children,  including  the  Native  American  Directory. 


SOURCES:  Interviews  with  Edgarita  Long,  Ph.D,  assistant  professor  of 


communications  disorders.  University  of  Arkansas,  Fayetteville;  Christine 
Begay-Vining,  M.S.,  senior  speech  language  pathologist.  University  of  New 
Mexico,  Albuquerque 
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The  Puzzle  of  the  First  Americans 
by  Kenneth  B.  Tankersley 
c.  Discovering  Archaeology 
3an.  2000 

Among  the  most  fascinating  questions  in  American  archaeology  are  the  most 
basic:  Who  were  the  first  people  in  the  Americas?  Where  did  they  come  from, 
and  when  did  they  arrive?  What  was  their  Ice  Age  world  like,  and  how  did 
they  survive  in  it?  New  technologies,  methods,  and  theories  are  converging 
on  these  issues,  along  with  an  important  new  public  policy.  And  still  the 
questions  linger. 

Specialists  today  disagree  on  many  ? perhaps  most  ? of  the  important 
issues  concerning  the  peopling  of  the  New  World.  That  is  as  it  should  be 
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge. 

We  do  not  have  a tight  chronological  framework  for  discussing  and 
analyzing  the  biological  and  cultural  origins  of  Paleoindians . It  is  safe 
to  assume  that  Paleoindians  were  present  in  Beringia  ? the  temporary,  dry- 
land passage  between  Siberia  and  Alaska  ? sometime  before  11,500 
radiocarbon  years  ago  (13,350  calendar  years),  and  that  they  moved 
southward,  hunting  wild  animals  and  gathering  wild  plants. 

But  were  these  the  first  Americans?  Disagreement  swirls  around  who  the 
first  Paleoindians  were,  the  timing  of  their  arrival,  the  number  and 
nature  of  migrations,  how  quickly  and  by  what  strategies  the  people  moved 
across  the  landscape,  and  how  they  are  related  to  contemporary  Native 
Americans.  The  answers  to  many  of  these  questions  hinge  upon  the  exact 
timing  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  people  in  North  America. 

Essentially,  there  are  two  diametrically  opposed  models  for  the  initial 
peopling  of  the  Western  Hemisphere:  an  early  entry,  sometime  before  15,000 
calendar  years  ago,  and  perhaps  before  the  last  glacial  maximum  some  20, 

000  years  ago;  and  a late  entry,  sometime  just  before  the  appearance  of 
Clovis,  the  oldest  unambiguous  cultural  complex  in  the  Americas,  at  about 
13,350  years  ago. 

Unfortunately,  "paradigm  bias"  ? an  overcommitment  to  a favored  model  ? 
has  created  a breakdown  in  communication  among  some  Paleoindian 
specialists.  Paradigm  bias  creates  unrealistic  expectations  of  the 
archaeological  record  by  closing  an  investigator's  mind  to  alternative 
explanations  and  possibilities. 

Some  would  argue  that  history  is  repeating  itself.  During  the  nineteenth 
century,  proponents  of  an  early  entry  presented  ? incorrectly  as  it  turned 
out  ? crude,  flaked-stone  artifacts  called  "paleoliths"  as  evidence  of 
ancient  human  occupation  of  North  America.  They  looked  nothing  like  the 
more  sophisticated  artifacts  found  at  Folsom,  New  Mexico,  which  in  1927 
finally  proved  an  American  antiquity. 

Actually,  the  Folsom  artifacts  were  exactly  what  we  should  have  expected 
to  find  in  Ice  Age  deposits  of  North  America.  Folsom  artifacts  represent 
the  last  gasp  of  the  Upper  Paleolithic  (the  final  phase  of  the  Old  Stone 


Age),  which  had  been  recognized  50  years  earlier  in  the  Old  World.  Even 
the  fluted  points  of  Folsom  were  not  unique.  In  1923,  a fluted  point  was 
recovered  from  an  Upper  Paleolithic  site  in  Dordogne,  France. 

Several  interpretations,  some  of  them  contradictory,  will  fit  the 
current  evidence  on  the  peopling  of  the  Americas.  Consequently,  our 
questions  ? and  our  minds  ? should  remain  open  as  we  seek  more  data;  a 
choice  between  the  early-  and  late-entry  models  should  not  be  made 
arbitrarily . 

But  we  must  also  remember  that  possibility  does  not  equal  certainty. 
Despite  intriguing  possibilities  of  early  human  presence  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  the  evidence  so  far  is  only  suggestive  ? not  conclusive.  While 
we  remain  hopeful,  we  must  remember  that  there  may  never  be  complete 
resolution  between  the  unambiguous  archaeological  record  at  the  end  of  the 
Ice  Age  and  the  equivocal  evidence  from  earlier  times. 

Meanwhile,  our  interpretations  of  Paleoindian  livelihoods  have  changed 
dramatically.  Recent  evidence  shows  that  Paleoindian  hunting  and  mobility 
were  unlike  that  of  any  modern  hunter-gatherers.  Sites  have  been 
discovered  on  landscapes  previously  considered  too  harsh  to  support 
hunter-gatherer  bands.  In  western  North  America,  Paleoindian  sites  have 
been  confirmed  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  of  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  Colorado; 
others  are  found  in  the  Appalachian  Mountains  of  eastern  states. 

The  diversity  of  site  locations  across  the  Americas  reflects  versatile 
hunter-gatherers  capable  of  sustaining  themselves  in  a myriad  of  ways 
under  whatever  circumstances  they  faced. 

As  excavations  proceed  around  the  Americas,  a number  of  archaeologists 
have  tightened  their  ties  to  the  biological  community,  focusing  their 
research  on  skeletal  biology  and  genetics.  Direct  evidence  of  human 
lineages  can  be  obtained  at  the  molecular  level  from  ancient  bone  tissue. 
Molecular  biologists  use  new  technologies  to  extract,  clone,  and  amplify 
even  small  lengths  of  DNA  contained  within  bone  collagen.  Skeletal  remains 
can  thus  provide  an  invaluable  genetic  link  to  the  movements  of  past  human 
populations . 

But  such  studies  can  be  a source  of  pain  for  the  Native  American 
community.  Working  with  tissue  from  the  Paleoindian  dead  raises  an 
important  ethical  question:  Who  owns  the  past?  It's  also  a loaded 
political  question  because  of  potential  racial  bias  and  impacts  on  human 
rights  and  freedom  of  religion. 

For  many  archaeologists  and  most  Indian  people,  the  question  of 
ownership  was  answered  by  the  U.S.  government  in  1990  by  the  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA).  The  law  requires 
federal  agencies  and  institutions  (including  museums  and  universities) 
that  receive  federal  money  to  inventory  and  repatriate  human  remains.  It 
also  protects  Indian  graves  and  makes  it  unlawful  to  sell  the  remains  of 
Native  Americans.  For  some  biological  anthropologists,  NAGPRA  remains  a 
controversial  and  debatable  issue. 

I am  confident  that  interdisciplinary  archaeology  will  provide  a clearer 
picture  of  the  peopling  of  the  Americas.  Many  of  the  goals  of  Paleoindian 
archaeology  have  dramatically  changed  over  the  past  century.  Whether  for 
good  or  ill,  much  of  this  change  is  related  to  advances  in  the  fields  of 
geology  and  biology.  In  fact,  some  archaeologists  have  completely 
retreated  from  theory  and  moved  into  the  domain  of  technical  expertise  and 
instrumentation.  I would  like  to  think,  however,  that  these  new 
technological  developments  provide  more  questions  than  answers.  And  with 
these  questions  in  hand,  we  will  advance  into  the  next  millennium. 

KENNETH  B.  TANKERSLEY,  a geoarchaeologist  and  specialist  in  peopling  of  the 
Americas,  is  Assistant  Professor  in  the  Department  of  Anthropology  at  Kent 
State  University. 
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The  Story  in  the  Genes:  Genetic  Research  Finds  More, 

Older  Options  for  First  Americans 
by  Theodore  G.  Schurr 
c.  Discovering  Archaeology 
3an.  2000 

Recent  genetic  studies  are  painting  surprising,  if  tentative,  new 
pictures  of  the  peopling  of  the  Americas  ? complex  images  with  multiple 
waves  of  colonists  from  a number  of  homelands,  the  first  of  them  arriving 
in  the  New  World  much  earlier  than  generally  believed. 

Molecular  genetic  research  in  the  past  five  years  suggests  the  first 
Americans  arrived  well  before  the  Clovis  culture,  the  traditional 
benchmark  for  human  occupation  of  the  New  World  at  about  11,500 
radiocarbon  years  ago  (13,350  cal  BP).  And  the  data  imply  that  several 
geographic  expansions  of  ancient  peoples  contributed  to  the  genetic 
diversity  now  seen  in  aboriginal  Siberian  and  Native  American  populations. 

Several  genetic  studies  have  suggested  that  a single  migration  from 
southeastern  Siberia  and  Mongolia  populated  the  New  World.  Flowever, 
research  by  my  colleagues  and  I suggest  multiple  migrations  to  the 
Americas,  as  well  as  additional  and/or  alternative  source  areas  for 
ancestral  Paleoindians,  including  the  lower  Amur  River  between  Russia  and 
China . 

But  whether  a single  colonizing  event  or  just  the  first  of  several 
population  expansions,  the  initial  migration  into  the  New  World  seems  to 
have  occurred  at  least  20,000  years  ago,  and  perhaps  as  long  ago  as  40,000 
years.  Later,  well  after  the  last  glacial  maximum  at  about  18,000  years 
ago,  other  groups  moved  into  northern  North  America.  These  people  probably 
had  been  inhabiting  the  Bering  land  bridge,  the  then-dry  region  between 
Alaska  and  Siberia  that  is  called  Beringia. 

Furthermore,  while  most  of  the  genetic  lineages  present  in  modern  Native 
Americans  have  their  antecedents  in  East  Asia  and  Siberia,  recent  work  has 
shown  that  one  lineage  appears  to  have  its  roots  in  Eurasia,  leading  to 
speculation  about  how  it  was  brought  to  the  Americas. 

The  two  primary  genetic  systems  that  have  been  used  in  these 
groundbreaking  studies  are  the  mitochondrial  DNA  (mtDNA),  short  pieces  of 
genetic  material  found  outside  a cell's  nucleus  (where  the  genetic 
chromosomes  are  located),  and  the  Y chromosome,  which  is  present  only  in 
males . 

These  genetic  systems  have  a number  of  properties  that  make  them 
invaluable  tools  for  molecular-anthropological  studies.  First,  each  is 
inherited  only  from  one  parent:  The  mtDNA  is  passed  from  mother  to 
daughter,  and  the  Y chromosome  from  father  to  son.  These  inheritance 
patterns  mean  their  analyses  are  essentially  the  study  of  female  and  male 
genetic  histories  within  human  populations. 

Second,  these  genetic  systems  generally  accumulate  mutations  in  a more 
or  less  linear  fashion  through  time,  which  means  permanent  and  detectable 
genetic  changes  occur  at  a roughly  predictable  rate.  This  allows 
researchers  to  trace  the  evolution  and  divergence  of  female  and  male 
genetic  lineages  in  human  groups. 

Third,  many  of  the  mutations  detected  in  mtDNAs  and  Y chromosomes 
correlate  with  the  geographic  region  in  which  they  first  occurred.  This 
makes  it  possible  to  reconstruct  ancient  migration  patterns  based  on  the 
distribution  of  these  mutations,  or  genetic  markers,  in  different 
populations . 

Finally,  these  genetic  systems  are  very  sensitive  to  such  random 
processes  as  genetic  drift  ? the  changes  in  gene  frequencies  that  occur  in 
a population  over  generations.  These  changes  can  result  from  geographic 
isolation,  migration,  or  population  splits,  in  which  some  of  the  people 


leave  to  found  a new  group.  Hints  of  such  past  events  are  often  recorded 
in  a population's  mtDNA  and  Y chromosome  sequences. 

The  mtDNAs  of  Native  American  populations  separate  primarily  into  four 
haplogroups,  or  lineages,  designated  A,  B,  C,  and  D.  Each  is  defined  by  a 
specific  set  of  genetic  markers,  so  their  identification  is  relatively 
straightforward . Statistical  analyses  indicate  that  haplogroups  A,  C,  and 
D originated  about  35,000  to  25,000  years  ago  in  both  Siberia  and  America. 
By  one  measure,  haplogroup  B appeared  to  be  much  younger  in  America  (about 
15,000  years  ago),  but  other  work  suggests  that  it  was  present  in  East 
Asia  by  at  least  30,000  to  24,000  years  ago  and  may  have  entered  the  New 
World  during  this  period.  Thus,  the  molecular  data  suggest  that  the  four 
primary  haplogroups  in  Native  Americans  were  brought  to  the  New  World 
before  the  last  glacial  maximum. 

Most  recently,  a fifth  founding  haplogroup,  genetically  linked  to  the 
rare  European  haplogroup  X,  has  been  identified  among  Native  Americans. 
While  present  in  Native  Americans,  haplogroup  X has  not  been  detected  in 
any  East  Asian  or  Siberian  population  ? the  putative  source  populations 
for  ancestral  Native  Americans  ? in  whom  haplogroups  A,  C and  D commonly 
occur.  It  has,  however,  been  observed  at  low  frequencies  in  a number  of 
European,  Middle  Eastern,  and  West  Asian  groups,  suggesting  it  arose 
somewhere  in  this  general  region. 

In  addition,  haplogroup  X is  found  primarily  in  North  America,  whereas 
the  other  four  haplogroups  are  found  throughout  the  Americas,  albeit  at 
various  frequencies.  Furthermore,  haplogroup  X appears  to  be  a relatively 
ancient  arrival,  at  30,000  to  15,000  years  ago,  in  the  New  World. 

Collectively,  the  evidence  suggests  that  haplogroup  X originated  in  a 
region  outside  of  eastern  Siberia  and  was  somehow  brought  to  the  Americas, 
where  it  became  part  of  the  genetic  makeup  of  Paleoindian  populations.  And 
it  argues  against  a single  migration  from  southeastern  Siberia  bearing 
these  mtDNA  lineages  to  the  New  World;  the  data  suggest  instead  that  the 
haplogroups  present  in  today's  Native  Americans  arrived  with  several  human 
migrations  that  originated  in  different  areas. 

The  mtDNA  data  also  revealed  strong  evidence  for  a post-ice  Age  re- 
expansion of  ancient  Beringian  populations  into  northern  North  America. 

One  mutation  within  haplogroup  A (16111T)  marks  the  emergence  of  these 
ancestral  Beringian  populations  that  gave  rise  to  Native  American  groups. 
After  the  initial  occupation  of  the  New  World,  however,  these  populations 
in  Beringia  became  isolated  from  the  Paleoindian  groups  in  the  south, 
perhaps  by  expanding  glaciers.  This  isolation  lasted  long  enough  for  the 
Beringians  to  diverge  genetically,  including  the  appearance  of  a distinct 
haplogroup  A mutation  (16192T) . 

This  genetic  marker  is  found  only  among  the  Koryaks,  Chukchi,  and 
Eskimos  in  Siberia  and  the  northwestern  tip  of  North  America,  and  the  Na- 
Dene  Indians,  including  the  Navajo  in  the  American  Southwest.  Research 
into  both  mtDNA  and  Y chromosome  markers  is  greatly  enriching  the  story  of 
the  first  Americans.  Additional  work  on  these  and  other  genetic  systems 
will  likely  further  refine  the  story,  perhaps  revealing  new  and  exciting 
details  about  the  peopling  of  the  New  World. 

THEODORE  G.  SCHURR  is  at  the  Department  of  Genetics  at  the  Southwest 
Foundation  for  Biomedical  Research  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
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Mark  Trahant  / Times  Staff  Columnist 

Coins  grandmother  had  saved  now  add  up  to  a treasure 

[Mark  Trahant  / Times  Staff  Columnist]!  was  recently  handed  a treasure.  An 


envelope  full  of  coins.  A grand  sum  of  $6.20. 

When  I was  small  - I don't  exactly  remember  when  - a relative  came  to 
visit  at  my  grandmother ' s home  in  Idaho.  She  had  just  come  from  Nevada, 
where  she  had  been  gambling,  and  casually  handed  my  sister  and  me  spare 
change.  There  were  some  nickels,  but  mostly  it  was  half-dollars  - a few 
Ben  Franklin  editions  and  the  rest  the  new  DFK  coins.  To  a kid,  this  was 
instant  wealth,  the  kind  of  thing  you  could  rush  out  to  splurge  on  candy 
or  gum. 

My  grandmother  let  us  admire  the  coins  for  a bit,  then  swooped  in  with 
characteristic  common  sense.  You  know,  she  said,  you  two  will  blow  this 
money.  Let  me  save  it  for  you  until  you're  older.  One  day  these  coins 
might  be  worth  something. 

My  grandmother  died  two  weeks  ago.  She  was  89.  After  her  funeral,  I 
asked  relatives  if  they  knew  of  any  coins  that  had  been  stored  somewhere, 
saved  for  us. 

Yes,  they  said.  Grandmother  had  left  an  envelope  with  our  names  on  it. 
The  coins  were  inside. 

But  the  real  fortune  wasn't  the  financial  value  of  the  coins.  I looked 
up  the  price  of  a Ben  Franklin  fifty-cent  piece  and  found  it  worth  $3.50. 
The  treasure  my  grandmother  left  us  was  a stack  of  stories. 

Each  coin  is  a reminder  of  something  that  happened,  an  event  or  family 
adventure.  She  saved  these  for  later,  and  gave  them  back  now  that  we're 
ready  to  understand  their  value. 

I pick  up  the  coins  now  and  shuffle  them  from  thumb  to  thumb.  I hear 
shiing-shiing,  shiing-shiing,  a sound  like  a fancy  dancer  makes  at  a 
powwow.  I hear  stories. 

Irene  Clark  Trahant  was  born  in  1911  on  Montana's  Fort  Peck  Indian 
Reservation.  Fler  father,  Walter  Clark,  was  an  Assiniboine  tribal  leader 
responsible  for  making  the  government  live  up  to  its  treaty  obligations.  I 
remember  her  showing  me  a picture  of  him  at  work:  Fie  was  dressed  in  a 
dapper  three-piece  suit,  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  where 
he  had  gone  to  lobby  on  behalf  of  his  people.  The  year  was  1909. 

A few  years  ago,  I took  my  grandmother  to  Washington,  D.C.  - and  to  the 
White  House  Treaty  Room  where  her  father  had  once  signed  documents.  It  was 
on  that  trip  that  I remember  talking  about  some  of  the  things  her  father 
had  taught  her  about  leadership.  She  told  me  people  would  visit  her  house 
and  bring  their  problems,  day  or  night.  Her  parents  would  feed  them, 
listen  and  try  to  help. 

Another  coin  slides  to  my  palm  and  I hear  another  sound,  the  train 
taking  my  grandmother  from  Montana  to  Haskell  Indian  School  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.  She  recalled  childhood  as  a time  of  hard  work  - always  cooking  or 
cleaning  - and  school  was  for  her  a relief,  almost  a lark. 

One  of  her  favorite  stories  was  about  the  mailed  packages  from  home.  She 
and  her  sister  would  get  a box  of  fresh  jam,  dried  meat  and  sometimes  a 
few  dollars.  My  grandmother  usually  blew  the  loot  soon  after  it  arrived. 
She'd  treat  friends  to  dinner  out,  and  snack  with  relish  until  the  treats 
were  gone. 

Her  sister,  on  the  other  hand,  would  dole  out  the  contents  slowly.  She 
would  take  a small  bite,  then  wrap  the  rest  for  later,  saving  each  treat 
for  as  long  as  possible.  Before  the  next  package  would  arrive,  my 
grandmother  would  have  to  ask  her  sister  to  share  her  goodies  or  lend  her 
a bit  of  cash. 

I loved  hearing  my  grandmother  tell  this  story  because  it  was  so  unlike 
the  person  I knew.  I only  knew  her  frugal  side. 

She  would  never  finish  a restaurant  meal,  but  carefully  wrap  the  extra 
in  a napkin  for  later.  She  would  pack  away  the  crackers  and  bread  in  her 
purse,  joking,  "I  have  a lot  of  grandchildren . " 

When  my  grandparents  were  married,  during  the  Depression,  they  could  not 
afford  a home  of  their  own.  "Few  of  the  men  held  jobs  - they  just  weren't 
being  offered  to  them,"  my  grandmother  said.  She  had  an  offer  to  work  in 
Oklahoma  but  was  worried  that  my  grandfather  wouldn't  be  able  to  find  work 
there.  So  they  stayed  with  his  family  in  southern  Idaho. 

My  grandfather  finally  found  a job  with  the  Census  Bureau.  "It  paid  $1  a 
day,"  my  grandmother  told  me.  "We  found  an  old  railroad  box  car  and  moved 
there.  We  lived  on  beans  and  potatoes  for  months  and  months  . . . but  at 


least  we  had  our  own  home  and  that  was  better  than  living  with  his  mother." 

She  lived  in  Fort  Hall  most  of  her  life.  My  grandfather  found  her  the 
house  she  had  always  wanted.  Even  after  his  death  13  years  ago,  she  stayed 
in  the  same  place.  I will  always  remember  her,  a small-framed  woman, 
sitting  in  an  easy  chair  where  she  could  be  seen  through  a window;  she  was 
at  the  center  of  her  home  and  her  family. 

The  sliding  sound  of  the  coins,  an  accordion  of  silver,  now  makes  me 
smile.  Even  though  this  is  a sad  time,  I am  fortunate.  My  memories  of  my 
grandmother  are  vivid  and  my  two  young  sons  got  a chance  to  know  her  and 
hear  her  stories. 

This  holiday  season,  perhaps  on  New  Year's  Day,  I will  pass  my  stack  of 
coins  on  to  my  sons. 

I'll  tell  them  some  stories,  let  them  admire  the  silver.  Then  I will 
swoop  in  with  common  sense:  "Let  me  save  these  for  you,"  I will  say.  "They 
might  be  worth  something  someday." 

Mark  Trahant's  phone  message  number  is  206-464-8517. 
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A solstice  reflection: 

This  year  the  winter  solstice  holds  special  significance  for  us  all: 

"This  year  will  be  the  first  full  moon  to  occur  on  the  winter  solstice,  Dec. 
22,  commonly  called  the  first  day  of  winter.  Since  a full  moon  on  the  winter 
solstice  occurs  in  conjunction  with  a lunar  perigee  (point  in  the  moon's 
orbit  that  is  closest  to  Earth),  the  moon  will  appear  about  14%  larger  than 
it  does  at  apogee  (the  point  in  its  elliptical  orbit  that  is  farthest  from 
the  Earth).  Since  the  Earth  is  also  several  million  miles  closer  to  the  sun 
at  this  time  of  the  year  than  in  the  summer,  sunlight  striking  the  moon  is 
about  7%  stronger  making  it  brighter.  Also,  this  will  be  the  closest  perigee 
of  the  Moon  of  the  year  since  the  moon's  orbit  is  constantly  deforming.  If 
the  weather  is  clear  and  there  is  a snow  cover  where  you  live,  it  is 
believed  that  even  car  headlights  will  be  superfluous.  On  December  21, 

1866,  the  Lakota  Sioux  took  advantage  of  this  combination  of  occurrences  and 
staged  a devastating  retaliatory  ambush  on  soldiers  in  the  Wyoming 
Territory.  In  laymen's  terms,  it  will  be  a super  bright  full  moon,  much 
more  than  the  usual  AND  it  hasn't  happened  this  way  for  133  years!  Our 
ancestors  133  years  ago  saw  this.  Our  descendants  100  or  so  years  from  now 
will  see  this  again."  (email  language  from  somewhere  in  cyberspace). 

This  winter  solstice  also  holds  significance  for  the  descendants  of  the 
Lakota  who  were  involved  in  the  battle  of  the  "Winter  of  the  Hundred  Slain." 

Black  Elk,  an  Oglala  Lakota  holy  man,  writes  of  this  encounter  in  "Black 
Elk  Speaks" : 

"I  CAN  REMEMBER  THAT  WINTER  OF  THE  HUNDRED  SLAIN  (1866)  As  a man  may 
remember  some  bad  dream  he  dreamed  when  he  was  little,  but  I can  not  tell 
just  how  much  I heard  when  I was  bigger  and  how  much  I understood  when  I was 
little. 

It  is  like  some  fearful  thing  in  a fog,  for  it  was  a time  when  everything 
seemed  troubled  and  afraid.  I had  never  seen  a Wasichu  [white  man]  then,  and 
did  not  know  what  one  looked  like;  but  everyone  was  saying  that  the  Wasichus 
were  coming  and  that  they  were  going  to  take  our  country  and  rub  us  all  out 
and  that  we  should  all  have  to  die  fighting. 

Once  we  were  happy  in  our  own  country  and  we  were  seldom  hungry,  for  then 
the  two-leggeds  and  the  four-leggeds  lived  together  like  relatives,  and 
there  was  plenty  for  them  and  for  us. 

But  the  Wasichus  came,  and  they  have  made  little  islands  for  us  and  other 
little  islands  for  the  four  leggeds,  and  always  these  islands  are  becoming 
smaller,  for  around  them  surges  the  gnawing  flood  of  the  Wasichu;  and  it  is 
dirty  with  lies  and  greed. 


I was  ten  years  old  that  winter,  and  that  was  the  first  time  I ever  saw  a 
Wasichu . 

At  first  I thought  they  all  looked  sick,  and  I was  afraid  they  might  just 
begin  to  fight  us  any  time,  but  I got  used  to  them. 

I can  remember  when  the  bison  were  so  many  that  they  could  not  be  counted, 
but  more  and  more  Wasichus  came  to  kill  them  until  there  were  only  heaps  of 
bones  scattered  where  they  used  to  be. 

The  Wasichus  did  not  kill  them  to  eat;  they  killed  them  for  the  metal  that 
makes  them  crazy,  and  they  took  only  the  hides  to  sell. 

Sometimes  they  did  not  even  take  the  hides,  only  the  tongues;  and  I have 
heard  that  fire  boats  came  down  the  Missouri  River  loaded  with  dried  bison 
tongues . 

You  can  see  that  the  men  who  did  this  were  crazy.  Sometimes  they  did  not 
even  take  the  tongues;  they  just  killed  and  killed  because  they  liked  to  do 
that . " 

Black  Elk  was  just  a youth  when  he  had  this  encounter,  and  it  was  one 
which  made  a lifelong  impression  on  him.  His  contact  with  wasicus  was  one 
which  engendered  hardship,  grief  and  suffering.  Yet  at  the  end  of  his  life, 
he  was  able  to  make  this  eloquent,  beautiful  observation  which  I would  like 
to  share  with  you  for  this  solstice: 

"The  first  peace,  which  is  the  most  important,  is  that  which  comes  within 
the  souls  of  people  when  they  realize  their  relationship,  their  oneness  with 
the  universe  and  all  its  powers,  and  when  they  realize  that  at  the  center  of 
the  universe  dwells  the  Great  Spirit,  and  that  this  center  is  really 
everywhere,  it  is  within  each  of  us."  Black  Elk,  Oglala  Lakota,  1947. 

If  you  are  able,  I would  you  to  share  for  this  historic  solstice  with  the 
many  Lakota,  Dakota  and  other  native  children  who  are  experiencing  hardship 
today.  I believe  that  two,  or  maybe  three,  of  the  five  poorest  counties  in 
this  country  are  on  reservations  in  South  Dakota,  and  those  who  suffer  the 
greatest  are  the  children.  The  myth  of  rich,  casino  Indians  is  a fallacy, 
for  there  are  many,  many  native  people  and  many  children  among  them,  who 
have  been  left  totally  destitute  and  forgotten  in  this,  the  richest  country 
in  the  world. 

Patricia  Trudell  Gordon,  (Dakota  Santee),  has  run  'Indian  Youth  of 
America1  based  out  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  for  24  years.  It  is  a labor  of 
love  and  commitment,  and  she  has  provided,  on  a shoestring,  culturally  based 
camps  and  programs  to  instill  pride  and  confidence  in  over  10,000  Indian 
children . 

Her  camps,  some  based  in  Black  Elk's  beloved  Black  Hills,  others  in  Oregon 
and  Arizona,  have  been  held  every  year  for  24  years.  Her  program  gives 
special  meaning  to  their  slogan,  "They  are  young  once,  but  Indian  forever." 
Children  of  the  first  campers  are  now  attending  camp,  and  the  parents  often 
express  to  Pat  their  gratitude  for  the  positive,  self-affirming,  life 
changing  experiences  they  had  while  at  camp.  They  desire  to  have  their  own 
children  experience  the  love  and  caring  Pat  and  her  staff  extend  to  all  the 
kids . 

Pat  has  realized  a dream  this  year  and  has  purchased  a building  for  her 
program  in  Sioux  City.  The  Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Sioux  Tribe  of  Minnesota 
has  generously  given  her  a grant  to  help  with  the  down  payment.  However, 
she  would  like  to  retire  the  balance  of  the  loan  on  this  building  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  I would  like  to  encourage  you  to  help  her  do  so.  Tax 
deductible  contributions  of  any  amount  can  be  sent  to:  Indian  Youth  of 
America,  PO  Box  2786,  Sioux  City,  IA,  51106,  712/252-3230.  In-kind  services 
and  contributions  are  also  welcome.  You  may  contact  her  office  for  details. 

Please  share  this  email  with  any  of  your  friends  who  might  be  interested. 
Make  this  winter  solstice  more  meaningful  by  helping  to  mend  the  sacred  hoop 
and  by  sharing  your  bounty  with  the  American  Indian  children  of  today. 
(Please  also  mention  how  you  found  out  about  her  program  so  we  can  determine 
if  this  is  an  effective  outreach  approach).  Thank  you  all,  and  have  a 
wonderful  solstice  season. 

Peace,  laneen  Antoine 

"RE : Mendota"  


Date:  Wed,  15  Dec  1999  04:48:28  GMT 


From:  Oliver  Loveday  <oliver@nxs . net> 
Sub j : Mendota  update 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

From  Karen  via  Diane  Kerr 


Dear  Friends, 

As  many  of  you  already  know  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks  were  cut  down  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  At  midnight  Friday  we  started  to  receive  phone  calls 
from  anonymous  sources  that  they  were  coming  for  the  trees  on  Saturday 
morning.  Leo  and  I went  to  the  encampment  about  4:00  am  and  were  told 
that  state  troopers  had  started  to  assemble  at  the  MNDOT  property  across 
Highway  62,  which  is  a short  distance  from  the  four  sacred  trees.  Many 
people  had  started  to  already  assemble  at  the  encampment.  We  started  a 
large  scrap  pile  of  wood  for  a bonfire  to  keep  people  warm,  as  it  was  very 
cold  being  outside  for  hours  waiting.  The  last  raid  the  police  burned 
bonfires  from  our  signs  and  the  wood  that  was  there,  we  figured  why  leave 
the  wood  for  the  police  to  warm  themselves.  Dust  before  7:00  am  we 
gathered  at  the  trees  and  started  a ceremony.  At  7:10am  we  could  see  the 
squads  come  flying  down  the  Bureau  of  Mines  road  toward  the  encampment. 

We  were  then  surrounded  by  state  troopers  and  they  waited  until  the 
ceremonies  were  done.  At  that  time  they  informed  us  that  anyone  who  would 
not  leave  then,  would  be  arrested.  The  Native  American  people  did  as  we 
had  been  instructed,  we  left  the  encampment  and  stood  in  vigil  all  day, 
waiting.  Many  of  our  supporters  chose  to  stay  and  they  were  arrested.  No 
chemicals  or  pain  compliance  was  used  on  these  people.  Although  we  never 
touched  the  lodges  or  inipi  or  trees  or  the  pipe  that  had  been  placed  in 
the  middle  of  the  trees,  we  instructed  the  police  how  to  handle  these 
things  in  a respectful  way  and  they  did  as  we  asked.  The  removal  of  the 
encampment  and  the  trees  are  on  all  of  them  now  and  they  will  have  to  pay 
the  consequences  for  what  they  have  done. 

Many  of  the  young  supporters  had  scrambled  into  trees  that  lay  in  the 
path  of  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks,  all  day  they  stayed  in  the  trees,  while  the 
whole  area  was  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  police  and  squads.  Tree  limbs 
were  cut  from  around  them  and  still  they  continued  to  hang  on  for  as  long 
as  they  could.  Many  of  these  young  people  have  been  arrested  and 
brutalized  throughout  this  whole  occupation  time  and  time  again.  Many  of 
these  young  people  are  minors,  their  courage  and  continued  belief  in  this 
cause,  has  humbled  so  many  of  us.  They  are  the  future  and  the  future  will 
be  brighter  because  of  their  heart  and  willingness  to  fight  against  all 
odds . 

Bob,  Dim,  Bear,  Representative  Karen  Clark,  and  other  Native  Americans 
were  at  the  site  and  participated  in  ceremony  before  the  trees  were  cut  in 
the  afternoon.  Leo  and  I stood  in  vigil  with  others  behind  police  tapes, 
and  witnessed.  All  day  long  I avoided  the  press  and  other  officials,  my 
heart  was  too  heavy.  When  the  first  tree  was  cut  it  seemed  to  just  fold 

within  itself  as  it  touched  the  ground.  That  was  the  hardest  point  of  the 

day  for  me.  So  many  people  stood  and  cried  in  their  grief.  I held  many 
people  and  was  comforted  by  many  people.  We  had  done  all  that  we  could  to 
save  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks.  All  of  last  week  we  made  phone  calls  to 
officials,  did  research,  tried  in  every  way  we  could,  even  until  the  last 
minute  Representative  Karen  Clark  was  trying  to  get  a restraining  order. 

As  it  grew  dark,  the  last  of  the  young  people  in  the  trees  were  taken  down 
and  arrested.  33  people  went  to  jail,  the  last  of  them  were  released  this 
morning.  There  are  still  many  people  who  are  facing  court  cases  in  the 
next  few  months  and  we  must  continue  to  pray  and  support  them. 

Sunday  we  gathered  at  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks  for  ceremony  and  to  start  to 

cut  the  wood.  We  started  in  the  morning  and  ended  when  it  got  dark.  The 
wood  will  be  used  in  inipi 's  and  for  the  Sundance  in  Pipestone.  It  is  the 
last  thing  we  can  do  to  honor  these  grandfathers  who  stood  as  a beacon  and 
brought  people  from  all  over  the  world  and  all  races  to  this  Sacred  place 
to  pray  for  understanding  and  acceptance  of  our  people  and  spirituality. 

We  are  not  finished,  we  still  have  the  Sacred  Spring  to  protect  from 
their  destruction,  the  road  is  not  yet  built.  You  can  walk  through  this 


area  and  stand  and  see  the  land  laid  bare  and  ripped  apart  for  the  path  of 
this  road.  The  destruction  starts  at  Minnehaha  Park  and  continues  through 
the  area  that  the  Elders  spoke  about  in  the  affidavits  and  hearings. 

Across  the  world  people  have  been  there  with  their  support  and  prayers,  we 
are  truly  blessed  as  a people.  From  the  Falls  to  the  Spring  it  is  Sacred 
to  us.  We  will  never  forget.  Pidamiya,  Love  Linda 


for  links  to  more  information,  visit  Tom  Taylor's  site: 
http : //members . aol . com/noreroute/Highway_55_occupation . html 

"RE : Reservation  Cops  Often  Go  It  Alone"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Dec  1999  07:56:36  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-14-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Reservation  Cops  Often  Go  It  Alone 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
12-13-99 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - There  was  no  backup  for  White  Mountain  Apache  tribal 
officer  Tenny  Gatewood,  who  was  killed  when  he  stopped  a father-and-son 
pair  of  burglary  suspects  on  a snowy  forest  road  last  week. 

Gatewood,  38,  was  the  only  police  officer  on  duty  on  the  vast  Fort  Apache 
Indian  Reservation,  a 1.6  million  acre  area  of  pine-topped  mountains  and 
rugged  canyons  larger  than  Delaware,  when  he  confronted  Frank  Banashley  Sr. 
and  his  son  on  Thursday. 

An  FBI  affidavit  filed  in  federal  court  alleges  that  Banashley  wrestled 
the  officer's  gun  out  of  his  grip,  then  shot  the  policeman  in  the  head.  The 
affidavit  cited  statements  that  father  and  son  allegedly  made  to  police. 

A handcuff  was  still  locked  around  one  of  Banashley' s wrists  when  he  was 
arrested  the  next  day,  authorities  said. 

For  Indian  police,  Gatewood's  killing  is  yet  another  nightmare  come  true. 
One-person  shifts  and  lonely  patrols  hours  away  from  backup  are  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception  on  America's  Indian  reservations,  said  Ted 
Quasula,  head  of  law  enforcement  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Seventeen  reservation  officers  have  been  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  during 
the  past  decade,  said  Quasula,  a member  of  Arizona's  Hualapai  tribe. 

Gatewood's  killing  was  eerily  similar  to  the  1996  beating  and  strangulation 
of  Navajo  officer  Hoskie  Gene,  who  also  died  trying  to  single-handedly 
arrest  burglary  suspects  in  a remote  area,  he  said. 

"It's  happened  more  than  once  where  an  officer  is  working  alone,  and  he's 
overpowered,  and  he  loses  his  life,"  said  Quasula. 

A $20  million  increase  in  the  BIA  budget  for  law  enforcement  this  year  will 
not  solve  the  problem,  Quasula  said.  Interior  Department  studies  have  shown 
that  4,300  officers  are  needed  to  provide  basic  police  services  to  Indian 
reservations,  he  said.  The  force  now  numbers  about  2,300. 

Studies  estimate  that  policing  Indian  Country  well  would  cost  $500  million 
a year  or  more,  while  Quasula' s budget  this  year  is  $137  million. 

"It's  always  been  problematic  to  get  the  Appropriations  Committee  and 
Congress  to  focus  on  increasing  the  resources,"  Till  Peters,  who  works  on 
Indian  issues  for  Sen.  3ohn  McCain,  R-Ariz.,  said  Monday. 

"They  will  increase  funding  by  $10  million  or  $50  million  for  law 
enforcement,  but  when  you  spread  that  out  among  the  tribes,  it  doesn't 
amount  to  a whole  lot,"  she  said. 

— "RE:  Pair  Indicted  in  Officer's  Death"  


Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  03:58:37  -0700  (MST) 
From:  chris@flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA.edu 
Sub j : Pair  indicted  in  officer's  death  (fwd) 


- Forwarded  message  

Date:  Dec.  16,  1999 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/12161aw.shtml 

By  The  Arizona  Republic 
Dec.  16,  1999 

Pair  indicted  in  officer's  death 

A father  and  son  have  been  indicted  in  the  murder  of  a White  Mountain 
Apache  police  officer  who  was  shot  to  death  with  his  own  gun  while 
investigating  a beer  theft  last  week. 

Frank  Monte  Banashley  Sr.,  38,  and  Frank  Monte  Banashley  Dr.,  18,  both 
of  Whiteriver,  are  charged  with  murder,  burglary  and  use  of  a firearm 
during  a crime  of  violence  that  resulted  in  death. 

The  federal  indictment  alleges  that  the  Banashleys  burglarized  the 
Flawley  Lake  Resort  store  last  Thursday  and  that  Officer  Tenny  Gatewood  Dr. 
38,  of  Flon  Doh,  stopped  them  on  a back  road  while  investigating  the 
burglary.  Gatewood  struggled  with  the  two  men  and  was  shot  in  the  head, 
police  said.  Authorities  believe  Frank  Sr.  fired  the  shot. 

Compiled  from  reports  by  Republic  staff  and  the  Associated  Press. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE : Slain  Apache  Police  Officer  Laid  to  Rest"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Dec  1999  02:44:22  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA. edu 

Sub j : Slain  Apache  police  officer  laid  to  rest  on  reservation  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Dec.  18,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ 12181aw. shtml 

By  The  Arizona  Republic 
Dec.  18,  1999 

Slain  Apache  police  officer  laid  to  rest  on  reservation 

WFIITERIVER  - The  first  White  Mountain  Apache  police  officer  killed  in 
the  line  of  duty  was  laid  to  rest  Friday  after  a 10-mile  funeral 
procession . 

Tenny  Gatewood  Dr.,  38,  was  slain  Dec.  9 while  patrolling  in  a remote, 
wooded  area  of  the  eastern  Arizona  reservation.  Federal  authorities  say 
Gatewood  was  shot  in  the  head  with  his  own  handgun  while  struggling  with 
two  burglary  suspects. 

Frank  Monte  Banashley  Dr.,  18,  and  his  father,  Frank  Sr.,  38,  have  been 
charged  with  his  murder. 

"The  people  that  did  this  didn't  only  hurt  his  family  and  their  family. 
They  hurt  everybody  here,"  said  Annie  Benally,  a friend  of  Gatewood. 

Officers  from  the  FBI  and  law  enforcement  agencies  across  the  state 
attended  the  funeral. 

Gatewood,  who  had  been  with  the  department  nine  years,  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  four  children. 

From  staff  and  Associated  Press  reports. 

Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

"RE;  New  Danuary  Rally  Date"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  21:37:42  EST 
From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
Sub j : Please  post 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

HALT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ABUSES 

SATURDAY,  DANUARY  15,  1999 


manchester,  new  hampshine 


Due  to  the  merging  of  two  presidential  candidate  forums,  the  date  for 
the  lanuary  rally  supporting  Leonard  Peltier  and  Big  Mountain  has  changed 
....(please  disregard  the  previous  call  for  your  presence  on  lanuary 
8th  and  9th.)  The  new  date  for  a gathering  of  the  nation  of  consciousness 
is  1ANUARY  15th. 

lanuary  15th,  1999 
beginning  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  Center  of  New  Hampshire  (next  to  the  holiday  inn) 

Elm  Street 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 

We  request  your  presence  on  lanuary  15th  to  show  support  and  focus  awareness 
for  Leonard's  release  and  a halt  to  the  forced  relocation  of  the  Dine'h.  We 
need  more  native  drummers,  banners,  posters,  vehicles  with  banners  and  the 
participation  of  everyone  who  can  come  here.  Also  bring  educational  flyers. 

The  forum  is  actually  three  days:  the  13th,  14th  and  15th... if  you  can 
dedicate  more  than  one  day,  that  would  be  wonderful ...  but  Saturday,  the 
15th  is  the  most  important,  on  which  we  envision  a large  gathering. 

We  remind  you  that  lanuary  is  the  "moon  of  frost  in  the  tipi,"  so  dress 
warm:  sweaters,  jackets,  hats,  mittens,  scarves,  boots. 

Some  banner/poster  suggestions  include:  "Free  Leonard  Peltier",  "Speak  up 
for  Leonard  Peltier",  "Write  in:  Leonard  Peltier  for  President,"  "Clemency 
for  Leonard  Peltier  Now."  Also:  "End  Genocide,"  "Stop  the  Genocide  of  the 
Dine'h,"  Big  Mountain  Dine'h-YES!  - Peabody  Coal  NO!!." 

Please  contact  us  by  e-mail  (FreedomCampaign@aol.com),  snail  mail(p.o.  box 
263,  antrim,  nh,  03440),  or  phone(603-588-2916. . .no  answering  machine-keep 
trying  at  any  hour  )...and  include  your  phone  number  in  your  message. 

Please  share  this  with  your  circle  of  sympathizers!! 

The  New  Hampshire  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 
e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 
phone:  603-659-8888 

603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 
po  box  263,  antrim,  nh,  03440 
www . f reepeltier . org 
www. LISN.net 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

"RE : Congressmen  Attack  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Dec  1999  12:08:25  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Congressmen  attack  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

As  you  well  know,  the  FBI  launched  a large  campaign  against  Leonard  Peltier 
during  the  month  of  November.  Unfortunately,  These  attacks  were  not  limited 
to  the  media.  Both  Congressman  Mclnnis,  a former  police  officer,  and 
Congressman  Oaxley,  a former  FBI  agent  voiced  their  opposition  to  clemency 


for  Leonard  Peltier  on  the  floor  of  the  Congress.  They  read  the  FBI's  ad 
word  for  word  and  they  made  their  own  personal  slanderous  statements  about 
the  case.  Included  with  this  message  are  their  statements.  In  order  to 
combat  the  damage  they  have  done,  we  are  requesting  that  each  of  you  write 
your  Congressional  Representatives  to  inform  them  of  the  true  facts  of  the 
Peltier  case.  Enclosed  is  a sample  letter  which  you  may  use  if  you  would 
like.  Please  include  the  statement  of  facts  with  your  letter  (it  can  be 
found  on  the  web  site  under  "Statement  of  Fact  by  att.  Jennifer  Harbury") 
or  you  can  open  the  attachment  to  this  message).  Also  include  the  FBI  ad 
rebuttal  sent  out  recently. 

After  you  read  Mclnnis's  November  3rd  statement  you  may  become 
uncontrollably  outraged.  Feel  free  to  call  him  and  let  him  know.  If  you 
are  in  Colorado,  it  is  especially  important  that  you  contact  him  to  voice 
your  outrage.  Flave  your  local  network  call  in  or  fax  him  on  the  same  day  to 
maximize  your  efforts.  Enclosed  is  a sample  response  to  him  which  you  may 
use  if  you  would  like. 

Please  continue  to  call  the  White  Flouse  comments  line  and  demand  clemency 
for  Leonard  Peltier:  202-456-1111 

Thank  you  very  much, 

— LPDC 


Write  the  Congressperson  from  your  district 
HOUSE  WEBPAGE  for  addresses  and  contact  numbers 
http://www.house.gov/ 

The  Honorable  (full  name  ) 

United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Washington  DC  20515 

Below: 

1.  sample  letter  for  your  congressperson 

2.  sample  letter  for  Mclnnis 

3.  Oaxley  statment 

4.  Mclnnis  statements 

1. 

Dear  Congressperson, 

I am  writing  in  concern  of  Native  American  federal  prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier 
who  has  been  in  prison  now  for  almost  24  years.  Amnesty  International 
considers  Mr.  Peltier  to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be  "immediately 
and  unconditionally  released."  The  alarming  facts  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case 
have  brought  about  an  international  outcry  for  his  freedom  from  the  likes  of 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  late  Mother  Theresa,  the  Dalai  Lama,  the 
Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights,  the  European  Parliament,  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  to  name  a few.  Mr.  Peltier's  case  is  an  issue  of 
public  concern  as  millions  of  letters  and  phone  calls  demanding  his  release 
have  poured  into  the  White  House  since  his  Executive  Clemency  petition  was 
filed  in  1993. 

I am  aware  that  Congressman  Me  Innis  of  Colorado  and  Mr.  Oaxley  of  Ohio  have 
recently  made  statements  to  the  Congress,  not  only  opposing  Mr.  Peltier's 
petition  for  Executive  Clemency,  but  also  irresponsibly  presenting 
undocumented,  false,  and  slanderous  accounts  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case  to  you. 

As  your  constituent,  I feel  that  it  is  very  important  for  you  to  know  the 
true  facts  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case,  as  it  is  an  issue  that  I feel  very 
strongly  about. 

Mr.  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  with  the  use  of  falsified  affidavits. 
The  manner  in  which  he  was  extradited  has  been  repeatedly  condemned  by 
federal  judges  as  disgraceful  and  wrong.  Mr.  Peltier  was  found  guilty  in  a 
trial  where  exculpatory  evidence  was  improperly  withheld  from  the  defense 
making  it  impossible  for  him  to  defend  himself  in  violation  of  the  US 
Constitution.  Later,  on  appeal,  the  US  prosecutors  established  on  record 
that  they  could  not  prove  who  was  guilty  of  the  crime  he  was  convicted  of, 
and  yet  Mr.  Peltier  remains  in  prison.  I ask  that  you  review  the  enclosed 


statement  of  fact  and  officially  support  Mr.  Peltier's  release,  either 
through  a grant  of  Executive  Clemency  or  through  Parole,  for  which  he  is 
long  overdue.  I also  encourage  you  to  reestablish  the  true  facts  of  Mr. 
Peltier's  case  by  making  a statement  on  the  floor  of  the  Congress.  Thank 
you  for  your  time  and  concern. 

Sincerely, 

2. 

Mr.  Mclnnis, 

I was  shocked  and  appalled  upon  learning  about  your  recent  statements  to 
Congress  regarding  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  In  your  presentation,  you 
discuss  your  scrutiny  of  the  FBI's  handling  of  Waco  and  Ruby  Ridge.  You 
admit  that  the  FBI  is  an  agency  who  we  should  be  critical  of  and  yet  you 
fully  accepted  their  account  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case  without  a hint  of 
critical  thought.  Why  are  you  ready  and  willing  to  defend  the  FBI's 
position  without  looking  into  the  well  documented  facts  of  the  case  which 
scream  for  scrutiny?  You  have  irresponsibly  presented  undocumented,  false, 
and  slanderous  accounts  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case  to  Congress.  I cannot  help 
but  wonder  why  you  have  been  quick  to  condemn  the  FBI  for  their  involvement 
with  Ruby  Ridge  and  Waco,  but  have  blindly  defended  them  in  the  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  Could  it  be  because  Mr.  Peltier  is  a Native  American?  Or 
is  it  because  the  tragic  deaths  of  the  agents  have  caused  vindictiveness  to 
replace  the  right  to  due  process  guaranteed  under  the  US  Constitution? 

Your  claims  that  Native  Americans  do  not  support  Leonard  Peltier  are 
completely  baseless.  During  the  month  of  November  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  and  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  two  largest 
Native  American  organizations  in  North  America  representing  the  majority  of 
Native  Nations  on  the  continent,  came  to  Washington  DC  to  insist  that  Mr. 
Peltier  be  released.  Dozens  of  tribal  councils  have  passed  resolutions 
demanding  Mr.  Peltier's  release.  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  United  Nations 
Goodwill  Ambassador  for  the  Decade  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  thousands  of 
other  Indigenous  representatives,  individuals  and  organizations  have 
repeatedly  called  for  Mr.  Peltier's  freedom  as  well.  Your  failure  to 
recognize  such  support  is  an  insult  to  all  Native  Peoples. 

You  also  claim  that  Mr.  Peltier's  case  has  nothing  to  do  with  valid  Native 
American  causes,  further  demonstrating  that  either  you  know  nothing  of  the 
case  and  the  FBI's  involvement,  or  you  simply  are  unconcerned  when  Native 
Americans'  human  rights  are  violated  by  the  US  government.  Between  1973  and 
1976  over  sixty  traditional  Native  Americans  were  murdered  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Lakota  reservation  and  none  of  them  was  ever  investigated,  hence  the  reason 
Mr.  Peltier  was  asked  to  go  there  by  those  who  were  being  targeted.  At  this 
time,  the  FBI  had  the  highest  ratio  of  FBI  agents  to  citizens  on  Pine  Ridge 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  United  States.  Flow  do  you  explain  the  FBI's 
failure  to  investigate  even  one  of  these  murders?  These  families  continue 
to  mourn  too.  These  families  also  want  Mr.  Peltier  to  be  free.  Try  telling 
these  families  that  Mr.  Peltier's  case  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  injustices 
they  have  suffered  as  Native  people  and  they  will  surely  tell  you  otherwise. 
The  climate  of  fear  and  injustice  that  existed  when  the  shoot  out  broke  out 
and  THREE  people  lost  their  lives,  has  everything  to  do  with  Mr.  Peltier's 
case.  You  are  correct  that  the  deaths  of  the  FBI  agents  was  tragic,  but  your 
failure  to  mention  that  the  uninvestigated  killing  of  the  young  Native 
American  also  killed  that  day  (by  a government  sniper)  was  also  a tragedy, 
shows  how  real  your  concern  for  Native  Americans  is. 

Why  has  the  FBI's  involvement  in  this  tragic  period  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota 
Nation  never  been  investigated?  Why  have  the  judicial  improprieties 
involved  in  Mr.  Peltier's  conviction  and  continued  incarceration  never  been 
investigated?  Why  is  Mr.  Peltier  still  incarcerated  when  the  US  prosecutor 
has  established  on  record  that  they  cannot  prove  who  killed  the  agents?  We 
can  only  conclude  that  justice  for  Native  peoples  is  not  yet  a reality  in 
this  country. 


Enclosed  is  a statement  of  facts  for  your  review.  If  you  sincerely  wish  to 
protect  the  FBI's  integrity,  then  I suggest  you  read  these  documents  and 
reconsider  your  position. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Sat,  18  Dec  1999  19:49:21  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Valerie  Scott  <naps_ca@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Native  Prisoners 

Greetings  Gary, 

As  I look  at  this  stack  of  letters  from  Native  prisoners  that  need  both 
replies  and  to  be  posted,  I would  ask  that  you  post  a reminder  on  WI  for 
prisoner  support  groups,  etc.  to  get  registered  with  NAPS.  The  mail  is 
flowing  in  from  all  over  the  country,  with  more  on  the  way,  and  I do  not 
have  time  to  research  groups  to  refer  prisoners  to.  I will  gladly  do  so, 
if  I know  of  an  organization.  The  prisoners  are  doing  their  part  by 
reporting  abuses,  therefore,  I would  request  that  we  unite  in  this  effort, 
and  close  the  Circle  for  their  sake. 

Please  feel  free  to  post  the  following  widely. 

Valerie  Scott  NAPS 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

NAPS  was  created  due  to  the  numerous  messages  I receive  from  both  the 
general  public  and  prisoners,  requesting  information  and/or  assistance 
converning  the  religious  rights  of  Native  American  prisoners.  While 
trying  to  research  on  behalf  of  the  above  groups,  the  work  became  very 
time-consuming,  and  I saw  the  need  to  organize  groups  and  individuals 
working  on  behalf  of  Native  prisoners.  I also  saw  the  need  to  give  the 
prisoners  and  spiritual  advisors  a voice  on  the  Internet  concerning  these 
issues . 

The  major  goals  of  NAPS  are: 

1.  To  collate  information  concerning  all  individuals  and  groups  actively 
working  on  behalf  of  Native  American  religious  rights. 

2.  To  estabish  a broad  power  base  for  national  and  international 
recognition . 

3.  To  establish  a document  that  will  enlighten  politicians  and  prison 
officials  on  far-reaching  support  is. 

4.  To  provide  information  on  behalf  of  prisoners  and  spiritual  advisors. 

To  distribute  hard  copies  of  the  directory  to  prisoners,  so  they  will 

know  who  to  contact  for  support. 

5.  To  develop  profiles  on  prisons  and  corrections  departments  concerning 
their  treatment  of  prisoners  and  the  way(s)  in  which  they  deal  with 


religious  rights  issues. 

There  are  already  several  individuals  and  groups  actively  supporting  the 
religious  rights  of  Native  American  prisoners,  therefore,  I intend  to 
compile  a comprehensive  directory  that  will  be  updated  and  used  as  a major 
resource  for  communication  and  research.  (Registrants  will  include 
organizations,  grassroots  movements,  spiritual  advisors,  law  firms  and 
associations,  newsgroups,  and  media.)  Hopefully,  the  directory  will 
provide  readily  accessible  information  that  will  enable  interested  parties 
to  unite,  network  and  interact  on  behalf  of  Native  American  prisoners 
throughout  North  America.  NAPS  does  not  intend  to  duplicate  the  services 
of  the  above  groups,  but  will  refer  prisoners  and  others  to  these 
organizations . 

We  do  need  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  many  people  at  the  grassroots 
level  who  are  willing  to  assist  this  cause,  but  do  not  have  access  to  the 
Internet.  Likewise,  we  should  keep  in  mind  that  many  prisoners  have 
little  or  no  contact  with  the  outside  world  and  may  not  be  aware  of  your 
organizations.  That  is  why  the  ultimate  goal  of  NAPS  is  to  produce  hard 
copies  of  the  directory  and  get  them  into  the  prisons. 

NAPS  is  a Partner  Site  to  Human  Rights  Internet,  a large  international 
organization,  and  can  be  found  at: 
http://www.hri.ca  (look  under  Partner  Sites) 
http://www.hri.ca/partners/naps/  (for  direct  access) 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

— "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Dec  1999  20:31:53  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  132 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  CHILD  HEART 


The  heart  of  a child. 

Like  the  heart  of  a flower. 

Has  a smile  for  the  sun 
And  a tear  for  the  shower; 

Oh,  innocent  hours 

With  wonder  beguiled  - 
Oh,  heart  like  a flower's 
Is  the  heart  of  a child! 

The  heart  of  a child. 

Like  the  heart  of  a bird. 

With  raptures  of  music 
Is  flooded  and  stirred; 

Oh,  songs  without  words. 

Oh,  melodies  wild  - 
Oh,  heart  like  a bird's 
Is  the  heart  of  a child! 

The  heart  of  a child. 

Like  the  heart  of  the  spring. 

Is  full  of  the  hope 

Of  what  summer  shall  bring; 

Oh,  glory  of  things 
In  a world  undefined- 
Oh,  the  heart  like  the  spring's 
Is  the  heart  of  a child! 

-Arthur  Austin-lackson,  in  London  Speaker. 


BLANKET  INDIANS  NOT  MUCH  FOR  STYLE. 


Some  blanket  Indians  with  their  agent,  were  stopping  at  a hotel  in 
Washington,  not  very  recently. 

The  Indians  were  representative  men,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  it 
was  their  first  trip  to  the  National  Capital.  They  belonged  to  a 
conservative  tribe  who  have  been  quietly  attending  to  business  at  home 
without  having  to  send  delgates  to  the  Great  Father  as  often  as  some 
tribes  seem  to  have  to,  hence  these  particular  chiefs  had  never  seen 
much  of  the  outside  world  and  had  never  before  eaten  at  a hotel. 

At  dinner  the  menu  was  handed  to  the  Indians,  who,  of  course,  not 
being  able  to  make  out  the  name  of  various  dishes,  was  obliged  to  rely 
upon  their  interpreter.  Each  chose  what  he  wanted. 

The  waiter  then  went  to  the  window  where  orders  are  called  off  to  the 
cook. 

He  then  went  back,  walked  very  deliberately  to  where  the  glasses  were 
kept,  selected  one  for  each,  wiped  the  glass,  filled  it  with  water  and 
set  it  by  the  plate  of  each  Indian. 

Then  he  stood  around  apparently  indifferent  as  to  whether  the  Indians 
had  anything  to  eat  or  not.  Everybody  was  eating,  but  the  Indians  had 
nothing.  Of  course  their  dinner  was  in  the  process  of  cooking,  but  they 
did  not  see  any  evidence  of  it. 

They  began  to  be  impatient. 

"Why  don't  we  have  something  to  eat?"  one  asked  of  the  interpreter. 

"The  white  people  are  making  fun  of  us.  We  do  not  want  to  sit  here 
and  starve  while  the  white  people  fill  themselves  and  laugh  at  us." 

"That  fellow  came  and  asked  what  we  wanted  to  eat.  We  told  him.  He 
went  and  talked  into  that  window.  He  gives  us  nothing." 

At  this  the  dignified  old  chief  arose,  wrapped  his  blanket  about  him 
and  with  compressed  lips  and  head  up  stalked  out  of  the  room.  In  a 
moment  the  other  befeathered  and  painted  warriors  followed,  and  they  all 
went  down  the  street  to  a grocery  store  where  they  bought  something  to 
eat  and  got  it  when  they  asked  for  it. 

This  is  a true  story  told  the  writer  by  the  interpreter  himself. 


THE  MOUTH  OF  HELL. 


It  is  total  abstinence  or  death  - at  least  with  most  Indians,  says 
Progress,  that  bright  newsy  little  paper  printed  at  the  Regina 
Industrial  School,  Canada,  to  the  boys. 

If  a boy  tampers  with  the  wine  cup,  he  is  lost. 

A bar-tender  said,  in  the  tone  of  an  oracle: 

"Your  educated  Indian  boys  are  only  educated  rascals.  I can't  tell 
them  from  ordinary  customer." 

Shun  the  Bar  Room,  boys.  It's  no  place  for  you. 

To  many  it  is  the  mouth  of  Hell. 


(page  2) 
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The  school  and  the  Indians  in  general  have  lost  a good  friend  in  the 
death  of  Abram  R.  Vail,  a Friend,  well  known  to  many  of  that  Society  in 
Bucks  County.  He  was  a resident  of  Quakertown,  N.D.,  and  has  long  been 
a patron  of  the  Carlisle  Outing. 

The  handsomest  calendars  we  have  seen  this  year  are  those  issued  by 
the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  for  which  our  genial 
townsman  lohn  B.  Bratton  is  the  agent.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  was 
the  recipient  of  one  of  these,  and  a number  of  the  heads  of  departments 
at  the  school  received  the  same,  for  which  all  are  indeed  thankful. 

The  Thanksgiving  dinner  at  the  Teachers'  Club  was  a most  Noble 
effort.  Everything  that  goes  to  make  up  a turkey  dinner  and 
Thanksgiving  feast  was  served  in  the  best  of  style,  and  the  room  was 
decorated  very  tastefully.  The  teachers  and  all  who  partook  are 
grateful  to  Miss  Noble,  Mrs.  Rumsport  and  Mr.  Kensler  for  the  bountiful 
repast,  and  happy  occasion. 

The  Swift  entertainments  on  Friday  and  Satruday  nights  were  very  much 
enjoyed.  All  sorts  of  polliwogs  and  things  were  greatly  magnified  and 
thrown  upon  the  screen.  No  one  hereafter  will  want  to  have  unclean 
teeth  in  his  or  her  mouth.  Boo!  Those  microbes  - little  disease 
breeding  snakes  that  people  carry  in  their  mouths  because  they  are  too 
careless  to  clean  their  teeth!  Let  us  be  CLEAN  and  keep  healthy! 

Mr.  Glen  S.  Waner,  first  in  peace,  first  in  war  and  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  football  team,  has  gone  to  his  home  in  Springville,  New 
York.  Coach  Warner  has  done  wonders  with  our  team,  and  not  only  as  a 
coach,  built  as  a gentleman  of  high  character  has  the  respect  and 
admiration  and  love  of  the  two  teams,  as  well  as  of  all  who  know  him  at 
the  school.  Mr.  Warner  is  engaged  for  next  year.  Mrs.  Warner 
accompanied  her  husband.  The  social  circles  at  our  school  will  miss 
these  cheery  young  people,  and  will  be  glad  to  have  them  return  to  us 
next  fall. 

Superintendent  Frank  Terry,  of  the  Ft.  Belknap  School  Montana,  visited 


us  this  week,  and  renewed  acquaintanceship  with  old  students.  On 
Wednesday  evening  he  held  an  informal  reception  with  the  Crow  Agency, 
Grand  Junction  and  Puyallup  boys  and  girls  he  knew.  He  has  been 
superintendent  of  all  these  schools.  In  a little  address  he  said  in 
part  that  when  a pupil  in  school  has  a teacher  and  the  teacher  goes  away 
another  coming  to  take  his  place,  and  in  a few  months  that  one  leaves, 
the  pupil  is  apt  to  think  that  he  will  never  see  those  teachers  again, 
and  the  teachers  will  never  think  of  him  again.  It  is  not  so.  Mr.  Terry 
assured  the  boys  and  girls  present  that  he  had  not  forgotten  them  and 
their  record  has  been  watched.  He  was  pleased  when  he  learned  that  they 
had  come  to  Carlisle.  There  was  education  in  the  trip  alone,  and  to 
come  where  there  are  such  advantages  as  is  here  offered  was  a great 
opportunity.  His  remarks  were  well  received,  and  his  frank,  open  manner 
while  here  has  insured  him  a warm  welcome  if  he  ever  comes  this  way 
again . 

We  learn  through  a friendly  letter  of  a pleasing  incident  which 
occurred  last  week  in  Brownsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  a number 
of  our  boys  have  been  living.  At  a parlor  meeting  at  Robert  K. 
Tomlinsons,  it  being  the  last  for  some  of  the  boys  of  a number  of  such 
meetings  which  have  been  given  the  Indians  and  others  for  singing  and 
social  chat,  "Hugh  Lieder  and  Peter  Cadot  each  expressed  in  simple  but 
heartfelt  language  their  warm  appreciation  of  the  kindness  and 
fellowship  shown  them,  and  said  that  in  their  far  western  homes  or 
wherever  they  might  be  these  meetings  might  ever  be  in  their  memories  as 
a help  and  comfort  to  them.  The  hostess  responded  in  a few-well  chosen 
words,  thanking  them  in  turn  and  counselling  each  to  say  NO  to  whatever 
temptation  they  might  meet." 

Employees  have  been  instructed  to  look  carefully  after  the  clothing  of 
students,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  protected  from  the  weather.  A 
boy  with  no  vest  who  allows  his  coat  to  fly  open,  places  himself  in 
danger  and  should  be  told  to  button  his  coat.  A West  Point  Cadet  who  is 
seen  with  coat  open,  is  arrested  or  punished,  and  it  would  be  a good 
rule  here  in  cold  and  changeable  weather. 

The  wedding  announcement  of  Presley  Houk  to  Margaret  Eleanor  Abbett  at 
the  Holy  Trinity  Mission,  Cut  Bank,  Montana,  on  Monday  December  4th,  is 
before  us.  Presley's  many  friends  of  the  east  will  rejoice  at  this  good 
news  and  will  shower  him  with  congratulations  if  they  get  the  chance. 
Presley  was  a printer  when  at  Carlisle. 

Mrs.  Craft  and  daughter  Mabel,  after  an  extended  visit  at  the  school 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  have  gone  to  their  home  in  Jersey  City. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  who  is  Mrs.  Craft's  daughter  has  been  very  ill  with  acute 
eye  trouble,  but  is  now  improving  and  is  expected  home  before  long. 

Our  teachers  have  enjoyed  the  Cumberland  County  Teachers  Institute 
this  year  more  than  ever  before.  They  take  turns  in  going  and  double  up 
their  classes.  Some  of  the  speakers  and  instructors  are  of  a high  order 
and  the  evening  entertainments  have  been  excellent. 
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We  are  now  within  one  of  having  a thousand  on  our  school  roll  - 999. 

Mrs.  Sawyer  spent  Thanksgiving  with  Miss  Forster  at  the  home  of  the 
latter  in  Harrisburg. 

Mrs.  Senseney  of  Chambersburg,  was  a guest  of  her  daughter,  at  the 
school.  Thanksgiving. 

Major  Pratt  is  at  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  receiving 
treatment  for  rheumatism. 

Mrs.  Pratt  and  granddaughter.  Miss  Mary  Stevick,  of  Denver,  have 
returned  from  Philadelphia. 

The  school  has  had  a round  of  visitors  this  week  on  account  of  the 
Teacheres'  Institute  being  held  in  town. 

Dr.  Mosser,  of  the  M.E.  Church,  who  has  been  our  paster  for  a month, 
gave  a very  excellent  Thanksgiving  talk. 

Mr.  George  Connors,  the  trainer,  has  gone  to  Chicago  for  his  wife,  and 
will  return  shortly  to  be  with  us  for  some  time. 

The  small  boys'  football  team  defeated  the  ex-small  boys,  from  the 
large  boys'  quarters  last  Saturday  by  a score  of  18-0. 


Several  new  students  from  Maine  have  arrived.  They  with  a few  others 
that  came  before,  form  the  Maine  part  of  the  school. 

Miss  Annie  Morton,  '98,  of  the  clerical  force  of  Miss  Ely's  office, 
has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  a few  days,  with  a bad  throat,  but  is  out 
again . 

Isaac  Seneca  has  been  elected  captain  of  the  football  team  of  1900. 
This  is  a great  honor,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  extends 
congratulations . 

The  pond  has  been  made  ready  for  skating.  Now  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 
wait  for  freezing  weather,  and  it  is  almost  here,  judging  from  the  cold 
breath  from  the  north  these  last  few  days. 

Among  the  Thanksgiving  guests  was  Master  Hobart  Cook  who  came  to  visit 
his  mother.  Hobart  has  changed  wonderfully  since  we  last  saw  him.  He 
is  attending  school  near  Philadelphia. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  spent  a very  happy  little  vacation  with  her  mother  and  son 
in  Washington,  D.C.  Although  not  as  well  as  she  hoped  to  be,  she 
enjoyed  the  outing  and  says  she  had  a good  time. 

Rev.  Dr.  Norcross,  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Carlisle,  will 
officiate  as  chaplain  for  the  school,  this  month.  He  preached  his  first 
sermon  last  Sunday. 

Have  you  157  on  your  wrapper?  That  means  that  this  issue  is  Vol.  15 
number  7,  and  it  is  time  to  renew  if  you  desire  not  to  miss  any  papers. 
Prompt  renewal  will  insure  against  delay  and  error. 

Mr.  Thompson,  Captain  Wheelock,  Frank  Hudson,  Artie  Miller,  and  Hawley 
Pierce  were  guests  of  Dr.  Bainbridge,  for  dinner  when  in  New  York 
City.  The  dinner  was  served  in  the  famous  Peter  Cooper  house. 

The  students'  Thanksgiving  dinner  of  turkey  and  side  dishes,  was  much 
enjoyed.  The  dining  hall  was  appropriately  trimmed  and  made  cheery  and 
comfortable.  Miss  Miles,  Mrs.  Ewbanks  and  their  helpers  spared  no  pains 
in  making  the  occasion  a memorable  one. 

Mr.  Weber,  made  a business  trip  to  Reading,  one  day  this  week. 

Mrs.  F.E.  Spangler,  daughter  of  Commodore  Elliott,  of  Hagerstown,  and 
Mrs.  Woodward  of  West  High  Street  were  interested  and  interesting 
visitors,  yesterday. 

Miss  Mary  D.  Hilton  with  her  country  Sunday  School  class  visited  the 
school  on  Wednesday.  There  are  those  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  school 
who  rarely  if  ever  have  been  inside  our  grounds. 

Dr.  Eastman  writes  from  Santee,  South  Dakota,  where  on  returning  from 
a council  with  others,  one  pitch-dark  and  rainy  night  he  narrowly 
escaped  falling  into  a ditch  fifteen  feet  deep.  One  of  the  party  did  go 
in  and  was  stunned  by  the  fall. 

Ralph  Armstrong,  '98,  who  when  he  left  for  the  west  was  paid  the 
principal  due  him  from  our  school  bank,  has  written  instructions  to 
divide  the  interest  money  that  he  accrued  upon  his  savings  while  at 
school,  between  the  three  literary  societies  - a very  graceful  act. 

An  Inter-Society  Oratorical  Contest,  tonight!  Judge  Henderson  and 
Professors  Mclntire  and  Sellers  of  Dickinson  College  will  officiate  as 
judges,  and  Mr.  Standing,  Beitzel  and  Miss  Burgess  will  act  as  prize 
committee.  A prize  of  six  dollars  is  offered  the  best  all  around 
speaker,  and  four  dollars  the  second  best. 

The  printer  who  made  up  the  form  of  a leading  daily  after  hte  Columbia 
Indian  game,  in  New  York,  Thanksgiving  Day,  got  an  article  about  the 
game  mixed  with  a Thanksgiving  robbery,  and  made  the  last  line  read  that 
"The  Indians  were  in  prime  physical  condition  and  tore  through  a second 
story  window  by  means  of  a ladder." 

Miss  Palagia  Tuticoff,  of  Emigsburg,  Pa.,  one  of  our  students  from 
Alaska,  has  carried  off  the  twenty  five  dollars  offered  to  the  person 
securing  the  largest  number  of  names  before  Thanksgiving.  Her  list  was 
the  longest,  numbering  587.  Howard  Gansworth,  of  Princeton  University, 
stood  next  with  a list  numbering  429.  Miss  Shields,  of  Carlisle,  next 
with  a list  of  418.  There  were  others  with  lists  numbering  two  and 
three  hundred,  and  less.  In  all  the  HELPER  subscription  list  was 
increased  2584.  We  sympathize  with  those  who  worked  and  did  not  secure 
the  prize,  but  feel  that  we  paid  a liberal  commission,  so  that  the 
entire  time  was  not  lost.  We  allowed  two  cents  on  every  name  secured. 


We  thank  all  for  their  kindly  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  little  paper  and 
feel  certain  that  they  have  achieved  a good  for  the  Indians  that  cannot 
be  estimated.  The  paper  goes  into  the  hands  of  over  two  thousand  people 
who  never  have  seen  it  before,  possibly,  and  it  is  estimated  that  for 
every  subscriber  of  a newspaper  there  are  3 readers.  We  shall  hope  that 

the  6000  new  readers  brought  to  us  by  the  increase  will  become  more 

interested  in  the  rising  Indian  hereafter  than  in  the  Wild  West  freak  so 
often  paraded  before  the  public  as  the  real  Indian. 

The  Indian  is  demonstrating  daily  that  he  is  not  a freak  but  is  a MAN, 

and  it  is  the  mission  of  the  HELPER  to  help  him  by  circulating  this 

truth  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 
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END  OF  THE  FOOTBALL  SEASON. 


The  Thanksgiving  Day  game  on  Manhattan  Field  with  the  Columbia 
University,  which  earlier  in  the  season  had  defeated  Yale,  was  a success 
in  every  particular.  The  Indians  won  by  a score  of  45  to  0. 

The  season  has  been  one  of  marked  success  for  us.  We  have  played  nine 
games  and  lost  but  two-  Harvard  and  Princeton.  The  first  game  lost  was 
with  Harvard,  the  recognized  strongest  team  in  the  United  States  today. 
Two  of  our  most  important  men  were  out  of  condition.  The  Indian  team 
was  the  only  one  that  scored  against  Harvard  this  year. 

Full  and  free  comments  by  the  public  press  from  the  best  authority  on 
football  enthusiasts  as  well  as  for  those  who  are  lovers  of  the  game. 

The  following  from  the  New  York  Evening  Telegram  is  a fair  sample  of 
the  complimentary  things  said  of  our  boys  as  gentlemen: 

Everybody  remarked  about  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  students  from 
the  Carlisle  School  while  they  were  stopping  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 
They  were  extremely  modest  about  their  victory  over  the  Columbia  boys  at 
Manhattan  Field.  There  was  no  bluster  and  no  swaggering  about  the 
corridors.  They  behaved  themselves  in  a quiet,  orderly  manner.  Not  one 
of  the  thirty  members  who  were  here  with  the  football  team  went  near  the 
barroom.  Their  general  good  behavior  was  commented  upon  while  they  were 
patrons  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 


IT  WAS  NO  HOKE  TO  THOSE  INDIANS. 


Those  of  us  who  saw  the  great  magician  Maro,  a few  weeks  ago,  walk 
down  in  our  audience  and  before  our  very  eyes,  when  we  were  watching  him 
closely,  take  handfuls  of  silver  dollars  from  the  noses  and  ears  of  our 
boys  and  from  the  braids  of  hair  of  our  girls,  will  read  with  a degree 
of  pleasure  of  the  amazement  of  the  INdian  stold  about  in  this  clipping 
from  the  Haskell  Leader: 

A few  years  ago  a troop  of  showmen  were  traveling  in  the  western  part 
of  Oregon. 

At  one  of  the  towns  where  they  stopped,  a number  of  Indians  paid  them 
a visit. 

An  old  chief  had  a dog  with  him,  which  was  constantly  at  his  side. 

One  of  the  troop,  who  practiced  sleight  of  hand,  stooped  down  and 
patted  the  dog  on  the  back,  saying,  "good  dog,"  "good  doggy,"  at  the 
same  time  slipping  his  hand  along  the  dog's  back  and  over  his  tail,  when 
he  diplayed  a hand  full  of  coin  which  apparently  he  had  taken  from  the 
dog's  anatomy. 

He  repeated  the  deception  a number  of  times,  and  offered  the  Indians  a 
fabulous  sum  for  the  dog. 

They  looked  on  with  wonder  and  amazement,  but  refused  all  inducements 
to  sell. 

Soon  after  they  took  the  dog  down  to  the  river  and,  after  failing  to 
secure  the  money  in  the  same  manner,  killed  the  dog  and  dissected  him, 
hoping  to  secure  all  the  treasure  at  once,  but,  failing  as  before,  they 
pronounced  the  white  man  an  evil  spirit. 


AN  INDIAN'S  BROKEN  ENGLISH. 


It  is  occasionally  a little  hard  to  tell  just  how  a person  does  feel 
when  one  receives  an  answer  like  the  following.  This  is  verbatim,  and 
similar  ones  are  not  uncommon: 

Doctor  - Well,  John,  how  do  you  feel? 

John.  - 0!  I feel  all  right  this  time.  From  my  heart  up  this  side  to 
my  head  it  hurts,  down  my  leg  to  my  feet  it  is  very  sick  and  my  heart 
and  my  head  it  very  hurts.  -Northern  Light  (Alaska) 


CANDY  VERSUS  CRACKER. 


An  Indian  father  at  Ross  Fork,  Idaho,  knows  better  what  is  good  for 
little  folks  than  some  white  people  do.  Fie  once  said  to  the 
missionary.  "Cracker  he  all  right,  candy  he  not  much  good:  pappooses  he 
eat  us,  he  cry,  crackers  he  eat,  he  pretty  good."  -[Progress. 


A LONG  TAIL-SWITCH. 


With  its  forepaws  on  South  Africa  and  the  Soudan,  and  its  tail  in 
China,  the  British  lion,  says  a critic,  will  have  hard  work  keeping  off 
the  mosquitoes. 


Enigma . 


I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  13,  8,  7 is  a bird. 

My  4,  1,  6,  15,  14  is  where  our  boys  and  girls  like  to  go  when  they 
have  money. 

My  10,  11,  12,  2 is  one  way  of  making  goal. 

My  9,  13,  11,  5,  3 is  something  through  which  Indian  women  of  some 
tribes  have  their  rations  thrown  to  them. 

My  whole  began  to  sing  immediately  fter  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  was  as 
hungry  as  ever. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEKS  ENIGMA:  The  feathers. 
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For  more  information,  email  Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net 
or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis 
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For  the  latest  on  Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School  - 
go  to  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html 

"RE : They  Will  Come  to  See  Me"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  17:33:30  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : they  will  come  to  see  me... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Going  home  for  Christmas  is  sometimes  hard  to  do  when  there  isn't 
enough  beeso  for  gifts.  Sometimes  it  would  be  nice  to  go  home  an  bring 
all  the  thing  everyone  needs  or  at  least  maybe  a gift  they  would  like. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  to  take  except  yourself  it  seems  not  worth 
the  effort. 

A few  years  ago  there  was  an  effort  to  find  every  home  on  the  rez  in 
every  community  and  put  it  on  a map  through  Land  Administration.  The 
effort  went  to  every  chapter,  every  home  and  each  house  was  recorded 
and  the  name  of  the  family. 

It  was  out  toward  Besh-be-to,  just  East  of  the  Navajo  Hopi  Joint  Use 
Area,  or  rather  Deddito,  and  little  ways  north  of  Toyei,  you  will  find 
a small  ribbon  of  dirt  road  that  goes  North  from  the  highway.  It  is 
hard  to  see,  the  road  is  not  used  that  much  and  you  trust  it  goes 
somewhere.  Chizh-a-teens  we  called  them,  wood  hauling  roads  that 
sometimes  just  end  up  no  where,  it  looked  like  one  of  these  and  so  with 


the  young  Navajo  college  students  and  chapter  representative  the  road 
was  taken.  The  question  came  up,  does  someone  live  up  here?  I don't 
know,  was  the  answer. 

The  road  was  little  used  and  so  we  went  down  into  a canyon  and  followed 
the  trail  barely  visible  on  the  red  sandstone  and  the  four  wheel  drive 
bounced  around  and  we  rattled  along.  It  went  North  then  east,  maybe  12 
miles  or  so.  In  the  cleft  of  a rock  in  the  cedars  was  a small  home, 
maybe  three  rooms  with  a single  window  facing  us.  As  we  neared  the 
place  there  was  a an  old  woman  standing  inside  the  window  looking  at 
us,  and  she  had  binoculars  and  watched  us  as  we  came  up  to  here.  We  got 
out  and  went  to  the  door,  she  said,  Ohshde'-Come  in,  and  so  we  went  in, 
and  after  exchanging  clans  she  related  she  was  Tsinnijinnie,  in  the  way 
knowing  a little  about  clans  there  are  many  Tsinnijiniie  from  Wide 
Ruins  and  from  around  Torrean,  and  at  some  point  their  clan  came  from 
the  Navajo  Sacred  Mountain  to  the  East,  I think,  so  that  before  us  was 
a woman,  a child  of  many  of  our  grandmothers  who  had  come  to  this  place 
Beshbeto  and  so  made  her  home. 

She  was  old,  her  hair  all  gray  and  alone.  She  told  us  she  stayed  there 
alone,  and  in  the  traditional  way  of  things  offered  Ah-whe ' -coffee  to 
us  and  we  accepted  it.  She  did  not  have  much  it  looked  like,  a bed, 
wood  stove,  a calender  and  many  pictures  of  young  children  on  the  wall. 

We  told  her  we  were  going  around  trying  to  find  all  the  homes  in  the 
area  and  we  were  looking  for  places  people  lived.  Are  there  anymore 
families  that  live  around  here?  She  told  us  about  some  families  who 
lived  in  the  places  she  named  in  Navajo  motioning  to  the  west  and 
north,  and  told  us  about  how  they  had  lived  there  and  used  to  herd 
sheep,  and  how  during  this  time  of  year  used  to  have  sings  at  their 
place,  but  that  the  old  man  was  gone,  and  his  wife  left  with  the 
children  and  after  a time  no  one  had  come  back  and  so  she  was  the  only 
one  from  there  now.  We  asked  how  did  this  place  come  to  be  known  as 
Besh-be-to  meaning  Iron  Water.  She  said  that  was  what  the  old  Navajo 
people  called  it  and  so  she  knew  it  was  that. 

We  asked  about  her  family  and  she  said  they  are  all  working,  some  are 
in  Kinlani ' -Flagstaff , and  the  place  of  the  men  in  long  dresses-Ee ' in 
zhozhi ' -Gallup  but  they  had  not  been  home  for  a while.  In  looking  at 
the  place,  there  was  no  kerosene  in  her  lamps  and  her  wood  was  low.  One 
of  these  boys  with  me  was  from  Naschitti,  a Morris  and  he  went  out  and 
without  saying  anything  picked  up  the  axe  and  while  we  were  talking  to 
her,  went  out  and  brought  back  some  wood,  some  dead  trees  and  cut  some 
wood  for  her.  The  young  ladies  went  through  sack  lunches  and  gathered 
the  fruit  and  put  it  out  for  her. 

We  visited  her  for  an  hour  maybe  two,  and  she  talked  about  children, 
sons,  daughters  and  grandchildren  living  far  off  and  they  were  going  to 
come  and  see  her.  She  thought  we  were  them,  but  we  weren't.  She  sat  and 
spoke  about  them,  and  she  did  not  want  us  to  go,  but  we  had  to  leave. 

She  watched  us  as  we  drove  off. 

"RE : Poem:  Where  Are  You  My  Grandfather"  

Date:  Fri,  08  lan  1999  14:46:21  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Where  are  you  my  grandfather 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Where  are  you  grandfather 
I have  journeyed  many  days  to  find  you 
you  are  not  here .... 

Why  do  you  seek  him  they  ask  on  Red  Mountain. 

I am  here  to  learn  the  songs 
the  proper  way  of  doing  things 
to  receive  prayer  sticks 
to  learn  these  things 


I am  sorry  my  child 

but  those  here  do  not  know  these  things.... 


then  where  am  I go  to  learn  these  things.... 

I don't  know  my  child 

but  you  will  not  learn  them  here 

It  is  time  for  you  go  my  child... 

Where  shall  I go ...  . 

You  have  no  particular  place  to  go  and 
you  will  not  know  the  proper  way 
until  you  find  your  grandfather 

Where  is  he ... . 

he  is  not  here 

you  will  have  to  go  elsewhere  to  find  him.... 
and  so  he  travelled  on 

(taken  from  Mountain  Way  Ye-be-che  when  brother  of  Big  Sister  was 
looking  for  medicines  and  prayers  to  make  their  sick  sister  well....) 

We  sometimes  yearn  and  seek  teachings  from  those  who  don't  really  know. 
Where  are  the  soothsayers  and  charletons,  they  are  in  places  you  know, 
choose  wisely,  listen  your  heart  and  go  on  seeking,  searching  and 
wanting  to  know,  look  for  truth  and  let  your  heart  be  your  guide 
John  Rustywire 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Dec  99  21:01:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  26-lanuary  1 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

26 

Snow  clothes  the  fiery  heart  of  the  volcano. 

27 

Hold  fast  to  friends,  for  they  are  the  greatest  of  treasures. 

28 

May  all  your  days  be  remembered  in  gladness. 

29 

The  stars  tonight  are  bright-etched  in  magic. 

30 

Sleep  soundly  when  the  year  has  run  its  course,  for  you  will 
awake  to  new  life. 

31 

Greet  the  dawn  of  the  new  year  with  flowers,  song,  and  dance 
by  the  ocean,  where  all  life  begins. 

OCEAN  SONGS 
(Images  of  Hawai'i) 

By  D.  F.  Sanders 

I have  heard  your  ocean  songs  at  dusk 

In  the  trees  that  sway  with  the  sighing  wind. 


And  seen,  in  the  soft  glimmering  of  starlight. 

The  iridescent  waves  caressing  the  shore. 

Sometimes,  a voice  calls  to  me  in  the  silence. 

Bringing  me  memories  of  the  land,  ka  aina. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  sea  that  I hear. 

The  murmur  of  the  surf  in  a shell. 

Or  the  laughter  of  children  as  they  play. 

All  sounds  repeating  to  me,  in  the  vast  chant  of  life, 

"Hawai'i,  Hawai'i." 

You  ask  much:  love  of  your  heritage. 

Love  of  the  land,  with  its  sacred  places. 

Yet  you  give  of  your  bounty  in  return. 

And  your  splendor  is  a feast  for  all  to  behold. 

You  have  many  moods,  from  the  fiery  wrath  of  a volcano 
To  the  gentle  rain  that  falls,  like  a blessing,  on  the  land. 

Graced  by  the  fragile  luminescence  of  a rainbow. 

If  I were  to  ask  you,  "Where  does  your  heart  lie?" 

You  might  answer,  "In  the  children  and  in  the  land. 

And  in  the  everlasting  mele  of  the  wind  and  the  sea." 

I have  heard  the  beauty  of  your  ocean  songs. 

And  I know,  in  the  bright  rhapsody  of  the  morning, 

Hawai ' i . 

IANUALI 

(lanuary) 

(Kaelo) 

Ancient  Hawaiians  knew  that  lanuary  was  the  time  of  year 
when  the  enuhe,  a worm  very  destructive  to  vegetation, 
appeared,  and  also  when  the  vines  began  to  put  forth  fresh 
leaves . 

1 

In  the  sound  of  the  ocean,  I can  hear  my  ancestors  calling. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  19  December  15:39:14  -0 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 
Sub j : Canadian  conference 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 

Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Highlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Her  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Hotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  19:23:31  EST 


From:  Disqua@aol.com 

Sub j : Grand  Opening  of  the  Hogoheege  Indian  Community  Center 


The  Grand  Opening  of  the  Hogoheege  Indian  Community  Center  is  Dan.  8,  2000 
the  address  is  14395  Court  St.,  Moulton,  AL  35650. 

There  will  be  food,  entertainment,  lots  of  visiting  and  a logo  contest  for 
the  children  with  a prize  of  $50.  $30.  and  $20.  for  first  second  and  third 
place  for  a new  logo  for  the  center.  Everyone  is  welcome! 

Steve  Bison 


Date:  Thu,  9 Dec  1999  17:41:52  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

"From  one  century  to  the  next." 

The  First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run  from  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  Headquarters 
in  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  to  Battle  Point,  the  site  of  the  last  "official" 
Indian  War  will  be  held  on  December  31,  1999.  Emmet  Eastman,  Dakota,  will 
carry  the  torch  the  first  5 miles.  Dennis  Banks,  Anishinaabe  Ojibwe  will 
carry  the  torch  several  times  during  the  run  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Leech 
Lake. 

The  38  mile  Sobriety  Run  will  start  at  noon  at  the  tribal  headquarters  in 
Cass  Lake.  The  run  is  estimated  to  take  5 hours  and  will  be  followed  by  a 
Sobriety  Gathering  with  pipe  ceremony,  drumming,  dancing,  storytelling  and 
feast  at  the  Battle  Point  (Sugar  Point)  Community  Center. 

In  memory  of  our  loved  ones  lost  to  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  the  Native 
American  Vets'  Outreach  is  organizing  a motercade  to  accompany  the  Sobriety 
Torch  Run. 

For  more  information  contact: 
eaglerok@northernnet . com 
or 

P 0 BOX  134  FEDERAL  DAM,  MN  56641 
P 0 BOX  06167  COLUMBUS,  OHIO  43206 
OR 

AIM4DUSTCE@AOL.COM 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 


and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-3an.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 


camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.O.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 


6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 


Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 


chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Dudiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Floward  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 

NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.O.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 


Pow  Wow.  Oven  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  12:48:15  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Winter  Pow  Wows 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

ru  ru  y /v 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


OKLAHOMA 

Dec.  31:  Good  Medicine  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 
Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds,  Oklahoma  City.  Info:  Kathy  Stairs  (405)  751-7132 
or  goodmedicine@hotmail.com. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dec.  31  & Ian.  1-2:  Cedar  Lakes  New  Year's  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Cedar  Lakes 
Resort,  Ripley.  The  first  day  of  the  pow  wow,  Dec.  31,  is  open  to  Native 
Americans  only,  & closed  to  the  general  public.  Camp  grounds  are  nearby,  and 
rooms  are  available  at  a special  rate  of  $40.00  for  the  weekend.  Reservations 
should  be  made  in  advance.  Drums  for  the  event  include:  Our  Brothers  Drum, 
Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  Mystic  Lake  Singers.  Info:  Tony  Dennings  (304) 

548-6539  or  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Arthur  Miller  via  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Carter  Camp  via  Marlene  R.  Atleo 
lanet  Smith,  Pat  Morris,  limmy  Boy  Dial,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes, 
laneen  Antoine  via  Oliver  Loveday,  Karen  via  Diane  Kerr,  Valerie  Scott, 
Barbara  Landis,  Friends  of  Lubicon,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry, 
Johnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


